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HAILING THE 83rd ANNIVERSARY NATIONAL DAY

Garovo ca, reverence; this is the way to auspiciousness.
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Message from Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Senior General Than Shwe on the 83rd Anniversary of National Day

The following is the translation of the message sent by
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Than Shwe on the occasion of the 83rd Anniversary of
National Day.

All the national people
Today is the 83rd Anniversary of National Day, the day

on which the national movement for Myanmar independ-

ence struggle was launched. The day the national move-

ment went into action will ever be chronicled in Myanmar

history of independence struggle.

Myanmar people with a high standard of culture and

literature have never yielded to any foreign aggression in

the course of history, but have always repulsed it coura-

geously in order to uplift national prestige and integrity.   In

Myanmar history, although the national sovereignty was

lost, Myanmar national races had been able to restore it

after regaining independence based on the love of the

nation, patriotism and Union Spirit. History bears witness

to this fact.

The government has been implementing education

promotion programmes designed to contribute to the preva-

lence of peace and tranquillity and development of the

nation in the basic education sector and higher education

sector since 1998 . A 30-year long-term national education

promotion plan has been laid down and is being imple-

mented in the education sector, the medical science sector

and the science and technology sector since the 2001-2002

fiscal year.

Under the national education promotion programme,

opportunities for learning have been opened up to all the

children throughout the nation thanks to the full participa-

tion of parents and wellwishers in the school enrolment

programme for all school-age children. Nowadays, over

7.64 million students are pursuing education at 40,121 basic

education schools. Extended programmes for adult literacy

and promoting the reading skills of neo-literates are being

implemented in the states and divisions.

In the higher education sector also, more doctorate

courses as well as those designed to meet regional needs

under the arrangement of human resource development

centres are being conducted for the emergence of highly

qualified human resources. In addition, more universities

and colleges complete with electronic equipment have been

opened across the nation after designating the 24-develop-

ment zones. At present, some 900,000 trainees are pursuing

education at 154 universities and colleges; and  299 doctor-

ate holders have been turned out.

With the advancement in science and technology, it is

necessary to develop human resources capable of overcom-

ing the challenges posed by the socio-economic life of the

21st century and to inculcate Union Spirit and patriotism in

the children from the basic education level so that there will

emerge the new generation youths who are capable of

successfully discharging the duties for perpetuation of inde-

pendence and sovereignty of the State.

Perpetuation of independence and sovereignty of the

State is the lifeblood of the State and the entire people. To

build a modern and developed democratic  nation,  the

State, fully joining hands with the entire people, has laid

down the seven-point future policy programme of the

State based on the four political objectives in accord with

the national policies—non-disintegration of the Union,

non-disintegration of national  solidarity and perpetuation

of sovereignty.

For the emergence of a peaceful, modern and developed

democratic nation, stability and tranquillity of the State,

strengthening the economy of the State and the people and

promotion of the national education standards are of vital

importance for the emergence of discipline-flourishing demo-

cratic practices in conformity with the historical traditions of

the Union that has always stood united, and cultural tradi-

tions and national character preserved and enhanced genera-

tion after generation. Furthermore, seven-point future policy

programme of the State laid down for the emergence of the

new enduring state constitution and new, modern, devel-

oped  democratic nation must be unitedly implemented with

patriotism, nationalistic spirit and Union Spirit  by the State

and the entire national people.

Therefore, I would like to urge all the national people in

all seriousness to exert efforts with full national strength in

accord with the objectives of the 83rd Anniversary of

National Day:

(a) Keeping  national spirit alive and dynamic and

    uplift of national prestige and integrity

    (b) Uplift of national education

    (c) Perpetuation of independence and sovereignty of

the State

     (d) Success of seven-point future policy programme of

the State. — MNA

Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye  receives Military Attache of Indonesia to Myanmar
Col Amiruddin Usman who had completed his tour of duty and new Military Attache Col Yayat Hidayat at Zeyathiri

Beikman Hall on Konmyinttha.—MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov —Vice-Chairman of the State Peace

and Development Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief

of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-

Senior General Maung Aye received Indonesian Military

Attaché’ to the Union of Myanmar Col Amiruddin Usman

who had completed his tour of duty and new  Military

Attaché’ Col Yayat Hidayat at Zeyathiri Beikman,

Konmyinttha this morning.

Present at the call together with Vice-Senior General

Maung Aye were Military Adviser to the Chairman of the

State Peace and Development Council General Khin

Nyunt, Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Kyi

Min and Commander-in-Chief  (Air) Maj-Gen Myat Hein.

MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov — The

42nd Defence Services   Com-

mander-in-Chief’s shield

Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and

Air) soccer tournament was

opened this afternoon at Youth

Training Centre (Thuwunna).

On behalf of the Com-

mander-in-Chief of Defence

Services, Secretary-2 of the State

Peace and Development Coun-

cil Chairman of the Defence

Services Sports and Physical

Education Administrative

Defence Services C-in-C’s
shield soccer commences

Committee Adjutant-General

Lt-Gen Thein Sein delivered a

speech and opened the tourna-

ment.  Afterwards, the Yangon

Command Team played

against the South-West Com-

mand Team and the match

ended in a 1-1 draw.

Among the spectators

were Yangon Command

Commander Maj-Gen Myint

Swe, senior military officers,

officials of the Ministry of

Sports and guests. —MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives
Indonesian Military Attaches
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PERSPECTIVES

Today, the 10th waning of Tazaungmone, 1365
ME, is the 83rd anniversary of the National Day of
the Union of Myanmar. It was on this historic day
83 years ago that the national movement was
launched which inflamed the nationalistic spirit of
Myanmar people and eventually led to the regain-
ing of sovereignty and independence.

We Myanmar are a people with a high stand-
ard of culture. They have never taken any foreign
aggression lying down but always courageously
repulsed it. A study of how the National Day emerged
shows the steadfastness of their national spirit and
their love for the nation. All the national races of
the Union, always embracing the national spirit,
have lived together through thick and thin for ages.

The national movement was born out of
Myanmar people’s sufferings from various kinds
of oppression — political, economic and social —
by the colonialists during their occupation of the
entire nation after three aggressive wars. The harder
the colonialists tried to break down the national
spirit of Myanmar people, the stronger it became.
The immediate cause that ignited the national move-
ment was the enactment by the colonialists of the
University Act designed to contribute to and pro-
long their rule. University students were totally
against the Act and demanded a better university
education system. Moreover, national schools were
opened across Myanmar with the purpose of imple-
menting the natioanl educational objectives and
the day the national movement was launched was
desiganted as the National Day and the movement
went into Myanmar history.

The National Day is observed every year with
full national essence so that the entire national
people will always remember and value it. The
objectives for the obverance of this year’s National
Day are:
— Keeping the national spirit alive and dynamic

and uplift of national prestige and integrity
— Uplift of national education
— Perpetuation of independence and sovereignty

of the State
— Success of seven-point future policy programme

of the State
We believe that the successful realization of the

objectives of this year’s National Day will surely
contribute a lot to the emergence of a genuine
democracy. Therefore, on this auspicious occasion,
we would like to call on the national brethren of the
Union to try their utmost so that the objectives will
fully materialize.

Successful realization of National Day
objectives, a big step towards
a genuine democracy

Lt-Gen Maung Bo honours outstanding students, artistes
YANGON, 17 Nov —

Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Maung Bo of the
Ministry of Defence  at-
tended ceremony to present
prizes to outstanding stu-
dents, to present teaching/
learning aids and to honour
prize-winners of the 11th
Myanmar Traditional Cul-
tural Performing Arts Com-
petitions in Maw-lamyine on
15 November. Also present
were Mon State Peace and
Development Council Chair-
man South-East Command
Commander Maj-Gen Thura
Myint Aung, Deputy Com-
mander Brig-Gen Myo Hla,
officials, schoolheads and
teachers, trainees of the in-
stitutes of nursing in
Mawlamyine, outstanding
students and their parents,
social organization members
and invited guests.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo and
Commander Maj-Gen Thura

Myint Aung made speeches.
Afterwards, Deputy Direc-
tor-General of No 1 Basic
Education Department
(Lower Myanmar) U C
Thaung Za Tuan reported on
tasks for promoting educa-
tion standard of students in
Mon State.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo pre-
sented prizes to six distinc-
tion winners Ma Zin Mar
Naing who ranked fourth in
the whole Myanmar for

2002-2003 academic year
and Min Soe Ko Lwin who
ranked sixth and five dis-
tinction winner Maung Thaw
Zin Oo who ranked eighth
and 17 teachers who taught
them. The commander pre-
sented prizes to Mudon,
Thanbyuzayat and Maw-
lamyine townships and
BEHS-8, BEHS-9 and
BEHS-6 in Mawlamyine that
got the highest pass rates in
Mon State and six distinc-

tion winners.  Other officials
also presented prizes to out-
standing students. The com-
mander presented teaching/
learning aids for basic edu-
cation schools.

Officials concerned also
presented prizes to 10 gold
medallists, 13 silver medal-
lists and 10 bronze medal-
lists in the 11th Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Per-
forming Arts Competitions.

MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov — No

1 Basic Education High
School, Monywa, held re-
spect paying and prize pres-
entation ceremony yester-
day.

Chairman of Sagaing
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of North-West

Command Maj-Gen Tha

No 1 BEHS, Monywa, holds respect paying ceremony
Aye, Minister for Transport

Maj-Gen Hla Myint Swe,
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, and
old students paid respects
to retired teachers and pre-

sented gifts.
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan

presented gifts to the  cur-
rent teachers of the school.

Outstanding students and

winner students of the

Myanmar Traditional Per-
forming Arts Competitions
were awarded by the com-
mander and the ministers.

A total of K 14.253 mil-

lion were donated by the
wellwishers for the two-sto-
rey building which is under
construction      in the

school.

Commander Maj-Gen
Tha Aye also contributed
K 500,000 to the fund

for the respect paying
ceremony.

Soon was offered to
200 monks at the school.

Maj-Gen Tha Aye and Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan presented
offertories to the monks.

MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov _
Jointly-organized by the De-
partment of Health under the
Ministry of Health, the
Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association
and World Health Organi-
zation, Prevention of Chemi-
cal Effects on Health and

Prevention of chemical effect on health and women clarified
the Women Sector were
clarified at the hall of  the
MMCWA’s building at the
corner of Thanthuma Street
and Parami Road in South
Okkalapa Township this
morning.

Present on the occasion
were Deputy Minister for

Health Dr Mya Oo, Direc-
tors-General, Directors and
officials of the department
under the ministry, President
of the MMCWA Dr Daw
Khin Win Shwe, honourary
patrons Daw Khin Than
Nwe, Daw Than Than Nwe
and Daw Khin Khin Win,

Vice-President of the
MMCWA Dr Kyi Soe and
Dr Daw Tin Lin Myint and
executives, Yangon Divi-
sion MMCWA Head of
Health Department Dr Hla
Myint and committee mem-
bers, officials of the WHO,
Presidents of Township

Commander Maj-Gen Tha Aye, Minister Maj-Gen Hla Myint Swe and Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan pay respects to
retired teachers. — MNA

MMCWA President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe gives talks on prevention of chemical effects on health and the  women’s sector. — MNA

MMCWA in Yangon Divi-
sion and guests.

First, President of the
MMCWA Dr Daw Khin
Win Shwe made a speech
on the ‘Prevention of
Chemical Effects on Health
and the Women Sector’.

Next, Deputy Minister

for Health Dr Mya Oo
made a speech on  ‘Preven-
tion of Chemical Effects
on Health and the Women
Sector’.

Afterwards, Dr Phone
Myint of the Department of
Health gave a talk on ‘Pre-
vention of Chemical Effects

on Health and the Women

Sector’ for women workers

and their families and  Di-

rector Dr Wai Lo Be Li Tun,

‘Global chemical safety by

the year 2020’.

Lectures on ‘Prevention

of Chemical Effects on

Health and the Women Sec-

tor’ will be given to mem-

bers of the MMCWA at the

MMCWA’s building on 19

and 20 November.

 MNA

Lt-Gen Maung Bo presents
an award to an outstanding

student at Mon State’s
prize-presentation cer-
emony for 2002-2003
academic year. — MNA
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Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee (right) poses
with his Syrian counterpart Mohammad Naji Otri at the

historic city of Palmayra near Damascus in Syria—INTERNET

LONDON, 17 Nov—President Bush’s  state visit to Britain this week, conceived as a display of trans-Atlantic unity,
may simply remind Prime Minister Tony Blair of the price he is paying for supporting the war in Iraq.

Blair pays price for supporting Iraq war

Blair’s approval rating has slumped

since committing British troops to the

US-led war. Some of his own lawmak-

ers accuse him of being Bush’s “poo-

dle,” and recent polls suggest a majority

of Britons disapprove of their “special

relationship” with the United States.

Opponents of the war hope to bring

out tens of thousands of demonstrators

to march against Bush’s visit, which

begins Tuesday night.

“It is a disgrace that Tony Blair is

once again ignoring public opinion to

entertain his friend at our expense,”

reads a campaign leaflet printed by the

Stop the War Coalition, which has or-

ganized a Thursday march through cen-

tral London.

The timing of Bush’s visit, planned

17 months ago, is difficult for Blair.

The past year has been dominated

by international affairs, and national

elections may be held in 18 months, so

the prime minister wants to concen-

trate on his domestic agenda and calm

the unrest sparked in his governing

Labour Party by the war.

His recent public appearances have

been dominated by visits to schools,

hospitals and down-at-the-heel public

housing complexes.

In this context, Bush’s “arrival is

about as appropriate as the appearance of

a stripper at a wedding,” The Guardian

newspaper said in a Saturday editorial.

Bush is aware of Blair’s predica-

ment and heaped praise on him in a

round of interviews this week. He also

seemed to counter criticism that Blair

simply took orders from Washington.

Britain has been Washington’s most

solid ally in the war against terrorism.

But the prime minister’s decision to

back the Iraq war, despite widespread

opposition among the public and in the

Labour Party, has cost him dearly. For

the first time in his six years in office,

he appears vulnerable.—Internet

Purported Saddam tape urges Iraqis to fight US
BAGHDAD , 17 Nov— An Arab television network broadcast a purported audio tape by fugitive dictator Saddam

Hussein on Sunday exhorting Iraqis to wage war against occupying forces and warning of more deaths for
US-led troops.

In the northern city of Mosul, US soldiers retrieved wreckage and bodies after two Black Hawk helicopters collided and

crashed under fire on Saturday, killing 17 soldiers in the bloodiest single incident for US forces since they invaded Iraq.

Another five US soldiers were wounded in Mosul on Sunday when a roadside bomb was detonated as their convoy

passed.

“An improvised explosive device went off and there was small arms fire,” said Specialist Joshua Hutcheson, spokesman

for the 101st Airborne Division. “Our soldiers responded but we had five wounded in action.”

Facing a mounting casualty toll in Iraq, Washington has moved to speed the transfer of sovereignty to Iraqis in the hope

of pacifying resentment toward the occupation, and the US Army has adopted new tougher targets to strike back at guerillas.

The purported Saddam tape, broadcast by Dubai-based Al Arabiya television, urged Iraqis to drive out occupying

troops. “Fighting them...is a legitimate, patriotic and humanitarian duty and the occupiers have no choice but to leave our

country...as cursed losers,” it said.

It was the first time in two months that a tape purportedly recorded by Saddam has been broadcast. The former Iraqi

leader is still missing.—Internet

BAGHDAD , 17 Nov—
Wide areas of the Iraqi capi-
tal lost electric power early
Monday, but the reason for
the outage was unclear.

Power went off around

midnight local time and was

still off nearly four hours later.

The US compound and some

major buildings were illumi-

nated with generators.

A US  military spokes-

man said the coalition press

center was operating on gen-

erator power as well, but he

could not say what caused the

outage. —Internet

A TV frame grab taken from Dubai’s Al-Arabiya television during the airing of a speech
purported to be that of former president Saddam Hussein addressing the Iraqi people

on the occasion of the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan.—INTERNET

Britain warns of trade war
unless US lifts steel tariffs

DAMASCUS, 17 Nov—India and Syria want the United
Nations  to play a major role in Iraq where the priority
must be to restore security, said a joint statement to
mark the departure of Indian premier Atal Behari
Vajpayee.

The two countries said it was “vital that the Iraqi people

take charge of their own destiny”, and for the United Nations

to “play a large role in the economic and political recon-

struction of Iraq”.

“Strengthening security in Iraq, building infrastructure

and establishing a government representing all groups of

people are priorities in this country,” the statement added.

India and Syria also called for the “implementation of a

just, global and lasting peace in the Middle East,” with

Vajpayee stressing “India’s support for the Palestinian and

Syrian causes”.

The two countries urged “effective cooperation in the

struggle against international terrorism,” adding that terror

must not be linked to one religion in particular.

Vajpayee also announced that a 25-million-dollar loan

will be granted to Syria to develop bilateral trade, the

statement added.

On Saturday, Syria and India signed bilateral accords on

technology, industry, culture and education.

The Indian prime minister left Syria on Sunday at the end

of a week-long three-nation tour that also took in Russia and

Tajikistan. —Internet

British security forces on higher alert
L ONDON, 17 Nov—Britain moved its security services to a heightened state of

alert on Saturday following warnings of a possible al-Qaeda attack received just
days ahead of a visit by US President George W Bush, the BBC said.

 The BBC reported that the alert status was raised from “substantial” to “severe general” —

the second highest state of alert — but that it was unconnected to the President’s visit. It said there

was no intelligence of a specific attack or target.  Britain’s Home Office declined to comment

on any aspect of the BBC report, saying: “We would never discuss threat levels.”

A security source confirmed the BBC report to Reuters.  Scotland Yard is mobilizing

for a massive policing operation for Bush’s visit to London, where 5,000 officers will be on

duty during his stay, including all London’s armed units. Bush is scheduled to arrive in

Britain on Wednesday for an official state visit with Queen Elizabeth and British Prime

Minister Tony Blair, his closest ally during the war on Iraq. —MNA/Reuters

UN supports debt reduction for Group of Rio
SANTA  CRUZ (Bolivia), 17 Nov—The United Nations supports the demand of the

Group of Rio for international financial organizations to diminish their debt burden.
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan expressed this view to Peruvian President Alejandro

Toledo, whose country is the pro tempore secretary of the group, during a meeting on Friday

night in the eastern Bolivian city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra at the 13th Ibero-American

Summit. Toledo told the Press Saturday that Annan expressed the UN solidarity with the group

in search for innovative mechanisms to reduce the burden of the foreign debt and increase

investments, which would drive the growth in the group’s member countries.— MNA/Xinhua

SANTA CRUZ (Bolivia), 17

Nov— Mexico and Uruguay

signed a free trade agreement

(FTA) here on Saturday, the

first between a member of the

South American Common

Market (Mercosur) and a

country of the North Ameri-

can Free Trade Agreement

(NAFTA).

The agreement was

signed by Mexican President

Vicente Fox and his Uru-

guayan counterpart Jorge

Batlle on the sidelines of the

13th Latin American-Iberian

Summit.— MNA/Xinhua

Mexico ,

Uruguay sign
free  trade
agreement

 LONDON, 17 Nov — British Trade and Industry Secretary

Patricia Hewitt warned Sunday of a trans-Atlantic trade war

unless the United States lifts its steel tariffs, ahead of a state

visit by the US President Gorge W Bush to Britain next

week.

 Hewitt told the British Broadcasting Corporation that

“it is time for them (the US tariffs on steel) to go because if

they don’t go by the first week in December we will be into

a trade war with European retaliations against American

imports”.

 The World Trade Organization ruled last week that the

high tariffs on foreign steel, imposed by US President

George W Bush last year, were in violation of international

fair-trade rules and  illegal.

 The United States is subject to stiff retaliatory sanctions

from trade partners, with fears brewing of a full-scale trade

war.

 Hewitt said Bush must recognize that ruling and act

quickly to prevent European Union retaliations by removing

the tariffs.

MNA/Xinhua

  India, Syria urge
  “large role” for UN in Iraq

Wide areas of the
Iraqi capital

without electric
power
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Iraqis doubt transition plan will end
US control

BAGHDAD ,17 Nov—  Baghdad residents responded sceptically on Sunday to US plans for a faster
political handover in postwar Iraq, saying any government would be under America’s thumb as long as US forces
remain.

 The blueprint was unveiled on

Saturday by Iraq’s US-appointed Gov-

erning Council, but there were no illu-

sions it was home-grown and plenty of

doubt over what it could achieve.

“It’s a plan drawn up by the Ameri-

can Government,” taxi-driver Mo-

hammed Karim, 32, said. “The Gov-

erning Council achieved nothing for

the Iraqi people, so nobody will rec-

ognize the next government either,”

he said.

 “Everything is in the hands of the

occupation forces and the Iraqi people

refuse all kinds of occupation.”

 The ambitious plan, agreed by the

council and Iraq’s US administrator

Paul Bremer, calls for a sovereign gov-

ernment to be in place by the end of

June, formally ending the occupation

— though US officials say troops will

stay anyway.

“It won’t make any difference,” Saad

Jawad, a political science professor at

Baghdad University, told Reuters. “This

is not the Governing Council’s plan. It’s

Bremer’s plan. “Again they will be pick-

ing people according to the taste of the

Americans, people who will comply with

them,” he said.

A sampling of opinions on the streets

of Baghdad suggests few Iraqis believe

an end to the occupation is in sight.

 “I don’t think the American forces

will withdraw from Iraq even if they

establish a government,” said Hassan al-

Garbawi, 42, owner of an electrical goods

shop.

 “They just want to get rid of the

troubles,” he said, referring to guerilla

attacks that have killed at least 160 US

troops since Washington declared

major combat in Iraq over on May 1.

“The next government will be

guided according to what America

wants. The whole process is aimed at

protecting Israel. Iraq has now become

a permanent American base,” Garbawi

said.

Under the new plan, caucuses in

each of Iraq’s 18 provinces will se-

lect a national assembly in a popula-

tion-weighted vote. That assembly

will pick the transitional government,

which will replace the US-led Coali-

tion Provisional Authority.

Samar Abdul-Satar, 51, said the

transitional government would have

no more legitimacy than the Govern-

ing Council.—MNA/Reuters

The soldiers of US Army’s 4th Infantry Division (Task Force Ironhorse) patrol the area in
Saddam Hussein’s hometown, outside Tikrit, north of Baghdad, on 15  Nov, 2003.—INTERNET

India has emerged as a beauty pageant superpower of
sorts. This has spawned a plethora of “beauty pageant

schools” around the country.—INTERNET

 France urges quicker handover of power
 in Iraq

PARIS,17 Nov— French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin has said power should
be handed over to a provisional Iraqi government by the end of the year, calling a mid-2004
timetable favoured by the United States too slow.

 “My view is that it is too late. We need
to move faster. This is an extremely urgent
situation,” Villepin said in an interview that
will appear in the Monday edition of French
daily La Croix.

 On Saturday, Iraqi officials announced
an agreement with the United States under
which a sovereign Iraqi government would
take over power from US occupying au-
thorities by the end of June 2004.

In recent months, the French have irked
American officials by urging a quick trans-
fer of sovereignty without saying how it
would work.

Villepin proposed creating an assembly

composed of members of existing bodies
within Iraq and other “forces” that would
elect a government by the end of the year.

 “In Baghdad we already have a tempo-
rary Governing Council, a constitutional
committee, a council of ministers. Each
counts 25 members,” Villepin said in the
interview, a copy of which was given to
Reuters ahead of publication.

 “We could, for example, bring these
people together, add other forces and create
a representative assembly that would elect a
transitional government of about 15 mem-
bers. All of this could be done by the end of
the year.”—  MNA/Reuters

summit.
The World Summit on

the Information Society

(WSIS), to be held in

Geneva on December 10-

12, was first proposed in

1998 at the height of the

Internet boom, but two years

of preparatory negotia-

tions have failed to resolve

many of the outstanding

issues.

“There are still chal-

lenges. The differences have

not been resolved,” said one

United Nations official af-

ter a week of talks ended

late on Friday.

 A further previously

unscheduled session has

been called for December

5-6 in a bid to clear the way

for 60 heads of state and

government, including Ger-

man Chancellor Gerhard

Schroeder and French Prime

Minister Jean-Pierre

Raffarin, to agree a declara-

tion of principles and a plan

of action.

 Initially conceived as a

way to help poorer coun-

tries to make better use of

the Internet, and through it

perhaps leap-frog some

stages to economic deve-

lopment, the summit has

since broadened to embrace

many facets of the informa-

tion society, including ques-

tions of Press freedom and

Net management.

Some developing states

such as Brazil and India

would like to see greater

national or even

supranational involvement

in administering the Net,

while many rich states are

happy to see it left to the

private sector.

“Developing countries

will argue generally that

governments do need to be

involved, that it cannot sim-

ply be the private sector,

and the private sector in

some industrialized coun-

tries, to take the lead in how

the Internet is governed,”

said Pierre Gagne, execu-

tive secretary of the WSIS

organizing secretariat.

 MNA/Reuters

 An embassy official told Reuters in

Kuwait City the death of Corporal Pietro

Petrucci at al-Sabah hospital brings to 19 the

number of Italians killed in last Wednes-

day’s attack — 17 soldiers and two civilians.

“He died this morning; they switched

off the machine this morning,” the dip-

lomat said. “His parents gave the permission

as he arrived here in bad condition.”

 Petrucci’s injuries were mainly to his

head, he added.

 The embassy official said he believed

Petrucci’s body will be flown home on Sun-

day while most of the dead Italians will

arrive on Saturday in Italy. Some of the

wounded have already arrived there,

he said.

The bombing in the Carabinieri police

base in the city of Nassiriya, which also

killed nine Iraqis, was Italy’s worst military

slaughter since World War II.

 MNA/Reuters

KUWAIT ,  17 Nov— An Italian soldier badly wounded in a recent suicide bombing
in southern Iraq died on Saturday in a Kuwait hospital after his parents gave approval
for his life-support system to be turned off, the Italian Embassy said.

Italian soldier wounded in Iraq dies in Kuwait Bodies of
Italians killed
in Iraq return

home
ROME,17 Nov— The bod-

ies of 18 Italians killed in Iraq
in Italy’s worst military
slaughter since World War II
returned home on Saturday to
the tears of family members
and the  salutes of soldiers.

As a lone bugler played
the “Last Post”, the coffins
draped with the red, white and
green Italian flag were taken
off a  green military transport
plane in evening drizzle at
Ciampino  Airport.

A priest blessed the
wooden coffins with holy
water as comrades carried
them past grieving family
members and a military guard
of honour. Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi and  other
ministers of state were also at
the airport. As family mem-
bers prayed, the coffins were
placed into 18 black hearses
for the drive into Rome.

“They paid the highest
price for trying to build peace,”
Ruggiero Olla, who lost his
son Silvio in the blast, told
Reuters. “We hope Iraq will
find peace from our pain. They
really need it.”

 MNA/Reuters

Britons dubious about
Bush ahead of state visit
LONDON, 17 Nov — More than one in three Britons think

George W Bush is stupid and a majority branded the US

President a threat to world peace, opinion poll results

published on Sunday showed.

 With widespread demonstrations being planned by pro-

testers, British Prime Minister Tony Blair conceded that

some opponents  of US policy in Iraq “are rubbing their

hands at the scope for  embarrassing him”.

“But I believe passionately there could not be a better

moment for him to come to the UK than now,” he wrote in

Britain’s leading Sunday tabloid, The News of the World.
“Despite the doubters, I am convinced the visit of

President Bush this week is in the best interests of this

country and the  world.”

Bush is due to arrive in London on Tuesday, and start his

three-day state visit the next day. It will be the first state  visit

by an American president since Ronald Reagan in 1982.

MNA/Reuters

GENEVA,17 Nov— Developed and developing nations
were wide apart on Saturday on managing the Internet
and closing the digital divide between rich and poor at the
end of what was meant as a final meeting before a world

Rich, poor states split
before Internet summit

�������
������	
��	����
��
�

Tanzanians
die of malaria

every five
minutes

 DAR-ES-SALAAM, 17 Nov

— A statistics from Tanza-

nian Health Ministry dis-

closed on Sunday that ma-

laria has caused Tanzanians

dead in every five minutes in

the country.   The statistics

was issued on Sunday in an

inauguration of malaria cam-

paign, organized by Interna-

tional Care Organization.

 The statistic also showed

that 20 per cent of the deaths

in pregnant women and chil-

dren under five years old in

the country are caused by

malaria.
MNA/Xinhua
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IRAQ UNDER US OCCUPATION

Iraqi policemen demonstrate in front of a police station against delays in paying

their salaries at Saaddoun street in the centre of Baghdad on 16 November.

INTERNET

US troops  in full alert Sunday to respond to intensified resistance of Iraqi guerillas in

Baghdad.—INTERNET

US soldiers make their way through a traffic jam after an explosion was heard in

Baghdad on 16 November.—INTERNET

US soldiers clear wreckage from a destroyed Black Hawk helicopter in Mosul, on 16

November, 2003. Soldiers retrieved bodies and wreckage from two Black Hawks

which came down under fire yesterday, killing at least 17 soldiers. The heaviest US

loss of life in a single incident since the invasion of Iraq in March came just hours after

Washington set the country on a  swifter passage to self-rule in a bid to calm Iraqi

                             anger at occupation.—INTERNET

US military police officers block the traffic as others dismantle an Improvised

Explosive Device in the Tunis neighbourhood, north of Baghdad after an explosive

                       device blew up against a US armoured vehicle.—INTERNET

Iraqis watch from a distance as US Army soldiers remove debris of a US Army Black

Hawk helicopter, on Sunday, 16 Nov, 2003, after it crashed into a residential area in

Mosul, northern Iraq, late Saturday. A military spokesman said the two helicopters that

collided and crashed belonged to the 101st Airborne Division, which controls northern

                        Iraq. At least 17 US Army soldiers were killed.—INTERNET
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No evidence Saddam
transferred weapons

WASHINGTON , 17 Nov — The CIA has found no evidence that toppled Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein tried to transfer chemical or biological weapons of mass destruction
to al-Qaeda or other groups, the Washington Post reported on Sunday, citing a military
and intelligence expert.

 Details about the results of the weapons

investigation were released in a report by

Anthony Cordesman, a senior fellow at the

Centre for Strategic and International Stud-

ies, based on briefings over the past two

weeks in Iraq from David Kay, the CIA

adviser who is directing the search for un-

conventional weapons in Iraq, the Post said.

 The paper reported that after Kay’s brief-

ing Cordesman wrote: “No evidence of any

Iraqi effort to transfer weapons of mass

destruction or weapons to terrorists.”

 “Only possibility was Saddam’s

Fedayeen (his son’s irregular force) and talk

only,” Cordesman wrote.

 In an interim report in October, Kay said

that no such weapons had been found in

Iraq. Critics have said the White House may

have exaggerated the threat Iraq posed in

order to justify the war.

 According to the Post, Cordesman, who

visited several Iraqi cities from November 1

to 12, noted that Kay said Iraq “did order

nuclear equipment from 1999 on, but no

evidence (has turned up) of (a) new major

facility to use it”.

 The Post report said although there was

no evidence of chemical weapons produc-

tion, Cordesman wrote that Kay said he had

located biological work “under cover of new

agricultural facility” that showed “advances

in developing dry storable powder forms of

botulinum toxin”.

 During his visit to Baghdad, Babel, Tikrit

and Kirkuk, Cordesman met combat com-

manders and staff in high-threat areas, in-

cluding Iraq’s US administrator Paul Bremer.

 Based on a briefing by Bremer, Cordesman

said 95 per cent of the threat came from

former Hussein loyalists while most foreign

militants, who entered Iraq before the war,

arrived from Syria, with some from Saudi

Arabia and only “a few from Iran”, accord-

ing to the Post report. — MNA/Reuters

 Washington insists fighters are pouring

in over the long desert border and is threat-

ening economic and political sanctions un-

less Syria stops them.

 “There is no infiltration from Syria and

there are no factions in Syria that are trying

to cross into Iraq,” Syrian Vice-President

Abdel-Halim Khaddam said.

 “The Iraqis are 25 million people. Do

they need tens of infiltrators from Saudi

Arabia, Syria, Iran or Turkey? This is part

of a political campaign,” he told reporters

after a day-long meeting with a delega-

tion of over 150 visiting Iraqi tribal lead-

ers.

 “The Syrian border is desert, 360 miles,

so Syria is not required to place soldier by

soldier to protect the border”.

Iraqi tribal leaders, who back a peaceful end

to the US occupation in Iraq, also said militants

were not infiltrating from Syria, which is on a US

list of state sponsors of “terrorism”.

The US Senate voted on Tuesday for sanc-

tions on Syria, which the United States also

accuses of aiding anti-Israeli militants and domi-

nating neighbouring Lebanon, but left it up to

President George Bush to waive the penalties if

he deemed it in the national interest.

 Khaddam said Syria had cooperated

closely with the United States in its war

against “terror” and that US accusations were

aimed at helping Israel.

 Syria remained open to dialogue with the

United States despite the threat of sanctions,

Khaddam added, dismissing the planned

measures as having no effect on Syria’s

economy.

MNA/Reuters

Two US soldiers from the US Army’s 4th Infantry
Division’s 299th Engineers Batallion look at a stockpile

of Iraqi ammunition inside a bunker in Mazham, a
village 12km north of the northern Iraqi town of Tikrit.

INTERNET

Critics  of war in Iraq launch fierce attack on US policy
LONDON, 17 Nov—Critics of the Iraq war have mounted a fierce attack on US

policy ahead of George W Bush’s arrival in London, setting the scene for a stormy
week of protest that could end in clashes between police and demonstrators in the
capital.

Robin Cook, the former

Commons leader and one-

time foreign secretary who

resigned from the cabinet in

protest at the conflict, has

called the US president’s state

visit “baffling” and led a cho-

rus of dissent.

Clare Short, former inter-

national development secre-

tary, has backed the anti-war

protesters, saying the dem-

onstrations will show Mr

Bush that he has made “very

serious mistakes”.

When Mr Bush and his

wife Laura arrive at Heathrow

tomorrow evening, they will

be whisked to Buckingham

Palace and kept en-closed in

a “security bubble” designed

to keep them clear of demon-

strators and the threat of ter-

rorist attack.

The security services are

on their highest alert and huge

concrete blocks have been put

in place around key buildings

in London.

A You Gov poll in The

Sunday Times showed Mr

Bush was held in poor regard.

Sixty per cent felt he was a

threat to world peace and 37

per cent thought him “stu-

pid”. Glenda Jackson, Labour

MP for Hampstead and

Highgate and a fierce oppo-

nent of the conflict, told the

BBC’s Politics Show the visit

was the “Dumb and Dumber

show”— Internet

Blast heard in Baghdad, smoke near US compound
BAGHDAD, 17 Nov— An explosion was

heard in central Baghdad on Saturday and

smoke could be seen rising from an area

close to the headquarters of Iraq’s US-led

administration, Reuters witnesses reported.

The blast happened at around 4:35 pm

(1335 GMT) and shook doors and windows

in the centre of the city.

A cloud of black smoke hung briefly in the

air after the blast. Two US helicopters cir-

cled the area near the compound, site of one

of ousted leader Saddam Hussein’s sprawl-

ing palaces.

A spokesman for the US 1st Armoured

Division, which is responsible for security

in the Iraqi capital, said its units had fired

mortars at insurgents around the same time

as the explosion was heard.—MNA/Reuters

Russian, US officials differ over bilateral ties
MOSCOW, 17 Nov—  A senior Russian official Saturday acclaimed the “trust and

mutually beneficial partnership” with the United States, but US ambassador argued
that the strategic relationship is not so firm and reliable for the moment.

 The Russian-US relations “are being

brought to a qualitatively new level of trust

and mutually beneficial partnership”, Rus-

sian Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov said at a

round-table discussion over  the bilateral

ties on the eve of the 70th anniversary of the

restoration of diplomatic relations between

the two countries.

 Ivanov stressed the necessity of work-

ing permanently to shield the relations from

the influence of “spur-of-the-moment and

opportunistic factors” and called for setting

up mechanisms “that would make it possi-

ble to overcome disagreements and find

solutions without detriment to bilateral

relations”.

 The minister admitted that the two coun-

tries share “non-coincidence of interests

and divergence in approaches” to some world

problems, which would not be “instantly

and completely erased” in the process of

building up a new quality of ties.

 Relations between the two countries

should be marked by “recognition of each

other’s interests, openness, predictability,

and a readiness to search for reasonable

compromises”, he told the  participants of

the round table.

 The minister cited “the fight against new

threats, the strengthening of strategic stabil-

ity, non-proliferation and the settlement of

international conflicts” as the priority tasks

for bilateral cooperation.

 But US Ambassador to Russia Alexan-

der Vershbow seemed less optimistic about

the bilateral ties, pointing out that Moscow

and Washington have not yet succeeded

in establishing a firm and reliable

partnership.

 Speaking at the round table, Vershbow

called on the two countries to openly ex-

press their disagreements and

dissatisfactions, which “could be more use-

ful than trying to persuade each other that

one’s opinion is the only right one”.

  MNA/Xinhua

Italian PM says
too many  rules

for EU businesses
 BRUSSELS, 17 Nov — Ita-

lian Prime Minister Silvio

Berlusconi said here Friday

that the enterprises in the

European Union (EU) are

having too many rules which

restrict their growth and ex-

pansion. He made the re-

marks at a competitiveness

meeting of EU enterprises.

 He said that European en-

terprises were put in disad-

vantage by these rules when

facing competition from out-

side.  The excess of European

regulations “invades the lives

of companies and citizens,”

he said, adding that the weight

of these “traps and snares” is

even heavier with the de-

crease in the citizens’ power

and will to spend. Berlusconi

said that the whole of Euro-

pean architecture needs

streamlining if it really wants

to face fierce competition

from North America and

Asia. — MNA/Xinhua

“Concorde’s”
nose fetches

470,250 euros in
auction

 PARIS, 17 Nov — The

sleek needle-nose of the su-

personic Concorde was sold

to an anonymous buyer for

470,250 euros at an auction

on Saturday, over 30 times

the price it was expected to

fetch, auctioneers Christie’s

said. Over two hundred Con-
corde souvenirs, from the

plane’s instruction manual

to its engine, were up for

grabs in the auction, which

brought in a total of 3.29

million euros.

 Christie’s had expected to

bring in a total of only about

250,000 euros from the sale,

whose proceeds go to the Air

France foundation, a charity

for under-privileged children.

 MNA/Reuters

A fourth rare Sumatran rhinoceros has died at a
Malaysian breeding centre while the last remaining

rhino is seriously ill—INTERNET

 DAMASCUS, 17 Nov— Syria denied on Saturday that foreign militants were crossing
its border to fight US forces occupying Iraq.

��� ��������	
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Syria says no militants

crossing its border to Iraq
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* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Efficient use of fuel

There are about 500,000 households
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt power
station can supply.

Efficient use of electricity
* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity

only if there is not enough natural light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity

required in production and service enter-
prises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

* Oppose those relying on external
elements, acting as stooges, holding
negative views

* Oppose those trying to jeopardize
stability of the State and progress of
the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external
destructive elements as the common
enemy

People’s Desire

10th Waning of Tazaungmon

1365 ME

18-11-2003

83rd Anniversary
National Day

* Keeping national spirit alive and
dynamic and uplift of national
prestige and integrity

* Uplift of national education
* Perpetuation of independence and

sovereignty of the State
* Success of seven-point future policy

programme of the State

83rd Anniversary National
Day Objectives

* Do not be frightened

whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered

whenever flattered

* Do not be softened

whenever appeased

All this needs to
be known

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win tours Magway…
(from page 16)

of Irrigation Department

four miles from Gyobin Vil-

lage to the west of Pathein-

Monywa Highway.

The main embankment

of Maday Dam will be 1,900

feet in length and 125 feet in

height. It will have two dykes

and its water  storage capac-

ity will be 45,000 acre feet.

The dam will benefit 4,000

acres of land.

Next, the Secretary-1

and party inspected the

Pathein-Monywa Highway

by car.

They arrived at Mezali

Village in Mindon Town-

ship  at 11.30 am. The Sec-

retary-1 inspected dispen-

sary being built by the vil-

lagers on self-reliance basis

and fulfilled the needs.

They proceeded to

Mindon and viewed round

the development of the town.

At Mindon Township

PDC, the Secretary-1 met with

officials of the township,

USDA members and mem-

bers of social organizations.

Township PDC Chair-

man U Myint Soe and offi-

cials reported to the Secre-

tary-1 and party on matters

relating to education, health,

economy and regional de-

velopment programmes.

Next, officials of the district

and division and deputy

ministers made supplemen-

tary reports.

The Secretary-1 fulfilled

the needs as regards their re-

ports and urged the officials to

make collective efforts for

development of Mindon

Township, boosting agricul-

tural production, raising edu-

cation and health standard and

rural development.

The Secretary-1 pre-

sented gifts for Township

USDA, Maternal and Child

Welfare Association, Com-

mittee for Women’s Affairs,

Red Cross Society, Fire Bri-

gade and War Veterans Or-

ganization.

After the ceremony, they

left there for Mindon BEHS

where they were welcomed

by the headmaster, teachers

and students.

The Secretary-1 and party

inspected computer room, au-

dio visual media room, audio

room, arts room and e-Edu-

cation Learning Centre. They

also enjoyed the skill demon-

stration of students.

After giving instructions

to teachers, the Secretary-1

presented exercise books for

basic education schools in

Mindon Township to Head-

master U Khin Maung Soe.

Next, the Secretary-1

and party arrived at Mindon

Township People’s Hospi-

tal and inspected operation

theatre and wards.

Vice-Chairman of the

National Health Committee

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win

greeted the health staff and

presented cash assistance for

Mindon Township People’s

Hospital and Mezali Village

dispensary to officials.

In the afternoon, the Sec-

retary-1 and party left

Mindon for Minbu and ar-

rived there later in the after-

noon. They were welcomed

there by Commander of No

88 Light Infantry Division

Col Aung Than Htut and

officials.

In meeting with Chair-

man of Minbu District PDC

Lt-Col Tin Maung Win, lo-

cal authorities and officials

at Minbu District PDC of-

fice, the Secretary-1 dis-

cussed matters relating to

the government’s endeav-

ours for development of the

State by laying down good

foundations in political, eco-

nomic and social sectors. He

urged officials at different

levels in Magway Division

and local people to lend

themselves to economic de-

velopment of the State.

Together with Magway

Division Education Officer

U Aung Chein and officials,

Deputy Minister for Educa-

tion Brig-Gen Soe Win

Maung, who accompanied

the Secretary-1,  met with

the headmaster and teach-

ers of No 1 BEHS at the

school.

Similarly, Deputy Min-

ister for Health Dr Mya Oo

inspected buildings which

are under construction at

Minbu District People’s

Hospital.

Later, The Secretary-1

and party proceeded to

Minhla Township and ar-

rived there at night.

  On 15 November, the

Secretary-1 and party ar-

rived at People’s Hospital

in Minhla Township. They

visited patients there and in-

spected medical store and

operation theatre and gave

instructions.

 The Secretary-1 and

party went to Basic Educa-

tion High School in Minhla

where they were welcomed

by Division and Township

Education Officers, school

heads, teachers and students.

 Next, Vice-Chairman of

Myanmar Education Com-

mittee Secretary-1 Lt-Gen

Soe Win and party inspected

language lab, computer

room, audio visual room, e-

learning centre, study room,

art studio and domestic sci-

ence room. The Secretary-1

watched musical skill dem-

onstration of the students.

       (See page 9)

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects the multimedia classroom at the basic education high
school in Mindon. — MNA

Four-storey school building at Pyay University in Bago Division (West). — MNA



8    THE  NEW  LIGHT  OF  MYANMAR   Tuesday, 18 November, 2003

Priority is being given to development of states and border areas including Rakhine State that
lagged behind in development in successive eras

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than attends opening of Sanepauk Bridge in An Township, Rakhine State
YANGON, 17 Nov—A cer-

emony to open Sanepauk

Bridge built by Public Works

under the Ministry of Con-

struction on Yangon-

Kyaukpyu road in An Town-

ship, Rakhine State was held

at the pandal near the bridge

this morning, attended by

member of the State Peace

and Development Council

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than of

the Ministry of Defence.

Also present on the occa-

sion were Chairman of

Rakhine State Peace and

Development Council Com-

mander of Western Com-

mand Maj-Gen Maung Oo,

Minister for Construction

Maj-Gen Saw Tun, officials

of the State Peace and Devel-

opment Council Office,

heads of departments, local

authorities, members of so-

cial  organizations and cul-

tural troupes, teachers and

students and local people

numbering over 6,000.

First, Lt-Gen Khin

Maung Than made a speech.

He said that the State Peace

and Development Council

has been making strenuous

efforts for all-round devel-

opment to ensure the emer-

gence of a new modern and

developed nation. In the

process, development

projects have been laid down

and are being implemented

to bring about equitable and

harmonious development

across the nation.

Priority is being given to

development of states and

border areas including

Rakhine State that lagged

behind in development in

successive eras for various

reasons. Transport is of para-

mount importance for de-

velopment of a region. With

better transport, the socio-

economic life of the people

will improve. This being the

case, there will be frequent

contact among the national

races, thereby contributing

to further strengthening of

the national unity.

Therefore, the govern-

ment is placing emphasis on

better transport in all the

states and divisions.

Rakhine State with many

rivers and creeks was of dif-

ficult access in the past and it

had to rely only on water-

ways and airways. Although

there were An mountain pass,

Taungup mountain pass and

Gwa-Ngathainggyaung

Road, there were no motor

roads to link them and the

existing roads fell into ruin.

Therefore, upgrading of

Yangon-Sittway road was

launched as the special

project out of the goodwill

of Head of State Senior Gen-

eral Than Shwe. At present,

the Sittway-Ponnagyun-

K y a u k t a w - M r a u k U -

Minbya-An Union highway

has been successfully imple-

mented, and as a result the

people of Rakhine State have

now been able to travel from

one place to another with

peace of mind.

In addition, Yangon-

Kyaukpyu Union Highway

is being implemented in ac-

cord with the guidance of

the Head of State. The

Sanepauk Bridge opened to-

day is a bridge on Taungup-

Ma-ei-Kyaukpyu road sec-

tion of the Yangon-

Kyaukpyu Union Highway.

The Kaishay Bridge, the

Tanlwe Bridge, Hsabyin

Bridge, Lamu Bridge, Ma-ei

Bridge and Kyaukgyipauk

Bridge have been con-

structed out of 14 bridges

with a length of over 180

feet to be constructed on

Taungup-Ma-ei-Kyaukphyu

road section. The Sanepauk

Bridge opened today is the

7th of its kind on the road

section.

Sustained efforts are be-

ing made to complete the

remaining Londawpauk

Bridge, Didokepauk Bridge,

Thanthamagyi Bridge,

Thanthamachay Bridge,

Thazintan Bridge,

Wanphike Bridge and

Mingyaung Bridge as soon

as possible.

Therefore, the Yangon-

Kyaukpyu Union Highway

will take shape in the very

near future. At the same time,

people from Kyaukpyu and

Yanbye will be able to have

contact with those from other

states and divisions. With

better transport in the re-

gion, socio-economic life of

the local people will im-

prove, resulting in further

consolidation of the national

unity.

In conclusion, Lt-Gen

Khin Maung Than thanked

officials of Public Works

who made relentless efforts

in construction of Yangon-

Kyaukpyu Union Highway

as the people from Rakhine

State will be soon able to

travel from one place to an-

other with the emergence of

roads and bridges across the

nation, and called on local

authorities and local people

to maintain the bridge for its

durability.

Next, Minister for Con-

struction Maj-Gen Saw Tun

spoke. He said the Ministry

of Construction is carrying

out the task on transport sec-

tor, one of five rural develop-

ment tasks.  Without taking

economic profits into consid-

eration, the government im-

plemented border regions and

rural development tasks un-

der the guidance of the Head

of State. Ten major bridges

and over 800 small bridges

were constructed on the

Yangon-Sittway Road with

difficulty. Head of State Sen-

ior General Than Shwe him-

self formally opened the road

on 5-2-2000.

    He said the Sanepauk

Bridge is on Yangon-

Kyaukpyu Road which is

under construction. The

bridge is the 164th of the

facilities which are over 180

feet and above and it is the

26th one in Rakhine State, he

said. Construction of the

bridge started on 1-3-2001

and it was built at a cost of K

1,239 million plus US $ 0.034

million.

(See page 10)

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than addresses the opening of
Sanepauk Bridge in An, Rakhine State. — MNA

Commander

Maj-Gen

Maung Oo

speaks words

of thanks at

the opening

of Sanepauk

Bridge.

MNA

Minister

Maj-Gen

Saw Tun

addresses the

opening of

Sanepauk

Bridge.

 MNA

Newly-opened

Sanepauk

Bridge on

Yangon-

Kyaukpyu

Road, An

Township,

Rakhine State.

MNA

Members of social organizations seen at the opening of Sanepauk Bridge in An Township, Rakhine State. — MNA
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Soe Win tours …

(from page 7)
The Secretary-1 and party

met Chairman of Minhla

Township Peace and Devel-

opment Council and mem-

bers, departmental officials,

members of the Union Soli-

darity and Development As-

sociation and social organi-

zations.

Chairman of Township

Peace and Development

Council U Aung Kyaw Oo

reported on efforts for local

rice sufficiency, surplus of

edible oil, measures under-

taken for education, health

and rural development and

requirements for ensuring

better transport.

    The Secretary-1 then

gave instructions. He pre-

sented cash to officials for

the medical funds of Minhla

Township People’s Hospi-

tal and for installation of

computers at basic educa-

tion high schools in the

township and gifts for

USDA, Maternal and Child

Welfare Association, Wom-

en’s Affairs Work Commit-

tee, Red Cross and Fire Bri-

gades and War Veterans

Organization.

    Next, the Secretary-1

presented teaching/learning

aids to Headmistress Daw

Nu Nu and exercise books

for basic education schools

in Minhla Township to

Township Education Officer

U Aung Lwin. He cordially

greeted those present.

    The Secretary-1 and

party visited Minhla Fort

built by King Mindon and

Prince Kanaung and gave

instructions on preservation

of the fort without affecting

its original style.

    The Secretary-1 and

party arrived at Malun and

inspected erection of a

statue, Beikman and Square

of Naymyo Thura Yekhaung

Agga Maha General Thadoe

Maha Bandoola who sacri-

ficed his life in anti-imperi-

alist struggle.

    The Secretary-1 and

party proceeded to

Sinbaungwe Township and

greeted local people.

    The Secretary-1 met

the TEO, Headmistress and

teachers at the BEHS in the

township.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win makes a speech in meeting with officials at Minhla Township Peace and Development Council Office. — MNA

    The TEO, Headmis-

tress and teachers of the

BEHS reported on teaching

and requirements. The Sec-

retary-1 urged the teachers

to nurture the students to be

educated. He presented cash

for the funds and teaching

aids to Headmistress Daw

Nu Nu Yi and exercise books

for basic education schools

in Sinbaungwe Township to

Township Education Officer

Daw Thaung Yi.

    The Secretary-1 and

party met departmental offi-

cials, members of USDA and

social organizations and

townselders.

    Chairman of Township

Peace and Development

Council U Myint Oo and of-

ficials reported on education,

health, transport and devel-

opment and requirements.

The Secretary-1 fulfilled the

requirements. He said he

came there to fulfil the re-

quirements of the township.

Most of the service person-

nel in the township are local

people and they are to work

hard for regional develop-

ment.

    In meeting with offi-

cials of Mindon, Minbu and

Minhla in Magway Division,

he gave instructions on rice

sufficiency, water supply,

transformation of croplands

into farmlands, boosting pro-

duction, effective utilization

of land and marine resources

and cooperation for greening

of the region.

    Like other townships,

Mindon, Minhla and

Sinbaungwe Townships in

Magway Division have de-

veloped in economy, educa-

tion, health and transport sec-

tors and people in the region

are doing their business

peacefully and safely, he

said.

    He said Minbu has de-

veloped economically due to

Ayeyawady River-crossing

Magway Bridge. Develop-

ment of townships, states and

divisions lead to national de-

velopment. Various regions

in the states and divisions

have now developed due to

correct policy, guidance of

the government, efforts of

service personnel and coop-

eration of the people, he said.

    He said the gap of liv-

ing standard between one re-

gion and another is becom-

ing less and less. Generally

speaking, the entire Union is

on the right development

path. Economic, social and

transport infrastructures built

by the government are firm

foundations for emergence

of a modern developed na-

tion. Efforts are to be made

with greater momentum for

more progress, employing

these foundations, he added.

    He said service person-

nel representing the govern-

ment are the ones who are

implementing the policy of

the government practically.

He spoke of the need to make

continued efforts with dili-

gence and dignity. Commu-

nity welfare services are to

be implemented in coopera-

tion with local administra-

tive bodies, he said.

     Local administrative bod-

ies especially peace and de-

velopment councils at dif-

ferent levels are the organi-

zations that closely take care

of the people. Special care

must be taken that their pro-

cedures and errors should not

be a burden to the people, he

said. Next, Secretary-1 Lt-

Gen Soe Win presented cash

assistance through officials

to the trust funds of

Sinbaungwe People's Hos-

pital, and gifts to the Union

Solidarity and Development

Association and social or-

ganizations. He also cor-

dially met with those present

on the occasion.

After the ceremony, the

Secretary-1 and party went

to the Sinbaungwe People's

Hospital, where he inspected

surgical rooms and medical

store rooms, and comforted

the patients receiving medi-

cal treatment.

In the afternoon, the Sec-

retary-1 and party arrived at

the basic education high

school of Chaungkauk model

village, Sinbaungwe Town-

ship, where he inspected

teaching aids gathered for

multimedia classrooms.

After  hearing reports on

requirements for construc-

tion of new school buildings,

the Secretary-1 attended to

the needs and presented

teaching aids to the

schoolhead.

Deputy Minister for Edu-

cation Brig-Gen Soe Win

Maung also presented a com-

puter  for multimedia class-

rooms to the schoolhead.

Later at Koepin model

village of Sinbaungwe

Township, the Secretary-1

and party inspected a two-

storey school building under

construction at the basic edu-

cation middle school

(branch) and gave necessary

instructions.

In the evening, the

Secretary-1 and party

arrived at Pyay in Bago

Division.Yesterday morn-

ing, the Secretary-1 and party

went to the Khittaya Indus-

trial Zone, where he looked

into the production of vehi-

cle components ordered by

No 2 Auto Manufacturing

Factory (Htonbo) and that of

Khittaya Wagon vehicles.

At the hall of the indus-

trial zone, the Secretary-1

met with industrialists and

heard reports on matters re-

lating to the establishment

of the industrial zone and its

present condition, the pro-

duction of vehicle parts, and

assistance to be rendered for

the development of the in-

dustrial zone.

After hearing the reports,

the Secretary-1 gave instruc-

tions, saying that the Gov-

ernment is giving encourage-

ment and rendering assist-

ance all the time to industrial

progress of the private sec-

tor. Since the Khittaya In-

dustrial Zone is located in

the area close to factories

under the Ministry of Indus-

try-2 it has close business

relations with them, the zone

has  a bag of chances to de-

velop itself.

He added that with the

cooperation becoming

stronger and stronger be-

tween the government and

private industrialists, there

will no doubt be a rapid

growth in Myanma indus-

trial sector.

After meeting with indus-

trialists, the Secretary-1 and

party proceeded to the Gov-

ernment Technological Col-

lege in Pyay. At the meeting

hall of the college, the Secre-

tary-1 heard reports on the

strength of the college's fac-

ulty, courses conducted at the

college, and the population of

students.

In response to the reports,

the Secretary-1 said that in-

dustrial development is of ne-

cessity for the nation to be

modern. Therefore, human re-

sources crucial for industrial

development are being nur-

tured and produced at univer-

sities, colleges and institutes.

He added that teachers

themselves are competent in

the fields of higher education

and they also nurture the stu-

dents to be well-rounded indi-

viduals the State can rely on.

Moreover, they should

hold the view that they are

nurturing those capable of

working for the State in the

future. He continued that the

teachers therefore should not

regard their noble duties as

normal ones and strive for the

State so as to be on a par with

world nations in terms of de-

velopment.

Later, the Secretary-1 and

party inspected the computer

room, the motor control lab

and machenical unit  at the

college.

Next, the Secretary-1 and

party went to the Pyay 200-

bed General Hospital. At the

briefing hall of the hospital, he

heard reports on the strength

of the hospital staff, require-

ments for the staff quarters,

and matters related to giving

treatment to patients. Deputy

Minister for Health Dr Mya

Oo also gave supplementary

reports.

In response, the Secretary-

1 gave necessary instructions

and looked into the construc-

tion of the two-storey build-

ing.

The Secretary-1 and party

also went to the Pyay

           (See page 15)

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects the Ma Day dam project under construction west of the Pathein-Monywa Road. — MNA
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Medical Specialities
Conference to be

held
YANGON, 17 Nov — The

Myanmar Medical Associa-
tion will hold its 11th Medi-
cal Specialities Conference
at the hall of the association
at No 249, Theinbyu Street,
Mingala Taungnyut Town-
ship from 21 to 24 Novem-
ber.

The doctors who wish to
attend the conference can
register at the office of the
association on 19, 20 and 21
November during office
hours. — MNA

(from page 8)
Chairman of Rakhine

State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Western Command Maj-
Gen Maung Oo also spoke
on the occasion saying that
people living in Rakhine
State are now witnessing new
Union Highways that stem
from the main land. It is sure
that with better transport in
the state there will be devel-
opment in economic, social,
health, education sectors and
harmonious development
will be achieved in manu-
facturing and trade sectors,
he noted.

Next, on behalf of local
residents, Executive of
Rakhine State USDA U Nan
Aung Tun spoke words of
thanks.

Commander Maj-Gen
Maung Oo and Minister Maj-
Gen Saw Tun formally

Priority is being given to development…
opened the bridge by cutting
a ribbon. Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than, Commander
Maj-Gen Maung Oo, Minis-
ter Maj-Gen Saw Tun and
party had a documentary
photo taken together with
those present.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than unveiled the
stone inscriptions of the
bridge and inspected the
bridge.

With the length of 789
feet and 4 inches and 24 feet
wide motor way, Sanepauk
Bridge is built on Sanepauk
Creek. It has 2 feet wide pe-
destrian lanes on both sides.

Its upper structure is of
steel frame and lower struc-
ture is of reinforced concrete
type. It can withstand 60-ton
loads. Its clearance is 170
feet wide and 6 feet in height
from the maximum water
level. — MNA

59th Armed Forces Day Commemorative
Literary and Arts committee meets

YANGON, 17 Nov —First
coordination meeting of the
59th Anniversary Armed
Forces Day  Commemora-
tive Literary and Arts Com-
mittee was held this after-
noon at the meeting hall of
the Defence Services Mu-
seum here.

Vice Chairmen of the
committee Chief of Staff
(Navy) Rear Admiral Soe
Thein and Deputy Chief of
Armed Forces Training Brig-
Gen Nyan Win, Deputy Min-
ister for Education Brig-Gen
Soe Win Maung, Vice Adju-
tant-General Brig-Gen Hla
Shwe and committee mem-
bers, senior military officers
and departmental officials
attended the meeting.

Rear-Admiral Soe Thein
presided over the meeting.
At the meeting, chairmen and

committee members of the
work committees — literary
and photo competition hold-
ing work committee, poem
and art competition holding
work committee, university,
college, institute and basic
education schools literary
and art competition holding
work committee, literary, art
exhibition, accommodation
and reception work commit-
tee, work committee for sol-
diers code of conduct, ex-
tempore talks, prize presen-
tation and finance, TV Quiz
work committee and com-
puter quiz on Twelve objec-
tives —   reported on the
respective work to be under-
taken.

Next, those present dis-
cussed the tasks of the Liter-
ary and Arts Competition
Organizing Committee.

 MNA

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses the opening of the 42nd Tatmadaw (Army/Navy/Air) Soccer Tournament for
the Defence Services Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy. — PPRU

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe delivers an address at the coordination meeting of the
subcommittee. — MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov — The
Subcommittee for the hoist-
ing of Yangon City Flag and
the Saluting of State Flag on
the 56th Anniversary of In-
dependence Day 2004, held
its first coordination meet-
ing at the meeting hall of the
Pyithu Hluttaw Building on
Pyay Road here this after-
noon.

Chairman of the Sub-
committee, Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council and
Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe delivered an address.

Subcommittee for observance of 56th AnniversaryIndependence Day meets
The commander called

upon members of the sub-
committee and work com-
mittees to make concerted
efforts in holding the cer-
emony on a grand scale in
accord with the objectives of
the 56th Anniversary of In-
dependence Day — “All the
national people to collec-
tively safeguard the national
independence and ensure
perpetuation of sovereignty”;
“All the national people to
be united to ensure non-dis-
integration of the Union and
non-disintegration of na-
tional solidarity”; “All the

national people to strive for
the emergence of an endur-
ing State Constitution and
for the building of a new,
modern and developed na-
tion”; and “All the national
people to participate with full
sense of Union Spirit and
Patriotism in the successful
implementation of the seven-
point roadmap of the State”.

Next, Members of work
committees also reported on
arrangements made by their
respective work committees.
Those present at the meeting
also took part in discussions.

 MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov—A

three-member delegation led

by Economic Policy Adviser

Mr Bruce J Tolentino of Of-

fice of the Prime Minister

Philippine guests meet UMFCCI General Secretary
Supreme National Economic

Council (SNEC) of the Phil-

ippines met with General

Secretary of the Union of

Myanmar Federation of

Chambers of Commerce and

Industry U Sein Win Hlaing

and CEC members at the

UMFCCI this afternoon.

MNA

Earthquake report
YANGON, 17 Nov— An

earthquake of strong inten-

sity (7.3) Richter Scale with

its epicentre outside of

Myanmar about 4770 miles

Northeast of Kaba-Aye seis-

mological observatory was

recorded at 13 hours 23 min-

utes 54 seconds Myanmar

Standard Time on 17

November, 2003.

MNA

MYSW course opened
YANGON, 17 Nov—With

the sponsorship of Myanmar
Computer Federation and As-
sociation for Overseas Schol-
arship, the Software Design
and Development Engineer
Examination Course

(MYSW) was opened at the
MICT Park here today.

Present were  Vice-Chair-
man of e-National Task Force
U Aung Myint, Vice-Chair-
man of MCF Dr Kyaw Thein,
Chairman of Myanmar Com-

puter Scientists Association
U Thaung Tin, course instruc-
tors and trainees. The 6-week
course supported by AOTS is
being attended by 36 train-
ees.

MNA

YANGON, 17 Nov — A
combined team comprising
members of Local Intelli-
gence Unit and Tamu Spe-
cial Anti-Drug Squad, acting
on information, searched sus-
pect Htan Noe (a) Lan Htan
Khan nearby Nanpalaw
creek, Tamu Township on 23
May, 2003 and seized her
together with five grams of
heroin.

In connection with the
case, action was taken against
Htan Noe (a) Lan Htan Khan,
son of U Hsan Lyan Mon of
Myoma 11 Ward, Tamu, un-

Drug dealers sentenced
der Section 15/19 (A) of Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law by Tamu Po-
lice Station.

Tamu District Court on
29 September handed down
on Htan Noe (a) Lan Htan
Khan to five years’ imprison-
ment under Section 15 and 13
years’ imprisonment under
Section 19 (A).

Similarly, the combined
team searched suspect Anyi
(a) Lun Kho Kim on
Nantphalon road, Tamu
Township on 10 July, 2003
and seized him with 0.8165

kilos of opium.
In connection with the

case, action was taken against
Anyi (a) Lun Kho Kim, son
of U Maung Shwe of
Nyaungnatgyi village, Tamu
under Section 15/19 (A) of
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances Law by
Tamu Police Station.

Tamu District Court on
29 September handed down
on  Anyi (a) Lun Kho Kim to
five years’ imprisonment un-
der Section 15 and 13 years’
imprisonment under Section
19 (A). — MNA
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic
development of all regions in the country

Implementation of projects for socio-economic
development of all regions in the country

Myanmar people are advancing

in the information and commu-

nication technology at a high

speed. One of the nation’s great

leaps forward in the field of ICT

is the opening of Myanmar

Information and Communica-

tion Technology Park in

Yangon on 21 January 2002.

The photo shows Myanmar ICT

Park in Hline Township.

PHOTO: MNA

Modern buildings have

emerged in the Capital

Yangon in the time of the

Tatmadaw government. The

photo shows Pearl condo-

minium built under joint

sponsorship of Yangon City

Development Committee and

Asia Express (Yangon) Co.

PHOTO: MNA

Efforts are being

made to upgrade

Yangon city, the

capital of

Myanmar, to meet

the standard of the

capitals in the

nations of the

world. Strand

Road of Yangon

seen clean and

pleasant after

being upgraded

into a six-lane

facility.

PHOTO: MNA
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “ SENTOSA” VOY NO (17)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SENTOSA Voy No

(17) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving on

20-11-2003 and cargo will be discharged into the premises

of Myanma Port Authority  where it will lie at the consign-

ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and

conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to 11.20

am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now declared as the

third day after final discharge of cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department
   Myanma Port Authority

        Agent For:

TOKO KAIUN KAISHA LTD., JAPAN

Phone : 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “JATIWANGI PB-400” VOY NO (365)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV JATIWANGI PB-

400 Voy No (365) are hereby notified that the vessel will be

arriving on 18-11-2003 and cargo will be discharged into the

premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s risk

and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of

the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to 11.20

am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now declared as the

third day after final discharge of cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department
   Myanma Port Authority

      Agent For:

M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER LINE

Phone : 256908/378316/376797

 SANTA CRUZ (Bolivia),

17 Nov— With Bolivia’s

bloody popular revolt fresh

in their minds, Latin Ameri-

can leaders meeting over the

weekend faced up to their

failure to fight poverty over

the last 20 years when the

region embraced free-mar-

ket policies.

 As host of the annual

summit of 19 Latin Ameri-

can countries, Spain and

Portugal, Bolivia put pov-

erty and unrest at the top of

the agenda.

 “Despite our attempts to

build something for all, ex-

clusion, intolerance and dis-

 TORONTO, 17 Nov— The

man who will soon become

Canada’s new prime minis-

ter said on Saturday he

wanted to improve strained

relations with the United

States but ruled out the idea

of a joint immigration pact

to help allay US security

concerns.

 Paul Martin, elected

leader of Canada’s ruling

Liberals Party on Friday, also

declined to give a firm an-

swer when asked whether

Ottawa would sign up to a

controversial proposed US

missile defence system.

 Within the next few

weeks Martin will take over

as prime minister from Jean

Chretien, whose ties with US

President George W Bush

Canada’s new leader rules out US
immigration pact

were cool from the start and

deteriorated over Canada’s

decision not to take part in

the war on Iraq.

 Martin said he wanted to

establish “a strong under-

standing” with Bush and ac-

knowledged past strains,

some of which he said had

been caused by poor com-

munication. Last year

Chretien’s Press chief was

forced to quit after calling

Bush a moron.

 “We have to be much

more sophisticated in our

dealings with the US,” Mar-

tin told a news conference,

saying he wanted Canada to

liaise more with US senators

and members of Congress.

 The United States is by

far Canada’s greatest export

market and some in the busi-

ness community fear that

defying Washington could

have devastating economic

consequences. Martin said

Canada would ultimately act

in its own interests.

 Some right-wing observ-

ers in Canada and the United

States say Ottawa could help

alleviate US security con-

cerns by coordinating its

immigration policies with

Washington.

 Canada aims to accept

around 300,000 immigrants

a year — some from nations

where people have expressed

hostility to the United States

— and critics say the coun-

try could become a staging

ground for anti-US mili-

tants.—MNA/Reuters

 SANTA CRUZ (Bolivia), 17 Nov—  Spain unveiled two

programmes during the 13th Latin American-Iberian Sum-

mit on Saturday in an effort to support the tourism and coffee

production in Central America.

 The programmes were presented by Spanish Prime Min-

ister Jose Maria Aznar at a luncheon with the Central

American leaders attending the two-day summit, which was

held in the eastern Bolivian city of Santa Cruz de la Sierra.

 The coffee programme aims to guarantee the livelihood

of coffee producers, and to increase the added value of

coffee produced in the sub-region.

 In areas where grain of superior quality could not be

grown, alternative crop production would be promoted, said

Aznar.

 The action plan on tourism aims to promote a sustainable

growth  in the sector by extending support to the national and

regional tourism institutions.— MNA/Xinhua

HAVANA, 17 Nov— Cuba

and Sudan have signed five

documents at the first meet-

ing of the Cuba-Sudan mixed

inter-governmental commis-

sion, the Granma daily re-

ported on Sunday.

 The documents include

the Mixed Commission Pro-

tocol, a memorandum of un-

derstanding on education and

health, and an agreement on

agricultural cooperation.

 Sudan’s International Co-

operation Minister Yousif

Souliman said that with the

signing of these agreements

a new chapter in the Khar-

toum-Havana relations has

been opened, the newspaper

said.

 Cuban Minister for For-

eign Investment and Col-

laboration Marta Lomas said

that the first meeting of the

mixed commission is an ex-

ample of the will of both

governments to work in iden-

tifying areas of collabora-

tion. The two sides also

showed interest in coopera-

tion in sports and youth af-

fairs, and culture.

 During his stay in Cuba,

where he arrived on Novem-

ber 9, Yousif Souliman held

talks with Cuban Foreign

Minister Felipe Perez and

Cuban vice-ministers in

charge of health, education,

agriculture, foreign trade.

  MNA/Xinhua

Spain offers support to Central
American coffee, tourism

LatAm leaders admit to failure on poverty
crimination are still the or-

der of the day,” said Boli-

via’s new President, Carlos

Mesa, at the two-day event

that ended on Saturday.

 The summit’s final dec-

laration echoed the President,

saying “economic reforms

did not diminish inequality

and social exclusion and in

some cases worsened the

situation”.

 Leaders said they would

help Bolivia stabilize its

economy to avert further tur-

moil in the Andean region.

With no money in its coffers,

Bolivia has asked for financ-

ing and special access to

markets for its goods.

 Like its neighbours, Bo-

livia opened markets to im-

ports and foreign investment

and privatized industry with

the encouragement of the

United States and Europe.

But more than 60 per cent of

Bolivians still live in pov-

erty, making it the poorest

nation in South America

despite its large gas and

mineral reserves.

 The story repeats itself

across the region. The United

Nations says 43 per cent of

Latin Americans live below

the poverty line, while the

number of poor has risen to

225 million in 2003 from

200 million in 1990.

 Some Latin leaders have

expressed doubts about the

benefits of the Free Trade

Area of the Americas, or

FTAA, and want to slow

down negotiations until they

have proper guarantees from

the United States, particu-

larly on their farm products.

 MNA/Reuters

Don’t
smoke

Cuba, Sudan sign five documents to improve relations
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f g h f i h f j h f k l h m n o p q o n r s t n r u v w x qf g h f i h f j h f k l h m n o p q o n r s t n r u v w x qf g h f i h f j h f k l h m n o p q o n r s t n r u v w x qf g h f i h f j h f k l h m n o p q o n r s t n r u v w x qf g h f i h f j h f k l h m n o p q o n r s t n r u v w x qo p q y z { r | } ~ q r v ~ q r � � p q � u | � u � � � z � q m n o p q � ~ q r m n s t n r � � � �z � � o | q �o p q y z { r | } ~ q r v ~ q r � � p q � u | � u � � � z � q m n o p q � ~ q r m n s t n r � � � �z � � o | q �o p q y z { r | } ~ q r v ~ q r � � p q � u | � u � � � z � q m n o p q � ~ q r m n s t n r � � � �z � � o | q �o p q y z { r | } ~ q r v ~ q r � � p q � u | � u � � � z � q m n o p q � ~ q r m n s t n r � � � �z � � o | q �o p q y z { r | } ~ q r v ~ q r � � p q � u | � u � � � z � q m n o p q � ~ q r m n s t n r � � � �z � � o | q �

��������������������������������
   AlØ' Tim\;®ma;mgçla' Asv\;Aew; AKm\;Ana;m¥a;t©c\ eKt\m^
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Artists are busy polishing sand sculptures during a sand sculpture contest in
Haikou, south China’s Hainan Province, on 16 Nov. Sand sculpture artists from

seven countries including China, the United States, Spain, Singapore are competing
in the event. —INTERNET

Ireland’s Damian Foxall, left, and France’s Karine Fauconnier, celebrate on the
multihull ‘Sergio Tacchini’, in Salvador di Bahia, Brazil, on 16 Nov, 2003. The team
placed third in the 6th edition of the Transat Jacques Vabre, a double-handed sailing

race across the Atlantic. —INTERNET

 The quake did not cause

any collapses in Ludian

County but many  houses

were in danger, especially

the school buildings, said

acting county magistrate

Yin Guiyou.

 Rescue teams led by

provincial official Li

Weijun have rushed to the

State Seismological Bu-

reau.

 The epicentre of the

quake is located at 27.2

degrees North Latitude,

103.6 degrees East Longi-

tude, some 255 kilometres

north of the province’s capi-

tal Kunming.

MNA/Xinhua

area. All the injured have

been given treatment.

 Measuring 5.1 on the

Richter Scale, the quake

jolted Ludian County and

the nearby Zhaoyang Dis-

trict of Zhaotong City in

southwest China’s Yunnan

Province at 2:49 a.m. Sat-

urday, according  to the

India, Syria to sign nine agreements

 The two countries have

also agreed to upgrade the Joint

Trade Committee to Joint

Commission during the visit

which marked the first

substantive bilateral contact

after President Bashar al-

Assad came to power three

years ago. They will also sign

an agreement covering literary

activities between India’s

literary body the Sahitya

Academy and the Arab

Writers Union of Syria, putting

the multifaceted bilateral ties

on an even keel, official

sources told PTI.
 The wideranging

agreements aim to lift the

bilateral trade, currently at

around 130 million US dollars,

which is low compared to

India’s trade ties with the Gulf

Arab states, though Syria’s

trade turnover with India is

higher than its trade with

Egypt. Federal Commerce

Minister Arun Jaitley will be

the Co-Chairman of the Indo-

Syrian Joint Commission

while the Syrian side will be

led by Minister of Education

and Science and Technology

Hani Murtada. The two

countries also will form a Joint

Business Council and captains

of Indian industry will visit

Syria early next year.

 The agreement on IT may

open the doors of opportunity

for Indian IT majors here as

Syria is on the threshold of an

IT revolution after the

technology-savvy President

Bashar al-Assad came to

power.

 In December 2001 some

60,000 people in Syria were

connected to Internet and a

study has said the number of

Internet users next year would

grow at an annual rate of 43

per cent for the next five years.

 Vajpayee and the Syrian

President would also jointly

inaugurate a Centre for

Biotechnology in the

Damascus University campus

set up under collaboration with

India. Syria has an ongoing

training programme for its

scientists in top biotechnology

institutes in India.

MNA/PTI

Central China province
guards against “AIDS”/HIV

  ZHENGZHOU , 17 Nov— Central China’s Henan Prov-
ince has recently taken a series of measures to contain the
spread of AIDS/HIV. Many local people became AIDS
victims through unsanitary  blood selling.

 Experts estimate that
there are about 35,000 HIV
carriers in the province. Since
the first HIV carrier was
found in Henan in March
1995, a total of 6,524 cases
had been officially reported
and 1,940 of whom now
show AIDS symptoms.

 The HIV victims in
Henan are densely located in
several areas which had seen
unsanitary blood selling.

 With years of efforts,
Henan has effectively
stopped transmission
through blood and through
pregnant women to their un-
born babies. However, intra-
venous drug use and prosti-
tution are still dangerous fac-
tors for the spread of HIV. In
addition, lack of HIV knowl-
edge makes people espe-
cially vulnerable to the vi-
rus.

 As one of the regions with
a large rural population in
China, Henan is economi-
cally backward. The provin-

cial government has prom-
ised free treatment to farmer
AIDS patients and those with
financial problems. More
efforts will also be made
against illegal  activities in-
cluding drug trafficking and
use, prostitution and blood
selling.

 The provincial govern-
ment has called for better
protection of HIV victims’
legitimate rights and opposes
social discrimination. A serv-
ice network will be set up in
Henan to provide medical
help and care to HIV vic-
tims, said sources with the
Henan provincial govern-
ment.

 Chinese central and local
governments will invest 2.25
billion yuan (272 million US
dollars) mainly to strengthen
the blood testing stations in
the central and western re-
gions, Chinese Executive
Deputy Health Minister Gao
Qiang said recently.

 MNA/Xinhua

US health industry
meets as obesity

crisis looms
SANFRANCISCO, 17 Nov—

Americans, fatter and lazier
than they have ever been, can
reduce the risk of develop-
ing a debilitating illness sim-
ply by dropping a few
pounds, occasionally break-
ing a sweat and kicking
smokes. Though 125 million
Americans — close to half the
country’s    population —
suffer from some preventable
chronic condition, many of
those could be avoided by sim-
ple changes in behaviour, ac-
cording to the American Pub-
lic Health Association, which
opens its annual meeting in
San Francisco on Sunday.
“The prevalence of massive
obesity has exploded in this
country,” says Richard
Atkinson, president of the
American Obesity Association.
“The problem has gotten great
enough and the consequences
big enough that they can’t be
ignored.”  Until recently con-
sidered a cosmetic issue, obes-
ity has become one of the
nation’s leading killers. Nearly
60 million Americans now
meet the medical definition of
obesity and more than 300,000
deaths annually are directly
linked to obesity, according to
the AOA. About 100 billion
US dollars is spent annually
treating obesity.

MNA/Reuters

Malaysian Consul General’s Office
in Kathmandu soon  to open

 Kuala LUMPUR, 17 Nov — Malaysian Foreign Minister Syed Hamid Albar said
Saturday the Malaysian Consul General’s Office in Kathmandu would start opera-
tions at the end of this month.

 He said the setting up of the office was

necessary as the number of Nepali workers in

this country was increasing and thus  it would

facilitate the issuance of visas or working

passes to Nepali who planned to come to

Malaysia.

 “In the past, Nepali who intended to apply

for Malaysian visas or working passes had to

go to New Delhi (India),” he told reporters in

Kota Tinggi, southern Malaysia.

 Syed Hamid said the Malaysian Consul

General’s office in Nepal would have only a

small number of staff specifically to handle

applications for permits, visas and working

passes. At present, an estimated 100,000 Nepali

workers are in Malaysia and most of them

work around Kuala Lumpur as security guards,

besides working in the manufacturing and plan-

tation sectors.

 When asked about the planned visits abroad

by Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi,

the minister said so far the Foreign Ministry had

arranged for two visits beginning December 3.

 Syed Hamid said that from Dec. 3 to 6, the

Prime Minister is scheduled to attend the Com-

monwealth Heads of Governments Meeting in

Nigeria.  Thereafter, Badawi would attend the

ASEAN-Japan Summit Meeting in Japan to

commemorate the 30-year relationship between

member countries of the Association of South

East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and Japan.

MNA/Xinhua

Five killed,  52 injured
in Yunnan Province earthquake
 KUNMING , 17 Nov—  The earthquake that hit southwest China’s Yunnan Province

has killed five and injured 52 others by 7  pm Saturday.  Some 435 houses collapsed
and 5,988 others were damaged by the quake in the populated villages of Zhaoyang
District in Zhaotong City, said Vice-Mayor Suo Fei.

Over 500 sickened in Hepatitis A
outbreak in United States

WASHINGTON , 17 Nov— Three people died and more
than 500 others have been infected in a Hepatitis A
outbreak reportedly linked to a restaurant in the US
state of Pennsylvania, health officials said Saturday.

 Thousands of scared people have lined up for vaccina-

tions since the biggest Hepatitis A outbreak in the United

States was reported in early November, local media reported.

 The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention, based

in Atlanta, said it has sent a team to Pennsylvania to help

deal with the emergency and investigate the outbreak.

 The outbreak was traced to a Mexican restaurant, Chi-

Chi’s, at the Beaver Valley Mall, about 25 miles northwest of

Pittsburgh. Health investigators said they still do not know the

source of the virus, but their investigation focused on scal-

lions, or green onions, the restaurant used.—MNA/Xinhua
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 DAMASCUS, 17 Nov — Giving an impetus to their bilateral ties, India and Syria will sign nine agreements ranging from
agriculture to information technology during the three-day visit of Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who
arrived here late Friday night.
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McFadden  goal  gives  Scotland  1-0  win
over  Dutch

Spanish player Jose Antonio Reyes, centre, fights for the ball against Henning Berg, down,
and Claus Lundekvam of Norway during a match for the first leg of their Euro 2004 playoff
            at Mestalla stadium in Valencia, Spain, on Saturday, 15 Nov, 2003.—INTERNET

Spain strike late for nervy win over Norway
 VALENCIA,  17  Nov— Spain needed a late

Henning Berg own goal to clinch a 2-1 win

over Norway in an electrifying Euro 2004

playoff first leg on Saturday.

 Inaki Saez’ side still have plenty of work

to do to reach the finals in Portugal, though,

after a spectacular display from Norwegian

goalkeeper Espen Johnsen left them with the

slimmest of leads to take into the second leg

in Oslo on Wednesday.

 Norway took the lead in the 14th minute

through Steffen Iversen, the man who scored

their winner when the two sides met in Euro

2000, but Spain hit back with a Raul header

seven minutes later.

 Spain launched wave after wave of attack

over the remainder of the game but were kept

at bay until the 85th minute, when substitute

Joaquin sent in a low cross from the right and

Ruben Baraja slid in a shot that Berg deflected

into his own net.

 Johnsen then pulled off a quite incredible

double save in injury-time to limit the damage

to a 2-1 defeat and keep Norway handily

placed with the second leg to come on home

territory. Spain struggled to get past Norway’s

defensive wall early on, with only Fernando

Torres going close when he flicked the ball

wide in the 12th minute after a surging run

from deep.

 Raul then saw a half-chance cleared by

Berg before the home side were hit by a

sucker punch from Norway in the 14th

minute.

 Iversen, who had shocked Spain with his

goal in their opening game at the European

Championship finals in 2000, struck right-

footed from close in after Roar Strand had

split the home defence with a header back

into the box.

 Spain, deflated by a goal that came

completely against the run of play, were

raised by a raucous 53,000 crowd at the

Mestalla Stadium and soon hit back.

 Jose Antonio Reyes struck a perfect free

kick from out wide on the right for Raul to

glance a header past Johnsen.

   Reyes came tantalizingly close to

putting Spain ahead three minutes later when

he slid in to meet a cross from Joseba

Etxeberria only for Johnsen to make a point-

blank save.  Flo then missed two chances to

put Norway back in front, first latching on to

a loose ball after a mistake from Michel

Salgado to fire over and then taking Carlos

Marchena’s missed clearance and forcing a

good save from Iker Casillas.

 Spain raised their game again and

threatened when Ruben Baraja struck a free

kick wide, and again just before halftime

when David Albelda grazed a post with his

shot.—  MNA/Reuters

 GLASGOW, 17 Nov— Scotland staked

their claim to a place at Euro 2004 on

Saturday after they upset the Netherlands

1-0 in the first leg of their playoff at Hampden

Park.

 Everton winger James McFadden fired

Scotland’s winner in the 22nd minute to

give Berti Vogts’ unfancied side a slender

advantage going into next Wednesday’s

second leg at the Amsterdam Arena.

Scotland rode their luck as chances fell

to  Frank de Boer, Jaap Stam and Clarence

Seedorf, but the Dutch strike pairing of

Patrick Kluivert and Ruud van Nistelrooy

failed to ignite.  McFadden, 20, smacked

home a deflected shot after working a neat

one-two with 19-year-old Darren Fletcher,

but the Scots had to weather intense Dutch

pressure in the closing minutes to hold on to

their win.

 A late booking for defender Stam means

he will be suspended for the second leg

while Scotland midfielder Christian Dailly

is also out after receiving a booking.

 The Dutch always looked physically

more imposing but a key feature of

Scotland’s play was the ability of their

smaller players to unnerve their much-

vaunted visitors.

 Scotland may be a rated 750-1 outsiders

with British bookmakers to win the

European championship but never looked

so as they tore into the Netherlands with

gusto and no little skill.

 Inter Milan’s Andy van der Meyde was a

constant danger but Scotland were also

troubling the Dutch with McFadden and

Manchester United teenager Fletcher

tormenting the visitors in wide areas.

 Scotland’s youngsters combined superbly

to open the scoring.

 McFadden played a quick pass to Fletcher,

whose backheeled return was slammed into

the net by the ex-Motherwell forward via a

deflection off Frank de Boer.

 Hampden was awash with Scottish saltires

as the home support celebrated but the Dutch

could have levelled within minutes as Robert

Douglas saved at close range from Stam’s

header while van der Meyde hammered over.

 Scotland continued to live dangerously

towards half-time.

 Winger Marc Overmars may have won a

penalty after tumbling in the box under

pressure from Jackie McNamara while a de

Boer header was only just cleared.

The pressure continued after half-time as

van Nistelrooy’s header was saved on 46

minutes, while Stam sent an effort just over

with Scotland forced to hit on the counter

attack.

 But the goal would not come for a

desperate Dutch side as Kluivert’s cushioned

header saw van der Meyde rattle the bar with

a volley and the home side clung on.

 It was Scotland’s first competitive win

against the Netherlands since a 3-2 victory at

the 1978 World Cup finals.—MNA/Reuters

Portugal unable to overcome
10-man Greece in friendly

 AVEIRO (Portugal), 17 Nov— Portugal were held to a 1-1 draw by

a determined Greece side in an international friendly on Saturday, as

the home side were unable to capitalize on a man advantage for the

last hour of the contest.

 Greece were reduced to 10 players after 30 minutes when

midfielder Giorgos Karagounis was given a red card for using his

hand to block a goal-bound effort from defender Jorge Andrade in

the penalty area.

 Antonios Nikopolidis produced a stunning double save from

Luis Figo’s subsequent spot kick before the visitors went on the stun

the hosts early in the second half.

 In the 47th minute, midfielder Vassilios Lakis headed home a

cross from fellow halftime substitute Stylianos Venetidis to give

Greece an unexpected lead.

 However, Portugal striker Pauleta Resendes restored parity 13

minutes later when he rifled home a pass from winger Simao

Sabrosa.

 It was the first goal given up by the impressive Nikopolidis in 58

minutes of play.  —  MNA/Reuters

Record-breaking France outplay Germany
 BERLIN , 17 Nov— Two goals from David Trezeguet helped France to a spectacular

3-0 victory over Germany in a Euro 2004 warm-up on Saturday.
 Thierry Henry put the visitors on course

for a record 13th consecutive win by heading

home a Bixente Lizarazu cross to open the

scoring after 21 minutes.

The Arsenal forward then set up

Trezeguet, who doubled the European

champions’ advantage 10 minutes into the

second half.

 The Juventus striker was on target again

with eight minutes left, sealing France’s

highest win over Germany since a 6-3

victory at the 1958 World Cup in Sweden

with a low drive.

 France’s previous best run of 12 wins in

a row was spearheaded by Michel Platini

from February to December 1984.

 The current team, more than ever

favourites to retain their European title in

Portugal next year, have not lost or drawn

since a 2-0 defeat by the Czech Republic in

February at the Stade de France.

 It was Germany’s fourth successive

defeat by France whom they have not beaten

since 1987.

 The home side, who struggled to qualify

for Euro 2004 and have failed to shine since

their surprise run to last year’s World Cup

final, fought bravely for the first 30 minutes

but then collapsed.

 Inspired playmaking by Zinedine Zidane

helped the visitors stamp their authority on

the game but it was their quicksilver forwards

who won the game.

 After heading his side into the lead, Henry

sprinted down the left side past Christian

Woerns and addressed a perfect pass for

Trezeguet to tap home from the centre of the

box.

 There was another moment of magic

from Henry in the 72nd minute with a

beautiful pass to Trezeguet, whose angled

effort from inside the area went narrowly

wide.

 Zidane showed his class with a great pass

which Trezeguet collected to put the final

touch to an impressive display.

 The three-time world and European

champions failed to match the pace and skill

of their visitors and paid the price for nervous

defending. —  MNA/Reuters

Scotland’s James McFadden celebrates scoring against the Netherlands in their Euro
2004 playoff first leg match in Glasgow, Scotland, on 17 November, 2003. Scotland

defeated the Netherlands 1-0—INTERNET
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20. The next day's

programme

WEATHER
Monday, 17 November, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been gener-

ally fair in the whole country. Night temperatures were

3˘C to 4˘C below normal in Kachin and Rakhine States,

Magway, Sagaing and Yangon Divisions, 5˘C to 6˘C below

normal in Mandalay Division, Northern Shan, Chin and

Kayah States, 7˘C below normal in Ayeyawady Division

and 3˘C above normal in Taninthayi Division and about

normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 16-11-2003 was 36.0°C

(97°F). Minimum temperature on 17-11-2003 was 19.5°C

(67°F). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 17-11-

2003 was 64%. Total sunshine hours on 16-11-2003 was

(8.8) hours approx. Rainfall on 17-11-2003 was nil at

Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total

rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 2211 mm (87.05 inches) at

Yangon Airport, 2315 mm  (91.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye

and 2394 mm (94.25 inches) at central Yangon. Maxi-

mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 11 mph

from North at (16:35) hours MST on 16-11-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in Andaman

Sea and South Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the

Bay of Bengal. Special Features: According to the ob-

servations at 06:30 hours MST today, yesterday’s Ty-

phoon “Nepartak” over South China Sea has downgraded

to a tropical storm and is centered about 150 miles East

of Da Nang, Vietnam. It is forecast move Northwest di-

rection. Forecast valid until evening of 18-11-2003:
Except for the likelihood of isolated rain or thundershow-

ers in Taninthayi Division, weather will be generally fair

in the whole country. Degree of certainty is (60%). State
of the sea: Seas will be slight to moderate in Myanmar

waters. Outlook for subsequent two days: Isolated rain

or thundershowers are likely in Southern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for 18-
11-2003: Partly cloudy. Forecast for Mandalay and
neighbouring area for 18-11-2003:  Generally fair.

For all new generations to
remain free

* Eighty-three years ago in ancient times
We remained in the quagmire of
subservience
To be free from that plight
We vowed and worked as activists
Our ancestors strove in vigilance
We showed the pride of race and roots
Nationalism alive, we did not let
tenacity down
Unrelentingly, we did our best
We regained our freedom
Unforgettable to this day.

* Because our ancestors did their best
We were free again
With freedom uninterrupted
We’d like future generations to be free
To be independent, we vow for the
future
Love of kin, we always bear in mind
We always abide by love of race and
roots
With National Education at high level
Strong sovereignty to be ever with us
Our priorities we always bear in mind
Today and now, we set our sights
On seven-stage Road Map
With the vow that we must succeed
Let’s march ahead in harmony.

Po Wa (Trs)

H I J K L M N O P Q H
H I J K L M N O P Q H
H I J K L M N O P Q H
H I J K L M N O P Q HPOEM

(from page 9)
University. At the briefing

hall of the university, the rec-

tor reported on courses being

conducted at the university,

available specializations, the

population of students from

townships in Bago Division

(West), and staff affairs.

After hearing the reports,

the Secretary-1 and party in-

spected the progress in con-

struction of the four-story

school building.

At the Khittaya Yadana

Hall at 10 am, the Secretary-

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win tours…
1 and party met with divi-

sion-level departmental offi-

cials, local authorities, spe-

cialists and faculty members

of the Pyay University.

On the occasion, the Sec-

retary-1 heard reports on the

area of Bago Division (West),

the setup of districts and

townships, measures being

taken for supply of irrigation

water, land allotment, culti-

vation of major crops and

perennial crops, fisheries,

measures for development of

the industrial zone, economic

growth, arrangements for

agricultural development,

and urban and rural develop-

ment.

After hearing the reports,

the Secretary-1 gave instruc-

tions. He said that coopera-

tion and coordination among

one department and another

should be maintained and

promoted so as to accelerate

the development pace of

Bago Division (West). As

private economic sector plays

a key role in the market ori-

ented system, departments

concerned are to make ef-

forts to ensure a steady growth

of private economic sector.

Only then will there be greater

productivity contributing to

rapid national economic

boost. The sacrificing and

helpful attitude towards the

public will win their under-

standing, leading to smooth

and more effective undertak-

ings.

Afterwards, the Sec-

retary-1 cordially greeted

those present on the occa-

sion. Leaving Pyay for

Yangon by car, the Secre-

tary-1 and party arrived back

here in the evening. — MNA

85 American
tourists arrive
by chartered

flight
YANGON, 17 Nov _

A chartered flight carry-

ing 85 tourists mostly

Americans arrived here

yesterday evening at

Yangon International Air-

port.

The tourists will visit

Yangon and Bagan-

NyaungU.

They will leave for

Beijing, the People’s Re-

public of China, on 19 No-

vember morning.

The package tour

was arranged by Adventure

Myanmar Travels & Tours

Co Ltd, under the supervi-

sion of the Ministry of

Hotels and Tourism and

with the assistance of the

Ministry of Transport.

The tourists were

welcomed by officials of

the ministries concerned,

the company, and members

of dance troupes of

Myanma Hotels and Tour-

ism Services. —MNA

YaNGON, 17 Nov —

The Multimedia System De-

velopment Course of

Myanmar Computer Scien-

tist Association will be

opened on weekends start-

ing from 23 November.

Those who passed the ma-

triculation examination and

have basic computer knowl-

edge may apply for the two-

month course by 20 Novem-

ber. For detailed information,

contact MCSA Office at

MICT Park in Hline Town-

ship or dial 652276.—MNA

Multimedia System
Development

Course to open

Altogether 85 American tourists being welcomed at the airport. — H&T
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Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace and

tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Consti-

tution
* Building of a new modern developed nation

in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-

round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

* Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and the
national peoples

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of the

entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and

preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-

ards of the entire nation

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives national race leaders
YANGON, 17 Nov —  Chairman of the Work Committee

for Development of Border Areas and National Races Prime

Minister General Khin Nyunt this afternoon received Wa

national race leader U Pauk Yu Chan and party from special

region-2 in Shan State (North) at the Tatmadaw Guest

House on Inya Road here.

Also present were Minister for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn

Myint, Minister for Progress of Border Areas and National

Races and Development Affairs Col Thein Nyunt, Vice-

Chief of Military Intelligence Maj-Gen Kyaw Win, Direc-

tor-General of the State Peace and Development Council

Office Lt-Col Pe Nyein and officials.

At the meeting, matters on health and education and

work on extended cultivation of opium-substitute crops

were discussed.

 MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win tours Magway and Bago Divisions
YANGON, 17 Nov— Sec-

retary-1 of the State Peace

and Development Council Lt-

Gen Soe Win together with

deputy ministers and officials

of SPDC Office arrived at

Affiliated Basic Education

High School in Gyobin Vil-

lage, Kanma Township,

Thayet District, Magway Di-

vision, on 14 November. They

were welcomed there by

Chairman of Magway Divi-

sion PDC Col Zaw Min,

Chairman of Thayet District

PDC Lt-Col Maung Maung

San, officials, teachers, stu-

dents, members of the Union

Solidarity and Development

Association, Red Cross Soci-

ety and Auxiliary Fire Bri-

gade.

The Secretary-1 and party

inspected the two-storey

building of the school which

is under construction.

After hearing reports pre-

sented by the headmaster,

teachers and officials on re-

quirements for completion of

the school building, the Sec-

retary-1 fulfilled the require-

ments.

Vice-Chairman of

Myanmar Education Com-

mittee Secretary-1 Lt-Gen

Soe Win presented teaching

aids for the school to Head-

master U Khin Tun.

Afterwards, the Secre-

tary-1 and party inspected Ma

Day Dam Project being im-

plemented by Construction-2

(See page 7) 23,883

Circulation

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt receives Wa
national race leader U

Pauk Yu Chan and party at
the Tatmadaw Guest House

on Inya Road. — MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects the Government Technological College in Pyay. — MNA

Newly-opened Sanepauk Bridge on Yangon-Kyaukphyu Road in Am Township, Rakhine State. (News on page 8) — MNA
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