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Outstanding new generation youths vital for strong economy

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses prize presentation
ceremony for outstanding students in matriculation and
Mathematics Olympic Competition

Chairman of Myanmar Education Committee Prime Min
General Khin Nyunt addresses the prize present
ceremony of outstanding students in matriculation exan
2002-2003 and Mathematics Olympic Competitienana

YANGON, 9 Nov — Chairman of Myanmar Education
Committee Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt attended
the prize presentation ceremony for outstanding students
in matriculation exam for 2002-2003 and mathematics
Olympic competitions held by the Ministry of Education
at the Sabai hall of No 2 Basic Education High School in
Sangyoung Township at 1 pm today and made a speech.

Also present on the occasion were ministers, the attor-
ney-general, the chairman of the Civil Service Selection
and Training Board, deputy ministers, members of MEC,
officials of the State Peace and Development Council
Office, departmental heads, township education officers,
headmasters, headmistresses and members of school boards
of trustees in Yangon Division, prize winning students
and their parents, and guests.

Seventh graders Ma Yadana Aye Min and Ma Pyi
Mon Thet of the school acted as masters of ceremonies.
The ceremony was opened with “Myanma Kyaung” sung
by the gold medallist students of Myanma Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Competitions.

First, Chairman of Myanmar Education Committee
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt made a speech. He
said: May dignitaries of the State, members of the
Myanmar Education Committee, departmental heads, of-
ficial of the education sector, rectors, chief-examiners,
members of Mathematics Olympic Committee and out-
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Those attending the prize presentation cerem

standing students enjoy peace in mind and body, be
persons who are capable of nurturing outstanding new
generation youths.

It can be seen in the international arena nowadays that
every country, besides employing advanced science and
technologies in national interest, is striving to nurture
youths with the aid of advanced science and technologies.

The Union of Myanmar is also making relentless ef-
forts to keep abreast of the international development. In
so doing, The State, trusting the capabilities of the new
generation youth, has laid down and is systematically im-
plementing plans for nurturing all-rounders, promotion of
education standards to the international level, and nurtur-
ing those who are well versed in advanced science and
technologies starting from the basic education sector.

As progress of science and technologies of today af-
fects all the development sectors, objectives of the edu-
cation sector in the world of continuous development are
required to be advanced and modern ones to keep pace
with times. It is also needed to approach and overcome
the new challenges with the aid of advanced science and
technologies. Systematic education plans that favour the

| all-round development are, therefore, being implemented
j:&flth a view to nurturing outstanding youths. At a time

J@en education becomes the capability of the State, only

en outstanding new generation youth can be nurtured
through the education sector, will the national economy
be strong with the development of the State. Similarly,
only when an education system that favours the all-round
development can effectively be implemented, will the State
and new generation youths be able to stand on the sound
foundation for the future.

Therefore, the State has laid down Myanma Education
Goal — To create an Education System that can generate
a constant learning society capable of facing the chal-
lenges of the Knowledge Age— and six objectives for
long-term education plan — human resources develop-
ment, effective utilization of advanced information and
communication technologies in teaching and learning
activities, conducting researches in the interest of the
nation, creating a constant learning society, promotion of
education standards to the international level, and preser-
vation of national characteristics — and is implementing
them harmoniously in the basic and higher education sec-
tors.

Effectively implementing such programmes as nurtur-
ing basic education high school level outstanding students,
learning subject combinations in the basic education high
school level, effective utilization of advanced information
and communication technologies in teaching and learning
activities, and the emergence of all-round outstanding
schools, the basic education sector is contributing much
towards the emergence of highly qualified human resources.

(See page 8)

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Consti
tution

* Building of a new modern developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base and all
round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

* Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and thg
national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education stand
ards of the entire nation

*

* ok

ony of outstanding students in matriculation exam for 2002-2003 and Mathematics Olympic Gompetition

Chairman of Myanmar Education Committee Prime Minister

General Khin Nyunt presents a prize to a student who stood between

positionfirst and tenthin matriculation for 2002-2003— MNA
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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For boosting production of oil
and natural gas

After laying down the twelve correct po-|
litical, economic and social objectives, the Stafe
Peace and Development Council is making all-
out efforts for emergence of a peaceful, moderh
and developed nation.

The economic sector plays a key role ih
striving for all-round development of the politi-
cal, economic and social sectors of the State.

On the self-reliance basis, the State, enlig-
ing all possible capital and energy, has bui
development infrastructures to build strong
economy.

As a result, sustainable economic growt|
has been achieved in manufacturing, service arjd
trade sectors of the State.

Toraise the development momentum, nati
ral resources that lie abundantly in the natio
such as oil and gas must be exploited systemdti
cally in the interest of the country.

As regards exploiting oil and gas, Secrg-
tary-1 of the State Peace and Development Cou
cilLt-Gen Soe Win and Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thei
Sein, on 7 November, met with officials of d
partments and enterprises under the Ministry o
Energy and discussed matters relating to th
functions of the ministry.

In his discussion Lt-Gen Soe Win said thg
not relying only on the old oil and gas fields
prospective new fields must be explored and dil
and gas must be produced in accord with th
guidance of the Head of State; and that as tHe
ministry can earn foreign exchange for the coun
try, efforts must be exerted to meet the set targefs
of the ministry.

In cooperation with foreign companies
the Ministry of Energy is exploiting oil and gag
not only in off-shore and inland blocks but from
new gas fields in inland areas.

Departments and enterprises under th
ministry are producing and distributing ferti-

Lt-Gen Ye Myint attends communal Kathina robes
offering ceremony in

-

YANGON, 9 Nov—The
Central Command and the
battalions and units in Man-
dalay Station held the ninth
communal Kathina robes
offering ceremony at the
Dhammayon of Nanmyo
Hsutaungpyi Pagoda of the
command this morning, at-
tended by member of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Gen Ye
Myint.

Also present on the oc-
casion were members of the
Sangha led by Joint Secre-
tary of State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee
Mahawizitayon Kyaung
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Sadhamma Jotikadhaja
Agga Maha Pandita
Bhaddanta Visarindasa,
L Chairman of Mandalay Di-
vision Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Central Command Maj-
Gen Ye Myint and wife
Daw Myat Ngwe, Deputy
Commander Brig-Gen Nay
Win and wife, senior mili-
tary officers of the com-
mand and their wives, Sec-
retary of Mandalay Division
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Tin Ohn and
departmental officials, offic-
ers and other ranks of the
battalions and units and
their families and guests.

The ceremony was
opened with the three-time
recitation of Namo Tassa.

Next, the congregation
received the Five Precepts
from Joint Secretary of
State Sangha Maha Nayaka
Committee Mahawizitayon
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Mandalay

Lt-Gen Ye Myint offérs Kathina robes and provisions to a Sayadaw at the Kathina robes

offering ceremony of the Central Commandmna

Kyaung Sayadaw Agga

Maha Sadhamma
Jotikadhaja Agga Maha
Pandita Bhaddanta
Visarindasa.

Afterwards, members
of the Sangha recited
parittas.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint pre-
sented robes and offerto-
ries to Sayadaws.

Next, wife of the com-
mander and wife of deputy
commander offered Kathina
robes to members of the
Sangha. Next, officials and
wellwishers offered Kathina
robes and provisions to
members of the Sangha and
Mahawizitayon Kyaung

Sayadaw Agga Maha
Sadhamma Jotikadhaja
Agga Maha Pandita
Bhaddanta Visarindasa de-
livered a sermon, followed
by sharing of merits gained.

The ceremony ended
with the three-time recita-
tion of Buddha Sasanam
Ciram Titthatu.

After the ceremony, Lt-
Gen Ye Myint and officials
offered ‘soon’ to members
of the Sangha.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint together with Com-
mander Maj-Gen Ye Myint
and officials attended the
32nd Kathina robes offer-
ing ceremony of Mandalay

Division Myanma Posts and
Telecommunications.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint
and party proceeded to
Nyaungkan Kyaungtaik in
Chanmya Thazi Township
and paid homage to Presid-
ing Sayadaw Siripavara
Dhammacariya Bhaddanta
Sucitta.

Next, they offered
Kathina robes to the
Sayadaw. Next, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint handed over K
500,000 and 100 sets of
Kathina robes for Kathina
robes offering ceremony of
Nyaungkan Kyaungtaik to
officials.

MNA

lizer, tar, liquefied gas, candle, gasoline, diesgl
stoking oil, and oil for aircraft.

In producing oil and natural gas, appro-
priate measures must be taken not only for boos}-
ing production and minimizing loss and wastag
but also for improvement of oil and gas produc
tion technologies.

Officials concerned are to make strenuoufp
efforts for exploiting more oil and natural gas in
accord with the guidance of the Head of State ih

Lorder to better serve the national interest.

Staff of Myanmar Information and Communication
Technology Deveopment Corporation seen on 9 Nov
ber at Yangon International Airport before their depai

ture to attend e-Entrepreneurship Workshop to be hel
the Philippines— mictpc

Industry-2
Minister inspects
No 1 Agricultural

Machinery

Factory

Yancon, 9 Nov —
Minister for Industry-2
Maj-Gen Saw Lwin on 7
November arrived at No 1
Agricultural Machinery
Factory (Hsinde) of the
Myanma Agricultural Ma-
chinery Industries in
Padaung Township, Bago
Division (West) and in-
spected production of parts
of the machines and water
pump and assembling of
KND 5 B engines, pumps
and power tillers.

Afterwards, the min-
ister urged the officials to
make efforts to meet the tar-
get and timely production
of quality machines.

em- Next, the minister
-attended the coordination

Orifeeting on production and
attended to the needs.
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At the meeting, of-
ficials concerned reported
to him on arrangements for
production of machinery
parts for vehicles and agri-
cultural machines.
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Four-Coun

YANGON, 9 Nov —
Four-Country (CLMT) Busi-
ness Forum of Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Thai-
land was held at the Grand
Plaza Park Royal Hotel here
this afternoon.

At the opening cer-
emony, Director-General U
Nyunt Aye of the Directo-

try (CLMT) Business Forum

of Commerce, President of
the Union of Myanmar Fed-
eration of Chambers of Com-
merce and  Industry
(UMFCCI) U Win Myint,
Mr Phairush Burapuchaire
of Thailand and Mr Oudet
Souvannavong of LPDR
made the addresses. Officials
of Myanmar gave presenta-

rate of Trade of the Ministry

tions on the investment op-

portunities in Myanmar,
Economic Coopeatrion
Strategy among CLMT
Countries and regional
tourisim development at the
business forum. Afterwards,
those present discussed mat-
ters on trade and investment,
agriculture and industry,
tourism, and human resource
development sector.— MNA

Dry Day Supervisory Committee Chairman
supervises inspection groups

YaNGoN, 9 Nov —
Vice-Chairman of the Dry
Day Supervisory Commit-
tee Minister at the Prime
Minister’s office Maj-Gen
Thein Swe and the commit-
tee members— Deputy Min-
ister for Energy Brig-Gen
Than Htay, Deputy Minister

Provost Marshal Maj-Gen
Saw Hla, senior military of-
ficers, officials and Police
Lt- Col Aung Naing— this
morning and afternoon di-
vided into four groups and
supervised the dry day in-
spection groups checking the
use of Tatmadaw and de-

for Construction U Tint Swe,

partmental vehicles.

The dry day inspec-
tion groups checked dry day
pass of Tatmadaw and de-
partmental vehicles, driver
licences, wheel tax and wear-
ing of departmental uniforms
at the main points in Yangon
City from 7 am to 5 pm
today.

MNA

Vice-chairman of Dry Day Supervisory Committee Minister at the Prime Minister's Office

Maj- Gen Thein Swe and members view the inspection of a departmental vehisle.



Military in Iraq deepens US resentment

TikriT, 9 Nov—Houses shook, walls cracked, chandeliers swayed and children woke up screaming for th
parents as US planes dropped 500-pound bombs on the outskirts of Saddam Hussein hometown overnight.

The show of force late Friday and early Saturday was a
warning to the 120,000 people of Tikrit not to support
insurgents, suspected of shooting down a Black Hawk
helicopter hours earlier, killing six soldiers.

But while it succeeded in scaring residents, the barrage
only confirmed for many that the United States is theirenemy.

“Now that it’s over, I feel we have won a new lease on
life,” said a retired Iraqi general, wearing a traditional Arab
robe and looking fatigued after a sleepless night buffeted by
the sounds of American fury. He and other residents across
the city described a night of damage and disruption.

“The sky was red with explosions and my grandchildren
were screaming,” said Khalfar Raheem, a 70-year-old
Bedouin woman, her face bearing the blue tattoos common
in rural Iraq Local people called the Americans “terrorists,”
or “mercenaries” .

Anti-US sentiment runs deep in this city, once a dusty
backwater famous as the birthplace of the medieval Muslim
general Saladin and the delicious watermelons grown along
the banks of the muddy Tigris River.

Since the US 4th Infantry Division moved in last April,
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it has become known for mounting some of the fiercest
resistance to the American-led occupation. US officials say
the 4th ID has suffered more attacks than any major com-
mand within the occupation force.

In addition to bombing the area where the Black Hawk
crashed, US forces also destroyed three buildings in Tikrit
that militants were suspected of using.

“This is to remind the town that we have teeth and claws
and we will use them,” said Lt Col Steven Russell, who
oversaw troops destroying two abandoned houses and a
warehouse with machine gun and heavy weapons fire.

Yet efforts to curb the resistance breed even more hatred
for coalition forces.

American soldiers raid homes in Tikrit and outlaying
villages almost daily in search of insurgents and weapons.
The raids stoke the increasing resentment among Tikritis,
who view them as a breach of centuries-old customs about
the sanctity of someone’s home.

Cultural offense and a sense of humiliation are often cited
by Iraqis when asked why they despise the Americans.

Internet

Musharraf describes
visit to China, S Korea
as excellent

IsLamaBAD, 9 Nov— Pa-
kistani President Pervez
Musharraf Friday described
his visit to China and South
Korea as excellent, accord-
ing to independent News
Network International.

Onhisreturn aftera week-
long visit to China and South
Korea, Musharraf told report-
ers in Rawalpindi, twin city
of Islamabad, that he had
broad-based contact and in-
teraction with the new Chi-
nese leadership on economic
and defence relationship. He
was confident that positive
result would emerge in both
areas.— MNA/Xinhua

An Iraqi father

waits with his child
for treatment in
Nasariyah's
General Hospital
(former Saddam
Hospital), in
Nasiriyah, Iraq

Friday, on 6 Nov,

2003—INTERNET

Police say some looted Iraqi
artifacts recovered in London

Lonpon, 9 Nov— British police confirmed for the
first time on Friday that some artifacts looted from
Baghdad Museum following the fall of Saddam Hussein’s
regime have been found in London.

A number of men in-
volved were arrested, in-
cluding one atacentral Lon-
don gallery, according to a
BBC report.

“The men were arrested
in connection with allega-
tions of handling stolen
goods, one of them was said
to be a 76-year-old man. He
is believed to be a British
passport holder of Iranian
descent,” the report quoted
Scotland Yard as saying.

The looted artifacts had
made their way to Britain
followed an operation by the
specialist arts and antiques

squad, said Scotland Yard,
adding that their investiga-
tions are continuing.

It is estimated that thou-
sands of antiquities have
been looted from museums
and archaeological sites
across Iraq during the US-
British coalition war onIraq
earlier this year. Some ob-
jects have already turned up
for sale on the international
arts market.

Iraq is historically
known as Mesopotamia and
seen as a birth place of mod-
ern civilization.

MNA/Xinhua
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New gas reserve
discovered in Indonesia

JakarTA, 9 Nov — Korea Development Company
Energy (KODECO Energy) and partner China Off-
shore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) have discovered a
significant natural gas reserve west of Madura Island,
which could help ease the gas shortage in Indonesial
East Java.

KODECO Energy chairman Choi Gye Wol said that the
gas reserve, which is estimated to hold 15 million barrels of
oil equivalent worth approximately 300 million US dollars
at current prices, was found early this month at the KE 32-
1 well of the West Madura offshore block.

“It was a surprise find,” Choi was quoted Saturday by the
Jakarta Posts saying.

KODECO has been operating in Indonesia since 1963,
but only started oil and gas exploration in the late 1970s.

The company initially started in the timber business in
South Kalimantan, and the exploration company KODECO
Energy was setupin 1982. However, the company could not
find significant hydrocarbon reserves for nearly 20 years.

Since late 2001, after it established a partnership with
CNOOC, KODECO has been producing crude oil at about
15,000 barrels of oil per day (BPD) and about 100 million
standard cubic feet (MMSCFD) of gas per day. KODECO’s
total oil and gas production is about 30,000 BPD oil equiva-
lent worth a little under one million US dollars daily.

Aside from the Madura PSC, the firm has also a stake in
the Poleng TAC, located in the waters north of Madura.

CNOOC gained a 25 per cent interest in Madura and 50
per cent in Poleng following its acquisition of all the Indo-
nesian assets of Spanish-Argentinean energy giant YPF-
Repsol.

“This has placed our company in the middle rank among
world independent oil producers,” Choi said.

He said KODECO would use its portion of revenue from
the oil and gas fields to support its forestry and plantation
business here.

MNA/Xinhua

Swiss unemployment climbs
to five-year high

GENEVA, 9 Nov— The
number of people out of work
in Switzerland has passed the
important psychological bar-
rier of 150,000 for the first
gime in more than five years,
an official report said
Friday.

The State Secretariat for
Economic Affairs (Seco) an-
nounced that the number of
registered unemployed in
October had risen by 4,571
to 151,259, the highest since
1998.

“The increase is not as
big as we’ve anticipated,”
said Jean-Luc Nordmann,
head of labour affairs at the
Seco.

The latest data means that
jobfears will continue to drag
on Switzerland’s sluggish
domestic economy, but ana-
lysts are confident the situa-
tion will improve by mid-
2004.

Swiss Radio International
reported that October’s bet-
ter-than-expected figures
have enabled the Economics
Ministry to revise the aver-
age unemployment rate for
the year down from 3.9 to
3.7 per cent.

October’s increase had
been widely expected and
the Seco predicted the situa-

tion will continue to worsen,

peaking at around 160,000

in January 2004.
MNA/Xinhua

US military Chief

CPC to promote relations with
Bangladesh

BEUING, 9 Nov— The Communist Party of China (CPC)
attaches importance to relations with Bangladesh and all
Bangladeshi political parities, said China’s top legislator
Wu Bangguo here Friday.

In a meeting with Sheikh Hasina, chairwoman of the
Bangladesh Awami League, Wu, chairman of the Standing
Committee of China’s National People’s Congress (NPC) and
amember of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of
the CPC Central Committee, said the CPC is willing to move
forward its friendly exchanges with all Bangladeshi parties
including the Awami League into a new high.

Wu said China and Bangladesh, as neighbours, had
enjoyed friendly relations for more than 1,000 years, with
frequent high-level exchanges and constant cooperation in
such fields as politics, economy, culture and military.

The two sides held similar opinions on a number of
important international and regional issues, said Wu, adding
that the bilateral ties had passed the test of the volatile
international situation, with mutual support and close coop-
eration between the two countries in international affairs.

‘Wu noted the party-to-party relations played an impor-
tant role in the national relations, and the two sides could
learn from each other and conduct wide exchanges, so as to
enrich the bilateral ties. Hasina appreciated the tremendous
achievements China has made in its socialist construction.

MNA/Xinhua

warns of rogue
missile attacks

Orranpo (Florida), 9
Nov— General Richard
Meyers, chairman of the US
Joint Chiefs of Staff, warned
NATOallies on Saturday that
conventional forces were
vulnerable to cruise missile
attacks fromrogue, non-state
militants, saying “it won’t
be long before that threat is
upon us”.

Meyers spoke behind
closed doors to the Defence
and Security Committee of
the NATO Parliamentary
Assembly, meeting in
Florida.

The media was barred
from the speech but in a re-
cording obtained by Reuters
Meyers presented the threat
from cruise missiles and
short-range ballistic missiles
as a hole in US and allied
defences that could be
exploited by “non-state ac-
tors”, which he did not fur-
theridentify. —MNA/Reuters

Romano Prodi’s representaive Achilleas Mitsos delivers
his lecture in Budapest, during the opening session of the

World Science FOrum-INTERNET
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Clark steps up criticism of
Bush on Iraqg

ATLanTA, 9 Nov—Retired Gen. Wesley Clark stepped up his criticism of Presidel
Bush's Iraq policies, telling college students that if elected next November, “I won't get u

into a mess like this again.”

Amid reports of a crash of a Black
Hawkhelicopter claiming six US soldiers in
Iraq, the Democratic presidential hopeful
used a speech Friday to assail the com-
mander in chief and argue that the United
States shouldn’t have gone to war with Iraq.

“I think before you go to war, you’ve
got to have exhausted all the diplomatic
possibilities. He didn’t,” Clark told a Geor-
gia Tech audience. “... I think you have to
have a realistic plan for what happens after
you turn loose the bombers and send the
armoured columns in. He didn’t.”

Repeating the points of the Iraq strat-
egy he laid out Thursday, Clark said the
country can succeed in Iraq by enlisting
foreign help and turning the nation back to
Iraqi control soon. American troops should
be reduced to a smaller, more agile strike
force while the Iraqis guard the installa-
tions, help secure the borders and handle
other security matters, he said.

“As president of the United States, I
will never commit our forces unless we’ve
got a real plan and the forces to execute it,
and I will never commit our forces unless

there is absolutely, absolutely, absolutely no
other way,” he said.

Bush spokeswoman Lindsay Taylor
called the criticism “appalling because he has
previously been out there praising the Presi-
dent with regard to the war on terror.”

But since launching his campaign, she
said, Clark “has thrown all conviction out the
window and he is all over the map with regard
to the war.”

During a short question-and-answer pe-
riod with the audience and in a brief news
conference later, Clark also criticized Bush
for his education policies and handling of the
economy.

With the Labour Department reporting
Friday that payrolls grew by 126,000 last
month, Clark said, “What you’ve got to re-
member is, 125,000 new jobs — that’s al-
most enough to keep up with new entrants

L

US pounds Saddam hometown;
Red Cross shuts offices

TikriT (Irag), 9 Nov— US warplanes and armoured vehicles pounded suspected
guerilla hideouts in former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein’s hometown on Saturday after
six soldiers died in the shooting down of Black Hawk helicopter.

The US Army said the
offensive in Tikrit — which
included the first use of war-
planes dropping bombs since
major combat was declared
over on May 1 — was a
“show of force” designed to
destroy possible hiding
places for insurgents.

US Deputy Secretary
of State Richard Armitage
told a news conference in
Baghdad that Iraq was still a
“war zone”.

“We are involved in an
insurgency, and that’s pretty
closetowar,” Armitage said.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, fear-
ful for the safety of its staff
operating in Iraq, announced
it was temporarily shutting
its offices in the Iraqi capital
Baghdad and the southern
city of Basra.

In a new attack by in-
surgents in the volatile town
of Fallujah, west of Bagh-
dad, two US soldiers were
killed and one wounded
when a roadside bomb was
detonated near their convoy.

Meanwhile, the US
military said it had captured

one of Saddam’s former
bodyguards near Kirkuk and
troops captured 12 people
suspected of involvement in
a deadly attack on a Bagh-
dad hotel where US Deputy
Defence Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz was staying.

Brigadier-General
Martin Dempsey, com-
mander of the US Army’s
1st Armoured Division, said
the suspects appeared to have
links to the former regime of
ousted president Saddam
Hussein.

MNA/Reuters

into the labour force. What we’ve had is 3.3
million jobs lost.”

Clark spoke after a morning fund-raiser
thatalocal campaign worker, Gary Horlacher,
said raised about $90,000 for the late-starting
campaign. —Internet

Gail Davis, of Winston-Salem, NC, voices her displeasure as guests to President
fund-raising luncheon exit the MC Benton, Jr Convention and Civic Centre in Win (G
Salem, NC, Friday on 7 Nov, 2003. About 300 protesters gathered outside to de
strate against Bush’s trade and Iraq policieSINTERNET
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580 kilos of heroin seized in Turkey

Ankara , 9 Nov—Turkish security forces have impounded 580 kilos of heroin and al
reasonable amount of morphine, opium and acid anhydride in operations in Istanbul an
northern province of Rize of Turkey, theAnatolia news agency reported on Friday.
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Acting on a tip-off, the
security forces launched
synchronic operations in
Kucukcekmece and Silivri

districts of Istanbul and in
Rize Province and confis-
cated 580 kilos of heroin,
more than 150 kilos of mor-

phine, nearly 100 kilos of
opium and acid anhydride,

China vows to deepen
fiscal reform

ZHuHAI (Guangdong), 9 Nov—China will deepen its fiscal reform and acceler-
ate the improvement of the public finance system, said Lou Jiwei, Chinese Vice-
Minister of Finance, here on Friday.

Addressing the Forum
of the World Economic De-
velopment and China on
the sidelines of the World
Economic Development
Declaration Conference
(WEDDC), Lou said in or-
der to meet the target, the
Chinese Government will
take concrete measures in
the following six ways:
Improve fiscal
macro-regulation so as to
boost economic growth. The
government has decided to
keep the continuity of the
proactive fiscal policy while

ga'gﬂegly adjusting the allo-

jon structure and reduc-

rm%]l.he size of government

investment in evidence of
the gradual and rapid growth
of private investment. The
government investment will

h continue flowing into mega
j infrastructure projects such

as Qinghai-Tibet Railway
and water diversion from the
south to north. Meanwhile,

the investment will also be
allocated to address the un-
even growth of economy
and society and dispropor-
tionate development of ur-
ban and rural economy;

— Push forward the
reform of the tax system.
The major objective is to
simplify the tax system,
broaden tax bases, lower tax
rates and improve tax col-
lection. The government
will continue reducing its
tariff rates in the coming
years in line with the tariff
reduction commitment to
the World Trade Organiza-
tion. By 2005 the overall tax
rate will drop to 10 per cent
as committed;

— Press ahead with ru-
ral fee-to-tax reform. The
government will gradually
lower the agricultural tax
rate, effectively alleviate the
burden on farmers and work
for a unified urban and ru-
ral tax system;

— Continuously im-
prove the tax-sharing sys-
tem and transfer payment
system, and institutionalize
the fiscal relations at vari-
ous governmental levels;

— Adjust and improve
the fiscal structure of ex-
penditure and gradually de-
fine the expenditure scope
of public finance. The gov-
ernment will allocate more
resources to agriculture, sci-
ence and technology, edu-
cation, health, public secu-
rity, social security, infra-
structure, ecological conser-
vation and other public
areas; and

— Improve and deepen
reform of the fiscal manage-
ment system and ensure
safety, standardization and
efficiency of public finance.
Fiscal management must be
equipped with high infor-
mation technology to
achieve fiscal moderniza-
tion—MNA/Xinhua

said the report.
Fifteen people, includ-

ing Urfi Cetinkaya who was
sentenced to life imprison-
ment on charges of traffick-
ing heroin and later released
from prisononJune 25,2003,
were detained in the opera-
tions.

A fullinvestigation into
illicit drug trafficking is
underway.

Turkey plays a central
role in the heroin trade des-
tined for Europe because it is
situated on the cross-roads of
Europe, Asia, the Middle East
and the Mediterranean Sea.

Indonesia to launch
reforestation programme

JakarTA , 9 Nov— The Indonesian Government will
launch a campaign to rehabilitate the environment and
forests nationwide, Forestry Minister M Prakosa said here|
Thursday.

“The government will launch short- and long-term
environmental rehabilitation and reforestation programmes
across the country,” he was quoted by state news agency
Antaraas saying.

He said that Indonesian President Megawati
Soekarnoputri had ordered to take effective measures to put
an end to the rampant deforestation in the country.

Prakosa made the statement following Sunday’s flash

flood which killed more than 100 people at the Bumi The most common way A : : }

Lawang tourist resort in Langkat District in Indonesia’s | to transport heroin is to hide : 4 : ST g B SR U] 1

North Sumatra Province. arelatively small quantity of | Timothy Evans, a soil scientist with the National Forest Service, gathers dirt samples
Prakosa attributed the flash flood in Langkat to severe | 20 to 50 kilos in a lorry. Thursday, on 6 November, 2003, in the Stanislaus National Forest near Upland, Calif.,

deforestation around the district—MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua site of the Grand Prix Fire—INTERNET
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Bomb blast rips heavily
armoured personnel carrier
killing two US soldiers in lraqg

FaLLuian, 9 Nov—Two US soldiers died in Iraq when a bomb ripped their
heavily armoured Bradley personnel carrier, as insurgents escalated their
attacks on the Americans.

As the latest deaths were announced, visiting US Deputy Secretary of
State Richard Armitage said the US administration was “sobered” by attacks
against coalition troops in flashpoint areas of Iraq, a country he called “a war
zone”.

ICRC closes offices

At the same time, the International Committee of the Red Cross announced
it was temporarily closing its offices in Baghdad and the southern city of Basra.

The powerful bomb blast just outside the powderkeg town of Fallujah came
only a day after a Blackhawk military helicopter crashed, as alarm grew that
anti-US combatants were developing weaponry that could take down the US
tanks and choppers.

The Bradley had a gaping hole in its rear. The vehicle was still ablaze and
spewing black smoke hours after the attack.

Ripped apart

The heavily armored personnel carrier differs only slightly from a tank. It
would mark the second time since US troops invaded Iraq in March that
insurgents have ripped apart US armor with their explosives.

The first incident was on October 29 when an M1 Abrams tank was hit by
a bomb, killing two crew members near the northeastern town of Balad.

Enemy fire

Saturday’s blast came as the US military was probing the crash Friday
of a Blackhawk helicopter near Tikrit, which killed six US soldiers. The
US military said neither enemy fire nor a mechanical failure could be
ruled out.

However, US soldiers have speculated that the chopper was hit by a rocket-
propelled grenade, as was the case on October 25 when a Blackhawk crashed
near the town, leaving one soldier wounded.—Internet

US officer confirms helicopter in Iraq
shot down

TixriT, 9 Nov— A US helicopter which crashed in Iraq Friday killing all six people
aboard was shot down, a US officer said Saturday.
Brought down by ground fire
“We do believe it was brought down by ground fire,” said Lt Col Steve Russell of
the 4th Infantry Division based in Saddam Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit where the
helicopter was brought down. —Internet

A US soldier covers the body of a comrade who was killed following an explosion
in Iraq . Two US soldiers were killed and one wounded when their military vehicle
struck an improvised explosive device in the flashpoint Iraqi town of Fallujah.
INTERNET

A US soldier, his
pants covered with
blood, takes position
in front of a burning
Bradley fighting
vehicle following an
attack outside
Fallujah. The US
military confirmed
that two US soldiers
were killed when
their vehicle struck an
improvised explosive

device. — INTERNET

38
US Army soldiers are alerted by the sound of gunshots while searching for attackers
after central Baghdad was rocked by explosions on Tuesday. Insurgents have fired at
least three mortars or rockets at the heart of the US-led administration in the Iraqi capital
Baghdad, wounding four people in the second brazen attack on the compound

in as many nights. — INTERNET

A man looks at the ruins on the destroyed headquarters of the Red Cross
in Baghdad, Saturday 8 November, 2003. The International Red Cross,
already planning to reduce staff in Iraq following an attack on its Baghdad
headquarters, said Saturday it is temporarily closing much of its operation in
the country because of general dangers. — INTERNET
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Prime Minister inspects Water Treatment Plant Construction Projects and upgrading tasks

YanGoN, 9 Nov—
Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt this afternoon
inspected Water Treatment
Plant Construction Project
being implemented by
Yangon City Development
Committee in Thanlyet-
soon, Botahtaung Town-
ship, and upgrading tasks
along Yangon port area
carried out by Myanma
Port Authority of the Min-
istry of Transport.

Accompanied by offi-
cials of the State Peace and
Development Council Of-
fice, the Prime Minister ar-
rived at the water treat-
ment plant construction
project in Thanlyetsoon at
3. pm. He was welcomed
there by Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe, Minister
for Transport Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe, Deputy Min-
ister U Pe Than, Vice-
Mayor Col Maung Pa and
officials.

First, Head of Depart-
ment U Tun Than Tun of
YCDC reported to the
Prime Minister on progress
of work in building the
water treatment plant, col-
lection of machinery and
civil, mechanical and elec-
trical tasks.

Joint-Secretary U Kyi
Win of YCDC reported on
collection of machinery

needed for building the
plant and technology ap-
plied in cities of the world
in building water treatment
plant. Commander Maj-Gen
Myint Swe gave a supple-
mentary report.

The Prime Minister
gave necessary instructions.
Next, Prime Minister Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt inspected
the construction task and
gave instructions to offi-
cials.

The Prime Minister and
party next arrived at the
briefing hall of project for
upgrading roads on river
bank in Botahtaung Town-
ship.

Deputy Minister U Pe
Than reported to the Prime
Minister on work being
carried out in accord with
the instructions given by the
Prime Minister for upgrad-
ing of roads on river bank
in Botahtaung Township,
building of new embank-
ment along the port from
Botahtaung Market Road to
Botahtaung Pagoda Road,
erecting lamps posts and
building of pavements and
car parks.

Commander Maj-Gen
Myint Swe reported on mat-
ters relating to assistance
given for timely completion
of the project.

The Prime Minister

gave instruction saying that
as measures are being taken
phase by phase for Yangon
capital to be on a par with
cities of the world, officials
concerned are to strive for
ensuring completion of the
work neat and tidy and its
durability.

Next, the Prime Minis-
ter inspected progress of
work in  upgrading
Botahtaung port area.

The Prime Minister also

along Yangon port area

i
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects development tasks of Bagaya jetty in

Kyimyindine Township— mNa

inspected upgrading tasks in
Lanmadaw and
Kyimyindine Townships
port areas.

The Prime Minister and
party proceeded to the brief-
ing hall of Kyimyidine
Township Vakara jetty De-
velopment Project imple-
mented by Asia World
Company.

After hearing report
presented by Managing Di-
rector U Tun Myint Naing
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win gives instructions at the meeting with oil-palm entrepremeurs.

of the company on concrete
road to be constructed at
Vakara jetty and arrange-
ments being made for
building embankment and
pavements, the Prime Min-
ister gave necessary in-
structions.

Upgrading tasks are be-
ing carried out from
Botahtaung Township to
Kyimyindine Township.
The project covers six-lane

road construction, renovat-
—_
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ing the pavements and
growing shady trees and
flowers. Moreover, meas-
ures are being taken for
upgrading port areas. The
tasks include building mo-
tor way and car parks in
port areas, growing shady
trees and flowers, erecting
high mast lamps, renovat-
ing jetties, goods shed and
recreation centres, building
pavements, benches and
embankments. — MNA

YANGON, 9 Nov — Sec-
retary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win and
Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein of the State Peace and
Development Council met
with oil-palm entrepreneurs
at the meeting hall of the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation this morning.

Present on the occasion
were Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen
Nyunt Tin, Minister for
Commerce Brig-Gen Pyi
Sone, officials of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office, departmen-
tal heads of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Irrigation
and the Ministry of Com-
merce, and national entrepre-
neurs who grow oil-palm in
Taninthayi Division.

Secretary-1 and Secretary-2 meet oil-palm entrepreneurs

On the occasion, the
Secretary-1 and the Secre-
tary-2 said Vice-Chairman
of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Vice-
Senior General Maung Aye
visited Taninthayi Division
last October and met with
oil-palm growing entrepre-
neurs. Therefore, they had a
chance to learn targeted
acreage of oil-palm, culti-
vated acreage, arrangements
for cultivation of oil-palm,
and requirements for build-
ing crude palm-oil mills,
they continued. As oil-palms
were now beginning to bear
bunches of nuts, necessary
measures must be taken to
build crude palm-oil mills
and palm-oil refineries and
extend the cultivation of oil-

palm.

They were meeting with
the entrepreneurs to imme-
diately fulfil the require-
ments and pecuniary and
machinery difficulties of en-
trepreneurs submitted during
the visit of Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Aye to
Taninthayi Division. The
Secretary-1 and the Secre-
tary-2 said that the Head of
State had given guidance to
fulfil the essential needs of
oil-palm entrepreneurs with
a view to meeting the suc-
cess in oil-palm cultivation
as targeted, and invited the
entrepreneurs to submit their
practical and essential re-
quirements at the meeting.

Oil-palm enterprises of
Taninthayi Division such as

Tatnay Co, SI Co,
Shwekhamout Co, Asia World
Co, Pokaung Co, Kanbawza
Co, Steel Stone Co, Dagon
Timber Co, South Dagon Co,
Yuzana and Annawa Tun Co,
Shwe Padonma Co, Myan
Naing Myint Co, and Vintage
Co reported on completion of
oil-palm cultivation tasks and
requirements for building
crude palm-oil mills. Next,
Minister Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin
and Minister Brig-Gen Pyi
Sone reported on assistance
rendered to the oil-palm culti-
vation enterprises by the re-
spective ministries and future
tasks.

Afterwards, the Secretary-
1 and the Secretary-2 fulfilled
the requirements. — MNA
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Minister Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin explains matters related to
cultivation of oil-palm— mna



YaNGoN, 9 Nov —
Prime Minister of Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic
Mr Boungnang Vorachith
and party arrived here by
Special Aircraft this morn-
ing to attend the Four-Coun-
try (CLMT) Business Fo-
rum to be hosted in

Myanmar.

The Laotian Prime
Minister and party were
welcomed at Yangon Inter-
national Airport by Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs U
Win Aung and Deputy Min-
ister U Khin Maung Win
and officials and embassy
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Lao PDR Premier Mr Boungnang Vorachith and party
arrive to attend Four-Country Business Forum

staff of Laos to Myanmar.

Next, they arrived at
Sedona Hotel where they
are going to put up. The
Laotian Prime Minister was
accompanied by the Deputy
Prime Minister, Ministers,
Deputy Ministers and high-
ranking officials. — MNA

Thai Foreign
Minister and
high-ranking
officials arrive

YANGON, 9 Nov—
Thai Foreign Affairs Min-
ister and high-ranking offi-
cials arrived here by air this
evening to attend the Four-

Country (CLMT) Business

Forum to be hosted in

Myanmar.
Thai Foreign Affairs
Minister Dr Surakiat

Sathirathai and high rank-
ing officials were welcomed
at Yangon International
Airport by Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Win Aung,
Myanmar Ambassador to
Thailand U Myo Myint,
Thai Ambassador to
Myanmar Mr  Oum
Maolanon. — MNA

Minister U Win Aung
welcomes Thai Foreign|
Affairs Minister Dr
Surakiat Sathirathai and
high-ranking officials.
MNA

Border area

development

Myint Soe (Na-ta-la) —I

(Continued from yesterday)

T had been to Pachakalo, Kyauktalon and Kyauktan
villages in the 1980s on military duties. Those villages
now have station hospitals. Even a small village like
Naung-yin-don has a dispensary. Naung-yin-don was the
place where one of my soldiers, Maung Me, sacrificed his
life for the national cause. Naungdaw, a hamlet, with only
20 or 25 huts in the past, has become a crowded village
where a middle school and a dispensary are located.
Hsaikkhaung, Loiput and Htwephu villages will be acces-
sible by rail soon. The sweet pineapples of Loi-hsan-sit
can be easily transported by rail to Taunggyi. The devel-
opment of Kyauktalon region is significant. Tikyit and
Nongtaya have been more than villages since in the past.
They are now witnessing unprecedented development as
a coal-fired power station is under construction in the
region. A small village called Pangan lying west of
Hsihseng now has a middle school and is fully enjoying
peace and stability. My column built trenches and bun-
kers at the village during its short stay there.

Regional development

The regional development is not created by any
divinity or achieved without any efforts of man either. It
is the result of the collective endeavours of the State and
the peace groups that have come back to the legal fold.
The PNO led by U Aung Kham Hti has returned to the
legal fold on 18 February 1991; and the Ya-la-la-pha un-
der the command of U Ta Kale, on 9 October 1994. We
have witnessed unity and the noble conviction of the Pa-
O national people.

Due to the instigation of the BCP, some of the Pa-
O were divided into the PNO (White Pa-O) and the Ya-
la-la-pha (Red Pa-O) both of which put up armed oppo-
sition against the State. But they are now united in launch-
ing regional development undertakings, and without mak-
ing any discrimination, they are carrying out regional
development tasks with same conviction and belief. Both
peace groups said that the State could set up a certain
amount of funds for regional development as they would
like to work under its patronage; and that the rest would
be fulfilled by the regional people. Accordingly, many
self-reliant projects have emerged in the Pa-O region.
When the Government set up a fund of K 5 million for
regional development, the regional people were to con-
tribute more and make it a 50 million project; and when
the Government poured K 10 million for the project, the
regional people were ready to make it a 100 million project.
The national races of Shan State including the Shan and
the Pa-O are always generous to contribute cash or kind
for regional development, social affairs and religious
matters.

The Pa-O region development project covers
Taunggyi, Hsihseng, Hopong, Nyaungshwe, Loilem,
Kalaw, Mongmao, Yaksawk, Namhsan, Pekhon, Monai,
Langkho and Pinlaung townships. Many roads including
Kyauktalon-Nongtaya road, Hsihseng-Naunghtaw road,
Panaw-Banyin road, Mongmao-Nantlut-Kadule road,
Kyauktalon-Pinhtun road, Ponchaung-Kadugyi road,
Hainarle-Naryaing road, Kyauktalon-Nanpan road, Kali-
Hopan road, and Kyainglin-Kehsi road have been built in
the Pa-O region. One major bridge and 54 minor bridges
have also been built in it.

Three hospitals, five dispensaries, 43 primary
schools, 18 middle schools, and seven high schools have
been opened in the region. There are now six agriculture
offices, seven agriculture centres and two tractor stations
in the region. Thirty-two more towns and villages in the
Pa-O region now have electricity. Retransmission stations
have been built to beam TV programmes to Pinlaung,
Hsihseng, Wanhut and Mongmao regions. In the commu-
nication sector, seven post offices have been opened.

Since in the past, Kyaukkacha and Pachakalo have
been large villages. They have now hospitals, high schools
and post offices. The Pa-O people are successfully con-
ducting the mineral and gems mining businesses. They
are extending the agricultural business and they look
forword to the export of the produce. The PNO has re-
claimed over 10,000 acres of land in Hsihseng and
Nyaungshwe townships, and is growing industrial crops,
perennial crops and seasonal crops. The farms at
Hsaikkhaung, Nanthe, Taungche, Nadikan in Palopake vil-
lage-tract are doing well with thriving crops. Similarly,
the Ya-la-la-pha peace group is also growing various kinds
of crops at Konmalan and Salaung-taung regions in
Mongmao Township.

Since ancient times, the Pa-O region has been under
the influence of the teachings of Dhamma, and has been
the place where the local people are doing meritorious
deeds at the temples, pagodas and monasteries. Peace was
always within reach. But the region had to wait to grasp
the opportunity.

But now, peace and stability has been firmly built
in the region. The State and the local people have been
working hand in hand and with might and main for re-
gional development. I believe that if I get an opportunity
to revisit the Pa-O region, I will be amazed to see the
unprecedented progress that the region has been achiev-
ing nowadays. Moreover, I would like to meet with my
childhood friends again......

(Concluded)
(Translation: TMT)
Kyemon+Myanma Alin: 8 November 2003.

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of light

*  Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light

*  Use the least possible amount of electricity]
required in production and service enter-
prises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a|
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a}
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

* Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased

k-1 = o E |
President of Myanmar Hockey Federation Brig-Gen Myo
Myint presents a gift to Managing Director U Myint Naing
of Ngapali General Enterprises that donated K 1 million
for Shwemyaya Invitational Hockey Cup at the prize
presentation held at Theinbyu hockey pitch on

8 November— (u)
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Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt addresses...

(from page 1)

As the education system
that encourages the indi-
vidual studentto study a sub-
ject which promises success
for him or her according to
his or her talents, personal-
ity, skills and interests has
been introduced since 2000-
2001 academic year, increas-
ing number of favourable
conditions for the nurturing
of outstanding youths have
emerged. These are the con-
spicuous progress of the edu-
cation sector.

The significant point of
this year’s prize-presentation
is prizes will be presented to
the students who were out-
standing in the 2003 matricu-
lation exam as well as those
who were outstanding in
Mathematics  Olympic
Conpetitiont.

In addition, Mathemat-
ics Olympic Competition for
tenth standard students was
launched in 2002 with the
aim of producing those who
are outstanding in Math-
ematics in basic education
level, of training the students

Chairman of MEC Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party pose for a documentary together with outst:

national education sector.

At the same time, the
government has laid down
the programmes for emer-
gence of all-round outstand-
ing schools and is making
arrangements for bringing
about harmonious develop-
ment in respective subjects
and cirriculum and practical
education development for
each basic education school.

With the participation of
officials in education sector,
local authorities, members of
social organizations and the
school boards of trustees and
the people, progress has been
made in enrolment of all
school-age children and in
enabling all school-age chil-
dren to complete basic edu-
cation level as well as in en-
hancing the education stand-
ard.

Atpresent, the basic edu-
cation is being pursued in
40121 basic education
schools with over 0.223 mil-
lion teachers and 7.64 mil-
lion students. It amounts to
the emergence of a high-
powered resource for the
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets with Prime Minister of LPDR Mr Boungnang Vorachith at the Sedona
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Hotel. (News page 16.)—MNA
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at different levels to make
efforts in producing highly
qualified human resources
capable of building a modern
developed democratic nation,
to cooperate with the people,
members of social organiza-
tions, well-wishers, educa-
tion staff, teachers and local
authorities in realization of

i -.\_u.-l'-\.-nﬂl

Kamayut.

The third prizes went to
six-distinction winner Ma
Soe Wai Wai of
PhaungdawU affiliated
BEHS, Mandalay Division
and six-distinction winner
Saw Eai Pho Htoo of BEHS-
4 Taunggyi, Shan State
(South).

et 2 B

students of 2002-2003 matriculation and Mathematics Olympic Competitiona

who are to participate in In-
ternational Mathematics Ol-
ympic Competition and of
producing mathematicians
for the State in future. As a
result, the number of those
who are interested in Math-
ematics and those who are
outstanding in Mathematics
has increased. Therefore,
prizes were presented to ten
students who are outstand-
ing in Mathematics in to-
day’s prize-presentation cer-
emony.

It is encouraging to wit-
ness that the basic education
sector has been nurturing the
new generation youths to
become outstanding in all
spheres and to enable them
to access the education of
international level while pre-
senting prizes and stipends
to the outstanding students.
Thus, this will contribute to-
wards enhancing the whole

State. Under the literacy cam-
paign, the rate of enrolment
of all school-age children has
increased to 95 per cent.

As the government has
been able to nurture the hu-
man resources into a highly
qualified national force
which is invaluable for the
State, the future of the nation
can be built on the right track
of national interest on self-
reliant basis. Only then the
national objective which
calls for the emergence of a
modern developed demo-
cratic nation will soon be
practically realized.

The students who won
prizes today are to try their
bestin pursuitof higheredu-
cation in the interest of the
State and the people with the
effective use of their out-
standing skills.

In conclusion, the Prime
Minister called on officials

the national education goals.
He also called on the stu-
dents who are outstanding in
Mathematics and matricula-
tion exam to try their best to
become intellectuals and in-
telligentsia on whom the
State can rely and to make
earnest efforts to become
outstanding in the higher
education level.

Next, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt pre-
sented awards to six-distinc-
tion winner Ma Khaing Thet
Hsu of BEHS-2 Kamayut
Township, Yangon Division
who stood first in the whole
country in Science Combi-
nation with the highest
marks.

The second prize went to
six-distinction winners
Maung Sai Kamsoe of
BEHS-1 Aungmyethazan
Township, Mandalay and
Maung Saw Htut of BEHS-2

The fourth prize went to
six-distinction winner Ma
Zin Mar Naing of BEHS-8,
Mawlamyine, Mon State.

The fifth prize went to
six-distinction winner Ma
Khaing Swe Shan of BEHS-
2 Kamayut Township.

The sixth prize went to
six-distinction winner Min
Soe Ko Lwin of BEHS-6,
Mawlamyine, six-distinction
winner Maung Kyaw Htet
Aung of BEHS-3 Kamayut
and six-distinction winner
Ma Wut Yi Lin of BEHS-2
Pathein Township,
Ayeyawady Division.

The seventh prize went
tofive-distinction winner Ma
Nguwa Lin of BEHS-1
Magway Township, Magway
Division, four-distinction
winner Ma Chin Min of
BEHS-5, Chanayethazan
Township, Mandalay, five-
distinction winner Ma Hsu

Mon Cho of BEHS-2
Kamayutand five-distinction
winner Maung Kyaw Min Oo
of BEHS-1 Dagon Township,
Yangon Division.

The eighth prize went to
five-distinction winner
Maung Thaw Zin Oo of
BEHS-9, Mawlamyine, five-
distinction winner Ma Thu
Thu Cho of BEHS-16
Chanayethazan Township,
Mandalay, six-distinction
winner MaKyawt Thet Lwin
of BEHS-1, Meikhtila, Man-
dalay Division, six-distinc-
tion winner Maung Kyi Tha
Aung of Yangon Institute of
Education Practising School,
five-distinction winner Ma
Thiri Wai of BEHS-2
Sangyoung Township,
Yangon Division and six-dis-
tinction winner Ma Hsu Mon
Thwai of  BEHS-2
Sangyoung.

The ninth prize went to
five-distinction winner Ma
Zun Mo Hsu of BEHS-16,
Chanayethazan Township,
six-distinction winner Ma
Ei Mon Win of BEHS-3,
South Okkalapa Township,
six-distinction winner Ma
Wint Wint Aung of BEHS-
%@g‘lgyoung and five-dis-
tinction winner Ma Ei

Khaing Latt of BEHS-4,
Taunggyi.

The tenth prize went to
six-distinction  winner
Maung Tin Tun Aung of
Yangon Institute of Educa-
tion Practising School, six-
distinction winner Ma Nilar
Min of BEHS-2, Sangyoung
and six-distinction winner
Ma Yin Yin Mon of BEHS-
6, Myaungmya, Ayeyawady
Division.

The Prime Minister also
presented awards to three-
distinction winner Maung
Kyaw Thura of BEHS-1,
Bogalay, Ayeyawady Divi-
sion who stood second in
Arts Combination with the
highest marks in 2002-2003
academic year matriculation
examination.

The third prize went to
four-distinction winner Ma
Hay Mar Myint of BEHS-1,
South Okkalapa Township.

The fourth prize went to
three-distinction winner Ma
Nanhsoak of BEHS-3
PyinOoLwin, Mandalay Di-
vision. The sixth prize went
to two-distinction winner
Maung Manahtang of affili-
ated school of BEHS-1 Kale,
Sagaing Division.

(See page 9)

Minister U Than Aung presents a prize to an outstanding

student of 2002-2003 Mathematics Olympic
Competition— mNa
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LA
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt gives instructions at the Work Coordination Meeting on Upgrading of Surroundings of Kandawgyi Garden and Yangon Zoological Gardens
(News page 16)—MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses...

(from page 8)

The seventh prize went
to three-distinction winner
Maung Aung Thura of
BEHS-2, Hinthada, Ayeya-
wady Division.

The eighth prize went to
two-distinction winner Ma
Thin Thin Myat of BEHS-
6, Myaungmya, Ayeya-
wady Division.

The ninth prize went to

three-distinction winner Sa
Ai  Htwe of BEHS,
Kyonpyaw, Ayeyawady Di-
vision.

The tenth prize went to
two-distinction winner Ma
Nyein Nyein Aye of BEHS-
1, Nyaungdon, Ayeyawady
Division.

(There were no first and

Afterwards, Minister for
Education U Than Aung pre-
sented awards to the winners
of Myanmar Mathematics
Olympic Competitions. The
first prize went to Ma May
Nwe Lwin of BEHS-4,
Taunggyi, Shan State; the
second prize to Ma Theingi
Oo of BEHS-2 Latha Town-

ship, Yangon Division; the
third prize to Maung Aung
Hsu Wai of BEHS-3, Bago
Township; and the consola-
tion prizes to Maung Lwin
Htoo Naung of BEHS-1
Monywa, Sagaing Division,
Ma Kyawt Thet Lwin of
BEHS-1, Meiktila, MaMyat
Su Mon of BEHS-I1
Kyimyindine Township,
Maung Soe Thet Lwin of

BEHS-5, Taunggyi, Maung
Chanmye Sithu Tun of
BEHS-3, Shwebo Township,
Sagaing Division, Ma Sanda
Phyu of BEHS, Minhla
Township, Bago Division
(West) and Ma Zin Mar
Naing of BEHS-8,
Mawlamyine.

Next, the outstanding stu-
dents entertained the audi-
ence with asong followed by

entertainment programmes
of students.

Chairman of Myanmar
Education Committee Prime
Minister General Khin
Nyunt had a documentary
photo taken together with
the prize-winning students.

The Prime Minister,
next, cordially greeted the
outstanding students.

MNA

fifth prize winners in Arts
Combination.)

AL

Press conference on 13th Asian Archery Championship and

Athens Olympic Qualifier for 2004 held

Y ANGON, 9 Nov—A press
conference on 13th Asian
Archery Championship and
Athens Olympic Qualifier
for2004 hosted by Myanmar
was held at the Youth Foot-
ball Training Centre on
Waizayanta Road here at
12.35 pm today.

Present on the occasion
were Director-General U
Khin Maung Htay of
Myanma Radio and Televi-
sion, Managing Director U
Tin Kha of News and Peri-
odicals Enterprise, Director-
General U Thaung Htaik of

Sports and Physical Educa-
tion Department, Director
(News) U Hla Tun of NPE,
President of Asian Archery
Federation Mr Hong-Jong
Yu, Vice-Presidents Mr San
Guan Kosavinta and Presi-
dent of Myanmar Archery
Federation Dr Khin Shwe,
General Secretary of AAF
Mr Sung Ho-um, President
of Myanmar Foreign Corre-
spondents Club U Sao Kai
Hpa and member corre-
spondents and guests.

First, President of Asian
Archery Federation Mr

Hong-Jong Yu extended
greetings.

Next, Vice-President of
AAF President of Myanmar
Archery Federation Dr Khin
Shwe explained about
Archer Thin Thin Khine of
Myanmar who is qualified
for World Olympic Archery
Contest, perfomance of
Myanmar Archery Team in
13th Asian Archery Cham-
pionship and Athens Olym-
pic Qualifier for 2004 and
arrangements being made
for Myanmar Archery Team
to participate in Southeast

Asian Archery Competition.
Next, Director-General
U Thaung Htaik of SPED,
President of AAF Mr Hong-
Jong Yu, Vice-Presidents Mr
San Guan Kosavinta and
President of Myanmar Ar-
chery Federation Dr Khin
Shwe replied to queries on
conditions of competition for
Myanmar Archery Team in
13th Asian Archery Cham-
pionship and 2004 Athens
Olympic Qualifier raised by
the journalists and the press
conference ended.
MNA
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win presents a prize and

diploma to a winners in men’s event of 13th Asian

Archery Championship and Athens Olympic Arche
Qualifier for 2004 (News on page 16)—mNa

LA
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Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents a prize an
diploma to a winners in women'’s event of 13th Asia
Archery Championship and Athens Olympic Archer,

Qualifier for 2004. (News on page 16)—MNA

13th Asian Archery

YANGoN, 9 Nov — The
yevenls of the 13th Asian
Archery Championships
and Athens Olympic Quali-
fier for the 2004 hosted in
the Union of Myanmar suc-
cessfully concluded at
Youth Training Centre
(Thuwunna) on Waizayanta
Street, Thingangyun Town-
ship today.
Present on the occasion
were Chairman of Leading
Committee for Holding the
Archery Competition Min-
ister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint, members
of panel of leading patrons
of Myanmar Women Sports
Federation, Chairman of
Asian Archery Federation
Mr Hong-Jong Yu, Vice-
Chairmen of Asian Archery
Federation Mr San Guan
Kosavinta and President of
Myanmar Archery Federa-
tion Dr Khin Shwe, General
dSecretary of AAF Mr Sung-
nHo-Um, General Secretary
yof the MAF U Kyaw Oo

and executives, diplomats of

concludes

foreign embassies in
Yangon and special invited
guests.

Altogether 19 archers
from host Myanmar, India,
Singapore, Hong Kong, the
Philippines, Mongolia,
Kazakhstan, Bhutan, Ma-
laysia and Vietnam took
part in Women’s Recurve
of Athens Olympic Quali-
fier for 2004 in the morn-
ing event.

Altogether 32 archers

Championships and
Athens Olympic Qualifier for 2004
successfully

from host Myanmar, China,
Bangladesh, Vietnem, Ma-
laysia, Bhutan, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Kazakhstan,
Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Qatar,
Thailand, Laos, Iran, Indo-
nesia and Uzbetkistan took
part in the event of Men’s
Recurve.

A total of 6 archers—
each woman from Indone-
sia and Malaysia, one
woman from Myanmar,
each man from China,

Kazakhstan and Indonesia
— qualified the 2004

Athens Olympic.
Altogether 64 men
archers and 64 women
archers from all nations in
the world are allowed to
take part in the Athens
Olympic Archery Compe-
tition. Woman archer of
Myanmar Thin Thin Khine
went through the 2004

Athens Olympic.
MNA

Chairman of Leading Committee for Holding thcheryCompetitiors Minister for
Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint watches the events of the 13th Asian Archery
Championships and Athens Olympic Qualifier for 2004 at Youth Training Centre
(Thuwunna)—mNa
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MAF secures second grade in the qualifier for World Olympics
Myanma selected archer Thin Thin Khine on her way to Athens Olympics

Article and photos by Thaung Win Bo

In line with the di-
rective given by Prime
Minister of the State Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt to Dr
Khin Shwe to form
Myanmar Archery Federa-
tion, the federation came
into existence in 1995, and
now it has entered its
eighth year and taken part
in the competitions in over
30 countries.

The 13th Asian Ar-
chery Championship and
archery qualifiers for Ath-
ens Olympics, both of
which have been hosted in
Myanmar, may be seen as
the honour the Asian Ar-
chery Federation has
granted to Myanmar in
recognition of the MAF’s
skilfulness in spite of its

young existence.

It is an encouraging
sign that Thin Thin Khine
of MAF rated second in
the archery qualifier for
the World Olympics to be
held in Athens although
her Indonesian rival beat
her 106-99.

The Indonesian
team is over 50 years old
and its experience is far
greater when compared
with that of the 8-year
MAF. It is four years that
Thin Thin Khine has
joined the MAF. She be-
came a selected archer of
Myanmar in less than one
year and won gold in the
Asian Archery Round
2000 held in Thailand.

For the success of

the MAF, Dr Khin Shwe
spent over K 200 million
on purchase of archery
gear, salaries for athletes,
the hiring of a Korean
trainer, all the expenses of
athletes for over 30 foreign
archeries, and suchlike.
Asian countries like
Korea, Japan, China and
India hold first, second,
third and fourth positions
in the World Archery
Championships, and Korea
has been the champion for
over 20 years.
According to Dr
Khin Shwe, aims have
been set on securing a
world-level position for
the MAF and at the same
time concentrated meas-
ures will be taken to host

the World Archery Cham-
pionship in ten years.

A total of 22 teams
from 20 countries took
part in the 13th Asian Ar-
chery Championship,
which is therefore now
regarded as a competition
with highest number of
participating countries and
teams in 20 years. What’s
more, it is also a milestone
for Myanmar. In particu-
lar, athletes from various
countries witnessed the
stability and tranquillity
prevailing in Myanmar.

The archers from
participant countries took
great delight at the bow
loading senses of Yama,
Latkhana and Datthagiri,
which was presented by
the Ministry of Culture at
the opening ceremony of
the 13th Asian Archery

-4
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Thin Thin Khine (Myanmar) passes the Qualifier with

the second position— NLM

Championship held on 3
November. Dr Ugor
Edener, Vice-Chairman of
the World Archery Federa-
tion, spoke words of
praise, noting the cer-
emony as the grandest one.

He also eulogised
Dr Khin Shwe and athletes
for their endeavours to
write success stories in
such short a time as Thin
Thin Khine was qualified
for the World Olympics to
be held in Athens, and
promised technological

| assistance.

Minister for Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint and guest watch the performance of Thin Thin Khine (Mygnmar) With the assistance
at Athens Olympic Archery Qualifier for 2004- NLM

of Brig-Gen Thura Aye

Myint, Chairman of the
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mittee and Minister for
Sports, the MAF is recruit-
ing youths of the new gen-
eration from Chin, Shan,
Kayin and Mon States and
providing training to them
to be in high calibre.

All in all, Myanmar
archers are trying their ut-
most to be able to pen-
etrate into the world ar-
chery in the near future in
accord with the motto
“Not quantity but quality
that matters”.

*hKKK

Translation: KTY

Visitors seen at the Anti-AIDS exhibitios. Mna

First Anti-AIDS Exhibition continues

YanGon, 9 Nov _
The First Anti-AIDS Exhi-
bition, organized by the
Ministry of Health contin-
ued as the seventh day at
the Tatmadaw Convention
Centre on U Wisara Road,
Dagon Township from 9 am
to 6 pm today. The exhibi-
tion was crowded with the
visitors.

Booths of the Min-

istry of Health, the Minis-
try of Education, the Min-
istry of Home Affairs, the
Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism, the Ministry of
Labour, the Ministry of Rail
Transportation, the Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement, UN
Agencies, International So-
cial Organizations, Social
Organizations in Myanmar

and Pharmaceutical Compa-
nies are on display.

The exhibition pro-
vided educative pro-
grammes on prevention and
combating the HIV/AIDS
with the use of VCD and
Video Tapes and there is a
computer quiz on HIV/
AIDS. The exhibition con-
tinues tomorrow.

MNA

Music Concert of No 1 BEHS, Dagon Township, held

YaNGoN, 9 Nov —
Music Concert of No 1 Ba-
sic Education High School,
Dagon Township for 2003-
2004 academic year was
opened yesterday evening.

The opening cer-
emony was attended by

Minister for Education U
Than Aung, Deputy Minis-
ters Brig-Gen Soe Win
Maung and U Myo Nyunt,
the directors-general, head-
masters, teachers and stu-
dents and their parents.
First, outstanding

students of the school for-
mally opened the concert
and then presented their
skill demonstrations. After
the entertainment, the min-
ister presented cash awards
to the students who took
part in the play.— MNA

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago
Second best time is now.

Drug dealers sentenced

Yancon, 9 Nov— A
combined team comprising
members of Local Intelli-
gence Unit and Mogok Po-
lice Station, acting on infor-
mation, seized Aik Aye who
was inside the hut near 1.75
acres of opium plantation on
Lwe Mon ridge, about 5
miles east of Paloung
Kyaungkhan village,
Mogok Township on 9
March, 2003.

In connection with
the case, action was taken
against Aik Aye, son of U
Naw Win of Paloung
Kyaungkhan village,
Mogok Township under
Section 15/16(a) of Narcotic

Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law by Mogok
Police Station.

Mogok Township
Court, on 1st September,
handed down on Aik Aye
to five years’ imprisonment
under Section 15 and seven
years’ imprisonment under
Section 16(a).

Similarly, a com-
bined team comprising
members of Local Intelli-
gence Unit, Monywa Spe-
cial Anti-Drugs Squad and
Monywa Police Station,
acting on information,
searched Maung Ta Lun
Aung who was putting up
in Hlaingpya Guest House,

Yongyi Ward, Monywa
Township on 24 May, 2003
and seized him with 11
packets of heroin weighing
0.2183 kilos inside the plas-
tic ice box.

In connection with
the case, action was taken
against Maung Ta Lun
Aung, son of U Sarti Yong
of Zayhoung, Haka under
Section 15/19(a) of Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law by
Monywa No 1 Police Sta-
tion. Monywa District Court
on 3 October, 2003, handed
down on Maung Ta Lun
Aung to life sentence under
Section 19(a). — MNA
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic
development of all regions in the country

Chin State located in
the far corners of the
nation is now witness-
ing progress in all
sectors including the
health, communication,
livestock breeding and
social sectors. The
photo shows the
Microwave Station in
Falam, Chin State.

PHOTO: MNA

The Var bridge was built on
Kale-Haka road in Falam

Township, Chin State in
March 1998. The bridge is
150 feet long.— pHOTO:
SHWEINNTHA KHIN MAUNG

WiN (KYEMON)
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Kattel suspension
bridge across Manipur
river in Tiddim Town-
ship, Chin State. It is
480 feet long and 10

feet 9 inches wide. The

bridge is located on

Tiddim-Kattel-Rei Lake
motor road. The clear-
ance under the bridge

is 350 feet wide and 20
feet high. It can bear
10 tons of loads. The

Kattel bridge was
opened on 25-4-2002.
MNA
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ADUERTISEMENTS

China to expand trade with
Serbia, Montenegro

Beuing , 9 Nov— China would take further measures to expand the scale of its trade
and economic cooperation with Serbia and Montenegro, said Chinese Premier Wen

Jiabao here on Friday.

During his meeting with
visiting Serbian Prime Min-
ister Zoran Zivkovic in
Beijing, Wen said the Chi-
nese Government treasured
its traditional friendship with
Serbia and Montenegro. He
said China was ready to push
forward the mutually ben-
eficial cooperation between
the two sides.

Wen said the two coun-

tries should take measures to
deepen mutual understand-
ing, explore new areas of
cooperation, enrich the meth-
ods of cooperation and ex-
pand the scale of trade and
economic cooperation.
Zivkovic said the Serbian
side highly appraised the
important role that China
played in international and
regional affairs. He said the

Serbian side placed great
importance on its coopera-
tion with China in various
fields.

He expressed the wish
that the two sides would con-
tinue to tap into the potential
of bilateral cooperation in
the economic field so as to
open up an new era of bilat-
eral relations.

MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese surgeons replace
thigh for 99-year-old

Herel, 9 Nov— A Chinese hospital in east China’s Anhui
Province has succeeded in surgically replacing the thigh of
a 99-year-old woman.

Such an operation on a senior citizen of that age was very
rare, according to doctors of the Shushan Hospital, a branch
of the First People’s Hospital of the provincial capital of
Hefei on Friday.

Liang Chunzhen, the old woman patient, is a local of
Changfeng County in Hefei, who fell over and broke her
right thigh in June 2002.

The hospital decided to replace the broken bone with an
artificial one. The surgeons noted that Liang was “at ease”
and looked “composed” during the operation, and chatted
casually with nurses.— MNA/Xinhua
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Malaysia places emphasis on
intellectual capital

Kuara Lumpur, 9 Nov —
Malaysian Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
said Friday that the govern-
ment would place emphasis
onboosting intellectual capi-
tal among the younger gen-
eration.

The matter was discussed
at length at the Barisan
Nasional (BN) Supreme
Council meeting which en-
dorsed him as the BN chair-

man, Abdullahsaid ataPress
conference after the meet-
ing. BN, the ruling coalition
now grouping 14 political
parties in the country, was
set up in 1974.

“The matter was raised by
component members forem-
phasis on education to pro-
duce a more knowledgeable
and more outstanding
workforce,” he said.

MNA/Xinhua

Nepal, India sign agreement
on railway project

Karumanpbu, 9 Nov —
The governments of Nepal
and India signed a bilateral
railway agreement Friday on
the operation of a trans-bor-
der cargorailway project, the
Indian Embassy in Nepal said
here Saturday.

The agreement material-
ized after three rounds of
serious negotiations lasted
for one and half years, said a
Press release issued by the
embassy.

“The railway cargo ser-

vices will be applied to
Nepal-India trade within six
months after the multi-mil-
lion-dollar project com-
pletes, which will also facili-
tate Nepal’s trade with other
countries,” the Press release
said. As per the agreement,
Nepal is required to appoint
a Nepal-India joint venture
company to manage the In-
land Container Depotlocated
in Birgunj City in central
Nepal.

MNA/Xinhua



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Monday, 10 November, 2003 13

India improves ties with
Myanmar

New DetHi, 9 Nov— India’s Vice-President Bhairon Singh Shekhawat ended h
five-day official visit to Myanmar on Thursday, during which a number of important

agreements were signed

Shekhawat is the first Indian leader to
visit Myanmar in 16 years. Rajiv Gandhi
visited the country in 1987 as prime minis-
ter.

Shekhawat’s visit to Myanmar shows In-
diaattaches high priority to its relations with
Myanmar, its neighbouring country.

During the visit, the two sides held discus-
sions on economic and trade issues and on
checking insurgent activity in the border
areas with satisfied results.

Foreign Secretary Kanwal Sibal told re-
porters that the two sides had established a
mechanism to cooperate, assuring that peace
and stability would be maintained on the
border.

The discussions on strengthening bilat-
eral relations between Indian and Myanmar
leaders were cordial and fruitful, according
to Sibal. During the talks, Shekhawat also
pledged to continue to support Myanmar in
economic activities as well as human re-
source development.

In this context, during the current year,
India and Myanmar have signed five agree-

ments. India has also extended a credit line of
25 million dollars to the government of
Myanmar.

During Shekhwat’s stay in Myanmar, there
were extended discussions between the two
sides on the development projects in which
India is involved. The trilateral highway
project between India, Myanmar and Thai-
land, to which all the three countries are
committed, was also included in the talks.

Shekhawat said that a number of cross-
border projects would help enhance trade
and increase economic opportunities for peo-
ple in the border areas.

“India attaches high priority to relations
with Myanmar and its people. We wish to see
a stable, peaceful and prosperous Myanmar
and a vibrant relationship between our two
countries,” he said.

Observing that cooperation between India

Thai PM announces sweeping Cabinet reshuffle

Banckok , 9 Nov— The Thai Government officially announced the Cabinet reshuffle

list here Saturday evening.

According to the list, three
current Cabinet members
from Chart Pattana Party —
Deputy Premier Korn
Dabbaransi, Labour Minister
Suwat Liptapanlop, and
Deputy Health Minister
Pracha Promnok — all have
been dumped, sealing the ex-
clusion of the party from the
Thai Rak Thai Party (TRT)-
led ruling coalition.

Korn lost his position,
while Suwat and Pracha were
replaced by the former cul-
ture minister Uraiwan
Thienthong and TRT’s new
face Chamlong
Lamchaenphan respectively.

Uraiwan, who is the wife
of Sanoh Thienthong, a fac-
tion leader in TRT, was ap-
pointed as Labour Minister.

Anurak Jureemas, former

[

minister of social develop-
ment and human security, re-
placed Uraiwan as Cultural
Minister, and former minis-
ter of agriculture Sora-at
Klinprathum was removed to
succeed Anurak’s former
position.

Former commerce minis-
ter Adisai Bodharamik was
appointed as Education Min-
ister in place of Pongpol
Adireksarn, who has been
excluded from the new Cabi-
net, while former deputy com-
merce minister Watana
Muangsook was promoted as
the minister. Thai Prime Min-
ister Thaksin Shinawatra will
lead all of the 12 new minis-
ters for the royal oath-taking
ceremony with the King next
Monday.

After this reshuffle, an-

other coalition member, the
Chart Thai Party, retained its
status quo of four ministers,
who oversee mainly human
resources portfolios.

Thai Rak Thai holds 296
seats in the 500-seat Lower
House of Representatives.
Even though Chat Pattana
Party has been excluded from
the ruling coalition, the cur-
rent two-party coalition still
takes an overwhelming ma-
jority against the Democrat-
led opposition. In January last
year Thaksin announced the
merger of another coalition
partner, the New Aspiration
Party, within the TRT ranks.
Thaksin has reshuffled the
Cabinet for seven times since
he won the position of Prime
Minister in the general elec-
tionin 2001.—MNA/Xinhua

and Myanmar has acquired a truly multi-
dimensional character, the vice-president said
the two sides are today cooperating in di-
verse fields, ranging from culture to science
and technology. — MNA/Xinhua

China to
improve

Power
blackout hits
most of
Chile

SANTIAGO, 9 Nov —
Most of Chile lost power in
a major blackout on Friday
evening, snarling rush hour
traffic in the capital.

The blackout began at
about 7:20 pm (2220
GMT), and power was back
in about a third of the af-
fected areas at 9:00 pm
(2400 GMT), National
Electricity Superintendent
Sergio Espejo told Televi-
sion Nacional television
network.

He said the country’s
central grid went down, but

This image photographed at about midnight Alaska Standaye no other explanation

time, on 30 Oct, 2003 shows aurora over the MatanusKar the blackout, which was

glacier and the Chugach mountains in the Southeast sk

. tpid in a large part of cen-

Matanuska glacier is about 100 miles Northeast of Anchoragie! Chile.

Without any moon, the glacier doesn't show very wel
second huge magnetic solar storm hit Earth Thursday,
day after an earlier one hurtled into the planet in what

astronomer called an unprecedented one-two punch. ‘It's

|. AHe said all power should
udeaback up by about 10:00
o] 11N

likeé'The system is coming up

the Earth is looking right down the barrel of a giant gubit by bit and once every-
pointed at us by the sun ... and it's taken two big shots at ting is normalized we’ll

said John Kohl of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center
Astrophysics in MassachusettSINTERNET
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foegin investigations,” he
said.
MNA/Reuters

public sanitation
utilities
ZHUHAL 9 Nov— Chinese
Minister of Construction
Wang Guangtao said here
Friday that China will fur-
ther increase investment in
public sanitation and infra-
structure construction so as
to ensure better service in
urban and rural areas.
Wang told a forum of
the World Economic De-
velopment Declaration
Conference being held in
this coastal city of southern

Chinese, Nepali universities agree on
collaboration in education

Karumanou, 9 Nov— Henan University of China and
Tribhuvan University of Nepal signed here Friday a memo-
randum of understanding on student exchange and overall
collaboration in education, The Rising Nepahewspaper
reported Saturday.

“This is the first time a Chinese university signed such a
memorandum of understanding with a country of South
Asia,” the state-run English daily quoted Mahendra Prasad
Singh, rector of Tribhuvan University, as saying.

“It will help us share knowledge, ideas, experiences and
partnership, which will strengthen the relationship between
the two close and friendly neighbours,” Singh said.

According to the memorandum, the two universities will
expand their friendship and cooperation through an ex-
change of teachers, students and executive members.

The memorandum of understanding was signed at
Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu by Singh and Guan
Aihe, president of Henan University. — MNA/Xinhua

China’s Guangdong Prov-
ince that China had made
“great achievements” in its
public facilities construc-
tion as water supply has
covered 77.85 per cent of
its urban areas while the
urban sewage water treat-
ment rate hit 39.97 per cent
by 2002.

About 54.24 per cent of
garbage has been treated to
eliminate poison, and Chi-
na’surban gardening rate has
neared 30 per cent.

But there is still imbal-
ance in China’s regional de-
velopment, said the minis-
ter, noting that China’s cen-
tral and western parts are still
weak in infrastructure con-
struction, especially in the
rural areas. — MNA/Xinhua|
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Malaysian coalition supports Govt
efforts to curb corruption

KuaLa Lumpur, 9 Nov— Malaysian Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said Friday that the ruling Barisan
Nasional (BN) component parties had pledged their support
for the government’s efforts to curb corruption.

Speaking to reporters after chairing the BN Supreme
Council meeting which unanimously endorsed him as BN
chairman, Abdullah said that he had explained to the BN
component party leaders the measures initiated by the gov-
ernment to eradicate corrupt practices.

BN, the ruling coalition now groups 14 political parties in
the country, was set up in 1974.

“It is essential that we rid our government of
corruption...and I have been assured of the support of all
those present,” he said.

Abdullah said that corruption was a disease to be rid of
seriously and effectively.

On Wednesday, Abdullah told reporters after chairing his
first Cabinet meeting that he had demanded each ministry to
set up a task force to reduce bureaucracy because ineffi-
ciency could lead to corruption.

In this context, Abdullah, who is also Home Minister,
said that measures taken to curb corruption must be imple-
mented speedily and effectively.

Abdullah said that the BN leaders had renewed their
undertaking at the meeting to prove the government’s integ-
rity and capability to work for the people.

“...And to project a positive image so that the people are
confident of our ability and capability to continue to admin-
ister and pursue the agenda of national development,” he
said. On Thursday, Abdullah also directed local govern-
ments at state level to set up task forces to reduce bureauc-
racy.

MNA/Xinhua
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Rio DE JANEIRO, 9 Nov— Goias
over Atletico Paranaense.

and level with Edmundo’s total for Va
has a maximum of five more matches
He struck in a three-minute spell

Diego.

for Atletico’s consolation.

Ponte Preta, Didi scoring in the second

bottom.—MNA/Reuters

(@420 v o)

Grafite had scored the first goal whi
with 10 minutes left. Goias defender Fabao put through his own goal

Dimba equals Brazilian scoring
record

striker Dimba equalled the

Brazilian championship scoring record with two goals in a 4-1 win

He took his tally to 29, one ahead of Sao Paulo striker Luis Fabiano

sco da Gama in 1997. Dimba
to break the record.
before half-time, set up by

striking partner Grafite in the 41st minute and then finishing off a
counter-attack by neatly slipping the ball under Atletico goalkeeper

ile Araujo completed the rout

Dimba’s exploits have helped take Goias from bottom of the table
earlier in the championship to eighth and given them an outside
chance of qualifying for next year’s South American Libertadores
Cup. Bahia moved out of the relegation zone with a 1-0 win over

half. Bahia climbed to 21stin

the 24-team table and left Fortaleza alongside Gremio at the

e S

Beckham moves to
quash rumours over
marriage

MabriD, 9 Nov— Real
Madrid midfielder David
Beckham moved on Thurs-
day to quash rumours that
his marriage is in difficulties
because wife Victoria has
spent so little time with him
in the Spanish capital.

Jonathan Kaye hits from a sand trap on the second hole The England captain in-

during the third round of the PGA Tour Championshi
November 8, 2003 at Champions Golf Club in
Houston—INTERNET

Psisted that he is happier than
ever following his 35-mil-
lion-euro (40.04-million-

Late Cassano strike saves
Roma against Hajduk

RoOME, 9 Nov — A last-minute goal by striker Antonio
Cassano earned AS Roma a precious but laboured 1-0
victory against Hajduk Split in a UEFA Cup second round,
first leg match on Thursday.

The home side dominated throughout, but could not find
the knockout blow against their unfancied Croatian oppo-
nents until the 90th minute, when striker John Carew nodded
a high ball into the path of Cassano, who clipped it into the
goal.

“At times they had 10 players back in the box,” Roma

US-dollar) move from Man-
chester United to Real in the
summer.

“People can talk as much
as they like, but I'd just like
tolet people to know that my
wife is very happy here,”
Beckham told reporters in
Madrid. “But the thing is,
she’ll always work and al-
ways go to London and
America and that is the rea-
son why sheis nothere every
day.” — MNA/Reuters

Ranieri, Chelsea win

Robson’s praise

NEewcasTLE (England), 9 Nov— New-
castle United manager Bobby Robson has
praised Claudio Ranieri for the way he has
run Chelsea since Russian billionaire Ro-
man Abramovich started bankrolling the
London club.

Ranieri has been nicknamed “The
Tinkerman” in the media because of the way
he rotates his squad but Robson, whose side
meet Chelseain the English Premier League
on Sunday, told reporters on Friday: “Ithink
that Claudio Ranieri has done a very good
job at Chelsea.

“They reckon that he tinkers with the
team but I don’t think that he tinkers, I think
that he selects his teams match by match. A
better word to describe it is selection rather
than tinkering.”

Chelseaare second in the Premier League
with 26 points after 11 matches, one point
behind Arsenal and one ahead of Manches-
ter United. They also top their group in the
Champions League after an impressive 4-0
win away to Lazio in mid-week.

“Ilike the manalot. He is extraordinarily,
refreshingly nice and funny in a good way,”
Robson added of Ranieri.

“He has done well with his language and
I applaud him for that. I wish I could have
spoken Spanish when I was with Barcelona
as well as he speaks English.”

Robson also praised Chelsea’s big-spend-
ing recruitment policy since Abramovich’s
arrival during the summer.

“It’s a manager’s dream to have some-
one like Roman Abramovich throwing his
weight behind the club.

“He came at the right time for Chelsea
and down at Stamford Bridge they must be
elated. He has revived Chelsea’s fortunes
and now they have a fantastic squad. Every
player he has bought has been good.

“They’ve duplicated every position.

MNA/Reuters

Blackburn, Wolves
allowed keepers
on loan

LonpoN, 9 Nov— Blackburn Rovers have
signed Aston Villa goalkeeper Peter
Enckelman on loan for a month after being
given permission by the Premier League, the
club said on Friday.

Rivals Wolverhampton Wanderers have
also been granted permission to sign a goal-
keeper on loan for a similar period as cover
for Matt Murray, who is out for six weeks
with a fractured foot, Wolves said.

Transfers are not normally allowed out-
side the two official windows — end of the
season to August 31 and during January —
but special dispensation is given for goal-
keepers in an injury crisis such as
Blackburn’s, a Premier League spokesman
said.

Wolves manager David Jones is expected
to sign a keeper next week. With Murray out
for at least six weeks he may have to seek
permission again from the Premier League
for an extension to the loan signing.

Reserve Michael Oakes’ understudy is
inexperienced trainee Carl Ikeme.

Rovers were left with only one fit
goalkeeper, top choice American Brad
Friedel, following injuries to Alan Kelly
and David Yelldell, they said on their
official website.

Finn Enckelman, who has been Dane
Thomas Sorensen’s reserve at Villa this sea-
son, is expected to be on the Rovers bench
when Blackburn entertain Everton on Mon-
day.

Rovers, one from bottom of the Premier
League, have lost seven of their last eight
matches in all competitions.

They last won at home when they beat
Wolves 5-1 in their opening match of the
season on August 16. Wolves are fourth
from bottom one point above Rovers.

MNA/Reuters

coach Fabio Capello told reporters.

“When a team plays like that it’s difficult to score.
Fortunately we managed it, though we could have been more
accurate in front of goal.”

Despite starting with several first team regulars on the
bench, including Cassano and defender Cristian Chivu,
Roma easily controlled Hajduk but lacked urgency and
wasted a number of chances to take the lead.

The danger of their casual approach became clear in the
34th minute when 21-year-old Roma keeper Carlo Zotti
fumbled a skidding free kick into the path of visiting striker
Petar Krpan, who blazed his shot over the bar.

MNA/Reuters

Answers to yesterday’s
Crossword Puzzle

Mihajlovic given
eight-match ban for
kicking, spitting

Nyon (Switzerland), 9
Nov— Sinisa Mihajlovic of
Lazio was suspended for
eight matches by UEFA’s
Disciplinary Committee on
Friday after being sent off
against Chelseain Tuesday’s
Champions League matchin
Rome. He was also fined
20,000 Swiss francs (14,560
dollars) for what UEFA de-
scribed as his “particularly
unsporting behaviour” and
also because of his poor pre-
vious disciplinary record.

The severe punishment
was imposed after he spat at
and kicked Chelsea players
during his side’s 4-0 home
defeat and for “improper
conduct” towards a UEFA
official after being sent off
for two bookable offences.

The decision means he is
unlikely to play again for
Lazio in any more European
matches this season. The
club have until midnight on
Monday to appeal the deci-
sion. — MNA/Reuters

Clijsters advances to WTA C’ship semifinals

Los ANGELES, 9 Nov —
Defending champion Kim
Clijsters advanced to the
semifinals of the WTA
Championship while Justine
Henin-Hardenne opened her
world number one challenge

withawinhere on Thursday.

Clijsters thrashed Ameri-
can Chanda Rubin 6-4, 6-4
inherRed Group round robin
match and Henin saw off
Russian Anastasia Myskina
7-5, 5-7, 7-5 in two hours

and 32 minutes in Black
Group.

Down 5-2 in the first set,
Henin took an injury time
out and was treated by a
WTA trainer for a sinus in-
fection.
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Justine Henin-Hardenne of Belgium eyes a backha
against US player Jennifer Capriati during round robi
play of the 2003 WTA Tour Championships in Los
Angeles, 7 November, 2003. Henin- Hardenne secu
the year-end number one ranking in resounding
fashion, destroying Capriati 6-2 6-1 at the WTA
Championships— INTERNET

After having her blood
pressure and heart rate meas-
ured, Henin quickly regained
her composure and claimed
five straight games.

Myskina took the second
set and was two points from
winning the match at 5-4 but
failed to capitalize on the
opportunity. Henin, the
French and US Open cham-
pion, then broke the Russian
to 6-5 when Myskina sent a
forehand into the net.

Henin, who must reach
the semifinals to take the
number one ranking from her
compatriot Clijsters, faces
Jennifer Capriati on Friday
in a rematch of their spec-
tacular US Open semifinal.

French fourth seed Amelie
Mauresmo, who went down
6-4, 4-6, 2-6 to Rubin on
Wednesday, defeated Rus-
sian Elena Dementieva 6-3,
6-2 to win her first match in

Red Group. Mauresmo must
ndefeat Clijsters on Friday to
qualify for the semifinals.
ed Rubin also has a chance
of making the semifinals if
she beats Dementieva.
MNA/Reuters
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Gold plates to be offered to
Shwedagon pagoda

YANGON, 9 Nov — The
62nd gold plates offering
ceremony of Padintan
Aryondaw Wut Association
to Shwedagon pagoda will
be held on 17 November.

The gold plates offering
ceremony included a total of
22 gold plates weighing 66
ticals worth of K 9.9 million.

The vehicles carrying the
gold plates will go round
Kyimyindine Township on

17 November  and
Sangyoung Townshipon 18
November.

There will be sermons
to be delivered by ten
Dhammacariya Sayadaws in
Padintan Aryondaw Wut
Association Dhammayon
from 20 to 29 November.

Soonwill be offered to
members of the Sangha on
2nd December.

MNA
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The Comparable Myanmar
Orchestra

* In the Performing Arts competitions
Myanmar Orchestra has come forward
There is keen competition by all teams
And there’s tumult of symphony
With careful harmonizing all round
There’s been unqualified encouragement.

*

First there’s the big and small drums

The boom of song, clashing of cymbals included
Timers, bamboo clappers, oboe all combined
Carefully organized, the Myanmar Orchestra
Included are Kachin, Kayah

Kin Kayins, enjoyed in harmony

Chin and Bamar, joined by Rakhine

With equal standing, Mon and Shan of one ming
Hands enjoined, carefully formed

Great nation Myanmar shows example

In the Union to be envisioned

All those come to my mind.

*

Masters of orchestra, eight in all
With gusts they play together

In lilting fashion, in their activities
We see them, in no end to envy
All smiling, they join the fest
That is all comparable

It appear in mind’s eye

*

Our national brethren all

i
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High ranking officials arrive to attend
Four-Country Business Forum

YancoN, 9 Nov —High
ranking officials of Cambo-
dia arrived here by air this
evening to attend the Four-
Country (CLMT) Business
Forum.

They were welcomed at

port by Director-General of
Political Affairs Department
under the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs U Thaung Tun
and officials and staff of
Cambodian embassy to
Myanmar.

They want to be seen different
Purposely wedging, getting divisive
If that's absent, our citizens

Our citizens will be helpful

Like in an orchestra, joining together
In good tempo, harmoniously

We’d be able to enjoy surely

We keep thinking, as it sinks in

And we take it to heart that way.

Byan Hilwar (Trs)
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WEATHER

Sunday, 9 November, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours

MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been gener-
ally fair in the whole country. Night temperatures were
5°C below normal in Kayin State, Magway, Bago and
Yangon Divisions, 4°C below normal in Kayah State and
about normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 8-11-2003 was 35.0°C
(95°F). Minimum temperature on 9-11-2003 was 17.0°C
(63°F). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 9-11-2003
was 63%.

Total sunshine hours on 8-11-2003 was (9.0) hours
approx.

Rainfall on 9-11-2003 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-
Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2003
was 2211 mm (87.05 inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315
mm (91.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 2394 mm (94.25
inches) at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph from Northeast at (18:30)
hours MST on 8-11-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is cloudy in the South Bay
and partly cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 10-11-2003Weather
will be generally fair in the whole country.

State of the sea:Seas will be slight in Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Generally fair in
the whole country.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
10-11-2003:Generally fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
10-11-2003:Fair weather.
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Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt meets LPDR
PM and party

YANGON, 9 Nov — Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
met with Mr Boungnang Vorachith, Prime Minister of the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, and party at Sedona

Hotel here at 11 am today.

Also present were Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Win Aung, Deputy Minister U Khin Maung Win,
Myanmar Ambassador to LPDR U Tin Oo, Director-
General of the Protocol Department Thura U Aung Htet
and Ambassador of LPDR to Myanmar Mr Chanthavy

Bodhisane.

MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greets
Prime Minister of LPDR Mr Boungnang Vorachitl
at the Sedona Hotek- mna

MYANMAR

Prime Minister attends coord meeting on upgrading of the environs of
the Kandawgyi, Yangon Zoological Gardens

YANGON, 9 Nov— Prime
Minister General Khin Nyunt
attended the work coordina-
tion meeting on upgrading
of the environs of the
Kandawgyi Gardens and
Yangon Zoological Gardens

this morning held at the brief-
ing hall in Kandawgyi Gar-
dens and fulfilled the require-
ments.

At the meeting, Chair-
man of the committee for
upgrading the environs of

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party inspect upgrading of Yangon

Kandawgyi Garden— mna

the Kandawgyi Gardens
and Yangon Zoological
Gardens Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe

reported to the prime min-
ister on upgrading tasks of
the Kandawgyi Gardens by
dividing four zones, tasks
being carried out sec-
torwise and progress of
work.

Next, Minister for For-
estry Brig-Gen Thein Aung
also reported on progress of
work in growing plants, earth
work, conserving of 1366
trees in the garden, and tasks
being carried out by the
ministry.

Likewise, Minister for
Livestock and Fisheries Brig-
GenMaungMaung Theinand
Vice-Chairman of Yangon
City Development Commit-
tee Col Maung Pa reported
on construction tasks for the
Fresh Water Fish Garden in
Education Zone and progress
of the construction of fence
of the garden respectively.

Similarly, Deputy Min-

ister for Agriculture and Irri-
gation U Ohn Myintreported
on tasks being carried out by
the ministry in coordination
with YCDC for cleaning
water of Kandawgyi Lake.

Associated Professor U
San Kyu of the Civil Engi-
neering Department of the
Yangon Technological Uni-
versity reported on establish-
ment of quality control team
for construction tasks and
designs.

Chairman of the Hotelier
Association U Khin Shwe
reported on plans including
construction of car park and
restaurants in modern de-

signs in the recreation zone
and tasks being undertaken.

Managing Director U
‘Win Aung of the Wood Land
CoLtd and officials reported
on arrangements on con-
struction work in modern
designs including Fresh
Water Fish Garden in Edu-
cation Zone and earth work
being carried out in Recrea-
tion Zone.

Afterhearing reports, the
Prime Minister attended to
the needs and urged the of-
ficials to construct the build-
ings which do not damage
natural beauty of the lake.
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Dinner hosted to mark successful holding of 13th AAC and
Athens Olympic Archery Qualifier 2004

Y ANGON, 9 Nov— Chair-
man of the Leading Commit-
tee for Holding the Archery
Competitions Minister for
Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myinthosted adinnertoarch-
ers to mark the successful
holding of the 13th Asian
Archery Championships and
Athens Olympic Archery
Qualifier 2004 at Karaweik
Palace this evening.

It was attended by Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-
Gen Soe Win and Secretary-
2 of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-Gen
Thein Sein, Ministers,
Deputy Ministers, members
of Leading Committee for
the Holding of the Competi-
tion, members of panel of
leading patrons of Myanmar
Women Sports Federation,
President of Asian Archery
Federation Mr Hong Jong
Yu and officials, President
of Myanmar Archery Fed-
eration Dr Khin Shwe and

executives, heads of depart-
ments, managers, leaders and
athletes of archery teams of
various countries and guests.

First, Minister Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint extended
greetings and so did Presi-

dent of AAF Mr Hong Jong
Yu on the occasion.

Next, in the men's event,
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win
presented the gold medal to
China, the silver medal to
Kazakhstan and the bronze to

Indonesia; awards and diplo-
mas to archers from Indone-
sia, Qatar, Bhutan, Kazakhstan
and Malaysia. In the women's
event, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein presented the gold
medal to Indonesia, the silver

Chairman.of MOC Minister for Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint extends greetings at t

to Myanmar and the bronze to
Malaysia; diplomas toarchers
from Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Bhutan and the Phillipines.
Afterwards, the ministers
presented souvenirs to juries
and judges and a dinner was

—i
he dinner hosted in honour of contestants of 13th Asian
Archery Championship and Continen€iuialification for 2004Athens Olympic—mnNa

hosted to archers from vari-
ous team nations. The Chair-
man of the AAF presented
flag of the AAF to India,
host country for Asian Ar-
chery Competition for 2005.
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