Virati papa, to refrain from sin; this is the way to auspiciousness.

Fstahlished 1914
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Kathina robes offered to members of the Sangha

YANGON, 29 Oct —Under the patronage of Commander-
in-Chief (Air) Maj-Gen Myat Hein and wife Daw Htwe Htwe
Nyunt, the families of Defence Service (Air) held acommunal
Kathinarobes offering ceremony atthe Yeikthain Mingaladon
at 5.30 am today.

The ceremony was graced by the attendance of Sayadaw
of Thukhitayama Monastery of Shwepyitha Township Sangha
Nayaka Committee (Shwekyin) Bhaddanta Panfia Cakka and
members of the Sangha. Also present on the occasion were the

Commander-in-Chief and wife, senior military officers and
their wives, officers and other ranks and their family members.

The Sayadaw invested the congregation with the Five
Precepts. Members of the Sangha recited the parittas.

Commander-in-Chief Maj-Gen Myat Hein and wife and
senior military officers and their wives presented Kathina
robes and offertories to members of the Sangha, followed by
sharing of merits gained. After the ceremony, “soon” was
offered to members of the Sangha. — MNA

Traffic Rules Enforcement Supervisory Committee meets

YANGON, 29 Oct— The
105th meeting of Traffic
Rules Enforcement Supervi-
sory Committee was held at
the meeting hall of Road Ad-
ministration Department on
Thanthumar Road in
Thingangyun Township this
afternoon.

Present were Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and

Development Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
Chairman of Traffic Rules
Enforcement Supervisory
Committee Vice Adjutant-
General Brig-Gen Hla Shwe
and members, chairmen and
members of various subcom-
mittees, heads of departments
and guests.

In his address, Commander
Maj-Gen Myint Swe said the
TrafficRules Enforcement Su-
pervisory Committee is carry-
ing out its tasks in cooperation
with Yangon Division Com-
mittee for Ensuring Secure and
Smooth Transport.

Traffic rules enforcement
measures are to be undertaken
inaccord with the international

Writer Maung Htin wins

Life-long National Literacy Award

Y ANGON, 29 Oct— The National Literacy Award Scru-
tinizing Committee under the Ministry of Information
presented National Literacy Award to U Htin Fatt (Maung
Htin) as a gesture of recognizing his brillliant life-long
writing career which did contribut to the interest of
Myanma literature. The Award will be presented to him
at the award presentation cremony of National Literacy
Award to be held at the National Theatre on Myoma

\ Kyaung Street here on 23 November 2003.—MNA
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standard while the develop-
ment tasks are being carried
out, he said.

Being the capital of the coun-
try, it links all states and divi-
sions. As a result, it is neces-
sary to undertake the traffic
rules enforcement tasks
widely, he said.

The commander said ar-
rangements are being made to
become Yangonasa clean,

Commander Maj-Gen Myint S
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pleasant and beautiful garden

-

e

city.

He spoke at length on suc-
cess of the committee after it
was formed in 1989, designat-
inghorn-free zonesin25town-
ships in Yangon Division,
opening of driving training
schoolstoproduceskilleddriv-
ers, observing traffic rules and
reducing road accidents.

Chairman of Traffic Rules
Enforcement Supervisory
Committee Vice Adjutant-
General Brig-Gen Hla Shwe
reported on future tasks.

Joint Secretary of the com-
mittee Police Lt-Col Aung
Naing reported on measures
undertaken from August to 25
October 2003.

The commander and those
present took partin the discus-
sions.

MNA

we makes an address at Traffic Rules Enforcement Committee-Meaeting. ‘

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of anew enduring State Con
stitution

* Building of a new modern developed na
tion in accord with the new State Consti-|
tution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base an
all-round development of other sectors of thg
economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system
* Development of the economy inviting par
ticipation in terms of technical know-how|
and investments from sources inside th
country and abroad
The initiative to shape the national economm3
must be kept in the hands of the State and tl
national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of theentire nation

*

*

*

11th Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competitions continue

YANGON, 29 Oct — The
11th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts
Competitions continued for
the 16th day at the desig-
nated places here today.

The competitions were
attended by Members of the
Panel of Patrons of the Com-
mittee for Holding the 11th
Myanmar Traditional Cul-
tural Performing Arts Com-
petitions Minister for Cul-
ture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung,
Vice-Chairman of the Lead-
ing Committee for holding
the competitions Deputy

Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Aung Thein, Di-
rector-General of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office Lt-Col Pe
Nyein, Managing Director of
News and Periodicals Enter-
prise U Tin Kha, officials of
work committees and sub-
committees, foreign tourists
and enthusiast.

The song contest contin-
ued at the National Museum
on Pyay Road at 9 am today.
Chairperson of the Panel of
Judges for Song Competi-
tions Assistant Director Daw

TinTin Myaof MRTV, Sec-
retary Assistant Engineer
Daw May Pyone Khaing and
members made judgments on
the performance at the song
contest.

A total of twelve con-
testants participated in the
professional level
Dhammapuza song contest
for men, and 16 contestants
basic education level old/
modern song contest for
girls (aged 10-15).

The professional level
Maha Gita song contest for
women, and basic education

level Maha Gita song con-
test for men (age 15-20) will
be held tomorrow.

The mandolin contest
continued at the National
Theatre on Myoma Kyaung
Street today. Leader of the
Panel of Judges for the man-
dolin contest U Nyo Gyi and
members made judgements
on the performance of the
contestants. A total of six
contestants participated in
the professional level man-
dolin contest for men, one
contestantin the professional

(See page 7)
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Thursday, 30 October, 2003
Better health care services,
key to all-round national
development

The Government, in its drive for the Un-
ion of Myanmar to be able to keep abreast with
the development of other nations of the world|
chiefly relies on the united strength and activ4
participation of the people. Therefore, the gov
ernment embodied health and fitness of all the
national people in its social objectives and i
accordingly taking systematic measures for pro|
moting health care services.

Included in the promotion of health care

tals and the upgrading of the existing ones. Sin
1988, a total of 140 new general and special
hospitals has been built. The opening of a nepy
general hospital (200-bed) was held in Myeil,
Taninthayi Division, on 25 October and Vice
Senior General Maung Aye, Deputy Commander
in-Chief of Defence Services and Commander-ir}+
Chief (Army), attended the ceremony.

The new hospital was built at a cost of ovel
K 4,000 million and 24 specialists, 22 assistafy
surgeons and 64 nurses will take care of heal
care services for the local people. Up to 1988

=5 9 =

services are the opening of new clinics and hos{-
€

Kathina robes

offered

YANGON, 29 Oct — The
families of the Civil Service
Selection and Training Board
held its 15th Kathina robe-
offering ceremony at its of-
fice on Strand Road here this
morning. Present on the oc-
casion were Thiri Mingala
Sarthintaik of Hline Town-
ship Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Sumana, members of the
Sangha, CSSTB Chairman Dr
Than Nyun, members of the
CSSTB U Nyunt Swe, U
Aung Myint, U Hla Myint
Oo and U Kaung Nyunt, di-
rectors-general of depart-

Y

Commander-in-Chief (Air) Maj-Gen Myat Hein and wife present offertories to a

Sayadaw(News on page 1) — PUPR

ments under the CSSTB, rec-
tors and others.

Kathina robes and pro-
visions were offered to the
Saydaw and members of the
Sangha on the occasion. Af-
terwards, the congregation
shared the merits gained from
good deeds and closed the
ceremony with three-time
recitation of Buddha Sasanan
Ciramtithatu— MNA

CSSTB Chairman Dr Thal
Nyun offers kathina robes
to a Sayadaw.mna

Taninthayi Division, there were 65 hospitals ang
185rural health care centres but now the numbe
of hospitals has increased to 72 and that of rurdl
health care centres to 194.

Making investment in the health sectof
being very important for the all-round develop-
ment of the nation, the Ministry of Health has
been spending more and more money on tHe
improvement of health infrastructure.

With the aim of paving the way for paral-
lel development of various regions across the
Union, the Government has designated 24 devd|
opmentregions and Dawei and Myeik regions df
Taninthayi Division are among them. A univer-

and a 200-bed hospital are being built in each
development region.

We believe that the entire national peopld
will have an equal chance to enjoy the benefits
better health care services and thus they will bp
able to enthusiastically lend themselves to ng+

ktional development endeavours.

14
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Myanma Fishery& Livestock Fair

holding Central Committee meets

Y ANGON, 29 Oct — Meeting of the Central Committee for
holding of Myanmar Fishery and Livestock Fair-2003 was held
this morning at Yangon Trade Centre on Upper Pazuntdaung
Road. The fair will be held from 31 October to 4 November at
the centre. At the meeting, Commerce Minister Brig-Gen Pyi
Sone explained the purpose of the fair. Chairmen of the work
committees and officials reported on tasks being under taken
by sector-wise. The meeting came to an end with concluding
remarks by the commerce minister— MNA

sity, a technological college, a computer college

Measures for accelerating development affairs tasks coordinated

YANGON, 29 Oct —The
Development Affairs Depart-
ment held a work coordina-
tion meeting for speeding up
its tasks at the DAD in
Thanlyetsun Street,
Botahtaung Township, on 27
October afternoon, with an
address by Minister for
Progress of Border Areas and
National Races and Devel-
opment Affairs Col Thein
Nyunt.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Deputy Minis-
ters Brig-Gen Than Tun and
Col Tin Ngwe, departmental
heads and deputy superin-
tending engineers.

Inhisaddress, the minis-
ter said that the development
affairs committees have been
implementing rural develop-
ment tasks for equitable de-
velopment. They are now in-
volved in the projects for
water supply for all villages
andthree arid zones, and low-
cost housing project. These
projects are moving into top
gear, and it exceeds the tar-
gets, henoted. So, itisneeded
to maintain the momentum,
Measures are to be taken for
greening and cleanliness of

tempt to construct district-to-
district roads being under-
taken by four divisions in the
western part of Yoma, tasks
are to be carried out with the
use of heavy machinery for
ensuring timely completion
of the project. And, now is
open season and construction
tasks are thus to be acceler-
ated, he pointed out.

The deputy ministers
also delivered speeches on
the occasion.

Director-General of the
Progress of Border Areas and
National Races Department

Col Than Swe and Deputy
Director-General of the Edu-
cation Planning and Training
Department U Tin Win re-
ported on tasks to be under-
taken through cooperation of
respective departments; and
Managing Director of Sibin
Thayayay Bank Ltd U Myo
‘Win, onbanking services and
financial statements.

Next, Director-General
of DAD ColMyo Myintmade
an assessment of the accom-
plishmentsin2003 fiscal year.

The meeting continued
for the second day session on

'

Minister Col Thein Nyunt makes an add

28 October. Directors of
State/Division Development
Affairs Committees and the
deputy superintending engi-
neers reported on matters re-
lated to income, conditions
of the vehicles, work progress
and future tasks. Regarding
the reports, high ranking offi-
cials made assessments.

The meeting continued
to be held for the third day
this morning. Officials held a
general round of discussions.
Afterwards, the minister de-
livered concluding remarks.

MNA
T

ress at meeting on upgrading of development

the towns, he said. In an at- tasks.—mNA
Inter-school badminton Officials discuss holding of World
tournament concludes Buddhist Summit

YANGON, 29 Oct — The Work Committee and Sub-
committees for the Fourth World Buddhist Summit, to be
hosted by Myanmar, held a coordination meeting for suc-
cessful holding of the summit at the hall of the Ministry of
Religious Affairs on Kaba Aye Pagoda Road here today,
attended by Secretary of the Work Committee Deputy
Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko and
members of the work committee and subcommittees.

The deputy minister made an opening speech. After-
wards, officials of respective subcommittees reported on
tasks to be carried out and future plans.

Those present on the occasion took part in the discus-
sions and the meeting came to a close with concluding
remarks by the deputy minister. —MNA

Y ANGON, 29 Oct— The prize presentation ceremony of
Inter-school badminton tournament organized by No 3
Basic Education Department (Yangon City), Myanmar
Badminton Federation and Great Wall traditional medicine
enterprise was held this morning at Myoma Badminton
Gymnasium.

In men’s division, first and second prizes were given
away to Yangon District (West) B-team and A-team respec-
tively. In women’s division, Yangon District (West) A-
team and B team stood first and second respectively.

Officials also presented cash awards to the students

MBF President U Maung Maung Swe presents cash who won the most progressive players awards and outstand-
award of K 200,000 to best player award (girl) winnef ing player awards.
Ma Phu Pwint Zan (Sangyoung BEHS-2)Newm

MNA
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Suicide bomb kills four in Irag;

aid workers agonize

BacHpAD, 29 Oct—A suicide bomber killed himself and at least four more people in Iraq Tuesday, as foreign ai

workers agonized over whether to quit the country in the aftermath of Monday’s 35-death bloodbath in Baghdad

The latest of a wave of suicide bombers blew up his small
car outside a school 100 yards from a police station in the
town of Falluja west of Baghdad, in the “Sunni Triangle”
where resistance to US occupation is stiffest.

US soldiers sealed off the area after the blast, which set
cars ablaze and scattered body parts across the street. A
bloodied corpse lay by a lamp post covered in a blue
blanket.

Police initially said the bomber and four civilians had
died. Hospital officials later put the toll at six, including the
attacker.

Suicide bombers attacked three stations of the US-
backed police force in Baghdad Monday, along with the
headquarters of the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC). Police foiled an attempt to bomb a fourth
police station.

Faris al-Assam, the deputy mayor of Baghdad, was
killed in a drive-by shooting Sunday night, the US-led
occupying coalition said Tuesday.

The ICRC’s scrupulous political neutrality was no pro-
tection against a campaign of violence which seems to have
been launched against not only US forces, officials and
Iraqis working with them, but foreign organizations of any
kind.

President Bush , seeking re-election next year amid

growing criticism of his Iraq policy, said terrorists were
retaliating for US successes in Iraq.

Spokeswoman Nada Doumani said the ICRC was weigh-
ing its response to the mayhem but would not leave Iraq
after 23 years of continuous work through three wars.

“Today is a day of mourning for us,” she told reporters.
Many ICRC staff were at the funerals Tuesday of two
colleagues who were among 12 people killed outside the
Red Cross offices.

In the northern city of Mosul, an Iragi newspaper editor,
Ahmed Shawkat, who had written articles criticizing radi-
cal Islamists, was found shot dead in his office in mid-
morning, journalists said. His attacker or attackers escaped
undetected.

Four US soldiers were wounded in two small-arms and
grenade attacks in the Mosul area overnight, Sergeant
Kelly Tyler, spokeswoman for the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, said.

In the normally peaceful south of the country controlled
by British-led forces, a bomb wounded a coalition soldier,
an Iraqgi and a foreign national, a military spokeswoman
said.

The US military has said foreign fighters might have
been behind Monday’s coordinated bombings, in which
230 people were wounded. —Internet

Chinese Mainland
reports no SARS
cases

Beuing, 29 Oct—The
Chinese Ministry of Health
(MOH) reported no severe
acute respiratory syndrome | |
(SARS) casesinthe 24 hour
from 10:00 am Saturday to
10:00 am Sunday on the
Chinese Mainland.

According to reports
from all localities, there have
been neither clinically con-
firmed nor suspected SARS
cases on the Chinese Main-
land since the ministry re-
sumed daily reporting on the
epidemic disease on Septem-
ber 19, the MOH said.

MNA/Xinhua

F

A car bomb exploded on 28 October, 2003 , near a police station in the tense ci
Falluja, Iraq, killing at least four people-INTERNET

d

HK, Shanghai airports
sign letter of intent for
closer cooperation

Hone Kong, 29 Oct — Airport Authority Hong
Kong (AA) Monday signed a letter of intent with Shang-
hai Airport Authority to strengthen exchanges and
promote closer cooperation between the two airports
and cities.

The letter of intent (Lol) calls for the two airport
authorities to share management experience in areas in-
cluding airport safety and security management system,
airport flow management, airport environment manage-
ment, airport facility planning and management, as well as
airport franchise business management.

Both airports will explore cooperation in airport
business management, including retail, food and beverage,
and advertising.

The two authorities will, in conjunction with major
hubs in the Chinese Mainland, build a platform for the
transfer of management experience to set in motion mod-
ernization of airport management throughout the country.

Cooperation in air cargo business is also covered in the
Lol.

AA Chairman Victor Fung said the Lol was a signifi-
cant milestone in extending the scope of economic
and trade cooperation which would further promote the
long-term development of the two cities.

MNA/Xinhua

Thailand to slash import tax
for neighbouring countries

Banckok , 29 Oct— Thailand is poised to slash import
taxes on agricultural goods and raw materials from Laos,
Cambodia and Myanmar in a bit to stimulate trade and
investment, Thai News Agencyeported Tuesday.

Speaking after a meeting with government ministers
from Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia and Thailand to determine
a unified approach to sub-regional trade, Thai Commerce
Minister Adisai Bodharamik said that the import tax reduc-
tions would see tariffs cut to 0-5 per cent.

The new measures will see the number of Cambodian import
items subject to the reduced tariffs rise from 48 to 249, while the
number from Laos will rise from 26 to 150 and the number from
Myanmar from 72 to between 300 and 400, Adisai said. Import
quotas for the three countries will also be increased, subject to
Cabinet approval at the end of this year, he said.

The meeting also proposed that the private sectors of all
four countries cooperate in the establishment of a business
council, while each nation will be encouraged to set up
export industrial estates.

Adisai said that the ministers of all three neighbouring
countries had requested that Thailand provide financial
support for infrastructure development in order to attract
more foreign investment.

All these proposals will be proposed to the leaders of the
four nations during a sub-regional leadership meeting on
November 11-12 in the Myanmar capital of Yangon, the
report said. The four ministers met here Monday to seek ways
to address obstacles to sub-regional trade. — MNA/Xinhua

Indonesian Minister says world
oil demand to decline in 2004

JAKARTA , 29 Oct — Indonesian Energy and Mineral
Resources Minister Purnomo Yusgiantoro said Monda
the world oil demand is predicted to decline next year|
peaking at the second quarter when it will drop by two
million barrels per day.

Singapore’s manufacturing
sector expands in September

SINGAPORE, 29 Oct— Singapore’s manufacturing out-
putin September went up by 6.3 per cent compared to the
same month of 2002, a government release said here on
Monday.

The increase was due to higher output from the electro-
nics, bio-medicals, chemicals and precision engineering
clusters, said the Press release published by the Economic
Development Board (EDB). Output of the electronics clus-
ter surged by 11.5 per cent year- on-year in the period
propelled by the strong growth of 42.1 per cent in the
semiconductor segment, said the release.

The bio-chemicals cluster recorded an increase of 11.0
per cent in the month, it said, adding the pharmaceuticals

tysegment contributed to the growth with a rise of 13.5 per

cent from fine chemicals.

The output of the chemicals and precision engineering
clusters grew by 8.1 and 4.1 per cent respectively.

Cumulative manufacturing output for the first nine
months this year recorded a 0.5 per cent growth over the
same period last year, it said.

In view of improving demands in the global market,
the Singapore Government is optimistic about an eco-
nomic recovery next year, forecasting a positive growth of
3-5 per cent.

MNA/Xinhua

“0Oil demand will drop
by two million barrels per
day when the spring sea-
son comes next year,” he
told local media here.

In the third and fourth
quarters of 2004, the world
oil demand is expected to
meet an upturn, said
Purnomo who will take-
over presidency of the
Organization of Petroleum-
Exporting Countries
(OPEC) next year.

He said OPEC members
have agreed to cut output
by 500,000 bpd by Novem-
ber 1 to anticipate an
oversupply of 1.4 millionbpd
in world market next
year due to increasing sup-
ply in Iraq and Russia.

MNA/Xinhua

¢,.

A pair of one-month-old white Bengal baby tigers are shown to_r-eporters and
photographers on 28 October, 2003, at the Dusit Zoo in Bangkok,

Thailand-—INTERNET
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Series of blasts rock
lragi cities

Iraqi oil sales yield $1.4b so far

Unitep NaTions, 29 Oct— Irag’s US administration, under fire for secrecy in its

after 43 people died in the bloodiest attack in Baghdad since US troops seized andling of Iragi oil money, released figures on Monday showing proceeds of 1.4

capital.

Fallujah: At least six people, including
children, were killed by a car bomb;

MOSUL: Three civilians were killed
when a rocket-propelled grenade hit a po-
lice station;

TIKRIT: Insurgents opened fire last
night on the southern gate of the main US
military base, wounding at least one US
soldier;

BAGHDAD: A missile exploded in a
garden near the Babel Hotel and four people
were arrested after mortar rounds were found
in their car;

Violence in the capital also claimed the
life of a US soldier and Baghdad’s deputy
mayor, according to coalition officials.

BASRA: A roadside bomb in the south-
ern city wounded two US soldiers, an Iraqi
contractor and another contractor.

KIRKUK: A US military post in the
northern city was hit by five Katuysha roc-
kets last night, Iraqi police said.

At least six severely charred and muti-
lated bodies lay on the ground after a pick-
up truck blew up about 150 metres from the
police station in Fallujah, 50km west of
Baghdad. Another eight people were
wounded.

The attack came as police cleared the
rubble after Monday’s synchronised sui-

BaeHpaD . 29 Oct,—A wave of attacks rocked cities across Iraq yesterday, a d ary[%

cide car bombings in Baghdad which devas-
tated the offices of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and four police
stations.

Meanwhile, Arabs yesterday blamed US
security failures for the latest attacks and
some said the bloodbath might only prolong
the presence of US troops.

“America is responsible for all deaths in
Iraq. It is responsible for the emergence of
gangs and thieves because the absence of
leadership like Saddam’s was filled with
chaos and anarchy,” said Palestinian taxi
driver Dib el-Malek in Gaza.

“T was against the US invasion of Iraq
and I'believe that the US was unjust in its war
on Iraq, but I think America would be even
more unjust if it withdraws now from the
country because it (Iraq) would be easily torn
apart,” said Mansour Abdullah, 51, a Saudi
government employee.

Meanwhile, a US military spokesperson
said it was too soon to tell if a would-be
bomber capturedon Monday during the sui-
cide bombing rampage in Baghdad was
Syrian. The man was apprehended when he
tried to drive an explosives-packed car to-
wards a police station in the capital’s Al
Jadida area. A Syrian passport was found on
him. — INTERNET

The US-led Coalition Provisional Au-
thority said a total of three billion US dollars
hadbeen deposited in its Development Fund
for Iraq, authorized by the UN Security
Council last May to hold the oil revenues
and other money earmarked for reconstruc-
tion.

About 666 million US dollars had been
spent from the fund, leaving a balance of 2.4
billion US dollars as of last Saturday, the
CPA said in a new posting on its web site.

Some Security Council diplomats have
criticized the CPA for shrouding the fund in
secrecy since it was first set up in May — as
an account at the US Federal Reserve Bank
of New York, rather than at the Central Bank
of Iraq, as specified by a council resolution.

Christian Aid, a prominent British aid
agency, last week accused the CPA of fail-
ing to account for four billion US dollars to
five billion US dollars in oil revenues and
other money meant to go toward rebuilding
the country.

Christian Aid said the CPA had not pub-

illion US dollars from oil sales since Saddam Hussein’s ouster.

licly detailed cash flows since Saddam
Hussein’s ouster in April.

The CPA said the following sums had
been deposited in the Development Fund for
Iraq: one billion US dollars left over from the
UN oil-for-food programme, which is being
shut down in November; 1.4 billion US dol-
lars from oil sales; 300 million US dollars in
Iragi funds found overseas and repatriated
after the US-led war; 200 million US dollars
from a US Treasury “special account”, and a
120-million-US-dollar reimbursement from
the UN World Food Programme for wheat
repurchases.

A total of 666 million US dollars has been
spent by the fund so far, including 433 mil-
lion US dollars for the Finance Ministry
budget, 125 million US dollars for wheat
purchases, 92 million US dollars for a cur-
rency exchange programme, eight million
US dollars for security equipment, six mil-
lion US dollars. for oil equipment and two
million US dollars for electricity equipment,
the CPA said.—MNA/Reuters

ment.

HK,
Shanghai

officials

Hone Kong, 29 Oct — The Hong Kong-Shangha|
Economic and Trade Cooperation Conference opene
here Monday morning to promote cooperation be-
tween the two engine cities of the country’s develop-

The meeting, attended by high-ranking officials and
business leaders from the two sides, will discuss ways of
enhancing trade, promoting investment, strengthening
cooperation in education, science and technology, and
speeding talent exchanges.

The Shanghai delegation, led by Mayor Han Zheng,
arrived here Sunday for a three-day visit to Hong Kong.

Mayor Han said upon arrival that the two sides will
explore overall cooperation to achieve mutual benefit and
win-win situation in active and practical manners.

The delegation will hold a series of meetings aimed

\

A British soldier guards a damaged Land Rover after a bomb exploded beside the
vehicle in the southern Iraq city of Basra, on 28 October, 2003. The blast wounded
a soldier from the US-led occupying forces and two civilians, the British military said.

meet for

at finding more opportunities for closer cooperation
between Shanghai and Hong Kong under the framework
of the newly-signed Closer Economic Partnership Ar-

rangement.

closer

ties

contractual

An agreement on cooperation between the two sides
is expected to be signed at the end of the visit.

Official statistics show that by the end of June, Shang-
hai had ratified 30,000 overseas-funded projects, one-
third of which were funded by Hong Kong businessmen.
The total projects involved 69.45 billion US dollars of

overseas investment, one-fourth of which

came from Hong Kong.—MNA/Xinhua

INTERNET

Macao Int'l Fair
ends with
record number

of visitors

Macao, 29 Oct —The
8th Macao International Fair

2 e

Tz o

Seals rest on a small rocky isle. Scientists in Ger|

ey d
many are trying to determine
impact of offshore wind stations on seals which have hearing 10 times more develppédular.

than that of humans-INTERNET

ended here Sunday with a
record number of 90,000
visitors in four days.

The fair, the largest in
the Macao Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR), drew
more attention than ever this
year, as the signing of the
Mainland/Macao Closer
Economic Partnership Ar-
rangement (CEPA) this
month turned the city into a
spotlight.

The facilitated bilateral
trade ties would reinforce
Macao’srole as adesignated
platform to bridge the Main-
land’s trade relation with the
Western world, the Portu-

thiese-speaking countries in

MNA/Xinhua

China develops ocean
medicine

HanczHou, 29 Oct — China has succeeded in send-
ing a man into space, but Chinese scientists are also

looking down, into the ocean depths, to tap resources for

medicine.

A state-level research pro-
gramme is underway to dis-
cover how microbes survivein
extreme conditions in the
ocean, as part of the 863 High-
Tech Programme (initiated in
March 1986), the nation’s pri-
ority sciencedevelopmentplan.

The research, being car-
ried out by Zhejiang Univer-
sity, in the coastal province of
Zhejiang, aims to find natural
bio-active substances in ma-
rine life that live in extreme
environments in deep water.

Many micro-organisms
thrive around thermal areas,
where the temperature is well
above boiling, and survive tre-
mendous water pressure thou-
sands of metres below the sur-
faceandhugeamountsofheavy

metals. The research on the
microbe’s life systems and the
medical benefits would pro-
duce large and profound
changes in the bio-medicine
industry, Yang Weijun, a ma-
rine life expert, said at the 21st
Century Free Forum of Life
Science in Zhejiang.

The importance of ocean
resources, and medicines made
from them, is coming under
increasing international scru-
tiny. Oceans contain 80 per
cent of the Earth’s resources,
and can provide a wide diver-
sity of materials for medical
use. Moreover, extreme deep
sea conditions accommodate
alot of marine life with many
pharmaceutical usages.

MNA/Xinhua



Arabs blame United States for

Baghdad

CarRo, 29 Oct — Arabs on Tuesday saw the latest bombings in Baghdad as an unholy bloodbath. But a few s¢
they were part of a just fight against US occupation and most agreed Washington only had itself to blame for the cha

They said the United States had failed to provide Iraqis
with enough security to prevent the devastating suicide
attacks in the capital that killed 35 people on Monday, at the
start of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

“America is responsible for all deaths in Iraq. It is
responsible for the emergence of gangs and thieves because
the absence of leadership like Saddam’s was filled with chaos
and anarchy,” said Palestinian taxi driver Dib el-Malek in
Gaza.

Since the fall of Saddam Hussein, anger in the Arab
world — where there was broad opposition to the US-led
invasion — has grown with the collapse of law and order in
oil-rich Iraq.

“I was against the US invasion of Iraq and I believe that
the United States was unjust in its war on Iraq, but I think
America would be even more unjust if it withdraws now from
the country because it (Iraq) would be easily torn apart.” said
Mansour Abdullah, 51, a government employee in Saudi
Arabia.

Others were keener to see the end of the US-led occupa-
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bloodbath

tion that many view as a thinly veiled act of colonialism. They
feared Monday’s bombings, which included an attack on the
headquarters of the International Committee of the Red Cross
in Baghdad, would extend the US presence.

“Iraq, on the first day of Ramadan, was the scene of a
bloodbath and occupation forces are directly responsible for
this because of the instability they created in Iraq,” wrote the
daily al-Khaleej published in the United Arab Emirates.

“The bombing which targeted a humanitarian organiza-
tion... serves the occupation and extends it instead of ending
it.”

Many were outspoken against those who carried out the
attacks that cost the lives of dozens of Iraqis and wounded 230
by targeting the Red Cross and three police stations.

“What happened yesterday in Baghdad is a crime by all
measures, butitis more disgraceful than a crime: itis a deadly
political mistake,” wrote Lebanon’s as-Safirdaily.

“Such political mistakes help the occupation to justify its
horrible crimes.”

MNA/Reuters|

China urged to improve

emergency medical serviceWorld form joint venture

Hone Kong,29 Oct— China Aerospace Science

Beuing, 29 Oct— Medical experts have urged
China to set up a modern system of emergency med
cal service (EMS) to cope with disasters more effi

China Aerospace, New

i-& Technology Corp, the state-owned enterprise
- responsible for China’s space programme, and
New World Group, a Hong Kong conglomerate,

Two US Army soldiers, of Charlie company, 1-22 Infantry
Regiment, 4th Infantry Division, look inside the pockets of
an unidentified Iraqi boy while patrolling a street in
Tikrit, 193 km (120 miles) north of Baghdad, Iraq,
on 28 October, 2003-INTERNET

ciently.

The system should op-
erate under unified instruc-
tions from designated gov-
ernment departments with
integrated work by hospi-
tals, police, the fire depart-
ment, and members of the
public who have been
taught rescue skills, ac-
cording to experts at a fo-
rum on modern disaster and
emergency medicine here
Monday.

Li Zonghao, chairman
of the China Association
of Emergency and Disaster
Medicine, said the world is
confronted with severe dis-
asters, such as rampant ter-
rorist activities, newly-
emerging infectious dis-
eases and frequent earth-
quakes.

“Although we cannot
prevent these disasters, we
can minimize damage
through a highly efficient
disaster emergency serv-
ice,” he said.

But he admitted that
China faces many disasters,
which are always compli-
cated and destructive, due
to the lack of rescue profes-
sionals and services.

In many regions of
China, EMS is provided in
hospitals without effective
cooperation of fire and po-
lice departments, which
caused the loss of many pre-
cious opportunities of pre-
hospital medical care, he
said. Compared with some
developed countries, China
needs to train more EMS
professionals, said Wang
Faqiang, chief of the Gen-
eral Hospital of the Chi-
nese People’s Armed Po-
lice Forces.

Li, also a member of
the World Association for
Emergency and Disaster
Medicine, researched the
first-aid system used by the
United States.

MNA/Xinhua

announced Monday to create ajoint venture through
Hong Kong listed subsidiaries.

The China Aerospace
New World Technology
Ltd, (CANW) formed by
China Aerospace Interna-
tional Holdings Ltd
(CASIL) and New World
Infrastructure Ltd. (NWI),
will focus on interactive
cable and satellite digital
TV and the development
of other satellite technolo-
gies.

CASIL and NWI have
both actively pursued
digital TV initiatives with
the development of the
unique  technologies,
the establishment of mar-
keting foundation and serv-
ices in select Mainland
provinces.

According to the agree-
ment, NWI contributes
unique interactive digital
TV technology, a cable TV
network in Fujian Province,
market survey, value-added

services supplications and
capital markets experience
to CANW.

The newly formed joint
venture will initially serve
the cable and satellite dig-
ital TV marketin the Main-
land.

Through the services of
the advanced digital TV
and the creation of an
aggressive sales, CANW
aims to substantially
increase the value of its
services and products.

MNA/Xinhua

Kunming-Bangkok highway
project to be launched soon

BeuinG, 29 Oct— A trans-national highway linking
Kunming city in southwestern China with Bangkok of
Thailand will soon start construction, said Chinese Min-
ister of Communications Zhang Chunxian on Monday.

With a total length of 1,887 kilometres, the highway
will start in Kunming, capital of Yunnan Province, run
through Laos and end in the Thai capital of Bangkok.

China, Laos, Thailand and the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) have agreed to launch the project shortly, Zhang
said. China will spend about 17.25 billion yuan (2.1 billion
US dollars) to build new highways or renovate old roads in
Yunnan Province by 2007. China will also help Laos to
build its section with loans and donations amounting to 30
million US dollars, he said..— MNA/Xinhua

Smoking increases risk
of multiple sclerosis

WasHINGTON, 290ct— Smokers are up to three times as likely to develop multiple

US Army troops secure
a blast site outside the
Baghdad headquarters
of the International
Committee of the Red
Cross, on 27 October,
2003. President George|
W Bush on 28 October,
2003 blamed a wave of
violence in post-war
Iraq in part on foreign
terrorists, and said he
expected Syria anldan
to enforce border
controls to stop
infiltrators.

sclerosis than nonsmokers, researchers said on Monday.

INTERNET

Researchers at the University of Bergen
in Norway and Harvard University in Massa-
chusetts surveyed 22,000 people aged 40 to
47 from 1997 to 1999 and found the risk of
developing multiple sclerosis nearly three
times higher for men who smoked and about
two times higher for women smokers than for
their nonsmoking counterparts.

“Cigarette smoke is a cocktail of chemi-
cals that are potentially neurotoxins,” said
Alberto Ascherio, aresearcher at the Harvard
School of Public Health, who worked on the
study.

However, when asked specifically how
smoking triggers the disease, Ascherio re-
sponded, “Honestly we don’t know. That is
why this data is important.” He said more
research is needed.

The researchers found that most of the 87
peoplein the study who had multiple sclerosis
started smoking 15 years before they devel-
oped the incurable disease. Of the multiple
sclerosis patients, nearly 24 per cent had
never smoked and about 76 per cent were
current or past smokers.

“In order to be classified as smokers, they
had to smoke at least one cigarette a day, and
the number of years of smoking, in the total
study population, ranged from one to 38,”
Trond Riise, who led the Bergen arm of the
study, saidinaninterview conducted by email.

It was not clear why male smokers had a
higher rate of MS than women, Ascherio said.

The study will be published in the October
28 issue of Neurologythe scientific journal of
the American Academy of Neurology.

“Putting all the studies together, I feel
pretty confident to say that, at this point,
smoking increases the risk of multiple sclero-
sis,” Ascherio said.

Gary Franklin at the University of
Washington School of Public Health and
Community Medicine in Seattle said the
effect of smoking on multiple sclerosis was
not extremely high.

“It’s not like the relative risk of smoking
and lung cancer,” where people are three to
five times more susceptible of getting the
cancer if they smoke, he said.

MNA/Reuters
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Rocket-propelled
grenades kill US soldier

BacHDAD, 29 Oct— A rocket-propelled grenade attack Monday killed a US soldie
and wounded six others in Baghdad, the US military in Iraq said Tuesday.

A spokesman said the
troops from the US Army’s
Ist Armoured Division
came under attack while
destroying “improvised
explosive devices” — a
term the military uses to
describe makeshift bombs
often left by roadsides to
target soldiers.

The death brought to
114 the number of US
soldiers killed by hostile

in Irag

fire since President Bush
declared major combat
over on May 1 in the war

that ousted Saddam
Hussein sites as Iraqi
leader.

The attack came on the
bloodiest day in Baghdad
since Saddam’s fall in
April. Four suicide bomb-
ings killed at least 35 peo-
ple and wounded 230 in
attacks on the International

Committee of the Red
Cross and three Iraqi po-
lice stations.

Attacks by guerillas op-
posed to the US-led occu-
pation in Iraq are particu-
larly frequent in Baghdad
and areas to its north and
west, where Sunni Muslims
predominate and support
for Saddam — himself a
Sunni — is strongest.

Internet

A US Army soldier holds an unidentified Iragi man by the head in Tikrit, 193 km
(120 miles) north of Baghdad, Iragn 28 October, 2003. The man who was seen
driving a motorcycle he had been warned against using was stopped. His vehicle was
confiscated—INTERNET

Hu's visits to Thailand,
Australia , NZ a great

Singapore, Bahrain to Chinese Premier
SUCCESS SHatELs s s inspects Three
Bewing, 29 Oct— Chinese President Hu Jintao’s state visits to Thailand, Australia g Gorges reservoir
and New Zealand are a great success, Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing said. t
President Hu paid state visits to the | independentforeign policy of peace, stress- ag reemen area

three countries from October 17 to 27, and
attended the informal Economic Leaders’
Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) forum held in Bangkok.

The visits to the three countries are the
first by a Chinese head of state since 1999,
Li told a group of Chinese reporters Mon-
day in Auckland, New Zealand, during an
interview at the end of the three-nation
tour.

The visits are aimed at increasing un-
derstanding, enhancing friendship, broad-
ening cooperation and fostering common
prosperity, Li said, adding that Hu’s 10-
day visits are fruitful and a “complete
success.”

The visits showed to the world again
that the new Chinese leadership is stead-
fast in furthering the reform and opening
up, Li said.

During his visits, the President briefed
the leaders of the three countries and pub-
lic figures there about China’s latest eco-
nomic and social developments, the target
of building a well-off society in an all-
round way and the focus of China’s reform
and opening-up policy in the next few
years.

The President expounded on China’s

ing that China would pursue the policy of
treating neighbours as friends and part-
ners, maintaining long-term friendly rela-
tions with ASEAN and Oceanian
countries,following the principle of mu-
tual benefit and win-win for all, Li said.

The visits have helped deepen the three
countries’ understanding of China’s inter-
nal and foreign policy and development
trend, and expanded common ground and
enhanced the friendship between them.

Hu’s visits have also increased politi-
cal mutual trust between China and three
countries, the Chinese Foreign Minister
said.

President Hu stressed that the new Chi-
nese leadership attaches great importance
to developing friendly cooperation with
the three countries, Li said.

During his visits, Hu proposed that
China and Thailand should develop all-
round cooperation of good neighbourli-
ness and mutual trust. He also put forward
principles and blueprints for China’s all-
round cooperative relations with Australia
and New Zealand. These have drawn posi-
tive responses from the three countries.

The leaders of the three countries spoke
highly of Hu’s visits—MNA/Xinhua

SINGAPORE, 29 Oct — Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong
announced here on Monday that Singapore and Bahrai
have agreed to negotiate a free trade agreement.

Goh made the announce-
ment when kicking off
the week-long Global
Entrepolis Conference, which
attracts some 10,000 entre-
preneurs and venture capital-
ists from all over the world.

A Singapore-Bahrain
joint statement published by
the Prime Minister’s Office
of Singapore said that Prime
Minister Goh and visiting
Prime Minister of Bahrain
Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman
Al Khalifa agreed in their
meeting on Monday that there
is great potential for the two
countries to further develop
their bilateral relationship.

The two prime ministers
alsoshared the view that Bah-
rain and Singapore could be
two nodes working together
to facilitate cooperation be-
tween the Gulf Cooperation
Council countries and

ASEAN (Association of
South-East Asian Nations)
countries, said the statement.

The two leaders agreed
that their countries should
enter into negotiations tocon-
clude a free trade agreement,
which would have “a cata-
lytic effect” in encouraging
further economic cooperation
between the two regions, it
said.

The statement added that
the two prime ministers also
agreed to commence nego-
tiations on the Avoidance of
Double Taxation Agreement.

On the situation in Iraq,
they stressed the importance
of the international commu-
nity’s support for Iraq’s re-
construction and expressed
the hope for the early integra-
tion of Iraq into the interna-
tional community, it said.

MNA/Xinhua

BEIING, 29 Oct— Chinese
N Premier Wen Jiabao under-
lined economic development
in the Three Gorges reservoir
area, the relocation of mi-
grants, environmental protec-
tion and construction quality
of the reservoir during his in-
spection of the reservoir area
on October 24-26.

Wen visited the new resi-
dential areas for people reset-
tled from the reservoir area,
calling for efforts to promote
economic growth and create
jobs for the residents from
Hubei  Province and
Chongging Municipality.

Government departments
involved should step up ef-
forts to facilitate environmen-
tal protection and pollution
control, he said, calling for
substantial efforts to guard
against natural disasters and
improve water pollution treat-
ment as well as ensure the
quality of thereservoirproject.

MNA/Xinhua

Deaths from lung-destroying
disease underestimated

Lonpon, 29 Oct— A disease that destroys the lungs and is already a leading cause
of death worldwide kills more people than previously thought, British scientists said

An artist’s rendition of the proposed international space station as it will look up

completion which is scheduled for 2003. Key members of Congress told NASA
letter made public to delay the launch of its project for a new spacecraft to carry
and astronauts to the International Space StatigixrerNET

on Tuesday.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD), which includes chronic bronchi-
tis and emphysema, kills an estimated 2.9
million people each year, according to the
World Health Organization.

But researchers in London said the real
death toll could be much higher.

“We already know that COPD is quite
an important cause of death worldwide but
it could be more important than we thought
previously because it is contributing to a
whole host of other deaths,” Dr Anna
Hansell, of Imperial College School of

oMedicine, said in an interview.

in aEvery year 27,000 people in England

gead Wales die from COPD. But when
Hansell and her colleagues studied death

certificates from 1993-1999 they found that
COPD was linked to an additional 18,000
deaths.

“Looking at all deaths to which COPD
contributed, there were approximately
45,000 per year — a figure that is two-thirds
higher than the official one,” Hansell said,
who reported her findings in the European
Respiratory Journal.

“This effect is likely to apply to other
countries,” sheadded. Smokingis the leading
cause of COPD. A smoker is 10 times more
likely to die of COPD than anon-smoker. The
illness begins with a persistent cough and
increased mucous. It eventually leads to fa-
tigue, shortness of breath and difficulty breath-
ingasthelungs are destroyed. — MNA/Reuters
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Simputer

COMMON MAN’

S COMPUTER

The Following article by Radha Krishna Rao
a reproduction from India Perspectives of Septem
2003 — Ed

India’s excellence in the Information Technol-
ogy (IT) sector has been recongnised the world over.
Against this backdrop the development of a common
man’s computer called “Simputer” by a team of research-
ers at the Indian Institute of Science (IISC) in Bangalore
is expected to reduce the “digital divide” in the country.
According to Dr Murli Manohar Joshi, Minister for
Human Resources Development and Science and Tech-
nology, this low cost portable device is expected to be
of immense use in reaching the benefits of IT to com-
mon man by allowing simple interface, based on “audio
and touch”, to ensure that even a simpleton can handle
computers. The Simputer, which is planned to carry a
price tag of US dollars 200, will find utility in a diverse
range of sectors - from micro banking and large data
collection to agricultural information and as a school
laboratory. Dr. Swami Manohar, leader of the IISC team
which developed Simputer, a no-profit trust has been
floated to promote the technology not as an end product
but as an evolving platform.

According to Vinay Deshpande of the Bangalore-
based Encore Software, which will provide software so-
lutions for the functioning of Simputers, there has been
a phenomenal response to this device from countries
like Peru, Brazil, Middle East, Sri Lanka and Bangla-
desh. “I don’t know anyone else in the world who is
producing a comparable sophisticated computer at a price
tag of US dollars 2007, said Kenneth Kenniston, Social
Scientist with the Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) in USA.

The move of the Indian IT Ministry to set up
internet kiosks in various parts of India is likely to boost
the market for Simputer, the first commercial version of

which is expected to be available before the end of this

igear. Meanwhile India is taking steps to protect the
hiarellectual property rights of the Simputer.

Simple, inexpensive and multilingual Simputer
has attracted global attention for its innovative design
features. The model now being readied for commercial
production carries a stylus based text entry system called
“tap tap” which obviates the use of keyboard. Using a
specially developed software called “Dhvani’ (sound),
a built-in loudspeaker speaks the text entered in Hindi
Kannada or Tamil. In another innovation it works on
just three standard batteries. Voluntary agencies work-
ing in the rural areas have also evinced keen interest in
this device.

On another front, Simputer, described by Dr
Joshi as IISC gift to the third world, is also designed
for operation using smart cards. By inserting smart cards
into Simputer, it is possible to use it as a personal
information management system. It can also be used in
adult education, census operations and as a school labo-
ratory. “The impact of these features coupled with the
rich connectivity of the Simputer can be dramatic”,
says Dr Swami Manohar of IISC.

Two Bangalore-based companies, Pico Peta
Simputer Pvt Ltd and Encore Software Ltd, are cur-
rently working on versions that are expected to reach
the market shortly. While Pico Peta, a commercial
venture promoted by the inventors of the device, will
target their range at the rural and micro banking appli-
cations, Encore Software will focus on areas like
e-governance and sales force automation. Both the com-
panies have licensed the product design from the
Simputer Trust to manufacture the product.

Encore expects to sell around 100,000 units of
Simputer in the first year and hopes to touch a figure

Commander inspects No 1
Bayintnaung Transit

YANGON, 29 Oct — Chairman of the Leading Com-
mittee for the 11th Myanmar Traditional Cultural Perform-
ing Arts Competitions, Chairman of Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council, Commander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe, accompanied by Deputy Com-
mander Col Wai Lwin, Commander of No 3 Military Region
Col Tint Hsan and officials, inspected the No 1 Bayintnaung

Transit, where contestants put up, this afternoon.

At the meeting hall, the commander met with offi-
cials of respective work committees and subcommittees and
team managers from states and divisions. He gave instruc-
tions to them and attended to the requirements.

The commander, after inspecting the dinnig hall and
hostels, spoke words of encouragement to the contestants
and left there in the evening. — MNA

of 350,000 over the next three years.

tific subjects.

The author is a noted freelance writer on sciﬂw

YANGON 29, Oct —
Chairman of Mon State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
South-East Command Maj-
Gen Thura Myint Aung, ac-
companied by departmental
officials, attended a cer-
emony to harvest monsoon
paddy, to cultivate second
crop and to demonstrate pi-
lot farms in Tawku
Tagundaing Village in
Mudon Township on 27 Oc-
tober morning.

After hearing reports
presented by the officials, the

| commander viewed the har-
vesting of monsoon paddy
with the use of machines.

11th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing...

(from page 1)
level mandolin contest for
women, five contestants in
the basic education level
mandolin contest for men
(aged 15-20), and one con-
testant in the basic education
level mandolin contest for
women (aged 15-20).

The xylophone contests
were held at the Kanbawza
Theatre this morning. A to-
tal of 11 contestants partici-
pated in the professional
level xylophone contest for
men, and four contestants in
the professional level xylo-
phone contest for women.
Leader of the Panel of Judges

UYiNweand members acted

as judges at the contests.
The Saing Troupe con-
tests continued at the
Padonma  Theatre in
Sangyoung Township. A to-
tal of four troupes partici-
patedin the professional level
Saing troupe contest for
women and the basic educa-
tion level Saing troupe con-
test for women (aged 15-20),
and three troupes in the basic
education level Saing troupe
contest for girls (aged 5-10).
Panels of Judges led by U
Sein Sa Tin and U Sein Hla

Myaing acted as judges.
MNA

Commander inspects
agriculture and livestock
breeding tasks in Mawlamyine District

Later, the com-
mander met with local farm-
ersatNo2 Agricultural Edu-
cation Camp in Tawku Vil-
lage.

Local farmers re-
ported to the commander on
requirements at the meeting.
The commander fulfilled the
requirements and gave in-
structions on striving for the
development of the agricul-
ture sector, cultivation of tri-
ple crops, and using modern
farm machinery and cultiva-
tion methods. Next, the com-
mander inspected the live-
stock breeding farms in the
village.

Afterwards, the com-
mander left for perennial
crop plantations, water
melon, pepper and fruits
plantations, livestock breed-
ing farms of the command in
Tin Hlaing Village,
Kyonphite Village,
Ninpyaing Village in the
township.

In the afternoon, the
commander arrived at
Hsutaungpyi Pagoda in
Kyaikmayaw and inspected
the renovation tasks of the
pagoda. The commander
gave necessary instructions
to members of the pagoda
board of trustees. —MNA

| —

——

Managing Director of NPE U Tin Kha enjoys the men'’s professional level mandolin centesta

The best time to plant a tree
was 20 years ago. The second best
time is now.

MWJA CEC meets

YANGON, 29 Oct —
The central executive com-
mittee meeting (10/2003) of
Myanmar Writers and Jour-
nalists Association was held
at the Sarpay Beikman
Building Yesterday.

It was attended by
MWIJA Chairman U HLa
Myaing (Ko Hsaung), Vice-

Chairmen U Than Maung
(Than Maung) and U Myint
Thein (Myint Thein Aung),
Secretary U Hla Tun (Hla
Tun-Twantay), the joint-sec-
retaries and CEC members.
At the meeting, U Hla
Myaing (Ko Hsaung), who
presided over the meeting,
made an opening speech, and

U Hla Tun (Hla Tun-
Twantay) repoted on the im-
plementation of the resolu-
tions of the previous meet-
ing (9/2003).

Next, those present
took part in the discussions
and the meeting ended with
concluding remarks by the
meeting chairman. — MNA

< < <
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“Is that so, Maung Ka Lu?" — “It's more than that”

(Continued from yesterday)

Grandpa:

Maung Ka Lu:

Grandpa:

Lu:

Grandpa:

Lu:

Grandpa:

Ah, you know much about her. The KNU
has been committing terrorist acts since
January 2002, and till now. I am afraid,
it would not be easy to collect a com-
plete list of the KNU’s acts of murders,
arson and destruction. During the whole
2002 and up to September 2003, it raided
and looted villages for 13 times, blew up
explosives to kill and injure innocent ci-
vilians for 31 times, robbed off passen-
ger buses for 11 times, blew up passen-
ger buses for five times, mined roads and
bridges for seven times, destroyed the
natural gas pipe lines for seven times,
exploded time bombs for 17 times, and
torched public property and seized peo-
ple for six times. The atrocities of the
KNU had killed 42 people and injured
156 during the period.

At the press conference, Vice-Chief of
Military Intelligence Maj-Gen Kyaw Win
said that the KNU had not made any offer
to come back to the legal fold at present;
that with a view to ensuring peace and
stability and national development and
ending all the terrorist attacks, the Gov-
ernment would warmly welcome KNU if
the latter returned to the legal fold.
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U
Khin Maung Win also refuted the ground-
less accusations, which said that the in-
discriminate felling of trees in Myanmar
had damaged the natural environment and
climate of the country.

It is somewhat like hearing jokes. It seems
those persons of the west do not have any-
thing to do. They have got much time to
slander other countries. The persons from
inside and outside the country who held
the negative view stood up and shouted
that the natural environment was destroyed
due to the laying of a gas pipeline in
Myanmar. These persons do not wish to
see Myanmar earning more foreign ex-
change from exporting offshore natural gas
to Thailand through the pipeline, and build-
ing more infrastructure needed for national
development from the funds. Thus, they
were trying to criticize the plan to lay the
pipeline.

As Prime Minister Dr Mahathir of Ma-
laysia always opposes and rejects Ameri-
can interferences, groups of the west
under various names shouted that Malay-
sia was facing drought because of the in-
discriminate felling of trees.

Over 52 percent of Myanmar’s land area
is covered with valuable forests.
Myanmar people have upheld the tradi-
tion of forest conservation for 150 years.
Nowadays, the country is conserving and
protecting the forests with the use of
advanced techniques and gear. Deputy
Minister U Khin Maung Win explained
in detail the setting up of millions of acres
of forest plantations in the country. The
press conference also explained that
Myanmar was recognized by the Interna-
tional Tropical Timber Organization
(ITTO) as one of the six countries of the
world which were achieving sustainable
forest management (SFM).

Myanmar is rich in land and water re-
sources. It will become a prosperous
country, if all make ardent and energetic
efforts in a peaceful and modern envi-
ronment. It does not need to extend eco-
nomic markets by applying the use of
force, intrusions and domination.
That’s why, the neo-colonialists and their
minions are always aggressive towards
us. They were feeling bad to see

Lu:

Grandpa:

Lu:

Grandpa:

Lu:
Grandpa:

Lu:

Grandpa:
Lu:

Grandpa:
Lu:

Maung Ka Lu ——

Myanmar achieving development in leaps
and bounds despite the sanctions and
disturbances. It is not strange that they
under the greed, illusion and anger can-
not see things in an objective way.
They are so unjust as they are criticizing
and pointing a finger at us as if they had
not cut any tree in setting up factories
and infrastructures in their countries.
The neo-colonialists’ intention of raising
the forced labour issue is to bar Myanmar
from using her manpower in the nation-
building endeavours. The issue of human
rights is an unlawful means to destroy
Myanmar. In reality, they are disturbing
the peoples of the world countries to pre-
vent them from bringing peace and
progress to their own nations; they are
the ones that are violating the human
rights and freedom of the peoples around
the world. Although Myanmar is making
great strides in rooting out the drug prob-
lem that is the evil legacy of the
colonialists, they are saying that Myanmar
fails to cooperate with them. But if the
narcotic drugs can be totally wiped out
from the world, millions of drugs addicts
of their countries will die because of the
end of drug supply. They are also ground-
lessly raising the issue of Myanmar sol-
diers’ sexual violence against Shan
women, as the neo-colonialists wish to
drive out the Myanmar Tatmadaw mem-
bers, who are guarding the nation against
entering of drug traffickers into the terri-
tory, from the border areas. The peoples
of Okinawa in Japan and Korea can tell
them the true stories about rapes and
murders of local girls.
We are now able to see their conspira-
cies clearer. What about the accusation
concerning the indiscriminate felling of
trees in Myanmar.
Our country has started her development
undertakings in 1988 and 1989. Since
then the neo-colonialist and their min-
ions have been trying to hinder
Myanmar’s development. The neo-
colonialists’ policy is to give trouble to
any country that defies their influence.
But we can build over 160 major bridges,
over 150 dams, thousands of miles of
railroads and motor roads, and a large
number of schools and new towns. Thus,
they are imposing economic sanctions on
Myanmar to make her poor. But we have
built all the development infrastructures
with our own resources. They cannot stop
our developments.
Right, Grandpa.
So, they are trying to find the source of
Myanmar’s income to build the nation,
and they see our forests as the main
source. But our forest resources are inex-
haustible, as we are growing much more
trees than we have cut. Sometimes forest
fires in America destroyed towns and
public property. In our country there is
no forest fire caused by nature or human
negligence.
Grandpa, I am going to cut the bushes
growing in front of my house, but I have
not done yet.
‘Why, you can cut the bushes, if you wish.
But I am afraid that BBC and VOA might
shout that the global environment has
been destroyed because I had cut a patch
of bushes.
Is that so, Maung Ka Lu?
Its more than that.

(Concluded)

(Translation: TMT)

Myanma Alin+Kyemon: 25 October 2003.

People’s Desire

Oppose:those:relying:on:external
elemenits;:acting asistooges;:holding
negative views

Oppose those trying fo jeopardize
stability of the State and:progress of
the:nation

Oppose: foreign: hations interfering:in
internal: affairs of the: State
Crush:alkinternal:and: external
destructive elements asithe common
enemy:

Use daylight as the main source of light

Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light
Use the least possible amount of electricity
required in production and service enter-
prises

Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a|
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

There are about 500,000 household

*

Efficient use of fuel

Saving one gallon of fuel per car per mont
will save the nation one US dollar

Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build af
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

All this needs to

be known

Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated
Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered
Do not be softened
whenever appeased

The best time to plant a tree was

20 years ago.
Second best time is now.
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Tasks for upgradlng of Kandawgyl Gardens and its environs inspected

YANGON, 29 Oct —
Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe inspected
tasks for upgrading of
Yangon Kandawgyi Gar-
dens and its environs this
afternoon.

The commander first in-
spected the site chosen for
construction a high-class
restaurant in the education
zone. Head of Parks and
Playgrounds Department of
the Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee U Nyunt
Pe, Wood Land Co Ltd
Managing Director U Win
Aung, Myanma Electric
Power Enterprise Managing
Director Dr San Oo and
officials reported on tasks
to be carried out.

The commander and
party proceeded to the cho-
sen site for construction of
a restaurant at Myaing Ma-

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe inspects upgrading tasks on the environs of Kandawgyl Garden and Yangon Zoologlcal @eudens.—.

Commander opens Kanbawza Open Golf Championship

lar Kyun in the central sym-
bol zone. Officials reported
on work progress and
dredging of Kandawgyi
Lake. The commander left
necessary instructions.

Afterwards, they inspected
arrangements made for build-
ing a restaurant at the orchid
garden and gave instructions
to the officials. — MNA

MMCWA President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe accepts
3,120,000 donated by Chairman of Dagon Internation

Ltd U Win Aung for two day-care nurseriesmna

Cash and kind donated to
MMCWA

YAaNGON, 29 Oct —
Wellwishers donated cash
and kind to the Myanmar
Maternal and Child Welfare
Association at the multi-
purpose  building of
MMCWA at the corner of
Thanthumar and Parami
Streets in South Okkalapa
Township this morning.

Present on the occasion
were MMCWA President
Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe,
Vice-Presidents Dr Daw Tin
Lin Myint and Dr Kyi Soe,
CEC members and
wellwishers.

Dagon International Ltd
Chairman U Win Aung pre-
sented K 3,120,000 for con-
struction of two buildings in
the day care nursery; Agga
Maha Thiri Thudhamma
Theingi Daw Khin Nwe

Yee (Shwe Pazun) and fam-
ily, K 1 million for giving
medical treatments to cleft
lip and palate patients; Daw
Kyin Chein (Nawarat
Shwezarmani in Taunggyi),
K 500,000 and teaching aids
worth K 240,600; FISCA
Co Managing Director U
Zaw Weik-Daw Su Su Aye,
K 500,000 and teaching
aids worth K 237,600; U
Khin Maung Myint-Daw
Wai Wai and family, K
510,000; Myanmar Medi-
cines and Medical Equip-
ment Traders and Entrepre-
neurs Association, medi-
cines worth K 100,000 to
the president, who next pre-
sented certificates of hon-
our to them, and expressed
words of thanks.

MNA

YANGON, 29
Oct —The
opening  of
Kanbawza
Open  Golf
Championship,
jointly
organized by
Myanmar Golf Federation
and Myanmar PGA, was
held at No 2 Defence
Services Golf Course
(Ayethaya Golf Course) in
Taunggyi this morning.

On the occasion, golfers
took positions at 10th Tee
and Shan State Peace and
Development Council
Chairman Commander of
Eastern Command Maj-Gen
Khin Maung Myint, Deputy
Commander Col Win
Myint, Executives of

MYANMAR

MPGA and MPF U Ko Ko
Lay, Regional Sales
Manager U Tin Tun Oo of
Rothmans of Pall Mall
Myanmar Pte Ltd, General
Manager of Kanbawza Bank
(Taunggyi Branch) U San
Maung and General Manager
of Eden Group Co Ltd U
Kyaw Soe Tun teed off the
ball to open the
championship.

After the first day event,
Zaw Zaw Latt (Pan-West)
led the championship with
70 strokes, followed by Min
Naing (Srixon) with 72 and
Nanda Kyaw (YCDC) with
73 and Myint Thaung (KM
Golf Centre) with 74 at the
professional level contest.

At the amateur level
contest, Yin Aung Latt

K

Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand to cooperate in

@ Y aNGON, 29 Oct —Di-

rector-General of the Di-
rectorate of Hotels and
Tourism U Khin Maung
Latt and representatives
of tourism industries from
Cambodia, Laos and
Thailand held a coordina-
tion meeting for coopera-
tion for promotion of
tourism industry at Bagan
Hotel in NyaungU this af-
ternoon.

tourism industry

The meeting focused
on launching Four Coun-
tries One Destination,
spreading the wings of
airlines, arrangements for
trans-border travels, cul-
tural and religious travels,
Water Festival travels,
promotion of tours of sis-
ter cities, doing researches
on tourism industry, and
conducting courses.

MNA

secures the first position with
74 strokes. The runners-up
are Kyaw Thiha and Aung
Aung Kyaw with 76 eachand
Htay Aung Htay with 76.
Rothmans of Pall Mall
Myanmar Pte Ltd, KBZ bank,
Air Mandalay, Grand Slam
(Munsing Wear), Loi-Hein
(Alpine), K M golf Centre,

Commander Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint tees off to mark

Maruman and Wilson,
Canon, UPG Paintand Eden
Group Co Ltd also
sponsored the champion-
ship.

Han Event Management
took responsibilities of the
championship, which
continues at the same venue
tomorrow.—MNA

the opening of the third leg of Myanmar Golf
Tour (2003)—MGF

President’s Office offer
Kathina robes

YAaNGON, 29 Oct — Director-General U Tun Tun and
staff families of the President’s Office offered robes and
provisions to ten members of Sangha at the Dhammayon in
the President’s House on Ahlone Road here this morning.
The members of the Sangha were offered “soon”.

MNA

Myanmar delegation back
from Bangladesh

Yancon, 29 Oct — Di-
rector-General of the De-
partment of Health Dr Wan
Maung, and members Di-
rector (Public Health) Dr
San Shwe Win and Deputy
Director (Health Education)
of the Health Planning De-
partment Dr Khin Maung
Lwin attended the South
Asia Conference on Sanita-
tion held in Dhaka, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of Bangla-
desh from 21 to 23 Octo-
ber.

At the meeting, the min-
isters, deputy ministers and
departmental heads of
Myanmar, Bangladesh, In-
dia, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhu-
tan, the Maldives, Sri Lanka

and Afghanistan adopted

objectives on environmen-
tal sanitation and individual
cleanliness. The meeting
issued Dhaka Declaration
on Sanitation.

And the leader of
Myanmar delegation pre-
sented matters related to
environmental sanitation,
construction of fly-proof
latrines, supply of clean
water, tasks on individual
cleanliness being carried out
in Myanmar and future
tasks. He also discussed
successful implementation
of the objectives through
cooperation.

The delegation arrived
back here by air on 24 Oc-
tober.

MNA

MWJA Chairman U Hla Myaing accepts cash donated

by Wirter Daw Khin Khin Sein (Yuwadi Khin Sein
Hlaing). —mNa

Ma Myat Poe Khit of Yangon Division competes at basic
educational level classic/modern song contest (girls, aged

10-15)—n
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The reliable Ayeyawady Bridge (Magway)

The State Peace and
Development Council, true
to its name, is making re-
lentless efforts with added
momentum around the
clock to enhance the eco-
nomic, agricultural, health,
education, religious and so-
cial sectors.

In conformity with
the market-oriented eco-
nomic system, Myanmar,
with its own ways and style,
stands proud and tall among
the world nations. Success

Ayeyawady Bridge (Magway) in Magway-Mihbu re-gion

has been achieved in the es-
tablishment of industrial
zones on a self-reliant basis
across the nation.

The construction of
housing estates, staff quar-
ters and low-cost houses to
ensue the higher living
standard of the people; im-
plementation of irrigation
facilities for agricultural
purpose, the construction of
bridges, railroads and mo-
tor roads for smooth and
secured transport system;

and upgrading and exten-
sion of international air-
ports, reflect the practical
steps being taken by the
Government with genuine
goodwill and noble attitude
to the public.

The Government
has made Magway Divi-
sion the third capital of
Myanmar. To have all the
characteristics of the third
capital city in Magway
Division, a new medical
university and a modern

airport were opened there
on 1-1-2000 and on 7-6-
2003 respectively. Moreo-
ver, the Institute of Health
in Yangon Division was
upgraded into the Univer-
sity of Health and moved
to the third capital. There-
fore, Magway Division no
longer looks the same as
before, but undergoes pros-
perity to a greater extent.

The State Peace and
Development Council held
the Special Projects Imple-

mentation Committee Meet-
ing (1/99) on 2-6-1999.

According to the
resolutions of the meeting,
the Public Works of the
Ministry of Construction, in
line with the guidance of
Head of State Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe, started the
construction  of  the
Ayeyawady Bridge
(Magway), which is 8,989
feet long and the longest
one in Myanmar, on 20-1-
2000.

Although the project
was first targeted to accom-
plish in three years, it was
completed on 7-11-2002
taking just two years, nine
months and 17 days owing
to the strenuous and harmo-
nious efforts of dutiful em-
ployees, and breaking the
record in the bridge con-
struction  history  of
Myanmar. The bridge was
constructed at a cost of K
7,951 million and US$ 8.58
million.

Head of State Sen-
ior General Than Shwe
himself opened the bridge
on 24-11-2003. Due to the
opening of the Ayeyawady
Bridge (Magway), nearby
areas can now be reached

at any time.

Businessmen down
to vendors can now enhance
their living and reap more
income more easily.

After visiting the
Magway Myosun Myatha-
lun Pagoda, pilgrims and
tourists can go to Sakeinte,
Shwesatdaw, Kyaungdawya
and Dattaw-kon pagodas
crossing the Ayeyawady
Bridge (Magway) and take
a rest there. In addition,
visitors can also watch
amazingly big fish (Phaya
Nga), which do not take any
food in the afternoon dur-
ing the Lent, at the
Kyaungdawya Pagoda.

TheMagway-Min -
hla trip, which could be
reached only by ship in
the past, can now be
made conveniently through
the Ayeyawady Bridge
(Magway). Words will fail
to express completely the
benefits of the bridge.
Therefore, it is incumbent
upon the local people to
maintain the bridge as a
national duty for its long-
term durability.

*kk
(Translation: KTY)
Myanma Alin: 15-10-2003

Poll shows independents’ support

. UN, US face problems in ending

for Bush on Iraq declines Iraq oil, food plan

WasHInGTON, 29 Oct — Independent voters are losing confidence in US Presi-  Unitep NaTions, 29 Oct — UN Security Council members told the United States
dent George W Bush'’s leadership over Iraq as attacks there continue, a new poland Britain on Tuesday to extend the UN role in the complicated multibillion dollar

showed.

In the USA Toda¥CNN/Gallup poll
released on Tuesday, 39 per cent of inde-
pendents approve of the way the administra-
tion has handled the situation in Iraq since
the President declared an end to major com-
bat on May 1, and 57 per cent of independ-
ents disapprove. In the public overall, 47 per
cent approve.

The figures show a substantial decline
in support from late April, when 73 per cent
of independents approved the conduct of the
war, and 80 per cent of the public approved.

According to the poll, independents
are less inclined to vote for Bush next year
than to vote for a Democrat, with 35 per cent
choosing Bush while 42 per cent favour an
unnamed Democrat. Among all registered
voters, Bush leads the unnamed Democrat
46 per cent against 43 per cent, which is
within an error margin of four percentage
points.

“It’s a huge problem,” Merle Black, a

Atlanta, was quoted as saying by USA Today
newspaper. “Bush prematurely claimed the
fighting was over, and the public continues
to see Americans at risk. Every time some-
thing bad happens, it further erodes admin-
istration support, especially among inde-
pendents.”

The survey showed that 57 per cent of
those canvassed - 70 per cent of Democrats,
58 per cent of independents and 43 per cent
of Republicans - say the United States should
withdraw some or all of its troops from Iraq.

The poll also found 53 per cent approve
the job Bush is doing as president, down
from 56 per cent earlier this month but above
his lowest rating, 50 per cent, in mid-Sep-
tember.

The poll was conducted from Friday to
Sunday among 1,006 adults, with a margin
of error of plus or minus three percentage
points, except for a four-point error margin
on the Bush election question.

At issue is a UN programme, estab-
lished in December 1996 to ease the impact of
UN sanctions against the government of
Saddam Hussein by channeling civilian goods
to the population under strict supervision.

Once the war ended, the Council de-
cided toend the programme by November 21,
but doing so has proved far more difficult
than anticipated. Some 8.9 billion US dollars
worth of contracts had been ordered and paid
for by Iraq’s oil revenues but not delivered
when the war began in March.

US and British ambassadors, atalengthy
Council meeting, said the deadline for the oil-
for-food system to be handed to Iraqis and the
occupation authorities would not be changed.

“It’s going to be turned over to the Iraqi
Government and people and to the Coalition
Provisional Authority, and that’s what we’re
doing now,” US Ambassador John
Negroponte said,

One problem is renegotiating contracts

oil-for-food programme so contracts could be renegotiated properly.

northern Kurdish areas where the world body
ran the programme rather than monitor its
implementation. Some goods are no longer of
use and other contracts have to be amended to
suit current needs.

Benon Sevan, director of the programme,
said 151 projects and activities worth 1.85
billion US dollars have been completed and
another 117 projects worth nearly 600 million
US dollars are expected to be completed by
November 21. But he said his department
would hand over 159 projects worth 1.1 bil-
lion US dollars to the coalition that would not
be completed by November 21.

Germany’s UN Ambassador, Gunter
Pleuger, chairman of the Council’s commit-
tee thatsupervizes the programme, was among
those who worried that firms around the world
as well as Iraqi civilians would suffer during
the transition. He noted that only 52 per cent
of the contracts involved had been amended
or renegotiated to date.

political scientist at Emory University in MNA/Xinhua| signed before the war, particularly in the MNA/Reuters
4 N \
i -
i 1 _ASHAR

Twentieth Meeting of the Task Force on ASEAN Tourism Marketing
First ASEAN - INDIA Tourism Consultation Ninth Meeting of the Task Force on Tourism Manpower Development

Bagan, Union of Myanmar Eighth Meeting of the Task Force on Tourism Investment

Bagan, Union of Myanmar

October 31, 2003

October 29-30, 2003
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic
development of all regions in the country

Transportation plays a vital role in regional development. With this concept the government is building a network of roads and
bridges across the country. The 1,360 feet long Taninthayi Bridge spanning Taninthayi River was opened on 12 November 2000
in Taninthayi Division. —PHOTO: MNA

W W F T T Lt

L 8155 844 _

Altogether six bridges which are over 500 feet and above in length—the Winwa Bridge, the Palauk Bridge, the Palaw Bridge, the Taninthayi
Bridge, the Pathoung Bridge and the Laynya -Mandaing Bridge—have been constructed in Taninthayi Division. The photo shows
860 feet long Laynya-Mandaing Bridge in Pyigyi Mandaing in Bokpyin township, Taninthayi Division.—PHOTO: MNA

Kyweku-Kyaukphya Bridge spanning
Kyaukphya River in Myeik,
Taninthayi Division, was opened on
26 October 2003.— PHOTO: MNA
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Nigeria offers free treatment to
patients suffering eye diseases

Lacos, 29 Oct— Some 4,000 of the estimated 35,000 persons suffering from eye

diseases in Nigeria's northern state of Kano have been treated free of charge in the last
three weeks, theNews Agency of Nigeriaeported Monday.

Sanda Mohammed,
commissioner of the Kano
State Health Department,
was quoted as saying that
the federal government
viewed with concern the
large number of persons suf-
fering from eye problems,
especially cataract.

“That’s why the gov-
ernment comes up with the
free eye treatment as part of

its free medical care pro-
gramme,” he said. According
to the health official, the
Kano State government had
so far released 12.8 million
naira (about 100,000 US dol-
lars) for the exercise, which
he said, was being carried
out by a team of doctors and
other health personnel.

The commissioner said
the exercise was a sustain-

able programme aimed at the
elimination of all eye-related
diseases in the state.
According to Moham-
med, the Saudi Arabian team
of Al-Muntadah and Al-
Basara non-government or-
ganizations (NGOs) which
annually assisted the state
eye treatment programme
arrived in Kano last week.
MNAXinhua
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released on Monday.

The General Account-
ing Office, the investigative
arm of the US Congress, said
poorly defined leadership,
priorities and accountability
meant the National Money

) g

Laundering Strategy had
failed to bridge gaps inside
the government and crack
down hard enough on dirty
money.

It said the strategy —
in place and updated every
year since 1998 — “gener-
ally has not served as a use-
ful mechanism for guiding

the coordination of federal
law enforcement agencies’
efforts to combat money
laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing.”

The GAO said that if
Congress decided to renew
the strategy, the Treasury,
attorney general and Depart-
ment of Homeland Security
needed to forge a leadership
structure that could “marshal
resources to ensure that the
strategy’s visionis achieved,
resolve disputes between
agencies and ensure account-

ability for strategy imple-
mentation.”

Washington’s battle
against money laundering
predated the attacks on Sep-
tember 11,2000, but gained
renewed urgency in their
aftermath as the United
States sought to cut off the
funding and cash flows
linked to its top suspect,
Osama bin Laden’s al-
Qaeda network.

According to the United
Nations Office of Drug Con-
trol and Prevention, crimi-

Holes found in US money laundering strategy

WasHinGTON, 29 Oct — Squabbling and a lack of coordination among federal agencies have undermined the
US fight against terrorist financing and money laundering, according to a report by Congressional investigators

nals launder between 500
billion US dollars and one
trillion US dollars worldwide
each year.

Senator  Chuck
Grassley, an Iowa Republi-
can, who drafted the original
anti-laundering statute in
1998, said he was concerned
by the GAO’s report and
would introduce legislation
to close loopholes and
strengthen the hunt for
money launderers and “ter-
rorist” financiers.

MNA/Reuters

The boys, who suffered
from stunted growth, rotten
teeth and distended bellies,
were surviving by supple-
menting their meager diet of
uncooked pancake batter and
oatmeal with chips of paint
and pieces of wall insula-
tion, authorities said.

Meanwhile, a state case
worker made regular visits
to the home in the Philadel-
phia suburb of Collings-
wood, New Jersey.

Their conditions came
to light when neighbours
phoned police after seeing
the 19-year-old rummaging

through their trash can. Of-

Couple charged with starving four
adopted boys

PHiLADELPHIA , 29 Oct— A New Jersey couple on Sunday faced charges of starvi
their four adopted sons, aged nine to 19, authorities said, in a case that has raised frg
guestions about the state’s child welfare system.

ficers discovered that the
teen-ager weighed only 45
pounds. His adoptive siblings
— aged nine, 10 and 14 —
weighed as little as 23
pounds.

“It really strikes at the
heart of anyone that has any
sense of compassion. And,
quite frankly, it boggles the
mind,” Camden County
prosecutor Vincent Sarubbi
told a weekend news confe-
rence.

Parents Raymond
Jackson, 50, and his wife
Vanessa, 48, claimed the
boys suffered from eating
disorders but a physician

found no evidence of inhe-
rited deficiencies, authorities
said. The couple also had
two adopted girls, aged five
and 12, and were in the pro-
cess of adopting a 10-year-
old girl.

Authorities said the par-
ents’ twobiological children,
aboy and a girl both over 18,
lived in the same house and
appeared healthy. The three
youngerboys were removed
from the Collingswood home
and sent into foster care,
while the 19-year-old was
hospitalized. The girls were
also taken from the home.

MNA/Reuters|

Jordanian
woman gives

ngbirth to quints

bsh Amman, 29 Octo— A
25-year-old Jordanian
woman has given birth to
quints of three boys and
two girls, the first of its
kind in the country’s
history, local Jordan Time
newspaper reported on
Monday.

The woman, who un-
dertook Caesarean operation
in Jordan’s Royal Medical
Services on October 11, is in
good condition with her ba-
bies, the paper quoted medi-
cal sources as saying.

The sources revealed
that the mother has been tak-
ing fertility medicines for the
past seven years before she
gave birth. — MNA/Xinhua

DHL announces investment plan
for China in coming five years

SHANGHAI, 29 Oct— DHL Worldwide Express on Monday announced it would

invest 200 million US dollars in China in the next five years to expand its servi

network in the country and to meet the country’s growing demand in express delivery

services.

Uwe Derken, chief exe-
cutive officer of DHL, said
the investment would be
mainly used for expanding
the business network of
DHL- SINOTRANS Co,
Ltd, anexpress delivery com-
pany jointly invested by DHL
and China. DHL will in-
crease investment in tech-

nology development, em-
ployee training and infra-
structure construction for the
joint venture.

Established in 1986,
DHL-SINOTRANS Co, Ltd
has set up 42 branches in
China and its services have
covered a total of 318 cities.

Derken said China’s

rapid economic development
and booming manufacturing
industry have fuelled the
growth of the country’s lo-
gistics. Over the past several
years, DHL maintained a
business increase rate of 35
per cent to 45 per cent in
China.

MNA/Xinhual
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China’s health insurance market
may reach 150 billion yuan

BEUING, 29 Oct— China’s market scale may reach 150 to
300 billion yuan (18.2 to 36.4 billion US dollars) in the next
five years, said Wu Dingfu, chairman of the China Insurance
Regulatory Commission.

Statistics from the Ministry of Health show that the
annual average increase rate of medical spending has reached
24 per centin past years, with a total of 532 billion yuan (64.5
billion US dollars) in 2002, of which 61 per cent was spent
by individuals.

Part of the huge sum can be channelled into commercial
insurance fields, said Wu.

In China, only 3 per cent of the population have health or
medical insurance, a sign that there remains a huge space for
commercial health insurance to develop.

Commercial health insurance has developed rapidly in
China with insurance premiums increasing by a yearly
average of 30 per cent in recent years. Currently, 29 life
insurers and eight property insurers have gradually opened
health insurance and offer over 300 health insurance pro-
ducts. New products and management models are also under
trial in some areas.

“As the next step, we will improve the medical risk
control mechanism, promote mutual-benefit and coopera-
tion between insurers and medical service institutions and
try to promote professional and international oriented busi-
ness,” said Wu.

The Chinese Government has been pushing social medi-
cal insurance as a basic medical safeguard for years.

MNA/Xinhua

[F T il

‘1SS’ crew return to earth

Moscow, 29 Oct— A Russian spacecraft carrying an
American, a Russian and a Spaniard from the International
Space StatioISS) landed in Kazakhstan early Tuesday,
Russia’s Mission Control Centre outside Moscow said.

“Landing went according to plan,” ITAR-TASSjuoted
an official from the centre.

The Soyuz TMA-Zcapsule landed in the area of
Kazakhstan’s city of Arkalyk at 05:40 Moscow time (0240
GMT), taking back the seventh ISScrew of Russian cosmo-
naut Yuri Malenchenko and American astronaut Edward
Lu, and a short-term Spanish visitor Pedro Duque, of the
European Space Agency.

Vladimir Popov, head of the aerospace search-and-
rescue centre, said that unprecedented precautions had been
takenin the landing area to prevent a ballistic descent similar
to what happened to an identical Russian capsule in May.

He said that extra rescue helicopters and planes had been
sent to the landing zone.

The astronauts were equipped with mobile phones for
reliable contact with rescue teams.

Malenchenko and Lu have been in orbit for 185 days
since they arrived at the orbiting space hub in late April,
carrying out some 30 scientific experiments and mainte-
nance of the 16-nation space station. They were replaced by
American Michael Foale and Russian Alexander Kaleri.
They will stay on board the space station until April 2004.

Pedro Duque, who arrived at the ISSwith the eighth

Soyuz TMA-2 capsule with Yuri Malenchenko of Russigew, will be regarded as national hero when he returns to

Pedro Duque of Spain and Edward Lu of the US lands

Arkalyk, about 330 km southwest of AstaniarerNET

&ain, for he is the first Spaniard to board the 1SS

MNA/Xinhua

BFA brings about local
progress in China

BeuinG, 29 Oct— Qionghai will soon become a modern city because of the Ba
Forum for Asia (BFA), that has given an impetus for social and economic developme

all-round

here, said a senior official in the city of south China’s Hainan Island province.

The BFA, as an unoffi-
cial, non-profit, open and
regular international confer-
ence organization, is held
regularly atBo’ao, Hannan’s
Qionghai City.

Qionghai owes its dra-
matic change to the BFA, the
official added.

Qionghai, a city with a
population of 460,000,
lagged behind the coastal
developed areas in economic

ing new industries, ecologi-
cal agriculture and tourism.
In 2000, the GDP in
Qionghai was 3.98 billion
yuan (about 480 million US
dollars), fixed assets invest-
ment was 1.38 billion yuan
(166 million US dollars),
actually used foreign and
domestic investment were
six million dollars and 320
million yuan (39 million US
dollars) respectively.

Compared to 2000, in the
first nine months of 2003,
the GDP rose to 3.542 bil-
lion yuan (about 415 million
US dollars); fixed assets in-
vestment rose to 1.132 bil-
lion yuan (136 million US
dollars); and actually used
foreign and domestic invest-
ment rose to 9.33 million
dollars and 604 million yuan
(73 million US dollars) re-
spectively. —MNA/Xinhua

UN fund urged to finance Nigerian
women development programmes

@ao Asuia, 29 Oct— Nigerian Vice-President Atiku Abubakar here on Monday called
non the visiting delegation of the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) to help Nigeria source funds for its women development programmes.

Meeting with UNIFEM
Director of Programmes
Joanne Sandlerandthe fund’s
six other officials, Abubakar
said UNIFEM should facili-
tate Nigeria’s women devel-
opment process.

“Women are an important
segment of the Nigerian soci-
ety and women development
is the key to national develop-
ment,” Abubakar said.

He assured that the Nige-

rian federal government
would continue to support
women development pro-
grammes. The Vice-President
listed the establishment of the
Ministry of Women Affairs
and women’s appointment
into ministerial positions as a
testimony to the fact that the
Nigerian Government was
gender sensitive.

He however urged
UNIFEM not to limit its de-

sire to access funds to Nige-
rian women and the Ministry
of Women Affairs alone, but
to assist in educating them on
how to source funds for small
enterprises.

Abubakar said UNIFEM
could assist in formulating
policies, which could solely
target women developmentin
allocation of funds frombanks
and other financial establish-
ments.—MNA/Xinhua

development, butithas taken
a leap forward in social and
economic developmentin the
last three years by attracting
foreigninvestment, develop-

Expert expects
Chinese
economy to grov
8.5% next year

BeuNG, 29 Oct— Chi-
na’s national economy is ex-
pected to grow 8.5 per cent
in 2004, said Liu Shijin, di-
rector of the Research De-
partment of Industrial
Economy of the Develop-
ment Research Centre of the
State Council.

The industrial added
value next year will increase
13 to 15 per cent, and the
price level will remain sta-
ble, he said.

In 2004, China’s auto-
mobile and steel industries
will maintain rapid growth,
and the computer and ma-
chinery industries will in-
crease steadily.

MNA/Xinhua

Samsung, Sony in $24
flat screen venture

SeouL, 29 Oct— South Korea’s Samsung Electronics Co
Ltd and Sony Corp agreed on Tuesday to invest two billion
US dollars in a venture to make liquid crystal display (LCD)
flat screens for televisions.

The deal is seen tipping the balance in favour of LCD
over plasma, the current choice for large screens, in a battle
over which technology ultimately replaces boxy cathode ray
tube TVs.

LCDs currently monopolise the smaller flat screen mar-
ket, but are rapidly getting bigger and cheaper and are set to
challenge plasma.

The deal will give Sony, the world’s largest consumer
electronics maker, a steady supply of flat screens for televi-
sions and computers — a key growth area for its struggling
electronics division.

It will guarantee Samsung a large customer and increase
the chances their screens will become the industry standard.

“Sony and Samsung’s LCD investment underscores
their confidence that large-sized LCD screens will be the
dominant TV screen technology in the next couple of years,”
said Song Myung-sup, tech analyst at Meritz Securities.

Samsung said the two sides signed a memorandum of
understanding to form a 50-50 joint venture in South Korea
in the first quarter of 2004 and start producing LCD panels
in 2005.

The chief executive will come from Samsung and the
chief financial officer from Sony, it added.

v

MNA/Reuters

Chinese visitors to an exhibition about Shenzhou 5, Chil
first successful manned space mission, stand near mod
the launch rockets in Beijing, China, on 28 October, 20
China’s next manned space launch might carry two ag
nauts into orbit, a government news agency said Satu

Tajik President
in Indonesia for
closer ties

JAKARTA, 29 Oct —
Tajikistan President Emo-
mali Sharipovich Rakhmo-
nov began his five-day state
visit to Indonesia, aimed at
enhancing economic coop-
eration between the two
countries, the daily Jakarta
Postreported Tuesday. The
President is due to meet with
his Indonesian counterpart
Megawati Soekarnoputri on
Tuesday at the Presidential
Palace.

Rakhmonov is also
scheduled to meet other
high-ranking officials, in-
cluding Vice-President
Hamzah Haz, People’s Con-
sultative Assembly Chair-

N@ign Amien Rais and House
elg epresentatives Speaker
08kbar Tanjung. During his
tioay, President Rakhmonov
dayl] also visit the Jababeka

citing a senior space programme official. Following thimdustrial estate in Cikarang,
success of the manned flight on 16, Oct, officials said ChiVast Java, 40 kilometres
plans to launch another Shenzhou within two years |a#itpt of the capital, on

eventually wants to send up a space statidRrERNET

Wednesday.—MNA/Xinhua
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Wenger de
LonpoN, 29 Oct— At
youngest Arsenal sides

over Rotherham United
Including substitutes

finished with must be
Wenger said.

strike took the tie into e

ball outside the penalty

gunners go through on penalties

fourth round of the League Cup with a thrilling 9-8 win on penalties

the most notable being that of Spanish midfielder Francesc Fabregas
who became the youngest Arsenal player at 16 years and 177 days.
“I’'m very happy that we won the game, especially as the team we

Arsenal looked to have the tie sewn up after Jeremie Aliadiere gave
them an early lead in the first half but Darren Byfield’s last-minute

The First Division club were reduced to 10 men in the first period
of extra time when goalkeeper Mike Pollitt was red-carded for hand-

“Even the more experienced players were caught up in the intensity
of the tie,” Wenger said.

lighted as young

rsene Wenger was delighted after one of the
in the club’s history battled through to the

on Tuesday.
, the Frenchman gave debuts to seven players,

the youngest to have played for Arsenal,”

Xxtra time.
area but they dug in to force a tense shootout.

MNA/Reuters

Real Madrid’s Portuguese player Luis Figo, right, passes the ball past Zaragoz

Brazilian player Alvaro Luiz Mayor de

Toledo during a major league soccer match in Zaragoza, Spain, on
28 October, 2003—-INTERNET

Aquino, left, and Paraguayan Adelio Ces

what constitutes ‘interfering with play’.

The guidelines were issued in a recent
circular to national football federations and
while they are not a rule change they will
now change the handling of offside deci-
sions. In effect they end offside for players
who do not touch the ball or directly block
the vision or movement of an opponent.

The guideline should mean the end of a
player notdirectly involved in amove being
flagged for offside.

The laws of the game state that a player
can only be penalized for offside if he is
“involved in active play by: interfering with
play, interfering with an opponent or gain-
ing an advantage by being in that position”.

The new guidelines are more precise
saying that offside for “interfering with
play” means “playing or touching a ball
passed or touched by a team mate”.

“Interfering with an opponent” is de-
fined as “preventing an opponent from play-
ing or being able to play the ball, for exam-
ple, by clearly obstructing the goalkeeper’s
line of vision or movements” or “making a

New FIFA guidelines on offside
5give attackers more chance

MiLan, 29 Oct— New guidelines on the offside rule issued by world soccer’s governing
body FIFA should give greater advantage to forwards and put an end to the debate about

gesture or movement while standing in the
path of the ball to deceive or distract an
opponent”.

The tricky issue of whether a player is
“gaining an advantage” by his position is
explained as “playing a ball that rebounds
off a post or the crossbar having been in an
offside position” and “playing a ball that
rebounds off an opponent having been in an
offside position”.

Serie A has operated informally with
such interpretations this season and the
changes have resulted in linesmen being
forced to delay their decisions until the end
of a move. When players have been in a
‘passive’ offside position notinvolved in the
game, the linesman’s flag has stayed down
but has later been raised if the player touches
the ball.

The FIFA circular says the aim of the
new interpretation “is to respect the laws of
the game and to protect attacking play in-
tended to result in a goal, which is the ulti-
mate objective in football”.—MNA/Reuters

Real were pushing hard for the victory
they needed to move back on top of the
Primera Liga standings when centre-back
Francisco Pavon was sent off for a second
booking on 72 minutes.

Carlos Queiroz’s side continued to press
but the Zaragoza defence held out, with
o irgentine centre-back Gabriel Milito in out-
al’slanding form against the club that rejected
him over the close season.

The result left Real in second place in the

Newcastle aiming for League Cup
success, says Robson

New CastLe (England), 29 Oct— Newcastle United’s interest in the League Cu
has been heightened by their exit from the Champions League, manager Bob

Robson said on Tuesday.

The Premier League club failed to
make the lucrative group stage of Eu-
rope’s most prestigious club competi-
tion this season after losing a qualifying
tie to Partizan Belgrade and have had to
make do with the UEFA Cup instead.

Robson, whose side face First Divi-
sion leaders West Bromwich Albion in
the League Cup third round on Wednes-
day at St James’ Park, told reporters:
“We’re aware of the significance of the
League Cup and the West Brom game is

Dortmund’s Kehl
banned again for
violent play

BERLIN, 29 Oct— Borussia Dortmund
midfielder Sebastian Kehl has been given a
lengthy ban for violent play for the second
time this season.

The German Football Association (DFB)
ruled on Tuesday that Kehl would be sus-
pended for five Bundesliga games after be-
ing sent off for kicking Thomas Zdebel in his
side’s 3-0 defeat by VfL Bochum on Sun-
day.

His club appealed the ruling, saying the
sanction was too severe. A final decision
from the DFB was expected over the next
few days.

The 23-year-old German international
missed the first six weeks of the season after
being banned for pushing the referee in the
German League Cup final in July.

MNA/Reuters

an important one for us.

“We’re aware we’ve been doing very
well recently and we know we have to
| keep that good run going regardless of
who we play or leave out. I'm not pick-
ing a side to lose and the players know
that.

“If T get any off-key performances
I'll be very angry and the players
will understand that on the next selec-
tion day. Any players that have been
waiting for an opportunity must not waste
it.”

He added: “Although I was disap-
pointed with losing to Everton in the
League Cup last season at the time, I
remember thinking I wouldn’t be too
upset if we went through to the second
stage of the Champions League because
we’d have a lot of games to play.

“That proved to be the case but it’s
fair to say things are a little bit different
this season and we really want to do well
in the League Cup.”

Midfielder Lee Bowyer will miss the
West Brom game due to illness.

table with 20 points from nine games, a point
behind leaders Deportivo Coruna and one
ahead of third-placed Valencia.
Depor can stretch their advantage over
Real to four points if they win at home to
pReal Mallorca on Wednesday, while Valen-
byia have a chance to move into second place
1n their home game against Celta Vigo.

Zaragoza’s best chance came as Luciano
Galletti was put through on goal 10 metres
out on the right side of the area only to hit the
far post with his shot.

Real, once again missing injured Eng-
land midfielder David Beckham, looked dis-
jointed early on but they gradually started to
dominate from the mid-point of the first half.

Ronaldo had a decent shout for a penalty
when he was tugged in the area by Alvaro

Ten-man Real Madrid claim
draw at Zaragoza

Mabrip, 29 Oct— Real Madrid had to settle for a goalless draw at Real Zaragoza
on Tuesday after playing the final 20 minutes with 10 men.

before Raul blasted over when well placed.

Real came close to scoring three in the
space of five minutes in the second half.

With 63 minutes gone, Roberto Carlos hit
the post with a low shot and two minutes later
Raul could only shoot straight at keeper Cesar
Lainez after being put clean through.

Zinedine Zidane then beat three defenders
onasnaking runinto the area but Lainez made
another good save from the Frenchman’s low
shot. — MNA/Reuters

Leeds Utd annual losses soar

LonpoN, 29 Oct — Leeds United’s an-
nual losses have almost doubled to 49.5
million pounds, the struggling Premier
League club said on Tuesday.

Second from bottom in the English top
flight, the club announced turnover fell by
21 per cent to 64 million pounds and debt
stood at 78 million pounds, from 77.9 mil-
lion a year ago. “We have taken 20 million
pounds of costs out of the business and
rebuilt the management team. As such it is
now possible to begin to look forward with
some confidence,” chairman John McKenzie
said in a statement. The club announced it
had appointed Trevor Birch as chief execu-
tive officer— MNA/Reuters

MNA/Reuters

Juan Carlos Ferrero of Spain returns the ball to Nicolas Mahut of France, during the second
round of the Paris ATP Masters Series in Paris, on 28 October, 2003. World number one
Ferrero was given a first set scare by Mahut before sealing a 7-6, 6-4 \iclangrNET



30-10-2003 (Thursday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission
(9:00 - 10:00)

9:00

9:02

9:06

9:10
9:12

9:15
9:20
9:25
9:30
9:35
9:40
9:42

9:45
9:50

9:58

Signature Tune
Greetings

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar
(K. Ja Nu)”

Breeding of River Cat-
fish by using floating
cage in Nga-Wun
River

Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Curry of
Hilsa)

National News
Sagaing Pagoda -
studded Hills
Myuu-kywa Thanzin
Kagyo Sin

National news

Red Panda

Myanmar Modern
Song “Lodestar”

The Pathein Umbrella
National News

The Ramayana in
Myanmar (Part -7)
(INDRA'S BOW
CONTEST FOR THE
HAND OF SEETA)
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights

“Come and See
Myanmar”

30-10-2003°(Thursday)
Regular Programmes for

Viewers from Abroad
Evening Transmission

15:30

15:32

15:36

15:40
15:42

15:45
15:50
15:55
16:00
16:05
16:10
16:12

16:15
16:20

16:25
16:30
16:35
16:40
16:45
16:50
16:55
16:58

17:00
17:05

17:10

(15:30 - 17:30)
Signature Tune
Greetings

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

Breeding of River Cat-
fish by using floating
cage in Nga-Wun
River

Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Curry of
Hilsa)

National News
Sagaing Pagoda -
studded Hills
Myuu-kywa Thanzin
Kagyo Sin

National news

Red Panda

Myanmar Modern
Song “Lodestar”

The Pathein Umbrella
National News

The Ramayana in
Myanmar (Part -7)
(INDRA'S BOW
CONTEST FOR THE
HAND OF SEETA)
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”
National News
Travelogue (PyinOo-
Lwin)

Myanmar Cuisine
“Prawn Curry”
National News
Village of Palaung
Kayan Dance
Myanmar As Told By
History

National News
Thabotseik Village on
Seaside

Myanmar Modern

Song “Dream of Ngwe
Hsaung”
17:15 National News
17:20 The King of Musical
Instruments
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

17:25

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)
Signature Tune
Greetings

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar
(K. Ja Nu)”

Myanma Pearls on the
Market

Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes “Fish with
Drumstick Sour Soup”
National News

The Grand Bagaya
Monastery (INWA)
Kayah Dance

The World's Biggest
Book

National News
Village of “EN”

Song “Hill Resort
Town”

The Art of Making
Pennant

National News
Greening of Inlay Lake
Project

Song “Flourishing”
National News

The Mountain with
Antique Stone Sculp-
tures

Myanmar Cuisine
“Pineapple Salad”
National News
Myanmar's Ancient
City  Bagan
Myanmar Traditional
Marionette

19:30

19:32

19:36
19:40
19:42
19:45
19:50

19:55
19:58

20:00
20:05
20:10
20:12

20:15
20:20

20:25
20:30
20:35
20:40

20:45
20:50

20:55
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21:00
21:05

21:10
21:12
21:15
21:20

21:25

21:35

21:40
21:42

21:45
21:50
21:55
22:00
22:05
22:10
22:12

22:15
22:20

22:25

22:30
22:35

22:40
22:45
22:50
22:55
22:58

23:00

National News
Daungumaw Mudcrab
Breeding

Myanmar Modern
Song “Connected as a
Network™

Inn-Waing Waterfall
National News
Traditional Chin Cui-
sine

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic Sights
“Myanma Panorama &
Myanma Sentiment”
Breeding of River Cat-
fish by using floating
cage in Nga-Wun
River

Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Curry of
Hilsa)

National News
Sagaing Pagoda -
studded Hills
Myuu-kywa Thanzin
Kagyo Sin

National News

Red Panda

Myanmar Modern
Song “Lodestar”

The Pathein Umbrella
National News

The Ramayana in
Myanmar (Part -6)
(INDRA'S BOW
CONTEST FOR THE
HAND OF SEETA)
Song “Pleasant and
Greenish Lake”
National News
Travelogue (PyinOo-
Lwin)

Myanmar Cuisine
“Prawn Curry”
National News
Village of Palaung
Kayan Dance
Myanmar As Told By
History

National News

23:10

23:15
23:20

23:25

2340
23:42

23:45
23:50

23:05 Thabotseik Village on

Seaside

Myanmar Modern
Song “Dream of Ngwe
Hsaung”

National News

The King of Musical
Instruments

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic Sights
“Come and See
Myanmar”

30-10-2003°(Thursday) &

31-10-2003 (Friday)
Evening & Morning
Transmission
(23:30 - 01:30)
Signature Tune
Greetings

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

Breeding of River Cat-
fish using by floating
cage in Nga-Wun
River

Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Curry of
Hilsa)

National News
Sagaing Pagoda -
studded Hills

23:55 Myuu-kywa Thanzin

24:00
00:05
00:10

00:12

00:15
00:20

00:25
00:30
00:35
00:40
00:45
00:50
00:55
00:58

0100
01:05

01:10
01:15
01:20

01:25

Kagyo Sin

National News

Red Panda

Myanmar Modern
Song “Lodestar”

The Pathein Umbrella
National News

The Ramayana in
Myanmar (Part-7)
(INDRA'S BOW
CONTEST FOR THE
HAND OF SEETA)
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”
National News
Travelogue (PyinOo-
Lwin)

Myanmar Cuisine
“Prawn Curry”
National News
Village of Palaung
Kayan Dance
Myanmar As Told By
History

National News
Thabotseik Village on
Seaside

Myanmar Modern
Song “Dream of Ngwe
Hsaung”

National News

The King of Musical
Instruments

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic Sights
“Come and See
Myanmar”
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4:00 pm 6:30 pm WEATH ER
m 1. Martial song 11. Evening news
H\’ﬂlllllﬂl‘ 4:10 pm 7:00 pm Wednesday, 29 October, 2003
- 2. Songs to uphold 12. Weather report Thursday, October 30 Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
View today: National Spirit 7:05 pm 8.30 Tur];ellr}toda‘y: During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been
: 4:25 pm 3. Milo s e 835 gm I\/[rliesicnews scattered in Kachin State, isolated in upper Sagaing, Mandalay
Thursday, October 30 3 Enelish For Evervday U - Vo suceess dn soceer | g s om Perspectives and Yangon Divisions and weather has been cloudy in the re-
- bnglishror bveryday Use | 7:10 pm 8.45 am Music maining areas
7:00 am . i § .
o X . 4:35 pm 14. Musical programme 8.50 am gf;:gﬁal news/ Maximum temperature on 28-10-2003 was 34.5°C (94°F).
1. Recitation of Parittas by | 4 npicical programme 7:25 pm 9.00 am Music ) Minimum temperature on 29-10-2003 was 20.5°C (69°F). Rela-
Missionary Sayadaw U | 445 pm ) g-gg gm ll\;lltematlonal news | tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 29-10-2003 was 85%. Total
’ o . usic . .
Oattamathara 5. meoisobangeto : 15, agelosom: 1.30 pm News/Slogan sunshine hours on 28-10-2003 was (848)4 hours approx. Rainfall
7.5 . : R B3 7:35 pm 1.40 pm Lunch time music on 29-10-2003 was 3mm at Yangon Airport, nil at Kaba-Aye
4o am qSEEa3[BmnEag:ien 16. 8motias . -I'don't want to talk and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 2206 mm
2. To be healthy exercise _ € @i - §eemofioodaorglifys about;l(lv?‘od Slgwart) (86.84 inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315 mm (91.14 inches) at
ocoegd (sS§map:(gpeania:) -Nothing's gonna ° P
. 85:c0§:00q9p8 e bt Kaba-A d 2381 (93.74 inches) at central Y Maxi-
7:30 am @ ) 00§:6009, change my Tove for aba-Aye an, mm (93.74 inches) at central Yangon. Maxi
. ereen 8:00 pm you (George Bensa) | mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 5 mph from North-
3. Morning news 5:00 pm 9.00 pm Aspects of Myanmar | \eq gt (17:30) hours MST on 28-10-2003.
7:40 am 6. Cute little dancers 17. News & o?dl:;g g?itélé%nog\?es: Bay inference: According to the observations at (09:30) hrs
4. Nice and sweet song 5:15 pm 18. International news Taungthaman Lake | MST today, yesterday’s depression over West Central Bay has
9.10 pm Article/Music . p p
X . 19.  Weather report : : crossed northern part of ANDHRA Coast near
7:55 am 7. Musical programme P 9.20 pm Topics potpourri
: progl 5 - Controlling weight VISHAKAPATNAM, INDIA. Weather is partly cloudy in the
5. Dance of national races | 5:30 pm 0. yoog g4d1 eomazuxnfBs key to health Bay of Bengal.
8:05 am 8. “mgfoSsiicacsemnt” (00 [BS) [Eerf:epuogooyry 'tggrlgaygt'giieféﬁlnfy"ﬁl Forecast valid until evening of 30-10-2003Likelihood of
6. w3 cadcofn afior ced avel! 28 o meqg AEEY eopfe in recovery scattered rain or thundershowers in Kachin State and Taninthayi
. Hee qqccit gci 4. 9.30 pm Favourite songs ivision 3 i 3 i aini
1 21, “8§EeSGaempicat:” hosen b Division and weather will be partly cloudy in the remaining
8:15 am co2§é(9fifgaS) edTordondey . ﬁl\,‘fibsinNgln Long” areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).
7. Dance variety (31§08 om—eentewnd(§s) geesdt qor §ieoonfodn -I'mnot a girl, not yet State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in Myanmar
8:30 am 5:55 pm euoogodu oE(gede (%g&’:ya“spem) waters. Outlook for subsequent two days:Continuation of
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Life-long National Literary Award winner
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Life-long National Literary Award Winner Doyen Liter
Maung Htin.

Article and photo by Thwin Aye

£
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The National Literary
Award Scrutinizing Com-
mittee under the Ministry of
Information today an-
nounced the list of the Na-
tional Literary Award win-
ners. U Htin Fatt (Maung
Htin) was presented the Life-
long National Literary
Award in recognition of his
brilliant life-long efforts to
serve the interests of
Myanma literature.

Saya Maung Htin, aged
93, lives at 248, Bayintnaung
Road-4 in Insein, with fam-
ily and grandchildren. He
became famous as the writer
of Ngabathat is well-known
in the literary world. He con-
tributed stories and articles
to magazines and journals.
He won the National Liter-
ary Award for translating
Gulliver's Travels into
Myanmar that was pre-
scribed as the school text-
book. He was the Editor-in-
Chief of Yangon Newspapg
in AFPFL era. He also con-
tributed articles to other
newspapers. He told NLM

tithat he was delighted for

]

winning the award.
(Translation: KKK)

Winner of National Literary Award
(Youth Literature)

Article and photo by Thaung Win Bo

Yaynanmyay Maung
Maung Kyi, who won Na-
tional Literary Award 2002
(Youth Literature) for his
“Little flowers are fragrarit
selected short stories, started
writing poems in
Natshinnaungmagazine in
1961. As a student, he took
great interest in the writing
career, and wrote articles for
Chotaythanmagazine in
1964.

In February 1968, he
started writing short stories
in Myawadymagazine and
then worked for it as a daily
wage earner. Later, he went
through the positions till he
became assistant editor, and
then editor-in-charge. At
present, he is working as edi-
tor-in-charge at Ngwetayi
magazine published by
Myawady Book House.

Stories and articles are his
favourites. And he is the one
who won National Literary
Award for the first time for
his first-published selected
short stories.

He has produced more
than 200 short stories about
youths, and he expressed his
thanks to Myatpanyagon
book house, which published
his award-winning book.

He also said that he felt
very happy forbeing awarded,
and he also valued it very
much as it was the thing he
wanted most, and would re-
gard it as a milestone in his

environment; that he wrote
themin the interest of youths;
that it could be said that he
got his reward for his efforts
as the Government recog-
nized his goodwill.

He is a native of Chauk
and is only son of U Hla
Maung and Daw Tin Aye.
His wife is Daw Phyu Phyu
and has five children. He is
now living at No 160/2,
KauklyinLane- 1, Thuwunna.
His mentors for his writing
career are Saya U Htay
Maung, U Lay Myaing and
Chit Naing (Psychology).

Translation: KTY

life.

He added that this kind of
award was the biggest one for
all writers; that the short sto-
ries were all based on his own
experience and on the real
facts he encountered on his

National
Literary
Award
(Youth
Literature)
Winner
Yaynanmyay
Maung
Maung Kyi.

Shops, clinic opened
for contestants of
11th MTCPAC

Y ANGON, 29 Oct— Clin-
ics, welfare shops and book-
stall have been opened for
the contestants of the 11th
Myanmar Traditional Cul-
tural Performing Arts Com-
petitions at the No-1 Transit
Centre in Bayintnaung.

The Ministry of Indus-
try-1, Printing and Publish-
ing Enterprise and News and
Periodicals Enterprise, the
Ministry of Health, coopera-
tive societies, private shop-
keepers have opened con-
sumer product shops, clinics
and bookstalls, and the Min-
istry of Communication,
Posts and Telegraphs is also
providing auto-telephone
services. — MNA

Winners of National Literary Award
2002 announced

YANGON, 29 Oct — The
National Literary Award
Scrutinizing Committee un-
der the Ministry of Informa-
tion, after scrutinizing the
books published in 2002, to-
day announced the list of
writers winning National
Literary Award.

National Literary
Awards went to Ma Sandain
the novel category, Than
Myint Aung in the collec-
tion of short stories category,
Zaw Min Min Oo in the col-
lection of poems category,
Maung Khin Min (Danabyu)
inthe belles-lettres category,
Min Shwe Min (Insein) in

the children’s literature cat-
egory, Yaynanmyay Maung
Maung Kyi in the youth lit-
erature category, Hein Latt
in the translation (knowl-
edge) category, Nat Nwe in
the translation (aesthetic)
category, Ma Kyan in the
Knowledge (arts) category,
DrKyaw Than Tun (Yangon
Medical University) in the
Knowledge (Science) cat-
egory, and Dr Tun Aung
Kyaw (Optical) in the
Knowledge (Applied Sci-
ence) category.

In spite of 14 categories
in National Literary Award,
no award was won in the

Myanma culture and arts
category, the play category
and the politics category.
The award-winning writ-
ers are to contact the Sarpay
Beikman on Merchant Street
in Yangon through the tel-
ephone numbers 252560,
240048 and 381449. The
award presentation cer-
emony will be held at the
National Theatre on Myoma
Kyaung Streeton23 Novem-
ber 2003, eve of Sarsodaw
Day. The winners are re-
quested to report to the chief
editor of Sarpay Beikman not
later than 7 November.
MNA

Informative literature widens youths

global views

Article and photo by Thaung Win Bo

Writer Ma Sanda won the
2r2002 national literary award
for her novel “Saddhagan
(hexagon), 13th of her
novels.

In an interview with the
New Light of Myanmashe
said, “T"'mextremely pleased
to win the National Literary
Award. Majority of the writ-
ers have aims to contribute
towards the interest of the
nation rather than earning
money. They value honour
and acknowledgementabove
all else. After being pub-
lished, most of the readers
think that the novel should
win the award. I diffidently
hoped to win the award.”

The book was published
by Parami Publishing House.
The plot was based on six
pregnant women with dif-
ferent characters under dif-
ferent circumstances. The
novel described lives and
conditions, worries and dif-
ficulties of the would-be
mothers. She created it with
sympathy.

Ma Sanda, a daughter of
great writer Mann Tin, was
born in 1947. Her original
name is Daw Cho Cho Tin.

She entered the literary
world by contributing short
stories in magazines. Her first
novel was “Nge-thu-moh-
ma-thi-bar” writtenin 1972.

National
Literary
Award
(Novel)
Winner Ma
Sanda.

She wrote over 100 short sto-
ries, two novelettes and 13
novels. She first won the na-
tional literary award for her
“Bawa-ein-met-pan-ein
met” (Dream of life, dream
of flower) in 1994.

She won the second na-
tional literary award for her
Short Stories-3. Some of her
shortstories and novels were
translated into English, Japa-
nese, Russian, German and
Thai languages.

Although she obtained a
bachelor of architecture from
Yangon Institute of Tech-
nology in 1971, she is fond
of writing and devotes her-

self to writing career.

“In the literary world
short stories of today are ex-
cellent but novels are light.
There are a lot of short story
writers in lower and upper
Myanmar. Their writing is
sharp and bright. I'm very
glad that youths read in-
formative literature and
study it, she said.

“Youths of today have a
wide view on the world af-
fairs due to the informative
literature.

It is encouraging to note
that the State has given en-
couragement to literati.”, she
told NLM.

(Translation: NY)
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