Virati papa, to refrain from sin; this is the way to auspiciousness.
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We are today celebrating the fifty-eighth anniver-
sary of the founding of the United Nations. The Inter-
national Organization was founded with the collective
determination. It aims to eradicate the scourge of war,
to strengthen peace in conformity with justice and
international law and to respect the equal rights of
nations large and small, among others. It also aims to
use the United Nations as a centre for harmonizing the
actions of Member States in the attainment of these
common ends. Since its inception, the United Nations
has exerted tireless efforts to achieve its goals for the
benefit of humankind. Remarkable achievements have
been attained in many areas, while success has proved
to be elusive in others.

The leaders of the nations of the world greeted the
arrival of the new millennium with the adoption of the
United Nations Millennium Declaration. This impor-
tant document embodies a large number of specific
commitments aimed at improving the lot of humanity

Message from His Excellency Senior General Than Shwe,
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmg
on the occasion of the Fifty-eighth Anniversary of

United Nations Day
(Yangon, 24 October 2003)

in the new century. Among the areas on which commit-
ments have been made, peace and security are priorities.
The turn of the millennium has brought new challenges in
the field of peace and security. Strengthening respect for
the rule of law in international as in national affairs,
taking concerted action against international terrorism,
redoubling efforts to counter the world drug problem,
intensifying efforts to fight transnational crime, resolv-
ing armed conflicts, and disarmament matters are the
goals set by the Millennium Declaration to be imple-
mented by the States in this century. Other priority areas
of commitment are development and poverty eradica-
tion. In order to significantly reduce poverty and promote
development, it is essential to achieve sustained and
broad-based economic growth. The millennium develop-
ment goals highlight some of the priority areas that must
be addressed to eliminate extreme poverty. These goals
include commitments made by developed nations such as
increased development assistance and improved market

access for exports from developing countries.

This is the third year since the adoption of the
Millennium Declaration. Some progress in a few areas
have been made so far in achieving the objectives
agreed upon. Member States need to continue to under-
take appropriate measures towards their implementa-
tion.

Myanmar, as a member of the World Organization,
believes that it is important to realize the commitments
made in the Millennium Declaration in comprehen-
sive, integrated, coordinated and balanced manner at
the national, regional and international levels.

On the auspicious occasion of the fifty-eighth anni-
versary of the United Nations, we in Myanmar join
with other Member States in reaffirming our commit-
ment to purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations and pledge our fullest support for and
cooperation with the Organization in its efforts to
create a world at peace and development.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inpects oil palm plantation at the Oil Palm Cultivation Pr

y

oject of Yuzana Co Ltd in Khamaukgyi Region, Kawthoung Twnship. —

Taninthayi Division will be one of the divisions on which the State can rely economically
Vice-Senior General Maung Aye meets national entrepreneurs in Taninthayi Division

Y ANGON, 24 Oct— Vice-
Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye, accompanied by
Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Soe Win,
Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein, members of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Maung Bo

and Quartermaster-General
Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin
Aung Myint Oo, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy)
Vice-Admiral Kyi Min,
Commander-in-Chief (Air)
Maj-Gen Myat Hein, minis-
ters, deputy ministers, sen-
iormilitary officers, officials
of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Office,
and departmental heads, left
here by helicopter and ar-
rived at Kawthoung in
Taninthayi Division on 22
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October morning.

They were welcomed
there by Chairman of
Taninthayi Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Coastal Re-
gion Command Brig-Gen
Ohn Myint, Command Staff
Colonel Col Than Myint,
Tactical Operations Com-
mander Col Myint Tun, de-
partmental officials and en-
trepreneurs engaged in oil
palm plantation.

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and party pro-
ceeded to Khamaukgyi in
Kawthoung Township and
met with officers and other
ranks of Khamaukgyi
Station and their families at
the basic education high
school.

The Secretary-1 alsomet
with departmental officials,
service personnel and local
residents at Khamaukgyi
General Administration De-
partment. Kawthoung Dis-
trict Peace and Development
Council Chairman Lt-Col
Kyaw Phyo reported on edu-
cation, health, agriculture,
livestock breeding and trans-
port sectors of the town. Of-
ficials concerned reported on
tasks being carried out.

Assregardes the reports,
the Secretary-1 attended to
the needs, saying that the
service personnel assigned
duties in Khamaukgyi are to
make collective efforts as
pissible as they can for wel-
fare of local people. He added
that departmental employees

are to defend and safeguard
local people in conformity
with existing laws and only
then will they win the re-
spects of the local people.

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye arrived at the
meeting hall of Khamaukgyi
GAD and met withlocal peo-
ple and employees.

In the afternoon, they ar-
rived at oil palm farm of
Yuzana Co Ltd in
Khamaukgyi region. Chair-
man of the company U Htay
Myint presented a report,
saying that Yuzana Co Ltd
and Annawa Tun Co Ltd are
involved in Taninthayi Divi-
sion Oil Palm Project. They
launched their business on
283-acre land of oil palms in
1999 and now altogether over

40,000 acres of oil palms
have been planted so far. He
continued to say thatarrange-
ments are being made for
annual extension of 10,000
more acres of oil palms dur-
ing the period from 2004 to
2007. He reported on
strength of staff and machin-
ery, and arrangements for
construction of palm oil
mills.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye said that the re-
gion between Kawthoung
and Myeik has good poten-
tial for oil palm cultivation
and thus the government
granted permission to na-
tional entrepreneurs to run
oil palm industry there.

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Better foundations for
regional development

For equitable development of various re
gions in the country, the State Peace and D
velopment Council is implementing border
areas development projects, projects for de
velopment of the 24 development regions anf
the five rural development tasks harmoniously

With the conviction that progress in all
the 14 states and divisions will lead the entirg¢
Union to her development, the Government i
striving day in, day out for the nation to be
developed.

The 860 feet long Laynya-Mandaing
Bridge in Pyigyi Mandaing in Bokpyin Town-
ship, Taninthayi Division, built by the Bridge
Construction Special Group-3 of Public Works
was commissioned into service on 23 Octobgr
The bridge is the 162nd one among the 14Q
feet and above bridges that have been buift
since 1988.

Prize presentation of 58th Anniversary UN Day
Commemorative Essay, Poster and Painting Competitions held

YANGON, 24 Oct —
The prize presentation cer-
emony of the 58th Anniver-
sary United Nations Day
Commemorative Essay,
Poster and Painting Compe-
titions was held at the
Wunzin Minyaza Hall of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
this morning.

It was attended by
Minister for Foreign Affair
U Win Aung, Deputy Minis-
ter U Kyaw Thu, Deputy
Minister for Education Brig-
Gen Soe Win Maung, direc-
tors-general of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and the
Ministry of Education and
officials, resident representa-
tives of UN agencies, and
guests.

Minister U Win Aung
presented prizes to eighth
grader Maung Phyo Paing
Thaw of No 1 Basic Educa-
tion Middle School, South
Okkalapa Township, ninth
grader Ma Khaing Malar
Nyunt of No 1 Basic Educa-

tion High School,
Kyimyindine Township, and
ninth grader Ma Mi Mi Cho
Than of No 2 BEHS, Yinkin
Township, who won first,
second and third prizes in
BEHS level essay competi-
tion.

Deputy Minister
Brig-Gen Soe Win Maung
presented prizes to sixth
grader Ma Thazin Thet Su
Tin of Myoma BEMS,
Kyauktan Township, sixth
graderMaKhaing Myat Myo
Tun Lin of Institute of Edu-
cation Practicing School,
Kamayut Township, and
sixth grader Ma Zin Mi Mi
Thaw of BEHS-2 Latha
Township, who won first,
second and third prizes in
BEMS level poster competi-
tion.

Mr Charles James
Petrie, Resident Co-
ordinator of the United Na-
tions System’s Operational
Activities for Development
in Myanmar, presented
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Minister U Win Aung presents a prize to a winner of UN

Day Commemorative Essay, Poster and Painting Contest.

— MNA

prizes to second grader Ma
May Htu Myat Mon of
Myoma BEMS Kyauktan
Township, fourth grader
Maung Wai Yan of BEHS-4
Ahlon Township, and sec-
ond grader Maung Htet Lin
San of East Basic Education

Primary School, Kyauktan
Township, who first, sec-
ond and third prizes in BEPS
level painting competition.
After the ceremony,
the minister viewed round
the prize winning works.
MNA

Vice-Chairman of the State Peace an
Development Council Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chig
(Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye at-
tended the opening ceremony and extendg
greetings to local people.

In his speech, Vice-Senior Genera
Maung Aye said that at present, Taninthayi
Division is accessible by water, air and roa
routes and thus there lie opportunities for
development, and that the local people are {
make efforts for regional development and
boosting production at a time when the Gov
ernment, on its part, is striving for national
development.

On the Dawei-Myeik-Taninthayi-
Bokpyin-Kawthoung Union Highway, a total
of six 500 feet and above bridges— the Winwp|
Bridge, the Palauk Bridge, the Palaw Bridge
the Taninthayi Bridge, the Pathoung Bridge
and the Laynya-Mandaing Bridge— were built
spending K 2,723 million plus US$ 1.74 mil}
lion.

Although there are good foundations for
business such as fishery, agriculture and min
ing, the development of the region is slow bg-
cause of difficulties in transportation in the
division.

Thanks to the opening of Laynya-
Mandaing Bridge, one can travel straight|
through from the northernmost part of the
country to Kawthoung, the southernmost part
of the country. As speedboats are plying alonf
the Taninthayi coast, the journey to Dawei
Myeik and Kawthoung takes only a day. Be
sides, people can now use Dawei-Myeilf4
Taninthayi-Bokpyin-Kawthoung road and thus
more regional development tasks can be caf-
ried out.

People are urged to strive for regiona
development and boosting production through
the effective use of development infrastructure

kbuilt by the State.

J

Minister Maj-Gen Hla Myint Swe and Minister U Win Aung view basic education piano contest (Girl) (Agedi®s10).

11th Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competitions continue

YANGON, 24 Oct —
The 11th Myanmar Tradi-
tional Cultural Performing
Arts Competitions continued
for the eleventh day at the
designated places here to-
day.

The competitions
were attended by Members
of the Panel of Patrons of the
Committee for Holding the
Competitions Minister for
Cooperatives Maj-Gen Htay
Oo, Minister for Transport
Maj-Gen HlaMyint Swe and
Minister for Culture Maj-
Gen Kyi Aung, Vice-Chair-
man of the Leading Com-
mittee for holding the com-
petitions Deputy Minister for
Information Brig-Gen Aung
Thein, Deputy Minister for
Education Brig-Gen Soe
Win Maung, Brig-Gen Than
Tun of the Ministry of De-
fence, Director-General Lt-
Col Pe Nyein of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office and depart-
mental heads, officials of
work committees and sub-
committees, foreign tourists,
students and enthusiasts.

The song contest con-

tinued at the National Mu-
seum on Pyay Road at 9 am
today. Chairperson of the
Panel of Judges Assistant
Director Daw Tin Tin Mya
of MRTYV, Secretary Assist-
ant Engineer Daw May
Pyone Khaing and members
made judgments on the per-
formance at the contest. A
total of eight contestants par-
ticipated in the basic educa-
tion level Maha Gita song
contest for men, and 15 con-
testants in the higher educa-
tion level Maha Gita song
contest for girls (aged 10-
15).

The contest of songs
composed by amateur level
song composing contestants
continued at the Kanbawza
Theatre on Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road. Chairman of the Panel
of Judges for the contest
Bogale U Tint Aung and
members made judgments on
the performance of the con-
test. A total of 14 contestants
participated in the contest.

The piano contest
continued at the National
Theatre on Myoma Kyaung
Street in Dagon Township.

Pianist U Chit Swe and mem-
bers acted as the judges of the
contest.

A total of four con-
testants participated in the
basic education level piano
contest for boys (aged 5-10),
and eight contestants in the
basic education level piano
contest for girls (aged 5-10).
The oboe contest continued
at the Padonma Theatre on
Bagaya Road in Sangyoung
Township. A total of ten con-

testants participated in the
contest, six contestants in the
basic education level oboe
contest for for men (aged 15-
20), and four contestants in
the professional level oboe
contest. Member of Panel of
Judges U Mya Gyi and mem-
bers acted as the judges at the
contest.

The competitions
continue at the designated
places tomorrow.

Yangon Division compet
in professional level obo
contest (men)— MNA

Clerical courses conclude

YANGON, 24 Oct— | and Training Department

Deputy Minister for
Progress of Boder Areas
and National Races and De-
velopment Affairs Brig-Gen
Than Tun atteneded the
course conclusion ceremony
of Nos 27 and 28 Clerical
Courses at the central train-
ing school of the Education

this morning.

The dupty mininster
presented prizes to the out-
standing trainees and course
completion certificates to
the leaders of the trainees.
A total of 89 trainees at-
tended the 12-week courses.

MNA

Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Than Tun makes a speech atthe concluding of clerical-course

Ma Win Ke|
Khaing (a) Ma
Cho The of Chin
4 State competes
at basic educar
tion level classi
cal song contest
(girls) (Aged 10+
15).— mNA
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Nine South Asian countries agree ofr
sanitation promotion

DHakaA , 24 Oct — Nine South Asian countries Thursday unanimously agreed that the focus of proper sanitatiq
and hygiene in the region should be based on a “people centered, community-led, gender-sensitive and dema

driven” paradigm.

This was stated in the Dhaka Decla-
rationon Sanitationissued here on Thurs-
day at the closing ceremony of the first
South Asian Conference on Sanitation
(SACOSAN) attended by some 200
delegates from nine countries including
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, In-
dia, the Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

The declaration recognized the over-
all picture of sanitation in South Asia
still remains dismal, and the practice of
open defecation, unsanitary disposal of
human excreta and other unhygienic
practices by the majority of people in
the region is a serious threat to the
quality of life, control of disease and the
environment.

It pointed out some one million chil-
dren under the age five in South Asiadie
each year of water and sanitation related
diseases, such as diarrhea.

To fulfil the millennium targets to
reduce by half the number of people
without access to hygienic facilities by
2015, and to provide sanitation to all by
2025, the nine participating countries of
SACOSAN all made their commitments
to accelerate the progress of good sani-
tation and hygiene promotion in South
Asia, in order to improve people’s qual-
ity of life and reduce child mortality and
morbidity.

It was also underscored in the decla-
ration that the sanitation promotion cam-
paign should focus on providing hard-
ware subsidies only to the poorest of the
poor, who have no means of helping
themselves.

Onthe otherhand, the overall efforts
should focus on raising the sanitation
awareness among people.

Bangladeshi Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia agreed on this point, and

said on the occasion that motivation
yields more benefits than the provision
of subsidy for replacing unhygienic la-
trines.

As to the “gender-sensitive” para-
digm, experts suggested that pro-
grammes to improve sanitation should
take into account gender differentiated
demands and preferences.

In this regard, Pakistani Health Min-
ister Nasir Khan said in his speech that if
you educated a man, you educated an
individual; if you educated a woman,
you educated the whole family.

The three-day SACOSAN was
hosted by the government of Bangla-
desh, and co-sponsored by a number of
international organizations including
United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), UNDP, World Health
Organization (WHO) and World Bank.

MNA/Xinhua

~ US soldier killed, two
wounded in Iraq

BaGHDAD, 24 Oct—One US soldier was killed and two
wounded on Thursday when their convoy was hit by an
explosion near Baquba, north of Baghdad, the US military
said. US Central Command said the soldiers from the 4th
Infantry Division had been hit by an improvised explosive
device in the latest in a series of attacks on US occupying
forces.

The death brings to 105 the number of US soldiers killed
inIraq since Washington declared major conflict over on May
1. Atleast 13 US soldiers have also committed suicide in Iraq,
most of them desperate to return home, a US officer said.

Roadside bombs are popular weapons among guerrillas
who have also launched a number of suicide bomb attacks
against Western targets in Baghdad since a US-led coalition
toppled Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein in April. Iraqi police
seized a car holding two bombs on Thursday and arrested
two men in connection with it in southern Baghdad. They
also found a roadside bomb around the same time and a
second roadside explosive was found in the area later in the
day.—Internet

An Iragi man mourned after learning that a relative was killed in an explosion outs
police station in the Baghdad suburb of Al Sadr on TuesddyrerNET

UN security in

jured 150.

“The main conclusion of the panel is
that the current security management sys-
tem is dysfunctional,” said the 40-page re-
port by former Finnish president Martti
Ahtisaari, appointed by UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan to lead the investigation.

“The observance and implementation of
security regulations and procedures were
sloppy and noncompliance with security
rules commonplace,” the report said.

ide &he probe also confirmed allegations
made by US officials — that the United

Irag dysfunctional, sloppy

Unitep NaTions, 24 Oct— A chilling report of the August bombing of UN offices
in Irag says some lives might have been saved if a “dysfunctional” and “sloppy” UN
security system had heeded advance warnings and followed its own rules.

The probe by an independent panel,
released on Wednesday, blames the secu-
rity apparatus in New York and in the field
as well as top management for lapses
before the August 19 attack on UN offices
in Baghdad that killed 22 people and in-

Nations in Baghdad had refused protection
because it was uncomfortable with US tanks
and other security measures, wanting to dis-
tance itself from the occupation.

Consequently, UN officials asked the US
military to withdraw heavy equipment from
the compound in the Canal Hotel, dismantle
an observation post on the roof and remove
obstacles and concertina wire from the access
road where an orange flatbed truck approached
and exploded, the report said.

“Adequate security arrangements may
not have been able to prevent the attack
against the Canal Hotel perimeter, but would
certainly have minimized the vulnerability
of the staff and premises and reduced the
number of casualties caused by the attack,
the report said.

MNA/Reuters

Kasturirangan

population
gets |AF explosion
may stall
award development
BANGALORE, 24 Oct— in Uganda

UNDP says

KampaLA, 24 Oct— The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) has said Uganda’s development scores
could be ruined if the high maternal mortality and popula-
tion growth rates are not checked.

UNDP representative in Uganda Daouda Toure was
quoted Thursday by The New Visiomewspaper as saying
that Uganda had scored highly in the fight against HIV/
AIDS, Universal Primary Education, redressing gender
imbalances and increasing the provision of clean water

coverage. “Other areas, however, still hold a big challenge,
including low levels of sanitation which are responsible of
most of the diseases,” he said.

He said that child and maternal mortality were still
high, adding that Uganda’s maternal mortality is estimated
at 505 deaths per 100,000 women.

He said Uganda’s population growth rate of 3.4 per
cent is the third highest in the world and poses a threat to the
resource envelop of the country.— MNA/Xinhua

Former Indian Space Re-
search Organization Chair-
man Dr K Kasturirangan is
being honoured with the
prestigious Allan D Emil

Memorials dedicated to UN

staff to be unveiled

Memorial Award for
2004 by the International
Astronautical Federation.
The award announced at
the recently held 54th Inter-
national Astronautical Con-
gress (IAC) at Bremen, Ger-
many, is in recognition of
Kasturirangan’s outstanding
contributions to space sci-
ence, technology and appli-
cations and furthering inter-
national cooperation in
space, an ISRO statement
said on Wednesday.
Kasturirangan will be
presented with the award at
the 55th TAC next year to be
held at Vancouver in
Canada.— MNA/PTI

UNiTED NATIONS, 24 Oct— Two memorials dedicated to
United Nations staff who have died in the service of peace
will be unveiled Friday at the world body’s
headquarters in New York and Geneva, marking the annual
United Nations Day.

In New York, a memorial has been erected in the North
Garden at the UN complex, funded by the prize money from
the 1988 Nobel Peace Prize, which was awarded to the UN’s
peacekeeping forces. Secretary-General Kofi Annan will
make a brief statement at the unveiling. In Geneva, a memo-
rial has been built in Ariana Park, near door 20 of the Palais
des Nations in the Swiss city. This memorial has been paid
for by contributions from the Secretary-General, UN pro-
grammes and funds, UN agencies, staff associations and
individual UN staff members.

The dangers faced by UN staff in doing their daily work
have been tragically highlighted this year, especially after
22 people — including the top UN envoy, Sergio Vieira de
Mello — were killed in a terrorist bomb attack on the UN’s
headquarters in Baghdad on August 19. — MNA/PTI

Madrid, on 23 October, 2003 B ERNET

Two people march behind a banner which reads ‘War’ during a demonstration against
the International Donors Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq taking place in
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US troops in helicopters swooped dowr

on lragi village to detain all men

BaeHDAD, 24 Oct—American troops in helicopters swooped down on this remote sheepherding village in th
desertand detained nearly all the men, one as old as 81, one as young as 13. A month after the raid, apparently a
at preventing terrorists from slipping across the border from Saudi Arabia, only two of the 79 captives have bee

freed.

The sweep similar to those conducted
in Afghanistan by US special operations
troops came at a time when American
officials are concerned that foreign fight-
ers, including those loyal to Saudi exile
Osama bin Laden, are crossing into Iraq
to join the resistance against the US-led
occupation.

The US-appointed mayor of
Habbariyah and its deputy police chief
believe the Americans rounded up so
many men and boys to punish the village
because of suspicions it maintains con-
tact with desert smugglers or infiltrators
from across the border, 80 miles away.

US military officers refused to talk
about the operation, but knowledgeable
American sources, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, confirmed the basics
of the account given to The Associated
Press by six villagers, including one who
was detained and released.

Their description of what happened
Sept. 10 offers the first details of US
military operations in this border area as
well as one of the first looks at efforts to
fight the influx of foreign insurgents as
the scope of guerrilla violence against

Villagers say they heard the whir
of helicopters at dawn over
Habbariyah, a Bedouin enclave of
500 people clustered in an area about
the size of two football fields.

The village is in Anbar province,
a third of Iraq’s territory stretching
west, north and south from Baghdad
to the borders with Saudi Arabia,
Syria and Jordan. US soldiers come
under daily attack in the conserva-
tive, mostly Sunni Muslim province,
a former stronghold of support for
Saddam Hussein that includes such
hotspots as Fallujah, Ramadi and
Khaldiyah.

Over the next 10 hours, villagers

say, US troops rounded up men in-
cluding police, the elderly and teen-
agers. One woman also was seized.
All were restrained with plastic hand-
cuffs and taken to one house.
From there, US troops loaded the
captives onto the helicopters and flew
them to an air base north of the vil-
lage.

The woman, the wife of a tribal
leader, was released the next day.

Ghraib prison west of Baghdad, once
used by Saddam to house political
prisoners.

All but two remain there. Those re-
leased were 66-year-old tribal chief Sheik
Meta’ab al-Hathal and 81-year-old
Hawas Sahn Ibrahim.

The sheik’s nephew, Thamer Nayef
al-Hathal, is the U.S.-appointed mayor
of Habbariyah and two nearby villages.
He was away at the time of the raid but
heard about it from other villagers.

“’Sheik Meta’ab was questioned
about strangers in the area, a terrorist
camp the Americans thinkisinourarea,”
said the mayor.

He also said the Americans searched
every house and confiscated cash and
gold jewelry, used as currency among
Bedouin, desert tribes with a nomadic
tradition.

The nextday, the Americans, dressed
in desert camouflage and carrying semi-
automatic weapons, came to the village
the mayor was visiting.

He showed them a certificate from
coalition authorities appointing him
mayor of three communities, including

American troops increases.

The men were transported to the Abu

Habbariyah.—Internet

343 US service members killeg
since beginning of military
operations in Iraq

BAGHDAD, 24 Oct—As of Thursday, October 23, 343
US service members have died since the beginning of
military operations in Iraq , according to the Department
of Defence.

The British military has reported 50 deaths;
Denmark, one; and Ukraine, one.

On or since May 1, when President Bush declared
that major combat operations in Iraq had ended, 205 US
soldiers have died in Iraq, according to the latest
Defence Department figures.

Since the start of military operations, 1,609 US
service members have been injured as a result of hostile
action, according to US Central Command. Non-hostile
injured numbered 338.

—The latest deaths reported by US Central
Command:

—A 4th Infantry Division soldier was killed
Thursday in an attack south of Baqubah, Iraq.

—The latest identifications reported by the US
Military:

—Army Pvt Jason M Ward, 25, Tulsa, Okla.; died
Tuesday in Baghdad of non-combat causes; assigned to
2nd Battalion, 70th Armored Regiment, 1st Armored
Division, Fort Riley, Kan.

—Army Spc John P Johnson, 24, Houston; died
Tuesday in Baghdad of non-combat causes; assigned to
2nd Battalion, 6th Infantry Regiment, Ist Armored
Division, Baumholder, Germany. —Internet

lrag group said main threat to US forces

WasHINGTON, 240ct—An Iragi extremist group whose main base was destroye
by US and Kurdish forces last spring has emerged as the key terrorist threat {
American forces in Iraq , a senior US general said Thursday.

Lt Gen Norton Schwartz, director of
operations for the Pentagon ’s joint staff,
said American forces in Iraq are concen-
trating on Ansar al-Islam, a shadowy
group that the United States calls a ter-
rorist organization with links to Osama
bin Laden’s al-Qaida network.

Schwartz referred to the group as “our
principal organized terrorist adversary in
Iraq right now.”

He noted that one of Ansar’s highest-
ranking members, Aso Hawleri, was cap-
tured recently by soldiers of the US Ar-
my’s 101st Airborne Division near the
northern Iraqi city of Mosul. He would
not say whether interrogations of Hawleri

have provided any useful information.

In a memo to four of his top advisers
last week about progress in the global war
on terrorism, Defence Secretary Donald
H.Rumsfeld wrote: “Withrespect to Ansar
al-Islam, we are just getting started.” He
did not elaborate, and his chief spokes-
man, Lawrence Di Rita, declined to dis-
cuss it further when asked Thursday why
the effort against Ansar was just now
beginning.

The Pentagon has no official estimate
of the size of Ansar al-Islam, but its
members are thought to number in the
hundreds rather than thousands.

Internet

d
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A young man waves t‘h-éulre;qi flag
on 23 October, 2003 after US troops released three women who were detained Saturday.

during a demonstration in Khaldiyah, near

Hundreds of people have been demonstrating there daily to demand their relbasener

India, Oman

India hosts training programme for UN

FIIujah, Iraq

peacekeepers

GuraaoN, 24 Oct—The United Nations has picked up India as one of the countries
to train foreign military observers and police personnel for peacekeeping operations
and the first batch of 50 peacekeepers have completed their training at Bissar Village

to bolster
ties in

energy

Soldiers of US Army 4th Infantry Division blindfold a susp

sector

Dusal, 24 Oct— India
and Oman have decided to
bolster bilateral cooperation
in the energy sector by set-
ting up more joint ventures
like the fertilizer project in
the Omani gas fields of Sur
as well as initiating IT
projects by India in the Sul-
tanate.

The decision was taken
atthe fourth Indo-OmanJoint
Commission meeting which
ended in Muscat Wednes-
day. The minutes of the
meeting were signed by
Magbool bin Ali Sultan,
Omani Minister of Com-

EGlerce and Industry, and SB

with his hands tied behind his back during a weapon seargjy

operation in the village of Hamra, about 20 km (12 miles
northeast from Tikrit, Iraq on 22 October, 200ANTERNET

A ukherjee, Indian Minister
Dof State for Commerce and
Industry.— MNA/PTI

in the northern Indian state of Haryana.

About 35 UN peacekeep-
ing officials, drawn from 15
countries and some of them
without experience of the
peacekeeping operations,
were flown in here for the
simulated exercise that was
enacted to give future UN
peacekeepers an experience
of being in a conflict situa-
tion.

Joining them were 15 In-
dian Army personnel who
would soonbe flyingtoLeba-

non for UN peacekeeping
operations. An entire battal-
ion of India’s 10 Garhwal
Rifles aided the mock
excercise that created a sce-
nario of aconflict-ridden zone
in Congo, Africa, where rival
armed factions are engaged in
a war and the UN personnel
are acting as unarmed moni-
tors who are trying to bring
them to the negotiating table.

This is for the first time
that the UN is sponsoring the

peacekeeping training pro-
gramme for foreign observ-
ersinthe country, inan appar-
ent acknowledgement of
India’ssignificantroleinsuch
operations worldwide.

The training course is a
complex, over-sized enact-
ment of the United Nations’
peacekeeping role in a con-
flict-ridden country, Colonel
K K Sharma of Indian Army
told reporters here.

MNA/PTI

Britain taps green power

, building more wind farms

L onpon, 24 Oct— The British Government has given green light Wednesday to
the construction of four new wind farms off the east coast, which could power nearly
a quarter of one million homes.

The decision was an-
nounced by Energy Minis-
ter Stephen Timms ata Lon-
don conference. He said,
“We are building the first

phase of offshore wind
power and these new farms
will help us towards our tar-
get of producing 10 per cent
of our electricity from re-

newable sources by 2010.”
“Wind power is playing a
central role in the UK’s re-
newable energy revolution,”
he said. —MNA/Xinhua
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PROTESTS " AGAINST"W ARIN”’IRAQ

Australian Federal Police push protesters back as they demonstrate outside
the US Embassy in Canberra as US President George W Bush arrived, on

23 October, 2003. —INTERNET

Sydney on 22 October, 2003.—INTERNET

A protester dressed as Uncle Sam participates in an anti-Bush protest in J

WEE FRLEETINE

Protesters mocking American President Bush and Australian Prime Minis-
ter John Howard participate in an anti-Bush protest in Sydney on 22 Octo-
ber, 2003, just hours before the arrival of President George W Bush on a
21-hour visit. About 2,000 people chanting ‘Go home Bush’ and ‘Iraq for

Iraqis, troops out now’ marched the one kilometre (half a mile) from Town Protesters yell out during an anti-Bush protest in Sydney, on Wednesday,
Hall to the US consulate blocking downtown streets of the nation’s largest 22 October, 2003, just hours before the arrival of President George W Bush
city in the evening rush hour.—INTERNET on a 21-hour visit.—INTERNET

Protesters march in a anti-Bush protest rally in Sydney on 22 October, Protesters wave various flags during an anti-American demonstration near
2003, just hours before the arrival of President George W Bush on a the US Embassy in Aukar, a suburb north of Beirut. Lebanon,
21-hour visit.—INTERNET on 22 October, 2003. —INTERNET
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Charity urges clarity on lraqg
reconstruction fund

BacHDAD, 24 Oct— A prominent British aid agency accused Iraq’s US and Britis
administrators on Thursday of failing to account for four to five billion US dollars

in oil revenue and other money that is meant to go toward rebuilding the country}.

As officials from around the world gath-
ered in Madrid to hear US requests for aid for
Iraq, Christian Aid said the US-led Coalition
Provisional Authority (CPA) had not pub-
licly detailed cash flows since ousting Saddam
Hussein in April.

A spokeswoman for the CPA in Baghdad
responded only by saying the authority was
committed to full accountability in its han-
dling of Iraqi funds and was complying with
a UN resolution obliging it to do so.

Public details are scant, however.

Christian Aid said its figures were a con-
servative estimate of oil revenues collected
by the CPA since the war, prewar oil rev-
enues handed over from the UN “oil-for-
food” account and seized assets of Saddam’s
government. All but one billion US dollars
of these funds had disappeared into a “finan-
cial black hole”, it said.

The charity said failure to show where the
money has gone would fuel suspicion among
critics that funds were going to US firms

given contracts to rebuild the country.

“There is a UN mandate obliging the CPA
to account for money coming in and money
going out and they just haven’t done it,”
Dominic Nutt, one of the report’s authors,
told Reuters

“Maybe the money has all been spent
perfectly legitimately, but we don’t know
that, and the Iraqis don’t know that, and it’s
fuelling mistrust.”

A UN Security Council resolution in May
ordered the creation of anindependent watch-
dog to oversee how oil money and other Iraqi
funds were used by the CPA.

“The CPA is unequivocally committed to
maintaining the highest standards of trans-
parency and accountability in stewarding Iraqi
funds,” a CPA spokeswoman said in a state-
ment. The United Nations said on Wednes-
day that the International Advisory and Moni-
toring Board was up and running and the
world body issued ground rules covering its
operations. — MNA/Reuters

China says no need for UN to
resolve Iran nuke issue

BeuinG , 24 Oct — China welcomed on Thursday Iran’s decision to cooperate with
the International Atomic Energy Agency and said it was unnecessary for the UN
Security Council to resolve the issue.

Iran, which faced an
October 31 UN deadline to
prove it had no atomic
bomb ambitions or face
possible Security Council
sanctions, is expected to
submit key documents to
the Vienna-based TAEA
later on Thursday that it
says will prove it has no
plans to build a nuclear
bomb.

“The Chinese side be-
lieves the issue can be ap-
propriately resolved within
the framework of the IAEA
through consultation with
all parties on equal foot-

ing,” Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue
said on the ministry’s web
site.

“It is not necessary to
submit it to the UN Security
Council,” she added. China
is one of five veto-wielding
permanent members of the
Council along with the
United States, Britain, Rus-
sia and France.

US President George W
Bush has singled out Iran as
partof an “axis of evil” along
with pre-war Iraq and North
Korea. Washington has ac-
cused Iran of seeking to de-

velop nuclear weapons, and
of harbouring and assisting
terrorists — charges Tehe-
ran denies.

Zhang said Chinarecog-
nized Iran’s right to develop
a nuclear energy pro-
gramme, but called for com-
plete transparency.

She also welcomed Iran’s
decision to agree to snap in-
spections of its nuclear sites
and to freeze uranium enrich-
ment. Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister  Gulam  Ali
Khoshroo visited China on
Wednesday to explain Iran’s
decision. — MNA/Reuters

Spain Foreign Minister Ana Palacio and UN Secretary-G

BAGHDAD, 24 Oct— A US
soldier died of unidentified
sickness in Iraq’s capital city
of Baghdad, the US military
said in a statement issued on
Thursday.

The soldier from the 1st

Armoured Division collapsed
in a bunkhouse area at 9:00
p-m. (1800 GMT) Wednes-
day and was sent to hospital
where he died later, it said.
Since US President George
W Bush declared the major

US soldier dies of mysterious
sickness in Baghdad

combatin Iraq overon May 1,
103 US soldiers have died in
non-combatincidents, defined
as accidents, friendly fire and
other incidents unrelated to
hostile fire.

MNA/Xinhua

Goh Chok Tong
meets Russian
foreign minister

SINGAPORE, 24 Oct— Vis-
iting Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Igor Ivanov and Singa-
pore Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong have agreed that
there is potential to further
strengthen trade and invest-

International donors conference
on lragq opens in Madrid

MabriD, 24 Oct — The two-day international conference on the reconstruction ¢

Iraq, which gathered about 1,200 representatives from 71 countries, 20 internation
organizations and 225 private companies, opened in Madrid Thursday.

The conference would seek to “set long-
term reconstruction priorities, perhaps
stretching over 10 years or longer, draw the
participation of various countries and create
a multilateral fund” for getting Iraq back on
its feet, Spanish officials said.

eral Kofi Annan during the opening ceremony of the intefna-The first day of the conference would
tional donor’s conference for the reconstruction of Irag| ifeature technical discussions on Iraq’s needs
Madrid, Spain, on 23 October, 2003. US and Iraqj officials education, health and its electrical grid.
want billions to help rebuild Irag, Kofi Annan warned that thelihe formal pledges for Iraq will come Fri-

Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar,
and foreign ministers from Japan and Italy
would appear at the conference, while most
other countries would send lower-level del-
egations.

Separate from the two-day event, repre-
sentatives from private companies and sev-
eral business associations from more than
40 countries around the world are expected
to meet with Iraqi officials to discuss in-

might not get all they need right awayINTERNET

day, when US Secretary of State Colin Powell,

vestment opportunities. — MNA/Xinhua

ment links between Singa-
pore and Russia, a govern-
ment release said here on
Thursday. During theirmeet-
ing on Thursday afternoon,
f they had a wide- ranging
al discussion on regional and
global issues, including the
situation in the Korean Pe-
ninsula, developmentsinIraq
and Afghanistan and the threat
of terrorism, said the Press
release published by the Prime
Minister’s Office.

Ivanov also shared his
views withPrimeMinisterGoh
onthepolitical settlementproc-
ess in Chechnya, said the

release.—MNA/Xinhua

Five new members
elected to UN

Security Council

‘UNiteD NATIONS, 24 Oct—
The United Nations General
Assembly onThursday elected
Algeria, Benin, Brazil, the Phil-
ippinesand Romaniatobecome
the new five non-permanent
members of the Security Coun-
cil. The quintet will take up
theirseatsonthefirstday of next
year, replacing Bulgaria,
Cameroon, Guinea, Mexicoand
Syria, which will step down as
scheduled at the end of their
two-year terms. Thenew mem-
bers will serve on the 15-mem-
ber Council until the end of
2005 The new group were
elected according to a pre-ar-
ranged geographical distribu-
tion, whichallocated three seats
to African and Asian coun-
tries, one seat to an Eastern
European nation andoneseatto
a Latin American or Caribbean
state—MNA/Xinhua

Annan says donors’ conference
“moment of hope” for Iraqi future

MabriD, 24 Oct— UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said Thursday that the i
international donors’ conference for the reconstruction of Iraq is “a moment of hope H

for the future of Iraq.”

“For many years, the Iragi people have
suffered some of the worst privations known
to the human kind. They carry the wounds of
decades of conflict, sanctions, and unspeak-
able human rights abuses,” he said in a 10-
minute opening speech.

“Today, they are looking to this conference
for a signal that the international community is
indeed ready to help them build a new Iraq—
a stable, independent and democratic country

at peace with itself and its neighbours,” he
stressed. Delegations from 71 countries, 20
international organizations and 13 non-govern-
mental organizations attended the two-day con-
ference. Annan said that the assessment report
prepared by the United Nations and the World
Bank depicted Iraq as a country with recon-
struction needs on a monumental scale. A total
of 36.5 billion US dollars are needed in the
2004-2007 period— MNA/Xinhua

Thousands march in Madrid against Iraq conference

MADRID, 24 Oct — Sev-
eral thousand demonstra-
tors marched through the
centre of Madrid on
Thursday in a peaceful
protest against an inter-
national donors confer-
ence to fund Iraqi recon-
struction being held in the

Spanish capital.

“They say they are here
for humanitarian rea-
sons... but what they want
is to make the maximum
profit from a country de-
stroyed by a war that could
have been avoided,” said
David Llorente, astudent

from Madrid who was
marching with his par-
ents.

Demonstrators of all
ages waved colourful ban-
ners reading: “We Won’t
Pay For Your Pillage” and
“Bush’s Vultures”

MNA/Reuters

Protesters walk behind a banner criticizinQ_tFe US policy
in Iraq during a demonstration against the International
Donors Conference for the Reconstruction of Iraq taking

place in Madrid on 23 October, 2003INTERNET
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The duty defined by the national cause-2

Ketu Nila

The past successive governments of Myanmar declared
they practised democracy. The AFPFL government declared
that it would build a socialist nation with the parliamentary
democracy system. Inaccord with its national policy during the
independence struggle — independence first; the cause of
democracy second; the installation of the socialist system third
— the AFPFL aimed at building a socialist country based on
democracy.

But the parliamentary democracy of the AFPFL was only
in form. In practice, it was facing the dreadful factional preju-
dice and under the extreme ideologies. The Burma Communist
Party was expelled from the AFPFL; the Pyithu Yebaw Party
(People’s Volunteer Organization, PVO) was split into two
factions— the Yebaw Byu Party and Yebaw Wa Party —, and
the former went underground; the Kayin armed insurgency led
by Saw Ba Oo Gyi broke out; and some commanders and
officers of the Tatmadaw under the influence of BCP betrayed
the nation. The civil strife was burning high in the nation, which
had just regained independence.

The ministers of the ruling AFPFL resigned, and the then
Prime Minister retreated into telling beats at Mount Popa for
45 days. The Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces was
crushing the internal insurgency with all the available men and
arms. The prime minister had given the posts of the deputy
prime minister, the minister of home affairs and the minister of
defence to the Commander-in-Chief.

He had striven to put all the districts and townships that
were dutiful in safeguarding the nation under the administrative
machinery of the AFPFL. In addition, he was doing his best to
restore the rule of law and community peace. After finishing the
job, he resigned from the posts of deputy prime minister, the
minister of home affairs and the minister of defence, and
discharged only his original military duties. This is the record
of the Tatmadaw’s performance of the national duty in accord
with the requirement.

At a time when peace and stability was prevailing to a
certain degree in the nation, the Kuomintang troops intruded
into the Myanmar territory under the instigation of a big nation,
and the plan to contain and attack the People’s Republic of
China. The Tatmadaw launched major operations to fight a just
war. Many officers, rankers and privates of the Tatmadaw
including ace pilot Lt Peter sacrificed lives to safeguard the
nation. The culprit, a super power nation, that created the
problem of intrusion into the Myanmar territorial integrity was
exposed at the UN with firm evidence. Those events show the
Tatmadaw’s dutiful endeavours for the national cause.

While the Tatmadaw was crushing the internal and external
enemies, the Workers and Peasants Party broke away from the
Socialist Party, the main pillar of the ruling AFPFL. It later
formed the opposition party — Union of Myanmar National
Unity Front. It competed with the ruling AFPFL in the 1956
Pyithu Hluttaw and Chamber of Nationalities elections. The
AFPFL won the elections by committing infamous murders in
the nation. The then deputy prime minister of the AFPFL
declared that the government of thier party would last for 40
consecutive years. All the events showed that the AFPFL was
away from the cause of the parliamentary democracy as it was

turning towards single party capitalist dictatorship. The oppo-
sition parties criticized the AFPFL that its democracy was the
rule of the sword. Although the AFPFL won the 1956 elections,
it got only a mere ten-thousand votes more than the Pa-ma-nya-
ta. After the criticism by its chairman for its falling rate of
popularity, the AFPFL launched the party cleaning campaign.
But factional problems became more violent.

Because of the growingrift, the ruling AFPFL splitinto two
factions — the AFPFL (Clean) and the AFPFL (Stable) — in
1958. After the voting at the Hluttaw, the AFPFL (Clean)
formed the government. As its formation of the government
was against the principles of the AFPFL, the AFPFL (Stable)
criticized thatthe AFPFL (Clean) betrayed the AFPFL; and that
itexchanged the democracy with the power. The splithad cause
conflicts, beatings and killings in all the classes in the nation.

As the AFPFL (Clean) was not able to control the instabil-
ity itelected the Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services
as the Prime Minister with the approval of the Hluttaw. The
Caretaker Government led by the Commander-in-Chief re-
stored the rule of law and community peace and crushed the
internal insurgency. With the ardent efforts, the Tatmadaw
members took part in the tasks to ease the food, clothing and
shelter problems of the people and to reduce the commodity
prices. The Tatmadaw relocated the slum dwellers in Yangon
to new satellite towns — North Okkalapa, South Okkalapa and
Thaketa. Afterrestoring the peace and stability in the nation, the
Tatmadaw held the election in 1960, and transferred the State
power to AFPFL (Clean) or the Pa-hta-sa that won the majority
votes.

During the pre-election period, the AFPFL (Clean) gave
democracy courses for its members. But after winning power,
there broke out various factions in the AFPFL (Clean) due to
disagreements in sharing the power. So far, it was not able to
solve the many problems arising from the issues of the desig-
nation of the State religion and the formation of the separate
states, and some discontented Shan feudal lords and racial
extremists to secede Shan State from the Union under the
influence of the SEATO.

The danger of the Union disintegration and the loss of
independence was looming large then. In this regard, the
Tatmadaw formed the Revolutionary Council, and took over
the State duties on 2 March 1962 to restore the situation back
to normal.

Under the national policy— the national security and
socialism — the Revolutionary Council formed the Burma
Socialist Programme Party. Before the BSPP was transformed
from the cadre party to the people’s party, the Revolutionary
Council held discussions with the leaders of the political
parties; issued amnesty order; strove for restoring the internal
peace; held the workers seminars and peasants seminars;
explained its convictions for the national races; and formed the
advisory committee to forge internal unity for national re-
consolidation.

(To be continued)
(Translation: TMT)
Kyemon+Myanma Alin: 10 October 2003.

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light

*  Use the least possible amount of electricit
required in production and service enter-
prises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the|
user and others

There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving aj
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per montl
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

*  The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build 3
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

* Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased

Delegates to Chinat+Japan+ATM
arrive

Myanmar Korea Timber
Int’l Ltd holds meeting

Y ANGON, 24 Oct — Del-
egates to the Second Meet-
ing of ASEAN-China
Transport Ministers Meet-
ing Minister of Communi-
cations of China Mr Zhang
Chunxian, and delegates to
the First ASEAN-Japan
Transport Ministers Meet-
ing led by Mr Yousuke
Tsuruho, Parliamentary
Secretary, Ministry of
Land, Infrastructure and
Transport, arrived here by

air this evening. The two
meetings will be hosted by
Myanmar tomorrow.

The delegations were
welcomed at Yangon Inter-
national Airport by the am-
bassador and officials of the
embassies of PRC and Ja-
pan, and Chairman U Hla
Thaung Myint and mem-
bers of Reception and Ac-
commodation Sub-commit-
tee.

YANGON, 24 Oct —
Myanmar Korea Timber In-
ternational Ltd held its elev-
enth general meeting at the
International Business Cen-
tre on Pyay road this morn-
ing.

It was attended by
Managing Director of
Myanma Timber Enterprise
U Win Tun, Managing
Director of MKTIL Mr
Jung Han Kim, members of
Board of Directors and
Shareholders Mr S P Lim
of Daewoo International
Corporation and Mr J I
Park of Samik T R Corpo-
ration and officials and

guests.

U Win Tun, Managing
Director of Myanma Tim-
ber Enterprise and Mr Jung
Han Kim made speeches on
the occasion.

Director Mr Y G Kim
read out the Directors’
Report and the report and
financial statement were
approved. Donation of Ks
Five million for greening
fund of the Ministry of
Forestry was presented by
Mr Jung Han Kim, Manag-
ing Director of MKTIL to
U Myint Sein, Director of
Forest Department.
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Delegates to ASEAN-China+Japan Transport MinistersManaging Director of MKTL Mr Jung Han Kim presents

five million kyats to the Ministry of Forestry towards the
greening funds— u
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Taninthayi Division will...

(from page 1)

Like Yuzana oil palm
farm, other private-owned
farms are thriving and occa-
sionally they will visit the
farms, he pledged.

The government encour-
aged national entrepreneurs
and rendered necessary as-
sistance in the hope that
Taninthayi Division must be
the oil bowl of the nation as
the division is endowed with
water and land resources.
Now, over 100,000 acres can
be put under oil palms. The
nation has to spend foreign
exchange onimporting palm
oil due to insufficiency of
edible oil, he pointed out.

With extended planting
of oil palms in the division, it
will ensure edible oil suffi-
ciency and the surplus can
be exported to international
markets. Thus, running oil
palm plantations is an indus-
try that can produce import-
substitute products and itcan

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye makes a speech in meeting with oil palm entrepreneur.s at the oil palm cultivation project of Yuzana Co in Khamaukgyi Region in KawtheungArownship.

and oil palm entrepreneurs
are to make relentless en-
deavours for further boost-
ing production after laying
down lofty aims, he said.
Taninthayi Division is
blessed with favourable con-
ditions for effective exten-
sion in planting oil palms in
addition to rubber and pep-
per. Moreover, efforts are to
be made for extended culti-
vation of paddy in the vacant
and fallow land for ensuring
rice sufficiency in the region.
It is also needed to fur-
ther broaden the scope of
fishery industry which is
making  progress in
Taninthayi Division. If thor-
ough and effective measures
are taken for promotion of
such potential industries,
Taninthayi Division will be
one of the divisions on which
the State can rely economi-
cally, and it will also make
significant contribution to-
wards raising the living

ol

- S

-

promote the nation’s export
sector as well, he noted.
The government is en-
couraging the oil palm in-
dustry for it benefits both the
State and national entrepre-
neurs. It places emphasis on
promotion of transport and
security sectors in the region
for economic development
of the division including oil
palm industry. The govern-
ment has spent a huge sum of
money onimplementation of
Kawthoung-Bokpyin-
Myeik-Dawei Union High-
way. Atatime when the gov-
ernment on its part is taking
responsibilities for regional
development, local people

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye plants a oil palm t

ree at the oil palm cultiv:

Region in Kawthoung Township- Mna

standard of local residents,
he remarked. Next, Vice-
Senior General Maung Aye
signed in the visitors’ book.
Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye and party viewed the oil
palms farm of Yuzana Co
Ltd and planted some oil
palms there.

Afterwards, they headed
for Bokpyin, where they
were welcomed by Col Thura
Thet Oo Maung of Bokpyin
Station and officials.

This morning, Vice-Sen-
ior General Maung Aye and
party attended the inaugu-
rating of Laynya-Mandaing
Bridge in Bokpyin Town-
ship. Next, they visited the

Sayadaws from the monas-
teries in Bokpyin at the
prayer hall of Atuladhipati
Maha Muni Shwethalyaung
Reclining Buddha Image in
Bokpyin. They received the
Five Precepts from Dhamma
Vijaya Monastery Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Indacakka and
presented offertories to him.
They paid reverence to the
Buddha image. Next, they
inspected progress of the
Bokpyin by car.

Chairmen of the National
Health Committee Secre-
tary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win and
Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein, who accompanied
Vice-Senior General Maung

_\_1. . "f: b
ation project of Yuzana Co in Khar

N -
Vice-Senior General Maung Aye presents offertories to

o 4

Aye, together with Lt-Gen
Maung Bo, Commander
Brig-Gen Ohn Myint, Min-
ister for Health Dr Kyaw
Myint, Col Thura Thet Oo
Maung and officials, in-
spected the operation theatre
and the X-ray room of
Bokpyin Township People’s
Hospital yesterday evening.
The Secretary-2 pre-
sented cash assistance to staff
of the hospital, and Lt-Gen
Maung Bo, cash donations
for medical trust fund
through Head of Township
Health Department Dr Ko
Lay Yu. The Secretary-1and
the Secretary-2 signed in the
visitors” book. — MNA

Senior literati to be honoured

Y ANGON, 24 Oct— In commemoration of the “Sarsodaw
Day” 1363 ME, the Myanmar Writers and Journalists Asso-
ciation will organize a ceremony to pay respects to doyen
literati, aged 80 and above, in the last week of November by
providing them with cash and medicines.

Those wishing to make some donations to the ceremony
should contact the MWIJA, No 529/531, corner of Merchant
Street and 37th Street, Tel: 254173 and 252417. — MNA

Shwe Myaya Cup Invitational Hockey
tourney opens

Y ANGON, 24 Oct— Shwe

Myaya  Cup  Youth
Invitational Hockey Tourna-
ment, organized by

Myanmar Hockey Federa-
tion and Ngapali General
Services Ltd, was opened this
morning at Theinbyu Hockey
Pitch. Among the spectators
were MHF President No 2
Military Region Commander
Defence Services Records
naxikgyi Commandant Brig-
Gen Myo Myint and execu-
tives, officials of the Sports
and Physical Education De-
partment, officials of foreign
embassies and guests.

Brig-Gen Myo Myint
made an opening speech and
accepted K 1 million donated
by Managing Director of
Ngapali General Services
Ltd U Myint Naing and
hockey sport gear worth K
300000 by Managing Direc-
tor of Moving Co U Hla
Shwe.

At the opener, Defence
Services Records Office
Team-A played against
YCDC Team. Ten men
teams and four women teams
are participating in the tour-
ney which will continue till
9 November. — MNA

Erig-Gen Myo Myint accepts cash from wellwishers at the
opening of Shwe Myaya Cup Hockey TournamentiNa
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt sends
felicitations to Republic of Kazakhstan

YanGon, 25 Oct — General Khin Nyunt, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sen
a message of felicitations to His Excellency Mr Imangali Tasmagambetov, Prime Minister of t
Republic of Kazakhstan, on the occasion of the National Day of the Republic of Kazakhstan whigh
falls on 25 October 2003. —-MNA

Ceremony to
mark 58th...

(from page 16)
Nations. In the Millennium
Declaration, they identified
key objectives such as inter-
national peace, security and
disarmament; development
and poverty eradication; pro-
tecting the environment; pro-
tecting the vulnerable; and
strengthening the United
Nations. The leaders gave
pledges based on fundamen-
tal human needs, — that of
reducing poverty, providing
access to safe drinking wa-
ter, halting the spread of dis-
eases and so on. These fun-
damental human needs are
to be met by the year 2015.
We can achieve these mil-
lennium development goals
if we all make greater efforts
and if we all work together

as the Secretary-General
urges.

Myanmar remains firmly
committed to the purposes
and principles contained in
the United Nations Charter.

We sincerely believe that the
United Nations contributes
to the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security
and the promotion of devel-
opment of Member States.
Therefore, cooperation with
the United Nations is a cor-
nerstone of the foreign policy
of Myanmar. We believe that
the United Nations remains
the principal forum through
which the nations of the
world can create a stable new
world order to replace the
post cold war instability that
the international community
is currently experiencing.
In conclusion, on this
United Nations Day I would
like toreaffirm thatitis within

Minister U Win Aung reads the message of Senior oyr capability to make the
General Than Shwe to the 58th United Nations Day yorid a better place to live in
Commemorative Ceremony- MnA

il tn
Mr Charles James Petric reads the massage of UI\
Secretary General Kofi A Annan at the 58th United

Nations Day Commemorative CeremonryMNA

—aworld of peace, prosper-
ity and free from conflicts.
We need to renew our dedi-

Secretary-1
Lt-Gen Soe
Win
delivers an
address at
the 58th
United
Nations
Day
Commemo-
rative
Ceremony.
MNA

cation to the Charter of our
world body. Myanmar hopes
that the United Nations and
its agencies will continue to
support our efforts for the
well-being and development
of the people of Myanmar.

I wish you a good day.

Next, Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Win Aung
read out the message from
Senior General Than Shwe,
Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council of
the Union of Myanmar. Mes-
sage from Mr Kofi A Annan,
Secretary-General of the
United Nations, was read by
Resident Co-ordinator Mr
Charles James Petrie.

Later, those who attended
the ceremony were presented
cultural performance by
artistes of the Department of
Fine Arts.

MNA

The Secretary-General's

Message on United Nations Day
24 October 2003

Dear friends all over the world,

These are difficult times, for the world and for the
United Nations.

In Iraq and in many other regions, violence and
terror continue to bring death and suffering to inno-
cent people. In August, the United Nations itself suf-
fered a brutal assault on its Baghdad headquarters. We
lost some of our dearest friends and colleagues. You,
the peoples of the world, lost some of your best and
most dedicated servants.

But on this United Nations Day, let us not mourn
or be downcast. Let us rather remember what our
colleagues were in Iraq to do: to help the Iraqi peo-
ple rebuild their country, after years of war, oppres-
sion and isolation —just as other United Nations
workers are in other war-torn countries, helping to
relieve suffering, restore peace and build new insti-
tutions.

We must continue that work of serving humanity
wherever its needs are greatest. We must continue help-
ing you, the peoples of the world, to find common
solutions to common problems. And we will.

We will continue our efforts to tackle poverty, dis-
ease, climate change, and the spread of small arms.
And we will also work together to fight terrorism and
the spread of weapons of mass destruction. We do not
have to choose. The United Nations must confront all
these threats at once.

To do so successfully, it may be necessary to
make changes in our international system, including
the United Nations itself. By and large, I believe our
Organization has served humanity well for fifty-eight
years. But it has never been perfect, and the time
may well have come to improve it. I have urged all
governments to think about that, and I am appointing
a panel of wise men and women, to make sugges-
tions.

In the end, governments will decide. But they will
make the effort to reach agreement only if you, the
peoples, tell them clearly what you expect — what
kind of world you want to live in. I rely on you to do
that. And I believe that if you do make your voices
heard, loudly and firmly enough, we can indeed win
through this crisis and build a better world, based on
the rule of law. Let us all persevere, in the knowledge
that we are all contributing to a better future, for our-
selves and for our children.

United Nations Information Centre, Yangon

Maha Janaka marionette

contest continues

Y ANGON, 24 Oct— Maha
Janaka marionette contest of
the 11th Myanmar Tradi-

Tint Hsan, Commander of
No 4 Military Region Col
Yan Naing Oo, officials of

tional Cultural Performing
Arts Competitions continued
for the fourth day at the Na-
tional Theatre on Myoma
Kyaung Street in Dagon

Township this evening.
Among the audience
were Chairman of the Work
Committee for holding the
Ponna Byan troupe of Mon State takes part in marionett@mpetitions Commander of
contest— MNA No 3 Military Region Col

respective work committees
and sub-committees and
artistes.

Ponna Byan marionette
troupe of Mon State took part
in the contest with artistic
performances today.

Ayar Hlaing marionette
troupe of Ayeyawady Divi-
sion will participate in the
contest tomorrow. — MNA

Those in attendance at the 58th United Nations Day Commemorative Ceremary
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Prime Minister addresses...
(from page 16)

Prosperity signed with China included cooperation in po-

litical, economic, social, regional and international spheres.

Its main objective is to contribute towards peace and

development with the improvement of friendship and co-

operation during the 21st Century.

At ASEAN-India Summit, ASEAN-India Joint Decla-
ration on cooperation in the fight against international
terrorism was confirmed. Its main objective is to cooperate
to enhance capability in the fight against terrorism. The
declaration benefited Myanmar much since it has obtained
the opportunity to take part in the international cooperation
in the fight against terrorism.

At the ASEAN-Japan Summit, Framework Agreement
on Comprehensive Economic Cooperation was signed. As
Joint Declaration on Comprehensive Economic Partner-
ship-CEP was signed in Phnom Penh, the framework that
includes spheres to be cooperated, times and principles was
signed again at the summit.

The Framework ASEAN-India Economic Cooperation
Agreement includes measures to be taken and time frames.
The particular spheres of cooperation are trade in goods,
trade in services, investment, areas of economic coopera-
tion and early harvest programme.

In the protocol amending the ASEAN-China Compre-
hensive Economic Cooperation Agreement signed by
ASEAN and Chinese economic ministers, the framework
agreement ratified by ASEAN and Chinese leaders yester-
year was signed again to make some amendment to it.
According to this framework agreement, the ASEAN-
ChinaFree Trade Area will be implemented within a period
of 10 years. Generally speaking, the 9th ASEAN Summit is
very crucial for the ASEAN. At a time when the unity of
ASEAN and the prospects of economic cooperation is
under watch by the world, the successfully signing of Bali
Concord II can be defined as a lucid determination to create
an ASEAN region where peace, economy and culture
flourish. Members of the ASEAN are to strive earnestly to

QliNA—

Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects construction of Pincha Bridge

YANGON, 24 Oct—Mem-
ber of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-
Gen Ye Myint of the Minis-
try of Defence, accompanied
by Minister for Religious
Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung, officials of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Office, the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation, the Ministry of
Construction, and the Min-
istry of Progress of Border
Areas and National Races

and Development Affairs
arrived at Pincha Bridge
construction project site in
Singaing Township on 23
October morning.

At the briefing hall, In
Charge of the Project As-
sistant Engineer U Maung
Maung Thwinreported to Lt-
Gen Ye Myint on work to be
carried out and volume of
work.

Deputy Chief Engineer
of Public Works U Sai Thein
Maung gave a supplemen-

tary report.

After giving necessary
instructions, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint inspected progress of
work.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint
and party proceeded to
Myitnge Bridge construction
projectsite on Yangon-Man-
dalay Highway and inspected
construction of the approach
road and casting of the con-
crete beams.

Next, they arrived at the
briefing hall of the construc-

tion project on Myitnge bank
where In Charge of the
project Senior Engineer U
Soe Minreported on progress
of work, set up of Pier No 6,
requirements to Lt-Gen Ye
Myint who fulfilled the
needs.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint
and party inspected set up of
Pier No 6 and Pier for the
approach bridge, and con-
struction of approach struc-
ture.

MNA

practically serve the interest of all.
A glance atother agreements will reveal thatthe ASEAN
needs to cooperate with China, Japan, South Korea and

India for the long run for in such sgheres as politics,
(See page 15)

Foreign Affairs Minister sends

felicitations to Kazakhstan

YANGON, 25 Oct — U Win Aung, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a
message of felicitations to His Excellency Mr
Kasymzhomart K Tokayev, Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on the occasion of the
National Day of the Republic of Kazakhstan which falls
on 25 October 2003. — MNA

Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe donates cash for free surgig
operation for those with inborn deformation to Dr Da
Aye Kyi Sein at Taunggyi Sao San Tun Hospitaliva

Armed Forces Day Organizing Leading Committee holds

YANGON, 24 Oct — The
first coordination meeting of
the Leading Committee for
Organizing 59th Anniversary
Armed Forces Day took place
at Yangon Command this af-
ternoon. Chairman of the
committee member of the
State Peace and Development
Council Chief of Armed
Forces Training Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win made an address
on the occasion.

Also present were Chair-
man of Management Com-
mittee for Organizing 59th
Anniversary Armed Forces
Day Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe, Minister for
Home Affairs Col Tin Hlaing,
Chief of Staff (Navy) Rear
Admiral Soe Thein, Vice-
chiefs of Armed Forces
Training Maj-Gen Win
Myint, Maj-Gen Aung Kyi
and Brig-Gen Nyan Win,
Vice Adjutant-General Brig-
Gen Hla Shwe, Vice Quar-
termaster-General Brig-Gen

aKhin Maung Tun, Deputy
inister for Information U
Thein Sein, Deputy Minister

coord meetin

for Education Brig-Gen Soe
Win Maung, and others.
First, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
made an address. He said the
58th Anniversary Armed
Forces Day could be held
successfully due to the con-
certed efforts of
Tatmadawmen and depart-
mental officials. So, more
concerted efforts are to be
made for holding the 59th
Armed Forces Day ata grand

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win addresses the first coordination meeting of the leading committee for

scale and ge needs of all
committees are to be pre-
sented at the meeting, he
added.

Next, Secretary of the
leading committee Deputy
Adjutant-General Col Tin
Soe read out the resolutions
of the meeting on review the
previous accomplishment.
Management Committee
Chairman Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe and officials

of the work committee and
the subcommittees reported
on preparations and plans of
their committees.

Officials of the MPF,
FSD and MRCS reported on
plans to take part in the
armed forces day parade.
Those present also took part
in the general round of dis-
cussions. Later, Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win made closing re-
marks. — MNA

the 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Daymxa

Free surgical operation conducted on patients with inbred deformation in Taunggyi

YANGON, 24 Oct —
Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association
President Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe, together with Vice-
President Dr Daw Tin Lin
Myint and CEC members,
yesterday morning visited
Sao San Tun Hospital in
Taunggyi, where they en-
couraged the undertakings
for free surgical treatment
being given to patients with
inbred malformation under

arrangement  of  the
MMCWA.
At the theatre of the hos-

pital, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe and party also encour-

aged the surgical operation
on cleft lips and palate pa-
tients and provided cash as-
sistance and requirements
to them.

At the out-patient hall,
Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe
addressed a cash donation
ceremony for the
MMCWA’s free surgical
treatment for patients suf-
fered from inborn deforma-
tion.

For the surgical opera-
tion, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe donated K 612,304
through medical superin-
tendent Dr Daw Aye Kyi
Seinand K 844,200 through

Specialist Dr Daw Nu Nu
Yi, followed by words of
thanks spoken by Daw Win
Win Nu, Patron of the Su-
pervisory Committee for
Shan State (South) MCWA.
Surgical operation was
conducted on 56 patients.
Next, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe and party looked into
the youth training camp (1/
2003), opened at the
Taunggyi Hotel and spon-
sored by Supervisory Com-
mittee for Shan State (South)
MCWA under the juvenile
reproductive health pro-
gramme (MYA/02/P06)
jointly conducted by the

MMCWA and the UN Popu-
lation Funds.

Later, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe and party viewed the
documentary photos of youth
activities displayed at the
hall. Altogether 40 youths
from 16 townships in south-
ern Shan State are attending
the camp.

DrDaw Tin Lin Myint, a
member of the group of Dr
Daw Khin Win Shwe, at-
tended the opening ceremony
of the delivery room of
MCWA (Branch) in Taungni
model village, Taunggyi
Township.

CEC member Daw Yu

ZaNaand Daw Win Win Nu
formally opened the deliv-
ery room.

Next, Dr Daw Tin Lin
Myintunveiled the signboard
of the delivery room and
viewed roundittogether with
the guests.

After Dr Daw Tin Lin
Myint had spoken on the
occasion, DrKhin Aung Cho,
health officer of southern
Shan State, briefed on the
emergence of the delivery
room.

Later, Daw Win Win Nu
accepted equipment neces-
sary for the delivery room;
and the president of MCWA

of Taungni model village,
clothes for villagers.

On the occasion, the Su-
pervisory Committee for
Southern Shan State
MCWA, the Work Commit-
tee for Women’s Affairs, the
Eastern Command, the Shan
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council and the
Taunggyi Township MCWA
donated K 100,000 each for
the delivery room.

The donations were ac-
cepted by the presidents of
Taunggyi Township MCWA
and the MCWA (Branch) of
Taungni model village.

MNA
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic

development of all regions in the country

.

Panhlaing sluice

in Nyaungdon,
Ayeyawady
Division was
completed in
1994-1995 and is
beneficial to over
20,000 acres of

farmland.

PHOTO: MNA

(AT
49092249924

There have emerged

265 river water
pumping projects
across the nation

which is now
benefiting 28,210
acres of farmland.
The photo shows
Ngathayauk River
Water Pumping
Project in NyaungU
Township. — pHOTO:
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The emergence of the Bwetgyi Dam in Aunglan Township, Magway Division will help improve the agricultural sector as
well as raise the socio-economy of local people.—PHOTO: MNA
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BUILD UP KMOWLEDGE
BY RLADIRG AWD LEARHIRD

Thousands of books are waiting to give you

knowledge free of charge

ADDERTISEMENTS

Belarus detains mobile firm
managers over fraud

Minsk, 24 Oct—Belarus’
KGB secret service said on
Wednesday it had detained
several top managers of the
country’s biggest mobile op-
erator Velcom on charges of
embezzlement and abuse of
power.

The KGB said the probe
was aimed at the individuals
rather than the company,
jointly owned by Belarussian
state telecom companies and
Cyprus firm SB Telecom.
Belarussian officials have
said they want to review the

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “GEE HONG” VOY NO (315)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GEE HONG Voy
No (315) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving
on 25-10-2003 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of M.LT.T where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of
the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11.20
am and 12 noon to 4 pm into Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S EAGLE CORPORATION

Phone : 256908,378316,376797

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV “QING CHUN MEN" VOY NO (045)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV QING CHUN MEN
Voy No (045) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 26-10-2003 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s

risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions

of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11.20
am and 12 noon to 4 pm into Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S INTERASIA LINE
Phone : 256908,378316,376797

privatization of Velcom.

“Events were developing
very quickly. Yesterday, in
the afternoon, we started
searches and detentions,”
KGB spokesman Alexander
Bazanov told Reuters.

“The criminal case was
launched on charges of em-
bezzlement. We are talking
about really large amounts,
figures with six zeroes,” he
said.

The KGB has no ques-
tions regarding Velcom’s
business, Bazanov said. “The
company itself is not an ob-
ject of interest for investiga-
tors. We are interested that
these events should have
no effect on the mobile
operator’s activities.”

Velcomofficials were not
immediately available for
comment.

The telecoms sector has
been one of the best perform-
ers in Belarus’ lacklustre

economy with three mobile
operators competing inamar-
ket of 10 million people.

Velcom and its major ri-
val Belarussian MTS, owned
by Russia’s biggest mobile
operator Mobile Tele Sys-
tems, dominate the market.
Velcom had about 550,000
subscribers on September 1,
while MTS had about 300,000
clients.

Belarus, which will soon
borderanexpanded European
Union, is considered one of
the most difficult ex-Soviet
states in which to do busi-
ness. Foreign investment
since independence in 1991
has totalled a mere 30 US
dollars per capita.

The Belarussianeconomy
is still run along Soviet-era
lines with the government
controlling prices for most
products and ordering
companies what to produce.

MNA/Reuters
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GREETINGS

A happy Deepavali to all
our relatives, friends, and
customers.
Ava Laundry
297, MahabandoolaRoad,
Phone- 245575, 282642
09-5000-826
Yangon.

Brazil, Ukraine agree
to cooperate in spaceflight

BrasiLia, 24 Oct — Bra-
zil and Ukraine recently
reached an agreement on
long-term cooperation in
spaceflight. This agreement
was signed by Brazilian
President Luis Inacio Lula
da Silva and visiting Ukrain-
ian President Leonid
Kuchma.

According to the agree-
ment, the two countries will
launch commercial satellites
by means of Ukrainian Cy-
clone-4rockets in the Bra-

zil’s Alcantara Satellite
Launch Centre and provide
service for other clients in
sending commercial satel-
lites.

Brazilian Defence Min-
ister Jose Viegas Filho ex-
plained the reason for the co-
operation — Ukraine mas-
ters advanced carrier rockets
technology but has no good
launch ground, while Brazil
owns good launch ground but
lacks carrier rockets.

MNA/Xinhua

ARRIVAL/CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “MANDALAY” VOY NO 110/N

Consignees of cargo carried on MV “MANDALAY”
Voy No 110/N are hereby notified that the vessel has arrived
at Yangon port on 26-10-2003 and will be berthing on about
27-10-2003 and cargoes will be discharged into the premises
of Myanma Port Authority where it will lie at the consign-
ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the bye-laws and
conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11.30and 12 noon to 4 pm into Claims Day now declared as
the third day after final discharge of cargo from vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

CONTAINER FEEDER SERVICE
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone : 293147,296507,295754
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Boeing to stop
production of

“757" model

SHANGHAIL 24 Oct — US-
based aircraft maker Boeing
will stop production of its
757model by the end 0f2004,
sources with Boeing’s China
company told Xinhua re-
cently. With good technical
support, Boeing will keep its
757planes to continue opera-
tioninthe coming years. Over
the past 20 years, Boeing de-
livered more than 1,000 such
planes to 55 clients, includ-
ing China’s Shanghai Air-
lines, which has seven of the
aircraft.

Alan Mulally, president
and CEO of Boeing Group,
said the decision to stop pro-
duction was made on the mar-
ket situation. He predicted
thatin the future, the 737and
7E7 models will meet the
market demand for 757-like
planes.—MNA/Xinhua

British grandmother leaves on 1st polar

NEw YOrk, 24 Oct — A
63-year-old English grand-
mother of three, and her co-
pilot took off from New York
in a cherry-red helicopter on
Wednesday on a quest to be-
come the first to fly achopper
around the world via the South
and North Poles.

The 30,000-mile, 5-1/2-
month “Polar First” journey
will take Jennifer Murray and
Colin Bodill, 53, down the
east coast of the Americas to
Antarctica and then up the
west coast to the Arctic be-
fore returning to New York
in April.

chopper flight

They plansome 160 stops
on the trip, many highlight-
ing projects sponsored by the
‘World Wildlife Fund to raise
awareness of environmental
and conservation issues.

Helping see them off was
Sarah Ferguson, the former
wife of Britain’s Prince
Andrew. Ferguson is a friend
of Murray and herself a li-
censed chopper pilot.

“Are you terrified?”
Ferguson asked as she
hugged Murray, outfitted in
a blue jumpsuit.

“What Jennifer is doing
today is something we all

Two Jordanian pilots killed in
military plane crash

AmmaM, 24 Oct — Two
pilots of the Jordanian Air
Force were killed in a plane
crash, the official Petranews
agency quoted a military
source as saying on Wednes-
day.

The tragedy occurred on
Tuesday evening, when the
aircraft was on a regular
training mission, the source

said, adding that the pilots,
Lieutenant-Colonel Malouh
Awad Saleh and Lieutenant
Malek Ghazi Abdullah Al
Sukhni, were killed in the
accident.

On Sunday, another Jor-
danian military aircraft
crashed due to technical fault
and the pilot was killed.

MNA/Xinhua

should look up to. I think
you’re incredible. What
you’redoingis saying dreams
are possible,” added
Ferguson, who pledged to
join them later in their Bell
407 helicopter for aleg of the
trip.

Thebiggestdangers could
be faced when they cross 500
miles oficy waters from Chile
to Antarctica, where tempera-
tures can plunge to minus-50
Fahrenheit (minus 45 Centi-
grade), and high winds whip
across 9,000-foot mountains.

Murray said she was
egged on to tackle the adven-
ture by Bodill, who tracked
her in a microlight aircraft in
2000 when she became the
first woman to circumnavi-
gate the world solo in a heli-
copter.

“Colin kept on pushing
me. ‘Come on, we’ve got to
go for the big one,”” said
Murray. The trip is expected
to cost about 1.6 million
US dollars, most from
sponsorships from 30 com-
panies, including Reuters.

MNA/Reuters
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India Inc opens largest-ever
trade show in China

BEuiNg, 24 Oct—
Launching the largest-ever
Indian industrial exposition
here Thursday, Indian Fed-
eral Commerce and Indus-
try Minister ArunJaitely said
that a dynamic India, enjoy-
ing political stability and
economic growth, is ready
to join hands with China to
accelerate trade ties to
achieve the targeted USD 10
billion in bilateral trade by
end of 2004.

Noting that India-China
economic relations have wit-
nessed qualitative transfor-
mation in recent years,
Jaitely observed that during
the first eight months of this
year, bilateral trade has al-
ready crossed the four bil-
lion US dollar mark.

“At the current rate, the
bilateral trade target of 10

billion US dollars that our
two Prime Ministers have
set for us is within reach,”
Jaitely said while inaugurat-
ing the Made inIndia’ Show,
jointly organised by the Con-
federation of Indian Indus-
try (CII) and the Indian em-
bassy here. Jaitely stressed
that the reform process initi-
ated by India has not been
affected by change of gov-
ernments in the country.

“Changes in govern-
ments has not changed the
direcion of the reform proc-
ess,” he said while stressing
that the Indian economy has
registered impressive expan-
sion and growth in the last
two decades.

“Over the last 12 years,
the Indian economy has
maintained an average an-
nual growth of over six per

cent. We have targeted an
eight per cent growth over
the next five years, and we
aim to double the Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) within
the next decade,” he told the
captains of Indian and Chi-
neseindustries here ata well-
attended openings ceremony.
“Indiais acountry onthe
move. Wehave aninherently
strong economy, a growing
andaccessible domestic mar-
ket and rich pool of human
resources,” Jaitley said while
stressing that India’s vision
for 2020 is not too different

from that of China’s.
MNA/PTI

A Russian Sikhoi SU-27 jet fighter performs during the air base opening ceremony in Kant,

some 20 km southeast of Bishkek on 23 October, 2003. Russian President Vladimir Putin

opened an airbase in Kyrgyzstan on Thursday, Russia’s first post-Soviet military outpost
abroad and a springboard for reviving its clout in volatile Central AsiaTerNET

Israeli researchers
say certain nuts
reduce heart risk

JERUSALEM, 24 Oct— Israeliresearchers have foun

that certain kinds of nuts are good for one’s health and
are able to help reducing the risk of heart attacks, the

Jerusalem Posteported Wednesday.

Walnuts, peanuts, macadamia nuts, pistachios, al-
monds, hazelnuts, brazil nuts, cashews and pecans will all
do the trick — if eaten in moderation, the report said.

The findings were first published in an article, written
by Dr. Nir Barak with the Rabin Medical Centre and Dr.
Yatzhel Brenner with the Meir Hospital, in the latest issue
of the Hebrew-language Internal Medicine Review.

These nuts contain flavonoids, arginine, Vitamin E,
copper, fibre, and folic acid, all of which promote healthy

hearts, the researchers said.

They concluded that including 30 grammes of the nuts in
adaily diet can reduce the levels of dangerous fats in the blood.
Previous researches had notinvestigated different types

of nuts, only “nuts in general”, the report said.
The combined studies involved tens of thousands of

Chinese scientists call for
attention to “AIDS” control

BeuinG , 24 Oct—Twenty-two prestigious Chinese scientists have warned that

AIDS would become a “nationwide scourge” in 10 years’ time, unless prompt, efficie|
prevention and control measures were taken.

The experts gave such
warnings when reporting on
the progress of the “121 Joint
ActionPlan”, which,launched
inMarch this year, istoend on
December 1 — World AIDS
Day. With“LiveandLetLive”
as the theme, the plan is spon-
sored by the Chinese Founda-
tion for Prevention of STD
and AIDS, a professional
AIDS prevention and control
institution.

According to relevant
official breakdowns, China
has about one million AIDS
carriers, scattered in all 31
provinces and autonomous
regions nationwide. However,
experts hold that the actual
number of carriers is bigger
and that the figure would pos-
sibly exceed 10 million in the
year 2010, if no adequate

timely and essential measures
are taken. Zeng Yi, a re-
nowned AIDS expert with the
Chinese Ministry of Health,
remarked that both the gov-
ernment and the public under-
estimated the possibility that
AIDS might be widely epi-
demic in next 10 years.

The society as a whole
was not fully aware of the
importance and urgency of
AIDS prevention and control
and there remained a lot to be
done in terms of policy mak-
ing, extensive publicity and
scientific researches, he ac-
knowledged.

Zeng said it was of vital
importance to increase the
awareness of the general pub-
lic.

In view of a fund short-
age in AIDS prevention and
control, scientists hoped that
the industry and business cir-
cles would initially support
theplan. Theindustry andbusi-
ness communities play a cru-
cial part in today’s society,
and their financial support to
AIDS prevention and control
would be useful, meaningful
and respectable, said He
Zuoxiu, a noted academician
of Chinese academy of sci-
ences. The plan’s committee
set this November as “AIDS
Care Month”, which is ex-
pectedto feature ahostof char-
ity activities including a
benefit performance in the
Great Hall of the People on
December 1.—MNA/Xinhua

Egyptian twin
back on
ventilator

DaLLas, 24 Oct— One

t of the Egyptian twins formerly
conjoined atthe crown of their
heads was put back on a me-
chanical ventilator, and his
brother was recovering
strength in his limbs, doctors
said on Wednesday.

Dr.James Thomas, chief
of critical care services at Chil-
dren’s Medical Center in Dal-
las where 2-year-old Ahmed
and Mohamed Ibrahim were
separated on October 12, said
Ahmed was placed back on
the ventilator after being re-
moved from the device on
Tuesday.

Ahmed initially did well
after being removed and
smiled at his father, Thomas
said, but swelling in his throat
made it difficult for him to
breathe on his own.

“This represents a minor

men and women aged 34 to 84, it added. — MNA/Xinhua

An Indian girl lights a Deepawal

-

i lamp on the eve of the Hindu festival of ‘Diw:
festival of lights, in Ahmedabad the main city of the western Indian state of Gujal

L
ali’,

Yang Liwei instills more
national self-confidence

BewinG, 24 Oct—China’s first manned space flight
has given the nation a new sense of self confidence gng,

served as an inspiration to younger generations, soci

commentators believe.
Astronaut Yang Liwei,
38, became aninstantnational
hero after his solo orbit of the
earthin the Shenzhou-Ypace
capsule this month and his
name was even registered as
brand and Internet domain
names. “Yang’s 21-hour
space journey showed that
ourcountry hasbegunto ‘fly’,
54 years after Chairman Mao
Zedong, the founder of New
China, declared the Chinese
people had ‘stood up’,” said
one e-mail on the
xinhuanet.com web site.
“Yang Liwei is a first-

I

thate individual who displayed

on 23 October, 2003. Hindus in India and around the world light lamps in their hameeisntists in space,” said Yu

during Diwali to symbolize the victory of good over evilNTERNET

%ﬁtth&t@reat work of Chinese

Guoming, aprofessor of Peo-

ple’s University of China.

Yang, who notched up
1,350flying hours as a fighter
pilot, underwent five years of
rigid physical, psychological
and technical training and
eventually completing more
than 200 operations in his
space flight. “T regard Mr.
Yang as a hero,” said Yu.

In his opinion, the space
flight was a success for Yang
and a collective achievement
of all the scientists and tech-
nologists related to the pro-
gramme, which indicated the
comprehensive capability of
China’s economy, technol-
ogy, national defence and its
rallying force.

MNA/Xinhua

complication of mechanical
ventilation and doesn’t affect
hisneurologicrecovery,” Tho-
mas said.

Mohamed has been off a
ventilator since the weekend
and is regaining movement in
e right side of his body,
which has been weak since he
regained consciousness last
week.

“Physicians, nurses and
therapists caring for the boys
continue tobe optimistic about
their progress,” Thomas said.

Bothboys have shakena
low-grade feverand have been
taken off of antibiotics.

It will take weeks to de-
termine if they suffered any
brain damage from an opera-
tion in which a team of five
neurosurgeons separated brain
material the boys shared as
well as the shared circulatory
systems that fed blood to their
brains.

The boys were born in a
town 800 kilometres south of
Cairo on June 2, 2001.

MNA/Reuters
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Marseille send dossier on Barthe

to French federation

MarseiLLE (France), 24 Oct— Olympique Marseille, hop-
ing to persuade FIFA to allow the loan of Fabien Barthez
from Manchester United, have sent a “serious and solid’
dossier on the matter to the French football federation.

The France keeper was presented to the Press on Thursday
and has already trained with the Marseille reserves but he
requires FIFA permission to move to Marseille outside the
transfer window, which reopens in January.

“We have this morning sent a request that Fabien be allowed
to play for OM which relies on extremely serious and solid
arguments,” said Marseille president Christophe Bouchet.

This request has been sent to the French federation which will
send it to FIFA, world soccer’s ruling body, if it agrees with it.
The French league has already said there are no legal reasons why
the transfer should not be allowed.

Bouchet gave no details about the contents of the dossier.
Barthez is number three keeper at United and needs to play first
team soccer to guarantee his place in France’s Euro 2004 team.

News of Barthez’ possible arrival at Marseille has coincided
with league and Champions League defeats for his former team,
with whom he won the European Cup in 1993.—MNA/Reuters|

Real Madrid’s Luis Figo, centy is congratulated by his teammates David Beckham, left| gpgl
Zinedine Zidane after scoring a goal against Partizan of Belgradegitheir Champions
League group F soccer match in Madrid, Spain on 22 October,-20Q8rNET

STUTTGART, 24 Oct— VIB Stuttgart
earned their second win in three Champions
League matches with a comfortable 2-0
victory over Panathinaikos in Group E on
Wednesday.

The German side, second in the
Bundesliga after nine games without de-
feat, opened the scoring in the 13th minute
with a diving header by Hungary striker
Imre Szabics.

Stuttgart, who beat Manchester United
2-1 in their previous Group E match, made
it 2-0 some 12 minutes later with a close-
range header by midfielder and captain
Zvonimir Soldo.

Stuttgart raced forward from the kickoff
and threatened when midfielder Horst Heldt
hit the side netting from the edge of the box
on 12 minutes.

Szabics put them in front seconds later
and central defender Marcelo Bordon fired
just wide from long range in the 21st minute
before Soldo, the best player on the pitch,
put Stuttgart firmly in control.

Btuttgart ease to victory over Panathinaikos

The second half was not as lively as
Stuttgart dropped the pace but Panathinaikos
failed to take advantage and only threatened
once when a long-range drive by midfielder
Angelos Basinas brought a superb save from
Stuttgart goalkeeper Timo Hildebrand.

MNA/Reuters

Beckham set to miss
Real Madrid's league game

MabrD, 24 Oct— David Beckham was
almost certain to miss Real Madrid’s next
league game due to an injury, the Spanish
club said on Thursday.

Beckham strained a right hamstring during
training this week and aggravated the injury
during Madrid’s 1-0 Champions League
home victory over Partizan Belgrade on
Wednesday.

The club’s doctor Alfonso del Corral told
Real website that Beckham was “99 per cent
likely” to miss Saturday’s home game against
Racing de Santander. — MNA/Xinhua

SIEMENS

Mobila

Raul header gives Real third straight win

MapbRrip, 24 Oct— A ghosted header from Raul proved just enough to give belo
par Real Madrid a 1-0 victory over Partizan Belgrade on Wednesday and keep th
nine-times European Cup winners top of Group F with maximum points from three

games.

Real struggled to make headway in a
drab first half at the Bernabeu but claimed
the lead when Raul got the faintest of touches
to a powerful Luis Figo header seven min-
utes before the break.

It was Raul’s 45th goal in the Champions
League and took him to within four of former
Real Madrid forward Alfredo di Stefano’s
all-time European Cup record.

There was precious little else to note
about a poor Real display in the opening
period but a more positive approach from
Partizan led to an entertaining second half.

Ivica Iliev and Ljubinko Drulovic both
went close just after the break and the home
defence had several more uncomfortable
moments as the second half wore on.

Real also looked far more dangerous
after the break and only brilliant goalkeeping
from Djordje Pantic prevented them adding
to their lead.

Pantic kept David Beckham out at his
near post in the 65th minute and also pulled
off sharp saves from Figo, Ronaldo and
substitute Santiago Solari.

With Iker Casillas also in eye-catching
form, there were no further goals and Real
held on for a valuable win that leaves them
all but certain of a place in the knock-out
stages.

Partizan coach Lothar Matthaeus could
be proud of his side’s plucky display, and for

keeping Real down to one goal, but the Serbia

Afro-Asian Games not accorde
official status byFIFA

HypEeraBaD (India), 24 Oct— Hosts In-
dia beat Rwanda 3-1 in a game of the Afro-
Asian Games soccer tournament which has
not been accorded the official status by
soccer’s world governing body FIFA.

Soccer tournament began two days be-
fore the opening ceremony of the Afro-
Asian Games scheduled on Friday. As In-
dian players celebrating their victory, the
tournament itself has received several set-
backs.

Several games have been rescheduled
due to heavy rain and last- minute replace-
ment. Only the game between India and
Rwanda had been played.

According to Junji Ogura, FIFA’s rep-
resentative to the Afro-Asian Games, that
the best teams from the two continents did
come to the games was part of the reason

why FIFA would not accord official status
to the games’ soccer tournament.

“Definitely, the best teams from the two

continents are not here. Ideally, the best
teams should have been in Hyderabad, but
we understand that due to the previous
-commitments and as the top African play-
gers are currently doing duty for their clubs
in Europe, the best teams were not avail-
able,” said the Japanese, amember of FIFA’s
Executive Committee.—MNA/Reuters

jLate Poborsky goal
gives Sparta first win

PRAGUE, 24 Oct— Experienced midfielder
Karel Poborsky pounced six minutes from
time to give Sparta Prague a 2-1 victory over
Turkey’s Besiktas in Champions League
Group G on Wednesday.

Poborsky volleyed home the winner in
front of a sparse crowd to hand the Czech
side their first win of the group phase.

Besiktas took the field a decidedly weak-
ened team, with striker Ilhan Mansiz sus-
pended and midfielder Tumer Metin out with
an ankle injury. But the Turkish side looked
the better of the two for the first 45 minutes,
controlling the play for the most part and
creating what few chances there were.

It was atale of two halves for Sparta as the
players shed their indifferent form in the
second half and began to probe the three-
man Besiktas rearguard.

Sparta finally broke the deadlock in the
58th minute when striker Libor Sionko found
Lukas Zelenka on the left side of the penalty
box. Zelenka slipped past the Besiktas de-
fence and slotted the ball into the net to put
the home side 1-0 up.

Their lead lasted only two minutes. Sparta
keeper Jaromir Blazek clumsily brought down
Sergen Yalcin and Spanish referee Manuel
Enrique Mejuto Gonzalez immediately
pointed to the penalty spot.—MNA/Reuters

& Montenegro champions have just a point
from three matches.

Real are well used to visiting teams at the
Bernabeu keeping 10 men behind the ball but
they seemed at a loss as to how to break down
the disciplined Partizan defence.

Zinedine Zidane made a couple of prom-
ising runs from midfield and Ronaldo was an
intermittent menace in the Partizan box but
otherwise Real had to rely on set-pieces.

With 10 minutes gone, Beckham floated
over a free-kick for Roberto Carlos to crack
just over.

Ronaldo’s quick free kick created further
problems with Raul beating his marker only
to head wide.

Figo then skewed his shot wide from a
good position after Ronaldo had teed up the
Portuguese winger.

Almost inevitably, Real’s opener came
from a dead ball situation.

Beckham swung a corner out towards the
penalty spot for Figo to head towards goal
and Raul to supply the finishing touch.

Casillas was almost caught cold in the
47th minute, when he spilled a snap shot from
Tliev, the Spanish keeper gathering gratefully
at the second attempt.

A few minutes later, Drulovic almost lev-
elled the scores, his first-time blast from 12

Porto’s deserved victory makes them
favourites to take second place in Group F
behind likely group winners Real Madrid,
who beat Partizan Belgrade 1-0 at the
Bernabeu, and piled the pressure on Mar-
seille’s controversial coach Alain Perrin
whose tactics and preparation for the game
appeared questionable.

In an open and attractive contest, Ivory
Coast striker Didier Drogba struck his fifth
goal in the competition this season to put
Marseille ahead after 24 minutes.

But Porto replied in style with goals
from midfielder Maniche on 31 minutes
and Brazilian Derlei four minutes later to
take control and leave Marseille frustrated
and disjointed as they toiled in vain for an
equalizer.

Russian substitute Dmitri Alenitchev
scored Porto’s third with a simple tap-in to
conclude a slick passing move in the 81st
minute, eight minutes after he had come on.

However, Marseille, lifted by the pace of
their own Russian substitute striker Dmitri
Sytchev, rallied to pull one back when Steve

metres going just over.—MNA/Reuters

Marlet headed in from a free kick with six

Slick Porto outplay vulnerable Marseille

MarsEILLE, 24 Oct— Porto recovered after falling a goal behind to outplay a
defensively vulnerable Olympique Marseille and win 3-2 in their Champions League
clash at the Stade Velodrome on Wednesday.

minutes of normal time remaining.

The victory was critical for Porto whose
coach Jose Mourinho said he could not toler-
ate the idea of not winning what he believed
to be a decisive contest for the runners-up
place. After three matches, Real lead the
table with nine points followed by Porto on
four, Marseille with three and Partizan, whose
defeat in Spain leaves them bottom with just
one point.

It was Porto’s first win on French soil in
a European tie since the  1964-65 season
when they won at Olympique Lyon.

But Perrin, under fire for failing to coun-
ter Porto’s impressive five-man midfield and
questioned about the wisdom of signing
Manchester United goalkeeper Fabien
Barthez in the run-up to such an important
game, shrugged off his critics.

Marseille appeared to be nervous from
the start. Porto made a high-tempo opening
and quickly stretched the home defence with
swift interchanges and passing moves, but it
was Marseille who had the first chance when
Drogba shot over after three minutes.

MNA/Reuters




Prime Minister addresses...

(from page 16)

economy, trade, elimination
of terrorism and information
technology so as to become
a giant political and eco-
nomic force with a lot of
promises to stand firmly not
only in the region but also
among the international com-
munity. As the combination
of ASEAN with China and
India gave birth to a vast
economic cooperation zone
that constitutes almost one
third of world population, it
can be said that the ASEAN
has become stronger.

The agreements of the
recent 9th ASEAN Summit
could accelerate the pace of

success and cooperation of
the ASEAN. Therefore, min-
istries concerned are neces-
sary to take quick and har-
monious steps in respective
sectors for the realization of
these agreements.

Later, U Win Aung, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs, re-
ported on the signing of Bali
ConcordII; and ASEAN-Ja-
pan, ASEAN-China,
ASEAN-Indiaand ASEAN-
Korea agreements on coop-
eration in economic, educa-
tional and cultural sectors;
and tasks to be implemented.

Deputy Minister U Kyaw
Thu also reported on matters

relating to the “Protocol to

Amend Framework Agree-
menton Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Cooperation Between
the ASEAN and the People’s
Republic of China”.

Next, Minister Brig-Gen
Pyi Sone, Minister U Aung
Thaung, Minister Maj-Gen
Saw Lwin, Minister Brig-
Gen Thein Zaw, Minister
Maj-Gen Hla Tun, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Than
Htay and Deputy Minister
DrMya Oo reported on tasks
to be carried out by respec-
tive ministries in accord with
the ASEAN agreements.

Afterhearing the reports,
Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt gave instructions and
made concluding remarks.

MNA
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Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe presents cash and kind to cleft and palate patients at Taunggyi

F |

Sao San Tun Hospitak- Mmna
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Views exchanged for use of Mekong river’s water course

YANGON, 24 Oct —
Accompanied by Laotian
Ambassador to Myanmar
Mr Chan Thavy Bodhisane
and party, Minister of the
Ministry of Communication,
Transport, Post and Con-
struction Mr Bouathong
Vong Lokhan of Lao PDR,
who is now attending the
9th ASEAN Transport Min-
isters Meeting (ATM),
called on Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe, Minister for
Transport, at the latter’s of-
fice this morning.

Minister Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe meets Mr
Bouathong Vong Lokha
Minister of Communica
tion, Transport, Post an
Construction of Lao BR.
MNA

At the meeting, they
exchanged views on the use
of Mekong river’s water
course between Myanmar
and Laos and mutual coop-

eration.

On the occasion, Maj-
Gen Hla Myint Swe was ac-
companied by Brig-Gen
Myo Tin, Officer on Special

Duty, and U Chit Khin, Di-
rector-General of the Depart-
ment for Water Resources
and Improvement of River
Systems. —MNA

YANGON, 24 Oct—
The uncut jade out of jade
mined at the jade mining
plots by Myanma Gems En-
terprise of the Ministry of
Mines and the private com-
panies will be sold in kyat
through competitive bidding.

The uncut jade will
be sold with the aim of ena-
bling the companies that are
jointly cooperating with the
government to generate their
incomes swiftly, of boost-
ing the jade trading in the
region in accord with rules
and regulations of MGE, of
enabling the gems entrepre-
neurs to obtain the uncut jade
in production of the polished
jade, of reducing and elimi-
nating of the smuggling the
jade out of the country, and
of selling the quality jade in
foreign currency at the 41st
Myanma Gems Emporium
to be held in March 2004

after cutting the uncut jade
bought in kyat at the sale of
jade.

The sale of jade will
be held at the Jade Mining
Division (Lonke) in Phakant
Township in accord with the
prescribed rules and regula-
tions. The gem merchants
will be allowed to view and
examine the jade lots from
10 to 12 December 2003.
The jade lots will be sold
through competitive bidding
from 13 to 16 December.

Contact is to be made
to Myanma Gems Enterprise
(Head Office) Yangon; the
Jade Mining Division
(Lonke); and the Jade Min-
ing Divisions (Camp Office),
Myitkyinaand Mandalay for
registration to attend the sale
of jade, drawing the applica-
tions and other information
beginning 10 November.

MNA

Jade to be sold in kyat at Jade
Mining Division (Lonke),
Phakant Township

P

YANGON, 24 Oct —
MaShanPu(a) Ma Aye Huan
was arrested together wtih
0.215 kilo of heroin, hidden
in 17 soap cases, after acom-
bined team comprising mem-
bers of the local intelligence
unit, the Myitkyina Anti-

Heroin and raw opium seized

drug Squad and the Hopin
Police Station, acting on in-
formation, searched the
house of Ma Aye living in
Ward 10 of Takwin Village,
Hopin, on 20 September.
In a similar action, a
combined team formed with

L
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Ma Aye seen with seized narcoties Mna

members of the local intelli-
gence unit and the Monywa
Anti-drug Squad, on a tip-
off, inspected two chicken-
egg boxes belonging to Than
Hline and Ma Mu Aung on a
vessel bound for Homalin
from Monywa on 6 October.

The authorities discovered
three packages of raw opium
weighing 10.77 kilos. Action
isbeing taken against the drug
pushers by the police stations
concerned under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Law. — MNA
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State Peace and Development Council
Chairman Senior General Than Shwe send
felicitations to Republic of Kazakhstan

YaNGoN, 25 Oct — Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and Developm
Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency Mr Nursultah
A Nazarbayev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on the occasion of the National Day of
Republic of Kazakhstan which falls on 25 October 2003. -MNA
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Prime Minister addresses ASEAN Steering

Committee Me

YANGON, 24 Oct—The ASEAN Steering Committee
Meeting No 2/2003 was held at the meeting hall of Zeyathiri
Beikman on Konmyinttha here at 3 pm today, with an
address by Chairman of the ASEAN Steering Committee
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.

Present on the occasion were Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Soe Win, minis-
ters, the chairman of the Civil Service Selection and Train-
ing Board, the Judge Advocate-General, deputy ministers,
the deputy auditor-general, members of the ASEAN Steer-
ing Committee, officials of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office, heads of departments and officials.

In his address, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt said
that the Myanmar delegation attended the 9th ASEAN
Summit and Summits of the ASEAN Heads of State/
Government and Heads of State/Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, Japan and the Republic of Korea

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt makes a spe

eting No 2/2003

Cooperation. The Treaty included the basic principles to be
followed in international relations, and will also contribute
to forging peace in the region.

Likewise, ASEAN member countries signed Frame-
work Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Coopera-
tion with Japan and India, and with China at the summit held
in Cambodia last year.

The economic agreements were aimed to establish free
trade areas in ten years. The Republic of Korea also offered
to hold discussions for signing such economic agreement.
China, Japan, ROK and India enthusiastically joined hands
with ASEAN nations to boost economic cooperation.

After signing the agreements, it is incumbent upon the
member countries to implement them. In the process, the
respective ministries play akey role. Therefore, the meeting
was held to enable respective ministries to fully realize the
tasks and arrangements.

D

Four political objectives
Stability of the State, community peacd
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring Stat
Constitution ﬂ
Building of a new modern develope
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the basg
and all-round development of other
sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented|
economic system
Development of the economy invitingf
participation in terms of technical know-
how and investments from source
inside the country and abroad
The initiative to shape the national econom
must be kept in the hands of the State and
the national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

q

ech at the meeting 2/2003 of the ASEAN Steering Committee.

i

and ASEAN-India Summit held in Bali, Indonesia on 7 and
8 October, and signed agreements. Of the agreements signed,
the Bali Concord II was the historic milestone for the
ASEAN Summits. The Bali Concord II has been able to
draw the long-term goals of ASEAN.

In addition, the Heads of State/Government of ASEAN
countries and China issued Joint Declaration on Strategic
Partnership for Peace and Prosperity. With the India, the
ASEAN confirmed the Declaration on Cooperation in the
Fight Against International Terrorism. It can be assumed
that the ASEAN is meeting with success politically as China
and India took part in the signing of the Treaty of Amity and

The Bali Concord II will serve the long-term interest of
the countries in the region including Myanmar since it is
mainly based on the three pillars — ASEAN Security
Community, ASEAN Economic Community and ASEAN
Social-Cultural Community.

The ASEAN Security Community is to establish a more
secure and peaceful ASEAN region by handling problems
among countries in the region peacefully and respecting
sovereignty of one country by another without interfering in
other’s internal affairs and contribute towards peace through
further cooperation among ASEAN nations.

The ASEAN Economic Community is to alleviate pov-

erty and bridge socio-economic gap with the emergence of
the sole market and production area in ASEAN region
facilitating free flow of commodities, services and invest-
ments. The ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community is to estab-
lish a peaceful society through exchange of culture, more
contact and understanding among scholars and artistes, non-
occurrence of contagious diseases, improvement of the
education standard, and enhancement of the living standard
of people from all walks of life, to be in conformity with
ASEAN Vision 2020.

Joint Declaration on Strategic Partnership for Peace and

(See page 10)

Ceremony to mar

YANGON, 24 Oct — A ceremony to mark 58th Anniver-
sary United Nations Day was held at the Thabin hall of the
Pyithu Hluttaw building on Pyay Road here this evening,
attended by Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development
Council of the Union of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win.

It was also attended by wife of the Secretary-1 Daw Than
Than Nwe, Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe and wife, ministers, the chief-justice, the
attorney-general, the chairman of the Civil Service Selec-
tion and Training Board, deputy ministers and their wives,
Acting Dean of Diplomatic Corps in Myanmar Philippine
Ambassador Mme Phoebe A Gomaz, ambassadors and
charges d’affaires of foreign missions in Yangon, Resident
Co-ordinator of the United Nations System’s Operational
Activities for Development in Myanmar Mr Charles James
Petrie, resident representatives and officials of UN agencies,
departmental heads, delegates of Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association, local and foreign journalists and
guests.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win made a speech. He said:

It is my pleasure to be with you to mark this auspicious

k 58th Anniversary United Nations Day held

United Nations Day. The United Nations was born fifty
eight years ago today. It was established in the aftermath of
the terrible tragedy that was the Second World War. The
United Nations Charter states that the UN was established to
save succeeding generations from the scourge of war. Its
purposes were defined as maintaining international peace
and security and promoting development. Its principles are
based on international law which enshrines equality of
Member States, respect for sovereignty and non-interfer-
ence in internal affairs among others. The United Nations
started in 1945 with a membership of 51 States. Today the
United Nations has 191 Member States. Indeed there is no
other international organization which is more universal,
which represents the whole human family as the United
Nations does.

Inoverhalfacentury of its existence, the United Nations
has faced many challenges and seized many opportunities
for the good of humankind. Compared to 1945, the world
today is profoundly different and complex. But as the key
international forum for multilateralism, the role of the
United Nations remains as important as ever. The United

Nations will be as successful as its Member States make it.

Our institution was conceived for an international world; we
now live in a global world. The latest world revolution has
delivered information technology (IT) to us. The IT revolu-
tion has brought about profound globalization. The oppor-
tunities and challenges of globalization and a globalized
village make the central role of the United Nations even
more increasingly important.

Forus, the United Nations continues to represent the best
hope for humankind. In this age, the maintenance of inter-
national peace and security and the promotion of interna-
tional cooperation and development make the role of the
United Nations more important than ever. We firmly believe
that the United Nations plays a pivotal role in the close link
between peace and development. Peace and security in the
world can only be secured by economic development of the
whole human family. There can be no lasting peace without
development. As the United Nations Secretary-General said
on several occasions, “There are many things that the
world’s people can achieve, if we all work together”.

World leaders greeted a new millennium with a firm
reaffirmation of faith and commitment in the United

(See page 9)



