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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye extends greetings at
Laynya-Mandaing Bridge opening ceremony.
MNA

State making relentless efforts for fulfilling socio-economy of all national

people residing in Union and strengthening national reconsolidation
Vice-Senior General Maung Aye attends opening of Laynya-Mandaing Bridge

YANGON, 23 Oct—The opening of Laynya-Mandaing
Bridge in Pyigyi Mandaing in Bokpyin Township, Taninthayi
Division, constructed by the Bridge Construction Special
Group-3 of Public Works, was held this morning, attended
by Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development
Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye.

Also present on the occasion were Secretary-1 of the
SPDC Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein,
members of the SPDC Lt-Gen Maung Bo, Quartermaster-
General Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Kyi Min, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Air) Maj-Gen Myat Hein, Taninthayi
Division PDC Chairman Coastal Region Command Com-
mander Brig-Gen Ohn Myint, ministers, deputy ministers,
senior military officers, officials from the SPDC Office,
departmental heads, divisional officials, district and town-
ship level officials, township PDC chairmen and depart-
mental officials, Chief Engineer U Hla Min and engineers,

staff, local people, teachers and students, USDA members,
social organization members and others.

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein made an address on the
occasion. He said the newly-opened 860-feet long bridge
built on Laynya River is of reinforced concrete type.
Taninthayi Division in the southernmost part of the country
is a coastal region which relies on air and water transport.
Although there are good foundations for enterprises such as
fishery, agriculture and mining, the development of the
region is slow because of difficulties in security and trans-
portation.

To be able to overcome this situation, in accordance with
the guidance of Head of State Senior General Than Shwe,
officials went down to the grassroots level and attended to
the needs. The party led by Vice-Senior General Maung Aye
himself had arrived to inspect the development tasks and to
attend the opening ceremony of the bridge.

The projects being implemented by the State in the
division include building of the strategic Dawei-Myeik-
Taninthayi-Bokpyin-Kawthoung Highway and river- and

creek-crossing bridges. The 154-mile long Dawei-Myeik
road section and the 55-mile long Myeik-Taninthayi road
section became tarred ones and cars have regularly been
plying on them. Altogether 14 miles of the remaining
Taninthayi-Bokpyin road section has been tarred and over
70 miles of the road has been upgraded into a gravel one.
Similarly, a total of 34 miles of the 142-mile long Bokpyin-
Kawthoung road has been tarred and over 100 miles of the
road has been upgraded into a gravel one. Although the
Kawthoug-Bokpyin-Taninthayi road that was serviceable
only in the open season in the past still needs to be upgraded
in order that, it can be used in all seasons.

In constructing the Dawei-Myeik-Taninthayi-
Bokpyin-Kawthoung Union Highway, all necessary river-
and creek-crossing bridges along the highway have com-
pletely been constructed. Altogether six bridges which
are over 500 feet and above in length —the Winwa
Bridge, the Palauk Bridge, the Palaw Bridge, the
Taninthayi Bridge, the Pathoung Bridge and the

(See page 8)

Newly-opened Laynya-Mandaing Bridge in Bokpyin Townshipina

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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For development of gems
market and increase of
national income

The Union of Myanmar is rich in natu-
ral resources and the demand for Myanmar's|
precious stones such as jade and rubies in th
world market has become stronger and
stronger.

The Ministry of Mines, in coordination
with national gem merchants, holds Myanma
Gems Emporiums in March and October everyj
year for the development of gems trading en
terprises and gems market at home and fo

national income.

The Mid-year Gems Emporium 2003 was
held from 17 to 22 October and gem, jade an
pearl lots were sold to local and foreign gen
merchants through tender and competitive bid-|
ding systems.

A total of 348 jade lots worth over 6 mil-
lion euro were sold from 17 to 19 October, 44
gem lots worth more than 8 million euro from
20 to 21 October and 44 pearl lots worth nearly

15 million euro. Moreover, the sale of jewel
lery, jade and gems including jade figurines a
fixed prices fetched more than 15 million euro

A total of 838 gem merchants — 45]
from 176 companies from nine countries ang

porium.

Myanma Gems Enterprise has now
opened the Gems Trading Centre so that na
tional gem merchants, in coordination with
Myanma Foreign Trade Bank, Customs De-
partment and other respective departments

ing the intervals between the emporiums. A
present, measures are being taken by MGE ti
hold more gems emporiums and extend gen
trading.

We would like to urge all the national
gem merchants to cooperate with respectivi
departments for the development of gem
kmarket and for raising the national income.J

increasing State revenues, private income anfl

Lt-Gen Ye Myint pays reverence to remains of Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Nandobhasa in PyinOoLwin

YaNGoNn, 23 Oct —
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the Min-
istry of Defence, accompa-

nied by Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung and officials
of the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Office, the

Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation, the Ministry of
Construction and the Minis-
try for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races and

Lt-Gen Ye Myint fulfils reqwrements for the final rites of Presiding Nayaka

‘ the requirements.

Development Affairs, left
Kyaukse for Nyaungpin Aing
Tawya Monastery in
PyinOoLwin, Mandalay Di-
vision, yesterday morning.
They paid homage to the re-
mains of Presiding Sayadaw
of Nyaungpin Aing Tawya
Monastery in PyinOoLwin
and Nyaungpin Aing Tawya
Monastery in Salingyi Agga
Maha Saddhamma
Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta
Nandobhasa. The Sayadaw,
aged 82, vasa63, passed away
at 4.35 am on 20 October.
Commander of
PwinOoLwin Station Brig-
Gen Min Aung Hlaing re-
ported on arrangements be-
ing made for holding the fi-
nalrites of the Sayadaw after
forming the panel of patrons,
the leading committee and
subcommittes, and schedules
for fixing day and time for
holding the final rites.
Lt-Gen Ye Myint fulfilled

150,000 euro on 22 October, fetching more thT

381 from 146 local companies attended the enj-

can sell and export uncut gems and jades durt

[
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Maha Janaka marionette
contest continues

YANGON, 23 Oct — The
Maha Janaka marionette con-
test of the 11th Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Per-
forming Arts Competitions
continued for the third day at
National Theatre on Myoma
Kyaung Street in Dagon
Township this evening.

Among the audience
were member of panel of
patrons of the committee for
holding the competitions
Chairman of the leading
committee Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
member of panel of patrons
of the committee for holding
the competitions Minister
for Culture Maj-Gen Kyi
Aung, Chairman of the work
committee Commander of
No 3 Military Region Col
Tint Hsan, Commander of
No 4 Military Region Col
Yan Naing Oo, officials of

the work committee and sub- |

committees and artistes.

Tawwin marionette
troupe of Yangon Division
took part in the contest with
the accompaniment of Pantra
Sein Hla Myaing Saing
troupe today.

Ponna Byan marionette
troupe of Mon State will par-
ticipate in the contest which
will continue at the same
venue tomorrow. — MNA

Sayadaw Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta Nandobhasa MNA
Programmes of performing arts competitions continue

YANGON, 23 Oct — The programmesforthetenthday DevelopmentCouncil,Com- onMyoma Kyaung Street in

11th Myanmar Traditional | here today at designated | mander of Yangon Com- | Dagon Township this morn-

Cultural Performing Arts
Competitions, which are be-
ing held to perpetuate the
national character and tradi-
tional culture and keep them
inhigh esteem, continued the

the Boys Basic Education Level Religious Song
Contest. (Aged10-15) at 11th MTCPAG. MNA

places.

The competitions were
watched by Chairman of the
Leading Committee for the
Competitions, Chairman of
‘Yangon Division Peace and

Ma Lein
Sein of Chin
State
competes at|
the Grils
Basic
Education
Level
Modern-
classic Song
Contest
(Aged 15-
20) at 11th
MTCPAC
MNA

mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
Vice-Chairman of the Lead-
ing Committee for the Com-
petitions Deputy Minister for
Information Brig-Gen Aung
Thein, Brig-Gen Than Tun
of the Ministry of Defence,
Deputy Commander Col Wai
Lwin, Director-General of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Office Lt-
Col Pe Nyein, departmental
heads, members of work
committees and subcommit-
tees, enthusiasts, and visit-
ing tourists.

The song contest was
held at the National Museum
on Pyay Road at 9 am.

at  Chairperson of the panel

of judges Daw Tin Tin Mya,
secretary Daw May Pyone
Khine and members made
assessment of the contests.
In the religious song contest
at higher education level
(men), 13 contestants from
states and divisions took part
with the song “Aung-si-
byaw-than”.

Altogether 15 contestants
took part in the girls’ mod-
ern classical song contest at
basic education level (aged
15-20) with the song “Phet-
phu-hsin-khin-khin-kyaik-
tai”. The programmes for the
song contest will continue
tomorrow.

The music contest took
place at the National Theatre

ing.

Among the members of
the panel of judges were
Sandaya U Chit Swe and
members.

Altogether five contest-
ants took part in the piano
contest at professional level
(male) with the song “Taung-
zam-byu-pine (Yodaya)”;
and two contestants at pro-
fessional level (female) with
the song “Shwe-nyi-la-hnint-
myin-khin”.

Altogether 14 girls com-
peted in the girls’ piano con-
test at basic education level
(aged 10-15) with the song
“Kye-se-ta-man”.

The harp contest took
place at Padonma Theatre .
Four contestants took partin
the competition at higher
education level (male), and
seven at higher education
level (female) with the same
song.

Four contestants took
part in boys’ harp contest at
basic education level (aged
15-20) and seven in girls’
harp contest at basic educa-
tion level (aged 10-15).

The song-composition
contest at basic education
level (aged 15-20) was held
at the Kambawza Theatre of
the Fine Arts Department.
Seven contestants took part
in it.

MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe enjoys the performance of Yangon Division marionettee troupe at the Maha Janaka Drama- Gentest.




US soldiers fire in air to
disperse Baghdad protest

BacHpAD, 23 Oct—US soldiers fired above the heads of thousands of Iragi government workers protesting
Tuesday after hearing that the Americans had detained a woman for refusing to be searched using a sniffer dg

A Reuterscorrespondent said US
soldiers fired a few shots in the air to
disperse a furious crowd at a complex
of government buildings in Baghdad
that includes the oil, electricity, trade
and irrigation ministries.

There were no reports of casual-
ties.

“I have been coming here for 27
years and now they (Americans) are
searching us with dogs. We are Mus-
lims,” Saadiya Ahmad, an oil ministry
engineer said.

Dogs are considered unclean in Is-
lamic culture.

A man who gave hisname as Sabeeh
said US troops had handcuffed a woman
employee and forced her to stand in the

sun for an hour because she had refused
to undergo a sniffer dog search.

Several people said the woman was
carrying a Koranin her handbag, which
had made her even more determined to
resist the search.

There was no immediate comment
from the US military.

Sniffer dogs are routinely used to
search employees for explosives at
government ministries as a precaution
against bomb attacks.

Zainab Assim, an oil ministry em-
ployee, said she had tried to inter-
vene when her colleague refused the
search.

“I told them (the Americans) to
stop it and a woman soldier slapped
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me across the face,” she said. “Every
day the dogs put their noses inside our
bags and slobber over our belong-
ings.”

Word of the incident spread like
wildfire among ministry employees
arriving for work.

“Down, down USA,” the crowd
shouted, as someone began waving an
Iraqi flag. “Hold your head up high,
you are an Iraqi,” they chanted.

‘When Ibrahim Bahr al-Uloum, the
oil minister appointed by Iraq’s US-
appointed Governing Council,
emerged on the steps of his ministry,
he was greeted with cries of “Go back,
go back, you agent.”

MNA/Reuters

=}

~ Two US soldiers
wounded near Fallujah

BagHDAD, 23 Oct—Two US soldiers were injured in a
bomb attack on their convoy in western Irag on Tues-
day, Qatar-based al-Jazeera TV channel said.

A military vehicle was seen catching fire and two sol-
diers were evacuated after the attack, which took place near
Fallujah, 50 kilometres west of Baghdad, the pan-Arab
channel quoted witnesses as saying.

The US troops then searched nearby villages for assail-
ants, an action usually conducted by American forces after
being attacked. The incident followed two days of intensi-
fied resistance in the same area, where a US ammunition
convoy was bombed, killing one soldier and wounding five
others. The restive days came after two voice messages
purportedly from al-Qaeda’s chief Osama bin Laden
were aired by al-Jazeera last Saturday calling for more
attacks against the United States. — MNA/Xinhua

«

An Iragi woman holds a baby as soldiers of US Army 4th Infantry Division search he|
for weapons in the village of Hamra, about 10 miles northeast of Tikrit, Iraq, on 22

detained several suspects believed to be involved in deadly attacks on American tro
uncovered a weapons cache buried in the farming communltytERNET

2003. During raids early Wednesday near Saddam Hussein's hometown, US sFldieraey also asked Indonesian President

Protests against Bush’s
visit erupt in Indonesia

JAKARTA , 23 Oct—Protests against the visit of the US President George W Bush to
Indonesia erupted in cities across the country.

The demonstrators burned down the pic- | rist Number One, Mega has to Reject Bush,”
tures of Bush and the US flags, accordingto | said a banner.

Detik online here Tuesday. In Yogyakarta, students took a long

The protest sparked in Jakarta, the spe- | march, rejectingthe US President’s visit.”Say
cial autonomy province of Yogyakarta, Bali | No to Bush, Bush Do Not Disturb My Coun-
Province, Jember in East Java Province and | try, “a banner said.

Solo and Semarang in Central Java prov- In Denpasar, the capital of Bali Pro-
ince. vince, dozens of students from some uni-

In Jakarta, over 100 members of the | versities and members of political parties,
Indonesian Muslim Student Action Un- | expressed their disagreement over Bush ar-
ion (KAMMI) burned down Bush pic- | rival. They staged a rally in front of the US
ture and expressed their rejection over | consulate general office in Renon in the

I'iydrrival in front of the US Embassy | province.

Ofice. In Jember and Solo, protesters burned
downed the US flags and called Bush a
PE@ldati Soekarnoputri to reject the visit. | terrorist.
“Bush Is Liar, Reject Bush, Bush Terro-

MNA/Xinhua

CPC demands
Improvements to China’s

Chinese farmer invents new type
of sowing machine

Pipelines in
northern Iraq

rural reform

BEeuinG , 230ct— Further improvements to the ongo-
ing reform in China’s rural area were demanded in a
decisionissued Tuesday by the Central Committee of th
Communist Party of China (CPC).

As the core of the fundamental system for management in
the countryside, the household-based land contract system

HarBIN, 23 Oct — A Chinese farmer in China’s northernmost Heilongjing Pro-
vince has invented a new type of “ injection” sowing machine, which was recentl
awarded a state patent certificate.

Gao Qingjun, 58, developed the machine by himself from his decades of experience of
farming. The machine is designed like an “injection needle for medical use”, and can

e“inject” seeds directly into the water-saturated layer deep under the surface soil, according
to Gao, from Xinghua Town, Qinggang County in Heilongjiang.

In this way, it is different from conventional sowing machines which had to first break

still on fire

Baui (Iraq), 23 Oct—A
pipeline fire in northern
Irag was still ablaze on
Tuesday, aday aftera sabo-
tage attack on pipelines that
feed a Baghdad refinery
and power station.

y

should be kept stable and the rights of farmers on land manage-
ment should be safeguarded, according to the decision.

Within the term of the contract, rural households have the
right to sell their farmland management rights in accordance
with law and at their own will. The regulations on the
circulation of farmland should be improved, while large-scale
farming should be developed step by step in a proper manner.

The most strict system of protecting cultivated land must
be adopted to ensure national grain security. Under the
principles of protecting farmers’ rights and interests and
controlling the amount of land turned to other uses by the
government, China will reform its land-use system and
improve procedures on land use.

The rural product marketing system should be improved,
through changing indirect subsidies for farmers to direct
subsidies during the circulation, so as to protect farmers’
interests. Investments in agriculture should be increased by
the financial departments at all levels and the newly-added
expenditure on education, sanitation and culture should be
mainly used in rural areas.

The state will exert greater efforts to deepen rural tax
reform and reduce the financial burden on farmers substan-
tially. Policies related to tax reform will be improved in
nationwide experimental units.—MNA/Xinhua

up the earth, then drop seeds and finally cover the seeds with soil again. — MNA/Xinhua

ku e y v S .
Iraqis celebrate next to a burning US Army vehicle in the western end of Falluj
outside Baghdad, on 22 Oct, 2003. Witnesses said four Americans were carried

on stretchers in an attack on a three-vehicle convoy, but there was no comment f
officials —INTERNET

Iraqi Lieutenant Colonel
Khalid Mohammed Rashid,
who works for a force pro-
tecting key installations, told
reporters there had been an
explosion on Monday after-
noon a few miles south of
the Baiji oil refinery, about
120 miles north of Baghdad.

“What happened was
sabotage,” he said. “There is
agroup of pipes, four of them,
all going in one direction.
They (saboteurs) blew up
only one and the other three
caughtfire from the firstone.”
Rashid said one of the pipe-
lines takes gas to Baghdad’s
Daura refinery, while the two
oil pipelines feed one of the

aldapital’s power plants. The
a@th pipeline carries lique-
diedySiroleum gas.
MNA/Reuters
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General says Iraq attacks on US
troops up

FaLLwiaH , 230ct— Iragi gunmen have stepped up

attacks on US troops in recent weeks, the commande|

of

American forces said Wednesday, as ambush bombers struck again in this tense Sunni Muslim area west Protesters greet Bush with
Baghdad, in the northern city of Mosul and in the heart of the capital.

The US commander, Lt Gen Ricardo Sanchez, said some
of the attacks may be carried out by people with links to al-
Qaida, but he added “we don’t have any confirmed al-Qaida
operatives in custody at this point.”

Elsewhere, US troops of the 4th Infantry Division ar-
rested more than a dozen suspects, including a former major
general, in pre-dawn raids Wednesday north of Baghdad.

The Baghdad bombing, which occurred as a convoy
passed through a tunnel in the center of the capital, slightly
injured two US soldiers, who were returned to duty after
treatment, a US officer at the scene reported.

In Fallujah, witnesses said four Americans were carried
away on stretchers after a roadside bomb exploded beside a
three-vehicle convoy. The US military in Baghdad had no
report on the incident.

After the attack, residents cheered and swarmed over
one disabled vehicle, looting its contents and setting it afire.
It was the third attack against American troops in the

Fallujah area in as many days.

Elsewhere, one soldier from the 101st Airborne Division
was slightly injured when a bomb exploded in front of his
convoy in Mosul, 225 miles north of Baghdad, the military
said.

Sanchez, the American commander, acknowledged that
attacks against his troops have increased in the last three
weeks, especially in Anbar province which includes Fallujah.

“The number of wounded and the number of engage-
ments in last three weeks have been a little bit higher than
we’ve seen before,” Sanchez said. “We’ve had an average
number of engagements from 20 to 25 (daily). We’ve seen
a spike up to 35 in last three weeks.”

Sanchez said he believed operates of the extremist Ansar
al-Islam, a group linked to al-Qaida, as well as members
of Osama bin Laden ’s organization are operating inside
Iraq.

Internet

placards outside Australian
Parliament

WasHIngTON, 23 Oct—Hundreds of protesters
gathered outside Australia’s Parliament as US Presi-
dent George W Bush arrived to give a speech, holding up
posters condemning the US leader for his war on Irag.

Slogans such as “Bush is an evil guy” and “Lying war
heads” were daubed on posters as police stood by.

The crowd applauded as protesters carried an effigy of
Bush followed closely by a dog wearing a mask of Austra-
lian Prime Minister John Howard, who strongly supported
the war.

Some MPs have threatened to turn their backs on Bush
during his speech. Some 41 from the Labor opposition plan
to give him a letter of protest, although opposition leader
Simon Crean has told his party to be respectful to Bush.

Internet

France, Germany won’t give more

money for Iraq

MapRID,23 Oct—France and’Germany said Wednesday they won't give any moye
money toward’Iraq even as American officials exhorted countries to open their pocket-

books, trying to parlay a hard-won UN resolution into billi

ons of dollars in aid pledges.

The United States is trying to drum up $36
billion in donations from more than 70 coun-
tries gathering Thursday and Friday in Mad-
rid, but that means winning over nations that
thought the Iraq war was a bad idea to begin
with. “We don’t foresee any additional aid at
this stage — either in terms of financial aid or
incooperation in the military domain,” French
Foreign MinisterDominique de Villepinsaid.

Germany’s development minister cited
her country’s own budget woes and said it
simply cannot afford to give more than the
$224 million it is already contributing.

Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul also said she
was against forgiving Iraq’s debt, saying such
an oil-rich country could easily pay them off.
Iraq owes Germany roughly $4.6 billion.

She underlined Germany’s position by
staying away from the Madrid conference
herself and sending a deputy.

US officials downplayed the continuing
violence in Iraq and focused on securing eco-
nomic aid. “What’s important at the moment
is that the economy be jump-started, because
it’s flat on its back,”*John Negroponte, the US
ambassador to the United Nations, said in a
TV interview.

He praised countries that have already
promised money. Japan has pledged $1.5 bil-
lion for 2004; South Korea has agreed to $200
million, and Canada, $150 million. The World
Bank has said it will lend Iraq up to $3-5
billion over the coming five years

Internet

Soldiers of US Army 4th Infantry Division guard suspects with hands tied behind their backs
during aweapon search operationin the village of Hamra, about 20 km (12 miles) northeast from
Tikrit, Iraq, on 22 October, 2003. US soldiers detained several suspects believed to be involved
in deadly attacks on American troops and uncovered a weapons cache buried in the farming
community during raids early Wednesday near Saddam Hussein ‘s homelomwRrxer

Brazil hails launching of
Sino-Brazilian satellite

Philippines Thailand ink pacts on

Guangdong'’s
foreign

agriculture, energy

ManiLa, 23 Oct— The Philippines
and Thailand signed on Tuesday two agree-

BrasiLia,23 Oct—Brazilian Science and
Technology Minister Roberto Amaral on Tuesday
hailed the successful launching of the second
Sino-Brazilian Earth resources satellite and expressef

trade tops
$200b in

of Understanding on Cooperation in Oil and
Gas Activities will establish an ASEAN

hope for expanding scientific research cooperatio

with China.

“Today is a historic day
in the Brazil-China rela-
tions,” the minister told a
Press conference Tuesday
afternoon in the auditorium
of the ministry, accompa-
nied by Chinese Ambassa-

dor to Brazil, Jiang
Yuande.
Amaral pointed out that

the cooperation with China
in space served as a model
of South-South coopera-
tion, which not only con-
tributed to the progress in
science and technology, but
also benefited the econo-
mies of both countries.

The minister said Bra-
zil was satisfied with the
space cooperation with
China and hoped to extend
it to other areas of scien-
tific research, such as the
development of nuclear
energy, new materials and
animal vaccination, col-
oured-cotton production
and agriculture.

The Chinese Ambassa-
dor said China and Brazil

would soon start working
on the third and fourth Earth
resources satellites, featur-
ing superior technology and
image quality as compared
with the two previous ones.

The third satellite was
scheduled to be launched
in 2006, said the ambassa-
dor.

The second Sino-Bra-
zilian Earth resources
satellite and another China-
made small satellite carried
by the Long March IV B
carrier rocket were
launched into different pre-
set orbits at 0316 GMT
Tuesday from the Taiyuan
Satellite Launch Centre.

The satellite was de-
signed to monitor land re-
sources changes, survey ar-
able lands, pastures and
grasslands, discover natu-
ral and human disasters,
offer information on
aquatic farming and envi-
ronmental pollution, and
explore mineral resources.

MNA/Xinhua

ments aimed at boosting bilateral coopera-
tion in agricultural and energy sectors, the
Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs
(DFA) said.

A Memorandum of Understanding on
Agricultural Cooperation seeks to promote
further collaboration in agricultural research
and development through technology trans-
fer, trade, training and scientific and techni-
cal cooperation between the two nations,
the DFA said in a statement.

On the other hand, the Memorandum

n

Petroleum Hub in the Philippines as a joint
business venture between the two govern-
ments.

The joint undertaking will provide en-
ergy security in both normal and emergency
situations and stabilize the pricing of oil. It
also aims to minimize importation of oil,
thus reducing foreign currency requirements.

The two pacts were signed during the
11th Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum in Bangkok, Thailand.

MNA/Xinhua

An Iragi woman cries as she looks at her relative being detained by soldiers of US
4th Infantry Division during a weapons-search operation in the village of Hamra, 3
10 miles northeast of Tikrit, Iraq, on 22 October, 200Bi#ERNET

first quarter

GuaNGzHou,23 Oct—
Guangdong Province, an
economic powerhouse in
south China, registered a
foreign trade volume of
200.93 billion US dollars in
the first three quarters this
year,ayear-on-yearincrease
of 25.8 per cent, Customs
statistics show.

The province’s foreign
trade volume accounted for
33.1 per cent of the national
total for the first nine months.

Guangdong’s exports for
September alone grew 25.7
per cent year- on-year to hit
15.05 billion US dollars,
according to statistics.

Guangdong exported
electromechanical products
worth 68.52 billion US dol-
lars and high-tech products
worth 32.07 billion US dol-
lars, respectively, in the
January-September period,
up 33 per cent and 49.7 per
cent respectively over the

> b%ig‘ré/sponding period of last

MNA/Xinhua



lragis get travel documents for
first time since war

BaeHpAD, 23 Oct — Hundreds of Iraqgis queued up on Tuesday for a new travel document which Irag’'s US
administration hopes will help sort out a tangle that keeps many people trapped inside Irag’s borders.

No passports have been issued since
the US-led invasion that toppled
Saddam Hussein on April 9.

The new document, carrying the
authority of the US-administration, is
described as an “Interim Travel Docu-
ment” valid for six months allowing
Iraqis to travel — assuming they can
get a visa to the country they wish to
visit.

“We are issuing from 800 to 1,000
documents per day only in Baghdad as
a first stage,” said Lieutenant Colonel
Abdulsalam Jassim, head of the newly
formed Passport Department, as more
than 600 people queued outside his
office.

Iraqis who already hold passports
must get them validated, a potentially

difficult hurdle in a country where
storage of personal data is in chaos.
Those with validated passports do not
need the new document.

All passports bearing a date after
April 9, 2003 have been declared
invalid because of forgery fears.

Jassim said the passport depart-
ment’s data base of CD’s and floppy
disks were “lost” during the war and
efforts to retrieve them had failed,
making validation of passports diffi-
cult or impossible.

“Passport officials under the old
regimerefused to give them (databases)
to us unless we gave them their jobs
back,” Jassim told Reuters“We could
not do this because they were security
officials banned from holding jobs.”
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Clutching her new travel docu-
ment, Muna Farid, 30, said she would
not try to go abroad without visas.

“T am going to make sure I have
visas from embassies of countries I
want to visit before I leave,” she
said. “T don’t want to risk going to
the border and then having to come
back”.

Hassan Ali, 42, amotor spare parts
merchant, said he had heard from
travellers who had already managed
to go abroad that gaining entry to
countries such as neighbouring Jor-
dan, the favourite exit point for Ira-
qis, could be a hit and miss affair.

“Sometimes they let you in. Some-
times they don’t.”

MNA/Reuters

.| 341 US troops killed since

the beginning of military
operations in Iraq

WasHINGTON, 23 OcT—As of Wednesday22 Octo-
ber, 341 US service members have died since the
beginning of military operations in Irag, according
to the Department of Deferce.

The British military has reported 50 deaths; Denmark,
one; and Ukraine, one. On or since May 1, when President
Bush declared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 203 US soldiers have died in Iraq, according to the
latest Defence Department figures.

Since the start of military operations, 1,600 US service
members have been injured as a result of hostile action,
according to US Central Command. Non-hostile injured
numbered 338. The latest identifications reported by the US
Military: Army Pfc Paul J Bueche, 19; Daphne, Ala.; died
Tuesday in Balad, Iraq when a helicopter tire he was
changing exploded; assigned to the 131st Aviation Regi-
ment, Army National Guard, Birmingham, Ala. —Internet

Russianotready for donationto Iragrebuilding

Moscow, 23 Oct — Russia is not planning any assistance to Iraq at this stage, &
Russian companies are ready to investin Irag, Deputy Foreign Minister Yuri Fedoto

said on Tuesday.

“We see no conditions at the moment for
Russia’s involvement in the rebuilding of
Iraqas adonor,” said Fedotov, who will head
Russia’s delegation to the Madrid Confer-
ence on the Reconstruction of Iraq, sched-

uled for October 23-24.

“Many Russian companies are ready now
toinvestin the Iragi economy and implement
their projects in the country at their own
expense,” he noted, adding that the invest-
ments would total “several billion US dol-
lars”. “Such investment projects can prove
quite useful and should be regarded as Rus-
sia’s significant contributions to the restora-
tion of Iraq,” Fedotov was quoted by the
Interfax as saying. At the Madrid confer-
ence, the Russian delegation would push for
fulfilling the contracts signed by Russian
companies under the United Nations’ Oil for

Food Programme, Fedotov said.

in Iraq.

efforts in Irag.— MNA/Xinhua

About 75 per cent of the contracts have
already won preliminary approval, but other
contracts, such as construction of powerplants,
water purification facilities and elevators, are
also crucial to meeting the fundamental needs
of the Iragis, he said. Such contracts could be
financed either by the existing Iraq Develop-
ment Fund or anew Iraq rebuilding fund to be
set up at the Madrid conference, Fedotov
said. Russia opposed the US-led war in Iraq,
but has made efforts to patch relations with
the United States, which have been cooled
overIraq, after major combat operations ended

Last week, Russia backed a new US-
proposed UN resolution, which authorizes a
multinational force in Iraq and paves the way
for other countries to contribute troops and
money to peace-keeping and reconstruction

=

Iragis stand near sc

ores of destroyed Iragi warplanes at a junk yard known as the
“planes graveyard” in Baghdad. Britain is to cut aid to many east European and
central Asian countries to pay for the reconstruction of Iraq, the government

World Roads Congress
opens in Durban

JOHANNESBURG, 23 Oct— The ministers’ session at the
World Roads Congress in the South African coastal city
of Durban on Monday focused its attention on the im-
portance of partnerships, good governance, and th
harnessing of investment, to sustain roads and othe

Rapid economic growth forecast for
Venezuela in 2004

CAracas, 23 Oct— The
Executive President of the
Andean Development Cor-
| poration (CAF) Enrique
;Garcia Tuesday said that

of the Colombian-Venezue-
lan Integration in the Andean
Region”, on occasion of the
25th anniversary of the Ven-
ezuelan-Colombian Eco-
nomic Integration Chamber.

announced—INTERNET
Venezuela
seizes one
ZZ'&ZZ?@??&SE‘:? oo ton of
e ™ marijuana

CARACAS, 23 Oct— Ven-
ezuelan authorities seized

He said the expected
growth was attributable to fa-

economic development.

The 22nd Paris-based In-
dependent Association of
Road Congresses (PTARC)
conference began on Sun-
day with the aim of adding
the necessary boost to the
drive for infrastructure de-
velopment in the world. It
is scheduled to end on Octo-
ber 25.

South Africa’s Minister
of Transport Dullah Omar
called for aholistic approach
to economic growth, noting
that this ofteninvolved look-
ing at more than just the
larger picture of things.

“Roads perform an eco-
nomic function at national,
provincial and local levels,
with rural transport infra-
structure an issue which is
very close to civil society,
therefore community-based
organizations will play an
important role,” he ex-
plained.

In this regard, training

and capacity building would
become strategic ingredi-
ents to drive development at
grassroots level.

Ministers from both de-
veloped and developing
countries were invited to
contribute comments on the
three topics under discussion.

Steve Mahoney of
Canada said transport
caused disruption, environ-
mental pollution and noise,
and had to be properly man-
aged.

All highways in Canada
fell under the jurisdiction of
provinces, while many air-
ports and harbours were
managed locally.

Road authorities in that
country had created advi-
sory boards to secure local
input, while working closely
with research agencies,
mainly through industry and
the university communities.

MNA/Xinhua

Venezuelacanexpectarapid
economic growth next year.

Garcia made the point to
the Press before presenting
his paper, “The Importance

The International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank (WB) gave fa-
vourable forecasts, 7.7 per

vourable economic circum-
stances in the country since
last year.

MNA/Xinhua

one ton of marijuana in a
vehicle near the border with
Colombia, Venezuela’s po-
lice chief, David Zerpa, said

Iragi security guards arrest a man, centre, after accusing him of firing rounds out
car at the Baghdad University, on 21 Oct, 200BvTERNET

Tuesday.

The drug was transported
from the Colombian town of
Cucuta and was confiscated
in Venezuela’s border state
Tachira, 600 kilometres
south of Caracas, Zerpa told
reporters. The marijuanawas
to be carried to Venezuela’s
eastern city of Carupano, the
Sucre State, then be shipped
to the Caribbean Islands, he
said, citing the Criminal In-
vestigation Bureau. Zerpa
said several people involved
in the case had already been
identified.

The vehicle, carrying the
drug hidden in compart-
ments, belonged to a private
company and had been
parked in a public parking
lﬁt for several days before

Ofbe'lsng seized, said the police

chief.— MNA/Xinhua
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FaLLuia (Iraq),23 Oct — A roadside bomb wrecked a US military vehicle in the

flashpoint town of Falluja on Wednesday,
American casualties.

The US military had no immediate word
on the report. Reuterstelevision footage
showed a Humvee lying in a ditch off a
main road outside the Sunni Muslim town.
Local people were throwing petrol onto the
blazing vehicle and shouting “Allahu Akbar
(God is great)”.

Falluja, located west of the Iraqi capital
Baghdad, has been the scene of many at-
tacks by guerillas who have killed 104 US

witnesses said, adding that there had bee

troops in Iraq since President George W
Bush declared major combat over on May 1.

Witnesses said about 250 people staged
aprotestoutside the mayor’s office in Falluja
on Wednesday to demand the release of the
town’s top cleric, Sheikh Jamal Shakir
Nazzal, whom they said had been arrested
by US troops, along with four of his stu-
dents, about a week ago.

MNA/Reuters

Elderly Iragi woman Najia Alawi, 76, awaits hospital treatment in the restive town
Falluja after she was hit by bullet fragments in a crossfire between US forces

>

France makes Iraq aid

conditional on sovereignty

Paris,23 Oct— French Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin said on Wednes-
day France would not provide further aid to Iraq outside its EU commitments until
the question of Iragi sovereignty was resolved.

One day ahead of an Iraqi donors’ confer-
ence in Madrid, Villepin said France was
committed to carry its share of the 200 mil-
lion euros (235 million US dollars) pledged
in aid to Iraq from European Union coffers
for 2003-2004 but would not go further.

In addition, it has promised bilateral
humanitarian aid.

“At this stage, we don’t plan any addi-
tional aid, whether it be financial or through
cooperation in the military sphere,” Villepin
said at a news conference with his Danish

counterpart Per Stig Moeller.

“To us, the starting point is truly the full
and complete recognition of Iraqi sove-
reignty,” he said.

“We consider that we have to move
towards this recognition of Iraqi sove-
reignty, which is the central condition if
you really want to launch the reconstruc-
tion process in Iraq.”

Paris, a strong opponent of the Iraq war,
will be represented by Trade Minister
Francois Loos.— MNA/Reuters

BERLIN, 23 Oct — Germany’s Minister for Cooperation and Development said on

Tuesday that Germany is opposed to the cancellation of Iraq’s huge debt burden.

Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul said that,
given Iraq’s oil riches, it would be better
to have credit financing ahead of the huge
oil revenues will bring to the country.

Iraq’s debt is estimated at 110 billion
euros (128 billion US dollars).
of The minister called for a new UN reso-

She added that steps should be taken to
prevent the United States from taking con-
trol of Iraqi oil revenues, saying profits
should be used for reconstruction and not to
support US companies.

Donor countries and organizations will
gather later this week in Madrid, Spain, to
discuss ways of financing Iraq’s total re-

unknown gunmen on Monday INFERNET reconstruction. construction. MNA/Xinhua

a‘ﬂ(htion that will share out responsibility for

i

Hanor,23 Oct — Vietnam is estimated to lure foreign
investment capital of 2.06 billion US dollars in the first ten

ApPrA HaRrBOUR (Guam), 23 Oct — Two

months of this year, up 13 per cent over the same perigdChinese Navy ships began a four-day port call
last year, the Ministry of Planning and Investment told

Xinhua on Tuesday.

Of the total capital, 1.3
billion US dollars comes from
496 newly- licensed projects.
Therestis the additional capi-
tal of 289 operational projects,
mainly poured into industrial
and constructional projects.

Despite increase of capi-
tal, the number of new
projects in the period is esti-
mated to represent a year-on-
year decrease of 13.1 per
cent.

In the reviewed period,

foreign-invested enterprises
are expected to obtain total
revenue of 10.2 billion US
dollars, excluding crude oil
turnover, year-on-year in-
crease of 40 per cent. Mean-
while, they are estimated to
record export turnovers of 5.2
billion US dollars, increasing
45 per cent and accounting
for more than 31 per cent of
the country’s total export
turnover.

MNA/Xinhua,

to Guam on Wednesday, the first visit to the
Anmerican Pacific territory by sailors from the
Communist country.

In a further sign of warming military ties
between the two Pacific giants, the Shenzhen
a Luhaiclass guided-missile destroyer, and
the Qinghai Huan oil tanker, were to stop over
until Saturday before going on to visit Singa-
pore and Brunei.

“The US-China relationship is of great
importance to the long-term political, military
and economic interests of both nations,” the
US Navy said in a statement.

“These navies are the two largest in the
Asia-Pacific Region. Interaction between them

Chinese Navy ships visi
iIsland of Guam

increases mutual understanding and confi-
dence.” American and Chinese sailors would
get a chance to mingle during reciprocal ship
tours, itsaid. Rear Admiral Xue Tianpei, deputy
commander of the South Sea Fleet, represented
the People’s Liberation Army at the welcom-
ing ceremony.

On the American side, the most senior
officials were Rear Admiral Frederic Ruehe,
commander of US naval forces in Japan, and
Rear Admiral Patrick Dunne, commander for
the region around Guam.

The island, which hosts a large naval facil-
ity, shipyard and airfield, has been a key US
forward base in the Pacific since the first B-29
aircraft began bombing Japan in 1944 during
World War IL—MNA/Reuters

tCOMESA to set
up common

investment area

NairoB,23 Oct— The
Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa
(COMESA) is to set up The
COMESA Common Invest-
ment Area (CCIA) that will
attract foreign investors and
boost trade within the region.

“COMESA iscarrying out
country consultations on the
CCIA to different member
states,” Trevor Simmumba,
managing director of Africa
Trade Advancement, a con-
sultant firm in Zambia, was

Drugs gang sentenced
for 146 years in Britain

Lonpon, 22 Oct — A 12-member drugs gang was

Tuesday sentenced for a total of 146 years in jail by a cou
in Liverpool, a port city in western England.

The gang was sentto prison
after what Customs officers
described as the biggest single
seizure of drugs, with an
estimated street value of 20
million pounds, in May
2002, according to a BBC
report.

The drugs, including 119
kilos of heroin, 99 kilos of
amphetamine, 14kilos of can-
nabis and one kilogram of co-
caine, werediscovered among
vats carrying hazardous
chemicalsinto Britain through

a tip of the iceberg but this
should serve as a severe warn-
ing, said Detective Superin-
tendent David Brown, head of
the Serious and Organized
Crime Unit. “T feel that 146
years reflects the severity of
the offenders’ actions and their
intentions to distribute Class
A drugs throughout the coun-
try,” he was quoted as saying
at the court.

“We know that the drugs
were destined for other organ-
ized criminal groups within

=3

quoted by Rwanda News
Agency as saying on
Wednesday.

Simmumba said they had
already travelled to 16 coun-
tries and the scheme they are
proposing to Rwanda will
benefit the country and other
COMESA member states in
along term.

Williams Nkurunziza, di-
rector-general of the Rwanda
Investment Promotion
Agency, said, “The CCIA
proposalis an excellent sug-
gestion for our country as the
world is becoming a
one-market place.”

However, Nkurunziza said
the proposal was subject to
difficulties since COMESA
member countries have
different economies and
policies that govern them.

MNA/Xinhua

Iragis celebrate as a US Army Humvee burns after it was destroyed by an improyised

explosive device on WednesdayN+ErRNET

the Northwest,” he added.
MNA/Xinhual

the port of Dover.
However, the seizureisjust
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Myanmar’s junta escapes
US tongue-lashing at Apec

Banckok AFP—Myanmar’s ruling junta escaped an
expected tongue-lashing from the United States during an
Asia Pacific summit here, getting away without even a
mention in the two-day discussions which wrapped up
Tuesday.

US President George W Bush did not manage to get the
topic squeezed onto the agenda of talks among Asia
Pacific Economic Cooperation (Apec) leaders; according
to Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad.

“We did not discuss Myanmar at all,” Mahathir told
reporters at the conclusion of the summit.

The leaders instead exclusively focused on trade and
security issues affecting the region’s economies more
directly, Thai foreign affairs ministry spokesman Sihasak
Phuangketkeow told AFP.

“This is an economic cooperation forum and we dis-
cussed security issues in so far as they affect the economic
stability of the region. As far as security issues are
concerned, the main focus was terrorism and issues like
the situation on the Korea peninsula, he said.

Myanmar’s junta, released a statement defending itself
before the summit concluded.

The regime said it “was disappointed to hear that during
the Apec summit, the United States opposed Myanmar’s
progress toward democracy and continued to advocate
policies which undermine Myanmar’s social, political
and economic stability.”

Myanmar’s generals urged the United States to listen to
the views of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean), which at their summit earlier this month irked
Washington by noting “positive developments” in
Myanmar.

Asean also lent its support to Yangon’s new “‘roadmap”
to democracy, which envisages free and fair elections and
anew constitution.

Bush did raise the issue with Thai Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra, telling him on Sunday that the United
Sates has a “deep desire” to see democracy take hold in the
military-run country.

Meanwhile China, in bilateral talks with Thailand, said
it was willing to take part in a proposed multilateral forum
aimed at prodding Myanmar to embark on democratic
reforms, as long as the junta agreed to be involved.
Source: Borneo Bulletins of 22-10-2003 reported b

Samantha Brown

People’s Desire

i Opposethose relying:on iexternal
elements; acting :as: stooges;: holdin
negative views

*Oppose those itrying 1o jeopardize
Stability: of :the :State :and progress: of
the:ination

*:Oppose foreign:nations: interfering:in
internal:affairs:of the: State

xuGCrushiallsinternaliand: external
destructive:efements: as:the:commor
enemy.

* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light

*  Use the least possible amount of electricit
required in production and service enter-
prises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the|
user and others

The duty defined by the national cause

There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Ketu Nila

(Continued from yesterday)

The Tatmadaw Government had to remove all the strike
camps that were disturbing and threatening the rule of law
and community peace; stop the attacks on the police sta-
tions; take action against the lawless acts and unrest accord-
ing to the existing laws. At the same time the Tatmadaw
Government enacted the law to form the Multi-party De-
mocracy General Election Commission, and the law permit-
ting the registration of the political parties. In this way the
Government made plans to hold the multi-party democracy
general election. It abolished the laws prohibiting the inter-
nal and external trade activities of the previous govern-
ments. It enacted the Union of Myanmar Investment Law
with Law No 10/88. The law has protected foreign invest-
ment and helped develop the market-oriented economy.

Geographically, Myanmar has a large number of creeks
and rivers flowing with strong current, and high mountain
ranges that are posing as natural barriers for transport
between one place and another, thereby weakening the
relations among the national races living in the Union of
Myanmar. As the national races were not able to build total
trust, understanding and sympathy among themselves, there
occurred suspicions in the Union. There were armed con-
flicts and disagreements between the national races due to
the perpetration of the colonialists to drive a wedge among
them. Till now there still exists the armed opposition of
some ethnic races who have been instigated by the
colonialists. Because of the instability, the remote border
areas where the ethnic races live had left behind in develop-
ment in all sectors.

The instability and lack of development had weakened
the national unity, and destroyed the internal peace and
stability. Thus, efforts could not be made to build a modern
and developed nation. The armed conflicts and oppositions,
and factional, political and ideological prejudices of the
political sector during the period of over 50 years after
regaining independence, had inflicted the nation to suffer
from severe wounds and left the nation-building task unat-
tended for years. The ideology to build a democratic nation
overnight without healing the old wounds is just daydream-
ing based only on extreme passion.

Actually, restoration of the political stability is the basic
requirement in building a democratic nation. Thus, the
national solidarity is needed, and in practice, the establish-
ment of relations among the national races is also important
to build mutual understanding, trust and sympathy. Thus,
the duty to ensure a secure and smooth transport, and to
develop the food, clothing and shelter conditions of the
people is included in the Tatmadaw Government’s Four
Main Tasks. Inimplementing the tasks, the Government has
built 161 major bridges on rivers and large creeks and 55
new roads, with a total length of nearly 2,000 miles, helping
enhance relations, amity and unity between the people of the

states and divisions. Because of the close relations between
one national race and another, mutual trust, understanding
and love have flourished among the national races.

Similarly, the Government has been systematically im-
plementing the task to develop the border areas and national
races. Moreover, it has formed a new ministry to accelerate
the momentum in carrying out the task. The border areas and
national races development programme covers 18 regions,
with an area of over 83,415 square miles, comprising 68
townships in seven states and seven divisions. The pro-
gramme is directly benefiting over 5.3 million people in the
area. Thus, the programme can be said to be a large-scale
humanitarian activity.

The results of the programme is the development in the
growing trust and understanding between the national peo-
ple. Thus, members of the 17 armed groups and their
families have returned to the legal fold. They made peace as
they have confidence in the Government’s sincere efforts to
consolidate the national unity. They are now taking part in
the national and regional development undertakings to-
gether with the Government, the Tatmadaw and the national
races.

Head of State Commander-in-Chief of the Defence
Services Senior General Than Shwe gave guidance at the
50th Anniversary of the Armed Forces Day, saying, “I
would like to explain the role of the Tatmadaw. The
Tatmadaw at present is not acting haphazardly without
having any firm belief and conviction. Comrades, you will
have to understand that the Tatmadaw is not doing its job
with unclear visions or aimlessly.” The guidance explained
the Tatmadaw Government’s endeavours to build the nation
stage by stage.

Similarly, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt explained
the future policy and programme of the nation on 30 August
2003. In his address, the Prime Minister said, “Political
reforms were carried out step by step for the transformation
to a genuine multi-party democracy system. Our endeav-
ours were not done in a haphazard way but to ensure the best
possible future after studying the weaknesses and weight of
the democracy system that had been practiced in the past as
well as to treat the historical wounds that have not been
healed yet.”

Now the nation is achieving unprecedented develop-
ment in all sectors including border areas and all towns and
wards of the Union. These are the undeniable objective
conditions of the nation.

Here, I would like to boldly say that the unprecedented
development in all sectors are the results of the Tatmadaw
Government’s leadership role in discharging the duty de-
fined by the national cause with the energetic forces of the
entire nation.

(Translation: TMT)
Kyemon: 9 October 2003.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per montl
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

*  The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build g
major bridge across Ayeyawady River |

All this needs to

be known
* Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated
* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased

Rail Transportation Deputy Minister and Indian .
Ambassador lit a oil lamp to mark a new year and
Dapavili Day—MnNa

Dipavali Day reception held

YANGON, 23 Oct —The
observance of Dipavali Day
in conjunction with the New
Year reception was held by
the Myanmar-Indian Mer-
chants Club at the Sedona
Hotelhere