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Member of USDA Central Panel of Patrons Lt-Gen Soe Win cordially greets a participant of
Bagan mass rally at the dinner mna

Dinner hosted to participants of mass rallies

YANGON, 22 Oct — Lt-Gen Soe Win, member of the
Central Panel of Patrons of the Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Association, hosted a dinner to officials of respec-
tive associations and representatives of the people, who will
play any role in the successful realization of the seven-point
future policy programme of the State, on the lawns of the
Bagan Seeza Hotel in the Bagan Archaeological Zone on 20
October evening.

Present at the dinner were the USDA Coordinator, the

in

Member of USDA Central Panel of Patrons Lt-Gen Soe Win delivers a speech at the dinner hosted in honour of participants of Bagan-+nass rally.

secretary-general, members of the secretariat, members of
the central executive committee of the USDA, the presiding
chairmen of the mass rallies and members, representatives
of social organizations, masters of ceremonies of the mass
rallies, and outstanding youths of the new generation.

Yesterday morning at the Tharapa Hotel in the Bagan
Archaeological Zone, Lt-Gen Soe Win gave a tea party to
persons from respective associations and representatives
(See page 9)
e

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Con
stitution

* Building of a new modern developed na:
tion in accord with the new State Constitu-
tion

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base ang
all-round development of other sectors of th
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system

* Development of the economy inviting par.
ticipation in terms of technical know-how
and investments from sources inside thg
country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and th¢
national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character

*  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of theentire nation

Representatives of Bagan mass rally carry out community welfare services in Bagan region

YANGON, 22 Oct —The representatives of the na-
tional races from all the states and divisions of the Union
of Myanmar arrived at Bagan-NyaungU by car, by train
and by air on 19 and 20 October to attend the Bagan mass
rally to support the seven future policy programme of the
State.

With a view to enhancing friendship and relations and
flourishing Union Spirit between the representatives and
local people, local authorities made arrangements to provide
temporary accommodation to the guests at the homes of
local residents.

Under the programme, a total of 100 representatives
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from Kachin State put up at Ward 4 and Thahtaykan Village
in NyaungU Township. CEC Member of the Union Solidar-
ity and Development Association Brig-Gen Thein Zaw
visited the houses where the representatives were staying
and presented gifts to the hosts. The Kachin guests visited
cultural heritages and pagodas in Bagan region.

Similarly, altogether 106 representatives from Kayah
State put up at Ward 3, and visited Bagan cultural museum
and pagodas in Bagan.

Likewise, 51 representatives from Chin State put up at
Ward 1 in the town. USDA CEC Member Brig-Gen Thura
Aung Ko presented gifts to the hosts.

A total of 204 representatives from Sagaing Division
stayed at Thantsinkyai Village, Kondangyi Village-tract,
NyaungU District. Member of the secretariat of the USDA
(Central) Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan met representatives from
Sagaing Division and local people from Thantsinkyai Vil-
lage and viewed regional develop tasks being carried out by
the representatives. He provided cash assistance for devel-

opment of the villages, publications to rural libraries and
sports gear and exercise books to rural people.

The representatives presented gifts to the local residents.
They whitewashed the Yayzu Pagoda in the village. In the
afternoon of 20 October, football matches and traditional
games and Karaoke competition were held for the villagers.
Next, prizes were presented to the winners. In the evening,
newsreels of documentary films and Myanmar films were
shown to the villagers.

USDA CEC Member Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein
visited the houses at which fifty representatives from
Taninthayi Division were putting up. He presented gifts to
the representatives and the hosts. Representatives fishery
entrepreneurs from Taninthayi Division presented local
products to the hosts.

USDA CEC Member Brig-Gen Kyaw Win visited the
representatives from Bago Division (West) who were putting
up at Eastern and Western Phwasaw Villages. He presented

(See page)8

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Preserve and safeguard
progress already achieved

A mass rally in support of the seven-poing
future policy programme of the State was held a
the sports ground in the Bagan Archaeology
Zone on the morning of 21 October. At the mas:
rally, representatives of national races from all|
the states and divisions across the Union ¢f
Myanmar enthusiastically and unanimously
approved the two resolutions — the one callin
on all the national people to actively and enthu
siastically participate with full Union Spirit in
any role entrusted for the success of the sevef-
point future policy programme of the State and|
the otherto honour the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council for striving to the best of its ability
for the development of the Union of Myanmar
and for the Union races to continue to preserv:
and safeguard the progress achieved.

Moreover, the mass rally announced thg
Bagan Declaration in which the goals of thg
people — the perpetuation of the Union, the
unity of the national races, the emergence of p
peaceful, modern developed nation and the build
ing of a new modern nation with discipline-
flourishing democracy — are embodied.

U Mya Sein, Chairman of the mass rally,
said, in his address, that our national goal — th¢
emergence of a peaceful, modern and developgd
nation — called for the cooperation between thg
entire national people and the Government and
it was a process that should be systematical
and gradually implemented in the right way.

The State Peace and Development Coun-
cil has been trying as well as it can to bring abou|
peace, prosperity and development— prerequi
site for the emergence of a peaceful and devql-
oped nation. Moreover, it has been implement
ing political, economic and social objectives i
the interest of national unity and Union Spirit,
sine qua non for the perpetuation of the Union

Due to the efforts of the Government, thg
plans for national economic development, socigl
development and technological development arp
shaping up nicely. Itis also because of the unitef
strength of national forces and public participa-
tion that the Government has been able to pu
the nation on the right path to development.

We would like to call upon all the entire
national people to ward off all the destructive|
acts that can impede the momentum of develog
mentand to preserve and safeguard the progres

( already achieved.
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U Makhaw Gan and Daw Lu Ywe with seized narcot
drugs on 28-9-2003 in Phakant: Mmna

Second ASEAN+ China and Japan Senior Transport
Officials Meeting held

YANGON, 22 Oct—
The second ASEAN and
China Senior Transport Of-
ficials Meeting was held at
Sedona Hotel this morning.

Present were senior offi-
cials of member of ASEAN
nations Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Myanmar,
Singapore, Thailand and Vi-
etnam and delegates, offi-
cials of ASEAN Secretariat
and delegates of senior
transport officials of the
People’s Republic of China
and delegates.

Leader of Myanmar
delegation Deputy Minister
for Transport Col Nyan Tun
Aung presided over the
meeting and leader of del-
egation from the PRC Ms
Guo-Mei Tang acted as
joint chairman.

Deputy Minister for
Transport Col Nyan Tun
Aung spoke on the occa-
sion. He said he would like
to report on some salient
points regarding the initial
part of ASEAN-China co-
operation. In the S5th
ASEAN+China summit on
16th November 2001, Bru-
nei Darussalam, the leaders
identified agriculture, infor-
mation technology, human
resources development, in-
vestment and Mekong River
Basin Development as five
priority areas for coopera-
tion between ASEAN and
China. Moreover, the
ASEAN and Chinese lead-
ers decided to convene a
meeting of ASEAN and
Chinese Transport Minis-
ters.

The main objective is
to enhance the transporta-
tion infrastructure linkages
and services between the
ASEAN member countries
and the People’s Republic
of China by embarking on
mutually beneficial coop-
eration programme. The
guiding principles are (1)
To mutually exchange in-
formation and best practices
in the transport sector; (2)
To strengthen policy dia-
logue and promote project
cooperation in the transport
sector, and (3) To encour-
age private sector participa-

ction and public-private sec-

tor collaboration in the de-
velopment and implementa-
tion of joint ASEAN —
China transport cooperation

programs and activities.

First ASEAN and China
Transport Ministers Meet-
ing decided to build and in-
tegrate transport network
for smooth and speedy
movement of goods and
peoples as a supporting in-
frastructure to a free trade
area between ASEAN and
China, he said.

He said the ministers
agreed to pursue collabora-
tive activities in land trans-
port infrastructure, facilita-
tion of maritime and river

transport, and the expansion
of air transport services.
Senior officials are to im-
plement mutually beneficial
programmes of ASEAN+

China Transport coopera-
tion for assessment in the
coming ATM. He said he
hoped that matters relating
to transport projects,
ASEAN+China Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) on Transport coop-
eration and potential oppor-
tunities for joint co-opera-
tion would be focused.
Participants discussed
statements, resolutions of
the 9th ASEAN Summit
held in October 2003, 8th
ASEAN Summit held in

November 2002 and the 1st
ASEAN+China Senior
Transport Officials Meeting
held in September 2002, re-
ports of ASEAN Secretariat,
draft of Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on
Transport cooperation be-
tween China and ASEAN,
exchange of views on fu-
ture tasks, three projects to
be implemented under the
ASEAN+China transport
cooperation programme and
agenda for the second
ASEAN+China Transport
Ministers Meeting.

Next, 2nd ASEAN and
Japan Senior Transport Of-
ficials Meeting was held at
the same venue in the after-

Officials Meeting— mna

Officials Meeting. —mNA

noon today.

Present were senior
transport officials of 10
ASEAN nations and del-
egates, officials of ASEAN
Secretariat and transport
officials of Japan and del-
egates.

Leader of Myanmar del-
egation Deputy Minister for
Transport Col Nyan Tun
Aung presided over the
meeting with leader of del-
egation from Japan Mr
Mitsuo Nakamoto as joint
chairman.

The deputy minister de-
livered a speech. He said the
Ist STOM+Japan Meeting
was held on 7-8 May in To-
kyo Japan. From that meet-
ing 22 projects have
emerged in transport sector
for further cooperation be-
tween ASEAN and Japan.

He said these projects
are tasked to various
ASEAN Working Groups to
further discuss in detail for
prioritization and imple-
mentation. Now these
projects are grouped by
various specialists and 16
projects were laid down.

He said he was con-
vinced that further strength-
ening and cooperation be-

- P
Ms Guo-Mei Tang holds discussions at the Second ASEAN + China Senior Transport

Mr Mitsuo Nakamoto holds discussions at theSecond ASEAN + Japan Senior Transport

tween ASEAN and Japan
would be established in or-
der to achieve, safe, secure
and quality transport link-
ages.

Next, those present
worked out agreements for
implementation of 16
projects on land, water and
air and other cooperation.
Agenda for the first
ASEAN+Japan Transport
Ministers Meeting were also
discussed. The meeting
came to a close in the
evening. — MNA

Heroin, opium seized

YANGON, 22 Oct — A combined team comprising

members of local intelligence unit and Myanmar Police

Force on 20 September seized 0.215 kilo of heroin packed

in 17 soap cans from a house of Daw Ma Aye, Ward-10,

I Takwin Village, in Hopang, Mohnyin Township and ar-

= . rested her. In connection with the case, the authorities also
Daw Ma Aye and Ma Shan Pu (a) Ma Aye Hwan Wiﬂ”held Ma Shan Pu (a) Ma Aye Hwan, owner of the drug.

seized heroin on 20-9-2003 in Hopargmna Similarly, the local authorities on 28 September

in Hopin, Phakant

searched the house of UMakhaw Gan in Thayagon Village,
Seikmu Village-tract, Phakant Township and arrested the
house owner and his wife Daw Lu Ywe together with 0.411
kilo of heroin packed in 31 soap boxes and 5.715 kilos of
morphine.

Action was taken against them under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Law by the police
station concerned. — MNA




WasHINGTON, 22 Oct—More than a dozen American troops haven't return to duty after getting a vacation from
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Irag, the Pentagon said Tuesday, dismissing suggestions there is any significant AWOL problem.

Sixteen of some 3,000 troops failed
to show up at airports in Baltimore and
Germany for return flights to the Per-
sian Gulf region, said Army spokes-
man Joe Burlas. None has been de-
clared “absent without leave” as offi-
cials try to sort out the cases.

To give troops some relief from the
long and difficult deployments in Iraq
and neighboring countries, the Pentagon
late last month started giving two-week
leaves in the largest R&R programme
since the Vietham War. Some flew to
Germany and others to Baltimore free of
charge, and they were responsible for
flights the rest of the way to their destina-
tion. In the first five days of return flights
starting on 12 Oct, 28 people didn’t show
up, Burlassaid. Aftertracking themdown,
it was learned that 20 had permission or
some reason. The other eight were unac-
counted for, as wereeight whoalsomissed

flights in the last five days.

Some of the problem was aresult of
the newness of the program Burlas
said, adding that numbers kept chang-
ing Tuesday and it was impossible to
gauge the size of the problem.

Officials found some had received
an extension on their leave from their
unit commander at home rather than
their commander in Iraq, or had in-
formed commanders they’d be delayed
but failed to phone proper officials at
the airports, and so on, Burlas said.

“The vast majority ... have already
been tracked back to guys who missed
planes, missed connections — one
man’s house burned down,” said Ma-
rine General Peter Pace, vice chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. “So there
are reasons why they didn’t return.”

A statement from the US Central
Command called the number minuscule.

Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld said it won’t affect the leave
program. Officials said they didn’t
immediately have statistics on the
number of troops normally AWOL.
Such cases typically increase in times
of conflict. Experts inside and outside
the services predicted before the pro-
gram started that some troops would
simply not return to the hot, often dirty
and dangerous work of occupying Iraq.

Coalition forces are there trying to
stabilize violence thatiskilling roughly
an American daily, while at the same
time trying to restart the economy and
build a new government. Soldiers are
being allowed to come home — rather
than receiving leaves to Hong Kong,
Singapore and other Asian cities, as
was done during the Vietnam War —
making it harder for them to return to
duty, experts say. —Internet

US anxiety over Irag
grows, says poll

WasHINGTON, 22 Oct—A poll suggests Americans’
concern about Irag continues to grow, even with many
Americans agreeing with President George W Bush that
news reports from Iraq are making the situation seem
worse than it is.

Public support for keeping troops in Iraq until the coun-
try has stabilised slipped from 64 per cent last month to 58
per cent, according to the poll by the Pew Research Centre
for the People & the Press. The percentage of poll partici-
pants that want to bring the troops home as soon as possible
has grown from 32 per cent last month to 39 per cent.

But nearly four-in-10 Americans say the news media is
painting too bleak a picture of Iraq. Bush has complained the
news media “filter” is distorting the picture Americans are
getting of Iraq. Anxiety about the nation’s job market is also
increasing, with two-thirds in the poll saying jobs are hard to
find in their communities, up from 59 per cent in June 2002
and 44 per cent a year before that. The poll of 1515 adults was
conducted October 15-19 and has a margin of error of plus
or minus 3 percentage points. —Internet
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An Iragi from the restive town of Falluja celebrates as a US Army ammunition tr
blazes on Sunday. b+ERNET

Saudi Arabia, Pakistan want Iraq(is
consent for troops

I'sLamABAD , 22 Oct— Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, two key allies in the US-led war
on terror, ruled out on Sunday sending troops to Iraq without the consent of the Iraqi
people.

Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal said Iraqis had shown no desire to have
foreign peacekeepers in their country.

“This express opinion from the Iraqi people has not been shown to us,” he said at a joint
news conference with Pakistani Foreign Minister Khursheed Mehmood Kasuri in Islamabad.

“Up till that time at least for Saudi Arabia... we will not send any troops.”

Kasuri said Pakistan would also wait for an invitation from Iraq before making any
decision on contributing troops to a multinational peacekeeping force authorized by a
unanimously passed UN resolution on Thursday.

“If the people of Iraq ask for help, Pakistan as a brotherly country will do what it can,”
he said.

“But we will wait for that to happen and when that happens, I am sure the public opinion
in Pakistan will also change.”

Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf has faced strong opposition from the hardline

U amic groups since he threw his weight behind the US-led war on terror in the wake of the
September 11, 2001 attacks on the United States.— MNA/Reuters

Lower-level European
turnout for Irag donor meet

MabriD, 22 Oct— Many European countries will
send lower-level delegations to a donors’ conference
Iraq this week compared to the high-powered US team,
reflecting persistent European scepticism over the US
led invasion of Irag.

Secretary of State Colin Powell and Treasury Secretary
John Snow will lead the US delegation to the Madrid

Nations hope

BewinG , 22 Oct—Partici

"Wrto.

“The trend will continue.
will become the world’s num

China not only introduce

to catch up with China’s tourism development

pants at the World Tourism Organization (WTO) 15th General Assembly agreed they

must accelerate the development of their tourism industries in order to catch up with China.
“When I first visited China in 1992, which marked the first Visit China Year, the country received barely 15 million
foreign tourists. Last year, just a decade after, the figure was 37 million,” said Francesco Frangialli, secretary-general of

T'have mixed feelings when announcing this, but according to the WTO’s prediction, China
ber one tourism destination in 2020, overtaking my own country, France. To the Secretary

of State for Tourism of France, I say, ‘You must defend yourself’.”

d fierce competition for visitors, but also unprecedented opportunities. —MNA/Xinhua

conference on Thursday and Friday.

Spain hopes the gathering will send a strong signal of
international support for Baghdad and raise a substantial
sum towards the estimated 56 billion US dollars needed to
rebuild Iraq.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, World Bank Presi-
dent James Wolfensohn and Spanish Prime Minister Jose
Maria Aznar will also take part, a Spanish official said.

But Powell will see few other officials of equal rank
when he surveys officials assembled around the conference
table.

Spain, Italy and Japan — all supporters of US policy on
Iraq — will send foreign ministers to the Madrid confer-
ence.

But prominent European statesmen such as German
Foreign Minister Joschka Fischer, France’s Dominique de
Villepin or Britain’s Jack Straw will be notable by their
absence.

Britain, Washington’s closest ally during the war, is
sending International Development Minister Hilary Benn.

Paris and Berlin, opponents of the Iraq war, are signal-
ling the low priority they place on the Madrid conference by
sending relatively minor officials.— MNA/Reuters

US Army soldiers secure the area after a roadside bomb exploded Wednesday on
2003 in a tunnel in the heart of the Iraqi capital Baghdad as a US military convOYf the deaths have been by
passed by. A US Army officer said two soldiers were injurddTERNET

Soldier reported killed
in Iraq accident

BagHpAD, 22 Oct—One
soldier from the Army’s
377th Theater Support
Command was killed and
another injured in a main-
tenance accident Tuesday
in a camp north of Bagh-
dad, the US military said.

The accident occurred
about at Camp Anaconda in
the town of Balad, the US
Central Command said in a
statement. The latest death
brings to 340 the number of
American soldiers to die in
Iraq since the war began
BEafRB0. Of that figure, 218

hostile fire.—Internet
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Rights group urges US to Investigats

lragi deaths

BacHpAD,22 Oct—The US military has failed to conduct proper investigations into the killings of Iraqi civiliang

by its soldiers in Baghdad, Human Rights Watch said on Tuesday.

The New York-based rights group said soldiers must be
held accountable for their actions through thorough investi-
gations in order to remove the “atmosphere of impunity”
under which it said the Iraqi capital’s occupying forces now
operate.

Inanew report, the group said it had confirmed the death
of 20 civilians at the hands of US forces between May 1,
when Washington declared major combat over, and the end
of September.

The group said it had collected “credible reports” of 94
civilian deaths in Baghdad which warranted investigation.
The US military says it keeps no record of civilian deaths.

“It’s a tragedy that US soldiers have killed so many
civilians in Baghdad,” said Joe Stork, head of Human Rights
Watch’s Middle East and North Africa division.

“But it’s really incredible that the US military does not

even count these deaths. Any time US forces kill an Iragi
civilian in questionable circumstances, they should investi-
gate the incident.”

The report, “Hearts and Minds: Post-War Civilian Casu-
alties in Baghdad by US Forces”, says the military has
concluded only five high-level investigations into suspected
unlawful deaths.

Army Major Joseph Yoswa, a Pentagon spokesman,
said: “Some unintended consequences are inevitable in any
conflict, and even one innocent death is a sad fact, some-
thing we sincerely regret.” US forces went to great lengths
to avoid such casualties.

Since the start of the war on March 20, between 7,395 and
9,198 Iraqi civilians are believed to have been killed through-
out the country as aresultof “military intervention”, according

to the independent Iraq Body Count project— MNA/Reuters|

Large explosion in Iraq’s
Balji region

BagHDAD,22 Oct—Witnesses in the Baiji area of
northern Iraq said they heard a large explosion followed
by huge clouds of black smoke late on Monday.

The witnesses said the source of the blaze was not clear
and they had no way of knowing the cause of the explosion.

Baiji, north of Tikrit and the scene of sabotage attacks in
the past, is the site of an oil refinery that receives crude via
a pipeline from Iraq’s Kirkuk oilfields.

The northern pipeline runs from Baiji to the Turkish
Mediterranean coast. That export line is currently being
repaired after a sabotage attack and US forces in the region
have said they hope to have it pumping vital oil exports
again by the end of the month. — MNA/Reuters

UN report says US war on terror

radicalizes Arabs

Amman ,22 Oct— The US-led war on terror has radicalized more Arabs angry botl

with the West and their autocratic rulers who are bent on

a UN-commissioned study released on Monday showed.

curbing their political rights,

The Arab Human Development Report
2003 said Arab countries lagged other re-
gions in dissemination of knowledge. Read-
ership of books was relatively limited, edu-
cation dictated submission rather than criti-
cal thought, the Arabic language was in
crisis. The report, launched in Amman,
blamed an absence of “effective and peace-
ful channels for dealing with injustices” for
pushing radical political groups to seek
change by violence.

Rima Khalaf Hunaidi, the top UN offi-
cial behind the team of Arab intellectuals
who wrote the report, said anti-Arab senti-
ment in the West after the September 11,
2001 attacks on US cities was a further
factor radicalizing Arabs.

The UN Assistant Secretary General
and regional director of UNDP’s Regional
Bureau for Arab states said educational op-

portunities were further limited as an anti-
Arab backlash made young Arabs retreat
from studying in the United States.

Arab student numbers in the United States
dropped between 1999 and 2002 by an
average 30 per cent, Hunaidi added.

Arab disenchantment was deepened by
autocratic rulers who were given a “spurious
justification for curbing freedoms on the pre-
text of fighting terrorism” by Washington’s
war on terror.

The report, on Arabs by Arabs, cited
wider censorship - from restricting Internet
access to suppressing publication of material
deemed encouraging to “terrorism”.

Non-governmental groups suffered more
legal and practical constraints in 2003, while
progress towards women’s empowerment
regressed in some countries and slightly
progressed in others.— MNA/Reuters

i LN -
Iragi gunmen stand guard as a crowd gathers at the site of an overnight battle

that left three Americans and ten Iraqis dead, in a street in Karbala, 110
kilometres (70 miles) south of Baghdadi Friday, 17 October, 2003. The crowd
scattered soon aftemeanother gun battle with US-led forces broke out in the

street.—INTERNET

.Study shows factory employment falling world-wide

Us federal

Orphaned Iraqgi boy says he

WasHINGTON,22  Oct—Manufacturing jobs are disappearing around the world

will never understand war

BEeRLIN,22 Oct—An Iragi boy who lost both arms and

resulting from a global trend and not just in the United States, according to a report b

the Wall Street Journalon Monday.
The paper said that economists at Alli-

suffered severe burns in a missile attack in Baghdad inance Capital Management LP in New York

March that killed 16 members of his family said on
Monday he hoped to play football and become a doctor
Ali Ismaeel Abbas, | jersey which he cherished.

whose armless torso, horrific
burns and haunted eyes be-
came a symbol of civilian
suffering during the US-led
war on Iraq, appeared on
German television to thank
Iraqi, Kuwaiti and British
doctors for saving his life.

“I want to thank the doc-
tors who helped me,” 13-
year-old Abbas said in an
ARD television interview
beforea“World Award” cer-
emony in Germany on
Wednesday at which he will
present Iraqi and Kuwaiti
doctors with a “Men of the
Year” prize.

“They all put so much
energy into helping me and
the other wounded children,”
Abbas said. “It was as if they
were taking care of their own
sons.”

He said he had learnt to
play his favourite video
games with his feet and still
hoped to be able to play foot-
ball one day. He said his idol,
England’s David Beckham,
had sent him an autographed

“I'hope, with God’s help,
to be a football player one
day,” Abbas said. He said he
hoped to return to Iraq even-
tually, but would now like to
stay in Britain and go to uni-
versity there.

Abbas was asleepin east-
ern Baghdad when a missile
destroyed hishome andkilled
most of his family, leaving
him orphaned, armless and
with burns over 80 per cent
of his body.

Abbas was flown to Ku-
wait in April for treatment
for his burns, and later went
to London where he was re-
cently fitted with artificial
limbs. “They’re very nice but
they will never replace my
realarms,” said Abbas, wear-
ing a red tie, white shirt and
black sweater.

Inanotherinterview with
Bild newspaper published on
Monday, Abbas said he
hoped to become a doctor,
but above all hoped never to
experience war again.”

MNA/Reuters

looked at employment trends in 20 large
.economies and found that more than 22
million jobs in the manufacturing sector were
eliminated from 1995 to 2002, a decline of
more than 11 per cent.

Contrary to conventional US beliefs, the
research found that American manufactur-
ing workers were not the biggest losers in the

turing jobs in the period of 1995-2002, a drop
of 11 per cent. But Brazil had a 20 per cent
decline. Japan’s factory work force shed by
16 per cent of its jobs while China’s factory
employment also down by 15 per cent.
More and more US manufacturers and
congressmen are complaining that American
manufacturing jobs are fleeing to low-cost
Asian countries including China at the time
when US manufacturing sector has gone

through 38 grueling months of declining
employment. — MNA/Xinhua

past years, the study said.
The US lost about two million manufac-

deficit up to a
record $374.2b

‘WASHINGTON,22 Oct—
The US federal budget defi-
cit hit a record high of 374.2
billion dollars in the fiscal
year of 2003 which ended on
September 30, the US Gov-
ernment reported Monday.

A report from the Office
of Management and Budget
of the White House showed
the record high of deficit re-
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A scanned image shows the signature on a letter, purportedly written by ousted
leader Saddam Hussein , which urged tribal leaders to launch a holy war against
hated invaders” —INTERNET

sulted mainly from the in-
creasing costs of the war in
Iraq, a new round of tax cuts
and economic weakness.

Providing a final ac-
counting of the budget year
of 2003, the White House
said that the government
deficit in the fiscal 2003 was
more than double the imbal-
ance of 157.8 billion dollars
in the fiscal year of 2002. In
dollar terms, the figure eas-
ily surpassed the old record
0f290.4 billion dollars setin
fiscal 1992.

The deficit represented
3.5 per cent of the total eco-
nomic output in the United
States, below the 5 per cent
and 6 per cent levels hit in

1119805 during the Reagan
“Mfhinistration.
MNA/Xinhua
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UNDER US OCCUPATION
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A US soldier guards an Iraqi detained in a dawn raid at a series of farms north
of Saddam Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit on 22 October. Soldiers detained ten
men suspected of involvement in bomb attacks against US troops. —INTERNET

L |
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Soldiers of US Army 4th Infantry Division guard suspects with hands tied behind
their backs during a weapon search operation in the village of Hamra, about 20 km
(12 miles) northeast from Tikrit, Iraq , on 22 October, 2003. US soldiers detained
several suspects believed to be involved in deadly attacks on American troops and
uncovered a weapons cache buried in the farming community during raids
early Wednesday near Saddam Hussein’s hometown. —INTERNET

T LHATHT
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An Iraqi truck driver, centre, tries to take cover as US Army soldiers secure
the area after assailants ambushed a US Army foot patrol outside Fallujah
on Monday, 20 October, 2003. One American soldier and two civilians
were killed and five others wounded in the second day of attacks. The
patrol, from the 82nd Airborne Division, was first hit by an exploding
homemade bomb, and then by small-arms fire, the military said. The driver
of the white truck, above, was killed as well. —INTERNET

21 Oct, 2003, 35 miles (60 kms) west of Baghdad. The missile is a leftover
from last Sunday, when a US Army ammunition truck was attacked in
this city.—INTERNET

Government workers refusing to be searched by US forces hold a protest
outside Iraq’s ministry of oil in Baghdad on 21 October, 2003. US soldiers
fired above the heads of thousands of Iraqi government workers protesting

on Tuesday after hearing that the Americans had detained a woman for
refusing to be searched using a sniffer dog.—INTERNET

& = —_—

An American soldier and two civilians were killed on Monday after a US
Army patrol was attacked in the flashpoint Iragi town of Fallujah. A US
military spokeswoman said a roadside bomb exploded as the patrol was
driving past before troops came under fire. Witnesses said two civilians

were killed and five people, including a woman and a child, were wounded

in the crossfire.—INTERNET
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Iraq guerillas renew attacks in Fallujah

FaLLuIAH , 22 Oct—Assailants ambushed an American foot patrol just outside Fallujah at midday Monday in the|
second day of attacks in this anti-US hotbed west of Baghdad. The Americans then raided a nearby mosque

apparent search for the attackers, and detained three Iraqgis.

No US casualties were reported imme-
diately, but two civilian trucks were dam-
aged, one left dangling over a bridge at the
scene, apparently from what witnesses said
was a rocket-propelled grenade strike. It
could not be learned immediately whether
any Iragis were injured. No damage to US
vehicles could be seen.

The attack occurred about 20 yards
from the main bridge leading into Fallujah
from Baghdad, 35 miles to the east, when
about 30 soldiers on foot, accompanied by
five Humvees, were on patrol along the
highway.

This was the same general area where
a US Army ammunition truck, part of a
convoy, broke down on the main road
Sunday morning and came under attack.
That truck and possibly two other vehicles
apparently were hit by rocket-propelled
grenades. Dozens of Iraqi youths danced
and cheered as the vehicles went up in
flames.

After the truck was hit, US troops

withdrew, firing around themselves
as they went and wounding five Ira-
qis, one of whom later died.

“T was fixing my car on the other
side of the street, and Americans fired
in a circular motion as they tried to
leave,” said Thaer Ibrahim, 30, one
of the wounded Iraqis. The US
command said there were no Ameri-
can casualties in Sunday’s attack.

In another development Sunday,
Iraq’s interim leader called for an
immediate mobilization of the old
Iraqi army to help the harried Ameri-
cans.

The United States would “speed
the process of relieving the burden on
its troops” by recalling the disbanded
Iraqi military, said Iyad Allawi, cur-
rent president of the Iraqi Governing
Council. The idea got a cool recep-
tion from Baghdad’s US-led occupa-
tion authorities.

“Idon’t think there’s a vast swath

of people out there who want to serve
in the Iraqi army,” said a well-placed
official of the occupation authority,
speaking on condition of anonymity.
The Americans are slowly rebuilding
anew Iragi army, having trained only
a 700-man battalion thus far.

Attackers killed two US soldiers
and wounded a third in a clash outside
the northern city of Kirkuk late Satur-
day. The deaths in Kirkuk brought to
103 the number of Americans killed by
hostile fire since President George W
Bush declared an end to major combat
on May 1. A total 338 Americans have
died since the March 20 invasion of
Iraq, 217 of them in combat.

Inthe attack near Kirkuk, 160 miles
north of Baghdad, an American
mounted patrol was ambushed by
rocket-propelled grenades and small-
arms fire, said Maj. Josslyn Aberle,
4th Infantry Division spokeswoman.

Internet

Jordan reiterates importance
of Irag’s independence

Amman, 22 Oct— Jordan on Saturday reiterated the
importance of enabling Iragis to run their own affairs
and rebuild their national institutions.

Mohammed Halayka, Jordanian Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Administrative Development, made the
remarks while inaugurating a seminar organized by a UN
foundation on the UN role in the field of Iraq’s rebuilding.

The main problem is “enabling the Iraqis to run their
own affairs by themselves,” Halayka said.

He expressed his hope that “security situation in Iraq
would improve” and Iraq could regain its position on the
world economic and political map. The United Nations
should play an important role in helping rebuild Iraq and
offer humanitarian aid to Iraqis, he stressed.

Halayka’s remarks came two days after the UN Security
Council adopted by a unanimous vote a US-sponsored draft
resolution, calling for the formation of a mutinational force
for peacekeeping purposes in Irag.— MNA/Xinhua
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reported.

A day in lraq, 43 attacks on US

BaGHDAD, 22 Cct—Assailants ambushed a US Army foot patrol just outside
Fallujah at midday Monday, killing one American and wounding five others in the
second day of attacks in this anti-US hotbed west of Baghdad, the American command
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The patrol, from the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, was first hit by an exploding homemade
bomb, and then by small-arms fire, the mili-
tary said. American troops then raided a
nearby mosque in an apparent search for the
attackers and detained three Iraqis.

It could not be learned immediately
whether there were any Iraqi casualties, al-
though two civilian trucks were damaged in
the action, including one left dangling on a
bridge, apparently from what witnesses said
was a rocket-propelled grenade strike.

IF™ The attack occurred about 20 yards from

Governmentworkers refusing to be searched Hptdgs hold a protest outside Iraq’s Ministry the main bridge leading into Fallujah from

of Oil complex in Baghdad, on 21 October, 2003sbiiers fired above the heads of thousandiaghdad, 35 miles to the east, when about 30
of Iragi government workers protesting on Tuesday after hearing that the Amerigalfliers on foot, accompanied by five

had detained a woman for refusing to be searched using a sniffer-dbgerNer

Humvees, were on patrol along the highway.

This was the same general area where a
US Army ammunition truck, part of a con-
voy, broke down on the main road Sunday
and came under attack. That truck and possi-
bly two other vehicles apparently were hit by
rocket-propelled grenades. Dozens of Iraqi
youths danced and cheered as the vehicles
went up in flames.

It was one of 43 attacks on Americans all
over Iraq on Monday, reports CBS News
Correspondent Kimberly Dozier.

The soldier killed Monday was the 339th
American to die in Iraq, the 218th to perishin
combat. Since May 1, when President Bush
declared an end to major combat, 104 US
soldiers have been killed by hostile action.

Internet

Bush’s popularity
among older voters

339 US service members have died since the beginning
military operations in Irag

of

BacHpAD, 22 Oct—As of Monday, on 20 October, 339 US service members have died since the beginnirjg of

slips

WasHINGTON, 22 Oct — US President George W
Bush’s support among older voters has dropped
substantially in recent months, a front-paged report in
The New York Timesaid Sunday.

Bush’s popularity has declined over all since early

The British military has reported 50 deaths; Den-
mark, one; and Ukraine, one. On or since May 1, when
President Bush declared that major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 200 US soldiers have died in Iraq, accord-
ing to the latest Defence Department figures.

Since the start of military operations, 1,590 US service

military operations in Irag, according to the Department of Defence.

members have been injured as a result of hostile action,
according to US Central Command. Non-hostile injured
numbered 337. The latest deaths reported by US Central
Command: One 82nd Airborne Division soldier was
killed and six were wounded Monday when their patrol
came under attack near Fallujah. —Internet

summer, and some recent polls showed that he lost more
ground among voters of 65 and older than he did among
younger Americans, the report said, quoting political strat-
egists and analysts.

Older voters are particularly important, according to
politicians, because they are much more likely to vote than
younger people and because they are heavily concentrated
instates that are often presidential battlegrounds, like Florida
and Pennsylvania.

A New York Time€BS News poll this month showed
Bush has a 41 per cent approval rating among the 65-and-
older voters, his lowest among any age group, down from 44
per cent in July and 63 per cent in May. Similar trends were
reported in other polls.

Analysts in both the Republican and the Democratic
parties cited the economy, the stock market and the situation
in Iraq as major factors for the slippage, along with more
traditional concerns for older Americans like Medicare and
the cost of prescription drugs.

“With low interest rates and a sluggish economy, they’re
the group that’s probably harmed the most. They are not
getting the rate of return they would have expected with the
savings they have, “ said Representative Robert T. Matsui,
chairman of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Com-
mittee.— MNA/Xinhua

China’s
packing
industry

grows rapidly

BEuING, 22 Oct — Chi-
na’s packing industry has
expanded at an annual rate
of 18 per cent in recent
years, a national conference
of the Chinese Packing
Technologies Association
(CPTA) heard Saturday in
Beijing.

The output of packing
products, such as plastic
woven bags and metal bar-

Guerillas killed two American soldiers overnight and blew up a US ammunition trueks, was among the largest

yesterday as Iraq’s Governing Council called for an end to “conspiracies” threatgéninghe world, according to
stability. The US military said a patrol came under small arms and rocket-prope|ldtan Jiazeng, deputy presi-
grenade fire late on Saturday near the northern oil city of Kirkuk. Two 4th Infaqtrﬁnt of the association.

Division soldiers were killed and one was woundebkrerneT

MNA/Xinhua
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People’s Desire
Oppose those:relying on:external
elements;:acting:as:stooges; :holdin
negative views
Y Oppose those trying to: jeopardize

stability ‘of the: Stateiand progress: of

the natien
X:Oppose:foreign:nations:interfering:in
internal affairs: of the State

Crushialliinternaliiand:external

The duty defined by the national causg |-

Ketu Nila

consequences of the split were threatening the nation to
face disintegration, Prime Minister U Nu of the ruling
AFPFL party transferred the premiership duty to the
then Commander-in-Chief at the Pyithu Hluttaw meet-
ing and handed over the State duties to the Caretaker
Government. After taking into account of the then | [}

Prime Minister of Myanmar General Khin Nyunt has
already explained and declared the seven stages of the
programme (roadmap) to build a future nation on 30 August
2003. They are:

(1) - Reconvening of the National Convention that has
been adjourned since 1996.

(2) - After the successful holding of the National Conven- political forces and the then national situation, the i
tion, step by step implementation of the process Caretaker Government laid down the national political destructive: elements as the: comimo]
necessary for the emergence of a genuine and disci- line —the community peace and the rule of law first; the enemy:
pline-flourishing democratic system. flourishing of democracy second; and the building of a
(3) - Drafting of a new constitution in accordance with socialist economy third. I[' helfj the free and fair parlia-
basic principles and detailed basic principles laid mentary democracy election in 1960, and transferred 1C1 1C1
down by the National Convention. the State power to the winning party — the Pa-hta-sa— Effl cle nt use Of e I eCtrI Clty
(4) - Adoption of the constitution through national referen- on 16 March that year. *  Use daylight as the main source of light
dum. (4) The Pa-hta-sa was not able to lay down and practise the || Use the least possible amount of electricit
(5)- Holding of free and fair elections for Pyithu Hluttaws national policy. It was facing factional conflicts; the only if there ispnot enouah natural light |
(Legislative bodies) according to the new constitu- problem of declaring the State religion; the pro- and Y ) 9 9 o
tion. anti-demonstrations concerning the issue of the seces- | ||* Use the least possible amount of electricity
(6)- Convening of Hluttaws attended by Hluttaw mem- sion of states; the demands of some feudal lords and required in production and service enter-
bers in accordance with the new constitution. political parties upholding eereme.racial views to ?llf)w prises
(7) - Building a modern, developed and democratic nation Shan State to secede from the Union after associating | ||« Preventing waste of electricity benefits thel

with the SEATO. Because of the multi-problems the Pa-
hta-sa was facing there surfaced the danger of losing
independence and disintegration of the Union.

(5) The Tatmadaw formed the Revolutionary Council and
saved the nation from breaking up and losing independ-

by the state leaders elected by the Hluttaw; and the

government and other central organs formed by the
Hluttaw.

The seven stages are also the roadmap in practically and

objectively implementing the political, economic and social

user and others

There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a|
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each

sectors of the nation.

Inother words, they are the work programme to serve the
interest of the State and the people based on the changes that
occurred in the past, occurring at present, and will occur in
the future of the process of the national politics.

The weaknesses and advantages of the historical process
in fulfilling the national needs and serving the national
interest are the decisive factor for the existence of the
political parties and organizations, the governments and the
individual leaders. The existence of national road or the
national policy serving the basic interest of all the peoples
and their countries of the world is the objective condition
that cannot be denied or ignored.

The political sector of Myanmar had already seen the fall
of the political parties and their leaders due to upholding of
the doctrines that veered from the national political road,
and the extreme visions of the individual leaders to place
self-importance in the fore and to set up individual power.

There have been changes in the national political trend

ence on 2 March 1962. It laid down the national political
programme to build a socialist society in the nation.

(6) The Revolutionary Council transferred the State duties
to the Burma Socialist Programme Party government in
accord with the 1974 Constitution on 2 March 1974. The
BSPP practised the national political programme of
building a socialist society in the nation.

(7) Because of the general weaknesses and the repercussions
of the changes of the socialist countries of the world, the
BSPP was not able to lead the nation any more. Thus, the
Tatmadaw has to take over the State duties on 18
September 1988 due to an unavoidable situation. The
Tatmadaw Government laid down and practised “Our
Three Main National Causes” — non-disintegration of
the Union; non-disintegration of the national solidarity;
and perpetuation of sovereignty — as the national
policy.

The future democratic nation must be built in accord
with the national policy of the present era and the constitu-

household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powel
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

Saving one gallon of fuel per car per mont|
will save the nation one US dollar

Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal

can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build 4

major bridge across Ayeyawady R

iver

All this needs
be known

in accord with the process of the history as follows: tion that has emerged guaranteeing the total democratic ||* DO not be frightened

(1) The conviction and the slogan during the BIA and BDA | rights to all the national races. ) whenever intimidated
eras of the independence struggle concerning the goals Because the Tatmadaw took over the State duties on 18
of priority were — Independence first; independence | September 1988 to restore the national situation that was * Do not be bolstered
second; and independence third. fz}cir}g fieteriora.tior.l in all sectors ar'ld to intrqduce agenuine whenever flattered

(2) During the anti-Fascist struggle, the Anti-Fascist and | discipline-flourishing democracy in the nation. *

People’s Freedom League (AFPFL) was formed as the
single national political front, with the participation of
the Communist Party, the Socialist Party and all the
patriotic forces including the Tatmadaw, with the objec-
tive — Independence first; democracy second, social-
ism third. The AFPFL government that took over the
State power after independence was regained laid down
and followed the original national policy.

(3) In 1958, the ruling AFPFL party split into two factions
— AFPFL (Clean) and AFPFL (Stable). When the

Soon after taking over of the State duties, the Tatmadaw
government strove with might and main to ensure the rule
of law, regional peace and secure and smooth transport,
and to allow the private and the cooperative sectors in the
task of ensuring adequate food, clothing and shelter condi-
tions and to hold the multi-party democracy general elec-
tion.

(To be continued)
(Translation: TMT)
Myanma Alin: 9-10-2003

Do not be softened
whenever appeased

to

Annan welcomes Iran’s decision to allow N-inspections

UNITED NATIONS, 22
Oct— United Nations Sec-
retary-General  Kofi
Annan on Tuesday wel-
comed reports that Iran

tional Atomic Energy
Agency to resolve all out-
standing issues with the
Agency”.

According to news re-

richment and allow unre-
stricted access for inspec-
tors from the IAEA, the UN
nuclear watchdog.
MNA/Xinhua

ports from Teheran, Iranian
officials had told foreign
ministers from France, Ger-
many and Britain that it
would suspend uranium en-

would allow UN inspectors
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Representatives of Bagan...

(from page 1)
gifts to the hosts. The repre-
sentatives visited the pago-
das in Bagan region.

Putting up at Thiripissaya
Ward in NyaungU Town-
ship, altogether 112 repre-
sentatives from Magway
Division paid a visit to the
pagodas in the region and
contributed voluntary serv-
ices and made cash dona-
tions.

USDA CEC Member U
Soe Tha also visited the rep-
resentatives from Magway
Division at Thiripissaya
Ward and cordially greeted
the hosts and presented gifts
to them.

The representatives from
Mandalay Division lodged
at Ward 5 in NyaungU.
USDA Secretariat member
U Aung Thaung cordially
met the hosts at Ward 5 and
presented gifts to them. The
representatives carried out
sanitation work at the
Shwezigon Pagoda in the
town and made cash dona-
tions.

Atotal of 100 representa-
tives from Mon State put up

at Ward 6 and visited the
pagodas in Bagan and do-
nated cash to them.
Altogether 101 repre-
sentatives from Rakhine
State put up at Kyansittha
Ward and visited the pago-
das and cultural heritage.
USDA CEC Member Brig-
Gen Khin Maung visited the
house where the representa-

tive were put up and pre-
sented gifts to the hosts.
Temporarily staying at
Wetkyi-inn and Taungphi
villages in NyaungU Town-
ship, 254 representatives

o

from Yangon Division car-
ried out community health
care and social services for
the people. They donated
over 800 copies of different
kinds of publication to the
libraries of the villages.
Altogether 100 repre-
sentatives from Shan State
(South), 109 from Shan State
(North) and 54 from Shan

o\

State (East) lodged at
Anawrahta and Kyansittha
wards in the town.

They also took partin the
community health and so-
cial welfare services in co-

Myanmar

YANGON, 22 Oct —
Myanmar delegation led by
U Khin Maung Win, Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs
left here this morning for
New Delhi to attend the For-
eign Office Consultation to
be held at the Ministry of

Tong Tah
Trade Fair to
be held

YANGON, 22 Oct— With
the permission of the Minis-
try of Commerce, Myanmar
Tong Tah Trade Fair 2003
will be held grandly at the
Yangon Trade Centre on
Pazundaung Streethere from
26 to 30 November.

On sale at the trade fair
will be various kinds of tex-
tile, cosmetics, plastic ware,
foodstuff, electric and elec-
tronic appliances, household
utensils, stationery, ma-
chines, sport gear and other
materials.

MNA

delegation leav

External Affairs of India.
The delegation was seen
off at the Yangon Interna-
tional Airport by Directors-
General from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Mr
Rajiv Kumar Bhatia, Am-

es for India

India.

Deputy Minister U Khin
Maung Win was accompa-
nied by Deputy Director-
General U Nyan Lynn and
Director U Ye Myint of the
Political Department of the

bassador of the Embassy of

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Deputy Minister U Khin Maung Win and party belng s€

off at the airport. —mnNa

operation with the local
populace. In the evening,
they visited the pagodas
and made cash donations
there. A total of 105 repre-
sentatives from Ayeyawady
Divisionlodged at Myinkapa
Village in NyaungU Town-
ship and performed health
care services for the chil-
dren, social and educational
services in the village. They
presented souvenirs to the

\

Secretariatmember of USDA (Central) Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan meets people from Thantsinkyai

hosts.
Myawady TV Broadcast-
ing Unit entertained the rep-
resentatives with Shumawa
Anyeint, the Myanma Mo-
tion Picture Enterprise of the
Ministry of Information with
the films titled “Kaung-kin-
htet-ka-pan-ta-pwint” and
“Pan-ta-pwint-phan-sin-
chin” and documentry on 18
October evening, “Achit-ko-
mway-phwar-chin” and

“Chit-chin-ei-acha-me-
hnike” and documentry on
19 October and “Hna-lon-
hla-lu-maik” and “Tha-mee-
maik” and documentry on
20 October.

The Myanma Radio and
Television and the MRTV-3
under the Ministry of Infor-
mation held interview pro-
grammes with the repre-
sentatives and local resi-
dents. — MNA

village, NyaungU township, and representatives from Sagaing Divisiema—

- E ﬂ"_.i._"':e

T . G T
A close relatlonshlp between local people and representatives of national-+asces.

Blood

YANGON, 22 Oct — Ko-
rea International Coopera-
tion Agency (KOICA) yes-
terday contributed 1,000

bags donated t

blood bags worth K 3 mil-
lionto Yangon General Hos-
pital. Medical Superintend-
ent of the hospital Dr Teik

o YGH

Wan accepted the bags and
presented certificates of hon-
our to Ms Sook Hee Baek of
KOICA. — MNA

Medical Superintendent Dr Teik Wan accepts 1,000 units of blood bags worth
million donated by Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) to the Yang
General Hospital— mna

Educational talks on IT launched in
Ayeyawady Division

YANGON, 22 Oct — Un-
der the joint cooperation of
the Myanmar Computer Fed-
eration and the CICC of Ja-
pan, the Myanmar Compu-
ter Enthusiasts” Association
launched a mobile pro-
gramme foreducational talks
on IT at eight places in six
townships of Ayeyawady Di-
vision on 21 October, and
the programme will go on
until 27 October.

Officials from computer
associations led by Chair-
®an of MCF U Thein Oo
Qi1 give talks at six high
schools and two education

colleges in Danubyu,
Hinthada, Yekyi,
Myaungmya, Pathein and
Chaungtha townships in
Ayeyawady Division.
Practical demonstration
will be given on the applica-
tion of computer networking
systems ineducation, health,
social and economic fields.
Arrangements have been
made for students, teachers
and computer enthusiasts to
explore the Internet. Small
computer dictionaries will be
presented to every student as
well as teacher who attends
the talk shows. And

wellwishers — Myanmar
Computer Co (MCC),
Knowledge Management &
Dedication C (KMD), Com-
puter Technical Team (CTT),
Geocomp Myanmar Co,
Myanmar Compu Mart Co,
Queen Star Co, Lucky Bird
Co, and Myanmar Millen-
nium Group (MMG) — will
provide necessary equipment
for installation of the Net-
work to the six high schools
and the two education col-
leges. Moreover, Soft Guide
Co Ltd will also donate CDs
on nine-grader biology and
chemistry. — MNA



Blood Donors
Day to be

observed

YANGON, 22 Oct — The
ceremony to observe the 27th
Blood Donors Day will be
held here in December.

The blood donors (50
times and above) and the
blood donors who won med-
als for outstanding perform-
ance in social fields class I,
II or I1I on 4 January 2003,
may enlist together with
blood donation certificates
and national registration
cards at the Central National
Blood Bank of Yangon Gen-
eral Hospital from 9 am to
3.30 pm from 21 October to
21 November. — MNA

YANGON, 22 Oct — The
Myanma Oil and Gas Enter-
prise under the Ministry of
Energy held its third four-
monthly work coordination
meeting for the 2003-2004
fiscal year at the meeting hall
of the ministry on Pyay Road
yesterday morning.

Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Lun Thi spoke on
the occasion.

Next, the minister heard
progress reports on exploi-
tation of crude oil and natu-
ral gasand gave instructions.
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen
Than Htay, Director-Gen-
eral of the Energy Planning
Department U Soe Myint,
Managing Director of the

Commerce Mini

Y ANGON, 22 Oct — Min-
ister for Commerce Brig-Gen
Pyai Sone received Mr
Jimmy Teo of JBs Resources
PteLtd, Singapore, and party
this afternoon.

ster meets guests

Also present at the call
were Deputy Minister for
Commerce Brig-Gen Aung
Tun, directors-general and
managing directors of the
ministry.— MNA

MOGE holds coord meeting

MOGE U San Lwin and of-
ficials also gave additional
reports.

Afterhearing the reports,
the minister gave instructions
on more production of crude
oil and natural gas for local
sufficiency, fire prevention
measures, and the minimiz-
ing of loss and wastage. He
also laid down future plans.

MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi addresses the third four-monthly work coordination meeting of the MOGE
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Dinner hosted to participants ...

(from page 1)
who participated in the mass
rallies to mark the success-
ful conclusion of the mass
rallies for the success of the
seven-point future policy
programme of the State, and

spoke words of thanks.
Present at the tea party
were the USDA Coordina-
tor, the secretary-general, sec-
retaries, members of the cen-

tral executive committee of
the USDA, the presiding
chairmen of the mass rallies
and members, representatives
of social organizations, mas-
ters of ceremonies of the mass
rallies, and outstanding
youths of the new generation.

At the tea party, Lt-Gen
Soe Win thanked those
present for the successful

for the success of the seven-
point future policy pro-
gramme of the State in the
Bagan Archaeological Zone
and called for their active
participation with full Union
Spirit in the realization of
the seven-point roadmap of
the State in accord with the
Bagan Declaration. Lt-Gen
Soe Win cordially met with
them. — MNA

| 1

the 2003-2004 fiscal year. £8ErRGY
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Myanmar delegation led by Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint being welcomed at

Sports Minister arrives back

YANGON, 22 Oct — The
Myanmar delegation led by
Chairman of Myanmar Ol-
ympic Committee Minister
for Sports Brig-Gen Thura
Aye Myint, after attending
the fifth civil sports festival
of the People’s Republic of
Chinaheld at Chansa, Hunan
Province, the PRC, from 18
to 22 October, arrived back
here by air this afternoon.

The delegation was wel-
comed back at Yangon In-
ternational Airport by Min-
ister at the Prime Minister’s
Office U Ko Lay, Chairman
of Civil Service Selection
and Training Board Dr Than
Nyunt, officials of the Min-
istry of Sports, members of
panel of leading patrons of
Myanmar Women’s Sports
Federation, Chinese Ambas-

sador to Myanmar Mr Li
Jinjun and embassy staff and
families.

Members of the delega-
tionJoint-Secretary of MOC
Director of Sports and Physi-
cal Education Department U
Than Zaw and member of
MOC President of Myanmar
Wushu Federation U Khin
Maung Lay also arrived back
on the same flight. — MNA

Education Ministry offers Kathina robes

Y ANGON, 22 Oct — Min-
istry of Education on 20 Oc-
tober held Kathina robes of-
fering ceremony at Sabbinyu
Monastery and conserated
the pagodaNo 3129 at Bagan
in NyaungU Township.

The ministry also held the
consecration ceremony of the
PagodaNo3129. Attherobe
offering ceremony, Minister
for Education U Than Aung
and officials offered robes to
the monks. The minister and
officials presented K 2.2 mil-
lion donated by the ministry
to the monks. At 11 am, the
monks consecrated the pa-

goda. Next, the minister and
officials offered robes and
presented K 2.6 million to

the monks and K 1 million to
the trust funds of the pagoda
through an official. — MNA

Maha Janaka marionette contest continues

YANGON, 22 Oct — The
marionette contest on Maha
Janaka drama of the 11th
Myanmar Traditional Cul-

tural Performing Arts Com-
petitions continued at the
National Theatre on Myoma
Kyaung Street in Dagon

A contestant competes
the boys’ singing contest|
(Dhammapuja song) at|
basic education level
(aged 10-15) at the 11tl
MTCPAC. —vNA

Ma Eint Thara Thu of
Yangon Division com-
petes in the girls’ piano
contest (aged 15-20) af
the 11th MTCPAC.

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin watches artistes of Sagaing Division competing in the Maha Janaka Drama Contest. —

Township this evening.

The Maha Janaka Drama
troupe of Sagaing Division
took part in the contest with
the accompanimentof U Sein
Hla Myaing Saing troupe
today.

It was attended by mem-
bers of panel of patrons of
the competitions Minister for
Culture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung
and Chairman of Yangon
City Development Commit-
tee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Linn and wife, Vice-
Chairman of the leading
committee for holding the
competitions Deputy Minis-
ter for Information Brig-Gen
Aung Thein, Chairman of the
work committee Com-
mander of No 3 Military
Region Col Tint Hsan, Com-
mander of No 4 Military
Region Col Yan Naing Oo,
officials of the work com-
mittee and subcommittees,
artistes and fans.

Tawwin marionette
troupe of Yangon Division
will participate in the con-
test which will continue at
the same venue tomorrow.

MNA
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Ever-greening Lawkananda

Sanctuary Park

Article: Ko Tin Hline (Meiktila)
Photos: LawKananda Sanctuary Park,

Bagan , a Myanma an-
cient historical and cultural
site, belongs to Anyaregion,
an arid zone with lots of pa-
godas, stupas and caves. And
itis also lush and green with
woods and trees.

Under the reign of King
Anawrahta, Bagan under-
went affluence and prosper-
ity. Moreover, there flour-
ished Theravada Buddhism
in Bagan. According to the
stone inscriptions, itis learnt

Star tortois:

es kept in the Lawkananda Sanctuary Park.

that the agricultural sector
was then successful. Bagan
suffered deforestation be-
cause of using a lot of fire-
wood cut from the forests of
nearby areas.

The Head of State him-
self made field tours of the
arid zone and gave special
priority to preservation of
forests as well as that of en-
vironment. Steps are under
way for greening of the cen-
tral Myanmar.

In line with the guid-
ance of Head of State Senior
General Than Shwe, plans
were laid down and are be-
ing implemented to green
such central zones as Sagaing
Division, Mandalay Division
and Magway Division.

The forest department
has established 28 sanctuar-
ies. The Lawkananda Sanc-
tuary Park is among them and
is located near Thiripissaya
village in NyaungU District.

There are a variety of trees,
flowering plants, and animals.
The park is now the new one,
andithad existed since Bagan
era. The park was renovated
and opened in 1999 by the
forest department with the
aim of creating a haven for
wildlife, making it a recrea-
tion centre for the public and
arousing the public aware-
ness of the forest.
Teak, pyingadoe,

padauk, thitya, ingyimnd

other trees grow thickly in

the park that even the sun-
light cannot penetrate them.
Moreover, flowering plants
are in full bloom. Star tor-
toises, endangered species,
are also kept in the park. The
brood of star tortoises are
released to the area where
they can live naturally so as
to deter them from extinc-
tion.

To make the park look
green and pleasant forever,
arrangements have been
made to grow more teak
trees, mango trees, papaya
plants, and other kinds of
trees.

Lawkananda Sanctuary
Park is the beauty of Bagan.
Therefore, the park will no
doubt attract not only locals
but also tourists. And it will
also be a great relief to all of
those who pay a visit there.

Translation: KTY
Myanma Alin: 13-10-200

Young students watch a

crane in the Lawkananda
Sanctuary Park.

Archway of the Lawkananda Sanctuary Park.

Heho Airport to facilitate
transport sector

Runway of Heho Airport

Reading the news that
Lt-Gen Aung Htwe of the
Ministry of Defence made a
speechand unveiled the stone
inscription of New Heho
Airportof Shan State (South)
at the opening ceremony on
12 October morning, I hap-
pened to remember inter-
viewing in-charge of con-
struction of the airport
Monywa-native U Kyaw
Zwa Myint of Asia World
Co Ltd on my trip to
Taunggyi, Loilem,
Panglong, Namsang, Inlay
pagoda festival, Heho,

Kengtung, Mongla, and
Tachilek.

Heho Airport is the
entrance to Shan State
(South), its capital Taunggyi,
and the mountainous tour-
isty place of Inlay lake. Inlay
region, situated between the
two mountain ranges in
Nyaungshwe Township,
Taunggyi District, is com-
posedofalargelake, 11 miles
in length and 4 miles in
breadth, and its surrounding
areas complete with strange
natural scenes and thriving
vegetables plantations on

floating islands of the lake.

Thanks to the favour-
able climate, gardening is
carried out on a large scale,
and other handicraft indus-
tries such as goldsmith, sil-
versmith, sculpture and tex-
tile are also the main enter-
prises of the region. Inlay
longyi, Inlay shoulder bag,
silverware and Buddha im-
ages are the famous prod-
ucts of the region.

It is also fascinating
to see local people of the
lake row their boat with the
legs. Allover the world, there

the air

is no place like Inlay where
boats are rowed with the legs.
Heya Ywama floating mar-
ket where shops are opened
on boats is another attractive
scene. Being a place that is
fascinating the foreign tour-
ists, Inlay PhaungdawU Pa-
goda Festival of the lake-
region is crowded with for-
eign tourists taking photos
of its beautiful scenes.

Heho Airport facili-
tates the transport of the re-
gion complete with pleasant
scenes, interesting cultural
heritage, and customs of lo-
cal national races.

Asia World Co Ltd
started the upgrading tasks
of the old airport on 27 Au-
gust 2001, including exten-
sion of the 6,000-foot long
runway into a 8,500-foot
long one, widening of the
breadth of the runway from
50 feet to 100 feet, and tar-
ring the tarmac. A 720x300
Sq-feet apron for aircraftand
a 300x50 Sq-feet airport
building have also been con-
structed. Western part of
Kyahon mountain that was
included in the area of the
airfield was also levelled,
and the 9-foot long and
5,200-footlong entrance way
to the airport was extended

Article by Sein Shwe Hizing W
Photos by Tin Soe (Myanma Alin)

| P EvT—

The stone inscription

into a 24-foot wide two way
lane. An archway with the
breadth of 34 feet was also
constructed. The upgrading
tasks completed on 1 Octo-
ber2003, allowing Forker F-
28 aeroplanes to land at the
airport. Plans are under way
to further extend the runway
into a 10,000x200 Sq-foot
one that will allow large air-
craftsuchas Boeing and Air-
bus.

The air transport sec-

tor of the country has gradu-
ally improved while the
number of airport has risen
from 21 in 1988 to 26 now.
F-28s can land at eighteen of
them. Increased number of
airports that can operate
F-28s including Heho air-
port is sure to facilitate the
transportof tourist places like
Inlay region.
Kk
(Translation: MWT)

Myanma Alin, 17-10-2003
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic
development of all regions in the country

The 1,180 feet long Ngamin dam is situat

ed on Ngamin Creek, 1.5 miles east of Ngamin Village in Taungdwingyi Township, Magway
Division. It was opened on 18 July 1999. The facility was designed to irrigate 4,000 acres of farmland in Taungdwingyi Township.
PHOTO: MYANMA ALIN

The 300-foot Langkho Bridge was commissioned into service near Dahseik village in Langkho Township, southern Shan State on
11 September 2003. It is linking Langkho and Mongpan Townships on Namhsan-Monai-Tahsan motorway.— PHOTO: MNA

The liquefied petroleum gas plant of Myanma Petrochemical Enterprise, the
Ministry of Energy, in Nyaungdon, Pantanaw, Maubin region, was built with

the aim of producing propane liquefied gas, butane liquefied gas, naphtha
petrol and lean gas, using wood-substitute fuels for prevention of deforestation,
practising thrift in electricity use, producing fuels for industrial and vehicle use
and preventing air pollution. — PHOTO: MNA
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ADUERTISEMENTS

Chinese, Mexican
presidents pledge

to further ties

BanGkok, 22 Oct
Chinese President Hu Jintao
and his Mexican counter-
part, Vicente Fox, agreed in
their talks on Monday to
further develop the friendly
ties between the two coun-
tries.

Their meeting took
place here prior to the open-
ing of the 11th Economic
Leaders’ Meeting of the
Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation (APEC) forum.
Both leaders spoke highly
of the progress in relations
between the two countries
and lauded the bilateral co-
operation in a wide range
of fields in recent years.

Hu said the Chinese
Government attaches great
importance to developing
an all-round friendly coop-
eration with Mexico.

He called on the two
sides to join hands in fully
tapping the potential of bi-
lateral cooperation, support
the business circles of both
countries and further bilat-
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Port of Yangon.

Claims Day.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “MAS SUTRA” VOY NO (045)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MAS SUTRA Voy
No (045) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving
on23-10-2003 and cargo will be discharged into the premises
of M.LP where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and
expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily between 8 am to
11.20amand 12 noon to4 pm up to Claims Day now declared
as the third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S PREMIER SPECTRUM
Phone : 256908,378316,376797

Singapore aims to
become regional
medical service hub

SINGAPORE, 22 Oct —
Singaporean Acting Health
Minister Khaw Boon Wan
reiterated on Monday that
Singapore is determined to
become a medical service
hub for the region.

Khaw said that last year,
more than 200,000 foreign-
ers came to Singapore for
medical services. “But our
dream was much more am-
bitious. With 500 million
people in ASEAN (Associa-
tion of South-East Asian
Nations), just 10 per cent
alone would be a sizeable
volume for our healthcare
sector,” he said.

The minister made the
remarks at the launch of Sin-
gapore medicine, a multi-
agency governmentinitiative
aimed at developing the
city-state into one of Asia’s
leading destinations for
healthcare services.

MNA/Xinhua

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “FAREAST EXPRESS”
VOY NO (100)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV “FAREAST EX-
PRESS” Voy No (100) which will arrive on 22-10-2003 are
hereby notified that their cargo will be discharged into the
premises of MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily between 8 am to

11.20amand 12 noon to4 pmup to Claims Day now declared

Claims Day.

as the third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: TOKO KAIUN KAISHA LTD JAPAN
Phone : 256914,256908,256924

Heavy workload and life
pressures or physical condi-
tions, including the lack of
milk, were major reasons

eral ties.

Fox said China’s rapid
development constitutes a
stabilizing force in the re-
gion and also provides
Mexico with great oppor-
tunities for developing its
domestic economy.

MNA/Xinhua

Blair rests after

heart scare

LonpoN, 22 Oct — Brit-
ish Prime Minister Tony
Blair scaled back his work-
load on Monday after requir-
ing five hours of hospital
treatment including electric
shocks to regulate heart pal-
pitations over the weekend,
in the first health scare of his
premiership.

The 50-year-old Blair —
who has had the toughest
year of his six-year rule with
the Iraq war and its difficult
aftermath — was sending
Foreign Minister Jack Straw
in his place to report on a
European Union meeting to
Parliament.—MNA/Reuters|

Study says sexual identity hard-wired

by genetics

L os ANGELES, 22 Oct — Sexual identity is wired into the genes, which discounts t
concept that homosexuality and transgender sexuality are a choice, Californiaresearg

ers reported on Monday.

“Our findings may help
answer an important ques-
tion — why do we feel male
or female?” Dr. Eric Vilain,
a genetics professor at the
University of California, Los
Angeles School of Medicine,
said in a statement. “Sexual
identity is rooted in every
person’s biology before birth
and springs from a variation
in our individual genome.”

His team has identified
54 genes in mice that may
explain why male and female
brains look and function dif-
ferently.

Since the 1970s, scien-
tists have believed that
estrogen and testosterone
were wholly responsible for
sexually organizing the brain.
Recent evidence, however,
indicates that hormones can-

not explain everything
about the sexual differences
between male and female
brains.

Published in the latest
edition of the journal Molecu-
lar Brain Research the
UCLA discovery may also
offer physicians animproved
tool for gender assignment of
babies born with ambiguous
genitalia.

Using two genetic testing
methods, the researchers
compared the production of
genes in male and female
brains in embryonic mice—
long before the animals de-
veloped sex organs.

They found 54 genes pro-
duced in different amounts
in male and female mouse
brains, prior to hormonal in-
fluence. Eighteen of the genes

were produced at higher le-
vels in the male brains; 36
were produced at higher le-
vels in the female brains.

“We discovered that the
male and female brains dif-
fered in many measurable
ways, including anatomy and
function,” Vilain said.

For example, the two
hemispheres of the brain ap-
peared more symmetrical in
females than in males. Ac-
cording to Vilain, the sym-
metry may improve commu-
nication between both sides
of the brain, leading to en-
hanced verbal expressiveness
in females. “This anatomical
difference may explain why
women cansometimes articu-
late their feelings more easily
than men,” he said.

MNA/Reuters

leading to young mothers’
failure to breast feed, Ding
said. Health experts regard
mother’s milk as the best
heand most ideal food for
pnewborns becauseitcan help
babies improve their im-
mune system.
Though Chinese women
have along tradition of breast

Growth of 30% Chinese
babies impaired by lack of
breast feeding

Beuing, 22 Oct — Thirty percent of Chinese women
are unable to breast feed their babies for various rea-
sons, which impairs the normal growth of their infants at
the same percentage, said Ding Zongyi, a celebrated
Chinese professor on baby medical science, on Monday.

feeding, breast feeding rates
in the country, however,
dropped greatly over recent
years. Many mothers mis-
takenly believed that using
substitutions, such as vari-
ous kinds of milk powder
available on the market, was
more nutritious, said experts.

Ding noted that the arti-
ficial-formula milk powder
fell far short of lactalbumin,
akey nutrient in breast milk.

MNA/Xinhua

day.

guarded.”

US doctors say Egyptian
twins improving

DaLLas, 22 Oct— One week after doctors separated
two-year-old Egyptian twins conjoined at the crown of
the head, one of the boys has been taken off a mechani-
cal ventilator and their condition may soon be up-
graded from critical to guarded, doctors said on Sun-

DrJames Thomas, director of critical care at Children’s
Medical Centre in Dallas where Ahmed and Mohamed
Ibrahim were separated last Sunday, said Mohamed was
taken off a ventilator that had helped him to breathe and his
brother may be removed from the apparatus on Monday.

“If Ahmed continues to improve, he may be ready to
come off the ventilator tomorrow,” Thomas said. “Once
each twin is breathing on his own without respiratory
distress, his condition may be upgraded from critical to

MNA/Reuters
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China, US launch cooperation in
fighting “AIDS”

Bewing, 23 Oct — Public health authorities of China and the United States o
Monday pledged to work more closely to fight AIDS in China.

Chinese and US health officials and
disease control experts inaugurated a Beijing
HIV/AIDS office of the Global AIDS Pro-
gramme, initiated by the US Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

The China office would “garner greater
national and local government commitment
to fighting HIV/AIDS” and “strengthen
Chinese efforts in HIV/AIDS prevention
and care”, said a spokesman for the office.

Describing HIV/AIDS a “very urgent
public health issue” in China, US CDC
director Julie Gerberding said the pro-
gramme would provide information and
expertise to assist China.

China’s Health Ministry estimated that
at least one million Chinese are infected
with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. The
annual rate of the increase of HIV carriers
has averaged 30 per cent in recent years.
Medical experts warned the number of HIV
carriers could soar to 10 million by 2010 if

the disease now.

“The biggest challenge we’re facing is
how to prevent the disease from transmit-
ting to the general public from high-risk
people such as prostitutes,” said Li Liming,
director of the Chinese Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Vice-Health Minister Huang Jiefu said
China would “ honour its commitment to
take transparent and open-minded meas-
ures” to address the problem, and to conduct
swift international cooperation.

“China has learned many lessons from
the severe acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) outbreak, and one of them is inter-
national cooperation,” he said.

The office will work with the Chinese
CDC to strengthen national and local sur-
veillance systems of HIV/AIDS and sexu-
ally transmitted diseases. It also aims to
develop basic care and treatment models for
China’s vast rural areas.

n

Hu urges efforts boosting
Asia-Pacific stability

rapid growth seen in past decades.

“The reason why this re-
gionhaskept the high growth
momentum for decadesis be-
cause it has basically main-
tained an environment of
peace and stability,” the Chi-
nese President said in an ad-
dress delivered at the first-
day session of the 11th Eco-
nomic Leaders’ Meeting of
the 21-member Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
(APEC) forum.

“We should enhance mu-
tual trust and endeavour to
make the Asia- Pacific Re-
gion stable,” Hu said. “Sta-
bility is a prerequisite for
development.”

“We should cherish par-
ticularly this peaceful and

come by easily,” he added.

The Chinese President
urged member economies to
increase mutual trust on the
basis of mutual respect, seek
common ground while
putting aside differences, and
work to resolve whatever
problems there might be
through dialogue and con-
sultation in a joint effort to
maintain peace and stability
in the region.

“The Asia-Pacific is a re-
gion of rich diversity. Coun-
tries are different in history,
cultural tradition, political
system and economic model,
which gives theregionits very
vigour and vitality, “ Hu
noted.

Banckok , 22 Oct — Chinese President Hu Jintao urged here Monday that Pacific
Rim countries take steps to boost stability so as to keep the region’s momentum of

members to work together in
the fightagainst terrorismand
other non-traditional threats.

“For some time, terrorist
attacks have gone on una-
bated in the Asia-Pacific
Region, undermining the
economic and social devel-
opment of anumber of coun-
tries,” Hu said.

“We should respond to
that with closer cooperation
and stronger measures to
address both the symptoms
and root causes of the prob-
lem, stand rock firm against
terrorism and create a more
favourable environment for
common development and
common prosperity, “ the
Chinese President added.

no effective measures are taken to control MNA/Xinhua| stable situation that has not He also urged APEC MNA/Xinhua
Radio development forum
opens In Beljing
BEeninG , 22 Oct— Over 150 people involved in the radio industry around the world
gathered here Monday for the 2003 Radio Development Forum to discuss the future
and development of the industry.
This year was set as “China Radio De- | and offer an international platform for dis-
velopment Year” by the State Administra- | cussing radio development.
tion of Radio, Film & Television of China During the forum, participants from the
; % | (SARFT), and the two-day forum would | Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union, the Euro-
. provide impetus for mutual exchange, fur- | pean Broadcasting Union, the United States,
'] — | thercooperationand common development, | Singapore and Taiwan will exchange views
said Hu Zhanfan, deputy director general of | on future trends of the radio industry, radio
i - SARFT, at the opening ceremony of the | station operation, the building of brands and

Less than one in a hundred Greeks thinks hosting the Olympic Games next ye

e i g

il

forum.

Yang Bo, director-general of China Na-
tional Radio (CNR), initiator and sponsor of
the forum, said at the opening ceremony
that the forum aimed to explore creative

areig vaays of running China’s radio industry

the promotion of new radio technologies.

Xu Guangchun, deputy head of the Pub-
licity Department of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party Central Committee and also direc-
tor of SARFT, attended the opening cere-
mony. — MNA/Xinhua

major national issue, a poll published in Greece’s Kathimerini newspaper shoy
file photo shows the newly built Olympic beach volleyball stadium at
Faliro coastal zone in Athens. BERNET

More than 80%
of computers in
China hit by
viruses

TianiN, 22 Oct— Some
85 per cent of computers in
China were affected by vi-
ruses in 2003, 1.59 percent-
age points higher than the
level in 2002 and 25.57 per-
centage points higher than
the 2001 level, according to
a survey released here Mon-
day.

The survey was con-
ducted nationwide in the two
months until June 10 by the
public information network
security supervision bureau
of the Ministry of Public
Security.

Virus infections this year
caused losses to some 63 per
cent of users of computers
involved in the survey, a
slight drop compared with
the figure a year ago.

MNA/Xinhua

Uganda gets $71m from
Global Fund for “AIDS”
medicine

KampaLA , 22 Oct — Uganda has got 71.96 million US
dollars from the Global Fund to buy anti-retrovirals for
three years, reported local dailyThe Monitoron Monday.

Ugandais the biggest ben-
eficiary from this third round
of grants released by the Glo-
bal Fund afteratwo-day meet-
ing in Chiang Mai in Thai-
land.

US Secretary of Health
and Human Services Tommy
Thompsonsaid a total of 623
milliondollarshasbeen given
out to 125 countries.

Thompson said that 60 per
cent of the grants have been
dedicated to HIV/AIDS, 23
per cent to malariaand 17 per
cent to tuberculosis (TB).

Global Fund Executive
Director Richard Feachem
said the money will help in-
crease the number of people
on anti-retroviral therapy

(ART) by 200,000, as well as
provide 18 million insecti-
cide treatment mosquito nets,
and treatment for 760,000 TB
patients in the world.
Ugandais expected to use
the money to scale up ART
for its AIDS patients and the
Ugandan Ministry of Health

s. A

Britain launches security information

service for business
Lonpon, 22 Oct — British Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) launched an
initiative Monday aimed at making it more accessible for the British businessmen at
home and abroad to the information of security and political risks around the world.

InaPressrelease, the Lon-
don-based organization said
the service would help indus-
try make the right decisions
on anything from employee
safety to limiting damage
caused by terrorism.

Working closely with the
Confederation of British In-
dustry (CBI), the FCO drew
up the scheme to meet the
needs of industry for up-to-
date information on countries
with which they do business.

British Minister for Trade,
Investment and Foreign Af-

fairs Mike O’Brien said that
“our staff based around the
world are on the end of a
phone or contactable by e-
mail to help British business
who need information about
overseas security and politi-
cal risk”.

Digby Jones, director-
general of the CBI, said the
initiative would make it easier
for businesses operating
around the world.

A steering group compris-
ing officials from the FCO,
the CBI and Trade Partners

UK, a joint operation of the
Department of Trade and In-
dustry and the Foreign Of-
fice, will work alongside busi-
ness representatives, ensur-
ing the government remains
responsive to the needs of
companies who work abroad,
he said.

Security is now an inte-
gral part of everyday busi-
ness life for the largest com-
panies and this trend is spread-
ing to smaller ones and must
continue quickly, Digby said.

MNA/Xinhua

said the money would be used
tobuy anti-retroviral for three
years.

Uganda has 150,000 peo-
ple with AIDS in urgent need
of the life-saving drugs.

Only 10 per cent of these
have access to ART, but the
government is completing
plans to reach everyone who
needs thedrugs with free com-

binations. — MNA/Xinhua

Russian
spacecraft
docks
with
“1SS”

Moscow, 22 Oct — The Russian Soyuz TMA-3
spacecraft carrying a three-member crew docked with the
International Space StatiofiSS) on Monday, two days
after blasting off from the Russian Baikonur cosmodrome

in Kazakhstan.

The docking took place automatically as planned at
11:16 a.m. Moscow time (0716 GMT), the ITARTASS
news agency reported. Aboard the spacecraft are Russian
astronaut Alexander Kaleri, NASA astronaut Michael Foale
and Spanish astronaut Pedro Duque from the European

Space Agency (ESA).

MNA/Xinhua
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Ferguson lands two-match
ban and fine

Lonpon, 22 Oct— Manchester United manager Alex
Ferguson was banned from the touchline for two matche

Football Association on Monday for abusing a match official|

The punishment related to comments directed at the fourth
official by Ferguson during the English champions’ 2-1 Premier
League win at Newcastle United on August 23.

The FA found Ferguson guilty of improper conduct and using
insulting language at a lengthy disciplinary hearing attended by
Ferguson in Manchester on Monday.

The start date of the ban is still to be confirmed, the FA said
in a statement.

Ferguson was sent from the dugout by referee Uriah Rennie
after complaining that a penalty was not awarded after a chal-
lenge by Newcastle’s Andy O’Brien on United winger Ryan
Giggs during the game at St James’ Park.

The 61-year-old Scot appeared to swear at fourth official Jeff
Winter on his way from the dugout. Ferguson watched the rest of

Zaccheroni ready to turn Inter Milan around

RomE, 22 Oct— Alberto Zaccheroni has spoken of his enthusiasm for his new job
after replacing Hector Cuper as coach of Inter Milan at the weekend.

“I"m perfectly in tune with the environ-
ment at the club and with the ambitions of
B(Inter president Massimo) Moratti,”

and fined 10,000 pounds (16,770 dollars) by the Englishzaccheroni was quoted as saying in La

Gazzetta dello Spoon Monday.
“I've got a competitive squad at my
disposal. It was an offer I couldn’t refuse.”

Argentine Cuper was sacked on Sunday,
the day after a 2-2 draw with Brescia left
Inter in eighth place in Serie A, seven points
behind leaders Juventus.

His 50-year-old successor, known inItaly
as “Zac”, had been out of work since being
sacked by Lazio at the end of the 2001-2002
season and can expect a cool reception from
Inter fans.

In the 1998-99 season he enjoyed his
greatest success when he steered Inter’s city
rivals AC Milan to the Serie A title.

when, as coach of Lazio, he beat Hector
Cuper’s side 4-2 on the last day of the 2001-
2002 season to dash Inter’s hopes of winning
their first scudetto since 1989.

It was a blow from which Cuper never
recovered and that opened a permanent
inquest into his leadership of the club,
especially following the bitter defection of
World Footballer of the Year Ronaldo to
Real Madrid at the start of the following
season.

The Brazilian striker cited personal dif-
ferences with Cuper as the main reason for
his departure.

AfterInter’s 3-1 defeat in the Milan derby
two weeks ago, Zaccheroni’s name circu-
lated in Italy’s sports Press as a possible
successor to Cuper, though Lazio coach
Roberto Mancini was rumoured to be

the match from Newcastle manager Bobby Robson’s office.
MNA/Reuters

Three years later he masterminded In-
ter’s most painful defeat of recent years

Moratti’s preferred choice.

MNA/Reuters

= - =
Woo Sung Yong (C) of South Korea fights for the ball against Vietham’s Le Qi
Vuong (R), Phan Van Tal Em (L), and Nguyen Huu Thang (back L) during thejrin China. South Korea play

countries’ Asia Cup 2004 qualifying match, on 19 October 2003 in Muscat.

Vietnam won 1-0INTERNET

Vietnam beat South
Korea in Cup qualifier

Tokyo, 22 Oct— Striker
Pham Van Quyen snatched a
76th-minute winner as Viet-
nam stunned South Korea 1-0
in an Asian Cup qualifier.

The result of Sunday’s
gameleaves World Cup semi-
finalists South Korea on top
of Group E on goal difference
from Oman, who thrashed
Nepal 6-0 in Muscat.

South Korea, missing se-
veral overseas-based players
for the qualifying competi-
tion, have nine points from
four games, the same as
Oman. The top two teams ad-

Oance to the 2004 Asian Cup

hosts Oman on Tuesday.
MNA/Reuters|

Newcastle striker Bellamy
to have knee surgery

Lonpon, 22 Oct— Newcastle United’s Welsh in-
ternational striker Craig Bellamy has flown to the
United States to have surgery on his left knee in the
next 24 hours, the Premier League club said on
Monday.

Bellamy has been suffering with tendonitis in his
left knee for several weeks and previously had the
same problem in his right knee.

A statement from Newcastle United said: “The
problem flared up again during his last international
duty and it was felt that following further consultation
surgery would be the best option for Craig.”

Bellamy will be treated by Colorado surgeon Rich-
ard Steadman, who has already helped several players
with knee problems.

Newcastle had hoped that by resting the knee and
following a special exercise programme Bellamy’s
injury would settle down.

He played the full 90 minutes in Wales’ final Euro
2004 group qualifier against Serbia and Montenegro
nine days ago. But United manager Bobby Robson has

South American soccer round-up

Rio pe JanEIrRO, 220ct— Uruguay’s Clausura championship leaders Penarol lost their unbeaten record to low!
Tacuarembo thanks to goals from Roberto Raveglia and Horacio Erpen. Atletico Nacional booked a place in t
semi-finals phase of the Colombian championship by edging out Tulua in a closely-fought 1-0 win but the footb
calendar was suspended in Bolivia due to social and political upheavals.

URUGUAY

Second-half goals from
Raveglia and Argentine
Erpen gave Tacuarembo a
surprise 2-0 win over
Clausura leaders Penarol.

Penarol were constantly
troubled by the fast-moving
interchanges between the
pair.

Miramar Misiones, who
trail Penarol by seven points,
missed a chance to close the
gap further by drawing 2-2
at home to Cerro.

Central Espanol’s 2-1
home win over Juventud
pushed the club into third
place, level on 19 points with
Miramar Misiones.

Apertura champions
Nacional continued their in-
different run of form, drop-
ping points in their 2-2 home
draw with Defensor Sport-
ing and slipping down to
fourth place on 18 points.

COLOMBIA

Freddy Grisales and
Faustino Asprilla were the
two central figures for
Atletico Nacional whoedged
out Tulua 1-0 thanks to a

penalty by Robinson Munoz.

Asprilla was in inspired
form, and Grisales was
equally effective for
Nacional as the team secured
their place in the semi-final
phase of the Colombian
championship.  Carlos
Hernandez gave away the
penalty after handling the
ball in the Tulua area.

Clinical finishing helped
Tolima to a 3-0 win over
Millionarios, putting the club
within reach of a semi-final
place. Arley Dinas opened
the scoring with aheader and
Millionarios’ fate was sealed
when central defender Oscar
Julian Ruiz was dismissed
for dissent.

CHILE

Universidad de Chile
wiped out a 2-0 deficit to
draw with Universidad de
Concepcioninamatch where
both sides had a player sent
off. Concepcion’s playmaker
Jorge Valdivia was sent off
after seven minutes when he
retaliated to Luis Musrri’s
lunging challenge by elbow-
ing the Universidad de Chile

captain in the face.

Theblow left Mustri with
abloodied face, but Valdivia
played down the incident.

“There may have been
contact, but I never meant to
hurt Musrri. It was part and
parcel of the game and I think
the officials were too strict
with us,” he said.

Concepcion reacted by
going on the attack and were
rewarded when Ricardo
Viveros was tripped in the
box. Fernando Solis con-
verted the penalty on 17 min-
utes and Ricardo Viveros
added a second goal on the
stroke of halftime.

Ezequiel Amayareduced
the deficit with a powerful
shot on 67 minutes, but the
Argentine thenreceived ared
card for an incident off the
ball. Fernando Pierucci
headed the equalizer.

Colo Colo consolidated their
overall lead in the Clausura
championship, with an em-
phatic4-0 win over Temuco.
BOLIVIA

Bolivian football authori-

ties said that six Clausura

championship games that
should have been played
would be rescheduled for
next week.

The mostrecent Clausura
games took place in the coun-
try on October 12, although
amatch between The Strong-
est and Oriente was post-
poned on that date due to
unrest in La Paz.

The Strongest’s mid-
week Libertadores Cup en-
counter with Sao Paulo was
also postponed.

.PERU

Second-placed Alianza
Atletico missed a chance to
move top of the Clausura
championship race by draw-
ing 1-1 at home to Sporting
Cristal.

Midfield substitute Alex
Becerra gave Alianza
Atletico the lead on 55 min-
utes, but Luis Bonnet scored
a last-minute penalty for the
third-placed Brewers.
Leaders Alianza Lima could
only manage a 1-1 draw at
Melgar but remain ahead of
Alianza Atletico on goal dif-

ference.—MNA/Reuters

not pinned any blame on Wales manager Mark Hughes,
after the striker was forced to miss his club’s 1-0 win
at northeast rivals Middlesbrough.

“I have spoken to Mark Hughes at length on Friday
yand I have no problems with the Welsh FA whatsoever
NBecause they have a competent medical staff,” said
plkobson.

Wales face a two-legged Euro 2004 playoff against
Russia next month with the first away leg on Novem-
ber 15. The Newcastle statement added that Bellamy
will face a strict fitness regime after the operation.

MNA/Reuters

Alex, left, of the Brazil's Santos team, and Olsen, of the
Peru’s Cienciano, fight for the ball, during a match for
the 2003 South American Cup, in Santos, Brazil,
on 16 October, 2003.
INTERNET
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Wednesday, 22 October, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly cloudy in
Kayin State, Yangon and Ayeyawady Division, rain or thunder-
showers have been widespread in Mandalay Division, isolated
in Kachin, Mon States, Magway Division and scattered in the
remaining areas with isolated heavyfalls in Mandalay and
Magway Divisions. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded
were Pyinmana (4.14) inches, Taunggyi (2.24) inches, Pakokku
(2.05) inches, Loikaw (1.49) inches and Shwebo (1.26) inches.

Maximum temperature on 21-10-2003 was 32.8°C (91°F).
Minimum temperature on 22-10-2003 was 22.5°C (72°F). Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 22-10-2003 was 75%. Total
sunshine hours on 21-10-2003 was (4.4) hours approx. Rainfall
on 22-10-2003 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and cen-
tral Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 2202 mm (86.68
inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315 mm (91.14 inches) at Kaba-
Aye and 2381 mm (93.74 inches) at central Yangon. Maximum
wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph from Southwest
at (18:30) hours MST on 21-10-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is cloudy in Andaman Sea, south
Bay and partly cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
Special features: According to the observation at (06:30)hrs
MST today, yesterday's low pressure area over Gulf of Thailand
still persists and move westward slowly.

Forecast valid until evening of 23-10-2003Rain or thun-
dershowers are likley to be widespread in Mon State, Taininthayi
Division, scattered in Shan State, Mandalay, Sagaing Divisions
and isolated in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the seaOccasional squalls with moderate to rough
seas are likley off and along Mon, Taninthayi Coast and Gulf
of Mottama, Surface wind speed in squalls may reach (30-40)
mph. Seas will be slight to moderate elsewhere in Myanmar
waters. Outlook for subsequent two daysContinuation of rain
or thundershowers are likely in Southern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
23-10-2003Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. De-
gree of certainty is (60%). Forecast for Mandalay and neigh-
bouring area for 23-10-2003:Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (60%).
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11th Myanmar Tradltlonal Cultural Performing Arts Competitions continue

YANGON, 22 Oct— The
11th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts
Competitions continued at
respective venues for the 9th
day today.

The competitions
were attended by members
of Panels of Patrons and
Chairman of the leading
committee for holding the
competitions Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe, Minister for
Cooperatives Maj-Gen Htay
Oo and Minister for Trans-
port Maj-Gen Hla Myint
Swe, Vice-Chairman of the
leading committee Deputy
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Aung Thein,
Chairman of the Work Com-
mittee for holding the com-
petitions Commander of No-
3 Military Region Col Tint
Hsan, Director-General of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council office Lt-
Col Pe Nyein, departmental
heads, officials of work com-
mittees and sub-committees,
enthusiasts and tourists.

The song contest was
held at the National Museum
on Pyay road. Chairman of
Panel of Judges Assistant Di-
rector Daw Tin Tin Mya of

Engineer Daw May Pyone
Khine and work committee
members made judgements
on the performance of the
contestants at the song con-
test.

At the professional level
classic/modern song contest
(women), a total of fourteen
contestants competed with
"shweledaing" song com-
posed by Shwe Pyi Aye. At
the basic education level re-
ligious song contest (aged
10-15, boys), a total of 17
contestants competed with
Arsriya Sayasong composed

. j 2> |5 H:"“n =
o eatlH |‘1 i IIHWM

Commander Maj-Gen Mylnt Swe watches the performance of Mandalay Division at the Myanma orchestra competitienvmaen).

11H

by vocalist Thein Han Lay.

The higher education
level religious song contest
(boys) and basic education
level classic/modern song
contest (aged 15-20, girls)
will be held at the National
Museum tomorrow.

The competition of songs
composed by the basic edu-
cationlevel (aged 5-10) con-
testants were held at the
Kambawza Theatre of the
Fine Arts Department on
Kaba Aye Pagoda Road this
morning. Songs entitled
"Miba Saya Yothaybar"

composed by the nine con-
testants were competed with
the accompaniment of
artistes. Songs entitled
"Pyinnya Yeyint Pweletint"
composed by the ten con-
testants of higher education
level song-composing con-
test were competed with the
accompaniment of artistes.
Chairman of the Panel of
Judges Bogalay U Tint Aung
and members made judge-
ments on the competitions.

A total of 11 contestants
participated in the amateur
level piano contest (male)

with Nyidaw Minnan song.

A total of two contest-
ants participated in the ama-
teur level piano contest (fe-
male) with Nyidaw Minnan
song. A total of 8 contest-
ants participated in the basic
education level piano con-
test (aged 15-20, boys) with
Taw Hnint Taungswe
(Yodaya) song.

A total of four contest-
ants participated in the basic
education level piano con-
test (aged 15-20, girls) with
"Moe" song.

Chairman of Panel of

Judges for piano contest
Sandaya Chit Swe and mem-
bers made judgements on the
contests.

A total of 9 troupes from
states and divisions partici-
pated in the professional
level Saing contest (men).

A total of six contestants
participated in the basic edu-
cation level Saing contest
(aged 15-20, boys).

Member of Panel of
Judges U Sein Stin and mem-
bers made judgements on the
performance.

MNA

MRTV, Secretary Assistant

airport. — MNA

et
The ministers and deputy ministers from ASEAN nations being welcomed atth

ASEAN Transport Ministers arrive

YANGON, 22 Oct— The
ministers and the deputy
ministers of Malaysia, Laos,
Singapore, Indonesia, Thai-
land, Brunei and Vietnam
and ASEAN Secretary-Gen-
eral arrived here to attend
the 9th ASEAN Transport
Ministers Meeting hosted by
Myanmar from 23 to 25 Oc-

tober.

They were welcomed at
Yangon International Air-
port by ambassadors, mili-
tary attaches and staff of the
respective embassies, Chair-
man of reception and ac-
commodation sub-commit-
tee Director-General of
Road Transport Administra-

tion Department U Hla
Thaung Myint and mem-
bers.—MNA

Children of Tatmadawmen of Yangon
Command vaccinated agains measle

YANGON, 22 Oct — Un-
der the aegis of the Maternal
and Child Welfare Associa-
tion of Yangon Command,
the Tatmadawmen’s children
aged from nine months to
five years were vaccinated
against measle at the com-
mand this afternoon.

Present on the occasion

were Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
senior military officers,
President of the association
Daw Swe Swe Oo and mem-
bers, MCWA members, and
Head of Dagon Township

Health Department Dr
Ohnmar Thwin and mem-
bers.

Dr Ohnmar Thwin re-
ported on arrangements for
giving the vaccine to 147
children. The commander
viewed the children vacci-
nated against measles.

MNA

Gems trading

YANGON, 22 Oct— With
the aim of raising national
income by boosting gems
trade, the Myanma Gems
Enterprise of the Ministry
of Mines holds gems em-
poriums in March and Oc-
tober yearly by coordinat-
ing with local gems mer-
chants.

Moreover, during the
period when no gems em-
poriumis held, MGE makes
arrangements to sell and
export uncut gems and jade
of local gems merchants at

to be extendd

Gems Trading Centre
opened at the MGE (Head
Office) in coordination with
the Myanma Foreign Trade
Bank, the Customs Depart-
ment and other respective
departments.

Atpresent, measures are
being taken by MGE to hold
more gems emporiums and
extend gems trading in
Myanmar. The local mer-
chants who takes interest in
gems trade may contact the
MGE (Head Office).

MNA

Mid-year Gems Emporium fetches over 15.2m euro

YANGON, 22 Oct — The
Mid-year Gems Emporium
2003, which started from 17
chober, was successfully
concluded at 12.15 pm to-
day. gems, jades and pearl
lots were sold at the empo-
rium through tender and
competitive bidding sys-
tems.

A total of 348 jade lots

worth 6,827,110 Euro were
sold from 17 to 19 October,
44 gem lots worth 8,218,435
Euro from 20 to 21 and 44
pearllots worth 145,349 Eruo
today totalling 436 jade, gem
and pearl lots worth
15,190,894 euro were sold.

The emporium fetched
15,221,255 Eruo fromthe sale
of jewellery, jades and gems

Ay L

Emporium 2003— mMNnA

including jade sculptures
worth 30,361 Euro which
were sold at fixed price.

A total of 838 gem mer-
chants—457 from 176 com-
panies of nine countries and
381 national gem merchants
from 146 companies at
home— attended the empo-
rium and bought the gems,
jades and jewellery. —MNA

Local and foreign gems merchants buy lots of pearls sold throug.h tender system at the Myanma Mid-year Gems



