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Established 1914

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Dhammacariya ca, lawful-conduct; this is the way to auspiciousness.

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-

round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

* Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and the
national peoples

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of the

entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and

preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-

ards of the entire nation

Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace and

tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Consti-

tution
* Building of a new modern developed nation

in accord with the new State Constitution

Panel of chairmen  at the mass rally in support of the seven future policies and
programmes of the State. — MNA

Mass rally in support of the seven future policies and programmes of the State in progress at Myoma Sports Ground in Myeik, Taninthayi Division. — MNA

Only after successful holding of the National Convention and measures are being taken
step by step, will there be  drawing of the enduring State Constitution that is essential for the State

Mass rally held in support of Prime Minister’s clarification on seven-point roadmap

YANGON, 18 Oct — A mass rally, organized by Union

Solidarity and Development Association, was held in sup-

port of the Prime Minister’s clarification on seven policies

and programmes of the State (roadmap) in Myeik, Taninthayi

Division, this morning.

Present on the occasion were Central Executive Commit-

tee members of USDA, the secretaries and executives of

Taninthayi Division, Myeik District, Dawei District and

Kawthoung District USDAs, members of township USDAs of

and people led by column leader Myeik District USDA

Joint-Secretary U Min Thein marched into the Myoma

Sports Ground from Masoeyein Monastery and took their

designated places.

Likewise, Aungzeya column comprising flag bearers,

band troupe, members of MCWA and people led by column

leader Myeik Township USDA Executive U Than Wai

marched into the Myoma Sports Ground from BEHS 3 and

took their designated places.

the three districts, Maternal and Child Welfare Association,

Working Committee for Women’s Affairs, War Veterans

Organization, Red Cross Society and Auxiliary Fire Brigade,

departmental staff, faculties of Myeik University, teachers and

students of basic education schools, national entrepreneurs,

farmers, workers and local people totalling over 18,700.

Before the mass rally, Bayintnaung column comprising

members of USDA, social organizations and people led by

column leader Myeik District USDA Executive U Kyaw

Htay Win marched into the Myoma Sports Ground from the

gymnasium and took their designated places.

Similarly, Anawrahta column comprising flag bearers,

band troupe, USDA members, departmental staff, students

Similarly, Bandoola column comprising flag bearers,

band troupe, nurses, members of WCWA, teachers and

people led by column leader Myeik Township USDA Ex-

ecutive U Soe Naing marched into the Myoma Sports

Ground from the office of Livestock Breeding and Veteri-

nary Department and took their designated places.

At the rally, Pro-Rector of Myeik University U Khin

Maung Cho presided over the mass rally together with

Taninthayi Division USDA Joint-Secretary U Win Swe,

townselder U Aw, entrepreneur Thudhamma Manijotadhara

U Maung Hla and Myeik Township MCWA President Dr

Aye Aye Thein as members. Myeik District USDA Execu-

tive Daw Aye Aye Min acted as master of ceremonies and

Myeik Township USDA Executive Daw Khaing Zin Oo as

co-master of ceremonies.

First, the master of ceremonies announced the com-

mencement of the mass rally.

Afterwards, Chairman of the mass rally Pro-Rector U

Khin Maung Cho made a speech.

He said the Prime Minister clarified matters relating to

the future policies and programmes of the State on 30

August, 2003. In the first part of his speech he explained

about all-round development of the State from the time of

taking over the State duties by  the Tatmadaw government

to this date with reliable facts and figures.

(See page 16)
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A mass rally, organized by the Union
Solidarity and Development Association, was
held in support of the Prime Minister’s clari-
fication on seven policies and programmes of
the State (roadmap) in Vamthu Maung
Sports Garden in Haka, Chin State on 16
October.

At the mass rally, the participants em-
phatically seconded the motion calling for ac-
tive participation of the entire mass of national
races with full sense of Union Spirit  in the
successful implementation of the seven-point
roadmap and those in attendance approved the
motion.

Today’s Myanmar is marching towards
the goal of becoming a peaceful, modern and
developed nation and  thus efforts to this end
have brought prosperity to the nation.

Moreover, the good foundations for na-
tional solidarity spirit and Union Spirit, the
main pillars for perpetuation of the Union, have
been established in the country.

In the time of the Tatmadaw government,
over 300 million kyats have been spent on de-
velopment of such sectors as education, health,
transport, communication, agriculture, livestock
breeding, energy, information and public rela-
tions and  housing in Chin State.

These efforts for regional development,
emergence of economic infrastructures and rais-
ing the living standard of the people after con-
solidating the national unity are essential basic
foundations for future democracy.

At the mass rally held in Haka of Chin
State, Chairman retired Senior Assistant
Teacher U Ha Shein Bwe of Mindat Township
said that as positive and negative attitudes
go together, it is necessary to guard against
the danger of internal and external destruc-
tive elements with the strength of the people
while implementing the seven-point pro-
grammes.

Myanmar, home to over one hundred na-
tional races, has to pay attention to unity since
years countable by the thousand. Therefore, the
national policy— non-disintegration of the Un-
ion, non-disintegration of national solidarity and
perpetuation of sovereignty— has been laid
down.

We firmly believe that the seven-point
programme is the urgent need for building mod-
ern and developed democratic nation after the
emergence of the enduring State Constitution.

The seven-point programme—
urgent need for building modern
and developed democratic nation

PERSPECTIVES

PIETY: In memory of his daughter Daw Mya Sanda Tun,
and to mark the fifth anniversary of the Myitta Yeikmon
(Hospice) Cancer  Foundation, Founder and Chairman U
Hla Tun (CPA,DHL,EPSF Class 1) donated K 50 million to
the  trust fund of the foundation on 18 October. Vice-
chairpersons of the  foundation Dr Daw Cho Lay Mar and
            Daw Yi Yi Myint accepted the donation. — H

Secretary-1 and Secretary-2 meet officials of the Ministry of Transport
YANGON, 18 Oct — Sec-

retary-1 of the State Peace

and Development Council Lt-

Gen Soe Win and Secretary-

2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein met with

the minister, deputy minis-

ters and officials of the Min-

istry of Transport at the meet-

ing hall of the ministry on

Strand Road here this morn-

ing.

Present on the occasion

were Minister for Transport

Maj-Gen Hla Myint Swe,

Deputy Ministers U Pe Than

and Col Nyan Tun Aung, Of-

ficer on Special Duty Brig-

Gen Myo Tin, officials of the

State Peace and Development

Council Office, heads of de-

partments, enterprises, uni-

versity and institute under the

ministry and officials.

the Institute of Marine Tech-

nology and the Myanmar

Maritime University under

the ministry. The minister also

reported on organizational

setups of departments,

strength of staff and their

tasks, tasks of the five enter-

prises carried out from 1993-

94 fiscal year to 2002-2003

fiscal year and passengers and

freight transport.

Deputy Director-Gen-

eral of the Transport Depart-

ment U Win Pe, Director-

General of the Marine Ad-

ministration Department U

Soe Win, Deputy Director-

General of the Directorate of

Water Resources and Im-

provement of River Systems

U Soe Myint, Director-Gen-

eral of the Directorate of Civil

Afterwards, Managing

Director of Inland Water

Transport U Soe Tint, Man-

aging Director of Myanma

Five Star Line U Khin Maung

Kyi, Managing Director of

Myanma Port Authority U

Thein Htay, Managing Di-

rector of Myanma Shipyards

U Percy Maung Maung and

Managing Director of

Myanma Airways U Tin

Hlaing Hmi reported on tasks

of their departments, income

and expenditure and staff

welfare.

The Secretary-1 gave in-

structions on their reports.In

his discussions, the Secretary-

1 said progress on passenger

and freight transport has been

made according to the report

of the ministry. Such achieve-

commodities. The Ayeya-

wady and the Chindwin are

natural resources that much

contribute towards the devel-

opment of not only transport

sector but also availability of

water and generating of hy-

dro-electric power. Opportu-

nities created by nature must

be utilized effectively, he said.

He said experts are to

continuously conduct surveys

on development of rivers for

implementation of the tasks

on speedy transport of pas-

sengers and commodities

with safety, utilization of river

water for agricultural pur-

poses and hydro-electric

power. In air transport, he also

spoke of the need to make

arrangements for conven-

ience of the passengers and

First, Minister Maj-Gen

Hla Myint Swe presented a

report to the Secretary-1 and

the Secretary-2. In his report,

the minister said in imple-

menting the tasks of trans-

portation which is the life-

blood of the State, the Minis-

try of Transport is discharg-

ing duties on marine and air

transport sectors. In doing so,

safety, service and image are

designated as the objectives

of the ministry. There are five

departments, five enterprises,

Aviation U Win Maung and

Director-General of the De-

partment of Meteorology and

Hydrology Dr San Hla Baw

reported on tasks of their de-

partments being undertaken

and staff welfare.

Next, Rector of

Myanmar Marine University

U Thein Tun and Principal of

Institute of Marine Technol-

ogy U Win Thein reported on

teaching and management

affairs of their university and

institute.

ment was made due to the

cooperation of the service per-

sonnel at different levels un-

der the leadership of the gov-

ernment. He said continued

efforts are to be made for

more progress.

He said in the country

the Ayeyawady and the

Chindwin are transport routes

created by nature. He spoke

of the need to use the rivers

effectively.

    Water transport saves cost

and carries a large amount of

preventive measures against

accidents.

The Ministry of Trans-

port is making endeavours for

development of water and air

transport and it has estab-

lished the Institute of Marine

Technology and Myanmar

Maritime University that can

produce human resources on

marine technology needed in

the future. Therefore there are

better prospects for more

progress, he added.

(See page 15)

Prime Minister visits Fifth International ICT Exhibition 2003
YANGON, 18 Oct —

Prime Minister General Khin

Nyunt, accompanied by offi-

cials of the State Peace and

Development Council Office,

arrived at Tatmadaw Hall on

U Wisara Road this afternoon.

The Prime Minister was

welcomed there by Chair-

man of Yangon Division

Peace and Development

Council Commander Maj-

Gen Myint Swe, ministers,

deputy ministers, members

of the board of directors of

Myanmar Information and

Communication Technology

Development Committee

and officials of Myanmar

Computer Federation,

Myanmar Computer Scien-

tists Association and

Myanmar Computer Indus-

trialists Association.

The Prime Minister and

party viewed round the Fifth

International ICT Exhibition

2003, jointly organized by

MCF, MCSA and MCIA.

Officials conducted them

round the exhibition.

 MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects the fifth International ICT Exhibition 2003. — MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win meets the minister for Transport, deputy ministers and departmental officials. — MNA
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May I commend the members of the Security Council

for having reached this significant agreement on what

obviously is a particularly important resolution to address

the complex situation in Iraq.  The process has been

difficult.  But the outcome is a clear demonstration of the

will of all the members of the Security Council to place

the interests of the Iraqi people above all other considera-

tions.

Our common objective is to restore peace and stabil-
ity to a sovereign, democratic and independent Iraq as
quickly as possible.˚ It is critical to the Iraqi people, the
region and the entire international community that we
succeed in reaching the goal of an Iraq that is at peace
with itself and with its neighbours, and is contributing
to stability in the region.

As Secretary-General, I shall do my utmost to imple-

ment the mandate established by the Council, bearing in

mind the constraints on building up the required capacity

and my obligation to care for the safety and security of

United Nations staff.  I am grateful to the Council for the

flexibility that the new resolution gives me in this respect.

Although at this moment the United Nations has only a

skeleton presence on the ground, we are determined to

continue helping the Iraqi people as best as we can, from

both inside and outside the country, primarily in providing

humanitarian assistance. 

As circumstances permit, I plan to proceed with the

other tasks indicated in the resolution.  I have no doubt that

we all look forward to the earliest possible establishment

of an elected Government that will return Iraq to full

sovereignty.

Secretary-General Kofi Annan

Chilean Ambassador to UN Cristian Maquieira said his

delegation had voted in favour of the resolution, as it

opened up a new stage in the reconstruction in Iraq, would

gradually transfer authority to the people, and addressed

the role of the United Nations. 

The Governing Council would have to send a timetable

for drafting a constitution and holding elections. 

In view of the complex security situation, the Secre-

tary-General would decide on participation of United

Nations staff in the process. 

Inocencio Arias

(Spain) unreservedly wel-

comed the adoption of the

resolution, which, he said,

was an important step to

improve the lives of the

Iraqis and to activate Iraqi

recovery of its own des-

tiny. 

Iraq deserved such
consensus and unity on
the Council, and the en-
tire region would benefit
if it helped the country
move toward normalcy.˚

The unanimous adop-

tion of the resolution was

good news for the Coun-

cil, because differences of

the past were being re-

duced. 

In addition, the resolu-

tion gave momentum to

Chile in favour

of gradual

transfer of

authority to

Iraqi people
 In that context, he asked the Secretary-General to

inform the Council of progress achieved in the transfer of

power to the Iraqi people. 

Consensus achieved was an example of the ability of

the Council to come to agreement and understanding.

Chilean Ambassador to UN
Cristian Maquieira

Chilean

Ambassador to

UN Cristian

Maquieira

Syria will continue to work
to alleviate the

suffering of the Iraqi people
Fayssal Mekdad (Syria)

said it had joined the con-

sensus after consultations

with other representatives

on the Council and others. 

It did not meet all his

requirements, but it was a

step further along the right

road and could accelerate

progress toward Iraq self-

governance and a greater

role for the United Nations. 

 Syria would continue to

work to alleviate the suf-

fering of the Iraqi people.

Syrian Ambassador to
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Syrian Ambassador to

UN Fayssal Mekdad

The resolution would
not be the last one on

Iraq

Stefan Tafrov (Bul-

garia) was gratified with

the unanimous adoption of

the resolution, as it sends a

message to the Iraqi peo-

ple that the time to regain

full sovereignty was at

hand. 

Throughout consulta-
tions, his delegation had
insisted on maximum flex-
ibility regarding imple-
mentation of the United
Nations mandate, depend-
ing on the security situa-
tion.  ̊ He thanked the co-

sponsors for having ac-

cepted that proposal.  He

said the resolution would

not be the last one on Iraq. 

Others would follow to

foster the emergence of a

sovereign and democratic

Iraq.

Bulgarian Ambassador
to UN Stefan Tafrov

Bulgarian
Ambassador to  UN

Stefan Tafrov
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Adoption of the resolution is an
important step to improve the

lives of the Iraqis

the Donors Conference in

Madrid, which would be a

milestone in the progress

of the Iraqi people.

 Spanish Ambassador to
UN Inocenio Arias

 Spanish
Ambassador to UN

Inocenio Arias

Our common objective is to restore peace
and stability to a sovereign, democratic and

independent Iraq as quickly as possible
Following are the remarks of Secretary-General Kofi Annan to the Security Council following adoption of

resolution 1511 on Iraq 16 October:

General view of the meeting of Security Council.
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336 US service members killed since
beginning of military operations in Iraq

BAGHDAD , 18 Oct—As of Friday, Oct 17, 336 US service members have died since the beginning of military
operations in Iraq, according to the Department of Defence.

The British military has reported 50 deaths; Denmark,

one; and Ukraine, one.

On or since May 1, when President Bush declared that

major combat operations in Iraq had ended, 198 US

soldiers have died in Iraq, according to the latest Defence

Department figures.

Since the start of military operations, 1,536 US service

members have been injured as a result of hostile action,

according to US Central Command. Non-hostile injured

numbered 335.

The latest deaths reported by US Central Command:

_ Three 101st Airborne Division Military Police sol-

diers were killed Thursday in an attack in Karbala.

_ One 220th Military Police Brigade soldier was killed

Thursday by an improvised explosive device in the area of

Baghdad.

The latest identifications reported by the Department of

Defence and the National Guard:

_ Army Staff Sgt Joseph P Bellavia, 28, Wakefield,

Mass; killed Thursday by hostile fire in Karbala; assigned

to the 716th Military Police Battalion, 101st Airborne

Division (Air Assault), based in Fort Campbell, Ky.

_ Army Cpl Sean R Grilley, 24, San Bernardino, Calif.;

killed Thursday by hostile fire in Karbala; assigned to the

716th Military Police Battalion, 101st Airborne Division

(Air Assault), based in Fort Campbell, Ky.

_ Army Lt Col Kim S Orlando, 43, of Tennessee; killed

Thursday by hostile fire in Karbala; commanding officer

of the 716th Military Police Battalion, 101st Airborne

Division (Air Assault), based in Fort Campbell, Ky.

_ Spc Michael Williams, 46, Buffalo, NY; killed Thurs-

day near Baghdad, when his vehicle hit an explosive

device; assigned to the 105th Military Police Co.

Internet

Survey indicates US
troop morale

problems in Iraq
WASHINGTON , 18 Oct— The Pentagon's top general

expressed concern on Thursday over a survey sug-
gesting major morale problems among the 130,000
US troops in Iraq, saying he was sometimes allowed
to talk only to "happy" troops .

A supporter of firebrand cleric Moqtada Sadr shouts slogans during the Friday noon
prayers in the Sadr City district of Baghdad. Sadr wants to install an Islamic-style

government in Iraq. —INTERNET

China supports UN
resolution to stabilize

Iraqi situation
BEIJING , 18 Oct— China has always supported pass-

ing a new United Nations Security Council resolution
for the early realization of stability in Iraq, said Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue here
Thursday.

 Zhang made a public an-

nouncement after the UN

Security Council unani-

mously passed Resolution

No. 1511 on the Iraqi issue.

 China supported the

resolution as it gives full

play to the role of the United

Nations in realizing the

early stability in Iraq and

the goal of "Iraqi people

governing Iraq", Zhang said

in the announcement.

 China has consistently

adopted a constructive at-

titude in this regard, ac-

tively participating in the

consultation during the

drafting period of the reso-

lution and proposing sug-

gestions for revision, she

said.

 After rounds of consul-

tation and revision, the

spokeswoman said, the

resolution absorbed many

rational suggestions from

China and other parties, in

particular in its contents

on advancing the political

process in Iraq, gradually

enhancing the role of UN

and increasing transpar-

ency in the Iraqi recon-

struction.

 After expressing that

"there is still room for im-

provement", Zhang said,

China voted in favour of

the resolution in light of the

realistic requirement and

long-term interests of the

Iraqi people.

 China hopes the UN Se-

curity Council will main-

tain solidarity and coopera-

tion, pay close attention to

the Iraqi situation, pay high

heed and fully consider the

universal requirement of

the international commu-

nity for the early resump-

tion of sovereignty in Iraq,

she said.

 She also called to give

full play to the role of the

United Nations in helping

Iraq back to the track of

peace, stability and devel-

opment.

 China is willing to make

unremitting efforts to that

end, she said.

 MNA/Xinhua

Singapore
Deputy PM
to visit New

Zealand
WELLINGTON, 18 Oct—

Singapore Deputy Prime

Minister Lee Hsien Loong

is to visit New Zealand in

November, it was an-

nounced here Thursday.

 Lee will give a keynote

address to open the Seri-

ous Asia Forum, Deputy

Prime Minister Michael

Cullen said in an announce-

ment.

 "To have someone of his

stature share his insights into

developments in Asia and

New Zealand's role in the

region is a real bonus,"

Cullen said.

 "His visit offers scope

to explore possibilities for

collaboration between New

Zealand and Singapore in

creative industries and bio-

technology," he said.

 Lee will visit New Zea-

land from November 23 to

27.

 MNA/Xinhua

Donate

blood

Australia’s
former PM
blasts US

foreign policy
CANBERRA ,  18 Oct—

Former Australian Prime

Minister Paul Keating on

Wednesday criticized US

foreign policy of pre-

emptive strikes in Iraq and

Afghanistan.

  The US policy gives

other countries the signal

to walk away from multi-

lateral agreements and in-

ternational treaties, he told

the 2003 CPA Australia's

congress in Melbourne,

Victoria.

 The Australian Associ-

ated Press quoted him as

saying that countries like

Australia have vested in-

terest in a rule-based sys-

tem around multilateral

agreements.

 Keating, who was Aus-

tralia's prime minister in

1991-1996, pointed out

that Australia's moving to-

ward a sole reliance on the

United States for security

and trade is not a "smart

policy".

 "There is every chance

that the American policy

will lead us into a Mad

Max world, while the US

seeks to cocoon itself be-

hind a screen of national

missile defence," he said.

 While the US alliance

remains important to Aus-

tralia, "looking  wistfully

for US protection is leav-

ing us vulnerable in our

own region," he said.

 Keating expressed his

belief that Australia should

embrace its own identity

and find security within

Asia.

 "While the 20th Cen-

tury was the century of the

Americans, the   chances

are the 21st Century will

be the century of Asia," he

said.

 CPA Australia is the

country's premier organi-

zation for finance, account-

ing and business profes-

sionals.

 MNA/Xinhua

Philippine protesters burn images of US President

George W Bush outside the US Embassy in Manila on 16

October, 2003. Bush is to meet with President Gloria

Macapagal Arroyo one of America’s staunchest allies, as

well as address the Philippine Congress, ahead of a

summit of Asia-Pacific leaders in Thailand

this weekend. —INTERNET
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 Air Force General Ri-

chard Myers, chairman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staff,

told reporters he was per-

sonally worried that when

he and other top officers

visited troops, they were

only allowed to talk to "all

the happy folks."

 "I want to see the folks

that have complaints. And

sometimes they won't let

them near me," Myers said

when pressed about the

Stars and Stripes newspa-

per survey in which half of

1,939 troops responding

said morale in their unit

was low or very low and

that they did not plan to

reenlist in the military.

 The newspaper, which

receives funding from the

Pentagon, also said that a

third of the survey respond-

ents complained that their

mission lacked clear defi-

nition and characterized

the war in Iraq as of little

or no value.

"It is useful insight,"

said Myers. "Morale is re-

ally important because it's

people who get the job

done."   Four in 10 respond-

ents to Stars and Stripes

said jobs they were doing

had little or nothing to do

with their training.

 The findings conflicted

with statements by US

commanders in Iraq and

Bush Administration offi-

cials that portray the forces

there as gung-ho and well-

prepared.

 The survey also sug-

gested that difficult condi-

tions in Iraq and prolonged

tours of duty have left the

US military so stressed that

it could cause a major exo-

dus from the Armed

Forces.

 Defence Secretary

Donald Rumsfeld told the

Pentagon briefing that

military recruitment and

enlistment figures did not

appear to reflect the com-

plaints among Reserve and

National Guard troops and

their families about year-

long tours of duty in Iraq.

 Rumsfeld and Myers

said there might be a prob-

lem in the part-time Army

Reserve but they did not

specify what it was. Both

vowed to improve predict-

ability in troop deploy-

ment.—MNA/Reuters
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US FACES INTENSIFIED IRAQI RESISTANCE

Iraqi fighters take a position during a gunbattle

Friday with US forces in the streets of Karbala,

south of Baghdad.—INTERNET

US tanks secure the area around the city hall of Baghdad’s Sadr City neighbourhood in Baghdad

Friday. Four US soldiers were killed in Iraq, taking to 101 US combat losses since Washington

declared an end to major hostilities. —INTERNET

A soldier checks an Iraqi pickup truck in the holy city of

Kerbala. Three US military police and two Iraqi police-

men have been killed in a rocket-propelled grenade

attack on their patrol in Kerbala.—INTERNET

BAGHDAD (Iraq), 18 Oct— A US military-police soldier

has been killed near Baghdad hours after a fierce gunbattle

in Karbala that left three US soldiers and two Iraqi police

officers dead, coalition officials say.

The latest deaths bring the number of US troops killed

in hostile fire since President Bush declared an end to major

combat to 101.

An improvised explosive device went at 7.50 am (12.50

am EDT) Friday, during an attack, killing a soldier from the

US Army’s 220th Military Police Brigade, US Central

Command said.

In the central city of Karbala, fighting raged for almost

12 hours, after a joint unit of Iraqi police and American

military police from the 101st Airborne Division were

attacked during a routine patrol near the Imam Abbas

mosque, the Coalition Press Information Center said.

Three US military police and two Iraqi police were

killed by assailants firing rocket-propelled grenades and

AK-47s.

Coalition officials said that the violence began late

Thursday when the joint patrol tried to disarm an unknown,

armed faction that established itself near the mosque in

Karbala, a holy city about 55 miles (88 kilometers) south of

the Iraqi capital.

Tensions have been high in the city, where a power

struggle is under way among rival Shiite factions.

On Friday, Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr accused the

United States of stirring up trouble in Karbala.

Since the Iraq war began in March, 336 US troops have

been killed, including 216 in hostile fire. Since Bush’s

declaration of the end of major combat in May, 197 US

troops have died — 101 in hostile fire. —Internet

Four US troops killed in Iraq clashes

British soldiers inspect the scene of a fire fight in this file photo. The Ministry of Defence says

British soldiers have shot dead an Iraqi civilian after they were

fired upon in Basra recently. —INTERNET

A car exploded near the headquarters of the US-led coali-

tion forces in the northern city of Kirkuk late on 16 October,

according to an AFP correspondent at the scene. A car with

three men inside stopped in front of the coalition headquar-

ters in Al-Wassity neighbourhood, in the south of Kirkuk.

INTERNET
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 Agreement reached on Iraqi
oil money  watchdog

UNITED NATIONS, 18 Oct

— Iraq’s US Administration

has reached agreement with

international agencies on the

powers of an independent

watchdog to monitor how

Iraq’s oil money is spent, US

and UN officials said on

Thursday.

 But the terms of the ac-

cord have not yet been put in

writing, US officials ac-

knowledged, pledging this

would be done before next

week’s donors conference in

Madrid, where rich nations

will be asked to help pay for

Iraqi reconstruction.

 A May 22 Security Coun-

cil resolution ordered the

creation of an International

Advisory and Monitoring

Board, to watch over how oil

money and other Iraqi funds

are used by the US Adminis-

tration in the absence of an

Iraqi government.

 But five months later, this

has not yet occurred, prompt-

ing criticism of the US civil-

ian administration from some

Security Council diplomats

who fear a lack of transpar-

ency in the money’s use could

undermine international con-

fidence in the rebuilding

process.

 The monitoring board’s

“formation has clearly been

delayed for too long, for rea-

sons which we do not under-

stand,” Russian UN Ambas-

sador Sergei Lavrov said on

Thursday. A resolution

adopted unanimously by the

Security Council on Thurs-

day called for the board to be

set up “as a priority” and in-

sisted the Iraqi funds be used

“in a transparent manner.”

 Diplomats said privately

the dispute reflected a US

desire to keep Iraqi recon-

struction exclusively in

American hands. This, they

said, would discourage other

governments from picking up

a bigger share of the recon-

struction costs.

 The May 22 resolution

called for Iraqi oil revenues

and other reconstruction

funds — including money

left over from the UN oil-for-

food programme after it is

shut down on 21 November

— to be deposited in a De-

velopment Fund for Iraq and

held by the Iraqi Central

Bank.

 The resolution named the

World Bank, International

Monetary Fund, United Na-

tions and Arab Fund for So-

cial and Economic Develop-

ment to the board but left its

duties vague.

 US officials have said

they were eager for the board

to be set up and begin work

but they wanted its role con-

fined essentially to book-

keeping, while the interna-

tional agencies demanded a

say in how the money would

be spent.  There was no im-

mediate word on the role set

out for the board in the terms

accepted by oral agreement

this week.—MNA/Reuters

Tourists watch Perito Moreno Glacier in Santa Cruz province, Patagonian southern
Argentina, some 3,200 kilometres, (2,000 miles) south of Buenos Aires, on 16 October,
2003. A study suggests, that melting of glaciers in the Patagonian ice fields of southern
Argentina and Chile has doubled in recent years, caused by higher temperatures, lower

snowfall and a more rapid breaking of icebergs. — INTERNET

US Commerce Secretary Evans bades a farewell to journalists in a bus at Baghdad
airport, on 15 October, 2003. He told journalists, that his own presence showed that
Iraq is safe. But just moments before, US soldiers delivered the bad news: They had

found a roadside bomb on the route. The bus would be diverted. — INTERNET

France,
Russia,

Germany rule
out military

commitment
to Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, 18 Oct

— France, Russia and Ger-

many said Thursday that

they supported the resolu-

tion on Iraq as a step in the

right direction of the resto-

ration of Iraq with the par-

ticipation of the United Na-

tions and in a spirit of unity.

 But they refused to

give any military commit-

ment and further financial

contributions to the recon-

struction of Iraq.

MNA/Xinhua

ElBaradei says poor Iraqi
security opens WMD risk

India calls for UNSC
expansion to make it
more  representative
 UNITED NATIONS, 18 Oct

— Attributing the failure to

reach an agreement on mili-

tary action against Iraq to the

lack of balanced representa-

tion in the Security Council,

India has called for its expan-

sion to make it more repre-

sentative and deal effectively

with issues of war and peace.

 “We can only attribute

the inability of the Council to

arrive at a collective and uni-

fied decisions on the major

issues placed before it to lack

of balanced representation in

its current composition,” In-

dia’s Deputy Permanent Rep-

resentative to the United Na-

tions A. Gopinathan said.

 India is among the mem-

ber states who have a strong

claim for a permanent seat in

the expanded Council which

at present has 15 members

including five permanent

members — the United States,

Britain, Russia, France and

China.  If the Council is to

represent “genuine

multilateralism in its decisions

and actions, he said, it must

reflect current world realities.

 “Within UN, there is am-

ple recognition of the need of

organization and its architec-

ture for maintenance of inter-

national peace and security to

adapt to the needs and reali-

ties of the times,” he told the

191-member United Nations

General Assembly. MNA/PTI

 VIENNA, 18 Oct — The

UN nuclear watchdog head

said it was vital for his inspec-

tors to return to Iraq because

the country’s chaotic security

situation could make it harder

to detect any attempts to de-

velop weapons of mass de-

struction.

 “I’d like to see us going

back and doing monitoring

for a few years in Iraq, be-

cause the situation in Iraq is

an absolute mess right now,”

International Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA) chief

Mohamed ElBaradei told

Reuters.  He said there were

still people in Iraq with a lot of

knowledge about making

chemical, biological and nu-

clear weapons.

 “They have the know-

how and the capabilities” to

make weapons of mass de-

struction, ElBaradei said on

Wednesday. “So from a non-

proliferation perspective it’s

very important for us to com-

plete the job.”

 After the US-led inva-

sion that ousted president

Saddam Hussein, Washing-

ton took over the hunt for

banned weapons and refused

to allow UN arms inspectors

back into Iraq.

 Inspectors from the

IAEA and Hans Blix’s

UNMOVIC monitoring

agency had returned to Bagh-

dad in November 2002 for

four months after a four-year

hiatus to resume the hunt for

Saddam’s suspected banned

weapons.

 They found no evidence

Saddam had been secretly de-

veloping weapons of mass

destruction as the United

States and Britain alleged in

the run-up to the war, but they

never gave the country a clean

bill of health.

 “If they do have weap-

ons, (we should) make sure

that we neutralize any pro-

gramme. If they don’t, we

should continue the monitor-

ing for a few years until we go

back to a normal verification

regime,” ElBaradei said.

 Since launching the war

in March, the US military’s

1,500-person weapons in-

spection team called the Iraq

Survey Group, has also found

no signs Saddam had renewed

his WMD programmes, al-

though it has said there was

evidence Saddam had nuclear

ambitions.— MNA/Reuters

Annan will not send UN
staff to an insecure Iraq

UNITED NATIONS, 18 Oct — UN Secre-

tary-General Kofi Annan believes the secu-

rity situation in Iraq is still too risky to send

staff back, despite calls for the United Na-

tions to play a political role, his spokesman

said on Friday.

The 15-member UN Security Council

unanimously adopted a key resolution on

Thursday that gives the United Nations scope

to play a political role in ushering Iraq toward

full sovereignty. uThe document also appeals

for more troops and cash to help support the

beleaguered US occupation.

“The security situation does not permit us

to send any additional staff into Iraq,” UN

spokesman Fred Eckhard said.

Annan, he said, would carry out his duties

under the resolution, “bearing in mind his

special responsibility for the security of his

staff.”

As late as Tuesday, Annan critized the

resolution for not giving a timetable for self-

rule, saying resistance would grow under

the occupation. But he was grateful that the

revised document did not order him to send

staff back immediately.

Asked if Annan still held those views,

Eckhard said, “The debate is over. The reso-

lution has passed and the secretary-general

said he will do his best to implement it.”

The resolution invites the United Na-

tions to participate in the drafting of a new

Iraqi constitution and elections but does not

allow the world body to operate independ-

ently from the occupying authorities.

Annan paralyzed the Security Council

two weeks ago by telling members he was

not willing to risk staff for a marginal role

following the Aug 19 bomb attack against

UN headquarters in Baghdad that killed 22

people, including several senior UN politi-

cal staff.

Despite the unanimous vote, several

council members, including France and Ger-

many, made clear that while the resolution

posed no obligations for the United States to

share power, they did not feel obliged to

share the burdens.

And Pakistan, a Muslim nation, which

had been expected to send troops, refused to

do so, saying that the new mulitinational

force created by the resolution did not have

an invitation from a sovereign Iraqi govern-

ment and would serve under the command of

a US-led army of occupation.

“Under these circumstances Pakistan will

not be able to contribute troops for the mul-

tinational force in Iraq,” Pakistan’s UN

Ambassador, Munir Akram, told the Secu-

rity Council on Thursday.— Internet
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YANGON, 18 Oct —

Prime Minister General

Khin Nyunt, together with

member of the State Peace

and Development Council

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than,

Chairman of Yangon Divi-

sion Peace and Develop-

ment Council Commander

Maj-Gen Myint Swe, min-

isters, the Chief of Staff

(Navy), deputy ministers,

officials of the State Peace

and Development Council

Office and departmental of-

ficials, left here by helicop-

ter this morning and arrived

at Shwehlay Sluice Gate

construction site in Kawa

Township, Bago Division.

ing sown acreage in Yangon

and Bago Divisions out of

benefited 35,000 acres on

completion of the sluice

gate.

Afterwards, Prime

Minister General Khin

Nyunt met with members of

Township Peace and Devel-

opment Council,

townselders and farmers

and asked about the condi-

tions of education, health,

economy and agriculture

and livestock breeding in

the region.

The local people re-

ported to the Prime Minis-

ter on benefits that will be

achieved by the sluice gate

ing good conditions, he

stressed.

The Prime Minister

went on to say that more

rural roads are being built

to develop education and

health sectors.

The Prime Minister

spoke of the needs of offi-

cials to take measures with

goodwill for regional devel-

opment and raising the liv-

ing standard of farmers.

Next, Prime Minister

General Khin Nyunt and

party inspected the con-

struction tasks of Shwehlay

Sluice Gate.

With 40 valves each

with the width of 6x16 feet

Kungyangon Townships,

the chosen site for construc-

tion of a bridge, fish breed-

ing ponds and cultivation in

wetlands in Shwemayin re-

gion in Twantay Township,

cultivation in Bawlekyun

wetlands in Htantabin

Township and the fish

breeding ponds.

On arrival at the

briefing hall of Land Rec-

lamation Project in

Bawlekyun Wetland in

Kyaman Village, Htantabin

Township, Yangon Divi-

sion, the Prime Minister and

party were welcomed by

local authorities and offi-

cials.

and a gate with the width

of 22 feet, the sluice gate is

located at the confluence of

Hsema Creek and Bago

River in Kawa Township,

Bago Division.

In the rainy season,

the region has faced floods

every year. Shwehlay Sluice

Gate will prevent floods in

the rainy season and it will

also prevent brine and silt

carried by Bago River.

Moreover, it will supply

water to 35,000 acres of

summer paddy.

The Prime Minister

and party, on board the heli-

copter,  viewed digging of

canals for proper flow of

water into the wetlands of

Twantay, Kawhmu and

Chairman of Dagon

Agriculture and Livestock

Breeding Group U Win

Aung reported to the Prime

Minister on land reclamation

for 4,000 acres in

Aikalaungkyun in Taikkyi

Township and 8,000 acres in

Bawlekyun in Htantabin

Township under Wetland

Reclamation and Agriculture

and Livestock Breeding

Project, digging of tributary

and main canals, building

river water pumping station,

land reclamation and culti-

vation on the land  year-

wise, digging of fish breed-

ing ponds, conditions of fish

breeding business and re-

gional development tasks.

* Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased

All this needs to
be known

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Efficient use of fuel

There are about 500,000 households
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt power
station can supply.

Efficient use of electricity
* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity

only if there is not enough natural light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity

required in production and service enter-
prises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

* Oppose those relying on external
elements, acting as stooges, holding
negative views

* Oppose those trying to jeopardize
stability of the State and progress of
the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external
destructive elements as the common
enemy

People’s Desire
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projects and regional devel-

opment sectors of transpor-

tation, education and health.

After fulfilling the

requirements, the Prime

Minister said that the State

is taking various measures

to raise the socio-economic

life of farmers. On comple-

tion of Shwehlay Sluice

Gate, there will emerge new

cultivable land. Moreover,

the sluice gate will prevent

flood and flowing of brine

into the fields it experienced

in the rainy season. Ex-

tended cultivation of

monsoon paddy will be con-

ducted as well as water

needed for growing summer

paddy be available.  It is

necessary to use the prevail-

The Prime Minister and

party were welcomed there

by Chairman of Bago Divi-

sion Peace and Develop-

ment Council Commander

of Southern Command

Brig-Gen Ko Ko and offi-

cials.

At the briefing hall,

Minister for Agriculture and

Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt

Tin and Director-General U

Kyaw San Win of the Irri-

gation Department reported

to the Prime Minister on

facts about the project and

measures being taken to

build the sluice gate.

Commanders Maj-

Gen Myint Swe and Brig-

Gen Ko Ko reported on

matters relating to increas-

Prime Minister inspects tasks for greening 30-mile
radius of Yangon

(See page 15)

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects Mahuya (Ngamoeyeik) Supporting Dam Construction Project in
Hlegu Township. — MNA

The Shwehlay Sluice Gate Construction Project site in Kawa Township,
Bago Division. — MNA
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Kyweku-Kyaukphya Bridge, a fine transport facility, constructed by Public Works will be inaugurated soon in Myeik,
Taninthayi Division, reflecting the government’s relentless efforts for ensuring secure and smooth transport. — MNA

Principal U Tin Maung Swe
seconds the motion. — MNA

Myeik District USDA Executive Daw Aye Aye Min acts as
master of ceremonies together with Township USDA

Executive Daw Khaing Zin Oo. — MNA

Local people including members of the USDA, Maternal and Child Welfare Association, Working Committee for Women’s Affairs, War Veterans Organizations, education staff,
students, townselders and entrepreneurs attend the mass rally to support the State’s political roadmap. — MNA

Only after successful… ing endeavours. Indeed, it is
an invaluable result which
had never been achieved in
successive eras.

In his speech, the Prime
Minister said that border area
development projects are
being implemented in 68
townships of 18 regions in
14 States and Divisions.  It
covers over 83,000 squire
miles, benefiting over 5.3
million national people.

Now, such border towns
as Panwa in Kachin State,
Laukkai, Namtit, Panghsan
and Mongla in Shan State,
which lagged behind in de-
velopment in the past, have
substantially developed with
modern buildings, interna-
tional level hotels and super-
markets, enhancing the spirit
of national solidarity and
flourishing Union Spirit
among the national brethren.

The Prime Minister, in his
speech, gave a brief account
of the State’s political devel-
opment. The people will
never accept any circum-
stances which undermine the
already-restored peace and
tranquillity. The government
has been making efforts to
develop the best possible de-

mocracy in future Myanmar
through a thorough study of
strong and weak points of
democratic system practised
in the past,  and to treat the
historical wounds that have
not yet well healed. Building
up a democratic nation should
be based on the historical
background of objective con-
ditions of the respective na-
tion, and so a democratic
system of a country cannot
be copied. Basically, human
and natural resources,  in-
vestments, technologies and
tranquil environs play a main
role in building up a new
nation. Tranquil environs
mean political stability, the
most basic need to shape the
future of the nation. The
State Constitution or the
State’s basic principles,
which prescribe rights and
authority for the govern-
ment, head of State, and citi-
zens, are of paramount im-
portance for the future of the
State.

The Prime Minister pub-
licly announced in his speech
that the State’s future politi-
cal stages are its roadmap.
The internal and external el-
ements holding negative
views are making malicious
comments on the State’s
seven policies and pro-
grammes, but no one can
controvert that these points
are not suitable and true.

The government has been
implementing the 12 objec-
tives to build up a modern
developed nation. In other
words, the government has
been constructing the cor-
rect path leading to the na-
tional goal. Every duty-con-
scious citizen serves the

long-term interest of the na-
tion and the people through
the correct path. The Prime
Minister publicly announced
that in an endeavour to build
up a peaceful, modern and
developed nation, firm eco-
nomic infrastructures have
been established for strength-
ening of national economic
life, and all are thus to strive
forward by utilizing the natu-
ral resources inside the coun-
try together with the re-
sources of intellectuals, tech-
nicians and the united
strength of the people.

The democratic system
to be practised in Myanmar
must be the system that
represents freedom in ac-
cord with rules and regu-
lations within the frame-
work of law; the system
that is in harmony with the
State’s political, economic
and social infrastructures;
the system that is in con-
formity with the nation’s
background history, tradi-
tions and culture; the sys-
tem that guarantees Our
Three Main National
Causes through Union
Spirit; and especially the
system that equally ben-
efits all the national races
within the bounds of na-
tional solidarity .

The most important fac-
tor in building a new, peace-
ful, modern, developed and
democratic nation is the
emergence of a discipline-
flourishing democratic sys-
tem that does not harm the
historical traditions of the

to actively and enthusiasti-
cally take part in successful
implementation of the State’s
seven future policies and pro-
grammes.

 Associate Professor
Daw San Yi of Myeik Uni-
versity seconded the motion
calling on the entire national
people to actively participate
in any sector for the success-
ful implementation of the
seven-stage future policy of
the State with full sense of
Union Spirit.

She said: there were three
parts in the speech of Prime
Minister General Khin
Nyunt. In the first part, it
touched on the development
of the State achieved with
the united efforts of the en-
tire national people. In the
second part, it dealt with the
obstacles hindering the po-
litical progress. Political
processes required for the
emergence of a developed,
modern, and democratic na-
tion were mentioned in the
third part of the speech.

The Prime Minister pre-
sented the economic, social
and political developments
of the State gained after the
assumption of the State du-
ties by the Tatmadaw Gov-
ernment. I would like to sup-
port the speech of the Prime
Minister by presenting the
development of Taninthayi
Division.

In the agriculture sector,
cultivated acreage of the di-
vision increased from over
486,000 acres previously to
over 670,000 acres now, add-

In 1988, a total of around 19
million people were em-
ployed, compared with 29
million people now, reflect-
ing the government’s strenu-
ous efforts for raising the
living standard of the entire
people.

In a bid to promote the
industrial and other sectors
with development of agri-
culture as the base, the gov-
ernment gave emphasis on
extension of sown acreage,
utilization of hybrid strains
and irrigation of cultivable
land. As a result, the paddy
output in 2000-2001 was
more than 1,000 million bas-
kets, in comparison with 684
million baskets in 1988. And
emergence of 151 dams and

reservoirs and 265 river wa-
ter pumping stations has
helped the nation put some
2.9 million acres under crops.
Moreover, 38 irrigation fa-
cility projects are under im-
plementation and arrange-
ments are being made for
construction of 84 more dams
and reservoirs.

The government pro-
vided necessary assistance
for the meat and fish sector,
which is prosperous in the
nation. So, the fish and prawn
output has increased from
681,000 tons in 1987-1988
to 1,579,000 tons in 2002-
2003. So have the sectors of
forestry, rail transportation,
construction and communi-
cation. It has been witnessed
by the entire people, he noted.

After taking up the
State’s responsibilities, the
Tatmadaw gave priority to
restoration of the normal life
in the whole country. Real-
izing the genuine goodwill
of the government, a total of
17 national races armed
groups had returned to the
legal fold and now they are
participating in nation-build-

Union of the national races
living in unison and harmony
for thousands of years; that
does not harm the national
prestige and integrity of our
people and nation; and that
does not effect the national
characteristics of our peo-
ple. In conclusion, he tabled
the motion, calling on the
entire people being fully
equipped with Union Spirit

ing about 200,000 acres, and
paddy production of the di-
vision reached 16.7 million
baskets.

While striving for the
self-sufficiency of paddy,  ir-
rigation facilities have been
constructed in the division.

The division being a re-
gion suitable for cultivation
of oil-palm, a total of 110,000

(See page 9)

The democratic system to be practised in
Myanmar must be the system that represents
freedom in accord with rules and regulations
within the framework of law; the system that is
in harmony with the State’s political, economic
and social infrastructures; the system that is in
conformity with the nation’s background his-
tory, traditions and culture; the system that
guarantees Our Three Main National Causes
through Union Spirit; and especially the sys-
tem that equally benefits all the national races
within the bounds of national solidarity .

(from page 16)
annual GDP development
rate up to 11.1 per cent in
2002-2003. At the end of
2002-2003 fiscal year, the
per capita income of the na-
tion was K 105,940.

The government encour-
aged the private sector, cre-
ating more job opportunities.
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People in attendance chanting slogans at the mass rally in support of the Prime Minister’s clarifications on the seven future policies and programmes of the State. — MNA

The Bayintnaung column marching to the mass rally. —  MNA

(from page 8)
acres of oil-palms have been
cultivated in the division
thanks to the active involve-
ment of 16 entrepreneurs
groups. Arrangements are
also under way to further
grow oil-palms in the divi-
sion and it will become one
of the oil suppliers of the
country in the near future.

As a result of extended
cultivation of rubber, an in-
dustrial crop, total acreage
of rubber in the division ex-
ceeded 140,000 acres.

The meat and fish sector
of the division earns the
State millions of dollar from
export. Sea prawn and fish
breeding, which was not car-
ried out previously in the
division, also met with suc-

Only after successful…
The division is able to ex-
port surplus fish every year.

Successful pearl culture
and production of six local
and foreign companies in
the  division rises up to
72,000 momme  from 7,300
momme in the past. A total
of 683 livestock farmers in
the division have raised over
986,000 layers. In the in-
dustrial sector, industrial
zones in the division are now
manufacturing motor vehi-
cles.

In the road and bridge
sector, total length of roads
in the division increased
from 397 miles to 664 miles,
showing an increase of 267
miles of length. Four bridges
with the length of 180 feet
and above including Winwa

country, Kawthoung, to the
northernmost part, Putao,
will be serviceable. As the
railroad has been con-
structed in the division, lo-
cal people can travel along
Yay-Dawei railroad now.

Pleasant Mongmagan
beach complete with white
sandy coast is the distinc-
tive feature of the division.
There are other interesting
beaches and islands in the
division. Lanpi island and
Dome island, and diving
skill of Salon nationals are
also fascinating and suitable
destinations for adventure
tours. Salon festival to be
held on Lanpi island in Feb-
ruary 2004 is attracting the
attention of foreign tourists.
On Salon island near
Kawthoung, the breeding
and training of dolphins is

of students increased by
93,196,  up from 147,070 in
the past to 240,266 now. A
total of 14 multimedia class
rooms have been opened in
the division. Arrangements
are also under way to open
multimedia class rooms in
the division. To be in accord
with the Myanma education

goal, eleven electronic
learning centres have been
set up in the division.

In the higher education
sector, seven institutes of
higher learning including
two universities and five
colleges have been opened;
local parents and students
are pleased with the arrange-
ments of the government,
and number of students of
higher education has risen
from 1174 previously to
11207 at present while that
of teachers increased from
47 in the past to 457 now.

In the health sector, a
total of 23 hospitals in the
division are providing
healthcare services for the
people instead of 17 hospi-
tals in the past, while number
of health personnel in-
creased from 470 to 817
now.

Border areas all over the
country have developed in
all sectors like those of
Taninthayi Division. I
would like to earnestly sup-
port the point that the ad-
journed National Conven-
tion is to be reconvened or
the first phase of the politi-
cal programme included in
the speech of the Prime Min-
ister is to be implemented.

In accord with the six

objectives, a total of over
700 representatives of the
eight categories of repre-
sentatives of the National
Convention, starting from 9-
1-93, had held discussions
at the National Convention.
Basic principles required for
drawing the state constitu-
tion could be laid down with

due deliberation and pa-
tience at the National Con-
vention then. These basic
principles are as important
as the soul of the Union of
Myanmar. Therefore, ef-
forts must be exerted for the
emergence of the enduring
State Constitution free from
weakness and loopholes and
perpetually reliable.

Emergence of the new
enduring state constitution
is indispensable necessity
for the State and the entire
people. It is also required to
strictly observe the guidance
of Senior General Than
Shwe that whatever system
the State practises, it needs
to be based on state consti-
tution that perpetually con-
tributes towards the inter-
ests of the entire national
people.

Many legal scholars and
political scientists at home
and abroad have defined the
essence of a constitution
from various aspects. Po-
litical scientist Woosey
wrote that a constitution is a
combined set of basic prin-
ciples concerning the au-
thority and power of the gov-
ernment, rights of the citi-
zen, and relations between
the government and the peo-
ple.

I am confident that  de-
spite the obstacles and hin-
drances, the future pro-
gramme of drafting the state
constitution in accord with
the basic principles and de-
tailed basic principles laid
down by the National Con-
vention presented by the
Prime Minister, will meet
with success thanks to the
active participation of the
entire national people.

In conclusion, I earnestly
support the motion calling
on the entire national peo-
ple to actively participate in
any sectors for the success-
ful implementation of the
seven-stage future policy of
the State.

Headmaster U Tin
Maung Swe supported the
motion calling on active par-
ticipation of the entire na-
tional people by doing their
bit for the successful imple-
mentation of the seven poli-
cies and programmes. He
said: we are very much de-
lighted to know that the

also successful. With such
favourable conditions for
tourism, the industry of the
division will develop soon.

In the education sector,
number of schools in the
division has increased from
962 to 1,109, showing an
increase of 147 schools,
while that of teachers
reached 5,018, which stood
at 3451 in the past. Number

bridge, Palauk bridge, Palaw
bridge and Taninthayi
bridge have been built in the
division, while completed
Lenya-Mandaing bridge and
3612-feet long Kyeku-
Kyaukphya bridge are not
opened. On completion of
Thanlwin Bridge
(Mawlamyine), the Union
Highway connecting the
southernmost part of the

cess now. Companies such
as Aquafarm, Ngwepinle,
Vintage, Asaungkong and
Yuzana are arranging the
extended plans for sea
prawn breeding.

Coastal and off-shore
fish production of the divi-
sion gradually increased
yearly and now it reached
over 500,000 tons, exceed-
ing the local consumption.

Prime Minister described in
his address the development
of the socio-economic life
of Myanmar including the
sectors of agriculture, meat
and fish, forestry, industry,
roads and bridges, transport,

(See page 13  )

Associate Professor Daw
San Yi seconds the motion.

MNA

I am confident that  despite the obstacles
and hindrance, the future programme of draft-
ing the state constitution in accord with the
basic principles and detailed basic principles
laid down by the National Convention presented
by the Prime Minister, will meet with success
thanks to the active participation of the entire
national people.
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YANGON, 18 Oct—The
National Poison Control
Centre in the compound of
Medical Research Depart-
ment (Lower Myanmar) on
Ziwaka Road here was
opened this morning with an
address by Chairman of the
National Health Committee
Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Vice-Chairmen
of NHC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Soe Win and Secretary-2 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein, Chairman
of Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, ministers, the NHC
members, the Yangon
Mayor, deputy ministers,
members of the National
Poison Control Central Com-
mittee, the Work Committee
and the Sub-Committees,
officials of the State Peace
and Development Council
Office, heads of department,
rectors of the institutes of
medicine and the Defence
Services Institutes of Medi-
cine, the President, Chairmen
and vice-chairmen of
Myanmar Maternal and Child
Welfare Association, the Na-
tional Commission for Envi-
ronmental Affairs, Myanmar
Red Cross Society (Central),
Myanmar Medical Associa-
tion, Myanmar Academy of
Medical Science, Myanmar
Dental Surgeons Association,
and Myanmar Nurses Asso-
ciation , the medical superin-
tendents of the hospitals in
Yangon, officials of WHO
and UNICEF, departmental
officials, guests and others.

First, Vice-Chairmen of
NHC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe

Win and Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein formally opened
the centre.

Next, the Prime Minister
and party inspected the
Chemical Toxicology Re-
search Division, the Poison
Information Laboratory, the
Analytical Toxicology Labo-
ratory, the Pharmaceutical
Toxicology Research Divi-
sion, the Sample Preparation
Poison Screening Laboratory,
the Biological Toxicology
Research Division and the
Radiation Toxicology Re-
search Division on the first
floor of the centre.

Next, the opening cer-
emony was held at the meet-
ing hall of the MRD. Chair-
man of NHC Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt made a
speech. He said that the open-
ing of the NPCC of interna-
tional level amounts to estab-
lishment of a basic founda-
tion  by the government to
protect the people from the
danger of poison, a health
problem that has widely oc-
curred in the world but not
yet in Myanmar. It was  thanks
to the goodwill of the govern-
ment that has been making
efforts for improvement of
the public health care serv-
ices, he added.

The government, relying
on own national force, is striv-
ing for enabling the nation to
stand shoulder to shoulder with
the nations of the world. At
such a time, it is fulfilling all
necessary requirements in pub-
lic health care services for ena-
bling the entire national people
to be fit and healthy and partici-
pate in nation-building endeav-
ours, and to enjoy the fruitful
results of national development
with peace of mind.

Keeping pace with the ad-
vancement of science and tech-
nology, measures are being
taken to provide the effective
medical care to the public, us-
ing advanced health education,
modern diagnosis and treat-
ment and sophisticated hospi-
tal equipment.

In addition, the govern-
ment has been taking constant
steps to �0protect  the people
from unusual diseases that
widely occur in the world.
Thus, the government has been
constantly reviewing the pub-
lic health care services to be in
conformity with the current
situation to be able to face the
health challenges and health
hazards. In the process, the
National Poison Control Cen-
tre has been opened.

Nowadays, medicines,
foods, agricultural and indus-
trial raw materials, and per-
sonal goods are widely pro-
duced with the use of chemi-
cals and organic matters, gas
and rays. These could touch
off poisoning. At the same
time, various items produced
with the use of chemicals and
organic matters are being used
widely in developing nations.

The fertilizer, pesticide,
fruits and foods preserved
with chemical and biological
technology, and medicines
produced with the use of
chemicals and organic mat-
ters tend to pose a threat to
man and environment. Fur-
thermore, terrorism resorting
to chemical and biological
matters occurs in some coun-
tries of the world. Therefore,
control and monitoring of poi-
soning plays a crucial role in
taking preventive measures.

That is why the respective
countries in the world have

been taking measures to form
the poison control centres to
prevent the poisoning.

At such a time, the Na-
tional Poison Control Centre
has emerged in accord with
the guidance of Head of State
Senior General Than Shwe
who called for establishment
of a poison control and re-
search centre of international
level in Myanmar to prevent
the poisoning due to chemi-
cal and biological elements
and radiation.

At present, the National

velopment, more industrial
chemicals and pesticides are
being applied. Thus, it is re-
quired to make safe and  sys-
tematic use of them.

Likewise, preventive
measures are to be taken to
guard against dangers di-
rectly posed to the people
due to waste chemicals and
waste personal goods or en-
vironmental pollution.

With the emergence of
the international level Na-
tional Poison Control Cen-
tre, the prevention of poi-

as to the health staff and
members of social organiza-
tions to enable them to guard
against dangers and to in-
form the health personnel of
the danger.

Educative measures
need to be taken systemati-
cally and widely in cultivat-
ing eating habit and healthy
living  among the people;
similarly extensive measures
are to be taken in connection
with emergency treatment
for posioning, danger of
chemical  poisoning result-

(See page 13 )

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses the opening of the National Poison Control Centre. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects the National Poison
Control Centre. — MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win and Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein formally open the National Poison Control Centre. — MNA

Poisoning Control Central
Committee and the work
committees were formed to
implement the work pro-
grammes for prevention of
poisoning, giving effective
treatment in case of poison-
ing, and conducting research
on poisoning.

The government is mak-
ing all-out efforts for the
emergence of a modern and
developed nation. With ag-
ricultural and industrial de-

soning will be carried out
widely. At the same time,
arrangements are being made
to form mobile teams to give
effective treatment to victims
of poisoning.

Public participation plays
a leading role in effective pre-
vention of the poisoning al-
though all-round arrange-
ments have been made.

Health education and
knowledge is to be widely
imparted to the people as well

ing from production, trans-
port and storage.

He urged the officials
concerned to take system-
atic measures  in acquisi-
tion of the cooperation
among governmental de-
partments, cooperation
among social organizations
as well as active participa-
tion of the poison control
centres in the region and the
world, and in setting up of
information network on poi-
soning.

The government has es-
tablished the National Poi-
son Control Centre together
with the basic infrastructures
and organizations for poison
control. Therefore, strenuous
efforts are to be made for the
effective control of the poi-
soning with use of those ba-
sic infrastructures.

In conclusion, he called on
the officials concerned to strive
for enabling the entire national
people to be fit and healthy,
using the National Poison Con-
trol Centre which has emerged
out of the goodwill of the gov-
ernment.

Government has been taking  constant steps to protect the people
from unusual diseases that widely occur in the world

Prime Minister attends opening of National Poison Control Centre
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Implementation of projects for socio-economic
development of all regions in the country

The government is

trying to upgrade the

health sector

quantitatively and

qualitatively. New

hospitals have been

opened across the

country. The photo

shows the 200-bed

hospital in Myeik,

Taninthayi Division.

PHOTO: MNA

With the conviction that transportation plays a vital role in regional development, the government is building a netwrok of roads and bridges across

the country. The 1,360 feet long Taninthayi Bridge spanning Tanithayi River was opened on 12-11-2000 in Taninthayi Division.—PHOTO: MNA

The Government has been

striving for enabling  the nation

to keep abreast with the

world’s nations in terms of

development. In the process, it

has laid down national devel-

opment projects and region-

wise development plans and

work is well under way for

bringing about harmonious

development in economic,

health and education sectors

across the nation and narrow-

ing the development gap

among all parts of the nation.

The photo shows Dawei Uni-

versity in Dawei which was

opened on 22-2-2002.

PHOTO: MNA
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ASEAN agrees to boost construction
of trans-Asia railways

HANOI , 18 Oct— Railway officials, who attended the three-day meeting of the
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN)’s Railway General Directors
ended here on Wednesday, agreed to accelerate the construction of a trans-Asia
railway route.

a Singapore-Kunming project special

taskforce conference scheduled for Decem-

ber.

Feasibility studies on the building of the

Singapore-Kunming route were conducted

in 2000 by Malaysia and officially trans-

ferred to Vietnam in 2002.

The project has so far won support from

Thailand and the Asian Development Bank.

China is considering technical assistance to

Cambodia in preparation for new section

construction.

Vietnam has signed a memorandum of

understanding with Cambodia,  providing

equipment and security facilities such as an

electric alarming bell network for Phnom

Penh, and construction of a bridge  for loco-

motives to turn around, at a combined cost of

129,000 US dollars.

MNA/Xinhua

East Asia set to
record strong
growth

 HANOI, 18 Oct— East

Asia is expected to record an

economic growth of 5 per

cent in 2003, and 5.7 per cent

in 2004, Homi Kharas, chief

economist for East Asia and

the Pacific of the World

Bank, said at a Press confer-

ence on Thursday.

 The optimistic forecast is

based on the fact that the

global economy is improv-

ing, led by the stronger

growth in the United States

and Japan, which, combined

with the continued strong

growth in China, should lead

to higher world trade growth,

he said.

 Another positive factor

is that post-financial crisis

finally seems to end domes-

tic conditions in the region

are improving, and poverty

is falling in most countries,

Homi Kharas added.

 In 2003, growth in the

low-and middle-income

countries of the region is ex-

pected to turn out stronger,

with solid 7-8 per cent growth

in Vietnam and China, and

nearly 6 per cent growth in

Thailand.

 Notably, poverty contin-

ues to fall in the region with

the number of poor at the

two US dollars per day level

expected to drop by around

30 million US dollars to

around 680 million US dol-

lars in 2003.

MNA/Xinhua

Global fund steps up
fight against “AIDS”

 GENEVA, 18 Oct— An international fund playing a
lead role in the war on AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria
approved a further 623 million US dollars on Thursday
for 50 countries battling the killer scourges.

 The Global Fund to Fight

AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma-

laria, launched nearly two

years ago with the backing

of UN Secretary-General

Kofi Annan, said around 60

per cent of the money would

go to fighting AIDS, mainly

in Africa.

 The new funds will pro-

vide a further 200,000 AIDS

sufferers with life-prolong-

ing antiretroviral drugs over

the next two years, the Global

Fund said.  “This is good, but

it is certainly not enough,”

said Richard Feachem, ex-

ecutive director of the Ge-

neva-based fund.

 In sub-Saharan African,

which has the highest number

of AIDS patients, only

around 50,000 people receive

treatment, while for devel-

oping countries as a whole

the figure is a mere six per-

cent of 6 million sufferers.

 The World Health Or-

ganization (WHO) has set a

target of three million peo-

ple on drugs treatments by

the end of 2005, but hitting

that goal will cost around

three billion US dollars a year

from all sources, including

the fund, Feachem said.

 The latest disbursements

took to 2.1 billion US dollars

the amount the fund has given

to finance campaigns against

the three diseases, which to-

gether kill around six mil-

lion people every year.

 “In less than two years,

the Global Fund has become

a leading force in the fight

against these three deadly

diseases,” said US Secre-

tary of Health Tommy

Thompson, who chaired a

meeting of the fund’s board.

Speaking in a telecon-

ference from Chiang Mai,

Thailand, where the board

meeting was held, Feachem

said the fund would be

calling for countries

suffering from the diseases

to submit a fresh round of

proposals for financing

early next year.

 He said he expected the

volume of requests to in-

crease, partly because of the

WHO’s so-called “three-by-

five” treatment campaign.

 But although the fund al-

ready had pledges of around

one billion dollars from do-

nors for 2004, some of that

was already earmarked for

existing projects, he added.

 MNA/Reuters

APEC economies take measures
to reduce business cost

BANGKOK, 18 Oct— Members of the Asia-Pacific Eco-

nomic Cooperation (APEC) forum have taken measures to

accelerate progress on goals of reducing business transac-

tion costs by 5 per cent by 2006, the APEC Committee on

Trade and Investment (CTI) announced Thursday.

 The reduction is expected to stimulate an additional 280

billion US dollars in annual trade, said CTI Chair Ng Kim

Neo at a  Press conference held on the sidelines of the APEC

annual meetings.

“All APEC member economies have selected the actions

and measures that they will use to facilitate trade in the

region and reduce costs to business,” said Ng, adding that

some economies have provided detailed information on

their intended reforms, including prospective cost reduc-

tions to business.—MNA/Xinhua

The project aims to facilitate the trans-

port of containers from  Singapore to other

regional countries, and help develop tour-

ism, according to a report from the Vietnam
News Agency on Thursday.

The 8,135-kilometre route has two major

lines with the first running from Singapore-

Bangkok-Phnom Penh-Loc Ninh-Ho Chi

Minh City-Ha Noi-Lao Cai-Hekou-

Kunming, and the second, from Bangkok,

Thailand to Yangon, Myanmar.

Malaysia and Thailand have agreed in

principle to help Cambodia  restore a 48-

kilometre section along the Cambodia-Thai-

land border. The 2.5-billion-US-dollar

project will include the upgrade of the cur-

rent railway network and construction of

some new sections.

A major problem is the source for financ-

ing the project, which will top the agenda of

A porcelaine swan that once decorated the living room of Bavarian fairy tale king

Ludwig II in his castle Neuschwanstein sits in a show case at the municipal museum in

Munich, southern Germany, on 16 October, 2003. The masterpiece is one of more than

600 exhibits of the exhibition “The Worlds of Wagner’ showing works and impact of

German composer Richard Wagner.—INTERNET

ippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

The Chinese official arrived here early

Thursday to attend the 15th Asia-Pacific Eco-

nomic Cooperation (APEC) Ministerial Meet-

ing. He also attended the opening of the 2003

APEC Investment Mart in the Thai capital.

Adisai, for his part, said that China is an

important partner to both Thailand and

ASEAN and that Bangkok expects strength-

ened cooperation in APEC and other areas

with China, Thailand’s third largest trading

partner.

 Also on Thursday, Yu met separately with

Australian Minister for Trade Mark Vaile

and US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick.

They discussed bilateral trade and coopera-

tion in APEC and multilateral trade talks.

MNA/Xinhua

 BANGKOK, 18 Oct— China’s import in

the next three years would amount to one

trillion US dollars and it welcomes Thai-

land and other member countries of the

Association of South-East Asian Nations

(ASEAN) to enter into competitions in the

Chinese market, a top Chinese trade official

said here Thursday.

 Yu Guangzhou, Vice-Minister of Com-

merce of China, in a meeting with Thai

Commerce Minister Adisai Bhoharamik,

noted that the recently set target of 100

billion US dollars in annual trade between

China and ASEAN by 2005 would further

boost trading between China and Thailand

and other ASEAN members.

 ASEAN groups Brunei, Cambodia, In-

donesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Phil-

YZ[\]̂_\ Ỳab\cdefg̀hZ̀Zi

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

China welcomes imports
from Thailand,

ASEAN
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Government has been…
(from page 10)

The National Poison Control Centre was opened with
the aim of imparting knowledge on poison control to the
public, of informing the public of means and ways to take
care of the emergency poisoning, of constant monitoring of
the possibility of poisoning, of imparting techniques to the
health staff to provide effective treatment to victims of
poisoning, of conducting research on poisoning and practi-
cally using of the research findings, of collecting and ex-
changing experiences and information between local and
foreign academicians.

The National Poison Control Centre was formed under
the MRD (Lower Myanmar). It includes the Pharmaceutical
Toxicology Research Division, the Chemical Toxicology
Research Division, the Biological Toxicology Research
Division, and Radiation Toxicology Research Division.

All research divisions are facilitated with the modern
equipment of international level.

It will render medical and poisoning information serv-
ice, pharmaceutical toxicology service, laboratory service,
and research and teaching on poisoning. To be able to take
measures for prevention of poisoning in Myanmar at any
time, the mobile teams have been formed in Yangon.

The environmental sanitation division of Health Depart-
ment is constantly monitoring the poisoning to guard against
worksite poisoning.—MNA

emerged significant devel-
opment of all sectors in the
border areas.

He said the second part
of the Prime Minister’s
speech dealt with the efforts
of the State for national
reconsolidation. It is believed
that making efforts for re-
gional development, emer-
gence of economic infra-
structures and raising of liv-
ing standard will be very fun-
damental only after the na-
tional unity has been built in
the country.

While making efforts  for
the border area develop-
ment, the State also could
endeavour for national
armed groups to return to
the legal fold. As a result, 17
national race armed groups
returned to the legal fold.
The tasks for development
of border areas, which could
not be carried out by the
previous government, can be
now implemented in the
time of the State Peace and
Development Council, he
added.

It is heartening to see that
national leaders are partici-
pating not only in the task for
development of their region
but also in the nation-build-
ing task. Arrangements were
made for convening of the
National Convention in 1992

(from page 9)
communications, electric
power, education, technol-
ogy and health with accurate
facts and figures. There is
another thing to present that
the significant development
of border areas, which lagged
behind in development in the
past, thanks to the strenuous
efforts of the Tatmadaw gov-
ernment. Although border
area development tasks were
carried out first in the re-
gions where peace had pre-
vailed, the tasks also could
be implemented later in all
the border regions across the
country.

Now, the government is
carrying out the border area
development tasks day in,
day out in 18 regions con-
sisting of 68 townships cov-
ering 38000 square miles
area where over 5.3 million
national people reside.

As the tasks include road
and bridge construction, edu-
cation, health, agriculture,
livestock breeding electric
power, communications and
mining, the people of border
areas are enjoying the fruit-
ful results of development.

The State has spent over
K 45000 million plus US$
506 million for the border
area development tasks from
1989 to 2003. So, there has

Only after successful…

Dhammapuza song contest
for woman, and professional
level classic/modern song
contest for men will be held
tomorrow. At the dance con-
test, Chairman of Judges
Wunna Kyaw Htin U Sein
Aung Min, Secretary Daw
Mu Mu Khin and members
made judgements on the per-
formance. A total of 14 con-
testants participated in the
higher education  level dance
contest for man, and 16 con-
testants in the basic educa-
tion level dance contest for
girls (age 5-10). The re-
hearsal of songs composed
by the contestants were held
at the Pantra School on Kaba
Aye Pangoda Road this
morning. Songs composed
by contestants of basic edu-
cation level song composing
contest (age10-15) were re-
hearsed with the accompani-
ment of music.

The Saing contest
(troupe) was held at the
Padonma Theatre in
Sangyoung Township this
morning. A total of six
troupes  participated in the
basic education level Saing
contest for boys (age 5-10)
and eight troupes in the basic
education level Saing con-
test for boys (age 10-15).
Panel of judges led by U
Sein Kyi Moe and U Sein
Mutta acted as judges at the
contests. A total of seven con-
testants participated in the
professional level Donmin
contest for men, and one con-
testant in the professional
level Donmin contest for
women. A total of five con-
testants participated in the
basic education level
Donmin contest for boys (age
10-15). Panel of judges led
by U Khin Lin acted as judges
at the contest. The profes-
sional level violin contest for
man, the professional level
violin contest for woman,
basic education level violin
contest for man (age15-20),
basic education level violin
contest for woman (age15-
20), amateur level violin con-
test for men, and amateur
level violin contest for
women will be held at the
Kanbawza Theatre tomor-
row. — MNA

YANGON, 18 Oct — The
11th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts
Competitions continued for
the fifth day at the desig-
nated places today. The song
contest of the competitions
continued at the National
Museum on Pyay road, the
dance contest at the National
Theatre on Myoma Kyaung
road, the song-composing
contest at Pantra School on
Kaba Aye Pagoda road, the
Saing contest (troupe) at
Padonma Theatre on Bagaya
road, and the Donmin con-
test at Kanbawza Theatre on
Kaba Aye Pagoda road.

The competitions were
attended by Secretary-1 of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Gen Soe
Win, Members of the Panel
of Patrons of the Committee
for Holding the 11th
Myanmar Traditional Cul-
tural Performing Arts Com-
petitions Minister for Infor-
mation Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan, Minister for Transport
Maj-Gen Hla Myint Swe,
Minister for Culture Maj-
Gen Kyi Aung, Mayor of
Yangon Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin, Vice-Chairman
of the Leading Committee
Deputy Minister for Infor-
mation Brig-Gen Aung
Thein, Brig-Gen Than Tun
of the Ministry of Defence,
Deputy Commander of
Yangon Command Col Wai
Lwin, Chairman of the Work
Committee Commander of
No-3 Military Region Col
Tint Hsan, officials of work
committees and sub-commit-
tees, enthusiast and tourists.

The song contest contin-
ued at 9 am today. Chairper-
son of Judges Assistant Di-
rector Daw Tin Tin Mya of
MRTV, Secretary Assistant
Engineer Daw May Pyone
Khaing and members made
judgements on the perform-
ance at the song contest at
the National Museum. A to-
tal of fourteen contestants
participated in the amateur
level Maha Gita song con-
test for women  and  fifteen
contestants in basic educa-
tion level Maha Gita song
contest for boys (age 10-15).

The amateur level

11th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts

Competitions continue

due to the prevalence of
peace and national unity in
the country.

National Convention is
the forum in which the basic
principles are to be discussed
and sought for to be able to
draw a constitution in shap-
ing the democratic nation.
National Convention was
attended by political parties,
representatives-elect, na-
tional race representatives of
states and divisions, intel-
lectuals and intelligentsia,
departmental personnel and
representatives form all
walks of life. Political par-
ties and politicians were per-
mitted to officially make dis-
cussions and to make known
their wishes at the conven-
tion. The convention also
invited the participation of
political forces. The aim of
convening the National Con-
vention is the emergence of
a future discipline-flourish-
ing democratic state.

It is important for our
country to successfully con-
vene the National Conven-
tion and to bring out a new
enduring constitution of the
State. Only when the Na-
tional Convention is con-
vened successfully, can the
constitution of the State be
drafted based on the basic
principles resulting the con-
vention. All the national peo-
ple are looking forward to
the success of the State’s con-
stitution, which will be
drafted by the National Con-
vention comprising multi-
parties, the people of all strata
and national representatives,
in accord with the six objec-
tives. That is why reconven-
ing of the National Conven-
tion is the national duty of all
citizens.

The seven-point politi-
cal roadmap of the State clari-
fied  by the Prime Minister is
the correct path for emer-
gence of the  genuine demo-
cratic system.

He went on to say that as
Myanmar is made up of over
100 national races, it is im-
portant for national races to
live in the country with dig-
nity and peace of mind.

The supremacy of con-
stitution is first and foremost
requisite for various national
races to be able to live in the
Union with peace of mind,
he said. It is also needed to
emerge a complete constitu-
tion and all the national peo-
ple are to safeguard it.

Because the State’s con-
stitution drafted in 1947 had
its weaknesses, it lasted only
for 14 years from 1948 to
1962. Similarly, the 1974
constitution also lasted 14
years from 1974 to 1988 as it
was not in accord with the
passage of time. Therefore,
all our national people, draw-
ing the lessons from the past,
are urged to do their bit with
unity for the emergence of a
new enduring constitution
which can serve the interests
of the State and the people.

He quoted Head of State
Senior General Than Shwe
in his guidance, as saying
that the entire national peo-
ple have been living in the
same land and drinking wa-
ter from the same source
keeping eggs and nest intact
in the course of history. In
accord with the saying
“blood is thicker than water”
the national people drove out
every danger to the Union.
And this is a significant fact
of Myanmar. Union Spirit
has been flourishing in
Myanmar through the tap-
roots of patriotism and na-
tionalism.

For the emergence of the
constitution in accordance
with the guidance, emphasis
is to be placed on crushing
every danger and destruc-
tive act, he said.

In conclusion, he said he
emphatically seconded the
motion tabled by U Moe
Myint calling for active par-
ticipation of the entire na-
tional people by doing their
bit for the successful imple-
mentation of the seven poli-
cies and programmes of the
State.

Afterwards, the chairman
sought the approval of the
mass rally concerning the
motion calling for active par-
ticipation of the entire peo-
ple by doing their bit in im-
plementing the seven-stage
future policy and programme
of the State with strong Un-
ion Spirit tabled by U Moe
Myint.

The master of ceremo-
nies announced the resolu-
tions of the mass rally call-
ing for active participation
of the entire people by doing
their bit in implementing the
seven-stage future policy and
programme of the State with
strong Union Spirit.

The mass rally concluded
by chanting of the slogans.

 MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win enjoys performance of a
contestant of  dance contest (age 5-10). — MNA

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein discusses functions of the
Ministry of Transport. (News page-2) — MNA

���������	
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Marseille, second in Ligue 1,
beaten 4-1 at Strasbourg

 PARIS, 18 Oct— Olympique Marseille wasted a chance to go top of Ligue 1 when
they were thrashed 4-1 by Racing Strasbourg on Friday. Marseille, one point behind
leaders Monaco, never recovered from conceding two goals shortly before halftime to
a spirited Strasbourg side who finished the game with 10 men.

 The visitors, in the proc-

ess of trying to sign France

goalkeeper Fabien Barthez

from Manchester United, had

conceded just five goals in

nine games and this defeat

could not have  come at a

worse time for first choice

keeper Vedran Runje.

 A thrilling game threat-

ened to get out of hand in the

70th minute when Stras-

bourg, 3-1 ahead, were

awarded a penalty.

 Scuffles broke out in the

Marseille penalty area and

Strasbourg midfielder Chris-

tian Bassila was sent off for

hitting Sebastien Perez.

Danijel Ljuboja, the man of

the match, missed the spot

kick after a one-handed save

by Runje.

 Strasbourg went on the

attack from the opening whis-

tle against the best defence in

Ligue 1 and midfielder

Corentin Martins put them

ahead in the 21st minute with

a powerful header  at the far

post. Steve Marlet equalized

13 minutes later after hesita-

tion in the home defence but

Marseille were rocked by two

more goals before halftime.

 Striker Mamadou Niang

Van der Vaart
double
helps Ajax to
5-1 win

 AMSTERDAM, 18 Oct—

Two first-half goals from

Rafael van der Vaart helped
First Division leaders Ajax

Amsterdam to a 5-1 win over

Volendam on Friday.

 Ajax have 21 points at

the top of the table, five ahead

of PSV Eindhoven and AZ
Alkmaar, who play at the

weekend.

 Belgian international

Wesley Sonck opened the

scoring for Ajax after five

minutes when he headed
home a cross from compa-

triot Tom Soetaers.

 A blunder by French de-

fender Julien Escude gave

Dion Esajas the opportunity

to equalize in the 13th
minute, but then van der

Vaart scored twice in six

minutes to establish a 3-1

halftime  lead.

MNA/Reuters

Welterweight Maurice Brantley, left, of Kansas City, is sent realing backwards by a
punch from WBA welterweight champion Antonio Margarito, right, of Tijuana, Mexico,
in the second round Friday, on 17 October, 2003, in Phoenix. Margarito (29-3, 20 KOs)

knocked brantley out in the second round.—INTERNET

  1 Terrible

  2 Evil woman

  3 Tingling

  4 Purpose

  6 Poll

  7 University teacher

12 Arm joint

13 Finished

14 Stretch of water

15 Affirmative answer

19 Artist’s model

21 Killed

22 Resentment

23 Bury555

El Aynaoui

outlasts

Grosjean

in Madrid

quarterfinals
 M ADRID , 18 Oct—

Younes El Aynaoui of Mo-
rocco recovered from a
nervous start to beat
French sixth seed Sebastien
Grosjean 3-6, 7-6, 6-2 and
reach the semifinals of the
Madrid Masters on Friday.

 Grosjean hardly put a foot

wrong over the first two sets,

serving to devastating effect

and dominating the points

with his accurate ground-

strokes. The Frenchman set

up two break-points in game

six of the second but he failed

to convert and that save from

El Aynaoui signalled a shift

in momentum.

 El Aynaoui went on to

force a tiebreak and moved

confidently into a 6-3 lead.

 Grosjean saved those

three set-points but, serving

at 6-7, he missed a fourth as

El Aynaoui stepped round to

clatter a  forehand winner.

MNA/Reuters

Crosswords Puzzle

 JAKARTA , 18 Oct— Indonesian men’s single players
Sonny Dwi Kuncoro and Taufik Hidayat entered the
quarterfinals in the 150,000 US dollars JVC Asian bad-
minton championship here on Thursday.

 Sonny stopped Liao Sheng Shiun of Taibei 15-8, 15-4 to

face South Korean Jang Young Soo, while Taufik also easily

halted Yusuke Shinkai of Japan 15-6, 15-4 to challenge

South Korean Park Sung Hwan.

 However, Indonesian Simon Santosa and Ronny

Agustinus failed on their campaigns. Simon lost 7-15, 15-7,

15-12 to Malaysian Lee Tsuen Seng and Ronny lost 15-12,

5-15, 15-5 to a Hong Kong player.

 Two Indonesian women’s doubles pairs Greysa Polii/

Rani Mundiastuti and Jo Noita/Lita Nurlita also entered the

quarter- finals.

Greysa/Rani stopped Chinese Zheng Yaqiong/Dai Yun

15-8, 15-7 and Noita/Lita defeated Vietnamese Ha Thi Kim

Nhan/Nguyen Thi Thanh Tam      15-3, 15-1.

 Three Indonesian men’s doubles pairs Eng Hian/Flandy

Limpele, Luluk Hadiyanto/Alven Yulianto and Markis Kido/

Hendra Setiawan also entered the quarterfinal.

MNA/Xinhua

Top-seeded Indonesians advance

in Asian badminton c’ship

  5 Beautiful girl

  8 Squeezing out water

  9 Sailing vessel

10 Raw

11 Holy-water vessel

14 Pig pen

16 Select

17 Worn away

18 Beast of burden

20 Young dog

24 Male horse

25 Snake

26 Foot care

27 Liberated

  YANGON,

18 Oct —

The Shwe-

saryan Open

Golf Cham-

pionship of

M y a n m a r

Golf Tour

2003 contin-

(YCDC) with 222.

Kyaw Thiha scored

first with 226 strokes, Aung

Aung Kyaw second with 233

and Myo Min Aung third

with 234 in the men’s ama-

teur division.

The golf tour is or-

ganized by Han Event Man-

agement. The championship

continues at the same venue

tomorrow. — MNA

Shwesaryan Open Golf Championship continues

IT enthusiasts watch the presentation at the Advanced
Technologies & Solutions booth of the Fifth International

ICT Exhibition 2003 on 18-10-2003. — H

ued at Shwesaryan Golf

Course in Mandalay this

morning.

After the third day 18-

hole event, Min Naing

(Srixon) and Zaw Paing Oo

(Pan-West) led the tour with

217 strokes each in the pro-

fessional golfers division,

followed by Myint

Shwe(Wilson) and Zaw Zaw

Latt (Pan-west) with 219

each and Nanda Kyaw

KIEV, 18 Oct— Dynamo

Kiev warmed up for next

week’s Champions League

clash with Arsenal by eking

out an unconvincing 2-0

home win over Ilichevets

Mariupol in a Ukrainian pre-

mier division match on Fri-

day.

Croatian midfielder Jerko

Leko scored midway through

the second half when he per-

fectly timed his run and

latched on to a Valentin

Belkevich cross from the left

wing to poke home from

close range.

Until then it was mostly

an uneventful game as the

Dynamo Kiev warm up for
Arsenal by beating Mariupol 2-0

swooped from close range

for his sixth goal of the sea-

son, after Runje had saved

well from Ljuboja, before

striker Ljuboja scored with a

superb free kick in injury

time at the break.

 Runje, likely to miss out

if Barthez receives permis-

sion  from FIFA to leave

United before the transfer

window reopens on  January

1, raged at his defensive wall

but he was embarrassed at

his near post. As Marseille

pushed forward in the dying

minutes, midfielder Fabrice

Ehret finished off a Stras-

bourg breakaway with the

fourth goal. Strasbourg

moved up to fourth on 17

points, five behind Monaco,

before the remaining nine

games on Saturday.

MNA/Reuters

Ukrainian  champions tested

their form ahead of next

Tuesday’s Champions

League, Group B match

against the London club in

Kiev.

Ukraine international

Oleg Husev sealed the vic-

tory in the last minute with a

timely header following an-

other Belkevich cross, this

time from the right.

The win gave Dynamo 29

points from 12 matches,

moving them to within two

points of league leaders

Shakhtar Donetsk, who host

Kryvbas Kryviy Rih on Sun-

day.— MNA/Reuters

Min Naing (Srixon) participating in the Shwesaryan
Open Golf Championship.—GOLF FEDERATION
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Agriculture

  Sown acreage over 468,000 acres per year over 670,000 acres per year

  Rice production          _ 16.7 million basktes

  Plam oil 110,000 acres

  Rubber 104,000 acres

 Meat and fish

  Fish over 500,000 tons per year

  Pearl 7,300 moni over 72,000 moni

  Poultry farming over 986,000 chickens

  Roads and Bridges
Roads 397 miles 664 miles

  Bridges (180-feet and above) Winwa Bridge, Palauk Bridge, Palaw

Bridge, Taninthayi Bridge, Laynya-

Mandaing Bridge, Kyweku-Kyaukpya

Bridge

      Sector  1988 2003

e-Education Learning Centrefghijhklmnophqrghstuhsvlwvlxhfghijhklmnophqrghstuhsvlwvlxhfghijhklmnophqrghstuhsvlwvlxhfghijhklmnophqrghstuhsvlwvlxhfghijhklmnophqrghstuhsvlwvlxhyjzq{hh|}~��jm�wt�|�~��jm�wn�yjzq{hh|}~��jm�wt�|�~��jm�wn�yjzq{hh|}~��jm�wt�|�~��jm�wn�yjzq{hh|}~��jm�wt�|�~��jm�wn�yjzq{hh|}~��jm�wt�|�~��jm�wn�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
  ♦  − What is resource?

(M.Q, M.A���������������������� ¡�¢����£��
Intra-ASEAN Socio-Economic and Security Co-

operation�¤��¥������¦§̈©��¡�¤§̈©�ª«���¦§̈©�������������¤¬�¢ ­�¢®̄¥��©©�������������¢��°���������������¢��°���������������¢��°���������������¢��°���������������¢��°����
  ♦  − ±¤��¤�§��¥�¥£¤̈¤��¦©��²��°�³¡�«§̈¥�´§��¥�¥£����µ�¶���·��²�¥� ·¶�®̄¶�¤̄���¢¤̄��±¡­���¤̄���
±¤��¤�§��¥�¥£¶�¤̧�¹¤̄��³¡�«¢ ¶�¤̧�¹¤̄��º»·�©­��±®¥������¦§̈©�³¡�«¢���±¡¼¢����¥��¶½������¶̄�¥����¾���¤̄��������������¿�«À¬�����������������¿�«À¬�����������������¿�«À¬�����������������¿�«À¬�����������������¿�«À¬������

  ♦  − The Role of Psychology in Regional

Developmetnt�©���¡­�¢���±¡¼¢����¥�¾����¶̄�¥����¾����¢¤̄��±¡­���¤̄���
        − Methods of Integration�¡�¤§̈©���¡̧£¢����¥�¾����¶̄�¥����¾���¤̄��������������Á¶��¡������������������Á¶��¡������������������Á¶��¡������������������Á¶��¡������������������Á¶��¡�������
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(from page 2)
He said records and files

are stored with the use of

modern electronic equip-

ment and computers at the

institutes, universities and

departments under the min-

istry.

He gave instructions on

effective use of software pro-

Secretary-1 and Secretary-2 meet… strengths is the most impor-

tant. This is why the govern-

ment is implementing the

projects for national eco-

nomic development. The

Ministry of Transport is one

of the ministries that make

efforts for economic devel-

opment, he added.

 He said the ministry is

to  implement the tasks for

achieving success. He called

for a balance of income and

expenditure, making ar-

rangements for safety and

convenience of the passen-

gers, minimizing loss and

wastage, supervision for in-

crease of income, making

field trips to grassroots lev-

els and fulfilling require-

ments. He also placed em-

phasis on thrifty.

The meeting came to a

close at 11.30 am. — MNA

(from page 7)
Commander Maj-

Gen Myint Swe presented

a supplementary report on

increase in sown acreage in

the rainy season for

greening the environs and

cultivation of paddy and

other crops in the 30-mile

radius of Yangon, arrange-

ments being made for sup-

ply of water to  townships

located in the 30-mile ra-

dius area for growing sum-

mer paddy, present condi-

tions for extended cultiva-

tion of summer paddy by

dredging the existing canals

and creeks, plans for grow-

ing other crops on the land

where paddy cannot be

grown and digging of fish

breeding ponds.

The Prime Minister

Prime Minister inspects…
and party inspected the wa-

ter pumping station which

supplies water to paddy

fields from Bawle River.

Next, the Prime

Minister met with headmis-

tress of Kyaman Village

Basic Education Primary

School and gave instruc-

tions to officials on renova-

tion of the school.

The Prime Minister

and party proceeded to the

site of Mahuya (Nga-

moeyeik) Supporting Dam

project in Hlegu Township

in Yangon Division.

Minister Maj-Gen

Nyunt Tin reported to the

Prime Minister on inflow of

water and water storage

capacity of Ngamoeyeik

Dam, its contribution to

agriculture, arrangements

being made to supply water

from the dam not only for

agricultural purpose but also

for household use in

Yangon, measures being

taken to generate electricity

from Ngamoeyeik Dam and

arrangements being made to

supply water to Nga-

moeyeik Dam by building

Mahuya dam and Paunglin

Dam for ensuring the

Ngamoeyeik Dam to be

able to conduct its work in

full capacity.

Director-General U

Kyaw San Win reported on

facts about Mahuya

(Ngamoeyeik). Supporting

Dam and work done. The

Prime Minister gave in-

structions saying that as

Ngamoeyeik Dam was built

with the aim of supplying

water to Yangon, measures

are to be taken for keeping

the natural resources of

Ngamoeyeik region intact.

He also gave instructions on

conservation of the water-

shed areas of the region.

From the observa-

tion tower, the Prime Min-

ister and party inspected the

construction of Mahuya

(Ngamoeyeik) Supporting

Dam.

They arrived back

here in the afternoon.

MNA

Development of Taninthayi Division

grammes and preparations

for establishment of cable

network and e-government

in the future.

Next, the Secretary-2

gave instructions.  In his dis-

cussions, the Secretary-2 said

some big nations making use

of technological superiority

and wealth are attempting to

enable small nations to think

highly of them, to rely on

them and to act under their

influence through media. So

we are to take care of this

fact, he said.

He said political, eco-

nomic and defence strengths

of the nation must be strong

in order to prevent above-

mentioned dangers. Among

the strengths, economic

strength which contributes

towards political and defence

Myanmar Judo team wins one gold,
one silver and one bronze

YANGON, 18 Oct — Selected
Myanmar Judo team led by
U Aung Win, executive of
Myanmar Judo Federation
won one gold, one silver and
one bronze in the Thai Inter-
national Junior (Under 19)
Invitational Judo Contest
being held in Thailand from
15 to 20 October.

Aye Aye Aung won

the first in 57 kilo division,
Nwe Nwe Than the second
in 45 kilo division and
Thanda Win the third in 48
kilo division. Altogether 14
teams of 11 countries par-
ticipated in the contest.

Myanmar team will
arrive back here tomorrow
by air.

 MNA

   Education

  Basic Education 962 1109

  Teachers 3451 5018

  Students 147,070 240,266

14 multimedia class rooms

11 Electronic learning centers

Higher Education

Collage 1 5

University 2

Students 1174 11,207

Teachers 47 457

Health

Hospital 17 23

Health Staff 470 817

 Rail Transportation  Ye - Dawei railroad



16    THE  NEW  LIGHT  OF  MYANMAR   Sunday, 19 October, 2003
9th Waning  of Thadingyut, 1365 ME Sunday,  19  October,  2003

Only after successful holding
of the National Convention…

(from page 1)
In the second part, he

touched on political devel-

opments of the State.

In the third part, the Prime

Minister spoke about the

seven-point political pro-

grammes which will be im-

plemented for the emergence

of a modern, developed and

democratic State that corre-

sponds to the political, eco-

nomic and social conditions

of the country and is based

on Myanmar’s historical

background and experiences

as well as the culture and

civilization of the people.

Steps for nation-building

tasks are as follows:

 (1) Reconvening of the Na-

tional Convention that

has been adjourned since

1996.

 (2)After the successful hold-

ing of the National Con-

vention, step by step im-

plementation of the proc-

ess necessary for the

emergence of a genuine

and discipline-flourish-

ing democratic system.

(3) Drafting of a new consti-

tution in accordance with

basic principles and de-

tailed basic principles laid

down by the National

Convention.

(4) Adoption of the consti-

tution through national

referendum.

(5) Holding of free and fair

elections for Pyithu

Hluttaws (Legislative

bodies) according to the

new constitution.

(6) Convening of Hluttaws

attended by Hluttaw

members in accordance

with the new constitution.

(7) Building a modern, de-

veloped and democratic

nation by the state lead-

ers elected by the

Hluttaw; and the govern-

ment and other central

organs formed by the

Hluttaw.

These seven-point pro-

grammes are the own ones

that have been laid down by

the State Peace and Devel-

opment Council in the inter-

ests of the State and its peo-

ple.

These programmes and

the four political objectives

out of the twelve objectives

that have been presented to

the people constantly are in

essence, the same.

In the seven-point pro-

grammes, there include two

essential needs—the suc-

cessful holding of the Na-

tional Convention and emer-

gence of an enduring State

Constitution.

Head of State Senior

General Than Shwe, on one

occasion, said that whatever

system a nation prictises, it

needs to be based on an en-

during State Constitution that

must serve the interests of

the entire citizens.

Therefore, coordination

meetings were held with the

political parties and the

elected representatives for

three times in June 1992 for

the convening of the National

Convention. It was aimed at

obtaining good advice with

positive attitude.

At the plenary meeting

held in 1992, matters relat-

ing to sending out invita-

tions to the representatives

to the National Convention

were discussed. After hold-

ing several meetings in all

parts of the country, the in-

vitations were sent.

On 10 July 1992, Chair-

man of the State Law and

Order Restoration Council

Commander-in-Chief of De-

fence Services Senior Gen-

eral Than Shwe cordially

greeted the elected repre-

sentatives from the political

parties who attended the co-

ordination meeting for hold-

ing the National Convention

at the meeting room of the

Presidential Residence on

Ahlon Road. The National

Convention commenced

held in 1993.

At a time when efforts

were made for drawing the

State Constitution at the Na-

tional Convention, 86 repre-

sentatives of National League

for Democracy walked out of

the National Convention on

29 November 1995. As a re-

sult, the National Convention

was adjourned temporarily.

But now, the entire citizens

are glad to know that there

will be the resuming of the

National Convention which

was adjourned temporarily.

Only after successful

holding of the National Con-

vention and measures are be-

ing taken step by step, will

there be  drawing of the en-

during State Constitution that

is essential for the State.

mented, it is very important

to guard with the strength of

the people against various

dangers posed by destruc-

tive elements who do not

want to see peace, unity and

development of the State. At

nomic system, which is in

conformity with the national

economic plans. Simultane-

ously, it has been construct-

ing basic economic founda-

tions as well as roads, river

and creek-crossing bridges,

such a time like this efforts

are being made to build new

democratic nation, I would

like to urge all the national

people to actively participate

with full sense of Union Spirit

in the successful implemen-

tation of the programmes.

Tabling a motion calling

for the active participation of

the entire people by doing

their bit in implementing the

seven-stage future policy and

programme of the State with

strong Union Spirit, U Moe

Myint, Secretary of Myeik

Township USDA, said that

the Prime Minister on 30

August delivered a speech that

is crucially important for the

State’s future. Making clari-

fications on all-round

progress of the State, the

Prime Minister divided his

address into three parts. The

government changed its eco-

nomic system from the cen-

tralized economic system into

the market-oriented eco-

dams and reservoirs, univer-

sities, colleges and hospitals

the length and breadth of the

nation. Resulting from the

24,288

flourishing democratic na-

tion— will be achieved:

Democracy that
Myanmar will accept and
practise are as follow:
1. Democracy that prac-

tises freedom under dis-
ciplines within the
framework of the law.

2. Democracy that is in
conformity with politi-
cal,economic and social
structures of the State.

3. Democracy that is in line
with the historical
traditions of the State
and culture and custom
of the people.

4. Democracy that guar-
antees Union Spirit and
Our Three Main  Na-
tional Causes.

5. Democracy that creates
equal results for all na-
tional races within the
framework of national
solidarity.
In summing up, all the

national people are glad to

know that  the seven-point

programmes stated in the

Prime Minister’s speech will

be implemented soon and

they also are looking forward

to the success of the seven-

point programmes. At a time

when the seven-point pro-

grammes are being imple-

Chairman and members chanting slogans at the mass rally. — MNA

After the emergence of the

enduring State Constitution

and efforts are being made

step by step for nation-build-

ing task, the ultimat objec-

tive— emergence of a mod-

ern, developed discipline-

Those attendants at the mass rally in Myeik. — MNA

National races chanting slogans at the mass rally. — MNA

Chairman Pro-rector U Khin Maung Cho of Myeik
University delivers a speech at the mass rally.—MNA
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government’s intensive and

relentless endeavours, the

nation’s GDP has recuper-

ated. The nation’s GDP in

1988-89 was K 47,000 mil-

lion only. Later, the nation is

cumulatively gaining

(See page 8)


