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Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects products at a factory in Hlinethaya Industriat-Zare.

Secretary-2 inspects Hlinethaya
Industrial Zone

YANGON, 20 June — Chairman of Industrial Develop-
ment Committee Secretary-2 of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-Gen Soe Win, accompanied by
Deputy Minister for Industry-2 Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin,
arrived at the Excellent Mineral Casting Co Ltd in
Hlinethaya Industrial Zone this afternoon.

They were welcomed there by Chairman of the com-
pany U Yin Saw, Managing Director U Tun Hlaing and
officials. Then, the managing director conducted the Sec-
retary-2 and party round the factory. The Secretary-2 gave

instructions. The factory produces about 80 types of steel
products weighing some 50 tons a month, and the com-
pany is distributing its products to local and foreign mar-
kets, it is learnt.

Then, the Secretary-2 and party proceeded to Myanmar
Ele Steel Industries factory. After viewing the production
process at the factory, the Secretary-2 left necessary in-
structions and fulfilled the needs.

The Secretary-2 and party left the zone later in the
afternoon. — MNA

Four political objectives L

* Stability of the State, community peac
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Statd
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developeg
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the basg
and all-round development of other
sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system
* Development of the economy inviting
participation in terms of technical know-
how and investments from sources]
inside the country and abroad
* The initiative to shape the national
economy must be kept in the hands of thg
State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects agricultural, livestock
breeding tasks, runway of Lashio Airport

YANGON, 20 June— Member of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Aung Htwe of the Ministry
of Defence, accompanied by Chairman of Shan State
(North) Peace and Development Council Commander of
North-East Command Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing, Deputy
Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Brig-Gen Khin
Maung and officials, arrived at 600,000 coffee saplings
nursery of the command headquarters on 18 June morn-
ing.

They were welcomed there by senior military officers
of Lashio Station and national race leaders of Shan State
(North) Special Regions.

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspected coffee saplings at the
nursery and told the national race leaders that local farm-
ers and local national race leaders are to extend cultiva-
tion of coffee as a opium-substitute crop for develop-
ment of the regions. The Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation will provide agricultural technology to them.
And cultivation of macadamia and oak trees are to be
extended.

Then, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe proceeded to Central Sec-
tion Farm of the command headquarters and inspected
groundnut plantations in the farm areas, breeding of 1,200
domestic chickens, raising of 1,200 layers and 1,200 broil-
ers, modern incubators, running of domestic poultry farm
and process of the feedstuff factory which can produce 25
tons of feedstuff a day.

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe also saw over pig breeding section
where piglets were kept in cages, and raising of 45,000
layers in the cages. He gave instructions to the national
race leaders on extension of agriculture as well as live-
stock breeding tasks to be carried out for regional devel-
opment.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and party went to the
site for extended construction of the runway of Lashio
Airport. General Manager U Hla Myint and Project Man-
ager U Win Maung of Asia World Co Ltd reported on
progress in construction of the 700 feet long, 15 feet

(See page 8)
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Take part in Government’s endeavours
to promote national sports

Myanmar youth team became champior]
in Southeast Asia after beating Malaysia youth
team 4-0 in the final match of the First ASEAN
U-18 Youth Football Tournament which was
held in Myanmar and Vietnam from 7 to 18
June. The victory of Myanmar youth is not an
ordinary one but is the fruitful result of the
national endeavours for the Myanmar football
to enter the golden age. Myanmar National Ol
ympic Council Chairman State Peace an
Development Council Secretary-1 Generg
Khin Nyunt honoured the victorious Myanmar
youth football team which won the champion
ship trophy at the First ASEAN U-18 Youth
Football Tourney on 19 June at Karaweik|
Palace in Yangon.

On the occasion, the General said thd
with the conviction that the international sports
victory reflects the national dignity and flour-
ishing of patriotism and the international sports
victory helps raise the dignity of the nation
and its people, the Government is making ef
forts together with the people as a nationg
task to raise the standard of the national sportg

ocC O « 0 o [- [-] o
?;CE&: :G@)é OS:*?GS(I:G‘I:(H('&O:Q: :ﬁoslcocﬁ n:caﬁqﬂs
mzl)sl(ygfﬁézgaoaé: »bor:oéoooSemnd 3;G§0(rgcm&°gc &C aoo%m&qjo%%cmo »bor:owodesnd 3‘;@@?00'3
3;(\)(,&?)5 035 ﬁémq;q%o‘ﬁé G[:(Y)'Jé é:qp:gf[zgocmngéGC & é; G(\)o:n?c@(\moaaﬁc Sfe :8: JeaX L] efg?o?c :20008:
coSBiogs§cloogdy
:x?[zgo)(ﬂj c:a:n:mc\?m Gg?spogm[jef[j‘%co]:n[:c ?@§é cf:e:o’yx\) 33;§$(7§(ﬁl:oq0§c\?8ﬁ c\?(cjcé;quoaé
Gmm(ﬂ:{ao?c (\?mguocamcgm[:(ﬂsﬁ 200360: ﬁ,eaoogsotﬂ:nau
(o) sologcne aoc@mﬂ qp: cc\)(\aéaﬁf:(ﬂ;ﬁeé’lemé cg;o(ﬁo]gs%(ﬁqp:(y?) nq@emégo’g(ﬂ 1
- q?"_é’] :8a (ﬁm@ﬁﬂ[ﬁ @g}csprﬂmé;o)émé o)(ﬂ;ca]é§qp;o$ %GO’)’JO’S&)§§C)[§(§ Gg;sﬂ(ﬂé’p&ﬁé;@ olzga[zgoczslq?(ﬂu
- mmé,cq_]omo)g?m[zé 50103:39 G[éG(\?aﬁ)(YS 3;3(?;@[;3; qlwgqlé:c[écc\agac@xﬁé(ﬂu
o- gamugsj sﬂo’gsuc,ecaoocgm%co]m solog@:cmﬁ(ﬁé:qpxﬁ) mugogwgoc‘maé @$08m30’1§& cn’ym’gcﬁé:
3:[;3;33§3390Temésj mac)oogsl(c)([)o’]u
20— mo]:co;oaégao%o]og (:)g) spé{)éigs;sﬁolcmé c@espé[%)éa’?: omo%mmoc)gae%;gamo\)qp:[asé mc@)(ﬁé(ﬂu
c— G(\)OéG(\)L‘%O’SGO’Dé]Gj c@)(ﬁca&cm Gg?spoaé mo]:eo;qp;o’% ol:ol: [aséc\?é;(ﬂu
() 8ool:d 28cloSef§s mon§:cosc30sGs G eeq SoSGln
- 3908(73@(7)0&0)0’]; q‘fl;eméxﬁlzm$a :raaoé@é m(ﬂ:qp: Gg;qp,\goo?wg(ﬁ[:o]u
- 3;5‘1’]%8 ogzooﬁaoewgtﬁl:cq;:moa(ﬁ :raogwgcmé: ooo'gmf;;mﬂ:qﬁ[; (HYV) éﬂl;qp; gaeﬁégemcm o%(yc)qo_”:o]n
o- méeqem(ﬁ:;é @ac)cslméeaoaqp:oaé %;mﬂ:gae@é moc),?oc):x’?::ﬁ: 3%:§9651§°1@mé 000 d3: é:m(ﬂ:o’? [2RT=0%)
?B(rg(ﬁl;o [
(Q) eo%(\)gaoaé*o%o% °l 360 mc@ogogc@oéza?)(ﬁaé:qp; cqeo&cmécmég(ﬁ(ﬂu
(6) 9800050885 8:eB0r 8481 Saafmm wevogoSafod: o3 o dBunBiecmEgosddln
(g) @@qugc‘ §64?ma§;qp;cqeoécm§ OUSGE)')EII Séc@r)&c{p;?cqo?og(ﬂu
©  §Eeiyiqesolisodap eqpodemicmniyiil eicds gl Gporprl Bodmorgefisd
§ aoen'go] a&: qp: 3;5‘{]%8?305(%[ sﬁcaoocgmo I
(q) Q?é) ar)§(§(\3:momé :ran’,gga@qp,n? mmaqcspgo@qp;o% :raeﬁf?ecg:(\nespwgao(ﬁogﬁ qo]?@(ﬂ slf? %IGSD'SG’B(SO’] ooéu
couSaoafos ronpaSeopSefiosiodBigos

Once, the Myanmar sports won victories all
over Southeast Asia and Asia and Myanma
athletes who won world championship medal
emerged then. It is an unforgettable national
pride for all the Myanmar people. However,
for certain reasons, the Myanmar sports cam{
to a decline and the people lost hope on it. B
Myanmar’s nationalist spirit to win victories
in international events was also kept in the
hearts of the Myanmar people.

Due to the harmonious efforts of the Gov
ernment and the entire people, the nation i
achieving the fruits including national progress,
economic development and improvement in th
living standard. The public support in the
sports is also increasing significantly. These are
all the results of the strong nationalistic fer-
vour of the people. Everyone has witnessed th
fact that throughout the U-18 Football Tour-
nament, the public support and strong desirg
for a Myanmar victory at the tourney was
amazingly active. Apart from public support,
the national entrepreneurs achieving succeq
due to the encouragement of the Governme
are taking part in the State’s health, educa
tion, social, religious and development under
takings and they also throw themselves int
the endeavours for raising the sports stand|
ard. It is very encouraging to see that the na|
tional entrepreneurs awarded K 90.1 million
and the State Peace and Development Coun
US$ 31,500 to the Myanmar team.

The entire people are urged to partici
pate in the Government’'s endeavours to rais
the sports standard as the victory of Myanman]
kyouth amounts to the victory of the people.J
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Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan a

ddresses the closing ceremony of the course. —

IPRD urged to disseminate
of people

YANGoN, 20 June — The Information and Public
Relations Department concluded the Public Relations
Efficiency Enhancement Course (Officers) No 2/2003 at
its head office this morning, with an address by Minister
for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan.

The minister said functions of the IPRD play a
vital role in the national political sector. Thus, the depart-
ment will have to disseminate knowledge to the people
and the youth based on their progress age-wise and cat-
egory-wise. The department’s functions must serve the
people who are constantly walking along the national
course.

The course was conducted with the three aims —
to improve the work proficiency of the staff, to develop
the spiritual abilities and qualification of the staff, and to

knowledge based on progress
and youth

effectively realize the objectives and tasks of the IPRD
and the Ministry of Information. Based on the objectives,
staff will have to disseminate correct information in the
fastest means. Staff of the information and public rela-
tions sector are required to accept the national policy and
the guidance of the Head of State as the work guidelines
and to use the media in the most effective way. The
minister presented gifts to the outstanding trainees. Deputy
Minister for Information Brig-Gen Aung Thein presented
certificates to trainees through their leaders and gifts to
the course instructors.

The one-month course was attended by 57 offic-
ers. Also present were directors-general and managing
directors of department and enterprises under the minis-
try, officials, advisers and others. — MNA
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MPs call Campbell over Iraq dossi

L onpon, 20 June— Alastair Campbell, the prime minister's communications director, faced a second call from
the foreign affairs committee yesterday to give evidence over his role in the preparation of Iraqi intelligenc

dossiers.

The committee’s normally loyal
Labour MPs backed the call for the
first time after receiving further evi-
dence of the extent of Mr Campbell’s
involvement in September’s joint in-
telligence committee (JIC) dossierand
the so-called dodgy dossier published
in February by Downing Street but
allegedly based on intelligence
sources.

Mr Campbell could refuse and the
committee could appeal to the Com-
mons to vote to summon him.

In evidence yesterday, Ibrahim al-
Marashi, the former Iraqi PhD student
whose evidence was heavily plagia-
rised to form the basis of “dodgy dos-
sier”, demanded an apology from the
government and said his life and that
of his family had been endangered by
Downing Street’s “reckless use” of
his material. He said he had been
“shocked” by Downing Street’s be-
haviour.

Dr Marashi, who is a researcher at
the Centre for Nonproliferation Stud-
ies in Monterey, California, said
Downing Streethad perverted his work
to imply that Iraq was backing terror-
ist groups outside Iraq.

He said his thesis had said Iraq was
supporting foreign opposition groups.
“By changing the words, they are dis-
torting the meaning and it looks like
they [Iraq] are supporting groups like
al-Qaida.”

He said the four government staff
who put together the dossier had dis-
covered his research by using a search
engine and keying in the words “Iraq”
and “intelligence”.

“Mine was the top piece of infor-
mation that came up,” he said, add-
ing: “Thave already lost two relatives
to the Saddam regime, and any men-
tion connecting me and the UK, and
the case for going to war could have
disastrous effects on my family back
home.

“Given that I think the least they
owe me is an apology.”

He said 90% of the dossier praised
by Tony Blair in the Commons and
hailed by the US secretary of state,
Colin Powell, at the UN had come
from three published articles, each of
which relied on open sources.

Andrew Gilligan, the defence cor-
respondent for Radio 4’s Today pro-
gramme, claimed that a senior intelli-

gence officer responsible for the Sep-
tember file blamed Mr Campbell for
transforming the JIC document.

Gilligan was questioned by MPs who
pointed out that his allegations im-
pugned the integrity of the JIC chair-
man, John Scarlett, and implied that the
foreign secretary, Jack Straw, was ly-
ing to parliament.

Sir John Stanley said: “What you are
saying is the JIC and its chairman,
under improper pressure from Down-
ing Street, sexes up their original as-
sessment at the last moment and intro-
duces material which, according to your
source, is unreliable. You are saying
that the whole of the JIC connives in the
embellishment of a JIC assessment for
political purposes.”

Gilligan insisted that his source was
a mainstream intelligence figure.

Conservatives on the committee plan
to question Mr Straw next Tuesday as
to whether Downing Street officials
had asked for the insertion of the claim
that Iraq could deploy its alleged weap-
ons of mass destruction in 45 minutes,
and whether any complaint had been
made to the JIC by MI6 officers.

Internet

Russia not to send

Mortar hits coalition

A member (bottom right) of the Combined Weapons
Effectiveness Assessment Team assesses the impact point
of a precision-guided 5,000-pound bomb through the
dome of one of Saddam Hussein’s key regime buildings
in downtown Irag, in this photo taken on 16 June, 2003.
The impact point is one of up to 500 the team will assess

peacekeepers to Iraq,
Afghanistan

Moscow, 20 June— Russian Defence Minister Serge
Ivanov on Wednesday ruled out the possibility of Rus-
sian troops’ participation in peacekeeping operations|
in Irag and Afghanistan, Russian news agencies re
ported.

“Even having a vivid imagination, I cannot imagine our
military performing peacekeeping functionsinIraq,” Ivanov
was quoted as saying, adding that Russia will not send a
peacekeeping contingent to Afghanistan. “Russia sends its
peacekeepers only when the UN gives an appropriate man-
date,” he noted. However, the Defence Minister stressed
Russia’s intention to establish new military bases abroad.

“We have plans to create new military bases abroad,
including in Kyrgyzstan,” he said. “This is above all aimed
at ensuring our national security interests.”

Russian troops are now stationed in all the member
countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS),
the former Sovietrepublics. Commenting on Russian peace-
keeping troops’ withdrawal from the Balkans, Ivanov said it
did not mean that Moscow lost its interest in the region.

MNA/Xinhua

office in Irag

in coming weeks— INTERNET

BacHpaD, 20 June — A mortar shell hit a coalition
office in the city of Samarra north of Baghdad, killing
ione Iraqi and injuring 12, a US military statement said

Thursday.
The 82 mm mortar round
~crashed into the Civil
Military Operations Centre,
an office that coordinates
military and civilian hu-
manitarian aid, on Wednes-
day.

US soldiers said they con-
tacted local police after hear-
ing three explosions. Police
arrived at the scene and
found the dead and
wounded, the statement said.

“Soldiers were unable to
respond or find the perpe-
trators,” said the statement,
from US Central Command.

“This is one of numerous
incidents recently where

Belgium gets

war

crimes cases against
Bush, Blair

Iraqi resistors have attacked
coalition forces or Coalition
Provisional Authority loca-
tions and injured or killed
Iraqi citizens,” it said.

The statement said that
no US forces were injured in
the attack and that the inci-
dentwas underinvestigation.
It was the third known mor-
tar attack on coalition facili-
ties since major combat was
officially declared over on 1
May.

Iraqis have been stepping
up their attacks on US forces
in recent weeks. Authorities
have blamed members of
Saddam Hussein’s ousted
Baath Party, ex-army sol-
diers, non-Iraqi “holy warri-
ors” and Sunni Muslim radi-
cals for the surge in violence.

Internet

Iran, Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan sign
transportation
agreement

TeHERAN, 20 June— Iran, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan
on Wednesday signed a memorandum of understanding
on an international transport route among the three
countries, the officialIRNA news agency reported.

Under the agreement, signed by Iranian President
Mohammad Khatami and his Afghan and Uzbek counter-
parts Hamid Karzai and Islam Karimov, Iran would be
connected to Central Asian countries through Afghani-
stan. The deal also provides Central Asian countries with
access to Europe and international waters through Iran and
Afghanistan.

The three countries also agreed to set up a joint coordinat-
ing council to implement the agreement, which IRNAsaid
would “open a new chapter in tripartite cooperation among
Teheran, Kabul and Tashkent in transportation and expan-
sion of communication routes”.

Transit routes linking the three countries would help
promote economic development, stability and security of
the regional states, the report said. — MNA/Xinhua

BrusseLs 20 June — Belgium said on Thursday it had received lawsuits against
US President George W Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair under a controver-

sial war crimes law.

But it said it had forwarded the cases to
the defendants’ countries, reducing their
chances of reaching a court. Belgium has
come under harsh criticism especially from
the United States for the law, whichempowers
its courts to try foreigners for serious war and
human rights crimes no matter where they
were committed.

Inanefforttodiscourage so-called “propa-
ganda” cases, it reformed the law to allow a
lawsuit to be sent to a defendant’s country if
that country were democratic with a legal
system that could handle it properly. One

Iraq war, a Belg

lawsuit accused Bush, Blair, US Secretary of
State Colin Powell, US Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld and US General Tommy
Franks of crimes againsthumanity in the recent

ium Justice Ministry statement

said. A second lawsuit was against Powell, also
regarding the Iraq war.

A third was against Bush, Rumsfeld, US
Attorney General John Ashcroft, US national
security adviser Condoleezza Rice and Deputy
Defence Secretary Paul Wolfowitz for crimes
against humanity in Afghanistan and Iraq.
MNA/Reuters|

General Abizaid

nominated to head US

Central Command

WasHINGTON, 20 June— President George VBush has nominated Army Lieutenant-
General John Abizaid, an Arabic speaker and scholar, to succeed retiring General
Tommy Franks as head of the US Central Command, the Pentagon said on Wednesday

Abizaid would follow the man who
planned and directed the US-led invasions
of Iraq and Afghanistan and become head
of American military operations in the Mid-
dle East. His command area would include

the Gulf and Afghanistan.

Bush’s nomination of Abizaid, who is of

Lebanese descent and is currently Franks’
deputy, had been widely expected. The pro-
motion to four-star general and succession
require approval by the US Senate.
Abizaid is a 30-year Army veteran and
graduate of the US Military Academy.
MNA/Reuters
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Iraqgis to die on the battlefield.

There was no dilemma
whenitcameto shooting peo-
ple who were not in uniform,
I just pulled the trigger... If
they were there, they were
enemy, whether in uniform
or not. Some were, some
weren’t,” Specialist Corpo-
ral Michael Richardson
told the British Evening
Standardnewspaper.

Richardson, 22, serves
with the 3/15th US Infantry
Division in Fallujah, 50kilo-
metres (30 miles) west of

Baghdad.

“When there were civil-
ians there, we did the mis-
sion that had to be done.
When they were there, they
were at the wrong spot, so
they were considered en-
emy,” said Anthony Castillo,
who is also in Richardson’s
company.

Referring toabattle south
of Baghdad, without giving
the exact date, the soldiers
said that 70 percent of the
400 combattants on the Iraqi

side were dressed in civilian
clothes. According to Ser-
geantJohn Meadows, 34, the
US army distributed leaflets
in the days leading up to the
action telling civilians to
avoid the area. “So basically
anyone who was there was a
combatant,” Meadows said
before adding that US troops
killed women and injured on
the ground.

“The worst thing is to
shoot one of them, then go

didn’t want any prisoners of
war. You hate them so bad
while you’re fighting and
you’re so terrified, you can’t
really convey the feeling but
youdon’twantthemtolive,”
Richardson said.

The soldiers told The
Evening Standartow they
killed civilians in their cars
because they were afraid that
they might be attacked.

“When they use white
flags we were told to stop
them at 400 metres out and

help him,” he said. “You

then strip them down naked,
then bring them through.
Most obeyed the order,”
Meadows said. We knew
about others who had prob-
lems with (Iraqis) carrying
white flags and then open-
ing up on our guys... Then
they’d use cars to try and
drive at us. They were men,
women and children. That
day, weshotupalotofcars,”
Meadows said. “Atnight you
think about all the people
you killed. It just never gets
off your head, none of this
stuff does. There’s no chance
to forget it. We’re still here,
we have been here so long.
Mostpeople leave after com-
bat but we haven’t,”
Richardson said.

po3, “They’'ve already seen

Two US Army soldiers frisk an Iragi man during a patrol in Baghdad on 18 June, 2003
A US soldier died after being shot in the back by a sniper while on patrol in the la

streets of Baghdad, the last in a series of deadly ambushes that have plagued US

trying to police Irag—INTERNET

| 8§%chiatrists and the chain of
S and has got letters back
saylng ‘these men need to be
taken out of this situation’.

Turkey, Russia put off gas
negotiation to next week

ANKARA, 20 June—Talks
on gas purchase between Tur-
key and Russia have been
postponed to next week,
Turkish Minister of Energy
and Natural Resources Hilmi

Guler said here Tuesday.

Guler made the remarks
after holding negotiations
with the Russian firm of
Gazprom concerning the
Blue Stream Project.

The two sides decided to
continue the negotiations in
Turkey next week, Guler
said, adding that the major
problem is a pricing dis-
pute.—MNA/Xinhua

But nothing happened,”
Meadows said.—Internet

« American soldier

Lonpon, 20 June —American combattants in Iraq shot people in civilian clothes, killed the wounded and lg

killed in attack
in Iraq

BacHbaD, 20 June—An American soldier was killed
and two others injured today when a rocket propelled
grenade was fired at a US military ambulance in Iraq.

It was the third attack on American personnel or their
offices in the last 24 hours — and an indication of a spiralling
series of attacks and counter—attacks in the occupation of
Iraq. The ambulance was transporting a wounded soldier to
a medical facility when it was hit at noon in Iskandariyah,
about 20 miles south of Baghdad. The injured soldier who
was being transported was not the one killed, said Captain
John Morgan, a US military spokesman in Baghdad. The
dead and wounded were members of a US army medical
brigade.

The military announced that a mortar shell exploded
outside a coalition—run humanitarian aid office in Samarra,
north of Baghdad, killing an Iraqi bystander and wounding 12
others. No US forces were hurt in that attack. Also today
ambushers fired a rocket—propelled grenade that struck a US
tank in Samarra. A second tank fired at the attackers, killing
one and wounding another. There were no American casual-
ties. In another attack in west Baghdad, an Army truck was hit
by what witnesses said was a rocket-propelled grenade. The
torn—apart truck sat burning on the edge of the highway.

Witnesses in the area said there were casualties, but US
military police at the scene said the vehicle had earlier broken
down and was set on fire after it was left alone while soldiers
prepared to remove it. Meanwhile, scores of angry mourners
fired Kalashnikov assault rifles into the air and shouted
curses at the United States during a procession for two Iraqis
who were shot dead by US troops at a protest by disgruntled
former army officers.

Shouting “Death to Bush!” and “Revenge,” mourners
marched with the body of 32—year—old former army officer
Tareq Hussein Mohammed, killed by US troops, from his
house in northern Baghdad to a mosque. Mohammed was one
of two men shot outside the gate of the coalition headquarters
in Baghdad during yesterday’s demonstration of ex—soldiers
demanding their salaries.—Internet

Blix amazed US hoped
to find WMDs in Iraqg

NEw York, 20 June— Chief UN weapons inspector for Irag, Hans Blix, said in an
interview that he was amazed Washington and London expected to find large quantities
of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq after UN inspectors were unable to find any.

NY suspects $15m
stolen from ATMs after
September attacks

NEw York, 20 June —Investigators suspect more than 15 million US dollars w:
stolen from automated teller machines that malfunctioned after the September 1

2001 attacks on New York, officials said on Wednesday.

Up to 118 people have been arrested or
are being sought on suspicion of using the
machines, which are run by a credit union for
city employees, Manhattan’s top prosecutor
Robert Morgenthau said at a news briefing.

The money was allegedly stolen in cash
and by credit card when the Municipal Credit
Union’s machines were damaged in the col-
lapse of the twin towers of the World Trade
Centre after the hijacked plane attacks.

The machines lost the computer link with
the New York Cash Exchange that adminis-
ters bank-to-bank transactions, including
automated withdrawals, Morgenthau ex-
plained. The exchange was unable to check
the credit union’s account balances to make

cided “not to shut down its entire ATM
operation because of the hardship it might
impose on members, particularly those af-
fected by the tragedy. Unfortunately, alotof
people took advantage”.

Of the 118 people, Morgenthau said 74
were arrested and charged with grand larceny
on Wednesday, and44 others were being sought
by police. Those charged so far are accused of
stealing atotal of 730,518.68 US dollars but the
probe continues into as many as 4,187 other
people and the theft of 15 million US dollars, he
said. One worker made 25 withdrawals, collect-
ing $5,899 from 13 September to 31 October,
2001, — yet his highest balance before the
attacks wasonly 7.33 US dollars. Another worker

“What surprises me, what amazes me, is
thatit seems the military people were expect-
ing to stumble on large quantities of gas,
chemical weapons and biological weapons,”
Blix said in an interview with the New York
Timespublished Thursday.

“I'don’t see how they could have come to

such an attitude if they had, at any time,
studied” existing reports by UN inspectors, he
said. Is the United Nations on a different
planet? Are reports from here totally unread
south of the Hudson?” Blix asked, in refer-
ence to theriver that flows through New York,
where UN headquarters is based.—Internet
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A man points at a soldier of the US 1st Armoured Division after a demonstration by former
Iragi soldiers turned violent outside the American heaquarters in Baghdad, Iraq on 18 June,
2003. Two demonstrators died when the US soldiers fired on the rock throwing protest.

INTERNET

whose balance before the attacks was 111 US
dollars is charged with stealing 7,336.50 US
dollars.— MNA/Reuters

sure there was enough to money to cover a
member’s ability to make withdrawals.
Morgenthau said the credit union de-
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duties in Iraq

frustrate some US soldiers

BacHpAD, 20June—Facing daily assaults from a well-armed resistance, US soldiers in volatile central Iraq s3

they are growing frustrated and disillusioned with their

In conversations in a half-dozen towns across central
Iraq, soldiers complained they have been insufficiently
equipped for peacekeeping and too thinly deployed in areas
where they are under attack from fighters evidently loyal to
deposed President Saddam Hussein.

Others questioned whether the armed opposition to the
US presence in Iraq may be deeper and more organized than
military commanders have acknowledged.

“What are we getting into here?” asked a sergeant with
the US Army’s 4th Infantry Division who is stationed near
Baquba, a city northeast of Baghdad. “The war is supposed
to be over, but every day we hear of another soldier getting
killed. Is it worth it? Saddam isn’t in power anymore. The
locals want us to leave. Why are we still here?”

Thursday, a soldier from the 804th Medical Brigade was
killed when a rocket-propelled grenade struck a military
ambulance carrying a soldier wounded in another incident,
said Capt John Morgan, a military spokesman here. The
attack, about 20 miles south of Baghdad, produced the third
US fatality from hostile fire in four days. Two other soldiers
were wounded in Thursday’s ambush.

Most armed assaults on US military personnel have
occurred in an arc of towns and cities to the north and west
of Baghdad, where support for Saddam was deepest.

US forces also have mounted a huge counterinsurgency
drive in the region. South of the city, where no such coun-
terattack has been launched, has been quiet until Thursday.

The weapons used against the Americans also have been
increasing in power. In Samarra, a city north of Baghdad, US

role as postwar peacekeepers.

troops killed an Iraqi on Thursday and captured another after
they fired a rocket-propelled grenade at a tank. On Wednes-
day, three mortar shells rained on a US-run civil administra-
tion office in the city, killing an Iraqi bystander, military
spokesmen said.

Peacekeeping duty in Iraq has made soldiers particularly
vulnerable. Troops at police stations and on guard duty at
banks, electrical installations and fuel stations are frequent
targets of sniping. Soldiers have been fired on when deliv-
ering propane gas. Bystanders throw stones at them when
they are constructing soccer fields or fixing schools.

By contrast, no American has been killed during the
recent armed raids in northern and western Iraq, during
which US troops have tried to apprehend suspected Baath
Party militiamen, fighters from Saddam’s Fedayeen and
other Saddam loyalists.

After President Bush declared in May that major combat
in Iraq was finished, many soldiers assumed they would be
returning to the United States in a matter of weeks.

But withdrawal plans have been placed on hold. Not
only have military units been reassigned to street patrols,
many are still living in the same Spartan camps they pitched
two months ago, where they eat rations and sleep in dusty
tents.

Soldiers are prohibited from leaving their compounds
without a weapon, body armor and a specific mission.

Internet

Australian oppn
" leader says war
on Iraq not
justified

SvpNEY, 20 June — The war in Iraq would not have
been justified regardless of whether or not weapons of
mass destruction were found, Opposition Leader Simon
Crean said today.

United States Ambassador to Australia Tom Schieffer
told SBS TV last night the war would still have been
justified even if no such weapons existed, but Mr Crean
rejected the comment.

“First of all, the ends never justify the means. I think
that’s an important starting principle,” Mr Crean told Perth
radio 6PR. “Second, the prime minister of this country said
that the reason that we were going into this war was torid the
regime of the weapons of mass destruction.”

Mr Crean said the United Nations should have been left
to determine if there were such weapons, and he said
questions about the Howard Government’s truthfulness
now needed to be asked.

Mr Crean was speaking in Perth before welcoming
home the Australian troops who served during the war, a

conflict that centred on the pretext of eliminating such
weapons. —Internet

UN says nearly
5 million Iragis suffer
from chronic poverty

BacHpAD, 20 June — Nearly one in every fivg
Iraqis living in the southern half of the country
suffers from chronic poverty, the World Food Pro-
gramme said Thursday, warning that the situation
could worsen in the aftermath of the war.

A survey by the UN agency two months before the
fall of Baghdad to US-led forces revealed that 4.6 mil-
lion of the 22.3 million Iraqis living in the 15 southern
and central provinces had an “alarming dependency on
the monthly food rations,” said Torben Due, the WFP
representative in Iraq.

The three Iraqi Kurdish provinces that have been
out of the central government’s control since the end of
the 1991 Gulf war were excluded from the survey.

One in five Iraqis, or around 4.6 million people, suffer from chronic poverty,
according to details of a recent survey published on 19 June by the United Nati
World Food Programme-INTERNET

Korean Airlines
tobuy 5
“Airbus A380"

Paris, 20 June—Euro-
pean aircraft maker Airbus
has signed a memorandum
of understanding with South
Korean air company Korean
Air on fixed orders for five
A380-800ets and an option
to buy three more planes,
Airbus announced Wednes-
day.

A definitive signing
of the contract is expected
next month and the deliv-
ery will start in 2007 said
and Airbus spokesman at
the 45th Paris Air Show
feld at Le Bourget airfield
near Paris.

MNA/Xinhua

“About 13 years of stringent economic sanctions,
three wars in two decades and failing economic poli-
cies have impoverished a majority of the Iragi people
and reduced them to relying heavily on free food hand-
outs,” the agency statement said.

More than half of Iraqis were totally dependent
for their survival on food rations distributed under the
oil-for-food programme, the agency said. — Internet

Thai temple candid

Mahathir accuses West of
‘attacking Muslim countries’

SiNneaPorE, 20 June—Mahathir Mohamad, Malaysia’s veteran prime minister, yesterday warned his ruling
party that any upsurge of political infighting following his retirement in October could spell disaster for the country

and bolster support for Islamic extremists.

camera to spy on
dumping of pets

BaNGkoOK, 20 June —
Thailand’s most revered
Buddhist templeisinstalling
closed circuittelevision cam-
erasinabid to stop the dump-
ing of pets, a local newspa-
per reported on Thursday.

Officials at the 219-
year-old Temple of the Em-
erald Buddha in Bangkok
have set up the cameras hop-
ing to catch a growing
number of people dumping
unwanted cats and dogs

which are leaving droppings
in areas where thousands of
worshippers kneel and pray.

“Offenders captured on
camera will be banned from
our compound,” temple
worker Thirarat Chandra-
songkham told the daily.

Buddhists revere all life
and shady temples through-
out tropical Thailand are
traditional sanctuaries for
stray cats and dogs.

MNA/Reuters

“The traitor within is far more danger-
ous than the declared enemy,” Dr Mahathir
said, opening the annual assembly of the
United Malays National Organization
(UMNO) for the last time.

A fierce critic of the US-led war against
Iraq, Dr Mahathir also accused “Anglo-
Saxon Europeans” - including Americans,
Australians, and New Zealanders - of us-
ing the September 11 attacks on the US as
a pretext to return to their “violent old
ways” by attacking Islamic nations.

“Their strategy to fight terrorism is
through attacking Muslim countries and
Muslims, whether they are guilty or not,”
Dr Mahathir said.

“By making all kinds of baseless accu-
sations they launched attacks against Mus-
lim countries, using their weapons of mass

destruction, killing civilians and destroying
the towns.”

His rhetoric unsettled the Kuala Lumpur
Stock Exchange, although the market later
recovered to close 0.3 per cent lower.

The looming departure of Dr Mahathir,
who has dominated Malaysian politics
for 23 years, is triggering the biggest
leadership shake-up in decades for the rul-
ing National Front coalition headed by
UMNO.

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, the deputy
prime minister, has already been selected
by Dr Mabhathir as his successor.

But intense jockeying has started within
the faction-ridden UMNO to determine who
will be selected as the new deputy prime
minister and Mr Abdullah’s likely heir.

Internet

In his opening remarks at
the general assembly of
UMNO on Thursday,
Dr Mahathir said the
United States-led terror
fight has become an excuse
for Western countries to try
to dominate the world.
INTERNET
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US analysts say
Saddam likely alive

WasHingToN, 20 June —US intelligence analysts now think Saddam Hussein |s
much more likely to be alive than dead, a view strengthened in recent weeks
intercepted communications between fugitive members of the Saddam Fedaye)
and the Iraqgi intelligence service, according to US government officials.

The officials said the recently obtained
intelligence had reintensified the search for
Saddam and his sons, Odai and Qusai. The
search is being led by Task Force 20, a
secret military organization that includes
members of the Army’s highly specialized
Delta Force and of the Navy’s elite
counterterrorism squads, with support from
the CIA.

The intercepted communications between
some of Saddam’s supporters have included
credible discussions indicating that the
former Iraqi president is alive and must be
protected, two Defence Department officials
said. Military officials indicated Thursday
night that new operations in the hunt for
him were under way.

If Saddam is alive, the prevailing view
among intelligence analysts is that he is
still in Iraq. These officials said they sus-
pect that he would feel safer seeking ref-
uge among his supporters in familiar sur-
roundings, rather than risk fleeing to an-
other country, where he could be at greater
risk of discovery by US intelligence.

Beyond the intelligence officials, aides
to President Bush have begun to express
less certainty about the question, saying they
do not know whether Saddam is dead or
alive. They include those aides who in the
immediate aftermath of the war said
Saddam was probably dead. Increasingly,
other officials in the United States and
Britain have said publicly that Saddam
probably survived the war. Gen Richard
Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, said on Fox NewSChannel last week-
end that “probably the majority opinion is
that he is alive.”

The British defense secretary, Geoff
Hoon, said in Australia this week that “my
judgment and the judgment of the coalition

remains that he is almost certainly still in
Iraq.”
Saddam a factor in unrest

Saddam’s fate is a factor in the civil
unrest still breaking out in Iraq, endanger-
ing US soldiers, some administrators say,
as Saddam supporters try to organize a con-
tinued resistance. On Monday, the arrest
of Saddam’s closest confidant, Abid Hamid
Mahmud, who was No 4 on a US most-
wanted list, raised some hope of obtaining
more conclusive information about the
former Iraqi leader, on the presumption that
Mahmud was more likely to have detailed
knowledge about what happened to him
than almost anyone else in the former gov-
ernment. At the same time, US officials’
optimism about Mahmud’s capture, near
Saddam’s stronghold of Tikrit, has been
mixed with disappointment that he was not
found to have been hiding with the former
president, as some intelligence analysts
had suspected.

Mahmud’s success in eluding capture for
nearly two months in a country occupied
by nearly 150,000 US soldiers underscored
what intelligence officials said was the re-

by
en

Rising US death toll in
Iraq spurs concern

WasHingToN, 20 June — Inside the Bush administration, where top officials

resolutely emphasize postwar progress in Iraq while playing down the setbacks, the

rising American death toll and the increasing number of attacks on US troops are

causing increasing worry.

The death of a US sol-
dier yesterday near Baghdad
brought to nine the number
of troops killed in Iraq this
month in a string of sporadic
rocket and sniper attacks.
Fifty-four Americans have
died in accidents or military
action since President Bush
declared the war ended on 1
May, equal to more than
one-third of the 139 wartime
deaths.

Bush and his top mili-
tary and foreign policy offi-
cials define the casualties as
a necessary cost of a suc-
cessful military occupation.
They say the deaths, while
painful, are secondary to re-
cent progress on economic
and security issues. As one
said yesterday, “Are we bet-
ter off today than we were a

month ago? Yes.”

Yet senior aides and
members of Congress are
talking warily of the dangers
ahead, as well as the poten-
tial political and diplomatic
fallout, amid evidence that
Iragi renegades are deter-
mined to fight. Indeed, the
commanding general of the
US Army’s 4th Infantry Di-
vision charged this week that
anti-American forces are
paying Iragis to kill troops.

The perils are signifi-
cant. Ithas become clear that
US troops will form the ma-
jority of the international
force in Iraq for many
months. Some voices on
Capitol Hill, describing the
casualties and the extent of
the armed Iraqi opposition,
have begun to argue that the

Bush administration must
send more troops or recruit
others.

“American troops are
being killed daily. Some
American family awakens to
the news as I did this morn-
ing, to find that another
American has been killed,
and that family that day will
have its hearts broken,” Rep
Ike Skelton (Mo), the rank-
ing Democrat on the House
Armed Services Committee,
said during a Wednesday
hearing. “There are signifi-
cant hostile forces,” Sen
Chuck Hagel (R-Neb) told a
National Press Clubaudience
yesterday. “There are forces
we can’t see. There are
competitions between power
groups vying for power.”

Internet

ality that Iraq still offered many hiding
places — even for a figure of the promi-
nence of Saddam. Also contributing to the
thinking that Saddam may be alive is that
the authorities have so far failed to recover
specific physical evidence, such as his body
or DNA material, from the sites of two US
bombing raids that tried to kill him.

The uncertainty about Saddam has
complicated US efforts to stabilize Iraq.
Administration officials said that the
conviction that he may be alive appears to
be an important factor in the surge of armed
opposition against US forces in Iraq.

Internet
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Post-war death toll; Chart shows the number of US service members killed

in Iraq since 1 May. —INTERNET

GEeNEVA, 20 June — More than one million
seafarers will be fingerprinted for new identity
cards in a bid to prevent the maritime industry
being infiltrated by terrorist groups, a United
Nations agency agreed on Thursday.

The move was approved by the annual confer-
ence of the International Labour Organization (ILO),
which groups government, employer and worker
representatives from 176 states.

Since the September 11 attacks in the United
States, the multi-billion dollar maritime industry,
which transports more than 90 per cent of the
world’s trade, has been seen as vulnerable to mili-
tant infiltration. The United States, one of the
driving forces behind the new ID cards, is particu-
larly worried some nuclear or biological device, or
“dirty bomb”, could be smuggled into the country
through one of its ports.

“9/11 was an obvious kick, but everyone under-
stood that we all had an interest in dealing with this.
Ensuring security, trade and workers’ rights is
important for everybody,” ILO Director General
Juan Somavia told a news conference.

Under a fast-track entry scheme, the convention
should come into force six months after the first
two countries ratify it.

The seafarer’s state of nationality will issue
the card but the question of who pays for the
technology was left open. — MNA/Reuters

UN
agrees

US forces restrain an angry woman after she lost her temper while waiting to change her
new 10,000 Iraqgi dinar notes into smaller ones at a bank in Baghdad, Iraq on 19 June 2003.

Iragis, worried about fake 10,000 dinars trooped to banks in Baghdad to change into 25! f
dinar bills, the more popular denomination in the markdirerNeT S ea ar er

Typhoon Soudelor douses
southern Japan

Tokyo, 20 June — Typhoon Soudelor, which pounded the Philippines and brought heavy
rain to Taiwan, headed north on Wednesday, causing high winds and rain in southern Japan.

Soudelor lashed the northern Philippines for four days, killing at least nine people, and
has been upgraded to a typhoon from tropical storm.

Japan’s Meteorological Agency said that as of 8.00 pm (1100 GMT), Soudelor was
about 200 kilometres (125 miles) northwest of Kumejima, an island 90 kilometres west of
southern Okinawa, which is home to about half the US military presence in the country.

Packing winds of up to 144 kilometres per hour, the typhoon was heading north-northeast
at a speed of 35 kilometres per hour, it said.

The typhoon was expected to head towards Japan’s southernmost main island of Kyushu
and then move along Japan’s western coast on Thursday, the agency said. — MNA/Reuters

ID cards
I
anti-terror
move
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‘Washington

American strategy

Attacks on US troops prove

was warned’

not been success

Lonpon, 20 June —The following are excerpts from Western and Middle East newspaper comments on

attacks on US troops in Iraq. —Ed.

The Guardian

Analysis, 18 June

“In retrospect, the strange capitulation of Baghdad -
where large Iraqi formations simply melted away - appears
to have been calculated to some degree. In Afghanistan, the
Taliban forces were not defeated in the cities. They declined
combat, withdrawing and dispersing, then reorganising and
returning to guerrilla warfare. Saddam Hussein appears to
have taken a page from that strategy ...

“The only strategy [the US]has s to find and destroy the
command structure ... Sweeping after foot soldiers will only
upset the population; going after the generals is the key.
Therefore, the question of where Saddam, his sons and the
rest of the officials pictured on the deck of cards are is not
academic. It has become the heart of the military equation.”

Thomas Withington

Newsday, New York, 18 June

“Fifty American soldiers have been slain in Baghdad
and elsewhere since May 1, while no British troops have
died in hostile action ... British military planners argue that
modern soldiering is about being an ‘all-rounder’ - able to
destroy a tank, but also able to fix a leaking pipe in some-
one’s home ... These practices cannot be developed over-
night. More than 30 years of experience peacekeeping on the
mean streets of Belfast and other cities in Northern Ireland
has taught the British that if you want to keep the peace, you
have to win the trust ...

“Despite their firepower, and their superb training, US
troops bring slightly less experience in the delicate craft of
peacekeeping. The Vietnam legacy and the 1993 ‘Black
Hawk Down’ episode in Somalia have caused the American
army to become understandably more cautious about leav-
ing their vehicles and body armour at the barracks ...
[However], there is a more pressing problem. At present,
despite the incremental rebuilding of the Iraqi police force,
there are simply not enough troops on the ground to increase
security.”

Thomas L Friedman

New York Times, 18 June

“The war ended too soon. Because there was no battle
for Baghdad, Fallujah, Tikrit and the other Sunni strong-

holds that were the base of Saddam’s power, many elements
of Saddam’s regime and two divisions of Republican Guards
just melted into the woodwork - instead of being killed or
captured ...

“If I were President George Bush ... and my political life
depended on Iraq being a success, I would already be
worrying. I would have doubled the number of US troops
there and be throwing so much food and investment into Iraq
that people there would think they had won the jackpot. Why
the president is not doing that beats me, and it could end up
beating him.”

Arab News

Editorial, Saudi Arabia, 19 June

“Washington was warned again and again by its friends
that it had to plan the peace every bit as meticulously as it
planned the preceding war. Itis now patently evident that the
Americans did no such thing. They expected to be loved and
have flowers pushed into the barrels of their guns, not rocks
hurled at their heads. Through a profound lack of under-
standing of the complexities and subtleties of Iraq and its
history, they have miscalculated and do not know what to do
next. “The initiative may already have slipped irretrievably
from their grasp. All they have left is their big guns, the
growing enmity of the Iraqis and arising casualty list. Ahead
lie failure and humiliation for Washington and perhaps an
even greater tragedy for the Iraqi people.”

Gulf News

Editorial, United Arab Emirates, 19 June

“A new era seemed to be about to start, but mass arrests,
gunship operations, continuing military rule, and no in-
volvement of the Iragis at a senior level all add up to a
political alienation of the Iraqis. On top of this drift to
political disaster, there is no serious effort to address the
substantial Shia presence as a serious political force, other
than to reject them though statements by senior American
politicians that Iraq will not have a religious government.
Iraq needs civilians to help give it direction. It needs leaders
to give the people hope. It needs stability achieved through
social consensus on where the country is going. It does not
need continuing mass arrests by forces who do not know the
country.” — Internet

US shuttle launch
likely in early 2004

Cape CaNAVERAL (Florida), 20 June—NASA s likely
to launch its first space shuttle since theColumbia
tragedy in the first three months of next year and expects
toannounce a launch date in about six weeks, a top space
agency official said on Wednesday.

e That scenario would mean a one-year stand down after

the February 1 Columbiacrash, compared to a nearly three-
year wait following the 1986 Challengeraccident.

“You ask for a gut feeling? We can put this together in
the first quarter of *04,” Michael Kostelnik, NASA’s deputy
associate administrator for the shuttle and space station
programmes, told reporters.

The agency had previously targeted December for the
launch of Atlantison a flight to the International Space Station.

But a recent decision to launch the mission during
daylight limited the number of available days in that month
to just two.

“Right now, almost all the technical fixes can be done
in the December time frame,” Kostelnik said at the Kennedy
Space Center. But “there are only certain windows when
you can get a daylight launch, and they’re very small
windows, when we have to launch to be able to rendezvous
with the station.” The agency has other worries besides
those related to available launch days in December.

Among them, NASA wants to have a plan for inspect-
ing the shuttle while it is in orbit to check for damage to
critical surfaces that may have occurred at liftoff.

Such a plan might involve training astronauts to make
repairs during spacewalks while still in orbit.

Columbia’sleft wing was struck by debris that broke
off fromits fuel tank 81 seconds after liftoff on 16 January.

Although NASA passed on several opportunities to in-
spect the orbiter during its flight— decisions that will no doubt
go the other way in the future — the seven astronauts had no
way of repairing the craft even if the damage had been found.

Columbiabroke apart during reentry, killing all seven
crew members. An independent commission has investi-
gated the accident and is expected to release its final report
next month.—MNA/Reuters

Three US soldiers killed in Iraqi attack

BAGHDAD, 20 June — Al-Jazeera television said three US
soldiers had been killed in Iraq on Thursday in an attack by
gunmen, and showed pictures of a burning military vehicle.

It quoted eye witnesses in al-Doura, south of the capital
Baghdad, as saying that a US military column had been
disabled after coming under fire. It said the US military had
immediately removed the three bodies.

“Three American soldiers were killed when a military

column was attacked,” the channel quoted the eye witnesses
as saying.

It showed a smouldering vehicle surrounded by onlook-
ers. It did not show bodies and gave no further details.

There have been a series of deadly attacks in recent weeks
against US forces trying to police Iraq. The military has
blamed them on supporters of toppled president Saddam
Hussein. — MNA/Reuters
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While testifying former cabinet member Robin Cook

said Britain went to war against Iraq in March with

guestionable information on Iraqi weapons of mass
destruction —INTERNET

NITED NATIONS,

With sufficient funding now in view to

Iraq

will get a sneak preview next week of the plans being drawn up in Washington and
London and at the United Nations, officials said on Wednesday.

diplomat,

b
A relative of Tariq Hussein Mohammed shouts slogans against the US presence

as they carry his body to a mosque, Baghdad on 19 June, 2003. Hussein Mohal
was killed by US troops during a protest Wednesday by former Iraqi soldiers de
ing their three months back pay-INTERNET

address urgent humanitarian needs, UN
agencies and the United States and Britain
— the occupying powers — are preparing
to unveil on Tuesday their preliminary plans
for the second phase of postwar aid, focus-
ing on recovery and reconstruction.

While London and Washington hope to
use the proceeds from Iraqi oil sales to pay
for much of the reconstruction, the interna-
tional community will be invited to UN
Headquarters to see what they can do to help
pay for the rest.

in Iraglt will be a presentation to current and
éséfeclive donors about what’s going on in

Iraq under UN aegis, and what funding
ht be needed for the next stage of collec-

tive UN activity,” said one Security Council

Washington and London have set up a
Development Fund for Iraq, fed by oil sales,
to pay for their reconstruction work, but the
funding to be explored on Tuesday will be
treated separately for the time being. It is not
yet clear whether the United States and Brit-
ain will ask that part of that money eventu-
ally be channelled through the Development
Fund.

On stage at the New York meeting will
be officials from the UN Development Pro-
gramme and other UN agencies, the US State
and Treasury departments and the World
Bank. They will be accompanied by a group
of Iraqi civil servants representing an even-
tual Iraqi interim administration.

MNA/Reuters
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Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects ...

(from page 1)

wide and seven feet high conduit for the runway and
preparations for building the 3,250 feet long runway.

After hearing the reports, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe gave
instructions on efforts to be made for timely comple-
tion of the project.

Next, they inspected construction of the drain, 3,000
feet long and 50 feet deep, for proper flow of water

from the airport into Nathmyaw Creek.

They then viewed quarry for the construction works.
The runway of Lashio Airport was 5,250 feet long
in the past. Upon completion of the construction tasks,
the total length of the runway will be 8,500 feet long
including a new 3,250-foot-long runway. The runway
will be of concrete and the construction works will be
completed during December 2004.

Next, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and party left there by air
and arrived back here in the afternoon.— MNA

MNCWA conducts...

(from page 16)
At the town hall, a round-table discussion session was
also held. Members of Ward and Village WCWAs,
MCWAs, and social organizations, departmental offi-
cials, and local populace totalling over 400 took part
in the discussion.

On the occasion, Daw San San Myint of Paungde
Township WCWA extended greetings. Then, Dr Daw
Khin Win Shwe explained the purpose of the visit.
She said that Myanmar women have been wearing
decent dresses since time inmemorial. However, there
are those who think highly of western culture and
wear decadent dresses wantonly. It is therefore needed
to preserve the dignity of Myanmar women living by
the traditions and customs of Myanmar. As the Gov-
ernment is now building roads, bridges, dams, schools,
and hospitals, members of the MNCWA should lend
themselves to these endeavours not only for regional
development but also for the development of the
women sector. The members of the MNCWA, the
parents, and teachers are duty-bound to deter the
violence against women, she said.

VAT T ~ ﬁ A
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SARS prevention

* There is no outbreak of SARS
in Myanmar.

* Preventive measures are being
taken against the spread
of SARS from other countries.

* The people are urged to
participate in the project.

Next, Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe presented exercise
books, pencils, medicines and medical equipment, and
K 50,000 for the fund of the small loans industry
donated by the MNCWA.

Then, the excursion team held a round-table dis-
cussion session cordially with local people and ren-
dered sound advice and suggestions to find solutions

Lesson from the Soccer Match

* Coach, instructor
We did not hire from anywhere
Myanmar, simply Myanmar
Organized and competed
That's our Soccer Team.

* Instructor Myanmar
Coach also Myanmar
With Myanmar’s supervising
In unity we competed
Full of nationalist fervour
We won victory.

* Lesson from this victory
Very vivid and bright
'Tis very clear.
Strength of us Myanmar
Envisioned as within
Is shown with sports.

* No seeking foreign coach
Let alone instruction
Our nation, our land
Our fate we formulate
Let's move onward.

Shoon Mya Aung (Tr

to problems. — MNA

. .
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Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe meets with local women at the round-table discussiop:
Thayawady Township on 19-6-2003mxA

g
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Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe and party meet with local women at the hall in Paungde Township on 19-6-2003.—

S
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MPCE reviews its accomplishments

YANGON, 20 June — The
Myanma Perennial Crops
Enterprise under the Minis-
try of Agriculture and Irri-
gation reviewed its accom-
plishments for the 2002-
2003 fiscal year in conjunc-
tion with annual prize-dis-
tribution at the Myanma
Farms Enterprise at Ninth
Mile on Pyay Road here this
morning.

It was attended by
Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen
Nyunt Tin, Deputy Minis-
ter Brig-Gen Khin Maung,
Chairman of Myanmar
A(;gdemy of Agricultural,

Forestry, Livestock and
Fishery Sciences U Tin
Hlaing and members, de-
partmental heads, officials
and agricultural experts.
The minister delivered
a speech on the occasion,
saying that with the assist-
ance rendered by the gov-
ernment, the Myanma Per-
ennial Crops Enterprise has
been capable of success-
fully planting rubber, oil
palm and cashew in addi-
tion to such perennial oil
trees as Thitseint
(Terminalia Belerica) and
Macadamia after adopting
the 30-year long-term plan.

In the process, not only
departments but also entre-
preneurs extended these
tasks and so it contributes
much towards sufficiency of
edible oil and raw materi-
als. He called for constantly
doing research for boosting
production.

Then, Managing Direc-
tor of MPCE U Myint Oo
gave an account on accom-
plishments achieved in
2002-2003 financial year.

The minister, the deputy
minister and officials pre-
sented prizes to outstanding
government staff and entre-
preneurs. —MNA

Fisheries Inspectors Course

YaNGoN, 20 June—The | Insein Township here this
Fisheries Inspectors Course | morning.
No 6 of Fisheries Depart- Minister for Livestock
ment under the Ministry of | and Fisheries Brig-Gen
Livestock and Fisheries | Maung Maung Thein at-
concluded at the Institute | tended the ceremony and
of Fisheries Technology in ' made a speech on the oc-
casion.

Then, Director-General

Drlve U Than Tun of Fisheries
Department presented com-
Safely pletion certificates to the

trainees.

No 6 concludes

Altogether ten trainees
from states and divisions
attended the four-week
course.

Afterwards, the minis-
ters, accompanied by offi-
cials, inspected construc-
tion of cold storages in
West Gyogone, Insein
Township and the site cho-
sen for construction of
Myanmar Fisheries Federa-
tion’s Head Office.—MNA

Measures for

YANGON, 20 June —The
Ministry of Mines held a
meeting with mining entre-
preneurs of joint-venture
mining for boosting produc-
tion of gold, tin, tungsten
and metal at the ministry this
morning. It was attended by
Minister for Mines Brig-Gen
Ohn Myint, Deputy Minis-
ter U Myint Thein, depart-
mental heads, officials,

boosting minerals production

coordinated

guests and entrepreneurs. At
the meeting, the minister
gave instructions on exceed-
ing the targets in production
of minerals run by
entreprenears jointly engag-
ing in mining with the gov-
ernment, systematic mining
in accord with the rules and
regulations, and boosting
production of minerals in
private sector with the assist-

ance of local authorities.

Then, the managing di-
rector of No 2 Mining En-
terprise reported on targets
and production of gold and
tin in respective States and
Divisions, and entrepre-
neurs, on tasks being car-
ried out, experiences and
future tasks. Afterwards, the
minister delivered conclud-
ing remarks. — MNA

~



Lt-Gen Maung Bo...
(from page 16)

Lt-Gen Maung Bo gave instructions on regional de-
velopment and agricultural and livestock breeding under-
takings. Next, Lt-Gen Maung Bo met with officials and
other ranks and their families of the local station at the
basic education high school and gave instructions on re-
gional development.

On 19 June morning, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and party
attended tree-planting ceremony being held at Shwepyisoe
Village, Kawthoung Township. First, the Head of
Kawthoung District Forest Department reported on work
being carried out for cultivation of 1,000 teak saplings,
1,000 Pyinkado saplings and 500 mahogany saplings in
2003 monsoon season to Lt-Gen Maung Bo, who later
gave instructions. Then, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and Com-
mander Maj-Gen Tha Aye planted commemorative teak
saplings. Next, those present also planted saplings.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and the commander
proceeded to the forest department plantations in the vil-
lage and looked into pepper plantations and gave instruc-
tions to officials. Then, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and party ar-
rived at Chaungwa Land Reclamation Project for extended
paddy cultivation in Laymine Village, Kawthoung Town-
ship. At the briefing hall, officials of Thida Fisheries Co
Ltd and Taninthayi Division Myanma Agriculture Serv-
ice reported on agricultural undertakings to Lt-Gen Maung
Bo who gave necessary instructions.

After inspecting paddy cultivation there, Lt-Gen Maung
Bo fulfilled the needs.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Maung Bo met with officers and
other ranks and their families of Kawthoung Station and
Khamaukgyi Station at Bayint Naung Hall in Kawthoung
Station and gave necessary instructions.—MNA

MEB managers meet

YANGON, 20 June— The
bi-annual coordination
meeting of State/Division
Managers of Myanma Eco-
nomic Bank for 2002-2003
financial year was held at
the training hall of the bank
branch-1 on Pansodan
Street at 2 pm today, with
an address by Minister for
Finance and Revenue Maj-
Gen Hla Tun.

Also present at the
meeting were Deputy Min-
ister for Finance and Rev-
enue Brig-Gen Than Tun,
Vice-Governor of Central
Bank of Myanmar U Than
Lwin, Managing Director U
Soe Tin of Myanma Eco-
nomic Bank, departmental
heads and managers of
States and Divisions.

After the meeting, Min-
ister Maj-Gen Hla Tun, ac-
companied by Deputy Min-
ister Brig-Gen Than Tun
and officials, went to the
head office of the Customs
Department on Strand Road.
Director-General Col Khin
Maung Lin of the Customs
Department reported on
tasks on customs clearance
at Bo Aung Kyaw Wharf,
Myanma Industrial Port,
Asia World Container Yard
and Myanmar International
Terminal (Thilawa). The
minister gave necessary in-
structions.

On arrival at Myanma
Industrial Port on Strand
Road in Ahlon Township,
the minister and party in-
spected handling of the im-

port containers at the yard.
Officials conducted them
round the container yard.
Services are being given
daily without delay for the
handling of the export and
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Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe addresses weekly meeting of Yangon Division Supervisory Committee for

Ensuring Smooth and Secure TranSpertyANGON COMMAND

Measures for ensuring smooth and secure transport
coordinated

YANGON, 20 June — The work coordination meeting
of Yangon Division Supervisory Committee for Ensuring
Smooth and Secure Transport was held at the meeting
hall of Yangon Command this evening. Chairman of the
supervisory committee Chairman of Yangon Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe made a speech on the
occasion.

It was also attended by Commander of No (2) Mili-
tary Region Brig-Gen Myo Myint and military region com-
manders, station commanders, Secretary of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Kyaw Tint

guests.

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe highlighted the tasks
to be carried out by the committee members for ensuring
smooth and secure transportation for the people travelling
in Yangon and to various parts of the country.

Then, supervisory committee members reported on
measures being undertaken for ensuring timely departure
and arrival of buses, trains, ships and aeroplanes for the
convenience of passengers, registrars and officials, teach-
ers and students; and bus lines chairmen on supervision
for observance of traffic rules by conductors and drivers
of bus lines.

import containers at | and members, members of the supervisory committee, local The commander gave instructions on severe action to
Myanma Industrial Port| authorities, registrars of universities and colleges in | be taken against the offenders of traffic rules.

(MIP). —MNA Yangon, chairmen of bus lines running in Yangon and MNA
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SWRR Minister leaves for Malaysia

YANGON, 20 June — The
Myanmar delegation led by
Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
Maj-Gen Sein Htwa left
here for Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laysia by air this morning,
to attend the Conference on
Management of Natural and
Human Disasters, to be held
from 21 to 23 June.

The Myanmar delega-
tion was seen off at the
Yangon International Air-
port by Minister for Mines

Brig-Gen Ohn Myint, Min-
ister for Livestock and Fish-
eries Brig-Gen Maung
Maung Thein, Deputy Min-
ister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement U
Hlaing Win, Deputy Min-
ister for Immigration and
Population U Maung Aung,
Officer on Special Duty at
the Ministry of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettle-
ment Brig-Gen Thura Sein
Thaung, directors-general,
deputy directors-general,

directors and officials of the
Ministries of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettle-
ment and Immigration and
Population, Charge
d’Affaires ai Mr Rustam
Bin Yahaya of Malaysian
Embassy and families.
The delegation com-
prises Deputy Directors U
Maung Maung Khin of the
Relief and Resettlement
Department and U Myint
Thein of the Social Welfare
Department. — MNA

roads, bridges in Kachin State

YANGoON, 20 June— Minister for Construction Maj-
Gen Saw Tun, accompanied by Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Myint Thein and officials, inspected Myitkyina-
Sumparabum-Putao road on 18 June morning. Kachin State
Superintending Engineer U Than Nyunt Win and officials
reported on progress in construction works being carried
out in open season. The minister and party inspected plac-
ing of the gravel layer on Namti-Tanai Road being con-
structed by Special Road Construction Group-6 and
Lweliyan Bridge being built by Special Bridge Construc-
tion Group-15. Officials reported on progress of Lweliyan
Bridge and of Myitkyina-Namti-Tanai Road. The minis-
ter gave instructions on supervision for meeting set stand-
ard. At the construction site of Dunban Bridge on Namti-
Tanai Road, Deputy Superintending Engineer U Soe Thet

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.

reported on facts about the bridge and construction
works. Yesterday morning, the minister inspected tasks being
carried out for durability of 360 feet long Khalayan bailey
bridge on Myitkyina-Bhamo Road. Officials reported on
construction of Myitkyina-Bhamo Road in open season
and rebuilding of Khalayan bridge. The minister gave in-
structions on reports to be submitted to the head office for
construction of the permanent concrete Khalayan bridge.

MNA
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The Ayeyawady as proof — 2

UzZagw —

In the past, paddy was cultivated once a year in
Ayeyawady Division, which has good potentials for
progress. Generally, sown acreage then was between 3.1
million acres and 3.2 million acres. At present, monsoon
paddy sown acreage has increased. In 1997-98, the sown
acreage was 3.229 million acres, in 2000-2001 3.369
million acres, and in 2001-2002 3.372 million acres. In
2002-2003, monsoon paddy sown acreage in the division
reached 3.375 million acres. This is over 25 per cent of
the total monsoon paddy sown acreage of the natio

With the encouragement of the government,
summer paddy cultivation has been extended in the whole
nation since 1992-93 to increase the sown acreage. The
division put 1.277 million acres of land under summer
paddy in 1997-98, 1.619 million acres in 2000-2001, 1.625
million acres in 2001-2002. The division is cultivating
over 50 per cent of the total summer paddy sow
acreage of the nation.

Thus, the total monsoon and summer paddy sown
acreage has reached over 4.9 million acres from over 3.3
million acres. Increase in the summer paddy cultivation
has led to increase in the income of the farmers and
contributing much to boosting the paddy production of
the entire nation. Moreover, the division can stand firmly
as the rice bowl of the nation. Increase of 1.6 million
acres of paddy can be said a significant success on {|
division’s agriculture.

Paddy sown acreage of Ayeyawady Division

n

n

Year acres (in_million)
1980-81 3.343
1985-86 3.243
1993-94 4.352
1994-95 4.660
1995-96 4.891
2000-01 4.988
2001-02 4.997

Above-stated table shows the success in extending
paddy cultivation in the division. Average per acre yield
in the division was about 65 baskets in 1997-98; 70.84
baskets in 2001-2002; and 73 baskets in 2002-2003.
Similarly, the nation’s total paddy output increased to 1,070
million baskets in 2002-2003 from 803 million in 1993-
94, 872 million in 1994-95, over 1,022 million in 2000-
2001, and 1,050 million in 2001-2002.

Paddy output of over 1,000 million baskets is
record in the history of Myanmar's agriculture. It is
400 million baskets more than the old output record of
680 million baskets of the previous governments. Rice is
the staple food of the nation and it has relationship with
the politics and economy of the State.

In this regard, Head of State Senior General Than
Shwe during his tour of the Ayeyawady Division on 7
June 2003 said, “Ayeyawady Division plays a vital role
in the nation’s economic sector. It is important to fully
utilize the rich natural resources of the division to
contribute more towards the national economic|
development.

“If paddy per acre yield can be increased
significantly by utilizing the ideal conditions of the
division, the nation’s paddy production will actually
increase to 1.2 billion baskets. The nation’s padd

@

nation. Thus, giving special attention to cultivation will

h&he government has been rendering assistance for the

output at present in hovering around over 1 billion
baskets. Strenuous efforts will lead to reaching the
production volume to 1.2 billion baskets.”

He gave guidance to increase the per acre yield in

People’s Desire
Oppose those relying on external elements|,
acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability
of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State
Crush all internal and external destructive
elements as the common enemy

Ayeyawady Division for the national paddy output to reach
1.2 billion baskets, assigning duties to officials to realize
the targets of other major crops. All in all, he was giving
assignments to boost agricultural production.

The division possesses the most fertile soil in the

lead to raising the crops yield.

Except from two crops — cotton and sugarcane —
of the ten major crops — paddy, long staple cotton, green
gram, pedisein, pigeon pea, groundnut, sesame, sunflower,
sugarcane and maize — of the nation the other eight can
be cultivated on commercial scale in the division.

The division has put over 1.3 million acres under
beans and pulses, over 300,000 acres under edible oil
crops, nearly 100,000 acres under maize, over 200 acres
under cotton and about 2,000 acres under sugarcane.
Efforts will be made for raising the crop yield in accord
with the guidance of the Head of State. And in doing so,

Efficient use of electricity,

Use daylight as the main source of light
Use the least possible amount of electricit)
only if there is not enough natural light
Use the least possible amount of electricit)
required in production and service enter-
prises

Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others

There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving g
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

the four methods — correct cultivation method, use of
quality strains, use of chemical and natural fertilizers,

Efficient use of fuel

and extension of sown acreage — must be adopt

division’s agricultural sector to reach one stage higher.
Thanks to the Nankathu Dam, Nankathu Diversion
Weir, Panhline Sluice Gate, Wadaw Sluice Gate and Htani
Sluice Gate, double-cropping or triple-cropping areas can
be extended. Efforts are being made for completion of the
Konchaung Dam, Ma-mya Dam, Kanyint Dam, Ngapi

Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

River Water Pumping Station and Gazungon River Water
Pumping Station. The irrigation facilities will help raise
the sown acreage of crops. In the past, it was believed
that the division, which gets much rain, did not need
irrigation facilities. But now the irrigation projects are
being implemented with a new vision to raise thg
agricultural sector one level higher.

The government has been building irrigation facilities
all over the nation including Ayeyawady Division, upper
Myanmar, lower Myanmar and the regions where rain is
less. Up to now it has built 146 irrigation facilities and 265
river water pumping stations. In one way or another, most
of the irrigation facilities have relationship with the
Ayeyawady River. They are relying on the Ayeyawady
its tributaries or the watercourses which split from the
mighty river near the end of its course. So, we can sg
that the rise in the sown acreage in Myanmar is mad
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possible thanks to the mother Ayeyawady. And becau:
of the mighty river that is depositing a large layer of
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rich soil annually, a delta which is called the Ayeyawady

Division was formed.

Because of the facts stated in the article, we can
say that the most reliable region for the nation to extend
cultivation and production of paddy, beans and pulses,
edible oil crops and jute is the Ayeyawady Division. Thus,
the division stands witness to the fact that the
agricultural sector of Myanmar will reach one more
level higher.

(Translation: TMT)

The closing ceremony of the course in prgressicct

International Trade Course concludes

Stimulant tablets seized in Mandalay
YANGON, 20 June — A combined team comprising
members of Local Intelligence Unit, Mandalay Special
Anti-Drug Squad and local police force, acting on
information, searched the house of U Di Pita of No (Gagyi-
105/106), No 2 Nawarat Street, Ward C, PyinOoLwin, on

Mid-Year Myanma Gems

Emporium to be held

YaNGoN, 20 June — The Mid-Year Myanma
Gems Emporium for the year 2003 will be held in
October. Those wishing to sell the gems at the emporium
may join Myanma Gems Enterprise for having their
gems checked and basic prices fixed from 24 June to
31 August.

Myanma Gems Enterprise cooperating with
enterprises and departments concerned is making
arrangements in accord with GT system for gems of
national entrepreneurs to be sold and exported during the
period before the holding of any emporium and contacts
can be made with Myanma Gems Enterprise. —MNA

5 May morning and seized him together with 640 stimulant
tablets bearing WY in the bedroom of his wife, Daw Khun
Shoung.

In connection with the case, action is being taken
against U Di Pita, son of U Khaung Dong and Daw Khun
Shoung, daughter of U Ba Yin Gam under Sections 15/19
(A)/21 of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
Law by PyinOoLwin Police Station. —MNA

YaNGoN, 20 June — The second batch of
Internaional Trade Course (Program 3) concluded with
the ceremony yesterday morning at the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry here.

UMECCI President U Win Myint and General
Secretary U Sein Win Hlaing made speeches and gave
away certificates to the trainees. —MNA
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U Di Pita and Daw Khun Shoung seen with seized
drugs. — MNA
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Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi presents gift of honour to

victorious footballer— mna
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Three victorious Myanmar

footballers honoured

YANGoN, 20 June — Minister for Energy Brig-
Gen Lun Thi honoured three footballers of the Minis-
try of Energy who include in U-18 Myanmar Youth
Football team, winner of the First ASEAN U-18 Foot-
ball Championship for 2003 at Yadana hall of the min-
istry on Pyay Road this evening.

Also present on the occasion were Deputy Min-
isters U Tin Tun and Brig-Gen Aung Thein and de-
partmental heads, officials, invited guests, coaches and
players.

At first, Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi made a
speech on the occasion and presented prizes of honour
to three footballers of the ministry— Zaw Htet Aung,
Naing Win and Min Min Tun. Then, on behalf of the
footballers, Zaw Htet Aung expressed his thanks.

a Later, those present were served with refresh-

ments. —MNA

FUJI XEROX ICT RELATED ITEMS INTRODUCED:
A ceremony to introduce ICT related items of Fuji
Xerox Asia Pacific Pte Ltd was held at Traders Hotel
on Sule pagoda Road, Yangon, on 20-6-2003. The
ceremony in progress— (x)
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10th ASEAN Regional
Forum ends in Phnom Pen

PHnom PenH, 20 June — The 10th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) ended here

Wednesday after issuing the Chairman’s Statement.

Participants from over 20 nations had
open and frank discussions on the current
major security issues and the war on interna-
tional terrorism.

In the statement, they committed their
countries to more effective measures of con-
fidence-building and preventive diplomacy.

They stressed that ARF, as a multilateral
consultative forum, “must play a key role for
security dialogue and cooperation in the re-
gion”.

They stressed that the ARF “must keep
pace with the times by adapting itself to the
evolving situation, develop a greater sense of
common security and build a more effective
regional security framework”

On the nuclear issue of the Korea Penin-
sular, one of the major concern of the session,
they supported the denuclearization of the
peninsularand “urged North Korea toresume
its cooperation with the International Atomic
Energy Agency and to reverse its decision to
withdraw from the Non-Proliferation Treaty”.

On Indonesia, they reaffirmed their sup-

port for its sovereignty, territorial integrity
and national unity, and recognized its efforts
to restore peace and order in Aceh.

They welcomed the peace talks between
the Sri Lanka Government and the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, and appreciated the
international support to the country in its
peace efforts.

They reaffirmed that the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty remained the cornerstone
of the pursuit of nuclear disarmament, and
stressed the importance of “promoting the
universalization of non-proliferation and dis-
armament agreements”.

They welcomed the proposal by China
on convening an ARF Security Policy Con-
ference in which high military officials would
be invited to take part, and looked forward to
the concept paper to be given to the countries.

Foreign ministers or representatives from
the ASEAN members, from over 10 regional
nations (including China), and the European
Union attended the forum.

MNA/Xinhua

The State Visits:
the milestones in history

SingaPoRE, 20 June — A well-known Singaporean
diplomat Wednesday spoke highly of the Asian values
emphasizing that the difference between Asian values
and Western values does not mean the former is inferior

Asian
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values
not
inferior
to
Western
values

to the latter.

Speaking at the 17th In-
ternational Society of the
Peforming Arts (ISPA) Con-
gress which began here
Wednesday, Singaporean
Ambassador-at-Large at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Tommy Koh made three
“provocative” message
which aroused heated dis-
cussions on Asian and West-
ern values among over 100
participants from more than
20 countries and areas.

The first message
Tommy Koh made is that
globalization of economies
and technology has notabol-
ishdifference between coun-
tries and peoples based on
their histories and their cul-
ture affirming that he neither

Francis Fukuyama’s conclu-
sion that there is no longer a
contest of idea with the end
of the Cold War nor con-
sents to US scholar Samuel
Huntington’s prediction that
future wars will be fought
along civilizational lines.

Stressing his belief in
Asian Values, Tommy Koh,
who is also Director of the
Institute of Policy Studies of
Singapore said that Asian
values are deeply rooted in
many Asian histories and
cultures just as there are val-
ues which unite the Euro-
pean family derived from the
Enlightenment and the Ren-
aissance.

He stressed that Asian
values are neither superior
nor inferior to Western val-

TRADE MARK CAUTION
SmithKline Beecham
p.l.c., a company incorpo-
rated in England and Wales,
of New Horizons Court,
Brentford, Middlesex TW8
9EP, England, is the Owner
of the following Trade Mark:-

REQUIP
Reg. No. 6225/1997
inrespect of “Pharmaceutical
and medicinal preparations
and substances.”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A.,HG.P,DBL
for SmithKline Beecham p.l.c
P.O. Box 60, Yangon.
Dated: 21 June, 2003

CORRIGENDUM
In the trademarks Cau-
tionary Notice of KaNEBO
Kasushikr KaisHa (KANEBO,
Ltp.) appearing on 28"
April, 2003, the correct
style of the registered
mark number 1V/6282/
2002 should be as
follows:-

Kanebo

agrees to American scholar

Bening, 20 June —
China is light years away
from launching Mars explo-
ration programmes at
present, but preparations for
investigating the Red Planet
will be accelerated, senior
space scientists Wednesday

were quoted as saying by
Thursday’s China  Daily
The Mars probe may be years
away even if the country’s
Moon missions are success-
ful, said Liu Zhenxing, a
member of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences,

DONT' T SMOKE

China-made HDTVs sole to US army

XIAMEN, 20 June — A
Chinese manufacturerin this
city of Fujian Province in
east China s to supply 5,000
high-definition televisions
(HDTV) to the United States
military, according to the
Xiamen Daily

Xiamen Overseas Chi-
nese Electronics Co, Ltd was

appointed a long-term sup-
plier by the Army & Air
Force Exchange Service
(AAFES), a department in
charge of purchasing for the
military in the US Govern-
ment.

According to the contract
signed between the two sides,
atotal of45,000HDTVs will

be delivered to the US mili-
tary within a year.

The AAFES has a strict
policy on the credentials of
its suppliers and at the be-
ginning of negotiations,
never countenanced purchas-
ing such hi-tech products
from Chinese manufactur-
ers.—MNA/Xinhua

Scientists say China’s Mars probe stj
‘years away”

stressing that the differences
between the two explora-
tions are greater than simi-
larities.

“We do not have a time-
table for a Mars probe pro-
gramme at the moment, but
such a project will surely
benefit from the country’s
ongoing efforts to embark
on a maiden unmanned lu-
nar mission,” said Liu.

China is not ready to
launch Moon and Mars mis-
sions simultaneously be-
cause of its national condi-
tions and scientific grounds,
said Liu, who has been en-
gaged in space research for
years.

s reaffirming that “my sim-

I [f thesis is that there are

good Asian values and good

Western values just as there

are bad Asian values and bad
Western values”.

Tommy Koh, a veteran
diplomat who was former
Singapore Ambassador to the
United States and representa-
tive to the United Nations,
hailed that Asia is rising.
“Asia is today the fastest
growing region in the world
and the region is driven by a
sense of optimism, vigour
and hope which are the hall-
marks of a rising civiliza-
tion,” he said.

He expects in 20 years
fromnow East Asia will have
acombined GDP which will
exceed those of Europe and

America. MNA/Xinhua
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China-ASEAN relations

ASEAN+10 meeting
opens in Phnom Penh develop fast

Prnom Pent, 20 June— The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) Prnom Penn, 20 June — Relations between China and ASEAN have developed
and its 10 dialogue partners began their meeting (ASEAN+10) here Thursdayquickly in the past 10-plus years, said Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing on

morning.

During the one-day meeting, foreign
ministers or representatives of 10 ASEAN
members and its dialogue partners will
have closed sessions to discuss security,
economic cooperation, trade, and other
related socio-economic issues collectively.

They are expected also to talk about a
wide-ranging international, political and
security issues, particularly the evolving
concept of security since the September 11
terrorist attacks so as to achieve greater
sense of common security and building up
more effective security framework.

ASEAN+10 meeting, part of Post Min-
isterial Conferences (PMC), followed the

ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) that was
convened by ASEAN members, 10
dialoguers, Papua New Guinea, Mongolia,
North Korea plus European Union Wednes-
day.

The 10 dialogue partners of ASEAN
include Australia, Canada, China, European
Union, India, Japan, New Zealand, Russia,
South Korea and the United States.

After the closed sessions, ASEAN mem-
bers will go into separate sessions with each
of the dialoguers (10+1) to examine specific
issues existing between them in detail
before PMC ends Thursday afternoon.

MNA/Xinhua

During these years, the relations
have developed from conducting all-round
dialogue to establishing partnership of good-
neighbourliness and mutual trust, he added.

Political mutual trust and economic trans-
action between the two sides have become
stronger daily, and cooperation fruitful daily,
he said.

In 2002, China and ASEAN signed three
important documents on comprehensive
economic cooperation, security coopera-
tion and conduct in South China Sea to
officially start negotiations on free trade
area and reach common understanding in

Thursday at the ASEAN+China meeting (10+1).

maintaining peace in the region, he said.

Last April, leaders of ASEAN and China
held special meeting to combat SARS, he
added, stressing all these show the benefit of
mutual cooperation while contributing stra-
tegically toregional and world peace, stabil-
ity and development.

He stressed that China is willing to
work together with ASEAN to further coop-
erate in the political, economic and security
areas. Earlier, Li also made a courtesy call
on Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen
before attending the ASEAN+10 meeting.

MNA/Xinhua
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Bangladesh,
Indonesia
sign three
documents

DHakA, 20 June — Bang-
ladesh and Indonesia on
Thursday signed two memo-
randums of understanding
(MoU) and one agreement
to further bolster trade and
commerce between the two
countries, reported the offi-
cial Bangladesh New
Agency

A Chinese security guard stands outside a job market which was reopened folloing B¢ three documents
six-week closure due to SARS in Beijing on 18 June, 2003. The SARS outbreak cau
damage to tourism in Asia than the war in Iraq or the bombings in Bali but a top industdydakarta immediately af-
official sees arebound by year end as the US and European economies-+dcoreyer

saerpsigned between Dhaka

ter official talks held be-

China wants
nuclear-weapon-free
Korean Peninsula

Prnom Pend, 20 June — Chinawants the Korean Peninsula to be free of nuclear weapol
and enjoy peace, stability and prosperity, Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing said her

Thursday.

tween Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia and visiting Indonesian
President Megawati
Soekarnoputri at the Inter-
national Conference Centre
here.
The documents include
an agreement on avoidance
f double taxation and an
?%’[OU on the counter trade
| agreements between the two
countries. Another MoU on

Marine

The arrest came after the
United States promised early
in the day at a meeting of the
Japan-US Joint Committee
in Tokyo to deliver the sus-
pectto Japanese custody, ac-

scording to Kyoda Jose
Torres, 21, allegedly beatand
raped a 19-year-old Japa-
nese woman in the town of
Kin, Okinawa Prefecture, on
May 25 after they met at a
restaurant.

According to the Japan-
US Status of Forces
Agreement (SOFA), Torres
would not be shifted to the
Japanese police before

US hands over

In rape

case to Japan

Tokvo, 20 June—Japan’s Okinawa police on Wednes-
day arrested a US Marine suspected of beating and
raping a Japanese woman.

indictment.

Japanese top officials, in-
cluding Foreign Minister
Yoriko Kawaguchi and
Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yasuo Fukuda, had urged a
swift handover over the past
two days.

Japan’s Naha District
Court issued an arrest war-
rant Monday The two gov-
ernments also agreed
Wednesday that a US Gov-
ernment delegation will visit
Japan within two weeks to
discuss procedures for the
trial, Kyodosaid.

MNA/Xinhua

Li made the remarks when
answering questions in a joint
Press conference of the
ASEAN Post Ministerial Con-
ferences. He said China has
worked very hard with the in-
ternational community to help
realizing the enduring peace of
the KoreanPeninsula. Wethink
the best way to this goal is
dialogue,” said Li, adding that

the recent Beijing talks among
China, North Korea and the
United Statestodeal withNorth
Koreanuclearissue wasagood
start, hoping this kind of talks
would continue.

Ibelieve thatif all the parties
concerned have the sincerity,
determination and confidence
to keep the dialogue going for-
ward, we can finally have a

peaceful solution,” he said.
The Chinese Foreign Minister
also said that the developing
ASEAN has been playing a
more and more important role
in maintaining the regional se-
curity and development, and
China is determined to work
for a long-term cooperation
with the ASEAN.
MNA/Xinhua

establishment of a joint
business council for the two
countries was signed by the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry and Indonesian
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry to enhance trade
through the two business
bodies.— MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam to turn Central
Highlands into production region

Hanol, 20 June — Vietnam has mapped out a plan to turn the country’s Central Highlands into a regio
specializing in export-oriented production, aiming an export value of around 1.2 billion US dollars in 2010, loc
media reported Thursday.

To this end, heavy investment will be poured into ex-
panding the growth of industrial crops, the report said,
adding that rubber acreage will be enlarged by 2005 to
120,000 hectares; cashew 31,000 hectares; cotton 25,000
hectares; and tea, 23,000 hectares by 2005.

Top priority will be given to cotton, one of the major hard
currency earners of the region. Cotton acreage will be
developed to 50,000 hectares in Dac Lac Province of the

Central Highlands in the next seven years.

Further efforts will be made to boost large-scale and
high quality livestock breeding.

The Vietnamese Government will also invest capital to
build medium- and small-size irrigation works in the region
to help farmers, especially ethnic minority people living in
far-flung areas, settle down for sedentary farming.

MNA/Xinhua

The FBI found one of the three missing Oscars stolen three

years ago, during a drug investigation last Thursday. The

statuette foundin Miami, on 13 June, 2003, has been verified

by the Motion Picture Arts & Sciences as one of the 55 stolen

in March 2000, while they were being shipped from Chicago
to Los AngelegnFerNET
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Beckham apologizes for
creating media frenzy

Tokyo, 20 June — David Beckham
apologized to his new Real Madrid
teammates for creating a media frenzy in the
Spanish title run-in and said he had been
promised his switch from Manchester United
would not affect his England career.

“Tojoin amassive club like Real Madrid
isadream,” the England captain told report-
ers on Thursday.

“Iwantto apologize to the (Real) players
because all this is not caused by me. I don’t
want to distract them... they’re fighting to
win the league and I didn’t want to upset
that.”

Beckham agreed to join Real from Man-
chester United on Tuesday in a deal worth
up to 35 million euros (41 million US dol-
lars). Beckham said he would have had
second thoughts if his move had put his
England place at risk.

“I'wouldn’thave done itif it would have
affected my England career,” said the 28-
year-old, on a promotional tour in Japan
with pop-star wife Victoria.

“I'have spoken to Mr. (England manager
Sven-Goran) Eriksson about it all because [
think he’s an important part of my career

and... he just said to me ‘Whatever you do,
it doesn’t matter what club you play for, it
doesn’t affect you being England captain.”

Beckham declined openly to criticize
Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson
after the English champions announced last
week they had agreed a conditional deal to
sell the midfielder to Barcelona.

“Of course it could have been done dif-
ferently but I don’t want to talk about that
now,” he shrugged.

“Real said they wanted me and it is a
chance to play with a great club, so I'm
looking forward to it. I'm very excited to
become part of Real Madrid.”

Beckham insisted he did not care that he
could not wear his trademark number seven
shirt at his new club. Spain striker Raul
currently wears that number.

“T don’t even think of taking that off
Raul. For me, he is the king of Real Madrid,”
said Beckham.

“Whatever number they give me I will
be happy. I have not even discussed with
Real Madrid where they want me to play...
but it is going to be a good challenge for me,
on the field and off it.”—MNA/Reuters

Guti ready to leave Real
after Beckham signing

Mabrip, 20 June — Frustrated Real Madrid midfielder
Guti believes the signing of David Beckham will leave him
with no option but to leave the club.

“It won’t make me happy to leave my lifelong team but
I don’t think there’s any alternative,” Guti said in an inter-
view with El Mundoon Thursday.

“I’m tired of banging into walls all the time.”

Guti, who offered his first hint that he could leave Real
in a radio interview over the weekend, missed Real’s train-
ing session on Wednesday, the day after the Beckham
signing from Manchester United was confirmed.

The 26-year-old Guti is a Spanish international regular
but finds it difficult enough to get into the Real team as it is.

The arrival of England captain Beckham will create even
more competition for places in the centre of the field and
appears to have strengthened Guti’s determination to leave.

“The doors are all closing for me,” said Guti.

“I was improving as a midfielder when the club signed
Zidane. Then I started to come on as a forward and along
came Ronaldo. At the moment, I’m in the national team as
a midfielder and Beckham’s coming.

“I’m a professional and I want to play football. If it’s not
here it will have to be somewhere else.”

Asked about his preferred destination, Guti said he
would be interested in a move to Italy.

“I like to get to know new places and Rome, especially,
and Milan are interesting,” he said. — MNA/Reuters

Former Wimbledom champion Richard Krajicek retired from tennis on 19 June, 200
a career which had more than its share of highs and lows. Krajicek’s long-standing
injury flared up again this week, causing him to pull out of Wimbledon and finally fo
him to call time on his 14-year professional career. Krajicek is shown duri

June 11 matdRTERNET

L ate Eto’o strike gives
Cameroon win over Brazil

Paris, 20 June — A bril-
liant late goal by striker
Samuel Eto’o earned
Cameroon a deserved 1-0
victory over world champi-
ons Brazil in their first match
of the Confederations Cup
on Friday.

Eto’ounleashed abrilliant
first-time, 20-metre shot af-
terdefender Lucio misjudged
a long ball to seal a game in
which the second-string Bra-
zilian team were below par.

Eto’o joined the African
champions’ squad only this
week as he wasinvolved with
his club Mallorca in the
Spanish league until last
weekend.

five-time world champions,
who won only once in the
last edition of the eight-
nation tournament two
years ago in Japan and
South Korea. In mitigation,
Alberto Carlos Parreira
could point to the absence
of Rivaldo, Ronaldo and
Roberto Carlos.

But even with Emerson,
Adriano and Ronaldinho —
whose performance would
nothave impressed the inter-
ested Manchester United —
they never looked able to
overcome the strong
physical challenge imposed
by the Africans.

Brazil mastered the battle

of the midfield in the first
half thanks to tireless cap-
tain Emerson and striker
Adriano, playing instead of
Ronaldo, forced goalkeeper
Idris Kameni to a good save
in the 19th minute.
Cameroon, banking on
swift counter-attacks to
break the solid Brazilian de-
fence, had a good opportu-
nity when midfielder
Modeste Mbami saw his
close-range header stopped
by Dida just after the half-
hour. Backed by the most of
the crowd, Cameroon started
to believe in themselves and
moved up a gear after the
interval.—MNA/Reuters

BaftBt his great perfor-
ela@iée throughout the match
I&Bafirmed coach Wilfried
N@chacfer was right to rush

him straight into the action.

Sanli sees Turkey through
against United States

St ETIENNE (France), 20 June — Striker
Tuncay Sanli celebrated his debut for Tur-
key by scoring the winner in a 2-1 victory
over the United States in their Confedera-
tions Cup opener on Thursday.

DaMarcus Beasley headed the US into
a 37th-minute lead against the run of play,
but Okan Yilmaz levelled from the penalty
spot three minutes later and Sanli neatly
tucked in the second in the 73rd minute to
seal the win in Group B.

With neither coach fielding anything
like the quality that enabled Turkey to
finish third at the 2002 World Cup and the
United States to reach the quarterfinals, the
encounter ata half-empty stadium was never
going to be memorable.

Turkey, who could have been three
goals ahead by the break, deserved their
win, though were let down by supporters
who booed and whistled the United States
sporadically throughout the game at the
Stade Geoffroy Guichard.

Turkey coach Senol Gunes drew heavily
onthe Under-21 squad and without top striker
Nihat Kahveci, still on club duty in Spain
with title-chasing Real Sociedad, defenders
Alpay Ozalan and Bulent Korkmaz were the
only ones to start both Thursday’s game and
April’s Euro 2004 qualifying defeat by Eng-
land.

However, the young squad were still good
value for the win.

Though the Americans had plenty of
first-half possession, it was Gunes’ men who
predictably created the scoring chances.

Ahmet Yildirim put Yilmaz clean
through, only for his effort to be blocked by
the advancing Tim Howard in goal, Yildirim
then hit the crossbar with a 20-metre free
kick and Howard did well again to stop Sanli
in another one-on-one.

As Yilmaz smacked another effort just
wide, a goal was clearly on the cards — with
the only surprise being that it came from the
United States. — MNA/Reuters

Thursday’s setback was
somewhat familiar for the

Juve sign Italy
defender
Legrottaglie

MiLaN, 20 June— Italy
defenderNicolaLegrottaglie
has joined Serie A champi-
ons Juventus from Chievoin
a 7.55-million-euro plus
players deal.

The 26-year-old central
defender, who has been part
of Giovanni Trapattoni’s
Italy squad since making his
debut against Turkey in No-
vember, signed a five-year
contract on Thursday,
Juventus said in a statement.

As part of the transfer,
young Juventus-owned play-
ers midfielder Matteo Paro,
defender Daniele Gastaldello
and forward Giuseppe Sculli
move to Chievo in a co-own-
ership arrangement.

MNA/Reuters

Members of the Iraqi national Olympic swimming team

practice their kicks on the bank of the Tigris river in
Baghdad— INTERNET
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Domestic science training school in
Hpa-an inspected

YaNGoN, 20 June — Director-General of Education
and Training Department of the Ministry for Progress of
Border Areas and National Races and Development
Affairs Col Than Win, together with officials, inspected
the Domestic Science Training School for women in
Hpa-an on 18-6-2003 morning.

He inspected round the school and fulfilled the
requirements.

On 19 June morning, the director-general and party
inspected the site where the school buildings will be
constructed. He inspected the scale model of the
buildings and gave necessary instructions. — MNA
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Friday, June 20

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been scattered in Kayah State, lower Sagaing,
Mandalay and Magway Divisions and widespread in the
remaining areas with locally heavyfalls in Rakhine State,
isolated heavyfalls in Mon State. The noteworthy amounts
of rainfall recorded were Kyauktaw (5.47) inches,
Kyaukpyu (4.92) inches and Thaton (3.23) inches.

Maximum temperature on 19-6-2003 was 30.0°C
(86°F). Minimum temperature on 20-6-2003 was 20.7°C
(69°F). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 19-6-2003
was 100%. Total sunshine hours on 19-6-2003 was nil.
Rainfall on 20-6-2003 was 45 mm at Yangon Airport,
51 mm at Kaba-Aye and 46 mm _at central Yangon. Total
rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 661 mm (26.02 inches) at
Yangon Airport, 718 mm (28.28 inches) at Kaba-Aye and
794 mm (31.26 inches) at central Yangon. Maximum wind
speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 26 mph from West at
(11:40) hours MST on 19-6-2003. Bay inference:
According to the observations at (09.30) hrs MST today,
yesterday’s low pressure area over North Bay has
intensified into a depression. It is centered about (150)
miles South of Kol Kata (Calcutta) India, and forecast to
move North or Northwest slowly. Monsoon is vigorous in
the North and East central Bay and strong elsewhere in
the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until evening of
21-6-2003:Rain or thundershowers will be scattered in
Kayah State, lower Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway
Divisions and widespread in the remaining areas with
likelihood of locally heavyfalls in Rakhine State and
isolated heavyfalls in Mon and Kayin States, Yangon and

5. Delicacies 3l§odomn-adaed 31§oSono—agi0é: Moencicod:” (23é:-0) Taninthayi Divisions. Degree of certainty is (100%). State
8:05 am 2:10 pm 5:20 pm cogeaySi $§0cREi of the sea:Occasional squalls with rough seas will be
6. Musical programme 8. Musical programme 7. =3B (BoSemaamendi cpmgeSond experienced off and along Rakhine Coast. Surface wind
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7. eficgaqegations 9. BenfBiqiamdiigiedcsy | 8. Games for children S)§oSono-BGog: moderate clsewhere in Myanmar waters. Outlook for
: 2:30 pm 6:05 pm 21. The next da; a YSL-ONUAUALIon OF Strong monsoos.
8:30 am p . . y Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
8. International news 10. Dance of nationalraces ' 9. Musical programme programme 21-6-2003: Some rain with temporary heavyfalls.
Degree of certainty is (100%). Forecast for Mandalay
8.45 am 1.35 pm 9.00 pm and neighbouring area for 21-6-20031solated rainhor
. : thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (80%). Weather
Music 1 45MUS]C Myanmar Culture Outlook for Third Weekend of June; 2003:During the
8.55am 4o pm 9.15 pm coming weekend, Rain or thundershowers will be
National News! Lesson 1 55Na“0“31 news/Slogan Article mideds realg‘ in_ Yangon Division and scattered in
9.05 am .55 pm 9.20 pm andalay Division.
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Tune in today: Music 2.05 pm Article (Issued at 10:30 hrs MST on 20th June 2003)
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MNCWA conducts field tours of
Bago Division (West)

YaNGoN, 20 June —
Members of the excursion
team led by member of
the Myanmar National Com-
mittee for Women’s Affairs
and the Working Commit-
tee Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe
visited Tha-yawady,
Paungde, Pyay, and
Gyobingauk in Bago Divi-
sion (West) yesterday and
today, meeting with local
populace and discussing
with them matters related to
the cementing of national
consolidation and the devel-
opment of women’s sector.

Yesterday morning, the
excursion team led by Dr
Daw Khin Win Shwe left
here by car and arrived at
Meenin Creek in the west
of Bago Division at 9 am.
They were welcomed there
by Chairman of Bago Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Southern Command
Brig-Gen Ko Ko’s wife
Daw Sao Nun Khun Sam,
departmental officials, and
members of the Working
Committee for Women’s
Affairs.

In a discussion session
with over 350 local people
held at Saya San Hall in
Thayawady, Thayawady
Township WCWA member

Daw Nyein Hlaing extended
greetings. Then, Dr Daw
Khin Win Shwe, in her ex-
planation of the visit, said
that the MNCWA is taking
measures on a national scale
for developing the health,
education and cultural sec-
tors and preventing violence
against women for better-
ment of women’s life. Al-
though Bago Division is not
a border region, efforts must
be made to ward off the
trafficking in women.
Myanmar women must be
patriotic and are to main-
tain the national culture
from the infiltration of al-
ien culture. Illegal going to
foreign countries is full of
danger, and there is no cer-

%

tainty of getting a job there.
Myanmar women should
not fall prey to the persua-
sion of human traffickers.
Thirst for good looks and
money can lead Myanmar
women astray, she said.

Next, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe presented exercise
books, pencils, medicines
and medical equipment, and
K 50,000 for the fund of the
small loans industry do-
nated by the MNCWA to
officials. Discussions were
also held with local popu-
lace, and sound advice was
given to them to solve out
their problems.

At 1 pm, the excursion
team arrived at Paungde.

(See page 8)

Lt-Gen Maung Bo inspects regional
development in Kawthoung District

YANGON, 20 June—
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Maung Bo of the
Ministry of Defence to-
gether with Chairman of
Taninthayi Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Coastal Re-
gion Command Maj-Gen
Tha Aye paid homage to
Pyidawaye Pagoda in
Kawthoung on 17 June
2003.

Then, Lt-Gen Maung
Bo met with townselders in
Kawthoung and discussed
regional development and
attended to the needs.

On 18 June morning, Lt-
Gen Maung Bo and party
inspected construction of a
new school building for

Ten-mile Village Basic
Education Middle School in
the township.

Then, they proceeded to
Awgyi Village and met with
members of the Village
Peace and Development
Council, village-elders and
local people at the primary
school and gave instructions
on regional development
and attended to the require-
ments. Next, Managing Di-
rector of Yuzana Palm Oil
Co U Htay Myint presented
K 100,000 for the Awgyi
Village primary school and
K 100,000 for construction
of the dispensary in the vil-
lage.

Then, Lt-Gen Maung
Bo and party arrived at
Yuzana Palm Oil Co and

looked into work being car-
ried out for palm plantations
and Lt-Gen Maung Bo and
Commander Maj-Gen Tha
Aye planted the commemo-
rative palm trees.

At the briefing hall,
Managing Director of
Yuzana Palm Oil Co U
Htay Myint reported on
progress in cultivation of
palm trees for 2003 and
measures being taken for
meeting the target of culti-
vation of palm trees to Lt-
Gen Maung Bo who gave
necessary instructions.

Then, they proceeded
to Khamaukgyi where
they met with depart-
mental officials and mem-
bers of social organizations.

(See page 9)

B < b
Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe meets with local women at Saya San Hall in Thayawady Township on 19-6-2003.

Commander, A&l Minister inspect agricultural tasks for greening 30-mile perimeter

YaNGoN, 20 June— To
cultivate monsoon and sum-
mer paddy, cold season and
other crops for greening 30-
mile perimeter of Yangon
International Airport, Chair-
man of Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe and Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation
Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin this af-
ternoon inspected dams and
sluice gates under construc-
tion and supply of water and
the site for carrying out agri-
culture and livestock breed-
ing tasks in Yangon Divi-
sion by helicopter.

Accompanied by deputy
ministers, the vice-mayor
and officials, the commander
and the minister inspected
tasks of Paunglin Dam

Project being implemented
by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Irrigation. They then
arrived at Mahuya Dam
Project where they were
welcomed by Director U
Khin Maung Yu and offi-
cials of Construction-1 of Ir-
rigation Department.

At the briefing hall, Di-
rector U Khin Maung Yu
reported on progress of the
project. Minister Maj-Gen
Nyunt Tin gave instructions
on timely completion of the
project tasks. Then, Direc-
tor-General U Kyaw San
Win of ID reported on con-
ditions of dams in Yangon
Division.

Next, the commander,
the minister and party in-
spected construction tasks of
the dam and gave necessary
instructions. Paunglin Dam,

of Yangon International Airport

which is one of the regulat-
ing dams of Ngamoeyeik
Dam, will be of 1,900 feet
long and 100 feet high earth
embankment. Storage capac-
ity of the dam will be 105,600
acre feet.

The dam will have two 6'
by 4' conduits built of con-
crete. Mahuya Dam, an earth
embankment, will be 675 feet
long and 100 feet high. It
will have 54,000 acre feet of
storage capacity and one re-
inforced concrete 6' by 4'
conduit.On completion, the
two dams can supply water
to summer paddy, cold sea-
son crop and other planta-
tions in Yangon Division
through Ngamoeyeik Dam.
Inaddition, arrangements are
being made for supplying
drinking water to the city
dwellers.

Then, the commander
and the minister arrived at
Shwehlay Sluice Gate
Project at the fork of Bago
River and Hsema Creek near
Shwehlay Villagein Yangon
South District. Construction-
6 Director U Khin Maung
Myintof ID reported on facts
about the implementation of
the project. The director-gen-
eral gave a supplementary
report. Then, the minister at-
tended to their needs.

Next, the commander
met local farmers. Speaking
on the occasion, the com-
mander said that the Gov-
ernment is  building
Shwehlay Sluice Gate spend-
ing a large sum of money to
be able to cultivate double
and triple croppings of
monsoon and summer paddy,
cold season and other crops

in Kawa Township in Bago
Division and Kayan Town-
shipin Yangon Division. The
local farmers are to system-
atically use assistance pro-
vided by the State for uplift
of their living standard. The
commander then explained
requirements in agricultural
tasks to be fulfilled by the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation and Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development
Council.

Then, the minister said
that Shwehlay sluice gate is
being built with a view to
ensuring prevention of floods
in the rainy season and pre-
vention of entering salty
water into the farmlands and
others. The commander and
the minister inspected con-
struction tasks of the sluice
gate with the use of heavy

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-G

en Nyunt Tin inspect Shwehlay Sluice Gate-Rusject.

machinery.

Shwehlay Sluice Gate is
located on Hsinma Creek at
the border of Bago and
Yangon Divisions. The
sluice gate will have 406 feet
long and 16 feet high valves.
The inlet canal will be 2,200
feetlong and the outlet canal
2,700 feet long. The sluice
gate will have 22 feet wide
gate for water craft. On
completion, the sluice gate
will irrigate 35,000 acres of
land in Kawa and Kayan
townships.

Afterwards, the com-
manderand the minister went
to the fish breeding farm of
Yangon City Development
Committee at Yangonpauk-
Kyaikthale wetland areas in
Twantay Township. They
met local farmers. First, the
commander explained agri-
cultural matters. Officials re-
ported on arrangements be-
ing made for providing irri-
gating facilities and other
assistance to the local farm-
ers. Then, the minister gave
a speech.

The commander and
party inspected fish breed-
ing tasks at Kyaikthale
wetland areas. Vice-Mayor
Col Maung Pa reported on
fish breeding tasks and plans
to cultivate monsoon paddy
in the land. Later, the com-
mander and the minister gave
necessary instructions.
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