Kalena dhammasavanam, timely audition of the doctrines; this is the way to auspiciousness.
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Secretary-1 General Khin Nyunt delivers an address at the ceremony to honour victorious U-18 Myanmar youth soecemteam.
Thanks to Myanmar people’s great hope and
support, Myanmar U-18 wins trophy

Victory of Myanmar U-18 boys, victory of people

INSIDE

Perspectives
Maintain peace and

stability while striving

Victorious Myanmar youth football team honoured for 2@%?:3'“
YAaNGON, 19 June — | Myanmar National Olympic | Kandawgyi here at 7 pm | team. Head of State Senior In the previous year, the Page 2
The victorious Myanmar | Council Secretary-1 of the | today. General Than Shwe also | Myanmar U-17 boys won ) )

Youth football team of the | State Peace and Develop- Secretary-1 General | sent a message, saying that | the ASEAN cup, and this Byline Article

first ASEAN U-18 Youth
Football Tourney was hon-
oured by Chairman of

ment Council General Khin
Nyunt at a ceremony held
at Karaweik Palace at

Four political objectives
Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring Statg
Constitution
Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base}
and all-round development of other
sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system
Development of the economy inviting
participation in terms of technical know-
how and investments from sources
inside the country and abroad
The initiative to shape the national
economy must be kept in the hands of thg
State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Khin Nyunt arrived at
Karaweik Palace at 6.45 pm
and was welcomed by the
manager of the Myanmar
youth football team,
coaches and footballers.
At the ceremony, the
Secretary-1 delivered a
speech. He said that the
Myanmar U-18 team after
achieving victories one af-
ter another won the cham-
pionship trophy in accord
with the desire of the peo-
ple. The Secretary-1, on
behalf of the State and the
people, and as the MNOC
Chairman, honoured the

he too honoured the
Myanmar victorious boys.

Thanks to the Myanmar
people’s great hope and
support, the Myanmar U-18
team won the trophy. By
winning the trophy, the
Myanmar boys have ful-
filled the long desire and
great expectation of the
Myanmar people.

The victory of the
Myanmar boys is the vic-
tory of the people who were
supporting them from all
sectors for the Myanmar
football to enter another
golden age.

year the U-18 team grabbed
the championship trophy
again. Their victories have
led the Myanmar football
entering a new era, and
ensuring the State move one
step ahead to reach the new
golden era.

With the conviction that
the victory is not an ordinary
one; and that it is the result
of the efforts to reach a new
era of success, the State hon-
oured the youth footballers
who are worthy of it.

Once, the Myanmar
sports won victories all over

(See page 8)

I

A vanished bird last
seen almost 90 years
ago rediscovered in
Myanmar
Page 11

Article

The Ayeyawady as
proof—1
Page 10

Foreign News
Pages 3,4,5,6,7,12,13,14

Secretary-1 General Khin Nyunt cordially greets players of victorious U-18 Myanmar youth soccertesum.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Maintain peace and
stability while striving for
national development

The Union of Myanmar is home to more
than 100 national races, who have been livinp
together in unity and amity from time imme-
morial. It is for the sake of these national peo
ple themselves that the Government is work!
ing in concert with them towards the emer-
gence of a peaceful, modern and developg
nation.

Kachin State is one of the main region
of the Union and different national races live
there. As the state succeeded in implementir]
its development plans, it is now enjoying thq
fruits of development.

Now the entire state is peaceful and stg
ble and therefore local people are now in
position to practically experience the taste o}
peace. And sound environment for developmer
has aslo emerged because the peace grou
together with the Government, are throwing
themselves heart and soul into their regiona|
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development work.

The most remarkable achievement o
Kachin State in recent years is sufficiency ir
rice for local consumption. As more than|
400,000 acres of land are put under padd
every year, rice is even in surplus.

The Government, on its part, has bee
building all the necessary infrastructures, es
pecially transport and communication facili-
ties essential to regional development, with thp
intention of improving the socio-economic life
of the national people. Formerly, the chief
means of transport from Mandalay and
Sagaing Divisions to Kachin State was railwayqg.
However, the construction of Shwebo
Myitkyina strategic road started in 1996 and
bridges are also being constructed where neg-
essary. The Hopin Bridge in Mohnyin Town-
ship, one of the bridges being constructed alonj
the Shwebo-Myitkyina road, was opened on 1f
June. It was 200 feet long and built across thp
Thayet creek. It was the very first bridge to be|
opened on the Shwebo-Myitkyina Road. I
plays a vital role in linking Kachin State and
Central Myanmar. In addition to the Shwebo-
Myitkyina road, the Mandalay-Tagaung-
Bahmo-Myitkyina road was built. Therefore,
the travel from one region to another is now

Labour Minister arrives back from

ILO annual conference

YANGON, 19 June — | U Khin Maung Yi of the
The Myanmar delegation | Ministry of Labour and
led by Minister for La- | Supervisor Daw Lin Lin
bour U Tin Winn who | Oo of Myanmar Guston
attended the 91st Annual | Molinel Co Ltd of
Conference of International
Labour Organization in
Geneva, Switzerland, on 2
June, arrived back here by
air yesterday evening.

The minister and
party were welcomed back
at the Yangon International
Airport by Minister at the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Chairman's
Office Brig-Gen Abel,
Minister for Cooperatives
Lt-Gen Tin Ngwe, Deputy
Minister for Labour Brig-
Gen Win Sein, departmen-
tal officials of the Minis-
try of Labour and fami-
lies.

Hlinethaya Industrial Zone
also arrived back here on
the same flight. — MNA

Deputy Attorney-
General Dr Tun Shin of
the Attorney-General's Of-

Nursery Market Festival

YANGON, 19 June — The Nursery Market Festi-
val continued at Myay Padetha Park in Bahan Town-
ship here today with the aim of providing necessary
assistance for growers and to attract the public to be
interested in agriculture, horticulture, livestock breeding
and vegetable farming.

Kitchen crops, fruits and saplings of herbal plants
are being shown at the festival. Poultry farming and
fish breeding are also exhibited there. — MNA

smooth and easy. fice, Director-General
We would like to call upon the local peo
ple living in various regions across the Unior
to work unitedly for its development and per- Donate
pe_tll_Jlty,_ miln_talnlng p(_aace af‘d stability pre- bIOOd The Myanmar delegation headed by Minister for Labour U Tin Winn being wel-
\valing in their respective regions. Y, comed back at the Yangon International Airport.vaa
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A Democrat is loath to seem partisan
on White House handling of Iraq

WasHiNgToN, 19 June—Republican and Democratic leaders in the Senate were locked in a tense, closed-
struggle today over how aggressively to investigate the Bush administration’s handling of pre-war intelligence on Ira

The wrangling took place as both
sides sought to gauge the political fall-
out from the growing debate over
whether the administration had exag-
gerated the threat that Saddam Hussein
posed to the United States.

Just as the House intelligence
committee was holding its first,
classified hearing on the issue of
Irag-related intelligence, members of
the Senate intelligence committee
were engrossed in a rancorous,
closed-door meeting to debate the
scope of the panel’s inquiry. Com-
mittee members and Senate aides said
the meeting lasted about two and a
half hours, and Democrats left frus-
trated that they still had no agreement
from the committee’s Republican
chairman to mount a full investiga-
tion of the matter.

The chairman, Senator Pat Roberts
of Kansas, is opposed to authorizing a
full investigation, and has said in-
stead that the panel can review the
Irag-related intelligence as part of its
normal oversight of intelligence agen-
cies. Democrats say that would be
inadequate, and want a more public
airing. Democrats say that under the
committee’s rules they have the power
to authorize a full investigation on
their own, but the vice chairman and
ranking Democrat on the panel, Sena-
tor John D. Rockefeller IV of West
Virginia, is reluctant to do so.

He and other Democrats say his
reluctance is based on a belief that if
the Democrats began their own inves-
tigation, it would be easily dismissed

as openly partisan, and so Mr
Rockefeller has been trying to negoti-
ate with Mr Roberts on a compromise
approach. So far, such a compromise
has proven elusive. Republican con-
gressional officials said late today that,
for now, Mr Roberts was still planning
to examine the issue under the normal
oversight process.

“There is clearly resistance from
the Republicans,” said Senator Rich-
ard J Durbin, an Illinois Democrat and
a member of the intelligence commit-

ee. “They don’t want anything that
sounds like an investigation.”

After the afternoon meeting, Mr
Roberts and Mr. Rockefeller said lit-
tle to reporters, other than that they
had a productive meeting. Mr Roberts
has agreed to hold hearings on Iraq
intelligence but has not scheduled any
that will be open to the public. With
little movement on the Republican
side, Mr Rockefeller seemed to be
under growing pressure from within
the Democratic caucus to mount an
investigation without the Republicans.

On the House side, there has been
far less open rancor within the intelli-
gence committee, but that may be
largely because the Republicans so
completely dominate the legislative
process in the House that Democrats
have few alternatives.

Representative Porter J Goss, the
Florida Republican who is chairman
of the committee, and Representative
Jane Harman,Democrat of California,
the ranking minority member, have
agreed to examine the issue through a

series of oversight hearings, which
seems similar to the approach that Mr
Roberts wants to pursue in the Senate.

“We spent a useful couple of hours
asking the important oversight ques-
tions about how the intelligence picture
on Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction
was assembled over time,” Mr Goss said
inastatement after the closed-door hear-
ing today with officials from several
intelligence agencies. “As you know,
this is an issue that the committee, not to
mention the intelligence community, has
been looking at basically since the end
of the Gulf War, so there was a good deal
of information to cover.”

As Congress sorts out how to ap-
proach the issue, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency and other agencies have
begun to turn over a torrent of docu-
ments to the committees. “They have
provided boxes and boxes of documents
to go through, looking at them all it
reminds me of tobacco litigation,” Mr
Durbin said.

Among the materials sent by the
CIA were several documents related to
a now discredited report that Iraq had
been trying to buy uranium from Niger
for its nuclear weapons program. Presi-
dent Bush referred to that report in his
State of the Union address to buttress
the case that Iraq was develping nu-
clear weapons. It was later revealed
that the report was a fabrication, and
the White House has been on the defen-
sive in recent days as it tries to explain
how a fabricated report got into such an
important presidential address on the
eve of the war. —Internet
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AusTrALIA, 19 June— Intelligence services had been

dangerously politicised by the Government, a strategic
think-tank said today.

Intelligence agencies could be influenced to support the
government line if their work remained in the political debate,
Stratwise director Adam Cobb said.

“The long-term influence on Australian intelligence
agencies could be a very negative one on national security,”
Dr Cobb told AAP. Prime Minister John Howard had broken
the long-standing convention of refusing to comment on
intelligence issues with the children-overboard controversy
and repeated it with terrorist attacks on Bali and the Iraq war.

“Itis precedent-breaking and the Prime Minister first did
it in his (National) Press Club speech when he was talking
about children overboard and he referred directly to an ONA
(Office of National Assessment) intelligence report which
floored a lot of people,” Dr Cobb said.

“My real concern is that they’re politicising intelligence
gathering and even if there isn’t direct word coming down
from the minister to view something one way or the other,
these guys aren’t stupid.

“They know that there’s a particular line the Govern-
ment is pursuing, there could a temptation to align their
assessments and research to at least not conflict with the
Government’s line.”

Dr Cobb said the political debate about Australian intel-
ligence warnings of a Bali terrorist attack and of Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction could significantly undermine
intelligence gathering. “Because good intelligence is all
about having a sceptical, questioning approach to informa-
tion and just seeing where it takes you as opposed to having
a predisposition and pulling the facts in to support a case,”
he said. —Internet

N

Ex-CIA director
says administration
stretched facts on Iraq

WasHINGTON, 19 June — Former CIA director Stansfield Turner accused the Bush
administration Tuesday of “overstretching the facts” about Iragi weapons of massg |

destruction in making its case for invading that country.

Turner’s broadside adds the retired ad-
miral’s name to a list of former intelligence
professionals concerned that the CIA and its
intelligence reports were manipulated to
justify the war. Since Baghdad fell April 9,
US forces have been unable to find chemi-
cal and biological weapons the White House

said were in Iraq.

classified information.

invade Iraq.

President Bush has given no indication he is
having second thoughts about his decision to

“We made it clear to the dictator of Iraq
that he must disarm,”” Bush said in a speech
Tuesday at Northern Virginia Community
College in Annandale. “He chose not to do

Turner, who headed the CIA under Presi-
dent Carter, paused for along moment when
asked by reporters whether current CIA
Director George Tenetshouldresign. “That’s
atough one,”” Turner said. The problem did
not appear to lie with the CIA, he said, but
Tenet should consider resigning if he lost
the confidence of President Bush or the
American people. A CIA spokesman de-
clined to comment.

Turner suggested Tenet should tread cau-
tiously because CIA directors “can be made
the fall guy’’ by administrations when policy
judgments based on intelligence go wrong.

Turner said, “There is no question in my
mind (policymakers) distorted the situa-
tion, either because they had bad intelli-
gence or because they misinterpreted it.”’

Public criticism of an administration’s
handling of intelligence is rare from former
CIA directors, who typically give the ben-
efit of the doubt to those with full access to

s0, so we disarmed him. And I know there’s
alot of revisionist history now going on, but
one thing is certain. He is no longer a threat
to the free world.””

Iraqileader Saddam Hussein was known
to have chemical and biological weapons in
the early and mid-1990s. Late last year, Iraq
claimed to have none left, though it offered
no proof of having disposed of them. At the
‘White House, spokesman Ari Fleischer called
it “fanciful’” and “a fit of imagination’ to
believe that Saddam would have destroyed
his arsenal but neglected to tell the world.
Seeking to counter partisan criticism about
the intelligence used to justify war, Fleischer
said Democrats, including President Clinton,
flatly asserted that Iraq had weapons of mass
destruction in the late 1990s.

“The president has every confidence in
the intelligence and that weapons will be
found,”” Fleischer said. “The president has
full faith in Director Tenet.”’—Internet

Iraqis gather at a gas station in Baghdad where a US soldier was killed on 18 June,
2003. A US soldier was killed and another wounded at a gas station in Baghdad while
two Iragi protesters were killed by US troops. Controversy continued over why the

United States and Britain sent fighters into IraqIN#ERNET

Railway reconnects two Koreag

Seout, 19 June — North and South Korea have held a symbolic ceremony fo
re-link cross border railways severed by war more than 50 years ago.

Engineers from both
sides tightened the screws
on 14 June on the railway
tracks that will, it is hoped,
eventually carry passenger
trains between the two
countries.

The event came a day
before the third anniversary
of an historic inter-Korean
summit in which the then

restoration of the western
line by September.

This will run between
Seoul and Pyongyang, and
extend to North Korea’s
border with China. If work
goes to schedule, a rail link
along the eastern coast will
be ready by the end of the
year.

South Korean President Kim
Dae-jung made a euphoric
visit to the North Korean
capital, Pyongyang.

Reconciliation has since
stalled.

The last train crossed the
border shortly before the
1950-53 Korean War.

Both sides have said
they want to complete the

Internet
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British public doubts Blair’s Iraq

Intelligence

L onpon, 19June—British Prime Minister Tony Blair, under growing pressure to produce evidence of Saddan

Hussein’s alleged weapons mass destruction, is trying to deflect charges he exaggerated the threat posed by
Despite these efforts, a recent poll indicates he is losing credibility among Britons.

“Nobody believes a single word he
saysanymore,” Conservative leaderIain
Duncan Smith said.

The opposition claims Blair misled
the British public about Iraq’s alleged
nuclear, biological and chemical weap-
ons programmes.

And a great many Britons appear to
agree. A recent opinion poll concludes
a third of the British public is less in-
clined to trust their prime minister be-
cause of what happened in Iraq.

“The cracks in the facade are there
now for all to see and they’re beginning
to cut quite deep,” said Andrew Cooper
of Populus Polling. Over half of those
polled indicated they believed Blair’s
government deliberately exaggerated
the weapons threat.

Allied forces have yet to find any
evidence of so-called weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq, but Blair denies
allegations his government manipulated
evidence.

“Saddam Hussein was a threat to his
region and to the wider world. I always
made it clear that the issue was not
whether he was about to launch an
immediate strike on Britain. The issue
was whether he posed a threat to his
region and to the wider world,” Blair
told the House of Commons.

On Wednesday, US President
George Bush defended Blair against
allegations he exaggerated Iraq’s al-

leged weapons programme.

“Blair operated on very sound in-
telligence and those accusations are
simply not true,” Bush said.

Many Britons appear to have doubts.
‘While most indicate they are pleased to
see the end of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime, they’re not so happy their gov-
ernment may have manipulated them.

“It’s a case of the air coming slowly
out of the tires. It’s very hard when
people decide you’re somebody they
don’tespecially trust ... torebuild that,”
Cooper said.

Two parallel probes

Blair is facing two parliamentary
investigations over the Iraq war.

The Commons’ Intelligence and
Security Committee plans to probe the
matter behind closed doors.

In contrast, the Foreign Affairs
Committee inquiry was broadcast live
when it began Tuesday with the testi-
mony of two former senior cabinet
ministers. Both quit over the govern-
ment’s handling of the Iraq crisis.

Clare Short told the inquiry that
Blair “pre-committed” Britain to the
conflict months before the war. Robin
Cook took a similar position and said
officials “used intelligence as the basis
on which to justify a policy on which
we had already settled.”

Home Secretary David Blunkett
defended the actions of the government

Wednesday. He said Short and Cook
didn’thave access to the most sensitive
intelligence on Iraq.

“Those outside the security serv-
ices, the prime minister, the secretary
for Northern Ireland, (Foreign Secre-
tary) Jack Straw, myself, do not see the
detailed briefings,” Blunkett told BBC
radio.

Hours later, Blair’s office was re-
futing a newspaper report regarding an
official British investigation in Iraq.
The Observer said investigators had
concluded two trailers were not mobile
germ warfare labs.

A spokesman for Blair’s office said
the investigation was still under way.
However, a source told The Associate
Pressthat there was no credible evi-
dence to suggest the trailers were used
as part of Iraq’s weapons program.
Critics have repeatedly questioned in-
formation and statements released by
Blair’s government about Iraq since
the conflict emerged.

InFebruary, the British government
said it made a mistake when it failed to
credit an academic report in a dossier
that purported to detail how Iraq was
blocking UN weapons inspectors.

The lapse was exposed by Britain’s
Channel 4 News, which traced pas-
sages of the dossier to a report written
by a post-graduate student based in
California. — Internet

 Small

Kerry says Bush misled
Americans on war

Lesanon, 19June— Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry said Wednesg
day that President Bush broke his promise to build an international coalition agains
Irag’s Saddam Hussein and then waged a war based on questionable intelligence.
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groups of betwee
10 and 20 fighters
involved in attacks on

US-led forces

BLoomeerc, 19June— Resistance by militiamen and
Baath party officials loyal to Iraq’s ousted leader Saddam
Hussein is unorganized and involves small groups of
fighters, US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said.

“If you’re thinking about large military formations or
some sort of a network organizing something, I have not
seen any intelligence to that effect,” Rumsfeld said at a
briefing yesterday in Washington. Allied forces are rooting
out “dead- enders trying to reconstitute,” he said.

Allied forces, backed by air power and special units, are
carrying out the second of two operations started this month
to capture Hussein loyalists. The US military command said
yesterday it detained Abid Hamid-Mahmud al-Tikriti, one
of Hussein’s closest aides and No 4 on the list of the 55 most
wanted Iraqi leaders.

Coalition troops have come under increased attacks in
recent weeks with more than 50 soldiers killed since US
President George W Bush on 1 May declared the major
fighting in Iraq to be over. Hussein’s fate isn’t known after
he was targeted in two air attacks in Baghdad during the war.

Small groups of between 10 and 20 fighters are involved
in attacks on allied forces, Rumsfeld said. The allies are
working to enforce control outside Baghdad toward the city
of Tikrit, Hussein’s hometown 145 kilometers (90 miles) to
the north, he said. The military raided areas along the Tigris
River north of Baghdad as part of its security operations this
month. More than 800 Iragis were detained for questioning
during the two operations, many of whom were released, the
military said. — Internet

“He misled every one of
us,” Kerry said. “That’s one
reason why I’m running to
be president of the United
States.”

Kerry said Bush made
his case for war based on at
least two pieces of US intel-

ligence that now appear to
be wrong that Iraq sought
nuclear material from Africa
and that Saddam’s regime
had aerial weapons capable
of attacking the United States
with biological material.
Still, Kerry said it is too

A specialist with a US soldier is ushered into a room &

child sleeps during a raid conducted by his unit at a|

Baghdad neighbourhood in Irag on 18 June, 2003.
INTERNET

early to conclude whether or
not war with Iraq was justi-
fied. There needs tobe acon-
gressional investigation into
US intelligence on Iraq, he
said. “I will not let him off
the hook throughout this
campaign with respect to
America’s credibility and
credibility to me because if
he lied he lied to me person-
ally,” he said. Kerry fielded
several questions about Iraq
from a small group of anti-
war Democrats after he ad-
dressed about 250 people in
a downtown Lebanon park.
Internet
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US Secretary of Defence Donald Rumsfeld points to a map of Iraq outlining the security
levels across the land during a Press briefing at the Pentagon on 18 June, 2003.
Rumsfeld's Press conference came in the wake of US troops raiding two farmhouses
near Tikrit, north of Baghdad on Wednesday.
INTERNET

Canada marks
another SARS
death

ToroNTo,19 June—A 67-
year-old man has died from
SARS in the Toronto area,
bringing Canada’s death toll
from the deadly disease to
34, health officials said on
Tuesday.

The Health Ministry in
Ontario, Canada’s most
populous province, said the

Snian died on Monday — the

country’s first death from the
disease since June 7.
MNA/Reuters

China’s urban residents spend
more on healthy living

BeuinG, 19 June — China’s city-dwellers are spending more on those things that
come with a good health promise, an official survey has found. Sanitary essentials,
sports goods, organic food and communication gadgets figure high on the spending
list of urban consumers, both during severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS) and
now, as the disease is brought basically under control in China.

The spending shift is based on a belief
that such items can help people lead safer
and healthier livers, and help them ward off
illness, according to the conclusion of a
recent national survey by the Price
Monitoring Centre under the National
Development and Reform Commission,
reported Wednesday’s China Daily.

The centre’s branches in 35 major cities
across China conducted the survey

throughout May, which includes responses
of more than 3,000 people, said the English-
language newspaper.

According to the survey, about 80 per
cent of urban residents planned to increase
their expenditure on sanitary essentials. And
some 35 per cent of respondents said they
were considering buying an electrical
disinfecting appliance.

MNA/Xinhua
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US worried about mounting
casualties in Irag

WasHingToN 19 June -—US lawmakers expressed alarm at the rising number of dead and wounded US troops
Iraq, with some highlighting fears that US forces may be overextended.

“While our military did remarkable
work in defeating two terrorist regimes
inshortorder, events in Afghanistan and
Iraq make it clear that we have a ways to
go in both countries,” said Duncan
Hunter, chairman of the House of
Representatives Armed Services
Committee.

“The terrorist elements have been
defeated, but they haven’t been de-
stroyed,” he said.

Hunter worried that US forces are
stretched thin, with some troops now in
Iraq for nearly one year, and with no end
in sight to the US military commitment.

“Because we have long-term com-
mitments in Europe and Asia and long-
term requirements in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and don’tknow how long the global
war on terror will last — or for that
matter, whether it will ever end — we
face afuture security environmentloaded
with uncertainty,” he said.

“We face uncertain risks associated
with the possibility of having to react
to a future contingency while the bulk
of our forces are already committed
elsewhere,” Hunter added.

Representative Ike Skelton, ranking
Democrat on the committee, said the
unsettling number of US casualites calls
forareview of how the US occupation of

Iraq is being conducted.

Skelton highlighted how more
Americans have beenkilled inIraq since
April 14 than throughout the past year
that US troops have been chasing
al-Qaeda and Taliban operatives in
Afghanistan.

“This morning — like most recent
mornings — we awoke to the news of
another servicemember killed in Iraq,”
he said.

Skelton said there had been at “one
dead American each day” since
President George W Bush declared the
end of major combat on May 1.

“I’ve been arguing for careful post-
war planning to secure Iraq,” he said.
“The realities to date do not indicate
that the planning that occurred was
sufficient.”

SinceMay 1, 16 US troops have been
killed by hostile fire, the latest a soldier
who was shot at a Baghdad filling
station. Another was wounded.

“Given the challenges we’re facing,
we need our allies and their troops more
than ever. We must not let our failure
to agree before the war become an
argument for a failure to achieve peace
now,” Skelton said.

In testimony at the hearing, Deputy
Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz said

the 146,000 US military personnel in
Iraq should not need to be supple-
mented.

“We are pleased that the number and
capability of coalition forces pledged
tocontribute to those operations is grow-
ing,” Wolfowitz said, adding that the
United States needed and would get
more help from other countries in com-
ing months.

But he also counseled patience: “It
is only seven weeks since President
Bush announced the end of major com-
bat operations, and let me emphasize
that word ‘major.”

“As we expected and planned for,
smaller combat operations in Iraq con-
tinue, even as we work with Iraqis to
establish stable and secure areas
throughout Iraq,” Wolfowitz said.

He said US troops in Iraq were fight-
ing forces waging a “guerrilla war.”

“We’ve made great progress in some
areas of the country, but we continue to
face an adaptive and determined en-
emy, which, while defeated on the con-
ventional battlefield, is nonetheless in-
tent on killing Americans and Iraqis
and disrupting the establishment of
order in Iraqi society and the process of
building a new and free country,”
Wolfowitz said.—Internet
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Los ANGELES, 19 June
— Giving cancer patients a
form of Vitamin D could
help radiotherapy work
more effectively, a new
study shows.

The study report, con-
ducted by researchers from
Dartmouth Medical School
and Virginia Common-
wealth University, was pub-
lished in the June issue of
Journal of Clinical Cancer
Research.

Former soldie
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rs protest during a rally outside the temporary American headquarte
Bagadad, Iraq, on 18 June, 2003. US soldiers opened fire on the demonstrators,
two people dead and two others injiured, a witness saifiNTERNET
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The violence erupted
Wednesday when an angry
crowd swarmed an American
convoy passing near the coali-
tion’s provisional authority
headquarters, according to the
US military.

Captain Scott Nauman of
the US Army, who was at the
scene, said members of the
convoy appeared tofirein self-
defense after the ex-army of-
ficers smashed windows in
their vehicle with rocks.

The situation in the Iraqi
capital is tense due to the pres-
ence of about 250,000 jobless
former soldiers, CNN’s Jane
Arraf reported.

They were dismissed from
the armed forces in May by
US administrator Paul Bremer
following the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein and have re-
ceived no wages for three
months.

“It is a very volatile situa-
tion, one that has been going
on for amonth and will not go
away,” Arraf said on Wednes-
day. “The US has made it
pretty clear they will react with
overwhelming force if they
feel threatened.”

The two people were in-
jured, and later died, a US
military spokesman said.
CNN’s Ben Wedeman later
reported that it was a single
US soldier with an M-16 who
opened fire. According to
Nauman, his soldiershadbeen
pelted with rocks from the
demonstrators for about an
hour when the convoy passed
by and was inundated by
members of the crowd.

In a separate incident in
Baghdad, one US soldier was
killed and another wounded
Wednesday in a drive-by
attack, a US military
=rssp?kesman said.

ﬁowever, eyewitnesses
ERWITNN the troops were shot
by an Iragi man who ap-

. Two killed in
Baghdad protest

BacHDAD, 19 June—US forces say they have shot dead
two Iraqgis during a protest by unpaid former soldiers
outside the presidential compound in Baghdad.

proached the vehicle on foot.
US forces said they were pur-
suing the attacker or attackers.
Theincidents follow the death
of a US soldier the previous
day, who waskilled by asniper
after 371 people were cap-
tured in raids against Saddam
Hussein loyalists, US Central
Command said.

The soldier was shot in the
back, while on patrol in north-
ern Baghdad, US military of-
ficials added. Troops have
beensealing offroads and car-
rying out house to house
searches in the area.

Sincethebeginningof May,
41 US troops have been killed
inattacksin Baghdad and parts
of western and central Iraq,
accordingto US Central Com-
mand.

In another deadly incident,
awoman and child werekilled
inanapparentcarbombattack
Monday night in a western
section of the Iraqi capital.
Thelatestdevelopmentscame
as Britain’s parliament
launched an inquiry into
whether Tony Blair’s govern-
ment misled the British peo-
pleabouttheevidenceitalleg-
edly had on weapons of mass
destruction held by the Iragi
regime.

The first witness, former
Cabinet minister Robin Cook,
accused the Blair government
of using intelligence on Iraq’s
alleged weapons of mass de-
struction to justify a predeter-
mined policy. Cook said there
was no “full consideration of
evidence.” Meanwhile, the US
Army was giving details of
the latest military action in
Iraq associated with Opera-
tion Desert Scorpion. “In the
central region near Tikrit and
Kirkuk, coalition forces con-
ducted 36 raids and detained
215 individuals,” a Central
Command statement said.

Internet

Radiation therapy is
commonly used prior to sur-
gery to reduce the size of

Tankers

US soldier killed in drive-by shooting

the tumour and after sur-
gery to eradicate any re-
maining cells and to reduce
the chance of the tumour

returning.
In the study, research-
ers compared tumour

growth in mice given the
combined therapy, using a
derivative of Vitamin D
called EB 1089, and others
given radiation therapy
alone.

The study report shows
that in those given the
combined treatment tu-
mours were around 50 per
cent smaller than in those
that received radiation
alone. —MNA/Xinhua

collide in Gulf
killing four

LonNpoN, 19 June— An
explosion following a
collision on Wednesday
between two oil tankers in
the Gulf off the United Arab
Emirates has left four dead,
according to the shipping
agent for one of the two
vessels involved.

An official working for
Middle East-based Knoo
shipping agency said the
collision was between crude
tanker Sebuand product
tanker Efixnos

MNA/Reuters

BacgHpaD, 19 June—The recent
string of American deaths at the hands
of Iraqis opposed to the occupation of
their countrycontinued Wednesday.

One US soldier was killed and an-
other wounded in a drive-by shooting
in south central Baghdad. In the center
of the capital, US troops being threat-
ened by a stone-throwing crowd shot
and killed two demonstrators.

US troops from theFirst Armoured
Division were hit by gunfire at a gas
station. The gunmen walked up to a
squad of troops guarding the gas
station and opened fire at close range
before fleeing in a waiting car,
witnesses told Capt David Gercken,
a spokesman for the Army’slst
Armoured Division.

The shooters escaped as other sol-
diers tried to give aid to the wounded,
said US Army Capt John Morgan.

The two Iraqi deaths took place as
former Iraqi soldiers demonstrated to
demand back wages outside Ameri-
can headquarters at one of Saddam
Hussein’s former palaces.

Military officers initially reported
two people were wounded, while Ira-
qis at the scene said two were killed
and one wounded. US troops took two
fallen Iraqis to an army aid station
inside the compound. US Marine Corps
Maj Sean Gibson confirmed the two
Iraqis had died.

“One demonstrator pulled out a
weapon and began shooting. US forces
responded, killing two of the demon-

strators,” US Central Command said
in a statement.

Another military spokesman said
the incident began when demonstra-
tors threw stones at a convoy of mili-
tary police vehicles moving toward
theAssassins Gate of the Republican
Palace, now the headquarters of the
US-led administration.

“A soldier did fire his weapon,” in
response to the stoning, Morgan said.

Iraqis who participated in the pro-
test said the violence erupted when
the crowd pressed against a vehicle
moving slowly outside the gate and
banged on it. A soldier fired into the
air, apparently setting off a panic in
the crowd.

Internet
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Iraq ‘too dangerous to rebuild’

BacHDAD, 19 June —British and American troops have to get a grip on Baghdad because lawlessne
hampering attempts to rebuild Iraq, the UK's international development secretary has warned.

are continuing to attempt to tackle
pockets of resistance and track down
illegal weapons stockpiles.

In the latestincident an American
soldier was killed by a sniper’s bul-
let while on patrol in Iraq, the US
military said on Tuesday.

Baroness Amos told the paper:
“The safety and security situation,
which we really need to get right to
enable us to really go for the recon-
struction effort, is slightly hamper-
ing things.”

The peer was appointed to the
post last month after her predeces-
sor Clare Short resigned over a draft
UN resolution being discussed at
the Security Council because she

poor planning for the looting and vio-
lence in Baghdad as she gave evidence
at a Commons inquiry into whether the
threat posed by Saddam Hussein was
exaggerated.

She told the Foreign Affairs Select
Committee the US administration “was
not properly prepared for its duties”.

Both she and fellow ex-minister
Robin Cook, who also quit the Cabinet
over Iraq, told the committee that gov-
ernment claims about the threat posed
by Saddam Hussein’s regime in the
build-up to war had been exaggerated.

Ms Short accused Tony Blair of a
“series of half truths, exaggerations,
reassurances that weren’t the case” in
the run-up to war.

Baroness Amos is so concerned
about the dangerous security situa-
tion in the Iraqi capital she has post-
poned a trip there.

The cabinet minister told the Fi-
nancial Timeshe coalition had failed
to anticipate the extent of problems in
the aftermath of Saddam Hussein.

Baroness Amos’ concerns came
days after the Home Office declared
Iraq was safe enough for it to start
asking asylum seekers to return.

The minister said that with hind-
sight there was “no doubt we would
all say there were things we did not
get right with respect to the planning
and administration”, she told the pa-
per.

Bulgaria to send
480 troops to Iraq

Soria, 19 June — Some 480 Bulgarian troops will
be sent to Irag on September 1 to help maintain
stability there, Brigadier Galimir Peglivanov, commander
of the Bulgarian Command of Operational Force, said
Tuesday. The peacekeeping contingent will first leave for
Kuwait in early August to have adaptive training there.

The Bulgarian troops will be included in the division in
northern Iraq, which was under the command of Poland, the
Bulgarian news agency reported.

The daily allowance for each Bulgarian soldier is ex-

But she added things had improved
since Paul Bremer took over as ad-
ministrator from retired US general
Jay Garner. Meanwhile US forces

was unhappy that it did not give the
UN its promised central role in re-
building Iraq.

On Tuesday Ms Short blamed

She said she presumed Mr Blair saw
the devices he used to get the UK to
back America against Iraq as “honour-
able deception”. — Internet

pected to be 60 US dollars.

The Bulgarian Parliament approved recently to send
some 500-strong peacekeeping force to Iraq to contribute to
the Gulf nation’s postwar reconstruction.— MNA/Xinhua

Concern over NZ troops in Iraq

BacHDAD, 19June—A Government MP has expressed concerns thatany New Zealal
troops sent to Iraq will get dragged into supporting an “illegal occupation”.

Defence Minister Mark Burton and De-
fence Force chief Air Marshall Bruce
Ferguson were quizzed by the foreign af-
fairs select committee today about an up-
coming deployment of army engineers to
Iraq. Progressive Coalition MP MattRobson
was concerned that “our people and weap-
ons” would be drawn into the “clearly ille-
gal occupation” by the United States and
British forces. He also believed those two
countries had “lied” about Iraq possessing
weapons of mass destruction.

Mr Burton said New Zealand’s views on
the Iraq war were clear and the troops’ rules
of engagement would be consistent with
that. The deployment of engineers empha-

soldiers — would have orders to act only in
self-defence.

The number of troops going and their exact
role was not yet finalised, but they would join
field engineers from the British 31st Brigade.

The 31st Brigade was currently preparing
to leave for Iraq in late July or early August.

Air Marshall Ferguson acknowledged dis-
affected Iragis would be unlikely to know the
engineers were New Zealanders or that they
were in Iraq under different rules and for
different reasons than the occupying forces.

“It is a dangerous place,” Air Marshall
Ferguson said. The troops’ training and
skills would help balance the risk, he said.

He was also aware US forces in the north
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Pedestrians pass by locked stores covered with metal shields in Salonica, part of

sised New Zealand’s role was one of recon- stepped up security in anticipation of anti-globalisation demonstrations while EU

of Iraq were being attacked more often than

struction not occupation.
AirMarshall Ferguson told MPs the engi-
neers — who were fully armed and trained

the British in the south, but he did not know
why. Ithad been his preference for the troops
to work alongside the British. —Internet

leaders meet nearby to discuss a blueprint for the EU constitution amid simmering
tensions over Iraq, farm spending and immigrationINTERNET

Study shows fried food
ingredient mutates DNA

WASHINGTON, 19 June—Acrylamides, cancer-causing
agents recently found in some fried and baked foods, dam-
age DNA by causing a spectrum of mutations, researchers
reported on Tuesday.

Swedish researchers caused a global furore in 2000
when they reported that acrylamides, used to purify water
and in other industrial processes, could be found in a range
of baked and fried foods. They seem to be formed by
exposing high-carbohydrate foods to high temperatures
such as those found in baking and frying.

Finnish PM to faceParliament over Iraq leak

HeLsinki, 19 June— Finland’s recently
elected prime minister said on Tuesday she
would face Parliament in a week to answer
questions about aleaked secret document on
Iraq that has undermined the Nordic coun-
try’s coalition government.

Commentators said the growing scandal
surrounding Anneli Jaatteenmaki has al-
ready sapped the influence of her Centre
Party in favour of its main coalition partner,
the Social Democrats. “This is serious, it’s a
big thing now... (but) my personal feeling is
that the government will survive this one,” a

government source told Reuters.
Jaatteenmaki is accused of using confi-
dential information about talks between her
predecessor Paavo Lipponen and US Presi-
dent George W. Bush on Iraq and other
issues as fuel for an attack on Lipponen
during parliamentary elections in March.
Shesaid Finland, which has been militarily
non-aligned since World War II, was too
close to Washington and notdoing enough to
promote a peaceful solution. The Centre
emerged from the vote as the largest party.
MNA/Reuters

The chemicals can cause cancer in laboratory animals
but have never been linked to human cancer.

Ahmad Besaratinia and Gerd Pfeifer of the City of
Hope National Medical Centre in Duarte, California found
that acrylamides can mutate DNA. Cells exposed to
acrylamide had more adducts — specific types of muta-
tions in the DNA — than untreated cells, they reported in
this week’s issue of the Journal of the National Cance
Institute.

They noted that they treated mouse cells only, not human
cells. They said the best way to find out if acrylamide causes
cancer in people is to do epidemiological studies — studies of
populations to see if people who eat more foods containing
acrylamides have higher rates of cancer.

One such study, published by US and Swedish research-
ers last January, found no link between acrylamide con-
sumption and the risk of bladder or kidney cancer.

Acrylamide experts Fredrik Granath of the Karolinska
Institute in Stockholm and Margareta Tornqvist of Stock-
holm University in Sweden, said the risk to any one person
from eating acrylamides is small and they would not recom-
mend changing nutritional guidelines.

MNA/Reuters

»Dg
us

soldiers search vehicles for weapons at a check point in Baghdad,
on 18 June, 2003-INTERNET

Texas prisoners
marry, may
honeymoon in
2036

SaN Antonio (Texas),19
June—Two Texas prisoners
who have never met were
married by proxy on Tues-
day in a San Antonio court-
room and can now look for-
ward to their honeymoon —
in 2036 at the earliest.

State District Judge
Johnny Gabriel married
Diane Zamora, 25, and
Steven Mora, 27, using her
mother and Mora’s friend as
stand-ins, Bexar County
Clerk Gerry Rickhoff said.

The husband and wife have
not met, but began writing
letters toeach other after Mora
saw Zamoraon television, his
family said. They are in pris-
ons 130 miles apart.

Zamora is a former US
Naval Academy midship-
man who, along with then-
boyfriend David Graham, an
Air Force Academy cadet,
was sentenced to life in
prison in a 1996 trial for the
murder of a 16-year-old girl
who was her romantic rival.

MNA/Reuters
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Bangladesh Islamists

US says “loose-knit”
Saddam backers

attacking troops

WasHINGTON, 19 June—The United States on Wednesday blamed a “loose-ki
group” of supporters of missing Iragi President Saddam Hussein for a surge in dead|

attacks on US troops in Iraq.

“There continue to be elements that sup-
port Saddam Hussein, there continue to be
loyalists to the Baath Party who want to
engage in violence,” White House spokes-
man Ari Fleischer told reporters.

He said a “loose-knit group of loyalists”
to Saddam were believed responsible for
sniper and other attacks but that US Defence
Department officials had detected no organi-
zational point for them.

In Iraq US forces said Saddam’s presi-
dential secretary and senior bodyguard, Abid
Hamid Mahmud al-Tikriti, had been cap-
tured on Monday. He was fourth on a US list
of 55 most wanted Iraqis and the highest
placed so far seized.

A US Army general also said his troops
on Wednesday raided two farmhouses near
Tikrit and seized millions of dollars appar-
ently set aside to pay bounties for killing
American soldiers. But he said attacks on the
troops were not slowing US efforts to normal-
ize life in the country. Since President George
W Bush declared on May 1 that major combat
operations were over, at least 42 US soldiers
have been killed in a spate of attacks in and
around Baghdad. Speaking ahead of a sched-
uled afternoon Pentagon news conference by
Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
Fleischer gave no sign that the United States
planned to increase the number of troops in
Iraq to confront the threat. — MNA/Reuters
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protest over
Powell visit

B

DHakA, 19 June — Hundreds of Bangladeshi Islamists and left-wing students

demonstrated in Dhaka on Wednesday ahead of a visit by US Secretary of State Colin

Powell.

Chanting anti-US slo-
gans and carrying banners
reading “We hate Powell”,
they protested over the kill-
ing of “thousands of Iraqi
people during the US-led
invasion”, witnesses said.

Powell is due in Dhaka
on Thursday for a brief visit
during a three-nation trip to
Asia and the Middle East.
He is due to hold talks with
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia and Foreign
Minister M Morshed Khan.

Britain wants
plea-bargaining for
top Iragis

Lonpon, 19 June— The British Government is urg-
ing Washington to offer top Iraqi prisoners their free-

dom in exchange for information about Saddam

Hussein and his alleged banned weapon$he Times
newspaper reported on Wednesday.

A British Government spokeswoman declined to ei-
ther confirm or deny the report, saying only: “We want to
check out the story properly and I’m not able to do that
at this time.”

The Timesaid British officials had told Washington
that the only way to track down former Iraqi president
Saddam and his disputed arsenal was to allow top-ranking
Iraqis, many of whom are being held in Baghdad, to plea
bargain.

It said that, to the “intense frustration” of the British,
the Americans had so far rejected the idea.”

We have been trying for ages to persuade the Ameri-
cans but they have come up with all kinds of legal argu-
ments,” the paper quoted one unnamed official as saying.

The British Government is under increasing pressure
to find the weapons which it cited as the justification for
going to war with Iraq in March.

Former Foreign Secretary Robin Cook, who quit the
Cabinet on the eve of the war, said on Tuesday it was
“inconceivable” that Iraqis could have kept weapons and
weapon-making equipment hidden for the two months
since the British and Americans occupied Iraq.

“We have now inspected every munitions storage fa-
cility in Iraq and have found no chemical or biological
weapons...” he said.

MNA/Reuters
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Authorities have clamped
extra-tight security on the
capital for Powell’s visit, the
first by a US secretary of
state since Henry Kissinger
came in 1973. “Don’t come
Powell, you are not welcome
here,” the protesters chanted
before dispersing peacefully.
The protesters included
activists of the radical Is-
lamic Constitution Move-
ment (ICM), the Bangladesh
Khelafat Andolan, the leftist
Bangladesh Workers Party
and left-wing students.
“We should not host
Americans like Powell, who
either killed or helped in the
killing of thousands of Mus-
lims in Afghanistan, Pales-
tine and Iraq,” Moulana
Hemayetuddin, a leader of
ICM, told the protesters.
The Bangladeshi Gov-
ernmentis very upbeat about
Powell’s visit, calling it a

Bangladeshi Islamists
chant anti-US slogans
during a protest on the
eve of a visit by Secretary
of State Colin Powell, in
Dhaka on 18 June, 2003
Powell is expected to
arrive in Dhaka on 19
June, as part of a
three-nation visit to
Southeast Asia and the
Middle East.—INTERNET

Khatami defends Iran’s right to
acquire advanced N-technology

TEeHERAN, 19 June— Iranian President Mohammad Khatami strongly defended
Iran’s right to acquire advanced nuclear technology while rejected “politically-
motivated and groundless accusations and pressures on Iran” on Wednesday.

Khatami reiterated
Iran’s readiness for coopera-
tion with the International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), demanding that
TAEA help Iran acquire the
nuclear energy know-how.

G

Rescuers tend to an Irg-

nian man sitting onthe ro
after setting himself on fi
during a protest near th
headquarters of the Fren
counter intelligenc
agency,
in Paris. At least three Irg-
nians setthemselves on
Wednesday afterthe age

on the offices of an Irani
opposition group, The Pe
ple’s Mujahedeen of Iral
The protest was the lates
in a series of dramatic pr

tests in Europe against

Tuesday’s crackdown

the Mujahedeen Khal
whichis listed as aterrorist
organization by the United

States and the Europegn

Union.— INTERNET

on 18 June, 2003

“The International
Atomic Energy Agency is
obliged to prepare for Iran’s
acquisition of nuclear know-
how according to the treaty
which we have signed,” the
official IRNA news agency
quoted the President as say-
ing. Iran, which is a party to
the Nuclear Non-prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT), is blam-
ing the international nuclear
watchdog for the sanctions
which Iran says has kept it
from acquiring the nuclear
energy technology. “We
have no problem on coop-

: ] Yeration with IAEA and have
led Tuesday a massive raid

always announced that we
reserve the right to acquire
" the advanced nuclear tech-
nology. We also hope that
members of NPT will help
Iran with cheaper and more
convenientacquisition of the
M nuclear know-how,” Kha-
tami said. In a response to
Washington’s allegations
that Iran intended to use its
nuclear energy programmes
as a cover to build weapons

of mass destruction, Khatami
said “Iran has always coop-
erated with IAEA and will
continue its cooperation in
order to make issues trans-
parent and dispel certain
charges.”

IAEA has called on Iran

seal of approval for Dhaka’s
moderate Islamic standing,
strong stance against terror-
ism and commitment to de-
mocracy. Bangladesh, one of
the world’s largest Muslim
countries with 130 million
people, supported President
George W Bush’s war on
terrorism following the Sep-
tember 11,2001, attacks, but
opted to keep a low profile
over the US-led offensive in
Iraq. — MNA/Reuters

Saddam
almost
certainly
still in Iraq

CANBERRA, 19 June—
The United States and its
allies in the war on Iraq
have little doubt that
former President Saddam
Hussein remains in Iraq
and will eventually be
caught, British Defence
Secretary Geoff Hoon said
on Wednesday.

“I think the fact that as
each day goes by we are suc-
cessfully rounding up still
more names on the list, that
shows that we are having
successes inlocating particu-
lar individuals and I’'m con-
fident thateventually we will
locate Saddam Hussein.”
Saddam’s fate since US, Brit-
ish and Australian forces
rolled into Baghdad two
months ago is unknown. US
officials say they believe he
survived airstrikes and at
least one letter and audio
message purportedly from
Saddam have appeared since
the end of the war on April 9.

MNA/Reuters

to sign an additional protocol
to the NPT, which paves the
way for surprise visits of the
country’s nuclear sites by
IAEA inspectors.

Khatamirepeated Iran’s
condition that it wanted the
sanctions removed if the
IAEA wanted Teheran to
sign the protocol.

“We do not seek any
privilege for joining this pro-
tocol. Ourdemandis because
of being a signatory of NPT,
all members of the treaty
have the right to be provided
with the nuclear technology,”
he said. Khatami said Iran
does not seek to acquire
atomic weapons. “We be-
lieve thathaving atomic arms
does not bring security.

MNA/Xinhua

llegal
immigrants
drown off Italy

RoME, 19 June — Ita-
lian military rescue ships
have recovered 11 bodies of
immigrants off the southern
Italian island of Lampedusa
after a boat bringing dozens
of illegal migrants to Italy
capsized, an official said on
Tuesday. Captain Elio
Gallinaro, a spokesman for
the central command of Ita-
ly’s Coast Guards, said the
rescue operation began after
a fishing ship picked up sev-
eral survivors on Monday
and raised the alarm.

MNA/Reuters
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Secretary-1 General Khin Nyunt presents cash prize to a player of victorious
Myanmar soccer team- MNA

"
Tl

P,
-18 Secretary-1 General Khin Nyunt presents cash prize to a player of victorious

U-18 Myanmar soccer team MNA

Thanks to Myanmar...

(from page 1)
Southeast Asia and Asia. Myanmar athletes who even
won world championship medals emerged then. It was an
unforgettable national pride for all the Myanmar people.

However, for certain reasons, the Myanmar sports came
to a decline, and the people lost hope on it. But Myanmar’s
nationalist spirit to win victories in international events
was also kept in the hearts of the Myanmar people.

The conviction of the government is that international
sports victory reflects the national dignity and flourishing
of patriotism; and that international sport victory helps
raise the dignity of the people. With this conviction, the
government is making efforts together with the people as
a national task to raise the standard of the nation’s sport.

Due to the harmonious efforts of the government and
the entire people, the nation is achieving the fruits includ-
ing national progress, economic development and improve
in the living standard. The public support for the sports is
also increasing significantly. These are all the results of
the strong nationalistic fervour of the people.

The public support and desire for a Myanmar victory
at the U-18 matches was amazingly active.

The national entrepreneurs achieving economic suc-
cess due to the encouragement of the government are
taking part in the State’s health, education, social, reli-
gious and development undertakings. They are also con-
tributing to the development of the Myanmar sports.

It is very encouraging to note that national entrepre-
neurs awarded K 90.1 million and the State Peace and
Development Council US$ 31,500 to the Myanmar team
for its victories throughout the ASEAN U-18 Football
Championship.

He said he would like to express words of honour to
Kanbawza Bank Limited which had constantly striven for
advancement of Myanmar football. Since the year 2000,
Kanbawza Bank Ltd had been providing cash assistance
to Myanmar selected football team, men’s and women’s
football teams and youth football teams which took part
in international events. The bank provided the expenses
for training, meal and monthly cash allowances for foot-
ballers including coaches. To date since 2000, it has spent
over K 672.9 million, over US$ 72,400 and over 550,000
Thai Bahts for ensuring the advancement of Myanmar

football. He said he would like to express thanks to it on
behalf of the Government as well as the footballers.

The Myanmar footballers were found to be striving
hard with strong determination in unison for enhancing
the prestige and dignity of the nation and the people.
Being good athletes, they played with team spirit instead
of trying to win individual prestige. In their matches, they
were found to be playing with zeal, unity, perseverence
and diligence. Accordingly, they won full support and
unanimous encouragement of the public. Such good tra-
ditions are to be preserved well. With zealous endeav-
ours, high spirit, proper training and united efforts,
Myanmar footballers stood first in ASEAN U-17 football
tournament last year and ASEAN U-18 football tourna-
ment this year.

Therefore, he said, he would like to urge the victori-
ous Myanmar footballers, amid the earnest support of the
people, to strive with perseverance, efforts and morale in
order to maintain the already-achieved success in future,
to contribute as outstanding footballers towards selected
Myanmar football team and to achieve continued success
in international matches.

He expressed his belief that thanks to the efforts of the
new generation youths, Myanmar football standard will
surely reach that of the heyday of Myanmar football in
the near future.

On behalf of the government, he would like to thank
Myanmar football fans roaring “We are Myanmars” dur-
ing the matches supported and encouraged the victorious
Myanmar footballers with enthusiastic patriotism and na-
tionalistic spirit and fervour, and called on them to con-
tinue supporting the efforts of the government.

On behalf of the government, the Secretary-1 thanked
the Kanbawza Bank Ltd, national entrepreneurs and re-
spective ministries that contributed towards the Myanmar
youth soccer team throughout the tournament to win the
trophy.

In conclusion, the Secretary-1 said that, on behalf of
the State and the people, he took pride in the victory of
Myanmar soccer team who had brought honour to the
State and the people and then he wished the Myanmar
youth footballers achieving repeated victories to become
outstanding players who can bring honour to the nation
and the people.

Afterwards, the Secretary-1 presented prizes and cer-
tificates of honour to the manager of the Myanmar youth
football team, Deputy Director-General of Sports and
Physical Education Department U Thein Aung, coaches
and footballers individually.

Then, a midfield player Myo Min Tun spoke words of
thanks.

Also present at the ceremony were Secretary-2 of the
State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Soe Win,
members of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-
Gen Thein Sein and Lt-Gen Tin Aye, Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers, Chair-
man of Myanmar Olympic Committee Minister for Sports
Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint, the Yangon City mayor,
deputy ministers, the vice mayor, members of Myanmar
Olympic Committee, officials of the State Peace and
Development Council office, the general secretary of
MOC, the director-general of the Sports and Physical
Education Department, the president and executives of
Myanmar Football Federation, chairmen and officials of
the Myanmar sports federations, representatives of social
organizations, wellwishers, the manager of the victorious
Myanmar youth football team, coaches, youth footballers
and guests. Later, the Secretary-1, Myanmar National
Olympic Council members and guests enjoyed the dinner
together with the victorious football team manager, coaches
and footballers. — MNA

Midfielder Myo Min Tun of victorious U-18 Myanmar
soccer team expresses thanksvina

Buddhist Literature Award presentation ceremony held

YANGON, 19 June — The second
Buddhist Literature Award presentation
ceremony, sponsored by Missionary
Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita Bhaddanta
Vepunla of Japan, was held at Maha
Sasana Vepunla Monastery on
Gyartawya Road in Bahan Township
this morning, attended by Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development Council
Chairman Yangon Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint Swe.

Also present were members of the
Sangha led by Vice-Chairman Sayadaw
of State Sangha Maha Nayaka Commit-
tee Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru Pre-
siding Nayaka Sayadaw of
Aungmyaybonsan Monastery Bhaddanta
Panfnindabhivamsa, Deputy Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Aung
Ko, Adviser to the State Peace and
Development Council office U Arnt
Maung, Director-General of the Reli-
gious Affairs Department Dr Myo
Myint, Director-General of the Depart-

ment for Promotion and Propagation of
the Sasana U Sann Lwin, Commander
of No (3) Military Region Col Tint San,
Secretary of Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Lt-Col Kyaw Tint,
Chairman of Yangon West District Peace
and Development Council Lt-Col Maung
Maung Shein, disciples, award winning
members of the Sangha and nuns and
guests. First, Commander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe and the congregation received the
Five Precepts from Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Panfiinda-bhivamsa. Then, Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Vepunla delivered an
Ovadakatha on the purpose of present-
ing the awards.

Afterwards, the commander, the
deputy minister and officials presented
offertories to Sayadaws and members of
the Sangha. Later, Commander Maj-Gen
Myint Swe, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen
Thura Aung Ko and officials presented
awards to 20 members of the Sangha, 6
nuns and 17 lay persons. — MNA

SARS prevention

of SARS from

* There is no outbreak of SARS in Myanmar.
* Preventive measures are being taken against the spred

other countries.

* The people are urged to participate in the project.

Myanmar to take part in Thailand Travel Mart-2003

YANGON, 19 June —
Work coordination meeting
on  participation  of
Myanmar in Thailand
Travel Mart-2003 to be held
in conjunction with wonder-
ful countries of Mekong
Sub-region exhibition of the
countries in the Greater
Mekong region at Bangkok
International Trade and Ex-
hibition Center (BITEC),
Bangkok, Thailand, from 16
to 18 September was held

at the Kandawgyi Palace
Hotel here yesterday.

It was attended by Di-
rector-General U Khin
Maung Latt of the Directo-
rate of Hotels and Tourism,
Managing Director U Htay
Aung of Myanma Hotels
and Tourism Services, offi-
cials of the Ministry of
Hotels and Tourism, mem-
bers of Myanmar Hoteliers
Association and Myanmar
Tour Operators Association,

hoteliers and tour operators
in Yangon and representa-
tives of airlines.
Director-General U
Khin Maung Latt explained
the marketing arrangements
and urged hoteliers and rep-
resentatives of airlines to
strive for the promotion of
tourism in Myanmar. Then,
the director-general replied
to the queries raised by
those present.
MNA
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The target of thunderbolt

Moe Shin

“We may lose our independence easily in a sh
time and will fall under subjugation, if we stay inatte
tively. But it will take many lives, much blood and s
and time to regain it.”

Senior General Than Shw

Myanmars had to live under enslavement for
about 62 years. The people from some regions of the
nation had to face oppression for 123 years under the
colonialist occupation. But Myanmars were somewhat
fortunate when compared to the nations which had lived
under oppression for 200 or 300 years. The colonialists
disliked Myanmars who were difficult to enslave and
who had launched a tenacious struggle to free their
nation.

Bogyoke Aung San stayed away from the
colonialists, for, he disliked their many ways of wick-
edness and treachery. Thus, he didn’t join the Com-
monwealth after the nation regained total independence.
Straightforward persons do not want to deal with or
make friends with the wicked and those who are fond
of tricks.

Despite the colonialists’ sweet words of democ-
racy, human rights and other rights, their blood stained
fangs and claws and their weapons stand as a firm proof
of their domination and bullying practices. But they can-
not trick Myanmars, who are equipped with great knowl-
edge at present. Thus, they with extreme anger and de-
sire are trying to threaten the nation. Let it be.

“Man is a part of nature, and his war again

orature is inevitably a war against himself.”
n- Rachel Carson
eat First, we theoretically learn that war is bad, and
from the books we come to know that peace is benefi-
ecial. Thanks to the novel “War and Peace” by Leo
Tolstoy, I have learnt about the practical lives of some
village people falling into poverty because of war. In
addition, I have come to understand the evil consequences
of war and the developments that peace will bring to us.
So bad, there are some elements who are trying
to blow up explosives, plant mines and brutally murder
passengers to start a war, unrest and instability. But, I
want to ask them two questions. How many people need
to die to serve your interest? Haven't you made an as-
sessment of the fact that it is foolish to dream of finding
pleasure while sitting on the corpses?
We already faced the bitter experiences of the
1988 unrest, during which a large number of innocent
persons were beheaded for no apparent reason, not a
single place was safe, the people had to guard their own
houses and property and live in fear and anxiety, public
and State-owned property including factories were plun-
dered and looted, the State suffered great losses in many
sectors, all operations and functions of enterprises and
departments came to a halt, the people faced difficul-
ties in fulfilling their basic needs, anarchy ruled the
nation and many kinds of evil things did occur. In this
regard, I would like to say that the conspiracies from
sbutside and inside the nation for recurrence of the unrest

were so frightening.

Others in the neighbourhood are developing. So
we too should develop like them. However, there must
be peace and stability and security for development. All
the regions of the nation including the border areas, where
the sound of guns and bombs is silent for a decade or
so, are rapidly developing and prospering.

There will be development only if there is peace
and stability.

Peace and stability is still prevailing in the nation
thanks to the active and collective efforts of the entire
people to safeguard and maintain the rule of law and
community security. The genuine desire of the people is
to see progress and prosperity. It is sure that those who
want to push the nation into poverty, instability and un-
rest will be severely punished by the people. No one likes
the attempts to weaken the nation.

So, do not even think about trying to cause unrest
and confrontation, coerce others, put everything on the
road to total destruction, blow up explosives and make
instigation. Those who try to go against the objective con-
ditions are like hanging themselves. Nobody can confront
and launch war against the truth and justice. So, do not
betray the truth. Do not commit unjust acts. If you do,
you will be wrong.

Besides, in accord with the belief of Myanmars,
such a person will be hit by a thunderbolt.

FETE T

(Translation: TMT)

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects
coal mine and agricultural

projects...

(from page 16)
commander on implementation of the project for reclama-
tion of 300 acres of land for cultivation of honey orange,
cultivation of 24,000 honey orange plants in 130 acres of
reclaimed land and arrangements of meeting the target for
cultivation.

Then, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and party inspected honey
orange trees and had a documentary photo taken with
officials of Lin Tun Company.

It is learnt that a tree produces 300 fruits and gets
K 50 per fruit in the market.

Next, they also saw over the successful plantations
in Naungmon Village by motorcade.

They then inspected the drycell factory of
Shwemyin Hnakaung Industrial Co Ltd in Maihan Vil-
lage-tract in Kaungkha Ward, Lashio Township, where
factory manager explained manufacturing process with the
use of charts.

The factory produces between 22,000 to 23,000
drycells per day and transported to Shan State (North),
Mandalay, Monywa, Magway and Sagaing.

They then went to the site chosen for feedstuff
factory of Kokang national cultural troupe and 50-ton
feedstuff factory of TPA Company. There, Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe urged the officials concerned to produce the feedstuff
as targeted.

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe spent the night in Lashio.

MNA
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Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and
party inspect thriving high
yield paddy plantation at
Humon irrigated area in

Lashio, Shan State.
‘MNA

Commander’s

YANGON, 19 June —
The opening ceremony of
Yangon Command Com-
mander’s Shield (2003) shoot-

e

& 5 :
Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe opens Yangon Command Commander’s Shield Shooting Championstip.€oMmaND

Shield shooting contest opens

ing contest was held at the
shooting range of the local
battalion in Mingaladon
Townshipthismorning. Chair-

man of Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe attended the cer-
emony.

Also present at the
ceremony were Commander
of No2 Military Region Brig-
Gen Myo Myint and military
region commanders, station
commanders, senior military
officers of the command, of-
ficers, other ranks, and fami-
lies of battalions and units
under the command, and fans.

First, the commander
made a speech and formally
opened the contest. A total
of 18 teams are participat-
ing in the contest that will
continue up to 28 June.

‘ MNA
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The Ayeyawady as proof — 1

U Zaw

Originating in the area lying in the far north of the
nation in Kachin State, the Ayeyawady River meanders
through Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway and Bago divisions
in the plains, and splits into many watercourses including
Ngawun, Dakah, Shwelaung, Panmawady, Yazutaing,
Gonnyindan, Bogale, Pyapon, Thandi and Toe rivers before
draining into the sea. Annually, over 1,000-mile long river
deposits a large volume of fertile soil and forms the
invaluable delta for the nation near the end of its course.

Thus, the fertile land formed by the mighty river is
called the Ayeyawady Delta or the Ayeyawady Division.
Like the river, the division is also famous.

As the Ayeyawady is the nation’s artery, it has
relationship with the Myanmar’s history of progress. The
river stands witness to Myanmar history. So also, the
division serves as the proof to Myanmar’s progress.

Among the 14 states and divisions of the Union,
Ayeyawady Division has the largest cultivation area with
nearly 4.4 million acres. In addition, as the division
possesses the largest number of natural lakes, roughly
over 1,700 water bodies, and is lying contiguous to the
sea, it is running a large sea and fresh water fish and
prawn farming. Thus, the division, with excellent economic
potentials, is selling its surplus rice and fish and prawns
to other states and divisions, especially to Yangon Division.

Unfortunately in the past, the division had to mainly
rely on the waterways in transporting its goods to markets.
Transport was difficult in the region then as motor roads
of over 460 miles in total could be found only in the areas
— Pathein, Hinthada and Myanaung. Travelling by boat
from one place to another took much time and caused
delays in business operations.

As Head of State Senior General Than Shwe had
served as the command commander in Ayeyawady
Division once, he knows too well about the transport
difficulties of the division. In this regard, he gave guidance
on building miles and miles of new roads and large and
small bridges at necessary places in the division. The
successive command commanders have also made efforts
to improve the regional transport infrastructure. Local
authorities at different levels and the people understand
the goodwill of the superior body and dutifully perform
the assigned task.

Thanks to the energetic and harmonious efforts of
the government and the people of the division, a network
of roads and bridges linking the townships has emerged
in the region. Sadly, there were accusations concerning
the issue of forced labour since the start of road projects
in the division. But now, cars are travelling safely on the
roads. The major bridges, which were just a dream for the
division in the past, emerged within a short period. Thirty-
eight major bridges including Bo Myat Tun, Maubin,
Dedaye, Myaungmya, Pinlelay, Gonnyindan, Shwelaung,
Wakema bridges are serving as links between the regions
in the division.

Maubin-Kyaiklat-Pyapon, Pyapon-Bogale, Dedaye-
Kyaiklat, Maubin-Hsamalauk, Pantanaw-Wakema-
Kyonmange, Myaungmya-Einme-Kyaunggon, Hinthada-
Myanaung, Hinthada-Zalun-Danubyu, Pathein-Chaungtha
and Pathein-Ngwe Hsaung roads came into being together
with the Yangon-Pathein Highway. Some of the roads
including Pathein-Thalatkhwa-Mawtin road are being
upgraded into laterite roads. The total length of all tar

roads, laterite roads and earth roads in the division is
about 1,300 miles. On completion of two or three more
major bridges, motorways will link almost all the towns
in the division.

The roads and the bridges are the indicators
showing the development of the division’s transport sector.
The journeys which took many hours in the past can be
travelled in a matter of hours.

“It takes only three hours to travel between Yangon
and Pathein.”

“Travellers leaving Yangon in the early morning
can have lunch at Ngwe Hsaung beach or Chaungtha
beach.”

“A visit to Pyidawbyan Buddha Image in Zalun
from Yangon is just a day’s trip.”

“Hinthada is only four hours' drive from Yangon.”

“It takes only six hours to reach Pyapon from
Yangon.”

These are not dreams. It is not possible to state in
this article all the roads that cut travelling time. But one
sure thing is that the roads and the bridges are the results
of the harmonious and energetic efforts which lead to
rapid development.

In the past, there were only two auto-exchange
stations, 29 manual exchange stations totalling 31 in the
division. Now there are seven auto-exchange stations and
68 manual exchange stations totalling 75. Forty-four new
exchange stations have been erected and the number of
telephone lines have reached 15,734. Fax machines have
been introduced to the division. Moreover, under the rural
development project, 18 villages now have telephones.
Arrangements are under way to install phones at 16 more
villages. All the towns in Ayeyawady Division including
Hainggyi Island and Chaungtha and Ngwe Hsaung beaches
are now covered by the telephone network. Revenues from
telephone business reached over K 177 million at present,
up from only K 9.8 million in the past.

Officials are saying with full confidence that the
setting up of an ICT Park in Pathein is possible at present.

The people in the division have understood the
fact that economic, trade, health and education
development depends on better transport and
communication. Actually, the transport sector in all states
and divisions are developing with added momentum.
Ayeyawady Division has become the symbol of progress.

The division possessing the good natural conditions
is developing rapidly together with improvement in the
transport infrastructure. The division’s per capita income
is over K 100,000. The division was enjoying 14.5 per
cent annual economic growth during the period of four
years from 1998-99 to 2001-2002.

As it is contributing nearly 15 per cent to the
nation’s gross domestic income, it is a reliable division
for the country in the national economy. The economic
ups and downs in Ayeyawady Division reflect the national
economy. While the division is achieving 14.5 per cent
economic growth per year, it may be simply calculated
that the nation is also achieving 10.4 per cent annual
economic growth and the material development in the
division is serving as proof that Ayeyawady Division is
achieving economic progress.

(Translation: TMT)
(Myanma Alin: 19-6-2003)

People’s Desire

acting as stooges, holding negative views

* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability
of the State and progress of the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive
elements as the common enemy

* Oppose those relying on external elements,

Use daylight as the main source of light
*  Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light
*  Use the least possible amount of electricit
required in production and service enter-
prises
*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others
There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving g
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River
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A ceremony to provide educational cash assistance
student uniforms for children of staff of the Shan S
Police Force was held at the Shan State Police Fo|
Office in Taunggyi on 13-6-2003. Head of Shan St

Drug traffickers sentenced

YANGON, 19 June — A combined team comprising
members of local intelligence unit, Bhamo Special Anti-
drug Squad, and local police force, on 19 June 2002,
searched the two suspects Thant Win Sein and Kyan Yin
Htant near 7th mile Village in Momeik Township and
seized 2.46 kilos of raw opium. The two suspects confessed
that owners were Nay Win and Nyi Nyi of Kandaw Ward,
Bhamo. In connection with the case, action was taken
against Thant Win Sein, son of U Hla Moe, of Mawhan
Village, Mohnyin Township, Kyan Yin Htant, son of U
Aik Tun, of Phankhargon Village, Bhamo, Nay Win, son
#hdU Ohn Maung and Nyi Nyi, son of U Laurant, of

afentwa Village, Mabein Township, under Sections 15/19
€4)/21 of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
afeaw by Momauk Police Station. On 21 May, Bhamo

Police Force Police Col Thura Tin Hla gives away District Court sentenced each of them to 20 years’

cash assistance at the ceremony.(1)

imprisonment under the law. — MNA
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A vanished bird

rediscovered in Myanmar

Article by Aung Naing Oo ¢ Htay Aung; Photos by ‘szl‘I‘Z)

A group of
Myanmar and foreign orni-
thologists from Wild-bird
Adventure Travels and
Tours (WATT) rediscov-
ered a bird called Gurney’s
Pitta in Kawthoung District
in Taninthayi Division dur-
ing the third week of May
this year. The bird was sup-
posed to have been an ex-
tinct species and the last
time it was seen in
Myanmar was about 90
years ago.

The bird is a re-
stricted range species and
said to live in the tropical
evergreen forest. It used to
be found in the area be-
tween latitudes 7 degree and
12 degree, that is, in the
area between Kawthoung
and Lay-hnya in Myanmar
and in Prachatkhirikhan just
north of Pukhet in Thailand.

The discovery of
Gurney’s Pitta in Lay-hnya
area, Taninthayi Division,
Myanmar, was first re-
corded in May, 1875, and it

Endangered species named Gurney's

area. Therefore, the world
has provided millions of
dollars to Thailand every
year so that the latter will
be able to prevent the re-
maining pittas from extinc-
tion. It is also learnt that the
remaining one percent of
the tropical evergreen for-
est is being conserved as a
protected forest.

The conversation of
the tropical evergreen for-
est, the natural habitat of
Gurney’s pittas, is critically
important to their continued
existence. However, as the
tropical evergreen forest is
the most suitable for oil
palm plantations, the con-
tinued existence of the pittas
is increasingly threatened by
the rapid clearance of the
forest. Although only one
percent of that kind of for-
est can be conserved in the
other country, Myanmar is
in a position to conserve al-
most 50 percent of the habi-
tat of the endangered spe-
cies.

nature conversation.

After doing the sur-
vey work from 13 to 26
May this year, the team
found 21 pairs of pittas (42
birds) and the work was
halted due to continuous
torrential rain. If it could
have been continued, more
pittas would have been
found. The number of pittas
found in Myanmar are more
than that of Thailand and
the survey work will also
be conducted in coming
years, it is learnt.

After a 60-year gap,
WATT rediscovered White-
browed Nuthatch at
Natmataung (Mt. Victoria)
National Garden in Chin
State in April, 1995, and
Blyth’s Tragopan in
Phonganrazi region in
Kachin State in January and
February, 1998.

Due to these
rediscoveries, bird-lovers
are making trips to the re-
gions now.

Throughout the sur-

S

Pitta that can be found in an area bety

latitudes 7 degree and 12 degree of Myanmar and Thailand.

was also found around
Ranong in Thailand a few
years later. It is said that the
bird was last found in
Myanmar in 1914 and in
Thailand in 1936. It had not
been found ever since and
therefore was presumed
extinct.

Gurney’s Pittas re-
surfaced in Thailand in
1986 and, when continued
search for them was made
in Khanawchuchi, 39 pairs
were found. However, only
one percent of the tropical
evergreen forest remained
because of the clearance of
the forest during the 15
years that followed. As a
result, only 12 pairs were
found to be living in that

A team of conserva-
tionists from WATT com-
prising Myanmar ornitholo-
gist Dr Htin Hla, U Sein
Myo Aung (Ko Pan) and U
Saw Moses, and Mr
Jonathan Eames of Birdlife
International, made a field
trip to Kawthoung District
in Taninthayi Division to
search for endangered spe-
cies of birds with the assist-
ance of the Ministry of Ho-
tels and Tourism, local or-
gans of power and the For-
est Department. The object
of the team was to prove
the existence of Gurney’s
pittas in Myanmar to inter-
national organizations on
conservation of birds and to
contribute to her efforts for

R g
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Ornithologists from h
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ome and abroad who discovered Gurney’s Pitta.

5

vey work in Kawthoung, the
team recorded a total of 222
species. Gold-Whiskered
Barbet (Megalaima Chry
sopogon) Refous backed
Kingfisher (Ceyx rufidorsa),
vEagam-Vented Bulbul

(Pycnonotus Simplex) and
Long-Billed Spiderhunter

(Arachnothera robusta),
which they had thought
would never exist in
Myanmar, were also re-
corded.

Besides, the discov-
ery of such endangered spe-
cies as Plain-Pouched
Hornbill (Aceros

Subruficollis), Wallace’s

Hawk Eagle (Spizaetus

nanus), Lesser Adjutant

(Leptoptilos javanicus) was

also recorded, it is learnt.
sk sk

(Translation: Ko Nyi)
sk sk

(Kyemon: 18-6-2003)
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Thousands of h:n:lr_-. are wailting to give you
knowledge free of charge

ADUVUERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK CAUTION

GENERAL MOTORS
CORPORATION, a Dela-
ware corporation, of West
Grand Boulevard and Cass
Avenue, City of Detroit, State
of Michigan48202,U.S.A.,is
the Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 1371/1979
in respect of “Motor driven
vehicles, internal combustion
engines, accessories and de-
vices of all kinds for motor
driven vehicles and engines,
electrical apparatus of all
kinds, measuring and scien-
tificapparatusincluding spark
plug porcelains, spark plug
parts, radio spark plugs, resis-
tors for preventing resistance
system from interfering with
radio apparatus, radio spark
plug testing devices, devices
and machines for cleaning
spark plugs, abrasive com-
pound for cleaning spark
plugs, ignition cables, termi-
nals forelectrical connections,
pumps, combined fuel and
vacuum pumps, filters, oil and
gasoline filters, oil and gaso-
line strainers, speedometers,
speedometers driving mecha-
nism, tachometers for general
use, film speed indicators,
ammeters, oil gauges, pres-
sure operated gauges,
thermogauges, temperature
indicating devices and appa-
ratus, liquid level indicators,
air cleaners, air cleaners for
internal combustion engines,
combined air cleaners and in-
take silencers, combined air
cleaners and flame arresters,
intake silencers, automatic
chokes, crank case breathers,
instrument panels, revolution
counters of all kinds,
odometers, reflex signals, re-
pair and replacement parts of
all such devices, parts and
accessories of all such parts.”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A.,HGP,DBL

for GENERAL MOTORS
CORPORATION

P.O. Box 60, Yangon.
Dated: 20 June, 2003

WE URGENTLY NEED YOU :-
(LOCAL SERVICE ONLY)
ATTRACTIVE SALARY IN KYATS

(1) General Ledger Accountant—(1) post (Female or Male

- B.Com with minimum 5 years experience
as an Accountant.
(2) Chief Accountant — (1) post (Female or Male)

- B.Com, C.P.A with minimum 5 years experience in
manufacturing and trading as a Chief Accountant
MUST
Furtherstudiesinaccounting and business management would
be a priviledge

- Good command of English

- Excellent in Microsoft Excel and Access softwares and

work under the supervision of our Financial Controller

(3) Secretary— (1) post (Female)

- Single - age 28 - 35 years

- University Graduate, Good command of English

- Workunder pressure, well-bred, pleasant, hard-working,

good memory
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- Computer literate with typing skill : 45 w.p.m condedoudupgéolonpdi
Should you possess the above qualifications, please submit Q)O'JES E [p) (DGES oc %8
yourself your hand-written application in English with a ? f Oi
current photo with the copy of labour registration between |:| J@9§>0@
5-6 pm every day and personal interview on the spot to :
Tradition (Myanmar)
MANGOSTEEN MANSION [ m_.lﬂnz 3.}.‘&_ E CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
24-INYA MYAING ROAD, GOLDEN VALLEY Ll
(IN FRONT OF MINGALAR GARDEN H OTEL) .|-|.1:‘- - :llﬂllll: '_Lmé MV SEA BRIGHT VOY NO( )
BAHAN TOWNSHIP s otlntim LI ad = Consignees of cargo carried on MV SEA BRIGHT
YANGON i, Moo szl | | Voy No () which arrived on 19-6-03 are hereby notified
b St g U r e, oxr | | that their cargo will be discharged into the premises of
TRADE MARK CAUTION 459% of e emale gl Joeedae | | ASTA WORLD PORT TERMINAL where it will lie at
. - m g et .
NOTICE is hereby given . R Ase Rt WaLE ) hhe consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
that Fusisawa Prarmaceu - | EStONIANS use '.'I'“I:"t' Tl byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
TicaL Co., Ltp. of 4-7, e Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
Doshomachi- 3 chome, Internet £ 3 . "

Chuo-ku, Osaka, Japan, is
the Owner and Sole Proprie-
tor of the following trade-
mark:-

Fixef
(Reg: No. IV/2117/2003)
In respect of:-
“Pharmaceutical prepa-
rations and substances”
Any fraudulent imitation
or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other in-
fringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to
law.
U Kyi Win,
B.Com., B.L.
for Fusisawa PHARMACEU -
TicaL Co., LTp.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone : 372416
Dated : 20th June 2003

Drive safely

Riga, 19 June — Some
45 per cent of Estonians be-
tween the age of 15 and 74
use the Internet, shows apoll
released recently.

Some 59,000 new
Internet users have been
added within a year, the poll
says.

The growth in the
number of Internet users is
the result of the increase in
home computer owners and
more convenient Internet
access.

Half of the families with
kidshaveacomputerathome
and most of them can get
access to the Internet, the
poll shows.

The growth has been
faster among kids, with two-
thirds of kids in the age of 6-
14 using the Internet, com-
pared with one-third of teen-
ager Internet users a year
ago, according to the poll.

Estonia is a Baltic state
with a population of
1,350,000.

MNA/Xinhua
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11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: ADVANCE CONTAINER

LINES
Phone : 256914/256908/256924

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV YANGON STAR VOY NO(329)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV YANGON STAR
Voy No (329) which arrived on 19-6-03 are hereby
notified that their cargo will be discharged in to the
premises of M.LT.T Terminal where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: EAGLE CO RPORATION,

SINGAPORE
Phone : 256914/256908/256924
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ARF calls for cooperation in
maintaining maritime security

Prnom PenH, 19 June — The ongoing 10th ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF
appealed here Wednesday for further cooperation in containing piracy and othe

threats to maritime security.

In a statement, ARF said piracy and the
terrorist attacks on vulnerable sea shipping
threaten the growth of the Asia-Pacific Re-
gion and disrupt the stability of global com-
merce.

It agreed to work together to maintain
maritime security by combating piracy and
armed-robbery and seeking early imple-
mentation of the comprehensive amend-
ment to the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea and relative codes on
maritime security.

It said reinforced bilateral and multilat-
eral maritime cooperationamong ARFmem-
bers is necessary to combat piracy.

The forum urged the participants to pro-
vide, where and when possible, technical
assistance and capacity-building infrastruc-

ture to countries that need help in develop-
ing necessary laws and extending training
on fighting piracy.

It also suggested to enhance ARF partici-
pants’ ability to share information domesti-
cally and internationally as a vital compo-
nent in the fight against piracy and armed-
robberies.

The forum agreed to endorse the ongoing
efforts to establish a legal framework for
regional cooperation to combat piracy and
armed-robberies against ships.

In 2002, ASEAN (Association of South-
East Asian Nations) and China signed the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the
South China Sea to safeguard the regional
security, particularly maritime security.

MNA/Xinhua

An Indian woman holds her umbrella while walking on the street during pre-monsoon
rain in New Delhi, on 18 June , 2003. Monsoon rains brought down temperatures
across parts of India, easing a severe heat wave that has killed nearly 1,400 people in
South Asia in three weeksINTERNET

Chinese, UM s meet

on ASEAN sideline

PunoMm Peng, 19 June—
Chinese Foreign Minister Li
Zhaoxing met with his US
counterpart Colin Powell
here Wednesday on the side-
line of ASEAN meetings.

Li said that not long ago,
Chinese President Hu Jintao
and US President George
Bush had a fruitful meeting
in Evian of France, laying a
good foundation for the fu-
ture development of the Sino-
US relations. He hoped the
two sides would do a good
jobin carrying out the com-
mon understanding reached

ferences and make new
progress in pushing forward
the bilateral relations of
constructive cooperation.
Li added that to the Chi-
nese Government and the
Chinese people, the Taiwan
issue has always been and
still is the most important,
most sensitive one in the
Sino-US relations, and
hoped the US side would
keep to the one China policy
and its own promises and
take practical actions to safe-
guard the relations.
MNA/Xinhua

ASEAN, UNDP sign $1.45m partnership agreem Uapanese

PHNnom PenH, 19 June— The Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEA
and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) signed Wednesda
document to implement the 1.45 million US dollars ASEAN-UNDP Partnershi

Facility.

The facility will provide analytical and
advisory support services to ASEAN to
address current and emerging issues in the
integration within ASEAN and with other
countries. Under the agreement, the three-
year partnership facility will focus on hu-
man development, globalization and eco-
nomic governance.

Newer members of ASEAN like Cam-
bodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam will
receive assistance to integrate them with
multilateral arrangements such as the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and
the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The focus of the facility istohelp ASEAN

members develop innovative approaches to
the Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI)
and develop the conceptual framework of
the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC),
and boost the region’s economic competi-
tiveness. UNDP Administrator Mark
Malloch Brown said UNDP is delighted to
renew the partnership with the ASEAN to
address the economic disparity among the
bloc’s members. ASEAN Secretary-Gen-
eral Ong Keng Yong, who signed the agree-
ment, said “The UNDP has a well-estab-
lished way of organizing things and execut-
ing projects and we’ve done much with the
help from the UNDP.”"—MNA/Xinhua

by the two leaders,
strengthen high-level ex-
changes, expand dialogue
and cooperation in various
areas, handle properly dif-

Russia to launch 35 military satellites in 2003 Polish paramedic

NASA delays
next Mars
rover launch

CaPE CANAVERAL, 19

Moscow, 19 June— Russian space forces
plan to launch 35 military satellites this year,
Defence Minister Sergei Ivanov said Wednes-
day. Ivanov said eight of the planned launches
have already been carried out, the Interfax
news agency reported.

In 2002 the space forces conducted 17
launches and put 22 satellites into orbit.
Russia currently has some 100 military and
dual-purpose satellites, said Ivanov, adding

that by 2006-2008 up to half of the satellites
“will be dual-purpose”.

He called for further development of the
satellite fleet in the interests of the armed
forces.

“Without a space component, we cannot
speak of army reforms or the formation of
advanced armed forces,” he said after his
visiting Energia Rocket and Space Corpo-
ration. — MNA/Xinhua

charged with
killing patients

‘WaRrsaw, 19 June— Pros-
ecutors said on Tuesday they
had charged a Polish
paramedic with killing two
emergency patients for profit
ina grisly twist to an alleged

June — NASA said on
Tuesday it would delay by
a day to June 26 the launch
of its next Mars rover,
the second leg of an 800-
million US dollars robotic
exploration of the Red
Planet.

The 24-hour delay had
been expected because the
first of the twinrovers, which
was launched June 10, was
delayed two days by bad
weather at its Florida launch
pad, giving NASA less
time to prepare the second
rover’s Delta 2 rocket for
lift-off.

The two rovers, named
Spirit and Opportunity, each
about a size of a small golf
cart or large lawn mower,
are set to reach Mars in
January, landing in areas
scientists believe were once
lake and river beds.

MNA/Reuters

This is an artist illustration of Japan’s first Mars-bound probe Nozomi carried on twe has admitted actually
Website of Japan’s Institute of Space and Astronautical Science. Five years late, lo
and with its heating system on the blink, the 11 billion yen (US$88 million) Nozomie@rived the kick-backs,
‘Hope’ appears to be in serious trouble. Mission controllers trying to keep the mission aliie Malgorzata Glapska,
are to face a major test on 19 June , 2003, when Nozomi is scheduled to make it sposedwoman for the
swingby of Earth. The manoeuvre is intended to use the Earth’s gravity as a slingshot tpiseadtors’ office in Lodz.

the probe on its final trajectory to Mars. Experts admit the probe is limpibgErRNET

scam run by ambulance
crews and funeral parlours.

The paramedic, identified
only as Andrzej N, had ad-
mitted giving lethal doses of
Pavulon, a muscle relaxant,
to two patients in 2000 and
2001 to get a cut of their
state funeral benefits, pro-
secutors in the central city of
Lodzsaid. The charges came
17 months into an investiga-
tion into media reports that
doctors and paramedics in
Lodz had tipped off under-
takers of deaths in return for
a cut of the benefits, worth
1,000 US dollars.

Andrzej N not only sold
the information of deaths,

aalfirgd people to ensure he

MNA/Reuters|

'miso soup

cuts breast
cancer risk

Tokyo, 19 June— Women
who eat three or more bowls
of miso soup each day may
cut their breast cancer risk
sharply, Japanese research-
ers said on Wednesday.

Miso soup — a concoc-
tion of fermented soybean
paste dissolved in broth
flavoured with seaweed
and bonito that usually in-
cludes bean curd and veg-
etables — appears on most
Japanese tables at least once
a day.

Researchers at Japan’s
National Cancer Centre said
they found that the health
benefits from the soup were
due to the presence in
soybeans of isoflavones, a
powerful phytochemical, or
compounds found only in
plants.

They tracked the eating
habits of 21,852 women aged
between 40 and 59 for 10
years from 1990, according
to an abstract of their find-
ings published in the online
edition of the US-based Jour-
nal of the National Cancer
Institute.

Women who had three or
more bowls of miso soup
daily reduced their risk of
getting breast cancer by
about 40 per cent compared
with those who had only one
bowl, while women who had
two bowls daily cut their risk
by 26 per cent.

Isoflavonesare alsoatype
of plant hormone whose
chemical structure resembles
oestrogen, albeit a weaker
version. They are found in a
number of legumes, such
as chickpeas, but are most
concentrated in soybeans.

MNA/Reuters
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MADRID, 20 June— Beckham-mania spread
across the globe on Wednesday as the England
soccer captain’s move to Real Madrid from
Manchester United gripped fans from Spain to
Japan, where the player arrived on a promo-
tional tour.

David Beckham was welcomed in Tokyo by
hundreds of screaming fans trying to come to
terms with his switch to the Spanish club, while
Spain prepared to greet a new king and fans of
the English champions mourned the loss of a
hero.

“God save the new king!” enthused one
excited television reporter as the Spanish me-
dia — in which football and celebrity gossip
vie for prominence — erupted at the prospect
of the arrival of “Beck’s” and his wife, former
Spice Girl Victoria.

Real Madrid, nine-times European champi-
ons, beat off competition from arch-rivals Bar-
celona to sign the 28-year-old midfielder for a
fee of 35 million euros, ending months of
intense speculation about his future.

Beckham and his wife posed for photo-
graphs after arriving at Narita Airport near
Tokyo, but gave reporters nothing more than a
smile as a crowd of about 500 frantic fans
jostled for a glimpse of the pin-up.

“I saw him! I saw him!” shouted Ayumi
Hiwada, 39. “I'm really happy.” Beckham,
renowned for his ever-changing hairstyles and
pop-star lifestyle, was setting foot in Japan for
the first time since last year’s World Cup.

In an astute stroke of timing, news of his trans-
fer came just before his tour of Asia, home to
millions of his most free-spending fans and a
potentially lucrative market for the already star-
studded Real Madrid team.

The near god-like status Beckham commands
in Japan and other Asian nations was a major
reason for Real’s interest in him as the club looks
to win over more fans in the soccer-mad region.

In Spain, pictures of the couple, the darlings of
the British tabloid Press, were splashed over the
front pages as local media dwelt on Beckham’s
glittering pop-star lifestyle and merchandising
power — almost ignoring his talents on the field.

Real’s training session at a ground a few kilo-
metres north of their landmark Bernabeu Stadium
in central Madrid was mobbed by British journal-
ists vying for reaction from Beckham’s future
teammates, who carried on their work-out appar-
ently unflustered.

Beckham’s arrival could pose problems for a
self-styled “galactic” team already overflowing
with attacking footballing talent in the shape of
Brazilian striker Ronaldo, Portuguese winger Luis
Figo, French playmaker Zinedine Zidane and Spain
striker Raul.

But the trip to Asia is less about his football
skills than his bankability as a one-man marketing
industry in commercials for products as diverse as
chocolates and beauty treatments.

Japanese television broadcast his arrival live
and news services sent their clients urgent head-

Beckham-mania grips globe as Spain gets new ste

After three days in Japan, the Beckham band-
wagon will move on to Malaysia, Thailand and
Vietnam. Beckham could be back in Japan on
August 5 for a pre-season friendly between Real
and J-League club FC Tokyo. But not every
Japanese fan was thrilled by Beckham’s move,
with some worried that he will struggle to get a
game in a team packed with the world’s best
players.

“I’m against him going to Real, because he’s
Beckham and Manchester United is best for
him,” said 15-year-old Yu Nagaya, who was
wearing a Manchester United shirt with
Beckham’s name on the back.

Distraught Manchester United fans poured
out their woes on the club’s official web site,
worried that they will not be able to compete with
the Spaniards in the Champions League. “Might
as well hand Real Madrid the European Cup now.
Real are the benchmark in European football and
we sell them one of our best players. How are we
meant to compete?” said Craig Hudson.

“I really hope United and Madrid meet in the
Champions League,” said Alexander Alexeev. “I
want Becks to feel his error on leaving United.
When he comes back to Old Trafford with his
white uniform, he’ll feel the pressure. I'm sure
United will beat Real and win the Champions
League next season.”

But as Beckham leaves Manchester United he
might ponder the fate of others whose careers
have turned sour after leaving the city’s Theatre
of Dreams. — MNA/Reuters

lines usually reserved for top economic news.

Japanese midfielder
Shunsuke Nakamura
is challenegd by
New Zealander
defender Duncan
Oughton during
their soccer
Confederations Cup
first round match at
the Stade de France.

INTERNET

day. Nakamura opened the scoring from
close range in the 12th minute of a match
the Japanese dominated from the start.

Captain Hidetoshi Nakata slotted his
side’s second goal after 65 minutes and
Nakamura put the issue beyond doubt
when he headed home a cross by
midfielder Nobuhisa Yamada 15 minutes
from time.

New Zealand are still without a win in
the eight-nation tournament. In their previ-
ous appearance in 1999 the All Whites
completed their campaign with three con-
secutive defeats.

“We could have scored or maybe had two
more goals in the dying minutes of the game
but I’m happy with the performance of my
players tonight,” said Japanese coach Zico.

“There was not much pressure and it
looked like a training match which is good
for the next two games.” New Zealand
worked hard in the first half but naive
defending led to midfielder Nakamura’s
first goal. The Japanese, finalists of the

Leading world transfer fees after
)
Beckham’s move to Real
LonoN, 19 June — Following is a list of leading world transfers after David Beckham’s
move from Manchester United to Real Madrid on Tuesday:
Player Year From To Fee
(millions)
Zinedine Zidane 2001 Juventus Real Madrid $64.4
Luis Figo 2000 Barcelona Real Madrid $56.1
Hernan Crespo 2000 Parma Lazio $54.1
Christian Vieri 1999 Lazio Inter Milan $50.0
Rio Ferdinand 2002 Leeds Man United $47.0
Gianluigi Buffon 2001 Parma Juventus $45.9
Ronaldo 2002 Inter Milan Real Madrid $44.2
David Beckham 2003 Man United Real Madrid $41.3
Gaizka Mendieta 2001 Valencia Lazio $41.0
Juan Veron 2001 Lazio Man United $39.5
Pavel Nedved 2001 Lazio Juventus $36.4
Nicolas Anelka 1999 Arsenal Real Madrid $35.7 :
Marc Overmars 2000 Arsenal Barcelona $35.5 - ' 1
Lilian Thuram 2001 Parma Juventus $35.4 = _ - * o - X
Denilson 1997 Sa0 Paulo Betis $35.0 England and Manchester United soccer star David Beckham and his wife Victoria hold
Rui Costa 2001 Fiorentina AC Milan $34.9 hands as Fhey leave Lo_ndon's Heath‘row Airport, on 17 June, 2003, en route to Toky_o and
Gabriel Batistuta 2000 Fiorentina AS Roma $33.8 a four-nation tour of A5|_a, Beckh_am is currently at the centrg of specul_atlon that he is to
Marcio Amoroso 1999 Udinese Parma $33.1 leave Manchester United for either Barcelona, Real Madrid or AC M#&xrerNET
Gianluigi Buffon 2001 Parma Juventus $32.8 . . . .
Nicols Anclka 2000 RealMadid  PSG a> || Nakamura Inspires Japan to winning start
Alessandro Nesta 2002 Lazio AC Milan $29.7
Antonio Cassano 2001 Bari Roma $28.8 Paris, 19 June— Midfielder Shunsuke | tournament on home soil two years ago,
Christian Vieri 1998 Atletico Madrid  Lazio $28.0 Nakamura scored twice to inspire Japan to | were well organized and New Zealand
Hernan Crespo 2002 Lazio Inter Milan $25.5 a highly deserved 3-0 victory over outsid- | failed to create single chance throughout
Note: All dollar conversion figures from time of transfer. — MNA/Reuters ers New Zealand in the opening game of | the first half. Zico’s side should have in-
the Confederations Cup in Parison Wednes- | creased their lead before the interval but

strikers Yoshito Okubo and Takahara squan-
dered two clear chances. “The first 45
minutes are a huge disappointment,” said
New Zealand coach Mike Waitt. “We
were unable to keep and to carry the ball
when we had it.”—MNA/Reuters

Krajicek pulls
out of Wimbledon Open

BRruUsSELS, 19 June— Former champion
Richard Krajicek has withdrawn from next
week’s Wimbledon Open after he was beaten
6-4, 7-6 by Frenchman Olivier Mutis on
Tuesday at the Ordina Open in Den Bosch,
Netherlands.

The 32-year-old Dutchman was sub-
dued throughout his game, committing 13
double faults in the first-round defeat.

Krajicek’s coach Rohan Goetzke said
the 1996 Wimbledon champion was still
suffering from alongstanding elbow injury.

MNA/Xinhua
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CO-ORD MEETING HELD: Yangon City Development
Committee Joint Secretary U Kyi Win attends the co-
ordination meeting on keeping the city clean and
pleasant at the Environmental Conservation and
Sanitation Department of the YCDC on 19-6-2003.
Head of the Department U Tun Than Tun explains

work progress. —vcpc
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Thursday, June 19

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly
cloudy in Kayah State, rain or thundershowers have been
scattered in Mandalay Division and widespread in the
remaining areas with isolated heavyfalls in lower Sagaing
and Yangon Divisions. The noteworthy amounts of
rainfall recorded were Coco Island (3.15) inches,
Mawlamyine (2.60) inches, Hpa-an (2.48) inches,
Kyaukpyu (2.19) inches, Ye (2.17) inches, Dawei (2.01)
inches and Kanbalu (1.89) inches.

Maximum temperature on 18-6-2003 was 30.5°C
(87°F). Minimum temperature on 19-6-2003 was 22.0°C
(72°F). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 19-6-2003

7:30 am 4:40 pm 6:10 pm feature: was 92%. Total sunshine hours on 18-6-2003 was nil.
3. Morning news 4. Musical programme 1. Discovery “mon:f:03§:qp:” Rainfall on 19-6-2003 was 5 mm at Yangon Airport,
7:40 am 4:50 pm 6:30 pm (23&:-)) 4 mm at Kaba-Aye and 4 mm at central Yangon. Total
' ) ; . < < ainfall si 1-1-2003 was 616 24.25 inches) at
4. Nice and sweet song 5. meorndorgpafedupnany: 12. Evening news NOCH Gpeacyoct r\?ellrrll;on SAHil:;ort 667 mmvgb628 inrc?::s)(at Kab:—lZyees )anii
7:55 am 9S[gEa3[ozorantsion 7:00 pm FeSag 748 mm (29.45 inches) at central Yangon. Maximum wind
5. ogdqniloeBoSeqsgs nBuogd 13. Weather report al§oSon-ceodejrec: speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 12 mph from South at
8:10 am (cogpmcp@) (4p) 7:05 pm (qéopé:[as) (14:20) hours MST on 18-6-2003. Bay inference:
6. Themirrorimagesofthe | 5:05 pm 14. cogpopis (28&-0) | 21. The next day According to the observations at (06.30) hrs MST today,
ical oldies 6. S fnational . (6505:85:38:) I yesterday’s low pressure area over North Bay still
musical oldics - Songofnational races e programme persists. Monsoon is strong in the Bay of Bengal.
— 8.45 am 1.45 pm 9.00 pm Forecast valid until evening of 20-6-2003Rain or
= L™ Music National news/Slogan World of music thundershowers will be scattered in Kayah State, lower
e 8.50 am 1.55 pm S p Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway Divisions and widespread
- ' L Music/Articl ongs from Japan, in the remaining areas with likelihood of
= TE National news/Slogan 2.05 crtice Germany, Philippines | jsolated heavyfalls in Rakhine, Mon and Kayin States
=R .05 pm ’ s s
= g'ooN?lT:ic International news 9.15 pm Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions. Degree of certainty is
T in today: * 2.15 pm Article (80%). State of the seaSqualls with moderate to rough
l_me In today: 9.05 am . Music 9.25 pm seas are likely at times off and along Myanmar coasts.
Friday, June 20 ° 101nternat1onal news 2.20 pm Music at your request | Surface wind speed in squalls may reach (35-40) mph.
8.30 am -10am Article/Music Outlook for subsequent two days:Increase of rain in
. - 9.45 pm )
Brief news Music 2.35 pm Niws /Slogan the whole country. Forecast for Yangon and neighbour-
8.35am 1.30 pm ASEAN review : 815108 ing area for 20-6-2003:Some rain or thundershowers.
Music Brief news Weekly news 10.00pm ) Degree of certainty is (100%).Forecast for Mandalay
8.40 am 1.35 pm 2.45 pm Portfolio for easy and neighbouring area for 20-6-20031solated rain or
Perspectives Music Harmony time listening thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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of orange plantation near Namphatka Villagemna

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects coal mine and
agricultural projects

YANGON, 19 June —
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Aung Htwe of the
Ministry of Defence,
accompanied by Chairman
of Shan State (North) Peace
and Development Council
Commander of North-East
Command Maj-Gen Myint
Hlaing and party, inspected
the crops plantations,
saplings and fruits in Kutkai
Station on 17 June.

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe
and party arrived at the new
building  construction
project site in the Basic
Education Middle School
(Branch) in Mongle Village
in Hsenwi Township.
Project Manager U Win
Maung of Asia World Co
Ltd reported to Lt-Gen
Aung Htwe on the purpose
and layout of the new
building. Lashio District
Peace and Development
Council Chiarman Lt-Col
Kyaw Shwe reported on
setting up of firewood
plantations for the village,
development, agriculture
and livestock breeding tasks
of the region.

Township Education
Officer Daw Nan Mya Lon
reported on academic
matters. After-wards, Lt-
Gen Aung Htwe fulfilled
the requirements to set up
the village as a model one
and inspected round the
new building. The building

comprises 10 classrooms
and one meeting hall.
Then, Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe and party arrived at
the worksite of Narhlian
coal mine in Lashio
Township. Lt-Col Myo
Kyin reported to Lt-Gen
Aung Htwe on coal-mining
prospects in North-East
Command Area. Then, Lt-
Gen Aung Htwe inspected
the coal samples and the
coal mine with 1400 feet in
length, 1000 feet in width
and 55 feet in thickness.
Afterwards, Lt-Gen
Aung Htwe and party
proceeded to the local
battalion in Lashio and
inspected 10 acres model
plots of thriving monsoon
groundnut and pesingon.
Then, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe
and party arrived at the

high-yield monsoon
Hsinshweli paddy model-
farm irrigated by Humon
Dam in Lashio. At the
briefing hall, the responsible
official of the farm reported
to Lt-Gen Aung Htwe on
yield of summer paddy and
arrangements for cultivation
of monsoon paddy. Then,
Lt-Gen  Aung Htwe
inspected the nursery of
Hsinshweli paddy for
monsoon cultivation.
Then, Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe and party arrived
at the poppy-substitute
300-acre plantation of
honey orange of Lin Tun Co
of Kunlong Region
Development Association
in Naungmon Village.
Chairman of the company
U Lin Tun reported to the
(See page 9)

g Htwe inspects 20 acr
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YANGON, 19 June— Member of the State
Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen
Maung Bo of the Ministry of Defence at-
tended the ceremony to drive the stake and
to lay cornerstone for the Home for the
Aged in Ayeyeiknyein Ward, Kawthoung,
on 17 June morning. Also present on the
occasion were Chairman of Taninthayi Di-
vision Peace and Development Council
Commander of Coastal Region Command
Maj-Gen Tha Aye and members, senior
military officers of Kawthoung Station,
Chairman of Kawthoung District Peace and
Development Council Lt-Col Kyaw Phyo
and departmental officials, members of Ma-
ternal and Child Welfare Association,
Working Committee for Women’s Affairs,
social organizations and wellwishers.

First, the commander gave a speech.
Then, Lt-Gen Maung Bo, the commander
and officials drove stakes at the designated
places and laid cornerstones.

Next, officials accepted K 20,450,000
for construction of the Home for the Aged
donated by 22 wellwishers including K
300,000 by Lt-Gen Maung Bo and family;
K 200,000 by Commander Maj-Gen Tha
Aye and wife and family; K 500,000 by
Taninthayi Division Peace and Develop-
ment Council; K 9.5 million by U Kyaw

ft-Gen Maung Bo tours Kawthoung

Lwin (Golden Bear Co); K 5 million by U
Kaung-Daw Cho and family; K 1 million
by Myanmar Universal Bank; K 5 million
by U Aung Soe (Thida Co); K 5 million by
Seashore Fishery Entrepreneur Association;
and K 500,000 by U Thu Kha-Daw Aye
Aye Mu and family.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and the
commander inspected construction of the
new school building of Shweminwun Basic
Education High School in Padaukshwewa
Ward and the retaining walls between
Myoma Bridge and Bayintnaung Bridge in
Kawthoung. They heard reports of the offi-
cials and attended to their needs. Lt-Gen
Maung Bo and party then viewed SARS
surveillance works being carried out to pas-
sengers at the Myoma Jetty.

They went to Pyidawaye Sasana
Beikman in Kawthoung and paid homage
to members of the Sangha. Lt-Gen Maung
Bo supplicated on religious affairs and do-
nated provisions to Township Sangha
Nayaka Committee Chairman Aungchantha
Monastery Sayadaw Bhaddanta Panfiasami.
They then proceeded to Kawthoung Dis-
trict Hospital and inspected the medical
wards.

Next, they saw over the place where the
View Point will be built. — MNA
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Commander Maj-Gen
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Myint Swe inspects repair of ancient buildings at Yangon Zoological Gard@nsoN coMMAND

Work Committee for Upgrading of Kandawgyi Garden and Yangon Zoological Gardens meets

YANGON, 19 June — The second coordination meeting
of the Work Committee for Upgrading of Kandawgyi
Garden and Yangon Zoological Gardens took place at the
Agricultural Museum in Myepadetha Park in Kandawgyi
Garden here this afternoon.

It was attended by Chairman of the Work Committee
Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Development
Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe and members Deputy Minister for Agriculture and
Irrigation U Ohn Myint, Deputy Minister for Forestry Col
Thaik Tun, Deputy Minister for Electric Power U Myo
Myint, Deputy Minister for Construction U Tint Swe, Vice-
Mayor Col Maung Pa, Managing Director of Myanma
Agricultural Service U Tun Than, Director-General of the
Forest Department U Shwe Kyaw, Secretary of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Kyaw
Tint, local authorities, Dr Khin Shwe of Zaygabar Col
Ltd, U Win Aung of Wood Land Co Ltd, departmental

officials and guests.

Speaking on the occasion, the commander dealt with
measures being taken for upgrading of Kandawgyi Gar-
den and Yangon Zoological Gardens dividing the areas
into four zones — Central Symbol Zone, Education Zone,
Recreation Zone and Relaxation Zone. He then invited
respective chairmen of subcommittee of the four zones to
discuss tasks being undertaken sector-wise and future tasks.

Then, Deputy Minister Col Thaik Tun reported on
preparations for upgrading of the central symbol zone and
future plans; Director-General of the Fisheries Depart-
ment U Than Tun, on arrangements for renovation of the
Aquarium in the education zone; Dr Khin Shwe, on tasks
being carried out in the recreation zone; Vice-Mayor Col
Maung Pa, on conditions of restaurants and measures to
be taken for upgrading of them in the relaxation zone;
Deputy Minister U Ohn Myint, on tasks for cleanliness of
Kandawgyi Lake and requirements for upgrading of the

agricultural museum and plantations; and Head of the Parks
and Playgrounds Department U Nyunt Pe, on conditions
of shops in the gardens.

Next, Managing Director U Win Aung gave an ac-
count on layout of buildings in the zones; and Deputy
Minister U Myo Myint, Managing Director of Myanma
Electric Power Enterprise Dr San Oo, Director-General U
Shwe Kyaw, and Director of the Themis Services U Maung
Maung Khin, on tasks for upgrading of the gardens.

The commander made concluding remarks and then
inspected the tasks in the recreation zone. Dr Khin Shwe
conducted him round the zone. The commander gave
instructions. At the office of Yangon Zoological Gardens
Upgrading Project, Director U Maung Maung Khin re-
ported on work progress. The commander and party then
inspected renovation of ancient buildings, progress of land
preparations and future tasks and left necessary instruc-
tions. — MNA





