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Five-Point Road Map of the State Administration Council
1. The Union Election Commission will be reconstituted and its mandated tasks, including the scrutiny of voter lists, shall be implemented in accordance 

with the law.
2. Effective measures will be taken with added momentum to prevent and manage the COVID-19 pandemic. 
3. Actions will be taken to ensure the speedy recovery of businesses from the impact of COVID-19.
4.  Emphasis will be placed on achieving enduring peace for the entire nation in line with the agreements set out in the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.
5.  Upon accomplishing the provisions of the state of emergency, free and fair multiparty democratic elections will be held in line with the 2008 Constitution, 

and further work will be undertaken to hand over State duties to the winning party in accordance with democratic standards.
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All need to continuously preserve these fine traditions of the Tatmadaw 
which has been serving the State defence duty and the public interests

THE Tatmadaw has been 
serving the State defence 
duty and the public inter-

ests since the successive eras 
till today, and it will continuously 
serving it in the future. As Shan 
State (North) is a primary home 
to many ethnic people, officers, 
other ranks and families need to 
solve the difficulties of the region 
together with local ethnic people, 
said Chairman of the State Ad-
ministration Council Command-

er-in-Chief of Defence Services 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
at the meeting with officers, oth-
er ranks and families of Lashio 
Station at the hall of the military 
command headquarters yester-
day morning.

In his address, the Senior 
General said all officers, other 
ranks and families have known 
that the Tatmadaw born together 
with the independence has been 
serving the duty of State peace 

and stability and solving the in-
ternal conflicts in successive eras 
while steadfastly safeguarding 
the life and property of the people. 
In shaping the nation to be peace-
ful and stable and developed, 
the history proves the efforts of 
the Tatmadaw in directly and 
indirectly fulfilling the require-
ments of the State and the people. 
Hence, all need to continuously 
preserve these fine traditions of 
the Tatmadaw.        SEE PAGE-2

The national cause is to focus on 
prosperity of the nation and food 

sufficiency. Two points for political 
trend to ensure firm genuine, disci-

pline-flourishing multiparty democ-
racy and build the Union based on 

democracy and federalism.

Chairman of State Administration Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets officers, other ranks and families of Lashio Station.
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All need to continuously preserve these fine traditions of the Tatmadaw 
which has been serving the State defence duty and the public interests

FROM PAGE-1
Since outbreak of COV-

ID-19 in the country, the Tat-
madaw has made preparations 
and fulfills the needs of health 
staff, machinery and medical 
supplies as well as donated 
supplement nutritious foods 
to patients and companions 
as well as health staff at the 
hospitals and attended to the 
general needs till today.

A lot of needs can be seen 
in all sectors such as manage-
ment and economy during the 
five-year term of new demo-
cratic government after the 
2015 election. Although the Tat-
madaw suggested some points 
in the State defence, security 
and other sectors, military-ci-

Every Tatmadaw member volun-
tarily joined the Tatmadaw without 

anyone’s urging but with a sense 
of duty to protect the State and the 

people. So, they must serve their 
duty with strong conviction and 
commitment and try to become 

real Tatmadawmen.

Every Tatmadaw member 
voluntarily joined the Tatmad-
aw without anyone’s urging but 
with a sense of duty to protect 
the State and the people. So, 
they must serve their duty with 
strong conviction and commit-
ment and try to become real 
Tatmadawmen. As daily duties 
mean promoting the capacity 
of individuals, their wisdom 
and initiative must be used to 
overcome any difficulty they 
may face after consideration. 

As the reading power of an 
individual contributes much 
towards socio-economy, they 
need to read and train their 
children in order that they will 
not deviate from the path to 
education.  

vilian cooperation was weak. 
All need to follow the pro-

visions from the Constitution 
2008 the entire people ap-
proved. Although there may 
be some weakness and needs 
in the Constitution, it features 
a large number of points to pro-
tect the State and the people.

It is necessary to carry out 
one point for national cause 
and two more points for politi-
cal trend.  The national cause 
is to focus on prosperity of the 
nation and food sufficiency. 
Two points for political trend 
to ensure firm genuine, dis-
cipline-flourishing multiparty 
democracy and build the Union 

based on democracy and feder-
alism. The Tatmadaw accepts 
these points as the Our Three 
Main National Causes. The 
governing the country should 
not be princess or lords ruling. 
Only when the firm organiza-
tions and parties are to coop-
erate with each other will the 
nation enjoy peace and tran-
quility and development.

The Tatmadaw’s main duty 
is national defence, so it must 
try to become a capable Tat-
madaw. As Shan State (North) 
is mainly inhabited by ethnic 
groups, Tatmadaw officers and 
other ranks and their families 
work together with those eth-

When the outbreak de-
clines significantly and can be 
put under well control, educa-
tion promotion measures will 
resume. Energetic efforts are 
being made for vaccinations, 
and it has been targeted to vac-
cinate up to 50 per cent of the 
population by this year end, 
said the Senior General.   

Later, the Senior General 
and wife and party proceeded 
to the local military hospital 
in Lashio where he greeted 
the officers and other ranks 
receiving treatment, comfort-
ed them and presented food-
stuffs.—MNA

nic nationals to resolve the re-
gional difficulties. No matter 
what duty they serve, hard and 

cooperative work with goodwill 
and correct attitude will pay off 
for regional progress. 

1,702 new cases of COVID-19 reported on 19 September, 
total figure rises to 446,573

MYANMAR’S COVID-19 positive cases rose to 446,573 after 1,702 new cases were reported on 19 September 2021 according to the Ministry of Health. Among these 

confirmed cases, 398,220 have been discharged from hospitals. Death toll reached 17,073 after 57 died.

Chairman of State Administration Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing presents foodstuffs to Commander Maj-Gen Naing Naing Oo.

Chairman of State Administration Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing comforts a patient serviceman at military hospital.

Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, wife of the Senior General, presents gifts to a patient at local military 
hospital.
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It is necessary to ensure edible oil sufficiency
IT is necessary to ensure edible oil sufficiency. Oil palm plants are grown in Taninthayi Region whereas edible crops are grown in Mandalay, 
Sagaing, Magway and Ayeyawady regions and Shan State. Efforts must be made for increasing the per-acre yield of cotton to be able to cut the 
import volume of cotton.

(Excerpt from the speech to the meeting 2/2021 of the Provisional Government of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar made by Republic of the Union of Myanmar State Administration Council Chairman Prime Minister 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on 7-9-2021)

A plan will be adopted to open an agriculture and veterinary 
institute or college in Lashio of Shan State (North): Senior General
CHAIRMAN of the State Admin-
istration Council Prime Minister 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
yesterday afternoon met with 
members of Shan State cabinet, 
officials from self-administered 
division and zones and officials 
at the hall of Shan State govern-
ment branch in Lashio.

The Chief Minister of Shan 
State and officials reported on 
progress of regional develop-
ment, control of COVID-19, ar-
rangements for industrial zones 
and hotel zones in respective 
areas, enhancement of agricul-
ture and livestock sector and 
health sector, and development 
of Lashio District.

Member of the State Admin-
istration Council Lt-Gen Moe 
Myint Tun, Union Ministers 
U Tin Htut Oo, U Hla Moe, U 
Khin Maung Yi, Dr Thet Khiang 
Win and U Min Thein Zan dis-
cussed opening of trade camps 
for resumption of border trade, 
smooth transportation, produc-
tion of agriculture and livestock 
sectors, establishment of agri-
cultural institute, distribution 
of pedigree animals, water and 
power supply, assistance for pro-
viding capitals to businesses, 
issuance of technologies and 
capital, formation of cooperative 
societies, controlling the illegal 
production of natural resources, 
fulfillment of health staff and 
medical aid, extension of work 
establishment at hospitals, uplift 
of health standard and upgrade 
of sport ground in Shan State.

In his speech, the Senior 
General pledged to fulfill the 
needs of agriculture and live-
stock sector, sports sector and 
boosting per-acre yield of tea 
and distribution of technique 
and quality strains reported in 
the meeting. As there are some 
60,000 acres of tea plantations 
in Shan State, production of 
value-added tea products will 
create job opportunities for the 

It is necessary to systematically use 
the inputs in the farms as agricultural 

measures need good quality stain, 
fertile soil, supply of water and good 

cultivation methods. High yield of 
crops will improve the socio-econom-

ic life of the local farmers. 

local people and improve region-
al economy.

It is necessary to systemati-
cally use the inputs in the farms 
as agricultural measures need 
good quality stain, fertile soil, 
supply of water and good cul-
tivation methods. High yield of 
crops will improve the socio-eco-
nomic life of the local farmers. 
The Senior General urged all to 
modernize the agriculture and 
livestock farms without setting 
aside the traditional cultivation 
methods.

Well-versed intellectuals 
and intelligentsia are of great 

importance in highly qualified 
and successful agriculture and 
livestock farms. Arrangements 
are being made to establish agri-

culture and veterinary institutes, 
colleges and universities. In this 
regard, a plan will be adopted 
to open an agriculture and vet-
erinary institute or college in 
Lashio of Shan State (North). 
The country imports cooking oil 
and fuel worth billions of kyats 
on a yearly basis. To save the 
oil and fuel consumption, it is 
necessary to consider operation 
of electric train and buses and 
subways. 

The Senior General stressed 
the need to consider production 
of finished works made of bam-
boo and wood. He noted that it 

is necessary increase the per-
acre yield of paddy. He would 
not encourage export of paddy to 
foreign market. Paddy should be 

milled at home to produce bran 
and broken rice from rice as the 
feedstuffs as well as create job 
opportunities.

Electricity is playing a cru-
cial role in the efforts to increase 
the domestic products and de-
velop the industries. So, empha-
sis should be placed on generat-
ing electricity from the natural 
resources. The region with good 
income from firm businesses 
can undertake prosperous tasks 
and focus on tourism industry 
called non-smoke industry. If 
larger number of international 
travellers comes to the region, 
domestic products will face high 
demand and the region will have 
the improved interests. Then, 
the Senior General discussed 
situation of political changes.

The Senior General in-
spected Lashio District Sports 
Ground and left instructions on 
upgrade of the sport ground.

The Senior General, wife 
and party paid homage to State 
Ovadacariya of Lashio Abbot 
of Maha Bawdayon Monastery 
Maha Ganthavacaka Pandita 
Bhaddanta Narada, asked after 
the health of the abbot and sup-
plicated religious affairs.—MNA

Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General Min Aung Hlaing meets Shan State cabinet members, officials of self 
-administered division and zones and officials.

Chairman of State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing accepts domestic products from an officials.
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ONLY when the people cooperate will the work process achieve 
success in a short time for effective prevention, control and 
treatment of COVID-19 among the people. As such, all the 
people are requested to abide by the following points: -
1. Stay at home as much as possible.
2. Don’t accept the guests at the house. You don’t visit other 

houses.
3. The older persons above 65 or those suffering from chronic 

diseases such as diabetes, hypertension and heart must 
be worn masks in the house. They must be placed at 
well-ventilated sites.

4. Wear masks if you go outside without fail. Systematically 
wash hands. Take a six-foot distance from others. Avoid 
visits to the rooms where ventilation is not good.

5. Avoid the crowds.
6. If possible, go shopping once a week. Don’t buy anything 

from the vendors who don’t systematically wear masks.
7. Take care of carrying the virus to the houses whenever 

return home from outside. Systematically discard the 
used masks and single disposable equipment outside the 
houses. Avoid close contact with family members before 
changing clothes or washing the body.

8. As the vaccines for your quota is the best, accept vaccina-
tions for full time. Despite receiving the vaccination, you 
should abide by the protective ways.

9. Systematically cooperate in prevention, control and treat-
ment of the disease with manpower, money, materials and 
expertise.

Ministry of Health (2-8-2021)

Public request by Ministry of Health

UNION Minister for Coopera-
tives and Rural Development 
U Hla Moe met the officials of 
Cooperative Department, Ru-
ral Development Department 
and Small Scale Industries De-
partment in Kachin State on 18 
September and in Shan State 
(North) yesterday. 

During the visits, the Un-
ion Minister said the compre-
hensive rural development 
programmes are being imple-
mented through cooperation 
with SMEs to promote the so-
cio-economic status of rural 
people including infrastruc-
ture and cooperative sectors. It 
needs to work together with the 
affiliated departments under 
the same ministry in carrying 

Regional development projects implemented in Kachin, 
Shan (North) States

out the regional development 
projects. The Rural Develop-
ment Department should main-
tain the current momentum in 
implementing the projects. 

The cooperative societies 
also need to conduct fundraising 
programmes in line with the law 
and desire of the members, and 
the development programmes 
should be for the grassroots. It 
needs to report the real situa-
tion in a timely manner. 

Moreover, it should open 
the vocational trainings to pro-
vide the job opportunities to 
raise the incomes.

Then, the respective de-
partment heads reported on 
the regional development pro-
grammes.—MNA 

DEPUTY Minister for Informa-
tion U Ye Tint met with employ-
ees of the Ministry of Informa-
tion in Sagaing and Mandalay 
Regions yesterday at the De-
partment of Information and 
Public Relations in Mandalay. 

At the meeting, the Deputy 
Minister discussed the current 
developments of the country and 
asked the staffs to perform their 
duties faithfully, and to enhance 
the information sector through 
appropriate reforms. He added 
necessary preparation should 

Information Deputy Minister meets with 
IPRD department officials in Mandalay, 
Sagaing regions

be made to improve the informa-
tion and public relations activities 
and bring them back to normal 
as numbers of COVID-19 cases 
have declined and the stability and 
security of the country improved.

Today, some of young people 
in the country are involved in 
destructive activities with little 
knowledge and thinking due to 
the mobilization of destroyers, 
therefore, it is necessary to in-
crease the education of young 
people. The Prime Minister has 
allowed the Information and 

Public Relations Department 
to be expanded to make it more 
extensive under the amended 
constitution. Plans are underway 
to provide the staff with upgrad-
ed capacity building as soon as 
possible.

In the afternoon, the Dep-
uty Minister met with the staff 
of the PyinOoLwin District and 
Township Information and Pub-
lic Relations Departments and 
the retransmission station in 
PyinOoLwin.—Region IPRD/
GNLM

Union Minister U Hla Moe discusses development tasks and vocational training in meeting with department 
officials.

Deputy Information Minister U Ye Tint meets IPRD officials to provide staff with upgraded capacity building.
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THE Ministry of Industry organ-
ized the 3rd coordination meeting 
of Machine Supervisory Commit-
tee on 17 September. 

Union Minister Dr Charlie 
Than stressed the necessary 
things regarding with the pro-
posals to the committee. 

Concerning the permission 
for procurement of materials to 
build five 1200 hp locomotives 
raised by Mechanical and Elec-
trical Engineering Department 
of Myanma Railways under the 
Ministry of Transport and Com-
munications, the Union Minister 
inspected the New Locomotive 
Assembling Factory (Nay Pyi 
Taw) yesterday. 

During the tour, the in-
charge of the plant explained 
facts related to the factory, man-
ufacturing and assembling pro-
cesses of new locomotives.

Union Industry Minister inspects New Locomotive Assembling Factory (Nay Pyi Taw)

The Union Minister then 
said he made an inspection tour 
to the plant for the motion to buy 
the needed equipment to build 

five 1500 hp Caterpillar locomo-
tives tabled during the coordi-
nation meeting held on Friday. 

The State Administration 

Council also instructed that the 
expired fuel tanker, carriage and 
vehicles of the Union organiza-
tion and ministries should be 

repaired to use and it needs to 
systematically arrange in ac-
cordance with the procedures as 
quickly as possible if they cannot 
be repaired. The Machine Super-
visory Committee sets the policy 
and directives to effectively use 
the machines including vehicles, 
trains, vessels and aircraft of the 
Union level organizations and 
ministries concerned. 

It also needs to arrange to 
apply the machines produced 
by the factories and implement 
human resources development 
programmes. It should conduct 
trainings to maintain the tech-
niques and make arrangements 
to add the train related subjects 
at the technological colleges and 
universities. 

Then, the Union Minister 
inspected the new locomotives 
production processes. —MNA

Union Minister for Industry Dr Charlie Than veiws round New Locomotive Assembling factory (Nay Pyi Taw)

THE Ministry of Commerce is 
striving for enabling the people 
to have access to the essential 

medical supplies that are criti-
cal to the COVID-19 prevention, 
control and treatment activities, 

including liquid oxygen and ox-
ygen cylinders, by arranging 
continuous importation through 

Daily imports of anti-COVID-19 equipment, medical products continue
trading posts, international air-
port and seaports with standard 
operation procedures.

On 19 September (Yester-
day), anti-COVID-19 equipment, 
medical products including ox-
ygen plants and concentrators 
were transported by 12 vehicles 
of 10 companies.

A total of 800 empty oxygen 
cylinders, four oxygen plants, 
412 oxygen concentrators for 
home use, 2,800 PPE suits, and 
17 tonnes of masks were import-
ed via Myawady, Muse, Chinsh-
wehaw and Kanpitee trading 
camps, seaports and the Yangon 
International Airport.

Four oxygen plants were 

transported to Mandalay, Amara-
pura, PyinOoLwin and Momeik 
respectively. 

Officials from the relevant 
departments are cooperating 
to facilitate and expedite the 
Standard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs) for better importation.

It is reported that the Min-
istry of Commerce is coordinat-
ing with relevant departments, 
facilitating the importation of 
essential medical supplies re-
quired in prevention, control 
and treatment of COVID-19, as 
well as contact persons for in-
quiries can be reached through 
the Ministry’s Website — www.
commerce.gov.mm. — MNA

Cargo trucks are carrying medical equipment from Chinshwehaw.

A cargo truck is filled with medical equipment. A cargo truck is loaded with medicines and medical 
equipment.

A cargo truck is loaded with hospital equipment to fight COVID-19.
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1. Some student youths, State service personnel and citizens, with worries, have evaded to areas of EAOs and foreign countries due to the incitements and intimidation 
of NLD members, extremist followers, unlawful associations and terrorist groups such as CRPH and NUG, stimulation of CDM, and persons and organizations at 
home and abroad not wishing to restore peace and stability of the State since Tatmadaw assumed the State responsibilities on 1 February 2021.

2. They are further worried about the dictatorship statement and speeches of unlawful association and terrorist group CRPH and NUG, and some relevant persons. 
As they face no security guarantee and difficulties in socio-economic life in those areas, they wish to return to their native lands.

3. The State Administration Council will specifically ease restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and persons from various arenas 
and citizens who, with worries, absconded from the country except for persons who committed murders, robberies, setting fires, mine explosions and 
intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government and pri-
vate-owned buildings and those who are highly involved in the CDM activities by providing monetary assistance and other means.

4. As those who evade from their native areas are also citizens, the State Administration Council will arrange their returns from the evaded areas to various parts of 
Myanmar.

5. As such, the information was released that if those who evaded to various areas, except for persons who committed any kinds of crime, wish to return to their native 
lands in Myanmar of their own accord due to multiple worries, the citizens abroad can contact nearby ward, village, township and district administration bodies and 
relevant embassies, military attaché offices and consulates in accord with the easing restrictions under the law.

Information Team
State Administration Council

State Administration Council
Press Release

Re-invitation to Myanmar citizens who reside in various regions for many reasons

THE State Administration Council will specifically ease restrictions for service personnel, intellectuals and intelligentsia, and persons from various 

arenas and citizens who, with worries, absconded from the country except for persons who committed murders, robberies, setting fires, mine explosions 

and intentional attacks on security troops, those who crowded to attack public service personnel and some people, those who destroyed government and 

private-owned buildings and those who are highly involved in the CDM activities by providing monetary assistance and other means.

A total of 200 companies 
was struck off the reg-
ister this month as they 
fail to submit annual re-
turn (AR) on the online 
registry system, MyCO, 
according to the Direc-
torate of Investment and 
Company Administration 
(DICA). 

The DICA has noti-
fied any registered com-
pany which fails to sub-
mit its AR on MyCO are 
to be suspended. 

The DICA found that 
200 companies failed to 
restore their statuses 
within six months of 
suspension under Sec-
tion 430 (f) of Myanmar 
Companies Law in Sep-
tember.

The companies were 
struck off the registra-
tion during the period 
from 6 to 13 September 
respectively. Also, 500 
companies were also 
struck off in July and 
August, according to the 
DICA’s notifications.  

All registered com-
panies need to file AR on 
the MyCO registry sys-
tem within two months 
of incorporation, and at 
least once every year 
(not later than one month 
after the anniversary of 

the incorporation), ac-
cording to the Section 
97 of the law.

According to the 
Section 266 (a) of the 
Myanmar Companies 
Law 2017, public compa-
nies must submit annu-
al returns and financial 
statements (G-5) simul-
taneously.

All overseas corpora-
tions must submit ARs in 
the prescribed format on 
MyCO within 28 days of 
the financial year ending, 
as per Section 53 (a-1) of 
the Myanmar Companies 
Law 2017.

As per DICA’s report, 
more than 16,000 com-
panies were suspended 
for failure to submit AR 
forms within the due 
date. Newly established 
companies are required 
to submit ARs within two 
months of incorporation 
or face a fine of K100,000 
for filing late returns. 

The DICA has noti-
fied that any company 
which fails to submit its 
AR within 13 months will 
be notified of its suspen-
sion (I-9A).

If it fails to submit 
the AR within 28 days 
of receiving the notice, 
the system will show the 

company’s status as sus-
pended. Companies can 
restore their statuses 
only after shelling out a 
fine of K50,000 for AR fee, 
K100,000 for restoration 
of the company on the 
register, and K100,000 for 
late filing of documents, 
totalling K250,000. 

If a company fails to 
restore its status within 
six months of suspen-
sion, the registrar will 
strike its name off the 
registration, according 
to the DICA notice.  

The registrat ion 
and re-registration of 
companies on the MyCO 
website commenced on 1 
August 2018, in keeping 
with the Myanmar Com-
panies Law 2017.

The number of com-
panies registered on the 
online registry system, 
MyCO, topped more than 
2,000 in the first half of 
this year.

Earlier, MyCO re-
ceived more than 1,000 
applications from new 
companies every month. 

At present, 100 per 
cent of the applicants are 
using the online registra-
tion platform, according 
to data provided by the 
DICA.—GNLM

200 companies struck off register 
due to absence of AR in Sept: DICA

OFFICIALS from the 
Township Public Health 
Department have been 
administering the Sinop-
harm COVID-19 vaccines 
to the displaced persons 
from five IDP Camps in 
MraukU Township, Rakh-
ine State.

A total of 234 IDPs 
from Ngaswekan Village 
IDP camp, Pyahla Village 

IDP camp, Kalachaung 
Village IDP camp, Daing-
gyi Village IDP camp and 
Ywahaung IDP camp 
were vaccinated yester-
day morning at designat-
ed vaccination sites in 
respective villages.

Ward/Village Admin-
istrators and IDP camp 
officials collaborated to 
assist the officials from 

the Public Health Depart-
ment during the vaccina-
tion process. People were 
screened before getting 
the vaccination under the 
COVID-19 rules and reg-
ulations set by the Minis-
try of Health, as well as 
monitored for about 30 
minutes before the depar-
ture.—Khin Maung Tun 
(IPRD)/GNLM

COVID-19 vaccination continues 
for IDPs in MraukU, Rakhine State

A health staff vaccinates a displaced person of IDP camp in MraukU Township.
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THE exports of Myanmar’s 
butter bean to the international 
market exceeded 44,109 tonnes 
between 1 October 2020 and 10 
September 2021 in the current 
financial year 2020-2021, generat-
ing revenue of US$25 million, as 
per the Ministry of Commerce’s 
data. 

A basket of butter bean is 
valued at K1,735-K1,775 per viss 
(a viss equals 1.6 kg), according 
to the Bayintnaung wholesale 
market’s data. 

The price slightly rose in the 
recent days following Kyat weak-
ening in the local forex market, 
although the foreign demand is 
extremely weak amid the COV-

ID-19 pandemic and the political 
changes, the traders said. 

At present, the price of but-
ter bean is valued at over K75,000 
per bag depending on the size in 
Mandalay market. 

Butter bean export to Chi-
nese, Japanese and European 
markets has been falling. Now, 
it is relying only on the domestic 
market, said a trader from Man-
dalay market.  

Normally, Myanmar exports 
about 75 per cent of butter bean 
production to foreign markets—
Japan, China, Denmark, Singa-
pore, the Republic of Korea, 
Malaysia, Taiwan (China Taipei) 
and Viet Nam—with export vol-

ume of 15,000-30,000 tonnes per                   
year. 

There are over 160,000 acres 
of butter bean plantation. The 
butter bean is grown in June and 
July and harvested in October 
and November. The cold season 
for further growing the bean is in 
October/November and harvest 
time from January to March. 

The butter bean is primar-
ily cultivated in Sagaing, Bago, 
Magway, Mandalay and Ay-
eyawady regions and Mon and 
northern Shan states. Magway 
Region produces good-quality 
butter bean and Japan buyers 
prefer to purchase it.—KK/
GNLM

THE value of Myanmar’s im-
ports exceeded exports in bi-
lateral trade with Singapore in 
the past ten months (Oct-July) 
of the current fiscal year 2020-
2021, with exports reaching 
over $181.4 million and imports 
valued at over $2.34 billion, ac-
cording to the data from the 
Ministry of Commerce.  

Myanmar trade deficit in 
goods with Singapore was esti-
mated at US$2.158 billion in the 
past ten months (Oct-July) of 
the current financial year 2020-
2021, the ministry’s statistics 
indicated. 

Singapore is Myanmar’s 
second largest trading partner 
in the region, after Thailand. 
In the current FY, the value of 

Myanmar’s bilateral trade with 
Singapore in normal trade and 
border trade topped $2.5 billion. 

Myanmar exports agricul-
tural products, footwear, tex-
tiles and clothing, minerals, and 
animal products to Singapore, 
while it imports plastic, fuel oil, 
capital goods, para-finished 
goods, consumer products, 
metals, and chemicals. 

Myanmar’s bilateral trade 
with Singapore was registered 
at $3.5 billion in the last fiscal 
year 2018-2019, $1.99 billion in 
the 2018 mini-budget period, 
$3.83 billion in the 2017-2018 FY, 
$2.96 billion in the 2016-2017 FY, 
and $3.69 billion in the 2015-2016 
FY.—KK/GNLM

SAGAING Region Agriculture 
Department was engaged in 
cultivation of tea cultivation 
in June 2021 and has finished 
11,427 acres of tea plants in the 
current financial year 2020-
2021, said U Win Hlaing Oo, 
head of region department.

“Tea plantation is com-
monly found in Homalin Town-
ship of Hkamti District. The 
local residents practise organ-
ic farming only and produce 
quality tea leaf. The tea leaf is 
mostly sent to Mandalay mar-
ket. The region department 
and the growers are making 
concerted efforts to boost 
the yield of leaves, penetrate 

more markets and optimize 
packaging,” U Win Hlaing Oo 
elaborated. 

The department has re-
leased the data on cultivation 
of tea plants—290 acres of tea 
plants in Mawlaik District, 
9,175 acres in Hkamti District, 
911 acres in Naga Self-Ad-
ministered Zone, 487 acres in 
Katha District and 564 acre 
in Kawlin District in Sagaing 
Region. 

The personnel from the 
respective township depart-
ments are providing technical 
assistance to increase the yield 
virtually and physically.—Lu 
Lay/GNLM

Sagaing Region Agriculture Dept completes 11,427 acres of tea plants

Staff of Agriculture department pick out tea leaves at the plantation.

Freight handling process is seen at the port to load commodities onto 
vessel.

Merchants check sample butter bean at broketage.

Myanmar imports 
surpass exports in trade 
with Singapore this FY

Myanmar ships over 44,000 tonnes 
of butter bean as of 10 September
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THE Republic of the Union of Myanmar is home to more than 
130 ethnic national people who have been preserving their 
traditional culture and customs since yore. Although they 

preserve their traditions and cultural heritage as much as they can, 
some of these items have faded out due to changes of lifestyle and 
lesser knowledge triggered by the generation gap.

Those ethnic national people are residing in various parts of the 
nation regardless of regions and states. They settle the appropriate 
areas to do business such as agriculture and livestock farming for 

their livelihoods. For a long 
time, the traditions and culture 
of those ethnic national people 
faded out as well as mixed with 
that of different ethnicities.

That is why the author-
ities as well as all the ethnic 
nationals are responsible for 
preventing the disappearance 
of traditions and cultural herit-
ages in addition to identifying 
the original traditions and cul-
tural items. It is necessary to 
educate the ethnic people to 
value their traditions and cul-
tural heritages for long term 
existence.

The societies of those 
ethnicities possess more and 
more modernity and change 
day by day. They all have to 
accept new items of culture 
without alien ones but they 
have to taste traditions and 
culture of other ethnicities if 
they can accept them. They 
have to see the modernity for 
respective ethnic people but 
should not forget the traditions 
because culture and traditions 
are based on concepts, lifestyle 
and nature of their forefathers. 
So, new generation youths 
need to preserve their culture 
and traditions even if they want 
to taste modernity.

Traditions and culture 
cannot be bought. These can-
not emerge immediately. As 
characteristics of respective 
ethnic national people are 
based on their culture and 

traditions, if they discard these items, it is sure that characteristics 
of such ethnicities would disappear in a short period. As such, all 
ethnic national people need to preserve their own culture and tra-
ditions as an inborn duty.

It is no need to compete for the traditions and culture among 
the ethnic people. All traditions and culture which reflect the lives 
and characters of various ethnic national people are in the same 
value. So, they all should serve each other to preserve the valuable 
traditions and culture for perpetual existence in the land of Myanmar.

Preserve 
traditional culture 
of ethnic people 
for perpetual 
existence

All traditions 
and culture 
which reflect 
the lives and 
characters of 
various ethnic 
national people 
are in the same 
value. So, they 
all should serve 
each other 
to preserve 
the valuable 
traditions 
and culture 
for perpetual 
existence in 
the land of 
Myanmar.

Myanmar Daily Weather Report
(Issued at 7:00 pm Sunday 19 September 2021)

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is weak over the Andaman Sea 
and Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL MORNING OF THE 20 Sep-
tember, 2021: Rain or thundershowers will be widespread 
in Upper Sagaing Region and Chin State, fairly widespread 
in Nay Pyi Taw, Lower Sagaing, Ayeyawady, Taninthayi 
Regions and Kachin, Northern Shan, Rakhine, Kayin, Mon 
States and scattered in the remaining Regions and States 
with likelihood of isolated heavyfalls in Lower Sagaing, 
Mandalay, Magway Regions and Chin State. Degree of 
certainty is (100%). 

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be slight to moderate in 
Myanmar Waters. Wave height will be about (4– 6) feet off 
and along Myanmar Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Likelihood 
of increase of rain in Taninthayi Region and Kayin, Mon 
States.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 20 September, 2021:  Isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA 
FOR 20 September, 2021: Isolated rain or thundershowers. 
Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 20 September, 2021: Isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (100%).

Antibodies from original strain COVID-19 infection
don’t bind to variants: study

‘Ghost kitchens’ boom in Asia as pandemic sparks huge demand
Research group Euromonitor estimates there are some 7,500 cloud kitchens now operating in China and 

3,500 in India -- compared to 1,500 for the United States and 750 for Britain.

However, those antibodies don’t bind well to newer variants, finds a new study, published in the journal Na-
ture Communications.

IN an industrial unit on the out-
skirts of Taipei chefs are plating 
meals that will never be served in 
a restaurant: welcome to the world 
of “ghost kitchens”.

Even before the pandem-
ic sent an earthquake through 
the global restaurant trade, the 
“Amazonification” of commercial 
kitchens was well underway, but 
coronavirus lockdowns and re-
strictions have fuelled explosive 
growth in Asia.

The recent boom in food de-
livery apps meant customers were 
already used to having restaurant 
quality meals quickly delivered to 
their homes.

To meet that demand a grow-
ing number of restaurants set 
up delivery only kitchens -- also 
known as “cloud kitchens” -- or 
rented space in ones.

Then the pandemic struck, 
ending dining out for billions.

“It really drove the whole in-
dustry into sort of hyper growth, 
so that really helped us,” Jason 
Chen, the chief executive officer 
of JustKitchen, told AFP.

JustKitchen started operat-

ing Chinese Taipei ‘s first ghost 
kitchen early last year -- now it 
runs 17 across the island, as well 
as one in Hong Kong and is aiming 
to expand into the Philippines and 
Singapore by the end of this year, 
he said. Regional delivery giants 
like Singapore-based Grab and In-
donesia’s GoJek have also jumped 
on the trend. Grab opened 20 new 
cloud kitchens in Southeast Asia 
last year, up from 42 before the 
pandemic.

The global ghost kitchen in-
dustry is expected to grow more 
than 12 percent each year to be 
worth some $139.37 billion by 2028, 
according to a report by Research-
andmarkets.com.

Asia Pacific, home to 4.3 bil-
lion people, already accounts for 
some 60 percent of the interna-
tional market.

For many in the region’s 
densely populated cities, where 
living space is at a premium, eat-
ing daily from cheap restaurants 
or food stalls is more affordable 
and viable than cooking at home.
Culinary gold rush

Research group Euromonitor 

estimates there are some 7,500 
cloud kitchens now operating in 
China and 3,500 in India -- com-
pared to 1,500 for the United States 
and 750 for Britain.

Third generation Thai restau-
rateur Natalie Phanphensophon 
had to pivot her family’s 45-strong 
restaurant empire into takeaway 
only for much of the last year be-
cause of the pandemic.

Her family own the popular 
Mango Tree and Coca chains, 
many located in now empty shop-
ping malls where rents are high.

Earlier this year they opened 
their first cloud kitchen on the out-
skirts of Bangkok, with plans for 
two more. “Our goal is to ensure 
everyone on our boat can sail 
through this together,” the 35-year-
old explained.

Cloud kitchens, she said, are 
less lucrative than restaurants be-
cause people don’t order as many 
dishes compared to dining out. But 
their operating costs are far lower.

iBerry Group, which oper-
ates restaurants and ice cream 
shops mostly in shopping malls 
in Thailand, also set up a delivery 

A lab technician sorts blood samples for a COVID-19 vaccination study.    PHOTO: AFP

PEOPLE infected with 
the original strain of 
the virus that causes 

COVID-19 early in the pan-
demic produced a consistent 
antibody response, making two 
main groups of antibodies to 
bind to the spike protein on the 
virus’s outer surface. However, 
those antibodies don’t bind well 
to newer variants, a study of the 
University of Illinois (UI) found.

The researchers studied 
published papers about COV-
ID-19 patients for data about 
the sequence of the antibodies 
they produced. They focused 
on antibodies against the spike 
protein, the part of the virus 
that binds to receptors on hu-
man cells to infect them. The 
spike protein is the target of 
most vaccines.

They found that many anti-

body sequences converged into 
two main groups, indicating a 
consistent human immune re-
sponse to the virus.

The researchers studied 
the convergent antibodies’ abil-
ity to bind to several variants 
and found that they no longer 
bound to some. The finding has 
implications for the ability of 
new variants to reinfect people 
who contracted earlier versions 
of the virus, as well as for the 
continuing efficacy of vaccines 
and the design of possible vac-
cine boosters, said study leader 
Nicholas Wu, a UI professor of 
biochemistry.

“Even though this antibody 
response is very common with 
the original strain, it doesn’t 
really interact with variants,” 
said Wu. “That, of course, raises 
the concern of the virus evolv-

ing to escape the body’s main 
antibody response. Some anti-
bodies should still be effective 
-- the body makes antibodies 
to many parts of the virus, not 
only the spike protein -- but the 
particular groups of antibodies 
that we saw in this study will not 
be as effective.”

The researchers said they 
would like to conduct similar 
studies characterizing antibody 
responses to Delta and other 
variants, to see whether they 
also produce a convergent re-
sponse and how it differs from 
the original strain.

The findings, posted on UI’s 
website on Friday, have been 
published in the journal Nature 
Communications.

SOURCE: Xinhua

The global ghost kitchen industry is expected to grow more than 12 percent each year to be worth some $139.37 
billion by 2028, according to a report by Researchandmarkets.com.   PHOTO:  AFP

only hub.
“Having a cloud kitchen is 

basically an oxygen mask for us 
during Covid-19,” said brand man-
ager Thitanun Taveebhol.

While conglomerates and 
chains have moved into delivery 
only operations, mom-and-pop 
cloud kitchens are also opening.

After recently retiring from 
Air India, Nirjash Roy Chowdhury, 
sunk his savings into setting up a 
cloud kitchen in Mumbai.

His six employees were from 
the hotel trade which has been 
ravaged by the pandemic.

“They didn’t have anything 
to eat. If I can give somebody 

bread and butter by doing this, 
then there’s nothing like it,” the 
61-year-old added.
 ‘Food speaks for itself’

Chowdhury estimates it will 
take six months to break even but 
is confident there is long term po-
tential.

SOURCE:  AFP
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SpaceX all-civilian orbital crew completes historic mission

From left, Hayley Arceneaux, Chris Sembroski, Jared Isaacman and Sian Proctor, during a zero gravity flight to 
train for the Inspiration4 mission in July.   PHOTO: AFP

FOUR SpaceX tourists returned 
to Earth safely on Saturday after 
spending three days in space, 
successfully concluding the first 
orbital mission in history with no 
professional astronauts on board.

Four SpaceX tourists re-
turned to Earth safely on Satur-
day after spending three days in 
space, successfully concluding 
the first orbital mission in history 
with no professional astronauts 
on board.

The SpaceX Dragon capsule, 
whose heat shield allowed it to 
withstand descent, was slowed 
down by four large parachutes 
before splashing into the Atlantic 
Ocean off the coast of Florida at 
7:06 pm (2306 GMT), according 
to a video feed by the company.

“That was a heck of a ride for 
us, and we’re just getting start-
ed,” billionaire captain Jared 
Isaacman, who financed the trip 
with a goal of making space a 

bit more accessible, said shortly 
after landing.

A SpaceX boat immediately 
retrieved the capsule, before its 

hatch was opened and the space 
tourists, smiling broadly and wav-
ing their arms in the air, exited 
one by one.

They were next headed 
for the Kennedy Space Center, 
where their mission had begun 
on Wednesday.

The stated goal of the mis-
sion, called Inspiration4, was to 
encourage the democratization of 
space by proving that the cosmos 
are accessible to crews that have 
neither been handpicked nor in 
training for years.

“Congratulations @Inspira-
tion4x !!!” SpaceX founder Elon 
Musk tweeted after the landing.

The four space novices 
-- Isaacman and three other 
Americans -- spent three days 
orbiting Earth, traveling farther 
than the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS), at an orbit of about 575 
kilometers (357 miles) high, and 
circling the globe more than 15 
times each day. Isaacman, who 
paid SpaceX tens of millions of 
dollars, offered the other three 
seats to strangers: Hayley Arce-
neaux, a 29-year-old nurse; Sian 
Proctor, a 51-year-old professor; 
and Chris Sembroski, 42, a US Air 
Force veteran. — AFP       

Kuwait marks World Cleanup Day

People participate in a beach cleanup campaign at a beach in Jahra 
Governorate, Kuwait, on 18 September 2021. Kuwait marks World 
Cleanup Day on Saturday by organizing a coastal cleanup campaign 
to raise environmental awareness and shed light on threats to the 
environment.    PHOTO: XINHUA

KUWAIT marks World Clean-
up Day on Saturday by organ-
izing a coastal cleanup cam-
paign to raise environmental 
awareness and shed light on 
threats to the environment.

The campaign was or-
ganized by “Trash Tag,” a 
non-profit organization ded-
icated to environmental ef-
forts, in cooperation with the 
UN office in Kuwait and sev-
eral organizations at a histor-
ical landmark in Shumaymah 
beach in Jahra Governorate.

Carina Maceira, director 
and one of the founders of 
“Trash Tag,” told Xinhua that 
dozens of people showed up 
on Saturday to participate in 
the cleanup event celebrating 
World Cleanup Day.

“Six embassies partic-
ipated along with the UN 
office and different organ-

izations and sponsors who 
decided to distribute food, 
drinks, and tools,” she said.

“We help people to be 
aware of environmental is-
sues, where every week we 
organize a cleanup cam-
paign to clean different ar-
eas, beaches, deserts, and 
islands,” she said.

“We are here with the 
UN team to raise awareness, 
collect trash, and show our 
solidarity as a commitment 
to environmental protection,” 
the UN Acting Resident Co-
ordinator Hideko Hadzialic 
said.

“I hope that in the future 
we will have a proper facility 
to sort out and dispose re-
cyclable and non-recyclable 
trash, so that Kuwait can en-
joy a cleaner environment,” 
she told Xinhua. —  Xinhua        

Thousands march in France against traditional hunting ban

Protesters, pictured here in Redon, are up-in-arms against a ban on 
traditional techniques such as hunting with nets or bird cages.   PHOTO: 
AFP

THOUSANDS of hunters 
marched in France on Saturday 
to defend “rural values” and 
traditional bird hunting which 
the country’s top administrative 
court has banned.

In the medieval town of 
Mont-de-Marsan in southwest 
France, authorities said at least 
13,000 people protested to the 
sound of hunting horns and fire-

crackers.
Wearing bright orange -- the 

colour of hunters’ jackets -- the 
demonstrators marched under 
driving rain. Further up in Brit-
tany, a protest also took place in 
Redon, and others were planned 
elsewhere.

“I’m sick of seeing my cul-
ture fall to pieces. They’ve already 
eradicated my language, Gascon, 

now it’s the traditional hunts,” 
said Eric, a 47-year-old who likes 
hunting and fishing, in Mont-de-
Marsan. He said he was fed up 
with “the Taliban of Paristan”, 
referring to decision-makers in 
the capital.

The State Council in August 
banned traditional hunting tech-
niques popular in the southwest 
of France and other parts of the 
country, such as hunting with 
nets or bird cages, in line with a 
2009 EU directive. That followed 
the banning of glue hunting in 
June.

Activists say that 150,000 
birds die annually in France from 
non-selective hunting techniques 
such as glue traps and nets at a 
time when Europe’s bird popula-
tion is in free-fall.

But Myriam, the wife of a 
hunter and a fan of bullfighting, 
said she wanted to “pass on these 
traditions” to the younger gener-
ations. — AFP       

Iceland’s volcanic eruption the longest in half a century
IT will be six months on Sun-
day that the volcanic eruption 
currently mesmerising specta-
tors near Reykjavik first began, 
making it the longest Iceland has 
witnessed in more than 50 years.

The first lava began spewing 
out of a fissure close to Mount 
Fagradalsfjall on the evening 
of March 19 on the Reykjanes 
peninsula to the southwest of 
Reykjavik.

And the ensuing spectacle 

-- ranging from just a slow trickle 
of lava at times to more dramatic 
geyser-like spurts of rocks and 
stones at others -- has become a 
major tourist attraction, drawing 
300,000 visitors so far, according 
to the Iceland Tourist Board.

Iceland’s sixth volcanic 
eruption in 20 years is already 
longer than the preceding one in 
Holuhraun, in the centre-east of 
the island, which lasted from the 
end of August 2014 until the end 

of February 2015.
“Six months is a reasona-

bly long eruption,” volcanologist 
Thorvaldur Thordarson told AFP.

The lava field that has formed 
this time has been christened 
“Fagradalshraun” -- which can 
be translated as “beautiful valley 
of lava” -- and takes its name from 
nearby Mount Fagradalsfjall.

Almost 143 million cubic me-
tres of lava have been spewed out 
so far. — AFP       
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BRIEFIN
NEWS‘Burnt out’: Philippine nurses battle Covid, resignations

The pandemic has exacerbated a pre-existing lack of nurses in the Philippines.   PHOTO: AFP

EXHAUSTED nurses in the Phil-
ippines are struggling to care for 
patients as colleagues contract 
Covid-19 or quit a profession that 
was dangerously understaffed 
even before the pandemic.

The country is enduring a 
record rise in infections, fuelled 
by the Delta variant, with the 
health department reporting a 
nursing shortfall of more than 
100,000 -- forcing those left to work 
long hours for little pay on often 
precarious short-term contracts.

“They are tired and burned 
out,” nursing director Lourdes 
Banaga, at a private hospital 
south of Manila, told AFP. “At the 
start of the pandemic we had al-
most 200 nurses,” said Banaga, 
director for nursing services at 
the Lipa Medix Medical Center 
in Batangas province. “By Sep-
tember that will reduce to 63.” Of-
ficial figures show 75,000 nurses 
are working in public and private 
Philippine hospitals but roughly 
109,000 more are needed.

The pandemic has exacer-

bated a pre-existing lack of nurs-
es, said Maristela Abenojar, presi-
dent of Filipino Nurses United -- a 
situation she describes as “iron-
ic” in one of the world’s biggest 
exporters of healthcare workers. 
The “chronic understaffing” is 
down to inadequate salaries, she 

said. An entry-level nurse in a 
public hospital can earn 33,575 
pesos ($670) per month, official 
data show.

But Abenojar said most were 
on short-term contracts, earning 
22,000 pesos with no benefits such 
as hazard pay. Meanwhile, those 

in the private sector were mak-
ing as little as 8,000 pesos.  `And 
many have had enough: About 40 
percent of private hospital nurses 
have resigned since the start of 
the pandemic, according to the 
Private Hospitals Association of 
the Philippines. — AFP       

New York Philharmonic marks ‘homecoming’ after pandemic cancellations

Friday’s concert by the New York Philharmonic was a ‘homecoming’ for 
musicians limited to live streams, one-off and outdoor shows for more 
than a year.   PHOTO: AFP

FOLLOWING 556 days of pan-
demic-inflicted cancellations and 
unconventional concerts, the 
New York Philharmonic opened 

its new season Friday, a “home-
coming” for musicians limited to 
live streams, one-off and outdoor 
shows for more than a year.

After enduring months of 
crisis, the Phil, one of America’s 
oldest musical institutions, re-
opened its subscription season 
with a program featuring Bee-
thoven’s Piano Concerto No. 4, 
Anna Clyne’s “Within Her Arms,” 
Aaron Copland’s “Quiet City” and 
George Walker’s “Antifonys.”

The pandemic forced the 
famed symphony orchestra to 
cancel its 2020-21 season, result-
ing in more than $21 million in 
lost ticket revenues.

Hundreds of people queued 
outside Alice Tully Hall in Man-
hattan’s Upper Westside in 
evening wear, showing manda-
tory proof of vaccination in order 
to gain entry for the night of or-

chestral music.
Catherine Colson arrived 

with friends ahead of what she 
anticipated would be “a memora-
ble night of phenomenal music.”

“It was a really long year. I 
feel rejuvenated,” she told AFP. 
“It’s like a rebirth in a way.”

Adam Baltin said he wanted 
to attend opening night to “cele-
brate the city and the arts.”

“It’s been so long.”
‘Feels like a homecoming’

On top of the challenges 
presented by Covid, the Phil is 
homeless: the orchestra’s long-
time base, David Geffen Hall at 
Lincoln Center, is in the middle of 
a major $550-million renovation. 
— AFP       

Coughs and lethargy: Lions, tigers at Washington zoo catch Covid

Two lions at the Washington zoo on 24 July 2020.   PHOTO: AFP

SIX lions and three tigers at the 
National Zoo in Washington have 
tested positive for Covid-19 and 
are undergoing treatment af-
ter falling unwell, the zoo said 
Friday.

“Last weekend, animal 
keepers observed decreased 
appetites, coughing, sneezing 
and lethargy” in six African li-
ons, a Sumatran tiger and two ti-
gers from Siberia, who all tested 
positive for Covid in preliminary 
tests, the zoo said in a statement.

Results of tests to confirm 
the diagnosis are expected in a 
few days.

The sick cats are being 
treated with anti-inflammatories 
and anti-nausea medication, as 
well as antibiotics to ward off 
pneumonia.

People who visit the zoo 
are not at risk because of the 
distance between them and the 
felines, and no other animals 
have shown signs of infection, 
the zoo said.

The bout of sickness comes 
as several US zoos including the 
one in Washington announced 
Tuesday the launch of a vacci-
nation campaign for animals 
susceptible to Covid-19.

Primates in several zoos 
have become infected. Several 

gorillas at the zoo in Atlanta test-
ed positive last week. — AFP       

Chaos and arrests 
in Melbourne anti-
lockdown protest
SEVERAL police officers were 
wounded and hundreds of 
protesters were arrested in 
Australia’s second-most-pop-
ulous city Saturday in violent 
clashes at an anti-lockdown 
march.

Officers used pepper 
spray and made over 200 
arrests in Melbourne as 
several hundred attendees 
flouted stay-at-home orders 
and marched through an 
inner-city suburb.

The illegal gathering 
comes as the city goes through 
its sixth lockdown since the 
pandemic started, with the 
wider state of Victoria report-
ing over 500 cases of Covid-19 
on Saturday.

Police said six officers 
were taken to hospital after 
they were pelted with projec-
tiles and trampled in clashes 
with the crowd of around 700 
people. — AFP       

UK scraps traffic 
light system 
to overhaul 
international travel

BRITISH Transport Secretary 
Grant Shapps announced 
Friday that the current traffic 
light system of red, amber 
and green countries will be 
scrapped to simplify interna-
tional travel amid the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Under the government’s 
plans for overhauling interna-
tional travel, there will simply 
be a red list from Oct. 4 and all 
other countries will be consid-
ered “clear” for travel.

“Today’s changes mean a 
simpler, more straightforward 
system. One with less testing 
and lower costs, allowing 
more people to travel, see 
loved ones or conduct busi-
ness around the world while 
providing a boost for the travel 
industry,” said the transport 
secretary.

“Public health has always 
been at the heart of our 
international travel policy and 
with over 44 million people 
fully vaccinated in the UK, 
we are now able to introduce 
a proportionate updated 
structure that reflects the new 
landscape.” — Xinhua     
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VOTERS began to arrive early 
Sunday morning at the polling 
stations across Hong Kong to 
cast their ballots for the 2021 
Election Committee Subsector 
Ordinary Elections, the first polls 
under the city’s new electoral 
system.

The voting hours at five or-
dinary polling stations and one 
dedicated station run from 9 am 

HK voters turn out for first elections under 
revamped electoral system

to 6 pm.
Shortly after 9 am, the poll-

ing station at the Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition 
Centre in Wan Chai was already 
packed with the first batch of 
voters.

The other polling stations 
at venues including the Kow-
loon Park Sports Center, Sha Tin 
Town Hall, Tuen Mun Town Hall 

and Tsuen Wan Princess Alexan-
dra Community Center also saw 
a steady arrival of voters who 
lined up outside the stations in 
an orderly manner.

Before entering the polling 
stations, many people took pho-
tos with the banners at the en-
trance to memorize this special 
occasion.

Meeting the media after in-
specting the polling station in 
Wan Chai, Chief Executive Car-
rie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor said 
that today’s elections, the first 
under the revamped electoral 
system, are of great importance 
and will lay a good foundation 
for the upcoming elections for 
the Legislative Council and the 
Chief Executive.

Noting that the expanded 
Election Committee will reflect 
broader representation of dif-
ferent sectors in society, Lam 
said she is confident that the 
committee will represent the 
city’s overall interest and help 
the city to better integrate into 
the nation’s overall development.  
— Xinhua     

Election Committee candidates arrive at the polling station in Wan 
Chai.  PHOTO: FELIX WONG/SCMP/XINHUA 

WITH Germany’s Christian 
Democrats (CDU) trailing in the 
polls ahead of an election next 
week, grassroots party members 
are resorting to an activity that 
had almost become redundant 
under Angela Merkel: campaign-
ing.

On a medieval square in the 
northern city of Bremen, CDU 
leader and conservative chan-
cellor candidate Armin Laschet 
takes the stage at a campaign rally 
to the rousing sounds of “Eye of 
the Tiger” from Rocky III.

Merkel party learns to campaign again as 
election looms

With the CDU and the CSU, 
its Bavarian sister party, staring 
down the barrel of possibly their 
worst election result in post-war 
Germany on September 26, 
Laschet needs all the pumped-
up motivation he can get.

The centre-left Social Dem-
ocrats (SPD) are currently lead-
ing in the polls, with the conserv-
atives in a position they have 
become unaccustomed to after 
16 years of Merkel: second place.

“I didn’t expect it to be so 
close,” says Hans-Georg Frie-

drichs, a longtime CDU activist 
in Bremen. “Laschet doesn’t 
have the advantage of already 
being well-known. He’s had to 
make himself known.”
‘Starting from scratch’

“Coming after Merkel is the 
problem,” agrees Kerstin Eck-
ardt, head of a local CDU group. 
“We are starting from scratch. 
We have to convince people.”

“This time it’s a real cam-
paign. It’s not taken for granted 
like it used to be,” adds a fellow 
party member. — AFP      

Christian Democratic Union party leader and candidate for Chancellor Armin Laschet speaks on stage during a 
rally in Bremen, northern Germany on 16 September 2021.   PHOTO: AFP

NEWS
IN BRIEF

GREECE on Saturday inaugurates the first of five new “closed” 
migrant camps, opposed by rights groups who say the strict 
access measures are too restrictive.

Barbed wire fencing surrounds the new camp on the island 
of Samos which is also installed with surveillance cameras, x-ray 
scanners and magnetic doors.

The EU has committed 276 million euros ($326 million) for 
the new camps on Greece’s five Aegean islands -- Leros, Lesbos, 
Kos, Chios as well Samos -- that receive most of the migrant 
arrivals by sea from neighbouring Turkey.

The Samos camp, which will serve as a pilot for the other 
so-called closed and controlled-access facilities, has a detention 
centre and will only be accessible via electronic chip.

Gates will remain closed at night. — AFP      

Greece inaugurates its 
first ‘closed’ camp for 
asylum seekers

Double barbed wire surrounds the 12,000 square metre camp on the 
island of Samos.   PHOTO:  AFP/FILE

FRANCE’S Notre-Dame cathedral is finally ready to undergo resto-
ration work more than two years after a blaze ravaged the heritage 
landmark, and remains on course to reopen in 2024, authorities 
said Saturday, following months of painstaking work to secure the 
building.
THE great mediaeval edifice survived the inferno on April 15, 2019, 
but the spire collapsed and much of the roof was destroyed.
THE focus until now had been on making the cathedral safe before 
restoration work could begin, which included the strenuous task 
of removing 40,000 pieces of scaffolding that were damaged in 
the blaze. — AFP      

Notre-Dame de Paris finally ready for 
restoration

AT least two people were killed and up to 20 more wounded in 
three explosions in the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad on Satur-
day, a Taliban official said.
“SO far we have reports of two killed and up to 20 wounded,” said 
the Taliban official, who asked not to be named, and said that a 
patrol vehicle was targeted.
“WOMEN and children were among the injured,” he said.
AN investigation was under way to establish the extent of the 
damage and the cause of the explosions, he added.
THE attacks are the first deadly blasts since the American with-
drawal from Afghanistan.
AN official from the health department of Nangarhar Province told 
AFP that three people were killed and 18 were wounded.  — AFP      

At least two dead in blasts in Afghanistan’s 
Jalalabad: Taliban
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NEWS
IN BRIEF

THE outcome of Japan’s ruling 
party leadership race to choose 
the successor to Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga has become in-
creasingly unclear as four senior 
lawmakers have joined the race, 
raising the possibility of a runoff.

But one thing is certain. Lib-
eral Democratic Party lawmak-
ers are under greater pressure 
to heed public opinion on who 
should succeed Suga than play 
by faction rules.

The House of Represent-
atives members’ term expires 
on Oct. 21, meaning whoever 
among the four contenders wins 

Faction politics wane in LDP 
leadership race as nat’l vote looms

majority votes will become the 
new LDP president -- and hence 
prime minister -- to lead the 
party and its coalition partner 
Komeito into a general election 
in the fall.  

That aspect has made many 
LDP lawmakers -- particularly 
younger ones who have yet to 
build strong bases in their con-
stituencies -- seek to install a 
popular leader especially at a 
time of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and break from control of intra-
party factions.

Suga, for example, was 
elected LDP president last 

year after major factions, such 
as the 96-member group led by 
former Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Hiroyuki Hosoda, the largest of 
the seven factions, threw support 
behind him even though he does 
not belong to a faction himself.

“The LDP must consider 
how the public would see the 
party,” said Etsushi Tanifuji, a 
professor emeritus of political 
science at Waseda University, 
alluding to traditional LDP pol-
itics in which faction leaders ef-
fectively have determined who 
becomes the party president. 
— Kyodo      

 The four candidates running in the presidential election of Japan’s ruling Liberal Democratic Party attend a 
Japan National Press Club-sponsored debate in Tokyo on 18 September 2021. The four -- (from L) vaccination 
minister Taro Kono, former Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida, former communications minister Sanae Takaichi 
and Seiko Noda, executive acting secretary general of the LDP -- are vying for the post currently held by Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga.    PHOTO: POOL /KYODO

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin’s party was set Sunday to 
retain a majority in parliament 
on the last day of three-day elec-
tions in which most Kremlin crit-
ics were barred from the ballot.

The vote comes in the wake 
of an unprecedented crackdown 
on the opposition this year, with 
Russian authorities jailing Pu-
tin’s best-known domestic foe 
Alexei Navalny and banning his 
organisations as “extremist”.

In the lead-up to this week-
end’s vote, all of his top allies 
were arrested or had fled the 
country, with anyone associated 
with his groups kept from run-
ning in the parliamentary and 
local polls scheduled to close at 
8:00 pm Sunday.

“These essentially aren’t 
elections. People in effect have 
no choice,” 43-year-old business-

Putin’s party set to retain parliament 
majority after polls

man Vladimir Zakharov told AFP 
in Russia’s second city Saint 
Petersburg. The elections were 
also marred by claims of censor-
ship and rampant ballot stuffing.

As voting kicked off Friday, 
Apple and Google caused an 

uproar among Russia’s opposi-
tion after they removed Naval-
ny’s “Smart Voting” app, which 
showed supporters which candi-
date they should back to unseat 
Kremlin-aligned politicians. — 
AFP      

Recent surveys showed fewer than 30 per cent planned to vote for the 
ruling United Russia Party.   PHOTO:  AFP

IRAN on Saturday hailed its acceptance into a China and Rus-
sia-led bloc, an eastward turn it sees as opening access to major 
world markets and a counter to crippling Western sanctions.

Conservative and reformist newspapers showed rare unity 
in welcoming the outcome of a conference in Dushanbe on Friday 
at which members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
endorsed Iran’s future membership in the bloc.

“It is a strategic and diplomatic success,” said ultracon-
servative President Ebrahim Raisi following his return home 
on Saturday.

The eight-member SCO group, created two decades ago 
and which also includes India, promotes itself as an antidote to 
Western dominance.

The bloc’s decision on Iran comes with negotiations at a 
standstill on bringing Washington back into a 2015 nuclear accord. 
Then president Donald Trump withdrew from the deal in 2018 
and reimposed sweeping sanctions. — AFP      

Iran looks east after 
China-led bloc OKs entry

An Iranian man reads a copy of the daily newspaper “Etalaat” 
headlined, “Iran is a new member of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation”, at a kiosk in Tehran on 18 September 2021.   PHOTO: 
AFP

A few hundred protesters turned up Saturday in Washington to 
rally in support of the pro-Trump rioters who ransacked the US 
Capitol on January 6, but they were outnumbered by a robust 
security presence and journalists.
POLICE who were caught on the back foot by the deadly riot 
on Capitol Hill took no chances this time: they used a security 
fence around the Capitol complex, police in riot gear and rows of 
armored trucks to keep the peace.
ORGANIZERS of the “Justice for J6” rally -- who said they wanted 
to draw attention to those held over the riot who did not commit 
violent offenses -- had received a permit for 700 people to gather 
near the Capitol’s reflecting pool, but far fewer showed up. — AFP      

Sparse attendance at rally in support of US 
Capitol rioters

ALL six Palestinian fugitives who escaped a high-security Israeli 
jail through a tunnel dug under a sink are back in custody, after the 
Israeli army said Sunday it had recaptured the last two.
THE inmates, who were being held for attacks against the Jewish 
state, became heroes among many Palestinians when reports 
emerged they had burrowed out using tools as basic as a spoon.
THE full weight of Israel’s security arsenal was deployed to catch 
them, including aerial drones, checkpoints on roads and an army 
mission to Jenin where many of the men grew up.
THE massive manhunt lasted almost a fortnight, with four of the 
six recaptured last week.
IN a tweet on Sunday, the Israel Defence Forces said the last two 
had surrendered “after being surrounded by security forces that 
acted precisely based on accurate intelligence”. — AFP      

Israel recaptures last two prison-break 
fugitives
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1. Political affairs
 (a) To build a Union based on democracy and federalism, 

through a disciplined and genuine multiparty demo-
cratic system that is fair and just. 

 (b) To emphasize the achievement of enduring peace  for 
the entire nation in line with the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Agreement (NCA).

 (c) To continue implementing the principle of peaceful 
co-existence among countries through an independ-
ent, active and non-aligned foreign policy. 

2. Economic affairs
 (a) To enhance production based on agriculture and 

livestock through modern techniques and strengthen 
all-round development in other sectors of the econo-
my.

 (b) To develop a stable market economy and promote 
international investment in order to enhance the 
economic development of the entire National people.

 (c) To promote and support local businesses to create 
employment opportunities and increase domestic 
production.

3. Social affairs
 (a) To ensure a strong and dynamic Union spirit, the 

genuine spirit of patriotism.
 (b) To respect and promote the customs and traditions 

of all National peoples  and preserve and safeguard 
their cultural heritage and national characteristics. 

 (c) To enhance the health, fitness and education quality 
of the entire nation.

Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar

State Administration 
Council

Nine Objectives

Mane scores 100th Liverpool goal in Palace stroll

Liverpool forward Sadio Mane.   PHOTO:  AFP

SADIO Mane scored his 100th Liv-
erpool goal as the Senegal star 
inspired a 3-0 win against Crystal 
Palace that sent his side top of 
the Premier League on Saturday.

Mane’s milestone strike 
came in his 224th appearance 
for the Reds, breaking Palace’s 
rearguard action late in the first 
half at Anfield. Egypt forward 
Mohamed Salah and Guinea 
midfielder Naby Keita netted in 
the second half to move Jurgen 
Klopp’s team three points clear of 
second-placed Manchester City. 

Inter crash six past Bologna to move top of Serie A

Inter Milan ran riot against Bologna to move 
top of Serie A.   PHOTO: AFP

INTER Milan bounced back from midweek 
Champions League disappointment on 
Saturday with a 6-1 hammering of Bologna 
which moved the reigning champions top 
of Serie A.

Simone Inzaghi’s side were suck-
er-punched in the last minute by Real 
Madrid in Wednesday’s single-goal defeat 
but made no mistake this time at the San 
Siro.

They are a point ahead of Roma, AC 
Milan, Napoli and Fiorentina following a 
thumping win which came thanks to goals 
from Lautaro Martinez, Milan Skriniar, 
Nicolo Barella, and Matias Vecino and a 
brace from Edin Dzeko.

Bologna sit eighth on seven points af-
ter their first defeat of the season, made no 
better by Arthur Theate’s late consolation 
goal.— AFP       

McNealy rallies 
late to grab 
share of the 
lead at Fortinet 
Championship
JIM Knous and Maverick 
McNealy both birdied their 
final holes of the round to top 
a crowded leaderboard at The 
Fortinet Championship, the 
first PGA Tour event of the 
new season.

McNealy caught fire on 
the back nine, closing his 
round of 70 with three con-
secutive birdies to get to -14 
under 202 total and maintain 
a share of the lead on the Sil-
verado Resort and Spa course.

Neither McNealy nor 
Knous can sleep easy head-
ing into Sunday’s final round, 
as there are 18 players within 
four shots of the lead, includ-
ing six-time major winner Phil 
Mickelson and 2012 US Open 
champion Webb Simpson.— 
AFP       

Fixtures for Suzuki Cup featuring 
Myanmar team confirmed
THE ASEAN Football Federation 
has confirmed the fixtures for the 
2020 ASEAN Suzuki Cup, which 
has been postponed due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic. The tour-
nament is normally scheduled 
for the end of 2020, but has been 
postponed to this year due to the 
pandemic.

However, the 2020 ASEAN 
Suzuki Cup will be held from 5 
December 2021 to 1 January 2022.

The competition will be 
divided into two groups of five 
teams, while the semi-finals and 
finals will be held in two rounds. 
Host country for the tourney 

will then be selected according 
to the pandemic situation and 
nine teams, including Myanmar, 
will be able to compete directly 
from the final stage. According 
to the ASEAN Football Federa-
tion, group matches will be held 
from 5 to 19 December, first leg 
of the semi-final on 22 and 23 De-
cember, second round on 25 and 
26 December, first round of the 
finals on 29 December and the 
final second round on 1 January 
2022 respectively.

Defending champion Viet-
nam including Myanmar, Thai-
land, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singa-

pore, the Philippines, Cambodia 
and Laos will compete in the 
group stage.

Timor-Leste and Brunei, 
who have the lowest rankings, 
will play for the qualifier to join 
the group stage. The group stage 
draw ceremony be held online 
on 21 September (Tuesday) and 
further details will be announced 
at the same time.

Led by head coach Antoine 
Hey, Myanmar team will take 
time to prepare for the tourna-
ment, which will take between 
one and two months.—Ko Nyi 
Lay/ GNLM 

secutive games a player has 
scored against one opponent. It 
was the ninth successive match 
that Mane had netted against Pal-
ace. More importantly for Klopp, 
Mane already has four goals this 
term, suggesting he is ready to 
put last season’s disappointing 
personal campaign behind him.
After Liverpool’s lacklustre, in-
jury-hit defence of the Premier 
League title, they are back in the 
groove in the chase to regain the 
trophy from Manchester City.— 
AFP       

It was fitting that Mane should 
make it to his century against 

Palace as he set a new Premier 
League record for the most con-

Busy footballers from Malaysia (white) and Myanmar (red) including goal keeper Kyaw Zin Htet (green) seen 
at 2018 tourney of the AFF Suzuki Cup at Bukit Jalil Stadium in Malaysia on 24 November, 2018. PHOTO: 
AFF SUZUKI CUP


