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State Counsellor delivers video
message to 29" AGM of UMFCCI

State Counsellor
Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi delivers
video message to
the 29 Annual
General Meeting
of the Union of
Myanmar Federation
of Chambers
of Commerce
and Industry on
20 December

2020. PHOTO: MNA

THE 29% Annual General Meeting of
the Union of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(UMFCCI) was held at the Mingalar
Hall of the UMFCCI yesterday after-
noon via videoconferencing.

State Counsellor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi sent her video message to the
meeting.

(The video message delivered by
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi is covered on page-3.)

During the meeting, UMFCCI
President U Zaw Min Win said that
the speech of the State Counsellor is
very important for the future and the
development of the private sector as
a whole.

The UMFCCI President said that

public-private cooperation needs to be
strengthened between the government
and the private sector with mutual trust
and respect.

The UMFCCI President reiterat-
ed what the State Counsellor said, by
saying that digital communication is
very important during the COVID-19
pandemic in order to keep the system
running smoothly.

The UMFCCI President said that
Myanmar’s signing of the RCEP will
enhance the private sector, which is the
main driver of the country’s economy.
He added that all stakeholders must
work together to ensure that the people
enjoy the rights given by the RCEP.

SEE PAGE-5
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Stake-driving ceremony
held for Ottara District Court

A ceremony to drive stake for
construction of Ottara District
Court was organized at the plot
where the court will be built
at the corner of Chindwin and

Chief Justice of the Union
U Htun Htun Oo drives
stake for construction of
Ottara District Court in
Pobbathiri Townsip, Nay
Pyi Taw on 20 December
2020. PHOTO:MNA

Court streets in Pobbathiri
Township, Nay Pyi Taw Council
Area yesterday.

Chief Justice of the Union
U Htun Htun Oo attended the
stake-driving ceremony that
took place in line with COV-
ID-19 health guidelines set
by the Ministry of Health and
Sports.

At the event, the Union
Chief Justice drove stake at the
designated place of the court
construction site after Justic-
es of the Union U Tha Htay, U
Myint Aung, U Aung Zaw Thein,
U Mya Han, U Myo Tint, U Soe
Naing, U Khin Maung Kyi and

U Myo Win have sprayed it with
scented water.

The Union Chief Justice
and officials looked around the
place where the District Court
will be constructed.

The construction of the
court was carried out in line
with third-year plan of Judicial
Strategic Plan 2018-2022.

The two-storey reinforced
concrete building constructed
by Zwe Man Hone Company is
200 feet in length and 140 feet
in width. — MNA

(Translated by
Kyaw Zin Tun)

MoE minister meets education staff for drafting NESP 2021-2030

UNION Minister for Education
Dr Myo Thein Gyi organized a
virtual meeting with education
staff from the ministry’s depart-
ments including the Union Min-
ister’s Office, interested staff
and NESP 2 Drafting Teams on
drafting of National Education
Strategic Plan 2021-2030 yes-
terday.

The Union Minister, Dep-
uty Minister U Win Maw Tun,
Permanent Secretary, Direc-
tors-General, officials and ed-
ucation staff from the ministry
and departments participated
in the meeting via videoconfer-
encing.

Speaking to the meeting
attendees, the Union Minister
stressed the importance of coop-
eration spirit of the ministry, uni-
versities, schools and institutes
in reviewing the condition of Ed-
ucation Sector Analysis-ESA on
the National Education Strate-
gic Plan 2016-2021.

Education reform would
be successful only with the co-
operation spirit and collective
strengths. Implementations
leading to quality education
are also being made, he added,
saying that if the works are done
with family spirits, successful
works would be more successful
and difficulties and challenges
could be overcome together.

The ministry was making
education reform in accordance
with NESP 2016-2021 towards

the core values of objectives
- no one left behind in the ed-
ucation reform, no dropping
out of school, not losing learn-
ing opportunities, students to
become decent human beings,
cooperation, accountability and
creativity.

The government already
published and distributed the
new textbooks for kindergarten
and 12 classes of basic educa-
tion. Learning and teaching
must be made in accordance
with Teacher Competency
Standard Framework-TCSEF, he
added.

Teachers were being ap-
pointed and trained for building
their capacity and sustainable
development. Scholarships for
them were also provided.

The rate of primary, middle
and high school completion has
increased. In 2018-2019 academ-
icyear, students who studied at
high school classes exceeded 1
million the first time. In 2019-
2020 academic year, students
studied at primary, middle and
high school classes reached
9.716 million in total. In 2020,
a total of 566,274 students got
the certificates of high school
completion.

According to analysis re-
ports about primary school
completion, reading analysis at
primary school and mathemat-
ics analysis at primary schools,
students from Myanmar are

good at reading, writing and
mathematics skills.

Students from Myanmar
achieved a total of six honor-
ary mentions in competing at
International Mathematical
Olympiad between 2016 and
2020.  According to national
education quality index, those
who got the certificate of basic
education school completion can
join Level 4 vocational schools,
Level 5 vocational schools for
diploma and advanced diploma
courses, and open universities.

The ministry already pro-
vided nine English proficien-
¢y courses, seven IT courses,

management, and financial
management courses, and was
working on short-term courses
for requirements from technical,
vocational and training sector,
diploma courses, and upgrading
curriculums.

He called for collective co-
operation in creating learning
opportunities of lifelong learning
blended effective subjects, say-
ing that the ministry was work-
ing on all citizens to complete
basic high school education.

Permanent Secretary Dr
Zaw Myint introduced the draft-
ing works of NESP 2021-2030 and
detailed about the Education

Sector Analysis-ESA conducted
by UNESCO IIEP.

Director-General U Ko Lay
Win discussed basic education
sector, Director-General Dr Sai
Kyaw Nai Oo technical and voca-
tional sector, Director-General
Dr Thein Win higher education
sector, Director-General Dr Win
Tun management, cooperation,
capacity building and quality as-
surance sector.

Attendees at the meeting
made discussions about the
NESP 2021-2030 and gave sug-
gestions.—MNA

(Translated by Kyaw Zin Tun)

Union Minister Dr Myo Thein Gyi participates in the virtual meeting with educaiton staff over drafting of NESP
2021-2030 on 20 December 2020. PHOTO : MNA
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Build a Union with a

diversity of strength

The word Union is such a beautiful word. It is im-
bued with grace. Itis very important for all of usto
value, love and cherish this word. A Union means
something which hasbeen established collectively.
A country which has been established collectively,
a great country which has been established collec-
tively is not the same as those countries which have
not been established collectively. We will be able
to establish a Union only after transforming our

diversity and differences into strength.

(Extract from a Message of Greetings delivered by State
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on 15 January 2020

at the ceremony to celebrate Kayah State Day)

Myanmar Folk Dance - U Shwe Yoe and Daw Moe. PHOTO: ZAW MG MG 00 (SANDAKU)

It is important to create favourable conditions for investments to
flow in: State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

Following is the video message of State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to the 29" Annual General Meeting of the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of

Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI) yesterday.

IRST of all, I would like to extend my warm
Fgreetings for the good health and well-being of
all esteemed guests present on this occasion.

Today we are holding the 29th annual meeting
of the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (UMFCCI).

As you all know, the private sector is the main
engine of growth of the State economy. First of all, I
really appreciate UMFCCI for providing leadership in
the private sector and for your active cooperation and
collaboration for State and the people.

I would like to acknowledge the significant con-
tributions made by UMFCCI to the efforts made by
the State for the development of Micro, Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises; for Myanmar economic
enterprises to penetrate not only local markets but
also into international markets; for the progress of the
digital economy, eradication of corruption, and many
other tasks.

I also acknowledge that besides participating in the
protection, control and treatment activities during the
COVID-19 crisis, UMFCCI, together with other allied
organizations, has given aid to charity work like food
supply and donation, keeping commodity prices under
control, and ensuring the continuous supply commodi-
ties, in respective sectors. These actions have provided

..1n the post-COVID period,
priority must be given to taking
necessary measures to build the
kind of economic environment
conducive to economic growth
we have dreamed of.

20 December 2020

much support for the people. I would like to urge you
to keep up this good tradition and strive for enhanced
public private partnership (PPP) in all endeavours of
the State in the future.

Despite the challenges of COVID-19, our
country still has good prospects for our economy and
economic development. Asia, where our country is
located, is a region known for the fastest economic
growth. Although, developed western countries are
usually referred to as economically developed coun-
tries, economic developments are emerging in the
Asian region as well. As one of the countries in Asia,
progress has been taking place in Myanmar also.

If we take a look at the progress made so far, we
can see that this progress is due to labour-intensive
economic enterprises producing garments and cot-
ton textiles and export-oriented enterprises. Since
production costs have risen in other countries in the
region, investors have started seeking better locations
for producing their goods. Because of the strategic
location of our country as well as being one of the eco-

nomically developing countries in Asia, due to these
good characteristics, our country is bound to be among
the locations chosen for investment. However, on our
part, it is important to create favourable conditions for
investments to flow in.

That is why the Union Government has made
strenuous efforts for the creation of a good investment
climate characterized by transparency, simplicity, pre-
dictability and competitiveness capable of attracting
FDI - foreign direct investment; this is to ensure that
these investments are not only responsible but of high
quality and would be supportive of sustainable devel-
opment. As a good outcome of the efforts thus made,
according to 2020 Ease of Doing Business Report of the
World Bank Group, Myanmar’s ranking, which stood
at 171 last year, now stands at 165, which has placed
Myanmar among the twenty most developing countries.

Since the foreign direct investment influx in this
fiscal year fetches nearly 5.7 billion in US dollars, ac-
cording to the Myanmar Investment Promotion Plan
(MIPP), nearly 98 percent of the expected outcome has
been achieved. In the present, more investments have
come in from our regional partners Japan, Thailand,
South Korea and Singapore while foreign investments
from US and European countries are also coming in.

Establishing stronger post-COVID public-private
sector collaboration
During this pandemic period that has imposed
challenges and hardships, we need to build stronger
public-private sector collaboration. This pandemic has
changed our ways of trading and goods production.
So in the post-COVID period, priority must be given
to taking necessary measures to build the kind of eco-
nomic environment conducive to economic growth we
have dreamed of.
SEE PAGE-4
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Please be very careful

If you wish to get back to the normal routine sooner, you need to be extremely
vigilant. Please be very careful. I am not sure that people strictly follow my advice
as I have frequently talked about it. At this time, because I have to remind again and
again, I am not sure whether some people might even listen to me. However, allow
me toremind you as there is aneed to remind repeatedly. The rate of infection could
be significantly reduced by wearing masks and washing hands. I'm not saying you
will have 100 per cent safety. However, wearing masks and washing hands to kill
germs could lower the infection rate. The best practice is to stay away from other
people who are not family members. Vigilance is needed even at home because
some family members have to go outside and come back. I have reminded that
although the younger persons in good health conditions have lesser risks of this
disease, the elderly groups and people who have underlying health problems are

more vulnerable to the pandemic.

(Excerpt from State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's report on
COVID-19 containment measures, on 12 December 2020)

While most of the regional countries have advanced towards
digital economies, the majority of our micro, small and medium
size enterprises have been left far behind

FROM PAGE-3

Developing the Micro, Small and Medium size
Enterprises under the leadership of women en-
trepreneurs

I believe that creating an environment conducive
to the businesses of the women entrepreneurs will
soon come to the forefront in the post-COVID period.

I would like to emphasize the fact that in honour
of 16 Days of Activism against Gender-based Violence
Campaign, necessary support should be given to found-
ing and expanding the micro, small and medium size
enterprises for women. I am very much encouraged
that the Myanmar Women Entrepreneurs Network
has been extending aid and support in the present.

According to the second Myanmar Investment
Policy Review issued by the Ministry of Investment
and Foreign Economic Relations of Myanmar, Myan-
mar has made progress in high momentum since its
ranking has reached up to 70 from the former position
of 170, scaling up the starting a business index among
the feasibility indexes in undertaking the World Bank
projects within four years.

I would like to draw your attention to the fact that
in Myanmar Economic Recovery and Reform Plan
(MERRP), which is well under way, gender equality
and women’s crucial role in participating in the im-
plementation of action plans of the state economic
reforms will be highlighted.

Digital transformation and Regional Economic
Comprehensive Partnership (RCEP)

COVID-19 has thrown light on the significance of
the digital system and the need for digital transforma-
tion to be launched with increased momentum. In car-
rying out our transformation towards a digital system,
effective preparations and our capabilities will surely
become one of the factors which will determine the
extent of our country’s ability to sustain our success.

The Union Government is already collaborating

with the private economic enterprises for building
the Digital Platform System in order to launch a
faster digital transformation so that according to the
demand-supply chain, the goods and services may
be traded, loaned or exchanged between the govern-

[' would like to urge
you to utilize digital
technology and expand
your businesses so as
to reach international
markets.

ment and the people, between the government and
the enterprises and between enterprises through the
utilization of digital technology.

While most of the regional countries have ad-
vanced towards digital economies, the majority of our
micro, small and medium size enterprises have been
left far behind. So I would like to urge you to utilize
digital technology and expand your businesses so as
to reach international markets.

I really hope our micro, small and medium size
enterprises will be able to make use of 21st century
digital technology to penetrate international markets
with collaboration and effective support. We promise
the Union Government will make efforts for helping
the private businesses out in overcoming difficulties
in marketing.

On 15 November, Myanmar signed the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Trade Agree-
ment. This Agreement covering over 30 percent of the
world population and 30 percent of the world economy

and 29 percent of world trade is often referred to as
the World’s Biggest Trading Bloc. According to the
present geopolitical conditions and the international
trading conditions, while the Superpower countries
are in trade tensions, plans have been laid down for
safeguarding the self -interests. So it is important to
re-boost the rules-based international trade system.
Given the present situation of the world economy,
Myanmar, a country with modest economic potential,
finds it hard to stand isolated in international eco-
nomic relations. However, I strongly believe that as
a member of RCEPE, we will be able to strengthen the
private sector, which is the driving force of the state
economy. I would like to request you to cooperate and
collaborate closely and harmoniously between the
government and the private sector so that we could
bring the privileges outlined in the Agreement to the
benefits of our people.

Once again, I would stress that the government
and the private sector join hands for the sake of our
people’s socio-economic development. If we can es-
tablish such a strong and profound collaboration, we
will be able to create new job opportunities and new
economic opportunities and pave way to the sustain-
able development and prosperity for our people.

For reaching this goal, I would like to request UM-
FCCI to continue your programmes such as sharing
the knowledge and skills and connecting the markets
and providing financial sources for the private sector.

In conclusion, I wish UMFCCI and partner organ-
izations blessings of good health, to lay down practical
and effective programmes in this annual meeting for
the sake of our country and our people, and a great
success in the programmes to be implemented in
the future.

Thank you.
A happy and prosperous new year 2021 to you all.

(Translated by Dr Zaw Tun)
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UMFCCI holds 29* Annual General Meeting

FROM PAGE-1

The UMFCCI President
said that the government has
set up a committee to remedy
the economic impacts caused by
the COVID-19, and spent nearly
Kyat 3,000 billion, which is about 4
per cent of the GDP for the plan.
He added that some businesses
are able to survive because of
government’s assistance such
as easing economic procedures,
reducing bank interest rates and
tax cuts.

The UMFCCI President con-
cluded his speech by saying that
his federation and the business
community welcomed the gov-
ernment’s plans toimplement the
CERP and MERRP to remedy
the economic impacts.

After that, Union Minister
for Investment and Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations U Thaung Tun,
in his capacity as a Patron of the
UMFCCI, delivered a speech.
He said that the government is
providing loans at low interest
rates to the businesses affected
by the COVID-19 crisis. To date,
more than K166 billion have been
loaned to 6,333 businesses.

Union Minister U Thaung
Tun said that although the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has challenged
all the nations, Myanmar re-
ceived about US$ 5.7 billion in
foreign investment in the 2019-
2020 financial year. He continued
that there is great potential for
domestic and foreign investments
in agriculture, electricity and in-
dustrial zones in Myanmar in the
upcoming financial year.

Construction of Korea-Myan-
mar Industrial Complex (KMIC)
will begin on 24 December, and
AMATA Smart and Eco City will
be implemented by cooperating
with Thailand. Moreover, Myan-
mar and Singapore will continue
implementing the Myanmar Sin-
gapore Industrial Park, according

Union Minister U Thaung Tun delivers video message to the 29" Annual
General Meeting of UMFCCI on 20 December 2020. PHOTO: MNA

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein speaks to the 29"
Annual General Meeting of UMFCCI via video message on 20 December

2020. PHOTO: MNA

to Union Minister U Thaung Tun.

Myanmar has signed the
15-nation Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), said Union Minister U
Thaung Tun, who added that the
RCEPis the world’s largest trade
agreement, representing more
than 30 per cent of the world’s
population and 29 per cent of
world trade volume.

He said that by cooperating
with the signatory nations, My-
anmar will achieve benefits in
the long run.

A statement of the World
Bank said that although the
COVID-19 pandemic has severely
affected the economy in many
nations, Myanmar is able to main-
tain a good position compared to
other nations, and Myanmar’s

economy will gradually recover
in 2021, according to the Union
Minister. A report of the ADB also
said that Myanmar’s economic
growth rate is only 1.8 per cent
this year, but will reach 6 per cent
in 2021.

Then Union Minister for
Commerce Dr Than Myint, in
his capacity as a Patron of the
UMFCCI, delivered a speech. He
said that the government is mak-
ing great efforts to develop Myan-
mar’s economy in various ways.
The government holds meetings
with business organizations in-
cluding the UMFCCI, and takes
into account the suggestions of
the business organizations. The
government is doing what should
be done in a timely manner. He
continued that the government,

Union Minister Dr Than Myint delivers video message to the 29" Annual
General Meeting of UMFCCI on 20 December 2020. PHOTO: MNA

local organizations and business
persons need to work together
in order for domestic products
to compete in local and foreign
markets.

For the development of the
private sector, the Ministry of
Commerce is a focal ministry and
the ministry is cooperating with
UMFCCI, which represents the
private sector, said Union Min-
ister Dr Than Myint, who added
that difficulties and challenges
of the private sector are being
continuously discussed and co-
ordinated with other relevant
ministries.

Regarding the “Ease of Do-
ing Business” rankings, Union
Minister Dr Than Myint said that
Myanmar has achieved good re-
sults in cooperation with the pri-
vate sector, and the aim was not
only to improve the rankings but
also to really make it easier to do
business.

The Union Minister said that
his Ministry is working to issue
an e-commerce guideline as soon
as possible.

He said that in order to en-
courage the flow of goods and
to stabilize commodity prices
during the COVID-19 crisis, his
ministry is coordinating with
business organizations includ-
ing UMFCCL

Because of the cooperation

UMFCCI President U Zaw Min Win and officials pose for a group photo at the 29" Annual General Meeting of UMFCCI on 20 December

2020. PHOTO: MNA

ofthe UMFCCI and its associated
organizations, the distribution of
basic food to the needy people
could be carried out smoothly,
according to Union Minister Dr
Than Myint.

He said that the Ministry of
Commerce has been providing
online services since 2004. In or-
der to make it easier for traders
to do businesses, his ministry has
made arrangements, so by using
the “Registration of importers
and exporters with Tradenet 2.0
system”, business persons can
register as importers and ex-
porters via online and they can
also apply for export licenses and
import licenses online.

Yangon Region Chief Minis-
ter U Phyo Min Thein said that
it is a time for Myanmar to over-
come the economic difficulties
and challenges caused by the
global COVID-19 pandemic.

In the endeavor to overcome
the challenges, success will be
achieved only with the coopera-
tion among the government, the
private sector and the general
public, said the Yangon Region
Chief Minister, who added that
his regional government was able
to effectively cooperate with the
UMFCCI during the COVID-19
crisis.

The virtual meeting was par-
ticipated by Union Ministers, the
Yangon Region Chief Minister,
Deputy Ministers, the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker of Yan-
gon Region Parliament, Yangon
Region Ministers, ambassadors,
economic diplomats, local and
foreign business organizations,
business persons, officials from
the UMFCCI and its associated
organizations, and guests.

During the first-year term
(2019-2020) of the new Executive
Committee of the UMFCCI, it
could successfully implement its
tasks despite the COVID-19 cri-
sis. In February 2020, the UMFC-
CI could formulate the “Strategic
Action Plan” and “12 Business
Agendas”. —MNA (Translated
by Maung Maung Swe)
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Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and
contributions. If you have any
comments or would like to submit
editorials, analyses or reports please
email aungthuya@gnlm.com.mm
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we
are only able to publish “Letter to
the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text
longer than 500 words please be
aware that your letter will be edited.

Myanmar nationals brought back home
from Chinese Taipei by relief flight

A total of 147 Myanmar citi-
zens including seamen who
were stranded in Taiwan
(Chinese Taipei) because of
the suspension of commercial
flights returned home by relief
flight yesterday.

Myanmar Consulate-Gen-
eral Office in Hong Kong ar-
ranged the relief flight of Chi-
na Airlines that landed at the
Yangon International Airport
in the morning.

The Ministry of Labour,
Immigration and Population,
the Ministry of Health and
Sports and the Yangon Region
government provided them
with proper medical tests and
arranged 7-day quarantine at
specific places or designated
hotels, followed by the 7-day
home quarantine.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has been working with
Myanmar embassies in foreign
countries and local ministries
concerned to bring back cit-

Myanmar returnees queue for immigration clearance at the Yangon International Airport on 20 December

2020. PHOTO: MNA

izens stranded abroad due to
the suspension of international
commerecial flights, in accord-

ance with the guidance of the
National-Level Central Com-
mittee on Prevention, Control

and Treatment of COVID-19.
—MNA (Translated by Kyaw
Zin Tun)

Chrysanthemum growers face financial

hardship amid COVID-19 crisis

A woman carries flowers for sale on a farm in Minbu Township, Magway Region. PHOTO : ZAYYATU

(MAGWAY)

THE slump in Chrysanthe-
mum demand amid the COV-
ID-19 pandemic brought down
the market in Minbu Township,

Magway Region. Additionally,
the growers are facing financial
hardship due to high input cost
to stop whiteflies on Chrysanthe-

mum during the harvest time.
"The Chrysanthemum mar-

ket is commonly dependent

on household consumption in

flower offerings to Buddha. The
whiteflies infestation caused
damage to flower. The price is
not good during the pandemic.
The growers are not financially
doing well with the business due
to high input cost for insecti-
cide," said a grower Ko Zaw Min.

Yetwingon village-tract
among the villages of Minbu
Township is the primary pro-
ducer of Chrysanthemum.
Shwewahwin, Lucky, Shwesain
and Ngushwewah (local Chry-
santhemum varieties) are pri-
marily grown. "The travel re-
striction poses another reason
for market fallouts. The traders
are experiencing difficulties to
send to markets in other regions
and states. The market sees a
steep drop in demand," a seller
Mon Mon said.

Furthermore, Chrysanthe-
mums are damaged by heavy
rain in June this year, the grow-
ers said.—Zayyatu (Magway)

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

COVID-19 Call
Centre opens daily

In efforts to speed up the prevention, containment and treatment of the COVID-19 disease, the call centre
(phone number 2019) is established by four communications operators and the Blue Ocean Company with the coor-
dination of the Medical Research Department of the Health and Sports Ministry and Post and Telecommunications
Department from 9 am to 5 pm daily at the Medical Research Department in Yangon.

Over 43 staff from the Medical Research Department and 17 volunteers from the Myanmar Medical Association

totally 60 workers have been working at the centre since 8th April.—MNA
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New sugar likely to fetch
good price at year-end

THE price of new sugar pro-
duced at the end of December
is expected to rise as the stock
of old sugar, and imported sugar
is remained less, according to
Sugar and Cane Related Prod-
ucts Association.

"Local sugar mills are start-
ed running beginning from 5 De-
cember. The new sugar will be
produced in December-end. The
stock of old sugar has become
lesser. Additionally, sugar import
is rarely found in the meantime.
Sugar price has surprisingly ris-
en this year in the international
market. The domestic sugar
market also sees a potential,”
said U Thi Ha Tun, secretary of
Sugar and Cane Related Prod-
ucts Association.

Sugar millers purchased
sugarcanes in mid-December;,

and the mills are operating to
produce sugar by the 2020-2021
sugarcane season. At pres-
ent, the sugar mills in eastern
and western Bago Region are
running. The mills in northern
and southern Shan State and
Sagaing Region are soon to op-
erate.

"Myanmar can export lo-
cally produced sugar to China
and Viet Nam. As the supply is
deficient, the price will rise on
the growing demand for sure,"
vice-chairman U Win Htay of the
association guessed.

Sugarcane covered 438,420
acres in the country this year.
Myanmar's sugar mills intend to
grind 4.2 million tonnes of sugar-
canes in the 2020-2021 sugarcane
season, the Agriculture Depart-
ment stated.

Myanmar produced about
450,000 tonnes of sugar from
440,000 acres of sugarcane plan-
tations in the 2014-2015 financial
year, over 390,000 tonnes from
390,000 acres in the 2015-2016FY,
over 370,000 tonnes from 400,000
acres in the 2016-2017FY, over
500,000 tonnes from 400,000 acres
in the 2017-2018FY, and 500,000
tonnes from 500,000 acres in the
2018-2019FY.

Sugar cane prices were
pegged at over K50,000 per ton
in the 2015-2016FY, K45,000 in the
2016-2017FY, K41,500 in the 2017-
2018FY, and K38,000-40,000 in the
2018-2019FY, according to news
released online by the Ministry
of Commerce.—Min Htet Aung
(Mandalay sub-printing house)

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

Over 438,000 acres have been put under sugarcane this year.

PHOTO: MNA

CMP garment exports drop by $176 min in first month of 2020-2021FY

MYANMAR'S garment export
sector, which constitutes over 20
per cent of overall export value,
showed a steep drop of US$176
million in October of the current
financial year, according to the
data released by the Ministry of
Commerce.

In October of FY2020-2021,
the country exported $203.95 mil-
lion worth garments to foreign
countries. The figure plunged
from $384 million registered in
October of the 2019-2020FY.

At present, over 100 CMP
garment factories temporarily
shut down on the reason for the
lack of raw materials and slump
in demand due to the coronavi-
rus negative impacts, leaving
thousands of workers unem-
ployed. Sixty-four factories have
been permanently closed down
during the pandemic, compen-
sating about 25,000 workers. The

data does not include those fac-
tories which have not resolved
worker payments, the Ministry
of Labour, Immigration and Pop-
ulation stated.

The coronavirus impacts
badly batter the labour-inten-
sive enterprises according to the
Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration.

"Myanmar mainly exports
the garments to Japan and Eu-
ropean countries, especially
Germany. The US has also pur-
chased the garments made in
Myanmar. Some western coun-
tries cancelled orders amid the
pandemic. That's why we need
to focus on market diversifica-
tion. Myanmar Garment Manu-
facturers Association (MGMA)
requested the ministries con-
cerned to deal with changing
and cancelling order to keep
the business alive. Myanmar's

A garment worker sews clothes at a workplace in Yangon.

PHOTO :PHOE KHWAR

garment factories have been
complying with the COVID-19
health guidelines, and the buyers
recognized this. If the factories
can prevent from spreading the
virus, it will not affect the produc-
tion," MGMA General Secretary
Daw Khaing Khaing Nwe shared
at the virtual conference held on
11 December 2020.

Under the EU Myan Ku
Fund, we have now distributed
K5.2 billion in support across
67,810 payments to unemployed
garment factory workers as of 12
October. Workers in all the states
and regions of Myanmar have re-
ceived this financial assistance,
Jacob A. Clere, Team Leader for
EU Myan Ku Fund said.

Aung Myin Hmu, the gar-
ment industry training centre
is working together with the
EU Myan Ku Fund to train over
400 workers who are recently
out of the jobs, affected by the
COVID-19 impacts, as per the
12 October press release of Aung
Myin Hmu.

The plan is designated to
train the trainees for ten days,
with 18 batches, in a bid to up-
grade the existing skills and
make them more readily em-
ployable.

Next, foreign direct invest-
ments flow into many types of
businesses, including garment
enterprises. The foreign inves-
tors are not bothered by the dis-
putes between employers and
employees and the closure of

some CMP businesses during
the mean times, the Myanmar
Investment Commission af-
firmed.

Of the investment propos-
als, the manufacturing and la-
bour-intensive businesses are
prioritized by the commission.

The commission is planning
to accept investment projects in
manufacturing masks, pharma-
ceuticals and others which can
contribute to the fight against
the coronavirus in the country
at the soonest.

Myanmar mainly exports
CMP garments to markets in
Japan and Europe, along with
the Republic of Korea, China,
and the US.

The garment sector is
among the prioritized sectors
driving up exports. The CMP
garment industry has emerged
as a promising one, with pref-
erential trade from Western
countries.

Myanmar's garment facto-
ries operate under the CMP sys-
tem, and those engaged in this
industry are striving to trans-
form CMP into the free-on-board
(FoB) system. As the factories
cannot enter into a contract for
FoB, Own Design Manufacturing
(ODM) and Own Business Man-
ufacturing (OBM), the income is
limited, according to the MGMA.

Exports of garments man-
ufactured under the cut-make-
pack (CMP) system were valued
US$4.798 billion in the last finan-

cial year 2019-2020, according
to the data from the Ministry of
Commerce.

Although the sectoris facing
hardships because of the cancel-
lation of order from the Europe-
an countries and the suspension
of the trade by western countries
amid the pandemic, export val-
ues rose in the previous FY.

The export value of CMP
garments was only $850 million
in the 2015-2016FY, but it has tri-
pled over the past two FYs. In
the 2016-2017FY, about $2 billion
was earned from exports of CMP
garments. The figure increased
to an estimated $2.5 billion in
the 2017-2018FY and $2.2 billion
in the 2018 mini-budget period
(from April to September). It tre-
mendously grew to $4.6 billion in
the 2018-2019FY, according to the
Commerce Ministry.

Since an outbreak like
COVID-19 might happen in the
future, it is necessary to pre-
pare for a sufficient supply of
raw materials. The public and
private sectors will cooperate
in setting up the supply chain
on our own sources, including
weaving, knitting, dyeing, and
sewing factories.

The MGMA has more than
500 members, and garment fac-
tories in Myanmar, employing
more than 400,000 workers. In-
vestors prefer to invest in coun-
tries with inexpensive labour,
such as Myanmar—Ko Htet

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)
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Empowering

SMESs thro

ugh new

innovative digital
knowledge is a must

TH the COVID-19 pandemic wrecking the global
economy, our country’s gross domestic product
(GDP) growth is estimated to drop from 6.8% growth

reported between

2018 and 2019 to just 0.5% for 2019

to 2020, according to a World Bank report released in August.

Myanmar’s economic growth is projected to remain subdued
at 2 percent in the current fiscal year 2020-21 due to economic
disruptions associated with COVID-19 containment measures
imposed in December, the WB said.

However, we are confident that once the restrictions are
relaxed and cases of local transmission of the coronavirus are
slow, we would be seeing very positive economic growth in com-

once the
restrictions are
relaxed and
cases of local
fransmission of
the coronavirus
are slow, we
would be seeing
Very positive
eCOonomic
growth n
Coming years.

ing years.

The World Bank projected
growth would slowly recov-
er starting from March 2021.
Meanwhile, we need to take
measures to increase public
investments in infrastructure
and digital technologies to en-
sure that our country, as a dig-
ital nation and keep abreast
of the changing world due to
COVID-19 pandemic.

It is worth noting that
our small and medium enter-
prises still lagged behind the
digital access to finance and
market.

Hence, we need to pro-
mote our digital innovation
efforts to accelerate the small
and medium enterprises and
help SMEs in rural areas get
access to digital innovation as
we are committed to “no one
is left behind” vision.

Digital transformation is

driving change in all regional countries.

To shape Myanmar’s brighter future, the United Nations De-
velopment Programme also acknowledged that Myanmar’s youth
can make the difference in helping Myanmar to build back better
using digital technologies to transform how Myanmar does busi-
ness across the public and private sector to deliver on the SDGs.

Myanmar youth have a tremendous potential to use digital
technologies to shape Myanmar’s brighter future.

We are confident that our SMEs can make the difference in
helping our country to build back better using digital technologies

to transform.

Hence, we would like to urge all stake holders and technology
companies to create all possible opportunities for SMEs and the
country’s youths to develop their full potential to build Myanmar
as a digital nation and keep abreast of the changing world.

(GLOBALNEW Lf
-
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A brief look into the case studies in ELT
during and post-COVID crisis

By Dr. Zaw Tun

are now living in
the tug-of war Age,
in the sense that
while we are enticed
by the new opportunities, we are
faced with the emerging chal-
lenges. To use Thornbury's (2019)
terms, "in 1990s, and thereafter,
the English language teaching
proliferated big before them, abso-
lute global, massive by the turn of
the twenty-first century." However,
according to English UK's report
"Impact of COVID-19 on the Eng-
lish Language Teaching Sector in
the UK" (2020), the pandemic hit in
early February, and there was no
chance for face-to-face teaching
starting from 20 March 2020. As
the unprecedented changes had
taken place, many students had
to pack up for their return journey
home. Many courses offered for
scholarships were cancelled or
postponed.

During the COVID crisis,
since face to face teaching is out
of the question, online learning like
a synchronous Zoom Web Con-
ference System has to be the last
resort we have to seek for so that
teachers would not go unemployed
while learners would not go idle,
but continue learning during this
long break. In the post-COVID cri-
sis, since the New Normal context
in which this teaching-learning
process takes place can make a
strong impact on all sectors, the
overall impact may be considered
by the researchers focusing on

the local context, which would be
feedback to other stakeholders,
including the language policy
makers. Despite its drawbacks of
lack of social interaction through
personal contacts, one of the ad-
vantages of online learning is flex-
ibility: you can learn anywhere
at any time. But this flexibility is
challenged by the ease of access:
Is the Internet access guaranteed
to all parts of our country? To ex-
ploit this advantage of flexibility
of online learning, the language
teachers need to consider how to
get "socialized language learning"
springboard from the rigid frame
oflearning of textbook and "gram-
mar mcnuggets" to use the terms
of Thornbury (1999) because we do
not want to produce the glued-to-
the-screen generations.

The research findings of Dwi
Rahayu (2020) in Pamulang Uni-
versity, Indonesia, show that 62
students make positive responses
to three factors of online activi-
ties: communication, lesson ma-
terial and study process. On the
other hand, students prefer the
traditional face-to-face learning
in terms of communication and
materials, compared with the
e-learning.

It goes without saying that
research should come in pre-,
while-and post-Covid crisis. In
other words, we must at least be
prepared with Plan A, Plan B, etc.,
to face the unpredictable. At this
point, I would like to take the op-
portunity of giving a brief account
of the activities and case studies

The coronavirus pandemic has spurred the adoption of distance learning at all education levels.
PHOTO CREDIT: WORLD LEARN ORG

in primary and higher education
during and post COVID crisis in
Myanmar.

Background

Unlike many other countries,
Myanmar had remained unaffect-
ed by the first wave of the pandem-
ic for some time until to the return
of migrant workers. Universities
were then holding examinations.
Fortunately, the postgraduate ex-
aminations finished just in time,
but students taking the undergrad-
uate examinations had to sit for
two more papers when it was an-
nounced that all institutions under
the Ministry of Education, includ-

ing private schools and interna-
tional schools, were closed. When
the first wave of the pandemic was
almost over, measures were tak-
en to re-open the schools in line
with the directives of the Ministry
of Sports and Health. However,
especially with the flights from
Sittwe to Yangon, came the second
wave with a much faster spread at
a higher mortality rate. Because
online teaching and learning was
never expected in the context of
the teaching-learning process, the
institutions under the Ministry of
Education were not ready to face
the new situation, and had to be
closed again.

Higher education level
During the COVID- crisis,
Zoom meetings were conducted
at the administrative level over
how to tackle the New Normal
situations, and workshops were
provided for the teaching staff of
universities. For instance, Digital
literacy: Learning Management
System, sponsored by the Rec-
tors' Committee, Zoom Webinar
for Leadership and Management
in Higher Education by Prof. Dr
Aung Tun Thet and pedagogy
lectures by the Department of
Educational Theories, Sagaing
University of Education. Howev-
er, it must be pointed out that in

the post-COVID-19 crisis, a tracer
study be made on the effectiveness
of these training courses paving
the way to the combination of
pedagogy and practice in online
learning,.

Impact onjobs

As a case study of an inter-
national school in Mandalay has
pointed out, COVID-19 crisis has
made a strong negative impact on
jobs. Many institutions suffered
the issues of redundancies. On the
other hand, since the staff have to
follow the Stay-at-Home rules un-
der the directives of the Ministry of
Sports and Health, a considerable
number of teaching staff had left
their jobs and picked up their own
online teaching to three or four
students. As a result, a private
international school in Manda-
lay suffers a dearth of language
teachers to continue running
the school. Such challenges may
come over again if, God forbid it,
the pandemic would repeat itself.
It is suggested that as a project of
post-Covid crisis, schools should
start training the teaching staff
on how to conduct online classes
and exploit the effectiveness of
online teaching, as suggested by
an instructor trainer Lokethar
(2020): "It is true that training the
teachers on modern technology
and teaching methods would ad-
dress the issue of the current de-
ficiencies in the teaching-learning
process."

(TO BE CONTINUED)

The Asia Foundation launches Myanmar Business Environment Index 2020
Second edition of MBEI tool shows progress in governance for private sector development

THE Asia Foundation released
the Myanmar Business Environ-
ment Index 2020 (MBED. The
MBEI 2020, funded by UK Aid
through the DaNa Facility, is My-
anmar’s second installment of the
Index, which was first launched
in 2019.

The MBEI released on 10
December is a survey of primar-
ily businesspeople measuring
perceptions on the ease of doing
business across Myanmar.

The survey results are ana-
lyzed to produce an index for
each state and region of Myan-
mar, establishing a benchmark

for rating business-friendliness.
The index provides policymakers
with critical information to inform
decision-making regarding the
business landscape in Myanmar.

The MBEI is organized into
10 subindices, each a measure of a
specific dimension of the business
environment such as the cost of
entry, government transparency,
access to land, and the availabil-
ity of suitably skilled labor. Each
subindex consists of statistically
rigorous indicators—153 in total.
Each MBEI indicator tracks a
specific issue, for example, the
MBEI answers questions ranging

from how many businesses have
had difficulties with official reg-
istration to how frequently they
have power outages.

Findings from the MBEI 2020
reveal that there have been im-
provements in Myanmar’s local
governance for private sector de-
velopment since the first iteration
of the MBEI in 2018.

Some business environment
dimensions have improved more
than others; results for seven out
of the 10 subindices show im-
provements while there is a de-
cline for one dimension, law and
order. The MBEI 2020 suggests

that Yangon Region, Sagaing Re-
gion, Bago Region, and Nay Pyi
Taw are the best environments to
do business in Myanmar.

In addition to being able to
compare business landscapes
between Myanmar’s states and
regions, the MBEI 2020 offers spe-
cific insights within each state
and region. The index illustrates
the strengths and weaknesses for
each state and region, allowing
government decision-makers,
businesses, and the public totrack
progress in making each state
and region a better place to start
and grow businesses.

Mark McDowell, The Asia
Foundation’s country represent-
ative in Myanmar remarked, “The
MBEI results can help govern-
ment pinpoint areas that need
special attention and then keep
track of the impact of efforts to
improve them. But it can also help
businesses make investment de-
cisions and citizens address pub-
lic interest issues. It’s a project
with benefits not just for business
or government, but for all mem-
bers of Myanmar society.”

ABOUT THE ASIA FOUNDA-
TION

The Asia Foundation is a
nonprofit international develop-
ment organization committed to
improving lives across a dynamic
and developing Asia. Informed
by six decades of experience and
deep local expertise, our work
across the region addresses five
overarching goals—strengthen
governance, empower women,
expand economic opportunity, in-
crease environmental resilience,
and promote international coop-
eration.

SOURCE: The Asia Foun-
dation

73" Independence Day
Anniversary (2021)

1. All Union nationals to protect and strive with “collective
strength” for Non-disintegration of the Union, Non-disin-
tegration of National Unity, and Perpetuation of National
Sovereignty.

2. All citizens to be able to enjoy on the same level - social
equality, economic equality, political equality, equality as
citizens, equal opportunity, and equality before the law.

3. To strive towards the amendment of the Constitution for the
emergence of a genuine Democratic Federal Union.

4. To build a modern developed Democratic Federal Union by
nurturing Union spirit for the perpetuation of the Union.

5. The government, together with the people to confront with
collective strength the challenges faced by the entire people
with increased momentum for all-round development of the
country.

Myanmar Daily Weather Report

(Issued at 7:00 pm Sunday 20 December, 2020)

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy over
the Andaman Sea and South Bay and a few cloud elsewhere
over the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL NOON OF THE 21 December;,
2020: Light rain are likely to be isolated in Taninthayi Region
and Eastern Shan State. Degree of certainty is (60%). Weather
will be generally fair in Naypyitaw, Lower Sagaing, Mandalay,
Magway Regions and partly cloudy in the remaining Regions
and States.

STATE OF THE SEA: Strong easterly winds with moderate to
rough seas are likely at times Gulf of Mottama, off and along
Mon-Taninthayi Coasts. Surface wind speed in strong easterly
winds may reach (30-35)m.p.h. Sea will be moderate elsewhere
in Myanmar waters. Wave height will be about (5-8) feet in Gulf
of Mottama, off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coasts and about
(4-7) feet Deltaic, off and along Rakhine Coast.

OUTLOOKFOR SUBSEQUENT: Likelihood of slight decrease
of night temperatures in Bago, Yangon, Ayeyarwady, Tanin-
thayi Regions and Kayah, Kayin, Mon States.

FORECAST FORNAYPYITAW AND NEIGHBOURING AREA
FOR 21% December, 2020: Generally fair weather.

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA
FOR 21December, 2020: Partly cloudy.

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING AREA
FOR 215t December, 2020: Generally fair weather.
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947 new cases of COVID-19 reported on 20 December, total figure rises to 116,134

MYANMAR'’S COVID-19 positive cases rose to 116,134 after 947 new cases were reported on 20 December according to the Ministry of Health and Sports. Among

these 116,134 confirmed cases, 2,443 died, 95,387 have been discharged from hospitals.—MNA

Updated at 8 pm, 20 December 2020

Total Cases

Total Death Tally

116,134

2,443

New Cases

Discharged from Hospital 95,387

19

Ministry of Health and Sports

Bamboo chicken coops on brink of extinction

THE traditionally-woven chicken
coops is on the verge of extinc-
tion in Kyaukkyi Town, Taungoo
district, Bago Region, according
to the handicraft manufacturers.

"We make a bamboo basket
for the chicken trap. It is tradi-
tional arts which passed gener-
ations to generations. However,
most of the young people are lack
of interest in traditional arts and
crafts. We are worried about tra-
ditional skills being on the way to
extinction, a basket maker Saw
Po Poe stressed.

"We use bamboo in weaving

chicken baskets. It takes two to
three hours to make a basket.
We make many kinds of bam-
boo baskets, including fish trap,
chicken trap, eel trap, etc.," he
added.

The business can run
throughout three seasons —
summer, monsoon and winter.
The traditional basket making
business can earn income amid
the coronavirus pandemic, the
artisan's family said.—Ko Thar

Gyi (Kyaukkyi)

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

A woman is weaving bamboo
chicken coop. PHOTO : KO
THAR GYI (KYAUKKYI)

Women provided with digital,
leadership skills training

Ooredoo Myanmar launched its
Tech Age Girls (TAG) programme
2020-2021 for empowering yong
women with digital literacy and
leadership skills.
Myanmar Book Aid and Pres-
ervation Foundation-MBAPF or-
ganized the one-year Tech Age
Girls Program for young women
aged 16-20 with an aim to equip
them with essential leadership
and digital technology knowledge.
Each year over 100 young
women from different communi-
ties are selected to participate in

the programme.

The Tech Age Girls program
since 2016 with connectivity and
devices, and became the main
sponsor in 2019. More than 200
young women have been recruit-
ed to participate in the Tech Age
Girls 2020-21.

The Tech Age Girls Program
includes three phases of learning
- ICT skills, soft skills and lead-
ership summit, and these three
phases will start in December
2020 and ends in October 2021.
— GNLM

YAC L turns fifth year handing over from YIA

IT has been slightly more than 5
years since the effective opera-
tion and management of Yangon
International Airport (“YIA”) was
transferred from the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation (“DCA”)
to Yangon Aerodrome Company
Limited (“YACL?) pursuant to a
Concession Agreement signed
on 6th January 2015.

Much has been achieved in
this short period with the Yan-
gon International Airport Devel-
opment Project: New Terminal
buildings, Terminal 1 (Interna-
tional) and Terminal 3 (Domestic)
with the forthcoming retrofitting
of Terminal 2 (International),
new Rescue & Fire Fighting Sta-
tion and considerable increase

in aircrafts parking positions.
Whilst the physical infrastruc-
ture has transformed the land-
scape, many important changes
and improvements in operation,
capacity building and resource
development have also occurred
boosting safety, security and effi-
ciency of YIA.

YIA Terminal 1 (Internation-
al) was officially opened in March
2016.

In the short term, efforts to
ensure sustainability of YIA will
be implemented. Proposition for
cost cutting measures including
furlough or retrenchment with
its impact and consequences
on YIA’s safety, security and ef-
ficiency are considerations that

management will not take lightly.

The paramount importance
is the well-being of our people and
our airport users.

YIA has an important role as
the main gateway of Myanmar. In
the economic growth of Yangon
and Myanmar, YIA serves as the
connection hub for investment
and growth. The future growth
shall be addressed together with
the other stakeholders and the
public, aiming for a technically,
environmentally and economi-
cally balanced approach.

The opportunities lie in the
future, with preparedness and
readiness of changes, YACL is
ready to seize and deliver the op-
portunities. —GNLM
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A TUMULTUOUS YEAR OF DIFFERENCES

Saudi Arabia and Russia express unity al

Saudi Arabia and Russia on Sat-
urday said they backed each
other ahead of a key OPEC+
oil summit, following a tumultu-
ous year of differences over oil
production and volatile prices.

Earlier this month, the
13-member Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC), plus allies includ-
ing Russia — a group known
as OPEC+ — said that from
January 2021 they would raise
production by 500,000 barrels
per day.

Saudi Oil Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman said the
OPEC+ cooperation charter
had brought the group together,

producing “good results”.

“That’s why it should be
perpetuated,” he told reporters
in a broadcast on state-run Al
Ekhbariya TV.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Alexander Novak said
Moscow “once again confirmed
our loyalty” to existing agree-
ments.

“We plan to work together
in order to achieve a balanced
situation... and to propose solu-
tions aimed at stabilising the
market,” Novak said.

OPEC+ will hold an online
summit on January 4, while Ri-
yadh and Moscow are due to
hold talks in March, a meeting

hoped to be “in person”, Prince
Abdulaziz said.

At the start of the year, a
price war had pitted Saudi Ara-
bia against Russia, the third and
second largest oil producers
respectively, as the oil market
was hit hard by the Covid-19
pandemic.

But faced with Moscow’s
refusal to reduce production
in line with OPEC cuts, Riyadh
had sharply increased its own,
causing prices to plummet.

Earlier this month, the
OPEC+ group struck a deal to
increase production over com-
ing months.

SOURCE: AFP

head of OPEC+ summit

A handout photo released by the Saudi Energy Ministry shows
Saudi Arabia’s Energy Minister Abdulaziz bin Salman chairing a
virtual extraordinary meeting of G20 oil ministers, in the capital

Riyadh. PHOTO: AFP/FILE

DEADLINE LOOMS

Path to post-Brexit deal
blocked by fish dispute

INTENSE haggling Saturday
over EU fishing rights in UK
waters threatened to sink nego-
tiations on a post-Brexit deal and
plunge cross-Channel trade into
chaos.

Fishing is now the main
obstacle to securing a pact by 1
January, when Britain leaves the
EU single market, after progress
on the other main issue of guar-
anteeing fair competition.

“It remains very blocked,”
one EU diplomat told AFP.

Another said Brussels had
made Britain its last offer on
fishing access and it was down
now to UK Prime Minister Boris

Johnson to decide whether he
wants a deal.

“If Britain doesn’t accept the
latest EU offer it will be a ‘no deal’
over fish,” he warned, adding that
London has until the end of the
year to decide.

The EU’s chief negotiator
Michel Barnier has proposed
EU fishermen giving up near-
ly a quarter of the value of the
fish they currently catch in UK
waters. Britain is understood to
be holding out for getting back
much more than half. The UK
has suggested this compromise
last for three years before it is
renegotiated, whereas Europe is

holding out for double that. “It’s
all down to numbers now,” the
second European diplomat said.

EU fishermen expressed
alarm that “we are in the throes
of being sold down the river,” in
a statement from the European
Fisheries Alliance.

It urged Barnier to stick to
protecting them, saying: “The
shape of a deal, as currently
stands would give a huge blow
to the European seafood sector
which is made up of more than
18,000 fishermen and 3,500 ves-
sels with an annual turnover of
20.7 billion euros.”

SOURCE: AFP

Fishing is now the main obstacle to securing a pact by 1 January, when Britain leaves the EU single market,
after progress on the other main issue of guaranteeing fair competition. PHOTO: AFP

FIRST ELECTIONS IN 15 YEARS

In refugee camps,
Palestinians prepare for
post-Abbas power struggle

IN Palestinian refugee camps
in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, some residents are pre-
paring weapons for a potential
power struggle when president
Mahmud Abbas finally leaves
the stage.

Abbas, 85, leader of the
dominant Fatah movement
and of the Palestinian Authority
(PA), has promised legislative
and presidential elections in
2021, for the first time in almost
15 years.

Rivals are already seeking
to build up a power-base.

In Balata camp, outside the
city of Nablus, walls are plas-
tered with posters picturing
Hatem Abu Rizq, regarded as
a “martyr” of Palestinian in-
fighting,

On October 31, Palestini-
an media reported one dead
and others wounded in Bala-
ta, where 30,000 people are

crammed into one quarter of a

Palestinian security personnel maintain a heavy presence around
Balata refugee camp in the Israeli-occupied West Bank, following an
upsurge in intra-Palestinian violence. PHOTO: AFP

square kilometre (one tenth of
a square mile).

This time, the casualties
were not the result of a clash
with Israeli forces, although
Abu Rizq spent almost 10 years
in Israelijails for his part in the
Palestinian uprising of 2000 to
2005. At the age of 35, he died in
the eruption of intra-Palestinian
violence in October.

Palestinian officials said he
was killed by the premature ex-
plosion of a bomb he was about
to detonate.

“But in truth he was killed
by shots from the Palestinian
Authority,” says his mother, Um
Hatem Abu Rizq, in the family’s
tiny apartment in a dilapidated
concrete building,

“He was looking to fight
corruption within the Palestin-
ian administration, that’s why
they didn’t like him,” she weeps,
kissing a giant poster of her son.

SOURCE: AFP
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North Korea to redevelop flagship tourist resort

PYONGYANG plans to redevel-
op its flagship Mount Kumgang
tourist complex into an interna-
tional resort, a year after lead-
er Kim Jong Un ordered South
Korean-built buildings there de-
molished, state media reported
Sunday.

The resort -- once a promi-
nent symbol of inter-Korean eco-
nomic cooperation -- was built by
South Korea’s Hyundai Asan on
one of the North’s most scenic
mountains, drawing hundreds of
thousands of Southern visitors.

But last year Kim con-
demned the development with
the South as an eyesore and
described facilities there as
“shabby” and built like “make-
shift tents in a disaster-stricken
area or isolation wards”, order-
ing their removal.

On Sunday, the official Ko-
rean Central News Agency re-
ported that Kim Tok Hun, the

North’s premier, stressed “the
need to build the tourist area
our own way” to turn it into a
“cultural resort envied by the
whole world”, during his visit to
the area.

He also called for pushing
ahead to turn the area into a
“modern and all-inclusive inter-
national tourist” resort, it added.

The Mount Kumgang com-
plex was once one of the two
biggest inter-Korean projects,
along with the now-shuttered
Kaesong Industrial Complex,
where Southern companies em-
ployed North Korean workers
while paying Pyongyang for their
services.

But its tours came to an
abrupt end in 2008 after a North
Korean soldier shot dead a tour-
ist from the South who strayed
off an approved path, and Seoul
suspended travel.

SOURCE: AFP

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un (C) in 2019 described facilities at the Mount Kumgang tourist area as

‘shabby’ and ordered their removal. PHOTO: KCNA VIA KNS/AFP/FILE

German factory races to churn out Covid-19 syringes

THE battle against Covid-19 has
delivered not just a vaccine at
record speed but also a spike
in demand for the billions of sy-
ringes needed to administer it.

One German factory is al-
ready busily churning out the
little plastic tubes and is confi-
dent global needs can be met.

“There won’t be a short-

One German factory is already busily churning out the little plastic tubes
and is confident global needs can be met. PHOTO: AFP

age of syringes, even if we are
facing a big challenge,” said
Otto-Philipp Braun, co-director
of Almo, Germany’s leading sy-
ringe manufacturer.

At the company’s produc-
tion site in the central German
town of Bad Arolsen, the loud
hum of machinery fills the hall.

Employees man the assem-
bly lines, wearing masks, hair
nets and occasionally ear plugs.

They churn out disposable
syringes 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, destined for use in
Germany and more than 140 oth-
er countries around the world.

One machine moulds
high-quality plastic granules
into thin, one-millilitre syring-
es, while another spits out the
pistons that fit snugly inside the
cylinder and are needed to push

out the vaccine.

The plastic piston is green,
matching the logo of German
parent company B.Braun, a giant
in the medical devices industry
and still owned by the Braun
family.

A total of 64 syringes with
pistons are assembled every 13
seconds.

Everyyear, Almo churns out
more than two billion syringes of
various kinds.

The needles that can be add-
ed to the injection devices are
produced by a B.Braun subsidi-
ary in Malaysia.

The company intends to
spend 30 million euros on an
additional assembly line, partly
to cope with increased demand
for the Covid-19 jabs.

SOURCE: AFP

Singapore gets shot in the arm from global drug demand

SCIENTISTS in protective cloth-
ing work in a high-tech laboratory
at a pharmaceutical plant in Sin-
gapore, whose coronavirus-hit
economy has received a shot in
the arm from robust global drug
demand.

The city-state is on course
for its worst ever recession this
year but factory activity has held

up, thanks partly to countries
rushing to stockpile medicines
during the pandemic.

The nation just half the size
of Los Angeles has become a
centre for drug makers and is
home to more than 50 factories,
owned by big players including
Pfizer, Roche, GlaxoSmithKline
and Takeda.

Singapore’s drug sector
“plays an important role in the
global pharmaceutical industry
supply chain”, Rajiv Biswas, Asia
Pacific chief economist at consul-
tancy IHS Markit, told AFP

And in 2020, “governments
and private-sector firms have
been building up inventories of
critical drugs as a result of the

severe supply chain disruptions
inmany countries during the pan-
demic”, he added. Data highlights
the benefits for the trading hub
-- biomedical manufacturing,
which covers pharmaceuticals,
has grown strongly, with output
expanding 90 percent on-year in
September alone.

SOURCE: AFP

TIME OF COVID-19

Air cargo and
container ship
restrictions
impacting
delivery of goods

AMID the Christmas festiv-
ities and the year’s biggest
shopping season, severe re-
strictions on trade between
China and the rest of the coun-
tries have infuriated retailers
and shoppers in Europe and
the United States.

During Germany’s first
lockdown in March due to
coronavirus, Oliver Hell-
mold, CEO of Notebooksbil-
liger, one of Europe’s largest
online electronics retailers,
had started ordering a large
number of gadgets from China
like every year’s pre-Christ-
mas sales “anticipating a
pandemic-related shift toward
people working from home”,
said Nikkei Asia. However, by
October Hellmond’s struggle
to maintain inventory had be-
gun. According to Hellmond,
since August the demand
from schools and the public
sector for monitors, PCs and
notebooks had increased by as
much as 40 per cent year-on-
year due to shifting of learning
and services to online mode.

SOURCE: ANI
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Indonesia launches Japanese-funded port to boost auto exports

INDONESIAN President
Joko Widodo on Sunday
presided over the soft
launching and initial
operation of the Japa-
nese-funded Patimban
deep sea port, located
some 120 kilometers east
of Jakarta.

Widodo said that with
the completion of the first
phase of Patimban Inter-
national Port in Subang
Regency, West Java Prov-
ince, Indonesia’s exports,
including autos, to the
global market are expect-
ed to increase.

In November 2017,
the Japanese government
signed an agreement with
Indonesia to finance the
first phase of the port de-
velopment project with a

The future Java Integrated Industrial and Ports

Estate. SOURCE: JIIPE

soft loan of some 119 billion
yen.

The port has a cur-
rent capacity for 3.75
million 20-foot-long cargo
containers or their equiva-
lent, while its car terminal
can accommodate 218,000
completely built-up units,

or CBUs.

Its capacities are ex-
pected to increase to 7 mil-
lion containers and 600,000
CBUs upon the completion
of the third phase in 2027.

Also on Sunday, Wido-
do, participating in the cer-
emony virtually, witnessed

the first shipment of 140
Toyota, Daihatsu and Su-
zuki cars to Brunei from
the new port.

Patimban, designated
as anational strategic pro-
ject, is expected to facili-
tate the country’s exports
by boosting time efficien-
cy and lowering logistics
costs.

It will ease heavy con-
gestion on roads to Tan-
jung Priok port, a major ex-
port base north of Jakarta.

The new port is lo-
cated in the east of indus-
trial parks in and around
Bekasi Regency, where
Japanese automakers and
car parts manufacturers
are building an industrial
cluster.

SOURCE: KYODO

$900BN

US lawmakers set to vote on virus stimulus deal: WSJ

US lawmakers agreed on
pandemic spending pow-
ers for the Federal Reserve
late Saturday, the Wall
Street Journal reported,
clearing the way for a vote
on a roughly $900 billion
Covid-19 relief package for
millions of Americans.

The deal would main-
tain the central bank’s
ability to set up emergency
lending programs without
congressional approval, the
Journal said, but the Fed
would require approval to
restart existing CARES Act
programs once they expire

at the end of this year.
Republicans had
sought to limit the Fed’s
ability to provide credit for
businesses and other in-
stitutions, claiming Dem-
ocrats were trying to use
the legislation to create a
“slush fund” for state and

local governments they
control. Democrats argue
restricting the bank’s pow-
ers could compound the fis-
cal crisis and hamper the
ability of the incoming Joe
Biden administration to
boost the ailing US econo-
my— SOURCE: AFP
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PESTICIDE TRADE NAME CHANGE ADVERTISING

The following two pesticides are distributed MARGA MIN CO., LTD and here we
would like to pesticide trade name change advertising. Anyone who would like to
object or inquiry about new trade name contact within 14 days to Joint-Secretary,
Pesticide Registration Board, Plant Protection Division, Bayint Naung Road, West
Gyogone, Insein Township, Yangon. MARGA MIN CO., LTD 09-455557861.

Sr. | Old Trade Name

New Trade Name

Active Ingredients

Registration No.

1. MarGa Forme

Marga King

Fomesafen 25% SL

P2020-5085

2. MarGa Foryou

Marga Queen

10% EC

Quizalofop-P-ethyl

P2020-4861

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

TUG: SALVAGE ACE & BARGE: TENMA

Consignees of cargo carried on TUG: SALVAGE
ACE are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving
on 21-12-2020 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of TMIT where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions
of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301191/2301178
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S BINAN DEVELOPMENT CO., LTD

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V EVER CHANT VOY. NO. (0224-021N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V EVER CHANT

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V ISEACO GENESIS VOY. NO. (110N/S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO

VOY. NO. (0224-021N) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21-12-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S EVERGREEN MARINE (S'PORE) PTE., LTD.

GENESIS VOY. NO. (110N/S) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 21-12-2020 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA LINES

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V NORDCLAIRE VOY. NO. (050W)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V NORDCLAIRE
VOY. NO. (050W) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 21-12-2020 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of MITT/MIP where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SEALAND MAERSK ASIA PTE LTD.
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Pwe Hla Haw Nan
in Pwe Hla Village,
southern Shan State

(THIHA, THE TRAVELLER)

WE Hla, also known as Pwe

Hla Village in Danu Region

in southern Shan State,

is now a thriving town. It
has been 260 years that Pwe Hla was
built and it can be said that it is a
very long-lived area. The town is also
peaceful on its own. During my visit, I
noticed that there was a lot of natural
beauty in the area. I assume that it
has the beauty of nature the travel-
lers haven’t seen yet. I went trekking
near its environment and also took a
look in the town and market.

The region owns various kinds of
flower and vegetable. Speaking of Pwe
Hla, in this article, I am going to tell you
my unplanned visit to Pwe Hla Haw Nan
while on a trip to Pindaya.

Pwe Hla Haw Nan

During my trip to Pindaya, some
local more talked about Pwe Hla Haw
Nan than Pindaya Haw Nan and it

makes me want to visit Pwe Hla Haw
Nan. I felt profound and enjoyed it
when I got there. The building struc-
ture of Pwe Hla Haw Nan is unique.
It feels like it has stone walls, unlike
any other Hall Nan. It is said that

the Indians created the Haw Nan by
carving gravel. The carpenters were
from China. One unique thing about
the Haw Nan is that the building

has a European-style look with the
Myanmar interior decorations. This
nearly 120-year-old Haw Nan is said
to be built in Japanese rule in Myan-
mar. The Haw Nan was the palace of
Saopha Sao San Mya, and we can see
the photographs of the Saopha and
his family and relatives in black and
white colours.

There are altogether 20 rooms,
ten rooms in upstairs and 10 in down-
stairs in the 400 square feet wide Haw
Nan. Except for some slight damages
in some place, the entire Haw Nan

Pwe Hla Saopha Sao San Mya.

Over a century-year-old European style Pwe Hla Haw Nan.

Maha Davi Daw Khin Tint.
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is still in a perfect condition. The
rooms don’t have much light be-
cause it has not been systematically
transformed yet into a museum. The
things inside of it are also found in

a state of disrepair with dust like a
warehouse.

As Ilooked around the room, I
could guess the conditions of that
time. The room where the Saopha
lived, the bed and the type of cord
used in those days are still there.
The door handles are also unique.

Even though the other rooms
are left as such, a small place where
Grandma Daw Sao Mya Aye lived at
the back entrance of the downstairs
and the Buddha shrine hall was
cleaned. The Buddha shrine was
there since the palace was built and
the photographs on the wall of the
living room in upstairs are the real
history, showcasing the first Saopha
to the last one.

I personally prefer the exterior
design of the Haw Nan. Grandma
Daw Sao Mya Aye whom I met
during my visit is the last daughter
among eight children of Saopha and.
Despite her age of being 90, I noticed
that she was relatively healthy and
active. The last daughter was a pro-
fessor at the History Department at
Taunggyi University and can speak
English fluently with clear pronun-
ciation. Due to her age, she didn’t
guide the tour when she was not in
the mood but, when she wanted to,
she used to explain the story of the
Haw Nan.

I appreciated her explanation

Hpa-Baung
cave in Mon
State attracts
more visitors

ORE and more people are visit-

ing Hpa-Baung Cave located in
Lamukho Village-tract, Kyaikmaraw
Township in Mon State. The cave is
home to the fascinating beauty of na-
ture and ancient pagodas, decorated
with stalactite and stalagmite inside

and hospitality as it was not the public
museum. It was sad to hear that she
passed away on 16 September 2020.
Of the relatives of Pwe Hla Saopha, U
Sao Aung Mya, the former Chief Min-
ister of Shan State, is still alive.

Notification to visitors

Let me kindly request you to be
extra careful when visiting by not
disturbing the family living in the Haw
Nan since it is not yet a public muse-
um.

Black and white pictures of the relatives.

When visiting

The Haw Nan is located in Pwe
Hla Village around 8 miles from
Pindaya. It can be easily searched in
Google Maps and also can be found
on Aung Ban- Pindaya road if you are
going from Kalaw, Aung Ban.

Of all the centuries-old Haw
Nans, Pwe Hla Haw Nan is the one
that amazes anyone who has ever
been there with its well-built and
unique design. Although it will be nice

to be transformed into a museum with

of it. The cave is situated on the east
bank of Attayan River, about an hour
walk from the Sabai Cave Bridge. At
present, there are 900 small and large
Buddha statues and seven pagodas
inside the Hpa-Baung cave. Besides, a
six-foot-high ancient artwork reclining
Buddha Statue covered by gold makes
the cave shine in golden colour.

The Hpa-Baung cave was first
discovered by a hunter from War Pyan
Kone Village around 1,200 years ago.
The pagoda festival is held annually
on the full moon day of Tagu since
after the discovery of ancient pagodas
carved in votive tablets and multiple
stupas in the cave. — Cho Cho (IPRD)

(Translated by Ei Phyu Phyu
Aung)

Fireplace in the Saopha’s bedroom.

good maintenance, the family’s desire
is more important. I want to suggest
to pay a visit to nature-based places
in Pwe Hla while the trip to Pwe Hla
Haw Nan.

(Translated by Et Phyu Phyu
Aung)
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Myanmar joins AFC Futsal Director’s Workshop 2020

REPRESENTING Myanmar, U
Naing Thaung Htike, Vice-Chair-
man of the Myanmar Football
Federation’s Futsal and Beach
Committee, attended the video-
conference of the Asian Football
Confederation (AFC) Futsal Di-
rector’s Workshop 2020, on 18
December, according to the yes-
terday’s statement with the MFF.

A total of 21 representatives
from the Asian Football Confed-
eration and the ASEAN Football
Federation attended the virtual
conference to highlight the re-
gional football matters.

At the workshop, repre-

sentatives from various ASEAN
countries discussed the current
situation of futsal and beach foot-
ball and the development plans of
futsal sport in each country, and
the AFC football authorities pro-
vided unique recommendations
for the AFC member countries.

AFC Futsal Director Iran Ali
Targholizadeh said that the world
of futsal in Myanmar is growing
year by year. He welcomed the
acquisition of a new world-class
futsal court and said he believed
the project would improve even
more.

The previous version of the

AFC Futsal Director’s Workshop
was also held in Kuala Lumpur;
Malaysia on 12 December 2019
and President of the Myanmar
Futsal and Sand Beach Commit-
tee Dr Ye Mon Htut, attended
the meeting and discussed future
development plans of the futsal
sport. —Lynn Thit (Tgi) &

/
Vice-Chairman of the MFF

Futsal and Beach Committee
U Naing Thaung Htike joins
the AFC Futsal Director’s
Workshop 2020 virtually on
18 December 2020.

PHOTO: MFF
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Federer training, committed to
playing Australian Open: Tiley

Roger Federer (right) was beaten by Novak Djokovic in the Australian
Open semi-finals this year. PHOTO: DAVID GRAY AFP

MELBOURNE — All the
world’s top players, including
20-time Grand Slam champion
Roger Federer; are expected to
be in Melbourne for the coro-
navirus-disrupted Australian
Open, tournament organiser
Craig Tiley said.

The opening Grand Slam
of the year; in front of at least 50
percent of normal crowds, has
been pushed back three weeks
until February 8 with all players
to undergo a mandatory 14-day
quarantine on arrival.

The delay could be pivot-
al for Federer, who admitted
last week he was in a “race
against time” to be fit as his
recovery from two rounds of
knee surgery takes longer than
expected.

Tiley said he had been in
touch with the 39-year-old and
he was going through his nor-
mal pre-season training routine
in Dubai. “Every player, includ-
ing Roger, has made a commit-
ment to travel to Melbourne to
play,” he said after confirming
the new start date on Saturday.

“We have been in touch
with him and his team and it’s
been three days now, he’s hit for
the first time in Dubai. He’s in
his normal pre-season training
routine. “He did say to us that
February 8 was a more suitable
date for him in terms of prepar-
ing for the Australian Open,”
Tiley added. “But a lot will de-
pend on how he responds to his
surgery in the next two to three

weeks of training.”—AFP H

How many goal landmarks left for Lionel Messi?

MADRID — Lionel Messi
reached a new landmark Satur-
day by scoring his 643" goal for
Barcelona, equalling the record
held by Pele for goals recorded
for the same club, but who is foot-
ball’s greatest marksman?
Messi’s latest achievement
came in the 2-2 draw with Valen-
cia when the 33-year-old headed
in from Jordi Alba’s cross after
his first-half penalty was saved.
It equalled the mark set by
Brazilian great Pele for Santos
before he left for New York Cos-

mos in 1974. Messi’s goals have
come in 748 matches, an average
of one every 1.16 games; Pele’s
came in 757 matches at one every
1.17 games.

“These figures are impres-
sive, we will never have a player
so effective at this club,” admit-
ted Barcelona coach Ronald
Koeman.

“That’s why he is the number
one. What he has done for this
club, it’simpressive.” Rarely does
a season go by when Messi isn’t
forcing football’s history books to

be updated.

On July 1, in a 2-2 draw with
Atletico Madrid, Messi scored
the 700th goal of his professional
career -- club and internationals
combined -- with a clever ‘Panen-
ka’ penalty. More than 15 years
have passed since Messi opened
his goal account with Barcelona.

It was on May 1,2005, against
Albacete in La Liga in a 2-0 win.

However, his love affair
with Catalonia soured in August
this year when he threatened to
leave—AFPH

Great leveller: Lionel Messi heads in against Valencia to equal Pele’s record for goals scored for one

club. PHOTO: AFP

Mexico’s Alvarez overpowers Britain’s Smith to claim two titles

LOS ANGELES — Mexican
pound-for-pound champ Saul Al-
varez ended the longest layoff of
his career on Saturday, brutally
overpowering the previously un-
beaten Callum Smith to capture

two super middleweight titles
with a unanimous decision in
Texas.

Three-division champion Al-
varez claimed the vacant WBC

title and Briton Smith’s WBA

version of the 168-pound belt,
overcoming a stark height differ-
ence as he moved up in weight
class for the fight in front of a
pandemic-limited crowd at the
Alamodome in San Antonio.

“I feel really proud to have
this,” Alvarez said. “I represent
not only the boxing world but my
country. I did a great job after a
13-month layoff.

“Iam the best in the world.”

Alvarez improved to 54-
1-2 with 36 knockouts, while
Smith suffered the first de-
feat of his pro career and
dropped to 27-1, 19 knockouts.
—AFPE
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