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Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Message of Greetings sent by State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
Chairperson of National Reconciliation and Peace Centre, on occasion
of 5" Anniversary of signing of Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement

14" Waning of Tawthalin, 1382 ME
15 October 2020

On this day, five years ago, the Union Govern-
ment and the leaders of the EAOs (Ethnic Armed
Organizations) signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement. To achieve lasting peace, we have
firmly resolved to complete the agreed tasks of
the NCA together without fail, based on duty,
responsibility and transparency. It could be said
that we have walked on the NCA path on the road
to peace for five years.

The fact that we have been celebrating the anni-
versaries of the signing of the NCA means that
we are reaffirming our promise to continue the
implementation of the agreements reached in the
NCA. Itis a testimony of the fact that all concerned

are marching forward in unity with firm beliefs
with respect to the implementation of the NCA.
However, I am sending this Message of Greetings
because it is not possible to celebrate this event as
in previous years due to the rules and regulations
imposed for the prevention, containment and
treatment of COVID-19.

The difficulties and challenges that we have en-
countered during the past five years with respect
to the implementation of the NCA were discussed
and negotiated among the various groups; we
have now been able to reach agreement on how
to overcome these challenges. At this time, among
all the ethnic nationalities, there are no differences

of opinion as to the common goal of building a
Democratic Federal Union, and this has become
our common dream for a Union. To materialize
this dream together in a pragmatic way, we now
have work programmes for different steps and
agreements for the implementation of these steps.
In the same way, we have been able to reach agree-
ment on our common aspirations for building a
Democratic Federal Union, something which has
been our hope for many years. This is Part 3 of
the Union Accord which was signed at the Union
Peace Conference — 215 Century Panglong, Fourth
Session.

SEE PAGE-2

Advance voting of Myanmar citizens
continues in Bangkok, Tokyo, Singapore

ADVANCE voting of Myanmar
citizens living abroad continue
their advance voting yesterday
for the 2020 General Election of
their home country.

The Myanmar Embassy in
Bangkok of Thailand facilitated
the voting of 524 nationals, while
the embassies in Tokyo and Sin-
gapore managed the voting of 57
persons and 1,243 persons.

Moreover, a total of 85 voters
cast their advance votes at the
Myanmar Embassy on 13 October
local time in London.

The respective embassies
took preventive and control meas-
ures with taking body tempera-
ture, providing hand sanitizers
before entering polling booths and
distributing gloves and masks.

A total of 19,09 advance vot-
ers was recorded on 14 October
for different time zones of respec-
tive countries.—MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Myanmar citizens casting advance votes in Tokyo, Japan, on 14 October. PHOTO : MNA



15 OCTOBER 2020
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

2 NATIONAL

“People are the key”

Message of Greetings sent by State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi for

5t anniversary of signing Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement...

FROM PAGE-1 measures taken in the administrative sector

After signing the NCA, during a period of five years,

we convened the Union Peace Conference — 21

Century Panglong for four times. We were able

to sign Parts 1, 2 and 3 of the Union Accord. We

were able to convene the Union Peace Conference

- 21°t Century Panglong successfully in Nay Pyi

Taw in accordance with the rules and regulations

prescribed for the prevention, containment and

treatment of COVID-19 with the participation and
support of individuals and organizations from the

Union Government, Hluttaw, Tatmadaw, EAOs,

and political parties. Part 3 of the Union Accord

which was signed at the said conference could
be regarded as an important milestone for peace
which is very important for national reconciliation
and internal peace; it contains precise policies for
implementation, practical programmes, steps for
implementation and the aspirations of the future

Union; all these are needed for building the Dem-

ocratic Federal Union in the post-2020 period.

The three programmes for peace which will be

implemented during the post-2020 period are as

follows:

(@) First Programme: National reconciliation and
internal peace. These two programmes to be
implemented in tandem. Negotiations will be
conducted with EAOs which have not yet signed
the NCA to reach ceasefire agreements and to
bring them to the political negotiations. While
conducting these negotiations, efforts will be
made with increased momentum to consoli-
date the ceasefire agreements already reached
with EAOs who are signatories of the NCA;
furthermore, negotiations will be conducted
to undertake reform measures to strengthen
and increase the effectiveness of the ceasefire
monitoring mechanisms. At the same time,
efforts will be made to uplift the rights of ethnic
nationalities and to ensure that legal reforms
are in harmony as these are the forerunners
of compacts that will lead to federalism; also

will be aligned towards equal rights.

(b) Second Programme: Democratic transition and
establishment of a Federal Union. These two pro-
grammes to be implemented in tandem. Negoti-
ations will be continued with respect to section
3, Part 3 of the Union Accord, which deals with
fundamental guidelines for the establishment of
the Democratic Union to take care of the points
that need further negotiations; a consensus will
be sought with respect to the nature of the state
constitutions. At the same time, the policy for
political negotiations will be amended to make
it practical in accordance with Schedule (1) of
the step-by-step programme and step-by-step
implementation for the post 2020 period. After
that, efforts will be made to obtain Schedule
(2) which will contain the detailed headings of
Schedule (1) which spells out the step-by-step
programmes and step-by-step implementations
for the post 2020 period which has already been
agreed. In dealing with democratic transition
and establishment of a Federal Union, thorough
negotiations and discussions will be held for a
programme for political and security integration
harmoniously; implementation mechanisms and
practical implementation modalities.

(¢) Third Programme: Implementation of pro-
grammes for amendment of the Constitution
based on the agreements that will emerge from
the First and Second Programmes. As discus-
sions are made on the step-by-step programmes
based on the guidelines, a political policy will
emerge which everyone can agree. A political
agreement will be reached at the working com-
mittee level, with the participation of technical
experts in accordance with the NCA road map, to
undertake the task of amending laws, including
the Constitution. Efforts will be made to formu-
late and implement programmes systematically
through consultations, as to how the Constitution
should be amended, how the matter of drawing
up state constitutions should be dealt with, and

how the programme for security integration

could be carried out harmoniously.
We will continue our efforts to implement with
increased momentum in the post-2020 period, the
“New programme for establishing the Democratic
Federal Union in the post-2020 period” which would
make it possible to effectively and harmoniously
implement the above three programmes for peace
which needs to be implemented further in the post-
2020 period. This will be done after review by various
working groups, inviting suggestions from those who
participated in the programmes and studies and
comments made on how implementation has been
carried out. This new programme will be carried out
to implement Part 3 of the Union Accord effectively,
to support the strengthening of the UPDJC and
JMC mechanisms along the NCA path, to provide
technical support to the representatives of working
groups who are participating in the negotiations at
various levels, and to be able to select viable options
for solving political problems in a pragmatic manner.
In Myanmar where different ethnic nationalities and
ethnic races are living side by side, it may be seen
that it is very important to recognize our diversity
and turn it into strength; for this, we need to estab-
lish a genuine Democratic Federal Union. We shall
continue to strive with firm resolve for reconciliation
and success of the peace process in a country where
internal armed conflicts have existed for over 70
years, reconciliation among the combatants, the
establishment of a genuine Democratic Federal
Union which has been the aspiration of all our ethnic
nationalities and peoples. I send this Message of
Greetings with a solemn pledge to continue working
relentlessly for the success of our programmes to
prevent and contain COVID-19 which we are facing
at present; to successfully carry out a free and fair
multi-party democracy general elections in a safe
and secure manner, and for the success of the New
Programme for the establishment of a Democratic
Federal Republic in the post-2020 period.

(Translated by Kyaw Myaing)

State Counsellor to deliver
speech about 5" anniversary of
NCA on MRTYV today

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, in her capacity as the Chairperson

Campaign speeches of three political
parties for 2020 General Election will
be broadcast for second time

CAMPAIGN speeches of Union Solidarity and Development Party-USDE,
Ethnic National Development Party (ENDP) and Kaman National Develop-

of National Reconciliation and Peace Centre, will deliver a televised speech about
the 5" anniversary of Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement on Myanma Radio and
Television at 8 pm news today—MNA

ment Party for 2020 General Election will be broadcast on MRTV, Hluttaw
Channel, Myanma Radio and MRTV Facebook page at 7 pm on 15 October for
the second time.—MNA

Section 59 (g) in Hluttaw Election Law

IN accordance with section 59 (g) of the Hluttaw Election Law, no one is allowed to vote more than once in any election for a Hluttaw
constituency in which he or she has the right to vote. Anyone who is found guilty of or abetting this act shall be punishable with

imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year, or with fine not exceeding K100,000 (one hundred thousand Kyats), or with both.




15 OCTOBER 2020
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

NATIONAL

3

Advance voting process for local voters outside their constituencies in 2020 General Election

® Heads of trainings, schools, hospitals and jails are to contact the sub-election commissions to get documents of Form 15.
® They must return these documents to sub-commission of respective townships by 26 August 2020 after the documents are

filled by the voters.

B Sub-election commission of respective townships must send ballot papers and envelopes for advance voting to the train-
ings, schools, hospitals and jails by 7 October 2020.
B Advance voting must be organized at trainings, schools, hospitals and jails on their appropriate day from 8 October 2020 to

21 October 2020.

® The envelopes containing ballot papers must be sent back to sub-election commission of respective townships by 4 pm on 8

November 2020.

Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Office of Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Message from Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing for 5" anniversary of Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement

Esteemed citizens of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and Union-born national brethren,

The 15 October 2020 is the 5th anniversary of
signing the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement-- NCA,
which is a significant milestone for Myanmar’s peace.
I'would like to extend greetings that may all the stake-
holders of the NCA, those who help us achieve the NCA,
leaders of ethnic groups, all witnesses from Myanmar
and foreign countries and all the people living in the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar be healthy and
happy and have greater strength in serving the interest
of the country and in realizing peace.

National ethnic people live together in the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar; and it lost its Independence in
1885 when it was annexed by colonialists. The invaders
tried to divide the national ethnic people of Myanmar
so that they cannot grant Independence for Myanmar.
When the time had come near for Myanmar to gain
Independence, the colonialists helped create separa-
tist movements and armed insurgencies. For more
than 70 years, Myanmar experienced multi-coloured
insurgencies. The successive governments worked
hard to stop insurgencies and to achieve nationwide
peace, but in vain because of various situations.

Based on the “Our Three Main National Caus-
es”, the Tatmadaw government invited ethnic armed
organizations to discuss peace, starting from 18 Sep-
tember 1988. As a result, by going through the peace
process, the country could agree on a ceasefire with
ethnic armed organizations, and achieve nationwide
peace.

Under the Tatmadaw government, it achieved
only “gentleman agreements” such as agreements
on temporary accommodation for ethnic people, the
designation of areas and regional development.

In switching into democracy, lasting peace is
essential. In the multi-party democratic era, peace
process and agreements need to match with the
democratic system. So, we take efforts to draft the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA), which is the
beginning of peace.

14" Waning of Tawthalin, 1382 ME
15" October 2020

Drafting NCA was discussed after the Laiza Con-
ference on 2 November 2013. The draft verision of NCA
was developed on 31 March 2015. From the draft ver-
sion to its final edition of NCA, the detailed discussions
were made for six times before reaching agreements.
Almost all the provisions in NCA were based on the
suggestions of EAOs, while the government and the
Tatmadaw made coordination.

With the participation of 8 ethnic armed organiza-
tions, the NCA was signed on 15 October 2015 due to
coordination, patience, high-mindedness and selfless
efforts of the members from the government, the
Hluttaw, the Tatmadaw and the EAOs. Another two
EAOs joined the agreement in 2018. The Tatmadaw
recognizes the role of participants for their strenuous
efforts in the emergence of NCA.

The provisions in NCA have wider meaning
although the document is titled as the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement.

The fundamental principles of NCA include cease-
fire talks, the establishment of political culture to
avoid military option to solve political problems for
ensuring lasting peace, and that the processes will
be implemented in line with the results from political
dialogues of the roadmap.

In addition to many national races, Myanmar also
has many political parties based on various political
views, localities and national groups. Therefore, wid-
er representation of the political parties which are
striving for the affairs of ethnic people and the State
isrequired in state-building tasks. These parties could
have opportunities to work for the benefits of their
regions and their people more effectively only when
this system could be practised. Then, a Union system
with lasting peace, democracy and federal system
could be established as quickly as possible, and this
way should be considered.

The Panglong Agreement is a symbol that rec-
ognizes stronger unity of national people, as well as
a symbol of historic value for removing long-term
conflicts and mistrusts among each other. Therefore,
the provisions of NCA need to be implemented.

The three parts of Union Accord must be tabled
to the Hluttaw for discussions in a democratic way.

COVID-19 pandemic has occurred as the sec-
ond wave since early September in this country. The
number of confirmed cases has reached over ten
thousand and over a hundred of death toll until now.
The Tatmadaw has put strenuous efforts in the control
measures against the disease, and donations have
been made at the self-administered zones and regions
and the control areas of ethnic armed organizations.
During the outbreak of disease, the Tatmadaw is
working together with the public for socio-economic
development of people.

By strict adherence to the rules for COVID-19
prevention, people could overcome the pandemic as
decent citizens. The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic
is oceurring across the country. Although about 7,000
million people are suffering from a decline in socio-eco-
nomic sectors, the trade of commodity has not declined
yet. As the food is a fundamental need for every body,
it is advised to increase foodstuffs production in re-
spective regions to promote individual incomes and
state revenues. The Tatmadaw will join hands with
the public with the best efforts in socio-economic
development of the country.

The 2020 General Election will be held in No-
vember. The election plays a vital role in multiparty
democracy system, and that it needs to be free and
fair. It is also advised to elect the ‘capable candidates
who can work for the country in genuine desire with
Union spirit’. A right choice could help to be fully able
to enjoy democracy, peace and development expected
by the ethnic people.

The Tatmadaw will work together with national
people in establishing a united and strong Union based
on democracy and federal system in line with the desire
of ethnic people. All the respective organizations and
national people are urged to participate in the works
for the lasting peace and sustainable development of
the country.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
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Working Committee to address impact of COVID-19
on country’s economy meets

Subsequently, the government added a further Kyats 100 billion
to the COVID-19 Fund and approved Kyats 20.777 billion in loans to
1,041 enterprises. Yesterday’s meeting approved the disbursements
of Kyats 21.122 billion to 1,200 enterprises.

Number of Enterprises from different Sectors and loans disbursed:

No. | Title Enterprises | Million
(Kyats)
1. Agricultural Sector 41 1,010
2. Livestock Sector 182 2,957
3. Fisheries Sector 93 2,218
4, Export Sector 42 1,770
Union Minister U Thaung Tun presides over the Working Committee to adress the impact of COVID-19 on the > Import Substitution Sector 153 3,432
country’s economy where K21.122 bln are approved to disburse to 1,200 enterprises. PHOTO :MNA 6. Supply Chain 49 1,257
. . L . 7. Food Manufacturing 1,570 27,560
iI‘HE tenth meetmg of the Work-  ter for Ir.lvestme.nt and Foreign istries cqncerned took part in 2 Foreign Employment Services | 70 870
ing Committee to address the Economic Relations. Members the meeting.
impact of COVID-19 on the of the working committee Union Following the setting up of | %- Vocational Training 41 825
country’s economy was held Ministers, U Soe Win, U Thein the first COVID-19 relief fund | Total 2,241 41,899

via videoconference yesterday

Swe and Dr Than Myint, the

of Kyats 100 billion in April, the

Governor of the Central Bank of
Myanmar, U Kyaw Kyaw Maung
and representatives of the Min-

The meeting also discussed the need to carry out an assessment
regarding the impact of the loans disbursed so as to decide on a
future course of action—MNA

afternoon.
The meeting was chaired
by U Thaung Tun, Union Minis-

Committee approved the dis-
bursement of loans to 3,393 en-
terprises.

Advance voting in Thailand.

Advance voting in Singapore.

Advance voting in London. (NEWS ON PAGE-1)

888 more new cases of COVID-19 reported on 14 October, total figure rises to 31,325

MYANMAR’S COVID-19 positive cases rise to 31,325 after 888 new cases were reported on 14 October according to Ministry of Health and Sports. Among these
31,325 confirmed cases, 732 died, 13,866 have been discharged from hospitals.—MNA

Updated at 8 pm, 14 October 2020

Total Cases New Cases

39

Total Death Tally 732

Discharged from Hospital 13,866

Ministry of Health and Sports
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Union Minister U Thaung Tun participates in Virtual 11 Intersessional
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Ministerial Meeting

UNION Minister for Investment
and Foreign Economic Rela-
tions U Thaung Tun yesterday
attended the 11* Intersessional
Regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (RCEP)
Ministerial Meeting via video-
conference.

During the meeting, the
RCEP Trade Negotiation Com-
mittee (TNC) Chair presented
the TNC report to the Minis-
ters on the status of the RCEP
Negotiations. The Ministers
exchanged views on the prepa-
rations for the signing of the
RCEP Agreement at the 4th
RCEP Summit.

The Ministers welcomed
the significant progress made
by the RCEP Trade Negotia-
tion Committee and the Working

Union Minister U Thaung Tun attends virtual 11" Intersessional Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Ministerial Meeting via
videoconference on 14 October 2020. PHOTO: MNA

Group on Legal and Institutional
Issues for completion of legal
scrubbing to ensure timely com-
pletion of the agreement. The
Ministers also agreed that the
RCEP would keep the door open

for India to join the agreement
when it was ready to do so.
The Union Minister com-
mended the Trade Negotiation
Committee, the Working Group
on Legal and Institutional Issues

and the ASEAN Secretariat for
their hard work in ensuring the
timely completion process for
signing of the RCEP Agreement.

The meeting was attend-
ed by RCEP Ministers from 10

ASEAN Member States and
Australia, China, Japan, Ko-
rea and New Zealand, the TNC
Chair and TNC leaders, the Sec-
retary-General of ASEAN and
officials. —MNA

Sixth Myanmar-EU Human Rights Dialogue held via videoconference

Union Minister U Kyaw Tin co-chairs the sixth Myanmar-EU Human Rights Dialogue via videoconferencing on

14 October 2020. PHOTO :MNA

UNION Minister for Interna-
tional Cooperation U Kyaw
Tin attended the Sixth Myan-
mar-EU Human Rights Dia-
logue which was held via vid-
eoconference at 1:00 pm on 14

October 2020 from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Nay Pyi Taw.
The Dialogue was co-chaired
by U Kyaw Tin, Union Minister
for International Cooperation
and Mr Eamon Gilmore (for-

mer Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs and
Trade of Ireland), the European
Union’s Special Representative
for Human Rights.

The dialogue was also par-

ticipated by the Myanmar Am-
bassador to EU and Senior Offi-
cials from Ministries concerned
from Myanmar, and Mr Ranieri
Sabatucci, Head of Delegation
of the European Union to My-
anmar, Mr Alessandra Schiavo,
Ambassador of Italy to Myan-
mar, Ms Riikka Laatu, Ambassa-
dor of Finland to Myanmar, EU
Senior Officials and diplomats
from some EU member States
based in Yangon.

During the dialogue, the
two sides exchanged views on
a wide range of human rights
issues relating to the challeng-
es facing Myanmar in its dem-
ocratic transition, situation in
Rakhine State, progress on im-
plementation of the recommen-
dations of Advisory Commission

on Rakhine State, labour rights,
rights of women, children and
persons with disabilities, busi-
ness and human rights, freedom
of expression, countering hate
speech and human rights coop-
eration in multi-lateral fora as
well as fundamental rights and
freedoms pertaining to EU’s ex-
perience in protection of human
rights including migration and
asylum issues.

Both sides also discussed
the updates on the ongoing
GSP engagement between My-
anmar and the EU Enhanced
EBA monitoring mission
and shared the experiences
and good practices of other’s
measures on the prevention
and containment of COVID-19.
—MNA

Central Farmland Management Committee holds 33" meeting

THE Central Farmland Man-
agement Committee yesterday
morning held its 33" meeting via
videoconferencing.

The meeting was attended
by Central Farmland Manage-
ment Committee Chairperson
Union Minister for Agriculture,
Livestock and Irrigation Dr Aung
Thu, the committee’s Vice-Chair-
person Deputy Minister U Hla
Kyaw, and members including
the Permanent Secretary and
the Directors-General.

During the meeting, De-
partment of Agriculture Land
Management and Statistics Di-
rector-General U Thet Naing Oo,
in his capacity as Secretary of

the committee, announced the
subjects to be discussed in the
meeting. Then, the participants
make discussions.

Union Minister Dr Aung Thu
said that 33 meetings could be
held in the five years of the term
of the current government. He
added that the meeting was held
to discuss how to efficiently han-
dle some cases submitted to the
Central Farmland Management
Committee. The Union Minister
said that various subjects includ-
ing matters on plan to give com-
pensations to the original owners
of confiscated lands should be
discussed.

The Union Minister pointed

out that if the amounts of com-
pensations for confiscated lands
are smaller than the fair amount,
the original land owners who
will have to give up their lands
will suffer disadvantages and if
the amounts for compensations
are larger than the fair amount,
the country will suffer financial
losses. So, the calculation of
the amounts needs to be made
properly and fairly. The meeting
decided that more than K 2 bil-
lion will be given to original land
owners as compensation for con-
fiscated lands, and crops.—MNA

Maung Swe)

MoALI Union Minister Dr Aung Thu attends the Central Farmland
(Translated by Maung Management Committee 334 meeting via videoconference on 14

October 2020. PHOTO: MNA
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Govt officials, well-wishers donate cash to national COVID-19 committee

A donation ceremony for meas-
ures against COVID-19 preven-
tion, control and treatment was
held at the Ministry of Health
and Sports yesterday afternoon.

Union Minister for Trans-
port and Communications U
Thant Sin Maung, Union Minis-
ter for Natural Resources and
Environmental Conservation
U Ohn Win and Union Minister
for Hotels and Tourism U Ohn
Maung firstly explained the rea-
son of the cash contribution to
COVID-19 committee.

Union Minister for Health
and Sports Dr Myint Htwe said
the ministry always keeps eye on
nature and spread of virus and
resources of the country.

He continued saying that it
is absolutely essential to follow
the health rules as there might
be small waves of infections in
the country after the second
wave of COVID-19 and before
the vaccine is developed.

According to the data, 95 per
cent of the deaths in the country
are with underlying conditions

Union Minister Dr Myint Htwe (R) receives the donations from the ministries and well-wishers. PHOTO: MNA

like hypertension, diabetes and
heart attack and so all the people
including elderly persons need
to follow the health guide-lines
without fail, said the Union Min-

ister, adding that the currently
received cash will be used es-
pecially for the hospitals, ICU
(Intensive Care Unit) and up-
grading oxygen pipelines.

Then, Union Minister for
Transport and Communications
and his wife and staff of Eco-
nomic Department and Trans-
port Department of Myanma

Railways donated K10 million
while K26,853,000 by the staff of
Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environmental Conserva-
tion, K3,530,000 by the staff of
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism,
K4.2million by the Union Audi-
tor-General and his staff, Kimil-
lion by the staff of Department
of Higher Education including
Director-General, K1,321,000 by
Loikaw University, K3,005,000 by
Taunggyi University, K7,475,000
by Yadanabon University, K
1million by U Htin Kyaw, mem-
ber of Shan State sub-election
commission and his wife, Daw
Nan Hmwe and Klmillion by U
Thet Shay+Daw Myint Myint
Thu from FMI City of Hlinethaya
Township.

Union Minister Dr Myint
Htwe, Deputy Minister Dr Mya
Lay Sein and Permanent Secre-
tary Professor Dr Thet Khaing
Win received the cash donation
and gave the certificates of hon-
our in return—MNA

(Translated by Khine Thaz-
in Han)

Myanmar nationals return home
from foreign countries

Arelief flight of MAI brought 145
Myanmar seamen with finished
contract of JSM International
Ltd under the arrangement of
Myanmar Embassy in Seoul and
the company, and it landed at
Yangon International Airport
yesterday.

The 10* relief flight of MAI
arranged by Myanmar Embassy
in Riyadh to bring back Myan-
mar nationals stuck in Oman,
Bahrain and UAE arrived in
Yangon, carrying 165 Myanmar
nationals on the same day.

Among these returnees, 4

Myanmar nationals were from
Bahrain while 7 each from Qa-
tar and Oman, 84 from UAE,
6 from Sri Lanka, 2 each from
Norway and Britain, 3 from Italy,
6 from South Africa, 1 each from
Austria and Bangladesh, 4 from
Russia, 3 from French and 35
seamen from UAE and Qatar.
The Ministry of Labour, Im-
migration and Population, the
Ministry of Health and Sports
and the Yangon Region govern-
ment arranged 7-day quarantine
at specific places or designat-
ed hotels, followed by the 7-day

home quarantine.

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs has been working with
Myanmar embassies in foreign
countries and local ministries
concerned to bring back the
Myanmar citizens and sea-
men stranded abroad due to
the suspension of commercial
flights, in accordance with the
guidance of the National-Level
Central Committee on Preven-
tion, Control and Treatment of
COVID-19.—MNA

(Translated by KhineThaz-
in Han)

XXXXXXXXXKXXX

Returnees are queuing at the Immigration counter of Yangon International Airport on 14 October

2020. PHOTO: MNA

Ayeyawady Foundation donates
hospital equipment, cash assistance
to South Okkalpa hospital

Dr Win Maw Oo (L), Superintendent of the South Okkalapa Hospital
receives donations from Ayeyawady Foundation. PHOTO: KO MOE

THE Ayeyawady Foundation
which had involved in the
prevention and treatment of
COVID-19 disease donated
hospital equipment and nec-
essary cash assistance to the
South Okkalapa General Hos-
pital yesterday.

Ma Eaint Hmuu Zaw
and Ko Ye Mann Zaw from
the Foundation presented
10 million kyats and hospital
equipment to South Okkala-
pa General Hospital Medical
Superintendent Dr Win Maw
Oo and the Superintendent
returned the certificate of
honour.

The Foundation has been

donating medical supplies to
COVID-19 hospitals since
March and medical insuranc-
es were provided to doctors
and health workers.

The Ayeyawady Founda-
tion, under the guidance of the
Ministry of Health and Sports,
is building the Ayeyawady
Centres at the Thuwanna
Football Stadium and the
National Football Academy
(Yangon) to treat COVID-19
patients as well as providing
COVID-19 medical treatment
in other regions and states.
—Ye Yint Shine

(Translated by Ei Phyu
Phyu Aung)
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Shan-Yangon transport cost double amidst COVID-19 resurgence

By Nyein Nyein

THE transport cost for com-
modities from Shan State to
Yangon Region has increased
more than double amid the coro-
navirus crisis, said U Kyaw Thu,
secretary of the Myanmar Fruit,
Flower and Vegetable Produc-
er and Exporter Association
(MFVP).

At present, the truck fare
rates remarkably soar to K1.6
million from the previous rate of
K600,000-650,000, he continued.

"We can steadily transport
the goods at the previous rate of
K600,000-650,000. Now, the truck
drivers are price markers," he
stressed.

Following the double in-
crease rate, only 20 to 30 trucks
are seen entering Thirimingala
Market of Yangon in the recent
days.

"We see the entry of over 20
trucks only these days. Before
the coronavirus outbreak and
the period before the resur-

gence of coronavirus, hundreds
of trucks are flowing into the
region," he stated.

The vegetables such as
tomato, cabbage, cauliflower,
broccoli, bell pepper, eggplant,
potato and onion are abundant
in Shan State. However, the lo-
cal products cannot easily be
transported to the other regions
owing to high truck fares and
other transport difficulties. As
a result, the commodity prices
are so high for consumers, ac-
cording to MFVP,

"The truck operators raised
the fares. Consequently, it di-
rectly hurts consumers. Nev-
ertheless, the farmers do not
even get handsome profit and
benefit from that. The con-
sumer price is unexpectedly
ten times higher than the low
introductory rate of farmers.
Transport problem must be re-
solved to control the commodity
rate. If not that, the price will
continue rising," he shared his
opinions.

Truck owners have raised transport charges between Yangon and Shan State. PHOTO : HAN HTAY (LASHIO

IPRD)

The tomato is priced only
K300 per viss (a viss equals to
1.6 kg), whereas the prevailing
price is K3,000 per viss in mar-

kets in Yangon. Similarly, a cab-
bage fetches only K300-400 in
the farm, yet, the price touched
a high of K1,500 in Yangon. The

cost of a cauliflower increased
to K1,000 in Yangon from K150
on the farm.

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)
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YRIC clears $6.904 mln worth three enterprises
from Viet Nam, ROK, China

The Yangon Region Investment
Committee (YRIC), at a videocon-
ference held on 14 October, has
endorsed three foreign projects
from Viet Nam, Republic of Korea
and China.

Those projects are to be
brought in an estimated capital
of US$6.904 million. Those en-
terprises will create 2,279 jobs.
They will execute manufacturing
of bags and garments on a Cut-
ting, Making, and Packing (CMP)
basis, and production and distri-
bution of iron, steel and galva-
nised iron and building materials,
according to the Directorate of
Investment and Company Ad-

ministration (Yangon Region),
YRIC stated.

The Yangon Region Invest-
ment Committee (YRIC) has en-
dorsed over 130 foreign invest-
ment projects with an estimated
value of over $280 million in the
last financial year 2019-2020,
according to the Directorate of
Investment and Company Ad-
ministration.

Manufacturing, hotels and
tourism, other services, elec-
tricity and agricultural sectors
pulled in the foreign investments.
Majority of the investments went
into the manufacturing industry,
followed by other service and ho-

tels and tourism industries.

To date, foreign investments
from China, Singapore, Japan,
Hong Kong, the Republic of Ko-
rea, Viet Nam, India, China (Tai-
pei), Malaysia, the British Virgin
Islands and Seychelles are arriv-
ing in Yangon Region.

To simplify the verification
of investment projects, the My-
anmar Investment Law allows
the region and state Investment
Committees to grant permissions
for local and foreign proposals,
where the initial investment does
not exceed K6 billion, or $5 mil-
lion—Myint Maung, Htet Myat
(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

Forced collection of loans by microfinance
firms to face legal action

MICROFINANCE Supervisory
Committee (MSC) will take legal
action against the microfinance
institutions if they forcibly col-
lect loans in the pandemic peri-
od, according to the committee's
announcement released on 13
October.

The committee also an-
nounced that the microfinance
businesses should not forcibly
collect the loans plus interests
when the members' businesses
and income are lower in the pan-
demic period, and they should
only negotiate the date of repay-
ment of the loans and interests.

The committee has also an-
nounced that if the members are
forcibly asked to return the loans
and interest, they are entitled to
complain to the committee in de-
tail mentioning the contact phone
number or address. The commit-
tee will take legal action against
the microfinance institutions un-
der the Microfinance Law.

The committee announced
in April that the livelihood busi-
nesses and enterprises operating
with the loans in COVID-19 period
might be adversely affected by
the economic impact caused by
the pandemic. So, the institutions

should not foreibly ask for repay-
ment of the loans and interests.

In July, the committee issued
an instruction that the institu-
tions are allowed to collect the
loans only from those who are
ready to return the loans, and
they need to provide the new
loans orinternal loans. They also
need to negotiate re-fixing of the
paying back period.

There are many microfi-
nance institutions in 252 town-
ships across the country with 4.6
million loan takers. —Zin Yaw Aye

(Translated by Hay Mar)
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Behaviour change
1s essential to
minimize impacts
Oon environment
from COVID-19

TH many shops and offices closed, lower emission on

‘ )‘ ; roads, people are staying at home, local air quality has

dramatically improved in Yangon Region amidst the

COVID-19 pandemic.

Globally, emissions have dropped, and the demand for coal and
oil is lower than it has been in a long time, due in large part to the
decline in demand from transport and slowdown in manufacturing.

The COVID-19 restrictions are having short-term environ-
mental benefits demonstrating what can be done differently.

But, this crisis also brings an opportunity to effectively im-
plement our country’s “environmental management system’ to
prevent degradation of the ecosystem and environmental damages
through our behaviour change in significant ways.

The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic highlights the need for

But, this crisis
also brings an op-
portunity to effec-
tively implement
Oour countrys
‘environmental
management
systemm to pre-
vent degradation
of the ecosysterm
and environ-
mental damages
through our be-
haviour change in
significant ways.

a comprehensive and integrat-
ed approach to human health.

Enhancing environmen-
tal health through better air
quality, water and sanitation,
waste management, along with
efforts to safeguard biodiversi-
ty, will reduce the vulnerability
of communities to pandemics
and thus improve overall soci-
etal well-being and resilience.
Effective waste management
is essential to minimize pos-
sible secondary impacts upon
health and the environment
while water access and quali-
ty and biodiversity protection
are key to battling the spread
of pandemics.

Limiting people’s exposure
to air and water pollution will
reduce vulnerability to future
pandemics and contribute to
enhancing health and well-be-
ing.

While fighting against the
COVID-19 pandemic, we need
to make efforts for helping the

people to change their behaviors and life style which could en-
courage sustainable production and consumption even after

restrictions are lifted.

Meanwhile, necessary measures should be taken to enforce
the rules and regulations and procedures related to disposal of
waste materials, waste water treatment, garbage system, and
environmental degradation caused by illegal mining; in short we
need to raise environmental awareness.

Abetter understanding of the role of environmental health as
a crucial component of overall health priorities will help to inform
policy responses in the recovery from the current pandemic and
preparedness for future such shocks. Such an understanding will
also generate significant co-benefits in terms of improving the over-
all health of communities and increasing the resilience of societies.

To turn the challenges brought by the COVID-19 pandemic
into opportunities for environmental health, we need to promote
individual and collective behaviour change in terms of reducing

environmental pollution.

“FOOD SAFETY":

Ensuring Food Safety in Myanmar

By Lokethar

ECENTLY there was an edi-
orial in the Global New Light
of Myanmar about food safety. The
points made in the editorial are
both interesting and timely. The
facts mentioned are only too true.
It says that “Contaminated food
may contain harmful bacteria,
viruses, parasites or chemical
agents causing more than 200
diseases-ranging from diarrohea
to cancers”. The editorial goes on
to say that “safety of food must
always be monitored through effec-
tive law enforcement. No excuse
should be given to the sellers of
unhygienic food, and traders of
substandard quality of raw food
items”. Of course, “food safety”
should cover the entire food chain
from the producer to the processor
to the consumer. The goal however
is to ensure that the consumer,
that is the public, is ultimately the
beneficiary of “food safety”.
Unsafe food consumption by
the public has definitely been the
cause of many chronic diseases
like, diabetes, hypertension, kidney
diseases, liver diseases, gastro-in-
testinal diseases and even cancers
among the people of Myanmar. The
cost of medical care for such dis-
eases far outstrips the cost of some
common acute diseases like food
poisoning, diarrohea, seasonal flu,
ete. The chronic diseases acquired
through ingestion of unsafe food

for prolonged periods of time, can
in the long run add to the cost of
medical care both by individual
citizens and the State.

Myanmar has laws relating
to food safety. Unfortunately en-
forcement has been rather “weak”
in the past due probably to the
insufficient number of personnel
and the insufficient facilities and
equipment for testing food quality,
produced locally or imported. Un-
der the existing Food Law as well
as the recently enacted Consumer
Protection Law it is mandatory for
producers and manufacturers to
attach labels to food and medicine
products, indicating their constit-
uents and expiry date. These pro-
visions regarding food safety help
the authorities concerned to check
on the quality of food and medical
products being sold in the market.
Law enforcement of the safety of
food and food products must be
improved and action taken against
the producers, suppliers, and the
distributers of food products who
fail to abide by the laws, rules and
“standards” related to “food safe-
ty” in Myanmar.

The editorial also comments
that some regional countries em-
phasize safety and hygiene of their
“street foods” to attract tourists.
In Myanmar, particularly in the
large cities including Yangon, there
are many fine and hygienic res-
taurants and cafes that the tour-
ists may patronize. For tourists

Generally speaking, buying and consuming “safe food”, depends entirely on the “choice” of the
consumer. PHOTO: UNIVERSITY OF PUBLIC HEALTH.MM

who want to sample “local street
food”, there are many “street food
sellers” that are permitted by the
concerned authorities. It’s up to
the tourists themselves to decide
which street food sellers they
would like to choose. For guided
tours it’s probably the tour guides
who will recommend a particular
“location/seller” for any particular
type of food. Their choice would
likely be the street food sellers in
the permitted “street food areas”.
In all fairness it must be said that
“street food sellers” are patronised
by the general public as well, in
numbers that far exceed the num-
ber of tourists who patronize them.
Moreover in this period of Covid-19,
in the absence of foreign tourists,

it’s the local people who mostly
patronize the “street food sellers”.

It is common knowledge
that the “street food sellers” are
not limited to “fast foods” for
consumption in the “shop” or to
“take away” as parcels. There are
also “street sellers” of raw food
items for cooking at home. They
line the city streets mostly around
the “municipal markets”, housing
and business areas and probably
the items they sell are cheaper
(though not necessarily safer) than
the same items sold in the many
“municipal markets” or “food mar-
kets” of shopping centres . In some
narrow streets they even sell their
wares in the middle of the street
thus blocking traffic. The “people”

patronize these “street sellers” in
spite of the fact that their compli-
ance of “food safety” requirements
is questionable. Enforcing the food
safety rules to such street sellers
has been a problem all along. It’s
time to take action against them if
they are selling unsafe food, espe-
ciallyin unhygienic environments,
like near waste dumps, sewage
drains and wet and soggy areas of
the street or on pavements meant
for people to walk on.

On the other hand, generally
speaking, buying and consuming
“safe food”, depends entirely on
the “choice” of the consumer. It is
up to the consumer to choose the
safe food items sold in the more
“accountable and hygienic stalls”

THE ENTIRE FOOD CHAIN FROM THE PRODUCER TO THE PROCESSOR TO THE CONSUMER

in the municipal markets instead
of buying them from the “street
sellers”.

The painful fact is that many
people are not food safety conscious
or civic minded enough to make
the right “choice”. Sometimes it
may be a matter of convenience
to patronize the nearest “street
seller” for items of raw food or veg-
etables for daily “cooking needs”.
From the “rights” point of view we
may not be able to question the
“consumer’s” choice. Technically
however they may be considered
as being guilty of “encouraging”
the street sellers.

Hence what is needed to en-
sure “food safety” in the long run
is to change the behaviour of the
consumers. It will take some time
and quite a bit of “persuasion” to
make them aware of “food safety”
and change their behaviour viz-
a-viz patronizing of unhygienic
street food sellers. If the people
develop the habit of purchasing
food items from the municipal mar-
kets (provided there are sufficient
number of modern such markets in
the various township as I had pro-
posed in one of my earlier article)
orthe “food markets” in the many
shopping centres, the “food safety”
lacking street side food sellers will
eventually disappear; and the peo-
ple would be none the worse for it.

With charity to all and malice

to none.
EER

IMPACT

OF COVID-19 ON PEOPLE'S LIVELIHOODS, THEIR HEALTH AND OUR FOOD SYSTEMS

‘Time for global solidarity’ to overcome COVID's health, social and economic challenges

HE COVID-19 pandemic has

not only led to a “dramatic
loss” of human life but also con-
stitutes an “unprecedented chal-
lenge” to public health, food sys-
tems and employment, a group
of leading UN agencies said on
Tuesday.

In a joint statement, the In-
ternational Labour Organization
(ILO), Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAQ), International
Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) and World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) highlighted that tens
of millions are at risk of falling into
extreme poverty.

“Now is the time for global
solidarity and support, especial-
ly with the most vulnerable in
our societies, particularly in the

emerging and developing world”,
the statement said.

“Only together can we over-
come the intertwined health and
social and economic impacts of the
pandemic and prevent its escala-
tion into a protracted humanitari-
an and food security catastrophe,
with the potential loss of already
achieved development gains”.
Jobs decimated

The pandemic has decimated
jobs and placed millions of live-
lihoods at risk, the UN agencies
attested.

Pointing out that “millions
of enterprises face an existential
threat”, they indicated that nearly
half of the world’s 3.3 billion work-
force risks losing its livelihood.

Unable to earn an income dur-

Women sell fruit and vegetables on a sidewalk in the Philippines, where
workers in the informal economy are in danger of having their livelihoods

destroyed by the impacts of COVID-19.

ing lockdowns and without suffi-
cient social protections or health
care, informal economy workers
are particularly vulnerable - many
powerless to feed themselves and
their families.
Agricultural workers

At the same time millions of

PHOTO: ILO/MINETTE RIMANDO.

wage-earning and self-employed
agricultural workers face high lev-
els of poverty, malnutrition and
poor health.

With low or irregular incomes
and no social support, many are
spurred to continue working in
unsafe conditions, exposing them-

selves and their families to addi-
tional risks.

Moreover, amidst income
losses, the agencies flagged that
they may resort to unwise strat-
egies, such as panic-selling of
possessions, predatory loans or
child labour. “Migrant agricultural
workers are particularly vulner-
able, because they face risks in
their transport, working and living
conditions and struggle to access
support measures put in place
by governments”, the statement
detailed.

Food systems

The pandemic has also laid
bare the fragility of the entire food
system.

Border closures, trade restric-
tions and confinement measures

have disrupted domestic and in-
ternational food supply chain and
reduced access to healthy, safe and
diverse diets.

The UN agencies under-
scored that long-term strategies
must be developed to “address
the challenges facing the health
and agri-food sectors” with priority
given to underlying food security,
malnutrition challenges, rural pov-
erty and social protections, among
other things.

Coming back stronger, to-
gether

The UN is committed to pool-
ing its expertise and experience
to help countries respond to the
crisis and achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

SOURCE: UN NEWS

U Min Thein appointed as
Ambassador of Myanmar
to the Republic of Austria

THE President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
has appointed U Min Thein, Director-General of Protocol
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar to the Republic of Austria. — MNA

Myanmar Daily Weather Report

(Issued at 4:00 pm Wednesday 14 October, 2020)

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is partly cloudy over the North
Bay and East central Bay of Bengal. Monsoon is moderate
over the Andaman Sea and elsewhere over the Bay of Bengal.

SPECIAL FEATURE: According to the observations at (15:30)
hrs MST today, the tropical storm “Nangka” over the Gulf of
Tonkin has crossed Northern Vietnam Coast. It is forecast to
move westwards and weakened gradually.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL MORNING OF THE 15 Oc-
tober, 2020: Rain or thundershowers will be widespread in
Taninthayi Region and Kayin, Mon States, fairly widespread in
Bago, Yangon, Ayeyawady Regions, scattered in Kachin State
and isolated in the remaining Regions and States. Degree of
certainty is (80%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be moderate in Myanmar
waters. Wave height will be about (5-8) feet off and along My-
anmar Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Likelihood of
scattered to fairly widespread rain or thundershowers in Nay
Pyi Taw, Lower Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway Regions and Shan,
Chin, Rakhine, Kayah States.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 15 October, 2020: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (60%).

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA
FOR 15 October, 2020: Isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 15 October, 2020: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (60%)
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Water supply project from Dotthawadi River to start in 2021

A section of Dotthawadi River. PHOTO : THAN ZAW MIN (IPRD)

MANDALAY Pyigyitagon Wa-
ter Supply Development Project
with the purification of Dottha-
wadi river, jointly implemented
by the Netherlands and Manda-
lay City Development Commit-
tee MCDC), will commence only
in early 2021, said U Saw Han, a
member of MCDC.

It is hard to carry out the
project during the coronavirus
crisis. The officials are also still

negotiating it. The precautionary
restriction measures and crowd
restriction caused the project to
suspend, he added.

This project was initiated
with the assistance of JICA grant
in 2018 and covered five wards in
Pyigyitagon Township. The re-
maining 13 communities will get
water supply from Dotthawadi
river water purification scheme.
The project will begin only in

early 2021 due to the COVID-19
impacts, he stated.

The project can cover 70 per
cent of Pyigyitagon Township,
with the Dutch grant of 29.96 mil-
lion Euro and 29.96 million Euro
loan from the Netherlands banks
— FMO and ING, with the total
project cost of 59.92 million Euro.

In this project, construc-
tion of water treatment plant,
pumping station, water storage

lake, service water pipelines,
household water connections,
development of district meter
area zone to reduce the water
loss, and installation of water
meter in Pyigyitagon Township
are included. Under the pro-
ject development, residents in
70 per cent of the Pyigyitagon
town area will receive good and
clean water.

The Netherlands and Myan-
mar signed the grant agreement
for Pyigyitagon Water Supply
Development Project on 9 June
2020 in the ways of the virtual
signing event. Mr Huub Buise,
Deputy Ambassador; Mr Astrid
Raaphorst, Director of NL
Process and Legal Affair, the
Netherlands Enterprise Agency
(RV0), Daw Si Si Pyone, Director
General, Treasury Department
under the Ministry of Planning,
Finance and Industry and Dr Ye
Lwin, Mayor of the Mandalay
City signed the grant agreement,
according to the Netherlands
Embassy to Myanmar.—Than
Zaw Min (IPRD) (Translated
by Ei Myat Mon)

City Taxi registration extension to resume only
with permission by authorities

By Nyein Nyein

THE extension process of city
taxi registration will be resumed
only when we get the permission
from the relevant authorities
depending upon the COVID-19,
said U Hla Aung, the joint secre-
tary of Yangon Region Transport
Authority (YRTA).

The extension process of
city taxi registration has been

suspended starting from the
outbreak of COVID-19 in March
to prevent people from being
crowded.

“All taxis have to be regis-
tered as city taxis for the Yangon
Region. But, we have suspended
the extension of city taxi regis-
tration temporarily due to the
spread of pandemic. Still, now,
we suspend the city taxi regis-
tration extension process. We

will resume this process again
only when we get the permission
from the relevant authorities,”
said U Hla Aung.

City taxi registration began
in 2002 to bring transport servic-
es on par with Yangon’s image
as a commercial hub, and for
regulating the taxi services.

With the renewal of city taxi
registration, a total 0f2,900 crim-
inal cases broke out between

2014 and 20 August 2019.

YRTA was formed on 8 July
2016 to improve the transport
facilities in Yangon for conveni-
ence of the public. The authority
is carrying out city taxi regis-
tration.

There were more than
60,000 registered city taxis in
Yangon Region as of end-March,
according to the data from
YRTA. (Translated by Hay Mar)

COVID testing fees reduced by K10,000 for truck drivers, mates

By Nyein Nyein

THE COVID-19 testing fees for
the truck drivers and the con-
ductors have been reduced by
K10,000, according to the Union
of Myanmar Federation of Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
(UMFCCD).

In order to ensure smooth
flow of the cargoes, the health
authorities have ordered con-
ducting of the swab tests on the
truck drivers and helpers using
the rapid antigen test kits, and
the cost is K20,000 per person.
Now, the price has been reduced
to K10,000 per person.

Although the testing fees for
COVID-19 have been reduced,
we want the authorities to extend

the time of 72 hours COVID-19
clearance certificate, said U
Kyaw Thu, the secretary of the
Myanmar Fruit, Flower and Veg-
etable Producers and Exporters
Association.

“It is good for reducing the
COVID-19 testing fees for the
drivers and helpers. However,
we need to have the certificate
for a longer period. The certifi-
cates last for only 72 hours. The
period of 72 hours is not enough
for investigation and travelling
time. Instead of 72 hours, we re-
quested to extend up to 10 or 14
days,” he added.

Moreover, the related state
and regional authorities, who
have to follow the Union Gov-

ernment instructions, may have
aproblem to change the rules for
the truck drivers. So, the flow of
the trucks will be delayed with
the consequence of the rising of
the commodities prices, he add-
ed. On 9 October, Yangon Region
government Chief Minister U
Phyo Min Thein and the UM-
FCCI chairman and the officials
held a videoconference to ensure
systematic operation of the per-
mitted businesses and smooth
flow of the cargoes in stay home
period in Yangon region.

At the conference, they dis-
cussed the threefold detecting
through the use of the test Kkits,
issuance of COVID-19 clearance
certificates and reducing the test

kit fees to K10,000 per person
from K20,000 per head.
Moreover, they have also
discussed buying of test Kits for
Yangon region, formulation of a
systematic technology for the
health and transportation sec-
tors, cooperation with the fed-
eration to have accurate data
when they collect the list of the
employees and labours who fail
to contribute SSB, proper oper-
ation of the factories and work-
places, making preparations for
survival and/or recovery of the
businesses in the post-stay home
period and giving priority to the
local businesses, according to
UMFCCI.
(Translated by Hay Mar)
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EMERGING FROM THE
PANDEMIC

China’s return
to post-COVID
new normal
“nearly
unthinkable”:
US media

CHINA has returned to a
post-COVID-19 new normal,
which is “nearly unthinkable,”
according to US media.

In a report on Sunday,
CBS News said that from
morning tai-chi at various
gardens to lunch crush in
central business districts in
China, the “sheer normalcy”
ofit all makes it seem as if the
coronavirus never happened
at all.

When the epidemic broke
out, the Chinese government
“struck back hard and fast”,
forcing up to 50 million people
into lockdown for two months,
and new hospitals were built
from scratch in just two
weeks, the report said.

The government has car-
ried out testing and contact
tracing, implemented a QR
health code system, banned
nearly all foreigners from en-
tering the country, and put
people who were allowed to
return into a 14-day quaran-
tine.

Roark Jones, a sopho-
more at New York Universi-
ty’s campus in Shanghai, told
CBS that “Everyone in China
is very willing to abide by any
policy set forth for contain-
ment of the disease. One thing
that was kind of inspiring to
me is that everyone did the
quarantine.”

“In February, I was ba-
sically in my dorm the entire
time ... Now, people some-
times don’t even wear masks
outside. The pandemic’s basi-
cally nonexistent here,” Jones
was quoted by CBS as saying.

SOURCE: XINHUA

Japan, Vietnam to agree
to bolster supply chains
during Suga’s visit

JAPAN and Vietnam plan to
agree to facilitate the cross-bor-
der flow of medical equipment
and other goods when Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga visits
Hanoi next week, government
sources said Wednesday, part of
apush to diversify supply chains
in light of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Suga is also hoping to sign
an agreement enabling Japan
to transfer defence equipment
and technology to Vietnam in a
planned meeting with his coun-
terpart Nguyen Xuan Phuc, the
sources said.

Japan relies on imports for
much of its medical equipment,
with around 80 per cent of its face
masks supplied by China. As de-
mand for face masks surged fol-
lowing the outbreak of COVID-19
earlier this year, many stores
struggled to maintain stock as

domestic manufacturers scram-
bled to boost output.

In a bid to reduce its de-
pendence on China, Japan is
giving subsidies to firms that
move production to Southeast
Asia, which is both geographical-
ly well-placed and able to provide
relatively cheap labour.

Of the 30 firms that have
already been chosen to receive
the subsidies, including manu-
facturers of goods ranging from
medical gowns to car engine
parts, half are planning to set
up in Vietnam.

During his visit, Suga is
also slated to make a speech
at Vietnam Japan University, a
symbol of bilateral educational
exchanges that opened in Hanoi
in 2016 with funding from both
governments, according to the
sources.

SOURCE: KYODO

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga speaks in Tokyo on Oct. 9,

2020 PHOTO: KYODO

US banks report good earnings, but warn of hit if no more stimulus

Shares of JPMorgan Chase rose after it reported better-than-expected
results and avoided hefty reserves for bad loans. PHOTO: AFP

LARGE US banks reported bet-
ter-than-expected results Tues-
day on an improving economy,
but cautioned that the recovery
could falter if Washington fails to

enact new stimulus measures.
“It’s important and it needs
to happen as quickly as possible,”
said Citi Chief Financial Officer
Mark Mason, who added that

massive spending from Wash-
ington has helped avert a tidal
wave of delinquencies so far.

JPMorgan Chase execu-
tives warned of a “double-dip”
recession if there is not another
package. That takes place when
a second period of economic con-
traction follows an initial recov-
ery. “The people we need to help
the most are small businesses
and the unemployed,” said JP-
Morgan Chief Executive Jamie
Dimon, who said Washington’s
actions will determine whether
it needs to take much higher re-
serves for bad loans.

“Ifthe better outcomes hap-
pen” with a good a stimulus pack-
age, “we are over reserved by $10
billion,” he said. But if there is a

double-dip recession, the bank
could be “unreserved by $20 bil-
lion,” Dimon added.

The comments came as both
JPMorgan Chase and Citigroup
released earnings that showed
a big improvement from the last
two quarters, when both compa-
nies set aside billions of dollars
in reserves for bad loans in the
wake of coronavirus shutdowns.

How many bad loans?
JPMorgan Chase, kicking off
a deluge of results from large fi-
nancial companies, reported $9.4
billion in profits, up four percent
from the year-ago period as rev-
enues were down slightly at $29.9
billion.
SOURCE: AFP

Apple’s rare earth recycling steps up environmental response

APPLE said on Tuesday that its
new iPhones would be produced
from recycled rare earth materi-
als, as part of a strengthened en-
vironmental initiative that also
has geopolitical implications.
Announced as part of a se-
ries of sustainability actions,
Apple said the move builds on

previous initiatives, including
its promise to become 100% car-
bon neutral in all aspects of its
activities.

Apple’s chief environmen-
tal officer Lisa Jackson told an
online event announcing the
new iPhone 12 handsets that
for the first time, we are using

100% recycled rare earth ele-
ments in all magnets including
camera, haptics and MagSafe
(connectors).

The announcement comes
amid growing concerns over
e-waste from billions of smart-
phones as consumers switch to
new models and with growing

political tensions over the rare
earths needed by many elec-
tronic devices.

Activists have expressed
concerns about the environmen-
talimpact of rare earth mining,
and some of the materials come
from countries cited for labour
and human rights violations

China, the scene of fatal
mining accidents, has been in
the spotlight for its dumping
of toxic waste in Baotou, Inner
Mongolia, as Beijing boosts
global production of rare earth
elements

SOURCE: AFP
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National Guard ‘available’ in US capital in case of election unrest

Army Gen. Mark Milley (second from left), chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and others listen as President
Trump speaks during a meeting with senior military leaders in October.
PHOTO: BRENDAN SMIALOWSKI / AFP

RESERVE troops of the US Na-
tional Guard will be available for
deployment in the US capital
in case of trouble following the
November 3 elections, Army
Secretary Ryan McCarthy said
Tuesday.

“There have been no re-
quests from other agencies to
support at this time, but we’re
always available to support” the
city’s police department of other
federal agencies, McCarthy said
at a press conference.

McCarthy, who has ultimate
command of the National Guard
in the nation’s capital, defend-
ed the use of reservist troops
during protests against police
brutality and racism over the
summer.

An inquiry has been
launched into the actions of
the National Guard during a

heavy-handed crowd dispersal
operation in Washington in June.

“We don’t police Ameri-
ca’s streets,” said McCarthy.
“We support law enforcement,
whether that is at the federal or
state, local levels.”

President Donald Trump,
who has repeatedly made un-
substantiated warnings that his
rival Democrats are plotting
election fraud, has called on his
supporters to turn up at polling
stations and to “protect” ballots,
raising fears of clashes if the
race turns out to be very close.

On June 1, National Guard
helicopters flew very low over
anti-racism protesters close to
the White House to try to dis-
perse them, ripping the branch-
es off trees and whipping other
debris over streets.

SOURCE: AFP

MARKET
Japan
joblessness

hits 3% for 1%
time since 2017

JAPAN’S unemployment rate
rose to 3.0% in August, the
highest figure since mid-2017,
official data showed Friday,
illustrating the pandemic’s
effect on the country’s tight
labour market.

The figure, up a tenth of a
percentage point from July, is
the first time since May 2017
that the rate has stood at three
per cent or higher, according
to the internal affairs ministry
data. Separate data compiled
by the labour ministry showed
there were only 104 job open-
ings for every 100 job-seekers
in August, worsening from 108
to 100 in the previous month.

Japan was already strug-
gling with the effects of nat-
ural disasters and a hike in
consumption tax before the
coronavirus pandemic crip-
pled the global economy. Once
it hit, there were no mandato-
ry lockdowns in the country,
with the government instead
asking people to stay at home
- a request that was largely
heeded. But that, coupled with
a shuttering of the country’s
borders, battered tourism and
consumer spending, with the
hospitality industry hit particu-
larly hard— SOURCE: AFP

EU agrees on common rules for coronavirus travel restrictions

EUROPEAN Union countries on
Tuesday agreed on common cri-
teria to coordinate coronavirus
travel restrictions in an effort
to end the confusing patchwork
of national rules that has devel-
oped during the pandemic.

Ministers from the 27
countries agreed on the new
guidelines at a meeting in Lux-
embourg, putting in place a com-
mon mapping system to define
risk areas in the EU, although
the rules are not binding on
member states.

In March, several EU na-
tions hastily closed their bor-
ders in an attempt to stop the
spread of the virus, even though
the EU’s Schengen agreement
allows residents to move freely
between countries without visas.
The action blocked traffic and
medical equipment.

“The COVID-19 pandemic

has disrupted our daily lives
in many ways. Travel restric-
tions have made it difficult for
some of our citizens to get to
work, to university or to visit
their loved ones,” said Michael
Roth, the German minister for
Europe.

“It is our common duty to
ensure coordination on any
measures which affect free
movement and to give our cit-
izens all the information they
need when deciding on their
travel.”

Member states agreed to
provide coronavirus data to the
European Centre for Disease
Prevention and Control (ECDC),
which will publish a weekly
map sorting regions according
to the severity of coronavirus
outbreaks.

The criteria used to define
the coloured zones - green, or-

Representative image. PHOTO: AFP

ange and red - are the number of
newly notified cases per 100,000
in the past 14 days as well as the
testing rate and the test positiv-
ity rate in the past week.
Member states agreed
that they should not restrict
free movement of people trav-

eling from or to green areas,
but national EU governments
will continue to set their own re-
strictions such as quarantines or
mandatory testing upon arrival
for people coming from orange
or red zones.

SOURCE: AFP

Paris hospitals near COVID-19 saturation: Top health official

HOSPITALS in Paris could have
up to 90 per cent of intensive care
beds packed with COVID-19 pa-
tients as soon as next week, the
system’s chief warned Tuesday
(Oct 13), as France braces for
new measures to slow a surge
in cases.

“It’s inevitable,” Martin
Hirsch, the head of the 39 hos-
pitals in Paris and its suburbs,

told the Parisien newspaper.

“By around Oct 24, there will
be a minimum of 800 to 1,000
COVID-19 patients in intensive
care, representing 70 to 90 per
cent of our current capacity,”
he said.

The prospect puts more
pressure on President Em-
manuel Macron, who is widely
expected to announce tighter

restrictions in a prime-time TV
interview Wednesday night.

He met with top ministers
Tuesday morning to evaluate
potential measures for slowing
a second wave of infections.

In his last major TV inter-
view, to mark the Bastille Day
holiday in July, Macron ordered
that face masks be used in all en-
closed public spaces nationwide.

Since then, they have also be-
come compulsory on the streets
of Paris.

Media reports have specu-
lated that new measures could
include curfews in Paris and oth-
er cities placed on maximum
alert because of fast-rising COV-
ID-19 cases that are again strain-
ing hospitals.

SOURCE: AFP
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ALARM BELLS RING

Singapore’s economy shrinks at slower
pace as virus curbs eased

ECON/AD 13

People look on next to the CMA CGM Jacques Saade, the world's largest container ship to
be fully-powered by liquefied natural gas (LNG), is seen docked at the CMA CGM-PSA Lion
Terminal in Singapore on October 11, 2020. PHOTO: AFP

SINGAPORE’S coronavi-
rus-hit economy shrank at
a slower pace in the third
quarter as restrictions
were eased, official data
showed Wednesday, but
the trade-reliant city-state
still faces a long road to
recovery.

The financial hub
plunged intoits first reces-
sion since the 2008 global
financial crisis in the sec-
ond quarter when the gov-
ernment closed businesses
as part of drastic measures
to contain infections.

One of the world’s most
open economies, Singapore
is seen as a bellwether for
the health of global trade,
andits economy’s dramatic
deterioration rang alarm
bells.

“The worst is over for
Singapore, but the path
to recovery is still a bit
bumpy,” Song Seng Wun,
a regional economist with
CIMB Private Banking,

told AFP, In July-Septem-
ber; gross domestic product
shrank 7.0 per cent year-on-
year, according to prelimi-
nary data released by the
trade ministry.

While a heavy fall, it
was better than the record
13.3 per cent drop regis-
tered in April-June, with
many businesses having
re-opened as Singapore’s
outbreak slows.

Compared with the
previous quarter, the econ-
omy grew 7.9 per cent, re-
bounding from a 13.2 per
cent drop, the ministry
said.

Manufacturing, which
includes key semiconduc-
tor exports, was up 2.0 per
cent, a turnaround from
negative growth in April-
June.

The services sector
also shrank at a slower
pace, although it was still
weighed down by the anae-
mic performance of the key

tourism sector as global
air travel remains largely
grounded.
Construction was
down 44.7 percent, but
that was better than the
previous quarter’s near 60
percent plunge.
SOURCE: AFP

REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
Swiss Challenge Tender Committee
October 15, 2020

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR
DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRIAL PARK WITH ESSENTIAL
ANCILLARY INFRASTRUCTURE IN NEW URBAN
DEVELOPMENT OF YANGON CITY

Yangon City Development Committee under the Yangon Region Government of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received an unsolicited proposal to develop
an Industrial Park with essential ancillary infrastructure in New Urban Development of
Yangon City. In line with the Presidential Notification No. 2/ 2018, a Swiss Challenge
Tendering Process is to be held to select the developer for this project. By leveraging
the Swiss Challenge model, the Government of Myanmar will apply a structured and
transparent process with the aim of encouraging the private sector to contribute to
projects that are beneficial for the country and fostering competition among bidders.

In this regard, the Tender Committee would like to invite companies to express
their interest in competing in the Swiss Challenge Tender Process for developing
the Industrial Park with essential ancillary infrastructure. As a first step, interested
entities are required to submit their Expression of Interest (EOI) no later than 1500
Hrs Myanmar Standard Time, on October 22, 2020 to the Tender Committee at
yangon_tender@rolandberger.com.

The submission form for the Expression of Interest (EOI), which includes the
project background and guidelines for submission are available for download
from this link: https://www.ycdc.gov.mm/download.php?pdffile=20201015_YGN
Industrial_Park_EOI.

Swiss Challenge Tender Committee,
Government of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Advertise with us/Hot Line: 09974424848

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V SINAR BALI VOY. NO. (175N/S)

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V ADMIRAL TY SPIRIT

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SINAR
BALI VOY. NO. (175N/S) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 15-10-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING LINE

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ADMIRAL
TY SPIRIT VOY. NO. (01) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 15-10-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of AIPT-2 where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
Phone No: 2301928

Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority

Agent For:
M/S COSCO SHIPPING SPECIALIZED CARRIERS
CO LTD

SrNo. Tender No.

(Retender)

(@) DMP/L-002(20-21) CAP

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ELECTRICTY AND ENERGY
MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)

(15/2020-2021)

1. Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in Myanmar Kyats.

Description

A 205 Rotary Table Complete Set(2)Nos Ks

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO OPEN TENDER

Remarks

SrNo Tender No

1. 12(T)3/MR(ISN)20-21

1. Open Tenders are invited for supply of the following item in Euro:

Description
Spare Parts for CAT Engine (91) Items

2. The Open Tender forms including Description of Materials / Qtty with details specifications and
Tender Terms & Conditions can be available during office hours commencing from 13 October
2020 at the Finance Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No. (44) Complex, Nay Pyi
Taw, Myanmar.

3. The interested Bidders should submit the Technical Specifications with Original Bid Bond
and Commercial Quotation in each separate sealed envelopes on which to be addressed to
the Managing Director, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise and should reach in Tender Box of the
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise not later than 12:00 pm on 13 November 2020.
4. Tender Closing Date & Time — 13-11-2020, 12:00 pm
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph No. + 95 67 — 411206

12(T)4/MR(ISN)20-21 Spare Parts for Alco Engine (61) Items
12(T)5/MR(ISN)20-21 Spare Parts for Pielstick Engine (16) Items

12(T)6/MR(ISN)20-21 Spare Parts for DPMS (81) Items
Closing Date & Time — 16.11.2020 (Monday) (14:30) Hrs

rowbd

2. Tender documents are available at our office starting from 12.10.2020 during
office hours and for further detail please contact: Deputy General Manager Supply
Department, Myanma Railways, Corner of 51* Street and Merchant Street, Botahtaung,
Yangon. Phone: 95-1-291985, 291994
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New lockdowns from China to Europe as

coronavirus trials stumble

As Europe imposed new restric-
tions to try to stall a surging
second wave of the novel coro-
navirus, hopes for vaccines to
rapidly provide relief suffered a
blow Tuesday with the suspen-
sion of two clinical trials in the
United States.

China meanwhile rushed to
test an entire city of nine million
within days after a minor corona-
virus outbreak in the sprawling
country, a far cry from the strug-
gle in Europe to tackle surging
infections with tough new steps
including partial lockdowns.

The virus is still spreading
rapidly worldwide, with over one
million deaths and 37 million in-
fections. Many nations that sup-
pressed their first outhbreaks now
face a second wave.

Hopes for a rapid vaccine
rollout suffered a setback as US
pharmaceutical firm Eli Lilly said
ithad suspended the Phase 3 trial
of its antibody treatment over an
unspecified incident, the second
in less than 24 hours after John-
son & Johnson ran into a similar
problem.

In Europe, the Netherlands
imposed a “partial lockdown” to

A health worker (L) takes a swab from a resident to be tested for the COVID-19 coronavirus as part of a mass
testing programme following a new outbreak in Qingdao in China’s eastern Shandong province. PHOTO: AFP

curb one of the region’s worst
coronavirus surges, with all bars,
cafes and restaurants to close,
and non-medical face coverings
mandatory in all indoor spaces
for people aged over 13.

In Britain, Labour opposition
leader Keir Starmer called for
a 2-3 week “circuit break” lock-
down to slow the rates, saying the
government had “lost control”
of the outbreak having ignored

stringent measures suggested
by scientific experts on Septem-
ber 21.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron is expected to an-
nounce tighter restrictions and
faster testing in a prime-time
TV interview late Wednesday,
with some media speculating
Paris and other cities could face
evening curfews.

Meanwhile China — where

Covid-19 first emerged late last
year — launched a drive to test
all residents of Qingdao after a
handful of cases were detected
on Sunday. More than four million
samples had been collected and
1.9 million results returned as
of Tuesday afternoon, Qingdao
authorities said, adding that no
new cases had been found beyond
already confirmed infections.
SOURCE: AFP

JOBS AND ECONOMY
DURING THE PANDEMIC

EU extends state
aid rule easing to
2021: commission

The European Commission
announced Tuesday that it will
extend its relaxation of EU state
aid rules until mid-2021 as part
of efforts to help businesses
cope with the coronavirus
pandemic.

Earlier this year, the Com-
mission, the EU’s executive
arm, eased until December 31
its tough state aid rules in the
hope it would help reduce the
pandemic’s disastrous impact
on the economy.

“We prolong...(the meas-
ure) to cater for the continued
needs of businesses, while pro-
tecting the EU’s Single Market,"
the commission said in a press
release.

“We also introduce a new
measure to enable Member
States to support companies
facing significant turnover
losses.” Europe has seen more
than 241,000 deaths from 6.5
million infections during the
pandemic that has battered
the global economy with strict
lockdowns meant to curb the
virus spread.

SOURCE: AFP

Microsoft targets malware vendor Trickbot amid US election fears

The Microsoft logo at the International Cybersecurity Forum (FIC) in

Lille, Jan. 28,2020. PHOTO: AFP

MICROSOFT said Monday it
had taken down malware vendor
Trickbot in an effort to thwart
attempts to meddle with the up-
coming US presidential election.

The tech giant’s announce-
ment came as The New York
Times reported United States
Cyber Command also targeted
the group amid fears hackers
could use malware to upend
the November 3 vote, in which
President Donald Trump seeks a
second term against challenger
Joe Biden. “We disrupted Trick-
bot through a court order we ob-
tained as well as technical action

we executed in partnership with
telecommunications providers
around the world,” said Tom Burt,
Microsoft’s vice president for cus-
tomer security and trust.

Burt said Trickbot distrib-
uted ransomware, a type of mal-
ware that would allow hackers to
infect a computer and then take
control of it at an opportune time.

“We have now cut off key in-
frastructure so those operating
Trickbot will no longer be able to
initiate new infections or activate
ransomware already dropped
into computer systems,” he said.

SOURCE: AFP

Stir-crazy ‘passengers’ gobble up tickets to dine on parked Singapore jets

TARMAC meals have become an
unlikely hit for coronavirus-bat-
tered Singapore Airlines, with
hundreds of “passengers” pay-
ing the equivalent of a budget
ticket just to dine inside ground-
ed A380 jumbos.

For a hefty sum of up to
Sg$642 ($470), people with a han-
kering for airline food can have
a meal on an A380, the world’s
biggest passenger jet.

With the aviation industry in
deep crisis due to the pandem-

ic, airlines have turned to alter-
native ways to raise cash, from
offering “flights to nowhere” to
tours of aircraft.

Singapore Airlines, which
has cut thousands of jobs and
grounded nearly all its planes

this year, decided to try another
route: offer travel-starved cus-
tomers the opportunity to dine
on one of two A380s turned into
pop-up restaurants.

SOURCE: AFP

THAI PROTESTS

Protesters gather
ahead of pro-
democracyrally in
tense Bangkok

MORE than a thousand pro-
testers gathered in Bangkok
ahead of a pro-democracy rally
on Wednesday, with tensions
high in Thailand after the arrest
of 21 pro-reform activists a day
earlier.

The activists are part of a
movement that has organized
rallies since July, calling for an
overhaul of the government
and the resignation of Premier
Prayut Chan-O-Cha. Some have
also demanded reforms to the
unassailable monarchy.

Anon Numpa -- a promi-
nent activist and one of the key
figures demanding royal reform
--urged the people gathering
at the capital’s Democracy
Monument to remain calm and
respectful, with the motorcade
carrying the King and Queen
scheduled to pass by in the
afternoon.

SOURCE: AFP
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Biden, Trump duel in batt

PRESIDENT Donald Trump told
a Pennsylvania crowd Tuesday
that he’s fighting “Marxists” and
“lunatics” while his Democratic
challenger Joe Biden accused
him in Florida, another key
electoral state, of having treat-
ed Americans as “expendable”
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

With only 21 days until the
November 3 election and badly
down in the polls, Trump fired
every lurid exaggeration about
the Democrats and insult about
Biden’s mental state that he has
in his arsenal.

He said Biden was “choking
like a dog” during their televised
debate, called him mentally
“shot,” and claimed the Demo-
cratic frontrunner was the pawn
of communists.

“He is handing control to
the socialists and Marxists and
left-wing extremists,” Trump
told the large, raucous crowd
in Johnstown. “He can’t stand
up to the lunatics running his

party.”

Going even further on his
long-running narrative that
77-year-old Biden is too frail
for the presidency, Trump, 74,
tweeted a crudely faked picture
purporting to show Biden in a
wheelchair, surrounded by el-
derly wheelchair-bound people
in a room.

“Biden for president,” the
caption said, with “p” struck out
to change the word to “resident.”

The mocking presenta-
tion of the infirm elderly was
somewhat surprising given the
president’s apparently growing
problems in retaining the loyalty
of seniors, an important elector-
al force.

‘Crush the virus'

In Johnstown, Trump re-
prised the outsider image that
he developed for his surprise
2016 victory, telling the crowd
that he was combatting a “selfish
and corrupt political class” back

eground states 21 days from election

Supporters look on as Democratic Presidential Candidate Joe Biden speaks during a drive-in rally in Miramar,

Florida. PHOTO: AFP

in Washington.
But even as he delighted
the crowd with his greatest rhe-

torical hits, Trump once more
showed that despite his poor poll
showing he has no intention of

trying to reach across to Demo-
crats in a deeply divided nation.
SOURCE: AFP

GLOBAL RECOVERY

Saudi hosts G20 talks on
virus recovery, debt relief

Saudi Minister of Commerce Majid al-Qasabi chairs a virtual G20 finance
ministers’ meeting in September. PHOTO: G20 PRESS OFFICE/AFP

G20 finance ministers and cen-
tral bankers are set to hold talks
Wednesday aimed at spurring
global recovery from a corona-
virus-triggered recession while
considering a proposal to extend
debt relief for crisis-hit poor
countries.

The virtual talks, hosted by
current G20 president Saudi Ara-
bia, come a day after the Inter-
national Monetary Fund warned
that global GDP would contract
4.4 per cent in 2020 and the dam-
age inflicted by the pandemic
would be felt for years.

The meeting will “discuss
updates to the G20 Action Plan
-— supporting the global econo-
my through the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” G20 organizers said in
a statement.

The group will also discuss
“the progress made on the G20
Debt Service Suspension Initi-
ative (DSSD and its proposed
extension into 2021,” the state-
ment added.

The 20 most industrialised
nations had pledged in April
to suspend debt service from
the world’s poorest countries

through the end of the year as
they faced a sharp economic con-
traction caused by the pandemic.

The World Bank and cam-
paigners have called for the debt
suspension initiative to be ex-
tended through the end of 2021,
while charities such as Oxfam
say it needs to be stretched
through 2022.

But World Bank President
David Malpass on Monday
warned G20 countries may only
approve a six-month debt relief
extension because “not all of the
creditors are participating fully”
to help poor nations weather the
health crisis.

“I think there will be com-
promise language (on) maybe
a six-month extension that can
be renewed depending on debt
sustainability,” Malpass said.

The DSSI has received 46
applications from eligible coun-
tries across the world, most of
them from Africa, the G20 said
last month.

But global campaigners
have criticised the group for do-
ing little to help poor countries
stave off the knock-on effects of
the pandemic.

SOURCE: AFP

Lebanon, Israel hold
landmark maritime
border talks

LEBANON and Israel, still
technically at war, held unprec-
edented talks under UN and
US auspices on Wednesday to
settle a maritime border dis-
pute and clear the way for oil
and gas exploration.

The talks mark a “first step
in the thousand-mile march
towards the demarcation” of
the sea frontier, Brigadier Gen-
eral Bassam Yassin, the head
of Lebanon’s delegation, was
quoted as saying in an army
statement released after the
session ended.

“Based on the higher in-
terests of our country, we are
looking to achieve a pace of ne-
gotiations that would allow us
to conclude this dossier within
reasonable time.”

Following years of US shut-
tle diplomacy, Lebanon and Is-
rael this month said they had
agreed to begin UN-brokered
negotiations, in what Washing-
ton hailed a “historic” agree-
ment.

The talks, held at a UN
peacekeeping force base in

the Lebanese border town of

Naqura, lasted for around one
hour and came weeks after
Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates became the first Arab
states to establish relations
with Israel since Egypt in 1979
and Jordan in 1994.

This has prompted suspi-
cions that the flurry of US-spon-
sored diplomacy relating to
Israel is linked to President
Donald Trump’s re-election
campaign.

A second round of negoti-
ations will be held on October
28, a Lebanese military source
and the official National News
Agency (NNA) said.

The Naqura talks, which
focused exclusively on the dis-
puted sea frontier, came at a
sensitive time as Lebanon, bat-
tered by multiple crises, hopes
to continue exploring for oil and
gas in a part of the Mediterra-
nean also claimed by Israel.

Security was tight, with
roads in the area blocked by
UN peacekeepers and Leba-
nese troops, and helicopters
flying overhead.

SOURCE: AFP
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Players’ welfare is ‘main priority’, says Asian football body

KUALA LUMPUR — Asian
football’s governing body said
player welfare was its “main
priority” after criticism from
the global players’ union that it
had been slow to provide enough
support since the coronavirus
shutdown.

FIFPro general secretary
Jonas Baer-Hoffmann last week
said the Asian Football Confed-
eration’s engagement had been
“lacking severely”, adding that
player welfare problems threat-
ened to undo Asia’s progress in
the sport.

But the AFC defended its
response to the Covid-19 crisis.
“The Asian Football Confeder-
ation put the welfare and the
well-being of the players -- and
all our stakeholders -- as our
main priority throughout the
pandemic,” it told AFP in a
statement.

The AFC “provided support
for clubs and leagues through
the member associations and

The AFC Champions League resumed in a bio-secure ‘bubble’ in Qatar. PHOTO: AFP

regional associations,” it added.
“Our competitions were
the first to be postponed in the

world and that was to protect the
health of all those who were to
be involved in those matches.”

Baer-Hoffmann highlighted
the problems faced by players in
Indonesia, saying a “unilateral

decision” by clubs to slash wages
by three-quarters had caused
“quite severe hardship”.

“We would have liked to
see the confederation (AFC)
involved in some of these really
drastic negative situations on
the domestic level,” Baer-Hoff-
mann told AFP.

He added: “We would very
much expect that the confeder-
ation sets a certain standard, in
terms of embracing collective
decision-making, in terms of
embracing the standards that
we are working under on the
deeper level. And that’s certainly
not happening.”

Like many sports bodies,
the AFC has suffered severe dif-
ficulty running its competitions
this year. The suspended Cham-
pions League has resumed in
a biosecure “bubble” in Qatar,
while the second-tier AFC Cup
has been cancelled and World
Cup qualifiers are on hold.
—AFP

World No.1 Johnson tests
positive for Covid-19: PGA Tour

LOS ANGELES — Dustin
Johnson has tested positive
for Covid-19, the PGA Tour
said Tuesday, forcing the world
number one golfer’s withdraw-
al from the CJ Cup in Las Ve-
gas.

Johnson underwent a test
after experiencing symptoms
of coronavirus ahead of Thurs-
day’s opening round at Shadow
Creek, the tour said in a state-
ment.

The 36-year-old, whose last
outing came at last month’s
US Open, is now undergoing
self-isolation, the tour added.

“Obviously, I am very dis-
appointed,” Johnson said.

“I was really looking for-
ward to competing this week,
but will do everything I can to
return as quickly as possible.

“I have already had a few
calls with the Tour’s medical
team and appreciate all the
support and guidance they
have given me.”

Johnson’s withdrawal
comes after a stellar season
which has seen him win the
FedEx Cup for the first time as
well as PGA Tour Player of the
Year honors.—AFP

In this file photo Dustin Johnson of the United States looks on
from the first green during the final round of the 120th US Open
Championship on September 19, 2020 at Winged Foot Golf Club in
Mamaroneck, New York. PHOTO: JAMIE SQUIRE/ AFP

Premier League clubs debate radical reform plan

LONDON — Premier League
clubs are holding a sharehold-
ers’ meeting on Wednesday after
Football Association chairman
Greg Clarke said a breakaway
from the top flight was wielded
“as a threat” during talks over
radical proposals to restructure
English football.

The “Project Big Picture”
plan, backed by Liverpool and
Manchester United, has been
criticized by the government, the
Premier League and fan groups.

Proposals include cutting
the number of Premier League
teams from 20 to 18, scrapping
the League Cup, controversial
changes to voting rights and a

financial settlement for the Eng-
lish Football League (EFL).

Representatives of the 20
Premier League clubs will have
the chance to debate the issue
in the open for the first time
during a virtual get-together on
Wednesday that comes after an
eye-catching intervention from
Clarke.

In aletter to the FA council,
which convenes on Thursday,
he said he had taken part in in-
itial discussions before walking
away when he felt the aim had
become “the concentration of
power and wealth in the hands
of a few clubs, with a breakaway
league mooted as a threat”.

Clarke warned the FA could
use its so-called “golden share”
as a trump card if it felt the wider
interests of the game were being
compromised and suggested any
breakaway competition would
not receive the necessary sanc-
tions from the governing body.

FA warning

“We, the FA board and
council, have to ensure that any
changes would be to the long-
term benefit of the whole of
football and we have substantial
controls to help ensure that the
best interests of the game are
served by any new proposals,”
he said. —AFP

New Zealand scrap England football friendly
over coronavirus ‘complications’

WELLINGTON — New Zea-
land pulled out of next month’s
football friendly against England
on Wednesday, saying “compli-
cations” caused by Covid-19
had made it too difficult to field
a team at Wembley on Novem-
ber 12.

The withdrawal follows a
number of coronavirus cases
during the current round of in-
ternational fixtures, including
a positive test by Portugal and

Juventus superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo.

“The shifting nature of trav-
el restrictions and commercial
flight availability under Cov-
id means that we do not have
certainty we could assemble a
squad at Wembley,” New Zea-
land Football CEO Andrew Prag-
nell said in a statement.

He said a “significant num-
ber” of players would face quar-
antine or other restrictions when

they returned home, adding that
could “potentially jeopardise
their professional careers”.

All Whites coach Danny Hay
said he was “gutted” to have to
withdraw from such a high-pro-
file fixture.

“Looking at the restrictions
currently in place, as well as the
rising number of Covid-19 cases
across Europe, it just isn’t pos-
sible to put a competitive squad
together,” he said —AFP
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