SEARCHING FORINNOVATIVE WAYS TO CREATE SAFE JOBS AMIDST COVID-19 IS A MUST

PARLIAMENT

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw goes over govt revenue,

public debt for 2019-2020FY

PAGE-8 (OPINION)

Meeting on new UN Framework for Immediate

Socio-Economic Response to COVID-19 in

arm | Myanmar

GLOBALNEW [ GH Tor MYANMAR

Vol. VII, No. 114, 5" Waning of Second Waso 1382 ME

WWW.GNLM.COM.MM

Saturday, 8 August 2020

Message from U Win Myint,
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar
on the occasion of the 53rd Anniversary of the founding of ASEAN

founding of ASEAN. On this auspicious oc-

casion, I take a great pleasure in extend-
ing my warmest greetings and best wishes to our
fellow citizens and to the peoples of the ASEAN
Member States. Commemorating ASEAN Day is
an opportunity for us to reflect our achievements
on how far we have reached in the regional tran-
sition to become one community that is dynam-

TODAY marks the 53rd Anniversary of the

(8 August 2020)

ic, inclusive, rules-based, people-oriented, and
people-centred.

A regional grouping of ten diverse nations from
Southeast Asian region is striving for regional peace,
prosperity and stability with the spirit of amity and
cooperation. Collective strength of ASEAN is en-
hanced to become politically cohesive, economically
integrated and socially responsible community in ef-
fectively responding to current and future challenges

and in enhancing the opportunities as enshrined in
the ASEAN Charter.

The theme of this year’s Chairmanship “Cohesive
and Responsive ASEAN” is highly relevant to the
needs of today as ASEAN has been tested its resil-
ience and responsiveness amidst the unprecedented
challenges posed by the outbreak of COVID-19 and
unsettled regional hotspot issues.

SEE PAGE-3

President U Win Myint makes
inspection tour to Kengtung

State Counsellor launches public
rental housing project in Yangon

Pre31dent U Win Mymt offers robes and requlsltes toa monk at the Dhamodaya Paritta
Monastery in Kengtung Township on 7 August 2020. PHOTO: MNA

by a special flight of the Tatmadaw yesterday.

His entourage included Union Ministers Lt-Gen Soe Htut, Lt-Gen Ye Aung,

U Ohn Win, U Win Khaing, Deputy Minister U Khin Maung Win, Police Lt-Gen Aung
Win Oo from the Myanmar Police Force and officials.

PRESIDENT U Win Myint visited Kengtung Township in eastern Shan State

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi drives a stake to launch public rental housing
project in Dagon Myothit (South) on 7 August 2020. PHOTO: MNA

of a public rental housing project in Dagon Myothit (South) Township, Yangon,
yesterday.
The housing project is located beside the model special agricultural zone near
the intersection of No 7 Highway and the No 2 Junction.

S TATE Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi attended the stake-driving ceremony
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PYIDAUNGSU HLUTTAW

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw goes over govt revenue,
public debt for 2019-2020FY

HE 9th-day meeting of

the Second Pyidaungsu

Hluttaw’s 17th regular

session was held in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday.

Firstly, Joint Bill Committee
member U Nay Myo Tun read
the committee’s report on the
Animal Health and Development
Bill, sent back with comments
from the President. Fellow com-
mittee member U Zaw Win then
read their report on the National
Library Bill, also sent back with
comments from the President.
Speaker U T Khun Myat then
called for MPs interested in dis-
cussing both bills to register their
names.

Tax revenue for 2019-2020
FY

This was followed by Un-
ion-level officials responding to
comments from MPs and to the
report from the Joint Public Ac-
counts Committee (7/2020) con-
cerning the tax revenue for the
first half of the 2019-2020 financial
year.

Deputy Minister for Natural
Resources and Environmental
Conservation Dr Ye Myint Swe
said the anticipated tax revenue
for the first half was K14,958.845
million. The environmental con-
servation and forestry sector
levied K5,738.496 million and the
mining sector levied K13,422.237
million, a total of K19,160.733 mil-
lion combined and a 128.09 per
cent implementation success.

The ministry’s management
commiittee decided to ease tax on
precious gems after a report re-
lated to COVID-19 was submitted
by Myanmar Gems and Jewel-
lery Entrepreneurs Association.
An amount of K4,968.956 million
has been levied as of 5 August,
making it 75.93 per cent of the
estimated amount. The remain-
ing 24.07 per cent is for K1,574.945
million. The Deputy Minister said
once COVID-19 restrictions are
alleviated, then gem shows can
resume and contribute to the
government revenue.

Next, Deputy Minister for
Planning, Finance and Industry
U Maung Maung Win said the
government is prioritizing effec-
tive tax management rather than
increasing tax rates. He added
that increasing or reducing tax
rates is done with approval from
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, as cited
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MP U Nay Myo Tun.
PHOTO: MNA

Deputy Minister U Tin Myint.
PHOTO: MNA

in the 2008 Constitution. He said
they are constantly working to
raise awareness on proper tax
payments and to create a posi-
tive taxpayer culture among the
public.

Moving on, other sectors of
the government revenue were ex-
plained by Deputy Minister for Of-
fice of Union Government U Tin
Myint, Deputy Minister for Agri-
culture, Livestock and Irrigation
U Hla Kyaw, Deputy Minister for
Transport and Communications
U Kyaw Myo, Deputy Minister for
Electricity and Energy Dr Tun
Naing and Nay Pyi Taw Council
member U Aung Myint Tun.

Joint Public Accounts Com-
mittee member U Myo Win
then motioned for the report to
be approved by the assembly,
which was approved after the
Speaker received no opposition
from the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.
The tax report for the first half
of the 2019-2020 financial year of
Union-level institutions was also
put on record.

National Strategy, Union
Budget reports
Next, Union-level officials

MP U Zaw Win.
PHOTO: MNA

Deputy Minister U Hla Kyaw.
PHOTO: MNA

responded to comments from
MPs and a report from the Joint
Public Accounts Committee on
the National Strategy Report
for the first half of the 2019-2020
financial year and the Union
Budget Report.

Deputy Minister for Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irrigation U
Hla Kyaw said they proposed a
capital expenditure of K430.368
billion for implementing projects
in the first half of the financial
year but have only utilized 25.13
per cent at K108.143 billion.
He said the ministry’s capital
budget proposal was K21 billion
but they have so far received 33
per cent of it at K7.146 billion.

The Deputy Minister said
they have not received the pro-
posed amount from various
grants such as from IFAD for
Farm Project (Fostering Agri-
culture Revitalization Project in
Myanmar), from Denmark-My-
anmar and Mekong-Lancang
projects, from East Region Ag-
riculture and Livestock Project,
and from the Canada Co-opera-
tive Association. He said this is
why there is a shortfall in expect-
ed revenue.

-

Deputy Minister Dr Ye Myint Swe.
PHOTO: MNA

Deputy Minister U Kyaw Myo.
PHOTO: MNA

Other aspects of the re-
ports was further explained by
Deputy Minister for Energy
and Electricity Dr Tun Naing,
Deputy Minister for Commerce
U Aung Htoo, Deputy Minister
for Education U Win Maw Tun,
Deputy Minister for Construc-
tion Dr Kyaw Lin, and Deputy
Ministers for Planning, Finance
and Industry U Sett Aung and U
Maung Maung Win.

Joint Public Accounts Com-
mittee member U Kyaw Tint
then tabled a motion for the
assembly to approve both re-
ports. The Speaker then called
for the deliberation of the Hlut-
taw, received no opposition, and
declared the reports have been
approved and will be put on re-
cord.

Government debt

Next, Union-level officials
responded to comments from
MPs and a report from the Joint
Public Accounts Committee on
the Union Government’s annual
debt report for 2018-2019 finan-
cial year.

Deputy Minister U Maung
Maung Win said there is no more

Deputy Minister U Maung Maung
Win. PHOTO:MNA

Deputy Minister Dr Tun
Naing. PHOTO : MNA

credit remaining to withdraw
from foreign loans from before
1988 and between 1988 to 2011
while there is credit remaining
in certain foreign loans acquired
between 2011 to 2019. He said
these foreign loans fund two
types of projects; the first type
creates income channels for the
nation while the second type sup-
ports the economy and society
without creating direct income,
but they all bring benefits to the
nation as a whole.

The matter was further
discussed by Deputy Ministers
U Hla Kyaw, U Kyaw Myo and
Dr Tun Naing. Joint Public Ac-
counts Committee Vice-Chair-
man U Aung Min then motioned
for the assembly to approve the
report. The Speaker then called
for the deliberation of the Hlut-
taw, received no opposition, and
declared the report has been ap-
proved.

The 10th-day meeting of the
Second Pyidaungsu Hluttaw’s
17th regular session will convene
on 19 August.—Aung Ye Thwin,
Aye Aye Thant

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)
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The General Election will be held on 8 November 2020.

® Union Election Commission has announced the first edition of eligible voter lists at local offices of the commission in respec-
tive wards/village-tracts, in the villages from 25 July 2020 to 7 November 2020.

® If the name of any eligible voter is not included in the list, voter registration can be requested by filling in Form 3.

B Objection can be filed against any ineligible voter in the list by using Form 4.

B Correction for voter list can be requested by using Form 4 (c)

® Voters can cast their votes only if their names are included in the voters list.

correct voters list.

B Cooperation is requested for at least one member of each family to check their names without fail to ensure a complete and

® Check the voters lists not to lose voting rights by filling up discrepancies, deleting and making corrections.

FROM PAGE-1

ASEAN identity is created by the “unity in di-
versity”. The Association today is a politically stable,
economically viable and people-oriented community.
Continued success of ASEAN is also attracting inter-
est from a growing number of countries to engage
and establish formal partnership with ASEAN. While
strengthening cooperation with Dialogue Partners
and other external parties, ASEAN underscores the
importance of fostering ASEAN unity and ASEAN
centrality in the evolving regional architecture.

In maintaining peace and stability in the region
and beyond, the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
in Southeast Asia (TAC) remains a key instrument
for the conduct of inter-state relations. The growing
number of interested parties to the TAC demonstrates
that ASEAN’s norms and values are increasingly em-
braced by non-ASEAN countries. ASEAN promotes
its regional actions by synchronizing the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025 and the UN 2030 Agenda on
Sustainable Development.

This year also marks a milestone for ASEAN
as it reaches mid-term of the implementation of the
ASEAN Community Vision 2025. ASEAN is mak-
ing significant economic progress leading to fourth
largest single market by 2030. ASEAN possesses
the world’s third largest labour forces providing a
greater opportunity for trade, investment and re-
gional prosperity.

Despite many achievements in community build-
ing efforts, ASEAN today faces many unprecedented
challenges posed by the outbreak of COVID-19. Not-
withstanding, ASEAN has been able to demonstrate
the spirit of cohesiveness and responsiveness in
addressing the global pandemic and mitigating its
socio-economic impacts. ASEAN has been working
to operationalize the COVID-19 ASEAN Response
Fund and ASEAN Regional Reserve of Medical Sup-
plies and, to develop the ASEAN Standard Operating
Procedures for Public Health Emergencies.

ASEAN is also undertaking closer policy co-
ordination to restore growth by sustaining market
stability. As COVID-19 has brought about a faster shift

Message from President U Win Myint, ...

to digital technology and digital economy, ASEAN is
fostering greater cooperation in digital transforma-
tion, particularly the digital economy.

ASEAN today is accelerating its efforts with
a whole-of-community approach ensuring no one
left behind in the community building. Initiative for
ASEAN Integration (IAI) plays an important role
in narrowing the development gap among ASEAN
Member States. Myanmar; as the Chair of the IAI Task
Force for this year; is leading the formulation of the
new IAI Work Plan of the next five years (2021-2025).

More integrated ASEAN Economic Community
is also expected to bring greater opportunities to
Myanmar in terms of inter-regional export market,
investment and trade and thus creating more jobs
and better life for peoples in our region and beyond.

On this auspicious occasion, I wish the peoples
of Myanmar and the peoples of ASEAN Member
States every success and progress in the ASEAN
Community Building efforts and socio-economic
development to contribute towards peace, stability
and prosperity in the region and beyond.

P T . |
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President U Win Myint and party view Naung Tung Lake in Kengtung Township, eastern Shan State on 7 August 2020. PHOTO: MNA

FROM PAGE-1

of ethnic literature and culture.

President U Win Myint makes inspection tour to Kengtung

They were welcomed at the
Kengtung Airport by Shan State
Chief Minister Dr Lin Htut, State
Hluttaw Speaker U Sai Lone Sai,

Commander Major-Gen Khin
Hlaing from Triangle Region
Command, the state government
ministers, Hluttaw representa-
tives, town’s elders and leaders

The President and party vis-
ited Dhamodaya Paritta Mon-
astery and paid homage to the
members of Sangha.

They also arrived at Pertian
Gate, input of water into Naung
Tung Lake, landscaping works
and upgrade of road at the lake
and other development projects

in Kengtung. The President and
party stayed overnight at the
Amazing Kengtung Resort in
Kengtung.—MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)
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State Counsellor launches public rental housing project in Yangon

FROM PAGE-1

The ceremony was also at-
tended by Union Ministers U Min
Thu, U Thant Sin Maung and U
Han Zaw, Yangon Region Chief
Minister U Phyo Min Thein,
Yangon Region Hluttaw Speak-
er U Tin Maung Tun, ministers
of the regional government and
officials and the chairpersons
of the Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneurs Federation, My-
anmar Licenced Contractors
Association and the Civil and
Infrastructural Development
Association.

At the ceremony, Union Min-
ister for Construction U Han Zaw
remarked that the number of
homeless persons is expected to
increase as people with monthly
income under K300,000, out of 15
million urban population regis-
tered in 2014, are losing their
jobs and encountered an income
decline unaffordable for the rent-
al, and that the government has
planned to set up 10,000 units of
public rental housing in Yangon,
Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw.

He added that major cit-
ies with abundant employment
opportunities have commonly
encountered an increasing de-
mand for houses and that the
development of residential pro-
jects could control the houseless
population.

The Union Minister contin-
ued to say that urban public fa-
cilities such as markets, schools,
clinics, playgrounds and amuse-
ment parks will be set up togeth-
er with water supply, electricity,
roads and other infrastructural
structures.

While the private invest-
ments are being invited to the
rental housing market, the exist-
ing project will be implemented
with the capitals of the private
sector under the private finance
initiative system and the govern-
ment will settle the costs from its
extra budgets.

After this, the State Counsel-
lor said “I'm very satisfied that
we are able to implement this
housing project. The reason is
that this is for the livelihood of
our people. First of all, to have
food to eat is very important.
Everyone wants to have enough
food to eat. After that we need
clothing to wear in accordance
with our sense of respect. Next to
have housing is just as important
as these. We live in a house that
we can afford. Everyone wants
tolive in a secure place in peace
with one’s family.

Therefore, in a country such

2
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State Counsellor is making a speech at the launching ceremony of public rental housing project in Dagon Myothit (South) Township, Yangon, on 7

August. PHOTO: MNA.

as ours which is still in the pro-
cess of developing we cannot as
yet say that our people have ad-
equate food, clothing and hous-
ing. That’s why we have to strive
from all angles to have adequate
food, clothing and housing. Dur-
ing times like this, the reason
why housing projects such as
this one are very important is
that they provide a solution to
the challenges we are facing be-
cause of COVID, not only for our
fundamental food, clothing and
housing needs.

Right from the early stages,
when we were formulating pro-
grammes to prevent and control
COVID, we had to think about the
economic impact of this disease.
As we thought about how to mit-
igate the impact of this disease
on our economy, we began to
realize that it was necessary to
encourage housing projects. This
is because we found out thatin a
housing project it is possible to
work in accordance with rules
and regulations for health issued
by the Ministry of Health and
Sports.

In a construction project, not
only can our people get jobs, but
they also have the opportunity to
work in a safe place with respect
to their health; this is why we
encourage construction projects.
I am sure all of you present here
know that when we began to lift
the restrictions for operations
to resume, the construction in-
dustry was the first. Now when
we start the programmes, as
soon as we begin the construc-
tion project, job creation for the
people is very widespread. Even
from the very beginning, as soon
as we clear the land, our people
getjobs. As soon as construction
begins, the people who worked
on clearing operations would cer-
tainly benefit, needless to say. At
every stage there are job oppor-
tunities; all skilled workers who
are involved in the construction

process and workers who are not
that highly skilled, all of them get
job opportunities. Furthermore,
we can say that this is good for
our long-term development.

If we look at this place now,
we can see paddy fields and
farmlands. However, after this
project has been implemented
successfully, it will become a new
town. In choosing the site for this
project, a lot of thought went into
the process. In a construction
project, the time for planning is
quite limited. We have to think
very carefully. As soon as the pro-
ject starts, job creation is quite
rapid. I think that our success
will also be quick. That is why we
thank all those who have support-
ed and assisted for the success
of this project. Those who were
involved in the initial planning;
in our country, when we begin
a project, the acquisition of land
is very important. The land must
be suitable, and it must not hurt
anyone. If this land is owned by
any department or private per-
son, we have to settle this matter
in accordance with the law in a
fair and speedy manner. I think
it is known to everyone that as
we carry out this process step
by step, we have to work with
great care and caution to avoid
making mistakes.

Another thing, we can say
the fact that we can implement a
project like this successfully is an
indication of the success of coop-
eration and coordination. Various
departments had to cooperate.
Entrepreneurs and the govern-
ment had to cooperate. Then,
people also had to cooperate.
Workers also had to cooperate.
A construction project can really
be successful only if everyone
cooperated. That is why I want
all of you to think deeply when
you look at our projects, not only
at the superficial level.

I want to say that this pro-
ject of ours provides benefits not

only in mitigating the negative
impact of COVID but it is also
in line with our long-term de-
velopment programmes. That
is why we take great pride; this
is something that is needed very
much not only for the present but
also for the future; something
that needs to happen. I am very
grateful indeed. I also encour-
age this. We have plans to carry
out a great deal of such projects
continuously.

Just as the Construction
Minister has said, not only in
Yangon, we plan to implement
many of such projects also in
Nay Pyi Taw. At the moment,
we can say that it has been eight
months since we have been fac-
ing the COVID disease. Why, in
actual fact, it began in the first
month of this year. Since it has
been eight months, we are suf-
fering from the impact not only
all over our country but all over
the world. Up to this time, we can
say that our country can be hurt
by the economic impact as well
as in matters of health. However,
we cannot say that this COVID
problem is over. I don’t want to
take pride and say that up to now
we were able to control this dis-
ease. I am afraid that the situa-
tion might change. However, I
can see that up to now, our work
has been satisfactory. But asitis
now eight months, the negative
impact on the economy will be-
come more apparent. That’s why
I wish to say that implementing
such projects at this time is very
timely and in sync. I believe that
there will significant benefits and
significant-good results because
of the timeliness.

In conclusion, I wish to
thank all those who have partic-
ipated and cooperated as well as
the departments. I also see this
ground-breaking ceremony as
having full of meaning and that
this act signifies the laying of a
firm foundation for the future,

for the interest of our people.”

Chairperson of Myanmar
Construction Entrepreneurs
Federation U Shein Win ex-
plained possible employment op-
portunities from this project and
suggested the requirement of
laws pertaining to rental housing
to address difficulties of people
while the public housing sector
is developing.

The State Counsellor set a
stake in the specific place of the
housing project and sprinkled
scented water over it.

The Union Ministers and of-
ficials drove the stakes into the
ground on the respective places.

The public rental housing
project will have 5,072 units of
flat on 171 acres of land with
the supervision of the Ministry
of Construction and support of
Yangon regional government.
It will be jointly implemented
by the Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneurs Federation, the
Myanmar Licenced Contrac-
tors Association and the Civil
and Infrastructural Develop-
ment Association. The asso-
ciations will construct 6,300
flats in Yangon Region and
over 1,200 flats in other areas,
in addition to 700 flats in Nay
Pyi Taw and 3,000 flats in Man-
dalay Region.

Myanmar introduced public
rental housing project in 1951
with very lower cost compared
with the market rate for people
such as civil service staff and
common families.

The records of the Ministry
of Construction have shown that
over 9,000 flats in parliamentary
democracy period, over 11,000
under the socialist government
and over 14,000 at the time of
democratic government were
constructed. However, the de-
mand for rental flats remains
high in Myanmar. —MNA

(Translated by Kyaw
Myaing, Aung Khin)
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The most important lesson we have learnt

from COVID

boundless vigilance.

Because of COVID, we are encountering many things to think about and to learn on a daily basis. The
most important lesson we have learnt from COVID is that we were forced to train ourselves to have

(Excerpt from State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s Facebook post on 10 June 2020)

Meeting on new UN
Framework for Immediate
Socio-Economic Response
to COVID-19 in Myanmar

U Thaung Tun, Union Minister for
Investment and Foreign Econom-
ic Relations and Development
Assistance Coordination Unit
Vice-Chair yesterday met with
the UN Country Team to discuss
the new UN Framework for the
Immediate Socio-Economic Re-
sponse to COVID-19 in Myanmar
(UN-SERPF).

In his welcoming remarks at
the meeting held via video confer-
ence, Union Minister, U Thaung
Tun stated, “...we greatly appre-
ciate the time, effort, and exper-
tise invested into this compre-
hensive and strategic document”
while noting “...the Framework
aligns closely with our COVID-19
Economic Relief Plan”.

Ms June Kunugi, UN Resi-
dent Coordinator ad interim and
UNICEF Representative intro-

duced the UN-SERF in great-
er detail, highlighting how the
Framework was developed in co-
ordination with the UN Country
Team and major international
financial institutions present in
Myanmar, and how Framework
is firmly aligned both with My-
anmar’s country context and the
UN’s broader COVID-19 Global
Response Framework.

Ms Dawn Del Rio, Officer-In-
Charge, and UNDP Deputy Res-
ident Representative provided a
comprehensive briefing on the
UN-SERF’s various pillars and
thematic areas, funding status,
monitoring, and evaluation ar-
rangements, and actions covered
within the Framework’s detailed
Action Plan Matrix.

U Sett Aung, Deputy Min-
ister of Planning, Finance, and

Union Minister U Thaung Tun joins virtual meeting on new UN Framework for the Immediate Socio-Economic
Response to COVID-19 in Myanmar (UN-SERF). PHOTO: MNA

Industry noted the need to ensure
continued alignment and comple-
mentarity between action plans
included within the Myanmar
COVID-19 Economic Relief Plan
(CERP), the Myanmar Sustaina-
ble Development Plan (MSDP),
and the UN-SERF.

U Min Ye Paing Hein, Deputy
Minister of Planning, Finance,
and Industry drew attention to
the government’s progress-to-

date concerning maternal cash
transfers and lending to agricul-
tural workers and highlighted
the need to further mainstream
gender equality into COVID-19
related efforts to ensure a truly
representative whole-of-nation
response.

Union Minister U Thaung
Tun concluded the meeting stat-
ing that the UN-SERF offers a
timely example of effective mul-

tilateral cooperation, needed now
more than ever, and that, if fully
funded and well implemented,
would no doubt save lives, control
transmission, and ease economic
fallout.

The meeting was also at-
tended by U Bharat Singh, Dep-
uty Minister of Investment and
Foreign Economic Relations and
Dr Mya Lay Sein, Deputy Minis-
ter of Health and Sports.— MNA

Two new cases of COVID-19 in Myanmar reported on 7 August, total figure reaches 359

MYANMAR'’S COVID-19 positive cases reached 359 after 2 new cases were reported on 7 August according to Ministry of Health and Sports. Case No 358 and
Case No 359 returned from India. Out of the 359 confirmed cases, six died, 309 have recovered, 296 have been discharged from hospitals and 24 were held under

investigation.—MNA

Total Cases

359

Total
Recovery

309

Updated at 8 pm, 7 August 2020

Two more COVID-19 cases on 7 August 2020: updated at 8 pm

Total Death 6
Tally

Discharged
from Hospital

Vi

296

New PUIs

Case | Age | Gender Address Contact with posi- Oversea travel history | Hospital for medical | Lab result Remark
No tive patient treatment
358 28 Male Kalay Township, No Yes, India Peoples’ Hospital, Positive Held under quarantine
Sagaing Region Kalay (Tonzong Township)
359 24 Male Tiddim Township, No Yes, India Peoples’ Hospital, Positive Held under quarantine
Chin State Tiddim (Tonzong Township)

Ministry of Health and Sports
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DACU, partners review progress towards finalized revised
Myanmar development assistance policy, other key matters

U Thaung Tun, Union Minister
for Investment and Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations and Develop-
ment Assistance Coordination
Unit (DACU) Vice-Chair yester-
day chaired a meeting between
the DACU, Cooperation Partners
Group (CPG) representatives,
and representatives from domes-
tic and international civil society.

The Union Minister noted
that Myanmar’s development
progress had continued notwith-
standing COVID-19, citing recent
analysis by the Oxford Business
Group predicting Myanmar’s
economy will recover faster
than both global and regional
averages, and the Purchasers
Manufacturing Index (PMDris-
ing for a third successive month
-- a clear sign that the sector is
starting to recover.

The Union Minister also cit-
ed further examples of progress
including the government’s re-
cent announcement of a new 100
billion MMK loan fund focused
on the country’s agriculture and
livestock sector, and the Myan-
mar Investment Commission

)

)
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Development Assistance Coordination Unit (DACU), Cooper
international civil society hold meeting on 7 August 2020. PHOTO: MNA

(MIC) having approved over
US$5 billion in foreign invest-
ment this fiscal year.

Speaking on behalf of the
CPG, Mr Rurik Marsden, Head
of DFID Myanmar expressed
appreciation for continued pro-
gress toward finalization of the
revised Myanmar Development

Assistance Policy (DAP), that the
revised draft has incorporated
many of the suggestions offered
to date, and how this important
piece of work would assist all
Myanmar’s partners strengthen
their engagement.

Ms Pancy Tun Thein, Direc-
tor of the Local Resource Centre

ation Partners Group (CPG) and domestic and

and Myanmar Civil Society Or-
ganizations Partnership for Aid
and Development Effectiveness
(MCPAD) Representative also
expressed appreciation for the
consultative revision process
and the DAP’s recognition of the
valuable role played by Myan-
mar’s vibrant and diverse CSOs.

Ms Irene Fraser, INGO Fo-
rum Director echoed comments
expressed by others while noth-
ing the inclusion of additional
cross-cutting Strategic Coordi-
nation Groups (SCG) covering
gender equality, disability, and
statistical quality development.

Abroad-ranging discussing
followed with Deputy Ministers
for Planning, Finance and In-
dustry U Sett Aung and U Min
Ye Paing Hein, providing clar-
ity on the rationale behind the
identification of SCGs, while
noting the need to ensure con-
tinued progress in moving from
sector-level-planning to strate-
gic-level planning, and how SCGs
will be used to further this shift.

In his concluding remarks,
Union Minister U Thaung Tun
encouraged all present to con-
tinue to push forward with the
finalization of the DAP and to
ensure that development assis-
tance to Myanmar continues to
deliver results in the coming
months and years ahead, with
the greatest possible transpar-
ency. — MNA

SEA countries, WHO discuss regional
healthcare challenges

HEALTH ministers of Southeast
Asian countries and the regional
director of WHO held a virtual
meeting over sustainable basic
healthcare services, plans for
public health, experiences and
challenges during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic on 6 Au-
gust.

Permanent Secretary of
Health and Sports Professor
Dr Thet Khaing Win joined the
meeting,.

During the meeting, the
regional director delivered an
opening speech, and the health
officials from respective coun-
tries presented the distributions

of medical supplies, progress in
COVID-19 vaccine production,
basic healthcare system for pub-
lic health and challenges during
COVID-19 crisis.

Permanent Secretary Pro-
fessor Dr Thet Khaing Win ex-
plained the concerted efforts
of Myanmar being conducted
under the guidance of the State
Counsellor, like forming the
National-Level Central Com-
mittee for Prevention, Control
and Treatment of COVID-19,
conducting education pro-
grammes for public awareness
via the website of Ministry of
Health and Sports in addition to

social media and public media
and resumption of vaccination
programme since mid-May at
the hospitals.

He also discussed the for-
mation of advisory groups in line
with the advice of the Union Min-
ister for promoting healthcare
system beyond COVID-19 peri-
od, the ongoing basic healthcare
services and public health ser-
vices despite some shortage of
human resources, other supplies
and management in healthcare
services.—MNA

(Translated by Khine Thaz-
in Han)

Myanmar health delegates join the virtual meeting over sustainable basic healthcare services on 6
August 2020. PHOTO: MNA

assistance.

MNHRC investigates death
of two young men from
Mandalay rehab centre

1. Seven young men sentenced to 2 years in prison for
robbery arrived at Mandalay Community Rehabilitation
Centre on 26 July 2020 and they ran away from the
centre on 31 July around 11 pm. After they have been
found on the same day, one of them died on that day,
and another one died on 5 August.

2. According to the report, a team led by the Myanmar
National Human Rights Commission members U Kyaw
Soe and U Kyaw Myint made investigations in Manda-
lay on 7 August; questioning local police officers, two
young men involved in the escape and officials from
the rehab centre. They also interviewed the hospital
superintendent and forensic doctors who examined the
bodies of young men at Mandalay General Hospital and
comforted the hospitalized young man with nutrition

3. Relevant departments were reportedly undertaking
the case in line with the rules and regulations of their
respective departments.

Myanmar National Human Rights Commission
7th August 2020

Trade Mark AdIS

Call thinthinmay, —09251022355,09974424848
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EU Myan Ku Fund assistance to
factory workers reaches K4 bln

GARMENT workers who have
lost their jobs due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic continue receiv-
ing financial assistance through
a €5 million K7.9 billion Europe-
an Union emergency cash fund,
“Myan Ku”. Between 1 May and
3 August, halfway through the
initiative, “Myan Ku” has distrib-
uted emergency cash payments
to laid-off and suspended work-
ers, reaching 45,061 payments,
equivalent to over K4 billion (or
€2.5 million) in total assistance
provided so far.

"Myan Ku supports us dur-
ing a time when we really need
it so everyone who receives such
assistance from the fund will be
secure for a while and they will
also be happy like me. I also want
to get myjob back as soon as pos-
sible to support my family.” said
Ms Shunn Lae Nway, a garment
factory quality controller who
lost her job in May.

The EU Myan Ku Fund
cash transfer programme has
been extended until 30 No-
vember 2020. Cash transfers
will continue to be provided to
garment, textile and footwear
industry workers who have lost
their jobs. Unemployed pregnant
workers, migrant workers and
workers who are using their un-
employment period to enroll in
educational and skills training
programmes can from now on
benefit from this support.

The broadening of the tar-
get group will enable that the
nutritional needs of unemployed
pregnant workers are met. It
will specifically help migrant
workers and workers facing

discrimination in employment
to receive essential basic sup-
port that could facilitate their
return into the workforce. There
is a very important gender di-
mension to Myan Ku. 90% of the
jobs created within the garment
sector employ women, who often
leave quite poor conditions in
their home villages behind to
come to work in factories where
they can earn decent salaries
and provide support for their
families. This provides them
with confidence. An objective of
Myan Ku is to safeguard these
jobs, so that women who found
jobs in this sector can go through
this crisis and emerge with their
livelihoods intact. In total, 26,578
factory workers from about 230
factories in the garment, textile
and footwear industries have
been enrolled and supported
since the programme start-
ed. Cash transfer support has
ranged from K35,000 per month
to K125,000 per month. Workers
who are only employed part-
time in the factories and earn
less than K100,000 can receive
50% matching assistance from
Myan Ku.

“The factory I worked for
closed without giving any sever-
ance compensation to the work-
ers. I then received K125,000 on
15 June from the EU Myan Ku
Fund. I could not believe I would
receive this financial support... I
feel so happy.” said Ms Aye Aye
Khine, a sewing operator who
lost her job and received no sev-
erance pay after her employer
went bankrupt and permanently
closed in April 2020.—GNLM

Domestic gold price hits new record
high amidst global price hike

(FILES) Saleswomen are selling gold jewellery at a shop in Yangon on 25 February 2015. PHOTO : PHOE KHWAR

By Nyein Nyein

WITH the record high global
gold price, the domestic gold
price also hit a new record on 7
August with K1,332,500 per tical,
according to the domestic gold
market.

Although the domestic
gold price was a record high at
K1,307,000 per tical (0.578 ounc-
es, or 0.016 kilograms) on 5 Sep-
tember 2019, the gold price is a
new record high again.

While the domestic gold
price was highly recorded at
K1,300,000 per tical on 5 Septem-
ber 2019, the price of the global
gold price has only risen to $1,550
per tical.

With the rising of the global

gold price, the global gold mar-
ket saw the gold being sold for
$20,000 per ounce on 5 August
and the price continued to hike
and hit a new record high at
$2,062 per ounce on 7 August.

With the rising of the global
gold price, the domestic one also
hit the new record. The dollar
versus the kyat exchange rate
was K1,373 per dollar on 7 Au-
gust. At present, there is a high
demand for gold in the local mar-
ket, according to a domestic gold
trader.

With the slightly rising of
domestic gold price together
with the global gold price start-
ing from 2019, the local gold
price reached K1,000,000 per
tical between 17 January and

21 February, K1,100,000 between
22 June and 5 August, K1,200,000
between 7 August and 4 Sep-
tember and, then reached an
all-time high of K1,300,000 on 5
September 2019.

In April, the coronavirus
risks caused the shutdown of the
gold market, and the market reo-
pened on 18 May with a minimum
rate of K1,214,100 27 May) and a
maximum rate of K1,236,000 (18
May). The price was moving in
the range 0f K1,209,600 on 6 June
and K1,219,500 on 1 June. The
local gold reached the lowest
level of K1,216,500 (1 July) and
the highest level of K1,296,500
(27 July), according to the gold
traders.

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Domestic investment increases by K300 bln touching over K1,500 bln in 10 months

Local investments mostly go into industrial sector in ten months of current FY. PHOTO : PHOE KHWAR

By Nyein Nyein

Investments of Myanmar citi-
zens reached over K1,500 bil-
lion in ten months of this fi-
nancial year (FY), an increase
of about K300 billion compared
to that of the last FY, accord-
ing to the official statistics of
the Directorate of Investment
and Company Administration
(DICA).

From 1 October to 31 Julyin
2019-2020FY, about 113 local en-
terprises were given the green
light to make investments in
variegated sectors with an es-
timated capital of over K1,543.4
billion. In the same period of
last FY, the domestic investors
have pumped K1,260.4 billion

into 138 projects.

Although the number of
enterprises granted is 25 less
compared to that of the previ-
ous year, the volume of invest-
ments was larger compared to
that in the last year as the busi-
nesses with large capitals have
flowed into the country, accord-
ing to DICA. In ten months of
this FY, the domestic invest-
ments have flowed mostly into
the industrial sector, followed
by the real estate sector, ho-
tels and tourism sector, other
services sectors, agriculture,
mining, oil and gas, transport
and communications, construc-
tion, livestock and fisheries and
electricity sectors.

(Translated by Hay Mar)
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Searching for
innovative ways to
create safe jobs amidst
COVID-19 is a must

TH the resumption of work in the construction sec-
tor, we must ensure a safe and controlled restart of
work amidst COVID-19, as the Union Government
discloses its plan to invite private investment into the

real estate market.

When it comes to allowing business sectors to resume, as part of
efforts to turn the economic consequences into opportunities amidst
COVID-19, the construction sector has been the first to be granted
permission because it can ensure that work resumes smoothly and
safely, in accordance with health guidelines issued by the Ministry
of Health and Sports.

The construction sector would create many job opportunities
to informal workers who bear the brunt of the outbreak’s economic

impact.
) A housing project with
When 1L comes 5,072 apartments was launched
) on 171 acres in Dagon Myothit
to aHOWng (South)’s Model Agriculture
: Special Zone yesterday. Similar
bUSlﬂ@SS SECtOTS projects will be implemented
tore sume, as in Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay.

Hence, construction firms

paTt Of EﬁOfJ[S are required to make arrange-
t t h ments to reduce the risk of
O turn t € virus transmission between
; workers at different sites.

ECONOIMIC We must put the health
consequences safety measures in place first
. to help to ensure a safe and
HT[O controlled restart of work.
s When we prepare to resume
OppOrtUTﬂUes the construction sector, all
amidst COVID_19 stake holders must remain
_ " vigilant and aware of the global

the construction  covip-19 situation.
Countries, including My-
S@Ct@f haS anmar, that are already strug-

gling — with poverty, conflict,
and natural disasters —are not
out of the woods yet.

Those industries and
businesses which most of our
workers rely upon, including
daily-waged workers, are be-
ing impacted by the COVID-19
global pandemic. The economic consequences of this crisis are
colossal and immensely painful, bringing job losses and disruptions
at a moment that requires government intervention.

After we have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, our
people, especially low-income families living in cities are struggling
to feed their families.

We laud the housing projects as they will bring jobs to our work-
ers in the informal sector during COVID-19 crisis.

The construction sector is the most important sector in providing
jobs to workers in an environment safe from coronavirus infection. We
would like to encourage the all stake holders to continue to support
the housing construction industry which also plays an important
role in solving the squatter problem which is growing day by day.

Other remaining sectors are also advised to find new and in-
novative ways to help our people while protecting the health of the
public and the employees.

been the first
to be granted
DPermission ...

WH OCHIEF Tedros

Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said it would be in the
interest of richer nations to en-
sure that any vaccines eventually
produced to protect against the
new coronavirus were shared
globally.

“Vaccine nationalism is not
good, it will not help us,” he told
the Aspen Security Forum in the
United States, via video-link from
the WHO’s headquarters in Ge-
neva.

“For the world to recover
faster, it has to recover together,
because it’s a globalized world:
the economies are intertwined.
Part of the world or a few coun-
tries cannot be a safe haven and
recover.

WHO says ‘'vaccine nationalism’ cannot beat virus

The World Health Organization on Thursday warned against “vaccine nationalism,” saying vaccine-hogging richer countries would not be safe coronavirus havens
if poor nations remained exposed.

“The damage from COV-
ID-19 could be less when those
countries who... have the funding
commit to this.

“They are not giving charity
to others: they are doing it for
themselves, because when the
rest of the world recovers and
opens up, they also benefit.”

He said the existence of the
deadly respiratory disease any-
where put lives and livelihoods
at risk everywhere.

Race for the vaccine

The United Nations health
agency also said that multiple
different types of vaccines would
likely be needed to combat COV-
ID-19.

Twenty-six candidate vac-

The United Nations health agency said that multiple different types of
vaccines would likely be needed to combat COVID-19. PHOTO: AFP

cines are in various stages of be-
ing tested on humans, with six
having reached Phase 3 wider
levels of testing.

“Phase 3 doesn’t mean near-
ly there,” explained the WHO’s

emergencies director Michael
Ryan.

“Phase 3 means this is the
first time this vaccine has been
put into the general population,
into otherwise healthy individ-

uals, to see if the vaccine will
protect them against natural in-
fection.

“We’ve got a good range of
products across a number of dif-
ferent platforms, across anumber
of different countries,” he said of
the leading candidate vaccines,
which use different methods to
provide immunity.

However, “there’s no guaran-
tee that any of these six will give
us the answer -- and we probably
will need more than one vaccine
to do this job.”

‘Americas remain epicentre’

The novel coronavirus has
killed over 708,000 people and
infected more than 18.8 million
since the outbreak emerged in
China last December, according

to a tally from official sources
compiled by AFP.

“The Americas remain the
current epicentre of the virus and
have been particularly hit hard,”
said Tedros, with the United
States, Brazil and Mexico suffer-
ing the most deaths.

Asked about the virus raging
in the Americas, Ryan said no
country had always found all the
right answers, and a vast expan-
sion of the public health workforce
was required.

“We need to take a step back,
we need to look at the problem
again and we need to go at the
problem again,” he said.

“That requires strong, sus-
tained and trusted leadership.”

SOURCE: AFP

INFORMATIVE STUDY

What we know so far about COVID-19 and children

RESIDENT Donald
P’I‘rump has been censored

on Facebook and Twitter
after saying children are “almost
immune” from COVID-19. What
do the facts say?

We know for sure children are
less likely to fall seriously ill from
the coronavirus, and emerging
evidence suggests they’re less
likely to be infected too.

What’s less clear is how
much they spread the virus once
infected.

I “ldiana
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BIRICCHIND

Childrenrarely become seri-
ouslyill

Under-18s have accounted
forjust two percent of hospitalized
Covid-19 cases and less than 0.1%
of all deaths in the United States,
according to statistics from the
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC).

A total of 45 children died
from the coronavirus in the Unit-
ed States between Feb 1 and Aug
1 -- compared to 105 who died

e

from seasonal flu -- out of a total
of 13,000 children who died of all
of causes over the period.

When they do catch the virus,
children are far less likely than
adults to fall seriously ill.

An informative study of 2,143
confirmed or suspected cases of
coronavirus among children in
China found 94 per cent of cas-
es were asymptomatic, mild or
moderate.

Those children who do fall ill
often have underlying conditions.

Children wearing face masks play on their scooters while their parents watch during the coronavirus pandemic on
April 25,2020 in New York City. PHOTO: AFP

A study found all 10 pediatric pa-
tients who were hospitalized in
Chicago in March and April with
Covid-19 had either pre-existing
conditions or co-infections.

The bottom line here is that
children get sick and die from
Covid-19 far less often than adults
do, though that does not mean
they are immune.

Some limited research indi-
cates infants (under one) may be
at slightly higher risk than older
children.

It’s worth emphasizing that
given that children are more
prone to severe cases of flu, it
wasn’t obvious at the start of the
pandemic that children would be
less susceptible to Covid-19.

There is also a highly rare,
post-viral condition called Multi-
system Inflammatory Syndrome
in Children (MIS-C) which can de-
velop about a month after SARS-
CoV-2 infection and causes mul-
tiple organs to become painfully
inflamed.

As of July 15, the CDC had
reported 342 cases and six deaths
-- a death rate of under 2%. The
average age was eight-years-old,
and 70% of cases occurred among
either Hispanic or black children.

They seem less likely to con-
tract the virus

The next question is, are
children major drivers of viral
transmission? This breaks down

into two parts: 1) How easily do
they become infected? 2) How
much do they spread the virus
once they have it?

There have now been several
studies on the first part that do
indeed seem to suggest children,
especially younger children are
infected less often.

Icelandic researchers se-
lected just over 13,000 people for
viral screening, including some
850 children under 10. The overall
prevalence of the coronavirus was
0.8%, but no children under 10
were infected.

Similar surveys carried out
in Spain, Italy and Switzerland all
had similar results, finding chil-
dren accounted for a far smaller
proportion of infections compared
to adults.

That said, this remains an
area of ongoing study.

In the US, top infectious
diseases official Anthony Fauci
is leading a study into the ques-
tion of infection and transmis-
sion rates among children and
adults, with results expected by
December.

We don't know yet how con-
tagious children are

This is perhaps the most
pressing question as authorities
consider when and how to reopen
schools.

If children are major spread-

ers, then they could cause fresh
outbreaks within their homes and
communities -- and unfortunately
the evidence right now on this
point is mixed.

A study out of Chicago that
appeared last week found that
children under the age of five car-
ry between 10 to 100 times greater
levels of viral nucleic acid in their
noses compared to adults.

Since this genetic material
causes the virus to grow in labs,
the authors suggested that chil-
dren are probably important driv-
ers of transmission.

That hypothesis merits more
study but is not yet proven.

Another way of approaching
the problem is through the lens
of epidemiology -- that is, what
happened in real life? On the one
hand, spectacular clusters have
erupted -- for example at a sum-
mer camp in the US state of Geor-
gia where hundreds of unmasked
children who slept together in
large dorms were infected.

Israel, too has been a cau-
tionary tale, with outbreaks in
multiple schools that infected
hundreds of students, teachers
and relatives. Conversely, a large
study in South Korea showed that
children under the age of 10 in-
fect household contacts at much
lower rates than those above 10
and adults.

SOURCE: AFP

Diplomatic Relations Established
between the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar and the
Republic of Nicaragua

THE Republic of the Union of Myanmar and the Republic of
Nicaragua, desirous of establishing friendly ties and cooperation
guided by the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations and the norms of International Law in accordance
with the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and the
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, have established
diplomatic relations at the level of Ambassadors with effect
from 6 August 2020.

The Joint Communiqué on the Establishment of Diplo-
matic Relations was signed by Ambassador U Hau Do Suan,
Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar to the United Nations and Ambassador Mr Jaime
Hermida Castillo, Permanent Representative of the Republic
of Nicaragua to the United Nations in New York, on 6 August
2020 at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar to the United Nations.

The Republic of Nicaragua is the 124th country with which
Myanmar has established diplomatic relations.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Nay Pyi Taw
Dated, 7 August 2020

Flood Bulletin
(Issued at: 11:00 hrs M.S.T on 7-8-2020)

Flood condition of Ayeyawady River

According to the (10:30) hrs M.S.T observation today, the
water level of Ayeyarwady River at Seiktha has exceeded
by about (1) foot above its danger level. It may fall below its
danger level during the next (2) days.

According to the (10:30) hrs M.S.T observation today, the
water level of Ayeyarwady River at Hinthada has exceeded
by about (1) foot above its danger level. It may fall below its
danger level during the next (2) days.

According to the (10:30) hrs M.S.T observation today,
the water level of Ayeyarwady River at Zalun has exceeded
by about (1) foot above its danger level. It may fall below its
danger level during the next (3) days.

Flood condition of Ngawun River

According to the (10:30) hrs M.S.T observation today, the
water level of Ngawun River at Ngathaingchaung has
exceeded by about (%) foot above its danger level. It may
remain above its danger level during the next (2) days.
According to the (10:30) hrs M.S.T observation today,
the water level of Ngawun River at Thabaung has exceeded
by about (%4) foot above its danger level. It may continute to
rise from the present water level by about (4) inches during
the next (2) days and may remain above its danger level.

Advisory
It is especially advertised to the people who settle near the

river banks and low lying areas in Ngathaingchaung and
Thabaung to take precaution measure.

Trade Mark AQIS

Call thinthinmay, 09251022355,00974424848
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48 Myanmar returnees from China arrive in
Chinshwehaw border crossin

]

Local authorities are helping Myanmar returnees

back home. PHOTO: MNA

orn China at Chinshwehaw border crossing on their way

A total of 48 Myanmar nation-
als who returned from China
came back home through My-
anmar-China border in Chinsh-
wehaw on 7 August.

The group included 37 males
and 11 females — 17 from Man-
dalay, 19 from Sagaing, 2 from
Magway, 1 each from Kachin and
Mon States and 8 from northern
Shan State. The Work Committee
on Prevention, Control and Treat-
ment of COVID-19 in Chinshwe-
haw sent the returnees to their
respective regions and states by
arranging vehicles.

A total of 14,238 returnees
have been sent back to their re-
spective places via this route to
date—Zin Zin IPRD) (Translat-
ed by Khine Thazin Han)

Myanmar citizens stranded abroad arrive back home by relief flight

MYANMAR brought back a to-
tal of 174 citizens from UAE,
Bahrain, Gulf nations and oth-
er foreign countries by a relief
flight yesterday.

The returnees included 13
military personnel from My-
anmar’s Military Embassy in
Pakistan while 2 citizens are
from Bahrain, 109 from UAE,

8 from Kuwait, 10 from Egypt,
5 from Turkey, 2 from Cyprus,
1 from Panama, 9 from Mal-
dives, 4 each from Brazil and
South Africa, two each from
Italy and Iran, one each from
Switzerland, Yugoslavia and
Germany.

The Ministry of Labour, Im-
migration and Population, the

Ministry of Health and Sports,
and local officials helped the
returnees for health inspec-
tions and arranged for 21-day
quarantine.

To bring back the Myanmar
citizens who are stranded in
foreign countries by relief flight
and chartered flight in accord-
ance with the instructions of

National-Level Central Com-
mittee on Coronavirus Disease
2019 (COVID-19), the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs cooperated
with the relevant ministries
and Myanmar embassies from
respective countries.—MNA

(Translated by Khine
Thazin Han)

DHEF Kills 5, infects 383 in Yangon Region as of 11 July

FIVE people died, and 383 oth-
ers were infected by Dengue
Haemorrhagic Fever (DHF) in
Yangon region over six months
of 2020, according to the official
figure released by the Ministry
of Health and Sports.

DHF is highly reported
especially in Htantabin, Dagon
Myothit (South), Shwepyitha,
Taikkyi and Dala townships in
Yangon Region.

From January to 11 July,
Yangon region saw 39 infect-

ed patients with two deaths in
Htantabin, 29 patients in Da-
gon Myothit (South), 17 patients
with one death in Shwepyitha,
15 patients with one death in
Taikkyi and 15 patients in Dala
townships.

In five months of 2020,
Yangon, Mandalay, Sagaing
and Magway regions and Mon
State are the most affected ar-
eas of DHF in the country. From
1 January to 30 May, a total of
1,480 DHF infection cases were

recorded across the country,
claiming 11 deaths.

Yangon region saw 24 DHF
cases in Dagon Myothit (South),
16 cases each in Htantabin and
Shwepyitha, 15 cases in Hline-
thaya, 14 cases in Dala, 11 cases
in Dagon Myothit (North) Town-
ships, 10 cases each in Thin-
gangyun and Insein, 8 cases in
Thanlyin and 7 cases in North
OKkkalapa as of 16 May.

The figures showed that
children aged between five and

nine are mostly infected by the
dengue virus. Dengue fever is
transmitted by the bite of the
Aedes mosquito and mostly oc-
curs in the rainy season from
June to August in the country.

People are warned to take
preventive measures against
DHF transmission which is
caused by lack of sanitation and
unhygienic water storage. —Zin
Yaw Aye

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Yangon-Mandalay road accidents Kkill 7, injure 71 in July

SEVEN died, and 71 others
were injured in 62 cases of road
accident on Yangon-Mandalay
highway in July, according to
Nay Pyi Taw highway traffic
police.

Regarding the highway
road accidents, a total of 62 cas-

way. Negligence of human is the
main cause of road accidents,
according to the highway traffic
police.

Out of 62 cases of the traf-
fic accident, reckless driving,
over-speeding, defective vehi-
cles, flat tires and inclement

for the traffic accidents in the
country.

A total of seven persons
were killed with 15 others in-
jured in January, five killed and
26 injured in February, nine
killed and 48 injured in March,
two Kkilled and 47 injured in

in May, six killed and 33 injured
in June, and seven killed and 71
injured in July.

In the first seven months of
2020, 320 traffic accidents were
reported on Yangon-Mandalay
highway, resulting in 57 deaths
and 543 injuries. —Aye Maung

es were reported on the high- weather were mainly blamed April, six killed and 33 injured (Translated by Hay Mar)
Trade Mark Ads U o it 09251022355
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Virus hastens newspapers’ slide into shaky digital future

THE coronavirus crisis has
weighed heavily on print news-
papers already battling for sur-
vival around the world, with the
number of copies sold tumbling
while less profitable digital read-
erships surge.

Simply delivering printed
papers to the shops -- or hav-
ing customers come in to buy
them -- has become a challenge,
worsening a years-long decline
in sales and advertising revenue.

“Consumption of printed
newspapers has fallen as lock-
downs undermine physical dis-
tribution, almost certainly accel-
erating the shift to an all-digital
future,” the Reuters Institute’s
2020 annual report said.

Major dailies in Brazil and
Mexico have already switched
to online-only or dropped some
days’ editions, while in the Phil-

Major British media brands could boast of 6.6 million new online readers in the first quarter in what their
industry association said was a new record. REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE. CREDIT: AFP PHOTO

ippines 10 of the 70 newspapers
in the PPI association have shut-
tered.

“Times are hard. There
are no advertisers and no-one

is reading us,” PPI executive
director Ariel Sebellino told AFP

The archipelago nation’s
small local newspapers were
hardest hit during lockdown as

street sales tumbled.

“The industry is under siege
and we’ve all taken bruises,” Se-
bellino said.

Far from affecting only

journalists, the disappearance
of print papers deals out pain all
up the production chain, taking
in printers, paper makers and
delivery people.

Major British media brands
could boast of 6.6 million new on-
line readers in the first quarterin
what their industry association
said was a new record.

But most have not seen the
same bounce in print sales.

The coronavirus has be-
come “the greatest threat to
the global news industry since
the 2008 economic crash” wrote
industry publication Press Ga-
zette -- which itself moved on-
line-only in 2013. Between 2005
and 2018, some 250 local papers
closed across Britain, while to-
day one in three journalists’ jobs
are believed to be under threat.
—AFPH

Lebanon’s leaders face rage, calls
for reform after blast

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s leader-
ship faced growing rage after a
massive explosion laid waste to
large parts of central Beirut, with
security forces firing tear gas at
demonstrations late Thursday
as international leaders called
for reform.

Shock has turned to anger

in a traumatized nation where
atleast 149 people died and more
than 5,000 were injured in Tues-
day’s colossal explosion of a huge
pile of ammonium nitrate that
had languished for years in a port
warehouse.

To many Lebanese, it was
tragic proof of the rot at the core

An injured Lebanese anti-government protester in the Gemayzeh
neighbourhood during the visit of French President Emmanuel
Macron. PHOTO: AFP

of their governing system, which
has failed to halt the deepest eco-
nomic crisis since the 1975-1990
civil war and has plunged millions
into poverty.

State media reported late
Thursday that security forces
fired tear gas in central Beirut
to disperse dozens of anti-govern-
ment demonstrators enraged by
the blast. Some in the small pro-
test were wounded, the National
News Agency reported.

Earlier, visiting French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron pledged
to lead international emergency
relief efforts and organize an aid
conference in the coming days,
promising that “Lebanon is not
alone”.But he also warned that
the country -- already in desper-
ate need of a multi-billion-dollar
bailout and hit by political turmoil
since October -- would “continue
to sink” unless it implements ur-
gent reforms.— AFP W

New York seeks to dissolve NRA over

financial mismanagement

NEWYORK — The state of New
York sued the National Rifle As-
sociation and its leader Wayne
LaPierre Thursday for financial
fraud and misconduct, aiming
to dissolve the powerful US con-
servative lobby.

State Attorney-General
Letitia James said LaPierre and

three other top NRA officials used
the dues and donations of mem-
bers for years as their “personal
piggy bank,” spending tens of mil-
lions of dollars on themselves and
cronies in violation of laws gov-
erning non-profit organizations.

The four “basically looted its
assets,” leaving the once wealthy

group that pumped millions into
Republican political campaigns
close to being insolvent, James
said.

In a statement, the NRA
accused James of filing the suit
“to score political points” with a
national election three months
away.— AFPH

Rising star shakes up Belarus
strongman’s re-election bid

MINSK — Belarus holds pres-
idential polls on Sunday with
a novice opposition candidate
posing the greatest challenge in
years to long-ruling strongman
Alexander Lukashenko.

The 65-year-old authori-
tarian leader has headed the
ex-Soviet country bordering
Russia since 1994 and Sunday’s
polls could hand him his sixth
term.

After appearing to guar-
antee himself a smooth path
to victory by detaining and
ejecting major opposition can-
didates, Lukashenko has been
blindsided by the rapid rise of
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, by far
the strongest of his four rivals
in voter surveys.

She has run an effective
and stylish campaign, with
open-air rallies attracting thou-

sands of Belarusians around
the country, chanting “change”
and “freedom” while waving lit-
up cellphones to a song about
breaking down prison walls.

The 37-year-old English
teacher and translator by pro-
fession who calls herself “an
ordinary woman, mother and
wife” stepped into the race at
great personal risk after the
detention of her husband, a pop-
ular opposition blogger, who
had hoped to stand himself.

Initially uncomfortable in
the spotlight, Tikhanovskaya
has attracted broad support
with her promise to free de-
tained opposition figures in-
cluding her husband.

She also says that if she
wins she will call fresh elections
that will include the entire op-
position.— AFP l

Tikhanovskaya stepped into the race at great personal risk after the
detention of her husband, who had hoped to stand himself. PHOTO:

AFP/FILE
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US central bank unvelils
alternative to Facebook’s Libra

Noting security concerns posed by Facebook’s digital currency Libra, the Federal Reserve
on Thursday revealed details of its own instant payments system. PHOTO: AFP

WASHINGTON — Noting
security concerns posed by
Facebook’s digital currency
Libra, the Federal Reserve
on Thursday revealed de-
tails of its own instant pay-
ments system.

FedNow will provide
households and business-
es with instant access to
payments, for wages, gov-
ernment benefits or sales,
without waiting days for
checks to clear, the Fed

said.

The system, which is
not due to launch for two
to three years, “will be de-
signed to maintain uninter-
rupted 24x7x365 processing
with security features to

support payment integrity
and data security,” the cen-
tral bank said.

Facebook’s announce-
ment last year of plans to
design the Libra crypto-
currency and payments
system raised immediate
red flags for global finance
officials who expressed a
barrage of withering crit-
icism about the security
and reliability of a private
network.

Facebook’s Libra pro-
ject has “raised other fun-
damental questions about
legal and regulatory safe-
guards, financial stability,
and the appropriate role of
private money,” Fed Gover-
nor Lael Brainard saidin a
speech Thursday.

But the United States
central bank already has
experience providing re-
liable clearing of private
payments. —AFP W

Trump order targets Chinese internet giants TikTok, WeChat

WASHINGTON — US
President Donald Trump
has announced sweeping
restrictions against Chi-
nese-owned social media
giants TikTok and WeChat,
his latest explosive move
aimed at countering Chi-
na’s rising global power.

Trump on Thursday
signed executive orders
giving Americans 45 days
to stop doing business with
the Chinese platforms, ef-
fectively setting a deadline
for a potential pressured
sale of viral video sensa-
tion TikTok to Microsoft.

The president cited
national security con-
cerns for the moves, which
also threw into doubt the
American operations of
WeChat’s parent firm,
Tencent, an uber-powerful
player in the video gam-
ing industry and one of the

world’s richest companies.

Trump has taken an
increasingly heavy ham-
mer to US relations with
China, challenging it on
trade, military and eco-
nomic fronts, and Thurs-
day’s effort provoked more
outrage in Beijing—AFPE

China-EU GI agreement
a milestone for bilateral
economigc, trade

cooperation

BEIJING — The Eu-
ropean Council recently
adopted a decision to au-
thorize the signing of an
agreement between the
European Union (EU) and
China on geographical in-
dications (GIs).

Itis China’s first com-
prehensive, high-level bi-
lateral agreement on GIs,
and the first major trade
agreement between Chi-
na and the EU in recent
years, which marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the
deepening of China-EU
economic and trade coop-
eration. The agreement
will protect each side’s
100 GIs, prevent counter-
feiting of GIs, and enable

consumers on both sides
tobuy authentic high-qual-
ity products.

Four years after com-
ing into force, the agree-
ment will cover an addi-
tional 175 GI names from
both sides.

According to the Chi-
na Chamber of Commerce
to the EU, Chinese GIs
have the right to use the
official certification mark
of the EU, which will help
them gain recognition
among local consumers,
facilitating the export of
Chinese products to the
EU, and promoting bi-
lateral trade of agricul-
tural products and food.
—Xinhua B

big

Farmers harvest jasmine flowers in a field in Liufeng

&P PRI Akt 8

village of Hengxian county, south China’'s Guangxi
Zhuang autonomous region, Aug 23, 2014. Hengxian is
one of the main producing areas of jasmine flowers in
China, yielding some 80,000 tonnes of fresh jasmine
flowers per year and producing 60,000 tonnes of jasmine
teaannually. [PHOTO/XINHUA]

Japan’s key economic index rises in June for 1% time in 5 months

TOKYO — A key index
reflecting the current state
of the Japanese economy
rose in June for the first

time in five months, as the
end of a national state of
emergency over the nov-
el coronavirus pandemic

paved the way for a gradu-
al resumption of commer-
cial activity, official data
showed Friday.

The Cabinet Office’s
preliminary data for the
coincident index of busi-
ness conditions in the re-

porting month increased
3.5 points from May to
76.4 against the 2015 base
of 100, registering the

sharpest rise since com-
parable figures became
available in January 1985.
— Kyodom

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V HAN XIN

M.V BLPL TRUST VOY. NO. (2015W)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V BLPL
TRUST VOY. NO. (2015W) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 8-8-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of AIPT where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S BLPL SHIPPING LINE

M.V ISEACO WISDOM VOY. NO. (1124 S/N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO
WISDOM VOY. NO. (1124 S/N) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 2-8-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA LINES

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V HAN XIN VOY.
NO. (2005) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 8-8-2020 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of MITT-3 where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301928
Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority
Agent For:

M/S INFINITE PROSPERITY SHIPPING PTE LTD
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Takeda to supply Novavax’s coronavirus vaccine candidate in Japan

Researchers work at a Takeda Pharmaceutical 1ab in Fujisawa, near Tokyo. (PHOTO
COURTESY OF TAKEDA)

TOKYO — Takeda Phar-
maceutical Co. said Friday
it will produce and sell in
Japan a COVID-19vaccine
being developed by U.S. bi-
otechnology firm Novavax
Inc.

Novavax, which is
carrying out clinical trials
for the vaccine candidate,
NVX-CoV2373, will licence
and transfer manufactur-
ing technologies to Take-
da, the two companies
said.

Takeda, which will
receive funding from Ja-
pan’s health ministry, an-
ticipates the capacity to

produce over 250 million
doses of the vaccine a year.

It will secure regula-
tory approval in Japan to
supply the vaccine.

“Nothing is more im-
portant right now than pro-
tecting the world against
COVID-19. We are excit-
ed to collaborate with No-
vavax to bring their prom-
ising vaccine candidate to
Japan,” Rajeev Venkayya,
president of Takeda’s glob-
al vaccine business unit,
said in a statement.

The announcement
came as Japan is strug-
gling to stem a resurgence

in coronavirus cases af-
ter it appeared to have
brought it under control
this spring without lock-
downs.

NVX-CoV2373is avac-
cine candidate engineered
from the genetic sequence
of the virus that causes
COVID-19, a respiratory
disease.

Novavax said it has re-
ceived funding from the
U.S. government to devel-
op an effective COVID-19
vaccine and aims to deliver
100 million doses of NVX-
CoV2373 from as early as
late 2020.—Kyodo H

Vietnam’s fruit, vegetable
exports down in 7 months

HANOI — Vietnam
earned nearly 2 billion
U.S. dollars from export-
ing fruits and vegetables
in the first seven months
of this year, posting a year-
on-year decline of 12.3
per cent, according to the
Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development
on Friday.

Major export markets
of Vietnamese fruits and

vegetables included China,
South Korea, the United
States and Thailand.

Vietnam is striving to
gain 5 billion U.S. dollars
from selling fruits and veg-
gies offshore this year; said
the ministry.

In the seven-month
period, Vietnam spent 708
million U.S. dollars import-
ing fruits and vegetables,
down 37.7 per cent against

the same period last year,
with China and the United
States among the largest
suppliers, according to the
ministry.

Vietnam reaped a to-
tal of 3.8 billion U.S. dollars
from exporting vegetables
and fruits in 2019, down
1.1 per cent year-on-year,
according to the country’s
General Statistics Office.
—Xinhua

Sr Trade Name
1. Max Dot 25WP
2. AGRIMIL 63.5MZ

Transferring Distributor for Registered Products

Distribution of following pesticides registered by Asiatic Agricultural Industries Pte
Ltd (Singapore) is transferring from Farm Link Co., Ltd to Y Agro Solution Co.,
Ltd. Any objection regarding to this transfer can notify at Co Secretary, Myanmar
Pesticide Registration Board, West Gyogone, Insein Township within two weeks.

Active Ingredient Type of Reg Reg No
Metalaxyl 25%WP Full F 2017-1359
Metalaxyl 75gm/kg+ Full F 2009 - 683
Mancozeb 560mg/kg

Asiatic Agricultural Industries Pte Ltd (Myanmar Branch). Room 209, Rangoun
Business Center, No.97. West Shwe Gon Daing Road. Tele: 09-5145328

Sr Trade Name

1. NOVEL 50WP

2. STUNT 250SC

3. ULITMATE 10SC
4.  VITASUL 80WDG
5. VITATAP SP

Transferring Distributor for Registered Products

Distribution of following pesticides registered by Asiatic Agricultural Industries Pte Ltd
(Singapore) is transferring from Asiatic Agricultural Industries Pte Ltd (Myanmar Branch) to
Y Agro Soluation Co., Ltd. Any objection regarding to this transfer can notify at Co Secretary,
Myanmar Pesticide Registration Board, West Gyogone, Insein Township within two weeks.

Active Ingredient

Iprodione 500g/kg WP
Buprofezin 250g/1 SC

Alpha Cypermethrin 100g/1 SC
Sulfur 80% WDG

Cartap 500g/Kg SP

Asiatic Agricultural Industries Pte Ltd (Myanmar Branch). Room 209, Rangoun Business
Center, No.97. West Shwe Gon Daing Road. Tele : 09-5145328

Type of Reg Reg No
Prov 2014 - 2166
Prov P 2018 -4391
Prov P 2018 - 4462
Prov P 2019 - 4528
Prov 2016 - 2332

Chinese WeChat users fear
being cut off from US friends

A US ban on the WeChat
messaging platform could
cut lines of communication
between friends in China
and America and force
people to switch to a re-
placement, social media
users said on Friday.

US President Donald

£ Tencent Cloud

Assisting
WeGChat Pay

Trump has announced
sweeping restrictions
against Chinese-owned
WeChat and TikTok, sign-
ing executive orders giv-
ing Americans 45 days to
stop doing business with
the platforms.

Trump cited national

WeChat is a messaging, social media and online payment
platform all in one app. PHOTO: AFP/FILE

security concerns, which
also threw into doubt the
US operations of WeChat’s
parent firm, Tencent.

WeChat is a messag-
ing, social media, and elec-
tronic payment platform
and is reported to have
more than a billion users.

It is not widely used
in the US, but in China it
is difficult to do without
it as the platform is used
by nearly all businesses
instead of email.

“People might lose
their means of communi-
cation,” Lu Yifan, a Chi-
nese graduate who used to
study in the US, told AFP.

“I think the biggest
impact... would be basi-
cally losing contact with
people in China—AFP B

Oil leaked from Japanese bulk carrier
grounded on reef off Mauritius

TOKYO — A Japa-
nese-owned bulk carrier
stranded on a reef off the
coast of Mauritius in the
Indian Ocean since last
month has started leaking
oil, the cargo vessel’s owner
said Friday.

The Panama-flagged
tanker Wakashio was found
to have run aground on the
reef on the night of July 25,
according to the Mauritius
government. The vessel be-
longs to Nagashiki Shipping
Co. and was operated by
transport company Mitsui

0.S.K. Lines Ltd., said a
spokesperson of the ship
owner in Okayama Prefec-
ture.

The grounding oc-
curred near Pointe d’Esny,
an area designated as a
wetland of international im-
portance under the Ramsar
Convention, which is close
to Blue Bay Marine Park,
another Ramsar site.

Mauritius’ environ-
ment ministry said in a
statement Thursday that
itis facing an “environmen-
tal crisis situation” and has

barred access to beaches
and lagoons on its south-
east coast, according to
local media reports.

“In order to reduce the
impact on the environment,
we have put up a fence and
commenced recovering the
oil,” the spokesperson of
Nagashiki Shipping said.
The vessel was carrying
around 200 tonnes of diesel
and 3,800 tonnes of bunker
fuel, according to the local
reports, but it is unknown
how much has leaked.
—Kyodo ™
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Key Challenges
for Myanmar on
Safeguarding
Intangible

Cultural Heritage

(Mar Lar Aung - Culture)

“The cultural heritage of a nation or region is not solely com-
posed of monuments and museum collections, but also of living
intangible expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed

on to our descendants..?? -~ UNESCO

I N of the Intangible Cultural Heritage at the National
Level in Chapter 3, there is a list of domains under

the Convention.

In order to do so, it is necessary to have a proper Inventory
Form for Myanmar. Firstly, the Ministry of Religious Affairs and
Culture has published the 3 Cultural Heritage Handbooks (Yellow,
Green and Red) since 2016.

Next, the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture in cooper-
ation with UNESCO Office (Yangon), related ministries, national
ethnic and cultural groups and interested people in the country
to attend the national-level seminars on the basis of the UNES-
CO’s Directive Survey. It was successfully conducted at Mingalar
Thiri Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw from 17.3.2016 to 18.3.2016. As a result,
the comprehensive Myanmar cultural Inventory Form has been
developed. It has benefited for the better understanding and
implementation of safeguarding cultural heritage and increasing
the awareness of the value and sustainability of cultural heritage.

The Inventory Form is used to conduct the survey in the Re-
gions and States to nominate the 2,289 elements in the following
five domains:

(CONTINUED FROM 1-8-2020)

accordance with the Convention on Safeguarding

No Domains Number
1 Oral Traditional Expressions, including

Language as vehicles for Intangible Cultural Heritage 104

2 Performing Arts 506
3 Social Practices, Rituals and Festive events 651
4 Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the
universe 199
5 Traditional Craftsmanship 829
Total 2,289

(Source: Myanmar Intangible Cultural Heritage Secretariat
Office)
Actions for Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Safeguarding the Intangible Cultural Heritage in Myanmar;
the following efforts are being made to support the development
and promotion activities:

a. Committee formation

Developing Policies
Publication of Booklets on Manuals for ICH (bilingual)
Field Trips/ Surveys for Inventory
capacity building of Staff

oan T

Commiittee formation

The safeguarding of cultural heritage is being carried out
being led by the Ministry of Religious Affairs and Culture to-
gether with cultural practitioners, civil societies, NGOs and local
communities in Myanmar. The Myanmar Intangible Cultural

&
3

Buddhist nuns line up as they receive donation from the local people in Hopong. HOTO: KHUN
ARKAR TUN (KYAUK TA LONE)

Heritage Promotion Commit-
tee is formed by Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Culture
including Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, Ministry of Information,
Ministry of Education, Ministry
of Health and Sports, Union At-
torney-General’s Office, State
and Region government, expert
teams of history and Myanmar
language on February 10, 2015.

In addition, the Myanmar
Intangible Cultural Heritage
Promotion Committee was or-
ganized by the Ministry of Eth-
nic Affairs on March 26, 2019.

The Myanmar Intangible
cultural Heritage Promotion
Committee was held its first
meeting on December 29, 2017,
the second meeting on July 30,
2018 and the third meeting on
January 21, 2020. The Commit-
tee has been able to nominate
the Intangible Cultural Herit-
age element, Thanaka, for the
UNESCO registration. In addi-
tion, drafting laws on the safe-
guarding of Intangible Cultural
Heritage is undertaken.

The education Communi-
ties, ICH communities, and the
cultural organizations are re-
sponsible for raising awareness
and capacity building to safe-
guard and promote the cultural
heritage of Myanmar which is
diverse and well rooted in rich

quantity. The interested indi-
viduals and groups in Myanmar,
with the intention to carry out a
list of national cultural heritage
elements in the states and re-
gion, have been trained by the
Department of Archeology and
the National Museum. Through
these trainings, the local com-
munities are now able to active-
ly participate in the collection
of national cultural heritage in
the states and regions.

The Article 16, 17 and 18 of
the Safeguarding of Cultural
Heritage at the international
level which are mentioned in
Chapter 4 of the Convention,
the Representative List, Urgent
Safeguarding List and Register
of Safeguarding Practices List
are defined.

The expert consultation
workshop on Myanmar Thanaka
was held on January 20, 2020, at
the National Museum (Nay Pyi
Taw), organized by the Ministry
of Ministry of Religious Affairs
and Culture for a list of repre-
sentative. The workshop was
attended by the Myanmar Trade
Promotion Board of the Minis-
try of Commerce, Department
of Intellectual Property of the
Ministry of Education, Teachers
from Departments of History
and Myanmar from universi-
ties in the regions and states,

Cultural heritage experts in
states and regions, Depart-
ment of Traditional Medicine
at the Ministry of Health and
Sports, representatives from
Myanmar Thanaka Association
and Myanmar Thanaka Export-
ers Association. The workshop
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gathered a wealth of informa-
tion that could be put into the
list of cultures represented by
the Myanmar Thanaka culture.
Therefore, the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs and Culture; The
Department of Archeology and
National Museum has submit-

ted Myanmar Thanaka Culture
to the UNESCO Heritage Rep-
resentative List of the Intangi-
ble Cultural Heritage of Living
Heritage Entity, Culture Sector
on March 30, 2020.

According to the Inter-
national Cooperation and As-

A vendor sells Thanaka in Bagan. PHOTO: YE HTUT TIN(NLM)

sistance in Chapter 5 of the
Convention, with the support
of Norway Government, to en-
hance the capacity of staff at
Ministry of Religious Affairs
and Culture to work in rela-
tion to cultural heritage, the
training workshops were held
in Nay Pyi Taw, from 25-11-2013
t026.11/2013 , in Mandalay, from
19.5.2014 to 24.5.2014, in Shan
State Inlay area from 27.10.2014
to 3.11.2014 and in Taunggyi
from 14.9-2015 to 19.9-2015. As
aresult of these workshops, the
support of the national staff has
been a great help in the imple-
mentation of safeguarding the
intangible culture.

In respect of the contribu-
tion of the Cultural Heritage
Fund, Chapter 6, the final part
of the Convention, the contri-
butions are made annually to
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
and population ratio. Myanmar
has an annual heritage payment
of around US $ 300 to UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage
programmes.

As a result, while the gov-
ernment is taking the leading
role to safeguard the intangible
cultural heritage in line with the
international policies and prac-
tices, all stakeholders, having
confidence, are urged to give
hand in hand with the govern-
ment to the sustainability of
Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Myanmar.

Challenges

Ultimately, it is crucial
that Myanmar has put forth a
National ICH Inventory in ac-

cordance with the UNESCO
convention. As recommended
within the convention, future
goals should encompass the
adoption of a general policy
aimed at promoting the func-
tion of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage in society as well as
incorporating the safeguarding
of such heritage into strategic
programmes and projects. In
order to execute such initia-
tives, a competent body needs
to be established to help safe-
guard the intangible cultural
heritage present in Myanmar.

Furthermore, adequate
research needs to be carried
out to determine ICH elements
in danger of disappearing and
which methods can be used to
curb this issue. The focal Min-
istry of Religious Affairs and
Culture is therefore strongly
encouraged to adopt appropri-
ate legal, technical, adminis-
trative, and financial measures
aimed at facilitating the estab-
lishment and strengthening of
institutions which engage in
ICH training, management,
documentation, and transmis-
sion.

Access to ICH must also
be ensured as the Convention
reminds us that communities
must identify with the ICH and
the inventories on which they
are based. Education, aware-
ness raising, and capacity build-
ing are essential tools required
to teach, engage, and learn from
communities, groups, and indi-
viduals involved with ICH ac-
tivities and transmission. We
must gain their participation
in all processes while tapping
into UNESCO. UNESCO offers
cooperation and international
assistance; therefore, Myanmar
has a plethora of opportunities
for funding, knowledge and best
practices.

* Safeguarding ICH: ensuring
its viability (continued en-
actment and transmission)
within communities/groups

¢ Awareness raising

* Sharing and celebrating

 Dialogue, respect for cultural
diversity

¢ International cooperation
and assistance

In this context, the 2003
UNESCO Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage offers an
important and ongoing space
for dialogue, ideas and cooper-
ation. It proposes an empow-
ering platform where all com-
munities and their wisdom are
on an equal footing with other
developmental approaches. The
Convention’s consideration for
existing international human

rights instruments and sustain-
able development lend further
strength to the framework.

Integrating intangible cul-
tural heritage into present-day
debate, policies, programmes
and strategies surrounding sus-
tainable development is now
a matter of urgency. In this
regard, the future discussion
and action with four specific
dimensions are to be focused:
(i) inclusive social develop-

ment;

(i) inclusive economic devel-
opment;

environmental sustaina-
bility;

Peace and security.
Each of these dimensions
can be viewed from the per-
spective of intangible cultural
heritage — as is shown in the
narrated cases of the exhibition.
It includes cases like, the ex-
citement of the Frevo carnival
in Brazil’s Pernambuco State,
which demonstrates how the
diverse communities of Recife
can live together in harmony
and how their shared intangible
heritage supports a cohesive
society.

The spirit behind the sur-
veys and field trips related to
ICH Inventory and Awareness
raising is that UNESCO’s belief
that culture should be consid-
ered a fundamental enabler of
sustainability, a source of mean-
ing and energy, a wellspring of
creativity and innovation, and a
resource to address challenges
and find appropriate solutions.

(iii)

(iv)

Recommendations

Itisrecommended in UNE-
SCO meetings that the integra-
tion of safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage into cultural
policies and training sessions
on policy development in the
context of broader capaci-
ty-building projects as well as
in emergencies and post —dis-
aster contexts. The activities
of ICH awareness and promo-
tion call for the involvement
of stakeholders(government,
civil society, communities) in
the process of developing pol-
icies and initiatives related to
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and Post Covid 19 New
Normal activities. The national
level focal ministry like Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Culture
has to strengthen tools for effec-
tive plan of action to improve ef-
fectiveness of its policy support.
This will include the revision
guidance note for facilitators
and related ministries who get
involved.
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MFF discusses preparations

- = for Myanmar National League

Football authorities focus on Myanmar National League’s preparations
at the coordination meeting in Yangon on 6 August. PHOTO:MNL

FOOTBALL authorities from
Myanmar Football Federation
held a coordination meeting at
the headquarters of the MFF
on 6 August to focus on special
preparations for Myanmar Na-
tional League with Standard Op-
erating Procedure, according to
the MFFE.

MFF General Secretary U
Ko Ko Thein, Myanmar National
League CEO U Soe Moe Kyaw,
and officials from MFF and MNL
attended the meeting.

During the meeting, foot-
ball authorities discuss football
matters concerned with Myan-
mar National League matches
holding by obeying the strict
Standard Operating Procedure
set up by the Ministry of Health
and Sports.

Officials also focused on re-
starting the Myanmar National
League matches on 22 August
2020 if government gives permis-
sion to hold the matches within a
couple of weeks, arrangements

for the MNL football players to
stay in the Team Camp to se-
cure Camp Quarantine so as
to prevent from the pandemic
infections, to release detailed
fixtures of the MNL matches to
football fans when the govern-
ment’s permission is received
and to conduct swab tests for
all the MNL players in line with
the guidelines by the Ministry of
Health and Sports, according to
the Myanmar Football Federa-
tion.—Lynn Thit (Tgi)

Woods off to
solid start at
PGA thanks
to putting
change

SAN FRANCISCO — Tiger
Woods took a page out of the
Champions Tour playbook on
Thursday (Aug 6) to shoot a
solid two-under 68 in the first
round of the PGA Champion-
ship.

The 44-year-old Woods, who
has battled back problems for
several years, switched to a
longer putter for the first ma-
jor championship of the season
and says he it makes him feels
more comfortable over the ball.

“I've been messing around
with this putter for the better
part of over a year. It’s difficult
for me to bend over at times,”
Woods said.

“Before, it wasn’t unusual
for me to spend four, five, six
hours putting, per day. I certain-
ly can’t log that with my back
being fused.

“Most of the guys on the
Champions Tour have gone to
longer putters as they have got-
ten older, because it’s easier to
bend over, or not bend over.”

While the reigning Masters
champion is certainly not ready
for the PGA’s 50-and-over tour,
the 15-time major champion
- a four-time PGA Champion-
ship winner - is not getting any
younger, which means he has
to be willing to adapt his game.

The first indication that the
putter was going spark Woods
on Thursday was a 32-foot birdie
putt on his fourth hole of the
day, the 13th, that got him to
two-under par—AFP B

Sevilla and Leverkusen sweep into Europa League quarter-finals

PARIS — Sevilla cruised
past Roma 2-0 in a one-off Eu-
ropa League round of 16 tie on
Thursday while Bayer Leverk-
usen beat visiting Rangers 1-0
in a second-leg game to win 4-1
on aggregate and also make the
quarter-finals.

The two matches were
played 50 kilometres apart in the
Rhineland region of Germany,
which will also host the last three
rounds of the competition from
August 10-21.

Inboth games temperatures
were hovering around 33 degrees
Celsius at kick off.

Sevilla and Roma met in
Duisburg, a neutral venue, be-
cause the first leg in Sevilla on

March 12 was called off. competition this season, who is
The coronavirus pandemic in quarantine after testing -
cost each team a player. positive for COVID-19. The

Roma were deprived of on-
loan centre back Chris Smalling,
recalled by Manchester United
after the Serie A season ended
on August 1. Sevilla were with-
out Serbian midfielder Nemanja
Gudelj, an ever-present in the

Spaniards had the advan- ¢
tage of a 17-day break af-

ter the end of La Liga. Roma
played at Juventus in Serie A
on Saturday. The Spaniards dom-
inated and took the lead after 22
minutes. Captain and right back

Jesus
Navas
switched play
with a cross-field
pass to left back r
Sergio Reguilon
that caught
Roma flat-footed.
Reguilon surged 7
past two defenders and into
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Up for the cup: Sevilla's
Sergio Reguilon

- celebrates his goal
against Roma. PHOTO:
POOL/AFP

the box before sliding
a low shot past Spanish
N goalkeeper Pau Lopez’s
foot. Roma did not create
a dangerous chance un-
til the 34th minute when
' Nicolo Zaniolo pounced
on a loose ball but fired
over. —AFP H

NSW offers to host coronavirus-threatened Australian Open

' /44 2
America’s Sofia Kenin won the women's Australian Open title in
January. PHOTO: SAEED KHAN AFP

SYDNEY — New South Wales
offered to host the Australian
Open tennis Grand Slam and
other major sports events in Syd-
ney Friday as Melbourne battles
a surge in coronavirus cases.

The state’s deputy premier
John Barilaro said he had writ-
ten to sports bodies and officials
in neighbouring Victoria, whose
capital is Melbourne, suggesting
they could help out.

Australia’s world number 40
Nick Kyrgios has already voiced
concern about the Australian
Open, scheduled for January.
The Melbourne Cup horse race

is due to take place in November
and the city usually hosts the
AFL grand final, another annual
highlight.

“Some of these events down
in Victoria are national events,”
Barilaro told commercial radio
2GB.

“It’s important for the econ-
omy, important for the Australian
psyche when it comes to sport.”

“Absolutely we should be
able to work with Victorians to
find ways to make sure these
all happen, these events are far
too important in this crisis to not
have,” he added—AFP H
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