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STATE COUNSELLOR and Chairperson of the 
Central Committee for Development of Border 

Areas and National Races Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 
departed for Mawlamyine, Mon State, by special 
flight from Nay Pyi Taw yesterday morning.

She was accompanied by Union Ministers 
Lt-Gen Soe Htut, Lt-Gen Ye Aung, Thura U Aung 
Ko, Dr Aung Thu, U Ohn Win, and Dr Myint Htwe, 
Deputy Minister U Hla Maw Oo, Chief of Myan-
mar Police Force Police Lt-Gen Aung Win Oo and 
other officials.

The State Counsellor and entourage were 
welcomed at Mawlamyine Airport by Union Min-
ister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement 
Dr Win Myat Aye, Kayin State Chief Minister Daw 
Nan Khin Htwe Myint, Mon State Chief Minister Dr 
Aye Zan, state ministers, Hluttaw representatives, 
department officials and local residents.

The State Counsellor and entourage then 
departed by helicopter with the Kayin State Chief 
Minister to Kawkareik and were welcomed by 
Kayin State Chief Justice U Saw San Lin, state 
ministers, officials, and local residents.

The State Counsellor then met with residents 
of the various townships in Kawkareik District at 
the Kayin New Year grounds, where she first de-
livered a speech: “We are delighted to hold a public 
meeting with local people in Kawkareik District, 
and thanks for the warm welcome.

The main objective for this public meeting is 
just for sharing. That means to share all the good 
and the bad of the country, as well as the cause and 
effect. To share the blessings of good fortune. To 
bear the sufferings of ill fortune together. We will be 
together in weal and woe. This is the responsibility 
and rights of citizens.

State Counsellor meets 
locals in Kawkareik, 
Kya-in-Seikkyi tsps

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meeting with local people in 
Kya-In-Seikkyi, Kayin State.  PHOTO: MNA 
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Amyotha Hluttaw

Pyithu Hluttaw

THE tenth-day meeting of the 
Second Amyotha Hluttaw’s 15th 

regular session was held yes-
terday.

In the Q&A session, Dr 
Pyae Phyo of Ayeyawady 
Region constituency 7 asked 
what measures have been tak-
en towards tax evasion since 
the ratification of the 2019-
2020 Union Tax Law and the 
amendment to the Myanmar 
Stamp Act.

Deputy Minister for Plan-
ning, Finance and Industry, U 
Maung Maung Win, said the 
amount of income tax collect-
ed, with the exception of undis-
closed income assessment, for 
the first three months of last 
year was K572.868 billion and 
the amount levied for the first 
three months of this year is 
K598.094 billion, marking an 
increase of K25.226 billion and 
by 4.403 per cent.

He said the reduction of 
tax on undisclosed income 

Amyotha Hluttaw discusses tax collection

assessment is mentioned in 
Section 25 (a) of the Union 
Tax Law and is collected as 
such. He said there has been 
an increase in the number of 
taxpayers and the amount of 
tax paid compared to previous 
years and that there has been 
no cases of tax evasion since 
the enactment of the law.

Af ter wards,  Amyotha 
Hluttaw Bill Committee mem-
ber Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye read 
the committee’s report on the 
National Library Bill sent back 
from the Pyithu Hluttaw with 
amendments.

Speaker Mahn Win Khaing 
Than gathered the deliberation 
of the Hluttaw and approved 

it. He then submitted the eth-
nic rights protection bylaw 
and court file copy bylaw sent 
by the Pyithu Hluttaw with 
amendments and sought the 
approval of the assembly.

Also in the Q&A session, 
U Ze Kaung of Kachin State 
constituency 3 asked whether 
the Singyaing-Gukan road in 
Waingmaw Township will be 
upgraded.

Deputy Minister for Bor-
der Affairs Maj-Gen Than Htut 
replied that his ministry has 
received the MP’s proposal 
for the upgrade and has in-
cluded it in the 2020-2021 FY 
budget proposal. He said they 
will follow procedures when it 
is approved.

Daw Htu May of Rakhine 
State constituency 11 asked 
whether the run-down high 
school building in Layhtaung, 
Yembye Township, will be re-
placed with a new one. Un-
ion Minister for Education Dr 

Myo Thein Gyi replied that the 
matter has been included in 
accordance with its priority 
ranking in the 2020-2021 FY 
construction capital fund.

U Kyaw Thaung of Sagaing 
Region constituency 1 asked 
whether a river pumping pro-
ject for the fields and Mu River 
near Kabo reservoir, Sagaing 
Region, will be implemented. 
Deputy Minister for Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irriga-
tion U Hla Kyaw replied that  
the matter has been includ-
ed in the Sagaing Region  
government’s capital fund 
proposal for 2020-2021 FY and 
will be implemented after ap-
proval.

The eleventh-day meeting 
of the Second Amyotha Hlut-
taw’s 15th regular session will 
be held on 6 March.—Aung Ye 
Thwin

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)

THE 15th regular session of 
second Pyithu Hluttaw held 
its 10th day meeting yesterday, 
with the MPs raising queries 
to the Union Supreme Court, 
the Ministry of Office of Union 
Government, the Ministry of 
Electricity and Energy.

MP U Bo Gyi from Chauk 
constituency asked about fill-
ing human resources and oth-
er resources, and the Union 
government’s plan to fulfill 
them.

Union Supreme Court 
Judge U Myo Tint replied that 
the allocated budgets for all 
courts were 0.131 per cent for  
Capital Expenditure and 0.106 
per cent for Revenue Expendi-
ture in 2018-2019 financial year, 
and 0.114 percent for  Capital 
Expenditure and 0.095 per cent 
Revenue Expenditure in 2019-
2020 financial year.

He added that the Un-
ion Supreme Court will use 
modern equipment and tech-
nologies to be able to reduce 
manpower depending on the 
availability of budget in respec-

Pyithu Hluttaw raises queries to ministries, approves 
recommendations for road safety bill

tive financial years.
MP  U Lar Mar Lay from 

Hsawlaw constituency asked 
about possible use of land plot 
owned by the General Admin-
istration Department (head-
quarters) for construction of 
building for Kachin State High 
Court.

 Union Supreme Court 
Judge U Myo Tint answered 
application of land permit for 
the building, and Deputy Min-

ister for the Office of the Union 
Government U Tin Myint will 
allow the use of land plot for 
the court building as a prop-
erty of GAD.

U Nay Soe Aung from 
Wuntho constituency asked 
about enlisting Kyaukpaset 
Village into the management of 
Ministry of Home Affairs. Dep-
uty Minister U Tin Myint rep-
resented the Sagaing Region 
government in answering that 

the plan was being coordinated 
with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation.

MP Dr Salai Riyan Vel 
from Falam constituency 
asked to change Wai Lu Wun 
camp in his constituency into 
the local name Valung village. 

Deputy Minister U Tin My-
int replied that the process is 
underway to change into the 
local name of village in ac-
cordance with the procedure 
of Falam Township General 
Administration Department.

MP U Aung Theik from 
Seikpyu constituency asked to 
establish two sub-stations with 
the capacity of 66/11 kVA and 
5 mVA each in Let Sal village 
and Nyaungnichaung village 
in his constituency.

Deputy Minister for Elec-
tricity and Energy U Khin 
Maung Win replied that the 
two sub-stations are estimated 
at the total cost of K6.6 billion, 
and will be implemented with 
Union budget of 2022-2023 fi-
nancial year. 

MP U Nay Myo Htet from 
Kyauktada constituency asked 
about reform plans for the Yan-
gon Electricity Supply Corpo-
ration, the Mandalay Electrici-
ty Supply Corporation  and the 
Electricity Supply Enterprise 
with foreign investments to 
ensure effective electricity 
supply, better service and 
prevention of power losses. 
MP Daw Nang Htwe Thu from 
Phasaung constituency asked 
about appointment of staff for 
the vacant positions at the 
electricity engineering office 
in her constituency.

Deputy Minister U Khin 
Maung Win answered the 
questions.

The Pyithu Hluttaw also 
approved recommendations 
on the Road Safety and Vehicle 
Management bill without any 
objections.

The date to convene 11th 

day of Pyithu Hluttaw will be 
confirmed on the appropriate 
day.—Aye Aye Thant (MNA)

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun Myat.  PHOTO: MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than.   
PHOTO: SOE WIN TUN
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FROM PAGE-1
While we enjoy the rights, we 

also need to carry responsibility. 
This is the objective of our public 
meetings across the country. We 
want to establish a government 
that allows people access to par-
ticipation and guarantees protec-
tion. To do so, regular contacts 
between the government and the 
public is required.

We want to hear the people’s 
voice and we also want the people 
to know our replies. Some regions 
of our country, like Kawkareik, 
are more important, I think. It 
does not mean to discriminate 
one region from other areas. 

Kayin State seriously suf-
fered the consequences of civil 
war for many years. However, 
the local people have realized the 
essence of peace after ceasefire, 
comparing with the situations 
while the area was ravaged by 
armed conflicts. It is very impor-
tant for our country.

We also need to develop the 
devastated sectors caused by 
the civil war. No success will be 
achieved without people’s par-
ticipation. 

I still remember the discus-
sions of Kayin youths during the 
first meeting with young people 
for peace. As they were around 
20-year old at that time, they 
could compare the situations 
before and after the ceasefire in 
the region. I asked them their 
feeling on the differences. They 
replied frankly and simply about 
better roads and transportation. 
I explained to them that the good 
transportation also resulted in 
other benefits such as education, 
economy and healthcare servic-
es. We had to work hard for better 
roads.

Similarly, there will be a 

State Counsellor meets locals in Kawkareik, Kya-in-Seikkyi tsps

large development gap in dif-
ferent areas depending on the 
access to electricity which is a 
fundamental necessity for daily 
life. Peace is very important for 
these fruitful results.

The Myanmar Sustainable 
Development plan has well recog-
nized that development cannot be 
distinguished from peace. All the 
national people in Kayin State are 
advised to maintain peace. Actu-
ally, peace begins from within us. 
In contrast, the lack of peace is 
also caused by individuals who 
do not want it. Everybody needs 
to have self-confidence in peace. 
So, I frequently advise all to have 
self-confidence to secure peace. 
We must have absolute belief 
to bring about peace. Our peo-
ple must have confidence that 
peace is the only tool to estab-

lish a peaceful state. Such belief 
must be implanted into the mind 
of young children. People need 
to have positive attitude, good 
intentions (cetana) and (metta) 
loving-kindness along their way 
to the intended destination. 

The government is also 
responsible for helping people 
build up confidence. One of the 
objectives of the government is 
to establish rule of law. It goes 
far beyond police and courts. The 
term for rule of law is wider than 
this scope. 

Rule of law must be capable 
of protecting people physically 
and mentally and while sleeping 
and in waking up without having 
any concerns about security in-
side the home, in public area, at 
work, in schools or in markets. 

Public participation is crucial 

for rule of law. No government 
could implement major plans 
without support of the people. 
An administration that neglects 
the role of the people is not a dem-
ocratic government. They will 
not maintain long term success. 

Therefore, people are very 
fundamental for the country. 
Their ability reflects the capac-
ity of the country. The value of 
the country depends on its peo-
ple. So, our government focuses 
on health and education of the 
younger generation to develop 
them into valuable citizens. They 
need both physical and mental 
wellbeing. Wisdom means the 
quality of the mind, and it cannot 
be measured by academic de-
grees. Instead, it is the capacity 
and ability to overcome difficul-
ties and challenges. That is why, 
I always recommend vocational 
education. The unemployment 
rate of graduates is increasing 
in developing and the most de-
veloped countries, while some 
graduates are unable to get jobs 
in the professions of their choice.

Therefore, the developing 
countries have gradually real-
ized the importance of vocational 
education. Our country can take 
lessons from others’ mistakes 
although we lag behind other 
countries in the education sec-
tor. That is why we are striving to 
develop both academic education 
and vocational education on an 
equal basis. We also invite public 
participation. We have found peo-
ple are requesting establishment 
of vocational education centres. 
They have understood the im-
portance of vocational education. 

We all know the bad effects 
of underdevelopment. But there 
are also good effects of under de-
velopment. I also invite questions 
from the people to make close re-
lations between the government 
and people in accordance with 
democratic practices.

We want to know concerns, 
problems and expectations of the 
people, and how we can solve 
these issues. 

Some audiences are so 
well-disciplined that they have 
enough capability to build a gen-
uine federal union. 

I also advise the people to 
raise questions with the interest 
of the whole community in mind 
instead of making personal at-
tacks.

Considering welfare of oth-
ers is as important as personal in-
terest in developing the country. 
This concept must be introduced 
to the young children by their 
parents even while they are living 
with their close relatives. 

Parents must serve as mod-
els for their children instead of 
giving just instructions. If the 
parents are leading in the wrong 
way, they could not give valuable 
advice to their children.

Our government is respon-
sible for giving clear and precise 
answers to the people’s ques-
tions.  The government officials 
need to explain when and how 
the requests of people could be 
fulfilled, and give reasons why 
some requests could not be ful-
filled. The government policies 
and rules must be explained in 
simple and concise terms.”

SEE PAGE-4

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meets with local people in Kawkareik Township, Kayin State yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meets with students from the training school for the development of 
national races in Kya-in-Seikkyi, Kayin State yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA
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State Counsellor meets locals in Kawkareik, Kya-in-Seikkyi tsps

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi poses for a documentary photo together with local people in 
Kawkareik yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is welcomed by local people in Kawkareik District, Kayin State yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

FROM PAGE-3

Following this, the State 
Counsellor, Union Minister Dr 
Myint Htwe, State Chief Minis-
ter Daw Nan Khin Htwe Myint, 
state ministers and officials re-
plied to questions from the local 
residents on matters that can be 
immediately addressed, those 
that require long-term solutions 
and those that require thorough 
reviews.

The questions were divided 
into two parts – those submitted 
in advance and those raised at 
the meeting by residents who 
drew lots. The questions includ-
ed inquires into upgrading roads, 
bridges and hospitals, electrifica-
tion, appointing sufficient medical 
staff, relinquishing confiscated 
lands, promoting Kayin literature 
and allotting land for Kawkareik 
Township’s interfaith group.

Next, the State Counsellor 
gave a short speech where she 
thanked everyone for their pre-
cise questions. She said the ques-
tions focused on three topics in 
particular – road infrastructure, 
electrification and land issues. 
She said after the Hluttaws have 
legislated laws, ownership issues 
have been cropping up all over 
the country. She said this was a 
dark legacy but people cannot 
separate the bad and only take 
the good from legacies.

She said there was no choice 
and asked for understanding from 
the public. She said all the citi-
zens are united and urged them 
to cultivate a spirit of working 
for their region and their coun-
try and to fulfill their duties and 
exercise their freedom of choice 
properly. She said the purpose 
of these meetings was to share 
her thoughts and feelings with 
the public.

The State Counsellor then 

took a documentary photo with 
the gathered residents.

From there, the State Coun-
sellor traveled by helicopter to 
Kya-in-Seikkyi and was welcomed 
by the State Auditor-General, 
state ministers, department offi-
cials, local residents, and the Kay-
in traditional Don Dance troupe.

She was also welcomed by 
local residents along the road to 
the town hall, where she held a 
public meeting with the residents.

State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi first delivered a 
speech, where she said:

Speech delivered by the State 
Counsellor at the mass gath-
ering in Kya-in-Seikkyi

We hold mass gatherings 
with the people because we want 
to hear the voice of the people, and 
we want our people to hear our 
views. The Prime Minister of the 

State Daw Nan Khin Htwe Myint 
informed me that the local people 
had some questions concerning 
the Constitution, and asked me if 
she should stop such questions. I 
said, No because the people have 
the right to raise questions and 
get informed. I asked her what 
the questions were, and she told 
me the questions had to do with 
the presence of 25% of the repre-
sentatives of the Tatmadaw in the 
Hluuttaw and Article 59 (f). Here 
is my answer to your questions. 
This is a matter which concerns 
each and every one of us. 

The Constitution is the con-
cern of all our people. Actually, no 
questions have ever been raised 
in the mass gatherings like this. 
I am glad to hear that the people 
show interest in the matters relat-
ed to the Constitution. Our people 
should always be alert to what’s 
going on in the country so that 

our country can make progress. 
As you all know, the Constitution 
embodies the basic principles and 
laws of a nation. It is this Consti-
tution that mainly dictates how 
a nation is going to be shaped.  
When our country regained inde-
pendence, it assumed the name, 
The Union of Burma. It was since 
then that our architects of inde-
pendence had well accepted the 
idea of the Union. It goes without 
saying that a nation in the form of 
a Union was dreamed of, and this 
idea had been much valued.  

Our country is a Union. I of-
ten remind you that we should 
always bear in mind that we as cit-
izens are the brothers and sisters 
of the Union because our country 
is built of a rich variety of nation-
al races. To make sure this sort 
of country gets politically stable, 
makes progress and enjoys peace, 
the spirit of the Union is of crucial 
importance. Only if we citizens 
are equipped with the spirit of 
the Union can the progress of our 
country really be consolidated. 

Union spirit means the spirit 
of unity. Unity or standing united 
doesn’t mean One Mind or stand-
ing under One Command. Unity 
or being in blood ties is based on 
the abilities of negotiating over 
different views or concepts. If you 
let your different concepts get you 
in aggressive mood or get you kill-
ing each other, our country would 
never enjoy peace and stability. 

The ability of negotiating 
over different views is a require-
ment of each and every member 
of the Union. This both young and 
old should realize and accept. So 
the Union spirit means negotiat-

ing over different attitudes. If you 
stick to the attitude that you must 
get hold of a hundred percent of 
what you want, our country would 
never be politically stable or make 
progress. For example, suppose 
in this hall, this ceremony would 
be a failure if every one of you 
should feel happy to take the seats 
only in the front row. So there is 
some kind of adjustments or give 
and take. We have children in the 
front rows because it has always 
been the custom of our mass 
gatherings.     

On some occasions, the chil-
dren want to be there. But when 
there is no more space, we usually 
get them to take seats over there. 
Some people might think they are 
kids, they have no interest, they 
do not understand. But I believe 
that the interest in politics should 
be cultivated in our children no 
matter that they are still young. 
That’s why I always encourage 
the participation of children in 
the mass gatherings.   

I really welcome you, people 
of Kyar In-Seik Gyi, to raise ques-
tions about the Constitution. I’ll 
share two points you want to find 
out. The first point is the presence 
of 25 % of the representatives of 
the Tatmadaw in the Hluttaw and 
the second point is Article 59 (f). 
Some of you may already know 
what we have been doing in the 
Hluttaw about the measures be-
ing taken to reform the Constitu-
tion. You may have made studies 
on this topic, or you may have 
read the newspapers carefully, 
and get informed about what is 
being said. 

SEE PAGE-5
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Be interested in what stage our 
country has reached, where we 
are heading to. Discuss among 

yourselves. Stand together to put 
into practice what you want to do, 

what you dream of.

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi chats with students from the training school for the development of 
national races in Kya-in-Seikkyi, Kayin State yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

FROM PAGE-4

Our government has been 
taking measures for the reforms 
of the Constitution because, to 
put it simply, when we entered 
the election, we made a pledge to 
the people that we would launch 
the reforms of the Constitution. 
We did not make that pledge 
off-handedly. Why do we want to 
bring about reforms to the Con-
stitution?  This question is more 
important. This our people should 
understand. I believe you have un-
derstood to some extent, because 
on our visit to the Kayin State, I 
was astonished to find that even 
the local children showed interest 
in the reforms of Article 59 (f).   

This showed how strongly 
the local people of the Kayin State 
have shown their interest in pol-
itics. We want to bring about the 
reforms of the Constitution, not 
because we have no ordinary 
objective, but because we want 
to build a genuine democratic, 
federal Union, purely because we 
want to include the points that 
would enable us to build a genuine 
democratic, federal Union.  

While we are taking meas-
ures for fulfilling this pledge, we 
do not forget the issue of national 
reconciliation. We have openly 
declared, since we founded the 
National League for Democracy, 
that we shall aim at achieving 
national reconciliation. By this, I 
mean getting reconciled between 
those who do not believe in de-
mocracy and those who really do 
because it was the 1988 democrat-
ic movements that had given birth 
to the National League for De-
mocracy.  We have since then held 
a strong belief in democracy. Why 
do we believe it? A simple answer: 
I suppose everyone knows what 
is democracy: democracy means 
the rule of the people. However, it 
is practically impossible that the 
people would govern the whole 
country so the governing body 
is formed of the elected repre-
sentatives under representative 

democracy.
Man is not perfect. Man has 

flaws and defects. So a system 
improvised by man has, of course, 
flaws and defects. Nothing can go 
smooth and perfect. But a world 
famous politician says democracy 
has flaws, it is the best of all the 
systems man has ever impro-
vised. This does not mean that 
this system is free from flaws. 
This I personally accept. Democ-
racy is not free from defects; it has 
its own shortcomings.    

However, it is the best politi-
cal system man has ever created. 
It is the best, because it is a sys-
tem that values and respects the 
people. In other words, the major-
ity are held in values and respect. 
To add essence to the democratic 
system, it represents the will of 
the majority while safeguarding 
the rights of the minority. To speak 
frankly, why do we want this sys-
tem? Because it rules the country 
with the exercise of the desire 
of the majority while protecting 
the rights of the minority. This, 
we assume, is the best system 

man has ever improvised on this 
earth, and that is why we support 
this system.    

Of course, there are people 
who do not support this system 
and those who really do. The for-
mer sticks to their belief that De-
mocracy is not born in this coun-
try, but it has been exported from 
another country. If you look at our 
country after the 1988 democratic 
revolution, there arose two forces: 
one believes in democracy and 
the other doesn’t. That was why I 
drew attention to the issue of na-
tional reconciliation, and I meant 
the reconciliation between those 
two forces engaged in tension. Of 
course, we all are the citizens of 
the same country.  

With the objective of build-
ing reconciliation between the 
offspring of the Union, we have 
held this as a policy of ours. Lat-
er, national reconciliation is also 
related to peace making process 
of ours. Concerning the reforms 
of the Constitution, when we had 
made a tour in organizing the peo-
ple in terms of reforming Article 
59 (f), I informed the people like 
this: if one of your family mem-
bers happens to hold a foreigner 
registration card, he or she has no 
chance to be the President or the 
Vice President. In a word, many 
have understood that this Article 
makes a particular reference to 
me. And I also realized a bit of the 
personal reference.   

In fact, we raise objection 
against the Article 59 (f), not out 
of personal grudge, but because 
of the policy of democracy. By this, 
every citizen must have the right 
for equality, the values of individ-

ual rights. We must respect that. 
We do not refer to the Constitu-
tion, but the law still in practice 
which states that a person reach-
ing over the age of eighteen years 
is a grown-up, who is supposed to 
take responsibility for his or her 
own fate. Parents must take re-
sponsibility of what a child below 
eighteen has done. But when he 
or she is already eighteen, par-
ents have no more responsibilities 
of such kind, and are not liable for 
punishment over a problem that 
their child has made. To put it sim-
ply, a law having juxtaposing the 
life of an adult and the life of the 
parents does not fit into the fun-
damental criteria. This does not 
fit into the fundamental principles 
of democracy, and we object. We 
object not because we assumed 
it was a personal attack to me.   

The second point you have 
raised is the presence of the 25 
% of the representatives of the 
Tatmadaw in the Hluttaw. In fact, 
we want to bring about reforms 
about this point not because it is 
something to do with the Tatmad-
aw. In a country really exercising 
the democracy, if the representa-
tive is not elected by the people, 
he has no right to exercise and 
exert influence on the Hluttaw or 
parliament because democracy 
is a system of government by the 
people. It is only the representa-
tives elected by the people who 
have the influence or power over 
the system ruled by the people. It 
does not mean there are no repre-
sentatives not elected by the peo-
ple.  But these non-elective mem-
bers have limited rights. Sadly 
enough, the present Constitution 

has no such limitations. That is 
why we want to bring about the 
reforms. We object, not because it 
is the Tatmadaw, but we will raise 
objection to any organization hav-
ing such privileges. Any organiza-
tion that believes in democracy 
should not take advantage of such 
opportunities that do not fit into 
the principles of democracy. This 
we shall object outright.  

In 2014, in the Hluttaw, while 
having tension at the Hluttaw con-
cerning the reforms of the Consti-
tution, we the National League for 
Democracy proposed a statement 
that this reform be made. We did 
not do so in a secretive manner. 
We let everyone get informed 
openly. It is a matter to be pre-
sented at the Hluttaw concerning 
the reforms of the Constitution in 
the present. 

I do not mind making a clari-
fication about this point. We draw 
attention to this point not because 
we want to show our aggressive 
attitude towards the Tatmadaw. 
We aim at bringing about the re-
forms with the concept that the 
Constitution must be reformed so 
as to fit into the framework of the 
genuine democratic, federal Un-
ion. We aim at the political stability 
and the national reconciliation 
and we will bring about the chang-
es step by step. In the present, we 
made a proposed statement about 
the phase by phase reduction of 
the 25 percent because the demo-
cratic politics must have flexibility.   

Yes, we must be flexible for 
the sake of the stability of the 
state, for the sake of peace for 
our people, for the sake of our in-
dependence and unity.  As long as 
we have the mindset that I must 
get what I claim for, that our force 
must get what we have claimed 
for, our country would never enjoy 
peace. Then we would not be able 
to make progress.  Then there 
goes the vicious circle of the lack 
of progress and the lack of peace. 
So I give credit to you, local people 
of Kyar-in-Seikkyi, for showing 
interest in the reforms of the Con-
stitution.  

Be interested in what stage 
our country has reached, where 
we are heading to. Discuss among 
yourselves. Stand together to put 
into practice what you want to do, 
what you dream of. Some people 
say, why not the government do 
this or do that? Please keep in 
mind that the people’s support 
is important for the success of 
the government’s tasks. Please 
do not underestimate yourself. 
Every one has his or her values. 
Keep this in mind. 

SEE PAGE-6
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THE Meteorology and Hydrol-
ogy Department and the Acid 
Deposition Monitoring Network 
in East Asia (EANET) are joint-
ly organizing a two-day work-
shop titled ‘National Awareness 
Workshop on Acid Deposition 
and Other Related Atmospher-
ic Pollutions’, at the Hotel Royal 
Aster in Nay Pyi Taw.

Union Minister for Trans-
port and Communications U 
Thant Sin Maung made an 
opening remark and Secretary 
of EANET Mr Tomi Haryadi 
extended a greeting on the first 
day of workshop yesterday. 

At the workshop, the 
EANET’s experts and invited 
guests discussed the ongoing 
activities of the network, acid 
depositions and air pollutions 
resulted by climate changes, 
atmospheric pollutions in re-
gional countries, results and 

Workshop on air pollution, acid deposition in progress in Nay Pyi Taw

findings from monitoring pro-
cess, prevailing challenges and 
reduction of air pollutions.—

MNA
(Translated by Aung Khin)

Union Minister U Thant Sin Maung and attendees pose for a 
documentary photo at the National Public Awareness Workshop on 
Acid Deposition and Other Related Atmospheric Pollutions in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi enjoys the traditional performance by dance troupe in Mawlamyine yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor visits Strand Walking Street in Mawlamyine

FROM PAGE-5
How can you show this? Fi-

nally, it is in the election that every 
citizen shows his or her support. 
Everyone has a vote. This means 
every individual has values. In the 
election the President has a vote 
so does a citizen entitled to voting. 
Finally, your value is the same as 
those of the head of the state. 

Therefore, under the demo-
cratic system, every citizen has 
value, and you should exercise 
your value correctly for your sake, 
for the sake of your country, for 
the sake of your state. With this 
kind of mentality, we can make 
much progress. We know we have 
many things to fulfil for the needs 
of our people. Please cooperate 
and collaborate for the fulfilment 
of these needs. We will try our best 

and you, our people, may try your 
best, too. It is, not a great govern-
ment, but great people who make 
a great country.  

A government may be great, 
but without the collaboration of 
the people, no progress can take 
place. After the World War II there 
appeared countries reaching the 
top, as well as war-torn countries, 
and the conqueror countries. The 
final victory is just momentary; 
what is important is the ability of 
the people who could transform 
the defeat or victory into their pro-
gress or success in the long run. 

If the people are qualified, 
they can make victory no matter 
how many times they are defeat-
ed. Finally, they will win victory 
rather than defeat. So what I love 
about Kyar-in-Seikkyi is this re-

gion has been a dearly won region, 
and my heart is always with you. 
I would like to request you all to 
collaborate for the progress of the 
country and national reconcilia-
tion, unity and peace. 

The State Counsellor then 
answered questions from the au-
dience. The questions covered a 
wide range of topics, including 
water purification, constructing 
and upgrading roads and bridg-
es, issuing small-scale mineral 
testing licenses, reopening the 
Myanmar-Thai border gate at 
Phayathonzu Sub-Township, elec-
trification, reducing the number 
of Tatmadaw Hluttaw representa-
tives from 25 per cent, the reason 
for the delay in amending Article 
261 of the Constitution that can 
potentially grant federal status 

to ethnic regions, and the reason 
for amending Article 59-f of the 
Constitution.

The State Counsellor, Union 
Minister Dr Myint Htwe, State 
Chief Minister Daw Nan Khin 
Htwe Myint, state ministers and 
officials replied to questions from 
the local residents on matters that 
can be immediately addressed, 
those that require long-term 
solutions and those that require 
further reviews.

Next, the State Counsellor 
gave a short speech where she 
said she wished to leave good 
legacies for the generations to 
follow and urged everyone to work 
together to create lasting valuable 
legacies. She then took a group 
documentary photograph with 
all those present.

From there, the State Coun-
sellor visited the training school 
for the development of nation-
al races in Kya-in-Seikkyi. She 
greeted the students cordially, 
answered their questions, and 
gave them food and monetary 
assistance.

She then inspected the li-
brary, dormitories and the caf-
eteria.

Afterwards, the State Coun-
sellor and entourage departed 
for Mawlamyine in the evening 
and visited the Strand Walking 
Street at night, giving support to 
the market stalls there. She also 
watched Mon traditional dance 
troupe performances at the Cul-
ture Show there. —MNA

(Translated by Dr Zaw Tun, 
Aung Khin, Zaw Htet Oo) 
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the feasibility study reports, with 
the ADB’s loan US$80 million 
and the NEDA’s (Neighbouring 
Countries Economic Develop-
ment Cooperation Agency) loan 
US$23.4 million. 

The Ministry of Construc-
tion will take a leading role to 
implement the project as an 
Executing Agency (EA) and 
the Kayin and Mon States’ gov-
ernments will perform their re-
spective duties as Implementing 
Agencies (IA). 

The Project Implementa-
tion Units (PIU) will collaborate 
with the Project Management 
Units (PMU) and the Consultant 
Agencies concerned in order to 
implement the project and pay 
back the loans.  

The project will facilitate 
the urban development and 
basic infrastructure develop-
ment in Myawady, which is a  

major border trade town, and 
improve bilateral trade and 
economic conditions as well as 
enhance bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries, he 
added. 

Ambassador Mrs Suphatra 
Srimaitreephithak, Deputy Min-
ister U Maung Maung Win of the 
Ministry of Planning, Finance 
and Industry and NEDA Chair-
person Ms Chularat Suteethom 
then gave their remarks at the 
event. 

Afterwards, the ceremony 
was concluded with Treasury 
Department Director-General 
Daw Si Si Pyone of the Minis-
try of Planning, Finance and 
Industry and NEDA President 
Mr Perames Vudthitornetiraks 
signing and exchanging the loan 
agreement. —MNA

(Translated by Aungthu Ya)    

MoC Union Minister attends signing ceremony for GMS Corridor Towns Development Project

A CONFERENCE titled ‘The 
Role of Parliament in Peace 
Building Processes’ was opened 
at the Hluttaw Building in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday afternoon, with the 
aims to exchange views of well-ex-
perienced international parlia-
mentarians, Myanmar Hluttaw 
representatives and stakeholders 
in peace building processes.

Speaker of Pyidaungsu Hlut-
aw and Pyithu Hluttaw  U T Khun 
Myat delivered an opening re-
mark at the ceremony that is also 
attended by Amyotha Hluttaw 
Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than, 
Pyithu Hluttaw Deputy Speaker 
U Tun Tun Hein, Amyotha Hlut-
taw Deputy Speaker U Aye Tha 
Aung, speakers of State/Region 
Hluttaws, chairpersons of Pyithu 
Hluttaw and Amyotha Hluttaw 
committees, secretaries, Mem-
ber of the Hungarian Parliament 
states and Chairperson of Com-
mittee to Promote Respect for 
International Humanitarian Law 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU)  Dr Agnes Vadai, Joint Com-

Hluttaw holds conference to share experiences in peace building processes

mittee on International Inter-Par-
liamentary Union Chairman Dr 
Than Win and committee mem-
bers, Hluttaw representatives, 
MPs of State/Region Hluttaws, 
invited guests and Hluttaw staff 
members.

In his opening remark, Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Speaker U T 
Khun Myat recognized mutual 

understanding, friendly relations 
and close cooperation between 
the IPU and Myanmar Hluttaw.

He also emphasized the im-
portant role of Hluttaw represent-
atives in peace building process-
es, socioeconomic losses of ethnic 
people in conflict-torn areas and 
the government’s peacemaking 
efforts.

The Speaker also urged the 
Hluttaw representatives to pro-
mote all-inclusive democratic pol-
icies and awareness for peace in 
respective constituency. 

Then, Dr Agnes Vadai and 
Dr Than Win delivered speeches.

The dialogue on the issue of 
consequences from conflicts and 
the role of parliamentarians was 

taken part by the parliamentari-
ans and experts from Myanmar, 
South Africa, Thailand and the 
Philippines.

After the question and an-
swer session, Dr Agnes Vadai 
read out IPU’s message on the 
event which will be held until 26 
February.—MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

THE loan agreement signing 
ceremony for the GMS Corridor 
Towns Development Project was 
held at the meeting hall of the 
Ministry of Construction in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday afternoon. 

Union Minister U Han Zaw 
of the Ministry of Construction 
first said that the proposed pro-
ject will upgrade basic infra-
structure and strengthen urban 
management capacities to de-

velop the towns of Mawlamyine 
in Mon State, and Hpa-An and 
Myawady in Kayin State along 
the Greater Mekong Subregion 
(GMS) East-West Economic Cor-
ridor (EWEC), in accord with 

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun Myat delivers the opening speech at the conference titled ‘The Role of Parliament in Peace Building 
Processes’   at the Hluttaw Building in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister U Han Zaw attends the signing ceremony of loan agreement of Third Greater Mekong Sub-
Region (GMS) Corridor Towns Development Project in Nay Pyi Taw.  PHOTO: MNA

(1) 	 Uphold our three main national causes: Non-disintegration of the Union, 
non-disintegration of national solidarity, and perpetuation of national 
sovereignty as a national duty, to serve the country at the risk of our lives

(2) 	 Participate in the peace-making process with the State Government 
under the six-point peace policy of the Tatmadaw as part of efforts to 
gain eternal peace

(3) 	 Guard peace and stability and protect the interests of the people; build 
a modern, strong, and capable army 

(4)	  Safeguard the fine traditions of the Tatmadaw which has been dutiful 
in discharging State and national political duties

Objectives of the 75th anniversary of the Armed Forces Day
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Protecting wildlife, 
saving ecosystems 
key to our survival

THE shrinking of the elephant habitant in the upper and 
lower Madaya forest reserves in Mandalay Region has 
prompted the forest authorities to take measures to pro-

tect wild elephants from poachers and prevent elephant-human 
conflicts in the region.

The expansion of teak plantations by hundreds of acres every 
year is the main reason behind the shrinkage of elephant habitat.

At present, teams comprising members of the Elephants 
Emergency Response Unit (EERU) and the authorities are pa-

trolling forests at least twice 
per month to protect about 50 
wild elephants and 20 domes-
tic elephants.

In some instances, wild 
elephants have invaded fields 
owned by villagers for food. 
But, no elephant killings have 
been reported so far.

Awareness is being 
raised among local villagers 
to prevent conflict with ele-
phants. Since the establish-
ment of a forest outpost in 
2018, there have been no wild 
elephant killings.

However, over the last 
seven years, 14 wild ele-
phants have died in Mandalay 
Region either due to natural 
causes or poaching and some 
elephant deaths have been 
reported from other parts 
of Myanmar, leading to the 
decline in the country’s pach-

yderm population.
Larger animals are particularly vulnerable to humans as 

they are more frequently targeted and need much more wild 
space to survive.

The time has come to take radical action to protect wildlife 
and restore habitats to avoid their extinction in future.

Myanmar’s wild elephants will be wiped out unless we take 
action now. We would like to call upon individuals and organiza-
tions across all sectors to make efforts before our wild elephants 
are silenced forever.

Wildlife plays an important role in developing ecosystems on 
which we rely for food and clean water. If wildlife becomes extinct, 
we also would face a crisis.

Researchers estimate that more than 1,000 larger species of 
mammals and birds, ranging from rhinos to eagles, will become 
extinct in the next century.

We all should know their full role before we lose these big 
species.

Without them, things may begin to degrade quite quickly. 
Ecosystems could start to collapse and threaten our very survival.

The time has 
come to take 
radical action 
to protect 
wildlife 
and restore 
habitats to 
avoid their 
extinction in 
future.

7th Forum on ASEAN-KOREA Engineering

The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions 
of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from 
young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation 
Platform. Interested candidates can send their work to the 
Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee 
Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon, in person, or by email 
to ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following 
information: (1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, 
opinion, etc.), (2) Own name and (if different) your penname, 
(3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/
University, (5) A written note of declaration that the submitted 
piece is your original work and has not been submitted to 
any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color 
photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact 
information (email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial 
Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar

Invitation to young 
writers for Sunday 
Special

AAET& the Republic 
of Korea ASEAN and( 
ASEAN Academy of En-

gineering & Technology- AAET) 
have been striving for sustain-
able development of Engineer-
ing and Technology in regional 
countries. Efforts by AAET 
by all means are helpful for 
non-ASEAN countries, among 
them the Republic of Korea tops 
in the ranks. Regional meetings 
and forums sponsored by AAET 
are not only attended by ASEAN 
countries but also invited occa-
sionally by them to pay the way 
for solidarity and development 
of all ASEAN countries.

7th Forum The milestone 
of ASEAN-Korea Cooperation 
(7th ASEAN-Korea Engineering 
forum) was held in Busan, the 
Republic of Korea on 29 Novem-
ber, 2019.

To that forum, ASEAN 
Engineering and Technology 
Academy attended not only as 
the fellow of ASEAN Academy 
but also as a delegate Myan-
mar Chapter and Myanmar 
Engineering Council. As I am 
a chairman of Myanmar Engi-
neering Council, International 
and Public Relation, I have a 
chance of attending meetings 
and forums held in some coun-
tries in the world. It includes the 
forum on this ASEAN- Korea 
Engineering.

ASEAN-Korea forums This 
is the 7th forum of ASEAN-Ko-
rea Engineering; the first in 
Seoul, South Korea in 2013; 

the second forum in Jakarta, 
Indonesia; the forum in Penang, 
Malaysia in 2015; the fourth in 
Seoul, South Korea in 2016; the 
fifth forum in Yangon< Myan-
mar in 2017;and the sixth forum 
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Forum programmes The ti-
tle of this forum is Smart Life 
& Smart Development which 
was held in the Paradise Ho-
tel in Busan, Republic of Ko-
rea. In the opening session in 
the morning, national plan on 
Smart Life and Smart Develop-
ment; in the afternoon, the first 
session was for Smart Energy& 
Smart Home Devices, in the 
afternoon, the second session 
was for Smart City & Renewable 
Energy.

In the opening forum, 
Vice-President of the Nation-
al  Academy of Engineering 
of Korea-NAE and Dr. Chean 
Hean Teik, President of ASEAN 
Academy & Technology-AAET 
made welcoming speeches re-
spectively. Then opening ses-
sion continued with Dr. Kab-
sung Kin, an advisor for Smart 
City Special Committee tackling 
on the title of the Strategies of 
Smart City in Korea, Ms. Eui-
hac Cecilia Chung, Policy Co-
ordinator for the Presidential 
Committee for New  Southern 
Policy gave respective speeches 
on the Southern Policy, Pro-
gress and Future Direction.

In the afternoon, Korea’s 
Science and Technology ’s 
Principal Research Scientist 

By Ko Ko Aung

Mr. Kyung- Ho Shin acted as 
a chairperson in Smart City 
Life Session; Professor Lim 
Yun Seng of Universiti Tunku 
Abdul Rahman on Services & 
Benefits of Grid-scale Energy of 
Storage; Dr. Sunggy Koo on the 
future of Smart Home Devices 
and Experiences with Alpow-
ered IOT; Sumsung Electrics, 
Dr. Men Den, the advisor to the 
Cambodia’ deputyprime min-
ister on sustainable develop-
ment of Renewable Energy and 
Smart Control, Mr. Youngseag  
Baeg, head case study of Smart 
& Green Energy Nexus Project 
with Renewable Energy.

The Penal discussion con-
tinued with speakers of first 
session answered the questions 
raised by the attendees.

Myanmar and challenges 
on Smart City In the afternoon, 
Professor Dr. Lee Sze Wei, 
chairman of Universiti Tun 
Abdul Rahman,(UTAR), Ma-
laysia, acted as a chairperson 
for Smart Life Session. Speak-
ers such as Managing Director 
Dr. Jeongeui Hong of Hanwha 
Q-cells tackling on Solar In-
dustry& Technolotgy, associ-
ate Professor Dr.Lim Yun Seng 
of the Universiti Tunku Abdul 
Rahman(UTAR) tackling on 

Services and Benefits of Grid-
scale Energy Storage System; 
Vice-President Dr. Sunggy Foo, 
of Samsung  Electrics tackling 
on Towards on Mass& Speedy 
Parcel Delivery.

Vice-President Jongjin 
Song of Doosan Heavy Indus-
try & Construction tackling on 
Doosan Wind Power Solutions; 
Engineer Ko Ko Aung, chair-
man of Myanmar Engineering 
Council and Public Relations 
an advisor tackling Smart City 
challenges for Myanmar read 
their papers respectively. The 
second Penal Discussion with 
speakers explained to the needs 

of attendees. Then roundtable 
meeting and working group 
meeting continued with par-
ticipation in discussion by My-
anmar Engineers.

Engineers representing 
Myanmar read the title of Smart 
City challenges for Myanmar 
at 7th Forum for ASEAN-KO-
REA, in which characteristics of 
Framework for ASEAN Smart 
Cities was included. Main points 
were discussed with individ-
ual parts included. Focusing 
on the main cities of Nay Pyi 
Taw, Yangon and Mandalay to 
become smart cities; things to 
be carried out to demands and 
challenges were explained by 
power point. Discussions were 
greatly interested by ASEAN 
delegates and NAEK academi-
cians of South Korea.

The title of Smart City chal-
lenges for Myanmar was read 
at the 7th forum of ASEAN-Ko-
rea Engineering ; roundtable 
meeting was decided for the 
future. As a remembrance for 
the 7th Forum for ASEAN-Korea 
Engineering is Korea’s biggest 
industry as well as the world’s 
fifth steel industry. We had a 
chance of paying a visit to Posco 
Steel Mill.

Iron ores from Brazil are 
mainly imported to be melt in 
furnances in order to be used 
as raw materials industries. 
The study tour in World-famous 
Posco Museum was of great 
interest to an engineer like me. 

(Translated by Arakan Sein)

THE Union Supreme Court convened at Union Supreme Court 
room number 1 yesterday with Chief Justice of the Union Su-
preme Court U Htun Htun Oo and Union Supreme Court Judges 
U Aung Zaw Thein and U Myo Win passing judgements on five 
civil cases, along with hearing seven civil cases. —MNA

(Translated by TTN)

Union Supreme Court sits to pass 
judgement on, hear civil cases

Call  Thin Thin May, 09251022355,09974424848

The Office of the President has issued Press Release No. 
8/2020 yesterday, publicly announcing the Ministry of Home 
Affairs’ arrests and seizures in the fight against illicit drug 
trafficking up till 22 February.

The ministry made the arrests, acting on information, 
sent to the Drug Activity Special Complaint Department of 
the Office of the President as of 22 February.

The full text of the press release will be reported in the 26 
February issue of The Global New Light of Myanmar.—GNLM

Please read “Union Minister for Labour, Immigration 
and Population U Thein Swe” in the story headlined “Union 
Minister U Thein Swe meets young labourers preparing for 
ASEAN contest” and the caption of the photo on front page of 
the 24th February issue of the Global New Light of Myanmar. 
We regret the mistake.—Ed

President’s Office continues 
announcement of illegal drug arrests, 

seizures action on tip-offs

Correction

THE World Health Organ-
ization warned Monday 
that the new coronavi-

rus might be around for months 
but said the measures China 
implemented have prevented 
the infections of hundreds of 
thousands of people.

Bruce Aylward, leader of a 
joint WHO-China mission of ex-
perts, said the world can learn 
from the nation’s approach to 
restraining the virus.

“The single biggest lesson 
is speed. Speed is everything 
and what worries me most is, 
has the rest of the world learned 

the lesson of speed?” Aylward 
said at a press conference pre-
senting the mission’s findings.

“We have outbreaks in mul-
tiple countries right now, in-
creasing at exponential growth 
rates,” he said.

China has quarantined the 
central city of Wuhan and oth-
er cities in Hubei province for 
a month while also imposing 
drastic restrictions on move-
ment in other parts of the coun-
try.

The epidemic has killed 
nearly 2,600 people and infect-
ed some 77,000 people in China, 

with new cases and fatalities 
emerging in Europe, the Middle 
East and Asia in recent days.

Aylward said Beijing’s “bold 
approach” had “changed the 
course” of the epidemic, adding 
that the measures have “prob-
ably prevented. hundreds of 
thousands of cases of COVID-19 
here in China.”

Still ‘grim’ 
The number of cases of 

infection in the country have 
been generally declining over 
recent weeks -- although ques-
tions have been raised about the 

WHO warns coronavirus may be ‘around for months’
credibility of official data as the 
local authorities have changed 
their reporting method and re-
vised figures several times.

Aylward said that although 
there have been “challenges 
with the statistics that have 
come out of China sometimes”, 
he believed the “trends have 
been incredibly clear”.

He called on China to start 
lifting some of the restrictions, 
including travel curbs and tour-
ism shutdowns.

“Obviously they want to get 
society back to a more normal 
semblance of what probably 

is the new normal, because 
this virus may be around... for 
months,” he said.

However, National Health 
Commission official Liang Wan-
nian warned that the situation 
in Wuhan was still “grim”.

Aylward praised China’s 
success so far in containing the 
virus but maintained that the 
main risk for any government 
was being too complacent.

“Thinking you’ve beaten 
this virus is the single biggest 
risk,” he said.

“As we dug into and came 
to understand the knowledge, 

the tools, the capacities they 
had built in China, it’s again 
our conclusion that this was the 
right thing to be doing,” he said.

The spread of COVID-19 in 
other parts of the world has 
accelerated over the past week, 
with Iran, South Korea and It-
aly emerging as the worst new 
hotspots.

Deaths were reported in 
each of those countries on Mon-
day, while Afghanistan, Bah-
rain and Kuwait also announced 
their first cases of the virus. 
—AFP
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A survey conducted from 10 to 
20 February in the Ayeyawady 
River between Mandalay and 
Bhamo has put the population 
of Ayeyawady dolphins at 79, 
a record increase that points 
to the success of conservation 
efforts, said U Han Win, officer 
in-charge of Ayeyawady Dol-
phin Conservation as well as 
deputy head of the Fisheries 
Department.  

The population of Ay-
eyawady dolphins has been 
recorded every year since 2002. 
The 2002 survey recorded 72 
dolphins, while the survey in 
2018 found 76 dolphins in the 
river. The survey this year has 
found 79 dolphins, which is the 
highest number on record, he 
said. 

“The Ayeyawady dolphin 

Survey records 79 Ayeyawady dolphins

THE opening ceremony of 
Fourth National Stakeholders 
Forum for Implementing the 
Decent Work Agenda and La-
bour Law Reform was held at 
Park Royal Hotel in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday morning. 

Union Minister U Thein 
Swe of the Ministry of Labour, 
Immigration and Population 
said in his opening speech: 
“The meeting aims to receive 
the technical assistance which 
is essential to implement the 
decent employment pro-
gramme and amendment to 
labour laws and by-laws as a 
priority of the State. In order 
to make any other necessary 
changes in labour affairs that 
need to be prioritized, it also 
aims for all the stakeholders 
such as the government, the 
employers and the employees, 
the international economic 
enterprises, the development 
partners, the international 
non-governmental organi-
zations, the international or-
ganizations, the international 
labour organizations, and the 
experts to discuss and decide 
the future programme to be 
carried out.” 

The first-day session will 
discuss the major role of pro-
moting the decent employment 
programme through appropri-
ate legal framework and good 
practices to empower the so-
cial dialogue on policies and 
workplaces. 

Decent work agenda, labour law reform discussed 
at Fourth National Stakeholders Forum

The second-day session will 
discuss the amendment to the 
labour laws and by-laws and the 
technical assistance programme 
as an immediate priority. 

He added that the govern-
ment, the employers’ and em-
ployees’ organizations, the ILO 
have drafted the Decent Work 
Country Programme – DWCP 
2018-2021 in line with the ILO 
standards, the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals as well as 
the requirement of the State. It 
is now being undertaken with the 
help of the development partners. 

Forced labour cases like 
under age recruitment and re-
cruiting of those without consent 
have been handled by the Nation-
al Complaint Mechanism and the 
UN Country Task Force on Mon-
itoring and Reporting UNCTF-
MR. World societies and the ILO 
should have confidence and co-
operate in this implementation. 

The number of social insur-

ance workers was increased up 
to 1.46 million in January 2020. 
That is why, in order to expedite 
in providing the social insurance 
workers with their benefits, the 
Social Security Board has been 
undertaking the reform pro-
gramme with the ILO technical 
assistance as well as with the 
fund assistance of development 
partners. 

Three five-year projects have 
been carried out for eradication of 
child labour, with the help of the 
US. A 15-year project is now be-
ing undertaken with the National 
Committee led by the Vice Presi-
dent and 8 Working Committees. 
In honour of the ILO Centenary, 
the formal ratification process 
is underway after the Hluttaw’s 
approval on the Minimum Age 
Convention (138). 

Certificates of registration 
have been issued to a total of 
2990 employees’ organizations 
and 29 employers’ organization 

from 2012 to 2019.  
Our ministry would like to 

express our deepest thanks to 
the ILO, the International Organ-
izations, the Development Part-
ners and donor countries among 
others. All the stakeholders and 
meeting participants should dis-
cuss and give good advice and 
suggestions on the matters of 
future reform programme and 
technical assistance, he urged. 

Next, Deputy Director-Gen-
eral Mr Greg Vines of the ILO, EU 
Deputy Resident Representative 
Ms Eszter Nemeth, Ambassa-
dor Mr John Nielsen of Den-
mark to Myanmar, Deputy Chief 
of Mission Mr George Sibley of 
US Embassy and UN Resident 
Coordinator (Acting) Ms Xiaojie 
Fan gave their remarks at the 
meeting. 

The forum will continue until 
25 February. —MNA

(Translated by Aungthu Ya) 

survey was started in 2002. A total 
of 72 dolphins were found from 
2004 to 2010. In 2018, 76 dolphins 
were found. However, the survey 
also recorded dolphin deaths. So, 
only 72 live dolphins were count-
ed in 2018, while the rest were 
found dead. This year, the sur-
vey found 79 dolphins between 

Mandalay and Bhamo, which is 
a record high. The increase in 
dolphin numbers can be attrib-
uted to awareness courses on 
Ayeyawady dolphin conservation 
and patrols that cracked down on 
battery-shock fishing,” he said.

“This year, the Fisheries De-
partment and the Wildlife Conser-

vation Society (WCS) of Myanmar 
conducted the population survey 
of the Ayeyawady dolphins with 
the Myanmar Maritime Police. 
They jointly conducted the survey 
and held training courses to raise 
awareness about dolphin conser-
vation. They also seized items 
related to battery-shock fishing 
during the survey,” he added.            

“This survey didn’t face any 
challenges. We found more dol-
phins than we expected. Last 
year saw a lower rate of dolphin 
mortality and dolphin calves, too. 
We expected to find only 75 dol-
phins. However, to our surprise, 
we counted 79 dolphins,” said U 
Kyaw Hla Thein, project manager, 
WCS.  The Ayeyawady dolphins 
give birth to only one calf every 
three years. —Khine Satt Wai

 (Translated by Hay Mar)

Union Minister U Thein Swe addresses the Fourth National Stakeholders Forum in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.   
PHOTO: MNA
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FARMERS who cultivated 
mung beans as a winter crop 
in Thabyaygon, Zee Taw, and 
Phatseikgon villages in Pyay 
township of Bago Region, are 
pleased with the profits they 
made this year, according to 
mung bean growers from Gone 
Zin village.            

Mung bean growers said 
they were pleased with this har-
vest period because their farms 
gave higher yields compared 
with last year and they received 
good prices for their crops.         

  Farmers cultivating mung 
beans rely on the South Naw-
in dam, North Nawin dam, 
and Thasi dam for irrigation. 
Mung beans are mostly grown 
in Thabyaygon, Zee Taw,  Phat-
seikgon, and Khweyeegon vil-
lages.            

“This year, our farmers 

are happy with growing mung 
beans because they made hand-
some profits and got a high 
yield. We were happy to give 
labour charges, too, because 
we got handsome profits. We 
paid labour charges of K6,000 
to male and K5,000 to female 
workers.

Last year, the mung bean 
yield was 10 baskets per acre. 
This year, the yield was 18 
baskets per acre. This year, 
the price of mung beans was 
K33,000 per basket. Some 
farmers did not need to sell 
them in the market because 
merchants were coming and 
buying the mung beans directly 
from the farm,” said U Kyaw 
San, a mung bean grower from 
Gong Zin village.—Zayar Htet 
(Minbu) 

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Bago mung bean growers earn good profits

By Nyein Nyein

ALTHOUGH China’s depart-
mental offices, schools, and 
banks reopened yesterday, trade 
at the Muse border is expected 
to resume only in mid-March, 
said U Min Thein, vice chairman 
of the Muse depot.

“We expect trading to im-
prove in mid-March, even if it 
does not return to normal. We 
will have to wait for the situation 
to go back to normal,” said U 
Min Thein.

“Moreover, there is one im-
portant thing: Even if trade at 
Muse returns to normal, we will 
have to monitor the Wuhan virus 
situation in China,” he added.

 Since the Chinese New 
Year, exports to China via the 
Muse gate have been almost 
completely suspended because 
of the Wuhan virus. While wa-
termelons and muskmelons 
were sent to China, the volume 
of exports was low. Currently, 
Myanmar is exporting a small 
volume of rice, broken rice, and 
sugar, and importing some elec-
trical materials, construction 
ware, and foodstuff from China, 
according to the Muse depot.

Due to the Chinese New 
Year and coronavirus (COV-
ID-19), bilateral border trade 
between Myanmar and China 
declined by US$209 million be-
tween 23 January and 14 Feb-

ruary, said Dr Than Myint, the 
Union Minister for Commerce, 
at a meeting held between  Vice 
President U Myint Swe and en-
trepreneurs on 22 February in 
Yangon. 

In two weeks, the value of 
exports dropped by $152 mil-
lion, while imports declined by 
$57 million this year at Muse, 
Kanpiketee, Chinshwehaw, and 
Lwejel compared to the same 
period last year. 

 “The export of fruits and 
marine products on the Myan-
mar-China border is suffering 
due to spoilage on account of 
the spread of COVID-19. So, 
local watermelon and musk-
melon growers are facing dif-

ficulties. Now, the government 
has created a market for wa-
termelons and muskmelons in 
cooperation with the Yangon 
City Development Committee,” 
said U Than Myint. 

Although, the value of bor-
der trade has declined due to 
COVID-19, maritime trade has 
increased, crossing $2.1 billion 
in the past five months of the 
2019-2020 financial year. Border 
trade has reached $14.5 billion 
this FY, with exports touching 
$6.7 billion and imports pegged 
at $7.7 billion, according to the 
statistics provided by the Min-
istry of Commerce. 

 (Translated by Hay Mar)

Muse border trade likely to resume in mid-March

Mung bean growers work at a farm in Bago Region.  PHOTO: ZAYAR HTET (MINBU)
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1.	 The Ministry of Health and Sports is closing monitoring 
the outbreak of COVID-19, with conducting surveillance 
at international gateways and at the hospitals in the forms 
of people-centered investigation and in coordination with 
private hospital.

2.	 From 8 pm 23 February 2020 to 8 pm 24 February 2020, no new 
case was confirmed for the situation of under investigation. 

3.	 Until 6 pm 24 February 2020, the four persons were kept 
to monitor for another 48 hours although they were tested 
negative for COVID-19 at the State/Region hospitals. They 
were also in good health conditions. 

4.	 The Ministry of Health and Sports would present real-time 
report if the persons under investigation or suspected cases 
were found.

5.	 A 34-year old woman from South Korea visited Yangon from 13 
February to 17 February. She was diagnosed with COVID-19 
after a laboratory test in her home country on 23 February. 
On the same day, the Public Health Department from Yan-

gon Region took prompt measures on health conditions of 
7 persons and their 15 family members, totaling 22 persons. 
All of them were found in good health conditions without any 
symptoms of COVID-19. However, they were advised to report 
on any symptom of this disease to the health centre and stay 
at their respective homes in quarantines for 14 days, while 
township health workers of Public Health Department are 
carrying out constant surveillance. 

6.	 Although there is no laboratory confirmed case of COVID-19 
until 24 February , the ministry is conducting round-the-
clock surveillance in upward momentum. As the COVID-19 
is spreading in 29 countries, including China and some of 
its neighbouring countries, people are suggested to report 
on any close contact with a confirmed or suspected case of 
COVID-19 to the health centres, and to follow health aware-
ness of the Ministry of Health and Sports on prevention of 
the disease.— MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Surveillance and investigation of Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

UNION MINISTER U Soe Win 
of the Ministry of Planning, Fi-
nance and Industry received a 
delegation from the Neighbour-
ing Countries Economic Devel-
opment Cooperation Agency 
(NEDA) at his office in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, they 

Union Minister U Soe Win receives NEDA delegation from Thailand

discussed matters relating to 
signing Loan Agreement on 
Third GMS Sub-Region Corri-
dor Towns Development Project 
(Water Supply and Solid Waste 
Management in Myawady) be-
tween MoPFI and NEDA, devel-
oping power system in Yangon 
City project in North Okkalapa 
and Dagon Myothit (North) 
townships, investment in Dawei 
Special Economic Zone and con-
struction of two-lane road from 
Hteekhee, the border checkpoint 
of Myanmar, to Phunaron, the 
border checkpoint of Thailand. 
— MNA

(Translated by TTN)

Union Minister U Soe Win 
holds talks with a delegation 
from Neighbouring Countries 
Economic Development 
Cooperation Agency 
(NEDA) in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

A Public Policy and Basic Social 
Research Methodology Training 
was conducted at the Assembly 
Hall of the Ministry of Informa-
tion in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday 
morning. 

Deputy Minister U Aung Hla 
Tun of the Ministry of Informa-
tion said at the training: “The 
training is really important for 
the civil service personnel at dif-
ferent levels to lay down public 
policies. Policies are made up 
of what to do and what not to 
do. To decide right policies is 
as important as to use correct 
and systematic research meth-
odology. Right and appropriate 
policies should be laid down by 
reviewing the research results 

according to the prevailing cir-
cumstances. Hence, the trainees 
should involve themselves close-
ly in the training and they should 
make the best and effective use 
of valuable knowledge and skills 
they gained for the respective 
departments and for the nation 
as well as to share them with 
their co-peers. 

Special Projects Unit Man-
ager Daw Miki Kyaw Myint of the 
Asia Foundation then briefed on 
the training. 

The training was attended 
by 31 departmental officials and 
staff with the Ministry of Infor-
mation and it will continue until 
28 February. —MNA

(Translated by Aungthu Ya)

Laying down of public policies is of vital importance for service personnel 

Deputy Minister U Aung Hla Tun delivers the speech at the event to conduct the Public Policy and Basic 
Social Research Methodology Training in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Updates at 8 pm 24 February 2020
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V CHERRY VOY. NO. (006 N/S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V CHERRY 
VOY. NO. (006 N/S) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 25-2-2020 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 
8 am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s 
Day now declared as the third day after final dis-
charge of cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDER SHIPPING 
LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V SUPER KATE

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SUPER KATE 
VOY. NO. (ZG200205) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 25-2-2020 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of MIPL where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S BRIGHT SAIL SHIPPING LTD
Phone No: 2301185

TRADEMARK CAUTION 
 

Upfield Europe B.V., a company incorporated in 
Netherlands and having its registered office at 
Nassaukade 3, 3071 JL Rotterdam, The Netherlands is 
the owner and proprietor of the following Trademarks: 

PLANTA 
Reg. No. 4/24569/2019 (30.8.2019) 

BLUE BAND 
 

Reg. No. 4/24568/2019 (30.8.2019) 

WINDMILL 
Reg. No. 4/24570/2019 (30.8.2019) 

 

All in respect of “Meat, fish, poultry and game; meat 
extracts; preserved, frozen, dried and cooked fruits and 
vegetables; jellies, jams, compotes; eggs; milk and milk 
products; oils and fats for food; non-dairy spreads; 
spreads; Dairy products; dairy spreads; dairy-based 
spreads; low fat dairy spreads; butter; butter preparations; 
butter substitutes; concentrated butter; blended butter; 
savoury butters; seed butters; butter made from nuts; 
cocoa butter; powdered nut butters; margarine; margarine 
substitutes; edible fat-based spreads for bread; cream; 
sour cream; cream powder; artificial cream (dairy product 
substitutes); cream alternatives and substitutes; non-dairy 
milk and cream; edible oils and fats; cooking oils; nut oils; 
vegetable oils for food; coconut oil and fat for food; animal 
oils for food; edible oils derived from fish [other than 
cod-liver oil]; soya bean oil for food; seed oils for food; 
flavoured oils; olive oils; spiced oils; butter oil; blended oils 
for food; hydrogenated oils for food; hardened oils; clarified 
butter; butter for use in cooking; ghee; dips; dairy-based 
dips; meat substitutes; meat extracts; preserved, frozen, 
dried and cooked fruits and vegetables; vegetable and 
plant- based meat substitutes; meat spreads; meat-based 
spreads; meat-based snack foods; vegetable spreads; 
vegetable-based spreads; vegetable- based snack foods; 
cheese spreads; cheese-based snack foods; nut paste 
spreads; nut-based spreads; spreads consisting mainly of 
fruits; fruit-based snack food; fruit snacks; dairy-based 
beverages; drinks made from dairy products; protein milk; 
cream, being dairy products; non-dairy creamer; dairy 
whiteners for beverages; milk powder for nutritional 
purposes; dairy-based whipped topping; dairy puddings 
and desserts; yoghurt; yoghurts; yoghurt beverages and 
drinks; yoghurt-based beverages and drinks; drinking 
yoghurt; yoghurt dessert; soya yoghurt; flavoured yoghurt; 
custard-style yoghurts; low fat yoghurt; preparations for 
making yoghurt; yoghurt made with goats milk; milk 
products; butter milk; butter cream; milk; milkshakes; sour 
milk; milk curds; flavoured milks; milk solids; dried milk; 
milk powder; soya milk; milk beverages and drinks; milk 
based beverages and drinks; flavoured milk beverages and 
drinks; milk beverages, milk predominating; rice milk; 
sheep milk; goat milk; cows' milk; fermented milk; 
evaporated milk; curdled milk; condensed milk; albumin 
milk; oat milk; milk substitutes; milk-based snacks; kefir; 
kumiss [milk beverage]; hemp milk used as a milk 
substitute; artificial milk based desserts; almond milk; 
coconut milk; peanut milk; hazelnut milk; cashew milk; nut 
milks; snack foods based on nuts; fruit and nut-based 
snack bars; nut and seed-based snack bars; snack foods 
based on legumes; tofu-based snacks; soya based snacks; 
snacks of edible seaweed; protein-based snacks” in 
International Class 29. 
 

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable 
imitation of the Marks shall be dealt with according to law. 

 

Daw La Min May, H.G.P 
         For Upfield Europe B.V.,   

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd., 
Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),  

Corner of Mahabandoola Road & Thein Phyu Road,  
Botahtaung Tsp, Yangon,  

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar. 
Dated 25th February 2020          lmm@kcyangon.com 
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Japanese men detained in Manila 
over phone scam brought to Japan

Photo taken on 14 November 2019, shows a facility in Manila where 36 Japanese were 
detained over an alleged phone scam targeting people in Japan.   PHOTO: KYODO NEWS 

TOKYO — Nine of 36 Jap-
anese men detained in 
Manila over alleged phone 
scams were transferred 
to Japan and arrested by 
Tokyo police on Monday.

The Tokyo Metropol-
itan Police Department 
said Ryo Imaizumi, 27, and 
eight other men are mem-
bers of a fraud syndicate 
which may have scammed 
some 1.5 billion yen ($13 
million) from about 1,700 
people in Japan since 2018.

The nine men were 
arrested upon their arriv-
al in Japan for allegedly 
pretending to be govern-
ment and police officials 
and telling a woman in her 
60s living in Tokyo over the 
phone to give her ATM 
cards to their accomplice 
who visited her home in 
November last year.

The police suspect 
that their syndicate oper-

ated a phone scam out of 
an abandoned hotel in Ma-
nila and other locations in 
the Philippines, targeting 
mainly elderly people in 
Japan.

The syndicate’s mem-

bers in the Philippines 
stole victims’ ATM cards 
by telling them over the 
phone that their bank 
account information was 
used in a crime and that 
their cards need to be re-

placed, according to the 
police department. Oth-
er syndicate members in 
Japan visited the victims’ 
homes pretending to be 
public officials, it said.  
— Kyodo News     

China reports 409 new 
confirmed cases of 
coronavirus infection, 
150 new deaths
BEIJING — Chinese 
health authority Monday 
said it received reports of 
409 new confirmed cas-
es of novel coronavirus 
infection and 150 deaths 
on Sunday from 31 pro-
vincial-level regions on 
the mainland.

Among the deaths, 
149 were in Hubei Prov-
ince and one in Hainan 
Province, according to 
the National Health Com-
mission.

Another 620 new sus-
pected cases were report-
ed Sunday, said the com-
mission.

Also on Sunday, 1,846 
people were discharged 
from hospital after recov-
ery, while the number of 
severe cases decreased 
by 1,053 to 9,915.

The overall con-
firmed cases on the 
Chinese mainland had 
reached 77,150 by the 
end of Sunday, and 2,592 
people had died of the 
disease.

The commission add-
ed that 3,434 people were 
still suspected of being 
infected with the virus.

A total of 24,734 peo-
ple had been discharged 
from hospital after recov-
ery.

The commission said 
635,531 close contacts had 
been traced, adding that 
among them, 16,758 were 
discharged from medical 
observation Sunday, with 
97,481 others still under 
medical observation.

By the end of Sun-
day, 74 confirmed cases 
including two deaths 
had been reported in 
the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region 
(SAR), 10 confirmed cas-
es in the Macao SAR, and 
28 in Taiwan including 
one death.

Twelve patients in 
Hong Kong, six in Macao 
and five in Taiwan have 
been discharged from 
hospital after recovery. 
— Xinhua     
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Fifth coronavirus death in 
Italy as infections mount
CASALPUSTERLENGO (Ita-
ly)— Italy reported Monday its 
fifth death from the new corona-
virus, as the number of people 
contracting the disease contin-
ued to mount and officials called 
for calm.

The death of an 88-year-old 
man was the fourth in the north-
ern Lombardy region, where 
villages have been put under 
lockdown and security meas-
ures enforced in a bid to stem 
the spread of the disease.

Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte has said that residents 
could face weeks in lockdown in 
an effort to sit out the virus.

Angelo Borrelli, head of the 
country’s civil protection agency, 
said 219 people had now tested 
positive in Italy, which has the 
most confirmed cases in Europe.

Five people have died of the 
virus in the past four days, in-
cluding one in the Veneto region.

An Alitalia flight from Rome 
was being held in Mauritius 
Monday, after 40 people from 
Lombady and Veneto were told 
they could not disembark unless 
they consented to being placed in 
quarantine.

Alitalia said it was arranging 
for their immediate repatriation 
instead, despite none of the pas-
sengers showing any symptoms.

Eleven towns — 10 in Lom-
bardy and one in neighbouring 
Veneto — are under lockdown, 
with some 50,000 residents pro-
hibited from leaving.

Regional authorities have 
ordered gathering spots, such 
as bars, restaurants, cinemas and 
discos to close.

The spread of the virus has 
disrupted high profile events in-
cluding Milan Fashion Week and 

the Venice Carnival, while Serie A 
football matches have been post-
poned. Operas have also had to 
be cancelled at Milan’s famed 
La Scala.

Masses in churches across 
the affected regions have been 
cancelled and funerals limited to 
immediate relatives only.

The stock market in Milan 
was down nearly 5.0 per cent on 
Monday in a broad-based sell-off 
over virus fears.
‘Outbreak in hospital’ 

Most of the cases in Italy 
are in Lombardy, a prosperous 
region in the country’s north 
where Milan is located, They 
can be traced back to a 38-year-
old man in the town of Codogno 
whom authorities have called 
“patient one”.

Investigators are recon-
structing minute by minute the 
man’s movements over the past 
few weeks — where he slept, 
ate, walked — in a bid to trace 
everyone he could have come 
into contact with.

“We had the most unfortu-
nate situation possible; the out-
break of an epidemic in a hos-
pital,” infectious disease expert 
Massimo Galli told the Corriere-
della Sera daily.

“Unfortunately, in these 
cases, a hospital can turn into 
a frightening amplifier of conta-
gion,” he said.

The 38-year old patient had 
not travelled to China and doc-
tors failed to treat him with the 
necessary precautions.

The man initially believed to 
have given him the virus after re-
turning from Shanghai later test-
ed negative. “We still do not know 
who brought the coronavirus to 
Codogno,” Galli said.—AFP     

The emergence of the coronavirus has stoked fears across northern 
Italy.  PHOTO: AFP

Britain starts hearing US 
case for extraditing Assange
LONDON (United Kingdom) — 
Britain on Monday began hearing 
Washington’s extradition request 
for WikiLeaks founder Julian As-
sange, in a test case of media 
freedoms in the digital age and 
the limits of US justice.

A ruling against the 48-year-
old Australian could see him 
jailed for 175 years if convicted 
on all 17 US Espionage Act charg-
es and one count of computer 
hacking he faces.

The charges relate to the 
release in 2010 by the whistle-
blowing website WikiLeaks of a 
trove of classified US government 
files detailing the realities of the 
military campaigns in Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

One video from 2007 showed 
an Apache helicopter attack in 
which US soldiers gunned down 
two Reuters reporters and nine 
Iraqi civilians in broad daylight 
in Baghdad.

But the US extradition 
case is only the latest stage of a 
long-running legal saga that has 
seen Assange in some form of 
detention since the documents’ 
release. He spent years holed up 
in Ecuador’s London embassy 
to avoid extradition to Sweden 
to face allegations of sexual as-
sault — since dropped — that he 
and his supporters argue were 
politically motivated.

Protesters gathered outside 
Woolwich Crown Court in south-
east London for the first day of 
the US extradition hearing on 
Monday, holding up banners 
reading “Free Assange”. 

His father John Shipton, who 
attended the hearing with As-
sange’s brother Gabriel Shipton, 
decried the “ceaseless malice” of 
the authorities against his son.

“We’re all here to vigorously 
and firmly support Julian in this 
10-year long oppression and po-
litical action,” he told reporters.

Assange, wearing a dark 
grey blazer and sweater over a 
white shirt and flanked by two se-
curity personnel, appeared calm 
inside the packed court room.

Free speech and media 
freedom campaigners have also 
decried the US charges against 
Assange. The Committee to 
Protect Journalists said in De-
cember: “For the sake of press 
freedom, Julian Assange must 
be defended.”

 Trump claim 
WikiLeaks initially worked with a 
string of high-profile newspapers 
to publish details from the leaked 
State Department and Pentagon 
files. But after falling out with 
their editors, the site released 
hundreds of thousands of docu-
ments in their original form — 
including the secret identities of 
diplomats and locals who worked 
with the US authorities.

The US Justice Department 

said last May that the “human 
resources” compromised by As-
sange “included local Afghans 
and Iraqis, journalists, religious 
leaders, human rights advocates, 
and political dissidents from re-
pressive regimes”.

In a new twist last week, As-
sange’s defence team claimed US 
President Donald Trump prom-
ised to issue a pardon if Assange 
denied Russia leaked the emails 
of his 2016 election rival’s cam-
paign.

“In August 2017, Donald 
Trump’s administration tried 
to pressure Julian Assange into 
saying things that would be fa-
vourable to President Trump 
himself,” defence coordinator 
BaltasarGarzon said.

“When Julian Assange re-
fused, he was charged and an 
extradition request was issued 
alongside an international arrest 
warrant.”

The White House called the 
allegation “another never-ending 
hoax and total lie” but a judge 
agreed to add it to the case file. 
—AFP     

Assange’s supporters argue that his prosecution was political — and 
personal — from the start.  PHOTO: AFP

French fraud trial opens for ex-premier Fillon
PARIS (France) — Former prime 
minister Francois Fillon goes 
on trial in Paris on Monday over 
claims he embezzled more than 
a million euros in public funds by 
creating a fake job for his wife, a 
scandal that cost him his shot at 
the French presidency in 2017.

Investigators suspect that 
Fillon, 65, hired his Welsh-born 
wife Penelope as his parliamen-
tary assistant between 1998 and 
2013, without having her do any 
actual work.

The allegations that Penelo-
pe, who is also charged in the 
case, was paid up to 10,000 euros 

($10,800) a month for little to no 
work buried Fillon’s presidential 
ambitions and caused his cen-
tre-right Republicans party to 
implode.

With the career politician re-
fusing to stand aside in the 2017 
contest even after being charged, 
many right-wing voters drifted to 
the centrist party of Emmanuel 
Macron.

Fillon has denied the allega-
tions and insisted that Penelope 
— who faces charges including 
complicity in misuse of public 
funds — did real work for him in 
his rural constituency of Sarthe.

But investigators say they 
have found little documentary 
evidence of her efforts.

They have also seized on 
a 2016 newspaper interview in 
which Penelope declares that 
“Until now, I have never got in-
volved in my husband’s political 
life” — echoing a statement she 
made to Britain’s Sunday Tele-
graph in 2007. The Fillons and a 
third defendant, Marc Joulaud, 
who stood in for Fillon in par-
liament when he was a cabinet 
minister and also hired Penelope 
as an assistant, face up to 10 years 
in prison.—AFP     
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                                    Deepest Condolence 
	 U Sien Kyi (@) Cheng Shing Chi
			   Toronto,Canada 
			      Age (74) Years
		  Founder and Senior Consultant
		  Myanmar Oriental Bank(MOB)
We are deeply saddened by the passing of Myanmar 
Oriental Bank’s founder and senior consultant Cheng Shing 
Chi who passed away peacefully on February 19th, 2020.

Board of Directors and Shareholders
Myanmar Oriental Bank

Trump hails ‘exceptional’ 
Modi at huge India rally
AHMEDABAD (India) 
— US President Donald 
Trump got a rapturous and 
romantic welcome to In-
dia on Monday, addressing 
a huge rally and holding 
hands with his wife at the 
Taj Mahal, in a maiden 
official visit big on photo 
opportunities but short on 
concrete results.

Casting a cloud over 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s welcome however, 
a policeman was killed in 
clashes in New Delhi over 
a contentious citizenship 
law hours before the US 
president was due in the 
Indian capital.

In the world’s biggest 
cricket stadium in Modi’s 
home state of Gujarat in 
western India, Trump 
heaped praise on the Indi-
an right-winger as an “ex-
ceptional leader, a great 
champion of India” in 
front of a crowd of around 
100,000.

“America loves India. 
America respects India, 
and America will always be 
faithful and loyal friends to 
the Indian people,” Trump 
told the ecstatic crowd, 
many in Trump-embla-
zoned baseball caps.

Name-checking Bol-
lywood films and Indian 
cricketers, Trump -- with 
an eye on elections in No-
vember -- paid tribute to 
the four-million-strong In-
dian-American diaspora as 
“truly special people”.

“President Trump’s 
visit opens a new chap-

ter in our relationship -- a 
chapter that will document 
the progress and prosperi-
ty of the people of America 
and India,” Modi said.

“The whole world 
knows what President 
Trump has done to fulfil 
the dreams of America.”

Excited spectators 
had queued from 4:00 am 
for the “Namaste Trump” 
rally, reciprocating a 
“Howdy Modi” event in 
Houston last year where 
Trump likened Modi to 
Elvis.

 ‘Tariff king’ 
Workers rushed to finish 
the stadium and erect a 
wall along the route that 
locals said was to hide a 
slum. Stray dogs, cows and 
monkeys were also kept 
away.

“Events like these will 
galvanise people to start 
to cooperate in new initia-
tives,” said Pramit Maako-
day, an Indian-American in 
the stadium.

Before the speech, 
Trump and First Lady Mel-
ania visited independence 
hero Mahatma Gandhi’s 
ashram, where Modi gifted 
him a “see no evil, hear no 
evil, speak no evil” three 
wise monkeys statue.

Later Trump and Mel-
ania — in an off-white jump 
suit and sash alongside 
her husband in a butter-
cup-yellow tie — flew to the 
Taj Mahal for a pre-sunset 
tour before heading to Del-
hi ahead of the main talks 

on Tuesday.
Parts of the Taj Mahal, 

the marble monument to 
love that UNESCO calls 
a “jewel of Muslim art”, 
were given a mud-pack 
facial to remove stains, 
while efforts were made 
to lessen the stench of the 
adjacent river.

Behind the platitudes 
and blossoming bromance 
between the two leaders 
lies a fraught relationship 
as Trump’s “America 
First” drive collides with 
Modi’s “Make in India” 
mantra.

Trump has slapped 
tariffs on Indian steel and 
aluminium and suspend-
ed duty-free access for 
certain goods, prompting 
India to raise duties on US 
produce such as almonds.

Trump has called In-
dia the “tariff king”, and 
said before his visit that 
Asia’s third-largest econ-
omy had been “hitting us 
very, very hard for many, 
many years”.

R a t h e r  t h a n  a 
wide-ranging trade deal, 
reports said Trump and 
Modi may instead sign 
smaller agreements cover-
ing products such as Har-
ley-Davidson motorcycles 
and US dairy products.

“We are in the early 
stages of discussions for 
an incredible trade agree-
ment,” Trump told the 
rally, calling Modi a “very 
tough negotiator”.  “I am in 
no rush,” he told reporters 
later.— AFP     

Trump heaped praise on Modi as an ‘a great champion of India’ in front of a crowd of around 
100,000 at the world’s biggest cricket stadium.  PHOTO:  AFP

Turmoil in Malaysia as 
PM Mahathir resigns

Malaysia’s Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad resignation 
was accepted by the king, but he was asked to stay on as 
interim premier.  PHOTO: AFP

KUALA LUMPUR (Malay-
sia) — Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad resigned Monday 
in a shock move after his 
political allies sought to 
bring down the govern-
ment and block the succes-
sion of leader-in-waiting 
Anwar Ibrahim.

It came after months 
of rising tensions in the 
“Pact of Hope” coalition, 
which stormed to a shock 
victory in 2018 against a 
corruption-plagued gov-
ernment that had ruled 
Malaysia for six decades. 

But there were calls 
for Mahathir, the world’s 
oldest leader at 94, to stay 
in office from allies who 
insisted he had not backed 
the formation of a new gov-
ernment and had quit in 
disgust at the plot. 

The political drama 
began on Sunday when 
Anwar’s rivals from the 
ruling coalition and op-
position politicians held a 
series of meetings around 
Kuala Lumpur, stoking 
speculation a new alliance 
was taking shape. 

That coalition would 
reportedly have excluded 
Anwar, Mahathir’s pre-
sumptive successor and 
a former opposition icon 
who was jailed for years 
on questionable sodomy 
charges, blocking his as-
cent to the premiership.

With the fate of the 

government still uncer-
tain Monday, Mahathir 
submitted his resignation 
to the king. The monarch 
accepted it, but appointed 
him interim leader until 
a new premier is found, 
according to an official 
statement.

Anwar — who has fa-
mously stormy relation-
ship with Mahathir — said 
the premier assured him 
“he played no part” in at-
tempts to form a new gov-
ernment, and was “very 
clear that in no way will 
he ever work with those 
associated with the past 
regime”.

The proposed new co-
alition was reportedly set 
to include the United Ma-
lays National Organisation 
(UMNO) — the party of 
disgraced ex-leader Najib 

Razak, which was ejected 
from office two years ago.

Anwar and Mahathir 
put their differences aside 
and joined forces to take on 
a corruption-plagued gov-
ernment at the 2018 polls. 
Mahathir, who previously 
served as premier from 
1981 to 2003, had made 
a pre-election pledge to 
hand power to Anwar but 
has repeatedly refused to 
fix a date.

Shortly before his 
resignation, Mahathir’s 
Bersatu party quit the rul-
ing coalition and several 
lawmakers resigned from 
Anwar’s party, leaving the 
Pact of Hope in tatters and 
fuelling suggestions efforts 
could be underway to form 
a new alliance.

Mahathir also quit as 
Bersatu chairman. — AFP 

Call Thin Thin May, 09251022355,09974424848
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Men’s national U-19 football team 
leaves for Japan-ASEAN tourney
THE Myanmar men’s nation-
al U-19 football team left for 
Japan late on Sunday evening 
from the Yangon Internation-
al Airport to compete in JE-
NESYS 2019 (Japan-ASEAN 
U-19 Football Tournament).

JENESYS 2019 is sched-
uled to take place from 26 to 29 
February in Kagoshima, Japan. 

U Soe Myat Min is the head 
coach of the men’s national 
U-19 football team. 

The squad includes goal-

keepers Hein Htet Soe and 
Pyae Phyo Thu; defenders 
Sithu Moe Khant, Thet Hein 
Soe, Min Khant Maung, Myo 
Ko Ko Lin, Kaung Khant Kyaw, 
and Saw Htaw Nay Mue; mid-
fielders Kaung Zin Moe, Lwin 
Zaw Maung, Yan Naing Lin, 
Okkar Naing, Thura Aung, Moe 
Swe, Myo and Thura Tun; and 
forwards Pyae Phyo Khaing, 
Nyi Nyi, and Saw Kyaw Ae.     

A total of eight teams di-
vided into two groups — A 

and B — are taking part in the 
Japan-ASEAN U-19 Football 
Tournament 2019.

Myanmar has been placed 
in Group B with Cambodia, Ti-
mor-Leste, and Japanese U-18 
football club Kagoshima United 
FC.  

In the group stage, the 
Myanmar U-19 will compete 
against Kagoshima United on 
26 February, Timor-Leste on 27 
February, and Cambodia on 28 
February. — Kyaw Khin     

AFC Cup 2020: Yangon 
United to play against 
Lao Toyota today
MYANMAR’S Yangon United FC  
will take on Lao Toyota F.C. today 
in the group stage match of the 
AFC Cup 2020, scheduled to be 
held at the Thuwunna Stadium in 
Yangon, according to the Myan-
mar National League’s website. 

This will be the second 
match for Yangon United in 
Group F and will be broadcast 
live on Fox Sports, Pyone Play 
Sports, and Channel 7. 

The match between Yangon 
United and Ho Chi Minh City on 
11 February ended in a 2-2 draw. 
In the remaining Group F match-
es, Yangon United is scheduled 
to play against Hougang United 
on 10 March at the Thuwunna 
Stadium in Yangon and 15 April 
at the Jurong West Stadium in 
Singapore. 

The team will face Ho Chi 

Minh City on 29 April at the 
Thong Nat Stadium in Ho Chi 
Minh City and Lao Toyota on 13 
May at the New Laos National 
Stadium in Vientiane. 

Shan United is representing 
Myanmar in Group H of the AFC 
Cup 2020.

Shan United will play against 
PSM Makassar on 26 February 
at the Gelora Bung Karno Mady 
Stadium in Jakarta. In their first 
match in Group H, the team was 
defeated by Kaya-Iloilo 0-2.

Shan United will go up 
against Tampines Rovers on 
10 March at the Jurong West 
Stadium in Singapore, Kaya-Il-
oilo on 28 April at the Rizal Me-
morial Stadium in Manila, and 
PSM Makassar on 12 May at the 
Thuwunna Stadium in Yangon. 
— Kyaw Khin      

MFF ‘C’ certificate 
coaching course 2020-2021 
opens in Tamway
THE Myanmar Football Feder-
ation (MFF) and the Tamway 
Township Football Association 
jointly launched the MFF ‘C’ cer-
tificate coaching course 2020-
2021 yesterday at the office of the 
football association in Tamway, 
Yangon.

The MFF has been con-
ducting coaching courses, basic 
football skills trainings, refer-
ee courses, and youth football 
festivals in cooperation with 
township football associations 
to encourage Myanmar’s football 
community.  — Kyaw Khin     

Banned Kenyan runner Asbel Kiprop 
to turn to motorsport

Kiprop is a three-time world champion.   PHOTO: AFP

NAIROBI (Kenya) — Suspended 
Kenyan Olympic 1,500 metres 
and three-time world champion 
Asbel Kiprop has announced he 
is turning his back on athletics 
to try his hand at motorsport.

The controversial athlete, 
who is serving a four-year doping 
ban imposed in April 2019 after 
he tested positive for EPO, has 
joined a Nairobi motor-rallying 
academy with the hope of honing 

his motorsport skills.
“I am ready to begin again 

in a sport that doesn’t have dop-
ing conspiracy,” the 30-year-old 
Kiprop, who waged a long battle 
to prove his doping innocence, 
said on Twitter. “I will be patient 
again to be able to be champion. 
I will be climbing this ladder hop-
ing to learn the next game.”

Kiprop is known for being 
a fast driver, resulting in a road 
crash in November 2013 when he 
lost control of his vehicle that left 
him with a few bruises. Kiprop’s 
entry into motorsport comes only 
five months before Kenya wel-
comes the return of the World 
Rally Championship — the Safari 
Rally in July. — AFP     

Messi ‘greatest’ ahead of Maradona, 
says Napoli boss Gattuso

NAPLES (Italy) —  Lionel Messi 
is the “greatest” footballer of all 
time, ahead of even Diego Mara-
dona, Napoli coach Gennaro Gat-
tuso said on Monday ahead of his 
side’s Champions League clash 
with Barcelona.

The 32-year-old Messi scored 
four goals at the weekend in Bar-
celona’s 5-0 win over Eibar and 
has now been involved in more 
than 1,000 goals in his career, 
scoring 696 and assisting another 
306. Gattuso was quick to praise 
Messi, comparing the Barca star 
to Napoli legend Maradona.

“He’s the greatest and an 
example for everyone,” said Gat-
tuso ahead of the sides’ last-16 
first leg on Tuesday.

“He never says anything in-

appropriate. He does things that 
only exist on the Playstation, un-
thinkable things.

“But I saw him (Maradona) 
on VHS, or DVD. I never saw him 
up close, at a stadium.

“I know the champion he was 
and I know I missed something 
wonderful. I regret it. Today I see 
Messi doing things that Marado-
na was doing.”

Napoli captain Lorenzo In-
signe was not so keen to accept 
that Messi has reached greater 
heights than 1986 World Cup win-
ner Maradona. “Messi is the best 
in the world today,” said Insigne. 
“But for us Neapolitans, Marado-
na is everything and I don’t want 
to compare them. Maradona is 
sacred.”— AFP     

Players and coaches from Myanmar men’s national U-19 football team pose for a group photo at the Yangon 
International Airport before they leave for Japan on 23 February.   PHOTO: MNL


