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STATE Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi has called for busi-
nessmen to show their strength
and unity with the government
and the people by helping with
the rehabilitation and resettle-
ment efforts in Rakhine State.

Her remarks came at a
ceremony at the National Rec-
onciliation and Peace Centre in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday to accept
cash donations from the coun-
try’s businessmen for the Union
Enterprise for Humanitarian As-
sistance, Resettlement and De-
velopment in Rakhine (UEHRD),
an organisation she chairs.

She called on the business-
men to give advice to the Union
Government for the economic
development of Rakhine State,
saying that “ Our main strength
is cooperation”.

Rehabilitation is a social and
political need, she said.

While denouncing the de-
struction in the conflict areas
in northern Rakhine State, the
State Counsellor warned that
consequences come after unlaw-
ful actions in a country.

SEE PAGE-3

Saturday, 21 October 2017

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi chats with businessmen yesterday at a ceremony to accept donation for Rakhine State. PHOTO; MNA

LOCAL BUSINESS
Myanmar-India trade from
Tamu border decreased by
$19 mn thisFY
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LOCAL BUSINESS
Myanmar, Vietnam
ink MoU to promote
cooperation in real
estate sector
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Verification cards issued in Rakhine

STAFF from the Rakhine State
Immigration and Population de-
partment have issued National
Verification Cards to over 2,600
people from Shwe Zar north,
west and middle villages over
the past two months.

After the attacks of extrem-
ists from the Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army (ARSA) on 25 Au-
gust in the Maungtaw region, a
team led by the head of the State
Immigration and Manpower
department began the process
for issuing national verification
cards (NVCs), which is one of the
programmes being implement-

ed to improve Rakhine State’s
development.

The staff from the depart-
ment divided into groups and
checked and recorded eye
scans and fingerprints to is-
sue NVCs to over 2,600 people
from Shwe Zar north, west and
middle villages. More recently,
from 12 to 17 October, NVCs for
56 men, 27 women, a total of
83 and NID for 66 men and 34
women, total of 100 were scru-
tinized and issued.

The NVC and NID (biom-
etric) works will continue, it is
learnt—Myanmar News Agency

Immigration officials work on issuing National Verification Cards to
locals in northern Rakhine State. PHOTO: MNA
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Pyithu Hluttaw

274 Pyithu Hluttaw 6%
regular session holds its
3'4 day meeting

THE 2nd Pyithu Hluttaw 6th reg-
ular session’s 3" day meeting
was held at 10 am yesterday and
6 queries were replied to and a
bill tabled.

Responding to a question
by Dr. U Hla Moe of Aungmyay-
thazan constituency on the pro-
cess and management of the
President’s education award
and how the public is informed
about it, Deputy Minister for
Education U Win Maw Tun said
the President’s education award
was started in fiscal year 2015-
2016 and 117 were awarded. Of
the 117, 33 were awarded with
a scholarship from People’s
Republic of China and 84 were
selected for a President’s edu-
cation award. One was unable
to gain entrance to the graduate
course of study and only 83 were
presented the President’s edu-
cation award. The President’s
education award group provided
tuition, board and lodging fees
and health insurance to winners
and in fiscal year 2015-2016, they
were provided with Ks.3.486 bil-
lion. In fiscal year 2016-2017, 79
award winners remain in mas-

ter’s and doctorate courses and
were continued to be provided
with financial support. The 79
were provided with financial
support in 2017-2018 and the
estimated yearly financial sup-
port provided was earmarked
at Ks4.888 billion. Additionally,
the President’s education award
estimated at Ks6.517 billion was
also earmarked for 80 outstand-
ing teachers and staff who were
providing their services in teach-
ing post-graduate master’s and
doctorate courses that the coun-
try needed.

Currently, the President’s
education award is being re-
named as the national scholar-
ship award, for which a national
scholarship selection committee
was formed. The national schol-
arship award is presented with
the aim of nurturing qualified
new-generation leaders who can
participate in various sectors of
state construction, and MOUs
were being prepared and signed
with international universities.
Arrangements were being made
to present national scholarship
awards to attend master’s and

doctorate courses of study.

Once the detailed selec-
tion processes are drawn up,
requirements of the applicants
and selection criteria will be
posted on the Ministry of Ed-
ucation official website and an
announcement will be made in
government newspapers. Trans-
parent arrangements such as
announcing selected applicants
will be conducted, the Deputy
Minister said.

Inresponse to a question by
Daw Khin Hnin Thit of Padaung
constituency on plans to system-
atically promote demonstrators,
assistant lecturers, lecturers
and professors assigned in uni-
versities and colleges according
to regulation, Deputy Minister U
Win Maw Tun said promotion of
teachers in universities and col-
leges are conducted according to
public servant rules, instructions
issued by the Union Civil Service
Board as well as being based on
work experience, service and set
criteria of the higher education
department. Transfers by rank
and positions are conducted
annually according to rules and

Dr. U Hla Moe of Aungmyethazan
constituency.

regulations and promotions are
made whenever there are availa-
ble positions in the organisation.
Equal opportunities are provided
to all who are qualified, without
any favoritism.

The Deputy Minister then
answered a question from Dr.
U Aung Khin of Pyin Oo Lwin
constituency on plans to open
an Associate Government Tech-
nical Institute (AGTD to con-
duct vocational training and
create work opportunities for
those with experience in Pyin
0o Lwin automobile technology
research compound. There was
also a question by U Myint Lwin
of Twantay constituency on plans
to teach history as a compulsory
subject from the primary to the
doctorate level and a question by
U Thet Naung of Lahe constitu-
ency on plans to upgrade schools

U Win Maw Tun, Deputy Minister
for Education.

in Lahe Township.

Next, U Aye Naing of Da-
gon Myothit (South) constituen-
cy and the secretary of natural
resources and environmental
conservation committee tabled a
bill on protecting and conserving
wildlife, forest and fauna.

Afterwards Pyithu Hluttaw
Bill Committee member Sai
Phoe Myat of Muse constituency
read a bill committee report on
protection and conservation of
wildlife, forest, fauna and natural
habitat.

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint then announced that
Hluttaw representatives who
want to amend the bill on pro-
tecting and conserving wildlife,
forest and fauna to register their
names indicating the clause, sub
clause and subject to be amend-
ed.—Myanmar News Agency l

2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 6% regular session 3' day meeting

IN the 2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 6th
regular session 3" day meet-
ing held yesterday morning at
Amyotha Hluttaw meeting hall,
amotion was debated and three
asterisk-marked questions were
asked and answered.

Dr. Sai Hsai Kyauk Sam of
Shan State constituency 6 raised
aquestion on plans to administer
the HIN1 influenza virus vaccine
and Union Minister for Health
and Sports Dr. Myint Htwe re-
plied that H1N1 is a seasonal
influenza that occurs worldwide
and is an epidemic in some coun-
tries. Whether the illness is wide-
spread or localised is dependent
upon the knowledge of the peo-
ple and the effectiveness of the
ministry’s conduct. Local and
foreign businesses also helped in
controlling HIN1. It takes about
two weeks after vaccination for
antibodies to develop in the body

Amotha Hlutta isbeing Conveed in Nay Tw n 20 October 2017. Pl-l'l‘O: MNA

and provide protection against
influenza virus infection. Preven-
tion and control of HIN1 is large-
ly dependent on the conduct of
the people rather than relying on
the vaccine. Emphasis should be
placed on people’s cooperation
and understanding of the virus
rather than on the vaccine, the
Union Minister said.

Densely populated areas are
liable to spread the infection more
and thus it isn't effective to ad-
minister the vaccine in sparsely
populated area such as Kengtung.
It is for this reason why vacci-
nations were not conducted in
Kengtung. However, vaccinations
were given in townships that are
likely to be exposed to the virus.

o] p—

Vaccinations were given only to
expecting mothers and children
from the ages of 3 months to one
year. There were 14 patients from
Kengtung, Mongyawng, Tachilek,
Mongton, and Monghsat town-
ships who underwent treatment
for seasonal influenza and two
patients from Kengtung and one
from the Mongyawng area who

were infected with HIN1. There
were no fatalities from the vi-
rus and all were eventually dis-
charged from the hospital. About
4,500 doses of the vaccine were
obtained via donations. Ifthere are
tobe vaccinations administered in
Kengtung, it will be conducted by
Shan State Health Department in
end October or early November,
the Union Minister said.

Next, a question from U
Kyaw Ni Naing of Shan State
constituency 11 on constructing
a district-level modern sports
ground in Laukkai Township
and a question from U Tet Tun
Aung of Rakhine State constitu-
ency 2 on upgrading the village
sub health station into a village
health station in Pyinetaung Vil-
lage were answered by Union
Minister for Health and Sports
Dr. Myint Htwe.—Myanmar
News Agency m
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State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi together with the country’s businessmen for the UEHRD pose for a documentary photo in Nay Pyi Taw on 20 October. PHOTO: MNA

Development in Rakhine requires cooperation

FROM PAGE-1

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
urged the businessmen to op-
erate in a new economic mach-
anism, pledging that her ad-
ministration would encourage
competition among the business-
es in Rakhine in implementing

the rehabilitation, resettlement
and development project.

The effort in Rakhine State
could be considered the pilot
project for concurrent dual im-
plementation of peace and de-
velopment.

In her concluding remarks,

State Counsellor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi called for unity among
the government, the people and
the businessmen for the success
of the project in Rakhine State as
part of efforts for laying down a
foundation for the Union.

Total donations at the cere-

mony yesterday reached K17.7
billion.

The ceremony was also
attended by Union Minister U
Kyaw Tint Swe, Deputy Minister
U Min Thu, U Khin Maung Tin,
Chief Coordinator of UEHRD
Dr Aung Tun Thet, Information

and Communications Director U
Kyaw Myaing and other officials.

Bank accounts at Ay-
eyawady Bank, KBZ Bank and
CB Bank for public contribution
to the project will be announced
soon, it was learnt.—Myanmar
News Agency H

Coordination
meeting held
to launch
MyanmarSat 2
in June 2019

LEADING committee on estab-
lishing satellite system held its
third coordination meeting in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday, discuss-
ing preparation for the task.

Vice President U Myint Swe
said in his capacity as the chair-
man of the committee that a joint
ownership system would be used
when the country used its own
satellite system MyanmarSat-2
which is expected to launch in
June 2019.

Furthermore, it is in the
course of discussion to be able
to launch MyanmarSat 2 under
joint ownership system at the
cost of about US$ 155.7 million
and the said amount is to pay
in 10 installments, according to
the meeting.

The expense is agreed to be
settled in 2018-19 FY and 2019-20
FY. MyanmarSat 2 can be put in
service starting from June 2019.

There are three ways that
were mentioned in the previous
meetings, for Myanmar to be
able to establish State-owned

3888 Rhogosboopbeantas
S1as0oEe0riedd

Vice President U Myint Swe addresses the meeting of leading committee on establishing satellite system in
Nay Pyi Taw on 20 October 2017. PHOTO: MYANMAR NEWS AGENCY

satellite system. The first way is
tolease the use of satellite tran-
sponder of another country and
pay for it. That system is known
as Condosat.

“The second method is joint
ownership system and the third
method is total ownership sys-
tem. The second method that
the Union Minister for Trans-
port and Communications has
indicated in the second meet-
ing will be employed. For the
time being, the MyanmarSat 1
is used on lease,” said the Vice
President.

Sub-committee for legal
and regulatory affairs needs to
check and manage not to get
grievances in our side. The In-

defeasible Right of Use (IRU)
of the Transponder shall be put
as an irrevocable provision in
the contract.

According to the 1st meeting
of the sub-committee for leasing
the State-owned Satellite Tran-
sponder held on 29 September
2017, It is known that MPT has
already proposed to lease addi-
tional 72 MHZ besides Myanmar
Communications Enterprise
could have fully rented C-band
Transponder 252 MHZ out of the
Transponders of Condosat that is
the system of leasing the satellite
transponders and is currently
being used. However, the use
of KU-band transponder is still
scarce, so it is necessary to try

to lease more KU-band.

From MyanmarSat 2 six
C-band transponders and six
KU-band will be secured. 432
MHZ from C-band and 432 MHZ
from Ku-band, 864 MHZ in total
will be gained. It will ensure the
beneficial result only when the
all MHZ can be put in service.
For that target the respective
ministry has to seek market in
cooperation with private sector.

In his concluding remarks,
Vice President has called on the
ministries which are currently
using the foreign satellite tran-
sponders to hire the Myanmar-
Sat-2 when their contracts with
foreign firms are expired.— My-
anmar News Agency B

Myanmar
delegation
attends 137th
Assembly of Inter-
Parliamentary
Union

A Myanmar delegation led by
Deputy Speaker of Pyithu Hlut-
taw U T Khun Myat arrived back
Yangon yesterday after attend-
ing the 137th Assembly of In-
ter-Parliamentary Union in St.
Petersburg, Russia.

The delegation left Yangon
for Russian on 13 October to
attend the assembly at the in-
vitation of the Chairman of the
Federal Assembly of the Rus-
sian Federation, the Chairman
of State Duma and the Chairman
of the Inter-Parliamentary Or-
ganizations.

U T Khun Myat also deliv-
ered a speech on the Myanmar’s
government policy with the title
“Promoting cultural pluralism
and peace though inter-faith
and inter-ethnic dialogue” at
the Assembly held from 14 to
18 October.

He also clarified the ground
situation happened in northern
Rakhine State of Myanmar.—
Myanmar News Agency B
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Drinking water project in Dala
Township to be finalised by 2018

A PROJECT to supply ade-
quate amounts of drinking wa-
ter in Yangon’s Dala Township
is estimated to be finalised by
2018, according to the Yangon
City Development Committee.
Dr. Aung Ko Oo, assistant
director of YCDC’s Health
Department, said the current
project is being implemented
in seven sites of the township
in cooperation with Asia Green
Development Bank with the
aim of ending the town’s annual
water shortage problem.
According to a report of
the Myawady Daily, the town
dwellers yearly experience a
lack of sufficient available wa-
ter resources to meet the water
needs within the region. They
chiefly rely on lakes and ponds
for their drinking water. A lo-
cal study shows that the water
quality of the lakes is not suit-
able for use as drinking water.
Water-related health problems

el i
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are said to occur because of low
quality of the water.

The YCDC has yet to set
the exact date to officially final-
ise the project, but concerted

People line up to fetch drinking water in Dala Township, Yangon Region.

efforts have been made by the
implementers to finish the plan
as quickly as possible, Dr. Aung
Ko Oo said.

He went on to say that ma-

PHOTO: AYE MIN SOE

chine maintenance training and
courses on management of the
water supply will also be given to
the residents before the project
is completed —GNLM =

Bamboo growers in Shan State reap healthy
profits prior to Tazaungdaing festival

BAMBOO growers in Shan
State reaped decent profits for
their products in the domestic
market before the Tazaung-
daing festival that will be held
the last week of this month, ac-
cording to the Myawady Daily.

As the Tazaungdaing fes-
tival of light draws near; retail-
ers from around the country

come to Taunggyi, the capital of
southern Shan State, which is
famous for its annual Tazaung-
daing lighting festival. The festi-
val also hosts an average of 800
shops per year.

The festival is scheduled to
take place between 26 October
and 4 November in Taunggyi
on a grand scale. Construction

of shops has already begun in
the days prior to the event. The
sellers usually use bamboo and
related products as the major
construction material for their
shops. That is why this kind of
forest product is in high de-
mand in local market.

Based on size and quality,
prices for a bamboo pole are

between Ks250 and Ks1,000,
while bamboo matting is sold
for Ks800-Ks2,000.

They obtain bamboo
produced from Kyauktalone,
Naungka and Hamse villages.
Bamboo is used to make mar-
ketable retail products such as
beds, chairs and other furni-
ture.—GNLM =

10,000-acre mangrove
forests to be designated
as protected forests

PLANS are underway to des-
ignate 10,000 acres of man-
grove forest along the coast-
line of the Gulf of Mottama
as protected public forests,
according to Yangon Region
Forest Department.

A report of the Myawady
Daily’s Friday edition said
that the project will cover
mangrove forests cultivated
in Kyauktan, Khayan, Thoneg-
wa and Kawhmu townships
in Yangon, and those forests
along the coastline of the Gulf
of Mottama.

Yangon Region gov-
ernment approved the new
scheme to establish protected
public forests and the majority
of residents agreed to imple-
ment the plan. The plan will
start after making geograph-
ical measurements in the pro-
ject areas.

A total of 2,282 acres of
mangrove forests and protect-
ed forests have been estab-
lished in Thanlyin, Kyauktan
and Kungyangon townships
in Yangon.

Myanmar has the

Mangrove forests along the coastline of the Gulf of Mottama to be
designated as the protected public forests. PHOTO: AYE MIN SOE

third-largest mangrove forest
coverage in Asia and seventh
in the world. The country, with
a total coastline of 2,832km, has
mangrove forests covering an

area of 5,029 square metres, ac-
counting for 3.3 per cent of the
total area in the world, accord-
ing to the 2010 World Mangrove
Atlas. —GNLM =
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Houses seen in Yangon. PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR

Myanmar, Vietnam ink MoU to promote
cooperation in real estate sector

MYANMAR and Vietnam have
reached a memorandum of un-
derstanding in Hanoi, the cap-
ital of Vietnam, on promoting
cooperation and investment in
the real estate sector, accord-
ing to a Friday report of the
Myawady Daily.

Since 2016, the Myanmar
Real Estate Services Associ-
ation has signed MoUs with
Singapore, Thailand, the Phil-
ippines, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Laos and Vietnam, said Daw
Moh Moh Aung, the gener-
al-secretary of Myanmar Real
Estate Services Association.

The signing of the MoU

aims to ensure that Myanmar’s
property laws are similar to
those in other ASEAN coun-
tries. A property bill has been
submitted to the Upper House
and Lower House. Myanmar
will hold discussions with ex-
perts from Thailand and Singa-
pore to ensure the emergence
of property bill.

Foreign investors are be-
ginning to become interested
in the Myanmar real estate
sector, but the country does
not have adequate or compat-
ible laws and bylaws pertaining
to the property sector, officials
said.

“Currently, the proper-
ty sector is facing a market
downturn. Those involved in
the property sector will get a
licence when the property law
emerges. Thanks to this, the
property market is predicted
to develop and the sector is
likely to see an influx of foreign
investors,” said Daw Moh Moh
Aung.

“Another point is Myan-
mar’s tax rates are a bit higher
than those in other countries.
The association has sent its
suggestions to authorities in
order to reduce higher tax
rates,” she added.—GNLM

Myanmar-India trade from Tamu
border decreased by $19 mn this FY

MYANMAR-India border
trade as of 6 October totalled
US$34.587 million, a decrease
of over $19 million matched
against the same period last
year, according to the Com-
merce Ministry’s latest report.

From 1 April through 6
October, the country exported
$27.392 mn worth of commodi-
ties to its second-largest neigh-
bor, while bilateral imports
reached $7.195 mn in total. Both
imports and exports declined in

value over the first half of this
fiscal year.

Although trade between
the two countries from the
Tamu border trade camp de-
clined by over $20 mn in value,
bilateral trade value through
the Reed border station showed
a slight increase of $1.895 mn.

According to official sta-
tistics of the ministry, this time
last year, total border trade of
the two nations amounted to
$53.623 mn.

Myanmar mainly trades
with India through the Tamu
and Reed border trade camps.
The country exports ginger,
saffron, turmeric, bay leaves
and other kinds of fruits and
vegetables, plus human hair,
fishery and forest products to
the neighbouring country. It
imports medicines, oil-cakes,
electronic products, cotton
yarn, non-alloy steel and other
construction materials.—Shwe
Khine
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New garment factory in Sittway

A garment factory was officially
opened in Sittway yesterday that
will create up to 80 jobs for local
women and hopefully fuel the
development of Rakhine State.

The opening ceremony of
the Khaing Pyi Soe garment fac-
tory was held at the frontage of
the factory in Sat Yoe Kya Ward,
Sittway yesterday morning.

In the ceremony, Rakhine
State Chief Minister U Nyi Pu,
State High Court Chief Judge
U Kyauk, Deputy Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement U Soe Aung and state
ministers, departmental staff,
town elders, representatives
from social organizations and
invited guests attended.

Rakhine State Social Affairs
Minister Dr Chan Tha, Union
Minister for Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement U Aung
Soe and Daw Saw Theingi Tun,
Managing Director of GLORI-
OUS SAW Co. opened the gar-
ment factory by cutting a ribbon.
Rakhine State Chief Minister U
Nyi Pu then unveiled the sign-
board of the factory by pressing
a button.

This is the second garment
factory to be opened in Sittway
in recent months.

The Rakhine State Chief
Minister said that youths in Ra-
khine State, including Sittway,
will gain more job opportuni-
ties as a result of the factory’s
opening. If job opportunities
will be developed in the State,
the State's development will in-
crease year by year. The Rakhine
State government will work to
develop industries and factories

N

more and more, he said.

Afterwards, the Managing
Director of Glorious Saw Co.
spoke briefly about the work-
ings of the new garment factory.

Then, the State Chief Min-
ister; the Deputy Minister, State
ministers and attendees toured
the factory.

The managing director of
the new factory said the State’s
help is essential in helping to
spur manufacturing in the re-
gion.

"The garment factory
was opened for young women
in Rakhine State to get more
jobs and to develop the state.
It aims for Rakhine women to
get jobs. But it is impossible to
do on my own only. It requires
assistance and encouragement

Pyi Soe garment factory in Sittway. PHOTO: MNA

of the State government." said
Daw Saw Theingi Tun, the man-
aging director.

“Iwill meet women in relief
camps and share knowledge.
As I'm a designer, I will impart
to them my skills. When they
finish the course, outstanding
ladies will get a sewing machine
free of charge. For others who
want to work in the factory, I
will manage for them to get a
job with a salary."

For the workers, being able
towork close to home has made
life easier.

"Before, I have worked at
afactory in South Dagon, Yan-
gon Region where I got good
salary. But it is more conven-
ient working in my own region
and living together with my

family. Now, people who were
working at factories in Yan-
gon came and worked in this
factory. There are two facto-
ries in Sittway, yet. The state
government should perform to
open more garment factories
in Rakhine State like that. I
also would like to inform young
men and women who are work-
ing in more developed parts of
the country that factories and
industries had been opened in
Rakhine State," said Ma Tan
Soe, who is working at the
factory from Pauktaw village,
Kyauktaw Township.

The Khaing Pyi Soe gar-
ment factory is the second fac-
tory in Sittway and will appoint
up to 80 employees. —Tin Tun,
Win Min Soe (IPRD)

Work on construction of new houses in N-Rakhine launched

RAKHINE State Government
started work on construction of
houses for ethnic Mro villagers
and Muslim villagers in Maung-
taw yesterday.

The project for construction
of 50 houses at the ethnic Mro
Village of Kainggyi was com-
menced with a stake driving by
Chief Minister of Rakhine State
U Nyi Pu.

Speaking at the ceremony,
U Nyi Pu pledged on behalf of
the government to work for all-
round development including up-
grading of transportation, power
supply, education and healthcare
services in northern Rakhine,
encouraging the ethnic villag-
ers to start a new life with new
houses while preserving their

Rakhine State Chief Minister drives a stake into the ground to mark
the launching of the construction project. PHOTO: MNA

traditional culture.

Following the ceremony,
the dignitaries went to the Is-
lamic village of Pantawpyin to
launch the construction of 22
houses for the villagers.

At a meeting with the vil-
lagers, Chief Minister U Nyi Pu
has urged the locals to cooper-
ate with the state government
and to follow the rule of law in
order to bring peace and sta-

bility to the area.

Deputy Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
Dr. Soe Aung, Minister of Elec-
tricity, Industry and Transpor-
tation, Daw Nilar Kyaw, State
Minister for Social Affairs Dr.
Chan Thar and officials from
respective departments were
part of the delegation.

The Rakhine Chief Minis-
ter also drove a stake into the
ground to mark the launching
of the construction project for
the Muslim villagers.

In the evening, the Chief
Minister and delegation met with
township officials and discussed
about the ongoing projects be-
ing implemented in Rakhine
State—Myanmar News Agency

Appointment of
Head of Service
Organization

THE President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar has
confirmed U Soe Lin Han, Di-
rector-General of the Planning
and Administrative Department,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
expiry of the one-year probation
period—MNA

700 Muslim
villagers depart
to neighbouring
country

ABOUT 700 Muslims from Buthi-
daung and Maungtaw Townships
arrived near Layyinpyankwin
beach between Maungtaw Town-
ship Panyaungpingyi Village and
Ywathit Kay Village in recent
days in preparation for departure
to Bangladesh, despite officials
trying to persuade them to return
to their own villages.

The villagers said they
wished to go to the neighbouring
country and departed toward the
beach between the mouths of the
Hmowin and Gawduthara creeks.

On 16 October, 513 Muslim
villagers from Bawli Village,
Pyaingtaung Village, Thane
Taung Pyin Village, Phayapyin
Aungpa village and Phayone-
chaung Village from Buthidaung
Township arrived near Layyinp-
yankwin beach while 198 Muslim
villagers came from Sein Nyin
Pya Village, making up a total of
711 gathered between Panyaung-
pingyi Village and Ywathit Kay
Village. They said they wanted
to go to Bangladesh because of
difficult livelihoods and health
care situations. They also added
that there were no threats made
against them and no houses were
burnt in their respective villages.
Relatives from the other country
rented boats to fetch them and
they left their villages fearing
attacks from terrorists.

Authorities told them of ar-
ranging cars to transport them
back to their villages and to pro-
vide food and medicine, but they
said they wanted to go to another
country.

Six households consisting
a total of 41 from Buthidaung
Township Kondaing village tract
Maungnama village and Nan-
yakone village tract Maungnama
Pale Taung village, were found at
Taungbadaka Village departing
toward Bangladesh were sent
back to their villages on 16 Oc-
tober—Myanmar News Agency
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Leadership Seminar for Tech Age Girls Myanmar, Library Award Ceremony held

Dr. Pe Myint, Union Minister
for Information, addressed a
seminar yesterday on Leader-
ship Seminar for Tech Age Girls
Myanmar and a ceremony for
“Beyond Access Innovative Li-
brary Award” was held at the
Inya Lake Hotel in Yangon.

At the ceremony, Dr. Thant
Thaw Kaung, executive director
of Myanmar Book Aid and Pres-
ervation Foundation, explained
the background of the foundation
and the emergence of “Tech Age
Girls Myanmar Project.”

“The Ministry of Infor-
mation is performing the task
of increasing the number of
books and readers. The Myan-
mar Book Aid and Preserva-
tion Foundation are carrying
out the tasks of making read-
ers read more and developing
libraries. The Ministry of In-
formation is co-operating by
signing an MoU for libraries
under the Ministry to acquire
aids on news and information
and for the acquisition of the
internet to fully acquire news
and information. Libraries are
being changed into community

20" October 2017
Inya Lake Hotel, Yangon

Union Minister Dr Pe Myint and officials pose for photo together with winners of the Beyond Access
Innovative Library Award at Inya Lake Hotel in Yangon. PHOTO: MNA

centres, and arrangements for
holding literary talks are un-
derway. Besides literary talks
consisting of one representative
from the Region and State Hlut-
taw, one from the government,
a technician and a scholar each
from civil society have also been
arranged to be held. It is being
implemented with a view to
becoming a community centre
open to all, and for developing

the habits of arguing, criticising
and discussing national affairs
with authorities concerned. Si-
multaneously, the Ministry is
carrying out to form libraries
as developed and qualified ones
which can fulfill the needs of
the people, in co-operation with
Myanmar Book Aid. A total of
45 co-operations such as work-
shops on libraries, seminars be-
tween librarians, ICT training

for librarians, leadership train-
ing, and training for knowledge
and skills on mobile news and
information have already been
conducted. In combination with
Myanmar Book Aid, efforts are
being made to develop public
libraries in districts and town-
ships as community centres
where the public can assemble
and meet. For modernisation
of public libraries, the Ministry

will co-operate with any organi-
sations with same destination.”

Following that, Dr Aung Na-
ing Soe, director-general of the
basic education department and
representatives from IREX, Mi-
crosoft and Ooredoo Myanmar
gave speeches in honour of the
occasion.

Daw Myat San Nyein, pro-
ject manager of Beyond Access
Myanmar, announced the names
of prize winners, with Dr. Aung
Naing Soe, Dr. Thant Thaw
Kaung and Daw Myat San Nye-
in presenting prizes, followed
by clarifications concerning the
project by the project manager
of Tech Age Girls Myanmar.

Prize winner Ma Ei Ei Phyu
then spoke of her experiences
from the Tech Age Girls Pro-
gramme and Dr. Thant Thaw
Kaung gave presents.

Libraries are being changed
from community libraries to
community centres. With a view
to producing female leaders in
villages and wards in the tech-
nology age, the Tech Age Girls
Programme was launched in
2016.—Myanmar News Agency l

17th ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Science and Technology held

tesom

At the 17th ASEAN Ministerial
Meeting on Science and Tech-
nology held at 9 am yesterday
at the Myanmar International
Convention Centre -2 in Nay
Pyi Taw, Dr Myo Thein Gyi, the
Union Minister said, “Myanmar
is taking active participation in
the sectors of science and tech-
nology for sustainable economic
development in the region. Our
leaders of the State have already
said that co-operations will be
able to be upgraded in respective
spheres by helping in the sectors
of science, technology and inno-
vations. In lifting up the co-oper-
ation of aligned countries so as
toincrease unity among ASEAN
nations and innovations in 2025,
Myanmar will take active part.”

In addition, HE Dr Cham

Opening Ceremony
The 17" ASEAN Ministarial Maating on
Science and Technology i
(AMMST-1T)

Union Minister Dr Myo Thein Gyi delivers an address at the 17th ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting on Science and Technology. PHOTO: MNA

Prasidh, Senior Minister, Min-
istry of Industry and Handcraft,
Cambodia gave an honorary
speech.

At the meeting, agreements
had been achieved to help by
implementing SMEs in the re-
gion under prioritization order

through the approval of final draft
of declaration on ASEAN innova-
tions to be accepted by ASEAN
nations, approval of 12 proposals
tobe spent from ASEAN science,
technology and innovation fund,
building up ASEAN nuclear and
synchrotron website and ASEAN

website on research of safety;, ap-
proval of ASEAN centre for data
on water and weather and by per-
forming all inclusive development
in equality.

Following that, those pres-
ent at the meeting acknowledged
ASEAN-India Training Program
on Research and ASEAN—India
introducing the programme on
research and development, in-
creasing ASEAN—India science
and technology development
fund from US $ 1 million to 5
million, approval of ASEAN—
Russia science, technology and
innovation project 2016—2025,
implementation of the scholar-
ship program on ASEAN—US
science and technology with the
management of ASEAN Founda-
tion, ASEAN youths scientist and

technician award, ASEAN sci-
ence and technology outstanding
award, ASEAN Service Award,
Da Vinci award and scholar-
ship award of the Centre for
ASEAN +3 science outstanding
award and ASEAN—US science
award for women.

After the meeting, Union
Minister and representatives
from ASEAN countries inspect-
ed around the exhibition of ASE-
AN science, technology and inno-
vation exhibited in the Myanmar
International Convention Center.

In the afternoon, Dr Myo
Thein Gyi hosted a luncheon to
the Ministers and Deputy Minis-
ters, high-ranking officials, ASE-
AN deputy secretary general and
responsible officials.—Myanmar
News Agency ®

Guns and drugs seized in Buthidaung and Maungtaw

AUTHORITIES seized stimu-
lant pills worth a total of Ks2.88
billion and four hand-made guns
in Maungtaw and Buthidaung
townships in three separate in-
cidents this week.

On Tuesday, acting on a
tip-off, security forces stopped
a HiJet vehicle on the road of
Ward 5 in Maungtaw driven by

Nyi Nyi, 22 from Weithale Vil-
lage in Maungtaw, and seized
487,500 WY stimulant pills worth
Ks97.5 million. On Wednesday,
authorities seized 955,500 stimu-
lant tablets worth Ks1.91 billion
from a Nissan vehicle driven by
Min Aung Naing with two men
on board. The two passengers
were arrested, but the driver

Min Aung Naing fled.

In a third incident, local
police found four hand-made,
13-inch long short guns and a
black ski mask in Sar Khaing
Ale Village in Buthidaung. The
investigation into the incidents
is ongoing at Taung Bazarr Po-
lice Station.—Myanmar News
Agency m

Trade value via Maungtaw border
check point to exceed target

TRADE value at Maungtaw bor-

der check post is expected to
exceed its target of US 6million
this 2017-2018 Fiscal Year.

The trade has returned to
normality since October 14 fol-
lowing attacks by ARSA extrem-
ist terrorists.

“The trade value reached
more than US$ 5 million before
the terrorist attacks on 24th Au-
gust, so it is expected the trade
value can exceed in November,”
said U Cho Htwe, an official of
the Maungtaw Trade Camp.—
Thant Zin Win B
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We wish to live:

By Khin Maung Oo

ECURITY plays an important
role for a country and its people.
As regards security, there should
not be one iota of threat which
causes fear and worry for a country and
among those living in the country. Due to
the news item about seizure of weapons at
Nay Pyi Taw airport and its related news,
worries and criticisms are increasingly
rising up among our people, it is learnt.
When the news of seizure of 21
modern weapons was added to the wor-
ries over the inhumane attacks of ARSA
extremist terrorists which took place
in northern Rakhine State, undeniably
there have been a lot of worries and
criticisms in the country. We also heard

on July 19 that 21 automatic firearms
to be sent to Mandalay were seized in
Thazi. On 5th October as well, 10000
units of detonators which are used in
exploding bombs were seized being
carried via Chin State. Similarly, a total
of 40000 detonators were found in a car
which was stopped and searched in
Kalaywa Township nearby the Myan-
mar-India border on 16th October. They
were said to have been sued.

Illegally possessed weapons can
kill people and threaten regional securi-
ty. Criminal possession and carriage of
weapons are outlawed. Illegal weapons
that are possessed with a view to com-
mit a crime, launching armed attacks
or shooting at random are outlawed.
That being so any kind of behavior and

deeds which are potential risks for the
people must be sought for and protect-
ed.

At present, all nations have fears
and worries over the danger of armed
extremist terrorists. Thus they are
taking precautions so as not to be infil-
trated by these destructive elements by
heightening the security precautions.
Despite these efforts breaches of secu-
rity occurred even in advanced nations
of the world said to be equipped with
cutting-edge security systems, claim-
ing many innocent lives. We must take
lesson from these events.

Generally, extremist terrorists
illegally possess and use explosives and
modern firearms. But very recently
due to the random attacks made with

N peace and security

modern weapons, a mass shooter killed
60 people and nearly 500 were injured in
Las Vegas.

In Myanmar, nobody apart from
national security forces has a right to
possess firearms. Anyone who holds
ordinary lethal weapons such as knives,
sticks or rods, not to mention automatic
guns and firearms in public places can
be arrested. We already have such a
law. It must be more serious and pun-
ishable to hold modern weapons. Only
if criminal possession of weapons can
be effectively wiped out in accord with
rules and laws with security conscious-
ness and awareness in our minds, will
our people be able to live in the country
with rule of law, being free from wor-
ries. ®

By Htun Tin Htun

TRENGTH lies within the body
(country) and outside the body
(country) as well and wish-to-
do, work hard, will and wisdom
are four important and great foundation
and united strengths and powers for
winning the great results and ultimate
happiness. The five national objectives
for the celebration of the 70th Inde-
pendence Day 2018 are: to safeguard
and protect the non-disintegration of
the Union, non-disintegration of the
National Solidarity and Perpetuation of
Sovereignty by the entire ethnic people;
to work hard for emergence of a con-
stitution which meets the democratic
norms and can guarantee a democratic
federal union; to make more efforts for
implementation of the peace process;
to reach the goal of “eternal peace”
through political dialogue by cooper-
ating between all national races of the
Union with the Union Government and
to work hard for promoting the private
sector which is the driving force for the
country’s economy and to be able to
boost the socio-economy of the people.
Right understanding, right thought,
right speech, right action, right live-
lihood, right effort, right mindfulness
and right concentration are eight in
one unique path leading to the cessa-
tion of all sorrows and sufferings and
reaching to the supreme bliss. Equi-
ty, empowerment, employment and
environment need to be paid attention
for the development of human beings in
this planet. No one is above the law and
rule of law everywhere is of paramount
importance for the governance in
implementing development activities
of various socio-economic projects and
programmes. Great leader has to serve
the people of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar with the qualities such

Strengthening
of Solidarity for
Sovereignty

as see the future, engage and develop
others, reinvent continuously, value
respect and relationship and embody
values. Time and tide waits for no man
and timely and swift action is needed

to be carried out for any encroachment
and invasion of our national sovereign-
ty. Human Buddha Way, based on the
five moral precepts (great charity), four

universal cardinal virtues (loving-kind-
ness, compassion, sympathetic joy
and equanimity), four noble truths and
noble eightfold path (mind-centered
teaching), is a way of life of the major-
ity of the people in Myanmar while we
respect and co-exist with all religions
at home and across the world. End of
poverty, end of hunger, end of corrup-

tion, end of ethnic armed conflicts,

end of discrimination, end of gender
inequality, end of war, end of terrorism,
end of illiteracy, end of belligerency, end
of brutality, end of bullying, end of acri-
mony, end of aggression, end of agony,
end of apprehension, end of atrocity,
end of enmity, end of aversion and
there are many more “end of----” in our
world based on greed/craving, anger/
hatred and delusion/ignorance. Nothing
is impossible to one with wish-to-do,
effort, mind and wisdom to end of such
unsatisfactory conditions in this planet.
Ignoble speech, manner and livelihood
must be abstained for keeping and
observing morality/discipline/character
which is the great power to co-exist
and live in peace and harmony in this
world. Networking of Myanmar citizen
living all corner of the world needs to be
strengthened through the association
of Myanmar community based on the
loving-kindness and compassion in ac-
tion. Federalism is of great importance
and need to be finalized in order to have
a strong foundation for the Federal
Union that is all ethnic peoples in the
Union of Myanmar are looking for and
reaching to.

Solidarity of the people of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar is very
much important nowadays in order to
safeguard, defend and protect from the
invaders and encroachment of the na-
tional sovereignty and we need to face
our future and we need to be brave in
our thoughts, speech and actions. Our
road to peace is like a marathon and to
successfully complete and achieve it,
we need firm determination, good atti-
tude and in addition, an eager will. Let
us work together to show how much
we love and value peace and to face the
judgment of our next generation and
history without guilt and with honour.

SEE PAGE-9
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Birth and death records workshop held

A ceremony for introduction of
the Registrar’s Manual on Reg-
istrations of Births and Deaths
and a workshop on birth and
death records was held yester-
day at the Thingaha Hotel in
Nay Pyi Taw, under the co-spon-
sorship of the Ministry of Plan-
ning and Finance, the Ministry
of Health and Sports, the Cen-
tral Statistical Organisation,
Myanmar and UNICEF.

Present at the ceremony
were U Kyaw Win, Union Min-
ister for Planning and Finance,
Dr. Myint Htwe, Union Minis-
ter for Health and Sports, Chief
Ministers of Regions and States,
Deputy Ministers, ministers of
Regions and States Cabinets,
Hluttaw representatives, UN
Organisations’ representatives,
permanent secretaries and in-
vited guests.

At the ceremony, Union Min-
ister U Kyaw Win said proper
statistical record-keeping is a
vital part of the country’s pro-
gress toward competing globally.

“Our work done here is for
the sake of the country, but the

Union Minister U Kyaw Win addresses the ceremony of Launching
of the Birth and Death Registration Manual and the workshop on
Developing Vital Statistics System in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

results achieved must cover the
global sphere, and it must be
beneficial for the global popu-
lace. As long as we are perform-
ing our tasks with such great
expectations, our country will
be able to stand tall. Participants
in the workshop are urged to
perform to the best of their cali-
bre to remain an epoch-making

milestone, without coming to the
end just at the drop of the curtain
of the ceremony”, U Kyaw Win
said. “In our country, people are
very weak in keeping records,
figures and statistics. So our
economic development lagged
behind. To keep pace with ad-
vanced countries, it is necessary
to value facts and figures. And,

we must share our experiences
to each other so that the future
of our country will be remarkably
brighter.”

The health minister
stressed the importance of ac-
curate statistical records so that
proper decisions can be made for
the people.

“The registrar’s manual on
registration of births and deaths
is of great importance for all the
ministries. The introduction of
the manual will be remembered
as a milestone for Myanmar. It
will be very useful in laying down
socio-economic policies, prin-
ciples on population, policies
on caring the aged and policies
on nurturing children”, said Dr.
Myint Htwe, Union Minister for
Health and Sports said. After-
ward, Mr. Paul Edwards, act-
ing regional representative of
UNICEF (Myanmar) made an
address, followed by showing
videos on the implementation
of birth and death statistics and
video recordings in commemo-
ration of World Statistics Day.

After that, at the workshop

presided by U Tun Tun Naing,
permanent secretary of the
Ministry of Planning and Fi-
nance, Dr. Wah Wah Maung,
director-general of the Central
Statistical Organisation, led a
discussion titled “The birth and
death registration system”. Also
part of the workshop were Daw
J Lian San San Aye, a Myan-
mar-based UNICEF official, who
led a discussion on birth regis-
tration, Daw Thuzar Chit Tin,
the deputy director-general of
Public Health Department who
spoke of death registration, and
U Tin Myint, the permanent sec-
retary of the Ministry of Home
Affairs, who participated in a
talk on community engagement
and participation. The workshop
presided over by Dr. Wah Wah
Maung, director-general of the
Central Statistical Organisation,
then discussed the relation be-
tween sustainable development
goals and birth and death re-
cords. Development-aligned or-
ganisations discussed matters on
providing help.—Myanmar News
Agency

Strengthening of Solidarity for Sovereignty
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In the upcoming decades we need
to think about what kind of country or
what kind of Union we want our chil-
dren to inherit; we need to think wheth-
er we should leave a country besieged
with armed conflicts and differences,
which is deprived of happiness due to
lack of national reconciliation or peace,
and looked down upon for lagging
behind other countries. During our long
journey to eternal peace and sustain-
able development, we need to support
and assist each other with considera-
tion and empathy whenever and wher-
ever we face hardships and challenges.
All of us accept that the root cause of
the ongoing internal armed conflicts in
the country is the result of not solving
political problems by political means
and agree that a federal system is the
only solution for the internal armed
conflicts. Realizing that the unity and
solidarity of the people of the nation is
greatly needed and the country would
be put under pressure and bullied by
others if there was no unity and solidar-
ity in the country; all stakeholders in the
peace process are therefore urged to
continue to march to the goal of peace
with mutual understanding, mutual
trust and tolerance. If we cooperate, col-
laborate, coordinate and compromise

with each other with mutual trust and
understanding we will achieve our ulti-
mate goal of peace, love, joy, harmony
and happiness. The Union Spirit “One
Team, One Vision” shall be a base for
holding political dialogues for national
reconciliation and peace even though
the stakeholders come from different
groups and all of us have been walking
to the same path together. Your mutual
understanding and mutual trust is of
great importance for the negotiation of
crucial political agreements by political
partners.

From the history, the most valuable
thing we have extracted is three main
national causes-non-integration of the
Union, non-disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetuation of national
sovereignty. Our Three National Causes
is the national duty our all national
people have to safeguard and the entire
national people need to cooperate with
the Tatmadaw in safeguarding the caus-
es as the saying goes, “Blood is thicker
than water”, all the people, without
discrimination against race or religion,
have to safeguard, protect and defend
any aggression and encroachment with
the Union Spirit. Rule of law is neces-
sary to build a Union based on democ-
racy and federal system with full rights
and guarantees of democracy, national

equality and self-administration.
Sovereignty of a nation is of
paramount importance for safeguard-
ing of the interest of the people and
everybody in the nation is concerned
as anational cause. “One for All and
All for One” will make us to be “Unity
is Strength” to defend and safeguard
the sovereignty of the nation. Victory
begets enmity; the defeated dwell in
pain; happily the peaceful live, dis-
carding both victory and defeat, this
is the teaching of the Awakened One,
the Buddha. Easy to do are things that
are bad and harmful to oneself; but
exceedingly difficult to do are things
that are good and beneficial. Recog-
nizing that we must adhere to three
Universal Truths- liberty, equality and
justice and we need to proceed with jus-
tice, freedom and equality in building
a Democratic Federal Union which is
the hope and wish of the people, while
safeguarding Our Three Main National
Causes-our national interest. Eth-
nic peoples of the Union of Myanmar
wish to live in harmony and peace, to
fully realize the rights guaranteed and
assured in Panglong Agreement signed
on 12, February 1947, while the country
restored her independence and estab-
lished the Union. In democratic system,
the people have to make demands in a

democratic way and within the frame-
work of law; only then, will it be in line
with the people’s wishes. Getting the
right things done through the right
thought, speech, actions and efforts by
the smart, strong, stout and straightfor-
ward people with the good government
and right governance is our desired
goal. “No one above the law” and “Ac-
countability” are two important factors
from political point of view to determine
the rule of law and without these two
factors rule of law cannot exist. The
main thing is that everyone must act in
accord with the law and no one is above
the law; any person or organization
must respect the existing laws in car-
rying out any kind of their duties; the
law cannot be abused as a tool. Your/
their/ our mindset is the most impor-
tant to make a change in the country, to
protect and defend the independence
and to safeguard the sovereignty of the
country with your loyalty, courage and
Union spirit.

May Myanmar citizen and those
who possess Myanmar blood from all
over the world be free from all dangers
and sufferings and join hand in hand in
defending our independence and safe-

References: The GNLM Newspa-
per, 16th October 2017 M
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Merkel sends positive signal to May on Brexit talks

BRUSSELS — German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel, in a mark-
edly positive response on Fri-
day to an EU summit appeal by
Prime Minister Theresa May for
help with Brexit, said talks with
Britain were moving forward and
were unlikely to break down.

Merkel made her comments
at the end of the first day of a Eu-
ropean Union summit and after
May had appealed to her fellow
leaders to help her silence critics
at home and break a deadlock
in the talks. After May left the
meeting on Friday, the other 27
confirmed a goodwill gesture to
speed up future talks by launch-
ing internal preparations for af-
ter Brexit.

“In contrast to how it is por-
trayed in the British press, my
impression is that these talks are
moving forward step by step,”
Merkel told a late-night news
conference, dismissing as “ab-
surd” suggestions in Britain that
the talks should be broken off.

“Thave absolutely no doubts
that if we are all focused ... that
we can get a good result. From
my side there are no indications
at all that we won’t succeed,”
she said.

Arriving for the second day,
others emphasised the positive
too: Maltese Prime Minister Jo-
seph Muscat called May’s speech

her “best performance yet” and
“awarm, candid and sincere ap-
peal”. Ireland’s Leo Varadkar
said it was “very strong”.

But others complained they
had heard little new of substance
and rejected May’s repetition
of London’s view that demands
for money from Brussels have
“no legal framework”. Austrian
Chancellor Christian Kern said
“rhetorical progress” needed to
be followed by “tangible conclu-
sions”.

After May left the summit
on Friday, the other 27 leaders
immediately adopted a formal
ruling that there has not been
sufficient progress to push the
talks forward. But they did call
on their staff to prepare for talks
on a transition period that would
smooth Britain’s exit in March
2019.

May made no comment as
she arrived for a breakfast meet-
ing with summit chair Donald
Tusk. Near midnight, speaking at
the end of a dinner of butternut
squash gnocchi and pheasant,
she had sought to calm fears
Britain would use its departure
to undercut the EU economy by
lowering standards.

She appealed to EU leaders
torespond in kind to her efforts to
break the Brexit stalemate, mak-
ing clear she was disappointed

at their plan to announce on Fri-
day that talks have not yet made
enough progress to move on to
a discussion of future trade ties.

The EU is seeking a clearer
commitment from Britain that it
will settle financial obligations
linked to its exit. Leaders will on
Friday set a target of December
for London to improve its divorce
settlement offer.

But they will also make a
gesture by launching internal
preparations for the next phase
of the negotiations.

In choreography that con-
trasted with images of May
standing isolated in Brussels at
previous summits, Merkel and
French President Emmanuel
Macron were filmed by television
cameras engaging the British
prime minister in an animated
conversation at the start of the
summit.

Merkel said the three had
been discussing the need to safe-
guard the Iran nuclear deal after
US President Donald Trump’s
decision last week to “decer-
tify” it. It was a response May
was looking for after explaining
over dinner the “difficult political
background” she faces if she re-
turns home empty-handed and
how she had worked hard to get
the talks back on track after re-
alising their perilous state at the

end of the summer.

“I took stock, listened to
what the people in the UK were
saying and what my friends and
partners in Europe were saying
and I made a step forward,” she
was quoted as saying by a British
official, referring to a speech she
made in Florence on 22 Septem-
ber.

There was no discussion
after May spoke, according to
an EU diplomat. Tusk said only
that the leaders took note of her
comments.

Weakened after losing her
Conservatives’ majority in a
June election and by failing to
rally support at a party confer-
ence, May needs to keep the talks
on the road to silence the voices
calling for her to walk away from
the negotiations.

Unwilling now to increase
her offer on the divorce bill, May
instead proposed more moves to
protect the rights of EU citizens
in Britain — one of three issues
the bloc says must be settled be-
fore moving to discuss a future
trading relationship.

“There is increasingly a
sense that we must work to-
gether to get to an outcome we
can stand behind and defend to
our people,” May told the other
leaders, according to the British
official—Reuters B
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Moscow seeks support
for Russia-Chinese
roadmap on North Korea

MOSCOW — Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov urged
world powers on Friday to get
behind a joint Russian-Chinese
roadmap for settling the crisis
over North Korea's weapons
programme.

Speaking at a conference
on non-proliferation in Moscow,
Lavrov said that the break-up of a
deal on Iran’s nuclear programme
would send an alarming message
about international security
mechanisms, and could impact
the situation on the Korean pen-
insula.—Reuters B

Spanish government
aims for January
regional elections in
Catalonia — PSOE

MADRID — The Spanish govern-
ment has agreed with the oppo-
sition Socialists (PSOE) to hold
regional elections in January in
Catalonia as part of the extraor-
dinary package of measures to
temporarily impose direct rule
on the region, Socialist politician
Carmen Calvo said in an inter-
view on national television on
Friday. Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy will hold a special cabinet
meeting on Saturday to put in
motion the process to suspend
Catalonia’s autonomy after re-
gional leader Carles Puigdemont
refused to drop his secession
campaign.—Reuters @

Kremlin says “old friend”
Blatter welcome to
attend World Cupin
Russia

MOSCOW — Former FIFA presi-
dent Sepp Blatter and ex-UEFA
head Michel Platini will both
be welcome to attend the 2018
soccer World Cup in Russia as
“old friends” of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov

said on Friday. Blatter, who had
been president of the global
soccer body FIFA since 1998,
was suspended in 2015 by the
association’s ethics committee.
Platini resigned in 2016 as head
of governing body UEFA after
losing an appeal against a ban for
ethics violations.—Reuters l
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US confirms terrorists in Syria use chemical weapons — Russian Defence Ministry

MOSCOW — The US Depart-
ment of State has for the first time
confirmed that terrorists active
in the Syrian province of Idlib not
only have but also use chemical
weapons, Russian Defense Min-
istry Spokesman Major General
Igor Konashenkov said on Friday.
While commenting on a
statement issued by the US De-
partment of State, he said that the
document “provides details about
a terror group named Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham, affiliated with
Jabhat al-Nusra [a terror group
outlawed in Russia - TASSI],
which is active in this province
and uses light and heavy weap-
ons, improvised explosive devices
and chemical weapons.” “I would
like to point out that that the De-
partment of State has for the first
time officially acknowledged that
terrorists from Jabhat al-Nusra
not only have but also — I would
like to stress that — use chemi-
cal weapons in this part of Syria
in order to carry out terrorist
attacks — a thing that we have
many times many times warned
against and talked about at var-
ious levels,” Konashenkov said.
The Russian general pointed
out that only one chemical weap-
ons incident had been recorded
in the Idlib province, which took
place in Khan Shaykhun and was

S

blamed on the Syrian govern-
ment forces by the US. “While
the militants who actually carried
out that attack turned out to be
members of Jabhat al-Nusra —
as the US Department of State
eventually figured out —but were
previously called the ‘moderate
opposition’,” Konashenkov said.

“But now, the US State De-
partment’s statement has put
everything in place — the Jabhat
al-Nusra terror group, affiliated

The Russian Defence Ministry refutes US allegations about Idlib bombing. PHOTO: TASS

with Al-Qaeda [outlawed in Rus-
sia - TASS], which is active in
Idlib, not only has but also uses
chemical weapons against civil-
ians,” he stressed.

In this connection, the Rus-
sian Defence Ministry’s spokes-
man commented on the US
cruise missile attack on a Syr-
ian airbase, which the US had
carried out citing the alleged use
of chemical weapons by the Syr-
ian government forces in Khan

TR

Shaykhun. “It is still unclear why
Washington needed to use ex-
pensive Tomahawk missiles to
attack Syria’s Shayrat airbase.
They could have made better
use of those millions of dollars by
delivering strikes on the Jabhat
al-Nusra terrorists,” Konashen-
kov noted.

The US allegations about
an Idlib bombing are untrue as
Russia’s Aerospace Forces nev-
er target populated localities, he

stressed.

The US Department of State
said earlier that Russian and Syr-
ian aircraft continued to deliver
airstrikes in the Idlib province,
which had already resulted in nu-
merous victims among civilians
and medical personnel.

“As for the alleged Idlib
bombing by Russian aircraft,
the [US] Department of State
has been misled, to put it mildly,
while US citizens have nothing
to fear,” he said. “Russian war-
planes active in Syria never tar-
get populated localities, unlike
the US-led coalition, which has
achieved a victory in Raqqa by
just wiping the city from the face
ofthe earth,” the Russian general
added.

On 17 October, the US mil-
itary said that about 90% of the
Syrian city of Raqqa had been
retaken from militants of the
Islamic State terror group (IS,
outlawed in Russia). At the same
time, UN Spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said that according to
the United Nations, as a result
of military activities, most part of
Raqqa had been either damaged
or destroyed, while the UN per-
sonnel could not achieve access
to the city in order to assess the
situation and deliver humanitar-
ian aid.—Tass @

Turkey orders arrest of
110 people over Gulen
links — media

ISTANBUL — Turkish author-
ities issued arrest warrants for
110 people from a seized company
over alleged links to the US-based
cleric who Ankara says orches-
trated last year’s attempted coup,
Dogan news agency and other
media said on Friday.

It said the police operation
to seize the suspects, who were
managers, partners and em-
ployees of the publishing group
Kaynak Holding and related com-
panies, was focused on Istanbul
but spread across 24 provinces.

Kaynak Holding was seized
by the state in 2015 over links
to the movement of Islamic
preacher Fethullah Gulen, who
has lived in self-imposed exile in
Pennsylvania since 1999. He has
denied involvement in the July
2016 abortive putsch.

Hundreds of firms like Kay-
nak, many of them smaller pro-
vincial businesses, were seized

by authorities in a post-coup
crackdown and are now run by
government-appointed admin-
istrators.

Under the crackdown, more
than 50,000 people have been
jailed pending trial over alleged
links to Gulen, while 150,000 peo-
ple have been sacked or suspend-
ed from jobs in the military, public
and private sectors.

In a separate operation cen-
tred in Ankara, 38 former em-
ployees from schools owned by
the Gulen network were arrested
on Friday, according to Turkish
media. The schools were closed
by a decree after the failed coup.

The government dismisses
rights groups’ concerns about
the crackdown, saying only such a
purge could neutralise the threat
represented by Gulen’s network,
which it says infiltrated institu-
tions such as the judiciary, army
and schools.—Reuters H

Former Nazi death camp guard
charged with accessory to murder

FRANKFURT — German pub-
lic prosecutors have charged a
96-year-old former guard at a
Nazi death camp with having
been an accessory to murder,
as Germany races against time
to bring elderly suspects from
the Hitler era to trial before
they die.

The then 22-year-old man,
whom the Frankfurt prosecu-
tor’s office did not identify in its
statement, is accused of having
guarded prisoners at the death
camp in Lublin-Majdanek who
were slated to be killed in 1943
and 1944.

“According to the evidence
available, the accused knew
about the cruelty of the organ-
ised mass Killings, just like all
other members of the SS at the
camp,” it said in a statement.

“He also knew that these
people, facing their fate inno-
cently and defencelessly, were
killed for inhuman reasons

based on race,” it added.

Tens of thousands of Jews
and other victims were killed
at the Majdanek camp near
Lublin, in modern-day Poland.

The suspect played a role
in the ‘Erntefest’ (Harvest
Festival) executions on 3 No-
vember, 1943, in which at least
17,000 deported Jewish prison-
ers were shot dead after hav-
ing dug their own graves, the
prosecutor’s statement said.

“By being part of a chain
of guards and a tower guard,
he made a contribution to (the
Erntefest) and knowingly and
willingly supported the mali-
cious and cruel acts.”

The prosecutor’s charges
are based on an investigation
by the Central Office for the In-
vestigation of Nazi Crimes and
on historical documents found
as part of the investigation.

Germany has faced crit-
icism for not prosecuting

those who were small cogs in
the Nazi machine and did not
actively take part in the killing
of six million Jews during the
Holocaust.

That criticism has abated
following many recent trials
and convictions, including
the 2011 conviction of Sobibor
extermination camp guard
John Demjanjuk, which gave
prosecutors new legal means
to investigate suspects under
accessory-to- murder charges.

Former Auschwitz guard
Reinhold Hanning and Oskar
Groening, known as the “book-
keeper of Auschwitz”, have also
been convicted of complicity in
mass murder in recent years.

But cases against a former
radio operator and a former
paramedic at the Auschwitz
death camp were dropped as
the elderly defendants were
found to be unfit to stand tri-
al—Reuters &
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New missiles for Iskander-M system to help counter nuclear threat

MOSCOW — The tests
of new missiles for the
Iskander-M ballistic missile
system do not violate the
Intermediate-Range Nu-
clear Forces Treaty (INF),
and also help counter a nu-
clear threat, Chairman of
the Defence and Security
Committee in the upper
house of Russia’s parlia-
ment Viktor Bondarev said
on Thursday.

The successful trials
of the new missiles have
again demonstrated Rus-
sia’s military potential, the
senator said.

“I want to stress that
the new OTRKs [the new
missiles] tested the other
day do not violate the In-
termediate-Range Nucle-
ar Forces Treaty effective
since 1988 because their
flight range does not ex-
ceed 500 km. We ... made
this public at the Kapus-
tin Yar practice range in
the Astrakhan Region by
launching a new missile to
the utmost distance of 480
km,” Bondarev said.

Amid tense geopolit-
ical developments and an
escalating international

Amid an escalating international situation, “measures to strengthen the country’s defence capability are of special
importance,” Viktor Bondarev said. PHOTO: TASS

situation, “measures to
strengthen the country’s
defence capability are of
special importance,” he
stressed.

“The development and
the subsequent activation
of new precision missiles
for striking anti-ballistic

missile defence and air de-
fence objectives serves asa
guarantee of both Russia’s
and international security;”
the senator’s press office
quoted him as saying,

The Iskander-M theat-
er ballistic missile system
has no analogues in the

world, Bondarev said.

“Its mobility, accura-
cy and might help coun-
ter even a nuclear threat,
which is especially impor-
tant in the context of the
latest developments on
the Korean Peninsula and
the US response to them.

I believe that the active
development of domestic
OTRKs is an important
containment factor,” he
stressed.

Currently, Iskander-M
brigades have been de-
ployed in many of Russia’s
geographically vulnerable

regions bordering on the
territories accommodating
NATO’s missile defence el-
ements, Bondarev said.
Iskander-Mmissilesys-
tem

A new missile de-
signed for the Iskander
tactical ballistic missile
system was tested on 18
October at the Kapustin
Yar ground in the Astra-
khan Region in south Rus-
sia, testing ground chief
Major-General Oleg Kis-
lov said. Iskander tactical
ballistic missile systems
are capable of hitting both
small-size and large-area
targets at a distance of up
to 500 km to destroy mis-
sile and multiple launch
rocket systems, long-range
artillery guns, aircraft and
helicopters at aerodromes,
command posts and com-
munications centers.

The Iskander tactical
ballistic missile complex
includes a launcher, a
loader-transporter, a rou-
tine maintenance vehicle,
a command post vehicle,
an information post, an
ammunition equipment set
and training aids.—Tass

Norway appoints its first
female foreign minister

OSLO — Norwegian De-
fence Minister Ine Erik-
sen Soereide was named
minister of foreign affairs
on Friday, making her the
first woman to hold the
post in the Nordic coun-
try.

She replaces Boerge
Brende, who last month

was appointed president
of the World Economic
Forum.

The appointment
leaves the top three gov-
ernment jobs, that of
prime minister, foreign
minister and finance
minister, in the hands of
women.

Prime Minister
Erna Solberg said Eu-
ropean Affairs Minister
Frank Bakke-Jensen
will move to the defence
post, while Marit Berg-
er Roesland will join the
cabinet to take up the Eu-
ropean affairs portfolio.
—Reuters B
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Ending Iran nuclear deal would
worsen N Korea situation — Kerry

GENEVA — US President
Donald Trump risks driv-
ing Iran towards nuclear
proliferation and worsen-
ing a standoff with North
Korea if Washington ends
a nuclear deal with Teh-
ran, former US Secretary
of State John Kerry said
late on Thursday.

Kerry, who negotiat-
ed the 2015 deal between
Iran and world powers,
was speaking a week after
Trump refused to certify
that Tehran was in compli-
ance with it, amid growing
tensions with Pyongyang
over its nuclear and bal-
listic missile programmes.

“If you want to nego-
tiate with (North Korean
leader) Kim Jong Un, and
your goal is to avoid war
and try to be able to have a
diplomatic resolution, the
worst thing you can do is
first threaten to destroy
his country in the United

Nations,” Kerry said.

He was speaking in a
private lecture delivered
at Geneva’s Graduate In-
stitute.

‘And secondly, screw
around with the deal that
has already been made
because the message is,
don’t make a deal with the
United States, they won’t
keep their word,” he said.

The nuclear deal
places Iran under tough
restraints, including in-
spections, round-the-clock
surveillance and tracking
every ounce of uranium
produced, Kerry said. “We
would notice an uptick in
their enrichment, like
that,” he said, snapping
his fingers.

“And nobody that I
know of with common
sense can understand
what the virtue is in ac-
celerating a confrontation
with the possibility that

they might decide they
want to break out and
make it (a nuclear bomb)
now instead of 10 or 15 or
25 years from now.”

Kerry, a former Sen-
ator who headed the US
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, told Swiss me-
dia that Trump’s leaving
the Iranian deal’s fate to
Congress was “very dan-
gerous” and opened the
door to “party politics”.

Congress cannot
unilaterally renegotiate
a multilateral accord, the
Geneva daily Le Temps
quoted him as saying. “It
is possible that Congress
would make an unreason-
able decision that would
put Iran’s Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei in a very complicated
political situation that
could force him to retali-
ate. It’s a slippery slope.”
—Reuters ®
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(Go-go going as Chinese women fuel Thai tourism boom

BANGKOK — For decades
since the Vietnam war, the
scantily clad dancers in the
go-go bars of Bangkok’s
Patpong red-light district
have been the face of Thai-
land’s tourism industry.
But last year for the
first time, the country drew
more women tourists than
men as a surge in Chinese
female visitors outweighed
a longstanding distortion
spurred by men drawn to
the world’s “sex capital”.
The shift is welcome
news for Thai authorities,
who have tried to promote
the country’s shopping,
beaches and temples and to
minimise the importance of
sex tourism, which thrived
after Thailand became an
R&R hotspot for US troops
in the 1960s and 1970s.
Tourism ministry fig-
ures reviewed by Reuters
showed 52 per cent of more
than 32 million visitors last
year were women.
That compared to 48

2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

per cent in 2015 and only 42
per cent in 2012. No earlier
official data were available,
but research from as far
back as the 1980s shows a
ratio of about 60 per cent
male to 40 per cent female
visitors. “Not as many

Tourists pray at Erawan Shrine, a Hindu shrine popular among to

women visited Thailand
because they thought we
were a cheap destination
with too much vice, but now
more are coming, which
means our image accom-
modates them,” Tourism
Minister Kobkarn Wat-

tanavrangkul told Reuters.

Tourism accounts
for around 12 per cent
of Southeast Asia’s sec-
ond-biggest economy and
is easily the fastest growing
sector, particularly since a
coup in 2014.

Hoping to attract more
female tourists, the state’s
Tourism Authority of Thai-
land started a “Women’s
Journey” campaign last
year, with a website and
mobile application offering
discounts for hotels, spas,

malls, and restaurants.

But the biggest factor
has been tourism from Chi-
na, which has reshaped the
industry around the world.

The number of Chi-
nese visitors rose from
nearly 12 per cent of Thai-
land’s visitors in 2012 to
27 per cent last year. The
number of Chinese wom-
en visiting Thailand nearly
quadrupled over the same
period to more than 5.3
million.

“When Chinese men
make a lot of money, they
tend to take their wife,
daughter, and mother to
travel, making the ratio
heavier on the female side,”
said Virat Chatturaputpi-
tak, vice president of the
Association of Thai Travel
Agents.

Major Chinese trav-
el website Tuniu report-
ed that 62 per cent of its
customers last year were
women, Chinese media re-
ported.—Reuters W

Philippine gov’t orders
companies to give
workers ‘standing breaks’

MANILA — The Philippine
government has issued an
order requiring employers
to provide their employ-
ees standing breaks and
encourage their workers
to do after-work physical
activities to improve their
health. In an order, the
Philippine Department of
Labor and Employment
(DOLE) asked employ-
ers to give their workers
regular 5-minute standing
breaks every two hours in
a bid to reduce sedentary
work by getting on their
feet or walking around the
office. Labour Secretary
Silvestre Bello signed the
Department Order 184,
titled “Safety and Healthy
Measures for Workers
Who, By The Nature
of Their Work, Have to
Spend Long Hours Sitting”
Wednesday. “This order
shall serve as the guide
for employers or estab-
lishments to address the
occupational safety and
health and safety issues
and concerns related to
sedentary work or sitting

while working for long peri-
ods, such as musculoskel-
etal disorders, high blood
pressure, heart disease,
anxiety, diabetes, obesity,
among others,” Bello said.
He said the new measure
applies to “all workers
who, by the nature of their
work, have to spend long
hours sitting at work, such
as those involved in com-
puter, administrative, and
clerical works.” He said
the order also applies to
“those working in high-
ly-mechanized establish-
ments, those working in
the fields of transportation,
toll booths, information
technology and business
process management, and
all other processes and in-
dustries where sedentary
work is observed.”

The measure also
encourages offices to
“change work systems,”
including “providing sit-
stand workstations that
would facilitate easy mo-
bility or workers and in
conducting standing meet-
ings,” he said—Reuters W

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

MV ANAN BHUM VOY. NO ()

Consignees of cargo carried on MV ANAN BHUM
VOY. NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 21.10.2017 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.1.P where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

MV GLOVIC MARIA VOY. NO (0723)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV GLOVIC
MARIA VOY. NO (0723) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 22.10.2017 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.I.T.T-5 where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CHUN AN SHIPPING PTE
LTD.
Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

MV OEL MALAYSIA VOY. NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV OEL
MALAYSIA VOY. NO () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.10.2017 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of B.S.W where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S BLPL SHIPPING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

Call For Proposal (No. 310002529)

UN-Habitat would like to call for proposal for Capac-
ity Building Programme for Regional/Local Government
Officials and Stakeholders of Yangon, Myanmar on
Earthquake Risk Management

For more information and submission of proposal
please visit website:

http://unhabitat.org.mm/employment-opportunities/

1ibBALI\]EVV L?GHTOF MYANMAR
Trade Mark Ads

Call: Thin Thin May, 09251022355, 09974424848
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China box o

fice

revenues to bounce back
in 2017 — regulator

BEIJING — China’s movie
box office revenue is expected
to grow in 2017 at more than
three times the pace of last
year thanks to the success of
blockbusters like “Wolf Warri-
or 2”, the media regulator said
on Friday. Takings would rise
11.6 per cent to 55 billion yuan
($8.31 billion) this year, beating
2016 growth of 3.7 per cent, said
Zhang Hongsen, vice minister
of the State Administration of
Press, Publication, Radio, Film,
and Television.

“The rapid development of
the film industry has been a big
bright spot for China’s culture
industry,” Zhang told a press
conference in Beijing.

The Chinese Communist
Party is supporting Holly-
wood-style films that portray
China as the rejuvenated great
power described in this week’s
speech by President Xi Jinping
to the Party Congress.

“Wolf Warrior 2”, a pa-
triotic action movie that has
raked in 5.6 billion yuan ($845.59
million) to become China’s
highest-grossing film, depicts

a Chinese hero fighting West-
ern mercenaries in a war-torn
African country.

While privately financed,
the film has received strong
support from state organiza-
tions, and China’s film regu-
lators have submitted it in the
foreign-language category at
the 2018 Oscars.

Sun Zhijun, deputy director
of the Publicity Department of
the Communist Party Central
Committee, said films should
have social and “educational”
benefits, not just make money.

“We cannot take market
share, distribution figures, box
office and audience ratings as
the sole standard. We cannot
be the slave of the market and
led by the nose,” he said at the
same press conference.

After disappointing box
office growth in 2016, regula-
tors announced that all sales
grosses would include service
fees for each ticket purchased
online. This has boosted this
year’s growth, although mov-
iemakers see little of the ad-

ditional revenue.—Reuters l

Taylor Swift. PHOTO: PTI

Taylor Swift teases new song
‘Gorgeous’ on Instagram

LOS ANGELES — Taylor Swift
dropped her new song “Gor-
geous” much to the surprise of
her fans.

The 27-year-old singer took
to Instagram where she teased
the new track with a three posts
— one featuring the song’s in-

troduction, a baby voice saying
“gorgeous” over an electro- pop
sound bed.

The other messages were
direct that said the new song
was “available everywhere”
and “midnight tonight eastern”
hinting the time from when it

will be available to her fans and
followers.

“Gorgeous” is the third song
from Swift’s upcoming album,
“Reputation”, after “Look What
You Made Me Do” and “Raedy
For It?” Her sixth studio LP re-
leases on 10 November—PTI M

Founder of Canadian Just for Laughs’ comedy festival quits amid abuse allegations

MONTREAL — The founder of
Canada’s comedy festival Just
for Laughs’, which draws ce-
lebrities including Trevor Noah,
Sarah Silverman and Jerry Sein-
feld, has resigned from his own
company in the wake of allega-
tions of sexual harassment.

Gilbert Rozon made the an-
nouncement on his Facebook
page on Wednesday night. He
is the latest entertainment ex-
ecutive to be accused of sexual
harassment in the wake of accu-
sations against US film produc-
er Harvey Weinstein. Weinstein
has denied having non-consen-
sual sex with anyone.

“Shaken by the allegations
against me, I wish to take time
to reflect,” Rozon wrote, add-
ing he was “sincerely sorry” for
“all the women and men I may
have offended in the course of
my life.”

The company confirmed
Rozon’s resignation and said an
independent board of directors
will be put in place. Spokesman
Jean-David Pelletier declined to
comment further.

Gilbert Rozon and Bruce Hills of the television comedy show “Just For Laughs” accept the ICON award during
the Canadian Screen Awards in Toronto, Ontario, Canada on 12 March, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Montreal newspaper ‘Le
Devoir’ on Thursday reported
allegations by nine women who

said they had been sexually har-
assed or abused by Rozon.
Rozon announced his im-

mediate resignation from Just
for Laughs’, as well as his depar-
ture from the committee organ-

izing events to mark Montreal’s
375" anniversary this year and
his role as vice president of the
Montreal Board of Trade.

Held every summer in
Montreal, Just for Laughs’ is
one of the largest international
comedy festivals and is a major
tourist attraction for the city.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau, who has made
gender equality a significant
part of the government’s focus,
said society was “seeing a mo-
ment of awakening”.

“It’s unacceptable for any-
one to feel insecure or harassed
at work, at home, in the streets
and I think people are beginning
to getit,” Trudeau told reporters
in Montreal. “It doesn’t matter
how much power you have, how
much influence you have, it’s
never all right.”

Amazon Studios chief Roy
Price also resigned earlier this
week following allegations he
harassed a producer and took
no action when an actress told
him she was sexually assaulted
by Weinstein.—Reuters l
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South African
architect renovates
centuries-old
Chinese houses into
village inns

HANGZHOU/NANNING —
When Ian Hamlinton, 47, an
architect from South Africa,
visited a village in south Chi-
na in 2009, he was fascinated
by centuries-old houses and
decided to stay.

Hamlinton said when he
first saw the old houses in Ji-
uxian Village, Yangshuo coun-
ty of south China's Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Region,
they were in a dire state, but
Hamlinton described the hous-
es as "being amazing'.

Jiuxian, dating back about
1,400 years, is one of the poor-
est villages in Yangshuo. Many
old houses have been left in a
bad state of repair as many
owners lack funds or skills,
and the buildings are not old
enough to be eligible for gov-
ernment-funded protection.

Hamlinton rented two
rundown houses, built more
than 150 years ago, on a 20-
year lease for 120,000 yuan
(18,000 US dollars) from a local
villager. He turned them into
avillage inn after renovation.

The villagers thought
Hamlinton was crazy, because
nobody would spend so much
money renting and renovating
a dilapidated house.

Hamlinton was not an-
noyed.

The village inn opened to
the public after one year of
renovation work to preserve

the main house structure and
many of the original features.

Hamlinton's success has
attracted other outsiders to
rent and renovate houses in
Jiuxian.

Hamlinton said this shows
that more and more people
realize the value of these old
houses, which can be better
preserved after renovation.

The renovation wave has
resulted in a boom for tourism
in Jiuxian. Many visitors come
to local homestays to experi-
ence authentic culture.

The villagers also benefit
from the increasing number
of visitors. They earn a higher
annual income by renting out
their houses, offering bicycle
or e-bike rental services and
working in these inns, said
Hamlinton.

Hamlinton said the old
houses should be preserved
well and people should not for-
get old history and culture,
he said.

Figures show no historic
houses have been demolished
in Jiuxian since 2010.

Out-of-towners who come
to renovate and preserve old
houses that are not classed as
"cultural relics," but nonethe-
less have historical value, will
bring new life to these old vil-
lages, said He Wei, an official
with the Architectural Society
of China.—Xinhua H

People shop for vegetarian food at a market in Chinatown Bangkok, Thailand on 19 October, 2017. PHOTO:
REUTERS

Thai vegetarian festival
expects record spending

BANGKOK — Thailand's an-
nual vegetarian festival began
on Friday with record spending
expected from Thais abstaining
from meat-heavy diets to earn
spiritual credit during the year-
long mourning period for the
late king.

Tiny yellow flags fluttered
over shops and stalls in Bang-
kok's Chinatown to show those
with vegetarian-friendly dishes.
The festival is particularly popu-
lar among Thai Chinese.

Spending on food, transport
and donations to Buddhist tem-
ples to 'make merit' during the
festival was expected to reach
45 billion baht ($1.4 billion), the
highest since estimates began
10 years ago, the Thai Chamber
of Commerce said.

"Many Thais wish to com-
memorate the late King Rama
9 through taking part in the
festival,” Thanawat Polwichai,
Director of the Centre of Eco-
nomic and Business Forecasting
told Reuters.

Thailand's revered King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, whose of-
ficial title was Rama 9, died on
13 October last year. The official
mourning period ends after his
cremation next week.

"Normally I don’t take part
in the vegetarian festival but this
year I planned to, mainly due to
health reasons, but also because
I wanted to make merit and pay
respects to King Rama 9," said
Nopawan Wattanawanna, 40, in
a Chinatown tea shop.

Adherents of the festival

believe nine gods descend dur-
ing the period to judge people's
deeds. People who abstain from
eating meat, drinking alcohol
and sinful behaviour will be
blessed.

In Chinatown, a big majority
of food sellers had transformed
their menus to serve delicacies
made from meat substitutes and
soy protein.

Thailand's Food and Drug
Administration said, however,
that it had found traces of animal
DNA in three of 71 samples of
meat substitute it had tested.
It was still waiting for results
from seven others. The festival
began over 150 years ago on the
popular tourist island of Phuket
some 840 km (520 miles) south
of Bangkok.—Reuters W

Massive trove of ancient coins
unearthed in China's porcelain capital

NANCHANG — A large amount
of copper coins dating back
more than 1,000 years have been
found in the city of Jingdezhen,
the centre of China's historical
porcelain industry.

The cache of coins, weigh-
ing around four tonnes, were
found in a cellar by a villager
building a new house in Fuliang
County, east China's Jiangxi

Province and reported to po-
lice.

"Some coins were from
Tang Dynasty (618 — 907),
while others were from Song
Dynasty (960 — 1279)," said
Li Xincai, with Fuliang cul-
tural relics preservation
bureau.

Li said that the excavation
is continuing and more coins

may be found.

It is very unusual for such
a large hoard of coins to be
stored randomly in a cellar.
They would not have been
owned by any individual nor by
abank. The archaeologists are
trying to identify of the owner.

Currently, the coins ware
stored in the county muse-
um.—Xinhua B

A decorated hay bale stands in a pumpkin field at Foxes Farm in
Colchester, Britain on 11 October, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Myanmar U-19 football team defeated by Japan club in friendly

KyawZin Lin

MYANMAR lost by a score of
0-5 to Hannan University Club,
a Japanese team, in a friendly
match last night.

The match against Hannan
was Myanmar’s last friendly
football match in Japan in
preparation for the 2018 Asian
Football Confederation U-19
Championship Qualification.

Myanmar used different
players from the team and
made several substitutions
throughout the match in an
apparent effort to find a good
combination of attacking and
defense.

But differences in con-
trolling the football and qual-
ity defending between the two
team caused Myanmar to lose

the match without scoring a
goal. The Myanmar coach said
the experience was overall a
positive one.

“Although we lost the
match, my boys can shape in
their playing style that I want.
Even though we allowed two
goals in the first half and anoth-
er three in the second half, they
are getting progressive. They
have more confidences, but
still need some requirements.
I believe they can do well in the
upcoming tourney,” said Myan-
mar U-19 Head Coach U Chit
Naing.

The Myanmar U-19 team
is leaving for Cambodia for
the 2018 AFC U-19 Champi-
onship qualification today, ac-
cording to Myanmar Football
Federation. ®

Myanmar and Japan's Hannan Club vie for the ball in yesterday’s match. PHOTO:MFF

Arsenal’s Wilshere will get Premier
League game time — Wenger

LONDON — Arsenal’s Jack
Wilshere will get a chance to
prove himself in the Premier
League, manager Arsene
Wenger said after the midfield-
er impressed in Thursday’s 1-0
Europa League victory over
Red Star Belgrade.

Wilshere, who spent last
season on loan at Bournemouth
before sustaining season-end-
ing leg injury in April, returned
to action for Arsenal in their
Europa League opener against
FC Cologne in September.

The England international
has been in good form in his
three Europa League appear-
ances but is yet to play in the
league and Wenger says the
25-year-old has now earned his
chance.

“He will get a chance in the
Premier League, don’t worry
about that,” Wenger told re-
porters after the match.

“I think at the moment it’s
going like that. He got a big kick
in the first half on his ankle but
he managed to get through the
90 minutes and games of that
intensity will, of course, help
him a lot.”

Frenchman Olivier Gir-
oud scored an overhead kick
to win the match for Arsenal

and Wenger says the 31-year-
old striker had predicted that
he would score.

“At some stage he came to
the touchline and told me, ‘We
will score,” Wenger said. “He
knew more than I did. That’s
Olivier Giroud. He keeps belief
when it is tough. That’s why he

scores at moments you didn’t
expect him to score.”

Wenger also praised de-
fender Mathieu Debuchy, who
returned to first-team action
for the first time since Novem-
ber 2016.

“I am pleased for him that
he survived 90 minutes with-

Arsenal’s Jack Wilshere. PHOTO: REUTERS

out any setbacks,” Wenger
added. “Overall it was a posi-
tive performance for someone
who has been out for such a
long time.”

Arsenal, currently sixth
in the league, now turn their
attention to Sunday’s trip to
Everton.—Reuters B

North Korea,
Malaysia to
play Asian
Cup games at
neutral venue

KUALA LUMPUR — North
Korea and Malaysia will play
their 2019 Asian Cup qualifying
matches at a neutral venue in
November “because of raised
political tensions”, the Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
said on Friday.

Diplomatic relations be-
tween the countries soured fol-
lowing the assassination of Kim
Jong Nam, the estranged elder
half-brother of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport in
February.

In the wake of the Killing,
Malaysia barred its citizens
from travelling to North Korea,
which prevented the national
team from playing a qualifier
originally scheduled for 28 March
in Pyongyang.

“In the interests of competi-
tion fairness, it has been decided
that both matches between the
two countries will be played at the
same neutral venue,” the AFC
said in a statement on Friday.

North Korea’s ‘home’ match
will take place on 10 November
and the return fixture three days
later, it added, without identifying
the venue.—Reuters B



