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Mr. Kofi Annan, the chair of the 
Advisory Commission on Ra-
khine State and the former UN 
Secretary General, arrived in 
Yangon yesterday in advance of 
the release of the commission’s 
final report.

Mr. Annan is scheduled to 
hold talks with members of the 

Central Committee for the Im-
plementation of Peace, Stability 
and Development in Rakhine 
State chaired by  State Counsel-
lor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi today 
in Nay Pyi Taw, according to the 
Ministry of Information.

The central committee in-
cludes 20 cabinet ministers.

According to the website of 
the advisory commission, Mr. 
Annan will answer questions 
from the media in the Sule 
Shangri-La hotel on Thursday 
morning. The commission’s final 
report will be published on the 
same day.

The report will include 

recommendations for the gov-
ernment on conflict prevention, 
humanitarian assistance, recon-
ciliation between the region’s 
Buddhist and Muslim commu-
nities, institution building, and 
development in conflict-torn 
Rakhine State.

See page-3

Kofi Annan arrives to issue 
final report on Rakhine

Mr. Kofi Annan (left) is welcomed by Minister of State for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Tin (center) at the Yangon International Airport.  Photo: MNA

Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi hails 
Myanmar’s SEA 
Games athletes
State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi yesterday expressed 
her support to Myanmar ath-
letes competing in the 2017 SEA 
Games currently being held in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, despite 
some inconveniences during the 
competition of South-East Asian 
nations.

 In a message released 
yesterday, Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi said she congratulated the 
Myanmar men’s football team, 
which was able to advance to the 
semi-finals despite a loss against 
Malaysia.

“The Myanmar U-22 men’s 
soccer team was defeated by 
the host team at the group’s last 
match on 21st August, but it was a 
great honour for us as Myanmar 
would progress to the semi-final. 
The whole nation is encouraging 
you with great expectations”, the 
statement read. 

“It is natural that sometimes 
we win and sometimes we get a 
learning experience. The great-
est reward is to be able to apply 
physical strength, wisdom and 
bravery after accumulating new 
strength and renewed spirits, in 
the coming matches by reviewing 
these lessons. I would like you all 
to lay stress on making efforts 
to show your best calibre in the 
midst of the audience with light 
spirits and well-rested bodies. 
Our people will also continue to 
encourage your best efforts”.

See page-3
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw

2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 5th regular session 47th day meeting

Thuya Zaw, Mi Mi Phyo 
(Myanmar News Agency )

The Amyotha Hluttaw discussed 
road construction in Chin State 
and compensation for displaced 
farmers in Bago Region during 
their regular session yesterday 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

Deputy Minister for Bor-
der Affairs Major General Than 

Htut said the government plans 
to build a 22-mile unpaved road 
in Chin State connecting Saek, 
Ticirh, Hmunluah, Cawhte, 
Haiheng, Old and New Lianhna 
and Reed townships starting in 
FY2019-2020 contingent upon 
availability of funds. 

The deputy minister said 
that field visits, surveys and oth-
er preparation still remains to 

be completed before work can 
commence.

Deputy Minister for Con-
struction U Kyaw Lin said an-
other 21-mile unpaved road 
project in Mandalay Region 
will connect Ngathayouk, Jumli, 
Kyaukpadaung and Pwaykyit.

And the deputy minister for 
construction also described a 
plan to compensate farmers 

in Aung Myin and Kyaukdaga 
townships in Bago Region who 
were left landless after the gov-
ernment established a 400-foot 
road easement. He said that 
the Bago Region government 
or the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation are 
responsible for compensating 
individuals and businesses who 
lost their land. 

Government urged to conserve water sources
Kyaw Thu Htet, 
Hmwe Kyu Zin 
(Myanmar News Agency) 

Lawmakers of the Pyithu Hlut-
taw have  submitted a motion 
which urges the Government 
to adopt policies on sustain-
able conservation of natural 
water sources in the country.

At the debate over the is-
sue at the Pyithu Hluttaw in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday, MPs 
pointed out the weakness of 
the country to manage its natu-
ral water sources, highlighting 

the nationwide water shortag-
es that occur each summer.

In reply to the motion, the 
Union Minister for Natural Re-
sources and Environmental 
Conservation U Ohn Win said 
that the ministry adopted a 
five-year plan starting from 
the 2015-2016 fiscal year to con-
serve  natural water sources in 
Shan State.

“The ministry has already 
conserved 15 natural water 
sources in Taunggyi District 
so far”, said U Ohn Win.

He went on to say that 

the ministry has committed 
to natural water sources con-
servation, giving priorities to 
natural water sources which 
need urgent conservation and 
making the best use of the ex-
periences gained in previous 
years.Meanwhile, the ministry 
has also carried out conserva-
tion of watershed areas while 
taking measures for foresta-
tion under the 10-year plan, 
he added.

“We need to carry out mul-
ti-purpose water management 
tasks with the participation 

of departments concerned in-
cluding the General Adminis-
tration Department, Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Irrigation, Rural  Area Devel-
opment Department, Rural 
Areas and National Races 
Development Department and 
Directorate of Water Resourc-
es and Improvement of River 
System,” said Union Minister 
U Ohn Win.

Lack of water manage-
ment during the rainy season 
has caused flooding and the 
intrusion of sea water inland. 

Union Minister for Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation U Ohn 
Win.   Photo: MNA

Deputy Minister for Construction 
U Kyaw Lin.   Photo: MNA

Union Attorney-General 
receives US Ambassador
Union Attorney-General U Tun 
Tun Oo yesterday received H.E. 
Mr. Scot Marciel, US Ambassa-
dor to Myanmar at the Union 
Attorney-General’s office in Nay 
Pyi Taw. During the meeting, the 
two officials discussed matters 
relating to the rule of law, legisla-
tive and legal training programs 
and recent Myanmar legislation.

The pair also talked about co-
operative approaches on counter-
ing human trafficking and drug 
trafficking, corruption. The Union 
Attorney-General clarified about 

the works participated by the of-
fice of the Union Attorney-Gener-
al in boosting on rule of law and 
legislation sector, setting up pilot 
law office for improvement on the 
working capacity of law offices, 
standard of legislation and code 
of ethics of law officers.

Also present at the meeting 
were Deputy Attorney-General U 
Win Myint, Permanent Secretary 
Daw Nu Nu Yin, Director-Gen-
eral U Min Swe and deputy Di-
rector-General Daw Phyu Mar 
Wai. —Myanmar News Agency 

Union Attorney-General U Tun Tun Oo receives  H.E. Mr. Scot Marciel in 
Nay Pyi Taw.   Photo: MNA

The 6th Mekong Air Traffic 
Management Coordination 
Group Meeting hosted by the 
Department of Civil Aviation 
(DCA) in Myanmar was held 
yesterday at the Chatrium 
Hotel in Yangon.

U Min Lwin, Direc-
tor-General of the DCA, de-
livered the opening speech 
and posed for a documentary 
photo with the attendees.

U Soe Paing, Director of 
Air Navigation Safety Division 
for the DCA, presided over the 
meeting.

Members of the Mekong 
Air Traffic Management 

(ATM) Coordination Group 
hosts annual meetings on a 
rotational basis, and the 6th 
meeting was hosted by My-
anmar.

The Mekong ATM is an 
organisation of Air Navigation 
Service Providers (ANSPs) 
bordering the Mekong River 
to enhance cross-border safe-
ty and efficiency to cope with 
future air traffic growth in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Yesterday’s meeting was 
attended by about 40 partic-
ipants including represent-
atives from Civil Aviation 
authorities, airline agents, of-

ficials from International Air 
Transport Association (IATA), 
as well as technical experts 
of various related disciplines.

Such meetings are held 
annually to discuss matters 
concerning co-operation be-
tween and among Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and  
Viet Nam as well as Airline 
and Air Space users.

T h e  C o o r d i n a t i o n 
Group meetings are aimed 
at ensuring safe flights, 
smooth navigation and air 
transport sector develop-
ment in Mekong Region. 
—Myanmar News Agency  

Air traffic management meeting held

MYN-US sign change on narcotics control

An amendment to an agree-
ment on narcotics control and 
law enforcement between My-
anmar and the United States 
was signed yesterday in Nay Pyi 
Taw in a ceremony held at My-
anmar Police Force headquar-

ters, Ministry of Home Affairs. 
The ceremony was attend-

ed by Central Committee for 
Drug Abuse Control secretary 
Acting Police Chief Maj-Gen 
Aung Win Oo and senior of-
ficers, US Ambassador to My-

anmar Mr. Scot Marciel and 
guests. At the ceremony, Acting 
Police Chief Maj-Gen Aung Win 
Oo and US Ambassador to My-
anmar Mr. Scot Marciel signed 
the ALoA (2017). —Myanmar 
News Agency
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The Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar

State Counsellor Office
Message of Congratulations sent 

by State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi to the 29th SEA 

Games Athletes

(22nd August 2017)

I would like to say “Mingalarpar,” to all of you men 
and women athletes bringing honor to the country 
by representing Myanmar and competing in various 
sports in the 29th SEA Games being held in Kuala 
Lumpur in Malaysia from August 19 2017 to August 30. 

To our great delight and honour, news and infor-
mation are coming in continually that our sportsmen 
are participating in the Games, by representing the 

Republic of the Union of Myanmar and our people with 
pure sporting spirit, indomitable zeal and the ASEAN 
Spirit of Friendship. 

On 21st August, at 7:45 am a car accident occurred 
to the vehicle with the Myanmar Squash Sports team 
onboard, in which one sportsman and two sportswom-
en were injured. Fortunately enough, the sportsman 
was slightly wounded, managing to contest in the game, 
whereas it has been learnt that the two sportswomen 
would be able to participate in the games after a few 
days of rest. This was a great relief for us.  

Myanmar U-22 men’s soccer team was defeated 
by the host team at the group’s last match on 21st 
August, but it was a great honour for us as Myanmar 
would progress to the semi-final. The whole nation 
is encouraging you with great expectations. It is nat-
ural that sometimes we win and sometimes we get 
a learning experience. The greatest reward is to be 
able to apply physical strength, wisdom and bravery 
after accumulating new strength and renewed spirits, 
in the coming matches by reviewing these lessons. I 
would like you all to lay stress on making efforts to 
show your best calibre in the midst of the audience 

with light spirits and well-rested bodies. Our people 
will also continue to encourage your best efforts.

Taking part in the games while representing the 
motherland, individual skills, good training, good spirit, 
and team unity are needed. At the same time, it gives 
us the opportunity to show the civility and dignity of 
the athletes of the participating country. 

The State and its people are hoping that all of you 
will be able to uplift our national dignity by exerting 
your utmost efforts with sporting spirit and ethical 
sporting behavior, spirit of justice, fairness, purity 
and noble spirit. I wish to express my deep and firm 
belief that all of you are trying your very best in these 
games to fulfill these hopes.

I hereby send my sincere good wishes and mes-
sage of congratulations to all of you who are bearers 
of the country’s honor and pray that you would be 
able to uplift the honor of the country to new heights. 

Sd, --------
Aung San Suu Kyi 
State Counsellor

(Unofficial Translation)

Broadcast of Chinese TV 
series commemorated
A ceremony was held yes-
terday morning in Nay Pyi 
Taw at Myanmar Radio 
and Television (MRTV) 
to commemorate the joint 
broadcasting of a Chinese 
TV series by MRTV and a 
Chinese broadcaster.

Today, the Chinese 
TV series “Mingalaba 
Chung” is being broadcast 
with Myanmar voice dub-
bing. The series, popular 
in China, depicts the over-
coming of life’s difficulties 
with strength and deter-
mination that is expected 
to be equally popular with 
Myanmar audiences, said 

Dr. Pe Myint, the Union 
Minister for  Information.

As part of the agree-
ment, a recording studio 
signboard was also set 
up and commemorated 
yesterday.

At the ceremony,  Dr. 
Pe Myint delivered a wel-
coming speech, noting 
that Myanmar and Chi-
na have a long history of 
cooperation in the infor-
mation sector and other 
sectors in Myanmar.

In keeping with an 
agreement between 
Guangxi TV (GXBS) and 
MRTV, the two stations 

sent representatives on 
study tours between 2013 
and 2015 and, based on 
discussions held during 
these visits, additional 
agreements were signed, 
including an agreement 
on jointly broadcasting a 
Chinese TV programme. 
Through such joint 
broadcasting, MRTV 
programmes will become 
more complete and sup-
port the transition to Pub-
lic Service Broadcasting 
(PSB) while increasing 
relations between the two 
organisations.

As part of yesterday’s 

commemoration, Ms. Fan 
Xioali, the Guangxi Au-
tonomous Region party 
permanent committee 
member, gave words of 
thanks. 

A trailer of “Mingal-
aba Chung” was then 
shown, after which of-
ficials cut a ceremonial 
ribbon.

Afterward, Union 
Minister Dr. Pe Myint, 
Guangxi Autonomous 
Region party permanent 
committee member, min-
ister of information Ms. 
Fan Xioali toured the re-
cording studio.—MNA 

Union Minister for  Information Dr. Pe Myint delivers  a speech at the ceremony of  Myanmar Radio and Television 
(MRTV) to commemorate the joint broadcasting of a Chinese TV series.  Photo: MNA

From page-1
The 2017 SEA Games, 

however, have not been 
without incidents that have 
sidetracked the efforts of 
the athletes. On Monday, 
the vehicle transporting the 
Myanmar squash team was 
involved in an accident in 
which one male player and 
two female players were 
injured. The male athlete 
was only slightly injured 
and was able to compete. 
The two female players 
had to concede their next 
match, but will be able to 
participate in later match-
es, the statement said.

“It has been learnt that 
the two sportswomen will 
be able to participate in the 
games after a few days of 
rest. This was a great relief 
for us” the State Counsellor 
said in her statement.  

In another incident, 

the Myanmar women’s 
football team had to wait 
several hours after their 
win over Malaysia on 17 
August after it was learnt 
that the bus driver did not 
have a valid license. “Tak-
ing part in the games while 
representing the mother-
land, individual skills, good 
training, good spirit, and 
team unity are needed. At 
the same time, it gives us 
the opportunity to show the 
civility and dignity of the 
athletes of the participating 
country”, Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi said in her state-
ment.  “The State and its 
people are hoping that all of 
you will be able to uplift our 
national dignity by exert-
ing your utmost efforts with 
sporting spirit and ethical 
sporting behavior, spirit of 
justice, fairness, purity and 
noble spirit”—GNLM 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi hails 
Myanmar’s SEA Games athletes

Kofi Annan arrives to issue final 
report on Rakhine

From page-1
The advisory commis-

sion has already submitted 
a15-page interim report to 
the government with 30 
recommendations that 
the Burmese government 
could undertake immedi-
ately including points relat-
ed to citizenship, humani-
tarian aid, border issues, 
and bilateral relationships 
with Bangladesh.

The nine-member 
Advisory Commission is 

chaired by Mr Kofi Annan, 
the former Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, 
the chairman and founder 
of the Kofi Annan Founda-
tion and a Nobel laureate. 
In addition to  Mr. Annan, 
the commission compris-
es three international and 
six national persons of 
eminence who are highly 
experienced, respected 
and neutral individuals, 
added the statement.— 
GNLM 
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Write for us
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you submit a text longer than 500 words 
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Police seized heroin worth 
Ks42 million from a motorcy-
clist driving on Pyidaungzu 
Road between Hopin and 
Kyargyi Gwin village near 
Hopin Township in Kachin 
State yesterday. 

Acting on a tip, police of-
ficers stopped a motorcycle 
driven by Ma Khin Cho, 35, 
from Lwe Mon village, Indaw-
gyi area in Mohnyin Town-

ship and found 55 soap boxes 
of  heroin powder weighing a 
total of 605 grams. 

Police said Ma Khin Cho 
admitted she had bought the 
heroin for Ks19 million from 
a supplier in Nan Mee Laung 
village. 

Police charged Ma Khin 
Cho on suspicion of breaking 
Myanmar’s drug laws.—Min 
Min Oo  

The H1N1 virus has result-
ed in poultry industry losses 
of about Ks165 million in the 
last three months, according 
to the Myawady Daily yes-
terday. 

Infected chickens were 
discovered at three breeding 
farms – one in Yangon Re-
gion including Dawei Town-
ship and two in Taninthayi 
Region.

Myanmar is planning to 
offer agricultural and live-
stock insurance to cover 
such losses in the future.

Therefore, officials from 
the government side and 
the people from the private 
sector had meetings for the 
insurance system to be in-
troduced not only in the ag-
ricultural sector but also in 
the livestock breeding sector.

H5N1 disease was found 
to have infected the chicken 
in three breeding farms: one 

Poultry industry suffers losses 
due to virus outbreak

in Hlinethaya Township in Yan-
gon Region, another one in Wae 
Kyun Htein Thit ward in Dawei 

Township and the third one in 
Taninthayi Region.

 Therefore, consumption of 

chicken and eggs has declined 
after chicken were killed by 
H5N1.—GNLM  

May Thet Hnin

A 2012 foreign direct invest-
ment promotion plan will be 
revised with higher targets to 
account for faster than expect-
ed growth, said U Aung Naing 
Oo, the Director-General of 
the Directorate of Investment 
and Company Administration 
(DICA).

 “Before there was no My-
anmar Investment Law, the 
situation of the country is not 

as good as these days,” he said. 
“Therefore, we set very low tar-
gets for foreign direct invest-
ments as we thought it would 
be difficult to achieve a target 
of US$ 6 billion. But, now the 
situation has changed, leading 
us to set higher targets.”

DICA will revise the foreign 
direct investment plan with 
assistance from the Japanese 
government. 

“The new plan will be based 
on the new Myanmar Invest-

ment Law,” said U Thant Sin 
Lwin, the deputy director-gen-
eral of DICA. 

DICA set a target of $6 
billion in FDI in FY2017-2018. 
Currently, foreign direct in-
vestment is estimated at $3.6 
billion in the first four months 
of FY2017-2018, with investment 
likely to exceed the govern-
ment’s initial goal.

The manufacturing sector 
was ranked first garnering 35 
per cent of all foreign invest-

ment this fiscal year. Transpor-
tation and communication sec-
tors accounted for 30 per cent. 

Services sector invest-
ments were the third largest 
investment sector with 25 per 
cent. Real estate was fourth 
with six per cent. 

According to MIC, 112 
foreign enterprises invested a 
total of $3.7 billion and 40 do-
mestic companies invested Ks 
1.2 trillion between April and 
August.   

Foreign direct investment goals revised higher

Heroin seized in 
Kachin State

Ma Khin Cho.   Photo: Min Min Oo

A chicken seller at a market in Yangon. Consumption of chicken and eggs has declined after chicken were 
killed by H5N1.   Photo:  Phoe Khwar
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Nat Coffee, a premium Ara-
bica grower in Shan and Chin 
states and Mandalay Region, 
is processing its beans with a 
Swiss roaster and taking on 
the Switzerland premium cof-
fee market.

Nat Coffee’s Geneva  
kick-off event was held on 6 
July.

Myanmar’s Arabica beans 

are selling in Thailand, Malay-
sia, China, the United States 
and Taiwan. 

Myanmar beans have been 
certified by the Specialty Coffee 
Association of America. 

Specialty coffee sells for 
about US$7,000 per tonne in 
the United States and $3,800 
in Taiwan.

About 7,000 tonnes of coffee 

are produced in Myanmar per 
year, but only about 50 per cent 
of coffee production goes to for-
eign countries, according to the 
Myanmar Coffee Association.

About 8,000 acres are de-
voted to coffee cultivation in 
Myanmar this fiscal year, which 
is double the amount last year, 
according to the Ywangan Cof-
fee Association. —Ko Htet   

Myanmar energy officials are 
contemplating changing the way 
the country imports gasoline, ac-
cording to a report in yesterday’s 
edition of Myawady Daily.

Currently, much of Myan-
mar’s gasoline comes from Sin-
gapore, China, India and other 

regional suppliers rather than 
producers in the Middle East. 
Myanmar energy officials think 
they can save money by buying 
more gas from Middle Eastern 
suppliers and ship those supplies 
directly to Myanmar without us-
ing Singapore. —GNLM 

Energy officials to explore 
direct gas shipments 
from the Middle East

US food executives seek 
Myanmar Tilapia deal

Despite Myanmar’s domestic 
production of edible oils, edi-
ble oil imports increased about 
10 per cent this year, accord-
ing to yesterday’s edition of 
the Myawady Daily.More than 

600,000 metric tons of edible oil 
were imported through Yangon 
ports last fiscal year, according 
to a report of Myawady Daily, 
yesterday. In FY2015-2016, a to-
tal of 563,293 metric tons were 

imported through Yangon ports.  
Myanmar only allows imports 
of palm oil of adequate quality. 
Most of Myanmar’s palm oil im-
ports come from Malaysia and 
Indonesia. —GNLM 

Edible oil imports increase by 10% every year

Ko Moe

American food industry ex-
ecutives have made an offer to 
buy Myanmar tilapia exports, 
said U Tun Win Myint, head of 
Yangon Region Fisheries De-
partment. 

“America has made an of-
fer to buy 20 or 30 containers 
of tilapia from Myanmar per 
month. One container can carry 

40 or 50 tons. They want the 
tilapia containers monthly. But, 
we cannot fulfill their demand. 
Even we tried to breed the ti-
lapia, we can supply only two 
or three containers the most 
per month,” U Tun Win Myint 
said. “Our local farmers are 
still breeding the fish with the 
traditional methods. They need 
to do more research to keep up 
with international markets and 

to know what kinds of fish are 
in highest demand.”

Tilapia is being bred most-
ly in Twantay, Khayan-thongwa 
townships in Yangon. 

Yangon breeders are also 
farming catfish, striped snake-
head and small fresh-water 
catfish. 

Fisheries products earned 
around US$600 million in 
FY2016-2017.  

Myanmar’s coffee launched in Switzerland

Workers use a fishing net during harvesting at a fish farm in Htantapin, Yangon.  Photo: Reuters
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HSu Hnin Le 

Japan is one of the biggest 
contributors to Myanmar and 
provides humanitarian support, 
loans at low interest rates, tech-
nological support and invest-
ments in the Thilawa Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ). Investment 
from Japanese companies went 
up after 2011 and has increased 
further since the democratic gov-
ernment took administration. The 
following is an interview with Mr. 
Hiro Yamaoka, the Managing Di-
rector of Japan External Trade 
Organisation (JETRO) in Yangon. 
JETRO provides information to 
Japanese companies interested 
in doing business in Myanmar 
and assists Japanese companies 
coming to invest here as well.

“Foreign investment and 
technology can boost the export 
sector in Myanmar but the My-
anmar government needs to pro-
mote it more,”  Mr. Hiro Yamaoka

Q: There are 84 companies 
working in Thilawa SEZ’s Zone A 
and Zone B. How many of them 
are Japanese companies?

A: The most recent statistics 
show that 42 of them are Jap-
anese companies so half of the 
companies them are Japanese.

Q: Zone B is being expanded 
and they say basic infrastructure 
will be completed within a year. 
What role will Japanese invest-
ment play in this?

A: Zone B is being expanded 
by 100 hectares which is one third 
of Zone A. We hope to between 10 
and 15 companies come invest 
in this.

Q: Investment hasn’t been 
flowing as much as it was expect-
ed. Is it because of the investment 
law and what other obstacles are 
there when investing in Myan-
mar?

A: Japanese investors have 

to consider two options when 
investing in Myanmar. For ex-
ample, investing in Thilawa SEZ 
and investing in other industrial/
economic zones. 

Thilawa SEZ operates in 
accord with the Myanmar Spe-
cial Economic Zone Law so it’s 
a good law for investing in ASE-
AN. Japanese companies are not 
hesitant with working in Thilawa 
SEZ. However, the laws for the 
other industrial zones are still 
being reviewed in the Hluttaw for 
amendments so Japanese com-
panies are still surveying the sit-
uation. Freedom is important for 
foreign companies investing here 
as there are more restrictions for 
foreign companies compared to 
local companies.

Q: Japanese investment in 
Myanmar is low compared to 
investment in Viet Nam. When 
Viet Nam opened the doors for 
businesses, Japanese investment 
increased. How are prospects in 
Myanmar?

A: I believe Myanmar’s 
government needs to first en-
act policies and laws that help 
investors do well here. Foreign 
companies have to think about 
the risks when they come to do 
business in a country. They have 
to consider the political situation 
of the country and the stability of 
its government is very important. 
I think Myanmar’s main interest 
for investment from Japan is in 
the export sector. Japanese in-
vestment would primarily go to 
building factories for manufactur-
ing but for that to happen we also 
need adequate electric supply. If 
Myanmar is able to develop their 
electric power supply like Viet 
Nam it will probably attract more 
Japanese investors.

Q: What sectors are Japa-
nese investors mainly interested 
in Myanmar?

A: There is a huge interest 
in investing in manufacturing 
processes and upgrading service 
capabilities. As an example, in the 
construction sector, Myanmar 
has to import all the necessary 
building materials but it needs 
these factories and processes 
to assemble them here. There 
are also many food products not 
available in Myanmar so there 
is a huge interest in providing 
services for these food products. 
The third one is industrial produc-
tion because I think Myanmar 
has potential in manufacturing 
industrial products for export. 
Myanmar has the lowest basic 
wages compared to other com-
panies so I believe it will create 
more job opportunities and in-
crease the country’s export so 
it’s a sector that might get more 
development. Another area of 
interest is agricultural products. 
I think they can be exported to 
other countries as high-value 
commodities.

Q: While it’s true Myanmar 
has low labour costs there is also 
a lack of skilled workers, so do 
you think Myanmar will be ready 
when investment and technolog-
ical support come in?

A: Companies mainly look at 
expenses when doing business. 
Viet Nam is able to produce Japa-
nese industrial products because 
of the low costs and they have 
stable electric power. Myanmar 
could probably provide its own 
generators and call in skilled 
workers from overseas. So with-
out stable electricity and skilled 
workers, Myanmar needs a bit 
more development to reach this 
level. Myanmar should start with 
small industrial products that re-
quire low production costs and 
then eventually work its way to-
wards high-value products.

Q: Is there any interest in 
investing in other economic zones 
like Kyaukpyu and Dawei?

A: In the long-term, I think 
Kyaukpyu and Dawei have po-
tential for development in maybe 
30 or 50 years’ time but currently 
Thilawa SEZ has a lot of momen-
tum. It really depends on the gov-
ernment as to how much they will 
open up the other economic zones 
and how much they are willing 
to develop them. Myanmar has 
about one fifteenth the amount 
of economic zones as Viet Nam 
so there is room for development. 
But in Yangon the situation looks 
like you may have to rent the land 

from their current owners and 
set up your own electricity, water 
and transformers so Japanese 
companies are more attracted 
to investing in Thilawa SEZ right 
now.

Q: Do you have any other 
comments?

A: About 300 representatives 
from Japan attend the monthly 
meeting at our JETRO office in 
Yangon. We discuss with these 
Japanese companies about in-
vesting in Myanmar and they talk 
about economic development and 
improving the livelihood of the 
Myanmar people. 

I want to talk about 4 char-
acteristics of Japan. Japanese 
companies are said to be slow in 
coming to invest but that is be-
cause we think for the long term. 
We also provide proper training 
and education to our workers so 
that they become professional 
and skilled employees. 

Third is that Japanese com-
panies are very strict so they 
avoid anything that goes against 
the law. They always operate 
within the law.

Finally, Japanese companies 
always work hard for profit and 
pay the proper taxes. That is all 
I want to say.  

Japan investments expected to rise

Mr. Hiro Yamaoka.

Nippon Express Factory in 
the Thilawa Special Economic 
Zone in Yangon.   Photo: 
Supplied



7Advertisement23 august 2017
The Global New Light Of Myanmar



opinion 23 august 2017
The Global New Light Of Myanmar8

From Crisis to Opportunity 

Future Of Agriculture 
And Implications For 

ASEAN — Analysis

Agriculture and food 
production seem to be under 
constant threat from climate 

change, policy failure and new diseases 
in meeting the demand of an ever-in-
creasing world population. Yet, inno-
vative endeavours and technological 
advancements have given hope that 
adaptation, invention and international 
cooperation can overcome the looming 
challenges, with positive implications 
for ASEAN’s approach to food security.

The World Agricultural Forum 
(WAF) 2017, held in Singapore in July 
2017, provided useful insights on the 
key issues faced globally in food and 
agriculture. There has been growing 
uncertainty on whether global efforts 
will succeed in slowing climate change.

Agricultural production may 
aggravate the situation, with deforest-
ation and agricultural emissions from 
livestock, soil and nutrient manage-
ment contributing as much as 24% of 
global greenhouse gas emissions in 
2010, according to the latest compre-
hensive report by the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change in 2014. 
With the largest population among 
world continents, Asia’s farming prac-
tices will play a major role in shaping 
future climate.

Integrated Solutions
There is also a rising tide of 

protectionist measures, in the form of 
tariff and non-tariff barriers, as well as 
the threat of export restrictions on the 
part of major producers. India banned 
export of non-Basmati rice in April 
2008 triggering the food price crisis of 
2007-08. These imperil food importing 
countries, and may pave the way to 
another crisis, especially when com-
pounded with natural disasters such as 
droughts or floods.

In addition, food-borne diseases 
are fast evolving, and developing re-
sistance to the very treatments intend-

ed to address them, a phenomenon 
known as anti-microbial resistance. 
ASEAN is all but immune to these 
developments.

Rather than feeling overwhelmed, 
WAF 2017 left participants inspired, as 
it offered a number of interesting inte-
grated solutions that can allow ASEAN 
to adapt to the increasingly complex 
and inter-connected challenges.

Innovation and Technology
The first insight is in innovative 

inventions that can make agriculture 

more sustainable and climate smart. 
This is relevant given that the ASEAN 
Ministers of Agriculture and Forest-
ry (AMAF) Work Plan towards the 
ASEAN Economic Community 2025 
includes objectives like increasing 
crop, livestock and fishery/aquaculture 
production (2016-19) and improving 
productivity, technology and product 
quality to support small producers 
(2017-19).

Digital agriculture offers a myriad 
of opportunities in realising the AMAF 
Work Plan. These include drones that 

spray fertilisers and pesticides over 
large areas of plants, as well as robot-
ics and automation in the supply chain 
to spare individuals from more “dirty, 
dangerous and difficult” manual tasks. 
Further technologies, such as data 
sensors, can give farmers information 
on the optimal quantity of production 
inputs (e.g. seeds, nutrients) and the 
environment (e.g. temperature, humid-
ity) to boost yields.

The next insight is in investments, 
which enable key technologies. The 
understanding is that investment 
promotion for the food sector can be 
improved by making it more technol-
ogy-focused. Global venture capital 
investments in agricultural technolo-
gies (Agtech) grew from just US$ 500 
million in 2012 to approximately $3 
billion in 2015, according to a report 
by the Boston Consulting Group and 
AgFunder, an online Agtech invest-
ment platform. While many countries 
in Southeast Asia were already desti-
nations for these investments, there 
seems to be a divide as Cambodia, 
Laos, Thailand and Myanmar have not 
yet availed themselves of these kinds of 
opportunity.

Integration As Way Forward
Moreover, WAF 2017 has shown 

that ASEAN is not immune to food 
security threats faced globally, but 
neither is ASEAN alone in addressing 
them. Moving forward, there is need 
for better integration so that these de-
velopments reach smallholder farmers, 
to meet growing consumer demand.

Supportive infrastructure will be 
needed, such as allowing for more 
mobile telecommunications operators 
and expanding the wireless technol-
ogy coverage. Telecommunications 
services will enable farmers to track 
yields, and will also allow for the entry 
of digital technologies.

See page-9

By Ong Keng Yong and Jose Ma. Luis P. Montesclaros/RSIS

Farmers plant paddy on a field in Myanmar.  Photo: Thwe Thwe Tun

By Maw Lin

In promoting exports, we need to 
increase the amount of exports as well 
as to acquire a larger market. Only if 
we could acquire a larger market would 
we be able to strengthen the foundation 
and create more and more progress. 
For any export product if the market 
is not large enough and if we have 
to depend wholly on one market, an 
unexpected change in that the market 
could have a very harmful effect on the 
national economy. 

It has been learnt that export 
earnings from various Myanmar 
beans amounted to 10% of total export 
earnings. Compared to income from 

other exports, exports of various kinds 
of beans outnumbered that of rice. As 
for growing acreage as well, there was 
a slight difference between rice and 
peas—18 million acreage:11 million 
acreage. Just by seeing it, it can be 
easily seen that export of various beans 
plays an important role in Myanmar’s 
economy. Yet, there has been a disad-
vantage in exporting beans. It is none 
other than its absolute dependency on 
the Indian market. 

Very recently, the Indian govern-
ment decided to import 2 lakh tons only 
per year by designating Toor Whole 
(Pesingone) as restricted goods. Out of 
various kinds of beans exported, toor 
whole is the one which fetched the third 

highest income. Moreover, the toor 
whole is the one which is grown just 
for exporting it to India. From this, we 
can see that a policy change in India 
can easily harm Myanmar’s toor whole 
production. We feel that making any 
policy change depending upon India’s 
internal demand is not the correct way. 
Based on friendly bilateral relations, 
practical ways and means to solve this 
problem should be made. It has been 
learnt that discussions on this matter 
are being made between responsible 
officials and the Indian Ambassador. If 
ways and means of solving this problem 
could be found during the official visit of 
Narendra Modi, the Indian Prime Min-
ister that had been arranged in the first 

week of September, friendly relations 
between the two countries would be 
further promoted and strengthened. 

The current case of toor whole 
exports highlights the importance of 
creation of high-priced agricultural 
produce. Had pea-based high-priced 
produce been exported, Myanmar 
bean growers would have a larger 
market. India, the country in which 
peas are mostly consumed could very 
well become the potential country 
which can cooperate with Myanmar. 
Last but not least, we deeply urge to 
make efforts to turn the current crisis 
of toor whole—into an opportunity for 
Myanmar. 

(Translated by Khin Maung Oo)
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The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can 
send their works to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following information: 
(1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written note of declaration 
that the submitted piece is your original work and has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information 
(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar news office

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

During the search for remain-
ing parts of crashed Y-8 aircraft  
in combination with Tatmad-
aw (Navy) ships boats and lo-
cal fishing boats, nearby the  
location where parts of its 
tail depending upon images 
received through sonar sys-
tem, 3 fishing boats found one 
engine and 3 propeller blades 
of the aircraft in the search 
by dragging fishing nets, it 
was learnt. —Myanmar News 
Agency 

Thura U Shwe Mann, Chair-
man of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw’s 
Legal Affairs and Special Cases 
Assessment Commission, held 
separate meetings yesterday 
with H.E Mr Hong Liang, Am-

bassador of People’s Republic 
of China to Myanmar at the 
Hluttaw Affairs House and 
H.E. Mr Wouter Jurgens, Am-
bassador of the Netherlands to 
Myanmar.

In both meetings, Thura 
U Shwe Mann and the ambas-
sadors discussed bilateral co-
operations – especially in the 
agricultural sector. —Myanmar 
News Agency  

Thura U Shwe Mann receives 
Ambassadors of PRC and Netherlands

More parts 
of crashed 
Y-8 aircraft 
found

Hamid Tu Saung from East 
Village of Ywa Thit Kay ward 
was arrested for possession of 
knives, pointed iron bars and 
military uniforms on Monday, 
according to Myanmar News 
Agency. 

Based on information 
received, security forces 
searched and found four 

knives, a wooden stick, two 
pointed iron bars, one black 
jersey, two pairs of trousers, a 
pair of stockings and a water 
bottle in Hamid Tu Saung’s 
home. A case was opened 
against him in accordance 
with the law at Maungtaw 
Myoma police station. —My-
anmar News Agency  

Security forces arrested 12 
persons in Norual Village and 
Myo Oo village tract on Sun-
day in Maungtaw suspected of 
being associated with violent 
attackers.

Six men, including Shaung 
Ru Arr Laung, were arrested 
in Norual Village by patrolling 

security forces on Sunday.
Similarly, a combined 

force of police personnel con-
ducting a patrol in villages 
of Myo Oo village tract also 
arrested six men suspected 
of associating with violent 
attackers. —Myanmar News 
Agency  

Twelve suspected 
violent attackers 
arrested in Maungtaw

Villager with 
weapons arrested  
in Maungtaw

File photos show parts of crashed Y-8 military transport aircraft 
found.  Photo: MNA

Future Of Agriculture And Implications For ASEAN — Analysis
From page-8

A further step is for farm-
ers to share data with one 
another, to spread best prac-
tices that optimise the use of 
inputs. The private sector can 
also provide farmers with in-
surance mechanisms to shield 
them from financial shocks 
caused by bad harvests. 
Information dissemination 
campaigns will be required so 
that farmers will learn about 
funding opportunities as well 
as the benefits of insurance.

As regards anti-microbial 
resistance, Singapore is cur-
rently coordinating ASEAN’s 
efforts in reducing use of 
anti-microbials in agricul-
tural production, developing 
regional laboratory testing ca-
pabilities, and promoting ex-
change of information among 

member states. Linkages with 
countries such as Denmark 
and the Netherlands, through 
NTU’s Food Science and 
Technology Programme and 
Food Technology Centre, 
allow for more information on 
better management systems 
which can supplant over-use 
of anti-biotics for boosting 
yields.

Lastly, job creation is 
a key policy imperative for 
developing countries, as well 
as the developed economies. 
An effective policy in bring-
ing agriculture to the 21st 
century actually yields more 
employment, and not just in 
doing the manual jobs on the 
farms. There are innovative 
enterprises and emerging 
technologies to support food 
production and to package 

food exports.
It will be important to en-

gage and encourage the youth 
to enter into agri-entrepre-
neurship, and to venture into 
jobs related to agriculture. 
Similar initiatives such as the 
Youth Engagement Event, 
which took place alongside 
WAF 2017 and engaged over 
a hundred Singaporean youth 
and students in Singapore, 
will be needed to secure the 
food production base for 
generations to come. This 
initiative is worth emulating 
in other ASEAN countries as 
well.

Beyond ASEAN Integrat-
ed Food Security (AIFS) 
Framework

ASEAN created the AIFS 
framework in 2009, with pri-

mary objectives of ensuring 
long-term food security, and 
improving the livelihood of 
farmers, in the region. This 
is translated into a Strategic 
Plan of Action on Food Secu-
rity (SPA-FS) in the ASEAN 
Region for 2015-2020, which is 
reviewed periodically to en-
sure objectives are achieved.

WAF 2017 provided 
comprehension of global 
developments in the field of 
food and agriculture that can 
aid in SPA-FS reviews, with 
the next one scheduled for 
2018. Beyond this, WAF 2017 
also showed that the food and 
agriculture sector alone is not 
sufficient to address emerg-
ing threats to food security.

In a similar vein, the AIFS 
alone is not enough. Strate-
gies in other sectors/indus-

tries, including information 
technology, telecommunica-
tions, finance, insurance and 
education, will need to be cal-
ibrated accordingly to enable 
solutions that help secure the 
region’s future food security 
and agriculture.

*Ong Keng Yong is 
Executive Deputy Chairman 
of the S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies 
(RSIS), Nanyang Technolog-
ical University, Singapore 
and Jose Montesclaros is an 
Associate Research Fellow at 
the Centre for Non-Tradition-
al Security (NTS) Studies, 
RSIS. This is the final essay 
in the series on the World 
Agricultural Forum 2017 held 
on 6-7 July 2017 in Singapore, 
co-organised by the WAF and 
RSIS.
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World 
B r i e f s

US President Donald Trump announces his strategy for the war in Afghanistan during an address to the nation 
from Fort Myer, Virginia, US on 21 August, 2017.   Photo: REUTERS

Russia thinks Trump’s 
new Afghan strategy will 
not bring benefits —Ifax

MOSCOW — Russia does not 
believe that US President Donald 
Trump’s new strategy on Afghan-
istan will lead to any significant 
positive changes in the country, 
the Interfax news agency cited an 
unnamed Russian Foreign Minis-
try source as saying on Tuesday.

Trump on Monday com-
mitted the United States to an 
open-ended conflict in Afghan-
istan, reversing course from his 
campaign pledges and signalling 
he would send troops to America’s 
longest war in “a fight to win.”  
— Reuters 

Countering North 
Korean threat is 
Trump’s “top priority” 
— envoy

GENEVA— President Donald 
Trump’s top priority is to protect 
the United States and its allies 
against the “growing threat” from 
North Korea, and America is ready 
to use “the full range of capabil-
ities at our disposal,” a US envoy 
said on Tuesday. 
US disarmament ambassador 
Robert Wood told the UN-spon-
sored Conference on Disarma-
ment in Geneva that the “path to 
dialogue still remains an option” 
for Pyongyang.— Reuters 

South African 
unions to sign wage 
agreement in the 
engineering sector

JOHANNESBURG —  Two major 
unions said on Tuesday they will 
sign a new wage agreement in the 
engineering sector, quelling fears of 
an industry strike.

Trade union Solidarity and 
the National Union of Metalwork-
ers of South Africa (NUMSA) said 
they will sign a three-year wage 
agreement with the Steel and 
Engineering Industries Federa-
tion of South Africa (SEIFSA) on 
Wednesday. NUMSA, which had 
previously demanded wage hikes 
of 15 per cent across the board, 
said in July they had requested a 
certificate to strike in the engineer-
ing sector after wage talks reached 
deadlock.— Reuters 

Trump commits US to open-ended Af-
ghanistan war; Taliban vow ‘graveyard’
W A S H I N G T O N / K A B U L 
—  President Donald Trump 
committed US troops to an 
open-ended war in Afghanistan, 
a decision the Afghan govern-
ment welcomed on Tuesday 
but which Taliban insurgents 
warned would make the country 
a “graveyard for the American 
empire”.

Trump offered few specif-
ics in a speech on Monday but 
promised a stepped-up military 
campaign against the Taliban 
who have gained ground against 
US-backed Afghan government 
forces. He also singled out Paki-
stan for harboring militants in 
safe havens on its soil.

Trump, who had in the past 
advocated a US withdrawal, 
acknowledged he was going 
against his instincts in approv-
ing the new campaign plan 
sought by his military advisers 
but said he was convinced that 
leaving posed more risk.

“The consequences of a 
rapid exit are both predictable 
and unacceptable,” he said. “A 
hasty withdrawal would create 
a vacuum that terrorists, includ-
ing ISIS and al Qaeda, would 
instantly fill.”

Still, he promised an end to 
“nation-building” by US forces 
in what has become American’s 
longest war and stressed that 
ultimately Afghanistan’s strug-
gling police and army must de-
feat the Taliban.

“The stronger the Afghan 
security forces become, the less 
we will have to do. Afghans will 
secure and build their own na-
tion and define their own future. 
We want them to succeed.”

Most of the approximately 
8,400 US troops in Afghanistan 
work with a NATO-led training 
and advising mission, with the 
rest part of a counter-terrorism 
force that mostly targets pock-
ets of al Qaeda and Islamic State 
fighters.

While Trump said he would 
not discuss troop levels or de-
tails of the new strategy, US 
officials said on Monday he 
had signed off on Defence Sec-
retary James Mattis’ plans to 
send about 4,000 more troops 
to Afghanistan.

Afghan President Ashraf 
Ghani, in welcoming the strat-
egy, said it would increase the 

capacity of the training mission 
for Afghan forces, including en-
hancing its fledgling air force 
and doubling the size of the 
Afghan special forces.

“I am grateful to President 
Trump and the American peo-
ple for this affirmation of sup-
port ... for our joint struggle to 
rid the region from the threat 
of terrorism,” Ghani said in a 
statement.

The Taliban swiftly con-
demned Trump’s decision to 
keep American troops in Af-
ghanistan without a withdrawal 
timetable, vowing to continue 
“jihad” until all US soldiers 
were gone.

“If the US does not pull all 
its forces out of Afghanistan, 
we will make this country the 
21st century graveyard for the 
American empire,” Taliban 
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 
said in a statement.

Republican Trump, who 
had criticized his predeces-
sors for setting deadlines for 
drawing down troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, declined to 
put a timeline on expanded US 
operations in Afghanistan.

Trump now inherits the 
same challenges as George 
W Bush and Barack Obama, 
including a stubborn Taliban 

insurgency and a weak, divided 
Kabul government. He is laying 
the groundwork for greater US 
involvement without a clear end 
in sight or providing specific 
benchmarks for success.

Trump warned that US 
support “is not a blank check,” 
and insisted he would not en-
gage in “nation-building,” a 
practice he has accused his 
predecessors of doing at huge 
cost.

Trump insisted through his 
speech that the Afghan gov-
ernment, Pakistan, India, and 
NATO allies step up their own 
commitment to resolving the 
16-year conflict.

“We can no longer be silent 
about Pakistan’s safe havens,” 
he said.

Senior US officials warned 
he could reduce security assis-
tance for nuclear-armed Paki-
stan unless it cooperated more.

A Pakistani army spokes-
man said on Monday that Pa-
kistan had taken action against 
all Islamist militants.

“There are no terrorist 
hideouts in Pakistan,” spokes-
man Major General Asif Gha-
foor said.

Pakistan sees Afghanistan 
as a vital strategic interest. 
Obama sent Navy SEALs into 

Pakistan to kill al Qaeda chief 
Osama bin Laden, the archi-
tect of the 11 September, 2001, 
attacks that triggered the war 
in Afghanistan.

The Taliban government 
was overthrown by US-backed 
Afghan forces in late 2001 but 
US forces have been bogged 
down there ever since. About 
2,400 US troops have died in 
Afghanistan.

Trump expanded the US 
military’s authority for Amer-
ican forces to target militant 
and criminal networks, warning 
“that no place is beyond the 
reach of American arms”.

“Our troops will fight to 
win,” he said.

Trump’s speech came af-
ter a months-long review of US 
policy in which the president 
frequently tangled with his top 
advisers.

He suggested he was hop-
ing for eventual peace talks, 
and said it might be possible to 
have a political settlement with 
elements of the Taliban.

He said he was convinced 
by his national security advis-
ers to strengthen the US abili-
ty to prevent the Taliban from 
ousting Ghani’s government.

“My original instinct was to 
pull out,” he said.—Reuters 
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Rescue workers check a collapsed house after an earthquake hits the island of Ischia, off the coast of Naples, 
Italy on 22 August, 2017.   Photo: REUTERS

Quake kills two on Italian holiday island, young brothers trapped
ROME — An earthquake hit 
the tourist-packed Italian holi-
day island of Ischia on Monday 
night, killing at least two peo-
ple, injuring dozens of others 
and leaving two young brothers 
trapped in the rubble.

Emergency crews found a 
baby boy called Pasquale alive 
in the wreckage of a collapsed 
building hours after the quake, 
and said they had located his 
seven and 11-year-old brothers 
stuck under a bed nearby.

They pulled out the sev-
en-month-old infant early on 
Tuesday and pushed a tube 
through to get water to the older 
boys, said the fire service. The 
parents were both safe, said 
officials.

Residents and tourists on 
the island off the coast of Naples 
ran out onto the narrow streets 
from homes and hotels. Fearing 
aftershocks, many decided to 
leave the island early.

Television images showed 
about six buildings in the town 
of Casamicciola including a 
church had collapsed in the 
quake, which hit at 8:57 pm 
(1857 GMT).

The earthquake hit three 
days before the first anniversa-

ry of a major quake that killed 
nearly 300 people in central It-
aly, most of them in the town of 
Amatrice.

Italy’s National Institute 
of Geophysics and Vulcanology 
put the magnitude of Monday’s 
quake at 4.0, revising it up from 
an initial 3.6, but both the US 
Geological Survey and the Eu-
ropean quake agency estimated 

the magnitude at 4.3.
The director of the island’s 

hospital said two women were 
killed and about 40 injured. One 
of victims was killed when she 
was hit by falling masonry from 
the church of Santa Maria del 
Suffragio, the Civil Protection 
Department in Rome said.

The church was rebuilt 
after it, like most of Casamic-

ciola was destroyed by an earth-
quake that killed some 2,000 
people in 1883.

Most of the damage was 
in the high part of the volcanic 
island. Hotels and residences 
on the coast did not appear to 
suffer serious damage but fire 
brigades were checking to see 
if they could still be used.

The island has a year-

round population of about 
63,000, which swells to more 
than 200,000 in summer, with 
many people from the mainland 
owning holiday homes.

Civil Protection Depart-
ment head Angelo Borrelli said 
about 2,600 people could not 
re-enter their homes, pending 
checks.

Helicopters and a ferry 
boat brought in more rescue 
workers from the mainland.

Three extra ferries were 
provided during the night for 
about 1,000 residents and tour-
ists who wanted to leave. As 
daylight broke, dozens of people 
went to the island’s four ports, 
having decided to end their va-
cations early.

Many who were due to 
take ferries from Naples on 
the mainland to start their va-
cations cancelled their plans, 
local officials said.

Some civil protection 
squads were already on the 
island because of brushfires.

Ischia, a volcanic island 
about a one-hour ferry ride 
from Naples, is popular with 
German tourists. German chan-
cellor Angela Merkel has stayed 
there often.—Reuters     

Iran says can produce highly enriched 
uranium in days if US quits deal
LONDON — Iran can resume 
production of highly enriched 
uranium within five days if 
the nuclear deal it struck 
with world powers in 2015 is 
revoked, Iran’s atomic chief 
was quoted by state media as 
saying on Tuesday.

The deal that Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani 
championed with the Unit-
ed States, Russia, China and 
three European powers led 
to the lifting of most sanc-
tions against Tehran in re-
turn for curbs on its nuclear 
programme.

Rouhani has intensified 
efforts to protect the deal, 
also known by its acronym 
JCPOA, against Washington’s 
return to an aggressive Iran 
policy, after US President 
Donald Trump approved new 
sanctions on Tehran.

Rouhani warned last 
week that Iran could aban-
don the nuclear agreement 
“within hours” if the United 

States imposes any more new 
sanctions.

“The president’s warning 
was not baseless,” Head of 
Atomic Energy Organization 
of Iran, Ali Akbar Salehi said 
on Tuesday.

“If we decide, we can 
reach 20 per cent (uranium) 
enrichment within five days 
in Fordow (underground nu-
clear plant),” he added.

However, Salehi who was 
reappointed this month as 
vice president and the head 
of the Atomic Energy Organ-
ization, said his main prior-
ity would be to protect the 
JCPOA.

Following the nuclear 
deal, Iran drastically reduced 
the number of centrifuges — 
machines that enrich urani-
um — installed at Fordow, 
and kept just over 1,000 there 
for research purposes.

The JCPOA states that 
no enrichment is permitted 
at Fordow for 15 years.

Uranium enriched to 
a high level can be used to 
make an atomic bomb. Iran 
says its nuclear programme 
is for peaceful purposes.

The US Treasury im-
posed sanctions on six Irani-
an firms in late July for their 
role in the development of a 
ballistic missile programme 
after Tehran launched a rock-
et capable of putting a satel-
lite into orbit.

Trump also signed in 
August a US Senate bill that 
imposed sanctions on Iran, 
Russia, and North Korea.

Iran says new US sanc-
tions breach the JCPOA but 
the United States says they 
were unrelated to the deal.

During his election cam-
paign Trump called the deal 
a “disaster” and “the worst 
deal ever negotiated”. 

This month he said he 
did not believe Iran was liv-
ing up to the deal’s spirit.  
—Reuters     

Iraqi forces breach Islamic State 
stronghold Tal Afar —statement

BAGHDAD — Iraqi forces 
breached on Tuesday the city 
limits of Tal Afar, an Islamic 
State stronghold west of Mosul, 
military authorities said.

Army and counter terrorism 
units broke into the city from the 
eastern and southern sides, ac-
cording to statements from the 

Iraqi joint operations command.
Security forces launched an 

offensive to take back the city on 
Sunday, their latest objective in 
a US-backed campaign to defeat 
the Sunni Muslim jihadists, who 
remain in control of territory in 
western Iraq and eastern Syr-
ia.--Reuters     

US Navy says divers searching 
warship’s flooded compartments 
for missing sailors

SINGAPORE —  The US Navy 
said on Tuesday divers have 
begun searching in the flooded 
compartments of a US warship 
for 10 US sailors missing since 
the guided-missile destroyer 
collided with a merchant vessel 
in waters near Singapore and 
Malaysia. US Navy and Ma-
rine Corps divers will access 
sealed compartments located 
in damaged parts of the ship, 
the US Seventh Fleet said in a 

statement posted on its website. 
“Additionally, they will conduct 
damage assessments of the hull 
and flooded areas,” it said.

The USS John S McCain 
and the tanker Alnic MC collid-
ed early on Monday while the US 
vessel was nearing Singapore for 
a routine port call. The collision 
tore a hole in the warship’s port 
side at the waterline, flooding 
compartments that included a 
crew sleeping area.—Reuters     
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LONDON — Britain on 
Tuesday welcomed a com-
mitment by US President 
Donald Trump to step up 
the military campaign 
against Taliban insurgents 
in Afghanistan.

President Trump com-
mitted the United States 

to an open-ended conflict 
in Afghanistan on Monday 
night, reversing course 
from his campaign pledges.

Britain along with 
other European allies 
pledged more troops to 
support Afghanistan's mil-
itary in June, with US Sec-

retary of Defense James 
Mattis saying at the time 
that troop numbers in the 
country had been reduced 
too rapidly. "The US com-
mitment is very welcome," 
British Defence Secretary 
Michael Fallon said in a 
statement.—Reuters  

KUBINKA /Moscow Re-
gion —  The reconnais-
sance and attack helicop-
ter Ka-52 Alligator is to 
undergo upgrade to be 
equipped with a new de-
fense system and, possi-
bly, new armaments, the 
press-service of the hold-
ing company Helicopters 
of Russia (an affiliate of 
Rostec) said on Tuesday.

"The Alligator will be 
equipped with a new on-
board defence complex, 
which will enhance pro-
tection from guided sur-
face-to-air and air-to-air 
missiles. In cooperation 
with the Defence Minis-
try and a number of other 
manufacturers the possi-
bility is being considered 
of arming Ka-52 with new 

weapon systems," the 
company said.

The auxiliary power 
plant will be equipped 
with an extra generator, 
which will increase its re-
liability, the press-service 
said.

"The helicopter’s 
payload will  be in-
creased and tactical 
capabilities expanded. 

Corresponding amend-
ments are being made to 
the designer documen-
tation," the Helicopters 
of Russia said.

Earlier the compa-
ny told TASS that the up-
graded Ka-52 will have 
foldable airscrews. It will 
be possible to keep hel-
icopters of that type in 
hangars.—Tass 

Ka-52 helicopter to be armed 
with new defence system

The helicopter may be also equipped with new armaments.  Photo: TASS

LONDON — Britain will 
outline ways on Tuesday 
to resolve cross-border 
civil disputes with the 
European Union after 
Brexit, adding to a list of 
proposals for future ties to 
try to nudge talks forward 
with the bloc.

In the third of five such 
papers to be published this 
week, the government will 
look at civil judicial coop-
eration, suggesting ways of 
tackling disputes ranging 
from marital cases to chal-
lenges brought by small 
businesses against EU 
suppliers.

The papers are part of 
efforts to move talks with 
the EU beyond simply set-
tling the divorce between 
the two, to address their 
future relationship once 
Britain leaves the bloc in 
March 2019.

"Close cooperation in 
this area isn't just in the 
interest of the UK citizens 
living in the EU, it's in the 
interest of the 3.2 million 
EU citizens living here in 

Britain," a government 
source said.

"For example, with 
more and more families 
living across borders, we 
need to make absolutely 
sure that if and when prob-
lems arise, they can be re-
assured that cross-border 
laws will apply to them in 
a fair and sensible way."

The source offered 
no concrete measures 
beyond three points that 
the government's propos-
als would be based on — a 
commitment to build on 
the existing foundation 
of cooperation, continued 
collaboration at all levels 
and the development of ju-
dicial ties "as our societies 
and laws develop".

Justice minister Da-
vid Lidington said Britain 
and the EU needed "an 
even closer set of coop-
erative arrangements 
amongst the countries 
that are near neighbours 
to protect citizens in 
cross-border disputes".—
Reuters 

Britain welcomes Trump's renewed 
commitment to Afghanistan

'Fully committed' NATO backs new 
US approach on Afghanistan
BRUSSELS — NATO al-
lies on Tuesday welcomed 
President Donald Trump's 
decision to commit more 
forces to Afghanistan, as 
part of a new US strate-
gy he said would require 
more troops and funding 
from America's partners.

Having run for the 
White House last year 
on a pledge to withdraw 
swiftly from Afghanistan, 
Trump reversed course on 
Monday and promised a 
stepped-up military cam-
paign against Taliban 
insurgents, saying: "Our 
troops will fight to win".

US officials said he 
had signed off on plans 
to send about 4,000 more 
US troops to add to the 
roughly 8,400 now de-
ployed in Afghanistan. But 
his speech did not define 
benchmarks for success-

fully ending the war that 
began with the US-led 
invasion of Afghanistan 
in 2001, and which he ac-
knowledged had required 
an "extraordinary sacrifice 
of blood and treasure". "We 
will ask our NATO allies 
and global partners to 
support our new strate-
gy, with additional troops 
and funding increases 
in line with our own. We 
are confident they will," 
Trump said. That com-
ment signalled he would 
further increase pressure 
on US partners who have 
already been jolted by his 
repeated demands to step 
up their contributions to 
NATO and his description 
of the alliance as "obso-
lete" — even though, since 
taking office, he has said 
this is no longer the case. 
NATO Secretary General 

Jens Stoltenberg said in 
a statement: "NATO re-
mains fully committed to 
Afghanistan and I am look-
ing forward to discussing 
the way ahead with (De-
fence) Secretary (James) 
Mattis and our Allies and 
international partners." 
NATO has 12,000 troops in 
Afghanistan, and 15 coun-
tries have pledged more, 
Stoltenberg said. Britain, 
a leading NATO member, 
called the US commitment 
"very welcome".

"In my call with Sec-
retary Mattis yesterday 
we agreed that despite 
the challenges, we have 
to stay the course in Af-
ghanistan to help build 
up its fragile democracy 
and reduce the terrorist 
threat to the West," De-
fence Secretary Michael 
Fallon said.—Reuters 

UK outlines 
approach to cross-
border legal 
disputes post-Brexit
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV Gss yangon VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Gss yangon 
VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 23.8.2017and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of Hpt where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S new Golden sea
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV bbc rosario VOY. NO (-)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV bbc rosario 
VOY. NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 23.8.2017and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of M.i.t.t-3 where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ben line agencies 
(s’pore) Pte ltd

Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV Mcc Ha long VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Mcc Ha 
long VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 23.8.2017and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S Mcc Transport 
(s’pore) Pte ltd

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV sinar banda VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV sinar 
banda VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 23.8.2017and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of Hpt where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S samudera shipping 
line

Phone No: 2301185

Burmese- English Translation & 
English Editing Services 
www.burmeseenglishtranslation.com

burmeseenglishtranslation@gmail.com
Ph: 09971123258

Chinese State Councilor Yang Jiechi and Indonesian 
Coordinating Minister for Political, Legal and Security 
Affairs Wiranto co-chair the sixth meeting of vice-premier-
level dialogue between China and Indonesia in Beijing, 
capital of China on 21 August, 2017. Photo: Xinhua

China, Indonesia to further 
comprehensive strategic partnership
BEIJING — China and 
Indonesia held the sixth 
meeting of vice-pre-
mier-level dialogue on 
Monday, vowing to im-
prove the two countries’ 
comprehensive strategic 
partnership.

Chinese State Coun-
cilor Yang Jiechi and visit-
ing Indonesian Coordinat-
ing Minister for Political, 
Legal and Security Affairs 
Wiranto co-chaired the 
meeting in Beijing.

Yang called on both 
sides to implement the 
consensus reached by 
their leaders.

China-Indonesia ties 
have seen rapid develop-
ment and the two coun-
tries have maintained 
frequent high-level visits, 
while expanding coopera-
tion in various fields, Yang 
said.

As major developing 

countries, both China 
and Indonesia shoulder 
the responsibility of safe-
guarding national securi-
ty and boosting economic 
development, Yang said, 
noting that China is will-
ing to work with Indonesia 
to integrate development 

strategies and enhance 
pragmatic cooperation.

Wiranto said Indo-
nesia regards China as a 
strategic partner in the 
Asia-Pacific region and is 
ready to cooperate more 
with China and boost bi-
lateral ties.

The two sides agreed 
to maintain high-level 
visits and close commu-
nication on key issues, 
integrate development 
strategies and promote 
cooperation under the Belt 
and Road Initiative.

Both sides agreed 
to deepen cooperation 
in defense, law enforce-
ment, anti-terrorism, 
drug control, cyberspace, 
aerospace, and maritime 
affairs.

They agreed to main-
tain peace and stability in 
the South China Sea, push 
forward East Asia coop-
eration and promote the 
continued and stable de-
velopment of China-ASE-
AN ties.

In addition, the two 
sides agreed to coordi-
nate and cooperate more 
in multilateral mecha-
nisms.—Xinhua 

TOKYO — The Japanese 
Defence Ministry plans 
to seek a record-high 
budget of 5.26 trillion yen 
($48.1 billion) for fiscal 
2018 as the country seeks 
to beef up its missile de-
fence capabilities in the 
face of growing missile 
threats by North Korea, a 
government source said 
on Tuesday.

The ministry plans 
to set aside 47.2 billion 
yen to acquire a new type 
of interceptor missile to 
be loaded on Japanese 
destroyers equipped with 
the Aegis missile defence 
system, while also asking 
for funding to introduce a 
land-based Aegis system 
known as Aegis Ashore.

The fiscal 2018 
budget request would 
mark a 2.5 per cent rise 
from the initial budget for 
the current year through 
March. Japan’s defence 
budget has been on the 
rise from fiscal 2013 un-
der Prime Minister Shin-
zo Abe’s government and 
topped 5 trillion yen in 
the fiscal 2017 budget for 
a second-straight year.

The Defence Minis-
try will leave open the 
actual sum it is expecting 
for designing the Aegis 
Ashore programme be-
cause of the need for con-

sultations with the Unit-
ed States that owns the 
technology. But it plans 
to finalize the costs by 
the end of the year when 
the government will 
draw up the fiscal 2018 
budget plan.

Under Japan’s cur-
rent multi-tier ballistic 
missile defence system, 
the Maritime Self-De-
fence Force’s Aegis de-
stroyers equipped with 
Standard Missile-3 inter-
ceptors are tasked with 
stopping missiles in the 
outer atmosphere.

If they fail, the Air 
Self-Defence Force’s Pa-
triot Advanced Capabili-
ty-3 surface-to-air guided 
interceptors are the next 
line of defence against 
missile attack.

In the budgetary 
request, the ministry 
plans to spend 20.5 billion 
yen to purchase an im-
proved version of PAC-3 
missiles known as PAC-3 
MSE. It also wants to set 
aside 10.7 billion yen to 
upgrade its air defence 
radar network as part 
of efforts to prepare for 
missiles launched on a 
highly “lofted” trajectory 
that are more difficult to 
intercept than those fired 
on a normal trajectory. 
—Kyodo News 

Record 5.2 
trillion yen 
defence budget 
sought amid N 
Korea concerns
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Kesha thanks fans as ‘Rainbow’ 
comeback debuts at top of 
Billboard
LOS ANGELES —  Kesha scored 
top billing on the Billboard 200 
chart with her comeback album 
“Rainbow,” her first studio album 
in five years amid a bitter legal 
battle over her record contract.

The 30-year-old singer sold 
some 116,000 units of “Rainbow,” 
according to data on Monday 
from Nielsen SoundScan, to give 
her the second-largest US sales 
week of 2017 by a female singer 
after Katy Perry’s “Witness.”

The Billboard 200 chart 
tallies units from album sales, 
song sales (10 songs equal one 
album) and streaming activity 
(1,500 streams equal one album).

“I am so grateful and so 
lucky and ... at a loss for words. 
thank you. thank you. Thank you. 
there were many days that my 
music was simply a coping tool, 
for my emotions,” Kesha said in 
a message on her Facebook page 
on Monday.

“Rainbow” mixes Kes-
ha’s signature pop sounds 
of seven years ago with raw, 
powerful songs in which she 

channels the frustra-
tion, hurt and anger 
she has felt during 
a lengthy court bat-
tle with her former 
producer, Dr Luke, 
whom she accused 
of emotional and 
sexual abuse.

D r  Lu k e 
denied  the 
al legations 
and coun-
ter-sued 
for def-
ama-

t i o n . 
That case, 

and Kes-
ha’s battle to 

be released 
from a multi-al

bum con-
tract with Sony 
Music, is still 

making its way 
through the US 

l e g a l 
system, even as 
Kesha decided to re-
lease “Rainbow” through 
the Sony Music group.

“Rainbow” knocked rap-
per Kendrick Lamar’s “Damn”, 
which was released in April, back 
to second place on the Billboard 
200, with another 43,000 units 
sold for the week.—Reuters 
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Bill Cosby was due back 
in court on Tuesday to seek 
a judge’s approval to have a 
lawyer who successfully de-
fended the late singer Michael 
Jackson against child moles-
tation charges represent the 
comedian at his sex assault 
retrial. Cosby’s first Pennsyl-
vania trial on charges that he 
sexually assaulted a former 
administrator at his alma 
mater ended in May with a 
hung jury, and the 80-year-old 
entertainer wants a new legal 
team to represent him when 
he faces the charges again in 
November. 

It was unclear if Cosby 
would attend the session 
Montgomery County Court 
of Common Pleas in Norris-
town, Pennsylvania, just out-
side Philadelphia.

The three-person defence 
team includes Tom Mesereau, 
who is best known for help-

ing to secure an acquittal for 
Jackson in the pop star’s 2005 
child molestation trial in Cali-
fornia.  Cosby built a long ca-
reer on a family-friendly style 
of comedy before several doz-
en women publicly accused 
him of sexual assault in a se-
ries of attacks dating back to 
the 1960s.

All but one of those allega-
tions was too old to be the sub-
ject of criminal prosecution. 
Andrea Constand, formerly 
of Temple University, accused 
Cosby of sexually assaulting 
her in his Philadelphia-area 
home in 2004, and he was 
charged in December 2015, 
shortly before the statute of 
limitations on the alleged 
crime was to expire.

Cosby has denied all 
wrongdoing and said that any 
sexual contact with any of his 
accusers was consensual.—
Reuters 

Cosby back in court with 
new legal team for sex 
assault trial

Harry Styles 
set for his own BBC special

London—Singer Harry 
Styles will have his own 

hour-long special at 
BBC after Michael 
Buble and Adele.

The special will 
feature the former 
One Direction stars 
singing tracks from 
his debut album, re-
ported Digital Spy.

It will be pre-
sented by his friend 
and TV personality 

Nick Grimshaw.
“Harry is a great per-

former and full of so many 
wonderful stories about 
his extraordinary career, 
which hell be sharing with 
us. I cant wait for this show,” 
Grimshaw said.

Styles recently made 
his feature f i lm debut 
with Christopher Nolans 
“Dunkirk” and was praised 
for his role in the World War 
II movie. —PTI 

British singer Harry Styles.  Photo: PTI

‘Logan Lucky’ writer mystery: Is 
she real? Yes, says Adam Driver

LONDON — The mystery over 
the identity of the screenwrit-
er of “Logan Lucky” deep-
ened on Monday when 
actor Adam Driver said 
the woman had been on 
the set of the heist ca-
per movie.

“Logan Lucky,” 
directed by Steven So-
derbergh and set in the 
world of NASCAR racing, 
has made headlines because 
of speculation over whether its 
first-time screenwriter, Rebec-
ca Blunt, really exists or is a 
pseudonym.

Driver’s remarks appear 
to be the first reported sight-
ing of Blunt.

Asked at the film’s London 
premiere on Monday whether 
he had met Rebecca Blunt, 
Driver told Reuters Television: 
“Yeah.”

“So she is real?,” Driver 
was asked.

“Yes, she’s been on set,” 

Driver added.
The Hollywood Report-

er, citing multiple unnamed 
sources, said in July that no 
writer named Rebecca Blunt 
existed and that the name was 
a ruse that deceived Driver 
and his co-stars Daniel Craig 
and Channing Tatum while the 
film was being shot.

The Hollywood Reporter 
in July noted that Blunt has 

no other mentions in movie 
and film union databases 

and has never been inter-
viewed or photographed 

during promotions for 
the film.

The trade publi-
cation also recalled 
that Soderbergh in-
vented names for what 

was in fact his work as 
a film editor and cine-

matographer on his 2015 
film “Magic Mike XXL.”

Soderbergh responded in 
July to the speculation about 
Blunt’s existence by telling 
Entertainment Weekly, “When 
people make a statement like 
that, they should be very 
careful, especially when it’s 
a woman screenwriter who 
is having her first screenplay 
produced.”

“Logan Lucky” opened in 
US movie theaters last week 
and starts its European rollout 
this week. —Reuters 

US actor Adam Driver.
   Photo: Reuters
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6:00 Am
♦♦ Paritta by Hilly Region 

Missionary Sayadsaw
7:00 Am

♦♦ Breakfast News
7:35 Am

♦♦ Money talk in Myanmar
8:35 Am

♦♦ Documentary
9:10 Am

♦♦ Documentary (Agri-
culture)

9:20 Am
♦♦ Life Struggle

9:35 Am
♦♦ Kyae Pwint Myae Yae 	

          Yin Khone Than
10:30 Am

♦♦ Pyi Thu Ni Ti
11:15 Am

♦♦ Documentary
11:35 Pm

♦♦ Analysis for Myanmar 
Movie

11:45 Pm
♦♦ ASEAN Programme

12:30 Pm
♦♦ TV Drama Series 

1:00 Pm
♦♦ Myanmar  Traditional 

Performing Arts 
Competition

2:15 Pm
♦♦ TV Drama Series 

3:00 Pm
♦♦ Peace  Music Festival 

(Yangon) (Part-3)
5:20 Pm

♦♦ Blast the Ball  
( Part-1)

5:30 Pm
♦♦ MRTV Travelogue

6:20 Pm
♦♦ Football  Magazine

6:35 Pm
♦♦ Real Story Real 

Movie
7:15 Pm

♦♦ TV Drama Series
8:00 Pm

♦♦ News/ Internation-
al News/ Weather 
Report

8:35 Pm
♦♦ Road to SEA Games 

29th SEA Games 
Programme

♦♦ TV Drama Series
♦♦ TV Drama Series
♦♦ Musician's Talk

Programme Schedule   
(23-8-2017, Wednesday)

07:03	 Am	 News

07:26	 Am	 Myanmar Charitable Labour Association

07:38	 Am	 Five-Star Ocean Liners in Myanmar 

		   Waters 

07:52	 Am	 Delicacies From Magwe 

08:03	 Am	 News	

08:25	 Am	 The Korean Treasure, Perilla Oil

08:48	 Am	 Beauties of Makyee Island - Island of  

	                  Tamarind Tree

09:03	 Am	 News

09:26	 Am	 Kayin Child Boxer 

09:37	 Am	 The Legend of an ambul Surgeon - EP-2

10:03	 Am	 News

10:25	 Am	 Rakhine Tourist Area  

(23-8-2017 07:00am ~24-8-2017 07:00am) MST

Myanmar
International
Programme Schedule

10:56	 Am	 Hip-Hop and Design

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)- Tuesday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm)-Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time

07:03	 Pm	 News

07:27	 Pm	 To The Land of Countless Temples -  

	                 Bagan Trip (EP-2)

07:49	 Pm	 Paper Art Creator 

08:03	 Pm	 News

08:26	 Pm	 Myanmar Delicate Artistic Handy  

	                 Creations - Lacquer Ware Making

08:51	 Pm	 Entrepreneur: Soe Nyi Nyi

 (09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) -Today Repeat 	 (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)- Tuesday Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) - Today Repeat 	 (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am) 

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule

Britain's Big Ben falls silent for 
four years of renovation work

LONDON —  The "Big 
Ben" bell in the British 
parliament's famous clock 
tower tolled for the last 
time on Monday before it 
ceased its regular bongs 
for four years while reno-
vation work is carried out.

The bongs will sound 
for events such as New 
Year's Eve celebrations 
but the four-year length of 
the outage has caused con-
sternation among British 
politicians. Prime Minister 
Theresa May has said the 
length of the absence "can't 
be right".

The hammers which 
have struck the 13.7 tonne 
bell every hour for most of 
the last 157 years will be 
locked and disconnected 
from the clock to ensure 
the safety of those working 
on the restoration in the 
tower, with the bell-ring-
ing not returning to normal 
until 2021.

Hundreds of people 
stood in silence along 
Westminster Bridge and 
Parliament Square to 
observe the final bongs, 
breaking into applause 
once the bells had ceased 

to ring. Officially called 
the Elizabeth Tower, the 
96-metre-tall clock tower 
that houses Big Ben is 
believed to be the most 
photographed building in 
the United Kingdom. Its 
lower sections are already 
covered in scaffolding.

The panel of lawmak-
ers responsible for the 
maintenance of parlia-
ment's buildings has said 
it will review the arrange-
ments following the back-
lash, but will still ensure 
worker safety is prioritised. 
— Reuters 

A statue of Boudica is seen near to the Queen Elizabeth Tower, which houses the 
Great Clock and the 'Big Ben' bell, at the Houses of Parliament in London, Britain on 20 
August, 2017.   Photo : REUTERS

Soviet-era 
ground effect 
vehicles
Moscow — A ground ef-
fect vehicle, also known 
as "ekranoplan," is a vehi-
cle capable of rising above 
ground or water due to 
the effect created by the 
aerodynamic interaction 
of the wings and the sur-
face.  

Although they may 
look l ike seaplanes, 
ground effect vehicles 

are not aircraft, as they 
are unable to fly freely 
in the air. According to 
Russian manufactur-
ers, sea-based multiro-
le ground effect vehicles 
may be created in Russia 
in 2020-2022. 

TASS recalls these fu-
turistic machines which 
were popular during So-
viet times.—Tass 

Lun-class ground effect vehicle (GEV) was designed by Rostislav Alexeyev and used by the Soviet and Russian 
navies until late 1990s. It carried the P-270 Mosquito guided missile. The only model of this class ever built, the MD-
160, entered service with the Black Sea Fleet in 1987.   Photo : TASS
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The Myanmar national women’s 
football team soundly defeated 
the team from the Philippines 
yesterday at the SEA Games in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, by a 
lopsided score of 6-0. 

The Myanmar women were 
relentless in scoring against the 
Philippines. Within four minutes 
of the start of play, Khin Moe 
Wai, a key player from Myanmar 
team, scored the first goal for 
Myanmar. 

Two minutes later, the sec-
ond goal was scored by Myan-
mar midfielder Win Theingi Tun. 

Twelve minutes later, the third 
goal was sent into the net by My-
anmar forward Ye Ye Oo.

One minute later, Naw Ar Lo 
Wer Phaw added the fourth goal 
of the match. 

At the 80-minute mark, Khin 
Moe Wai scored her second goal 
and the fifth for Myanmar. Four 
minutes into the additional time 
period, Khin Moe Wai scored her 
third goal of the match. At the 
2017 SEA Games, Myanmar has 
played 4 games, winning two. 
Myanmar now stands in third 
place with six points. Myanmar 
has scored 14 goals and has had 6 
goals scored against the team. 

Myanmar women’s football 
team blanks Philippines in 
SEA Games

Myanmar takes silver 
medal in Sepak Takraw 
men’s doubles
MYANMAR yesterday won 
the silver medal in the Sepak 
Takraw men’s team doubles 
against host country Malaysia 
by a score of 2-1 at the SEA 
Games being held in Malaysia. 

Myanmar’s first doubles 
team of Aung Myo Swe and 
Thant Zin Oo won 22-24, 16-21 
to Malaysia’s Amirul Zazwan 
Amir and Muhammad Afifud-
din Mohd Razali, in Titiwangsa 
Indoor Stadium.

The second doubles team 
of Myanmar Wai Lin Aung and 
Htet Myat Thu lost 21-14, 21-
18 to Malaysia’s Muhammad 

Kamal Ishak and Muhammad 
Suhairi Sulaiman.

In the third doubles, Myan-
mar beat their opponent 21-23 
and 8-21 and advanced to  the 
final.

The Myanmar doubles 
team play against Thailand in 
the final event last night lost by 
a score of 0-2 and had to settle 
for the silver medal.

In past SEA Games, the 
Myanmar Sepak Takraw 
men’s doubles team won the 
gold medal in 2015 and 2013 
and the silver medal in 2011.  
—Kyaw ZinTun 

Kyaw Zin Tun 

Myanmar women’s futsal team 
lost 1-3 against Indonesia and 
its men’s futsal team lost 1-6 
against Viet Nam yesterday at 
the Southeast Asia Games at 
Panasonic Stadium, Shah Alam, 
Malaysia.

Yesterday’s match was the 

Myanmar’s women’s team third 
straight loss, having been previ-
ously defeated by Malaysia, 1-2, 
and Thailand, 2-10.

It was the second loss of 
men’s team having been defeat-
ed by Malaysia 4-5.

So far, neither team has 
won a futsal match at this year’s 
SEA Games.

Five nations, Myanmar, Ma-
laysia, Indonesia, Thailand and 
Viet Nam, are competing in the 
SEA Games futsal competition.

The Myanmar women’s 
futsal team will play Viet 
Nam and the men’s team will 
play Thailand on 25 August 
and against Indonesia on 27  
August.  

Myanmar futsal teams faring poorly at SEA Games

Myanmar team takes six medals 
in wushu competition
Wushu competition at the 
Southeast Asian Games in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  
concluded yesterday after three 
days with Myanmar taking two 
medals each for gold, silver and 
bronze.

Wushu is a martial art with 
full contact and form category 
competitions. 

Wushu form competitions 

include open-hand, staff and 
sword categories.

Myat Thet Hsu Wai Phyo 
won a women’s gold medal and 
Thein Than Oo won a men’s 
gold medal for Myanmar’s 
wushu team. Sandy Oo and Aye 
Thitsar Myint won women’s and 
men’s medals, respectively.

Sandy Oo and Khant Min 
Htet won women’s and men’s 

medals, respectively.
Fifty-one wushu medals 

were granted this year. Malay-
sia took 14 medals, Viet Nam 
took 10, Indonesia took nine, 
Singapore took eight medals 
and the Philippines and Brunei 
took two medals each. 

The SEA Games feature 17 
events, eight for men and nine 
for women. —GNLM

Myanmar billiards players advance to finals

Myanmar billiards players 
Aung Htay and Minn Sithu Tun 
advanced to the finals of the 
nine-ball doubles competition 
at the 29th SEA Games, beating 
the team from Viet Nam by a 
score of 3-1 in the semifinals 

yesterday. In the other semifi-
nal match, Thailand defeated 
Singapore and also advanced 
to the final.

Myanmar will compete 
against Thailand tonight for the 
gold medal.   Billiards and snook-

er at the 2017 Southeast Asian 
Games featured competitions 
in five events (all for men) — 
English billiards singles, nine-
ball singles, nine-ball doubles, 
snookers singles and snooker 
doubles. —Ye Yint Shine 

Myanmar and Philippines women players vie for the ball.   PHOTO: MFF

Myanmar’s striker in action during their Sepak Takraw match against 
Malaysia’s player at the 29th SEA Games, Malaysia   Photo: Public 
sport s and Educative department


