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President U Htin Kyaw and 
wife paid respects to the head 
of the shwe Kyin religious Or-
der sayadaw receiving medical 
treatment at the Mandalay Gen-
eral Hospital and received advice 

from sayadaws from sangha 
organizations at different levels 
yesterday afternoon. 

President U Htin Kyaw and 
wife daw su su Lwin arrived 
in Mandalay by air from nay 

Pyi taw, and paid respects to 
Abhidhaja Maharattha Guru Ab-
hidhaja Agga Maha saddhamma 
Jotika Bhaddanta Agghiya, head 
of the shwe Kyin religious Or-
der at the intensive Care Unit in 

Mandalay General Hospital ac-
companied by Union Ministers 
dr Myo thein Gyi, dr Myint 
Htwe, thura U Aung Ko, dr Zaw 
Myint Maung, Chief Minister 
of Mandalay region Cabinet, 

U Aung Kyaw Oo, speaker of 
Mandalay region Hluttaw, Ma-
jor General Win Bo shein, Com-
mander of Central Command and 
donated offertories. 

SEE PagE 3 >>

President U Htin Kyaw and wife, pay respects to head of 
Shwe Kyin Religious Order, receive advice from Sayadaws

Protections for pachyderms finalised
tHe Ministry of natu-

ral resources and envi-
ronmental Conservation 

(MOnreC) has called for urgent 
action to reverse the decline in 
the wild elephant population of 
Myanmar, which are being killed 
at an increasing rate, while se-
curing the future of the country’s 
former timber-trade elephants. 

these objectives have been 
outlined in the Myanmar el-
ephant Conservation Action 
Plan (MeCAP) — the country’s 
first-ever plan for the conserva-
tion of this species developed 
through extensive consultation 
over the last 12 months and cul-
minating in a workshop last week 
in nay Pyi taw. 

the plan outlines priorities 
over the next 10 years to safe-
guard these iconic animals for 
future generations, including en-
gaging the public in the control 
of illegal poaching, trade and 
consumption of elephants and 
their parts. the strategy is also 
designed to ensure Myanmar’s 
laws and policies are consistent 
with international commitments 
such as the Convention on in-
ternational trade in endangered 
species (Cites). 

“elephant conservation 
started with Myanmar’s kings,” 
said His excellency U Ohn Win, 
Union Minister for MOnreC. 
“the urgency now for elephant 

Fauna & Flora international 
(FFi), the international elephant 
Foundation (ieF), elephant Fam-
ily, Friends of Wildlife and the 
smithsonian Conservation Biol-
ogy institute (sCBi). 

the number of elephants 
killed has increased dramatical-
ly since 2010, with 133 wild el-
ephant deaths recorded over the 
last seven years, including 25 in 
2016 alone. 

“Habitat loss, poaching and 
human-elephant conflict are 
pressing threats to elephant con-
servation in Myanmar,” said dr. 
simon Hedges, elephant Coor-
dinator at WCs. “this workshop 
and its resulting outcomes rep-
resent a significant achievement 
towards securing the future of 
Asian elephants.” 

 “the Myanmar Government 
is seriously considering the rec-
ommendations of Cites to close 
its domestic ivory trade and to 
secure, register and manage our 
existing stockpiles of ivory,”said  
U Win naing thaw, director of 
the nature and Wildlife Conser-
vation division (nWCd) of the 
Forest department. “We also 
need additional support for the 
protection of elephants in the 
wild. this conservation plan for 
elephants is a great step forward, 
and we now have a solid founda-
tion to address this vital issue in 
Myanmar.”—GNLM/WCS

conservation action is due to the 
increasing killing of elephants for 
illegal trade in ivory and parts. 
the Myanmar elephant Conser-
vation Action Plan (MeCAP) 
is very important to support the 
long-term survival of Myanmar’s 
elephants.”

Myanmar is thought to be 
home to approximately 2,000 wild 
elephants, which are under increas-
ing threat from poachers for their 

ivory, their skin and other parts. 
the animals are also captured live 
and traded. Myanmar also has 
about 6,000 Asian elephants previ-
ously used in the timber industry. 
new measures to secure the future 
of these elephants are now required 
in face of the downsizing of the 
logging sector.

the MeCAP effort, led by 
the Forest department under 
MOnreC, was developed in 

collaboration with eight govern-
ment departments and agencies, 
including the Myanmar timber 
enterprise (Mte), which is the 
largest owner of elephants in 
the country. the development 
process has been supported by 
numerous international and lo-
cal experts and organisations 
including the Wildlife Conserva-
tion society (WCs), the World 
Wide Fund for nature (WWF), 

Better hope for the future of this juvenile elephant in the wild. Photo: WCS MyanMar
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450 fined for driving without seat belts
AS MANY AS 450 driv-
ers in Mandalay were each 
fined Ks30,000 for failing 
to wear a seat belt, accord-
ing to local traffic police. 

Beginning on the first 
day of the month, author-
ities are carrying out traf-
fic rule enforcement in the 
region to reduce possible 
road accidents. Action is 
being taken against those 
who did not wear a seat 
belt while driving on the 
road, said Police Lt-Col 
Kan Thein from No. 3 

Traffic Police Station.
According to the Mo-

tor Vehicle Law enacted 
in 2015, anyone found to 
have broken the prohibi-
tion related to failing to 
wear a safety belt while 
driving will be punished 
with a fine of not more 
than Ks30,000.

Prior to the pro-
gramme, traffic police 
shared road safety knowl-
edge and related laws, 
rules and regulations to 
the general public in sev-

en districts by conducting 
educative seminars and 
distributing pamphlets.  

Seat belt usage reduc-
es the chance of traffic-re-
lated fatalities by 45 per 
cent, studies show. In most 
cases, seat belts prevent 
ejection from the vehicle 
during a crash. Wearing 
a seat belt helps to mini-
mise the body coming into 
contact with the interior of 
the vehicle, reducing inju-
ries by half.—Myitmakha 
News Agency

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission

Nay Pyi Taw
Notification 3/2017

14th Waning of Pyatho, 1378 ME
(26 January, 2017)

Two Defence Services Personnel representatives substituted
According to a request made in accordance with Section 33 of the Amyotha Hlut-

taw Election Law to substitute two Defence Services Personnel Representatives who 
are parliamentarians, the Union Election Commission scrutinized and substituted the 
following two Amyotha Hluttaw representatives shown on the left column under the 
Notification 2/2016 of the commission dated 18-1-2016 and the Notification 7/2016 of 
the commission dated 26-2-2016 with those shown on the right column.

The Defence Services Personnel Representatives of Amyotha Hluttaw to be sub-
stituted were nominated by the Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services in the 
second multi-party general election held on 8 November 2015.

(1) BC 28693 BC 18399
 Major Tin Aung Moe Col Than Htay
(2) BC 52277 BC 18840
 Capt Min Min Thein Col Ohn Cho

By order,
(Tin Tun)
Secretary

Union Election Commission

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission

Nay Pyi Taw
Notification 2/2017

14th Waning of Pyatho, 1378 ME
(26 January, 2017)

Five Defence Services Personnel representatives substituted
According to a request made in accordance with Section 33 of the Pyithu Hlut-

taw Election Law to substitute five Defence Services Personnel Representatives who 
are parliamentarians, the Union Election Commission scrutinized and substituted the 
following five Pyithu Hluttaw representatives shown on the left column under the No-
tification 1/2016 of the commission dated 18-1-2016 with those shown on the right 
column.

The Defence Services Personnel Representatives of Pyithu Hluttaw to be sub-
stituted were nominated by the Commander-in-Chief of the Defence Services in the 
second multi-party general election held on 8 November 2015.

(1) Navy 3797 BC 17547
 Lt-Cmdr Tint Lwin Soe Col Soe Win
(2) Navy 4038 BC 19504
 Lt-Cmdr Aye Min Soe Col Nay Lin
(3) Navy 4108 BC 19546
 Lt-Cmdr Thiha Zaw Col Myint Cho
(4) Navy 4111 BC 15191
 Lt-Cmdr Kyaw Thuya Col Kyi Shwe
(5) Air 2552 BC 17989
 Major Nay Lin Aung Col Khin Maung Cho

By order,
(Tin Tun)
Secretary

Union Election Commission

Myanmar police chief receives deputy 
chief of Japanese Police
MyANMAR Police Forces  
Chief Police Maj-Gen Zaw 
Win met the deputy chief of 
the Japanese Police at Myan-
mar Police Force headquar-
ters yesterday morning.

They discussed the pro-
motion of cooperation be-
tween the two police forces, 
including investigation of 
crime prevention, the rule of 
law and cyber security. The 

Japanese deputy police chief 
invited the Myanmar police 
chief to visit Japan to ob-
serve the capacity building 
of the Japanese Police.—
Myanmar News Agency

High-ranking military meet with 
soldiers on Coco Island
Vice Senior General Soe 
Win, Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief of the Defence 
Services and Command-
er-in-Chief (Army) arrived 
on Coco Island Wednesday 
morning to inspect the pro-
gress of construction pro-
jects.

A jetty on the coast 
and a road to Kywet Island 
are in the process of being 
built, military officials said. 

In the afternoon, 
Vice-Senior General met 
with departmental person-
nel and local people, in-
specting the Coco Island’s 

general hospital to encour-
age patients receiving med-
ical treatment. 

In the evening 
Vice-Senior Gener-
al Soe Win met with 
officers, rank-and-file 
soldiers and families. 
—Myanmar News Agency

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker visits 
Britain’s House of Commons

SPEAKER of Pyithu Hlut-
taw U Win Myint, who is 
currently visiting the UK, 
met with Sir Edward Gar-
nier, QC Barrister, MP, at 
the Park Plaza Westminster 
Bridge Hotel in London 
Wednesday morning to dis-
cuss legal affairs.

Later, the delegation 
led by the speaker visited 

The House of Commons 
to view parliamentary 
proceedings, including 
responses of the British 
prime ministers and cabinet 
members to queries raised 
by MPs. During the ses-
sion of the lower house of 
the parliament, the speaker 
of the House of Commons 
and Prime Minister Mrs. 

Theresa May formally 
extended greetings to the 
Myanmar delegation. The 
session was also attended 
by U Saw, Chairman of Py-
ithu Hluttaw Fundamental 
Rights of the Citizens, De-
mocracy and Human Rights 
Committee and Hluttaw 
committee members. 
— Myanmar News Agency

Vice-Senior General Soe Win with officers inspect poultry on Coco Island. Photo: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw speaker U Win Myint with Sir Edward Garnier are discussing legal affairs 
in London. Photo: MNA

Fallow and virgin land to be taken back in Mandalay
MANDALAy’S region-
al government will give 
back farmers over 50,000 
acres of fallow and virgin 
land seized by the previous 
administration and given 
to businessmen for state 
projects, according to the 
Mandalay government.

“The businessmen 
were granted over 60,000 
acres of land in Manda-
lay region by the previous 
government. We will take 

back the land from the 
businessmen who failed 
to use them for business 
and give them back to the 
farmers,” said Dr. Soe 
Than, Mandalay region 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Livestock and Irrigation.

The move will hope-
fully end much of the ac-
rimony over land grabs 
by the government in the 
name of development.

“We will take back 

the fallow and virgin land 
which were granted under 
section 30 (B) for alterna-
tive uses. We will solve all 
the land problems within 
2017,” the minister added.  

The land to be given 
back is mostly from Pathe-
inGyi, Pyin Oo Lwin, 
Mandalay and Nyaung 
U, according to the   
Mandalay region govern-
ment.— Myitmakha News 
Agency
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>> From page 1
Afterwards, the President 

and wife attended the ceremony 
to receive the words of advice 
and guidance from Reverend 
Sayadaws from religious orders 
held at the Great Convocation 
Hall of the Mandalay State Pari-
yatti Sasana University. 

At the ceremony, President 
U Htin Kyaw supplicated the 
Sayadaws solemnly that he was 
very happy to pay respects to 
the Sayadaws and at the same 
time to receive words of advice. 
Vice-Chairman of the State 
Sangha Maha Nayaka Commit-
tee preached a sermon, “Ways 
for kings to abide by to avoid 
destruction,” and the Ten Kingly 
Code of Conduct of Kings. 

Then, the President, his wife 
and party donated offertories to 
the Sayadaws.—Myanmar News 
Agency

president U Htin Kyaw and wife, pay respect to head of 
Shwe Kyin religious order, receive advice from Sayadaws

U MyiNT SWe, Vice President 
of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, and wife Daw Khin 
Thet Htay attended the 68th an-
niversary celebration reception 
of india’s Republic Day, held at 
the residence of the indian Am-
bassador to Myanmar in yangon 
yesterday evening. 

Present at the ceremony 
were U Aye Tha Aung, Deputy 
Speaker of the Amyotha Hlut-
taw, U Phyo Min Thein, Chief 
Minister of the yangon Region 
Government, U Win Thein, Chief 
Minister of Bago Region, Lt 
General Tun Tun Naung of the 
Office of Commander-in-Chief 
(Army) and wife, Brigadier Gen-
eral Myo Zaw Thein, Command-
er of yangon Command, Minis-
ters of yangon Region Cabinet, 
Tatmataw officials, ambassadors 
from foreign embassies, military 
attaches and responsible officials 
from embassies, resident repre-
sentatives of UN organizations 
and invited guests. 

First of all, Vice President U 
Myint Swe and H.e. Mr Vikram 
Misri, indian Ambassador to 
Myanmar, took places on the 
platform and paid a salute to the 

Htin Kyaw, and Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi, State Counsellor. The 
visits have not only shown con-
tinued maintenance of bilateral 
friendly relations but also open-
ing a new chapter of cooperation 
between the two countries. The 
two countries conducted them-
selves with good close ties in the 
regional and international arenas 
for years, based on similar ex-
periences. Now we hope for in-
creased cooperation in the sectors 
of transport, communication, ed-
ucation, science, technology, ag-
riculture and culture.  We greatly 
value the support and cooperation 
of the successive governments of 
the Republic of india in our ef-
forts to rebuild our country. We 
wish the Republic of india further 
success in developing the country 
and we hope to have deeper rela-
tions between the two countries.”

Then, the Vice President and 
the indian ambassador to My-
anmar posed for a documentary 
photo, together with those pres-
ent at the ceremony. Afterwards, 
the indian Ambassador and wife 
hosted a dinner for the Vice 
President and wife and invited 
guests.—Myanmar News Agency

Vice president U myint Swe attends 68th anniversary of India’s republic Day 
indian and Myanmar national 
flags with the accompaniment of 
national anthems, followed by a 
greeting from the indian Ambas-
sador to Myanmar. 

in his address, Vice Presi-
dent U Myint Swe said: “We not-

ed that there had been  friendly 
relations between Myanmar and 
india since 4 January 1948. it is 
not necessary to specifically ex-
press that similarity in cultures 
and traditions between the two 
countries led to mutual consol-

idation. Besides, the two coun-
tries have strong desires for the 
peace, stability and development 
in our regions and in the world. 
i would happily like to recount 
recent state visits to the Repub-
lic of india, made by President U 

16 apartments for industrial zone workers completed

OUT of 18 five-storey buildings 
planned for workers in the Shwe 
Linban industrial Zone, 16 have 
been completed, according to the 
chairman of the industrial zone 
committee.

Construction of the building 
started in 2015. Apartments will 
be sold to through an instalment 
payment system.

U Aue Thaung said that all 

the apartments in the housing 
complex for workers, over 1,000 
flats, have been sold even before 
their construction was complete.

“Sixteen apartment buildings 
have been completed and foun-
dations have been laid for the re-
maining two,” he added.

The remaining apartment 
buildings will be completed be-
fore the next rainy season.

Only factory owners have 
been allowed to buy the apart-

ments, which are worth between 
Ks6 million to Ks9 million, to ac-
commodate their workers. Buyers 
included garment factory owners 
and other factory owners includ-
ing foreigners, who are not per-
mitted to buy apartments in their 
names but manage to buy apart-
ments in other people’s names, 
according to the chairman of the 
industrial zone committee. A tax-
free wet market and a clinic are 
also included in the project.

Ko Moe

president U Htin Kyaw and wife, pay respect to the Sayadaws in mandalay. Photo: MNA

New 40-bed Sangha hospital
to be built in Thaton
A new hospital in Sangha will be 
built in the compound of Thaton 
district general hospital at a cost 
of over Ks270 million, according 
to Thaton district  officials. 

“The previous Sangha hospi-
tal is very old. The roofs are also 
damaged. So, Sangha cannot stay 
at the the hospital any more. There-
fore, we have tried very hard to 
build a modern hospital for three 

or four years. We have been faced 
with great difficulty,” said U Khin 
Shwe Thin, chairman of Thaton 
District Sangha Care Centre. 

The new Sangha hospital 
will be 100 feet in length, 38 
feet wide and 12 feet high. The 
two-storey Sangha hospital will 
cost Ks278.7 million and will be 
able to treat about 40 patients at a 
time.—Myitmakha News Agency

Vice president U myint Swe  is welcomed by Indian ambassador  mr mr Vikram misri. Photo: MNA
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authorities to spend 
Ks60 billion to add more 
buses on YBs system

YANGON Region government 
will spend Ks60 billion on buy-
ing new passenger buses to offer 
better transportation service to 
millions of commuters, said U 
Phyo Min Thein, Yangon Region 
Chief Minister. 

Yangon Bus Service, the 
new public transport system, re-
placed an old private system that 
was fragmented, with the govern-
ment planning to continue further 
improvements on the new system 
at a slow but steady speed, U 
Phyo Min Thein said.

He went on to say that the 
regional government is carrying 
out the development process by 
enhancing the involvement of 
bus owners in transforming the 
new system. 

To control undisciplined 
drivers on public buses, the Yan-
gon Region government is now 
arranging to install GPS naviga-
tion devices in YBS buses. 

The country launched the 
new YBS system in the coun-
try’s largest city on 16 January. 
The changes aim to reduce traf-
fic jams and ensure operation of 
the bus service according to the 
system.

 The government will revise 
the progress of the new system 
every three months, planning to 
turn the bus lines under the YBS 
system into public bus lines with-
in this year. Afterward, CCTV 
cameras and a card system for 
paying fares will be installed in 
the buses. 

The Yangon Region Trans-
port Authority announced its 

plans to use 55 buses for short 
routes and over 100 buses for 
longer routes under the new pro-
gramme. 

The quality of the service of 

the bus lines provided to passen-
gers will be monitored and those 
who fail to abide by the rules will 
face legal action under the exist-
ing laws, rules and regulations. 

The commercial capital of 
Yangon has a population of more 
than five million. About 2.5 mil-
lion use the public transport ser-
vice on a daily basis. 

news

TWO teenage boys were killed 
in a head-on collision between a 
motorbike and a container car on 
Yangon-Mawlamyine Road in 
Paung Township in Mon State on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

Police say the 15-year-old 
boys riding a motorbike crashed 
into an oncoming container car 
heading from Yangon to Maw-
lamyine in the middle of the road 
near Pankon Village on 25 Janu-
ary. Motorcyclist Zaw Naing Tun 

with Myat Min Htet on board died 
on the spot from their serious in-
juries. They are both from Pankon 
Village, according to the police 
investigation. 

U Ohn Hlaing, 50, the driv-
er of the container car, who re-
sides in Thaton Township, and 
the motorcyclist Zaw Naing Tun 
have been charged by Paung My-
oma Police Station under Sec-
tion 304 (A) of the Penal Code. 
—Myitmakha News Agency

U Nyo Oo, 30, an elephant ma-
hout, was killed when he slipped 
and fell down from the elephant 
near Seven Mile Village, Hopin 
town, Mohnyin Township on 
Tuesday. 

According to the investi-
gation, the mahout fell down as 
he was trying to climb up the 
elephant. The elephant became 
agitated and squeezed him with 
his trunk.

The mahout was seriously 
injured and died shortly after he 
arrived at Hopin General Hospi-
tal. 

U Nyo Oo is the third per-
son who has been killed by the 
38-year-old elephant, which was 
bought by Daw Win Tin in 2010. 
The elephant killed one mahout 
in 2012 and killed the son of 
the elephant owner in 2014.  
—Salai Mang Ngai

adolescents killed in head-on crash 
on Yangon-Mawlamyine Road

elephant kills mahout in Mohnyin

Photo: MyitMakha News ageNcy

Volunteers invited to help basic 
computer learners in Kawhmu Township
LOCAL technical associations 
are seeking four volunteers to 
teach a basic computer course to 
those in Kawhmu Township on 
the outskirts of Yangon.

The Yangon Region Com-
puter Professionals Association 
and the Yangon Region Com-
puter Entrepreneurs Association 
plan to conduct a four-month 
computing foundation course for 
beginners in Kawhmu Township 
through its mobile ICT learning 
center.

An official of the YRCPA 

said accommodations and food 
for the volunteers would be 
available free of charge. They 
all will be provided Ks650,000 
each for a four-month period as 
training fees plus an honourable 
certificate and recommendation 
letter.  “I plan to apply for the 
project together with friends of 
mine to share basic computer 
skills to local learners without 
any digital experience,” said Ko 
Aung Thu, a young man who has 
a Bachelor of Computer Science 
degree and wishes to get a certif-

icate and recommendations from 
the organisers for his next job.

The four-month course will 
cover both theoretical and prac-
tical knowledge of Microsoft 
Windows 8 Operating System, 
MS Office 2010 (Word, Excel, 
Power Point) and basic knowl-
edge on using the Internet.

Those interested may send 
applications to yrcpaoffice@
gmail.com or call 01 652279 
and 09 73088300 of the YRCPA 
no later than 4 p.m. on 1 Febru-
ary.—Myitmakha News Agency

Talks on Health and Traffic rules held  in Taungoo
JOINTLY organized by Infor-
mation and Public Relations 
Department, Taungoo District 
Health Department, and  No. 12 
Traffic Police Unit, educational 
talks on Health and Traffic rule 
were held at the Taungoo Dis-
trict Public Library  in Taungoo, 
Bago Region on 23 January. 

At the talks, Township 
Health Officer Dr. Ei Ei Min 
Naung talked about means of 
prevention of filariasis and 
Health awareness while police 
captain Ohn Kyaw of No 12 
Traffic Police Unit  stressed the 
importance of the need to wear 
helmets while riding on motor-

bike as well as traffic rules. 
Members of Township 

Women’s Affairs Committee, 
Township Maternal  and Child 
Welfare Association, adminis-
trators of Wards and Villages 
and villagers numbers about 50 
attended the talks.   — Shwe Win 
(Pyay)

Pathein umbrellas in high demand from abroad
PATHEIN umbrellas continue to 
be in demand as one of the most 
favourite souvenirs for tourists 
and for use as gifts and cultural 
symbols in Myanmar. 

Currently, about two-thirds 
of Pathein umbrellas are export-
ed because of high demand from 
foreign countries, according to 
Pathein umbrella manufacturers 
and traders.

Pathein umbrellas are also 
ordered by hotels in Ngwehsaung, 

Chaungtha and Ngapali beaches 
and also those in Yangon, Man-
dalay, Nay Pyi Taw, Taunggyi 
and Mawlamyine for decoration 
purposes. They are also ordered 
to be given as gifts at novitiation 
ceremonies, ear-piercing cere-
monies and wedding receptions.

Moreover, Pathein umbrel-
las are in high demand from 
Magwe, Bago, Mawlamyine and 
Hpa-an as well as from Germany, 
France, New Zealand, Australia, 

Italy and the US. 
The prices of a pathein um-

brella ranges between Ks2,000 
and Ks100,000 depending on the 
size, design and texture. Pathein 
umbrellas are manufactured for 
monks, novices, nuns, ladies and 
children as well as for fashion-
able consumers.

The Pathein umbrella mar-
ket in Pathein Township exports 
about 400 to 500 Pathein umbrel-
las to Germany every year.—200

commuters are waiting to take a bus at sule bus-stop in downtown Yangon. Photo: Phoe khwar
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Kanbawza bank (Kbz), in 
partnership with Visa, the US 
global payments technology 
company, introduced two new 
credit cards on wednesday, the 
first cards denominated in kyats, 
which will enable cardholders 
to buy goods at more than 40 
million merchants in Myanmar, 
abroad and online. 

The two types of Visa cred-
it cards, Visa Classic and Visa 
Platinum, are equipped with both 
with Visa paywave contact-
less technology, allowing card-
holders to “tap and pay” at Visa 
paywave-enabled point-of-sale 
terminals without the need of a 
signature for payment, in addi-
tion to the usual “swipe” or “in-
sert” payment methods. The plat-
inum card has higher spending 
and credit limits than the classic 
card.

The launching ceremony for 
the news credit cards was held 
at Melia Hotel in Yangon, with 
Director-General of the Central 
bank of Myanmar Daw Thida 
Myo aung, Chairman of Kbz 
bank U aung Ko win, executive 
directors Daw nang Lang Kham 
and Daw nang Kham naung and 
Group Country Manager, South-
east asia, Visa Mr Rajiv Ra-
manathan.

Customers will be able to use 
the card to make purchases online 
or around the world at more than 

KBZ and Visa launch new credit cards

40 million outlets that accept 
Visa worldwide, including 7,000 
in Myanmar, and to withdraw 
cash up to a certain limit deter-
mined individually. 

 “Today is the beginning of 
an exciting new era of a cashless 
society. we fully believe that the 
Kbz Visa Credit Card will cer-
tainly contribute to development 
of the socio-economy of the peo-
ple of Myanmar and boosting 
the country’s economy,” said U 
Than Cho, Vice-Chairman-2 of 
the Kbz bank.

Kbz bank has encouraged 
customers to use the cards re-

sponsibly, promising that it 
will be on hand to offer advice 
through its branches and call 
centres. 

 It is also running its #Kb-
zCreditSmart campaign on how 
to be responsible with credit 
cards and maximise the benefits 
offered through their proper use. 
This communications platform 
designed by the bank educates 
customers on how to avoid debt 
and get the most value from their 
card.

 If people pay back their 
entire balance on time, they will 
not incur any interest or late pay-

ment fees. 
Kbz bank, the Myanmar’s 

largest taxpayer for five consec-
utive years, has achieved several 
awards for banking awarded by 
international institutions from 
2013 to 2016. It has opened its 
representative offices in Thai-
land, Singapore and Malaysia.

with establishment of the 
Kbz brighter Future Myan-
mar Foundation, the bank has 
carried out philanthropic works 
nationwide, especially, in educa-
tion,  health, social and disaster 
preparedness and rehabilitation 
sectors.

 Thura Lwin (Eco)

Garment 
enterprises 
can soon apply 
for import 
licenses online
IMPoRT licenses for garment 
enterprises will soon to be avail-
able online, according to an an-
nouncement released by the Di-
rectorate of Trade.

To test this system for garment 
enterprises, ten garment companies 
were experimentally approved via 
the online system. Concerted ef-
forts are now being exerted to issue 
import licenses for all the garment 
enterprises through an online sys-
tem in the future, it is learnt. 

In a bid to achieve a fully on-
line licensing system for garment 
raw materials import, the trade 
department is linking with the My-
anmar Garment Entrepreneurs as-
sociation.

The online import/export li-
censing system was launched by 
the Ministry of Commerce on 7 
Jun 2016. 

Export from garment industry 
fetched US$1.65billion in 2015, 
whereas it hit over US$2billion in 
2016, according to the Myanmar 
Garment Entrepreneurs associa-
tion. Myanmar garment enterpris-
es use Cutting-Making and Pack-
ing (CMP) system, with orders 
received mostly from European 
Union countries and Japan, it is 
learnt.—Mon Mon

With introduction of the new Visa credit cards by KBZ Bank and Visa, customers will be able to use the 
card at more than 40 million outlets that accept Visa worldwide.  Photo: thura Lwin (Eco)

THERE is a trade deficit of 
US$3,956.866million as of 20 
January in this fiscal year, with 
export values of US$8.8billion 
and import values of US$12.
79billion, according to the sta-
tistics of the Commerce Minis-
try. 

The trade balance is in 
deficit when imports exceed 
exports. External trade value 
from 1 april to 20 January in 
this fiscal year amounted to 
US$21.6million, which is up 
from US$21.5million in last fis-
cal year. 

The government is trying to 
reduce the trade deficit by scru-
tinising the import, except for 
essential items, according to the 
second five-year National De-
velopment Plan. Therefore, the 
import value this year was down 
by $481.658million compared 
to that of the last fiscal year. Im-
port values were $5,120.245mil 
for capital goods, $4,592.233mil 

for raw industrial materials and 
$3,083.033 for personal goods 
respectively.

The export value as of 20th 
January was up by $525.702mil 
compared to last year. out of 
seven export groups, manufac-
turing goods earned the high-
est at $4billion, however, that 
figure is down by $466.592mil 
compared to that in the similar 
period of last year.

Similarly, the export val-
ue of minerals was down by 
$140.343million against that 
of last year. However, the re-
maining exports managed to 
boost their export values, with 
export values of $2.2billion 
from agricultural products, 
$7.585mil from animal prod-
ucts, $430.864mil from fisheries 
products, $190.405mil from for-
est products and $1,259.205mil 
from other products, according 
to the Commerce Ministry.—
Ko Htet

SMaLL and Medium Industri-
al Development bank (SMIDb) 
and Kanbawza bank are discuss-
ing loan plans for small and me-
dium sized enterprises (SMEs) 
under the Credit Guarantee In-
surance system, according to the 
Directorate of Industrial Supervi-
sion and Inspection. 

Currently, Cb is offering 
CGI system to SME entrepre-
neurs through its link with Myan-
ma Insurance. SMIDb and Kbz 
are also interested in this loan 

plan to offer, it is learnt.
Firms providing credit guar-

antee insurance will take into ac-
count the reputation of a compa-
ny in establishing payment. 

The Directorate of Indus-
trial Supervision and Inspection 
asked for banks to loan SME 
entrepreneurs under the CGI 
system. However, only eight 
out of 503 businessmen were 
found to have access to a loan 
plan in conformity with the 
rules of the banks. 

Previously, SME business-
men had to take out a mortgage to 
take out loans. The CGI system, 
on the basis of a business plan, 
was introduced in favour of the 
businessmen who had difficulty 
in securing mortgage. 

an interest rate of 13 per 
cent is paid for under the CGI 
system, with no mortgage nec-
essary, with a premium rate of 3 
per cent a year. a maximum of 
Ks20million in one year can be 
borrowed.—200

wITH the global rubber price drop-
ping slightly, Myanmar’s rubber 
price is decreasing from Ks1,200 
to around Ks1,120 per pound in the 
last week of January. 

The decline in the exchange 
rate of US dollar andthe  global 
rubber price resulted in the fall 
in Myanmar’s rubber price. My-
anmar’s rubber market has re-
mained steady with regular buy-

ers and sellers. The good price of 
rubber prompted rubber growers 
to resume their businesses, which 
had been forced to shut down due 
to the low price in past years. as 
a result, the number of rubber 
growers rose this year, said U 
Khaing Myint, the secretary of 
Myanmar’s Rubber Planters and 
Producers association. 

The global rubber price was 

about US$2,600 per tonne in the 
third week of January, where-
as the price slipped to around 
US$2400 in the last week of Jan. 

Myanmar’s rubber price hit its 
lowest point of Ks480 per pound in 
2015 and 2016. There are over 1.6 
million acres of rubber plantations 
in Myanmar. China is the main 
buyer of Myanmar’s rubber.— 
Myitmakha News agency

Trade deficit of over US$ 3,950 
million as of 20th January

Myanmar’s rubber price falling slightly in late January

SMIDB and KBZ under discussion to offer CGI system
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China eyes stabilising role in call 
with Germany’s Merkel
SHANGHAi — Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang has 
called for China and Ger-
many to play a leading 
role to ensure the stabil-
ity of international mar-
kets amid an “uncertain” 
global political and eco-
nomic climate, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency 
said late on Wednesday.

During a call with 
German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel, the Chinese 
premier said “internation-
al political and economic 
scenes are facing several 
uncertain factors,” Xin-
hua reported.

“China and Germany 
should send stable signals 
to the global markets and 
jointly safeguard the ex-
isting international sys-
tem through trade and in-
vestment liberalisation,” 
Xinhua said, citing Li.

Amid a turbulent 
start by new US President 
Donald Trump, whose 
first days have been 
marked by media feuds 
and protests, China has 
been playing up its role 
as a steadying force from 
global trade to climate 
change.

Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, as a keynote 
speaker at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Davos, 

Japan ranks 2nd 
among top three 
investors in Indonesia
JAKARTA — Japan 
ranked second among top 
three investors in indone-
sia last year, up from third 
place in the previous year, 
a senior government offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

Thomas Lembong, 
chairman of the invest-
ment Coordinating Board, 
told a press conference that 
the realization of Japan’s 
investment in the country 
rose by 88 per cent from 
$2.87 billion in 2,030 pro-
jects in 2015 to $5.4 billion 
in 3,302 projects in 2016.

He said Japan is cur-
rently eyeing more infra-
structure megaprojects, 
such as the revitalization 
of the existing 725-kilom-
eter medium-speed railway 
network linking two largest 
business hubs of Jakarta 
and Surabaya with a total 
value of 80 trillion rupiah 
(about $6 billion).

indonesia offered the 
railway project to Japan af-
ter the latter lost out to Chi-
na in September 2015 in 
bidding to construct a high-
speed railway between in-
donesia’s capital and the 
West Java provincial capi-
tal Bandung.

Lembong said that 
like Japan, China’s invest-
ment in indonesia has been 

 rocketing.
China ranked third 

after Singapore and Japan 
among the top three inves-
tors with a total investment 
of $2.66 billion, jumping by 
324 per cent from $628.34 
million at the ninth position 
in the previous year.

The top investment of-
ficial said China had main-
ly invested in smelter and 
power plant businesses.

“No wonder if China 
will be the biggest investor 
in Asia and the Pacific,” he 
said.

Last year, the total re-
alization of domestic and 
investment in indonesia 
reached its highest record 
ever with a total value of 
$46.07 billion in which for-
eign investment represent-
ed 64.7 per cent of the total.

Singapore remained 
as the biggest investor last 
year with a total investment 
of $9.2 billion or 31.7 per 
cent of the total foreign in-
vestment. in fourth place 
was Hong Kong, followed 
by the Netherlands.

indonesia, Lembong 
said, is now targeting 
$50.97 billion and $62.85 
billion in domestic and for-
eign investments this year 
and next year, respective-
ly.—Kyodo News

Switzerland, also offered 
a vigorous defence of glo-
balisation and signalled 
Beijing’s desire to play a 
bigger role on the world 
stage.

Meanwhile, Trump, 
who took office last Fri-
day, has already signed 
an order withdrawing the 

United States from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
trade pact and threatened 
trade curbs, including a 
border tax on cars that 
Germany’s BMW plans 
to build at a new factory 
in Mexico.

Li also said Chi-
na would continue as a 

“staunch supporter” of 
European integration, 
amid growing pressure 
on the bloc following a 
referendum vote in Brit-
ain last year to leave 
the European Union. 
Trump has said Brexit 
could be a “great thing”. 
—Reuters

South Korea to boost economic cooperation 
with China amid THAAD concerns
SEOUL —  Worried that 
Beijing is punishing it over 
plans to deploy a US an-
ti-missile system, South 
Korea on Thursday said it 
will look to improve com-
munication and cooperation 
with China to resolve diffi-
culties faced by South Ko-
rean companies there.

The South Korean gov-
ernment will expand meet-
ings with local businesses 
doing trade with or in China 
and engage Chinese offi-
cials more frequently in in-
ternational meetings, South 
Korea’s finance ministry 
said in a statement released 
after a regular government 
meeting on external eco-
nomic conditions.

Beijing strongly ob-
jects to South Korea’s de-
cision last year to allow 
the United States to base 
a Terminal High Altitude 
Area Defence (THAAD) 
anti-missile battery in the 
country, worried that the 
system’s powerful radar can 
penetrate its territory.

South Korea and the 
United States say THAAD 
is only intended to curb the 
missile threat from North 
Korea.

Beijing is widely be-
lieved in South Korea to be 
retaliating over THAAD, 
including discriminating 
against some of its compa-
nies and cancelling perfor-
mances by Korean artists 
without explanation.

“These measures could 
not have come out of thin 
air,” a senior finance min-
istry official, who was not 
authorised to speak with the 
media and declined to be 
identified, told Reuters.

“it’s on everyone’s 
minds right now.”

Finance Minister Yoo 
il-ho has said the govern-
ment was looking into 
whether China’s recent re-
jections for South Korean 
charter flight applications 
was related to the THAAD 
deployment.

On Thursday, he said 
uncertainties linked to Chi-

na, South Korea’s biggest 
trading partner, could pose a 
threat to Asia’s fourth-larg-
est economy.

Kang Chang-beom, 
vice president at South 
Korean battery maker LG 
Chem Ltd, said in a Thurs-
day earnings presentation 
that plans were under way to 
minimise the risk from Chi-
na as much as possible, such 
as exporting batteries that it 
makes in China to offset de-
clining sales there. “i think 
there’s a risk the Chinese 
government’s discriminato-
ry measures against foreign 
companies will continue for 
the time being because of 
political issues,” he said.

On Tuesday, renowned 
South Korean soprano 
Sumi Jo said on her Twit-
ter account that her China 
tour had suddenly been 
cancelled after two years 
of preparations. it had been 
China that had initially in-
vited her to perform, she 
said. “it is greatly unfortu-
nate that conflict between 

countries is now interfering 
with pure culture and arts,” 
said Jo. 

Beijing has not con-
firmed whether such actions 
were linked to the anti-mis-
sile system deployment and 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chuny-
ing said on Wednesday 
she did not know anything 
about the Sumi Jo issue.

“As for people-to-peo-
ple exchanges, we have 
consistently supported Chi-
na and other countries hav-
ing friendly people-to-peo-
ple exchanges, as we think 
that these exchanges and the 
deepening of friendships are 
very important to develop-
ing relations between coun-
tries,” she said. 

“But under these cir-
cumstances, we hope South 
Korea can attach impor-
tance to China’s serious 
concerns and create even 
better conditions for normal 
people to people exchang-
es between the two coun-
tries.”—Reuters
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Plans to remove nuclear 
fuel at Fukushima 
delayed again — Nikkei

A member of the media, wearing a protective suit and a mask, looks at the No. 3 reactor building at Tokyo 
Electric Power Co’s (TEPCO) tsunami-crippled Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant in Okuma town, 
Fukushima prefecture, Japan in 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Tokyo — A plan to remove 
spent nuclear fuel from Tokyo 
Electric Power Co Holdings 
Inc’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
plant hit by the March 2011 tsu-
nami has been postponed again 
due to delays in preparation, the 
Nikkei business daily reported 
on Thursday.

Work is now set to begin 
in fiscal 2018 at the earliest, the 
Nikkei said.  Removal of the 
spent fuel from the No. 3 reactor 
was originally scheduled in the 
first half of fiscal 2015, and later 
revised to fiscal 2017 due to high 
levels of radioactivity around 

the facilities, the Japanese busi-
ness daily reported.

The timeline has been 
changed again as it was taking 
longer than expected to decon-
taminate buildings and clean up 
debris, the news agency report-
ed.

The report comes a few 
months after the Japanese gov-
ernment said in october the cost 
of cleaning up the Fukushima 
plant may rise to several billion 
dollars a year, adding that it 
would look into a possible sep-
aration of the nuclear business 
from the utility.—Reuters

US defence chief to visit 
South Korea next week 
on 1st overseas trip
SEoUL —  US Secretary of 
Defence James Mattis will of-
ficially visit South Korea next 
week on his first overseas trip 
since the Trump administration 
took office last week.

Seoul’s defence ministry 
said Thursday that Defence 
Minister Han Min-koo will 
hold a meeting on 2 February 
with the visiting US defence 
chief who is scheduled to make 
a two-day trip through 3 Febru-
ary.

Mattis’ visit reflects the 
importance of the korean Pen-
insula and the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, the firm South Korea-US 
alliance and the iron US com-
mitment to the bilateral defence 
treaty, the Seoul ministry said.

It would mark the first time 
for the Pentagon head to pick 
South Korea as the first over-
seas destination.

The US defence chief may 
raise the issue of shortage in 
Seoul’s financial contribution 
to US forces stationed in South 
korea.

During the 2016 campaign, 
US President Donald Trump 
said South korea should pay 

more for over 28,000 US troops 
in its soil, the legacy of the 
1950-53 Korean War.

The two defence ministers 
will talk about possible missile 
launches by the Democratic 
People’s Republic of korea 
(DPRk).

Top DPRk leader kim 
Jong Un said in his New year’s 
Day speech that his country had 
entered the final stage in prepa-
rations to test-fire a long-range 
ballistic rocket.

Issues possibly on the 
agenda would be the US mis-
sile shield deployment in South 
korea, which the two countries 
agreed upon in July last year.

The agreement to deploy 
Terminal High Altitude Area 
Defence (THAAD) in south-
eastern South korea by the end 
of this year triggered strong 
oppositions from China and 
Russia as its X-band radar can 
peer into territories of the two 
nations.

Following the South korea 
trip, Mattis is set to travel to Ja-
pan for a two-day visit to one of 
the two US allies in Northeast 
Asia. —Xinhua

India displays military might at Republic Day parade
NEW DELHI  —  India dis-
played its military might and 
cultural heritage Thursday at 
a grand parade in the heart of 
the national capital to mark the 
country’s 68th Republic Day.

The parade was witnessed 
by President Pranab Mukherjee, 
Vice President Hamid Ansari, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and visiting Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi, Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, who was the 

chief guest at this year’s Repub-
lic Day ceremony.

A flypast by Indian Air 
Force choppers marked the com-
mencement of the parade. Subse-
quently, a number of contingents 
from three wings of the Indi-
an armed forces — the Indian 
Army, Navy and the Air Force 
— marched past the parade.

For the first time, a contin-
gent of the elite National Secu-
rity Guard (NSG), which guards 

the country’s VIPs and stages 
high-security operations, took 
part in the parade in its black 
gear and gave President Mukher-
jee a ceremonial salute.

The NSG’s anti-hijacking 
van — Sherpa — a bulletproof 
armored vehicle that can with-
stand powerful explosions and 
can be driven underwater — also 
made its debut at the parade.

The parade also saw India 
showcasing its indigenous mili-

tary aircraft and missiles as three 
Tejas light combat aircraft flied 
past at a height of 300 metres. 
The display was followed by the 
Indian Army’s missile firing ca-
pability T-90 Bhishma tank and 
mobile launcher of BrahMos 
missiles.

The eye-catching display 
was by the daredevils on motor-
bikes who showcased their talent 
and skill by doing acrobatics on 
moving bikes on Rjapath, where 

the parade took place.
As a special gesture, a mil-

itary contingent of the United 
Arab Emirates also marched at 
the grand parade, becoming the 
first to participate in such an 
event in India. 

The 149-member con-
tingent from the UAE com-
prised of personnel from Pres-
idential Guards, the Air Force, 
the Navy, and the Army. 
—Xinhua

Panasonic India’s new washing machine 
designed to remove curry stains

Supplied photo shows the control panel of a fully automatic washing machine sold by Panasonic Corp.’s 
India subsidiary with a specialized course to remove curry stains. Photo: Kyodo News

NEW DELHI — Panasonic 
Corp.’s India subsidiary has be-
gun selling fully automatic wash-
ing machines with a specialized 
course to remove curry stains, ac-
cording to the company.

With this unique feature, 
a first in India, Panasonic India 
hopes to expand its market share 
in this growing market.

Although Panasonic has sold 
washing machines in India before 
now, consumers had complained 
that persistent curry stains could 

not be completely removed with 
detergents in common use.

So the Japanese manufactur-
er began working a new and im-
proved product.

It tapped Indian cuisine ex-
perts to analyze ingredients of 
curry dishes in each region and 
then set up a joint Japan-India 
team that spent about two years 
studying water temperature, wa-
ter flow and washing times suita-
ble for removing curry and other 
stains. The price of the new prod-

uct is about 22,000 to 28,500 ru-
pees ($323-$418), about 10 per 
cent higher than that of a conven-
tional washing machine.

Including the curry stain re-
moval course, it has a total of five 
courses corresponding to stains 
unique to India, such as hair oils.

The penetration rate of wash-
ing machines in India is as low 
as 10 per cent. Curry is a popular 
food in Japan, but the new product 
is not expected to be released in 
the country.—Kyodo News
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Write for us

Some Facebook users are corrupting the Myanmar language before we are aware of it
 
Khin Maung Oo EvEry country has its 

own characteristics: cul-
ture, customs and tradi-

tions, language, art and litera-
ture. Undeniably, these make 
us distinguishable from others. 
Socially-unacceptable ideas 
and habits disappear naturally. 
But we need to keep our own 
image. Our nation owes its ex-
istence to the determined ef-
forts of our ancestors to main-
tain these characteristics, of 
which the language is an im-
portant factor. Here I would 
like to express my emphatic re-
gret about our mother tongue, 
“Myanmar Language.” As a 
layman holding conventional 
views, I would not like to see 
our mother tongue deteriorat-
ing.  

Like any other living lan-
guage, new words including in-
vented ones are coming into 
our Myanmar language. Con-
currently, outdated, unaccept-
able and derogatory words are 
disappearing from our every-
day expressions. And we, espe-
cially youths are eager to create 

new avant-garde words. 
Among them are some nonsen-
sical words. youths are spread-
ing these meaningless words 
via Facebook, for example—
သယ္ရင္း for သူငယ္ခ်င္း which is 
meant for “friend”, and ဘြ for 
ဘဝ which is meant for “life”. It 
takes a country time to develop 
its language to the present 
state. All researchers who have 
studied the origin and develop-
ment of the Myanmar script 
know that its source was the 
Brahmi script which flourished 
in India from about 500 B. C. to 
over 300 A. D. The relationship 
and similarity between charac-
ters and letters forms suggests 
that there is no denying that 
Myanmar script had its source 
in Brahmi. The earliest Myan-
mar writing is from the Bagan 
period of the 11th and 12th 
centuries. Now I am highlight-
ing these so as to convince our 
Myanmar youths that our 
well-established Myanmar lan-
guage is a national heritage 
gained through the arduous ef-
forts of our forefathers. All of 

us, including the authorities, 
scholars, writers, mass media 
and Myanmar language lovers 
urgently need to persuade our 
youths to learn to admire the 
prestigious Myanmar lan-
guage, and not to fall into bad 
habits.  

Such nonsensical invented 
words are now popularly used 
by youths on their Facebook 
pages and in their conversa-
tions. To your great sorrow 
and fear, you will find that 
ညီေလး meant for brother 
turned into ေညး meant for 
nothing; ခေလး meant for child 
turned into ေခး meant for non-
sense; မဂၤလာေဆာင္ meant for 
wedding turned into မင္ဂါေဆာင္; 
ကုိယ့္ဘာသာကိုယ္ meant for “by 
onself” turned into ကြကုိယ္;  
မုန္႔ဟင္းခါး meant for the name of 
our Myanmar traditional food 
turned into မြင္းဂါး. For fear of 
taking time to recount these 
words, I will stop mentioning 
these. 

All living languages have 
many adopted words, as has 
our Myanmar language. All 

have the right to invent words. 
For example, many of us are 
aware that ေလႏုေသြး and   
ပန္းႏုေရာင္—these words were in-
vented by Sayar Dagon Taryar 
from the English words, breeze 
and pale pink. Sayar did not 
use these words randomly. As 
known by us, Myanmar lan-
guage is said to be a mono-syl-
lable one, so each and every one 
of the syllables has its particu-
lar meaning. We are ready and 
willing to accept youths who 
wish to be avant-garde, but I 
want them to invent words sys-
tematically, but concurrently I 
would like them to be careful, 
so as not to destroy our Myan-
mar language intentionally. 

It is heartening to see the 
Nobel Literary Festival, liter-
ary talks, and nice programs 
such as readers’ Channel. We 
hope that the authorities con-
cerned would make necessary 
arrangements to prevent non-
sensical invented words from 
replacing our deep-rooted 
words from our Myanmar lan-
guage.

Proactive Policies
Reactive Labour Policy is 
policy developed in response to a 
problem, or emergency. Proac-
tive Labour Policy is designed to 
prevent a  problem, or emergency 
from occurring. that was, in a 
nutshell, the understanding of the 
nature of labour policies at the  
international course on Labour 
and Social Policy attended  by the 
writer in 1977 in the  internation-
al Labour Organization  building 
in Geneva, Switzerland. in fact, it 
may be said that the concepts are 
valid, not only for labour policies 
but for all policies. Proactive pol-
icies may be explicit or embed-
ded in the relevant laws. Below is 
a presentation of the concept of 
proactive policies in relation to 
present happenings in Myanmar.

in times of economic devel-
opment, especially in developing 
countries, there is always internal 
migrations of labour  as job op-
portunities as well as better wag-
es become available in the manu-
facturing and service industries 
that develop around major urban 
regions. this is only natural as 
every person seeks to better his or 
her life and the lives of their fam-
ilies. However a heavy influx of 

people into the major urban are-
as, if not properly managed, can 
lead to rapid increases in popula-
tion of the urban areas and cause 
disruptions as to housing, trans-
portation, sanitation and also cre-
ate unemployment problems. all 
this may pose problems for the 
urban authorities and be a source 
of concern to the regular resi-
dents.

 Under the 2008 constitution 
of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, “every citizen shall 
have the right to settle and reside 
in any place within the Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar accord-
ing to law”. any person wanting 
to move to and settle whether per-
manently or temporarily should 
abide by the laws relating to such 
residency, whether for work or 
doing business or for other rea-
sons. according to recent news, 
80% of Yangon Region popula-
tion growth during the last five 
years was due to internal migra-
tion from the districts, smaller 
towns and villages.

 Migrating  to a fast develop-
ing urban area without thinking 
of where to work and live, and 
squatting on any piece of  vacant 
land any where  in the said urban 
area is illegal. inevitably, there 
will arise problems of water and 

sanitation that impact unfavora-
bly on public health. if such mi-
grants are a source of labour to 
the employers, then the employ-
ers, whether collectively or on 
their own, should arrange af-
fordable accommodation for 
them. Perhaps the housing devel-
opment plan under the new So-
cial Security Law to which the 
employers and employees con-
tribute could, in the future, make 
available  housing for workers 
close to the industrial Zones. 
that would solve some of the 
workers’ accommodation and 
transportation problems.

 as has been the stipulation 
under the existing labour law 
concerned, all job seekers are to 
register themselves at the free la-
bour exchanges of the Depart-
ment of Labour. in turn, as is pre-
scribed under the same labour 
law, every employer covered by 
the law should only hire workers 
who are registered as job seekers 
at the labour exchanges. this 
‘proactive policy’ embedded in 
the law should perhaps be more 
effectively enforced for system-
atic placement of job seekers. 

Similar situation is seen re-
garding external labour migra-
tion to other countries. From re-
cent news, it seems that about 

4.25 million people born in My-
anmar have emigrated, many per-
haps permanently. Bulk of the 
labour migration is from the ‘ru-
ral areas’ of the various States 
and Regions. From the human 
resources point of view, if exter-
nal migration (emigration) is not 
managed properly, it will nega-
tively impact on Myanmar’s 
workforce. Sooner or later there 
will be shortage of workers to 
work the fields, or engage in agro 
and fishery occupations. Thus far 
it seems that there are many ille-
gal “Overseas employment 
agencies” engaged in sending 
workers abroad. 

Management of labour mi-
gration is embedded in the Over-
seas employment Law of 1999. it 
is designed to license “Overseas 
employment Service agencies” 
and regulate them to effectively 
manage overseas employment. 
But many of these “agencies” 
seem not to abide by the rules and 
procedures for recruiting and 
sending the workers , so that there 
are far  more ‘undocumented’ 
Myanmar workers  working 
abroad than there are those legal-
ly sent by the law abiding agen-
cies. the law should be more ef-
fectively implemented to 
apprehend and penalize the “ille-
gal” senders of Myanmar workers 
for overseas employment. 

Regarding workers sent  on a 
Government to Government ba-
sis, perhaps there should be one 

single organization such as an “ 
Overseas employment corpora-
tion”  responsible for undertaking  
all G to G overseas employment 
of Myanmar workers. this is the 
practice in most labour sending 
countries and it will result in bet-
ter management of G to G over-
seas workers sending process. 
also the “fee” charged by the 
corporation for services rendered 
could be regulated and ‘family re-
mittances’ of the workers through 
formal banking channels could be 
better managed as well.

as for child labour, which is 
being much discussed nowadays, 
there are ‘proactive policies’ em-
bedded in the relevant laws relat-
ing to the child and child labour 
that have been in force for many 
years. Much of ‘child labour’ em-
anates from the poorer families in 
the rural areas. there is the gener-
al ‘belief’ that the employers are 
‘helping’ with the economic diffi-
culties of the parents/guardians of 
the children. in fact no employer 
or parent or guardian for whatev-
er reasons, may deprive a child of 
it’s right to education. that’s the 
reason why the laws relating to 
the child and child labour were 
enacted in the first place. Now 
that primary basic education is 
free and compulsory, it’s the duty 
of the parents/guardians and the 
concerned authorities  to see that 
children of school age receive at 
least primary basic education for 
their better future.

  Kyaw Win (Labour)
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news in brief

eU could fall apart if populists win Dutch, 
french elections — Germany’s Gabriel

 Trump moves ahead with wall, puts stamp 
on Us immigration, security policy
WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump on Wednesday or-
dered construction of a US-Mex-
ican border wall and punishment 
for cities shielding illegal immi-
grants while mulling restoring a 
CIA secret detention programme 
as he launched broad but divisive 
plans to reshape US immigration 
and national security policy.

A draft executive order seen 
by Reuters that Trump is expect-
ed to sign in the coming days 
would block the entry of refugees 
from war-torn Syria and suspend 
the entry of any immigrants from 
Muslim-majority Middle East-
ern and African countries Syria, 
Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, Iran, Lib-
ya and Yemen while permanent 
rules are studied.

Less than a week into his 
presidency, Trump has moved 
aggressively to put his stamp 
on a range of policies, including 
steps to gut the healthcare system 
devised by his predecessor, and 
make clear that as president he 
is not turning toward more mod-
erate positions than he took as a 
candidate.

His directives on Wednesday 
signaled a tough action toward 
the roughly 11 million illegal 
immigrants already in the United 
States, most from Latin America, 

whom he already has threatened 
to deport. In a move critics called 
a slight to the integrity of Ameri-
can democracy, Trump also said 
on Wednesday he would seek a 
“major investigation” into what 
he believes was voter fraud in the 
November election, despite over-
whelming consensus among state 
officials, election experts and pol-
iticians that it is rare in the United 
States. 

“We are going to restore the 
rule of law in the United States,” 
Trump told an audience that in-
cluded relatives of people killed 
by illegal immigrants at the De-
partment of Homeland Securi-
ty after signing two executive 
orders. The directives ordered 
the construction of a multibil-
lion-dollar wall along the roughly 
2,000-mile (3,200-km) US-Mexi-
co border, moved to strip federal 
funding from “sanctuary” states 
and cities that harbor illegal im-
migrants, and expanded the force 
of American immigration agents.

His plans prompted an out-
cry from immigrant advocates 
and Democratic lawmakers who 
said Trump was jeopardizing the 
rights and freedoms of millions of 
people while treating Mexico as 
an enemy, not an ally, and soiling 
America’s historic reputation as a 

welcoming place for immigrants 
of all stripes.

“The border wall is about 
political theater at the expense 
of civil liberties,” said Christian 
Ramirez, director of the Southern 
Border Communities Coalition 
immigrant advocacy group.

“It is not national security 
policy. Border communities are 
among the safest in the nation, 
and patrolling them with tens of 
thousands of heavily armed, poor-
ly trained, unaccountable agents 
puts lives at risks. This will turn 
these communities into de facto 
military zones,” Ramirez said.

The White House said the 
wall would stem the flow of 
drugs, crime and illegal immigra-
tion into the United States. “We 
are in the middle of a crisis on 
our southern border: The unprec-
edented surge of illegal migrants 
from Central America is harm-
ing both Mexico and the United 
States,” Trump said, adding: “A 
nation without borders is not a 
nation.” The immigration crack-
down has sparked fear among 
so-called “dreamers,” whose par-
ents brought them to the United 
States illegally and who received 
temporary deportation relief and 
work permits from President Ba-
rack Obama.—Reuters

russia says british military staging 
‘show’ with Channel escort

rAf Typhoons monitor russian warships Pyotr Velikiy and the Admiral Kuznetsov (rear) as they pass close 
to UK territorial waters, in this photograph released in London, on 25 January 2017. Photo: ReuteRs

MOSCOW — Russia on Thurs-
day said the British government 
was staging a show by escorting 
a Russian aircraft carrier through 
the English Channel designed to 
distract attention away from the 
shortcomings of the British navy.

Royal Air Force Typhoon 
jets and a Royal Navy frigate es-
corted the Admiral Kuznetsov on 
Wednesday as it returned from 
a mission off Syria to its base in 
northern Russia. British Defence 
Minister Michael Fallon described 
the Russian vessel as a “ship of 

shame” for its role in Moscow’s 
Syria operation and said his armed 
forces were watching it closely to 
protect British national security.

“The aim of such statements, 
and the kind of show being played 
out with the escort of our ships, is 
to distract the attention of British 
tax payers from the real state of 
the British Royal Navy,” said Igor 
Konashenkov, spokesman for the 
Russian Defence Ministry.

“Firstly, Russian naval ves-
sels don’t need senseless escort 
services. They know their nav-

igating channel and heading,” 
Konashenkov said in a statement.

“Secondly, I would advise 
Mr Fallon to devote more atten-
tion to the British navy, especially 
since, as the English press recent-
ly noted, there are grounds for 
doing that.” The Russian defence 
ministry’s statement referred to 
media reports that a test-firing of 
a missile from a British subma-
rine off Florida last year had gone 
wrong, with the missile veering off 
course towards the United States. 
—Reuters

BERLIN — German Economy Minister Sigmar Gabriel warned 
on Thursday that the European Union could fall apart if populists 
in France or the Netherlands win in elections this year.

“The French presidential elections this spring are bitter fateful 
elections for Europe,” Gabriel told the Bundestag lower house of 
parliament.

He added: “After Brexit last year, if enemies of Europe man-
age again in the Netherlands or in France to get results then we 
face the threat that the largest civilization project of the 20th centu-
ry, namely the European Union, could fall apart.”—Reuters

Some 50 fishermen trapped on ice in 
russia’s far east
VLADIVOSTOK, (Russia) — Nearly 50 fishermen were trapped 
Thursday on floating ice in Russia’s Far East city of Vladivostok 
after the chunk they were sitting on drifted away from shore, the 
city’s press service reported.

“At this moment Vladivostok’s emergency service has began 
the rescue operation at the bay of Fyodorov. Emergency service 
staff have already come to the area of the accident with an air-
boat,” the press service said in a release seen at about 0800 GMT.

The winter season often sees many locals taking to the ice for 
fishing, with reports of deaths from such activities every year.

The city’s emergency department said earlier this week that 
26 January and 27 January are dangerous for ice fishing, but it ap-
peared the dozens stranded simply ignored the warning.—Xinhua

brazil yellow fever outbreak kills 40
BRASILIA — Public health officials in Brazil are working to stop 
an outbreak of yellow fever that has killed at least 40 people from 
becoming an epidemic and urged people in nine states on Thursday 
to seek vaccinations.

The Health Ministry said 70 cases of the fever and 40 deaths 
have been confirmed in the outbreak, centred in rural areas of the 
state of Minas Gerais, and another 47 deaths and 368 suspect cases 
are under investigation.

That is up from just seven cases last year and the highest num-
ber since 2003.—Reuters

Un secretary-General’s Massage
on The international Day of Commemoration in 

Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust
27 January 2017

Today, we honour the victims of the Holocaust, an incomparable 
tragedy in human history.

The world has a duty to remember that the Holocaust was a 
systematic attempt to eliminate the Jewish people and so many 
others.

It would be a dangerous error to think of the Holocaust as 
simply the result of the insanity of a group of criminal Nazis.  On 
the contrary, the Holocaust was the culmination of millennia of 
hatred, scapegoating and discrimination targeting the Jews, what 
we now call anti-Semitism.

Tragically, and contrary to our resolve, anti-Semitism contin-
ues to thrive.  We are also seeing a deeply troubling rise in extrem-
ism, xenophobia, racism and anti-Muslim hatred.  Irrationality and 
intolerance are back.  

This is in complete contrast to the universal values enshrined 
in the United Nations Charter and Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights.

We can never remain silent or indifferent when human beings 
are suffering.  

We must always defend the vulnerable and bring tormentors 
to justice.  

And as the theme of this year’s observance highlights, a better 
future depends on education.

After the horrors of the 20th century, there should be no room 
for intolerance in the 21st.  I guarantee you that as Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, I will be in the frontline of the battle 
against anti-Semitism and all other forms of hatred.

Let us build a future of dignity and equality for all — and thus 
honour the victims of the Holocaust who we will never allow to be 
forgotten.—UNIC/Yangon
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Beirut — Syrian islamist re-
bel group Ahrar al-Sham said on 
thursday six other rebel factions 
had joined its ranks in northwest-
ern Syria in order to fend off a ma-
jor assault by a powerful jihadist 
group. 

the hardline Jabhat Fateh 
al-Sham, once allied with al Qaeda 
and formerly known as the Nusra 
Front, attacked Free Syrian Army 
(FSA) groups west of Aleppo this 
week, accusing them of conspiring 
against it at peace talks in Kazakh-
stan this week. 

Ahrar al-Sham, which pre-
sents itself as a mainstream Sunni 
islamist group, sided with the FSA 
groups and said Fateh al-Sham 
had rejected mediation attempts. 
the Ahrar statement said that any 
attack on its members of was tan-
tamount to a “declaration of war”, 
and it would not hesitate to con-
front it.

reuters could not immediate-
ly reach any of the groups in ques-
tion. 

Ahrar al-Sham is considered 
a terrorist group by Moscow and 
did not attend the russian-backed 
Astana peace talks. But it said it 
would support FSA factions that 
took part if they secured a favoura-
ble outcome for the opposition. 

Facing jihadist attack, Syrian rebels join bigger faction

A rebel fighter from the Ahrar al-Sham Islamic Movement reacts as they fire grad rockets from Idlib countryside, towards forces loyal to Syria’s 
President Bashar al-Assad stationed at Jureen town in al-Ghab plain in the Hama countryside, in 2015. Photo: ReuteRs

WAShiNgtoN — Demo-
cratic uS representative tulsi 
gabbard said on Wednesday 
she met with Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad in Syria and 
discussed the possibility of 
achieving peace.

the hawaii Democrat told 
CNN in an interview that during 
her four-day visit, she wanted to 
get a first-hand view of the suf-
fering of the Syrian people.

She said she met with As-
sad because “we’ve got to be 
able to meet with anyone that 
we need to if there is a possi-

bility that we could achieve 
peace, and that’s exactly what 
we talked about.”

gabbard, an iraq war veter-
an, spoke out against the Dem-
ocratic obama administration’s 
policy of supporting the moder-
ate opposition against Assad in 
Syria’s six-year-old civil war. 

republican President Don-
ald trump indicated during the 
2016 presidential campaign that 
he could abandon the rebels to 
focus on fighting Islamic State, 
which controls territory in parts 
of Syria.—Reuters

US Congress member 
met with Assad in Syria, 
discussed peace — CNN

Tulsi Gabbard, Democratic Representative from Hawai. Photo: ReuteRs

the attack by Fateh al-Sham 
had threatened to wipe out the 
FSA groups which have received 

backing from countries opposed to 
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
including gulf Arab states, turkey 

and the united States. While Jab-
hat Fateh al-Sham has often fought 
in close proximity to FSA rebels 

against Assad, it also has a record 
of crushing foreign-backed FSA 
groups.—Reuters

Six shot during vigil for gunshot 
victim in Chicago — media
WAShiNgtoN — A 12-year-
old girl was among six people 
shot on Wednesday evening dur-
ing a vigil in Chicago for a gun-
shot victim, local media said, the 
day after uS President Donald 
trump threatened federal inter-
vention to tackle gun violence in 
the city.

the shooting occurred at a 
restaurant in the greater grand 
Crossing neighbourhood, where 
people were gathered to mourn 
the death of Jamayah Fields, 20, 
who was shot and killed on Mon-
day, the Chicago tribune report-
ed. 

A gang found out about the 
memorial event on social media 
and targeted someone who was 
attending, community activist 
Jedidiah Brown told the newspa-
per.

the six people shot were all 
being treated at local hospitals, 
a Chicago Police Department 
spokesman said.

A 16-year-old boy shot in 
the neck was in serious condi-
tion. The other five were stable, 
including the 12-year-old girl 
who suffered a graze wound to 
her head.

No one was in custody for 

the shooting, the spokesman  
said. 

Chicago, with a population 
of 2.7 million, registered more 
shootings and homicides last year 
than any other uS city, according 
to FBi and Chicago police data, 
and its murder clearance rate — 
a measure of solved and closed 
cases — is one of the country’s 
lowest. 

trump said on tuesday he 
would “send in the Feds” to quell 
the “carnage” of gun violence in 
the city if local officials failed 
to curb the murder rate on their 
own.—Reuters

ANKArA — the turkish mil-
itary said thursday that it killed 
23 islamic State (iS) terrorists in 
Al-Bab, in northern Syria, in the 
previous 24 hours.

According to the turkish 
general Staff, 230 terrorist tar-
gets, including hideouts, defense 
positions, command centers, and 
vehicles, were shelled.

Meanwhile, turkish jets 

struck 24 iS positions in Bab, 
Bzagah, tadif and Qabr al-
Mukri districts, destroying 19 
buildings, ammunition depot 
and an observation post used by  
terrorists.

A total of 3,209 improvised 
explosive devices and 55 mines 
have been destroyed since the be-
ginning of the euphrates Shield 
operation, which was launched 

last August against both the iS 
and the Syrian Kurdish Peo-
ple’s Protection units (YPg),  
the military wing of the Syrian 
Kurdish Democratic union Party 
(PYD).

turkey regards the YPg and 
the PYD as terrorist organisa-
tions due to their links to the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party 
(PKK).—Xinhua

Turkish military says kills 23 IS 
militants in northern Syria
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 Russia says technical checks may delay some space rocket launches
Moscow — Russia’s space 
agency said on wednesday it had 
ordered extra checks to be made 
on its Proton-M rockets, meaning 
it might be forced to delay some 
satellite launches this year.

Roscosmos, the Russian 
equivalent of NAsA, made the 
announcement after the Kom-
mersant daily reported that man-
ufacturing problems had been 
detected in some Proton-M rock-
ets and that some launches were 
likely to be delayed by several 
months “in a best case scenario.”

European, Us and Asian 
firms rely heavily on Russia to 
launch their commercial satel-
lites, and a Roscosmos source 
told Kommersant that Moscow 
planned to launch 27 rockets this 
year, eight of which were Pro-
ton-Ms.

“Additional tests (on the 
Proton-M) are being carried out. 

That explains the possible delay 
in launches,” said a spokesman 
for Roscosmos, without pro-
viding details. Igor Burenkov, a 
spokesman for the corporation, 
said it would become clear after 
the tests if there would definitely 
be delays and for how long. 

Kommersant reported that 
the problem was linked to com-
ponents used in the rockets’ en-
gines and concerns that some 
of them were not sufficiently 
heat-resistant.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov played down the prob-
lems, saying Roscosmos did suf-
fer some setbacks, but that it also 
had great success in many areas. 

An unmanned Russian cargo 
ship loaded with supplies for the 
International space station broke 
apart about six minutes after lift 
off in December. It was carried 
by a soyuz rocket.—Reuters

The Proton-M rocket, carrying the ExoMars 2016 spacecraft to Mars, blasts off from the launchpad at the 
Baikonur cosmodrome, Kazakhstan, on 14 March 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Biomolecular scientist Alan 
Mackay-Sim named 2017 
Australian of the Year
cANBERRA —  Professor 
Alan Mackay-sim, a stem cell 
pioneer and biomolecular scien-
tist who helped restore the mo-
bility of a quadriplegic man, has 
been named the 2017 Australian 
of the Year.

Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull made the announce-
ment ahead of Australia Day 
celebrations set to take place on 
Thursday around the nation.

In 2014, Mackay-sim’s 
work and research was instru-
mental in the success of a sur-
gery to restore mobility to a man 
who was left quadriplegic after 
being stabbed 18 times. The 
success of the surgery was de-
scribed by many as the scientific 
equivalent of the moon landing.

He is also currently the di-
rector of the National centre 

for Adult stem cell Research 
in Australia, and is often turned 
to as a global expert on matters 
regarding the sense of smell and 
nasal cells.

In accepting his award, 
Mackay-sim said it was an “un-
believable honour.”

“I’m so proud and shocked 
and horrified to be the 2017 Aus-
tralian of the Year,” he said.

Mackay-sim also used 
his acceptance speech to raise 
awareness for the importance 
of further researching brain and 
spinal cord injuries.

“wouldn’t it be great if we 
could treat spinal cord injury 
and reduce the cost and reduce 
the suffering and increase the 
productivity of all of those peo-
ple with spinal cord injuries?” he 
told the room.—Xinhua

An insurance store advertises Obamacare in San Ysidro, California, US, on 25 January 2017. Photo: ReuteRs

Health insurers quietly shape Obamacare 
replacement with fewer risks
NEw YoRK/wAsHINGToN 
— Us health insurers are making 
their case to Republican lawmak-
ers over how Americans sign up 
for individual insurance and push-
ing for other changes to shape the 
replacement of former President 
Barack obama’s national health-
care law. 

The health insurers, includ-
ing Independence Blue cross 
and Molina Healthcare Inc, are 
also recommending ways to put 
more control over insurance in the 
hands of states as the federal over-
sight of obamacare is dismantled. 
They emphasize that it is crucial 
to keep government subsidies for 
low income people.

These changes, described by 
executives, high level officials in 
the health insurance sector and 
lawmakers in nearly a dozen inter-
views with Reuters, include push-
ing for more strict enforcement of 
eligibility for these plans. 

Because Republicans are 
just starting to work with the new 
Trump administration and the de-
bate is fluid, it is not clear ultimate-
ly what changes will take hold. But 
some of these ideas have started to 
surface in early Republican legis-
lation, such as a co-sponsored bill 
from Maine senator susan collins 
that would keep subsidies. 

The moves underscore that 
private insurers are quietly work-
ing on how to benefit under the 
Trump administration, which is 
focusing on deregulation in health-
care, energy and manufacturing. 
And they show that insurers want 
to save aspects of obamacare in-
dividual plans, but cut down on 
the risk to their own bottom lines 
and any hikes in premiums that 
threaten the viability of this in-
surance market. This market for 
individual insurance covers about 
10 million people and is small 
compared to the employer-based 

system that covers more than 160 
million Americans and the gov-
ernment-paid programs for over 
120 million people. 

But it is one that insurers 
have described as having growth 
potential. while obamacare cut 
the uninsured rate to 11 per cent, 
there are still millions of unin-
sured Americans. The largest Us 
insurer UnitedHealth Group Inc 
told investors recently that it sees 
opportunities in new state-based 
markets and is talking to policy-
makers.  

Many investors believe that 
the Republican deregulation push 
with Trump will benefit insurers.

“clearly they support the 
private insurers and the role that 
they are going to play in any sort 
of new market,” said Jeff Jonas, 
a portfolio manager at Gamco In-
vestors in Rye, New York, which 
he said owns the publicly traded 
insurers.—Reuters

Gene-edited cells keep cancer  
babies well more than one year on
LoNDoN — Two babies res-
cued from previously incurable 
leukemia after receiving infu-
sions of gene-edited immune 
cells are doing well at home more 
than a year after initial treatment, 
scientists said on wednesday.

Layla Richards became the 
first person in the world to get 
the “off-the-shelf” cell therapy 
developed by French biotech 
firm Cellectis at Britain’s Great 
ormond street Hospital in 2015. 
A second girl was treated soon 
afterwards.

Now the team involved in 
both cases have published details 
of their work in a peer-reviewed 
journal, reporting that the two 
girls remained disease-free 18 
and 12 months after treatment 
respectively.

waseem Qasim, a consult-

ant immunologist at the Lon-
don hospital, said the two cases 
showed the gene-edited cells 
were working, although long 
term monitoring was still re-
quired. 

“while both patients are 
now at home and are doing well, 
we must treat these results with 
some caution as we don’t yet 
know if the technique will be 
successful in treating a larger 
number of patients,” he said.

Initial Phase I clinical trials 
using the cell therapy, known as 
UcART19, are now underway 
in both children and adults.

The idea of genetically al-
tering immune cells called T 
cells so that they can attack can-
cers more effectively is currently 
one of the hottest areas of medi-
cal research.—Reuters
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SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE 
(PROCUREMENT OF GOODS)

REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
NCDDP – NATIONAL COMMUNITY DRIVEN DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
Loan No./Credit No./ Grant No.:H-814MM

Contract Title: TABLET COMPUTERS for 17 TOWNSHIPS 2017-2018
Reference No. :ICB G 80

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received financing from the International 
Development Association (IDA) toward the cost of the National Community Driven 
Development Project (NCDDP). The Department of Rural Development (DRD) of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, in its role as implementing agency of 
the NCDDP, intends to apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the contract 
for the procurement of Tablet Computers for 17 townships 2017-2018.

The Department of Rural Development (DRD) now invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the procurement of 1,575 (one thousand five hundred and seventy five) Tablet 
Computers. The Tablet Computers will support the daily operations of the facilitators 
the DRD will deploy in 17 (seventeen) townships spread over the national territory. 
575 (five hundred seventy five) of the Tablet Computers will be delivered in the DRD 
central warehouse in Nay Pyi Taw (CIP Nay Pyi Taw) and 1,000 (one thousand) will 
be delivered in the Regional DRD warehouse in Yangon (CIP Yangon)from where 
they will be distributed to the township clusters. The delivery time is spread over 3 
(three) months at a monthly rhythm of 525 (five hundred twenty five) units per month. 
The delivery time starts 60 (sixty) days to be counted from the date of signature of the 
contract, or 1 June 2017, whichever dates comes first.

Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive Bidding procedures as 
specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement of Goods, Works and Non-Con-
sulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers 
dated January 2011 (“Procurement Guidelines”), and is open to all eligible bidders as 
defined in the Procurement Guidelines. In addition, please refer to paragraphs 1.6 and 
1.7 setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from the Department of Rural 
Development (DRD), Mr. Kyaw Swa Aung, Director of the Procurement and Logistic 
Section, (ksaung@ncddpmyanmar.org or ksaung@gmail.com,unioncddprocurement@
gmail.com)and inspect the bidding documents during office hours Monday to Friday 
from 09.00 to 16.00 Hrs at the address given below.

A complete set of bidding documents in English may be obtained by interested eligible 
bidders upon the submission of a written application to the address below. The bidding 
documents will be sent by e-mail only.
Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 13 March 2017 11.00 Hrs 
Myanmar time. Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. 
Bids will be publicly opened in the presence of the bidders’ designated representatives 
and anyone who choose to attend at the address below on13 March 2017 12.00 Hrs 
Myanmar time.

All bids must be accompanied by a “Bid Securing Declaration”.
The address referred to above is:
Department of Rural Development
Attn: U Kyaw Soe, Deputy Director General
Office No. 14, Nay Pyi Taw, Republic of the Union of Myanmar

For Detailed information  please contact:
Mr. U Kyaw Swa Aung, Director, Procurement and Logistic Section
Tel:+95(0)67.40.90.71 (office) or +95(0)9.43.43.43.33 (mobile)
Email: (unioncddprocurement@gmail.com)
Web site: www.cdd.drdmyanmar.org

BRUSSELS — Since 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May set out her Brexit 
goals last week, interest 
in Britain has focused on 
the future trade deals she 
may one day strike with 
the United States and oth-
er powers, as well as with 
the European Union.

In Brussels and Euro-
pean capitals, that looks 
like putting the cart before 
the horse. “They’re talk-
ing about their future re-
lationships,” said one EU 
official preparing for talks 
with London. “But first we 
need to get divorced. This 
is not going to be easy. 
Frankly, it’s going to be 
very, very messy.”

In diplomatic lan-
guage, the European 
Commission’s spokesman 
Margaritis Schinas told 
a news conference this 
week: “First, one needs 
to agree on the terms for 
an orderly separation and 
then, on the basis of this, 
build a future new, good 
relationship.”

As with other divorc-
es, the bitterest battle may 
be over money. And there 
is no certainty that any 
settlement can be agreed 
at all.

“Britain’s payments 
to the EU budget and the 
issue of the EU quick-
ly starting talks on an 
FTA (free trade agree-

ment) with Britain will be 
linked,” said a second sen-
ior EU official. 

“There cannot be 
discussions of a future 
relationship without first 
regulating the issue of an 
orderly separation.”

EU negotiators reck-
on Britain has a weak hand 
to play; May must accept 
a two-year guillotine on 
talks that she hopes will 
end with a deal to keep 
“maximum” British ac-
cess to EU markets while 
pulling Britain out of the 
single market and its obli-
gations.

Put simply, if May 
wants to draft an FTA 
in only two years as 

she says — a goal that 
prompts head-shaking in 
Brussels — continentals 
think they can hold her 
hostage with the threat 
of trade tariffs from 2019 
unless she settles British  
debts.

Many discount as 
bluster May’s warning 
that she would rather have 
no deal than a bad deal, 
walking away without free 
trade and daring continen-
tals to take a hit to their 
own exports. 

But some diplomats 
voice concern that London 
may be tempted to flounce 
out without paying EU 
bills worth tens of bil-
lions.—Reuters

‘Show me the money’: divorce first, then trade deal, EU tells UK

A Union flag flies next to the flag of the European Union in 
London, Britain, on 24 January 2017. Photo: ReuteRs

TOKYO — A team led by 
University of Tokyo re-
searchers has successfully 
created a healthy pancre-
as from mouse stem cells 
inside the body of a rat, in 
first such accomplishment 
between different species, a 
study published in the Brit-
ish science journal Nature 
showed Wednesday.

The pancreas, later 
transplanted into a mouse 
with diabetes, worked nor-
mally and led the disease 
symptoms to improve, 
marking the world’s first 
case that an organ was cre-
ated from a different type 
of animal and its transplan-
tation proved effective in 
treatment, according to the 
researchers.

The move is a step to-
ward creating human organs 
inside other animals, which 
will help address a shortage 
of donors. But technical 
and ethical challenges re-
main to realize the ultimate 
goal, such as the question of 
whether it is appropriate to 
use animals as organ mak-
ers. Tomoyuki Yamaguchi, 
an associate professor at 
the University of Tokyo, 
said the project was able to 

show “the effectiveness and 
safety of medical transplan-
tation using an organ made 
by a different animal.”

Studies on regenerative 
medicine that use induced 
pluripotent stem cells, 
which can grow into any 
type of human body tissue, 
are conducted worldwide, 
but it is difficult to artificial-
ly cultivate human organs 
with complicated shapes.

The team, which aims 
to make organs by making 
use of the innate character-
istics animals have, plans 
to proceed with studies to 
create monkey organs in 
pigs. The sizes of organs 
of pigs are close to those of 
humans. In Japan, research-
ers are currently allowed 
to conduct studies to inject 
human iPS cells into animal 
fertilized eggs. But animal 
production by using the 
eggs is not permitted under 
laws and guidelines.

According to the re-
searchers, mice and rats are 
separate species and are also 
different in size. They first 
created rats lacking a gene 
to make a pancreas using 
so-called genome-editing 
technology. They injected 

mouse iPS cells and embry-
onic stem cells into the fer-
tilized eggs of the rats with 
no pancreas genes. The rats 
then grew up to have pan-
creases made from mouse 
cells.

The study also showed 
that pancreatic islets, a clus-
ter of cells located within a 
pancreas, released insulin to 
adjust blood sugar levels.

The islets were trans-
planted to mice with diabe-
tes and “successfully nor-
malized and maintained” 
normal blood glucose levels 
for over 370 days, the re-
searchers said in its article.

The rat blood vessels 
remained in the islets but 
were replaced with mouse 
blood vessels following 
the transplantation. The 
researchers said no acute 
rejection was seen after 
the transplantation because 
mice that produced the pan-
creas and those developing 
diabetes had similar genetic 
backgrounds. The study in-
dicates that acute rejection 
may not be observed even 
if human organs are made in 
animals if the iPS cells are 
those of the patients, they 
said.—Kyodo News

Study shows 1st time organ made in 
different animal useful in treatment

Undated supplied photo shows (from L to R) a rat with mouse stem cells, an ordinary rat 
and an ordinary mouse. Photo: Kyodo News
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV EVER APEX VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV EVER APEX 
VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 27.1.2017 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S EVERGREEN SHIPPING 
LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV SHIPPAN ISLAND VOY. NO (008)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SHIPPAN 
ISLAND VOY. NO (008) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 27.1.2017 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S YANG MING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV MAGNUM ENERGY VOY. NO (523)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MAgNuM 

eNergY VOY. NO (523) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 27.1.2017 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of m.I.t.t-5 where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S CHUN AN SHIPPING PTE 
LTD.

Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV DAwEI STAR VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV DAWEI 
STAR VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 27.1.2017 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S CONTINENTAL SHIPPING 
LINE PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

Marriage Announcement 
Ms. Zar Hnin Ei 

daughter of U thein Lwin and Daw Lon Lon myint of 
Dagon thiri road, Kyaukmyaunggyi Ward, tamway 

township, Yangon region and 
Mr.Than Pe 

eldest son of U than tun Aye and Daw Kyawt 
Khaing of 4967, Auburn Dr APt2, San Diego, 

CA92105 USA 
are pleased to announce their marriage on 

Wednesday, 25th January, 2017, at Yangon Western 
District Court in the presence of the district court’s 

judge. 
Mr. Than Pe and Ms. Zar Hnin Ei 

Consequent on the upgrading of the Yangon Representa-
tive Office, to operate as a branch in the republic of the Union 
of myanmar, under the Central Bank of myanmar’s licence to 
operate as such, the Yangon representative Office was closed 
down and its affairs are being wound up with effect from 30 
December 2016 as per resolution of the Head Office. 

All persons claiming to be creditors of the Yangon rep-
resentative Office as at 30 December 2016 are therefore re-
quested to submit their claim or claims, with documentary 
evidence to the undersigned at No.64(B) (1st Floor) Komin 
Kochin road, Bahan township, Yangon within one month of 
the date of publication of this notice.  

Maung Maung Aung 
Attorney & Liquidator 

E. Sun Commercial Bank Limited 
(Yangon Representative Office in Liquidation)

E. SUN Commercial Bank Limited 
(Yangon Representative Office)

Notice for Commencement of Winding Up & Notice to Creditors 

SANtIAgO — the worst 
wildfires in Chile’s modern 
history are ravaging wide 
swaths of the country’s 
central-south regions, as a 
massive Boeing 747-400 
Super tanker arrived on 
Wednesday on loan from 
the United States to help 
extinguish the blazes.

“We have never seen 
something of this size, nev-
er in Chile’s history. And 
the truth is the (firefighting) 
forces are doing everything 
that is humanly possible 
and will continue to do so 
until the fires are contained 
and controlled,” President 
michelle Bachelet said, 
as she visited the hard-hit 
maule region.

Forest fires are a reg-
ular feature of Chile’s hot, 
arid summers, but a nearly 
decade-long drought com-
bined with historically high 
temperatures have created 
tinder-dry conditions.

International help 
from France, the united 
States, Peru and Mexico 
has been pouring into Chile 
as the fires swept through 
forested hills and into 
neighboring towns, scorch-
ing homes, industry and the 
region’s world-renowned 

vineyards. the country last 
week declared a state of 
emergency.

As of Wednesday, 
85 separate fires had been 
recorded, covering some 
190,000 hectares (469,500 

acres) — more than twice 
the area of New York City.

Chile’s Conaf forestry 
service said that 35 of the 
fires were still out of con-
trol.

At least some of the 

fires may have been started 
intentionally and there had 
been a number of arrests in 
relation to ongoing investi-
gations, said Bachelet.

three firefighters were 
killed on 15 January and 

another three gravely in-
jured. Local media report-
ed on Wednesday that an-
other firefighter had died.

Some Chileans, such 
as Susana molina, 82, a 
boutique wine producer, 

have seen their livelihoods 
destroyed. 

“All my fields burned, 
there were four hec-
tares that I had and it all 
burned,” she said, from 
Cauquenes in the maule 
region. Around 100 small 
vineyards in Cauquenes 
alone had been damaged so 
far, said the local industry 
association.

The forestry industry 
has also been impacted, 
with smaller outfits the 
most vulnerable.

Chile’s forest prod-
ucts industry, the country’s 
second biggest by exports 
after copper mining, is led 
by Empresas Copec sub-
sidiary Arauco, Empresas 
CMPC, and Masisa.

Chile, along the seis-
mically-active Pacific rim, 
is no stranger to natural dis-
asters. It is often walloped 
by earthquakes, tsunamis, 
volcanic eruptions and 
strong storms.

As a result, its emergen-
cy response teams, building 
codes and residents are usu-
ally well-prepared to con-
front such situations. But the 
scale of this season’s fires 
have overwhelmed authori-
ties.—Reuters

Chile battles devastating wildfires as international help pours in

Smoke from the forest fire is seen from the town of Penco in the Concepcion region, south of Chile, on 25 January 2017.
Photo: ReuteRs
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LILONGWE (Malawi) — US pop star Madonna denied on 
Wednesday that she was in Malawi to adopt two more chil-

dren, saying her visit was strictly for her charity work in 
the African nation.

“I am in Malawi to check on the children’s 
hospital in Blantyre and my other work with 

Raising Malawi and then heading home,” 
Madonna told People magazine in a state-
ment. “The rumours of an adoption pro-
cess are untrue,” the statement added.

The “Rebel Heart” singer issued the 
statement after a Malawi judiciary spokes-
man, Mlenga Mvula, told Reuters and other 
news outlets that Madonna had “filed an 
application expressing interest to adopt 
two more kids from Malawi.”

“As a court, we adjourned the mat-
ter for a ruling (in the next two weeks). 
The court will either grant the adoption 
order or might not,” Mvula said. Mvula 
could not provide details on the children 

Madonna wants to adopt, saying it was 
against the law to divulge such particulars 

at this stage.
Some Malawians opposed the previous 

adoptions, accusing the government of allowing Ma-
donna, as a global celebrity, to skirt laws that ban non-resi-
dents from adopting children in Malawi.

Madonna, 58, adopted Malawian children David Ban-
da and Mercy James in 2006 and 2009. The mega-selling 
pop singer has two other children, Lourdes and Rocco, 
from previous relationships. Madonna established the 
non-profit Raising Malawi in 2006 to provide health 
and education programs, particularly for girls, in the 
southeast African country. The organization is current-
ly building a children’s unit at a hospital in Blantyre, 
Malawi’s second largest city, and has built 10 schools, 
according to its website.—Reuters

VATIcAN cITy — “Ter-
minator” star Arnold 
Schwarzenegger swapped the 
stresses of the “The New ce-
lebrity Apprentice” boardroom 
for the serenity of Vatican city 
on Wednesday as 
he attended Pope 
Francis’ week-
ly general au-
dience with 
his girlfriend 
Heather Mil-
ligan.

In a dark 
suit and green 
tie, the 69-year-
old Austrian-born actor 
and former US politician and 
Milligan watched Pope Fran-
cis as he did readings and then 
offered blessings.

Schwarzenegger, who 
served two terms as califor-
nia governor after making 
his name in Hollywood hits 
including “conan the Barbar-
ian”, recently succeeded US 
President Donald Trump as 
host of the reality TV compe-
tition “Apprentice” series.—
Reuters

Schwarzenegger 
attends Pope’s 
weekly general 
audience

Madonna 
performs at 
the Women’s 
March in 
Washington 
US, on 21 
January 
2017. 
Photo: 
ReuteRs

Mary Tyler Moore, 
Emmy-winning 
US sitcom star, 
dead at 80

LOS ANGELES — Emmy-win-
ning actress Mary Tyler Moore, 
who brightened American televi-
sion screens as the perky subur-
ban housewife on “The Dick Van 
Dyke Show,” and then as a fledg-
ling feminist on “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show,” died on Wednes-
day at the age of 80, a represent-
ative said.

Moore, who won seven Emmy 
Awards for her television work, 
died in the company of friends and 
her husband, Dr. S. Robert Levine, 
representative Mara Buxbaum said 
in a statement.

She had been seriously ill 
over the past two years, when she 
was in and out of hospitals and 
suffered from heart and kidney 
problems, close friends said. She 
was a diabetic, and in 2011 she 
had a benign brain tumour re-
moved.—Reuters

Photo: ReuteRs

Laura Wood of Skoob Books poses for a photograph with a copy of 
George Orwell’s ‘1984’ in central London in 2013. Photo: ReuteRs

NEW yORK — George Orwell’s 
“1984” novel about a dystopian fu-
ture under an authoritarian regime 
is back as a bestseller and being 
reprinted decades after it was writ-
ten as readers grapple with Donald 
Trump administration’s defence of 
“alternative facts.”

The book, first published 
in 1949, features a devious “Big 
Brother” government that spies on 
its citizens and forces them into 
“doublethink,” or simultaneously 
accepting contradictory versions of 
the truth.

Sales spiked after a senior 
White House official, Kellyanne 
conway, used the term “alterna-
tive facts” on NBc’s “Meet the 
Press” on Sunday during a discus-
sion about the size of the crowd at 
Trump’s inauguration.

Some commentators de-

be reprinted.
The West Virginia chapter of 

the American civil Liberties Un-
ion, which has vowed to “resist” 
the president’s policies on immi-
gration and other issues, said on 
Twitter it picked “1984” as the read 
of the month for its book club.

conway was responding to 
accusations that the Trump admin-
istration was fixated on the size of 
his inauguration crowds, saying: 
“We feel compelled to go out and 
clear the air and put alternative 
facts out there.”

Amid widespread criticism 
of the expression, even Merri-
am-Webster chimed in to challenge 
Trump’s former campaign manag-
er. “A fact is a piece of information 
presented as having objective reali-
ty,” the dictionary publisher tweet-
ed.—Reuters

nounced her expression as “Or-
wellian.”

By Monday, the novel by the 
late British author hit Amazon’s 
list of top 10 bestsellers, which is 
updated hourly. On Wednesday, 
it was No.1.

Responding to the renewed 
interest, its publisher ordered a 
75,000-copy reprint this week, 
Signet classics said in a state-
ment. A company spokesman 
told cNN late on Tuesday that 
was more than would normally 

Orwell’s ‘1984’ back as bestseller amid focus on ‘alternative facts’

Bollywood stars wish happy Happy Republic Day to fans
MUMBAI — Bollywood celeb-
rities including Amitabh Bach-
chan, Aamir Khan and Javed 
Akhtar slauted the country and 
wished their fans on the 68th Re-
public Day.

Bachchan shared pictures 
of him with the tri-colour and 
wrote, “Happy Republic Day... 
greetings to all.. JAI HIND !! 
January 26 th.” 

Extending his Republic Day 

wishes, Aamir tweeted, “Wish-
ing everyone a very happy Re-
public Day!” 

Lyricist Javed Akhtar post-
ed, “Happy Republic day to all 
fellow Indians.” 

“MS Dhoni” star Sushant 
Singh Rajput wrote, “The love 
of one’s country is a splendid 
thing. But why should love stop 
at the border? #RepublicDay.” 

“Happy Republic Day to all 

of us. Jai Hind,” actor Anupam 
Kher said.

Actress Shraddha Kapoor 
tweeted, “Happy #RepublicDay 
! A big salute to our beautiful 
country; for being so wonderful-
ly cultural to progressing each 
day. Proud to be an Indian!” 

Filmmaker Kunal Kohli 
said that he watched the Repub-
lic Day parade on TV with his 
daughter.

“As a child my parents 
would make me watch the 26th 
January parade on #doordar-
shan. continuing the tradition 
with my daughter #Radha-
Kohli,” he wrote. Actor Varun 
Dhawan posted a picture of him 
holding the tri-colour and wrote, 
“Wishing every one a very hap-
py #RepublicDay. We have a lot 
to be proud. The future is Indi-
an.”—PTI 
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Myanmar
International
Programme Schedule

07:03 Am News

07:25 Am Interesting Features of Rakhine

07:48 Am ABU Radio Song Festival

08:03 Am News

08:26 Am Oboist and His Life

08:46 Am Civic Duty

09:03 Am News

09:26 Am Ko Phoe Shan & His Craft

09:43 Am Lacquerware Technology College

10:03 Am News

10:25 Am The Green Corner (Epi 10) Glow In the Dark 

Mason Jars

10:35 Am Myanmar Traditional Instruments - Myanma Harp 

(Episode-1)

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)- Thursday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) -Today Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time
07:03 Pm New

07:26 Pm Discovering Tribes “ Lisu: Their Life and Customs 

” (Part- II)

07:47 Pm Diary of a Fisherman 

08:03 Pm News

08:25 Pm The Stories Of The Great Souls (Daw Saw Mone 

Nyin-A Living Literary Legend Of Myanmar) 

08:51 Pm Famous pagodas of Sagaing 

 

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) -Today Repeat  (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)- Thursday Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) -Today Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

(27-1-2017 07:00am ~ 28-1-2017 07:00am) MST

6:00 Am
 ♦ Paritta by Hilly 

Region Missionary 
Sayadaw

7:30 Am
 ♦ People Talks

8:30 Am
 ♦ Current Affairs

10:30 Am
 ♦ Weekly Sport Info

11:35 Am
 ♦ MRTV Worker Pro-

gramme 
12:35 Pm

 ♦ TV Drama Series
1:05 Pm 

 ♦ Myanmar Video 
(Part-2)

2:05 Pm
 ♦ Talk On Old Film 

2:30 Pm
 ♦ Applied Financial 

Knowledge

2:55 Pm
 ♦ TV Drama Series

3:45 Pm
 ♦ AFF AIS FUTSAL 

Championship 2016 
(Thailand) (Myanmar 
Vs Timor Leste)

5:35 Pm
 ♦ Hyper Sport

6:20 Pm
 ♦ HUMAN DIGNITY 

FILM INSTITUDE 
“My Dear Tharamuu, 
528”

7:15 Pm
 ♦ TV Drama Series

8:00 Pm
 ♦ News/Internation-

al News/ Weather 
Report

9:00 Pm
 ♦ News/ Weather 

Report
 ♦ TV Drama Series
 ♦ Songs In Myanmar 

Movies (Part-26)

Programme Schedule  
(27-1-2017, Friday)

Note/ Hourly News Bulletins (Local + International)

  

Broadway hit ‘Hamilton’ is sued over 
services for blind theatergoers
NEW YORK — The  
producer of “Hamilton” 
has been sued by a blind 
theatergoer who claimed 
that the blockbuster 
Broadway musical vio-
lates federal law by fail-
ing to offer services to 
help blind and visually 
impaired people enjoy the 
show.

In his complaint on 
Monday, Denver resident 
Mark Lasser said Ham-
ilton Uptown LLC and 
Nederlander Organiza-
tion, which runs the Rich-
ard Rodgers Theatre in 
Manhattan where “Ham-
ilton” is performed, could 
easily provide live audio 
narratives to help visual-
ly impaired people fol-
low stage action between 
songs.

But Lasser said the 
theater refuses to offer 
such narratives, which can 
be listened to with head-
phones so other patrons 
will not be disturbed.

He said this violates 
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, which pro-
hibits discrimination on 
the basis of disability in 
places of public accom-
modation, and “will con-
tinue to deter blind and 
visually impaired people 
from attending musicals.” 
The proposed class-ac-
tion lawsuit was filed in 
Manhattan federal court. 

Japanese dolls modeled on Trump, Koike revealed ahead of Girls’ Day
TOKYO — A doll mak-
er on Thursday revealed 
traditional Japanese dolls 
modeled on US President 
Donald Trump and Tokyo 
Gov. Yuriko Koike ahead 
of Girls’ Day on 3 March.

Tokyo-based Kyuget-
su Co. unveiled two sets 

of “kitai-bina” dolls that 
feature prominent person-
alities likely to be the focus 
of attention this year.

Other than Trump and 
Koike, dolls of top Jap-
anese tennis player Kei 
Nishikori and ski jumper 
Sara Takanashi were also 

unveiled. “We have crafted 
the dolls with hopes for the 
prosperity of the political 
and economic relations be-
tween Japan and the United 
States as well as the suc-
cess of Japanese athletes,” 
said an official of the doll 
manufacturer.

The dolls will be dis-
played at the company’s 
headquarters in the Asaku-
sa district of central Tokyo 
through Sunday and then at 
a Yokohama outlet of the 
Sogo & Seibu Co. depart-
ment store chain from 1 to 
6 February.—Kyodo News

Mari Sasaki (L), head of Chernobyl Children’s Fund, Ja-
pan, poses with Ukrainian Ambassador to Japan Ihor 
Kharchenko at the country’s embassy in Tokyo on 26 
January 2017. Sasaki was awarded the Order of Princess 
Olga by the Ukrainian government the same day for her 
efforts to help children who fell ill in the aftermath of the 
1986 Chernobyl nuclear disaster. Photo: Kyodo News

TOKYO — The Ukraine 
government on Thursday 
awarded the Order of Prin-
cess Olga to a Japanese 
woman for her efforts in 
helping children who fell 
ill in the aftermath of the 
1986 Chernobyl nucle-
ar disaster. Mari Sasaki, 
the 52-year-old head of 
the Chernobyl Children’s 
Fund, Japan, received the 
award at the Ukrainian 
Embassy in Tokyo for her 
efforts to provide medical 
supplies and assist in the 
operation of sanatoriums 
for the children in con-

taminated areas.
“I’m delighted and 

honored,” said Sasaki, 
who repeatedly visited 
Belarus and Ukraine to 
help the children. “I think 
the (order) is not solely for 
me but for all the people 
who supported our activ-
ities through donations.”

The Tokyo-based 
fund was established in 
1991 by Ryuichi Hiroka-
wa, a photojournalist, 
now 73, who was also 
honored by the Ukraine 
government in 2011. 
—Kyodo News

Ukraine honors Japanese 
woman for work with 
children in Chernobyl

Actor Lin-Manuel Miranda (C) laughs next to cast members while greeting spectators af-
ter taking part in his last performance with Hamilton in New York in 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

It was reported earlier by 
The Wall Street Journal.

Nederlander did not 
immediately respond on 
Tuesday to requests for 
comment. Spokesmen 
for Hamilton Uptown de-
clined to comment. A law-
yer for Lasser could not 
immediately be reached 
for further comment.

Lasser seeks to re-
quire “Hamilton” to put 
on at least one show per 
week with at least 25 
headsets designed to ac-
commodate visually im-
paired people.

He noted that former 

US Attorney General Lo-
retta Lynch on 21 No-
vember signed a final rule 
requiring many movie 
theaters to provide similar 
accommodations by late 
2018 to blind patrons.

“Given the similari-
ties,” the complaint said, 
“live theaters must also be 
required to provide live 
audio description to the 
blind.” It is unclear why 
the lawsuit specifically 
targets the Broadway pro-
duction of “Hamilton.”

The New York law 
firm representing Lasser 
specializes in ADA law-

suits. “Hamilton” tells 
the story of US founding 
father Alexander Hamil-
ton in a musical blending, 
hip-hop and rap, rhythm 
and blues, ballads and 
Broadway showstoppers.

It won 11 Tony 
awards last year, includ-
ing best musical and best 
book for creator Lin-Ma-
nuel Miranda, who also 
won a Pulitzer Prize.

The case is Lasser v 
Nederlander Organisa-
tion Inc et al, US District 
Court, Southern District 
of New York, No. 17-
00490.—Reuters
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Unhappy Klopp slams officials 
after League Cup exit
London — Juergen Klopp ex-
pressed disappointment at the of-
ficiating and his Liverpool side’s 
poor finishing in the second leg 
of their League Cup semi-final 
at Anfield on Wednesday after 
Southampton claimed a late 1-0 
victory to book a spot in the final.

Liverpool’s poor start to 
2017 continued when they failed 
to break down a well-organised 
Southampton defence before 
Shane Long’s injury-time win-
ner secured a 2-0 aggregate tri-
umph for the Saints.

“First of all congratulations 
to Southampton,” Klopp told 
British media. “They won both 
legs so they deserve to go to 
the final but tonight especially 
I think we could have won and 
that’s why I’m disappointed.”

Liverpool had two penalty 
appeals rejected, the first when 

the ball struck Long’s arm after 
an overhead kick by Roberto 
Firmino and Klopp was disap-
pointed that the officials missed 
it.

“The handball was clear. 
Long, a clear handball,” he add-
ed. “Maybe it’s not interesting 
and I don’t look for excuses or 
anything but it’s really hard to 
accept it week by week by week 
by week. Really hard.”

“Today, the handball was 
for me obvious. 100 per cent ob-
vious.”

Klopp admitted that the sec-
ond appeal for a foul on Divock 
Origi just before Long’s breaka-
way goal was not a penalty, but 
said refereeing decisions had 
cost Liverpool in recent weeks, 
contributing to their run of one 
win in seven games in 2017.

“There’s been a lot of offside 

goals against us which shouldn’t 
have been allowed,” he added, 
singling out Liverpool’s 1-1 Pre-
mier League draw at Manchester 
United on 15 January.

“In one of the biggest 
games... against Manchester 
United, (Antonio Valencia) was 
two or three yards offside but 
nobody really speaks about it. 
That’s how it is. It doesn’t feel 
good.

“You just have to say af-
ter the game, I think okay ‘do 
I have to speak about, it, is it 
my job to get to a fine 
about it by talking 
about it?’”— 
Reuters

Serena storms, Venus rises 
to set up Williams final

Serena Williams of the US signs autographs after winning her 
Women’s singles semi-final match at Melbourne Park, Melbourne, 
Australia on 26 January 2017. Photo: ReuteRs

MELBOURNE — Serena and 
Venus Williams rolled back the 
years as they swept through their 
last four clashes to set up a retro 
family final at the Australian Open 
on Thursday, their ninth meeting 
in a grand slam title-decider.

Younger sister Serena saved 
her sentiment for after her semi-fi-
nal as she ruthlessly brought an 
end to the dream run of Mirjana 
Lucic-Baroni at Melbourne Park, 
thrashing the 34-year-old Croatian 
6-2, 6-1.

Venus had a much tough-
er time on Rod Laver Arena and 
needed to draw on the experience 
of 73 grand slam campaigns to 
rally from a set down for a 6-7(3), 
6-2, 6-3 victory over fellow Amer-
ican Coco Vandeweghe.

The 36-year-old, who lost to 
Serena in her only previous Aus-
tralian Open final in 2003, can 
expect sentiment to play little role 
in Saturday’s title-decider either 
but Thursday was all about family 
pride.

“For us both to be in the final 
is the biggest dream come true for 
us,” said Serena, a year her sister’s 
junior.

“She’s my toughest oppo-
nent, no one has ever beaten me as 
much as Venus has. I just feel like 
no matter what’s happened we’ve 
both won ... A Williams is going to 
win this tournament.”

Although Serena has returned 
from four months out with a shoul-

der injury and Venus has ended 
an eight-year grand slam final 
drought, Lucic-Baroni’s fairy-
tale return to the top table of ten-
nis after years in the wilderness 
trumped them both.

A doubles champion at Mel-
bourne Park as a 15-year-old, 
Lucic-Baroni’s career had gone 
into a tailspin on the back of trau-
ma in her personal life before she 
battled back to reach Thursday’s 
semi-final as world number 79.

Her left leg a swathe of 
strapping, she came out firing 
winners as if her life depended 
on it but she was simply unable 
to stay with the world number 
two at her brutal best in the 50 
minute contest.

The six-times champion 
was all but untouchable when 
her first serve hit the mark and 
sealed the win when Lucic-Bar-
oni smashed a forehand into the 
net, the American reaching her 

29th grand slam final where she 
will bid for a 23rd major title.

Serena gave her opponent a 
huge hug at the net before watch-
ing on smiling as Lucic-Baroni 
took a selfie as a memento of her 
day in the sun.

“Honestly she’s inspiration, 
she deserves all the credit today,” 
said Serena. “Everything she’s 
gone through, she inspires me.”

Venus needed almost three 
times as long to overcome world 
number 35 Vandeweghe, who 
broke the 13th seed on her first 
service game and won the opening 
set on a tiebreaker.

The 25-year-old’s hopes had 
rested on the accuracy of her serve 
and booming winners but her chal-
lenge faded as the unforced error 
count racked up — she made 51 
overall — and her first serve per-
centage hovered around the 55 per 
cent mark.

The key to Venus’s victory, 
though, was her ability to raise 
her game when it mattered and 
the seven-times major champi-
on saved 12 of 13 break points 
she faced, seven in the second set 
alone.

Venus danced around the 
court in breathless delight at her 
victory and gave the crowd an 
elaborate version of her tradition-
al twirl, having ensured she would 
become the oldest Australian 
Open women’s finalist in the pro-
fessional era.—Reuters

Real Madrid crash 
out of King’s Cup, 
Atletico advance
BARCELONA — Real Madrid 
crashed out of the King’s Cup 
quarter-finals 4-3 on aggregate 
after being held to a 2-2 draw at 
Celta Vigo on Wednesday in an-
other major setback for the stutter-
ing European champions.

Real twice fought back to 
equalise on a rainswept evening 
in Galicia but it was not enough to 
save them from being eliminated 
in a knockout competition for the 
first time under Zidane who over-
saw a Spanish record 40-game 
unbeaten run before successive 
defeats this month.

An own goal from Brazilian 
defender danilo put Celta ahead in 
the 44th minute but Cristiano Ron-
aldo levelled for Real by lashing in 
a free kick from 28 metres in the 
62nd.—Reuters

Bolt loses 
relay gold after 
Jamaica’s Carter 
tests positive
LAUSANNE, (Switzerland) — 
Jamaica’s Usain Bolt has lost one 
of his nine Olympic gold med-
als and his perfect triple treble 
of Games’ sprint victories after 
team mate Nesta Carter was found 
guilty of doping at the 2008 Bei-
jing Olympics.

Carter was found in re-tests 
of his sample to have taken the 
banned stimulant methylhexan-
eamine, the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) said on 
Wednesday, meaning Jamaica’s 
4x100 metres relay team must give 
back their gold medals.

Carter’s lawyer, Stuart Stimp-
son, said the sprinter would be 
lodge an appeal with the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport (CAS).

“Mr. Carter will be taking his 
appeal to CAS,” Stimpson told 
Reuters by telephone on Wednes-
day.—Reuters

MYANMA Radio and Tele-
vision-MRTV  will broadcast 
live the semi-final match be-
tween Myanmar and Timor  
in this year’s ASEAN Foot-
ball Federation (AFF) Futsal 
Championship 2016 at the 
Indoor Stadium Huamark in 
Bangkok tomorrow on the at 
3.50 pm today.—Myanmar 
News Agency

MRTV to broadcast 
live Futsal seminal  
between Myanma-

Timor Leste


