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PEACE IN 2017: STATE COUNSELLOR

THE National Reconciliation and
Peace Centre in Nay Pyi Taw
opened in Nay Pyi Taw on the
first day of the New Year, with
State Counsellor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi expressing her commit-
ment to achieving lasting peace
for the country this year.

“The reason why we opened
the National Reconciliation and
Peace Centre on New Year’s Day
is that we wish our peace-making
efforts to meet with success this
year,” said Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi in her opening address.

“From this building, we will
face the challenge of bringing
the country on the right path to
the goal of peace, and with the
help of the people and our good
friends in the world who have a
genuine “cetana” (good will) to-
wards our country, we will strive
for national reconciliation and
peace in the country,” she said.

She also called for coopera-
tion of the people from all strata
of the country in the peace-mak-
ing processes.

In her speech, the State
Counsellor also highlighted the
importance of giving rather than
taking in making efforts for
peace.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
stressed the need to have hones-
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State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi plants an olive tree in front of the National Reconciliation and Peace Centre in Nay Pyi Taw.PHoto: Aung SHINE Oo

ty and openness in order to build
trust, which is the most important
factor for achieving peace.

In retrospect, she said My-
anmar has not achieved peace
in nearly 70 years since its inde-

pendence in 1948 due to anger
and greed.

“The country would see
peace if these two evils are elimi-
nated or dramatically decreased,”
she said.

As a New Year Day’s wish,
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has
called for all the people of the
country to march with purity of
mind towards national reconcili-
ation and peace as from this New

Year day.

To mark the opening of the
Centre, State Counsellor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi planted an ol-
ive tree in front of the building.
— Myanmar News Agency

Action to be taken against police abuse in

ACTION will be taken against
police who allegedly beat vil-
lagers during an area clearance
operations on 5 November in
Kotankauk Village, Maungtaw
Township, according to the State
Counsellor’s Office Information
Committee.

A video clip posted online on
Saturday night titled “an accident
in Rakhine State” shows footage
of members of the Myanmar Po-
lice Force beating up villagers.
The video clip was broadcast by

several media outlets, according
to the Information Committee.

As soon as the video was
found online, the information
committee contacted officials of
the Myanmar Police Force and
the Ministry of Home Affairs. An
investigation was immediately
launched.

According to the Myanmar
Police Force, the video was made
when a combined team comprised
of police from the No. 2 Border
Guard Post and No. 36 Security

Force made an area clearance op-
eration in Kotankauk Village on 5
November. It was found that Con-
stable Zaw Myo Htike recorded
the video clip when 10 policemen
detained several villagers.

The area clearance operation
occurred after six violent attack-
ers on three motor bikes shot at
11 policemen from the Norular
Police Outpost led by Police In-
spector Kyaw Myint of No. 22
Security Force at 5:50 pm on 3
November.

In the attack, Police Lance
Corporal Min Min Soe died after
being shot four times and Police
Lance Corporal Myo Zaw Ko was
injured.

The police then conducted
the area clearance operation in
Kotankauk Village on 5 Novem-
ber, acting on a tip-off that the
attackers were being sheltered in
Kotankauk Village. In the same
village, according to the tip-off,
lived a man who had distributed
documents and placards contain-

video clip

ing fake information to villagers
that they used during a protest
on 3 November when diplomats
visited the village, said the press
release of the information com-
mittee.

In the clearance operation, it
was learnt that Nu Arlaung, 22,
Sauli Mullah, 35, and Mammud
Nawbi, 32, were allegedly in-
volved in the armed attack. The
operation also uncovered six ma-
chetes, one knife and one spear.

SEE PAGE 2 >>
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Police searchfor missingmanin Maungtaw

SECURITY forces are conduct-
ing a search for the head of
the village of Tulartulikyun in
Maunttaw Township who went
missing on Friday.

Larlu Myar, the village lead-

er who is the head of 100 house-
holds, saw off an administrator
from Mingyi Village who came
to Tulartulikyun Village to pro-
vide security around 7 pm on Fri-
day but he did not return home.

Police were informed of the
missing person at 10 pm on Sat-

urday.
Police continue to
search  for  Larlu  Myar.

— Myanmar News Agency

744 road accidents happened on
Yangon-Mandalay Highway in 2016

A total of 744 traffic accidents happened on Yangon-Mandalay Highway in 2016, killing 167 and
injuring 1,307. Following is the table showing monthly accidents, death toll and the number of the injured.

—Myanmar News Agency

Dead Injure
No Months | Accidents Remark
Male Female Total Male Female Total

1. | January 57 6 4 10 52 33 85
2. | February 47 8 1 9 45 30 75
3. | March 70 9 14 23 72 46 118
4. | April 69 12 10 22 121 118 239
5. | May 73 11 3 14 55 38 93
6. | June 96 7 2 9 70 24 95
7. | July 80 9 6 15 66 53 119
8. | August 70 8 4 12 72 28 100
9. | September | 50 9 2 11 39 11 50
10. | October 58 3 6 9 64 36 100
11. | November 61 11 4 15 71 46 117
12. | December 50 12 6 18 56 60 116

Total 744 105 62 167 784 523 1307

Pyinnyarahlin Free Library opens in Taungoo
District to mark 69" Independence Day

TO mark the 69th Independence
Day, an opening ceremony of the
Pyinnyarahlin Free Library was
held in front of the library in Ohe-
gon village, Zidaing village-tract,
Taungoo, Bago Region yesterday
morning.

The one-storey library, a
brick-and-wood building 24 feet
in length and 21 feet wide, was
built with money donated by vil-
lagers.

Regional Hluttaw Repre-
sentative U Aye Min Win and
Taungoo District officer of Infor-
mation and Public Relations De-
partment Daw Khine Khine Thin
delivered speeches after Regional
Hluttaw Representatives U Moe
Ma Kha and U Aye Min Win, and
village administrator formally cut

L3N

Officials cut ceremonial ribbons to commemorate the opening of the

library. PHoto: SHwe Win (Pyay)

ribbons to open the library.

U Zaw Myoe, townselders U
Khin Maung and U Myint Thein
gave words of thinks and then

presented certificates of honour
of the donators. The official In-
dependence Day falls on 4 Janu-
ary.—Shwe Win (Pyay)
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Action to be taken against police abuse ...

>> FROM PAGE 1

Following the operation, the
police released the remaining vil-
lagers and urged them to support
community peace in the village.

The operation was led by
Police Superintendent Ye Tun
Naing of the No. 2 Border Guard
Police Force and Sub-Inspector

Te Zar Lin of the No. 36 Security
Force. It is learnt that the video
clip was made by Constable Zaw
Myo Htike. The police officer
who is seen beating villagers in
the video clip is Constable Pyai
Phyo Thwin, said the press re-
lease of the State Counsellor’s
Office Information Committee.

Further investigations are
being carried out to expose other
police officers who beat the vil-
lagers in the operation, according
to the press release.

Measures are being tak-
en to take action against those
who violated police force rules.
—Myanmar Police Force
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nomic policy and goals.

National objectives for
the 69" anniversary
Independence Day, 2017

1. To build a genuine Union in the future, making use of the
common agreement which will emerge from the negotia-
tions and discussions to be reached at the Union Peace Con-
ference — 21st century Panglong.

2. For all nationalities to collectively preserve and protect
non-disintegration of the Union; non-disintegration of na-
tional unity; and perpetuation of sovereignty.

3. To strive hard to draw up a constitution suitable for the un-
ion and in accord with democratic principles and norms for
the emergence of a democratic federal union.

4. To endeavour to create good economic conditions that en-
sure equitable development between the regions and the
states and that will be in conformity with the national eco-

25 arrested heading to
neighbouring country

THE navy found 25 villagers in
two boats heading to neighbour-
ing country near Maungtaw yes-
terday early morning.

The navy ship signaled for
the two boats at 2:50 am to stop
and intercepted them as they at-
tempted to elude the navy ship.

Twenty-three villagers

from Maungtaw township were
found among the passengers in
the two boats along with two
Bangladeshi nationals.

The detainees will be
handed over to the Maung-
taw Myoma Police Station
for  further investigation.—
Myanmar News Agency

Two boats used by 25 villagers in an attempt to travel to Bangladesh.
Proto: State CounseLLOR’s OFFICE INFORMATION COMMITTEE
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State Counsellor participates in ‘peace talks’ with youths

THERE will be many New
Year wishes and resolutions, the
State Counsellor told a group
of youths yesterday in Nay Pyi
Taw, but in order to make them
come true, there should be prior-
itization and propriety, the same
standards that must be followed
in attempting to achieve peace in
Myanmar.

During her opening address
to 16 youths at the Peace Talk at
the Myanmar International Con-
vention Centre (2) in Nay Pyi
Taw yesterday afternoon, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi said it is the
highest responsibility as well as
a challenge for a government
elected by the people to find out
which wishes are vital. It is also
important to decide how to fulfil
these wishes.

“Some people think means
does not matter and what mat-
ters most is to achieve what they
want. Some people think that it
is important to reach the goal
through any path. In my opinion,
outcomes will be different from
what people expect after the goal
has been achieved if the route
taken is wrong,” she told the
youths. “Only by going through
the right path, will we will be
able to reach our desired goal.

In the New Year, there
should be considerations as to
what should be given priority,
the State Counsellor said.

“There are priorities which
we have unveiled since the
government was formed by the
National League for Democ-

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi talks to youths at the Peace Talk in Nay Pyi Taw. Proto: MNA

racy, which was elected by the
majority of people. One of the
most important priorities is in-
ternal peace. Internal peace and
improvement of the lives of the
people are our two priorities.
The two priorities are interre-
lated. Only when our country is
peaceful, lives of the people will
improve. Only when lives of the
people improve, peace can be
maintained. Therefore, we set
these priorities as our most im-
portant goal,” she said.

“The path toward peace in
Myanmar since the NLD took
power involved organizing the
Second Panglong Peace Con-
ference, asking for a ceasefire
and bringing warring factions to
the negotiating table,” the State

“It is immensely
important for us to
know the points of
view of youths
who are going to
take charge of
their duties.”

Counsellor told the youths.
“Peace cannot be restored
while fighting is taking place.
Real peace can be achieved
only through dialogue. Any or-
ganization in the history of the
world finally had to seek solu-

tions through dialogues however
hard they had fought in however
many battles. It is necessary to
seek solutions at the table,” she
said.

“But talking about peace
means not just dialogue between
the government and ethnic
armed groups, but also talking
about peace with the people”,
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said.

“It is immensely important
for us to know the points of view
of youths who are going to take
charge of their duties,” she said.

She added “It is our respon-
sibility to share the ownership
of the peace process with all
the people. Ownership does not
mean that one can do whatever
one wants to with the process. It

means that everyone has respon-
sibility for the ownership of the
process and everyone will bene-
fit from the process.”

The youth participants ex-
changed with the State Counsel-
lor their views on trust building
for peace, the delegation of more
authority to states and regions,
promotion of the Union Spirit,
unity in diversity, elimination of
trauma caused by the civil war,
governance under People-cen-
tered laws, participation of youth
in the peace process and assis-
tance for victims who have lost
limbs due to the civil war.

The 16 youth were chosen
representing various states and
regions. One youth represent-
ed persons with disabilities and
another represented the female
segment of the country. Union
Ministers, Deputy Ministers and
members of the Peace Commis-
sion also attended the event.

The  State  Counsellor
warned the youths that the path
to peace is long, and often rocky.

“To enjoy the benefits,
everyone has the responsibility
to work hard,” she said. “In fact,
we all encourage one another to
work hard in the beginning of a
New Year. We all send best wish-
es. Although making wishes is
easy, fulfilling them is difficult.”
—Myanmar  News  Agency
(The unofficial translation of the
full text of the speech of Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi is available
on www.globalnewlightofmyan-
mar.com)

The building of the National
Reconciliation and Peace
Centre is illuminated at
night on new year day.
TheNational Reconciliation
and Peace Centre opened
in Nay Pyi Taw on first day
of the New Year, with State
Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi expressing
her  commitment to
achieving lasting peace
for the country this year.
(NEws oN Pace-1)

International

TO develop the International
Tourism Service Industry and lo-
cal tourism sector, International
Tourism Expo, Myanmar 2017 or-
ganised by Travel Support Co Ltd
under the auspices of the Myanmar
Tourism Federation will be held in
Tatmadaw Exhibition Hall in Yan-
gon from 20 to 22 January 2017.
“We have arranged the event
with the aim of promoting the de-
velopment of the local travel and
tourism industries in line with the
modern travel and tourism indus-
try, promotion of the cooperation
between the local travel and tour-
ism companies and international
tourism companies, giving infor-
mation about travel and tourism
industry in detail to the public”,

Tourism Expo, Myanmar 2017 to be held in Yangon

said director U Nway Moe Aung
of Travel Support Co. Ltd.

The experience from the expo
will be of benefit to local visitors
who will come to the expo.Of-
ficials will elaborate facts of the
travel and tourism industry to vis-
itors who do not know facts about
place where they want to visit to
relax at the exhibition, he added.

The three-day event will be
arranged for the public at one place
to be able to observe the the dif-
ferent types of travel and tourism
service industries, he added. The
event is first-ever expo for the trav-
el and tourism industry, with 124
booths from hotels, travel agen-
cies, airlines, insurance companies
and other agencies related to tour-

ism will be featured at the expo.
Moreover, motor service compa-
nies and mobile phone companies,
cruise companies, foreign and
local travel service agencies, trav-
el-related goods sale companies
will showcase their services, desti-
nations, tourism attractions, travel
packages and products through the
booths.

Holding the International
Tourism Expo, Myanmar 2017
will make the Myanmar travel
and tourism industry develop and
increase the country’s foreign ex-
change earnings from tourism.
Also, travel-related business sec-
tors will develop and it will pro-
vide assistance to develop the tour-
ism areas. — Soe Win (MLA)

U Bein Bridge, a crossing that spans Taungthaman Lake near Amarapura.
The 1.2-kilometre (0.75 m) bridge was built around 1850 and is believed to
be the oldest and longest teakwood bridge in the world.[It is used as an
important passageway for the local people and has also become a tourist
attraction. Proto: Nvi Nvi (HisTory)
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Scale model of Yadana
Hninsi Housing
Complex. PHoto: MNA

Over 120 units of Yadana Hninsi complex sold in one week

MORE THAN 120 units of Ya-
dana Hninzi housing project
developed by the Ministry of
Construction have already been
sold during a single week, said
an official from sale center.

According to the official,
some bought Ksl1.2 billion
worth of large flats while some
others selected Ks600 million
worth of smaller flats.

The Yadana Hninsi Hous-
ing complex, the new govern-
ment’s first public housing de-
velopment project in Yangon,
started on June 1. It is a model
project for future housing com-

plexes in Dagon Seikkan Town-
ship, with its five 18-storey
buildings.

Those buyers, who pur-
chased the apartments without
taking out loans, have to pay 20
per cent of total costs first, with
the remaining 80 per cent paya-
ble monthly for period of twelve
months. They will receive the
key of the apartment only after
finishing the installment plan.

Some apartments have
yet to have electricity or wa-
ter a supply system installed,
although the project is almost
completed. Those apartments

will be finished by May.

As part of public housing
development, the Yangon Re-
gion Government has adopted a
five-year plan, from the 2016-17
fiscal year to the 2020-2021 fis-
cal year, to build 180,000 apart-
ments.

Under the plan, 8,000 new
apartments will be constructed
in two years from 2016-2017 to
2017-2018 in the Yangon Re-
gion, and the apartments would
be sold on an installment plan
for Kl1Omillion, according to
the Ministry of Construction.
—200

Filipino companies likely to invest in
Myanmar’s coconut, hanana farms

NEW investment by Filipino ag-
ricultural companies is likely to
go into Myanmar’s coconut and
banana production businesses this
fiscal year, according to agribusi-
ness companies.

The Philippines’ coconut
production is booming. It plays
an important role in the national
economy of the Philippines. This
is a main reason why the coun-
try invited Filipino companies to
make an investment in coconut
and banana farming.

“The two sides discussed
new investment in coconut and
banana farming in the first week
of December. The Filipinos will
soon visit the lands,” said U
Thaung Ngwe, director of Kaung
Htet Farm Sector Investment.

The coconut cultivations are
mostly found in Ayeyawady, east
and west Bago and Taninthayi re-
gions as well as Mon and Rakhine
states.

There are 63,000 acres of co-
conut plantations in Ayeyawady

Region, 10,000 acres in Mon
State, 12,000 acres in Taninthayi
Region, 130,000 acres in Rakhine
State, 5,000 acres in eastern part
of Bago Region and 1,500 acres
in the western part of Bago Re-
gion. The country formally ex-
ports nearly 200,000 coconuts to
Thailand each year through Da-
wei and Myeik towns. According
to local entrepreneurs, United
Arab Emirates has offered to pur-
chase Myanmar’s coconut in the
future.—200

Over Ks350 billion in taxes collected from commercial
businesses in Yangon in eight months

A TOTAL of Ks356billion of tax
was received from commercial
businesses in Yangon during the
past eight months, and the tax-
es levied on real estate trading
reached Ks47billion, according
to the Internal Revenue Depart-
ment.

The tax earnings from real
estate trading of Ks47billion are
Ks23billion higher than that of

the similar period of last fiscal
year. Those engaged in real es-
tate trading in Yangon have to
pay the tax at the prescribed rate
and the stamp duty, in line with
the real estate price, must be af-
fixed to the contract. A contract
not bearing stamp duty is not
in accordance with the law and
those sellers and buyers will be
fined ten times the price of the

real property, according to the
Internal Revenue Department.

Buyers who can present how
much they earn will pay from 3
to 30 per cent of the real estate’s
price, depending on the price, in
keeping with 2016 Union Tax
Law. After the tax rate levied on
real estate was reduced, the num-
ber of taxpayers rose, it is learnt.
—Ko Htet

Ten new cinemas to
launch in various regions,
states in March

TEN NEW cinemas developed
by Paradiso Cinemas under a
100-cinema master plan will be
launched in some regions and
states, including the Yangon
Region, in March, said Maung
Maung Oo, the director of the
movie Snow White and a share-
holder of the company.

Two out of the ten new cin-
emas will be opened in Yangon’s
Taikkyi Township and Aungban
Township in southern Shan State,
with the rest planned in suitable
places in big towns in targeted re-
gions and states.

Paradiso Cinemas is now
implementing movie theaters in
crowded towns across the coun-

try that were previously without
cinemas under the long-term
100-cinema plan. The company
will spend Ks20 billion on the
project.

With the purpose of attract-
ing audiences with high-quality
movie theaters, project imple-
menters plan to develop 24 cin-
emas in the commercial city of
Yangon, 15 cinemas in Mandalay
Region, nine cinemas in Mag-
way Region, eight cinemas in
Sagaing Region, two cinemas in
Taninthayi Region, 12 cinemas in
Bago Region and Shan State, 19
cinemas in Ayeyawady Region,
six cinemas in Mon State and five
cinemas in Rakhine State.—200

First Private Bank to commence
stock trading on 20th January

First Private Bank (FPB) is the
fourth company to be listed on
the Yangon Stock Exchange
(YSX) and its stock trading will
began on 20th January, according
to an announcement released by
YSX.

The base price of FPB will
be announced on YSX website
before the listing day of 20th Jan-
uvary. Yangon Stock Exchange
(YSX) approved First Private
Bank for listing after scrutinising
submitted application documents
and a deliberate listing examina-
tion on 30th December.

First Myanmar Investment
(FMI), Myanmar Thilawa SEZ
Holdings (MTSH) and Myanmar
Citizens Bank (MCB) are cur-
rently trading shares at YSX.

Stock trading on YSX in De-
cember hit an all-time low with
the trading value of only Ksl.
Sbillion this year.The monthly
stock trading values by FMI at
YSX were Ks 24,714,431,000 in

March and Ks5,867,897,500 in
April. With MTSH entering YSX
on 20th May, stock trading values
of FMI and MTSH amounted to
Ks 16,216,528,500 in May and
Ks 6,895,863,000 in June and Ks
3,732,548,500 in July respective-
ly. After MCB listed on YSX,
the monthly stock trading values
were Ks2,907,600,800 in August,
Ks 2,482,949,200 in September,
Ks 4,027,821,700 in October and
Ks 2,213,328,400 in November,
it is learnt from monthly report
of YSX.

Educative efforts that ex-
plain the advantages of stock
trading are needed in order to
gain widespread public inter-
est, said an observer. On 30th
December, 2016, 12,299 shares
worth Ks 89,393,500 were trad-
ed at YSX, with the share price
of Ks13,500 by FMI, Ks4,400 by
MTSH and Ks9,200 by MCB, ac-
cording to the stock trading data
of YSX. —Ko Khant
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China’s Xi says won’t
let anyone make ‘fuss’
about its territory

BENING — China will
never allow anyone to
“make a great fuss” about its
territorial sovereignty and
maritime rights, President
Xi Jinping said in his New
Year’s address, while Chi-
na’s top official in charge of
Taiwan ties warned of risk
ahead in 2017.

China’s  increasingly
assertive moves to push
its territorial claims in the
disputed South China Sea,
including building artificial
islands, has unnerved its
neighbors.

“We adhere to peaceful
development, and resolute-
ly safeguard our territorial
sovereignty and maritime
rights and interests,” Xi
said, in comments carried
by state media late on Sat-
urday.

“Chinese people will
never allow anyone to get
away with making a great
fuss about it,” he said, with-
out elaborating.

China claims most
of the South China Sea.

Neighbors Brunei, Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Tai-
wan and Vietnam also have
claims.

While Xi made no di-
rect mention of self-ruled
Taiwan, aside from extend-
ing New Year’s greetings
to them, the head of Chi-
na’s policy-making Taiwan
Affairs Office in his New
Year’s message said that
2017 would see uncertain-
ty.

“Looking ahead to
2017, the situation in the
Taiwan Strait is complex
and serious, and the devel-
opment of relations are fac-
ing many uncertain factors
and risk,” Zhang Zhijun
said, according to the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency.

China hopes that peo-
ple on both sides can show
resolve and courage, to en-
sure the “correct direction”
of the peaceful develop-
ment of ties and work to
maintain peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait, he
added.—Reuters
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South Korea’s Park denies
wrongdoing in scandal: media

SEOUL — South Korean
President Park Geun-hye
on Sunday denied alle-
gations of wrongdoing
in a political scandal that
threatens her presidency,
saying the accusations
against her were “fabrica-
tion and falsehood”, local
media reported.

Park said Choi Soon-
sil, her long-time friend,
was “merely an acquaint-
ance”, and denied Choi
was allowed to wield un-
due and wide-reaching in-
fluence over state affairs,
Yonhap news agency and
YTN television reported.

Park met domestic
media reporters on Sun-
day in the first public
event since her impeach-
ment by parliament on 9
December. Her fate is in
the hands of Constitution-
al Court judges who have
up to 180 days to uphold
the impeachment or rein-
state her.

She has  denied
wrongdoing  previously
but apologized for care-
lessness in her ties with
Choi, a friend for four
decades, who has also de-
nied wrongdoing. Choi is
in detention while on trial.

Park was quoted on
Sunday as saying that the
decision by the country’s
national pension fund to
back a merger between

1) T

South Korean President Park Geun-hye speaks during a meeting with reporters at the
Presidential Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, in this handout picture provided by the
Presidential Blue House and released by Yonhap on January 1, 2017. Proto: ReuTers

two Samsung Group af-
filiates was “a just policy
decision” made for na-
tional interest, and that
the deal was supported by
many brokerage firms at
the time.

“I did not have an
iota of thinking to help
anyone and the thought
never crossed my mind,”
Yonhap quoted Park as
saying.

The merger in 2015
of Samsung Group affil-
iates Cheil Industries Inc
and Samsung C&T Corp
has become central to the
investigation of the scan-
dal that led parliament

to vote last month to im-
peach Park.

The merger has been
criticized by some inves-
tors for strengthening the
founding family’s control
of Samsung Group, South
Korea’s largest “chae-
bol”, or conglomerate,
at the expense of other
shareholders.

The National Pension
Service, which had 545
trillion won ($451.78 bil-
lion) under management
at the end of September
and was a major share-
holder in the two Samsung
affiliates, voted in favor of
the merger without calling

in an external committee
that sometimes advises it
on difficult votes.

Park, 64, is accused
of colluding with Choi to
pressure big businesses in-
cluding Samsung to make
contributions to non-profit
foundations backing pres-
idential initiatives.

Park’s comments on
Sunday were more de-
tailed than previous ones
and also touched on alle-
gations of negligence over
the handling of the Sewol
ferry disaster in April
2014 that killed more than
300 passengers, mostly
school children.—Reuters

Japan husiness lobby to send mission
for talks with Trump officials

TOKYO — Japan’s big-
gest business lobby is
sending a delegation to
the United States in early
2017 to discuss trade pol-
icies with officials of the
new US administration of
President Donald Trump,
according to the head of
the group.

“I’'m worried about
US trade policy,” Sa-
dayuki Sakakibara, chair-
man of the Japan Busi-
ness Federation, known as
Keidanren, said in a recent
interview with the media.
Trump’s protectionist un-
dertones “will not only be
a negative for Japan but
also for the United States,”
he added.

Underlining his
“America First” policy,
Trump has said his ad-
ministration will notify
other nations of its in-
tent to withdraw from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership

pact, a US-led free trade
deal that Japan, the United
States and 10 other Pacif-
ic Rim nations signed last
year, as soon as he takes
office on 20 January.

Sakakibara said the
delegation will urge the
Trump administration to
maintain the country’s
strong global economic
ties, adding he may join
the delegation himself.
“While Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe is likely to
take necessary actions, the
business community also
needs to take action.”

In Japan, the govern-
ment has compiled draft
guidelines for achieving
“equal pay for equal work”
for workers, regardless of
their employment status.

The chairman called
the government’s move
“appropriate,” saying that
the draft guidelines pay
attention to the country’s

diverse wage system and
employment practices.

Regarding the build-
ing momentum for curb-
ing long working hours
among Japanese work-
ers after the suicide of
an overworked young
ad agency employee in
Tokyo, Sakakibara said
current labor regulations
allow unlimited overtime
work. “That needs recon-
sideration.”

But he also called for
the government to take
into account that work can
be hectic during some pe-
riods and not so busy dur-
ing others.

Sakakibara said he
expects the economy to
grow this year. “Signs of
economic recovery were
already showing in the
latter half of 2016,” he
said, adding he hopes the
country “will shrug off its
deflationary mindset” and

break the standstill.

Meanwhile, the busi-
ness lobby said Saturday
that Japanese and Chinese
economic  organizations
will co-sponsor an en-
vironmental  technology
exhibition, called the Ja-
pan-China Green Expo,
in Beijing in 2017 for the
first time in six years.

The federation hopes
to deepen ties between
Japanese and Chinese
companies as 2017 marks
the 45th anniversary of the
normalization of diplo-
matic ties between Tokyo
and Beijing.

The exhibition was
first held in Beijing in
2011 but was cancelled the
following year after bilat-
eral ties deteriorated amid
tensions over uninhabited
islands in the East China
Sea that are controlled by
Japan but claimed by Chi-
na.—Kyodo News
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North Korea’s Kim says close to test launch of ICBM

SEOUL — North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un said on Sunday that
the isolated nuclear capable coun-
try was close to test-launching an
intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM).

North Korea tested ballistic
missiles at an unprecedented rate
during 2016, although some ex-
perts have said it is years away
from developing an ICBM fitted
with a nuclear warhead capable of
reaching the United States.

“Research and development
of cutting edge arms equipment
is actively progressing and ICBM
rocket test launch preparation is in
its last stage,” Kim said during a
televised New Year’s Day speech.

The country has been under
UN sanctions since 2006 over its
nuclear and ballistic missile tests.
The sanctions were tightened last
month after Pyongyang conduct-
ed its fifth and largest nuclear test
on 9 September.

A successful ICBM test
launch would mark a signifi-
cant step forward for secretive
Pyongyang’s weapons capability.
ICBMs have a minimum range
of about 5,500 km (3,418 miles),
but some are designed to travel
10,000 km or further.

The US state of California
is roughly 9,000 km from North
Korea.

However, North Korea has
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un gives a New Year address for 2017
in this undated picture provided by KCNA in Pyongyang on 1 January

2017. PHoTO : REUTERS

struggled to reliably deploy its in-
termediate-range Musudan ballis-
tic missile, succeeding just once in
eight attempted launches last year.

The Musudan is designed to
fly about 3,000 km (1,860 miles),
posing a threat to South Korea and
Japan, and possibly the US territo-
ry of Guam.

South Korea’s defence min-
istry declined to comment on
whether North Korea would test
launch an ICBM soon.

According to a senior US in-
telligence official, President-elect
Donald Trump’s first and at that

time only request for a special
classified intelligence briefing was
for one on North Korea and its nu-
clear weapons programme.

North Korea and its nuclear
programme has also been of inter-
est to retired Lieutenant General
Michael Flynn, Trump’s choice
for national security advisor and
a former director of the Defence
Intelligence Agency.

An Chan-il, a former North
Korean military officer who de-
fected to the South and runs a
think tank in Seoul, said Kim will
gauge Trump’s comments about

his country for potential interest
in dialogue and determine wheth-
er to try and conduct an ICBM test
launch.

“If Trump comes in and the
North does not get a good signal
in terms of how the relationship
between the two countries is go-
ing to go, that’ll give them another
reason to do it,” An said.

Kim also said that the North
would continue to develop its
pre-emptive nuclear strike ca-
pability if the United States and
South Korea continue to conduct
annual joint military exercises.

There are 28,500 US troops
based in South Korea, and North
Korean state media often de-
scribes annual joint exercises as
preparation for an attack.

In February, North Korea
launched a satellite into space,
which was widely seen as a test of
long-range ballistic missile tech-
nology.

A senior US military official
said last month that North Korea
appears able to mount a miniatur-
ised nuclear warhead on a missile
but is still struggling with missile
re-entry technology necessary for
longer range strikes.

Although it fired a variety
of missile types last year, North
Korea is not known to have test-
launched a ballistic missile since
October.—Reuters

Smog in northern China shuts highways, causes cancelled flights

BENING — Heavy smog in
northern China on Sunday caused
hundreds of flights to be cancelled
and highways to shut, disrupting
the first day of the new year hol-
iday.

Large parts of the north were
hit by hazardous smog in mid-De-
cember, leading authorities to or-
der hundreds of factories to close

and to restrict motorists to cut
emissions. The latest bout of air
pollution began on Friday and is
expected to persist until Thursday,
although it will ease slightly on
Monday, the last day of the new
year holiday.

In Beijing, 24 flights were
cancelled at the city’s main air-
port and all buses from there to

neighbouring cities suspended,
the airport said in a statement on
its official microblog.

Average concentrations of
small breathable particles known
as PM2.5 were higher than 500
micrograms per cubic metre in
Beijing — 50 times higher than
World Health Organization rec-
ommendations. In Tianjin, Bei-

jing’s next door metropolis, the
smog was not as serious but visi-
bility much worse, with more than
200 flights cancelled at Tianjin
airport and conditions not expect-
ed to improve in the near term, the
city government said. Some bus
routes and highways in Tianjin
were also closed due to the smog,
the government added.—Reuters

More than 20 killed, dozens injured after fire on Indonesian tourist boat

JAKARTA — Twenty three
people were killed and dozens
injured on Sunday after a fire
ripped through a boat carrying
nearly 250 people to islands
north of the Indonesian capital
Jakarta, the city’s search and res-
Cue agency said.

The Zahro Express caught
fire shortly after leaving Muara
Angke port in North Jakarta. The
cause of the fire was thought to
be a short circuit on a power gen-
erator, said police.

“Thick smoke suddenly
emerged, blanketing the cabin,”
said survivor Ardi who was be-
ing treated in a Jakarta hospital.

“All passengers panicked
and ran up to the deck to throw
floats into the water.

In a split second, the fire
becomes bigger coming from
where fuel is stored,” said Ardi,
who was on the boat with his
son.

The boat was towed back
to port where a Reuters witness

saw victims in body bags being
removed from the badly charred
ship. According to the head
of Jakarta’s search and rescue
agency, Hendra Sudirman, 248

people were on board, more than
double the previous estimate of
100, and out of more than 200
people rescued, 32 were being
treated at hospitals in Jakarta.
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Sea accidents are frequent
in Indonesia, a sprawling archi-
pelago, with vessels often over-
loaded and having too few life
jackets on boat. —Reuters
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Police and rescue workers search a boat for victims at Muara Angke port in Jakarta, Indonesia on 1 Janu-

ary, 2017. PHoto: ReuTERS

Antigovernment
protest marks
New Year’s Day
in Hong Kong

HONG KONG — More than
1,000 people took to the streets of
Hong Kong on Sunday to protest
against the government’s plan to
disqualify, through court, pro-de-
mocracy lawmakers who have
been accused of not pledging true
allegiance to China.

“No to Basic Law interpreta-
tion! Withdraw judicial reviews!
We want true universal suffrage!”
the crowd chanted in the New
Year’s Day march, while also call-
ing for democracy in the territory.

China’s parliament gave an
“interpretation” in  November
to Hong Kong’s Basic Law, the
mini-constitution in effect since
the former British colony was re-
turned to Chinese rule in 1997,
aimed at stopping anti-China ad-
vocates from taking public office
in the territory.

Hong Kong courts are bound
by the interpretation, which was
the fifth since the handover and
which was criticized for infringing
upon the rule of law.

Lecturer Lau Siu-lai, sur-
veyor Edward Yiu, student group
leader Nathan Law and veteran
radical Leung Kwok-hung stand
accused of “declining or neglect-
ing” to take the oath of office dur-
ing the legislature’s swearing-in
ceremony on 12 October. The
government has requested the
High Court revoke their lawmaker
status. Court hearings are sched-
uled for next month.

“The people are angry that
the government uses the interpre-
tation to rip us off our seats,” Law
said before joining the march.

“We should resort to different
means to oppose abuse of the judi-
cial system,” Leung added.

The lawsuit comes on the
heels of an earlier court ruling
that disqualified Sixtus Leung and
Yau Wai-ching, of localist group
Youngspiration, which promotes
self-determination  for  Hong
Kong.

“How can the government
use the judicial system to disqual-
ify our elected lawmakers? Can
we do the same and disqualify the
officials?”” a laundry shop worker
identified by surname Chan, 67,
said. “This is political persecu-
tion.”

Dubbed “long hair” for his
signature hairstyle, Leung Kwok-
hung, held a yellow umbrella and
tore up a prop of a Chinese doc-
ument while chanting for democ-
racy and self-determination for
Hong Kong after taking his oath.

Yiu, who failed in his first
attempt at the oath by adding a
phrase about safeguarding justice
in Hong Kong and fighting for
democracy, had to take the oath a
second time.

Law used varied tones while
taking the oath, while Lau read
her oath in a chopped up manner.
—Kyodo News
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France’s Hollande warns against
nationalism in New Year address

PARIS — French President
Francois Hollande on Saturday
warned against the risks of rising
nationalism in his last New Year
address ahead of the election of
his successor next spring.

Hollande, who said this
month he would not seek a
second term in 2017, defend-
ed his legacy as president and
addressed the policies of the
anti-immigration and anti-euro
National Front, whose leader
Marine Le Pen is set to make it
to the second round of the elec-
tion, if recent polls are correct.

“There are periods in histo-
ry when everything may change
dramatically. We’re in one of
them,” Hollande said an address
that was broadcast on French tel-
evision.

“How can we imagine our
country being curled up behind
walls, reduced to its internal
market, going back to its nation-
al currency and, on top of that,
discriminating between its own

children according to their ori-
gins?” he said.

Hollande, who did not di-
rectly name the FN, mentioned
British voters’ decision in June
to leave the European Union,
and the US presidential election
won by Donald Trump in No-
vember, as events that demon-
strated that democracy, freedom
and peace were “vulnerable and
reversible”.

He also warned against
the calling into question of the
2015 Paris agreement on climate
change.

“France will not let anybody
or any state, be it the biggest
one, call into question this major
achievement of the international
community,” Hollande said.

US President-elect Trump
has called global warming a
hoax and has promised to quit
the Paris Agreement, which was
strongly supported by outgoing
Democratic President Barack
Obama.

Hollande’s comments on
Brexit in particular echoed those
made earlier on Saturday by Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel.

Merkel, seeking a fourth
term as chancellor in 2017, de-
scribed 2016 as a year that gave
many the impression that the
world had “turned upside down”.

In her address, she com-
pared Brexit to a “deep incision”
and said that even though the
EU was “slow and arduous”, its
member states should focus on
common interests that transcend
national benefits.

In a statement following
Hollande’s address, Le Pen
brushed off his criticism.

“Talking of isolation for
a project that, on the contra-
ry, takes part in the flow of
history, after Brexit and Don-
ald Trump’s election ... is a
clear misunderstanding of the
world’s evolution and peoples’
deep aspirations,” Le Pen said.
—Reuters

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (L) greets US Senator John McCain during a meeting in Kiev, Ukraine,
on 30 December, 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

Senator McCain says US stands
with Ukraine against Russia

KIEV — Republican US Senator
John McCain promised on Satur-
day continued support for Kiev in
the face of aggression from Mos-
cow, as he spent New Year’s Eve
on the front line in Ukraine’s east-
ern conflict zone.

McCain was one of a bipar-
tisan group of 27 US senators
who sent a letter to President-elect
Donald Trump in December, urg-
ing him to take a tough line against
Russia over what they termed its
“military land grab” in Ukraine.

“I send the message from the
American people - we are with
you, your fight is our fight and
we will win together,” McCain

was quoted as saying by Ukrain-
ian President Poroshenko’s press
service.

“In 2017 we will defeat
the invaders and send them
back where they came from. To
Vladimir Putin - you will never
defeat the Ukrainian people and
deprive them of their independ-
ence and freedom,” McCain said
after a visit to a military base in
the southeastern town of Shy-
rokyne.

Trump signaled during his
campaign that he might take a
softer line in dealings with Mos-
cow, repeatedly praising Russian
President Putin’s leadership.

Trump’s election caused
jitters in Ukraine but officials in
Kiev hope that the incoming pres-
ident’s policies, influenced by
Republican hawks and a Repub-
lican-voting Ukrainian diaspora,
will be friendlier towards Ukraine
than his campaign rhetoric might
have suggested.

Ukraine has relied on West-
ern support and economic aid
since street protests in 2014 which
toppled a Kremlin-backed pres-
ident and were followed by a
war with pro-Russian separatists
and Russia’s annexation of the
Crimea peninsula from Ukraine.
—Reuters
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Erdogan says Turkey will fight to end

against terror attacks

ISTANBUL — President Tayyip Erdogan said on Sunday that Tur-
key would fight to the end against all forms of attack by terror groups
and their backers after a gunman killed 39 people in a shooting spree
at an Istanbul nightclub.

“As a nation, we will fight to the end against not just the armed
attacks of terror groups and the forces behind them, but also against
their economic, political and social attacks,” Erdogan said in a writ-
ten statement.

“They are trying to create chaos, demoralize our people, and
destabilize our country with abominable attacks which target ci-
vilians ... We will retain our cool-headedness as a nation, standing
more closely together, and we will never give ground to such dirty
games,” he said.—Reuters

German police screen hundreds of North

Africans at Cologne station

COLOGNE — German police said they screened hundreds of North
Africans on New Year’s Eve at the main railway station in the west-
ern city of Cologne, where hundreds of women were sexually as-
saulted and robbed during celebrations a year ago.

Last year’s attacks in Cologne, where police said the suspects
were mainly of North African and Arab appearance, fueled criticism
of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s decision to allow over a million asy-
lum seekers into Germany in 2015 and 2016.

“Hundreds of Nafris screened at main railway station,” Cologne
police tweeted using a colloquial expression for North Africans.
With the tweet, the police showed a picture of a large group of men
waiting behind barriers.

Police installed new video surveillance cameras to monitor the
station square in Cologne this New Year’s Eve.—Reuters

France’s Hollande says to visit Iraq
Monday

PARIS — French President Francois Hollande on Saturday said he
would visit Irag on Monday to salute troops which are taking part in
a US-led military coalition against the Islamic State.

“We’re not done with the plight of terrorism. We have to keep
on fighting it,” Hollande said in a New Year address to the nation
that was broadcast on French television.

“This is the reason for our military operations abroad, in Mali,
in Syria, in Iraq -- Iraq where I’ll be going the day after tomorrow to
salute our troops.”—Reuters

80-year-old tuna trader at Tsukiji
market shelves retirement

TOKYO — Yutaka Kadono, an 80-year-old tuna trader at Tokyo’s
Tsukiji fish market, meant to retire at the end of October after devel-
oping glaucoma in his left eye, which began to affect his ability to
examine the freshness of fish at the early morning auctions.

But after the Tokyo metropolitan government decided to post-
pone the relocation of the market to the nearby Toyosu area, which
had been scheduled for November, Kadono bowed to requests from
a number of sushi restaurants and other clients to continue buying
tuna for them.

“| feel grateful to the clients for supporting my business for a
long time,” said Kadono, who has been working at the market for 62
years. He has decided to postpone retirement and continue working
at least until the market’s relocation is resolved.—Kyodo News

Obama offers US assistance to Turkey

after Istanbul attack

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama expressed condolenc-
es on Saturday for the attack at a night club in Istanbul and directed
his team to offer US help to Turkish authorities, the White House
said.

“This afternoon the president was briefed by his national secu-
rity team on the attack in Istanbul,” White House spokesman Eric
Schultz said in a statement.

“The president expressed condolences for the innocent lives
lost, directed his team to offer appropriate assistance to the Turkish
authorities, as necessary, and keep him updated as warranted.”

Obama is on vacation in Hawaii.—Reuters




Editorial from
the Mirror Daily
(Kyemon) dated

1st January
2017

Trandated by
Kyaw Myaing

THE Media booklet which
outlines the code of conduct
and standards for media
people which should be followed by
all media people who live in Myan-
mar has been distributed on 3 May
2014. This booklet is based on par-
agraph 19, of the 1948 UN Univer-
sal Declaration on Human Rights
which relates to a fundamental
freedom such as “freedom of ex-
pression”. Thus it may be said that
media people can have adequate
rights.

This right is not only for “free-
dom of expression” but also relates
to the rights and responsibilities of
those who receive these rights.
News media includes printed me-
dia and electronic media. Since the
word “news media” covers a large
territory and is deeply connected
with the State and all aspects of so-
ciety, it has even been designated as
the Fourth Estate. Therefore me-
dia people will have adequate
rights as well as the need accept re-
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Respect the code of conduct

sponsibility and behave responsi-
bly. During this time when democ-
racy flourishes, media people have
the duty to be precise, balanced,
fair and respect for others. They
need to preserve and abide by the
highest level of professional ethics,
standards and code of conduct.

We may say that in practice,
there have been weaknesses in con-
ducting in accordance with profes-
sional ethics, standards and code of
conduct. That is why we have seen
that there have been law suits,
criminal cases and throwing blame
and condemnations at each other.

If we look at how much the
media people have observed pro-
fessional ethics, standards and code
of conduct, we have seen that there
have been daily acts of non-obser-
vance of the said standards and
code of conduct, in the area of so-
cial media which forms part of
electronic media, rather than in the
area of printed media.

Online news media which has

been called social media, is a social
network which covers a larger ter-
ritory than printed media. We can
see that there is a total disregard
for observation of codes of conduct,
professional ethics or standards in
this area. Although there are media
agencies who take responsibility
with regard to their work, we have
also seen that there are those who
share news on Face Book. We may
or may not know who these people
are. Because of news and pictures
shared by people who may euphe-
mistically be called “Citizens Jour-
nalists”, there have been good re-
sults, we have seen that there have
been instances where we have ob-
served bad results in cases where
the dignity and reputation of indi-
viduals have been hurt and dam-
aged. In the world of news media
where there is freedom but also
teeming with lot of complications,
those who use these social networks
should make sure that they are
aware of the easy and simple rules

which should be observed in this
domain.

These relate to cases where the
dignity and reputation of individu-
als are hurt and damaged. The “cit-
izen journalist” who are citizens of
the country, should either black out
or smudge the face of the ““suspect”
or the person whose reputation and
dignity has been hurt or damaged.
Any person against whom action is
being taken as a suspect should be
considered to be innocent until this
person has been convicted. The vic-
tim of the crime who has been killed
or injured has suffered a tragic loss.
It should be understood that this
type of event can cause a deep trau-
ma for the family and all those
around such a person. Special care
should be taken in cases where the
story involves young children.

We therefore urge that stories
should be shared with good inten-
tion and with due respect and ob-
servance of professional ethics,
codes of conduct and standards.

Independence Day Posterity should Never Ever Forget

Maung Thaung Win
(Ex-diplomat)

N July 13, 1947, Bogyoke

Aung San, the Architect of

our Independence, gave the
people a verbal warning speech at
the mass meeting held at the City
Hall in Yangon, “So long as the
country is void of unity both among
the nationals and the people, the
country will still be the blanke-
ty-blank country under any ruling
party or government, though inde-
pendent. | want to say like this.”

Bogyoke’s speech is not eu-
phemistic to ears, but it is concise
and meaningful. He stressed the
important fact every citizen must
always keep in their minds. It is
still right until now. The essence of
the speech will always be right un-
til the end of the world. He warned
how much important national soli-
darity was in building up the na-
tion, as the forethought about the
future of the country.
Independence Lost

Long ago, in the reign of an-
cient Myanmar kings, the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar stood tall
in the midst of world countries.
Yet, after 3 invasions of colonial-
ists in later part of Konbaung Dy-
nasty, the country fell completely
into the hand of the colonialists on
1st January, 1886. At that time, ed-
ifices of all citizens’ hope were
lost.

The national people fought
against the colonialists with their
weapons, such as it was. Due to the
great difference of the volumes of
firearms between the two sides and
lack of systematic and organized
fighting tactics, Myanmar faced

defeats only. They, however, did
not abandon their sprits of wanting
to fight against colonialists and to
achieve independence. Depending
upon chances that occurred to
them, they did fight against them.
Patriotism Increased

Starting from 1920s, spirit of
patriotism  strengthened among
youths. They launched activities
by forming YMBA, GCBA and
DAA (Dobama Asiayone—We
Burmans Association). From there,
national movements—Workers’
Revolution, Peasants’ Association
& 1300 BE Revolution were born.
There remarkably appeared a patri-
otic youth of iron spirit conceived
in his mind, with an unswerving
resolution to achieve Independ-
ence. He was none other than Bo-
gyoke Aung San, the architect of
Myanmar Independence, who ex-
isted and will exist for ever in the
hearts of all Myanmar people.
Independence Gained

Burma Independence Army
to drive colonialists from Myan-
mar’s Land was initially formed on
26 December in 1941, in Bangkok
by 30 comrades led by Bogyoke
Aung San. From then on, a glim-
mer of hope for the independence
was vaguely seen. On account of
wholehearted support of the peo-
ple, concerted efforts of the Tat-
mataw and the arduous devotion to
independence, Myanmar gained its
Independence on 4 January in
1948, reaching 69th anniversary of
Independence on 4 January 2017.

The Independence Day is a
day of nobility for Myanmar Peo-
ple. On that day, in villages and
towns across the nation, stone
monuments with written declara-
tion which reads—on 9 Waning of

Pyatho, 1309 ME, Myanmar, our
country became the independent
and sovereign State, “the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar”

Evil Legacy Left

Though able to achieve inde-
pendence by driving away coloni-
alists from Myanmar land, the
country was left with evil legacies.
That is, disintegration among
brethren led to increasing doubts
and armed conflicts. Some nation-
als are still taking arms. As a result,
peace covering the whole country
could not be implemented to the
full. Noises of fighting are being
heard in some areas sorrowfully.

It is going into 70 years that
we gained independence. De-
mands through armed conflicts are
not beneficial deeds. Only
round-table talks can lead us—
brethren who live on the same land
and share woes and benefits, to
win-win solution.

To Make Independence Survive
For Ever

National solidarity plays a vi-
tal role for sustainable survival of
the independence of a country.
With the deterioration of solidari-
ty, the country will bring about
negative results. For example, we
should take lessons from Syria and
Libya in the Middle East. People in
those countries are suffering a lot
of troubles and children are losing
their future.

In addition, if solidarity is dis-
solved, its country can be broken
into pieces, like Soviet Union.
Whatever it is, national solidarity
is a driving force for the develop-
ment of a country. So it is neces-
sary to get rid of doubts among
brethren and to build up eternal
peace.

Successive governments
sculpted various shapes of the
country’s Peace. The incumbent
government is also implementing
the task. In October, 2015, Nation-
wide Ceasefire Agreement (NCA)
was signed, with Union Peace
Conference—21st Century Pan-
glong held successfully in August
2016. And, it has been being ar-
ranged to hold 2nd Union Peace
Conference in February 2017.
Build Up Strengthened Solidarity

Only then watertight solidari-
ty can be built among our brethren,
will the strength of the country be
great. Any countries dare not in-
vade and make aggressions against
a country of great strength. That is
to say, that country can safeguard
its independence & sovereignty
eternally through the power of sol-
idarity.

Every citizen living in Myan-
mar is responsible to maintain the
independence and sovereignty of
the country for ever. So as to per-
form our responsibilities dutifully
and become good citizens of great
value, we should try our best. Es-
pecially, armed ethnic groups
which did not cease fires yet should
find solutions through dialogues
with the government. Local popu-
lace living in areas which did not
achieve peace yet, are feeling ha-
tred for aimless wars and battles.
Respect For Bogyoke’s Words

In term of independence, Bo-
gyoke Aung San gave a hotewor-
thy word on 13 July in 1947, “If
you want to achieve independence,
you need to live in accord with dis-
ciplines which are access to inde-
pendence, concurrently to main-
tain unity and to rehabilitate. After
performing these, if you want to

enjoy the taste of independence, it
is necessary for you all, to work
hard, to be disciplined and to cor-
rect yourselves of your evil and old
habits.” These are Bogyoke’s
speech with a good intention (Cet-
ana speech). Value of independ-
ence is well convinced just at the
time when we are not free, that is,
we live under the influence of oth-
ers. National people sacrificed
their lives in fighting for independ-
ence. It is the responsibility of new
generations to maintain it. Present-
ly, people have had freedom of ex-
pression, freedom of speech, free-
dom of belief, right to access of
getting education, right to invest
and other rights. Had we have no
solidarity and lived in negligence,
those rights and freedom will be
lost in a moment.
Responsibility of every individual
To sum up, it is incumbent
upon all citizens in the country to
keep independence in perpetuity.
The independence can be main-
tained through the solidarity built
among people only. Our forefa-
thers gave their lives for regaining
the independence which was lost
easily. It is reasonable to love and
value the independence that
claimed many lives. Present young
generation does not have bitter ex-
periences of living under the con-
ditions of lack of freedom, thus
they are likely to forget the essence
of independence. Therefore, in
honor of 69th Independence Day, |
described in the present contribu-
tion that our posterity need to love
and value the Independence Day
that is vital for the country and the

people. Tranglated by
Khin Maung Oo
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39 killed in Istanbul nightclub gun attack, manhunt under
way Dozens dead in Turkish nightclub attack

ISTANBUL — A lone gunman
opened fire on New Year revelers
at a packed nightclub on the shores
of Istanbul’s Bosphorus waterway
on Sunday killing at least 39 peo-
ple, including many foreigners,
then fled the scene.

Some people jumped into the
Bosphorus waters to save them-
selves after the attacker opened fire
at random in the Reina nightclub
just an hour into the new year.

Officials spoke of a single at-
tacker but some reports, including
on social media, suggested there
may have been more, at least one
of them wearing a Santa Claus cos-
tume which he ditched in order to
escape.

The attack shook NATO
member Turkey as it tries to re-
cover from a failed July coup and a
series of deadly bombings in cities
including Istanbul and the capital
Ankara, some blamed on Islamic
State and others claimed by Kurd-
ish militants.

Security services had been on
alert across Europe for new year
celebrations following an attack on
a Christmas market in Berlin that
killed 12 people. Only days ago, an
online message from a pro-Islamic
State group called for attacks by
“lone wolves” on ‘“celebrations,

gatherings and clubs”.

The Hurriyet newspaper cited
witnesses as saying the attackers
shouted in Arabic as they opened
fire at Reina.

“We were having fun. All of
a sudden people started to run. My
husband said don’t be afraid, and
he jumped on me. People ran over
me. My husband was hit in three
places,” one club-goer, Sinem Uy-
anik, told the newspaper.

“I managed to push through
and get out, it was terrible,” she
said, describing seeing people
soaked in blood.

Turkish  Interior ~Minister
Suleyman Soylu said 15 or 16 of
those killed were foreigners but
that only 21 of the bodies had so
far been identified. He said 69 peo-
ple were in hospital, four of them
in a critical condition.

“A manhunt for the terrorist
is underway. Police have launched
operations. We hope the attacker
will be captured soon,” he told re-
porters.

Turkey is part of the US-led
coalition against Islamic State and
launched an incursion into Syria in
August to drive the radical Sunni
militants from its borders. It also
helped broker a fragile ceasefire in
Syria with Russia.

Ambulances line up on a road leading to a nightclub where a gun attack took place during a New Year party
in Istanbul, Turkey, on 1 January, 2017. Pxoto: ReuTers

The Reina club is one of Is-
tanbul’s most well known and is
popular with locals and foreigners
alike. It overlooks the Bosphorus
Strait separating Europe and Asia
in the city’s cosmopolitan Ortakoy
district.

As many as 600 people were

thought to have been inside when
the gunman shot dead a policeman
at the door, forced his way in and
then opened fire.

Istanbul Governor Vasip Sa-
hin said the attacker had used a
“long-range weapon” to “brutally
and savagely” fire on people, ap-

parently referring to some form of
assault rifle.

US President Barack Obama,
on vacation in Hawaii, expressed
condolences and directed his team
to offer help to the Turkish au-
thorities, the White House said.
—~Reuters

UN Security Council welcomes Syria truce,
rebels warn they could abandon it

BEIRUT — The United Nations
Security Council on Saturday wel-
comed a ceasefire in the Syrian
civil war, but rebel groups threat-
ened to abandon the two-day-old
truce if violations persisted.

A resolution welcoming the
ceasefire, the third truce this year
seeking to end nearly six years of
war, was adopted unanimously by
the 15-member Council, meeting
in New York.

The deal, brokered by Russia

and Turkey, which back oppos-
ing sides, reduced violence, but
firefights, air strikes and shelling
went on in some areas.

A twin suicide bombing
killed at least two people in the
Syrian coastal city of Tartous in
an area under government control
and in President Bashar al-As-
sad’s coastal heartland shortly
after midnight on Sunday, state
media and monitors reported.

The attack killed at least two

security officers and wounded
several other people when two
suicide bombers blew themselves
up after being stopped, Syrian
state media reported, in the first
targeting of the area for several
months. Factions belonging to
the Free Syrian Army (FSA) —a
loose alliance of militias exclud-
ing more radical Islamist groups
— said government forces and
Iranian-backed Lebanese Hez-
bollah fighters had been trying

Rebel fighters walk near damaged buildings in al-Rai town, northern Aleppo countryside, Syria, on 30
December, 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

to push rebels back in the Wadi
Barada valley, northwest of Da-
mascus. “Continued violations
by the regime and bombardment
and attempts to attack areas under
the control of the revolutionary
factions will make the agreement
null and void,” said a statement
from the rebel groups.

The rebels and political op-
position said the government side
was massing forces to launch a
ground attack in the area. There
has been no new announcement
by the military since it launched
operations in the area last week.

FSA factions said in a sep-
arate statement that they would
abandon the truce deal if Russia,
whose air power has helped Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad to turn the
tide of the war, did not use its in-
fluence to halt the Wadi Barada
attacks by 8 pm (1800 GMT).

Later, two rebel officials said
air raids around Wadi Barada had
stopped just before 8 pm and that
the ceasefire therefore still held,
although clashes in the area were
continuing.

The Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights monitoring group
confirmed that there had been
fighting in the area, source of most
of the capital’s water, and said
there had also been government
shelling in the southern provinces
of Quneitra and Deraa.—Reuters

Burundi minister
shot dead in
capital: police

NAIROBI— A gunman killed Bu-
rundi’s environment minister early
on Sunday, police said, the first
murder of a senior government fig-
ure in nearly two years of political
violence.

Emmanuel Niyonkuru, 54,
was attacked as he travelled home
in the central African nation’s cap-
ital Bujumbura, police spokesman
Pierre Nkurikiye said in a tweet.

Violent protests erupted ear-
ly in 2015 after President Pierre
Nkurunziza said he would seek
a third term - a move opponents
said violated the constitution and a
peace deal that ended an ethnically
charged civil war.

At least 450 people have died
in clashes between protesters and
security forces, tit-for-tat killings
and a failed coup, stoking fears of
wider unrest in a region still haunt-
ed by the 1994 genocide in neigh-
bouring Rwanda. “The minister of
water and environment was shot
.. as he was getting home,” po-
lice spokesman Nkurikiye said. A
woman with the minister had been
arrested for questioning, he added.

President Nkurunziza said on
Twitter the minister had been as-
sassinated and offered condolences
“to the family and all Burundians”.

Nkurunziza went on to win
re-election in July 2015 in a poll
largely boycotted by the opposi-
tion.—Reuters
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Growth in China’s factories, services slows in December — official PMI

BEIJING — China’s manufac-
turing sector expanded for a fifth
month in December, but growth
slowed a touch more than ex-
pected in a sign that government
measures to rein in soaring as-
set prices are starting to have a
knock-on effect on the broader
economy.

The official Purchasing Man-
agers’ Index (PMI) stood at 51.4
in December compared with 51.7
in November. A reading above
50 indicates an expansion on a
monthly basis while one below
50 suggests a contraction.

December’s reading was
slightly below the forecast in a
Reuters poll for 51.5.

A housing boom in the sec-
ond half of 2016 and a govern-
ment spending spree on infra-
structure have helped boost prices
for commodities from cement to
steel, giving the manufacturing
sector a much-needed lift.

But the government is crack-
ing down on speculative property
buying, and signals from policy-
makers that more will be done
to contain asset bubbles and ris-
ing debt — even at the expense
of slower growth — means extra
stimulus measures could be lim-
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A worker sprinkles water onto a road at a construction site in Beijing, China, on 31 December, 2016. Proto: ReuTters

ited.

“Today’s PMI figures sug-
gest that the change of policy
tone has taken its toll, as the au-
thorities are seriously concerned
about the asset bubbles,” said
Zhou Hao, senior economist at

Commerzbank.

Factory output slowed in
December, with the sub-index
hitting 53.3 compared with 53.9
the previous month.

Total new orders were flat at
53.2, logging the same as in No-

vember, while new export orders
fell to 50.1 from 50.3.

Jobs were again lost, with
the employment sub-index sitting
at 48.9, compared to 49.2 in No-
vember, as the country pledged to
cut excess capacity over a range

of industries.

A sub-index for smaller
firms fell, and performance for
larger companies also worsened.

The Markit/Caixin PMI, a
private gauge of manufacturing
activity which focuses more on
small- and mid-sized firms, is due
on 3 January.

Analysts in a Reuters poll
expect it to fall to 50.7 from the
previous month’s reading of 50.9.

A separate reading on the
services sector showed the pace
of growth slowed in December,
Sunday’s data showed.

The official non-manufactur-
ing Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) stood at 54.5 in December,
down from 54.7 in November,
but well above the 50-point mark.

China is counting on growth
in services - which account for
more than half of gross domestic
product - to offset persistent soft-
ness in exports that is dragging
on the economy. Private invest-
ment has also remained stubborn-
ly weak.

But GDP still looks set to hit
Beijing’s 2016 growth target of
6.5 to 7 percent, after expanding
6.7 percent for each of the first
three quarters.—Reuters

Code associated with Russia hacking
found on Vermont utility computer

RUTLAND COUNTY, (Vermont)
— A code associated with a broad
Russian hacking campaign dubbed
Grizzly Steppe by the Obama ad-
ministration has been detected on a
laptop associated with a Vermont
electric utility but not connected to
the grid, the utility said on Friday.

“We took immediate action to
isolate the laptop and alerted fed-
eral officials of this finding,” the
Burlington Electric Department
said in a statement.

“Our team is working with
federal officials to trace this mal-
ware and prevent any other at-
tempts to infiltrate utility systems.
We have briefed state officials and
will support the investigation ful-
ly.” The Department of Homeland
Security alerted utilities on Thurs-
day night about a malware code
used in Grizzly Steppe, the Burl-
ington Electric Department said.

“We acted quickly to scan all
computers in our system for the
malware signature. We detected
the malware in a single Burling-
ton Electric Department laptop not
connected to our organization’s
grid systems,” it said.

The matched malware code
on the laptop may have resulted
from a relatively benign episode,
such as visiting a questionable
website, a source familiar with the
matter said, suggesting Russian
hackers may not have been directly
involved. It was not clear when the
incident occurred.

On Thursday, President Ba-
rack Obama ordered the expulsion
of 35 Russian suspected spies and
imposed sanctions on two Russian

intelligence agencies over their
involvement in hacking US politi-
cal groups in the 2016 presidential
election. The statement came after
a Washington Post report that Rus-
sian hackers penetrated a Vermont
utility. Government and utility in-
dustry officials regularly monitor
the nation’s electrical grid because
it is highly computerized and any
disruptions can have disastrous
implications for the functioning
of medical and emergency servic-
es, the Post said. A senior Obama
administration official said the ad-
ministration had sought in its sanc-
tions announcement on Thursday
to alert “all network defenders”
in the United States so they could
“defend against Russian malicious
cyber activity.” The Department
of Homeland Security did not im-
mediately respond to a request for
comment. “This intrusion by itself
was a minor incident that caused

no damage,” a US intelligence of-
ficial familiar with the incident and
critical of Russian actions said on
Friday night. “However, we are
taking it seriously because it has
been tracked to familiar entities
involved in a much broader and
government-directed campaign in
cyberspace and because the electric
grid is a vulnerable and intercon-
nected part of the nation’s critical
infrastructure,” the official said.

Russia is widely considered
responsible by US officials and
private-sector security experts for a
December 2015 hack of Ukraine’s
power grid that knocked out the
lights for about 250,000 people.
That hack prompted National Se-
curity Agency chief Mike Rogers
to say at a conference in March
that it was a “matter of when, not
if” a cyber adversary carried out
a similar attack against the United
States.—Reuters

A man types on a computer keyboard in Warsaw in this 28 February, 2013
illustration file picture. PHoto: ReuTERS

BERN — Switzerland’s luxury
watch sector can profit from a
smartwatch boom as more con-
sumers seek high-end versions
of the technology, an industry
veteran was quoted as saying.

Swiss watchmakers, who
once dismissed smartwatches as
a fashion accessory, are racing
to grab a share of a fast-growing
market via technology partner-
ships and stepping up invest-
ments.

“If it is true that Apple has
sold around 20 million Ap-
ple Watches and has a market
share of around 50 percent,
then the potential is enormous,”
said Jean-Claude Biver, head
of LVMH watch brands includ-
ing TAG Heuer, Hublot and Ze-
nith.

“A luxury market arises as
soon as people want to differen-
tiate themselves from the mass-

Swiss watch sector set
for smartwatch boom
— LVMH executive

es. That is the case here as well.
With our know-how, Swiss
quality and prestige we have the
best preconditions to master this
segment too,” he told Swiss pa-
per SonntagsBlick.

TAG Heuer, for instance,
partnered with US technology
firms Google and Intel for its
TAG Heuer Connected watch,
whose first units offered at
just under 1,400 Swiss francs
($1,375) apiece sold out quickly
last year.

The Swiss watch indus-
try, which includes Swatch and
Richemont, may overall be sell-
ing fewer timepieces as exports
decline 15 months in a row but it
is not facing an existential crisis
as in the 1970s, Biver said.

He said the industry was
instead consolidating as top
brands boost market share.—
Reuters

LOS ANGELES — Apple Inc
(AAPL.O) will trim production
of iPhones by about 10 percent
in the January-March quarter of
2017, the Nikkei financial dai-
ly reported on Thursday, citing
calculations based on data from
suppliers.

The company had slashed

Apple to cut iPhone production
in first quarter of 2017: report

output by 30 percent in Janu-
ary-March this year due to accu-
mulated inventory, the paper said.

Apple’s shares were down
0.84 percent in midday trading, in
line with the Nasdaq stock index.

An Apple spokeswoman
declined to comment on the re-
port.—Reuters
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China confirms another human bird flu case

BEIJING — Health authorities
in the southern China province
of Jiangxi have confirmed a
new case of a person infected
by the H7N9 strain of avian in-
fluenza, state news agency Xin-
hua said late on Saturday.

The 53-year-old man is
being treated in hospital in pro-
vincial capital Nanchang and is
in a critical condition, Xinhua
said in a brief report.

A total of 17 people have
been infected with bird flu in
China so far this winter, at least
two of whom have died.

The last major bird flu
outbreak in mainland China —
from late 2013 to early 2014 —
killed 36 people and led to more
than $6 billion in losses for the
agricultural sector.

China has culled more than
170,000 birds in four provinces

since October and closed some
live poultry markets after peo-
ple and birds were infected by
strains of the avian flu.

China’s Ministry of Agri-
culture said on Friday the re-
cent outbreaks of bird flu have
been handled in a “timely and
effective” manner  without
spreading and have not affect-
ed chicken products or prices.
—Reuters

Violence spreads like a contagious infection among friends

COLUMBUS Adolescents
who engaged in violent activities
were more likely to have friends —
and friends of friends — who had
been violent, a new study shows.

“Violent acts tend to cluster
through social networks, and they
spread like a contagious disease
spreads from one person to an-
other,” the study’s senior author
Brad Bushman said in a phone
interview.

A psychology and commu-
nications professor at The Ohio
State University in Columbus,
Bushman analyzed interviews
from the 1990s with nearly 6,000
American students in grades sev-
en through twelve.

Compared to students whose
friends had never hurt anyone,
kids with a friend who had badly
hurt someone were themselves
183 per cent more likely to report
having badly hurt someone, too,

the report in the American Journal
of Public Health shows.

If a friend had pulled a weap-
on on someone, the youth were
140 per cent more likely to have
pulled a weapon, and if a friend
had been involved in a serious
fight, the youth were 48 per cent
more likely to have been in a se-
rious fight.

Interviewers asked the stu-
dents to name up to five boys and
five girls they considered friends
at their schools.

In male students alone, the
likelihood of seriously hurting
someone rose 82 per cent for each
additional friend who had serious-
ly hurt someone.

The association extended
beyond immediate friends and
friends of friends with four de-
grees of separation for serious
fights and three degrees of separa-
tion for threatening someone with

a weapon. “It’s the first study we
know of to see how far it spreads —
up to four degrees, which is pretty
amazing,” Bushman said.

Dr Gary Slutkin, an epide-
miologist and infectious-disease
control specialist, fully expected
the results.

“You’re doing what your
friend is doing, who’s doing
what his friend is doing, who’s
doing what his friend is doing,”
he told Reuters Health. “You’re
not thinking about consequences.
You’re thinking about what your
friends do.”

“This is one of now hundreds
of studies that, if you add them
all up, there’s no way of seeing it
other than violence being a conta-
gious epidemic health problem,”
said Slutkin, founder of Cure
Violence at the University of 1lli-
nois at Chicago School of Public
Health.—Reuters
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US President Barack Obama participates in his last news conference
of the year at the White House before leaving for his annual Hawaiian
Christmas holiday in Washington, US on 16 December, 2016.
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Obama to meet lawmakers in
attempt to protect health law

WASHINGTON — President Ba-
rack Obama plans to meet Demo-
cratic lawmakers in Congress next
week to discuss how to protect hi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>