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President attends Christmas party

PRESIDENT U Htin Kyaw and
hiswife Daw Su Su Lwin attend-
ed a Christmas lunch and prayer
held at the house of the Amyotha
Hluttaw Speaker yesterday morn-
ing.

The president and his wife
were greeted by Amyotha Hlut-
taw Speaker Mann Win Khaing
Than and hiswife Nant Kyin Kyi,
who said prayers for the Presi-
dent and wife.

The Spesker and his wife
also greeted and said prayers for
other guests, inlcuding Vice Pres-
ident U Myint Swe and wife Daw
Khin Thet Htay, Vice President
U Henry Van Thio and wife Dr
Shwe Hlwum, Chairman of the
Constitutional Tribunal U Myo
Nyunt, Vice Speaker of Pyithu
Hluttaw U T Khun Myat and his
wife, Vice Speaker of the Amyo-
thaHluttaw U Aye Tha Aung and
his wife, Union Ministers and
Deputy Ministers and wives.

Later, the President and his
wifeenjoyed Christmaslunchwith
the guests and said prayers before
posing for documentary photos.
— Myanmar News Agency
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MoHS to improve coverage of HIV
prevention services across Myanmar

HIV prevention activities have
been carried out across the coun-
try by the Ministry of Health and
Sports, which plans to improve
coverage of its services across
Myanmar next year, the ministry’s
spokesperson said.

The ministry is now imple-
menting the HIV prevention plans
at over 30 200-bed hospitals in
states and regions plus five 100-
bed hospitals in the areas with the
highest rate of HIV infections,
including Kawthaung, Tachilek,
Namtkham and border towns.

The  ministry’'s  town-
ship-based HIV control  pro-
grammes have reached the target
population in over 300 townships
thisyear. According to the minis-
try’s figures, an estimated 10,000
people become infected with the
human immunodeficiency virus
each year in Myanmar. There are
amost 200,000 people living with
HIV in the country, 23 per cent of
whom are intravenous drug users
and 7 per cent of whom have en-
gaged in same-sex relations.

The serious virus mostly

found in young people is part-
ly due to poor hedth education.
The mgority of transmissions
occurred among commercial sex
workers, intravenous drug users
and same-sex partners. To control
the disease, anti-retrovira drugs
have been distributed by the min-
istry in partnership with non-gov-
ernmental organizations. To raise
HIV awareness among the public,
the ministry and its partner organ-
istions continue the educative
programmes through various cam-
paigns—200

KIA/TNLA attack govt troops

GOVERNMENT troops came un-
der attack by about 60 members of
the KIA and the TNLA joint forces
while conducting area clearance
operations in Muse Township at
about 4:30 pm on Friday.

As government troops re-
pelled the attack, the armed groups
retreated to the southeast at 6 pmin
the evening.

About four hours later, ap-
proximatelyl0 members of the
KIA attacked a tollgate near the
Oriental Hotel in Kutkai. Securi-
ty forces responsible for the road
returned fire and the armed group
withdrew to the west.

Government troops were aso
attacked by the armed groups about
7,000 metres to the west of Mong-
paw Village yesterday morning un-
til the government troops returned
fire, prompting the armed groups to
withdraw to the west at about 7:15
am.

During the clashes, some of
the security forces were injured,
officials said. Several rounds of
ammunition, a backpack and a
guerrilla uniform were seized by
the security forces.

Government troops are con-
ducting clearance operationsin the
aress—Myanmar News Agency
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Immanuel Baptist Church is illuminated on Christmas Day in Yangon. PHoto: PHoE KHwAR

Mongko Catholic Church repaired

of the Tatmataw.
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Rakhine State Government
aid reaches 12 villages in
Maungtaw Township

AID from the Rakhine State
Government reached 12 villages
in Maungtaw Township, northern
Rakhine State, on Saturday,
More than 250 rice bags sup-
plied by the Rakhine State Gov-
ernment were delivered to 12 vil-
lages by officials of the Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement and the organisation
MAUK Serving Humanity.
Disitribution of the rice was
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as follows: 79 bags went to Sa-
baegon Village; 16 bags to Ya-
ymyat Village; 26 bags to Nga-
khuya Village; six bags to Ahtet
Pyuma Village; 11 bags to Auk
Pyuma Village; 34 bags to My-
oma Kanyintan Village; seven
bags to Sabei Pinyin Village; 26
bags to Chanpyin Village; 20
bags to Ywenyitaung Village and
six bags to Thayatoak Village.
—NMyanmar News Agency

Donation of rice by Mauk being handed over. PHoto: MNA

A CHURCH in Mongko, which
was damaged by the armed
groups in the fighting from 20
November to 4th December,
have been repaired and handed

over to the responsible person-
nel of the church on 24th De-
cember.

The repair was carried out
by the Garrison Engineer- 959

U Daung Khaung, Daw Ah
Lon and U Khaw Hsaung of the
church accepted the building.
— Myanmar News Agency
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Secular authorities and spiritual authorites of the church posing for a group photo. Proto: MNA

Alley trash removal project to continue in
Mingala Taungyunt and Ahlon township

Yaba pills, opium powder,
ice seized in Laukkai

A MAN on Saturday was ar-
rested by members of Tatmataw
(Myanmar Armed Forces) in
Laukkai, a township in northern
Shan State. Over Ks30 million
worth of narcotics and psycho-
tropic substances were confis-
cated from him.

After a tip-off, the house of
U Lee Louk Shan was raided by
a military column at about 10:30
pm on Saturday to search for il-
legal drugs. Authorities found
the suspect in the possession of

a cache of 5,137 yaba pills, pure
amphetamine commonly known
as ICE weighing one kilogram
and nearly 95 grams of opium
powder.

The suspect and confiscat-
ed substances will be handed
over to the local drug squad in
Laukkai Township.

The suspect will face legal
charges under the existing Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances  Law.—Myanmar
New Agency

Raw opium seized in Mongsat

AN ANTI-DRUG squad in
Mongsat discovered 1.7 kilos of
raw opium hidden in a house in
Mongkoke, Mongsat Township,
on Saturday, according to the
police source.

The team, acting on a tip,

searched the house owned by Li

Jay in Htoodaw Village, Lweh-

saung village-tract.
Action s

being tak-

en against Li Jay, 44, un-
der the Anti-narcotics Act.
—GNLM

YANGON City Development
Committee will continue to re-
move rubbish from alleys behind
buildings in Mingala Taungn-
yunt and Ahlon townships after
finishing similar projects in six
downtown townships.

The YCDC'’s Pollution Con-
trol and Cleansing Department
initiated the project starting in
mid-August in  Pazundaung,
Kyaukdtada, Botahtaung, Pabe-
dan, Latha and Lanmadaw
townships. During the project,

the committee also removed the
squatters in downtown alleys.

The project successfully
completed on 9 December in the
target areas with the department
planning to continue the waste
collection works in Mingala
Taungnyunt and Ahlon located
near downtown.

The sanitation work is
planned to begin in Ahlon town-
ship on 26 December and in
Mingala Taungnyunt township
in the first week of January. The

committee is currently carrying
out educative programmes to
raise public awareness about the
YCDC’s rules and regulations
regarding undisciplined acts of
throwing trash into alleys, which
blocks the gutter and causes dirty
water to flow into ground floors
and into the environment.

The commercial city of
Yangon produces about 1,700
tonnes of garbage each day,
most of which are kitchen waste.
—200
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Vice President attends prayer
for Christmas in Pyinmana

Vice President U Henry Van
Thio attended the Christmas
prayer service of the Chin Bap-
tist Christian Church in Pyinma-
na yesterday afternoon.

At the ceremony, the chair-
man of the ceremony read scrip-
ture from the Old Testament
while venerable bishops praised
the omnipotence of God fol-
lowed by prayers and blessings.

Afterwards, the chairman
and the secretary of the church

presented gifts to the congrega-
tion, which greeted one another.

After the hymn session, Dr
Anna Shwe Hlwun preached to
the congregeation.

Later, the Vice President
enjoyed a Christmas dinner
hosted by the church. Also
present were Union Minister
for Ethnic Affairs Naing Thet
Lwin and Deputy Minister of the
President’s Office U Min Thu.
— Myanmar News Agency
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Vice president U Henry Van Thio attends the Christmas prayer service at the Chin Baptist Christian

Church in Pyinmana. PrHoTo: MNA

Authorities has plan to finalise upgrading
of Thabyaygon market in March, 2017

THE upgrading of Thabyaygon
market, which serves many of the
capital’s civil servants, is planned
to be finalised in March next year,
according to the administration
office for the market under the
Nay Pyi Taw Development Af-
fairs Committee.

The development project
aims to protect the market, which
is located in basin areas, from pos-
sible weather effects during the
rainy season. Water inundation
usually occurs during the rainy
season, which is disrupting the

sellers and buyers in the market.

Art Wave, a Chinese compa-
ny, has pledged to construct roofs
on the new market for the purpose
of promoting China-Myanmar
friendship. The new project will
include around 480 shops.

The tender-winning Tet Lan
Construction company will un-
dertake building of the floor of the
building, including preparing the
ground of the market, the commit-
tee’s spokesperson said.

Construction work began on
15 December.—200

Landmines, ammunition seized

WHILE conducting area clear-
ance operations in surroundings
of Mongko in Shan State (North),
columns of government troops
found landmines, two cartridges
of M-22, 131 rounds of bullets,
an artillery shell, three KIA caps
and three MNDAA uniform suits
about 1,500 metres northwest
of Phaungsai Village yesterday

afternoon.

Meanwhile, government
troops conducting area clear-
ance operation discovered ten
improvised landmines in a dried
stream near Nangton Village
yesterday morning. Government
troops are conducting area clear-
ance operations near the areas.
—Myanmar News Agency
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Land mines and ammunition seized in Mongko. PHoto: MNA

Thandwe District Association

Rakhine communities particiapte in their gathering at U Ottama Park in Yangon. Proto: Ye Hrut

THANDWE District Associa-
tion (Yangon) held its annual
gathering yesterday at the U Ot-
tama Park in Yangon,.

The annual gathering col-
lectively organized by peo-
ples from Thandwe, Gwa and
Taunggup attracted Rakhine

communities in Yangon espe-
cially from Thandwe District.
“This is the gathering of
peoples from Thandwe, Taung-
gup and Gwa. We hold the gath-
ering annually to make friends
so that we can help one an-
other when they need,” said U

Mya Maung, Chairman of the
Thandwe District Association
(‘Yangon).

The visitors are treated with
Rakhine traditional food at the
gathering. Thandwe District As-
sociation (Yangon) was found-
ed in 1945.— Min Thit

Five arrested on illegal fishing
boat from Thailand

A NAVAL vessel intercepted an
illegal fishing boat Friday in the
territorial waters of Myanmar, ar-
resting one Thai national and four
Myanmar nationals who were on
board. According to the ongoing
investigation, the boat is owned
by Ms Kruawan of Ranaung,
Thailand, and the boat depart-
ed Ranaung on Wednesday and
caught fish between Myanmar
and Thailand and in Myanmar’s
territorial waters on 23rd Decem-
ber. The navy ship found the
fishing boat 36 miles south-west
of Kawthaung around 8:35am on
Friday and signaled it to stop.

The boat turned and attempt-
ed to escape, but the naval ship
was able to intercept it at about
9:30 am. Action is being taken
against the five in accordance
with the law.— Myanmar News
Agency
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The illegal fishing boat from Thailand. PHoTo: MNA
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Lacquerware market in Bagan cool despite high season

THE lacquerware market in
Bagan, a popular ancient city
in Mandalay, continues to cool
even in high season, according to
those in industry.

“The region’s lacquerware
trade mainly depends on visitors,
especially foreign tourists,” said
Daw Wah Wah, the proprietress
of a lacquerware shop in Bagan.

“We are facing low demand
for lacquerware. This year’s lac-
querware trade significantly de-
creased compared with the same
period last year, although many
visitors entered the region this
season.”

Daw Wah Wah said she does
not know why the market is still
cool even in high tourist season.

The market is normally ac-
tive from October to February
each year in Bagan, which is
famous for its beautiful lacquer-
ware and the numerous stores
that specialise in selling the
items.

Daw Thanda, a visitor from
Mandalay, said when she arrives
in Bagan, she usually goes to lac-

querware workshops to collect
one or more traditional handi-
crafts which are suitable to give
to her colleagues as a gift, observ-
ing the culture-based business.
International visitors prefer cups,
plates, kettles and lamps as well
as large traditional bowls used
for offering of food to monks.
—Myitmakha News Agency

Computer &

mobile fair in
Yangon on 6
January

THE first-ever Yangon ICT Fair
(Computer & mobile) for the
year 2017 will start on 6 Jan-
uary next year with the aim of
creating new business networks
as well as improving the coun-
try’s mobile and ICT sector, ac-
cording to the event organiser.

The new event is scheduled
to take place from 6 to 8 January
at Tatmadaw Exhibition Center
on U Wisara Road in Yangon,
planning to showcase a wide
range of modern electronic
products, communication de-
vices and software.

Computer and related ac-
cessories including the latest
models of notebooks, desktops,
printers, projectors, cameras,
copiers and scanners as well as
mobile devices, software and
solutions will be on display and
for sale at the event.

A total of 56 companies
will participate in the upcoming
expo to introduce their prod-
ucts and services through 140
booths.

The new ICT fair will be
jointly organised by the Yangon
Region Computer Professionals
Association and Yangon Re-
gion Computer Entrepreneurs
Association.—200

External trade reaches
$18.7b, over $3.2b
in trade deficit

MYANMAR’S trade  defi-
cit over the past nine months
reached more than US$3 billion
on a trade value of over $18 bil-
lion, according to the Ministry of
Commerce.

The export value for the
period was over $7.7b while im-
ports surpassed $10.9b, result-
ing in a trade deficit of $3.269b.
This year’s trade deficit is fallen
by over $1b compared with the
same time last year.

According to the Central
Statistical ~ Organisation, the
trade deficit in FY 2012-2013
was $91.9m. It increased to
$2.5b in FY2013-2014, $4.912b
in FY2014-2015 and $5.407b in
FY2015-2016.

The ministry’s figure shows
that the total external trade val-
ue between April and mid-De-
cember of this year hit around

$18.714, a decrease of over $343
million matched with last year.

Both imports and exports
are up this year. Of total exports,
normal trade accounted for
$4.676b, increasing by $280m
compared with last year, while
border trade totaled $3.045m,
increasing $70m.

Myanmar exported agricul-
tural products worth $1.894b,
animal products worth $5.628m,
fisheries products worth $365m,
minerals worth over $680m,
forest products worth $166m,
industrial goods worth 3.409b
and other commodities worth
$1.199b to its trade partners this
year.

The country imported cap-
ital goods worth $4.345b, raw
materials worth $4.012b and
personal goods worth $2.634b.—
Kyaw Kyaw

Banana prices double in domestic market

THE PRICES of banana doubled
in Mawlamyinegyun Township
in Ayeyawady Region due to low
production this season, locals say.
The banana price increased
to Ks1,300, the most per bunch
this year from Ks200 in the last
two years in the township.
“Based on the size and kinds
of banana, we sell a bunch of ba-
nanas for between Ks1,000 and
Ks1,300,” said U Aung Kyaw, a

commercial banana grower.

He continued to say that low
production is linked to the declin-
ing number of banana growers in
the region, as some farmers have
reduced their efforts to develop
banana plantations because of un-
healthy profits in previous years.

After 2014, some banana
growers selected other marketa-
ble seasonal crops.

Daw Swe Swe, a resident

of the township, said she always
eats organic banana because of its
essential nutrients including vita-
min B-6, manganese, vitamin C,
fiber, copper and potassium.

“l usually buy a bunch of ba-
nana at a price of above Ks1,000,”
she added.

Villages in  Mawlamy-
inegyun  Township  mainly
rely on farming businesses.
—Muyitmakha News Agency

Rice export volumes down by about 150,000 tonnes

THE volume of rice exports as of
mid-December in this fiscal year
slumped by about 150,000 tonnes
when compared to the same peri-
od of last fiscal year, according to
the Commerce Ministry.

Myanmar exported nearly
600,000 tonnes of rice to foreign
countries as of 16th December in
this fiscal year and the export vol-
ume is down from over 700,000
tonnes in last fiscal year.

China is the main export mar-
ket of Myanmar’s rice, which is

also exported to over 30 foreign
countries through normal trade.
The rice is exported to China
through the Muse border, but the
decrease in rice exports is attrib-
uted to the confiscation of Myan-
mar rice by Chinese authorities
and November attacks in Muse by
ethnic groups. The export value
in Muse border trade camp as of
16th December in this fiscal year
amounted to US$ 2,279.224mil-
lion, which is down from US$
2518.073 in the previous fiscal

year. Import value in the same
period also slumped by US$
6.322million, according to statis-
tics of the Commerce Ministry.
Myanmar shifted to oth-
er rice export markets when the
Muse border trade was suspend-
ed due to the attacks, exporting
rice to European Union countries
and the African market. Around
60,000 tonnes of rice per month
are exported to African countries,
according to the Myanmar Rice
Federation. — Ko Htet
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Modi says won'’t hesitate on tough decisions to help economy

PATALGANGA In-
dia will not hesitate to
make tough decisions to
help support its growing
economy, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Saturday, alluding to his
recent scrapping of 500
and 1,000 rupee banknotes
to tackle endemic corrup-
tion.

Modi told an event or-
ganised by the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India, India’s capital mar-
kets regulator that his gov-
ernment would continue to
follow sound and prudent
economic policies to en-
sure that India’s long-term
prospects are bright.

“We will not take de-
cisions for short-term polit-
ical point scoring . . . We
will not shy away from
taking difficult decisions if
those decisions are in the
interests of the country,”
Modi said.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks after Iaylng the foundation for the memorial
of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, in Mumbai, India, on 24 December 2016. PHoTo: ReuTERS

“Demonetisation is an
example. It is a short-term
pain but it will bring long-
term gain.”

Modi announced the
shock move to ditch 500

and 1,000 rupee notes
with a combined value of
$256 billion on 8 Novem-
ber, saying the large de-
nomination notes fuelled
corruption and fraud and

were even used to finance
attacks by militants who
target India.

With the cash econo-
my estimated to account for
a fifth of India’s $2 trillion

gross domestic product, the
decision has disrupted the
daily lives of hundreds of
millions of Indians.

But economists and
some businesses say it
could ultimately help
broaden the formal econo-
my and improve tax com-
pliance.

Modi said the gov-
ernment had transformed
the economy in less than
three years by cutting and
achieving fiscal deficit
targets, keeping the cur-
rent account deficit low,
boosting foreign exchange
reserves and lowering in-
flation.

“Developed countries
and emerging markets are
both facing slow growth.
Against this background,
India is being seen as a
bright spot. Growth is pro-
jected to remain among the
highest in the world,” he
said.—Reuters
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Indonesian police kill two militants
during raid on house in Java

JAKARTA — Indonesian
police killed two suspect-
ed Islamist militants in a
house in West Java on Sun-
day, a police spokesman
said, marking the latest in
a series of raids aimed at
preventing planned attacks
in the Muslim-majority na-
tion.

Two men had been ar-
rested in Cibinong, in West
Java, and led police to a
house at the Jatiluhur dam,
national police spokesman
Awi Setiyono said. “There
were two men there and

there was a gunfight and
we had to shoot them,”
said Setiyono.

Earlier this week, In-
donesian anti-terrorism po-
lice killed three suspects in
a gunbattle on the outskirts
of the capital Jakarta, and
said they had foiled a sui-
cide bombing planned for
the end of the year.

Police have arrested
dozens of suspected mil-
itants in recent months,
including a cell on Batam
island that planned a rock-
et attack on neighbouring

Singapore. Indonesia has
foiled at least 14 attacks
this year alone and made
more than 150 arrests.

A gun and bomb as-
sault in the heart of Jakarta
in January 2016 Killed four
people and was the first
attack in Southeast Asia
claimed by Islamic State
jihadists.

Indonesia will to de-
ploy 85,000 police and
15,000 military person-
nel for the Christmas and
New Year period, police
said.—Reuters

Beijing
to keep
stable
home
prices in
2017

BENING Beijing
will increase controls
on the property market
to maintain stable home
prices in 2017, said a
statement issued after
a plenary session of the
Beijing Municipal Com-
mittee of the Commu-
nist Party of China on
Saturday.

Housing prices in
the capital are already
too high, said the state-
ment, and ensuing in-
creased social tension
brings enormous chal-
lenges to sustainable
development, harmony
and stability in the city.

The city will act
against speculation and
increase land available
for building.

On 30 Septem-
ber, Beijing announced
higher  downpayments
on property purchases
and more than a dozen
cities have followed suit
and tightened purchase
restrictions.

At the Central Eco-
nomic Work Confer-
ence this month, poli-
cymakers  highlighted
the need to deal with
asset bubbles next year.
—Xinhua

South Korea prosecutor says it might raid presidential office

SEOUL — South Ko-
rea’s special prosecutor
investigating a corrup-
tion scandal involving
President Park Geun-hye
said on Sunday it was
considering whether to
raid the presidential of-
fices and if it did so, it
had no choice but to do
so publicly.

Special prosecutors
are investigating allega-
tions that Park collud-
ed with a friend, Choi
Soon-sil, and aides to
pressure big companies
to contribute to founda-
tions set up to back her
policy initiatives.

“In case of raiding
the Blue House ... to car-
ry out that, there is no
choice but to be make it
public,” Lee Kyu-chul, a
spokesman for the spe-

cial prosecutor’s team

South Korean President Park Geun-hye speaks during an
emergency cabinet meeting at the Presidential Blue House
in Seoul, South Korea, on 9 December 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

told reporters in a briefing,
referring to the presiden-
tial offices.

“We are still consid-
ering whether the raid is
needed and if needed what
the raid should be aimed

at.

Park, whose father
ruled the country for 18
years after seizing power
ina 1961 coup, was indict-
ed in a 9 December parlia-
mentary vote.

She has denied wrong-
doing but apologized for
carelessness in her ties
with Choi, who is facing
her own trial.

Prosecutors have said
previously they needed
access to the presidential
offices as part of their in-
vestigation. The office has
denied access.

Park has immunity
from prosecution as long as
she is in office even though
her powers have been sus-
pended since parliament
voted to impeach her.

A large crowd of pro-
testers, including about
200 young people dressed
as Santa Claus, took to the
streets of central Seoul
on Saturday for the ninth
weekend in a row to de-
mand the immediate resig-
nation of the president.
—Reuters
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China’s aircraft carrier to drill in Western Pacific

BEIJING — China’s first aircraft
carrier will carry out drills in the
Western Pacific, in what the navy
called part of routine exercises,
amid renewed tension over self-
ruled Taiwan that Beijing claims
as its own.

The navy said in a statement
late on Saturday the Liaoning,
along with its accompanying
fleet, would conduct “exercises
far out at sea”, without giving
details of the location or route, in
what is likely its first blue-water
drill far from home waters.

“This exercise is being car-
ried out in accordance with annu-
al exercise plans,” the navy said
in a statement also carried on the
front page of the official People’s
Liberation Army Daily.

Taiwan’s defence ministry
said on Sunday it had been moni-
toring the drills closely as the Li-
aoning went through the Miyako
Strait, a body of water between
the Japanese islands of Miyako
and Okinawa, heading into the
Pacific.

It said it was monitoring
whether the aircraft carrier would
continue into the Bashi Channel,
which lies between Taiwan and
the Philippines, on its return.

China’s military has con-
ducted its first ever live-fire drills
using an aircraft carrier and fight-
ers in the northeastern Bohai Sea
close to the Korean peninsula this
month, and has more recently
been in the East China Sea.

The navy showed pictures
on its official microblog from the
drills in the East China Sea, in-
cluding J-15 carrier-borne fighter
jets launching into the sky, over-

seen by navy chief Wu Shengli.
They conducted aerial refu-
elling and air combat exercises
on Thursday, the navy said.
China’s growing military
presence in the disputed South
China Sea in particular has
fuelled concern, with the United
States criticising its militarization
of maritime outposts and holding
regular air and naval patrols to
ensure freedom of navigation.

The Western Pacific exercise
comes amid new tension over
self-ruled Taiwan, following US
President-elect Donald Trump’s
telephone call with the island’s
president that upset Beijing.

China’s air force conduct-
ed long-range drills this month
above the East and South China
Seas that rattled Japan and Tai-
wan. China said those exercises
were also routine.

China’s Soviet-built Liaon-
ing aircraft carrier has participat-
ed in previous military exercises,
including some in the South Chi-
na Sea, but China is years away
from perfecting carrier opera-
tions similar to those the United
States has practised for decades.

Last December, the defence
ministry confirmed China was
building a second aircraft carrier
but its launch date is unclear. The

aircraft carrier programme is a
state secret.

Beijing could build multiple
aircraft carriers over the next 15
years, the Pentagon said in a re-
port last year.

China’s successful operation
of the Liaoning is the first step in
what state media and some mil-
itary experts believe will be the
deployment of domestically built
carriers by 2020.—Reuters

"

A live-fire drill using an aircraft carrier is seen carried out in the Bohai sea, China, on 11 December 2016. PHoTo: ReuTeRs

Japan to maintain Russia sanctions
along with economic project

TOKYO — Japan will adopt a
two-prong policy on Russia of
maintaining sanctions in line
with the Group of Seven’s protest
against the seizure of Crimea,
while also helping to boost the
Russian economy, government
sources said on Sunday.

Japan will explain to other
G-7 countries the need for the
policy both to settle bilateral is-
sues and allay growing concerns
that Tokyo could withdraw from
the anti-Russia coalition over the
Crimea annexation, the sources
said.

Prime  Minister ~ Shinzo
Abe’s government believes in
improving ties with Russia but
that this does not preclude stay-
ing tough on the Crimea issue,
the sources said.

Abe, as the chairman of the
G-7 summit in June, adopted a
statement condemning Russia’s

annexation of Crimea in 2014.

“We cannot stop condemn-
ing Russia unless Crimea’s sov-
ereignty returns to Ukraine,” one
of the sources said. Another said
the need to continue with the cur-
rent sanction regimes “is likely
to be a topic” at next year’s G-7
summit in Italy.

But Abe will make good on a
recent agreement with President
Vladimir Putin to provide a 300
billion yen ($2.6 billion) package
to help boost the Russian econ-
omy. The leaders reached the
agreement during the 15-16 De-
cember summit in Japan.

Japan could help Russian
corporations that are designated
under sanctions imposed by other
countries in connection with the
Crimea issue and Russia’s larg-
est oil producer Rosneft, which is
covered by the Tokyo-Moscow
package, might be one such com-

pany, the sources said.

In reaction to the Crimea an-
nexation the G-7, which groups
Britain, Canada, France, Germa-
ny, Italy, Japan and the United
States, as well as the European
Union took various punitive ac-
tions against Russia. On a bilat-
eral basis Japan has suspended
inter-government  negotiations
on relaxing conditions for visa
issuance and limited imports of
products from Crimea.

Japan has asked Russia
to settle the decades-old dis-
pute over Japan’s claim to Rus-
sian-held islands off Hokkaido to
sign a post-World War II peace
treaty.

Russia has shown few signs
of budging over the sovereign-
ty of the islands former Sovi-
et troops seized after Japan’s
surrender in the war in 1945.
—Kyodo News

Typhoon Nock-ten
intensifies on Sunday as
it approaches Philippines

MANILA — A powerful ty-
phoon strengthened on Sunday
as it approached the central
Philippines and authorities is-
sued warnings of Christmas Day
destruction as they moved thou-
sands of people to safety.

Typhoon Nock-ten was
packing maximum sustained
winds of 185 kph (115 mph)
with gusts up to 255 kph as it
moved west over the ocean at 15
kmh, the national disaster agen-
cy said in its latest weather bul-
letin. Sustained wind was earlier
175 kph with gusts of 215 kph.

“We should be prepared be-
cause this is a strong typhoon. It
could destroy houses and weak
structures,” said Rene Paciente
of the weather bureau.

The storm was expected to
make landfall in Catanduanes
province on the Bicol peninsula

later on Sunday, and the high-

est storm alert had been issued
there.

Authorities fearing a storm
surge have moved thousands of
people out of coastal villages to
safety.

Land, sea and air travel has
been suspended in some areas,
leaving stranded thousands of
people heading home for the
holidays in the mostly Christian
country.

In 2013, more than 6,000
people were killed and 200,000
homes were destroyed when
Typhoon Haiyan, the strong-
est-ever storm to make landfall
in the Philippines, hit the central
islands of Leyte and Samar.

About 20 major typhoons
pass through the Philippines
each year. Since 1948, at least
seven typhoons have hit the
country during the Christmas
period.—Reuters
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Under scrutiny, Trump decides
to dissolve his foundation

NEW YORK US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump said on
Saturday he intends to dissolve his
charitable foundation, the Donald
J. Trump Foundation, which has
been under investigation by the
New York attorney general.

Trump gave no timeline for
winding down the foundation, but
said in a statement that he wanted
“to avoid even the appearance of
any conflict with my role as Pres-
ident.” He directed his counsel to
take the necessary steps for the
dissolution.

With less than four weeks to
his 20 January inauguration, the
New York real estate magnate is
under increasing pressure to re-
duce potential conflicts of inter-
est ranging from his vast global
business operations to his family’s
philanthropic work.

This week, Trump said his
son Eric would stop raising money
for his own foundation over con-
cerns that donors could be seen as
buying access to the Trump fami-
ly. The president-elect said it was
a “ridiculous shame” that his son’s
foundation would stop raising
money. Before Trump’s surprising
election victory on 8 November,
New York Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman in October directed
the Donald J Trump Foundation
to stop taking donations, saying
the foundation violated state law
requiring charitable organizations
that solicit outside donations to
register with a state office.

Schneiderman’s order fol-
lowed a series of reports in The
Washington Post that suggested
improprieties by the foundation,
including using its funds to settle
legal disputes involving Trump
businesses.

A spokeswoman for the attor-
ney general’s office said on Satur-
day that Trump cannot shutter the
foundation while the investigation
is ongoing.

“The Trump Foundation is
still under investigation by this
office and cannot legally dissolve

ol

Republican US presidential candidate Donald Trump addresses the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) afternoon general
session in Washington, on 21 March 2016. Pxoto: ReuTers

until that investigation is com-
plete,” spokeswoman Amy Spital-
nick said. She would not comment
on expected timing for completing
the investigation.

Trump said he was “very
proud” of the money raised by the
foundation and said it had operat-
ed at “essentially no cost for dec-
ades.”

“But because | will be devot-
ing so much time and energy to the
Presidency and solving the many
problems facing our country and
the world,” he added in his state-
ment, “I don’t want to allow good
work to be associated with a possi-
ble conflict of interest.”

The Trump Foundation,
which was established in 1988,
runs no programs of its own. In-
stead, it donates to other non-
profit groups such as the Police
Athletic League for youths.
Scrutiny of the Trump family’s
philanthropic activities heightened
in recent weeks following reports
of access to the family for poten-
tial donors.

Eric Trump faced criticism
for an online auction sponsored by
his foundation, which raises mon-
ey to help terminally ill children
at St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, offering the highest bid-
der a chance to have coffee with
his sister lvanka. After the an-
nouncement that Eric would not
be allowed to raise money for his

foundation, Trump tweeted: “He
loves these kids, has raised mil-
lions of dollars for them, and now
must stop. Wrong answer!”

Trump’s critics, however, re-
membered how the president-elect
had attacked his Democratic op-
ponent Hillary Clinton and her
husband, former President Bill
Clinton, over their family founda-
tion. In August, Trump urged the
Justice Department to investigate
the Clinton Foundation, which he
called a “pay-to-play” operation
that rewarded big donors with fa-
vors from the State Department
while Clinton was secretary of
state. Eric Trump and his brother
Donald Trump Jr also came un-
der fire this week for their role in
a post-inauguration charity event
that offered a private reception
with their father in exchange for a
$1 million donation.

The brothers were listed
on a draft invitation as honorary
co-chairmen of the fundraiser for
conservation charities, dubbed
“Opening Day,” set to be held in
Washington the day after the Jan.
20 inauguration.

On Tuesday, the Trump tran-
sition team said Donald Trump
Jr. and Eric Trump were not in-
volved with the fundraiser and
a subsequent invitation dropped
references to donors meeting with
any members of the Trump fami-
ly.—Reuters
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Trump aide named to lead White House

communications says he won’t take job

NEW YORK CITY — Jason Miller, who President-elect Donald
Trump announced this week would serve as his White House com-
munications director, said on Saturday he would not take the job.

Miller, the communications director for Trump’s transition
team, said in a statement that his family needed to take priority
over career moves. He said he and his wife were expecting their
second daughter in January. Trump takes office on 20 January.

“This is not the right time to start a new job as demanding as
White House communications director,” Miller said.

He said his duties would instead be handled by Sean Spicer,
who Trump named his press secretary on Thursday, the same day
Miller was announced as communications director. Trump also
said in that announcement that spokeswoman Hope Hicks would
be director of strategic communications.—Reuters

2 dead, 6 missing after China fireworks

explosion

SHINIAZHUANG — Two people were killed and six remained miss-
ing after an explosion at a fireworks workshop in north China’s Hebei
Province Saturday, local police announced on Sunday.

The explosion at 1 pm on Saturday leveled down the workshop
and damaged about a dozen homes nearby in Yanzihe village in Fen-
grun District of Tangshan City, said the district’s public security bu-
reau.

Sixteen more people were injured. One suffered severe eye inju-
ries and the rest suffered bruises.

A police investigation found that the workshop owner, a villager
surnamed Gao, were allegedly involved in illegal storage and produc-
tion of fireworks. Police have retrieved some human tissues at the site

Sri Lanka’s president pardons over 500

inmates on Christmas Day

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka’s President Maithripala Sirisena, on Sun-
day, pardoned over 500 inmates who were serving sentences for minor
offences in Sri Lankan prisons in order to mark Christmas Day.

Prison’s Spokesperson, TN Upuldeniya said that 567 prisoners,
including 7 female inmates had received a presidential pardon.

Upuldeniya said that all the prisoners released were serving minor
offences and those who could not pay their fines were also released.

Upuldeniya said that the Prison’s Department has also made spe-
cial arrangements for families of Christian inmates to visit them in
prison.—Xinhua

French-Swiss aid worker kidnapped in

Mali town of Gao

DAKAR — A female French-Swiss aid worker was kidnapped in
the city of Gao in northern Mali on Saturday afternoon, a spokes-
man for the Ministry of Security said.

It was not clear who was responsible for the act, or why the aid
worker was taken, said Commandant Baba Ciss€, but the desert na-
tion has been beset by attacks from Islamist fighters in recent years,
especially in the north.—Reuters

Fuel tank ablaze
in Oil Refineries in
Israeli city of Haifa

HAIFA — A fire erupted in a
fuel tank at Oil Refineries Ltd in
Haifa on Sunday, sending thick
black smoke into the sky above
the northern Israeli port city.

“We have a fuel tank on
fire. The level of the fuel in it
is relatively low, about a me-
tre (three feet) high,” Uri Chi-
botero, a Haifa Fire Brigade
spokesman, said on Israel
Radio.

He said firefighters were
working to prevent the flames

from spreading to nearby tanks
and that he expected the blaze
would be extinguished within a
few hours.

There were no immediate
reports of injuries, police spokes-
man Micky Rosenfeld said.

Video from the scene, on
Israeli media websites, showed
flames and black smoke pouring
from the tank.

Israel’s largest oil refinery is
controlled by holding company
Israel Corp.—Reuters

25 December 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

A blaze can be seen after fire erupted in a fuel tank at Oil Refineries Ltd in the Israeli northern city of Haifa on
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Independence, Myanmar Language & Myanmar Literature

25-12-2016
Editorial from the
Mirror (Kyemon)

HEN they were
fighting for inde-
pendence against co-

lonialists, patriotic Myanmar
nationalists shouted the slogan,
“Myanmar is our country, My-
anmar literature is our litera-
ture and Myanmar language is
our language. Love our coun-
try, raise the standard of our
literature and respect our lan-
guage. They shouted these slo-
gans not to think highly of co-
lonialists and not to let our
patriotic spirit diminish during
the time of colonial occupation.

Because of the develop-
ment of Myanmar language
and literature, nationalism de-
veloped, and the patriotic spir-
it to win back the lost inde-
pendence awakened and
intensified. This proved to be
beneficial till we achieved In-
dependence.

As for the new genera-
tions, only if their level of un-
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derstanding of the words “My-
anmar is our country and
Myanmar language is our lan-
guage” is raised will our Inde-
pendence and our national de-
velopment endure for a long
time.

Now is the time for our fu-
ture generations to protect and
preserve our Myanmar lan-
guage and literature and work
for its development and pro-
gress.

During the struggle for
our independence, Myanmar
literature saw a rebirth and
growth because of the concert-
ed efforts of the first-ever My-
anmar national principal,
teachers and students of the
University College. Conse-
quently, this is proof that all
Myanmar nationals began to
love and cherish our Myanmar
literature and Myanmar lan-
guage.

For a country and its

people, their language and lit-
erature are like a priceless jew-
el. It is for this reason that
every country and every race
cherish their language and lit-
erature and therefore work
hard at preservation, develop-
ment and propagation of their
language and literature.

It can be seen that in our
big neighboring country, they
value and use their own lan-
guage and literature. Even
though the young people know
English because it is the inter-
national language, they usually
use their mother tongue as a
priority to make sure that oth-
ers give a high respect to their
language.

For our country also, al-
though we need to master the
globally used language—Eng-
lish to keep up with the world,
we need to make sure that we
do not neglect our own mother
language. We should not think

too highly of other foreign lan-
guages. We need to keep them
on the same level as ours.

As stated in the say-
ings—*“The people will flourish
only if their literature is of a
high standard,” and ‘“The race
will disappear if their litera-
ture disappears,” we are re-
sponsible to preserve and pro-
tect our Myanmar language
and literature. It is a national
responsibility. Failing that, one
day we will not be able to stand
tall in dignity among the other
peoples of the world. Our race
will vanish from the world the
same way lost our independ-
ence.

We firmly believe that our
efforts to preserve, develop
and propagate our beloved
language and literature with
the spirit of nationalism will
help our motherland—Myan-
mar to survive and endure for-
ever.

Sexual offences in Myanmar, Singapore and India

U Mya Thein. B. A., B.L.

(Continued from 25-12-2016)

(b) “hospital” means the
precincts of the hospital and in-
cludes the precincts of any insti-
tution for the reception and treat-
ment of  persons  during
convalescence or of persons re-
quiring medical attention or reha-
bilitation;

(c) “police officer” shall
have the same meaning as as-
signed to the expression “police”
under the Police Act 1861;

(d) “women’s or children’s
institution” means an institution,
whether caked an orphanage or a
home for neglected women or
children or a widow’s home or an
institution called by any other
name, which is established and
maintained for the reception and
care of women or children.

Section 376A. Whoever,
commits an offence punishable
under sub-section (1) or sub-sec-
tion (2) of section 376 and in the
course of such commission in-
flicts an injury which causes
death of the woman or causes the
woman to be persistent vegeta-
tive state, shall be punished with
rigorous imprisonment for a term
which shall not be less than twen-
ty years but which may extend to
imprisonment for life, which
shall mean imprisonment for the

remainder of that person’s natu-
ral life, or with death.

Section 376B. Whoever has
sexual intercourse with his own
wife, who is living separately,
whether under a decree of sepa-
ration or otherwise, without her
consent, shall be punished with
imprisonment of either descrip-
tion for a term which shall not be
less than two years but which
may extend to seven years, and
shall also be liable to fine.

Explanation.- In this section,
“sexual intercourse” shall mean
any of the acts mentioned in
clauses (a) to (d) of section 375.

Section 376C. Whoever, be-
ing -

(a) in a position of authori-
ty or in a fiduciary relationship;
or

(b) a public servant; or

(c) Superintendent or man-
ager of a jail, remand home or
other place of custody estab-
lished by or under any law for the
time being in force, or awoman’s
or children’s institution; or

(d) on the management of a
hospital or being on the staff of a
hospital, abuses such a position
or fiduciary relationship to in-
duce or seduce any woman either
in his custody or under his charge
or present in the premises to have
sexual intercourse with him, such
sexual intercourse not amounting
to rape, shall be punished with
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The symbol of administration of justice used around the world.

rigorous imprisonment of either
description for a term which
shall not be less than five years,
but which may extend to ten
years, and shall also be liable to
fine.

Explanation 1.- In this sec-
tion, “sexual intercourse” shall
mean any of the acts mentioned
in clauses (a) to (d) of section
375.

Explanation 2.- For the pur-
pose of this section, Explanation
1 to section 375 shall also be ap-
plicable.

Explanation 2,- “Superin-

tendent”, in relation to a jail, re-
mand home or other place of cus-
tody or a woman’s or children’s
institution, includes a person
holding any other office in such
jail, remand home, place or insti-
tution by virtue of which such a
person can exercise any authority
or control over its inmates.

Explanation 4.- The expres-
sion “hospital” and “women’s or
children’s institution” shall re-
spectively have the same mean-
ing as in Explanation to sub- sec-
tion (2) of section 376.

Section 376D. Where a

woman is raped by one or more
persons constituting a group or
acting in furtherance of a com-
mon intention, each of those per-
sons shall be deem to have com-
mitted the offence of rape and
shall be punished with rigorous
imprisonment for a term which
shall not be less than twenty
years, but which may extend to
life which shall mean imprison-
ment for the remainder of that
person’s natural life, and with
fine:

Provided that such fine shall
be just and reasonable to meet the
medical expenses and rehabilita-
tion of the victim:

Provided further that any
fine imposed under this section
shall be paid to the victim.

Section 376E. Whoever has
been previously convicted of an
offence punishable under section
376 or section 376A or section
376D and is subsequently con-
victed of an offence punishable
under any of the said sections
shall be punished with imprison-
ment for life which shall mean
imprisonment for the reminder of
that person’s natural life, or with
death.

Different country has differ-
ent definitions, different classifi-
cations and different punish-
ments of sexual offences which
we should worthy to study for
our country’s future legislation.



26 December 2016

(GLOBAL

NEW [FGH T MYANMAR

BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY 9

Platlnum Partners arrests are scant consolation for alleged victims

John Hoffman is pictured at a black elk platform in the Gulf of Mexico
for a joint research project with LUMCON (university of Louisiana) in
2011. PrHoto: ReuTters

NEW YORK — When six exec-
utives of Platinum Partners, in-
cluding founder Mark Nordlicht,
were arrested on Monday 19 De-
cember on federal charges of run-
ning a more than $1 billion hedge
fund fraud, people who had long
alleged they were harmed by the
New York-based firm felt some
vindication.

But the possibility that each
defendant might face prison terms
has done little to soothe their con-
tinued anger over losses that may
never be recouped.

One such person is Hou-
ston-based energy entrepreneur
John Hoffman. In the charges,
the US Department of Justice and
the US Securities and Exchange
Commission alleged what Hoff-
man had long believed — that
Platinum, with the help of a sev-
enth man also arrested, Jeffrey
Shulse, had illegally profited from
the failure of Hoffman’s compa-
ny, Black Elk Energy Offshore
Operations LLC.

Hoffman said in a telephone
interview on Wednesday that
he did not expect to recover an-
ything and that his involvement
with Platinum had cost him the
company he founded and at least
$500,000 in legal fees. He also

described stress-related health
problems and difficulty fundrais-
ing for a new energy venture.

Hoffman expressed anger
that thousands of Gulf Coast-area
families were stiffed: mostly the
small businesses that were never
paid for work on Black EIk’s oil
and gas drilling platforms before
it went bankrupt amid lower oil
prices and Platinum’s alleged cor-
porate cash grab.

All six Platinum executives
pleaded not guilty and an attorney
for Shulse told Reuters he plans
to do the same. A spokesman for
Platinum declined to comment for
this article, and the firm has not
offered any public comment. A
person familiar with Platinum’s
thinking told Reuters in April that
the firm always acted within the
limits of the law despite its ag-
gressive investment approach.

Launched in 2003, Platinum
was known as a high-performing
hedge fund manager that backed
struggling companies and em-
ployed esoteric investment strate-
gies such as litigation finance and
high-interest consumer loans.

The government charges on
Monday included allegations of
over-valuing assets and mislead-
ing clients on the health of the

firm. The government demanded
that the hedge fund return money
that was allegedly illegally taken
from clients and Black Elk bond-
holders, and pay related penalties.

That appears to complicate
an already messy stew of compet-
ing claims for a relatively small
pot of assets, which include funds
already in supervised liquidation
and bankruptcy.

Others seeking money from
Platinum include approximate-
ly 600 clients whose money was
frozen, and creditors and share-
holders of its now-bankrupt or
struggling portfolio companies,
according to a variety of lawsuits
against Platinum

Marc Powers, an attorney
for a Platinum fund investor with
BakerHostetler in New York,
said it was too early to speculate
on how much would be recov-
ered from Platinum, including
its hedge funds, executives, and
allegedly  improperly favored
firm clients. But he added that it
was unlikely his client and others
would be made whole based on
the number of claims and the facts
of the case.

“It clearly doesn’t look good
for any of the victims,” Powers
said.—Reuters

Chinese firms face competition to maintain role in developing Iranian oilfields

DUBA — lIran plans to ask inter-
national oil companies to bid for
the second phase of development
of its Yadavaran and North Aza-
degan oilfields, a senior official
said on Saturday.

That means Chinese firms
China National Petroleum Corp
(CNPC) [CNPET.UL] and Sin-
opec (0386.HK), which have
played a leading role in develop-
ing the fields until now, will have
to compete with other firms if they
want to maintain that position.

“CNPC would like to extend
its North Azadegan contract, but
we have announced that ...they
should take part in the bidding
for a new contract,” Gholamreza
Manouchehri, deputy head of the
National Iranian Oil Company
(NIOC), was quoted as saying by
state news agency IRNA.

“The Chinese have fi-
nally accepted this proposal,”
Manouchehri said. He gave no
details on the timing of the ten-
der. President Hassan Rouhani
officially launched the first phases
of the Yadavaran and North Aza-
degan fields as well as the North
Yaran field in November, as the

country ramps up its production
after the lifting of sanctions.

Yadavaran will have a pro-
duction of up to 115,000 bpd in its
first phase and North Azadegan’s
output is 75,000 bpd, the Iranian
oil ministry’s news agency SHA-
NA said.

The Chinese firms helped
Iran develop the fields after Jap-
anese and European companies
pulled out of the country due to
sanctions over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram.

Iran said in December 2007
that Sinopec would invest around
$2 billion to develop the huge Ya-
davaran oil field. CNPC signed a
deal with Iran in January 2009 to
develop the North Azadegan oil-
field, a project also worth $2 bil-
lion in its first phase.

In April 2014, however, Ira-
nian news agency SHANA re-
ported that Iran had terminated
CNPC’s contract to develop the
Azadegan field after the Chinese
energy giant ignored repeated ap-
peals to work on it.

While the Chinese compa-
nies took part in the first phase of
development of the fields, there

The Sinopec logo is seen at one of its gas stations in Hong Kong, on 26
April 2010. Proto: ReuTers

had been “some criticism of their
performance,” IRNA said on Sat-
urday, without elaborating.

“There have also been talks
with Sinopec regarding the Ya-
davaran field for which an inter-
national tender is set to be held,”
Manouchehri said, according to
the IRNA report.

Yadavaran has reserves of 31
billion barrels of light and heavy
crude oil while North Azadegan
has 5.7 billion barrels of crude

reserves. Separately, the head of
a regional state oil firm in central
Iran said 20 tenders would be held
to develop new gas and oil fields
and boost production at existing
ones, the semi-official Mehr news
agency reported.

Salbali Karimi, chief exec-
utive of the Iranian Central Oil
Fields Company, said the projects
would require $2 billion in in-
vestment to boost crude output by
100,000 barrels per day.—Reuters

Beijing to take more steps to cool residential property market: Xinhua

BEIJING — one of China’s hot-
test residential real estate mar-
kets, will step up property con-
trols to keep home prices stable
next year, the official Xinhua
news agency reported on Sun-
day.

Stoked by speculators, home
prices in the capital are already

too high, and rising social ten-
sions pose enormous challenges
to Beijing’s stability, Xinhua re-
ported, citing the Beijing Munic-
ipal Committee.

Average new home prices
in Beijing rose 26.4 per cent in
November from a year earlier,
slowing for the second month

following cooling measures tak-
en by the government.

On 30 September, Beijing
announced a requirement for
higher downpayments on proper-
ty purchases.

More than a dozen Chinese
cities including Tianjin, Shang-
hai, Guangzhou and Shenzhen

have taken measures to curb
property speculation, partly fue-
led by easy credit.

China will impose strict lim-
its on credit flowing into specula-
tive buying in the property mar-
ket in 2017, top officials said at
an annual economic conference
earlier this month.—Reuters

Snapchat
buying Israeli
augmented
reality start-up
Cimagine

VENTURA (California) —
Messaging app Snapchat is
buying Israeli augmented reali-
ty startup Cimagine Media for
an estimated $30-$40 million,
marking Snapchat’s first ac-
quisition in Israel, the Calcalist
financial daily reported on Sun-
day.

Cimagine developed True
Marketless Augmented Real-
ity — technology that allows
users to virtually place furni-
ture and appliances they wish
to purchase in the space of their
home, on their mobile devices,
at the click of a button.

Cimagine will become
Snapchat’s research and devel-
opment centre in Israel and is
expected to rapidly expand its
workforce from its current 20
employees, Calcalist said.

The company’s high-
ly-skilled team is probably the
main reason for the acquisition,
rather than its technology, Cal-
calist said.

Officials at Cimagine de-
clined to comment on the re-
port. The company was found-
ed in 2012 and has raised a few
million dollars.

Venice, California-based
Snapchat is expected to go
public as early as March with
a valuation of as much as $25
billion. —Reuters
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Russian jets step up
raids on rebel-held
Idlib and rural Aleppo

AMMAN — Russian jets stepped
up strikes on several towns in
Syria’s rebel-held Idlib province
and rural Aleppo two days after
the evacuation of rebels from
their last pocket in the northern
city of Aleppo, rebels and resi-
dents said on Saturday.

They said at least eight
strikes targeted Binish, Sara-
geb and Jisr al Shagour — main
towns in the northwestern Syrian
province of Idlib. There were re-
ports of several casualties, main-
ly among civilians.

Idlib province for months
has been a target of Russia’s
heavy ~ bombing  campaign
against rebel-held areas. It came
even while the former eastern
part of Aleppo under insurgent
control faced an escalation in
aerial raids and shelling until its
defenses collapsed and the rebels
were forced to agree to an evac-
uation deal.

The Syrian army has hinted
the next major campaign after
its victory in Aleppo was to rout
insurgents in their stronghold of
Idlib province, where mainly Is-
lamist brigades operating under a
coalition known as Jaish al Fateh
are in control.

Residents and rebels said
Russian and Syrian jets also
staged heavy strikes on re-
bel-held parts of western and
southern parts of rural Aleppo
for the second day since the last
rebels left their remaining pocket
of territory in Aleppo city.

They raided the town of
Khan al Asal, about 14 km (9
miles) west of Aleppo, with clus-
ter bombs while several strikes
hit Hreitan and Andan, accord-
ing to a rebel fighter from Jaish
al Mujahdeen. The nearby town
of Atareb was also hit.

Although the Syrian army,
with the help of Iranian-backed
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Civil defence members work at a site hit at night by an airstrike in Saraqeb, in rebel-held Idlib province, Syria
on 11 December 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

militias, was able to take full
control of Aleppo city after Rus-
sia conducted hundreds of raids
that pulverized rebel-held parts,
large swathes of western and
southern Aleppo countryside re-
main in rebel hands.

Rebels said they repelled an
Iranian-backed militia assault on
Saturday to gain ground in the
Rashideen area, west of Aleppo
city.

The Syrian army continued
to comb areas in eastern Alep-

po that fell under its control on
Thursday. The Lebanese Hizbol-
lah- run military news service
said weapons caches left by in-
surgents exploded, causing two
deaths and wounding scores.
—Reuters

Turkish authorities investigating
10,000 social media users

ANKARA — Turkish authorities
are investigating some 10,000
people on suspicion of using so-
cial media to support terrorism,
the interior ministry said on Sat-
urday, part of a wide crackdown
that has alarmed rights groups
and some Western allies.

Turkey, which faces security
threats from Kurdish and leftist
militants and Islamic State, has
sacked or suspended more than
100,000 people following an at-
tempted military coup in July.
It says the measures are neces-
sary to root out supporters of the
putsch and other terrorists.

Rights groups and some Eu-
ropean countries have said Pres-
ident Tayyip Erdogan is using
the current state of emergency
to quash dissent. Since the coup,
more than 150 media outlets have
been shut down and 140 journal-
ists arrested.

The interior ministry said on
Saturday the fight against terror-

DY

ism was being carried out “with
determination” in social media.

In the last six months, au-
thorities have detained 3,710
people for questioning, the min-
istry said. Of those, 1,656 have
been formally arrested and 84 are
still being questioned.

The remaining 1,970 have
been released, although 1,203 of
those are still being monitored, it
said.

Access to social media sites
such as Twitter and Facebook is
commonly blocked, particularly
after bombings or other deadly at-
tacks, internet monitoring groups
have said. Turkey denies that it
blocks the internet, and has pre-
viously blamed outages on spikes
in usage after major events.

Technical experts at watch-
dog groups say the blackouts
on social media are intention-
al, aimed in part at stopping the
spread of militant images and
propaganda.—Reuters

T

People use computers at an internet cafe in Ankara on 6 April 2015.
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Israel to re-assess UN ties after
settlement resolution, says Netanyahu

JERUSALEM Israel  will
re-assess its ties with the United
Nations following the adoption by
the Security Council of a resolu-
tion demanding an end to Israeli
settlement building, Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu said on
Saturday.

The vote was able to pass
the 15-member council on Friday
because the United States broke
with a long-standing approach
of diplomatically shielding Israel
and did not wield its veto power
as it had on many times before —
a decision that Netanyahu called
“shameful”.

“linstructed the Foreign Min-

istry to complete within a month a
re-evaluation of all our contacts
with the United Nations, including
the Israeli funding of UN institu-
tions and the presence of UN rep-
resentatives in Israel,” Netanyahu
said in broadcast remarks.

“l have already instructed
to stop about 30 million shekels
($7.8 million) in funding to five
UN institutions, five bodies, that
are especially hostile to Israel ...
and there is more to come,” he
said. The Israeli leader did not
name the institutions or offer any
further details.

Defying heavy pressure
from long-time ally Israel and

President-elect Donald Trump
for Washington to use its veto,
the United States abstained in the
Security Council decision, which
passed with 14 votes in favor.

Israel for decades has pur-
sued a policy of constructing
Jewish settlements on territory
captured by lIsrael in a 1967 war
with its Arab neighbours includ-
ing the West Bank, Gaza and East
Jerusalem.

Most countries view Israe-
li settlement activity in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem as ille-
gal and an obstacle to peace. Israel
disagrees, citing a biblical connec-
tion to the land.—Reuters

Asylum seekers riot at Papua New
Guinea detention camp

SYDNEY — Asylum seekers
held at a Papua New Guinea de-
tention centre briefly took control
of two compounds and expelled
guards following the death of a
refugee who fell ill at the centre,
Papua New Guinea police said on
Sunday. Senior Sergeant Thom-
as Lelepo, from Lorengau Police
Station on Manus Island, said
guards at the Manus Island region-
al processing centre were expelled
by residents last night.

“There was a situation there
... over the death of a resident,” he
told Reuters by phone, adding that
order had been restored.

A 27-year-old Sudanese man,
who was identified as Faysal Ishak
Ahmed by refugee advocates, col-

lapsed at the centre and was evac-
uated to hospital in Australia this
week. Australia’s Department of
Immigration and Border Protec-
tion said he died on Saturday.

The man’s death is not being
treated as suspicious by Australian
authorities, but detainees and refu-
gee rights groups have claimed the
man was seriously ill for months
and had made repeated requests
for medical assistance before
the emergency. Under Austral-
ia’s tough border security policy,
asylum seekers intercepted trying
to reach the country by boat are
sent for processing at the camps
on Papua New Guinea’s Manus
island and Nauru in the South Pa-
cific. They are never eligible for

resettlement in Australia.

An Australian immigration
department  spokesperson con-
firmed an incident on Manus Is-
land overnight.

“The Department is aware of
a disturbance involving a group
of residents in the mess area of
Manus RPC,” the spokesperson
said in a statement on Sunday.
“The disturbance has now been
resolved. There is minor property
damage and no reported injuries.”

Photos posted to Facebook
by Iranian refugee Behrouz Boo-
chani, who is among the asylum
seekers held on Manus Island,
showed what appeared to be dam-
age to a mess area inside one of
the compounds.—Reuters
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New tag to help study whale
behaviour, marine environment

SAN FRANCISCO — A
new type of tag, known
as “Advanced Dive Be-
haviour,” or ADB, can re-
cord data every second for
weeks at a time to provide
a view of whale behavior,
biology and travels deep
beneath the sea, over thou-
sands of kilometers and
their interaction with the
prey.

In a study published
in the journal Ecology
and Evolution, researchers
with Oregon State Univer-
sity (OSU) outlined the
continued evolution and
improvements made in
the ADB technology from
2007-15, in which it was
used on sperm, blue and
fin whales.

Findings from data
collected by the tag
showed, among others,
sperm whales diving all the
way to the sea floor, more
than 1,000 meters deep,
and being submerged for
up to 75 minutes; and ba-
leen whales lunging after
their food.

“By using this tech-
nology on three different

This file photo taken on 3 March 2015 shows a grey whale
(Eschrichtius robustus) emerging from the waters of the
Ojo de Liebre Lagoon, Baja California Sur State, Mexico.
(AFP PHOTO/OMAR TORRES)

species, we’ve seen the
full range of behavior that
is specific to each spe-
cies,” said Daniel Pala-
ciosa, co-author on the
study. “Sperm whales, for
instance, really like to dive
deep, staying down a long
time and appearing to for-
age along the seafloor at
times.

During summer the
baleen whales will feed as
much as possible in one
area, and then they move
on, probably after the prey

density gets too low.”

The tag, according
to the researchers, ex-
pands by several orders
of magnitude the obser-
vations that can be made
of whale feeding and be-
havior, and it is showing
what whales do while un-
derwater; when, how and
where they feed; how they
might be affected by pass-
ing ships or other noises;
and what types of water
temperatures they prefer.
—Xinhua

China’s Suzhou city to halt live
poultry trade over bird flu concerns

BEIJING — A Chinese city
said on Sunday it will sus-
pend the trade of live poul-
try in the interests of public
health after neighbouring
provinces reported cases of
human bird flu infections.

Suzhou, the  sec-
ond-biggest city in the east-
ern province of Jiangsu, will
halt trading of live poultry
at midnight (1600 GMT),
the official People’s Daily
reported on its website.

Two people have died
of the H7N9 strain of bird
flu in China this winter, the
first fatalities among at least
seven infections.

In the past week, Hong
Kong and Macau have also
reported their first human
bird flu infections for this
season.

H7N9 had not been
detected in either humans
or animals in China until
March 2013. The city of
Shanghai, about 100 km (62
miles) southeast of Suzhou,
reported last week that a
man had been diagnosed
with the H7N9 strain after
travelling from Jiangsu.

The two deaths were
in Anhui province, west of

both Shanghai and Suzhou.
Anhui has reported five hu-
man infections since 8 De-
cember.

Authorities in Anhui,
which has a population of
almost 60 million, have shut
some livestock markets and
stepped up sterilisation to
prevent the virus spreading.
“A few” chickens had been
culled. In Xiamen, a city
in Fujian province also in
the east, authorities halted
poultry sales in one district
on Thursday after a 44-year-
old man was diagnosed with
H7N9, state news agen-
cy Xinhua reported. The
H7N9 strain does not seem
to transmit easily from per-
son to person, and sustained
human-to-human infection
has not been reported, ac-
cording to the World Health
Organization (WHO).

The danger with any
such virus is that it mutates
and acquires genetic chang-
es that might increase its
pandemic potential.

In China, the WHO
confirmed two cases of an
emerging strain believed to
be a cross-species infection
in the past two months. A

woman in Hunan prov-
ince and another woman
in Guangxi were admitted
to hospital with the H5N6
strain, first reported in Chi-
na in mid-2014. In Guang-
dong, a traveller was caught
carrying 1.3 kg (2.9 Ib) of
chicken and duck eggs that
later tested positive for bird
flu, the state-run China Eco-
nomic News reported on its
website on Sunday.

The eggs found in the
luggage of the Vietnamese
traveller at Guangzhou air-
port on 14 December tested
positive for the H5 strain,
according to the report,
which cited the provincial
quarantine bureau.

The most well-known
strain of avian influenza is
the highly pathogenic HSN1
subtype, which has killed
hundreds of people globally
since its first human infec-
tion about two decades ago
in Hong Kong.

The last major bird flu
outbreak in mainland China
— from late 2013 to early
2014 — Kkilled 36 people
and led to more than $6 hil-
lion in losses for the agricul-
tural sector—Reuters
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Europe on Christmas hlgh alert after truck attack in Berlin

ROME — Security was
heightened for the Christ-
mas weekend in Italy and
at the Vatican on Saturday
after Italian police killed the
man believed to be respon-
sible for the Berlin market
truck attack while other Eu-
ropean cities kept forces on
high alert.

In France, Britain and
Germany, which have all
been targets of Islamist mili-
tant attacks, police increased
their presence at tourist spots
in major cities and other
densely populated areas.

Anis Amri, a 24-year-
old Tunisian suspected of
carrying out the truck attack
which killed 12 people, was
shot dead in a town near Mi-
lan early on Friday after he
pulled a gun on police dur-
ing a routine check.

He had travelled unde-
tected to Italy from Germany
via France, taking advantage
of Europe’s open-border
Schengen pact. As investi-
gators sought to determine

if Amri had accomplices in
Italy, and associates were
being arrested in his home
country of Tunisia, nation-
al security officials in Italy
beefed up security at sensi-
tive spots.

Rome authorities
banned vans or trucks from
entering the city centre and
anti-terror police wearing
masks and wielding ma-
chine guns set up roadblocks
on routes leading to famous
tourist sites or areas where
crowds traditionally gather.

At the Vatican, where
Pope Francis was due to
celebrate  Christmas Eve
Mass in St. Peter’s basilica
on Saturday evening, police
cars and military jeeps stood
about every 100 metres
(yards) along streets leading
to the Vatican.

Security was  also
stepped up in central Milan
and other Italian cities, par-
ticularly near major church-
es where the faithful were at-
tending Christmas services.

French police cars are parked in front of the Notre Dame Cathedral as emergency security
measures continue during the holiday season in Paris, France, on 23 December 2016.

Proto: REuTERS

In France, where Is-
lamist militants killed 130
people in shooting and bomb
attacks in Paris in November
2015, authorities said more
than 91,000 policemen and
soldiers would be deployed,
with  additional  security

measures being enforced at
churches.

Emergency rule has
been in place since the Paris
attacks, and French soldiers
patrol the capital’s streets.
Police have been given wid-
er search and arrest powers

to target suspects considered
a threat to security.

In Germany, feder-
al police reinforced armed
patrols at airports and rail
stations, officials said. They
have also reintroduced spot
checks on people coming

into Germany along a 30-km
(19 miles) corridor inside the
international frontiers.

German Interior Minis-
ter Thomas de Maiziere has
said the danger of an attack
in Germany remains high
despite the death of the sus-
pected attacker.

More than 100 inves-
tigators would be working
through the holidays search-
ing for any accomplices or
support network for Amri.
“The level of threat remains
high,” he told reporters late
on Friday. Britain is on its
second-highest threat level,
meaning an attack by mil-
itants is considered highly
likely.

Police there have in-
creased security at a number
of popular tourist attractions,
including around Queen
Elizabeth’s London resi-
dence, Buckingham Palace.
Armed officers patrol major
shopping centres, Christmas
markets and places of wor-
ship.—Reuters

Russmn military plane crashes en route to Syria with 92 on board

ey |

Russian Emergencies Ministry members work at a quay of the Black Sea near the crash
site of Russian military Tu-154 plane, in the Sochi suburb of Khosta, Russia, Russia, on 25

December 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

MOSCOW — A Russian
military plane with 92 peo-
ple on board has crashed into
the Black Sea on its way to
Syria, Russian news agen-
cies reported on Sunday, and
it was unlikely there would
be any survivors.

Russian agencies, citing
unnamed security sources,
said the TU-154 aircraft had
crashed in the sea near the
southern Russian city of So-
chi after disappearing from
radar screens.

The plane was carry-
ing Russian servicemen and
members of a renowned
military choir and dance
ensemble, the Alexandrov
Ensemble, who were being
flown into Russia’s Hmey-
mim air base in Syria to en-

tertain military personnel in
the run-up to the new year,
the RIA news agency quot-
ed the Defence Ministry as
saying. The plane was carry-
ing 84 passengers and eight
crew members, agencies
quoted the ministry as say-
ing. Nine Russian reporters
were among the passengers,
agencies said. Fragments
of the plane have already
been found at a depth of 50-
70 metres at a distance of
around 1.5 kilometres (0.93
miles)from the  Russian
coast, agencies reported
Russia’s  RIA  news
agency, citing an uniden-
tified security source, said
preliminary data indicated
that the plane had crashed
because of a technical mal-

function or a pilot error.

The Interfax news agen-
cy cited an unnamed source
as saying the plane had not
sent an SOS signal.

Kremlin  spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told reporters
on Sunday it was too early
to say what had caused the
crash. President Vladimir
Putin was being kept in-
formed of latest develop-
ments, Peskov added.

Russia’s Defence Min-
istry regularly flies musi-
cians into Syria to put on
concerts for military per-
sonnel. The base they were
heading for, Hmeymim, is
in Latakia province.
from there that Russia flies
air strikes against Syrian re-
bels.—Reuters
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INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER (5/2016)
[TENDER NO. MPPE/HSD/T/3(2016-2017)]

1. Open Tender is invited for the Myanma Petroleum
Products Enterprise, Ministry of Electricity and Energy for
the supply of High Speed Diesel (470,000 + 10% Barrels)
2. Tender Closing Date & Time - 5-1-2017, 12:00 Hrs
3. Tender Opening Date & Time - 5-1-2017, 13:00 Hrs
4. Delivery Time - January 2017 to
February 2017
5. Tender documents and details information are available
at the Department of Finance, Myanma Petroleum Prod-
ucts Enterprise, Nay Pyi Taw, during our office hours com-
mencing 26-12-2016 on payment of Myanmar Kyat One
Hundred Thousand (Kyats 100,000) per set.
6. Only bid from tenderer who has purchased tender doc-
ument officially from Myanma Petroleum Products Enter-
prise will be accepted for evaluation.
Managing Director
Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise
Ministry of Electricity and Energy
No(6) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw

Contact Phone No.
067-411487/411486/411280

Cuba, US work to bolster ties before Obama term ends

HAVANA — Cuba and
the United States are work-
ing to consolidate restored
diplomatic ties with less
than a month left before US
President Barack Obama’s
term ends.

The two countries
signed on Wednesday new
memorandums of under-
standing in Washington on
cooperation and research
in fields of mutual interest,
including meteorology,
seismology and wildlife
conservation.

As both sides are aware
that the incoming admin-
istration of President-elect
Donald Trump may be less
than supportive of the bilat-
eral rapprochement, they
have stepped up the effort

to normalize ties. Trump,
who will take office on 20
January, has criticized the
White House’s about-face
on Cuba on more than one
occasion.

Following the death of
Fidel Castro, Cuba’s revo-
lutionary leader, Trump’s
designated Chief of Staff
Reince Priebus said his boss
“will definitely reverse”
Obama’s foreign policy on
Cuba, unless Cuban author-
ities agree to make more
concessions.

According to state dai-
ly Granma, the agreements
signed on Wednesday call
for jointly studying climate
models, expanding and in-
tegrating weather monitor-
ing networks, and studying

hurricane forecasting sys-
tems.

“We trust this step will
be the beginning of a sus-
tained scientific relationship
and of greater collaboration
between the meteorologi-
cal communities of Cuba
and the United States,” the
Ministry of Science, Tech-
nology and Environment’s
Deputy Minister Fernando
Gonzalez said.

Since the two countries
jointly announced on 17
December, 2014 their de-
cision to start restoring ties,
they have exchanged 24
high-level visits and signed
12 agreements, with more
on the way. In addition,
there have been upwards
of 1,200 exchanges in the

fields of culture, sports and
education, among others.

Cuba hopes the new
US administration will val-
ue the breakthroughs in bi-
lateral relations made since
2014 after more than 50
years of animosity.

While the US-led trade
embargo against Cuba re-
mains in place, the White
House has relaxed some re-
strictions, mainly in travel
between the two countries.

Thousands have tak-
en advantage of the thaw.
In the first half of the year,
136,913 US travelers came
to Cuba, almost 80 per cent
more than the same period
the year before, according
to Cuba’s national bureau
of statistics.—Xinhua
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China confirms aircraft
carrier heading to
Pacific for drill

BEIING — A spokesman
for China’s navy has an-
nounced that the country’s
first aircraft carrier, Liaon-
ing, was on Saturday head-
ed for the Western Pacific
to take part in an open-sea
training exercise.

“Liaoning will con-
duct military drills in the
West Pacific,” People’s
Liberation Army Navy
spokesman Liang Yang
said on Saturday, China’s
state-run Global Times re-
ported.

It is the first time for
navigation of a Chinese
aircraft carrier through the
so-called first island chain
linking Okinawa, Taiwan
and the Philippines to the
Pacific Ocean to be report-
ed.

The Western Pacif-
ic stretches from China to
New Zealand and encom-
passes countries in the Pa-
cific, Oceania and parts of
Asia.

The mission appears
aimed at sending a message
to US President-elect Don-
ald Trump, who has ques-
tioned whether Washington
should continue to adhere
to its nearly four-decade
policy of recognizing Tai-
wan as part of “one China.”

Early this month,
Trump broke with decades

of diplomatic practice by
accepting a congratulatory
phone call on his election
win from President Tsai
Ing-wen of Taiwan, infuri-
ating Beijing which consid-
ers the self-ruled democrat-
ic island an inherent part of
its territory.

The Liaoning, consid-
ered a symbol of China’s
recent naval expansion, is a
refurbished Russian-made
vessel purchased from
Ukraine in 1988. It was
commissioned by the Chi-
nese navy in 2012.

The Japanese De-
fence Ministry announced
on Sunday that a Japanese
defence destroyer on Satur-
day spotted the Liaoning in
the central part of the East
China Sea for the first time.

The fleet consists of
seven other vessels —
three guided-missile de-
stroyers, three frigates and
one supply ship — and was
cruising eastward when
the Maritime Self-Defence
Force destroyer spotted it at
around 4 pm.

The MSDF is closely
monitoring the situation
given the possibility that
the Chinese naval vessels
may transit waters near
Japan and proceed to the
western Pacific Ocean.—
Kyodo News
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Public hearing on Japanese food
products canceled amid melee

NEW TAIPEI, (Taiwan)
— The first of three public
hearings on whether Taiwan
should ease its ban on im-
ports of Japanese food prod-
ucts imposed in the wake of
the 2011 Fukushima nuclear
disaster was canceled Sun-
day amid shouting, table
pounding, and physical al-
tercations.

Hundreds of protesters
mobilized by the main op-
position Nationalist Party
(KMT) clashed with police
outside the public hearing
venue in New Taipei city.
A truck parked outside the
venue bore placards calling
President Tsai Ing-wen “Ja-
pan’s servile follower” and
demanding her resignation.

Participants  allowed
inside criticized organizers
for blocking people outside
from entering the venue.
One opponent who prepared
her own microphone said the
public hearings are mean-
ingless because Tsai has the
final say on the matter.

In addition to the protest
in the morning, the KMT
also organized a march in
Taipei in the afternoon, at
which KMT Chairwoman
Hung Hsiu-chu alleged the
Democratic Progressive Par-
ty government was forcing
people to eat radiation-con-
taminated food imported
from Japan.

She also criticized the
administration for ignor-
ing polls that she said show
that a majority of the people
in Taiwan oppose easing
the ban, calling the govern-
ment’s decision-making pro-
cess “opaque” and “‘shame-
ful.” The KMT claimed
15,000 people participated
in the march. Following the
March 2011 disaster, Tai-
wan banned food imports
from Fukushima Prefecture
and nearby Ibaraki, Gunma,
Tochigi, and Chiba prefec-
tures, and in addition has
been conducting random ra-
diation checks on nine cate-
gories of imported foods.

The Tsai administration
recently formulated a plan to
relax the ban in two stages.
Under the proposal, Tai-
wan plans to keep in place
its ban on the import of all
food products from Fukush-
ima but conditionally allow
imports of certain products
from the four other prefec-
tures. The implementation
of the first stage of the plan
would serve as a reference
for the further relaxation of
the restrictions in the sec-
ond stage, possibly about six
months later.

Sunday’s public hear-
ing, video conferencing with
participants on the outlying
Matsu Islands and streamed
live on the Internet, was the

first of three the administra-
tion promised to hold after
10 were held across the is-
land last month.

The KMT criticized the
Tsai government for hold-
ing the 10 hearings in three
days, questioning whether it
has made a secret deal with
Japan in exchange for some-
thing. The administration
then decided to hold three
more, one in New Taipei on
Sunday, another in Kaohshi-
ung in the island’s south on
Jan. 2, and the third in Taipei
on 8 January.

During Sunday’s public
hearing, opponents alleged
the event was not organized
properly and documents not
provided in an appropriate
manner. The organizers de-
cided to cancel the event but
allowed participants to voice
opinions in the afternoon,
calling it a discussion ses-
sion. The morning session
began with chaos, with par-
ticipants shouting, throwing
documents and pounding
and jumping on the tables.

KMT Vice Chairman
Hau Lung-bin argued that
Sunday’s public hearing was
“illegal” and “meaningless”
because the Tsai administra-
tion has already planned to
ease the ban.

Hau, who initiated a
signature drive to endorse
a referendum on whether to

relax the ban, said the ad-
ministration is duty bound
to explain the possibility
of it using the relaxation of
the ban as a bargaining chip
in exchange for a trade deal
with Japan and how such
a trade deal would benefit
Taiwan. KMT Legislator
Wang Yu-min said Chiou
I-jen, chairman of the Asso-
ciation of East Asian Rela-
tions, Taiwan’s semi-official
agency handling the island’s
relations with Japan, should
attend Sunday’s public hear-
ing because he is responsible
for negotiating the trade deal.
She also argued the admin-
istration is in no position to
talk about the government’s
plan to ease the ban because
it cannot ensure food safety,
citing the recent discovery
that soy sauce packets sub-
ject to the ban entered the
country illegally.

Following the discov-
ery, the Executive Yuan,
or Cabinet, said before a
mechanism is established
to ensure the safety of food
products imported from the
five prefectures and public
confidence in the govern-
ment is restored, easing the
ban is not an option. It also
emphasized that the gov-
ernment does not have any
set position and there is no
timetable set for easing the
ban.—Kyodo News

China to levy new taxes in bid
to strengthen pollution fight

BEIJING — China’s large-
ly rubber-stamp parliament
passed a law on Sunday that
will levy specific environ-
mental protection taxes on
industry for the first time
from 2018, as part of a re-
newed focus on fighting the
country’s pollution woes.

Anger has risen in
the world’s second-largest
economy at the govern-
ment’s repeated failure to
tackle land, water and air
pollution, with large parts
of northern China envel-
oped in dangerous smog in
recent days.

“Tax revenue is an
important economic means
to promote environmental
protection,” the Finance
Ministry said in a statement.

The tax rate will be
1.2 yuan ($0.17) per unit of
atmospheric pollution, 1.4
yuan per unit of water pol-
lution, 5 yuan per tonne of
coal waste and 1,000 yuan
per tonne of “hazardous
waste”.

Industrial noise pollut-

ers will also be levied 350
yuan per month if they ex-
ceed limits by 1-3 decibels,
700 yuan for 4-6 decibels
and 11,200 yuan per month
for 16 decibels and more.

The law goes into ef-
fect on 1* January, 2018.

China has not previ-
ously imposed any specific
environmental taxes, and
the new levy will replace
an earlier system of mis-
cellaneous charges that are
regarded as far too low to
deter polluters.

Officials have repeat-
edly stressed that the new
policy is not designed to
increase the tax burden on
enterprises.

“The core purpose (of
the policy) isn’t to increase
taxes, but is to improve
the system, and encourage
enterprises to reduce emis-
sions - the more they emit
the more they will pay, and
the less they emit the less
they will pay,” environment
minister Chen Jining said
earlier this year.

The details of the new
law have been fiercely con-
tested by the Ministry of
Environmental Protection,
the Ministry of Finance, the
State Taxation Administra-
tion and local governments,
and has been subject to re-
peated delays.

Conflicts of interest
have emerged as other de-
partments worry about lost
revenues once the previous
system of emission dis-
charge fees is abolished.
Some government research-
ers have also argued that
carbon dioxide and other
greenhouse gases should be
included in the plans.

Jia Kang of the Minis-
try of Finance’s Institute of
Fiscal Science complained
this year that the environ-
mental tax proposals were
far too conservative, with
the tax rate per tonne of
sulphur dioxide still much
cheaper than paying for
the equipment required to
stop it entering the atmos-
phere.—Kyodo News
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Carrie Fisher’s celebrity friends wish her a fast recovery

LOS ANGELES — Friends and
colleagues of Hollywood actress
Carrie Fisher shared their hopes
for the “Star Wars” star’s swift
recovery on Saturday, a day after
she was admitted to the intensive
care unit of a Los Angeles hos-
pital.

Fisher, 60, suffered heart
problems during a flight on Fri-
day from London, where she had
been shooting the third season
of the British television come-
dy “Catastrophe.” Her younger
brother, Todd Fisher, said she
was taken to the hospital in criti-
cal condition and was undergoing
treatment in the ICU.

No further details on her
condition or prognosis were im-
mediately available on Satur-
day, and a spokeswoman at the
Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical
Center declined to comment, cit-
ing patient confidentiality laws.

“I’m shocked and saddened
to hear the news about my dear
friend,” actor Harrison Ford told
The Hollywood Reporter on Sat-
urday. Ford played the swash-
buckling Han Solo opposite Fish-
er’s Princess Leia in the original
“Star Wars” film trilogy.

“Our thoughts are with Car-
rie, her family and friends.”

Fisher caused a stir in No-
vember with the disclosure that

Actress Carrie Fisher arrives with her dog on the red carpet for the screening of the film “The Handmaiden”
(Agassi or Mademoiselle) in competition at the 69" Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, France, on 14 May, 2016.
PHoto: ReuTeRs

she had a love affair with Ford
during the making of the first
“Star Wars” movie. Fisher re-
vealed the secret to People mag-
azine while promoting her new
memoir, “The Princess Diarist,”
just before it went on sale.

Her friend William Shatner,
best known for his role in the
“Star Trek” television and film
series, posted an old photograph
on Twitter of him and Fisher em-
bracing, writing that she was “all
I want for Christmas.”

One of the more atten-
tion-grabbing messages appeared
to come from Fisher’s dog Gary,
who has his own Twitter account
and was reported to be with her at
the hospital. “I’ll be waiting right
here mommy,” Gary tweeted in a

post with a photo of the French
bulldog  staring  attentively
through a window - ears perked,
paws perched on the sill.

Other celebrities, including
Ellen DeGeneres and Christina
Applegate, took to social me-
dia to share their sadness, while
the singer-actress Bette Midler
described Fisher as “hilarious
on paper and in person, and just
plain beloved.”

Fisher reprised her “Star
Wars” role in two sequels, gain-
ing sex symbol status in 1983’s
“Return of the Jedi” when the
Leia character appeared, wearing
a metallic gold bikini, as a cap-
tive of an evil alien.

She returned last year in Dis-
ney’s reboot of the “Star Wars”
franchise, “The Force Awakens,”
appearing as the more matronly
military resistance leader, Gener-
al Leia Organa.

Fisher’s career has been
dogged at times by substance
abuse and mental health issues,
about which she has spoken
openly. Her bestselling novel
“Postcards from the Edge,” based
on her experience in drug rehab,
was adapted into a 1990 movie
starring Meryl Streep. Fisher has
also said she was briefly hospital-
ized in 2013 due to bipolar disor-
der.—Reuters

Status Quo guitarist Rick Parfitt dies aged 68

b s “. - -

Rick Parfitt (L) and Francis Rossi of British rock group Status Quo
perform at the Glastonbury Festival 2009 in south west England, on 28

June 2009. PHoto: REUTERS

LONDON — Rick Parfitt, the
guitarist of British rock group
Status Quo, died in hospital on
Saturday in Spain aged 68 after
suffering from a severe infection.

“He will be sorely missed by
his family, friends, fellow band
members, management, crew and
his dedicated legion of fans from
throughout the world, gained
through 50 years of monumen-
tal success with Status Quo,” his
family and Status Quo Manager
Simon Porter said in a joint state-
ment.

“He died in hospital in Mar-
bella, Spain as a result of a severe
infection, having been admitted
to hospital on Thursday evening

following complications to a
shoulder injury incurred by a pre-
vious fall,” his family said.

Parfitt is survived by his wife
Lyndsay, their twins Tommy and
Lily and Rick’s adult children
Rick Jnr and Harry.

“l cannot describe the sad-
ness | feel right now. To many he
was a rockstar, to me he was sim-
ply ‘Dad’, and | loved him huge-
ly. RIP Pappa Parf,” Rick Jnr said
on Twitter.

Born in Woking, in Surrey,
England, on 12 October 1948,
Parfitt learned the guitar at 11
and met future Status Quo partner
Francis Rossi at Butlins holiday
camp when they were teenagers

in the 1960s.

The meeting would herald
one of the most sucessful Brit-
ish rock bands of the 20th Cen-
tury, with hits such as “Rock-
in” All Over The World” and
“Whatever You Want”.

Thrashing long blond hair
while playing a white Telecast-
er guitar, Parfitt, in the words
of Queen guitarist Brian May,
“joyfully rocked our world”.

Beside the fame, wealth
and women of a top rock career,
Parfitt battled drugs and alcohol
which took a toll on his health.
He had quadruple heart bypass
in 1997 but while recovering he
continued to smoke in hospital.

He was a self confessed
drug addict for many years,
though he later kicked the hab-
it. “I haven’t smoked a joint for
27 years and | haven’t done any
cocaine for 10 years. | just do
normal stuff — the kids keep
me busy and | go shopping with
the missus,” he told reporters in
2014. Parfitt pulled out of the
band’s tour on medical advice.

In a music career span-
ning more than 50 years, Parfitt
appealed to millions with the
Quo’s brand of boogie-woo-
gie rock, particularly with hits
such as “Whatever You Want”
which he co-wrote.

“Turn around, give me a
shout, | take it all, You squeeze
me dry, And now today, You
couldn’t even say goodbye,”
the lyrics read.—Reuters

A&E network cancels
‘Escaping the KKK’ documentary
over cash payments

LOS ANGELES — The A&E
cable television network said
on Saturday it has canceled an
upcoming documentary about
efforts to help Ku Klux Klan
members break away from the
hate group, after learning cash
payments were made “to facil-
itate access” to the film’s sub-
jects.

The documentary series,
“Escaping the KKK,” com-
pleted after a year and a half in
production, was set to premiere
on 10 January and air in eight
parts, capped by a town hall-
style special broadcast on end-
ing hate in America.

The decision to scrub the
project came shortly after A&E
said it had changed the series
title to “Escaping the KKK,”
from “Generation KKK,” in
order to better reflect that the
film was a work of documenta-
ry journalism rather than real-
ty-TV entertainment.

The network also had an-
nounced a partnership with a
civil rights group, Colour of
Change, which was to produce
accompanying segments fea-
turing civil rights leaders to
furnish context for the docu-
mentary series.

As described by A&E, the
series was intended to exam-
ine “anti-hate extractors,” who
work to help individuals extri-

cate themselves from the Klan,
a white-supremacist group with
a long history of violence, pri-
marily against blacks, but also
Jews, immigrants and other
groups.

The film drew controversy
soon after plans for the series
were unveiled earlier this week,
with actors Wendell Pierce and
Ellen Pompeo among those
criticizing the project on social
media and Pierce calling for a
network boycott, Variety re-
ported.

Pierce demanded A&E
provide evidence that the docu-
mentary subjects were not paid
for their participation, as sub-
jects of reality TV programs
typically would be, and the
network insisted that no such
payments were made, accord-
ing to Variety.

On Saturday, however, the
network acknowledged learn-
ing from its third-party produc-
ers that some cash payments
were made to Klan members
who participated in the docu-
mentary “in order to facilitate
access” to them.

The network statement
said the payments, though
“understood to be nominal,”
were nevertheless “a direct vi-
olation of A&E’s policies and
practices for a documentary.”
—Reuters



26 December 2016

GLOBALNEW [ FGH Tor MYANMAR

LIFESTYLE 15

Santa Claus on track to deliver gifts
despite storm — US mllltary
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DENVER— A powerful
Christmas Eve snowstorm
descending on much of
North America will not
slow Santa Claus as he de-
livers presents to good girls
and boys, US military offi-
cials who track his annual
flight said on Saturday.

“Santa is an excellent
pilot and since he lives on
the North Pole he knows
how to navigate through
adverse weather condi-
tions,” said John Cornelio,
spokesman for the North
American Aerospace De-
fense Command (NO-
RAD), based at Peterson
Air Force Base in Colorado
Springs.

The National Weather
Service has issued winter
storm and blizzard warn-
ings and watches for the

western United States all
the way up to northern-tier
states. It warned of treach-
erous travel conditions for
those not aboard airborne
sleighs.

For 61 years, the de-
fense command has tracked
Santa, also known as Kris
Kringle, St Nicholas or
Father Christmas, as he
and his reindeer-powered
sleigh laden with presents
traverses the globe.

The tradition began
in 1955 when a Colorado
Springs newspaper mis-
printed the phone number
of a local department store
for kids to call and speak to
Santa.

The call instead went
to what was then called the
Continental Air Defence
Command, and the on-du-

=

A man dressed as Santa Claus
ice skates at The Rink At Rock-
efeller Center on Christmas
Eve in Manhattan, New York
City, US, on 24 December 2016.
Proto: REUTERS
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ty commander assured the
kids who called that Santa
was aware of their Christ-
mas wish lists and that all
systems were go.

Three years later, the
command began the tradi-
tion of offering the public
updates on Santa’s yuletide
trek.

Children and their par-
ents can follow his global
journey by logging on to
www.noradsanta.org  for
real-time satellite tracking
of Santa, and through vari-
ous social media apps.

In addition, the web-
site features  so-called
“Santa Cams” that stream
videos of Santa as he hits
various geographic points.

Children can also call
a phone number listed on
the NORAD website for

updates on his wherea-
bouts, or email questions
to teams of Santa’s helpers
who are in constant con-
tact with him and air traffic
controllers.

NORAD'’s Cornelio, a
retired US Army lieuten-
ant colonel, said that as St.
Nick enters North Amer-
ican airspace, he slows
down to greet US and Ca-
nadian fighter jet pilots who
are scrambled to escort his
sleigh. Cornelio cautioned,
however, that while Santa
is committed to bring gifts
to children, there are cer-
tain conditions that must
be met. “Not only do kids
have to be good boys and
girls, but they also have
to be in bed before he can
bring presents,” he said.—
Reuters

Skiers blocked in cabins in Italy after lift breaks down

ROMEA — ski lift in
northern Italy broke down
on Saturday, blocking
more than 120 holiday
skiers in gondola cabins
about 30 metres (yards)
off the ground and a res-

cue operation was under-
way, officials said. Alpine
rescue officials said the
breakdown in the Cervinia
mountain of northern Italy
near the French border was
likely due to winds.

evision that the situation
was under control. He said
more than half of the skiers
had been lowered and that
the operation was due to be
completed in several more
hours. —Reuters

Rescue squads were
entering the cabins from
hatches in the top of the
gondolas and lowering
the stranded skiers to the
ground. A spokesman for
the ski area told Italian tel-
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Finland’s Christams
charity dinner caters to
2,000 guests: report

HELSINKI — A Christ-
mas Eve charity dinner on
Saturday at the Helsinki
Fair Centre saw nearly
2,000 guests in need, lo-
cal media reported.

While the dinner has
been offered for decades
by a local charitable or-
ganization, its attendance
figures have grown over
the years.

Christmas dinners in
Finland usually include
ham and casseroles.

Media reports cited
Heikki Hursti, the main
organizer, as saying that
among the guests on Sat-
urday were many people
who had work but with
their income were not
able to make ends meet.

There is no official
criterion for poverty in
Finland. Statistics Fin-
land, however, deter-
mines that a single person
with an income less of
1,190 euros is poor.

The National Insti-
tute of Health and Well-
being reported in Octo-
ber 2016 that the income
level of 440,000 Finns, or
8 percent of the nation-
al population, remained
under the requirements
of meeting essential con-
sumption needs.

Most vulnerable are
those who live alone in
rental accommodations
and receive basic unem-
ployment benefits, the In-
stitute said.—Xinhua

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
to miss Christmas
church service due to

“heavy cold”

Q)

Queen Elizabeth Il visits Goodenough College, the lead-
ing residential community for British and international
postgraduate students studying in London, during a vis-
itin London, Britain, on 1 December 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

LONDON — Britain’s
Queen Elizabeth, 90, will
miss a traditional Christ-
mas church service on
Sunday for the first time
in nearly 30 years due to
a heavy cold, a Bucking-
ham Palace spokesman
said.

Elizabeth, the
world’s longest-reigning
living monarch, and her
husband Prince Philip,
95, suffered what the Pal-
ace described as heavy
colds this week that de-
layed by a day their jour-
ney to their Sandringham
country residence in east-
ern England.

They travelled in-
stead by helicopter on
Thursday. Elizabeth has
attended the Christmas
service at the parish
church of St Mary Mag-

dalene in Sandringham
every year since 1988.

“Her Majesty The
Queen will not attend
Church at Sandringham
this morning. The Queen
continues to recover from
a heavy cold and will
stay indoors to assist with
her recovery,” a Palace
spokesman said.

“Her Majesty will
participate in the Royal
Family Christmas cele-
brations during the day,”
the Palace said.

After more than six
decades on the throne,
the Queen has cut back
on international tours but
still regularly performs
official duties around
Britain, although she said
on Tuesday she would
reduce the number of her
patronages. —Reuters
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LONDON — David Moyes has ques-
tioned his former club Manchester
United’s transfer policy as he prepares
Sunderland for Monday’s Premier
League clash at Old Trafford.

United have splurged about 500
million pounds ($614.50 million) in
the transfer market since Alex Fergu-
son ended his 26 trophy-laden years in
charge in 2013.

Despite the vast outlay they have
failed to add to their record 20 English
league titles and are already 13 points
off the pace this season under Jose
Mourinho.

Moyes, who replaced Ferguson

traditions. “They were a football club
who enjoyed traditions with the way
they spent,” Moyes, whose Sunder-
land side are third from bottom, told
the BBC.

“They didn’t try to compete with
all the other clubs. They did what they
thought was the right thing to do and
spent the right way.

“Maybe that has had to change
because of the current situation. (But)
Sir Alex (Ferguson) went out and
bought wisely and correctly in the
transfer market and what he thought
he needed to do.”

Mourinho’s arrival at Old Traf-
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United have moved away from
traditions on transfers, says Moyes

Monday, 26 December 2016

large fees.

“There have been a few
changes at Manchester United
but that’s the way they have cho-
sen to go,” Moyes said.

The Scot added that one of
the biggest regrets of his ill-fat-
ed stay at United was not signing
Wales forward Gareth Bale from
Tottenham Hotspur.

“When I first went in my
real target was Gareth Bale,”
said Moyes. “I felt all along
that Gareth Bale was a Man-
chester United player. “I
fought right until the last

Editorial Section — (+95) (01)8604529, Fax — (01) 8604305

but lasted less than a season despite
signing the likes of Chelsea midfielder
Juan Mata for 37 million pounds and
Marouane Fellaini for 27 million, said
United have moved away from their

ford signalled another huge transfer
outlay, with Paul Pogba arriving from
Juventus for a world record 89 million
pounds and the likes of Henrikh Mkh-
itaryan and Eric Bailly also joining for

made up on going to Real
Madrid.”—Reuters

minute. We actually offered a
bigger deal than Real Madrid.
But Gareth had his mind

Sunderland
manager
David Moyes .
PHoto: REUTERS
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Ma Chaw Kalyar Htoo, left, is awarded first prize in the senior event
of the Physique Contest marking the Independence Day 2017 by

Lampard to stay in close
contact with Chelsea

NEW YORK CITY — Former
England midfielder Frank Lam-
pard says he will be “in close
contact” with his old club Chelsea
as he decides on his next career
move. The 38-year-old left New
York City in November and media
speculation has mounted that he
could return to the London team
in a coaching role or some other
capacity.

Lampard watched Premier
League leaders Chelsea’s 1-0
home win over West Bromwich
Albion earlier this month and was
an onlooker at training on Wednes-
day when manager Antonio Conte
said he was in good enough shape

“I’'m still waiting for the five-
year contract to come through
from Chelsea, they haven’t called
yet,” Lampard joked during an in-
terview on Sky Sports television
on Saturday.

“Whatever happens, in some
capacity | will be at Chelsea,
whether that’s with my season
ticket watching them...I don’t
know. I will be in very close con-
tact. “Whether | have a role is not
all in my hands so | can’t go any
further than that. 1 am very relaxed
about it which is a nice place to be.

“I’m not kind of eager that the
end of my career is coming and
thinking, ‘What’s going to happen

“If the right thing comes then
I’ll take it. Obviously Chelsea, |
would love that, but it doesn’t al-
ways work that way.”

Lampard won three Premier
League titles and the 2012 Cham-
pions League with Chelsea and is
the club’s all-time record scorer
with 211 goals. He also netted 29
times in 106 appearances for Eng-
land.

“I’ve taken this Christmas to
enjoy family, a couple of beers
and an extra turkey and I’ll make
a decision in January whether I
carry on playing — | have a few
options — or finish and move on
to whatever the next thing will be,”
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Prof Dr Thazin Lwin of the Yangon University of Education yes-
terday. The Body Building and Physique Contest is organised by
the Myanmar Sports Writers Federation and was held at Aung San
Gymnasium in Yangon. PHoto: Saw THeIN WIN

Sam Allardyce says priority is
plugging leaks at Crystal Palace

LONDON — Plugging the leaks
in Crystal Palace’s porous de-
fence will be the first priority
for the south London club’s new
manager Sam Allardyce as he
looks ahead to a hectic Christmas
period.

Former England boss Al-
lardyce replaced the sacked Alan
Pardew on Friday with Palace just
above the relegation zone with
the third-worst defensive record
in the Premier League.

“We have a very important
job of stopping the goals going in
at the other end,” Allardyce, said
in a video on Palace’s website
(www.cpfc.co.uk).

“Attacking players when you
are in possession are fantastic this
season. The strengthening in that

area by the club and by Alan has
brought a lot of flair to the team
and | think that has brought quite a
lot more goals. “But the other side
is that when we are not in posses-
sion we have got to stop conced-
ing and make sure that those goals
we score win us games. It sounds
simple but it’s not that easy.”
Allardyce is seen as one
of the best managers in English
football when it comes to sur-
viving a relegation scrap. The
experienced 62-year-old was
available to Palace after his short
reign as England manager ended
after just 67 days in September
following comments he made
in a newspaper sting about “get-
ting around” FA rules on player
transfers.—Reuters

to continue his playing career. now?’,” added Lampard. he said.—Reuters
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NYCFC midfielder Frank Lampard (8) and DC United midfielder Rob Vincent (26) pursue a loose ball during
the first half at Yankee Stadium. PHoTo: ReuTers

LOBAL

THE

G

Bahan Township, Yangon, by the Global New Light of Myanmar Daily under Printing Permit No. 00510 and Publishing Permit No. 00629."

“Printed and published at the Global New Light of Myanmar Printing Factory at No.150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road,



