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MOVING TO FIRMER GROUND
Roughly 200 Letpadaung households stranded by the roadside as Chindwin bursts
AROUND 200 households in the 
vicinity of Letpadaung Moun-
tain, situated in Sagaing Region’s 
Salingyi Township, was evacuat-
ed on Monday to the verge on the 
Salingyi – Nyaungpingyi road-
side as their houses were flooded 
after the Chindwin River burst its 
banks.

The Salingyi — Nyaung-
pingyi road is 18 feet wide and 
only accommodates a one way 
flow of traffic. The villagers have 
erected their shelters on a patch 
of land beside the road which 
measures four feet higher than 
their flooded village.

“Those from our village are 
having to relocate as water is 
flooding into our homes. Come 
the afternoon and we’ll have 
to move to the side of the road 
too. In the past, it used to take 
between a week to ten days after 
the Chindwin had burst its banks 
for the water to start entering 
into our village. But, the block-
ing up of the waterway towards 
the Letpadaung Mountain by the 
Chinese Winbao Company has 
seen the waters of the Chindwin 
flood our village as soon as the 
river has overflown.” said U My-
int Htay, a resident of Tonetawk-
yaung village.

The waters of the Chindwin 
surpassed the dangerous 1,000cm 
level on Sunday, with water 

levels slowly creeping up ever 
since, reaching 1,016 on Tues-
day, according to the Department 
of Meteorology and Hydrology.

“The water has risen by 
about three feet. Families have 
left a person or two behind [to 
guard the remainder of their 
household processions] while the 
rest relocate to dryer ground with 
their livestock and household an-

imals. For the time being, we still 
haven’t received any assistance 
from any government depart-
ments concerned. 

There aren’t yet any issues 
with drinking water and people are 
cooking and eating as they need 
to.” said U Win Myint Oo, admin-
istrator of Letpadaung village tract.

Residents of Shwehla village 
have been relocating to the side 

of the Salingyi – Nyaungpingyi 
road over the last four days, tak-
ing with them their livestock of 
cattle, horses, sheep and swine. 
The numbers of displaced house-
holds beside the road is reported-
ly in the region of 200 while the 
local middle school has also been 
temporarily closed.

It is reported that water from 
the Chindwin is also beginning to 

flood into the Letpadaung Moun-
tain region villages of Tonetawk-
yaung, Alaytaw, Ywarthit and 
Alayywar.

But the verge along the road-
side will prove familiar for most 
as flooding of the Chindwin last 
year saw families from the region 
forced to seek refuge beside the 
road for nearly three weeks.— 
Myitmakha News Agency

FIFTEEN detained labour dem-
onstrators received a sentence 
of one-month imprisonment or 
a K5,000 fine for contempt of 
court from a Nay Pyi Taw Tatkon 
Township court yesterday.

The group was detained in 

the township in May for trying 
to pass barricades blocking them 
from entering Nay Pyi Taw.

The workers, from a finished 
wood products factory in Sagaing, 
are currently facing charges under 
articles 143, 147 and 505 (a) for 
unlawful assembly, disobeying the 
instruction of the police and dis-

turbing public order.
After hearing the sentence 

at the fourth hearing the workers 
voiced the disappointment at the 
decision of the court, saying they 
don’t have faith in the judiciary.

“We will go on hunger strike 
to protest against the court and 
the government”, said Ko Khaing 

Min, the leader of the protestors.
The next court hearing for 

other charges will be on 27 July.
Out of 51 labour protestors 

that were detained after their pro-
test were dispersed by police in 
mid-May, 35 returned home on 
30 May after they were found not 
guilty.

Labourers sentenced to 1 month jail or a K5,000 fine for contempt of court

Local people wade through the flood in the field in Salingyi. Photo: MyitMakha News ageNcy
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VICE President U Henry Van 
Thio, who chairs the Central 
Committee for Myanmar Nation-
al Culture, went on an inspection 
tour of the National Museum and 
the National Library in Yangon 
yesterday.

At the National Museum, 
the vice president was given a 
briefing on the number of visits 
to the museum, the interpretation 
services for tourists, cooperation 
with international institutions and 
the maintenance of the objects on 
display.

During his inspection tour, 
U Henry Van Thio also looked 
around the exhibitions of history 
and culture.

The National Museum was 
first opened in Yangon Jubilee 
Hall in 1952 before being relocat-
ed from the building (now the My-
anmar Agricultural Development 
Bank) on Pansodan street in 1970 
to the current location on Pyay 
street in 1996.

The vice president proceeded 
to the National Library on Kaba 
Aye Pagoda road, where he was 

briefed on a collection of rare 
books, cooperation with interna-
tional institutions and future plans.

The National Library started 
life in Yangon Jubilee Hall under 
the name of the “State Library” in 
1952 and then moved to a build-
ing on Pansodan street in 1962. It 
was later relocated from the City 
Hall in 1964 to the six-story office 
building on Strand road in 1984. In 
2002, it was reopened in Tamwe 
township before settling in its cur-
rent location on Kaba Aye Pagoda 
road.—Myanmar News Agency

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U 
Win Myint stressed the need to 
produce a family spirit among 
colleagues and build a genuine 
democratic nation with a full 
understanding of democratic 
values in meeting with lawmak-
ers in Magwe yesterday. 

In his address, the Speaker 
MP’s actions the importance of 
strict adherence to laws, rules, 
and regulations, saying that 
parliamentary questions and 
proposals must comply with the 
Constitution, national reconcil-
iation policy, government poli-
cies and current situations. 

It is also required that MP’s 
actions conform to the Consti-
tution and government policies 
and MPs look into the interest of 
the country and its people, add-
ed the Speaker.

He called on parliamentari-

ans to distance themselves from 
the abuse of entrusted power for 
private gain and represent the 
people of their constituencies in 
a dutiful way, attending to the 
needs of the voters to the best of 
their abilities. 

He also called for the build-
ing of a corruption-free and just 
society to strengthen the foun-
dations of democracy in the 
country.

Next, the Magwe Region 
Speaker elaborated on parlia-
mentary activities during the 
first and second Hluttaw ses-
sions, promulgation of legis-
lations, formation of parlia-
mentary committees and other 
matters. 

Then, the Speaker answered 
queries raised by parliamentari-
ans at the meeting. —Myanmar 
News Agency

Vice President U Henry Van Thio inspects 
National Museum and National Library

BASIC education schools and mo-
nastic education schools in Myan-
mar will receive financial support 
through a World Bank-supported 
project according to an official 
from the Ministry of Education 
yesterday. 

There will be different 
amounts of funding depending 
on the number of students in the 
national schools and monastic 
education school, said Deputy Di-
rector U Toe Win of Basic Educa-
tion Department of the  ministry, 
adding that all schools will receive 
grants.

The Decentralising Funding 
to Schools project is set to cover 
all basic education schools includ-
ing monastic education schools 
and schools under the University 
of Education and Sagaing Nation-
alities Youth Resource Develop-
ment University as well. 

Under the school grants pro-
gram, a school with 50 students 
will receive K400,000 while 
K800,000 is set for a school with 
100 students, K1 million for a 
school with 200 students, K1.2 
million for a schools with 300 
students, K1.4 m for a school 
with 400 students, K1.6m for a 
school with 500 students, K1.8 
m for a school with 700 students, 
K2.2 m for a school with 900 stu-

Speaker U Win Myint meets with 
lawmakers in Magwe

World Bank-supported project to provide financial support to all schools in Myanmar

dents, K2.6 m for a school with 
1,100 students, K3 m for a school 
with 1,500 students, K3.4 m for 
a school with 2,000 students and 
K3.8 m for a school with 2,500 
students.            

The project set to run for four 

years and was started during the 
2014-2015 academic year, said the 
Basic Education Department. 

Under a student stipend pro-
gram focusing on 55 townships, 
poor students who are in Grade IV 
will receive K5,000 while K8,000 

is set as a stipend for students 
in Grade I, II, III, IV and V and 
K10,000 for ninth and tenth grad-
ers. 

School heads will be allowed 
to use the cash assistance freely 
for respective requirements and all 

schools will be funded via the Ba-
sic Education Department under 
the Ministry of Education. 

According to the World 
Bank, it is planning to expand 
funding for the project by the end 
of the 2017-2018 academic year.

Thein Ko Lwin

Vice president U Henry Van Thio seen observing the Parabaits. Photo: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win Myint talking to the MPs. Photo: MNA

School children reading during lecture time at a school in TadaU, Mandalay Region. Photo: AuNg ShiNe oo
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Ma Ba Tha rails against Yangon Region
Chief Minister while urging calm

PRESIDENT U Htin Kyaw 
left Yangon yesterday to at-
tend the 11th ASEM Sum-
mit in Ulaanbaatar, Mon-
golia. 

The President was seen 
off at Yangon International 
Airport by Vice President 
U Henry Van Thio, Yan-
gon Region Chief Minister 
U Phyo Min Thein and of-
ficials. 

The 11th Asia-Europe 
Meeting hosted by Mongo-
lia coincides with the 20th 
Anniversary of the ASEM 
launched in 1996 with its in-
augural summit in Bangkok, 

THE President’s Office 
has sent letters of instruc-
tion to all government or-
ganisations ordering the 
flag of the Republic of 
the Union of Myanmar 

to be flown at half-mast 
across the country on 19 
July (Tuesday) to mark the 
69th Anniversary Arzani 
Day (Martyrs’ Day). In ad-
dition, a siren to be sound-

ed by Myanmar Radio and 
Television at 10.37 am to 
observe the time of the as-
sassination of the martyred 
leaders. It has become 
customary for motorists 

to show their respect by 
blaring their horns while 
they stop in traffic during 
the period of reflection and 
mourning.—Myanmar 
News Agency 

President U 
Htin Kyaw 
leaves for 
Mongolia to 
attend 11th 
ASEM Summit

THE Central Committee for 
the Protection of Race and 
Religion, whose local acro-
nym is Ma Ba Tha, has re-
leased an announcement on 
12 July in which it urged its 
subcommittees nationwide 
to focus on ‘peaceful mis-
sionary work’ rather than 
mobilising mass rallies in 
response to recent political 
setbacks.

Ma Ba Tha is known 
nationally and international-

ly as a provocative and out-
spoken Buddhist ultra-na-
tionalist organisation that 
promotes ideals of racial and 
religious purity. 

The announcement was 
directed to deter possible 
protests against Yangon Re-
gion Chief Minister U Phyo 
Min Thein’s comments on 
Ma Ba Tha in Singapore and 
in Yangon. The chief minis-
ter remarked that the com-
mittee was ‘unnecessary’.

Following the chief 
minister’s remarks the com-
mittee called an emergency 
meeting with leading monks 
and reached a decision to 
call the president and the 
State Counsellor to lodge 
complaints over the chief 
minister’s words.

In a recent response to 
queries by the media in con-
nection with what the chief 
minister said, Union Minis-
ter for Religious and Cultur-

al Affairs Thura U Aung Ko 
refused to comment but said 
the chief minister exercised 
his democratic right to free 
expression.

Ma Ba Tha later ap-
pealed to its subcommittees 
to remain calm in its an-
nouncement after learning 
that U Phyo Min Thein’s 
statement was a free ex-
pression of his personal 
opinion.—Myanmar News 
Agency

Flag at half-mast, siren wailing and honking for Martyrs’ Day

Union Information Minister 
meets with delegations  
from IMS/Fojo Media 
Institute, DW Akademie

VICE President U Myint 
Swe met with the Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Korea 
to Myanmar Mr. Yoo Jae 
Kyung at the Credentials 
Hall of the Presidential Pal-
ace in Nay Pyi Taw yester-
day. 

During the call the two 

representatives held discus-
sions on economic coopera-
tion between Myanmar and 
the Republic of Korea and 
further bilateral relations.  
Also present at the call were 
Deputy Minister U Khin 
Maung Tin and officials.—
Myanmar News Agency

Vice President U Myint Swe 
receives Ro K Ambassador

Vice President U Myint Swe welcomes Mr. Yoo Jae Kyung.
Photo: MNA

UNION Minister for Infor-
mation Dr Pe Myint held 
separate talks with dele-
gations from International 
Media Support-IMS, Fojo 
Media Institute and the DW 
Akademie, Germany, at his 
office in Nay Pyi Taw yes-
terday.

During the meeting 
with Ms. Petra, Qiding, 
Deputy Program Manag-
er of IMS and Fojo Media 
Institute the two represent-
atives discussed works for 
the development of Com-
munity Radio Services and 
programmes to disseminate 
knowledge regarding radio 

broadcasting.
Next the Union minister 

met with the delegation from 
DW Akademie led by My-
anmar Country Coordinator 
Ms. Isabella Kurkowski. 

The groups held talks on 
reforming Myanmar Radio 
and Television, decentrali-
sation measures on news re-
porting and broadcasting and 
the upgrading of the MRTV 
website page to enable view-
ers to watch TV programmes 
online.

Also present at the calls 
were officials from Myan-
mar Radio and Television.—
Myanmar News Agency

President U Htin Kyaw is seen off at Yangon International Airport by Vice President  
U Henry Van Thio and Yangon Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein. Photo: MNA

Thailand. 
During the 11th ASEM 

Summit, Myanmar will 
serve as the coordinators on 
the Asian side while New 

Zealand will act as the co-
ordinator on the European 
side.The Summit, being held 
as the ASEM turns 20 years 
old this year, is aimed at cre-

ating opportunities in Asia 
and Europe and laying down 
foundations for future devel-
opment, sources said.—My-
anmar News Agency
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A THREE wheeled motor-
cycle collided head on with 
a 12 -wheel vehicle on the 
Yangon-Mandalay road, near 
Nunneera village, Kyaukda-
ga Township, Bago region, on 
Tuesday, leaving five dead and 

eleven injured.
The motorcycle, being driv-

en by one Paya Kat, alias Baja, 
29, with 16 female farmers on 
board, crashed into the 12 wheel 
vehicle being driven by Wai Lin 
Htet, 25. 

The reason for collision is 
not known yet.

The accident killed five 
passengers while eleven others 
including the driver were in-
jured seriously. Police are in-
vestigating.— Ko Lwin (Swa)

car accident kills 5, injures 11

A combined investigation team 
comprising policemen from 
Mong Phyat police station 
seized ownerless illegal gold 
digging machines in Nam Lon 
creek near Hsit Gaung village, 
Mong Phyat township on 11 
July.

Acting on a tip-off, the po-
lice discovered on the raft 25 

HP engines and other 13 items 
which are used in digging gold 
when the police arrived at the 
scene. 

The police reported the 
matter to Township Manage-
ment Committee. 

The police are investigat-
ing the case.— Shaw La Mon 
(IPRD)

ownerless illegal gold digging 
machines seized 
in Nam Lon creek

 A man jumped down from a 
motel in Myawady town, Kayin 
state on 10 July. U Thiha Win 
alias Ko Maung, 42, from South 
Dagon township, Yangon ar-
rived at the motel on 6 July.  U 
Thiha Win is said to quarrel with 

his wife over the phone. This 
argument is believed to make 
him over drunk in his room. He 
jumped down from his room to 
commit suicide under the influ-
ence of liquor. 

U Thiha Win was serious-

ly injured in the fall and he is 
taking medical treatement at 
district general hospital. Police 
are still investigating the case 
and have taken action against 
him.— Tin Win Hlaing (Kawka-
reik)

Man attempted to commit suicide by 
jumping down from the motel

THE natural environment of My-
anmar including the life of birds 
will be featured at a photo exhi-
bition scheduled to take place in 
Yangon this month.

The collective event 
will showcase between  
23 and 24 July at Royal Rose (Taw 
Win Hnin Zi) Hall under the su-
pervision of a local team of bird  
conservationists and natural 
environment enthusiasts. The 
event will feature the life of na-
tive birds, bird ecosystems and 
the challenges in conservation of 
birds and other wildlife.

Several educative talks 
about the life and challenges of 
rare birds, which are in danger of 
extinction, will be held during the 
two-day event. The major purpose 

of the exhibition is to raise aware-
ness of the conservation of birds  
and the natural environment 
among audiences, one of event 
organisers said.  Birds play a 
crucial role in balancing the eco-
system. Some species are facing 
extinction, said an executive 
member of the team.

The organiser invites enthu-
siastic photographers to show-
case their own works. All works 
will be displayed for sale during 
the two-day event. According 
to a survey, Myanmar has more 
than 1,000 recorded bird spe-
cies, seven of which are endemic 
birds, 114 bird species are glob-
ally threatened or near-threat-
ened and 186 bird species are 
waterbirds.—YCDC

exhibition aims to showcase
Myanmar’s natural world

The three-wheeler being seen after the accident. Photo: Ko Lwin (Swa)

ownerless illegal gold digging machines seized on the raft. 
Photo: Shaw La Mon (iPRD)

Myanmar’s natural world.
Photo: YCDC

NEW RBE railway coaches will 
begin running along the Taik-
kyi-Insein-Taikkyi train route in 
Yangon this month with the aim 
of providing better and faster 
transportation services for Yan-
gon commuters, according to 
Myanma Railways.

The new RBE (DMUs) 
trains are set to start operating on 
Thursday, 21 July.

Under the new schedule, No. 
66 down train will leave Taikkyi 
railway station at 6.45 a.m and 
arrive at 8.35 a.m at Insein sta-

tion. No. 65 up train is planned 
to leave Insein Station at 5.30 
p.m. and enter Tiakkyi Station at 
7.15 p.m. The new coaches will 
stop at each station including 
Padauktan, Phugyi, Letpadansu, 
Wanetchaung, Hmawby, Hlawga 
and Danyingon stations located 
between the two target points. 
MR has set a fare price of K200 
per commuter travelling between 
Insein and Hmawby stations and 
K300 for the trip between In-
sein and Taikkyi stations. The 
set price between Taikkyi and 

Hmawby is K200 and K300 for 
the whole route (Taikkyi-Insein).

With the aim of offering 
modernised railway service to 
help ease traffic congestion, MR 
is running public transport ser-
vices with 14 new RBE large-
sized coaches plus nine small 
coaches for 215 round trips a 
day. According to official figures 
issued by Myanma Railways, 
over 70,000 people, including 
fair-income citizens in Yangon, 
are using the circular trains every 
day.—Soe Win (MLA)

one of the new RBe coaches which will run between Taikkyi and Insein stations this month being seen. 
Photo: Soe win (MLa)

RBe trains to run between Taikkyi, Insein this month
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CMP garment industry eyes US, Canadian and Russian markets
MyanMar garment factories 
with Cutting-Making and Pack-
ing (CMP) systems plan to ex-
pand their markets to america, 
Canada and russia, said an of-
ficial from Myanmar Garments 
Entrepreneurs’ association. My-
anmar’s main markets currently 
are Japan, South Korea and the 
EU

Myanmar is making a con-
certed effort to boost its export 
products focusing mainly on its 
garment and industrial sectors. 
Myanmar’s garment industry op-
erates on a CMP system, earning 
the sector US$1.6bn in the 2015-
16 Financial year. 

about 1,500 garment facto-
ries are expected to be operating 
by 2025, creating an estimated 
one million jobs. Myanmar’s gar-
ment industry is planning to turn 
to an FOB system where the gar-
ment factories produce and ex-
ported their own products. 

Myanmar garment industry 
earned US$912m in 2012. The 
industry is expected to earn US$8 
-10 bn this decade.—Myawady

JaPan’s nTT Communica-
tions Corp. announced Wednes-
day it has begun offering high-
speed Internet connections for 
enterprises throughout Myan-
mar’s commercial capital yan-
gon, after receiving a network 
service license from the govern-
ment.

The company is offering 
the service, Digi-Path Premier, 
to provide reliable, high-speed 
Internet connections for enter-
prises throughout the yangon 
area, the nippon Telegraph and 
Telephone Corp. subsidiary 
said in a statement.

The service offers ded-
icated circuits starting from 
bandwidth of 1Mbps, to con-
nect enterprises with nTT 
Communications’ global In-
ternet network with options in-
cluding global IP address, web 
hosting, mail hosting, rental 
routers, managed firewalls, In-
ternet VPN and file transfers, 
it said.

It said its new service in 
yangon would ensure highly 
reliable communication envi-
ronment, prompt delivery, and 
around-the-clock network mon-
itoring.

Meanwhile, Manabu Ka-

hara, president of nTT Com-
munications (Thailand) Co., 
told reporters in yangon that 
his company will start a small 
or medium-sized data center in 
yangon in cooperation with a 
local partner in order to provide 
advanced IT services to its cus-
tomers in Myanmar.

In Southeast asia, nTT 
Communications is also pro-
viding Internet connections to 
enterprises on in Singapore, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Vietnam and Cambodia.

Since the beginning of My-
anmar’s transition from military 
to democratic rule in 2011, an 
increasing number of multi-
national enterprises are enter-
ing the country’s market and 
creating demand for reliable 
high-quality Internet connec-
tion services.

nTT Communications 
opened its branch in yangon in 
2012.

according to earlier sur-
veys, the number of Internet us-
ers in Myanmar, mainly through 
mobile phones, could reach 
more than 38 million, out of a 
total population of more than 
51 million, by the end of this 
year.—Kyodo News

Employees work at a production line of a garment factory in Hlinethaya Industrial Zone. Photo: Aye Min Soe

TELECOMPany Viettel is ex-
pected to partner with Myanmar 
national Telecom Holding to 
become the fourth telecommu-
nication operator, according to 
an official from the Ministry of 
Transport and Communication. 

Viettel is allowed to invest 
only 49 per cent unlike Ooredoo 
and Telenor which have been 
granted the right to make a one 

hundred per cent investment. 
Myanmar national Telecom 

Holding is formed by 11 local 
public companies. The local con-
sortium is said to be holding a 51 
per cent share in the cooperation. 
Currently, Viettel and Myanmar 
national Telecom Holding have 
been negotiating the establish-
ment of a joint venture.

The government will sub-

sidise the installation of 1,000 
telecommunication towers and 
8,100-mile-long fiber cables un-
der the name of the Star High 
Public Company with a share of 
28 per cent, it is reported. 

Currently, there are three 
operators in Myanmar: Myan-
mar Post and Telecommunica-
tion (MPT), Telenor and Oore-
doo.—200

FISHEry exports are expected 
to earn US$700 million this fiscal 
year, it is reported. Meeting the 
target requires concerted effort 
on the part of all stakeholders, 
said an official from Myanmar 
Fishery Federation (MFF). 

During the previous fiscal 

year Myanmar was not able to 
reach its target for fishery ex-
ports, set at US$ 700 million, but 
earned US$502.8 million. 

“We expect to earn US$700 
million from fishery exports this 
year through both border trade 
camps and normal trade. We 

need to boost fishery production 
and extend the market. We also 
need the government’s subsidies 
to meet the target and to devel-
op fish farming businesses” said 
U Han Tun from the MFF at a 
meeting held on Tuesday.—My-
int Maung Soe  (MMAL)

NTT Communications 
to offer broadband 
service in Yangon

Viettel to cooperate with Myanmar National 
Telecom Holding to become fourth operator

SCULPTUrES are calling for 
aid to help save one of Myan-
mar’s traditional arts and crafts, 
said U Zawgyi, an expert artisan, 
adding that the SMEs and artists 
have been neglected by authori-
ties and donor organisations. 

“The raw materials are scarce 
and expensive, and so, the sculp-

tors need the monetary assistance. 
If they are continued to be neglect-
ed, they will find it difficult to earn 
a living,” said U Zawgyi. 

The wood utilized in sculp-
ture has become scarce and so the 
cost is high; some artists engaged 
in sculpturing are not doing well. 
Currently, the sales of sculptured 

toys have remarkably declined - 
the business is dependent only on 
the tourists.

“assistance is required in or-
der for the sculpture business not 
to fade away. The artisans are do-
ing this business because of their 
love for the art of sculpture, con-
tinued U Zawgyi.—200

Sculpture business needs aid

Fishery exports expected to fetch US$700 million this FY
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LDP to regain upper house 
majority for 1st time in 27 years

Undated photo shows House of Councillors member 
Tatsuo Hirano, who was reconstruction minister in 2012 
under the government led by the then Democratic Party of 
Japan. Photo: Kyodo News

TOKYO  — Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party is set to regain 
a majority of upper house 
seats for the first time in 27 
years after an independent 
member submitted an appli-
cation to join the party, LDP 
lawmakers said Wednesday.

Tatsuo Hirano, who has 
held a seat in the Iwate pre-
fectural constituency since 
2001 and was reconstruc-
tion minister in 2012 under 
the government led by the 
Democratic Party of Japan, 
told reporters, “Japan now 
needs continuity of policies. 
What the LDP is doing is not 
wrong. I want to contribute 
to Iwate and Japan as a law-
maker of the LDP.”

LDP Secretary General 
Sadakazu Tanigaki asked 
Hirano to join the ruling par-
ty during talks on Tuesday.

Hirano’s switch to the 
LDP could give Abe more 
power to push his “Abenom-
ics” monetary policies and 
achieve his ultimate goal of 
revising Japan’s 70-year-
old Constitution for the 
first time. Along with other 
lawmakers supportive of re-
vising the postwar Constitu-
tion, the LDP and its junior 

coalition partner Komeito 
won a two-thirds majority in 
Sunday’s upper house elec-
tion, but the LDP itself fell 
short of an overall majori-
ty by just one seat. Hirano, 
whose seat was not contest-
ed in the election, previously 
left the DPJ in April 2013 
and became an independent.

Hirano’s joining the 
LDP means that the pro-con-
stitutional revision parties 
— the ruling bloc, Initiatives 

from Osaka and Party for 
the Japanese Kokoro — will 
have 162 of the 242 House 
of Councillors seats. In order 
to propose a constitutional 
amendment and call a na-
tional plebiscite on the mat-
ter, the support of two-thirds 
of both houses of the parlia-
ment is required.  The ruling 
parties already hold such a 
majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives, or lower house. 
—Kyodo News

Philippines says open to talks with 
China on South China Sea ruling
MANILA — The Philip-
pines is open to discussions 
with China on implement-
ing the landmark decision 
by a UN-backed arbitral 
tribunal on the South China 
Sea dispute involving the 
two countries among oth-
ers, Foreign Secretary Per-
fecto Yasay said Wednes-
day.

A day after the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration 
in The Hague issued its 
stunning ruling invalidating 
China’s “nine-dash line” 
by which Beijing claims 
almost all of the South Chi-
na Sea, Yasay told a radio 
interview that the Philip-
pine government “will be 
formulating the succeeding 
steps in making sure that 
the decision...will be peace-
fully implemented.”

“We are open to mak-
ing sure that we will have 
bilateral talks with China in 
the implementation of this 
decision of the arbitral tri-
bunal,” Yasay said.

Aside from striking 
down China’s claim to 
sovereignty over the re-
source-rich body of water 
that is also an important 
route of international trade, 
the five-member tribunal 

also found some features in 
the South China Sea being 
claimed by China as actu-
ally being within the exclu-
sive economic zone of the 
Philippines.

The ruling also said 
China violated the Philip-
pines’ sovereign rights by 
interfering with Philippine 
fishing and petroleum ex-
ploration, construction of 
artificial islands, and de-
struction of marine envi-
ronment.

In a statement issued 
Wednesday, former Pres-
ident Benigno Aquino, 
under whose term the ar-
bitration case was filed, 
suggested that “instead of 
viewing this decision as a 
victory of one party over 
another, the best way to 
look at this judgment is that, 
it is a victory for all.”

“I say this because the 
clarity rendered now estab-
lishes better conditions that 
enable countries to engage 
each other, bearing in mind 
their duties and rights with-
in a context that espouses 
equality and amity,” Aqui-
no, who ended his six year-
term on 30 June  said.

“Without doubt, this 
long-running dispute is 

now closer to having a per-
manent solution,” he added.

Acknowledging and 
thanking the efforts of the 
Aquino administration “in 
making sure that we get this 
kind of ruling by our arbi-
tral tribunal,” Yasay said 
the next step is to “move 
forward and let diplomacy 
reign.”

“Now is the time for 
diplomacy to reign again, 
to make sure that our dip-
lomatic options and initia-
tives will not be prevented 
or undermined, so that we 
can peacefully implement 
the decision of the arbitral 
tribunal,” he said.

Yasay disclosed that 
even before the decision 
was issued, Manila and 
Beijing committed to each 
other not to take “provoca-
tive actions.”

Asked on the particu-
lar impact of the decision 
on Filipino fishermen who 
were previously barred by 
China at the Scarborough 
Shoal, which lies just 124 
nautical miles from the 
coast of Philippine main is-
land of Luzon, Yasay said: 
“Now, I think, there is no 
basis for anyone to prevent 
fishermen from fishing, to 

continue fishing in these 
traditional fishing grounds.”

Yasay, who is a lawyer 
by training, said that based 
on his understanding of 
the decision, Scarborough 
Shoal has been declared as 
“a common fishing ground 
of fishermen, including 
from the Philippines, Viet 
Nam and China.”

“So, my understanding 
of this decision is, it’s im-
portant for us to immediate-
ly have an agreement with 
countries concerned how to 
mutually benefit in so far as 
these fishing grounds are 
concerned,” Yasay said.

Philippine Defence 
Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na said there are plans for 
consultations with member 
countries of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations 
on what steps the Philip-
pines should take in light of 
the ruling.

“The community of 
nations, the ASEAN, has 
supported us in our plead-
ing,” Lorenzana, a retired 
military official, said while 
highlighting that the land-
mark decision affects not 
just the Philippines but 
other claimant countries as 
well.—Kyodo News

Unemployed man charged 
with murdering Cambodian 
government critic
PHNOM PENH — A 
Cambodian court on 
Wednesday charged an 
unemployed man with 
murdering prominent 
government critic and ac-
tivist Kem Ley, who was 
gunned down in broad 
daylight at a shop in the 
capital Phnom Penh.

Kem Ley’s death 
comes amid rising po-
litical tensions between 
veteran Prime Minister 
Hun Sen and an opposi-
tion hoping to challenge 
his grip on power at 
local elections in 2017 
and national elections 
in 2018.

The Phnom Penh 
city court charged Chuop 
Somlap, 38, with the 
premeditated murder of 
Kem Key, 46, the found-
er of grassroots advo-
cacy group “Khmer for 
Khmer”, deputy prose-
cutor Ly Sophana told 
reporters.

He was also charged 
with the illegal posses-

sion of a weapon and 
another unidentified per-
son was charged with the 
illegal sale of a weapon 
to Chuop Somlap, Ly 
Sophana said.

Chuop Somlap was 
arrested shortly after the 
shooting on Sunday. In 
a police video he claims 
to have killed the popu-
lar political commenta-
tor over a $3,000 debt.

Members of Cambo-
dia’s opposition and ac-
tivists have been jailed in 
recent months on charges 
they say were trumped 
up by the government as 
part of a crackdown to 
mute critics ahead of the 
elections.

Many of Kem Ley’s 
supporters said the mur-
der was political and 
were sceptical of the 
reason given for the 
killing.

Kem Ley’s family 
said the activist did not 
owe money, adding that 
they now feared for their 

safety.
“If I continue to live 

in Cambodia, it’s not 
safe,” Kem Ley’s wife 
Bou Rachana said.

While Chuop Som-
lap’s wife said her hus-
band was a poor, unem-
ployed man and would 
not have had such a large 
amount of money to 
lend. “He has never had 
that much money,” she 
said.

Kem Ley was a fre-
quent critic of Hun Sen, 
whose more than 30 
years grip on power has 
been challenged by the 
rise of the opposition 
Cambodia Nation Res-
cue Party (CNRP).

His most recent cri-
tique was a commentary 
on a report by anti-cor-
ruption pressure group 
Global Witness, which 
accused the prime min-
ister and his family of 
having amassed $200 
million in business in-
terests.—Reuters
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Deputy head of the State Council Information Office Guo Weimin (L) speaks at a press conference on the 
white paper titled “China Adheres to the Position of Settling Through Negotiation the Relevant Disputes 
Between China and the Philippines in the South China Sea” in Beijing, capital of China, on 13 July, 2016. 
The Chinese government on Wednesday issued the white paper. Photo: Xinhua

China issues white paper 
on settling disputes with 
Philippines
BEIJING — The Chinese gov-
ernment on Wednesday issued 
a white paper titled “China Ad-
heres to the Position of Settling 
Through Negotiation the Rele-
vant Disputes Between China 
and the Philippines in the South 
China Sea.”

“The Philippines’ territo-
rial claim over part of Nansha 
Qundao is groundless from the 
perspectives of either history or 
international law,” said the docu-
ment issued by the State Council 
Information Office.

The core of the relevant 
disputes between China and the 
Philippines in the South China 
Sea lies in the territorial issues 
caused by the Philippines’ in-
vasion and illegal occupation of 
some islands and reefs of China’s 
Nansha Qundao (the Nansha Is-
lands), it said.

In addition, with the devel-
opment of the international law 
of the sea, a maritime delimita-
tion dispute also arose between 
the two states regarding certain 
sea areas of the South China Sea, 
it added.

The two countries held mul-
tiple rounds of consultations on 
the proper management of dis-
putes at sea and reached consen-
sus on resolving through negotia-
tion and consultation the relevant 
disputes, which has been repeat-
edly reaffirmed in a number of 

bilateral documents, according to 
the white paper.

In 2013, the then govern-
ment of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines unilaterally initiated the 
South China Sea arbitration.

By doing so, the Philippines 
has violated its standing agree-
ment with China to settle the rel-
evant disputes through bilateral 
negotiation, has violated China’s 
right to choose means of dispute 
settlement of its own will as a 
State Party to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS), and has abused 
the UNCLOS dispute settlement 
procedures, it said.

“The Arbitral Tribunal es-
tablished at the Philippines’ uni-
lateral request has no jurisdiction 
over relevant submissions, and 
awards rendered by it are null and 
void and have no binding force,” 
said the document.

“China’s territorial sover-
eignty and maritime rights and 
interests in the South China Sea 
shall under no circumstances be 
affected by those awards. Chi-
na does not accept or recognise 
those awards. China opposes and 
will never accept any claim or 
action based on those awards,” it 
added.

The white paper, consisting 
of more than 20,000 Chinese 
characters, also explained that 
Nanhai Zhudao (the South China 

Sea Islands), are China’s inherent 
territory, saying the activities of 
the Chinese people in the South 
China Sea date back to over 
2,000 years ago.

China is the first to have dis-
covered, named, and explored 
and exploited Nanhai Zhudao 
and relevant waters, and the first 
to have continuously, peacefully 
and effectively exercised sover-
eignty and jurisdiction over them.

“China’s sovereignty over 
Nanhai Zhudao and relevant 
rights and interests in the South 
China Sea have been established 
in the long course of history, and 
are solidly grounded in history 
and law,” it said.

China abides by the purpos-
es and principles of the Char-
ter of the United Nations and is 
committed to upholding and pro-
moting international rule of law. 
It respects and acts in accordance 
with international law, the white 
paper said.

While firmly safeguarding 
its territorial sovereignty and 
maritime rights and interests, 
China adheres to the position of 
settling disputes through negotia-
tion and consultation and manag-
ing differences through rules and 
mechanisms, it added.

“China endeavors to achieve 
win-win outcomes through mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation, and is 

committed to making the South 
China Sea a sea of peace, cooper-
ation and friendship,” it said.

China is committed to main-
taining peace and stability in the 
South China Sea with other coun-
tries in the region and upholding 
the freedom of navigation and 
overflight in the South China Sea 
enjoyed by other countries under 
international law, according to 
the white paper.

In the white paper, China 
urges countries outside this re-
gion to respect the efforts in this 
regard by countries in the region 
and to play a constructive role in 
maintaining peace and stability in 
the South China Sea. —Xinhua

South Korea announces site for US missile defence system

SEOUL — Seongju County in 
South Korea’s North Gyeong-
sang Province has been chosen 
as the site for deployment of an 
advanced US antimissile defence 
system, South Korean Deputy 
Defence Minister Ryu Je Seung 
said Wednesday.

“Defence ministers (of South 
Korea and the US) approved 

Seongju as the best site for the 
deployment, which maximizes 
military efficiency, guarantees 
safety for local residents, and 
also doesn’t cause health and en-
vironmental effects,” Ryu said in 
a prepared statement.

He said the decision on the 
site selection was made after a 
joint survey by South Korea and 

South Korean Defense Ministry’s Deputy Minister Yoo Jeh-seung (R) 
shakes hands with the commander of US Forces Korea’s Eighth Army 
Lieutenant General Thomas Vandal after a news conference about de-
ploying the Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) anti-missile 
system, at the Defence Ministry in Seoul, South Korea, on 8 July, 2016. 
Photo: ReuteRs

the United States on various 
candidate sites.

Seongju County is located 
in the country’s south central re-
gion, about 275 kilometres from 
the North Korean border.

The two countries on Fri-
day last week announced the 
decision to place the Terminal 
High Altitude Area Defence 
(THAAD) system in the South 
to counter North Korea’s nucle-
ar and missile threats.

THAAD is designed to in-
tercept ballistic missiles flying at 
high altitudes inside and outside 
the atmosphere.

North Korea issued a strong 
warning against the deployment 
in a statement on Monday by the 
Artillery Bureau of the Gener-
al Staff of the Korean People’s 
Army. It warned it will “take a 
physical counter-action to thor-
oughly control THAAD, aggres-
sion means of the US for world 
domination, from the moment 
its location and place have been 
confirmed in South Korea.”

China and Russia have also 
strongly opposed the deploy-
ment on grounds it could pose 
serious threats to their strategic 
security.—Kyodo News

NEW DELHI — India’s Su-
preme Court ruled on Wednes-
day that the government’s impo-
sition of direct rule in a remote 
northeastern state was illegal, 
and the dislodged opposition 
Congress party should return to 
power immediately.

The government imposed 
so-called president’s rule in 
Arunachal Pradesh, a vast but 
sparsely populated state border-
ing China, in January after the 
Congress party that had been 
ruling there suffered splits which 
the government believed left it 
unable to govern.

The court’s order for the re-
instatement of Congress rule in 
the state is a blow to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s ambition 
of expanding the influence of his 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 
the underdeveloped northeast.

“This court quashes the im-
position of president’s rule in 
Arunachal Pradesh,” a five-judge 

constitution bench said in its rul-
ing, calling the Congress party’s 
dismissal “illegal and unconsti-
tutional”.

Congress, whose power 
base has shrunk across India 
since the BJP won a landslide 
general election in 2014, also 
saw its rule reinstated in May in 
Uttarakhand, another state where 
president’s rule had been im-
posed as Modi’s party attempted 
to wrest control.

The BJP scored its first state 
election victory in the northeast 
in May when it won in Assam, 
the region’s most populous state, 
in a sign of its growing influence 
beyond its traditional heartland.

Congress is run by the fa-
bled Gandhi dynasty that has led 
the world’s largest democracy 
for most of its existence but now 
rules only a handful of India’s 
29 states, including in Arunachal 
Pradesh, home to 1.38 million 
people.—Reuters

India’s top court 
deals blow to Modi’s 
ambitions in northeast
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Hub with care
HUB literally means centre 

of an activity or network. 
Functionally, it acts as a 

nerve centre providing some-
thing essential or coordinating 
the others in its network with re-
gard to a particular area of inter-
est e.g. finance, medicine, educa-
tion, transport and information 
technology etc. A hub can be put 
into a geographical context such 
as global, regional or national 
depending on its level of signifi-
cance and dominance.

Status to be a hub is usually 
associated with some or all of 
those attributes such as wealth, 
top-notch services, sound legal 
and regulatory landscape, good 
human resource management, 
customer friendliness and histor-
ical significance.  Besides being a 
financial booster, as ‘hub-status’ 
also means prestige, understand-
ably it is usually regarded as 
something worth striving for al-
though not easy to attain and a 
lot more difficult to maintain.

Logically, who to be labelled 
as hub should mainly be the busi-
ness and interest of its customers 

and peers.  However, nowadays 
tradition of ranking the competi-
tors by a third party such as a 
think-tank or consultancy agen-
cy sometimes can possibly turn 
the game into some form of com-
mercialization or political play.  
One should also keep the fingers 
crossed and pray that ‘media 
won’t add the colours to it’.  Oth-
erwise, things can become mis-
leading for the customers.

Although ‘hub-status’ gen-
erally serves as a reward to the 
holder, there is no guarantee that 
it is always on bright side.  One 
of the potential downsides is pos-
sible conflict with the interest of 
its own community.  A good ex-
ample can be competition for 
limited healthcare resources be-
tween overseas patients seeking 
treatments and local patients. 
Therefore, carefully thought-out 
policies safeguarding the interest 
of its own population while main-
taining reputation as a medical 
hub ought to be in place before 
enjoying the fruits of medical 
tourism industry.  

The other potential risk of 

being a hub is ‘unwanted 
hub-status’.  To describe it, one 
should imagine a context where a 
society or a country with unique 
policy permissive to a particular 
service to fulfill its own local 
need may inadvertently open the 
floodgates for overseas patients 
who are unable to seek that par-
ticular service in their own coun-
try due to some reasons e.g. legal 
restrictions, unless there are pre-
ventive measures such as policy 
and legislative safeguards in 
place.  Good examples for such 
services are abortion and surro-
gacy whereby a woman rents her 
womb to another woman to give 
birth on her behalf for medical 
or non-medical reasons and with 
or without a fee for her service.  
The irony of such scenario is that 
it will be very easy and spontane-
ous to become a hub without a 
usual hard fight.

 Even though without involv-
ing the risks mentioned above 
and something really looks 
peaceful, universal and spiritual, 
it could still impose some level of 
risks to the society once it pos-

sesses a hub-status.  Please take 
Myanmar as an example.  As of 
now, despite huge potential of 
development in near future, My-
anmar is not yet a hub in any of 
the sectors mentioned earlier.  
However, Myanmar has a unique 
status in the world as a hub of 
Theravada Buddhism.  Neither 
like a medical hub with the issue 
of conflicts for limited resources, 
nor like a financial hub with 
huge risks of money laundering, 
but it has been experiencing its 
own unique risks of potential 
conflicts between different reli-
gions which is really detrimental 
to the society and could seriously 
hamper its development poten-
tials.

To conclude, though it is not 
a concrete and easy way-out to 
the issues mentioned, status of 
hub should always be coupled 
with carefully thought-out poli-
cies, legislations and more im-
portantly, with involvement of 
the government and the entire 
society to safeguard its own in-
terest.  Therefore, it is good to be 
a hub, but always with due care.    

Aung Myint Oo

Ba Sein 
(Religious Affairs)

Monastic education schools and monastic
institutions in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Monastic education 
schools and monastic 
institutions have been 

existing in Myanmar during the 
periods of the successive Myan-
mar Kings since thousand years 
ago. as you know, Myanmar has 
been a theravada Buddhist coun-
try since then. over 90 percett of 
population of Myanmar believe in 
Buddhism and they all are Bud-
dhists. there is no Myanmar king 
that does not carry out the purifi-
cation, perpetutation and propaga-
tion of the Buddha sasana 
throughout the country. the 
countless number of shrines and 
pagodas built and constructed by 
successive Myanmar Kings can be 
seen all over the country till now. 
there is at least a monastery in 
every village throughout the coun-
try. the Myanmar Buddhist chil-
dren of ancient time have only to 
go to monaststery at their village 
becsuse there were no academic 
modern schools at that time . Most 
of Myanmar nationals of ancient 
time educated from the monaster-
ies or the monastic education 
schools. there were many famous 
and learned monks and people 
who were well-educated from the 

monastic education schools all 
over the country. the British 
countial imperialists invaded and 
occupied Myanmar after fighting 
three invading wars.

the British colonial Govern-
ment ruled the whole Myanmar 
for one hundred years and op-
pressed Myanmar nationals by 
divisive rule. on other-hand, they 
persuaded Myanmar nationals to 
be liveve in other religious lead-
ing to overwhelm the Buddhism, 
the primitive religion of Myanmar 
nationals. the monastic education 
schools and monastic institutions 
throughout Myanmar became 
weak and faint because they were 
not encouraged and supported by 
the British colonial Government 
at all. However, some of farsight-
ed and learned Myanmar chief 
Monks (Maha theras)and 
lay-devotees managed to continue 
keeping up the monastic educa-
tion schools and the monastic in-
stitutions throughout the country. 
at present, there are altoghther 
over fifty-one thousand monaster-
ises and over fifteenthousand mo-
nastic education schools all over 
the Union of Myanmar. over six-
teen hundred thousand monks 
(members of the sangha) and 
twenty three haundred thousand 
novices (samerneras) are dwell-
ing at these monasteries and learn-

ing the Buddhast scriptures (the 
Pariyatti Education) which main-
ly lead to the prurfication, perpet-
uation and propagation of the 
Buddha sasana in the Universe.

and now, the Ministry of Re-
ligious affairs of the Government 
of the Union of Myanmar is en-
couraging and supporting the mo-
nastic education schools thought 
out the state and regions in the 
Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar under the guidance3 of the 
state sanghamahanayaka com-
mittee of the Republic of the Un-
ion of Myanmar. the main aims 
and objectives of the Monastic 
Education schools are to uplift of 
morale and morality of the young 
generations and to understand 
well the real, basic essence of the 
Buddhism, and Myanmar culture 
and traditions which handed down 
through ancient Myanmar genera-
tions. it is found that most of My-
anmar young generations of today 
do not know and understand the 
real basic essence of Buddhism 
and the ancient coulture and tradi-
tions of Myanmar. in fact Myan-
mar culture and traditions mainly 
depend on the culture of Bud-
dhism. For the time being, many 
young novices, boys and girls are 
attending the monastic education 
shoots all over the country.

During the periods of the 

British colonial Government, the 
monastic education schools 
throughout Myanmar faded out 
and nearly disappeared for not be-
ing encouraged and supported by 
the British colonial authorities 
concerned. after Myanmar had 
regained her independence in 
1948, some of the farsighted 
learned chief monks, lay devotees 
and the Government of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar 
tried to re-introduce the monastic 
education schools. But they were 
not completely successful because 
of confuse and unstable political 
situation of those days. and so, 
many young new generations of 
those days were not able to go to 
monastic education schools for 
learning the real basic essence of 
the Buddhism and the ancient 
Myanmar culture and traditions. 
Hence, most of Myanmar young 
generation who were born in those 
days did not know well and under-
stand the basic essence of Bud-
dhism and Myanmar culture and 
traditions.

We can see vividly and clear-
ly that ruthless and cruel activities 
of killing and beheading innocent 
people by destructive elements 
broke out in the period of 1988 
destructive . it is learnt that the de-
structin;e elements who commit-
ted these crimes are most young 

people who do not know the basic 
essence of the Buddhism and My-
anmar culture and traditions.

according to the bitter and 
cruel experience of 1988 distur-
bance, the state Law and order 
Restoration council of the Union 
of Myanmar of the time decided 
to encourage and support the mo-
nastic education schools which 
lead to cultivate the young new 
generation to become good, gen-
tle and polite in future. Besides, 
the Monastic institutions, the 
main centres for the Pariyatti 
sasana (learning canonical texts 
of the Buddha) which lead to the 
purification, perpetuation and 
propagation of the Buddha sasana 
have been more supported and en-
couraged by the Government of 
the state Law and order Restora-
tion coucil of the Union of Myan-
mar of the time since 18 septem-
ber 1988.

an old saying goes, “When-
ever religion is pure, the society 
prospers”. the situation of the na-
tion is well-developed and pros-
perous. when the members of the 
order (Bhikkhsu) unanimously 
perform and practice the law and 
fulfill their religious duties. It is 
further learnt that there are alto-
gether 1568 Monastic education 
schools in the Republic of the Un-
ion of Myanmar.



national 914 July 2016

The Myanmar Police Force is 
implementing public awareness 
activities to better help the pop-
ulace avoid becoming victims of 
trafficking. The MPF is also tak-
ing severe legal action against 
caught traffickers as part of its 
100-day plan being implement-
ed between 1 May and 8 August. 
The Police gave educational 
talks on human trafficking in 
Zabuthiri Township in Nay Pyi 
Taw, at Sanchaung and Thanlyin 
Townships in Yangon Region, 
Waimaw and Myitkyina Town-
ships in Kachin State, Kalay 
twon in Sagaing Region, Kun-
hein town and Tachilek Town-
ship in Shan State on Tuesday.

At the talks, members of 

sections and companies of the 
Myanmar Anti-human Traf-
ficking Police Force elaborated 
the definitions of human traf-
ficking and human smuggling, 
how to recognise the signs that 
someone might be a victim of 
human trafficking, methods 
of recruitment used by human 
traffickers, the types of human 
trafficking in Myanmar and the 
prevention of violence against 
women.

The police force gave out 
education pamphlets to 3,210 
students, 100 trainees from the 
course for anti-narcotic drugs 
and members of the public who 
attended the ceremony.—Myan-
mar Police Force

Anti-Human Trafficking Police Force
give educational talks on human 
trafficking across the country

Anti-Human Trafficking Police giving education pamphlets to the  
attendees. Photo: MPF

MYANMAR has taken note of the award made by the  
Arbitral Tribunal under Annex VII to the 1982 United  
Nations Conventions on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) on 
Tuesday, 12 July, 2016. We are now studying the impact of 
the Award and its possible repercussions within our region and 
beyond. 

Although Myanmar is not a claimant state, we attach great 
importance to developments in the South China Sea. We have 
been consistent in calling for and supporting all endeavours 
to promote a peaceful resolution of disputes through friendly 
consultations and negotiations in accordance with universally 
recognised principles of international law including the 1982 
UNCLOS. 

Myanmar urges all parties to exercise restraint with regard 
to activities that could increase tension and to refrain from 
threats or use of force.

As a member of the rules-based ASeAN, Myanmar is 
committed to the principle of rule of law in the conduct of 
foreign relations throughout the international community.

Myanmar will continue to work with ASEAN Member 
States and China for the full and effective implementation, 
based on consensus, of the Declaration on the Conduct of Par-
ties in the South China Sea (DOC) and the early conclusion of 
the Code of Conduct in the South China Sea (COC).

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Nay Pyi Taw  

Myanmar’s statement on the 
Award of the Arbitral Tribunal
on the South China Sea 
under Annexure VII of UNCLOS
13 July 2016

COMMANDeR-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General 
Min Aung hlaing encouraged 
flood victims from MyaukU and 
Kyauktaw townships in Rakhine 
State yesterday, calling for over-
coming the challenges posed by 
the current disaster with the unity 
between them and the Tatmadaw.

he also pledged that the 
Tatmadaw would participate in 

disaster preparedness and relief 
efforts in the state.

At the meeting with flood 
disasters in Myauk U and Kyauk-
taw, the Senior General handed 
over relief aids donated by fam-
ilies of the armed forces to the 
local peoples.

he also pledged that the Tat-
madaw would assist in the culti-
vation of rice in summer season 

as the rice cultivation in the rainy 
season is hit by the floods.

he also urged the local farm-
ers to make more effort for grow-
ing rice in the summer. 

During his visit to Kyauk-
taw, Commander-in-Chief of 
Defence Services also met with 
senior military officers and other 
ranks and their families.—Myan-
mar News Agency

Army chief hands over relief aids to 
floods victims in Rakhine State

The 47-member State Sangha 
Maha Nayaka Committee held 
its plenary session at the Wiz-
aya Dhamma hall on the Kaba 
Aye hill yesterday, attracting its 
Chairman Sayadaw Dr Bhaddan-
ta Kumarabhivamsa and Union 
Minister for Religious and Cul-
tural Affairs Thura U Aung Ko.

The Chairman Sayadaw 
urged the member Sayadaws of 
three groups to voice construc-
tive criticism of each other’s 
unconventional decisions but 
cautioned that the frequent cor-
rection of bad decisions would 
lose respect and trust from the 
Sangha community.

The Sayadaw called for deep 
contemplation and critical eval-
uation of a problem from differ-
ent angles in making a decision, 
stressing that care should be tak-
en that the decisions for religious 
issues comply with the existing 
civil laws and the Buddhist laws 
called Dhamma Vinaya.

 “We must take into con-
sideration the existing civil laws 
and the Dhamma Vinaya (reli-
gious discipline),” the Sayadaw 
said.

 Union Minister Thura U 
Aung Ko, in his briefing to the 
members of the State Sangha 
Maha Nayaka Committee, said 

that some young monks and nov-
ices were found to engage in con-
duct which is grossly indecent.

 he urged the Sayadaws 
to decisively deal with the issue 
in a bid to promote Theravada 
Buddhism, describing the public 
use of social media as a platform 
for the ignition of religious and 
racial tensions.

 he also pointed out the 
need to prevent any scheme de-
signed to orchestrate the col-
lapse of the Sangha community, 
calling for combined efforts to 
ensure the promotion and propa-
gation of Buddhism. – Myanmar 
News Agency

47-member SSMNC meets to
discuss religious issues

47-member SSMNC meeting in progress. Photo: MNA

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing  preseting relief aid to a flood victim. Photo: MNA
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news in brief

russia’s Putin, John Kerry to discuss 
syria and Ukraine on Thursday

Asking employee to remove hijav is 
discrimination — eU court advisor

Amendola: Opening of chapters concrete 
political message
BELGRADE — Serbian First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Ivica Dacic on Tuesday received Italy’s Under-Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs Vincenzo Amendola, who noted that the 
opening of negotiation chapters 23 and 24 in Serbia’s accession talks 
would be a concrete political message about the continuation of the 
country’s European integration.

Italy has launched preparations to chair a Western Balkans sum-
mit in Rome in July next year within the Berlin process, Amendola 
said, proposing a strengthening of bilateral dialogue and development 
of cooperation on concrete infrastructure projects involving Italian 
SMEs. Serbia is highly appreciative of Italy’s continued support on 
the European integration path, Dacic said, welcoming next year’s 
Western Balkans summit in Rome. Vucic and Amendola expressed 
satisfaction with the high level of bilateral relations and a readiness to 
improve them further in all areas of mutual interest, an official state-
ment said.—Tanjug

BRUSSELS — Asking a Muslim employee to remove her hijav when 
dealing with clients amounts to unlawful direct discrimination, a legal 
advisor to the European Union’s top court said in a written opinion on 
Wednesday.

The case arose when a female employee of a French IT consultan-
cy was fired after refusing to remove her hijav when meeting clients. 
She challenged this before a French court, which referred the case to the 
European Court of Justice. “There is nothing to suggest she was unable 
to perform her duties as a design engineer because she wore an Islamic 
hijav,” Advocate General Eleanor Sharpston wrote. 

Opinions by the Court’s advocates general are advisory but it usu-
ally follows their advice in drawing up a final ruling. While a company 
could impose a neutral dress code if it pursued a legitimate aim, Sharp-
ston said it was hard to see how such a measure could be seen as pro-
portionate in the present case. France bars civil servants from wearing 
clothing indicating religious belief, such as a hijav or a Jewish skullcap, 
but not employees in the private sector. Companies can set dress codes 
but their exact legal status is disputed.—Reuters

Chinese civil aircraft land on new south 
China sea airports
BEIJING — Two Chinese civilian aircraft landed on Wednesday at 
two new airports on reefs controlled by China in the Spratly Islands 
in the South China Sea, Mischief Reef and Subi Reef, the official 
Xinhua news agency said.

The aircraft then returned to the southern Chinese island prov-
ince of Hainan, from where they had taken off, it added in a brief 
story on one of its official microblogs. It was not immediately clear 
if both aircraft visited both of the reefs, or if one went to one reef, 
and the other to the other reef.—Reuters

four drown, six rescued after migrant boat 
overturns off Greece’s Lesbos
LESBOS— Four people drowned and six were rescued when a 
small boat laden with migrants overturned on Wednesday off the 
Greek island of Lesbos, the country’s coastguard said.

Wednesday’s fatalities were the first in the area for some weeks 
after a European Union deal with Turkey that has helped stem the 
flow of migrants making the narrow but precarious sea crossing 
from Turkish shores to outlying Greek islands.

Those who survived said there were 11 people in total on the 
boat, the coastguard said. The victims included two children.

Hundreds of thousands of people fleeing conflict arrived in Eu-
rope through the Greek islands in 2015.—Reuters

Clinton gets sanders endorsement 
in show of party unity

Democratic Us presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks as senator bernie sanders looks on after he 
endorsed her during a campaign rally in Portsmouth, new Hampshire, Us, on 12 July, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

PORTSMOUTH —  Democrat 
Bernie Sanders endorsed former 
rival Hillary Clinton for presi-
dent in a display of party unity 
on Tuesday, describing her as the 
best candidate to fix the United 
States’ problems and beat Repub-
lican Donald Trump in the 8 No-
vember election.

With Clinton nodding in 
agreement beside him, Sanders 
put aside their bitter campaign for 
the Democratic nomination and 
said she would take up the fight to 
ease economic inequality, make 
college more affordable and ex-
pand healthcare coverage for all 
Americans.

“This campaign is about the 
needs of the American people and 
addressing the very serious crises 
that we face, and there is no doubt 
in my mind that, as we head into 
November, Hillary Clinton is far 
and away the best candidate to do 
that,” he told a raucous crowd in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, that 
included plenty of vocal Sanders 
supporters.

“I intend to do everything 
I can to make certain she will be 
the next president of the United 
States,” the US senator from Ver-
mont said.

His endorsement, five weeks 
after Clinton became the pre-
sumptive Democratic presidential 
nominee, brought the most prom-
inent holdout in the party’s liber-
al wing into her camp. Sanders 
threw Clinton his support less than 
two weeks before the Democratic 
National Convention in Philadel-
phia, where she is to be formally 
nominated.

“I can’t help but reflect on 
how much more enjoyable this 
election will be now that we are 
on the same side,” Clinton said of 
Sanders. “Thank you, Bernie, for 
your endorsement, but more than 
that, thank you for your lifetime of 
fighting injustice.”

Trump ridiculed the move 

in a series of Twitter posts, say-
ing Sanders had abandoned the 
supporters who flocked to his in-
surgent campaign to rein in Wall 
Street and get big money out of 
politics.

“Bernie Sanders endorsing 
Crooked Hillary Clinton is like 
Occupy Wall Street endorsing 
Goldman Sachs,” Trump said on 
Twitter.

In a statement, the Trump 
campaign said Sanders was now 
officially part of the rigged system 
the senator had criticised during 
his long primary battle with Clin-
ton.

“Bernie’s endorsement be-
comes Exhibit A in our rigged 
system — the Democrat Party is 
disenfranchising its voters to ben-
efit the select and privileged few,” 
said Stephen Miller, a senior poli-
cy adviser to Trump.

In a Reuters/Ipsos opinion 
poll released on Tuesday, Clinton 
extended her lead over Trump to 
13 percentage points, up from 10 
points at the end of last week.

The former US secretary of 
state hopes the Portsmouth ap-
pearance with Sanders will help 
her win over his supporters, some 
of whom held Sanders signs at 
the rally and chanted his name. In 
recent Reuters/Ipsos polling, only 
about 40 per cent of Sanders back-
ers said they would back Clinton, 
and the crowd at Tuesday’s rally 
made it clear she still had work to 
do.

“I am absolutely certain I will 
not vote for Hillary Clinton,” said 
Gale Bailey, a Sanders support-
er and an unemployed graphic 
designer from Rochester, New 
Hampshire, who attended the rally 
in a Sanders T-shirt.

“She’s a crook, and I’m not 
going to vote for a crook,” Bailey 
said, adding that she would write 
in Sanders’ name on the Novem-
ber ballot. The joint appearance 
concluded weeks of negotiations 

between the two camps as Sand-
ers pressed for concessions from 
Clinton on his liberal policy agen-
da.

It came after Clinton last 
week adopted elements of Sand-
ers’ plans for free in-state college 
tuition and expanded affordable 
healthcare coverage. Sanders also 
successfully pushed to include an 
array of liberal policy positions in 
the Democratic platform, which a 
committee approved on Saturday.

Sanders did not win all of his 
policy fights, most notably failing 
to win support for blocking a con-
gressional vote on the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership trade deal.

But he told the Portsmouth 
rally that “our job now is to see 
that platform implemented by a 
Democratically controlled Sen-
ate, a Democratically controlled 
House and a Hillary Clinton 
presidency – and I am going to 
do everything I can to make that 
happen.”

In an email to supporters after 
the rally, Sanders said he would 
still push for changes to the par-
ty’s nominating process to make 
it more inclusive. In the months 
ahead, he will campaign around 
the country for progressive con-
gressional candidates, he said.

Also on Tuesday, a source 
with knowledge of the process 
said the Clinton campaign is vet-
ting James Stavridis, a retired four-
star Navy admiral, as a potential 
vice presidential running mate. 
Stavridis, who served as supreme 
allied commander at NATO, is 
currently dean of the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy at 
Tufts University. Top Democrats, 
including President Barack Oba-
ma and Senator Elizabeth Warren 
of Massachusetts, a favourite of 
the party’s liberal wing, have al-
ready announced their support for 
Clinton, leaving Sanders at risk of 
being left behind in the Democrat-
ic battle against Trump.—Reuters

MOSCOW —  Russian President Vladimir Putin will meet US Sec-
retary of State John Kerry in Moscow on Thursday to discuss the 
Syria and Ukraine crises, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said on 
Wednesday.

“The issues (to be discussed) are fairly predictable. Syria, Ukraine 
and bilateral relations,” Peskov told reporters on a conference call. 
Kerry will also hold talks with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lav-
rov on Friday, Peskov said. — Reuters
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Islamic State car bomb attack 
kills seven north of Baghdad
Baghdad — a suicide bomb-
er killed at least seven people 
north of Baghdad on Wednes-
day, security and medical sourc-
es said, in the second bombing 
claimed by Islamic State in the 
district in as many days.

Eleven others were injured 
when the attacker detonated his 
car, laden with explosives, at a 
checkpoint.

Islamic State, which regu-
larly carries out such bombings 
in the capital and other parts 
of Iraq, where it seized large 
swathes of territory in 2014, said 
in an online statement it had tar-
geted the army.

a similar attack in Rashidi-
ya on Tuesday, also claimed by 
the Sunni Islamist group, killed 
nine people.

a suicide bombing in the 
central Karrada district on 3 

July, claimed by Islamic State, 
killed at least 292, making it one 
of the worst among the hundreds 
of such attacks carried out in 
Iraq since US-led forces toppled 
Saddam hussein 13 years ago.

It prompted a public outcry 
in Baghdad, with residents blam-
ing the government for not pro-
tecting the capital.

Islamic State has been 
turning increasingly to suicide 
bombings, which US and Iraqi 
officials have touted as proof 
that battlefield setbacks are 
weakening the jihadists.

In a US-backed offensive, 
the Iraqi army has recaptured 
the cities of Ramadi and Fallu-
ja from Islamic State in recent 
months. The government said 
Falluja had been a launchpad 
for the group’s Baghdad suicide 
bombings. —Reuters

Turkey PM Yildirim says aims to 
develop relations with Syria, Iraq
aNKaRa — Turkey aims to de-
velop good relations with Syria 
and Iraq, and both countries need 
to be stable for counter-terrorism 
efforts to succeed, Turkish Prime 
Minister Binali Yildirim said on 
Wednesday.

Turkey has long been one of 
Syrian President Bashar al-as-
sad’s staunchest opponents, ar-
guing that only his departure 
could stabilise Syria. The stance 
set it at odds with assad’s ally 
Russia and distanced it from a 
US-led coalition more focused 
on fighting Islamic State.

Since taking office in May, 
Yildirim has repeatedly said that 
Turkey needs to “increase its 
friends and decrease its enemies” 
— an apparent tacit admission 
that past policies have left anka-
ra sidelined.

“It is our greatest and irrevo-
cable goal: developing good re-
lations with Syria and Iraq, and 
all our neighbours that surround 
the Mediterranean and the Black 
Sea,” Yildirim said, in comments 
broadcast live on television.

“We normalised relations 
with Russia and Israel. I’m 
sure we will normalise relations 
with Syria as well. For the fight 
against terrorism to succeed sta-
bility needs to return to Syria and 
Iraq,” he said. Turkey last month 
announced the restoration of dip-
lomatic ties with Israel after a 
six-year rupture and expressed 
regret to Russia over the downing 
of a warplane, seeking to mend 
strained alliances. Officials have 
insisted those moves do not mark 
a broader foreign policy shift for 
ankara.—Reuters

Alastair Macdonald

EU’s parting shot: “Good riddance, Cameron”

Britain’s outgoing Prime 
Minister, David Cameron with 
his wife Samantha, waves in 
front of number 10 Downing 
Street, on his last day in office 
as Prime Minister, in central 
London, Britain July 13, 2016. 
Photo: ReuteRs

BRUSSELS — Europe won’t 
miss david Cameron, a senior 
EU lawmaker in Brussels said on 
Wednesday as the prime minis-
ter who led Britain to the exit left 
office and handed on the job of 
completing its withdrawal from 
the European Union.

“The UK finally has a new 
prime minister,” gianni Pittella, 
the leader of the centre-left group 
in the European Parliament said 
in a statement as Theresa May 
took over the government.

“goodbye Mr. Cameron. 
Nobody will miss you.”

Other European politicians 
focused their attention on May, 
his successor as Conservative 
leader, who backed Cameron’s 
campaign to remain in the EU 
but then saw off pro-Brexit ri-
vals once he had resigned after 

losing the vote on June 23. 
European Council President 

donald Tusk, whose job it will be 
to broker negotiations between 
May and the 27 other national 
EU leaders, sent a two-sentence 
letter of congratulation say-
ing that he looked forward to a 
“fruitful working relationship”.

Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel, a vocal support-
er of a more federal European 
Union, was quick to urge May 
to do what Cameron refused to 
do after the June referendum and 
formally notify the EU that Brit-
ain was indeed leaving the bloc.

“We cannot afford a long 
period of uncertainty. Clarity is 
in the interest of both Europe 
and the United Kingdom,” he 
said, adding a salute to Camer-
on’s “tenacity” and “strong lead-
ership”.

Pittella, an Italian who leads 

the second biggest group in the 
European Parliament, also called 
on May to serve notice of with-
drawal under article 50 of the 
EU treaty, which sets a two-year 
deadline for London to negotiate 
an exit or simply be bounced out 
of the EU. 

he added: “It must be clear 
that no negotiations will begin 
before this is done.” 

May has said she may not 
trigger article 50 for months but 
many officials expect tentative 
talks to start soon on how negoti-
ations might work to forge a new 
relationship between Britain and 
the EU. 

Pittella repeated warnings 
from across Europe that Brit-
ain cannot keep the benefits of 
access to the EU single market 
without following EU rules, in-
cluding welcoming EU immi-
grants. —Reuters
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV pAN gLOrIS VOY NO (002)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV pan gloris 
VoY no (002) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 14.7.2016 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of m.i.t.t where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIppINg AgENCY DEpArTMENT
MYANMA pOrT AUTHOrITY

AgENT FOr: M/S NYk bULk & prOjECTS 
CArrIErS LTD.

Phone No: 2301191, 2301178

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SENTOSA STAr VOY NO (1602N)

Consignees of cargo carried on mV seNtosa 
star VoY No (1602N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 14.7.2016 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of b.s.w. where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIppINg AgENCY DEpArTMENT
MYANMA pOrT AUTHOrITY

AgENT FOr: M/S bLpL SHIppINg LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV kOrALIA VOY NO (752)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV koralia 
VoY No (752) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 14.7.2016 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of m.i.t.t-3 where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byel-
aws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIppINg AgENCY DEpArTMENT
MYANMA pOrT AUTHOrITY

AgENT FOr: M/S MErIDIAN SHIppINg 
AgENCIES pTE LTD

Phone No: 2301928

Nathalie Tocci. Photo: tanjug

JaKarta — indonesia 
wants to send hundreds of 
fishermen to the Natuna 
islands to assert its sover-
eignty over nearby areas 
of the south China sea to 
which China says it also 
has claims.

President Joko wido-
do has launched an un-
precedented campaign to 
bolster fishing, oil explora-
tion and defence facilities 
around the island chain af-
ter a series of face-offs be-
tween the indonesian navy 
and Chinese fishing boats.

“we are aware that 
if we don’t do this there 
could be many claims that 
disrupt the integrity of in-
donesian territory,” Chief 
maritime minister rizal 
ramli told reporters on 
wednesday.

the announcement of 
the plan came a day after 
the permanent Court of 
arbitration in the Hague 
rejected China’s historic 
claims to almost all of the 
south China sea and said 
it had breached the Philip-
pines’ sovereign rights by 
endangering its ships and 
fishing and oil projects.

indonesia is not part 
of the broader dispute over 
claims in the south China 
sea and it has remained 
neutral following the rul-
ing, calling for peace and 
stability.

But indonesia objects 
to China’s inclusion of wa-
ters around natuna being 
included within its “nine-
dash line”, a demarcation 
on China’s maps to show 
its claims.

ramli said he would 
seek cabinet approval this 

month for the relocation of 
fishermen from the crowd-
ed island of Java to Natuna.

Under the plan, the 
government would move 
about 400 wooden boats of 
30 tonnes or more to Natu-
na by the end of october. 
Fishermen who go could 
get subsidised housing, 
while the island’s ports, 
power supply and internet 
will be upgraded.

the programme is ex-
pected to boost fishing in 
Natuna waters from 9.3 per 
cent of sustainable catch-
ment levels to 40 per cent 
in less than a year.

“we will build cold 
storage there. we hope this 
will become the biggest 
fish market in southeast 
asia,” ramli said.

ramli, who also 
oversees energy as part of 
his portfolio, said he also 
would review oil and gas 
concessions in natuna and 
revoke permits from com-
panies that are not develop-
ing their blocks.

exxonmobil, Cono-
coPhillips, Chevron, and 
Ptt exploration and Pro-
duction are among foreign 
oil companies with stakes 
in Natuna, which holds 
one of the world’s largest 
untapped gas reserves.

indonesia’s foreign 
minister, retno marsudi, 
said no one wanted conflict 
in the south China sea and 
she called on all parties to 
avoid raising tension.

“we are sure that if all 
sides respect international 
law, then it will be easier to 
achieve regional and glob-
al peace and stability,” she 
told reporters.—Reuters

Tocci: Relationship with Russia 
biggest challenge for Serbia
brUsseLs — the  
relationship with russia 
is the biggest challenge 
for serbia in the process 
of alignment with the eU 
foreign and security policy, 
says Nathalie tocci, ad-
viser to eU foreign policy 
and security chief Federica 
Mogherini and the head of 
the team behind the new 
eU Global strategy.

the eU’s new foreign 
policy and security strategy, 
envisioning an enlargement 
into the western balkans as 
a key strategic investment 
for the future, was presented 
late last month.

the future of the 
western balkans fully lies 
in full eU membership and 
already today, the eU and 
serbia face common chal-
lenges that can be solved 
more easily through joint 
efforts, tocci told tanjug 
in an exclusive interview.

the serbia-eU coop-
eration on migration, ener-
gy, border control and the 
fight against terrorism and 
organised crime, as well as 
dealing with key challeng-

es in the common neigh-
bourhood, can accelerate 
serbia’s progress towards 
eU membership, tocci 
said.

in the accession pro-
cess, a country is expect-
ed to meet all accession 
criteria and align itself 
with common european 

rules through negotiations, 
which implies both foreign 
policy and security, she 
said.

in that regard, i see the 
relationship with russia as 
the biggest challenge for 
serbia — as it gets closer 
to eU membership, serbia 
will be expected to also get 

closer to the eU in terms of 
the position regarding rus-
sia, but that is something 
that cannot happen over-
night, she said.

it is a gradual process 
of alignment, which the eU 
expects from serbia in the 
accession talks, tocci ex-
plained.—Tanjug

Indonesia hopes 
fishermen can  
net its South 
China Sea claims

Germany will recall soldiers from Turkey
if MP visit blocked — vice chancellor
berLiN — Germany will 
recall soldiers serving at the 
incirlik airbase in turkey if 
ankara continues blocking 
German lawmakers from 
visiting the troops, Vice 
Chancellor sigmar Gabriel 
said in remarks published on 
wednesday.

turkey, angered by 
a resolution passed by the 
German parliament last 
month that branded the 1915 
massacre of armenians by 
ottoman forces a genocide, 
has denied German lawmak-

ers access to the base.
“the German army an-

swers to parliament,” Gabri-
el told the regional newspa-
per Mitteldeutsche Zeitung. 
“and if parliament cannot 
visit its army, then the army 
cannot stay there. this is ab-
solutely clear.”

His threat to pull out the 
250 soldiers at the base, who 
are part of Nato operations 
against islamic state mili-
tants in iraq, is the clearest 
sign yet of escalating ten-
sions between the two mem-

bers of the military alliance.
though they are crucial 

partners in the effort to stem 
mass migration to europe, 
Germany and turkey’s re-
lations have taken several 
blows in recent months.

President tayyip er-
dogan was perturbed by the 
broadcast of a satirical song 
about him on German tele-
vision and in april launched 
legal action against the co-
median who wrote it. the 
armenian resolution last 
month, which prompted an-

kara to recall its ambassador, 
compounded the rift. Gabri-
el’s remarks echoed earlier 
demands by some german 
lawmakers that the soldiers 
should be recalled if turkey 
did not change its position.

german forces are cur-
rently on missions in around 
13 countries, including af-
ghanistan and Kosovo, as 
well as conducting moni-
toring in the mediterranean. 
Lawmakers have often visit-
ed deployed soldiers, mainly 
in afghanistan.—Reuters
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Invitation for Cooperation 
in High Grade Paper Mill (Thabaung)

Under No.(3) Heavy Industries Enterprise, 
Ministry of Industry

High Grade Paper Mill (Thabaung), under No.(3) Heavy 
Industries Enterprise, Ministry of Industry is intended to 
invite the investors who are interested to cooperate in the 
following (4) Sectors.
(a) To Upgrade the Capacity of the existing High Grade 

Paper Mill.
(b) Plantation the Paper Tree and Power Tree to use as raw 

materials.
(c) Manufacturing the Value Added Products related to the 

Pulp and Paper Production.
(d) Establishment of Biomass Power Plant which can pro-

vide the necessary Electricity, Water and Steam for the 
whole industrial complex.

The investors who interested in those cooperation are 
required to submit their Draft Proposal, in which mentioning 
kinds of business, to Technology Development Department, 
No. (3) Heavy Industries Enterprise, Ministry of Industry at 
Office No. (37) Nay Pyi Taw, the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, not later than 4 pm (Myanmar Standard Time) on 
15th September, 2016.

Base Line Data concerning the Mill are available at 
above office and interested entities can submit the Draft Pro-
posal commencing from the date (15-7-2016) by presenting 
document of company profile.

Document of Company Profile
- Valid Certificate of Incorporation
- Memorandum of Association & Articles of Association 

(MoA & AoA)
- Name of Foreign Technical Cooperation (if it is Local 

Company).
(For more information, contact No. 95 67 40 8335, 408129)

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
HOLIDAY NOTICE

As the wharves, warehouses and chellan 
Offices of Yangon Port will be closed on the 
19th JULY 2016 (FULL MOON DAY of WASO, 
Martyrs’ Day), Loading, Unloading and delivery 
for Goods will be received on Payment as 
Holiday Fees.

LONDON — A second Brit-
ish Labour opposition law-
maker entered the contest to 
topple leader Jeremy Cor-
byn on Wednesday, boost-
ing the veteran left-winger’s 
chances of being re-elected 
by splitting the support of 
those who oppose him.

Labour is engulfed 
in a bitter internal power 
struggle between Corbyn’s 
supporters in the grassroots 
membership and the par-
ty’s lawmakers, who over-
whelmingly rejected his 
leadership after Britain’s 
vote to leave the EU last 
month.

Owen Smith, Corbyn’s 
former work and pensions 
policy chief, said he had 
hoped the situation could 
be resolved without a “dam-
aging, divisive contest” but 
despite three meetings with 
Corbyn, had failed to per-
suade him of an alernative 
route.

The leadership contest 
was triggered on Monday 
when lawmaker Angela Ea-
gle challenged Corbyn. On 
Tuesday the party ruled he 
had the automatic right to 
stand in the contest without 
needing to be nominated by 

lawmakers.
“Jeremy is a good man 

with great Labour values ... 
but he is not a leader who 
can lead us into an election 
and win for Labour,” Smith 
told BBC radio on Wednes-
day.

“I have a radical and 
credible set of policies. I 
want to put that to the mem-
bership, I want to make my 
case to be the next leader of 
not just the Labour Party but 
the next Labour prime min-
ister.”

Some lawmakers fear 
having two candidates run 
against Corbyn reduces the 
chances of ousting the lead-
er, by splitting the support 
of those party members who 
want to see change.

If Corbyn, who was 
elected last September 
and retains strong support 
among the party’s more 
left-leaning rank-and-file 
members, is re-elected in the 
contest, the party may split.

Smith said he did not 
want to split the party, and 
would stand by the result of 
the contest.

“I will be Labour until 
the day I die,” he said.— 
Reuters

Picture of the day

Kunming — People play at the dounan wetland park bordering the dianchi Lake on the outskirts of Kunming, capital 
of southwest China’s Yunnan Province, on 12 July 2016. The local government has intensified efforts to improve the 
water quality through preventing pollution and other environment protection measures. more than 20 wetland parks 
have been built around the dianchi Lake. Photo: Xinhua

People play at dounan wetland park bordering dianchi Lake in SW china’s Kunming

uK Labour lawmaker 
owen Smith says to run 
for party leadership

FUKUOKA — Heavy rain 
fell in northern Kyushu 
in southwestern Japan on 
Wednesday, prompting 
local authorities to issue 
evacuation orders or ad-
visories to some 18,000 
people in areas including 
earthquake-hit Kumamoto 
Prefecture.

The Japan Meteoro-
logical Agency warned of 
landslides and swollen riv-
ers in northern Kyushu as 
well as western Japan.

A downpour of 300 
millimetres was logged in 
48 hours through Wednes-
day morning in Tsushima, 
Nagasaki Prefecture, while 
the city of Dazaifu in Fuku-
oka Prefecture and the city 
of Yamaguchi recorded 

Pedestrians brave a downpour in the southwestern Ja-
pan city of fukuoka in Kyushu on 13 July 2016. the area 
was hit by “heavy rain seen once in 50 years,” a local 
observatory said. Photo: Kyodo news

heavy rain hits northern Kyushu, 
evacuation advisories issued

45.0 mm and 44.5 mm 
rainfall per hour, respec-
tively.

A woman in her 50s 
in Fukuoka sustained in-

juries to her face and legs 
after a stone wall behind 
her house crumbled, a 
city official said.

The heavy rain also 

disrupted some sections of 
the Higashi Kyushu Ex-
pressway, the West Nippon 
Expressway Co. said.

Warm and moist air 
was flowing above the 
Japanese archipelago from 
the south as the rain front 
moved southwards, and the 
atmosphere in western Ja-
pan is expected to remain 
unstable, the weather agen-
cy said.

Up to 250 mm of rain-
fall is forecast for northern 
Kyushu, 200 mm for south-
ern Kyushu and the Kinki 
region, 150 mm in Shikoku, 
and 120 mm in Chugoku 
over a 24-hour period until 
Thursday morning, accord-
ing to the agency.—Kyodo 
News

taiwan seeks two russian suspects in $2m atm malware heist
TAIPEI — Taiwan inves-
tigators suspect two Rus-
sian nationals hacked into 
a major domestic bank’s 
ATMs last weekend, using 
malware to withdraw more 
than $2 million from dozens 
of machines in the country’s 
first recorded case of its 
kind.

Combining cybercrime 
with daylight robbery after 
a typhoon battered greater 
Taipei, the suspects may 
have used a cellphone to 
trigger 41 First Bank ATMs 
to dispense fat wads of 
bills, investigators said on 

Wednesday. In each case, 
the still-at-large suspects 
took the money and left 
quickly, filmed on close-cir-
cuit TV cameras.

As Taiwan officials 
continue to piece together 
how the crime was commit-
ted, the theft shows grow-
ing boldness in attacks on 
ATMs in Asia. In May, a 
gang stole $13 million from 
Japanese ATMs in a three-
hour, 14,000 withdrawal 
spree.

Since discovering the 
theft on Monday, a range of 
Taiwan’s biggest state-run 

banks have frozen with-
drawals from nearly 1,000 
ATMs of the kind used in 
the heist, supplied by Ger-
many’s Wincor Nixdorf. 
About 4 per cent of Tai-
wan’s national ATM net-
work of 27,200 machines is 
affected, leaving customers 
obliged to use other ma-
chines.

The Ministry of Jus-
tice’s Investigation Bureau 
on Wednesday said two 
Russian suspects have been 
identified, but declined to 
disclose their names. It 
said it believed the pair left 

Taiwan early on Monday, 
and was still investigating 
whether a possible third one 
might have been involved.

“So far we think it 
could have been done re-
motely, such as via a cell-
phone, laptop or hacked 
First Bank staff PC,” said 
Lin Cheng-hsien, a spokes-
person for the bureau.

First Bank reported 
T$70 million ($2.2 million) 
was stolen from its ATMs 
in hits that investigators said 
took place at various times 
during both daytime and 
nightfall.—Reuters
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Los AngeLes — selena 
gomez now holds the title for 
most-liked photo on Instagram, 
dethroning the previous most-
liked image shared by her ex Jus-
tin Bieber.

The photo, posted just two 
weeks ago, features gomez wear-
ing a red tank top with smok-

ey-eyed make-up while sipping 
coke from a striped straw.

“When your lyrics are on the 
bottle,” she captioned it, referring 
to the lyrics from her song “Me 
& the Rhythm” which were dis-
played on the bottle.

The now most-liked photo 
surpasses the previous most-liked 

picture by about 400,000 likes.
gomez is also the most fol-

lowed person on Instagram with 
over 89 million followers. 

she is currently in the mid-
dle of her Revival tour, with her 
next performance scheduled for 
23 July in Jakarta, Indonesia. 
—PTI

MuMBAI — Having been on 
a weight losing spree, actress 
Parineeti Chopra felt the pressure 
of Bollywood to be in shape but 
she is now happy to be fit.

“There are women who 
are pregnant or are deal-
ing with post pregnancy 
weight, or teenagers who 
are obese, from across the 
world, (they) want to know 
my story. I am a fat-to-fit 
story,” Parineeti told report-
ers here at a song launch event.

“I have struggled with my 
weight. I was big and unhealthy, 
not chubby. I took it upon myself 
to work towards this. There was 
pressure of Bollywood to bring 
me on right part.”

The 27-year-old actress now 
eats and sleeps well.

“I am fit now. People need 
to be fit no matter what size they 
are. I was big and unfit. There are 
dancers in new York who are big 
but flexible. It took me a year-
and-half to reach here.” 

The “Daawat-e-Ishq” ac-
tress was away from the screen 
for quite sometime and now post 
her weight-loss break, she is all 
charged up.

“of course, I missed (be-

Selena Gomez tops Bieber for 
most-liked Instagram photo ever

Singer Selena Gomez performs 
during the 2015 Victoria’s 
Secret Fashion Show in New 
York. Photo: ReuteRs

Actress Parineeti Chopra. 
Photo: ReuteRs

I am a fat-to-fit story: 
Parineeti Chopra

ing on screen). When I entered 
the film industry I did four films 
back-to-back as everyone was 
used to seeing me on screen. I am 
not filmy as these (star kids) guys. 
I come from a different discipline 
and I have lived my life in a dif-
ferent way. I needed that emotion-
al break. I wanted to settle down.”

Parineeti feels the break 
helped her sort out her priorities. 

“It’s a different world for me. 
I come from a world of banking 

and academics and I 
had to be in front of 
camera all the time 

and had the pres-
sure. I just want-
ed to sort out 
some things.” 

The “Ha-
see Toh Pha-
see” actress is 
glad that she 
can wear better 

clothes now. 
“now I have 

this dedication and 
concentration on 
my work because 
of the break. I 
wanted to work on 
my body, I am 27 
years old. I wanted 
to wear shorts and 
better clothes and 
not worry about 
anything. This one 
year break was 
amazing.” 

Parineeti will 
be seen dancing 
with Varun Dhawan 
in the “Jaaneman” 
song from his upcom-
ing film “Dishoom”.—
PTI

LonDon — singer Taylor 
swift visited young patients at a 
children’s hospital in Australia.

The 26-year-old singer is 
currently Down under with new 

boyfriend Tom Hiddleston, 
and while he was busy shoot-
ing “Thor: Ragnarok”, the 
blonde beauty spent hours 
at Lady Cliento Children’s 
Hospital in south Bris-

bane.
A post on the medical 

facility’s Facebook page 
read, “Thank you Taylor 
swift for dropping by the 
Lady Cilento Children’s Hos-
pital this afternoon to give 
our patients and families a 
special surprise they’ll nev-
er forget.

“They’ll never ‘shake 
off’ the memories you 
made tonight.”

During her visit 
— which was co-ordi-
nated by the starlight 
Children’s Founda-
tion, a charity which 
supports teenagers 
through illness — 
swift happily posed 
for selfies with the 
patients.—PTI

Taylor Swift 
visits sick 
children

More space adventures 
as crew return in  
‘Star Trek Beyond’
LonDon — The crew of the 
uss enterprise are back for more 
space adventures in “star Trek 
Beyond”, the latest episode in the 
film reboot of the popular science 
fiction series that marks its 50th 

birthday this year.
The television show, which 

introduced characters like Cap-
tain James T. Kirk and Mr. 
spock, the half-human, half-Vul-
can first officer, followed the 
crew’s missions and has spawned 
movies and other series since de-
buting in 1966.

In “star Trek Beyond”, 
Chris Pine and Zachary Quinto 
return as the younger Kirk and 
spock alongside simon Pegg as 
scotty and John Cho as Hikaru 
sulu and this time, they face a 
new enemy when they are ship-
wrecked on an unfriendly planet. 

“This movie has definitely 
a retro vibe to it,” Quinto said at 
the film’s London premiere on 
Tuesday. “It’s pretty remarkable 
for something like this to last for 
half a century and we’re all re-

ally proud to be a 
part of it at this 

significant, 
celebratory 
milestone.”

Quinto was joined by his co-
stars, including Pegg who had the 
additional role of co-writer. 

“It was a big responsibility, 
‘star Trek’ is precious,” Pegg 
said. “We wanted to do it jus-
tice in the most faithful way but 
we approached it like you would 
any writing job ... studiously and 
carefully and never taking it for 
granted.”

The movie has made head-
lines ahead of its release after 
Cho said sulu is openly gay and 
married in the new film. Actor 
george Takei, who portrayed the 
character in the original show and 
is gay in real life, has said he was 
“delighted” the movie included 
a gay character, but the new ver-
sion of Sulu does not reflect the 
original vision of late series crea-
tor gene Roddenberry.

“I had spoken to (Takei) and 
I knew that was coming ... I hope 
that if he sees the film and sees 
the way it’s treated ... that may-
be he’ll see some of the positives 
in time,” Cho said. “Maybe he’ll 
warm to it and realise that may-
be young people are going to see 
this, young gay people, LgBT 
people in the closet perhaps and 
be encouraged by it.”—Reuters
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‘Walkers 
on water’ 
overwhelm 
italian lake 
installation
SULZANO, (Italy) — A yellow 
fabric	walkway	 floating	 on	 Lake	
Iseo in northern Italy has attracted 
twice as many visitors as expect-
ed and has been forced to close 
at night for essential repairs and 
cleaning.

Last Saturday, Bulgari-
an-born artist Christo opened 
“The Floating Piers”, a 3 km (two 
mile)-long walkway from Sulzano 
on the mainland to the Monte Iso-
la and San Paolo islands, usually 
accessible only by boat.

Authorities in the area 100 
km (60 miles) northeast of Milan 
had expected around 40,000 visi-
tors a day and to keep the walk-
way open around the clock. But 
after 97,000 came on Wednesday 

People walk on the installation ‘the floating Piers’ by Bulgarian-born artist Christo Vladimirov yavachev, known as Christo, on the lake iseo, 
northern italy, on 24 June 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

alone, they decided to close it be-
tween midnight and 0400 GMT.

Made of some 220,000 
high-density polyethylene cubes 

covered with shimmering yellow 
fabric, the piers have suffered 
more wear and tear than expected.

The linked cubes are an-

chored to the bed of the lake, 
forming a 16 metre-wide, 35 cen-
timetre-high surface designed to 
move gently with the waves.

Admission is free. Volun-
teers are on hand in case anyone 
falls into the water. The installa-
tion closes on 3 July.—Reuters

frankfurt sets out to woo bankers after Brexit
FRANKFURT — “You cry 
twice when you get sent to 
Frankfurt — once when you ar-
rive and once when you leave.”

That is the rallying cry of 
Germany’s	financial	capital	as	it	
tries to shake off its image as one 
of Europe’s most boring cities 
and woo bankers to move there 
following Britain’s decision to 
quit the European Union.

Though it is decried as a 
soulless city, with few cultural 
offerings and lacking appealing 
architecture,	 Frankfurt’s	 official	
marketing	 office	 did	 not	 wait	
long before kicking off an image 
campaign following the referen-
dum result.

Aiming to court banks and 
financial	institutions	considering	
relocating staff from London, 
Frankfurt Main Finance set up a 
direct	hotline	for	interested	firms	
and has scheduled road shows in 
London and other British cities.

“We want to send the mes-

sage loud and clear: “Welcome 
to Frankfurt. How can we help 
you?’” said the head of Frankfurt 
Main Finance, Hubertus Vaeth.

“The welcome banner is 
hung and Frankfurt’s doors are 
wide open.”

Britain’s relationship with 
the EU following the leave vote 
is	unclear	but	EU	officials	have	
said	UK-based	banks	and	finan-
cial	 firms	 would	 lose	 automat-
ic access to sell services across 
Europe if Britain does not apply 
vital EU principles.

Frankfurt, the birthplace of 
German poet Goethe, has only 
about 710,000 residents. De-
spite its glimmering skyscrapers, 
it appears like a sleepy village 
compared to the British capital, 
with travel times to its interna-
tional airport from the city center 
only 15 minutes.

The	 city’s	 marketing	 office	
expects 10,000 bankers to relo-
cate from London over the next 

five	 years,	 a	 roughly	 2-per	 cent	
share	of	all	financial	workers	 in	
the British capital.

Frankfurt ranked seventh 
in global consultancy Mercer’s 
2016 quality of living report, 
well above London at place 39. 

Others agree that Frankfurt 
could turn out to be an attractive 
continental European alternative, 
mainly	due	 to	 its	 established	fi-
nancial infrastructure and its role 
as headquarters of the European 
Central Bank.

But with at least two years 
of talks ahead to negotiate Brit-
ish exit terms, experts have 
dampened hopes for any quick 
influx.

“The next two years will be 
marked by a lot of changes and 
uncertainties and banks will wait 
for things to settle down before 
making any major moves,” said 
Jan Pieter Krahnen, professor 
of	finance	at	Frankfurt’s	Goethe	
University.—Reuters

experts urge more soil pollution 
prevention, monitoring
BEIJING — Chinese  
environmental protection ex-
perts called for more efforts to 
prevent and monitor soil pollu-
tion ahead of the 26th National 
Land Day that falls on Saturday 
this year.

Wang Xiahui, director of 
the soil environment protection 
centre under the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection, said 
prevention is the strategy as 
treating soil contaminated with 
heavy metals and organic pol-
lutants could be very costly.

The authorities should roll 
out tough restrictions on pol-
lutants emitted by factories and 
mines and those who cause se-
vere soil pollution should be 
shut	down	and	fined,	Wang	said.

Wang also called for re-
lated government departments 
to beef up monitoring over soil 
pollution.

The environmental moni-
toring agencies in many cities 
and counties, however, are short 
of equipment and personnel and 
many new soil pollutants are not 
even on the radar, he said.

More accurate monitoring 
is needed to locate contaminated 
land and determine the severity 
and pollutant types, said Wang.

He also said the govern-
ment should evaluate the related 
risks on farm produce, health 
and the ecosystem and thus de-
termine risk control measures.

He also called for more 
coordinated efforts to curb air, 
water and soil pollution, warn-
ing that they could affect each 
other. 

The soil treatment mar-
ket in China is rather large, but 
experts are cautious over the 
market prospects in the short 
term.—Xinhua
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‘Walkers 
on water’ 
overwhelm 
italian lake 
installation
SULZANO, (Italy) — A yellow 
fabric	walkway	 floating	 on	 Lake	
Iseo in northern Italy has attracted 
twice as many visitors as expect-
ed and has been forced to close 
at night for essential repairs and 
cleaning.

Last Saturday, Bulgari-
an-born artist Christo opened 
“The Floating Piers”, a 3 km (two 
mile)-long walkway from Sulzano 
on the mainland to the Monte Iso-
la and San Paolo islands, usually 
accessible only by boat.

Authorities in the area 100 
km (60 miles) northeast of Milan 
had expected around 40,000 visi-
tors a day and to keep the walk-
way open around the clock. But 
after 97,000 came on Wednesday 

People walk on the installation ‘the floating Piers’ by Bulgarian-born artist Christo Vladimirov yavachev, known as Christo, on the lake iseo, 
northern italy, on 24 June 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

alone, they decided to close it be-
tween midnight and 0400 GMT.

Made of some 220,000 
high-density polyethylene cubes 

covered with shimmering yellow 
fabric, the piers have suffered 
more wear and tear than expected.

The linked cubes are an-

chored to the bed of the lake, 
forming a 16 metre-wide, 35 cen-
timetre-high surface designed to 
move gently with the waves.

Admission is free. Volun-
teers are on hand in case anyone 
falls into the water. The installa-
tion closes on 3 July.—Reuters

frankfurt sets out to woo bankers after Brexit
FRANKFURT — “You cry 
twice when you get sent to 
Frankfurt — once when you ar-
rive and once when you leave.”

That is the rallying cry of 
Germany’s	financial	capital	as	it	
tries to shake off its image as one 
of Europe’s most boring cities 
and woo bankers to move there 
following Britain’s decision to 
quit the European Union.

Though it is decried as a 
soulless city, with few cultural 
offerings and lacking appealing 
architecture,	 Frankfurt’s	 official	
marketing	 office	 did	 not	 wait	
long before kicking off an image 
campaign following the referen-
dum result.

Aiming to court banks and 
financial	institutions	considering	
relocating staff from London, 
Frankfurt Main Finance set up a 
direct	hotline	for	interested	firms	
and has scheduled road shows in 
London and other British cities.

“We want to send the mes-

sage loud and clear: “Welcome 
to Frankfurt. How can we help 
you?’” said the head of Frankfurt 
Main Finance, Hubertus Vaeth.

“The welcome banner is 
hung and Frankfurt’s doors are 
wide open.”

Britain’s relationship with 
the EU following the leave vote 
is	unclear	but	EU	officials	have	
said	UK-based	banks	and	finan-
cial	 firms	 would	 lose	 automat-
ic access to sell services across 
Europe if Britain does not apply 
vital EU principles.

Frankfurt, the birthplace of 
German poet Goethe, has only 
about 710,000 residents. De-
spite its glimmering skyscrapers, 
it appears like a sleepy village 
compared to the British capital, 
with travel times to its interna-
tional airport from the city center 
only 15 minutes.

The	 city’s	 marketing	 office	
expects 10,000 bankers to relo-
cate from London over the next 

five	 years,	 a	 roughly	 2-per	 cent	
share	of	all	financial	workers	 in	
the British capital.

Frankfurt ranked seventh 
in global consultancy Mercer’s 
2016 quality of living report, 
well above London at place 39. 

Others agree that Frankfurt 
could turn out to be an attractive 
continental European alternative, 
mainly	due	 to	 its	 established	fi-
nancial infrastructure and its role 
as headquarters of the European 
Central Bank.

But with at least two years 
of talks ahead to negotiate Brit-
ish exit terms, experts have 
dampened hopes for any quick 
influx.

“The next two years will be 
marked by a lot of changes and 
uncertainties and banks will wait 
for things to settle down before 
making any major moves,” said 
Jan Pieter Krahnen, professor 
of	finance	at	Frankfurt’s	Goethe	
University.—Reuters

experts urge more soil pollution 
prevention, monitoring
BEIJING — Chinese  
environmental protection ex-
perts called for more efforts to 
prevent and monitor soil pollu-
tion ahead of the 26th National 
Land Day that falls on Saturday 
this year.

Wang Xiahui, director of 
the soil environment protection 
centre under the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection, said 
prevention is the strategy as 
treating soil contaminated with 
heavy metals and organic pol-
lutants could be very costly.

The authorities should roll 
out tough restrictions on pol-
lutants emitted by factories and 
mines and those who cause se-
vere soil pollution should be 
shut	down	and	fined,	Wang	said.

Wang also called for re-
lated government departments 
to beef up monitoring over soil 
pollution.

The environmental moni-
toring agencies in many cities 
and counties, however, are short 
of equipment and personnel and 
many new soil pollutants are not 
even on the radar, he said.

More accurate monitoring 
is needed to locate contaminated 
land and determine the severity 
and pollutant types, said Wang.

He also said the govern-
ment should evaluate the related 
risks on farm produce, health 
and the ecosystem and thus de-
termine risk control measures.

He also called for more 
coordinated efforts to curb air, 
water and soil pollution, warn-
ing that they could affect each 
other. 

The soil treatment mar-
ket in China is rather large, but 
experts are cautious over the 
market prospects in the short 
term.—Xinhua
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From wooden glasses to honey, some Greeks innovating to survive
ATHENS — If necessity is the 
mother of invention, eight years 
of a crippling recession and 
dwindling work prospects has 
compelled at least some Greeks 
to reboot, switch professions and 
innovate to survive.

From the island of Syros, 
handmade wooden spectacle 
frames are proving a hit with 
hipsters in Europe and beyond. 

Qatar to build Zaha Hadid hotel shaped like desert flower
DOHA  — Qatar will construct 
two buildings designed by late 
Iraqi-British architect Zaha Had-
id, including a tower shaped like 
a desert flower close to the site 
of the 2022 soccer World Cup fi-
nal, a member of its ruling fami-
ly said on Tuesday.

Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Hamad al-Thani, the brother of 
Qatar’s Emir, commissioned Ha-
did in 2013 to create the struc-
tures, one a 38-story hotel in the 
form of a hyacinth and featuring 
a nine-pointed base to shield vis-
itors from the searing Gulf sun. 

Sheikh Mohammed’s Al Al-
fia Holding said in a statement it 
would construct the tower “de-
signed in response to current and 
future environmental challeng-
es” by 2020 in the city of Lusail, 
23 km (14 miles) north of the 
capital Doha.

“We often look at nature’s 
systems when we work to create 
environments, at her unrivaled 
logic and coherence,” Hadid, 
who died in March, said of the 
project.

Now led by Patrik Schu-
macher, Hadid’s architecture 
firm ZHA has announced a num-
ber of new projects including a 
new central business district for 
Prague and a technology park 
near Moscow.

In April, the firm said it 
would complete 36 projects that 
had been started or were under 
contract before Hadid’s death 
including an “oyster-like” fer-
ry terminal in Salerno, Italy, 
the King Abdullah Petroleum 
Studies and Research Center in 
Riyadh, and the Mathematics 
Gallery at London’s Science 
Museum. —Reuters

A computer generated image shows one of two project’s designed by Zaha Hadid – a 70,000sqm building 
featuring a hotel and residential apartments – which is scheduled for completion in 2020 in Qatar’s Lusail 
City Marina District. Photo: ReuteRs

Special 
Israeli film 
screening 
is for the 
dogs
TEL AVIV — Dog lovers 
and film buffs enjoyed a treat 
when a cinema invited owners 
to bring their pet pooches to a 
special screening of the film, 
“The Secret Life of Pets.”

The event, arranged by 
the Tel Aviv-Jaffa municipali-
ty at the Roof Top Cinema of 
the Azrieli Mall, was billed as 
the first of its kind for pets and 
their owners.

“We have 25,000 people 
in Tel Aviv that have dogs and 
we decided to do an amasing 
event just for them,” said Ruth 
Hayat, one of the organizers of 
the event. “People who have 
dogs can come here and enjoy 
a fun evening with their dogs.” 
—Reuters

A jar is filled with thyme honey at the Stayia Farm factory in Chalkida, 
on the island of Evia, Greece, on 28 June 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Gold-infused organic honey 
from the rolling hills of Evoia 
in the east is finding favour with 
upmarket clients in the United 
States, London, Hong Kong and 
the United Arab Emirates. And 
in an Athens suburb, a carpenter 
turned to his lifetime hobby of 
crafting fishing spearguns after 
his business faltered. His first 
client was from Russia.

Dimitris Hatzirodos, whose 
spearguns retail between 450 
and 1,500 euros, said the crisis is 
forcing Greeks to think outside 
the box.

“When things get tough it 
gets you thinking, you start think-
ing differently. When things are 
easy nobody ever makes difficult 
choices,” he says, sitting in the 
workshop that he and his brother 
inherited from their father.

More than 400,000 Greeks 
have emigrated abroad since the 
country’s financial crisis started 
in 2009. Those who stayed are 
lucky to find jobs — a quarter 
of the population is unemployed, 
and earnings have fallen on av-
erage 40 per cent. National out-
put has fallen by a quarter since 
2008.

Periklis Therrios, 36, briefly 
migrated to Canada. But home 
beckoned.

He and his partner Eleni 
Vakondiou, 37, turned to making 
hand-crafted spectacle frames 
around 2012, some of them us-
ing recycled materials. The idea 
came over a coffee, after ear-
lier endeavours with furniture 
flopped.

“It was very difficult, and 

there were many times when 
we thought about giving up, but 
we believed in our efforts, we 
believed that we would make a 
product that could stand on its 
own in the market,” said Vakon-
diou.

“There were moments when 
our (food) cabinets at home were 
empty because whatever income 
we had went towards research 
and development,” she says.

From a small workshop on 
Syros the couple started with a 
production of 350 pairs a year. 
They say they are now on track 
to making 2,000 this year, re-
tailing for between 250 and 300 
euros. 

In Evoia, in the heart of 
the Greek countryside, Yannis 
Karypidis and Stevi Theodorou 
administer beehives left by The-
odorou’s grandfather. Last year 
they sold 60,000 jars of organic 
honey. Production has already 
exceeded 70,000 jars for the first 
half of 2016.

Former advertising execu-
tive and accountant Karypidis, 
35, said the couple had decided 
to move to the United Kingdom, 
but a last trip to Evoia changed 
their minds. —Reuters
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Manny Pacquiao beats Timothy 
Bradley by unanimous points 
decision to reclaim WBO welter-
weight title. Photo: ReuteRs

Pacquiao to return to  
the ring in late 2016
TORONTO — Manny Pacquiao 
is planning to fight again later 
this year, just three months after 
announcing his retirement from 
boxing, ESPN reported on Tues-
day.

Pacquiao, who said his win 
over Timothy Bradley in April 
was his final bout, would fight 
on 29 October or 5 November in 

Las Vegas against a yet-to-be-
determined opponent, his 
promoter Bob Arum told 
ESPN.

Since Pacquiao’s 
“farewell” bout three 
months ago, the 37-year-

old former eight-division 
world boxing champion 

won a senate seat in the 
Philippines.

According to the report, 
Arum had placed a hold on the 
Mandalay Bay Events Centre in 
Las Vegas for a possible Pac-
quiao return on 15 October but 
the southpaw’s responsibilities 
forced a change of plans.

“Manny wants to come back. 
The problem is he can only come 
back if it doesn’t interfere with 
his senate duties,” Arum said in 
the report.

“We had pencilled him in 
for 15 October at Mandalay Bay 
but we were informed that is no 
longer possible because he has to 
spend that week leading up to 15 
October formulating the budget 
in the senate and doing the votes.

“So he has to be there for 
that week, so that knocks out that 

week. He can’t mess around with 
that. So now we’re looking at 
29 October or 5 November. The 
question is building availability 
because we want to do the fight 
in Las Vegas.”

Pacquiao’s unanimous de-
cision win over Bradley was his 
first fight in nearly a year after 
his loss to Floyd Mayweather. 
He had said he was bringing the 
curtain down on his career to 
concentrate on politics and his 
family. Pacquiao adviser Michael 
Koncz said in the report that the 
southpaw, while committed to 
politics, is happiest when he is in 
the ring. “Manny’s primary con-
cern and obligation is to fulfil his 
senatorial duties,” Koncz said. —
Reuters

Rooney 
looking 
forward to 
Mourinho era
LONDON — Manchester 
United striker Wayne Roon-
ey admits the arrival of Jose 
Mourinho has given him add-
ed motivation for the season 
ahead.

Former Chelsea boss 
Mourinho has suggested he 
preferred to play Rooney in a 
more attacking role, rather than 
see him pull strings from mid-
field as he did under predeces-
sor Louis van Gaal.

Rooney will be looking to 
forge a formidable strike part-
nership with new signing Zla-
tan Ibrahimovic, after a dearth 
of goals under the Dutchman 
last season.

“I’m really excited to be 
working with Jose this season,” 
the 30-year-old told the club’s 
official magazine. “He’s one of 
the best managers in the world 
and it’s an exciting time for 
Manchester United.” 

“I’ve always respected 
him both as a man and a man-
ager.” “I like to think I’m al-
ways motivated as a player but 
I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t 
a bit more motivated when a 
new manager comes in.

“He’ll bring all 
these qualities with 
him and I’m sure 
he’ll have his own 
ideas, but one of the 
biggest assets will 
be his experience.”—
Reuters

England’s 
Wayne 
Rooney leaves 
Auberge du 
Jeu de Paume. 
Photo: ReuteRs

China gets its richest man to back ‘best 
football competition in Asia’
BEIJING — China, backed by 
its richest man, has struck a deal 
with FIFA to host the first China 
Cup from next year, a competi-
tion that will pit its national side 
against three international “first-
class” teams — and hopefully 
pave the way to soccer glory. 

Chinese property tycoon 
Wang Jianlin, whose Dalian 
Wanda conglomerate is already 
a high-level FIFA sponsor, said 
on Wednesday that his group and 
the Chinese Football Associa-
tion would host the contest in the 
southern city of Nanning: four 
games played over a week every 
January.

European clubs often have 
a break around that time, poten-
tially allowing national sides to 
pit their best — as China hopes. 
Eventually, it wants a total of 

eight teams to play. 
“We aim to become the best 

football competition in Asia,” 
Wang told reporters in Beijing. 
“We will use all possible meas-
ures to ensure we achieve this.”

China would qualify auto-
matically for a contest that does 
allow them to earn points for 
global rankings — an opportu-
nity for a country that wants to 
climb the FIFA table where it is 
currently languishing at 81, be-
low Equatorial Guinea and Haiti. 
China is preparing to compete 
for a spot in the 2018 World Cup.

Soccer in China has been 
plagued by poor performances on 
the field and match-fixing scan-
dals. But President Xi Jinping, 
a self-professed avid soccer fan, 
has spoken in the past of “three 
wishes” for China: to qualify for 

another World Cup since their 
first and only appearance at the 
2002 finals, to host a World Cup, 
and to eventually win one. 

China has since said it wants 
to turn its team into one of the 
world’s best by 2050.

“We are duty-bound as peo-
ple in the soccer industry, as 
members of the Chinese Football 
Association, to vigorously de-
velop Chinese football,” said Yu 
Hongchen, vice president of the 
Chinese Football Association.

“This is our responsibil-
ity and it is also the demand of 
the times.” Dalian Wanda has 
been at the forefront of China’s 
push into the business of sport, 
building up a sports arm which 
already owns a 20 per cent stake 
in Spanish soccer club Atletico 
Madrid.—Reuters

Mourinho 
hopes United 
players will 
forge close 
bond in China
LONDON — Manchester Unit-
ed’s pre-season tour of China 
this month, when they face 
Manchester City and Borussia 
Dortmund, will give the players 
an opportunity to forge a close 
bond, manager Jose Mourinho 
has said.

United’s first game under 
Mourinho will be against last 
season’s Bundesliga runners-up 
Dortmund in the International 
Champions Cup in Shanghai on 
22 July.

The 53-year-old Portu-
guese manager will also renew 
hostilities with old adversary 
Pep Guardiola, who replaced 
Manuel Pellegrini as City’s 
manager, on 25 June.

“I hope to see a group, 
from an emotional point of 
view, coming together and get-
ting to know each other better 
and understanding each other 
better,” Mourinho said in an in-
terview with adidas’ Front Row. 
“It’s important from a football 
point of view, but also from a 
human qualities point of view, 
that’s very important. I think 
the pre-season tours are also 
for the club dimension.” Unit-
ed will take on Premier League 
champions Leicester City in 
the annual Community Shield 
game at Wembley on 7 August. 
The 20-times English league 
winners begin their league cam-
paign with a trip to Bourne-
mouth on 14 August.—Reuters


