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A Myanmar Tradition
This passage describes the traditional Shinbyu ceremony
in Myanmar, a significant rite of passage for young boys. It’s
believed that the practice started when Buddhism arrived in
the country. The ceremonies are most often held during the
hot season, when schools are closed.
Shinbyu and Ear-Piercing
It’s about parents having their sons ordained as novice
monks (Shinbyu) and their daughters having their ears pierced
(ear-piercing ceremony).

Simple vs. Grand Celebrations
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A simple ceremony is called “simple donation”, while a
grand one is “grand donation”.

The Grand Ceremonies involve elaborately decorated
pavilions (ec&r’p(c)), traditional music (98L<°::8L>€:), dance
performances (33(&6), and plays (@2059).

There are also processions and ritualistic blessings.

The pavilions are mainly for guests to relax, eat, and
enjoy the entertainment.

The Procession:

The boys wear special Shinbyu costumes, and the girls
wear ear-piercing costumes.

The boys are often carried on the shoulders of older men
or ride horses or elephants.

The girls ride in decorated carts.

The parents wear traditional clothing and carry ritual objects.

Local women carry offerings, and men provide music.
Royal Influence: The “Win Khin” Custom

Sometimes, elephant dances and other performances
are included.

The royal procession “o&sals”  custom imitates the
processions of ancient Burmese kings.

It can also involve the inclusion of spirit or deva

representation.
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The goal is to make the ceremony grand and joyful.

WORD BANK

Novitiation Ceremony = 518@[5} (also known as the
Shinbyu)

Ordination = 9 &[5 ¢&:

Ear-piercing Ceremony = @o:ogézg (§2:20Q)
Monk = O?%:@: /qoof?‘:

Novice Monk = g&aceeam / gEecunts
Donation/Offering = 30|

Grand Ceremony = 390?“@:

Simple Ceremony = 3a0p|e0:

Pavilion = e

Procession = 3a0p|cvpd(gE:

Blessing =

Dance Performance = 358§
Play/Theater = @059

Ritual Objects = o?logep
Royal Procession = 05:983@83
Spirit/Deva = §05 / eadl
Costumes = 005
Elephant Dance = soé3am
Shoulder (carry on) = 03:ecloné
Umbrella (gold) = egods
Entertainment = G(ﬂ%@@@é:
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