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Kokang focus for Wa summit
The conflict in northeastern Shan State is set to dominate a meeting of ethnic armed groups at the United Wa State 
Army headquarters, but some observers have warned the summit could complicate the peace process. NEWS 3

Judge agrees to 
re-test evidence 
in Koh Tao case

Migrant workers Ko 
Zaw Lin (left) and Ko 
Wai Phyo walk out of 
a police truck as they 

arrive for a hearing 
at a criminal court in 

Thailand’s southern 
island of Koh Samui 
yesterday. The judge 

hearing the case 
agreed to a request 

from the defence for 
evidence allegedly 
linking the men to 

the killing of two 
British holidaymakers 

in September to 
be re-tested by the 

Ministry of Justice. The 
Myanmar men could 

face the death penalty 
if convicted.
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Deal for historic sports 
field stirs controversy
Yangon’s 100-acre Kyaikkasan sports 
ground slated for development by a 
Japanese-Myanmar consortium under 
a deal seemingly pushed through by the 
government without a tender. 

EXCLUSIVE 5

Rakhine chief minister 
slams army over clashes 
U Maung Maung Ohn says both the 
Tatmadaw and the Arakan Army are 
“veering away from peace”, adding that 
the arrest of civilians for links to armed 
group had created “great fear”.

IN DEPTH 8

A storm away from ruin 
Despite the hundreds of millions spent 
on aid projects in the delta since Cyclone 
Nargis, many remain just one natural 
disaster away from destitution – as some 
Wakema residents found following 
heavy winds earlier this month.

NEWS 3

Ko Par Gyi’s wife 
confronts Mon officials 
Kyaikmayaw judge hearing case of 
death of journalist in October insists 
two summonses were sent to Ma 
Thandar asking her to testify in court 
over her husband’s death.



How about that weather?
This week’s Page 2 special is 
brought to you from Sydney, 
Australia, where I have been sent 
by The Myanmar Times to report 
on the series of storms that have 
battered the harbour city … as well 
as visit some relatives. Last week’s 
storm (described breathlessly by 
the Murdoch propaganda machine 
as “once in a lifetime” weather 
event) raged for several days, and 
despite the bulk of the damage 
occurring in the rural areas (four 
elderly citizens killed, scores injured, 
100,000+ left without electricity), it 
has by and large been referred to in 
the media as the “Sydney storm” of 
2015. Arriving amidst the nationalist 
fervour of ANZAC day, where the 
nation honours its war dead by 
getting “sh*t-canned” and gambling, 

everyone had a story of woe to 
impart. “My window broke and the 
cafe next door shut so I couldn’t even 
get a latte,” said one man, asking if 
his friends “saw [his] Instagram[s]”.

The government has been 
accused of inaction in semi-rural 
areas, with residents forced to take 
their tales of crushed garages, 
ruined hatchbacks and clogged 

insurance hotlines to current affairs 
programs, while the genuinely hard-
hit rural communities aren’t getting 
much airtime.

Later on ANZAC day, a biblical 
hailstorm rocked the city’s inner 
west, which put a significant 
dampener on the traditional raucous 
betting game of “two-up”, but 
provided some light entertainment 
in the form of the closest thing to a 
snow fight the subtropical city has 
seen during autumn for quite some 
time.

The allegedly democratically-
elected Abbott regime is officially 
of the view that climate change 
doesn’t exist, and they recently paid 
a think tank to confirm this. In fact, 
the country’s attitude toward the 
possibility that emissions and the 
fact we all live like a**holes with 
little regard as to the consequences 
this will have on the pale blue 
dot we inhabit is less progressive 
than the views of the Thein Sein 
administration – which is a fun fact 
to drop to the city’s latte-swilling, 
small-dog-owning inhabitants. 
Further storms are expected later 
this week.

Yangon weather forecast:
Unrelenting rain until roughly 
October. High chance of eels on the 
streets, and a boom in domestic rat 
populations as they seek relief from 
the rising tides. Cultivate a trusting 
relationship with them. It’s in your 
best interests. Apply disinfectant to 
any cuts or sores on the feet, and 
purchase a dehumidifier.

In brief:
News site Coconuts Yangon renders 

Page 2 redundant, “ruining my 
goddamn life, I have nothing to write 
about any more,” says a source who 
wishes to remain anonymous

Next week:
Australian immigration policy 
special. Page 2 meets refugees 

from Myanmar who made it before 
the “stop the boats” policy was 
enacted. They dish the dirt on 
their motivations for making the 
move, which range from “fleeing 
persecution” to “just wanting to go 
over there and steal [Australian] 
jobs”.

Once was Burma ...
Archival material courtesy of
Pansodan Gallery
First floor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township

Forward magazine May Day special, 1970.

45
The number of armed clashes during 
April, as reported by Myanmar Peace 
Monitor. This is slightly down from the 

48 reported in March.
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Kokang likely 
to dominate 
Wa summit

The United Wa State Army, the most 
powerful of Myanmar’s armed ethnic 
groups, today launches a week-long 
summit of selected factions to discuss 
the draft nationwide ceasefire agree-
ment reached with the government on 
March 31.

Hosted in Pangkham, the Wa strong-
hold on the border of Shan State and 
China, the meeting will go ahead with-
out the presence of any international 
observers or the government, raising 
questions over whether the talks with 
help or hinder the peace process. Chi-
na’s role in the summit is also unclear. 

“We need to discuss the signing of 
the nationwide ceasefire accord in or-
der to open the way quickly to politi-
cal dialogue,” U Aung Myint, a UWSA 
spokesperson, said yesterday, referring 
to political talks that are set to follow 
the signing of the ceasefire.

But the UWSA central committee 
has triggered controversy by deciding 
to allow only 12 ethnic groups to at-
tend the Pangkham talks. Seven of the 
16 groups in the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Coordination Team (NCCT), which 
negotiated the draft ceasefire with the 
government, have been excluded.

The NCCT hopes to bring together 
all the relevant ethnic armed groups 
for a separate summit to finalise the na-
tionwide ceasefire accord. It is expected 
to take place in La Khee Lar, the head-
quarters of the Karen National Union. 
No date has been set.

U Hla Maung Shwe, a senior offi-
cial at the Myanmar Peace Centre, said 
the government had asked the NCCT 
to wrap up the process by the end of 
May so that there was enough time for 
political dialogue before parliamentary 
elections in November.

The UWSA did not attend the gov-
ernment-NCCT peace talks in Yangon 
and has had its own bilateral ceasefire 
agreement with the government for 
nearly 26 years.

Among those invited to Pangkham 
are three Wa allies that have been en-
gaged in heavy fighting with the Tat-
madaw in the Kokang border region 
since February 9. This has led to specu-
lation that the Wa want to broaden the 
March 31 agreement to include its al-
lies, against the wishes of the govern-
ment and military.

The main force in Kokang, the 
Myanmar National Democratic Al-
liance Army (MNDAA), has had its  

ceasefire offers rejected by the govern-
ment which refuses to talk to the ethnic 
Chinese group. The MNDAA is backed 
by the Arakan Army and Ta’ang Nation-
al Liberation Army.

U Sithu Aung Myint, a political 
commentator, said he expected the 
Pangkham meeting to focus on the 
Kokang conflict and push the govern-
ment to recognise the MNDAA. But 
that would be hard for the Tatmadaw 
to accept and could end up delaying the 
signing of the ceasefire accord.

U Than Soe Naing, a political ana-
lyst, said China would keep a close eye 
on proceedings and might push for a 
positive outcome leading to a ceasefire 
signing. 

“None of the ethnic armed groups 
can escape China’s influence. China 
does not want intense conflicts on its 
border and Beijing’s policy is to main-
tain strategic relations with Myanmar,” 
he said.

Yun Sun, an analyst with the Stim-
son Center in Washington, said the 
Wa group was unlikely to have gone 
ahead with the summit without China’s 
approval. “So why and how does that 
summit contribute to peace or does 
it in fact add more uncertainty to the 
peace process? That all remains to be 
seen,” she said, noting that China’s own 
power structure was not “monolithic”. 

The UWSA spokesperson said no 
Chinese or other foreign observers had 
been invited to the talks. State-run Chi-
nese news agency Xinhua is among the 
eight media outlets allowed to attend, 
and will be the only foreign media or-
ganisation present. 

Myanmar’s refusal to negotiate with 
the Kokang forces – reiterated this 
week by the president’s spokesperson, 
U Ye Htut – has put it at odds with 
China, which has called for dialogue. 
Nearly three months of fighting has on 
occasion spilled across the border and 
driven tens of thousands of refugees 
into China.

A member of the government cease-
fire negotiating team, who asked not to 
be named, said the Tatmadaw objective 
was to take complete control of the Ko-
kang region before national elections 
in November.

WA LONE

walone14@gmail.com

‘China does not want 
intense conflicts on 
its border.’

U Than Soe Naing 
Political analyst

Murky investigation into  
journalist’s death continues

WITNESSES told a court hearing in 
Mon State’s Kyaikmayaw yesterday 
that they recalled seeing journalist 
Ko Par Gyi on the streets of the small 
town before he was detained by the 
military. He would die in custody a 
week later, while allegedly trying to 
escape.

The testimony came at the third 
session in a hearing into his death, 
which began quietly on April 10. 
While the testimonies of three wit-
nesses shed little light on the circum-
stances surrounding how Ko Par Gyi’s 
died, yesterday’s proceedings were 
significant for the fact that they were 
attended by his wife, Ma Thandar. 

Since his disappearance, she has 
been fighting to resolve the murky 
circumstances surrounding her hus-
band’s killing.  Only in recent days 
did she learn that the court had be-
gun hearing the case. On arriving at 
court yesterday morning, she was 
told that the case had in fact been 
transferred to the court on March 30.

Encountering district prosecutor 
U Nyi Nyi Lwin outside the court 
waiting for the first of the witnesses 
to show up, Daw Thandar was told 
that there was no legal requirement 
to inform her.

Later, she was told that two let-
ters had been sent informing her of 
the trial and asking her to testify. Al-
though she requested copies of the 
letters, none were produced. “They 
are lying,” a frustrated Ma Thandar 
said. 

Her lawyer, U Robert San Aung, 
was unable to attend the trial due to a 
commitment in Bago Region’s Thar-
yarwady, where students arrested 
during the Letpadan crackdown on 
March 10 were appearing in court.

Ma Thandar sat on a chair just 
behind the prosecutor, closely fol-
lowing the proceedings. When the 
session ended in the afternoon, Daw 
Thandar was given an official letter 
asking her to testify at the next hear-
ing, scheduled for May 11. 

Only one of three witnesses who 
appeared yesterday gave evidence of 
significance. A motorbike driver who 
was the last one to speak with Ko Par 
Gyi before his arrest recounted his 
arrest.

Ko Par Gyi had just returned from 
a work trip and drank some fruit juice 
and water in a shop near the river 
bank in Kyaikmayaw. He then asked 
motorbike driver to take him to the 
bus station. When the driver passed 
a monastery, they were stopped and 
Ko Par Gyi was suddenly arrested. A 
few minutes later, the driver said, a 
military truck came to take Ko Par 
Gyi away. He was taken to the head-
quarters of Tatmadaw battalion 208 
where, eventually, he would be fatally 

shot by his capturers.
The monastery is located near a 

roundabout on a busy street in the 
centre of the small town. Yesterday 
morning, about the same time that 
Ko Par Gyi was arrested, about a doz-
en shops were open for business with 
scores of people on the street. Many 
more are likely to have seen the ar-
rest, although it is unclear who will 
be called to testify.

No one involved in Ko Par Gyi’s 
shooting has testified yet and it is 
not known how the last moments of 
his life unfolded. The military alleges 
that Ko Par Gyi was a member of the 
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army 
and was shot while trying to escape, 
when he attempted to snatch a weap-
on from a soldier.

His death prompted widespread 
protests and international condem-
nation. President U Thein Sein re-
sponded by asking the Myanmar Na-
tional Human Rights Commission to 
investigate. The commission’s report, 
released in December, recommended 
the case be heard in a civilian court.

Frustrated at the government’s in-
action, Ma Thandar in February set 

a 60-day deadline for proceedings to 
begin. She thought this deadline had 
come and gone.

The judge yesterday blamed the 
vagaries of the Myanmar postal sys-
tem for her being unaware the hear-
ing was taking place. She only learned 
it had begun after being informed by 
a local journalist. 

The Mon National Party, which 
has its headquarters in Mawlamyine, 
was able to verify the information. 
The political party has helped Ma 
Thandar since her husband disap-
peared. “We help her because this 
is about human rights and media 
freedom, but it is very difficult as 
the case involves the government 
which holds all the power,” said U 
Naing Soe Myint, the party’s general  
secretary.

Offered the chance to testify dur-
ing yesterday’s hearing, Ma Thandar 
refused. She said she would only do 
so after receiving an official sum-
mons.

“I don’t believe there is any rule of 
law here,” she said. “I think they are 
just hearing this case because they 
are under pressure.”

YOLA VERBRUGGEN
NAW SAY PHAW WAA
newsroom@mmtimes.com

Ma Thandar speaks outside Kyaikmayaw Township Court in Mon State 
yesterday. Photo: Naw Say Phaw Waa

KYAIKMAYAW, MON STATE
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UN’s ‘Global Road Safety Week’ 
aims to cut soaring accident rate

YANGON, which has seen an explo-
sion of traffic and accidents in just 
a few years, will hold the third UN 
Global Road Safety Week in People’s 
Park and other venues with a walka-
thon and programs to educate and  
entertain from May 4-10.

“For the long term we need to edu-
cate children how to follow road and 
traffic rules and regulations because 
it is a little difficult to educate adults,” 
said U Thit Lwin, an organiser of the 
events, detailing plans to put road 
safety on the school curriculum.

With public interest in exhibitions 
diminishing, new ways were needed to 
attract people’s attention to the road 
safety issue, he added.

Eleven people die on average each 

day in Myanmar in traffic accidents, ac-
cording to official records which traffic 
police say are incomplete. That official 
rate is more than double the accident 
rate in Britain with a bigger population 
and far more vehicles on the roads.

A WHO expert has predicted that 
Myanmar could have the world’s third 
worst traffic accident death rate by 
2020. 

“In my experience, only developed 
countries can control the number of 
accidents year-by-year. Less developed 
countries and developing countries 
are still trying to reduce the number 
of accidents. So we need to accelerate 
education,” said U Thit Lwin. 

On May 7, traffic police will hold 
traffic rules sessions for the public in 
Bahan, Sanchaung, Kamaryut, Mayan-
gone and Tarmwe townships in coop-
eration with the Yangon council. 

“Some people break regulations be-
cause they don’t know the rules, and 
some break them when they already 
do know. So we are trying to educate 
the public every day,” said  Police Lieu-
tenant Colonel Myo Aung Myint of  the 
traffic police force.

Yangon residents complain, 
however, that there are not enough 
traffic police and that they cannot 
manage the traffic well, leading to 
an increase in accidents.

“As far as I know, having more or 
less traffic police is not directly related 
to accidents,” said Pol Lt Col Myo Aung 
Myint. 

“If people would follow the regula-
tions then accidents would decrease. 
The number of people following dis-
cipline in Myanmar is very small. So 
we are educating the public as best we 
can.” 

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com

MRATT KYAW THU
mrattkthu@gmail.com

Hluttaw 
invites 
students for 
more talks

STUDENT leaders are concerned that 
parliament is about to amend the 
controversial National Education Law 
without taking into full account the 
objections that have been raised. Yes-
terday the secretary of the bill commit-
tee told The Myanmar Times that MPs 
would meet once again with student 
representatives before further discus-
sions take place in parliament.

The amendment bill was approved 
by the Amyotha Hluttaw, or upper 
house, after its bill committee met 
representatives of students, political 
parties, education experts and NGOs 
from March 5 to 18. However, members 
of the National Network for Education 
Reform (NNER) and some student rep-
resentatives were not allowed to attend 
the discussion.

The bill has since been approved by 
the Pyithu Hluttaw, or lower house, with 
dozens of amendments, and will now be 
reconsidered by upper house MPs.

The NNER condemned the changes 
introduced into the bill, however, saying 
the text was reverting to law that had 
been in force during the former military 
regime. Student demands incorporated 
in an earlier version were struck out af-
ter a vote by MPs, they said.

“The bill is almost complete, with-
out the students’ demands and the four 
parties’ agreement,” said U Thein Lwin 
of the NNER, referring to an agreement 
reached in February on changes to the 
law, which was passed in September 
2014.

Student representatives said yes-
terday that they had not yet received 
an invitation to new talks.

A THAI court yesterday ordered the 
re-examination of key evidence in a 
case where two Myanmar migrant 
workers are accused of the rape and 
murder of British backpackers. 

At the defence team’s request, the 
physical and DNA evidence will be 
sent to the Thai Ministry of Justice’s 
Central Institute of Forensic Science 
for an analysis independent of the 
police investigation. British forensics 
experts are also expected to later as-
sist the defence.

“We are delighted by the court’s 
decision,” said migration expert and 
adviser to the defence Andy Hall. 
“This increases the opportunity for a 
fair trial and for the real facts behind 
this horrific murder to come out.”

Ko Zaw Lin and Ko Wai Phyo, 21, 
were arrested last September on Koh 
Tao for the violent murder of two 
British tourists, David Miller and 
Hannah Witheridge.

The defence argued that to pre-
vent “a miscarriage of justice” they 
need an independent evaluation of 
critical forensic evidence supposedly 
linking the defendants to the bodies 
of the victims.

The police force’s handling of 
the case has already elicited accu-
sations of unfairness and failure to 

follow due process. British and My-
anmar diplomatic missions to Thai-
land have both raised concerns and 

become involved in the case.
Fears of a botched investigation 

arose after alleged confessions from 
the suspects were withdrawn amid 
allegations of torture, as well as the 
investigators’ presumption soon after 
the killings that a Thai person could 
not have committed the crime.  

U Htoo Chit, a spokesperson for 
an investigation team formed by the 
Myanmar embassy, swore to the sus-
pects’ innocence in February, stating 
that the “strongest case against them 
is for illegal working status”.

Myanmar lawyers assigned to as-
sist in the defence were not present at 
the pre-trial hearing yesterday when, 
in addition to the request for a re-
examination of evidence, the defend-
ants also made remarks. 

Ko Zaw Lin and Ko Wai Phyo, who 
were brought to the Koh Samui court 
in prison attire and ankle shackles, 
expressed concern about the condi-
tions of their pre-trial detention. 

“So many people are crowded into 
one cell they have nowhere to sleep. 
The toilet for all of the people in the 
cell is right next to the sleeping area. 
The conditions are really deplorable 
and inhumane,” said Mr Hall.

He added that their situation was 
“not likely to change” as issues with 
sanitation and overcrowding are  
endemic to Thai jails. 

The court reportedly responded 
that the poor conditions reflect a 
“budgetary issue”.

DNA evidence under review 
in Koh Tao murder case

LAIGNEE 
BARRON

laignee@gmail.com

Defendants Zaw Lin and Wai Phyo appeared at the Koh Samui Court on April 30 
for a pre-trial hearing. Photo: AFP and Supplied

Two cars collide in Yangon, where traffic accidents have sky-rocketed in recent years. Photo: Staff
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Election interest dims further 
ahead of May 3 municipal vote

EXCITEMENT levels in Mandalay’s 
municipal election ratcheted a further 
step downward yesterday as the num-
ber of townships to be contested was 
reduced by 50 percent.

Yesterday a city official announced 
that the election would take place on 
May 3. “Every household that has vot-
ing rights can vote in their township,” 
he said.

But therein lies the rub.
In this city of 1.2 million, the one-

voter-one-household rule means that 
in the six townships where the elec-
tion was meant to be conducted, the 
number of potential voters was only 
about 200,000.

The number of actual voters is 
likely to be far lower due to strict eli-
gibility requirements that will exclude 
tenants, unregistered households and 
illegal residents.

Not even the candidates are paying 
much attention, not least because if 
elected they will serve for only seven 
months, before fresh elections are 
held to coincide with those to be held 
for parliament in the November gen-
eral election.

But election fever cooled even fur-
ther with the news that the poll will 
now be contested in only four town-
ships instead of the original six. Aung 
Myay Thar San township could not pro-
duce a single eligible candidate, while 
Maha Aung Myay township’s sole can-
didate will be elected unopposed.

This narrows the field to 12 hope-
fuls, of whom four will be elected.

Daw Khin Lay Myint, the sole fe-
male candidate, who is contesting 
Chan Aye Thar San township, ap-
pealed last week for support.

“Vote for me, because I am a genu-
ine civilian candidate,” she urged the 
voter she met.

Heads of households registered to 
vote can do so in their township from 
7am to 4pm.

The committee will include the 
mayor, the deputy mayor, six public 
elected members, four members ap-
pointed by the government, a secre-
tary and an associate secretary. The 
elected committee members will elect 
the deputy mayor. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

MAUNG ZAW
mgzaw.mmtimes@gmail.com

A Mandalay resident examines a sign for a candidate in the Mandalay City Development Committee election. Photo: Mg Zaw

NLD duo arrested for filming stand-off

TWO members of the National 
League for Democracy were arrested 
on April 29 as they filmed a confron-
tation between police and farmers in 
Mandalay’s Myothar Industrial Park 
project.

Ko Kyaw Thu Myint of Aung Myay 
Thar San township and Ko Aung Ko 
Win of Mahar Aung Myay township 
in Mandalay were charged under pe-
nal code sections 143, 147 and 505(a) 
for unlawful assembly, rioting and 
incitement respectively.

 “The farmers asked the NLD 
to record the scene,” said U Myint 

Aung, a member of a group formed 
by NLD that helps political prisoners 
and farmers. 

The group was set up to help 
farmers whose land had been seized 
by conducting a study of farmland 
problems and reporting to the presi-
dent, parliament and Ministry of 
Home Affairs.

THAN NAING SOE
thennaingsoe@gmail.com

Rakhine chief  
minister hits  
out at army 
over fighting

MORE than 30 civilians, including 
an ethnic Rakhine politician, have 
been arrested in Rakhine State by 
the Tatmadaw for alleged links to 
the Arakan Army, the state’s chief 
minister has told The Myanmar 
Times, as he criticised both sides for 
recent fighting.

In an exclusive interview yester-
day, U Maung Maung Ohn said the 
Tatmadaw was continuing to make 
arrests under the colonial-era Un-
lawful Association Act, and that 
its actions had created “great fear” 
among the population.

“The Tatmadaw is not making 
peace and also the AA has contin-
ued fighting,” he said. “Their actions 
appear to veer them from the peace 
process and as a result armed con-
flict is continuing in Myanmar.”

The chief minister’s criticism of 
the Tatmadaw’s conduct in Rakh-
ine State is surprising, as he only 
resigned from the military in June 
2014 to take up the post. At the time 
of his retirement he held the rank 
of major general, and had served as 
deputy minister for border affairs.

Those charged under section 
17(1) of the act, for contacting an 
illegal organisation, face up to two 
years’ imprisonment.

A colonel in the Tatmadaw’s Pub-
lic Relations and Psychological War-
fare section said yesterday that it was 
“impossible” that the Tatmadaw had 
detained civilians in Rakhine State 
but declined to comment further.

The conflict has also spilled over 
into the domestic political sphere, 
with the Tatmadaw on April 29 alleg-
edly detaining U Zaw Win Maung, 
an executive committee member 
of the Rakhine National Party for 
Kyauktaw township. The Rakhine 
politician was arrested in Ywarthit 
village, the party said.

Secretary U Tun Aung Kyaw said 

yesterday the army detained 18 civil-
ians from Ywarthit village, including 
a party member, and five have since 
been released.

“The army is still holding our 
member. He hasn’t been released yet. 
The army justified the arrest of these 
civilians by saying they suspected 
them of harming the region’s secu-
rity,” said U Tun Aung Kyaw, a lower 
house representative for Ponnagyun.

The RNP released the statement 
on April 29 saying that innocent peo-
ple had been arrested and tortured 
on suspicion of involvement with 
the AA. The party urged the govern-
ment to ensure the legal rights of 
those detained are respected.

RNP official U Aye Thar Aung 
said the government should not be 
indifferent to the military’s actions. 
“I don’t understand why the govern-
ment is ignoring this. They should 
be protecting civilians,” he said.

Clashes between the Tatmadaw 
and the AA broke out in late March, 
with the heaviest fighting occurring 
on April 17 and 18. The most recent 
clashes occurred on April 23.

The Tatmadaw began detaining 
civilians over the past week. The ar-
rests were confirmed by Police Major 
Khin Maung of Kyauktaw township 
police on April 26, but he declined to 
comment further yesterday.

“These arrests were made un-
der a military operation so we can’t 
speak about it,” Pol Maj Khin Maung 
said yesterday.

Lieutenant Colonel Nyo Tun 
Aung, the deputy commander-in-
chief of the AA, said they were being 
arrested because they were depicted 
in images on phones found on AA 
soldiers captured by the Tatmadaw. 

The fighting has displaced more 
than 400 people, who have taken 
refuge in neighbouring villages, ac-
cording to the regional government. 
Local aid groups say the number of 
displaced is at least 540.

“The state government is helping 
these people. Now, more than 300 
people have returned to their homes 
and 100 people are still living in ref-
ugee camps. They are scared of more 
fighting,” U Maung Maung Ohn said.

YE MON

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

MANDALAY
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Government to release census 
data at end of May, says official

DATA from last year’s census will 
be published toward the end of 
May, an official told The Myanmar 
Times yesterday. U Myint Kyaing, 
director general of the Department 
of Population in the Ministry of Im-
migration and Population, said the 
release would be marked with a cer-
emony in Nay Pyi Taw, though no 
date had yet been fixed.

The census, the first in more 
than 30 years, was conducted in 
2014 with international funding 
and support, but amid concerns 
about the identification of some 
ethnic groups. In Rakhine State, 
the government stopped hundreds 
of thousands of Muslims from tak-
ing part because they wanted to 
self-identify as Rohingya, an ethnic 
designation it does not recognise. 
The decision angered donors, as the 
government had promised it would 
allow all people in the country to 

self-identify freely.
U Myint Kyaing said the colla-

tion of material had been carried 
out in accordance with internation-
al norms on the basis of help from 
international advisory teams to en-
sure that the data were reliable and 
exact.

“The entire process has been 
thoroughly examined by interna-
tional teams,” he said.

The finalised data will be issued 
in the form of books, CDs and leaf-
lets and will appear on government 
websites. “We expect to print tens of 
thousands of books,” he said.

Summarised census data will 
also be printed in hundreds of 
thousands of leaflets for public dis-
tribution. “The leaflets will be use-
ful at the ward and township level.” 
– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

HTOO THANT
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

Fourteen new 
parties wait on 
UEC approval

POLITICAL party registration for the 
November elections closed yesterday, 
with 73 parties confirmed registered 
and a further 14 awaiting the decision 
of the Union Election Commission, 
UEC official U Hla Maung Cho an-
nounced in Nay Pyi Taw.

The April 30 registration deadline 
was announced on March 11. No new 
applications to take part in the elec-
tion will now be considered, he said.

“According to our data, there are 
73 registered parties, and consid-
eration of the applications of the 
remaining 14 parties is under way,” 
he said.

Of the 73 registered parties, 53 
will run nationwide in the general 
election, and 20 in only states or re-
gions. A clear majority, 43 parties, are 
ethnic-based.

U Hla Maung Cho said some ap-
plications for registration had been 

denied because the applicant parties 
did not qualify under the criteria set 
out in the political party registration 
law.

“According to Section 3(a) of the 
law, at least 15 people must initiate 
the registration of their party. If the 
number for any reason falls below 15, 
the UEC can deny the application,” he 
said.

Section 4(a) of the law was amend-
ed last year so that now only citizens 
can establish a political party.

Even registered parties can be 
abolished if they do not comply with 
electoral rules and regulations. Sec-
tion 12(a) says a party will be dis-
banded if it does not field candidates 
in at least three constituencies for 
Amyotha, Pyithu or state and regional 
hluttaws.

“In 2010, five parties were abol-
ished after they failed to put up 
enough candidates,” he said, adding 
that two more were abolished after 
the 2012 by-election.

A party intending to run nation-
wide must collect 1000 members in 
90 days, and a party running at the 
state or regional level needs at least 
500 members.

LUN MIN 
MANG

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

 MILLION US$ 

60
Estimated cost of conducting  

the 2014 census, according to the  
United Nations Population Fund

A Ministry of Immigration and Population official counts census forms in Nay 
Pyi Taw in May 2014. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Up to 87 parties could field candidates in this year’s election if 
all are given approval to register by the Election Commission
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Chinese paper tests the market
KHIN SU WAI
jasminekhin@gmail.com

A woman in Mandalay holds copies of three Chinese-language publications, 
including World Daily (bottom). Photo: Khin Su Wai

Activists defy 
union leaders, 
govt on May 
Day march

LABOUR groups are making good 
on earlier threats to join with 
other protest movements by stag-
ing a mass May Day march today, 
despite requests from the govern-
ment and a prominent union not 
to demonstrate. 

Factory workers, farmers, land-
grab protesters, student activ-
ists and monks will jointly picket 
through Yangon, starting in Bo 
Sein Hman field and ending at 
Kyaikkasan sports ground.

“We will make 10 demands dur-
ing the march. These points affect 
all of us,” said U Htay, a member of 
the Labour Affairs Action Network 
and a labour representative on the 
Arbitration Council, which works 
to resolve disputes between work-
ers and employers.

Their list of requests for the 
government includes fixing the 
minimum wage at K5600 per day; 
releasing arrested labour, land 
and student activists; promoting 
labour rights; returning seized 
farmland; providing voter and de-
mocracy education; investigating 
recent police crackdowns on dem-
onstrators; and reconvening nego-
tiations on the National Education 
Law. 

Asked why the groups decided 

to unit for the march, U Htay said, 
“We are all oppressed people – not 
just the labourers but also the stu-
dents and farmers.”

The groups had initially 
planned for a larger and longer 
march that would have included 
2000 demonstrators and proceed-
ed from Mayangone to Hledan, 
passing through four townships. 

However, the authorities reject-
ed both the size and route of the 
march, ordering organisers to limit 
it to 500 people.

While the down-sized march 
has the blessing of the town-
ship authorities, organisers have 
ignored requests from both the 
Myanmar Trade Union Federa-
tion and the Ministry of Labour 
to postpone demonstrations until 
after minimum wage negotiations 
are finalised. 

U Aung Lin, chair of the Myan-
mar Trade Union Federation, said 
now was not the time for demon-
strations. He instead called for 
intensified negotiations between 
labourers, employers and govern-
ment officials to end disputes over 
pay.

“We do not blame those groups 
that are marching,” he said. “We 
each approach the labour rights is-
sues in our own way.”

The federation plans to hold 
its own May Day event in Man-
dalay. U Aung Lin said it expects 
2000 people to attend the meet-
ing, which will focus on the need 
for stronger legal protections for 
workers.

NYAN 
LYNN 
AUNG
29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

IS Mandalay ready for another Chi-
nese-language newspaper? Local 
Chinese-speakers and newspaper 
publishers experienced a mild flut-
ter of interest just after the Thing-
yan holiday with the appearance of 
a Chinese-language paper that was 
distributed door-to-door. The paper, 
World Daily, apparently emanated 
from Thailand.

But the effort was not sustained 
for long, according to local observ-
ers, who are denying Facebook ac-
counts of the rise of a new Chinese 
paper in Mandalay. U Setti, head of 
the Fuqing school and vice chair of 
the Myanmar-China Friendship As-
sociation, said the Thai-based publi-
cation was distributed out of Yangon.

“Even the longest-established 
[Chinese-language publications in 
Mandalay] are distributed out of 
Yangon. Facebook reports of a Chi-
nese-language paper based in Man-
dalay are wrong,” he said on April 29.

Well-established Chinese-lan-
guage publications include the week-
ly paper Golden Phoenix and the 
monthly magazine Mingalar, which 
is also distributed in Yunnan, China. 
Golden Phoenix, which is distributed 
in Yangon, covers Myanmar business 
and includes articles translated into 
Chinese from local papers like Voice 
and 7Days.

Ma Chaw Su Hlaing, founder of 
CSK Chinese language school, said 
there was a limited market for Chi-
nese-language reading material in 
Mandalay. “As far as I know, there 
are two types who read them: lan-
guage students and their teachers, 
and those people who can’t read 
Myanmar-language papers.”

A spokesperson for Golden Phoe-
nix, Ma Cho Thet, said the weekly 
was distributed in Chinese schools, 
adding, “It’s for people studying Chi-
nese for career purposes, University 
of Foreign Languages students and 
local Chinese. Other readers include 
investors from Taiwan, China, Singa-
pore and Malaysia.”

Ma Cho Thet said Golden Phoe-
nix was the only Chinese-language 

newspaper published in Myanmar. 
Others that surfaced occasionally 
came from Thailand or Singapore, 
she said.

Despite the interest from stu-
dents and foreign investors, some 
observers question how big the 
market for a new Chinese publica-
tion would be.

“Mandalay only has about 20,000 

to 30,000 Chinese [speakers]. The 
idea that Mandalay is full of Chinese 
people is wrong. You see a lot down-
town, but the Chinese population in 
Mandalay is relatively small, and not 
many can even read Chinese,” said 
U Kyaw Sein, chair of the Manda-
lay-Yunnan Association, which pro-
motes social activities and Chinese  
Buddhism.

MANDALAY

Government to bring back fishermen from Indonesia

PLANS are going ahead for the repa-
triation of hundreds of Myanmar fish-
ermen after their rescue from slavers. 
About 280 fishermen are now under-
going verification of their citizenship 
on the Indonesian island of Tual.

Yesterday the head of the anti-hu-
man trafficking unit, Police Brigadier 
General U Win Naing Tun, confirmed 
that the Myanmar government would 
fly the fishermen home.

“We plan to bring back the My-
anmar fishermen with government  

support,” he said.
Myanmar government officials 

have been meeting with officials of 
the International Organization for 
Migration to discuss details concern-
ing repatriation, after doubts had 
been expressed as to whether there 
was sufficient funding in place.

“We will establish their citizen-
ship on the basis of the authority of 
the Myanmar ambassador in Jakarta 
rather than sending back reports to 
the immigration department. That 
will be faster and better for the fish-
ermen,” said U Win Naing Tun.

He added that they were discuss-

ing with the Indonesian authorities 
the transfer of another 196 fishermen 
from Benjina Island to Tual, which is 
considered a safer location.

The citizenship verification pro-
cess will be complicated by the fact 
that many of the fishermen have no 
documentation, and some members 
of ethnic minorities do not speak the 
Myanmar language well.

U Sein Oo, a director general in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said 
it would not be possible to bring back 
all the fishermen at the same time, but 
priority would be given to those whose 
citizenship was confirmed first.

According to data collected by a 
Myanmar government delegation on 
Tual, 277 fishermen out of 300 on 

the island were presumed to be My-
anmar citizens, and the delegation 
is interviewing more fishermen on 
Benjina Island. The delegation has 
also discovered 24 in Jakarta who 
were apparently victims of human 
trafficking, as well as 22 more who 
were detained on Ambon Island for 
illegal fishing.

The group on Tual also includes 
fishermen from Thailand, Cambo-
dia and Laos. They were reportedly 
forced by abusive captors to crew 
mainly Thai fishing boats. The Myan-
mar delegation will continue to con-
duct search and rescue missions.

NYAN LYNN AUNG
29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

Police order organisers to alter route and 
reduce participants from 2000 to 500

196
Fishermen that Myanmar authorities 

are trying to have transferred from 
Benjina to Tual
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Dry zone water, sanitation 
get a boost from projects
About 45,000 people living in the coun-
try’s dry midsection will benefit from 
an internationally funded program to 
improve hygiene and access to clean 
water. The improvements, costing 
some US$1.3 million in total, will be 
carried out in three regions and two 
states over the next three years.

Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) 
will be implementing the Community-
Based Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Program, which is funded by the 
Korean Red Cross, Samsung and the 
Cartier Charitable Foundation.

Large parts of Mandalay, Magwe and 
Sagaing regions and Kachin and Kayin 
states suffer perennial water shortag-
es because of low rainfall, inadequate 
water sources and poor infrastructure, 
and the problem is exacerbated by bad 
toilet facilities that assist the spread of 
diseases, including diarrhoea.

Dr Naing Naing, deputy director of 
the MRCS health department, said 
MRCS would develop wells and lakes, 
dig refuse pits, provide materials to 
build fly-proof latrines and give training 
on healthy living.

The Korean Red Cross and Samsung 
will provide 600 million won ($561,695) 
to cover 23 villages in six townships of 
Mandalay, Magwe and Sagaing regions 
to implement improvements for 26,425 
people through 2016.

Improvements covering 27 villages 
in eight townships with a population 
of 19,489 people will be carried out in 
those three regions, and in Kachin and 
Kayin states, in 2015-2017, said MRCS, 
with funding of 750,000 Swiss francs 
($784,027) from the Cartier Charitable 
Foundation. – Myint Kay Thi

IN BRIEF

One storm away from ruin

IN the seven years since Cyclone Nar-
gis devastated the Ayeyarwady Delta, 
killing hundreds of thousands of 
people overnight, scores of interna-
tional NGOs have carried out dozens 
of disaster-relief programs in areas 
thought to be at risk. But in many 
places, people still live just one storm 
away from ruin.

The fierce winds that struck 
Wakema township, Ayeyarwady 
Region, on April 11 were barely re-
ported outside the hot, flat, remote 
villages that they levelled. 

Most of the villagers here subsist 
on fishing in the ponds and tributar-
ies, and on paddy cultivation. In the 
rainy season, floodwaters lap at their 
doors, but in summer the ground all 
around is cracked with the heat, and 
the paddy stubble is all burned, leav-
ing the houses high and dry on their 
spindly bamboo stilts.

The April 11 cyclone killed no 
one, but destroyed nearly 80 of those 
houses. Residents say storms afflict 
them every year, but nothing has 
been done in the way of protection 
against natural disasters.

Mother-of-three Daw Cho Mar 
Htwe swings the hammock on 
which her 18-month-old son is try-
ing to sleep. He has been sick for 
three days with diarrhoea, and she 
is worried. In addition to the boy’s 
eight-year-old sister and five-year-
old brother, Daw Cho Mar Htwe 
also has to look after her 70-year-old 
mother.

“We are earning a bare living, 
from hand to mouth,” she said.

The family lives in Lay Eain Dan, 
a village of some 50 households 
about 20 kilometres (12 miles) from 
Wakema. The storm stripped the 
thatch from the house, which has 

no windows and no door, and is lit, 
currently, by the sunlight that pours 
through what is left of the roof.

U Mya Maung, 60, a farmer in 
Lay Eain Dan village, said his house 
had been completely wrecked by the 
storm.

He said his family had passed that 
terrible night without shelter from 
the wind and rain, huddling together 
on an embankment.

“We’re still living under canvas 
because I can’t afford to rebuild,” he 
said.

U Aung Aung, the village admin-
istrator, said on April 26 that he had 
reported the damage to the township 
authorities. “So far I’ve had no re-
sponse,” he said.

Aleh Seh village, 8km away, lost 
39 houses in the storm. Unlike at 
Lay Ein Den, residents said the gov-
ernment has provided assistance. 
Village administrator U Maung Tu 
said the township authorities had 

provided five bags of rice, K5000 and 
other emergency assistance to each 
family, and the Myanmar Red Cross 
had given them kitchen sets.

He attributed this to his “good 
relationship” with the authorities, 
which stemmed from the long time 
he had held the post. 

But the assistance from the au-
thorities to Aleh Seh fails to hide 

the fact that the government has in-
vested almost nothing in providing 
services to these villages.

Barely 100 miles (164 kilometres) 
from car-choked Yangon, the only ac-
cess most villages have to Wakema 
is agricultural embankments. These 
human-made waterways are muddy 
and green with algae, but also the vil-
lages’ only source of drinking water. 

Clogged with flotsam, the stink 
fills the air. 

“The government auctions off the 
creeks [to fishing companies] but 
doesn’t clean out the drain,” com-
plained U Maung Tu.

Villagers say they have com-
plained to their local parliamentar-
ians – two from the Union Solidar-
ity and Development Party and one 
from the National League for Democ-
racy – but received no response.

They have now given up hope on 
receiving help from them. “They only 
came here to get votes at election 
time. They never bother to help us 
in the hard times,” said one resident.

During the past week, the Yan-
gon volunteer youth group Network 
came to hear of the destruction of 
Wakema. Forty different groups have 
pooled their resources and are coor-
dinating the provision of emergency 
assistance. They are also urging more 
support from local donors.

“The villagers need so much help, 
but our funding is limited,” organiser 
Tin Maung Myint said.

Dr Zar Ni Win, who runs a mobile 
medical team attached to Network, 
said the villagers needed health edu-
cation as well as medical assistance. 
“Some of them have never seen a 
doctor before,” he said.

After the cyclone came the strong 
sunshine, and soon more rains will 
come.

Daw Cho Mar Htwe tries to keep 
her sense of humour. “Unfortunately, 
my house was not completely de-
stroyed, otherwise I would have re-
ceived some aid,” she said. She keeps 
rocking her youngest, trying to keep 
him out of the sun.

WA LONE

walone14@gmail.com

A recent storm in the delta highlights how grinding poverty leaves families unable to cope when diaster strikes

‘We’re still living 
under canvass 
because I can’t 
afford to rebuild.’

U Mya Maung 
Lay Eain Dan village resident

Illegal timber seized in Mandalay
Forestry department investigators 
said yesterday they had seized nearly 
180 tonnes of illegal timber, along with 
sawmill equipment, in Thazi township, 
Mandalay Region, between April 23 
and 25.

The investigators seized 61.5 tonnes 
of hardwood on April 23, 76 tonnes 
on April 24 and 36 tonnes on April 
25, along with 14 sawmill engines, 25 
circular saws and related equipment, 
two dynamos, two wood cutters, two 
tongue-and-groove plank machines, 
a chainsaw and a motor vehicle, and 
made six arrests.

“High demand and high prices from 
overseas encourage this trade. We will 
make arrests whenever we receive in-
formation. We are also aware of illegal 
logging in Katha township, Sagaing 
Region,” said U Pyae Sone Myo, the 
director of the investigation depart-
ment. – Pyae Thet Phyo, translation by 
Emoon

A resident of Lay Eain Dan village in Wakema township clears thatch and bamboo from his damaged home on April 26. Photo: Wa Lone

Yangon private schools wait on 
registration approvals
Private education is booming in Myan-
mar. Since the Private School Registra-
tion Law was passed in December, 
2012, nearly 160 private educational 
establishments have sprung up across 
the country. In Yangon, education 
officials have received more than 100 
applications to open private schools 
in academic year 2015-2016, one said 
yesterday.

A spokesperson for the Department 
of No 3 Basic Education (Yangon Re-
gion) said the list of approved estab-
lishments would be released before 
the academic year begins in June.

“We are now reviewing the applicants 
before granting the permits,” he said.

Teachers seeking employment in the 
private schools must also be regis-
tered, and 855 applicants are waiting to 
be interviewed on May 5.

U Maung Sein, who has applied to 
run a private school in Yangon, told 
The Myanmar Times yesterday that the 
long processing time made it hard to 
attract students.

“It would be better if were told earli-
er about the success of our application 
so we could publicise the fact and open 
enrolment,” he said. “We can’t do that 
until we get the permit.” – May Thinzar 
Naing, translation by Thiri Min Htun

WAKEMA, AYEYARWADY REGION

Daw Cho Mar Htwe (second right) sits in her damaged home in Lay Eain Dan 
village with her children and 70-year-old mother on April 26. Photo: Wa Lone
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Views
Can Myanmar afford to burn coal? 

ON April 28, The Myanmar 
Times reported that the 
Myanmar government has 
so far signed 12 provisional 
contracts for coal-powered 

electricity-generating stations. There 
have also been numerous oil and gas 
research and exploration contracts 
signed in the past year.

For most people in Myanmar, 
who have no electricity supply or an 
unreliable supply, this might seem 
like good news. But can Myanmar, 
which ranks second as the country 
most vulnerable to climate change 
and natural disasters, afford to go 
down the path of fossil-fuel power 
generation? And will most ordinary 
people benefit from this kind of 
power generation?

The fact that the government 
is seeking to increase electric-
ity generation is a welcome policy 
shift. While neighbouring coun-
tries enjoy electricity provided by 
Myanmar’s natural resources, people 
in Myanmar still sit in the dark at 
night. The previous government was 
more interested in earning dollars 
for military spending and luxury 
lifestyles than in providing electricity 
to homes and developing Myanmar’s 
economy.

The new military-backed gov-
ernment has a slightly different 
agenda. They do want to use some 
of Myanmar’s natural resources to 
generate power for domestic use. 
However, their motivations for doing 
so might not be completely altru-
istic and could be leading them to 
make rushed decisions that will have 
long-term negative impacts, both 
environmentally and financially. 

One motivation is that they see 
developing Myanmar’s economy as 
a matter of restoring national pride. 
They don’t want to be the poor man 
of ASEAN any longer. Many people 
in Myanmar share this view, but 
they want to see the economy grow 
through good-quality jobs, not as a 
source of cheap labour for export fac-
tories. Another motivation is politi-
cal, hoping that the Myanmar people 
will accept a perceived Chinese-style 
compromise of economic growth 
subduing demands for democracy 
and human rights.

President U Thein Sein high-
lighted both of these motivations 
in his inaugural speech to parlia-
ment in March 2011. “Regarding the 
economic might, we have to try for 
economic growth. If our country is 
not economically strong, it will face 
underestimation and unfair treat-
ment from other countries. National 
economy is associated with political 
affairs. If the nation enjoys economic 
growth, the people will become 
affluent, and they will not be under 

influence of internal and external 
elements,” he said at the time.

Electricity generation is key to 
economic growth. With Myanmar 
in dire need of power and rich in 
fossil-fuel resources, it might make 
sense on face value to develop these 
resources. However, in its rush to 
generate electricity, it is ignoring key 
problems.

Coal is one of the dirtiest fuels 
in the world. There is no such thing 
as clean coal. Coal releases not only 
carbon into the atmosphere – a cause 
of climate change – but many other 
pollutants as well. Then there is 
the damage caused by mining and 
transport. In Myanmar there are also 
concerns about how people near big 
mining and development projects 
are treated.

No individual weather event can 
be directly linked to climate change, 
but science does tell us that climate 
change will cause more extreme 
weather events, to which Myanmar 
is especially vulnerable. The more 
fossil fuels like coal, oil and gas that 
Myanmar uses to generate electricity, 
the more carbon is released, contrib-

uting to climate change. This means 
a greater likelihood of extreme 
weather events, such as Cyclone 
Nargis and Cyclone Giri.

It is not only climate change that 
raises questions about the wisdom 
of the government’s current ap-
proach to power generation. Coal is 
a fuel of the past. The government 
is investing in coal at a time when 
many countries around the world 
are moving away from it and toward 
renewables. Foreign companies 
building and running these power 
stations will likely tie the people 
of Myanmar into decades-long 
contracts for power generation that 
could end up costing more than 
clean alternatives. Power stations 
also require large and expensive 
infrastructure for the transport 
of electricity. Economically, it will 
never be viable to transport cen-
trally generated power to remote 
and rural areas of the countries, 
leaving more than half the popula-
tion unlikely to benefit.

Choosing fossil-fuel-burning 
power stations to generate electricity 
today is equivalent to the govern-
ment choosing phone landlines over 
mobiles. Mobile-phone technology 
is starting to enable people to have 
phones in areas where landlines 
were never an option. The same 
must now happen with electricity. 
For people in more remote areas, 
their only hope of having electricity 

is to leapfrog fossil fuels and cables 
in the same way mobile technology 
is leapfrogging landlines. Solar, wind 
and other renewables are the future, 
not coal.

The fault of this flawed power 
policy does not solely lie with the 
government. Behind the scenes 
foreign companies have been advis-

ing and lobbying them on the new 
national strategy for energy genera-
tion. Energy giants don’t make their 
money from solar power. It isn’t hard 
to join the dots.

Mark Farmaner is director at Burma 
Campaign UK.

MARK 
FARMANER

mark.farmaner@burmacampaign.org.uk

Photo: Shutterstock.com

Don’t forget the white elephants
WHITE elephants – the literal kind 
– have been proud possessions of 
rulers in South and Southeast Asian 
nations since the days of city-states, 
fiefdoms, kings and emperors.

The myth lives on. Many Myanmar 
people still regard white elephants 
as a symbol of power and influence. 
Times have changed, however, and one 
should take a look at the myth from 
a different perspective. Elephants, be 
they white, grey or pink, are creatures 
with which we cohabit this corner of 
the world. Their existence – and pos-
sible extinction – is an important sym-
bol of the state of our planet.

Environmental issues, however, 
have been noticeably absent from 

debate around this year’s election. 
Each political party has a long list of 
other topics that they are pushing, 
from constitutional amendments to 
the voting system, ethnic conflict to 
resource sharing. There are also land 
confiscations, labour rights and edu-
cation to consider.

The official campaign period for 
the election does not start until the 
Union Election Commission gives a 
green light. However, it’s neither too 
early nor too late for political par-
ties to begin putting environmental 
issues near the top of their policy 
priorities.

Parties should not overlook recent 
developments at the Letpadaung 

copper mine, logging and deforesta-
tion in many areas of the country, 
and the future of the gigantic Myit-
sone dam in Kachin State. The presi-
dent has halted the dam only for his 
term in office, so its fate is unclear 
beyond the election.

All of these issues are political, 
but also have deep environmental 
implications.

Elephants of all shapes and sizes 
– including the white kind that are 
so valued – should serve as a remind-
er to politicians and candidates in 
this year’s general election that the 
public cares about the environment. 
They are waiting for political parties 
to listen to them.
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Business

SPANISH hotel chain Melia Hotels 
International signed a deal yester-
day that will place a five-star Melia 
brand hotel at a prominent Viet-
namese-owned development.

The Melia Hotel Yangon will be 
part of the mixed-use Hoang Anh 
Gia Lai (HAGL) Myanmar Centre 
next to the Sedona Hotel near Inya 
Lake.

HAGL Group chief executive Vo 
Thuong Son said the hotel itself will 
be owned by the Vietnamese firm, 
but managed by Melia Hotels Inter-
national.

“We believe that with wide 
knowledge and experience in hotel 
and tourism service management 
worldwide, Melia will be able to 
help our hotel operate efficiently 
and bring high values to custom-
ers,” he said yesterday.

HAGL is one of Vietnam’s largest 
companies. Founded in 1993, it has 
recently focused on agriculture and 
property development, with a num-
ber of regional businesses.

HAGL Group began work on 
its US$440 million Yangon project 
in June 2013, after signing a long-
term build-operate-transfer agree-
ment with the Ministry of Tourism 
in 2012. The first phase will include 
a 27-storey commercial centre, two 
office towers and a 23-storey hotel, 
with work to be finished this year.

The second phase will be largely 
completed in 2016, including four 
residential blocks with 1800 apart-
ments and an office tower.

Earlier this year, Rowsley, a Sin-
gaporean firm, signed an agreement 
to purchase a 50 percent stake in 
the HAGL Myanmar Centre for $275 
million. In early April, Rowsley 
walked away from the deal, claim-
ing an agreement could not be 
reached over the details of the in-
vestment structure.

Work is continuing on the de-
velopment, with tenants slated to 
move in within months.

Cao Duy Thinh, managing direc-
tor of HAGL Group Myanmar, said 
the entire phase 1, including the 
429-room Melia Yangon Hotel, will 
open in September, though the two 
office towers could open sooner.

Work on the second phase will 

start in May or June, with “the 
whole project fully completed by 
2017,” he told The Myanmar Times.

Minister of Hotels and Tourism 
U Htay Aung said tourism has be-
come one of the main sectors driv-
ing the country’s economy .

“Melia Yangon is joining with 
existing international hotels chains 
like Kempinski, Hilton, Accor, 
Wyndham, Pan Pacific, [by operat-
ing] in Myanmar,” he said. “As our 
tourism sector progresses on track, 
Melia will support the shortages of 
hotel rooms for the rising number 
of tourist arrivals to the country.”

Melia was founded in 1956 in 
Spain, operating more than 370 ho-
tels around the world.

Its senior vice president for Asia 
Pacific Region Bernardo Cabot said 
Melia Yangon will become the first 
“urban leisure” hotel in Myanmar.

“We arrive in Myanmar aware 
that this country has the potential 
to become one of the most admired 
and competitive tourist destina-
tions worldwide,” he said.

“The Melia brand is our most in-
ternational brand and it suited per-
fectly the HAGL project in Yangon, 
where it will offer a perfect blend of 
business and leisure offering. An ex-
traordinary project with an extraor-
dinary brand which will further in-
crease the prestige of Yangon as a 
destination.” 

Work continues at the HAGL Myanmar Centre yesterday. Photo: Aung Myin Ye Zaw

Yangon’s Vietnamese development lands Melia hotel

ZAW WIN 
THAN

zawwinthan@gmail.com

THE Ministry of Agriculture and 
Irrigation has announced a plan 
to export up to 500 tonnes of chili 
peppers to South Korea as a test.

Most of the peppers will be 
grown in the Nay Pyi Taw area as 
part of efforts to enlarge agricul-
tural exports, according to minister 
U Myint Hlaing.

“South Korea has said they want 
to buy chili peppers from Myanmar. 
First, we will export a quantity as a 

test, but we will export more if the 
first shipment shows promise,” said 
ministry information officer U Win 
Hlaing Oo.

Although the agricultural sec-
tor has received significant govern-
ment support, it has proven chal-
lenging developing quality crops to 
meet international standards.

There are currently two chili 
plantations in Ottra Thiri township 
of Nay Pyi Taw – one 50 acres and 
the other 20 acres.

U Win Hlaing Oo said the pep-
pers are expected to be harvested in 

June, though the price per tonne is 
presently unknown.

Farmers say the crop has enjoyed 
success due to strong local demand. 
U Khin Maung Lwin, a Pyinmana 
township chili farmer, said prices 
are usually strong early in the rainy 
season, though can be affected by 
heavy rains.

Chili peppers grown in Nay Pyi 
Taw are common sights in Yangon 
and Mandalay markets. 

The peppers were selling for 
K3500 per viss (1.6 kilogrammes or 
3.6 pounds) in the capital earlier 
this month.

– Translation by Zar Zar soe

Chili peppers for South Korea
HTOO THANT
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

Android users can now turn to 
Google search to find misplaced 
phones in Myanmar.

The American search giant re-
vealed via a blog post that its new 
phone-finding service has been 
rolled out to Myanmar earlier this 
month.

Android users that Google 
search “Find my phone” from com-
puters can track down a mobile that 
has been misplaced, so long as the 
phone has been enabled for cellular 
data and location services and runs 
the most recent version of Google’s 
app. 

The service allows users to lock 
and wipe lost phones, as well as 
to make them ring. Phones found 
online will show up pinpointed on 
Google Maps. 

One Myanmar mobile developer 
called the service useful, but said he 
doubted it would help local people. 

“I think most Myanmar people 
won’t run cellular data on their 
phone, so this service can’t manage 
your lost phone,” said Yangon devel-
oper U Aung Thu Ya. 

“We also need to open GPS if you 
want to know the phone’s location.” 

Google launched its local Myan-
mar search engine in 2013, and has 
since become an increasing pres-
ence in the country. 

Google Translate for Myanmar 
language debuted last December, 
followed by Myanmar language 
Gmail in February.

Mobile and internet penetration 
rates have rapidly increased follow-
ing the launch of two foreign telcos 
in the second half of last year.

Google 
search 
now finds 
phones
AUNG THU RA
aungthura.smith@gmail.com

‘South Korea has 
said they want to 
buy chili peppers 
from Myanmar.’

U Win Hlaing Oo 
Ministry of Agriculture

A sampling of chili peppers for sale in a Yangon market. Photo: Staff
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Exchange Rates (April 30 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1175
K305
K805

K33
K1086

K1210
K320
K833

K35
K1095

Controversial project 
planned near historic 
Rangoon Turf Club

Apple makes it to the 
top but may find it 
tough to stay there

PROPERTY 12 BUSINESS 14

A REVIEW into declining natural gas 
production from the Yetagun field 
ought to be complete by October, ac-
cording to an official from Myanma Oil 
and Gas Enterprise.

The field, operated by Malaysian 
state firm Petronas, experienced a sig-
nificant drop in gas production last 
year. Operators are now looking to 
scale back its production targets.

“Currently the field is producing 
up to 360 million cubic feet per day 
(MMCFD) for export to Thailand. Pro-
duction had reached a plateau at 450 
MMCFD before the decline,” said the 
official, who requested anonymity as he 
is not permitted to speak to the media.

Petronas Carigali, which holds near-
ly 41 percent, and its partners Myanma 
Oil and Gas Enterprise, with 20.45pc, 
and PTTEP of Thailand and Nippon 
Oil Exploration with 19.32pc each will 
negotiate new terms with the buyers, 
notably Thai authorities.

“The size of the possible gas reserve 
has been disclosed to the buyer,” he 
said. “Maximum production at Yetagun 
could drop to 200 MMCFD after the 
October deal – but it still needs to be 
agreed to by PTT.”

Yetagun is the second-oldest of My-
anmar’s four offshore gas production 
sites. First discovered in 1992, it began 
operating in 2000.

Located in the Moattma offshore 
area, previous estimates have pegged 
gas reserves at 4.16 trillion cubic feet 
on the site, which spans shallow wa-
ter blocks M-12, M-13 and M-14.

PTT chief operating officer Nut-
tachat Charuchinda said in February 
that Yetagun has been producing less 
than agreed on, according to Thai 
newspaper The Nation. He said the 
existing contracted amount is 400 
MMCFD, but over the past year, sup-
ply had been about 250 MMCFD.

Myanmar currently produces 
about 2 billion cubic feet per day, with 
most coming from offshore projects.

TRADING in beans, pulses and paddy 
could move from warehouses to the 
web as soon as this month, as the My-
anmar International Commodity Ex-
change (MICEx) prepares to launch its 
online platform.

The exchange will allow for online 
spot and futures trading, clearing and 
settling in a range of commodities, 
eventually expanding from agricultural 
products to other items such as gold. 

“The exchange is all set to go live in 
a short time. We have all the required 
systems, operations and risk manage-
ment in place,” said MICEx project 
manager Kedar Silohi.

Farmers will be able to check prices 

through ticker boards installed in vil-
lagers and via an SMS system. Prices 
will also be referenced on the exchange 
website and through a smartphone ap-
plication – which will also allow farm-
ers to input sell quotes.

The exchange is to be launched in 
the next month or two, in conjunction 
with Indian conglomerate Pearl Group. 
Selling is to be free for farmers, though 
buyers will pay a fee on purchases.

The MICEx backers are also work-
ing in other parts of the agricultural 
products logistics chain in Myanmar, 
having begun warehouse receipt fi-
nancing with Yoma and United Amara 
Banks.

Warehouse receipt financing al-
lows farmers to physically place their 
harvested crops in the company’s 
warehouses for use as collateral for 
short-term loans. Farmers are able to 
use the loans to pay for immediate ex-
penses, instead of selling their crops at 
the year’s lowest prices. They are also 
able to hold out for higher prices later 

in the year – though some farmers say 
that storage fees and pressing needs for 
capital could keep them from waiting 
around.

Mr Silohi said at harvest time, com-
modity prices are low, and at peak times 
the price is high, but currently “the 
farmer is not taking advantage of that.”

After dropping off commodities at a 
MICEx warehouse, a farmer can decide 
when he would like to sell his goods. 
A company representative takes over 
trading for the farmer, who leaves the 
warehouse with a receipt and a quality 
certificate so long as his products are 
up to par. Afterwards, the farmer can 
retrieve payment from the banks.

A fee is charged for storing crops.
While there are possible advantages 

for farmers, some have reservations 
about the program.

 “Farmers don’t know the price 
changes,” said U Mg Pyone, a farmer 
from Zalon township in Ayeyarwaddy 
Region. “We need money for input and 
to settle debts ... I think it will be com-

plicated in the future, instead of lead-
ing to profit for farmers.”

MICEx chair U Sein Win Hlaing 
said there is a big difference between 
his business and those that are out to 
cheat farmers. “It is not like the func-
tion similar to big companies giving 
loans to farmers, taking back the seeds 
at low prices,” he said. “We are helping 
the farmers.” 

But some have shown they will take 
convincing of the benefits of ware-
house receipt financing. 

“I think that farmers won’t profit 

from the system, though it won’t harm 
them,” said Freedom of Farmers League 
president U Thein Aung. 

As soon as paddy gets harvested, 
half to three-quarters of the crop must 
be sold to satisfy costs of planting and 
get ready for the next season, according 
to U Thein Aung. 

“How can we wait for prices to in-
crease while paying warehouse mainte-
nance fees?” he asked. 

The firm has signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with Indian 
warehousing company Sohan Lal Com-
modity Management for the warehouse 
receipt financing. It currently has four 
warehouses in Yangon.

It also claims a permit from the 
Ministry of National Planning and 
Economic Development for the right 
to research the country’s commodities 
market, conduct a feasibility study on 
setting up commodity exchange cen-
tres in Myanmar, work to start these 
centres on behalf of Pearl Group and 
then run them. 

Yetagun 
review by 
October
AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

Commodity trading takes to the internet

CATHERINE 
TRAUTWEIN

SU PHYO WIN

‘The exchange is 
all set to go live in a 
short time.’

Kedar Silohi 
Commodity exchange manager
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KYAIKKASAN sports ground covers a 
vast expanse of prime real estate in the 
heart of Yangon that has entertained 
and thrilled for decades, while also con-
cealing a darker past as a temporary de-
tention centre used during crackdowns 
by the former military regime. 

Now the historic site, once home 
of the colonial-era Rangoon Turf Club 
racecourse, is said to be slated for de-
velopment as a commercial complex 
by a consortium of Japanese and My-
anmar companies. Controversy sur-
rounds the project, with questions be-
ing asked over how the contract was 
awarded and for what purposes.

In a city of frenetically expanding 
construction sites and diminishing 
open areas, Kyaikkasan is treasured 
by residents, despite its rundown, so-
cialist-era feel.

The sprawling grounds, covering 
over 100 acres, are currently used by 
the Institute of Sports and Physical 
Education under the sports ministry. 
The horses are long gone but the insti-
tute is involved in training and coach-
ing more than 30 sports and activities, 
including archery, badminton, basket-
ball, billiards, athletics and cycling. 
Last month it hosted the 11th annual 
Traditional Kite Design and Dueling 
Competition. 

“In the early morning, there are 
many people who come here for their 
daily exercises, especially jogging,” 
said a member of staff who asked not 
to be named.

“The Institute of Sports and Physi-
cal Education is teaching courses here, 
especially for high school students. 
There is almost every kind of sports 
training here,” he added. He said he 
had no idea about the controversy 

over its future. 
In late January, New Light of My-

anmar, a state newspaper, described a 
meeting between U Win Tun, minister 
for environment and forestry, and a 
Japanese businessman representing  
Kyaikkasan Land Development Pte. 
They were said to have discussed up-
grading the sports institute and devel-
oping a commercial complex.

The newspaper reported that Kyai-
kkasan Land Development had been 

registered in Singapore for the project 
in cooperation with Raysum, a Japa-
nese property management company; 
Ikeya Corporation, a Japanese busi-
ness consultancy in Myanmar; and 
Mariana Investment, a local company.

Kyaikkasan Land Development 
could not be reached for comment. 
U Sein Lwin, the company’s deputy 
chair, is also head of the Timber Mer-
chants Association which declined 
to provide his contact details. Ikeya 
declined to comment. Mariana In-
vestment could not be reached for 
comment.

The ministry of information said on 
its website that Kyaikkasan Land Devel-
opment would invest in upgrading the 
Institute of Sports and Physical Educa-
tion and build a “central business dis-
trict”. It said that Azusa Sekkei, a Japa-
nese firm of architects, would design 
the complex to be built by Mitsubishi. 
AEON Mall, a Japanese mall developer, 
would build shopping centers and su-
permarkets, while it expected further 
investments by leading Japanese com-
panies in the business district.

Local media reported a month 
ago, quoting a member of Yangon re-
gional parliament, that no tender was 
held for the Kyaikkasan development 
ground and that the proposal was sent 

directly by the companies to President 
U Thein Sein.

The plans have stirred up a broad 
debate among the public, but relevant 
officials deny knowledge of it.

U Zaw Htay, director of the presi-
dent’s office, said on April 22 that 
he did not know about the project, 
although the Yangon regional parlia-
ment had said it was a state project. 

“This is the first time I’ve ever 
heard about that project. You should 
ask the relevant  ministry,” he told The 
Myanmar Times. 

A sports ministry official said the 
ministry had no involvement in the 
project. “The project is a government 
project. We are not working on it… We 
are not working on business matters. 
The ministry is working only to im-
prove sport for the country,” he said. 

Daw Nyo Nyo Thin, an opposition 
lawmaker in the Yangon regional par-
liament, proposed cancelling the pro-
ject in early April, but it rejected her 
proposal. 

“According to the law, projects to 
be done in Yangon region should be 
sent to hluttaw beforehand. Before 
sending it to the president, the com-
panies should let the regional parlia-
ment know. Technically, discussing 
the project in the regional parliament, 

investigating the tender committee, 
confirming and making the decision 
by regional parliament are usual pro-
cedures,” she said.

Daw Nyo Nyo Thin presented let-
ters of objection by urban planning 
experts, civil societies, and some gov-
ernment departments.

U Harry Phone Thant, a senior ad-
visor of Myanmar Tourism Federation, 
says the ground is about 150 years old. 
The Rangoon Turf Club moved there 
in 1926.

“It is a historical ground because of 
its background,” he said, noting that 
Union Day, Peasants Day and May Day 
rallies were held there during the so-
cialist era under Ne Win. 

The now crumbling art deco mem-
bers stand was used by delegates from 
far and wide to deliver speeches extol-
ling the virtues of socialism. It also 
served as a stage for entertainers, such 
as the popular zat pwe troupes Shwe-
man Thabin and Sein Aung Min.

“The grounds were transformed 
into a fair ground. All government de-
partments had their own show-stands. 
The smaller private entrepreneurs had 
theirs. It was a big occasion for every-
body, especially the black marketeers 
who would buy up the items on sale 
and sell back at a profit,” he added.

Business complex for Yangon’s historic 
sporting grounds stirs up controversy

Children flew kites of their own last weekend during the 11th annual Traditional Kite Competition at Kyaikkasan sporting grounds in 
Tarmwe township, the potential site of a large future development. Photo: Eli Meixler

The grounds are some of Yangon’s largest open spaces. Photo: Eli Meixler

NEW York city developers including 
Vornado Realty Trust and Related Cos. 
are seeking Chinese partners for new 
projects, according to top executives 
at the companies.

“We do have aspirations to do some 
things which would involve Chinese 
capital and Chinese investors,” Ste-
ven Roth, chairm and chief executive 
officer of Vornado, said at a forum 
hosted by the China General Chamber 
of Commerce at Bloomberg LP’s New 
York headquarters. 

“It’s likely that Vornado would do 
something important with Chinese in-
vestors over the next year or two.”

Chinese institutions are becom-
ing a formidable force in New York 
City real estate as they seek to invest 
stockpiles of cash. Beijing-based An-
bang Insurance Group Co. bought the 
landmark Waldorf Astoria hotel in 
February for US$1.95 billion, the larg-
est deal ever for a US hotel. Also that 
month, the firm agreed to purchase 
the office portion of 717 Fifth Ave., a 
26-storey office tower in midtown 
Manhattan, according to people with 
knowledge of the transaction.

Chinese companies are interest-
ed in developing projects as well as 
in providing cash, according to Jeff 

Blau, CEO of Related, the developer of 
Manhattan’s Time Warner Center and 
Hudson Yards.

“Many of the Chinese companies 
don’t perceive themselves just as 
capital investors,” Mr Blau said at the 
event. “The conversations are much 
more about an active partnership.”

Related’s Hudson Yards, a $20 bil-
lion undertaking that aims to trans-
form an industrial area at the city’s 
western edge into a business center 
and residential enclave, will need 
capital from around the globe, he said. 
With more than 17 million square feet 
(1.6 million square meters) planned, 

the project is the largest private real 
estate development in US history, ac-
cording to the company.

In addition to making deals with 
Chinese institutions, New York develop-
ers are increasingly turning to Chinese 
individuals who invest in US projects 
through the federal government’s EB-5 
program as a path to legal residency. At 
Hudson Yards, cash raised through the 
EB-5 program was critical in financing 
a platform that will sit over a 13-acre 
(5.3-hectare) train yard. Related has 
raised $800 million in funds through 
the program, Mr Blau said.

Extell Development Co. used $75 

million in EB-5 funds for its Interna-
tional Gem Tower office building on 
West 47th Street, Extell President Gary 
Barnett said at the forum. It’s getting 
more expensive to raise cash through 
the program as competition between 
developers increases, said Barnett. His 
company built the One57 condomini-
um tower, which set off a high-end resi-
dential construction boom in Midtown.

As US commercial-property values 
surge to records, led by gains in large 
cities such as New York and San Fran-
cisco, some segments of the Manhat-
tan market may be getting overheated, 
the executives said.– Bloomberg

Big Apple developers seeking out Chinese partners
NEW YORK

NOE NOE 
AUNG

noenoeag@gmail.com
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OPINION

BY every measure that counts, Apple 
had an extraordinary quarter. It is cur-
rently the best performing technology 
bellwether, and tech is arguably the 
hottest place for investors to be right 
now. Apple’s revenue and growth 
trounce those of other hardware mak-
ers like Dell and Hewlett- Packard. 
And it’s wildly profitable, all while 
growing at breakneck speed.

The planet’s most admired gadget 
maker is the rare company that can 
outperform its competitors by such 
wide margins. Three months ago it 
reported the most profitable quarter 
ever achieved by a publicly traded 
company. Its market capitalisation 
has soared past US$700 billion, which 
makes Apple the most highly valued 
company in the world. Not bad for a 
nearly 40-year-old tech company that 
started out selling home PC kits.

It all reminds me of the spring of 
2008.

Back then, Goldman Sachs stood 
at the pinnacle of the financial ser-
vices industry, a business that was an 
important driver of US and global eco-
nomic growth. Goldman had posted 
record revenue of $46 billion in 2007, 
earning $11.4 billion along the way, ac-
cording to Bloomberg data.

An epic financial crisis soon en-
sued, of course, and Goldman’s rev-
enue, stock price and reputation all 
slumped. Goldman remains a vibrant 
Wall Street player and its fortunes 
have rebounded in recent years, but 
it has yet to fully revisit the heights it 
once occupied several years ago.

When companies achieve the kind 
of dominance Goldman once enjoyed, 
they can seem invincible. But they’re 
actually quite vulnerable because they 
not only have to perform well, but also 
at a level that’s almost impossible to 
sustain for long periods of time.

In a Fortune feature from 2008, 
ominously titled “The Man Who Must 
Keep Goldman Growing,” the firm’s 
chief executive, Lloyd Blankfein, was 
hyper-aware of the challenges ahead. 
He fretted over the odds of a business 
like his hitting the shoals – 9 percent if 
you performed poorly, 3pc if you were 
really good, and (presciently) 100pc 

if a crisis hit and all hell broke loose. 
As Fortune put it, Mr Blankfein at the 
time didn’t want to be “the Goldman 
chief who falls off the tightrope.”

Apple CEO Tim Cook doesn’t seem 
like a Blankfein-type worrier. In fact, 
he came across as cool and confident 
during the company’s earnings call 
this week. But the question remains 
of how he’ll continue to fuel growth 
at his juggernaut, which has grown 
in size, earnings and position that 
is light-years beyond anything that 
Goldman ever achieved.

This week Apple said that its quar-
terly net income soared 33pc to $13.6 
billion – much more than Goldman 
has earned in any year except for 2007 
and 2009. Revenue in the quarter rose 
27pc to $58 billion. Apple upped its 
capital-return program and increased 
its dividend by 11pc. If iPhone 6 and 
iPhone 6 Plus demand continues 
apace, Apple could report its highest 
annual profit since 2012.

Angelo Zino, an equity analyst at 
S&P Capital IQ, thinks that Apple has 
done remarkably well – but he still has 
a “hold” rating on the stock. Mr Zino 
agrees that as companies climb higher 
it gets harder for them to continue to 
beat, or even meet, expectations. He 
says that at some point Apple’s topline 

growth will decelerate. It will get 
harder for Apple do better than it did 
the year before, especially as it racks 
up record quarter after record quarter.

I can’t say with any certainty when 
things will slow down for Apple. But 
there are pivotal areas to watch as it 
figures out how to manage the risks 
that come with being at the top of the 
heap.

China could emerge as the com-
pany’s most important relationship to 
watch. Apple said that last quarter’s 
iPhone sales in China were greater 
than in the US for the first time. IDC 
analyst Crawford Del Prete said dur-
ing an appearance on Bloomberg 
West that going forward it will be 
hard to envision a time when China 
isn’t the company’s biggest customer.

All well and good, but this also 
could make Apple vulnerable to vicis-
situdes in China’s economy and to a 
government that wants security con-
cessions from tech companies that do 
business within its borders. While Ap-
ple is known for being a staunch ad-
vocate of consumer privacy, it also has 
a massive supply chain operation that 
relies on Chinese labour – creating a 
recipe for a complicated relationship.

White-hot iPhone sales have ta-
bled the question of Apple’s product 

diversity for now, but that doesn’t 
mean the question is moot. Mr Zino 
points out that global smart phone 
sales growth industrywide is slowing 
down from north of 25pc last year to 
somewhere in the low teens this year.

It also looks unlikely that the iPad 
will ever be a big product for Apple. 
The device currently accounts for 
about 9 percent of Apple’s revenue, 
and the company reported in the 
quarter that iPad sales are falling. 
Even when larger-screen models are 
introduced, which should happen 
later this year, Apple may not see sus-
tained sales growth for the tablets.

For now, Apple Watch’s fortunes 
are still tied to iPhone proliferation. 
An Apple car is still a dream. It’s still 
unclear if Apple can do something 
compelling in television. During the 
recent earnings call, Mr Cook men-
tioned his company’s work with HBO 
and said that he wants Apple to take 
part in the “major, major changes in 
media” that are under way. Apple is 
also working on music streaming as it 
ingests and transforms Beats.

Apple sits atop an enviable stock-
pile of cash and has been shrewd 
about how it manages its finances. It 
has been borrowing billions of dollars 
– at rock-bottom rates – to buy back 
stock and issue dividends, a strategy 
it will continue to use. From August 
2012 through March 2015, the com-
pany returned more than $112 billion 
to shareholders, including $80 billion 
in buybacks.

Mr Zino sees ongoing annual divi-
dend increases at Apple of between 
8pc and 10pc, as well as $140 billion 
in share repurchases, through 2017. 
What happens after that? If the pace 
of buybacks and dividends changes, 
will the activist investors come out to 
agitate?

Apple may never endure a crisis 
of Goldman-like proportions, one 
in which a global financial calamity 
threatens to decimate the company’s 
business lines. Yet Apple is also clearly, 
admirably and perilously occupying a 
summit with which Goldman is famil-
iar. And it’s not easy to stay on top.

Katie Benner is a tech columnist with 
Bloomberg View

Apple is discovering it is lonely at the top

JAPANESE carrier ANA said yesterday 
its annual net profit more than dou-
bled on robust international business, 
but rival Japan Airlines saw its bottom 
line worsen as the weak yen undercut 
lower fuel prices.

ANA Holdings, the parent com-
pany of All Nippon Airways, said the 
soaring profit came after logging re-
cord revenue as an expansion at a 
downtown Tokyo airport allowed it to 
run more overseas routes.

It recorded a net profit of 39.2 bil-
lion yen (US$330 million), up 107.8 
percent from the previous year.

But Japan Airlines (JAL) said its fis-
cal–year net profit sank 10.3pc to 149.0 
billion yen.

For the fiscal year to March 2016, 
ANA expects net profit to grow 32pc to 
52 billion yen while JAL is bracing for 
a 3.4pc drop to 144 billion yen.

“JAL’s profit decline for the fiscal 
year to March was partially due to a 
weak yen, which boosted fuel costs,” 
said Katsuhiko Suzuki, analyst at Mi-
zuho Securities.

A sharp drop in oil prices is good 
news for airlines, which often count 
fuel as their single–biggest expense.

But the Japanese yen weakened 
sharply from September and aviation 
fuel prices dropped dramatically only 
from October, JAL said.

For ANA, Mr Suzuki said its ex-
pansion at Haneda Airport offset the 
negative impact of the weak yen.

For the current fiscal year, the two 
firms are expected to benefit from the 
sharp decline in oil prices, he said.

In the past year, ANA’s revenue 
rose 9.1pc to a record 1.71 trillion yen, 
boosting operating profit by 38.7pc to 
91.5 billion yen.

The robust earnings were “driven 
by further expansion of the group’s 
international route network, tight cost 
control and the continued gradual re-
covery of the Japanese economy,” the 
company said in a statement.

Domestic passenger revenue edged 
up 1.2pc to 683.3 billion yen while in-
ternational passenger income rose a 
faster 18.5pc to 468.3 billion yen, ANA 
said.

JAL’s overall revenue in the year 
increased 2.7pc to 1.34 trillion yen and 
operating profit climbed 7.7pc to 179.7 
billion yen.

ANA has been in a spat with JAL 
over the allocation of landing slots at 
Haneda, after the one–time flag car-
rier emerged from one of Japan’s big-
gest–ever bankruptcies following a 
government rescue.

ANA expects to grow bigger after 
throwing a lifeline to bankrupt domes-
tic rival Skymark Airlines by taking a 
nearly 20pc stake. – AFP

TOKYO

Different 
paths for 
Japanese 
airlines

A man waits in line for the release of the Apple Watch to customers at 
the Maxfield in LA last week. Apple boasts a string of tech hits, but some 
question how long it can last. Photo: AFP

SONY said it booked a US$1.1 billion 
loss for its latest fiscal year, but the 
struggling electronics giant expects 
a profit in the next 12 months as it 
embarks on an overhaul.

The latest loss comes as the once 
world-leading firm continues with 
a painful restructuring that has in-
cluded layoffs and asset sales, as it 
races to rescue its battered balance 
sheet.

Boss Kazuo Hirai, a company vet-
eran tapped to turn the firm around, 
has said he would keep splitting the 
business into self-operating units in 

a bid to return to profitability.
Yesterday, Sony said its net loss 

for the year to March was 126 billion 
yen ($1.1 billion), a slight improve-
ment on the 128.4 billion yen loss a 
year ago, as it absorbs big restructur-
ing costs. 

It was also much lower than the 
170 billion yen forecast by the com-
pany in February, which was itself a 
reduction from it earlier 230 billion 
yen estimated shortfall.

On Thursday, the electronics-en-
tertainment conglomerate posted an 
operating profit of 68.5 billion yen, 

more than double the previous year, 
on sales of 8.21 trillion yen, a 5.8 per-
cent increase.

Strong sales of the PlayStation 4 
games console and electronic devic-
es, including image sensors used in 
cameras, helped drive revenue, while 
a weaker yen – which lifts the value 
of repatriated overseas income – also 
boosted results, it said.

Sony said a long-suffering televi-
sion unit was showing signs of im-
provement.

“This improvement was primarily 
due to cost reductions and an im-

provement in product mix reflecting 
a shift to high value-added models,” 
it said in a statement.

- ‘Recovery path’ -
Critics have called on Sony to 

dump televisions altogether but Hi-
rai flatly refused, saying they were an 
integral part of the company.

Sony has struggled in the con-
sumer electronics business that built 
its global brand, including losing bil-
lions of dollars in televisions over the 
past decade as it faced fierce compe-
tition from lower-cost rivals in South 
Korea and Taiwan. – AFP

Sony 
posts 
billion 
dollar 
loss Customers check Japanese electronics giant Sony’s headphones at an electronics shop in Tokyo. Photo: AFP

TOKYO

KATIE BENNER

 PERCENT 

107.8
Increase of ANA holding’s net profit last 

year, compared to year earlier. 

10.3  
Decline of ANA rival Japan Airlines’ net 

profit during the same period.
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THOUSANDS demonstrated in US 
East Coast cities on April 29 demand-
ing equal treatment for all by police, 
after a young African American died 
of injuries sustained in custody in 
Baltimore.

The biggest show of people power 
was in Baltimore itself – epicentre 
of the latest racially tinged unrest to 
convulse the United States – where 
several thousand mostly young dem-
onstrators paralysed city blocks in 
a major rally through downtown to 
City Hall.

The streets of Baltimore seemed 
calm on the second night of a city-
wide curfew.

Thousands more protested in 
New York, the capital Washington 
and Boston in solidarity, as simmer-
ing anger over alleged police brutal-
ity against blacks and discrimination 
again bubbled to the surface.

The protests were overwhelmingly 
peaceful and good-natured, although 
New York police said they had ar-
rested more than 60 demonstrators. 
Emotions were running high, and 
scuffles broke out. 

What appears to be a growing 
movement for change was focused on 
Baltimore, where a rally that started 
at the main train station included 
black and white demonstrators, some 
of them linking arms and chanting: 
“No justice, no peace! No racists, no 
peace!”

Many in the march were high 
school or college students.

“We’re protesting the ongoing in-
justices that police have perpetrated 
on black men particularly. Police are 
trigger-happy and we need to stop 
that,” said Jonathan Brown, 19, a stu-
dent at Johns Hopkins University.

Some in the huge crowd held plac-
ards, one reading, “Killer cops de-
serve cell blocks.” 

The 2000 National Guard person-
nel who have flooded Baltimore this 
week kept a low profile and only 
small knots of demonstrators re-
mained on the streets when a curfew 
swept into effect for a second night 
from 10pm to 5am.

Of the more than 200 people ar-
rested in the April 27 riots, police 
were forced to let half of them go on 
April 29, the Baltimore Sun reported.

Amid the chaos of the unrest, it is 
hard now to determine which officer 
arrested what suspect. And a special-
ly extended deadline for holding peo-
ple without charge was expiring, so 
people had to be let go, Captain Eric 
Kowalczyk said, according to the Sun.

The calm in Baltimore for the 
second night running was a far cry 
from the violence and looting that 
flared there following the funeral of 
25-year-old Freddie Gray on April 27.

The circumstances surrounding 
Gray’s death are unclear, but six of-
ficers have been suspended with pay.

The results of an investigation 
into his death are to be handed over 
today to prosecutors, but not made 
public right away, Baltimore Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake said.

She said many in the community 
had been under the mistaken belief 
the report would also be made public 
today, stoking fears of another out-
burst of violence.

Adding to the confusion, The 
Washington Post, citing a police docu-
ment, said a prisoner sharing a police 
transport van with Gray told investi-
gators that he could hear Gray “bang-
ing against the walls” of the vehicle 
and believed that he “was intention-
ally trying to injure himself”. 

The prisoner, who is in jail, was 
separated from Gray by a metal parti-
tion and could not see him, the report 
said. Gray died seven days after his 
arrest with 80 percent of his spine 
severed at the neck, lawyers for his 
family say, portraying him as just the 
latest young African American to die 
at the hands of the police.

In August, a white policeman shot 
dead a black teenager in the St Louis 
suburb of Ferguson, triggering dem-
onstrations in major US cities from 
Los Angeles to New York that were 
repeated when a grand jury declined 
to indict the officer.

Maryland State Governor Larry 
Hogan said he had been “very en-
couraged” by the prior 24 hours and 
said a semblance of normality was 
returning to Baltimore, a gritty city 
of 620,000 less than an hour’s drive 
from Washington. But he cautioned: 
“We are not out of the woods yet.”

In New York City, protesters gath-
ered at Union Square in Lower Man-
hattan for a rally dubbed on a Face-
book page, “NYC Rise up and Shut it 
down with Baltimore.”

The large march initially met no 
resistance from police, but that swift-
ly changed as officers – who deployed 
in significant numbers – moved in 
and made arrests.

Police said more than 60 people 
were arrested.

In Washington there was a fes-
tive atmosphere as a well-organised 
march that peaked at about 1000 
ended at the White House, where pro-
testers chanted and held signs read-
ing, “Stop racist police terror.”

Among the many startling images 
to emerge from Baltimore was that 
of an infuriated mother hitting her 
teenage son repeatedly for joining the 
demonstrations on April 27 and drag-
ging him away.

“I just lost it,” said Toya Graham, 
a single mother of six, whose actions 
have been widely praised.

“I was shocked, I was angry, be-
cause you never want to see your 
child out there doing that,” she add-
ed, speaking to CBS News. – AFP

Protests in US over police ‘injustices’

A demonstrator is arrested during a protest at Union Square in New York City on April 29. Photo: AFP

‘We’re protesting 
the ongoing 
injustices that police 
have perpetrated 
on black men 
particularly.’

Jonathan Brown 
Student

INDONESIA’S president invoked a 
national drugs crisis to justify this 
week’s execution of seven foreign 
traffickers, but analysts say it was 
more about a weakened leader act-
ing under intense political pressure.

The execution by firing squad of 
two Australians, a Brazilian, four Ni-
gerians, as well as one Indonesian, 
on April 29 sparked an international 
furor, with Australia recalling its 
ambassador and UN chief Ban Ki-
moon expressing deep regret.

However it was long expected 
after President Joko Widodo, who 
took office in October, insisted that 
there would be no clemency for drug 
traffickers, shocking rights activists 
who had hoped the leader – viewed 
as a reformer – would take a softer 
line on capital punishment.

He has backed up his claim that 
Indonesia is facing an emergency 
with figures from the national anti-
narcotics agency, which says that 
dozens of people are dying each day 
due to drugs and 4.5 million users 
are in need of rehabilitation.

While Mr Widodo points to such 
figures, many analysts believe he 
was more motivated by a desire to 
present himself as a tough leader 
and stave off pressure from nation-
alistic lawmakers and the influential 
head of his own political party after 
a series of political missteps.

“He understands that Indone-
sians want a firm leader. He wants to 
show that he is a firm president,” said  
Yohanes Sulaiman, a political ex-
pert from the Indonesian Defence  
University.

He added that during last year’s 
presidential election campaign, Mr 

Widodo, a former furniture export-
er, was often viewed as weak com-
pared to his opponent, controversial 
ex-general Prabowo Subianto.

Damien Kingsbury, an Indonesia 
expert at Australia’s Deakin Uni-
versity, said that once Mr Widodo 
promised to take a tough stance 
on drugs, changing course under 
pressure from Australia, which has 
been vocal in its opposition to the 
executions, would have been “politi-
cal suicide”.

“Widodo – under domestic pres-
sure from his party boss to stick to 
his own policy platform, and facing 
pressure bordering on hostility from 
the legislature with which he has 
to work – could not back down,” he 
wrote in a commentary for the Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corporation.

Experts have also questioned the 
data that Mr Widodo has relied on to 
back up the claim of a drugs crisis.

In an analysis for Austral-
ian news website The Conversa-
tion, Claudia Stoicescu, a graduate 
student at Oxford University, noted 
that Mr Widodo’s figures came from 
a study conducted by a university 
working for the anti-drugs agency, 
which she said used “questionable 
methods and vague measures”.

Of the 4.5 million people cited as 
drug users in need of rehabilitation, 
around 1.6 million were recreational 
users who had tried drugs fewer than 
five times in their lives, she wrote. 

Despite the concerns, there seems 
little chance of Indonesia chang-
ing course any time soon, with the 
attorney-general declaring after the 
executions the country was fighting 
a “war” on drugs. – AFP

Is political pressure 
spurring Indonesia’s 
execution drive?

Nepalese women carry their children as they walk in a rain shower in Kathmandu on April 30. Photo: AFP

IN the wake of a massive earthquake 
that sent Nepal reeling on April 25, 
the country is now attempting to 
heal the thousands injured and keep 
others – especially those displaced by 
the disaster – hydrated and hygienic.

The 7.8-magnitude quake has 
killed at least 5000 people and 
injured more than 10,000, over-
whelming the country’s medical 
facilities. The government of Nepal 
has an urgent need for support on 
fronts including water, sanitation, 
hygiene and health, according to 
an April 29 situation report from 
the UN Office of the Resident Coor-
dinator in Nepal. 

Meanwhile, those displaced by 
the quake face issues with potable 
water and fears of the spread of in-
fectious disease. 

Speaking from Kathmandu, 
International Organisation for Mi-
gration (IOM) media officer Matt 
Graydon said that although an 
earthquake had been long antici-
pated in Nepal, nothing could have 
prepared people for the day it actu-
ally happened. 

He called health the IOM’s pri-
ority response, “something we can 

deliver through doctors on the 
ground immediately”.

Yasmin Rabiyan, the commu-
nications manager for medical 
NGO Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF) Myanmar, said in an email 
that hospitals in Kathmandu vis-
ited by MSF were generally “over-
stretched” because they had been 
forced to cope with a surge of pa-
tients injured after the earthquake 
as well as regular patients with 
chronic illnesses and others.

The French organisation also 
evaluated the situation at Gorkha 
District Hospital – whose in-pa-
tient department was devastated 
by the earthquake – and deployed 
a rapid surgical intervention kit to 
the district and a surgical team to 
address issues in the vicinity.

One hospital near the Kath-
mandu airport appeared visibly 
strained on April 28. An impromp-
tu “emergency room” had been set 
up across the street with a tarp 
overhead and military personnel 
present.

Inside, what had been the hos-
pital’s emergency room was trans-
formed into an intensive care unit. 
Patients lay on mattresses on the 
floor as well as in traditional hos-

NGOs scramble to deliver relief in Nepal
pital beds. 

Trekking company owner Phuri 
Kitar Sherpa, visiting an injured rela-
tive who had sustained a head wound, 
said the man required a three-hour 
surgery – an operation that was com-
plicated by rolling aftershocks. Mr 
Phuri Kitar Sherpa gave the doctors 
permission to leave mid-operation 
should a tremor strike.

“They have their own families,” 
he said. 

Mr Phuri Kitar Sherpa set up 
a makeshift camp down the road 
from his company’s office after the 
earthquake. Inhabitants include a 
three-month-old baby and an elder-
ly woman who recently underwent 
open-heart surgery. 

He said healthy food options are 
currently limited, and voiced con-
cerns about hygiene.

MSF – also called Doctors with-
out Borders – which evaluated an 
internally displaced persons (IDP) 
camp in Kathmandu and another 
outside the capital, found that peo-
ple in such temporary settlements 
had imperative needs in areas such 
as clean drinking water and suffi-
cient sanitation facilities, Ms Rabi-
yan said. 

“This is where we will probably 

focus our intervention first, so as 
to mitigate the risk of dehydration 
and infectious diseases stemming 
from these kinds of situations,” she 
said.

Kathmandu’s urban area has 
16 large official camps housing be-
tween 500 and 4000 people, accord-
ing to an update from IOM senior 
migration health program coordi-
nator Dr Patrick Duigan.

“Most have access to health ser-
vices, either [via] mobile clinic or 
nearby facility,” he wrote on April 30.

Mr Graydon said that although 
basic primary healthcare is a con-
cern, many people currently have 
sufficient food and drinking water.

“If prolonged, that could become 
more of an issue,” he said.

Dr Duigan said diarrhoea was 
the most prevalent health issue re-
ported in IDP camps, and although 
rumours were circulating that cas-
es of acute watery diarrhoea were 
on the rise, no official outbreak has 
occurred.

Meanwhile, IOM has also started 
services to help people deal with the 
psychological effects of the disaster, 
which Mr Graydon called “huge”. 

Early in the week, large cargo 
planes from China, the United 
States and other countries began 
arriving at Kathmandu’s Tribhuvan 
International Airport, announcing 
the arrival of international support. 
These aid suppliers have been work-
ing with the government of Nepal to 
respond to the disaster. 

However, challenges remain 
in helping those impacted by the 
earthquake, estimated at about 8 
million people.  

Ms Rabiyan said accessing more 
far-flung areas of Nepal remains a 
problem.

“Right now one of the big-
gest concerns is we really don’t 
know what the extent of the dam-
age is outside of Kathmandu,” said 
Mr Graydon. “We need to get out 
[there] and find out.”

By CAThErINE TrAuTWEIN

‘Most [people] 
have access to 
health services.’

dr Patrick duigan 
international organisation for 

Migration 
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SHINZO Abe became the first Japa-
nese prime minister to address a joint 
meeting of the US Congress on April 
29, offering heartfelt testimony on the 
need for deeper ties while facing con-
troversy over his views of World War 
II.

Speaking in English, Mr Abe 
stressed the tight bonds between two 
nations that were forged from the em-
bers of brutal battles like Pearl Harbor 
and Iwo Jima, and offered a solemn 
personal apology for Japan’s actions.

“On behalf of Japan and the Japa-
nese people, I offer with profound re-
spect my eternal condolences to the 
souls of all American people that were 
lost during World War II,” he said to 
rousing applause from US lawmakers.

Shortly before arriving on Capitol 
Hill, Mr Abe symbolically laid a flower 
wreath at a monument to that conflict, 
which claimed the lives of an estimat-
ed 400,000 Americans.

“The battles engraved at the memo-
rial crossed my mind, and I reflected 
upon the lost dreams and lost futures 
of those young Americans.

“History is harsh. What is done 
cannot be undone. With deep repent-
ance in my heart, I stood there in silent 
prayers for some time,” Mr Abe said.

But it was Japan’s actions in Asia 
during that war that threatened to 
overshadow his historic address.

In Congress, Mr Abe was faced with 
the presence of 87-year-old Lee Yong-
Soo, one of the estimated 200,000 

Asian women who were forced into 
sexual slavery by occupying Japanese 
troops.

She was invited by Democrat law-
maker Mike Honda, who is one of 
many that accuse Mr Abe of downplay-
ing any official role by the country or 
its military.

Abe expressed his “deep remorse” 
over Japan’s actions toward neighbour-
ing Asian nations, but stopped short of 
a full apology demanded by many.

“Post war, we started out on our 
path bearing in mind feelings of deep 
remorse over the war,” he told the joint 
meeting. “Our actions brought suffer-
ing to the peoples in Asian countries. 
We must not avert our eyes from that.”

That angered some in Congress, 

including Mr Honda, who said it was 
“shocking and shameful” that Mr Abe 
“continues to evade his government’s 
responsibility for the systematic atroc-
ity that was perpetrated the Japanese 
Imperial Army”.

Democrat Congresswoman Judy 
Chu said she was “incredibly disap-
pointed” that Mr Abe did not directly 
address the issue of comfort women.

“Without responsibility and re-
morse, it is impossible to move for-
ward.”

Republicans were less scathing, 
with Senator John McCain lauding a 
“historic recognition of two peoples 
reconciled with their shared history”.

These same lawmakers must grant 
President Barack Obama authority to 

ink a vast trans-Pacific trade deal that 
includes Japan, the United States and 
10 other countries.

Mr Abe threw his weight behind 
that pact, which faces opposition on 
the left of the political spectrum.

“We cannot overlook sweat shops 
or burdens on the environment,” Mr 
Abe said, framing the deal as more 
than just an economic tool.

“[It]goes far beyond just economic 
benefits. It is also about our security. 
Long-term, its strategic value is awe-
some. We should never forget that,” he 
said.

“We can spread our shared values 
around the world and have them take 
root: the rule of law, democracy and 
freedom.” – AFP

WASHINGTON

Abe offers ‘eternal condolences’ for Americans killed in WWII

HO CHI MINH CITY

VIETNAM’S premier yesterday hit 
out at the “barbarous crimes” of its 
wartime American foe as the nation 
marked four decades since the fall 
of Saigon, an event that delivered 
a Communist victory and a painful 
blow to US military prestige.

The central streets of southern 
Ho Chi Minh City – formerly Saigon 
– were filled with a forest of hammer 
and sickle flags of the Communist 
Party as regiments of goose-stepping 
soldiers filed past the country’s top 
leaders.

In front of Independence Palace 
– whose gates northern tanks clat-
tered through in one of the iconic 
moments of the 1975 victory – Prime 
Minister Nguyen Tan Dung struck 
out at the US attempt to contain the 
spread of Communism in Southeast 
Asia through war in Vietnam.

“They committed countless bar-
barous crimes, caused immeasur-
able losses and pain to our people 
and country,” he said in an address.

The war killed millions of Viet-
namese – both civilians and com-

batants from the divided North and 
South – and left hundreds of thou-
sands more wounded.

The physical effects of conflict 
still linger, including through de-
formities that Vietnam says are 
caused by the dioxin Agent Orange, 
sprayed by the US Air Force to pare 
back the thick jungle used as cover 
by the northern guerilla forces.

Some 58,000 US servicemen also 
died in a war that remains seared 
into the consciousness of the Ameri-
can public, most often as a tragic 
waste of young lives and a symbol of 
the over-extension of power.

It was the first Cold War conflict 
to be extensively covered by the 
Western press – and the first to be 
lost by a modern superpower that 
thought itself unbeatable.

The Communist victory was one 
of “ardent patriotism”, Dung said, 
hailing the reunification of Vietnam, 
which was cleaved apart in 1954 into 
the Communist North and the US-
backed South.

Veterans at the parade spoke 
of their pride at having fought the 
Americans. “An event like this is 
necessary to help young people un-
derstand the glorious history of our 
country,” said Nguyen Van Hung, 72, 
wearing his old army uniform.

But divisions remain: Up to 1 
million “boat people” fled the South 
in the aftermath of the conflict and 
now form a vocal diaspora, staunch-
ly opposed to Vietnam’s authoritar-
ian state. Domestically, the Commu-
nist Party is also facing rising public 
discontent over high-level corrup-

tion, growing inequality and its con-
tinued efforts to smother criticism.

Ties between the wartime en-
emies have warmed in recent years, 
with Washington drawing closer to 
Hanoi in the face of growing Chi-
nese assertiveness in the region.

With public discontent rising, the 
authoritarian state relies heavily on 
its past military victories to legiti-
mise its rule, observers say.

People used to see the war “as 
one for national liberation and uni-
fication”, said Tuong Vu, an associate 
professor of political science at the 
University of Oregon. 

“These days most Vietnamese 
perhaps believe that the war was a 
tragic event during which Vietnam-
ese killed other Vietnamese … The 
Communist Party is no longer seen 
as patriotic or invincible,” he said.

But local media, which is entirely 
state-run, has published fawning 
stories ahead of the anniversary, 
heavy on wartime heroism.

That official narrative still chimes 
with many among the older genera-
tion, but increasingly the public is 
indifferent or even hostile to such 
shows of official patriotism.

“Let the past go. It’s been 40 
years,” wrote businessman Tran 
Minh Chien on his Facebook page.

Some residents in Ho Chi Minh 
City were also left unimpressed by 
the show of pomp.

“I don’t care about this parade – 
it’s bad for business,” said Nguyen 
Thi Dieu, 25, a vendor who sells 
cold water and snacks in the city 
centre. – AFP

Vietnam marks 40 years 
since the fall of Saigon

Soldiers dressed as Vietnam War-era Vietcong soldiers march during a parade marking the 40th anniversary of the fall 
of Saigon in Ho Chi Minh City on April 30. Photo: AFP

‘The Communist 
Party is no longer 
seen as patriotic or 
invincible.’

Tuong Vu 
University of Oregon

French troops endure Vietnamese shelling at Dien Bien Phu in 1954. Photo: 
Wikimedia Commons

When North Vietnam’s tanks smashed through the gates of Saigon’s presidential 
palace 40 years ago, it heralded the end of nearly two decades of war, a humiliat-
ing defeat for the US and reunification with the South. Here is a timeline of events 
in the lead-up to the Vietnam War and the taking of Saigon by Northern forces.

1945 
September 2: Vietnamese communist leader Ho Chi Minh declares the country’s 
independence from France. Paraphrasing the US Declaration of Independence, he 
states, “all men are born equal.”
1954
May 7: Vietnamese forces overrun a French base at Dien Bien Phu after a 55-day 
battle that costs the lives of some 3000 French troops and 8000 Viet Minh.
July 21: The Geneva accords divide Vietnam at the 17th parallel, with Communists 
in control of the North and a US-backed government in the South. Elections are 
supposed to be held but never materialise.
Late 1950s
Insurgency rages in the South. Viet Cong guerrillas are backed by the North, 
while the South is increasingly bolstered by US military advisors.
1964
august 2: North Vietnamese patrol boats fire at the US destroyer Maddox in the 
Gulf of Tonkin, and a second disputed attack is reported two days later.
august 7: Congress passes the Southeast asia Resolution, commonly known as 
the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, giving US president Lyndon B Johnson power to 
escalate US military operations in Southeast asia.
1965
april 7: The US offers North Vietnam aid in exchange for peace, but is rebuffed. 
Johnson then raises US troop levels in South Vietnam to more than 60,000. By the 
end of 1966 US forces in the country number 385,000.
1968
January 30: Viet Cong units across South Vietnam launch the Tet Offensive. It is a 
tactical disaster, almost wiping out the guerrilla group’s ability to fight, but it also 
deals a fatal blow to support for the war in the US.
March 16: US army soldiers massacre hundreds of villagers in My Lai. The crime 
comes to light a year later, shocking the american public. Only one officer is 
convicted of 22 murders and sentenced to life in prison. He is placed under house 
arrest and released in 1974.
1971
October: US forces stop spraying agent Orange, a defoliant that contains the 
toxic chemical Dioxin. Vietnamese officials say that up to 3 million people were 
exposed to the substance, causing birth defects in at least 150,000 children.
1972
December 13: Peace talks in Paris between the North Vietnamese and US 
representatives break down. President Richard Nixon orders a 12-day bombing 
campaign, Operation Linebacker II, that targets Hanoi and Haiphong.
1973
January 27: The Paris Peace accord is signed. US forces withdraw from South 
Vietnam by the end of March, having lost around 58,000 lives.
1975
april 30: The North Vietnamese seize Saigon a day after the US frantically evacu-
ates more than 1000 of its citizens and almost 7000 Vietnamese. Many more 
allies are left behind. The war is over.
1976
July 2: North and South Vietnam are officially reunited, and Saigon is renamed Ho 
Chi Minh City.

1945-1975: Vietnam’s path to independence
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ADEN PARIS

FRANCE is investigating allegations 
that its peacekeepers sexually abused 
children in the Central African Repub-
lic after a leaked UN report said vic-
tims as young as eight were raped in 
exchange for food and money.

The French government “was 
made aware at the end of July 2014 
by the UN’s high commission for hu-
man rights of accusations by children 
that they had been sexually abused by 
French soldiers”, the Defence Ministry 
said in a statement on April 29.

An investigation was opened short-
ly after by Paris prosecutors, it said. 

The Defence Ministry vowed to 
take measures to ensure that “the 
truth be found” and said “the strong-
est penalties” would be imposed on 
those found responsible.

The abuse was alleged by around 
10 children, the ministry said, and 
reportedly took place at a centre for 
displaced people near the airport of 
the capital Bangui between December 
2013 and June 2014.

UN spokesperson Farhan Haq con-
firmed that UN rights investigators had 
conducted a probe last year following 
“serious allegations” of child abuse and 
sexual exploitation by French troops, 
and had suspended a staff member for 
leaking the report in July. 

The report was given to Britain’s 
The Guardian newspaper by the US-
based advocacy group AIDS-Free 
World, which is calling for a commis-
sion of enquiry to be set up on sexual 
misconduct by peacekeepers.

Paula Donovan, co-director of 
the organisation, said the report de-
tailed interviews with six children, 
aged eight to 15, who approached the 
French soldiers to ask for food.

“The children were saying that 
they were hungry and they thought 
that they could get some food from 
the soldiers. The answer was, ‘If you 
do this, then I will give you food’,” Ms 
Donovan said. 

The UN employee accused of the 
leak, Swedish national Anders Kom-
pass, is based in Geneva and turned 
the report over to French authorities 
because his bosses had failed to take 
action, The Guardian reported. 

He has been suspended and faces 
dismissal for breaching protocol, the 
paper said.

But UN officials said Mr Kompass 
passed on the confidential document 
before it was presented to senior offi-
cials in the Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, suggesting 
that senior UN officials were not even 
aware of the report’s findings when it 
was leaked.

“This constitutes a serious breach 
of protocol, which, as is well known to 
all OHCHR officials, requires redac-
tion of any information that could en-
danger victims, witnesses and investi-
gators,” said Mr Haq.

The Swedish foreign ministry said 
it was aware of Mr Kompass’s suspen-
sion, which it described as “worrying”.

“The UN must have zero tolerance 
of sexual abuse of children and must 
push to investigate any such suspi-
cions,” said its chief legal counsel An-
ders Ronquist.

The French government said pros-
ecutors had “immediately” opened a 
case into the abuse after receiving the 
news last year, and that police inves-
tigators had travelled to the Central 
African Republic on August 1 to look 
into the case.

France sent troops to the impover-
ished, landlocked nation in December 
2013 as the country became engulfed in 
violence following a coup in March that 
toppled longtime leader Francois Boz-
ize. The United Nations deployed its 
own MINUSCA mission in September.

Since December 2013, violence has 
displaced nearly 900,000 people in 
the Central African Republic, includ-
ing more than 460,000 who have be-
come refugees – a full 10 percent of the 
population.

About half of the country’s people 
live in severe poverty and need hu-
manitarian aid, while 1.5 million are 
considered food insecure, according 
to the UN. – AFP

France probes
child sex abuse 
allegations

900,000
People displaced in the Central African 

Republic since December 2013.

Saudi-led warplanes pound Yemen
A SAUDI-LED coalition pressed on 
with airstrikes yesterday against 
Shiite rebels in south Yemen where 
fierce clashes raged between the in-
surgents and southern pro-govern-
ment fighters, sources said.

Warplanes hit Huthi rebel posi-
tions in the main southern city of 
Aden, in the districts of Khor Mak-
sar and Dar Saad, helping pro-gov-
ernment forces to retake positions, 
sources among the southern fight-
ers said.

Eight people were killed in over-
night clashes in Aden, including 
five pro-government fighters and 

three civilians, according to the 
city’s health chief Al-Khader Las-
war.

He said 44 others were wound-
ed. Details of losses on the rebel 
side were not available.

Shiite Huthi fighters backed 
by troops loyal to former strong-
man Ali Abdullah Saleh had made 
advances in Aden, which is now 
defended by local militia dubbed 
“popular resistance” units that have 
sided with forces loyal to embat-
tled President Abedrabbo Mansour 
Hadi. 

Saudi Arabia assembled a multi-

country coalition in March that 
launched attacks on the rebels fol-
lowing a request by Hadi, who has 
since fled Aden to Riyadh. 

Although the coalition said it 
had halted its air campaign on 
April 21, strikes have continued to 
pound rebel positions throughout 
Yemen.

Overnight raids targeted Huthis 
in the southern provinces of Lahj 
and Abyan, southern fighters said. 

The United Nations says more 
than 1000 people have been killed 
in fighting in Yemen since late 
March. – AFP

Members of the Popular Resistance Committees, loyal to fugitive President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, raise their 
weapons in the southern city of Taez during ongoing clashes with Huthi rebels on April 29. Photo: AFP

PARIS

CARTOONIST Luz, who drew Char-
lie Hebdo’s front cover picture of 
Mohammed following the massacre 
of the satirical weekly’s editorial 
team by jihadists in January, has 
told a French magazine he will no 
longer draw the prophet.

“I will no longer draw the figure 
of Mohammed. It no longer inter-
ests me,” he told Les Inrockuptibles 
magazine in an interview published 
on April 29. “I’m not going to spend 
my life drawing [cartoons of Mo-
hammed].”

Luz’s cover image in January 

portrayed Mohammed with a sign 
saying “Je Suis Charlie” under the 
words “All is forgiven”.

The issue came out a week after 
the attack by jihadists on the maga-
zine’s office left 12 dead. It had a 
print run of 8 million – a record for 
the French press. 

“The terrorists did not win,” Luz 
told Les Inrockuptibles. 

“They will have won if the whole 
of France continues to be scared,” 
he added, accusing the far-right Na-
tional Front of trying to stir up fear 
in the wake of the attacks. – AFP

‘Charlie Hebdo’ cartoonist says he 
will no longer draw Mohammed

Photo: AFP
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HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax : 01-254158
By Email : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By mail : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

BuY SpAce ON THeSe pAGeS
Call: Khin mon mon yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
Sell / Rent

KAMAYUT, Diamond 
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600 
sqft, 1MBR, 2BR, 3A/C, 
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35 lakhs, 
Call owner: 09-518-8320

Housing for Rent
CondoMiniUM for 
Rent, Chan Thar Gone 
Yaung Condo at Upper 
Pazuntaung Street, 
Tamwe Township. 2 
nd floor, Gym, 24-hour 
Lift, Security, Car Park, 
Generator, Swimming 
Pool, 1 Master and 2 
Single Bed Rooms, 4 
Aircons, 1650 Sq.Feet,  
23 Lakhs (negotiable). 
Contact : 09-9751-25218 

KAMAYUT, (1)Thanlwin 
Rd. 80'x80'. 2 storey 
new house. 6 MBR, 10 
Aircons. Lawn. modern 
nice house USD 8000 per 
month. (2)Inya Rd. 0.25 
acre  land. Single storey. 
3 MBR. aircons. Semi 
furnished. USD 6000 
per month. Negotiable. 
Ph:09-2603-32121

SAnChAUng, Bagayar 
Rd, Newly decorated 
apartment (Air-
conditioned, big build in 
wardrobe with dressing 
table, standard bath room 
with water heater, and 
exhaust fan in Kitchen) 
with good lighting and 
ventilation high floor, 
clear view to Shwe Dagon 
Pagoda at quiet location, 
between Bagayar and U 
Wisara Rd is available to 
rent. Walking distance to 
Myay Ni Gone City Mart, 
Dagon Centre, $800/
month - Negotiable for 
fully furnish : Ph: 09-4306-
7111

(1)3 Bedroom Brand New 
Condo, Furnished. Pay 
TV, Internet provided, 5 
min walk to Kandawgyi 
lake and downtown. 
USD 2500 per month. No 
agent fees. (2)2 Bedroom 
Condo. Not furnished.  5 
min walk to Sule pagoda 
& Shangrila Hotel. 
USD 1000 per month. 
One month agent fees. 
Contact: phyuphyu.077@
gmail.com Ph: 09-503-
2952, 09-730-75900.

AhLonE, Strand Condo, 
1250 sqft, fully furnished, 
1 MBR, 1 common room, 
decorated, lift, car park, 
3 A/C, river view. Ph : 
09-508-1175, Email : 
kaungthihaheaven@
gmail.com

VERY niCE Condo, 
Thiri Avenue, Taw Win 
St, 9 Mile, Mayangone. 
1350 sqft, 2 MBR, 1 
BR, Living room, shrine, 
dinning room,kitchen, 
Varandah, 4th Flr, Lift 
own car park, security 
and waste management. 
Fully furnished. Only for 
foreigners, one year basic 
contract. Please contact : 
09-5000621, 01-200581.

MUdiTAR Condo flat, 
Fully furnished 2, bed 
room, 2.7,lakhs/month.
First to see will lease. 
Ph:09 4236 60602. 
Email:vtchit@gmail.com

(1)nAwARAT Condo, 
1200 Sqft, 1MBR, 1BR, 
f.f, $1500. (2)Kan Yeik 
Mon Condo, 1500 Sqft, 
2MBR, 1BR, f.f, $1500. 
(3)University Yeik Mon 
Condo, 1500 Sqft, 
1MBR, 1BR, lift, $1500. 
(4) Yadanar Htun Condo, 
1360 Sqft, 2BR, 2AC, 
Ph, lift, $850. (5) Classic 
standard Condo, 2000 
Sqft, 2MBR, 1BR, f.f, 
$2500. Ph: 09-4210-
72150, 09-7963-02109.

7 MiLE (Near - Bank / 
Market / Shop)  Bungalow 
Type, One Bed Room, 
Two Beds Room, Fully 

furnished, Car Parking 
/ Laundry Service / 
Cleaning Service are 
available. Weekly, 
Monthly, Yearly For 1 
Month Rental : 900 USD. 
Enquiry (Office Hour – 9 
am to 5 pm) Contact : 09-
4217-43 770.

BAhAn, (1)Shwe gone 
daing Rd, new condo, 
20'x70', 1MBR, 2SR, ph 
line, aircons, good for 
both residence & office 
USD 1000 per month. 
(2)Pent house condo 
near Kandawkyi lake. 
lake view. 5 bedrooms,  
furnished, wooden floor. 
aircons. USD7000 Per 
month. - 09-9769-05901

KAMAYUT, (1)Pyay 
Rd, 70'x75', 2 storey 
building. 3MBR, good for 
either office, showroom or 
shop, ph line, waircons, 
US 10000 per month. 
(2)University Rd, new 
condo, 2000sqft. 1MBR,  
2SR. furnished, hot 
water system. generator 
line. Security system. 
USD 3700 per month. (3)
Inya Rd, 50'x50' 2 storey 
new house. 1MBR, 2SR. 
furnished. car garage. US 
4000 per month. Ph: 09-
9769-05901

MAYAngonE, 7 Mile, 
Pyay Rd. t/sp, 0.7 acre 
land, nice lake view, big 
lawn. 2 storey nice old 
house, 3MBR, ph line, 
semi furnished, USD 
5000 per month. Ph:09-
9769-05901

(1)7 MiLE, single house, 
2 RC, 2MBR, 1SR, fully 
furniture, USD 4500. (2) 
8 Mile, single house, 2 
RC, 2MBR, 1SR, fully 
furniture USD 7000. (3)
Near Russian Embassy, 
2 RC, 2MBR, 1SR , fully 
furniture USD 15000. Ph: 
09-2527-03331

(1)Bo YAR nYUnT St, 
2500 sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
fully furniture USD 3000. 
(2)Near United Living 
Mall, 1500sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, USD 1500 (3)
Shwe Ohn Pin housing, 
1500 sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
no furniture. USD 1500. 
(4)8 Mile, Prom condo, 
2500sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
fully furniture, USD 
4000. (5)Near China 
Embassy, Golden rose 
condo, 2500 sqft, 2MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture USD 
4000.(6)Chanthar Gone 
Young condo, 2500 sqft, 
1MBR, 2SR, USD 2500.
(7)University Avenue Rd, 
Takatho Yeikmon Condo, 
1250 Sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
fully furniture, 2500 USD. 
Ph: 09-2527-03331.

BoTATAUng, 46th St, 6 
Flr, 25' x 60', 1500 sqft, 3 
Bedrooms, 2 toilets, 3 A/C 
& fully furnitures. US$ 700 
or kyat 750,000/month. 
Ph: 09-514-2988.

hLAing ThAR YAR, 
Punhlaing Golf Estate, 
Lake view condo(C), 
702, 2255 sqft, 2 Bed 
Rooms + 1MBR, fully 
funished, direct ph line 
+ extation line, (2)Lake 
view condo(C), 802, 
4176 sqft, 3 Bed Rooms 
+ 1MBR, fully funished, 
direct ph line + extation 
line, Negotiable. Ph: 09-
730-26390 (Nilar Win 
Maung) 09-2543-11756 
(Aung Lwin).

BAhAn, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 RC 
house, 3 rooms with toilet, 
3 AC, 2 Cable phones, 
internet available, wide 
car parking. US$ 2300 
per month. Please contact 
:09-7944-40510, 09-312-
87827. 

CondoTEL , Condo with 
hotel services: (1)1850 
sqft 1MBR, 1SR@ 
Bahan. 2800US$/ month. 
(2)1750sqft 2MBR, 

2SR@ Tamwe. 2800US$/ 
month. (3)1650 sqft 
1MBR,  2SR@ Tamwe. 
2800US$/ month. (4) 
1650 sqft 1MBR,  2SR 
@ Mayangon. 4000US$/ 
month.

(1)nEAR 50 ST, 1200 
sqft, 1MBR, 1SR, fully 
furniture. USD 1200. (2)
Near Park Royal Hotel, 
1850 sqft , 2MBR, 1SR, 
fully furniture USD 3200. 
(3)Near Park Royal Hotel, 
1875 sqft, Hall type ,1 1/2 
storey, G flr, good for open 
shop, USD 5800. (4)Near 
United Living Mall, 1200 
sqft, 2MBR, fully furniture 
USD 1500. (5)Pearl 
Condo, 1800 sqft, 2MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture, USD 
2500. (6)7 Mile, U Kyaw 
Hla St, 3 RC, Hally type, 
good for office, USD 
4000. (7) New University 
Avenue Rd, Ag Da Kong 
condo 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture USD 
2500. (8)New University 
Avenue St,  1800 sqft, 
2MBR, 1SR, fully furniture 
USD 2500. (9) Minda Ma 
condo, 2200 sqft, 3MBR, 
fully furniture, USD 5000.  
Ph: 09-2527-0 3331.

offiCE SpACE To LET  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - Ph: 
0 9 - 2 5 2 3 - 5 9 3 5 5 .
Email : office-mm@
uniteammarine.com, 
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon 

Housing for Sale
2 TAUnggYi Plots for 
Sale (1)Regularly-shaped 
plot of 0.25 acres @ Yay 
Aye Kwin Ward for MMK 
9,000 Lakhs ; (2)  0.11 
acres @ Yay Aye Kwin 
Ward with 2-storey house 
and good view for MMK 
3,000 Lakhs. Interested 
buyers or brokers in 
Taunggyi, please email to 
pdecfinance@gmail.com 
or call 09-262702844.

EAST dAgon, VIP 11 
quarter, 40' x 60', Gayan, 

 550 Lakhs. Negotiable,  
Ph: 01-500064, 09-4480-
03146.

(1)BAhAn, 483, Ayeyeik 
thar Condo (2-B), 
Ayeyeikthar 2nd St, New 
University Ave,, 2000 
sqft, 2nd flr, 2MBR, 
Kitchen Room, Living 
room, Fully decorated, 
Tile/ Parquet flooring, 
Own meter, Own 
generator/ Motor, Utilities 
fully equipped, Own car 
parking. Price 4950 
lakhs. (2)Sanchaung, 
39, Zayyathukha St, 4th 
Flr, 625 sqft, Hall type, 
Tile/ Parquet flooring, 
450 Lakhs. Tel: 09-513-
5533, 09-510-3053, 09-
2505-74308. 

TAUng gYi, Bayar Phyu 
Quarter, 50' x 55', 150 
lakhs, Negotiable, Ph: 01-
500064, 09-4480-03146

LUxURY Condo, 
Between Mahabandoola 
Rd & Merchant St, 
Nawarat Condo, Big 
car parking, Lift 5 no, 
security - Satellite TV 
System, firesafety, gym, 
Spa Room; Function 
Room, Libary , Coffee 
Lounge, 1450 sqft,  Ph 
:09-519-7133, 09-517-
3086 

Want to Hire
ExpAT working in 
Yangon looking for 
accommodation to share 
with other Expats. If you 
want to rent a bedroom in 
your house or flat please 
contact me through my 
email at biscay.world@
gmail.com 

Education
SAYA Saw Aung (Ex.A.P) 
Chemistry Classes for 
Int'l School (sec-levels), 
IGCSE, Cambridge Int'l 
AS & A Level & SAT-2, 
Ph: 09-500-5470.

nEEd A TUToR? 
Homework help & 
tutoring in English, Maths, 
Physics, Chemistry. 12 
years experience. Only 
Ks 150,000 per month. 
Ph: 39298, 09-732-
55281.

ChEMiSTRY Teacher 
Saw : Edexcel, Cie & SAT 
2 II. Ph: 09-500-5470.

hoME TUTion & Guide, 
For Pre KG, Primary 
and Secondary Level, 
Special in Maths, Tr. Daw 
Khin Swe Win (B.E.H.S 
Thuwunna) Rtd. Ph: 09-
730-99679, 

An ExpERiEnCEd 
English Tutor is looking 
for private students 
or teaching classes 
at schools (5 years’ 
experience in teaching, 
all ages and levels). I 
offer fun and interactive 
classes for a reasonable 
price. If interested, lease 
text or call:09-2523-
94112.

SpECiAL for Math, 
Geometry, Algebra & 
Calculus. For Int'l school 
(ISY, ISM, YIS & ILBC) 
Grade V to XII. If you 
want to be outstanding 
in Math,Please contact : 
Tr.Kaung Myat  BE(PE). 
Ph:09-731-42020, 09-
2533-70400, Email : 
kaungmya too251@
gmail.com

LCCi Level 1 + 2 & 3, 
(Home teaching & old 
question prepare for 
exam) Ph: 09-4211-
34427.

phYSiCS Tutor needed 
for year 12 international 
school student. Ph: 09- 
502- 2834.

EngLiSh ( home tuition), 
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL. IELT.
GCE, IGCSE. GMAT four 
skills . local  & international  
school English : English  
for  Japaneses children  
and  adult -  home tuition 
courses  are  available  
now. You can contact to  
SayaU Kyi Sin (Mumyint  
Thar) Ph:09-4210-67-
375, www.kyisinplb.
blogspot.com

STUdY gUidE, Need help 
with your studies? I can 
ensure that you have that 
extra time and attention 
you need to succeed. 
I am a qualified tutor, 
with stright A's in GCE 
A levels and four gears 
of experience, tutring 
students of Grade 5 ~ 
12, GCE O and A levels, 
Sat and IELTS. Ph: 01-
253543, 09-519-0543.

MAThEMATiCS Teaching 
: Students (Grade 1 
to 9 from YIS, ISM, 
ISY, Yangon Academy, 
MIS & MISY) who are 
weak in Mathsand don’t 
know how to solve the 

problems. Guide : only 
Maths for IGCSE O 
Level students who will 
sit for the exam in 2015. 
DawNaingNaingAung, 
B.Com (Q), No. (6), 
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw, 
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 09-
500-4993.

gUidE for 2nd M.B.,B.S, 
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

pRiMARY - International 
school, Private school: Kg 
to Primary 4 home guide. 
Ph: 09-4200-33613.

igCSE, GCE, SAT,  
PHYSICS. Saya U M 
T (since 1984). Ph: 09- 
730- 52859

Expert Services
Thin Thin AUng, 
USA. Certified Public 
Accountant, B.S in 
Accounting. Have 15 
years of accounting 
services in various 
industries (healthcare, 
Insurance, retail, 
trading, etc.) in America. 
Expertise in and provide 
following servfices; 
Business formation and 
setup for the foreign 
companies. Business 
consultation (i.e, joint 
venture and investment 
opportunities). Monthly 
and yearly closing of the 
Company's books and 
records in international 
Standards) (IFRS 
compliance). Accounting 
training for companies 
and individuals. Financial 
planning and forecasting 
for the setup companies 
and already established 
companies. Prepare 
consolidated financial 
statements for the group 
of companies to see 
bigger picture of their 
companies financial 
status as a whole. Please 
feel free to Contact at 
(Tel)-09-97490064.

Tin Tin LATT, Certified 
Public Accountant 
Finance Profectional 
40 years' expserience 
in Government, NGO 
& company accountin, 
audition & finance, 
Audition (external/
internal), Financial 
management, NGO 
Financial Management 
training and on the job 
accounting training. Ph: 
09-2506-49443, Email : 
dorothytintinlatt@gmail.
com. Bldg 221, Rm 2, 
Yanshin Rd, Yankin. 

wE do SERVE interpret 
E n g l i s h - C h i n e s e -
Myanmar for movies, 
project datas & files. 
Serving translate English 
-Ch inese-Myanmar. 
Teacher Mr. William Lin 
(Taiwan) YUNAN DIP, 
IDCS, BM, TW CIVIL & 
IT Top one (Interpreting, 
Translating & Teaching 
Language Class) Yangon. 
Ph: 09-4211-47821, 09-
79580-7548

ToUR gUidE Service, 
If any prospective tour 
operator needs a licensed 
guide in English.  Please 
contact Mr David, 44 st, 3 

Flr, Natchanug , Tamwe. 
Ph: 09-30199028.

Union MiSSion, 
Computer Troubleshoot 
ing & Repair, Windows 
Os Installation, Anti Virus 
& Software Installation, 
Office & Internet Cafe 
Network Contracts, 
Wireless Networking 
Setup, Router & 
CPE Configuration, 
Server Installation & 
Configuration, CCTV 
System solutions & 
Installation service. Ph: 
09- 2527-06 016

wELCoME to contact us 
for serving & translating 
your business cases. 
(1)Seminar, (2)Training 
(3)Projects. Contact ~ 
Teacher Mr. William Lin 
(Taiwan) 09-4211-47821

ZCL(Y.U.f.L),  Translation 
Service : Translate  from 
English to Myanmar, 
Myanmar to English.  Ph: 
09-2506-66325. email  
atar1990@gmail.com

TRAnSLATing & 
Interpreting Service: Part 
time service for English to 
Burmese to English. For 
business Correspond ing, 
Emails, Faxs & letters. 
Conferences & business 
communities for Local 
companies and offices. 
Service offered in person, 
by phone and fax, mobile 
and emails.  Phone: 09-
2540-43372

MYAnMAR Access 
Int'l Co., Ltd provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme, HR Develop 
ment Programme, 
Hospitality Manage 
ment Programme, 
Project Management 
Programme, English 
Training Programme. 
Ph: 09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or  email : 
zinminpon@gmail.com, 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

For Rent
CARS,  (Expert use 
only).  Mid size wagon. 
Now only350.000kyats 
per month with deposit 
for long term. company 
ID required. Call 09 730 
33776.

For Sale

AiR CoMpRESSoR, 
Product type: GA 907.5, 
Serial number: ARP 
881188, Max. final 

pressure (e) ..  bar  7.5 
Interstage pressure (s) 
(e) .. bar, Motor power: 
kW....... 90 Max. speed: 
..... r/min.... 1500, Year of 
manufacture: .... 19 90, 
Made by Atalas Copco 
Airpower n.v. Wilrijk 
Belgium. Ph: 09-4217 
-44300

REd LinK Yadnapon 
internet, Ph:09-4217- 
44300.

EMBASSY'S Furniture 
(second hand) Please 
contact Tel: (01)652-344, 
mobile : 09-503-3739 
Email: tztztz780@gmail.
com 

General
gLoMEd Pharmaceutical 
Co., Inc. www.glomedvn.
vn

Language
EngLiSh ( home tuition)
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT. GCE, IGCSE. 
GMAT  four  skills. local  
and  international  school. 
English for  Japaneses 
children & adult - home  
tuition: courses  are  
avail e  now. you Can    
contact to Saya U Kyi 
Sin (MUMYIT  THAR) Ph: 
09-4210-67-375, www.
kyisinplb.blogspot.com

EngLiSh for professional 
purpose is the need  
of principle of written 
English.Writing ought to 
be easiest of the four skill 
for students of English 
as a Second language, 
unlike listening & reading, 
the student is control 
with the words. However 
writing class often the 
opportunity to see growth. 
to share important ideas 
and to develop sense of 
community. . If you had 
tried as much as you 
can to follow the lesson 
and  you will get good 
experiences and skill. 
Middle school students 
can study in a small class. 
Spanish is also inquired. 
U Thant Zin, 28-3B, Thati 
Pahtan St, Tamwe. Ph: 
09-503-5350, 31021314,.

An ExpERiEnCEd 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar. I have over 
6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do 
not hesitate to contact 
me for an evaluation.  I’m 
a professional teacher 
who will help you improve 
your speaking, reading 
and writing skills. I use 
Singaporean text books 
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading and writing in 
Mandarin. I’m available 
Monday-Sunday with 
a flexible schedule. I 
also teaching Myanmar 
language to all Foreigner. 
Elizabeth Bao Shi :09-
516-2988, also SMS. 

A Two MonTh English 
specking classes, 
Parents desiring to hire a 

tutor or send their children 
to teacher's classes 
(Tamwe/Downtown) are 
requested to contact 
soon. Limited learners 
only. Ph: 09-301-99028.

EngLiSh for int'l school 
students who want to 
practice or improve 
their English including 
literature and language 
art (principle of written 
English) for SAT . If you 
had tried as much as you 
can to follow the lesson 
and  you will get good 
experiences and skill. 
This program will help 
you capability and fill your 
luck of knowledge..Middle 
school students can study 
in a small class. U Thant 
Zin, 28-3B,Thatipa Htan 
St, Tamwe. Ph:09- 503-
5350, 09-310-21314, 09-
319-24423

Travel
SMiLE pAnoRAMA 
Travels & Tours Co., Ltd, 
Car rental services. Ph: 
09-505-3004, 09-250-
605665.

JpM Journeys Princess 
Myanmar Travel & Tours 
: Domestic & Int'l ticketion, 
Hotel accommodation 
bookings, Package tours, 
Visa on arrival, Publics 
buses, trains, river boats, 
Off the beaten track, 
Individually tailored 
incentive tours, Special 
event tours, Expert 
guides for all journeys 
princess Myanmar tours. 
Ph: 09-731-45835, 09-
252-030997. Email : jpm.
sales3@gmail.com, jpm.
rsvn@gmail.com

Training
MAndALAY Computer: 
Computer for Kids, 
Basic Accounting for Job 
I-Office ,  Advanced Excel 
Course, DTP Course  
MYOB Software, Peach 
Tree Software, Window 
Shortcut Course, Email & 
Internet Course  Mp3, Mp4, 
Video Editing, Multimedia  
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

ART BASiC, Perspective, 
Interior Design, Exterior 
Design & Colour Theory. 
Learn Art 5 months to be 
a professional architect. 
Only 2 months for Special 
classes. Home tuition also 
available. New Vision Art 
Gallery and Center,No 
132 lift no: 4 Bagaya Rd, 
Sanchaung, Shann Lann  
Bus top, Ph: 09-2542-
57911

Public Notics
phYSiCS TUToR needed 
for Year 12 International 
School student. Ph: 09- 
502-2834

CoMMUniTY Partners 
International, Yangon 
office relocated to the 
following address- No. 
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane, 
Parami  Road, Chaw dwin 
gone, Yankin Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph: + 
95 1 657909
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UN Positins
The UniTed Nations 
World Food Programme, 
is seeking (1)Senior 
Logistics Assistant GS-
6, Myitkyina (2) Senior 
Logistics Assistant 
(Warehouse/Operation) 
GS-6, Yangon. For more 
information, please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
08 May 2015.

The UniTed Nations 
World Food Programme, 
is seeking (1)Driver GS-
2, Myitkyina. For more 
information, please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
05 May 2015.

Embassy
embASSy of Egypt is 
seeking an experienced 
staff to work as bearer 
at the Ambassador's 
Residence. Must be able 
to speak English well and 
have experience in the 
same field. Qualified and 
Interested candidates 
should submit CV and 
copies of testimonials 
as soon as possible 
to Embassy of Egypt, 
No.81 Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Dagon 
Township or to email: 
e g y p t e m b a s s y 8 6 @
gmail.com.

Ingo Position
The SUbSTAnce Abuse 
Research Association 
(SARA), is looking for  
Finance manager (Full 
Time) 1 Post (800US$ 
to 900US$) based 
in Yangon. Masters 
degree in Accounting, 
Business Administration, 
or related field required. 
Experience in successful 
financial management 
of NGO. Understanding 
of rules and regulations 
related to Global 
Fund & 3MDG project 
funding and reporting 
requirements. Strong 
working knowledge of 
computer programs & 
accounting softwares: 
Microsoft Word, Excel, 
ACCPAC, Peachtree, 
MYOB etc. Demonstrated 
skills in financial oversight 
of Humanitarian Projects 
in Myanmar. Fluency in 
English. Good planning 
& organizational skills. 
Working Experiences in 
the Financial Rules and 
Regulations, Procedures 
of Global Fund and 
3MDG, is a definite asset. 
Please submitted by email 
to Ms. Khin Thida Lwin 
sara.hro.ygn@gmail.
com, and cc to sara.sao.
ygn@gmail.com.  Please 
do not send electronic 
scans of degrees, 
diplomas, certificates, 
but they should be listed 
in the application. The 
application must contain 
a phone number, email 
address, recent passport 
size photo, 2 referees & 
a statement of expected 
salary by the applicant. 
Closing date : 18th,  May, 
2015. 

( 1 ) T r A n S L A T o r 
(chinese) M/F 3 
Posts - Any degree. 
Computer skills, good 
communication skills, 
knowledge at Project 
and office environment. 
Fluently Speak, read 
and write in Mandarian 
and Myanmar. (2) Site 
engineer/ draft man 
(Project base) M/F (5) 
Posts - B.E (Civil). English 
4 skills,  Computer (Word, 
Excel, Power Point),  Auto 
CAD 2D, 3D. (3) human 
resource manager - 
M/F 2 Posts  : Bachelor 
Degree, preferably in 
HRM and MBA would 
be advantage. 5 years 
and above experienced 
in HR specializing field. 
Good communication 
skills in English. (4) 
Sales and marketing 
manager - M/F 4 Posts 
:  Any bachelor degree. 3 

years experience in sales 
and marketing field. (5) 
General manager - M 
2 Posts - Any graduate.  
MBA Degree, Fluent in 
English 4 Skills, 10 years 
experience. (6) driver - M 
2 Posts. Please  submit 
applications with detail 
and complete CV, recent 
photo, copy of NRC 
card, certificates of other 
qualifications. certificate 
of graduations, labor 
registration card, copy 
of census, credential 
of polices station with 
expected salary to 2nd 
Flr, Bldg (C), Pearl 
Condominium, Corner 
of Sayar San St & Gabar 
Aye Pagoda Rd, Bahan, 
Yangon, psn.chrd@
ayswco.com, Closing 
date : 31-4-2015.

( 1 ) A c c o U n T A n T 
(Press) - 1 Post (2)Store 
Assistant - 1 Post (3)
Supporting officer 
- 1 Post. Please send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s  
society.org

myAnmAr red Cross 
Society is seeking Legal 
Adviser 1 post, MRCS 
Head Quarter – Nay Pyi 
Taw/Yangon : Bachelor of 
Laws and/or an Attorney-
at-Law qualification, 
involving a professional 
degree related to 
international law. 4-5 years   
experience. Confirmed 
skills in the following 
fields: representing 
an institution, public 
speaking & presentation 
skills, legal drafting, 
analysis and synthesis, 
negotiation & networking. 
Fluent in both Myanmar & 
English. Good computer 
skills. Knowledge & 
experience of Int'l 
Humanitarian Law highly 
desirable. Knowledge 
of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement and of the 
latter's organisation, legal 
and regulatory framework 
and modes of operation. 
Please send application 
letter, CV, and related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society Head 
Office: Yazathingaha Rd, 
Dekhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Or mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
myanmar redcross 
society.org.

commUniTy Partners 
International (CPI) is 
seeking (1)human 
resource and Admini 
stration director in 
Yangon : Bachelor's 
degree required in Human 
Resources, Business 
Administration, or related 
field. 10 years experience. 
Excellent in English. 
Burmese language skills 
preferred. Experience 
working in Myanmar 
(2) health Systems 
Strengthening/ health 
information System 
director in Mae Sot, 
Thailand : Master's 
degree in health, public 
health, health economics, 
or health policy. 5 years 
of proven experience 
directly related to HSS/ 
HIS. Knowledge of 
Microsoft Access, STATA, 
and/or ArcGIS. Fluency 
in English. Please submit 
CV and a cover letter to via 
ZipRecruiter (add ink) or 
by email to hr.ygn@cpintl.
org by May 01, 2015.

Local Positions
dVb Multimedia Group 
is seeking Senior 
Accountant : B.Com 
or Certified Accountant, 
5 years’ experience in 
a similar position/field, 
Prior experience with 
international accounting 
standards, Familiar 
with computerized 
accounting, Preferably 
familiar with QuickBook 
accounting software, 
Good Computer skill 
(office application), 
Good analytical skill, 
Excellent communication 
& networking (interper 
sonal) skills, Preferably 
familiar with QuickBook 
accounting software, 
Preferably good 
command of spoken & 
written English. Rm 4, 
Building 18, Hninn Si 
Rd, Tamwe. www.dvb.no 
ClDeadline Application: 
Until Candidate Identified 

horizon International 
Schoolis looking for (1).
Assistant Teacher : 
Age 20 ~ 35, University 
graduate, Must be 
proficient in English, 
Comfortable working 
with young learners, 
2 years’ experience, 
Able to devote oneself 
to teaching, Friendly, 
enthusiastic and patient. 
All candidates should be 
good in communication 
and interpersonal skills.  
Attractive Salary. Lunch is 
provided. An opportunity 
to work for an institution 
where students have lots of 
outstanding international 
achievements. Enhance 
ment training. Interested 
candidates can come 
for between the office 
hours. Please bring  
CV along with a copy 
of credentials to   235, 
Shuk in tha rMyoPa t t 
Rd, Taketa, Yangon.
Ph: 450396, 450397, 
9410010, 9410020. 
Closingdate : May15th, 
2015.

chATriUm hoTeL 
Royal Lake Yangon –    
Leading Five Star Hotel 
in Yangon, Myanmar 
with its headquarter in 
Bangkok, is now seeking 
highly energetic and 
motivated candidates for 
the following positions: 
(1).duty manager -  
M/F 1 Post. Interested 
candidates should apply 
with full CV/Resume 
indicating position of 
interest, qualifications, 
educational background, 
employment records and 
recent photo not later than 
15.5.2015. Only short-
listed candidates will 
be notified by phone for 
interview. Email: hr.chry@
chatrium.com Ph : 01-
544500, 01-544500 HR 
Dept. Chatrium Hotel 
Royal Lake Yangon 
No.40, Natmauk Rd, 
Tamwe. Yangon. 

yAnGon International 
School is looking for (1). 
iT network engineer : 
Must have a degree in IT 
and be able to manage 
the local area network, 
server functions and  
organizations, user 
systems the installation 
of all front-end (user) and 
back-end (infrastructure) 
school-wide technology 
systems, peripherals, 
apparatus & software.  3 
years experiences. (2). 
Admissions' Assistant 
: Customer service 
experience. Good 
command English and 
Myanmar. Familiarity 
with international schools 
will be an advantage. 

Qualified and interested 
candidates may send their 
CV forms to Mr. James 
at james@yismyanmar.
com or 117, Thumingalar 
Rd, Thumingalar housing, 
Thingangyun, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: 01 578171, 
09420163769. The 
position is open until filled.

SKy JeT Multi 
Construction Co., Ltd 
is seeking (1)Project 
engineer - M/F 2 posts : 
BE (Electrical), Auto cad, 
M& E dratwin, 5 year 
experience in Electrical 
power projects, Salary 
based on experience (2)
business development 
engineer - M/F 1 post : 
BE (Electrical) or higher, 
5 years experience, M&E 
knowledge is essential. 
For 1 & 2 : Salary 
based on experience. 
(3)Site engineer - M 
2 posts : A.GTI/B.
Tech/B.E(Electrical), 
No experience require, 
Must travel to the project 
site. (4)draft man - 
M/F 1 post : A.GTI/B.
Tech/B.E(Civil), Autocad 
2D, 3D, M&E drawing, 3 
years experience, Please 
submit CV, photo with 
necessary documetntst o 
153, G Flr, 50 St, Upper, 
Pazundaung. Closing 
date : within 2 weeks.

G STAr hoTeL is seeking 
(1)driver - M 2 Posts (2)
Waiter - M 10 Posts (3)
room Attantant - M/F 
3 Posts (4)bell boy - M 
1 Post (5)cashier - F 
3 Post (6)Public Area 
cleaner - M/F 2 Posts (7)
receptionist - F 3  Post 

(8)m&e (Maintainess) - M 
1 Post. For new branch 
at Thaketa G Star II is 
seeking (1)Waiter - M 
10 Posts (2)cashier - F 
3 Posts. Please submit 
CV with necessary 
documents to 20/b, c, 
Thukhawati St, West 
Yankin, Yankin. Ph: 
09-32109590, 09-321-
09591. Closing Date : 15 
.5 .2015.

We Are seeking 
Translator : 3 year 
experience, Strong 
knowledge of legal 
terminology, Positive 
working attitude, 
interpersonal & 
communication skills, 
Good awareness of 
current affairs, cultures 
and politics, It is an 
advantage to have a 
knowledge of and/or 
interest in specialist 
areas such as law, 
pol i t ics/government/
public administration, 
economics, marketing 
and financial affairs. 
Interested candidate 
please send   CV to ppo@
kcyangon.com with Last 
drawn, expected salary & 
availability period.

GreAT GoLden Glory 
Co., Ltd, A Leading 
Chemical distribution 
company is seeking 
for self - motivated and 

dedicated staff for the 
following positions. (1)
Sales coordinator - M/F 
1 post : Any graduate, 
Chemistry or Business 
related subjects more 
preferred, Age 25 ~ 35 
years. (2)Accouontant 
- F 1 post : Graduate in 
B.Com, CPA or related 
subjects, Age 25 ~ 40 
years, (3)Logistics - M 1 
post : Any graduate, Age 
2- ~ 35 years, Good driving 
skill. (4)driver - 1 post 
: Good communication 
& driving skill. All above 
positions, except for the 
driver, must possess the 
following qualifications 
: Fluent in written & 
spoken English, Good 
computer skill, 3 years 
experience in related 
field. Please submit CV, 
photo with necessary 
documents to 85 ~ 87, 3 
Flr, 32 St, Pabedan. Ph: 
387366, 387431. Email 
3g@ggglory.com.mm, 
3gmyanmar@gmai l .
com. Colsing date : 15 
May 2015.

KeLVin chiA Yangon 
Ltd is a foreign legal 
consultancy firm. We 
invite motivated and 
committed individuals to 
join us as  (1) Lawyers 
who will work on a variety 
of corporate & commercial 

matters & transactions 
in Myanmar. If you are 
a Myanmar-qualified 
lawyer with strong English 
language skills, you are 
invited to apply to join our 
Myanmar practice group. 
Myanmar nationals 
admitted to int’l bars are 
also welcome to apply. 
Training will be provided. 
(2) corporate Affairs 
executive As a corporate 
affairs executive, you will 
be involved with business 
development, networking, 
market research and 
liaison work. Applicants 
should be proficient in 
English, energetic & self-
motivated. All nationalities 
are welcome (Myanmar, 
Japanese, Korean, 
Chinese, Taiwanese, etc).  
Please email application 
and curriculum vitae to 
ppo@kcyangon.com

WeLL eSTAbLiShed 
Hotel in Bagan is looking 
for Sales & marketing 
manager (Yangon) - M/F 
1 Post : 5 years experience 
in similar position, 
Efficient in Computer, 
Excel & Word, Mature, 
assertive & posses strong 
managerial & Leadership 
skills, Well- organized, 
Flexible. Should  be  fluent 
oral and written English. 
Please   send the CV with 
1 recent passport photos, 
Labour Registration card 
and relevant certificates 
to Rm 2H, 1st Flr, Nawarat 
Condo, Sa Mon St, 22/24, 
Pyay East Qtr,  Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon. Email.
g m @ t h a r a b a r g a t e .
com or bodsec@
hoteltharabarbagan.com.

mm  Closing date :  30 . 
4. 2015.

GLomed PhArmAceU 
TicAL Co., INC is seeking 
(1)Sales manager - 
Male 1 post in Yangon: 
Excellent in English. 
Determines sales 
plans by implementing 
marketing strategies; 
analyzing trends & 
results. Establishes sales 
objectives by forecasting 
and developing annual 
sales quotas for regions 
and territories; projecting 
expected sales volume 
for existing and new 
products. Implements 
national sales programs 
by developing field 
sales action plans. 
Completes national sales 
operational requirements 
by scheduling & assigning 
employees; following up 
on work results. Maintains 
national sales staff by 
recruiting, selecting, 
orienting employees. 
Maintains national 
sales staff job results 
by counseling and 
disciplining employees; 
planning, monitoring, 
and appraising job 
results. Willing to go on 
business trip in the whole 
Myanmar. (2)medical 
Sales representative 
(MSR) : male/female  4 
posts in Yangon, 2 posts  
in Mandalay, 1 in each 
other State in Myanmar: 
Approaching and making 
good relationship with 
customers. Recom 
mending & selling  
products to customers in 
pharmacies in appointed 
area. Collecting market 
information and reporting 
to Sales Manager. Details 
will be discussed in the 
interview. Some other 
tasks will be given by 
the direct manager. (3)
Office Admin -  female 
1 post in Yangon : English 
speaking. Coordinates 
administrative activities 
and supports the office’s 
daily operations to 
ensure efficiently office 
admin function. Contacts 
with the vendor to carry 
out indirect purchasing 
process such as car 
rental, the apartment 
lease, HOTEL BOOKING, 
air tickets. Coordinates 
logistics for the expatriate 
such as visa/working 
permit/residence permit/ 
apartment lease agree 
ment. Arranges travel 
and logistics for internal 
parties. Checks all 
expenses relate to 
travel report and creates 
weekly/travel report in 
SAP system. Arranges 
appointment/meeting 
when necessary. Other 
miscellaneous duties as 
assigned by Superior. CVs 
should be sent by email to 
: giang.glomedvn@gmail.
com; C/c to: Congkhanh.
nguyen@glomedvn.
com  H/P: +95 92 5200 
2759 – Mr. Giang (English 
speaking) +959 261 779 
889 – Mr. Khanh (English 

speaking) Add.: 35th 
str., 1st floor, middle, 
Kyauktada, Yangon.  
www.glomedvn.vn 

We Are seeking (1)
Production manager 
- M 1 post : Need to 
hold a degree of A.G.T.I 
(Mechanical), 3 years 
experience in related 
field,  Age 30 ~ 55 years 
old, Well knowledge 
in modern furniture & 
furniture installation & 
production. (2)marketing 
manager - M/F 1 post : 
Have to understand project 
sales, retail marketing 
& other marketing 
tools and technique. 
4 years experience in 
Decorative Materials and 
Construction materials 
industry. (3)Project 
coordinator (Interior)- 
M/F 1 post : Able to 
set   project timelines 
& coordinate different 
parties. Well knowledge 
in modern furniture & 
furniture installation 
& production. 3 years 
experience in interior 
scope of work. (4)
Project manager- M/F 
1 post : Have to manage 
the projects (Interior 
Decoration, Renovation, 
and Construction) also 
timelines, procurement, 
materials and labor. 
A.G.T.I (Civil) or B.E 
(Civil). 5 years experience 
in related field. Well 
experience in high-rise 
construction, at least 6 
storey. Well knowledge 
in steel structure, pre-
cast building & modern 
building techniques. Able 
to set project timelines 
& coordinate different 
parties. Familiar with 
construction methods 
& building codes. (5)
Assistant hr manager - 
M/F 1 post : Any graduate, 
5 year experience, HR 
knowledge, Computer 
skills & also reporting skill. 
Good communication 
skills. Self-motivated, 
independent thinkers and 
willing to work under team 
environment.  Please 
submit CV, photo with 
necessary documents to 
HR Department Zware 
Group of Companies 
(DeArch Co., Ltd, Live 
Life Co., Ltd, Builder 
Group Co., Ltd, MBIG) 
440, Waizayantar Rd (at 
the corner of Waizayantar 
Rd & Thit Sar Rd), South 
Okkala, Yangon. Tel: 951-
565911, +951-8551294, 
+959-73117966 www.
z w a r e g r o u p . c o m 
Email: recruitment@
zwaregroup.com

hoGo is seeking 
Technical marketing/ 
Sale marketing, 3~5 
Posts in Yangon : Any 
Bachelor's degree or 
diploma in any field with 
good command in IT. 
Candidates have excellent 
using experience at iPad, 
iPhone, Android Smart 
phone and Smart TV 
will be an advantage. 
Minimum 2 years' 

experience with sale or 
marketing in networking/ 
CCTV field. Any 
interested candidates 
should submit not later 
than 30th April along with 
CV and recent passport 
photo to HOGO Yangon 
Business Consulting Co., 
Ltd. No.(71), Ground 
Floor, (5th) St, (2) Ward, 
Lanmadaw, Yangon. 
Email : hogobusiness@
gmail.com

S i n G A P o r e A n 
Construction Company 
in newly, will be starting 
project in Myanmar soon 
is seeking  QS engineer 
– 1 Post M/F :  Minimum 
5 years experience in 
related fields, Preparing 
BoQ, doing bills payment, 
Providing local supplier 
contacts. Please send CV 
to  2014thanda@gmail.
com within two weeks. 

ASiA PLAzA hoTeL 
is seeking (1)Sale & 
marketing manager - 
M/F 1 Post. (2) Assistant 
Fo manager - M/F 1 Post. 
(3)Sales & marketing 
executive - M/F 2 Posts. 
(4) Fo Supervisor - 
M/F 2 Posts. (5) F&b 
manager M/F 1 Post. (6)
chief Accountant - M/F 
1 Post. (7) G.S.o (Guest 
Service Officer) - M/F 1 
Post. (8) hr Assistant 
- F 1 Post. Must be 
interesting, strive and 
in the long term for this 
position.  Please apply 
with CV form, Photo, 
Expect salary, Certificate 
& other attachement 
copy. Asia Plaza Hotel, 
Yangon : 277, Corner of 
38th & Bogyoke Aung San 
Rd, Kyauktada, Yangon. 
Ph:391070, 391071.

myTcL is currently 
seeking (1)document 
Assistant/Warehouse 
Assistant - M/F 3 Posts 
:Age 23 ~ 35 years, Any 
University graduate, 
Good communication 
skills both in Myanmar 
and English. Fluency 
in Myanmar and 
English language. 
Good Computer skills 
in particular for Data 
processing & analysis, MS 
Office, Email & Internet, 
etc. Honesty, reliability, 
hardworking and be a 
good team player. One 
year experience. Please  
submit the application 
letter with full CV detailing 
experience, knowledge 
& skills, one  passport 
photo, copy of all relevant 
certificates, labour 
registration card, NRC 
card & recommendation 
letter from police station 
to Administration Depart 
ment : Myanmar Yang Tse 
Copper Limited, Yangon, 
70(I) Bo Chein St, Pyay 
Rd, Hlaing, Yangon. Tel: 
01-514194~7, Email: 
yangtse@yangtse.com.
mm , Note: Employment 
is always subject to 
passing an MYTCL 
Medical Examination. 
Colsing date : 24 April 
2015. 

The Project for Curriculum Reform at Primary Level 
of Basic Education in Myanmar (CREATE) is seeking  
applications from qualified candidates for the following 
full-time positions. CREATE is a project of Ministry 
of Education, supported by Japan International  
Cooperation Agency (JICA).

General Requirements
• Bachelor’s degree or higher
• Background in education preferred
• Passion and dedication for better education for Myanmar’s  

children
• Reliability and excellent interpersonal and communication skills
• Basic computer literacy

1. Communication Officer 
• Excellent English proficiency.
• Skills and experiences in PR materials production, media  

relations, and liaison with government officials and other  
education stakeholders.

2. Translator/interpreter (myanmar – english) 
• Very high proficiency in written and oral English.
• Extensive experience in technical translation and interpretation.

3. Translator/interpreter (myanmar – Japanese)
• Very high proficiency in written and oral Japanese (N1 preferred).
• Experience in technical translation and interpretation.

Please send a cover letter and your updated resume to  
createhr.berdc@gmail.com, with the email title stating your full name 
and the position you are applying for.
Only shortlisted candidates will be notified for interviews.
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Reg No. 2509/2015

Reg No. 2511/2015

Reg No. 2510/2015
The above mentioned marks are used in respect of:

International Class 6 : Metal materials for building or 
construction; Metal moulds for forming cement products; Pile end 
plate of metal; Unwelded joint plate of metal

International Class 9: Testing machine and instruments, not for 
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apparatus; Gloves for protection against accidents
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apparatus, electric motors, power distribution or control machines 
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of construction measuring and testing instruments; Rental of 
construction machines and apparatus.

International Class 42: Architectural design; Surveying; 
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computer programming or maintenance of computer software; 
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Any imitation , any deceptive – similar trademark or any fraudulent 
action shall be dealt with the existing laws of Myanmar.

On behalf of
JAPAN PILE CORPORATION

TMI Associates Services Co., Ltd.
#105, Prime Hill Business Square, 

No. 60, Shwe Dagon Pagoda Road,
Dagon Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: +95(1) 255 047, +95(1) 381 101
Date: 1 May 2015                                       Fax : + (95) 255 048

From the bounce, the Thai side 
showed their long kicking ability. 
Myanmar had packed their defensive 
line but had to watch as the ball was 
kicked for five goals and two behinds 
in the first quarter and a large num-
ber of those points were kicked from 
with the square near the centre of 
the pitch. 

The narrowness of the pitch also 
refused the smaller side the oppor-
tunity to find rest bite by using the 
width of the pitch or to use their 
greater speed and maneuverabil-
ity. With the game played in close 
quarters, the Thai Tigers quickly 
narrowed the visitors options and in-
sisted on the game being played with 
maximum engagement. 

Nevertheless, the Cocks con-

tinued to fight for each other and 
twice found the goal posts cour-
tesy of Romanin and the American 
Brendan Kelly.

“As a veteran myself, it was a 
huge honour to play in front of a 
former POW, said Kelly, after the 
game. “Seeing the hardship of life 
in ‘Hell-fire Pass’ was staggering 
and helped inspire me to give my 
all on the pitch.”

continued from sport 24

Laos visit Myanmar 
the gentle way

JUDOKAS from Laos complet-
ed a joint training camp with 
their Myanmar equivalents at 
the Laeway judo camp, Nay 
Pyi Taw on April 29. 

Laos sent three judo players and a 
their Japanese coach to join the Myan-
mar’s 32 strong provisional squad for 
10 days of training in advance of the 
28th Southeast Asian Games that will 
hold it’s Judo contest between June 6 
and 8 at Singapore’s EXPO Hall. 

“The Laos team made the sugges-
tion of this joint training camp and we 
accepted hoping it would provide an 
experience of fighting unknown com-
batants,” Myanmar Judo Federation’s 
general secretary Aung Naing Swe 
told The Myanmar Times.

In preparation for the SEA Games 
the Myanmar team have also travelled 
overseas to Japan, where they joined 
Japanese judoka for training. 

“In February we visited Japan for 
three weeks and last year we sent a 
team to compete at the 2014 Asian 
Games in Incheon. We did not medal 
in Korea but we brought back experi-
ence of fighting against continental-
level opponents and we will take this 
experience into the SEA Games,” add-
ed Aung Naing Swe. 

The 2015 SEA Games will hold 
contests in six weight divisions for 

both the male and female competi-
tions and the Judo squad hopes to 
match their 2013 efforts when they 
heard the national anthem played 
for them on four occasions. In that 
competition on home soil, Myanmar 
judokas also secured four silver and 
three bronze.

“We’ll enter 10 events this year but 
competition will be tougher this year. 
I have heard our opponents are strong 
in their preparation for Singapore and 

I believe Thailand and Vietnam will 
provide the toughest opposition,” said 
Aung Naing Swe.  

Judo, which translates as “gen-
tle way” first became featured in full 
Olympic competition at the 1964 
Games and has been part of the SEA 
Games since Bangkok 1967. Judo is a 
combat sport where opponents aim 
to throw or pin an opponent to the 
ground or force a submission through 
a lock or choke hold.

Kyaw Zin Hlaing
kyawzinhlaing.mcm@gmail.com

A Myanmar judoka grapples with his Vietnamese opponent at the 2013 SEA 
Games. Photo: Staff

Judo

in pictures

Photo: AFP

The Baltimore Orioles faced the Chicago White Sox in an empty stadium 
on April 29 after riots prompted officials to take what is believed to be the 
unprecedented step of ordering the game played behind closed doors.
“We believe that these decisions are in the best interests of fan safety and the 
deployment of city resources,” said MLB commissioner Rob Manfred.
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A sian football’s new tech-
nical director refused to 
put a time-frame on the 
region’s first World Cup 
win on april 29, but said 

strong domestic leagues were the first 
step to success.

asked when an asian team will 
realistically be able to win football’s 
biggest prize, former scotland boss 
andy Roxburgh laughed and said, 
“Good question!”

But Roxburgh, tasked with rais-
ing standards in the region, said he 
had been deeply impressed by Japan’s 
repeatedly stated aim of winning the 
World Cup by 2050.

“The Japanese are actually focused 
and say, ‘We are going to win that 
World Cup ... it might not be tomor-
row or the next day, but our aim is 
to win it’,” Roxburgh told journalists.

“and so they’re focused on doing 
just that. Therefore if more countries 

in asia have that focus, and that atti-
tude, then who knows. But i wouldn’t 
like to make a prediction.”

Roxburgh joined the asian Foot-
ball Confederation last month, after a 
long stint with European body UEFa, 
with a remit to boost coaching stand-
ards and grassroots soccer.

south Korea reached the 2002 
World Cup semis on home soil but 
last year’s edition in Brazil turned out 
poorly for asian teams, who failed to 
register a single win.

Hopes will rise ahead of the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar, where asian 
sides will seek to make the most of re-
gional advantage against the power-
houses of Europe and south america.

Roxburgh, appointed on an 
“initial” two-year deal, said it was 
important to “design the way for-
ward” for asian success through  
development, coaching and competi-
tions.

But Roxburgh, speaking ahead 
of yesterday’s aFC congress in Bah-
rain, said it was vital for league 
standards to improve, to allow play-
ers to thrive without having to move 
to Europe.

“i would like to see leagues in asia 
really boom, that would be the big 
thing,” he said. “in india and China, 
if they really start to boom then there 
might not be such a desire to go to 
Europe.”

He added: “There is talent in asia, 
but talent is never enough. How 
many people have you seen, whether 
it’s a coach or a player, they’re very 
talented. and yet they don’t quite 
make it to the top level.

“You need commitment, you need 
desire. and if you don’t have that 
commitment and desire and confi-
dence ... then that talent will never 
mature to what you hoped it might 
become.” – AFP

Don’t hold your breath 
for Asian World Cup win

FiFa chief sepp Blatter was expected 
to take a big step toward a fifth term 
in office when he watched asia’s foot-
ball boss, a key ally, seal re-election 
unopposed on yesterday.

Just four weeks before FiFa’s pres-
idential vote, Blatter attempted to 
shore up crucial asian support when 
he addressed the asian Football Con-
federation congress in Bahrain.

it is likely to be a triumphant trip 
for the 79-year-old, after aFC presi-
dent shaikh salman bin Ebrahim al 
Khalifa, a vocal supporter, was hand-
ed a fresh, four-year term.

Kuwaiti powerbroker sheikh ah-
mad al Fahad al sabah, another Blat-
ter ally, won one of three seats on 
FiFa’s executive committee up for 
grabs.

Meanwhile Blatter’s presidential 
rival Prince ali bin al Hussein lost his 
post as a FiFa vice president, which 
is being absorbed into the asian lead-
er’s job title.

Blatter has already been assured 
of african support for the May 29 
FiFa poll, and with asia’s 46 votes he 
would be all but at the finish line.

His rivals – Jordan’s Prince ali, 
Dutchman Michael van Praag and 
former galactico Luis Figo – face a 
last-minute scramble for support 
ahead of the ballot in Zurich.

shaikh salman tightened what 
is becoming an iron grip on asian 
football when his first full term was 
rubber-stamped by the congress in 
his home country of Bahrain.

He swept to power in 2013  

promising a clean slate after his pre-
decessor Mohamed bin Hammam 
was banned from football mid-term 
over alleged bribery and financial 
wrongdoing.

The past could still haunt the aFC, 
however, after general secretary alex 
soosay faced accusations related to 
the former regime under disgraced 
Qatari bin Hammam.

according to a video interview 
seen by a Malaysian newspaper, an 
aFC employee said soosay asked him 
to tamper with or destroy documents 
during an investigation.

no comment was immediately 
available from soosay, although the 
report said he had dismissed the vid-
eo as a smear attempt.

The aFC ditched tradition by hold-
ing the congress in shaikh salman’s 
stronghold of Manama rather than 
the Malaysian capital Kuala Lumpur, 
where the body is based.

it also done away with its usual 
executive committee meeting the day 
before the congress, meaning pro-
ceedings will focus squarely on vot-
ing.

Five aFC vice presidents were de-
cided, plus 11 executive committee 
members. australia’s Moya Dodd and 
afghan Zohra Mehri are among five 
mandatory female exco appointments.

But the bigger picture is asia’s 
support for Blatter, which looks set to 
help keep him at the head of world 
football despite a series of controver-
sies, notably over Qatar’s hosting of 
the 2022 World Cup. – AFP

Blatter re-election set 
for Asian boost

IN PICTUREs

Photo:  MFF/
Facebook

Myanmar’s women’s football team trained 
in an alleyway next to the Ramana Hotel 
Saigon yesterday, as they prepared for 
their opening game of the Asean Football 
Federation Women’s Championship 
scheduled for May 2 in Ho Chi Minh City 
against hosts Vietnam.

BUnDEsLiGa side Werder Bremen 
announced april 28 they have 
shelved plans to tour indonesia next 
month because of an on-going row 
between the indonesian Fa (Pssi) 
and the country’s government.

a disagreement over the new in-
donesian super League season has 
put the competition in jeopardy 
with football’s governing-body FiFa 
threatening sanctions if the govern-
ment keeps interfering.

Bremen, who are challenging for 
a Europa League place for next sea-
son, had planned friendlies in the 
southeast asian country at the end 
of May, but say the situation is now 

too complicated.
“We were very advanced in our 

planning, but under these condi-
tions there are too many questions 
which have been raised and there 
are too many question marks,” said 
Werder’s chief executive officer 
Klaus Filbry. 

“internationally, we want to 
show ourselves at our best, but it 
won’t be possible this time.

“so in this respect, we have 
changed our plans at short notice.”

Bremen say they are now plan-
ning three friendlies at the end of 
May with exact dates and opponents 
set to be announced. – AFP

Bremen scrap Indonesia tour plans

aYEYaWaDY United will face either 
Johor Darul Ta’zim of Malaysia or 
Kitchee of Hong Kong in the aFC Cup 
Round of 16 on May 27. 

Before that the team will travel to 
Persib Bandung of indonesia for a tie 
to determine which of them faces a 
home draw against the second-place 
team in Group F. The Myanmar side 
– two points back – will need a win to 
top Group H. 

at the start of this year’s second-
tier continental championship,  
ayeyawady manager, Marjan sekulov-
ski told the press that his aim was to 
finish runner-up to Persib, who he be-
lieved would dominate the group. 

However after a 1-1 draw with the 
indonesians in Yangon on March 11, 
the Delta Boys – including leading 
goal scorer of the competition Riste 
naumov – can travel to the Group H 
leaders on the attack with nothing to 
lose but a valuable advantage to win. 

in last year’s Round of 16, only one 
side playing away from home made 
their way to the quarter finals. That 
waa when al-Hidd of Bahrain beat 
Lebanon’s safa. 

Myanmar’s Yangon United particu-
larly struggled on their long 2014 jour-
ney to indonesia’s Persipura Jayapura, 
based on the island of Papua. after a 
long journey and only a short time to 
acclimatise, the team was two down 
in 10 minutes and although they man-
aged to draw level, they eventually 

succumbed 9-2. 
Persib went on to become beaten 

semi-finalists, a title that Kitchee – 
the 2013-14 Hong Kong First Division 
League Champions – also hold from 
the 2014 competition. 

Johor Darul Ta’zim, the 2014 Ma-
laysia super League champions are 
based in the Malaysian singapore 
border town of Johor Darul. The 2014 
domestic championship was the first 
piece of major silverware the club has 
collected. 

should ayeyawady win their Round 
of 16 tie, they will reach the quarter-
final. That will be a two-legged affair 
played on august 25/26 and septem-
ber 15/16. at that stage of the competi-
tion teams from East asia can also be 
drawn against their West asian rivals.

All or nothing in Ayeyawady’s next AFC match-up
MATT RoEbUCk
matt.d.roebuck@gmail.com

AFC Cup East Asia  
Group E

Pos Team Pld W D L GF GA GD Pts

1 Persipura Jayapura (Q) 5 4 1 0 14 3 +11 13

2  Bengaluru FC (Q) 5 4 0 1 7 5 +2 12

3  Maziya (E) 5 1 1 3 5 6 −1 4

4  Warriors (E) 5 0 0 5 1 13 −12 0

Group F

Pos Team Pld W D L GF GA GD Pts

1  Johor Darul Ta’zim (Q) 5 4 0 1 8 3 +5 12

2  Kitchee (Q) 5 3 1 1 8 4 +4 10

3  East Bengal (E) 5 1 1 3 6 8 −2 4

4  Balestier Khalsa (E) 5 1 0 4 3 10 −7 3

Group G

Pos Team Pld W D L GF GA GD Pts

1  South China (Q) 5 5 0 0 16 3 +13 15

2  Pahang 5 2 1 2 11 10 +1 7

3  Global 5 1 1 3 5 12 −7 4

4  Yadanarbon (E) 5 1 0 4 10 17 −7 3

Group H

Pos Team Pld W D L GF GA GD Pts

1  Persib Bandung (Q) 5 3 2 0 7 2 +5 11

2  Ayeyawady United (Q) 5 2 3 0 10 6 +4 9

3  New Radiant (E) 5 1 1 3 3 9 −6 4

4  Lao Toyota FC (E) 5 0 2 3 6 9 −3 2

(E) Eliminated; (Q) Qualified to the phase indicated.

ASIAN FOOTBALL
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AFC Cup nears  
knockouts
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Mates in arms
AuSTRAliAn RuleS FOOTbAll

M ateship and remem-
brance were the words 
that summed up the My-
anmar Fighting Cocks 
recent aNZaC Cup tour 

to challenge the thailand tigers. 
it was those words that austral-

ian senator Michaelia Cash had used 
at the memorial service held on april 
25 at the Kanchanaburi War Cem-
etery, where thousands lie, victims of 
the construction of the thai-Burma 
Railway.

and those words resonated for all 
in attendance after a 141-13 defeat for 
the Fighting Cocks at the hands of an 
experienced thai side. 

Despite the result, the side’s refusal 
to give up and the way they improved 
throughout the game stood out to all 
those watching. spectators included 
Neil Macpherson, of the 2nd/2nd pio-
neers, a survivor of the “Death Rail-
way”, who had worked on both sides 
of the border and attended the 
match as guest of honour. 

 “i must make a point,” said 
Macpherson, who before pre-
senting the thai team 
with their trophy, had 
some words for their 
vanquished foes. 

“You fought 
well and coura-
geously and al-
though the score 
was against you, 
you come away 
with a good repu-
tation.” 

tigers coach 
patrick Fitzger-
ald made a 
similar point, 
touching once 
again upon the 
theme of the 
day. 

“the Cocks played with a lot of 
spirit,” said Fitzgerald. “With your 
backs against the wall, that’s when the 
aNZaC character comes through.

“You were here as mates and that’s 
what shone through in the end.” 

“it was a genuine privilege to be 
involved in commemorating the 100th 
anniversary,” said Fighting Cock an-
drew Romanin. “For once, the game 
and the result really were secondary to 
why we were there. the fact we were 
there at all is what should be remem-
bered. We have the aNZaCs to thank 
for that,” added the australian. 

Both sides rose early to visit “hell-
fire pass”, a former cutting of the thai-
Burma railway and site of a dawn 
service that is arguably the most im-
portant aNZaC day memorial site of 
the second World War.

“When an aussie Rules 
team was established in 
Myanmar last year, the 
thai team thought it 
would be an appropri-

ate gesture to 
invite them 

as their op-
position for 
the aNZaC 

Day game 
on the 100th 

anniversary 
of the Gallipoli 

landings,” said  
Julian Clark, a 
veteran of several 

aNZaC Day 
g a m e s 

in thailand and a founding member of 
the Myanmar club. 

after “hell-fire pass”, the teams 
travelled to Kanchanaburi War Cem-
etery, where club president henry Cox 
laid a wreath on behalf of the Myan-
mar side. 

the Myanmar team went into 
the game on a high, undefeated and  
topping the aFL asia standings for 
2015 after victories over the Laos el-
ephants and Cambodian eagles. But 
this tie they knew would be a tougher 
proposition. 

the Cocks were without their 
“Man of the tournament” and “Man 
of the Final” from the Vientiane Cup; 
Wade Carruthers and Conor smith re-
spectively, two tall players who fulfill 
important roles for the Fighting Cocks 
in the centre of the pitch.  

Myanmar also missed a number of 
other experienced “talls” and so trav-
elled with a squad of inexperienced 
players, short in stature and including a 
number of debutants. 

With the tigers fielding a large 
squad both in stature and 

number. On the sidelines 
stood eleven substitutes 

ready to interchange 
on the short and 

narrow pitch 
played into 
the advan-
tage of the 
home team.

Club president
Henry Cox presents 
former POW Neil 
MacPherson with 
a commemorative 
ANZAC day Fighting 
Cocks guernsey. Photo: 

MFC/Aurelia Rusek

MORe On SPORT 22

MATT ROebuck
matt.d.roebuck@gmail.comThe wreath placed at the 

Kanchanaburi War Cemetary. 
Photo: Matt Roebuck
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When the day ends,
the magic begins



Sumo wrestlers from Onoe stable hold up crying babies during a “Baby-cry Sumo” event at the Yukigaya Hachiman shrine in Tokyo, Japan, on April 29. Some 100 babies below one year of age took part in 
the annual baby crying contest. Japanese parents believe that sumo wrestlers can help make babies cry out a wish to grow up with good health.  Photo: AFP/Toshifumi Kitamura
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Topshot

Members of Japan’s 
avant-garde dance group 
Dairakudakan perform at a 
festival in Tokyo on April 26. 
A total of 44 performers and 
groups participated in the two-
day annual street performance 
festival at Tokyo’s Koenji 
shipping district.  
Photo: AFP/Toshifumi 
Kitamura
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The performance was interspersed 
with Rastko’s guttural screeches 
– outbursts illuminating the 
immediacy of the performance.

Here, more than ever, the 
audience was made aware of one of 
the central tenets of experimental 

music: Despite starkly unfamiliar 
forms and sounds, our innate urge 
for pattern recognition inevitably 
helps us devise a structural 
narrative to accept.

In a land where the notion 
of “acceptance” is not only a 
theological pillar of the national 
religion but is imperative as a tool 
for coping with living conditions, 
the link with experimental noise 
music was clear. Listeners met 
with a barrage of sonic information 
were challenged to “stop trying to 
understand it” (as one attendee 
remarked) and instead experience 
the sound with open ears and 
minds.

“People hear the term 
‘experimental music’ and think they 
won’t ‘get’ it,” said Johnston. “But 
when they see the musicians in the 
zone, coming alive, making music 
and reading each other, everyone 
always enjoys it.”

If at first glance the flourishing 
of an experimental music scene in 
Myanmar seems unusual, we only 
need to reflect on the art form’s 
origins for insight. As Western 
society’s bitter disillusionment 
with the status quo swiftly 
followed the utter destruction 
wreaked by the First World War, 
experimental musicians sought 
to free themselves of the artistic 
and social conventions that had so 
clearly failed to serve the progress 
of humanity. Now it’s Myanmar’s 
turn to choose its direction, and as 
always, art and social change walk 
hand in hand.

“It’s a very small scene – this is 
the scene,” said Rastko, co-organiser 
of the event, gesturing around the 
rooftop. “But we are trying.” 

P ARTYING before breakfast? 
It’s not everyone’s cup of tea. 
But it is the concept behind 

“Daybreakers”, early-morning raves 
becoming increasingly popular in 
the United States.

At 6:30am one recent morning, 
some 250 young – and old – dance 
enthusiasts gathered in downtown 
Los Angeles to strut their stuff 
before many people have even got 
out of bed.

Andre Herd, the producer behind 
the event, said it combines the fun 
of night-time partying without the 
morning-after downsides.

“It flips the switch on what 
everyone knows and used to love in 
my opinion, which is: you go, you get 
drunk, you maybe meet somebody, 
you hook up, you have fun with 
your friends, you go home, you’re 
hungover the next day,” he said.

“Here you get to go dance, 
you can meet somebody, there is 
an amazing energy in the room. 
Because everyone comes here buys a 
ticket and comes with the intention 
of dancing, everyone dances.”

The parties are held about once a 
month, with tickets costing US$25 
and invitations sent out by email 
about a week in advance.

But unlike a regular rave, there is 
no alcohol or drugs: The strongest 
stimulant available is coffee, with 
fruit juices the drink of choice at 
the bar.

There is, of course, a DJ to keep 
the rhythms coming.

Lenore, whose friends are all 
married and who no longer goes out 
to clubs at night, said Daybreakers 
were ideal.

“I love clubs and now I am over 
them. This is just like a good way for 
me to go out and get hot and sweaty 
and not have to wear stupid shoes 
and dress like a whore,” she said.

Frank, a 60-something who won’t 
give his exact age, added, “I have 
done this twice. I just like to dance, 
usually mostly by myself or standing 
dance sometimes. I just love it. I 
can’t keep my feet still.”

Originally launched in New York, 
breakfast parties are now organised 
regularly in several US cities – but 
also in London and Tel Aviv.

In Los Angeles, the gathering 
breaks up around 9:00am – when 
many head off for work or play, a 
smile on their faces.

“I’ll take my computer down to 
the beach and answer some emails, 
pick my daughter up from school 
at noon, teach a garden lesson for 
her class from noon to one,” said 
Tawnya Calvillo, after her vigorous 
party workout.

“After that, we’ll probably eat ice 
cream and go for a bike ride.” 

– AFP
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‘This is a good way for 
me to go out and not 
have to wear stupid 
shoes and dress like a 
whore’

BY TOM BARTON

I T could have been a scene in a 
Brooklyn warehouse: attendees 
lining the un-rendered walls, 

their transfixed silence punctuated 
with discerning nods at the 
compellingly unfamiliar sounds. But 
it’s not Brooklyn, Berlin or Brunswick 
– it’s a dusky Yangon rooftop and this 
is Myanmar’s experimental music 
scene.

The fifth in a series of 
performances hosted by 
experimental art initiative 7000 
Padauk, Noise Above Yangon invited 

listeners on a journey of truly 
world-class local and international 
improvised experimental sound art.

The success of 7000 Padauk’s first 
experimental music event, which 
featured at a temporary “pop-up” 
Yangon art space opened in 2012, 
triggered the blossoming of a vibrant 
experimental music scene in Yangon.

“It was really organic, the way 
it started,” said Nathalie Johnston, 
event organiser and co-founder of 
7000 Padauk.

“After that, musicians from all 
over the world began to connect with 
us on Facebook asking if they could 
perform. I had no idea there were so 

many experimental musicians in the 
world!” she said. 

On the balmy rooftop of 
Pansodan Scene, the first of 
the evening’s several 15-minute 
musical vignettes was kicked-off 
by Vietnamese artist Tri Minh 
– heralded as the “first truly 
electronic artist in Vietnam” by 
electronic music authority Resident 
Advisor. Tri Minh’s set deftly eased 
the crowd into the tone of the 
evening with heaving, stuttering 
waves of rolling sub bass, filtered 
sounds and spattering glitches.

At the end of the first 
performance, Serbian sound artist 
Rastko urged the growing crowd to 
leave the safety of the perimeter and 
sit down amongst the musicians at 
the centre of the cement rooftop, to 
hear the sound “as it is meant to be 
experienced”. 

Indeed, a 5-channel PA system 
with independent speaker sends – 
cutting-edge by anyone’s standards 
– allowed the sound artists to truly 
envelope the audience in a 360-degree 
audio sphere.

Up next, Myanmar duo 
Burmélange, featuring artists Darko 
C and Ko Jeu, conjured up a droning, 
pulsating violin and electric guitar 
improvisation – their unorthodox use 
of instruments evoking post-punk 
recontextualist Oren Ambarchi.

Myanmar’s DJ Kavas outshined 
his “DJ” moniker, clearly 
demonstrating his vision as a digital 
composer. His entire set featured a 
single iconic breakbeat drum sample 
obscured by sonic manipulation 
involving delays and time stretching. 
This exercise in minimalism – 
making so much out of incredibly 
limited source material – was 

masterfully constructed.
As the sun set on downtown 

Yangon, a collaboration between 
Rastko (Serbia), Slyne (Myanmar) 
and Phu Pham (Vietnam) spun a 
freely improvised microcosm of 
sound evoking John Cage’s Chance 

Music. Kalimba, gong and cymbals 
resonated alongside analogue synth 
tones, laptop sequencing, and live 
performance on a Madrona Labs 
Soundplane – a MIDI controller 
reminiscent of the Ondes Martinot 
made famous by Radiohead’s Kid A. 

Myanmar resonates with world-class experimental music

A live set by (left to right) Raskto (Serbia), Phu Pham (Vietnam) and Slyne (Myanmar). Photo: Charlotte Rose

Early-morning dance 
parties take off in USBY ZON PANN PWINT

T HEY have no fear of the law, 
or the police, or of public 
opinion. The self-confessed 

vandals, who scrawl their names 
in paint in public places, fear only 
dogs.

Graffiti first came to public 
notice when the street artist 
Arker Kyaw painted a mural of US 
President Barack Obama on the wall 
near his house in Shwegonedine 
in November 2012 to mark the 
president’s visit to Myanmar.

Since then, it has acquired a kind 
of raffish vogue.

In 2013, Yangon municipal 
authorities announced a ban on 
graffiti and street art. The ban had 
no evident effect.

“The ban didn’t affect us. We 
enjoy drawing illegally at night 
and I’ve never heard of anyone 
being punished since the ban was 
announced,” said Kue Ku, 18, one of 
the few women who scrawl graffiti.

Kue Ku says drawing is her 
hobby. She enjoys painting on 
canvas and on walls. “But I am 
afraid of dogs. When we walk 
around searching for somewhere to 
paint, we often come across them 
and have to run away,” she said.

Since her parents discourage 
her from going out late at night, she 
often finds it more convenient to 
vandalise public property during 
the day.

She and her friends keep cans 
of spray paint inside their car, and 
drive around looking for places to 
deface, sometimes as far as Bago. 
Kue Ku sprays her name in stylised 
writing – known as “tagging” – on 
walls along the way.

“I love tagging the walls, 
especially the walls of railway 

stations. I love seeing my name on 
the walls when I drive past,” she 
said.

She knows graffiti is vandalism 
against public property, and that 
many people dislike it. “I avoid 
painting on the walls of schools, 
hospitals and religious buildings. 
It’s my self-imposed duty,” she 
said righteously, adding that some 
people pay her to decorate the walls 
of their home.

Graffiti artist Thu Myat said the 
authorities, security guards and 
the public are already familiar with 
his work. “They don’t bother us any 
more. If we get caught painting at 
night, they just stand and gaze at 

the graffiti and leave without saying 
anything. It means they understand 
graffiti doesn’t relate to politics and 
we are doing nothing wrong,” said 
Thu Myat.

The police used to make graffiti 
violators sign a pledge vowing 
never again to paint on the walls of 
public property. “In the past, the 
image of graffiti artists was bad. 
The authorities thought we were 
doing something wrong at night. 
Some artists even spent a few days 
at the police station,” Thu Myat 
said. But today, he said, graffiti is 
commercially successful, and its 
“artists” are paid for their work. The 
dogs disapprove of this trend. 

Graffiti artists spray on despite ban

Street artists Arker Kyaw first brought graffiti into the spotlight with his 2012 mural of US 
president Barack Obama. Photo: Staff

Dancing before breakfast: Early morning raves have become increasingly popular in the US. Photo: AFP/Robyn Beck

Despite a government ban on graffiti and street art, graffiti artists have not been 
discouraged. Photo: Staff

Graffiti artist Kue Ku sprays 
a wall at the Cluster Art 
poetry event on March 27 
 Photo: Charlotte Rose

BY CHIT SU

A  COLLABORATION 
between two old friends, 
long separated in time and 

space, will help Yangon orphans. 
The two artists, both graduates 
of the Yangon State School of 
Fine Art, class of 1980, have come 
together to present the exhibition 
Beauties of East and West from 
May 7 to 10 at Gallery 65, at 65 
Yaw Min Gyi Road (behind the 
Parkroyal Hotel), Dagon township, 
Yangon.

More than 40 of their most 
recent paintings will be on display. 
Ye Min, who was a graphic designer 
in the fashion industry in New York 
for 15 years, is contributing Western 
landscapes, native American 
subjects, abstracts and nudes, while 

Than Soe is presenting paintings 
on Buddhist culture, Myanmar 
customs, and ethnic scenes.

“When we met up again we 
decided to show our artwork 
together, so we organised this 
exhibition,” said Than Soe, who is 
based in Yangon.

Ye Min, a cancer survivor, 
wanted the proceeds from the 
exhibition to benefit local orphans. 

“Most of the pictures are very 
recent, in fact I’m still drawing some 
of them,” said Than Soe, adding, 
“We will donate to orphanages in 
Thanlyin and Okkalapa.”

Visitors to the exhibition will 
receive free postcards featuring the 
exhibits, which are mostly in oil and 
acrylic.

Beauties of East and West is 
open from 10am to 6pm daily. 

East meets west in new exhibi-
tion

East 
meets 
West 

in new 
exhibition
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BY EVE O’SULLIVAN

I T’S a good thing I have 
an unusual fearlessness 
when it comes to hot oil, as 

this week’s fritters use it by the 
bucketload, providing perfect 
snacking material for a weekend of 
warm weather. 

Prawn fritters
Serves 4

200g plain flour, sifted
½ tsp baking powder
1½ tsp salt
¼ tsp ground white pepper 
1 tsp ground turmeric
350-375ml water
150g cooked crayfish tails or 
prawns, roughly chopped
2 tbsp fresh chives, chopped
½ small red onion, very finely 
sliced
4 whole spring onions, chopped 
(green and white parts)
100g tinned sweetcorn, drained, or 
a handful of beansprouts
1 litre vegetable oil, for deep frying

For the sauce 
4 tbsp chilli sauce 
2 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp light soy sauce
1 tbsp fresh lime juice
1 tsp palm or light brown sugar
½ tsp mustard powder

First, make the dipping sauce by 
combining all the ingredients, then 
set aside.

Mix the flour with the baking 
powder, salt, pepper and turmeric. 
Slowly stir in the water so that the 
batter is smooth and thick. (Add 
more water if very stiff.) Set aside.

 Tip the seafood, chives and 
vegetables into the batter and mix 
well to ensure that everything is 
well-distributed.

Heat the oil in a deep-sided 
saucepan or wok until hot enough 
to brown a cube of bread in about 20 
seconds (about 170C-180C/340-350F 

if you have a cooking thermometer). 
Spoon heaped tablespoons of the 
batter carefully into the hot oil. 
Deep-fry until golden brown (about 
3-4 minutes). Drain on paper towels 
and serve warm with the dipping 
sauce.

Spiced cabbage fritters
Cabbage is really cheap, but it has 
a bad reputation. Here’s a really 
thrifty and tasty recipe that’s speedy 
and filling. 
Serves 2-4

1 small sweet potato½ red onion, 
thinly sliced
1 garlic clove, chopped
 Vegetable oil, for frying
½  medium savoy cabbage, 
shredded
1  tsp turmeric
½  tsp cumin
½  tsp paprika
A dash of soy sauce
Salt and black pepper, to taste
2  tbsp gram flour

Prick the sweet potato with a fork 
then cook in the microwave on high 
for 2-3 minutes, until softened, then 
set aside to cool.

On a medium heat, fry the garlic 
and onion in a little oil. When they 
begin to soften, add the chopped 
cabbage and fry for about 10 
minutes, until just cooked. Add all 
the spices, then after a minute, add 
the soy and seasoning.

Scoop the flesh from the sweet 
potato, mash then add to the pan 
and combine with the veg. Remove 
from the heat and allow to cool a 
little.

In a bowl, add the 2 tbsp chickpea 
(gram) flour and a little water to 
make a mix slightly thicker than 

pancake batter. Add the cabbage 
mixture to thise batter and stir well, 
making sure it’s all combined.

 Divide into roughly 6-8 fritters, 
then heat some oil in a clean frying 
pan and cook until browned and 
crispy on each side. Serve with a 
salad and some minted yoghurt. 

BY CHARLOTTE ROSE

L AST week, an article on 
Global Post declared, 
“Bushwick is over: Time 

to move to Yangon.” Apparently, 
Yangon’s emerging bar and 
restaurant scene is an early sign 
of the “hipster revolution” about 
to sweep the city. Clearly, in his 
haste to broadcast the city’s hip 
new “foodie culture” to the world, 
the writer of said article didn’t find 
time to visit 7th Joint Bar and Grill.

Whilst I certainly don’t claim 
to be an arbiter of hip – I’ve never 
owned a gramophone and only 
drink from jam jars when I’ve run 

out of clean glasses –  I’m fairly 
confident that 7th Joint isn’t it. 
For those tired of sipping cocktails 
out of tea cups while sitting on 
milk carts, this is no doubt reason 
enough to visit. Unfortunately, 
there are many more reasons why 
you shouldn’t. 

7th Joint’s location, at the back of 
a disused retail unit facility, gives it 
a clandestine air which – in a world 
where “cool” means partying in a 
converted shipping-container – 
should be its free 

ticket into the hipster club. But this 
place is not so much “fashionably 
uncool” as it just uncool. Claiming 
to be “the only reggae bar in 
Myanmar”, 7th Joint “strives to 
deliver a unique reggae experience 
with an atmosphere that will take 
you back to the Caribbean”. Now, 
I’ve never been to the Caribbean, 
but I’m almost certain that it 
doesn’t look like this. Unless, of 
course, it’s painted in red, green 
and yellow stripes and covered 
entirely in pictures of Bob Marley. 

While Bob smiled down at 
us from the wall, my guest and I 
turned our attention to the menu. 
I ordered the “signature” jerk 
chicken (K6500) from the range of 
Jamaican favourites on offer, which 
was served with traditional rice and 
beans and an unbuttered, unsalted, 
unimaginative corn on the cob. The 
dish looked bland, and tasted even 
blander, though it was undoubtedly 
the better choice next to my guest’s 
Jamaican chicken curry, the taste of 
which was akin to a kitchen sponge 
that has been left in dishwater 
overnight. Even the potato wedges 
(K2500) we ordered as a side were 
undercooked and unseasoned – 
does the Caribbean not have salt? 

Admittedly, 7th Joint probably 
isn’t the kind of place you go to 
enjoy a good meal. It’s more of a 
bar than it is a grill – a place to 
sip cocktails whilst listening to 
reggae and reminiscing about the 
time you smoked a joint on the 
beach with that girl with the belly-
button piercing. And in the drinks 
department, 7th Joint deserves some 
credit. Not because they taste great 
(they don’t) but because they’ve 
taken the K800 mojito formula 
popular with 19th Street revellers – 

cheap rum, heaps of sugar syrup 
– and ingeniously repackaged 

it as a K4500 mojito. 

Among the range of other cocktails 
on offer, the Sex on the Beach was 
only mildly better – though I did 
enjoy the less-than-subtle quip on 
the menu: “I know you have tried 
it. If not, you do wanna try it. If you 
know what I mean.” (Yes. We know 
what you mean.) 

None of this, however, seemed 
to matter to the crowds that packed 
out the two-tier bar. Perhaps 
because friendly service and a 
charming owner – who spent the 
night handing out free shots – 
create a welcoming atmosphere 
that makes 7th Joint feel like more 
of a house party than a bar. The 
buzzing, anything-goes vibe and live 
music give this place the potential 
to become a popular late-night 
watering hole. While they didn’t 
actually play any reggae, the band 
was jaunty, and after a bit of a dance 
I even started to enjoy the place. 
Who knows, perhaps there’s a need 
for a Bob Marley-themed bar among 
the wave of “gastro” and “bespoke” 
openings that has swept the city of 
late. 

Hipster is over: It’s time to move 
to the Caribbean. 

wEEKEND     |      FOOD&DRINK

RESTAURANT REVIEW

7th Joint
Bar and Grill
7th Joint
Bar and Grill

out of clean glasses –  I’m fairly 
confident that 7th Joint isn’t it. 
For those tired of sipping cocktails 
out of tea cups while sitting on 
milk carts, this is no doubt reason 
enough to visit. Unfortunately, 
there are many more reasons why 
you shouldn’t. 

7th Joint’s location, at the back of 
a disused retail unit facility, gives it 
a clandestine air which – in a world 
where “cool” means partying in a 
converted shipping-container – 
should be its free 

popular with 19th Street revellers – 
cheap rum, heaps of sugar syrup 

– and ingeniously repackaged 
it as a K4500 mojito. 

7th Joint Bar and Grill
G-A10 Shwe Asia Building, corner of 
47th Street and Mahabandula Road, 
Botahtaung Township

Restaurant Rating:    
Food 3
Beverage 4
Service 7
Value 5
X factor 5

Fabulous fritters
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Toba is another of the few 
places in Yangon open to 
hungry revellers 24 hours 
a day, though if you find 
yourself eating here, you’ve 
definitely had a few too many. 
There’s a range of Indonesian 
favourites on offer, including 
Nasi goreng, Mie goring and 
Gado-gado, and apparently 
the chefs are Indonesian, 
though you wouldn’t know it. 
MSG and oil are the favourite 
ingredients here – the Nasi 
goreng I ordered was passable, 
but my guest didn’t touch his 
fried noodles. Having said 
that, you’re probably not going 
to be so picky at 4am. 

The interior has a back-
street diner feel to it which 

can make the atmosphere feel 
a little sketchy late at night. 
But it was busy during my visit 
and the service is friendly 
enough. If you’re headed here 
after ingesting large volumes 
of Mandalay Rum the fried 
food will probably appeal, 
but if cardiac arrest doesn’t 
do it for you you’d be better 
off staggering the few metres 
around the corner to 365 and 
eating there instead.  

It’s Tarmwe location might be 
a bit out of the way for some 
but, if you’re faced with a 4am 
food emergency, New Burger is 
worth jumping a taxi for. 

Don’t be fooled by the name 
– it is not just burgers on the 
menu. There’s a range of fried 
rice (K2500- 4000) and 
noodle 

dishes (K3000-4000) on offer, 
and if you’re passing by during 
the day it’s worth giving the 
hot-pot a try. Having said that, 
the cheeseburger (K2500) 

is a good choice – while not 
exactly a gourmet cow, it’s at 
least served in a real burger 
bun (a rare find in this parallel 
universe in which “bread” is 
actually cake) and the fries 
aren’t bad either. Surprisingly, 
they also serve the best lime 
juice (K1800) I’ve tasted in 
the city, as well as a long list of 

other fresh juices and coffee. 
A favourite with locals, 

New Burger is busy around 
the clock and there’s a 

laid-back, PG-rated vibe 
about the place which 
makes it a good 
choice for a late-
night food mission. 
Even the security 
guard outside 
checked I was ok as I 
left at 1am. 
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5 Thamada Hotel, Alan Pya 
Pagoda Road, Dagon 
Food 6
Beverage 8
Late-night X-factor 9 

U Chit Maung Road (next to 
Green Leaf Hotel), Tarmwe 
Food 6
Beverage 6
Late-night X-factor 9

15 Nawaday Street, Dagon 
Food 4
Beverage 6
Late night X-factor 5

Late-night eats
I N most cities around the world, finding a post-drink meal or midnight snack is a simple walk in the dark: You just head to your nearest kebab-shop or 24-hour burger joint. Yangon, 

however, can hardly be described as a “24-hour” city, so where do night owls go to satisfy their late-night hunger pangs? These popular spots are open around the clock, so you can fill up 
even after the last round of whisky shots have been downed. –  Charlotte Rose

A popular late night spot, 365 
is something of an institution 
among locals and visitors alike. 
Serving a range of Western 
options, including burgers and 
sandwiches (K3600-4800), 
pastas and imported steaks 
(K19,500-33,000), as well as 
a range of noodle and rice 
dishes, 365 is open 24 hours a 
day, making it the perfect place 
to fill up after a late-night flight 
or a few too many at one of the 
area’s surrounding bars. They 
also have an extensive cocktail 
list if you fancy a few more, or 
if it’s a wake-up call you’re after 
they serve surprisingly good 
coffee. 

Of course, you can dine 
here at any time of day, but 
there’s a reason locals consider 
365 a late-night venue: It isn’t 
exactly what you’d call fine 
dining. The “Western” dishes 
are probably worth giving a 
miss if you’re actually from 

the West, though the noodles 
and stir-fried dishes are a 
pretty safe bet – the fried beef 
with chilli (K3800) was my 
favourite. Expect a heavy dose 
of MSG (most of the dishes 
are oozing with the stuff) 
although, as grease and salt are 
the main food groups craved 
by the squiffy, this is unlikely 
to be a problem if you’re here 
after a night on the town. 

Fairy lights and comfy 
sofas mean 365 manages to 
maintain a family-friendly 
vibe even in the early hours. 
Service is brusque, but then so 
would I be if I was serving Pina 
Coladas at 3am.

365 New Burger (New Khum Wei) Toba Restaurant and Café

menu. There’s a range of fried 
4000) and 

noodle 

dishes (K3000-4000) on offer, 

they also serve the best lime 
juice (K1800) I’ve tasted in 
the city, as well as a long list of 

other fresh juices and coffee. 

New Burger is busy around 
the clock and there’s a 

laid-back, PG-rated vibe 

guard outside 
checked I was ok as I 
left at 1am. 



8 THE MYANMAR TIMES  ISSUE 07 I MAY 1 - 7, 2015wEEKEND     |      HEALTH &beauty

BY BIM ADEWUNMI

I  DON’T remember having 
trouble sleeping – until my 
late teens. There was no 

grand trauma, no “aha” moment 
to pinpoint when my sleep was 
disrupted. I just sort of drifted into 
insomnia. I have tried to remedy it 
over the years, using pills (soft herbal 
brands and the hard big pharma 
types), sprays (top picks: lavender 
and frankincense), a variety of 
“calming” sounds (including whale, 
panpipes and white noise) and, 
of course, the gold-level option of 
“wishing really hard”.

Sleep, as I learned via A-level 
psychology, is a chance to relax and 
literally do nothing (except allow 
my subconscious to sort through the 
day’s events). Yet I was switched on: I 
either wake up during the night or fail 
to fall asleep in the first place (during 
the day, of course, I drift off on trains, 
buses and in cars). I average about 4.5 
hours a night, which is not ideal for a 
rich human life. I’ve got used to not 
sleeping; in movie-learned therapy-
speak, I think that means I’ve hit rock 
bottom, which makes it the perfect 
time to see Dr Guy Meadows, the 
clinical director of The Sleep School.

Dr Guy (that’s how he introduces 
himself) is a chirpy sort and I like 
him immediately. He explains that 
insomnia is essentially learned 

behaviour: If you don’t sleep, your 
body gets used to not sleeping. “Sleep 
is natural,” he says, before engaging 
me in a tug-of-war with my scarf. 
He yanks at it; in reply, I tug back. 
“Exactly,” he says, delighted by my 
human predictability. 

Rather than classic cognitive 
behavioural therapy, Dr Guy uses 
acceptance and commitment therapy, 
which, according to his guide The 
Sleep Book, “recognises that it is 
our struggle or reaction to pain and 
suffering that actually makes them 

worse”. The key is to not aggressively 
“chase” sleep but rather to “let go of 
the rope”. 

I am reassured by the sleep 
“hypnogram” Dr Guy draws me, 
which shows the patterns of normal 
sleep and the exact ways in which 
my sleep is utterly borked – you’re 
supposed to wake up over the course 
of a night, but also to drop straight 
back. We talk about sleep regulation, 
including “sleep and wake drives” 
that work in tandem with the 
circadian body clock to regulate 

sleepiness and wakefulness, and why 
naps are only a short-term fix. We talk 
about orange light (sleep-inducing) 
and blue light (wake-inducing, the 
type smartphone screens emit). He 
concludes I am an “owl” and this, 
plus modern humans’ generally 
overstimulated eyes and minds, may 
have exacerbated my sleeplessness.

I implement Dr Guy’s advice 
straight away. I start “darkening 
down” two hours before bed and shut 
off my phone half an hour before. 
He also asks me to set a reasonable 
bedtime, which I put at 12.30am, 
with a plan to get out of bed no 
later than 7.30am. We even do a bit 
of mindfulness, which I’ve been 
encouraged to do by myself on my 
work commute – three minutes, three 
times a day. I do “welcoming and 
diffusing exercises” in which I repeat 
my anxious bedtime thoughts to the 
tune of “Happy Birthday”, and prefix 
them with “I am having the thought 
that … ”

Does it work? It’s too soon to say 
for sure. The new bedtime routine is 
my biggest breakthrough. I feel like 
a baby, but it helps to have an actual 
bedtime. The diffusing exercises 
are also potent, creating a necessary 
distance between myself and my 
thoughts. I’m not 100% there yet, but 
this is a long-term process, and for 
the first time in ages I am optimistic 
about licking this insomnia. Sweet 
dreams.    – Washington Post

Can’t sleep? How to beat insomnia
Dr Guy’s sleep advice
for insomniacs
When we encounter 
sleeplessness, we fight against 
it. We try to do things to make 
ourselves go to sleep – have a hot 
bath, drink a warm milk, count 
sheep. All the advice out there 
about dealing with insomnia is 
about “doing” something to help.

The paradox is that sleeping 
requires us to do absolutely 
nothing. If you ask a normal 
sleeper how they do it, they will 
tell you they do nothing. But if you 
ask an insomniac, they will give 
you a list as long as their arm. My 
theory is that it is doing all these 
things to help us get to sleep that 
is part of the problem.

What can we do to improve 
the situation? Well, let go. 
Letting go is about acceptance 
and a willingness to be awake 
in bed. It’s about accepting 
everything that goes along with 
insomnia – the worry, anxiety. 
I teach my patients to use 
mindfulness to observe all these 
feelings, and let them be.

When people are finally OK 
with being awake, they don’t get 
in the way of sleep.

BY WADE GUYITT

B ICYCLES are inexpensive, 
repairable, long-lasting, 
congestion-reducing, 

environment-protecting and 
health-promoting, not to mention 
fun. Yangon, of course, finds them 
deeply suspicious.

Beside the passive discouragement 
presented by uneven roads packed 
with belligerent drivers, Yangon’s 
potential cyclist is dissuaded by 
the fact that, since 2003, several 
arterial roads, as well as an unhealthy 
chunk of the downtown, have been 
officially off-limits to bicycles. That’s 
a shame: For all the millions spent 
to widen streets or put up flyovers, 
no one seems to realise it might be 
sensible to get people moving about 
on machines that occupy less than 
1 square metre, rather than the 7.6 
taken up by an average mid-sized car.

You do see bikes in smaller back 
alleys, and occasionally flouting the 
(apparently unenforced) diktat on 
bigger roads. But except for the brave 
souls on rusty beaters who depend 
on their wheels to get around, not to 
mention the odd lycra-ed die-hard 
seeking a speedier, more invigorating 
commute, Yangon is mostly a 
dead zone for riding, particularly 
compared to other major Asian cities.

Fortunately, a few cyclists are 
trying to take back the streets. And 
like all good vigilantes, they’re doing 
their best work at night.

Not that there’s anything 
expressly anti-authoritarian about 
the Friday-night group bike rides 
that happen each week in Yangon. 
They’re just a way for friends and 
strangers, experienced or beginner, 
to come together and go for a healthy 
spin around town. But gathering en 
masse with other riders under cover 
of darkness does lend a conspiratorial 
air – though that’s forgotten as soon 
as one experiences the joy of riding 

worry-free through streets that may 
prove intimidating during daytime 
traffic.

The ride is put on by long-resident 
Australian Jeff Parry, co-proprietor 
(with his Myanmar wife) of Bike 
World Explores Myanmar, a bicycle 
shop on Kan Street off Pyay Road at 
6.5 Mile, and also, one block north, a 
BB&B, or bed, breakfast and bicycle.

Bike World – motto: “Get on your 
bike” – runs guided tour packages all 
over Myanmar. Best for the casual 
rider are their weekly regular Sunday-
morning rides, in which participants 
are car-ferried north of Yangon for 
beautiful, between-village riding, 
with stops at sites of local interest 
and, if you’re lucky, the chance for 
a quick swim to cool off. Bring your 
sunscreen – and a bit of cash for a 
mohinga breakfast and a post-ride 
lunch and drink – and leave the rest to 
Parry and his crew. Give Bike World a 
heads-up and you can even rent a bike 
and helmet from them.

Of course, country lanes in 
daytime are one thing; low visibility 
and speeding cars at night are quite 
another. “Is it safe to ride around the 
streets at night?” asked one BB&B 
patron visiting from Bangkok, as 
we gathered in the courtyard of the 
guesthouse and got fitted out with 
appropriately sized rental bikes, all 
brand-name imports from abroad. 

“Safer than in the daytime,” 
I replied, playing the role of the 
informed local, “because there are 
fewer cars on the road.” But for all my 
outward confidence, I was glad to see 
the organisers assiduously checking 
tyre-pressure and affixing lights to 
the fronts and backs of our bikes.

Rolling out the gate into the small 
lanes just outside was the first time 
I’d been on a bicycle in about a year. I 
found it an adjustment at first to get 
used to navigating the bad back-road 
pavement in low visibility, not to 
mention a few befuddled passersby. 
But our first stop was only a few 

minutes away: the Bike World shop, 
where a few dozen experienced local 
riders were waiting for us beginners.

The Friday Night Ride has been 
averaging around 50 participants 
lately; that night saw 37, but Parry 
said they’d had a few record-setting 
nights of 64. The vast majority of 
participants are local Myanmar 
riders who know the route and could 
ride circles around the newcomers, 
yet still take care to keep the group 
together and are quick to approach 
if anyone seems a bit nervous about 
the state of their equipment. The 
more the merrier, seems to be the 
general opinion. The ride is free for 
anyone with their own bike, so the 
only financial benefit for Bike World 
comes from the tourist contingent 
and other bike-renters like me. 
But attracting more people means 
more cycling happening in Yangon 
generally, and for those who love their 
rides, a chance to remind the city that 
a bicycle is more than just two-thirds 
of a trishaw is a reward in itself.

Traffic was light when we turned 
south from 6.5 Mile down Pyay Road. 
Leaving the cramped sidestreets 
behind, our large number meant 
we could move in a carefully spaced 
swarm, occupying a lane of our own 
and neither obstructing traffic nor 
endangering ourselves by scrubbing 
up along the kerb. It was immensely 
liberating to feel like a participant in 
traffic rather than an obstruction to 
it. Cars were careful to let us change 
lanes when needed, and we in turn 
employed hand signals and abided 
by the rules of the road. Not that we 
didn’t stand out: Passengers of one 
car gave a cheer as they zoomed by us, 
while a few pedestrians waved hello 
from the sidewalk, making us feel 
like participants in a nocturnal Tour 
de Yangon. The long line of our rear 
lights blinking as we curved around 
the moody lighting of the Pyay 
overpass was inspiring.

We soon stopped for a break at 

People’s Park opposite Shwedagon 
Pagoda, the first of three or four 
opportunities for a headcount and to 
make sure everyone was okay. From 
there we came downtown and looped 
around Sule Pagoda – the roundabout 
itself, normally life-threatening for 
pedestrians in rush hour, was entirely 
empty when we reached it – then 
headed north above Bogyoke. Coming 
up to Aung San Stadium, where a few 
lone cars waited at a red light to our 
right and our lane gave us nothing but 
open pavement ahead, was when the 
pleasure of night-time riding kicked 
in. Wide, smooth road let us put on 
some speed and enjoy the experience 
of city cycling in ways that would have 
been impossible earlier in the day.

Another highlight came as we 
curved around Kandawgyi Lake, 
lights reflecting on the water as we 
zipped along. This was also when 
I found an unexpected benefit of 
helmet-wearing: It protects you when 
you ride too close to the kerb and get 
whipped by overgrown tree leaves.

One benefit of riding is that speed 
is nature’s air conditioner: The sweat 
only catches up when stopping for 
a break, which is good motivation 
to keep on riding. But all too soon 
we pulled up outside a tea shop 
where the group usually breaks for 
refreshment. As it appeared to be 
closed that night, most headed home 
while the rental contingent and a 
few regulars retired to a restaurant 
on Sayar San Road for some well-
deserved rehydration.

It was well past midnight when 
at last we began the short jaunt back 
to our starting point at the BB&B. 
Our only companions were open 
intersections and empty roads – the 

streets themselves seeming to beckon 
us onward, instead of just standing 
in between us and our destination as 
they do during daytime.

Earlier in the evening, when 
a cluster of us were stopped at an 
intersection, waiting for a light to 
change, a pedestrian rubbernecked 
our rides as he crossed the street. 
Seeming surprised at the sight of so 
many bicycles gathered in one spot, 
he said, somewhat disconsolately, and 
to all and no one in particular, “I want 
to ride a bicycle but I don’t have one.”

To him – and to all those who 
feel hemmed in by Yangon’s car-
centric streets, and crave a taste of a 
healthier, cheaper, more self-directed 
approach to navigating the city – I 
have only one response: “Rent one 
– from Bike World.” And pencil your 
first ride in for a Friday night.  

Bike World Explores Myanmar 
runs Friday-night rides starting 
from their guesthouse at 10F 
Khabaung Road, 6.5 Mile, off Pyay 
Road (01-527636). Arrive at 9pm, 
leaving plenty of time for a 9:30 
departure, particularly if you intend 
to rent a bicycle (K15,000). While 
the rides aren’t competitive, and 
while the streets are notably calmer 
in the evening, you’ll want to be 
comfortable enough on a bicycle 
that you can be out in light traffic 
without worry. For more information 
see the BWEM website at www.
myanmarpanorama.com, which 
contains a handy map showing 
exactly how to get to the guesthouse, 
complete with instructions in both 
English and Myanmar. 

What comes to mind when you think of Friday-night  
after-dark activities? Bet it’s not riding bicycles 

Chain gang
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T ULLE skirts are in. Jogger 
pants are hot. But high-
waisted shorts? You don’t 

want to go there.
In its first fashion trends 

report, Google analysed billions 
of searches dating back to 2009 
to provide a detailed analysis of 
what’s hot and what’s not.

For example, queries for 
tulle skirts jumped 34 percent 
between January 2014 and 2015, 
according to the report.

“Who says you need to be a 
ballerina to wear a tulle skirt?” 
said a blog post released April 26 
on the report by Google brand 
strategist Yarden Horwitz and 
fashion data scientist Olivier 
Zimmer.

“Originating on the West 
Coast, the tulle skirt trend is 
making its way across the world, 
according to Google searches. 
Consumers are seeking this 
skirt in all colors of the rainbow 
(and even in rainbow), but the 
most popular colors are the 
classics: black and white.”

Google, by crunching the 

numbers on fashion searches and 
correlating them with location, 
offers insights into how the 
trends have been moving. 

For example, the midi skirt  
– “not quite a maxi skirt, and 
definitely not a mini skirt” – 
made a comeback in the British 
market in 2013. 

The skirt “has seen 9 times 
growth in searches over the past 
three years”, the blog said.

Jogger pants are among the 
hotter fashion trends, for just 
about everyone.

“We’re seeing top searches 
for jogger pants for men, 
women, boys, girls, and even 
toddlers, indicating mass appeal 
for this apparel item,” the blog 
said.

People seemed interested in 
all kinds of jogger pants, Google 
found, but the most-searched 
item was for those decorated 
with emojis. 

Overall searches for jogger 
pants rose 165pc in the year to 
2014, Google said, while the jump 
in searches for emoji pants was 

an astonishing 58,000pc.
High-waisted shorts were 

on the downswing, off 42pc in 
Google searches through 2014, 
the report found.

Other items showing a 
“sustained decline” included 
vintage clothing, string bikinis 
and peplum-embellished dresses.

In denim, searches were up 
for biker jeans, “boyfriend jeans”, 
ripped jeans and bell-bottom 
jeans, but lower for high-waisted 
jeans and “raw denim”.

Some of the trends are 
linked to seasons: Google said 
the rising seasonal trends for 
the spring include white lace 
dresses, high-waisted bikinis, 
rompers, shift dresses and white 
jumpsuits.

Seasonal declines were noted 
for skinny jeans, custom T-shirts 
and corset dresses.

The “falling stars”, or onetime 
fads that are losing steam, 
include “normcore” or unisex 
fashion, 90s jeans, zoo jeans and 
the scarf vest, Google said. 

– AFP

In fashion first, Google 
shows what’s hot and not

A model wears a tulle skirt 
at the Behnaz Sarafpour Fall 
Fashion Show in New York.  
Photo: AFP/Doug Kanter

Conventional beauty wisdom may have it that summer makeup is about embracing the 
“barely there” look, but this year the big catwalk trends were anything but subtle, with bold 
eyeshadows featuring on runways everywhere from London to Milan. This approach is all 
about going OTT: Use a bold, block colour all over your lids (it’s time to ditch the shimmery 
pastels), or if you’re feeling brave try a sweep of colour underneath the eyes as seen at the 
Peter Som Spring/Summer 2015 show.  – Charlotte Rose Photos: AFP

Show your true colours
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BY TIM LOTT
 

A  SURVEY I received recently 
suggests that parents find 
bedtime to be the most 

stressful part of the day. The raw 
evidence behind most commercially 
commissioned surveys – this one 
was from a blinds company – are 
often weak, and this is no exception. 
Yet the results chimed with my own 
experience quite strongly.

Mealtimes and waking-up times 
are no picnic either, along with 
the times in between, but bedtime 
does present its own special set of 
problems, mainly because getting 
a child to sleep is fundamentally 
out of our control, and parents hate 
feeling helpless. Which is a shame, 
because that is fundamentally the 
condition of parents, as it is of 
children.

I am aware of a number of 
strategies one can follow to ensure 

a smooth passage into the arms of 
Morpheus – though not all of these 
are particularly realistic. One is 
to make sure the bedroom is used 
primarily for sleep rather than for 
play or work activities – so that the 
brain recognises the bed as a place 
of slumber rather than activity – 
but this strikes me as being largely 
unenforceable. What are you going 
to do, lock up the toys? Unless you 
can afford a dedicated playroom, it’s 
just not going to happen.

Another idea is to make sure 
the room is dark, particularly in 
summer when the daylight can 
persist long enough to make the 
child believe they are being tricked 
into going to bed too early. Thus it 
is probably worth investing in good 
blackout curtains or blinds (hence 
the blinds company's sponsorship 
of the survey). But the tykes still 
know it’s light outside, and thus balk 
at nodding off – not an unreasonable 
attitude, in evolutionary terms.

To get them into a routine, at 
regular set times, is another good 
strategy. But the real problem is 
that most children don’t want to 
go to sleep when you tell them to – 
and short of dosing them up with 
Calpol (believe me, when they were 
younger I wasn’t beyond giving it a 
try), there’s precious little you can 
do about it. Going in and shouting 
“Go to sleep!” is not necessarily the 
most effective solution. I should 
know, I’ve tried enough times.

The bedtime problem doesn’t 
only occur for children. I have 
slumber issues with my wife, mainly 
because she likes to watch TV/
muck about on her computer/read, 
whereas I like to go to sleep, which 
in my primitive and increasingly 
post-sexual mind is what a bed is 
for. We did enter into an agreement 
that the TV should be switched off at 
a certain time, but that lasted about 
as long as a truce between Russia 
and Ukraine.

So what is the solution to 
bedtime stress? As in so many 
problems, I find the answer is to 
give up. Our youngest, who is eight, 
once received nightly imprecations 
to switch off the light and get with 
the sandman, but to no avail. Now 
we leave her with a book and let her 
get on with it. Sometimes she will 

still be at it hours later when we go 
to bed ourselves, but it doesn’t seem 
to make any difference to her mood 
when she wakes up in the morning – 
it’s terrible whatever we do.

The matter of my wife and myself 
is not so easily solved. I find regular 
arguments help – one should never 
underestimate the possibility of 
simply grinding someone down 
with moans. However, my wife is 
probably even more stubborn than I 
am, so this rarely works.

I’ve come to a solution – of sorts. 
Nowadays, I find myself snoring 
and getting up in the night to take 
a whizz, both of which annoy her 
consummately. So although this is 
a battle I am never going to win, at 
least I get my revenge. Sometimes, 
in a family, that’s as much as you 
can hope for. 

– The Guardian

W HAT makes a good son or daughter? At 
China’s first museum dedicated to the 
topic of “filial piety”, the answer seems 

to be: almost superhuman levels of devotion 
and sacrifice.

Respect for family elders has been a 
cornerstone of Chinese culture for millennia, 
but many believe it is being eroded by the 
country’s rapid economic growth.

The Modern Filial Piety Culture Museum, 
which cost more than US$1 million, is part 
of government-backed efforts to “pass on 
the value” – as a banner over the entrance 
exhorts.

In a grey brick courtyard building 
inspired by traditional Chinese 
architecture, slick panels and exhibits in 
gleaming glass cases tell of more than a 
dozen modern-day filial role models. 

One is policeman Wang Chunlai, who 
provided his bedridden parents with years 
of medical care, giving them injections and 
blood transfusions.

“This man is a classic example of filial 
piety,” said museum volunteer Zeng Yan, 
in front of the Wangs’ tattered beds and 
discoloured bedpans, donated after their 
demise.

Others include an eight-year-old girl who 
provided constant care for her paralysed 
mother, and a schoolteacher who took his 
Alzheimer’s-afflicted mother everywhere 
he went.

Among the artefacts are a blue and 
yellow cart – something between a fairytale 
carriage and a wheelbarrow – in which two 
sons pulled their mother to more than 600 
towns and cities across China to fulfil her 
dying wish to travel.

They wore out 12 pairs of shoes in 
the process, several of them on display 
beside the carriage in the museum in the 
southwestern province of Sichuan.

“I think that people often don’t consider 
their parents’ dreams. That’s the meaning 
of the exhibit,” Zeng added.

Filial piety was the core value of China’s 
ancient sage Confucius, and outlandish 
tales have been used for centuries to spur 

readers to greater heights of parental 
devotion.

One of the country’s most renowned 
literary works is the Twenty-four Paragons 
of Filial Piety, written during the Yuan 
dynasty 600 years ago.

It includes a woman who breastfeeds her 
toothless step-mother, a son who tastes his 
father’s excrement to test for illness, and 
another man who sits naked at his parents’ 
bedside to prevent them being bitten by 
mosquitoes.

But China’s three decades of rapid 
economic growth have put families under 
unprecedented strains, with hundreds of 
millions leaving their parents behind as 
they migrate to find work.

Suicide rates among elderly people in 
some rural areas have increased five-fold 
over the last two decades, state-run media 

have reported, with family neglect seen as a 
major cause.

Projections show that 350 million 
Chinese – one in four of the population – 
will be aged 60 or older by 2030, almost 
twice as many as now.

At the same time, “one-child policy” 
family planning rules mean the burden of 
care will usually fall on a single offspring. 

A 2012 law requiring adult children 
to visit their aged parents “often”, or 
risk repercussions, has been seen as 
unenforceable.

Instead, Beijing has fallen back on 
celebrating examples of the virtue, with 
local bureaucrats holding competitions to 
find “filial children”.

State-run media have run pictures of 
hundreds of schoolchildren kow-towing 
before their parents to show their obedience 

– although social media commentators said 
such ceremonies discouraged independent 
thinking among children.

The museum, on a riverbank in the 
Sichuan backwater of Guyi, opened four 
months ago and local authorities provided 
at least a quarter of its 8 million yuan 
($1.3 million) construction costs, its 
businessman founder Liao Lin said.

An introductory panel features equal-
sized portraits of Confucius and President 
Xi Jinping, with a quote from the current 
Communist chief urging officials to read 
the Standards for Being a Good Pupil and 
Child, a collection of Confucian sayings 
which emphasise filial piety.

But the official drive has been criticised 
as a way for the state to shirk its duty to 
provide elderly care. 

China’s civil affairs minister said last 
year that there were just 25 care beds for 
every 1000 senior citizens, while health 
insurance rarely covers the costs of major 
procedures.

“Many Chinese families, facing smaller 
family size and family separation, are 
anxiously searching for new ways of 
fulfilling filial piety,” said Hong Zhang, a 
researcher at Colby College in the US.

“If the government is promoting the 
filial tradition, people can be cynical and 
see it as the government’s effort to find an 
excuse of not doing its job.” 

Museum founder Liao, a tea and liquor 
magnate, admitted that heroic acts of filial 
piety alone were not enough. “China’s social 
security system is still lacking,” he said.

Liao – whose own daughter is at boarding 
school and hopes to study abroad – said he 
“thought a lot” about his parents, and “did 
my best to serve them”, but would not give 
details.

“People will see these perfect examples, 
and be inspired to do even better,” he said of 
his exhibits. 

“They may feel guilty that they don’t care 
enough for their parents, and return home 
to wash their parents’ feet. That’s the kind 
of result we are hoping for.”      – AFP

How to get your kids 
off to sleep, minus 
the stress

Chinese museum seeks to restore 
respect for forgotten family elders

People visit the Modern Filial Piety Culture Museum in Qionglai, China, on February 2. Photo: AFP 

Shouting ‘Go to 
sleep!’ is not the most 
effective solution. I 
should know, I’ve tried 
enough times
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BY STEPHANIE CAVANAUGH 

I t’s amazing what good lighting can do. Besides 
making you look more attractive, it can be 
energising, relaxing or simply illuminating – 

accentuating a room’s best features, minimising the 
unsavory and making your home a more enjoyable 
living and entertaining space. 

With the plethora of lighting gadgets and gizmos 
available everywhere, just about any effect is 
possible, and can be done with minimal expense.

Judith Capen, an architect at Architrave 
Architects in Washington, said there are plenty of 
inexpensive sources of light that are plenty effective. 

Fluorescent fixtures, which can be harsh, are 
great when used indirectly. “Put them on top of 
cabinets where you don’t see the fixture,” she said. 

This is not just a kitchen trick. Consider 
fluorescents on top of an armoire, or a tall bookcase, 
anywhere the source is unseen. Puck lights – little 
round battery-powered LED disks that require no 
wiring – are also handy for inside cabinets, under 
shelves and in dark corners. “It’s not about an 
expensive fixture, but what you can do with it to 
shape a space,” Capen said.

It is possible to have it all – an ambiance that 
invites pleasure, relaxation, stimulation and 
charm – and even disguise a few of a home’s flaws by 
redirecting the eye to something more pleasing. 

“What you want to do is layer the light,” said San 
Francisco lighting designer Randall Whitehead. 
“People try to do everything with one fixture, but 
you want different types of light to successfully 
illuminate a room. The best rooms use various 
sources of illumination to create a subtle design.”

The language of light is pretty straightforward. 
Whitehead, who is also a columnist and author of 
seven books on residential lighting, said there are 
four lighting terms everyone should know: 

1. Task lighting can brightly illuminate your desk, 
your closet, your kitchen counter, or your bathroom 
mirror so you don’t slice your throat shaving. 

2. Decorative lighting includes chandeliers, 
hanging fixtures in the foyer, and table lamps. 
“Architectural jewellery,” he calls these. “They 
are the supermodels of light; they just need to 
look pretty.”

3. Accent or directed lighting highlights objects 
in a room. “Museums traditionally use a directed 
light on each piece of art and statuary,” he said. 
“It’s spotty, but dramatic.” However, when 
overused in a residential setting, “accent lighting 
can imply that what you own is more important 
than the people in the room”.

4. That’s where ambient lighting comes in. We might 
call it the umami of illumination that bounces 
light around, blending all of the effects together 
and making the eye do a happy dance. This type of 
indirect illumination is the least understood and 
implemented but potentially the most bewitching 
element in any lighting scheme. “Add it and you 
become the star of your own home – as important as 
the objects in the space,” Whitehead said.

Ambient light is indirect, and the light source is 
either invisible or insignificant. Examples are cove 
lighting at the top of a wall, or matte-black metal 
torchiers that simply throw light into a space, or 
uplights that sit on the floor behind large plants and 
create shadow patterns across a ceiling. 

Just be cautious with the light you select. LEDs 
are becoming more attractive in design and quality 

of illumination, “but a lot of what’s out there is too 
cool a light, a color not neat on skin tones. People 
look ghostly,” he said. “Look for warmer bulbs, 
particularly those called ‘dimmed incandescent.’" 

To put it all together, “start with the people and 
then add art and architecture,” said Whitehead. The 
living room of an apartment Whitehead designed 
in San Francisco’s Potrero Hill demonstrates the 
interplay.

“The first thing you see is the beautiful, subtle leaf 
pattern projected on the ceiling,” he said. Shooting 
light upward from an LED fixture fitted with a 
dramatic stencil pattern makes the space feel larger, 
and a rather bland, low ceiling seem more interesting. 

An unearthly lantern that resembles a stainless-
steel pod dangles at one side of the room. This is the 
architectural jewellery – “it’s not really providing 
illumination, just an illusion,” Whitehead said.

Recessed lights highlight the coffee table, 
the fireplace and artwork. “Recessed fixtures 
should not be directed over seating, it’s harsh – an 
uncomfortable light to be under,” he said. 

Fading into the far left corner of the room is 
a black shaded lamp “that throws light up for 
ambiance and down for reading on the sofa. It 
functions like a torchier,” providing light without 
calling attention to itself. 

The lights mounted outside and above the sliding 
glass doors to the terrace visually expand the space 
so the room feels as large as it does during the day. 
Without them, he said, “you create a black-mirror 
effect; you can’t see out and are closing off the room.”

The result is a room shaped by layers of light, 

easily adjusting to the needs of the homeowners, 
whether they are chilling in front of the fire or 
entertaining a roomful of guests. 

Too often, however, our homes look their best 
only when they’re put on the market for sale. 

“Lighting is an easy, cheap and simple way of 
updating the look of virtually any room in your house,” 
said real estate agent Ryall Smith of Coldwell Banker in 
Washington, who shared a few quick and inexpensive 
tricks he uses when staging homes. 

“Dark corners suck the energy out of a room,” said 
Smith. “Take a look at your living room and dining 
room and put in uplights.” 

Little lamps can make for big transformations. 
“Most kitchens, for example, have only overhead 
lighting,” he said. “Buy two small lamps and put them 
in corners, or maybe one in the dark triangle behind 
the sink, or on a stretch of granite counter. You won’t 
need the overheads, and it creates a homey, warm 
feeling.”

Like moths, humans gravitate toward the 
brightest light. If you don’t want your guests to 
congregate in the kitchen during a party, turn on 
those little lamps and turn off the overhead. 

“We put lamps in rooms where you wouldn’t 
think of putting in lighting,” said Smith. “Plug in an 
attractive lamp in the bathroom and it becomes part 
of the living space.” 

– Washington Post

Apply these rules 
and you’ll see your 
home in a whole 
new light

Crystal chandeliers are what designer Randal Whitehead calls “architectural jewellery.”  
 Photo: Washington Post/Theodores.com

‘Lighting is an easy, cheap and 
simple way of updating the look 
of virtually any room’

Ryall Smith, real estate agent
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BY NYEIN EI EI HTWE

T HE girls ply their trade amid the sickly scent of jasmine 
mingled with the blue tang of exhaust gas and the 
miasma of burned rubber and petrol that rises from 

the baked asphalt beneath their bare feet. Their faces are lit 
by the angry glare of stoplights and the flickering neon of the 
roadside shops and the amber flashes of traffic indicators, and 
reflected in the mirrored curves of car windows that will not 
open for them. Sometimes they get shouted at. More often 
they are ignored. Now and again they make a sale, and must 
try to smile. They are on duty at the busy intersection, in the 
shadow of the great overpass, from dusk until midnight. Their 
combined age is 14.

Su Su Lwin, eight, and her six-year-old sister Cho Cho Lwin 
are working the Hledan junction, a little slice of Yangon that 
wants to be Sukhumvit.

“My mother gets the jasmine from Hledan market and we 
string it when we get back from school. We have a bath and 
walk up the junction to sell the flowers,” Su Su Lwin said when 
the green light temporarily interrupts her sales activities.

Now that the schools are closed, Su Su Lwin and her sister 
sell flowers in the daytime as well.

“We sell jasmine at night and star flowers in the morning,” 
she said, breaking off to return to work as the traffic ground to 
a halt.

A driver cursed her.
Su Su Lwin smiled through her fear and moved to the next 

vehicle. The two sisters sell till midnight, but can get off by 
11pm if they sell all their jasmine.

“Drivers love us because I don’t nag them to buy flowers, but 
just stand beside their window,” she said.

SUV drivers can be rough. The worst are the taxi drivers.
“But all kinds of drivers buy flowers in the rain. When it 

rains they don’t shout at us,” said Su Su Lwin with a smile.
The girls live in the compound of Yangon University, so 

they can walk to work. Su Su Lwin entered upon her trade two 

years ago, apprenticed to her elder brother, Kyaw Moe.
“Now he’s working in a factory, so I take my sister,” she said.
Su Su Lwin will enter third standard next month and her 

sister will be in second standard in the same school. Their 
friends and their teachers know how they spend their nights.

“Some friends say it’s a pity we’re poor and have to work 
nights because then I can’t watch the TV series they watch,” 
she said. All the children’s shows are finished by the time she 
gets home from work.

But she has a favourite TV star, Phwe Phwe, and her dream 
is that his car will stop at her junction so she can sell him some 
fragrant blossoms. “I would give them to him for free, but my 
mother would scold me,” she said.

Their mother gives each sister K300 a day pocket money 
from their proceeds.

Su Su Lwin wants to be a doctor and works hard at her 
lessons. Another would-be medic is Thiha Zaw who, for the 
moment, sells balloons at Inya Kanbaung.

The eleven-year-old is proud of advancing to the fourth 
standard, a rare feat this year because of changes to the 
system.

“My eldest brother bought fried noodles for me the day the 
results came out,” he reminisced.

His father was always ill and his mother didn’t work, but 
his two elder brothers worked as a mason and a water-pipe 
cleaner.

Thiha Zaw commutes to Inya Kanbaung with the help of 
the chief sellers in his township, North Okkalapa, and sells the 
battery-lit balloons and arrows, for which he is paid K1000 a 
night, which he hands over to his mother, who gives him back 
K300. He bleeds the air from unsold balloons so they can be 
sold the next night.

“My mother puts the money toward my school expenses. 
But when school starts I won’t be able to work because classes 
begin at 7am,” he said.

By the time he gets in from work, the family is asleep, so he 
eats at the home of the sales force organiser.

Thiha Zaw doesn’t really mind spending his nights selling 

balloons, but he misses the chance to play with his friends.
“I love it here on Inya Lake, seeing all the people playing 

and walking. When boys my age buy my balloons I want to be 
their friend,” he said. But they just want the balloons.

Nyein Nyein Aye sells snacks along Pyay Road by Inya Lake. 
She misses her friends too.

The 13-year-old, her round face daubed with thanakha, 
lives in Hlaing Tharyar township. Her plastic basket is filled 
with fried potatoes, preserved fruit, fried sunflowers seeds, 
chewing gum, purified water and cigarettes.

She left school after passing sixth standard, before her 
family moved to Hlaing Tharyar township from faraway 
Ayeyarwady Region two years ago.

“Since I moved to Yangon, I haven’t seen my beloved friend 
Phoo Ngon Chit. I miss her a lot,” she said, adding that Yangon 
people are not friendly.

Street sales hold no terrors for her, since she used to sell fish, 
caught by her father, alongside her mother. When her father 
couldn’t work as much as before, she and her mother took to 
selling foodstuffs to pay for her younger brother’s schooling.

“My father drank alcohol every day and it made him sick. 
I don’t blame him. Now all our family sells snacks together 
here,” she said.

At midnight, when the crowd around the lake starts to 
clear, she and her family walk to the bus stop for Hlaing 
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Night crawlers 

While other children are tucked 
up in bed asleep, many, like eight-
year-old Su Su Lwin, are working 
to support their families

“Some friends say it’s a pity we’re 
poor and have to work nights 
because then I can’t watch the TV 
series they watch”

Su Su Lwin sells flowers to drivers at night. Photos: Zarni Phyo

Tharyar township. Then it’s a motorbike taxi as far as their 
home.

Now that the rains have started, Nyein Nyein Aye said 
she wants to work in a pipe factory instead of in the street. 
“Sometimes we don’t make a sale the whole night because the 
rain keeps people away from the lake,” she said.

Yangon City Development Committee won’t issue permits 
to sell in public places where the public might be bothered, 
which is why Nyein Nyein Aye and the other sellers have to 
wait until dark. She said many people get annoyed by the sales 
pitches and think the children are just out for pocket money, 
but in fact they earnestly want to make the sale.

“My mother always says not to ask people for money, so I 
don’t. I just call out my wares,” said Nyein Nyein Aye.

Hein Myint Soe, from Kyeemyindaing township, finds 
he doesn’t miss his family now that he works and lives in a 
restaurant in Hlaing township. He is paid K30,000 a month, 
but can’t get home because he works from 9am to 11pm.

At 14, Hein Myint Soe is already an experienced waiter, 
while his elder sister worked as a house-maid. His parents are 
a mason and a vegetable seller in the township, but all family 
members have to work except for the youngest brother, who 
has just passed the first standard exam.

“I don’t mind living here because I get meals. Since I’m the 
youngest, all the other workers love me and take care of me,” 
he said.

He keeps all his pay, unless his mother comes to take it.
He has been working since he failed fourth standard and 

his parents asked him about his career intentions. “I didn’t 
want to stay at school because I didn’t really understand the 
lessons,” he said.

His ambition is to become a cook in a restaurant, and he 
spends time between orders in the kitchen, watching the chef.

Having made good friends with the other waiters, he 
doesn’t miss his old friends from the township so much, 
though he misses his younger brother before he goes to sleep.

He added, “But we play football at midnight. It’s the only 
time we get to play.” 



14 THE MYANMAR TIMES  ISSUE 07 I MAY 1 - 7, 2015

BY DOUGLAS LONG

H UMANITY is engaged in an ongoing war against 
darkness – not in the metaphorical good-versus-evil 
sense, in which pure-hearted Hobbits drop magic rings 

into volcanoes to banish the forces of shadow, but in the literal 
sense of wiring the world with power lines, flipping the switch 
and pretending the sun never sets on civilisation.

This mania for poking artificial illumination into all 
corners of the planet has, since the discovery of electricity in 
the late 19th century, become one of the enduring hallmarks of 
human progress. 

To a certain extent this is all well and good – it would be 
callous and absurd to begrudge anyone the right to enjoy the 
benefits of electricity – but I am also not afraid to admit that 
there are times when I find myself sympathising with the 
darkness, in all its mystery and ambiguity.

At such times I feel an overwhelming urge to turn my back 
to the light and retreat to those ever-shrinking zones where 
the power lines have not yet reached, and where the stars and 
planets have not yet been smothered by the electric glow of the 
city.

Living in Myanmar has provided some good opportunities 
to escape The Glow and become one with the night – often 
without the need to even leave my apartment, and usually at 
times that were unexpected and unwanted.

The best moments, however, have occurred during 
trips outside the city: spending the night in off-the-grid 
monasteries while trekking in Shan State; starting a daylong 
push for the 3091-metre summit of Natmataung in Chin 
State at 3:30am under an intensely twinkling, unpolluted 
sky; and venturing out for a nocturnal amble around Mrauk 
Oo, where fireflies vied with the stars as the main source of 
illumination. 

But trumping all these was my experience in Myeik 
Archipelago in Myanmar’s southern Tanintharyi Region.

My previous trips, however active, had all involved sleeping 
indoors, but in the southern islands my wife and I effectively 
lived outside over the course of the six-day trip: eating, 
drinking, relaxing and sleeping on the open-air upper deck of 
the live-aboard boat that took us from Myeik to Kawthoung.

With no walls around us, and only a sun-shading tarp 
over our heads, there was no impediment to watching every 
sunrise and sunset from beginning to end, nor was there any 
distraction from experiencing the night-time hours in all their 
quiet glory.

We knew from the start that our journey would be different 
from anything we had done before. On the first day our boat 
Ayer Princess left Myeik jetty at 5pm, just in time to watch the 
sun go down as we wove our way through the islands lying just 
off the coast.

We were the only two guests on the boat (along with five 
crewmembers), and despite the presence of three double-
occupancy cabins below deck, we opted to settle in on the 
top deck, which was equipped with rattan chairs, a table, a 
reasonably comfortable bed, and a cooler full of water, soft 
drinks and beer.

We poured some drinks and basked in the smell and taste 
of the salty air, the feel of the wind, and the sight of the blue 
water and incandescent clouds. As day disappeared, the stars 
took their place in the indigo sky, a transition we witnessed as 
the crew brought us a feast of fresh food for dinner: chicken 
with cashew nuts, fried watercress and mushrooms, sweet and 
sour fish, and prawn tempura.

Our boat stopped for the night around 9:30pm, and our 
generator and lights stayed on for another 30 minutes as we 
prepared for sleep. Only when the electricity was switched 
off did the atmosphere take on an even more magical quality: 
light breeze, swaying boat, sparkling stars. A line of squid 
boats floated on the distant horizon, their banks of lights not 
enough to ruin our view of the sky.

I woke several times that first night. The fact that I was not 
accustomed to sleeping on a boat probably contributed to the 
sense of unease I felt whenever I drifted toward wakefulness, 
but each time I opened my eyes the disquiet was replaced by 
silent, appreciative awe.  

The first time I woke, I noticed the wind had died down 
but the stars still decorated the sky in glittering abundance. 
Strangely, hypnotically, the water seemed to shimmer with 
an eerie green luminescence, as if while we slept our boat had 
drifted across some invisible divide between worlds and into 
an alien ocean.

Waking later, I found that the wind had returned and 
a sickle moon had risen, sending the dimmest stars into 
retreat and casting a silver streak across the water. Later still, 
during the darkest hours before dawn, we were approached 
by another boat, whose crew used our vessel to anchor their 
fishing net, returning at daybreak to retrieve their catch.

And so it went throughout the journey, the days spent 
exploring islands, coves and coral reefs by foot, kayak and 
flipper, and the evenings descending like an enchanted curtain 
over the Andaman Sea and the islands of the archipelago. Each 
night brought new surprises.

On our last night in the archipelago we anchored in a small 
bay between two low islands with names straight out of a 
Scooby-Doo episode: Myauk Pyu (White Monkey) and Thay 
Yae (Ghost). There was no village in sight, but three or four 
small fishing boats floated nearby. We were sheltered from the 
wind by the twin islands, and the atmosphere was calm and 
quiet.

My wife and I watched the sun go down as we ate our usual 
multi-course meal with fresh seafood, washed down with 

red wine and beer. As had been typical throughout the trip – 
during which we had been waking before dawn and spending 
many hours each day swimming, snorkelling and kayaking – 
we were asleep by 10:30pm.

On this night I slept through until 4:30am, at which time 
my wife and I both woke up. We didn’t try to go back to sleep. 
Instead we lay on our bed watching the stars in the western 
sky, where Ursa Major and Ursa Minor were clearly visible. We 
saw a few blinking satellites crossing the heavens, as well as a 
handful of falling meteors – I counted four, my wife seven.

We also glimpsed some peculiar sights, including what 
looked like another shooting star, except that as it streaked 
across the sky it followed a horizontal, rather than a 
downward, trajectory until it flared out. We both considered it 
too strange to add to our meteor count.

Odder still was a star-like light that we watched for many 
minutes as it moved quickly and erratically – up, down, 
sideways, diagonally – its bizarre dance confined to a small 
area of the sky. My wife and I both saw it and we were both 
baffled.

I tend to think it actually was a star, its apparent movement 
an optical illusion caused by the movement of our boat on the 
waves, coupled with the lack of a fixed visual reference on the 
ground. (The moon was new, and the night was so dark we 
couldn’t see the outlines of the nearby islands.)

My wife, on the other hand, calmly explained it away as an 
unidentified flying object whose pilot was clearly whacked out 
on space-yaba. 

Eventually the lights in the sky, and their accompanying 
mysteries, faded with the inevitable rising of the sun over the 
trees of White Monkey Island. 
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Strangely, hypnotically, the water 
seemed to shimmer with an eerie 
green luminescence, as if while we 
slept our boat had drifted across 
some invisible divide between 
worlds and into an alien ocean

 After-hours in
Myeik Archipelago

 Photos: Douglas Long
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Coastal Tanintharyi 
Region is dazzling 
during the daytime, 
but only after sundown 
are the mysterious 
splendours  of the sea 
and sky truly revealed.

 Photo: Thandar Khine
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10 of the best beaches …
 that you’ve probably never heard of

From Australia to the UK, Spain to Thailand and 
beyond, these beaches with their gorgeous 

waters and picture-perfect shorelines will have 
you dreaming of holiday escapes

The crystal clear waters of Banana beach in Phuket are hidden away from the main road. 

Banana Beach, Phuket, Thailand
Phuket has a reputation for being one of Thailand’s rowdier enclaves, but even 
though most of the popular beaches are busy and well-developed for tourists, 
there are still some peaceful hideaways. Banana Beach is one of these. Just a 
couple of hundred metres long and with crystal clear water, the beach can’t be 
seen from the road, with only a wooden sign and local knowledge to suggest 
its existence. Not far from the attractive Naithon Beach, Banana Beach can be 
found off the road running from Andaman White Beach and Trisara Resorts, 
and is catered by a small restaurant selling seafood beneath the palm trees.

Vault Beach, Cornwall, UK
Around 9 miles from St Austell, which has plenty of its own beautiful bays and 
beaches that can be reached by the coastal footpath, you’ll find Vault Beach. 
A 20-minute cliff-top walk from Gorran Haven, near Dodman Point, the wild 
beach consists of a long strip of clean white shingle. Often completely empty, 
it’s unsurprising that one end (the southern end) is a popular, albeit unofficial, 
nudist spot. The nearest accommodation is Treveague Farm, offering cottages 
as well as a campsite for visitors. Nearby you’ll also find the plush Lower Barns 
B&B, with boutique rooms and a hot tub. 

 Praia do Rosa, Brazil
 The beaches north of Rio are the most visited along Brazil’s coastline. 
Further south however, in Santa Catarina, the Praia do Rosa is peaceful and 
wild without being completely remote; The town of Rosa may be small but it 
has a growing surfing community and is known for its excellent seafood and 
easygoing hippy vibe, while the state capital Florianópolis is just an hour’s drive 
away. There’s a good range of accommodation in Rosa, mainly cosy pousadas, 
such as the lively surf bar and inn Pico da Tribo. The beach itself is 3km of soft 
sand lined with tropical foliage, with gentle surf that’s perfect for beginners; 
long-running surf school Captain Dave’s should have you up on your board 
before long.

 Playa del Silencio, Costa Verde, Spain
 A dramatic crescent of rugged cliffs arches into the ocean to create this 
stunning bay in northern Spain. The pebble beach, at the heart of the Costa 
Verde, is close to the quaint port of Cudillero, and an hour’s drive from the 
cathedral town Oviedo. It is off-the-beaten-track: To reach the beach you’ll have 
to take a bit of a walk down steep cliff steps.  But once there you’ll be captivated 
by the rock formations and sound of the waves. There’s a range of hotels and 
homesteads in the village, and just outside Cudillero, the Casona de la Paca 
hotel offers a charming, old-fashioned place to stay in a rustic red mansion 
house.

Memory Cove, Lincoln national park, Australia
Lincoln national park is well worth exploring for an adventure in some of the 
country’s most scenic wilderness. Memory Cove has three beaches close to 
each other, in a wilderness protection area within the national park itself. Each 
day just 15 vehicles are permitted access and with only five designated camp 
sites – and a maximum of three-night stays – you won’t be battling for space on 
the white sand. Among the wildlife you may spot are sea eagles, dolphins and 
whales, and a hike up Stamford Hill will be rewarded with panoramic views 
along the coastline.

 
 

Shelly Beach, Kenton-on-Sea, South Africa
Port Elizabeth is a busy tourist destination with well-known Blue Flag beaches 
but around an hour-and-a-half’s drive along the coast you can find some lesser-
spotted hangouts, such as Shelly Beach. At low tide, this small cove near the 
town of Kenton, on South Africa’s Eastern Cape, is a peaceful and secluded 
place to be. An ampitheatre of rock frames the beach and creates a sheltered 
swimming spot. The town itself lies between the Bushman’s and Kariega Rivers, 
along which there are daily cruises, and there are homely B&Bs to stay in, such 
as River Roost, five minutes from the beaches and overlooking the river. Just 
inland are game reserves and off the coast you can spot dolphins, southern 
white whales and great white sharks.

St Lucie Inlet, Florida, US
 The beach at St Lucie Inlet Preserve state park  can only be accessed by boat. 
The barrier island on the Florida coastline is a wild environment inhabited 
during the summer by loggerhead, leatherback, and green turtles and there’s 
2.7km of white sand to enjoy at your leisure. Less than two hours’ drive from 
Miami, it couldn’t be further from the rollerblading, bars and bikinis of the 
city’s own stretch of sand. The best way to reach this beach is on a kayak trail, 
which leads you through miles of tidal creek – well worth exploring in its own 
right. St Lucie Inlet closes at sunset but you can camp nearby at the Jonathan 
Dickinson state park, which has campsites and cabins, as well as its own set of 
bike, hiking and kayak trails.

 Torre Lapillo Bay, Porto Cesareo, Puglia, Italy
In Salento, southern Puglia, the Porto Cesareo area enjoys a coast of white sand 
and shimmering turquoise waters. Known as the Maldives of Italy, there are lots 
of beautiful beaches to choose from but Torre Lapillo Bay is a particularly eye-
catching spot where you’ll also find the 16th-century Tower of St Thomas. The 
town of Porto Cesareo, which runs alongside a lagoon, makes a good holiday 
base with its wide range of hotels, but there are good offerings on Airbnb along 
the coast, with cool beachside houses.

 Redi, Maharashtra, India
Plenty of people search out Goa’s secret beaches; what many don’t realise is that 
arguably the best one is just over the border, in Maharashtra. Redi, aka Paradise 
Beach, has a great deal of natural beauty: a small lagoon, a sandy peninsula, 
a ruined fort. What’s more, aside from a few coconut and water vendors, it’s 
pretty much deserted. For these reasons, those in the know have been packing a 
picnic and a few beers and crossing the Tiracol river for some time.

Winnifred Beach, Portland, Jamaica
The rest of the world may not have heard of Winnifred, but it’s famous in 
Jamaica for the simple and quite depressing reason that it’s one of the few 
remaining free public beaches on the island. The majority charge or are for the 
exclusive use of resorts. Hotel developers have had their eye on Winnifred for 
years, too, but a five-year legal battle ended in success for the local community 
last November, when a court ruled that public access to the beach should 
remain. The sand is soft and white and the calm turquoise water perfect for 
swimming as it’s protected by a coral reef. Watch the local lads catch angelfish 
with their bare hands. Go on the weekend and see Jamaica at play: reggae 
pumping out, the sweet, smoky aroma of jerk chicken in the air, beach shacks 
selling cold beer, families hanging out, and football matches you might be able 
join in.                   – The Guardian
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes
SO = APEX Airlines

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

FMI = FMI Air Charter

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday
4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

APEX Airlines (SO)
Tel:95(1) 533300 ~ 311 
Fax : 95 (1) 533312

YANGON TO MANDALAY MANDALAY TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 Y5 233 Daily 7:50 9:00
W9 515 1 6:00 7:25 YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 8:20 10:15
YH 909 1,2,3,5,6 6:00 7:40 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YH 917 Daily 6:10 8:30 YH 918 Daily 8:30 10:45
YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 6:00 8:05 YH 910 7 8:40 10:05
YJ 891 3 6:30 8:35 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 YJ 891 3 8:50 10:45
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 826 3 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 YH 830 5 11:05 14:55
YH 909 7 7:00 8:40 YH 912 2 11:30 13:25
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YJ 762 4 13:10 17:00
YH 911 2 7:00 8:40 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45
W9201 1 7:00 8:25 YH 827 3 13:20 14:45
YH 829 5 7:00 11:05 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YH 910 1,2,3,5,6 13:20 14:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YJ 212 5,7 15:00 16:25

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YJ 212 5,7 15:00 16:25
YJ 751 5 10:45 14:50 YJ 202 1,2,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 602 7 15:40 17:35
YJ 201 1,2,4 11:00 12:25 YJ 762 1,2 16:35 18:00
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YH 732 6 16:40 18:05
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YH 732 Daily 16:40 18:45
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 W9 152/W97152 1 17:05 18:30
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 13:25 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30

YJ 151/W9 7151 1 13:00 16:45 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YH 738 3,5,7 17:25 18:50
YH 731 Daily 14:30 16:40 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30 YH 730 2,4,6 17:45 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55 YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10

W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40

YANGON TO NAY PYI TAW NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20
SO 102 Daily 18:00 19:00 SO 101 Daily 7:00 8:00

YANGON TO NYAUNG U NYAUNG U TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 6:00 7:20 YH 918 Daily 7:45 10:45
YH 909 1,2,3,5,6 6:00 8:25 YJ 891 3,7 8:05 10:45
YH 917 Daily 6:10 7:45 YH 910 4 8:05 9:25
YJ 891 3,7 6:30 7:50 YH 910 1,2,3,5,6 8:25 9:45
YH 909 4 6:30 8:05 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
YH 731 Daily 14:30 17:25 YH 732 Daily 17:25 18:45
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40
W9 129 1 15:30 17:35

YANGON TO MYITKYINA MYITKYINA TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 829 5 7:00 9:40 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YH 832 4,6 11:55 14:45
YH 835 1,7 7:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 11:55 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:05 YH 830 5 12:30 14:55
YJ 201 1,2,4 11:00 13:50 YJ 202 1,2,4 14:05 16:55
YJ 201 3 11:15 14:05 YJ 202 3 14:20 17:10
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10

W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

YANGON TO HEHO HEHO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 6:00 8:50 YJ 881 7 9:00 10:10
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 9:05 10:15
YH 917 Daily 6:10 9:35 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YJ 881 7 6:30 8:45 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
YJ 891 3 6:30 9:20 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 YH 918 Daily 9:35 10:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 YJ 891 3 9:35 10:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 11:40 YJ 752 5 14:20 16:30
YJ 751 5 10:45 11:55 YJ 762 4 15:50 17:00
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10 YJ 762 1,2 15:50 18:00
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YH 732 Daily 15:55 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 12:40 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
YH 727 3 11:15 12:40 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 YH 738 3,5,7 16:40 18:50
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 YJ 752 3,7 16:45 17:55
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
YH 731 Daily 14:30 15:55
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40

YANGON TO MYEIK MYEIK TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
K7 319 1,3,5,7 7:00 9:05 7Y 532 2,4,6 16:05 18:10
7Y 531 2,4,6 11:45 13:50 K7 320 1,3,5,7 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45
SO 201 Daily 8:20 10:40 SO 202 Daily 13:20 15:40

YANGON TO SITTWE SITTWE TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
6T 611 Daily 11:45 12:55 6T 612 Daily 13:15 14:20
K7 413 1,3,5,7 12:00 13:50 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

YANGON TO THANDWE THANDWE TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 413 1,3,5,7 13:05 15:25
7Y 413 1,3,5,7 12:00 12:50 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

YANGON TO DAWEI DAWEI TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 1 7:00 8:10 K7 320 1,3,5,7 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 2,4,6 11:45 12:50 7Y 532 2,4,6 17:05 18:10
SO 201 Daily 8:20 9:40 SO 202 Daily 14:20 15:40

YANGON TO LASHIO LASHIO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 12:45 YJ 752 5 13:15 16:30
YJ 751 5 10:45 13:00 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 YJ 752 3,7 15:40 17:55

YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

YANGON TO PUTAO PUTAO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1,7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 11:00 YH 832 4,6 11:00 14:45
YH 835 1,7 7:00 11:00 YH 827 3 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40

wEEKEND     |      travel     schedules
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Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

AI = Air India

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

All Nippon Airways (NH) 
Tel: 255412, 413

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758, 253601. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255323 (ext: 107), 09-401539206 

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 7:40 9:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 10:40 11:25
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 Daily 17:00 17:50
PG 704 Daily 18:35 20:30 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:15 20:00
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231  Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
8M 233 5,6,7 14:40 19:05 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 18:50
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 00:05+1 8M 234 5,6,7 20:15 21:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 7:50 11:50 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 12:50 13:50
8M 9508 Daily 15:45 20:05 8M 9507 Daily 13:40 14:50
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50
YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 1,2,3,4,6,7 01:10 05:45 KA 252 4 22:50 00:30
KA 251 5 01:30 05:55 KA 250 1,2,3,5,6,7 21:45 23:30

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10
8M 7702 Daily 23:30 07:50+1 8M 7701 Daily 18:45 22:25
8M 7502 4,7 00:35 09:10 8M 7501 3,6 19:50 23:25

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10

YANGON TO GAYA GAYA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 3,5,6 7:00 8:20 AI 235 2 9:10 12:10
AI 236 2 13:10 14:10 8M 602 3,5,6 9:20 12:30
AI 234 1,5 14:05 15:05 AI 233 5 15:00 18:00

YANGON TO DELHI DELHI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
AI 236 2 13:10 16:30 AI 235 2 7:00 12:10

YANGON TO KOLKATA KOLKATA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
AI 234 1 14:05 17:20 AI 227 1 10:35 13:20
AI 228 5 18:45 19:45 AI 233 5 13:30 18:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30
Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15

wEEKEND      |     travel

BY ALEXANDRA TOPPING

I N its heyday Las Vegas 
swung to the sound of Frank 
Sinatra, Sammy Davis Jr 

and Dean Martin, luring music 
lovers into its clubs and casinos. 
But a new star is rising in the 
desert – one that sees melodies 
exchanged for pulsing beats, and 
lounge suits for lasers. For the 
world’s top DJs have landed.

Following in the footsteps of 
the Rat Pack, some of the UK and 
Europe’s most celebrated DJs 
are now making it big in Vegas 
by taking up residencies at clubs 
and casinos around the city, and 
demanding fees to rival the biggest 
stars in rock and pop, a dance 
music industry conference heard 
at the weekend.

“Las Vegas has woken up to the 
idea that for today’s young people 
it’s not about the spinning of 
roulette wheel – but the spinning 
of a DJ,” said Nick Stevenson, 
associate editor of Mixmag 
dance music magazine. “DJs are 
snapping up exclusive deals, much 
like they did in Ibiza in the 90s. 
The new gold rush is all about 
dance music.”

At the International Music 
Summit in Ibiza, delegates 
discussed whether the home of 
gambling could become the next 
capital of dance. It has already 
become the second-biggest 
centre – after Ibiza – and a clutch 
of acts are crossing the Atlantic, 
including Pete Tong, who last 
month celebrated 20 years at 
BBC’s Radio 1, is set to do his first 
Vegas residency at Encore Beach 
Club, and Dutch DJ Tiesto, who 
is rumoured to have earned a 
cool £120,000 (US$182,000) for a 
recent Vegas set. 

Speaking from the Ibiza 
summit, Tong said of the new 
Vegas, “I wanted to get in there 
among it. Something has changed 
in Vegas recently and electronic 
music is really starting to take 
hold. The casinos used to use 
people like Sinatra and Dean 
Martin to get people in, but it has 
evolved and now dance music is 
the thing.”

Where Ibizan authorities had 
quashed many outdoor events, 
pool parties in Vegas could attract 
10,000 people, he said, adding that 
the city had become the second- 
biggest city for dance music 
bookings in the world.

Vegas was leading the way with 

cutting-edge sound equipment, 
super-sized bespoke clubs and 
dazzling shows, said Tong. “No-
one puts on a show like Vegas – 
they take it to the next level,” he 
said.

Big and brash, Vegas has never 
been shy about its love of the 
dollar, and big-name DJs bring 
in a young and affluent crowd, 
said Amy Thomson, manager of 
Swedish House Mafia, who are 
headlining dance music festival 
Electric Daisy in Vegas for the 
first time this year. “Money talks 
in Vegas,” said Thomson. “If our 
act was not bringing in big money 
they wouldn’t be getting booked.”

Far from being a genre that 
attracts free-loving ravers to a 
muddy field, dance music now 
brings in big bucks. “When people 
go to a show they might buy a 
drink when they go in and one 
during the show. When people 
come to our shows they don’t come 
to watch, they come to rave for two 
to eight hours buying drinks at 
US$20 a pop.”

It is not usual for the best table 
at a top clubs to have a minimum 
spend of US$50,000 and when the 
Swedish House Mafia play they 
have little trouble in filling them, 
said Thomson. After a recent gig 
by the dance act the Marquee club 
in the city – which calls itself a 
palace of hedonism – recorded its 
biggest-ever spend on champagne. 
“We attract lots of young, wealthy 
entrepreneurs and when they 
come to see us, they just let rip.”

Such is the pulling power of the 
act that they have certain deals 
in place which take a cut of the 
club’s bar takings, which increase 
by up to 500 percent when the 
Scandinavians play, she added. 
“We are totally redefining how 
deals are done.”

Vegas’s love of electronic music 
is influenced less by a passion for 
the genre, and more for a love of 
the greenbacks, she suggested. 
“There is no love there for growing 
credible music [in Vegas]. They 
are interested in what sells, and 
right now that is electronic music.”

Some music veterans had 
reservations about the city’s new 
craze for beats, said IMS founder 
Ben Turner. “One of the fears is 
whether the Vegas promoters 
will stick with it,” he said. “But 
whatever happens in Vegas, 
electronic music has broken 
through in the States. It is there to 
stay.” 

– The Guardian

Las Vegas set to 
unseat Ibiza as 
dance mecca
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ACROSS
1 Construction 

girder
6 All thumbs

11 It offers 
resistance

14 Artemis, to the 
Romans

15 Ark contents
16 JFK overseer
17 Ghost story, e.g.
19 J. Edgar Hoover’s org.
20 Luce’s periodical
21 Fanatical
23 Some metalware 

items
27 Tiny village
29 “Mourning Becomes 

Electra” playwright
30 Record promotion 

scandal
31 Mean moods
32 Actor’s 

memorization
33 Atlanta-based 

station
36 Continental 

currency
37 Hunts for
38 Falling flakes
39 Rescued from 

(with “of”)
40 Blackens on a 

barbecue
41 Cry of accomplishment
42 Sags
44 Go from site to site?
45 Timber 

problem
46 Intense, 

as eyes
47 Kennel club 

classification
48 Freshman, 

probably
49 Senatorial 

affirmative
50 Scraps
57 Type of cap
58 Twofold
59 Practice piece for one 

instrument
60 Begley and Harris
61 Separated
62 Virgil put him 

through hell

DOWN
1 Bar requirements
2 It may be boring

 3 Common 
ringbearer

 4 Collector’s 
suffix

 5 Fireplace 
frames

 6 Agenda entries
 7 Fridge posting
 8 History class 

subject
 9 Amigo
10 Lunchbox 

item
11 Cause of some 

chuckles
12 Something to kick
13 Domestic
18 Young lady

22 “Is that ___?”
23 Brain teaser
24 Cause of many 

yawns
25 Products of exotic 

foods before bedtime 
26 One of the Jackson 

brothers
27 Actor Tom
28 “The ___ have it”
30 Mooring sites
32 Bounded
34 Like Erik the Red
35 Bird call
37 “Beat it!”
38 Boutique
40 City in Spain or 

Argentina

41 Showed a general 
tendency

43 Bread type
44 “___ waiting long?”
45 Great fear
46 Delivered a hand
47 Modern information 

unit
48 Bygone autocrat
51 Appetizer 

selection
52 “CSI” proof
53 In-flight info, 

for short
54 One with a mother
55 Dangerous ’50s crop 

spray
56 Take in

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

OUT THERE By Marsha Handley

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON

wEEKEND     |      PUZZLERS
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A Study in

         Saffron
CHAPTER 6

CHRONICLES OF BEI KA STREET

EDITED BY KO NAN DOI

B UT U Sha Lok was not 
destined to spend very 
long nursing his chagrin at 

being thrown off the scent. Just 
then the bell rang, and moments 
later we were joined by U Lek 
Trey of the official police, who 
radiated an even more powerful 
aura of smugness than he had the 
day before in the charnel house 
on Ba Thoun Street.

“I just dropped by to tell you, 
U Sha Lok, that you need waste 
no more of your prodigious 
brainpower on our little mystery. 
For I have found our man, 
who is even now behind bars 
at Bo Street police station,” he 
declared.

“The devil you have,” cried U 
Sha Lok, his face for a moment 
showing consternation. But only 
for a moment. “Pray tell me, 
Lek Trey, the identity of your 
prisoner?”

“Why, sir, the thing was 
easy enough once our plodding 
Yangon Metropolitan Police got 
onto the job. We may lack your 
dash and your sparkle, U Sha 
Lok, but you may rely on us for 
solid achievement. The guilty 
party is a notorious gambler 
known for rigging bets on 
English Premier League football 
matches. His name is Man U 
Win. He lives, as I suspected, 
in Parami Road. We picked him 
up the moment we learned he 
had been seen in the vicinity of 
Anawrahta Street late last night. 
We’ve been after this customer 
for a very long time, as he is a 
suspect in at least three murders. 
I have no doubt yesterday’s 
business will make a fourth.”

U Sha Lok had by now 
completely recovered his 
habitual sang-froid. “My 
congratulations on a job well 
done, my dear fellow. But has 
your man confessed?”

“Not yet. Indeed, he denies all 
knowledge of the affair, though 
he was forced to admit going to 
Anawrahta Street late last night, 
and will not say why. No doubt 
he feels the noose closing around 
his neck.”

At that moment there came 
a loud knock on the street door 
below.

“U Lek Trey, I pray you wait 
a moment before returning to 
the scene of your triumph and 
extracting a confession from 
your suspect. You may find it 
interesting to meet our visitor, 
who is even now ascending 
the stairs,” said U Sha Lok. 
As he spoke, he took a pair of 
handcuffs from a drawer and 
concealed them in the top of his 
longyi. “Wa Zone, at my word, be 
ready to strike!”

“Sir, the cabman you 
ordered,” called Daw Hat Sun 
from the landing. I opened the 
door to reveal a burly fellow in 
workman’s clothing, a grimy 
cap upon his head, pulled down 
firmly over his eyes and over his 
grey-streaked hair.

U Sha Lok turned his back 
on the fellow, who entered the 
room with a slow and reluctant 
tread. “Kindly bear me a hand 
with these valises if you please, 
my good man,” he said, half 
turning his head. With an air 
of disgruntlement, the man 
slouched forward.

Then, quicker than thought, 
U Sha Lok spun round and 
snapped the cuffs to his wrist. 
“Wa Zone, Lek Trey! Seize him!” 
he cried, clinging tight to the 
ruffian’s free arm. For all the 
force the three of us could bring 
to bear, the cabman fought like 
a fury to be free. With hideous 
oaths he struggled in our grip 
until I hit him over the head 
a few times with a copy of my 
Handbook of Ethical Conduct 
for International Medical 
Professionals, and U Lek Trey 
applied his own handcuffs to the 
man’s ankles. We were all of us 
quite breathless by the time we 
had subdued him.

Astride the middle of the 
room, U Sha Lok pointed an 
imperious finger. “I present to 
you Daniel Maung, also known 
as Kyaw Maung, the murderer 
of Jasper B Monk, of Oakland, 
California, USA!” he cried. 
“Come, admit it man, our case 
against you is complete!”

“’Twas never murder,” said 
the man, who had recovered his 
breath and seemed resigned to 
his capture. All traces of violence 
and defiance had now been 
erased from his manner, and 
there was about him a kind of 
serenity. He spoke quietly, even 
with a tinge of ironic humour, 
though not devoid of bitterness, 
with a slight Mandalay burr. “If 
ever a man deserved to die, it 
was the demon Jasper Monk. 
His death was no murder, but 
heaven’s revenge. My part in his 
death was an act of virtue – even 
of genius, you might almost say.”

U Sha Lok cast a meaningful 
glance at U Lek Trey. “You admit, 
then, writing the word ‘parami’ 
on the wall beside your victim?”

“Aye, so I did. And I will tell 
the world why, too, and dare any 
man to say he would have done 
different, if he had suffered the 
same fate as I,” said the man 
stoutly. “I gave him a choice he 
never gave to my darling, whom 
he destroyed!”

“That’s as may be,” said U Lek 
Trey sternly. “Yet for all that 
you’ll be charged with murder 
and answer at Yangon assizes. 
And then to a higher power than 
that, I should say!”

The man shrugged. “I don’t 
fear your earthly judges. Where 
were they when I wanted justice? 
I took it for myself, for none 
other ever offered it.”

“U Sha Lok,” I said, rather 
diffident before this display 
of defiance which, I confess, I 
found rather stirring. My friend 
looked at me questioningly.

“You said he was bald,” I 
reminded him.

With a flick of the wrist, U 
Sha Lok whisked the man’s cap 
from his head, taking with it the 
grey wig beneath, revealing a 
scalp as hairless as a billiard ball.

The man looked at him with 
an air of mocking disdain. 
“Oh, you’re a clever man and 
no mistake, U Sha Lok. But I 
daresay in all your investigations 
you’ve never heard a stranger 
tale than I can tell.”

“I would hear it gladly,” said 
U Sha Lok. “If U Lek Trey has no 
objection to our whiling away an 
hour or so before he carts you off 
to Bo Street Station?” 

Next week: An astonishing tale

AUNG MYIN KYAW
4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

WEEKLY PREDICTIONS
APRIL 10 - 16, 2015

AQUARIUS | Jan 20 – Feb 18

You know how they taught you not to judge a 
book by its cover? Wrong. It’s exactly what you 
should do. Don’t let your reactions this week 
come from past experiences. Let old habits die 

and look at life with reborn eyes. Never assume another’s 
thoughts, unless you are, in fact, a mind-reader. If so, please 
ignore that last thought. For both our sakes.

LIBRA | Sept 23 – Oct 22

Time heals all wounds. Well, it doesn’t really 
heal them – the breaks sort of set funny and 
you learn to limp along in a different way. This 
week, consider casting off those crutches and 

you may just find you can travel new paths without them. 
Speaking of crutches, this week is also looking favourable in 
the love department.

ARIES | Mar 21 – Apr 19

The trouble with control is that as soon as we 
try to exert it we can lose our grip on a 
situation. Paging: irony. Sometimes, the best 
course of action is none at all. This week, try 

not to jump to conclusions. In times of need, all we can do is what 
we decide is right. Or, we can sit back, fail and feel bad for a little 
while, then likely forget all about it.

LEO | July 23 – Aug 22

You only get out what you put in. No more 
viscerally is this illustrated than by our little 
friend Ecoli. This week continue to dream large 
but don’t forget to act. “Life is what happens 

when you’re busy making other plans,” said John Lennon. 
Ironically, that was right before he was assassinated – 
presumably with no such plans. The sentiment was there.

GEMINI | May 21 – June 20

“Those friends thou hast, and their adoption 
tried, grapple them unto thy soul with hoops of 
steel.” So advised Polonius to a young Laertes. 
Unless Shakespeare was going for a 16th-

century Fifty Shades of Grey, he was advising us to bind 
tightly to our oldest friends. They are our source of 
happiness, understanding and opportunity.

SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 – Dec 21

Your goals are the targets, your habits the 
arrows. It’s just a shame they don’t let you 
bring your longbow to work, huh? Take care 
this week to stay focused on your goals. Do so 

and you may be rewarded with a wonderful event: a gift, an 
adventure, or a statue named in your honour. This week you 
may have to endure a problematic wheel.

CANCER | June 21 – July 22

Family may be a source of discomfort this week 
(as though this week should be any different). 
Visualise Christmas dinner and endure creepy 
Uncle Oscar’s antics by focusing on the holiday 

ahead. Rip the Band-Aid off in financial matters lest you 
yourself be ripped off. Deal with problems sooner, rather than 
later this week. You may also be lucky in love.

CAPRICORN | Dec 22 – Jan 19

Have you heard that saying “A good workman 
never blames his tools”? Try this week, as 
hard as you can, not to blame the tools you 
work with. It will be challenging. Make sure 

you seek advice to help you through the coming days. You 
may have to pay a price, but it will be worth it in the long 
run. Financial matters this week will require courage.

PISCES | Feb 19 – March 20

This week you need to focus on the here-and-
now. Hey! Goldfish! Back to your horoscope, 
please. Mindfulness improves mental health, 
relationships and career success. But you’ll also 

be able to hear your heart more clearly. And, if the heart wants 
ice-cream and champagne at 10am on a Tuesday morning, 
who are we to judge?

VIRGO | Aug 23 – Sept 22

This week give others the benefit of the doubt. 
Remember, “silent” and “listen” share the same 
letters. Then again, so too do “desperation” and 
“a rope ends it” – so perhaps it’s best to take that 

anagram with a grain of salt. At the end of the day, you catch 
more flies with honey than with vinegar. Though unless your 
name is Renfield, you probably don’t want flies in your honey. 
Be careful around chairs this week.

SCORPIO | Oct 23 – Nov 21

“The only true wisdom is in knowing you know 
nothing, Jon Snow”. So said Socrates. Or was it 
Ygritte? Anyway, the point is that you need to 
learn to accept what you don’t know. This is the 

only way you can truly continue to learn. Conversely, there is 
the Homer Simpson approach: Don’t put new information in 
lest the old stuff falls out. At your age perhaps heed the latter.

TAURUS | Apr 20 – May 20

Giving others credit is twofold: Altruism is 
proven to boost wellbeing, while you can 
always blame someone else if things go 
downhill. But seriously, share some of the 
spoils and you also get to share some of 

the bur den.  This week y our love life looks to achieve a state of 
understanding. Money will also flow. Coincidence?

wEEKEND
Advertise hotline: 
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AsiA PlAzA Hotel 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung 
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,  
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp. 
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp. 
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel.  
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,  
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398. 
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp. 
Tel: 951-657281~7. 
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road,  
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978.  
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B), 
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964. 
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada 
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887, 
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219, 
388412, 
email:indiaembassy 
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait 
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp. 
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249, 
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-2306046-9 
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 7, Gandamar 
St, Yankin Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151, Email: 
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon.  
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya 
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland  
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon.  
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey 
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon.  
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center 
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722 
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus 
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974 
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St, 
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Panda Hotel  
Min Ye Kyaw Swa Road, 
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3, 
229358 ~ 61, 

Clover Hotel 
No.7A, Wingabar Road, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : (951) 546313, 430245. 
09-731-77781~4. Fax : (01) 
546313.  
www.cloverhotel.asia.  
info@cloverhotel.asia

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown) 
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown) 
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch) 
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near 
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar. 
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

No.(25, D1), New University 
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

Excel River View 
Hotel

Excel Palace Hotel

153/159,Bogyoke Ag San Rd, 
(Cor of 46 st),Botataung Tsp. 
Yangon, Myanmar,
Tel: 951-298986,296209, 
www.grandlaurelhotel.com

Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar  
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp.  
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Chatrium Hotel 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.  
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

Confort Inn 
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872

Inya Lake Resort Hotel 
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.  
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

Winner Inn  
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com, 
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel 
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAy PyI TAw)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177, 
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Tel: 09-7349-4483,  
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

HAPPY HOMES
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

Novotel Yangon Max 
Pyay Rd, Near Hledan 
Bridge, Kamayut Tsp, 
Tel: 01 230 5878, 01 230 5912

Sedona Hotel  
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel  
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.Avenue 64 Hotel

No. 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392, 
01 656913-9

wEEKEND     |      QUICK    GUIDE
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St, 
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Office: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing, 
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897. 
info@venturaoffice.com, 
www.venturaoffice.com

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd. 
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue 
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

BOOK STORES

•	150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
•	15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
•	# 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay.  
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
•	# 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon. 
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

CAR RENTAL

•	 First Class VIP 
Limousine Car Rental.

•	 Professional English 
Speaking Drivers.

•	 Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

•	 Call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE 
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE 
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

HOT LINE: 
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278. 
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd, 
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979 
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN. 
Tel: 541217, 559011,  
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower 
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

Yangon : A-3, Aung San 
Stadium (North East Wing), 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking) 
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand New Left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive Insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafleet.com
soe@yomafleet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.  
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITION

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center  
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
A D V E R T I S I N G

Sule Shangri-La Hotel  
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Est. 1992 in Myanmar 
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 01 663656, 
0973164485, 09 252395198 
Email: sales@glovermkm.
com.mm

Sakura Residence  
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence  
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

Moe Car Rental 
Than Thu Mar Rd, 
Thuwunna, Thingangyun. 
Tel: 09-2540-07712, 09-
49570697, 09-799658370.17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 

Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

No. 56, Bo Ywe St, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-246551, 375283, 
09-2132778, 09-31119195. 
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

DELIVERY SERVICE

Express Courier & Cargo 
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

COLD STORAGE

Est. 1992 in Myanmar 
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 01 663656, 
0973164485, 09 252395198 
Email: sales@glovermkm.
com.mm

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,  
7½ miles,  
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.  
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar 
@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

GLASS

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Ruby & Rare Gems  
of Myanamar 

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com 
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road, 
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@ 
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

News & Business Ideas
facebook “box.com.mm”
http://box.com.mm

KH Hotel, Yangon 
28-A, 7 Miles, Pyay Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Ph: 95-1-652532, 652533

Hotel Yangon  
91/93, 8th Mile Junction,  
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

Yuzana Hotel 
130, Shwegondaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600

English Speaking Driver
On-board Wi-Fi
$1-million Insurance
Concierge & Refreshment
Defensive Driver Training
Tel: 571586, 09 250188232
www.centurionauto.com

CENTURION AUTO GROUP

Corporate Car Rental

Transfer | Daily | Monthly| Fleet

Beauty 49 
49 street (middle), 
Botataung Tsp. Tel:292650

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa 
12-E, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel: 512380, 526653
Beauty Bar by La Source
Shop (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 860 5377 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St, 
bet: 26 x 27, bet: 62 x 63, 
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com
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Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by  
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza 
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township.  
Tel: 09-855-1383

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 660769, 664363.

HOTEL SUPPLY

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 778, 684 013
phgemarketing@
spa-mm.com,  
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

Capital Hyper Mart 
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart (Aung San) tel: 
253022, 294765.

Franzo Living Mall 
15(A/5), Pyay Rd, 
A1(9miles),Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.  
Tel : 01-664026, 01-656970, 
09-43205018

SUPERMARKETS

SANITARY WARE

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Office Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

RESORT

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9 
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp.  
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free) 
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795.  
Mobile. 09-512-3049.  
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar, 
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702, 
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTURE

SPORTS

Executive Serviced 
Office, Registered 
and Virtual Office, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.officehubservices,com

SCHOOLS

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926, 
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr, 
32nd St, Pabedan Tsp, Ygn. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

REAL ESTATE

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients,  
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

NO.61, 2nd Floor, 101 Street,
Kandawlay, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Ph: 01-205102, 09 2603 
60932, 09 2603 60933,
09 3334 6666

Intl Quality Uniform & 
Promo Gifts
for Corporate, Hotel, F&B
Tel: (959) 972 154 990, 
Email: suchada@
stgroupholdings.com

Web Services
All the way from Australia – 
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd 
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
Company Limited

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road. 
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker 
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offices, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided, 
Mobile: 09-253 559 848, 
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332, 
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

American best practices
Pabaedan Township.
09 253 559 848
info@PathwayMoving.com
www.PathwayMoving.com
Yangon’s premier mover

Junction Square 
Pyay Rd, Kamayut, 
Ph: 01-527242.
Junction Zawana 
Lay Daung Kan St, 
Thingangyun, Ph: 573929.
Ocean (North Point) 
Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Ph: 01-652959.
Ocean (East Point) 
Mahabandoola Rd, 
Ph: 01-397146.
Orange Super Market 
103, Thu Damar Rd, 
Industrial Zone, North 
Okkalar, Ph: 9690246

Grohe 
Bath Room Accessories, 
79-B3/B3, East Shwe Gone 
Dine, Near SSC Women’s 
Center, Bahan. 
Tel : 01-401083,

No. H-8, May Kha Housing,  
May Kha St., Thingangyun 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 01 855 
0105, 09 540 8885. Email: 
trophystudio@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
trophystudio.mm

Premium Trophies 
From Malaysia/Italy

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : +95 9 252399569
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

No. H-8, May Kha Housing, 
May Kha St., Thingangyun 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01 855 0105, 09 506 
7816, 09 254443366
Email: theworkwear 
myanmar@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/
workwearmyanmar

Premium Chef Uniform

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410
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All that jazz
Guests enjoyed jazz music performed by the Bamboo 
trio, featuring The Myanmar Times’  deputy Pulse editor 
Tom Barton on vocals, at Gekko on April 24. Missed it? 
The band performs every Friday – check our What’s 
On? guide on page 26 for details. 

Noise above Yangon
Guests gathered on the rooftop of Pansodan Scene on 
April 26 for an evening of experimental sound and 
improvisation. Read more about the event on page 5.

Playing dress-up
Cosplay – the practice of dressing up as a character from a movie, book, or video game – is big all over the world, especially in Asia, and it’s no 
different here in Myanmar where fans got dressed up for the country’s 5th annual Cosplay Festival on April 26 at MICT Park. 

Aaron, Ko Soe Soe and Pan Thang

Caroline Cheah, Ma Khine Zar Min Htoo and Ma Ohn Mar Aye

Ma Chaw Su Khaing, Khin San Soe and Ma Ei Hnin Pwint Khine

Ma Ei Hnin Pwint Khine, Ko Soe Moe Hlaing and Ko Than Htoo Anton and Medea

Laura and Lucia

Pan Thang and Pich

Pascaline, Jerome and Eric

w

Planning the big day
The Sule Shangri-La Hotel hosted a “For all eternity” 
wedding fair on April 6 where guests met with expert 
wedding professionals. 

wEEKEND
Advertise hotline: 392676, 253642
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EVENTS
FRIDAY 1

MUSIC
Bamboo trio featuring vocalist Tom 
Barton. Gekko Restaurant, 535 Merchant 
Road 7pm

Acoustic music show. Off the Beaten 
Track Café, Kandawgyi park (near 
children’s playground), Mingalar Taung 
Nyunt 7-9:30pm 

Nightly live music. Kokine Bar & 
Restaurant (next to Kokine swimming 
club) 6-11pm

Live music by The Four Band. 
Thiripyitsaya Sky Bistro, 20th floor, Sakura 
Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, 
Kyauktada 7-10pm

NIGHTLIFE
The Yangon Vibe. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya 
Road, Bahan 10pm

MISC 
Knowledge Exchange: “Why I started 
my social business”. Meet 6 savvy 
entrepreneurs and their award-winning 
social start-ups. Phandeeyar, 11th floor, 
Mac Tower Building, 561 Merchant Road 
7-8:30pm

SATURDAY 2

ART 
ISM High School Art Exhibition. The 
International School of Myanmar High 
School presents the eighth annual student 
art exhibition created by 160 high-school 
students. New Treasure Art Gallery, 84A 
Thanlwin Street, Golden Hill Avenue, 
Golden Hill Valley, Bahan 10am-6pm 

NIGHTLIFE 
Drunk Love Saturday. Club Rizzoli, 
Chatrium Hotel, 40 Natmauk Road, 
Tarmwe 7-9pm

Australian Club Diggers’ Dance 2015. 
Featuring fabulous food, drink and 

dancing the night away to fantastic live 
music. Tickets US$70, available at the 
Australian Clinic, Golden Hill Towers. The 
Australian Embassy Club, 18 Golden Valley 
Road, Bahan 7:30pm

MUSIC 
Live Music. Kokine Bar & Restaurant 
(near Kokine Swimming Pool) 6-11pm

Live Jazz. Sky Bistro Bar and Restaurant. 
20th floor, Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke 
Aung San Road, Kyauktada 7-10pm

MISC
Yangon Hash House Harriers Saturday 
run. A mixed, family-style Hash. Runs 
usually take about an hour and start 
from Yangon University. K4000. University 
Avenue, Kamaryut 2:45-8pm

SUNDAY 3

ART 
ISM High School Art Exhibition. The 
International School of Myanmar High 
School presents the eighth annual student 
art exhibition created by 160 high-school 
students. New Treasure Art Gallery, 84A 
Thanlwin Street, Golden Hill Avenue, 
Golden Hill Valley, Bahan 10am-6pm 

MISC
Burmese Language Club. Pansodan 
Gallery, Pansodan Street 4pm

MONDAY 4

ART 
ISM High School Art Exhibition. The 
International School of Myanmar High 
School presents the eighth annual student 
art exhibition created by 160 high-school 
students. New Treasure Art Gallery, 84A 
Thanlwin Street, Golden Hill Avenue, 
Golden Hill Valley, Bahan 10am-6pm 

MUSIC
Monday Blues Special Edition. Mojo Bar, 
135 Inya Road, Bahan 9:30pm

“Piano” – live music by Bonny. 
Thiripyitsaya Sky Bistro, 20th floor, Sakura 
Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, 
Kyauktada 7pm

MISC
Trivia Night. Free beer pitcher for round 
winners and winning team gets a 
K30,000 bar tab. 50th Street Bar, 50th 
Street (lower block) 8pm

TUESDAY 5

ART 
ISM High School Art Exhibition. The 
International School of Myanmar High 
School presents the eighth annual student 
art exhibition created by 160 high-school 
students. New Treasure Art Gallery, 84A 
Thanlwin Street, Golden Hill Avenue, 
Golden Hill Valley, Bahan 10am-6pm 

MUSIC

Live music by The Experience Band. 
Thiripyitsaya Sky Bistro, 20th floor, Sakura 
Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, 
Kyauktada 7-10pm

MISC
Tuesday Snippets. Gallery Conversation 
and drinks. Pansodan Gallery, Pansodan 
Street 7-10 pm

Wine deal. All wine bottles sold at half 
price. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya Road, Bahan 
7-9:30pm

WEDNESDAY 6

ART 
ISM High School Art Exhibition. The 
International School of Myanmar High 
School presents the eighth annual student 
art exhibition created by 160 high-school 
students. New Treasure Art Gallery, 84A 
Thanlwin Street, Golden Hill Avenue, 
Golden Hill Valley, Bahan 10am-6pm 

NIGHTLIFE
Mojito Night. The Lab, 70A Shwegone-
daing Road, Bahan 5:30-10pm

Girls’ night out. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya Road, 
Bahan 8pm

MUSIC 
Jazz music and dinner. Rendez-Vous 
restaurant and bar, Institut Francias, 340 
Pyay Road 7:30-9:30pm

THURSDAY 7

ART
“Beauties of East and West” art 
exhibition. Featuring over 40 paintings 
of Buddhist culture, Myanmar customs, 
ethnic nationalities of Myanmar, Western 
landscapes, Native American subjects, 
abstracts and nude art by artists Ye Min 
(New York) and Than Soe. Gallery 65, 
65 Yaw Min Gyi Road (behind Parkroyal 
Hotel), Dagon 10am-6pm (see page 5)

ISM High School Art Exhibition. The 
International School of Myanmar High 
School presents the eighth annual student 
art exhibition created by 160 high-school 
students. New Treasure Art Gallery, 84A 
Thanlwin Street, Golden Hill Avenue, 
Golden Hill Valley, Bahan 10am-6pm

MUSIC
Folk on Fire with L’N’R band. Mojo Bar, 
135 Inya Road, Bahan 9:30pm

FILM
Start times at Mingalar (1,2), Top Royal, 
Shae Saung (1,2) and Nay Pyi Taw 
cinemas are 10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 
6:30pm and 9:30pm

Start times at Junction Square and 
Juntion Maw Tin are 9:30am, 12:30pm, 
3:30pm and 6:30pm daily and 9:30am, 
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm 
on Friday and Saturday 

Start times at Mingalar san Pya are 
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 
9:30pm

Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda 
Make Me Shudder 3. 
Directed by Poj Apirut. Thai horror film. 
The Spongebob Movie. 
Directed by Paul Tibbitt. American 
animated adventure comedy. 
Outcast. 
Directed by Nick Powell. 3D American-
Chinese-Canadian action. 

Mingalar Cinema 2, 
Dagon Center 2, Myaynigone 
Fast & Furious 7. 
Directed by James Wan. Blockbuster 
American action.

Shae Saung Cinema, 
Sule Pagoda Road, Kyauktada 
Fast & Furious 7. 
Directed by James Wan. Blockbuster 
American action. 
Outcast. 
Directed by Nick Powell. 3D American-
Chinese-Canadian action. 

Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut 
The Lazarus Effect. 
Directed by David Gelb. American 
science-fiction horror. 
From Vegas To Macau 2. 
Directed by Wong Jing. 3D Hong Kong-
Chinese comedy-action.

Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw 
The Lazarus Effect. 
Directed by David Gelb. American 
science-fiction horror.

Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw 
Make Me Shudder 3. 
Directed by Poj Apirut. Thai horror film. 
Fast & Furious 7. 
Directed by James Wan. Blockbuster 
American action.
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A painting by artist Ye Min from the “Beauties of East and West” exhibition at Gallery 65, opening on May 7. Photo: Supplied

The Bamboo trio, featuring vocalist Tom Barton, perform at Gekko every Monday evening. Photo: Naing Wynn Htoon
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BY DOUGLAS LONG

D URING his 40-year career 
as a painter, Tin Win has 
attended numerous opening 

ceremonies at fine arts galleries in 
Myanmar and abroad – but he had 
never experienced anything quite 
like the formal affair at The Edge 
Galerie in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
on April 21.

Among the notable guests at the 
event, which marked the opening 
of the “Masters of Myanmar Art” 
group exhibition, were eminent 
Malaysian artists and art collectors, 
as well as Sultan of Perak Sultan 
Nazrin Muizzuddin Azlan Shah and 
his consort, Raja Permaisuri of Perak 
Tuanku Zara Salim.

“The opening ceremony was 
excellent,” said Tin Win, known 
for his photorealistic paintings 
of Myanmar’s ethnic minorities 
set against abstract backgrounds. 
“I had a very good experience 
meeting important people who were 
interested in our Myanmar artwork.” 

The exhibition, which continues 
through May 22, encompasses 45 
paintings by 11 of Myanmar’s most 
talented visual artists, seven of whom 
made the trip to Malaysia for the 
opening: Tin Win, Pann Kyi, Khin 
Zaw Latt, Zay Yar Aye, Khin Maung 
Zaw, Soe Soe (Laputta) and Mon Thet.

Also participating in the show but 
unable to make the journey were Tin 
Htay Aung, Moe Nyo, Aung Thin Oo 
and Zaw Min.

The works include oils, acrylics 
and watercolours, and range from 
realistic village scenes to semi-
abstract pagoda images.

In a speech at the opening 
ceremony, Sultan Nazrin noted that 
as Myanmar has opened up to the 
outside world, “its art has emerged 
from the shadows, and today gallery 
owners from across the world are 
already scouting for talent”.

He said artists stand to benefit 
from such increased regional and 
international exposure to their work. 

“These developments in the 
art scene are positive because, as 
in all great civilisations, a greater 
appreciation of art and culture 
contributes to a country’s aspiration 
to be a developed and civilised 
society. It gives a nation soul and 
depth,” he said.

“Art has always been an effective 
mode of political and social 
expression, and history has shown 
that many artists have paid a heavy 
price for daring to stand up to 
injustice.”

This “heavy price” is all too 
familiar to Myanmar artists 
who, before 2010, spent decades 
struggling under a government in 
which paranoid military ideologues 
with no fine arts knowledge dictated 
what was permitted to be shown in 
art galleries. 

During their trip to Kuala 
Lumpur from April 20 to 24, the 
Myanmar painters visited several 
private art collections as well as the 
National Art Gallery, the Islamic 
Arts Museum and the Bank Negara 
Malaysia Museum and Art Gallery.

The tour provided insight into 
Malaysia’s art scene and highlighted 
the degree to which Myanmar’s 
arts had been asphyxiated – both 

creatively and financially – by more 
than 50 years of draconian military 
control.

And although some steps toward 
political liberalisation have been 
made and censorship has been 

scaled back in recent years, the dark, 
not-so-distant days of junta rule 
have left a legacy of huge challenges 
for Myanmar artists. Among these 
is a business environment virtually 
bereft of local art collectors. 

Tin Win, who was on his first 
visit to Malaysia, said that in Kuala 
Lumpur he met businesspeople “who 
collect artwork that is beautiful for 
hanging on the wall and that is also a 
good investment”.

“In Myanmar, businessmen don’t 
know about collecting artwork,” 
he said. “They invest in land or 
jewellery. Maybe with a little 
education, one day there will be more 
art collectors in Myanmar.”

During a radio interview on BFM 
89.9 in Kuala Lumpur on April 23, 
Khin Zaw Latt expanded on this idea. 

“It’s the same in every country: 
To live on art is very difficult. But 
especially in Myanmar, local people 
don’t buy art,” he said.   

“I think it still needs to take time 
to develop Myanmar art … We still 
need to have the infrastructure like 
museums and private collections,” he 
said. “If you come to Myanmar, most 
of the galleries are run by the artists. 
No businesspeople are interested to 
do art galleries.” 

On the creative side, Zay Yar Aye, 
who has benefited from years of art 
education in Myanmar and Japan, 
said the Malaysia trip provided him 
with “practical experiences, ideas 
and energy” for future art projects.

“Malaysia’s art scene is very 
different from our country. In 
Myanmar, artists prefer to continue 
doing what they are already doing. 
In Malaysia they are more free. 
For example, you see artists who 
start out with a traditional style 
and gradually change to an abstract 
style,” he said.

Khin Zaw Latt, speaking to The 
Myanmar Times, agreed.

“Most Myanmar painters are 
still working on very traditional 
subjects like monasteries, temples 
and landscapes. In Malaysia they 
are more contemporary and free,” 
he said.

“I’ve seen many abstract artists 
[in Malaysia], but in Myanmar we 
have only a few such artists. Some 
artists in Malaysia, even though 
they are making abstract art, are 
doing well because collectors also 
appreciate these works.”

Overall, Khin Zaw Latt described 
the Malaysia trip as “a very good 
experience”.  

“It’s a big exhibition for us 
because it’s a big group – 11 Burmese 
artists, including senior artists and 
younger artists,” he said.  

“It was also a very grand opening. 
I’ve done many exhibitions inside 
and outside Myanmar, but I have 
never done this kind of formal grand 
opening. It was interesting, and also 
good to meet the local artists.” 

The show was organised by ECM 
Libra Financial Group Bhd chair 
Datuk Seri Kalimullah Hassan and 
The Edge Media Group executive 
chair Datuk Tong Kooi Ong, with the 
aim of offering Malaysian collectors 
the opportunity to buy paintings by 
accomplished artists from Myanmar. 
Proceeds from the sales will be 
donated to charities in Myanmar. 
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Masters of Myanmar art show their work in Malaysia
WHAT’S ON PICK OF THE WEEK

“Masters of Myanmar Art” runs 
until May 22 at The Edge Galerie, 
G5-G6 Mont’Kiara Meridin 19, 
Jalan Duta Kiara, Mont’Kiara, 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. For 
more information, email info@
theedgegalerie.com, visit www.
theedgegalerie.com or call +60-
3-7721-8188. Opening hours are 
Tuesday to Sunday, 11am to 7pm.

Raja Permaisuri of Perak Tuanku Zara Salim (left), Sultan of Perak Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Azlan Shah (centre) and Myanmar artist Khin Zaw 
Latt attend the opening of the “Masters of Myanmar Art” exhibition in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on April 21. Photos: Douglas Long

Myanmar artists (left to right) Pann Kyi, Khin Maung Zaw, Khin Zaw Latt, Soe Soe (Laputta), Tin Win, Mon Thet and Zay Yar Aye await the 
arrival of Sultan Nazrin at The Edge Galerie.

Zay Yar Aye poses with one of his paintings at The Edge Galerie.






