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Ceasefire draft signed 
in ‘historic’ agreement
The government and representatives of 16 armed ethnic groups yesterday signed a draft accord 
aiming to bring six decades of civil war to a close. A final version is expected soon. news 3

Queen Máxima of the Netherlands began a three-day visit to Yangon on March 30 
in her role as the UN secretary-general’s special advocate for inclusive finance for 
development. The queen visited a village outside of Yangon during her trip which has 
included high-level talks with the president and with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 
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QUEEN Máxima of the Netherlands 
pushed for greater financial inclusion 
yesterday, making the case it will be 
central to making a lasting leap for-
ward for Myanmar and the current 
generation stands to be the first to 
benefit.

Speaking at Yangon University’s 
Convocation Hall in her non-monar-
chial capacity as the UN secretary 
general’s advocate for inclusive devel-
opment – there was a notable absence 
of the Dutch national colour orange 
– she said that while sustainable and 
inclusive development never happens 
overnight, there is strong opportunity 
for Myanmar.

“We also know that by taking the 
lessons from other countries, you can 
go faster and evade mistakes made 
elsewhere,” she said.

Myanmar lags behind many of 
its neighbours in most metrics on 
financial inclusion – for example, 
estimates show that only about 5 
percent of the population has bank 
accounts.

While Queen Máxima addressed 
the public yesterday in speaking on 
the benefits of greater financial inclu-
sion, industry insiders say she will 
also bring more specific messages to 
government officials in meetings this 
week targeted at funding microfi-
nance and mobile payments.

Queen Máxima was designated in 
2009 by the UN secretary general as 
his special advocate for inclusive fi-
nance for development. She was born 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, worked 
in the finance industry including for 
Deutsche Bank, and married future 
Dutch King Willem-Alexander in 
2002.
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A PRESIDENTIAL order revoking 
temporary identity papers came into 
effect last night despite widespread 
criticism by the international com-
munity of the government’s move that 
mostly affects Rohingya Muslims and 
leaves an estimated 1 million “white 
card” holders across Myanmar facing 
an uncertain future.

President U Thein Sein ordered 
the invalidation of the temporary ID 
papers on February 11, setting March 
31 as the date for their expiry. Hold-
ers were given until May 31 to hand 
in their papers – commonly known as 
white cards – and undergo a citizen 
verification process carried out by local 
authorities to determine their status.

The upper house of parliament had 
voted on February 2 to approve a pres-
idential proposal that would have al-
lowed white-card holders to vote in a 
constitutional referendum scheduled 

for May. But protests largely driven 
by Buddhist nationalists, monks and 
parties representing the Buddhist ma-
jority in Rakhine State led to a swift 
government U-turn ordering cards to 
be revoked. 

Uncertainties surrounding the 
new verification process, which hu-
man rights groups fear could lead to 
widespread denial of citizens’ rights, 
including health and education, have 
raised tensions in Rakhine State, 
where communal violence erupted 
in 2012. Many among the 140,000 
Rohingya living in camps the UN  
describes as “abysmal” say they will 
refuse to hand in their cards.

The UN refugee agency said yes-
terday it was still seeking clarification 
from the authorities to understand the 

full implications of the decision to re-
voke the temporary papers. 

“UNHCR will continue to advocate 
for the protection of individuals no 
matter what their citizenship status 
and for some form of documentation 
to be given to these people in order for 
them to enjoy their basic rights and 
live in a dignified manner,” the agency 
said.

Pierre Péron, spokesperson for the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), said in 
a reference to the government’s refusal 
to accept Rohingya as an ethnic iden-
tity in processing citizenship that the 
UN upholds the right to self-identity.

“We would welcome any process 
that provides a just and equitable 
resolution to the citizenship issue in 
line with international human rights 
standards,” Mr Péron said.

“Many of the 140,000 displaced 
people and up to 1 million people with 
undetermined citizenship in Rakhine 
State are living in dire conditions with 
limited access to basic services such as 
healthcare,” he said in a statement.

“Restrictions on people’s freedom 
of movement severely compromise 
their basic rights to food, health, edu-
cation and livelihood, thus reinforcing 
their reliance on humanitarian aid.”

A senior aid official closely fol-
lowing the issue, who asked not to 
be named, said the most critical is-
sue for the government to clarify was 
what kind of document, if any, would 
be issued when white cards were sur-
rendered. The minimum requirement 

would be a document that entitled 
people to legal residence in Myanmar, 
he said.

The government said on Febru-
ary 11 that cards would be revoked in 
a “fair and transparent manner” by 
local officials, but it has not fully ex-
plained what would replace them.

Apart from hundreds of thousands 
of Rohingya who hold temporary pa-
pers, there are also large numbers of 
ethnic Indian and Chinese white-card 
holders.

In her March 16 report to the UN 
Human Rights Council, Yanghee Lee, 
special rapporteur for Myanmar, said 
she was concerned about any provi-
sion in the government’s Rakhine Ac-
tion Plan that would classify Rohingya 
as “illegal aliens”. The plan has not 
been made public.

“The expiry at the end of March 
2015 of the temporary white cards 
held by many Rohingyas as identity 
documentation raises more uncertain-
ties and further increases their vulner-
ability,” Ms Lee said.

The US State Department has also 
criticised the government’s decision to 
invalidate temporary identity cards. 
Tom Malinowski, US assistant secre-
tary of state for democracy, human 
rights and labour, said on February 
12 that “invalidating white cards for 
Rohingya in Burma is counter to the 
reconciliation in Rakhine and inclu-
sive elections the government says it 
wants”.

White cards were initially issued 

from 1993 as a temporary measure 
pending a process to verify residents’ 
claims to citizenship.

The Ministry of Immigration has 
given estimates varying from 500,000 
to 1 million for the number of white-
card holders in Myanmar. Most are in 
Rakhine, Shan and Kachin states. 

Unofficial estimates put the total at 
1.5 million. The issue is compounded 
by large numbers of forged identity 
papers. Ministry officials were not 
available for comment yesterday.

Rakhine State’s Buddhist majority 
was angered when the Union Solidar-
ity and Development Party handed 
out an unknown number of new white 
cards ahead of the 2010 election, when 
holders were allowed to vote. The 
USDP won the elections, which were 
boycotted by the opposition National 
League for Democracy (NLD), and 
took most of the seats representing 
Rakhine State.

A separate law has forced political 
parties to expel members who hold as-
sociate or temporary citizenship. The 
move has largely affected the NLD, 
which says it will help its former mem-
bers to apply for full citizenship, as well 
as parties representing Rohingya.

U Khin Soe, director of the Rakhine 
State Immigration Department, says 
leaders of camps for displaced people 
have agreed to cooperate with local 
authorities in collecting expired white 
cards and starting the citizenship ap-
plication process.

“We had discussed this with camp 
administrative officers and repre-
sentatives. The holders will give back 
their cards to their respective camp 
representatives, who will return those 
white cards to the reception centres 
opened near the camps,” he said.

“In recent weeks we made some 
education about the deadlines, the 
processes of withdrawal and applica-
tion for citizenship by using loud-
speakers, pamphlets and vinyl papers 
in the camps.”

The immigration department says 
there are about 550,000 temporary 
ID card holders in Rakhine State. 
Most called themselves “Rohingya”, 
a term the Myanmar government 

does not recognise.
Reception centres will be opened 

close to IDP camps in all townships 
except four: Marn Aung, Taung Kote, 
Gwa and Arn.

While many Rohingya have said they 
will hold on to their cards and refuse to 
be labelled as Bengali, which could imply 
that they are illegal immigrants, 65-year-
old U Aung Min from the state capital 
Sittwe told The Myanmar Times that he 
had finally decided to give up the claim 
to being Rohingya so that his offspring 
would be recognised by the government.

“I finally decided to surrender the 
name. For our survival, this will not be 
very important. I will accept the name 
Bengali, as the government termed 
us,” he said. “With the name Rohingya, 
my offspring will not get citizenship 
if we refuse to deny the name, even if 
time goes on and I pass away.”

After the May 31 deadline for sur-
rendering the temporary documents, 
the application for citizenship will 

begin and the scrutiny board at differ-
ent levels of townships and states will 
decide whether to award applicants 
citizenship or not.

“The parents and grandparents 
of the white-carded applicants will 
be carefully checked by the scrutiny 
board at township levels. They will 
do so by looking at office records and 
documents and all other evidence of 
their history,” U Khin Soe said.

“After the township-level boards 
have checked the applicants, then 
their findings will be delivered to the 
central board led by state govern-
ment’s ministers. Citizenship will be 
given only after these processes are 
finished by the central board.”

U Aung Win said the reason white 
cards had been given out in the first 
place was to carry out such a scrutiny.

“Now they are saying they will exam-
ine them again,” he said. “How many 
long years will it take to do it again?” 

– Lun Min Mang

The revocation of white cards stands to affect thousands of people living in IDP 
camps in Rakhine State. Photo: Yu Yu
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THE government and representatives 
of 16 armed ethnic groups yesterday 
signed a draft ceasefire agreement 
aimed at ending more than six dec-
ades of conflict in some of the world’s 
longest-running civil wars.

President U Thein Sein, whose 
reformist government sees the agree-
ment as a key step toward holding 
inclusive parliamentary elections in 
November, attended the signing cer-
emony between negotiators for both 
sides at the Myanmar Peace Center in 
Yangon, which hosted the talks.

The president said the final agree-
ment would pave the way for political 
dialogue. The process would take time 
but will “ensure the peace builders a 
place in Myanmar’s history”, he said.

China, which has watched with 
growing alarm the most recent con-
flict just across its southwestern bor-
der, welcomed the agreement, as did 
the United States and the United  
Nations.

The Nationwide Ceasefire Coordi-
nation Team (NCCT), which signed 
the draft on behalf of 16 ethnic armed 
groups, will next take the text to lead-
ers of the groups for their ratification.

U Thein Sein said the nationwide 
ceasefire agreement (NCA) must “defi-
nitely” be signed in April, calling it a 
“priceless success”.

But negotiators for the ethnic 
armed groups were more cautious, 
saying they could not guarantee when 
their leaders would hold a conference 
to reach agreement, while other eth-
nic groups outside the negotiating 
team also had to give their approval.

“We can’t say when we can sign the 
NCA. It depends on the ethnic lead-
ers’ conference. The leaders have the 
power to decide it,” said U Naing Han 
Thar, leader of the NCCT. “This is a 
provisional agreement … not a final 
agreement.” 

He said that to move forward to 
political dialogue it was necessary to 
stop the fighting that was continuing 
between the government and some 
groups.   

 “We cannot say it is a nationwide 
ceasefire agreement when there has 
been fighting in some areas. So eve-
ryone should understand that we will 
continue to implement many things,” 
he told a press conference. 

Relief and optimism over the sign-
ing were tempered by the knowledge 
that not all ethnic groups were repre-
sented at the talks, most notably the 
United Wa State Army, the Shan State 
Army-South and the National Demo-
cratic Alliance Army, better known as 
the Mong La group. Ethnic Chinese 

rebels in the Kokang region border-
ing China, where war erupted in early 
February, were also absent, and a 
spokesperson said fighting had con-
tinued on March 29. 

Despite those misgivings, Vijay 
Nambiar, UN special adviser for My-
anmar, described the ceasefire agree-
ment  as “a historic and significant 
achievement” and a “crucial first 
stage” toward a dialogue on political 
and military issues.

“Myanmar is still in a nascent stage 
of its transition. Today’s agreement is 
a signal that new levels of trust, con-
fidence and cooperation are possible 
between former enemies and that the 
seeds of change in Myanmar are be-
ginning to sprout,” the UN envoy said.  

The US embassy in Yangon charac-
terised the draft as a “potentially his-
toric step”.

China’s ambassador to Myanmar, 
Wang Yifan, attended the talks, and 
a foreign ministry official in Beijing 
said China hoped the final agreement 
would be signed as soon as possi-
ble “to restore peace and stability to 
the China-Myanmar borders and the 
northern part of Myanmar”.

The draft agreement followed 
a speech on Armed Forces Day on 

March 27 by Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing, commander-in-chief of  
Defence Services, who called on ethnic 
armed groups to solve their conflicts 
with the government through nego-
tiation based on a spirit of brother-

hood and trust. He said the Tatma-
daw would not tolerate any attempts 
to turn political disagreements into 
armed conflict.

The senior general also referred 
to key issues to be tackled in the next 
stage of political dialogue.

“In implementation of ceasefire 
and peace processes, disarmament, 
demobilisation and reintegration for 
security reconciliation are essential,” 
he said, according to a translation 
of his speech provided by the daily  

Global New Light of Myanmar.
In order to  stop fighting as soon 

as possible, NCCT members said both 
sides needed to implement military 
codes of conduct and form monitoring 
committees to check on compliance. 

The NCCT said it was probable 

that the draft could see minor amend-
ments if the non-NCCT members 
wanted to add or delete certain points.

U Tun Myat Lin, spokesperson for 
the Myanmar Nationalities Democrat-
ic Alliance Army in Kokang, welcomed 
the signing of the draft accord.

“But we need to check out the final 
draft of the NCA to see if the contents 
are compatible with our aims and pol-
icies,” he said.

U Aung Min, head of the govern-
ment negotiating team, said the gov-
ernment was ready to adjust the NCA 
if the NCCT proposed changes.

“We hope there will be no changes 
over the draft,” he said. “We hope we 
can make the date for signing the NCA 
when we meet again.”

U Aung Min said the government 
would concentrate first on signing the 
accord with the 16 groups involved in 
the negotiations, and then reach out 
to others. The government has previ-
ously rejected a ceasefire proposal 
offered by the Kokang rebels and im-
posed martial law in the border region 
in February.

“Time is running short for us to 
involve all of them,” U Aung Min told 
reporters. “If we can find time, we’ll 
try to involve the rest.” 

A DRAFT law banning violence 
against women is nearing completion 
– and could be a rival to four bills pro-
moted by hard-line Buddhist national-
ists that international human rights 
groups have deemed discriminatory 
and politically motivated.

Daw May Sabe Phyu, coordina-
tor of the Gender Equality Network 
(GEN), who has been involved in the 
drafting of the anti-violence law, says 
it could make the controversial bills 

unnecessary.
“If this law is passed, the four laws 

[on protection of race and religion] 
are not needed,” she said.

Daw May Sabe Phyu said the gov-
ernment was ignoring women’s voices 
by trying to adopt the four laws, which 
she says have weaknesses that would 
be rectified by the National Prevention 
of Violence against Women bill now 
being finalised.

“The adoption of the four laws 
would be very unpleasant for  
me. Their advocates always say the 
purpose is to protect women, but in 

practice the four laws threaten wom-
en’s rights,” she said.

Against resistance from women’s 
rights activists, the interfaith mar-
riage law and population control law 
were adopted in February and March.

The National Prevention of Vio-
lence against Women bill will be sub-
mitted to Pyithu Hluttaw later this 
year, said Daw May Sabe Phyu.

“The draft is almost complete. 
We’re now discussing the penalty sec-
tion of the text and will submit the bill 
to the hluttaw once that is done. We 
can’t say how long the hluttaw might 

take to adopt it,” she said.
The Ministry of Social Welfare, Re-

lief and Resettlement, the Department 
of Social Welfare, Myanmar Women’s 
Affairs Federation and civil society or-
ganisations have been working on the 
text for the past two years.

“The law aims at preventing all 
forms of violence. We also need to 
address the question of public aware-
ness, which took longer,” said Daw 
May Sabe Phyu.

She said it had been difficult at first 
to engage government departments, but 
now they were actively involved. “They 

are women, and they are interested in 
writing this law because of their own 
experiences. Our opinions vary, but our 
cooperation is okay,” she said.

At present, the courts use English 
Common Law dating back to the co-
lonial era.

Naw Susanna Hla Hla Soe, direc-
tor of the Karen Women’s Empower-
ment Group, said women had to battle 
against tradition, cultural discrimi-
nation, male domination, lack of ac-
cess to information and education, 
and inequalities that had become en-
trenched by law. 

Law banning violence against women near completion
Chit Su
suwai.chit@gmail.com

Draft national ceasefire accord 
signed to end decades of war

‘Myanmar is still in a nascent stage of its 
transition. Today’s agreement is a signal 
that new levels of trust, confidence and 
cooperation are possible between former 
enemies and that the seeds of change in 
Myanmar are beginning to sprout.’

Vijay Nambiar 
UN special adviser for Myanmar

President Thein Sein (centre) looks on as Aung Min (left), vice chair of the Union Peace-making Work Committee, shakes hands with Naing Han Tha, a leader of the 
Nationwide Ceasefire Coordinating Team, after signing a nationwide ceasefire draft agreement at the Myanmar Peace Centre in Yangon on March 31. Photo: AFP
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Archbishop Charles Maung Bo (left) meets Pope Francis at the Vatican on February 14. Photo: AFP

Myanmar’s first cardinal strives 
to be ‘a voice for the voiceless’

WHEN Catholic Archbishop Charles 
Maung Bo was appointed cardinal by 
Pope Francis on February 14, there 
was a collective sense of pride in My-
anmar – similar to 1961 when U Thant 
was made UN secretary general – that 
one of the country’s sons had been el-
evated to the pinnacle of the interna-
tional arena.

During the Vatican ceremony in 
which Father Charles officially became 
Myanmar’s first cardinal, Pope Francis 
whispered something in his ear that 
sounded rather like “go for it”. It was a 
special moment of empowerment that 
Father Charles says he won’t forget.  

Pope Francis, who is said to be con-
templating a historic visit to Myanmar 
next year, also whispered that Father 
Charles was receiving the red robes of 
a Catholic cardinal – red as in the col-
our of blood. “You should be ready to 
give up your life,” the pontiff told him.

“I was elated and happy and ex-
cited in Rome on February 14,” Father 
Charles told The Myanmar Times last 
week. “I felt a sense of responsibility. 
The thoughts that came to my mind 
were my country’s situation and the 
needs of the people. I wanted to make 
a statement that I had to be a voice for 
the voiceless.  It was a moment of tak-
ing responsibility.”

Speaking just days after UN special 
rapporteur Yanghee Lee reported “a 
growing atmosphere of fear, distrust 
and hostility” in Myanmar, particular-
ly between the Buddhist majority and 
Muslims, Father Charles said promo-
tion of interfaith dialogue would be 
high on his agenda.

He also intends to be as outspoken 
as ever on the country’s failure to tack-
le crippling poverty.

“First we have to address the is-
sues, obstacles and difficulties that 
have to be overcome between the eth-
nic groups and the religions,” he said. 
“Myanmar people in history have been 

polite and docile. We need to see the 
different religious leaders getting to-
gether, understanding each other, dis-
cussing things and doing something.”

“In Myanmar there’s very little con-
cept of inter-religious dialogue,” he 
added.

Turning to land rights, the cardinal 
did not mince his words.

“When cronies have everything and 
the poor have nothing and lose their 
lands, and the minorities don’t have 
equal treatment, problems are solved 
with violence instead of negotiation,” 
he said. “Confrontation doesn’t help. 
Collaboration is better. When you con-
front people you irritate them.”

His primary agenda is the same as 
that of the Catholic Church itself, he 
said: service to the poor. “We must 

give the priority to the poor, the last, 
the lost and the least. Forty percent 
of our schools in Myanmar have no 
proper roofs.”

Father Charles said the Catholic 
Church, which numbers some 800,000 
members in Myanmar, should itself be 
poor and should be constituted for the 
poor.

“I’m not a politician,” he said. “I’m 
gathering basic data on how to lead, 
how we could help guide the nation.”

Referring to communal tensions 
in Rakhine state and the plight of 
some 140,000 Rohingya Muslims 
held in camps since the eruption of 

violence in 2012, he commented, “We 
should understand that the Bengali 
are a stateless people and we should 
have concern for them on humani-
tarian grounds. At the same time, 
we should understand that many of 
our Myanmar people are not edu-
cated and could easily be given to  
intolerance.”

Concerning the controversial race 
and religion laws being pushed by 
Buddhist nationalists, he said Myan-
mar must seek “cohabitation with all 
races and religions”.  

“The Catholic Church was an early 
leader to allow mixed marriages. Let 
us solve our problems, not prolong 
them,” he urged.

The cardinal expressed surprise 
that Pope Francis had appointed him 
and two other Asians as cardinals.

“Traditionally, archbishops were 
expecting people from America or Ita-
ly. Now we have cardinals from Myan-
mar, Vietnam and Thailand. The pope 
gives priority to the poor and the least 
and the last by choosing new and dif-
ferent representatives for the univer-
sal church,” he said.

Father Charles has long been fa-
miliar with the difficulties of crossing 
religious fault-lines and military front-
lines. During his years of service as a 
priest and bishop in Lashio from 1976 
to 1996, he moved easily among the 
various and opposing groups in north-
ern Shan State.

“The authorities never bothered 
us,” he said. “They never interfered 
with the appointment of the bishops. 
We never had any real direct persecu-
tion of the church, although we did 
have some men from Military Intel-
ligence coming to mass on Sundays.”

“I’ve never been questioned by gov-
ernment officials,” he added.

“I’ve been quite outspoken in my 
sermons regarding the situation of the 
regime, and yet nobody came to ask 
me any questions about it. I wish they 
would have,” he laughed.

He said Lashio was a mix of ethnic 
groups and religions, including Kayin 
Baptists and the Chin Baptists. 

“There were a lot of rebels in my 
area; it was almost the centre of the 
[Kachin Independence Army]. Very 

seldom would Burmese soldiers come, 
but all the Burmese soldiers really re-
spected me because they found out I 
am Burmese and from Shwebo. It was 
an exciting time and in 1992 we had 
the Kin Yun Peace Talks. That was the 
opening for us to enter [the Wa re-
gion],” he said.

The Catholic mission in the Wa re-
gion started by Father Charles and the 
Salesian fathers remain there to this 
day.

Father Charles was born in 1948 in 
Shwebo district. “[Many people in that 
area] are descendents of the Portu-
guese who came to this land 400 years 
ago,” he said. Recalling the peaceful 
existence between long-established 
Catholic and Buddhist families in that 
region, he added, “There were plenty 
of intermarriages and everybody do-
nated to each other.” 

Recalling his childhood in a poor 
family, he said, “My father was a farm-
er and my mother was a tailor.  I was 
the youngest and naughtiest of five 
children.” His father died when he was 
two years old and the young Charles 
and his siblings were sent to a Salesian 
boarding house in Mandalay where he 
became inspired by the dedication of 
the fathers who taught them alongside 
“street kids and abandoned kids”.

At age 12 he moved to Nazareth As-
pirantate, a Salesian seminary in Anis-
kan village near Pyin Oo Lwin.

But in 1965 private schools were 
nationalised under U Ne Win’s re-
gime, and foreign missionaries were 
expelled in 1967.

Father Charles was ordained as a 
priest in 1976, first serving in a parish 
in Shan State. He became bishop of 
Lashio in 1990.

He said he has received positive 
signals from the government over his 
plans to open more private schools. 

“From the time of the Burmese 
kings, the Catholic missionaries have 
been educating Burmese families. All 
these years we have been a part of 
building the nation, and people know 
it and they treat us with respect,” Fa-
ther Charles said. “With courage, I tell 
them that if you want to improve edu-
cation, give us back our nationalised 
schools.” 
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THE United States once again 
stood behind student protesters 
in a statement on March 30 call-
ing for the government to imme-
diately release jailed activists.

Directing the remarks to the 
“events of March 5 and 10” when 
police and plain-clothed forces 
brutally cracked down on rallies 
against the National Education 
Law, the US State Department 
requested the “unconditional re-
lease of all individuals being de-
tained in the country as a result of 
exercising their right to peacefully 
assemble”.

Washington, which had released 
an initial condemnation of the at-
tacks on students on March 11, also 
called for an “impartial and cred-
ible investigation” into the clashes 
to hold those responsible for the 
“excessive force” accountable. 

In response, a spokesperson 
for the President’s Office said the 
government has more important 
things to worry about than the 
American statement of concern. 

“I think nothing about the 
statement,” said spokesperson 
U Ye Htut. “We have to focus on 
gaining peace and stability for the 
people. It is the priority.”

The International Federation 
for Human Rights meanwhile 
called it “unacceptable” that while 
students are facing charges, no 
police have been investigated. 

“The brutal crackdown on the 
student protests was reminiscent 
of the darkest days of military 
rule,” said Andrea  Giorgetta, the 
head of the federation’s Asia desk.  

“It showed that despite the 
narrative of sweeping reforms, 
nothing has changed in the mo-
dus operandi of Myanmar’s secu-
rity forces.”

Parents of detained student ac-
tivists said that the  while they ap-
preciate the international commu-
nity’s support, they do not expect 
demands for an impartial and 
credible investigation to be met.  

“None of the government’s 
investigating commissions have 
produced results that satisfy the 
people,” said Daw Thanda, mother 
of detained student union lead-
er  Ma Phyoe Phyoe Aung.

A total of 80 demonstrators 
from the Letpadan education pro-
test, including Ma Phyoe Phyoe 
Aung, were each slammed in court 
on March 25 with five charges that 
could result in a six-year prison 
sentence. 

Students who were released 
from jail on bail said they were 
not given proper food or any med-
ical attention while in detention. 

“The police beat and kicked us 
with their boots so everyone was 
injured,” said Ye Min Aung, who 
was released on March 24 after 
two weeks of detention. “Even 
after we were arrested we were 
insulted with rude words while in 
custody.”

US reiterates 
support for students
Wa Lone
walone14@gmail.com

Report on attack against 
protesters submitted

AN independent Yangon Region 
parliamentarian has called for the 
release of a report on the violent dis-
persal of demonstrators on March 5 
by a quasi-official civilian force. The 
report, compiled by a commission of 
inquiry headed by Deputy Minister 
for Home Affairs Brigadier General 
Kyaw Kyaw Tun, was yesterday sub-
mitted directly to President U Thein 
Sein.

But commission secretary U Saw 
Tun Aung Myint, who is also Yangon 
Region minister for Kayin ethnic 
affairs, told The Myanmar Times 
on March 30 that the commission 
was worried it might not meet the 
March 31 deadline set by the presi-
dent for submission. “We need more 
time to complete the report,” he 
said, suggesting that the commis-
sion might request an extension of 
the deadline.

The incident under investigation 
occurred on March 5 when a protest 
in front of Yangon City Hall calling 
for the amendment of the contro-
versial National Education Law was 

broken up by men in civilian clothes 
wearing red armbands emblazoned 
with the word “duty”. The group 
is thought to be Swan Arr Shin, a  
para-military force previously used 
by the military regime to crack 
down on civilian protests. It has 
also recently attacked striking gar-
ment workers.

An official with the Office of the 
President, U Zaw Htay, admitted on 
Facebook that the government had 
organised the civilian force, posting 
an image of the section of the colo-
nial-era Code of Criminal Procedure 
that permits it to raise a male civil-
ian force to maintain law and order.

Yesterday U Saw Tun Aung My-
int said, “The report was submitted 
to the president by our commission 
chairman. We don’t have permission 

to release the report to the public. 
This can be done only by the presi-
dent. Our duty was just to investi-
gate.”

The commission was asked to ad-
vise on whether the security forces 
acted properly in dispersing the 
protesters and whether the authori-
ties responsible acted in line with 
legal procedures, as well as to pro-
pose measures to prevent such cases 
in the future.

“We interrogated the men wear-
ing the red armbands and other wit-
nesses of the March 5 incident,” said 
U Saw Tun Aung Myint.

It emerged yesterday that three 
journalists interviewed by the  
commission had complained that 
their testimony was not recorded 
properly.

Ko Nyan Hlaing Lin, editor-in-
charge of Pyithu Khit (The People’s 
Age), said he only signed his testi-
mony as accurate after asking the 
commission to rewrite the original 
account of his testimony. “I checked 
three times to correct it,” he said.

Independent MP Daw Nyo Nyo 
Thin said the president or the com-
mission should release the report to 
the public.

“The report isn’t top secret,” she 
said. “If it’s released, people will 
know whether the commission is 
fair or not.”

Ye Mon

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

‘We interrogated the 
men wearing the red 
armbands and other 
witnesses of the 
March 5 incident.’

U Saw Tun Aung Myint 
Commission secretary

Commission’s findings presented to president but have not been released to public 
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Hospitals wary of emergency cases

DESPITE the adoption last year of a 
law requiring private hospitals and 
clinics to treat emergency cases regard-
less of whether a police report could be 
involved, many facilities continue to 
turn away patients in such cases, or are 
unaware of the new guidelines.

The Emergency Care and Treatment 
Law enacted last December requires 
both public and private hospitals to pri-
oritise patients who require emergency 
care. According to the law, if a private 
hospital admits a patient in need of 
emergency care, the hospital must en-
sure that the patient is stable before 
transferring them to a public hospital.

This provision is intended to rem-
edy a commonplace practice where 
private hospitals await a police report 
before offering treatment to a patient 
in need of emergency care. The delay 
can – and has – endangered lives, ac-
cording to health professionals. 

“In the past, if the police were in-
volved in a case – a stabbing, traffic 
accident or mugging – no one in a 
private hospital would touch it,” said 
one foreign doctor, who requested 
anonymity. 

“The patient had to be sent straight 
to a public hospital, which would then 
inform the police,” he said.

Confusion still surrounds the issue, 
according to the doctor, and private 
hospitals remain reluctant to accept 
patients involved in police matters 
and also wary of having to later serve 
as a witness.

When Spanish tourist Carlos Perez 

was attacked in a violent mugging out-
side Bago at the end of February, he 
experienced some of the repercussions 
of the holdover attitudes toward emer-
gency cases.

While Perez was admitted to Yangon 
General Hospital for initial treatment, 
according to friends who were with 
him, he left the hospital without be-
ing officially discharged. He was then  

rejected by two private hospitals be-
fore finally being admitted by a third.

Perez isn’t the only patient needing 
emergency treatment who recently 
struggled to get care at a private facil-
ity. Dr Htoo Maung Ohn, medical di-
rector of the Emergency Department 
at Parami Hospital, recalled a South 
Korean man who was hit by a car in 
Yangon. 

According to Dr Htoo Maung Ohn, 
the man was admitted to a public hos-
pital, but was later discharged by his 
family because of the poor quality of 
treatment. He was then rejected by 
some private hospitals before Dr Htoo 
Maung Ohn was contacted to address 
the man’s serious injuries.

“The new law says that anyone can 
treat a trauma case. Even if you are a 

bystander, you have to take the patient 
to hospital,” he said. 

According to the December law, 
obstructing a hospital-bound patient 
is punishable by a US$100 fine and a 
year in prison.

“At many hospitals, people might 
be aware of the law, but they are not 
ready to treat patients in emergency 
cases, or they are afraid of being 
mixed up in a legal case. But hospitals 
have to act in the best interests of the  
patient,” he said. 

With just three government-run 
hospitals equipped with emergency 
rooms and emergency specialists, the 
public sector also doesn’t have the ca-
pacity to take all the emergency cases, 
said Dr Maw Oo, emergency medicine 
specialist at Yangon General’s Emer-
gency Department where about one-
quarter of the cases involve police 
reports. 

Dr Maw Oo, who was involved in 
the emergency care law’s drafting pro-
cess, said that while the law to transi-
tion some of the case load to the pri-
vate sector has been introduced, the 
by-laws have not yet been enacted to 
bring the provisions into full force. 

Funding also needs to be allocated 
to implement the law, which promises 
compensation to those who transfer 
emergency patients to the hospital.

“The law is designed to support 
the smooth transfer of emergency pa-
tients to public and private hospitals,” 
he said. But he also acknowledged that 
more work is needed before the legal 
provisions become common practice 
and patients urgently needing medical 
attention don’t routinely get turned 
out in the cold anymore.

Oliver Slow
Shwe Yee Saw Myint
newsroom@mmtimes.com

People walk past the entrance to Yangon General Hospital’s emergency room. Photo: Boothee
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Views

THE modern Western un-
derstanding of Buddhism 
is sometimes in conflict 
with those forms of Bud-
dhism practised in Asia. 

There is the expectation that all 
Buddhists – monks and laypeople – 
will regularly engage in meditation. 
For those who practise Buddhism in 
the West, meditation is an essential 
element. Buddhism will often be 
described as a spiritual path, more 
of a philosophy than a religion. This 
representation of Buddhism has be-
come so entrenched in the modern 
Western imagination that it is not 
usually challenged. 

Modern forms of Buddhism 
popularly practised in the West are 
not always concerned with important 
themes prominent in Asian Bud-
dhism. Modern Buddhism lessens the 
focus on cosmology and the protec-
tive value of the Buddha and his 
teachings. Instead, it emphasises the 
rational and scientific aspects. The 
claim is often made that Buddhism 
is essentially scientific and rational, 
although the validity of this claim is 
far from clear. In a sense, our modern 
understanding of Buddhism is based 
on what Buddhists say they do, rather 
than on what they actually do.

The term used to describe this 
phenomenon is “Protestant Bud-
dhism” because it resembles many of 
the key features of Protestant Chris-
tianity following the bias of many 
original scholars of Buddhism. This 
romantic notion has influenced much 
of our understanding of Buddhism 
since the late 19th century.

The defining characteristic of Prot-
estant Buddhism is the importance 
given to the laity and the subsequent 
lessening of the importance of the 
Sangha, the Buddhist monastics. The 
laity is given this enhanced impor-
tance and this is arguably somewhat 
different from all previous forms of 
Buddhism. This movement is then lay 
in leadership.

Another feature of Protestant 
Buddhism is a suspicion of hierar-
chies. By this I mean that it focuses 
on a supposed egalitarian philosophy 
in Buddhism. Buddhism, in this 
understanding, has no religious elites 
in the Sangha who are closer to Nib-
bana than other members of Buddhist 
society. All are of an equal standing 
on the religious path. In Buddhist 
culture there is a structure in which 
the monastic is a field of merit and 
on the path to Nibbana, and the lay-
person aspires for a future rebirth in 
which the life of the monastic might 
be possible.

As I have said, Buddhism in 
this modern manifestation is all 
about meditation. Meditation is the 
essential practice of the modern 
Buddhist. However, traditionally lay 
Buddhists did not meditate. Those 
who wished to do so became monks, 
and even then relatively few monks 
devoted their lives to meditation. In 
Protestant Buddhism, as pioneers 
in its description like Richard Gom-
brich have explained, meditation 
is learned from a book, not from a 
teacher.

 Protestant Buddhism tends 
toward a type of fundamentalism that 
is sometimes in conflict with tradi-
tional forms of Buddhism. It teaches 
that Nibbana is a goal that can be 
achieved in this life, rather than being 
a distant aspiration. The layperson 
can strive toward Nibbana and is not 
dependent on the monastic for either 
religious instruction or merit.

Also, Protestant Buddhism has the 
persistent mantra that the Buddha 
was an ordinary man who overcame 
all suffering. In conflict with this 
understanding is the traditional idea 
that a Buddha is not an ordinary 
human being. A Buddha lives for 
countless lives as an animal, a human 
or a god in order to generate enough 
merit to be born a person who can 
become a Buddha.

An interesting feature of Protes-
tant Buddhism is its use of certain 
symbols that are relatively new in 
Buddhist history. Notable among 
these is the so-called Buddhist flag 
(sometimes called the sasana flag). 
This flag, well known throughout 
Buddhist Asia, was designed by a Sri 
Lankan, JR de Silva, and an Ameri-
can, Henry S Olcott, to mark the 
revival of Buddhism in Ceylon, now 
Sri Lanka, in 1880. One could say it is 
an anti-colonial or even an American 
invention. It was accepted as the in-
ternational Buddhist flag by the 1952 
World Buddhist Congress. The flag 
itself is an uncomfortable creation, if 

I can use these terms, involving many 
historical, political and religious 
ideas.

The primary text of Protestant 
Buddhism is the Kalama-sutta with 
its supposed scientific and empirical 
advice to rely on “reason” and “logic” 
in the search for truth and salva-
tion. The text is often described as 
containing the Buddha’s advice on the 
superiority of reason and scientific 
enquiry. However, this is a highly 
selective reading of the text, which 
more correctly focuses on the nature 
of ethical and wholesome actions.

U Nu, the first prime minister of in-
dependent Burma, was a devout Bud-
dhist, but his understanding of Bud-
dhism shows many of the trademark 
themes of “Protestant Buddhism”. 

In interviews, U Nu described 
his understanding of his faith. He 
explained that many practices, such 
as making offerings, acquiring merit 

and performing acts to counteract ill 
luck, are not important parts of what 
Buddhism is really about. For U Nu, 
the focus of Buddhism is meditation 
“which will deliver one from all suf-
fering”. U Nu stated that he became a 
“true Buddhist” only when he learned 
that “the truths of Buddhism can 
be tested” as in the selective read-
ing of the Kalama-sutta. He stated 
that the Buddha said, “You must not 
believe anything that you cannot test 
yourself.”

In this sense, Buddhism is not 
based on a set of true doctrines, 
but a set of theories comparable to 
scientific theories that can be empiri-
cally tested and accepted or rejected. 
One is a “genuine Buddhist” when 
one understands Buddhism in this 

way, and this is what attracted U Nu 
to Buddhism. Doctrines are tested in 
meditation. Further, meditation need 
not take place in a monastery but can 

be practised at home. One need not 
be a monk to meditate. However, in 
his private practice it is well known 
that U Nu practised more devotional 
forms of Buddhism.

U Nu also argued that anyone 
can become a Buddha – a version 
of the “Buddha was an ordinary 
man” or “the scientific Buddha” 
idea explored most recently by the 
American scholar Donald Lopez. 
Buddhism is reduced to a set of 
key theories that are comparable to 
scientific ones, and the Buddha to 
an ordinary man, not a perfected 
ethical being.

In some ways, none of these 
tendencies that are prominent in 
Protestant Buddhism are surprising. 
However, one must stress that the 
rational, scientific, egalitarian version 
of Buddhism is a recent phenomenon 
emphasising themes either latent, or 
more likely unimportant, in tradi-
tional forms of Buddhism. At worst, 
they might be incredibly misleading 
and perplexing to those observing 
Buddhism as practised in Asia and 
lead us to ridicule elements in Asian 
Buddhism that are not scientific, 
rational and egalitarian.

In the current religious climate, 
such preconceived notions about 
the nature of Buddhism might lead 
observers to misunderstand the un-
derlying reasons that explain why one 
can be involved in blasphemy against 
Buddhist sacred objects.

Paul 
Fuller

newsroom@mmtimes.com

‘Protestant Buddhism’ of the West 
emphasises scientific over monastic

A monk marks the full moon day of Kason by pouring water on a Budddha image at Shwedagon Pagoda. Photo: AFP

U Nu explained that many practices, such 
as making offerings, acquiring merit and 
performing acts to counteract ill luck, are 
not important parts of what Buddhism is 
really about.

The Western conception of Buddhism differs significantly from the manner in which the religion has been practised for centuries in Asia
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Business

A LOW-INTENSITY conflict in areas of 
Kayin State has not reduced bilateral 
trade, with the latest Ministry of Com-
merce figures showing a recent upsurge 
in commerce with nearby Thailand.

The trading gates including the 
Myawaddy crossing are periodi-
cally shut by either side. Most re-
cently, The Bangkok Post last week 
said, Myanmar soldiers closed ports 
on the Moei river in retaliation 
for tightened oil transport control 
on the Thai side, though the main 
bridge crossing remain opened.

The closure lasted only about a 
day, though, before commerce was 
restarted.

Previous closures, such as some 
in 2011, lasted much longer, more 
severely affecting trade volumes 
and leading to more complaints 
from traders.

Ministry of Commerce sources 
have also said previously that some 
armed ethnic groups are involved 
in trade, allowing for transport to 
cross the border at points they con-
trol in return for a fee.

U Khin Zaw Oo, a resident of 
Myawaddy border town and well-
known local writer, said trade seems 
to be consistent except on the odd 
occasion the border is closed.

“There are some conflicts and 
the gates close temporarily, but this 
hasn’t had a large impact on trade 
so far,” he said.

U Khin Zaw Oo added the clos-
ing border can be a larger problem 
for visitors hoping to pass through.

Even with the difficulties, official 
figures show an increase in cross-
border commerce with Thailand.

Ministry of Commerce figures 
show border trade between the two 
countries totalled US$800 million 
in 2014-15 fiscal year, an increase of 
about one-third on 2013-14 figures 
of about $600 million. Myanmar ex-
ports far less than it imports, hav-
ing shipped $179 million worth of 
goods to Thailand in the fiscal year 

ending yesterday. 
U Win Myint, director of the 

ministry’s Trade Promotion Depart-
ment, said that while trade is in-
creasing, there is still a large prob-
lem with illegal commerce.

“We have found that trade is in-
creasing, but the situation [of ille-
gal trade] is not getting better,” said 
U Win Myint. “We find more illegal 
trade and some trade participants 
avoid paying tax.”

Ministry of Commerce adviser 
U Maung Aung said Thailand’s of-
ficial statistics show trade is about 
nine times larger than Myanmar’s 
statistics show, indicating Myanmar 
needs to do more to control illegal 
trade.

There are also 19 official border 
gates in Thailand, but only four in 
Myanmar connecting with its east-
ern neighbor – Myawaddy in Kayin 

State, Myeik and Kawthaung in 
Tanintharyi Region, and Tachileik 
in Shan State.

There are also a number of unof-
ficial routes between the two coun-
tries, as much of the border area is 
sparsely inhabited – or observed by 
authorities.

Thousands of tonnes of agricul-
tural products, particularly rubber, 
are thought to be illegally shipped 
to Thailand. 

In return, unregulated products, 
including some unsafe foods and 
drugs, enter without barriers.

“The figures from the two sides 
are different every year,” he said. U 
Maung Aung added there are plans 
such as increasing the number of 
legal border crossings to increase 
legitimate commerce.

A route to the Thai border will 
be opened at Phayathonesu in Kay-

in State, while another gate will be 
opened in Kayah State.

In addition, a new road to the 
Myawaddy crossing will be opened 

in the next few months which will 
significantly decrease transporta-
tion time to as little as 45 minutes. 
It can currently take half a day to 
make the trip.

“Trade with the Thai border will 
hopefully increase to be as much as 
border trade with China after all the 
plans have finished,” he said. China 
is by far the largest source of over-
land trade with Myanmar, consti-
tuting about 80pc of the total, while 
Thailand is next at 15pc.

Ministry of Commerce director 
U Win Myint said the Myawaddy 
crossing will also be equipped with 
X-ray machines and scales in a bid 
to decrease the amount of time it 
takes to check out cargo. He said it 
could be decreased to as little as 15 
minutes, from the current norm of 
two to three hours, assuming 650 
trucks crossing a day.

Trade with Thailand strong despite 
closures, though smuggling persists

Aye Thidar 
Kyaw

ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

BEST Western International yes-
terday opened its hotel near China-
town, the second Yangon hotel for 
the Arizona-based brand.

It aims to take advantage of the 
rising number of international trav-
ellers to the country, according to a 
press release yesterday.

“Myanmar is one the world’s 
most exciting emerging destina-
tions and we are delighted to 
launch the Best Western Chinatown 
Hotel,” said Ron Pohl, Best Western 
International’s senior vice president 

of brand management and member 
services.

The Best Western Chinatown 
Hotel is located at the intersec-
tion of Anawratha and Lanmadaw 
Roads in Latha township. 

It boasts 91 rooms, including 
international-standard amenities 
such as minibars, tea and coffee 
making facilities, free WiFi, and 
bathtubs.

“International visitor arrivals to 
the country are increasing expo-
nentially, and as Myanmar’s largest 
city and economic hub, Yangon is at 
the very heart of this growth,” said 
Mr Pohl in the release. 

“The launch of this exciting ho-
tel will provide travellers with an-
other modern, international accom-
modation option in the heart of the 
city.”

Best Western was one of the first 
international hotel groups to enter, 
and re-enter, Myanmar, after the 
country opened up to international 
community.

It launched its Best Western 
Green Hill Hotel in Yangon in late 
2013. 

The company has also an-
nounced plans for new hotel open-
ings in Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw 
in the near future. 

Best Western opens second property 
in Yangon near Chinatown
zaw win than
zawwinthan@gmail.com

A car travels through the Myanmar gate at the Myawaddy crossing with Thailand. Photo: Kaung Htet

‘There are some 
conflicts and 
the gates close 
temporarily, but this 
hasn’t had a large 
impact on trade so 
far.’

U Khin Zaw Oor 
Border-area resident

The Best Western hotel in 
Chinatown before its unveiling. 
Photo: Aung Khant
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Exchange Rates (March 31 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1132
K280
K748

K32
K1065

K1137
K284
K752

K33
K1070

Solar Impulse 2 in 
China after 
Mandalay stop

Ben Bernanke joins the 
blogosphere one year 
after leaving the Fed

Business 10 BUSINESS 12

A worker prepares fruit jam for export. The business faces a number of challenges, such as rising input prices. Photo: Zarni Phyo

JAM is big business in the domes-
tic market, but exporters are having 
trouble selling the fruit-based delicacy 
abroad. 

Though the product is popular in 
Bangladesh and India, the attitude of 
other potential customers can best be 
described as sticky.

The industry has no trouble ship-
ping jam out, though there are dif-
ficulties with importers, according to 
exporter Ko Kyaw Hlaing said.

“But some countries won’t accept 
it, even though our products are or-
ganic. We can export to Dubai and 
Saudi Arabia, but their quality de-
mands are high and they require cer-
tificates from the Myanmar Medical 
Association and the Food and Drugs 
Administration,” he said.

While quality is a concern, there are 
several other hurdles to clear for jam 
exporters.

Banking transfers also present a 
difficulty. For lack of direct access to 
the international banking system, ex-
porters generally use Singapore bank.

“We would have no problem if 
there was a direct banking system. 

We have to pay Singapore a lot in 
charges. KBZ can operate interna-
tionally, but not in every country,” 
said Ko Kyaw Hlaing. He added that 
transactions that pass through Amer-
ican banks can still be slow. 

“It can take six months working 
through a lawyer to get my money,” 
he said.

Financing would run smoother for 
jam businesspeople if they had more 
options. Yet moving around the money 
is far from the only problem facing jam 
exporters.

U Oo Cho, the owner of Swe Myo 
Mae fruit jams, said often the products 
are sold to foreign commodities bro-
kers, who then re-label the products 

before shipping it further.
“We can sell to foreign commodities 

brokers, but then our product turns up 
in America labelled as Thai jam.” 

Steep rises in input prices have also 
damaged exporters’ options. 

“Jam can be made from any fruit, 
but not every jam sells. We can’t 
make a profit on strawberry jam, for 

instance, because it’s so expensive,” 
said U Oo Cho.

This is the season for marian, a type 
of plum also known as maprang, but 
prices have tripled. Last year it went 
for K500 a viss (one viss equals 1.6 kg 
or 3.6 lbs), but it now costs K1500, he 
said.

U Oo Cho added that many busi-
ness people preferred to search for 
new products than to use expensive 
seasonal fruit.

“Businessmen are creative and they 
are always experimenting with new 
products instead of basing products 
on the seasons in which fruit is expen-
sive,” he said.

Traditionally handmade, jam is 
now increasingly made with machin-
ery, mostly imported from China. The 
machines are expensive and require a 
stable electricity supply. “We can get 
help with loans for new technology, 
but we would have to give a private 
bank a quarter of our earnings as col-
lateral,” he said.

Most Yangon jam companies buy 
fruit at Thiri Mingalar Market, which 
sells fruit from all over the country, 
rather than contracting directly with 
fruit farmers. 

Because of the nature of the busi-
ness, predicting supply from year to 
year is also a constant problem. 

“Fruit trees are a long-term invest-
ment. They last a long time, and peo-
ple can’t wait,” he said.

Fruit jam makers face challenges to grow exports
Myat  

Noe Oo

myatnoe.mcm@gmail.com

small business

In her public speech at Convocation 
Hall yesterday, she said there are some 
real-world examples of how financial 
inclusion improves lives and empow-
ers people. She pointed to bank ac-
counts supporting savings, crop in-
surance that helps farmers feed their 
family, secure and affordable payment 
services, and loans that allow busi-
nesses to be started or expanded.

“These simple financial tools work,” 
she said. “By making them part of peo-
ple’s everyday lives, your neighbouring 
countries have made great and last-
ing progress. In Asia and around the 
world, financial services help people 
provide better lives for their families 
and themselves.”

Some people question the impor-
tance of financial inclusion, with peo-
ple often saying “I have so little mon-
ey, why do I need financial services?” 
she said.

“In fact, most of the people I meet 
are already using financial services – 
they’re just not getting them through 
a formal provider like a bank, an in-
surance company or a microfinance 
institution. Households and busi-
nesses in Myanmar are saving, bor-
rowing and sending money informally 
because that is what is available.”

According to the Making Access to 
Finance Possible (MAP) survey and re-
port released last year, as the country 
modernises its financial sector to bet-
ter to serve its economy and people, a 
growing opportunity to extend finan-
cial services of the majority of people 
has opened up.

“The majority of citizens rely on 
unregulated providers, often at sub-
stantially higher costs than those 

offered by regulated providers, or 
family and friends to meet their 
need for financial services,” the re-
port said. 

In a short press conference after her 
speech, the queen said she would like 
to see the microfinance sector consid-
ered as part of the entire financial sec-
tor, though it caters to a specific type of 
client. “I think microfinance is playing 
a very important role for a certain point 
of view but it is still limited and needs 
to grow, and a lot more other types of 
financial services need to developed in 
the future if we want real financial in-
clusion in Myanmar,” she said.

Government officials have also 
discussed the importance of financial 
inclusion.

Speaking yesterday before Queen 
Máxima, in what he joked was the 
role of the comedian warming up the 
crowd before the main actors take the 
stage, presidential economic adviser 
U Aung Tun Thet said it is important 
to remember that financial inclusion 
means not only loans but also savings.

He added that without formal fi-
nancial inclusion, people often end up 
dealing with loan sharks.

U Aung Tun Thet also said there is 
a historical dimension to financial in-
clusion, pointing to the 1930 Saya San 
rebellion as being caused by resent-
ment against the money lenders. “We 
now call them chettiars, who were 
here lending money at exorbitant in-
terest rates,” he said.

He ended on a note claiming that 
poverty should not be looked at glob-
ally, but poverty should be reduced 
one person at a time.

Still, microfinance, often seen at 
the fore of financial inclusion, has 
been slow to develop due partly to 

government restrictions.
As previously reported by The My-

anmar Times, institutions and compa-
nies at the fore of spreading financial 
inclusion face a number of restrictions 
preventing the expansion of their ser-
vices in the country.

Microfinance institutions (MFIs) 
face tight constraints on borrowing to 
fund their operations. 

Most MFIs currently operating in 
Myanmar use their own equity to then 
lend to small-scale borrowers. How-
ever, some have expanded to the point 
where they would like to borrow more 
money from local or foreign institu-
tions to then lend to customers.

So far most loans from foreign 

sources have not be allowed by au-
thorities, as the Central Bank of My-
anmar has denied kyat-denominated 
loans from foreign sources with inter-
est rates above 10 percent a year. Rep-
resentatives from several MFIs have 
told The Myanmar Times that the real 
interest rate on these loans should be 
around 13 to 15pc, adding it should 
be up to the market to decide inter-
est rates. 

Domestic MFIs can only borrow 
from state-owned Myanma Economic 
Bank and not from commercial insti-
tutions or overseas under new rules.

Late last week, U Win Aung, direc-
tor general of the Financial Regulatory 
Department, said it is a proper use of 

the country’s money to provide loans 
through Myanma Economic Bank.

He added it is still possible to re-
ceive MFI licences, and that ceilings 
on foreign lending to the domestic 
MFI industry came from the Central 
Bank.

“MFIs receiving foreign loans in 
dollars with interest rates of 8pc and 
kyat with rates of 10pc is a Central 
Bank  decision,” he said.

Mobile payments have also been 
slower to be introduced than some 
had hoped. While laws allowing a 
bank-led model of mobile payments 
have been passed, the law for a non-
bank-led model is still not in place.

Several microfinance industry 
insiders told The Myanmar Times 
they had been canvassed for their 
perspectives on the industry in ad-
vance of Queen Máxima’s visit, with 
the understanding that some of those 
points would later be raised with sen-
ior officials.

During yesterday’s press confer-
ence, Queen Máxima said sustainabil-
ity is key for microfinance, adding it 
is important MFIs are able to access 
capital from commercial sources to 
fund their activities for years.

“Just having one donor loan that 
lasts for only two years won’t be the 
solution to cover the whole issue,” she 
said. “This is exactly the conversa-
tion we are having [on March 30 and 
March 31] about how to make [sure] 
the capital for other MFIs and other 
financial institutions are sustainable.”

She added that today she will be 
attending the unveiling of a road-
map to financial inclusion at an 
event in Nay Pyi Taw which strongly 
addresses sustainability, but also 
ability and affordability.

Queen promotes financial inclusion

Queen Máxima speaks in 
Yangon yesterday. 
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

continued from Page 1
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YANMAR  CO., LTD., of 1-9, Tsurunocho, Kita-ku, Osaka, Japan, 
is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

Reg. No. 18/1975
in respect of “Construction and Civil engineering machines and 
instruments; metal working machines; machines for handling 
cargo; for fishing; for lumbering and for wood-working; agricultural 
machines and instruments; machines tools; motors and engines; 
and parts and fittings for the above goods”.

Reg. No. 2844/1991
in respect of “Tractors and parts thereof and accessories therefor, 
diesel engines electric generators, compressors and pumps”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  YANMAR  CO.,  LTD.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1st April 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
LG Life Sciences, Ltd., a company incorporated in the Republic of 
Korea, of 92, Sinmunno 2-ga, Jongno-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 
is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

BOOSTIN
Reg. No. 12949/2011

in respect of  “Class 05:  Herbicides; insecticides; fungicides; 
pharmaceutical preparations; veterinary preparations; hormones 
for veterinary use; recombinant bovine somatotropin for increasing 
milk production and for improving the meat texture of cows”.

EUVAX  B
Reg. No. 12950/2011

in respect of “Class 05: Hepatitis B vaccine recombinant; 
antibiotics; human growth hormones; disinfectants; vitamins; HIV 
infection treatment drugs; analgesics; anti-inflammatory agents; 
anti-cancer agents; anthelmintics; antiphlogistics; pharmaceutical 
preparations for treating malignant tumors, pharmaceutical 
preparations for treating allergies; pharmaceutical preparations for 
the treatment of respiratory organs; pharmaceutical preparations 
for cell restoration; pharmaceutical preparations for digestive 
organs; Pharmaceutical preparations for the treatment of anemia; 
Pharmaceutical preparations for the treatment of arthritis; 
Pharmaceutical preparations for improving the functions of joints; 
bovine somatotropin; Insecticides; herbicides; fungicides”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  LG  Life  Sciences, Ltd.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1st April 2015

Heavy fog covers buildings in Qingdao, east China’s Shandong 
province. Falls in Chinese housing prices decelerated in March 
from the previous month, a survey showed on March 31, after 
authorities loosened mortgage and tax policies as growth in the 
world’s second-largest economy slows. Photo: AFP

IN PICTUREs

Chongqing

Solar plane lands in 
China after Mandalay
SOLAR Impulse 2 landed yesterday 
in China, the world’s biggest carbon 
emitter, completing the fifth leg of its 
landmark global circumnavigation 
powered solely by the sun.

With pilot Bertrand Piccard at 
the controls, the revolutionary plane 
landed in Chongqing airport at 1:35am 
(1735 GMT Monday) after a 20.5 hour 
flight from Myanmar, its vast wing-
span lit up by rows of lights.

The plane had been expected to 
make just a brief stop in the south-
western city and quickly travel on to 
Nanjing, about 270 kilometres (170 
miles) from Shanghai, but that was 
delayed due to weather and safety con-
cerns, with the team now expecting to 
stay a few days waiting for better con-
ditions for the trip east.

“We are tired but we are still very, 
very happy to be in Chongqing,” said 
mission engineer Michael Anger on 
the project’s website.

“In China it was demanding, this 
flight, especially for Bertrand but also 
for the team preparing two flights in a 
row and then this afternoon cancelling 

the second flight due to bad weather 
in Nanjing.”

Mr Piccard, one of the two Swiss 
pilots of the solar-powered plane, bat-
tled extreme cold as low as -20 degrees 
Celsius (-4 Fahrenheit) in the cockpit 
and the general unpredictabilities of 
flying above the mountainous Chinese 
provinces of Yunnan and Sichuan.

Flying at high altitude for most of 
the journey from Mandalay to Chong-
qing – 28,000 feet at its highest point – 
Mr Piccard had to use additional oxygen 
on the 1459-kilometre (907-mile) route.

The flight was the most difficult 
of the trip so far, Raymond Clerc, 
flight director for Solar Impulse, 
said on a video interview on the 
project’s website.

On a previous circumnavigation, 
Mr Piccard passed over China in a 
specially designed balloon, but only 
after he flew to Beijing personally to 
negotiate the trip, and with conditions 
requiring the balloon to avoid large 
swathes of the country.

The team behind Solar Impulse 2, 
which has more than 17,000 solar cells 
built into its wings, hopes to promote 
green energy with the circumnaviga-
tion attempt.

Ridiculed by the aviation in-
dustry when it was first unveiled, 
the venture has since been hailed 
around the world, including by UN 
chief Ban Ki-moon.

The plane’s maiden global circum-
navigation began in Abu Dhabi and is 
scheduled to take in 12 stops, with a to-
tal flight time of around 25 days spread 
over five months.

 – AFP

‘We are tired but 
we are still very, 
very happy to be in 
Chongqing.’

Michael Anger 
Mission engineer

Swiss pilots Andre Borschberg (left) 
and Bertrand Piccard of Solar Impulse 
2 wave to the media after landing in 
Chongqing airport. Photo: AFP

HIGH TECH





12 International Business THE MYANMAR TIMES April 1, 2015

Tokyo

JAPAN yesterday ruled out any im-
mediate plan to join the Beijing-
backed Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AIIB), categorically 
denying a news report that its am-
bassador to China said Tokyo is like-
ly to take part.

The Financial Times reported 
that Masato Kitera, Tokyo’s envoy in 
Beijing, said in an interview Japan is 
likely to join the AIIB within a few 
months, a move that would leave 
Washington as the only big holdout.

But Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshi-
hide Suga said yesterday the ambassa-
dor had not made any such comment 
and Japan’s position on the AIIB had 
not changed.

“I have been informed that it is not 
true that Ambassador Kitera made 
such remarks forecasting [Japan’s] 
participation,” Mr Suga told a news 
conference.

The report comes just before the 
end-March deadline China has set for 
participation in the bank as a found-
ing member.

Australia, Britain, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Russia have all said 
they intend to join the Beijing-head-
quartered US$50 billion institution, 
despite scepticism in Washington 
and Tokyo. China’s neighbour and 
long-time foe Taiwan said on March 
30 it would also make a formal ap-
plication to join. “Japan is dubious 
about whether [the AIIB] would 
be properly governed or whether it 

would damage other creditors,” Mr 
Suga said. Japan is a key player in 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
which would be a rival.

“Anyway, I think it’s impossible 
for Japan to take part today,” the 
government’s top spokesperson said, 
adding that Tokyo would work to-
gether with Washington, its top ally, 
and other countries to ask Beijing 
for clarification.

The new multinational lender is 
seen as a threat to the World Bank 
and the ADB, two institutions that 
are heavily influenced by the US and 
Japan.

Washington has been left increas-
ingly isolated in its opposition to the 
AIIB, which opponents claim could 
end up as a Chinese vehicle that has 
low standards on governance, the en-
vironment and social issues.

President Barack Obama’s ad-
ministration has waged an intense 
but low-profile lobbying campaign 
against it, but has watched with frus-
tration as allies around the world pile 
in, with some hoping to curry favour 
in Beijing and others not wanting to 
miss out on a lucrative part of the 
world.

China is expected to foot the 
bulk of the initial money needed to 
get the AIIB started, with donations 
from other members set to increase 
the size of the overall fund to more 
than $100 billion. 

– AFP

Japan will not join 
Beijing-backed bankFORMER US Federal Reserve chair 

Ben Bernanke returned to public de-
bate over economic policy on March 
30 with the launch of his own blog, a 
year after leaving the Fed.

“Now that I’m a civilian again, I 
can once more comment on economic 
and financial issues without my words 
being put under the microscope by 
Fed watchers,” Mr Bernanke said on 
the blog, hosted by his new home the 
Brookings Institution, the Washing-
ton think tank.

Mr Bernanke, who led the Fed 
through the worst economic crisis in 
the country since the 1930s, launched 
in to a discussion that dogged him in 
his last years, the impact of ultra-low 
interest rates on the income of retir-
ees on interest on their savings.

“When I was chairman, more than 
one legislator accused me and my 

colleagues on the Fed’s policy-setting 
Federal Open Market Committee of 
‘throwing seniors under the bus’” by 
keeping rates low, he said.

But he argued – as he has for many 
years – that interest rate policy has to 
address the strength of the economy, 
and coming out of the Great Reces-
sion of 2008-09 required low rates to 
support growth.

“Ultimately, the best way to im-
prove the returns attainable by savers 
was to do what the Fed actually did: 
keep rates low (closer to the low equi-
librium rate), so that the economy 
could recover and more quickly reach 

the point of producing healthier in-
vestment returns,” he argued. Mr Ber-
nanke stressed that his “opinions are 
my own and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of my former colleagues at 
the Fed”.  But the opening post served 
as a defence of the policies of his close 
ally and successor as Fed chair, Janet 
Yellen, who has kept the benchmark 
federal funds rate at zero, where Mr 
Bernanke put it at the end of 2008. 

The debate over the low rate 
“sounds very textbook-y, but failure to 
understand this point has led to some 
confused critiques of Fed policy”, Mr 
Bernanke said. – AFP

WASHINGTON

Ben Bernanke begins blogging

‘I can once more 
comment on 
economic and 
financial issues 
without my words 
being put under the 
microscope.’

Ben Bernanke 
Former head of US Federal Reserve

Ben Bernanke. Photo: AFP

WITH its dignity battered by six years 
of “humiliation” at the hands of its in-
ternational creditors, cash-strapped 
Greece is turning to folk music and pat-
riotism to restore its injured national 
pride.

Since taking power in January on a 
wave of anti-austerity sentiment, Prime 
Minister Alexis Tsipras has repeatedly 
hammered home his intention to do 
whatever is necessary to restore the na-
tion’s self respect.

Now, as the country’s creditors pres-
sure the government to enact unpopu-
lar reforms, analysts say the govern-
ment is cultivating patriotic feeling at 
home as a counter-weight.

“With dance and traditional garb, 
we will show our [EU] peers that our 
people are united and sovereign,” said 
Panos Kammenos, the leader of the 
Independent Greeks party, the govern-
ment’s junior coalition partner, ahead 
of this year’s annual Independence Day 
military parade.

The event on March 25 was accom-
panied for the first time in decades by 
folk music and dancing.

“It will send a message abroad that 
we are a sovereign state whose people, 
united, demand respect to their nation-
al sovereignty,” Mr Kammenos added.

The policy has attracted derision in 
some quarters. “Dignity above all else,” 
centrist To Vima weekly sneered in a 
recent editorial.

Since it cannot be won back through 
economics and politics, “we take refuge 
in rhetoric and history”, the weekly said.

Analysts, however, say the new pol-
icy is a concession to Mr Kammenos, 
who heads the defence ministry and is 
known for his chest-thumping on na-
tional matters.

He had helped Mr Tsipras cover a 
two-seat shortage facing the radicals 
for an absolute 151-seat majority in par-
liament. In an interview this month, he 
praised Mr Kammenos’ party as a “con-
sistent anti-austerity force”.

“There is definitely an unofficial 
deal between Syriza and ANEL: the for-
mer are given a free hand on economic 
policy while the latter takes precedence 
on patriotic issues,” political scientist 
Filippa Chatzistavrou said. 

In addition to keeping Mr Tsipras’ 
junior coalition partner happy, the pa-
triotic shift also taps into a deep-rooted 
Greek sentiment of victimisation, ac-
cording to researcher Elias Dinas.

“The Greek system of education, 
which is quite heavily focused on na-
tional history, increases the feeling of 
victimisation,” said Mr Dinas, an as-
sociate professor of politics at Oxford 
University.

Among many here, there is also 
the feeling that Greeks deserve better 
owing to the cultural achievements of 
their forebears in antiquity, Athens Uni-
versity political scientist Dimitris Soti-
ropoulos said.

Greek public opinion “is responsive 
to being told that Greece should be 
treated differently, that it deserves bet-
ter,” he said.

“It is a long-standing trait, stem-
ming from a centuries-old attempt to 
link modern Greek identity to that of 

antiquity, which is deemed superior,” 
he adds.

Greek history has no shortage of 
foreign oppressors – from the Ottoman 
Empire that ruled the land for nearly 
four centuries to the Germans, Italians 
and Bulgarians that shared the country 
between them during World War II, 
committing several atrocities.

More recently, the Americans were 
vilified for helping install a brutal sev-
en-year army dictatorship from 1967-
1974.

The legacy of Nazi Germany’s pain-
ful four-year occupation of Greece con-
tinues to test relations between Athens 
and Berlin today.

Mr Tsipras and other senior mem-
bers of his party have strongly criti-
cised Germany’s adherence to austerity, 
which they say has plunged Europe into 
a deflationary spiral.

Further straining the climate, Greek 
newspapers have often depicted Ger-
mans as oppressors in Nazi uniform.

One recent cartoon in the Greek rul-
ing party daily Avgi, showing German 
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble 
discussing what to do with the fat and 
ashes of Greeks in a reference to the 
Holocaust, prompted an official com-
plaint from Berlin.

The latest blow came when the 
country’s justice minister said he was 

prepared to activate a 15-year-old Su-
preme Court ruling authorising the sei-
zure of German property in Greece to 
pay for wartime reparations.

In an effort to calm tempers, Mr 
Tsipras this week held his first official 
visit to Berlin for talks with Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel and other senior 
officials.

The talks made a difference, Ger-
man Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier said afterward.

“I am pleased that the tone in the 
German-Greek talks in recent days has 
clearly changed and clearly improved,” 
Mr Steinmeier said. 

– AFP

Patriotism soothes economic wounds
Athens

A man takes a Greek flag from a pole in Athens following a parade. Photo: AFP

‘The Greek system 
of education, which 
is quite heavily 
focused on national 
history, increases 
the feeling of 
victimisation.’

Elias Dinas 
Oxford University
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TAIWAN’S tech giant Hon Hai Preci-
sion Industry, a major supplier to Ap-
ple, saw its profit rise 22.34 percent 
in 2014 due to demand for larger-
screen iPhones. 

But its share price dropped yes-
terday as analysts fear a slowdown in 
orders.

The profit boost for Hon Hai – also 
known as Foxconn – reflects Apple’s 
booming iPhone sales, which saw the 
US firm’s quarterly profit rocket to 
a record US$18 billion at the end of 
last year, with its large-screen iPhone 
models especially popular in China.

Hon Hai is the world’s largest 
computer components manufacturer 
and assembles products for Apple – 
including the iPhone series – as well 
as Sony and Nokia. Nearly half of 
Hon Hai’s revenue is generated by or-
ders from Apple.

Its net profit was Tw$130.5 bil-
lion ($4.2 billion) last year, compared 

with Tw$106.7 billion a year before, 
while revenue grew 6.6pc to Tw$4.2 
trillion, the company said in a state-
ment late on March 30.

In the three months to December, 
its profit totalled Tw$56.7 billion, a 
spike of 33.09pc from the same peri-
od last year when it reported a profit 
of Tw$42.6 billion.

But its share prices ended down 
2.55pc yesterday, with analysts pre-
dicting a slowdown in the face of in-
creased competition from suppliers.

“Its profit was better than expect-
ed. Its capability to handle the huge 
influx of orders from Apple in such 
a short time enabled it to enjoy a 
higher margin,” said Vincent Chen of 
Yuanta Investment Consulting.

But he added, “We remain con-
cerned about the risk of iPhone al-
location loss going forward, which 
may cap its earnings momentum and 
valuation.

“How to offset the loss of iPhone 
orders and keep growing would be a 
huge challenge to Hon Hai this year.”

Analysts have predicted a drop in 
orders for 2015.

Mr Chen estimated that Hon Hai, 
facing stiff competition from firms 
like homegrown rival Pegatron, may 
receive 69pc of iPhone orders this 
year, down from about 87pc in 2014.

Hon Hai shares were at one point 
trading down 3.2pc yesterday, the 
biggest intraday decline since Decem-
ber 1, according to Bloomberg News.

The decrease was on concerns 
that Apple orders may have peaked, 
Bloomberg said.

With Apple diversifying its supply 
chains, Hon Hai has been branching 
out into other businesses, including 
providing 4G telecom services in Tai-
wan and investing in a South Korean 
information technology services pro-
vider. – AFP

DUTCH electronics giant Philips 
said yesterday it was selling a 
majority stake in its LED and car 
lighting arm to a consortium led 
by China-based GO Scale Capital 
investment fund in a deal worth 
US$2.8 billion.

“Philips [yesterday] announced 
that it has signed an agreement 
with a consortium led by GO Scale 
Capital through which they will 
acquire an 80.1 percent interest in 
Philips’ combined LED components 
and automotive lighting business,” 
the Amsterdam-based Philips said 
yesterday.

“Philips expects to receive cash 
proceeds, before tax and transac-
tion related costs, of approximately 
US$2.8 billion (2.5 billion euros),” it 
said in a statement.

Philips last year announced it 
would split in two, separating its 
healthcare-lifestyle arm from its 
historic lighting section in a move 
aimed at streamlining the 120-year-
old business.

After the sale, to be completed 
in the third quarter of the year, 
Philips will retain a 19.9pc share in 
the business, yesterday’s statement 
said.

The new company will be named 
Lumileds, Philips said.

“We are convinced that together 
with GO Scale Capital, Lumileds 
can grow further, attract more 
customers and increase scale as a 
stand-alone company,” Philips chief 
executive Frans van Houten said.

Founded in 1891, Netherlands-
based Philips employs around 
112,000 people worldwide.

GO Scale Capital is a new invest-
ment fund sponsored by GSR Ven-
tures and Oak Investment Partners 
with offices in Beijing, Hong Kong 
and Silicon Valley. – AFP

Tech giant sees profits 
rise but shares drop

Philips sells controlling 
stake in LED, car lights

TaipeiFrankfurt
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INSURERS are setting aside 
US$300 million (279 million euros) 
in provisions for the air crash in the 
French Alps that killed 150 people, 
a spokesperson for German airline 
Lufthansa said yesterday.

The sum includes financial com-
pensation for the families of the 
people who died and the cost of 
the Airbus A320 jet itself, which 
belonged to the low-cost carrier 
Germanwings, a spokesperson for 
parent company Lufthansa said.

She was confirming a corre-
sponding report in the financial 
daily Handelsblatt.

The current list price of an Air-
bus A320 jet is $93.9 million.

According to Handelsblatt, the 
consortium of insurers is headed by 
German giant Allianz. 

When contacted, Allianz was not 

immediately prepared to comment.
The Germanwings flight en 

route from Barcelona to Duessel-
dorf crashed a week ago. 

Investigators evaluating voice 
recorder data say co-pilot Andreas 
Lubitz apparently locked his cap-
tain out of the cockpit and slammed 
the plane into the side of a French 
mountain.

The flight crashed at a speed of 
700 kilometres (430 miles) an hour, 
instantly killing all on board.

On March 30, the director of 
operations at Germanwings, Oli-
ver Wagner, had said that the com-
pany would immediately compen-
sate each family with 50,000 euros 
($54,000).

This sum would not be deducted 
from any final compensation deal. 

– AFP

$300 million set aside 
for Germanwings 
crash compensation

IN PICTUREs

Photo: AFP

An Indian labourer walks between piles of mangoes at a fruit 
market on the outskirts of Hyderabad yesterday. 

 BILLION US$ 

2.8
Value of the stake Philips has sold to 
a consortium of Chinese investors, 

according to a statement

Gendarmes and investigative teams return on March 30 to Seyne-les-Alpes from 
the crash site of the Germanwings Airbus A320. Photo: AFP
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RANCAEKEK

WEARING gas masks and designer 
dresses, models paraded down a 
catwalk against a backdrop of pol-
luted, rubbish-strewn paddy fields 
in central Indonesia, a colourful 
condemnation of the fashion indus-
try’s role in causing environmental  
devastation.

The women marched up and 
down in black rubber boots on a run-
way of wooden planks to dance mu-
sic, brandishing banners that read 
“Say no to fashion with a toxic trail”.

The show, put on by environ-
mental group Greenpeace and local 
designers, was aimed at highlight-
ing the destruction caused by textile 
factories, including many producing 
clothes for global brands, that have 
for years been spewing industrial 
waste into the country’s waterways. 

“Greenpeace urges the industry 
to stop polluting the environment 

with hazardous chemicals,” said the 
group’s campaigner Ahmad Ashov 
Birry, who organised the event. 

“We urge the government to take 
stern action against the polluters 
and strengthen regulations related 
to the management of hazardous 
chemicals for a toxic-free future.” 

Last week’s show took place at 
Rancaekek, part of the Citarum 
River Basin on Java island, which is 
the heart of the Indonesian textile 
industry. 

The area was named as one of 
the 10 most polluted places on Earth 
in 2013 by environmental groups 
the Blacksmith Institute and Green 
Cross Switzerland. 

The groups found a wide range 
of toxins – including aluminium and 
manganese – in the river, which sup-
plies much of the water to the capital 
Jakarta. 

In Rancaekek alone, more than 
1200 hectares (3000 acres) of paddy 
fields have been polluted, according 
to Greenpeace.

The show was part of a Green-
peace campaign called Detox, which 
has been running since 2011 and is 
aimed at getting well-known brands 
to ensure that their suppliers do not 
release hazardous chemicals into the 
environment. 

Big names such as Spain’s Zara 
and Germany’s Adidas have commit-
ted to the campaign.

Rivers and crops have been poi-
soned by pollution across the vast 
Indonesian archipelago by a wide 
range of industries, from manufac-
turing to mining. 

More than 100 million Indone-
sians, out of a population of 250 mil-
lion, have no access to safe water, ac-
cording to Greenpeace. – AFP

Fashion lifts mask on ‘toxic trail’
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Malaysian man to hang over UK 
medical student murders in Borneo
A MALAYSIAN court convicted and 
sentenced a local fishmonger to death 
yesterday for the murder of two Brit-
ish medical students last year, his de-
fence lawyer said.

Zulkipli Abdullah, 24, was found 
guilty of stabbing to death Neil Dalton 
and Aidan Brunger in the city of Kuch-
ing last August after an argument in 
a bar.

“He was found guilty. The judge ac-
cepted the testimonies of the prosecu-
tion witnesses,” Mr Zulkipli’s lawyer 
Anthony Tai said.

The two victims, both 22 years old, 
were students from Britain’s Newcas-
tle University who were on a six-week 
work placement with a local hospital 
in the city, located in Borneo island’s 
Sarawak state.

Police have said the two students 
were found dead on the morning of 
August 6 following an argument with 

several local men that began in a 
Kuching bar.

Five Malaysian men were later 
arrested but only Mr Zulkipli was 
charged.

Police had said earlier that the 
four others would not face charges 
but would appear as prosecution  

witnesses.
Mr Zulkipli faces death by hanging.
Mr Tai said the case would be  

appealed.
During the trial, Mr Zulkipli had 

said he was involved in a fight with 
the British students but denied killing 
them, according to Malaysian media 
reports.

Violent crime against tourists and 
expatriates is generally rare in the 
Muslim-majority Southeast Asian 
country. But some recent incidents 
have sullied that image.

Malaysian police in June last year 
found the body of a 34-year-old British 
tourist on the resort island of Tioman. 
The case is still being investigated.

A month later, a court sentenced 
to death a Malaysian shopkeeper for 
the killing of a French female tourist 
in 2011, also on Tioman. 

– AFP

Indonesian models wearing gas masks prepare for a fashion show in a polluted river basin in Rancaekek district near 
Citarum river located in western Java island on March 22. Photo: AFP

‘[They] asked 
us to improve 
our systems. I 
understand we 
have to improve 
urgently.’

Prajin Juntong  
Thai transport minister 

Prajin Juntong
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Japanese gay couple Hiroko Masuhara (left) and Koyuki Higashi smile as Tokyo’s Shibuya 
ward said it would issue “partnership” certificates to homosexual partners at the Shibuya 
ward office in Tokyo on March 31. The municipality heard from local residents and workers 
that gay couples often have difficulty renting apartments and are stopped by hospitals from 
visiting loved ones because they do not have officially recognised family relationships. 

THAI authorities have said they 
would use special powers under 
junta rule to “urgently” improve 
airline safety as several carriers 
face bans on new international 
flights following concerns raised 
by a UN aviation agency.

The International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO), a United 
Nations body, recently reported 
“significant safety concerns” to 
Thailand’s Department of Civil 
Aviation (DCA) after an audit ear-
lier in the year.

In response Japan last week 
blocked new flights from Thailand 
in a move affecting charter servic-
es by budget carriers Thai AirAsia 
X and NokScoot as well as Asia At-
lantic Airlines, the DCA said, add-
ing existing flights would not be 
impacted.

Flag carrier Thai Airways has 
also been hit, saying in a statement 
on its Facebook page on March 28 
that two charter flights scheduled 
for Japan next month had been  
affected.

At a press conference on 
March 30 junta chief and premier  
Prayut Chan-O-Cha told reporters 
he would use section 44 of the in-
terim constitution, imposed after 

he seized power from an elected 
government last May and which 
gives him absolute powers over 
legislative, executive and judicial 
decisions, to expedite safety im-
provements.

“We have to accept that we are 
losing revenue from this, I am seri-
ous about solving the problem,” he 
said.

In what appears to be a grow-
ing fallout of the ICAO decision a 
transport ministry official, deputy 
permanent secretary Voradej 
Harnprasert, told reporters that 
airlines including Thai Airways 

Thailand admits ‘urgent’ need 
to improve aviation safety

‘He was found guilty. 
The judge accepted 
the testimonies of 
the prosecution 
witnesses.’

Anthony Tal 
Lawyer for the accused
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Japanese gay couple Hiroko Masuhara (left) and Koyuki Higashi smile as Tokyo’s Shibuya 
ward said it would issue “partnership” certificates to homosexual partners at the Shibuya 
ward office in Tokyo on March 31. The municipality heard from local residents and workers 
that gay couples often have difficulty renting apartments and are stopped by hospitals from 
visiting loved ones because they do not have officially recognised family relationships. 

Thailand admits ‘urgent’ need 
to improve aviation safety

and Nok Air may also face a poten-
tial ban on new flights from Seoul 
and Beijing. It was not immediate-
ly possible to confirm these bans.

Mr Prayut also said that he had 
raised the aviation safety issue 
with the Japanese prime minister 
and the South Korean president on 
the sidelines of the funeral of Sin-
gapore’s founding father Lee Kuan 
Yew on March 29.

The UN body has flagged sev-
eral safety concerns including 
Thai aviation department person-
nel failing to meet international 
standards and a lack of full avia-
tion regulations, Transport Minis-
ter Prajin Juntong told the press 
conference. 

“The audit revealed some con-
cerns relating to air operator certi-
fication procedures,” ICAO spokes-
person Anthony Philbin said, 
stressing that ICAO audits review 
the capability of civil aviation au-
thorities to monitor and manage 
operational aviation safety.

Thai authorities have set up 
two new committees to tackle the 
concerns and will send teams to 
South Korea, China, Australia and 
Germany to discuss the issues fol-
lowing a trip to Japan late last 
week, Mr Prajin added.

Earlier in the day the minister 
had said Thailand was warned 
about its aviation management af-
ter an earlier ICAO audit in 2005. 
“[They] asked us to improve our 
systems. I understand we have to 
improve urgently.”

In its statement released last 
week the DCA had said it would 
provide new training for staff and 
increase airline inspections as part 
of its overhaul.

Section 44 has been under the 
spotlight in Thailand in recent 
days after Mr Prayut on March 
28 said he was considering lift-
ing martial law, imposed two days 
before May’s coup, and replacing 
it with an order under this con-
troversial portion of the interim 
charter.

Several local rights groups have 
urged the junta chief to rethink 
the plans, issuing a joint statement 
maintaining their call to lift mar-
tial law but saying the impact of 
invoking the new order would be 
“much worse”.

Under martial law Thailand’s 
generals have banned political 
gatherings of more than five peo-
ple, outlawed criticism of the rul-
ing regime and tried civilians in 
military courts. – AFP

Journalists join up to 100 arrested 
over sedition as tensions mount
MALAYSIAN  police arrested a prom-
inent publisher and a website editor 
for sedition yesterday, the latest tar-
gets in a mounting tally of detentions 
that is being compared to an infa-
mous 1987 political crackdown.

Ho Kay Tat, head of The Edge me-
dia group, was arrested along with 
Jahabar Sadiq, chief editor of The 
Malaysian Insider news portal which 
is owned by The Edge, the portal said.

That followed the arrest of scores 
of people in recent days on sedition 
charges or for assembly violations re-
lated to a series of anti-government 
protests sparked by the February 
jailing of opposition leader Anwar  
Ibrahim.

Senior opposition figure Lim Kit 
Siang estimated yesterday that more 
than 100 people had been detained 
over the past week.

Three Malaysian Insider editors 
had been arrested on March 30 over a 
recent news report involving the na-
tion’s nine ceremonial sultans.

The Edge, however, has also 
earned the government’s anger for 
a series of reports on the murky 
dealings of a government-owned 
investment company whose board 
is chaired by Prime Minister Najib 
Razak – including questions over the 
whereabouts of huge sums of missing 
money.

In a statement published by The 
Malaysian Insider before his ar-
rest, Mr Jahabar said the police ac-
tions “appear to go beyond just our  

reportage” on the story concerning 
the sultans.

“The Malaysian Insider will con-
tinue to report without fear or favour 
despite these arrests. It is business as 
usual,” he said.

The ruling coalition – in pow-
er since independence in 1957 – 
launched a crackdown on freedom 
of expression and other civil liber-
ties following a poor showing in 2013 
elections.

The current wave of arrests adds 
to scores of opposition politicians, 
academics and activists already 
nabbed over the past year on sedition 
and other charges. Nearly all were re-
leased pending court proceedings. 

Mr Najib’s government also jailed 
Mr Anwar on sodomy charges that 
have been widely criticised, including 
by the United States and internation-
al rights groups.

Mr Anwar was jailed in February 
for five years on charges he sodo-
mised a former male aide in 2008.

He says the case was fabricated by 
the government to halt recent opposi-
tion successes.

Mr Najib’s office did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for com-
ment on the crackdown.

National police chief Khalid Abu 
Bakar confirmed the journalists’ ar-
rests in a Twitter posting, warning, 
“There will be no tolerance for any 
seditious activity.”

Police said the arrests stem from 
the Malaysian Insider’s report last 

week that a council of the Muslim-
majority country’s nine ceremonial 
state sultans had opposed an Islamic 
opposition party’s proposal for tough 
sharia criminal punishments such as 
amputating the hands of thieves.

The portal said the sultan’s coun-
cil denied the report’s claim.

It is not clear how the report could 
be considered seditious, but Malaysia 
has strict rules against insulting the 
sultans.

Senior opposition figure Mr Lim 
called the spate of arrests a “reign of 
white terror” evoking “Operation La-
lang”, the 1987 arrests of 106 activists, 
opposition politicians, intellectuals 
and others, widely seen as a bid to 
curb regime critics.

“The question can be legitimately 
asked whether the country is seeing a 
replay of the Ops Lalang dragnet,” Mr 
Lim said in a statement. 

Mr Lim spent 17 months in de-
tention without being charged over 
Operation Lalang. Historians say the 
episode marked a key acceleration of 
authoritarian rule in the country.

The journalists’ arrests were 
roundly denounced by press groups.

Malaysia’s Center for Independent 
Journalism and the Southeast Asian 
Press Alliance, in a joint statement, 
called them “an assault on media 
freedom and an act of intimidation” 
by authorities.

Sedition is punishable by up to 
three years in jail. 

– AFP

Phnom Penh

RETIRED American journalist 
Richard Dudman has recounted de-
tails of the attack on his travelling 
party during a 1978 trip to Cambo-
dia, which left a British academic 
dead.

Mr Dudman, 96, told the Khmer 
Rouge tribunal he narrowly dodged 
being shot before finding British 
academic Malcolm Caldwell gunned 
down in his room.

The former St Louis Post-Dis-
patch Washington bureau chief, 
was among the first Western writers 
to visit Cambodia during Pol Pot’s 
reign, arriving in December 1978 
with Marxist scholar Mr Caldwell 
and fellow American journalist Eliz-
abeth Becker, then of the Washing-
ton Post, who testified as a tribunal 
expert in February.

The trio, invited by Democratic 
Kampuchea leaders, was given a 
tightly controlled tour of the coun-
try before being afforded rare in-
terviews with Pol Pot on their last 
night in Phnom Penh, just weeks 
before Vietnam toppled the regime.

Considered a friend of the re-
gime, Mr Caldwell, 47, was mur-
dered hours after his own private 
meeting with “brother number one” 
in circumstances still shrouded in 
mystery. 

Testifying yesterday as a wit-
ness via video link from the United 
States, Mr Dudman, who spent 40 
days as a captive of the Viet Cong in 
1971 and reported from the region 

a dozen times during the Vietnam 
War, recalled being woken by gun-
shots and running to Mr Caldwell’s 
room.

“I discussed with him what we 
thought was going on and we de-
cided that we didn’t know and we’d 
stay in our rooms and hope that it 
all blew over,” he recalled.

“I started back, but then a young 
man came, heavily armed … At 
some point he pointed his pistol 
at me and fired a shot and missed 
me, but I ducked inside my room, 
slammed the door and stood to 
one side, and then there were some 

shots that came through the door.”
Hearing more shots, Mr Dudman 

waited two hours behind his bed 
before Cambodian diplomat Tiounn 
Prasith arrived and revealed Mr 
Caldwell’s fate.

“[Mr Cadwell] was lying, obvi-
ously dead, with a gaping wound in 
his chest; he was inside the room, 
but on the threshold … appeared to 
be the same young man who threat-
ened me, and he was dead, too, in a 
pool of blood.”

Noting the “many theories”, Mr 
Dudman – whose journalism career 
spanned more than three decades 
and included the Cuban revolution, 
the Watergate scandal and the as-
sassination of US President John F 
Kennedy – said he didn’t know why, 
or by whom, the group was targeted.

Mr Dudman recalled, during 
their meeting, Pol Pot repeatedly 
stated Vietnam would invade but 
the United States would help Cam-
bodia win.

Confronted with Ms Becker’s 
criticism of his dispatches, which 
were less critical of the Khmer 
Rouge than hers, Mr Dudman said 
he had remained sceptical and re-
ported what he had seen. 

However, he said he had changed 
his opinion from that expressed 
in a 1990 New York Times op-ed 
questioning whether Pol Pot was a 
mass murderer. He said he now be-
lieves the evidence supported mass  
murder. – Phnom Penh Post

Reporter tells trial of UK academic’s 
slaying by Khmer Rouge in  1978

‘A young man came, 
heavily armed ... I 
ducked inside my 
room and stood to 
one side and then 
there were some 
more shots came 
through the door.’

Richard Dudman 
Retired journalist
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NIGERIAN opposition leader Mu-
hammadu Buhari held a lead of 
more than 2 million votes yesteday 
in the country’s general election, but 
with President Goodluck Jonathan’s 
strongholds yet to report, the final 
result was too close to call. 

By late afternoon just over half 
of Nigeria’s states had declared re-
turns in the vote pitting Mr Jonathan 
against former military ruler Mr Bu-
hari in the closest election ever in Ni-
geria, Africa’s most populous country 
and biggest economy.

Mr Buhari is making his fourth 
run at the presidency. His prospects 
this time have been buoyed by frus-
tration over endemic corruption, 
criticism over Mr Jonathan’s han-
dling of Boko Haram’s six-year Islam-
ist uprising and a better-organised  
opposition.

Mr Buhari built his early lead in 
northern states dominated by the 
mainly Muslim, Hausa-Fulani ethnic 
group of which he is a member.

Mr Jonathan is however expected 
to run up huge margins in his home 
area, the southern, oil-producing Ni-
ger Delta, which could offset his loss-
es in the north.

By late afternoon, Mr Buhari and 
his All Progressives Congress (APC) 
had won 10 states, with Mr Jona-
than, of the Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) taking eight plus the Federal 
Capital Territory of Abuja. 

A winner was expected to be de-
clared by late yesterday. 

The PDP, which has controlled the 
presidency since the end of military 
rule in 1999, said the early returns 
were no cause for concern. 

“The [PDP] is unperturbed by the 
results of the elections so far,” spokes-
person Olisa Metuh said in a statement.

“The results from [PDP] strong-
holds will overwhelm those from 
the [north] and give it a clean and 
clear victory at the end of the day,” he  
added. 

But Mr Buhari may be encouraged 
by tallies from two northern states, 
where he stretched his lead over Mr 
Jonathan compared with four years 
ago.

In Kano, the 72-year-old defeated 
Mr Jonathan by nearly 1.7 million 
votes after besting the president by 
roughly 1 million in 2011.

And in Kaduna, where the two 
ran neck-and-neck in 2011, Mr Buhari 

won by 650,000 votes. 
Heavily populated Rivers state in 

the Niger Delta and the economic 
capital Lagos were among the key ar-
eas yet to declare. 

International observers gave 
broadly positive reactions to the con-
duct of the vote, despite late delivery 
of election materials and technical 
glitches with new voter authentica-
tion devices.

Nigeria’s Transition Monitoring 
Group, which had observers across 
the country, said, “These issues did 
not systematically disadvantage any 
candidate or party.”

The PDP and the APC on March 
29 traded allegations of vote rigging 
and other irregularities, raising the 
possibility of a legal challenge to the 
results.

Violence has often flared in previ-
ous Nigerian votes after the winner is 
announced and the United States and 
Britain warned against any “interfer-
ence” with the count.

“So far, we have seen no evidence 
of systemic manipulation of the pro-
cess,” US Secretary of State John Ker-
ry and British foreign minister Philip 
Hammond said in a joint statement.

“But there are disturbing  

indications that the collation process 
– where the votes are finally counted 
– may be subject to deliberate politi-
cal interference.”

Kayode Idowu, spokesperson for 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), said there was 
“no evidence of political interference”.

Kaduna, one of the areas worst-
affected by violence four years ago 
when some 1000 people were killed 
in post-election clashes, was yester-
day said to be calm.

Awwal Abdullahi Aliyu, president 
of the Northern People Unity and 
Reconciliation Union, warned that 
places such as Kaduna remained a 
powderkeg and could “catch fire”, 
particularly if electoral fraud is sus-
pected in any ruling party victory.

Some 2000 women protesting 
against the conduct of the elections 
were teargassed as they tried to con-
verge on the local electoral commis-
sion offices in the southern oil city of 
Port Harcourt.

The protest over alleged vote 
rigging by the PDP and a counter-
protest demanding the results hold 
forced the Rivers state government to 
impose an overnight curfew.

The winning presidential candi-
date needs not just the most votes 
but at least 25 percent support in 
two-thirds of Nigeria’s 36 states and 
the Federal Capital Territory to avoid 
a run-off.

Voting was pushed into an un-
scheduled second day on March 29 
after failures in controversial new 
technology designed to read biomet-
ric identity cards to combat electoral 
fraud.

Among those affected by the 
technical hitches was the president  
himself. – AFP

Opposition leads Nigeria poll, but final 
results too close to call, says president 

A car passes a campaign billboard for incumbent President Goodluck Jonathan in a street in Part Harcourt, Nigeria, on 
March 30. Photo: AFP

RUSSIAN Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said yesterday he was plan-
ning to take part in marathon talks 
aimed at curtailing Iran’s nuclear 
program, adding that chances of a 
deal were significant.

“Indeed I am planning to return 
and take part in the final part of the 
ministerial meeting of the six pow-
ers,” Mr Lavrov told reporters in 
Moscow. 

Moscow had said earlier that Mr 
Lavrov, who participated in the talks 
on March 30, would only return if 
there was a realistic chance of a deal.

Yesterday, Mr Lavrov struck a 
sanguine note. “The prospects of this 
round of talks are not bad, even good 
I would say,” said Mr Lavrov, speak-
ing alongside Vanuatu’s foreign min-
ister Sato Kilman.

“Chances are high,” he added.
“They are probably not absolute 

on and there is never absolute cer-
tainty in anything.”

“But these chances are quite real-
istic if none of the participants at the 
talks raise the stakes at the last mo-
ment in the hope of winning some-
thing extra at the end of the final act 
instead of seeking to maintain the 
balance of interests.”

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov, speaking to journalists, 
confirmed that Russia’s top diplo-
mat would arrive “early [yesterday]  
afternoon”.

Earlier in the day negotiators 
from major powers kicked off a fi-
nal scheduled day of talks aimed at 
securing the outline of a potentially 
historic nuclear deal with Iran.

The meeting in Lausanne, Swit-
zerland included foreign ministers 
from the US, China, Britain, France 
and Germany. – AFP

Iran ‘chances high’: Lavrov
THE extremist Islamic State group 
yesterday executed at least 30 ci-
vilians, including two children, in 
a raid on a regime-held village in 
Syria’s central province of Hama, a 
monitor said. 

IS “executed at least 30 people, 
including women and children, by 
burning, beheading, and firing on 
them” in the village of Mabujeh, said 
Rami Abdel Rahman, director of 
the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights. 

Syrian state television said gov-
ernment forces had “blocked a ter-
rorist attack” on the village, but did 
not report any casualties. 

Mabujeh, east of the provincial 
capital Hama, has a population of 
Sunni Muslims as well as Alawites 
and Ismailis, minority sects that are 
offshoots of Shiite Islam.

IS has regularly targeted minor-
ity sects in Syria, especially Shiite  
Muslims it accuses of apostasy, as 
well as Sunnis who it alleges have 

violated its interpretation of the re-
ligion.

Mabujeh lies near a vital road 
that serves as the regime’s only link 
between the central province of 
Homs and the northern province of 
Aleppo. 

IS militants have repeatedly tried 
to sever the route.

In late March, the extremist 
group killed 83 regime soldiers in 
the region in a bid to gain control 
over the road. – AFP

IS executes at least 30 civilians in Hama

‘Heaviest’ raids rock Yemen capital
EXPLOSIONS lit up the sky above the 
Yemeni capital as Arab coalition war-
planes pounded rebel positions in the 
heaviest raids yet of the six-day-old 
Saudi-led operation, witnesses said 
yesterday.

Huge blasts were heard overnight 
in Sanaa when coalition forces hit a 
missile depot belonging to the ren-
egade Republican Guard, which is 
loyal to former strongman Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh.

“Sanaa lived through a day of ter-
ror due to the continuous bombing 
from early on March 30 until this 
morning,” said Assem al-Sabri, a 
28-year-old resident.

“We couldn’t sleep from the 
sounds of explosions,” he said.

The missile depot blast rocked a 

southwestern district of Sanaa and 
flames billowing from the site were 
seen by residents across most of the 
city.

“The bombing was the heaviest I 
have ever heard in my life. The explo-
sions lit up the skies of Sanaa,” said 
another resident, 30-year-old Amr al-
Amrani.

Early yesterday, air strikes tar-
geted two camps held by Iran-backed 
Shiite Huthi rebels and allied Repub-
lican Guard soldiers in the southern 
town of Daleh.

Columns of smoke rose from the 
area, witnesses said.

Coalition warplanes also raided 
an air base belonging to a Republican 
Guard brigade in the southwestern 
city of Taez, witnesses there said.

For the first time since the coa-
lition operation began, warplanes 
also bombed renegade troops in the 
Shiite-populated city of Dhammar, a 
stronghold of the Huthi rebels south 
of Sanaa. 

They also hit another arms depot 
north of the capital, according to  
witnesses.

An air strike killed dozens of peo-
ple at a camp for displaced people in 
northwest Yemen on March 30, with 
the two sides trading blame over the 
incident.

The Saudi-led coalition has vowed 
to keep up the raids until the rebels 
abandon their insurrection against 
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi, 
who has fled to Riyadh. 

– AFP
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov waits for a P5+1 meeting at the Beau 
Rivage Palace Hotel March 28, in Lausanne, Switzerland. Photo: AFP
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DUESSELDORF

FORT MEADE

THE co-pilot believed to have delib-
erately crashed a Germanwings plane 
into the French Alps was classified as 
suicidal “several years ago” but had 
appeared more stable of late, German 
prosecutors have said.

As investigators in both countries 
tried to zero in on a potential motive, 
it emerged that the first officer, An-
dreas Lubitz, was receiving treatment 
from neurologists and psychiatrists 
who had signed him off sick from 
work a number of times.

However doctors had recently 
found no sign he intended to hurt 
himself or others, said Ralf Herren-
brueck, spokesperson for the pros-
ecutor’s office in the western city of 
Duesseldorf, on March 30.

Meanwhile investigators sifting 
through the wreckage and hundreds 
of body parts in the French Alps were 
forced to resume the hunt on foot as 
bad weather hampered helicopter 
flights.

“The teams will get to the site via 
the path that is already in existence,” 
said Yves Naffrechoux from the local 
mountain police.

Authorities are hoping to identify 
more DNA from the 150 people who 
died, as well as locate the jet’s second 
black box that should provide more 
clues as to the circumstances of the 
tragedy.

Forensic teams have isolated al-
most 80 distinct DNA strands from 
the shattered aircraft and have de-
scribed the grim task as “unprec-
edented” given the tricky mountain 
terrain and the speed at which the 
plane smashed into the rock.

Investigators evaluating voice re-
corder data say co-pilot Mr Lubitz al-
legedly locked his captain out of the 
cockpit and slammed the plane into 
a French mountainside on March 24.

The flight, en route to Duesseldorf 
from Barcelona, crashed at a speed of 
700 kilometres (430 miles) an hour, 
instantly killing all on board.

Fending off an international me-
dia frenzy, Mr Herrenbrueck, of the 
Duesseldorf prosecutor’s office, criti-
cised conjecture about Mr Lubitz’s 
alleged motives and said German 
authorities would not take part in 
“speculation”. 

Mr Herrenbrueck said, based on 
the evaluation of medical documents 
and the testimony of people who 
knew the co-pilot, there was still no 
indication that he had told anyone 
of his plans or left behind a suicide 
note.

“Nor have particular circumstanc-
es been identified in his personal or 
professional environment to offer 
verifiable evidence about a possible 
motive,” he said.

Medical files did not point to any 
“organic disorder”, Mr Herrenbrueck 
said.

But he added that Mr Lubitz un-
derwent psychotherapy several years 
ago, before he became a pilot in 2013, 
“for a long period due to diagnosed 
suicidal tendencies”.

However it said his doctors had 
found nothing recently that could 
have pointed to the events of last 
week.

Media reports have emerged that 
the 27-year-old was taking medica-
tion for severe depression and was 
being treated for problems with his 
vision, possibly for a potentially ca-
reer-ending detached retina.

Authorities say the working con-
ditions at the inhospitable crash site 
have hugely slowed their progress.

Not a single body is intact, said 
Patrick Touron, deputy director of the 
police’s criminal research institute. 

“We have slopes of 40 to 60 de-
grees, falling rocks, and ground that 
tends to crumble,” he said.

“Some things have to be done by 
abseiling. Since safety is key, the re-
covery process is a bit slow, which is 
a great regret.”

Between 400 and 600 body parts 

were being examined, Mr Touron 
said.

Authorities are hoping to build 
a more sturdy road to the crash site 
– both to ease access for forensic ex-
perts and for families who want to 
see where their loved ones perished.

A bulldozer and several special-
ised machines were already working 
away at the site to bolster the road 
access.

The director of operations at 
Germanwings, Oliver Wagner, told 
reporters that 325 grieving relatives 
had so far made the trip to the village 
of Seyne-les-Alpes, close to the crash 
site.

“The majority has been German 
and Spanish families but we’ve also had 

people from Mexico, Japan, Colombia, 
Venezuela or Argentina,” he said.

Mr Wagner said Germanwings 
and parent company Lufthansa had 
90 people on the ground to care for 
the families, including around a doz-
en psychological counsellors.

He reiterated that the company 
had announced it would immediately 
compensate each family with 50,000 
euros (US$54,000).

This sum would not be deducted 
from any final compensation deal, he 
said.

On the evening of March 30, an  

ecumenical prayer service in memory 
of the 150 crash victims drew hun-
dreds of diplomats and believers to 
the German church in Rome, Santa 
Maria dell’Anima.

Since the first details emerged of 
the circumstances of the crash, nu-
merous airlines have ordered two air-
line crew to be present on the flight 
deck at all times. 

Also on March 30, Mexico be-
came the latest country to impose 
on its airlines the so-called “rule of 
two”, which is standard in the United 
States. – AFP

Alps crash co-pilot formerly suicidal

Gendarmes and investigative teams speak with psychologists after returning on March 30 to Seyne-les-Alpes from the 
crash site of the Germanwings Airbus A320. Photo: AFP

US police opened fire and one sus-
pect died after two men dressed in 
women’s clothing tried to ram their 
car onto the grounds of the National 
Security Agency outside Washington 
on March 30.

One police officer and a second 
suspect were hurt in the incident, said 
the National Security Agency’s direc-
tor for strategic communications, Jon-
athan Freed.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the suspects were shot or 
wounded when their car crashed into 
a police security vehicle. 

A US official confirmed reports the 
men were wearing women’s clothing. 

An FBI spokesperson said the in-
cident at Fort Meade, the electronic 
eavesdropping agency’s super-secure 
base in suburban Maryland, was not 
believed to be “related to terrorism”.

Officials said the drama was quick-
ly contained and NSA headquarters 
staff were not at risk, but it will in-
evitably recall similar recent security 
incidents at federal sites.

According to Mr Freed, a vehicle 
carrying two individuals was directed 
to turn back after it made an unau-
thorised attempt to enter the base.

Instead, the car accelerated toward 
an NSA vehicle blocking the road. Po-
lice opened fire, but the car crashed 
into the security truck.

“One of the unauthorised vehicle’s 
occupants died on the scene. The 
cause of death has not been deter-
mined,” Mr Freed said, in a statement.

“One NSA police officer was in-
jured and taken to a local hospital. 

The incident was contained to the ve-
hicle control point.”

The FBI has taken charge of the in-
vestigation and the White House said 
President Barack Obama had been 
briefed on the situation. 

News footage from helicopters 
showed the crash-damaged police ve-
hicle and a civilian vehicle outside a 
main gate, and an injured person be-
ing transferred to an ambulance. 

The FBI said it has opened an in-
vestigation, joining other law enforce-
ment agencies and deploying agents 
to the scene to gather evidence and 
interview witnesses.

“The shooting scene is contained 
and we do not believe it is related 
to terrorism,” said Amy Thoreson, a 
spokesperson for the FBI’s Baltimore 
office.

“We are working with the US attor-
ney’s office in Maryland to determine 
if federal charges are warranted,” she 
said.

About 11,000 military personnel 
and 29,000 civilians work at Fort 
Meade, which also houses the head-
quarters of the US Cyber Command 
and other military units.

Fort Meade said all personnel and 
residents on the base were safe.

Security at US federal installations 
has been under scrutiny in recent 
months after a number of incidents, 
including one in which a troubled vet-
eran wielding a knife vaulted a fence 
and sprinted into the White House.

In another incident, a private civil-
ian drone crashed into the grounds 
of the executive mansion, leading au-
thorities to ban their use within the 
capital.

Most of the incidents have proved 
minor, but in September 2013, a lone 
gunman stormed a naval command 
centre in the Washington Navy Yard 
and killed 12 people before he was in 
turn slain by police.

The NSA specialises in code break-
ing and electronic surveillance, oper-
ating a global network of satellite sur-
veillance, land listening stations and 
online data collection.

It has been the focus of intense 
controversy since mid-2013, when 
former contractor Edward Snowden 
revealed the huge scope of its eaves-
dropping in a leak to the media.

Washington has denounced Mr 
Snowden’s document dump and 
subsequent flight to Russia, but Mr 
Obama’s administration has agreed 
to reform some of the rules governing 
data interception. 

– AFP

One dead after NSA ram-raid

‘The shooting scene 
is contained and we 
do not believe it is 
related to terrorism.’

Amy Thoreson 
FBI spokesperson

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Religious  Technology  Center, a non-profit corporation organized 
and existing under the laws of the State of California, USA, and 
located at 1710 Ivar Avenue, Los Angeles, California, U.S.A., is the 
Owner of the following Trade Marks:-
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Reg. No. 1788/1992

HUBBARD
Reg. No. 1791/1992

Reg. No. 1785/1992 Reg. No. 1787/1992

Reg. No. 1794/1992 Reg. No. 1796/1992

in respect of “counselling services to increase personal abilities, 
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Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Religious  Technology  Center
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated:  1st April 2015
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SEOUL

A NEW smartphone app developed in 
Seoul aims to help North Korean refu-
gees overcome one of the biggest chal-
lenges they face in adjusting to life in 
South Korea – speaking Korean. 

Seven decades of almost total sepa-
ration have engineered a radical split 
in the once common language of the 
two Koreas.

For North Korean defectors who 
risk their lives escaping to the South 
via China, this linguistic divergence 
represents a sizeable barrier in their 
struggle to assimilate when even some-
thing as simple as buying an ice cream 
requires a new vocabulary.

The two Koreas still share the same 
writing system, known as Hangeul 
– a phonetic alphabet developed in 
the 15th century to replace Chinese  
characters.

So a North Korean refugee would 
have no trouble reading the translitera-
tion Ah-ee-sir-ker-rim that South Kore-
ans use for “ice cream” –  but he or she 
would not necessarily have any idea 
what the term meant or referred to.

And that’s where the Univoca app 
comes in.

Developed by Seoul’s top advertis-
ing firm, Cheil Worldwide, the app 
offers translations of 3600 key words 

culled from South Korean high school 
textbooks as well as everyday slang  
expressions. 

Tapping in the Hangeul for “ice 
cream” brings up the word oh-reum-
boseung-yi (literally “coated ice”), as ice 
cream is known in North Korea.

Created as a part of the company’s 
social outreach program, the free app 
has been downloaded more than 1500 
times since its launch in mid-March, 
said Choi Jae-Young, the Cheil manager 
in charge of the project.

“We were looking for ways to help 
socially marginalised people suffer-
ing from communication problems 
... and realised young North Korean 
defectors have this big language bar-
rier when studying at school,” Mr 
Choi said.

A group of North Korean defectors, 
including student volunteers and pro-
fessionals like former school teachers, 
helped in the task of identifying and 
translating common South Korean 
words that may perplex the young 
refugees.

One of them, 22-year-old college 
student Noelle Kim, said working on 
the project had brought back strong 
memories of her own linguistic strug-
gles when she arrived in Seoul five 

years ago.
“Even asking for directions on the 

street was difficult because I couldn’t 
understand all the words people were 
using in the answer,” Ms Kim said.

“And I just felt too ashamed to 
admit it and ask what those words 
meant,” she added.

Experts estimate such differences 
now extend to one-third of the words 
spoken on the streets of Seoul and 
Pyongyang, and up to two-thirds in 
business and official settings.

Particularly baffling to new North 
Korean arrivals are the large number 
of English words that have been pho-
netically incorporated into the South 
Korean lexicon.

Where a South Korean would 
comfortably refer to a “penalty kick” 
in football, in the North they use a 
completely different Korean word 
meaning “11-metre punishment”.

The difficulties are even more 
pronounced for young refugees who 
have to cope with the sort of rapidly 
changing youth slang common to most  
countries.

“For North Korean teen defectors, 
who are more sensitive to cultural dif-
ferences, the language issue is consid-
ered a first priority to solve when set-
tling down in South Korea,” Cheil said 
in a statement.

According to the Ministry of Edu-
cation, the number of North Korean 

student defectors – meaning those of 
elementary, junior or high school age – 
rose from 966 in 2008 to 2183 last year.

The growing language divide be-
tween the two Koreas is a source of offi-
cial concern on both sides, as witnessed 
by an on-and-off, 25-year joint effort to 
produce a unified Korean language  
dictionary.

Chief editor Han Young-Un, who 
took a group of South Korean lin-
guists and lexicographers to Pyong-
yang to work on the dictionary last 
November, believes the Korean usage 
split risks becoming as big a barrier 
to eventual North-South unification 
as the heavily militarised border di-
viding the peninsula. –AFP

Korean app 
bridges growing 
language gap

An instructor demonstrates a Korean language mobile phone app to a group North Korean defectors in an undated 
handout photo released on March 26 by Cheil Worldwide. Photo: AFP 
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DHAKA

POLICE in Bangladesh yesterday 
filed criminal cases against two Is-
lamic students and two others for 
the machete murder of a blogger 
accused of mocking Islam, the sec-
ond such attack in recent weeks.

Washiqur Rahman was hacked 
to death near his home on the 
morning of March 30 in Dhaka, 
less than two months after the 
murder of an American atheist 
blogger triggered international 
outrage.

Police Inspector Mohammad 
Salahuddin said three knife-wield-
ing attackers killed the 27-year-old 
because they believed he had “de-
famed Islam” in the mainly Muslim 
country through writings on social 
media. 

Police lodged preliminary mur-
der charges against two students 
of madrassas who were arrested at 
the scene, along with the third who 
fled and is still on the run, another 
officer said. 

An alleged planner of the attack 
was also charged and is now under 
investigation after the students 
named him during police ques-
tioning, said deputy commissioner 
Biplob Kumar Sarker.

“A case was filed against the four 

people accusing them of the mur-
der of the blogger,” Mr Sarker said.

Officially secular Bangladesh 
has seen a rise in Islamism in 
recent years.

Bloggers and other writers 
along with secular activists held a 
rally and candlelight vigil against 
the murder late on March 30 at 
Dhaka University, the country’s 
secular bastion.

The European Union, Bangla-
desh’s main trade partner, con-
demned the “vile aggression” and 
called for freedom of expression.

Mr Rahman wrote a 52-episode 

series for an anti-religion satirical 
site called Dhormockery.com, ac-
cording to the London-based In-
ternational Humanist and Ethical 
Union.

The pieces mock aspects of Is-
lam, and fellow bloggers said Mr 
Rahman did not believe in any or-
ganised religion. 

The killing bears strong simi-
larities to the murder of Avijit Roy, 
an American blogger of Bangla-
deshi origin who was hacked to 
death with machetes in Dhaka in  
February.

His death sparked uproar, with 
hundreds of secular activists hold-
ing protests for days to demand 
justice.

One of the two arrested over the 
latest murder had been studying at 
a top madrassa in the port city of 
Chittagong, headed by hardline Is-
lamist group Hefazat-e-Islam. 

The group was behind massive 
protests against secular bloggers 
in 2013 that left nearly 50 peo-
ple dead. Police cracked down on 
the thousands of hardliners who 
poured into Dhaka to protest and 
demand the execution of bloggers, 
accusing them of defaming Islam.

– AFP

Four charged over 
latest blogger machete 
murder in Bangladesh

Residents watch a rhino run along a 
road in Hetauda, some 40 kilometres 
southwest of Kathmandu, Nepal, 
on March 30. The creature escaped 
from a wildlife reserve 20km away 
and ran through the town, terrifying 
commuters as its rampage left one 
dead and six injured, police said. 

IN PICTUREs

Photo: AFP

‘A case was filed 
against the four 
people accusing 
them of the murder 
of the blogger.’

Biplob Kumar Sarker 
Deputy police commissioner
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A bloody good show
Vienna stripped bare in shocking art retrospective
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‘Actionism broke away 
from traditional values. 
But it remains art. 
It is well-thought-out, 
has a precise form and 
references’ 

Eva Badura-Triska,
Curator, My Body is the Event

A s artists, they pushed the limits, bathing in blood, 
mud and urine. Vienna’s famed “Actionists”, whose 
avant garde movement may be the most radical in 
contemporary art, are the focus of a new exhibition 
in their home city.

The movement emerged in the 1960s as part of the new 
performance-based art, which broke with the confines of 
traditional painting and used the body as both surface and site 
of art-making.

“Vienna Actionism” shied away from little – and sometimes 
landed the artists in jail.

“They sought a direct confrontation with reality, both physical 
and psychological, to limits that were very difficult to tolerate,” 
said Eva Badura-Triska, curator of My Body is the Event at 
Vienna’s Museum of Modern Art (Mumok).

The movement’s main members were Otto Muehl, Hermann 
Nitsch, Guenter Brus and Rudolf Schwarzkogler, who skinned 
animal carcasses, tied up human bodies or mixed them up with 
viscus, gore or mud.

Muehl, in particular, created a series of “still lifes” with body 
parts sticking out through planks, giving the impression of a 
dismembered corpse.

Brus once crisscrossed Vienna with his body painted white 
and bisected by a jagged black line before being arrested 
by the police. His other performances involved scatology or 

verged on pornography.
“Actionism broke away from traditional values. But it remains 

art. It is well-thought-out, has a precise form and references,” 
said Badura-Triska. “It’s an extension of the field of painting, 
even though it is one of the most radical.

“They overturned the rules by considering as aesthetic things 
which were deemed ugly according to social norms,” the curator 
added, conceding that the exhibition would be difficult to hold in 
certain countries.

The city of Sigmund Freud and other radical thinkers, Vienna 
already saw taboos broken in the early 20th century when artists 
like Gustav Klimt, Oskar Kokoschka and Egon Schiele shocked 
the world with sexually explicit artworks.

If the Vienna “Actionists” follow this spirit, a source for their 
non-conformity was also World War II, said Badura-Triska.

They lived “in a country where, unlike Germany, the Nazi past 
was pushed away, literally hidden in bourgeois normality, which 
helps explain their extreme reaction.

“In this respect, ‘Actionism’ had a cathartic effect. It allowed 
suppressed drives to be released in controlled fashion, in the 
context of artistic experience,” the curator said.

Video artist Valie Export brought feminism to the movement, 
creating a sub-movement titled Feminist Actionism. “Just 
as action aims at achieving the unity of actor and material, 
perception and action, subject and object,” writes Export in her 

manifesto, “Feminist Actionism seeks to transform the object 
of male natural history, the material ‘woman’, subjugated and 
enslaved by the male creator, into an independent actor and 
creator, subject of her own history.”

The exhibition compares the Vienna movement with other 
developments in performance-based and action art, featuring 
a wide range of international artists from Yoko Ono to Marina 
Abramovic.

The movement at times took a heavy toll. During a filmed 
performance which also featured her husband, a nude and 
bound Ana Brus had a nervous breakdown.

Guenter Brus, who publicly urinated, defecated and cut 
himself with a razor blade, held his last live performance in 1970 
in which he appeared nude and drank his own urine.

But Hermann Nitsch, 76, is still performing and has at least 
three museums devoted to his work in Austria and in Naples, 
Italy.

Otto Muehl died in 2013 at the age of 87 after being sentenced 
to seven years in jail on charges of sexual offences with minors 
and rapes committed in a commune he had founded.

The movement, which was little known in the 1960s, received 
a boost two decades later with a series of exhibitions in Cologne, 
Vienna, Paris and Los Angeles. The exhibition at the Mumok 
runs through August 23.

– AFP

Vienna’s famed “Actionists”, 
whose avant-garde 

movement may be the most 
radical in contemporary 

art, are the focus of a new 
exhibition in their home city. 

Photos: AFP/Joe Klamar
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Think you’ve “done” 

Europe? Think 

again with our list 

of ten stunning 

destinations far off 

the beaten track

Hidden gems of Europe 
just waiting to be discovered

Spain’s oldest national park offers some of 
the best hiking in the Pyrenees yet it is little-
known beyond the Spanish border. “It’s amazing 
it is not better known among British walkers,” 
says Phil James, a British mountain guide based 

Gran Paradiso, Italy

A summit panorama of Gran Paradiso, Italy.  
Photo: Wikimedia Commons

It may be one of the oldest protected areas 
in the Alps, but the wild lakes and mountains 
of Gran Paradiso national park often get 
overlooked by tourists, who are more likely to 
visit northern Italy’s more popular destinations: 
the lakes of Como, Maggiore and Garda.

In the summer, visitors can hike up the 
mountains, taking in stunning views, and in 
winter clip on the skis for cross-country touring. 
The Orco, Soana and Cogne valleys are great 
areas to explore, as are villages of traditional 
stone-built houses.

There’s a wide range of accommodation in 
the area – with plenty for those who don’t fancy 
camping – and the park authority also offers a 
guide service.

Slovenia’s only national park, Triglav is a 
beautiful alpine expanse filling the north-western 
corner of the country. Although it’s easy to explore 
from the resort of Bled, you’ll get a better sense 
of its tranquility if you stay within it. Lake Bohinj 
may not have a church on an island in the middle 
of it as Bled does, but it is far quieter and it is easy 
to find a snug place to stay.

From there you can go on hikes, bike rides, 
canoe trips or just paddle in the clear water that 
reflects the peaks surrounding it. Taking the trails 
up to the top of the steep forested hills overlooking 
Bohinj will reward you with breathtaking views.

Hiking the national part in Triglav, Slovenia. 
Photo: Srdjan Marincic

Triglav, Slovenia

A stunning rock precipice in the Kalkalpen 
national park, Austria. Photo: Tigerente

Kalkalpen, Austria

Four-fifths of Kalkalpen national park is given 
over to forest, forming the largest forested region 
in central Europe. Cutting through the dense trees 
are rivers, canyons and gorges, popular with rock 
climbers as well as cyclists, walkers and skiers.

Despite its striking natural beauty – which you 
can absorb in all its panoramic glory from the 
21-metre Wurbauerkogel viewing tower near the 
town of Windischgarsten – the park is relatively 
unknown. The park authority offers guided tours 
from rangers who can take you into the heart of 
the forest and help you spot some of its wildlife, 
ranging from pygmy owls to black grouse and 
their elaborate courtship ritual.

A valley at the top of the world: Rago, Norway. 
Photo: Fukejs

Even the non-national park bits of the Nordland 
region of Norway are spectacular: Flying or sailing 
into Bodø airport takes you along the dark, jagged 
edge of the country’s coastline, but Rago itself is 
a particularly impressive sight to behold. Rugged 
rock formations, boulders and steep mountains jut 
out of the often other-worldly landscape.

One of the highlights is the Litlverivassforsen 
waterfall, which tumbles off the edge of 
Litlverivatnet lake. There are trails to follow, as 
well as cabins to pitch up in at night, and nearby 
Sjunkhatten and Junkerdal national parks are also 
within easy reach for those who want to explore 
further.

Rago, Norway

Vivacious Port-Cros in France. Photo: Wikimedia 
Comons

Port-Cros is the smallest of the three Iles d’Or 
off the Côte d’Azur. Just 1 kilometre wide and 3 
long, its hilly, wild terrain is crossed by signed 
trails and its ridges provide fantastic views of the 
sparkling sea. Its protected status extends 600 
metres around the coast so the clear waters are 
rich in protected marine life – snorkellers can even 
follow an underwater trail.

Car and bike-free Port-Cros is accessed by ferry 
from the Giens peninsula, as are its sister islands, 
Porquerolles, and Levant, the latter said to be 
the birthplace of European nudism. The Giens 
peninsula is extremely popular among French 
tourists – who descend on the many campsites 
and holiday villages in July and August – but off 
the British radar. The nearest city is Hyères, famed 
for its gardens and palm trees. – AFP

Port-Cros, France

A glacial waterfall in the Ordesa Valley, Spain. 
Photo: Gustavo Naharro

Ordesa, Spain

A natural paradise awaits at Peneda-Gerês, 
Portugal. Photo: Álvaro Pérez Vilariño

Wild Garrano ponies trot about freely in 
this national park in northern Portugal, and 
you can even arrange to hop on the back of a 
domesticated one for a tour through its oak 
forests and sierras.

As well as being an area of natural beauty it 
has compelling remains of human occupation: 
A Roman road winds through the park, marked 
with 2000-year-old milestones.

Serra do Gerês is the park’s most popular 
settlement, where you’ll find pools to swim in. 
It’s also worth noting the date of your visit: 
Every Friday 13th, the village of Montalegre, 
just beyond the park’s eastern border, enjoys 
the Noite das Bruxas, a street party fuelled by 
queimada, a local liqueur drunk with honey.

Peneda-Gerês, Portugal

A footbridge along one of the many trails in 
Oulanka, Finland. Photo: Timo Newton-Syms

Oulanka, Finland

In Lapland near the Finnish-Russian border, 
Oulanka national park looks stunning all 
year round. The Karhunkierros trail that runs 
through it is Finland’s most popular hiking 
route; the full 80km trail can take up to seven 
days to complete – through forests and over 
rivers on wooden footbridges. You can, however, 
stay overnight, for free, in the log huts dotted 
along the way. There are also canoeing routes 
through the rapids of the Oulankajoki river, as 
well as more easy-going, family-friendly routes 
to take downstream.

Established in 1956, the park is known for its 
reindeer and its diverse mix of natural features 
and rare plants. The pink-and-white calypso 
orchid, the emblem of the park, is scarcely seen 
elsewhere, but is common in Oulanka.

View of the Königstein Fortress in Saxon 
Switzerland, Saxony, Germany. Photo: Nikater

Reindeer grazing in Sarek, Sweden. Photo: 
Oskar Karlin

Dramatic and unusual landscapes fill this 
region in eastern Germany (not Switzerland), 
which has more than 700 summits for rock 
climbers and hundreds of kilometres of marked 
hiking trails.

The park’s prime attraction has to be the 
Bastei, a rock formation towering 194 metres 
above the river Elbe. The 112km Malerweg trail is 
a well-trodden route, through a landscape famed 
for inspiring painters and artists.

The park also extends into the Czech Republic. 
This section, called Bohemian Switzerland, 
has its own geographical oddity in the form of 
the Pravčická brána, Europe’s largest natural 
sandstone arch.

Things you won’t find in Sarek: marked 
trails, cabins, cafes, other people. Things you will 
find: about 100 glaciers, six of Sweden’s highest 
summits and white-water rapids. 

Sarek consists of 2000 sq km of untouched 
natural habitat, making it a natural playground for 
experienced adventurers. Still, it’s possible to join 
a trekking tour in order to have an experienced 
guide for your trip across one of Europe’s last 
wildernesses.

Saxon Switzerland, 
Germany

Sarek, Sweden

in the area, who runs Hike Pyrenees, offering 
guided and self-guided holidays. “It’s one of the 
most spectacular areas in Europe. If it was the 
Alps, it would be teeming with Brits.”

Famed for its three kilometre-deep glacial 
valleys, all coming to a head at the 3,355m 
Monte Perdido, it has trails for all levels, 
including paths along “sajas”, natural ledges in 
the limestone – some just a metre wide. Most 
walks start at the Pradera, an information point 
in the Ordesa valley, where there is a car park, 
and where shuttle buses from nearby Torla drop 
walkers. Late June and early July are the best 
months to see the park’s abundant flora.

Travel
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TODAY
Mojito Night, The Lab, 70A Shwegonedaing 
Rd, Bahan. 5:30-10pm
Girls night out. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya Road, 
Bahan. 8pm
Jazz music and dinner. Rendez-Vous 
restaurant and bar, Institut Francais, 340 
Pyay Road. 7:30-9:30pm

TOMORROW
Folk on Fire with L’N’R band.  Mojo Bar, 135 
Inya Road, Bahan. 9:30pm
“Burma: An enchanted spirit” photo 
exhibition and book launch featuring 
American photographer David Heath. 
Gallery 65, 65 Yaw Min Gyi Road (behind 

Parkroyal Hotel), Dagon. 10am-6pm
“Brothers Grimm Spectaculathon”– A 
Comedy by Don Zolidis, presented by 
Theatre Z. ISM (International School 
Of Myanmar), W-22, Mya Kan Thar 
Main Road, 5th Quarter, Hlaing. K5000 
prebooked tickets / K7000 at the door. 
6:30-9pm
“Free as in freedom”- Lecture by legend 
of the free software movement Dr Richard 
Stallman on the place of technology in our 
lives. Phandeeyar, 11th Floor, ”Mac Tower“ 
Building, 561 Merchant Road. 6pm

Got an event?
List it in What’s On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

Providing a semblance of closure 
for those amongst us with childhood 
“eat your fruit”-induced trauma, new 
research says an apple a day won’t 
keep the doctor away. “Evidence does 
not support that an apple a day keeps 
the doctor away,” concludes a study 
published in JAMA Internal Medicine.

Challenging the ancient doctrine 
that fruit is good for you, researchers 
compared the frequency of doctor 
visits of daily vs non-daily apple eaters. 
After adjusting for sociodemographic 
and health characteristics, researchers 

found that daily apple intake had no 
effect on your number of doctor visits, 
overnight hospital stays or mental 
health appointments.

Incidentally, daily apple eaters 
were more likely to have higher 
educational attainment, to be from 
a racial or ethnic minority, and were 
less likely to smoke.

But don’t throw out the fruit bowl 
just yet. “The small fraction of ... adults 
who eat an apple a day do appear to 
use fewer prescription medications,” 
said researchers. - Tom Barton

Getting to the core of ‘An apple a day’

T HE countdown has 
begun. Fans of the 
South Korean girl group 
4Minute are looking 
ahead to 4/4, that is, 

April 4, when the girls come to 
Yangon.

The big event, which will not 
be broadcast live, takes place at 
Myanmar Event Park, Myaynigone, 
starting at 7pm.

The five girls – Jihyum, Gayoon, 
Jiyoon, Hyuna and Sohyun – will 
be performing their first show in 
Myanmar.

Andaman Investment and 
Management Company and VQ 
Entrainment are organising the gig, 
which is sponsored by Yum Yum 
Noodles.

Tickets are available from the 
Taw Win Centre, Thamada Cinema, 
Dagon Centre 2, Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, 
Shae Saung  Cinema, San Pya 
Cineplex, and Monument Books and 

Toys. Entry to the VIP enclosures will 
cost you K600,000 or K200,000, and 
admission to party zones A, B and 
C will cost K65,000, K45,000 and 
K25,000 respectively.

The group was founded in 2009 in 
South Korea by Cube Entertainment 
and has produced seven solo music 
series. Their latest “mini album” 
Crazy, uploaded on February 2015, 
reached number one in the World 
Albums list on March 21.

For more information visit www.
facebook.com/4minuteygn

K-pop sensation 4Minute 
set to rock Myanmar

Nandar Aung
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com

Photo: Facebook



24 the pulse THE MYANMAR TIMES  April 1, 2015

DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

FMI = FMI Air Charter

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1	=	 Monday
2	=	 Tuesday
3	=	 Wednesday
4	=	 Thursday
5	=	 Friday
6	=	 Saturday
7	=	 Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

Yangon to Mandalay Mandalay to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 Y5 233 Daily 7:50 9:00
W9 515 1 6:00 7:25 YJ 891 4 8:10 10:05
YH 909 1,2,3,5,6 6:00 7:40 YJ 891 3,7 8:20 10:15
YH 917 Daily 6:10 8:30 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YJ 891 3,7 6:00 8:05 YH 918 Daily 8:30 10:45
YJ 891 4 6:30 7:55 YH 910 7 8:40 10:05
YJ 891 1,2,5,6 6:30 8:35 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 YJ 891 1,2,5,6 8:50 10:45
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 826 3 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 YH 830 5 11:05 14:55
YH 909 7 7:00 8:40 YH 912 2 11:30 13:25
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YJ 762 4 13:10 17:00
YH 911 2 7:00 8:40 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45
W9201 1 7:00 8:25 YH 827 3 13:20 14:45
YH 829 5 7:00 11:05 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YH 910 1,2,3,5,6 13:20 14:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YJ 212 6 15:15 16:40
YJ 751 5 10:45 14:50 YJ 752 5 15:05 16:30
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:25 YJ 202 1,2,3,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 211 5,7 11:15 12:40 YJ 602 6 15:55 17:50
YJ 601 6 11:15 12:40 YH 732 6 16:40 18:05
YJ 761 1,2 11:15 13:10 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
YJ 761 4 11:00 12:55 YH 732 Daily 16:40 18:45
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 YJ 762 1,2 16:50 18:15
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 13:25 W9 152/W97152 1 17:05 18:30
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30

YJ 151/W9 7151 1 13:00 16:45 YH 738 3,5,7 17:25 18:50
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YH 730 2,4,6 17:45 19:10
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10
YH 731 Daily 14:30 16:40 W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55

Yangon to nay pyi taw Nay pyi taw to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20

Yangon to Nyaung U Nyaung U to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 3,7 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 3,7 6:00 7:20 YH 918 Daily 7:45 10:45
YH 909 1,2,3,5,6 6:00 8:25 YJ 881 7 8:05 10:10
YH 917 Daily 6:10 7:45 YJ 891 1,2,5,6 8:05 10:45
YJ 881 7 6:30 7:50 YH 910 4 8:05 9:25
YJ 891 1,2,5,6 6:30 7:50 YJ 881 4 8:20 10:25
YH 909 4 6:30 8:05 YH 910 1,2,3,5,6 8:25 9:45
YJ 881 4 6:45 8:05 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
YH 731 Daily 14:30 17:25 YH 732 Daily 17:25 18:45
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40
W9 129 1 15:30 17:35

Yangon to Myitkyina Myitkyina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 829 5 7:00 9:40 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YH 832 4,6 11:55 14:45
YH 835 1,7 7:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 11:55 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:05 YH 830 5 12:30 14:55
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 13:50 YJ 202 1,2,3,4 14:05 16:55
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

Yangon to Heho Heho to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 4 6:00 8:40 YJ 891 4 8:55 10:05
YJ 891 3,7 6:00 8:50 YJ 881 7 9:05 10:15
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YJ 891 3,7 9:05 10:15
YH 917 Daily 6:10 9:35 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YJ 881 7 6:30 8:50 YJ 881 4 9:15 10:25
YJ 891 1,2,5,6 6:30 9:20 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
YJ 881 4 6:45 9:00 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 YH 918 Daily 9:35 10:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 YJ 891 1,2,5,6 9:35 10:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 11:40 YJ 752 5 14:20 16:30
YJ 751 5 10:45 11:55 YJ 762 4 15:50 17:00
YJ 761 4 11:00 12:10 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YH 732 Daily 15:55 18:45
YJ 761 1,2 11:15 12:25 YJ 762 1,2 16:05 18:15
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 12:40 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
YH 727 3 11:15 12:40 YJ 602 6 16:40 17:50
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 YH 738 3,5,7 16:40 18:50
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 YJ 752 3,7 16:45 17:55
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40
YH 731 Daily 14:30 15:55
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40

Yangon to Myeik Myeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
6T 611 Daily 11:45 12:55 6T 612 Daily 13:15 14:20
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to thandwe thandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

yangon to lashio lashio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 12:45 YJ 752 5 13:15 16:30
YJ 751 5 10:45 13:00 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 YJ 752 3,7 15:40 17:55
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48

YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

yangon to putao putao to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr

YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1,7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 11:00 YH 832 4,6 11:00 14:45
YH 835 1,7 7:00 11:00 YH 827 3 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40
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Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

AI = Air India

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

All Nippon Airways (NH) 
Tel: 255412, 413

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758, 253601. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

International FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 Daily 17:00 17:50
PG 704 Daily 18:35 20:30 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231  Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
8M 233 5,6,7 14:40 19:05 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 18:50
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 00:05+1 8M 234 5,6,7 20:15 21:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 7:50 11:50 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 12:50 13:50
8M 9508 Daily 15:45 20:05 8M 9507 Daily 13:40 14:50
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50
YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

KA 251 Daily 1:10 5:25 KA 252 2,4,6 22:20 00:15+1
KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10
8M 7702 Daily 23:55 07:50+1 8M 7701 Daily 18:45 22:05

YANGON TO chiang mai chiang mai TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10

YANGON TO gaya gaya TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 3,5,6 7:00 8:20 AI 235 2 9:10 12:10
AI 236 2 13:10 14:10 8M 602 3,5,6 9:20 12:30
AI 234 1,5 14:05 15:05 AI 233 5 15:00 18:00

YANGON TO DELHI delhi TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
AI 236 2 13:10 16:30 AI 235 2 7:00 12:10

YANGON TO kolkata kolkata TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
AI 234 1 14:05 17:20 AI 227 1 10:35 13:20
AI 228 5 18:45 19:45 AI 233 5 13:30 18:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO singapore singapore to mandalay
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30
Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15
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August 1996: Turns pro after an 
outstanding amateur career and is 
named as the PGA Rookie of the 
Year.
April 1997: Wins the first of 14 
majors at the Masters, becoming 
at 21 the youngest-ever winner at 
Augusta National. Two months 
later he takes the world number 
one spot for the first time.
June 2000: Wins US Open 
at Pebble Beach by a record 15 
strokes and then becomes the the 
fifth player in history to complete 
the career Grand Slam by winning 
the British Open by eight strokes 
at St Andrews.
April 2001: Wins his second 
Masters title and completes the 
“Tiger Slam” as the first golfer to 
be reigning champion of all four 
majors simultaneously.
April 2002: Successfully defends 
his Masters crown and in June 
goes on to win his second US Open 
at Bethpage Black. That makes 
him the youngest golfer in history 
to win seven majors.
September 2004: After failing 
to win another major in 2003 and 
2004 Vijay Singh replaces him as 
world number one after a record 
run of 264 weeks on top.
April 2005: Woods emerges from 
his “slump” to win a fourth Mas-
ters, defeating Chris DiMarco in 
a playoff. He then wins a second 
British Open by five strokes at St 
Andrews, It is his 10th major title 
and he joins Jack Nicklaus in be-
ing the only players to win all four 
major tournaments at least twice.
May 2006: His father and guid-
ing force Earl dies at 74, but the 
following month Woods wins his 
third British Open and 11th major 
at Hoylake.
June 2008: Two months after 
knee surgery wins the US Open for 
his 14th, and to date last, major at 
Torrey Pines, defeating Rocco Me-
diate in a sudden-death playoff. He 
promptly announces that he needs 
more knee surgery and takes the 
rest of the season off.
February 2009: Nine months 
later he returns to action, but in 
November of that year a car ac-
cident outside his Florida home 
unearths a series of marital infi-
delities that wrecks his marriage. 
Takes an “indefinite break from 
professional golf” to get his life 
back together.
April 2010: Returns to action 
at the Masters where he finishes 
fourth but the injuries mount 
over the course of the year and his 
ranking starts to tumble.
March 2013: Woods regains his 
form in 2012 and the following 
year his eighth win in the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational sees him re-
gain the world number one spot.
March 2014: After a slow start to 
2014, Woods injures himself dur-
ing the Honda Classic and he sub-
sequently skips the Masters for the 
first time to undergo back surgery. 
Loses world number one spot to 
Adam Scott in May.
February 2015: Struggles to get 
his season going and after pulling 
out injured from a tournament 
at Torrey Pines says he will take 
another break from competition 
to try and get his game back in 
shape. 
March 2015: Falls out of the 
world top 100. – AFP

Tiger Woods 
career 
timeline

F ormer number one Tiger 
Woods has dropped out of 
the world top 100 for the 
first time in his career as he 
continues his battle against 

injuries and loss of form.
The 14-time major winner, who 

first broke into the top 100 when he 
turned pro in 1996, has fallen to 104th 

from 96th in the latest rankings issued 
after the weekend’s tournaments.

The 39-year-old American has 
spent a cumulative record 683 weeks 
as world number one and was last 
in that position in May 2014, when 
he was replaced by Australian Adam 
Scott.

Since then, a succession of injuries 
and swing problems have bedevilled 
him and are threatening to derail the 
rest of his career.

Just last January Woods posted an 
82 in the Phoenix Open – his worst 
round as a professional – that saw him 
drop outside the top 50 in the world 
rankings for the first time in more 
than three years.

Since then his downward slide has 
continued resulting in him failing to 
qualify for last month’s WGC-Cadillac 
Championship, an event he had cap-
tured seven times.

When Woods turned professional 
in September 1996 at the Greater Mil-
waukee Open he was ranked 433rd in 
the world.

He then jumped from world num-
ber 221 to 75 five tournaments later 
in breaking through for a maiden pro 
career win at the 1996 Las Vegas Invi-
tational, the first of his 79 PGA Tour 
titles.

Woods first took the world number 
one spot in finishing 19th in the 1997 US 

Open at Congressional in Maryland.
He has not played since a sore back 

forced him to withdraw mid-round 
from the Farmers Insurance Open at 
Torrey Pines in early February.

He then announced he would take 
an open-ended break from competi-
tion to get his game in shape.

He has said he is “hopeful” of tee-
ing it up at Augusta National when 
the Masters starts on April 9, but his 
chances of doing that are looking in-
creasingly dim.

Woods has won the Masters four 

times, but has never donned a green 
jacket without first winning a tourna-
ment earlier that season.

His latest fall in the rankings is 
only another indication that the era 
of his domination in the sport appears 
to be at an end. In June his position 
as the face of the game on EA Sports’ 
PGA Tour video game will come to an 
end. 

The “Rory McIlroy PGA Tour”  will 
now feature the 25-year-old from 
Northern Ireland on its cover.

Current world number one, Rory 

McIlroy has been top of the rankings 
since August 3, 2014, and his accumu-
lated total stands at 73 weeks after 
having reached the pinnacle of the 
sport on four previous occasions.

The Northern Irishman leads Swe-
den’s Henrik Stenson who is 3.19 points 
back in number two while Americans 
Bubba Watson and Jordan Spieth are 
three and four with Australian Jason 
Day completing the top five. McIlroy is 
attempting to win the green jacket for 
the first time and complete his set of 
winning all four Majors. – AFP

Golf

Woods out of world top 100

The once-dominant Tiger, now under pressure, drops to his knees and begs for the ball to drop. Photo: Robyn Beck

Australian Rules 

Players cleared of doping, 
but questions linger 
Thirty-four Australian Football 
League players accused of using a 
banned supplement were cleared 
by a tribunal yesterday, although 
officials at the country’s anti-dop-
ing watchdog insist there has been 
wrongdoing.

The AFL said the decision was 
unanimous after the matter was re-
ferred to it by the Australian Sports 
Anti-Doping Authority last year, fol-
lowing a lengthy investigation which 
sent shockwaves through the sport.

The past and present players 
from Melbourne-based Essendon al-
legedly used a prohibited substance 
thought to aid recovery from injury 
during the 2012 season.

“The tribunal was comfortably 
satisfied that the substance Thymo-
sin Beta-4 was at the relevant time 
a prohibited substance under the 
(anti-doping) code,” tribunal chair-
man David Jones said in a statement. 

“The tribunal was not comfort-
ably satisfied that any player was 
administered Thymosin Beta-4. The 
Tribunal was not comfortably satis-
fied that any player violated clause 
11.2 of the AFL Anti-Doping Code.” 

The tribunal has yet to rule on 
any alleged violations by former 
Essendon sports scientist Stephen 
Dank, accused of being the architect 
of the supplements program at the 
club but who has denied any wrong-
doing.

The drugs supplement scandal 
saw the top Australian side in 2013 
hit by the AFL with the biggest fine 
in the sport’s history – A$2.0 million 
(US$1.8million) – and coach James 
Hird banned for 12 months for bring-
ing the game into disrepute.

The sanctions followed a six-month 

investigation by ASADA, which in-
cluded more than 13,000 documents, 
into Essendon’s 2011-2012 supplement  
program.

It found that Essendon either al-
lowed players to be given substances 
that were prohibited by the AFL An-
ti-Doping Code and the World Anti-
Doping Code, or that the club was 
unable to determine whether players 
were administered prohibited sub-
stances.

ASADA chief executive Ben 
McDevitt acknowledged the March 
31 decision but insisted there had 
been wrongdoing.

“What happened at Essendon in 
2012 was, in my opinion, absolutely 
and utterly disgraceful,” he said. 

“It was not a supplements pro-
gram but an injection regime and 
the players and the fans were so 
poorly let down by the club.”

ASADA has 21 days to appeal.
– AFP

‘What happened 
at Essendon 
in 2012 was 
... absolutely 
and utterly 
disgraceful,’

Ben McDevitt 
ASADA chief executive

Swimming

Hackett comeback 
gathers steam
Olympic swimming great Grant 
Hackett takes another step in his 
comeback following a troubled spell 
in retirement at the Australian swim-
ming championships starting April 3, 
and is relaxed about his chances.

The 34-year-old walked away from 
the sport in 2008 after winning the 
1500m freestyle at both the 2000 and 
2004 Olympics, and claiming four 
world titles in the event. He won silver 
in the event at the 2008 Olympics.

But his life later ran into problems, 
with a messy divorce from singer-
songwriter wife Candice Alley and 
allegations he smashed up his Mel-
bourne apartment.

Last year the former 1500m world 
record-holder underwent rehab in the 
United States after seeking help for an 
addiction to sleeping pills.

He is now back under his old coach 
Denis Cotterell and will line up on the 
blocks at the national championships 
in Sydney.

Hackett told the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation the upheaval in 
his personal life led him back to the 
pool, but he was a different swimmer 
the second time around.

“I don’t have expectations like I did 
before and I sort of reserve the right to 
pull out at any time,” he said.

Hackett added that the champi-
onships would allow him to gauge 
his place among the country’s elite  
swimmers.

“Whilst I am enjoying it I will con-
tinue to do it but if I don’t enjoy it, I 
can pull out at any time because it’s 
not like I have set up any grand vision 
of this big comeback,” he said.

“I want to just enjoy swimming and 

hopefully swim fast.”
Despite the 1500m being the event 

where he enjoyed huge success, his 
comeback has focused on the 200m 
and 400m freestyle.

Hackett said swimming competi-
tively in the 1500m again was current-
ly out of his reach.

“If I really want to continue with 
this and if I look to going all the way to 
the Olympic trials next year ... it’s just 
really too short a time frame,” he said.

“For the time that I’ve actually had 
out of the sport and the fitness and the 
base work that actually needs to be 
done for a race like that, it would just 
be too difficult.”

Cotterell said retirement had not 
diminished Hackett’s work ethic.

“He trains like he used to and that’s 
as hard as anyone can possibly go,” 
Cotterell told the national broadcaster. 

– AFP

Photo: AFP
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C hina’s Communist rul-
ers have turned against 
the exclusive sport of 
golf with the government 
saying nearly 70 “illegal” 

courses have been closed, seemingly 
enforcing a decade-old ban for the 
first time.

The announcement by the Min-
istry of Land and Resources comes 
amid a high-profile anti-graft cam-
paign spearheaded by President Xi 
Jinping, which has seen crackdowns 
on banquets, lavish gift-giving and 
other official excesses.

The ruling Communist Party has 
long had an ambivalent relationship 
with golf, which is a lucrative oppor-
tunity for local authorities and a fa-
voured pastime of some officials, but 
is also closely associated with wealth 
and Western elites.

“Presently, local governments 
have shut down a number of illegal-
ly-built golf courses, and preliminary 
results have been achieved in clean-
up and rectification work,” read the 
announcement on the ministry’s 
website late March 30.

Three of the 66 “illegal” golf 
courses listed by the ministry are 
in Beijing. Eight are in the eastern 
province of Shandong, while the 
southern and southwestern prov-
inces of Guangdong and Yunnan are 
home to six each.

Even the tropical island province 

of Hainan – considered the capital 
of the sport in China – has not been 
spared, with three unsanctioned 
courses shut down, according to the 
statement.

It did not give a timeframe for 
the closures.

With an eye on containing public 
anger over China’s widening wealth 
gap, authorities in recent years have 
issued bans on an assortment of “ex-
travagances”, such as private clubs 
– often frequented by officials – in 
historic buildings and parks.

But such orders are often flouted.
Government officials keen on 

joining golf clubs often do so under 
false names, wary of being perceived 
as corrupt or out-of-touch, accord-
ing to Dan Washburn, author of  
The Forbidden Game: Golf and the 
Chinese Dream.

Washburn pointed out on Twit-
ter that the announcement of the 
closures came days after news that 
US star Tiger Woods was to be paid 
US$16.5 million to redesign a course 
in the capital. “What a country!” he 
added. 

Central authorities ordered a na-
tionwide moratorium on new golf 
courses in 2004, but development 
continued as revenue-minded local 
officials went their own way, even 
offering tax breaks for operators 
of new courses in places such as  
Hainan.

The number of courses in China 
has flourished, from fewer than 200 
at the time of the ban to more than 
600 at present, according to the of-
ficial Xinhua news agency.

China is even home to the world’s 
largest golf resort – the Mission Hills 
Golf Club in the southern industrial 
hub of Shenzhen, which borders 
Hong Kong. The 20-square-kilome-
tre (7.7 sq mile) complex was found-
ed in 1994 and currently boasts 12 
18-hole courses.

As China’s golf facilities have 
multiplied, so too has the Asian gi-
ant’s clout on the professional golf 
stage.

Last November the World Golf 
Championships-HSBC Champions, 
a tournament known as “Asia’s Ma-
jor”, teed off in Shanghai with 40 of 
the world’s top 50 players present 
for the second consecutive year.

The $8.5 million event is now 
the largest tournament in the world 
outside the US and the British 
Open.

The land resources ministry did 
not give reasons for the facilities’ 
closure, but water and environmen-
tal concerns were cited among the 
factors that drove the 2004 ban.

A spokesperson for the Chi-
na Golf Association, which is  
supervised by the sports ministry, 
said she could not comment on the  
latest move. – AFP

Cameroon scraped a 3-2 friendly in-
ternational win on March 30 over Thai-
land – a team World Cup legend Roger 
Milla dismissed as “football nonentities”.

It took an 88th-minute match-win-
ner from defender Ngweni Ndassi Kadi-
ang to salvage pride for the four-time Af-
rican champions in Bangkok after they 
trailed by two goals.

Although 93 places below Cameroon 
in the world rankings, the Thai ‘War El-
ephants’ rocked the ‘Indomitable Lions’ 
when Prakit Deeprom’s score and Aure-
lien Chedjou’s own-goal gave Thailand a 
2-0 lead.

Benjamin Moukandjo pulled one 
goal back before half-time and Clinton 
N’Jie equalised from a penalty with 13 
minutes left.

Victory completed a two-win Asian 
tour for Cameroon after a 1-0 success 
in Indonesia – ranked even lower than 
Thailand – last week.

Milla, whose goals and corner-flag 

dance celebrations lit up the 1990 World 
Cup in Italy where Cameroon became 
the first African quarter-finalists, was 
furious about the tour.

“Confronting Indonesia and Thai-
land is a humiliation for Cameroon,” 
Milla told the domestic media.

“How can a country like Cameroon 
pick such football nonentities to play 
international friendly matches against? 

“I do not know why the national 
association organised friendly games 
against them – maybe they need some 
funds.

“It is a shame as we do not need 
friendly games against such teams.”

Milla, brought out of semi-retire-
ment on the Indian Ocean island of Re-
union to play in Italy, said Thailand and 
Indonesia were not good enough oppo-
sition for Cameroon.

“Our national team would gain more 
by playing Cameroonian clubs,” he said.   

– AFP

China drives 66 golf 
courses into the rough

Cameroon great dismisses 
ASEAN teams as ‘nonentities’
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The Ministry of 
Defence team (red) 
defeated team 
16/1(A) in the 4TV 
Cup at the Myanmar 
Sepak Takraw 
Federation courts.
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VIETNAM

Tennis
Ly Hoang Nam, who has seen re-
cent success on the internation-
al junior tennis circuit and risen 
to 34th in the International Ten-
nis Federation’s junior rankings, 
will lead Vietnam’s charge to 
secure their fi rst event medal in 
the SEA Games singles events, 
reports Xinhua. 

The last time tennis 
featured was at the 2011 Indo-
nesia Games when the Vietnam-
ese tennis players won three 
bronzes in the women’s team, 
men’s doubles and women’s 
doubles events. 

The Vietnam Tennis Federa-
tion also believe Nguyen Hoang 
Thien, who has impressed in 
this year’s Davis Cup matchups, 
could break the country’s duck. 

INDONESIA

Badminton 
Indonesia are intent on causing 
trouble in the doubles, as they 
target gold in both the men’s and 
mixed doubles an o�  cial of the 
Indonesian Badminton Associa-
tion told Xinhua.

“By seeing more stable perfor-
mance at the men’s doubles and 
the mixed doubles, we put a re-
alistic target,” said Rexy Mainaky, 
head of coaching and achieve-
ment.

Indonesia also have their eyes 
on silver in the men’s and wom-
en’s team events and women’s 
doubles, and target bronze in the 
singles’ competitions. 

But after the resignation from 
the national team of Tommy Sug-
iarto and Simon Santoso, the two 
remaining senior players on the 
national team, will mean the bur-
den of this target will fall on the 
shoulders of the nation’s young 
shuttlers, reports the Jakarta Post.

The Post reported that Tommy 
resigned late last year, explain-
ing that “he no longer felt com-
fortable” training at the national 
training camp, while Simon 
handed in his notice earlier this 
month unhappy in being the only 
senior player with the men’s 
singles team. 

“We will still be open for them 
[the resigned senior players] to 
participate, but now it’s time to 
put our trust in the young play-
ers who trained with us,” Rexy 
Mainaky told reporters last week.

According to the newly ap-
pointed men’s singles coach, 
Hendri Saputra, the performanc-
es of Firman, Jonatan and Ihsan, 
who are all under 20, in the last 
few tournaments have been quite 
promising. However, he said 
he restrained himself from set-
ting them excessively ambitious 
targets.

“This year I won’t burden them 
with any title to win. I will only 
focus on strengthening their tech-
niques, improving their national 
and international experiences, 
and building their physiques,” 
said Hendri.

– Matt Roebuck

A LATE Kaung Sat Naing consolation 
goal was unlikely to console many as 
Myanmar’s hopes of qualifi cation for 
the Asian U23 Championships and 
the Rio 2016 Olympics were on the 
rocks last night after a despairing 5-1 
defeat at the hands of Australia. 

A draw would have probably been 
enough to see the Young White An-
gels go through as one of the fi ve 
best second-place teams from the 
10 qualifi cation groups and a nar-
row defeat would have still left them 
with a decent shot. But after this 
heavy drubbing, the nation’s chanc-
es of proceeding to next January’s 

tournament in Qatar were hanging 
by a thread. 

Myanmar – with a +4 goal dif-
ference – were sitting 5th best of the 
second-place teams heading into 
yesterday’s game, trailing Indonesia, 
Yemen, Uzbekistan and Thailand but 
like Myanmar many of those sides 

had yet to play the top-placed team 
in their group. 

Vietnam sat 9th but after a 7-0 vic-
tory over Macau in their fi nal match 
they had improved their goal di� er-
ence to +6 as Myanmar’s goals for 
and against now stand equal. 

Myanmar’s slim remaining hope 
rested predominantly on Thailand 
losing by six goals at home in their fi -
nal Group G game against the North 
Koreans in a game to be played on 
March 31 after the print deadline. 

Myanmar was sunk by a hat-trick 
from Newcastle Jets winger Andrew 
Hoole and two from Perth Glory 
forward Jamie Maclaren. Kaung 
Sat Naing scored Myanmar’s sole 

contribution to the scoreline in the 
79th minute.

The Australian squad also includ-
ed Fulham’s Ryan Williams, son of 
former Yangon United manager Eric 
Williams, who appeared in the game 
as a late substitute. 

C OMPETITIVE cycling in 
Myanmar took a step for-
ward last weekend when 
the third leg of the inau-
gural Cycle and Make a 

Di� erence Charity Series hosted the 
country’s fi rst-ever nighttime moun-
tain bike race.

Held on March 27 – as part of a 
three-day cycling competition that 
also included a road race on March 
28 and a cross-country mountain 
bike event on the fi nal day – the 
event was described as a “milestone 
for the local cycling scene” by Khin 
Maung Win. owner of Myan Shwe 
Pyi Tractors, the series sponsor. 

“I think the cyclists found it re-
warding. Riders came from all over 
Myanmar to compete. It was quite 
amazing to see them all here,” he 
added.

The winner of each event is given 
a K1 million certifi cate to donate to 
a charitable organisation that works 
in a community in the vicinity of the 

race course. 
The night race, which started at 

7pm at the Nature’s Life Sporting 
Ground near the base of Yankin Hill, 
consisted of 10 laps of a fast 5-kilome-
tre (3-mile) course, contested by relay 
teams made up of three to fi ve riders 
each. The rules stipulated that no rider 
could do more than two consecutive 
laps before handing o�  to a teammate. 
Fourteen teams participated.

The winning team of Sai Aung 
Hlaing Sae, Aung Naing Tun and 
Sunny Aye, representing the Manda-
lay Free Riders cycling club, fi nished 
in front of a screaming crowd with 
a time of 2h 4m 47s, just 18 seconds 
ahead of a three-man team from Nay 
Pyi Taw.

The 50km road race on March 28 
started with a quick cruise around 
Mandalay Palace before diverting 
northward onto a tough circuit that 
included three leg-curdling ascents 
of Mandalay Hill. The tattered fi eld 
of 45 riders then faced a long, fl at 
stretch to the fi nish line in an indus-
trial zone southeast of the city. 

The race was won by 37-year-

old Min Min Han from Mandalay 
in time of 1h 24m 5s, with Chit Ko 
Ko, 21, trailing in second place by 11 
seconds.

Min Min Han – who also managed 
third place in the over-26 age group 
in the cross-country mountain bike 
race on March 29, despite having to 
dismount to squeeze past a truck that 
briefl y blocked the course – was mod-
est about his accomplishments. 

“It was a good weekend for me,” 
he said.

The cross-country mountain bike 
race – fi ve laps of the same 5km cir-
cuit used for the night relay – was 
taken out by Zaw Win Ko with a time 
of 59m 10s. He bested his nearest 
competitor, Sai Aung Hlaing Sae, by 
8 seconds. More than 50 cyclists par-
ticipated in the race.

The women’s road and cross-
country races were both won handily 
by 21-year-old Tin Win Kyi, a triath-
lete currently residing at the Youth 
Training Centre in Nay Pyi Taw.  

“The mountain bike course was 
okay. It wasn’t too tough for me,” she 
said, “but the end of the road course 

had too much tra�  c. I had to ride 
carefully.”

June’s Singapore SEA Games have 
come too early for the youngster who 
has only recently joined the sporting 
academy, but on the basis of this per-
formance she will be one to watch 
for the future when the 2017 Games 
roll around. 

The series consists events held 
every two months in di� erent loca-
tions around Myanmar. The fi rst 
event took place in Yangon last No-
vember and the second in Nay Pyi 
Taw in January. The fourth round is 
tentatively scheduled to be held in 
Taunggyi, Shan State, in late May or 
early June.

Je�  Parry, an Australian cycling 
guru who lives in Yangon and who 
participated in the night relay and 
cross-country races, described the 
weekend as a “very well-organised 
carnival of cycling”.

“The mountain bike course was 
a nice, well-chosen track with a bit 
of everything,” he said. “I’m already 
looking forward to the next event in 
Taunggyi.”

Young White Angels’ Olympic hopes teeter

Road-race to Mandalay
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AFC U23 Qualifying, March 31
National 
Stadium, 
Taiwan

Australia 5 - 1 Myanmar
Hoole 10’ 68’ 70, Maclaren 13’, 57’

Kaung Sat Naing 78’

Int. Friendly, March 30
Delta 
Stadium, 
Indonesia

Indonesia 2 - 1 Myanmar
Maitimo 61’ Gonzales 74’ David Htan 87’

SEA GAMES SHORTS

Nyan Linn Htet (006) and Kyaw Htet Aung lead 
a group of cyclists on the Mandalay Hill climb. 
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