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Alcohol pulled from shelves
Major retailers have responded to warnings from the authorities that a crackdown on illegal imports is imminent by 
removing stock from shelves and issuing a fresh call for changes to the government’s broken import policy. BUSINESS 26
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A worker from the E-Land factory speaks to reporters during a protest in Shwe Pyi 
Thar Industrial Zone on February 26. Labour activists say recent disputes in Yangon 
industrial areas are largely the result of problems with labour laws, which are being 
openly flouted by both workers and employers. 

Kokang: For 
Myanmar  
and China,  
this time  
it’s different

THE last upheaval that changed the 
balance of power in the small, rug-
ged area of northeastern Shan State 
on the border with China was dubbed 
the “Kokang Incident”. The Tatmadaw 
swiftly took control and appointed 
a new administration. Refugees re-
turned, while Myanmar’s close eco-
nomic and political ties with China 
resumed their upward trend.

That was in 2009. This time threat-
ens to be different – not just in the inten-
sity of fighting that erupted on February 
9, possibly involving several rebel ethnic 
groups, as well as the scale of the refu-
gee exodus and reports of numerous ci-
vilian casualties. The use of social media 
to spread propaganda by all sides also 
adds a new dimension to the conflict, 
while the Myanmar government, which 
has imposed martial law in the area, has 
rejected calls from the Kokang rebels 
and China for ceasefire talks.

Fighting in Kokang has entered its 
third week and casualties are mount-
ing daily. The Tatmadaw says it has 
lost at least 55 soldiers, while claim-
ing to have killed more than 70 rebels 
of the Myanmar National Democratic 
Alliance Army led by Pheung Kya-shin, 
an 85-year-old warlord fighting to re-
establish his grip over the border zone 
after being driven out six years ago.

GUy DINMorE
guydinmore@yahoo.co.uk
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No joke
A press stringer from Monywa was 
taken in during the wee hours on the 
morning of Friday, February 27, for 
an in-jest Facebook post that Special 
Branch apparently didn’t fi nd particularly 
amusing, deeming it to be in breach of 
sections 5(a) and (e) of the Emergency 
Provisions Act [Burma Act 17, 1950] 
– making him the fi rst to have been 
arrested since the declaration of martial 
law in the Kokang confl ict.

Photographer Aung Nay Myo made 
a joke about the confl ict in Kokang, 
likening it to an historical event known 
as the "40-day battle of Kunlong" and 
casting it as though it were an upcoming 
movie production. He joked that the 
feature would be produced by President 
U Thein Sein, with the story by former 
dictator Than Shwe and the script by the 
erstwhile Senior General’s wife, Kyaing 
Kyaing. He also made a play on the word 
Kunlong and the fact that it sounds a 
little bit like "condom".

A document outlining the charges 
surfaced online, signed off by Monywa 
Special Branch offi cer Myin Lwin. The 
law reads thus:

Ethnic cause taken up in WA
Renegade West Australian MP Luke 
Simpkins has followed up on his recent 
self-funded visit to the Thai border and 
Karen resistance-held territory inside 
Myanmar (a bit of a diplomatic no-no) 
with a strongly worded speech imploring 
that sanctions ought to be considered, as 
he’s not convinced of the sincerity of the 
reform process.

Simpkins, who has a large Karen 
and Chin population in his constituency 
(West Australia being the highest 
concentration of Myanmar refugees in 
the country), was inspired to visit Karen 
National Day and spent some time with 
the Free Burma Rangers – a responsive-
only-but-somewhat-militant missionary 
outfi t who see to it that abuses around 
the country are documented as best as 
possible, and provide aid through their 
Backpack Medic program.

While he certainly made some 
valid points (and some glaring errors 
with regards to the constitution of the 
hluttaw), he also made the all-too-
common mistake of painting all ethnic 
armed resistances as a rag-tag bunch 
of freedom fi ghters who’ve never been 

implicated in forced labour, human 
rights abuses, rape, drug-running or the 
planting of landmines in civilian areas. 
He made the case for greater diplomatic 
engagement by the Australian embassy, 
and highlighted the need for an improved 
dialogue between ethnic minorities and 
the central government.

Following his visit to Karen State, 
and perhaps inspired by the resistance, 
Simpkins initiated the spill motion that 
threw Australian politics into disarray 
and that the country’s walking punchline 
of a prime minister narrowly survived.

Naked sexy dance called off
Zar Zar Htet, a celebrity whose 
profession is described as "sexy model", 
has refuted rumours that suggested 
she intended to perform a “naked 
sexy dance” as a morale-booster for 
Tatmadaw troops. She took to her 
Facebook page to dispel the claims, the 
source of which was not entirely clear. 
She did, however, make a public donation 
to the families of those who had lost 
loved ones in the recent Kokang confl ict.

In brief*
Egregiously hammy acting style 

widely deployed in Myanmar soap 
operas traced back to one washed-up, 
expressive Italian drama coach

Tour de Bago cancelled
Explanation as to why Pheung Kya-

shin's public statements have been in 
the third person proves elusive; “Even 
Pheung Kya-shin does not know,” said 
Pheung Kya-shin

Tourist basing itinerary around guide 
to Yangon’s “counterculture” published 
in The Guardian last week somewhat 
disappointed by 50th St; “It’s not… it’s not 
very edgy”

Next week*
Expat columns threaten to march 

on Sule from Yaw Min Gyi and Golden 
Valley as City Mart pulls booze from the 
shelves; “This is like the Tonic Crisis of 
2012 all over again," said one man

Local winemaker named "The Face of 
Buddhist Terroir" by Grapevine Magazine

China’s one-year ban on ivory imports 
“could” impact Mong La trade, but 
“probably won’t”, say observers

Cigarette brand ups ante in battle of 
promo girl hemlines: deploys knees

*not true
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HAPPY PEASANTS‛ DAY!!!! 

A-thet (Alive) Magazine reflects on the true meaning of the holiday.

Once was Burma ...
Archival material courtesy of 
Pansodan Gallery
First fl oor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township

Residents of Katha smash their mobile phones, in an apparent act of protest at MPT's coverage. Photo: via Facebook

‘Whoever does anything with any of the 
following intent; that is to say;
a) to depreciate, pervert, hinder, 
restrain, or vandalise the loyalty, 
enthusiasm, acquiescence, health,  
training, or performance of duties of 
the army organizations of the Union 
or of civil servants in a way  that would 
induce their respect of the government 
to be diminished, or to disobey rules, or 
to be disloyal to the government; [...]
e) to spread false news, knowing, or 
having reason to believe that it is not 
true’

Emergency Provisions Act [Burma Act 17, 1950]

Tourists say the darndest things
“One could sit sideways across a mat and scrunch your legs to brace 
against the opposite side. This was uncomfortable as there was no back 
support and I could not twist around to see what was being pointed out 
in the direction of my back. I ended up sitting backwards, and this was 
dreadful. I had to hold on tightly with both hands because the carriage tilts 
backwards and you bounce over lots of ruts.”

Review of Bagan Horse Cart 144, TripAdvisor
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Fog of war  
shrouds truth 
on civilian 
casualties

CONFLICTING accounts are emerg-
ing of atrocities against civilians in 
Kokang during three weeks of heavy 
fighting between the military and 
ethnic Chinese rebel forces in the self-
administered border area.

Independent verification of claims 
by both sides has been hampered by 
continued clashes and several attacks, 
sometimes by unidentified gunmen, 
on Red Cross and civilian convoys. Me-
dia access to the region, where Presi-
dent U Thein Sein imposed martial 
law on February 17, has been tightly 
controlled by the Tatmadaw, as well as 
by Chinese authorities on their side of 
the rugged border following an exodus 
of tens of thousands of mostly ethnic 
Chinese civilians.

Pictures posted on February 25 on 
Weibo, a popular Chinese microblog-
ging site, purport to show volunteer 
workers in the main town of Laukkai 
collecting mutilated and bloodied 
bodies of men in civilian clothing 
and cremating them on makeshift 
pyres made of rubber tyres and 
wood. At least three of the men had 
their hands bound with rope behind 
their backs. Official Chinese censors 
quickly deleted the posts.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times 
by telephone from just inside China, 
a woman who said she worked for 
the volunteer association, but did not 
take part in the operation, said the 
photographs were genuine and that 
the group had collected and disposed 
of 11 bodies in the town. She said she 
did not know who had killed the men, 
but that some of them had last been 
seen dragged from their homes by the 
Tatmadaw. “They were civilians,” she 
said, asking not to be identified. She 
said that a 10-year-old boy had also 
been killed by a landmine.

U Zaw Htay, director of the Presi-
dent’s Office, denied military respon-
sibility for civilian deaths in the area. 
“Government troops did not attack  
innocent civilians,” he told The Myan-
mar Times. 

He accused rebels of the Myanmar 
National Democratic Alliance Army 
(MNDAA) of infiltrating the region 

and pretending to be civilians. The 
pictures posted on Weibo were anti-
government “propaganda”, he said. 
“As you know they [the MNDAA] have 
prepared systematically to launch this 
military offensive. So they are ready 
to make propaganda that the govern-
ment is killing civilians when the Tata-
madaw attack them.” 

The MNDAA issued a statement 
on February 25 urging refugees who 
had fled to China not to return to 
their homes, accusing government 
troops and police of killing people 
suspected of being rebels. The rebel 
group, fighting to reclaim territory 
it lost to the Tatmadaw in 2009, has 
accused the military of killing more 
than 100 civilians.

Meanwhile, the Shan Human 
Rights Organisation accused soldiers 
of looting homes in three ethnic Shan 
and Palaung villages near Laukkai 
over the past week. The villages had 

been largely abandoned by their in-
habitants with most fleeing to China, 
leaving behind mainly elderly people 
to look after their homes, the group 
said on February 27. 

It quoted villagers from Goong Sar 
and Na Sai as saying Tatmadaw troops 
had burned down sugar-cane fields to 
prevent Kokang rebels from hiding 
there, causing large financial losses as 
the fields were about to be harvested.

Despite these reports, the army-
run Myawady newspaper said on 
February 26 that “stability” had been 
restored to Laukkai and local people 
were returning to their homes. It said 
1314 people had gone back from Feb-
ruary 22-24 and were welcomed by the 
army and local authorities with “noo-
dles, soft drinks and snacks”.

Guy 
Dinmore

guydinmore@yahoo.co.uk

‘[The MNDAA] 
are ready to make 
propaganda that 
the government is 
killing civilians.’

U Zaw Htay 
President’s office

More on news 5

Protests highlight labour 
law shortcomings: activists

nyan Lynn aUng noe noe aUng

LABOUR groups have blamed weak-
nesses in the legal framework for an 
outbreak of protests at factories in 
Yangon that has resulted in confron-
tations between workers and police.

While most workers from five 
strike-hit factories in Yangon indus-
trial zones have agreed to return to 
work, some remain on the picket 
lines.

Ko Aung Thu of the Myanmar 
Trade Union Federation (MTUF) 
said the Settlement of Labour Dis-
pute Law was unable to resolve the 
current problems.

“Laws that were enacted … can-
not protect the workers. Not only are 
workers losing their rights but own-
ers are also having problems too. 
These laws cannot solve [disputes] 
or protect both sides from losses,” 
he said. 

On January 28, workers from the 
Red Stone, Costec, E-Land Myanmar 
and Ford Glory garment factories 
and Tai Yi shoe factory – located in 
the Shwe Pyi Thar and Hlaing Thar 

Yar industrial zones – went on strike, 
issuing a range of demands to fac-
tory owners. 

While these varied between 
the factories, all groups sought a 
K30,000-a-month pay increase.

On February 17, the Yangon Re-
gion government attempted un-
successfully to negotiate with the 
workers, and three days later they 
sent police to close down the strike 
camps.

However, the intervention result-
ed in violence between police and 
striking workers.

U Maung Maung Win, a lawyer 
who sits on the Arbitration Coun-
cil created under the Settlement 
of Labour Dispute Law to resolve 
disputes, said both workers and 
employers regularly violated pro-
visions of Myanmar’s labour laws 
with impunity.

“It’s rare for them to obey the 
laws. This is why the worker protests 
are still happening,” he said.

MTUF president U Aung Lin 
said that based on the cases the 
federation has been involved in 
employers are more likely to vio-
late the law than workers. How-
ever, he called on both sides to re-
spect the rules.

“Even though there are problems 
with the law, we would like both 

sides to obey it and to negotiate. If 
not, things could get worse,” said U 
Aung Lin.

He also said knowledge of the 
laws needed to improve.

“For example, [workers] have the 
right to demand a salary increase, 
but how should they go about doing 
it? It’s possible they could break the 
law if they do it the wrong way.”

Ko Naing Linn Aung, an activ-
ist involved in the dispute resolu-
tion process, said that workers from 
three factories had reached a set-
tlement with their employers and 
planned to return to work.

Others – in particular workers from 
E-Land garment factory – remain on 
strike.

“Today, about 160 workers went 
back to their factories,” he said. “But 
the protests started with a large 
number of workers. After the fight 
with the police, many went back to 
their villages. Around 200 are still 
protesting,” he said.

On February 24, the Ministry 
of Labour, Employment and Social 
Security, the Myanmar Garment 
Manufacturers Association and the 
Yangon Region government issued 
a statement on the strikes, warning 
that they would negotiate but also 
take legal action in cases where the 
law has been breached.

Workers from the E-Land Myanmar factory protest in Shwe Pyi Thar Industrial Zone. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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OMI continues freedom 
of information push
OPEN Myanmar Initiative (OMI) will 
continue to press for a freedom of in-
formation law, its spokesperson said 
last week. On February 28, OMI was 
to host a workshop at Yangon’s Orchid 
Hotel for representatives of non-gov-
ernmental sectors on the issue.

“Civil society organisations and 
NGOs will attend. There will also be 
representatives and experts on special-
ised fields, who have been individually 
invited,” said OMI director U Aye Kyaw. 

“We will host several workshops 
later this year to press for an FOI law 
... We hope inputs from those work-
shops will support the emergence of 
an FOI law. People have the right to 
see official documents and informa-
tion unless it is confidential.”

At least two workshops would take 
place in March with the participation 
of government representatives.

“Members of the commission 
formed by the president will also par-
ticipate in the workshops, as well as 
Ministry of Information representatives 

and legal experts,” U Aye Kyaw said.
“I think different expert points of 

view will help a lot.” 
OMI is a political research organi-

sation affiliated to the 88 Generation 
Peace and Open Society. Last year, it 
released three reports on parliamen-
tary activities.

The government has committed to 
joining a number of transparency ini-
tiatives, including the Open Govern-
ment Partnership. 

However, most observers agree it 
still has a significant way to go before 
it could be considered for member-
ship. To be eligible for the Open Gov-
ernment Partnership, Myanmar needs 
to score 12 out of a possible 16 points 
across four criteria.

An OECD assessment carried out 
in 2013 pegged Myanmar’s score at 
just two of 16 points. Both points were 
due to the enactment of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Law, which mandates the dis-
closure of assets by some government 
officials. – Lun Min Mang

Mandalay 
uni stops 
politics 
lecture

MANDALAY University authori-
ties last week cancelled a planned 
presentation by a prominent for-
eign journalist just an hour be-
fore it was due to go ahead.

Former British Broadcasting 
Corporation journalist and po-
litical analyst Larry Jagan had 
been scheduled to give a pres-
entation on political reform in 
Myanmar at 3pm on February 
24 at Inwa Hall on the university 
campus.

The talk, which was to cover 
this year’s election, the constitu-
tion, the future of the presidency, 
peace talks with ethnic groups 
and religious conflicts, was can-
celled at 2pm by the university’s 
rector.

A meeting with political sci-
ence students from the univer-
sity was allowed to take place as 
planned at 5pm.

Mr Jagan was previously on 
a government blacklist but has 
in recent years been able to visit 
Myanmar regularly.

He told The Myanmar Times 
that he did not know the reason 
for the cancellation.

“You would have to talk to the 
rector about why he cancelled it,” 
he said. 

“We saw [a similar case] with 
the Irrawaddy Literary Festival 
[in 2014 when] the central gov-
ernment says yes [but the] local 
authorities say no.

“There are differences within 
the government hierarchy and it 
[takes] time before this changes. 
I don’t see it as censorship; it is a 
bureaucratic matter.”  

One of organisers of the talk, 
who asked not to be named, said 
he believed the incident would 
damage the image of Mandalay 
University.

Political science student U 
Win Aung, who attended the 5pm 
event, said he was impressed by 
Mr Jagan’s comments, particu-
larly his suggestion not to expect 
too much from the 2015 election 
due to Myanmar’s lack of experi-
ence with democracy.

Khin Su Wai
jasminekhin@gmail.com

Peace brings plantations and  
displacement in Myeik hills

VILLAGERS in a remote and moun-
tainous part of Tanintharyi Region are 
claiming compensation from a joint 
venture company running a palm oil 
project on land they say was confiscat-
ed from them.

The Kawutt-Kawmabyin area is 
more than 40 kilometres (27 miles) 
from Myeik and 80-km (50 miles) 
from Tanintharyi township. Much of 
the area, including the farmland, was 
abandoned during the fighting be-
tween Tatmadaw forces and the Karen 
National Union that ended with a Janu-
ary 2012 ceasefire.

But as peace allowed the former res-
idents to return home, large investors in 
search of land for plantations came too.

Malaysian-owned Myanmar Stark 
Prestige Plantation (MSPP) launched 
an oil-palm project on more than 
17,000 hectares (42,000 acres) in the 
area in 2011, investing US$36 mil-
lion over a 30-year contract. The joint  

venture is 95 percent owned by Ma-
laysian Prestige Plantation and 5pc by 
Stark Industrial Myanmar.

But a group of villagers says the 
land belongs to them, and the company 
has paid no compensation.

In January, residents from 14 vil-
lages near the project wrote to Vice 
President U Nyan Tun, chair of the Na-
tional Resource Management central 
committee, the KNU and the regional 
authorities.

Ko Myint Naing, 34, a resident of 
Bawsanway village, said 28 acres of 
hillside land was confiscated and areca, 
cashew and palm trees cut down. “The 
company didn’t pay any compensation 
to us, they said they’d got permission 
from Nay Pyi Taw to implement their 
project,” he said, adding that his par-
ents inherited the land, but had no legal 
documents.

Bar Soe Tae, a priest in Thara Bwin 
village, said the lack of legal documents 
was common in the area, and many 
farmers did not even know the exact 
size of their holdings. “We had enough 
land for all the villagers. But the com-
pany grabbed the land and we lost our 
future,” he said.

MSPP planted 385 acres in 2012, ris-
ing to 2221 acres in 2013, and expects to 

occupy 25,000 acres by 2018.
U Aung Min Thu, MSPP general 

manager in Myeik, insisted the land be-
longed to nobody before the company 
came and accused 88 Generation and 
National League for Democracy mem-
bers from Myeik of stirring up trouble 
in the area.

“We have had no problems with 
the residents for the past four years,” 
he said, adding that the value of land 
had risen since the company built a  
44-km road connecting the area with 

Tanintharyi and Myeik.
Saw Myint Soe, the chief of Thein 

Byin village, said that in addition to 
their claim for compensation, they 
wanted the company to stop expanding 
their plantation, and to provide more 
information about its plans. “We don’t 
know anything about the company and 
they didn’t explain us about their pro-
jects,” he said.

Daw Mya Thida, managing director 
of Stark Industrial, said villagers could 
have objected when the company be-
gan the project, but had failed to do so. 
“We agreed in the MOU that the gov-
ernment had to provide the land with-
out objection,” she said.

Foreign investors could be discour-
aged if issues of this kind were not re-
solved, she added.

The situation bears many similari-
ties with cases throughout the country 
in which farmers complain that the 
authorities have confiscated their land, 
often for large-scale plantations, and 
demand either compensation or resto-
ration. U Myint Sein, an expert in legal 
matters concerning land ownership, 
said the law provided little protection to 
villagers in this situation. “They have no 
hope of getting back their lands if they 
have no legal documents,” he said.

Wa Lone

walone14@gmail.com

Land cleared for a palm oil plantation project implemented by a Malaysian company. Photo: Wa Lone

A resident of the Kawutt-Kawmabyin 
area who lost land to a palm oil 
project. Photo: Wa Lone



News 5www.mmtimes.com

The military has given scant in-
formation on civilian casualties in 
its accounts of the conflict, which 
have successfully stirred an unprec-
edented groundswell of popular 
support for the Tatmadaw despite 
its brutal record during more than 
four decades of military rule. In a 
rare admission of government loss-
es, the Tatmadaw has issued almost 
daily reports of its own casualties, 
with four more deaths reported 
on February 26, bringing the total 
to more than 60. State media said 
the success of Tatmadaw operations 
had forced MNDAA soldiers “to 
hide in jungles and mountains and 
ambush the Tatmadaw columns”.

Matthew Smith, director of For-
tify Rights, an NGO, urged the My-
anmar and Chinese authorities to 
give unfettered access to aid agen-
cies, journalists and others.  He said 
the army has been involved in past 
atrocities with complete impunity. 

“An impartial international in-
vestigation into wartime abuses in 
the ethnic states is long overdue,” 
he said.

Accusations of civilian deaths 
come at a sensitive juncture in the 
Tatmadaw’s efforts to normalise its 
relations with Western militaries and 
remove military sanctions imposed 
by the US and European Union. 

US and Myanmar officials held 
their second round of “human 
rights dialogue” in Nay Pyi Taw 
from January 14 to 15. The US said 
it recognised the Myanmar govern-
ment’s “positive efforts to date” and 
that both sides agreed that “adher-
ence to international humanitarian 
law is essential to a strong profes-
sional military that maintains the 
trust of the people”.

“Both governments reaffirmed 
their obligations under the Geneva 
Conventions to protect civilian pop-
ulations at all times and all places. 
Both governments discussed ways 
to work together to support secu-
rity sector cooperation and reform,” 
a US embassy statement said.

Explaining the Obama admin-
istration’s decision to engage with 
Myanmar’s military, a senior Pen-
tagon official told a congressional 
sub-committee in December 2013 
that US policy supports continued 
encouragement for reform and en-
hancement in the military’s ability 
to respect human rights and civil-
ian authority and control.

Vikram J Singh, deputy assistant 
secretary of defence for South and 
Southeast Asia, said the military in 
Myanmar remained critical to the 
ultimate success of government re-
form efforts and a full transition to 
democracy. – Additional reporting 
by Kayleigh Long and Ei Ei Toe Lwin

continued from news 3

STUDENT leaders last week met Pyi-
daungsu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U 
Shwe Mann to discuss the timeline for 
the approval of changes to the Nation-
al Education Law, amid a dispute with 
the ministry over differing versions of 
the draft amendments.

Student leader Ko Nanda Sit Aung 
said they requested the meeting be-
cause of concerns that parliament 
would not enact the bill in time to 
avert a possible clash between stu-
dents marching from Mandalay to 
Yangon and police, who have warned 
the students to stay out of Myanmar’s 
largest city.

The students could not be reached 
after the meeting, but Ko Nanda Sit 
Aung said prior to the talks that they 
were concerned the government and 
parliament were stalling on the prom-
ised changes.

The Amyotha Hluttaw announced 
on February 24 that it would conduct 
consultations on the proposed chang-
es from March 5 to 15. Students halted 
their march on Yangon on February 
18 but have said they will resume on 
March 2 if the law is not yet enacted.

“After we announced a date to 
resume marching, the hluttaw re-
sponded by setting dates to discuss 
the amendments. We think the gov-
ernment is prolonging the process 
and the hluttaw is also testing our pa-
tience,” Ko Nanda Sit Aung said.

Earlier last week, student leaders 
accused the Ministry of Education of 
misleading the public by publishing 
draft changes to the education law 
that they say differ from amendments 
agreed on at four-way talks earlier in 
the month.

On February 19, state-run media 
published the current version of the 
National Education Law with two sets 
of the proposed changes: those put 
forward by the ministry, and those 
developed by student representatives 
together with U Thein Lwin from the 
NNER, Yangon Region Hluttaw repre-
sentative Daw Nyo Nyo Thin and Ko 
Aung Hmine San of the Action Com-
mittee for Democratic Education.

Student leaders said the ministry 
had agreed to shelve its version at 
talks on February 14 that also involved 
MPs and the National Network for 
Education Reform.

“This bill was abolished at the four-
party meeting because MPs said the 
hluttaw would not consider two bills 

– one from the four-party meeting and 
one from the ministry,” NNER leader 
U Thein Lwin said on February 22.

The NNER and student leaders 
have sent letters of complaint to the 
ministry, parliamentary speakers, and 
local and international NGOs about 
the draft bill.

The differing amendment bills 
put forward by the ministry and the 
NNER are likely to delay the process, 
MPs said last week.

U Phyo Min Thein, a National 
League for Democracy MP, said the 
process could take up to one month 
if parliament needs to consider both 
drafts. 

“While the NNER bill is based on 
11 [main demands], it would change 
about half of the existing law,” he 
said. “We also have to get feedback 
from ethnic minorities on the mother 
tongue sections.”

Both bills share some similar fea-
tures, albeit with different wording. 

They both state that the National 
Education Commission will not exer-
cise control over schools and universi-
ties, which will have the right to self-
administration.

They also state that the government 
must ensure that the mainstream 
school system caters to students with 
a disability.

Students will have the right to 
choose subjects, aside from those re-
quired to pass the matriculation exam.

Students and teachers can also es-
tablish unions freely and will receive 
financial support to do so from univer-
sity authorities.

Schools will be able to decide 
which language they use in classes, in-
cluding English, Myanmar and minor-
ity languages.

The government will be required 

to allocate at least 20 percent of the 
national budget to education within 
five years. The accounts of schools and 
universities will be subject to external 
audits under the draft changes.

Students meet speaker 
as MPs ready for debate

Mratt 
Kyaw thu

mrattkthu@gmail.com

Students protest the National Education Law in Yangon on February 15. Photo: AFP
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Fireworks explode over soldiers from the Karen National Liberation Army’s Seventh Brigade as part of celebrations 
marking the 66th Karen Revolution Day at their headquarters in eastern Kayin State. Photo: AFP

Kokang on  
agenda at  
March talks

FIGHTING in the Kokang region 
between the Tatmadaw and a lo-
cal ethnic armed group will be up 
for discussion at the next round 
of peace talks, but Kokang rep-
resentatives will likely be barred 
from the talks. 

The negotiations between the 
government’s Union Peace-mak-
ing Work Committee and the Na-
tionwide Ceasefire Coordination 
Team (NCCT), the ethnic armed 
groups’ umbrella, will resume 
next month.

Delegates from both sides 
agreed to negotiate at an informal 
meeting in Chiang Mai on Febru-
ary 21.

“We plan to meet from March 
12 to 16 in Yangon,” NCCT member 
U Khun Okkar confirmed.

Negotiators will focus on the 
few points not yet finalised in the 
draft ceasefire agreement which, 
if signed, would pave the way for 
political dialogue and ultimately 
an end to Myanmar’s ethnic con-
flicts. Talks have been stalled since 
August against the background of 
a series of outbreaks of fighting.

The two sides also discussed 
the recent fighting in the Kokang 
region between the Tatmadaw and 
the Myanmar National Democrat-
ic Alliance Army (MNDAA). 

The MNDAA was the first eth-
nic armed group to sign a cease-
fire with the previous military 
government. However, in August 
2009, that ceasefire broke down 
as fighting between government 
troops and MNDAA forces drove 
thousands of refugees across the 
border into Yunnan province, 
China.

On February 9, clashes be-
tween the MNDAA and the Tat-
madaw broke out again in Kokang 
as the MNDAA tried to retake the 
government-controlled Kokang 
self-administered zone, accord-
ing to the government. Although 

the MNDAA wrote to President 
U Thein Sein proposing a resolu-
tion through political means, the 
president publicly rejected the 
demand. He has since placed the 
region under martial law.

MNDAA is a member both of 
the NCCT and another ethnic alli-
ance group, the United Nationali-
ties Federal Council. 

But U Hla Maung Shwe, a 
senior official with the Myanmar 
Peace Center, said the govern-
ment would probably bar repre-
sentatives of the MNDAA from 
attending next month’s meeting, 
but that the Kokang issue would 
be discussed. “The MNDAA has 
never sent delegates to NCCT 
meetings, but the NCCT can  

negotiate with the government 
on their behalf. We understand 
the main task of the NCCT is to 
finalise the National Ceasefire 
draft,” he said.

The UNFC, however, has urged 
the government to resolve the 
conflict through political means 
and not by launching a military 
offensive. 

“We requested the government 
to recognise them as another 
ethnic group like us and resolve 
the situation through political 
means,” U Khun Okkar said.

It also questioned the govern-
ment’s accusation that the MN-
DAA initiated the fighting.

“Most of the civilians who have 
died in Kokang are ethnic Kokang. 
That’s why we believe that MN-
DAA did not launch this attack,” 
the UNFC said in a statement.

Union Day deal highlights deep 
rift in the Karen National Union

CRACKS have once again emerged in 
the ranks of the Karen National Un-
ion as a result of the group’s decision 
to sign the Union Day declaration 
on February 12. A delegation led by 
KNU chair General Mutu Sae Pho at-
tending the Union Day celebrations 
in Nay Pyi Taw signed a commitment 
along with all the members of the 
government, including President U 
Thein Sein, in favour of establishing 
a federal system.

Allied groups, including the KNU/
KNLA Peace Council, the Democratic 
Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA) and 
the Restoration Council of Shan 
State, also signed the commitment to 
build a system based on democratic 
and federal principles in the spirit of 
Panglong and in accordance with the 
outcomes of political dialogue.

But four days later, on February 
16, KNU deputy leader Naw Zippo-
rah Sein announced that the signing 
was not in accordance with the deci-
sion of the KNU Central Committee 
meeting held from February 3 to 7.

“KNU will have to resolve this or-
ganisationally,” the statement said, 
adding that the KNU was committed 
to striving for the emergence of a na-
tionwide ceasefire and political dia-
logue without delay. It said the KNU 
wanted to solve political problems 
by political means and through the 
establishment of genuine peace and 
a federal union.

Padoh Saw Kwe Htoo Win, a  

member of the KNU central commit-
tee who also attended the Union Day 
meeting, said that signing the com-
mitment did not represent a deviation 
from KNU principles and policies. 

He said Naw Zipporah Sein’s an-
nouncement represented only her 
personal views, and not those of the 
central committee. He added that KNU 
would soon hold an executive commit-
tee meeting to resolve the issue.

The spectre of disunity first arose 
following the decision by the KNU 
to suspend its membership in the 
United Nationalities Federal Coun-
cil (UNFC), an umbrella group rep-
resenting a range of ethnic armed 
groups.

Though KNU chair General Mutu 
Sae Pho wrote to the UNFC an-
nouncing the suspension in August, 
Naw Zipporah Sein, the vice chair, 
indicated at the time that she would 
continue to take part.

“I don’t want to say there are two 
groups in KNU, but there are two 
visions. The most important thing 
is how to better maintain solidarity 
among them,” Padoh Saw Kw Htoo 
Win said about the apparent split.

The issue has also spilled over 
into negotiations toward a nation-
wide ceasefire. The government has 
been in talks with the Nationwide 
Ceasefire Coordination Team, which 
is negotiating on behalf of 16 armed 
ethnic groups, since late 2013 in an 
effort to clinch a single ceasefire 
agreement. 

However, observers say the KNU 
wants to sign an individual agreement 

with the government, since it has bet-
ter relations with Nay Pyi Taw than 
other NCCT members, such as the 
Kachin Independence Organisation 
and the New Mon State Party. 

An official close to Nay Pyi Taw 
who asked not to be named told The 
Myanmar Times that some ethnic 
armies feel it is impossible to sign a 
nationwide ceasefire with the agree-
ment of all armed groups represent-
ed in the NCCT.

“If the NCCT doesn’t agree to 
sign the NCA by April, some mem-
bers will probably sign individually 
because they want to start a politi-
cal dialogue in May. They know the 
government can’t wait any longer be-
cause of the upcoming general elec-
tion,” he said.

Another factor is that most armed 
groups have already concluded Un-
ion-level ceasefire agreements with 
government.

“But there has to be a nationwide 
ceasefire agreement because it will 
contain all the detailed military pro-
visions,” said U Hla Maung Shwe, an 
official of the Myanmar Peace Center.

Padoh Saw Kwe Htoo, noting that 
existing individual agreements do 
not contain a detailed code of condi-
tion for the military, confirmed that 
the KNU had no intention of sign-
ing an individual accord, even as it 
pressed for a political dialogue. 

“KNU have no intention of sign-
ing an NCA alone in April,” he said. 
“We will continue to cooperate with 
other members of the NCCT as much 
as we can.”

‘We requested  
the government  
to ... resolve the  
situation through 
political means.’ 

U Khun Okkar 
NccT Member

Myanmar Peace Center officials say representatives 
of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army 
will not be allowed to attend next peace meeting

MPs approve next round of $700 million China loan

SUCCEEDING on its second try, the 
government persuaded has Pyidaung-
su Hluttaw to accept a US$300 million 
from Exim Bank of China on February 
25, but only after lengthy debate. Par-
liament had turned down the loan at 
its last session, in part due to concerns 
about the interest rate and how the 
funds would be managed.

This is the second loan the govern-
ment has accepted from China, and 
further loans totally another $300 mil-
lion are expected, taking the total pack-
age up to $700 million. 

During a long debate, many speak-
ers expressed reservations about it, in-

cluding the 4.5 percent annual interest 
rate. Many other foreign loans to Myan-
mar have been granted on concession-
ary terms, with little or no interest and 
repayment periods of up to 40 years.

Presenting it case, the Ministry of 
Cooperatives said the 10-year loan, 
which has a two-year deferment period, 
would help alleviate poverty and pro-
mote rural development.

But Daw Khin Mwae Lwin, MP for 
Minkin township, told the house that 
she was worried that poor management 
of the funds would leave the country in 
debt, with little to show for it. 

“I’m worried that both the country 
and the public will struggle to repay the 
loan unless it’s properly managed, so I 
oppose this proposal. But that doesn’t 

mean I don’t wish to see farmers and 
low-income people borrowing money 
at low interest,” she said.

She added that rather than default 
on their loans some cooperative asso-
ciation members had to borrow from 
illegal moneylenders at rates of interest 
as high as nearly 20pc a month.

Daw Khin San Hlaing, representing 
Pale in Sagaing Region, said the Chi-
nese loan carried quite high interest 
and farmers were unlikely to be able 
to relieve their difficulties by taking 
out cooperative loans only. Recalling 
her opposition to an earlier application 
from the Ministry of Cooperatives for a 
$100 million loan from China, she won-
dered whether the money would reach 
the farmers who really needed it.

U Win Myint, the MP for Myingyan, 
said rural people needed capital for 
their agricultural and livestock busi-
nesses, but faced a high rate of inter-
est when borrowing. “This low-income 
group could benefit from a very low 
interest rate compared with that set by 
illegal moneylenders. They can reduce 
their burden of debt while raising their 
social status,” he said.

But Minister for Cooperatives U 
Kyaw Hsan said he had sought the loan 
on the advice from the Union and state 
and regional governments. “Concern-
ing this loan, I’m working honestly and 
transparently. I can take responsibility 
if there is mistake,” he said.

The minister told hluttaw that $220 
million of the new loan would be set 

aside for those unable to access coop-
erative loans, $50 million was slated for 
loan extensions for current cooperative 
members, and the remaining $30 mil-
lion would fund a plan to sell agricul-
tural machinery on instalment.

Under a preliminary agreement, 
China has agreed to lend Myanmar 
$700 million, of which $50 million was 
transferred in December 2013 and $50 
million more in April 2014.

U Tun Wai of the Pyi Kyaw Coop-
erative Association in Pyinmana said 
he had been told that the $300 million 
would arrive in May. “The interest will 
be lower than the previous loan, so 
people can benefit if they manage their 
loans well,” he said. – Translation by 
Thiri Min Htun and Zar Zar Soe
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A SPANISH tourist attacked on 
the outskirts of Bago last week 
has told The Myanmar Times he 
may have died had he not put on 
his helmet to deflect the blows of 
his assailants, one of whom was 
wielding an iron pipe.

Carlos Perez, 31, suffered head, 
arm and leg injuries in the attack, 
and also had a number of posses-
sions stolen, although most were 
later retrieved by the police. 

Mr Perez, who has visited more 
than 60 countries by bicycle over 
the past two-and-a-half years, said 
he was attacked while he stopped 
to cook food in a rural area about 
10 kilometres (6.2 miles) outside 
of Bago on the evening of Febru-
ary 23. He had arrived in Myan-
mar at the Myawaddy-Mae Sot 
border crossing on February 21. 

Mr Perez said that the two 
men, who appeared to be in their 
20s, approached him while he was 
cooking food. They struck him 
over the head with an iron pipe, 
before kicking and beating him as 
he tried to escape on his bike.

“I would say the attack lasted 
about 20 minutes in total. It cer-
tainly wasn’t short and during it 
I was able to get my helmet on 
to protect me. I think that might 
have saved my life,” he told The 
Myanmar Times from his hospital 
bed on February 27. 

He has since returned to Spain 
to receive treatment.  

After the attack, the duo – one 
of whom Mr Perez said smelled 
very strongly of alcohol – fled 
with his possessions, including 
his bike, passport and cash. How-
ever, the police later retrieved the 
most valuable items, including 
some of the cash. 

He was eventually able to get 
to the main road to flag down a 
driver, who took him to Bago Hos-
pital, before he was transferred to 
Yangon General Hospital. After 
being rejected from two private 
hospitals due to the nature of his 
injuries, Mr Perez was eventually 
accepted by a third private hospi-
tal where he received treatment 
for injuries.

These included a head wound, 
broken fingers, two fractures to 
his left arm and a large gash on 
his left knee, which will require 
surgery to fix broken ligaments. 

Despite the attack, Mr Perez, 
who remained in very positive 
spirits, said he holds no grudge 
against the country or its people.

“This could have happened 
anywhere. Unfortunately it did 
happen to me here, but the people 
here have been incredibly friendly 
and helpful, and even returned me 
most of my possessions,” he said. 

“I don’t think they [the at-
tackers] were professional crimi-
nals, they just lost control of the  
situation.”

Spanish tourist tells 
of mugging ordeal
Oliver SlOw
newsroom@mmtimes.com

EXCLUSIVE

Thousands of birds culled 
after Monywa flu outbreak

POULTRY breeders have moved fast to 
control an outbreak of bird flu, state-
owned media have reported. The chair 
of the Sagaing Region Livestock Fed-
eration said on February 26 that a spe-
cial group had been formed to combat 
H5N1 in the Monywa Fowl and Quail 
Livestock Special Zone.

Dr Htein Lin said all infected birds 
had been destroyed, and controls had 
been imposed to keep suspect stock 
out of the market.

According to state-owned media, 
10,023 quail had died as of February 
25 and 23,000 were destroyed, while 
1243 chickens died of the disease and 
1488 more were slaughtered in the 
55-hectare (134-acre) zone.

“According to our figures, there 
are more than 140,000 chickens in 
the zone, but we don’t know the exact 
number of quail,” said Dr Htein Lin.

“Not all farms were affected. Con-
trols have been put in place to stop the 
spread of the disease, and no infected 
products will be put on sale outside 
the zone. The regional government is 
also involved, and we have released 
full details of our response. The situa-
tion is under control,” he said.

Dr Htein Lin said authorities in the 

zone were applying experience gained 
during H5N1 outbreaks in 2006 and 
2010 in dealing with the current  
situation.

Dr Kyaw Htin, head of the Manda-
lay Region Livestock Federation, said 
fowl deaths outside the zone were due 
to Newcastle disease and respiratory 
ailments common at this time of year.

“There is no unusual H5N1 activity 
in Mandalay Region, and no humans 
in Monywa are reported as infected. 
Bio-security is the key to dealing with 
H5N1. Livestock products such as 
eggs, chicken meat and poultry guts 

derived from illegal trade are dan-
gerous, especially those coming from 
China,” he said.

Chickens are mostly bred in Pathe-
ingyi and Madaya in Mandalay Region 
in more than 200 poultry farms, he 
said, adding that one possible source 
of infection was the practice of some 
chicken butchers to build temporary 
slaughter huts beside creeks.

“H5N1 genes are always chang-
ing. One day, we will have to adopt a 
closed-farm system for fowl and quail 
livestock,” he said.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

PhyO wai Kyaw hlaing Kyaw SOe

Thousands of chickens and quail were destroyed in Monywa. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw
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Migrant worker 
tells of Kokang 
kidnapping ordeal

A MIGRANT worker captured by 
soldiers from an unknown armed 
group in the Kokang region man-
aged to escape after being held at 
gunpoint and tortured. After reach-
ing the Mansu Shan monastery in 
Lashio, which is sheltering hun-
dreds of people made homeless by 
the fighting, Ko Zin Min Aung re-
ceived medical treatment at Lashio 
general hospital. From his hospital 
bed he told The Myanmar Times 
about his ordeal.

Could you tell us about your  
experience?
We fled from Laukkai because of 
the fighting. We had no money. Just 
after we had crossed Chinshwehaw 
Bridge [on February 15], five men 
forced us to sit down and asked 
where we were from. They asked if 
we are from the government army, 
and we told them we were not. But 
they accused us of being soldiers 
and made us go with them. At first 
we were ready to resist, because 
there were eight of us and five of 
them. But then we saw the red dots 
of laser gun-sights on our chests.

On the way, they blindfolded us. 
When we reached their compound 
they offered us alcohol and asked 
again if we were soldiers. This time, 
they beat us when we denied it. 
They broke my arm by putting it be-
tween the fork of two posts. I don’t 
know whether my friends are still 
alive or not.

What did the men who captured 
you look like?
They looked like Chinese people, 
with a fair complexion. They wore 
green uniforms without markings, 
but on their hats there was a kind 
of circle. They were not Myanmar 
soldiers, and they spoke with heavy 
accents.

What about their weapons?
I saw no weapons, just the laser 
beam spots. They warned us not to 
try to escape, unless we wanted a 
quick death.

How did you get away?
We managed to escape very early 
the following morning, at about 
2am or 3am. When we asked for 
water, the guard who went to fetch 
it left the door of the hut open. All 
our other friends were asleep be-
cause they had forced them to drink 
alcohol and we couldn’t wake them. 
So it was just the two of us who got 
away.

Do you know what happened to 
your friend?
He was beaten on the back of the 
head. While we were running, we 
saw the lights of cars and cycles 
behind us, and we were so scared 
we ran faster. But we got sepa-
rated in the dark. I don’t know if 
he’s still alive. All I know is that he 
never made it to the Lashio IDP 
centre.

How did you reach Lashio?
I walked. It took nearly seven days. 
At night, I slept in the bushes. Then 
a truck picked me up and brought 
me here. When I reached Lashio 
township, an army captain gave me 
some money and a soldier brought 
me to the monastery.

Then I was taken to Lashio gen-
eral hospital because of my broken 
arm. I had an operation ... to fix the 
broken bone together with metal 
plates.

What were you doing in Lauk-
kai? How long were you there?
I’m from Tounggok township, Ra-
khine State. I’ve asked my family 
to come and get me. Since May last 
year I’ve been cutting sugar cane in 
Laukkai, earning K25,000 per day. 
But ... we can only work properly 
when the fighting stops. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Teachers get help returning home from Kokang region

TEACHERS who have fled the heavy 
fighting in Kokang are to be assisted to 
return to their home towns, the Minis-
try of Education announced last week. 
U Tin Myo Kyi, director general of edu-
cation for upper Myanmar, said on Feb-
ruary 23 that the teachers would also 
be paid a two-month salary advance.

Tens of thousands of civilians have 
fled the fighting in the Kokang border 
region as Tatmadaw troops battle the 
ethnic Kokang Myanmar National 

Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA). 
The government has imposed martial 
law in the conflict area.

The education ministry is working 
with regional governments as well as 
the ministries of health and social af-
fairs, and donors to help the teachers 
return home. The ministry will con-
tact them again so they can go back to 
work when the situation normalises.

“We can’t hold exams in Laukkai 
because of the fighting, and all this 
coincides with the school holidays, so 
we decided to send them home,” said 
U Tin Myo Kyi.

KYAW KO KO
kyawkoko.mdy991@gmail.com

YE MON
yeemontun2013@gmail.com

Walking with ghosts on the border

CHINSHWEHAW was once a bus-
tling border town, among the most 
prosperous crossings in the country. 
Today it lies almost deserted, aban-
doned by Chinese business owners 
and migrant workers fleeing fighting 
between the Tatmadaw and the My-
anmar National Democracy Alliance 
Army (MNDAA).

Chinshwehaw is located just 
south of Laukkai, the epicentre of 
the fighting in the Kokang region. 
Other than ethnic Chinese, most of 
its inhabitants have come from else-
where in Myanmar to work as sugar-
cane field workers and masons. Most 
of the cane plantations are run by 
Chinese. 

Within two days of the outbreak 
of hostilities on February 9, trading 
halted. The workers fled to Lashio, 
the business owners to China.

When The Myanmar Times vis-
ited last week, warehouse, homes, 
restaurants and shops were empty 
and shuttered up.

“It used to be a beehive, but the 
war changed all that,” said Daw Thi, 
who runs a Myanmar restaurant in 
Chinshwehaw. 

“All the shops are closed and all 
daily necessities like food have to be 
bought in China,” she added.

The army denies reports that 
looting has taken place, despite the 
imposition of martial law. Corporal 
Khin Maung Lwin of the Myanmar 
Police Force insisted no such cases 
had occurred in any area under Tat-
madaw control.

“Looting and stealing are happen-
ing only in Laukkai, but not in Chin-
shwehaw,” said Corp Khin Maung 
Lwin. “A curfew is in force from 8pm 
to  6am. Anyone in breach of the cur-
few will be shot. This has happened 
in Laukkai.”

The few people remaining in 
Chinshwehaw don’t wait for night-
fall, but cross the border into China 

Ye Mon

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

Some of the few remaining residents in Chin shwehaw walk past shuttered homes and shops in the mostly abandoned border trade town. Photo: Zarni Phyo

The formerly bustling border town of Chinshwehaw south of Laukkai has been deserted by Chinese traders and Myanmar migrant workers alike

The Chinese border gate in Chinshwehaw. Photo: Zarni Phyo

CHINSHWEHAW, SHAN STATELASHIO, SHAN STATE

Ko Zin Min Aung speaks to The Myanmar Times from his hospital bed in 
Lashio, northern Shan State, last week. Photo: Zarni Phyo

‘I saw no weapons, 
just the laser 
beam spots [on 
our chests]. They 
warned us not 
to try to escape, 
unless we wanted a 
quick death.’

Ko Zin Min Aung 
Migrant worker
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Teachers get help returning home from Kokang region
Civilian workers have come from 

all parts of the country to work in Ko-
kang. There are 863 school teachers 
working in Laukkai. The Ministry of 
Education will designate two sites in 
Lashio and Kunlong for students who 
took refuge from the fighting to sit 
their exams.

U Win Hlaing, Mandalay Region’s 
minister for social affairs, told The My-
anmar Times on February 23 that 240 
teachers fleeing the fighting had ar-
rived at Mandalay Region’s Education 
College. “Some are in poor health, so 
we have provided medical treatment. 

We’re also providing bus tickets to get 
them back home,” he said.

The teachers are from Sagaing, 
Mandalay and Magwe regions. Those 
who have difficulty getting home will 
be offered temporary accommodation 
at nearby military compounds.

“We’ve been stranded in Lashio 
for 13 days. There are other civil serv-
ants still there. The schools are closed 
because of the fighting. I just want to 
get back to school as soon as possible,” 
said Daw Than Htay, a 10th standard 
teacher from No 1 High School in 
Laukkai. – Translation by Zar Zar Soe

‘We’ve been 
stranded in Lashio 
for 13 days ... I just 
want to get back to 
school as soon as 
possible.’

Daw Than Htay 
Laukkai high school teacher

Walking with ghosts on the border

to put up at hotels in the town of 
Mein Tein. “We come back into My-
anmar during the day,” said Ma My-
int Hla, who said the immigration 
procedures are much stricter on the 
Chinese side.

At the Nant Mar Phaw Bridge bor-
der crossing, the gateway into China, 
heavily armed Chinese soldiers scru-
tinise every vehicle.

Only three or four military per-
sonnel are posted on the Myanmar 
side to check people going in and 
out.

Residents said they were con-
cerned that the light military pres-
ence could make Chinshwehaw a 
target for insurgents.

“Chinshwehaw is under military 
rule, but we don’t see strict immi-
gration checks being carried out. 
We’re told Chinese mercenaries were 
involved in the fighting in Laukkai, 
so why are immigration procedures 
so relaxed? Our citizens could be at 

risk,” said Ko Min Aung.
Like the trading businesses and 

restaurants, all schools in Chinshwe-
haw closed shortly after the fighting. 

The Ministry of Education has 
made alternative arrangements for 
students from the town’s high school 
to take their matriculation examina-
tions elsewhere. “Advance payment 
of salary for one month has also 
been arranged for teachers,” said U 
Tin Myo Kyi, managing director of 
No 2 Basic Education Department.

But the exams will not be easy for 
those displaced. Ko Myat Min, 14, 
who has taken refuge in Mansu Shan 
Buddhist monastery, Lashio, with 
his family, said he had had to leave 
all his books behind in the rush to 
escape the fighting.

“This exam was very difficult for 
me because I can’t study for the 
exam,” he said. “But I will try hard 
to pass it for the sake of my parents.”

The Mansu monastery has taken 

the majority of refugees from the 
Kokang region who have fled inland, 
rather than over the border.

Camp registrar Ma Mee said that 
as of February 24 some 3000 people 
had taken refuge at the monastery.

“The pace may be slowing, but 
about 200 people are still arriving 
every day,” she said.

The fighting Laukkai has had a 
deeply chilling effect on what was an 
economically vibrant region, partic-
ularly compared to Myanmar’s rural 
areas. Many who fled to Lashio told 
The Myanmar Times that they just 
want to get back to work.

“Normal trading could resume if 
the two sides agreed to cease fire,” 
said U Myo Min, officer-in-charge 
of the border trading station at  
Chinshwehaw.

Given the government’s firm re-
jection of a February 16 offer for 
peace talks, that seems an unlikely 
prospect.

Some of the few remaining residents in Chin shwehaw walk past shuttered homes and shops in the mostly abandoned border trade town. Photo: Zarni Phyo

The formerly bustling border town of Chinshwehaw south of Laukkai has been deserted by Chinese traders and Myanmar migrant workers alike
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Court sentences 15 for attack
on Muslim buildings
Fifteen people have been jailed for their 
role in an attack on Muslim buildings 
during last year’s religious conflict in 
Mandalay, but a lawyer says the organ-
isers of the attack remain at large.

Patheingyi Township court on 
February 24 sentenced two people to 
two years’ jail for the attacks on the 
buildings at the cemetery in Patheingyi 
township on July 4. another 13 were 
jailed for one year for insulting religion.

But the defendants’ lawyer, U Thein 
Than Oo, said those sentenced were 
“just minions” and the organiser of the 
incident remains at large.

“We have found out there is a leader 
behind them. The most important 
culprit is missing,” he said.

The buildings were targeted in ap-
parent retaliation for the July 2 murder 
of Ko Tun Tun, a volunteer for the Free 
Funeral Service Society from Pathe-
ingyi township. The incident occurred 
shortly after Ko Tun Tun’s funeral.

about 40 people have been jailed for 
their role in the July 2014 unrest, which 
also resulted in the death of a Muslim 
man. – Maung Zaw, translation by 
Khant Lin Oo

Kachin murder investigation 
team to seek UN participation

THE Kachin Baptist Convention 
plans to ask the United Nations to 
join its team investigating the rape 
and murder of two female volunteers 
in northern Shan State in January, a 
senior official said.

On February 5, the KBC formed 
a 15-member committee, comprising 
legal experts and Christian leaders, 
to monitor the work of a government-
appointed investigation team.

The KBC plans to expand its team 
to include members of the Lawyers’ 
Network, women’s groups and the 
Kachin Peace Network, Reverend 
Samson Hkalam told The Myanmar 
Times on February 24. It will also 
write to the UN Office for the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in-
viting it to join the team.

The KBC will hold a meeting in 
Mandalay on February 27 to discuss 
the issue further, including whether 
to write to President U Thein Sein re-
questing the government not to place 

pressure on the investigation team. 
Rev Samson Hkalam said the KBC 

is also suspicious of the results of 
DNA tests conducted by the govern-
ment team that appear to clear Tat-
madaw soldiers of involvement.

According to Rev Samson Hkalam, 

the government team said during 
a meeting with the KBC in Muse on 
February 20 that DNA taken from 
the crime scene had not matched any 
members of the 503rd Light Infantry 
Regiment, which was stationed in 
Kaung Khar village when the deaths 

occurred on January 19. It also did not 
match samples taken from residents, 
he said.

The investigation team could 
not be reached for comment on  
February 25.

“We don’t believe the DNA re-
sults because this was checked by the 
Criminal Investigation Department 
and the government can change the 
results easily. We want the DNA to 
be checked in a foreign country,” Rev 
Samson Hkalam said.

The government investigation 
team has said it suspects two resi-
dents of Kaung Khar may have been 
involved in the murder. However, Rev 
Samson Hkalam said the KBC believes 
they are innocent and is concerned of 
them being wrongfully convicted.

So far it has attempted to shield 
the pair from interrogation because 
it fears they would be tortured to ex-
tract a confession.

“The two residents told us that they 
didn’t commit this crime,” he said.

Two female volunteer teachers, 
Maran Lu Ra, 20, and Tangbau Hk-
wan Nan Tsin, 21, were raped and 
killed in Khaung Khar village on Jan-
uary 19. Their deaths sparked wide-
spread outrage and accusations that 
Tatmadaw soldiers were responsible.

in BRiEF

Koh Tao trial expected to drag on through 2015

THE Koh Tao murder case will last at 
least until September, a labour rights 
activist assisting the defence team 
says. Two Myanmar migrant work-
ers, Ko Zaw Win and Ko Win Zaw 
Htun, are charged with the killing of 
two British tourists on the island last 
September.

Now the court is scheduled to 
hear witnesses from the Thai govern-
ment in July, and testimony for the 

two accused in September, says U 
Htoo Chit, a spokesperson for an in-
vestigation team formed by the My-
anmar embassy to assist the defence.

“I’ve visited the two workers in 
prison and I believe they are inno-
cent. The strongest case against them 
is for illegal working status. For this 
[offence] the sentence should be only 
one or two months,” he said.

The first court hearing took place 
on December 26, with 65 witnesses, 
mostly police and Thai government 
officials, plus six Myanmar migrant 

workers. There are 31 defence wit-
nesses, including two foreigners.

The victims, David Miller and 
Hannah Witheridge, were killed on 
September 14 on a beach on Koh Tao, 
a small island in the Gulf of Thai-
land. Thai police initially arrested 
three Myanmar migrant workers on 
October 1, two of whom confessed. 
DNA samples taken from the two 
suspects reportedly matched DNA 
found on one of the deceased. How-
ever, the suspects later recanted 
their confessions amid allegations of  

torture by the police.
The speaker of the Amyotha Hlut-

taw, U Khin Aung Myint, has tried 
to secure the release of the two sus-
pects, but under Thai law foreigners 
cannot provide bail. 

The Myanmar embassy investi-
gation team has discovered more 
defence witnesses who had not 
come forward earlier, however 
many of these are reluctant to tes-
tify because they were working in 
Thailand illegally at the time of the 
murders.

Khin Su Wai
jasminekhin@gmail.com

Ye Mon
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Secretariat rooms to be 
renovated, opened to the public
Sections of Yangon’s colonial-era 
Secretariat building linked to Bogyoke 
aung San will soon be opened to the 
public. The independence hero’s office 
and the room in which he was assas-
sinated, as well as the building where 
sessions of parliament were once held, 
will become a museum.

Deputy Minister for construction U 
Soe Tint told the amyotha hluttaw last 
week that both citizens and foreigners 
will be allowed to visit.

Yangon region Government and 
anawmar art Group, which won a 2012 
tender for the building, signed the 
property lease contract on January 29. 

In accordance with the agreement, 
the company will accept the supervi-
sion of the Myanmar Investment com-
mission and the suggestions of the 
Yangon heritage Trust, to develop the 
museum sites in line with the build-
ing’s conservation Management Plan. 

The original style of the building 
will be maintained. - Pyae Thet Phyo, 
translation by Thiri Min htun

Rev Samson Hkalam of the Kachin Baptist Convention is calling for UN help 
to investigate the murder of two women killed in Shan State. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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The picture on civilian casualties is un-
clear. Photos posted on February 25 on 
Weibo, the Chinese microblogging web-
site, purport to show the bodies of sev-
eral people in civilian clothes being col-
lected by volunteers in the streets of the 
main town of Laukkai and burned on 
pyres. Chinese censors quickly deleted 
the posts, illustrating the government’s 
sensitivity over inflaming public opin-
ion amid reports that the Tatmadaw 
has been responsible for the deaths of 
some ethnic Han Chinese citizens. The 
Tatmadaw has tightly controlled media 
access to Laukkai.

The ethnic issue resonates heavily 
in China, with Pheung Kya-shin appar-
ently adept at using social media and 
even interviews – since deleted – with 
the official Global Times appealling 
to nationalist sentiment for support. 
China’s official media says more than 
30,000 refugees have crossed the bor-
der seeking safety, while unofficial esti-
mates have put the figure much higher.

The Kokang rebels and the majority 
of the civilians in the area belong to Chi-
na’s ethnic Han majority, some claiming 
lineage back to the last remnants of the 
Ming Dynasty army that fled to Burma 
in 1659. In the early 1950s nationalist 
Kuomintang (KMT) troops took refuge 
from advancing Communist forces in 
Shan State where they received covert 
US support and prospered from opium 
and other sources of smuggling. Even 
recently, KMT flags could be seen flying 
above Kokang villages while Laukkai, 
in the words of one foreign aid worker, 

became a cesspit of Chinese brothels 
and gambling dens fuelled by a trade in 
methamphetamines, which had over-
taken opium as the drug of choice.

Other ethnic rebel groups in Myan-
mar have also sought to capitalise on 
the conflict by portraying it as an anti-
China conspiracy by the United States. 
This message is likely to resonate 
among Chinese hardliners, who fear a 
US policy of containment that has ben-
efited from the gradual normalisation 
of relations between the US and Myan-
mar since President U Thein Sein’s re-
formist government took office in 2011.

Yun Sun, an analyst at the Stimson 
Center, a Washington think tank, noted 
that Gam Shawng, the commander of 
the Kachin Independence Army, had 
given an interview to China’s Global 
Times saying it was “no coincidence” 

that the Tatmadaw’s offensive came 
while senior officers in the US Defense 

Department were “secretly” meeting 
the Tatmadaw in Myitkyina. 

This was echoed by Pheung Kya-
shin, who said the Myanmar military 
was serving “American strategic inter-
ests” in the border region. Ms Sun said 
the reports “quickly went viral in Chi-
nese cyberspace”, even though the US 
officials were in Myanmar for the sec-
ond round of a human rights dialogue. 

The Obama administration says it is 
deeply concerned by the fighting, and 
like China has called on all sides to ex-
ercise restraint and return to a dialogue.

The consensus among China ana-
lysts is that Beijing, which denies back-
ing the Kokang, will not allow its broad-
er strategic interests to be derailed by 
the ambitions of an ageing drugs king-
pin. But there are also doubts over the 
central government’s capacity to get to 

grips with a distant and complex crisis.
“For China, the strategic impor-

tance of Burma significantly outweighs 
China’s interest in the border ethnic 
groups,” Ms Sun said, noting the im-
portance of oil and gas pipelines and 
new trade routes linking China to the 
Indian Ocean and South Asia. Myan-
mar, she said, was a “priority country 
where China strives to restore influ-
ence, repair ties and mend its damaged 
reputation”. 

But the scope and depth of China’s 
involvement in a possible peace process 
will be limited, she said. “The reason is 
not just the [official] non-interference 
policy, but how the involvement will 
backfire in Myanmar on China.”

There have been no reports of high-
level meetings between Myanmar and 
Chinese officials over Kokang, although 
Ms Sun said she believed there was 
constant contact through embassies.

Bernt Berger, an analyst with Stock-
holm’s Institute for Security and Devel-
opment Policy, notes that Beijing has 
repeatedly stated its wish to play a con-
structive role in Myanmar’s national 
reconciliation and economic develop-
ment. “But no matter what Beijing does 
to signal good intentions, on a local 
level the capacities, skills and willing-
ness to implement these policies are 
lacking,” Mr Berger wrote last week.

“Beijing has done little to defuse 
suspicions and nervousness among 
Myanmar officials and the public,” he 
wrote, referring to cross-border sup-
port for the Kokang and Wa rebels.

This is amplified by Pheung Kya-
shin’s history of being backed by Beijing 
during the Burma Communist Party’s 
incursion into northeast Myanmar in 
1968. “The experience of a small state 
being trapped in great-power calcula-
tions,” Mr Berger wrote, “still resonates 
among Myanmar’s leaders.”

Guy 
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continued from news 1

‘For China, 
the strategic 
importance of 
Burma significantly 
outweighs China’s 
interest in the border 
ethnic groups.’

Yun sun 
Stimson center

Peopled displaced by the Kokang fighting sit and stand in a Lashio monastery where they sought refuge. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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Tatmadaw soldiers stand guard between Kunlone and Nant Tee on the road between Lashio and Laukkai on February 21, shortly after an ambush by unknown 
attackers that left one government soldier dead and two injured. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Shan army urges president  
to open Kokang peace talks

THE Shan State Army-North has writ-
ten to the government urging it to 
open talks with Kokang rebels, as the 
death toll continues to rise following 
more than two weeks of heavy fight-
ing in northeastern Shan State.

In the February 23 letter, the 
Shan State Progress Party/Shan 
State Army (SSPP/SSA) also refuted 
Ministry of Defence allegations that 
it was supporting the ethnic Kokang 
Myanmar National Democracy Alli-
ance Army (MNDAA) in the conflict.

The letter said the government 
should solve the “political conflict” 
through talks rather than violence, 
and urged President U Thein Sein to 
“build mutual respect” through cease-
fire talks with the Kokang group, 
which is led by Pheung Kyar-shin.

The government has already re-
jected peace overtures from the MN-
DAA, after the group wrote to Presi-
dent U Thein Sein on February 16.

The Shan State Army-North let-
ter was sent two days after a senior 
Tatmadaw officer told reporters in 
Nay Pyi Taw that the MNDAA had re-
ceived assistance from other armed 
ethnic groups both before and dur-
ing the offensive it launched on  
February 9.

Lieutenant General Mya Tun Oo 
accused the Ta’ang National Libera-
tion Army (TNLA), the United Wa 
State Army (UWSA), the National 
Democratic Alliance Army-Eastern 
Shan State (NDAA-ESS) – better 
known as the Mong La group – the 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
and the Shan State Army-North of 
involvement.

He also said that Chinese mer-
cenaries had assisted the Kokang 
armed group.

With the exception of the TNLA 
and the Arakan Army (AA), all 
groups have denied the accusations. 

U Lah Nan, a spokesperson for 
the KIA, told The Myanmar Times 
that while there had been fighting 
between Kachin and Tatmadaw sol-
diers in recent weeks it was uncon-
nected to the Kokang conflict.

“Like us, the Kokang are fighting 
for their rights. But I strongly deny 
[the accusation]. We neither have a 
connection nor affiliation with that 
armed group,” he said.

On the other side of the battle 

lines, the Democratic Karen Benev-
olent Army (DKBA) has scotched 
rumours it had dispatched units to 
the Kokang region to fight alongside 
the Tatmadaw. It issued a statement 
on February 24 saying it had no sol-
diers in the Laukkai area.

Last week, Pheung Kyar-shin 
also denied that there were any Chi-
nese citizens fighting against the 
Tatmadaw.

In a telephone interview with 
the state-run Chinese tabloid Global 
Times that was quoted by Reuters, 
he said that the “the Kokang side 
has strictly forbidden Chinese citi-
zens from entering Kokang to join 
the MNDAA”.

“We will not accept Chinese citi-
zens participating in armed actions 
as this is only harmful to us,” he said.

“[A]s soon as Chinese law en-
forcement agencies discover that on 
our side there are Chinese citizens 
joining battle, they would give us 
enormous pressure. So our princi-
ple is not to allow Chinese citizens 
to fight.”

Panic 
as army 
press gang 
rumours 
spread
Htoo tHant
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

Shan State Army-North also joins other armed groups in denying support for ethnic Kokang rebels
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POLICE have denied rumours that 
army press gangs are forcibly re-
cruiting men and boys as military 
porters to serve in the fighting 
against the Kokang armed group 
headed by Pheung Kyar-shin. De-
spite the official denial, the rumour 
was rife in Nay Pyi Taw and other 
parts of the country last week.

Some men are even report-
edly climbing trees to avoid being  
inducted.

The stories began following a 
February 21 press conference about 
the fighting in Laukkai, northern 
Shan State, and spread rapidly. The 
next day it was circulating in Pyin-
mana township.

An instructor who runs a com-
puter class in Nay Pyi Taw’s Lewe 
township told The Myanmar Times 
that many of his students left class 
early to go home “because they said 
the government was recruiting por-
ters on the roads to the villages”.

Daw Khin Win of Aye Chan Thar 
village tract in Lewe said the ru-
mour had also spread in her area. 
“No one knows exactly where it 
came from. We heard that people in 
Yeni, Bago Region, had been forced 
to serve as porters,” she said. “In 
our village, the men and boys stay 
off the streets after dark.”

Police Colonel Zaw Khin Aung, 
deputy head of Nay Pyi Taw Police, 
acknowledged the rumours, but 
said they were not true.

“We go to the villages and ex-
plain the real situation. No such 
labour force exists. The Tatmadaw 
aren’t doing that now,” he said.

But U Phar, who runs an agricul-
ture and livestock business in Pyin-
mana township, said, “Men from the 
village hide in my banana plantation 
at night because they don’t want to 
be forced to act as porters in the 
war. They say some men climb trees 
to hide there.”

Pol Col Zaw Khin Aung dismissed 
the reports, saying they made no 
sense. 

“Who would dare to recruit por-
ters in Nay Pyi Taw, an administra-
tive town? It’s not like the army 
were doing it in the countryside, 
where it would be harder to deny. 
People should not spread these ru-
mours in time of war.”

Human rights activists have long 
accused the Tatmadaw of recruiting 
local civilians for dangerous work 
as military porters during the coun-
try’s decades-long ethnic conflicts. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

125
Approximate number of Tatmadaw 

and ethnic soldiers killed in the 
Kokang conflict to date, according to 

state media 
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Freedom brings little respite  
for former political prisoners

THEY endured years of imprison-
ment – and, in many cases, torture 
– for their political beliefs, before 
being released amid government 
reforms. But thousands of former 
political prisoners in Myanmar are 
still suffering, according to the As-
sistance Association for Political 
Prisoners (AAPP), due to financial 
hardship and poor health. 

The group has accused the gov-
ernment of failing to provide any 
support to thousands of former 
political prisoners, many of whom 
have been released in amnesties 
since 2011. 

The AAPP’s Documentation 
Project says 7000 to 10,000 former 
political prisoners are mired in fi-
nancial hardship, and in some cases 
are homeless, jobless and without 
access to badly needed medical and 
mental healthcare. 

The figures are based on a na-
tionwide survey the AAPP is car-
rying out in conjunction with the 
Former Political Prisoners Society 
and the University of California, 
Irvine.

“Until now, no one knows exactly 
how many former political prisoners 
are in Burma, what difficulties they 
are facing or what they experienced 
as prisoners,” said AAPP director U 
Bo Kyi, a former political prisoner.

The project’s interim findings re-
leased on February 23 revealed that 
74 percent of former political pris-
oners experienced physical torture, 
while 76pc experienced some form 
of mental torture while behind bars.

Almost half of respondents re-
ported being beaten, while others 
endured cigarette burns, electric 
shocks, sexual abuse and being 
hung upside down from the ceiling.

In addition to the abuse, the 
former dissidents were subjected 
to squalid living conditions. Some 
were forced to drink toilet water – 
when they were permitted to drink 
at all.

As a result of abuse inflicted dur-
ing their incarceration, former polit-
ical prisoners reported experiencing 

a long list of ailments: hypertension, 
eyesight problems, heart disease, 
chest and back aches, paralysis, and 
anxiety.

“The majority of the [former 
political prisoners] … have yet to 
receive adequate, or any medical at-
tention,” said the interim report.

Depression is also common, 
according to U Bo Kyi, who was 
imprisoned for seven years after 
participating in the 1988 student 
uprisings. 

“After they were released, for-
mer political prisoners found their 

families didn’t understand what had 
happened to them,” he said. “Society 
had changed and they had no regu-
lar income and in many cases no 
way of getting a job, making them 
feel useless and unwanted.”

Almost one-fifth of surveyed dis-
sidents reported unemployment, 
while three-quarters said their in-
come was insufficient to provide 
even basic subsistence.

Rather than provide support, 
however, the government is more 
inclined to put former prisoners un-
der surveillance, U Bo Kyi and other 
former political prisoners said.

“They are afraid we will do some-
thing political, that we will organise 
against them again,” said a former 
political prisoner who was involved 
in the 2007 Saffron revolution, and 
who asked not to be named for safe-
ty reasons.

While the number of political 
prisoners has fallen significantly 
since U Thein Sein came to pow-
er, more continue to be impris-
oned each month, in what rights 
groups are referring to as “hostage  

swapping”. Some are being con-
victed under laws enacted by his 
government, including the peaceful 
protest law.

AAPP counts 177 political pris-
oners currently behind bars, while 
another 213 await trial, despite a 
government assurance that all pris-
oners of conscience would be re-
leased by the end of 2013. 

“We can expect to see more po-
litical arrests this year ahead of the 
elections as there are more protests 
and the government is scared to 
lose,” said U Bo Kyi.

In statements over the past 
month, Human Rights Watch said 
the new arrests undercut the “for-
mer pariah state’s claims that it is 
genuinely reform-minded”.

Presidential spokesperson U Ye 
Htut could not be reached yester-
day, while Members of the Prisoner 
of Conscience Affairs Committee de-
clined to comment. 

Established in early January to 
recommend the release of eligible 
prisoners, the committee is still yet 
to meet. 
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Naw Sang, an ethnic Kachin political prisoner, sits in the office of the Former Political Prisoners Society in Yangon on 
July 23, 2013, after he was released from Insein Prison in an amnesty. Photo: AFP

AirAsia launches regional pass
Budget airline airasia last week 
launched two new products that it says 
will open up more than 100 Southeast 
asian destinations to passengers from 
Myanmar. The two products, aSEaN 
Pass and aSEaN Pass+, offer access 
to more than 148 routes linking the 10 
aSEaN countries at a steep discount to 
regular tickets.

“The pass allows us to bridge com-
munities and attract more foreign tour-
ists to the region,” air asia Group chief 
executive officer Tony Fernandes said 
at the February 23 launch in Bangkok.

Passengers pay 5300 baht 
(K174,900) for 10 credits, to be used 
within 30 days of the first trip, or 9300 
baht (K306,900) for 20 credits, to be 
used within 60 days.

Flights of less than two hours’ dura-
tion are worth one credit, and flights of 
two hours or more are valued at three 
credits. 

“We are working on additional 
enhancements to travel to non-aSEaN 
destinations,” said Mr Fernandes.

The airasia Pass and aSEaN Pass+ 
credits are redeemable for travel with 
airasia Malaysia, Thai airasia, airasia 
Indonesia and Philippine airasia to 
aSEaN destinations only. – Ei Ei Thu

Schools should include housing 
for teachers: speaker
School buildings should include 
housing for non-local teachers, the 
speaker of the amyotha hluttaw says. 
U Khin aung Myint told parliament on 
February 23 that teachers often faced 
difficulty finding accommodation in 
their placements.

“It would be better if schools, es-
pecially high schools, were to include 
temporary accommodation for non-
local teachers,” he said.

U Khin aung Myint said the educa-
tion budget went on school buildings, 
furniture and office equipment. “The 
Ministry of health provides housing for 
doctors, nurses and guards even in a 
16-bed hospital. Why can’t the Ministry 
of Education do the same in schools? 
I don’t mean at once, but there should 
be a plan,” he said. – Pyae Thet Phyo, 
translation by Zar Zar Soe

A new survey has found unemployment and chronic health problems are rampant among ex-political prisoners

in BRiEF

Maritime Police to expand
Myanmar’s Maritime Police Force is 
to be expanded to nine new locations, 
including Sittwe, Pathein and Kaw-
thoung, a senior officer says.

Established in June 2012, the force 
currently operates in Yangon, Mandalay 
and Tachileik township in Shan State. 
Its main responsibilities are aiding 
victims of natural disasters, and pre-
venting and suppressing piracy, human 
trafficking, the illegal drug trade, and 
the smuggling of natural resources 
and goods. – Toe Wai aung, translation 
by Kyawt Darli Lin

74%
Former political prisoners surveyed 

who experienced physical torture
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in BRiEF

Un rights chief urges Myan-
mar to halt abuses 
The United Nations human rights 
chief warned on February 25 that 
widespread abuses of minority 
rights in Myanmar threatened 
to undermine reforms in the 
country.

“Myanmar had promised to 
end the era of political prison-
ers, but now seems intent on 
creating a new generation by 
jailing people who seek to enjoy 
the democratic freedoms they 
have been promised,” UN high 
commissioner for human rights 
Zeid ra’ad al hussein said in a 
statement.

he said the world had hailed 
the transition in Myanmar since a 
quasi-civilian regime took power 
in 2011 after decades of military 
rule “as a story of promise and 
hope”. 

“But recent developments 
relating to the human rights of 
minorities, the freedom of ex-
pression and the right to peaceful 
protest are calling into question 
the direction of that reform and 
even threatening to set it back,” 
he said.

Mr Zeid pointed to the case 
last week of 14 members of the 
Michaungkan community jailed 
for protesting peacefully against 
the military’s alleged confiscation 
of their land. and in 2014, he said, 
10 journalists were jailed “under 
outdated defamation, trespassing 
and national security laws”.

 – aFP

URGENT measures are required 
to prevent more death and inju-
ry on the roads, the government 
has warned at the launch of an 
innovative campaign to improve 
education about road safety. 
Minister for Rail Transportation 
U Than Htay said last week that 
there had been a “significant” 
increase in road deaths and inju-
ries over the past decade. 

“Due to increased vehicle 
ownership following economic 
reforms, this trend will continue 
unless it is addressed as a matter 
of urgency,” he warned.

In 2014, a total of 14,781 ac-
cidents had killed 4163 people 
and left 25,014 injured, up from 
9762 accidents resulting in 2811 
deaths and 17,379 injured, official 
figures show.

Traffic Police chief Colonel 
Kyaw Htwe said half of all acci-
dents involved motorcycles, and 
most incidents involved driver er-
ror or driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Yangon, whose roads 
are jammed with 400,000 of the 
country’s 600,000 cars, is also the 
scene of most accidents, he added.

Dr Thit Lwin, professor emer-
itus at the Yangon University of 
Medicine, told participants that 
Myanmar’s road accident rate 
was the highest in Southeast 
Asia, according to World Health 
Organisation figures. The profes-
sor said road accidents were the 
leading cause of disability and 
the second-highest cause of ac-
cidental death in Myanmar.

The campaign launch, Mak-
ing Myanmar’s Roads Safer: 
Changing Behaviour through 
Cartoons, was held in Nay Pyi 
Taw on February 25, and was at-
tended by government officials, 
road safety experts, civil society 
organisations and private sector 
representatives in a campaign to 
improve road safety education.

Under the campaign, which 
is sponsored by brewing gi-
ant Heineken, a committee will 
choose the best road safety car-
toon to print on vinyl posters to 
be distributed around the country. 

“This campaign combines car-
toons to get the message out in 
an entertaining and participatory 
way,” said well-known cartoonist 
Aw Pi Kyeh, who will help choose 
the winner.

Private sector support for road 
safety has been welcomed by the 
ministry, which says lack of fund-
ing for preventative activities – 
from improved driver training to 
installation of better road signage 
– is one of the major challenges 
toward reducing the road toll. 

– Shwe Yee Saw Myint
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Health stats in eastern Myanmar echo Somalia: report

THE failings of the state health sys-
tem have left eastern Myanmar with 
disease and mortality indicators 
closer to those of war-torn Somalia 
than to the rest of Myanmar, a new 
large-scale survey has shown.

Compiled by the Health Infor-
mation System Working Group, a 
network of ethnic and community-
based health organisations, the 
population-based survey covered 64 
townships that are home to more 

than 456,000 people – mostly eth-
nic Shan, Kayin, Mon and Kayah  
minorities.

The health outcomes released 
last week in a report, titled The Long 
Road to Recovery, fell well below na-
tional averages.

The national infant mortality rate 
is among the worst in the region, at 
about 41 deaths per 1000 live births. 
In eastern Myanmar, however, the 
rate was more than double, at 94.2 
per 1000 live births – a figure com-
mon to disaster-struck or conflict-
ridden nations, the report said.

Mortality rates for children under 
five years of age were even bleaker, at 

141.9 in the east of the country com-
pared to 52 per 1000 nationally.

For all age groups the three lead-
ing causes of death were all prevent-
able diseases: diarrhoea, malaria 
and acute respiratory infections.

Despite being plagued with ill-
ness, residents in eastern states lack 
health careproviders.

Less than 10 percent of the sur-
vey respondents had access to gov-
ernment-run health centres. In the 
absence of any state provisions, 
ethnic communities built their own 
primary care services, but remain 
desperately short of resources and 
personnel needed to address the  

ongoing health crisis.
Rather than extending the cen-

tralised services, the working group 
behind the survey recommends 
boosting existing ethnic community-
based providers.

“The locals want to go a [health 
centre] that is safe for them … They 
want to be understood when they 
speak their language,” said Nan Snow 
of the Back Pack Health Worker Team.

“We call on the government to 
provide more support to ethnic  
and community-based organisa-
tions,” she said.

An official from the Karen Na-
tional Union’s health department 

said all options to improve health 
services in eastern Myanmar should 
be considered.

“In this region, the rate of death, 
rights of women, malnutrition of 
mothers and children, and access 
to human rights are poor,” Eh Kalu 
Shwe Oo, director of the Karen De-
partment of Health and Welfare, said 
at a press conference launching the 
survey last week.

“Structural reform and sustain-
able peace are needed for long-term 
change,” he said.

Ministry of Health officials de-
clined to comment on the report 
when contacted.

ShwE YEE Saw MYint
poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com
MYint KaY thi
myintkay94thi@gmail.com

Mandalay court accepts
charges against police
Mandalay region high court has 
agreed to hear a case brought 
against police who shot and 
wounded a farmer, in clashes 
that left others injured. The inci-
dent occurred last august, when 
50 police from Singu township 
tried to drive farmers off land 
they were cultivating in Nyaung 
Pin Wun village, Thabeikkyin 
township, Mandalay region.

The farmers complained that 
their lands had been illegally 
confiscated.

U hlaing Thin, a local villager, 
has accused the police in the 
matter. “I want to find out the 
truth. I will not accept this injus-
tice,” he said.

Following the incident, he first 
brought an action at the local 
police station, which rejected it. 
he then applied unsuccessfully to 
launch the action at Singgu town-
ship court before putting the case 
at Pyin Oo Lwin District court, 
which also dismissed it.

advocate U aung Thein, act-
ing for U hlaing Thin, said the 
action against the police would 
be brought under sections 323, 
325 and 326 of the Penal code for 
causing hurt by means of shooting, 
causing grievous hurt and causing 
hurt, and section 505(b). – Mg Zaw, 
translation by Thiri Min htun

Bus drivers crash out  
of refresher course

EFFORTS to improve bus drivers’ 
driving skills have a long way to go, 
transport officials are concluding. A 
major initiative was launched in May 
last year following the death of 14 
passengers and the injury of 29 oth-
ers in a bus crash on the Nay Pyi Taw-
Yangon Highway. But the results have 
been disappointing.

Nay Pyi Taw Road Transport De-
partment and the traffic regulation 
body Ma Hta Tha collaborated in 
offering practical and theoretical 
training to holders of so-called “e” li-
cences, also known as “nga” licences 
after the fifth letter of the Myanmar 
alphabet. An “e” licence enables the 
holder to drive a heavy vehicle, such 
as a bus or truck.

The training was launched as a 
matter of urgency on May 23, 2014, 
just 11 days after the accident, which 
involved a bus from the Yarzarmin 
line. Nay Pyi Taw Council banned Yar-
zarmin from operating buses on the 
route in the wake of the crash.

But of the 124 drivers who have 

taken the course, a scant 27 have 
passed so far. At a certification cere-
mony on February 21, only 11 drivers 
attended.

U Win Swe, chair of Ma Hta Ta 
(Highway), Nay Pyi Taw, said the 
program was aimed at drivers who 
already held a valid licence. “We’re 
working with Road Transport to offer 
a certificate in both practical and the-
oretical driving. They didn’t do very 
well at either,” he said.

U Hlyant Kyint Man, director of the 
Road Transport Administration De-
partment, said training was important 
because most accidents occur due to 
driver error. “Improving driving skills 
is vital both to economic development 
and health and safety standards.”

He added that death and injury 
rates due to road accidents had tri-
pled over the past 10 years, with a 
total of 4313 deaths on the road last 
year. “Most drivers and passengers 
don’t wear seat belts. People have to 
follow the rules,” he said. 

– Translation by Khant Lin Oo
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Children walk past the scene of an accident between a car and a bus in Yangon in March 2013. Photo: Staff

Just 27 of 124 drivers with a heavy vehicle licence who sat the training have passed
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Rare birds return to Gulf of Mottama

CONSERVATIONISTS say that per-
suading local people to be more wel-
coming has helped boost the num-
ber of migrating birds that winter in 
the Gulf of Mottama. U Pyae Phyo 
Aung, secretary and program man-
ager of the Biodiversity and Nature 
Conservation Association (BANCA), 
says the overall population of mi-
grant birds in the area has soared 
from 30,000 in 2012 to 90,000 in 
2015.

The number of critically endan-
gered spoon-billed sandpipers that 
migrate to a section of the gulf near 
Bilin and Kyaikto townships in Mon 
State has more than doubled over 
the past five years, from 74 in 2010 
to 155 this year.

 “The main cause of the increas-
ing of the birds’ population is the 
cooperation of local people. BANCA 
has raised awareness about conser-
vation by forming local conservation 
groups to keep local residents in-
formed and persuading hunters not 
to kill the birds,” he said.

U Aung Kyaw Nyunt, an execu-
tive member of BANCA, said the 
birds, which are highly sensitive to 
a rapidly changing environment, 
could even return the favour. “The 
observation of the birds can give 
clues to changes in the weather. It 
could help protect against natural 
disaster,” he said.

About half the global population 
of spoon-billed sandpipers congre-
gate in Mottama during the rainy 
season.

BANCA held a “Wetlands Day 
and Welcome to the Birds” ceremo-
ny to raise awareness at Khintan 
village, Paung township, Mon State, 
on January 31 to acquaint local peo-
ple with the natural advantages of 
their neighbourhood, said Daw Saw 
Mon Theint, executive director of 

BANCA, who added that ecotourism 
could help raise the economic poten-
tial of the state.

BANCA has also been promoting 
Bilin and Kyaikto as a wetlands site.

According to BANCA surveys, the 
number of spoon-billed sandpipers 
spotted in the area was 48 in 2008, 
47 in 2009, 74 in 2010, 49 in 2011, 100 
in 2012 and 155 in 2015. There are 
only an estimated 500 spoon-billed 
sandpipers in the world.

Police study up 
on election rules

Irrawaddy 
dolphin 
population 
declines

THE population of rare Irrawaddy dol-
phins has declined compared to last 
year, according to a study just com-
pleted. The 12-day survey, conducted 
from February 11 to 22, found that the 
Irrawaddy dolphin population on the 
Ayeyarwady River between Mandalay 
and Bhamo had fallen from 65 to 58.

U Kyaw Hla Thein, project man-
ager of the Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety, described the results as “not good 
news”. 

“It’s very important to protect this 
endangered species. We hope local 
residents will cooperate in dolphin 
conservation,” he said on February 23.

The survey covered three stretches 
of the river – between Mandalay and 
Kyaukmyaung, between Kachin State’s 
Shwegu and Sagaing Region’s Malal 
and between Sinkhan and Bhamo in 
Kachin State.

The survey was jointly conducted 
by the Department of Fisheries, the Ir-
rawaddy Dolphin Conservation Team 
and the Wildlife Conservation Society.

In the protected area between 
Mandalay and Kyaukmyaung, dolphin 
numbers remain unchanged at 23, 
while the population between Shwegu 
and Malal dropped to 25 compared 
with 28 last year. Between Sinkhan 
and Bhamo, the number of dolphins 
fell from 14 to 10.

However, U Kyaw Hla Thein said 
there may be more dolphins in areas 
that the teams were unable to access.

“We had no difficulty in conduct-
ing the survey, but we couldn’t access 
some places in Bhamo because of se-
curity concerns. So I can’t say whether 
the dolphins are still in places where 
we couldn’t reach,” he said.

Gold mining and the use of pesti-
cides in fishing have caused the dol-
phin population to decline. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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A spoon-billed sandpiper dines in the Gulf of Mottama. Photo: Supplied

TRAINING for the police in security, 
electoral law and procedures has be-
gun. Senior officers throughout the 
country will undergo training in in-
ternational standards first, and lower 
ranks will be trained later.

Police Colonel Zaw Khin Aung, dep-
uty head of Nay Pyi Taw Region Police, 
said the Union Election Commission 
organised workshops on law and pro-
cedure for deputy heads of regional and 
state police forces last month, while 
training for second lieutenants and up-
per ranks took place during February. 

The training is scheduled to finish 
well in advance of the election, which 
is scheduled for October or November.

“Officers of all ranks will be aware 
of electoral security requirements. The 
election will be fair, without bias, and 
will be conducted in line with inter-
national standards,” Pol Col Zaw Khin 
Aung said.

Preparations for election security 
included consultations with Indone-
sia, a fellow ASEAN member.

“Myanmar and Indonesia have 
much in common, though the chal-
lenges they face are on a bigger scale. 
Their electoral system is internation-
ally recognised,” said the colonel.

The police are prepared for a range 
of challenges before, during and after 
the election, and for all parts of the 
country, he said.

“Challenges vary according to the 
region. In Rakhine State there are 
ethnic problems, and in the border 
regions there are armed groups. The 
political situation is complex,” he said.

The police are also encouraged be-
cause of the experience they gained 
during the Southeast Asian Games in 
December 2013, and Myanmar’s lead-
ership of ASEAN last year.

“We have learned to operate as 
public servants in accordance with 
standards and without bias, no mat-
ter which government is in power,” he 
said.

Election Commission officials are 
advising police on the laws and pro-
cedures that will be in force. The chair 
of the commission for Nay Pyi Taw’s 
Ottarathiri district, U Aung Lwin, said 
he welcomed the police preparations. 

“Our role is to act as referee in the 
process that will establish a new gov-
ernment from 2016,” he said. “We set 
forth guidance and objectives with the 
goal of holding transparent and suc-
cessful elections based on an under-
standing of our strengths and former 
weaknesses.” 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun



TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Intercontinental Great 
Brands LLC a company organized under the laws of 
United States of America and having its principal office 
at 100 Deforest Avenue, East Hanover, NJ 07936, United 
States of America is the owner and sole proprietor of the 
following trademarks:-

MONDELEZ
(Reg: Nos. IV/7135/2012 & IV/18744/2014)

Mondelez International
(Reg: Nos. IV/7136/2012 & IV/18745/2014)

The above two trademarks are in respect of:-
“Beverages and foodstuffs for medical purposes; nutritional 
and dietetic additives for medical purposes; medicinal 
herbs; herbal teas; mineral food supplements; chewing gum 
for medical purposes; antiseptics; dietetic confectionery 
for medical purposes, medical preparations for slimming 
purposes; medicinal infusions; vitamin preparations, 
preparations of trace elements for human and animal use; 
foodstuffs and lacteal flour for babies; antiseptics; medical 
or sanitary disinfectants (excluding soaps); anti-insect 
products; insecticides; insect repellents; antiparasitic 
preparations, antiparasitic collars for animals; animal 
washes; sunscreen products (sunburn ointments); antiseptic 
cotton, absorbent cotton; sanitary pads, napkins and panties; 
menstruation tampons; breast-nursing pads; sterilising 
preparations; adhesives for dentures; deodorants, other than 
for personal use; air purifying preparations; solutions for use 
with contact lenses.”- Class: 05
“Fish, fish and seafood products, all these products in the 
form of extracts, soups, jellies, spreads, canned products, 
cooked, deep-frozen or dehydrated dishes; preserved, 
frozen, preserved, dried and cooked fruits, mushrooms 
and vegetables; jellies; jams; compotes; eggs; milk and 
milk products; edible oils and fats; fruit pulp and salads; 
vegetable salads; tinned fish, vegetables and fruit; edible 
jellies; pollen prepared as foodstuff; algae essences for food 
purposes; preserved soya beans for food; protein for human 
consumption; soups; clear soups; thick soups; concentrated 
soups; vegetable juices for kitchen use; butter; cream; 
yoghurts; cheeses; processed cheese; processed cheese foods; 
cottage cheese; sour cream; cream cheese; preparations for 
making bouillon; potato products, potato flakes, crisps 
and chips bases on potato; ready-cooked meals made with 
the above products; milk substitutes; beverages made with 
milk; desserts made with milk and desserts made with 
cream; soya milk (milk substitutes); protein preparations for 
human consumption; whiteners for coffee and/or tea (cream 
substitutes); peanut butter; bouillon cubes; stock; broths; 
pickles; processed nuts; prepared meals containing cheese; 
processed cheese dips and spreads; vegetable-based spreads 
and dips; snack mix consisting primarily of processed fruits 
and nuts; protein-based 
snack bars.”- Class: 29
“Bakery products; dough preparations; snack products in 
the form of popcorn, crisps as well as snack products based 
on corn, barley, rye or pastry, Coffee; tea; cocoa; sugar; 
rice; tapioca; sago; artificial coffee; flour and preparations 
made from cereals; bread; pastry and confectionery; ices; 
honey; treacle; yeast; baking-powder; salt; mustard; vinegar; 
sauces (condiments); spices; ice; cookies; wafers; waffles; 
biscuits; chocolate; chocolate products; vegetal preparations 
for use as coffee substitutes; non-medicinal infusions; 
natural sweeteners; glucose for food; pasta; semolina; 
dried cereal flakes; cakes; brioches; pancakes; tarts; pies; 
sugar confectionery; chocolate confectionary; royal jelly 
for human consumption (not for medical use); aniseed; 
star aniseed; malt extract for food; flavourings other than 
essential oils; aromatic preparations for food; dressings 
for salads; ketchup; mayonnaise; seasonings; thickening 
agents for cooking foodstuffs; weeds (condiments); spices; 
preserved garden herbs; ice for refreshment; sandwiches; 
pizzas; snacks made of rice; spring rolls; sushi; tabbouleh; 
tortillas; tacos; ready-cooked meals made with the above 
products; coffee extracts; beverages made with coffee and 
preparations made with coffee; iced coffee; artificial coffee; 
artificial coffee extracts; preparations and beverages made 
with artificial coffee; tea; tea extracts and preparations 
made with tea; cocoa; preparations and beverages made 
with cocoa; chocolate; preparations and beverages made 
with chocolate; sugar; natural sweeteners; malt-based 
preparations for human consumption; chewing gum, not for 
medical purposes; caramels; desserts (included in this class); 
puddings; ices; water ices; sorbets; frozen confectionery; 
frozen cakes; ice cream; frozen desserts; powders and 
binding agents (included in this class) for making ices and/
or water ices and/or sorbets and/or frozen confectionery 
and/or frozen cakes and/or ice cream and/or frozen desserts; 
breakfast cereals; muesli; corn flakes; cereal bars; ready-to-
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(Reg: Nos. IV/2156/1991 & IV/17662/2014)

CHIPS AHOY!
(Reg: Nos. IV/2125/1991 & IV/17665/2014)

RITZ
(Reg: Nos. IV/2129/1991 & IV/17661/2014)

The above three trademark are in respect of:-
“Biscuits, cookies, crackers and snack foods.” Int’l Class: 
30

CLIGHT
(Reg: Nos. IV/5673/2009 & IV/17664/2014)

FRUITRITION
(Reg: Nos. IV/5673/2009 & IV/17663/2014)

The above two trademark are in respect of :-
“Beers; mineral and aerated waters and other non-
alcoholic beverages; fruit beverages and fruit juices; 
syrups and other preparations for making beverages.” 
Int´l Class 32

NABISCO
(Reg: Nos. IV/2127/1991 & IV/17658/2014)

in respect of :- “Meat, fish; ham poultry and game; 
meat extracts; preserved, dried and cooked fruits and 
vegetables; jellies, ready to eat gelatins and preparations 
for making gelatins; jams; eggs, milk and milk products; 
cheese, non-dairy creamers; edible oils and fats; processed 
nuts; preserves in International Class 29”
“Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca, sago, artificial 
coffee, flour and preparations made from cereals, 
instant hot cereals; bakery foods; bread, biscuits, 
cookies, crackers, wafers, chocolates, chocolate covered 
nuts, pastry and confectionery; pudding desserts and 
preparation for making pudding desserts; cereal bars; 
pie crusts, graham cracker crumbs; mustard; steak sauce, 
condiments; corn snacks (cheese flavored puffed); salad 
dressings and spices in International Class 30” - Class: 30
“Beers; mineral and aerated waters and other non-
alcoholic beverages; fruit beverages and fruit juices; 
syrups and other preparations for making beverages in 
International Class 32.”

CLUB SOCIAL
(Reg: Nos. IV/5673/2009 & IV/17656/2014)

TRAKINAS
(Reg: Nos. IV/4832/1997 & IV/17660/2014)

The above two trademarks are in respect of :-
“Biscuits, cookies, crackers.” Int’l Class: 30

PHILADELPHIA
(Reg: Nos. IV/4759/2000 & IV/17659/2014)

ROYAL
(Reg: Nos. IV/2134/1991 & IV/17657/2014)

The above two trademark are in respect of:-
“Meat, fish; ham poultry and game; meat extracts; 
preserved, dried and cooked fruits and vegetables; jellies, 
ready to eat gelatins and preparations for making gelatins; 
jams; eggs, milk and milk products; cheese, non-dairy 
creamers; edible oils and fats; processed nuts; preserves 
in International Class 29”
“Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca, sago, artificial 
coffee, flour and preparations made from cereals, 
instant hot cereals; bakery foods; bread, biscuits, 
cookies, crackers, wafers, chocolates, chocolate covered 
nuts, pastry and confectionery; pudding desserts and 
preparation for making pudding desserts; cereal bars; 
pie crusts, graham cracker crumbs; mustard; steak sauce, 
condiments; corn snacks (cheese flavored puffed); salad 
dressings and spices in International Class 30.”

eat cereals; pasta, noodles; foodstuffs containing rice, flour 
or cereals, also in the form of cooked dishes; pasta and 
ready-to-bake cake dough preparations; soya sauce; products 
for flavoring or seasoning foodstuffs; horseradish; relishes; 
barbeque sauces; marshmallows; grain-based snack foods; 
crackers; flavored and sweetened gelatins; stuffing mixes 
containing bread; packaged meals consisting primarily of 
pasta and sauces; cheese sauces.” – Class: 30
“Mineral and aerated waters and other non-alcoholic drinks; 
fruit drinks and fruit juices; syrups and other preparations 
for making beverages; isotonic beverages; lemonades; 
tomato juice; vegetable juices (beverages); pastilles and 
powders for aerated drinks; essences for making beverages; 
preparations for making liqueurs; beverages containing 
milk ferments; beverages containing soya; non-alcoholic 
beverages containing malt; beers”- Class: 32
“Advertising; business management; business administration; 
office functions; rental of vending machines; demonstration 
of goods; presentation of goods on any communication media 
for retail purposes, namely sales promotion; commercial 
information and advice to consumers; organization of 
exhibitions and trade fairs for commercial or advertising 
purposes; advertising, including via computer networks in 
the form of data, text, images, sounds or all combinations 
thereof for selling products and retailing services as well as 
provision of information about products for advertising and 
sales purposes; online advertising on a computer network; 
providing product catalogues via the Internet; running retail 
stores (business management); sales promotion for others; 
procurement for others (purchasing goods and services 
for other business) as well as export and import agency 
in respect of a variety of goods in the field of health, food, 
beverages, household fittings and equipment, articles and 
utensils for the kitchen and the household, stationery, electric 
household appliances, electrical apparatus and printed 
matter; bringing together for the benefit of others of a variety 
of goods (excluding the transport thereof) in the field of 
health, food, beverages, household fittings and equipment, 
articles and utensils for the kitchen and the household, 
stationery, electric household appliances, electrical apparatus 
and printed matter to allow customers to view and buy them 
conveniently from a wholesaler, also by means of global 
computer networks (the Internet); publishing of product 
catalogues and mail order catalogues; sales promotions 
relating to products in the field of health, food, beverages, 
household fittings and equipment, articles and utensils for 
the kitchen and the household, stationery, electric household 
appliances, electrical apparatus and printed matter; retail 
trade and distribution services, also by means of global 
computer networks (the Internet) in connection with 
beverages and foodstuffs for medical purposes, nutritional 
and dietetic additives for medical purposes, medicinal 
herbs, herbal teas, mineral food supplements, chewing gum 
for medical purposes, antiseptics, dietetic confectionery 
for medical purposes, automatic vending machines, 
automatic dispensers for hot and cold foodstuffs and 
beverages, related refill components, cartridges and spare 
parts for these machines and apparatus, electric machines 
and apparatus for preparing all types of refrigerated, cold 
or hot drinks including coffee, tea, and chocolate and/or 
cocoa drinks, cappuccinos (except for electromechanical 
machines), electric coffee pots, percolators and machines, 
cartridges and refills for these apparatus and machines 
including capsules and spare parts for these machines, 
electronic coffee filters, electric fryers, ice appliances, paper, 
cardboard and goods made from these materials, printed 
matter, bookbinding material, photographs, stationery, 
adhesives for stationery or household purposes, artists’ 
materials, paint brushes, typewriters and office requisites 
(except furniture), instructional and teaching material 
(except apparatus), plastic materials for packaging, printers’ 
type, printing blocks, paper coffee and tea filters, paper or 
plastic packaging bags, pouches and sheets, paper sheets 
(stationery), paint boxes (articles for use in school), school 
supplies, office staples, drawing pins, pencil sharpeners, 
correcting fluids, paper cutters, pencils, pencil lead 
holders, rubber erasers, envelopes, files, scrapbooks, books, 
periodicals, almanacs, pamphlets, writing or drawing books, 
catalogues, calendars, lithographs, engravings, paintings, 
posters, geographic maps, newspapers, spools for inking 
ribbons, sealing machines, postage stamps, greeting cards, 
postcards, table napkins, household or kitchen utensils 

Continued to page 19
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Shwedagon museum 
undergoes renovation

THE Shwedagon Pagoda’s board of 
trustees has started renovation and 
restoration of its museum near the 
west gate, said an official on the 
management committee. Daw Nyo 
Nyo Win told The Myanmar Times 
that exterior and interior redecora-
tion had begun last September.

An exact completion date has not 
been set, but officials hope it will be 
finished in 2016.

Two extra floors will be added to 
the three-storey building, which now 
contains exhibitions, Buddhist litera-
ture and archives. The library and ar-
chives are being moved to the lower 
platform at the east gate.

The renovation involves repaint-
ing, rewiring and the installation of 
air-conditioning.

“We’re keeping open the display 
for the benefit of pilgrims and visi-
tors, but we will close it later,” she 
said.

At the west gate, the Buddhawin 

Exhibition, which tells stories related 
to the births of the Buddha, is also 
undergoing renovation, including 
the construction of a corridor that 
will improve access.

Daw Nu Mra Zan, a retired dep-
uty director general of the Depart-
ment of Archaeology, National Mu-
seum and Library, said there would 
be 12 exhibition rooms in the new  
museum.

The first floor will display the 
Five Buddhas, golden and silver stu-
pas and images, ivory and jewellery, 
Shwedagon architecture and history, 
and a diamond bud and umbrella 
(hti). 

The second floor will house the 
Buddha’s footprint, relics, and do-
nor and other memorials. Tradi-
tional arts and crafts will also be 
on display, with labels in Myanmar 
and English.

“This will provide an improved 
visitor service,” said Daw Nu Mra 
Zan, who is volunteering as an ad-
viser to the team in charge of the 
project. “Shwedagon is our national 
landmark. We need better awareness 
of museology, and need to display to 
international standards.” 

The museum was established in 
1992.

in BRiEF

Cherry 
Thein

t.cherry6@gmail.com

A staff member at the Shwedagon Pagoda museum moves a display board 
into place as part of the museum’s renovation. Photo: Thiri

Pa-O push for people’s
participation in peace
More public participation is needed in 
the peace process, speakers at a Pa-O 
National Conference stated last week. 
The conference formed a committee to 
promote more participation of the Pa-O 
people in politics, including the peace 
process, U Khun Myint Tun, chair of the 
Pa-O National Liberation Army (PNLO) 
said on February 20.

The February 16-19 conference at 
Tahtone was attended by about 400 
representatives of Pa-O political par-
ties, civil society organisations (CSOs) 
and the PNLO.

“The ceasefire agreements between 
the PNLO and the government include 
the promotion of public participation in 
the peace process, as well as the activi-
ties of Pa-O civil society organisations 
and community-based organisations 
on the part of both the PNLO and the 
government,” U Khun Myint Tun said.

The committee formed by the 
conference will take responsibility for 
the emergence of a Pa-O National 
Congress scheduled to be held later 
this year in Taunggyi, Shan State.

“We believe that the third party in the 
peace process should be the citizens. 
If people know about the agreements 
between the ethnic armed groups and 
the government, none of the sides can 
break the agreements,” he said. 

– Lun Min Mang

and containers, unworked or semi-worked glass (except glass 
used in building), glassware, porcelain and earthenware, 
non electric coffee percolators and filters, tea pots, tea and 
coffee cups, non-electric household or kitchen utensils and 
receptacles (neither of precious metal, nor plated therewith), 
cooking pot sets, plates, bowls, tumblers, sweetmeats boxes, 
not of precious metals, drinking vessels, saucepans, glass 
boxes, biscuit tins, picnic baskets (fitted-) including dishes, 
thermally insulated containers for food, vacuum bottles, 
corkscrews, bottle-openers, isothermic bags, drinking flasks 
for travellers, non-electric portable coolers, non-electric 
heaters for feeding bottles, bowls, baskets, for domestic 
use, not of precious metal, clothing, footwear, headgear, 
tee-shirts, shirts, skirts, pullovers, sweat-shirts, blouses, 
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jackets, denim jackets, anoraks, waistcoats, overalls, blazers, 
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caps, hats, work clothing, work shoes, fish, fish and seafood 
products, all these products in the form of extracts, soups, 
jellies, spreads, canned products, cooked, deep-frozen or 
dehydrated dishes, preserved, frozen, dried and cooked 
fruits, mushrooms and vegetables, jellies, jams, compotes, 
eggs, milk and milk products, edible oils and fats, fruit 
pulp and salads, vegetable salads, tinned fish, vegetables 
and fruit, edible jellies, pollen prepared as foodstuff, algae 
essences for food purposes, preserved soya beans for food, 
protein for human consumption, soups, clear soups, thick 
soups, concentrated soups, vegetable juices for kitchen 
use, butter, cream, yoghurts, cheeses, processed cheese, 
processed cheese foods, cottage cheese, sour cream, cream 
cheese, preparations for making bouillon, potato crisps, 
ready-cooked meals made with the above products, milk 
substitutes, beverages made with milk, desserts made 
with milk and desserts made with cream, soya milk (milk 
substitutes), protein preparations for human consumption, 
whiteners for coffee and/or tea (cream substitutes), peanut 
butter, bouillon cubes, stock, broths, pickles, processed nuts, 
prepared meals containing cheese, processed cheese dips 
and spreads, vegetable-based spreads and dips, snack mix 

consisting primarily of processed fruits and nuts, protein-
based snack bars, coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca, sago, 
artificial coffee, flour and preparations made from cereals, 
bread, pastry and confectionery, ices, honey, treacle, yeast, 
baking-powder, salt, mustard, vinegar, sauces (condiments), 
spices, ice, cookies, wafers, waffles, biscuits, chocolate, 
chocolate products, vegetal preparations for use as coffee 
substitutes; non-medicinal infusions, natural sweeteners, 
glucose for food, pasta, semolina, dried cereal flakes, cakes, 
brioches, pancakes, tarts, pies, sugar confectionery, royal 
jelly for human consumption (not for medical use), aniseed, 
star aniseed, malt extract for food, flavourings other than 
essential oils, aromatic preparations for food, yeast, dressings 
for salads, ketchup, mayonnaise, seasonings, thickening 
agents for cooking foodstuffs, weeds (condiments), spices, 
preserved garden herbs, ice for refreshment, sandwiches, 
pizzas, snacks made of rice, spring rolls, sushi, tabbouleh, 
tortillas, tacos, ready-cooked meals made with the above 
products, coffee extracts, beverages made with coffee and 
preparations made with coffee, iced coffee, artificial coffee, 
artificial coffee extracts, preparations and beverages made 
with artificial coffee, tea, tea extracts and preparations 
made with tea, cocoa, preparations and beverages made 
with cocoa, chocolate, preparations and beverages made 
with chocolate, sugar, natural sweeteners, malt-based 
preparations for human consumption, chewing gum, not 
for medical purposes, wafers, caramels, desserts, puddings, 
ices, water ices, sorbets, frozen confectionery, frozen cakes, 
ice cream, frozen desserts, powders and binding agents for 
making ices and/or water ices and/or sorbets and/or frozen 
confectionery and/or frozen cakes and/or ice cream and/
or frozen desserts, breakfast cereals, muesli, corn flakes, 
cereal bars, ready-to-eat cereals, pasta, noodles, foodstuffs 
containing rice, flour or cereals, also in the form of cooked 
dishes, pasta and ready-to-bake cake dough preparations, 
soya sauce, products for flavoring or seasoning foodstuffs, 
horseradish, relishes, barbeque sauces, marshmallows, grain-
based snack foods, crackers, flavored and sweetened gelatins, 
stuffing mixes containing bread, packaged meals consisting 
primarily of pasta and sauces, cheese sauces, mineral and 
aerated waters and other non-alcoholic drinks, fruit drinks 
and fruit juices, syrups and other preparations for making 
beverages, isotonic beverages, lemonades, tomato juice, 
vegetable juices (beverages), pastilles and powders for 
aerated drinks, essences for making beverages, preparations 
for making liqueurs, beverages containing milk ferments, 
beverages containing soya and non-alcoholic beverages 
containing malt; retail trade and distribution services, 

also by means of global computer networks (the Internet) 
in connection with medical preparations for slimming 
purposes, medicinal infusions, vitamin preparations, 
preparations of trace elements for human and animal use, 
foodstuffs and lacteal flour for babies, medical or sanitary 
disinfectants (excluding soaps), anti-insect products, 
insecticides, insect repellents, antiparasitic preparations, 
antiparasitic collars for animals, animal washes, sunscreen 
products (sunburn ointments), antiseptic cotton, absorbent 
cotton, sanitary pads, napkins and panties, menstruation 
tampons, breast-nursing pads, sterilising preparations, 
adhesives for dentures, deodorants, other than for personal 
use, air purifying preparations, solutions for use with contact 
lenses; beers” – Class: 35
“Providing of food and drink; self-service restaurants; 
fast-food restaurants and snackbars; restaurant, cafe and 
bar services; cafeterias; canteens; food and drink catering 
services; temporary accommodation; accommodation 
agencies (hotels, boarding-houses); hotel services; motel 
and boarding houses services; beerhouses, tea rooms 
reservation services for hotels and boarding-houses; holiday 
camp services (accommodation); holiday houses; providing 
campground facilities; day nurseries; retirement homes; 
boarding for animals; rental of chairs, tables, table linen, 
glassware; rental of portable buildings; rental of temporary 
accommodation; rental of conference rooms; rental of 
tents.” - Class 43

BELVITA
(Reg: Nos. IV/5673/2009 & IV/17666/2014)

in respect of:- “Nutritional food supplements, including 
energy bars, low-crab bars and diet bars- Int’l Class: 5”
“Cheese and dairy-based products – Int’l Class: 29”
“Cookies, cookie bars, crackers, chocolate and snack bars, 
including cereal bars, breakfast bars, granola bars, candy 
bars, nut bars, energy bars, protein bars, low-crab bars, 
cereal and milk bars, fruit bars, yoghurt bars, diet bars 
and confectionary – Int’l Class: 30”
“Juices and water – Int’l Class: 32”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be 
dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Intercontinental Great Brands LLC
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 2nd March, 2015
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People celebrate on a pandal beside Mandalay’s moat during last year’s water festival. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Wet and not-so-wild: Officials up 
fines to tone down water festival

MERRYMAKERS during this year’s 
Thingyan water festival will have 
to follow the rules – or risk losing 
millions, Mandalay city officials 
say. The city development commit-
tee is demanding a deposit of K2 
million from all those applying to 
build pandals, the roadside wooden 
stands that serve as firing platforms 
from which passing traffic and pe-
destrians are soaked with water.

The deposit is in addition to 
the K500,000 required at the time 
of application, and is payable once 
permission has been granted.

“We’re asking for K2 million be-
cause some pandals broke the rules 
last year. If any pandal sponsor is 
guilty of a violation, we will deduct 
money from the deposit and may 

take legal action as well,” U Aung 
Soe, head of the Department of Rev-
enue, told The Myanmar Times on 
February 23.

Last year’s problems ranged 
from pandal guests being extremely 
intoxicated to damage to municipal 
infrastructure and nearby trees.

Deposits will be returned on 
April 24, the end of the Water Fes-
tival, to all law-abiding pandal  
sponsors.

The department has announced 
26 rules applicable both to water-
splashing pandals and entertain-
ment pandals. These include that 
pandals should be at least 7.5 me-
tres (25 feet) from traffic junctions, 
and should not employ fire hoses 
or play music with lyrics damaging 
to the image of the country. Guests 
must not wear inappropriate 
clothing.

Violators will not only be docked 
all or part of their deposit, but also 
be blacklisted and banned frommi 
sponsoring a pandal next year, said 
U Aung Soe.

Pandals are permitted all around 
the moat, but the most popular 
spots lie along the eastern and 
southern moat, with few applicants 
showing interest in the western and 
northern stretches.

Regular participants did not 
seem to think the new charge would 
dampen anyone’s enthusiasm. “The 
deposit is quite cheap compared to 
Yangon,” said U Nyunt Win Maw of 
Smile Water Festival pandal, which 
has celebrated the festival for six 
years.

Last year, there were 55 pandals 
in Mandalay, mostly for splashing 
and spraying purposes. 

– Translation by Emoon

Si Thu Lwin
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

THE justice system strives for in-
dependence but is still being sub-
jected to influence and pressures 
from the government, judges said 
at a workshop earlier this month. 
About 50 senior members of the 
judicial sector, including judges 
from the Supreme Court and state 
and region high courts, attended 
the two-day discussion on judicial 
independence and integrity in Nay 
Pyi Taw.

Judges may no longer receive 
formal instructions from the gov-
ernment on the disposition of a 
case. But they say they still encoun-
ter the attitude among some civil 
servants that the government can 
and should tell the courts who to 
convict and how to punish them, 
they say.

“Even discussing the ways that 
pressure is exerted on the judiciary 
is sensitive,” said U Myo Thant, a 
high court advocate.

Nevertheless, discussions were 
frank – perhaps surprisingly so – at 
the workshop, which was organised 
by the International Commission of 
Jurists.

“Participants were very open 
about the serious obstacles to their 
independence and accountability 
that they face, including pressure 
from other branches of government 
and from powerful actors in cases 
that are politically sensitive or have 
high economic constraints,” said 
Saman Zia-Zarifi, director of the 
group’s Asia and Pacific program.

Supreme Court director general 
U Myo Tint, who acts as spokes-
person for the court, said U Thein 
Sein’s government had stopped the 
practice of sending formal instruc-
tions to judges, but that informal 
and indirect influences may still be 
strong.

“There would be serious con-
sequences if formal instructions 
were sent,” he said. “Government 
staff should not say or think that 
the court will automatically convict 
someone just because they have 
filed a case against them.”

He also pointed out that the  
co-location of many township courts 
in the office of the General Admin-
istration Department of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs, which also files 
charges in criminal cases, fostered 
this mindset. It also harmed the im-
age of justice, he said.

The judiciary is also now in the 
financial pocket of the government, 
as it lost many of its premises when 
it was formally separated from the 
administration with the introduc-
tion of the 2008 constitution.

“It’s natural that some people in 
such a situation might think they 
can influence or intervene in the ju-
dicial process. The Supreme Court 
is trying to alter that mindset,” he 
said.

The judiciary is still emerging 
from 40 years of subjection to mili-
tary regimes, a state of affairs that 
ended with the handover to the pre-
sent government. But judges know 
they still have a long way to go to 
regain their independence.

Judges at all levels still have to 
attend regular meetings called by 
the executive branch. U Myo Tint 
said even the Supreme Court has to 
resist assignments handed out by 
the executive.

“We don’t attend the meetings 
now. If the judiciary is invited to 
participate in committees or pro-
jects by the executive, senior judges 
withdraw from them,” he said.

Azhar Cachalia, the chair of the 
executive committee of the ICJ and 
a Supreme Court justice in South 
Africa, said breaking the links be-
tween the judiciary and the other 
branches of the government was 
the first step toward independence 
and integrity.

Judges still  
feel the heat  
despite steps  
to reform
Sandar 
Lwin

sdlsandar@gmail.com

‘Even discussing 
the ways that 
pressure is exerted 
on the judiciary is 
sensitive.’

u Myo Thant 
high court advocate
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Tourism destinations already under strain, survey finds

MAKING sure tourism does more 
good than harm – that is the aim of 
research conducted by the Myanmar 
Centre for Responsible Business, 
whose results were released on Feb-
ruary 20 at the MAC Tower in Yangon.

Some of Myanmar’s flagship sites 
such as Bagan, Inle and Kyaikhtiyo 
are already under environmental and 
social pressure from the effects of 
tourism, the survey said. This affects 

the livelihood of local inhabitants and 
the long-term viability of such places 
as tourism destinations.

“The number of local and foreign 
tourists has increased, which has had 
both good and bad effects. We want 
to increase the positive effects and re-
duce the negative impact of tourism,” 
said Daw Thi Thi Thein of the MCRB, 
who managed the survey.

The centre’s assessment makes 
recommendations to government, 
businesses, civil society groups, tour-
ists and others.

“Spending by foreigners rose and 
the number of jobs increased. But 
negative impacts could arise if big 
companies pursue projects without 
negotiating with local residents,” she 
said.

The survey covered culture, the en-
vironment, gender, labour and child 
rights, and held consultations with 
residents of each region, she said.

The tourism sector would be better 
if the government provided awareness 
training to local residents about dif-
ferent cultures, capacity development 

and business consciousness. “Tourists 
might not come back if their experi-
ence is not satisfactory,” she said.

U Nyein Chan, co-founder of the 
Responsible Myanmar Organisation, 
said sharing tourism knowledge and 
experience would help local busi-
nesses. “This could help restaurants, 
transportation, souvenir shops and 
residents in regional,” he said. 

The government already has poli-
cies to encourage responsible tour-
ism, but the lack of capacity and re-
sources means that implementation 

is incomplete, MCRB director Vicky 
Bowman said.

“There’s too much focus on hard 
infrastructure and hotel construc-
tion. Myanmar needs to rein in the 
rush to create hotel zones. Our field 
research showed that many of the 
negative impacts were associated 
with hotel zones. The government’s 
own master plan identified partici-
patory destination management and 
zonal planning, which is not same 
thing as establishing a hotel zone,” Ms 
Bowman said.

Vintage cars roll into Mandalay

A CAVALCADE of veteran and vin-
tage automobiles entered Mandalay 
this week as the latest and final stage 
of a Southeast Asian tour. 

More than 150 enthusiasts are 
taking part in the rally. Local firms 
Myanma Hotel and Tourism Servic-
es and Essence of Myanmar Travels 
and Tours are helping to organise 
the event, which involved travels 

through Singapore, Malaysia and 
Thailand before they arrived in My-
anmar, said Ko Win Tun of Essence 
of Myanmar, a member of the organ-
ising team.

“Driving these old cars is a lot of 
fun. Most of them have special fuel 
and oil needs, so we have to check 
the route in advance to make sure 
they can get supplies,” he said.

The group arrived at the Myawad-
dy border gate on February 19 in 
more than 80 venerable vehicles and 

proceeded to Mawlamyaing and Nay 
Pyi Taw before entering Mandalay 
via Inle.

The oldest cars in the caravan 
date back to 1907, and the sprightli-
est to 1970. Only about 60 of the cars 
made it to Mandalay, with some re-
tiring to Yangon early due to damage 
sustained en route.

After Mandalay, the group will go 
on to Bagan and then Yangon, where 
they will end their historic trip. 

– Translation by Emoon

Corrupt civil 
servants dodge 
prison terms
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JUST one of 450 civil servants punished 
for corruption has received a jail term 
in the almost four years since U Thein 
Sein’s government took office, a senior 
minister has revealed. The vast majority 
received a slap on the wrist.

At a February 24 workshop to re-
view the government’s actions under 
the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption, Minister for the President’s 
Office U Tin Naing Thein said another 
18 were forced to retire.

But 362 of the bureaucrats faced 
only administrative penalties, while 
69 were transferred to another  
department.

U Tin Naing Thein insisted that 
combating corruption was a serious pri-
ority for the government.  

“Corruption is a widespread prob-
lem, a threat not just within a country 
but across international borders. Anti-
corruption efforts must be carried out 
both locally and in collaboration with 
the international community,” said the 
minister.

It appears to be making some pro-
gress, too. According to the most recent 
Corruption Perceptions Index released 
by Transparency International, Myan-
mar was ranked 156 of 176 countries, up 
from a low of 172 of 174 in 2012.

Signing up to the UN convention re-

quires the government to undertake a 
series of reviews, of which the first must 
be completed this year. It deals with 
criminalisation, law enforcement and 
international cooperation, said U Mya 
Win, chair of the Anti-corruption Com-
mission, which was formed in February 
2014. 

The second review, which must be 
completed by 2020, will cover preven-
tive measures and asset recovery.

Among ASEAN members, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Cambodia as well 
as Myanmar have yet to complete the 
first review required by the conven-
tion. Myanmar ratified the convention 
in 2012 and joined the Southeast Asia 
Parties against Corruption in Decem-
ber 2013.

The Anti-corruption Commission, 
which is manned by former govern-
ment officials, has been accused of fail-
ing to take the steps required to rein 
in corruption. The commission has re-
ceived more than 1000 complaints to 
date, but has so far investigated only 
nine, according to members.

U Mya Win insisted at the workshop 
that the commission would work “step 
by step” to eliminate corruption.

“The Myanmar Anti-corruption 
Commission is a new body, but it will 
implement its anti-corruption process 
successfully, both locally and in cooper-
ation with international anti-corruption 
groups,” said U Mya Win.

U Tin Naing Thein said cooperation 
was needed to tackle corruption.

“Everyone has the responsibility to 
prevent and control corruption,” he 
said. – Translation by Thiri Min Htun

A vintage car is parked on the street in Mandalay on February 23. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Kyaw Ko Ko
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Views
Myanmar education 
system is failing 
disabled children

WHAT do we mean when we say 
someone is disabled? From a medi-
cal perspective, we are referring to 
a person’s medical or health-based 
impairments, such as an inability to 
walk or a neurological disorder that 
inhibits intellectual development. 

Yet from a sociological perspec-
tive, we can examine the structure 
of a society and how it contributes 
to and magnifies disability. A society 
that excludes those with disabilities 
is a disabling society – and nowhere 
is this more apparent than in its 
education system.

Those in Myanmar with a physi-
cal or intellectual disability are not 
only impaired by their individual 
problems, but by a society that 
marginalises them from childhood. A 
child who suffers from a moderate-to-
severe disability – physical or mental 
– faces stark choices. If they live in a 
large city, they may attend specialist 
government schools, which are well 
meaning but segregate them from 
their larger peer group. There is also 
the option for private schools, but in 
the absence of government financial 
support for either child or school 
these remain out of reach for most 
families.

They may be allowed to attend 
mainstream schools, but there is no 
obligation and schools can refuse an 
entrant if they feel they cannot sup-
port them. If a child is accepted, then 
there is little support given as schools 
have no funding or special training to 
genuinely accommodate those with 
disabilities. 

It is clear that the Myanmar edu-
cation system does not adequately 
provide for children with disabilities. 
A 2010 survey conducted by the 
Ministry of Social Welfare found that 
almost half of those with disabilities 
in Myanmar never attended school. 
Both regionally and globally, Myan-
mar is falling further and further 
behind on the issue. 

In the field of disability rights 
there is a growing push toward in-
clusive education, which means that 
those with special educational needs 
attend mainstream schools and are 
given support. Simply giving those 
with disabilities the right to attend 
mainstream schools is not enough. An 
open door means nothing if getting 
through that door is still a struggle.

An inclusive education system 
means that those with special 
needs receive support to help them 
participate in mainstream education 
as much as possible. Many countries 
make inclusive education a required 
component of their teacher train-
ing courses, so that all educators 
have strategies for managing special 
needs. Schools and districts can also 

employ specialist educators who can 
provide tailored education for those 
in need, either working directly with 
one school or serving a local area.

Inclusive education schools 
often have resource rooms where 
those with special needs can receive 
personalised training to help them 
adjust to regular classes. These en-
able those with more severe needs 
to still learn within the main school 
compound, potentially joining in 
with music, arts, sports, and  
recreation activities and classes. 

Inclusive education also aims 
to make physical environments 
unrestrictive, providing ramps and 
proper access to toilets, for example. 
An important point is that inclusive 
education helps not just those who 
have traditionally been marginalised, 
but other children too, as it necessi-
tates a learning process that helps all 
individuals get the support they need.

Implementation of inclusive 
education in schools is no easy task. 
With a child-centred approach to 
education, policy needs to be creative 
and flexible enough so local educa-
tors and officials are empowered to 
effectively respond to the needs of 
their students and not wade through 
government bureaucracy for funding 
needs when they arise. 

It is not enough to treat children 
with disabilities as a homogenous 
group – there must be a system that 
analyses the needs of each individual. 
Whilst it is accepted that a move 
toward inclusive education will 
require more funding, the money 
spent now re-imagining an education 
system will be a lot less than the cost 
of segregated schooling or the cost of 
social services for those whose needs 
are not met by the education system. 
More importantly, without action on 
inclusive education, Myanmar runs 
the risk of marginalising another gen-
eration of persons with disabilities.

In the 2000s, the Ministry of Edu-
cation declared that inclusive educa-
tion would be a part of its Education 
for All program. The Education for 
All National Action plan, started in 
2003, aimed for all children to have 
access to free and compulsory educa-
tion by 2015. It is clear that this goal 
has not been achieved.

But things are looking up. The 
newly formed Myanmar Council for 
Persons with Disabilities, an inde-
pendent body appears set to become 
an important national voice, bringing 
together groups from around the 
country. The government appears 
supportive of disability rights and 
inclusive education. In 2011 it ratified 
the International Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 
which situates disabilities and inclu-
sive education within a human rights 
context. A new law on the rights of 
persons with disabilities is being 
drafted in parliament with input from 
disability activists, and looks likely to 
mention inclusive education. There is 
also hope that the amended National 
Education Law will address the issue.

This time, rhetoric will not be 
enough. Although it is a positive step 
that inclusive education for people 
with disabilities is being viewed 
through a human rights lens, it isn’t 
something that can just be granted. 
It needs to be aggressively pursued, 
creatively implemented and constant-
ly re-affirmed.

Ewan Cameron is an education policy 
fellow at Thabyay Education Foundation.
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ewancameron@thabyay.org

Aquino dithers, stumbles, falls

A VISIT to Manila can be rather 
shocking these days – even when 
travelling there from quasi-military 
governed Myanmar, let alone from 
Thailand with its now entrenched 
junta of generals.

There is widespread talk of a pos-
sible army coup in the Philippines 
and it is entirely the fault of some 
astonishingly hapless – some would 
say cowardly or even sinister – recent 
moves by President Benigno Aquino.

Could it happen? Is it possible that 
another founder member of ASEAN 
might follow Thailand and regress 
into the repressive clutches of anoth-
er bunch of army dunderheads?

Thankfully, at this stage, it still 
appears unlikely, but the drumbeat 
echoing across the Manila Bay is dis-
tinctly unnerving.

Let us consider how Aquino, 
whose administration started toler-
ably well and managed to sustain an 
economic upsurge initiated under his 
predecessor, has suddenly landed in a 
monumental pickle.

It began in January, when, un-
der the Enhanced Defence Coopera-
tion Agreement that Aquino signed 
with the United States last year, he 
was told that drones had confirmed 
military intelligence pinpointing an 
international terrorist in Mindanao.

The man, Zulkifli Abdhir, widely 
known as Marwan, was hiding in the 
village of Mamasapano, inside terri-
tory controlled by the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF), which has 
recently inked a peace deal with 
Aquino.

Actually, it is unclear whether 
Marwan was being sheltered by the 
MILF or by a more radical splinter 
group called the Bangsamoro Islamic 
Freedom Fighters (BIFF).

The distinction is significant be-
cause the BIFF seeks independence 
for Bangsamoro, the Muslim-ma-
jority region of western Mindanao, 
while MILF leaders have settled for 
substantial autonomy under Aquino’s 
peace accord.

That accord was destined to be the 
president’s great legacy – provided he 
could get the Philippine Congress to 
pass a law required to implement it.

Unfortunately, after the Marwan 
incident, passage of the legislation is 
now doubtful. Observers even say the 
entire peace agreement may be dead 
in the water.

But we are jumping ahead. After 
receiving news about Marwan’s loca-
tion, Aquino flew to the northwest-
ern Mindanao city of Zamboanga to 
monitor a secret operation to take 
out the terrorist.

Under his authorisation, the raid 
was conducted by police Special Ac-
tion Force (SAF) commandos during 
the night of January 25.

The fact that SAF officers were 
used rather than military men was 
apparently for reasons of secrecy, but 
it upset the armed forces top brass 
and appears to have contributed 
to ill-feeling and communication  
breakdowns.

Still, the operation went well at 
first and Marwan was captured. He 
was being spirited out of the jun-
gle by the police commandos when 
things went horribly wrong.

The raiding party was ambushed 
by a larger and more heavily armed 
force from either the MILF or, more 
likely, the BIFF. Facing annihilation, 
they radioed for a backup contin-
gent of commandos to come to their  
rescue.

Their call was passed to a stunned 
Aquino, who had been ready to go 
on nationwide TV and celebrate the 
great success of Marwan’s capture, 
but instead now faced a mismanaged 
and horrific tragedy.

As per his habit in times of crisis, 
he dithered over whether a wipe-out 
of the SAF group was a better option 
than risking the entire peace deal by 
sending in a large force to engage the 
MILF.

Finally, he vetoed any rescue 
and as a result 44 police comman-
dos were slaughtered, some being  

reportedly shot in cold blood as they 
lay on the ground injured.

Marwan was apparently killed 
and an SAF survivor cut off one of 
his fingers, which was later DNA-
tested by the Americans to prove it 
was from the terrorist. His body was 
never recovered, however, and the 
evidence that he was eliminated is 
suspect.

Regardless, Filipinos were stunned 
when they heard about the botched 
raid and the police death toll, and 
perhaps more so by the way Aquino 
seemed to initially shrug off the inci-
dent as a mishap.

A firestorm of criticism quickly 
engulfed the president. People de-
manded to know why an under-
strength police unit rather than elite 
army troops had been sent into rebel 
territory without prior coordination 
with the MILF.

And why, when the fusillade be-
gan, did Aquino not call the MILF 
leader, Ibrahim Murad, and order it 
to stop in line with a ceasefire agree-
ment that was part of the peace  
accord?

Even worse, why had he refused to 
allow the backup force to go in and 
rescue the police commandos?

Trying to respond, Aquino forgot 
the cardinal rule about what to do 
when stuck in a hole: Stop digging.

Instead, his unfeeling comments 
and actions not only led him to be 
called an incompetent lackey of the 
Americans, but it caused the mili-
tary’s top brass to vent their earlier 
qualms about the operation. Mean-
while, furious legislators vowed to 
vote down his historic peace accord.

As well as that possibility, there 
were calls for Aquino himself to be 
removed from office.

Demonstrators raise clenched fists during a protest in Manila on February 22 calling for the resignation of Philippine President Benigno Aquino. Photo: AFP
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“DO you have policies and procedures 
in place to prevent your business ac-
tivities or investment from contribut-
ing to human rights abuses and social 
conflict in Myanmar?”

This is one of the questions 
that the Business & Human Rights 
Resource Centre, an international 
NGO, asked to more than 100 foreign 
companies investing or operating in 
Myanmar through a tracking project 
launched in November 2014. Only half 
of the companies approached have 
responded and only a quarter actually 
provided relevant information on 
their human rights policies and due 
diligence efforts in Myanmar.

Considering that Asian companies 
represent the majority of foreign 
investors in Myanmar, we are particu-
larly concerned that only about one-
third of companies headquartered 
in Asia have responded. So far, for 
example, only one Chinese company 
has sent a response: Wanbao Mining. 
Instead of responding to the ques-
tions, however, it sent information 
about its corporate social responsibil-
ity activities, and environmental and 
social impact assessments related 
to its Letpadaung mine operations. 
Huawei, which is a supplier to major 
telecom operators in Myanmar, de-
clined to respond.

Too many foreign companies 
investing in Myanmar are not doing 
enough to address the risk of causing 
or contributing to human rights abus-
es. The inability of most companies to 
disclose their human rights commit-
ments is worrying. Foreign companies 
are entering a country in transition, 
where their responsibilities toward 
people and communities are exten-
sive, and where enhanced human 
rights due diligence and transparency 
are especially important in taking a 
leadership role and influencing local 
partners.

“Foreign investment into Myan-
mar is essential for economic develop-
ment and growth, but it cannot 
happen at any cost. Investors and 
local companies need to consider the 
social impacts of their joint ventures 
– how to minimise risks and how best 
to ensure that investments are  

sustainable in social and not just 
economic terms,” said John Morrison, 
executive director of the UK-based 
Institute for Human Rights and Busi-
ness, one of the organisations that 
helped to set up the Myanmar Centre 
for Responsible Business.

Reports on how business activi-
ties in Myanmar are linked to serious 
rights abuses – including violence, 
land grabs and labour-related abuses 
– come out on a regular basis. Last 
month, Amnesty International issued 
a report alleging that foreign mining 
companies have profited from serious 
human rights abuses around the 
Monywa copper mine, which is now 
operated by Wanbao in partnership 
with Myanmar Economic Holdings 
Limited. 

Community and nationwide 
protests sparked by allegations of 
land confiscations and environmental 
harm led to a temporary suspension 
of mine operations, violence and the 
recent death of a protester. About 200 
workers recently protested against a 

local subsidiary of Total due to mass 
terminations and low compensation.

While the government is still in 
the process of deciding on a mini-
mum wage, Myanmar was recently 
named one of the five best countries 
in the world for cheap labour by the 
Labor Costs Index. In spite of the 
risks of exploitative labour practices, 
the prospect of cheap labour will at-
tract more investors, especially in the 
textile and garment sectors.

These and other similar reports 
paint an alarming pattern of business-
es being linked to serious community 
harms and, in the process, failing to 
generate the benefit and prosper-
ity for the Myanmar people that the 
government claims to aspire for.

“Foreign companies investing in 
Myanmar need to be aware that the 
government is failing to regulate 
business activities and fulfil its duty 
to protect human rights. Companies 
cannot limit themselves to respecting 
these inadequate national laws,” said 
Daniel Aguirre, the international legal 

adviser for the International Commis-
sion of Jurists in Yangon.

“Instead, they should use their 
influence to push the government 
to adopt human rights law and set a 
level playing field.”

The glass is not only half empty. 
The 59 responses received to date by 
Business & Human Rights Resource 
Centre are a step forward in corpo-
rate human rights transparency. The 
responding companies – by both what 
they say and don’t say – open them-
selves to heightened public scrutiny 
and constructive discussion. Some 
responses set standards and provide 
useful guidance, raising the global bar 
on corporate transparency and disclo-
sure on human rights issues.

For example, Telenor and Ericsson 
disclosed their human rights impact 
assessment and their policies on 
privacy rights and responsible supply 
chain management. BG Group ex-
plained its cross-functional approach 
to implementing its human rights 
policy; Adidas and Coca-Cola detailed 
not only their due diligence process 
prior to sourcing from Myanmar 
but also their ongoing engagement 
efforts. 

On February 24, the Business & 
Human Rights Resource Centre and 
the Myanmar Centre for Responsible 
Business hosted a roundtable discus-
sion with local civil society organisa-
tions to assess the responses and 
discuss possible ways to keep pushing 
human rights issues higher up com-
panies’ list of priorities.

Transparency is an indicator of 
responsible business practices and a 
good first step, but we need to move 
from policies to practice and reality 
on the ground. This was the message 
from many civil society organisations 
leaders. There are hundreds more 
companies – large and small – that 
need to be engaged. And the more 
important work of checking policies 
against actual practice remains to be 
done, as companies’ human rights 
commitments do not necessarily 
reflect their actual practices.

Irene Pietropaoli and Bobbie Sta Maria are 
researchers of Business & Human Rights 
Resource Centre based in Southeast Asia. 
All company responses received so far 
are available on the Business & Human 
Rights Resource Centre website.
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A protester shouts as Chinese funeral papers are burned in front of the Chinese 
embassy in Yangon on December 23, a day after a protester was shot at the 
Letpadaung copper mine in Sagaing Region. Photo: AFP

Already, Senator Miriam Defen-
sor Santiago has revealed she has 
heard of meetings to discuss mount-
ing a coup against Aquino, while 
Defence Secretary Voltaire Gazmin 
said he was aware of those plots.

Others have urged Congress to 
impeach Aquino, but that is less 
likely, given that Vice President 
Jejomar Binay has scores to settle 
with other legislators that would 
dissuade them from agreeing to let 
him take over.

More than likely the crippled 
Aquino will struggle on until his 
term ends next year and the simi-
larly crippled peace agreement 
will be kicked down the road until 
a more fortuitous time arrives to 
pass the required law – if that time 
ever does arrive.

It is all a huge mess and a lam-
entable ending to Aquino’s great 
dream.

Demonstrators raise clenched fists during a protest in Manila on February 22 calling for the resignation of Philippine President Benigno Aquino. Photo: AFP
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RETAIL outlets removed imported 
liquor from their shelves last week in 
response to government pressure on 
importing foreign alcohol, according to 
industry sources.

Government checks have previ-
ously shown that nearly 90 percent of 
liquor imports cross into the country 
illegally, while much of the rest comes 
from duty-free shops. Liquor imports 
are generally illegal, though there are 
limited loopholes intended for duty-free 
purchases and hotel imports.

Bodies including the Ministry of 
Commerce, the Tax Advisory Board 
and the Myanmar Retailers Associa-
tion have met for two years to discuss 
revamping import policies, after a high-
profile series of government raids in 
late 2013 left several retailers dry.

After the latest meeting in mid-
February, retailers said they had little 
choice but to suspend sales of imports.

“There was no discussion in the 
meeting, they just told us what they 
want,” said Myanmar Retailers Associa-
tion executive member U Aung Naing 
Myint. 

The meeting came due to pressure 
from prominent local alcohol and ciga-
rette firms who goaded the Tax Adviso-
ry Board into taking action on imports, 
he said.

“It has been getting worse after the 
meeting. Some supermarkets and con-
venience stores are taking the products 
off their shelves,” he said.

Liquor imports have long been 
banned in Myanmar. However, dis-
tributors previously got around this 

restriction partly by importing through 
hotels, which are allowed to bring in 
foreign booze.

Government officials cracked down 
on this process in high-profile raids in 
late 2013. The Ministry of Commerce 
has since promised to revamp its liquor 
import policy, though so far have only 
added restrictions, according to U Aung 
Naing Myint.

City Mart marketing executive U 
Pyae Nyein Lu said the Myanmar Retail-
ers Association and various government 
departments have been holding official 
meetings since June 2013 on ways to 
amend the laws and allow import and 
sales of foreign liquor and cigarettes.

The association has been presenting 
information on laws and best practices 
from other countries to develop local 
policy.

“For reasons which are unknown to 
the [Myanmar Retailers Association], 
as of February 2015, a policy has not yet 
been implemented. Due to the absence 
of this policy, several members of the 
[association] have decided to stop sell-
ing such products in their stores with 
effect from 21 February 2015,” he said.

The situation is very difficult for all 
retailers. “We want officials to regulate 
the market properly to fulfill the cus-
tomer’s needs,” he said.

Other local businesses are worried 
about restrictions on applying for liq-
uor licences, while licence fees are set 
to double and liquor taxes to increase in 
the 2015-16 fiscal year.

Still, the lack of a legal importing 
process has proven the most frustrating 
for businesses selling liquor.

 “For now, we are not able to do any-
thing and we are disappointed that we 
can’t fulfill our customer needs,” said 
Pyae Nyein Lu.

U Aung Naing Myint said the gov-
ernment’s moves appear designed to 
keep a low profile on the issue.

“The government doesn’t want 
people to respond as they have de-
viated from the market economy, 
so they are not announcing this in 
newspapers and just forcing changes 
on the retailers,” he said. “This is not 
a proper way to protect against fake 
products or buying illegal items, as 
customers [affected] want to buy im-
ports, not the local products.”

Government officials said the latest 
move may cut down on fake alcohol, 

which is prevalent on the market.
Ministry of Commerce adviser U 

Maung Aung said at least 70 percent of 
imported products are fakes, creating a 
problem that needs to be addressed.

Even duty-free shops cannot guar-
antee they carry genuine goods, he said. 
The code number on bottles are some-
times faded in an effort to hide where 
they are coming from.

“We hope this will be addressed as 
soon as possible,” he said. “Wine should 

be the first thing to get permission [to 
be imported].”

The government has acted in an 
effort to safeguard the local industry 
when completing rules and regulations 
on liquor. 

Liquor shops sometimes charge dif-
ferent prices for the same product, de-
pending on whether it is 100pc genuine, 
half-genuine or one-hird genuine.

Domestic firms have also taken fake 
products and distributed the goods in 
local shops. The distillers use bottles 
collected from restaurants, dressed up 
with accessories purchased from the 
Chinese and Thai border and then bot-
tled with local booze. Fakes are particu-
larly common in popular brands, such 
as Scotch whiskey.

Internal Revenue Department direc-
tor U Myo Min Zaw said that since tax 
is collected on locally-made booze, it is 
important that illegally-imported prod-
ucts are stopped. Seized imports are 
transferred to the Customs Department 
for auction.

“Our plans to seize illegal products 
in the market depends on instructions 
from the senior level,” he said.

Taxes are also set to increase on 
certain sin items. Earlier this year the 
Internal Revenue Department said the 
commercial tax on cigarettes will rise 
from 100pc of their value to 120pc. 
Liquor taxes will increase from 50pc to 
60pc, according to a draft of the 2015 
Union Tax Law.

Myanmar Liquor Association deputy 
chair U Zaw Win said imported prod-
ucts are causing locally produced goods 
to take less market share, with fake 
products particularly to blame for out-
competing domestically made booze.

“The problem of fakes is the worst 
for the industry,” he said.

Imported products generally sell 
for several times the price of their local 
competitors.
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THE second year of building is under 
way for the tower companies work-
ing to extend coverage for Telenor and 
Ooredoo, moving steel and concrete 
by truck and buffaloes to thousands of 
sites around the country.

Apollo Towers global project man-
agement officer Bill Pollack said the 
firm has learned a lot in the last year, 
as it worked through difficulties such as 
obtaining leases and permits and con-
tending with the weather.

“We’ve learned how to do this,” he 
said. “We’ve learned how to get past 
the rainy season – in fact we’re already 
preparing for it. We’ve hired our teams 
of water buffaloes because it’s the only 
way you can get steel to sites in the 
rainy season. Trucks can’t make it.”

There was intense pressure in the 
industry last year to get the steel in the 
ground so the two foreign telecom op-
erators could begin services on time.

Ooredoo and Telenor selected two 
tower companies apiece early last year 
for their initial build – Ooredoo with 
Myanmar Tower Company and Pan 
Asia Majestic Eagle, Telenor with Apollo 
and Irrawaddy Green Towers. With fur-
ther rollouts coming from them as well 
as MPT and possibly a fourth operator, 

winners and losers among the tower 
companies are likely to emerge.

There are also at least two more 
companies – including Young Invest-
ment Group – that are looking to enter 
the business.

Generally, tower companies make 
the initial investment to build each tow-
er and provide for upkeep and power 
the site. The operators then place their 
equipment on the tower, paying a regu-
lar lease instalment for the privilege.

Tower sharing has also only hap-
pened on a limited scale in Myanmar so 
far, but the next rollouts may see more 
extensive use of the concept. 

 “We were encouraged to [share 
towers] and it makes sense,” said Oore-
doo Myanmar CEO Ross Cormack. 
“The difference we make is through 
telecommunications services, so if we 
can speed up the rollout by sharing, 
if we can lower the cost of rollout by 
sharing, both of these allow us to reach 
more people more quickly and more 
cost-effectively.”

Tower companies generally make 
a large up-front investment while se-
curing and building the site and then 
earn revenue through leasing space to 
mobile service providers. In general if 
the tower company has more than one 
tenant it is able to earn more revenue, 
while the service providers often end 

up paying less if they co-locate with a 
competitor.

Telenor CEO Petter Furberg said sav-
ings can be passed on to its users, as 
tower sharing cuts costs. “We have al-
ways said, and I believe our competitors 
are saying the same, that tower sharing 
and fibre sharing make a lot of sense in 
Myanmar.”

There are also savings on electric-
ity use if a tower is carrying equipment 
from more than one company.

Tower company officials say there 
is the possibility of interference from 
overlapping equipment on a shared 
tower, but it is closely monitored and so 
far not much of a problem.

Mr Pollack said his firm had de-
signed its business model around shar-
ing. “Sharing is good for everybody,” he 
said. “It’s good for Apollo because we 
can charge the operator less and still 
run a sustainable business. It’s good 
for the operators because they pay less. 
And at the end of the day it’s good for 
Myanmar citizens because cell phone 
[costs] are dropping and will continue 
to drop.”

Still, tower sharing means there may 
not be a need for as many tower compa-
nies, forcing consolidation in the sector. 
Industry insiders told The Myanmar 
Times that in the long run there will 
likely be three or four tower companies, 

as opposed to the four to six there are 
today.

Mr Pollack said some discussions 
are currently under way that could re-
sult in consolidation.

Still, whether one or another tower 
company is building a tower has mini-
mal impact on an end-user, provided 
the quality is high enough.

Mr Pollack said the consumer should 
never know what tower company is in-
volved, as it is part of the infrastructure. 

“When you take a railroad from 
point A to point B, you don’t know who 

built the tracks and you’re not supposed 
to care, as long as the quality is there,” 
he said.

A big change on the horizon is the 
possible entrance of a fourth mobile 
operator. Mr Pollack said they could de-
cide to share entirely rather than build 
their own towers.

Still, some of the initial headaches 
for the tower companies, including per-
mits and construction techniques, are 
now more understood.

“The factory is humming along,” he 
said.

Tower firms turn the corner Cars pass a Yangon cell tower. 
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

Yangon alcohol is coming down 
off the shelves. Photo: Boothee

Industry changes likely following last year’s rush to put steel in the ground
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Exchange Rates (February 28 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1157
K307
K762

K31
K1041

K1174
K308
K770

K32
K1044

ooredoo and telenor 
take services beyond the 
biggest cities

all quiet on the zoning 
plan front as experts 
push for restart

business 30 property 34

YANGON City Electricity Supply 
Board (YESB) will have its own budget 
beginning April 1 as part of a govern-
ment-wide process of professionalis-
ing state-owned firms.

YESB and other state firms are 
under pressure to transform the en-
terprises into professional businesses 
and separate them from day-to-day 
control by government departments.

YESB has officially begun corpora-
tising since 2014 with the aim of even-
tually becoming privatised. The board 
provides electricity to Yangon, which 
uses about 50 percent of nationwide 
energy.

YESB vice president U Maung 
Maung Latt said it will remain 
100pc government owned for the 
time being, but its practices are 
being updated with the separate 
budget.

“We will keep to the corpora-
tisation practice in line with business 
standards,” he said.

Last year, the board had made ten-
tative steps toward privatisation, invit-
ing several private companies to dis-
cuss the alternative. However, under 
guidance from its parent organisation 
the Ministry of Electric Power, officials 
eventually decided to pursue corpora-
tisation first.

“It will take four or five years to get 
used to operating well as a corporation,” 

said U Maung Maung Latt. “Later we 
will discuss the next step of private par-
ticipation in YESB.”

He did not provide more detailed 
information regarding the size of the 
independent budget or operation of 
YESB.

The board is the main regulator 
in Yangon as well as being respon-
sible for electricity distribution in 
the city.

It buys electricity from Myanma 
Electric Power Enterprise at K60 a 
kilowatt hour, generating a monthly 
income of K31 billion (US$30 million) 
after a move last year to increase the 
price for consumers. 

Before the tariff hike it generated 
monthly revenues of about K20 billion.

Yangon electricity board to 
receive its first budget
Aung shin
koshumgtha@gmail.com

APPLE has begun allowing certain My-
anmar stores to start selling iPhones, 
marking a change in strategy for the 
company, after previously limiting of-
ficials sales to a shorter list including 
Mac computers and iPod products.

Authorised resellers are required 
to receive extensive approval from the 
American tech firm in everything from 
store location and design to stock they 
carry before receiving approval. The 
high standards can push a shop to be-
come better, but require significant in-
vestments of time and money.

Apple has four authorised resellers 
in Myanmar: One Futureworld, mDrive, 
The Analytics Company (TAC) and 
Wai Yan Electronics. All have the go-
ahead to start selling iPhones, but their 
launches have so far been different.

The devices are available at Wai Yan 
Electronics and TAC, while short notice 
and limited stock at One Futureworld 
has restricted offerings, and mDrive 
won’t have iPhones until completion of 
a government licencing process, said of-
ficials from each respective reseller.

The iPhone’s debut last week rep-
resents a shift in Apple’s approach to 
Myanmar, as the company had previ-
ously held the smartphone back from 
the market. 

One Futureworld had delayed 
further development in Myanmar 
because Apple had not approved the 
sale of iPhones and iPads. That per-
mission in part relied “on the telecoms 
network”, said Michael Leong of One 
Futureworld’s Singapore office, who 
is working with the company’s local 
partners in Yangon. “If it’s not stable, 
available freely or to the public, then 
Apple may not want to open the iP-
hone market in that country,” he said. 

TAC managing director U Max-
im Thaw Tint had said the question 
around iPhone and iPad sales was 
“when”, not “if”.  “The moment you put 
a SIM card [in], it becomes a telco terri-
tory. Apple has a separate iPhone team 
that sits down and negotiates with each 
telco operator,” he said, speaking of Sin-
gapore. “So always there is an integra-
tion time ... [The] same is happening in 
Myanmar.”

Now, all four local authorised resell-
ers have been given the green light to 
sell iPhones, representing one of many 
stamps of approval along the road re-
sellers walk.

The process around establishing 
outposts, with steps dictated by Apple, 
can be a long one – while the leash is 
seen as relatively short. 

“I would say it’s crazy to do Apple 
business, because their rules and regu-
lations are so tight,” said one reseller 
when asked the hardest part about get-
ting authorised. 

Meanwhile, U Maxim Thaw Tint 
said TAC has been working toward 
opening a new store in Hledan Centre 
since 2013. Apple has had to give the 
thumbs up at many stages of develop-
ment, but took issue with the spot in the 
mall TAC hoped to move into – across 

the way from Samsung.
Instead of an IT brand, the corpora-

tion identifies as a lifestyle brand like 
Adidas and Nike, according to U Maxim 
Thaw Tint. That meant moving house 
to a different space at double the cost.

Resellers represent the brand as be-
ing particular when it comes to design 
as well. “All my tables were made and 
assembled in Singapore and Malaysia 
and brought here with the materials 
and the colours, everything approved 
by Apple,” Daw Khine Thit Lwin said.

“Apple does not negotiate with the 
resellers,” U Maxim Thaw Tint said. 
“There’s only one way, which we have 
to follow.” 

Selling through official channels 
lend resellers legitimacy but also open 
them up to the risk of red tape and 
competition from the “grey market”, an 
amalgam of market challengers span-
ning legal and illegal importers as well 
as counterfeiters.

Goods make their way over from 
countries like Thailand and Singapore. 
Some are fake – U Maxim Thaw Tint 
mentions “iPhones” that are Android 
devices in disguise – while Mr Leong 
said others could be refurbished, or 
used, sets. 

“We have a big problem with the 
grey market,” mDrive owner U Myat 
Htoo said. He added that grey market 
players generally do not pay taxes while 
official resellers do. 

U Maxim Thaw Tint also said pro-
cesses around getting to market might 
bump prices up over grey market ones.

At Wai Yan Electronics, iPhone 6 and 
iPhone 6 Plus costs run from K790,000 
to K1.125 million depending on model 
and memory. Meanwhile, unauthorised 
reseller Aikon said prices ranged from 
US$700 to US$1100. 

Pranam Dhoj Joshi, general manag-
er of Apple distributor Lotus Technolo-
gy – also behind authorised service pro-
vider iPro – called market competition 
cutthroat.  “People here in Myanmar are 
very cost-driven,” he said. “Whenever 
they go to any authorised reseller ... they 
tend to see that prices in authorised re-
seller shops are a bit [more] expensive 
than what they can find outside.” 

Resellers say they differentiate from 
the grey market on service.

“For us, I’m not concerned at all 
because there’s a clear differentiation 
between what we’re offering to the 
customers and what the grey is offer-
ing,” Daw Khine Thit Lwin said. “But 
I have to say until now most Myanmar 
customers can’t differentiate the value 
of what we’re offering as an authorised 
reseller yet.”

Retailers talked about earlier expe-
riences operating in the grey market, 
with one saying his organisation had 
previously brought “about 30 iPhones 
over in [a] pocket”. Meanwhile, U Thaw 
Tint had been a parallel importer whose 
original product sales had been above 
board in the legal sense but ran against 
Apple policy. “If you pay custom duty, if 
you pay import tax, according to Myan-
mar open-market economy law you can 
legally import anything as long as you 
pay for it and you are not advertising 
something [to be] what it’s not,” he said.

Apple’s policies mean parallel 
importers might have an edge on 

Local iPhone 
sales given okay 
from Apple 

CATherine 
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THE Myanmar Rice Federation’s sec-
ond deadline of February 27 has passed 
for companies aiming for permission to 
export rice to China – but unlike in the 
first round, no bids were submitted, ac-
cording to federation joint secretary U 
Soe Tun.

The second round was launched af-
ter the federation’s previous list of nine 
chosen companies were criticised as 
inexperienced, with China asking for 
more choices.

China has quickly grown from being 
a marginal market for rice exports half 
a decade ago to today being Myanmar’s 
most important rice buyer. However, 
the trade has been illegal from Beijing’s 
point of view, and negotiations are on-
going to legalise it.

The decision to pre-select a hand-
ful of Myanmar rice traders will allow 
Chinese authorities to more easily make 
sure the export rice meets their health 
standards. After legalising the trade, 
rice will be exported by the selected 

firms using ships to China’s eastern sea-
board along with the current method 
of shipping overland through Muse in 
northern Shan State.

The Myanmar Rice Federation has 
come under criticism for the nine firms 
it had selected to take part in the trade, 
drawing complaints in social media 
and from rival traders that several of 
the companies were unknowns with 
little track record in the industry, while 
a number of capable firms had been 
skipped. One leading rice trader told 
The Myanmar Times on condition of 
anonymity that after seeing the initial 
list, the Chinese side demanded inclu-
sion from more companies with the ca-
pability to export large volumes of high-
quality rice from Myanmar.

“Some of the chosen companies 
have not even received business regis-
trations,” he said.

Over 100 local companies applied 
for the first round of rice export licenc-
es in January, but China had initially 
requested less than 10 firms receive 
licences. 

U Soe Tun did not offer an explana-
tion as to why the second round of ap-
plications did not receive the amount of 
interest as the first, though has said that 
selection critera was the same.

The first nine companies selected 

were MAPCO, Myanmar Rice Mill, FPR 
from the Myanmar Rice Traders Asso-
ciation, Golden Land East Asia, MRDC 
from Mandalay, a company from Yan-
gon’s Bayintnaung commodities market 
still to be formed, Ayer-Pathein com-
pany from Ayeyarwady Region, SPRDC 
formed by Muse traders and Rakhine 
Ethnic Rice Company.

Myanmar Rice Federation officials 
previously said they hope the official 
trade to China to start at the end of 
April or early May. The chosen compa-
nies must register, while having their 
rice tested and performance measured 
before the trade can officially begin.

In 2013, Myanmar exported about 
1.27 million tonnes of rice, of which 
about 747,000 tonnes went to China. 
In 2010 the country exported about 
489,000 tonnes, of which 4000 tonnes 
went to China.

State media reported that China’s 
largest state-run grain-trading company 
COFCO signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding in February on purchasing 
Myanmar’s rice exports, depending on 
approval from China’s general admin-
istration of quality supervision, inspec-
tion and quarantine. There will also be 
a business matching event in March for 
Chinese and Myanmar firms, the Global 
New Light of Myanmar report added.

No rice firms join latest 
race for China exports

ZAw hTiKe

zawhtikemjn1981@gmail.com

THE national energy policy needs to 
be more transparent to provide more 
information and better focused on 
the populations’ needs, according to 
experts.

Only 50 percent of the government’s 
energy plans is publically available, said 
David Allan, an adviser to non-profit 
group Spectrum. 

“We do not get any other informa-
tion about the government’s policies or 
planning,” he said an energy conference 
partly organised by Spectrum on Febru-
ary 27.

There are a number of key docu-
ments which do not enter the public 
domain, said Mr Allan. He added that 
for instance the Ministry of Finance 
or the President’s Office could publish 
a pre-budget statement as a publically 
available document in an effort to help 
spread information.

“The government said [there will be] 
100 percent electrification by 2030, but 

there is no information about funding,” 
he said. “The World Bank’s fund is only 
5pc of the total, leaving open the ques-
tion of where the rest of the money will 
come from.

Previous energy projects have also 
been mired by concerns of a lack of 
transparency, human rights abuse, 
land loss, inadequate compensation, 
no perceived benefit for local people 
and increased militarisation in pro-
ject areas, according to speakers at the 

two-day conference.
Government officials said there have 

been changes to how authorities are 
creating energy policy.

“We know energy policies made now 
will define Myanmar’s next few dec-
ades. We must design policy with the 
actual needs of our citizens and future 
generations in mind,” said Minister for 
the President’s Office U Soe Thein.

Only one-quarter of citizens have 
access to electricity, one of the lowest 
rates in Asia, even though there is an 
abundance of natural resources includ-
ing energy.

The government’s current approach 
is centralised planning, large-scale 
planning and an emphasis on exports, 
which experts say may not be in the in-
terests of long-term development.

“People-centric energy policy focuses 
on different approaches,” said Mr Allan. 

Renewable energy projects are par-
ticularly important in rural areas, as 
they do not see benefit from large and 
expensive national grid and hydro-
power projects.

Shifting focus for energy policy
Aung shin
koshumgtha@gmail.com

‘We know energy 
policies made 
now will define 
Myanmar’s next few 
decades.’

u soe thein 
Minister for the President’s office

Rice bags are loaded onto a truck at a Yangon jetty. Photo: Kaung Htet

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Henkel AG & Co. KGaA, a Company  incorporated in Germany, 
of Henkelstrasse 67, 40589 Düsseldorf, Germany, is the Owner 
of the following Trade Mark:-

BREF
Reg. No. 4171/2012

in respect of “Class 3: Bleaching preparations and other substances 
for laundry use, rinsing agents for laundry and tableware, stain 
removing preparations; cleaning, polishing, scouring and abrasive 
preparations, chemical agents for cleaning metal, enameled sheet 
metal, wood, cork, porcelain, ceramic, glass, plastic, leather and 
textiles; spot remover; soaps not for personal use, perfumery, 
essential oils. Class 5: Disinfectants and deodorising agents, not 
for personal use, air refreshing and air deodorising agents”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Henkel AG & Co. KGaA
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm 
Dated:  2 March 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that The Research Foundation 
for Microbial Diseases of Osaka University a foundation 
incorporated in Japan and having its principal office at c/o Osaka 
University 3-1 Yamadaoka, Suita-shi, Osaka-fu, Japan is the owner 
and sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

(Reg: No. IV/15459/2014)
in respect of :- “Pharmaceutical preparation” – Class: 5

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for The Research Foundation for Microbial 
Diseases of Osaka University 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 2nd March, 2015

TRADEMARK CAUTION
KPM Textile Company Limited, a Company incorporated and 
existing under the laws of Thailand, and having its registered office 
at 88 Ratchaphruek Road, Talingchan, Bangkok 10170 Thailand, 
hereby declares that the Company is the Owner and Sole Proprietor 
of the following Trademark:

Reg. Nos. IV/10115/2014 (29 July 2014)
The above trademark is used in respect of “Cotton fabrics, Cotton 
blended fabrics, Polyester fabrics, Polyester blended fabrics (T/C, 
CVC,T/R), Nylon fabrics” in Class 24: 

      Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Daw Thit Thit Kyaw, LL.B, M.A( Business Law), (H.G.P.)
For KPM Textile Company Limited,
c/o BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
# 1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Dated: 2 March 2015
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A PUBLICITY campaign by the Yan-
gon Supervisory Committee for Mo-
tor Vehicles to register taxis has had 
some effect, though there is a long 
way to go until the city’s 55,131 taxis 
are registered, said committee chair 
U Hla Aung.

In the month of January about 
290 taxis registered, leading the com-
mittee – which is commonly known 
by its Myanmar acronym Ma Hta Tha 
– to begin speaking out about the 
need to register.

The first half of February saw 
nearly 500 taxis register – an im-
provement, but still only about 1 per-
cent of the number of cabs thought to 
ply their trade in Yangon. There are 
currently about 2000 taxis registered 
with Ma Hta Tha since it took over 
the responsibility.

“We can say the number jumped 
because of the media,” said U Hla 
Aung.

On a per day basis, in January 
about 40 taxis were registering, 
though at present the figure is closer 
to 70.

Taxi drivers have complained they 

are forced to register their cabs with 
three different government authori-
ties, and many have steered clear of 
Ma Hta Tha.

The organisation took over its 
taxi-registering duties from YCDC on 
October, but U Hla Aung said many 
taxi owners and drivers thought they 
could get away without registering.

“As soon as the responsibility was 
transferred from YCDC to us, the 

rumour started spreading that taxis 
didn’t need to be registered on a city 
level,” he said. “I think the move made 
taxi drivers confused and they didn’t 
want to do it. They thought they had 
already registered at the Road Trans-
port Administration Department and 
didn’t see any benefit from city taxi 
registration.

“Although the number is grow-
ing, there are still a lot of taxis left to 

register,” he said.
Not all the paper trail is in or-

der, with many registered taxis not 
re-registering when ownership is 
transferred. Ma Hta Tha officials are 
currently checking its documents to 
figure out exactly which firms are 
registered.

U Hla Aung said passengers and 
the public will be able to benefit from 
more orderly control of taxis.

Small spike in taxi registrations
Aye

nyein
win

ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com

A taxi driver ponders. 
Some drivers have 
complained of red 
tape with registrations. 
Photo: Staff

STRONG corporate governance is es-
sential for companies to succeed on 
the Yangon Stock Exchange when it 
launches – and local companies have a 
lot to do to be up for the challenge.

The market is slated to launch in 
the third quarter 2015, and whether it 
survives depends on corporate govern-
ance, or the processes businesses use to 
direct activity, according to speakers at 
the Corporate Governance Forum My-
anmar on February 17.

Speakers at the forum – which was 
put on by the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants; audit, tax and 
advisory firm KMPG; the Myanmar 
Institute of Certified Public Account-
ants and the UK-Myanmar Financial 
Services Taskforce – stressed the need 
for strong mechanisms and procedures 
to run companies.

 “Good corporate governance … 
can lock in growth, make it stronger 
and more sustainable, and it’s one of 
the most important factors behind the 
development of a healthy economy,” 
said Alan Yarrow, alderman and Lord 
Mayor of London. 

“Stock exchanges, for example, live 
and die on the strength of corporate 
governance.” 

Malaysia member of parliament Da-
tuk Nur Jazlan Mohamed said that well-
implemented corporate governance 
builds trust in capital markets, confi-
dence which will aid these markets to 
grow even more. Whether the Yangon 
Stock Exchange sinks or swims comes 
down to how companies run, he added.

“The development of a market 
economy in Myanmar depends on the 
development of the Yangon Stock Ex-
change,” he said. “The development of 
the Yangon Stock Exchange depends on 
the accountability of its companies.” 

Nur Jazlan Mohamed also quoted 
the president’s economic adviser U 
Aung Tun Thet in saying that only 
about five of 200 domestic public com-
panies currently meet required listing 
standards set by ASEAN and the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) – making 
only 2.5 percent of the country’s public 
companies currently eligible to list on 
its exchange.

Investment and investor confidence 
is also tied to corporate governance. 

Good corporate governance hinges 
on principles like accountability, trans-
parency and predictability. It can also 
mean doing business in accordance 
with ethics rather than technicalities – 
or loopholes – of the law. 

Myanmar Centre for Responsible 
Business director Vicky Bowman said 
good corporate governance is related 
to behaviours that define two things: 
whether you’re going to get your social 
licence to operate – or society’s approv-
al for your operations – and whether 
you’re going to attract local business 
partners. 

“Both of those are fundamental to 
your bottom line,” she added, point-
ing to the Letpadaung copper as an 
example of corporate governance gone 
wrong. Ms Bowman said the firm 
should have done more to engage with 
stakeholders, disclose information and 
establish risk management structures.

Some officials from leading local 
companies say they are aware of the 
changing business landscape.

“Corporate governance for our 
bank is not something that is nice to 
have anymore,” said Kanbawza Bank 
managing director Daw Kim Chawsu 
on a panel at the event. “It’s a must 
have.”  The bank educates its employ-
ees on topics such as conflicts of inter-
est and anti-corruption.

“I don’t think corporate governance 
is a to-do list,” she said. “I think it’s a 
journey that everybody needs to go on.” 

Corporate  
rules need 
improving
CAtherine trAutwien
newsroom@mmtimes.com
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THE Telenor team that arrived in Hpa-an 
on February 17 made use of the full list of 
wheeled transportation that regularly travel 
local roads.

A coach bus carried a full crew of employ-
ees clad in Telenor blue from Yangon head 
office to Hpa-an in Kayin State. The next 
day, a total of 10 tuk-tuks carted the team 
into town for the day’s activities. The tuk-
tuk convoy was led by four branded motor-
bike outriders quite literally waving the flag. 

But perhaps most impressive was a 
large truck, full to overflowing with Tel-
enor balloons.

While the firm had actually switched on 
its network in the city a few weeks prior, 
the trip was an attempt to let the people 
of Hpa-an know Telenor had arrived. The 
efforts – and particularly the balloons – 

seemed to be appreciated.
Telenor has made a point of targeting the 

mass market, and CEO Petter Furberg said the 
firm must show it pays attention to local areas. 

“We don’t only care only about Mandalay 
or Yangon or these big cities. We actually care 
about the [mass] market,” he said. “This is 
where we’re going to grow, and this is the mar-
ket we’re going to serve. And we meet custom-
ers, we talk to them and give some informa-
tion, and provide some entertainment as well.”

Its “Blue Wave” event brought the compa-
ny’s employees – who seemed to come from 
departments across the board, including vi-
brant marketing staff and more reticent IT 
workers – out to a foot tour of the city’s main 
market, the opening of a Telenor Light House 
shop used for IT outreach to the community 
and to a branded concert held outside the lo-
cal university. Each stop on the tour included 
lots of balloons. Handfulls. A truck-full, in fact.

Mr Furberg said one of the goals is also to 

bring Telenor staff out of its headquarters to 
understand the people they are serving, how 
they are being served and whether the net-
work is good enough.

The “Blue Wave” also aims to support its 
local distributor, providing some buzz that the 
blue-branded telco has arrived in town and 
begun coverage.

The firm has pursued a somewhat dif-
ferent approach to distribution than other 
telcos. Instead of only a handful of distribu-
tors – a model followed by most international 
telecoms firms – it currently has about 60, a 
number that will grow as coverage expands.

“The distributor is our local man. He is the 
one who is going to help us drive the sales and 
the distribution in Hpa-an,” said Mr Furberg. 

“His job is to visit [local shops] regularly, 
stock up, give them information, and of course 
he is also very happy that we have come here 
and create more awareness around the fact 
that we have launched.”

KAyin stAte Plugging in and switching on Hpa-an
jeremy mullins
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

IT is easy to forget the excitement 
in Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi 
Taw when Ooredoo and then Telenor 
launched their services, promising a 
new era in telecommunications. Al-
ready those launches have started to 
fade from memory.

K1500 SIM cards, quality phone 
connections and zippy internet are 
now close to the norm for urban dwell-
ers. But while Yangonites, Mandalar-
ians and residents of Nay Pyi Taw have 
had the choice of Telenor, Ooredoo and 
MPT for six months, that is far from the 
case elsewhere in the country. 

Myanmar’s telecoms race is in full 
swing. Tower companies are rapidly 
putting steel in the ground further and 
further from the largest cities, while fi-
bre and microwave links are connected, 
generators fired up and equipment 
switched on.

In these regional cities and smaller 
towns, it is like August or September 
2014 all over again. While MPT is al-
ready established in most of these plac-
es, their foreign competitors are only 
now reaching  areas like Mawlamyine 
in Mon State, Bago in Bago Region or 
Hpa-an in Kayin State (see related ar-
ticle below).

This rapid expansion is bringing 
mobile services to people at an incred-
ible rate. Deputy telecoms minister U 
Thaung Tin told parliament last month 
that about 3 percent of the population 
was connected in 2011, rising to about 
30pc at the end of 2014.

Frost and Sullivan telecoms industry 
analyst and consultant Naveen Mishra 
said penetration rates are set to keep 
rising, pointing to regional markets like 

Indonesia where they are above 100pc.
Industry insiders say there are no 

signs yet that the pace of the rollout is 
slowing.

“2014-15 will be the fastest build 
years,” said Ooredoo Myanmar CEO 
Ross Cormack. “We’ll double popula-
tion coverage by the end of the year, 
which will mean a quadrupling of the 
number of sites across the country. It’s a 
huge build this year.”

Both foreign operators previously 
pointed to challenges in a number of 
areas, including delays in approvals to  
put up towers. Mr Cormack said Oore-
doo’s rollout is now running much more 
smoothly. “Everybody’s used to us, we’ve 
[become] used to dealing with all the 
requests you get from local communi-
ties – and we’re very sensitive to where 
we build.”

Now that the telcos are switching 
on towers across the country, they are 
matching it with localised marketing 
campaigns to let local customers know 
they have arrived in town.

“As we go out to new geographies, 
we bring our messages,” said Mr Cor-
mack in a January interview. “We were 
in Mawlamyine the other day. We said 
we are here, we would love you to try 
out our services, these are the types of 
services you can expect.”

Mr Cormack said there is something 
of a “crescendo” of messaging as each 
new area is switched on.

The firm uses a balance of advertis-
ing, which changes depending on the 
location – mixing in “above the line” ad-
vertising, such as advertisements on the 
streets and in mass media, and “below 
the line” advertising, such as Facebook, 
leaflets, electronic media and word of 
mouth.

Also important is the firm’s PR ef-
forts. It is not shy about highlighting 
the work it is doing in areas like edu-
cation, health, entrepreneurial develop-
ment and women in the communities.

The messaging has also evolved. “In 

the very early days we were trying broad 
brush to get branding, to get your mes-
sages that you’re here, that we’re about 
telecommunications,” said Mr Cormack. 

While Ooredoo still conducts sig-
nificant advertising much of its meth-
ods have become more focused. For 
instance, its Mawlamyine launch was 

accompanied by a large degree of lo-
cal advertising, such as fliers, T-shirts 
and giveaways, along with traditional 
“above-the-line” marketing.

A lot is riding on these rollouts. 
With Telenor, MPT and Ooredoo, it is a 
competitive three-horse race – slated to 
grow if another operator, such as YTP 
and Vietnam’s Viettel, is able to enter. 

The three existing telcos – four if 
MECTel, a partially army-owned opera-
tor, is also counted – all have different 
strategies.

 Analyst Mr Mishra said Ooredoo 
for instance is using 100pc next-gener-
ation equipment, while Telenor is de-
signing its service to follow the gradual 
evolution of telecoms users from voice 
to internet.

While there is a lot of pressure to 

spread service quickly and snap up new 
subscribers, turning on a network too 
early – which ultimately disappoints us-
ers – is also to be avoided.

Telenor CEO Petter Furberg said he 
personally tested the network in Hpa-
an, the capital of Kayin State, before the 
firm’s launch in the area. He walked the 
city, testing the signal in places where 
there is likely to be high traffic, such 
as inside the market, to decide if it was 
ready. Later the same day he visited 
Mawlamyine and felt more build was 
required before turning the network on.

Ultimately, Telenor’s launch in 
Mawlamyine was pushed back by a 
couple of weeks. It is an approach the 
firm has used before: Its first launch in 

Telcos extend services beyond cities
Two latest entrants balance marketing and coverage as 
they branch outside Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw

more on business 31

‘Basic connectivity 
is not there yet, but 
it is improving.’

naveen mishra 
telecoms analyst and consultant
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A monk checks out an 
Ooredoo SIM card. 
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

Scenes from 
Telenor’s Hpa-an 
“Blue Wave” event. 
Photos: Aung Htay 
Hlaing
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September was confined to Mandalay, 
delaying its Nay Pyi Taw and Yangon 
launches until October to ensure qual-
ity coverage.

Mr Furberg said that early on, peo-
ple were asking why the firm was so 
quiet in terms of marketing. “We have 
been very deliberate in not building 
up expectations because they were 
very high [before launching],” he said.

Telenor has targeted the mass mar-
ket. Mr Furberg said it focuses on cus-
tomers who previously could not af-
ford to be connected, but now can be 
because of its lower prices.

“In the beginning it’s all about 
messaging that we are turning on the 
network and we are coming with af-
fordable SIM cards and affordable 
services, internet and voice, and noth-
ing more really,” he said. “That’s pretty 
much what we can promise today and 
to start talking about other more so-
phisticated services, I think we will do 
as we see the markets have matured.”

In three months to the end of 2014, 
Telenor signed up 3.4 million sub-
scribers, of which 40pc are daily active 
data users. MPT’s Takashi Nagashima 
claimed 11 million active subscrib-
ers in a January interview. Ooredoo 
Group has not yet released figures for 
the fourth quarter of 2014, though the 
figure is likely to be in the millions.

Analyst Mr Mishra said within a 
very short period of time, data use will 
rapidly increase, driven by customer 
demand for applications like Facebook 
and WhatsApp, as well as services 
for a particular market segment. He 
pointed to figures from Telenor show-
ing 40pc of its users use data daily as 
a sign that people are looking to get 
online.

“If price points are good, we will 
see a spike in the use of internet,” he 
said. “Basic connectivity is not there 
yet, but it is improving.”

While Yangonites and Mandalar-
ians may now be used to the idea of 
competition in the mobile services 
marketplace, the majority of Myan-
mar’s population is still waiting for ei-
ther a challenger to MPT or their first 
telco to roll into town.

Which of the three – or four – 
operators ultimately pulls ahead 
may depend on any number of fac-
tors, but marketing is important to 
let future customers know that ser-
vices have arrived. 

Continued from business 30

GMAIL users now have the option 
to run it in Myanmar language, 
Google announced last week.

The move to extend Myanmar 
language support to Gmail, Goog-
le’s email service, brings the firm 
closer to its goal of making lan-
guage a non-issue on the internet, 
and is one of a number of company 
initiatives aimed at encouraging 
the exchange of information into 
and out of Myanmar. 

The American search titan will 
also put on a local translation 
marathon February 28 under a new 
project surrounding Google Trans-
late: “Love your Language”.

Google operates under the mis-
sion of bringing all the world’s in-
formation to everyone on earth, 
said Google product manager Div-
on Lan at a recent press conference 
in Yangon.  

Of all the people online, almost 
half log on from Asia – yet more 
than a third of the internet’s in-
formation is still in one language: 
English, he said.

“For the internet to be useful 

to this guy selling something on 
the streets, and let’s say he doesn’t 
speak any English ... it has to be 
Myanmar language,” Mr Lan said. 
“There’s no other option.”

More local language resources 
are an important ingredient in 
making sure Myanmar users get 
more from the internet. Google 
has also been working with its 
translation tools with the aim of 
making the internet language-
agnostic.

“What we are trying to do at 
Google ... is make languages not 
matter in the sense that it doesn’t 
matter what language you speak, 
you should be able to [access] all 
the information in the world,” Mr 
Lan said. “Google Translate is in 
the centre of that ideal.”

The seeds for modern machine 
translation started with computer 
scientists that examined languages’ 
grammatical structures for switch-
ing between tongues. The system 
resulted in weak translations be-
cause “an academic description of 
the language is only an approxima-
tion of the real language”, or how 
people speak and write it, Mr Lan 
said.

Instead of turning to high 
school-style language rules, Google 
searches out and finds “parallel 
texts” – written words in two lan-
guages that should have equivalent 

meanings. Scoping out patterns 
using these texts turns out better 
translations than previously, ac-
cording to Mr Lan.

However, Myanmar lacks an 
abundance of these texts, which 
Google requires to run these trans-
lations. It’s still early days for the 
service.

The corporation rolled out 
Google Translate support for Myan-
mar language in December. Mr Lan 
said earlier the project – a start-
and-stop, global, distributed effort 
– started years ago. Translate de-
buts when it arrives at the “alpha” 
stage, or when translations give 
readers the general idea of what 

foreign text says; though today they 
aren’t word-perfect, due to a dearth 
in Myanmar language text online.

This is where community mem-
bers can help. Mr Lan said users’ 
corrections improve translation 
quality.

The company hopes to rope na-
tive Myanmar speakers into the 
translation effort through a mara-
thon, run in two three-hour blocks 
at 10am and 1pm on February 28 at 
Phandeeyar, a downtown innova-
tion lab.

“This is actually the first time 
we’re having a big Google-led event 
and we hope to get a much higher 
volume of contributions,” Mr Lan 
said.

During the era of American 
sanctions on Myanmar, Google 
could not fully engage with the 
country due to legal restrictions. 
The country’s web users will have 
a much wider reach as it becomes 
increasingly connected.

“This is about bringing all the 
world’s information to Myanmar, 
but it’s also about bringing Myan-
mar information to the world,” Mr 
Lan said. “Myanmar is a country 
with a very long, rich history, a 
very, very unique culture ... All of 
that information now is locked in 
the borders of Myanmar.”

Not for long, if Google has its 
say.

Gmail arrives in local language
CATherine 
TrAuTwein

newrooms@mmtimes.com.mm

‘Myanmar is a 
country with a 
very long, rich 
history ... All of that 
information is now 
locked in the borders 
of Myanmar.’

divon lan 
Google products manager

Apple allows 
iPhone sales

authorised resellers. “If there is al-
ready a local service provider who 
can take care of the warranty, actu-
ally it makes more business sense [to 
be a parallel importer]. I don’t have 
to follow any of Apple’s guidelines ... 
yet I get authentic products at a very 
good price with very good service.” 

Through legitimate routes or not, 
Apple iPhones have found their way 
into the Myanmar market. 

“It’s very hard to stop market forces 
and trends, no matter how big you are. 
There is a demand for iPhone in this 
market. And whether we supply or not, 
people will figure out a way to get it – 
and they are getting it,” U Maxim Thaw 
Tint said. “It’s just a matter of whether 
Apple wants to officialise its process, 
how quickly and in which manner.”

Apple has decided, and iPhones have 
officially arrived in Myanmar – along 
with recognition that the country now 
offers a more mature mobile market. 

Daw Khine Thit Lwin told The My-
anmar Times after the iPhone launch 
that Wai Yan Electronics’ four stores 
would have to re-up their stock the fol-
lowing day. 

“This is [Apple’s] hero product,” 
she said. “For them to be in Myanmar 
and recognise it as one of the markets 
that is worth their hero product en-
tering, I think that’s something to be 
proud about.” 

Continued from business 27



A YEAR after Thomas Piketty’s investi-
gation into global inequality captured 
the attention of the world’s economic 
thinkers, policy makers in political-mo-
nopoly states are taking his lessons to 
heart in their annual budgets.

Governments in South Africa, Hong 
Kong and Singapore adopted a decid-
edly populist bent last week, expanding 
help for lower-income households and, 
in some cases, boosting levies on the 
wealthier members of society. China, 
which has taken steps to strengthen 
its health-care and social security pro-
grams in recent years, releases its budg-
et next month.

The moves reflect in part social 
tensions that have risen as inequality 
climbed. Singapore, dominated by one 
party for 50 years, faces a potential elec-
tion this year. Hong Kong, whose lead-
ers are overseen by Communist China, 
saw a surge in protests last year, while 
South Africa saw economic growth hurt 
by labor strikes.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if we see 
more of this,” said Shang Jin Wei, chief 
economist at the Asian Development 
Bank in Manila. “Thomas Piketty’s book 
inspired interest into looking into this 
issue and therefore increasing taxes is 
partly a response to that.”

In Singapore, Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong’s government on February 
23 announced its first increase in dec-
ades to the top income-tax rate, to help 
pay for a new benefit for low-income 
elderly. Rival finance hub Hong Kong 

said on February 25 it will provide extra 
allowances for the poor and elderly.

South Africa is raising income taxes 
for the first time in two decades, mainly 
targeting wealthy earners. The tax rate 
will increase by 1 percentage point for 
all taxpayers except the lowest earners. 

China’s leaders may join such ini-
tiatives, according to Mr Wei – he high-
lights that the tax system in the nation 
ruled by the Communist Party since 
1949 favours the wealthy by not taxing 
capital gains or inheritance.

“China’s tax system is more favour-
able to the rich than America’s tax sys-
tem,” he said. “Over time I expect China 
to adjust its tax system towards a global 
norm.”

According to the ADB, while Asia has 
enjoyed two decades of rapid economic 
growth and halved the number of peo-
ple living in extreme poverty, income 
inequality rose by 20pc. China’s gross 
domestic product grew by an average of 
around 10pc a year between 1990 and 

2012. The country’s Gini coefficient, a 
gauge of inequality, increased to above 
0.47 in recent years, from below 0.3 in 
the 1970s, according to the ADB.

The global debate on the socio-
economic disparities may be gaining 
steam. This month, Group of 20 finance 
chiefs for the first time highlighted in-
come inequality across the world as a 
growing concern.

“In some countries, potential growth 
has declined, demand continues to be 
weak, the outlook for jobs is still bleak 
and income inequality is rising,” the 
G-20 said in a statement after finance 
ministers and central bankers held 
talks in Istanbul.

That move was significant from a 
body that was tasked with coordinat-
ing international economic policy in 
the wake of the 2008 financial crisis. 
It came after the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development 
calculated that the gap between rich 
and poor is at its highest level in more 
than three decades.

Further political pressure may come 
later this year, when the UN General 
Assembly is scheduled to adopt a new 
agenda to succeed the Millennium De-
velopment Goals, which will include 
targets on tackling inequality.

Governments may still fall short of 
what Mr Piketty advocates. In a recent 
blog post, he reiterated that a world-
wide levy on individual net worth 
would offer the best solution to rising 
inequality. – Bloomberg

Populism forces action 
on world inequality
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BRITAIN’S troubled Standard Char-
tered announced on February 26 the 
exit of its top two bosses in a radical 
management reshuffle, as the Asia-
focused bank battles to transform its 
fortunes.

The lender, facing sliding profits, 
slowing growth in emerging mar-
kets, and scandals including the al-
leged violation of US sanctions on 
Iran, said in a statement that chief 
executive Peter Sands will step down 
in June followed by chair John Peace 
next year.

Former JPMorgan investment 
bank head Bill Winters will replace 
Mr Sands at the group, which issued 
three profit warnings over the last 12 
months that had sparked sharehold-
er calls for a boardroom cull.

Jaspal Bindra, head of Asia, will 
also step down from the board in 
April and leave shortly afterwards.

Standard Chartered shares 
jumped more than 5.0 percent as in-
vestors welcomed the management 
shake-up at the group, which was 
fined last year for failing to detect 
possible money-laundering.

“After more than eight years as 
group chief executive, now is the 
right moment to hand over to new 
leadership,” Mr Sands said in the 
shock statement.

“Bill and the team will inherit 
a more focused and efficient bank 

with a superb client franchise and a 
unique network across some of the 
most dynamic markets in the world.”

The outgoing chairm praised 
Sands, who has been chief executive 
since 2006, saying he had presided 
“over a period of huge change and 
challenge for the entire industry”.

“Bill is a globally respected bank-
er and has the right experience and 
skills to drive the group’s new phase 
of growth,” Mr Peace added.

Standard Chartered, shirt spon-
sor of English Premier League foot-
ball team Liverpool, managed to 
survive the 2008 global financial cri-
sis without state assistance, unlike 
many of its peers.

However, the bank has suffered 
in recent times from a growth slow-
down in emerging market econo-
mies in Asia, Africa and the Mid-
dle East, the regions from which it 
makes about 90 percent of its prof-
its.

“Bill Winters is an inspired 
choice and his experience with JP-
Morgan will be invaluable in build-
ing on Standard Chartered’s strong 
foundations,” said Martin Gilbert, 
chief executive at key shareholder 
Aberdeen Asset Management.

“At its core it is a very good bank 
with a presence in some of the fast-
est growing parts of the world,” he 
added. – AFP

Standard Chartered 
bosses leave after 
growth slowdown 

london

‘Thomas Piketty’s 
book inspired 
interest into looking 
into this issue.’

shang jin wei 
adB economist



INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
INTERPRETER/TRANSLATOR

MYANMAR - ENGLISH
ASSIGNMENTS IN MYANMAR

  The International Monetary Fund is seeking Myanmar-based interpreter/
translators to work under short-term contracts for its missions to Yangon and/
or Naypyitaw as well as under long-term contracts for its technical assistance 
(TA) experts in Naypyitaw. Candidates must be professional interpreters with 
knowledge of economic terminology, capable of interpreting into Myanmar 
and English and producing final written translations into both languages in 
electronic format. Assignments with TA experts may also involve office support 
and administrative duties.
  Short-listed candidates will be interviewed and asked to take interpretation 
and translation tests in Yangon.
  Please send your CV listing your qualifications, interpretation and translation
experience, and your complete contact information by March 20, 2015 to
languagecandidates@imf.org.

Attn: Mrs. Susana Eri, Chief Interpreter
(Subject line should contain “MMR-missions”, “MMR-long-term projects”, 
or both)

Embassy of the STATE OF QATAR YANGON
Vacant Positions
No. Positions General Skill
1 Secretary to the Qatar Ambassador Fluent in English (4skills)

2 Public Relation Officer Fluent in English (4skills)

3 Assistant Public Relation Officer Fluent in English (4skills)

4 Translator Fluent in English, Myanmar & Arabic (4skills)

5 Driver Basic English

6 Reporter Fluent in English (4skills)

7 Hospitality Staff Fluent in English (4skills)

8 Political Expert Fluent in English & Arabic (4skills)

9 Media Expert Fluent in English & Arabic (4skills)

10 Economist Fluent in English & Arabic (4skills)

Interested candidates should send the detailed resume with salary expectation, recent passport-sized  photo and Notice 
Period to Embassy of the State of Qatar, Yangon as below:
No.1, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road, Yankin Township, Yangon.
Otherwise, please pass your detailed resume at Sedona Hotel's Front Desk.
We regret that  only shortlisted candidates will be notified.

Business Development Manager
Responsibilities
• To conduct market research on following areas:

- Building materials, such as cement, steel bars, etc.
- Spiral welded steel pipes for structural, marine piling and 

water conveyance application.
- Polyethylene (PE) and High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) 

pipes for water conveyance application.
(Market research scope and methodology will be disclosed 

only to the successful candidate)
• To promote company products and services.
• Research and identify potential customers for products or 

services.
• Develop sales plans to introduce products in new markets.
• Keep tab on industry news and trends, products, services, 

competitors, relevant information about legacy, existing, and 
emerging technologies, and the latest product-line developments.

• Visit prospective buyers at commercial, industrial, or other 
establishments to show samples or catalogues, and to inform 
them about product pricing, availability, and advantages.

• Attend trade shows and seminars to promote products or to learn 
about industry developments.

Requirements
1. A degree preferably in Civil / Structural / Mechanical 

Engineering, Physics, Mathematics, or Applied Sciences.
2. Must have minimum 5 years of working experience, preferably 

in the construction / metal works / manufacturing industry.
3. Knowledge in building materials, working experience in Sales / 

Marketing / Business Development will be an added advantage.
4. Members of Myanmar Engineering Society are encouraged to 

apply.
5. Must be able to work independently with minimal supervision 

and must be willing to travel.
6. Candidate must be fluent in English and must possess good 

business sense, organisation skills, and problem- solving skills.
7. Candidate must possess the ability to build relationships 

with local authorities and customers (both local and abroad) 
effectively.

Accountant 
Responsibility 
• Manage the day-to-day accounting & finance operation.
• Manage the financial and management accounting functions 

including control over and maintenance of all ledgers.
• Preparation of management reports, financial reports and financial 

analysis including analytical review to identify possibilities to 
close gaps.

• Preparation of projection, budget & forecast.
• Work closely with auditors to ensure timely completion of statutory 

audit & signing-off of clean audit report. 
• Manage daily banking and treasury functions 
• Manage various taxation & custom issues.

• Costing & cost management.
• Work closely with personnel within the organisation & liaison 

with various authorities (both domestic & central government) 
to ensure compliance in various aspects of the operation of the 
business. 

• Risk management within the organisation, including but not 
limited to identification & minimisation of operational & financial 
risks.

• Assist in inventory management and physical stock count.
Requirements 
1. Minimum Diploma or Bachelor Degree in Accounting. Those 

having completed or currently pursuing professional studies 
such as CIMA and ACCA are encouraged to apply.

2. Minimum 3 years of relevant working experience, preferably 
those with prior working experience in manufacturing 
environment

3. Must have sound knowledge of general accounting processes, 
able to handle full set of accounts, management reporting, 
financial reporting and financial analysis.

4. Strong analytical capability and attention to detail
5. Good command of English & Burmese.
6. PC literate with good hands-on skills on Microsoft and ERP 

applications.
7. Good inter-personal skills with ability to work independently 

within a team environment.
8. Able to multi-task, work under pressure and tight deadlines.
9. Experience in various treasury matters, dealing with company 

secretaries, internal & external auditors, tax consultants, 
lawyers, insurance brokers/agents and government authorities 
would be advantageous.

HR & Admin. Executive 
Responsibilities
• To handle for all HR functions including payroll, recruitment, 

claims, compensation and benefits.
• To ensure the compliance with Myanmar Employment Act, 

Myanmar Government Legislation and Act, local authorities rules 
and regulations.

• To handle HR Administration functions including leave matters, 
medical matters, insurance matters, claims, personal file 
management and preparation of HR related letters. 

• To ensure proper documentation, arrangement, correspondences, 
report, filling and records are consistent with office guidelines and 
procedures.

• To be responsible for overall administrative task, including 
general procurement to ensure its expenses is controlled within 
company’s budget. 

• To provide administration support in all administration spectrum 
including factory security and safety, office equipment 
maintenance, utilities, office stationery and others.

• To promote a platform which to facilities all level communication 
channel among or between the staff level and middle management 
as well as management level, with objective of creating a positive 

working environment.
• To undertake ad-hoc assignments or duties assigned by superior/

Management when needed.

Requirements
1. At least a Diploma, Degree or Professional Degree in Business 

Studies /Administration / Human Resource Management or 
equivalent.

2. Must have minimum 5 years of working experience in the 
related field is required for this position.

3. Must be able to multi-task, work independently with minimal 
supervision and must be willing to travel.

4.    Candidate must be fluent in English and must possess good 
communication skills, organisation skills, and problem- solving 
skills

Company Profile
Established in 1981, Spirolite (M) Sdn. Bhd. is the pioneer spiral 
HDPE pipe manufacturer in Malaysia and as of today is one of 
the leading HDPE pipe manufacturers in Malaysia.  The factory 
is located on a 4 acres site in Bangi and has 10 production 
lines.  Spirolite is certified to both Malaysian and International 
standards and supplies its products mainly to water, sewerage, 
gas conveyance as well as drainage and cable ducting projects 
in the region.
Established in 1982, PPI Industries Sdn. Bhd. (PPI) is the leading 
spiral steel pipe manufacturer in Malaysia.  The factory is located 
on a 30 acres site in Penang and has a production capacity of 
80,000 metric tonnes per annum.  PPI supplies its products mainly 
to structural and marine piling projects as well as water conveyance 
projects in the region. 
Established in 1962, Syn Tai Hung Trading Sdn. Bhd. (STHT) 
is one of the largest building materials trading companies in 
Malaysia, with branches nationwide. It trades and distributes a 
wide range of building materials, from bulk items like reinforcement 
bars and cement to architectural products like roof tiles, ceramic 
tiles, sanitary wares and specialised coatings.
Spirolite, PPI and STHT belong to Infrastructure Materials & 
Services Division of Wah Seong Corporation Berhad, which is listed 
on the Kuala Lumpur Stock Exchange.  The 3 companies delivered 
revenue of about MYR 600 million in 2014 which contributes about 
one third of the Group’s earnings.
Interested applications are invited to submit a detailed resume 
including current and expectedsalaries and contact number 
together with a recent passport size photograph (non-returnable) 
to :-
Attn. :Catherine Cheong
Spirolite (M) Sdn Bhd
c/o :Wah Seong Industrial Holdings Sdn Bhd (Myanmar Branch).
21/22 Bahosi Housing,Lanmadaw Township, Yangon.
Or you can email it to: catherine.cheong@spirolite.my
Only shortlisted candidates will be notified for an interview.

JOB VACANCIES

MEKONG BUSINESS INITIATIVE –
ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK

The Mekong Business Initiative (MBI), co-financed by the Government of 
Australia and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), will promote private sector  
development in the Greater Mekong Subregion.  It will provide high quality policy  
advisory support and knowledge services to government and business  
associations on business regulatory reforms, access to financial services, and 
other important private sector development issues.

Myanmar will be a major beneficiary during the initial phase of project during 
2015-2017.The MBI is currently hiring for the following position, to be based 
in Yangon, Myanmar:
MBI MyanmarPrivate Sector Development Coordinator(33 person-months)
Job purpose: 
➢  Support technical experts to develop the MBI work program and conduct 

diagnostic work in areas of business regulatory and access to financial 
services.

➢  To liaise closely with Myanmar stakeholders to promote MBI activities 
to stakeholders, identify reform opportunities, and advocate for policy 
reforms in MBI strategic areas. This will be achieved through extensive 
dialogue with the government;

➢  To support advocacy by closely liaising with the private sector and civil 
society in Myanmar;

➢  To closely coordinate with other development partners with related pro-
grams and activities;

➢  To support the preparation and dissemination of MBI knowledge products;
➢ Manage administrative assistant.

Requirements:
➢  Tertiary degree in economics, business, finance or related subject, with 

at least 8 years of experience in working on policy issues, and 5 years of 
experience working on topics associated with the focus areas of the MBI;

➢  Strong networks acrossthe Myanmar government and private sector;
➢  Capability of strategic thinking and ability to advocate and engage in 

policy discussions with senior representatives of the government and 
private sector.

Applicants should send cover letter and CV to MBIjob@adb.org. Please put 
Myanmar in the subject heading. Deadline for applications: 16 Mar 2015.
The ADB aims to alleviate poverty in Asia and the Pacific by fostering sustained 
and inclusive growth.

Job Watch
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK

With so many of Yangon’s houses be-
ing built from the same mold, it is 
nice to see one with a bit of character.

this week’s home on thazin Phyu 
street in Yankin is large enough for 
an extended family while providing a 
quiet environment. It’s also reason-
ably priced, and memorably deco-
rated inside and out.

there are three master bedrooms 
inside the 5200-square-foot building, 
along with two smaller bedrooms, 
a living room, shrine, dining room, 
kitchen and four bathrooms.

It also includes two large balco-
nies and plenty of windows to capture 
the breeze.

It’s a three-storey structure on a 
2400 square foot compound, which 
has room left over for a small garden 
and a car park.

this house is fully furnished and 
includes the usual amenities like air 
conditioners, power, featuring hot 
and cold water in the kitchen.

You’ll be a little further from 
downtown than some would like, but 
the location may be suitable for oth-
ers with different commuting habits.

the price is directly negotiable 
with the owner. If you are looking for 

a nice house, this is a memorable 
choice to make your own.

– tin Yadanar tun

Location : thazin Phyu Street, 

Yankin township

Price : $3000 per month 

  (negotiable)

Contact : Estate Myanmar 

  Enterprise Ltd.

Phone : 09-43118787

  09-43031699

moving into a memorable home

YANGON’S zoning plan is due for a 
restart after contentious discussions 
meant the process had ground to a 
halt, according to U Toe Aung, urban 
planner with Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee. 

“The zoning plan was recently 
halted as we contended with foreign 
developers who wanted to build high-
rises,” he said. 

Authorities may be hesitating on 
the plan, but it will eventually arrive 
as the government has pledged to put 
it in place, he added.

U Toe Aung said developers’ atti-
tudes are also beginning to change. 
Several years ago, many construc-
tion businesses wanted to build 
high-rises, but interest has some-
what disappeared as developers 
realised this is complicated by poor 
infrastructure in areas like utilities 
and roads.

Some projects, often with a for-
eign-owned component, are keen on 
high-rise projects though, necessitat-
ing the zoning plan. It must still be 
passed by the Yangon Region hluttaw 
to become law.

“When we started the zoning plan 
and began discussing a limit on high-
rises, local developers didn’t support 
that. They wanted to build develop-
ments with high-rises,” he said. “Now 
they understand how difficult this is 
made by our infrastructure.”

Some have said that when for-
eign developers proposed projects 
they are asking too much of the city 
and its weak infrastructure. Others 
have criticised zoning plan drafts as 

being too restrictive for some devel-
opers.

Urban planners U Kyaw Latt said 
there are other considerations that go 
into approving high rises. With taller 
buildings comes more floor space. 
This means overcrowding – particu-
larly as many owners of high-rise 
units also own cars. 

Perhaps more importantly, though, 
the city may lose its character with tall 
buildings in the wrong place. 

U Kyaw Latt said the goal of the 
zoning plan is draft rules for proper 
utilisation of urban land and limit 
high-rise buildings as part of a policy 
for “urbanisation in harmony”. The 
draft zoning plan has received input 
from a number of organisations, in-
cluding YCDC, the Ministry of Con-
struction, the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, Yangon Heritage Trust, 
the Association of Myanmar Archi-
tects and a team from the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Association. 

Urban planners are keen to see up-
dated rules that make sense, given the 
rapid changes of Yangon. U Kyaw Latt 
said about 60 percent of the project 
is complete, with plans submitted to 
Yangon Region government, though 
confirmation has been delayed. 

“The process of approving the 
zoning plan was almost finished by 

the government, but then it was left 
alone and the process stopped,” he 
said. “However, we will make sure it 
is totally finished.” 

Observers say Yangon Region has 
not provided a reason as to why it has 
not been passed, other than the zon-
ing plan is not ready to be put into 
place.   

“We have finished drawing up the 
draft zoning plan and submitted it to 
the Regional government. But they 
responded that the time is not right,” 
said Daw Moe Moe Lwin, director at 
Yangon Heritage Trust. “We urge con-
tinued work on the zoning plan.”

Yangon Region member of par-
liament Daw Nyo Nyo Thin said she 
thinks there may be little willingness 
to support the plan on the part of the 
government, as MPs have constantly 
raised the issue with no avail.   

“The government hasn’t approved 
it yet so I think they don’t want it,” 
she said.   

While the government has signed 
on in principle to the zoning plan, it 
has not yet followed through on it.   

“We have explained the zoning 
plan to the government many times 
and in many ways. We have explained 
our urban heritage must be preserved 
and must not disappear,” she said. 

“They also said that they will en-
force it, but not yet, so they are break-
ing their commitment.”  

 Daw Nyo Nyo Thin also called on 
developers, whether local or foreign, 
to respect the spirit of the plan. The 
property business is dependent on 
the public to purchase condos and 
houses, so must respect their wishes. 

“In the previous era, businesses 
could do whatever they want if they 
have peace with the government, but 
the country will not be like that soon,” 
she said. “If they try to do whatever 
they like with the government’s help, 
the future won’t be good.”    

Zoning plan in limbo as 
experts push for re-start

myAT 
nyein Aye

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

YANGON Region will be home to 
another low-cost housing project, as 
governing authorities work to find 
accommodation for the city’s grow-
ing population.

To be developed by Yangon City 
Development Committee (YCDC), 
officials say it will be the cheapest 
per unit of the recent slate of low-
cost projects, as a number of ameni-
ties like elevators will be left out of 
the design.

Located at the corner of Zizawha 
and Setmhu roads in Yangon’s 
Shwepyitha township, the four 
buildings will be six stories each, 
according to U Nay Win, deputy 
director of YCDC’s Department of 
Engineering.

Construction is just about to 
start, with units ultimately to be 
made available at the end of 2015 – 
though it remains to be seen wheth-
er the space will sold or rented out.

“The low-cost housing is to hap-
pen this budget year, and we are 
starting now. But no decision has 
been reached on whether it will be 
sold or rented – if we make a deci-
sion, there will be an announce-
ment,” he said.

While no decision has been 
reached, if sold the units will 
be priced around K10 million 
(US$9700) – well below other simi-
lar low-cost housing ventures an-
nounced recently, he added.

Building the four structures will 
cost K1.83 billion (US$1.7 million), 
with a road, fence, park and electric-
ity equipment costing another K256 
million in total.

Yangon City Development Com-
mittee has been building low-cost 
housing projects in Yangon’s out-
skirts, including the larger Bo Ba 

Htoo and Bo Min Yaung projects 
in North Dagon township. Those 
projects ultimately ended up being 
priced higher than what YCDC is 
pledging for the Shwepyitha project.

U Nay Win said the two North 
Dagon projects were outfitted with 
electricity, car parking and eleva-
tors in keeping with modern de-
sign, which made them slightly 
more expensive.

“We carried out our plans in-
tending to make Bo Ba Htoo and 
Bo Min Yaung low-cost housing, 
but when we built them with qual-
ity facilities, they turned out not to 
be low-cost,” he said. “That’s why 
we call them ‘fair cost’, as the price 
was expensive per square foot. But 
still, compared to privately-owned 
apartments, those ones were 
cheap.”

For a building to be considered 
low-cost, the average construction 
cost per square foot must be below 
K20,000, meaning a 500-square-foot 
apartment would cost K10 million, 
he said. U Nay Win added that the 
low-cost label does not excuse shod-
dy or unsafe work.

Providing electricity for the 
Shwpyitha project is particularly ex-
pensive. 

“That’s why low-cost housing are 
not very low prices, but it is fair com-
pared to others. Shwepyitha housing 
will be cheap, but facilities won’t be 
better than previous projects,” he 
said.

Many of YCDC’s low-cost projects 
are built together with a private 
company, as YCDC does not have the 
budget for this kind of operation. 
Shwepyitha will be financed directly 
by YCDC, giving it more control over 
the project.

Bo Ba Htoo, Bo Min Yaung and 
Shwepyitha are all to be finished by 
the end of the year.

Amenities dropped 
to make housing 
project cheaper
myAt nyein Aye
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

‘The government 
hasn’t approved it 
yet so I think they 
don’t want it.’

daw nyo nyo thin 
Yangon region MP
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Caste system continues in the
Indian subcontinent
world 41

“For now, we are not able to do anything and we are disappointed 
that we can’t fulfill our customer needs.” 

- City Mart official on alcohol being taken off the shelves

in piCtures Employees of the Indian Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) work on 
the construction of a tunnel in New Delhi. The Indian government has been 
under intense pressure to fulfill promised reforms to grow the economy after 
winning the biggest mandate in 30 years at last year’s elections.  Photo: AFP

CONTRACTORS have lined up at Yan-
gon City Development Committee for 
building permits after the committee 
demolished several buildings being 
constructed without permits, accord-
ing to a senior official.

So far in 2014-15 the department 
has roughly doubled the number of 
building permits it has given out to 
7270 compared to the year earlier, said 
Department of Engineering (Building) 
deputy director U Nay Win.

“Within the month of January, 
699 builders applied for permits. It’s 
a strong result from previously many 
buildings going up without building 
and contractor licences,” he said. “We 

are taking care and continuing action.”
The figure of 7270 permits is a 

significant increase on previous 
years. In 2011-12, just 2100 building 
permits were given out, and 2460 in 
2012-13. In 2013-14, 4460 buildings 
received permits.

“Last year many of the problems 
came from buildings going up in the 

outskirts of Yangon without permits. 
That’s why we took effective action, 
and the problem is going away,” he 
said.

Of the 7270 permitted buildings, 
about 3000 are between five and 
eight storeys. There are 89 buildings 
between nine and 12 storeys, and 34 
above 12 storeys.

Building permits are only one step 
in the approvals process to build in 
Yangon, which can also include direc-
tion from the Myanmar Investment 
Commission.

The Department of Engineering 
has pledged to turn around submit-
ted proposals within 14 days if the 
forms are correctly filled out. Once 
proposals are approved, they go to 
Yangon City Development Commit-
tee’s executive committee for the final 
green light.   

Large increase in building permits
myAt nyein Aye  
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com
noe noe Aung  
noenoeag@gmail.com
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‘Last year many of 
the problems came 
from buildings going 
up in the outskirts.’

u nay win 
Yangon city development committee

Number of 
building permits 
issued, by year. 
Source: YCDC

FOREIGN investors will have to pay 
new fees to buy Australian real es-
tate, Prime Minister Tony Abbott 
said on February 25, under a pro-
posal which includes a crackdown 
on illegal purchases.

Cashed-up foreigners, many from 
China, have been blamed for driving 
up prices in Australian property mar-
kets, particularly Sydney and Mel-
bourne, and placing home ownership 
out of reach of many locals.

“Part of the Australian dream is 
owning your own home and we cer-
tainly want the dream to continue,” 
Mr Abbott said at a press conference.

“Yes, foreign investment has been 
very, very good for Australia but it’s 
got to be the right foreign investment 
... and it can’t disadvantage Austral-
ian home buyers,” he said..

The government is proposing 
charging an application fee on all for-
eign investments, similar to a scheme 
already operating in New Zealand.  

Under the plan, any foreign inves-
tor who wants to buy a residential 
property worth less than A$1 mil-
lion (US$784,500) will have to pay an 
A$5000 application fee.

This would rise by A$10,000 for 
every extra million dollars in the pur-
chase price.  – AFP

Australian 
fee for its 
foreign 
buyers

CAnberrA
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Sticking it to hate speech with ‘flowers’

Solar-powered plane to stop in Mandalay on world trip

A RECORD-SETTING solar-powered 
plane will make a brief stop in Man-
dalay on its way around the world, 
speakers announced at a February 24 
press conference.

The aircraft’s five-month, 35,000-kil-
ometre (21,750-mile) journey starts in 
Abu Dhabi in March, with Mandalay 
the fourth stop on its schedule. With 
their Solar Impulse 2 (Si2) plane, Swiss 
innovators Bertrand Piccard and An-
dré Borschberg seek to get around the 
globe on nothing but the sun’s energy, 
and to spread the good word on green 
technology. 

Mr Piccard has said Myanmar is 
opening itself with new technologies, 
and officials at a recent Yangon press 
event forecasted a future for the coun-
try in clean tech.

“The first ever round-the-world 
solar flight, Solar Impulse 2, will 
inspire energy and technology in-
novations in Myanmar, spreading a 
pioneering spirit among youth and 
mobilising enthusiasm for renew-
able energies,” said deputy transport 
minister U Zin Yaw.

“Although Myanmar is a country 
blessed with many natural resources, 
there is still need for conservation to 
make the future more secure for com-
ing generations. It is important for us 
to also identify technologies that allow 
us to promote sustainable energy,” said 
U Linn Myaing, chief operating officer 
of the Mandalay layover’s local part-
ner First Myanmar Investment (FMI). 
“Solar Impulse 2 reminds us that per-
sistence and imagination leads to in-
novation and technology.” 

Switzerland-based Solar Impulse 
SA approaches potential perpetual 
motion with its aircraft. If it weren’t 
for its human pilots, Si2 could theo-
retically fly forever – even by night, ac-
cording to media representatives.

The plane’s solar cells transform 
what the sun gives off into electricity, 
which keeps the engines going and re-
charges the plane’s batteries for later, 
“making the concept of perpetual 
flight more realistic”, said media rela-
tions assistant Marc Baumgartner. 

However, humans need breaks, and 
the single-seater plane will alternately 
host Mr Piccard and Mr Borschberg. 

In transit, the pilots can’t catch 

any shuteye over populated areas, 
said head of media relations Claudia 
Durgnat. However, “we have devel-
oped techniques to relax the body 
while remaining awake”, she said, not-
ing Mr Piccard employs self-hypnosis 
strategies while Mr Borschberg turns 
to yoga. 

Meanwhile, both can nap in up to 
20-minute spurts 10-12 times a day 
when crossing the blue parts of the 
map thanks to a modified autopilot, 
she added. 

Long stretches over the world’s 
largest waters may prove particularly 
trying.

“Just imagine, in the 4-square-

CAtherine trAutwien
newsroom@mmtimes.com

‘We don’t want the 
online platform 
to be seen as a 
negative space.’

ma htaike htaike Aung 
Program manager, MIdo

A PROMINENT local campaign 
combating hate speech has unveiled 
shareable Facebook stickers for the 
Myanmar market encouraging users 
not to “start fires” and to think before 
sharing.

The illustrated character stickers, 
which made their debut February 17, 
represent the latest manoeuvre from 
the “Panzagar” campaign in its offline 
and online struggle to stem the tide 
of hate speech in Myanmar. They are 
also Myanmar’s first on Facebook, ac-
cording to Myanmar ICT for Develop-
ment Organisation (MIDO) executive 
director Ko Nay Phone Latt, who 
founded the campaign.

Facebook, as a tool, can be used to-
ward good or evil ends – while some 
might exploit the platform to spread 
hate and dangerous speech, the Face-
book-born Panzagar campaign uses it 
to promote conscientiousness.

The movement, called “Flower 
Speech” in English, started last year 
with a Facebook page and some 
drawings in response to hate and 
dangerous speech that threatened to 
lead to offline violence, said MIDO 
program manager Ma Htaike Htaike 
Aung. The organisation, attuned to 
ICT, took particular notice of this 
speech on Facebook.

The group called for partners 
through its page, and in response 
Panzagar became a grassroots 
movement, Ma Htaike Htaike Aung  
continued.  

Prior to the stickers, Panzagar and 
Facebook had been planning to join 
forces to fight hate and dangerous 
speech on the internet.

“We believe in freedom of expres-
sion as well as internet freedoms, so 
we don’t want the online platform 
to be seen as a negative space,” Ma 
Htaike Htaike Aung said. 

The organisations had been 
putting their heads together over 
Facebook’s reporting mechanism, 
which has been decried by some 
as ineffective but presents partic-
ular challenges in Myanmar due 
in part to language constraints, 
according to Ma Htaike Htaike 
Aung. 

But after riots erupted in Manda-
lay – potentially fuelled by rumours 
of a rape that spread on the site, as 
previously reported by The Myanmar 
Times – Panzagar saw the chance 
for Facebook to up its game; so the 
organisation introduced the idea for 
stickers. 

The stickers on the site aren’t the 
first Panzagar brought to Facebook, 
with some cut along the way. Since 
the beginning, the campaign has 
worked with a small group of artists 
called Joosk whose first draft of char-
acter designs didn’t go over well with 
certain camps of people.

“They are very crazy into Japanese 
anime, so they created images which 
looked like Japanese cartoon charac-
ters,” she said, curving her hands to 
indicate a buxom figure. 

“We got some feedback from 

women’s groups, because, you know,” 
she said jokingly. 

Facebook also had feedback. Ma 
Htaike Htaike Aung said the com-
pany spiked one of the stickers, an el-
derly woman in a pointed straw hat, 
which they felt could be seen as racist 
outside of Myanmar.

U Thet Paing Ka of the Joosk 
team said the stickers were created 
“with Myanmar style”, and Ma Htaike 
Htaike Aung pointed out the illustra-
tions wear thanaka and longyis. More 
stickers may be on the way, including 
ones that represent different ethnic 
groups in Myanmar. 

While the stickers currently re-
main restricted to the Myanmar Face-
book store, the site has plans to make 

We, Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom Myanmar 
Office, are looking for one Programme Manager, one Media 
Officer and one Programme Assistant. If you are interested, 
please visit our website at http://www.fnfasia.org/
gallery/fnfmyanmar/ or contact Biak-Hlei.Sung@
fnst.org. The application forms will be accepted only until 
22nd March, 2015.

LOCALS ONLY POSITION
Pact, a U.S based INGO with operations throughout 
Myanmar,is currently seeking an experienced and dedicated 
candidate for the position below.

Position Title: Communications Manager
Position Summary: The Communications Manager is responsible for providing  
leadership in the communications department, including supervising commu-
nications officer(s), managing the implementation of Pact’s communication 
strategy, overseeing publicity and media relations, and the production of key 
publications and materials.
Requirements:
• Degree-level qualification or equivalent, Master’s degree preferable
• Minimum 5 years’ experience working in the development/humanitarian 

field (preferably in communications section) or in media industry
• Excellent verbal and written proficiency in English and Myanmar language
• Demonstrable experience in working with a wide range of media, preparing  

press releases, editing and producing publications, and managing social 
media platforms

• Computer literate in both Microsoft and Apple operating systems, with 
strong technical skills including experience with video editing, photography,  
and production of layouts and graphics in Adobe InDesign, Photoshop 
and Illustrator

NB: This position is for Myanmar nationals only.
Detailed job description including requirements for the position is available at the 
Pact office or www.themimu.info/jobs/index.php. Only short-listed candidates  
will be contacted.Interested and qualified candidates can send their application 
letter, CV, one passport-sized photo and references to:
HR Officer, Pact #608 Penthouse, Bo Son Pat Condominium, Pabedan
Tel: 09-8553198; 373221, 378931 & 245447 (Ext: 78, 73)
E-mail: myanmarhr@pactworld.org

Job Vacancy
The Department for International Development (DFID) is currently looking to
recruit a highly motivated and energetic individual to join our team as a
Peacebuilding Adviser.

DFID is based at the British Embassy in Yangon.

For more information and details on how to apply, please visit the link below:

https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-embassyr-
angoon/ about/recruitment

The deadline for submission of applications is on 12 March 2015.

CATherine 
TrAuTwein

newroom@mmtimes.com

MIDO executive director Nay Phone Latt speaks next to a Panzagar Facebook sticker. Photo: Aung Kyaw Nyunt

Si2 is scheduled to land in Mandalay on March 10. Photo: Supplied/ © Solar Impulse

ABOUT 2500 people attended this 
year’s AppExpo at MICT Park February 
19-20.

The event, aimed at an industry 
audience, saw steady levels of attend-
ees over last year, according to Yangon 
Heartz Media CEO U Zaw Zaw Myo 
Lwin. The expo puts a wide range of 
tech community members in one place, 

gathering the likes of software houses, 
developers, and software importers and 
connecting them with startup freelance 
developers and more, AppExpo’s web-
site said. Exhibitors ranged from Sam-
sung to local startup, Nex, according to 
its website.

“I saw Ho Ho De De application, 
which links taxi driver and passen-
gers, and I saw Happy application [for] 
health, beauty, news and more,” said Ko 
Kyaw Phyo, an App Expo 2015 attendee. 

While a “Best application 2015” com-
petition had been in the works – and 
received more than 30 submissions – U 
Zaw Zaw Myo Lwin said since profes-
sionals and beginners ran in the same 
category a winner could not be named. 

In its third year running, AppExpo 
will return next year “with a unique 
plan”, U Zaw Zaw Myo Lwin said.

– Aung Kyaw Nyunt

AppExpo 2015 sees 
thousands attend in 
third year running

 thoUSaNd 

2.5
attendees at appExpo 2015
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Sticking it to hate speech with ‘flowers’

Solar-powered plane to stop in Mandalay on world trip

them available in six other countries 
with large minority Myanmar popu-
lations such as Singapore, Thailand, 
and the United States, according to 
Ma Htaike Htaike Aung.

“Burmese in other countries ... 
were trying to have fake IPs, Bur-
mese IPs to download the stickers. 
We’ve never had this before. Nobody 
wants a Burmese IP,” she laughs.

The stickers make up one part 
of Panzagar’s outreach. The group 
also heads out into the offline yon-
der to put on literary discussions 
with well-known writers on the 
theme “No hate speech”, accord-
ing to Ma Htaike Htaike Aung. 
She also said the organisation 
has conducted research around 

how people come to believe hate 
speech and how it spreads, which 
has expanded into a partnership 
with Oxford University.

Online speech can be a hydra, 
a monster that grows two heads 
for each one a hero cuts off. Even 
speech with the best intentions can 
be hijacked – something Panzagar 
knows very well. 

Recently a few students turned 
the message on one of their stick-
ers into a note encouraging cutting 
class. 

As Panzagar’s sceptical granny 
sticker reminds, some things on the 
internet should not be believed.  

- Additional reporting by 
Aung Kyaw Nyunt

MIDO executive director Nay Phone Latt speaks next to a Panzagar Facebook sticker. Photo: Aung Kyaw Nyunt

metre cockpit, there’s only space for 
one pilot. When crossing the ... ocean, 
he has to fly five, six days in a row,” 
said Swiss ambassador to Myanmar 
Christoph Burgener at the February 
24 event. “It’s not only an immense 
technical, but also an extraordinary 
human challenge.”

Mr Baumgartner said no flight leg 
on the round-the-world trip will ex-
ceed five days and five nights. 

Both media representatives said 
breaks in the action have been chosen 
with regards to weather and logistics, 
and in Myanmar’s case, the impor-
tance of keeping flight legs from clock-
ing in at 24 hours or more.  

Solar Impulse 2’s arrival in Man-
dalay remains dependent on weather, 
but has been pencilled in for the even-
ing of March 10. The plane and the pi-
lots will stay for more than two days, 
taking off for China on Friday.

In Mandalay, Solar Impulse 2 will 
be open for public inspection at cer-
tain times and about 1000 students 
will get to meet Mr Piccard and Mr 
Borschberg and learn about renewable 
energies, a press release said.

U Linn Myaing said students would 
represent Yangon Technological Uni-
versity, Mandalay Technological Uni-
versity and Myanmar Aerospace Engi-
neering University.

“When we met together the pres-
ident of the Union of Myanmar, we 
understood how important solar en-
ergy and innovation is for this coun-
try,” Mr Piccard said in a video at 
the press event. “It’s clear that now 
if we want to survive in a globalised 
world ... we need innovation, and in-
novation is what we look so much 
forward to sharing with the stu-
dents, with the children, with in-
dustries in Myanmar and of course 
with the government.”

“[Mandalay] will be one of the great 
stops on our way around the world.” 

‘Although Myanmar 
is ... blessed with 
natural resources, 
there is still need for 
conservation.’’

u linn myaing 
chief operating officer, FMI

RUSSIA will continue using the Inter-
national Space Station in partnership 
with NASA until 2024, its space agency 
said, after Moscow had threatened to 
pull out and stop financing it by 2020.

Roscosmos has finalised a plan for 
its activities up to 2030 which “pro-
vides for the use of the ISS until 2024”, 
the space agency said in a statement 
late February 24.

It also announced plans to begin 
manned missions to the moon by 2030 
but said its objectives would be adjust-
ed according to financing.

“We are taking into account possi-
ble changes in financing and the pro-
gram will get updated,” Yury Koptev, 
the head of the agency’s scientific and 
technical committee, said. 

NASA had already said the ageing 
ISS will remain operational until 2024, 
but Russia’s participation had been in 
question. 

Russia had said it wanted to wind 
up its role in 2020 and in December 
delayed a final decision, while deputy 

defence minster Dmitry Rogozin, who 
oversees the space industry, threat-
ened to “use those resources on other 
promising space projects”.

Russia’s decision to postpone its 
departure from the ISS to 2024 is dic-
tated by the current economic crisis, 
sparked by low oil prices and Western 
sanctions over Ukraine, said inde-
pendent space analyst Vadim Luka-
shevich. 

“All these hopes and dreams have 
been cancelled by the crisis. There’s 
no money for a new station,” Mr Luka-
shevich told AFP.

“Clear-headed people decided to 
stay on the ISS. Otherwise we risk los-
ing our manned space exploration.”

The decision was welcomed by 
NASA astronaut Chris Hadfield, fa-
mous for the 2013 cover of David Bow-
ie’s song “Space Oddity” he performed 
on the ISS.

“This is excellent news, especially 
when read between the rhetoric. ISS 
is a key global symbol,” Mr Hadfield 

wrote on Twitter.
Russia’s space agency said its 

long-term plan was to create its own 
space station using modules from the 
Russian section of the ISS after it is  
mothballed.

“This is absolutely rational. They 
will be relatively new and not obso-
lete,” said Mr Lukashevich. 

The space agency said it wanted “to 
ensure Russia’s guaranteed access to 
space”.

Russia’s space agency also an-
nounced plans to renew its lunar pro-
gram, which will start with unmanned 
spacecraft that will orbit and land on 
the moon’s surface.

“Close to 2030, the plan is to move 
over to manned flights to the moon,” 
it said.

Russia’s space programme is one 
area where Moscow is still actively 
working with the US. Sixteen coun-
tries are involved in the ISS, with Rus-
sia and the US providing most of the 
financial backing. – AFP

Russia staying at ISS until 2024

Japan steers to self-driving car
JAPAN’S big three automakers will 
team up with electronics giants and 
the government in a bid to propel the 
country into the front ranks of self-
driving car technology, officials and 
local media said February 26.

“We will set up a so-called self-
navigation business conference so 
that we can discuss what measures 
we need to take,” a land and trans-
port ministry official said, adding 
that they have yet to set the agenda.

The Nikkei business daily said the 
government will invite Toyota, Nissan 
and Honda as well as Panasonic and 
Hitachi to the meeting, which will 
look at jointly developing parts and 
technologies related to self-driving.

The project will also involve the 

University of Tokyo and Nagoya Uni-
versity, with their research institutes 
handling analyses of data, the news-
paper said.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe will in-
clude measures on the project in his 
growth strategy plan, expected to be 
announced around June, the daily said.

As a first step, auto parts makers 
will standardise software for self-
control navigation and for sensors 
that detect obstacles while driving so 
that they can cut development and 
production costs, it said. Common 
technology for communication links 
will also be targeted to guard against 
accidents caused by hacking the pa-
per reported.

Currently, Japanese auto parts 

makers lag behind Bosch in sensors, 
with the German giant supplying 
western as well as Japanese carmak-
ers, the Nikkei said.

The public sector will help in de-
veloping infrastructure, so that traf-
fic and accident information can be 
communicated from on-road systems, 
it said.

The private and public sectors 
may invest 10 billion yen (US$84 
million) or so to build test courses, a 
focal point in international competi-
tion, it added. 

The scheme is part of a govern-
ment initiative to support domestic 
industries related to self-driving tech-
nology, as competition in the field in-
tensifies globally. – AFP
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DHAKA

LONDON

HUNDREDS of protesters gathered 
in Dhaka on February 27 to denounce 
the murder of a prominent American 
blogger of Bangladeshi origin hacked 
to death with machetes after he alleg-
edly received threats from Islamists.

The demonstrators – including 
teachers, publishers and fellow writ-
ers – met near the spot where Avijit 
Roy, founder of the Mukto-Mona 
(Free-mind) blog, was attacked by 
unknown assailants as he returned 
home from a book fair with his wife 
the previous evening.

They chanted slogans including 
“We want justice” and “raise your 
voice against militants”.

No one has yet claimed respon-
sibility for the vicious attack, which 
also seriously wounded the 44-year-
old’s wife and has shocked many in a 
country already reeling from weeks of 
violent political protest.

But the atheist writer’s family said 
he had received numerous threats 
from Islamists before his death, and 
the rally was expected to draw hun-
dreds of Bangladeshis concerned 
about the rise in Islamism in their 
country.

Mr Roy, a US citizen, is the second 
Bangladeshi atheist blogger to have 
been murdered in two years and the 
fourth writer to have been attacked 
since 2004.

“The attack on Roy and his wife 
Rafida Ahmed is outrageous,” said 
Imran H Sarker, head of a Bangla-
deshi bloggers’ association.

“We strongly protest this attack 
and are deeply concerned about the 
safety of writers.”

Hardline Islamist groups have long 
demanded the public execution of athe-
ist bloggers and sought new laws to 
combat writing critical of Islam.

Police have launched an investiga-
tion and recovered the machetes used 
in the attack, which they compared to 
that on atheist blogger Ahmed Rajib 
Haider in 2013.

Mr Haider was hacked to death by 

members of a little-known Islamist 
militant group, triggering nationwide 
protests by tens of thousands of secu-
lar activists.

“The pattern of the killing ap-
peared to be the same that of previ-
ous attack on a celebrated writer,” as-
sistant commissioner of Dhaka police 
Shiblee Noman said.

“It seems it it was carried out by 
reactionary fundamentalist group.”

Mr Noman also said police were 
investigating a tweet by the pro-Is-
lamist group Ansar Bangla Seven that 
appeared to celebrate Roy’s murder.

“Target Down here in #Bangla-
desh,” the group tweeted from the @
AnsarBn7 handle.

Roy’s wife, who is also a blogger, 
was moved to a clinic for further 
treatment on Friday.

The writer’s father Ajoy Roy said 
he had received a number of “threat-
ening” emails and messages on social 
media from hardliners unhappy with 
his writing. 

Mr Roy had written about 10 
books, including the best-selling 
“Biswasher Virus” (Virus of Faith), as 

well as his blog, which championed 
liberal secular writing in the Muslim-
majority nation.

The Center for Inquiry, a US-based 
charity promoting free thought, said 
it was “shocked and heartbroken” by 
the brutal murder of Mr Roy. 

“Dr Roy was a true ally, a coura-
geous and eloquent defender of rea-
son, science, and free expression, in a 
country where those values have been 
under heavy attack,” it said in a state-
ment.

Mr Roy’s killing also triggered 
strong condemnation from his fellow 
writers and publishers, who lamented 
the growing religious conservatism 
and intolerance in Bangladesh.

Pinaki Bhattacharya, a fellow blog-
ger and friend of Mr Roy, said one of 
the country’s largest online book re-
tailers was being openly threatened 
for selling Mr Roy’s books.

“In Bangladesh the easiest target 
is an atheist. An atheist can be at-
tacked and murdered,” he wrote on 
Facebook.

After Mr Haider’s death, Bang-
ladesh’s hardline Islamist groups 
started to protest against other cam-
paigning bloggers, accusing them 
of blasphemy and calling a series of 
nationwide strikes to demand their 
execution.

The secular government of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina reacted by ar-
resting some atheist bloggers.

The government also blocked 
about a dozen websites and blogs to 
stem the furore over blasphemy, as 
well as stepping up security for the 
bloggers.

Bangladesh is the world’s fourth-
largest Muslim majority nation with 
Muslims making up some 90 percent 
of the country’s 160 million people. 

A tribunal has recently handed 
down a series of verdicts against 
leading Islamists and others for 
crimes committed during the war 
of independence from Pakistan in 
1971. – AFP

Murder of high-profile blogger 
draws hundreds to street protests

The body of Avijit Roy, a US blogger of Bangladeshi origin, lies on a trolly at Dhaka Medical College hospital morgue in 
Dhaka. Photo: AFP

‘Dr Roy was a true 
ally, a courageous 
and eloquent 
defender of reason, 
science, and free 
expression, in a 
country where those 
values have been  
under heavy attack.’

The Centre for Inquiry

‘‘JIHADI John”, the masked Islamic 
State group militant believed re-
sponsible for the beheading of at 
least five Western hostages, has 
been named as Kuwaiti-born com-
puting graduate Mohammed Em-
wazi from London.

Nicknamed after Beatle John 
Lennon due to his British accent, 
he is believed to be responsible 
for the murders of US journalists 
James Foley and Steven Sotloff, 
British aid workers David Haines 
and Alan Henning, and American 
aid worker Abdul-Rahman Kassig.

He also appeared in a video with 
Japanese hostages Haruna Yukawa 
and Kenji Goto shortly before they 
were killed.

Families of the murdered hostag-
es said they looked forward to seeing 
Mr Emwazi brought to justice.

In the videos posted online, he 
appears dressed all in black with 
only his eyes exposed, brandish-
ing a knife while launching tirades 
against the West.

A Washington Post report cit-
ing friends, a leading think tank 
researching foreign jihadists and 
a British security official quoted by 
the New York Times identified Mr 
Emwazi as the executioner.

However London’s Metropoli-
tan Police dismissed the reports as 
“speculation” and said it was “not 
going to confirm his identity” to 

protect human lives while the US 
National Security Council said it 
would neither confirm nor deny 
the reports.

The International Centre for the 
Study of Radicalisation at King’s 
College in London said it believed 
the identity “to be accurate and 
correct”.

“We’re pretty confident that the 
right individual has been named,” 
Shiraz Maher, a senior research fel-
low at the centre, said.

He believed the leak had come 
from the United States and point-
ed out that “there are no further 
Americans being held hostage by 
Islamic State”.

“I think the US chose to put this 
out,” he said.

The family of Mr Sotloff, an 
American-Israeli journalist mur-
dered by the Islamic State group, 
said they hoped establishing the 
identity of the killer would bring 
him closer to facing justice.

“The Sotloff family was in-
formed of John’s identity. This is 
one step on a long road to bringing 
him to justice,” said Barak Barfi, 
the Sotloff family’s spokesperson, 
in a statement.

“If indeed Mohammed Emwazi 
is the man who executed Steve, 
the Sotloffs have full faith that the 
American intelligence community 
and law enforcement agencies will 

Families call for justice as IS executioner 
‘Jihadi John’ named as London graduate
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WAsHINGTON

US and Cuban negotiators launched a 
second round of historic talks on Feb-
ruary 27 aimed at overcoming half a 
century of enmity and restoring full 
diplomatic ties.

After an initial meeting in Havana 
in January which ended with little ap-
parent breakthrough, the teams were 
to meet at the State Department – the 
hub of US global diplomacy.

The hope is that within the com-
ing months both nations will agree 
to reopen embassies in each other’s 
capitals and appoint fully-fledged am-
bassadors. Currently they operate with 
so-called interests sections in Havana 
and Washington.

US President Barack Obama is due 
to attend the Summit of the Americas 
in Panama on April 10-11, which Cuba 
will also attend for the first time.

And observers believe both nations, 
long mired in tension stemming from 
the Cold War, are keen to relaunch full 
diplomatic relations around that date. 

But after more than five decades of 
hostility and suspicion, steep obstacles 
remain to renewing diplomatic ties.

This is seen as the first step toward 
a full normalisation of relations be-
tween the United States and the om-
munist-run Caribbean island which 
has been governed for five decades by 
revolutionary leader Fidel Castro and 
his brother, the current President Raul 
Castro.

Ahead of the talks, both sides 
staked out their differences. 

Cuban officials demanded that as a 
preliminary step Havana be stripped of 
its US designation as a state sponsor of 
terrorism – a label which has stalked 
the island since 1982, and which among 
other sanctions has complicated access 
to the global banking system.

Washington, however, has insisted 
that its ongoing review of the terror 
blacklisting should not be linked to 
the restoration of diplomatic ties. 

In return, the US has insisted that 
its diplomats and embassy be granted 
full powers under the Vienna Conven-
tion governing global diplomatic rela-
tions to operate freely, including meet-
ing with Cuban dissidents.

The US team will be led by the 
Assistant Secretary for the Western 
Hemisphere, Roberta Jacobson, who 
last month became the highest-rank-
ing US official to visit Cuba in 35 years.

She will be sitting across the table 
from Cuban negotiator Josefina Vidal.

“I certainly think that our  

presidents and my secretary would be 
delighted if we could have everything 
worked out in time for the Summit of 
the Americas,” a senior State Depart-
ment official told reporters ahead of 
the February 27 talks.

“But that depends a lot on how our 
counterparts come to the table pre-
pared to get things done and whether 
they are comfortable with the things 
we need in order to run an embassy 
the way we do in other places around 
the world.” 

The official added the talks could 
prove to be “little bit disappointingly 
workman-like in their nature this 
time. But this is where we roll up our 
sleeves as diplomats and sit down at 
the table and make sure that we ham-
mer out all of the details out to get em-
bassies up and running.”

Restoring diplomatic ties “doesn’t 
take very long if we get agreement on 
things”, the official added.

Cuban Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Gustavo Machin, called for his coun-
try to be removed from the terror 
blacklist saying it would “be a contra-
diction” if Havana were to remain on 
the list while enjoying diplomatic ties 
with Washington.

But the State Department official 
said that while Washington was “mov-
ing forward on the review of Cuba on 
that list as quickly as we can ... we don’t 
think that that should be linked to the 
restoration of diplomatic relations”.

“It would be very easy to restore 
diplomatic relations if they would 
not link those two things,” the official 
added.

Mr Obama, who in a surprise De-
cember agreement said he had agreed 
to seek normal ties, has called on the 
US Congress to lift the decades-old bit-
ing economic embargo of Cuba.

But some lawmakers. as well as 
parts of the Cuban dissident commu-
nity, remain wary of the diplomatic de-
marche, arguing Mr Obama has failed 
to secure guarantees about progress 
on human rights.

One of the aims of the February 27 
meeting was to set a date for the first 
ever US-Cuba discussion on human 
rights.

Although no date has been set “it 
will be the first time that we would be 
able to sit down with the government 
directly and have an in-depth conver-
sation about our differing perspec-
tives,” the State Department official 
said. – AFP

US and Cuba seek 
breakthrough with 
historic talks

A worker puts cigars in boxes at the H Upman Cigar Factory in Havana on 
February 26. Photo: AFP

Families call for justice as IS executioner 
‘Jihadi John’ named as London graduate

apprehend him.
“They look forward to the day 

that John will be prosecuted and 
convicted for the crime of executing 
Steve.”

The daughter of aid worker Mr 
Haines told ITV News that her fam-
ily would “feel closure and relief once 
there’s a bullet between his eyes”.

Cage, a civil rights group that 
was in contact with Mr Emwazi for 
several years over his alleged har-
assment by British security services, 
said that while not 100 percent cer-
tain, it believed it was him.

Cage’s research director Asim 
Qureishi described Mr Emwazi as 
a “beautiful young man” who had 
been alienated by his treatment at 
the hands of the British security 
services.

Cage published correspondence 
with Mr Emwazi in which he alleged 
that a British MI5 secret service agent 
named “Nick” tried to recruit him 
while interrogating him at Amster-
dam’s Schiphol Airport in 2009.

Mr Emwazi said he was return-
ing with two friends after they were 
expelled from Tanzania, accused of 
trying to join Islamist militants in 
Somalia but on a trip that he said 
was a safari holiday after finishing 
university.

“Why don’t you work for us?” 
Mr  Emwazi quoted “Nick” as tell-
ing him. After refusing, he said the  

officer told him, “You’re going to 
have a lot of trouble, you’re going 
to be known, you’re going to be fol-
lowed.”

After being refused entry to Ku-
wait three times, Mr Emwazi left 
his London home in 2013 and four 

months later police told his family 
he had entered Syria, according to 
Cage.

The emails appear to point to 
growing radicalisation. He finished 
one in 2010 saying, “May Allah get 
rid of the oppressors i.e. security 
agents”.

Mr Emwazi, said by Cage to be 
26, was identified to the Washington 

Post by friends and others familiar 
with the case, with one acquaintance 
telling the paper, “I have no doubt 
that Mohammed is Jihadi John.”

Mr Emwazi is from a middle-class 
family and earned a degree in com-
puter programming. He is described 
as being quiet and polite with styl-
ish dress sense. In one email to Cage, 
he complained about police going 
through his designer clothes.

Dozens of reporters gathered 
outside a modern property believed 
to belong to his family in the north-
west London neighbourhood of 
Queen’s Park.

Mr Qureishi, Cage’s research di-
rector, said the family did not be-
lieve the allegations against their 
son and were in a state of “absolute 
shock”.

The University of Westminster 
said in a statement that it had a re-
cord of a Mohammed Emwazi leav-
ing college six years ago and was 
setting up a pastoral team to pro-
vide advice and support to students.

Mr Maher, the research fellow 
from King’s College, London pre-
dicted that Mr Emwazi’s apparent 
unmasking would deal a “psycho-
logical blow” to the IS group.

“They’ll feel somewhat deflated 
that someone they wanted to pre-
serve and protect as an asset has 
been outed in this way but it won’t 
change anything day to day.” – AFP

‘The Sotloff family 
was informed of 
John’s identity. 
This is one step ... 
to bringing him 
closer to justice.’

Barak Barfi 
Spokesperson for the family of  

murdered journalist Steven Sotloff

Markus Kemeter 
shows his bionic 
hand on February 
24 in Vienna. 
He was one of 
three Austrian 
men to undergo 
a new medical 
technique, “bionic 
reconstruction”, 
developed by Oskar 
Aszmann, head of 
plastic surgery at the 
Medical University 
of  Vienna, in a 
world-first use of 
mind-controlled 
bionic hand, 
according to a 
research published 
in The Lancet on 
February 25. 
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sIMFEROPOL

CIRCLING her thumb and index finger 
to make a zero, Tatyana Chernetskaya 
indicates how many clients her Crime-
an firm has one year after Russia took 
over the peninsula: “None.”

While many supporters of annexa-
tion of the Black Sea province from 
Ukraine expected to be better off un-
der Moscow’s rule, business in Crimea 
is strangled by economic isolation, 
Western sanctions and local authori-
ties nationalising key Ukrainian firms.

Ms Chernetskaya’s firm, which 
produces accounting software, has 
had to fire most of its 55 staff, leaving 
just five. They lost over 3000 clients in 
mainland Ukraine after telephone and 
banking communications were cut in 
the wake of Russia’s annexation.

And the few local clients were pres-
sured by the new Russian authorities 
to dump her software and switch to a 
Russian-made program.

In the company’s office, Ukrain-
ian certificates still hang on walls and 
boxes packed with obsolete paperwork 
await disposal by the front door.

She voted to join Russia in the ref-
erendum held in Crimea last March 
and has a portrait of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin hanging in her office. 

Her “very typical” hardships are 
the fault of corrupt local officials and 
“senseless” Western sanctions, not the 

Kremlin, she insists, even if she de-
scribes the transition to Russian tax 
and labour laws as overwhelming.

“It’s as if I fled as a refugee to a new 
country and have to start my life from 
scratch,” she said. “There is a feeling 
that you are in some sort of nowhere-
land. You’ve been left behind in that 
previous life, while here you have noth-
ing.”

Many people on the peninsula who 
voted to join Russia last year were 
lured by the prospects of better eco-
nomic opportunities. 

But Ukraine has cut most trans-
port and communications links, while 
Western sanctions ban investment 
and restrict work of US and European 
companies. Visa and Mastercard do 
not work and it is difficult to exchange 
currency.

All this scares even major Russian 
firms from operating in Crimea. 

The resulting economy is cash-
based, with erratic supplies from Rus-
sia’s southern Krasnodar region, with 
which Crimea shares an unreliable 
ferry link over the Kerch Strait. 

Shortages are manifest in thinly-
stocked local supermarkets, where 
many shelves just have a single row 
of identical goods, reminiscent of the 
Soviet era.

The separation of Crimea from 

Ukraine has dealt a devastating blow 
to the photogenic region’s once-boom-
ing tourism industry, with tourist num-
bers dropping from 5.9 million in 2013 
to 3.8 million in 2014, despite Russia’s 
efforts to subsidise package tours.

Ukrainians, who previously made 
up over 65 percent of tourists, did not 
come to Crimea’s beaches last summer, 
said Yelena Attestatova, who runs a 
travel agency. 

International cruise ships also 
stayed away, leaving Russians as about 
the only customers.

“We are waiting for things to nor-

malise,” Ms Attestatova said.“What else 
is there to do?”

Western sanctions have led to the 
closure of McDonald’s fast-food out-
lets and Shell gas stations, and pushed 
workers dependent on global compa-
nies to relocate. 

“I couldn’t figure out why I must 
suffer and look for ways to circumvent 
[the sanctions] if I can easily work 
somewhere else,” said Pavel Berman, 
a Russian who came to Crimea last 
spring to develop an IT business but 
who became disillusioned and recently 
went back home to Saint Petersburg.

“Nobody expected this isolation,” 
he said, complaining that eBay, Pay-
Pal, Google and Apple are blocked in 
Crimea.

“You can get around these bans 
through VPNs, but each time it takes 
more time,” he said.

Aside from the struggles of small 
business, large Ukrainian-owned 
companies have undergone so-called 
“nationalisation” after being raided 
by local paramilitary units, most re-
cently telephone and power providers 
Ukrtelekom and Krymenergo.

Last month the armed men – who 
last year helped take over government 
buildings and army bases and were nev-
er disbanded – came to Massandra, the 
iconic Crimean wine producer which 

has operated since the tsarist era and 
was last year put under control of the 
Kremlin’s property management office.

In a letter to Mr Putin this month, 
the company said its operations and 
staff of 2500 are at risk due to “ut-
ter incompetency and unquenchable 
profiteering” of the new owners and 
the Crimean authorities, who are pres-
suring the company to cede valuable 
coastal land where its vineyards are 
located.

“When we voted for returning 
Crimea to Russia ... we could not have 
imagined such consequences in our 
worst nightmares,” said the letter, post-
ed on Ukrainian websites.

Massandra director Nikolai Boiko 
said the ordeals have caused him so 
much stress that he is in hospital with 
heart problems. 

Meanwhile Ms Chernetskaya, the 
owner of the software firm, said she 
has taken up painting as a new source 
of income and is thinking of emigrat-
ing to Poland since one of her grandfa-
thers executed under Stalin had Polish 
roots.

Her portrait of Mr Putin gazes 
over applicatio n forms and Polish 
language-teaching CDs strewn on her 
desk.

“My business is dying,” she said. “It’s 
not Putin’s fault. It’s just ... life.” – AFP

‘When we voted for 
returning Crimea to 
Russia ... we could 
not imagine such 
consequences in our 
worst nightmares’

Wine producer  Missandra to 
Vladimir Putin

Supporters of former Indonesian domestic helper Erwiana Sulistyaningsih, 24, 
hold banners in front of the District Court before the sentencing of her former 
employer Law Wan-tung, 44, in Hong Kong on February 27. Photo: AFP

HONG KONG

A WOMAN was jailed for six years on 
February 27 for beating and starving 
her Indonesian maid and keeping her 
prisoner, in a case that raised interna-
tional concern over the treatment of 
domestic staff in Hong Kong.

Law Wan-tung – who had faced a 
maximum sentence of seven years – 
“showed no compassion” to Erwiana 
Sulistyaningsih and other domestic 
staff, said judge Amanda Woodcock in 
handing down the sentence.

Ms Law saw her staff as “people that 
are beneath her” said Ms Woodcock.

Of Ms Sulistyaningsih’s treatment 
she added, “She was given little rest, 
sleep and nutrition which left her a 
shadow of her former self.”

Ms Woodcock called for an in-
vestigation by Hong Kong and Indo-
nesian authorities into the workers’  
conditions.

Ms Sulistyaningsih, 24, told a Hong 

Kong court in December how she lived 
on nothing but meagre rations of bread 
and rice, slept only four hours a day 
and was beaten so badly by her em-
ployer Ms Law that she was knocked 
unconscious.

During the six-week trial, prosecu-
tors said mother-of-two Law, 44, turned 
household items such as a mop, a ruler 
and a clothes hanger into “weapons” 
against her maids.

Ms Law was convicted on 18 of 20 
charges laid against her, including 
grievous bodily harm, assault, criminal 
intimidation and failure to pay wages.

“It is regrettable that this conduct is 
not rare and sadly is often dealt with in 
the criminal courts,” said Ms Woodcock.

“Such conduct could be prevented 
if domestic helpers were not forced to 
live in their employer’s home,” which is 
stipulated under Hong Kong law and is 
a key point which campaigners want 

reformed. 
Ms Woodcock also highlighted the 

“significant fees” charged to domestic 
helpers by agencies in their home coun-
tries and deducted from their Hong 
Kong salaries.

“There must be an element of ex-
ploitation here ... The domestic helper 
becomes trapped when they are unhap-
py, but cannot leave or change employ-
ers because the debt needs to be paid 
off,” she said.

Wearing a T-shirt emblazoned with 
her own face and the word “justice” Ms 
Sulistyaningsih remained expression-
less as the sentence was read out – she 
had said that she hoped Ms Law would 
receive the maximum term.

Earlier Ms Law’s defence lawyer 
Graham Harris had said she was “not 
a monster” in mitigation and referred 
to her charity work and role as a 
mother. – AFP

Six-year jail term for HK woman who abused maid

People hold Crimean flags in Simferopol’s Lenin 
Square on March 14, 2014, shortly after the 

region was annexed. Photo: AFP

A year after annex, 
effects of isolation 
felt in Crimea
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THEHE, NEPAL

WHEN Nepal’s Maoist-led govern-
ment outlawed bonded labour in 
2008 and promised to compensate 
victims, farmworker Hiralal Pariyar 
was elated to walk away from a life 
spent in virtual slavery.

But the compensation never came, 
leaving a homeless and penniless 
Pariyar little choice but to return to 
his old landlord.

“Nothing has changed in six years. 
From the day I was born until now, 
the landlord has owned my life,” the 
38-year-old explained.

More than six years after it was 
outlawed, bonded labour remains rife 
in Nepal, where landless farmwork-
ers known as haliyas (ploughmen) 
are born into slavery and passed on 
from one generation of landlords to 
the next. 

Many hoped for change when a 
newly-elected government led by for-
mer Maoist rebels freed them from 
bondage in September 2008, months 
after Nepal cast off a 240-year-old 
monarchy and became a republic.

The Maoists had promised to end 
centuries of inequality and write a 
constitution that would transform a 
country where one out of four people 
survives on less than US$1.25 a day. But 
lawmakers have spent years squabbling 
over the charter, frustrating millions of 
Nepalis including haliyas.

Successive administrations have 
pledged reparations for the haliyas, 
but no one has received any financial 
compensation and a long-promised 
programme of land ownership reform 
has yet to materialise.

This has meant their lives have 
remained much as they were before 
being “freed” – they are still reliant on 
landlords.

Mr Pariyar’s calloused hands and 
chronic shoulder pain testify to a life 
spent pulling the plough. A sixth-gen-
eration bonded labourer, he started 
working when he was just 13, clock-
ing 15-hour days in exchange for room 
and board.

“We are like the landlord’s inherit-
ed property – my grandfather worked 
for them, then my father, now me,” he 
said.

In all those years, little has 
changed in his village, Thehe, perched 
on a ridge in the Himalayas and home 
to segregated haliya settlements with 
no electricity or running water.

Like Mr Pariyar, most haliyas 
belong to the impoverished Dalit or 
“untouchable” Hindu community and 

are forbidden to work indoors, en-
ter temples or even take water from 
taps used by upper-caste villagers and 
their animals.

Although the ties connecting land-
lord and labourer are binding, they 
are rarely intimate.

“They see us as untouchables. 
They don’t interact with us. They only 
care if we come to work or not,” said 
Nani Biswokarma, 23, a haliya work-
ing in Baraunsi village in Nepal’s re-
mote northwest. 

The mother of two says she wor-
ried “all the time” about her children’s 
future.

“We have no money, no house, no 
land, nothing – we can’t afford to edu-
cate them.  I want them to have better 
lives but I can’t see how it will hap-
pen,” she said.

Parbat Sunar was one of a hand-
ful of haliya children able to attend 
school thanks to a bargain his family 
struck with their landlord.

Even the classroom was not free 
from discrimination – he and other 
low-caste children were told to sit on 
the floor, not on school benches.

“I felt very hurt and wondered why 
we were always on the floor. I used to 
feel tormented by it,” said Mr Sunar, 
who now heads a non-profit group 
fighting for haliya rights.

Laxman Kumar Hamal, a govern-
ment official responsible for haliya 
resettlement, blamed a lack of money 

for the delay. “I know it’s taken years, 
we are trying to resettle them but we 
have budget constraints and cannot 
purchase land for all of them in one 
go,” Mr Hamal said.

“We hope to resettle more haliyas 
in the months to come,” he added.

Although the 2006 peace deal be-
tween the Maoists and the state un-
derscored the need for a “scientific 
land reform program ... ending [the] 
feudalistic system of landholding”, no 
political party has asked landlords to 
hand over land to haliyas.

Mr Sunar says just 80 of the 19,000 
haliya families identified by the gov-
ernment had received land.

“We had high expectations from 
lawmakers after their claims of build-
ing a new Nepal, but they have done 
nothing,” he said.

As Mr Pariyar dragged a plough 
across his landlord’s hilly plot on 
a wintry morning, he said nothing 
would make him happier than to see 
the practice end. 

“But I can no longer imagine a day 
when I will be out of this prison. I 
don’t even dream of it any more.” 

– AFP

Nani Biswokarma (left) works on land owned by her landlord in Baraunsi village in Humla district, some 430 kilometres 
(267 miles) north-west of Kathmandu on November 8, 2014. Photo: AFP

‘Untouchables’ still in slavery
GUIUAN, PHILIPPINEs

FRENCH President Francois Hollande 
last week visited a remote Philippine 
town devastated by one of the world’s 
strongest typhoons, seeking to sound a 
global alarm on climate change ahead 
of a crucial UN summit.

Mr Hollande was on a two-day trip 
to the Southeast Asian archipelago, re-
garded as a frontline state in the strug-
gle against global warming, as part of 
his campaign to build diplomatic mo-
mentum ahead of the Paris summit in 
December.

On February 26, he launched an ap-
peal with Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino in Manila for world leaders 
meeting in Paris to secure a “universal, 
equitable and ambitious climate deal” 
that would avert catastrophic global 
warming.

Their appeal offered a show of unity 
they said could serve as a model for 
rich and poor nations, whose divisions 
led to a similar effort at a UN sum-
mit in Copenhagen in 2009 ending in  
disarray.

“We have a duty to act together and 
that’s why I came here to the Philip-
pines, to launch an appeal, to seal an 
alliance,” Mr Hollande said.

On Febriary 27 Mr Hollande flew 
to Guiuan, a small coastal town in the 
far eastern Philippines of about 50,000 
people that is still trying to recover from 
Super Typhoon Haiyan 15 months ago.

Guiuan was among the first towns 
hit when Super Typhoon Haiyan roared 
in off the Pacific Ocean with winds of 
315 kilometres (195 miles) an hour, the 
strongest gales ever recorded on land.

Haiyan then swept across already 
deeply impoverished farming and fish-
ing communities of the central Philip-
pines, claiming more than 7350 lives.

Rebuilding those communities is 
expected to take many years and cost 
billions of dollars. In the meantime, 
hundreds of thousands of survivors will 
continue to live in danger zones along 
the coast. – AFP

Hollande 
visits 
typhoon-hit 
town

‘I can no longer 
imagine a day when 
I will be out of this 
prison.’

Hiralal Pariyar 
haliya worker
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BANGKOK

Bangladesh residents 
react after finding 
the body of a relative 
following a ferry 
accident at Paturia 
some 70 kilometres 
(43 miles) east of 
Dhaka on February 
23. The death toll 
rose to at least 78 
last week, after 
more bodies were 
recovered from the 
overcrowded boat 
which sank within 
minutes of colliding 
with a cargo vessel. 
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THAILAND’S junta chief has said he is 
willing to provide testimony about his 
involvement in a deadly 2010 military 
crackdown on anti-government pro-
testers in Bangkok that left more than 
90 dead.

Prayut Chan-O-Cha, an army leader 
who seized power last May, is often 
described as the architect of the crack-
down which ended months of street 
protests by “Red Shirt” supporters 
loyal to ousted premier Thaksin Shina-

watra, one of the bloodiest chapters in  
Thailand’s recent turbulent history.

Last week the kingdom’s anti-graft 
agency recommended that the two ci-
vilian leaders in charge at the time – 
former Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva 
and his deputy Suthep Thaugsuban – 
should face an abuse of power investi-
gation for ordering the crackdown.

Speaking to reporters on February 
26, Mr  Prayut said he was willing to 
submit evidence to the body investigat-

ing Mr Abhisit and Mr Suthep. 
But he played down the prospect of 

appearing at an NACC hearing in per-
son.

“I am ready to give information, al-
though some information can be given 
in the form of documents without me 
attending,” Mr Prayut said.

“Please don’t see this as a big issue,” 
he added.

The junta chief then batted 
away a question over whether the 

probe against Mr Abhisit and Mr 
Suthep, both staunch supporters of  
Thailand’s military establishment, 
might cause “trouble” for the army, 
gruffly replying, “What trouble?”

Mr Prayut has always denied any 
wrongdoing over the 2010 violence, 
saying troops were forced to confront 
armed protesters, many of whom were 
dressed in black, after months of dem-
onstrations that had paralysed down-
town Bangkok.

But the prospect of the current 
prime minister – as well as the former 
top army officer – appearing in court is 
likely to revive awkward questions over 
the role of the military in the bloody 
episode, which also left parts of com-
mercial Bangkok ablaze.

While some among the Red Shirt 
demonstrators carried weapons, many 
academics and human rights investiga-
tors say scores of unarmed protesters 
and bystanders were cut down by sol-
diers’ bullets, including medics and two 
foreign journalists.

The National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission last week concluded that inno-
cent people were among those killed.

Campaigners accuse rifle-toting 
soldiers of opening fire from the  
elevated train tracks that run through 
downtown Bangkok.

No soldier or military official has 
been convicted or punished over the 
crackdown.

The kingdom has been battered by a 
decade-long political crisis that broadly 
pits Bangkok’s middle class and royalist 
elites, backed by parts of the military, 
against rural and working-class voters 
loyal to Mr Thaksin and his sister Ms 
Yingluck, who was toppled as premier 
by Mr Prayut in May.

The country’s interventionist mili-
tary has staged 19 successful or at-
tempted coups since 1932.

Mr Prayut’s coup has seen martial 
law imposed across Thailand with the 
media muzzled, criticism of the junta 
forbidden and political gatherings of 
more than five people banned.

In an indication some restrictions 
could remain long after martial law is 
lifted, the country’s junta-appointed 
parliament on February 26 = unani-
mously passed a bill restricting public 
protest during its first reading.

“The main details are that people 
have to ask permission before gather-
ing,” Wallop Tungkananurak, a mem-
ber of the National Legislative Assem-
bly, said.

The law would also keep any protest 
at least 150 metres (500 feet) away from 
key government buildings, Mr Wallop 
added.

Massive street protests have 
scorched Thailand’s political landscape 
since Mr Thaksin’s overthrow in 2006, 
with state offices frequently besieged or 
occupied by rival political camps. – AFP

Prayut to testify on deadly 2010 protests





LONDON

WORLD leaders have proved “shame-
ful and ineffective” in failing to protect 
civilians from groups like Islamic State 
(IS), Amnesty International said last 
week, calling 2014 a “catastrophic” year.

In its 415-page annual report de-
tailing abuses in 160 countries, the 
group accused governments of “pre-
tending the protection of civilians is 
beyond their power”.

The report singled out the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) for 
criticism, with Amnesty’s secretary 
general Shalil Shetty saying it had 
“miserably failed” to protect civilians.

The five permanent UNSC mem-
bers – Britain, China, France, Russia 
and the US – “consistently abused” 
their veto right to “promote their po-
litical self-interest or geopolitical in-
terest above the interest of protecting 
civilians”, he added.

The report said millions of civilians 
had been affected by conflict from 
Syria to Ukraine, Gaza to Nigeria. The 
number of displaced people around 
the world exceeded 50 million last 
year for the first time since the end of 
World War II.

“2014 was a catastrophic year for 
millions caught up in violence,” said 
Mr Shetty.

“The global response to conflict 
and abuses by states and armed 
groups has been shameful and ineffec-
tive. As people suffered an escalation 
in barbarous attacks and repression, 
the international community has been 
found wanting.”

It warned that the situation would 
get worse this year unless leaders took 
immediate action. Amnesty is now 
urging the five states to give up their 
right to veto action in cases where 
genocide and other mass killings are 
being committed. 

This proposal is similar to a push 
being led by France with the backing 
of 70 countries, but Amnesty hopes its 
support will give the idea fresh impe-
tus. It believes the move would give 
the UN a better chance to save civilian 
lives in conflict zones.

Amnesty also urged all states to 
abide by a treaty regulating the inter-
national arms trade which came into 
force last year, saying this could help 
stop huge shipments of weapons to 
countries like Syria and Iraq.

In addition, it called for new re-
strictions on the use of explosive 
weapons like mortars and rockets in 
populated areas.

The human rights group, which 
says it has 7 million campaigners 
worldwide, sharply criticised the Eu-
ropean Union’s response to the 4 mil-
lion Syrian refugees displaced by con-
flict in the world’s worst refugee crisis.

By the end of 2014, only 150,000 

Syrian refugees were living in EU 
states, it said, while 3400 refugees and 
migrants had died in the Mediterra-
nean Sea trying to make their way to 
Europe.

“The response of the EU and its 
member states was, with few excep-
tions, driven above all by the desire to 
keep them out,” the report said.

Mr Shetty added that the European 
response to the problem was “actually 
pushing people into the water of the 
Mediterranean”.

The report said only 2 percent of 
refugees from Syria had been resettled 
by the end of last year, and called for 
this figure to at least triple this year.

Overall, armed groups like IS, Boko 
Haram and Shebab were found to 
have committed abuses in 35 coun-
tries last year, Amnesty said – over 
one in five of those investigated for the  
report. 

– AFP

UN powers should lose 
genocide veto; Amnesty

Amnesty International France President Genevieve Garrigos presents on February 
24 the 2014-2015 report during a press conference  in Paris. Photo: AFP
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TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
CTBAT International Co. Limited, a company organized 
under the laws of Hong Kong carrying on business as and having 
its principal office at 29th Floor, Oxford House, Taikoo Place, 
979 King’s Road, Island East, Hong Kong is the owner and sole 
proprietor of the following Trademarks :-

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7696/2014

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7697/2014

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7698/2014

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7699/2014
Used in respect of :-”Cigarettes; tobacco; tobacco products; 
lighters; matches; smokers’ articles.”
(International Class 34)

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. British American Tobacco Ltd, 
         Attorneys at Law, U.K.)
Dated. 2nd March, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Ishin Hotels Group Co., Ltd., a company organised and existing 
under the laws of Japan, of 4-3-13, Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo 
105-0001, Japan, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 3820/2012
in respect of “Class 43: Hotel; banqueting services; restaurants; 
restaurant services provided by hotels; cafes; bar services; wine 
bar services; professional consultancy relating to hotels”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Ishin Hotels Group Co., Ltd. 
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 2 March 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION
PERFETTI VAN MELLE BENELUX B.V. of Zoete Inval, 
20 - 4815 HK Breda - The Netherlands, is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following Trade Mark:

Mentos Fresh Action
Reg.No.IV/8584/2012

in respect of “Class 30: Confectionery, bubble gum, chewing gum,  
chocolate, coffee, cocoa, chew candies, candies, drops, jellies 
(confectionery), lollipops, mints, pastry, sugar, sweets, toffee, 
liquorice, pastilles”.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade 
Mark or other infringements will be dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate
LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)
For PERFETTI VAN MELLE BENELUX B.V.
#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. March 2, 2015





BEIJING

WAsHINGTON

BEIJING has imposed a one-year ban 
on imports of ivory carvings, but ques-
tions remained on its effect on rising 
Chinese demand, which critics say 
could push wild African elephants to 
extinction within a generation.

The move on February 26 came days 
ahead of a visit to China by Britain’s 
Prince William, who has campaigned 
against illegal wildlife trafficking and is 
expected to speak on the issue during 
a stop in the southwestern province of 
Yunnan on March 4.

The measure was announced by Chi-
na’s State Forestry Administration in a 
statement posted on its website.

China is a signatory to the Conven-
tion on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species (CITES), but conser-
vationists say it is the world’s largest 
consumer of illegal ivory, with skyrock-
eting demand leading to the slaugh-
ter of tens of thousands of African  
elephants each year. 

But the Chinese move may prove 
largely symbolic as most illegal ivory is 
smuggled raw, and there is a significant 
ivory processing industry inside the 
country.

Regulated sales of ivory carvings are 
legal in China, which has a long tradi-
tion of such decoration, and items are 
popular with Chinese collectors who 
see them as a valuable investment.

The raw material is often intricately 
carved to depict anything from devo-
tional Buddhist scenes to wildlife and 
bizarre fantasies. It is also turned into 
the seals or “chops” used to sign docu-
ments, and more mundane household 
objects such as chopsticks.

Under CITES, almost all interna-
tional commerce in ivory is banned, al-
though some limited categories such as 
licensed hunting trophies are legal and 
there have been occasional approved 
“one-off” sales of stockpiles by African 
countries. 

Campaigners condemn such  

disposals as actually providing cover to 
the illegal trade.

The one-year timeframe for the ban 
on carving imports “is designed to as-
sess the effects”, Xinhua reported, but 
it was not clear what, if any, impact it 
would have.

An official at the State Forestry Ad-
ministration said that China’s last ma-
jor legal ivory acquisition was in 2008, 
when 62 tonnes were purchased at a 
one-off auction, and since then “there 
have not been significant imports”.

Globally, the vast majority of illegal 
ivory seizures by weight are of the raw 
material, according to CITES’ Elephant 
Trade Information System database, 
documents on the CITES website show 
–  more than 90 percent in 2011.

Chinese forestry ministry official 
Yan Xun said in May 2013 that the coun-
try had 37 legal ivory processing firms 
and 145 sales companies according to 
Chinese media reports.

Between 800 to 900 smuggling 
cases are detected in China every year, 
according to customs statistics cited by 
the state-run Beijing Youth Daily, which 
said more than half of businesses deal-
ing in legal ivory are also involved in il-
legal trade.

China has come under increasing 
international pressure on the issue in 
recent months. 

Last year, Prince William appeared 
in an advert against the illegal wild-
life trade along with footballer David 
Beckham and Chinese basketball su-
perstar Yao Ming, who said, “I want our  

children to be able to see elephants in 
the wild.”

A joint report in December from 
Save the Elephants and The Aspinall 
Foundation campaign groups found 
that more than 100,000 wild elephants 
were killed from 2010 to 2012, with their 
slaughter largely fuelled by the “out of 
control” illegal ivory trade in China.

China is making efforts to stem the 
trade, the report’s authors said, includ-
ing closing down at least 10 officially 
designated factories and jailing hun-
dreds of dealers, but the measures were 
not going far enough.

Researchers said prices for raw ivory 
in China had risen from US$750 per 
kilogram in 2010 to $2100 in 2014.

“Every metric on the ivory trade has 
exploded upward in recent years,” they 
said. 

But Chinese officials have denied 
that demand in the country is rising.

Meng Xianlin, executive director-
general of the Endangered Species Im-
port and Export Management Office of 
China, told the state-run China Daily 
newspaper that “the scale of illegal ivo-
ry production is way smaller than legal 
production”.

The number of wildlife smuggling 
cases in China dropped 70 percent last 
year from 2013, the paper reported. 
Chinese foreign ministry spokesper-
son Hong Lei said on February 26 that 
bringing an end to poaching and the il-
legal ivory trade “requires joint efforts 
from all parties”.

– AFP

China bans carved ivory 
imports for one year

NORTH Korea appears poised to ex-
pand its nuclear program over the next 
five years and in a worst-case scenario 
could possess 100 atomic arms by 2020, 
US researchers have warned.

Cutting-edge European companies 
could be unwittingly contributing to 
Pyongyang’s suspect nuclear program 
with their equipment diverted to the 
isolated country via China, they said.

Unveiling the first results of what 
will be a 15-month study, Joel Wit, sen-
ior fellow at the US-Korea Institute at 
Johns Hopkins University, said last 
week that some of their conclusions 
were very “disturbing”.

Although North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram remains shrouded in uncertainty, 
Pyongyang is currently believed to have 
a stockpile of some 10 to 16 nuclear 
weapons fashioned from either pluto-
nium or weapons-grade uranium.

Using satellite imagery, North  

Korean media reports and their deep 
knowledge of nuclear programs, Mr 
Wit and renowned non-proliferation 
expert David Albright have drawn up 
three possible future scenarios based on 
the progress made by Pyongyang from 
2009 to 2014.

Those years, which followed the 
2008 collapse of international six-party 
nuclear talks, were “banner years” for 
Pyongyang’s nuclear program and mis-
sile systems development, Mr Wit said.

“For these kinds of programs there 
have been developments that make it 
at least more possible to predict the 
future,” Mr Wit told reporters. “We’re 
making our best guess about the future 
... We’re estimating the future, just like 
intelligence agencies do.”

In the first scenario, Pyongyang 
would almost double its stockpile to 
about 20 weapons, including plutoni-
um-based weapons which have been 

miniaturised sufficiently to be mounted 
on its Rodong-class medium-range bal-
listic missile, capable of reaching Japan.

In the second, most likely scenario, 
North Korea continues its current tra-
jectory and manages to produce 50 
weapons by 2020. 

It would also make significant ad-
vances in miniaturisation technology, 
enabling it to mount warheads on a 
new generation of intermediate-range 
ballistic missiles.

In what Mr Wit dubbed “the worst 
case scenario”, the North Korean stock-
pile would grow more rapidly to 100 
weapons and make “significant advanc-
es” in weapons designs to enable it to 
potentially deploy battlefield and tacti-
cal weapons.

“This is a pretty scary scenario, 
where we are seeing a dramatic expan-
sion in North Korea’s stockpile,” Mr Wit 
said. – AFP

N Korea could have 100 nuclear 
arms within 5 years, report warns

‘Every metric on 
the ivory trade has 
exploded upwards 
in recent years.’

Report by save the Elephants and 
The Aspinall Foundation

An ivory folding fan is displayed in a crafts shop in Hangzhou, in east China’s 
Zhejiang province, on February 27. Photo: AFP
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WWRD  IPCO LLC, of 2711 Centerville Road, Suite 400, 
Wilmington, DE 19808, United States of America,  is the Owner 
of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 536/2000
in respect of “Articles of Earthenware, Porcelain, Chinaware and 
Glassware”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  WWRD  IPCO LLC
P. O. Box 60, Yangon.
E-mail:  makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 2 March 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
SANWA ELECTRIC INSTRUMENT CO., LTD., a Company 
incorporated in Japan, of 4-4, Sotokanda 2-chome, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo, Japan, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

SANWA
Reg. No.  2676/1995

in respect of “Electric measuring apparatus and instruments”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  SANWA  ELECTRIC  INSTRUMENT  CO., LTD.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 2 March 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
HSBC Holdings plc., of 8 Canada Square, London, E14 5HQ, 
United Kingdom, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

H S B C
Reg. No. 6243/1997

in respect of “Financial; banking, insurance, stock-broking and 
investment services; all included in Class 36”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  HSBC  Holdings  plc.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 2 March 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Novartis  International  Pharmaceuticals  Limited,  a company 
incorporated  in Bermuda, of P. O. Box HM 2899, Hamilton HR 
LX, Bermuda, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

FAMVIR
Reg. No. 598/1994

in respect of “anti-viral preparations for the treatment of herpes”.  
 
Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Novartis  International  Pharmaceuticals  Limited
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 2 March 2015
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Shame.
Stigma.

Discrimination. 
Unemployment.

Welcome to the world of 
the HIV positive.

Photo: Kaung Htet
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T HE sign at the entrance to the restaurant reads, 
“Customers can eat here safely. We do not employ 
HIV-positive staff .” It is not the only business 
that refuses jobs to HIV-infected people, since 
deliberate workplace discrimination based on 

a worker’s HIV-positive status is a common practice in 
Myanmar.

Ma Pa Pa, 35, is HIV-positive.  She used to work at a 
jewellery shop, but when her husband died of AIDS, the shop 
owner forced her to be tested for the disease.  “When I tested 
positive, they gave me one month’s salary and kicked me out,” 
she said. “The owner also threatened to tell other shops that 
I was HIV-positive if I tried to fi nd a new job,” she added.

“It was a very diffi  cult time for me. I had no income to 
pay for my treatment or my daughter’s school fees, and I had 
little chance of fi nding a new job.”

According to the Joint United Nations Programme on 
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), an estimated 35 million people globally 
were living with HIV in 2013, and 2.1 million people became 
newly infected with the virus. In the same year, an estimated 
1.5 million died of AIDS-related illnesses. 

UNAIDS estimates that there were 190,000 people living 
with HIV in Myanmar in 2013, with about 6400 becom-
ing newly infected. Infection is especially prevalent among 
injecting drug-users (18.7 percent), MSM and trans-genders 
(10.4pc), and sex-workers (8.1pc).

Discrimination against people living with HIV in Myan-
mar is due to basic misinformation about the virus and how 
it is transmitted, says Ma Pa Pa, who is now working at a lo-
cal NGO as a peer to provide healthcare to other HIV-positive 
people.

Commonly held beliefs about HIV-positive people are that 
infection is the result of personal irresponsibility or moral 
fault, such as infi delity, or that it can be easily transmitted 
via contact with infected people. In the workplace, people 
living with HIV may suff er stigma from their co-workers and 
employers or experience discriminatory practices, such as 
termination or refusal of employment.

“People who are living with HIV have to take a lot of time 
off  work to go to the clinic for treatment, so it’s not easy to 
fi nd a company that will employ us,” said Ma Pa Pa.

She believes the government should do more to provide 
job opportunities for people living with HIV because of the 
discrimination they face when looking for work.

Daw Mya Mya works in a photography studio in down-
town Yangon. She doesn’t tell anyone that she is HIV-posi-
tive. “I was infected by my husband, who passed away fi ve 
years ago. Only my son knows,” she said.

She goes to a free NGO clinic in Pazundaung township for 
her treatment, and lives in fear that she will run into some-
one she knows through work.

“I take special care not to do anything at work that might 
make me bleed. Whenever I’m told to do something using a 
knife, I ask someone else to do it,” said Daw Mya Mya, who 
says she feels guilty about lying to people, but knows that 
she will not fi nd another job if she tells her employer she is 
infected.

“I know I shouldn’t lie, but I don’t accept the discrimina-
tion HIV-positive people have to face, and I can’t aff ord to 
lose my job. So I decided to keep my mouth shut. But the 
fear of being found out keeps me awake at night,” she said in 
tears.

After she graduated, Ma Htwe Htwe Myint bought a small 
fabric shop in the city. But her life turned upside down in 
2003 when she discovered she was HIV-positive.

“My family sent me away to a village because they were 
worried I would infect them if I lived in the same house. 
None of my relatives visited me in the village because they 
were afraid,” she said.

A year later, she moved back to Yangon to undergo anti-
retroviral therapy. Since she started receiving treatment her 
condition has improved, but her family still refuse to speak 
to her and her father has warned her not to go near them.

“I didn’t do anything wrong. I didn’t have sex with a lot of 
men. I fell in love with one man and married him, but every-
one treats me like I have a lack of morality,” she said.

Ma Htwe Htwe Myint did not have enough money to re-
open her fabric shop, so she opened a small snack shop near 
a school in her local area.

“Parents wouldn’t allow their children to buy snacks from 
my shop because they were afraid they would get infected 
with HIV, so I had to close,” she said.

Depressed and lonely, Ma Htwe Htwe Myint moved to Hla-
ing Tharyar township to look for work with a local HIV NGO.

“I thought if I stayed with other infected people, they 
would understand me better,” she said. She started working 
as a cleaner at the NGO, but when staff  learned she had a 
degree they were quick to off er her a new role.

“They found out that I was skilled in maths and English 
and asked me to do their accounting, which I was happy to 
do,” she said.

Now, Ma Htwe Htwe Myint is the secretary of the Myan-
mar Positive Women Network (MPWN) and campaigns for 
better healthcare and support for small businesses on behalf 
of women with HIV.

“Being able to start our own businesses is important. If 
we try to fi nd work with other people we face discrimination. 
No one wants to work with us. Besides, we have to take a lot 
of medical leave, and we can’t do any jobs that might cause 
us to bleed, so we require a lot of patience and understand-
ing from our employers,” she said.

Dr Kyaw Hlaing, a community mobilisation and network-
ing adviser for UNAIDS, said many HIV-positive people 
suff ered from self-stigma, in eff ect discriminating against 
themselves, as well as fearing discrimination from others.

“They face discrimination because people lack knowledge 
of HIV, so fi nally they are even afraid to get tested,” he said. 

In 2013, UNAIDS launched the “#zerodiscrimination” 
campaign with support from Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, UN-
AIDS Global Advocate for Zero Discrimination, and last year 
it designated March 1 as annual Zero Discrimination Day.

“Last year, our theme was ‘Join the transformation’, which 
aimed to encourage everyone to help transform stereotypes 
about HIV-positive people,” said Dr Kyaw Hlaing. “This year’s 
theme is ‘Open Up, Reach Out’ to people with HIV,” said Dr 
Kyaw Hlaing.

UNAIDS plans to conduct research into discrimination 
against people living with AIDS and HIV-positive people in 
Myanmar. It is hoped that the results will be out later this 
year.

Some names have been changed to protect identities. 

Suff ering in
    silence
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BIRDMAN – a showbiz satire 
about the dark side of fame 
– soared to Oscars glory on 
February 22, taking four 
Academy Awards including 

the coveted best picture prize on 
Hollywood’s biggest night.

Emotions ran high at the Dolby 
Theatre on an evening marked by 
political statements about women’s 
rights, racial equality and the lives of 
Mexican migrants.

And there was disappointment 
for the team behind coming-of-age 
drama Boyhood, a longtime best 
picture favourite that lost steam as 
Tinseltown’s awards season came to 
a close, with just one prize for best 
supporting actress, Patricia Arquette, 
out of six nominations.

Birdman, the fanciful yet dark 
story of a washed-up superhero film 
actor battling to revive his career on 
Broadway, was a grand triumph for 
Mexican director Alejandro Gonzalez 
Inarritu, who personally won three of 
the film’s four golden statuettes.

“Fear is the condom of life. It 
doesn’t allow you to enjoy things,” 
Inarritu said of the creative process 
behind his film, which won plaudits 
for its long, complex, unbroken shots 
– looking like one continuous take.

“So I took the condom off and it 
felt real.”

Stylist crime caper The Grand 
Budapest Hotel also won four Oscars, 
but several of them came in technical 
categories, while jazz drumming 
drama Whiplash scored three, 
including best supporting actor for 
veteran actor J K Simmons.

Veteran Julianne Moore took 

best actress as a professor suffering 
from early onset Alzheimer’s disease 
in Still Alice, while best actor went 
to Britain’s Eddie Redmayne as 
astrophysicist Stephen Hawking in 
The Theory of Everything. Redmayne, 
33, dedicated his Oscar to people like 
Hawking suffering from Amyotrophic 
Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) and thanked 
the academic’s family. Hawking 
later congratulated Redmayne in a 
Facebook post. 

“Well done Eddie, I’m very proud 
of you,” the wheelchair-bound 
academic said.

Inarritu, the second Mexican in a 
row to take the best director Oscar 
after Alfonso Cuaron won last year for 
Gravity, dedicated his award to his 
fellow countrymen.

Talking about Mexican immigrants 
living in the United States, he said, “I 

just pray that they can be treated with 
the same dignity and respect as the 
ones who came before and built this 
incredible immigrant nation.”

Disney’s Big Hero 6 was named 
best animated feature, while Poland’s 
Ida took the best foreign language 
film prize.

Host Neil Patrick Harris launched 
the three-and-a-half-hour show with 
a song and dance routine about the 
movie industry itself – including a 
joke about the lack of any non-white 
actors in the four acting categories.

“Tonight, we honour Hollywood’s 
best and whitest ... sorry, brightest,” 
he said, earning laughs from the star-
studded audience.

Arquette hit a political note in 
accepting her prize, giving a shoutout 
to “every woman who gave birth to 
every taxpayer and citizen of this 
nation.”

“We have fought for everybody’s 
equal rights,” she said. “It is our time 
to have wage equality once and for 
all and equal rights for women in the 
United States of America.” 

The biggest standing ovation of 
the night honoured Selma, about civil 
rights icon Martin Luther King Jr.

The film, while nominated for 
best picture, controversially failed to 
secure nods for British actor David 
Oyelowo and director Ava DuVernay.

In the end, it won for best original 
song for the rousing “Glory” – and the 
A-list audience rose to their feet after 
John Legend and Common performed 
the song. 

Oyelowo was seen with tears 
pouring down his face.

“We live in the most incarcerated 
country in the world,” Legend said as 
he accepted his Oscar. 

“There are more black men under 
correctional control today than there 
were under slavery in 1850.”

There was also a political edge to 
the best documentary Oscar winner: 
Citizenfour, about the leaking of 
classified US government documents 
by former National Security Agency 
contractor Edward Snowden.

Snowden, who lives in exile in 
Russia, hailed the film’s triumph.

“My hope is that this award will 

encourage more people to see the 
film and be inspired by its message 
that ordinary citizens, working 
together, can change the world,” he 
said.

Among the funniest moments of 
the night was when Harris appeared 
on stage in only his underwear, at the 
end of a backstage skit mimicking a 
scene from Birdman.

John Travolta also got his 
comeuppance for flubbing singer 
Idina Menzel’s name at last year’s 
show as he introduced her to sing 
“Let It Go,” the Oscar-winning song 
from Frozen.

Harris took a dig at Travolta, 
joking that Benedict Cumberbatch 
is how the Pulp Fiction star would 
pronounce Ben Affleck. Menzel then 
introduced him as “Glom Gazingo.”

“I deserve that,” Travolta said.
Lady Gaga brought the house 

down with a soaring medley of songs 

from the classic The Sound of Music 
to mark its 50th anniversary – before 
welcoming actress Julie Andrews 
onto the stage.

An In Memoriam section paid 
tribute to stars and filmmakers 
who died in 2014, including Robin 
Williams, Lauren Bacall and Mike 
Nichols. But eyebrows were raised 
about the absence of Joan Rivers, 
as well as Italian director Francesco 
Rosi.

Harris faced a tough act to 
follow after talk show hostess Ellen 
DeGeneres’ turn last year, which 
included the celebrity selfie retweeted 
millions of times.

But initial reactions of his 
performance were positive.

“First impressions suggest 
Harris is the right guy for what can 
admittedly be a rather thankless job,” 
said Variety television critic Brian 
Lowry. – AFP

Michael ThURSTON

Director Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu poses with his Oscars for Best Original 
Screenplay, Best Director, and Best Motion Picture for ‘Birdman’ at the 87th 
Annual Academy Awards on February 22 in Hollywood, California. Photo: AFP/
Jason Merritt

Winner for Best Actor Eddie Redmayne accepts his award from Cate Blanchett on stage at the 87th Oscars on February 22 
in Hollywood, California. Photo: AFP/Robyn Beck

‘Tonight, 
we honour 
Hollywood’s best 
and whitest ... 
sorry, brightest’
Neil Patrick Harris

‘Birdman’ soars
to Oscars glory

Actress Julianne Moore accepts her Oscar for Best Actress for Still Alice during the 
87th Oscars on February 22 in Hollywood, California. Photo: AFP/Frederic J Brown
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aqUaRiUS | Jan 20 – Feb 18

this week, focus on bringing 
your vision for a better future 
into being. Believe in the 
possibility of meaningful, 
substantial and sustainable 

change. of course, it will not come 
overnight. start with small steps: make 
the phone call you have been putting off, 
do some de-cluttering and sort out your 
finances. 

GeMiNi | may 21 – June 20

use the gift of freedom that 
has been bestowed upon you 
for self-betterment. Be sure 
to do good – not imaginary 
good but real good. don’t 

forget your social responsibilities. this 
week, do not be afraid to ask for help in 
dealing with a challenge at work. learn 
the name of those who open doors for you 
every day.

liBRa | sept 23 – oct 22

Accept a challenge with 
enthusiasm this week, and 
you will reap significant 
rewards. You may have been 
struggling to make a difficult 

decision, but the full moon will bring 
clarity to light the way. do not respond to 
a failure with sorrow: embrace the 
opportunity for learning that comes from 
making mistakes. Avoid sugary foods.

aRieS | mar 21 – Apr 19

the circle of the full moon 
is always full of incidents. 
Be wary of making hasty 
decisions around the 5th, 
for the matter concerning 

you is not one that should be handled 
lightly. the time has come to affirm your 
own aspirations. Know that man’s 
destiny is nowhere spelled out. You will 
receive some good news towards the 
end of the week.

leO | July 23 – Aug 22

A good leader is one who 
uses influence over 
power. understand that 
to be a successful leader 
you also need to be a 

follower. You will have to make some 
sacrifices this week: everything in life 
has a price. matters of love have been 
concerning you of late, but the full 
moon will relieve you of your anxiety. 
Buy a potted plant.

SaGiTTaRiUS | Nov 22 – dec 21

All great art is in conflict with 
the society within which it 
exists. do not be afraid to 
express yourself as an 
individual, even if you are 

met with resistance. Be prepared to face 
the unexpected as turbulence arises 
around the full moon of the 5th.  Challenge 
yourself to take on a big responsibility and 
you will be opulently rewarded.

piSceS | Feb 19 – march 20

An inability to choose is 
a hallmark of anxiety. 
Focus on better 
management of the 
distractions in your life 
this week and utilise the 
gift of concentration. 

Your self-confidence has been lacking of 
late, but accept an invitation around the full 
moon of the 5th and you will find that you are 
more significant in the lives of others than 
you give yourself credit for.

caNceR | June 21 – July 22

No great work has ever 
been produced except 
after a long period of 
mediation. You may not 
be accustomed to 

stillness, but now is the time to learn 
its merits. turn off your phone and 
take some time out. Attending an 
event this week will increase your 
social network. When choosing a 
partner, ensure you value sincerity 
above intelligence.

ScORpiO | oct 23 – Nov 21

A promotion is on the 
horizon, but only if you 
demonstrate learning from 
lessons past. make one 
positive change this week.  

Get away from your screen. take a walk. 
Focus on self reflection, and know 
increased consciousness comes not 
only from thinking but from thinking 
about thinking. routine poses a risk to 
our well-being – it’s time to try 
something new.

TaURUS | Apr 20 – may 20

the first step to attaining 
wisdom is to have a clear 
grasp of reality. Believe that 
reason is a better guide than 
emotion. life cannot be fully 

enjoyed when one eye is always open in 
the spirit of cautiousness: remember that 
beautiful music can only be appreciated 
with both eyes closed. Be wary of a 
strange-looking fellow on the eve of the 
full moon.

ViRGO | Aug 23 – sept 22

No matter your age, a 
creative mind that is full of 
desire will always be a 
youthful one. do not view 
your current instability as a 

problem. instead, delight in the sense of 
freedom that comes with a lack of routine. 
surround yourself with creativity. Visit a 
gallery. let yourself be inspired. let 
integrity guide you when confronted with a 
challenge later in the week.

capRicORN | dec 22 – Jan 19

difficult times are ahead. 
retain self-control at all 
times, as this is the only way 
to remain energetic and 
keep your mind free from 

fear. it’s time to transform boredom into 
creative activity. selflessly helping others 
will bring great happiness this week. 
expect big changes in your love life, but 
ensure you keep communication simple 
to avoid misunderstanding.

ART
Until March 3 “Contemporary Art”.  A 
collection of artwork by 14 Myanmar 
contemporary artists. Yangon Gallery, 
People’s Park, Ahlone Road and Pyay 
Road 10am-6pm
March 1-22 Yangon Art and Heritage 
Festival. Various events at venues 
across the city (see page 54). 
For more information visit www.
yangonartandheritage.com
March 1-10 “CNK Solo 2015” by Artist 
Chan Nyein Kyaw. Featuring over 60 
landscapes depicting rural Myanmar. 
Gallery 65, 65 Yawmingyi Road, Dagon 
10am-6pm
March 1-15 “Building Histories”, Nine 
contemporary artists from Southeast 
Asia, five local artists and four artists from 
neighbors countries tell new histories 
linked to the old. Goethe-Villa, 8 Ko 
Min Ko Chin Road (next to the Golden 
Butterfly Hotel), Bahan 10am-7pm  
March 1-7 “About Yangon: Extension” 
2nd solo show by artist MKM, featuring 
a collection of acrylic paintings. Lokanat 
Galleries, 62 Pansodan Street (1st floor), 
Kyauktada 10am-6pm 
March 1-8 “My Past, My Self”. Solo show 
by abstract artist Thar Gyi as part of the 
Yangon Art and Heritage Festival. River 
Gallery 2, 33-35, 37th and 38th Street 
4-6pm
March 2-8 “Like Flower Like Leaf” 
art by female artists in celebration of 
International Women’s Day. Think Art 
Gallery, 23 Nawaday Street, Dagon 
10am-6pm
March 2-8 “Myanmar Muse” an 
exhibition curated by Zwe Mon and Sue 
Sue. Pansodan Scene, 144 Pansodan 
Street, Kyauktada 10am-6pm
March 6-7 “As they see it”. Photographs 
by children who have been taking part 
in workshops on Lanthit Jetty. A silent 
auction of the photographs will raise 
funds to gift each child with a camera of 
their own. Helping Hands, 928 Ngar Htat 
Gyi Pagoda Street 6-9pm March 6, 10am-
6pm March 7

FILM
Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top Royal, 
Shae Shaung (1, 2) and Nay Pyi Taw 
cinemas are 10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 
6:30pm and 9:30pm.
Start times at Junction Square and 
Juntion Maw Tin are 9:30am, 12:30pm, 
3:30pm and 6:30pm daily and 9:30am, 
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm 
on Friday and Saturday.
Start times at Mingalar San Pya are 10am, 

12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm.
Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Black Hat. Directed by Michael Mann. 
American action thriller. 
Rock Angel.  Directed by Puttipong 
Pormsaka Na-Sakonnakorn. Thai drama. 
I Fine Thank You Love You. Directed by 
Mez Tharatorn. Thai comedy drama.  
Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 2, 
Myaynigone
Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal. Directed 
by Peter Pau and Zhao Tianyu. 3D fantasy-
adventure.
Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda 
Road, Kyauktada 
Kingsman: The Secret Service. Directed 
by Matthew Vaughn. Spy action comedy.
Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal.   
Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
Jupiter Ascending. Directed by Lana and 
Andy Wachowski.  Space opera.
Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw
Extreme Fox. Directed by Wellson Chin. 
Chinese ghost story.
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
Kingsman: The Secret Service
Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal.

MUSIC
March 2 Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 
Inya Road, Bahan 9:30-11:30pm
March 3 Myanmar Girls Acoustic Set 
(concert). Cocoon Café & Bar, 22/24 Shin 
Saw Pu, corner of Baho Road, Sanchaung 
7:30pm 
March 3 Songwriter toolkit workshop. 
Experienced songwriter Adam Nicholas 
shares some of the basic concepts of 
songwriting including tricks that will help 
you develop your ideas into full songs. 
Mojo Bar, 135 Inya Road, Bahan 3:30pm

MISC
March 2 Trivia night. Free beer pitcher for 
round winners and winning team gets 
a K30,000 bar tab. 50th Bar, 50th Street 
(lower block) 8pm
March 2-8 Yangon Women’s Festival – 
various events at venues across the city 
(see page 54). 
March 3 Gallery conversation and drinks. 
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street, 
Kyaukada 7pm-late

Got an event?
List it in What’s On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

MARCh 2 - 8
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A history of Buddhism
in colonial Burma

Literary awards seek to keep Myanmar writing

M OST academic 
research fails to 
attract much attention 
beyond a narrow circle 
of devotees, more’s 

the pity. But the interested reader 
will profi t greatly from a fascinating 
work just published: Saving 
Buddhism: The Impermanence 
of Religion in Colonial Burma by 
American historian Alicia Turner. 
Turner is Associate Professor of 
Humanities and Religious Studies 
at York University in Toronto, 
Canada, and editor of The Journal 
of Burma Studies. Her synthesis, 
presented by the author on 
January 18 at Pansodan Scene in 
downtown Yangon, allows an in-
depth understanding of the roots of 
today’s complex Myanmar.  

It took a whole decade of 
delving into abstruse sources – 
newspapers, Buddhist journals, 
donation lists, colonial reports – to 
provide Turner with the material 
to write her book. She explores the 
fl uid nature of sãsana (“the life of 
the Buddha’s teachings”), identity 
and religion through a study of 
Buddhist lay associations from 
1890 to 1920.  The period covered, 
then, begins just after the fall of 
the monarchy in Mandalay in 1885 
ended “the lineage of royal Buddhist 
patronage”. What can we learn from 
it?

First, in seeking to understand 
how British colonialism, from 
1824 to 1948, transformed local 
ideas and categories, Turner 
reinvestigates the key role religion 
played in the colonial encounter, 
not only as a mode of passive 

response to foreign domination, 
but as an ordering category for 
colonial rule itself. In other words, 
Turner’s book confi rms that the 
social dynamics in a colonial 
situation are far more complex 
than a confrontation of racial 
groups perceived solely in terms 
of antagonism. Many interactions 
occur at all levels, including the 
religious, between the coloniser and 
the colonised, learning from each 
other through daily contact – even 
if the gap between the goals of the 
colonial state and the Buddhist 
worldview created an irreconcilable 
dissonance.

Second, the book argues that 
a concern that Buddhism was in 
decline during the colonial period 
helped create a new sense of 
identity for Myanmar people, but 
one diff erent from what is today 
called “nationalism”. For Turner, 
the idea of a solid Myanmar nation 
is problematic. This nation is not 
as old or as absolute as histories 
want us to believe. The author 
convincingly defends the idea of the 

existence of a “moral community” 
and a “sense of collective belonging” 
rather than a nation defi ned by 
religion. 

Third, this transformation 
of Buddhism at the turn of the 
20th century caused a massive 
social movement, according to 
Turner. Indeed, Myanmar people 
felt that colonialism was a sign 
that knowledge of the Buddha’s 
sãsana was dangerously slipping 
away. This fear of decline inspired 
action to prevent its irreparable 
loss, especially regarding morals, 
dress, manners, respect for elders 
and conduct – drinking alcohol 
and gambling. For instance, the 
European practice of wearing 
shoes at pagodas quickly became 
a sensitive issue. More worrying, 
“[Boys] abandoned studying in the 
monasteries to attend government 
schools in hopes of a lucrative 
career as a clerk. The monks no 
longer held the same respect."

Amazing stories of Buddhists in 
the colonial period – from petitions 
for vegetarianism done in the name 
of animals, to girls chanting the 
Abhidhamma (the higher teaching 
of the Buddha) in processions, to 
the creation of Buddhist elementary 
and high schools – show how active 
and engaged people were at that 
time, and make Saving Buddhism a 
very lively book.

History usefully teaches us 
the instability of categories. 
Turner’s critical interrogation of 
the terms “religion” and “nation” 
in Myanmar’s case provokes 
a refreshing eff ect. A major 
contribution to ongoing studies on 
comparative colonialism, religious 
transformations, nation, and 
identity in mainland Southeast 
Asia, Saving Buddhism fi nally 
challenges us not to take things 
for granted.

CONTINUING its eff orts to raise 
literary standards and attract new 
readers, the Tun Foundation last 
week held its ninth literary award 
ceremony at the headquarters of 
Myanmar Banks Association in 
Yangon.

Foundation president U Thein 
Tun presented a lifetime literary 
award, three manuscript awards 
and prizes to 13 authors on 
February 21.

“The aims of the Tun Foundation 
Literary Awards are to promote 
the Myanmar literary world, to 
encourage the emergence of better 
literature for the nation and to 
increase the number of readers. 
The prizes encourage the winners 
to make greater literary eff orts,” he 
told participants.

The foundation selected the 
winners from 90 books and 30 
manuscripts (both in Myanmar 
and English) published in 2013, in 
12 genres, including the economy, 
environment, youth, history, 
knowledge and culture.

“We selected U Myint Kywel, who 
has been contributing to Myanmar 
literature for years, for the lifetime 
award,” said U Thein Htun.

Other winners were Thain Lwin, 

Mg Wint Thu, Nay Win San, Lal 
Twin Thar Saw Chit, Mg Mg Han, 
U Thant, Mg Ko Ko, Nat Mauk Tun 
Shain, Dr Chit, U Win Htain, U Sain 
Mg Oo, Paragu, Kyi Kyi Hla, Kaung 
Thant, Nyi Nyi Pe, Mg Nwe Than, 
Dr Kyaw Swe Oo and Mal Ka Lay.

U Win Htain, who won the 
award for the environment category 
with Hygiene and Sanitation 
Manual for Food Safety, said he 
wanted to share his knowledge 

about the benefi ts of hygiene in 
rural areas.

Mal Kalay, whose Nargis Family 
manuscript was selected, said, “This 
is about the children of a family 
devastated by Cyclone Nargis. The 
prize will encourage me to write 
more for children in future.”

The Tun Foundation has 
presented a total of 98 awards for 
books and 40 for manuscripts since 
2006.

Book Review Fashion Focus

aMaURY lORiN

 Monument Books $54.00

Saving Buddhism:
The Impermanence of 
Religion in Colonial Burma
alicia Turner
2014, 221 pages

chiT SU
suwai.chit@gmail.com

The lifetime achievement award is accepted on behalf of writer U Myint Kywel 
at the Tun Foundation Literary Awards on February 21. Photo: Thiri Lu

Vintage glamour sweeps the red carpet
Hollywood’s A-list actresses oozed old-school elegance on the Oscars red carpet on 
February 22, even as rain tumbled down on Tinseltown’s top fashion parade.

Celebs covered up at this year’s event in an array of long, vintage style gowns. A 
cool colour palette proved the popular choice: Actress Amy Adams wore a pale blue 
strapless gown while singer Jennifer Lopez glittered in a silver trailing gown. Another 
key trend for the ladies was lots of pearls and beads. Many of the gowns seen on the 
red carpet were embellished to the max. 

Actresses Margot Robbie and Reese Witherspoon bucked the trend, opting for 
simple monochrome dresses, while Scarlett Johansson rocked a curve-hugging 
Versace halter gown in emerald green. Singer Rita Ora ticked all the vintage glamour 
boxes with a trailing midnight blue gown. 

And the men got in on the act too: Grand Budapest Hotel actor Adrian Brody 
looked sharp in a black and white Dolce & Gabbana tux and Benedict Cumberbatch, 
who missed out on the best actor trophy, channelled 007 in an ivory-white jacket and 
bowtie.

Photos: AFP
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Awards ceremony recognises 
Myanmar's photography talent

T HE 7th Yangon Photo 
Festival came to a close 
with an awards ceremony 
at the Institut Francais on 
February 21, during which 

prizes were awarded for the best 
photo essays submitted by Myanmar 
photographers. 

Over 1200 people attended the 
awards ceremony, presided over by 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, where six 
winners were recognised from a 
total of 80 entries. 

Min Zayyar, a photojournalist 
from Reuters News agency, won 
two awards, scooping first prize for 
his photo essay “Peace be with you” 
as well as winning sixth place with 
“In need of loving care”, both of 
which exposed the living standards 
in IDP camps in Rakhine State. 
The photographer said he did not 
expect to win when he entered the 
competition. 

“I didn’t think I would win – the 
only reason I entered is because I 
wanted to show my photos on the 
big screen to a lot of people,” he 
said. 

Min Zayyar, who also won two 

awards at last year’s festival, said 
that he didn’t think his career as a 
professional photojournalist gave 
him a better chance of winning 
the competition than other 
photographers.  

“In a way it is easier for 
photojournalists because we come 
across a lot of interesting subjects 
while we are working, but on the 
other hand, as we are always on 
assignments we don’t have the 
time to take photos like other 
photographers do,” he said. 

The photographer won a spot on 
a week-long photography workshop 
and his photos will be displayed as 
part of an exhibition in Paris.

Second prize was awarded to 
Khon Lat for his series “Fog of war”, 
and third prize went to Pyay Kyaw 
Aung’s “Give him a chance”.  Ko Myo 
won fourth prize with “Brothers” 
and fifth prize was won by Sai Htin 
Lin Htet for his essay titled “A new 
family”.  

Third-prize winner Pyay Kyaw 
Aung’s series documented the life 
of a young girl who lives and works 
at a rubbish dump with her aim 
of supporting her younger brother 
through education. 

“She is so desperate to go to 

school but her family had to take 
her out of school due to their low 
income. But she still wants her 
brother to get an education so she 
works hard every day at the dump 
collecting things to sell,” said the 
photographer, who lived with the 
girl’s family at the dump for nine 
days to take the photos.

But despite being recognized 
as one of Myanmar’s best 
photographers, Pyay Kyaw Aung 
said he didn’t think he stood a 
chance of winning a prize, and puts 
his win down to his subject not his 
photography skills.

“Many of the contestants are 
much better than me, so I didn’t 
think I’d win. It’s not just the prize 
I’m happy about, it’s more about 
the fact that my efforts have been 
recognised,” said the photographer, 
who was awarded a Canon Camera 
6D.  

The Yangon Photo Festival was 
held from February 13 to 21 at 
venues across the city. Under the 
patronage of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, the purpose of the annual event 
is to exhibit a selection of the best 
works produced around the world 
and to nurture a new generation of 
Myanmar photographers.

NYeiN ei ei hTWe
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

The Yangon Photo Festival judging panel, presided over by Aung San Suu Kyi, 
examine photos during Yangon Photo Night on February 21 at the Institut 
Francais. Photo: Thiri Lu
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Nosey neighbours rejoice
as homeowners open their doors

R ESIDENTS of downtown 
Yangon will be opening 
their homes to the public 
as part of the Yangon Art 
and Heritage Festival. 

Visitors will get a chance to nosey 
around eight houses and one historic 
residence at weekends during the 
festival, being held from March 1 to 
22. 

The project, entitled La Casa: Con-
temporary Art in Domestic Spaces, 
aims to draw attention to important 
heritage sites that are often forgotten 
or not considered as important as  
larger heritage buildings.

La Casa is the brainchild of artists 
and curators Diana Valarezo and 
Jose Abad Lorente, who started the 
project – which blends contemporary 
art exhibitions with non-conventional 
spaces such as private homes, hospi-
tals and schools – in Beijing in 2000. 

“The idea of La Casa came to 
me in 2000 while I was in China. 
At that time, it was difficult to hold 
art exhibitions in Beijing. My friend 
Diana and I came up with the idea of 
exhibiting in people’s houses. It be-
came a tradition,” said Lorente, who 
will also be opening his house during 
the festival. 

A collection of paintings from 
China, Europe and India will be 
displayed in his two-storey house in 
Lanmadaw township. 

“The house is neither beautiful nor 
old. But it looks nice with interesting 
furniture and the kitchen is upstairs, 

which is funny,” said artist Jose, who 
has been renting the house for over 
a year.

The British Ambassador’s Resi-
dence on Alanpya Pagoda Road will 
also be open to visitors. The resi-
dence, which features in the book 30 
Heritage Buildings of Yangon, was 
built in 1927 by the general manager 
of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company. 
He called the house Belmont and fol-
lowed it with additional homes called 
Belwood and Belstone. Belmont is 
today the residence of the British 
ambassador, and senior embassy 
employees are accommodated in the 
residential compound. 

“The residence has interesting his-
tory. It has been home to ambassadors 

since 1948, before which the head of 
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company lived here. 
During the Second World War, General 
Aung San stayed upstairs for a while. 
While he was living here, he suffered 
from malaria and was sent to the hos-
pital, where he met his wife, Daw Khin 
Kyi,” said Andrew Patrick, ambassador 
of the British Embassy, who lives in the 
house.

“I am very pleased to open it 
for the festival. It is very beautiful 
building,” he said.  “In particular the 
garden is very nice. I hope people 
have a chance to look at it.” 

Another home being showcased by 
the project is number 182, 29th Street. 
The attractive four-storey dwelling, 
built in 1962, will exhibit a collection 

of postcards from 1970 to 1980. 
“It is a really nice collection of 

propaganda postcards, political letters 
and love letters. During the time of 
the regime, the artists who illustrated 
and painted the postcards were very 
creative. Old people might recognise 
them but I don’t think young people 
will have seen them before,” said Bob 
Percival, a freelance writer who has 
lived on the top floor of the building 
– a lovely space with lots of light and 
polished wooden floorboards – for 
two-and-a-half years.

Artist San Lin Tun is also opening 
the doors to his home at number 212, 
31st Street. The 20-year-old house will 
display a collection of poems about 
Yangon written by British poets dur-

ing the colonial era. 
“It is strange that the exhibition is 

being held in private homes. I have 
never opened my house to the public 
before,” said San Lin Tun. “I hope the 
project will stimulate visitors’ desire 
to make their houses pleasing.” 

The Yangon Art and Heritage 
festival, titled My Yangon My Home, 
will be held from March 1 to 22 at 
locations around the city.  The La 
Casa project is part of the Yangon Art 
Route, which will create a downtown 
map of Yangon with all the galleries 
located in the area. The map will also 
include the exhibitions in private 
houses. 

For more information, visit 
www.yangonartandheritage.com

NaNdaR aUNG
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com
ZON paNN pWiNT
zonpann08@gmail.com

The British Ambassador’s Residence on Alanpya Pagoda Road is one of the 
houses opening its doors to visitors as part of the Yangon Art and Heritage 
Festival.

Art will be exhibited in eight homes around the city as part of the Yangon Art and 
Heritage Festival. Photos: Aung Htay Hlaing

festival celebrates women in music

IN a celebration culminating in 
International Women’s Day, the 
Yangon Women’s Festival will be 
held from March 2 to 8, presented 
by Stork Agency and Developing 
Music. It will promote women in 
music, the arts and public life. 
Throughout a week of visual arts 
exhibitions, music concerts, movie 
screenings and workshops, the 
festival will create a platform for 
women’s contributions and voices.

“Our ambition is to support 
the role of women in culture but 
also to provide a platform for 
expression and discussion for the 
development of women in arts 
and society,” said Elodie Sobczak, 

project manager of Stork Agency.
At least two events each day 

will be held during the festival, 
as well as two exhibitions. Artists 
in various fields such as visual 
arts, music or cinema will present 
workshops, and Yejimin will will 
host a special event on women’s 
health and hygiene. Every night 
will host a music event with 
live performances by Boys of 
Melodyor and Myanmar Girls, as 
well as events with DJs such as 
Janette Slack, who will perform at 
Gekko and Union.

“Participants will also be 
able to meet and exchange 
with a broad range of people as 
well as learning new skills and 
knowledge by participating to our 
talks and workshops,” he said.

Kayan Beauties, directed by 
Aung Ko Latt, will be screened in 
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex. The 
festival will close on International 
Women’s Day with a special family 
event at the Institut Francais with 
many activities and performances, 
including Acrobatic Chinlone, a 
special concert by Wyne Lay.

“Women in Myanmar have 
always been at the forefront of 
society and political progress. 
Throughout the country’s history, 
women from all regions and 
denominations have played key 
roles in the country’s successes. 
Within media, education, 
business or politics, women 
are increasingly influential and 
encouraging changes in societies.” 
he said.

chiT SU
suwai.chit@gmail.com



the pulse food and drink 55www.mmtimes.com

T APAS are the perfect fi nger 
food for parties and easy to 
prepare. But Spanish tapas 
dishes often include cured 
meats or chorizo sausage, 

which aren’t easy to fi nd in Myanmar 
– so when I’m cooking tapas I have to 
be creative. Sometimes I use minced 
meat mixed with spices, but often I 
have to conjure a few tricks in the 
kitchen. This week I’m sharing with 
you a great trick for making your own 
spiced sausages using those available 
in the supermarket. And it doesn’t 
just work for tapas-style dishes: 
These spicy sausages also make great 
hotdogs for a stress-free weekend 
lunch. Kinds love them, my husband 
loves them and I get to settle down 
with my book for some me-time. 
Perfect. 

SMOKeY Spiced SaUSaGeS 

• 1 pack frozen chicken frankfurter 
sausages
• 2 teaspoon smoked paprika
• 2 teaspoons chilli powder
• 1 large onion
• 3 tablespoons olive oil
• 2 bay leaves

• 1 tablespoon tomato paste
• 1 cup pasata

Defrost the sausages at room 
temperature. Peel and slice the onions 
into rings. Set aside.

When the sausages have defrosted, 
prick each sausage gently with a fork 
a few times. Add a tablespoon of olive 
oil and one bay leaf to a frying pan 
and sauté the sausages for 1 minute 
over a medium heat until they are 
coated with oil. 

Add 1/3 cup of water to the frying 
pan with the sausages and cover with 
a lid. Cook until the water has almost 
evaporated from the pan. Remove the 
lid from the pan and fry the sausages 
until the water has completely 
evaporated. Transfer them to a plate 
and leave to cool for a few minutes. 

Add the remaining olive oil to the 
frying pan with another bay leaf and 
fry the onion over a high heat. Cover 
the pan with a lid but check the onion 
from time to time, stirring when it 
starts to caramelise and ensuring it 
doesn’t burn. When the onion has 
completely caramelised and turned a 
pale brownish colour, remove the lid 
and turn the heat down to medium. 
Let the onions sizzle for a minute. 

Meanwhile, slice the sausages. 
When the onions are ready, add the 
sausages to the frying pan with the 
smoked paprika and chilli powder. Fry 
for 2-3 minutes until the aroma of the 
spices is released. Make a small well 
in the frying pan by pushing all of the 
ingredients to the side of the pan, and 
add the tomato paste. Fry for a few 
seconds before mixing together all of 
the ingredients. Add the pasata to the 
pan and simmer for 15 minutes. 

Serve with cooked pasta, rice or 
bread.

Faking it with sausages

your search for the perfect pad thai ends here Restaurant Review

IT may be Thailand’s most famous 
culinary export, but finding a 
decent pad thai has become a 
near impossible pursuit. Even 
in Bangkok, the greasy, soggy, 
MSG-infused glop found on every 
street corner and cherished by 
Kao San Road revellers and budget 
backpackers alike may call itself 
pad thai, but it's something of a 
stretch. 

My perpetual quest to fi nd a pad 
thai that won’t induce a coronary 
thrombosis came to an end last 
week when I visited Bangkok’s Pad 
Thai Thip Samai. The unassuming 
restaurant has become an institution 

among locals thanks to its legendary 
noodle dishes, which in 2014 were 
voted the world’s Best Noodles in the 
Chowtzer fast feasts awards, which 
aim to fi nd the tastiest foods around 
the world.  

Despite having been open for 
nearly 50 years, Pad Thai Thip 
Samai still draws a crowd every 
night of the week. When I visited 
people were queuing all the way 
down the street, which is a sight in 
itself; until you taste the food it’s 
hard to believe anyone is prepared 
to wait so long for a plate of 
noodles. 

After a thirty minute wait I 
was eventually seated at one of the 
roadside tables. It has to be said, this 
isn’t the place to go for a romantic 

evening with your partner/recently 
acquired dreadlocked companion. 
Even if the utter chaos of the place 
doesn’t bother you, only a narcissist 
could dally over their meal while 
being stared at by a queue of hungry 
people. 

When it comes to the food, Thip 
Sumai keeps it simple. There are 
four varieties of their signature pad 
thai available, but most opt for the 
“superb” version (80 Baht/US$2.50), 
which comes wrapped in a whisper-
thin omelette. This is how Pad Thai 
should be cooked. Soft rice noodles 
cooked with shrimp fat, which give 
them a pink hue and a rich fl avour; 
large, juicy prawns; crunchy bean 
sprouts. Just add chilli fl akes and a 
squeeze of lime. It’s easy to see why 

the place is packed with locals: Thip 
Sumai’s noodles strike the perfect 
balance of sweet, salty and sour 
fl avours that are central to Thai 
cooking but, sadly, diffi  cult to fi nd, 
even in Thai restaurants. 

There’s only one beverage option: 
An icey, coconutty, slushy drink (30 
Baht/$1) that is a perfect, refreshing 
accompaniment to a fi lling noodle 
dish. I drank three, and I don’t even 
like coconut. 

If you’re headed to Bangkok for 
the weekend, Pad Thai Thip Samai 
is a must-visit – both for authentic, 
freshly prepared Thai food, and for 
the smug feeling you’ll get when you 
next see a bearded backpacker naively 
devouring a platter of oily, street-side 
slop.

Food 9
Beverage 8
Service 7
Value 10
X-factor 8

Restaurant Rating


Pad thai thip 
samai

313 Thanon Mahachai Road, 
Phra Nakorn district, Bangkok

Photos: Charlotte Rose

chaRlOTTe ROSe
charlottelola.rose@gmail.com

 chORiZO-iNSpiRed Spiced 
SaUSaGe 

• 1 pack frozen chicken frankfurter 
sausages
• 2 teaspoons smoked paprika
• 2 teaspoons chilli powder or 1 
teaspoon ground cayenne pepper
• 1 bay leaf
• 1 tablespoon olive oil

Defrost the sausages at room 
temperature. When the sausages 
have defrosted, prick each sausage 
gently with a fork a few times. Add 
a tablespoon of olive oil and one 
bay leaf to a frying pan and sauté 
the sausages for 1 minute over a 
medium heat until they are coated 
with oil. 

Add 1/3 cup of water to the 
frying pan with the sausages and 

cover with a lid. Cook until the 
water has almost evaporated from 
the pan. Remove the lid from the 
pan and fry the sausages until the 
water has completely evaporated. 
Transfer them to a plate and leave to 
cool for a few minutes. 

Slice the sausages and put 
them back into the frying pan. Fry 
them again with the spices for 2 
minutes.

the pulse

phYO aRBidaNS
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

food

Photos: Phyo
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Girls night out
Guests and models attended the Revlon product launch 
at the Luxury Yacht Hotel on February 14. 

Celebrating Myanmar’s 
photography talent
The 7th Yangon Photo Festival came to 
a close on February 21 with an awards 

ceremony at the Institut Francais, 
during which prizes were 

awarded for the best photo 
essays submitted by 

Myanmar photogra-
phers. Over 1200 
people attended the 

awards ceremony, 
presided over by 

Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi, where 

six winners were 
recognised from a 
total of 80 entries. 

revlon staff

aunty Win

Lin Bo Bo and Khine KhineMin Zayya Oo

Models

Lin Zar Ni Zaw(right) and her daughter
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Kuwaiti National Day
Guests gathered at the Sedona Hotel on 
February 25 to celebrate Kuwaiti National Day.  

Myint Mon, Zar chi, Zar Li, Mya Mya Zaw and aye aye Khaine

Myo Lwin and guests

Shafiq ur rahman and the Da Silvas

Feviel Beveksi and Sophia Kruger

hE Essa Yousef al-Shamli, ahmad almuzaini and 
Fawaz al Shemeri
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday
4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

Yangon to MandalaY MandalaY to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 YH 910 1,3,4,6 7:40 9:45
YH 909 1,3,4,6 6:00 7:40 Y5 233 Daily 7:50 9:00
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 6:10 8:30 YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6,7 8:20 10:15
YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6,7 6:00 8:05 YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6,7 8:20 10:15
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 YJ 891 3 8:50 10:45
YJ 891 3 6:30 8:35 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 YH 918 1,3,4,5,6,7 8:30 10:45
YH 835 7 7:00 8:40 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YH 910 2 8:20 10:35
YH 826 3 7:00 8:40 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 909 2 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YJ 829 5 7:00 11:05 YH 830 5 11:05 14:55
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YJ 762 4 13:10 17:00
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YH 827 3 13:20 14:45
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 5 15:00 17:05
YJ 201 1,2,4 11:00 12:25 YH 912 2 15:30 17:25
YH 911 2 11:00 12:40 YJ 202 1,2,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YJ 602 6 15:40 17:35
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YJ 762 1,2 16:35 18:00
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 13:25 YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,6 16:40 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
YJ 201 3 13:00 14:25 YH 738 3,5,7 17:25 18:50
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YJ 202 3 17:30 18:55
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,6 14:30 16:40 YH 730 2,4,6 17:45 19:10
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30 YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55 W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40

Yangon to nYaung u nYaung u to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 892 1,2,4,5,6,7 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6,7 6:00 7:20 YH 918 1,3,4,5,6,7 7:45 10:45
YJ 909 5 6:00 7:35 YH 918 2 8:05 10:10
YH 909 1,3,4,6 6:00 8:25 YH 910 5 8:05 10:10
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 6:10 7:45 YJ 892 3 8:05 10:45
YJ 811 3 6:15 7:35 YJ 881 7 8:05 10:10
YJ 891 3 6:30 7:50 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 8:20 10:25
YJ 881 7 6:30 7:50 YH 910 1,3,4,6 8:25 9:45
YH 917 2 6:30 8:05 YH 910 7 8:35 9:55
YH 909 5 6:30 8:05 YH 801 6 8:35 9:55
YJ 801 6 7:00 8:20 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
YH 909 7 7:00 8:35 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 YJ 881 3 11:05 12:25
YJ 881 3 9:30 10:50 Y5 650 Daily 13:55 15:15
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 11:50 YH 732 7 16:50 18:10
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
YH 731 7 14:30 16:50 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,6 14:30 17:25 YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,6 17:25 18:45
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40

Yangon to MYitkYina MYitkYina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 829 5 7:00 9:40 YH 832 4,6 11:55 14:45
YH 835 7 7:00 10:05 YH 836 7 11:55 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:05 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YH 830 5 12:30 14:55
YH 835 1 8:00 11:00 YH 836 1 12:50 15:40
YJ 201 1,2,4 11:00 13:50 YJ 202 1,2,4 14:05 16:55
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 YJ 202 3 16:05 18:55
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10
YJ 201 3 13:00 15:50 W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

Yangon to HeHo HeHo to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6 6:00 8:50 YH 910 5 9:00 10:10
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YH 918 2 9:00 10:10
YH 917 1,3,4,5,6,7 6:10 9:35 YJ 881 7 9:00 10:10
YH 917 2 6:30 9:00 YJ 891 1,2,4,5,6,7 9:05 10:15
YH 909 5 6:30 9:00 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YJ 891 3 6:30 9:20 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 9:15 10:25
YJ 881 7 6:30 8:45 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 9:00 YH 836 1 9:25 15:40
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 YH 918 1,3,4,5,6,7 9:35 10:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
YJ 835 1 8:00 9:25 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YJ 752 5 14:20 16:30
YJ 751 7 10:30 11:40 YJ 762 4 15:00 17:00
YJ 751 5 10:45 11:55 YJ 762 1,2 15:50 18:00
YJ 761 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:10 YH 732 7 15:55 18:10
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YJ 751 3 11:15 12:25 YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,6 15:55 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 12:40 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 YJ 752 3 16:20 17:30
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 YH 738 3,5,7 16:40 18:50
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40 YJ 752 7 16:45 17:55
YH 731 Daily 14:30 15:55 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40

Yangon to MYeik MYeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to tHandwe tHandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

Yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

Yangon to lasHio lasHio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 5 10:45 13:00 YJ 752 3 11:15 17:30
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 YJ 752 5 13:15 16:30
YJ 751 3 11:15 15:00 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48

YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

Yangon to putao putao to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 7 7:00 10:05 YH 836 7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 6 7:00 10:05 YH 832 4,6 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4 7:00 11:00 YH 827 3 11:00 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1 11:55 15:40
YH 835 1 8:00 11:55 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25
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Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

InTErnATIOnAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 1,2,3,4,5,6 16:45 17:35
PG 704 1,2,3,4,5,6 18:20 20:15 PG 703 7 17:55 18:45
PG 704 7 19:30 21:45 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 0:10+1 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 10:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 14:00 18:00 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 19:10 20:10
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 8M 9507 Daily 13:55 15:05
8M 9508 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 1:10 05:25 KA 252 2,4,6 22:20 00:15+1

KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55

8M 7702 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10

YANGON TO GAYA GAYA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 1,3,5,6 10:30 11:50 8M 602 1,3,5,6 12:50 16:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30

Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15

SENGGIGI

J ust a short hop from the 
Indonesian holiday hotspot 
of Bali, a saudi tourist and 
his family listen to the call 
to prayer as the sun goes 

down on Lombok, the self-styled 
“island of 1000 mosques”.

Lombok is at the centre of an 
Islamic tourism drive in Indonesia, 
which has the world’s biggest 
Muslim population and is hoping to 
boost the number of visitors from 
wealthy Middle Eastern countries.

While aiming to continue to 
attract Western tourists who flock 
to its pristine beaches, the island is 
also seeking to promote its Islamic 
heritage, from numerous places 
of worship to shrines dedicated to 
ancient Muslim preachers.

“I love it here because I can 
hear the azan [call to prayer] and 
people go to the mosque to pray,” 
said 58-year-old sulaiman, a saudi 
tourist, who gave only one name and 
was accompanied by his wife who 
was wearing an all-encompassing 
burka.

Indonesia is the world’s biggest 
archipelago nation, made up of 
more than 17,000 islands, but has 
long lagged behind smaller, more 
developed countries in southeast 
Asia, such as Malaysia and thailand, 
in attracting tourists.

Foreign visitor arrivals to 
Indonesia rose to 8.8 million in 
2013, according to official figures, 
compared with 25.72 million in 
Malaysia and 26.55 million in 
thailand.

While there are no official figures 
for “sharia” tourism in Indonesia, the 
sector is experiencing strong growth 
internationally.

In a recent report, Muslim-oriented 
business group Crescent Rating, 
predicted the sector would be worth 
us$192 billion a year globally by 2020, 
up from $140 billion in 2013.

“the economic growth of Middle 
Eastern countries is very good and 
we see an opportunity there,” senior 
tourism ministry official Rizki 
Handayani said. 

Only around 190,000 Middle 
Eastern visitors came to Indonesia 
in 2013, according to official figures, 
but authorities hope their Islamic 
tourism drive can increase numbers. 

the government has produced 
tourist guides promoting Indonesia 
as a “Muslim-friendly destination”. It 
highlights the country’s best sharia 
tourism destinations and notes there 
are more than 600,000 mosques in 
the archipelago.

Lombok, long overshadowed by 

its better known neighbour, 
Hindu-majority Bali, hopes the drive 
can help raise its profile.

Authorities are planning to 
build a huge Islamic centre that 
will contain a mosque, a hotel and 
a study centre, and specially trained 
tour guides will point Muslim 
visitors in the direction of the 
nearest mosque at prayer time. 

Other parts of Indonesia are 
hoping to benefit from the initiative. 
Aceh province, in western Indonesia 
and the only part of the country to 
enforce Islamic sharia laws, and the 
capital Jakarta are both seeking to 
lure Middle Eastern tourists, who 
often bring many family members 
with them and spend lavishly. 

Riyanto sofyan owns a chain of 
nine sharia hotels across Indonesia, 
including two in Jakarta.

Alcohol-free cocktails are 
available, the call to prayer is 
played five times a day through the 
buildings, MtV has been removed 
from the list of tV channels available 
in the rooms – as it is deemed too 
risqué – and hotel staff gently turn 
away unmarried couples.

In Lombok, hotels are also 
promoting themselves as Islamic, 
with nine so far having gained 
coveted sharia certification. Echoing 
the system of stars for conventional 
hotels, sharia accommodation is 
labelled with the crescent moon, a 
symbol associated with Islam, with 
the best receiving three.

A hotel must have signs pointing 
toward Mecca and copies of the 
Koran in its rooms, as well as a 
kitchen where halal food can be 
prepared, to gain its first crescent 
moon.

Despite the optimism of officials, 
there are concerns that the push 
for Islamic tourism could put off 
other visitors who want to sunbathe 
in skimpy outfits and relax on the 
beach with a drink.

But the local government insists it 
can promote sharia tourism without 
affecting the existing industry, and 
that party hotspots in the area – such 
as tiny Gili trawangan island, off the 
west coast of Lombok – will remain 
unaffected.

Authorities are considering 
clearly demarcating areas more 
suited to Muslim guests, where 
Western tourists should cover up.

“We will make zones so that travel 
agents and guides have clear options 
depending on their guests’ wishes,” 
said local tourism chief M Nasir, 
adding that visitors were already 
told they should not wear skimpy 
clothing when they head into cities 
or visit religious sites. – AFP

Indonesia prays 
Islamic tourism drive 
can draw more visitors
OlIvIa RONdONuwu

A local visitor prays at a beach on the island of Lombok in Indonesia’s West 
Nusa Tenggara province. Photo: AFP/Sonny Tumbelaka
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ACROSS
1 ___ on (encouraged)
6 Bump on the slopes

11 Fare carrier
14 Ready to fall out, 

as pages
15 Reproductive 

organ
16 Chef’s phrase
17 Bad alley rolls
19 High, craggy hill
20 Commotion
21 Yolk ___ (egg part)
22 Ape from Borneo, 

briefly
24 ___ McNally
26 Angler’s handled 

hook
29 More hobbled
30 Fill with confidence
33 “Give that ___ cigar!”
34 Dry to the bone
36 Area around the 

altar
38 Bench press unit
39 Yellowish gourd
43 Number that’s its own 

square root
44 Cambodian 

currency
45 Coffee dispensers
46 Quick on one’s feet
48 Noisy but comfy 

chair
51 Better balanced?
53 A shade of blue
54 Eggshell color
58 With feathers 

ruffled
59 Wall Street 

option
61 Chick’s mom
62 Building annex, 

sometimes
63 Some water 

vessels
68 Spain’s Costa del ___
69 Wicker willow
70 “The Sopranos” 

restaurateur
71 Give it a go
72 Poverty-stricken
73 Adjust, 

as a timer

DOWN
1 “Pomp and 

Circumstance” 
composer

2 Hard Dutch cheese 

 3 Boarded, 
as a plane

 4 Maximizing suffix
 5 Not-so-great 

grades
 6 Woman’s headwear in 

the 18th century
 7 Certain gametes
 8 Guy’s counterpart
 9 Modern address
10 “Disinfect to Protect” 

brand
11 Multi-hulled craft
12 Solitude
13 Pie chart alternative
18 ___ to riches
23 Computer memory 

abbreviation

25 Where grass roots
27 Leg bones
28 Fingerboard 

ridge
31 Not once, 

poetically
32 Grammar has two
34 Bright part of a 

house?
35 Forever and ever
37 Bluish-green 

shade
39 Most domineering
40 Cut of meat
41 Nair rival, once
42 Encourage 

strongly
47 “Not ___, maybe later”

49 Table linens and 
such

50 Badly out-of-focus 
picture, e.g.

52 Military scout’s job, 
for short

55 Casual conversations
56 Adjust, as laces
57 Not mounted, as a 

gem
60 Lift over snow
64 Take unfair 

advantage of
65 What a sudden death 

eliminates?
66 Danson of TV
67 Metal to be 

refined

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

UTTERLY FANTASTIC By David M. George

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON



ASIA PLAZA HOTEL 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classifi ed.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffi c Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Offi ce 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel. 
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32, 
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon.
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road, 
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978. 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219,
388412, 
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-2306046-9
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 7, Gandamar 
St, Yankin Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151, Email:
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland 
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313. 
www.cloverhotel.asia. 
info@cloverhotel.asia

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn 
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
        229358 ~ 61, 
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown)
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown)
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch)
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541 
46420, 09 2541 46421.

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

No.(25, D1), New University
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

Excel River View 
Hotel

Excel Palace Hotel

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAY PYI TAW)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177,
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

153/159,Bogyoke Ag San Rd,
(Cor of 46 st),Botataung Tsp.
Yangon, Myanmar,
Tel: 951-298986,296209,
www.grandlaurelhotel.com

Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp. 
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Offi ce: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffi ce.com, 
www.venturaoffi ce.com

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

BOOK STORES

• 150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
• 15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
• # 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
• # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon.
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

CAR RENTAL

• First class VIp 
Limousine car rental.

• professional english 
Speaking Drivers.

• Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

• call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYAnMAR execUTiVe 
liMoUSine SeRVice

MYAnMAR execUTiVe 
liMoUSine SeRVice

HOT LINE:
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacifi c.
myanmar@gmail.com.

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011, 
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand New Left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive Insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafl eet.com
soe@yomafl eet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933. 
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITION

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center 
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

we STARTed THe AdVeRTiSing
indUSTRY in MYAnMAR Since 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

Sule Shangri-La Hotel 
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Sakura Residence 
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence 
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

09-252 799 836
09-252 799 837
7 seats, 11 seats, 14 seats, 
22 seats, 33 seats, 45 seats,
amaravehicles@gmail.com

Tel: 09-7349-4483, 
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

happy homes
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Super Car Rental
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        09-2520-92244

SUPER
Car Rental

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-246551, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

DELIVERY SERVICE

Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

COLD STORAGE

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road, 
7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04. 
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfi tnessmyanmar
@gmail.com
www.realfi tnessmyanmar.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

GLASS

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Ruby & Rare Gems 
of Myanamar

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

News & Business Ideas
facebook “box.com.mm”
http://box.com.mm
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Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by 
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township. 
Tel: 09-855-1383

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 660769, 664363.

HOTEL SUPPLY

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 778, 684 013
phgemarketing@
spa-mm.com, 
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart (Aung San) tel: 
253022, 294765.

SUPERMARKETS

SANITARY WARE

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Offi ce Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

RESORT

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795. 
Mobile. 09-512-3049. 
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Golden Land Real Estate
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        01-242370

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Executive Serviced Offi ces
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTURE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

Executive Serviced 
Offi ce, Registered 
and Virtual Offi ce, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.offi cehubservices,com

SCHOOLS

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

No.695, Mahabandoola 
Road, (Between 19th & 
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha 
Township, Yangon.
Ph: 01-395816, 396817

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32nd St, Pabedan Tsp, Ygn. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

REAL ESTATE

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

NO.61, 2nd Floor, 101 Street,
Kandawlay, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Ph: 01-205102, 09 2603 
60932, 09 2603 60933,
09 3334 6666

Intl Quality Uniform & 
Promo Gifts
for Corporate, Hotel, F&B
Tel: (959) 972 154 990,
Email: suchada@
stgroupholdings.com

Grohe
Bath Room Accessories, 
79-B3/B3, East Shwe Gone 
Dine, Near SSC Women’s 
Center, Bahan.
Tel : 01-401083, 09-
73011100, 09-73056736

Web Services
All the way from Australia –
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
company limited

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road.
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offi ces, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided,
Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

American best practices
Pabaedan Township.
09 253 559 848
info@PathwayMoving.com
www.PathwayMoving.com
Yangon’s premier mover



PropertyGeneral

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax : 01-254158
By EmaIl : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By maIl : 379/383, Bo aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

BuY Space ON TheSe paGeS
Call: Khin mon mon yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
Sell / Rent

KAMAYUT, Diamond 
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600 
sqft, 1MBR, 2BR, 3A/C, 
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35 
Lakhs, Call Owner: 09-
518-8320

Housing for Rent
condoTel , Condo with 
hotel services: (1)1850 
sqft 1MBR, 1SR@ 
Bahan. 2800US$/ month. 
(2)1750sqft 2MBR, 
2SR@ Tamwe. 2800US$/ 
month. (3)1650 sqft 
1MBR,  2SR@ Tamwe. 
2800US$/ month. (4) 
1650 sqft 1MBR,  2SR 
@ Mayangon. 4000US$/ 
month.

ModeRn HoUSe 
for office/ residential 
use: Convenient 
place in Bahan (near 
Shwegondine Junction). 
Land: 7,000Sqft. House: 
3,750Sqft (2RC / 4 years 
old). 5 car parking  spaces. 
3MBR, 1BR, study and 
maid rooms. 7A/C, 
Generator, hot water, 
etc.. Fully furnished. 
Fully equipped with 
electrical appliances. 
High-speed internet 
ready (both RedLink 
Wi-max and fiber cable). 
Now being used as office 
+ residence. Available 
in mid-Jan 2015. Rent: 
USD5,800 (negotiable). 
Ph:.............................

(1)neAR 50 ST, 1200 
sqft, 1MBR, 1SR, fully 
furniture. USD 1200. (2)
Near Park Royal Hotel, 
1850 sqft , 2MBR, 1SR, 
fully furniture USD 3200. 
(3)Near Park Royal Hotel, 
1875 sqft, Hall type ,1 1/2 
storey, G flr, good for open 
shop, USD 5800. (4)Near 
United Living Mall, 1200 
sqft, 2MBR, fully furniture 
USD 1500. (5)Pearl 
Condo, 1800 sqft, 2MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture, USD 
2500. (6)7 Mile, U Kyaw 
Hla St, 3 RC, Hally type, 
good for office, USD 
4000. (7) New University 
Avenue Rd, Ag Da Kong 
condo 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture USD 
2500. (8)New University 
Avenue St,  1800 sqft, 
2MBR, 1SR, fully furniture 
USD 2500. (9) Minda Ma 
condo, 2200 sqft, 3MBR, 
fully furniture, USD 5000.  
Ph: 09-2527-0 3331.

ReTAil Shop Space 
Available, 250 sqft. Heavy 
foot traffic.   Suitable for 
takeaway, beauty saloon 
and fashion shops. Bahan 
Township.Prominent 
Center. Ph:09-4303-0 
288. Email : slee888@
gmail.com 

office SpAce 
Downtown, Modern office 
space at an affordable 
price.  1,356 sqft, so 
would be large enough 
for staff and to facilitate 
a meeting room and a 
kitchen.  Located on the 
11th floor it has 24 hours 
security and a back-up 
generator. Price- $3,500. 
Ph :09- 314-91678.

BAHAn Condo: 
Conveniently located 
in Pearl condo, a 20 
minute drive from 
downtown or from the 
airport. There are many 
shops and restaurants 
in the building and the 
property can be used 
for both commercial and 
residential purposes. It 
has 2 master bedrooms, 
one single bedroom with 
one common bath and 
has 1,550 SF of living 
space with a great view.  
Price- $2,600. Ph:09- 
314- 91678

BAHAn Affordable Single 
family home : off Sayasan 

Rd, in residential area, it 
is completely remodeled 
recently in western 
style. 3MBR, 2SR, 4 
bathrooms total with 
A/C in every room.  It 
has a nice lawn with 
space large enough for 
7-8 car parking. Home 
size is about 3500 sqft, 
land size is about 7,000 
sqft Price- $3,500. Ph : 
09 2543 82482.

BAHAn, Near Chatrium 
hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 Rooms 
with toilet, 3 AC, Cable 
phone, wide car prking, 
US$ 2150 per month. 
Ph:09-794440510, 09-
312-87827. 

pABedAn, 3rd Flr, 27th St 
(Middle), , 25'x50' (Lift), 
2SR, 1MBR, 2 aircon, 7 
Lakhs, Ph: 09-510-4881, 
09-730-73226. 

BAHAn, (1)Pearl Condo 
New Bld. 1600sqft, 
1MBR, 2SR, f.f, 25 
Lakhs. (2)New University 
Ave Rd, 2 Flr,  40' x 60', 
3MBR, 5A/C, Ph, f.f, 25 
Lakhs, (3) Yankin Centre, 
1705 sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
Ph, 4A/C, f.f, 15 Lakhs 
(5) New University Ave 
Lane, 2Flr, 22'x55', 
1MBR, 1SR, f.f, 15 
Lakhs, Maureen: 09-
518-8320.

office SUiTeS for 
Lease, Pearl Centre, 
Bahan Township, Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sqft available 
at affordable rates. 
Contact: 09 430 30 288 
slee888@gmail.com

BRAnd new 3 bedroom 
Condominium on Strand 
Rd with beautiful Pagoda 
view. All rooms with 
brand new aircons. 
International standard 
renovation, high quality 
marble & teak timber 
floor. Partial/ fully 
furnished. Monthly rental 
US$2,900. (2).New 4 
bedroom condominium 
2000 sqft near Parkroyal 
Hotel for rent. Top 
quality renovation –6  
Brand new aircons, 
beautiful marble floor, 
all bedroom high quality 
teak wood flooring.   
Partial/fully furnished.  
US$4000. Please call  
09-4210-50471 or email 
yangonproper t ies@
gmail.com for viewing.

condo, Near University 
avenue st & Yankin 
center,1200 sqft , 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture,USD 
2500. Near Chatrium 
hotel, 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, USD 
1500. Good for office and 
coffee shop,1200 sqft, G  
flr, hall type, inside 3 flat, 
USD 1800. Kandawgyi 
Condo, 1250 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, 
facing to Kandawgyi 
view. USD 2500. Driving 
from Sedona Hotel 10 
minutes, Chan dar gon 
young condo,  swimming 
pool, Gem, 5 stories, 
free car park, 1250 
sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, fully 
furniture, USD 1600. No 
need agent, Ph:09-250 
270 3331.

SAncHAUng, 5th Floor, 
Tha Yett Taw St, 12.5' x  
50', Hall Type. Other 
Inclusive:Sunshade & 
Iron Bars on all windows 
& doors. Negotiatable 
price: Ks 550 Lakhs.  Ph: 
09-500- 2313

golden VAlleY, 7800 
Sqft, 3 stories, 5MBR, 
fully furnish, 5 car park, 
USD 25000. Golden 
Valley, 5600 Sqft, 2 
stories, 4MBR, USD 
10000. Near Parami 
Rd & Kaba Aye Rd, 
4500 sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
Europeans house style  
with lawn, 2 car park.

USD 5000. Near USA 
Embassy & Seik Le 
Kanthar St, 6300sqft, 
2 stories,  2MBR, 2SR, 
semi furniture, USD 
7000. Near Weizayandar 
St, 3000Sqft, 3 stories, 
2MBR, 2SR, new 
building, semi furniture 
USD 5000. Ba Ho St, 
6500 sqft, 2 stories, 
8MBR, USD 10000. 
No need agent, Ph: 09-
2570- 3331 

HeRiTAge office space 
for rent, Fully renovated 
office for rent, based in 
a 100 year old heritage 
building in downtown 
Yangon on 44th street. 
Total about 130 m2 
(including mezzanine 
and rooftop terrace) 
on the first floor. 
Separate entrance with 
impressive antique 
wooden staircase, 
high ceilings and many 
beautiful authentic 
finishing’s. Ideal for 
small organization 
(5-8 staff) looking for 
a representative and 
tasteful office space 
with character. 1500 Usd 
/ month - 3 year contract 
and monthly payment 
possible. Available 
from 1 February 2015. 
Contact: edwinbriels@
gmail.com or 09-7319 
9668

HigHlAnd Avenue, 7 
Mile Pyay Rd, (Near 
WHO, UNODC, UNOPS, 
Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway & Brazil 
Embassies) 100x100, 
4MBR, 6AC, Semi 
Furnished, Internet, 
USD 6000, 9666745, 
09-201-5143, Email: 
yinyinkyi16@gmail.com

MYAYnigone, Newly 
decorated apartment, 
good lighting & ventilation 
<http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Ventilation_%
28architecture%29>h
igh floor, clear view to 
Shwe Dagon Pagoda at 
quiet location, walking 
distance to Myay Ni 
Gone City Mart, Dagon 
Centre, close to Uwizara 
Rd. Rental fee $1,000/
month. Ph:09-2500-
84265, 09-2500-84265, 
09-4306-7111.

office SpAce To leT  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - Ph: 
0 9 - 2 5 2 3 - 5 9 3 5 5 .
Email : office-mm@
uniteammarine.com, 
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon 

Housing for Sale
(1)BAHAn, No 483, 
Ayeyeikthar Condo 
(2-B), Ayeyeikthar 2nd 
Street, New University 
Ave,, 2000 Sqft, 2nd 
floor, 2MBR, Kitchen 
Room, Living Room, 
Fully Decorated, Tile/ 
Parquet Flooring, Own 
Meter, Own Generator/ 
Motor, Utilities fully 
equipped, Own Car 
Parking. Price 4950 
lakhs. (2)Sanchaung, 
No 39, Zayyathukha 
Street, 4th Flr, 625 Sqft, 
Hall Type, Tile/ Parquet 
Flooring, 450 Lakhs. Tel: 
09-513-5533/ 09-510-
3053, 09-2505-74308.

Want to Hire
expAT working in 
Yangon looking for 
accommodation to share 
with other Expats. If you 
want to rent a bedroom in 
your house or flat please 
contact me through my 
email at biscay.world@
gmail.com

Education
pHYSicS Tutor needed 
for year 12 international 
school student. Ph: 09- 
502- 2834.

SpeciAl for Maths for Int'l  
School  &  Pre-University 
level Algebra, Geometry, 
Calculus & Statistics 
IGCSE (Edexcel/ 
Cambridge), SAT & IB 
exam, Tr. Kaung Myat 
BE (PE). If you want to 
be outstanding in Maths, 
Please Contact me. Ph: 
09-731-42020. 

engliSH ( home tuition), 
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL. 
IELT.GCE, IGCSE. 
GMAT four skills . local  
& international  school 
English : English  for  
Japaneses children  
and  adult -  home  tuition 
courses  are  avail e  
now. You can contact to  
SayaU Kyi Sin (Mumyint  
Thar) Ph:09-4210-67-
375, www.kyisinplb.
blogspot.com

STUdY gUide, Need 
help with your studies? 
I can ensure that you 
have that extra time and 
attention you need to 
succeed. I am a qualified 
tutor, with stright A's in 
GCE A levels and four 
gears of experience, 
tutring students of Grade 
5 ~ 12, GCE O and A 
levels, Sat and IELTS. 
Ph: 01-253543, 09-519-
0543.

M A T H e M A T i c S 
Teaching : Students 
(Grade 1 to 9 from 
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon 
Academy, MIS & 
MISY) who are weak 
in Mathsand don’t 
know how to solve the 
problems. Guide : only 
Maths for IGCSE O 
Level students who will 
sit for the exam in 2015. 
DawNaingNaingAung, 
B.Com (Q), No. (6), 
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw, 
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 
09-500-4993.

gUide for 2nd M.B.,B.S, 
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

pRiMARY - International 
school, Private school: 
Kg to Primary 4 Home 
guide. Ph: 09-4200-
33613.

igcSe, GCE, SAT,  
PHYSICS. Saya U M 
T (since 1984). Ph: 09- 
730- 52859

engliSH for international 
school students who 
want to practice or 
improve their English 
including literature and 
language art (principle of 
written English) for SAT . 
If you had tried as much 
as you can to follow the 
lesson and  you will get 
good experiences & skill.
This program will help 
you capability and fill 
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students 
can study in a small 
class. U Thant Zin, 28-
3B, Thati Pahtan St, 
Tamwe, Ph:01- 5035350, 
09-3102-1314, 09-3192-
4423.

TeAcHing and guide, 
KG to Primary 6. For Int'l 
school (MIS . YIS. MISY. 
ILBC. CISM. ISM. PISM. 
TOTAL. Horizon.) Ph:09-
4200-87050.

lcci Level I,II & III, 
Teaching, Study guide 
& Old questions. Ph: 
09-4211-34427.

Expert Services
Union MiSSion, 
Computer Troubleshoot 
ing & Repair,Windows 
Os Installation, Anti 
Virus & Software 

Installation, Office & 
Internet Cafe Network 
Con t rac ts ,Wi re less 
Networking Setup, 
Router & CPE 
C o n f i g u r a t i o n , 
Server Installation & 
Configuration, CCTV 
System solutions 
&Installation service. 
Ph:09- 2527-06 016

welcoMe to contact 
us for serving and 
translating your business 
cases. (1) Seminar, (2) 
Training (3) Projects. 
Contact ~ Teacher Mr. 
William Lin (Taiwan) 09-
4211-47821

Zcl(Y.U.f.l),  Translation 
Service : Translate  from 
English to Myanmar, 
Myanmar to English.  Ph: 
09-2506-66325. email  
atar1990@gmail.com

TRAnSlATing & 
Interpreting Service: Part 
time service for English to 
Burmese to English. For 
business Correspond 
ing, Emails, Faxs & 
letters. Conferences & 
business communities 
for Local companies and 
offices. Service offered 
in person, by phone and 
fax, mobile and emails.  
Phone: 09-2540-43372

MYAnMAR Access 
Int'l Co., Ltd provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme, HR Develop 
ment Programme, 
Hospitality Manage 
ment Programme, 
Project Management 
Programme, English 
Training Programme. 
If you are interested, 
please contact us at 
Ph: 09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or  email : 
zinminpon@gmail.com, 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

foc Rental Services of 
condos, landed houses, 
offices and commercial 
properties. Our listings 
can be checked in http://
goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email: 
dr.thihathit@icloud.com, 
09-430-83781. 

For Rent
we HAVe Cars for 
rent. (Expert use only).  
Mid size wagon. Now 
only350.000kyats per 
month with deposit for 
long term. company ID 
required. Call 09 730 
33776.

For Sale
eMBASSY'S Furniture 
(second hand) Please 
contact Tel: (01)652-
344, mobile : 09-503-
3739 Email: tztztz780@
gmail.com 

(1)gAllAwAY Golf Set, 
K 350,000/ (2)Washing 
machine (ELBA) (Twin 
Tub) model EF 5899 
(Thailand), Running 
condition. K 80,000/, 
Ph: 09-500-9935, 09-
254-214-61, 09-7952-
62542.

Apple ipAd Air 64GB 
+ Wifi + Cellular good 
condition with cover USD 
300 call 09-43440-4455

ipHone 6 16GB, 2 
silver, 1 gold for sale. 
Brand new sealed 
in box. 720,000 ks. 
cookiehustler@gmail.
com, 09972993330

URgenT Selling, 
Discount Price, Red link 
internet Red link internet, 
Yadnapon internet, 
Yadnapon internet. 
Ph :09-4217-44300 . 
Ph:09-4217- 44300

Language
leARn fRencH, 
Myanmar, English and 
Tamil in a month. Limited 
seats. Ph: 09-30199025.

i’M an experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar. I have over 
6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do 
not hesitate to contact 
me for an evaluation.  
I’m a professional 
teacher who will help 
you improve your 
speaking, reading and 
writing skills. I use 
Singaporean text books 
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading and writing in 
Mandarin. I’m available 
Monday-Sunday with 
a flexible schedule. I 
also teaching Myanmar 

language to all 
Foreigner. Now started 
to open the Class now.    
Ph : 095-9-5162988

An ex- engliSH 
high school master is 
tutoring in English and 
Myanmar languages 
for individuals or a 
small group. For further 
details, pls phone: 09-
301-99028.

wiTHin 24 hours can 
make you confident 
in Burmese Language 
speaking scripts! 
Teacher Phyu Phyu 
Khin : 09-4930-8926, 
phyuporcupine@gmail.
com, Add : 56/I, Thiri 
Marlar Lane, 7.5 mile, 
Pyay Rd, Yangon.

"i AM a professional 
Japanese and English 
Translator. I have 3 
years of experience 
in translation & 

interpretation of docu 
ments from Japanese 
to English and vice 
versa.I have translated 
documents for many 
foreign companies .I 
am a Part-time teacher 
too.I have 2 years of 
experience in teaching 
Japanese, English & 
Myanmar Language 
to Local People and 
Foreigners. I have 
Myanmar language 
classes available for 
Japanese foreigners, 
English classes 
available for Hotel 
Employees and 
Japanese classes 
available for Local 
students. Ph: 09-4283-
50386 (jasmine5842@
gmail.com ). "

TeAcHing MYAnMAR 
language for adults  
Near Myay Ni Gone 
City Mart, Sanchaung. 
Tel: 09-4200-30782, 
09- 972 148 283  http://
www.facebook.com/
ronald.large.92 

TeAcHing engliSH 
for adults Near Myay 
Ni Gone City Mart, 
Sanchaung. 09-4200- 
30 782,  09-972148 283

THe fRee fun way 
to learn English.  
mm.eng l i sh -a t tack .
com  Promotional code 
for free account MFA2.  

i’M An experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar. I have over 
6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do 
not hesitate to contact 
me for an evaluation.  
I’m a professional 
teacher who will help 
you improve your 
speaking, reading and 
writing skills. I use 
Singaporean text books 
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading and writing in 
Mandarin. I’m available 
Monday-Sunday with 
a flexible schedule. 
I also teaching 
Myanmar Language to 
all Foreigner. For more 
details please call the 
number below. If I don’t 
answer please send me 
a SMS and I will get 
back to you as soon as 
possible. Elizabeth Bao 
Shi : 095-9-516-2988

U MYA HAn, French, 
English & Myanmar  
Classes. Ph: 09-731- 
74940

nATiVe SpeAKeR from 
Canada with BA & MA 
and almost 20 years 
of experience teaching 
Asian students. Most 
of my students like 
me because I am 
very kind and friendly, 
and I try to encourage 
them in their language 
learning.  I can help you 
with your pronunciation, 
listening, IELTS and 
other skills. Please call 
me at 09 2600 24934.

Travel
JpM Journeys Princess 
Myanmar Travel & 
Tours : Domestic & 
Int'l ticketion, Hotel 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
bookings, Package 
tours, Visa on arrival, 
Publics buses, 
trains, river boats, 
Off the beaten track, 
Individually tailored 
incentive tours, Special 
event tours, Expert 
guides for all journeys 
princess Myanmar 
tours. Ph: 09-731-
45835, 09-252-030997. 
Email : jpm.sales3@
gmail.com, jpm.rsvn@
gmail.com

Training
MAndAlAY Computer: 
Computer for Kids, 
Basic Accounting for 
Job I-Office ,  Advanced 
Excel Course, DTP 
Course  MYOB 
Software, Peach Tree 
Software, Window 
Shortcut Course, Email 
& Internet Course  
Mp3, Mp4, Video 
Editing, Multimedia  
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

ART BASic , 
Perspective, Interior 
Design, Exterior Design 
& Colour Theory. Learn 
Art 5 months to be a 
professional architect. 
Only 2 months for 
Special classes. Home 
tuition also available. 
New Vision Art Gallery 
and Center,No 132 
lift no: 4 Bagaya Rd, 
Sanchaung, Shann 
Lann  Bus top, Ph: 09-
2542-57911

gloBAl Academy 
is  open ing 
following courses: 
C o m m u n i c a t i v e 
English. Computer 
Operations. Personality 
E n h a n c e m e n t . 
Sales & Customer 
Relationship. Banking 
& Finance. Hotel 
Management. Retail 
Stores Management. 
If you are interested 
please join No.51, 62nd 
St, Between 38th & 39th 
St, Mahar Aung Myae 
Township, Mandalay. 
Ph: +95 262437, +95 
9250945656, +95 
9250053608, +95 
9975119733. www.
globalprotek.sg/ga

Public Notics
pHYSicS TUToR 
needed for Year 12 
International School 
student. Ph: 09- 502-
2834

coMMUniTY Partners 
International, Yangon 
office relocated to the 
following address- No. 
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane, 
Parami  Road, Chaw 
dwin gone, Yankin 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: + 95 1 
657909

THe RoYAl Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia is pleased 
to invite pre-qualified 
companies to tender for 
supply and installation 
of Physical Security 
System  at Embassy 
Building. All interested 
Tenders are required 
in advance to purchase 
the Documents for 
specification and 
General Contractual 
terms, which will be 
obtained from: The 
Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia : No.6S, 
InyaYeiktha Street, 
Ward 10, Mayangone, 
Yangon, Myanmar

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.
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Ingo Position
( 1 ) l o g i S T i c S 
Development Officer 
(NayPyiTaw) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red  Cross  Society  (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r 
redcrosssociety.org

(1) BRAncH pRoJecT 
Officer  (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (2)program 
coordinator (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon)1 Post 
(3)program Assistant 
(Myitkyina) 1 Post (4) 
program Support 
Officer (NayPyiTaw / 
Yangon) 1 Post. Please 
send  application letter, 
CV & related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

i n T e R n A T i o n A l 
Rescue Committee - 
Myanmar is seeking 
(1)Infrastructure & 
Safeguards Specialist 
1 post in Tatkon, 
Naypyitaw : Academic 
degree in civil engineering 
or equivalent. 4 years 
experience in design, 
construction, supervision 
or management of 
infrastructure project, 
preferably for community 
infrastructure. Fluency 
in English. (2)
Procurement Officer 
1 post in Tatkon, 
Naypyitaw : Academic 
degree in engineering, 
management, business 
administration or 
related field. 3 years  
experience. Fluency in 
English. Please submit 
a cover letter & CV to 
the HR Department by 
6 March 2015.

MYAnMAR Red Cross 
Society is seeking 
Township Facilitator 
1 post in Hlaingbwe, 
Kayin State : Myanmar 
Nationality. University 
Degree. 2 years of 
experience in related 
field. Good spoken & 
written English skills. 
Good computer skills. 
Red Cross Volunteers 
are preferable. Please 
send application letter 
CV & related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society Head 
Office, Yazathingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. Or 
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, Closing date: 
4-3-2015.

(1) BRAncH pRoJecT 
Officer (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (2) program 
coordinator (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post 
(3)program Assistant 
(Myitkyina) 1 Post (4) 
program Support 
Officer (Nay Pyi Taw 
/ Yangon) 1 Post: 
Please send application 
letter,CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r 
redcrosssociety.org

(1)AdMin ASSiSTAnT 
(Malaria) 1 Post  
Taunggyi. Please send  
application letter, CV 
and related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Of f i ce )Yaza t ingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
g m a i l . c o m w w w . 
myanmar redcross 
society.org.

nAY pYi TAw (1)wASH 
coordinator 1 Post 
(2)wASH Hardware 
Specialist 1 Post (3) 
Project Coordinator 
(CPP) 1 Post (4)clerk 
(1) (NPT/Ygn) 3 Posts 
Maikai Tsp (Southern 
Shan) (1)field Supervi 
sor (Malaria) 1 Post. 
Taunggyi (1)Admin 

Assistant (Malaria) 
1 Post. Please send  
application letter, CV 
and related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Of f i ce )Yaza t ingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org.

( 1 ) e n g i n e e R 
(Consultant for 
Renovation Health  
Facilities Assessment) 
2 Posts (Mindat/Matupi-
chin state) Deadline : until 
candidate indentified. 
Please send  application 
letter, CV and related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r 
redcrosssociety.org

MYAnMAR Red Cross 
Society is seeking(1) 
Branch WASH Officer 
3 posts in Mogok, 
Sagaing, Matupi: 
University Degree in Civil 
Engineering, Geology, 
Hydrology, or related 
fields. 2  years experience 
in Watsan related 
activities. Effective 
computer knowledge & 
English language skills. 
Knowledge of Auto CAD 
(2D). (2)programme 
Assistant 1 post in 
Nay Pyi Taw: University 
Degree & related 
financial background 
preferable. 2 years 
experience. Effective 
computer knowledge 
& English language 
skills. (3)Finance 
Officer 1 post in Nay 
Pyi Taw: CPA or B.Com/ 
B Accounting (or) 
equivalent accounting 
degree. Computer 
skill in MS Excel & 
accounting software 
is an asset. Effective 
English language skills. 
Please send  application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to: Myanmar 
Red Cross Society Head 
Office, Yazathingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. Or  
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, Closing date: 
3.3.2015

(1)BRAncH wASH 
Officer 3 Posts Mogok, 
Sagaing,Matupi-chin 
state) Please send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
myanmar redcross 
society.org.

(1)MedicAl docToR 
(Sittwe) 1 Post (2)
Restoring family 
Links Officer (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
(3)Township Branch 
Project Officer - 1 post 
(4)Development & 
Liaison Officer - 1 post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

(1) nATionAl  Mine Risk 
Education Coordinator      
(Yangon) 1 Post (2) 
Mine Risk Education 
coordinator (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (3)Supporting 
Officer (Lashio) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, myanmar 
redcrosssociety.org

Local Positions
SAleS diRecT Co, Ltd 
iss a local integrated 
logistics, sales & 
distribution enterprise 
representing various 

top international brands 
in the FMCG,Healthcare 
and Sanitization Sector.

We have representative 
offices, in Korea, 
Malaysia, Singapore and 
Thailand, and due to our 
rapid expansion plans 
in Myanmar, we seek 
talented, independent, 
motivated and ambitious 
personnel for the 
following positions in 
Yangon &Mandalay. (1)
HRExecutive - M/F 2 
Posts : Any graduate 
or must have HR 
Certificate, Age 22 ~ 
28, Can speck English 
, 2 years experience. 
(2)Sales& Marketing 
Manager - M/F 2 Posts 
: Any graduate,  Age 30~ 
40, 4 years experience, 
Can speak English, (3)
Sales Executive - M/F 
20 Posts : Any graduate, 
Age 25 ~ 40, (4)Sales 
promoter - M/F 40 Posts 
: Any graduate, Age 20 ~ 
30, 2 years experience 
(5)Sales Admin - M/F 
3 Posts : Any graduate, 
Age 20 ~ 30, 1 year 
experience . (5)Admin 
Assistant - M/F 1 
Post : Any graduate, 
Age 20 ~ 28, 2 years 
experience. (6)driver 
- M 5 Posts : Age 25 ~ 
45, 3 years experience. 
Please submit CV Form, 
Photo  with necessary 
documents to No 5, Min 
Ye Kyaw Swar St, East 
Dagon Myo Thit, Near 
7/8 Junction, Ph: 01-
8010936, 01-8010654, 
Closing date 14.3.2015

AggReKo provides 
power generation and 
temperature control 
solutions to customers 
who need them either 
very quickly, or for a short 
length of time.We do all 
of this on a global basis - 
we run our business from 
over 190 service centers 
and offices, located in 
more than 45 countries. 
The solutions we provide 
range from the very large 
and complex to the very 
simple. We currently 
seek a professional 
with demonstrated 
qualifications tofill 
an urgent position. 
Project Accountant- 
Based in Myin Gyin. 
Responsible for daily 
project site accounting, 
accounts payable/ 
receivables, expense 
reimbursements, routine 
cash management, bank 
coordination and other 
accounting support to 
meet Aggreko’s reporting 
and compliance needs.  
The position will report 
to Aggreko’s Chief 
Accountant, liaising 
with operations team, 
consultants & local 
banks. Qualifications: 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Business, Commerce, 
3 or 5 years’ experience 
preferably in MNC, 
knowledge of Myanmar 
Tax Laws, good oral and 
written English language. 
Demonstrated ability to 
exercise confidentiality/ 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m . 
Knowledge of MS Office 
and accounting software. 
Understanding of ERP 
work environment. For 
a full version of the 
Job Description, please 
contact Htet Aung at 
0936355516.  Please 
submit a letter of interest, 
along with detailed CV, 
on or before March 
9, 2015 to career@
myanmarhumancapital.
com.  Only candidates 
meeting the job 
specifications will be 
contacted.  For further 
information about 
AGGREKO, see our 
website at www.aggreko.
com. 

niTipon is seeking (1)
Shop Manager - F 1 
post in Mandalay : Must 
have management 
skills, experience for 
customer service, 
Graduated, Good 
English communication, 
Age 28 ~ 35, Sign in 2 
years contract, (2)Sales 
- F 2 posts in Yangon : 
Basic knowledge of 
English & understanding 
skill, Any graduate, 
Age 18 ~ 30, For all 
posts : Expesrience in 

cosmetic field/service 
filed, Salary negotiable, 
Please send resume with 
supporting documents to 
sabaephyu26@gmail.
com 

KelVin cHiA Yangon 
Ltd* is a foreign legal 
consultancy firm. We 
invite motivated and 
committed individuals 
who are able to work 
as: Account cum 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant : Must have 
good written and spoken 
communication skills in 
English. Must be well-
organized, meticulous, 
have initiative & execute 
instructions promptly. 
Accounting background 
& experience preferred. 
Interested applicants are 
invited to send their full 
resume together with a 
recent photograph to 
ppo@kcyangon.com  
we regret that only 
shortlisted candidates 
will be notified.

coMpAnieS who are 
looking for Singapore 
telecommunications, 
Computers, Computer 
networks and Electronic 
products. Please 
drop me an email, 
message or contact me. 
Chris WongHP: +65 
81202496YgnSing@
hotmail.com

we ARe  seeking find 
staff in Yangon for 
expand our business. 
(1). Sale executive : 
English skill,  Man , have 
driving licene

 (2). Secretary : English 
language. Please 
contact to our email for 
send CV/ Resume  at 
zupasit@gmail.com 

we ARe seeking 
limousine drivers, 
full time, 6 days week, 
starting from K 350,000, 
Must speak Englih or 
other foreing language, 
Minimum 3 year driving 
experience. Contact : 
09-4201-65678, 09-519-
7354, 09-4317-9011.

AUng cHAn THA 
Trading Co., Ltd. is 
seeking (1)Sales 
Executive - M 5 Posts:  
Any graduate, BE or 
B Tech (Mechanical) 
is preferable. 3 years 
experience. Age 25~30. 
(2)Sales Executive - 
M 5 Posts  (Industrial 
Dept) : Any graduate: 
Preferable BE or B 
Tech (Mechanical). 
Age 25~30. (3)Sales 
engineer - M 10 Posts 
(Sales Dept) :  Any 
graduate: Preferable 
A.G.T.I or B Tech). Age 
20~25 (4)engineer 
Trainee - M 15 Posts 
(Sales & Industrial 
Dept) : BE, B Tech or 
AGTI (Fresh Graduate), 
Age 20~25. (5)Senior 
engineer - M 10 Posts 
(Service & Industrial 
Dept) : Any graduate,    
Preferable BE or B 
Tech (Mechanical). Age 
25~35. (6)pSSR - M 
10 Posts (Spare part & 
Industrial Dept) : Any 
graduate, Preferable BE 
or B Tech (Mechanical). 
Age  25~35. (7)Local 
Purchaser - M 3 Posts 
(Spare part Dept) Any 
graduate, Preferable BE 
or B Tech (Mechanical). 
Age 25~30. (8) 
Machanic Helper / Tool 
Room - Store  - M 5 
Posts : 1 year experience 
Age 25~30. (9)Office 
driver - M 5 Posts : 5 
years experience. Kha 
- valid driving license. 
Age 30~40. Please 

email covering letter, 
CV,  2 passport photo 
& photocopies of the 
graduation certificates, 
national registration 
card, labor registration 
card, police clearance, 
household census 
list to Aung Chan Tha  
Trading Co., Ltd :HR 
Manager, 54, Kaba 
Aye Pagoda Rd, Near 
Nawaday Intersection, 
Mayangone, Yangon, 
Email: hr.aungchantha@
gmail.com within 2 
weeks.

TRAVel companies 
is looking for Senior 
travel assistant cum 
authorized tourist 
guide, wth three foreign 
languages, may please 
contact to 09-301-
99028.

SMec Myanmar is 
seeking (1)Senior-
Government liasion & 
stakeholder Specialist: 
15 years of experience 
in leading. Conducting 

in leading, conducting & 
organising stakeholder 
consultation. (2)
e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
imapct Asscessment 
Specialist : 10 years 
experience in environ 
mental & social impact 
assessment & related 
filelds. (3)Hydrology, 
Sediment & Water 
Qaulity Specialist : 
tertiray qualifications in 
environmental sciences 
or water resources 
engineering knowledge 
& experience in 
environmental & social 
impact assessments. 
For all posts : Based in 
Yangon but frequent tavel 
to shan state. Please 
email applications & any 
enquiries to myanmar@
smec.com by Feburary. 
Ph : 01-8603578.

MYAnMAR TRAVel 
is seeking 3 Tour 
Operation & 
Reservation (Myanmar 
Citizen only) : 1 year 
experience as Tour 
Operator for the inbound 
travel  company. Fluency 
in English both speaking 
& writing. Possess 
computer proficiency: 
Microsoft office, Excel. 
Interested person send 
CV (with photo attached) 
to Ma Nway Nway Eai, 
Country Manager, Email: 
resal@myanmartravel.
com, Ph: 09-430-74201.

MYAnMAR food 
Co., Ltd is seeking (1).
Brand manager (2).HR 
assistant - M/F 1 post (3).
Store Keeper - M/F (4).
Service Provider - M/F 
20 posts (5).customer 
Service Executive 
(Hostess) M/F 2 posts 
(6).Admin Executive - 
M/F 1 post (7).Quality 
control - M/F 1 post (8).
Service Engineer - M 1 
post . Plese cubmit to 
Myanmar Food Co., Ltd , 

ph: 09- 730- 99383, mfft.
hr@gmail.com 

 MYAnMAR lifeSTYle 
Co.ltd, is seeking (1). 
Marketing Manager - 
M/F 1 post (2).Retail 
operation Manger - 
M/F 1 post (3).Brand 
Manager - F 3 posts 
(4).Sales & Marketing 
operation Assistant 
- F 1 post (5).Admin 
Executive - M/F 1 post 
(6).operation assistant     
- M/F 1 post (7). Graphic 
designer - M/F 1 post :  
Age  20 ~ 35,   1 year 
experiences. Please 
submit to  Myanmar 
Lifestyle Co. Ltd., 
Ph:+95 9 3361 1110, 
sevenfridaymm@gmail.
com 

(1) TRAinee Accountant 
- M/F 1 Post (2) 
Assistant Accountant- 
M/F 1 Post (3) Senior 
Accountant- M/F 1 Post 
(4) Office Secretary / 
Executive Secretary- 
F 1 Post (5) estate 
coordinator - F 1 Post 
(6) Technical Assistant  
– M 1 Post. For all posts 
must be speak  English. 
Please submit CV with 
necessary documents 
to 17, Shwe Tha Pyay 
Yeik Mon 2, Nawarat St, 
10 South/North quarter, 
Thaketa.Email :wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com  Ph: 09-4211-66892

inTeR gRoUp of 
companies is seeking 
( 1 ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant - F : Degree 
Holder, 3 years  
experience, Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate. (2)Accounts 
Executive - M/ F :ACCA 
or B.Com, 3 years 
experience in full set of 
Accounts preparation, 
Experience in MYOB, 
Great team player with 
excellent communication 
& interpersonal skills, 
Able to multi-tasks and 
meet tight reporting 
deadlines, Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate, Willing to travel 
overseas for training and 
must hold valid passport. 
Please submit detailed 
CV in person or by email, 
stating your current & 
expected salary, date 
of availability, reason 
for leaving and a recent 
passport photo to :  7(D), 
1st Flr, 6 Miles, Pyay Rd, 
Hlaing, Yangon, Tel: 09-
731-05353, 09-7310 
5340 Email:hr-ygn@
icononline.net 

( 1 ) M A R K e T i n g 
Manager - F 5 posts 
must be interesting in real 
estate  business,  Age 
between 25 to 35, good 
looking (2)computer - 
F 3 posts word, Excel, 
page maker, photo shop 
(3)driver - M 3 posts 
5 years license, Age 
between 30 ~ 45 years 
old. contact : 09-4201-
14749, 09-4211- 77105.

wAnTed Office Staff. 
Must be graduated. 
Fluent in English, Good 
knowledge in MS word/ 
excel. Able to work in 
door/ out door. Interested 
person apply CV to 
No.243, 4th Flr, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Middle Block, 
Kyauktada, Tel: 09-420 
731246.

A ReSTAURAnT is 
looking for a general 
manager. 300,000 - 
450,000 ks/month & 5% 
profits, cookiehustler@
gmail.com, 09-9729-
93330

TURQUoiSe mountain  
is seeking experienced 
architect (individual 
or practice) required to 

under take full measured 
and condition survey of 
historic building. Please 
contact, email: harry@
turquo isemount ian .
orgtel: 09-979-786 575.

engliSH speaking 
& writing staff for 
English magazine. 
cnucontents@hanmail.
net ph: 09-4500-65916

gYMBoRee plAY 
& Music is seeking  
Marketing :  at least 
1 year experience, 
Good English speaking, 
Basic computer skill,    
Good character & 
responsibility. Job 
Details: to initiative 
business development 
activities. Conduct 
market research 
Contacting prospects, 
negotiation and clients 
visit. Job Location: 
Pearl  Condo, Kabar  Aye  
Pagoda Rd, Yangon. 
Type of Employment: 
Full time. About the 
company: Gymboree 
Play & Music is the 
world’s leading parent-
child interactive play, 
music and arts program 
for children ages 
newborn to five years. 
Address : Block C, Pearl 
Condo, 2 Flr, Bahan. Ph: 
09-259-999113.

exo TRAVel is seeking 
(1)French Speaking 
Travel consultant : 
2 years experience 
in Tourism Industry 
or Related field, Pro-
active, team spirit, 
good organisational & 
problem solving skill, 
Strong sales & customer 
service focus, Possess 
computer proficiency 
: MS office, Excellent 
command of written & 
spoken in French. (2)
english Speaking 
Travel consultant : 2 
years experience, Pro-
active & Team spirit, 
good organizational 
and problem solving 
skill,  Excellent inter 
personal skills & 
communication skills, 
Strong sales & customer 
service focus, Possess 
computer proficiency. 
Good communication 
in English. (Only those 
with a genuine interest 
in joining a professional 
travel company for 
long-term commitment 
need apply.). Please 
send a detailed resume 
mentioning the reason 
of leaving and attached 
recent photo and other 
relevant documents 
to HR Manager at 
memecho@exotravel.
com. 

golden Hill Tower is 
seeking F&B Manager 
- M/F 1 post : Proficient 
in English four skills. 
Proven experience using 
computers especially 
Office Application. A 
university degree holder. 
2-3 years experience. 
Excellent interpersonal 
& communication skills. 
Able to work under 
pressure. Commencing 
Salary –US$600 Please 
submit to HR Dept of 
Golden Hill Tower No. 
24-26, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp

BUlgogi BRoTHeRS 
Korean BBQ Restaurant 
is seeking (1)Kitchen 
Staff - M/F 15 posts (2) 
Service Staff - M/F 15 
posts (3)cashier - F 
2   posts (4)driver - M 
1 post. All post have 
basic English and work 
experience in smilar field. 

No.135/5, Mawyawaddy 
Lane, 8.5 Mile, 
Mayangone, Yangon. 
Ph: 01-667061, 09-796-
307128, 09-730-90465. 
Email: bulgogibrothers.
myanmar@gmail.com

YAngon International 
School (YIS) is looking 
for candidates for the 
following position. 
Teacher Assistant 
Requirements: A bachelor 
degree holder, good 
command of both English 
and Myanmar languages 
and ability to work with 
expat teachers. Please 
send a CV & a brief 
cover letter to twphyo@
yismyanmar.com or 
YIS, 117, Thumingalar 
Lannmagyi, Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun, 
Yangon.  Ph : 01 578171, 
01 573149. The position is 
open until filled.

oUR oRgAniSATion 
is a leading provider 
of Project Engineering 
and Engineering Supply 
based in Myanmar. We 
are in collaboration and 
develop joint venture 
with MNCs in Power, 
Real Estate, Dairy 
Farm and Agriculture 
Sector is seeking(1)
Project Planning 
Manager (2)general 
Manager (Special 
Project) (3)Business 
development Manager 
(4)personal Assistant 
to ceo (Male Only) (5) 
operation Manager 
(Trading / Power 
Industry) (6)Project 
Sales Manager. Please 
send CV & cover letter, 
including your salary 
expectations, to Email-
h r . s t c l @ s u p r e m e -
companies.com. You 
can see more details of 
Job Descriptions from 
www.myanmarjobsdb.
com,www.myanmar-
network.net, www.work.
com.mm. The successful 
candidates can expect 
high competitive salary 
and benefits.

we are looking for 
tuition teacher 
Subject: Mathematics 
(International School 
Syllabus), Language: 
Must be teach in English. 
Standard: Grade 9 (Year 
10),  Ph: 556899, 553759, 
543376. Daw Khin Myo 
Myat: 094210-26116.

we are seeking Admin 
Staff : Female 1 Post, 
Any Degree Holder, 
Japanese speaking 
is preferable, English 
speaking is also 
OK, Good computer 
proficiency, Able to work 
independently with high 
integrity. Interested 
Candidates can able 
to send the email to 
mya t t haz i n . f u j i t a@
gmail.com or sent the CV 
to No (37), Rm (810) 8th 
Flr, La Pyayt Wun Plaza, 
Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Ph: 373634.

lolc Myanmar 
Microfinance Company 
Ltd is seeking HR 
Manager 1 Post in 
Yangon Office: Possess 
minimum of 2 - 3 years 
of managerial level 
experience. Age 30 to 
50.  A degree in HR or any 
equivalent professional 
qualification is a must. 
A strong competency 
in spoken and written 
English is essential. 
Interested and qualified 
candidates are to submit 
a cover letter & CV to 
Careers@lolcmyanmar.
com

Limousine Drivers 
- Full Time
- 6 days week
- starting from Ks 350,000 / Per month.
- Must speak English or other Foreign
  Language.
- Minimum 3 yrs driving experience. 

Contact No:09-4317-9011, 09-4201-65678,
                    09-519-7354                   

 VAcAncY  AnnoUnceMenT
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GERMAN Football League president 
Reinhard Rauball has criticised FIFA 
for insisting they will not compensate 
European clubs despite proposals to 
hold the 2022 World Cup in November 
and December.

Plans to play the 2022 tournament 
in Qatar in the middle of the Europe-
an season still have to be ratified next 
month by FIFA’s executive committee 
but the proposal has met widespread 
condemnation in Germany.

the FIFA proposal is based on 
common sense due to extreme temper-
atures in the Middle East state during 
June and July, when World Cup finals 
are traditionally held, but the date 
switch would cause major disruption 
to European competitions.

On February 24 Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge, chair of the European Club 
Association, said he expected FIFA 
to compensate Europe’s leagues and 
clubs for losing their top players at a 
key stage of the season, but FIFA gen-
eral secretary Jerome Valcke has said 
there will be “no financial compensa-
tion given”.

“I agree very much with Karl-Heinz 
Rummenigge that FIFA is obliged to 
pay compensation to those leagues 
clearly disadvantaged,” said Rauball.

“the terse sentence I read this 
morning, that this is not an option, 
is unacceptable,” said the 68-year-old 
German. “As far as I am concerned, it 
is an affront.”

Rauball says he expects a long bat-
tle with FIFA and has already planned 
his campaign.

“We have to see that we build up 
a broad basis with other countries in 
Europe who are also affected,” he said.

“then you have to see who can be 
involved with this until the very end, 
as not everyone has a term in office 
until 2022.” – AFP

FOOTBallGOlF

FIFA must
compensate,
says German
league boss

In Iran, golf a game of elite

MACEDONIAN striker Riste Nau-
mov netted a brace to ensure Myan-
mar Football Federation Cup win-
ners Ayeyarwady united returned 
home from Vientiane, Laos, with a 
valuable away-point in the 12th AFC 
Cup 2015 group stage, following the 
side’s 2-2 draw with Lao toyota FC 
on February 25. 

Naumov had put the Myanmar 
side into the lead with a 21st-minute 
goal before the Balkan forward made 
it two in the 57th minute.

Lao toyota FC’s boss, former My-
anmar manager David Booth, rang 
the changes on the hour mark, intro-
ducing substitute sitthideth Khan-
thavong to the match. sitthideth 
promptly rewarded his manager’s 
faith by netting within a minute of 
his introduction.

two minutes later, in the 65th 
minute, midfielder Phatthana sy-
vilay pulled the home side level.

Although points away from home 
in this second-tier Asian continental 
championship are a valued commod-
ity, Ayeyarwady coach Marjan seku-
lovski will feel at least a little dis-
appointment not to have held onto 
their 2-0 lead to secure a valuable 
away win. 

Ayeyarwady, who currently sit sec-
ond in the Myanmar National League 
behind leaders Yangon united, have 
twice previously played in the AFC 
Cup, but finished at the bottom of 

their group in 2012 and 2013.
this year, in addition to last 

year’s Lao League runners-up, unit-
ed will face the Maldives New Ra-
diant FC and their next opponent, 
Indonesia super League winners 
Persib Bandung. 

Ayeyarwady will host Persib to 
a 3:30pm kickoff at the thuwunna 
stadium on March 11, while Lao toy-
ota travel to the Maldives capital for 
the second games in Group F.

Meanwhile, 2014 Myanmar Na-
tional League champion Yadanarbon 
FC lost to Malaysia’s Pahang FA 3-2 
in the AFC Cup Group G opening 
match, which was held at Mandalar 
thiri stadium in Mandalay on Feb-
ruary 25.

Pahang striker Dickson Nwakae-
me scored in the 6th and 12th minutes, 
giving his side an early lead before 
Yadanarbon earned goals on either 
side of halftime through a Damion 
stewart own-goal in the 35th minute, 
followed by a Djedje Djawa penalty 
five minutes before the hour mark.

the latter goal, which saw Pahang 
captain Mohd Razman Roslan dis-
missed, brought the hosts level, but a 
late goal from substitute Gopinathan 
Ramachandra put Pahang FA back in 
the lead.

Yadanarbon coach Kyi Naing, 
whose side were defeated earlier this 
month by the Warriors from singa-
pore in the AFC Champions League 
preliminary-round playoffs, said the 
match against Pahang was a “close 
call”. 

“Early in the game we failed to 
deal with Conti and Nwakaeme, and 
they proved to be dangerous play-
ers,” he said.

“the lesson we learned was the 
same as in our AFC Champions 
League qualifier: We must not waste 
our opportunities in the future.”

Pahang FA coach Zainal Abidin 
Hassan called the game “tough” but 
added, “Our players settled down 
very quickly, which was exactly what 
I had hoped for.”

“the goals got us off to a great 
start but I think it also led to a little 
too much relaxation in their mind-
set, letting Yadanarbon back into the 
game,” he said.

“But after the equaliser we had to 
play one man down, and credit must 
go to my players. they showed their 
fighting spirit and found a way to 
the winning goal.” 

Yandanabon FC will next face 
Hong Kong’s south China FC at 
Mongkok stadium in Hong Kong on 
March 11. 

FOOTBall

Ayeyarwady earns points at AFC Cup

Russian tennis player Maria Sharapova 
returns the ball to Slovakia’s Magdalena 
Rybarikova during a Women’s Tennis 
Association tournament in Acapulco, 
Mexico, on February 26.

Kyaw ZIN HlaING aNd
maTT ROEBuCK

‘We must not waste 
our opportunities in 
the future.’

Kyi Naing 
Yadanarbon Fc coach

T HE bumpy fairways and 
patchy putting surfaces 
– more burnt-out browns 
than grassy greens – are 
not much to look at.  

In Iran, however, this is golf at its 
finest.

In the same way that the streets 
of tehran got new names when the 
Islamic republic dramatically came 
into being in 1979, so did the Engel-
hab (“Revolution” in Farsi) sports 
Club.

Iran’s only recognised golf course 
has had a fairly rough time since. 

somewhat starved of attention, 
and perhaps a greenkeeper, it lost 
five of its original 18 holes under an 
army land order – golfers now play 
five holes twice to make up the num-
bers.

But somehow the course has kept 
going despite few regular players. 
some grumble and others joke at its 
unorthodox 13-hole layout.

“It’s pretty terrible, but it’s all we 
have,” says Mehrdad, a 40-year-old 
businessman who splits his time be-
tween Iran, Canada and Germany.

He tries to play at least fortnightly 
with his friends, but other than on 
the Persian weekend (thursday and 
Friday) the club is deserted, he says, 
remarking that few Iranians know 
what golf is.

Kaykavos saeedi is a 53-year-old 
civil servant tasked with waking Ira-
nians up to the game’s potential.

“Golf can be for everyone but we 
are something of a poor relation,” 
says saeedi, president of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran Golf Federation.

Iran’s international sporting suc-
cess is in wrestling, football, volley-
ball and basketball. As such, golf is 
considered a tough sell.

saeedi admits he’s no great 
shakes as a player but for 15 minutes 
he talks passionately about what his 
wish list would include: more cours-
es, more driving ranges, more edu-
cation and publicity about the game 

in schools, and then – and only then 
– could more players ultimately be 
accommodated.

From a nationwide population of 
78 million, only 3500 people – about 
500 of them women – pick up a club, 
saeedi says, so there would be little 
point in a sud-
den uptick in 
numbers unless 
more facilities 
are built.

the paucity 
of the sport is 
reflected in the 
federation’s an-
nual budget of 
us$200,000 and 
the game in Iran 
has a history that probably does not 
lend itself to expansion.

It arrived with the British early in 
the 20th century. When their oil ex-
ecutives were not busy trying to take 
control of Iran’s southern fields, they 
liked to tee it up.

this elitism was magnified by 

Iran’s former royal rulers. the last 
shah, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 
played golf and built the tehran 
course in the grounds of what was 
then the Imperial Country Club.

Beyond the solitary grass course 
there are four sand courses across 

Iran.
As to talent, 

there are few 
shining hopes 
for Iranian glory 
but Hassan Ka-
rimian is the 
country’s best.

A scratch 
player and cap-
tain of the na-
tional side, the 

38-year-old has played in Asian 
Championships.

“When we go abroad to interna-
tional events I’ve been asked, ‘Do you 
have any courses in Iran?’” he says. 
“they’re surprised when told we’ve 
only one standard grass course, 
which is not a very good one.”

there are few youths coming 
into the game, Karimian says, while 
giving lessons at Engelhab’s driving 
range, which despite being only 225 
metres (738 feet) long is a good prac-
tice facility for the few who use it.

“Our players are usually over 30. 
It is rare to see 17- or 18-year-olds, but 
as a team we are making progress,” 
he says, pointing to national cham-
pionships and participation abroad.

“When the sports ministry notices 
this progress they will eventually pay 
attention. We need a vision to expand 
and make golf a known sport.”

But getting people properly in-
volved will be a tall order, says David 
Cherry, chair of the Asia Pacific Golf 
Confederation.

“the Iranian populace gets no 
exposure to the game as it is not on 
tV,” says Cherry, who visited tehran 
in January. He suggested schools are 
the route to follow.

“I tried to convince the ministers I 
saw that golf is not an elite sport and 
it can be played the whole of your 
life. I started at age five and am still 
playing 63 years later.”

On a positive note, Iran is mak-
ing the right noises by establishing 
good links with the APGC and golf ’s 
ruling body, the Royal and Ancient 
Golf Club (R&A) of st Andrews in 
scotland.

“I sensed a deep-seated enthusi-
asm for the game but they are uncer-
tain how to get to the next stage. It’s 
difficult to see where children could 
get access to anywhere a golf ball 
could be hit,” Cherry says.

Federation chief saeedi has a 
tough job, but with his office dot-
ted with golf memorabilia, as well 
as with portraits of supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and the late 
Ruhollah Khomeini, founder of the 
Islamic Republic, he will seek anoth-
er five-year term later this year.

“We have problems but we have 
to concentrate on finding talent,” he 
says. – AFP

Iranian golfer Milad Nazari competes during Iran’s National Golf Tournament at 
Engelhab Sports Club in Tehran on November 9, 2014. Photo: AFP
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Dancing, gunfire as Afghans 
celebrate cricket victory

Sports fest 
attracts nearly 
4500 athletes

tHE 4th National sports Festival came 
to a close in Nay Pyi taw on February 
28, concluding 16 days of competition 
that attracted athletes from across  
Myanmar.

the tournament – which was held 
at Wunna theikdi stadium, Zay-
yar thiri stadium and other venues 
around the city – boasted the partici-
pation of 2895 male athletes and 1466 
female athletes from all state and re-
gions. It encompassed competitions 
in 34 sporting disciplines, including 
seven for disabled athletes. 

the festival provided the opportu-
nity for up-and-coming competitors to 
vie for glory against veteran athletes.

union sports Minister u tint Hsan 
said he hoped the tournament would 
help produce a new generation of top 
athletes. 

“the other aim is to prepare for the 
28th southeast Asia Games. After this 
festival we will choose athletes for the 
sEA Games, with an emphasis on tal-
ent from the new generation,” he said.

the 2015 sEA Games are scheduled 
to be held in singapore from June 5 
to 16.

Myanmar previously held National 
sports Festivals in 1992, 1994 and 1997.

“the festival could not be held af-
ter 1997 because of the difficulty of or-
ganising the events,” u tint Hsan said. 
“this year we are restarting the tour-
nament by holding it for the fourth 
time, and we will now try to hold it 
annually.”

Kyaw ZIN HlaING 
kyawzinhlaing.mcm@gmail.com

Martial artists vie for honours at the 
National Sports Festival in Nay Pyi Taw. 
Photo: Ministry of Sports

H uNDREDs of jubilant Af-
ghan cricket fans flooded 
onto the streets of major 
cities on February 26, 
dancing, waving flags 

and firing AK-47s in celebration at 
their team’s historic World Cup win 
over scotland.

Afghanistan, making their World 
Cup debut, secured a nail-biting one-
wicket win over the scots in Dunedin, 
chasing down the 211 target with just 
three balls to spare.

the Blue tigers had slumped to 
97-7, but a brilliant 96 by samiullah 
shenwari took the Afghans to the 
brink of a sensational victory.

In Kandahar, the southern city 
once famous as the taliban heartland 
and now a bastion of cricket, ecstatic 
fans danced in the streets and fired 
off their weapons – a traditional Af-
ghan gesture of celebration.

“After Afghanistan lost the sev-
enth wicket, I smashed my phone in 
anger and cursed my team. Now they 
have won. I cannot believe it, but I 
am very happy,” said cricket fan Ab-
dul samad.

Another supporter, Khalil Ahmad, 
said he feared the worst as the team’s 
batsmen crumbled.

“I was watching the game from 
the very first ball. When Afghanistan 

lost its seven wickets, I was very dis-
appointed. I thought ‘that’s it’ and 
turned off the television,” he said. 

“Later, I saw shenwari was play-
ing really well, and I knew as long as 
he stayed in we had a chance of win-
ning. Now I do not have any words to 
express my feelings.”

there was more dancing and 
celebratory gunfire in the eastern 
city of Jalalabad, where university 
student Mirwais Rahman gave his 
classmates an unexpected surprise.

“I was in my class but was not 

listening to the teacher. I had an 
earplug listening to the cricket on 
the radio,” he said.

“When four balls remained and 
shapoor hit the winning boundary I 
cried out in happiness.”

In Kabul, groups of fans drove the 
city’s streets waving flags and chant-
ing slogans from car windows.

After the win, President Ashraf 
Ghani issued a statement extending 
congratulations to the Afghan crick-
eters and urged them to carry on 
their exploits in their next game.

Man-of-the-match shenwari – 
who like many of the side learned 
cricket in a refugee camp in Pa-
kistan – said the win was only an 
appetiser and the side were relish-
ing the prospect of taking on the 
mighty Australia, joint World Cup 
hosts with New Zealand, in their 
next outing.

Afghan Cricket Board chair 
Nasimullah Danish congratulated 
the team for their victory, hailing 
their efforts keeping themselves calm 
under pressure. – AFP

Afghan cricket fans in Jalalabad celebrate their national team’s victory in their World Cup match against Scotland on 
February 26. Photo: AFP

‘After Afghanistan 
lost the seventh 
wicket, I smashed 
my phone in anger 
and cursed my 
team.’

abdul Samad 
cricket fan


