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AGRICULTURE TOUGH RULES HOLD PROSECUTOR SAYS
MINISTER FACES BACK GROWTH IN PILOT DELIBERATELY
LAND GRAB CLAIMS MICROFINANCE CRASHED PLANE
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THE upper house (Amyotha Hluttaw)
of parliament yesterday unanimously
: approved the draft law to amend the
controversial National Education Law,
which has triggered student protests.

Members of parliament said the
amended bill includes 73 paragraphs
discussed and agreed upon in four-
way talks in February with representa-
i tives of parliament, the government,
students and the National Education
Reform Network. The bill was debated
over two days.

“There has been nothing more
democratic than this,” U Myat Nyar-
i na Soe, secretary of the Upper House
i Bill Committee which drew up the
legislation, told reporters after the
vote. The result, he said, was 77 per-
cent successful, in reference to the
proposed amendment by the Bill
Committee.

During the debate, only one out of
the 11 points demanded by the student
unions was defeated by votes, he said.

Members of the pro-reform NNER
had earlier accused the bill commit-
tee of reversing or watering down the
changes to last September’s national
i education law that had been agreed
on in February at a time when the
government was under pressure from

A girl holds an infant in an unofficial camp for displaced Muslims on the outskirts Stugelﬁprftgst& Soe said th

. . . . . o . al arna Soe sal € one
of the Rakhine State capital Sittwe in January. The state’s chief minister has told the point rgjecteg by the Upper House
United Nations he will only agree to a request to move 10,000 IDPs to higher ground . concerned the education budget.

PHOTO: YU YU ahead of the monsoon if they agree to undergo citizenship verification. CONTINUING ON NEWS 4

YCDC elections face scrutiny

The election commission that oversaw Yangon’s municipal vote in December has recommended voting eligibility be
expanded to all residents over 18 years — but political parties seem reluctant to push for reform. newss

n l| TALASILVER
LATEX MATTRESS
moments

' Sole Distributor : E., . NatRay co..Ltd.Email: natraymkt@gmail.com (B 664 363, 660 7
Luxury Home Fumishing Centre No, 22, Pyay Road, 9mile, Mayangone Township, Yangon.




2 THE MYANMAR TIMES MARCH 27, 2015

THE INSIDER: Felicitations to all on Armed Forces Day

editor Kayleigh Long |
kayleighelong(@gmail.com

Once was Burma...

Archival material courtesy of Pansodan Gallery
First floor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township
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Socialist-era magazine Forward marks Tatmadaw (Armed Forces) Day in 1970
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From Karen to Kurd

While the nefarious leadership of ISIS
is probably rather busy contending
with US-led air strikes on Tikrit, not to
mention tending to the sort of tedious
administrative tasks that are part and
parcel of plotting the expansion of any
caliphate worth its salt, they may have
missed the announcement that cadres
from the Free Burma Rangers - the
quasi-militant missionary outfit who've
bolstered the Karen resistance for the
better part of two decades - have taken
up the Kurdish cause.

Representatives from FBR recently
flew to northern Iraq on a relief and
training mission, and are planning to
return. They've also recently completed
a similar operation in South Sudan,
lending their expertise to IDPs there.

The group has not abandoned its
eponymous cause, but has simply

reached a point where they're
established enough to expand
operations.

“When we started FBR our teams
were few, the attacks overwhelming
and we could only hear the cries of
those around us in Burma. Now we
have many more teams and a strong
core of indigenous leaders. Now we
can hear the cries of others around the
world and we have the capacity to send
some of us to help.”

Here on earth
If you're stuck for plans this Saturday
night, don’t forget that 8:30-9:30pm
is Earth Hour, an annual event
where you're supposed to turn off
your electricity and ruminate in the
darkness about the environment.

If you live in downtown Yangon, you
may not have any choice. | personally

celebrate Earth Hour several times a
week, sometimes for hours at a time -
especially when the weather’s hot and
the grid is overwhelmed.

While you're at it, take a moment
to remember that it's only around 33
percent of the country’s population that
has a basic electricity connection in the
home.

Nice gesture
Speculation about Myanmar’s student
activists having adopted the symbolic
and banned-in-Thailand Hunger
Games salute gathered momentum
this week, with a number of outlets
reporting the story based on a few
images of ne’er-do-wells raising their
hands in the air with three fingers up.
Most of the images showed students
holding three fingers up, separated -
like a peace sign, but with three fingers
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Caption this: An image uploaded yesterday by his grandson shows Retired
Senior General Than Shwe learning to use an iPad. Photo via Facebook

rather than two. The Hunger Games
signal, however, is a little bit like a
fascist salute, with the pinkie and thumb
removed from the equation.

Whether or not the Myanmar
students intended the gesture as a
deliberate statement, it would appear
they're doing it wrong.

Besides, as Page 2 pointed out
last year when activists in Thailand
were getting arrested for pulling the
three-fingered salute out the front of
movie theatres in Bangkok, the Hunger
Games series is based on themes that
just wouldn't resonate here.

The successful book and movie
franchise tells the story of Katniss
Everdeen, a young woman who comes
to embody the hopes of a nation,
symbolising the rebellion against the
oppressive central government in a
dystopian totalitarian state.

In brief:
Guesthouse staff despair,
wonder why foreigners struggle
to follow basic written English
instructions about not flushing
toilet paper

Retired Special Branch officer
says he now has time to dedicate
to his true passion: editing a
decade worth of outtakes for
a Funniest Home Videos-style
compilation

Next week:

Tax audit clears Yanghee Lee’s

name, disproving allegations she

was turning tricks in order to

support her human rights habit
Newly arrived expat points

to surfeit of expensive new

restaurants and bars as evidence

of democratic progress
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Student demonstrators hold clenched fists in the air during a protest at Letpadan

on March 10, shortly before a police crackdown. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Students expected to
resume protests today

MRATT KYAW THU
mrattkthuldgmail.com

STUDENT activists - including some
recently freed from jail - will head
back to the picket lines today to join
a four-city demonstration demanding
the release of those detained at Let-
padan on March 10.

The protests will take place in Yan-
gon, Mandalay, Hinthada in Ayeyar-
wady Region and Monywa, and will
start at 10:10am.

The students are also demand-
ing an investigation into the violent
crackdown at Letpadan, which ended
with the arrest of 127 people. Four
student activists were also arrested
later by police for their role in the
demonstration.

After the government declared
those who could prove their status as
“real” students would be released, a

handful were sent home to their fami-
lies. On March 25, 65 of the jailed stu-
dents and activists were charged with
five offences - including incitement
to riot, unlawful association and ob-
structing police officers - that together
could result in a six-year prison term.
An additional 11 people on bail and
four students in hiding were charged
in absentia.

On March 25, the government said
the four in hiding are “fugitives” and
ordered them to appear in court.

According to the students, the four
are leaders of the protest march from
Mandalay, which began in January in
opposition to the National Education
Law.

“Were not fugitives but President
Thein Sein is. They are the culprits,”
Ko Myat Thu, one of the four in hid-
ing, posted yesterday on his Facebook
page.

Rakhine chief takes
tough line on UN
request to move IDPs

Chief Minister U Maung Maung Ohn says displaced Muslims can move to safer
ground ahead of monsoon season if they agree to undergo citizenship verification

% g )

GUY DINMORE

d o3 |
LUN MIN MANG

A UNITED Nations request to
move more than 10,000 “highly
vulnerable” displaced Muslims out
of two camps in Rakhine State be-
fore the onset of the monsoon sea-
son has met with a tough response
from the chief minister, who said
they must first comply with the
citizenship verification process.

U Maung Maung Ohn told The
Myanmar Times yesterday that the
authorities would support the pro-
vision of aid, education and health
to the camps, but baulked at allow-
ing them to move unless they went
through the process of applying for
Myanmar citizenship.

Most of the Muslims identify as
Rohingya, but to apply for citizen-
ship they must agree to register as
Bengalis.

“If they do not cooperate with
us in the process, the moving of the
camps cannot be possible,” he said.

The United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs (OCHA) said more than
6000 displaced people in low-lying
Nget Chaung camp and more than
4,000 people in Ah Nauk Ywe -
both close to the sea and east of
the state capital Sittwe - were at
a high risk from flooding, storm
surges and winds.

They are among some 140,000
Rohingya living in what the UN
has described as “abysmal” condi-
tions in camps set up in the wake
of communal violence that erupt-
ed between Muslims and the Ra-
khine Buddhist majority in June
2012.

Shelters at Nget Chaung camp,
built on marshland, “are gradually
sinking into the mud” while ac-
cess to adequate clean water was
a major concern in Ah Nauk Ywe,
OCHA said in its latest Myanmar
bulletin. Residents in both camps
were scavenging materials from
shelters, latrines, walkways and
other camp infrastructure for fuel,
it added.

International humanitarian or-
ganisations had asked the authori-
ties to take urgent measures to
improve living conditions and had
requested the residents from both
camps be moved to higher safer
ground before the monsoon season
arrived in May, the UN agency said.

10,000

Number of IDPs in two Sittwe
township camps that the UN has
requested to move to higher ground
ahead of monsoon season

The UN has previously rejected
any linking by the authorities of
political process with humanitar-
ian issues, but U Maung Maung
Ohn was clear that Muslims dis-
placed by the conflict would first
have to comply with government
demands that they renounce their
claim to Rohingya ethnicity in ap-
plying for citizenship.

“Only those who get citizenship
can have the rights of citizens. We
cannot place them on the same lev-
el,” the chief minister said.

“When I met the Muslim com-
munity, I asked them, ‘Do you want

to be Rohingya or Myanmar citi-
zens? If you want to be Myanmar
citizens then we can talk. But if you
want to be Rohingya, we needn’t
be talking as the government has
announced that the name Roh-
ingya is not recognised’,” U Maung
Maung Ohn said.

He said there might still be
enough time for the IDPs to hand
in their “white cards” - tempo-
rary IDs - and go through the
verification process by the end of
May, when the monsoon rains will
arrive.

One aid worker, who asked
not to be named, noted the min-
ister’s tough remarks but said the
government had begun allowing
some displaced Rohingya to reset-
tle while keeping the movements
low-profile so as not to antagonise
hardline Buddhist activists.

Many Rohingya refuse to re-
nounce their claim to their eth-
nicity in return for some citizen-
ship rights. UN officials note that
the small numbers who did relent
and were given citizenship status
were still not allowed to leave their
camp, with the Rakhine authori-
ties saying their safety could not be
guaranteed.

UN had high hopes some IDPs
would be moved after a report that
the president’s private fund had al-
located K200 million (US$200,000)
for building houses for IDPs in
camps in Rakhine State. About
10,000 Buddhists also remain dis-
placed because of the conflict.

Treatment of the Rohingya - es-
timated to number some 1.3 million
- was among the five issues listed
by US President Barack Obama
when he was asked during his visit
to Myanmar last November how
he would measure progress in the
country’s transition from military
rule to democracy.
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YCDC election commission
calls for full voting rights

KYAW
PHONE
KYAW

k.phonekyaw(dgmail.com

AN election commission report into
Yangon’s heavily criticised munici-
pal election in December has rec-
ommended scrapping the one-vote-
per-household rule and allowing all
adults over the age of 18 to cast a bal-
lot, commission head U Tin Aye said
yesterday.

“The constitution gives voting
rights to every person over 18. Only
the YCDC election acted like that. It
is against civil rights,” he told The My-
anmar Times.

Most people in Yangon lost their
voting rights in the December 27 elec-
tion, the first municipal election in
the city for 50 years. Out of 5.2 mil-
lion people, only 401,000 were able to
ballots under the election act, which
gave one vote per household that pos-
sessed government residency docu-
ments. The act was widely criticised
by regional hluttaw MPs, election
monitors, civil society organisations
and the media.

“The next election should be held
after amending the election act. The

A Yangon resident votes in the December 2014 election. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

act has many weak points,” U Tin Aye
said.
Ko Aung Tun, an independent

researcher involved in the review of
the YCDC election, agreed that vot-
ing should be expanded. But he noted

that most political parties - which
are banned from contesting munici-
pal elections - were not interested in
amending the law.

“Now only civil society organiza-
tions speak a lot about this, but the
parties don't like it. They are ignoring
the issue,” he said, adding that they
were only interested in national elec-
tions.

He said the law should be changed
to allow political parties to compete.

“They should also raise public
awareness. And they should point out
the specific facts about amending the
act in the Yangon regional hluttaw,’
he said.

The act does not specify limits
for campaign financing, allowing the
richest candidates to win seats, he
said.

U Tin Aye said preparation for
elections should be extended from
three months to at least six.

Daw Nyo Nyo Thin, a Yangon re-
gion MP, said she had already submit-
ted a proposal to the speaker of the
regional hluttaw that the YCDC elec-
tion act be amended before end-2015.
She said she was hopeful that the
Union Solidarity and Development
Party, which holds a massive major-
ity in the hluttaw, would not oppose
amending the act following a barrage
of criticism by the public and media.

Govt reveals detail on planned

HTOO THANT
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

BOWING to demands from parlia-
ment, the government has spelled out
in detail its plans to raise the pay of
civil servants and military personnel.
In a statement to Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
yesterday, Minister for Finance U Win
Shein revealed that some senior gov-
ernment officials would see their sala-
ries more than double if the budget is
approved.

“This shows that the government
recognises the work of civil servants
and demonstrates the government’s
goodwill towards them,” U Win Shein
told parliament, adding that the gov-
ernment will announce increased
rates for pensioners and cost-of-living
allowances for staff posted to remote
parts of the country separately.

The pay of the lowest-paid civil
servants would rise from K?75,000 a

month to K125,000, he said. At the
other end of the scale, 13 levels higher,
those at the rank of director general
would receive K500,000 instead of
K250,000. This alters the ratio be-
tween the highest-paid and the lowest,
with top officials to be paid 4.2 times
as much as the lowest-paid, instead of
3.3 times as much.

Military pay levels go even higher.
The senior general will now receive
K3 million, up from K1.2 million, while
the vice senior general will receive K2.5
million, up from K1 million. A general
will get K2 million, up from K800,000;
a lieutenant general, up from K600,000
to K1.2 million; and a major general, up
from K400,000 to K1 million.

Civil servants below the rank of
director general will receive as fol-
lows: assistant director general, from
K220,000 to K380,000; director, from
K200,000 to K340,000; and assistant
director, from K180,000 to K310,000.

The proposed increase will add
K2.901 trillion to the 2015-16 budget.
Despite fears expressed by some that
such a bonanza could add fuel to ris-
ing inflation, most MPs spoke out in
favour of the move, indicating they
will put up no resistance when the
budget bill is finally considered.

MPs had earlier refused to discuss
the budget until the government ex-
plained how the pay rises would be
allocated.

U Soe Naing, MP for Pyapon town-
ship, Ayeyarwady Region, a former
major general, said even the elevated
rate was hardly a handsome salary for
a Commander-in-Chief. “Compared to
the pay of a Union minister and dep-
uty minister, and regional government
ministers, it is not excessive,” he said.

U Win Oo, MP for Yebyu town-
ship, Tanintharyi Region, told The
Myanmar Times that the new rates
for soldiers were appropriate, but the

pay rises

increase for civil servants was a bit
small. “It was lower than we expected,
and I'm sorry about that,” he said.
The pay rise is also accompanied
by the cancellation of a K30,000 al-
lowance, bringing the increase for the
lowest-paid to only K20,000. However,
U Thein Tun Oo, of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw Joint Bill Committee, said the
pay increase would be incorporated
permanently in the salary, while the
allowance was only temporary. “It will
be payable until they retire,” he said.
U Win Than, MP for Thabaung
in Ayeyarwady Region, discounted
fears of a jump in inflation. “Thanks
to the pay rise, government staff can
buy things they couldn’t afford before.
They can spend money on their chil-
dren’s education. But they are not go-
ing to buy two bags of rice where they
bought one before,” he said.
- Translation by Zar Zar Soe
and Thirt Min Htun

Minister faces land-grab accusations

WA LONE
walone14@gmail.com

MINISTER for Agriculture U Myint
Hlaing has been embroiled in allega-
tions that he oversaw the confiscation
of thousands of acres of land while
military commander in northeastern
Shan State.

Watchdog group Global Witness
made the allegations in a report re-
leased yesterday, titled “Guns, Cronies
and Crops”, in which it also said the Un-
ion Solidarity and Development Party
had benefited from the confiscations.

The group interviewed 124 people
from 11 villages in Lashio district that
lost their land to confiscations. They
told the group that the military, work-
ing together with government officials,
took the land without conducting any
consultations and offered almost no
compensation.

Josie Cohen, land campaigner at
Global Witness, said yesterday that the

confiscations were conducted mostly in
2006, by a local regiment under direct
orders from U Myint Hlaing, who was
then commander of Northeast Region
Command in Lashio.

Taken under what Global Witness
described as a “privatisation program’,
the land was then transferred to com-
panies for use as rubber plantations.

A private company, Sein Wut Hmon,
was identified as one of the major
beneficiaries. Global Witness said the
military official in charge of the con-
fiscations is now working for the firm.
Others to benefit were the USDP, which
received a 1300-acre plantation, and
two members of parliament, U Shauk
Chaung and U Kyin Wong.

“What we've seen in Myanmar’s
land sector is a transition from military
rule to a form of gangster capitalism,
with elites able to grab land with total
impunity,” Ms Cohen said.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Ir-
rigation did not respond to requests for

comment yesterday. Sein Wut Hmon
declined to comment, but previously
told Global Witness that the reports
were hearsay and it had not used mili-
tary connections to acquire the land.
It also said that it had consulted with
residents and provided them with jobs
on the plantations.

U Sai San Min, an Amyotha Hluttaw
representative for northern Shan State
from the Shan Nationalities Democrat-
ic Party, said the Tatmadaw had confis-
cated nearly 6000 acres in the area of
farmland during military rule.

He also confirmed that the USDP,
military officials acting in a personal
capacity and military-linked companies
had received another 6000-plus acres.

However, he disputed the size of the
land-grabbing outlined in the Global
Witness report. “I submitted about
80 percent of land confiscation cases
[from my constituency] to parliament
but no one reported anything to me
about Sein Wut Hmon,” he said.

CONTINUED FROM NEWS 1

Students demanded that 20 percent
of the national budget should be al-
located for education. However, it
was difficult to meet this demand
because the amount might depend
on the economic performance of the
nation in each fiscal year, he said.

In the amendment to the National
Education Law it was stated that the
government expressed its ambition to
increase the budget allotment for edu-
cation to 20 percent of the national
budget within five years.

After the vote in the upper house,
the deputy minister for education U
Zaw Min Aung proposed to the speak-
er that the bill of amendment should
be approved.

Amyotha Hluttaw member
from Kayah State U Po Rae sec-
onded the motion and the speak-
er of the upper house, U Khin
Aung Myint, announced that the
amendment had been approved.
The bill moves next to the Pyithu
Hluttaw, or lower house, for its
consideration.
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Rights
group to
submit
land grabs
to ICC

CHITSU
suwai.chit@gmail.com

MYANMAR'’S long-standing land-grab
issue is now to receive international
exposure, as human rights activists
prepare to file a specimen case with
the International Criminal Court as
a crime against humanity. Ko Zarni, a
farmers’ rights defender and a volun-
teer with the International Federation
for Human Rights, is organising the
move.

According to the report of Pyidaung-
su Hluttaw’s land confiscation investi-

gation commission, 6 million acres of

farmland were confiscated throughout
the country while under military rule,
of which only 237,615 acres have been
restored to the previous owners.

“If we can file a land dispute with
the court, we believe the farmers could
score a moral victory and recover some
dignity. But we’re also afraid there may
be retaliation,” said Ko Zarni. “We just
want the government to give back the
land or to give reasonable compen-
sation to the farmers. This can be re-
solved peacefully”

He said the international human
rights federation, known by its French
initials FIDH, was gathering data about
land disputes all over the country prior
to deciding which case should be filed.
Practical difficulties include compiling
exact and specific details of the seizures
and the personal details of the farmers.

One possible case concerns the Myo
Tha Industrial Garden. In 2011, the gov-
ernment seized 4000 hectares (10,000

acres) of land from farmers who say

they were denied adequate compensa-
tion, Ko Zarni said.

He said it was the “most suit-
able” case to file first of those as-

sessed because it was both recent and

well-documented.

He said land-grab cases in conflict

areas were not suitable for filing be-
cause of difficulties in gathering the
necessary data.

U Nyan Zaw, a member of the My-
anmar National Human Rights Com-
mission, said land disputes were the
most numerous cases submitted to the
commission.

Bus lines, passengers seek
to beat the Thingyan touts

AYE
NYEIN
WIN

ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com

BUS lines have joined highway au-
thorities in a clampdown on ticket
touts. As people throughout the
country prepare to travel to spend
the Thingyan water festival with
their loved ones, various measures
are being put in place to make sure
access to tickets is fair and reason-
ably priced.

JJ Express opened Thingyan tick-
et sales on March 15 and has already
sold out, sales manager U Kyaut said
yesterday.

“We wanted to avoid the creation
of a black market,” he said. “We asked
customers to produce a national
identity card when they bought the
ticket, and again when they get on
the bus. We’re only selling to people
who really have to travel.”

Over the holiday period, which
runs April 12-21, JJ is running three
buses a day to Nay Pyi Taw, two to
Mandalay and one each to Taunggyi
and Bagan.

Another popular bus line, Elite,
opened ticket sales on March 23 to
customers who had been queuing
since 3am. They also sold only to cus-
tomers who produced their national
ID. Photos showed large lines at the
ticket counter.

“We queued at the ticket station
in Mindhamma from about 7am.
There were about 200 others in the
queue. We're going to Mandalay on
April 11. We paid K20,000 for two
tickets for special seats, including
travel insurance,” said Ma Mee Mee
of Mayangone township.

Other lines will not open sales un-
til today, or as late as April 1.

“Some bus lines say customers
have to come in person because
they won’t accept bookings by
phone,” said Ma Nandar of Thaketa
township.

The new policy of releasing all
tickets on a single day has received
mixed reviews from travellers.

“This system is good, I think.
We know in advance we will have a
ticket. The only problem is having to

e |8

Passengers alight from a bus

at Yangon’s Aung Mingalar -
Highway Bus Station on March 24.
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

queue in the early morning,” said Ma
Zin Mar Hlaing from North Dagon
township.

‘We asked customers
to produce a
national identity
card when they

... geton the bus.
We’re only selling

to people who really
have to travel.

U Kyaut
JJ Express highway bus line

Ma Su Mon Mon Latt from North
Okkalapa said it was only good for
those who had made plans well in
advance of the holiday.

“I plan to go to Mandalay but I
still haven’t got a ticket,” she said. “I
have heard some bus lines will sell
tickets just one day before departure.
It seems like every line has s differ-
ent policy.”

The Yangon Region Supervisory
Committee for Motor Vehicles, better
known by its Myanmar-language ac-
ronym Ma Hta Tha, says it has no au-
thority to set the date of ticket sales
or direct bus lines when to provide
services.

“Some lines will close during the
holiday. But we can’t tell them to run
buses in Thingyan, or ask them to
put on more buses,” said Ma Hta Tha
chair U Nyunt Wai.

However, Ma Hta Tha does exert
strict control over ticket prices. They

have already announced that passen-
gers can complain to the authority
about overcharging and apply for a
refund.

“The bus line will pay that refund
money to us and we will fine them
K50,000 for every overcharged tick-
et,” said U Nyunt Wai.

Price surges in advance of the
water festival are a familiar phenom-
enon, say sales staff.

“Sometimes people are prepared
to pay extra because they want to
go back home. Thingyan is the only
chance they get, so they don’t mind
paying more. Some bus lines sell tick-
ets direct, and not through agents.
But we can’t overcharge passengers
because the ticket price is fixed,” said
ticket sales agent Ma Ei Shwe Sin of
Tarmwe township.

There are 180 bus lines and 1500
buses based at the Aung Mingalar
Highway Bus Station.
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Education ministry
blacklists contractors

HTOO THANT
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

BUILDING contractors who perform
shoddy work and fall below standards
while building schools will face a crack-
down from the education ministry,
MPs have been told. Deputy minister
U Thant Shin told the Pyithu Hluttaw
that the ministry was blacklisting com-
panies found to be at fault.

The deputy minister cited two com-
panies, Klo Htoo Baw Construction
and Tagaung Yar Zar, that had been
forced to redo substandard work by
removing building violations and pro-
viding new furniture in January and
February this year. Building supervi-
sors who collaborate with contractors
in falsifying reports would also face
action, he said on March 25.

“Our ministry will not give con-
tracts to companies on the blacklist
next year. We have shared the list with
regional governments so that they can
maintain standards in their projects,”
U Thant Shin told hluttaw.

“Supervisors who hide the real situ-
ation and present false information in
collaboration with the companies will
face action under departmental rules
and regulations, if found guilty,” he
added.

U Than Oo, the MP for Myawaddy
township, Kayin State, said construc-
tion companies sometimes used lower-
quality materials. He gave the example
of a middle school in his constituency,
in Mae Htaw Tha Lay village, where
“the doors were made with the wrong
type of wood, the concrete piles were
sub-standard, and the furniture was
made from plywood instead of the
pyinkadoo hardwood stipulated, as
well as being too small”.

The ministry’s admission comes af-
ter Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker U Khin
Aung Myint sparked a war of words
with the government in September
2014 by alleging that much of the
additional funding allotted to educa-
tion since 2011 had been wasted by
contractors.

- Translation by Thirt Min Htun
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A man wheels a bicycle along a street in
downtown Yangon during a rainshower
at about 1pm yesterday afternoon.
Myanmar’s unseasonal rain continued
yesterday, following on from the 0.91
inches received on March 24-25.
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EU-backed police
media unit delayed

Police say lack of expertise means they have not been able to implement plans

TOE WA
AUNG

linnhtet.lt@gmail.com

A SHORTAGE of trained staff is
holding up the creation of a long-
awaited media unit in the Yangon
police force.

The European Union has been
helping the police force set up the
unit since October 2014 but police
communication with the media has
changed little.

“We have had no specific re-
sponse yet from the Ministry of
Home Affairs on the implementa-
tion of the media unit,” said Police
Major Pyae Sone, police chief of staff
for Yangon Region.

“A Police Captain was assigned to
release information in Yangon Re-
gion, but we need competent staff to
launch the unit”

The unit would complement
what the police are already doing
in terms of issuing regular releases
about cases and police activities,
said Pol Maj Pyae Sone.

Another official said the head of
the police force, Police Major Gen-
eral Zaw Win, was “enthusiastic”
about the idea.

Women police officers use crowd-
control techniques during a student
protest at Letpadan on March 3.
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

“The Ministry of Home Affairs
was urged to launch the media unit
starting with Yangon Region ... but
we don’t have the resources,” said U
Nay Myo Naing, a senior consultant
with the police reform project.

The EU did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

The establishment of a media
unit would complement the train-
ing the EU has been providing to the

police in an effort to make the force
more transparent, efficient and dem-
ocratic. That effort was called into
question following the brutal police
crackdown on unarmed student
marchers at Letpadan on March 10,
when sympathisers of the marchers
accused the EU of having “blood on
their hands” However, both the EU
and the police agree that more train-
ing is needed.

“We are going to establish the
media unit for Yangon Region to
conduct information-sharing be-
tween the police and the public,” EU
ambassador Roland Kobia said at a
October 29, 2014, workshop titled “A
model MPF media unit”

“In this crucial year, it is impor-
tant for the police to respond to me-
dia questions as much as possible,”
he said.

The EU said at the time that it in-
tends to establish police media units
throughout the country to provide
journalists with press releases, con-
duct press conferences and deal with
TV, broadcasting and social media.

“People misunderstood police
activities in the past. We want to
get people involved in community
policing. Once the media unit is
launched, we can better publicise
our efforts,” said Pol Col Thura Win
Naing after the workshop.

- Translation by Emoon
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Warship to
bring home
detained
migrants

NYAN LYNN AUNG
29.nyanlynnaung(dgmail.com

A MYANMAR warship has returned
from an expo in Malaysia with an unu-
sual cargo: 102 undocumented Myan-
mar migrants.

After taking part in the Langkawi
International Maritime and Aerospace
Exhibition 2015, the Navy told Malay-
sia it had space on its vessel for some
of the many migrants detained at
work camps who might want to return
home, U Sein Oo, a Ministry of Foreign
Affairs director general said yesterday.

“It is because of the warship’s space
limitations that we brought only 102
people,” said U Sein Oo.

The migrants, who were brought
to the Navy vessel from six different
camps in Malaysia, had been detained
after entering the country illegally.

The warship is set to arrive back in
Myanmar with its 102 migrant passen-
gers on March 29.

The Myanmar embassy in Malay-
sia said in a statement yesterday that
the return was the result of a meeting
with Malay authorities during the visit
of President U Thein Sein and Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing to Malaysia
earlier this month.

It said it plans to repatriate the
remaining detained migrant workers
who do not have the money to return
of their own accord. It has created a
list of eligible detainees and is discuss-
ing how to bring them back with gov-
ernment support.

Between 250,000 and 500,000
Myanmar migrants are estimated to
work in Malaysia, many without legal
status.

The United Nations Refugee Agen-
cy estimated that more than 132,000
of the 142,000 asylum applicants in
Malaysia as of 2014 were also from
Myanmar.

The Malaysian government detains
asylum seekers and migrants who lack
a passport and valid visa documents.

CCTV footage shows a burglar leaving Htilominlo Pagoda after stealing
money from donation boxes on March 17. Photo: Supplied

Bagan pagodas hit by
a donation-box thief

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

A SOLO thief plundered more than
K1 million from donation boxes at
two famous pagodas in the ancient
city of Bagan this month, a police
officer in Bagan has confirmed.
The thefts were caught on security
cameras at the pagodas and a sus-
pect is being questioned.

Cash was taken from six dona-
tion boxes at Htilominlo Pagoda at
about 2am on March 17, while four
boxes were hit at Ananda Pagoda
in the early hours of March 26.
More than K1 million (US$1,000)
was lost at Htilominlo, while
K100,000 ($100) was taken from
Ananda.

“We are now interrogating a
suspect in the first burglary. I my-
self am doing the interrogation,”
Police Lieutenant Aung Kyaw
Tun, head of the Bagan police sta-
tion, told The Myanmar Times
yesterday.

“We have also issued an in-
struction to increase security
staff at pagodas and install CCTV
at some pagodas. We detained

the [alleged] offender ... with the
assistance of civil society groups
and pagoda officials.”

A pagoda trustee said CCTV
footage of the incident indicated
the late-night pilfering was con-
ducted by an “experienced thief”.

“We noticed it when a pilgrim-
age vehicle arrived at the pagoda
at about 5:40am,” said U Ye Myint,
the treasurer of the pagoda.

“We think the thief might have
come down from scaffolding in-
side the pagoda,” he said.

U Aung Khant Maung Maung,
managing director of Leo com-
pany, which has installed CCTV at
some pagodas in Bagan, said trus-
tees were now considering install-
ing alarm systems triggered by
movement.

“They also need to install better
quality CCTV so the images can be
seen clearly,” he said.

Police said it was the first ma-
jor burglary at a pagoda in Bagan
for seven years. However, cases of
snatching handbags or backpacks
from tourists have been on the
rise, an official said.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Kokang rebels
reject demand
to surrender

After weeks of intense fighting, ethnic forces in
Shan State continue demands for recognition

LUNMIN
MANG

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

ETHNIC Chinese rebels in northern
Shan State have rejected demands by
government forces that they lay down
their weapons and surrender after
more than six weeks of intense fight-
ing in the Kokang border region.

“We don’t believe it. It can be a
trap. Anyway, we will not surrender
our arms,” U Tun Myat Lin, spokesper-
son for the Myanmar National Demo-
cratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), said
yesterday.

The 7Day Daily newspaper quoted
a Tatmadaw officer in the main town
of Laukkai as saying that the military
was distributing letters in Myanmar
and Chinese calling on Kokang fight-
ers to surrender their weapons. The
report followed a lull of several days
in the conflict with the rebel group
widely quoted as saying it expected
an imminent large-scale offensive by
the Tatmadaw.

The government does not recog-
nise the MNDAA as an ethnic armed
force but sees it instead as an insur-
gent group, and has rejected its offer
of ceasefire talks.

Spokesperson U Tun Myat Lin said
the concept was wrong. “We are not
rebels. We are revolutionary forces.
This [fighting] will not end until we
get ethnic equality and real federal-
ism in our country,” he said.

China’s official Xinhua news agen-
cy quoted Tatmadaw headquarters in

Laukkai as saying by telephone that
government forces had occupied all
key strategic hilltops in the region,
forcing the MNDAA to retreat. Lauk-
kai had regained stability with some
shops opening for business, Xinhua
quoted the headquarters as saying.
An unofficial tally of reports by
the military of its losses since fighting
erupted on February 9 came to 112
dead and 287 wounded, Xinhua said.

‘We are not rebels.
We are revolutionary
fighters. This will

not end until we get
ethnic equality.

U Tun Myat Lin
MNDAA spokesperson

Even as relative calm was reported
in Laukkai, a military officer told The
Myanmar Times that the Northeast
Region Command headquarters in
Lashio - some 100 Kkilometres (62
miles) to the southwest - had been
attacked by someone firing a rocket-
propelled grenade, which landed in
a field used by helicopters close to a
barracks on the evening of March 25.
No one was injured, he said.

He cited a witness as saying the
RPG was fired from a group of two
men and two women and that the
town was being thoroughly searched.
So far only their car had been found.
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EDITORIAL

A nation
of givers

RESEARCH and polling giant Gal-
lup recently released results of what
it calls the World Giving Index,
which provides insight into the na-
ture of giving around the world. The
researchers posed three questions:
Have you done any of the following
in the past month: Donated money
to a charity? Volunteered your time
to an organisation? Helped a stran-
ger, or someone you didn’t know
who needed help?

Gallup conducted the poll in 137
countries. The United States, one of
the richest countries in the world,
and Myanmar, one of the poorest,
tied for the top position with 64
percent. Canada and Ireland were
in second place with a score of 60.

An incredibly high proportion
of people in Myanmar - 91pc - said
they had donated. The high score
reflects strong adherence to Thera-
vada Buddhism and its practice of
charitable giving, or darna, which
is integral to religious observance.

That Myanmar improved from
joint second place in 2013 shows
a strong emphasis continues to be
placed on the values of sharing and
donating. We witnessed this recent-
ly at Letpadan: Protesting students
were seen sharing snacks and water
with police. Of course, it didn’t last
- the police eventually beat up the
students a couple of days later.

But the World Giving Index
shows that in some respects My-
anmar people have not changed
despite the at-times grim and tu-
multuous transition. It is one silver
lining amid some truly dark clouds.

Getting the facts right on rape

1Y

FIONA

g MACGREGOR

fionamacgregor@hotmail.co.uk

A REPORT out this week about riots
in Mandalay last July highlighted
the troubling role that rape rumours
have played in outbreaks of commu-
nal violence in Myanmar.

The findings by the Justice Trust,
a US-based rights organisation, came
after the sentencing of five people
to 21 years imprisonment and hard
labour last week for provoking the
riots that left two people dead.

From the major clashes in Rakh-
ine in 2012 to smaller riots in other
parts of the country - such as at
Kanbalu in Sagaing Region in August
2013 - accusations of rape have been
seen as an excuse for communal
violence.

The Mandalay riots occurred
after rumours of what was later
reported to be a false rape allegation
circulated on social media. The five
alleged fabricators - including the
woman who made the accusation -
were recently sentenced under the
Emergency Provision Act.

The Justice Trust report alleges
that behind-the-scenes actors operat-
ing alongside hardline monks and
their supporters deliberately used
the rape claim to incite violence for
political ends.

While there is scant detail on ex-
actly who the alleged unseen manipu-
lators alluded to in the report may
be, the evidence for online provoca-
tion by extremists was writ large on
popular Facebook pages. Calls for

Police in action during the Mandalay riots on July 4, 2014. Photo: Kaung Htet

revenge spread before there was any
evidence the allegation was true.

Exactly what inspired the rape
allegation in the first place remains
somewhat murky. Given the so-
cial stigma that unfortunately still
surrounds rape in Myanmar, it is
particularly difficult to imagine most
women would choose to make a false
claim unless desperate or otherwise
pressured.

According to reports of state
television broadcasts in July last year,
authorities found that Daw Phyu
Phyu Min, the 30-year-old Buddhist
woman who made the rape allegation
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against two Muslim cafe owners, was
paid and coached to do so by a local
businessman who was seeking to
discredit a competitor.

The rape claim came amid what
locals in Mandalay say were long-
running rivalries in which a previous
allegation of rape - also allegedly
false - had been made by other par-
ties involved.

Daw Phyu Phyu Min’s husband,
according to reports at the time,
was in prison for drug offences. She
needed money, and was offered K1
million (just under $1000) to make
a rape claim against the Muslim cafe
owners.

It remains uncertain whether
Daw Phyu Phyu Min was aware that
the allegations she made would be
used to stir up sectarian violence.

There is no question that rape
allegations should be taken extremely
seriously. In many circumstances it
is difficult for genuine rape victims
to be believed let alone reach a suc-
cessful prosecution. Highly publicised
cases of false-rape claims, however
rare, can only heighten the problems
faced by those who have been
genuinely assaulted.

Even if unaware of the potential
for violence and death her accusation
would unleash, Daw Phyu Phyu Min
must at least have had some idea of
the personal impact it would have on
those who were accused.

Yet whatever Daw Phyu Phyu
Min’s motives, the calls for violence
on the back of her accusation came
from influential, educated men -
most notably the monk U Wirathu,
who has considerable resources at his
disposal.

There is an extremely important
issue here, which needs to be un-
picked from this story: The concept
of rape as an “honour” crime is being
used by powerful community leaders
to propagate political, religious or
ethnic outrage.

Victims of rape too often have
what is the most personal of viola-
tions taken over by activists who
want to promote a specific cause.
The names of those who have been
raped, and often images of them,
are widely published by campaign
groups of various ethnic and reli-
gious backgrounds as examples of
affronts against specific communi-
ties, rather than principally of crimes
against individuals.

This is something that needs to be
held up for serious scrutiny by activ-
ists, the authorities and mainstream
media. That the vast majority of

rapes go unreported in this country,
as in many places, is widely recog-
nised. Those that are reported should
be treated sensitively and accurately.

There is a particular and ongo-
ing problem of rape by members of
armed forces, as well as a prevalence
of sexual violence in conflict areas. It
is a serious issue and pressure needs
to be put on those leading such or-
ganisations to stamp it out and seek
justice for victims.

But in doing so, those groups
addressing what is a very serious
and specific form of violence need to
ensure that the individual victims be
treated with dignity and their privacy
preserved if they wish it to be. These
rights should not be sacrificed for any
wider political aim.

Allegations against perpetrators
in such cases also need to be made
judiciously. Immediately follow-
ing the brutal rape and murder
of two teachers in Kachin State in
January, a number of respected
organisations reported as fact when
yet unproved that the crimes had
been committed by members of the
Myanmar military.

It looks increasingly unlikely that
the true facts of the teachers’ case
will emerge or those responsible will
be brought to justice, and that under-
scores the need for strict and clear
guidelines on how such cases are
investigated. But it does no favours
to those seeking to draw attention
to such incidents and prevent sexual
violence, when they mix up proven
fact with unsubstantiated beliefs -
however good the reasons they may
have for believing certain people
responsible.

It is to be hoped that false rape
claims remain a rarity, but the
spreading of unverified rumours
online about sexual assaults is a
growing problem. Meanwhile the
misreporting of rape cases - or
the diversion of attention from the
individuals involved to the anger over
community honour - not only risks
stirring up conflict, but also does
a disservice to the most important
person, the victim.

Rape is an emotive crime, but it
is also a personal one, and should
not be used for political gain or for
individual profit.

As Daw Phyu Phyu Min begins
more than two decades of incarcera-
tion with hard labour after being con-
victed of making a false rape claim,
those influential extremists who used
her case to incite violence for
political ends remain unpunished.
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Beyond stalemates to peace in our time

Armed Forces Day is a reminder of the high expectations that the military faces from a war-weary public clamouring for and end to conflict

NICHOLAS
FARRELLY

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

TODAY the polished defence ser-
vices battalions will take to the pa-
rade ground in Nay Pyi Taw to mark
the 70th anniversary of resistance to
Japanese occupation. We all know that
since then the army has entrenched its
supreme position in Myanmar society.
The basic fact is that even after five
years of erratic liberalisation former
military men hold almost all of the le-
vers of power. They have yet to fully
surrender control.

But when the current generation of
soldiers marches out today they will be
carrying a greater burden than gleam-
ing rifles and chests full of medals.
The people of Myanmar are looking to
military men to end the wars that have
impoverished the nation and made its
internal dysfunction a stark lesson in
the costs of inter-ethnic conflict.

Offering some resolution to this
strife has been a preoccupation since
President U Thein Sein came to power
in 2011. From east to west, north to
south, negotiators have worked to fos-
ter compromise and bring an end to

what, in some cases, are the world’s
longest-running civil wars.

Some of these wars started right
back in the 1940s. Up to a million peo-
ple may have been killed, but nobody
knows for sure. Even today, hundreds
of thousands of displaced and often
destitute souls struggle in camps across
northern and eastern Myanmar, with
countless others forced to find sanctu-
ary in Thailand, India, China and Ma-
laysia, or countries further afield.

The mind-boggling devastation of
these conflicts is apparent on any cas-
ual journey into the mountainous cor-
ners of Myanmar’s disheveled terrain.
The wars provide one strong explana-
tion for the country’s least-developed
country status and the overwhelming
lack of infrastructure found in border
areas.

Bringing an end to these wars is a
fiendish challenge. There have been
many efforts, over many decades, with
too many ceasefire deals to count.

Making these deals is admirable
work, requiring patience, finesse and
good judgment. In recent times, mem-
bers of the international community,
most notably Norway, the European
Union, Japan and Australia, have fur-
nished resources. The Myanmar Peace
Center and the Myanmar Peace Sup-
port Initiative have taken on a heavy
load in the hope of motivating lasting

resolutions to the conflicts.

To their credit, ethnic resistance
leaders have been prepared to sit down
and look for opportunities to re-ar-
range the political landscape. It is slow
and frustrating. Sometimes such peace-
building efforts require a particular
spark. On occasions, peace negotiations
have been shunted along by a specific
tragedy, even a natural disaster. These
negotiations can also benefit from
well-judged external interventions and
pressure. There is often the hope that a
magic wand will be waved.

Recent experience in Myanmar
suggests, however, that there is no
magic wand. While goodwill and con-
fidence have increased, there are still
profound misgivings about the shape
of negotiations, particularly while vio-
lent flare-ups are possible at any time.

In June 2011 when war re-ignited
between the Kachin Independence
Army and the Tatmadaw, U Thein
Sein’s government was still young.
As that war dragged on, hard ques-
tions were asked about the president’s
commitment to peace-building and
his sway over the military high com-
mand. Such questions reverberate in
the wake of recent fighting against the
Kokang in northern Shan State.

These wars, which continue to sim-
mer even as peace negotiations take
place, are stark reminders that resolv-

ing Myanmar’s history of civil conflict
will not come easily or cheaply. For
now, the international community
remains inclined to support efforts to
create peace. Many judge that this is
a precondition for the success of My-
anmar’s transformation, and particu-
larly for the fuller inclusion of ethnic
minority politics in Nay Pyi Taw’s cor-
ridors of power.

This struggle for Myanmar is hard-
ly unique: many countries manage to
survive with long-term wars within
their borders. Looking to Myanmar’s
neighbours, both India and Thailand
weather serious battles. In northeast
India, right along the border with
Myanmar, dozens of armed groups
have resisted integration with that
country’s political system. Southern
Thailand’s rebellion is another exam-

‘While goodwill and
confidence have
increased, there

are still profound
misgivings about the
shape of negotiations.

ple. A defiant and shadowy armed
group, inspired by religious and ethnic
sentiments, has made life dangerous
for what they consider “occupying”
Thai forces. Since 2001, more than
6000 people have been Killed.

None of these wars show any sign of
ending. Negotiations in both Thailand
and India are stop-start affairs, and of-
ten hamstrung by unwieldy, centralised
bureaucracies unable to make mean-
ingful concessions to groups they can’t
defeat on the battlefield.

In Myanmar, the right concessions
are only coming gradually, but they
are accompanied by occasional surges
of enthusiasm. On a day like today,
long quarantined on the calendar for
the glory of men in uniform, we con-
tinue to imagine that the next deal,
the big breakthrough, is just over the
horizon.

The history of peace negotiation
tells us such optimism alone is not
sufficient to end long-running -civil
conflicts. Sometimes bold and decisive
action, and tolerance for new kinds of
risks, is the only way to get past stale-
mate.

Nicholas Farrelly is a partner at Glenloch
Advisory and a fellow at the Australian
National University. His current Australian
Research Council-funded project deals
with Myanmar’s political cultures.
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Apex to
launch at
end March

ZAW WIN THAN
zawwinthan(@gmail.com

MYANMAR’S newest carrier Apex Air-
lines will begin operations from the
end of March, making it the 10" air-
line to enter the country’s increasingly
crowded skKies, officials said yesterday.

Apex Airlines will be based in Nay
Pyi Taw, and will initially fly to domes-
tic destinations such as Yangon, and
destinations in Tanintharyi Region in-
cluding Dawei, Myeik and Kawthaung
using a new ATR 72-600 aircraft.

The firm held its launch event at
the Novotel Yangon Max last night.

Chief operations officer Selva Ku-
mar said Apex’s second aircraft will
arrive between June and July, and the
third aircraft will arrive in the Sep-
tember to October timeframe. The
additional aircraft may help it expand
to other domestic destinations it has
in its sights, including Sittwe, Myit-
kyina, Mandalay, Bagan, Thandwe
and Heho.

Mr Kumar said the airline is also
keen to promote Nay Pyi Taw as a
destination, particularly as a MICE
venue.

He said the airline will promote
Nay Pyi Taw as destination especially
as MICE destinations.

Myanmar has nine other domestic
airlines at present: Air Mandalay, Yan-
gon Airways, Air KBZ, Mann Yadanar-
pon, Air Bagan, Asian Wings Airlines,
FMI Air, Golden Myanmar Airlines
and Myanmar National Airways.

Among the nine domestic airlines,
Air Mandalay has been suspended
since the end of December, but has
announced plans to resume flying as
a charter operator by early May.

“As part of our larger expansion
plan with an upgrade fleet and a re-
freshed outlook, two Embraer ERJ-
145 have been brought in from the US.
Our message to the public is ,“Get on
board, were back in business,” said U
Sai Kham Park Hpa, acting chief op-
eration officer of Air Mandalay.

He added the airline will launch a
schedule and details of routes before
the airline re-launches.

Impromptu real estate offices in the area of the New City popped up at the height of the speculation frenzy last year. Photo: Yu Yu

Yangon New City forgotten by
most but residents still hopeful

MYAT
NYEIN AYE

myatnyeinaye11092(@gmail.com

THE area of the once and possibly
future Yangon New City project has
been irrevocably changed following
its announcement by Yangon mayor
U Hla Myint last September 22.
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His surprise statement in regional
parliament that Yangon would build
a multi-billion dollar expansion on
30,000 acres across the Hlaing River
from the main city initially set off a
speculation frenzy.

When he announced several days
later that the project was suspended
indefinitely to give authorities more
time to assess the project, some specu-
lators were left holding the bag - some
land had been driven up in value a few
times over in the intervening few days.

Locals say they are still hope-
ful the project will be built despite
little discussion on the New City
project. Some are pointing to local
changes in the sparsely populated
area to the southwest of Yangon
across the Hlaing river as improve-
ments, with many still hoping the
project arrives.

Experts have cast doubt on wheth-
er the New City project is viable, how-
ever, with some saying it is unlikely
to be built - though some are not dis-
suaded.

In the intervening months since
mayor U Hla Myint’s announcement,
the area has seen electricity distribu-
tion installed and lamp posts built.
Concrete roads are also being put in
place, according to U Than Htay, a
resident of Tamar Tagaw village.

“We are seeing some preparation
for the New City,” he said. “It must be
for a city’s character, because it’s been
a very long time our villages have not
had electricity. Now, electric lamps
have arrived, but it is not an easy thing
to connect our area with the city.”

The area is also criss-crossed with
smaller streams, many of which are
now receiving bridges. Water channels
are also being added to prevent flood-
ing and control streams in the area.

“We don’t know who is doing the
digging, but YCDC is building the
bridges,” he said. “There are always
some changes in our village, even
though nothing big is happening. I
think the project was stopped ver-
bally but not in action.”

While the area may be improving,
the local property market has not re-
covered.

Transactions have come to a halt.
A year ago, a typical acre of land cost
K7 million (US$6775), though some
land shot up as high as K100 million,
and even hard-to-reach land was
selling for K15 million an acre.

Taman Gyi village resident U

‘There are always
some changes in
our village, even
though nothing big
is happening.’

U Than Htay
Area resident

Win Myint said there has been few
transactions since New City was
suspended.

“The market has been totally
stopped; there are no more people
coming from the city to buy farm
land,” he said.

Many farmers sold out during
last year’s speculation, though others
were left holding on to property that
is worth little more than it was before
the craze.

Local agents say properties which
would have sold for K60 to K70 mil-
lion an acre during the height of
speculation now cost K18 to K20 mil-
lion acres.

U Win Myint, who is a farmer, said
many farmers who sold their land
have stayed on as tenant farmers. He
added the area’s land is not particu-
larly rich, so rice yields tend not to
be too high.

“The paddy land is yielding about
half as much rice as it was 10 years
ago,” he said.

Local residents are keen to see the
New City project implemented, as it
will improve their livelihood. They
have even protested three times, ac-
cording to U Than Htay - but they
are still left hoping.

Parliamentarians say there are no
current plans for the New City to go
ahead.

Daw Nyo Nyo Thin, a member of
parliament from Bahan township,
said the government has said they
would withdraw the project.

“They committed in parliament to
withdrawing the New City project,”
she said.

“Parliament is not a playground.
If you go ahead [with the project]
they are being dishonest.”

She added the current govern-
ment term is ending soon. If it de-
cides to continue with the project, it
is likely the next government would
not take up responsibility.

Daw Nyo Nyo Thin added some
local people in the area had asked
for support from MPs, worried their
land would be the subject of land
grabs.

Large-scale projects must also
be implemented transparently, she
added.
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Offshore PSCs to finish
before water festival

AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

THE signing of the remaining Produc-
tion Sharing Contracts (PSC) for off-
shore blocks will be completed before
the water festival begins, say officials.

A total of 19 international oil com-
panies were awarded exploration and
production rights for oil and gas in 20
of the 30 blocks in offshore bidding in
2013. Only a few companies are left to
sign the PSCs.

“We have confirmed some PSC sign-
ings next week and are negotiating with
other companies to finish the process
before the Thingyan festival begins” on
April 13, said an official in the Ministry
of Energy. The signings are to take place
early next month in Nay Pyi Taw.

The last international oil compa-
nies yet to sign are Norway-based
Statoil, US-based ConocoPhillips;
Australia-based ROC Oil; Tap Oil
and Transcontinental Group (TRG);
the Canadian Foresight Group (CFG)
based in North America; Reliance In-
dustries of India, European firm Eni;
and Petrovietnam.

The signing with TRG is tol take
place on March 30, with Eni and Reli-
ance set to sign the following day, the
official said.

“Now we are finalising the exact
date for ROC Oil and Statoil to sign,

at the end of March, or in April before
Thingyan,” he added.

TRG, partnering with the Canadian
Foresight Group, has been awarded
the shallow-water block M-15, the most
sought-after in the bidding round.

A local furniture company, Lin Win,
is the local partner of TRG, while Cen-
tury Bright Gold, a subsidiary of Kaung
Myanmar Aung (KMA) Group of Com-
panies, is partnering with CFG.

Reliance Industries of India was
awarded two shallow-water blocks,
M-17 and M-18, and will partner with
United National Resources Develop-
ment Services.

Eni, which won two deepwater
blocks, is to sign its PSC contract for
blocks MD-2 and MD-4 in Moattma off-
shore on March 31.

Australia’s ROC and Tap, partnering
with Smart E&P International of Myan-
mar, will sign for block M-7, and Nor-
way’s Statoil, partnering with Conoco-
Phillips, was awarded deepwater block
AD-10 off Rakhine.

The remaining 13 contracts have
already been signed: with Oil India,
Ophir, Berlanga, BG Group and Wood-
side Energy, also including super ma-
jors Chevron, Shell and Total.

The offshore PSC signing between
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
(MOGE) and international companies
began last December 2014

MPT extends promo

prices for Swe Thahar

AUNG KYAW NYUNT
aungkyawnyunt28(@gmail.com

MOBILE operator MPT has extended
a promotion for its Swe Thahar users,
claiming a positive customer response
on the deal that cuts internet costs.

The plan has run for most of March,
but will now continue into next month.
It gives a 50 percent bonus on internet
use, and will now run indefinitely until
otherwise announced.

MPT deputy general manager U
Thein Hote said the promotion has re-
lied on customer feedback.

“If customers like the Swe Thahar
promotion, we plan to continue the pro-
motion,” he told The Myanmar Times.

MPT introduced its new Swe Tha-
har plan in January, which among
other things began pricing internet on
volume rather than amount of time it
was used.

Users had criticised the initial plan

in part because phone calls in most
cases are most expensive on a per-
minute basis than rivals Telenor and
Ooredoo, which charge K25. Under the
current promotion, MPT users can call
three other MPT users at K25 a minute,
though other calls are K35.

MPT users who have not signed up
for the new Swe Thahar plan are not re-
ceiving the promotional pricing. As of
mid-March the firm claims it has 5 mil-
lion subscribers using the plan.

“This announcement is a new sign
that MPT is willing to become more
competitive, more customer-oriented
and that it is fully ready to move Myan-
mar forward,” a press release said.

The firm, which is state-owned but
with a operations agreement with Ja-
pan’s KDDI and Sumitomo Corpora-
tion, plans to have 100pc of its towers
offering 3G by mid-2015. It also claims
70pc of Myanmar’s territory will have
MPT coverage by the end of 2016.

Lovebirds nestle below Hong Kong’s skyline. The city aims to be a portal for trade. Photo: AFP

Hong Kong touted as
window to world trade

KO KO
AUNG

pmkokoaung@gmail.com

A HONG Kong business delega-
tion visiting Myanmar touted the
special administrative region as a
gateway to commerce throughout
the world.

The Hong Kong Trade Develop-
ment Council and assorted Myan-
mar and Hong Kong businesspeo-
ple met for a networking event
yesterday at the Sule Shangri-La
Hotel in downtown Yangon.

“Mainland Chinese companies
make contact with the outside
world through Hong Kong. Chi-
nese consumers see it as a window
to the world,” said Stephen Liang,
director of the Hong Kong Trade
Development Council.

“Myanmar companies want to
go to the outside world for prod-
ucts and brands. I invited you to
look to Hong Kong and use it as
a path to do business in China,
throughout Asia and the rest of the
world,” he added.

Mr Liang also spoke about the

Council’s footprint, as it has more
than 40 offices in Asia, with most
in China. He said his organisation
could help Myanmar companies
find partnerships in Hong Kong
and to identify market opportuni-
ties in Asia.

The Hong Kong delegation to
Yangon - the eighth of its kind
- comprised 27 CEOs and other
businesses leaders from a variety
of industries, including financial
services, logistics and trade.

The trip signals Hong Kong in-
dustry’s eagerness to draw Myanmar
businesses so that the developing
nation will turn to Hong Kong as a
gateway to international trade.

U Philip, general manager of
Uni Asia Company, supported the
idea of participating in Hong Kong
trade fairs “as a medium to go to
the outside world”

“Sometimes it is very difficult
to go it alone and to get trust from
others,” he said. “By using the
Hong Kong Trade Development
Council as a conduit we can get
trade partners or markets and our
product will be known to others.”

Trade between Myanmar and
Hong Kong has grown in 2014 to
reach US$227 million. Hong Kong
ranked seventh on Myanmar’s list

of trading partners. The island’s
businesses has also invested nearly
$7 billion in Myanmar.

Though trade is increasing be-
tween Myanmar and Hong Kong,
concerns have arisen around com-
petition with the country’s other
trading partners. Hong Kong com-
panies of small to medium size,
which often lack government back-
ing, will have to do battle with the
likes of Japan and Korea - a task
they might not be up to.

“Myanmar can use Hong Kong
as a window to go international
trade,” said Winthew Leung, direc-
tor of Macrowide Group. “It has
huge potential to develop, but I
think Hong Kong is a little late to
come to Myanmar compared with
other countries like Korea and Ja-
pan.” For the most part, Myanmar
trades with China, India, Japan,
Indonesia, Germany and Hong
Kong. Its top imports include
fuel, vegetable oil, pharmaceutical
products, construction equipment
and machinery.

This past fiscal year, foreign
direct investment into Myanmar
spiked to surpass $8 billion. The
jump has been pinned to dyna-
mism in energy, manufacturing
and telecoms.
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Microfinance stagnates due to tough rules

JEREMY
MULLINS

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

THE domestic microfinance industry is
being held back by a number of con-
straints on funding, preventing more
small-scale loans from being disbursed,
according to industry insiders.

A microfinance law was passed in
November 2011, one of the first new
pieces of legislation brought in by the
civilian government. The industry
had previously been closed to all but
a handful of institutions, but follow-
ing the law a number of international
players entered and local organisations
began looking at expansion.

Yet much of the early excitement
around the potential for microfinance
has been held in check, as cumbersome
regulations have meant the industry
is growing much slower than many
would hope.

Acleda is one of the large foreign or-
ganisations that entered in the wake of
the microfinance law. The Cambodian
firm, which transformed from an NGO
to becoming Cambodia’s largest micro-
finance institution (MFI) and bank, has
had a Myanmar presence since early
2013.

Acleda Myanmar managing direc-
tor and CEO Kim Bunsocheat said that
while it is able to offer the small-scale
microfinance loans on a limited scale,
it has so far been unable to borrow
from abroad to fund an expansion of
its services.

The problem is not on the busi-
ness end - a number of well-known
organisations such as the International
Finance Corporation (IFC) and Blue
Orchard have discussed extending fi-
nancing to Acleda - but rather that the
loans are not being approved by the
Central Bank of Myanmar.

“We are told our interest rates can’t
be above 8 percent for dollar loans,
10pc for Myanmar kyat loans, but it
is hard to borrow at these rates from
creditors from abroad,” he said. Acle-
da’s rules mean nearly all of its borrow-
ing must be in local currency.

“Most international institutions
say around 12 to 15pc [for kyat loans],
while dollar loans are at 7 to 9pc.

“I think this is still a constraint.”

Acleda has so far been unable to
received funding from foreign sources,
and is instead limited to lending out its
initial capital, hampering its ability to
lend to those who could use the funds.

Microfinance means the provision
of microcredit, defined in Myanmar’s
microfinance law as loans without col-
lateral to reduce the poverty of grass
roots people and to improve their so-
cio-economic life.

These loans are small-scale in na-
ture - Myanmar has a $5000 limit on
microfinance loans, having changed a

Customers wait at the counter of one of Yangon’s modern microfinance institutions.

previous policy of limits of $500 after
industry criticism. Still, the loans are
tiny by most measures. Acleda’s av-
erage loan size in Myanmar is $230,
about a tenth of its average Cambodian
microfinance loan size of about $2500.

The amount of loans MFIs can offer
is directly affected by the size of their
funding - more funds means more
loans.

Debt financing is one of the main
methods of funding microfinance,
though it has become nearly impossi-
ble for foreign institutions in particular
to access funding.

New rules stipulate that the local
MFIs cannot borrow internationally
or from private banks, and can only
borrow from state-owned Myanma
Economic Bank inside the country.
The rules also say that foreign MFIs
cannot borrow locally, but can turn to
foreign banks or institutions for fund-
ing - if the funds can be brought into
the country.

Several government officials re-
sponsible for microfinance declined
to comment or did not return request
for comment on this article, including
U Win Aung, head of microfinance
regulatory body Financial Regulatory
Department (FRD).

So far MFIs have been able to grow
primarily with donor money, but sev-
eral of them are on a scale where dona-
tions are no longer a solution.

One official from a foreign MFI in
Myanmar said the entire industry is
disappointed with the rules restricting

borrowing. “Basically the industry was
growing rapidly and needed to grow
more - but now no one can borrow,’
he said.

The intention of Central Bank of
Myanmar is honourable but the cap is
misplaced for several reasons, accord-
ing to Jerome Pirouz from The Cur-
rency Exchange Fund (TCX), a fund
that provides instruments to hedge the
currency risk between international
investors and local borrowers in less-
liquid emerging and frontier markets.

The statement, sent in response to
questions from The Myanmar Times,
pointed out that the Central Bank
auctioned 3-month treasury bills last
month at a yield of 8.19pc - the riskless
rate of return that is an indication of
where is the cost of funds for risk-free
assets in kyat for 3 months - as evi-
dence that caps of 10pc on “unsecured”
wholesales loans to microfinance were
untenable.

Additional funding is necessary to
meet borrowers’ needs.

“Demand for microfinance in
Myanmar exceeds supply [by] four
times,” the statement said. “MFIs
crave funding to expand their balance
sheet as they scale up operations.”

Currency of loans also matters.
Myanmar MFIs cannot lend to their
customers in US dollars, as then the
customers are on the hook for cur-
rency risk if the exchange rate moves
against them. As a result, MFIs are re-
luctant to take US funding, particular-
ly as apart from TCX there are likely

Photo: Thiri Lu

no institutions willing to provide the
hedging that ensures the MFIs are not
exposed to currency risk.

Yet debt is only one component of
the mix that local MFIs use to finance
their activities. MFIs also make use of
equity, deposits and grants - though
each stream has its own challenges.

Equity financing for its part is ex-
pensive and limited.

MFIs can also be funded through
deposits - though in Myanmar this is
difficult. Deposit accounts must pay a
minimum 15pc annual interest in the
country - compared with 8pc at com-
mercial banks - while MFIs are capped
at 30pc a year for loans. Representa-
tives from several MFIs told The Myan-
mar Times that the spread between the
15pc rate on deposits and 30pc rate on
loans is generally uneconomical given
the local costs they face, which are
particularly high compared with other
countries.

In many instances, debt is the pre-
ferred method of financing.

While Acleda has been at the fore of
attempts to receive debt financing from
foreign sources, a number of other
MFIs are also looking at ways to fund
future expansion. BRAC, a Bangaldesh-
based development organisation, has
an ambitious business plan to open 120
branch offices in Myanmar by 2018, ac-
cording to its country representative
Faisal Bin Seraj Kazi. At the moment it
has 12 branches in the country, though
it hopes to increase that number to 30
by the end of the year.

BRAC has pursued a mixed ap-
proach to funding. It has equity invest-
ment from its parent organisation, as
well as accepting deposits and is apply-
ing for grants. It may also turn to the
debt market in the future.

While this year’s plans are funded,
its rapid plans for expansion mean it
will need to diversify its funding sourc-
es in the future.

Current restrictions mean it can-
not borrow from local banks, and
must instead turn to foreign entities
if it borrows.

“For us it would be better if we
could get a loan from the local bank
in local currency;” said Mr Kazi. “That
would help us have [insulation] from
currency exchange rate fluctuations.”

Still, Western sources of funding are
often important.

“Even if you have a South-South ap-
proach, for funding you need a West-
South approach,” he said.

The IFC, which would like to pro-
vide debt finance to local MFIs, said in
a statement replying to questions from
The Myanmar Times that debt to MFIs
is usually priced using three compo-
nents - country risk, project risk and
cost of swapping US dollars to kyat.

Country risk estimates the risk of
the country in terms of political stabil-
ity, regulatory environment and ability
to repatriate funds. Project risk covers
the institutional risk of an MFI. The
cost of swapping US dollars by a hedg-
ing provider like TCX a function of the
risk they see for bearing the foreign ex-
change risk on their balance sheet.

It added several recommendations
for policy changes in the country to al-
low MFIs to grow.

“MFIs should ideally be allowed
to borrow at market rates - the inter-
est rate MFIs borrow at should not
be subject to caps that are inconsist-
ent with how the market would price
MFI risk,” the IFC said. Additionally, in
many other markets globally, strong,
well-capitalised MFIs are allowed to
accept deposits at market rates from
the public at large, not only credit cus-
tomers and not necessarily at a pre-de-
termined floor, as is currently the case
in Myanmar.

“IFC and many other stakeholders
are providing MFI global practice ex-
amples from other countries to show
how the sector funds itself. We are try-
ing to send a consistent message from
many stakeholders to the Central Bank,
Ministry of Finance and Financial Reg-
ulatory Department,” it said.

“Until MFIs are allowed to borrow,
the sector is likely to stagnate.” Howev-
er, it added that credible international
lenders are best placed to assess and
price this risk and it is the responsi-
bility of the regulators to ensure that
borrowing is responsible and consist-
ent with prudential norms followed in
other similar markets where there is a
thriving microfinance sector.

— Additional reporting
by Su Phyo Win

MANILA

Cebu Pacific flying high after recording bumper year

THE Philippines’ largest airline yes-
terday reported a 67 percent rise in
profits last year, with strong growth
in domestic passenger numbers and
swift success on a new Australia
route.

Cebu Pacific posted a net profit of
853 million pesos (US$19 million) in
2014, up from 512 million pesos in
2013.

The country’s pioneer budget
airline flew 16.9 million people last
year, as passenger traffic grew 17.5pc,
it said in a statement.

Cebu Pacific’s Manila-Sydney
route had 30pc of the market by the
end of last year, after launching just
three months earlier, chief executive

advisor Garry Kingshott told report-
ers in a conference call.

Mr Kingshott also said he expect-
ed growth on routes to Dubai and
Kuwait, which were opened in the
fourth quarter of 2014.

“We’ve seen positive uptake in the
first quarter with fairly solid book-
ings for the March to April period

. my sense is that were over the
hump on the long-haul operations,”
he said.

“With true price competition,
we can stimulate traffic. There’s de-
mand there that’s going to be served
because of legacy carriers’ [higher]
prices.”

The Manila-Dammam route, how-

ever, will be suspended from next
week due to weaker-than-expected
demand and aircraft will be rede-

‘There’s demand
that’s going to be
served because of
legacy carriers’
[higher] prices.

Garry Kingshott
Cebu Pacific

ployed to the Manila-Doha route, he
said during the conference call.

“We do need to give some of these
routes sufficient time to mature,” he
said, adding that they are “under
constant review”.

Domestically, where Cebu Pacific
has a market share of around 60pc,
Mr Kingshott predicted growth
would continue with first-quarter
numbers looking “pretty solid”.

Banking on a tourism boom, the
airline will increase flights to Puerto
Princesa, gateway to popular white
sand beaches and diving spots, and
Legazpi, which is home to the spec-
tacular Mayon volcano.

International tourist arrivals to

the Philippines rose 3.25pc to 4.8
million in 2014.

The government is on an aggres-
sive promotional campaign to bring
the number to 10 million by the time
President Benigno Aquino steps
down in mid-2016.

Cebu Pacific carrier said full-year
profit in 2014 rose despite a 1.2-bil-
lion-peso loss in the fourth quarter,
as a drop in world oil prices caused
fuel hedging losses.

Cebu Pacific is owned by tycoon
John Gokongwei, the Philippines’
fifth-richest man, according to
Forbes Magazine.

It flies to 34 domestic destina-
tions and 28 overseas. — AFP
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Customers
clamouring for
microcredit

SUPHYO
WIN
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WHEN the people with the money
arrive, all the women in the little
room rise to greet them, like school-
girls. The 100 or so village women
are mostly middle-aged and elderly,
with thanaka on their cheeks and
flowers in their hair. The room is
hot and cramped.

Kyee Chaung village, Mawlamy-
eingyunn township, is 11 kilome-
tres (7 miles) by water from Bogale
township, Ayeyarwady Region. Its
515 inhabitants work mostly in ag-
riculture and fisheries, small trad-
ing and casual labour.

Daw Ohn Myint Kyi, a 57-year-
old mother of three, wants a new
K450,000 loan from Pact Global

fund. She has been borrowing from
Pact since 2009, when the fund
managers arrived in the village af-
ter Cyclone Nargis had destroyed
most of it.

“When Nargis reduced my home
and my 6-acre farm to ground zero,
I got a K70,000 loan from Pact.
Now I can get K450,000. I’ve never
failed to repay the loan or the inter-
est,” she said proudly.

“I will grow 3000 betel plants,
worth K450,000. It will be popular
in our village, so I want to try it,”
she said.

In 2009, women could borrow
K70,000 at 36 percent annual inter-
est, later 30pc. “We can lend up to
K100,000, rising to K500,000 after
four years,” said Daw Khine Kh-
ine Oo, a loan officer with PGMF,
which has a K4 billion fund.

PGMF activities in Bogale cover
51 townships with 904,674 mem-
bers and the repayment rate is 99.13
percent. The fund also operates in

A farmer in Bogale township tends his fields. The local customers are keen for microfinance. Photo: Thiri Lu

Although Daw Ohn Myint Kyi
had borrowed K300,000 from
MADB, she also needed a loan from
Pact. “I'm growing 500 betel plants
with a Pact loan that I have to repay
at the rate of K18,000 capital and
K2700 interest every two weeks. I've
already repaid the K300,000 loan

my home after Nargis,” she said.
Daw Khin Hnin Wai, 31, who
also has three children, with a loan
she took from Pact in 2012, did
manage to rebuild the house Nargis
destroyed, though the new house
was not as good as the old. “I had
a snacks and jam business before

time to rebuild my house,” she said.
She could also afford the thin gold
necklace she wears.

Pact beneficiaries gather in the
little room every 14 days to repay
their loans and interest, or to ap-
ply for new loans. The women are
organised in groups of five, all of

Microfinance Fund (PGMF), the Labutta and Mawlamyeingyunn from MADB. We have to survive on  Nargis. I got back on my feet with whom take joint responsibility for
country’s leading microfinance townships. debts and loans. I can’t even rebuild the Pact loan, but it took a long the group’s loans.
LONDON
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exchange
sells share

BORSE Dubai has sold its significant
stake in the London Stock Exchange,
sending the British group’s share price
plunging yesterday.

“Borse Dubai has ... sold its share-
holding in London Stock Exchange
Group plc, representing approximate-
ly 174 percent of the share capital in
the company;” said a statement issued
by the Gulf group, which was the big-
gest single shareholder in the LSE.

The stake is worth £1.53 billion
(US$2.29 billion) according to the LSE
share price at the close of trading on
March 25, at 2538 pence.

BILLION US$

2.29

Value of the stake in Borse Dubai that
was sold to the London Stock Exchange

In deals following the announce-
ment yesterday, LSE crashed to 2288
pence, down 9.85pc on London’s
benchmark FTSE 100 index, which
fell 1.15pc to 6910.79 points overall in
morning deals.

“While details remain scant, the
sale was probably worth around £1.5
billion and ends a ... reduction pro-
cess designed to crystallise handsome
gains thanks to many years of hopes
of another round of exchange mergers,
which have seen LSE shares double
from 2007 levels,” said Mike van Dulk-
en, head of research at trading group
Accendo Markets.

The Qatar Investment Authority
takes over as the biggest LSE share-
holder. QIA cut its holding to about
10pc from 15pc last year according to
Bloomberg News. — AFP
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NEW DELHI

Dirty money looms over India

SIDDHARTH Sharma, a salaried avia-
tion consultant, was looking to buy
an apartment near New Delhi. Of the
eight projects he viewed, developers of
three expected part-payment in cash,
an illegal but common demand in In-
dia.

“With my salary, I don’t generate
much cash,” said Mr Sharma, 43. “For
me, to cough up so much was impos-
sible. I had to cross those builders off
my list”

The practice of investing in real
estate with untaxed income or unac-
counted wealth is prevalent in India.
That may be about to change if Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has his way.
His government is planning a new bill
to curb “black money” that has inflated
property prices, narrowed options for
buyers like Mr Sharma and kept homes
beyond reach for many Indians.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley told
lawmakers last month that he plans
to introduce a revamped version of a
lapsed Benami Transactions (Prohibi-
tion) Bill in the current session of par-
liament. Benami means anonymous,
and such deals often involve conceal-
ing the identity of the true buyer or

the seller. “The first and foremost pil-
lar of my tax proposals is to effectively
deal with the problem of black money
which eats into the vitals of our econo-
my and society,” Mr Jaitley said. “This
law will enable confiscation of benamsi
property and provide for prosecution,
thus blocking a major avenue for gen-
eration and holding of black money in
the form of benamsi property, especially
in real estate.”

Data provided by Mumbai-based
Liases Foras Real Estate Rating and
Research show the real estate industry
accounts for a large share of illicit deals
in the South Asian country, with an
estimated 30 percent of transactions
done with black money.

That’s high for a sector making up
6pc of India’s US$1.88 trillion economy
and for an industry forecast to grow
fivefold to $676 billion by 2025 and
13pc of GDP by 2028, according to
KPMG.

If enacted, the law could mean a
“healthy” correction to property pric-
es, said Samir Arora, founder of He-
lios Capital Management, a Singapore-
based hedge fund.

“The biggest beneficiary of black
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Traffic passes in front of residential buildings in the Chembur area of Mumbai.

Photo: AFP

money in India is real estate,” Mr Arora
said. “The government looks all seri-
ous on this bill. Once you make the
rules tough, somebody will get caught.
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‘When a few get caught, then others will
freeze” The proposed bill will seek to
prohibit accepting cash of 20,000 ru-
pees ($319) and above for the purchase
of immovable property while buyers
will have to provide their income tax
identification numbers for property
transactions exceeding 100,000 rupees.

“In principle, the more checks and
balances they bring, the better for the
industry;,” said Rohit Gera, managing
director of Pune-based Gera Develop-
ments. “Every time one talks of black
money, it’s always linked to real estate.

real estate

We are an easy play because of the per-
ception we are a dirty industry”

Mr Gera, differentiating “reputed”
builders from others, said his compa-
ny accepts only checks and never any
cash. The prevalence of unaccounted
wealth being pumped into real estate
is more acute in land deals rather than
in developed housing, said C Shekar
Reddy, president of the Confederation
of Real Estate Developers’ Associations
of India.

“Where developers are concerned,
I can say black money in residential
transactions is almost nil,” Mr Reddy
said. The passage of the bill hinges on
Mr Modi’s ability to push it through
the upper house of parliament, where
his Bharatiya Janata Party lacks major-
ity. In his first legislative victory since
becoming prime minister in May, law-
makers this month approved a propos-
al pending since 2008 to raise the cap
on foreign investment in local insurers.

After the government failed to noti-
fy an original law in 1988, another ver-
sion of the bill was introduced in 2011,
which lapsed a few years later. That
draft recommended jail terms ranging
from six months to two years and a fine
of 25pc of the fair value of the property
held in benami.

As for Mr Sharma’s search for a suit-
able property near New Delhi, he says
he hasn’t seen a happy ending yet.

“Property prices have become unaf-
fordable in India, and with some devel-
opers asking for cash, it’s pricing peo-
ple like me out of the market,” he said.

— Bloomberg

COLUMBO

China works to warm
Sri Lanka relations
after construction halt

CHINESE President Xi Jinping
worked to mend relations with Sri
Lanka yesterday as state-run media
warned the island nation’s new gov-
ernment against shutting off bil-
lions in investments from Beijing.
Sri Lankan President Maithripala
Sirisena is on his first state visit to
Beijing since taking office in January
and is working to renegotiate more
than US$5.3 billion worth of Chinese
deals signed by his predecessor.

‘Mr President, you
are an old friend of
the Chinese people.

Xi Jinping
President of China

He has already suspended con-
struction work on a major Chinese-
funded “port city” commissioned
by his predecessor Mahinda Raja-
pakse, who relied heavily on China
to rebuild the country’s infrastruc-
ture during his decade in power,
raising concerns in India.

“We will continue to make ef-
forts toward building the relation-
ship toward a new era in the tra-
ditional friendship between China
and Sri Lanka,” Mr Xi said during
a meeting with Mr Sirisena. “Mr
President, you are an old friend of
the Chinese people.”

China wants to “deepen the mu-
tually beneficial cooperation in all
spheres, push forward genuinely
helping each other in our strategic

partnership”, Mr Xi added at the
Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

Mr Sirisena’s comments were
not translated to the audience.

Sri Lanka has complained that
it is paying too much interest on
the Chinese loans funding its infra-
structure development.

The $1.4 billion “port city” land
reclamation scheme in Colombo
suspended by Mr Sirisena was con-
sidered a security risk by neigh-
bouring India.

China has said any disruptions
to the project will spook foreign in-
vestors and an op-ed in the Global
Times, a paper affiliated with the
Communist Party mouthpiece Peo-
ple’s Daily, reminded Mr Sirisena
that “Sri Lanka needs foreign in-
vestment more than ever”.

“A consistent policy is crucial
for attracting foreign investment,”
wrote Lan Jianxue. “Sri Lanka’s
strategic goals will be better guar-
anteed if Colombo can integrate
them with China-backed projects.”

Mr Sirisena has also ordered a
review of other Beijing-financed
projects and loans amid allegations
of corruption.

Mr Sirisena made India - rather
than China - his first foreign trip
after winning elections in January,
seeking to rebuild ties with Delhi.

India was reportedly furious
after Chinese submarines were al-
lowed to dock in Colombo last year
when Mr Rajapakse was still in
power.

Beijing has been accused of seek-
ing to develop facilities around the
Indian Ocean in a “string of pearls”
strategy to counter the rise of rival
India and secure its own economic
interests. — AFP
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Civil society
frets land with
Investment law

KO KO
AUNG

pmkokoaung(dgmail.com

CIVIL Society is concerned that land
rights may be left behind as the two
main existing investment laws are to
be replaced by a new law.

The new investment law is to com-
bine the Foreign Investment Law and
Myanmar Citizens Investment Law
into one document, aiming partly to
move discrepancies between how for-
eign and local businesses are treated.

The former Myanmar Citizens In-
vestment Law includes provisions for
leasing land from the Union govern-
ment in Chapter 13, laying out a maxi-
mum of 50 years plus two possible 10-
year extensions, as well as a few other
rules on land use, such as priority to
ethnic people within 10 miles (16 kilo-
metres) of the border.

Some civil society members say the
current draft of the new investment
law does not include provisions deal-
ing with these leases, leaving open the
question about what the rules will be.

“In the old law we can find land-

related issues, but in the new in-
vestment law we do not see explicit
statements on land leases, so we are
worried about it,” said Daw Than
Than Aye, a lawyer from Earthrights
International, at a public consultation.
“Now how do we connect other land
laws and a renovated investment law.”

Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration deputy
director general Daw Cho Cho Win
said in a seminar that authorities
are increasingly focused on avoiding
land disputes. She added that the re-
vamped investment law is still in the
consultative period.

“Compared with the old Myanmar
Citizens Investment Law, I agree that
the revamped investment law still
lacks land usage rules,” she said. “We
will negotiate with other [bodies] and
add rules on land usage very soon.”

The Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration is receiving
support for the new Myanmar Invest-
ment Law from International Finance
Corporation. It has been holding semi-
nars in Yangon and Nay Pyi Taw, aim-
ing to receive input from community
organisations, NGOs and experts, with
consultations ending yesterday.

A number of civil society groups
have expressed concern about land

grabbing, leading some to highlight
land issues at the forums.

“If there are not exact laws re-
garding land affairs, it will become a
problem one day,” said Ko Moe, chair
of social development organisation
Light House. “With no laws, we can
do nothing”

Ko Moe pointed to a possible land
grabbing situation in Mandalay Re-
gion as well as the Letpadaung copper
mine as examples of the importance of
clear rules.

The government has moved to

LY
. 3
make it more difficult for land to be
seized from farmers, and formed a
commission to handle these issues,
though the situation can also be ex-
asperated because of a lack of written
titles.

Legal and policy expert Sufian Ju-
soh, who is working on the new law,
has said that authorities want to make
sure they take into account the opin-
ions of public and private sector stake-
holders as well as the international
commitments of the Union govern-
ment in trade and investment when

formulating the new law.

Meanwhile, Human Rights Watch
yesterday criticised the government
in a press release, saying it “has failed
to engage in meaningful public con-
sultation on a draft investment law
that could have a profound impact on
human rights in the country .... The
government should extend its March
26, 2015, deadline for public com-
ments and engage in genuine con-
sultations with civil society organisa-
tions before submitting the draft law
to parliament.”
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JOB WATCH

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
YANGON

JOB VACANCY
OFFICE MANAGER

SALARY RANGE USS51,383 to US51,824 PER MONTH
(Depending on the skills and experience)

The Australian Embassy in Yangon is a medium sized diplomatic agency representing the Australian Government
in Myanmar. It is staffed by employees of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Australian Federal
Police, the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, the Australian Trade Commission and the
Department of Defence.

Under limited direction, the Office Manager supervises a team to support and provide advice to senior management
in areas related to the administration of the Embassy.

The successful applicant will have an excellent opportumity to work with an estabhished organmisation offering the
opportunity to progress their skills and work experience.

Qualifications and Experience

The appointee should have the following qualifications and experience:

= Avwvery high level of written and spoken English language skills;

»  Preferably with a relevant university degree andfor excellent practical experience in all aspects of the position;

«  Proven expericnce and a demonstrated ability in administration;

«  Excellent interpersonal skills with an ability to work well within a small team environment;

«  Must have initiative and the ability to handle conflicting priorities in a busy office environment;

*  Excellent communication and liaison skills:

+  Good knowledge of modem office procedures, practices, methods and equipment including use of standard
computer software programs such as Microsoft Word and Exeel;

The application form, selection criteria and position description ¢an be obtained from the Australian Embassy,

88 Strand Road, or downloaded from the Embassy website at:

hitp:/fwww, sembassy.gov.au/rang/aboutus.html

Applications should be lodged at the Embassy or emailed to austembassy.vangoni@dfat.gov.au together with
a statement of claim not exceeding two pages, addressing the selection criteria and a copy of your CV, with one
recent passport sized photo. Statements should detail suitability 1o perform the duties of the position including
personal qualities, experience, skills, and knowledge relative to the selection criteria.

The closing date for applications 15 4:00 pm on Thursday 9 April 2015,

Note:

I, The Avsiralian Embassy does not discrinvinate in regards to race, ethnicin;, gender and age.

2 Only those candidates whose gualifications and experience are of firther interest will be contacted for an interview

o
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UNHCR

The UN
Refugee Agency

Y
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The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in
Myanmar is seeking for qualified applicants to fill the following position:

1) Senior Data Management Assistant PN 10003185, GL-5
(UNHCR Contract - FTA, Hpa-An)

Closing date: 08 April 2015

The detailed Terms of Reference for these positions are available on request
from UNHCR offices in Yangon, Maungdaw, Buthidaung, Sittwe, Myitkyina,
Bhamo, Mawlamyine, Hpa-An, Loikaw, Dawei and Taungoo.

www.unhcr.org

Challenging Media Sales Position

MCM is looking for an excellent candidate to oversee our National
Sales Force. Successful candidates will have strong commercial management
experience, the vision to develop our business, and a track-record of B2B Sales
Management. Experience in the media sector will be a bonus.

The National Sales Director will oversee our Sales Department’s
activities day-to-day, coaching the team towards strong sales performance while
overseeing the placement of advertisements into our products, and reporting
directly to top management.

Success in this challenging position will require going beyond week-to-
week management and test your ability to chase new business, develop new
business opportunities, and inform the company’s growth as a whole. Your
success in this position will pave the way towards a rewarding career in Media.
Are you ready to take your management career to the next level? Remuneration
will be commensurate with candidate’s experience.

Apply today:
Email our HR team at MCMHRD @mmtimes.com.mm for a full job description
and details on the application process.

Y (04

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
379-383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada T/S, Yangon
Email applications to: mecmhrd @myanmartimes.com.mm

Executive Search
Recruiting for you

Business Development manager

Marketing manager

Sales and distribution manager

Brand manager

Logistic officer
Medical doctor

APPLY NOW!

Project manager
Sales engineer
Site engineer
Chief Accountant
Accountant

HR Manager
HR Executive
Legal executive
Secretary
Passenger service agent ( airline)
Receptionist

Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San
Road, Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com

www.esearchmyanmar.com  www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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Brands from the two companies at the
heart of the biggest deal of the year, or,
for some, lunch. Photo: AFP
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eal without a mega bank

WHAT’S missing from the largest
takeover of the year? Wall Street’s
biggest investment banks.

As they worked on a deal to create
the third-largest food and beverage
company, H Heinz and Kraft Foods
Group tapped just one financial ad-
viser each: Lazard Ltd and Center-
view Partners.

The US$46 billion merger is the
largest in at least a decade to ex-
clude every so-called bulge-bracket
firm, big banks such Goldman Sachs
Group or Morgan Stanley that domi-
nate the market for M&A advice.

Small firms are rarely alone in
the final accounting of advisers on
large transactions because only the
big banks can write checks to fund
a deal. In this case Heinz’s backers,
Warren Buffett and 3G Capital, are
playing that role.

“When you see a big deal like this

you're used to seeing a bulge brack-
et said Jeff Harte, an analyst with
Sandler O’Neill & Partners. “Given
the lack of need for external funding,
it made more sense” that boutique
banks were alone in advising.

Lazard’s role on the deal an-
swered one question that’s been
floating around Wall Street ever
since the departure of its global
head of investment banking Antonio
Weiss. Mr Weiss is now a counseller
to Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, and
his departure had some wondering
whether Lazard would be able to
hold onto banking relationships he
had fostered.

For Lazard, the deal was spear-
headed by Alexander Hecker, a Ger-
man native who has been with the
bank since 2000 and advised 3G
Capital and Warren Buffett in earlier
deals.

Centerview’s work on the deal
was led by Blair Effron, a former
UBS banker who co-founded the
firm in 2006. Other large deals that
the bank has advised on this year in-
clude Pharmacyclics’ $20 billion sale
to Abbvie Inc.

For its work on the deal, Center-
view could receive $75 million to $100

BILLION US$

Value of the proposed merger between
Heinz and Kraft foods

million, Jeff Nassof, a vice president
at researcher Freeman & Co, esti-
mates. Lazard could be paid about
$50 million to $60 million, he said.

Nassof’s basing those estimates on
a deal value of over $40 billion. The
ultimate size of this deal - in which
Kraft shareholders will wind up own-
ing almost half of a new publicly trad-
ed entity - is a moving target.

The $46 billion value is based on
the dividend Kraft shareholders will
receive, in addition to the market
value of the company ahead of the
March 25 announcement, and ex-
cludes the value of debt.

Advisers on the deal valued Kraft
at around $50 billion to $52 billion, a
figure that includes the dividend pay-
out and a premium for Kraft share-
holders, two people with knowledge

of the matter said.

— Bloomberg

Cirque du
Soleil bids
dueina
week

BIDDERS have until next week to
submit offers for a majority stake
in Cirque du Soleil, estimated to be
worth US$2 billion, a Canadian news-
paper said late March 25.

The circus troupe’s founder Guy
Laliberte holds 90 percent of the pri-
vate company he founded in 1984, and
according to the daily Globe and Mail
his stake would be reduced to only
10pc in a sell-off.

“Last June, Guy Laliberte an-
nounced his intentions to find a strate-
gic partner. That process is underway
but is very long,” said Cirque spokes-
person Renee-Claude Menard in an
email.

Mr Laliberte originally wished to
sell just a small piece of the firm that
grew from a ragtag troupe of street
performers to an entertainment giant
presenting some 20 circus shows si-
multaneously around the world.

But the Globe and Mail, citing
sources familiar with the negotiations,
said buyers pushed for control of the
company.

“Mr Laliberte will take all the time
he needs to evaluate bids,” Ms Menard
noted.

Bidders include mostly foreign en-
tertainment companies and private
equity funds, the Globe and Mail said.

Some suitors, including private eqg-
uity firm BC Partners, have withdrawn
their offers after looking over Cirque’s
confidential financial documents,
which reportedly point to dwindling
profits.

For the first time ever, Cirque post-
ed a loss in 2012 and subsequently cut
1000 out of 5000 staff globally.

Notably, its eight Las Vegas shows
are responsible for half of its reve-
nues, while its others, including trav-
elling tent shows, have struggled to
be profitable.

Mr Laliberte has reportedly blamed
slack internal spending controls dur-
ing his absence while he trained for
a flight into space and to spend time
with family. — AFP

BEIJING

Chinese influence climbs as US thwarted on global bank

SEVEN decades after the end of World
War II, the international economic ar-
chitecture crafted by the US faces its
biggest shakeup yet, with China estab-
lishing new channels for influence to
match its ambitions.

Three lending institutions with at
least US$190 billion are taking shape
under China’s leadership, one of them
informally referred to as a Marshall
Plan - evoking the postwar US pro-
gram to rebuild an impoverished Eu-
rope. Also this year, China’s yuan may
win the IMF’s blessing as an official
reserve currency, a recognition of its
rising use in trade and finance.

China’s clout has been expanding
for decades, as its rapid growth al-
lowed it to snap up a rising share of
the world’s resources, its exports pen-
etrated global markets, and its bulging
financial assets gave it power to make
big individual loans and purchases.
Now, the creation of international
lending institutions is leveraging that
economic influence closer to the po-
litical and diplomatic arenas, as US
allies defy America to back China’s
initiative.

“This is the beginning of a bigger
role for China in global affairs,” said
Jim O'Neill, British-based former
chief economist at Goldman Sachs

who coined the term BRICs in 2001 to
highlight the rising economic power
of Brazil, Russia, India and China.
Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
vision of achieving the same great-
power status enjoyed by the US re-
ceived a major boost this month when
Britain, Germany, France and Italy
signed on to the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank. The AIIB will have
authorised capital of $100 billion and
starting funds of about $50 billion.
Canada is considering joining,
which would leave the US and Japan
as the only Group of Seven holdouts as
they question the institution’s govern-
ance and environmental standards.
Australian Prime Minister Tony
Abbott’s cabinet approved negotia-
tions to join too, according to a gov-
ernment official who asked not to be
identified as the decision hasn’t been
made public. Founding membership
will be finalised as soon as April 15,
said a Chinese official.
“China’s economic rise is acting as
a huge pull factor forcing the exist-
ing architecture to adapt,” said James
Laurenceson, deputy director of the
Australia-China Relations Institute in
Sydney. “The AIIB has shown the US
that a majority in international com-
munity support China’s aspirations

for taking on greater leadership and
responsibility, at least on economic
initiatives.”

Asian Development Bank presi-
dent Takehiko Nakao said on March
25 the institution would seek to coop-
erate with the new Chinese lender.

“Once it formally starts, I plan to
cooperate with it,” Mr Nakao said in
Tokyo. “It would be impossible to be
hostile. Lots of countries need funds,
and it is natural that we will cooper-
ate. It would be to the benefit of in-
ternational society, the region and
Japan.”

The new China-backed institu-
tions - the infrastructure bank, a $50
billion development bank in conjunc-
tion with fellow BRICS nations and a
$40 billion fund to revive the ancient
Silk Road trade route - are being set
up after years of frustrated attempts
by China and other emerging nations
to revamp the existing international
financial institutions to better reflect
the shape of the global economy.

A key sticking point is the US’s fail-
ure for more than four years to approve
shifts in the International Monetary
Fund’s ownership structure, which
would give emerging markets more in-
fluence and install China as the third-
largest member nation, up from sixth.

The changes have been held up by the
refusal of the US Congress to ratify
them, even though the White House
and governments around the world
support them.

The US still has veto power on ma-
jor decisions made by both the IMF
and the World Bank, and a lock on
selecting the president of the World
Bank. Both institutions are increas-
ingly unrepresentative and undersized
compared with demands they face.

“The real tragedy is, compared to
the billions we spend on defense to
support US global leadership, Con-
gress undermined it by refusing to
provide the chump change needed to
reform the IMF,” said David Loeving-
er, former US Treasury Department
senior coordinator for China affairs
and now an analyst at TCW Group in
Los Angeles. “Congress can abdicate
its international responsibilities. What
it can’t do is stop China from playing
a bigger role in managing the global
economy.’

Regarding the new infrastructure
bank, US Treasury Secretary Jacob
Lew told lawmakers last week the
administration is concerned that the
institution may not adhere to the
same standards as other international
financial institutions.

Part of China’s international-devel-
opment push stems from economic
self-interest. With much of the na-
tion’s almost $4 trillion in foreign-
currency reserves earning little, “they
see this as an opportunity to improve
their rate of return over Treasuries,”’
said Nicholas Lardy, who’s studied
China for more than three decades
and is a senior fellow at the Peterson
Institute for International Economics
in Washington.

Andrew Polk, Beijing-based econo-
mist at the Conference Board, said
China’s push to set up these new insti-
tutions is driven by its desire to “stoke
markets” to which it can export indus-
trial overcapacity.

China plans to spend $40 billion
to revive the centuries-old Silk Road
trade route between Asia and Europe,
an idea raised by Mr Xi in a 2013
speech in neighboring Kazakhstan.

Some analysts have likened the
plan to the postwar effort to help Eu-
rope that helped establish the US as a
regional economic power.

Announced in July, the BRICS’
New Development Bank, to be based
in Shanghai with initial capital of $50
billion, is the third building block of a
China-centered international econom-
ic architecture. — Bloomberg
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Hun Sen knocks Obama visit

CAMBODIAN Prime Minister Hun
Sen took aim at Michelle Obama
on March 25, accusing the US first
lady of making false promises, while
suggesting her visit last weekend was
more about hopeful rhetoric rather
than implementing concrete improve-
ments in the country’s education
sector.

During a speech at the National
Institute of Education, Hun Sen told
the US Embassy and USAID to make
good on alleged scholarship prom-
ises and front some actual cash if
they want to truly make an impact on
education reform in Cambodia. The
prime minister was referring to Ms
Obama’s visit to the country on March
21, in which she met with 10 female
students in Siem Reap to push the
White House’s “Let Girls Learn”
initiative.

“Her [Ms Obama’s] mission is very
good, but I suggest the United States
should help completely and not play
like this,” he said. “It is just playing
around - it is not good. What if she

chose 300 students? It would be death.
I don’t have that money to give”

Hun Sen’s comments came
after Education Minister Hang Chuon
Naron on March 24 requested state
university scholarships for the 10 girls,
whose education through grade 12 is
being funded by NGO Room to Read.

Hun Sen said that he provided
each student US$1500 per year to go
toward their four years at university,
but mentioned he was under the im-
pression the US was going to foot the
bill for the girls’ education. Now, he
said, the Cambodian Ministry of Edu-
cation was left to pay for them.

“I thought the United States would
give scholarships to those students un-
til they complete university, but that’s
not [the case],” Hun Sen said. “I had
strongly hoped [that was the situation],
but she just came here to choose peo-
ple and then [left] it to the Ministry of
Education.”

The prime minister stated that it
was not his intention to slight the US,
though he was concerned that the Let

Girls Learn initiative was simply a way
for the US to take credit for reform
while publicly critiquing the Cambo-
dian government.

“I am sorry ... but this is just my
opinion,” said Hun Sen. “It will be-
come a political matter in the long
term. The children will say in the
future that the US assisted them in
completing university, while Hun Sen
will be known as a man who doesn’t
work.”

US embassy spokesperson Jay
Raman yesterday denied that Ms
Obama had made any pledges
regarding scholarships, stressing that
the Let Girls Learn initiative was
primarily focused on breaking down
barriers to education by promoting
awareness of access inequalities.

Mr Raman also stressed “It’s not
just about awareness, but also action,
particularly through USAID programs
that support girls’ education and at
the community level through our
Peace Corps volunteers and their local
counterparts.” - Phnom Penh Post

Horses for forces in restive Thai south

A PARAMILITARY unit has deployed a
new weapon to fight insurgents in res-
tive Pattani — horses.

The horses were bought by Sub Lt
Somchai Sriphrom, chief of the 4409™
Battalion, for 200,000 baht (US $6145)
from his own purse and put into ser-
vice on patrol duty in the Sai Buri area.

With 12 years’ experience in the re-
gion, he believes horses can help with
the peacekeeping mission.

“It has built a friendly atmosphere
in the villages. The villagers wave their
hands when they see officers galloping
on horseback,” he said.

Assistant district chief Nantharat
Buayaem of Sai Buri said entering the
villages by horse gives a better impres-
sion than barrelling in on motorcycles
or military vehicles.

Ahamad Sueresor, a villager at Ban
Paseyawor, agrees. “I feel they are more

e A A

Rangers patrol a village
in Pattani province.
Photo: Bangkok Post

friendly on the horses compared with
the humvee,” he said.

The Thai government has spent 209
billion baht on tackling the insurgency
in Narathiwat, Pattani, Yala and some
parts of Songkhla since violence broke
out in 2004. The budget includes devel-

opment projects.

More than 6000 civilians and
authorities have been Killed in the
conflict, according to figures supplied
by Deep South Watch, until the end of
last year.

- Bangkok Post

A woman carries a bunch of bananas she found on the banks of the Noai river, 70
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Urgent aid app

THE United Nations has launched
an urgent appeal for nearly US$30
million to provide life-saving
assistance in Vanuatu after the
island nation was ravaged by
cyclone Pam.

The UN’s humanitarian organi-
sation announced on March 24 it
had launched a flash appeal for
$29.9 million to help 166,000 people
in the Pacific archipelago after it was
hit by the cyclone on March 13.

“That is more than half of the
population of this island nation,”
OCHA spokesperson Jens Laerke
told reporters in Geneva.

Severe Tropical Cyclone Pam,
a maximum category five storm,

destroyed homes and crops and
contaminated water supplies in
Vanuatu, increasing the risk of the
spread of infectious and water-
borne diseases.

An estimated 110,000 people
have no access to safe drinking
water, while some 75,000 urgently
need shelter, according to OCHA.

Mr Laerke said the money would
be used to provide life-saving assis-
tance, including food, water, health
care and shelter to people in all of
the affected areas, covering 22 of
Vanuatu’s some 80 islands.

In the two hardest-hit provinces,
Shefa and Tafea, “all crops ... have
been damaged or destroyed and
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Pilot locked out of cabin
prior to French Alps
crash that killed 150

Combined forces strike
against anti-government
advance in Yemen

kilometres north of Vanuatu’s capital Port Vila on March 21. Photo: AFP

eal for Vanuatu

food is running out as I speak,” Mr
Laerke warned.

In other provinces, as much as
90 percent of shelters, he said “have
been wiped out, while roads are
impassable and debris is still being
cleared.”

A full $8.2 million of the appeal
wouldgotohelpbringfood assistance
to communities were reserves are
running dangerously low, he said.

Mr Laerke said donors had al-
ready funded 8 percent of the re-
quested amount, or $2.3 million,
“which is a good start”.

The UN’s children’s fund
meanwhile said $4.8 mil-
lion of  the overall UN
appeal would go to helping some
82,000 children, or two-thirds of the
youngsters in the country, in desper-

ate need of humanitarian assistance.

“Children, especially those in the
hardest-to-reach islands, are in se-
rious danger right now;” UNICEF’s
pacific representative Karen Allen
said in a statement, pointing to the
“significant risk of disease” due to
the acute water shortages, limited
medical care and poor sanitation.

Schools have officially reo-
pened, but 80pc of school build-
ings were damaged in the storm,
UNICEF said.

The International Organiza-
tion for Migration also launched
an appeal on March 24 for $1.0
million to help the Vanuatu gov-
ernment return people to their
communities as evacuation
centres gradually empty.

- AFP

Australia and Cambodia close in on
controversial asylum seeker deal

AUSTRALIA and Cambodia sealed
a second deal on immigration coop-
eration yesterday, vowing to tackle the
“growing security threat” of asylum-
seeker smuggling just months after
agreeing to transfer refugees to the
Southeast Asian nation.

The new memorandum  of
understanding will see the two
nations exchange information on
people-smuggling activities, buildingon
September’s deal to transfer refugees
held by Australia on the remote Pacific
island of Nauru to Cambodia.

Under Canberra’s hardline immi-
gration policy, asylum-seekers who
arrive on boats are denied resettlement
in Australia and sent to Papua New
Guinea and Nauru, even if they are

genuine refugees.

“The agreement represents the re-
newed determination by Australia and
Cambodia to work closely to counter
the growing security threat posed by
transnational crime and illegal migra-
tion practices,” Immigration Minister
Peter Dutton said in a statement as he
welcomed Cambodia’s Deputy Prime
Minister Sar Kheng to Canberra.

Sar Kheng said the agreement re-
flected Phnom Penh’s commitment
to “develop our capacity to fight
this growing international criminal
activity” of people-smuggling.

The deputy prime minister also
defended Cambodia’s reported
deportation of 36  Vietnamese
Montagnards last month after they

were arrested while trying to seek asy-
lum.

The mainly Christian ethnic mi-
norities in Vietnam’s mountainous
Central Highlands have crossed in to
Cambodia in recent years to escape
discrimination.

“If we are able to identify those
individuals who are illegal immigrants
then we implement the immigration
law, whereas (if we) identify those who
are refugees we implement the conven-
tion,” Kheng said in Canberra, the Aus-
tralian Associated Press reported.

Australia has attracted criticism,
including from the UN, over the deal.

Refugee advocates say asylum-seek-
ers are not interested in the deal.

- AFP

Homecoming for Thai fishermen

TWENTY-ONE Thai fishermen are
set to be repatriated today thanks to
cooperation between Thailand and
Indonesia.

Led by Social Development and
Human Security Ministry adviser
Sukritchai Anekwieng, Thai officials
are scheduled to go to Ambon Island
today to help the remaining fisher-
men stranded there. Since October last
year, a total of 146 fishermen have been
brought home. Seventy of them were
on Ambon Island.

The Thai government has, in
the past months, accelerated efforts
to bring back fishermen who were
left in Indonesia as part of its bid to
demonstrate Thailand’s efforts to fight
human trafficking and assist workers
who were left in for various reasons.

Defence Minister Prawit Wongsu-
won said Thailand is working with In-
donesia to solve the issue.

“Thai workers are safe and well
taken care of. The Thai government is
trying to make concrete progress, while
explaining to the international commu-
nity about steps that we have made in
fighting human trafficking and illegal
labour;” said Gen Prawit.

Gen Prawit said Thailand also plans

to sign a memorandum of understand-
ing with Indonesia to prevent illegal
fishing in Indonesian waters. It was
not immediately known how many
fishermen are being detained for
fishing illegally.

About the owners of illegal fishing
vessels, Gen Prawit said, “If the owners
committed wrongdoing, related agen-
cies such as the Fisheries Department
and Harbour Department will have to
take action against them. We have to
abide by international rules.”

Viriya Sirichai-ekawat, chair of the
Thai Overseas Fisheries Association,
said the association has urged its mem-
bers to follow labour protection regula-
tions. He added that he believed more
than half of the fishing labour force
have legal contracts.

The number of the association’s
members has risen by 20 percent over
the past year.

Several hundred Thai fishermen are
living on Ambon and Benjina islands.
Some escaped the boats and could not
return home themselves because they
did not have any ID or money.

Earlier this week, Channel 3 re-
ported the discovery of a graveyard
containing fishermen from Thai fishing

vessels on Benjina.

Thapanee Ietsrichai, a Channel 3
reporter, accompanied Labour Rights
Promotion Network Foundation (LPN),
a Thai non-governmental organisation,
to Indonesia.

LPN has worked with the Thai
government and various agencies
to gradually return Thai fishermen.
Thapanee told the Bangkok Post
that she saw the graveyard on Ben-
jina where local people said half the
people buried there were fishermen
from Thai trawlers.

“I saw more than 60 graves with
names to identify the bodies, in addi-
tion to about 10 unmarked ones,” she
said.

She said the bodies were buried be-
tween 2006-2014.

The details on each grave consist of
the name of the deceased, his date of
birth and death, his religion, his home-
town and his seaman identification
number.

An official from LPN urged the
governments to identify the bodies
in the graves, even ones with names,
because many fishermen went to
Indonesia with falsified seaman’s
papers. — Bangkok Post
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SEYNE-LES-ALPES

Co-pilot ‘deliberately’ crashed plane

THE young co-pilot of the doomed
Germanwings flight appears to have
“deliberately” crashed the plane into
the French Alps after locking his
captain out of the cockpit, but is not
believed to be part of a terrorist plot,
French officials said yesterday.

In a chilling account of the last
minutes of Germanwings Flight 4U
9525, lead prosecutor Brice Robin said
28-year-old German Andreas Lubitz
“deliberately” initiated the plane’s de-
scent while alone at the controls.

Lubitz appeared to “show a desire
to want to destroy” the plane, Robin
told reporters, basing his initial find-
ings on recordings made by the Air-
bus’ cockpit flight recorder in the final
minutes before the crash that Kkilled all
150 passengers and crew on board.

Robin said the 144 passengers died
“instantly” and probably were not
aware until the “very last moment” of
the impending disaster.

“The screams are heard only in the
last moments before the impact,” said
the prosecutor.

“The co-pilot was alone at the con-
trols,” he said. “He ... refused to open
the door of the cockpit to the pilot.”

The pilot, believed to have gone to
the toilet, made increasingly furious
attempts to re-enter the cockpit, bang-
ing on the door, the recordings show.

There was no immediate clue as to
the motive of the co-pilot, but investi-
gators appeared to rule out terrorism.

“At this moment, there is no indica-
tion that this is an act of terrorism,”
Robin said, adding that Lubitz had no

‘Usually when you
commit suicide, you
do it alone. When
you’re responsible
for 150 people, I don’t
call that suicide.

Brice Robin
Lead prosecutor

French soldiers patrol near the site where a Germanwings Airbus A320 crashed on March 24 yesterday. Photo: AFP

known terrorist connection.
Germany’s interior minister echoed
this, saying there was so far no indica-
tion of “a terrorist background”
However, Robin also said he was
unwilling to use the word “suicide”
and could not guess at Lubitz’s motive.
“Usually when you commit suicide,
you do it alone. When you’re respon-
sible for 150 people, I don’t call that a
suicide,” he said.
The co-pilot, who deliberately set
the controls “to accelerate the plane’s
descent” into the side of a mountain

PN

K. 1

in a region famous for its ski resorts,
“was conscious until the moment of
impact”, Robin said.

“This action can only be deliberate.
It would be impossible to turn the but-
ton by mistake. If you passed out and
leaned over on it, it would only go a
quarter-turn and do nothing,” he said.

“He didn’t reply to a thing. He
didn’t say a word. In the cockpit, it was
utter silence.”

Lufthansa chief executive Carsten
Spohr said he was “stunned” by the
revelations and had “no indication” on

the motives of Lubitz.

He added that no security “system
in the world” could have prevented the
co-pilot’s actions.

Spohr said Lubitz had passed all
psychological tests required for train-
ing and underwent regular physical
examinations.

The shocking new information
was released as families and friends of
victims were travelling to the remote
mountainous crash site area, where lo-
cals have opened their doors in a show
of solidarity with the grieving relatives.

Two planes arrived in southern
France yesterday from Barcelona and
Duesseldorf with families and friends.

Tents were set up for them near
the crash site area to give DNA sam-
ples to start the process of identifying
the bodies of loved ones, at least 51 of
whom were Spaniards and at least 72
Germans.

“We’re all pitching in of course.
There’s no such thing as nationality,
no such thing as religion,” said one lo-
cal volunteer, Charles Lanta.

Meanwhile, the remains of vic-
tims, found scattered across the scree-
covered slopes, were being taken by
helicopter to nearby Seyne-les-Alpes, a
source close to the investigation said.

A mountain guide who got near the
crash site said he was unable to make
out recognisable body parts.

“It’s incredible. An Airbus is enor-
mous. When you arrive and there’s
nothing there ... it’s very shocking,”
said the guide, who did not wish to be
identified.

The crash site, which is situated at
about 1500 metres (5000 feet) altitude,
is accessible only by helicopter or an
arduous hike on foot.

French President Francois Hollande
and German Chancellor Angela Merkel
flew over the site to see the devastation
for themselves March 25. Spain’s Prime
Minister Mariano Rajoy also visited a
crisis centre near the scene.

Rajoy said he was “deeply shaken”
by the prosecutor’s findings.

It was the deadliest air crash on
the French mainland since 1974 when
a Turkish Airlines plane crashed, Kill-
ing 346 people.

Lufthansa said the aircraft was car-
rying citizens of 18 countries. Three
Americans and three Britons were
confirmed among the victims.

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Co-
lombia, Denmark, Holland, Israel, Ja-
pan, Mexico and Morocco also had na-
tionals on board, according to officials.

The dead on board flight 4U 9525
included two babies and 16 German
school exchange pupils. They were fly-
ing from Barcelona to Duesseldorf.

A second black box, which records
flight data, has not yet been recovered.

- AFP
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ADEN

Coalition launches air strikes in Yemen

SAUDI Arabia carried out air strikes
against Huthi rebels in Yemen
yesterday, launching an operation
by a regional coalition to save the
government of embattled President
Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi as the
country teetered on the brink of
civil war.

At the time of printing, upward
of 13 civilians were confirmed as
having been killed in the air strikes
on capital of Sanaa, which had
fallen to the Huthi anti-government
rebels. Pro-Hadi forces recaptured
the international airport in his
southern power base Aden early
yesterday.

Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to
the United States announced from
Washington that a coalition of 10
countries, including five Gulf mon-
archies, had been set up to protect
the Yemeni government.

Washington said  President
Barack Obama had authorised the
“provision of logistical and intel-
ligence support” to the military
operation.

Jordan, Egypt, Qatar, Kuwait,
Bahrain and the UAE have joined
the Saudi effort, “to answer the call
of President Hadi to protect Yemen
and his people from the aggression
of the [Shiite] Huthi militia”.

Saudi envoy Adel al-Jubeir did
not name the other countries in-
volved in the coalition.

Saudi SPA state news agency
said Pakistan, Morocco and Sudan
had all “expressed desire to partici-
pate in the operation” against the
rebels, which the kingdom dubbed
“Firmness Storm”.

Mr Al-Jubeir told reporters in
Washington that the operation “is
to defend and support the legiti-
mate government of Yemen and
prevent the radical Huthi move-
ment from taking over the country”.

He said that for the moment the
action was confined to air strikes
on various targets around Yemen,
but that other military assets were
being mobilised and that the coali-
tion “would do whatever it takes”.

“The Royal Saudi Air Force has
taken out the Huthi air defences
and destroyed numerous Huthi
fighter planes,” a Saudi adviser
said, adding that the air force “has
pretty much secured most of the
Yemeni air space and is now con-
solidating a wide no-fly zone”.

Military sources said the raids
had hit rebel positions at various
locations in Sanaa, including at al-

Civilians search the rubble of buildings destroyed during Saudi air strikes against Huthi rebels near Sanaa airport on March 26. Photo: AFP

Daylami airbase and the adjacent
international airport in north San-
aa, as well as the presidential com-
plex seized by the rebels in January.

Huge explosions were heard in
Sanaa as strikes hit the airbase at
Sanaa airport and other locations
in the capital, an AFP correspond-
ent reported.

In the south, residents reported
hearing large blasts at Al-Anad
main airbase, north of Aden, which
was seized by anti-government
forces on March 25.

The rebels’ television station
Al-Massira aired an urgent call
for medics in Sanaa to head to

hospitals.
The Saudi adviser said his coun-
try’s defence minister warned

the son of former president Ali
Abdullah Saleh, “who is command-
ing the attack on Aden that his

forces face ‘obliteration’ if they con-
tinue their push toward Aden”.

Saleh, who resigned in 2012 fol-
lowing a year of nationwide pro-
tests, is accused of allying with
the rebels, relying on the loyalty of
many army units that he built dur-
ing his three-decade rule.

Acting foreign minister Riyad
Yassin had warned in Egypt that
the fall of the second city Aden
would mean the “start of civil war”
as he drummed up Arab military
support for Mr Hadi.

His comments came on March 25
as army units switched allegiance
to the rebels and seized Aden’s in-
ternational airport.

Aides to Mr Hadi said that the
Western-backed president had been
taken to a safe haven “within Aden”,
where he fled last month.

Washington said it had been in

touch with Mr Hadi and that he
was no longer at his residence, but
it was unable to say where he was.

Yemen has been gripped by
growing turmoil since the Shiite
Huthi rebels launched a power
takeover in Sanaa in February.

The strife has raised fears Yem-
en could be torn apart by a proxy
war between Shiite Iran, accused of
backing the rebels, and Sunni-ruled
Saudi Arabia, which supports Mr
Hadi.

The escalating turmoil in the
country - which borders Saudi Ara-
bia and lies close to key shipping
routes - has also pushed up world
oil prices on fears it could threaten
Middle Eastern petroleum produc-
ers.

Oil prices jumped in Asia yester-
day following the air strikes, with
fears growing that a spiralling cri-
sis in the country could threaten
key crude producers in the Middle
East.

Mr Hadi appealed to the UN
Security Council on March 24 to
“shoulder its responsibilities ... to
safeguard Yemen from sliding into
more chaos and destruction”

One of Mr Hadi’s advisers said
Mr Saleh was the man pulling the
strings as the rebels advanced.

“The Huthis are puppets in the

hands of Saleh,” Riyadh-based Yas-
sin Makkawi told AFP.

Dozens of people have been
killed as the Huthis, backed by
troops allied to former strongman
Mr Saleh, have clashed with pro-
Hadi forces as they push south-
ward.

Mr Yassin warned that domina-
tion by Iran would be a “dagger in
the side of Saudi Arabia and the
rest of countries of the Gulf”.

His comments came after the
Huthis said they had captured
the defence minister in their push
southward deep into Lahj province,
adjacent to Aden.

General Mahmud al-Subaihi,
who escaped house arrest in Sanaa
this month, had been seen as a vital
ally of Mr Hadi in charge of organ-
ising Aden’s defence lines.

Missiles were fired from an uni-
dentified warplane at Mr Hadi’s
complex in Aden on March 25, but
only hit an abandoned building, a
presidential security official said.

Yemen has allowed Washington
to wage a long-standing drone war
against al-Qaeda in the country.

In his letter to the Security
Council on March 24, Mr Hadi
voiced concerns that al-Qaeda
would “seize the current instability
to spark further chaos”. — AFP
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Iran nuclear deal
1n sight, says US

A NUCLEAR deal with Iran capping
over a decade of talks is in sight by
a March 31 deadline, US officials
said, but they remained cautious as
top diplomat John Kerry prepared
for down-to-the-wire negotiations
yesterday.

Mr Kerry will push Iran to agree
by March 31 on the outlines of the
long-elusive deal disabling parts of
its nuclear infrastructure, in return
for an easing of crippling global sanc-
tions, at renewed talks in the Swiss
lakeside town of Lausanne.

“We very much believe that we
can get this done by the 31%,” a senior
State Department official told report-
ers travelling on Mr Kerry’s plane.

“We can see a path forward here
to get to an agreement, we can see
what that path might look like... that
doesn’t mean we’ll get there,” the of-
ficial cautioned.

World powers - Britain, China,
France, Germany, Russia and the
United States - have set the March
31 deadline to agree a political frame-
work on paring back Iran’s nuclear
ambitions and stopping it developing
an atomic bomb.

The framework is meant to lay
out specific ways to step up interna-
tional monitoring and reduce Iran’s
nuclear capability in order to cut off
its pathways to a bomb, in return for
an easing of crippling sanctions.

Experts will then have a final few
months to grapple with the complex
technical details of a comprehensive
accord set to be agreed by June 30.

It remains unclear how detailed
the framework between Iran and
the six powers will be, particularly
with the United States and France

appearing split on the issue.

A senior European official also
said any deal may only be an internal
document, a fact sheet - or not a text
at all.

The State Department official said
the format of any deal was under
negotiation.

“We believe and know that we will
have to share as many specific details
publicly as we can, with the caveat
that the work of doing annexes is
very tough work,” the US official said.

“March 31 is a real date and it is
an important one,” the official said,
but acknowledged any framework
deal would have to be fleshed out
by a wealth of detailed, technical an-
nexes by the end of June.

Mr Kerry is under pressure from
a hostile Congress to pin down some-
thing concrete after 18 months of in-
tense talks with the Islamic Republic.

But Iran’s supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei has criticised the
two-step process.

And France, seen as the most
hawkish among the six powers, has
also expressed misgivings.

France’s ambassador to Washing-
ton, Gerard Araud, said on Twitter
last week that aiming to agree some-
thing by March 31 was a “bad tactic”
creating pressure to get a deal “at any
price”.

Iranian Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif, who met with Mr
Kerry yesterday, hit out at the group
of six for not being able to “coordi-
nate its stance”.

The March and late June tar-
get dates were set after negotiators
failed in November - for the second
time - to meet a deadline to turn a

November 2013 interim deal into a
comprehensive accord.

Such a deal could also boost rela-
tions between Iran and the West af-
ter decades of acrimony, potentially
including more cooperation fighting
Islamic State militants in Syria and
Iraq.

But Iran, which denies wanting
the bomb, is loath to dismantle any of
its nuclear facilities unless in return
the powers dismantle painful UN, US
and EU sanctions that have choked
its economy.

The six powers counter that they
can only be suspended - not termi-
nated - over a long period, allowing
them to be “snapped back” if Iran
violates the deal.

Even before a deal is agreed, crit-
ics have been lining up to say that it
will not do enough to stop Iran get-
ting the bomb.

These include Israel, the Mid-
dle East’s sole if undeclared nuclear
power, as well as Sunni Muslim Gulf
monarchies like powerhouse Saudi
Arabia, Shiite Iran’s main regional
rival.

But the main thorns in President
Barack Obama’s side have been his
Republican opponents, who sparked
a furore by warning Iran in an open
letter that Mr Obama does not have
the power to conclude a durable
agreement without their backing.

Republicans are also readying leg-
islation that could impose fresh sanc-
tions on Iran and oblige Mr Obama
to get any deal approved by Congress.

Talks were due to start yesterday
at 10am (0900 GMT), with a US of-
ficial saying the schedule was being
kept “incredibly fluid” — AFP

US launches air strikes
against IS in Iraq

US aircraft launched bombing raids
to support Iraqi forces fighting to re-
capture Tikrit from the Islamic State
group on March 25, after Baghdad is-
sued a request for air power.

The offensive to take back Tikrit
has stalled over the past week with ji-
hadists defending their positions with
homemade bombs.

“I can confirm that the government
of Iraq has requested coalition sup-
port for operations in Tikrit,” Pentagon
spokesperson Colonel Steven Warren
said.

An Iraqi special forces lieutenant
colonel told AFP; “International coali-
tion forces bombed four areas in the
centre of Tikrit city”

Strikes hit an area around a palace
compound area and near the Tikrit
hospital, he said.

Days earlier, US aircraft includ-
ing drones began carrying out
surveillance flights to support the Tikrit
operation against IS militants.

Other countries in the US-led coali-
tion were taking part in the air strikes,
officials said.

“These strikes are intended to de-
stroy ISIL strongholds with precision,
thereby saving innocent Iraqgi lives
while minimizing collateral damage to
infrastructure,” said Lieutenant Gener-
al James Terry, who oversees the com-
mand in charge of the US war effort.

Although the US and its allies have
conducted air strikes elsewhere in
Iraq, the Baghdad government had
not previously asked for American
help for the Tikrit offensive.

Instead, long-time US foe Iran has
played a prominent role, providing
artillery and deploying advisers to the
Iraqi Shiite militias also taking part in
the operation.

But the assault has become bogged
down, even though the Iraqi forces far

outnumber the IS militants.

US officials and officers made
no secret of their view that Iraq had
made a mistake in not asking for US
air power from the start and relying
solely on Iran’s assistance.

At a Pentagon briefing earlier on
March 25, spokesperson Colonel Ste-
ven Warren said the Iraqgis had made
confident predictions when the offen-
sive on Tikrit was launched earlier this
month, but he said “urban combat is
difficult and slow” and the coalition
had unmatched military power to offer.

“Reliable, professional, advanced
military capabilities are something
that very clearly and very squarely re-
side with the coalition.”

President Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration has insisted it does not coordi-
nate military operations directly with
Iran and until this week the countries
have operated in separate areas in Iraq.

But the US surveillance flights
and air raids in Tikrit illustrate how
Washington is moving toward greater
collaboration with Tehran, albeit indi-
rectly, despite the intense distrust be-
tween the two arch-foes.

The bid to retake Tikrit, which
involves thousands of Iraqi soldiers,
police and forces known as Popular
Mobilisation units, which are domi-
nated by Shiite militias, began on
March 2.

The operation is seen as a test for
the Iraqi forces, which collapsed in
retreat last year against IS, despite
billions of dollars worth of weapons
and years of training from the US.

The battle for Tikrit could clear
the way for a much larger offen-
sive to eventually retake the north-
ern city of Mosul, which US and
Iraqi commanders view as a pivotal
fight that could alter the course of
the war. — AFP

Salton Sea a manmade ‘environmental time bomb’

AT first sight the Salton Sea looks pu-
trid, with dead fish scattered among
patches of fetid water in a vast salty
lake in the middle of the Californian
desert.

In the fourth year of a historic
drought in the western United States,
some say the wetland is an environ-
mental time bomb.

But, on closer inspection, its beauty
and fertility come through.

As the sun sets on the sea - a
former upscale vacation playground
- hundreds of pelicans, seagulls and
ducks perform an aerial ballet against
the iridescent sky, reflected in the mir-
ror-like water.

“The reputation of the sea always
smelling, ringed by dead fish or dead
birds is wrong,” said Bruce Wilcox, an
official with the Imperial Irrigation
District, a local water-management
agency.

The sea, which sees some 400 spe-
cies of migratory birds pass through,
was born from a civil engineering acci-
dent in 1905, which led to an overflow-
ing of the Colorado River.

It lies 71 metres (233 feet) above
sea level, south of Joshua Tree
National Park, some 250 Kkilometres
(155 miles) southeast of Los Angeles.

In the 1950s and 60s, the banks
of the Salton Sea were a playground
for southern California’s rich set, who
would come for water-skiing, yacht-
racing and fishing.

At the time it was more than 50
kilometres in length and 20 wide.

“There used to be lots of ski-ing
and fishing, four marinas, and so
many people you couldn’t put a towel
on the beach,” said Larry Wienebock,
a retired trucker, sitting in the garage

of his small house on Bombay Beach.

This former seaside resort today
looks like a ghost town, its beach
marred by an earth mound and scat-
tered with the wrecks of cars and rust-
ing metal of all sorts.

From 1970, the Salton Sea began
to shrink, leading to a surge in salin-
ity and a reduction in depth which
ended its days as a fishing and boating
haven.

The yacht club, fishing stores and
other shops closed, in an ever-acceler-
ating decline.

“California is in the midst of an his-
toric drought,” said Tim Krantz, pro-
fessor of environmental studies at the
University of Redlands.

To make matters worse, in 2017 a
complex agreement which shares wa-
ter from the Colorado River comes to
an end, leading to an expected further
decrease in water flowing into the Sea.

Mr Wilcox said the body of water
will lose a third of its surface area in
just a few years, while its bed of sand
mixed with sediments of cadmium,
phosphates, fertilizer and insecticides
will spread further, carried by fre-
quent storms.

Mr Krantz said; “The Salton Sea is
like a soccer field with only 2 centime-
tres of water in it. It is supersensitive
on any reduction of inflow.

“It would be an air quality disaster
unparalleled in the world,” he said, a
stark warning in a region inhabited by
some 1.5 million people.

Cases of asthma, lung cancer and
other respiratory conditions could
surge in an area where they are al-
ready four times the national average.
Not to mention the billions of dollars
in agricultural revenues threatened,
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and real estate prices which risk
collapsing.

“If the sea dries up it’s going to be
inhabitable because of the dust here,
throughout the whole Coachella Val-
ley,” said Randy Rynearson, the salt-
and-pepper grizzled owner of an iron-
monger’s store in Salton City.

The consequences for the ecosys-
tem could be even more catastrophic,
decimating the few fish who remain in

The remnants of an abandoned marina are seen at Salton Cit

the sea, as well as birds deprived of a
key stopping off point on their migra-
tory flight path.

Local public bodies, environmental
militants and researchers are trying
everything to convince California’s
government to act, and to free up
funds.

Numerous projects have been
launched - some more realistic than
others - such as the construction of

y beside the Salton Sea, California, on Mérch'1. Photé: AFP

pipework bringing water from the Pa-
cific or the Gulf of California.

These projects would cost between
US $5-10 million.

But a study by the Pacific Institute
said the cost of inaction would be even
higher, at $20 billion to $70 billion,
not to mention the risks of intermi-
nable legal action by residents falling
sick from a a long-expected disaster.

— AFP
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Yangon - Ho, 96 Kabar Aye Pagoda Road, Sayar San Quarter, Bahan Township. Hotline : O1 554633, 09 260259981 .

Made in
Mandalay = Ne. 10{A), The Cornear of TTth & 35ith sireat, Maharaungmyany Township. Hotllne: 02 BT4L448, BT447, ET448, BT449 JAPAN




HOW TO GET A FREE AD

:01-254158
BY EMAIL : classified.mcm(@gmail.com
: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

BY FAX

BY MAIL

CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
ASLITTLE AS K.5,000.

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

CHEMISTRY Teacher
Saw: Edexcel, Cie & SAT
2 11. Ph: 09-500-5470.
HOME TUTION & Guide,
For Pre KG, Primary
and Secondary Level,
Special in Maths, Tr. Daw
Khin Swe Win (B.E.H.S
Thuwunna) Rtd. Ph: 09-
730-99679,

AN EXPERIENCED
English Tutor is looking
for private students
or teaching classes
at schools (5 years’
experience in teaching,
all ages and levels). |
offer fun and interactive
classes for a reasonable
price. If interested, lease

text or call:09-2523-
94112.

SPECIAL for Math,
Geometry, Algebra &

Calculus. For Int'l school
(ISY, ISM, YIS & ILBC)
Grade V to XIl. If you
want to be outstanding
in Math,Please contact :
Tr.Kaung Myat BE(PE).
Ph:09-731-42020, 09-
2533-70400, Email
kaungmyatoo251@
gmail.com
LCCI Level 1 + 2 & 3,
(Home teaching & old
question prepare for
exam) Ph: 09-4211-
34427.
PHYSICS Tutor needed
for year 12 international
school student. Ph: 09-
502- 2834.
ENGLISH ( home tuition),
speaking, grammar,
issue. letter, academic
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT.GCE, IGCSE.
GMAT four skills . local
& international school
English : English for
Japaneses children and
adult - home tuition
courses are available
now. You can contact to
SayaU Kyi Sin (Mumyint
Thar) Ph:09-4210-67-
375, www.kyisinplb.
blogspot.com
STUDY GUIDE, Need
help with your studies?
| can ensure that you
have that extra time and
attention you need to
succeed. | am a qualified
tutor, with stright A's in
GCE A levels and four
gears of experience,
tutring students of Grade
5~ 12, GCE O and A
levels, Sat and IELTS.
Ph: 01-253543, 09-519-
0543.
MATHEMATICS Teaching
Students (Grade 1
to 9 from YIS, ISM,
ISY, Yangon Academy,
MIS & MISY) who are
weak in Mathsand don't
know how to solve the
problems. Guide : only
Maths for IGCSE O
Level students who will
sit for the exam in 2015.
DawNaingNaingAung,
B.Com (Q), No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 09-
500-4993.
GUIDE for 2™ M.B.,B.S,
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

PRIMARY - International
school, Private school: Kg
to Primary 4 home guide.
Ph: 09-4200-33613.

IGCSE, GCE, SAT,
PHYSICS. Saya U M
T (since 1984). Ph: 09-
730- 52859

Expert Services

TIN TIN LATT, Certified
Public Accountant
Finance  Profectional
40 years' expserience
in Government, NGO
& company accountin,
audition & finance,
Audition (external/
internal), Financial
management, NGO
Financial Management
training and on the job
accounting training. Ph:
09-2506-49443, Email :
dorothytintinlatt@gmail.
com. Bldg 221, Rm 2,
Yanshin Rd, Yankin.

WE DO SERVE interpret
English-Chinese-
Myanmar for movies,
project datas & files.
Serving translate English
-Chinese-Myanmar.
Teacher Mr. William Lin
(Taiwan) YUNAN DIP,
IDCS, BM, TW CIVIL &
IT Top one (Interpreting,
Translating & Teaching
Language Class)
Yangon. Ph: 09-4211-
47821, 09-79580-7548
TOUR GUIDE Service,
If any prospective tour
operatorneeds alicensed
guide in English. Please
contact Mr David, 44 st, 3
FIr, Natchanug , Tamwe.
Ph: 09-30199028.
UNION MISSION,
Computer Troubleshoot
ing & Repair, Windows
Os Installation, Anti Virus
& Software Installation,
Office & Internet Cafe
Network Contracts,
Wireless  Networking
Setup, Router &
CPE Configuration,
Server Installation &
Configuration, CCTV
System solutions &
Installation service. Ph:
09- 2527-06 016
WELCOME to contact us
for serving & translating
your business cases.
(1)Seminar, (2)Training
(3)Projects. Contact ~
Teacher Mr. William Lin
(Taiwan) 09-4211-47821
ZCL(Y.U.F.L), Translation
Service : Translate from
English to Myanmar,
Myanmar to English. Ph:
09-2506-66325. email
atar1990@gmail.com
TRANSLATING &
Interpreting Service: Part
time service for Englishto
Burmese to English. For
business Corresponding,
Emails, Faxs & letters.
Conferences & business
communities for Local
companies and offices.
Service offeredin person,
by phone and fax, mobile
and emails. Phone: 09-
2540-43372
MYANMAR Access
Intl Co., Ltd provides
the following services.
ISO Implementation
Programme, HR Develop

General
ment Programme,
Hospitality Manage
ment Programme,
Project Management
Programme,  English
Training  Programme.

Ph: 09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or email :
zinminpon@gmail.com,
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

For Rent

CARS, (Expert use
only). Mid size wagon.
Now only350.000kyats
per month with deposit
for long term. company
ID required. Call 09 730
33776.

Softcopy speffEa

dpsmap.com

No.165/ 167, 35" St,(Mid),
KTDA Tsp,Yan.

Tel :20 40 20, 24 52 30,

09 50-30177, facebook.

com/ DPSMyanmar

AIR COMPRESSOR,
Product type: GA 907.5,

Serial number: ARP
881188, Max. final
pressure (e) .. bar 7.5

Interstage pressure (s)
(e) .. bar, Motor power:
kW....... 90 Max. speed:
..... r/min.... 1500, Year
of manufacture: .... 1990,
Made by Atalas Copco
Airpower n.v.  Wilrijk
Belgium. Ph: 09-4217
-44300
RED LINK Yadnapon
internet, Ph:09-4217-
300

EMBASSY'S Furniture
(second hand) Please
contact Tel: (01)652-344,
mobile 09-503-3739
Email: tztztz780@gmail.
com

(1)GALLAWAY Golf Set,
K 350,000/ (2)Washing
machine (ELBA) (Twin
Tub) model EF 5899
(Thailand), Running
condition. K 80,000/, Ph:
09-500-9935, 09-254-
214-61, 09-7952-62542.
APPLE IPAD Air 64GB
+ Wifi + Cellular good
condition with cover USD
300 call 09-43440-4455

GLOMED Pharmaceutical
Co., Inc. www.glomedvn.
vn

Language
ENGLISH ( home tuition)
speaking, grammar,
issue. letter, academic
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT. GCE, IGCSE.
GMAT four skills. local
and international school.
English for Japaneses
children & adult - home
tuition: courses are

e Moe |

OWER ‘7

SpecialiRentaliServicelReallEstatelCoRIttdy

.alﬁr'ﬂlg Fou

eled (1.0‘(

dr. "P
.fi’{ 0€ Efﬂﬂ u‘“ﬁ ,_,:'l Mﬂ.’ ‘P

Ms May : 09-25270 3331, 09-49214276

avail e now. you Can
contact to Saya U Kyi
Sin (MUMYIT THAR) Ph:
09-4210-67-375, www.
kyisinplb.blogspot.com
ENGLISH for professional
purpose is the need of
principle  of  written
English.Writing ought to
be easiest of the four skill
for students of English
as a Second language,
unlike listening & reading,
the student is control
with the words. However
writing class often the
opportunity to see growth.
to share important ideas
and to develop sense of
community. . If you had
tried as much as you
can to follow the lesson
and you will get good
experiences and skill.
This program will help
you capability and fill
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students
canstudyinasmallclass.
Spanish is also inquired.
U Thant Zin, 28-3B, Thati
Pahtan St, Tamwe. Ph:
09-503-5350, 31021314,
31924423.

AN EXPERIENCED
Chinese (Mandarin)
teacher here in Yangon,
Myanmar. | have over
6 vyears teaching in
Singapore. Please do
not hesitate to contact
me for an evaluation.
I'maprofessional teacher
who will help youimprove
your speaking, reading
and writing skills. | use
Singaporean text books
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books
for teaching speaking,
reading and writing in
Mandarin. I'm available
Monday-Sunday  with
a flexible schedule. |
also teaching Myanmar
language to all Foreigner.
Elizabeth Bao Shi :09-
516-2988, also SMS.

A TWO MONTH English
specking classes,
Parents desiring to hire a
tutororsend their children
to teacher's classes
(Tamwe/Downtown) are
requested to contact
soon. Limited learners
only. Ph: 09-301-99028.
ENGLISH for int'l school
students who want to
practice or improve
their English including
literature and language
art (principle of written
English) for SAT . If you
had tried as much as you
can to follow the lesson
and you will get good
experiences and skill.
This programwill help you
capability andfill yourluck
of  knowledge..Middle
school students can study
in a small class. U Thant
Zin, 28-3B,Thatipa Htan
St, Tamwe. Ph:09- 503-
5350, 09-310-21314,
09-319-24423

LEARN FRENCH,
Myanmar, English and
Tamil in a month. Limited
seats. Ph: 09-30199028.
I'M an experienced
Chinese (Mandarin)
teacher here in Yangon,
over 6 years teaching
in Singapore. Please do
not hesitate to contactme
for an evaluation. I'm a
professional teacher who
will help you improve
your speaking, reading
& writing skills. | use
Singaporean text books
& Chinese speaking/
conversation books
for teaching speaking,
reading & writing in
Mandarin. Monday-
Sunday with a flexible
schedule. | also teaching
Myanmar language to all
Foreigner. Ph : 095-9-
5162988

AN EX- ENGLISH high
school master is tutoring

in English and Myanmar
languages for individuals
or a small group. For
further details, pls phone:
09-301-99028.

WITHIN 24 hours can
make you confident
in Myanmar language
speaking scripts!
Teacher Phyu Phyu
Khin : 09-4930-8926,
phyuporcupine@gmail.
com, Add : 56/l, Thiri
Marlar Lane, 7.5 mile,
Pyay Rd, Yangon.
TEACHING MYANMAR
language for adults
Near Myay Ni Gone City
Mart, Sanchaung. Tel:
09-4200-30782, 09- 972

148 283  http://www.
facebook.com/ronald.
large.92

TEACHING ENGLISH for
adults Near Myay NiGone
City Mart, Sanchaung.
09-4200- 30 782, 09-
972148 283

THEFREE funwaytolearn
English.  mm.english-
attack.com Promotional
code for free account
MFA2.

U MYA HAN, French,
English & Myanmar
Classes. Ph: 09-731-
74940

SMILE PANORAMA
Travels & Tours Co., Ltd,
Car rental services. Ph:
09-505-3004, 09-250-
605665. 09-4440-11279
(Mandalay)

We provide the following
Training, CISCO, CCNA,
CCNP,  MICROSOFT,
MCSA, MCSE, LAB,
EC-COUNCIL CEH,
SECURITY ADMIN.
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.

MANDALAY Computer:
Computer for Kids,
BasicAccounting for Job
|-Office, Advanced Excel
Course, DTP Course
MYOB Software, Peach
Tree Software, Window
Shortcut Course, Email
& Internet Course
Mp3, Mp4, Video
Editing, Multimedia
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

ARTBASIC, Perspective,
Interior Design, Exterior
Design & Colour Theory.
Learn Art 5 months to be
a professional architect.
Only 2 months for
Special classes. Home
tuition also available.
New Vision Art Gallery
and Center,No 132
lift no: 4 Bagaya Rd,
Sanchaung, Shann
Lann Bus top, Ph: 09-
2542-57911

Public Notics

PHYSICS TUTORneeded
for Year 12 International
School student. Ph: 09-
502-2834
COMMUNITY Partners
International, Yangon
office relocated to the
following address- No.
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane,
Parami Road, Chaw
dwin gone, Yankin
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar. Ph: + 95 1
657909

Sell / Rent

KAMAYUT, Diamond
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600
sqgft, 1IMBR, 2BR, 3A/C,
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35
lakhs, Call owner: 09-
518-8320

Housing for Rent

7 MILE (Near - Bank /
Market/Shop) Bungalow
Type, One Bed Room,
Two Beds Room, Fully
furnished, Car Parking
/ Laundry Service /
Cleaning Service are
available. Weekly,
Monthly, Yearly For 1
Month Rental : 900 USD.
Enquiry (Office Hour — 9
amto 5 pm) Contact: 09-
4217-43 770.

BAHAN, (1)Shwe gone
daing Rd, new condo,
20'x70', 1MBR, 2SR, ph
line, aircons, good for
both residence & office
USD 1000 per month.
(2)Pent house condo
near Kandawkyi lake.
lake view. 5 bedrooms,
furnished, wooden floor.
aircons. USD7000 Per
month. - 09-9769-05901
KAMAYUT, (1)Pyay Rd,
70'x75', 2 storey building.
3MBR, good for either
office, showroom or
shop, ph line, waircons,
US 10000 per month.
(2)University Rd, new
condo, 2000sqft. 1IMBR,
2SR. furnished, hotwater
system. generator line.
Security system. USD
3700 per month. (3)Inya
Rd, 50'x50' 2 storey new
house. 1MBR, 2SR.
furnished. car garage.
US 4000 per month. Ph:
09-9769-05901
MAYANGONE, 7 Mile,
Pyay Rd. t/sp, 0.7 acre
land, nice lake view, big
lawn. 2 storey nice old
house, 3MBR, ph line,
semi furnished, USD
5000 per month. Ph:09-
9769-05901

(1)7 MILE, single house,
2 RC, 2MBR, 1SR, fully
furniture, USD 4500. (2)
8 Mile, single house, 2
RC, 2MBR, 1SR, fully
furniture USD 7000. (3)
Near Russian Embassy,
2 RC, 2MBR, 1SR, fully
furniture USD 15000. Ph:
09-2527-03331

(1)BO YAR NYUNT St,
2500 sqft, 1MBR, 2SR,
fully furniture USD 3000.
(2)Near United Living
Mall, 1500sqft, 1MBR,
2SR, USD 1500 (3)
Shwe Ohn Pin housing,
1500 sqft, TMBR, 2SR,
no furniture. USD 1500.
(4)8 Mile, Prom condo,
2500sqft, 1TMBR, 2SR,
fully  furniture, USD
4000. (5)Near China
Embassy, Golden rose
condo, 2500 sqft, 2MBR,
1SR, fully furniture USD
4000.(6)Chanthar Gone
Young condo, 2500 sqft,
1MBR, 2SR, USD 2500.
(7)UniversityAvenue Rd,
Takatho Yeikmon Condo,
1250 Sqft, 1IMBR, 2SR,
fully furniture, 2500 USD.
Ph: 09-2527-03331.
BOTATAUNG, 46th St, 6
FIr, 25' x 60", 1500 sqft,
3 Bedrooms, 2 toilets,
3 A/C & fully furnitures.
US$ 700 orkyat 750,000/
month. Ph: 09-514-2988.
HLAING THAR YAR,
Punhlaing Golf Estate,
Lake view condo(C),
702, 2255 sqft, 2 Bed
Rooms + 1MBR, fully
funished, direct ph line
+ extation line, (2)Lake
view condo(C), 802,
4176 sqft, 3 Bed Rooms
+ 1MBR, fully funished,
direct ph line + extation
line, Negotiable. Ph: 09-
730-26390 (Nilar Win
Maung) 09-2543-11756

(Aung Lwin).

BAHAN, Near Chatrium
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 RC
house, 3rooms withtoilet,
3 AC, 2 Cable phones,
internet available, wide
car parking. US$ 2300
per month. Please
contact:09-7944-40510,
09-312-87827.
CONDOTEL ,
with  hotel services:
(1)1850 sqft 1MBR,
1SR@ Bahan. 2800US$/
month. (2)1750sqft
2MBR, 2SR@ Tamwe.
2800US$/ month.
(3)1650 sqft 1MBR,
2SR@ Tamwe.
2800US$/ month. (4)
1650 sqft IMBR, 2SR
@ Mayangon.4000US$/
month.

(1)NEAR 50 ST, 1200
sgft, TMBR, 1SR, fully
furniture. USD 1200.
(2)Near Park Royal
Hotel, 1850 sqft , 2MBR,
1SR, fully furniture USD
3200. (3)Near Park Royal
Hotel, 1875 sqft, Hall type
,11/2 storey, G fIr, good
for open shop, USD
5800. (4)Near United
Living Mall, 1200 sqft,
2MBR, fully furniture
USD 1500. (5)Pearl
Condo, 1800sqft,2MBR,
1SR, fully furniture, USD
2500. (6)7 Mile, U Kyaw
Hla St, 3 RC, Hally type,
good for office, USD
4000. (7) New University
Avenue Rd, Ag Da Kong
condo 1200 sqft, 1IMBR,
1SR, fully furniture USD
2500. (8)New University
Avenue St, 1800 sqft,
2MBR, 1SR, fullyfurniture
USD 2500. (9) Minda Ma
condo, 2200 sqft, SMBR,
fully furniture, USD 5000.
Ph: 09-2527-0 3331.
RETAIL Shop Space
Available, 250 sqft.
Heavy foot traffic.
Suitable for takeaway,
beauty saloon and
fashion shops. Bahan
Township.Prominent

Condo

Center. Ph:09-4303-0
288. Email : slee888@
gmail.com

OFFICE SPACE

Downtown, Modern office
space at an affordable
price. 1,356 sqft, so
would be large enough
for staff and to facilitate
a meeting room and a
kitchen. Located on the
11th floor it has 24 hours
security and a back-up
generator. Price- $3,500.
Ph :09- 314-91678.

BAHAN Condo:
Conveniently located
in Pearl condo, a 20
minute  drive  from
downtown or from the
airport. There are many
shops and restaurants
in the building and the
property can be used
for both commercial and
residential purposes. It
has 2 master bedrooms,
one single bedroom with
one common bath and
has 1,550 Sqft of living
space with a great view.

Price:$2,600. Ph:09-
314- 91678
BAHAN,Affordable Single

family home: off Sayasan
Rd, in residential area, it
is completely remodeled
recently in western style.
3MBR, 2SR, 4 bathrooms
total with A/C in every
room. It has a nice lawn
with space large enough
for 7-8 car parking. Home
size is about 3500 sqft,
land size is about 7,000
sqft Price- $3,500. Ph :
09 2543 82482.
BAHAN, Near Chatrium
hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2
RC house, 3 Rooms
with toilet, 3 AC, Cable
phone, wide car prking,
US$ 2150 per month.
Ph:09-794440510, 09-
312-87827.

PABEDAN, 3rd Flr, 27" St
(Middle), , 25'x50" (Lift),
2SR, 1MBR, 2 aircon, 7
Lakhs, Ph: 09-510-4881,
09-730-73226.

BAHAN, (1)Pearl Condo
New Bld. 1600sqft,
1MBR, 2SR, ff, 25
Lakhs. (2)New University
Ave Rd, 2 Fir, 40'x 60',
3MBR, 5A/C, Ph, ff, 25
Lakhs, (3) Yankin Centre,
1705 sqgft, 1IMBR, 2SR,
Ph,4A/C,f.f, 15 Lakhs (5)
New UniversityAve Lane,
2FIr,22'x55', 1MBR, 1SR,
f.f, 15 Lakhs, Maureen:

09-518-8320.
OFFICE SUITES for
Lease, Pearl Centre,

Bahan Township, Kabar
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sqft available at
affordablerates. Contact:
0943030288 sleec888@
gmail.com
BRAND NEW 3 bedroom
Condominium on Strand
Rd with beautiful Pagoda
view. All rooms with
brand new aircons.
International standard
renovation, high quality
marble & teak timber
floor.  Partial/  fully
furnished. Monthly rental
US$2,900. (2).New 4
bedroom condominium
2000 sqft near Parkroyal
Hotel for rent. Top quality
renovation—6 Brand new
aircons, beautiful marble
floor, all bedroom high
qualityteakwoodflooring.
Partial/fully  furnished.
US$4000. Please call
09-4210-50471 or email
yangonproperties@
gmail.com for viewing.
OFFICE SPACE TO LET
3100 sgm available over
5 floors in a 12-storey
building with car park,
restaurant, multi function
hall and apartments.
Please contact - Ph:
09-2523-59355.
Email office-mm@
uniteammarine.com,
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon

Housing for Sale

EAST DAGON, VIP 11
quarter, 40'x 60', Gayan,
550 Lakhs. Negotiable,
Ph:01-500064, 09-4480-
03146.

(1)BAHAN, 483, Ayeyeik
thar Condo (2-B),
Ayeyeikthar 2 St, New
UniversityAve,,2000sdft,
2nd flr, 2MBR, Kitchen
Room, Living room, Fully
decorated, Tile/ Parquet
flooring, Own meter, Own
generator/ Motor, Utilities
fully equipped, Own car
parking. Price 4950
lakhs.  (2)Sanchaung,
39, Zayyathukha St, 4"
FIr, 625 sqft, Hall type,
Tile/ Parquet flooring,
450 Lakhs. Tel: 09-513-
5533, 09-510-3053, 09-
2505-74308.

TAUNG GYI, Bayar Phyu
Quarter, 50" x 55', 150
lakhs, Negotiable, Ph:

01-500064, 09-4480-
03146
LUXURY CONDO,

Between Mahabandoola
Rd & Merchant St,
Nawarat Condo, Big
car parking, Lift 5 no,
security - Satellite TV
System, firesafety, gym,
Spa Room; Function
Room, Libary, Coffee
Lounge, 1450 sqft, Ph
:09-519-7133, 09-517-
3086

Want to Hire

EXPAT working in
Yangon looking for
accommodation to share
with other Expats. If you
wantto rentabedroomin
your house or flat please
contact me through my
email at biscay.world@
gmail.com
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Employment

UN Position

THE UNITED NATIONS
World Food Programme,
is seeking 1)
Programme Assistant
GS-5, Hakha (Re-
advertise). For more
information, please visit
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email
the applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB
7 April 2015.

THE UNITED Nations
Office on Drugs &
Crime (UNODC) is
seeking for Myanmar
nationals: National
Project Coordinator
(Drug abuse prevention
and treatment of drug
dependence) - SC-8,
UNODC Country Office
- 1 Post in Yangon :
Bachelor Degree or
Advanced university
degree (Master's or
equivalent) in health,
human or social
sciences (public health,
psychology, medicine,
social work, education)
or related studies is
desirable. For Bachelor
Degree holders, 2
years of professional
experience in drug
demand reduction is
preferable. For Master
Degree holders, relevant
experience with less
than 2 years. Fluency in
English. Proficiency in
current office software
applications. Application
must include a cover
letter, current CV, P11
form, copies of relevant
academic qualification
certificates, & a recent

photo to UNODC,
11A, Maylikha Rd,
Mayangone, Yangon.

(or) C/O UNDP, POBox
(650), Yangon, Email:
fo.myanmar@unodc.
org or Jacqueline.
peegyaw@unodc.org
Closing date: 31 March
2015.

THE UNITED Nations
World Food Programme,
is seeking (1)Field
Monitor Assistant SC-
3, Pang Kham. For more
information, please visit
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email
the applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB
27 March 2015.

EMBASSY of Egypt is
seeking an experienced
staff to work as Bearer
at the Ambassador's
Residence. Must
be able to speak
English well and have
experience in the same
field. Qualified and
Interested candidates
should submit CV and
copies of testimonials
as soon as possible
to Embassy of Egypt,
No.81 Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Rd, Dagon
Township or to email:
egyptembassy86@
gmail.com.

Ingo Position

FONDAZIONE
Terre des hommes
ltalia (TDH ltalia) is
seeking Assistant
Area Coordinator
(Based in Natmauk):
University degree in
related field, preferably
in agriculture. 1 years

previous experience
with INGOs. Effective
language in English

and Myanmar. Fully
computer literate in MS
Office Package. Please
submit application with
completed information
about current job and
expected salary incl.
CV, photo, references
by email or by postal
service to Terre des
Hommes lItalia: TDH
Italia country Office: 48,
Shwe Hinn Thar St, 11
Ward, Hlaing, Yangon.
Tel: 01-654604, Email:
hr.tdhit.mya@gmail.
com, Closing date: 31-
3-2015.

TERRE des hommes
Italia is seeking Driver
(KawHmu): Validdriving

license. Minimum 1 year
previous experience
as car driver. Please
submit application with
completed information
about current job
& expected salary
including CV, photo,
references by email or
by postal service to the
Terree des Hommes
Italia Country Office:
TDH Italia Country
Office: 48, Shwe Hinn
Thar St, Il Ward, Hlaing,
Yangon. Tel: 01-654604,
Email: hr.tdhitmya@
gmail.com, Closing
date: 31.3.2015.
(1)LOGISTICS
Development
Officer (NayPyiTaw)
1 Post. Please send
application letter, CV
& related documents
to  Myanmar Red
Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com wWww.,
myanmarredcross
society.org

(1) BRANCH PROJECT
Officer (Myitkyina)
1 Post (2)Program
Coordinator (Nay Pyi
Taw / Yangon)1 Post
(3)Program Assistant
(Myitkyina) 1 Post (4)
Program Support
Officer (NayPyiTaw /
Yangon) 1 Post. Please
send application letter,
CV &related documents
to Myanmar Red
Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com wWww.
myanmarredcross
society.or

(1) BRANCH PROJECT
Officer (Myitkyina)
1 Post (2)Program
Coordinator (Nay Pyi
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post
(3)Program Assistant
(Myitkyina) 1 Post (4)
Program Support
Officer (Nay Pyi Taw /
Yangon) 1 Post: Please
send application letter,
CV &related documents
to Myanmar Red
Cross Society (Head
Office) Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com WWW.
myanmarredcross
society.org

Local Positions

SINGAPOREAN
Construction Company
in newly, will be starting
project in Myanmar
soon is seeking QS
Engineer - M/F 1 Post
: Minimum 5 vyears
experience in related
fields, Preparing BoQ,
doing bills payment,
Providing local supplier
contacts. If you interest,
please send your CV to
2014thanda@gmail.
com not later than within
two weeks.

MYTCL is currently
seeking (1)Document
Assistant/Warehouse
Assistant - M/F 3 Posts
:Age 23 ~ 35 years, Any
University  graduate,
Good communication
skills both in Myanmar
and English. Fluency
in Myanmar and
English language.
Good Computer skills
in particular for Data
processing & analysis,
MS Office, Email and
Internet, etc. Honesty,
reliability, hardworking
and be a good team
player. One year
experience. Please
submit the application
letter with full CV
detailing experience,
knowledge & skills, one
passport photo, copy of
all relevant certificates,
labour registration
card, NRC card &
recommendation letter
from police station to
Administration Depart
ment:MyanmarYang Tse
CopperLimited, Yangon,
70(l) Bo Chein St, Pyay
Rd, Hlaing, Yangon. Tel:
01-514194~7, Email:
yangtse@yangtse.com.
mm , Note: Employment
is always subject to

passing an MYTCL
Medical Examination.
Colsing date : 24 April
2015.

ENGLISH TEACHER
in Language School :
Responsible & reliable,
Efficient and result-
oriented, Atleast 3 years
inteaching, Willingness
and capacity to
accommodate  when
faced with difficult and

frustrating working
conditions, Able and
willing to travel in
Yangon. Interested

applicants are to send
their current C.V with
recent photo and fixed
aday forinterview. Send
tojatojamie@gmail.com
or call 09-4500-50725.
EXO TRAVEL is seeking
(1)Admin Assistant
(Logistics) : Any degree
holder or equivalent
qualifications, Able to
use Microsoft office
programs comfortably.
Relevant work
experiences would be
advantageous. Hard
workingandteamplayer.
Able to commit overtime
when necessary. (2)
Travel Consultant

2 years experience in
tourism related field,
Pro-active & Team spirit,
good organizational &
problem solving skill,
Excellent interpersonal
skills & communication

skills, Strong sales
& customer service
focus, Computer

proficiency : Microsoft
word, Excel, & Outlook,
Good communication in
English/French (Written
& Spoken ). (Only those
with a genuine interest
in joining a professional
travel company for
long-term commitment
need apply.) Interested
candidates are invited
to send a detailed
resume HR Manager at
memecho@exotravel.
com or mail to 147.
Shwegonedaing  St,
West Shwegonedaing,
Bahan, Yangon, Tel: +
95 (0) 1 8604933
ZWARE GROUP is
seeking (1)Marketing
Manager - M/F 1 post
(2)Project Coordinator
(Interior) - M/F 1 post (3)
Project Coordinator
(Civil Structure) - M/F
2 posts (4)Admin
Assistant - M/F 2 posts
(5)Civil Engineer -
M/F 2 posts (6)Office
Secretary - M/F 1
post (7)Assistant HR
Manager - M/F 1 post
(8)Marketing Assistant
- M/F 3 posts (9)Office
Staff - M/F 2 posts
(10)Senior Quantity
Surveyor (Head of
QS) - M/F 1 post (11)
Project Coordinator -
M/F 1 post (12)Sales
Engineer - M/F 1 post
(13)Driver - M 1 post
(14)General Helper - M
1post(15)Store Keeper
- M/F 2 posts. Please
submit CV, photo with
necessary documents
to 440, Waizayandar
St, Corner of Thitsar
Traffic point, South
Okkalarpa. Ph : 01-
565911, 01-8551294.
Email: recruitment@
zwaregroup.com

INT'L Accounting & Law
firmis seeking (1)Junior
Associates, LL. B or
LL. M - F 3 posts. (2)
CPAs - F 2 posts. (3)
Accountants, B Com,
Level Il, Level Il - F 3
posts. (4) Receptionist
& Secretary - F 2
post. For all posts:
Ages between 22 and
35, Fluent in English,
Excellent negotiation
& communication
skills, Computer skills.
Please submit CV to
alex.hwang@polaris.
com.mm

MYANMAR ACCESS
International Co., Ltd
is seeking Marketing
Executive 2 year
experience in marketing
field, Age 25 years and
above, Must be able to
speak & write English,
Must be able to use
Ms & Power point, Well
organized & result-
oriented. Contact us-
zinminpon@gmail.
com, sunandar91072@

gmail.com. Ph:09-2530-
62042, 09-732-40764.
CONSTRUCTION
company is urgently
seeking for Office
staffs - 3 posts : Male or
Female, Age between
25-35, Any Graduate/
Degree Holder, Minium
(2 ~ 3) years working
experience, for the
materials in construction
field, computer skills,
internet, email, Able
to speak Myanmar &
Chinese OR Myanamr &
English. please contact
09 - 4303-1641

WE ARE seeking
Experience Teacher :
Yanagon English centre
run by ex-pats requires
teachers with skills in
delivering  corporate
training. Contact think
in English @ 09-4250-
26102, for ph interview.
ASIA PLAZA HOTEL
is seeking (1)Sale &
Marketing Manager -
M/F 1 post (2)Assistant
FOManager-M/F 1post,
(3)Sale & Marketing
Executive - M/F 2
posts (4)FO Supervisor
- M/F 2 posts (5)F & B
Manager - M/F 1 post (6)
ChiefAccountant-M/F
1 post (7)G.S.0(Guest
Service Officer - M/F
1 post. Please submit
CV, photo, expect
salary, certificate & other
necessary documents
to 277, Bogyoke St,
Kyauktada. Ph: 01-
391070, 391071.

soon. Ph: 09-301-99028.

DVB MULTIMEDIA
Group Co., Ltd
is seeking Team

development Lead :
Fluency in both English
& Myanmar language,
2 ~ 4 years working in
a quota- driven sales
environment, 2~4 years
working in an office/
business environment
(multi-national company
expsrience a plus), 2 ~
4 years managing office
or sales staff, 1" 2 years
working with structured
sales process steps &
practices, 1 ~ 2 years
working with MS office
programs and email
communications, 1 ~
2 years working with
sales reporitng tools
and / or CRM software.
DVB has a competitive
compensation package.
Intersted candidate may
submit CV & cover letter
to admain@dvb.no.

NITIPON is seeking (1)
Shop Manager - F
1 post in Mandalay :
Musthave management
skills, experience for
customer service,
Graduated, Good
English communication,
Age 28 ~ 35, Sign in 2
years contract, (2)Sales
- F 2 posts in Yangon :
Basic knowledge of
English & understanding
skill, Any graduate, Age
18 ~ 30, For all posts :
Expesrience in cosmetic
field/servicefiled, Salary

Place a

FREE ad
NOW!

KH HOTEL Yangon is
currently seeking self
motivated, dedicated
and potential candidates
for the following posts;
(1)Sale & Marketing
Manager - M/F 2 posts
: University graduate,
Excellent English
communication  skill,
written & spoken, 3years
experience in relate
field, Good personality.
(2)M&E Technicians -
M 3 Posts : Must have
related certificates or
Diploma or B.Tech, 2
years experience in
hospitality  industry,
Must work shift duty.
Interested candidates,
please submit CV with
relevant documents to
KH Hotel : 28, 7 Miles,
Pyay Rd, Mayangone,
Yangon. Ph: 01-652989,
01-653358, 01-653359.
JAPFA COMFEED
Myanmar Pte Ltd is
seeking (1)Senior
Accountant : B.Com
(or) CPA, Age under
50, Have knowledge
& experience on tax &
regulation of Myanmar,
(2)Accountant:B.Com
(or)LCCllevel 3, 3 years
experience, Computer
literate & accounting
knowledge (3)Chief
Finance:B.Com,4years
experience, Knowledge
& experience on cash
& finance, Knowledge
on banking sustem.
(4)Office staff : Any
graduate, Computer
literate (Microsoft
office), (5)Driver

3 years experience
in driving, can drive
for ferry / foreigner,
English literate.
Contact  01-652536,
652544, or submit CV
to 37, Kabaaye Pagoda
Rd, Inya Lake Hotel
Compound, East Wing.
SITUATION WANTED,
A Freelance Licensed
guide (Eng) Wishes to
serve in any position
with any reputable tour
agency. Prospective
employers may contact

negotiable, Please
send resume with
supporting documents
to sabaephyu26@
mail.com

KELVIN CHIA Yangon
Ltd is a foreign legal
consultancy firm. We
invite motivated &
committed individuals
who are able to work
as: Account cum Admi
nistrative Assistant :
Goodwrittenand spoken
communication skills in
English. Must be well-
organized, meticulous,
have initiative & execute
instructions promptly.
Accounting background
& experience preferred.
Interested applicants
are invited to send their
fullresume together with
a recent photograph to
ppo@kcyangon.com
we regret that only
shortlisted candidates
will be notified.
COMPANIES who are
looking for Singapore
telecommunications,
Computers, Computer
networks and Electronic
products. Please
drop me an email,
message or contact
me. Chris WongHP: +65
81202496YgnSing@
hotmail.com

WE ARE seeking find
staff in Yangon for
expand our business.
(1). Sale executive

: English skill, Man ,
have driving licene. (2).
Secretary English
language. Please

contact to our email for
send CV/ Resume at
zupasit@gmail.com

WE ARE seeking
Limousine drivers,
full time, 6 days week,
starting from K 350,000,
Must speak Englih or
other foreing language,
Minimum 3 year driving

experience. Contact
: 09-4201-65678, 09-
519-7354, 09-4317-
9011.

AUNG CHAN THA
Trading Co., Ltd. is
seeking (1)Sales

Executive - M 5 Posts:
Any graduate, BE or
B Tech (Mechanical)
is preferable. 3 years
experience. Age 25~30.
(2)Sales Executive -
M 5 Posts (Industrial
Dept) : Any graduate:
Preferable BE or B
Tech (Mechanical).
Age 25~30. (3)Sales
Engineer - M 10 Posts
(Sales Dept) Any
graduate: Preferable
A.G.T.l or B Tech). Age

20~25 (4)Engineer
Trainee - M 15 Posts
(Sales & Industrial
Dept) : BE, B Tech or

AGTI (Fresh Graduate),
Age 20~25. (5)Senior
Engineer - M 10 Posts
(Service & Industrial
Dept) : Any graduate,
Preferable BE or B
Tech (Mechanical). Age
25~35. (6)PSSR - M
10 Posts (Spare part
& Industrial Dept) : Any
graduate, Preferable BE
or B Tech (Mechanical).
Age 25~35. (7)
Local Purchaser - M
3 Posts (Spare part
Dept) Any graduate,
Preferable BE or B
Tech (Mechanical). Age
25~30. (8) Machanic
Helper / Tool Room
- Store - M 5 Posts
: 1 year experience
Age 25~30. (9)Office
Driver - M 5 Posts : 5
years experience. Kha
- valid driving license.
Age 30~40. Please
email covering letter,
CV, 2 passport photo
& photocopies of the
graduation certificates,
national registration
card, labor registration
card, police clearance,
household census
list to Aung Chan Tha
Trading Co., Ltd :HR
Manager, 54, Kaba
Aye Pagoda Rd, Near
Nawaday Intersection,
Mayangone,
Yangon, Email:
hr.aungchantha@
gmail.com within 2
weeks.

TRAVEL companies
is looking for Senior
travel assistant cum
authorized tourist
guide, wth three foreign
languages, may please
contact to 09-301-
99028.

MYANMAR TRAVEL
is seeking 3 Tour
Operation & Reser
vation (Myanmar
Citizen only) : 1 year
experience as Tour
Operatorfortheinbound
travel company. Fluency
in English both speaking
& writing. Possess
computer proficiency:
Microsoft office, Excel.
Interested person
send CV (with photo
attached) to Ma Nway
Nway Eai, Country
Manager, Email: resal@
myanmartravel.com,
Ph: 09-430-74201.
MYANMAR FOOD Co.,
Ltd is seeking (1).
Brand manager (2).
HR assistant - M/F 1
post (3).Store Keeper
-  M/F (4).Service
Provider - M/F 20
posts  (5).Customer
Service Executive
(Hostess) M/F 2 posts
(6).Admin Executive -
M/F 1 post (7).Quality
Control - M/F 1 post (8).
Service Engineer - M
1 post . Plese cubmit to
Myanmar Food Co., Ltd,
ph: 09-730-99383, mfft.
hr@gmail.com
MYANMARLIFESTYLE
Co.ltd, is seeking (1).
Marketing Manager -
M/F 1 post (2).Retail
Operation Manger -
M/F 1 post (3).Brand
Manager - F 3 posts
(4).Sales & Marketing
Operation Assistant
- F 1 post (5).Admin

Executive - M/F 1
post (6).Operation
assistant - M/F
1 post (7). Graphic

Designer - M/F 1 post:
Age 20 ~ 35, 1 year
experiences. Please
submit to Myanmar
Lifestyle Co. Ltd., Ph:09-
3361-1110, Email
sevenfridaymm@gmail.
com

(1) TRAINEE
Accountant - M/F 1
Post (2) Assistant

Accountant- M/F 1 Post
(3) Senior Accountant-
M/F 1 Post (4) Office
Secretary / Executive
Secretary- F 1 Post (5)
Estate Coordinator -
F 1 Post (6) Technical
Assistant — M 1 Post.
For all posts must
be speak English.
Please submit CV with
necessary documents
to 17, Shwe Tha Pyay
Yeik Mon 2, Nawarat St,
10 South/North quarter,
Thaketa. Email : wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com Ph:09-4211-66892
INTER GROUP of
companies is seeking
(1)Administrative
Assistant - F : Degree
Holder, 3 years
experience, Excellent
in English, Computer
literate. (2)Accounts
Executive - M/ F
:ACCA or B.Com, 3
years experience in
full set of Accounts
preparation, Experience
in MYOB, Great team
player with excellent
communication &
interpersonal  sKills,
Able to multi-tasks and
meet tight reporting
deadlines, Excellent
in English, Computer
literate, Willing to
travel overseas for
training and must hold
valid passport. Please
submit detailed CV in
person or by email,
stating your current &
expected salary, date
of availability, reason
for leaving and a recent
passportphototo: 7(D),
1stFlr, 6 Miles, Pyay Rd,
Hlaing, Yangon, Tel: 09-
731-05353, 09-731-0
5340 Email:hr-ygn@
icononline.net
(TYMARKETING
Manager - F 5 posts
must be interesting in
real estate business,
Age between 25 to
35, good looking (2)
Computer - F 3 posts
word, Excel, page
maker, photo shop (3)
Driver - M 3 posts 5
years license, Age
between 30 ~ 45 years
old. contact : 09-4201-
14749,09-4211-77105.
WANTED Office Staff.
Must be graduated.
Fluent in  English,
Good knowledge in MS
word/ excel. Able to
work in door/ out door.
Interested person apply
CV to No.243, 4" FlIr, Bo
Aung Kyaw St, Middle,
Kyauktada, Tel: 09-420
731246.

A RESTAURANT is
looking for a general
manager. 300,000 -
450,000 ks/month & 5%
profits, cookiehustler@
gmail.com, 09-9729-
93330

TURQUOISE mountain
is seeking experienced
architect (individual
or practice) required to
under take fullmeasured
and condition survey of
historic building. Please
contact, email: harry@
turquoisemountian.
orgtel: 09-979-786 575.
ENGLISH speaking
& writing staff for
English magazine.
cnucontents@hanmail.
net ph: 09-4500-65916
GYMBOREE PLAY
& Music is seeking
Marketing : 1 year
experience, Good
English speaking,
Basic computer skill,
Good character &
responsibility. Job
Details: to initiative
business development
activities. Conduct
market research
Contacting prospects,
negotiation and clients
visit. Job Location: Pearl
Condo, Kabar Aye
Pagoda Rd, Yangon.
Type of Employment:
Full time. About the
company: Gymboree
Play & Music is the
world’s leading parent-
child interactive play,
music and arts program
for children ages
newborn to five years.
Address : Block C, Pearl
Condo, 2 FIr,Bahan. Ph:
09-259-999113.

EXO TRAVEL is seeking
(1)French Speaking
Travel Consultant

2 years experience
in  Tourism Industry
or Related field, Pro-
active, team spirit,
good organisational &
problem solving skill,
Strong sales & customer
service focus, Possess
computer proficiency:
MS office, Excellent
command of written &
spoken in French. (2)
English Speaking
Travel Consultant : 2
years experience, Pro-
active & Team spirit,
good organizational &
problem solving skill,
Excellent inter personal
skills & communication
skills, Strong sales
& customer service
focus, Possess
computer proficiency.
Good communication
in English. (Only those
with a genuine interest
in joining a professional
travel company for
long-term commitment
need apply.). Please
send a detailed resume
mentioning the reason
of leaving and attached
recent photo and other
relevant documents
to HR Manager at
memecho@exotravel.
com.

GOLDEN HILL Tower is
seeking F&B Manager
- M/F 1 post : Proficient
in English four skills.

Proven experience
using computers
especially Office
Application. University
degree holder. 2-3
years experience.

Excellent interpersonal
& communication skills.
Able to work under
pressure. Commencing
Salary—-US$600 Please
submit to HR Dept
of Golden Hill Tower
No. 24-26, Kaba Aye
Pagoda Rd, Bahan.
BULGOGI BROTHERS
Korean BBQ Restaurant
is seeking (1)Kitchen
Staff - M/F 15 posts (2)
Service Staff - M/F 15
posts (3)Cashier - F
2 posts (4)Driver - M
1 post. All post have
basic English and
work experience in
smilar field. No.135/5,
Mawyawaddy Lane,
8.5 Mile, Mayangone,
Yangon.Ph:01-667061,
09-796-307128, 09-
730-90465. Email:
bulgogibrothers.
myanmar@gmail.com
YANGON International
School (YIS) is looking
for candidates for the

following position.
Teacher Assistant
Requirements: A

bachelor degree holder,
good command of both
English and Myanmar
languages and ability
to work with expat
teachers. Please send
a CV & a brief cover
letter to twphyo@
ismyanmar.com  or
YIS, 117, Thumingalar
Lannmagyi,
Thumingalar Housing,
Thingangyun, Yangon.
Ph : 01 578171, 01
573149. The position is
open until filled.
OUR ORGANISATION
is a leading provider
of Project Engineering
and Engineering Supply
based in Myanmar. We
are in collaboration and
develop joint venture
with MNCs in Power,
Real Estate, Dairy
Farm and Agriculture

Sector is seeking(1)
Project Planning
Manager (2)General
Manager (Special

Project) (3)Business
Development Manager
(4)Personal Assistant
to CEO (Male Only) (5)

Operation Manager
(Trading /  Power
Industry)  (6)Project

Sales Manager. Please
send CV & cover letter,
including your salary
expectations, to Email-
hr.stcl@supreme-
companies.com. You
can see more details of
Job Descriptions from
www.myanmarjobsdb.
com,www.myanmar-
network.net, www.work.
com.mm. Thesuccessful
candidates can expect
high competitive salary
and benefits.
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The nation’s U23 football side will
commence their qualification efforts
for the 2016 AFC U23 Champion-
ships this week when they travel to
SEA Games rivals Indonesia to face
the host nation and fellow minnows
Timor Leste.

All three Southeast Asian sides will
not only get a look at each other be-
tween March 27 and March 31 but will
also get a run-around from leading
Asian side South Korea.

But the Brunei Times reports that
the sultanate’s coach Stephen Ng Heng
Seng believes his team will fight and de-
velop experience as a team that will im-
prove their play at the regional games.

“We are taking the qualifiers very
seriously. But as much as we want to
qualify, we have to be realistic,” said Ng.

“This is a tough group and will be
a good test as we are in the process of
developing our players.

“The boys will gain from the expe-
rience of having to play the giants of
Asia and I believe that we can put up
some good performances, he added.

The team has been together for
intensive training since February
which recently included a training
tour of Thailand.

“They have made a big improve-
ment [in their performances] in com-
parison to a couple of months ago,”
said Ng. “They are more confident and
composed.

Seoul, South Korea, is the destina-
tion for as many as 24 fencers who
will depart for a two month training
camp from April 2, before heading to
the Singapore Games reports Antara
News. ,

Performance director, Muslimin di
Samarinda told the news agency that
his athletes were scheduled to spar
with university athletes in Korea and
enter an Open Championship in prep-
aration for the June event.

The athletes will be under the su-
pervision of Korean coach Yun Inchul.

“We hope Mr Yun will be able to de-
velop the athlete’s experience as well
as improving their techniques, both
physical and mental during their time
in Korea,” added Muslimin.

Indonesia’s SEA Games men’s squad
will have the benefit of the country

staging three Futures tournaments
over the next month.

From March 30 the Gubernur Ka-
limantan Utara F1 Cup will be played
in Tarakan before the F2 Mayor’s Cup
Open in Tegal Tegal on April 6 and the
Indonesia F3 PGN Cup in Jakarta on
April 13.

“Indonesia will be represented by
Christopher Rungkat, David Agung
Susanto, Aditnya Hari Sasongko and
Sunu Wahyu Wirajati,” a Tennis Indo-
nesia spokesperson told Antara News.

Tao Li, Singapore’s most successful
swimmer, has told The New Paper that
the SEA Games will most likely be her
final multi-sport event.

She achieved Singapore’s best re-
sult in swimming when she finished
5% in the women’s 100m butterfly and
in the process became the Republic’s
first swimmer to qualify for an Olym-
pic final.

“Im still considering my options
but as of now I'm leaning towards
completing my studies over compet-
ing at the next Olympics,” said Tao.

She has also tasted glory at the
Asian Games with two golds, two sil-
vers and two bronzes, all in the 50m
and 100m butterfly events.

“Im unbeaten at the 50m fly and
100m back at the SEA Games, but it’s
not going to be easy. I have to focus
and give Singaporeans something to
cheer about. Four out of four [50 and
100 fly and 50 and 100 backstroke]
would be the perfect farewell.”

On their return from their victorious
performances at the Asian Archery
Cup in Bangkok, the Philippines’ Ar-
chery team told The Philippine Star,
they would remain on target for the
SEA Games.

The squad won both the women’s
and mixed compound events in Thai-
land, where veteran Amaya Paz Co-
juangco starred in both teams before
taking silver in the individual event.

“We have a good chance in the SEA
Games and the world tournaments,”
said Cojuangco at a victory party host-
ed by the Philippine Archers National
Network and Alliance.

“I guess we're doing things right,”
said Fred Moreno, head of PANNA.
- Matt Roebuck
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Beach Polo draws

the elite to the

‘Dubai of Africa’

A chukka on the beach in Nigeria. Polo is part of the upmarket image for Lagos’ Eko Atlantic development. Photo: AFP

ORSCHES and Jaguars

are parked in the sand

while businessmen and

their partners, in high

heels and hats, sit in
the sheltered grandstands, glass of
champagne in hand.

The scene could be Dubai or
Miami but this is Lagos - Nigeria’s
biggest city and financial hub - and
the first beach polo tournament in
Africa.

Hundreds of kilometres from
fighting between the Islamist group
Boko Haram and the Nigerian Army
and a week before closely fought
elections, entertainment is the name
of the game.

Teams of three and their mounts,
instead of four as in traditional polo,
compete on a sandy polo ground
slightly smaller than the -classic
grass version.

“Beach polo is similar to arena
polo,” said Habeeb Fasinro, presi-
dent of the Lagos Polo Club, which
was set up in 1904 under British co-
lonial rule.

“It is usually played off-season,
when youre not playing on grass,
just to keep the horses in shape,” he
told AFP, still dressed in his white
trousers and leather riding boots af-
ter one game.

“But now it’s turned into some-
thing very big. You have the world
beach polo tournament as well in
Miami, you have it in Dubai, in
Ibiza”

The competition, which finishes
on March 29, has been organised
on the vast stretch of sand known
as Eko Atlantic, which is currently
the biggest real estate building site
in Africa.

Work began in 2008 to drag

millions of tonnes of sand from the
bottom of the Atlantic Ocean to
create a 10-square-kilometre (3.86
square-mile) city within a city.

Developers predict that when it
is complete in the next 15 to 20 years
it will be “the Dubai of Africa” and
accommodate some 250,000 people.

The first two buildings are cur-
rently being built. Roads, bridges,
street lights and even small palm
trees have also emerged on the sand,
which is annexed to the upmarket
area of Victoria Island.

“The idea was to start to create a

Brent Sadler
the project’s spokesman

bit of activity in this new city,” said
Ronald Chagoury Junior, vice-presi-
dent of Eko Atlantic, who admits to
liking the parallels with Dubai.

His father, Ronald senior, and
uncle Gilbert - both of Lebanese
origin and well-established in Ni-
gerian business - founded the mul-
ti-billion dollar project through a
subsidiary of their company, South
Energyx.

A beach football tournament,
“Copa Lagos”, has been held on the
sand of Eko Atlantic for four years.

But with polo - a sport tradition-
ally associated with the elite - the
development’s promoters sensed an

investment opportunity.

“We want to associate Eko Atlan-
tic, the new city for Lagos, with the
sport of Kings,” said Brent Sadler, the
project’s spokesperson.

“We want to show that we’re pro-
ducing a professional quality, pres-
tigious city that people will enjoy
living in and people will understand
what we’re doing here by coming to
watch polo.”

The new city aims to become a
hub for business across Africa and
the promoters are hoping to bring in
international entrepreneurs as well
as the moneyed, local elite.

In a dark designer suit with
round, horn-rimmed spectacles, Chi-
ma Anyaso, admits that he knows
nothing about polo - and even less
about the beach version.

“I got an invite that was sent to
my office and I also got three ex-
tra cards, so I brought along my
friends,” said Anyaso, who heads a
company in the oil and gas sector.

“I have been [to Eko Atlantic] two
times, just to look at the project and
prospect, as a prospective buyer.”

Polo isn’t a recent sport in Ni-
geria and has remained popular
among the wealthy even after the
country gained independence from
Britain in 1960.

“We have at least 30 polo clubs
in Nigeria, and then then there are
private clubs as well. At Lagos Polo
Club we have between 80 to 100
players,” said Fasinro.

“There’s a very long tradition of
polo in Lagos. We've attracted the
best players who've come here and
played with us. And we've had Ni-
gerian players also playing abroad
quite frequently.

“A good number of us played
in Europe this season, in England
mostly” - AFP
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SEPAK TAKRAW

Indonesia playing Myanmar at the 27" SEA Games in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: Staff

The court

Net height at centre
Men’s: 1.55m

Women’s:
1.42m

The ball is
hand-tossed to
server inside the
serving circle,
volleying it into
play with a
single kick

AP 141209

Sepak takraw

Created in the Southeast Asian jungles more than 500
years ago. It was formalised with rules in the early 1900s

Obijective:

B> Players volley the
ball over the net without
using hands or arms

> Each side is allowed 3
contacts with the ball
to get it over the net

Sepak means “kick” in
Malay and takraw means
“woven ball” in Thai

The ball
Woven synthetic fibre
The block

Powerful shot into
opponent’s court
Roll spike

Player jumps with back
to net, rotates in the air,
and kicks the ball over
opposite shoulder

Defensive jump
to divert a spike

Source: Doha 2006

Takraw tournament

starts search for stars

KYAW ZIN HLAING
kyawzinhlaing.mcm(@gmail.com

EPAK Takraw hopes to re-

ceive a boost from a new

tournament designed to

encourage the next genera-

tion of Myanmar’s athletes
to play this gymnastic ball sport.

The Sepak Takraw 4 TV Cup,
organised by the Myanmar Sepak
Takraw Federation in partnership
with the Forever Group, will be
held at Yangon’s Thuwunna Indoor

Stadium from March 30 to April 5.

The sport - sometimes better
known as “kick volleyball” - can be
seen on roadsides across the country
and it is that popularity that the or-
ganisers hope to tap into.

“Sepak Takraw is second only to
football in its popularity in Myan-
mar,” said U Khin Lin Maw, speaking
on behalf of the Forever Group.

“This tournament will be a great
stage for amateur athletes to have
their ability recognised and so our
hope is to organise this event on an

annual basis,” he said at the press
conference that launched the tourna-
ment on March 25.

The tournament will comprise of
two mens’ Regu events, an open tour-
nament and an U16 event. “Regu” is
a Malaysian word meaning team.
Squads are formed of four players:
three starters and one reserve.

Current national level players will
not be able to enter this event, so ama-
teur teams - who will pay a K2000 reg-
istration fee - have the chance to take
home a prize of K700,000. Runners-up

will receive K500,000 and K300,000
for second and third place respectively.

The prizes in the Ul6 competi-
tion will be K500,000, K300,000 and
K200,000.

This tournament aimed to uncov-
er new talent Sepak Takraw athletes
for the national Sepak Takraw team.

“A lot of people are playing Sepak
Takraw in Myanmar, so this tourna-
ment will help us identify new talent
for our national side,” said U Kyaw
Zin Moe, general secretary of the
MSTF.

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

NFL safety,
replay rule
changes
adopted

NATIONAL Football League team
owners this week approved changes
to rules involving safety and televi-
sion replays as well as unveiling plans
for a 50" Super Bowl celebration, the
league announced.

A medical timeout will be added to
stop action and allow medical officials
to remove a player observers think is
injured or has suffered a concussion.
The player would be removed and un-
dergo a concussion protocol exam on
the sidelines.

Independent medical observers de-
buted last season to watch from sta-
dium media areas and identify players
who might be injured, complete with
video replay equipment and devices to
contact sideline medical officials.

Also added were new standards
on peel-back blocks and tighter en-
forcement of chop blocks plus a ban
on pushing teammates at the line of
scrimmage, measures largely aimed at
linemen, and greater protection for re-
ceivers who leave themselves vulnera-
ble to hits as they try to make catches.

Many replay tweaks were put forth
by clubs but the only measure ap-
proved by owners allowed for replay
review of the game clock at the end
of the second and fourth quarters and
overtime periods if more than one sec-
ond remains.

The NFL also announced a season-
long celebration of the Super Bowl
called “On the Fifty” on the way to the
50" Super Bowl, set for February 7,
2016, in Santa Clara, home of the San
Francisco 49ers.

Gold will be a theme with midfield
numerals and the NFL logo painted
gold in every NFL stadium and gold-
en accents on sideline clothing plus
gold hues for logos at special events,
including the NFL Draft in April, the
season-opening game in September
and next January’s playoffs. - AFP

FOOTBALL

MNL-2 prepares for
midseason break

THIS weekend sees the Myanmar
National League Division 2 finish the
first half of its season’s fixtures with
the teams relegated from last year’s
premier in pole position to return to
the top table.

Southern Myanmar, who suffered

a surprise poor season last year, are
the only team to remain undefeated
while GFA look set to become Myan-
mar’s yo-yo club if they can hold off
Mawyawadi.

The second half of the season will
begin in June. - Matt Roebuck

Mawyawadi FC @ v Tks/ Horizon FC Padonmar

2713 Silver Stars FC 1.# v -‘- GFAFC Sa Lin
Pong Gan FC m \'} @ Best Utd FC Padonmar

2813 Sth Myanmar FC ﬂ v g Myawady FC Sa Lin

o

Team P W D L F A GD | Pts
Southern Myanmar FC 8 7 1 - 19 2 17 22
GFAFC 8 5 1 2 13 5 8 16
Mawyawadi FC 8 5 1 13 7 6 16
Horizon FC 8 4 8 1 21 8 13 15
Dagon FC 9 4 3 2 17 7 10 15
Myawady FC 8 3 2 8 19 19 - 1"
University FC 9 1 3 5 15 17 -2 6
Best United FC 8 - 5 3 9 18 -9 5
Silver Stars FC 8 - 4 4 8 19 | -1 4
Pong Gan FC 8 - 1 7 5 37 | -32 1

IN PICTURES

Photo: MFF/ K2

Facebook

The Nippon Foundation U15 Cup started on March 25 and will run until
April 9. Schoolboys representing their states and regions will compete, with a

million prize for the winners.
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From Open champion to

SEA Games contender
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Zaw San Oo valiantly returning in an effort to stay in the game.
Photo: Naing Wynn Htoon

kyawzinhlaing.mcm(@gmail.com

UNG Kyaw Naing

cruised through the

final game of the My-

anmar National Open

to lift the silverware
for the Men’s Singles on March 25,
completing his victory 6-2, 6-2 over
Zaw San Oo at Yangon’s Theinphyu
Tennis Stadium.

In the women’s tournament Ni-
lar Win defeated Amy Htun 6-4,6-4.

All four players will now travel
to China from April 4 to 30 to join
a training camp in preparation for
this June’s SEA Games.

“Four men and three women
players will travel to China,” said U
Aung Maw Thein, president of the
Myanmar Tennis Federation.

Tennis did not feature at the
SEA Games in 2013, when Myan-
mar hosted, but the Ministry of
Sport did build a tennis facility on

AFC U23 Championship Qualification

(also acts as the first round of 2016 Olympic qualification)

March 27

National

14:30
17:30

Stadium
Kaohsiung,
Taiwan

the Wunna Theikdi complex in Nay
Pyi Taw.

Tennis was last played at the
Palembang 2011 Games when In-
donesia dominated on home turf,
sweeping the men’s events and win-
ning the women’s singles to secure
four of the seven gold medals on
offer.

Thailand won two gold in the
Women’s Doubles and Team event
and it is they who rank the highest
as a nation in both the Men’s Davis
Cup and Women’s Fed Cup.

“We will aim to bring home a
bronze medal,” U Aung Maw Thein
told The Myanmar Times. “But
competition there will be tough.”

With that in mind, it is a Thai
coach, Chalongrat Prasanphak,
who Myanmar have engaged to de-
liver their national team training.

This year may be too early for
Myanmar to consider medalling
in the SEA Games tennis com-
petition but the 143 competitors
that entered the National Open
also included a number of junior
events at the U10, Ul12 and Ul4
age groups.

“We hope a new generation
of athletes will emerge from the
junior events,” said U Aung Maw
Thein.

In addition to the Open Singles,
Doubles and Mixed Doubles, the
event hosted a number of senior
categories at the over 35, 45, 55 and
60 level.

One notable appearance in these
categories was Zaw Zaw, chair of
Max Myanmar Group of Compa-
nies, competing in and winning the
Men’s Doubles Over-45 tournament
with his partner Aung Moe.

Now president of the Myanmar
Football Federation, the tycoon
who is known as a keen sportsman
also once served as president of the
MTF.

Kim Jong-
Un urges
‘guerrilla-
style’ sport
tactics

NORTH Korea’s young leader Kim
Jong-Un has urged athletes to adopt
“guerrilla-style” tactics in an effort
to boost the nation’s underwhelming
impact on the global sporting stage.

In a letter to a national meeting of
sportspeople and officials, Kim, who
is known to be an avid sports fan, la-
mented the fact that North Korea was
“trailing behind the world” in sports
science and strategy.

The message - couched in milita-
ristic rhetoric - said sport provided a
crucial opportunity to promote North
Korea overseas.

“At times of peace, only athletes
can fly the DPRK national flag in the
sky of other countries,” Kim said in
the letter cited by the official KCNA
news agency yesterday.

Promising state support that
would turn North Korea into a sports
powerhouse “within a few years”, Kim
said inspiration should be drawn
from the fight against Japanese colo-
nial rule over the Korean peninsula.

“Sports officials and coaches must
implement the tactics of anti-Japa-
nese guerrilla-style attacks in each
sport event in order to take the initia-
tive in every game and triumph,” he
said.

North Korea’s sporting record has
largely failed to fulfil its aspirations.

The four golds it won in 2012 in
London - all in weightlifting or judo
- equaled its best-ever tally.

In October 2013, Kim introduced a
new policy rewarding successful ath-
letes with luxury apartments in rec-
ognition of their achievements.

In his letter, Kim said prior-
ity should be placed on those sports
where North Korean athletes have
already known success, including
women’s football, weightlifting, box-
ing, judo and archery. - AFP
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