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MIC gives Landmark approval
Yoma Strategic Holdings says Myanmar Investment Commission has approved a lease for its US$400 million 
Landmark development in Yangon and has instructed the railways ministry to green-light the project. BUSINESS 13

MORE ON NEWS 3

Questioning 
the direction 
of democracy

WWW.MMTIMES.COM DAILY EDITION ISSUE 5 | FRIDAY, MARCH 13, 2015

1000
Ks.

HEARTBEAT OF THE NATION

RECENT events in Letpadan and in 
front of the Yangon’s City Hall will have 
prompted many to question the path 
that Myanmar’s quasi-civilian govern-
ment has chosen. Is this country mov-
ing in the right direction with prudent 
leadership? Surely no political leader 
would knowingly commit or ask their 
subordinates to commit such brutal 
suppression, particularly in such an 
important year for the country – one 
when millions of voters will head to the 
polls for a general election. Were these 
acts then the result of poor judgement, 
miscommunication and a lack of lead-
ership? Or were they deliberate and co-
ordinated? Signifi cantly, there has been 
no public indication of remorse to date.

The student unions and the au-
thorities have a long history of con-
frontation, dating back to 1920. Many 
student-led protests have resulted in 
political upheaval and change. The 
authorities have some right to be con-
cerned about students marching with 
their fi ghting-peacock fl ags. Still, these 
circumstances were di� erent. The 
students at Letpadan were not try-
ing to overthrow a government. They 
were simply asking to be allowed to 
walk, under police guard, toward Yan-
gon and then disperse after o� ering 
prayers and a solemn oath at Shwe-
dagon Pagoda. With a bit of patience, 
sympathy and some discipline, the 
protest could have ended peacefully, 
with all sides retaining their dignity.

While we recognise that the pro-
cess of reconciliation is a delicate and 
sensitive political endeavour, all par-
ties have to understand that there is 
no alternative.

Agricultural concessions:
The great land grab

EDITORIAL

New report fi nds millions of acres of pristine forest have been 
lost due to agricultural concessions awarded to private fi rms in 
Kachin State and Tanintharyi Region. BUSINESS 12 

Land cleared for a palm oil plantation 
lies fallow near Myeik in Tanintharyi 

Region. Photo: Wa Lone
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Pots, kettles … and batons
Well, tensions have fl ared once again 
in Ferguson, Missouri, following the 
resignation of the police chief and 
the shooting of the umpteenth black 
person and two police offi cers, bringing 
simmering racial tensions to the surface. 
Following unrest last year when people 
took to the streets in protest, North 
Korea moved to condemn the United 
States’ human rights record.

In a story entitled “US urged to mind 
its own business” published in The 
Pyongyang Times on Juche 103, 2014 
(Saturday, August 30), DPRK Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson described the 
US as “a gloomy society where people 
are subjected to discrimination and 
contempt for no other reason than their 
races and skin colour and are in constant 
fear of being shot to death”.

It continued: “Styling itself 
‘international human rights judge’, the 
US has annually graded ‘human rights 
situations’ in other countries. But this 
time it has become the butt of ridicule 
and criticism from the international 
community. Instead of fi nding a solution 
in the clampdown on the protestors, the 
US should refl ect on its true colours as a 
human rights desert and have a correct 
understanding of genuine human rights 
and true protection for them.”

And, while North Korea’s own 
“human rights situation” is apparently 
not that peachy, it does raise a valid point 
about pots calling kettles – y’know – 
black.

In the March 12 edition of The Global 
New Light of Myanmar, Information 
Minister U Ye Htut made a similar point 
about the scenes that played out on 
Tuesday in Letpadan, when the police 
went whack-a-mole with their batons 
on students and media alike, which he 
described as “a sorrowful incident”.

“When [Occupy] demonstrators on 
Wall Street were removed by police, 
or when protesters in Ferguson were 
dispersed with the use of tanks, 
nobody spoke of US democracy having 
backtracked,” he said. While he obviously 
isn’t a regular reader of The Pyongyang 
Times, U Ye Htut raises a valid point. If 
Myanmar were to, say, hike the price for 
a journalist visa to US$8000 there would 
be a major outcry – but that’s what has 
happened for Australia’s detention centre 
on Nauru. Similarly, Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott said Australians were “sick of 
being lectured to by the United Nations” 
after a report found the country’s 
treatment of asylum seekers breaches 

an international anti-torture convention.
U Ye Htut invoked the Gitmo defence 

in February last year, pointing to the US 
rejection of calls from civil society and 
various foreign governments to allow an 
independent investigation into alleged 
abuses at the detention facility in order to 
fend off criticisms about the impartiality 
of the Human Rights Commission’s 
probe into whatever it was that did or 
didn’t happen in Du Chee Yar Tan.

President U Thein Sein has signed an 
order for a commission of inquiry into the 
“dispersal of protesters” at City Hall on 
March 5, with fi ndings to be delivered by 
the month’s end.

So far various offi cials have come 
forward saying that police showed 
restraint which, arguably they did – until 
they didn’t. U Ye Htut took to Facebook 
earlier in the week to declare that 16 
police were injured at Letpadan (just how 
is not yet entirely clear), and apparently 
just eight students.

The EU has copped a lot of fl ak 
from civil society and protesters for 
its police training program, to which 
it has reemphasised its commitment, 
saying the events of the last week have 
highlighted the need for “more training, 
not less”. And that’s commendable 
– although the use of plainclothes 
thugs who are playing by a completely 
different set of rules and answering to 
who-even-knows probably ought to give 
pause. There’ll also be the matter of 
establishing what the orders were that 
saw police go from “human chain” to 
“indiscriminate clubbing”.

There are things that can be done 
on both sides to avoid fl are-ups. For 
example, the authorities could try not 
barricading protesters in a monastery, 
allowing things to get to such a point that 
they try to force their way out. 

When you fi nd yourself saying things 
like “well, at least no one was shot”, it’s 
time to raise the bar.

Merchandise corner
Do you wish that, as a diplomat, there 
was a way you could show the world 
that you’re deeply concerned about 
something, without having to issue 
time-consuming statements whenever 
a human rights abuse is committed? 
Or just generally, do you sometimes 
worry that the world’s going to hell in 
a handcart and the decline of human 
civilization as we know is imminent, 
much closer than most people realise, 
and it will all be our own doing? Do you 
ever get accused of being inconsiderate 
in your personal life? Are you just a 
generally anxious person? Whatever the 
case, Yangon-based social enterprise 
startup Page 2 Solutions has just the 
product for you. Our #deeplyconcerned 
t-shirts are now available in a range of 
colours and sizes, and are produced 
in a very nice factory from organic, 
gluten-free, single-source cotton. We 
already have some satisfi ed customers. 
“I’ll wear this every day – to be honest, 
it will probably save me a lot of time,” 
said Human Rights Watch’s David Scott 
Mathieson.

A portion of profi ts will go toward 
our nascent training program, building 
capacity for vigilante forces in conducting 
non-violent citizen’s arrests. Stay tuned 
for information about our #ruleofl aw 
sweatbands, so you can exercise in style. 

In brief
“What’s best for us” billboard for 
Lactacyl intimate whitening product 
on Sule Pagoda Rd in trouble with 
community advertising standards 
board, which has questioned 
whether or not bleaching one’s 
junk is indeed the “natural way” to 
achieving “fairness and confi dence”

Update: Former Aryan child 
model and the face of condensed 

milk brand known only as “My 
Boy” denied bail following Pattaya 
barfi ght

Man and woman hastily 
abandon Tinder chat session as 
they realise they’re both using Wi-Fi 
in the Shangri-La lobby and had 
already dismissed one another as 
unattractive

Next week
“Convenience store baked goods will 
outlive us all,” declares Food and Drug 
Administration in new speculative post-
apocalyptic report entitled “Who’s eating 
those cheese sandwiches now?”

Bus driver admits he compiled the 
overnight journey playlist with “mostly 
revenge” in mind

THE INSIDER: Felicitations to Lithuania on the anniversary of its independence

Record magazine, August 1990

‘Caption this’ contest: Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing at the opening of the 
Ahlone Port facility Photo: GNLM

Once was Burma ...
Archival material courtesy of 
Pansodan Gallery
First fl oor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township

Page 2
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Activists and celebrities gather 
to denounce police crackdown

ACTIVISTS and celebrities packed a 
Yangon hall of the Free Funeral Ser-
vice Society yesterday to denounce 
police violence against students and 
other protesters in Letpadan and to 
demand their release from prison.

The gathering brought together 
several hundred politicians, students, 
education experts, lawyers, authors, 
fi lm stars and singers, among others.

U Kyaw Thu, chair of the FFSS, 
whose ambulance workers were 
among those attacked by police in 
Letpadan on March 10, said the gov-
ernment should release the protesters 
and their supporters. He denounced 
the violence as damaging to the image 
of the country.

“If the government has been elect-
ed by the people, they don’t need to 
crack down on the student protesters. 
The government should not say that 
they are the government of the Myan-
mar people,” he said.

Adding to the growing outcry 
against the police violence and ar-
rests of 127 people, the All Burma 
Federation of Student’s Union an-
nounced yesterday that they would 
not part in talks with parliament on 
draft amendments to the National 
Education Law unless all the protest-
ers were released.

The statement indicated a split 
within the student movement, after the 

Action Committee for Democratic Ed-
ucation said a day after the crackdown 
that it would attend a meeting with 
lawmakers in Nay Pyi Taw scheduled 
for March 16.

The students, who are campaign-
ing against a law that they say gives 
the central government too much 
control over education, also received a 
message of support from one of Myan-
mar’s most venerated monks.  

Sayardaw Ashin Sandadika said 
in a message that just as those who 
leave their religious order to be a lay-
man never forget habits practised in 
religious life, the government that 
changes into a civilian government 
from dictatorship does not forget its 
past behaviour.

“This was proved clearly in the vio-
lent crackdown at Letpadan. Brutally 
beating students who are peacefully 

protesting reveals the true colours of 
dictators. Students are proudly win-
ners in this game,” said Ashin San-
dadika, a widely respected monk who 
has intervened to cool inter-religious 
tensions in the past.

Monks were among those beaten 
by police at Letpadan. O�  cials said 
10 monks were detained and later re-
leased after they promised to stay out 
of party politics and away from stu-
dent protests.

Min Ko Naing, leader of the 88 
Generation student group, said the 
people needed to unite. “We don’t be-
lieve in the government … We need 
to unite in 2015. I think we may face 
many di�  culties,” he said.

U Thein Lwin, a member of 
the Nation Network for Education 
Reform, which has held consulta-
tions with the government over 
changes to the National Education 
Law, promised to help the students 
make the education system more 
democratic. 

U Thein Lwin, who was contro-
versially removed from the opposi-
tion National League for Democracy’s 
central executive committee for his 
role in the NNER, denounced the vio-
lence and called for the release of all 
detainees. 

Daw Nyo Nyo Thin, also a member 
of the NNER, said the government 
should apologise to the students and 
take action against police who had 
beaten them.

YE MON
yeemontun2013@gmail.com

Prominent monk joins call for the unconditional release of demonstrators

‘If the government 
has been elected by 
the people, they don’t 
need to crack down 
on the protesters.’

U Kyaw Thu
Free Funeral Service Society

88 Generation leader Min Ko Naing speaks at the Free Funeral Service Society in Yangon yesterday. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Govt frees 
first batch 
of students

JUST under half of the student dem-
onstrators arrested on March 10 at 
Letpadan have been green-lighted 
for release, the government said, as 
calls grew yesterday for the release of 
all of those detained.

The government said it would re-
lease from Tharyarwady Prison only 
those who could prove they are “real” 
students. 

Of the 127 people detained at 
Letpadan, only 65 were students, ac-
cording to the government. The 62 
non-students include activists, fam-
ily members and other supporters of 
the students’ demand to amend the 
new education law, as well as some 
residents of Letpadan.

Police Lieutenant Zaw Min Oo of 
Tharyarwady district in Bago Region 
said that authorities released 17 of 
the students without charge yester-
day, and that 10 more would be re-
leased when their parents arrived to 
collect them.

The release came a day after those 
detained at Letpadan on March 10 
appeared in Letpadan Township 
Court, where they were told they 
could face charges under fi ve di� er-
ent sections of the penal code. They 
face up to nine-and-a-half-years in 
prison if charged and convicted. 

U  Nay Win, the father of student 
leader Ma Phyo Phyo Aung, said the 
government’s distinction between 
students and non-students was un-
necessary and called for all demon-
strators to be freed immediately.

“Some of those arrested were not 

involved in the protesting, and oth-
ers were helping take care of stu-
dents,” he said.

His daughter took part in the 
September 2007 protests and sub-
sequently received a four-year sen-
tence, which ended with a presiden-
tial pardon in 2011. After her release 
she was refused permission to re-
enrol at university so will have di�  -
culty proving she is a “real” student, 
he said.

U Mya Aye, one of the leaders of 
88 Generation, also urged the gov-
ernment to drop the arbitrary dis-
tinction between demonstrators. 

“The government should stop 
making poor decisions that degrade 
[the country’s] international image,” 
he said, adding that the government 
should release the protesters and 
pursue charges against police for vio-
lating the law.

Some relatives of students who 
remain in jail said they are having 
di�  culty drumming up the neces-
sary proof to show they are “real” 
students. 

The father of Mg Myat Min Maw, 
22, said his son’s activism in recent 
months meant he failed his classes. 
As a result, his teachers are loathe to 
provide recommendations confi rm-
ing his enrolment in university. 

Even if recommendations or doc-
uments are furnished, parents said 
they have been given no promises 
that their children will be released. 

“I asked the authorities, ‘If I can 
prove my son is a student will they 
release him immediately?’ But the 
authorities didn’t make any guaran-
tees,” said Daw Lae Lae Moe, the par-
ent of a student protester from Nat-
talin township in Bago Region.

“The government is making un-
fair demands and is violating human 
rights,” she said.

WA LONE

walone14@gmail.com

Resorting to violence and repeat-
ing past mistakes will not help us 
achieve our national goals. 

The long-established principle 
of dealing with a crowd or dem-
onstration is the use of minimum 
force. The principle appears to be 
missing in police training. The 
presence of vigilante groups at 
these events must also be stopped.

The ordinary policemen who 
beat protesters, residents and 
journalists, kicked in the doors of 
an ambulance, and infl icted other 

damage at Letpadan may not have 
considered the impact of their 
thoughtless actions. However, the 
decision-makers should be aware of 
the possible consequences.

The Myanmar people seem to be 
having second thoughts about the 
direction of the country. Some ques-
tion the irrevocability of the reforms, 
fearing the process might be moving 
backward. But one brilliant cartoon-
ist, a Harvard graduate and an engi-
neer, expressed his doubts about the 
transition thus: Rather than going 
forward or back, are we simply mov-
ing in a circle – a vicious one?

CONTINUED FROM NEWS 1
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Six-way talks likely next week

THE six-way talks called for by par-
liament to discuss a range of promi-
nent issues, including constitutional 
reform, will probably be held next 
week, MPs believe. Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann 
alerted representatives of 19 parties on 
March 11 that the talks, demanded by 
the hluttaw last November, were now  
imminent.

The participants would be Presi-
dent U Thein Sein, military Com-
mander-in-Chief Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing, Amyotha Hluttaw and 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speakers U Khin 

Aung Myint and Thura U Shwe Mann, 
opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, and a representative of the ethnic 
parties, U Aye Maung of the Rakhine 

National Party.
U Aye Maung said yesterday it was 

time for the leaders to get together be-
cause the constitutional amendment 
bill would be discussed in parliament 
next week. “The speaker told us not to 
go anywhere,” he said.

Despite pressure from MPs for 
more clarity and decisiveness over 
the vital issues surround the constitu-
tional reform movement, neither the 
president nor the commander-in-chief 
has seemed eager to take part in dis-
cussions with a limited membership.

Though such high-level meetings 
have been held, none has yielded con-
crete results.

Thura U Shwe Mann’s intervention 

came after a March 2 meeting between 
the president and Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, which was said to concern the 
constitution and the general election 
scheduled for November.

Daw Nan Khin Htwe Myint, an 
NLD central executive committee 
member, said Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
had asked the president to arrange the 
six-party talks, a request to which he 
has apparently acceded.

U Sai Boe Aung, Pyithu Hluttaw 
representative for the Shan Nationali-
ties Democracy Party, said the meeting 
would be very helpful in advancing 
constitutional reform. “We hope the 
parliament can take action very soon 
after the meeting,” he said.

Ei Ei Toe Lwin 
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

‘We hope the 
parliament can take 
action very soon 
after the meeting.’

Sai Boe Aung 
Pyithu Hluttaw representative

Swan Ar Shin accused of beating journalist

A REPORTER from Popular News 
Daily sought an interview but instead 
wound up with a beating this week 
when he contacted a member of the 
paramilitary organisation Swan Ar 
Shin, according to an editor.

A junior reporter from the daily, 
Ko Aung Zaw Htoo, called a contact 
at the notorious Swan Ar Shin after 
plain-clothed vigilantes helped police 
disperse a student protest outside City 
Hall on March 5. Ko Aung Zaw Htoo, 
who had been working for the daily 
for 18 months, requested an interview 
about the clashes, said U Phoe Naing 
Lin, editorial and technical director at 
Asian Fame Media Group, which runs 
the daily.

On March 10, the reporter went to 

Hlaing Tharyar township for the inter-
view and was met by three members 
of the group, U Phoe Naing Lin said. 

The reporter asked to conduct the 
interview in a teashop but the men 
instead ushered the journalist into a 
private residence. 

At the house, one of them allegedly 
hit the reporter’s head and neck while 
the others searched his backpack, re-
moving his mobile phone and voice re-
corder. After deleting some messages, 
they returned the phone but kept the 
recorder, according to the newspaper’s 
account. 

U Phoe Naing Lin said that the 
Swan Ar Shin members told Ko Aung 
Zaw Htoo, “All you [journalists] are 
troublemakers, not collaborators. How 
can we believe you?” 

The reporter was released, and the 
following day filed a complaint with 

police in Hlaing Tharyar.
The station could not be reached 

for comment yesterday. 
The beating of the reporter comes 

amid a wave of recent violence against 
journalists.

A photojournalist and four report-
ers from 7Day Daily were detained 
by police while covering the Shwe Pyi 
Thar Industrial Zone workers’ strike 
on March 4, but were released a few 
hours later.

During the crackdown on student 
protesters at Letpadan on March 
10, The Myanmar Times saw sev-
eral journalists beaten by police. 
A reporter from the Union Daily, 
U Maung Maung Myo, was given a 
thrashing by five police while he 
attempted to move away from the 
clashes. The Union Daily reporter 
was detained and later released, but 

a reporter from the Myanmar Post 
weekly journal, U Nyan Linn Tun, re-
mains jailed at Tharyarwady.

On March 10, the Myanmar Press 
Council (Interim) issued a statement 
condemning the attacks on journalists 
as a violation of the constitution and 
the News Media Law. 

The council said the journalists 
were reporting on, not participating in, 
the demonstration and called for the 
immediate release of those detained.

“[The police] are now targeting 
journalists because they don’t want 
the journalists to make the crack-
downs public,” U Sithu Aung Myint, 
a columnist and freelance journalist 
told The Myanmar Times yesterday.

“Now, all media groups and agen-
cies need to protect and treasure their 
journalists more than ever.” 

– Additional reporting by Ye Mon

Mratt Kyaw Thu
mrattkthu@gmail.com

A participant adds the finishing touches to a creation at an 
international food and beverage exhibition at the Myanmar 
Convention Centre in Yangon on March 12. The exhibition runs 
until March 14 and brings together almost 100 brands and 
companies from Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and 
Germany, as well as Myanmar. – Ei Ei Thu

IN PICTUREs
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Livelihoods 
fund gets its 
first private 
sector donor
JAPANESE firm Mitsubishi Corpora-
tion has become the first private sec-
tor donor to a major multi-donor trust 
fund aimed at improving food security 
and livelihoods in rural areas. Mitsubi-
shi signed an agreement with the Unit-
ed Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS) to contribute US$200,000 
to the Livelihoods and Food Security 
Trust Fund (LIFT) yesterday.

“Despite good progress poverty and 
food security continue to be major 
challenges in Myanmar,” UNOPS ex-
ecutive director Grete Faremo said in 
a statement. “One in four people live 
below the national poverty line. The 
challenge is immense.”

The agreement was signed by Ms 
Faremo and Mitsubishi executive vice 
president Yasuhito Hirota in Tokyo.

LIFT was set up in 2009 and has to 
date reached 3 million people, or about 
5 percent of Myanmar’s population. 
Funded by the European Union and 11 
governments, donors have so far com-
mitted US$205 million to LIFT.

LIFT fund director Andrew Kirk-
wood said that Mitsubishi, like all other 
donors, would contribute to a pooled 
fund rather than specific projects.

He said Mitsubishi initially ap-
proached LIFT to fund specific pro-
jects but after learning how the fund 
operates elected to join as a donor.

“LIFT is talking to the private sec-
tor about partnerships of different 
kinds relating to food security and 
livelihoods.  We would also welcome 
other contributions,” he said. 

– Thomas Kean

Meeting between political leaders will precede debate on a constitution amendment bill, according to MPs
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Charges upgraded against 
Chinese arrested for logging

POLICE in Kachin State have tight-
ened the screw on scores of Chinese 
citizens arrested last month in con-
nection with illegal logging. They say 
they will charge the suspects under a 
law that carries penalties of up to 10 
years in prison.

In January, Tatmadaw troops an-
nounced the capture of nearly 150 peo-
ple, mostly Chinese citizens, in Waing-
maw township, Kachin State. The 
army also seized 240 logs, a total of 
455 vehicles, nine motorcycles, meth-
amphetamines, opium and 12,000 
yuan (US$1920), as well a document 
apparently issued by the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army that appeared to per-
mit logging activities. The Tatmadaw 
says the operation is designed to cut 
off  armed ethnic groups’ access to 
natural resources, which are illegally 
exported in order to raise money for 

arms purchases.
The KIA has denied authorising il-

legal logging.
The Chinese people arrested were 

initially charged under immigration 
laws, as well as under section 6 of 
the Public Property Protection Act. 
Following an initial hearing, the men 
have now been detained in Myikyina 
prison, Police Captain Tun Lwin, head 
of the Waingmaw police, told The My-
anmar Times yesterday.

The original charges could have 
resulted, in the event of a conviction, 
of sentences of up to seven years’ im-
prisonment. However, the police have 
now requested the Ministry of Home 

Aff airs for permission to fi le charges 
under section 3 of the Public Property 
Protection Act, which carries a poten-
tial 10-year penalty, said Pol Cap Tun 
Lwin.

Despite a government decision to 
suspend timber exports in April last 
year, timber smuggling has fl ourished 
against a background of instability in 
the state arising from sporadic armed 
clashes between the Tatmadaw and 
the KIA.

Forestry offi  cials said they would 
prosecute both Myanmar nation-
als and foreigners engaged in timber 
smuggling. “We have been instructed 
to take action strictly against those 
who are trying to extract our natural 
recourses by illegal means,” said For-
est Department director U Pyaw Sone 
Myo..

The Chinese embassy said it has 
been in close contact with the govern-
ment concerning its citizens arrested 
in Kachin State. “The embassy has 
provided consular protection for these 
Chinese citizens,” said Pan Xuesong, 
spokesperson and chief of information 
and public aff airs at the embassy.

Forestry department statistics 

show the government seized more 
than 140,000 tonnes of illegal timber 
and arrested 23,175 Myanmar nation-
als and 134 Chinese citizens between 
2011 and November 2014.

The Tatmadaw said yesterday it 
planned to continue its operation 
against the illegal timber trade in 
northern Myanmar. An article in the 
army-run Myawady newspaper and 
other state media outlets yesterday 
blamed armed ethnic groups for the 
problem, and accused them of cutting 
and exporting timber illegally to raise 
money for arms procurement.

The article said two Chinese citi-
zens had been arrested as a result 
of raids in Kachin and Shan states 
conducted between February 15 and 
March 10, with 3228 logs and 48 vehi-
cles also seized. “Ethnic armed groups 
in these areas are exporting this tim-
ber to get money in order to buy weap-
ons with the intention of destroying 
the stability of the state,” the report 
said. “Therefore, Tatmadaw troops 
have been continuing to clear the 
territory in order to protect national 
resources from going to neighboring 
countries.”

Electrical fault blamed 
for fi re in downtown

A FIRE at an electronics retail outlet 
in downtown Yangon was caused by 
an electrical problem in the roof of 
the shop, according to police.

Five refrigerators were damaged 
in the March 11 blaze at the show-
room on the middle block of Pan-
sodan Street, along with K150,000, 
police said.

Police Major Yu Naing said 20 
trucks attended the blaze and no in-
juries were reported.

The fi re was reported by Ko Kyaw 
Thu, who described seeing smoke 
coming from the shop shortly after 
he had dropped his children at a 
nearby school.

“I saw three staff  from the shop 
out the front. They were calling for 
help” to put out the fi re, he said. 

– Translation by Khant Lin Oo

ministry lending tops K218b
Microfi nance loans handed out by the 
Ministry of Cooperatives over the past 
13 months amount to more than K218 
billion (US$210.7 million), cooperatives 
minister U Kyaw San told a workshop 
on March 11.

He said the program was set to 
expand on the basis of a projected 
increase in savings, as current savings 
account for more than K87 billion of the 
loans made so far, as of February 20.

The ministry lends K100,000 per 
household at a monthly interest rate of 
1.5 percent, which brings in more than 
K4 billion a month in interest pay-
ments, the minister said.

The ministry expects this year to be 
able to raise its borrowing to as much 
as K500,000 per household thanks to 
loans from China totalling hundreds 
of millions of US dollars. – Pyae Thet 
Phyo, translation by Thiri Min Htun
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Firemen attend the blaze on Pansodan Street on March 11. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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hluttaw approves $40m loan
Parliament on March 11 overwhelm-
ingly voted to accept a 246 million yuan 
(US$40 million) loan from China to 
buy vehicles and boats for the police. 
Brigadier General Kyaw Zan Myint, 
deputy home affairs minister, told 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw that the police had 
fewer than 3000 vehicles instead of the 
nearly 10,000 they needed - a shortfall 
of nearly 70 percent. The new loan 
would pay for 790 vehicles and eight 
boats, to be put out to tender.

The loan contract with China’s Exim 
Bank would allow the government 
to buy any brand of vehicles and ma-
chinery on the tender system, without 
limiting purchases to Chinese-made 
goods, Union minister U Kan Zaw said.

But Daw Khin San Hlaing and U 
Myint Oo from the National League for 
Democracy opposed the loan, fear-
ing that the high interest rate would 
deepen the government’s debt.

“I don’t understand why the govern-
ment has to borrow more after selling 
the country’s precious resources so 
cheaply,” said U Myint Oo, representing 
Thanatpin in Bago Region.

Daw Khin San Hlaing, the MP for 
Pale township in Sagaing Region, said 
the government was misleading parlia-
ment on the interest rate, as there are 
also annual fees of 0.8pc. The loan was 
approved by 397 votes to 51. – Htoo 
Thant, translation by Thiri Min Htun

Tatmadaw to continue operation against illegal logging, which it says is funding arms purchases by ethnic groups

3228
Timber logs seized by the Tatmadaw 
in Kachin and Shan states between 

February 15 and March 10
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Fears for future of Ngapali Beach as  
authorities permit sand excavation

HOTELIERS at Ngapali in southern 
Rakhine State have warned that beach-
es in the area could be irrevocably dam-
aged unless the authorities stop allow-
ing sand to be taken for construction 
projects.

Local authorities have formally al-
lowed construction firms to take sand 
from three beaches in the area, in ap-
parent violation of the Ministry of Ho-
tels and Tourism’s Directives for Coast-
al Beach Areas.

Photos provided to The Myanmar 
Times in recent weeks, including on 
March 11, show privately owned trucks 
taking sand from several beaches at 
Ngapali. Hoteliers in the area said sand 
is being taken both day and night.

Oliver E Soe Thet from Laguna 
Lodge described the problem as a 
“grave disaster in the making” that was 
already annoying tourists.

“It will affect the beauty of the 
beach and destroy the whole ecosystem 
forever,” said Mr E Soe Thet, who is also 
a former adviser to the government on 
environmental issues in coastal Rakh-
ine State.

“The trucks are also going on the 
beach very close to tourists on their 
sunbeds and honking their horns … It 
is just to make some quick money and 
short-sighted.”

Another hotelier whose property is 
close to where sand is being taken said 
the beach had been “clearly eroded”. 
Recently eight trucks have been taking 
up to a total of 50 truckloads a day from 
this single beach, said the hotelier, who 
asked not to be named for fear of retri-
bution from local authorities.

“Sometimes it stops and you think, 
thank goodness. But then it starts 
again. Wait until the rainy season when 
there is nobody here to witness it – it 
will really take off, even on the main 

Ngapali beach,” said the hotelier.
“Certainly there is less sand. As a 

result the sea is coming in much more 
– even some of the coconut trees have 
fallen down. I’m not an environmental 
expert, I just manage a hotel, so I can’t 
say how long it will be until there is no 
beach left.

“But Ngapali will not be Ngapali if it 
continues. A lot of investment has been 
put into hotels here but it’s just such a 
pity to spoil the environment.”

The hotelier said the sand was being 
sold for K60,000 a truckload for use in 
local construction projects, while local 
labourers are getting K5000 a day to fill 
the trucks with sand.

This makes it cheaper than darker 
sand taken from Thandwe River, which 
is sold by the government.

The taking of sand from the beach 
is not a new issue. In December 2013, 
The Myanmar Times reported that the 
Rakhine State government had issued 
a stern warning to Max Myanmar for 
allegedly pumping sand from Ngapali 
beach for use in construction. The com-
pany was eventually cleared of wrong-
doing. 

Photos published by The Myanmar 
Times at the time clearly showed sand 
being taken illegally from the beach, al-
though it was not clear who owned the 
trucks. Some resorts have taken sand 
to backfill concrete beachfront walls 
or to build up low-lying areas of hotel 
compounds, while it has also been used 
on local construction sites, despite sea 
sand generally not being suitable for 
use in reinforced concrete structures 

because of its high chloride content.
Thandwe township administrator U 

Than Zaw Han said the authorities had 
granted permission to construction 
firms to take sand from three beaches 
in the area: Zeephyukone, Got and 
Linntha.

“The Rakhine State government 
gave permission to [use sand from 
these beaches] for regional develop-
ment, such as construction projects,” 
he told The Myanmar Times.

On the apparent conflict with the 
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism di-
rective, he said that the constitution 
grants the regional government the 
right to issue orders related to regional 
development.

The Department of Water Resourc-
es and Department of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry inspected 
the sites to ensure the environmental 
impact of taking the sand is minimised, 
he added.

Meanwhile, a “Ngapali Beach Con-
servation Committee”, of which U 
Than Zaw Han is a member, has been 
“watching out for the digging of sand 

in unpermitted places”. 
Introduced in 2004 to manage de-

velopment at Myanmar’s beach resorts 
in line with the Myanmar Hotels and 
Tourism Law, the Directives for Coastal 
Beach Areas explicitly forbid the “dig-
ging of beach sand”.

A Thandwe-based Ministry of Ho-
tels and Tourism official confirmed that 
the ministry had prohibited the taking 
of sand from the beach, but said it only 
applied to hotels and guesthouses.

“We had forbidden digging sand … 
in the beach areas because it could be 
destroying the beauty of nature and en-
vironment,” U Win Maung Maung said 
on March 11.

“We can control tourism-related de-
velopment, such as limiting the height 
of hotels and keeping the beach clean. 
But this case [taking sand] depends on 
the respective authorities,” he said.

He added that the three sites had 
been chosen to keep the impact on 
the environment to a minimum, after 
consulting with “the respective profes-
sional experts”. 

One hotelier on the main Ngapali 
beach said he was unconcerned about 
the impact.

“They allowed the digging of sand 
for use in the construction of roads, 
bridges, clinics, hospitals and schools 
at villages, not for commercial use,” 
said U Phoe Yee Aung from Memento 
Hotel. “But we need to make sure that 
we maintain these resources because 
that is why tourists visit in the first 
place.” 

Mr E Soe Thet said there were other 
sources of sand in the area that could 
be used to supply construction projects.

“Linthar beach is very narrow and 
flat so it is worse to take sand from 
there than other areas. Very quickly 
there will only be rock left,” he said. “It 
would not harm anyone if the sand was 
taken from north of Thandwe River, as 
well as south of the Salone villages. The 
government should do a proper envi-
ronmental impact assessment.”

Aung Shin
Thomas Kean
Ei Ei Thu
newsroom@mmtimes.com

Sand is loaded on a truck at Ngapali on January 20 (top, bottom right) and March 11 (top right). Photos: Supplied
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‘Wait until the rainy 
season when there 
nobody here to 
witness it – it will 
really take off, even 
on the main beach.’

Hotelier at Ngapali









News 11www.mmtimes.com

Ministry clears 
four people of 
bird flu virus

FOUR people with fl u symptoms have 
tested negative for the bird fl u virus 
H5N1, the health ministry confi rmed 
yesterday. Dr Nyan Win Myint, deputy 
director-general (disease control), told 
The Myanmar Times that the National 
Health Laboratory in Yangon had 
found no trace of the virus in the four, 
who work at the Monywa Fowl and 
Quail Livestock Special Zone.

Hundreds of thousands of birds 
have been destroyed since the out-
break was fi rst reported, and chicken 
and egg prices have dropped as con-
sumers avoid bird products.

“All these people tested negative for 
H5N1 virus, but the health department 
is still on the alert,” he said, adding the 
alert status would be maintained until 
March 15.

Veterinarians have conducted 
training on bio-security measures for 
poultry farmers and chicken vendors 
in Myanaung.

A spokesperson for the Livestock 
Breeding and Veterinary Department 
said culling had been completed last 

week, but the sale and export of chick-
ens was still being controlled.

“The Ministry of Livestock Breed-
ing and the Veterinary Department 
have deployed to monitor bird fl u in 
the poultry markets and the border 
area,” she added.

Dr Ko Ko Gyi, a spokesperson for 
the Myanmar Veterinary Association, 
said the bird fl u virus came from im-
ported birds and eggs from China, Ma-
laysia or Thailand.

Warning that the virus could be 
transmitted to humans through chick-
en waste and dust, he said the virus 
could not survive in food that was 
cooked for more than 30 minutes. 
However, consumers should avoid 
roast chicken, and should clean veg-
etables carefully if bought from a mar-
ket selling bird products.

SHWE 
YEE SAW 

MYINT
poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com

‘The health 
department is 
still on alert.’

Dr Nyan Win Myint
Ministry of Health

Students stand outside Basic Education High School 6 
Botahtaung on Anawrahta Road after completing one 
of their matriculation exams on March 11. The exams 
run through to March 20.
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Business

MYANMAR has embarked on an un-
precedented campaign of land and 
forest clearance driven by concessions 
for large-scale, private agribusiness 
projects, mostly in contested border 
territories close to China and Thai-
land, according to a report released 
yesterday.

Forest Trends, a Washington-based 
non-profi t organisation, said its two-
year study revealed that the govern-
ment had allocated at least 5.2 million 
acres and identifi ed another 11 million 
acres of some of Southeast Asia’s last 
remaining “bio-diversity rich high 
value forests” as suitable for clear-
cutting, although the agribusiness 
projects often never materialised after 
the timber was removed.

“Many of these forest areas over-
lap with historical land claims made 
by Myanmar’s ethnic minority groups 
who could permanently lose their 
land, further enfl aming decades-old 
armed confl icts with the national gov-
ernment,” the report said. 

“As local communities lose land, 
wildlife habitat is destroyed and car-
bon emissions increase, while elite 
businessmen with strong connections 
to military-state o�  cials profi t.”

Two case studies focused on Kachin 
State bordering China, where forests 
are making way for rubber and biofuel 
plantations, and Tanintharyi Region 
near Thailand, where biodiverse for-
ests are being cleared for oil-palm and 
rubber. Military-backed “crony” busi-
nesses that acquired the concessions 
are named, while in Kachin State, 
paramilitary and non-state groups 
and Chinese enterprises have also 
benefi ted.

The two regions account for nearly 
3.3 million acres, or 60 percent, of My-
anmar’s total concession area. But as 
of 2013 agricultural crops were plant-
ed in only 15pc of the area, the lowest 
rate in the country.

Forest Trends said the 170pc in-
crease in the amount of land slated for 
agribusiness – much of it under forest 
cover – since president U Thein Sein’s 
government took over in 2011 contra-
dicted o�  cial statements purporting 

to protect remaining forests and land 
rights.

“As Myanmar opens to global mar-
kets and concessions for global food 
production are on the rise, agribusi-
ness has become the primary driver 
of deforestation in Myanmar,” said 
Michael Jenkins, Forest Trends presi-
dent.

“Claims that agribusiness ventures 
bring employment and economic de-
velopment to local communities are 
left as hollow promises when villagers’ 
farming fi elds and forests are confi s-
cated. Seventy-fi ve percent of these 
cleared lands – nearly 4 million acres 
– are still not planted, and concessions 
do not follow any kind of regulation to 
protect the environment or local com-
munities from negative impact,” said 
report author Kevin Woods.

Forest Trends said timber clear-cut 
from concessions was fuelling exports 
of wood products that jumped from 
US$1 billion to about $1.6 billion be-
tween 2011 and 2013. 

Timber producers and traders are 
gearing up to export high-value tim-
ber, such as Myanmar teak, to Euro-
pean and North American markets 
following the lifting of Western sanc-
tions. Forest Trends notes that these 
markets are governed by legislation 

prohibiting the import of wood prod-
ucts that are illegally harvested and 
traded, but that “the legality of timber 
harvested from the cleared lands is 
questionable and di�  cult to verify”.

Forest Trends said in total that 
Myanmar was losing more than 1.15 
million acres of forests a year, some 

of them the region’s last remaining 
sub-tropical high conservation value 
forests. 

“Farmer-led protests – many of 
which are violent – are growing in 
number and strength across the coun-
try, challenging the new government’s 

political legitimacy and more liberal 
economic model of development. 
Thousands of past and recent land 
concessions are now being challenged 
by forcibly evicted communities across 
the country,” the report said.

“Local [Kachin] populations who 
have been forcibly displaced from 
their upland swidden agro-forestry 
lands for the Chinese agricultural 
estates are further contributing to 
poverty, drugs production and trade, 
and social and political confl ict,” the 
report said, noting that the larg-
est agribusiness concession, Yuzana 
Company, was located in and along 
the world’s largest tiger reserve in 
western Kachin State.

Palm concessions in Tanintharyi 
Region were owned by about 40 My-
anmar businesses with strong ties 
to political and military leaders, the 
Ministry of Industry, and Myanmar 
Economic Holdings Ltd, a military 
conglomerate, the report said. Many 
are on lands formerly inhabited by 
ethnic Lauom populations who were 
forcibly evicted.

The growth of agribusiness has 
led to an institutional conflict be-
tween the Ministry of Environmen-
tal Conservation and Forestry and 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Irrigation as they compete for dif-
ferent uses of forestlands, with the 
latter rising in prestige and power 
in its push for industrial agricul-
tural expansion, the report said.

U Tin Ko Ko, an environmental 
activist and member of the Extrac-
tive Industries Transparency Initia-
tive, told The Myanmar Times that 
deforestation in Tanintharyi – desig-
nated a global biodiversity hotspot – 
was spreading.

“You might see green on the 
mountain, but almost all old trees 
have gone,” he said. Agribusiness con-
cessions had also been given to three 
companies from China, Malaysia and 
Thailand, he said.

But U Aung Min Thu, manager of 
Myanmar Stark Prestige Plantation, 
said that they had no permission for 
logging, only for growing oil-palm. 
But he said the companies had cut 
trees for workers’ houses and to clear 
land for planting. The government 
had given a concession for 40,000 
acres of which 25,000 would be plant-
ed, he said. 

As The Myanmar Times reported 
earlier this month, locals have com-
plained that they had received no 
compensation for their lands that 
had become part of the plantation. 

Vast agribusiness concessions mask 
unprecedented deforestation: report

GUY DINMORE WA LONE

Deforestation marks a hill in 
Tanintharyi Region. Photo: Wa Lone

‘Farmer-led protests 
– many of which 
are violent – are 
growing in number 
and strength across 
the country.’

Forest Trends report
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Exchange Rates (March 12 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1089
K307
K763

K31
K1063

K1107
K308
K770

K32
K1068

Bringing Yangon’s 
middle-class housing 
up to scratch

US inequality debate 
turns to the decline of 
America’s unions

BUSINESS 17 BUSINESS 18

THE reserve requirement rate is set 
to change in the 2015-16 fiscal year, 
though commercial banks are con-
cerned about how it will play out.

The current reserve ratio – the 
percentage of a bank’s deposits that 
it must hold on to and not lend out 
– is 10 percent. The reserve ratio 
for April 1 is slated to be changed 
5pc – though it comes with strings 
attached.

Of the current 10pc require-
ment, 25pc can be kept in cash at 
hand and the remaining 75pc must 
be deposited at the Central Bank of 
Myanmar – though that 75pc can be 
stored in bonds.

However, the entire 5pc new re-
serve requirement must be stored 
at the Central Bank and cannot be 
kept in bonds, in keeping with ad-
vice from international experts, ac-
cording to banking insiders.

CB Bank managing director U Pe 
Myint said the period from April to 
June will be a trial, and banks will 
be punished if they do not follow 
the rule.

“We hear this is common prac-
tice in the ASEAN community, but 
banks can have difficulty following 
it,” he said.

One complaint from banks is 
that the reserve requirement can-
not be stored in bonds. Myanmar 
has recently re-started its bond 
buying program, though only about 
50pc of its issues have sold so far.

Kanbawza Bank vice president 
U Than Lwin said banks would be 
more interested in buying bonds if 
they could use them to meet their 
reserve requirements. 

Money from the reserve require-
ment is also money that cannot be 
lent out, meaning banks cannot 
make profit on it. 

Deposit accounts must receive a 
minimum 8pc annual interest pay-
ment regardless as to whether the 
money is used for loans or sits idle 
due to the reserve requirement. 
Most banks now offer slightly high-
er rates around 8.25pc.

“Banks in ASEAN have settled 
with international practice for 
many years that we are not yet com-
fortable with,” said U Than Lwin. 

“The Central Bank should check its 
history. Relatively speaking, we just 
started a few days ago.”

Banking consultant U George 
Soe Win said domestic banks have 
few options for funding, unlike in-
ternational institutions. Most local 
banks rely on deposits, with about 
80pc of deposits then lent out.

“The Central Bank should relax 
banking restrictions for public sec-
tor development,” he said.

“We want a safe and sound bank-
ing sector. We should not just im-
pose rigidity on them. It is for the 
public trust.”

The reserve requirement is also 
seen as a way to increase or de-
crease the money supply, thereby 
affecting inflation rates. 

A larger reserve requirement for 
instance means there is less money 
circulating in the economy, reduc-
ing the price of goods and inflation.

The Central Bank is aiming to 
stablise inflation through a range 
of tools, its deputy governor Daw 
Khin Saw Oo recently told parlia-
ment. This includes options such 
as treasury bills and control over 
deposits. 

So far it has been difficult for 
the Central Bank to stabilise infla-
tion, though, as banks do not have 
enough surplus deposits or inclina-
tion to participate in some of the 
efforts.

Central Bank plans 
change to reserve 
requirement rate

AYE THIDAR 
KYAW
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‘Banks in ASEAN 
have settled with 
international 
practice for many 
years that we are 
not yet comfortable 
with. The Central 
Bank should 
check its history. 
Relatively speaking, 
we just started a few 
days ago. ’

U Than Lwin
Kanbawza Bank

SINGAPORE-LISTED Yoma Strate-
gic Holdings received a letter from 
the Myanmar Investment Commis-
sion stating it has approved a lease 
extension for the fi rm’s large Land-
mark Development, according to a 
statement issued yesterday.

Although the MIC has thrown 
its weight behind the project, a 
lease extension must still receive 
approval from the Ministry of Rail 
Transportation.

The company’s full plans for re-de-
velopment of the prominent 10-acre 
piece of downtown property opposite 
the Sule Shangri-La hotel on Bogyoke 
Aung San Street have been held up by 
the need to secure the lease extension. 

The full US$400 million project 
is to include removal of some exist-
ing properties including the shut-
tered Grand Mee Ya Hta Executive 
Residence, and to replace them with 
modern structures, including a busi-
ness hotel, serviced apartments, a 
high-end condominium, and retail 
and o�  ce space.

The site also contains the heritage-
listed Burma Railways headquarters 

building, constructed in 1877, which is 
to be rehabilitated as a fi ve-star Pen-
insula Hotel.

Yoma has a number of interna-
tional heavyweights partnering in the 
project, including The Hongkong and 
Shanghai Hotels, Mitsubishi, the In-
ternational Finance Corporation and 
Asian Development Bank.

The fi rm announced in June last 
year it would acquire an 80 percent 
interest in the development from 
its sister company SPA Group, with 
leases of about 24 and 26 years at the 
time. It has been in discussions for a 
new 70-year master lease on Build-
Operate-Transfer terms with govern-
ment authorities since December 
2013. Company o�  cials have previ-
ously said the $400 million invest-
ment it now plans was going to be 
much larger than its original lease 
anticipated, hence the need for the 
longer lease.

The MIC letter dated March 10 
marks another step toward receiv-
ing the longer lease, though Yoma 
still must fi nish negotiations with the 
Ministry of Rail Transportation.

“[Yoma] is delighted that this de-
cision has been reached by the MIC 
after a protracted period of nego-
tiations with the relevant authorities 
and will commence immediately on 
the necessary steps with the Minis-
try of Rail Transportation to fi nalise 
the lease extension of the sites for the 
Landmark Development,” it said in a 
statement yesterday.

The statement also said MIC’s let-
ter was “directing the Ministry of Rail 
Transportation to proceed to take the 
necessary steps to extend the lease”.

U Aung Kyaw Win, deputy general 
manager at Myanma Railway busi-
ness department, said the Ministry 
has not received an o�  cial report 
from the MIC by yesterday, so could 
not comment on the situation.

“We are still on the look-out for the 
report,” he said. “We haven’t received 
any direct information from MIC.”

Myanmar Investment Commis-
sion o�  cials could not be reached for 
comment yesterday.

Property market observers said 
they welcomed the move yesterday, 
saying it is a sign that business is still 
moving forward.

Colliers Myanmar managing di-
rector Tony Picon said that while the 
MIC’s support is good news for the 
development, it also shows that ac-
tion is still being taken prior to the 
election to develop business. “It was 
quite a big decision to be made,” he 
said.

Mr Picon added the key is the re-
furbishment of the Burma Railways 
building into a fi ve-star hotel, which 
will be something of a landmark 
within the Landmark development.

“It’s a combination of old and new, 
including one of the best heritage 
buildings in Yangon.” 

Heritage buildings can be di�  cult 
to renovate and must be something of 
a “labour of love”, he added.

Yoma receives MIC nod 
for Landmark extension

JEREMY MULLINS AYE NYEIN WIN

The former headquarters of Burma 
Railways will be re-made as a five-
star hotel. Photo: Naing Win Htun
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SEVERAL of the city’s most famous 
parks will be free to all comers be-
ginning on April 1, though those 
which are privately owned will 
charge for now, said U Ko Ko Lin, 
head of the Department of Play-
grounds, Parks and Gardens at Yan-
gon City Development Committee.

“We will allow free entrance to 
all the parks under control of the 
department, starting next month,” 
he said.

Parks to be made free to enter 
include Myakyunthar park on Ka-
bar Aye Pagoda Road and seven 
of the entrances to Kandawgyi 
nature garden, while other parks 
like Mahabandoola park are al-
ready free.

The area of Kandawgyi at 
the lake’s eastern shore near the 
Karaweik is a concession owned 
by Zaygabar company. Its two en-
trances at Karaweik and Myaw 
Sin island will not be free under 
YCDC’s plan.

Nature World is the private 
company running the Nature 

World amusement park at People’s 
Square and Park, and that portion 
of the park will likewise require an 
entrance fee.

“These two parks are run pri-
vately, so they won’t be free as it 
is still part of the contract period,” 

said U Ko Ko Lin. “After the con-
tract is over, we will negotiate fees 
again.”

“We want people to be comfort-
able and relax in the park. We are 
trying to make things better in eve-
ry park in the city,” he said.

Entrance fees to be removed for 
most of Yangon’s park entrances
myat nyein aye
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

Two women pay to enter the eastern portion of Kandawgyi – one of the few 
parks that will not be free as of April 1. Photo: Naing Win Htun

COAL-FIRED power plants are still 
on the way despite concern over their 
social and environmental impacts 
raised by civil society groups.

“We are explaining coal-fire power 
projects in public,” said deputy min-
ister of electric power U Aung Than 
Oo. “We are still trying to get peoples’ 
understanding. Coal-fired projects 
will move to the next step when they 
are accepted by the public.”

The ministry has not started work 
on any of the planned coal-fired 
plants, though it has signed memo-
randums of understanding with for-
eign and local companies for 12 dif-
ferent projects around the country.

Four of the plants are to be near 
Yangon, another four in Tanintha-
ryi Region, and one each in Shan 
State and Ayeyarwady and Sagaing 
regions.

Presently, the coal-fired projects 
are only at MoU status. The next 
steps are memorandum of agreement 
and joint venture agreements, he said 
in Yangon on March 9.

“Some companies have done fea-
sibility studies, some have not – but 
none have broken ground on the 
projects,” said an assistant director 

from the ministry.
The planned coal power plants 

have larger capacity than several gas-
fired plants, ranging between 200 to 
600 megawatts installed capacity.

U Aung Than Oo said the country 
has not been implementing larger hy-
dro projects and gas-fired power pro-
jects due to issues of environmental 
concerns, financing and a strong gas 
supply.

“We want people to know the 
environmental and social impact of 
greater power projects are guaran-
teed,” he said. “We will implement 
these projects in ways that cause 
the least social and environmental 
impact.”

Coal plants are also cheaper than 
hydro or gas plants, and therefore 
more helpful to address the urgent 
need to increase electrification. It 
is also a reliable source of power, as 
generation can be increased or de-
creased at will, said U Aung Than Oo.

The Ministry of Electric Power 
has set a target of 67 percent electric-
ity generation by coal and gas-fired 
power plants by 2030, though some 
experts say hydropower and natural 
gas should not be forgotten.

“Myanmar has the potential to ex-
port up to 100,000MW from hydro,” 
said Ken Tun, Parami Energy chief 
executive officer. “The country is also 
the largest natural gas exporter in 
Southeast Asia. It is questionable for 
Myanmar to rush for power plants 
which use coal.”

Coal-fired 
power planned, 
but on hold

Yangon Region
•	 Thailand’s Toyo-Thai plans a 650-1200MW plant at Thilawa Special Eco-

nomic Zone
•	 India’s Orange Powergen, Singapore’s Global Adviser and Myanmar’s Dia-

mond Palace Services plan a 500MW plant in Kyauktan township
•	 Huaneng Lancang and Htoo Company plan a 270MW plant in Htantabin 

township
•	 Virtue Land, subsidiary of Asia World, plan a 300MW plant in Kwan 

Chan Gone
Tanintharyi Region
•	 Thailand’s RATCH and Blue Energy & Environment, Myanmar’s Vantage 

and Kyaw Kyaw Phyo plan a 2460MW plant in Myeik
•	 Cwave Global and 24 Hours Mining & Industry plan a 500MW plant in 

Boat Pyin 
Mon State
•	 Thailand’s Toyo-Thai Group plans a 1280MW plant in Yay township
Ayeyarwady Region
•	 India’s TATA Power plans a 660MW project in Nganyoutkaung township
Shan State
•	 Thailand’s Lumpoondum plans a 500MW plant in Kyineton
Sagaing Region
•	 Singapore’s ISDN and Myanmar’s Tun Thwin Mining plan a 270MW plant 

List of major coal power plants

aung
shin

koshumgtha@gmail.com
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IN BRIEF

Water transport law to bring 
changes to licence rules 
Coastal and river transport companies 
must apply for a new operating licence 
under a water transportation law 
adopted on March 5. 

The details will be spelled out in 
bylaws expected to be released in the 
next three months, the government 
announced yesterday.

The new law updates legislation 
dating back to 1963 and 1954.

U Htain Lynn, information offi cer for 
the Ministry of Transport, said the new 
Myanmar Coastal and Inland Water 
Transport Business Law governed the 
terms of the licence required by water 
transportation companies once their 
current licences expired.

Unlicensed businesses face six 
months’ imprisonment or a K500,000 
fi ne, or both. 

– Shwegu Thitsar, 
translation by Emoon

Ooredoo’s roaming service
expanded to 24 foreign countries
Ooredoo has begun roaming service 
with operators in 24 foreign countries, 
allowing Myanmar subscribers to use 
mobile phones abroad.

The destinations include regional 
countries such as Thailand, Singa-
pore and Indonesia, as well as a few 
countries that are further afi eld such 
as Oman and New Zealand.

Users will need to be suffi ciently 
topped-up to take advantage of the 
service, though Ooredoo has launched 
a hotline and a web portal to help out 
its roamers. 

Ooredoo user U Myint Myat Thu 
said mobile subscribers are likely to be 
world travellers who want to continue 
using their phones, adding he wel-
comed additional roaming options.

– Aung Kyaw Nyunt

MORE people than ever before 
have purchased SIMs and become 
mobile subscribers, analyst com-
pany Ovum said yesterday. 

SIM cards on every corner – and 
at prices people can a� ord, instead 
of the thousands of dollars they once 
cost – have opened up mobile ser-
vices to record percentages of the 
population. 

The country’s number of mobile 
users grew by millions since 2013, 
driven by the availability of SIM 
cards and a� ordability of service, 
said Ovum research analyst Vivek 
Roy in a press release. 

At the end of 2014, mobile sub-
scribers had reached 14.8 million in 
Myanmar, the release said. About 5 
million people subscribed to mobile 
services between September 2013 
and 2014, representing a major up-
tick in Myanmar users and an 87.4 
percent year-on-year boost. 

International fi rms Ooredoo and 
Telenor, who both o�  cially launched 
their services across Myanmar’s ma-
jor cities last year, have propelled 
growth forward, as has the liberali-
sation of the telecoms market.

Prior to liberalisation, SIM cards 
were prohibitively expensive and the 
government controlled their distri-
bution. Now, they cost K1500 – and 
with Ooredoo and Telenor selling 
their own, the black market has lost 
most of its sting, according to the 
release. 

SIMs are now more a� ordable 
than ever, and those previously shut 
out due to insu�  cient supply are 
now able to make purchases.

“[Previously,] I never had the 
chance to get a K1500 SIM card and 
I didn’t want to buy one from the 
black market. But three months ago 
my daughter bought me a mobile 
phone because she couldn’t contact 
me when she was at her o�  ce,” said 
58-year-old housewife Daw Than 
Than Htay, who just started using a 
phone four months ago. “I know mo-
bile phones are very useful because 
I can contact my family when I am 
alone at home.” 

Last year, state-owned Myanma 
Posts and Telecommunications 
(MPT) lost its monopoly, but it 
teamed with Japanese fi rms KDDI 
and Sumitomo and stepped up its 
competitive game. The telco recent-
ly launched a new pricing plan in 
order to do battle with Telenor and 
Ooredoo. 

The incumbent fi rm has spoken 
out against engaging in price wars as 
the market develops, saying in a pre-
vious interview with The Myanmar 
Times that they causes customers to 
su� er and could impede investment 
in expansion and services. 

“Operators should refrain from 

price wars and look to improve 
profi tability in the short-to-medium 
term by di� erentiating their ser-
vices via adding more value and 
features,” Mr Roy said in the Ovum 
press release.

Mr Roy also said it will be crucial 
for fi rms to increase customers’ data 

usage and tackle rural expansion for 
long-term profi tability.  

More than two-thirds of Myan-
mar currently lives in rural areas. 
Getting these people connected will 
ramp up mobile subscriptions, 
which Ovum predicts will escalate 
by a compound annual growth rate 

of 21pc through 2019. 
At that year’s end, Myanmar – 

whose mobile users numbered 5.4 
million a few years ago – could count 
38.5 million people as mobile sub-
scribers, representing a leap from 
about 10pc to 75pc penetration by 
population in less than a decade.

Millions more mobile subscribers added

newroom@mmtimes.com.mm myatnoe.mcm@gmail.com
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A second-hand phone sellers 
looks to make a deal in Yangon. 
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing





MORE ON BUSINESS 18

HOUSING is a notoriously mixed bag 
in Yangon. While there are a growing 
number of quality buildings, there is 
also a wide range of basically unlive-
able homes.

Urban planner U Kyaw Latt said 
liveability was not always at the top 
of mind when housing was built.

“In the last few decades, housing 
was constructed with inhumane de-
signs,” he said.

U Kyaw Latt defi ned inhumane 
design as residential buildings that 
are clustered too tightly together, 
with little thought put to building 
character and leaving space.

Many of these buildings are over 
20 years old. They were often built 
through public-private partnerships, 
but with no incentive to build qual-
ity units.

“Under that system, private com-
panies built a lot of housing that 
mostly gained them a lot of money,” 
he said.

U Aung Kyaw Linn, 38, lives in a 
row house in South Okkalapa town-
ship. His home is old and in poor con-
dition and he would like to upgrade 

through a deal with a contractor, but 
so far has not found anyone who is 
interested. Demolishing the entire 
structure would require 10 separate 
home owners to agree, though, and 
to him it seems impractical.

“Given the structure of our build-
ing, it would not withstand another 
storm like Nargis,” he said. “But I love 
my home as I grew up in it.”

U Aung Kyaw Linn says his house 
is relatively spacious and can ac-
commodate his nine-member family. 
However, there is a lack of fresh air, 
with no windows in the home apart 
from the front veranda.

“I’ve been working in Thingang-
yun township for quite some time. I 
see more new buildings constructed 
there than the neighbourhood I live 
in,” he said.

Urban planner U Kyaw Latt is 
an advocate for a more humane ap-
proach to housing. He said develop-
ment should not skip over places like 
playgrounds for children, car parking 
and waste disposal systems. Yet with 
supply still limited, many of Yan-
gon’s lower and middle classes are 

crammed in to these homes.
Living in these buildings takes a 

toll, he said. “Look at the buildings 
that were put up 20 years ago, build-
ings with no windows, no light dur-
ing the day and no ventilation,” he 
said.

“A living area should have proper 
ventilation. For instance there should 
be a window in the kitchen and the 
washroom.”

Yangon City Development Com-
mittee rules stipulate contractors 
must add in a range of features de-
signed to make housing more hu-
mane. Developers are required to in-
stall an electricity metre, emergency 
exit, e� ective waste water system, fi re 
security and in some instances roads. 
Yet is it obvious that much of even 
the city’s newer construction is not 
following these rules.

Buildings that are three storeys or 
taller are expected to have emergency 
exits, such as a back stairwell, for use 
if the building catches fi re.

An o�  cial from YCDC’s Fire Ser-
vices Department said that before 
2014 the department rarely paid at-
tention to this requirement when 
providing certifi cation.

“In 2012, the Fire Services Depart-
ment issued a notice that all buildings 
at three storeys or above that have 
their fi re security system and emer-
gency exits checked by the depart-
ment. But it didn’t work out,” he said.

The o�  cial said the department 
has begun being much more strict in 
enforcing these requirements since 
2014. Still, the number of buildings 
that do not have properly certifi ed 
fi re prevention and escape measures 
far outweighs the number that do.

YCDC Building Department head 
U Nay Win said the department has 
been strict in not handing out per-
mits declaring a newly built struc-
ture habitable until it receives an 
o�  cial green light from the Fire Ser-
vices Department.

“There was a time when build-
ings were constructed already out of 
order,” he said. “They had no emer-
gency exits and back stairs, no fi re 
security system.”

Later, contractors began install-
ing emergency exits, but in practice 
they rarely worked and were gener-
ally only for show. “The stairs were 
not useful. They were rusted and 
damaged in only a few years because 
construction and materials were low- 
quality,” he said.

Although safety is a major con-
cern, others are pushing to simply 
make housing more people-friendly.

One researcher who requested an-
onymity said around 1990, buildings 
and structures declined signifi cantly 
in quality.

“Old buildings were built with 
high ceilings, providing natural light 
and nice ventilation,” he said. “If you 
compare an old building with one 
built later, around 1990, you can see 
the newer building crams two fl oors 
into a space that used to hold one.”

U Kyaw Latt said Yangon City 
Development Committee is doing its 
best to provide more humane designs 
for housing, though said these struc-
tures cost a minimum of K25 million 
(US$25,000) a unit.

“In Yangon’s future urban plan-
ning, we need humane housing de-
sign, humane housing estates and the 
beginning of a way to fi nance house 
improvements,” he said.

Bringing housing up to scratch

noenoeag@gmail.com nayzawaungwin@gmail.com
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Critics say much of Yangon’s 
housing is inhumane – and it is time 
for a change. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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Some people have been able to upscale 
their homes, however.

U Than Htun, a retired resident of 
Thingangyun township, said his family 
moved into a new house four months 
ago.

He formerly owned a small one-sto-
rey wooden house, but he made a deal 
with a contractor to build an apartment 
on the site. The contractor received half 
of the eight units and U Than Htun’s 
family received half. He now rents out 
three and lives in his fourth apartment.

“Compared to our former wooden 
cabin, our current house is really good,” 
he said.

Since the structure is new, U Than 
Htun says he has few safety concerns 
from his home – besides, he has pur-
chased a fi re-extinguisher and has an 
emergency exit in good order.

“The rise of new buildings is really 
improving people’s standard of living,” 
he said.

CONTINUED FROM BUSINESS 17

THE US debate over inequality has 
turned its focus to an old front: the 
role labour unions play in boost-
ing incomes of workers.

After decades on the decline, 
some economists and activists are 
saying that the lack of organised la-
bour power is an important reason 
why wages are not rising for mid-
dle- and lower-class Americans. 

President Barack Obama added 
fuel to the debate when he de-
nounced on March 9 a new law in 
Wisconsin that weakens the abili-
ties of unions to build support in 
the workplace.

“It’s no coincidence that the 
rise of the middle class in Amer-
ica coincided in large part with 
the rise of unions – workers who 
organised together for higher 
wages, better working conditions 
and the benefits and protections 
that most workers take for grant-
ed today,” the president said in a 
statement.

The Wisconsin law was backed 
by anti-union Governor Scott 
Walker, a potential Republican 
presidential candidate in 2016, 
who says that union power has un-
dermined American business and 
hurt workers themselves.

But Mr Obama called it “in-
excusable” to undertake “a sus-
tained, coordinated assault on un-
ions” when middle-class families 
needed stronger incomes.

The United States is not the 
only place where union power has 
waned, but the decline has been 
stronger than elsewhere. Union 
participation has halved since 
1983 to 11.1 percent of the work-
force, compared with an average 
of about 17pc for the industrial-
ised countries of the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development.

Private-sector unions have been 
the hardest hit, with only 6.6pc of 
the workers at US private compa-
nies joining unions, according to 
the Labour Department.

At the same time, the base sala-
ries of US workers have stagnated, 
while more wealth has concentrat-
ed in the hands of the richest 0.1pc 
of Americans, who control now 
about one-quarter of the country’s 
wealth.

The International Monetary 
Fund, not known for trade union 
sympathies, suggests there is a 
link between the loss of organised 
labour power and the growth in 
inequality. 

In a recent study, two IMF 
economists said that the fall in un-
ionisation in advanced economies, 
and its impact on workers’ negoti-
ating power, is a “key contributor 
to the rise of top income shares”.

“It’s no coincidence that the 
biggest expansion of the middle 
class in history happened between 

the late 1940s and the late 1970s at 
the golden age of the labour move-
ment,” said US labour export Phil-
ip Dine, author of the book State 
of The Unions.

Since then, the deindustrialisa-
tion of the US economy, with more 
workers moving into o�  ce and 
service jobs, has eroded the power 
of the unions. Many of the new 
jobs are not protected by limits on 
hours worked, for instance.

Ben Zipperer, of the Washing-
ton Center for Equitable Growth, 
which studies the inequality prob-
lem, notes that, in the private sec-
tor today, “you can be fi red for 
whatever your employer wants 
you to be fi red for”.

“It’s not really the best incite-
ment to join a union,” he said.

Weighing on the unions as well 
are “right to work” laws like Wis-
consin’s that allow someone to 
take a job in a unionised company 
without having to join the union. 
Half of the 50 states have such 
laws, which help employers erode 
the power of existing unions.

Companies are also supported 
by an industry of consultants who 
can advise them on how to ward 
o�  unions.

Even so, said Mr Dine, “when 
corporations are more powerful 
than ever, one can wonder if it’s 
the best time for the average work-
er to negotiate on his own.”

The strengthening of the jobs 
market and the fall in unemploy-
ment in the past year could shift 
the balance, helping to push up 
salaries as the labour supply 
tightens.

Some workers’ group gains ap-
pear to confi rm that. West Coast 
port workers felt strong enough 
to undertake a three-month work 
slowdown in order to leverage 
their power in contract talks con-
cluded last month.

Activist pressure on fast-food 
and retail chains have also had 
some success: Wal-Mart Stores, 
the country’s largest single pri-
vate-sector employer, announced 
last month it would raise wages 
for a large part of its US sta� .

“Workers may indeed have more 
powers when the labour market is 
tighter. It presents an opportunity 
but it won’t be enough to reverse a 
structural trend,” said Damon Sil-
vers, director of policy at the AFL-
CIO labour confederation.

To reverse this trend, he said, 
workers need to feel that they 
have power.

“There’s an entire generation 
for whom the workplace has been 
the realm of powerlessness.” – AFP

US inequality debate turns to 
declining unions

WASHINGTON

‘It's no coincidence 
that the rise of the 
middle class in 
America coincided 
in large part with 
the rise of Unions .’

Aaron David Miller
Former Middle East

IN BRIEF

Twitter opens Hong Kong offi ce
It may be banned in mainland China, 
but Twitter has launched an offi ce in 
Hong Kong to help Chinese businesses 
reach international markets.

The San Francisco-based service, 
which has served as a platform for 
dissent and free speech, wants to tap 
into booming growth in Greater China 
by selling ads to businesses such as 
exporters.

Ahead of the launch, Twitter had 
said the offi ce would focus on advertis-
ing sales, instead of the one-to-many 
messaging service which is barred in 
China.

Euro resumes march to dollar 
parity as rates slump
The euro resumed its slump yesterday, 
sitting around 12-year lows against the 
dollar, as the European Central Bank’s 
new stimulus and the likelihood of a 
US rate hike push the embattled unit 
closer to parity with the greenback.

In Tokyo afternoon trade, the com-
mon currency fell to US$1.0515, down 
from $1.0548 in New York where it hit 
$1.0510 at one stage. The euro also 
weakened to 127.72 yen from 128.10 
yen in US trade, while the dollar was 
slightly higher. With the ECB just start-
ing on its quantitative easing drive, and 
the Fed due to lift rates analysts are 
tipping dollar-euro parity by next year, 
which last happened in 2002.
 
Korean rate cut in economic kick
South Korea yesterday became the 
latest country to cut interest rates as 
the central bank announced a surprise 
25 basis point reduction to a record-
low 1.75 percent, as it tries to fend off 
defl ation and kickstart the struggling 
economy.

It said in a statement that the 
economy is suffering from slow 
demand and lack of confi dence among 
businesses and consumers.  A painful 
economic slowdown in China – South 
Korea’s largest trading partner – will 
also pose a growing risk.

“Better news” for advanced econ-
omies, says IMF chief Lagarde
IMF chief Christine Lagarde said that 
major advanced economies were see-
ing “better news” thanks to cheap oil, 
currency shifts and low interest rates 
that encourage investment.

“For once in a long time there are 
clearly some relatively better news on 
the horizon of the advanced econo-
mies. And this has not happened in 
awhile,” she said late March 11.

“We clearly have a rebound of the 
US economy, an improvement and 
good growth showing in the UK, and 
the euro area is also now turning the 
corner,” she said. – AFP

Workers and supporters march to the Vegas Auto Spa, a car wash that has become a focal point for labour and union 
rights, during a rally last week in the Brooklyn borough of New York City. Photo: AFP

Housing up 
to scratch



Job Watch
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND

INTERPRETER/TRANSLATOR
MYANMAR - ENGLISH

ASSIGNMENTS IN MYANMAR

  The International Monetary Fund is seeking Myanmar-based interpreter/
translators to work under short-term contracts for its missions to Yangon and/
or Naypyitaw as well as under long-term contracts for its technical assistance 
(TA) experts in Naypyitaw. Candidates must be professional interpreters with 
knowledge of economic terminology, capable of interpreting into Myanmar 
and English and producing final written translations into both languages in 
electronic format. Assignments with TA experts may also involve office support 
and administrative duties.
  Short-listed candidates will be interviewed and asked to take interpretation 
and translation tests in Yangon.
  Please send your CV listing your qualifications, interpretation and translation
experience, and your complete contact information by March 20, 2015 to
languagecandidates@imf.org.

Attn: Mrs. Susana Eri, Chief Interpreter
(Subject line should contain “MMR-missions”, “MMR-long-term projects”, 
or both)

Embassy of the STATE OF QATAR YANGON

Vacant Positions
No. Positions General Skills
1 Secretary to the Qatar Ambassador Fluent in English (4skills)

2 Public Relation Officer Fluent in English (4skills)

3 Assistant Public Relation Officer Fluent in English (4skills)

4 Translator Fluent in English, Myanmar & Arabic (4skills)

5 Driver Basic English

6 Reporter Fluent in English (4skills)

7 Hospitality Staff Fluent in English (4skills)

8 Political Expert Fluent in English & Arabic (4skills)

9 Media Expert Fluent in English & Arabic (4skills)

10 Economist Fluent in English & Arabic (4skills)

Interested candidates should send the detailed resume with salary expectation, recent passport-sized  photo and Notice 
Period to Embassy of the State of Qatar, Yangon as below:
No.1, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road, Yankin Township, Yangon.
Otherwise, please pass your detailed resume at Sedona Hotel's Front Desk.
We regret that  only shortlisted candidates will be notified.

KHIN THAN YADANAR TRADING COMPANY LIMITED
Counselling Officers

We represent a well known international foreign university here in Myanmar.We are in the process of setting up a 
recruitment centre to enroll candidates for pre university, undergraduate and graduate programmes sponsored by the 
University.
The university also sponsors other programmes to enable students to gain entry into others foreign Universities inUnited 
Kingdom, Australia and USA.
We are interested in meeting suitably qualified candidates who can administer our office and counsel students for entry 
into the University that we represent. The candidate that we are looking for should possess the following qualifications.
1. Completed tertiary education and is a degree holder.
2. Proficient in written and spoken English.
3. Experience in the field of education is an advantage but not a necessity.
4. Able to counsel and guide students and parents in their choice of courses tobe followed by candidates.
5. Mobile and free to conduct presentations of the programmes offered by the University in Yangon and other parts of 
the country. Candidates who are interested in being a part of our set up are invited to write to us at the following address.
No.116/118, Room 8(A)floor, Bo Myat Htun Road, Cherry Housing, Bo Tahtaung Township , Yangon Myanmar. Email 
address. yadanarkhin.than@gmail.com Tel:01-297514,01- 397803,HP:09-5188962,09-73194473
An attractive remuneratin package awaits the successful candidates. All applications are to reach us by  
March 31,2015. Shortlisted candidates will be invited to attend an interview.

 Business Development manager

 Marketing manager

 Sales and distribution manager

 Brand manager

 Logistic officer

 Medical doctor

 Project manager

 Sales engineer

 Site engineer

 Chief Accountant

 Accountant

 HR Manager

 HR Executive

 Legal executive

 Secretary

 Passenger service agent ( airline)

 Receptionist

 Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road, 

Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007

Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com

www.esearchmyanmar.com   www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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World World editor: Kayleigh Long 

ONCE a key figure in Pol Pot’s Khmer 
Rouge regime, former navy chief Meas 
Muth, who was charged last week 
with war crimes and crimes against 
humanity, claims to have found for-
giveness through religion.

Mr Muth, who faces charges of 
“murder, extermination, enslavement, 
persecution on political and ethnic 
grounds, and other inhumane acts”, 
now enjoys a reputation in his home 
village as a kindly father who will do 
anything to help his fellow man.

Faced with increasing health prob-
lems, the 77-year-old spends much of 
his time on his sprawling estate in Bat-
tambang province’s Ta Sanh village.

Currently in the process of building 
a pagoda on the grounds of his home, 
Mr Muth sees religion as a means of 
escaping his notorious past.

“In about 23 years’ time, I will have 
lived for a century, so what I am wor-
ried about recently is finding the mon-
ey to finish the pagoda construction, 
and at noon [every day] I am trying 
to read the Buddha’s book and think 
about the Buddha’s words,” he said 
yesterday.

Now better associated among his 
neighbours with philanthropy than 
mass murder, Mr Muth says most re-
cently he sold his own truck to pur-
chase materials that are being used 
to build a hall for local monks. Sitting 
on a hammock in a small outhouse 
that rests in the shadow of his large 

wooden home, Mr Muth explained 
that Buddha’s teachings have taught 
him to “forgive everything”.

“Before, I was angry with the 
Americans for throwing bombs on my 
head; I was so angry. But now I have 
found happiness, I forgive all,” he said.

With charges laid against him last 
week by Khmer Rouge tribunal inter-
national co-investigating judge Mark 
Harmon, Mr Muth could soon be 
brought face-to-face with the past he 
is trying to evade.

While espousing his forgiveness of 
others, Mr Muth, who is accused of 
killing foreigners captured in Cambo-
dian waters and purging his own sol-
diers, had little to say about his own 
crimes.

“I decided to stop talking about 
the ECCC or anything to do with the 
Khmer Rouge,” he said bluntly.

“I used to record my voice on tape 
to describe everything about me but 
now … I have decided to stop talk-
ing about this, because I understand 
about what the court is doing,” he said. 
“If I speak out or don’t speak out, it’s 
meaningless; all the accusations are 
not true, so what they’re doing is just 
revenge for what they lost during the 
Lon Nol regime.”

Local villagers and monks, who 
have become close with the former 
Khmer Rouge leader, were also reluc-
tant to speak about his past, and said 
Mr Muth’s age was reason enough for 

his crimes to be forgiven.
“If we’re talking about the law, they 

have to sentence him, but if we think 
about morals, they shouldn’t, because 
he is old,” said a villager, who gave his 
name only as Rorn and who works 
with Mr Muth planting cassava.

People in the local community, he 
added, regard Mr Muth as a father be-
cause “he manages everything for peo-
ple here. He has provided farmland, 
land for housing, [and] pagodas for 
the people. He is a very good person 
and people love him.”

Another villager, who declined to 
give her name, said she feared the im-
pact Mr Muth’s arrest would have on 
the community.

“If he’s gone, will villagers here 
have farmland? Will villagers here 
have a good standard of living? Will 
villagers have a pagoda?” she asked, 
adding that seeing Mr Muth at the 
pagoda every day showed he deserved 
redemption. 

Samlot district’s deputy chief 
monk, 83-year-old Prey Tann, echoed 
the villager’s concerns.

According to Mr Tann, Mr Muth 
has constructed four pagodas in the 
district, and, without him, he fears 
construction on the latest one may re-
main incomplete.

For now, details of whether Mr 
Muth will be arrested remain unclear, 
particularly given the strident govern-
ment opposition to the cases. On the 
day the tribunal announced the charg-
es, court legal communications officer 
Lars Olsen said, “it has not been pos-
sible, within a reasonable time, to get 
any arrest warrants executed.”

Heather Ryan, a court monitor 
for the Open Society Justice Ini-
tiative, said that if the investigating 
judge issues an arrest warrant, the 
judicial police have an obligation to 
carry it out.

But Mr Olsen would not confirm 
yesterday whether there were plans to 
arrest Muth, citing confidentiality.

Meanwhile, Mr Muth says he 
doesn’t want to know about the 
charges. “Recently, I am pretending 
to be a deaf person; I don’t want to 
hear about the ECCC.” 

– Phnom Penh Post

BATTAMBANG PROVINCE

BANGKOK

Former Khmer Rouge navy chief Meas Muth reads the newpaper at home in 
Battambang province on March 11. Photo: Phnom Penh Post

Amid trials,  Muth seeks redemption

THAILAND’S Finance Minister Som-
mai Phasee has asked Prime Minis-
ter Prayut Chan-o-cha to chair an  
investigation committee on losses 
incurred by the Yingluck Shina-
watra government’s rice-pledging 
scheme.

The Finance Ministry agreed 
that Gen Prayut should take up the 
chair position as people involved in 
the losses included the former pre-
mier, Mr Sommai said.

Two panels will be established, 
he said. One is attached to the  
Finance Ministry, which will 
carry out the probe related to Ms  
Yingluck, and the other panel, 
overseen by the Commerce Minis-
try, will investigate the case linked 
to former commerce minister  

Boonsong Teriyapirom. 
The two panels will base their 

probes on the allegations filed by 
the National Anti-Corruption Com-
mission (NACC), Mr Sommai said.

The two committees could be 
set up within 10 days and will  
conclude investigations by  
September 1. 

The findings will be sent to 
another committee which will 
decide on compensation. That 
panel will consist of representa-
tives of the Comptroller-Gener-
al’s Department, the Office of 
the Auditor-General, the Coun-
cil of State and the Attorney-
General.

This panel, which will be chaired 
by the Comptroller-General, should 

Prayut to head Yingluck rice probe
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UWAHATI, India

PHNOM PENH

A POWERFUL bomb blast struck a 
crowded marketplace in India’s res-
tive northeast on March 11 killing four 
people and injuring another 15, offi-
cials said.

The blast shook the heart of Im-
phal, state capital of Manipur, which 
borders Myanmar – an area that has 
been plagued by separatist violence 
for decades. 

“Most of the victims were either 
shoppers or vendors,” senior state 
police official A.K. Singh told AFP by 
phone from Imphal, adding that “a 
powerful IED (improvised explosive 
device) was planted”.

“The injured have been shifted 

to the local medical college hospital, 
with at least six of them having seri-
ous multiple injuries,” Mr Singh said.

Hospital officials said four bodies 
had been recovered from the blast site.

No rebel group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack and it was 
not immediately clear what the motive 
was.

The remote state has long been 
affected by insurgent violence and is 
home to dozens of tribal groups and 
small guerrilla armies fighting New 
Delhi’s rule.

They often compete against each 
other in turf wars for dominance in 
the state. – AFP

Blast kills four in Imphal

Prayut to head Yingluck rice probe

THE number of abortions performed 
in Cambodia in 2014 increased nearly 
51 percent from the year prior, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Health.

A report released earlier this week 
showed that the total number of  
miscarriages and abortions for the 
year were up by more than 4000 cases 
from 2013, bringing the total number 
to over 18,000. But while the number 
of women who miscarried only in-
creased slightly – from 8013 in 2013 
to 8827 in 2014 – the number of abor-
tions performed spiked significantly, 
to almost 10,000, compared with 6497 
just one year prior.

The numbers were culled from gov-
ernment health care centres and hos-
pitals as well as private clinics.

The reason behind the rise in abor-
tions is unknown but being investigat-
ed, Tung Rathavy, director of the Na-
tional Maternal Child Health Center 
(NMCHC), said on March 11.

But safety is the overriding concern 
for the centre.

“We want women to turn to safe 
services in legal places,” she said, 
adding that she hoped more women 
would utilise preventative contracep-
tion. “We do not want the abortion 
rate to go up more.”

Rathavy also noted that the  

Ministry of Health and the NMCHC 
have been working to train officials 
about safe abortion procedures and 
educate women about their sexual 
health and legal rights.

While first trimester abortions were 
legalised in 1997, as recently as 2013, 80 
per cent of women in the Kingdom be-
lieved abortions were illegal, according 
to a study by Marie Stopes International 
and US-based health and technology 
startup InSTEDD.

Lack of abortion education has led 
many women to remain in the dark 
about their rights, which has histori-
cally led them to DIY abortion tech-
niques and midwives who lack proper 
training. In 2006, the Phnom Penh 
Post reported that nearly 32,000 wom-
en had required medical attention due 
to botched abortions.

“We noticed that there are many 
private clinics without legal permis-
sion, which are dangerous for abor-
tions,” said Chhorn Sokuntheary, head 
of the women and children rights unit 
at Adhoc. She believes female students 
and garment workers are the groups 
most at risk for unwanted pregnancy.

In Cambodia, an abortion that re-
sults in chronic disability or death is 
punishable by up to 10 years in prison.

 – Phnom Penh Post

Abortion up in Cambodia

wrap up its work within six months, 
Mr Sommai said. 

The four projects of the Yin-
gluck government’s rice-pledging 
scheme caused an estimated 536 
billion baht in losses, while the 
administration stacked up 17.5 
million tonnes of pledged rice. 

The Office of the Attorney-Gen-
eral last month indicted Ms Yin-
gluck for alleged dereliction of duty 
related to the losses incurred and 
corruption in the scheme.

On January 20, NACC commis-
sioner Vicha Mahakul, who heads 
a sub-panel investigating the rice 
scheme, indicted Mr Boonsong, his 
deputy Poom Sarapol, as well as 19 
other high-level officials, private 
sector executives, and two compa-

nies involved in allegedly corrupt gov-
ernment-to-government rice deals.

Deputy Prime Minister Wissanu 
Krea-ngam said on March 11 the 
NACC had forwarded its allega-
tions against Ms Yingluck and Mr 
Boonsong for their roles in the rice-
pledging program to the cabinet. 

It is uncertain how much  
compensation the government 
will seek from the people involved 
in the civil lawsuit, he said, adding 
that those involved will have to 
share the losses in any judgment 
handed down by the court. 

The Supreme Court will decide-
on March 19 whether to accept the 
criminal case against Ms Yingluck 
for further proceedings.

–Bangkok Post

BRIEFS
Copenhagen
Ten men arrested in online
SE Asian child abuse ring
Danish police have arrested 10 men 
and raided their homes on March 11, 
on suspicion that they paid to watch the 
live-streaming of children being sexu-
ally abused in the Philippines.

“They have been questioned and 
a number of computers, phones and 
tablets have been seized,” Flemming 
Kjaerside of the Danish police’s cyber-
crime unit told AFP.

Danish police said in a statement 
that “a number of money transactions” 
had led to the arrests being made. 
 
Paris
Scientists sound the alarm
on swine and bird flu  in Asia
Scientists have issued warnings over 
the threat posed by H7N9 bird flu in 
China and the H1N1 strain of swine flu 
in India that have jointly claimed more 
than 1700 lives. 

H7N9 virus presents a high risk of 
becoming pandemic if China fails to 
close loopholes in its live poultry trade, 
researchers reported in the journal Na-
ture on March 11.

A different team, writing in the US 
journal Cell Host and Microbe, said a 
strain of H1N1 “swine” flu in India may 
have acquired mutations enabling it to 
spread more readily. 

The Hague
Hagur orders Dutch compensation
for Indonesian war widows
“The Dutch state is liable to compen-
sate Indonesian relatives of men who 
were illegally executed between 1946-
49 in the former Dutch East Indies,” the 
three-judge bench said in a March 11 
ruling.

Twenty-three plaintiffs – 18 widows 
and five children – took the Dutch state 
to court in 2012, almost a year after 
judges ruled in favour of widows in a 
similar case involving executions at an 
Indonesian village in 1947.

At least 860 men died in front of fir-
ing squads, mostly between December 
1946 and April 1947 on Indonesia’s 
Sulawesi island, then called Celebes. 

Previously the Dutch govern-
ment was ordered to pay 20,000 euros 
(US$21,000) in compensation to other 
Indonesian widows who brought similar 
cases to the Hague court.  – AFP
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TWO Nobel Peace laureates and 
American feminist Gloria Steinem 
are among a group of 30 women 
planning to march across the de-
militarised zone between North and 
South Korea to press demands for 
reunification.

Ms Steinem told a news confer-
ence at the United Nations on March 
11 that the demonstration scheduled 
for May 24 would draw on women’s 
successes in peacemaking to advance 
calls for Korean peace.

Taking part in the march will be 
Liberian activist Leymah Gbowee, 
who won the Nobel in 2011 for mo-
bilising Liberian women against her 
country’s brutal war and Mairead 
Corrigan Maguire, whose peace ef-
forts in Northern Ireland were recog-
nised with the prize in 1976.

“It’s hard to imagine a more physi-
cal symbol of the insanity of dividing 
human beings than this zone,” Ms 
Steinem said.

“To me, to walk across it, has huge, 
huge, huge importance.”

The planned “walk for peace and 
reunification” is to start off in Pyong-
yang where the delegation is to meet 
with North Korean women before set-
ting out for the DMZ.

Organisers said they had received 

tentative approval from UN com-
mand in the DMZ to allow the wom-
en to cross from Panmunjom, if South 
Korea agrees, but there has been no 
formal word yet from Seoul.

North Korea has said it will sup-
port the march in principle, but 
stressed that a final okay would be 
given “if conditions are ripe”, said 
Christine Ahn, from the Women De-
Militarize the Zone group.

“Given the tense moment right 
now, they might not be,” said Ms Ahn.

Women from over a dozen coun-
tries are set to take part in the march, 
held as the peninsula marks 70 years 
of division.

“What we learned from Northern 
Ireland and Liberia [is that] wom-
en from both sides said ‘enough is 
enough.’ We don’t want any of our 
sons and daughters to become vic-
tims of this war,” said Hyun-Kyung 
Chung, a professor of theology and 
one of the participants.

“What I would like to see happen 
is nothing less than a miracle,” she 
said.

North and South Korea signed an 
armistice after the 1950-1953 war, but 
efforts at reunification and the sign-
ing of a formal peace treaty have been 
at a standstill. – AFP

Reunification becomes 
a Nobel cause  

A man talks on his mobile phone in Havana. Photo: AFP

THE United States and Cuba have  
re-established a direct telephone link, 
the Cuban state telecommunications 
company said on March 11, in the 
latest step toward normalising ties  
between the one-time Cold War foes.

For the first time since 1999, calls 
can now be made directly from the 
US to Cuba and vice versa, without  
passing through a third country, the 
company, Etecsa, said in a statement.

“The reestablishment of direct 
communications between the Unit-
ed States and Cuba contributes to  
providing better infrastructure 
and better communications quality  
between the people of both na-
tions,” Etecsa said.

The connection was set up 
through a February deal signed with 
New Jersey-based firm IDT Domestic 
Telecom.

It was the first agreement signed 
between Cuban and American  
companies since the announce-
ment on December 17 that the two  
countries would renew diplomatic 
ties after more than 50 years of  
hostility.

The telephone link between the 
two countries has been interrupted 
and restored numerous times since 
Fidel Castro came to power in the 
Cuban Revolution in 1959 and be-
gan nationalising American-owned 

companies in the 1960s.
But this is the first time the con-

nection has been restored since  
February 25, 1999, according to Cu-
ban authorities.

Previously phone calls between 
the United States and Cuba had to 
pass through a third country, making 
them expensive and poor in quality.

Etecsa has yet to announce new 
rates.

Around 2 million Cuban-Amer-
icans live in the United States, and 
many families rely on phone calls 
to stay in touch across the Florida 
Straits.

Postal service between the two 
countries was cut off in the 1960s and 
has still not been restored.

The new connection will “ini-
tially” be used only for international 
voice calls, but could eventually 
transmit other kids of communica-
tions as well, Etecsa said.

The White House had announced 
in December that the rapprochement 
with Havana would include “new ef-
forts to increase Cubans’ access to 
communications and their ability to 
communicate freely”.

That included easing restrictions 
on exports of telecommunications 
and internet equipment, services and 
infrastructure.

The historic announcement by 

presidents Barack Obama and Raul 
Castro raised Cubans’ hopes that 
they could soon have regular internet  
access via the United States.

Cuba has one of the lowest rates of 
internet access in the world – just 3.4 per-
cent of households are connected – and 
internet cafes charge around US$4.50 
an hour, in a country where the average 
monthly salary is around $20.

US companies have been position-
ing themselves to enter the Cuban 
market since the rapprochement was 
announced.

Video streaming service Netflix 
launched in Cuba last month.

This month, MasterCard is due to 
allow clients with US-issued cards to 
use them on the island. And Ameri-
can Express has announced it is 
ready to do the same.

While Washington and Havana 
have held two rounds of talks on  
reopening embassies, among oth-
er subjects, thorny issues remain  
untouched, such as compensation for 
nationalised American property and 
Cuba’s removal from the US blacklist 
of state sponsors of terrorism.

To lift the crippling trade and fi-
nancial embargo the US slapped on 
Cuba in 1962, Mr Obama needs the 
approval of Congress – a difficult po-
litical battle with both houses current-
ly under Republican control. – AFP

Making connections:  
US-Cuba lines restored

THE United Nations’ top investiga-
tor on the use of torture has accused 
Washington of dragging its feet on his 
requested visits to prisons and refus-
ing to give him access to inmates at 
Guantanamo.

Juan Mendez said on March 11 that 
he had been waiting for more than 
two years for the US to provide him 
access to a range of state and federal 
prisons, where he wants to probe the 
use of solitary confinement.

He said the US State Department 
had been working to help him gain ac-
cess to the state prisons, but after two 
years of discussions he had yet to re-
ceive a positive answer.

“I fully expect the United States to 
secure invitations from state prisons 
for me, but also to be able to visit fed-
eral prisons as well,” he said.

According to Mr Mendez, “it is not 
rare” for prisoners in the United States 
to spend 25 to 30 years in solitary con-
finement, locked up in a cell with no 
human contact for between 22 and 23 
hours a day.

“It’s simply outrageous that it’s 

taking such a long time to provide 
access to American detention fa-
cilities,” said Jamil Dakwar, head of 
human rights at the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU).

According to the ACLU, more than 
80,000 people are held in solitary con-
finement in the United States on any 
given day.

Mr Mendez said he was particular-
ly concerned about the use of solitary 
confinement for underage offenders.

Solitary confinement for children 
“should never happen, even for a sin-
gle day”, he said. 

Mr Mendez also harshly criticised 
Washington for not providing him 
with “acceptable” access to the US 
military prison at Guantanamo Bay in 
Cuba, and to the 122 detainees still be-
ing held there.

Washington, he said, had invited 
him to visit the prison camp in 2012, 
but under “unacceptable” conditions.

Mr Mendez said he had declined 
the invitation and asked the United 
States to replace it with one he can  
accept, to no avail. – AFP

UN calls for Gitmo access

This undated picture released by North Korea’s official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) on March 10 shows North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un inspecting 
unit 1016 of Korean People’s Army (KPA) Air and Anti-Air Force at an undisclosed 
location in North Korea. Photo: AFP
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THE IMF handed Ukraine a US$17.5 
billion lifeline on March 11 as the 
United States agreed to send military 
aid to bolster its forces against pro-
Russian rebels – but stopped short of 
promising weapons.

The US also expanded the reach of 
its economic sanctions, targeting a Rus-
sian bank and separatist officials in east-
ern Ukraine – a move Moscow branded 
a “political provocation” that would only 
worsen the crisis.

The President of the Ukraine Petro  
Poroshenko welcomed the increased 
US support in the face of what he called 
the separatists’ “barbaric aggression”, 
despite Washington snubbing growing 
calls for arms and ammunition.

After a call with US Vice President Joe 
Biden and a meeting in Kiev with sympa-
thetic members of Congress, Poroshenko 
thanked the US for the offer to send 
military equipment – but not weapons – 
worth $75 million.

Ukraine has asked Western powers 
for weapons to help it fight the rebellion, 
but Washington remains cautious and 
key ally Germany remains flat-out op-
posed to supplying munitions.

White House spokesperson Josh 
Earnest said President Barack Obama 
was concerned that sending more 

weapons to an already unstable region 
would lead to greater bloodshed.

“The president is mindful of the 
fact that there is not a military solu-
tion to this problem,” he said.

“It is unreasonable to suggest that 
the United States would be able to 
provide enough military support to 
the Ukrainian military that they could 
overwhelm the military operations 
that are currently being backed by 
Russia.”

US officials said the package would 
include 230 Humvee vehicles, unarmed 
Raven drones, counter-mortar radars, 
night vision devices and various medi-
cal and communications gear.

Meanwhile, new US sanctions tar-
geted officials in the separatist self-
proclaimed Donetsk People’s Republic 
in Ukraine, as well as a Russian bank 
and a nationalist group.

The Russian National Commercial 
Bank has become the largest bank in 
Crimea since Russia seized the region 
from Ukraine last year.

Also listed was the Eurasian Youth 
Union, a nationalist Russian group said 
to recruit fighters to join the rebels.

Three officials of the pro-Moscow 
government of former Ukraine presi-
dent Viktor Yanukovych, who was  

overthrown in an uprising in February 
2014, were also added to US sanctions 
lists.

The sanctions freeze any assets the 
individuals and institutions hold on US 
territory and ban Americans from doing 
business with them.

Russia’s deputy foreign minister Sergei  
Ryabkov said Washington’s allegations  that  
Moscow   is  backing  separatist  movements  were 
“dreary and pointless”, as he slammed the new  
sanctions.

“It’s difficult to understand what is 
guiding the US Treasury Department 
and other authorities in introducing 
sanctions and expanding the sanctions 
lists,” he told the Interfax news agency.

“We see no logical link that would 
in some way explain such decisions, 
given Washington’s declaration that it 
is interested in the situation returning 
to normal.”

President Vladimir Putin’s Russia, 
meanwhile, denies allegations from 
Kiev and Western capitals that it has 
sent heavy weapons and thousands of 
troops to support the rebels.

The separatist conflict has killed 
more than 6000 people in 11 months 
– Ukrainian troops, separatist militia-
men, Russian “volunteers” and civil-
ians caught in the crossfire. – AFP

West boosts Ukraine aid 
An elderly woman wipes her eye as she stands in front of a damaged house in Nikishyne on March 11. Photo: AFP

The war in numbers
Syria’s war has killed more than 210,000 people, uprooted half the population and left the country in ruins since  
erupting four years ago.

Below are some key figures on the conflict that began with peaceful protests for reform but escalated into an  
all-out civil war, drawing foreign jihadists after a brutal crackdown on dissent.

Casualties 
The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which relies 
on a large network of activists and medics across the 
country, says that 210,060 people were killed between 
March 2011 and February 2015.

They included 65,146 civilians, of whom 10,664 were 
children.

Among the anti-regime fighters, 38,325 were Syrian 
rebels while 24,989 were foreign jihadists.

On the regime side, the dead included 45,385 sol-
diers, 29,943 militia fighters, 640 members of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah Shiite movement, and 2,502 Shiite militia-
men from other countries.

The Observatory says the toll is probably “much 
higher” but it is impossible to gather information in 
certain areas under regime and jihadist control.

It says about 20,000 people have also gone missing 
in Syria’s infamous jails.

Thousands more – combatants and civilians – have 
been taken hostage by groups including the Islamic 
State jihadist organisation.

Refugees and displaced
According to UN figures, 11.4 million people have fled 
their homes, of whom nearly 4 million have left the 
country.

Nearly 1.2 million have taken refuge in Lebanon – 
equivalent to more than a quarter of its population.

The actual figure is probably higher as many Syrians 
are unregistered.

Roughly 625,000 have taken refuge in Jordan, 
245,000 in Iraq and 137,000 in Egypt.

Turkey says it has accepted about two million.
Refugees are mired in poverty, health problems 

and growing tensions with local communities where 
they live in makeshift camps and difficult condi-
tions.

Inside Syria, 60 percent of the population of 23 mil-
lion is poverty-stricken, the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organisation estimated in September.

Up to 2.4 million children cannot go to school be-
cause of insecurity, the UN children’s agency says.

Economic consequences
Experts say the conflict has set Syria’s economy back 
by three decades, with half of the population unem-
ployed and most of the infrastructure destroyed. The  
International Monetary Fund says its gross domestic 
product has contracted by more than 40 percent. The 
war damage bill comes to some $31 billion, accord-
ing to official statistics. Oil production has dropped 
by 96 pc.

SAUDI Arabia has recalled its am-
bassador to Sweden, accusing it of 
flagrant interference in its internal 
affairs as the rift between the two 
countries deepens in the wake of 
Stockholm cutting military ties.

Riyadh said the March 11 move 
was in response to criticism of 
Saudi Arabia’s human rights record 
by Swedish Foreign Minister Mar-
got Wallstroem, which it said was 
“harmful to the kingdom”.

Her remarks, which Riyadh did 
not identify, were “flagrant interfer-
ence in internal affairs, which is not 
accepted in international conven-
tions”.

The foreign ministry added that 
because Ms Wallstroem’s comments 
do not “go well with amicable rela-
tions between countries, the king-
dom of Saudi Arabia has recalled 
its ambassador from Sweden”.

Swedish foreign ministry 
spokesperson Erik Boman said 
on March 11 “diplomatic relations 
are not broken, but Saudi Arabia’s  
ambassador has been recalled.”

The move comes amid a  
deepening rift in which Sweden 
cancelled a controversial military 
cooperation deal after Saudi Arabia  
prevented Ms Wallstroem from 
making a speech on human rights 
at the Arab League earlier this 
week.

Ms Wallstroem had been  
invited to the Cairo meeting in praise 
of her government’s decision in  
October to recognise a Palestinian 
state.

Her speech, published by the 
Swedish foreign ministry, men-
tioned neither Saudi Arabia nor 
her feminist foreign policy agenda, 
but stressed women’s and human 
rights.

“Freedom of association, as-
sembly, religion and expression 
are not only fundamental rights 
and important tools in the crea-
tion of vibrant societies,” it read, 
noting “Women’s rights do not 
only benefit women, but society 
as a whole.”

Saudi Arabia is the only coun-
try in the world where women are 
not allowed to drive.

The sexes are strictly segregat-
ed, women are required to dress 

in black from head to toe when  
outside the home and also still need 
permission from a male guardian 
to work and to marry.

Ms Wallstroem said “The expla-
nation we have been given is that 
Sweden has highlighted the situ-
ation for democracy and human 
rights and that is why they do not 
want me to speak.”

She has rarely commented on 
Saudi Arabia but, in January, criti-
cised the kingdom’s treatment of 
blogger Raef Badawi, who had been 
sentenced to 1000 lashes and 10 
years in prison for insulting Islam.

“One must protest against what 
are nearly medieval methods” of 
punishment, Ms Wallstroem said.

On March 10, a day after the 
Cairo incident, Sweden scrapped its 
10-year-old military deal with the 
Saudis in retaliation.

Saudi Arabia is the third-larg-
est non-Western buyer of Swed-
ish arms. In 2014, Riyadh bought 
equipment worth 338 million  
kronor (US$39 million).

Commenting on the military deal, 
Ms Wallstroem said “it’s a good and 
correct decision we have made.

“And I feel that when I speak 
about democracy and human 
rights, I do it with the support of 
the Swedish people,” she added.

Swedish Defence Minister Peter 
Hultqvist said only cooperation in 
medicine and gender studies would 
remain on offer.

“In practical terms, there is no 
military cooperation,” he told pub-
lic broadcaster SVT.

“What we have is an open invi-
tation to partake in medical and 
gender training, but the Saudi 
side has not shown any interest,” 
he added.

But taking a stance against 
Saudi Arabia risks Sweden’s  
credibility as a business partner, 
according to some centre-right 
opposition politicians and the 
Swedish business community.

“Foreign policy is not only about 
other countries,” right-wing daily 
Svenska Dagbladet wrote in an  
editorial, noting that Swedish in-
dustry “must be allowed to trade 
... even with dictatorships”.

–AFP

Saudi pulls ambassador  
over stoush with Sweden

DESPITE Western and Arab hopes he 
would be consigned to the dustbin of 
history, Syrian President Bashar al-As-
sad enters his fifth year of war with an 
increasingly tight hold on power.

Alarm over the sweeping expan-
sion of the Islamic State (IS) jihadist 
group in Syria and Iraq means that 
international priorities have shifted.

In the four years since the conflict 
erupted in March 2011, leaving more 
than 210,000 people dead, Mr Assad’s 
forces have succeeded in halting gains 
by Western-backed rebels and jihad-
ists seeking his overthrow.

While rights groups still regularly 
accuse Mr Assad of indiscriminately 
killing his own people, sending heli-
copters to drop crude barrel bombs, 
even the Syrian opposition no longer 
demands his resignation as a precon-
dition for peace talks.

“Statements from the US and from 
EU capitals indicate a de facto direct 
or indirect acceptance of Assad’s hold-
ing on to the presidency, and a search 
for some form of national unity coali-
tion that would include Assad as well 
as the non-jihadist opposition,” said 
Volker Perthes, director of the German 
Institute for International and Secu-
rity Affairs.

US Secretary of State John Kerry 
recently laid bare the shifting Western 
stance towards the Syrian leader.

Mr Assad “has lost any semblance 
of legitimacy”, Mr Kerry said.

“But we have no higher priority 
than disrupting and defeating Daesh,” he 
added, using an Arabic acronym for IS.

Mr Assad, seen briefly as a reformer at 
the onset of his rule nearly 15 years ago, was 
ostracised for his bloody repression of anti-
regime protests that began in 2011.

But in remarks that enraged the 
rebels, UN envoy Staffan de Mistura re-
cently described Mr Assad as “part of the 
solution” in Syria.

After suffering initial losses to rebels, 
Mr Assad has managed to stabilise the 
military balance and even make gains in 
some areas, thanks to significant support 
from the Lebanese Shiite militia Hezbol-
lah and the Iranian Revolutionary Guard.

Air strikes by the US-led coalition 
have piled pressure on jihadists who 
have flocked to the war-wracked country.

Today, the regime controls 40 percent 
of Syrian territory home to 60 pc of the 
population.

Almost all of Syria’s major cities – ex-
cept IS’s self-proclaimed capital Raqa 
and half of the second city of Aleppo  – 
are under government control.  – AFP

Assad keeps grip on power
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WASHINGTON

TWO police officers in the flashpoint 
US town of Ferguson were shot early 
yesterday during a new protest over 
the treatment of the black population 
by the mainly white police force, offi-
cials have confirmed.

One officer was shot in the face 
and the other in the shoulder as a  
protest rally outside the police station 
in the Missouri town was dispers-
ing, St Louis County police chief Jon  
Belmar told reporters.

“The police officers were stand-
ing there and they were shot. Just  
because they were police officers,” Mr 
Belmar told reporters at the scene, 
adding that the officers were alive and 
conscious.

This comes in the wake of the 
March 11 resignation of Ferguson’s 
embattled police chief Thomas  
Jackson, one week after a scathing US 
Justice Department report into the 
fatal shooting of the unarmed black 
teenager Michael Brown by one of his 
officers.

Mr Jackson is the latest  
prominent official in the St. Louis 
suburb to stand down, seven months 
after Mr Brown was shot and killed 
by white police officer Darren  
Wilson, igniting angry protests and a 
national debate about race and law 
enforcement.

“It is with profound sadness that I 
am announcing I am stepping down 
from my position of chief of police,” 
wrote Mr Jackson, who has been po-
lice chief since 2010.

His resignation – which was  
reported by the St Louis Post  
Dispatch as being welcomed by 

Mr Brown’s family – will take  
effect on March 19, he said, to  
allow “an orderly transition of  
command”.

In a brief statement, the City of Fer-
guson confirmed it had agreed “a mu-
tual separation” with Mr Jackson that 
would see him get severance pay and 
health insurance for a year.

The Justice Department report 
said it lacked sufficient evidence to 
prosecute Mr Wilson on federal civil 
rights charges over the August 9 death 
of 18-year-old Mr Brown after an alter-
cation on a quiet residential street.

But it condemned Ferguson’s 
city hall, police department and  
municipal court for racial bias in  
targeting its African-American majority 
as a means to generate revenue.

Mr Brown’s family has  
indicated it intends to file a civil law-
suit against Ferguson and Mr Wilson, 
accusing them of unlawful death.

“Michael Brown’s mother and  
father are relieved that actions are  
being taken to address the very  
disturbing findings in the Depart-
ment of Justice report,” family lawyer  
Benjamin Crump told CNN.

Mr Jackson is the fifth Ferguson 
official to resign in the wake of the  
Justice Department’s damning  
findings.

Others include Ferguson’s munici-
pal court judge, two long-time police 
commanders – including Mr Wilson’s  
supervisor – and, on March 10, its city 
manager.

Ferguson’s court clerk was  
fired over emails that smacked of 
racism.

Still in office is Ferguson Mayor 
James Knowles. He has promised root-
and-branch reforms in the community 
of 21,000, in which two in three resi-
dents is African American.

At a late afternoon press confer-
ence, Mr Knowles called Mr Jackson 
“an honorable man” who recognized 

that “the way to move forward was 
with someone else, and so he left.”

Mr Wilson, no longer with the 
overwhelmingly white Ferguson  
police force, said he shot Mr Brown 
after the youth – a suspect in a corner-
store shoplifting – tried to grab hold 
of his firearm.

Others insist that Mr Brown had 
put his hands up in a gesture of  
surrender when Mr Wilson opened fire.

A grand jury in November chose 
not to indict Wilson on murder or 
manslaughter charges, reigniting  
protests that sometimes turned  
violent. – AFP

A demonstrator is detained and arrested during a protest outside the Ferguson Police Department on March 11.  Protests 
erupted after the announcement of the resignation of police chief Tom Jackson earlier in the day. Photo: AFP

Two police shot in Ferguson unrest
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RAMALLAH

Pre-election jitters for Palestinians, as 
Israel prepares to head to the poll booth

A campaign billboard rotates showing Israeli Prime Minister and Likud party’s candidate Benjamin Netanyahu and Israeli 
MP Labour Party leader and co-leader of the Zionist Union party, Isaac Herzog on March 10 in Tel Aviv. Photo: AFP

PALESTINIANS throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip are hoping  
Israel’s general election will bring 
about change, but even if it does, 
many still doubt their lot will improve.

After decades of conflict, it has 
made little difference to them who 
leads Israel. Neither leftist nor right-
wing has achieved a comprehensive 
peace deal, with round after round of 
talks collapsing.

But people in the Palestinian terri-
tories are intrigued by the election in a 
country whose policies and occupation 
affect all aspects of their daily lives.

“It’s natural we would follow these 
elections, since they are being held 
in the country that occupies us and 
which every day kills or oppresses 
Palestinians,” said Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation official Mohammed 
Madani.

Since 1967, Israel has occupied the 
West Bank and Arab east Jerusalem, 
and it also controls two of Gaza’s three 
border crossings.

In the West Bank, Palestinians have 
to negotiate checkpoints manned by 
Israeli soldiers, and most people are 
not allowed to leave the coastal en-
clave of Gaza, which has been under 
Israeli blockade for eight years.

Under this pressure, President 
Mahmud Abbas declared last week he 
was willing to resume peace talks with 
“whoever” comes to power after the 
March 17 election.

Mr Madani echoed him, but also 
hinted that a change of leadership 
might be welcome, after talks with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
government broke down nearly a year 
ago.

“Whether the right or the left wins, 
what matters to us is the question of 
who will build peace,” he said.

“If that partner doesn’t emerge, 
that will mean the Israeli people don’t 
know that it’s in their interest” to elect 
a leader who does not “prioritise war”, 
Mr Madani said.

In a cafe in the West Bank city 
of Ramallah, waiter Bara, 23, felt 
things could be worse than under  
Netanyahu, who is seeking a fourth 

term.
“I’ve been reading about the Israeli 

election on Facebook, and even talk-
ing about it with friends,” he said.

“We know the future government 
might be even worse than the one now 
led by Netanyahu.”

Alternatives to Mr Netanyahu’s 
Likud include the ultra-rightwing 
Jewish Home, which opposes the  
creation of a Palestinian state.

But the latest opinion polls also 
show the centre-left Zionist Union 
gaining ground, sparking hopes of  
renewed peace talks.

Ramallah car salesman Adli al-
Rami hoped a new government would 
mean real change.

“If they get rid of Israel’s separa-
tion barrier [the concrete wall be-

tween the Jewish state and the West 
Bank], and slow just a little their set-
tlement building, we would welcome a 
new government,” he said.

However, Israel’s main parties 

have all focused their campaigns on  
internal socio-economic issues or 
perceived security threats posed by 
Iran and its allies.

Mr Madani was hopeful that the 

joint Arab Israeli list – the one party 
for whom peace with the Palestinians 
is a priority – could win more than its  
current 11 seats.

“If that happens, it will be more  
possible that colonisation [settlement 
building] and the occupation” of the 
West Bank will be debated in parlia-
ment

Baker Mohammed Ibrahim hoped 
for a “moderate government which 
could be a partner for peace so the two 
peoples can live” side by side.

“We hope that this time the Pales-
tinians will not pay in blood for the 
result of these elections,” he said.

In Gaza, the prospect of “paying 
in blood” takes on literal significance, 
after last summer’s 50-day war with 
Israel that killed about 2,200 Palestin-
ians, mostly civilians, and displaced 
100,000.

Gaza resident Rafiq Marshud 
winced at the prospect of another Net-
anyahu victory, saying; “Gaza will never  
benefit from Netanyahu or any far-right  
government.”

The Islamist Hamas movement, which 
controls Gaza, said the result would make 
no difference.

“We are weighing nothing on the 
results and will continue to treat the 
occupation [Israel] as an enemy,” 
spokesman Fawzi Barhum said.

“All the parties that have led Israel 
have wanted to annihilate the Pales-
tinian cause, colonise, and strengthen 
the Jewish character of their state, and 
all have practised violence and terror-
ism,” he said. – AFP

The  party line on Palestine
As Israel prepares for next week’s election, the question of the intractable conflict with the Palestinians has been con-
spicuous by its absence from most party campaigning. But it is an issue no Israeli government can afford to ignore as 
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza worsens and the Palestinian leadership advances legal and diplomatic action against 
Israel on the international stage. Here is an outline of the main parties’ positions on the issue:

Likud
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government held 
nine months of indirect talks with the Palestinians until 
the negotiations collapsed in April 2014.

In 2009, Mr Netanyahu became the first Likud lead-
er to agree to the establishment of a Palestinian state –  
albeit a demilitarised one – but a Likud  
statement this week suggested that stance had changed.  
Mr Netanyahu’s spokesperson denied any U-turn.

Mr Netanyahu has repeatedly ruled out a Palestinian 
demand for a state within the lines that existed before 
the 1967 Six Day War.

He has also rejected any notion of a Palestinian  
capital in annexed east Jerusalem, vowing that the city 
will never be divided and that Israel will hold onto the 
major settlement blocs in any peace deal.

“To speak of [territorial] concessions at this time ... 
is simply irrelevant”, a Likud spokeswoman told AFP.

Zionist Union
Likud’s main challenger, the centre-left Zionist Union, 
has pledged to pursue a political agreement outlining  
Israel’s permanent borders with the support of moder-
ate Arab states and the international community.

It would feature a demilitarised Palestinian state 
while Israel would retain sovereignty over the major  
Jewish settlement blocs as well as Jerusalem, with  
freedom of religion and access to all faiths guaranteed.

Palestinian refugees who fled or were forced out of 
their homes when the Jewish state was created in 1948 
would not be allowed to return to Israel.

The Union says it will prevent any action that “harms 
the possibility of reaching a political agreement” pledg-
ing to stop settlement construction outside major blocs.

Yesh Atid
Yesh Atid supports the creation of a Palestinian state, 
championing a “regional accord” with Arab states, but 
would make major West Bank settlements part of Israel.

It is willing to discuss “land swaps”, and would freeze 
settlement building during negotiations, but would not  
relinquish control of Jerusalem.

It would also not grant right of return to Palestinian 
refugees – a key Palestinian and Arab demand.

JewishHome
The far-right Jewish Home is completely opposed 
to “any kind of Palestinian state,” according to its  
manifesto.

Nor does it support a de facto one-state solution 
whereby Israel would incorporate the West Bank and 
its Palestinian population.

Party leader Naftali Bennett advocates a plan which 
would see Israel unilaterally annex swathes of the  
occupied West Bank and offer full citizenship to the 
100,000 Palestinians living there, who would be given 
full self-governance.

Mr Bennett opposed the most recent round of 
peace talks, and has described the Palestinian issue as  
“shrapnel in the buttocks”.

Joint (Arab) List
The Joint List, which unites the main Arab parties along 
with a Jewish-Arab faction, places more importance on 
the Palestinian question than any other party.

“For us it’s a major issue,” spokesperson Reut Mor 
told AFP.

Its platform calls for an end to Israel’s decades-long 
occupation and the establishment an independent Pal-
estinian state living beside Israel, with borders along 
the 1967 lines.

It also demands the right of return for Palestinian 
refugees, consistent with the position of the Palestinian 
leadership.

Yisrael Beitenu
Yisrael Beitenu, a hardline nationalist faction, does not 
oppose the creation of a Palestinian state but has ruled 
out the possibility of a bilateral peace deal in favour of a 
regional agreement with other Arab countries.

“Any agreement with the Palestinians must be part 
of an overall agreement that would include peace  
agreements with Arab states,” the party’s website 
says.

The party also backs the controversial idea of  
“transfer” which would see members of Israel’s Arab  
minority, “who identify with the Palestinians,” become 
part of the future state of Palestine. 

– AFP
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KAMAYUT, Diamond 
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600 
sqft, 1MBR, 2BR, 3A/C, 
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35 
Lakhs, Call Owner: 09-
518-8320

Housing for Rent
Very Nice Condo 
Room  Thiri Avenue, 
Taw Win Stre-et, 9 mile. 
Mayangone. 1350-sq ft, 
2 master bed room,  
1 bed room, Living room, 
shrine, dinning room,  
kitchen, Varandah 4th 
Floor, Lift, own car  
park, security and waste 
management. Fully 
Furnished. only for 
Foreigners, one year  basic  
contract. Phone- 09-5000- 
621, 01-200581

Hlaing Thar Yar, 
Punhlaing Ever Green 
Lake View Condo(C), 
702, 802, 2255 sqft, 2 
Bed Room, fully funict 
direct ph line + extation 
line, Negotiable Price. 
Ph: 09-730-26390, 
09-254311756, 01-
2304580.

BAHAN, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 rooms 
with toilet, 3 AC, 2 
Cable phones, internet 
available, wide car 
parking. US$ 2300 per 
month. Please contact 
:09-7944-40510, 09-
312-87827. 

condotel , Condo with 
hotel services: (1)1850 
sqft 1MBR, 1SR@ 
Bahan. 2800US$/ month. 
(2)1750sqft 2MBR, 
2SR@ Tamwe. 2800US$/ 
month. (3)1650 sqft 
1MBR,  2SR@ Tamwe. 
2800US$/ month. (4) 
1650 sqft 1MBR,  2SR 
@ Mayangon. 4000US$/ 
month.

(1)Near 50 St, 1200 
sqft, 1MBR, 1SR, fully 
furniture. USD 1200. (2)
Near Park Royal Hotel, 
1850 sqft , 2MBR, 1SR, 
fully furniture USD 3200. 
(3)Near Park Royal 
Hotel, 1875 sqft, Hall 
type ,1 1/2 storey, G flr, 
good for open shop, USD 
5800. (4)Near United 
Living Mall, 1200 sqft, 
2MBR, fully furniture 
USD 1500. (5)Pearl 
Condo, 1800 sqft, 2MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture, USD 
2500. (6)7 Mile, U Kyaw 
Hla St, 3 RC, Hally type, 
good for office, USD 
4000. (7) New University 
Avenue Rd, Ag Da Kong 
condo 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
1SR, fully furniture 
USD 2500. (8)New 
University Avenue St,  
1800 sqft, 2MBR, 1SR, 
fully furniture USD 2500. 
(9) Minda Ma condo, 
2200 sqft, 3MBR, fully 
furniture, USD 5000.  Ph: 
09-2527-0 3331.

Retail Shop Space 
Available, 250 sqft. 
Heavy foot traffic.   
Suitable for takeaway, 
beauty saloon and 
fashion shops. Bahan 
Township.Prominent 
Center. Ph:09-4303-0 
288. Email : slee888@
gmail.com 

Office Space 
Downtown, Modern 
office space at an 
affordable price.  1,356 
sqft, so would be large 
enough for staff and to 
facilitate a meeting room 
and a kitchen.  Located 
on the 11th floor it has 
24 hours security and 
a back-up generator. 
Price- $3,500. Ph :09- 
314-91678.

Bahan Condo: 
Conveniently located 
in Pearl condo, a 20 

minute drive from 
downtown or from the 
airport. There are many 
shops and restaurants 
in the building and the 
property can be used 
for both commercial and 
residential purposes. It 
has 2 master bedrooms, 
one single bedroom with 
one common bath and 
has 1,550 SF of living 
space with a great view.  
Price- $2,600. Ph:09- 
314- 91678

Bahan Affordable Single 
family home : off Sayasan 
Rd, in residential area, it 
is completely remodeled 
recently in western 
style. 3MBR, 2SR, 4 
bathrooms total with 
A/C in every room.  It 
has a nice lawn with 
space large enough for 
7-8 car parking. Home 
size is about 3500 sqft, 
land size is about 7,000 
sqft Price- $3,500. Ph : 
09 2543 82482.

bAHAN, Near Chatrium 
hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 Rooms 
with toilet, 3 AC, Cable 
phone, wide car prking, 
US$ 2150 per month. 
Ph:09-794440510, 09-
312-87827. 

Pabedan, 3rd Flr, 27th St 
(Middle), , 25'x50' (Lift), 
2SR, 1MBR, 2 aircon, 7 
Lakhs, Ph: 09-510-4881, 
09-730-73226. 

BAHAN, (1)Pearl Condo 
New Bld. 1600sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, f.f, 25 Lakhs. (2)New 
University Ave Rd, 2 Flr,  
40' x 60', 3MBR, 5A/C, Ph, 
f.f, 25 Lakhs, (3) Yankin 
Centre, 1705 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, Ph, 4A/C, f.f, 15 
Lakhs (5) New University 
Ave Lane, 2Flr, 22'x55', 
1MBR, 1SR, f.f, 15 Lakhs, 
Maureen: 09-518-8320.

Office Suites for 
Lease, Pearl Centre, 
Bahan Township, Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sqft available at 
affordable rates. Contact: 
09 430 30 288 slee888@
gmail.com

Brand New 3 bedroom 
Condominium on Strand 
Rd with beautiful Pagoda 
view. All rooms with brand 
new aircons. International 
standard renovation, high 
quality marble & teak 
timber floor. Partial/ fully 
furnished. Monthly rental 
US$2,900. (2).New 4 
bedroom condominium 
2000 sqft near Parkroyal 
Hotel for rent. Top quality 
renovation –6  Brand new 
aircons, beautiful marble 
floor, all bedroom high 
quality teak wood flooring.   
Partial/fully furnished.  
US$4000. Please call  
09-4210-50471 or email 
yangonproper t ies@
gmail.com for viewing.

CONDO, Near University 
avenue st & Yankin 
center,1200 sqft , 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture,USD 
2500. Near Chatrium 
hotel, 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, USD 
1500. Good for office and 
coffee shop,1200 sqft, G  
flr, hall type, inside 3 flat, 
USD 1800. Kandawgyi 
Condo, 1250 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, 
facing to Kandawgyi 
view. USD 2500. Driving 
from Sedona Hotel 10 
minutes, Chan dar gon 
young condo,  swimming 
pool, Gem, 5 stories, 
free car park, 1250 
sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, fully 
furniture, USD 1600. No 
need agent, Ph:09-250 
270 3331.

Sanchaung, 5th Floor, 
Tha Yett Taw St, 12.5' 
x  50', Hall Type. Other 
Inclusive:Sunshade & 
Iron Bars on all windows 
& doors. Negotiatable 

price: Ks 550 Lakhs.  Ph: 
09-500- 2313

Golden Valley, 7800 
Sqft, 3 stories, 5MBR, fully 
furnish, 5 car park, USD 
25000. Golden Valley, 
5600 Sqft, 2 stories, 
4MBR, USD 10000. 
Near Parami Rd & Kaba 
Aye Rd, 4500 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, Europeans house 
style  with lawn, 2 car 
park.USD 5000. Near 
USA Embassy & Seik 
Le Kanthar St, 6300sqft, 
2 stories,  2MBR, 2SR, 
semi furniture, USD 
7000. Near Weizayandar 
St, 3000Sqft, 3 stories, 
2MBR, 2SR, new building, 
semi furniture USD 5000. 
Ba Ho St, 6500 sqft, 2 
stories, 8MBR, USD 
10000. No need agent, 
Ph: 09-2570- 3331 

Heritage office space, 
Fully renovated office, 
based in a 100 year 
old heritage building in 
downtown Yangon on 
44th st. Total about 130 
m2 (including mezzanine 
& rooftop terrace) on 
the first floor. Separate 
entrance with impressive 
antique wooden 
staircase, high ceilings 
and many beautiful 
authentic finishing’s. Ideal 
for small organization 
(5-8 staff) looking for 
a representative and 
tasteful office space with 
character. 1500 Usd / 
month - 3 year contract 
& monthly payment 
possible. Available from 1 
February 2015. Contact: 
edwinbriels@gmail.com 
or 09-7319 9668

office space to let  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - Ph: 
0 9 - 2 5 2 3 - 5 9 3 5 5 .
Email : office-mm@
uniteammarine.com, 
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon 

Housing for Sale
EAST DAGON, VIP 11 
quarter, 40' x 60', Gayan, 

 550 Lakhs. Negotiable,  
Ph: 01-500064, 09-4480-
03146.

(1)Bahan, 483, Ayeyeik 
thar Condo (2-B), 
Ayeyeikthar 2nd St, New 
University Ave,, 2000 sqft, 
2nd flr, 2MBR, Kitchen 
Room, Living room, Fully 
decorated, Tile/ Parquet 
flooring, Own meter, Own 
generator/ Motor, Utilities 
fully equipped, Own 
car parking. Price 4950 
lakhs. (2)Sanchaung, 
39, Zayyathukha St, 4th 
Flr, 625 sqft, Hall type, 
Tile/ Parquet flooring, 450 
Lakhs. Tel: 09-513-5533, 
09-510-3053, 09-2505-
74308. 

TAUNG GYI, Bayar Phyu 
Quarter, 50' x 55', 150 
lakhs, Negotiable, Ph: 01-
500064, 09-4480-03146

Luxury Condo, 
Between Mahabandoola 
Rd & Merchant St, 
Nawarat Condo, Big 
car parking, Lift 5 no, 
security - Satellite TV 
System, firesafety, gym, 
Spa Room; Function 
Room, Libary , Coffee 
Lounge, 1450 sqft,  Ph 
:09-519-7133, 09-517-
3086 

Want to Hire
Expat working in 
Yangon looking for 
accommodation to share 
with other Expats. If you 
want to rent a bedroom in 
your house or flat please 
contact me through my 
email at biscay.world@
gmail.com

Education
LCCI Level 1 + 2 & 3, 
(Home teaching & old 
question prepare for 
exam) Ph: 09-4211-
34427.

Special for Math, 
Geometry, Algebra & 
Calculus. For Int'l  school 
(ISY, ISM, YIS & ILBC) 
Grade V to XII. If you 
want to be outstanding in 
Math, Please contact me. 
Tr.Kaung Myat BE(PE) 
Ph:09-731-42020, 09-
2533-70400, email : 
kaungmya too251@
gmail.com

Physics Tutor needed 
for year 12 international 
school student. Ph: 09- 
502- 2834.

English ( home tuition), 
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL. 
IELT.GCE, IGCSE. 
GMAT four skills . local  
& international  school 
English : English  for  
Japaneses children  
and  adult -  home  tuition 
courses  are  avail e  
now. You can contact to  
SayaU Kyi Sin (Mumyint  
Thar) Ph:09-4210-67-
375, www.kyisinplb.
blogspot.com

STUDY GUIDE, Need 
help with your studies? 
I can ensure that you 
have that extra time and 
attention you need to 
succeed. I am a qualified 
tutor, with stright A's in 
GCE A levels and four 
gears of experience, 
tutring students of Grade 
5 ~ 12, GCE O and A 
levels, Sat and IELTS. 
Ph: 01-253543, 09-519-
0543.

M ath   e mat   i c s 
Teaching : Students 
(Grade 1 to 9 from 
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon 
Academy, MIS & 
MISY) who are weak 
in Mathsand don’t 
know how to solve the 
problems. Guide : only 
Maths for IGCSE O 
Level students who will 
sit for the exam in 2015. 
DawNaingNaingAung, 
B.Com (Q), No. (6), 
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw, 
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 
09-500-4993.

guide for 2nd M.B.,B.S, 
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

PRIMARY - International 
school, Private school: Kg 
to Primary 4 home guide. 
Ph: 09-4200-33613.

IGCSE, GCE, SAT,  
PHYSICS. Saya U M 
T (since 1984). Ph: 09- 
730- 52859

English for international 
school students who want 
to practice or improve 
their English including 
literature and language 
art (principle of written 
English) for SAT . If you 
had tried as much as 
you can to follow the 

lesson and  you will get 
good experiences & skill.
This program will help 
you capability and fill 
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students 
can study in a small class. 
U Thant Zin, 28-3B, Thati 
Pahtan St, Tamwe, Ph:01- 
5035350, 09-3102-1314, 
09-3192-4423.

Expert Services
We do serve interpret 
E n g l i s h - C h i n e s e -
Myanmar for movies, 
project datas and files. 
Serving translate English-
C h i n e s e - M y a n m a r. 
Teacher Mr. William Lin 
(Taiwan) YUNAN DIP, 
IDCS, BM, TW CIVIL & 
IT TOP ONE (Interpreting, 
Translating & Teaching 
Language Class) Yangon. 
Ph: 09-4211-47821, 09-
79580-7548

TOUR GUIDE Service, 
If any prospective tour 
operator needs a licensed 
guide in English.  Please 
contact Mr David, 44 st, 3 
Flr, Natchanug , Tamwe. 
Ph: 09-30199028.

Union Mission, 
Computer Troubleshoot 
ing & Repair,Windows 
Os Installation, Anti Virus 
& Software Installation, 
Office & Internet Cafe 
Network Contracts, 
Wireless Networking 
Setup, Router & 
CPE Configuration, 
Server Installation & 
Configuration, CCTV 
System solutions 
&Installation service. 
Ph:09- 2527-06 016

Welcome to contact us 
for serving and translating 
your business cases. (1) 
Seminar, (2) Training 
(3) Projects. Contact ~ 
Teacher Mr. William Lin 
(Taiwan) 09-4211-47821

ZCL(Y.U.F.L),  Translation 
Service : Translate  from 
English to Myanmar, 
Myanmar to English.  Ph: 
09-2506-66325. email  
atar1990@gmail.com

Translating & 
Interpreting Service: Part 
time service for English to 
Burmese to English. For 
business Correspond ing, 
Emails, Faxs & letters. 
Conferences & business 
communities for Local 
companies and offices. 
Service offered in person, 
by phone and fax, mobile 
and emails.  Phone: 09-
2540-43372

Myanmar Access 
Int'l Co., Ltd provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme, HR Develop 
ment Programme, 
Hospitality Manage 
ment Programme, 
Project Management 
Programme, English 
Training Programme. 
If you are interested, 
please contact us at 
Ph: 09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or  email : 

zinminpon@gmail.com, 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

For Rent
Cars,  (Expert use 
only).  Mid size wagon. 
Now only350.000kyats 
per month with deposit 
for long term. company 
ID required. Call 09 730 
33776.

For Sale

AIR COMPRESSOR, 
Product type: GA 907.5, 
Serial number: ARP 
881188, Max. final 
pressure (e) ..  bar  7.5 
Interstage pressure (s) 
(e) .. bar, Motor power: 
kW....... 90 Max. speed: 
..... r/min.... 1500, Year of 
manufacture: .... 19 90, 
Made by Atalas Copco 
Airpower n.v. Wilrijk 
Belgium. Ph: 09-4217 
-44300

Red link Yadnapon 
internet, Ph:09-4217- 
44300.

Embassy's Furniture 
(second hand) Please 
contact Tel: (01)652-344, 
mobile : 09-503-3739 
Email: tztztz780@gmail.
com 

(1)Gallaway Golf Set, 
K 350,000/ (2)Washing 
machine (ELBA) (Twin 
Tub) model EF 5899 
(Thailand), Running 
condition. K 80,000/, Ph: 
09-500-9935, 09-254-
214-61, 09-7952-62542.

Apple Ipad Air 64GB 
+ Wifi + Cellular good 
condition with cover USD 
300 call 09-43440-4455

Language
A TWO MONTH English 
specking classes, 
Parents desiring to hire a 
tutor or send their children 
to teacher's classes 
(Tamwe/Downtown) are 
requested to contact 
soon. Limited learners 
only. Ph: 09-301-99028.

English for int'l school 
students who want to 
practice or improve 
their English including 
literature and language 
art (principle of written 
English) for SAT . If you 
had tried as much as you 
can to follow the lesson 
and  you will get good 
experiences and skill. 
This program will help 
you capability and fill your 

luck of knowledge..Middle 
school students can study 
in a small class. U Thant 
Zin, 28-3B,Thatipa Htan 
St, Tamwe. Ph:09- 503-
5350, 09-310-21314, 09-
319-24423

LEARN French, 
Myanmar, English and 
Tamil in a month. Limited 
seats. Ph: 09-30199028.

I’m an experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
over 6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me 
for an evaluation.  I’m a 
professional teacher who 
will help you improve 
your speaking, reading 
& writing skills. I use 
Singaporean text books 
& Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading & writing in 
Mandarin. Monday-
Sunday with a flexible 
schedule. I also teaching 
Myanmar language to all 
Foreigner. Ph : 095-9-
5162988

AN ex- English high 
school master is tutoring 
in English and Myanmar 
languages for individuals 
or a small group. For 
further details, pls phone: 
09-301-99028.

WITHIN 24 hours can 
make you confident 
in Myanmar language 
speaking scripts! Teacher 
Phyu Phyu Khin : 09-4930-
8926, phyuporcupine@
gmail.com, Add : 56/I, 
Thiri Marlar Lane, 7.5 
mile, Pyay Rd, Yangon.

"I am a professional 
Japanese & English 
Translator, 3 years of 
experience in translation 
& interpretation of docu 
ments from Japanese to 
English & vice versa. I have 
translated documents for 
many foreign companies 
.I am a Part-time teacher 
too.I have 2 years of 
experience in teaching 
Japanese, English & 
Myanmar to local people & 
foreigners. Also Myanmar 
language classes 
available for Japanese 
foreigners, English 
classes available for Hotel 
Employees & Japanese 
classes available for Local 
students. Ph: 09-4283-
50386 (jasmine5842@
gmail.com ). "

Teaching Myanmar 
language for adults  Near 
Myay Ni Gone City Mart, 
Sanchaung. Tel: 09-4200-
30782, 09- 972 148 283  
http://www.facebook.
com/ronald.large.92 

Teaching English for 
adults Near Myay Ni Gone 
City Mart, Sanchaung. 09-
4200- 30 782,  09-972148 
283

The FREE fun way to learn 
English.  mm.english-
attack.com  Promotional 
code for free account 
MFA2.  

U MYA HAN, French, 
English & Myanmar  
Classes. Ph: 09-731- 
74940

Travel
AMARA Car Rent, Saloon, 
Highway Express, 
Taxi, Cargo, Truck, 
Construction Vehicles, 7 
seats, 11 seats, 14 seats, 
22 seats, 33 seats, 45 
seats. amaravehicles@
gmail.com Ph:09-4500-
59037, 09-799-631775.

JPM Journeys Princess 
Myanmar Travel & Tours 
: Domestic & Int'l ticketion, 
Hotel accommodation 
bookings, Package 
tours, Visa on arrival, 
Publics buses, trains, 
river boats, Off the beaten 
track, Individually tailored 
incentive tours, Special 
event tours, Expert 
guides for all journeys 
princess Myanmar tours. 
Ph: 09-731-45835, 09-
252-030997. Email : jpm.
sales3@gmail.com, jpm.
rsvn@gmail.com

Training

Mandalay Computer: 
Computer for Kids, 
Basic Accounting for Job 
I-Office ,  Advanced Excel 
Course, DTP Course  
MYOB Software, Peach 
Tree Software, Window 
Shortcut Course, Email 
& Internet Course  Mp3, 
Mp4, Video Editing, 
Multimedia  Course. 
Ph:09-4440-11279(MDY)

Art Basic, Perspective, 
Interior Design, Exterior 
Design & Colour Theory. 
Learn Art 5 months to be 
a professional architect. 
Only 2 months for Special 
classes. Home tuition also 
available. New Vision Art 
Gallery and Center,No 
132 lift no: 4 Bagaya Rd, 
Sanchaung, Shann Lann  
Bus top, Ph: 09-2542-
57911

Public Notics
Physics Tutor needed 
for Year 12 International 
School student. Ph: 09- 
502-2834

Community Partners 
International, Yangon 
office relocated to the 
following address- No. 
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane, 
Parami  Road, Chaw dwin 
gone, Yankin Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph: + 
95 1 657909

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.
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UN Position
the United Nations 
Office on Drugs & Crime 
(UNOPC) is seeking (1) 
Agriculture Specialist 
(SC-7) - 2 Posts in 
Taunggyi : A University 
degree, preferable in 
Agriculture. 7 years 
technical experience in 
agriculture services. (2) 
Extensionist (Coffee/ 
Rubber/ Forestry) (SC-
6) - 5 Posts in (Hopong/ 
Loilem) : Secondary 
Education. University 
Degree preferable in 
Agriculture, Forestry 
or related field but it 
is not a requirement. 
For Secondary 
Education - 6 years of 
technical experience. 
For University degree 
holders - 3 years of 
technical experience. 
( 3 ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant (SC-4) - 1 
Post in Taunggyi. For 
Secondary Education 
- Minimum Degree is 
desirable. (4)Project 
Assistant (SC-4) - 2 
Posts in Taunggyi. 
R e q u i r e m e n t s : 
Secondary Education. 
University Degree 
is desirable but not 
a requirement. For 
Secondary Education - 
4years of experience. 
For University Degree - 
2 years of experience in 
administrative, logistics 
management. (5) 
Driver (SC-2) - 4 Posts 
in Taunggyi : Secondary 
Education & a valid 
driving license. 2 years 
of experience r. (6)Field 
Assistant (SC-1) - 3 
Posts in village based 
(Hopong/ Loilem) : 
Secondary Education. 
1 year of relevant 
experience. (7)Heavy 
Machine Operator (SC-
2) - 2 Posts in Taunggyi/ 
Hopong : Secondary 
Education. 2 years of 
experience relevant to 
the duty. Candidates 
should clearly indicate 
the post title in their 
application. Application 
must include a cover 
letter, current CV, copies 
of relevant academic 
qualification certificates, 
and a recent passport 
photo.  Application should 
be address to UNODC, 
11A, Maylikha Rd, Ward-
7, Mayangone, Yangon. 
Email: fo.myanmar@
unode.org. Closing date: 
17, March 2015.

The United Nations 
World Food Programme, 
seeking Programme 
Officer  (REACH 
National Facilitator)  NO-
C, Nay Pyi Taw. For more 
information, please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please Email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
19 March 2015.

Ingo Position
myanmar Red Cross 
Society is seeking HR 
Officer (Compensation 
& Benefit) 1 post in 
Nay Pyi Taw/ Yangon 
: Myanmar National. 
University Degree & 
relevant diploma or 
cetificates. 3 years 
of experiences. Well 
development computer 
skills, with demonstrated 
competence in Excel, 
Word & Power Point 
(English and Myanmar), 
Page Maker. Red 
Cross Volunteers are 
preferable. Please send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society Head 
Office, Yazathingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. Or 
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, Closing date: 
16-3-2015.

myanmar Red Cross 
Society is seeking HR 
Training Officer 1 
post in Nay Pyi Taw: 
Myanamr Naitonal. 
University Degree in 
Social Work, Education, 
Administration or other 
relevant area. Effective 
command of English and 
Myanmar especially in 

spoken, writing & typing. 
Red Cross Volunteers 
are preferable. Please 
send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society Head 
Office, Yazathingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. Or 
mrcshrrecuritment@
gmail.com Closing date: 
18-3-2015.

( 1 ) L o g i st  i c s 
Development Officer 
(NayPyiTaw) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red  Cross  Society  (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

(1) Branch Project 
Officer  (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (2)Program 
Coordinator (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon)1 Post 
(3)Program Assistant 
(Myitkyina) 1 Post (4) 
Program Support 
Officer (NayPyiTaw / 
Yangon) 1 Post. Please 
send  application letter, 
CV & related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

(1) Branch Project 
Officer (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (2) Program 
Coordinator (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post 
(3)Program Assistant 
(Myitkyina) 1 Post (4) 
Program Support 
Officer (Nay Pyi Taw / 
Yangon) 1 Post: Please 
send application letter, 
CV & related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

(1)Admin Assistant 
(Malaria) 1 Post  
Taunggyi. Please send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www. 
myanmar redcross 
society.org.

Nay Pyi Taw (1)WASH 
Coordinator 1 Post 
(2)WASH Hardware 
Specialist 1 Post (3) 
Project Coordinator 
(CPP) 1 Post (4)Clerk 
(1) (NPT/Ygn) 3 Posts 
Maikai Tsp (Southern 
Shan) (5)Field Supervi 
sor (Malaria) 1 Post. 
Taunggyi (6)Admin 
Assistant (Malaria) 
1 Post. Please send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Of f i ce )Yaza t ingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org.

( 1 ) En  g i n e e r 
(Consultant for 
Renovation Health  
Facilities Assessment) 
2 Posts (Mindat/Matupi-
chin state) Deadline : until 
candidate indentified. 
Please send  application 
letter, CV and related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

(1)Branch WASH 
Officer 3 Posts Mogok, 
Sagaing,Matupi-chin 
state) Please send  
application letter, CV 
& related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 

Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
myanmar redcross 
society.org.

(1)Medical Doctor 
(Sittwe) 1 Post (2)
Restoring Family 
Links Officer (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
(3)Township Branch 
Project Officer - 1 post 
(4)Development & 
Liaison Officer - 1 post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org

Local Positions
KH Hotel Yangon is 
currently seeking self 
motivated, dedicated 
and potential candidates 
for the following posts; 
(1)Sale & Marketing 
Manager  - M/F 2 posts 
: University graduate, 
Excellent  English 
communication skill, 
written & spoken, 3 years 
experience in relate 
field, Good personality. 
(2)M&E Technicians - 
M 3 Posts : Must have 
related certificates or 
Diploma or B.Tech, 2 
years experience in 
hospitality industry, 
Must work shift duty. 
Interested candidates, 
please submit CV with 
relevant documents to 
KH Hotel : 28, 7 Miles, 
Pyay Rd, Mayangone,  
Yangon. Ph: 01-652989, 
01-653358, 01-653359.

We, Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation for Freedom 
Myanmar Office, 
are looking for one 
Programme Manager, 
one Media Officer 
and one Programme 
Assistant. If you are 
interested, please visit 
our website at http://
www.fnfasia.org/gallery/
fnfmyanmar/ or contact 
Biak-Hlei.Sung@fnst.
org. The application 
forms will be accepted 
only until 22nd March, 
2015.

JAPFA COMFEED 
Myanmar Pte Ltd is 
seeking (1)Senior 
Accountant : B.Com 
(or) CPA, Age under 
50, Have knowledge 
& experience on tax & 
regulation of Myanmar, 
(2)Accountant : B.Com 
(or) LCCI level 3, 3 years 
experience, Computer 
literate and accounting 
knowledge (3)Chief 
Finance : B.Com, 4 years 
experience, Knowledge 
& experience on cash 
& finance, Knowledge 
on banking sustem. 
(4)Office staff : Any 
graduate, Computer 
literate (Microsoft office), 
(5)Driver : 3 years 
experience in driving, can 
drive for ferry / foreigner, 
English literate.  Contact 
01-652536, 652544, 
or submit CV to 37, 
Kabaaye Pagoda 
Rd, Inya lake Hotel 
Compound, East Wing.

SITUATION WANTED, 
A Freelance Licensed 
guide (Eng/    ) Wishes 
to serve in any position 
with any reputable tour 
agency. Prospective 
employers may contact 
soon. Ph: 09-301-99028.

DVB Multimedia Group 
Co., Ltd is seeking  Team 
development Lead : 
Fluency in both English 
& Myanmar language, 
2 ~ 4 years working in 
a quota- driven sales 
environment, 2 ~ 4 years 
working in an office/
business environment 
(multi-national company 
expsrience a plus), 2 ~ 
4 years managing office 
or sales staff, 1 ̀  2 years 
working with structured 
sales process steps & 
practices, 1 ~ 2 years 
working with MS office 
programs and email 
communications, 1 ~ 
2 years working with 
sales reporitng tools 
and / or CRM software. 

DVB has a competitive 
compensation package. 
Intersted candidate may 
submit CV and cover 
letter to admain@dvb.
no.  

SALES DIRECT Co, Ltd 
iss a local integrated 
logistics, sales & 
distribution enterprise 
representing various 
top international brands 
in the FMCG,Healthcare 
& Sanitization Sector. 
We have representative 
offices, in Korea, 
Malaysia, Singapore and 
Thailand & due to our 
rapid expansion plans 
in Myanmar, we seek 
talented, independent, 
motivated and ambitious 
personnel for the 
following positions in 
Yangon & Mandalay. (1)
HRExecutive - M/F 2 
Posts : Any graduate or  
HR certificate, Age 22 ~ 
28, Can speck English,  
2 years experience. 
(2)Sales& Marketing 
Manager - M/F 2 Posts: 
Any graduate, Age 30~ 
40, 4 years experience, 
Can speak English, (3)
Sales Executive - M/F 
20 Posts : Any graduate, 
Age 25 ~ 40, (4)Sales 
Promoter - M/F 40 Posts 
: Any graduate, Age 20 ~ 
30, 2 years experience 
(5)Sales Admin - M/F 
3 Posts : Any graduate, 
Age 20 ~ 30, 1 year 
experience . (5)Admin 
Assistant - M/F 1 
Post : Any graduate, 

Age 20 ~ 28, 2 years 
experience. (6)Driver 
- M 5 Posts : Age 25 ~ 
45, 3 years experience. 
Please submit CV form, 
Photo with necessary 
documents to No 5, Min 
Ye Kyaw Swar St, East 
Dagon Myo Thit, Near 
7/8 Junction, Ph: 01-
8010936, 01-8010654, 
Closing date 14.3.2015

NITIPON is seeking (1)
Shop Manager - F 1 
post in Mandalay : Must 
have management 
skills, experience for 
customer service, 
Graduated, Good 
English communication, 
Age 28 ~ 35, Sign in 2 
years contract, (2)Sales 
- F 2 posts in Yangon : 
Basic knowledge of 
English & understanding 
skill, Any graduate, 
Age 18 ~ 30, For all 
posts : Expesrience in 
cosmetic field/service 
filed, Salary negotiable, 
Please send resume with 
supporting documents to 
sabaephyu26@gmail.
com 

KELVIN CHIA Yangon 
Ltd* is a foreign legal 
consultancy firm. We 
invite motivated and 
committed individuals 
who are able to work 
as: Account cum Admi 
nistrative Assistant : 
Good written and spoken 

communication skills in 
English. Must be well-
organized, meticulous, 
have initiative & execute 
instructions promptly. 
Accounting background 
& experience preferred. 
Interested applicants are 
invited to send their full 
resume together with a 
recent photograph to 
ppo@kcyangon.com  
we regret that only 
shortlisted candidates 
will be notified.

Companies who are 
looking for Singapore 
telecommunications, 
Computers, Computer 
networks and Electronic 
products. Please 
drop me an email, 
message or contact me. 
Chris WongHP: +65 
81202496YgnSing@
hotmail.com

We are  seeking find 
staff in Yangon for 
expand our business. 
(1). Sale executive 
: English skill,  Man , 
have driving licene. (2). 
Secretary : English 
language. Please 
contact to our email for 
send CV/ Resume  at 
zupasit@gmail.com 

WE are seeking 
Limousine drivers, 
full time, 6 days week, 
starting from K 350,000, 
Must speak Englih or 
other foreing language, 
Minimum 3 year driving 
experience. Contact : 
09-4201-65678, 09-519-
7354, 09-4317-9011.

aung Chan Tha Trading 
Co., Ltd. is seeking (1)
Sales Executive - M 5 
Posts:  Any graduate, BE 
or B Tech (Mechanical) 
is preferable. 3 years 
experience. Age 25~30. 
(2)Sales Executive - 
M 5 Posts  (Industrial 
Dept) : Any graduate: 
Preferable BE or B Tech 
(Mechanical). Age 25~30. 
(3)Sales Engineer - M 10 
Posts (Sales Dept) :  Any 
graduate: Preferable 
A.G.T.I or B Tech). Age 
20~25 (4)Engineer 
Trainee - M 15 Posts 
(Sales & Industrial Dept) : 
BE, B Tech or AGTI (Fresh 
Graduate), Age 20~25. 
(5)Senior Engineer - 
M 10 Posts (Service & 
Industrial Dept) : Any 
graduate,    Preferable BE 
or B Tech (Mechanical). 
Age 25~35. (6)PSSR - 
M 10 Posts (Spare part 
& Industrial Dept) : Any 
graduate, Preferable BE 
or B Tech (Mechanical). 
Age  25~35. (7)Local 
Purchaser - M 3 Posts 
(Spare part Dept) Any 
graduate, Preferable BE 
or B Tech (Mechanical). 
Age 25~30. (8) Machanic 
Helper / Tool Room - 
Store  - M 5 Posts : 1 year 
experience Age 25~30. (9)
Office Driver - M 5 Posts 
: 5 years experience. Kha 
- valid driving license. 

Age 30~40. Please 
email covering letter, 
CV,  2 passport photo 
& photocopies of the 
graduation certificates, 
national registration 
card, labor registration 
card, police clearance, 
household census 
list to Aung Chan Tha  
Trading Co., Ltd :HR 
Manager, 54, Kaba 
Aye Pagoda Rd, Near 
Nawaday Intersection, 
Mayangone, Yangon, 
Email: hr.aungchantha@
gmail.com within 2 weeks.

TRAVEL companies 
is looking for Senior 
travel assistant cum 
authorized tourist 
guide, wth three foreign 
languages, may please 
contact to 09-301-99028.

SMEC Myanmar is seeking 
(1)Senior-Government 
liasion & stakeholder 
Specialist: 15 years of 
experience in leading. 
Conducting in leading, 
conducting & organising 
stakeholder consultation. 
( 2 ) E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
imapct Asscessment 
Specialist : 10 years 
experience in environ 
mental & social impact 
assessment & related 
filelds. (3)Hydrology, 
Sediment & Water 
Qaulity Specialist : 
tertiray qualifications in 
environmental sciences 
or water resources 
engineering knowledge 
& experience in 
environmental & social 
impact assessments. 
For all posts : Based 
in Yangon but frequent 
tavel to shan state. Please 
email applications & any 
enquiries to myanmar@
smec.com by Feburary. 
Ph : 01-8603578.

myanmar Travel is 
seeking 3 Tour Operation 
& Reservation 
(Myanmar Citizen only) : 
1 year experience as Tour 
Operator for the inbound 
travel  company. Fluency 
in English both speaking 
& writing. Possess 
computer proficiency: 
Microsoft office, Excel. 
Interested person send 
CV (with photo attached) 
to Ma Nway Nway Eai, 
Country Manager, Email: 
resal@myanmartravel.
com, Ph: 09-430-74201.

Myanmar Food 
Co., Ltd is seeking (1).
Brand manager (2).HR 
assistant - M/F 1 post (3).
Store Keeper - M/F (4).
Service Provider - M/F 
20 posts (5).Customer 
Service Executive 
(Hostess) M/F 2 posts 
(6).Admin Executive - 
M/F 1 post (7).Quality 
Control - M/F 1 post (8).
Service Engineer - M 1 
post . Plese cubmit to 
Myanmar Food Co., Ltd , 
ph: 09- 730- 99383, mfft.
hr@gmail.com 

 Myanmar Lifestyle 
Co.ltd, is seeking (1). 
Marketing Manager 
- M/F 1 post (2).Retail 
Operation Manger - M/F 
1 post (3).Brand Manager 
- F 3 posts (4).Sales & 
Marketing Operation 
Assistant - F 1 post (5).
Admin Executive - M/F 
1 post (6).Operation 
assistant     - M/F 1 post 
(7). Graphic Designer - 
M/F 1 post :  Age  20 ~ 
35,   1 year experiences. 
Please submit to  
Myanmar Lifestyle Co. 
Ltd., Ph:+95 9 3361 
1110, sevenfridaymm@
gmail.com 

(1) Trainee Accountant 

- M/F 1 Post (2) 
Assistant Accountant- 
M/F 1 Post (3) Senior 
Accountant- M/F 1 Post 
(4) Office Secretary / 
Executive Secretary- 
F 1 Post (5) Estate 
Coordinator - F 1 Post 
(6) Technical Assistant  
– M 1 Post. For all posts 
must be speak  English. 
Please submit CV with 
necessary documents 
to 17, Shwe Tha Pyay 
Yeik Mon 2, Nawarat St, 
10 South/North quarter, 
Thaketa.Email :wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com  Ph: 09-4211-66892

INTER GROUP of 
companies is seeking 
( 1 ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant - F : Degree 
Holder, 3 years  
experience, Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate. (2)Accounts 
Executive - M/ F :ACCA 
or B.Com, 3 years 
experience in full set of 
Accounts preparation, 
Experience in MYOB, 
Great team player with 
excellent communication 
& interpersonal skills, Able 
to multi-tasks and meet 
tight reporting deadlines, 
Excellent in English, 
Computer literate, Willing 
to travel overseas for 
training and must hold 
valid passport. Please 
submit detailed CV in 
person or by email, stating 
your current & expected 
salary, date of availability, 
reason for leaving and a 
recent passport photo to :  
7(D), 1st Flr, 6 Miles, Pyay 
Rd, Hlaing, Yangon, Tel: 
09-731-05353, 09-7310 
5340 Email:hr-ygn@
icononline.net 

(1)Marketing Manager 
- F 5 posts must be 
interesting in real estate  
business,  Age between 
25 to 35, good looking 
(2)Computer - F 3 posts 
word, Excel, page maker, 
photo shop (3)Driver - M 3 
posts 5 years license, Age 
between 30 ~ 45 years 
old. contact : 09-4201-
14749, 09-4211- 77105.

wanted Office Staff. 
Must be graduated. 
Fluent in English, Good 
knowledge in MS word/ 
excel. Able to work in 
door/ out door. Interested 
person apply CV to 
No.243, 4th Flr, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Middle Block, 
Kyauktada, Tel: 09-420 
731246.

A restaurant is 
looking for a general 
manager. 300,000 - 
450,000 ks/month & 5% 
profits, cookiehustler@
gmail.com, 09-9729-
93330

Turquoise mountain  
is seeking experienced 
architect (individual 
or practice) required to 
under take full measured 
and condition survey of 
historic building. Please 
contact, email: harry@
turquo isemount ian .
orgtel: 09-979-786 575.

English speaking 
& writing staff for 
English magazine. 
cnucontents@hanmail.
net ph: 09-4500-65916

GYMBOREE PLAY 
& Music is seeking  
Marketing :  at least 1 year 
experience, Good English 
speaking, Basic computer 
skill,    Good character & 
responsibility. Job Details: 
to initiative business 
development activities. 
Conduct market research 
Contacting prospects, 
negotiation and clients 

visit. Job Location: Pearl  
Condo, Kabar  Aye  
Pagoda Rd, Yangon. 
Type of Employment: Full 
time. About the company: 
Gymboree Play & Music 
is the world’s leading 
parent-child interactive 
play, music and arts 
program for children ages 
newborn to five years. 
Address : Block C, Pearl 
Condo, 2 Flr, Bahan. Ph: 
09-259-999113.

Exo Travel is seeking (1)
French Speaking Travel 
Consultant : 2 years 
experience in Tourism 
Industry or Related field, 
Pro-active, team spirit, 
good organisational & 
problem solving skill, 
Strong sales & customer 
service focus, Possess 
computer proficiency 
: MS office, Excellent 
command of written & 
spoken in French. (2)
English Speaking 
Travel Consultant : 2 
years experience, Pro-
active & Team spirit, 
good organizational 
and problem solving 
skill,  Excellent inter 
personal skills & 
communication skills, 
Strong sales & customer 
service focus, Possess 
computer proficiency. 
Good communication 
in English. (Only those 
with a genuine interest 
in joining a professional 
travel company for 
long-term commitment 
need apply.). Please 
send a detailed resume 
mentioning the reason 
of leaving and attached 
recent photo and other 
relevant documents to HR 
Manager at memecho@
exotravel.com. 

Golden Hill Tower is 
seeking F&B Manager 
- M/F 1 post : Proficient 
in English four skills. 
Proven experience using 
computers especially 
Office Application. A 
university degree holder. 
2-3 years experience. 
Excellent interpersonal 
& communication skills. 
Able to work under 
pressure. Commencing 
Salary –US$600 Please 
submit to HR Dept of 
Golden Hill Tower No. 
24-26, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan.

Bulgogi Brothers 
Korean BBQ Restaurant 
is seeking (1)Kitchen 
Staff - M/F 15 posts (2) 
Service Staff - M/F 15 
posts (3)Cashier - F 
2 posts (4)Driver - M 
1 post. All post have 
basic English and work 
experience in smilar field. 
No.135/5, Mawyawaddy 
Lane, 8.5 Mile, 
Mayangone, Yangon. 
Ph: 01-667061, 09-796-
307128, 09-730-90465. 
Email: bulgogibrothers.
myanmar@gmail.com

Yangon International 
School (YIS) is looking 
for candidates for the 
following position. 
Teacher Assistant 
Requirements: A 
bachelor degree holder, 
good command of both 
English and Myanmar 
languages and ability 
to work with expat 
teachers. Please send 
a CV & a brief cover 
letter to twphyo@
yismyanmar.com or 
YIS, 117, Thumingalar 
Lannmagyi, Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun, 
Yangon.  Ph : 01 578171, 
01 573149. The position 
is open until filled.

Loikaw and Taungoo Project

(a)	 Mechanical Engineer = 1 male each for project (total =2 male)
	 Minimum 10 years experience required for mechanical systems 

such as plumbing, sanitary, airconditioning and ventilation, fire pro-
tection system and medical gas system etc.
•	 Auto CAD drawings skill required
•	 English language able to use fluently
•	 CV, photograph 1 no. require

(b)	E lectrical Engineer = 1 male each for project (total =2 male)
	 Minimum 10 years experience required for electrical system such as 

electrical distribution, lighting and power, public address, fire alarm, 
telephone, data, lighting protection, MATV system etc.
•	 Auto CAD drawings skill required
•	 English language able to use fluently
•	 CV, photograph 1 no. require

CV to submit recruitment@snk.com.mm not later than 28 March 2015.

 

Limousine Drivers 
- Full Time
- 6 days week
- starting from Ks 350,000, Per month
- Must speak English or other Foreign
  Language.
- Minimum 3 yrs driving experience. 
Contact No:09-4317-9011, 09-4201-65678,
                    09-519-7354, 	                      

 VACANCY  ANNOUNCEMENT



32 Sport THE MYANMAR TIMES  March 13, 2015

Boxing

Football

Pacquiao and Mayweather  
face to face for first time  

Gazza tells court 
hacking ‘ruined my life’

M anny Pacquiao and 
Floyd Mayweather met 
eye to eye on March 11 
for the first time since 
their May 2 mega-fight 

was announced, as Hollywood rolled 
out the red carpet for the richest bout 
in history.

“It’s been a long road but we’re here 
now,” said the unbeaten Mayweather, 
as the countdown began to an eager-
ly awaited welterweight world title 
showdown in Las Vegas that has been 
a long – and at times fraught – five 
years in the making.

Filipino ring icon Pacquiao coun-
tered, “The fight is on and we’re very 
excited. Both of us will undergo hard 
training, and we will do our best on 
May 2 to make you happy.”

The celebrated duo seemed relaxed 
as they posed and chatted for a phalanx 
of about 600 media representatives who 
were recording their every move.

“On May 2 I have a tough test,” 
Mayweather said. “Manny Pacquiao is 
a good fighter. I can’t see how it will 
play out, I am not a psychic. But you 
best believe I will be in top shape and 
the best I can be.”

The American, clad in a dove gray 
suit and pale striped shirt with dia-
mond cufflinks winking, showed only 
rare glimpses of his “Money” May-
weather swagger – he did predict he 
would emerge with his unblemished 
record intact.

“I believe in my skill. I believe in 
myself,” said Mayweather, who puts a 
record of 47-0 with 26 knockouts on 
the line.

Pacquiao, 57-5 with two drawn 
and 38 knockouts, wore a darker suit 
and tie, and displayed his usual quiet 
confidence in a cavernous auditorium 
normally reserved for pop concerts 
and Hollywood A-listers.

“I believe I will win on May 2,” said 
the down-to-earth 36-year-old south-
paw, who has won world titles in an 
unprecedented eight weight divisions.

Pacquiao’s Hall of Fame trainer 
Freddie Roach couldn’t resist a few 
jabs at Mayweather, who turned 38 in 
February.

“His legs are little bit shot,” Roach 
said. “He is going to have to exchange 
more. He has to exchange more be-
cause his legs won’t take him out of 
the way. If he has to exchange with 
Manny Pacquiao he is in trouble.”

Mayweather made little impact with 
his own somewhat half-hearted attempt 
to get into Pacquiao’s head with a refer-
ence to the defeats on his resume.

“When you lose, it’s in the mind,” 
said Mayweather, widely considered 
boxing’s pound-for-pound king. “From 
day one, I was taught to be a winner.”

“I’ve never wanted to win a fight 
so bad in my life,” said Mayweather, 

projected to make an eye-watering 
$120 million. Pacquiao will pocket $80 
million.

Previous bids to put together a 
fight between the two – most notably 
in late 2009 – had run aground over 
various issues, including division of 
the purse, drug testing protocol and 
animosity between Mayweather and 
Pacquiao promoter Bob Arum. – AFP

Paul Gascoigne on March 11 told the 
High Court in London that phone hack-
ing by a newspaper group had driven 
the former England football star to alco-
holism and destroyed his life.

Gascoigne, 47, said he was afraid 
to speak to his family, lost friends he 
thought were betraying him and spent 
£80,000 (US$120,000) on counter-sur-
veillance equipment.

“I would like to trade my mobile 
phone in for a coffin because these guys 
have ruined my life. I have no life,” the 
ex-Tottenham and Lazio midfielder said.

A series of high-profile figures are 
giving evidence at the High Court as it 
determines what compensation should 
be paid by Mirror Group Newspapers to 
people whose voicemail was intercepted 
by its journalists.

MGN publishes the Daily Mirror, 
Sunday Mirror and Sunday People na-
tional tabloids, the chief competitors to 
media baron Rupert Murdoch’s British 
tabloid stable.

“I knew I was getting hacked by the 
Mirror. This continued for ages,” Gas-
coigne told the court.

“I changed my mobile. It happened 
again so I kept on changing mobiles, five 
or six times a month.”

Gascoigne, who is complaining 
about 18 articles – all accepted to have 
been the product of illegal activity – 
said: “I was scared to speak to anybody 
... my parents, my family and kids. It was 
just horrendous.

“And people can’t understand why I 
became an alcoholic.”

The 1990 World Cup star’s evidence 
was not challenged by MGN’s lawyer.

In a written statement to the court, 
Gascoigne said he did not speak to his 
family for almost two years and refused 
to spend Christmas with them because 
he thought they had betrayed him by 
leaking private information.

“It is very sad to me that a lot of dam-
age has already been done to my family 
that cannot easily be fixed,” he said.

Last month the Daily Mirror printed 

an apology, accepting voicemails had 
been “illegally accessed” in the past, 
with the information obtained used in 
stories.

Murdoch shut the News of the World 
in 2011 as public and political outrage 
exploded at revelations of phone-hack-
ing at the Sunday tabloid.

The scandal sparked a press ethics 
inquiry and a mammoth police probe 
which has seen journalists jailed. – AFP

‘I would like to trade 
my mobile phone in 
for a coffin because 
these guys have 
ruined my life.’

Paul Gascoigne 
Ex-footballer

Tickets for the long-awaited superfight will cost between US$1,500 and $7,500, say organisers but it is unclear how many will go on sale to the public. Photo: AFP
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Swapping bronze for silver
M YANMAR’S Hockey Fed-

eration has set their 
sights on a silver medal 
in the 28th edition of the 
Southeast Asian Games, 

to be held in Singapore this June, but 
will not compete in the women’s com-
petition.

“In the 27th Games we won Bronze 
in both the male and female events. 
This year we want to go one step bet-
ter,” U Lu Lu Htaw, vice president of 
the Myanmar Hockey Federation told 
The Myanmar Times.

“Budget constraints mean we will 
compete only in the men’s competi-
tion,” said U Lu Lu Htaw. 

As part of their preparations, the 

Ministry of Sport has supported costs 
for the men’s hockey team to travel 
to Malaysia for a training camp and 
warm-up games against sides from the 
region’s stronghold for the sport. 

The Myanmar stickmen will com-
pete in 17 friendly matches during 
their time in Malaysia, playing against 
high-level club sides, university and 
academy sides and the Malaysian na-
tional team. 

“We went on a similar joint training 
mission before the 2013 SEA Games. 
We developed lots of vital experience 
and it was instrumental in achieving 
the bronze medal,” said U Lu Lu Htaw.

“This year’s Myanmar team con-
sists 70percent of players who did not 
compete in the last SEA Games. This 
is a new generation, so we will train 
again with hopes of a silver.”

KYAW ZIN HLAING
kyawzinhlaing.mcm@gmail.com

Myanmar’s hockey team at Yangon International Airport, ready to depart for Malaysia. Photo: MHF/Facebook

2018 FIFA World Cup 
qualifi cation
Asian Football Confederation First Round
THE Road to Russia got under way on March 12 as the 12 lowest -anked foot-
balling nations in Asia competed for a chance to join the likes of Japan, Austra-
lia, Iran and Myanmar in the group stages of the Asian qualifi cation route.  The 
games are two-legged a� airs, with the return fi xtures scheduled for March 17.

* Results correct as of going to print.

Timor-Leste 4-1 Mongolia

National Stadium, Dili

Cambodia 3-0 Macau

Army Stadium, Phnom Penh

Chinese Taipei 0-1 Brunei

National Stadium, Kaohsiung

Sri Lanka 0-1 Bhutan

Sugathadasa Stadium, Colombo

India 0-0* Nepal

Indira Gandhi Athletic Stadium, Guwahati

Yemen 0-0* Pakistan

Grand Hamad Stadium, Doha (Qatar)

IN BRIEF

Swimming
Mexican spending cuts move 
Worlds to Budapest
Hungary will host the 2017 world 
swimming championships, the sports 
governing body, FINA, and Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Viktor Orban an-
nounced in Budapest on March 11.

The event will be staged in Budapest 
after Cornel Marculescu, FINA execu-
tive director, signed an agreement with 
Orban in the Hungarian capital. 

Mexico announced in February it was 
pulling out of hosting the event, originally 
scheduled for Guadalajara, as part of a 
massive drive to cut public spending.

The 2015 championships, which are 
held every two years, are to be staged 
in Kazan, Russia.

Budapest had been scheduled to 
host the 2021 championships, but a 
new bidding process will be open for 
that event, FINA said in a statement.

Cycling 
Matthews wins stage, takes over-
all lead in Paris-Nice
Australia’s Michael Matthews took the 
overall leader’s yellow jersey in the 
Paris-Nice cycle race on March 11 with 
his Orica teammates helping him to 
victory in the third stage.

The 24-year-old Matthews, who 
has stage wins to his credit in both 
the Tour of Spain and the Tour of Italy, 
edged home fi rst ahead of Italians 
Davide Cimolai and Giacomo Nizzolo 
with fourth place going to Norwegian 
Alexander Kristoff.

Polish world champion Michal 
Kwiatkowski had held the overall 
lead from his win in the prologue, but 
Matthews – who won the stage sprint 
fi nish – earned enough bonus points as 
the stage winner on March 11 to take 
over.

Football
Zimbabwe banned from FIFA 
World Cup
Zimbabwe have been thrown out of 
the African qualifying competition for 
the 2018 World Cup in Russia over an 
outstanding debt, football’s governing 
body FIFA announced on March 12.

The Zimbabwe federation owe an 
“exceptional debt” to Brazilian former 
national coach Valinhos and were or-
dered by FIFA in 2012 to pay the money 
owed since 2008.

Disciplinary proceedings against 
ZIFA were opened and the deadline for 
paying the debt had now expired, FIFA 
explained.

Skiing
Matt calls it a day
Austrian slalom specialist Mario Matt, 
the Sochi Olympic champion, has 
announced his retirement, a month 
before his 36th birthday.

“I’ve decided to bring my career to 
an end,” Matt told a press conference 
in the western Austrian resort of Sankt 
Anton, where he won the fi rst of his two 
world titles in 2001 at the age of 20.

Matt has been plagued by recur-
rent injuries and has only managed to 

fi nish three of the eight slaloms he has 
started this season, his best showing 
being a 12th-place fi nish in Kitzbühel.

He won a second slalom world title 
in 2007 and took bronze in the 2013 
worlds in Schladming before his sur-
prise Olympic victory last year.

Sailing
Ocean Race crash report calls for 
standards overhaul 
An independent report into the crash 
of Volvo Ocean Race boat, Vestas Wind, 
on an Indian Ocean reef has recom-
mended an overhaul of navigational 
charting in offshore racing to prevent a 
similar incident in the future.

The Danish boat’s crew miraculously 
avoided serious injury when they col-
lided with the reef at St Brandon on 
November 29 last year at around 40kph 
and span 180 degrees before coming to 
a halt, grounded.

The vessel was badly damaged and 
the crew was forced to abandon it in 
the pitch darkness and wade to the 
safety of a nearby large rock in shark-
infested waters before being rescued 
at fi rst light by coastguards.

A retired Australian Navy rear admiral, 
Chris Oxenbould, headed the report’s 
panel of three, which revealed its fi ndings 
on March 11 in a global media call.

It found that a failure by the crew 
to spot the reef on onboard electronic 
navigational guides was to blame 
and has recommended that industry 
standards of charting, both electronic 
and paper, be improved.

HOCKEY
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New kids on 
the F1 grid
MAX VERSTAPPEN (NED/Torro 
Rosso)
Will become on March 15 at 17 years and 
166 days the youngest-ever F1 driver, 
smashing Jaime Alguersuari’s six-year-
old record by almost two years. Born the 
same year Jacques Villeneuve clinched 
the world title, Verstappen comes from 
good F1 stock as his dad is former pilot 
Jos and mum Sophie a successful kart 
driver. Ten victories and 16 podiums 
in F3 last season was enough for Torro 
Rosso to pick up the phone.

WILL STEVENS (GBR/Manor)
The Englishman acted as this team’s test 
driver when it competed as Marussia 
last term, and made his F1 debut in the 
2014 season-closing race in Abu Dhabi, 
replacing Marcus Ericsson for Cater-
ham, steering his car into 17th and last. 
Earned his shot in the fast lane after ad-
vancing his claims in Formula Renault 
and before that karting.

CARLOS SAINZ JUNIOR (ESP/
TORRO ROSSO)
The son of ex-world rally champ Carlos 
has inherited his father’s love of horse-

power. Youngest Formula Renault 3.5 
champion in 2014 with seven wins. Red 
Bull were already tracking his potential 
giving him a series of tests in 2013.

ROBERTO MERHI (ESP/Manor)
Unveiled only on March 10 as Stevens’ 
partner to the team that has risen from 
the financial ashes of Marussia. Joins Fer-
nando Alonso and Carlos Sainz junior as 
the third Spaniard on the 2015 grid. “I am 
happy because they have bet on me purely 
for my talent,” said the 23-year-old who 
won the 2011 European F3 title.

FELIPE NASR (BRA/Sauber)
The 22-year-old who impressed in pre-
season testing joins another Brazilian, 
former Sauber driver Felipe Massa, 
on the grid. He takes inspiration from 
another of his countrymen, the late F1 
great Ayrton Senna. “Being Brazilian I 
learned so many things about him as a 
driver as a person on and off the track, 
so many videos, documentaries, I en-
joyed watching him. I would put him 
as my idol,” says the Banco do Brazil-
backed Nasr who worked as test and re-
serve driver for Williams in 2014. – AFP

Sauber lose driver appeal
Sauber faced contempt of court 
action on March 12 after failing to 
overturn an order that Giedo van der 
Garde must drive for them at the Aus-
tralian Grand Prix.

In a fast-moving sequence of 
events, the Swiss outfit were told to 
hand over a list of their assets on the 
morning of March 13 to ensure they 
comply with the court ruling.

Sauber earlier lost their appeal 
against a Victoria Supreme Court or-
der forcing them to honour a deal with 
former reserve driver van der Garde.

Van der Garde claims Sauber re-
neged on an agreement that he would 
race for them this season when they 
opted for heavily sponsored drivers Fe-
lipe Nasr and Marcus Ericsson instead.

The legal row has badly disrupted 
Sauber’s preparations for the new sea-
son, with their driver line-up still un-
known. Jim Peters QC said Sauber had 
made no effort to reinstate van der 
Garde, and sought to seize the team’s 
cars to ensure they complied with the 
court’s ruling.

“We did not consider this course 
[the appeal] to be in the interest of 
justice,” the judges said in a statement.

Sauber argued that it would be un-

safe to let van der Garde drive in Sun-
day’s race at such short notice, in unfa-
miliar cars which are specially tailored 
to their drivers.

There is no practical way we can al-
low [and] facilitate Mr. van der Garde 
in this new C34 Ferrari which he has 
not previously raced,” the team’s law-
yer Rodney Garratt told the appeal 
judges.

It was not clear whether safety con-
cerns will now weigh on whether van 
der Garde can drive ahead of today’s 
official practice.

“These events are highly regulated. 
We proceed on the assumption that 
the regulators will ensure that all safe-
ty requirements are complied with,” 
Justice Simon Whelan told the court.

Formula One’s race director Charlie 
Whiting said that van der Garde did 
not hold the required super licence, 
but he did not rule out his ability to 
get one in time.

“All I’m saying is that there are pro-
cedures that are dealt with through 
the team, through the ASN [national 
sporting authority] of the driver con-
cerned and the FIA in Geneva,”  

“The safety department in Geneva 
deal with that.” – AFP

Riccardo says he will contest 
Mercedes might
Daniel Ricciardo says Red Bull have 
confidence, reliability and “a plan” to 
beat the Mercedes pair Lewis Hamilton 
and Nico Rosberg in the new Formula 
One season, starting with the March 15 
Australian Grand Prix. 

Ricciardo spectacularly launched 
his 2014 season by finishing second in 
Melbourne, only for officials to disqualify 
him over a technical infringement.

Twelve months on and Red Bull are 
in a better place after testing and ready 
to throw down the gauntlet to Mercedes, 
he said.

“If you look back on last year for sure 
we’re in a better position this year,” 
Ricciardo said.

“We’re coming here this weekend 
with a lot more confidence and reliability 
and we’ve actually got a plan for Sunday 
where last year it was a case of putting 
the car on the track and hope to see the 
chequered flag.”

Hamilton hopes to match hero
World champion Lewis Hamilton on 
March 12 said he was already dreaming 
of emulating the late Formula One great 

Ayrton Senna by winning his third drivers’ 
title this season.

Hamilton, racing with dominant team 
Mercedes, is the pre-season favourite 
and he said it had been his ambition 
since childhood to match his “favourite 
driver”.

“I would say that I always wanted to do 
what Ayrton did,” the 30-year-old Briton 
told reporters in Melbourne ahead of the 
year’s first race, the Australian Grand 
Prix. 

Vettel says he’ll be fine with Finn
Four-time world champion Sebastian 
Vettel Thursday played down fears he 
could fall out with new teammate Kimi 
Raikkonen after his big switch to Ferrari 
this season.

Vettel moved from Red Bull, where 
he struggled behind Australian Daniel 
Ricciardo as Mercedes romped away with 
both the drivers and constructors world 
titles last year.

The German has had trouble in the 
past with teammates, notably Australian 
Mark Webber, but he does not believe 
there will be any issues with the 
sometimes surly Raikkonen.

“To be honest, no. I’ve known Kimi now 

for a while. I think we respect each other. 
He’s very straightforward, honest which 
I appreciate for a lot,” Vettel said of the 
Finn.

Button won’t push for fourth Aussie 
victory
Jenson Button has won three Australian 
Formula One Grands Prix but said March 
12 he will not be adding a fourth title with 
McLaren in this weekend’s season-
opening race.

The British 2009 world champion 
admitted his McLaren-Honda had not 
done enough testing in pre-season to 
challenge for the podium.

“Will we be challenging for a win? No, 
we won’t be,” Button told reporters.

“It’s just going to take time ... This 
weekend for us is more about just getting 
the best out of everything that we have.”

Button said they were a year behind in 
development compared to the Mercedes, 
Ferrari and Renault engines. But he felt 
it would not be long until the team was 
challenging.

“If you look at the layout of the power 
unit and how tight everything is in the car, 
you would say it’s very aggressive and you 
can see that Honda is here to win.” – AFP

IN BRIEF

Formula 1 Preview
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Yadanarbon’s Shine Thuya representing 
Myanmar challenge’s in their 9-0 defeat 
to Japan. Photo: MFF/Facebook

Yadanarbon continue Cup woes

Y ADANARBON FC fell to a 
second AFC Cup defeat on 
March 11 as they were beat 
3-1 by Hong Kong’s South 
China at the Mong Kong 

Stadium.
The Mandalay side’s only consola-

tion was a late goal from Zaw Lynn Tun 
but a home win next week against the 
Philippine’s Global FC will now be vital 
if Yadanarbon, who sit bottom of Group 
G, are to have any hope of progressing. 

South China on the other hand are 
in a strong position to advance after 
starting the competition with a 6-1 rout 
of Global FC in the Philippines before 
adding this win. 

“South China is the best team in our 
group and this was the correct result. 

The di� erence between the two teams 
was the performance of the players and 
we struggled in the match,” said Yadan-
arbon coach Kyi Lin.

Bizarrely it seemed that the Yadan-
arbon team had arrived in Hong Kong 
ill-prepared for what would await them. 

“Our team has a big problem with 
the wet weather and pitch, as our play-
ers had boots that were not appropriate 
for the conditions.”

South China dominated the game 
and had e� ectively killed o�  the game 
by half time as they went into the 
changing rooms three goals to the good 
courtesy of a 13th-minute strike from Lo 
Kong Wai, a Mahama Awal fi nish in the 
19th and Australian Daniel McBreen, the 
top scorer in Australia’s A-League, head-
ing home on 38 minutes. 

Yadanarbon FC came out for the sec-

ond half showing fi ght and a powerful 
header in the 47th minute from Nigerian 
centre-half Happiness Okpechi almost 
brought his side back into the game. 

But it took until two minutes from 
time until Zaw Lynn Tun’s head made 
a nominal impact on the scoresheet for 
the visitors. 

“We conceded a late goal but that’s 
only because our players still want to 
score, so it’s not a problem about the 
players’ concentration,” said South Chi-
na coach Mario Gomez. 

Yadanarbon managed to salvage 
some pride two minutes before the end 
of normal time, Zaw Lynn Tun nodding 
past Mora’s despairing dive after confu-
sion in the South China box.

In Group G’s other game Global FC 
recovered from their heavy home defeat 
at the hands of South China to pick up 

an away point in a goalless draw with 
Malaysia’s Pahang FA. 

Global defended heartily against an 
onslaught of attacks from their hosts 
and even created chances to take the 
lead. “We’re very happy and we showed 
that we can play at this level,” said 
Global coach Dan Padernal in the press

conference after. 
In Group H, where Myanmar’s other 

representatives to the AFC Cup, MFF 
Cup winners Ayeyawady FC picked up 
a 1-1 draw with Indonesian champions 
Persib Bandung and the Maldives New 
Radiant SC beat Lao Toyota FC 2-1. 

A late penalty from Radiant skip-
per captain Ashad Ali saw the Maldiv-
ian champions bounce back from their 
opening game 4-1 defeat su� ered away 
from home to Persib Bandung. 

“Our main target was to win the 
game and we are happy to achieve that. 
It was an important win for us,” said
Radiant’s caretaker coach Ahmed
Hameed after the game. 

His opposite number, former Myan-
mar coach David Booth, focused on his 
side’s lack of concentration as the game 
progressed. 

“In the fi rst half we played very well 
but things were di� erent in the second 
half as we made some silly mistakes af-
ter taking the lead,” he said in the post-
match press conference. 

Ayeyawady coach Marjun Sekulov-
ski will take note as his side prepares to 
travel to Male for a March 18 match-up. 

“The Maldives is even hotter and 
more humid than Myanmar,” said 
Sekulovski as he looked forward 
to the game in his own post-match
conference. 

“When I last took an Ayeyawady 
team to the Maldives we attacked 
too much in the fi rst half. We played 
very well but at half-time the players 
were lying on the dressing room fl oor
begging to be substituted,” he added.

“We lost power and we lost the 
match. I will use that experience and ar-
rive with good tactics and preparation 
and hopefully leave with a good result.”

Pos AFC Cup Group G Pld W D L GF GA GD Pts

1 South China 2 2 0 0 9 2 +7 6

2 Pahang 2 1 1 0 3 2 +1 4

3 Global 2 0 1 1 1 6 −5 1

4 Yadanarbon 2 0 0 2 3 6 −3 0

MATT ROEBUCK
matt.d.roebuck@gmail.com

THE road to an Olympic return for 
the Myanmar men’s football team 
seemed a long way o�  when the U22 
national team were soundly thrashed 
9-0 following fi rst-half hat tricks from 
Musashi Suzuki and Shoya Nakajima 
at the Fukuda Denshi Arena on March 
11. 

The game was part of the Young 
White Angels preparations for the 
upcoming 2016 Olympic qualifiers 
in Taiwan, where they will face 
Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong and 
Australia on March 27, 29 and 31 
respectively. 

The Taiwan tournament acts as 
qualifi cation for the AFC U23 Cham-
pionship to be held next January in 
Qatar, from which the top three sides 
will qualify for the Rio Games. 

Myanmar last graced the Olympic 
stage when – as Burma – they took 
home the FIFA Fairplay Award from 
the 1972 Munich Games. 

U22s go 
down by nine

FOOTBALL
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A woman’s face is smeared with coloured 
powder during the Holi Festival in Assam 
state, India, on March 6. Holi is a riotous 
celebration of the coming of spring and falls 
on the day after the full moon in March each 
year. Revellers spray coloured powder and 
water on each other with great gusto, while 
adults extend the hand of peace.   
Photo: AFP
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By Douglas Long
 

D OWNTOWN Yangon’s iconic 
Burma Railways building is 
the subject of an exhibition 

of paintings by British artist Kate 
Bowen, which is on display at Gallery 
65 on Yaw Min Gyi Road, Dagon 
township, from March 14 to 22. 

The exhibition, titled The Mee Ya 
Hta Building, includes 50 artworks 
in a range of  mediums, including 
oil on canvas, gouache on paper and 
watercolour on paper.

Bowen, who studied fine art 
at Gloucestershire College of Art 
and Design, arrived in Myanmar 
in late 2013. Before then, she had 
focused her artwork on the changing 
cityscape in London during the 
Olympics, with her interest drawn, 
as she explained, “toward the cranes, 
the diggers, the moving of the earth 
and the reconstruction of space”.

Once in Myanmar, she was 
immediately captivated by Yangon 
as a fast-developing cityscape 
rooted in different cultures and an 
extraordinary history.

“I wanted to really get under the 
skin of that,” Bowen said. “I made 
a plan to focus as much as I could 
on just one subject, and I started off 

by doing drawings from the top of 
Sakura Tower trying to map the city 
a bit.” 

Two of the paintings that resulted 
from these drawings are included 
in the exhibit, but the bulk of the 
work stems from spending more 
than a year working in and around 
the Burma Railways building at the 
corner of Bogyoke and Sule Pagoda 
roads.

Bowen gained access to the 
compound after meeting an engineer 
who was working onsite and who 
arranged permission for the artist to 
set up an easel there. 

The Burma Railways building 
provides an apt exemplar of those 
aspects of Yangon’s transition in 
which Bowen was so interested. 

Built in 1877, it has been empty 
since 1994, when the Ministry of 
Railways vacated to move to a new 
headquarters. The old structure is 
now being restored as part of the 
US$400 million Landmark Project, 
which encompasses more than 
10 acres of prime downtown real 
estate and under which the Burma 
Railways building will be developed 
into the luxury Peninsula Hotel 
Yangon. 

“I decided to focus on this one 
building … and started on the outside 
until I was allowed inside,” Bowen 
said. “I then worked around all the 
passages on the ground floor, all the 
passages on the first floor and then 
the top floor and out onto the roof 
looking down.” 

She described the work as a “good 
experience in understanding one 
building”.

“It’s been a springboard for 
experimenting with different 
mediums, pushing the boundaries 
[and creating] much more 
abstracted pictures: the light on 
the floorboards, the shadow of the 
sunlight where the windows are 

broken,” she said.
One of Bowen’s aims was to 

evoke something more than just the 
visual aspects of the structure, an 
instinct that is perhaps rooted in her 
appreciation of artists such as Mark 
Rothko who strive to create particular 
moods through their meticulous 
colour choices.  

“I wanted to get into the empty 
spaces of the building, the ruined 
space, the dilapidation, and the 

quietness and silence,” she said. “As 
I worked through the building, there 
were passages and rooms that were 
very silent and very empty, but there 
were ones which were quite edgy 
and spiky and almost threatening 
in a funny way. I wanted to try to get 
that across in the pictures in various 
different ways.” 

Among the results of these efforts 
were ink studies of the shadows 
within the passages, as well as works 
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Exploring the stillness inside the Burma Railways building

Beyond the visual

on black paper where the artist “tried 
to imagine how a particular shape, 
with the sunlight on the floor, would 
look at night”. 

The Burma Railways building is 
also notable for the fact that the lower 
floor was constructed using red-
tinted laterite blocks made from rich, 
clay-like soil cut from Myanmar’s 
riverbeds, and Bowen has integrated 
this material into some of her work.

“The laterite stone, that pinky 
kind of earth stuff, is fantastic in itself 
as a pigment,” she said.

Her method was to collect laterite 
powder from the building, mix it 
with white acrylic paint and use a 
palette knife to draw into the wet 

paint on black paper. 
Bowen said that at some point 

she would also like to work on a 
piece of wood that comes from the 
building, but understands this will 
not be possible “until they know 
what they’re keeping – and they are 
preserving so much from it, and 
it’s being beautifully restored at the 
moment by master craftsmen”.

One of Bowen’s favourite mediums 
is oil on canvas, and those paintings 
were done in her home studio based 
on sketches completed at the building 
site. However, working with oil 
paint has provided one of the biggest 
technical challenges she has faced as 
an artist in Yangon.

“With the humidity and the rainy 
season, even with air-con in a room, 
oil paint can draw in the moulds. I 
had to work out how I could tackle 
this by using Liquin, which speeds up 
the drying of the paint and therefore 
makes it possible to work in a very 
fluid way,” she said, adding, “I wasn’t 
going to be defeated in working in oil 
because I don’t like working in acrylic 
paint.”

Aside from the inspiration 
provided by the Burma Railways 
building, Bowen said she was happy 
to be working in Yangon at this 
“really exciting time” for the local 
art scene, particularly in light of 
the greater freedom of expression 
that has come in the wake of the 
lightening of censorship. 

“I think the arts scene very 
vibrant,” she said, “and there are a 
lot of hungry people here who are 
desperate to have their voice after 
feeling that they didn’t dare in the 
past.”  

“Reopening Indian Yellow”, oil on canvas.

“I wanted to get into 
the empty spaces 
of the building, the 
ruined space, the 
dilapidation, and the 
quietness and silence.”

Kate Bowen, British artist

It might be impossible to 
convince anyone unfamiliar 
with goofy-sounding Australian 
words that they could get the 
heebie-jeebies from watching a 
movie called The Babadook. But 
there’s menace aplenty in this 
film, whose title is actually more 
onomatopoeia than Oz-ism.

In the tradition of Roman 
Polanski’s Repulsion, the 
story works as both horror 
and psychological thriller. 
Protagonist Sam is a troubled 
boy whose obsession with 
monsters prompts him to build 
weapons with which he breaks 
windows and threatens other 
children, eventually resulting in 
his removal from school. 

Meanwhile, Sam’s 
disturbing pleas to his 

mother Amelia – “I don’t 
want you to die”– can be 
seen as foreshadowing the 
appearance of the long-dreaded 
monster, but might also be a 
manifestation of the fear of 
abandonment not uncommon 
in children who have lost a 
parent at an early age. Sam’s 
father, you see, died in an 
accident while driving Amelia 
to the hospital to give birth to 
their son …

Sam has difficulty sleeping, 
and Amelia reads fairy tales 
to him at bedtime in an effort 
to soothe his mind. But then 
an ominous book titled Mister 
Babadook appears on the shelf. 
Alongside the scary drawings 
of a top-hatted devil, the poetic 
text invites readers to “come, 

come see what’s underneath” 
and promises, “the more you 
deny, the stronger I’ll get”.

Once Sam can label his fears 
with the name “Babadook”, 
the simmering tension builds 
steadily and relentlessly until, 
as the saying goes, all hell breaks 
loose in the household. 

Having isolated themselves, 
mother and son must face 
the man in the shadows on 
their own, and of course 
no one outside the house 
believes in Mister Babadook. 
When a doctor treating 
Sam for anxiety assures 
Amelia that “all children see 
monsters”, she shakes her 
head and, in an almost comical 
understatement, deadpans, 
“Not like this.”

“Archway from Courtyard Former Railway 
Headquarters Building”, gouache on paper.

Three films to curdle your bloodMOVIE REVIEWS

It might be hard to believe, but there 
was a time when vampires were 
depicted not as hipster teens with 
glittery skin but as frightening, 
degenerate denizens of blasted 
heaths and crumbling castles beyond 
the margins of human civilisation.

Werner Herzog’s Nosferatu the 
Vampyr offers just such old-school 
creepiness combined with stunning 
cinematography: from the unsettling 
documentary footage of mummified 
corpses at the beginning; to the 
ominous arrival in Wismar of a 
coffin-laden ship, the crew missing 
and the dead captain lashed to the 
wheel; to the juxtaposition of Count 
Dracula’s tortured grotesqueness 
(played by über-oddball Klaus 
Kinski) and the ethereal beauty of 
fang-magnet Lucy Harker.

The basic narrative is based 
on Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula 
(1897), and the film pays homage 

to WF Murnau’s 1922 silent movie 
Nosferatu.

But Herzog – who also wrote the 
script – injects his own hefty dose 
of mystery into the story, creating 
a film that examines the enigmatic 
interface between reason and 
superstitious belief. 

Toward the end of the film, as 
Lucy stands alone in her conviction 
that a vampire is responsible for 
the eerie occurrences in Wismar, 
Enlightenment guru Dr Van Helsing 
pronounces that “science has refuted 
the superstitions you’re talking 
about”.

Lucy, girding herself to make 
whatever sacrifices are necessary 
to rid the city of darkness, retorts, 
“Faith is the faculty in men which 
enables us to believe things we know 
to be untrue.”

It’s a brainteaser for which the 
smug Van Helsing has no response. 

Set in Spain in 1944 during the early 
years of the fascist regime, Pan’s 
Labyrinth tells the story of Ofelia, 
a young girl who tries to shut out 
the horrors unfolding around her 
in favour of focusing on a quest – 
perhaps real, perhaps imagined – to 
return to her previous incarnation 
as the princess of an ancient 
underground city.

It is tempting to dismiss Ofelia’s 
obsession with fairy tales as simple 
escapism, but the film’s theme 
might more accurately be described 
as the search for varied versions 
of utopia: The brutal Captain 
Vidal seeks a “new, clean Spain” 
where everything runs according 
to his personal stopwatch, while 
guerrillas in the forest fight for a 
world where everyone is treated 
equally. Ofelia’s mother Carmen, 
meanwhile, seeks refuge in the 
notion of family.

These ideals collapse under the 
pesky, corrupting influence of reality, 
and Ofelia finds that the obstacles she 

A  NEW Madonna album, a 
fresh reminder that we’re all 
going to die.

That probably isn’t the take-away 
the pop matriarch was aiming for 
with her 13th – and 13th-best – studio 
album, Rebel Heart. But as time 
continues to march us all toward our 
respective expiration dates, we’ll 
continue to crave art that distracts 
us from our terminal destiny by 
making us feel young. And while the 
line between the bliss of escapism 
and the unseemliness of denial 
can be a blurry one, which side this 
album falls on is not.

And it hurts! Back in 1989, this 
conquering pop queen was rallying 
for confidence, freedom and 
excellence with such ease: “Don’t 
go for second best, baby!” Now, 
her music sounds so tentative, so 
trapped, so shabby.

Ageism is a cruel and formidable 
force in popland, but Madonna’s 
desire to live forever young isn’t 
exactly the problem, here. It’s the 
fact that she takes pains to sound so 
juvenile. The lyrics on Rebel Heart 
feel almost violently resistant to 
wisdom, as if espousing even the 
slightest air of sophistication might 
remind the planet that Madonna is 
now 56 years old.

So instead, we get the lumpy neo-
reggae of “Unapologetic B----”, in 

which she sasses a boy-toy, “See you 
trying to call me, but I blocked you 
on my phone.” 

As she did on her last album, 
2012’s almost-as-bad MDNA, 
Madonna has called on a 
hodgepodge of hit-makers to help 
produce these tunes. And this 
time the list includes Diplo, Avicii, 
Kanye West and Ariel Rechtshaid, 
all names skimmed off the top of 
today’s pop marquee. Accordingly, 
Rebel Heart sounds dispassionate 
and incurious about the world it’s 
trying so hard to participate in.

But when things go especially 
awry, they do so in perversely 
interesting ways. Like when boxing 
legend Mike Tyson shows up to play 
the hype-man on “Iconic”. Or when 
rap great Nas materialises for “Veni, 
Vidi, Vici”, a duet in which Madonna 
raps the autobiographical highlights 
from her Wikipedia page. For an 
album so lacking in personality, 
these quirks go a long way.

Overall, the spackle holding 
Rebel Heart together is the fact that 
Madonna is still intent on making 
dance music – perhaps for a dance 
floor that now exists only in her 
imagination.

Or maybe it’s stadium filler. 
When she hits the road later 
this year, we’ll be reminded that 
Madonna has only two living peers: 

Bruce Springsteen and Prince. The 
trio rose to ubiquity in the 1980s, 
exploiting the black magic of MTV 
to cement the enduring ideal of pop-
star-as-character.

Today, all three of those 
characters enjoy very different 
relationships with their flocks. 
Prince delights in defying 
expectations, while Springsteen 
fulfills them with plenty of gusto and 
little imagination. As for Madonna, 
it’s trickier.

From the launch of her career 
through her last great album, 
2005’s excellent Confessions on a 
Dance Floor, Madonna has been 
throwing her parties in spaces her 
fans might not otherwise visit. And 
maybe that’s what’s happening on 
Rebel Heart: Instead of actually 
forging a meaningful dialogue with 
contemporary pop music, she’s 
simply trying to make her longtime 
followers feel as if they’re connecting 
with 2015 kiddo-culture.

But that’s a charitable hypothesis, 
and for those of us who don’t need 
Madonna to hold our hand on a tour 
through today’s teeming pop scene, 
Rebel Heart will sound like a string 
of poor decisions made by an icon 
with evaporating confidence and 
deteriorating taste.

Even second-best has never felt 
this far away.  – The Washington Post

Be still, the unseemly beating 
of Madonna’s ‘Rebel Heart’

Nosferatu the Vampyr (1979)

Pan’s Labyrinth (2006)

The Babadook (2014)

faces in her quest are not so different 
from those offered by the world of 
adults. One of her tasks, for example, 
is to destroy a monstrous frog who 
– in the proud tradition of tyrants 
around the world – shamelessly grows 
fat while leeching off the dying tree 
where it lives. 

Later, a pile of shoes in the vault 
of the child-eating Pale Man evokes 
the heaps of discarded belongings 
found in Nazi death camps at the 
end of World War II. Even Faun, 
the mythical Pan sent to help Ofelia 
return to her kingdom, reveals a 
fascist streak when he demands that 
the girl “do everything I say, without 
question”. 

Like Nosferatu, Pan’s Labyrinth 
delves into questions about loss of 
faith, particularly as we grow older, 
and wonders whether something 
might still exist even when 
nonbelievers are unable to see it. An 
insect in the forest might just be an 
insect – unless it’s a fairy. 

– Douglas Long
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P OTATOES. 
What is it about this simple, 
starchy food that is so 

craveable? Whatever the season or 
time of day, I always have a hunger 
for them. For this week’s recipe I 
have decided to share two of my 
favourite potato dishes. The crispy 
potatoes make a great snack and 
are always a big hit when I serve 
them at dinner parties. They are 
usually baked in the oven, but I’ve 
changed this recipe so you can 
cook them over a gas stove. Potato 
frittata is another one of my 
favourite dishes. Perfect for when 
you need to get dinner ready fast, 
it’s a filling, tasty after-work meal 
for the whole family. 

Crispy potatoes with herbs
6 servings 
	 600g potatoes 
	 2 medium onions 

	 1/8 cup olive oil
	 1 teaspoon dried thyme
Cover the potatoes with water in 
a stock pot, cover with a lid. Boil 
the potatoes over a high heat until 
they are cooked. To check if they 

are cooked, insert the tip of 
a knife into one of the 

potatoes – if it slices 
through easily they 

are ready. Turn 
off the heat and 

leave to cool.  
When the 

potatoes 
have cooled 
enough to 
be handled, 
peel them 
and cut 
into cubes 

about 2 
centimetres 

in size.  Chop 
each onion into 

roughly 8 pieces 
and set aside.  
Add the olive oil 

to a frying pan with the 
potatoes. Cover the pan 

with a lid and fry for 2-3 minutes 
before tossing the potatoes to 
ensure they are covered with 
oil. Fry for a further 3 minutes. 
Next, add the chopped onions to 
the frying pan along with thyme. 
Cover with the lid and turn the 
heat down to medium. Fry the 
ingredients for 2-3 minutes, 
tossing them occasionally.  
Remove the lid and fry for 
3-4 more minutes or until 
the potatoes are crisp and 
golden.

Season with salt and 
ground black pepper to 
taste.

Potato, leek and bacon 
frittata
6 servings 
	 180g bacon strips 

(alternatively, you can use 
sliced pork belly) 

	 300g potatoes (10 medium 
potatoes)

	 2 medium leeks
	 4 eggs 
Beat the eggs with a couple of 
pinches of salt and some black 
pepper until they become frothy.  
Cut the white parts of the leeks 
into 4 pieces each.  

Wash the potatoes and prick 
them all over with a fork. Lay a 
sheet of kitchen paper on the plate 
inside the microwave and place 
the potatoes on top, covering them 
with another sheet of kitchen 
paper. Set the cooking time on the 
microwave for 10 minutes, but 
return to check on the potatoes 
after 5 minutes as cooking time 
can vary according to the size 
and variety of the potatoes and 
the power of the microwave. To 
check if they are cooked, insert 
the tip of a knife into one of the 
potatoes – if it slices through 
easily they are ready. Cook for a 
further 2-3 minutes if necessary 
before checking again. When the 
potatoes are cooked, leave them 
to cool before cutting them into 
small cubes. 

By charlotte rose

A  s wise men from Hippocrates 
to Stevie Wonder have said, 
“Life is short.” And just as 

there are too many books to be read 
to spend time reading anything 
about Kim Kardashian or her 
posterior, there is too much good 
food to be eaten to waste precious 
stomach acid on ubiquitous chain 
restaurant food. 

Or so I thought. 
Shabushi is not only a chain, it’s 

the worst kind of chain: the kind 
that is located in a shopping mall 
food court. But this is Yangon and, 
as Yangon food courts go, Junction 
Square’s new “Secret Garden” is 
something of a novelty. Without 
the customary offerings of fried 
chicken and blue iced-donuts, it 

feels like taking an escalator into 
the First World. There are several 
international restaurants to choose 
from in the glitzy new building, but 
Shabushi stands out – in part due 
to the impressive sushi buffet in 
the window, but mostly because of 
the hungry-looking queue of people 
outside. 

The chain is already popular in 
Thailand, with 95 outlets across 
the country. Serving both Japanese 
hotpot and sushi, the all-you-can-
eat self-service buffet costs K15,000 
per person, including unlimited 
soft drinks. Diners are seated at 
tables surrounding the conveyor-
belt system and choose from the 
many delicacies that revolve before 
them to fill their hot-pots. Tables are 
fitted with hot plates and pots for 
the sukiyaki, and there are different 
broths to choose from. 

It’s difficult to contain your 
excitement at the sight of so much 
food whizzing past you – the raw 
foods on offer include a range of 
fresh seafood, vegetables and beef 
steak. But with stays limited to 75 
minutes, my guest and I got down to 
tactics. The plan? Load up on sushi 
from the buffet while the hot-pots 
heat up, and then forgo all carbs or 
rabbit food in favour of eating as 
much steak as we could physically 
manage (I chowed my way through 
what has to be a medal-worthy 12 
plates) before hitting the all-you-
can-eat ice cream. 

Admittedly, the time limit on 
seating is a bit of a conversation 
killer (only a fool would waste 
time talking when there’s so much 
meat to be eaten) and a visit to 
Shabushi may feel like an exercise 
in competitive eating. But the 

food is fresh and delicious and, as 
long as you’re prepared to queue, 
you certainly won’t find a more 
fun chain restaurant than this in 
Yangon. I’m even willing to admit 
that I might have been wrong about 
chains altogether. But don’t tell 
anyone I said that.  

Now, if you’ll excuse me, I’m 
off to check out the latest on Kim 
Kardashian’s new hair-do. 

6

Shabushi Buffet
Secret Garden food court, Junction 
Square, Kamaryut township, Yangon

Restaurant Rating:     
Food	 6
Beverage	 6
Value	 7
X-Factor	 9

FOOD  &  DRINK 7WWW.MMTIMES.COM

By Zon Pann Pwint

D EATH comes in many guises 
and has many causes, but few 
paths to eternity are more 

unlikely than eating pea roots with 
a side of chocolate. Or egg with 
watermelon. These are some of the 
bizarre food combinations that, at 
least in local superstition, should be 
avoided on pain of death.

Dr Htein Lin, deputy director of 
the Nutrition Department under 
the Health Department, says these 
fears are groundless. When he was 
studying at Institute of Medicine, 
he made a bet with his friend 
that he could drink yogurt and 
lemon, another supposedly deadly 
combination, and survive. His friend 
lost the bet.

Despite the scientific proof that 
Dr Htein Lin supplied, many people 
still believe that sprinkling sugar on 
mangosteen, or mixing pumpkin 
with pigeon, is dicing with death. At 
food markets the careful consumer 
can consult charts that purport to 
warn against these fatal mixtures, 
complete with illustrations. But the 
charts bear the imprint of no public 
health organisation, just the name of 
the printing house.

“Throughout my career as a 
doctor, I have never treated a patient 
who has been struck down by eating 
a forbidden combination of foods, 
and nor has any other doctor I know,” 
said Dr Htein Lin.

One chart that is sold in the 
market warns against the following 
combinations: sea shells and beef; 
parrot and gourd; mushroom and 
frog; crab and mushroom; and pork 
with any other meat.

“There is no sense in the food 
combinations. For example, take 
pumpkin and pigeon. Pigeon is not 
part of our normal diet and it is not 

available in the market. If we want 
to eat pigeon, we have to catch it 
ourselves,” he said.

He confirmed that the charts 
are not produced by the Health 
Department.

“They aren’t based on 
the evidence. Many of these 
combinations are just not part of 
normal diet,” he said.

Some charts, perhaps striving for 
a more scientific approach, no longer 
threaten consumers with actual 
death. “They said these combinations 
could cause indigestion, asthma or 
dizziness,” he said. “From an ethical 
point of view you can hardly test 
people to determine whether this is 
true or not.”

Not everyone needs science. 
Yangon resident Khine Thizar, 
26, has shunned suspicious food 
combinations since two girls of 
his acquaintance died after eating 
tapioca and preserved plums 
together in their native Kyaiklat, 
Ayeyarwady Region.

“Even in kindergarten we were 
taught that eating watermelon and 
egg can cause death. My mother 
warned me against it. You won’t 
catch me trying some of these 
combinations,” he said.

Dr Christoph Gelsdorf, MD, a 
member of the General Practitioner 
Society of the Myanmar Medical 
Association, said Western medical 
training is silent on the subject. 
“Perhaps these food combinations 
come from Ayurvedic medicine 
traditions introduced in 
Myanmar 
from 
centuries 
of cross-
migration 
with the Indian 
sub-continent,” he 
said, adding that he has 
no objection to his patients 
observing these traditions as long 
as it does not affect their health.

“I don’t have the medical evidence 
or the right to recommend for or 
against. But when traditional beliefs 
conflict with Western medicine, I 
have to have a much more serious 
discussion with patients about my 
own beliefs and theirs so we can make 
a healthy choice together,” he said.

Dr Gelsdorf said he is not aware of 
anyone dying because of any of these 
combinations. 

Pumpkin plus 
pigeon equals 
death?

Two ways with potatoes
Alternatively, you could boil the 
potatoes as above. 

Add the bacon strips to a frying 
pan and fry until they become 
crisp. Transfer the bacon on to a 
plate covered with kitchen paper to 
absorb the excess fat, and pour the 
rest of the bacon fat left in the pan 
into a bowl. 

Fry the potatoes in a frying pan 
with 1 ½ tablespoons of the bacon 
fat for 3-4 minutes. Transfer them 
on to a plate. Next, fry the leeks 
with 1 tablespoon of bacon fat. 
Cover the frying pan with a lid and 
fry for 3 more minutes, turning the 
leeks occasionally. 

When the leeks are soft and 
cooked through, transfer them 
onto a plate. Add the potatoes and 
bacon back into the frying pan, 
arranging them to cover the base of 
the pan. Pour the beaten eggs over 
the top and ensure they spread to 
cover the whole of the pan.  

Sprinkle the fried leeks over the 
egg and cover the pan with a lid. 
Cook over a low to medium heat for 
3-4 minutes or until the eggs are 
cooked through. 

Season with salt and freshly 
ground black pepper to 

taste. Serve warm. 

Shabushi BuffetShabushi Buffet

cooking 
with 
Phyo“If we want to eat 

pigeon we have to 
catch it ourselves.”

Dr Htein Lin
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By Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

Y OU can’t be too careful. For 
those who take their folk 
wisdom seriously, there 

is a thicket of rules that must be 
followed in order to avoid being 
dogged by bad luck, or worse. 
Today, Friday the 13th, anxious 
triskaidekaphobes would do well, or 
at least avoid doing ill, to bear the 
following 13 simple rules in mind. 
As many local people will tell you, 
it’s just common sense.

•	 Don’t get your hair cut on your 
birthday, or on Friday or Monday.

•	 Don’t wash your hair on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays or Fridays.

•	 Don’t clip your nails at night – it 
allows ghosts to enter the house.

•	 Never whistle after dark.
•	 Don’t sweep out the trash in front 

of house during the day – save it 
until the night time.

•	 Ghosts will haunt anyone who 
goes out at night with unkempt 
hair.

•	 Being asleep when the sun sets 
will make you sick.

•	 Stay away from trees at night, as 
demons lurk there.

•	 Wash dishes immediately after 
eating; leaving dirty dishes 
in the sink could have serious 
consequences.

•	 Refrain from clashing 
earthenware cooking-pot lids 
together as if they were cymbals, 
unless you want to get bitten by 
a tiger.

•	 Passing under a rope where 
longyis are set out to dry will, 
obviously, sap your powers.

•	 Above all, do not play hide and 
seek at night. You may never be 
found.

In fact, we have only set out 12 of the 
13 rules. As I said, you can’t be too 
careful. 

Beauty tips
to believe in

BY Zon Pann Pwint

A CCORDING to dream expert Daw Khin Yadanar Sint, most dreams 
merely signal your obsession with something, and present no 
difficulties of interpretation. But, she says, some dreams are clearly 

prophetic. She lists here some of the more commonplace dreams, with her 
explanation.

Thirteen dreams interpreted

Statement earrings

Myanmar’s 
beauty secret

	 If you suffer torture, you will 
enjoy good luck wherever you go.

	 If you see light after dark, your 
run of bad luck will end very soon 
and good luck will follow.

	 If you see a tiger, someone is 
hatching a plot to trap you.

	 If you see a pagoda and a 
Buddhist stupa, the spirits will 
take care of you and bless you.

	 If your tooth is broken, you will 
be transferred from one place to 
another.

	 If you are climbing a mountain, 
you will become the centre of 
attention.

	 Any friend or relative appearing 
in your dream beautifully 
dressed is likely to fall ill.

	 If you eat a human head, you will 
rise to fame and fortune.

	 If you eat ginger and chilli, you 
will be promoted and will soon 
become rich.

	 If you are sitting on a broken 
chair, you will marry a divorcee.

	 If you are bitten by a snake, 
someone will cheat you.

	 If you are bitten by a bat, your 
property will suffer damage or loss. 
(Warning: At worst, this could mean 
the loss of a friend or relative.)

	 If the violin you are playing is 
broken, some misunderstanding 
will occur between you and your 
spouse. (Note: You do not have to 
be the one playing the violin. It 
could be someone else. The result 
is the same.) 

Ok, so unless you plan on joining a travelling sideshow you probably won’t 
want to steal the complete look, but when it comes to accessorising, trust us: 
fortune-teller chic is the way to go. Statement earrings are always in style so 
we’ve looked into our crystal ball to bring you our pick of the best.  

AN old Asian proverb says, “The world’s most beautiful women have a 
Thai smile, Indian eyes and Myanmar skin.” For more than 2000 years, 
Myanmar women have relied on a preparation made from natural tree-
bark, thanaka, to protect their skin.

But as the country opens up to foreign imports, including 
pharmaceuticals, it’s becoming clearer that thanaka’s age-old reputation 
relies more on tradition than on any scientific basis.

The beauty preparation’s earliest known fan was the legendary Queen 
of Peikthano, Pyu, who advocated the use of thanaka 2200 years ago as a 
method of beautification. Ever since, Myanmar women have coated their 
faces with the yellow paste, which is also worn by many children and even 
some men.

Whatever its chemical properties may be, traditionalists believe thanaka 
benefits the skin in several ways. First, it it is thought to serve as a natural 
sun-screen. This protective shield prevents sunburn and dehydration. Farmers 
working in the rice fields apply thanaka from head to toe to cool the skin. It 
also injects moisture while controlling the oiliness of the skin. Hence, people 
wearing thanaka are generally thought to have fewer pimples and blackheads. 
Thanaka is also prominently used to prevent various skincare problems, 
although it is not recommended for repairing skincare complications – so, 
contrary to what some may say, it’s no good slathering it on after a rash or spot 
has already popped up. However, the protective properties of thanaka are yet to 
be thoroughly tested and this is a field where not much research has been done. 

Multinational cosmetics corporations that mount seductive advertising 
campaigns may soon start to challenge ancient regimens like thanaka. Despite the 
intense competition, at the end of the day people of any gender, age, or appearance 
should wear what makes them feel their best, whether it is thanaka or modern 
cosmetics. After all, self-confidence is a great boost for the complexion. 

While the rest of the world goes crazy for the latest 
SPF wonder creams in an effort to keep themselves 
looking youthful, the people of Myanmar continue 
to look no further than thanaka for their skincare 
needs. But does it really work? Weekend’s skincare 
and beauty expert Soe San Da Yi Myint gives us the 
lowdown on Myanmar’s oldest beauty secret.

Pomelo, K12,000

Forever Store, K1500Ga Mone Pwint, K4500

Pomelo, K5000 Forever Store, K2000

K and Khine Fancy Shop (Taw Win Centre), K1000
Model: Poe Ei Ei Set, Photographer: Phone Myint (NTT). With thanks to NOW! magazine.



BY Stuart Alan Becker

S TUDENTS at Ayeyarwady 
International School in 
Mandalay have taken up 

the cause of saving the Irrawaddy 
dolphin, studying the threats the 
endangered species faces and 
working to raise public awareness.

The project came about 
when 5th-grade teacher Steve 
Wagonseller’s class received Thant 
Zin, the ecotourism manager of the 
Myanmar’s Wildlife Conservation 
Society, a few weeks ago.

As a result of Thant Zin’s 
presentation, the students prepared 
artwork to illustrate the problems of 
electric-shock fishing, agricultural 
pollution, mining and other threats 
to the unique species.

While there is a storied tradition 
of good relationships between 
Ayeyarwady River fishermen and 
the dolphins – including many 
accounts of the river mammals 
cooperating with fishermen to 
herd the fish toward the nets – 
the dolphins also get killed when 
fishermen use electricity to shock 

and stun the fish.
The students see this practice as 

a primary threat.
Student Aye Phye Chan Thar, 12, 

said the dolphin was a proud symbol 
of the river.

“We also want to say the dolphin 
is the symbol and the mascot of our 
school. The fishermen are killing 
them because they can get their work 
done more easily, so we want to put a 
stop to that, not just electrical fishing 
but gill nets too,” she said. 

“We were thinking of going and 
talking to the fishermen to reason 
with them not to kill the dolphins. 
They accidently kill them because 
they use electrical fishing, and the 
dolphins mistake the electrical 
fishing for normal fishing.”

The 20 students in the class 
made artwork presentations 
to illustrate the importance of 
protecting the dolphins.

“It is hard for the dolphins to 
reproduce. They have no safe place,” 
said student La Yaung Lin.

Thant Zin from the Wildlife 
Conservation Society said that with 
the help of Myanmar’s Department 
of Fisheries, an estimated 65 
dolphins were identified as living in 
the stretch of river between Bhamo 
and Mandalay.

Thant Zin and others involved 
in protecting the dolphins have a 
project area from Kyaut Myaung to 
Mingun, which is a popular area for 
fishermen and where the estimated 
number of dolphins is 23.

He said the dolphins have a habit 
of heading for the fishermen’s boats, 
swimming around but not coming 
too close.

“Mostly they live in the sand 
banks,” he said.

Dolphin pairs have a single baby, 
and both parents stay with the 
young dolphin for about two years. 
They grow to between 2 and 2.5 
metres (6.5-8.2 feet) in length.

Last month, money was provided 
to fishermen as a way of promoting 
ecotourism and protecting the 
dolphins.

“Electric fishing is against the 
law,” Thant Zin said. “Last year two 
small baby dolphins died, one by 
electric fishing and another one 
by chemical poisoning. Near the 

riverbanks, farmers are planting 
peanuts or corn, and they apply 
chemical insecticides which get 
into the water. We examined a baby 
dolphin’s liver and it was chequered, 
indicating chemical poisoning.”

He added that gold mining also 
created pressure for the dolphins.

Teacher Steve Wagonseller 
said the students did not have to 
wait until they were older to do 
something important.

“We are in school to learn about 
life,” he said. “Myanmar is your 
heritage and your land. You have to 
do it yourself. We want students who 
are responsible and community-
oriented so they learn not only what 
lessons are about, but how lessons 
can be used.” 
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Why are buildings still 
made without a 13th floor?

WWW.MMTIMES.COM

By Patrick Clark

I F, on Friday the 13th, you get 
on a plane, or trade a stock, 
or drive your car through 

an intersection, congratulations. 
You’re too logical for medieval 
superstitions.

If you’re not, you’re in the good 
company of New York’s boldest real 
estate developers. Twelve centuries 
after the Omens of Charlemagne’s 

Death, they are still labelling the 
floor that comes after 12 as 14.

Less than 10 percent of 
Manhattan condominiums with 
13 or more stories actually label 
a floor with the dreaded number, 
said Gabby Warshawer, director 
of research at data and listings 
company CityRealty. That’s an 
estimate based on 650 mid- and 
high-rise buildings that have filed 
condo declarations with New York 
City since 2003, including luxury 

towers going up right now, such as 
53 W 53rd and 225 W 57th streets.

A spokesperson for elevator 
maker Otis International estimated 
that 85pc of US buildings with more 
than 13 floors skipped the unlucky 
number. Otis’s current press office 
couldn’t confirm that stat.

And builders seem to be getting 
more superstitious, not less. Newer 
buildings seem even likelier to skip 
13 than older ones, Warshawer said.

Bad luck seems like a bigger deal 
at the higher end of the Manhattan 
market, confounding expectations 
that a person who spends US$10 
million for a couple of thousand 
square feet of midair real estate 
should be a data-driven rationalist.

Warshawer cautioned that her 
data set of 650 condos may be too 
varied for firm conclusions. “You 
can’t make too much sense out of an 
irrational superstition,” she said.

Why are the titans who borrow 
scary sums to erect towers that defy 
gravity and wind currents afraid to 
number the 13th floor? “Marketing 
people want to appeal to the 
largest audience,” said Jacqueline 
Urgo, president of the Marketing 

Directors, a New York real estate 
consultancy that helps developers 
make these kinds of decisions. Most 
people don’t mind living on the 13th 
floor, just like most people don’t 
mind sitting in the 13th row of an 
airplane. But there’s nothing gained 
by shrinking the potential market, 
Urgo said.

Here’s another theory: Pulling a 
number out of the floor plan serves 
to make a building seem taller. 
Prices for 13th-floor apartments, 
the handful of them that exist, 
don’t sell at a discount, according to 
Jonathan Miller, chief executive of 
appraisal firm Miller Samuel and a 
contributor to Bloomberg View. But 
apartments on higher floor numbers 
command higher prices.

“From a marketing standpoint, it’s 
pretty powerful,” he said. “The taller 
you get, the thinner the competition 
is. If you’re on the 90th floor, there are 
only a handful of units.”

Patrick Kwan, 33, a Chinese 
American who lives in a new 
apartment complex in Midtown, 
thought it was funny that his 
modern digs, where tenants can 
request concierge services by 
iPhone app, doesn’t have a 13th floor. 
Then again, he wasn’t willing to live 
on the fourth or 14th floor, because 
those numbers are bad luck in 
Chinese culture.

“Even if I were OK with being 
on the fourth or 14th floor, I’m sure 
I would have a lot to deal with from 
my mom,” he said.  – Bloomberg News

The Ghost Radar Classic app might 
help identify your invisible guests

House haunted?

I F we’ve learned anything 
from the proliferation of 
reality TV shows since the 

1990s, it’s that we’re constantly 
surrounded by ghosts. 

Series like Ghost Hunters and 
Paranormal State have pioneered 
the use of foolproof research 
methods to demonstrate that our 
world is crowded with disembodied 
spirits. But you don’t need your 
own TV show to make contact with 
these wretched wraiths: Mobile 
technology now allows everyone to 
enjoy DIY ghost hunting.

Last month I tried my own hand 
at haunt-hounding, and after some 
online research I settled on the 
Ghost Radar Classic app – mostly 
because it was free and easy to 
download (spudpickles.com/app/
ghost-radar-classic/).

According to the website, Ghost 
Radar Classic uses “various sensors” 
to detect paranormal activity, 
which it displays as blips on a radar 
readout. The colours of the blips 
indicate signal strength: Red is the 
strongest, followed by yellow, green 
and blue in descending order of 
poltergeistical potency. 

Further, “The entities you 
are trying to interact with can 
manipulate the sensors and have 
Ghost Radar speak their words”, and 
the app helpfully displays a readout 
of these spectral communiqués.

I conducted the first experiment 
at my apartment. I turned on Ghost 
Radar and, sure enough, a red blip 
soon appeared, indicating that 
someone was behind the sofa where 
I was sitting.

The first word spoken through 
the app was “colony”. This was 
followed by the name “John” and the 
word “potatoes”– an unmistakable 
reference to the spud-laden curry 
I had just eaten for dinner. “John” 
then uttered “molecules” before 
going silent. 

It can be concluded that my 
intangible roommate is a food-
mooching, colonial-era spirit named 
John who, in life, was engaged in 
chemical or biological research.

Easy enough. 
The second test occurred 

during a weekend trip to secluded 
Letkhokkon Beach south of Yangon. 
After sunset, I sat on the balcony 
of my bungalow and flipped on my 
trusty apparition-appraising app.

Spirits aplenty wandered the 
grassy lawn in front of the hotel, 
but for a long time none of them 
said anything, making me feel like a 
wallflower at a supernatural garden 
party.

The chatter eventually 
started, but nothing caught my 
attention until I heard “we’re” 
plus “officers”, and after a short 
pause the words “Indian”, “trial” 
and “crops”. The plot thickened 
when my vaporous interlocutor 
pronounced the names “Lee” and 
“Bill” – evidently the real culprits 
in the farmland felony for which 
the Indian officers were framed 
and brought to trial.

I felt like that kid in The 
Sixth Sense who was tasked 
by a ghost with dropping by a 
funeral and revealing that the 
dead girl had been poisoned by 
her mother: In uncovering the 
horrible truth about Lee and Bill’s 
nefarious deception, perhaps 
I – with more investigation and 
technical support from Ghost 
Radar Classic– might be able to 
free the Indian officers from their 
ectoplasmic existence.

Ghost Radar is an excellent 
way to expand your circle of 
supernatural acquaintances. It 
can also give your life new purpose 
by calling your attention to long-
forgotten mysteries, which you can 
solve on your own or as part of a 
group of meddling kids. 

On a more technical level, 
Ghost Radar was well-attuned to 
English-speaking ghosts but seemed 
incapable of picking up chatter 
in other languages. Alternate 
conclusions would be that the app is 
equipped with a built-in translator, 
or that English is the official 
language of the undead. 

– Douglas Long

“We also want to 
say the dolphin is 
the symbol and the 
mascot of our school. 
The fishermen are 
killing them because 
they can get their 
work done more 
easily, so we want to 
put a stop to that.”

Aye Phye Chan Thar, Ayeyarwady 
International School student

Spreading the word about dolphins in danger
International school students in Mandalay work to protect Irrawaddy dolphins

Mie Mie Ko, 12, displays her drawing depicting the dangers facing Irrawaddy dolphins.  Photo: Stuart Alan Becker
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Yangon’s street-side astrologers, palmists and tarot card readers 
are still in demand by customers eager to know what surprises 
the fates hold in store for them

13

“Some customers told me my reading 
was not 100 percent correct, but 
I reckon 70pc accuracy rate is a 
reasonable target.” 

U Min Khant Kyaw

WWW.MMTIMES.COM

Seers of fortune
BY NYEIN EI EI HTWE
 

U NDER the hot sun, on the fringes of downtown Yangon’s 
Mahabandoola Park, a man is sitting reading the 
paper while he waits to open his stall. His workplace is 

decorated with larger-than-life images of palms, showing the 
networks of lines and cross-hatchings that palmists decipher 
so they can predict a customer’s fate.

U Min Khant Kyaw, a street palmist in Yangon for 10 years, 
has also taken his profession on the road. For years he went 
from village to village setting up his stall in various parts of the 
country.

“You can gain greatly in experience by observing different 
customs in different places. Besides, villagers are more honest 
– though, unfortunately, not so wealthy,” he said.

He would ask from K3000 to K5000 for each reading, but 
most villagers could not afford the cost of enlightenment. 
Astrologers and palmists used to do good business at rural 
pagoda festivals, but storefront rentals are high.

“When rents went up, we had to raise our fees too, but you 
can’t charge more than the market will bear. So in the end I 
decided to stay in Yangon,” he said.

An artist should be above such financial considerations. But 
a man has to live.

U Min Khant Kyaw, now 51 years old, learned his present 
trade from the master U Myat Moe Aung. “I’d turned my hand 
to many things. When I got laid off from my last job, I ran into 
a palmist who became my teacher,” he said.

At first a sceptic, U Min Khant Kyaw was surprised to find 
that his new teacher could tell him a great deal about his 
own life and history just by examining his palm. He began to 
practise the art himself, studying the theory in books, until 
the day that U Myat Moe Aung told him he was ready to hit the 
street.

“I was very nervous, but I also wanted to show off my 
learning. I took a seat near Sule Pagoda. A man came up to 
me and asked me to tell his fortune. I read the answers in his 
palm,” he recalled.

Since that first success, he has never looked back. Losing 
interest in more mundane jobs, he decided to become a 
fulltime palmist. He learned a great deal from his clients, both 
good and bad.

“Some customers told me my reading was not 100 percent 
correct, but I reckon 70pc accuracy rate is a reasonable target,” 
said U Min Khant Kyaw.

He is aware that some might look down on a man who 
earns his living by working on the street, and that some 
practitioners boast considerable shop-fronts. “When you read 
in the paper about some wonderful fortune teller, it’s usually 

someone sitting at a desk,” he says. “We street practitioners 
don’t resent them, but most of us are just seers of fortune for 
the working day, living on the strength of our predictions. We 
don’t lie. But nobody is permitted to see the whole picture.”

Fortune teller U Aung Myin Kyaw, whose own personal 
window on the future is Myanmar traditional astrology, 
disparages many palmists as con-artists chasing a quick kyat, 
who deserve their questionable reputation. “Some palmists 
are really great, but public opinion is against them because so 
many customers have been cheated,” he said, adding that U 
Min Khant Kyaw’s 70pc rule-of-thumb is about right.

U Aung Myin Kyaw studied astrology while he was at 
university, majoring in Myanmar literature, from a teacher 
who was a well-known monk at Shwedagon Pagoda. For many 
years he pounded the beat as a policeman, working his way up 
to chief of police at a township by the time he retired.

“I used to practise on the prisoners, and on my fellow 
officers,” he said.

After leaving the police, he worked as a tourist guide in 
Yangon, supplementing his income by predicting his visitors’ 
futures after inquiring their date birth and time.

He consider his greatest feat of astrology was to predict, 
even before US President Obama’s first inaugural in January 
2009, that he would be re-elected to a second term.

“I wanted to cast horoscopes for people all over the world. 

When Obama was elected I found his stars confirmed that he would win 
re-election. I sent my predictions to The Myanmar Times as evidence, and 
it came true,” said U Aung Myin Kyaw happily.

His sense of professionalism is offended by swindlers who masquerade 
as palmists or astrologers, preying on the gullibility of the client. He blames 
them for bringing the art into disrepute by their failures.

“I hate those liars who pretend to tell fortunes. False predictions cause 
bad omens,” he said, adding that the government should promote the art of 
traditional astrology.

“As a culture, we don’t always pass on our traditions, and important 
knowledge can get lost,” he warned.

Tarot card reader U Hein Latt – who has published five books on the 
subject, including Beyond the Cards, Behind the Cards – said that just 
knowing the “meaning” of the cards was not enough to give accurate 
readings. 

“We cannot know the deeper connotations of a reading if we only know 
the general meaning of the cards,” he said. 

“Tarot card readers need to develop their intuition and their sixth sense, 
which will help them to really understand to significance of the cards. This 
means opening the third invisible eye between the two visible eyes.”

He added that to tell the future, card readers should be vegetarians who 
are educated, have a good mind and hold strong religious beliefs. 

However, he admitted that no one had the power to know everything 
about the future.

“Fortune tellers, including tarot card readers, can’t know the future for 
certain, but people always want to know what is coming next for them,” U 
Hein Latt said. “They ask many questions, but we can only give them a few 
answers.” 

  Photos:  1. AFP;  2. Zarni Phyo;  3. Zarni Phyo;  4. Kaung Htet;  5. Kaung Htet
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By NANDAR AUNG

E VERYBODY knows the thin, pale man who visits the 
market early every morning. They know he knots his 
longyi like a woman, and they know how he chatters so 

vociferously. They know why.
This morning he carries a big green basket and buys 

chicken and vermicelli so he can make a curry and soup. The 
meal is not for himself alone. He offers it to his guardian spirit.

U Aung Myat Khaing, who lives in North Okkalapa 
township, is now 50 years old. “I faced a lot of discrimination 
and difficulties for two decades,” he admits. He is a spirit 
medium, who has bowed to his spirit since he was 17 years old.

Much of his life is spent on the earthly plane. He eats 
breakfast in a teashop while reading the paper. He watches 
Korean soap operas on TV while waiting for clients. But 
the shrine in his home bears the carvings of 37 spirits, and 
is heaped with offerings of bananas, coconuts and flowers 
in profusion. His home is also adorned with pictures of his 
younger self, in nat costume, with face makeup, and with a 
sash, headband and anklets in gold. 

People come to him because they need the assistance of 
A May Yin (A May Gyi), a powerful spirit from Monywa in 
Sagaing Region.

“I believe we are a source to connect the spirits with people 
who have problems,” said U Aung Myat Khaing. He makes 
offerings on their behalf to the 37 spirits recognised in the 
Myanmar cultural tradition, hoping they will intercede to 
bring improvements in clients’ health, fortune, love life and 

more.
Working through U Aung Myat Khaing, the spirit will 

prophesy. It can also help him interpret the pattern of cowrie 
shells thrown on the table.

This skill does not come easily. It may require a form of 
marriage to the spirit, some exposure to spiritual risk and the 
need to travel around the country attending nat festivals to 
make offerings.

U Aung Myat Khaing adopted a vegetarian diet, avoids 
the number 13 and favours Wednesdays as a day for making 
arrangements. Nevertheless, affording a brief temporal home 
for a spirit is not an easy thing, he says. His moral character 
must be impeccable, and his life must be suffused with respect 
for the spirit and confidence in its powers.

Medium U Tin Win, 48, is also married to his spirit. He has 
undergone possession and acquired the temporary power to 
prophesy.

When he was 27, a client sought his help in finding a lost 
gold necklace. Aware that he could not do this alone, he invited 
the spirit into his body. “I felt weird and dizzy. My fingers and 
toes grew cold and my memory went blank,” said U Tin Win, 
describing his first experience of possession. “When I got back 
my mind, the client told me that I had revealed the location of 
the necklace” – albeit in riddle form.

“Not on the ground or in the water, nor in the hands of a 
thief, but placed within something,” he was made to say. The 
client, after a search, found the chain in a cavity below the 
floor of his house.

As for U Aung Myat Khaing, he was 27 years old before he 
felt able to choose his personal guardian spirit, drawing on the 

help of his teacher and three experienced mediums.
“I still remember that time. It was the most exciting 

moment of my life. I had no idea what kind of spirit would 
come to me,” he said.

He prepared for the ceremony by adopting a strict 
vegetarian diet for a month. Seated amid the traditional 
offerings of bananas and coconuts linked with a sewing thread, 
he was attended by four elder spirit mediums who cooled 
him with red cotton fans. His teacher bore four cups, each 
inscribed with the name of a famous spirit: Ko Gyi Kyaw, A 
May Yin, the Taungbyone nats and A May Gyan. Blindfolded, 
U Aung Myat Khaing chose a cup: A May Yin.

Such rituals are becoming rarer, says medium U Ko Lay, 48, 
of Kyaiklat township, Pyapon District, Ayeyarwady Region. 
“Meditation centres are proliferating and some people don’t 
believe in spirits anymore,” he said.

But Aung Myat Khaing, U Tin Win and their colleagues do 
not believe their way of life is passing from the scene, nor do 
they fear for the place that reverence for the spirits holds in 
the life of the people.

Spirit worship is not as common in mainstream society 
as it once was, although among Buddhists it remains one of 
the most highly developed forms of ceremony and ritual. But 
young Buddhists often don’t believe in the spirit tradition. On 
the other hand, visiting foreigners sometimes adopt it.

Australian Bob Percival said, “I’m not superstitious, but 
when I arrived here I could see that many people were. I 
bought some beautiful carved wooden nats from Mandalay, 
and I was told that you have to give them water and flowers 
every day to avoid bad luck. So I do.” 

Nat dead yet

  Photos:
  1. Douglas Long
  2. Christopher Davy
  3. Thiri Lu
  4. Douglas Long
  5. Christopher Davy
  6. Christopher Davy
  7. Thiri Lu
  8. Thiri Lu
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Seeking treasure and its undead guardians
on Daysompar Pagoda Hill

There are stories about pilgrims who sing on their way 
to the top of mountain and end up wandering around 
in circles in the forest. When others ask what they are 
doing, they say they are trying to find a way to the top 
of mountain even though the path is right before their 
eyes.
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BY DOUGLAS LONG

P  ICK any pagoda in Myanmar and it’s 
almost certain to have extraordinary 
legends attached to it.

One site in particular kept popping up 
in conversations with Myanmar friends: a 
hilltop shrine 30 kilometres (20 miles) north 
of Bago known as Daysompar.

The forested hill on which the pagoda was 
located, I was told, was home to an array of 
nats (spirits), as well as to ghost-like entities 
who guard buried treasure. According to 
one second-hand rumour, there was also a 
subterranean passageway where mummified 
corpses could be seen. 

Being suckers for high weirdness of the 
supernatural sort, my wife and I planned 
a day-trip to the pagoda. A couple of local 
friends declined to accompany us on the 
basis that it was ground zero for excessive 
paranormality, so we were on our own. 

The drive from downtown Yangon took less 
than three hours, and when we got close we 
had to ask for directions because construction 
work along the old Yangon-Mandalay highway 
had obscured the sign at the turnoff to the dirt 
lane leading to the pagoda.

We parked under a shady tree at the foot of 
the hill and approached the pagoda from the 
main south-facing entrance. The stairway was 
lined with Buddhist nuns begging for alms. 
Most of them were widows, we were told, 
and they came to the pagoda from a nearby 
nunnery on Saturdays and Sundays. 

Partway up the stairs was a shrine to the 
regional nat Bago Medaw, recognisable by 
her horned water buffalo headdress and the 
golden fish she holds in each upturned hand. 
Also known as Nankarine Medaw, in her past 
life she was a water buffalo who raised an 
orphan boy whom she loved as her own son.

The boy grew up to be extraordinarily 
strong, and he travelled to the palace at 
Hanthawaddy (now Bago) with the intention 
of serving the king. The boy was accepted into 
service, and one day the king ordered him to 

kill the water buffalo who had raised him and 
cut off her horns, which were known to be 
filled with fine gold. 

When the boy’s mother learned of the 
king’s order, she made a solemn wish for 
her own death, as she did not want her son 
to suffer in hell for committing murder. Her 
heart broken, she died as the result of her 
own wish and became a nat. To this day, her 
followers make offerings for good luck and 
other favours. 

Across the stairway from the Bago Medaw 
shrine was a small room holding a statue of 
Thaik Chote, chief of the treasure-guarding 
spirits at Daysompar.

The hill is famous as a haunt for thaik, or 
spirits who are so attached to their material 
possessions that they stick around to guard 
their belongings rather than pass on to their 
next incarnations. Many of them are thought 
to be misers who hid money under the earth 
from robbers or dacoits, then died before they 
had the chance to reclaim it. 

Such spirits are more properly called osa 
zaunt, while thaik refers to the treasure to 
which they are bound. This attachment is not 
always a symptom of greed: Some osa zaunt 
are believed to be awaiting the arrival of the 
next incarnation of the Buddha so they can 
donate their belongings, pay homage and 
achieve enlightenment. 

In the meantime, osa zaunt who wish 
to can become human beings for a specific 
amount of time, but they must promise their 
thaik family – those from their previous life 
who are also attached to the buried treasure 
– that they will return after an agreed-upon 
period has elapsed.

That means former osa zaunt are walking 
among us. But – as if all of this were not eerie 
enough – while they are human they forget 
their osa zaunt existence. Their thaik family 
sends reminders in the form of dreams, 
and most of them also suffer from frequent 
illness: It is believed that the thaik family 
makes them sick so they will not enjoy their 
human life and will not want to dwell long in 
the human world.

The result of this belief is that normal 
people who suffer from bad dreams or 
recurring illness sometimes start to wonder 
whether they might actually be osa zaunt who 
will soon die and be called back to their thaik. 

Anyone who suspects they might be an 
osa zaunt can consult a bodaw, or one who 
has gained great supernatural power through 
meditation, vegetarianism and moral purity. 
Bodaw can determine whether a disease 
originates from natural causes, was sent by 
a witch or is the result of being an osa zaunt. 
Bodaw can also determine the precise time 
when the osa zaunt is meant to die and return 
to the thaik.

The bodaw can attempt to cut the person’s 
connection with the thaik, a process known 
as thaik kyoe pyat. This usually involves 

brokering a bargain where the osa zaunt can 
sever his or her link to the thaik and remain 
human, but must fulfill a particular promise, 
such as sharing their Buddhist merit with 
their thaik family so they too can return to the 
cycle of reincarnation.

On the other hand, the thaik family might 
not agree to set the person free, and if angered 
they can launch supernatural attacks on the 
human-form osa zaunt, or on their human 
spouse and children, to hasten their return 

from the land of the living.
Perhaps the fear of seeing – or being – an 

osa zaunt lies at the root of some people’s 
reluctance to visit Daysompar Pagoda. One 
acquaintance who explained thaik beliefs to 
me said he knew of a family who, several years 
ago, drove to the pagoda from Yangon to pay 
homage to the Buddha. On the way, they got 
into a car accident that resulted in the death 
of their housemaid. The family subsequently 
assumed that she was an osa zaunt connected 
to treasure near the pagoda, and that she had 
suddenly been called back from the human 
world due to their proximity to her thaik.

Some also believe that the osa zaunt at 
Daysompar do not like people singing or 
cursing on the hill, and that they can make 
offenders lose their way. There are stories 

about pilgrims who sing on their way to 
the top of mountain and end up wandering 
around in circles in the forest. When others 
ask what they are doing, they say they are 
trying to find a way to the top of mountain 
even though the path is right before their 
eyes.

After visiting the strange nat and thaik 
shrines, we found the pagoda itself to be an 
unremarkable example of Mon stupa design. 
There was a large weekend crowd on the 

You
can’t take
it with  you

U Phone Shwe displays a magical staff at Daysompar Hill.   Photo: Douglas Long
Actors Shwe Ba (left) and Kyi Kyi Htay play the roles of osa zaunt in the 1950s film 
Myaw Taw Yaung (Expectation).   Photo: Myanmar Motion Picture Museum

A yathay – a hermit studying to become a bodaw – collects alms at the entrance to Daysompar Pagoda.   Photo: Douglas Long
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platform, demonstrating that plenty of people had no fear of 
osa zaunt. In fact, many believe that those who were relatives 
of Daysompar osa zaunt in past lives can be granted material 
wealth by visiting the pagoda. 

But my wife and I were more interested in finding the cave 
with the mummies, so we left the hilltop platform by the back 
entrance and found ourselves on a network of trails lacing 
through a peaceful bamboo forest. 

Despite asking several people for directions to the cave, 
we had a tough time finding it. I don’t remember singing or 
dropping the F-bomb, but we spent quite a long time walking 
back and forth on the same trails before we finally spotted a 
concrete stairway tucked behind an old monastery that took us 
in the right direction. 

The walkway ended at a small building and a collection of 
shrines shaded by a huge bodhi tree. We were met by a man 
with long hair and a wispy beard who was dressed all in white 
and who introduced himself as U Phone Shwe. He told us he 
was from Ayeyarwady Region but had been living alone on 
Daysompar Hill for 20 years. 

“Most people can’t stay here very long, but for me it’s a 
really tranquil place,” he said, adding that he was the caretaker 
of a shrine dedicated to Sayadaw Bar Mei, who lived during the 
Inwa period, more than 500 years ago. 

“He was highly respected by many generations of kings, 
including Bayinnaung and Dhammazedi. He meditated here, 
and he predicted that someday this place would be swarming 
with pilgrims and that Buddhism would flourish here,” he said.

U Phone Shwe said Bar Mei found this place with the help 
of Sakka (Thagyamin), the king of the celestials.

“While living here, sayadaw limited his diet to vegetables 
and fruits, and people who visit still need to be vegetarians,” 
he said. “This was one of the things that helped him through 
a series of spiritual advancements. He had supernatural skills 
that lie beyond a layman’s conception. He could bring down 
Sakka from heaven and he could make things emerge out of 
nowhere.”

He told us that Bar Mei was a bodaw whose pupils included 
Inwa Min Gaung and Dhammazedi Min Gaung. Among their 
spiritual kin is Bo Min Gaung, a layman who passed away 
about 50 years ago but who, through his powers, became 
ashinhtwet, or reincarnated into another life without 
experiencing physical death.

These beings, also known as weizza, continue to wander the 
earth using their power to help people in trouble and perform 
good deeds as they wait for the arrival of the next incarnation 
of the Buddha. Among their powers are the ability to see 

previous lives; to hear distant sounds and see objects that are 
far away; to know the minds of others; and to fly in the air, dive 
into the earth, walk on water, create multiple bodies and be 
many places at once. 

All of this was fine, but what about the cave?
Yes, the cave. The entrance was just on the other side of the 

shrine, U Phone Shwe said, and it was where Bar Mei spent his 
time meditating. He explained that the tunnel passed through 
the hill, from where we were sitting all the way to Daysompar 
Pagoda about 500 metres away.

“Bar Mei always enters the cave from this side,” U Phone 
Shwe said, speaking as if the ancient bodaw were still alive. 
“I recently repaired the cave, but we closed it down due to 
people’s greed. Some visitors were stealing the sayadaw’s 
relics.”

He could have been referring to Bar Mei’s belongings, but 
he might also have meant the bodaw’s physical remains, in the 
same way people might talk about tooth relics of the Buddha or 
bone-and-flesh relics of Catholic saints. 

Whatever the thieves had taken, and for whatever purpose, 
we were disappointed that we were not able to see the cave, 
but we were also happy to return from our day-trip unscathed 
– secure in the knowledge we were unlikely to be osa zaunt 
living on time borrowed from a thaik buried somewhere on 
the slopes of Daysompar Hill. 
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Nine Wonders of
Shwedagon Pagoda
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Chit Su

A CCORDING to legend, 
Shwedagon Pagoda was built 
2500 years ago by the Mon 

to enshrine eight hairs from the 
head of the Buddha. The towering, 
golden stupa is clearly one of the 
religious wonders of the world, and 
the platform is also crowded with 
statues and small temples where 
pilgrims gather to pay homage to the 
Buddha. Some of these  shrines are 
said to have mysterious supernatural 
powers, and together they have come 
to be known as the Nine Wonders of 
Shwedagon Pagoda  

1.	 Pademya Myet Shin (Buddha 
statue with ruby eyes)

In ancient times, this Buddha 
image was worshipped by the royal 
family, with devotional offerings 
made in particular by kings who 
wanted to ensure victory in battle. 
Pademya Myet Shin is located on 
the upper platform of Shwedagon 
Pagoda, which is only accessible 
by men. Women can pay their 
respects at the gateway to the upper 
platform, where an image of the 
statue is broadcast on a flat-screen 
television.   

2.	 Weizza Zawgyi Buddha Statue
Locals believe that the small 
temple in which this Buddha 
image is located was built by a 
zawgyi, or an alchemist who 
possesses supernatural powers. The 
decorations on the temple include 
floral motifs intertwined with 
images of several zawgyi. 

3.	 Shinsawpu Buddha Statue
Built by the Mon Queen Shinsawpu 
of Hanthawaddy (r 1453-1472), this 
shrine is popularly known as the 
Wish Fulfillment Pagoda. Pilgrims 
come to pray for work promotions, 
good exam results and fruitful 
relationships with their lovers or 
spouses. Nearby is a tree where 
people leave letters with written 
prayers and wishes. 

4.	 Sandawdwin Pagoda
This hall contains the spring where 

the eight hairs of the Buddha were 
said to have been washed before 
being enshrined in the pagoda. The 
well is believed to be connected to 
the Ayeyarwaddy River. 

5.	 Shin Izza Gawna Temple
The Buddha image at this shrine 
sports two different-sized eyes. 
Shin Izza Gawna was a powerful 
monk during the ancient Bagan 
period. According to legend, Shin 
Izza Gawna practiced alchemy 
but failed in his attempt to turn 
ordinary metal into gold. In 
despair, he poked out both of his 
eyes but later succeeded in his 
alchemical experiments. He then 
sent one of his students to buy new 
eyes, but the student returned with 
one eye from a cow and one from a 
goat. Shin Izza Gawna used magic 
to restore his own sight, but his 
eyes were different and he became 
known as Ajagona or “Ram-Bull”. 

6.	 Bo Bo Aung Buddha Statue
Bo Bo Aung was a wizard in the 
early 19th century who acquired 
great supernatural powers through 
moral purity. Many Myanmar 
people believe that Bo Bo Aung 
is still alive, and that he can use 
his powers to protect and fulfill 
the wishes of those who pay him 
homage.

7.	 Labamunni Buddha Statue
Most statues at Shwedagon depict 
the Buddha with his right palm 
turned downward. This particular 
image is different in that it shows 
the right hand facing upward.

8.	 Pyadashin Buddha Image
This bronze image displays a 
slightly protruding forehead. 
Devotees believe that this effect 
comes from the existence of a 
magical ball of mercury that was 
enshrined in the statue’s head. 
This is another favourite place for 
pilgrims to make wishes.

9.	 Shin Mahtee Buddha Image
It is believed that his shrine was 
built about 1000 years ago by Shin 
Mahtee, a monk who had achieved 
enlightenment.
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday
4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

YANGON TO MANDALAY MANDALAY TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 YH 910 Daily 7:40 9:45
W9 515 1 6:00 7:25 Y5 233 Daily 7:50 9:00
YH 909 Daily 6:00 7:40 YJ 811 3 8:10 10:05
YH 917 Daily 6:10 8:30 YJ 891 Daily 8:20 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:05 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YJ 811 3 6:30 7:55 YH 918 Daily 8:30 10:45
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YH 830 5 11:05 14:55
W9201 1 7:00 8:25 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YJ 212 5 15:00 17:05
YJ 751 5 10:45 14:50 YJ 752 5 15:05 16:30
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25 YH 912 2 15:30 17:25
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 202 1,2,3,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:25 YJ 762 4 15:50 17:00
YH 911 2 11:00 12:40 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YJ 762 1,2 16:35 18:00
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YH 732 6 16:40 18:05
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 13:25 YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,7 16:40 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 W9 152/W97152 1 17:05 18:30
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30

YJ 151/W9 7151 1 13:00 16:45 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YH 738 3,5,7 17:25 18:50
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
YH 731 Daily 14:30 16:40 YH 730 2,4,6 17:45 19:10
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30 YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55 W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40

YANGON TO NYAUNG U NYAUNG U TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 Daily 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH 918 Daily 7:45 10:45
YH 909 Daily 6:00 8:25 YJ 141 / W9 7141 1 7:55 10:55
YH 917 Daily 6:10 7:45 YJ 881 7 8:05 10:10
YJ 141 1 6:20 7:40 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 8:20 10:25
YJ 881 7 6:30 7:50 YH 910 Daily 8:25 9:45
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 8:05 YH 835 6 8:35 9:55
YJ 801 6 7:00 8:20 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,7 14:30 17:25 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,6 17:25 18:45
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40
W9 129 1 15:30 17:35

YANGON TO MYITKYINA MYITKYINA TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 829 5 7:00 9:40 YH 832 4,6 11:55 14:45
YH 835 1,7 7:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 11:55 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:05 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YH 830 5 12:30 14:55
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 13:50 YJ 202 1,2,3,4 14:05 16:55
YJ 233 6 11:00 16:05 YJ 152 / W9 7152 1 15:35 18:30
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

YJ 151 / W9 7151 1 13:00 16:45

YANGON TO HEHO HEHO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:50 YJ 141 / W9 7141 1 8:50 10:55
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YJ 811 3 8:55 10:05
YH 917 Daily 6:10 9:35 YJ 881 7 9:00 10:10

YJ 141/ W9 7141 1 6:20 8:35 YJ 891 Daily 9:05 10:15
YJ 811 3 6:30 8:40 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YJ 881 7 6:30 8:45 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 9:15 10:25
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 9:00 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
YJ 201 1 7:00 9:10 YH 918 Daily 9:35 10:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YJ 752 5 14:20 16:30
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 11:40 YJ 762 4 15:50 17:00
YJ 751 5 10:45 11:55 YJ 762 1,2 15:50 18:00
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,6 15:55 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 12:40 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 YH 738 3,5,7 16:40 18:50
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 YJ 752 3,7 16:45 17:55
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
YH 731 Daily 14:30 15:55
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40

YANGON TO MYEIK MYEIK TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

YANGON TO SITTWE SITTWE TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

YANGON TO THANDWE THANDWE TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr

YJ 141/W9 7141 1 6:20 9:50 YJ 141/W9 7141 1 10:05 10:55
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

YANGON TO DAWEI DAWEI TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

YANGON TO LASHIO LASHIO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 5 10:45 13:00 YJ 752 5 13:15 16:30
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 12:45 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 YJ 752 3,7 15:40 17:55
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48

YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

YANGON TO PUTAO PUTAO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 831 6,4 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1,7 11:00 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 832 4,6 11:00 14:45
YH 835 7,1 7:00 11:00 YH 827 3 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40
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Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 Daily 17:00 17:50
PG 704 Daily 18:35 20:30 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
8M 233 5,6,7 14:40 19:05 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 18:50
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 00:05+1 8M 234 5,6,7 20:10 21:35

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 7:30 11:30 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 12:30 13:30
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 1:10 5:25 KA 252 2,4,6 22:20 00:15+1

KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10
8M 7702 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10

YANGON TO GAYA GAYA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 1,3,5,6 10:30 11:50 8M 602 1,3,5,6 12:50 16:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30

Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15
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ACROSS
1 Bar mitzvah 

officiator
6 Maple dripping
9 Flagstone 

material
14 Blew it
15 Post-USSR 

alliance
16 Dairy Queen 

supply
17 Like some talk
18 __ out a living
19 Hardly a man of few 

words
20 Poland’s locale
23 Infomercials, e.g.
24 Red-___ (way to be 

caught)
25 Ceiling
28 Not in the 

clergy
29 Boot-camp sentence 

ender
30 More than 

indecent
32 Column type
34 A bit more than 

never
35 Moderate, 

in politics
41 City on its own Great 

Lake
42 Chiseler
43 Designs of colored 

glass
47 Possess
48 Dreamy sleep 

phase
51 Lennon’s bride
52 Yet to hit the 

shelves
54 Australian 

runner
55 Egg order
59 Artist Matisse
61 Photo, briefly
62 Watchful
63 Pizzeria needs
64 “The Tell-Tale Heart” 

writer
65 Cowboys’ home
66 Academy 

student
67 Bread heel
68 “Come in!”

DOWN
1 Cap again
2 Fleet of warships

 3 Bold and 
outspoken

 4 Boxing prize
 5 Doing nothing
 6 Play synopsis
 7 Singer Clay
 8 False start?
 9 Young codfishes
10 What an air ball 

misses
11 Hollywood 

resident
12 Actor Van Cleef
13 Hrs. in New York
21 German wine 

valley
22 Vicksburg soldier, 

briefly

26 Andean 
civilization

27 Scout’s good 
work

29 Costa del ___
31 New Year’s 

popper
32 “I had no ___!”
33 Environmental hazard, 

for short
35 Exec’s note
36 Frequently pumped 

item
37 Repudiated
38 Thrashed
39 Bookstore 

section
40 Long, long time

44 More than 
request

45 Simple bed
46 Treeless 

plain
48 Bend a little
49 Exit one’s 

cocoon
50 Murmur 

indistinctly
53 Betelgeuse’s 

constellation
56 Atlantic bird
57 Filly’s mother
58 Verve
59 Ad-___ committee
60 One of the 

Gabors

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

SHIFTING PRIORITIES By Kimberly Grant

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON
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Libra | Sept 23 – Oct 22

You are responsible for 
constructing and maintaining 
your personal philosophy. You 
must have mental power 
enough to change and improve 

your personality. Use your keen senses to 
navigate through life and locate worthy 
projects, and to gain a new perspective of the 
beauty of everything. 

Gemini | May 21 – June 20

Art is an effort to create, 
beside the real world, a more 
humane world. Believe in the 
human heart and in the value 
of concepts such as freedom 

and justice. Know that the human image 
has never been forgotten in the arts. You 
would like to bring yourself near	 er to 
human actuality.

Aquarius | Jan 20 – Feb 18

Do not fear chaos, which 
threatens and unsettles with 
fears of unknown dangers. 
Music can create order from 
chaos. True, forces of nature 

are unpredictable. Acknowle	 dge the 
ever-present imminence of chaos and 	
affirm that you can function within it and 
even sometimes tame it.

Pisces | Feb 19 – March 20

Draw on your courage to do 
the just and fearless thing 
every single time. Strive to 
overcome that lack of 
self-confidence which 
saps your will to battle 
through blockages and 

social interference as you pursue your dreams. 
Positive creativity is a basic component of right 
living and you should have a loving attitude.

Cancer | June 21 – July 22

To risk making a mess while 
embracing improvisation 
must be the expression of 
wisdom and soul. You can 
be both talented and 

inadequate, magnificent and puny, 
because of your tarnished human nature. 
You may be an imperfect but still splendid 
creature thanks to your varied 
experiences and creative quality.

Scorpio | Oct 23 – Nov 21

Character is destiny, and 
character must be simple 
and honest at the level of 
intelligence. Believe that at 
the core of every human 

being lie pride, dignity and self-respect. 
Understand the problems of low 
self-esteem. Do so by loving yourself and 
loving the work to raise yourself up and 
move toward its better shape. 

Capricorn | Dec 22 – Jan 19

Never give up questing after 
knowledge in your own quiet 
way, and always continue to 
develop and research your 
practice of concentration 

according to your own rules and 
discipline. A good chance will arise for 
taking on more responsibility and power 
and you must understand to boost your 
self-esteem.			 
	

Virgo | Aug 23 – Sept 22

An intelligent hell would be 
better than a stupid 
paradise. A relationship of 
love is to love and to be 
loved. Know that the man 

who has no inner life is a slave to his 
surroundings. The introverted carries the 
seeds of danger, and you could miss 
something important every day. 
Extroverted nature is meaningful.

Taurus | Apr 20 – May 20

One is jealous because one 
cannot live without love. 
Acknowledge your own 
envious nature and take 
pride in your ability to loosen 

envy’s grip. Frame a simple rule about 
everybody. You must support your own 
best nature and live more wisely to feel 
better about yourself. Know that 
self-esteem is yours for the asking. 

Aries | Mar 21 – Apr 19

A classic is like a hidden 
treasure. Its core is buried 
under so many layers of 
varnish that it can be 
attained only by patience 

and infiltration. You must have the score 
in your head, not your head in the score. 
Know that everyone prefers belief to the 
exercise of judgment, and dogma does 
not mean the absence of thought.

Leo | July 23 – Aug 22

Emotional stability is a source 
of fairness and dependability. 
Your analysis of problems are 
essential management 
functions that must be 

exercised with logic and reason under 
known conditions to illuminate 
opportunities. All meaningful statements 
about the relationship between goodness 
and fairness relate to the long run.

Sagittarius | Nov 22 – Dec 21

Putting off an easy thing 
makes it hard and putting off 
a hard one makes it 
impossible. Rid your mind of 
thoughts that are non-

paying guests, and instead fill it with 
purposeful sparks of your wisdom. Truth 
and equity are not easily interrelated 
within an egocentric policy and its 
negative drives.
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T HE Myanmar Times 
is pleased to take the 
opportunity afforded by 

the launch of our new weekly 
magazine, Weekend, to recall 
some of the most heinous crimes 
ever perpetrated in and around 
our great metropolis of Yangon. 
Many of these outrages, which 
occurred toward the closing 
years of the last century, may be 
unknown to our readers, as is 
the astonishing skill displayed 
in solving them by the Yangon 
consulting detective, U Sha 
Lok, who from time to time 
assisted the official police in 
solving mysteries beyond their 
comprehension. U Sha Lok, who 
was world-famous throughout 
Yangon in the eighties and 
nineties, brought to his singular 
profession astonishing powers 
of observation and deduction, 
which he deployed to bring many 
an incorrigible reprobate to book.

Though he himself cared 
nothing for public acclaim, 
shunned the limelight and was 
content to dwell modestly in 
the humble obscurity of his 
lodgings in Bei Ka Street, history 
is indebted to U Sha Lok’s friend 
and companion, Dr U Wa Zone, 
for recording, embellishing and 
sometimes outright inventing the 
exploits of the great detective. 
Some of the most gripping of 
these narratives, written in Dr 
Wa Zone’s crabbed hand in his 
private journal, recently came to 
light after decades in obscurity. 
They have now been recovered, 
translated and edited with 

devoted care by the 
leading criminologist 
Ko Nan Doi. Thanks to his 
exertions, readers will be able 
to relive the excitement that 
convulsed our readers 20 and 
more years ago as they witnessed 
U Sha Lok grapple with the forces 
of lawlessness and darkness. 
Readers can learn of the shocking 
events presented in A Study in 
Saffron, in which Dr Wa Zone first 
made the acquaintance of U Sha 
Lok; of the international cause 
célèbre known as A Scandal in 
Sukhumvit; and of the dastardly 
affair of The Pickled Blend. 
Above all, we will revisit the great 
detective’s titanic clash with 
his mortal enemy, Dr Mo Yat Ti, 
known as the Napoleon of Crime 
who, in his luxurious den deep 
in the warren of the meanest 
streets of Yangon (now the site 
of a gourmet supermarket), 
held in his hand the threads of 
a hundred criminal enterprises. 
Dr Mo Yat Ti disappeared, at the 
same time as U Sha Lok, under 
the bizarre circumstances later 
related by Dr U Wa Zone in the 
account he entitled The Drowned 
Bell, in which he relates how U 
Sha Lok thwarted an attempt by 
his foe to purloin with the famed 
Dhammazedi Bell.

We therefore invite our 
readers to peruse next week’s 
edition, where the first chapter 
of the narrative entitled A Study 
in Saffron will be presented for 
their delectation. 
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St, 
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Office: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing, 
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897. 
info@venturaoffice.com, 
www.venturaoffice.com

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd. 
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue 
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

BOOK STORES

•	150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
•	15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
•	# 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay.  
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
•	# 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon. 
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

CAR RENTAL

•	 First Class VIP 
Limousine Car Rental.

•	 Professional English 
Speaking Drivers.

•	 Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

•	 Call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE 
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

HOT LINE: 
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232, 
www.centurionauto.com

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278. 
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd, 
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979 
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN. 
Tel: 541217, 559011,  
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower 
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

Yangon : A-3, Aung San 
Stadium (North East Wing), 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking) 
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand New Left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive Insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafleet.com
soe@yomafleet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.  
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITION

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center  
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
A D V E R T I S I N G

Sule Shangri-La Hotel  
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Est. 1992 in Myanmar 
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Sakura Residence  
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence  
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

09-4500 59037
09-7996 31775
7 seats, 11 seats, 14 seats, 
22 seats, 33 seats, 45 seats,
amaravehicles@gmail.com

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa 
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St, 
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63, 
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Super Car Rental
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        09-2520-92244

SUPER
Car Rental

No. 56, Bo Ywe St, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-246551, 375283, 
09-2132778, 09-31119195. 
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

DELIVERY SERVICE

Express Courier & Cargo 
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

COLD STORAGE

Est. 1992 in Myanmar 
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,  
7½ miles,  
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.  
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar 
@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

GLASS

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Ruby & Rare Gems  
of Myanamar 

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com 
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road, 
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@ 
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

News & Business Ideas
facebook “box.com.mm”
http://box.com.mm

KH Hotel, Yangon 
28-A, 7 Miles, Pyay Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Ph: 95-1-652532, 652533

AsiA PlAzA Hotel 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung 
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,  
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp. 
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp. 
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel.  
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,  
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398. 
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp. 
Tel: 951-657281~7. 
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road,  
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978.  
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B), 
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964. 
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada 
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887, 
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219, 
388412, 
email:indiaembassy 
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait 
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp. 
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249, 
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-2306046-9 
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 7, Gandamar 
St, Yankin Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151, Email: 
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon.  
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya 
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland  
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon.  
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey 
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon.  
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313.  
www.cloverhotel.asia.  
info@cloverhotel.asia

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center 
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722 
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus 
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974 
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St, 
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Winner Inn  
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3, 
        229358 ~ 61,  
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown) 
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown) 
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch) 
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com, 
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel 
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near 
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar. 
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

No.(25, D1), New University 
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

Excel River View 
Hotel

Excel Palace Hotel

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAy PyI TAw)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177, 
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

153/159,Bogyoke Ag San Rd, 
(Cor of 46 st),Botataung Tsp. 
Yangon, Myanmar,
Tel: 951-298986,296209, 
www.grandlaurelhotel.com

Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar  
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp.  
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Chatrium Hotel 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.  
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

Confort Inn 
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872

Inya Lake Resort Hotel 
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.  
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

Tel: 09-7349-4483,  
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

HAPPY HOMES
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

Novotel Yangon Max 
Pyay Rd, Near Hledan 
Bridge, Kamayut Tsp, 
Tel: 01 230 5878, 01 230 5912
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Monsoon turns 10

VeVe dealer night

The Myanmar Times goes daily 

Monsoon restaurant 
threw one hell of a party 
on March 8 to celebrate 
its 10th anniversary. The 
Gatsby-themed event 
saw guests getting done 
up in 1920s attire, and 
a champagne fountain 
coupled with a live jazz 
band got everybody 
dancing.

Guests joined models for 
the VeVe drinks dealer 
night on February 28.

200 invited guests joined The Myanmar Times team and chair of Myanmar 
Consolidated Media U Thein Tun to celebrate the launch of its new English daily 
newspaper at Sule Shangri-La on March 5.
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Victoria and Su Sandar Phyo

Ye Yint Aung Kaung Htet Zaw

Poe Ei Phyu Sin

Su Myat Noe Kyaw Irene Zin Mar Myint

Tun Tun Aye, Thiri and models

Naya, Phyu Phyu Tin, guests,  Su Su Tin

Nathalie and guests
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Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by  
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza 
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township.  
Tel: 09-855-1383

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 660769, 664363.

HOTEL SUPPLY

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 778, 684 013
phgemarketing@
spa-mm.com,  
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

Capital Hyper Mart 
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart (Aung San) tel: 
253022, 294765.

SUPERMARKETS

SANITARY WARE

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Office Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

RESORT

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9 
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp.  
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free) 
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795.  
Mobile. 09-512-3049.  
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar, 
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702, 
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Golden Land Real Estate 
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        01-242370

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTURE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

Executive Serviced 
Office, Registered 
and Virtual Office, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.officehubservices,com

SCHOOLS

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926, 
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

No.695, Mahabandoola 
Road, (Between 19th & 
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha 
Township, Yangon.
Ph: 01-395816, 396817

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr, 
32nd St, Pabedan Tsp, Ygn. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

REAL ESTATE

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

NO.61, 2nd Floor, 101 Street,
Kandawlay, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Ph: 01-205102, 09 2603 
60932, 09 2603 60933,
09 3334 6666

Intl Quality Uniform & 
Promo Gifts
for Corporate, Hotel, F&B
Tel: (959) 972 154 990, 
Email: suchada@
stgroupholdings.com

Grohe 
Bath Room Accessories, 
79-B3/B3, East Shwe Gone 
Dine, Near SSC Women’s 
Center, Bahan. 
Tel : 01-401083, 09-
73011100, 09-73056736

Web Services
All the way from Australia – 
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd 
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
Company Limited

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road. 
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker 
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offices, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided, 
Mobile: 09-253 559 848, 
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332, 
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

American best practices
Pabaedan Township.
09 253 559 848
info@PathwayMoving.com
www.PathwayMoving.com
Yangon’s premier mover



FRIDAY 13

MUSIC
Aaron Gallegos Trio. Blending diverse 
influences from Flamenco, jazz and world 
music. Gekko, 535 Merchant Road 7pm

Acoustic music show. Off The Beaten 
Track Cafe, Kandawgyi Park (near 
children’s playground), Mingalar Taung 
Nyunt 7-9:30pm

ART
“Brush Stroke of Couple”. Watercolour 
paintings by U Lun Gywe and Lun Mya 
Mya (until March 15). Trish Gallery (ground 
floor), Excellent Condominum, 46A Min 
Yaung Street 

“Space & Speed”. Solo show by Aung 
Latt (until March 17). River Ayeyarwady 
Gallery, 134 35th Street (middle block), 
Kyauktada 

Transition this! Swedish street artist 
CAP’s second solo exhibition (until March 
15). Pansodan Gallery, Pansodan Street

MISC
The art of bartending: cocktail show. 
Nine award-winning bartenders will 
showcase their nine best cocktails. 
Sample cocktails for free! Myanmar 
Convention Center, Mindhamma Road, 
Mayangone Township 1-2:30pm

“Hidden Words, Hidden World”. Ethnic 
Literature Symposium organised by the 
British Council and PEN Myanmar writers’ 
association. British Council, Strand Road 
9:30-5pm (see page 27)

SATURDAY 14

MUSIC

Live Music. Kokine Bar & Restaurant 
(near Kokine swimming club) 6-11pm

NIGHTLIFE

“Shamrock the Boat”. St. Patrick’s Day 
Boat Party. Wardan Jetty, Lan Thit Street. 
Entry K30,000 5:30-8:30pm 

MISC
Creative Weekend Art Workshop for 
Kids. Agora Café, 84 Kanbe Main Road 
(opposite Yankin Children’s Hospital), 
Yankin 9am-3pm

“The past is the present”. Personal 
visual histories workshop with Pablo 
Baartholomeu as part of the Yangon Art 
and Heritage Festival. Myanmar Deitta 
Gallery, 44th Street (lower block) 10am-
5pm

“Hidden Words, Hidden World”. Ethnic 
Literature Symposium organised by the 
British Council and PEN Myanmar writers’ 

association. Think Gallery, People’s Park 
9:30-5pm (see page 27)

“La Casa: Contemporary Art in 
Domestic Spaces” guided tour (see 
www.yangonartandheritage.com for more 
information) 4-7pm  (see page 27)

ART
“The Mee Ya Hta Building”. Solo 
exhibition by UK artist Kate Bowen (until 
March 22). Gallery 65, 65 Yaw Min Gyi 
Road, Dagon 10am-6pm (see page 4)

SUNDAY 15

MISC
Heritage treasure hunt. A fun family 
treasure hunt around the city. British 
Club, Alan Pya Pagoda Road 11am

“The past is the present”. Personal 
visual histories workshop with Pablo 
Baartholomeu as part of the Yangon Art 
and Heritage Festival. Myanmar Deitta 
Gallery, 44th Street (lower block) 10am-5pm

“La Casa: Contemporary Art in 
Domestic Spaces” guided tour (see 
www.yangonartandheritage.com for more 
information) 4-7pm (see page 27)

MONDAY 16

MUSIC
Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya Road, 
Bahan 9:30pm

MISC
Trivia night. Free beer pitcher for 
round winners and winning team gets 
a K30,000 bar tab. 50th Bar, 50th Street 
(lower block) 8pm

“The past is the present”. Personal 
visual histories workshop with Pablo 
Baartholomeu as part of the Yangon Art 
and Heritage Festival. Myanmar Deitta 
Gallery, 44th Street (lower block) 11am-6pm

TUESDAY 17

ART
“Tuesday snippets.” Gallery conversation 
and drinks. Pansodan Gallery, 289 
Pansodan Street, Kyaukada, 7pm- late

WEDNESDAY 18

NIGHTLIFE
Social dancing and zumba dance 
party. Hola dance club, 94 Bogalay 
Zay Street, Botahtaung. Entry K5000. 
8-9:30pm

Mojito Night, The Lab, 70A Shwe Gone 
Daing Road, Bahan, 5:30-10pm

MUSIC
Jazz music and dinner. Rendez-Vous 
restaurant and bar, Institut Francais, Pyay 
Road 7:30-9:30pm

THURSDAY 19

FILM
Japanese film night. Embassy of Japan, 
100 Natmauk Road, Bahan 5:30pm

MUSIC
Folk on Fire with L’N’R band. Mojo Bar, 
135 Inya Road, Bahan 9:30pm

MISC
“The Art of Character Design”. A 
workshop about the art of Pansakar 
Stiker by Zeyar Win Htet and Thet Paing 
Kha. Phandeeyar, 11th floor, Mac Tower 
Building, 561 Merchant Road 6-7pm 

FILM

March 13-20 

Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top Royal, 
Shae Shaung (1, 2) and Nay Pyi Taw 
cinemas are 10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 

6:30pm and 9:30pm

Start times at Junction Square and 
Juntion Maw Tin are 9:30am, 12:30pm, 

3:30pm and 6:30pm daily and 9:30am, 

12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm 

on Friday and Saturday

Start times at Mingalar San Pya are 
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 

9:30pm

Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Exists. Directed by Eduardo Sanchez. 
Horror Film. 
Rock Angel. Directed by Puttipong 
Pormsaka Na-Sakonnakorn. Thai drama. 
Black Hat. Directed by Michael Mann. 
American action thriller. 
 
Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 2, 
Myaynigone 
Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal. Directed 
by Peter Pau and Zhao Tianyu. Chinese-
Hong Kong 3D fantasy-adventure film. 
 
Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda Road, 
Kyauktada 
Gangnam Blues. Directed by Yooha. 
South Korean action film. 
Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal. 
Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut 
Dragon Blade. Directed by Daniel Lee. 
Hong-Kong action film. 
 
Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw 
Dragon Blade. 
 
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw 
Gangnam Blues. 
Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal.

BY Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

T HE Ethnic Literature Symposium, 
“Hidden Words, Hidden World”, 
organised by the British Council and PEN 

Myanmar writers’ association, will be held on 
March 13 at the British Council in Yangon, and 
March 14 at Think Gallery in People’s Park, from 
9:30am to 5pm each day. 

More than 20 ethnic writers, including Mi 
Lay Mon, Rev N-Gan Tang Gun and Saw Chit 
Than, will lead the symposium, together with 
publishers and heads of literary and cultural 
committees from the Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, 
Chin, Mon, Rakhine and Shan nationalities.

British poet James Byrne – who co-edited 
Bones Will Crow, a bilingual anthology of 
Myanmar poetry – will also take part. 

For the past two years, the British Council 
has promoted the project to showcase ethnic 
literatures by holding short-story workshops.

Myanmar’s ethnic groups have their own 
literatures, including novels. The workshop will 
enable the publication of novels in 10 ethnic 
languages in May, following the symposium.

Kevin Mackenzie, country director of the 
British Council, said the symposium was a 
chance to reveal and connect to the hidden 
worlds of ethnic groups. “Minorities and 
ethnic groups used to relate their dreams and 
experiences in their literatures to younger 
people. So this symposium is a good chance to 
study their cultures and beliefs and to attract a 
bigger audience,” he said.

Writer Ma Thida (Sanchaung) from PEN 
Myanmar said a deeper understanding of 
literature was a key to advancing the peace 
process between the government and various 
ethnic armed groups.

“Literature is a doorway to each ethnic people 
and we hope this symposium can bring more 
understanding of ethnic cultures,” she said. 
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Symposium 
showcases 
ethnic 
literatures
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Photos are displayed on Pansodan Bridge as part of the Yangon Art and Heritage Festival.  Photo: Zarni Phyo

Art will be exhibited in eight homes around the city as part of the Yangon Art and Heritage Festival.  Photo: Supplied

By Nandar Aung and 
Zon Pann Pwint

R ESIDENTS of downtown 
Yangon are opening the 
doors of their homes to the 

public as part of the Yangon Art 
and Heritage Festival. Visitors 
have the chance to nosey around 
eight houses and one historic 
residence at weekends during 
the festival, being held until 
March 22. 

The project, entitled La Casa: 

Contemporary Art in Domestic 
Spaces, aims to draw attention to 
important heritage sites that are 
often forgotten or not considered 
as important as the larger 
heritage buildings.

La Casa is the brainchild 
of artists and curators Diana 
Valarezo and Jose Abad Lorente, 
who started the project – 
which blends contemporary 
art exhibitions with non-
conventional spaces such us 
private homes, hospitals and 
schools – in Beijing in 2000. 

“The idea of La Casa came to me 
in 2000 while I was in China. At 
that time, it was difficult to hold art 
exhibitions in Beijing. My friend 
Diana and I came up with the idea 
of exhibiting in people’s houses. It 
becomes a tradition,” said Lorente, 
who will also be opening his house 
during the festival. 

Other houses opening their 
doors to visitors include The 
British Ambassador’s Residence 
on Alanpya Pagoda Road – which 
features in the book 30 Heritage 
Buildings of Yangon and was built 

in 1927 by the general manager of 
the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company 
– and the home of artist San Lin 
Tun, whose 20-year-old house 
will display a collection of poems 
about Yangon written by British 
poets during the colonial era. 

The Yangon Art and Heritage 
festival, titled My Yangon My 
Home, will be held until March 
22 at locations around the city.  
The La Casa project is part 
of the Yangon Art Route. For 
more information, visit www.
yangonartandheritage.com 

La Casa: Contemporary Art in 
Domestic Spaces






