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At Shwedagon,
a gold rush

A four-yearly call
for donations to
gild Shwedagon
Pagoda has received
a massive response
from the public,
with trustees
expecting to place
16,000 new plates
on the Buddhist
landmark this year
- four times what
they had previously
anticipated. While
the thinnest plates
weigh just 1 tical
(0.576 ounces), the
heaviest weigh up
to 60 ticals and are
valued at about
K36 million.

A man attaches a donated go
plate to Shwedagon Pagoda.
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Govt reveals
$928m plan
to develop
agriculture
industry

HTOO THANT
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

NEARLY a billion US dollars is be-
ing invested in projects to support
agricultural development, parliament
heard yesterday. Deputy Minister for
Agriculture U Ohn Than told MPs that
US$927.786 million would be spent on
16 agricultural projects.

Foreign financial aid would fund
12 of the projects, and the remain-
ing four would be funded by loans,
he said.

The 2012 Farmland Law allowed
foreign investment flow into the ag-
ricultural sector, on which more than
70 percent of Myanmar’s population
depends. But investment has been
limited because of the loss of farmland
tenure, high land prices driven by
speculation and the weakness of the
rule of law, said Pyithu Hluttaw repre-
sentative Thura U Aung Ko from Chin
State’s Kanpetlet township.

More than 70 percent of foreign
investments go to extracting natural
resources such as oil, gas and mining,
but just 1pc has gone to agriculture, he
said.

The deputy minister told parlia-
ment that the government had met
throughout last year with 65 foreign
companies prepared to put capital
into agriculture.

Foreign investment is low because
of discrepancies between the Foreign
Investment Law and the Vacant, Fal-
low and Virgin Lands Management
Law, he said. The Foreign Investment
Law allows an initial 50 years of in-
vestment, while the land management
law allowed a maximum of only 30
years.

China, Thailand, South Korea and
Japan invest in the agricultural sector.
China has invested in sugarcane and
fruit plantations in the north, whereas
Thailand has invested in vegetable
and fruit plantations in Nay Pyi Taw
and Shan State.

South Korea has invested in plan-
tations in Nay Pyi Taw, and Japan in
fruit plantations and establishing cold
storage systems in Nay Pyi Taw.

— Translation by Thirt Min Htun

AUNG KYAW MIN
aungkyawmin.mcm(@gmail.com

GENEROUS donors are showering
Shwedagon Pagoda with gold. The
nation’s premier religious site, and its
most popular tourist destination, is
to receive 16,000 new gold plates this
year instead of the 4000 its trustees
had expected.

The gold surface of the great pa-
goda is refurbished every four years
to counteract weather damage. The
surge in offerings this year will al-
low the board of trustees to resurface
much more of the bell-shaped edifice
than anticipated.

“We originally expected to be able
to attach gold plates as far as the sec-
ond circular band, but we can attach
plates beyond the fifth circular band,
as far as the octagonal section be-
fore the third terrace [from the top].
In the past, we would paste gold foil
there. But now we have enough to put
gold plates,” said U Tun Aung Ngwe,
deputy head of the pagoda’s board of
trustees.

Three methods of gilding are used:
riveted gold plates, gold coating, and

A donor attaches gold plates to Shwedagon Pagoda. Photo: Zarni Phyo

gold foil, with plates being applied to
the topmost levels of the pagoda and
foil toward the base.

The plates normally come in a
sheet of 1 square foot, or 10 square
inches, and in varying thicknesses.
The thinnest, of 1 tical - equal to 0.576
ounces - costs about K600,000. But

some plates come with up to 60 ticals,
and are much thicker and heavier.
“Donors usually offer a square-
foot plate of 1 tical. Heavier plates are
mostly attached to the top of the pa-
goda, at the level of the banana bud.
Plates with less gold are attached fur-
ther down,” said U Tun Aung Ngwe.

Plates of up to 6 ticals are made
by the board’s goldsmiths, but donors
wishing to offer heavier plates can have
them made by other goldsmiths, and
the gift is then registered by the board.

Old plates have to be detached be-
fore new the new ones are attached,
and the gold on them is recycled. All
the related work, including the erec-
tion of scaffolding, is done by board
employees.

Since donations were accepted last
November, about 9000 gold plates
have already been attached. The re-
mainder will be attached no later than
the first week of May.

Donors registered as of December
31 can make their donation this year,
and those registered since can attach
their plates over the next four years.

Donors may contribute cash, with
some offering up to K10 million to-
ward the upkeep of the pagoda.

Though donations of gold plate to
the 2600-year-old pagoda have been
taking place every four years, the
records do not go back far enough
to show how many such ceremonies
have been held. — Translation by
Emoon and Thiri Min Htun

US defends ‘equitable’ election support

Sixty-seven parties, including the Union Solidarity and Development Party, have benefited from US$18 million election assistance program

El EI TOE LWIN

GUY DINMORE

THE US government has provided
training to 67 political parties in My-
anmar to help prepare a “level playing
field” for general elections in Novem-
ber, says ambassador Derek Mitchell.

Mr Mitchell, appointed in 2012 as
the first US ambassador to Myanmar
in 22 years, told The Myanmar Times
that the US had been “fully transpar-
ent” in its communications with the
Union Electoral Commission and did
not want to be in the position of vio-
lating the Myanmar constitution re-
garding the provision of foreign aid to
political parties.

“We have trained 67 of 71 parties.
This is pretty equitable,” the ambassa-
dor said. “We think it helps provide a
relatively level playing field in terms of

the technical capacity, in terms of our
engagement.”

A US embassy spokesperson con-
firmed that the Union Solidarity and
Development Party, which holds a ma-
jority in parliament, was one of the 67
parties to receive US assistance.

With a budget of more than US$18
million, the US government says its
aim is to “strengthen the institutions
of democracy and support civil society,
political parties, the media, and gov-
ernment to conduct inclusive, trans-
parent and credible elections in 2015”

“In compliance with Myanmar
law, any support for political parties
will continue to be offered equally to
all parties,” a US statement said, not-
ing that more than 5400 members
from 67 parties had already received
training, and that the US had part-
nered with more than 50 civil society
organisations.

The US and EU have invested con-
siderable political capital in Myan-
mar’s transition to democracy by lift-
ing a broad range of sanctions while

impressing upon President U Thein
Sein’s reformist government the need
to ensure free and fair elections and
“an outcome that reflects the will of
the people”

The ambassador’s comments fol-
lowed a joint statement on March 3 by
the EU and six embassies in Yangon

‘Our assistance
aims to support and
institutionalise the
democratic process,
and does not
support any specific
party or candidate.

Statement issued by the EU
and six embassies on March 3

declaring that they were coordinating
their support in the run-up to the elec-
tions which the president said would
be held in November.

“Our assistance aims to support
and institutionalise the democratic
process, and does not support any spe-
cific party or candidate,” the statement
said, signed by the EU, Australia, Den-
mark, Norway, Switzerland, the UK
and the US.

However, members of some politi-
cal parties have expressed uncertainty
over the constitutional legality of such
aid, and oversight by the UEC.

Section 407(c) of the constitution
states that parties “directly or indirect-
ly receiving and expending financial,
material and other assistance from a
foreign government, a religious asso-
ciation, other association or a person
from a foreign country” can be dereg-
istered.

Derek Tonkin, a former British am-
bassador to Thailand who chairs the
non-profit Network Myanmar, com-
mented that technical support for the

poll was “laudable, but eyebrows are
likely to be raised over any support to
political parties, even if such support
‘will continue to be offered equitably’
in the words of the joint statement”,

“As a matter of diplomatic practice
and principle, no diplomatic mission
in Myanmar should be contemplat-
ing such assistance at all,” he added,
noting that the French, German and
ITtalian embassies had not added their
names to the statement.

Correction

In an article in yesterday’s edition of
The Myanmar Times (“Vacant seats,
vacant hopes”, March 9), it was incor-
rectly stated that one-quarter of the
seats in parliament are filled by offic-
ers chosen by the army commander-
in-chief. In fact the seats are chosen
by the commander-in-chief of the
Defence Services, or Tatmadaw, as
the Tatmadaw encompasses the army,
navy and air force. We regret the error.
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KIO, govt
leaders
expected
to meet
this week

SECRECY surrounds a meeting
that a leading peace facilitator
says will be held later this week
between President U Thein Sein,
Commander-in-Chief Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing and lead-
ers of the Kachin Independence
Organisation.

According to U San Aung, a
member of the Peace-talks Crea-
tion Group, a KIO delegation
led by U Swan Ma Lut Gan and
General Gun Maw are to meet
the president and the senior gen-
eral in Nay Pyi Taw “to resolve
problems in Kachin State” The
meeting will be held ahead of
ceasefire talks scheduled to re-
sume in Yangon on March 16, but
the exact date has not yet been
confirmed.

The KIO has in the past de-
clined government invitations
to functions in the capital. The
ethnic armed group is said to
be concerned about avoiding a
repeat of last November’s artil-
lery attack by the Tatmadaw on
their military academy in Laiza,
in which 23 people were Killed.

“The government has agreed
to meet before the negotiations,
and the KIO delegation will go to
Nay Pyi Taw;” said U San Aung.

The next round of talks on the
national ceasefire agreement will
start on 16 March, negotiators
for both sides have confirmed.

However, neither the defence
ministry nor the Myanmar Peace
Center, which is hosting the ne-
gotiations, could shed any light
on the meeting sought by the
KIO.

Lieutenant Colonel Ye Yint
Aung from the Public Relations
and Psychological Warfare De-
partment of the Ministry of De-
fence said the department had no
information about the meeting.

U Min Zaw Oo, program
director for the ceasefire nego-
tiations, said, “We don’t know
where this comes from. MPC has
no information.”

KIO headquarters did not
respond to a request from The
Myanmar Times for additional
information.

L]
A migrant worker in Chiang Mai. Photo: Kaung Htet

Fresh delays for registration of
migrant workers in Thailand

NYAN LYNN Y=

AUNG %"

29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

MORE than half a million Myanmar
migrant workers are stuck in limbo
after Thailand announced over the
weekend yet another series of dead-
lines and registration processes for
foreign workers.

The Myanmar migrants are hold-
ing a handful of temporary documents
with ever-approaching expiration
dates while they wait for Thailand to
approve a new registration scheme.

Earlier this month, Myanmar an-
nounced plans to issue “certificates
of identity” to more than 640,000 mi-
grants and their dependents who hold
temporary work permits and residen-
cy cards set to expire on March 31.

But according to the National News
Bureau of Thailand, the documents are
now good for another three months
and subject to further extensions as
Thailand’s military junta undertakes
yet another attempt to regularise the
largely undocumented foreign labour
force.

Cambodian, Laotian and Myan-
mar migrants who have their nation-
ality verified by their embassy before
March 31 will now be permitted to
work for another two years in Thai-
land, according to a cabinet resolution
dated March 3.

Temporary work permit holders
who are not verified by March 31 will
have until June 30 to apply for a year-
long registration that can be extended
upon completion of the national veri-
fication. Migrants who fail to meet the
new June 30 deadline face the threat
of arrest and deportation.

Most of the 640,000 Myanmar
migrants awaiting verification are on

standby, however, awaiting a newly
unveiled ID program to gain Thai-
land’s blessing, said U Tun, a program
officer at the Myanmar Migrant Work-
ers Network.

“As far as I know, the plan is not
finalised yet,” he said.

The processing and waiting time
for Myanmar migrants is complicat-
ed by the fact that many lack official

‘Thai officials said
the [registration]
plan will have to
be submitted to
parliament.

U Thein Win
Labour Affairs Department

identification documents from their
own government. Without a national
ID and Myanmar household registra-
tion, Myanmar citizens cannot obtain
a passport.

The new certificate program could
rectify this - but only if it allowed to
get under way.

“We do not know why the Thai au-
thorities have not approved it so far,”
said U Moe Gyo, chair of the Joint Ac-
tion Committee for Burmese Affairs,
which is based across the border in
Mae Sot.

Myanmar’s Labour Ministry said
it is ready to begin accepting applica-
tions as soon as Thailand gives it the
green light. But so far, Thailand hasn’t
even provided a timeline for possible
approval.

“Thai officials said the plan will
have to be submitted to parliament,”
said U Thein Win, director of the La-
bour Affairs Department. “So we just
have to wait for that.”

Team leaves to study road safety in Australia

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com

AS the death toll from road acci-
dents continues to rise, the govern-
ment is sending a high-level team to
Australia to learn how to improve
road safety - and save lives.

The sudden influx of new vehi-
cles into the country following eco-
nomic liberalisation has been ac-
companied by a wave of deaths and
injuries on the country’s streets and
highways.

The delegation - which includes
University of Medicine 1 professor
emeritus U Thit Lwin; the heads of
traffic police from Yangon, Manda-
lay and Nay Pyi Taw; director of the
Road Transport Administration De-
partment U Thaung Lwin; and No
3 Basic Education Department di-
rector Daw San San Yee - departed
yesterday afternoon for Melbourne.

The group will study road safe-
ty standards in Australia, which U

N

U Thit Lwin, professor emeritus of the University of Medicine 1, at Yangon
International Airport on March 9. Photo: Thiri Lu

Thaung Lwin said “are among the
highest in the world”

“We want to learn from them how
to change attitudes and behaviour in

our country. We will study Australia’s
methods and practices and try to ap-
ply them here as appropriate,” said U
Thaung Lwin said.

“In the past, most people died of
natural causes. But now, road fatali-
ties are the leading cause of death.
It’s partly a matter of education,”
he added. “We will study how Aus-
tralia educated people and how they
changed their mind-set.”

The one-week trip to Melbourne
is being funded by Yoma Strategic
Holdings, Myanmar Marketing Re-
search and Development, and the
Rotary Club of Yangon. Later, the
government will invite experts to ad-
vise on a road safety program here.

“We will be talking to a broad
range of people, but one of our main
concerns is how to educate children
in road safety,” said U Thit Lwin.
“We will invite their experts to
come to Myanmar and help us find
the way to better road safety for our
country.”

CRIME IN BRIEF

Navy arrests cattle rustlers

Four men have been charged under
the commodity and services act after
they were allegedly caught trans-
porting cattle without permission on
March 8.

The men refused to stop for a sur-
prise check when requested by Navy
officials in Ayeyarwady Region. After
officials captured the vessel, they found
seven live cows, five dead cows and
four buffaloes.

Driver hits student supporter

A man has been charged after he
drove his car into an 18-year-old who
was writing a message in support of
student activists on Thudama Road.

The Toyota Crown hit the man while
he was writing “give students their
rights immediately, decry violence” on
the busy road.

The victim was rushed to North Ok-
kalapa Hospital and later transferred
to Yangon General Hospital. - Toe Wai
Aung, translation by Khant Lin Oo
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People displaced by the fighting in the Kokang region take shelter in Mansu Shan Buddhist Mon

o

astery in Lashio, Shan State, on February 19. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Local aid group urges govt
to help displaced 1n China

End War in Myanmar writes to government asking it to push China to allow humanitarian aid across the border

YE MON

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

ATTEMPTS to help people who have
fled the fighting in Kokang to return
to their homes are being hampered by
continuing uncertainty in the self-ad-
ministered zone in northern Shan State.

The humanitarian organisation
End War in Myanmar says it will write
to President U Thein Sein, Command-
er-in-Chief Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing and the speakers of parliament
pleading for government assistance
on behalf of Myanmar citizens who
crossed the border into China to es-
cape the conflict.

The group, which is based in Kun-
long, northern Shan State, says some
of the estimated 60,000 civilians who
fled into China’s Yunnan province have

appealed to them for help in return-
ing to the Laukkai area, where fight-
ing broke out on February 9 between
the army and the Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA).

End War in Myanmar member Ko
Linn Ni Thwe said the Myanmar Peace
Center would forward the letter to its
intended recipients.

“We need permission from the Chi-
nese authorities to help these people,
so we want the government to nego-
tiate with the Chinese government to
let us enter their country,” Ko Linn Ni
Thwe said.

According to a statement released
on March 8 by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the deputy foreign ministers
of Myanmar and China met that day
in Muse township, Shan State, to dis-
cuss restoring peace, stability, law and
order in the border area, and to expe-
dite the safe return of people who had
taken refuge in China.

End War in Myanmar said about
64,300 people had crossed into

Yunnan province. Of those, about half
could be accommodated with friends
and relatives.

U Saw Thann Lwin, an official of
the Myanmar Red Cross Society, said
the other 30,000 are “facing difficul-
ties” in China. “Some of them have
contacted us to help get them home
as soon as possible. They are afraid to
return to Myanmar by themselves. Our
rescue teams are ready to assist if the

‘We want the
government to
negotiate with the
Chinese to let us
enter their country.’

Ko Linn Ni Thwe
End War in Myanmar

government and Tatmadaw allow it.”

Ma Mee, the registration officer
with the displaced persons’ camp in
the Mansu Shan Buddha Monastery
in Lashio, said people were still arriv-
ing at the camp, including 22 who had
come from China.

“The authorities say people are re-
turning to Laukkai. But people are still
being displaced. Fighting is continu-
ing,” she said.

General Aung Ye Win, of the de-
fence ministry’s psychological warfare
department, told the Myanmar Press
Council (Interim) on March 8 that
1000 families had returned to Lauk-
kai, suggesting the situation there was
improving.

But a police officer in Chinshwe-
haw township, just south of Laukkai,
told The Myanmar Times yesterday
that the army and the rebels were still
fighting in the vicinity. “People are
fleeing to Lashio. Most people have
left Chinshwehaw,” said the officer,
who asked not to be named.

Kokang refugees return from China: report

GUY DINMORE
newsroom@mmtimes.com

CIVILIANS who fled across the bor-
der to China to escape fighting in the
Kokang region are starting to return
to Myanmar, according to an official
delegation visiting the area, while
the government is said to have asked
the United Nations for humanitarian
assistance.

A delegation of the Myanmar-Chi-
na Friendship Association, led by two
former ambassadors to Beijing, visited
China from March 3 to 8 to discuss
the border crisis and to see three tem-
porary camps set up by the Chinese
authorities near Lincang in Yunnan
province, the official Global New Light
of Myanmar reported yesterday.

In the highest-level shuttle di-
plomacy between the two countries
since the conflict with ethnic Chi-
nese Kokang rebels erupted on Feb-
ruary 9, the Myanmar delegation
met Liu Zhenmin, a Chinese deputy
foreign minister, in Beijing. Mr Liu
then travelled to Muse in northern
Shan State on March 8 where he met
U Tin Oo Lwin, deputy foreign min-
ister, and Commodore Aung Thaw,
deputy defence minister.

‘While in Yunnan province, the My-
anmar delegation met 1100 displaced
people at temporary camp 137 and
about 1500 people at camp 127. Those
who had taken shelter at camp 125
had already returned to their homes,
the report said in the first official
confirmation that refugees had gone

back from China. No figures were dis-
closed and it was not clear if they had
returned voluntarily.

It remains unclear how many ci-
vilians have been displaced in the
fighting. The Communist Party chief
of Yunnan said on March 7 that more
than 60,000 refugees had arrived in
the border town of Lincang over the
past month. Many are staying in the
homes of relatives and friends.

Access for the media and aid
agencies to the border has been con-
trolled by both countries, with Ko-
kang itself under martial law since
February 17.

A senior official following events
said the government had asked
UN agencies to assist a few thou-
sand displaced civilians in Kokang.

Neither the government nor the UN
had immediate comment. UNICEF
and its partner agencies have called
on the government to give access to
aid workers and agree a truce with
rebels that would allow a children’s
immunisation program to resume.

UNICEF representative Bertrand
Bainvel said that getting accurate in-
formation remains a challenge both
because of restricted access and the
highly fluid situation.

“UNICEF and other UN agencies
are in talks with local authorities on
the ground and are discussing access
in order to be able to carry out needs
assessments. More information is ex-
pected ion the next 72 hours. UNICEF
remains concerned that essential ser-
vices for children have not resumed”.
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Police arrest
armed gang
in Rakhine

BORDER police have announced the
arrest of five members of what they be-
lieve is a 12-strong gang of armed rob-
bers that have been preying on Rakhine
State’s Buthidaung township. The gang
attacked three homes in mid-February,
killing two people and wounding two
more.

Police announced details of the Kkill-
ings on March 6, after arresting three
men in connection with the attacks on
February 27.

On February 15, the gang killed
Rahar Mauk Aular and Ann Ni Mulla
as the two brothers tried to defend
their home in Kyaehnotethi village.
Household workers Rawhi Mulla and
Adu Mawnar were wounded in the at-
tack on the home, which is owned by
Barsar Myar. The home of Adu Kawni,
in the same village, was attacked the
same night.

The next night, police and villagers
were alerted to another attack, on the
home of Shaung Shu Hauk in Ngan
Chaung village, Maungdaw township.
One of the alleged attackers was killed
when police arrived to apprehend the
gang, and another was arrested in pos-
session of a rifle.

The members of the gang who re-
main at large are aged between 20 and
45, police said.

The leaders of the gang, which po-
lice said is based in the Musoni refu-
gee camp in Bangladesh, have been
named as Shaw Bi Aullar and Mahmet
Rafee. The gang reportedly made its
way into Myanmar by way of the Mayu
mountains. - Toe Wai Aung, transla-
tion by Emoon

O more signatures
for Union Day deal

SANDAR
LWIN

sdlsandar@gmail.com

NO additional ethnic armed
groups seem likely to sign the Un-
ion Day commitment announced
with great fanfare last month, de-
spite encouragement from the gov-
ernment, a senior Myanmar Peace
Center official says.

On February 12, following a cer-
emony to mark Union Day, Presi-
dent U Thein Sein, other govern-
ment and parliamentary leaders,
senior military officers, the repre-
sentatives of 55 political parties,
and four ethnic armed groups, in-
cluding the Karen National Union,
signed a commitment to work to-
ward a federal system and political
dialogue.

The Kachin Independence Or-
ganisation and its allies declined
to sign then, and seem not to have
changed their minds since. “We
have distributed the commitment
text to all ethnic armed groups, but
they haven’t responded yet,” said U
Min Zaw Oo, director of the peace
centre.

He suggested that they were
focusing instead on negotiations
toward a nationwide ceasefire
agreement, which are scheduled

President U Thein Sein dellvers a speech during a meeting with armed
ethnic leaders in Nay Pyi Taw on February 12. Photo: AFP

for March 16 to 23 in Yangon.
“Maybe after that we can see some
response,” he said.

The participants in the cease-
fire talks are the government’s
Union Peace-building Work Com-
mittee and the Nationwide Cease-
fire Coordination Team (NCCT),
which represents 16 ethnic armed
groups.

Ethnic groups that do not sign
the commitment can still join the
political dialogue if they sign the
nationwide ceasefire. According to
the commitment, the pre-political
dialogue is scheduled to begin be-
fore the election, which is sched-
uled for November.

KNU leader General Mutu Sae
Phoe told a meeting with Kayin
people in Yangon Region on Feb-
ruary 15 that the group signed the
Union Day commitment to ad-
vance its political position.

The group’s general secretary,
Pado Kwe Htoo Win, said the
commitment could guarantee
the government’s political will
to hold dialogue with the armed
groups.

“The commitment does not
mean an agreement,” he said. “It is
a strong indication of the govern-
ment’s guarantee of political dia-
logue. It makes the government’s
guarantee more complete.”

US group to
train police
on human
trafficking

A UNITED States-based advisory group
will today begin introducing a new
victim-centred investigation approach
to top brass in the police force’s anti-
human trafficking unit, an official said.

From March 10 to 13, the Warnath
Group will lead a training workshop
in Nay Pyi Taw as part of the United
States-Myanmar Joint Plan on Traffick-
ing in Persons.

The first half of the week will focus
on training 20 higher-level officials,
while the latter half will train 20 jun-
ior officials, according to Lieutenant
Colonel Khin Maung Hla, who will also
take part in the workshop.

“I think they will collect informa-
tion and data from us, and share tech-
niques to use in investigations,” he said.

The training will also focus on im-
plementing best practices according
to UN conventions and international
standards.

Last year, the US State Depart-
ment criticised Myanmar for failing to
clampdown on human trafficking cas-
es. In its annual Trafficking in Persons
Report, the US continued to rank My-
anmar on the Tier 2 Watch List, noting
that without improvement the country
could be downgraded to Tier 3. The
lowest ranking, Tier 3 listing can trig-
ger sanctions.

The State Department report
emphasised paltry victims’ services
and “inadequate” victims’ protection
strategies. - Cherry Thein
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Myanmar Times proudly announces...
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NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION

Irrawaddy Green Towers, one of the leaders in construction of cell phone towers in Myanmar, has sponsored a one-year subscription of

IRRAWADDY

Myanmar Times in both English and Burmese to 54 schools in Mandalay and Upper Myanmar, including orphanages,

monastic schools and government schools as part of IGT's corporate social responsibility program.
Pictured here, with glasses, is IGT's CSR Manager Tin Tun Zaw with a group of headmasters and staff from various schools
in Upper Myanmar at the Myanmar Times new Mandalay Bureau.

This special educational program —aimed at poor and rural students — is offered at a discount subscription rate and is open to all

companies, NGOs and associations that promote literacy and English training for needy students anywhere in Myanmar. If your

company would like to participate in our NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION program, please contact Myanmar Times Subscriptions

Manager Thuzar Winn at thuzarwinn@gmail.com or by telephone on 392928 or 253642. We will stamp each newspaper with your
company logo and we can help locate needy schools for you in a specific areas of Myanmar where your company would like to support

education. This is a great way especially for foreign companies coming to Myanmar to engage in effective CSR.
From all of us at Myarmar Times and Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.: THANK YOU IRRAWADDY GREEN TOWERS
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Cough campaign launched
Coughs and sneezes spread diseases,
a public health campaign is to warn.
The “Cover Your Cough campaign” is
meant to raise awareness about the
risks of spreading airborne ailments
like flu and TB.

Dr Phyo Wai Tun, program manager
of CAP-TB, said yesterday, “The cam-
paign will take place in Yangon Region
throughout March to help protect
people from viruses.”

Buses, taxis and trains will carry
information stickers publicising the
campaign, and programs will air on
TV, radio and other media - includ-
ing the bus stop directly in front of the
National Tuberculosis Program (Lower
Myanmar] building in Yangon.

The campaign was devised in coop-
eration with the health department’s
National Tuberculosis program as part
of the fight against TB. - Myint Kay Thi

Mandalay Hill library reopens
Alibrary closed since the uprising

of 1988 is to be reopened, thanks to

a team of young people who have
renovated it. The library, located at the
foot of Mandalay Hill, was seized by the
military 27 years ago. It is scheduled
for reopening in April.

“The board of trustees of Mandalay
Hill has allowed local young people to
renovate the library,” said U Tun Zaw,
the chair of the team of young people.
“We will try to attract as many readers
as we had before.”

The library was founded by U Ohn
Khin, a journalist with the Burma Era,

and his wife Daw Khin Khin Lay in 1969.

U Tun Zaw said literary talks, a car-
toon exhibition and entertainment will

be held to mark the library’s reopening.

- Mg Zaw, translation by Zar Zar Soe

Unrest fails to dampen arrivals

Foreign visitors through Yangon International Airport rose 7 percent in the first two months of 2015

ZAWWIN

s THAN

zawwinthan@gmail.com

NEITHER fighting in Kokang nor the
police crackdowns on student and
worker protests is deterring tourists
from visiting Myanmar, travel experts
told The Myanmar Times yesterday.

Figures for the first two months of
this year show at least a 7 percent in-
crease over the same period in 2014,
itself a record-breaking year. More
than 3.05 million tourists arrived in
2014, spending US$1.14 billion, ac-
cording to official figures.

The number of foreign visitors
arriving in the first two months of
2015 through the Yangon gateway in-
creased to 193,891, up from 180,927
in the first two months of 2014.

“The Chinese market is slightly
affected, but the European mar-
ket is still strong. For the Western
press, there are more alarming issues
around the world than the situation
here,” said U Aung Myat Kyaw, chair
of the Union of Myanmar Travel As-
sociation (UMTA).

“At the ITB Travel Showcase in
Berlin a few days ago, no concern
was expressed about Laukkai or stu-
dent protests among the internation-
al travel trade,” he said.

U Phyoe Wai Yar Zar, chair of My-
anmar Tourism Marketing (MTM),
said he did not expect either issue to
affect visitor numbers.

Foreign tourists take in a sunset from the top of a pagoda in Bagan in late December. Photo: Thiri Lu

“The flow of news is as real-time
as it can be, with the advantage of
social media. The travel trade and
potential visitors can make informed
decisions,” said U Phyoe Wai Yar Zar.

3%

Foreign visitors in the first two months
of 2015 who were from Asian countries,
with Thailand the largest single group

U Kaung Min Khant, managing
director of Asia Central Link Travel
and Tour, played down the impact of
possible cancellations resulting from
the unrest. “For this season, most
trips have been paid for, and cancel-
lations are rare,” he said.

The increase in tourism has
largely been attributed to political
and economic reforms undertaken
by the government since 2010, with
the stage appearing to be set for
rapid and continuous growth in the
industry.

More than 63pc of visitors in Janu-
ary and February were from Asian
countries (122,555), including about
29,455 from Thailand - the largest

single group by nationality - followed
by China with 16,083, Japan with
15,378 and South Korea with 13,513.

The ministry predicts about 5 mil-
lion tourist arrivals for 2015, and it
plans to open up more coastal areas
and ethnic regions in addition to the
traditionally popular destinations
in the centre of the country, such as
Bagan, Mandalay and Inle Lake.

However, as The Myanmar Times
has previously reported, the majority
of visitors in 2014 - about two-thirds
- entered at border crossings and
spent less than 24 hours in coun-
try. According to most international
standards, they would not be count-
ed as international visitors.
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Myanmar Times publication moves to daily printing March 9

Starting March 9™ the Myanmar Times weekly English edition becomes a daily,
published five days a week, Monday to Friday.

Current weekly subscribers can now subscribe to the new daily
at reduced rates, or receive our main bumper weekend edition on a Friday,

that includes our 28 page colour liftout with all the news, views,
and features you expect from the Myanmar imes.
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The 2015 election outlook: cloudy

Questions over the constitution, electoral system and campaigning rules mean both the conduct and outcome of the election are hard to guess

SITHU AUNG
MYINT

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

THE election is drawing near. Some
political parties are selecting candi-
dates for seats, while others are estab-
lishing campaign committees.

At this time of preparation, it’s
important to ask what challenges
and problems some parties and their
candidates are likely to face.

Some are already asking. During
the current parliament session in Nay
Pyi Taw, one MP questioned whether
candidates would be able to campaign
freely during the election period.

U Pe Than, the Pyithu Hluttaw

Election candidates
will not have

the same level of
freedom of speech
as journalists.

representative for Myebon township

in Rakhine State, asked whether candi-
dates would have the same freedom

as the media to criticise the hluttaw,
government, Tatmadaw and individu-
als during their campaigns.

He pointed to 21 rules introduced
by the Union Election Commission
in announcement 1/2014 that could
endanger the right of candidates to
campaign freely. He said this could re-
sult in candidates having less freedom
of speech than journalists.

“If we point out the poverty of the
workers, their troubles and uncertain
future, we may be accused of inciting
workers. If we say we don’t like the
current education law, we may face
legal action on the grounds we are
disturbing the right of students to
study peacefully;” he said. “We are in a
situation where we can face action if
someone desires it to happen. Because
of this, the election commission may
get lots of complaints during the elec-
tion campaign.”

Election commission member U
Win Ko responded that candidates
must comply with the rules and regu-
lations specified by the commission.
This means candidates will not have
the same level of freedom of speech as
journalists.

U Pe Than said he asked the
question because he was concerned
that complaints submitted during the
campaign period, which will be heard
by the commission rather than the
judiciary, could affect the outcome of

Union Election Commission chair U Tin Aye speaks at a press conference in
Yangon in mid-December. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

the election, particularly if the rules
are not applied evenly.

Meanwhile, there are constitutional
questions that could affect how the
election plays out. Recent media re-
ports suggest Rakhine National Party
leader U Aye Maung plans to contest
a Rakhine State Hluttaw seat, as he

wants to become Rakhine State chief
minister if his party wins a majority
of seats.

However, the constitution still
states that chief ministers are ap-
pointed by the president. While there
has been discussion about amending
it, when this will happen and what the

outcome will be remain in doubt.

Similarly, the Constitutional Tribu-
nal has dismissed a request to decide
whether the Amyotha Hluttaw’s deci-
sion to adopt proportional representa-
tion in the election is constitutional.

This leaves it unclear what system
- first-past-the-post or proportional -
will be used for upper house seats. The
Pyithu Hluttaw has already decided to
continue using first-past-the-post.

The constitution is clearly impor-
tant for the election. While the vote is
just seven months away, no one knows
clearly what will happen on the issue
of constitutional change. Since there
is not yet an amendment bill, we have
no firm idea which clauses the hluttaw
will vote on or when.

Voter lists also remain an issue.
Reform of the electoral rolls is under
way but not yet complete. We still
don’t even know how many eligible
voters there are.

Moreover, about 600,000 holders
of temporary IDs, or white cards, have
been given until the end of May to
hand in the cards to the authorities.
Without a valid ID, they will not be
able to vote in the election.

A look at the broad electoral
landscape reveals that there are many
unresolved issues that will cloud
prognostications about its conduct
and outcome. Certainly there is
enough uncertainty to say that it is
unclear whether the election will be
free and fair.

- Translation by Thirt Min Htun

Why managing development in an election year matters

MASAHIKO
TANAKA

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

IN a democracy, an election season is
an exciting time. It is an occasion for
a possible change in policy directions
or a confirmation of continuity. As
evidence of the vitality of democracy,
passions around elections should be
celebrated. But in economic develop-
ment, it is also a time to test what
transcends electoral politics - a
broadly shared national vision to
guide the country over a long period
and sustained commitment to imple-
menting a coherent strategy to realise
such a vision, regardless of who is in
the government. History tells us that
the countries that fail to achieve such
consistency fare poorly in economic
development.

President U Thein Sein has
articulated a simple but clear vision
for Myanmar - a “prosperous and
inclusive country”. Few would disa-
gree with this notion. Is there, then,
a long-term strategy that Myanmar
can embrace, independent of different
political inclinations its people may
have? I think there is, though it has
perhaps not to date been described so
explicitly and debated publicly.

“Inclusive development” is gener-
ally understood to mean a growth
process that benefits all segments of
the population, including the poorest.
In the longer term, however, we must
be concerned with growth that will
steadily take everyone toward decent
and even comfortable living. For that
to happen, the economy must gener-
ate good employment opportunities
- or business opportunities if one is
more independent-minded - for all.

But how to make such growth a real-
ity is often not understood well. So,
how would Myanmar deliver it?

Sustained inclusive development
will require many private businesses
to spring up and grow robustly. They
need to be innovative and competi-
tive, and treat their employees well.
They should not rely on exploitation
of cheap labour to make quick money.

“Inclusive” companies rely on
innovation, quality of products and
services, and competitiveness. Many
are in manufacturing, but they are
also found in services and agricul-
ture. They value employees, for their
strength derives from the capabili-
ties of their workers. Those are the
companies that generate good jobs.
Over time they help raise everyone’s
income, as they move into increas-
ingly sophisticated and high-value
products and services.

Encouraging vigorous growth of
such companies requires sound mac-
roeconomic management, including
moderate fiscal deficits, a non-infla-
tionary monetary policy and competi-
tive exchange rates. But concerted
government action in three important
areas is also needed: upgrading of key
infrastructure; high-quality educa-
tion for every child, so that there is
abundance of competent workers to
support both innovation and high-
standard production; and a business-
friendly institutional environment,
such as sound laws and effective
enforcement, coherent and effective
business regulations, and availability
of financial services.

Some economies have been very
successful in achieving inclusive de-
velopment. These include South Ko-
rea, Taiwan, Singapore and Japan be-
fore them, as well as many European
countries that industrialised earlier.
They have all invested in these three
priority areas. A strong education

system is also critical in making sure
that every child can avail themself of
good economic opportunities. This is
the “supply side” of inclusion.

One thing that is often over-
looked is an important shift that
these countries made in the overall
political and economic framework. In
earlier times, their economies were
all dominated by the strong influence
of an elite class. The ruling social
class used its political power to gain
special economic privileges, such as
monopoly rights to produce or sell
something, fabulously profitable
public contracts, and tax exemptions.
In fact, many companies in the old
days were formed on the basis of such
advantages, and this was the case in
Myanmar too, until recently.

The businesspeople tended to
see such arrangements as the main
source of making profits. By chang-
ing that incentive framework, these
countries were able to channel their
best entrepreneurial minds toward
innovation and competition.

It also opened opportunities to
those without political connections or
influence. In a sense, this represents

An appropriate
strategy for building
a prosperous and
inclusive country
has emerged. What
is important now

is to articulate it
more explicity and
forcefully.

a “democratisation” of the economy,
for it took away the exclusive status of
the elite class in the economic world.
When this transformation happened,
and simultaneously the government
invested in the three priority areas -
infrastructure, education and institu-
tional environment - their economies
were put on a path of sustained and
inclusive growth.

Many other countries have focused
on these three basic areas, but failed
to address this last requirement. Some
of them have managed to generate
high GDP growth for a period, but it
was seldom inclusive. Income inequal-
ity often rose and businesses tended
to exploit, rather than value, their
workers. Lacking capacity for innova-
tion, those countries have tended to
get stuck in the “middle-income trap”

In Myanmar, the far-reaching
reforms and ambitious investment
programs have began to address the
three basic building blocks for an
inclusive economy. More importantly,
it has also taken some early steps
toward changing the fundamental
economic regime.

For instance, the Myanmar
Investment Commission has been re-
established to bring more transpar-
ency and rigorous evaluation to the
business licensing process, thereby
reducing questionable deals. The
special treatment that government-
owned enterprises or government-
associated companies used to receive
has been largely eliminated. It is also
reforming its tax policies and tax
collection systems. Very importantly,
the president has stressed the im-
portance of fighting corruption. Cor-
ruption is usually the flip side of the
special deals given to the business
elite. Fighting corruption, therefore,
means closing off such “old” ways of
making money.

One may ask why we should

expect Myanmar to succeed where
many others have failed. Although
cultural generalisation is risky,
Myanmar’s traditional values seem

to put the country in a good position
to pursue inclusive development. Its
tradition of honesty and diligence
remains firm; so are the traditions

of valuing education and strength in
basic literacy and numeracy. They will
all serve the country well in moving
into high-value economic activities.
Its geographic location is already well
recognised as an advantage. Inclusive
development is entirely feasible for
Myanmar.

An outline of an appropriate
strategy for building a prosperous and
inclusive country in Myanmar has
emerged. What is important now is to
articulate it more explicitly and force-
fully to the public so that everyone
understands what additional actions
government will have to take to real-
ise the long-term vision. I believe such
an effort is crucial, as it will ensure
that not just the broad vision but
also the basic strategy to achieve it
is owned by the nation and becomes
an enduring and collective commit-
ment. If that happens, then Myanmar
can go through the year of elections
with more confidence, for at least the
fundamental path of economic devel-
opment will not be easily shaken, no
matter what the election outcomes,
and it can expect steady progress
toward the shared vision.

Myanmar may have started its
work on building an inclusive econo-
my late. If it sustains a sound strategy,
and remains mindful of the key ques-
tion of transforming the business and
political culture early, its future will be
bright.

Masahiko Tanaka is head of the Japan
International Cooperation Agency office in
Myanmar.
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Daiwa underwriter
bid raises finance
industry’s eyebrows

JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

JAPANESE securities company Dai-
wa Securities Group has entered
a bid for an underwriter licence
along with its Myanmar partner,
prompting some observers to ques-
tion whether the firm and its sister
companies may be positioned for
too much control on the forthcom-
ing Yangon Stock Exchange.

The firm submitted a bid by
March 6 to be an underwriter on
the exchange, while its sister com-
pany Daiwa Institute of Research is
also a part-owner of the YSX. Daiwa
arms are also involved in advising
companies on preparing to list, as
well as training and equipment
sales.

Competitors have expressed con-
cern that Daiwa may end up filling
too many roles with the exchange,
possibly leading to a conflict of in-
terest among the different branch-
es - though Daiwa officials refuted
these claims.

Filling one or two functions are
fine, but “not everything at the
same time”, said one banker, who
requested anonymity. He added
that his bank is considering reduc-
ing its participation partly because
of the reach of Daiwa.

“There are serious doubts in the
market by companies who are go-
ing to invest,” he said.

Daiwa has a long history in My-
anmar, participating in the Myan-
mar Securities Exchange Centre
since 1996. The centre currently
functions as an over-the-counter
market for shares in two public
companies, though trading is rela-
tively quiet.

‘If Daiwa does

not meet the
[selection]
criteria, we will
not choose Daiwa.
If they meet the
criteria, we will
choose it.

U Maung Maung Thein
Deputy finance minister

Daiwa Securities’ sister compa-
ny Daiwa Institute of Research is
a part-owner of the Yangon Stock
Exchange joint venture company
along with two partners, according
to a December press release.

It holds one seat on the board,
while the Japan Exchange Group
holds another seat, and Myanma
Economic Bank - Daiwa’s partner
in the Mpyanmar Securities Ex-
change Centre - holds three seats
on the board, including the com-
pany president.

Deputy finance minister and Se-
curities and Exchange Commission
of Myanmar chair U Maung Maung

Thein said Daiwa’s underwriter bid
would not be given preferential
treatment.

“If Daiwa does not meet the [se-
lection] criteria, we will not choose
Daiwa,” he said. “If they meet the
criteria, we will choose it. We will
not give preference to Daiwa be-
cause it is Daiwa.”

U Maung Maung Thein also said
that it was possible that partners in
the Myanmar Securities Exchange
Centre could change in the future.
He added that even if the partners
were to stay the same, there would
be lots of business for other firms
involved in the exchange.

Joint ventures and local compa-
nies were allowed to submit bids
to be service providers on the ex-
change by March 6, though wholly
owned foreign companies were pro-
hibited from bidding.

In an emailed statement to The
Myanmar Times, Daiwa said that
without its partner’s consent it
could not confirm that it had sub-
mitted a bid to be a service provider
on the exchange.

However, Daiwa defended its
role supporting the development of
capital markets in Myanmar, add-
ing it actively contributed to devel-
opment in the country when others
shied away.

“Until recently, most of the de-
veloped nations were hesitant to
support Myanmar while the US im-
posed economic sanctions, but only
Japan actively supported Myanmar,
as did Daiwa. Daiwa has been play-
ing multiple roles toward the es-
tablishment of a stock market, as
a representative of Japan because
no one else was willing to do so,”
it said.

“It seems inappropriate and in-
accurate to condemn Daiwa as be-
ing unfair if you understand the
history and background.”

It added that under YSX’s share-
holding structure more than half
the shares and the board were con-
trolled by Myanmar. Japan does not
have the power to make decisions
on its own, and there are also a
number of Japanese entities in-
volved in decisions beside Daiwa.

“There is, therefore, no room for
conflict of interest to occur,” it said.

Some experts say the Yangon
Stock Exchange (YSX) must be cau-
tious about perceptions, particular-
ly in its early stages.

Sean Turnell, an expert on My-
anmar’s economy at Australia’s
Macquarie University, said there
were ways in which the entity could
be structured to avoid conflict-of-
interest issues.

“However, at this foundational
stage, it seems to me that the pro-
posed YSX must be purer than
pure,” he said.

Mr Turnell said the exchange must
send strong good-governance signals
and overcome a widespread lack of
knowledge about how such exchang-
es work, adding that he thinks Daiwa
should reconsider its position.

The YSX is slated to open in the
last quarter of 2015. The listing
criteria has not yet been finalised,
though a number of companies
have expressed interest in eventu-
ally listing on the exchange.
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Tatmadaw soldiers patrol a road in Shan State last month. While the conflict has died down, trade is still suffering.

China trade weakens
in conflict’s wake

AYE THIDAR
KYAW

ayethidarkyaw(dgmail.com

TRADE has gone quiet along the
China-Myanmar borrow for the
past three weeks as violence flared
in northern Shan State, according
to Ministry of Commerce officials.

Fighting in the Kokang area
of Shan State broke out in Febru-
ary, and while conflict between
the Tatmadaw and Kokang rebels
caused dozens of casualties on
both sides, commercial trade was
not spared. Two trucks carrying
fruit were attacked on the high-
way between Muse and Pansai,
with one destroyed.

Ministry of Commerce adviser
U Maung Aung said traders have
now backed off, feeling unsafe to
do business.

“The issue [of trucks being at-
tacked] slowed trade in the area.
The situation totally depends on
security,” he said.

“On the other hand, the gov-
ernments of the two countries
are likely to protect economic ties
because the demand for trade is
huge.”

China is Myanmar’s largest
trading partner. China’s figures
show bilateral trade totalled
US$24.9 billion in 2014, a 145 per-
cent increase on a year earlier.

Myanmar’s figures generally
show lower trade volumes than
its neighbours’ Ministry of Com-

merce figures show China occupies
about 80pc of Myanmar’s trade.
Myanmar’s trade totalled $5.9 bil-
lion in the 2014-15 fiscal year until
February, an increase of about $1.7
billion on the year previous.

Chinese-manufactured goods
are a common sight in local mar-
kets, while goods such as resourc-
es and agricultural products flow
the other way. The Muse-Ruili
crossing connecting northern
Shan State to Yunnan province is
the main overland portal.

‘Traders are
currently avoiding
these routes,

but they will try
again soon as

the products are
essential.

U Maung Maung Lay
UMFCCI

There are a number of other bor-
der crossings, including the Chinsh-
wehaw crossing in the Kokang area,
as well as Lwejal and Kanpeiktee
crossings in Kachin State.

Transport costs have increased
with the spate of violence.

Agri-products trader U Soe Na-
ing, owner of Mahar Nyiko compa-

ny in Mandalay, said his transport
costs for shipments to Muse have
increased to K105 a viss (1.6 kilo-
grams or 3.6 pounds), from K90
before the Kokang fighting began.

“We’ve started shipping again
even with the higher costs,” said
U Soe Naing. “I hope the situation
returns to normal soon.”

Trade Promotion Department
director U Win Myint said some
of the Ministry of Commerce’s
mobile enforcement teams are in
the area to keep an eye on illegal
traders looking to take advantage
of the conflict.

The unstable situation has
traders concerned about the safety
of commerce.

“Rebel groups are everywhere
in northern parts; that means it’s
unsafe for everybody,” he said.
“Traders are worried about being
attacked and concerned about los-
ing their goods.”

U Win Myint added that the
conflict is not directly concerned
with mainland China and is un-
likely to impact overseas com-
merce.

There has likely not yet been
enough impact from the fighting
to damage trade in the longer-
term.

U Maung Maung Lay, secretary
of prominent business association
UMFCCI, said the situation is un-
likely to stop private sector trade
for the long term.

“Traders are currently avoid-
ing these routes, but they will try
again soon as the products are es-
sential and highly in demand be-
tween both countries,” he said.
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Fishery sales keep slipping away

Overfishing and environmental damage is leading to smaller natural stocks, while fish farms are slow to come onstream, say industry insiders

/AW
HTIKE

NAY ZAW - iy s PP,
AUNG WIN

zawhtikemjn1981@gmail.com

U YAQOUB says there is no question
whether the fish business is in crisis.

A 50-year-old resident of Kyimyin-
daing township, he employs two regu-
lar workers to meet local demand for
the important protein source.

He meets with brokers represent-
ing fish farms, negotiates the price and
finalises orders. When the fish arrive,
they are weighed and then paid for.

In turn, U Yaquob sells the fish to
local-level fish sellers operating at Yan-
gon’s markets.

“In the past, we only needed to buy
the bigger fish, but now we cannot af-
ford to be selective since stocks are de-
pleted,” he said. “Now, we have to buy
smaller fish too.”

U Yaqoub is hardly alone in at-
tempting to draw attention to a fading
industry.

Fish businesses are aware of signif-
icant opportunities both domestically
and abroad, but are being held back by
a lack of capital and declining stocks,
according to Myanmar Fishery Feder-
ation general secretary U Win Kyaing.

While domestic and international
demand is higher than ever for the
protein, industry insiders say natural
production has been speedily decreas-
ing. They blame broken fishing rules,
improper techniques such as poison
or electric shocks, climate change, ag-
ricultural runoffs destroying habitats
and waste chemicals.

Fixing these problems will be dif-
ficult, if not impossible. U Win Kya-
ing said for instance it is difficult to
make sure rural people are following
local rules, as their small-scale in-
dustries are often their only source
of livelihood.

“Though there are several rules
and regulations, poor people cannot
pay attention to them, as they are
struggling. They fish despite any ban,”
he said.

Myanmar occupies the 14" spot

nayzawaungwin(dgmail.com

internationally in terms of total fish
stocks, but research conducted in
2013 showed even then that numbers
are on the decline.

Department of Fishery statistics
for 2012-13 exports, the most recent
year available, reached US$378 mil-
lion, down from $396 million in
2011-12.

Industry statistics produced by
different bodies often have wide dis-
crepancies. The Food and Agriculture
Organisation pegged 2011 exports at
$555 million, the latest year for which
it provides update figures. It also
showed 4.5 million tonnes in produc-
tion for 2012, of which about 885,000
tonnes came from aquaculture and 3.6
million tonnes from capture.

The Myanmar Fishery Federation,
meanwhile, pegged 2012-13 exports at
$536 million, with officials claiming
figures would likely fall below $450
million when the 2013-14 statistics are
finalised.

Fishery experts say a downward
trend has persisted in the industry,
with the last two or three years having
been increasingly poor.

“Fish resources from the land and
sea are very obviously decreasing. In
the future, the trend will be the same,”
said U Win Kyaing.

Even maintaining current levels of
production is a challenge, given de-
clining stocks and poor infrastructure
and technology. The main require-
ment for the industry is money, to
build aquaculture facilities, processing
plants and increase exports.

‘While the amount of fish products
available for export is falling, local
firms have not enjoyed such advanta-
geous market access as they do now.
Sanctions enacted by other countries
previously made exports challenging,
particularly accessing markets like Eu-
rope which pay the most for imports.

Domestic consumption is also on
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the upswing, driven by better roads
and more express delivery services
making it easier to move fish around
the countryside.

“Within the last five years, I think
local consumption has probably dou-
bled. Everywhere in Myanmar you can
get all kinds of fresh fish very easily;”
said U Win Kyaing. “It’s much differ-
ent from a few years ago.”

While catches from inland water-
ways and offshore seas may be declin-
ing, the fish breeding industry is pick-
ing up some of the slack. Building fish
farms is expensive, and industry play-
ers consistently request greater access
to finance.

Many fish farmers take loans from
institutions other than banks, with
interest rates of up to 36 percent for
one year, he said. Currency fluctua-
tions have compounded difficulties
with loans.

Local fish farms often lag behind

A fish is tossed through the air at a Yangon wholesale market. Photo: Boothee
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regional competitors, unable to afford
necessary upgrades.

Financing for niche areas in the
industry, such as prawn breeding, will
also take some time - and, important-
ly, money - to establish.

The supply shortfall and demand
increase has also led to rising prices
for consumers. U Win Kyaing said he
reckons prices for fish products are an
average 50pc higher than half a dec-
ade ago.

Myanmar Fishery Federation vice
president U Hnin Oo said the lack of
a proper banking system is the main
reason the fisheries industry has lost
momentum.

Treasure Bank, which was formerly
branded as Myanmar Livestock and
Fisheries Development Bank, is not
able to fully capitalise the industry, he
said.

“Because of a lack of proper
capital - and even though we have

preferential market access from the
European Union - we still have not
been able to properly penetrate the
market,” said U Hnin Oo.

“Without capital, we cannot up-
grade production, and so, we cannot
produce better-quality products.”

U Thaung Htay, 43, from Pa-
zundaung township, is another fish
broker.

He sells every type of fish on the
market except crabs, and lately prawns
as well.

“Prawns have now become really
expensive and people are not buying
much,” he said. “Demand for herring
is quite high, however.”

U Thaung Htay is one of thousands
dependant on the industry. Though he
is watching business become tough, he
says he is not sure why.

“I don’t know about that. I am just
a trader;” he said. “I sit here and sell
things. That’s all.”
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MANDALAY

Closed distillers
exacerbate MDY
alcohol shortage

KHIN SU WAI
jasminekhin@gmail.com

FOUR distillers in Mandalay’s indus-
trial zone have been closed since the
beginning of February, compound-
ing the difficulty of buying booze
after some retailers stopped selling
imported liquor.

Mandalay City Development
Committee official U Myint Soe said
the distillers were closed because of
their disregard for environmental
rules. Many were discarding waste
water directly into the environment
without treatment, leading the com-
mittee to force the distillers to sus-
pend operations.

The four distillers make alco-
hol for a range of well-known and
more elusive brands, meaning that
while each shut-down factory has
increased prices, it is by different
amounts.

An official at one of the factories,
who requested anonymity, said it is
simply waiting for further instruc-
tions to see if it can resume work.

Villagers from Mandalay Region’s
Amarapura township have com-
plained of environmental damage
from run-off from the industrial zone
in Pyigyitagun township. Protests

led local authorities to close nearby
factories, including four distilleries.

The distilleries were variously
producing well-known local brands
as well as generic alcoholic bever-
ages sold in tanks.

In Mandalay, there are other dis-
tilleries located near Yankin Hill and
Mandalay Hill in the city’s east and
north, though much of the industry
has been centred on the southern in-
dustrial zone.

Experts say there are about 20
distilleries in the city.

Closing four of them has led the
cost of inputs to drop, improving
business for the other distilleries
that remain open.

U Win Htay from Pyi Win Maung
sugar factory said he has been sell-
ing large quantities of sugar daily,
but much less with the closure. He
added his bottom line has been af-
fected by the distilleries’ closure.

The move to close Mandalay dis-
tilleries for environmental reasons
comes at the same time as a separate
move by some retailers to take for-
eign alcohol off their shelves.

The retailers complain that due
to a lack of legal means of import-
ing alcohol, they are forced to im-
port illegally.

Experts push for IP

NYAN LYNN AUNG
newsroom@mmtimes.com

THE much-delayed Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) law may fi-
nally be enacted this year, as a draft
is due to be debated during the next
parliamentary session, according to
Science and Technology Ministry
head of IPR department Daw Moe
Moe Thwe.

The IPR law is currently in its 12t
draft, covering copyright, industrial
design trademarks and patents. It
will set out modern penalties in-
cluding fines and imprisonment for
breaches in the law, updating intel-
lectual property rules that in some
cases are non-existent and in others
are traced to a copyright law enacted
in 1914.

Daw Moe Moe Thwe said the aim
is to have rules that follow interna-
tional norms while adhering to local
standards.

Updated IPR laws have been

in draft form for nearly a decade.
Though officials have frequently
said the rules are important and are
nearly completed, they have not ma-
terialised so far.

The current draft provides 10
years’ protection for patents and
trademarks, 15 years for industrial
design, and for copyright, the life-
time of the creator plus 50 years af-
ter his or her death.

U Aung Soe Oo, a councilor at the
ASEAN Intellectual Property Associ-
ation, said it is important that ideas
receive protection.

“Laws must prevail to protect
technological innovation and inter-
national copyright, because most
foreign investors are using technol-
ogy, and local innovators are also
creating new products,” he said.

U Moe Min Thu, senior associ-
ate at Rouse Myanmar Company
Ltd, said there is lack of protection
particularly for technology at the
moment.

Residents fund their
own street repairs

TIN
YADANAR
HTUN

yadanar.mcm(@gmail.com

SOUTH Okkalapa township resi-
dents have banded together to
fund their own road repairs, hop-
ing to avoid more floods come
rainy season.

The township is on the out-
skirts of Yangon and previously
did not have a flooding problem.
While development in the area has
picked up, so has flooding, say lo-
cal residents.

U Win Naing, administrator of
the township’s 10" ward, said resi-
dents have concocted their own
plans to repair the streets, outside
existing governing structures.

“Volunteers have collected mon-
ey and begun rebuilding the streets
without relying on administrators,
though the Union Solidarity and
Development Party has chipped
in with cement and sand for a few
streets,” he said.

Local residents say the repairs
are providing a much-needed ser-
vice. Some expressed frustration
that authorities were not able to
repair the roads, leaving it up to
the locals.

U Than Aung has volunteered
for road repairs on Damayarzar 1%
Street.

His road was repaired last
month. There are over 40 houses
on the street, and volunteers asked
for K100,000 for each 10 feet of
frontage - so a house with 30 feet
of frontage on the road was asked
to contribute K300,000.

“All residents were eager to get
the streets repaired, so we decided
to do it with our own funds,” he said.

The community organised,
breaking up the different roles
and assigning them to volunteers.
Funding was collected centrally
and then used to hire contractors
to get the streets in order.

“We are happy to repair every-
thing with our own funds, because
it shows the residents’ unity,” he
said.

U Than Aung said volunteers
on his street received a donation
of 500 bags of cement from the

‘All residents were
eager to get the
streets repaired,
so we decided to
do it with our own
funds.

U Than Aung
Local resident

USDP, though not every street re-
pair organisation received similar
contributions.

It took about a month for U
Than Aung’s group to receive
all the bags, meaning repairs on
Damayarzar 1% Street were spread
out over a month.

Another resident said there had
been repairs conducted by authori-
ties two years ago, but only half of
the project was completed. Residents
waited for two years for road builders
to return, though they never did.

“Our roads were repaired, but
only one half was finished and
the other half left behind,” said U
Han Win, a resident of South Ok-
kalapa’s 9" ward on Innwa Road.
“In the end, it was money from
residents that saw the project
completed.”

Even the main roads are be-
ing fixed by area residents rather
than authorities.

“Transportation is more impor-
tant than ever. Improving living
standards requires good transpor-
tation for citizens,” he said.

Others say they were proud
to be able to complete the works
themselves.

“We are happy to repair our
own streets,” said Daw Thandar, a
resident of Damayazar 3" Street in
South Okkalapa’s 10" ward.

“As Buddhists, people who give
charitably for rebuilding their
streets will receive many good ad-
vantages in the future.”

Offshore gas fields to halt in April

AUNG SHIN
koshumgthaldgmail.com

THREE of the country’s four off-
shore gas fields are to be shut down
in April “for annual maintenance”,
according to a senior official with
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise.

The Yadana, Yetagun and Zaw-
tika gas fields are to be halted for
about a week each at the end of
April, said the official, who is an
offshore director but declined to be
named.

“We have negotiated with PTT
[the gas buyer] for gas exports, and
with the Ministry of Electric Power
for domestic supply, to arrange a
shutdown of the gas fields for main-
tenance,” he said yesterday.

“It will start in April around the
time of the water festival.”

Thailand relies heavily on natural

gas for 70 percent of its electricity
generation, with about one-fifth of
its supply coming from Myanmar,
according to Reuters.

Yadana and Yetagun will be shut
down for maintenance from April
10 to 19 and Zawtika from April 20
to 27, according to Reuters news
agency, which quoted a statement
from Thailand’s state-owned PTT.

The Myanma Oil and Gas En-
terprise official said the shutdown
must be done to maintain gas pro-
duction platforms.

“We tried to set different dates
for maintenance on Yadana, Yeta-
gun and Zawtika to avoid gas short-
ages,” he said.

“Within the maintenance days,
no gas will be produced.”

Current gas production of
Yadana is about 830 million cubic
feet per day (mmecfd), while Yetagun

Location of the three gas fields

is producing 350 mmcfd and the
new Zawtika site produces 80 to 90
mmcfd.

French firm Total E&P Myanmar
is the operator of Yadana, where
commercial gas production started
in 1998. Yetagun began in 2000,
operated by Petronas Carigali My-
anmar. PTTEP is the operator of
Zawtika, which began production
last year.

The three fields together export
about 1.3 billion cubic feet per day
of natural gas to Thailand and sup-
ply around 280 mmcfd for domestic
use.

Natural gas has declined in price
over the last six months as crude oil
dropped significantly. Some inter-
national petroleum firms in foreign
markets have discussed slowing in-
vestments and production in reac-
tion to the dropping prices.
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TOKYO

Japan growth less than hoped

JAPAN’S economy grew less than
initially thought in the final quarter
of 2014, revised government data
showed yesterday, revealing an even
weaker emergence from recession
than previously believed.

The poor data could put the Bank
of Japan under pressure to launch
more stimulus, economists said, as
the world’s third-largest economy
struggles to rid itself of two decades
of lassitude.

The Cabinet Office said the econ-
omy expanded just 0.4 percent in
the October-December period from
the previous quarter, down from
an initial estimate of 0.6pc growth,
with corporate capital investment
shrinking.

Despite the downgrade, the data
still confirmed the Japanese econo-
my had crawled out of recession at
the end of 2014, after two consecu-
tive quarters in which gross domes-
tic product (GDP) contracted.

“The result showed that Japan’s
economy bottomed out from a ‘tech-
nical recession’ following the April
VAT hike in October-December quar-
ter, while the pace of recovery was
still limited,” Credit Suisse econo-
mists said in a note.

Japan’s economy stuttered last
year after an April sales-tax rise cut
off the flow of consumer spending,
which had shown healthy growth
until then.

Yesterday’s figures, if annualised,
show GDP growth revised down
to 1.5pc from the previous figure of
2.2pc.

Japan’s economy is
also trying to make a
turn. Photo: AFP
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That places Japan well behind
the United States, where revised data
showed the economy growing an an-
nualised 2.2pc in the fourth quarter.

Over the full calendar year the

Japanese economy logged zero
growth, a significant slowdown from
an expansion of 1.6pc in 2013.

Capital Economics said the revised
GDP data support the case for more
easy cash from the central bank.

“We still think that the Bank of Ja-
pan will announce more stimulus next
month” to achieve its inflation target
of 2.0pc, said Marcel Thieliant, Japan
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economist at Capital Economics.

Sustained inflation is a key
measure of Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s pro-spending growth blue-
print, dubbed Abenomics, which
was set in motion in late 2012,
sending the yen plunging and
boosting stock prices.

The central bank expanded its al-
ready massive asset-purchasing pro-
gram in October.

But Japan’s inflation rate has now
dropped to its lowest level since just
after Abenomics was unleashed.

Core inflation in January came in

at 2.2pc, but once the effect of the tax
hike is stripped out, prices were seen
squeaking up just 0.2pc from a year
earlier, the worst reading since a Opc
rate in May 2013.

While they have not helped the
inflation cause, lower oil prices have
combined with a fall in the value
of the yen to bolster Japan’s cur-
rent account balance - the broadest
measure of trade with the rest of the
world, including trade in goods and
services as well as tourism and re-
turns on foreign investment.

— AFP

SEOUL

Two Koreas
battle over
industry zone

SOUTH Korea yesterday vented its
frustration with North Korea’s refusal
to engage in dialogue over the sala-
ries of workers in their Kaesong joint
industrial complex, and questioned
Pyongyang’s commitment to develop-
ing the zone.

Seoul has been seeking talks for sev-
eral weeks since Pyongyang announced
it planned to unilaterally raise the ba-
sic salary of the 53,000 North Korean
workers employed across more than
100 South Korean firms operating in
Kaesong.

The move would increase the aver-
age monthly sum the South pays for
each worker - including allowances,
welfare and overtime - from US$155 to
$164. The South has rejected the idea,
citing an existing agreement that any
wage rise had to be agreed by a joint
committee overseeing the management
of the complex.

It has made repeated requests for
a dialogue to discuss the issue, which
have been spurned to Seoul’s “deep re-
gret”, said the South’s Unification Min-
istry which handles cross-border af-
fairs. “It is questionable whether North
Korea is really willing to develop the
Kaesong industrial complex,” said min-
istry spokesperson Lim Byeong-Cheol.

Observers say the wage row is part
of a battle to assert control over the
running of Kaesong. It first opened in
2004 as a rare symbol of cross-border
cooperation. — AFP
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INDIA

Allahabad:

a high-tech
city in unlikely
surroundings

ITS roads are clogged with traffic, the
pavements overflow with rubbish and
power cuts are a fact of life.

But Allahabad, an ancient settle-
ment on the banks of the Ganges, is
hoping to become one of India’s first
tech-savvy “smart cities” under ambi-
tious plans being piloted by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“We are the spiritual capital of
India. This place is known as king of
the pilgrims. Of course we should be a
smart city,” Swami Anand Giri said at a
crowded Hindu temple overlooking the
holy river, as devotees filed in to touch
his feet and receive his blessing.

Plans for the city have been gath-
ering pace since Mr Modi signed a
memorandum of understanding with
US President Barack Obama during a
visit to India in January. The document
promised American assistance, with a
potential tie-up with global firms.

Allahabad, one of India’s oldest cit-
ies mentioned in ancient Hindu texts
and surrounded by sacred rivers and
farmland, was one of three selected
for the first phase, along with eastern
port Visakhapatnam and Ajmer in the
desert state of Rajasthan.

But along with the plans, which in-
clude a power plant run on cow dung
and another on tonnes of collected
plastic rubbish instead of polluting
coal, come the growing expectations of
a city used to neglect.

Mr Giri said technology could be
used to clean up the filthy Ganges,
whose confluence with the Yamuna
river in Allahabad draws millions of
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devotees, ascetics and foreign tourists
for the Kumbh Mela and other festivals
in heaving seas of humanity.

“I've seen those machines cleaning
up the Thames in London. We should
have them too,” said Mr Giri.

Solar panels in every home could
also help to boost power output, with
their stored energy Kkicking in when
the city’s daily three-to-four hour
blackouts hit, according to senior
professor CK Dwivedi at the Univer-
sity of Allahabad.

But some have sought to rein in
expectations, with Diane Farrell, act-
ing president of the US-India Business
Council, saying companies would only
become involved in the city’s projects
if there was a clear profit to be made.

“Right now the cities are in a phase
where they are putting all of their aspi-
rations on the table, but then you have
to sit back and work out how to pay
for it,” Ms Farrell, who visited the city
as part of a US fact-finding delegation
in January, told AFP by phone from
‘Washington.

“Cities cannot be reliant on US com-
panies for funding or foreign govern-
ments. They need to develop successful
PPPs [public-private partnerships].

“They have to take responsibility.
Maybe additional taxes have to be
introduced to fund these projects,”
she said.

Shortly after sweeping to power
in May, Mr Modi pledged 70.6 billion
rupees (US$1.2 billion) this financial
year to Kick start his goal of develop-
ing as many as 100 energy-efficient,

Philippine customs officers inspect smuggled used clothing,
during a press conference announced seizures of US$250,000
in goods at the Manila international container port yesterday.
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Indian commuters travel along a busy road
during a traffic jam in the middle of the old §
city in Allahabad. Photo: AFP

technology-driven “smart cities”.

But with millions of Indians
pouring into cities from poor rural
areas every year, straining already
stretched affordable housing, public
transport and basic services, much
more money is needed

The government’s February 28
budget provided little additional fund-
ing for the “smart cities” project, de-
spite Urban Development Minister
Venkaiah Naidu’s estimates that $952
billion worth of investment is needed
over the next 20 years.

“When you look at the challenges
facing India’s cities, it’s easy to start
hyperventilating,” said Anil Menon,
responsible for developing smart city
strategies in India at tech giant CISCO.

“The key is to get started on the
basics.”

On the couch in his office, Alla-

habad’s municipal commissioner or
chief executive, Devendra Kumar Pan-
dey, threw down a folder with pages of
ideas proposed so far, including many
from several Indian companies keen to
get involved.

Along with the alternative power
plants are proposals for optical fibre
rollout to create WiFi hotspots, door-
to-door garbage collection with big-
ger machinery and manpower to stop
dumping in public areas, and food
processing plants to assist farms sur-
rounding Allahabad, which has little
industry.

Then there’s a possible new airport
for the city which sees only a handful of
commercial flights every week and vies
for space with the air force.

“We are at the planning stage, not
the project stage,” Mr Pandey stressed.

“We will try our best and hope

for the best.”

As night fell, crowds thronged
the market in the densely packed old
centre, jostling on the roads with rick-
shaws, motorcycles and cows for the
approximately 2 metres (6.5 feet) of
space as traffic inched forward in both
directions.

“There needs to be traffic manage-
ment,” said clothes shop owner Mo-
hanji Tandon Bhiya, suggesting traffic
lights, cameras and off-street parking
via a central command centre.

“It’s also dangerous,” he said, point-
ing to a tangled mess of electrical wires
dangling over the street, as shops
snatched power from the grid.

“There hasn’t been any develop-
ment here for 40 years,” said Mr Bhiya,
a staunch Modi supporter. “But the
smart city is sure to come true, because
there is a vision behind it” - AFP

HONG KONG

Asia markets dip on
strong US jobs data

ASIAN markets mostly retreated yes-
terday after a strong US jobs report
increased expectations the Federal
Reserve will hike interest rates soon,
while Tokyo took a hit from data show-
ing Japan’s economy grew slower than
first thought in the last quarter of 2014.

The euro struggled at 12-year lows
against the dollar as the European Cen-
tral Bank (ECB) prepares to Kick off its
bond-buying stimulus program.

Tokyo fell 0.95 percent, or 180.45
points, to end at 18,790.55, Sydney skid-
ded 1.31pc, or 77.56 points, to close at
5,821.30 and Seoul shed 1.00pc, or 20.12
points, to 1992.82.

In the afternoon Hong Kong was
0.47pc lower but Shanghai edged up
0.10pc, reversing earlier losses.

Regional investors followed their
US peers, who ran for the exit on
March 6 after the Labor Department
said 295,000 jobs were created in Feb-
ruary, pushing the unemployment rate
down to 5.5pc, the lowest level since
May 2008.

Analysts said the latest strong jobs
report - which also follows a slew of
other positive indicators - increased
the likelihood the Fed will lift rates
from near-zero as early as the sum-
mer. The Dow tumbled 1.54pc and the
S&P 500 fell 1.42pc, while the Nasdaq
lost 1.11pc.

“The market’s response to the

much-awaited US payrolls report was
abrupt,” Kymberly Martin, a markets
strategist in Wellington at Bank of New
Zealand, said in a note to clients.

“This will provide sufficient ammu-
nition for the Fed to remove patience
from their statement at the next meet-
ing and undertake an initial rate hike
in June.”

‘While US stocks retreated, the dol-
lar picked up against the yen. In after-
noon trade yesterday it was at 121.05
yen, compared with 120.78 yen in New
York and well up from the 120.01 yen
seen in Tokyo early on March 6.

Also, the euro bought $1.0843 com-
pared with $1.0842 in New York.

However, the single currency was at
131.16 yen against 130.95 yen.

The euro, already under pressure be-
cause of a stuttering eurozone economy
and worries over Greece’s future, is ex-
pected by some experts to reach parity
with the dollar by next year as the ECB
rolls out its bond-buying program.

The $1.2 trillion quantitative easing
scheme, which started yesterday, is the
long-awaited “bazooka” designed to
help kickstart the eurozone and fight
off deflation.

The US jobs figures also sent the
dollar rallying against emerging econ-
omy currencies as dealers move their
cash back in search of safer and health-
ier returns. - AFP
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ISLAMABAD

Pakistan takes action against tax-dodgers

PAKISTAN has begun chasing wealthy
tax-dodgers who enjoy lives of extrava-
gance and luxury, but revenue officials
face huge challenges in trying to force
the very richest - and most influential
- to pay up.

Pakistan’s tax-to-GDP ratio of 9.5
percent is among the lowest in the
world and the government is under
pressure from foreign donors and
lenders, including the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), to increase
collection to boost the struggling
economy.

Revenue authorities say they have
identified about a quarter of a million
new taxpayers who they project will
add around 14 billion rupees (US$140
million) to government coffers.

Broadening the tax base and im-
proving the economy after years of
drift and sluggish growth under the
last government was a key pledge in
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s 2013
election campaign, when he was
swept to power for a third time.

Currently less than 1pc of Paki-
stanis pay income tax and the gov-
ernment collected just $8 billion in
total income tax in the 2013-14 fiscal
year - barely enough to cover just the
country’s defence expenditure of $7
billion.

The finance ministry is aiming to
boost the tax-to-GDP ratio to 15pc in
the current fiscal year ending June 30.

As part of those efforts, the Federal
Bureau of Revenue (FBR) is compiling
lifestyle and vehicle data to try to trace
unregistered taxpayers, including
wealthy landlords and businesspeople
zipping between their luxury homes in
imported Mercedes.

“We are collecting information
from the vehicle registration author-
ity, car manufacturers, utility compa-
nies, telecom companies and property

registration offices and tracing people
who are not paying any tax,” said FBR
spokesperson Shahid Hussain.

The data is used to generate pro-
files of potential taxpayers, after
which demands are issued for them to
pay income tax.

“FBR has already issued notices to
261,250 potential tax payers,” Mr Hus-
sain said, adding that that new taxpay-
ers have paid 570 million rupees since
the crackdown started.

It is not just dodgy businesspeople
who have been caught - several law-
makers have been found paying either
no tax or very little and not filing their
mandatory annual tax statements.

The FBR has taken punitive meas-
ures against some “chronic defaulters”,
freezing nearly 300 bank accounts,
seizing more than 100 vehicles, put-
ting 78 properties up for sale and issu-
ing arrest warrants in 40 cases.

“Employing information technol-
ogy, the FBR is creating a central da-
tabase which would contain informa-
tion about all taxpayers and nobody
will be left undetected,” Mr Hussain
said.

A new FBR department tasked
with broadening the task net started
working in July 2013 and within one
year it started showing results, he
added.

But Pakistan is a country where
wealth and political influence go hand
in hand.

For generations, landowners and
industrialists have given patronage to
political parties and scant attention
has been paid to their assets by the
taxman.

Changing this privileged arrange-
ment is a tricky proposition.

Umar Cheema, an investigative
journalist for Pakistani daily 7he News
who has done several major exposes

FRANKFURT

Europe starts latest
QE buy-up program

THE European Central Bank began
its long-awaited 1.1 trillion euro
(US$1.2 trillion) quantitative eas-
ing program yesterday, to stimulate
growth and ward off deflation across
the eurozone.

The program calls for the euro-
zone central bank to buy around 60
billion euros of public and private
bonds each month - a policy it will
apply until at least September 2016.

The move comes as traditional ef-
forts to boost sluggish economic ac-
tivity in the 19-nation eurozone have
been exhausted through rate cuts
that have brought borrowing costs
to nearly zero.

The policy known as quantitative
easing, or QE, is also being adopted
as the eurozone faces a growing risk
of deflation, which can lead consum-
ers to put off purchases in the expec-
tation that prices will drop further.

This can in turn put the brakes on
production and job creation.

The strategy behind the ECB’s QE
program is similar to that of earlier
schemes introduced by the US Feder-
al Reserve and the Bank of England
to pump money into the economy
with massive purchases of govern-
ment bonds, aiming to foster easier
credit and spur economic activity.

Under QE, a central bank creates
money electronically and uses it to
buy the debt that countries issue to
pay their bills. That pushes down
interest rates on bonds and other fi-
nancial assets, making it cheaper for
companies to borrow and invest, in-
creasing spending and employment.

But some observers warn that
US and British successes with QE

do not make it a surefire remedy for
Europe.

“[We] doubt very much that the
new policy will prompt a meaning-
ful economic recovery or counter the
threat of deflation as the ECB hopes,”
said a recent weekly report by Capi-
tal Economics.

“There is still a large degree of
slack in the labour market despite
recent falls in the number of un-
employed, and the business surveys
remain consistent with only weak
growth, raising the chances of a sus-
tained bout of deflation.”

ECB President Mario Draghi has
dismissed such doubts, and noted
when announcing the QE launch
date on March 5 that markets have
already reacted with some optimism
to the prospect of QE in Europe.

“We have already seen a significant
number of positive effects from these
monetary policy decisions,” he said.

Mr Draghi’s confidence was
backed up by an upward revision of
the ECB’s growth forecasts, which
now see the area-wide economy ex-
panding by 1.5 percent this year,
1.9pc in 2016 and 2.1pc in 2017.

The ECB chief has similarly
waved off concerns that private
banks facing increasingly stiff post-
crisis capital requirements may not
want to part with bonds the ECB will
need in huge quantities.

Mr Draghi noted that those same
banks did not hesitate to sell bonds
that were on their books when the
Fed and BoE rolled out QE policies
whose success the ECB and entire
eurozone now need to replicate.

— AFP

Pakistan has lots of high-income people, but little tax revenue. Photo: AFP

on tax-dodgers, says the FBR’s commit-
ment is encouraging, but he does not
expect them to net any big fish.

“FBR is after those who can’t influ-
ence them,” said Mr Cheema, citing
several well-known tycoons consid-
ered among Pakistan’s richest whose
names were missing from a list of the
country’s top 100 taxpayers.

“It can be done only by waging a
war against tax cheaters without dis-
crimination of good and bad cheaters,”
Mr Cheema said.

Pakistan’s central bank said in a
recent report that tax revenue growth
was not keeping up with budget targets.

The tax take grew 11.7pc in the
first quarter of the current fiscal year,

against an annual target of 26.9pc -
but this was only half the growth of
the same period during the previous
fiscal year, according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP).

The central bank has urged the
government to simplify tax proce-
dures and do more to increase the
documentation of the economy.

A vast amount of business in Pa-
kistan is done off the books, making
transactions hard to trace and levy
dues on.

“Although FBR has taken a number
of measures to increase tax collection,
these focused more on deductions
at source, and/or increasing the tax
rates,” a recent SBP report said, warn-
ing such measures had enjoyed “lim-
ited success” in the past.

The IMF, though, has said the gov-
ernment’s reform program - tied to a
$6.6 billion loan from the Washing-
ton-based lender - was on track, and
expects growth to accelerate to 4.3pc
in the 2014-15 fiscal year from 4.1pc
previously.

But even with growth quickening
and officials insisting they are mak-
ing inroads, challenges to the govern-
ment’s efforts to gather taxes remain
considerable. — AFP
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Solar plane takes off on round the
world first for green-power travel

THE first attempt to fly around the
world in a plane using only solar pow-
er launched yesterday in Abu Dhabi
in a landmark journey aimed at pro-
moting green energy that will test its
pilots’ endurance to the limits.

The Solar Impulse 2, piloted by
Andre Borschberg of Switzerland,
took off at 7:12 am local time from Al-
Bateen airport and headed to Muscat,
the capital of Oman, where it was ex-
pected to land later yesterday after the
first leg of the journey.

The takeoff, which was originally
scheduled for March 7, but delayed
due to high winds, capped 13 years
of research and testing by Mr Borsch-
berg and fellow Swiss pilot Bertrand
Piccard.

Two hours and 15 minutes into the
flight, Mr Borschberg was 13 percent
of the way to Muscat and attempting
to give media interviews before calling
his wife, according to a website moni-
toring his progress.

Shortly before take-off, the 63-year-
old pilot tweeted that the “challenge
to come is real for me & the airplane”.

“This project is a human project; it
is a human challenge,” Mr Borschberg,
co-founder and chief executive of the
Solar Impulse project, told reporters
on March 8.

The wingspan of the one-seater
plane, known as the Si2, is slightly
bigger than that of a jumbo jet, but its
weight is around that of a family car.

From Muscat, it is due to make 12
stops on an epic journey spread over
five months, with a total expected
flight time of around 25 days.

It is due to cross the Arabian Sea to
India before heading on to Myanmar,
China, Hawaii and New York.

Landings are also earmarked for
the midwestern United States and ei-
ther southern Europe or North Africa,
depending on weather conditions.

The longest single leg will see a
lone pilot fly non-stop for five days
across the Pacific Ocean between Nan-
jing, China and Hawaii, a distance of
8500 kilometres (5270 miles).

Mr Borschberg and Mr Piccard will
alternate stints flying the plane, which
can hold only one person, with the
aircraft able to fly on autopilot during
rest breaks.

The pilots have undergone inten-
sive training in preparation for the
trip, including in yoga and self-hypno-
sis, allowing them to sleep for periods
as short as 20 minutes but awaken
feeling refreshed.

All this will happen without burn-
ing a drop of fuel.

The pilots will be linked to a con-
trol centre in Monaco where 65 me-
teorolgists, air traffic controllers and
engineers will be stationed. A team
of 65 support staff will travel with the
two pilots.

Should a problem occur while
sleeping, the ground staff can wake up
the pilot.

“We want to share our vision of a
clean future,” said Mr Piccard, chair of
Solar Impulse, said of the mission.

“Climate change is a fantastic op-
portunity to bring in the market new
green technologies that save energy,
save natural resources of our planet,
make profit, create jobs and sustain
growth.”

The pilots’ idea was ridiculed by
the aviation industry when it was first
unveiled.

But Mr Piccard, a 57-year-old who

hails from a family of scientist-ad-
venturers and who in 1999 became
the first person to circumnavigate
the globe in a hot air balloon, clung
to his belief that clean technology and
renewable energy “can achieve the
impossible”

The plane is powered by more than
17,000 solar cells built into wings that,
at 72 metres (236 feet), are longer
than that of a jumbo and approaching
those of an Airbus A380 superjumbo.

Thanks to an innovative design,
the lightweight carbon fibre aircraft
weighs only 2.3 tonnes, about the
same as a family 4x4 and less than 1
percent of the weight of the A380.

The Si2 is the first solar-powered
aircraft able to stay aloft for several
days and nights.

The propeller craft has four 17.5
horsepower electric motors with re-
chargeable lithium batteries.

It will travel at 50-100 kilometres
per hour, with the slower speeds at
night to prevent the batteries from
draining too quickly.

The Si2 is the successor to Solar Im-
pulse, a smaller aircraft that notched
up a 26-hour flight in 2010, proving its
ability to store enough power in the
batteries during the day to keep flying
at night.

It made its last successful test
flight in the United Arab Emirates on
March 2, and mission chiefs reported
no problems. It is scheduled to arrive
back in Abu Dhabi in July, flown by Mr
Piccard.

For him, “the project should
not finish in July, it should start in
July” A petition was launched at
futureisclean.org to campaign in fa-
vour of clean energy. — AFP

Bali Nine famili

Relatives of two Australian men awaiting execution for
held prior to their forthcoming death sentences, which

The Solar Impulse 2 taxis on the tarmac of al-Bateen
airport in Abu Dhabi on March 9. Photo: AFP

March 9. Photo: AFP
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The Solar Impulse 2, takes off from al-Bateen airport on

Swiss pilot Bertrand Piccard (left) hugs his compatriot, pilot Andre Borschberg, before setting off from Abu Dhabi on

March 9. Photo: AFP

THE families of two Australian
drug smugglers facing imminent
execution in Indonesia visited them
yesterday for the first time on a
prison island where they will be
put to death.

Myuran Sukumaran and An-
drew Chan, the ringleaders of the
so-called “Bali Nine” drug traffick-
ing gang, were sentenced to death
in 2006 for trying to smuggle hero-
in out of Indonesia.

They recently lost their appeals
for presidential clemency, typically
the final chance to avoid the firing
squad, and were expected to be exe-
cuted soon with other foreign drug
convicts.

The men, in their early 30s, were
moved last week from their jail on
Bali to Nusakambangan prison is-
land off Java, where the executions
are due to take place.

Australia has mounted a sus-
tained diplomatic campaign to stop
the executions going ahead.

Prime Minister Tony Abbott
issued a fresh appeal yesterday,
saying, “We respect Indonesia’s
sovereignty, of course; we respect
Indonesia’s system, of course.

“But we think it’s right and
proper that Indonesia should look
to its own long-term best interests
and its own long-term best values.”

Earlier yesterday the men’s rela-
tives arrived at Cilacap, the port
town on Java that is the gateway to
Nusakambangan, as they headed to
see them.

“We're fairly excited to go see
Andy today,” Mr Chan’s brother Mi-
chael told reporters.

Chintu Sukumaran
Brother of Myuran Sukumaran

“It’s been a few days. We're just
looking forward to see him when
we get over there, giving him a
hug”

Mr Sukumaran’s brother
Chinthu said he and his mother
Raji and sister Brintha “have been
waiting, counting down the days”

“We’ve been told he’s doing
well, so we just want to see him for
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Chechen former police
officer confesses to
, Nemtsov killing

German Chancellor
Angela Merkel
shakes hands with
Japanese auto giant
Honda Motor’s
humanoid robot
Asimo as museum
head and former
astronaut Mamoru
Mori looks on at the
National Museum
of Emerging Science
and Innovation in
Tokyo on March 9.
Ms Merkel was on a
two-day visit to Tokyo
and will have talks
with her Japanese
counterpart Shinzo
Abe.

es visit execution island

ourselves, just to make sure, and let
him know that we love him.”

The families, escorted by consu-
lar officials, were expected to spend
several hours on the island before
returning to Cilacap.

Foreign drug convicts from
France, Brazil, the Philippines,
Nigeria and Ghana also recently
lost their appeals for presidential

clemency, and are expected to be ex-
ecuted at the same time as the Aus-
tralians on Nusakambangan.

The Australians, a French con-
vict, Serge Atlaoui, and a Filipina,
Mary Jane Fiesta Veloso, are all
mounting legal challenges to their
sentences, although Indonesian of-
ficials insist an appeal for presiden-
tial clemency is a death row convict’s

A boat carrying Australia Consul General to Bali Majell Hind and lawyer Julian

McMahon (centre) crosses from Nusakambangan prison island and Cilacap on

central Java on March 7. Photo: AFP

drug smuggling offences have travelled to the prison island on which they are being
are expected to be enacted imminently despite appeals from Australia’s leader.

final chance to avoid execution.

A lawyer for Mr Chan and Mr Su-
kumaran said at the weekend that a
court will on March 12 hear the lat-
est legal appeal by the pair.

They had sought to challenge Pres-
ident Joko Widodo’s decision to reject
their pleas for clemency, but a Jakarta
court last month dismissed that bid.
Their lawyers have now lodged an ap-
peal against that decision.

Mr Widodo, who took office in
October, has been a vocal supporter
of the death penalty for drug con-
victs, saying that Indonesia is facing
an “emergency” due to rising narcot-
ics use.

He said in an interview broad-
cast at the weekend that he might
be open to abolishing capital pun-
ishment, but only in the future and
if the public were in favour.

The president has refused to
change course despite appeals from
Australia, France and Brazil.

He added that Mr Chan and Mr
Sukumaran had been “thoroughly
rehabilitated and reformed” during
a decade behind bars.

Mr Abbott said it had not been
possible to arrange another conver-
sation with Mr Widodo about the
looming executions, as he want-
ed, but Canberra would continue
trying. — AFP

Merkel: ‘Honesty’ key
to reconciliation

GERMAN Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel waded into the fraught area of
wartime forgiveness during a visit to
Japan yesterday, saying that “facing
history squarely” and “generous ges-
tures” are necessary to mend ties.

Ms Merkel was speaking in Tokyo
ahead of the 70" anniversary of Ja-
pan’s defeat in World War II, in which
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s conserva-
tive views on Tokyo’s war crimes are
under scrutiny, and as China and
South Korea continue to call for ever
more contrition.

“Germany was lucky to be accepted
in the community of nations after the
horrible experience that the world had
to meet with Germany during the pe-
riod of National Socialism [Nazism]
and the Holocaust,” she said.

“This was possible first because
Germany did face its past squarely, but
also because the Allied Powers who
controlled Germany after the Second
World War would attach great impor-
tance to Germany coming to grips
with its past.”

“One of the great achievements of
the time certainly was reconciliation
between Germany and France ... The
French have given just as valuable a
contribution as the Germans have,”
she said.

Relations between Japan and its
wartime victims, China and South
Korea, are at a low point, with Beijing
and Seoul both demanding Tokyo does
more to atone for its past.

Nationalists in Japan say Tokyo has
apologised enough for the past, and

that the constant references to WWII
are covering flak for governments in
China and South Korea who are seek-
ing to direct popular anger elsewhere.

There were “great minds and great
personalities who said we ought to
adopt a policy of rapprochement ...
and without these generous gestures
by our neighbours this would not have
been possible”, Ms Merkel told her
audience.

The public lecture came on the first
day of a two-day trip to Tokyo, her first
in seven years, and one that comes af-
ter Mr Abe visited Germany last year.

China’s foreign minister Wang Yi
on March 8 said Mr Abe would be
welcome at Beijing’s commemorations
of the end of WWII if he is “sincere”
about history.

Beijing has not given a specific date
for the parade, but it regards Septem-
ber 3, the day after Japan signed its
formal surrender to Allied forces on
board the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay,
as victory day.

“It’s difficult for me as the German
chancellor to give you advice on how
to deal with part of your neighbour-
hood,” Ms Merkel said in response to
questions.

“But I think history and experience
tells us also that peaceful means of
reconciliation have to be found,” she
said.

Ms Merkel was due to visit the
Imperial Palace to meet Emperor Aki-
hito later yesterday before a formal sit
down with Mr Abe, where a range of
issues were due to be discussed. — AFP

Australians
asylum row:

PRIME Minister Tony Abbott lashed
out at criticism over Australia’s treat-
ment of asylum-seekers yesterday,
saying the country was “sick of being
lectured” by the United Nations.

Canberra sends asylum-seekers
arriving by boat into detention on
Papua New Guinea’s Manus Island or
the small Pacific state of Nauru and
refuses them resettlement in Austral-
ia, policies which are condemned by
refugee and rights advocates.

In a new report to be submitted to
the UN Human Rights Council, the
body’s Special Rapporteur on Torture
added to the criticism by finding that
aspects of Australia’s asylum-seek-
er policies violated the convention
against torture.

“I really think Australians are sick
of being lectured to by the United Na-
tions, particularly, given that we have
stopped the boats, and by stopping
the boats, we have ended the deaths
at sea,” Mr Abbott told reporters
when asked about the findings.

Australia’s conservative adminis-
tration, which also turns back boats
carrying asylum-seekers where pos-
sible, has succeeded in stemming the
tide of would-be refugees arriving on
unauthorised vessels.

Mr Abbott said that putting an end
to the dangerous people-smuggling
route to Australia, mostly via Indone-
sia, was the “most humanitarian, the
most decent, the most compassionate
thing you can do”.

‘sick’ of UN
Abbott

Hundreds of people drowned at
sea as the people-smuggling trade
flourished under the previous Labor
government, he said.

“We have stopped the boats and I
think the UN’s representatives would
have a lot more credibility if they
were to give some credit to the Aus-
tralian government for what we’ve
been able to achieve in this area,” he
added.

The UN rapporteur found there
was substance to the allegations that
Australia failed to provide adequate
detention conditions, end the deten-
tion of children, and put a stop to
escalating violence and tension at
Manus.

As such, it had violated the right
of the asylum-seekers to be free from
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrad-
ing treatment, it said.

Asked about the conditions that
asylum-seeKkers lived in on Manus, Mr
Abbott said these were “reasonable
under all the circumstances™

“All of the basic needs of the peo-
ple on Manus Island are being met ...
Everyone’s needs for food, for cloth-
ing, for shelter, for safety are being
more than met,” he said.

But Daniel Webb, from Australia’s
Human Rights Law Centre, said while
Canberra always insisted it complied
with all human rights obligations, the
rapporteur found the policies were
breaching international law.

— AFP
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UN peacekeeper and
children killed in Mali

A PEACEKEEPER and two children
died when militants shelled a UN
base in northern Mali, heightening
security fears as police hunted jihad-
ists who launched a deadly Bamako
nightclub assault.

The UN’s Multidimentional Inte-
grated Stabilization Mission in Mali
(MINUSMA) force said more than
30 rockets were fired at its barracks
in the rebel stronghold of Kidal from
5:40am on March 8.

“Once they had established from
where the rockets were being fired,
MINUSMA troops immediately re-
turned fire 2 kilometres from the
compound, at around 6am,” the
force said in a statement.

“According to preliminary reports,
one MINUSMA soldier died and eight
others were injured. The shelling also
claimed victims among the citizens of
Kidal outside the compound, killing
two and injuring four.”

The force said in an update on
Twitter that the civilian victims
- members of the nomadic Arab
Kunta tribe - were children and that
only three other civilians had been
wounded. Their encampment near
the UN base was hit by stray rockets
as the attack got under way, a MI-
NUSMA source said.

Sources inside the force also said
the peacekeeper, like the majority of
personnel at the base, was Chadian.

The UN Security Council

issued a statement condemning the
“heinous” assault and warned that
“those responsible for the attack
shall be held accountable” while
calling on the Malian government to
investigate.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon also condemned the “intoler-
able” killings, calling them a “breach
of international humanitarian law”

“MINUSMA strongly condemns
these heinous terrorist acts, whose
only goal is to thwart all the efforts
currently under way to achieve last-
ing peace in Mali,” the force said.

No group has claimed responsi-
bility, although Kidal is the cradle
of northern Mali’s Tuareg separatist
movement, which has launched sev-
eral uprisings from the region since
the 1960s.

Tuareg and Arab militias - loyal-
ist and anti-government - forged a
peace agreement with the Malian
government earlier this month in
Algiers, although the main rebel
groups have yet to sign it.

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
and other jihadist groups also carry
out attacks in Kidal, including the
2013 murders of French journal-
ists Ghislaine Dupont and Claude
Verlon.

In Bamako, police in bullet-
proof vests patrolled the area where
a masked gunman had early on
March 7 burst into La Terrasse, a

popular venue among expats, spray-
ing automatic gunfire and throwing
grenades.

Al-Murabitoun, a jihadist group
run by leading Algerian militant
Mokhtar Belmokhtar, has claimed
responsibility for that attack, which
left a Frenchman, a Belgian and
three Malians dead.

It said in an audio recording car-
ried by Mauritanian news agency Al-
AKbar the operation was carried out
“to avenge our prophet against the
unbelieving West which has insulted
and mocked him”.

Vehicle checks were stepped up
on the three bridges over the Ni-
ger river as detectives focused on a
black four-wheel drive apparently
used by the nightclub attacker and
an accomplice.

“We cannot say much more at
this stage but there are clues about
the vehicle used to transport the
author of the crimes committed in
Bamako,” a police source said.

MINUSMA, which has around
10,000 personnel in Mali, said it
has made investigators and crimes
scenes experts available to the au-
thorities.

The French victim has been
named as 30-year-old Fabien Guy-
omard, a single man with no chil-
dren who had lived in Bamako since
2007 and worked at US construction
company ICMS Africa. — AFP

Police blame Red
Shirts for latest bomb

THAI police yesterday accused a net-
work of “Red Shirt” supporters of
the toppled government of trying to
destablise the kingdom after the sec-
ond small bomb attack to hit Bangkok
in recent weeks.

Two men were detained on the
night of March 7 after a brief shoot-
out with security forces that followed
a grenade attack at the Criminal
Court, which caused minor damage to
the building’s car park but no injuries.

National Police  spokesperson
Prawut Thavornsiri said they are
hunting another man and two women
from the same apparent cell.

“Based on our investigation they
have links with the Red Shirts,” he
said.

His boss, Police General Somyot
Poompanmoung, said the blast was
carried out by the “same network
of people” responsible for twin pipe
bombs that exploded last month
outside a downtown shopping mall,
slightly injuring two people.

That incident was the first major
disruption to an uneasy peace im-
posed under martial law since last
May’s coup that removed the elected
government of Yingluck Shinawatra.

“I think there are many groups at-
tempting to do a similar thing,” Mr So-
myot told reporters, vowing to arrest
anyone linked to the group.

The Red Shirts are a grassroots
political movement that opposes the
coup and supports the fallen govern-
ment of Yingluck whose family have
dominated Thai politics for more than

a decade.

But their resistance to the coup has
been muted, with Red Shirt leaders
under observation by the military and
warned against breaching martial law
by organising political rallies.

Red Shirt leader Jatuporn Prom-
pan dismissed the link with his group,
insisting they were non-violent and
have nothing to gain from stoking ten-
sions under martial law.

“We are not involved. It would be
a disadvantage to us ... No-one is that
stupid,” he said on his daily television
program.

Pressure has been mounting on
the junta to lift martial law, with an
increasing number of political figures
and campaigners grumbling that de-
bate is being stifled just as Thailand
needs it most.

The junta-picked National Legisla-
tive Assembly is next month due to de-
liberate on a draft constitution, which
the junta says will provide the bedrock
for a return to democracy.

But critics doubt whether a new
charter will bridge Thailand’s deep
political divisions.

Junta chief and Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-O-Cha, who has so far
resisted calls to end martial law, said
the bombers wanted to revive tensions
but declined to directly link them to
the Red Shirts.

“The perpetrators want to create
panic and chaos ... in order to make
the public aware that they still exist,”
he told reporters.

— AFP
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Rebecca Cross and Scottish

Terrier “Knopa” - bred in the

US, with Russian ownership

- celebrate with their trophy

after winning the Best in

Show category at Crufts

Dog Show in Birmingham,
England, on March 8. Crufts is one of the largest dog
events in the the world, with thousands of entrants
competing for the coveted top title. However growing
competition from foreign-owned dogs has sparked
concern that not everyone may be playing fair.
Owners of a prize-winning Irish Setter who died after
competing at the renowned show claimed on March
their dog had been poisoned at the event.

Chechen confesses to
Nemtsov contract killing

A FORMER police officer from
Chechnya has confessed to his in-
volvement in what investigators said
was the contract Killing of opposition
activist Boris Nemtsov.

Four other suspects have denied
any connection to the killing of Mr
Nemtsov, who was shot four times in
the back on February 27 while walk-
ing with his girlfriend along a bridge
near the Kremlin in a brazen assassi-
nation that has sent shivers through
the country’s opposition.

Interfax news agency quoted a
law enforcement source as saying
that a sixth suspect threw a grenade
at police who came to arrest him
in the Chechen capital Grozny and
killed himself with another grenade
on March 7.

In Moscow, heavily armed masked
police marched the five handcuffed
suspects through hallways packed
with journalists and into two sepa-
rate courtrooms where they were
ordered to be held for around two
months pending the investigation.

According to documents read out
in court, the accused are charged un-
der a section of the Russian criminal
code relating to murders carried out
for financial gain, Interfax reported.

The charges also involve extor-
tion and banditry. Investigators said
they were still seeking others who
may have been involved. However,
as in a string of other Killings of Rus-
sian opposition figures, officials have

yet to shed light on who might have
ordered the late-night murder of the
55-year-old Nemtsov, a fierce critic of
President Vladimir Putin.

Zaur Dadayev, a decorated former
deputy commander in a Chechen
police unit born in 1982, and Anzor
Gubashey, 31, who worked for a pri-
vate security company in Moscow,
were arrested on March 7 in Ingushe-
tia, which neighbours Chechnya.

They were both charged with
murder but Mr Gubashev denied
involvement.

“The participation of Dadayev is
confirmed by his confession,” said
presiding judge Nataliya Mushniko-
va, according to state news agencies.

Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov
said he was baffled by the arrest.

“I knew Zaur Dadayev as a true
Russian patriot .. He was one of
the bravest and worthiest soldiers
of his regiment,” Kadyrov said on
Instagram.

Court spokesperson Anna Fadeye-
va told the RIA Novosti news agency
that the other three men were still
only suspects at this stage. They
are Mr Gubashev’s younger brother
Shagid, Ramzat Bakhayev, 45, and
Tamerlan Eskerkhanov, 34.

The men are all from the volatile
northern Caucasus region where
Russia has fought two devastating
wars against Chechen separatists
and where security forces continue to
clash with Islamist insurgents.

Zaur Dadayev stands inside a
defendants’ cage at a district court
in Moscow on March 8. Photo: AFP

“The suspects denied their in-
volvement in this crime but inves-
tigators have proof of their involve-
ment,” a representative for the probe
told the court.

However no information emerged
as to the possible motive behind the
killing of the former prime minister
turned charismatic opposition leader
who was one of the last outspoken
opponents to Putin. Mr Nemtsov’s al-
lies believe his assassination was a hit
ordered by the top levels of govern-
ment determined to silence dissent-
ers. The allegation has been strenu-
ously denied. — AFP
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A delegate wearing ethnic
minority clothing prepares to
attend the third session of the
12" National People’s Congress
at the entrance of the Great
Hall of the People in Beijing on
March 8. China’s Communist
Party-controlled legislature,
the National People’s Congress
(NPC), gathers in the capital
for the annual show of political
theater, with the “rule of law”
high on the agenda. Photo: AFP

Confident China vows to support Russia

As politicians gather for the 12" National People’s Congress, China’s new foreign minister is flexing his diplomatic muscles on the world stage

CHINA has asserted its place on the
global diplomatic stage, pledging to
steadfastly support Russia in the
face of Western sanctions, scolding
regional rival Japan and making
clear it sees the US as an equal.

Foreign minister Wang Yi,
speaking to reporters at a packed
annual press conference on March
8, staunchly defended China’s na-
tional interests, while proclaiming
that its rise is no threat to the in-
ternational order.

He stressed that Beijing would
not abandon old friends and allies
such as Moscow, which is belea-
guered under sanctions and inter-
national opprobrium, and Pyong-
yang, in recent years more often
than not a headache for China’s
leaders rather than an asset.

Chinese President Xi Jinping is
due to visit the US later this year
and Mr Wang emphasised that the
two countries are equals that must
work to overcome tensions.

The two presidents were ex-

Wang Yi
China’s foreign minister

pected to “inject new momentum
into efforts to build a new model
of major country relations between
China and the United States”, Mr
Wang said, using Beijing’s favoured
description of their ties, suggesting
they are on the same footing.

“China and the United States are
two large countries,” he added. “It’s
impossible for there not to be any
disagreements between us.”

Mr Wang vowed to deepen eco-
nomic and diplomatic cooperation
with Russia, even as it faces West-
ern sanctions over the annexa-
tion of Crimea and the conflict in
Ukraine.

Beijing and Moscow have regu-
larly used their veto power on the
UN Security Council to thwart
Western initiatives such as on
Syria’s civil war, and Mr Wang said
they would “continue to carry out
strategic coordination and coop-
eration to maintain international
peace and security”.

Sino-Russian  relations were
based on “mutual need”, he said,
and they would work to increase
trade to an annual US$100 billion
a year while intensifying coopera-
tion in sectors including finance
and energy.

Oil and gas are crucial to Rus-
sia, which has suffered from the
plunge in global crude prices, and
Mr Wang’s comments suggest Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, with whom
Mr Xi has a strong personal rela-
tionship, can count on Beijing’s
support.

Mr Wang stuck largely to Bei-
jing’s script, reserving his theatrics
for traditional bete noire Japan,
which received a finger-wagging
denunciation over what Beijing

sees as its recalcitrance over World
War II history.

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe will only be welcome at com-
memorations Beijing plans for the
70" anniversary of the war’s end
if he is “sincere” about history, Mr
Wang said.

China-Japan relations have
plunged over issues including ter-
ritorial disputes and Japan’s 19%-
and 20%-century invasions, while
China’s Communist Party regularly
stokes nationalism as part of its
claim to a right to rule.

Mr Abe is a nationalist who feels
Japan has apologised enough and
that after seven decades of peace
has earned a right to be more as-
sertive of its interests, including
defence and sovereignty, as well as
how it sees its own history.

“This issue has been haunting
the China-Japan relationship,” Mr
Wang said, pointing his index fin-
ger in the air and referring to the
conflict, in which China says more
than 20 million of its citizens died.

“Those in power in Japan should
first ask themselves what they have
done on this score,” he said.

He was also defiant over Bei-
jing’s interests in the South China
Sea, almost of all which it regards
as its territory amid disputes with
Southeast Asian countries.

Asked about reports Beijing was
reclaiming land in the area, he said
China was “carrying out necessary
construction on its own islands and
reefs”.

“We have every right to do
things that are lawful and justi-
fied,” he added.

A career diplomat and expert on
Japan, Mr Wang assumed his posi-

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi listens to questions during a press conference
as part of the National People’s Congress in Beijing on March 8. Photo: AFP

tion in March 2013 and is the face
of Chinese foreign policy, the coun-
terpart of officials such as US Sec-
retary of State John Kerry.

He was speaking on the side-
lines of the National People’s Con-
gress, China’s Communist-controlled
parliament.

China’s most influential foreign
policy official, however, is Yang
Jiechi, a member of the State Coun-
cil, or Cabinet, who was Mr Wang’s
predecessor as foreign minister.

Mr Wang also stressed Beijing’s
close historical ties with Pyong-
yang, which go back to the Korean
War when Chinese forces guaran-
teed its survival.

But he also illustrated the

challenge of dealing with the nucle-
ar-armed neighbour and its youth-
ful, often unpredictable leader Kim
Jong-Un, the third generation in his
family to helm the country.

Three years after coming to pow-
er Mr Kim has yet to meet Mr Xi,
but Moscow said in January that
the North Korean leader would be
among those attending ceremonies
to mark the 70 anniversary of the
Soviet Union’s victory over Nazi
Germany.

“As to when our leaders will
meet it will have to suit the sched-
ule of both sides,” he said, implic-
itly acknowledging that no such
encounter was likely soon.

— AFP
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2 million migrant birds killed 1n Cyprus
as 1llicit taste for rare delicacy soars

MORE than 2 million migratory birds
were Killed in Cyprus last autumn to
feed an illicit taste for the delicacy on
the Mediterranean island, a conserva-
tionist group said yesterday.

The survey by Birdlife Cyprus was
carried out in the key season between
September and October and estimates
the number of birds indiscriminately
trapped in nets or with limesticks.

The group said its surveillance
showed “a dramatic situation of this
illegal activity sadly taking place”, with
the number of mist nets used almost
doubling in 2014 from the year before.

It found some 16 Kkilometres (10
miles) of net supports active dur-
ing autumn and more than 6000
limesticks were reported from en-
forcement agencies and other non-
governmental organisations.

Limesticks are twigs covered in a
sticky substance that instantly trap
birds that alight onto them, leaving
them to dangle helplessly.

“With these trapping levels for au-
tumn 2014, BirdLife Cyprus estimated
that over 2 million birds could have
been Killed across the whole of Cyprus,’
said Birdlife, the most since it began
monitoring the activity 13 years ago.

Such methods are used to catch
blackcaps and song thrushes, much
sought after delicacies that fetch up to

80 euros (US$86) for a dozen at Cyp-
riot restaurants.

The Game and Fauna Service, in
charge of the fight against poaching in
Cyprus, says the illegal trade is worth
about 15 million euros a year.

Birdlife said the figures showed il-
legal trappings were now “out of con-
trol” and that more needed to be done
by the authorities in Cyprus, including
the British military at bases on the
island.

Birdlife Cyprus chief Clairie Papa-
zoglou said poaching was a “serious,
persistent and growing problem” in
“what has been the worst year with
the highest trapping levels since the
start of the monitoring program in
2002”

Tim Stowe of the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds called for zero-
tolerance by the British military.

A huge crackdown on trappers
and restaurants was enforced before
Cyprus joined the European Union
in 2004, but now conservationists say
the government lacks the political will
to eradicate the trade.

Birdlife has also called for tougher
sentencing available to the courts.

The law provides for penalties
of up to three years in jail and fines
as high as 17,000 euros but these are
rarely imposed. — AFP

A picture released by the Committee against Bird Slaughter (CABS) taken in Paralimni on April 15, 2014, shows a Lesser
Whitethroat (Sylvia curruca) caught on a limestick bird trap. Photo: AFP

SYDNEY

‘British’ jihadist actually an Aussie
A Westerner pictured alongside Is-
lamic State group fighters and dubbed
by media as “Britain’s white jihadi”

is in fact a teenager from Australia
who converted to Islam, a report said
yesterday.

A picture of the meek-looking
youth, holding a rifle and sitting in
between two jihadists with a black IS
flag in the background, emerged on
Twitter in late December.

At the time the militant group,
which has run rampant through
swathes of Iraq and Syria, hailed his
recruitment as “a major coup” with
the British media dubbing him “Brit-
ain’s white jihadi”.

Doubts about the authenticity of
the picture subsequently emerged
after a blogger claimed he had fab-
ricated the image to hoax the British
press.

But Australia’s Fairfax Media said
the photograph had now been posi-
tively identified by friends of the teen-
ager and members of two mosques in
Melbourne.

It identified him as a former high-
achieving 18-year-old student called
Jake, declining to reveal his full name
at the request of a family member.

BAGHDAD

Top US general flies into Iraq

The US military’s top officer landed
in Baghdad yesterday as Iraqgi forces
battle the Islamic State group in their
largest operation to date against the
jihadists. General Martin Dempsey,
chair of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff,
flew in on a C-17 military transport
aircraft. He was due to hold talks with
top Iraqi officials.

NEW DELHI

Tamils to be repatriated

India said yesterday it was working

with Sri Lanka's new government to

repatriate thousands of ethnic minor-

ity Tamils who fled the island during

nearly four decades of separatist war
Indian Foreign Secretary S Jais-

hankar said discussions were ongoing

for the return of 100,000 refugees

from the southern state of Tamil
Nadu, which is separated from Sri
Lanka by a narrow stretch of sea.

ISLAMABAD

Blasphemy killer loses appeal

A Pakistani court yesterday upheld the
death sentence handed to a former
police bodyguard for murdering a pro-
vincial governor who sought reform of
blasphemy laws.The Islamabad High
Court dismissed an appeal against the
sentence by Mumtaz Qadri, who shot
dead Punjab governor Salman Taseer
outside an upmarket coffee shop in
Islamabad in 2011.

WASHINGTON

Baby survives 14hrs in icy lake

A baby in the US state of Utah survived
a car crash that killed her mother by
dangling upside down in her car seat
above a river’s frigid waters for 14
hours, police said.

A fisherman found the 18-month-
old child and woman on March 7 in
a four-door car flipped over in the
Spanish Fork River in Utah, according
to a police report.

The daughter apparently spent
hours upside down in a rear pas-
senger car seat as temperatures
in the area dropped below freezing
overnight.

The man called a rescue crew that
was able to navigate the cold river
and flip the car to get the little girl to
emergency care.

Seven rescuers had to be trans-
ferred to a hospital to be treated for
hypothermia and were later released.

Images posted on Twitter showed
the partially submerged vehicle being
hoisted by rescue crews.

Spanish Fork police identified the
mother as Lynn Jennifer Groesbeck,
25, according to the Salt Lake Tribune.

Ms Groesbeck’s family said she
was driving to her home on the night
of March 6 at the time of the crash.

Police believe she struck the side
of the bridge before plunging into the
river.

The toddler was in a stable but
critical condition at the hospital, the
newspaper said. - AFP

‘Hermit’ suspected of stabbing spree

A MAN suspected of stabbing five el-
derly people dead at a family home
in rural Japan was being quizzed by
police yesterday, with reports saying
he is a hikikomori or social misfit who
lived nearby.

Media descended on the usually
quiet island of Awajishima, with heli-
copters hovering over the farmstead
where the five were slain some time
before 7am local time.

Police who were called to the scene
found the bloodied bodies of a man
and a woman, both aged around 80
years, in the main house on the site.

Two unconscious women, aged

around 60 and 80 years were discov-
ered in another building, while a bad-
ly injured man in his 60s was found
outside.

All three were rushed to hospital
where they were later confirmed dead.

Detectives arrested unemployed
Tatsuhiko Hirano, a police spokes-
person said, with reports saying he
initially admitted the multiple Killing.

The 40-year-old Hirano lives in the
area with his father and grandmother,
Jiji Press reported.

Locals told the agency he rarely
leaves his home and has largely been
isolated from society since his school

days.

The phenomenon of so-called
hikikomori - literally “the with-
drawn”- rears its head fairly frequent-
ly in Japan.

Often it applies to maladjusted
people in their late teens or early 20s
who shut themselves away for years at
a time in their parents’ homes, many
living in darkened bedrooms with lit-
tle or no human contact.

While many eventually emerge,
others continue well into adulthood,
protected from the pressures of life by
their ageing parents.

— AFP

TV news goes blank over rape doc ban

AN Indian news network ran a
blank screen for an hour in protest
at a controversial government ban
on airing a documentary about the
savage gang-rape of a Delhi student.

NDTV broadcast a blank screen
with only a flickering lamp in the
background for an hour from 9pm
to 10pm on March 8, when it was
due to have shown the documenta-
ry, India’s Daughter, to mark Inter-
national Women’s Day.

The channel has made no public
comment about the ban, but its edi-
torial director Sonia Singh tweeted
ahead of the protest, “We won’t
shout, but we will be heard”.

India obtained a court order
banning the film, which included an
interview with one of the convicted
rapists, Mukesh Singh, on March
3 on the grounds it risked fuelling
public anger.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh
said comments in which Mr Singh
blamed the 23-year-old victim and
said she should not have been out at
night were “highly derogatory and
an affront to the dignity of women”.

The ban triggered a storm of pro-
test in India, and many people wel-
comed NDTV’s move.

“Well done NDTV for deciding to
go off air for one hour... Very inno-
vative and powerful,” Rifat Jawaid
tweeted.

“Wish I could post a blank tweet
in solidarity with NDTV’s protest,”
tweeted Tushar Gandhi, the great
grandson of India’s independence
hero Mahatma Gandhi.

Sonia Singh
NDTV editorial director

India’s Daughter, by award-win-
ning British filmmaker Leslee Ud-
win, was due to be shown in seven
countries including India and Brit-
ain on March 8.

The BBC brought forward its

showing of the film to March 4 after
India announced its ban, citing in-
tense public interest.

The father of the victim, who
died of injuries sustained during
the shocking attack in 2012, has
said everyone should watch the doc-
umentary, which showed “the bitter
truth” about attitudes to women in
India.

Officials at the jail where Mr Sin-
gh is being held said they had asked
the BBC not to show the documen-
tary, claiming Udwin had violated
the terms of the agreement allowing
her to interview the prisoner.

But Ms Udwin has insisted
she had complied fully with the
agreement.

India’s Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a vocal champion of women’s
rights in India, has so far made no
comment on the row.

On March 8 he urged an end to
all forms of discrimination against
women, tweeting that “our heads
hang in shame when we hear of in-
stances of crime against women”.

—AFP



NCENSE smoke wafts through the cold air of the centuries-old
Buddhist temple as a priest chants a sutra, praying for the peaceful
transition of the souls of the departed.

It is a funeral like any other in Japan. Except that those being
honoured are robot dogs, lined up on the altar, each wearing a tag
to show where they came from and which family they belonged to.

The devices are “AIBOs”, the world’s first home-use entertainment
robot equipped with Artificial Intelligence (AI) and capable of
developing its own personality.

“I believe owners feel they have souls as long as they are with them,”
said Nobuyuki Narimatsu, 59, who heads an electronics repair company
specialising in fixing vintage products.

Sony rolled out the first-generation AIBO in June 1999, with the
initial batch of 3000 selling out in just 20 minutes, despite the hefty
250,000 yen (more than US$2000) price tag.

Over the following years, more than 150,000 units were sold, in
numerous iterations, ranging from gleaning metallic-silver versions to
round-faced cub-like models.

The dog came with an array of sensors, a camera and microphone.
The final generation could even talk.

By 2006, Sony was in trouble; its business model was broken and
it was facing fierce competition from rivals in all fields. The AIBO, an
expensive and somewhat frivolous luxury, had to go.

The company kept its “AIBO Clinic” open until March 2014, but then
- politely - told dedicated and loving owners that they were on their
own.

For Hideko Mori, 70, that nearly spelled disaster.

Mori has had her AIBO for around eight years. She enjoys the
conversations she has with it, and thinks it far more convenient than a
real puppy.

“He doesn’t require feeding and he doesn’t pee ... Actually he does
pee by cocking his leg, making an indescribably beautiful tinkling
sound.” But, she said, nothing actually comes out.

“I never thought there was a limit to his life.”

But in May last year her beloved AIBO, whose name is simply “Aibo”,
became immobile.

“I e-mailed a former Sony worker on behalf of Aibo, saying, ‘Do I
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have no choice but to die like this because I can’t walk?’” she said.

The engineer introduced her to A FUN, a company that employs
former Sony engineers, who fixed her machine in two months.

“I was so happy to see him back to health and at home,” she said.

Hiroshi Funabashi, 61, who supervises repairs at A FUN, said
troubled AIBO owners think of him more as a doctor than an engineer.

“The word ‘repair’ doesn’t fit here,” he said at his home in Kasama,
north of Tokyo. Scattered around him are dozens of AIBOs sent in with
problems owners typically describe as “aching joints”,

“For those who keep AIBOs, they are nothing like home appliances.
It’s obvious they think their [robotic pet] is a family member,” he said.

Funabashi says he does not enhance the functions of aged AIBOs,
but tries to restore them to health.

The problem is that repairs can take weeks or even months because
of a shortage of spare parts. Dozens of AIBOs are now “hospitalised”,
with more than 180 on the waiting list.

The only source of genuine parts are “dead” robots, who become
donors for organ transplantation, but only once the proper respects
have been paid.

Bungen Oi, a priest at the 450-year-old Kofukuji temple in Isumi,
east of Tokyo, says the AIBO service last month was an occasion on
which the robots’ souls could pass from their bodies.

“I was thrilled over the interesting mismatch of giving cutting-edge
technology a memorial service in a very conventional manner,” he said.

It is a mismatch that humans will probably become more used
to over the coming years and decades, as robots with “personalities”
become ever more part of our lives.

Later this year, Japanese telecoms giant Softbank says it is going to
start selling the humanoid Pepper to the public.

Despite the $2000 cost, Pepper will be useless for housework, but
developers say it will learn to imitate and intuit human emotions over
time.

This blurring of lines means more people could feel the kind of
attachment that ATBO owners know so well, said A FUN’s Funabashi.

“I don’t know if people will develop affection [towards a new
generation of robots] in five, six years’ time,” he said. “But I think we
need to recognise they are not ordinary electrical devices.” - AFP

A priest performs a robot dog funeral. Photos: AFP/Toshifumi
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Ma Sin Mar Aung speaks at the International Women’s Day celebration on March 8. Photo: Zarni Phyo

\Women speak out against injustice

NYEIN EI EIHTWE
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

WOMEN must find their voice and speak out against the
discrimination they continue to suffer, participants in an
International Women’s Day celebration heard on March 8.
The event took place at Sein Lan So Pyay Garden, Yangon.

Ma Zin Mar Aung, founder of the women’s organisation
Rain Fall (which stands for Re-socialisation and Increased
Non-discrimination For All), called on women to make
their views known on all the problems relevant to them,
including family issues. In 2007, Ma Zin Mar Aung was
sentenced to 20 years in prison for political activism.

“If women fail to speak out about their problems, who
else will speak for us? Every day we see pictures of women
taking part in student protests, labour protests, land-
grab issues and displaced persons’ camps. They are still
discriminated against because they are women,” Ma Zin
Mar Aung said.

The barriers to political action that women faced could
be overcome, she said. Political wives were expected to
support their husbands, but a woman wishing to make
her own way in the political world needed a good income,
and had to take time to look after her family and do the
household chores.

“Women are afraid to confront change in their lives.
They want a tranquil family life secure in an organised
society. But they must be aware that change is just a
challenge and their husbands also need to understand
what their wives are eager to do,” said Ma Zin Mar Aung.

She added that in Western countries, where traditional
gender roles are much more fluid, men and women
work together to take care of their families, with men
sometimes doing the cooking while their wives go
shopping.

By contrast, in a traditional society, women seeking to
take action face much more pressure and resistance then
men.

“I could cite several examples. One day, when my
friend and I were working for a local foundation that
supports prisoners, we went to a restaurant on 19"
Street to eat their boiled rice, which was particularly
delicious. When we got back to the office, we were told
that many people had called in to complain that we’d
been drinking beer.”

Not, she said, that there was anything wrong with
women drinking beer in many countries. But in Myanmar,
many people assumed that a woman who called herself
a feminist was bound to drink and smoke cigarettes and
generally break all the rules.

“Rumours can Kill people, especially women in
Myanmar, and people should think carefully about the
image they might be projecting,” she said.

Even when women became active in political parties,
as they had been for many years, their main role was to
raise funds or to make the coffee when guests came, not as
decision-makers.

“When we internalise such values, we end up
discriminating against ourselves. Women are not servants.
Just because our social skills are good doesn’t mean we
should not aspire to higher positions in political parties
too,” said Ma Zin Mar Aung.

She urged the government to engage in women’s issues,
not just by paying lip-service but through genuine action.

She then spoke of the Interfaith Marriage bill proposed
last year by the extremist Buddhist monk U Wirathu and
his followers.

“They want to rule our thoughts, our social lives and
now even our marriages. When I spoke out against these

i proposals, I received threatening letters and emails. Even

in women’s issues, they could not accept that women
should have a say,” said Ma Zin Mar Aung.

Cherry Sahau, a Chin national and secretary of the
Chin Progressive Party, who organises Myanmar women’s
activist organisations, also supported Ma Zin Mar Aung’s
opposition to the bill.

“The law speaks of Buddhist women, but in Chin State,
some believe in Buddhism and some are Christians. That
doesn’t mean there is no unity;” she told the participants,
adding that the difference in the level of development
in the city and the ethnic areas had penalised women
in terms of education, business, rights and mental
development.

“Most ethnic people work in agriculture and live in
poverty, and growing crops is the only occupation their
daughters know. If they aren’t going out to the paddy
fields, they don’t go out at all,” she said.

She said government budgets for ethnic areas were too
small, and true economic development would both raise
the status of women and advance the peace process.

Cherry Sahau said that, few as successful women
leaders are, fewer still are from ethnic areas because of the
inequalities of the education system.

“If you are young, female and ethnic it’s hard to speak
out because the culture impedes young women, especially
in the men’s world of politics,” she said.

|
»

'They want to rule our
thoughts, our social
lives and now even our
marriages. When | spoke
out against the marrage
bill | recieved threatening
letters’

Ma Zin Mar Aung
Women'’s rights activist

Unfamiliarity with the Myanmar language was another
barrier to progress. “We get funny looks because of our
accents. Ethnic women are inhibited about speaking out in
society,” she said.

Ko Aye Khaing, director of a research institute studying
parliament, said there were too few women MPs. In Pyithu
Hluttaw there are 319 male MPs and 22 women, and in
Amyotha Hluttaw, there are only four female MPs.

“They can ask questions in parliament about
governance, the economy, education, ethnic matters,
the environment and so on. But so few women cannot
represent the whole country, and can hardly aspire to
leadership positions,” he said, adding that women should
demand their rights and call for respect for their value and

dignity.
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Members of the Thai blind orchestra perform during a concert at the Thai Elephants Research and Conservation Fund

in Thailand’s Khao Yai National Park on January 31. Photo: AFP/Nicolas Asfouri

Blind children defy
Dad karma' to play
n Thai orchestra

EFTLY feeling their way
along the bumps of the
braille score, the young
players of Thailand’s
first blind orchestra
memorise scales, defying both their
impairment and ingrained negative
attitudes toward disability.

It is rehearsal time just hours
ahead of a concert at an open-air
auditorium in a national park,
and about 30 fledgling classical
musicians enthusiastically strum,
pluck and bow instruments they
have held but never seen.

“At first it was really hard for
me ... I wanted to stop,” said Joe,

a 14-year-old budding cellist who
picked up the instrument nine
months ago.

“But when I realised that others
could do it, I gave it another try,” he
said, smiling broadly.

Official figures show that
Thailand is home to 1.8 million
disabled people - of whom about
180,000 are blind - in a population
of more than 64 million.

Yet campaigners say state
provision for disabled people is
poor, compounding a widely held
Buddhist belief in karma that, in
the minds of many, links physical
impairments with the supposed
“misdeeds” of a past life.

The Thai Blind Orchestra, made
up of players aged between eight
and 15 years, offers a rare positive
platform for disabled Thais.

The orchestra, which uses
donated instruments, was brought
together by a professional classical
musician whose day job is looking
after elephants in the Khao Yai
National Park in northeastern
Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

The seeds of the idea were
planted when the blind students
met their soon-to-be maestro,
Alongkot Chukaew, at his
conservation classes in the park.

Teaching with the help of
audible aids, including his guitar,
the 43-year-old Alongkot noticed

that music caught the attention of
the children.

He asked his music teachers
to play different instruments and
encouraged the youngsters to follow
the sound they liked best.

As their affinity with their
chosen instrument mushroomed,
Alongkot introduced a braille
system for the students to learn to
read classical music.

Shown one-on-one how to
position their fingers on their
instruments, the children then
memorise the notes and the correct
placement to make the right
sounds.

“It was hard because they cannot
see the demonstration of where to
put their fingers or hold the bows,”
AlongKot said. “But it was fun.”

“Some people might not like
their performance, but the kids
are happy and have fun with it,” he
said, adding they are not looking to
compete.

Attitudes toward disability
across Southeast Asia are often
shaped by a sense of karmic destiny.

The same philosophy that
encourages people to do good
deeds so they may be rewarded
on reincarnation also leads people
to believe that the disabled suffer
their impediments because of their
actions in a past life.

It is something that holds back
progressive policies and leaves
many of the region’s disabled in
poverty or hidden at home by
ashamed families.

“Disabled people are the poorest
of the poor;,” explained Suporntum
Mongkolsawadi, a Thai double-
amputee from childhood who now
campaigns for improved rights.

“The belief in karma makes
disabled people think they should
just surrender and accept their
fate,” added the 48-year-old, who
heads the Redemptorist Foundation
for People with Disabilities.

Activists say other countries
in the region such as Malaysia,

Singapore and the Philippines
tend to have a better track record
of rolling out disability aids and
policies.

Suporntum blames Thailand’s
lag on years of political instability
and short-lived governments for
hampering policy changes to
transport, education and health.

While the law codifies equality,
in practice life remains at best
complex for many disabled Thais.

Most public transport lacks
wheelchair access, few state offices
have ramps, and there are no braille
signs and few voice signals.

Jobs are also sparse while social
opprobrium runs high.

But Suporntum sees some
reasons for hope, saying the ruling
Thai junta is well placed to drive
change after it vowed to make
society more inclusive and include
rights for all in its reform agenda.

In January, a Bangkok court
ordered that lifts be installed at
19 more stations of the capital’s
elevated skytrain service within a
year - up from four currently - an
issue Suporntum has campaigned
on for eight years.

But for real change to take
place, Thailand must first shed its
preconceptions about disability,
said Rosalina Alexander McKay, an
activist from the Rainbow Room
Foundation in Bangkok.

“You don’t have to change
the belief system but you have
to change your ways of looking
at things,” said McKay, who has
a seven-year-old daughter with
Down’s syndrome.

As sighted volunteers prepare to
lead the orchestra to their seats and
their instruments on the open-air
stage, cellist Joe said he refuses to
be held back by received notions of
karma.

“I cannot see but I have good
ears ... That is my gift in music,”
he said. “When we lose one thing,
there will always be a substitute.”

- AFP

The Global GosSip.

This week, in ninjas
Japanese officials are
enlisting one of the
country’s best-known
historical figures - the
ninja, martial-arts
master and stealth
agent of feudal times —
to encourage tourism.

Governors
and mayors from
prefectures around
the country traded
their usual bland suits
for ninja costumes on
March 8 to announce
the launch of the “ninja
council”.

It sees local authorities forming an alliance with tourism agencies to thrust
ninjas - usually known for their ability to become nearly invisible - into the
spotlight.

Ninjas are a “subject that always comes up whenever we go abroad
to promote tourism”, said Hiroshi Mizohata, former head of the transport
ministry’s Japan Tourism Agency.

The not-so-stealthy move comes as local governments turn to tourism as a
promising economic growth driver ahead of the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo.

“Through ninja, we want to revive our communities,” said Eikei Suzuki,
governor of Mie prefecture, known for the “Iga” school of ninja.

The power of the ninja: Japan’s “ninja council” will
help to kick up tourism. Photo: AFP/Yoshikazu Tsuno

ROME

Cheese makerskickup a
stink

Parmesan makers cried foul last
week over the huge scale on which
the famous Italian cheese is copied |
in the United States.

For the first time, the number
of wheels of cheeses made outside |
Italy in the style of the celebrated
Parmigiano Reggiano and
the similar Grana Padano
now exceeds production in
their Italian home regions, the
country’s biggest agriculture
group Coldiretti said.

Over 300,000 tonnes of what
Italians consider to be “fake”
versions of the famous cheeses were produced overseas - for the most part in the
United States - compared to 295,000 tonnes produced in Italy, Coldiretti said as
producers staged a demonstration over the issue in Bologna.

While the soft blue cheese Gorgonzola may be enjoying surging international
sales, the hard cheeses have suffered a drop in exports, damaging a sector already
struggling to recover from an earthquake which tore through the Emilia Romagna
region in 2012.

Producers “find themselves facing a situation more serious than the
earthquake which three years ago knocked over thousands of wheels and
destroyed warehouses,” Coldiretti said.

Exports of Parmesan to the United States dropped 10 percent last year, amid
reports of an increase in popularity of a kit which claims users can make the
cheese themselves at home in just two months.

Parmigiano Reggiano producers last year were forced to swallow a 20pc drop
in prices to US$8.11 per kilo over the year, while prices for consumers dipped just
4.0pc.

According to Coldiretti, one in four small producers of Parmesan have gone out
of business since 2007.

. .
An ltalian chef cuts up samples of
parmesan cheese to serve to visitors at
the annual “Foodex” food exhibition in

Tokyo on March 3. Photo: AFP/Yoshikazu
Tsuno

SYDNEY

And finally, in condom news...
An Australian broadcaster on March
5 revealed how it discourages staff
from having babies and taking
maternity leave - a big jar of condoms
atwork.

A senior executive in Perth for
Southern Cross Austereo, which
runs the radio station that became
embroiled in a British royal fake call
scandal in 2012, said a third of her
100 staff were on maternity leave or
covering for someone who was.

“We do have a big jar of condoms
atwork,” Linda Wayman, who is boss
of the broadcaster’s two Perth stations
Mix 94.9 and Hit 929, told a conference
on recruitment and culture.

“I'm not lying, I'm not
exaggerating,” she added, according
to the conference organisers
Mumbrella, a marketing and media
website.

“I do encourage people regularly
to have sex with condoms. That is a
big area of focus for me, encouraging
people to have sex with condoms.”

Wayman also revealed she
runs an “Angelina Jolie award”, in
recognition of the child-adopting
actress, to reward employees who
have flourished in more senior
roles made available by women on
maternity leave.

Disney’s “Cinderella” to be released
in theaters on March 13, stars
Grumpy the Cat, seen here posing
on his arrival at the film’s premiere
in Hollywood, California, on March 1.
Photo: AFP/Frederic J Brown
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Seeing red
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Olympia Le Tan

Red looks set to be the new black next season, as seen all over the runways
at the 2015-2016 fall season fashion shows in Paris this month. John
Galliano’s show saw models draped in floor-sweeping pillar-box-red
creations, while his koi-karp print dresses were injected with flashes of
scarlet. If you're not ready for head-to-toe sequins a la Nina Ricci’s collection,
try accessorising with bright accents, as seen in the Olympia Le Tan show.

Nina Ricci

Galliano
Galliano

Photos: AFP

MAN

BARCELONA

DRESS

k42,900

MANGO.COM

YANGON, BLAZON DEPARTMENT STORE, TAW WIN CENTER




24 the pulse

THE MYANMAR TIMES MARCH 10, 2015

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45
PG 708 Daily 156:20 17:15
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15
PG 704 Daily 18:35 20:30
Y5237 Daily 19:00 20:50
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45
YANGON TO DON MUEANG
Flights Days Dep Ar
DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25
FD 258 Daily 21:30 2315
DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55
YANGON TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 231 Daily 8.00 12:25
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20
MI'533 246 13:35 20:50
8M 233 56,7 14:40 19:05
MI519 Daily 16:40 2115
3K 584 235 19:30  00:05+1
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 501 123,56 7:30 11:30
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20
YANGON TO BEIJING
Flights Days Dep Ar
CA 906 357 23:50  0550+1
YANGON TO GUANGZHOU
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 711 247 8:40 13:15
(CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55
(CZ 3056 15 17:40 22:10
YANGON TO TAIPEI
Flights Days Dep Ar
Cl 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10
YANGON TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep Ar
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55
MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50
MU 2032 124567 1450 18:15
YANGON TO HANOI
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 956 13567 19:10 21:25
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 942 247 14:25 17:05
YANGON TO DOHA
Flights Days Dep Ar
QR919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40
YANGON TO SEOUL
Flights Days Dep Ar
02770 47 0:50 8:50
KE 472 Daily 23:55  (07:45+1
YANGON TO HONG KONG
Flights Days Dep Ar
KA 251 Daily 1:10 5:25
YANGON TO TOKYO
Flights Days Dep Ar
NH 914 Daily 2210 06:45+1
YANGON TO DHAKA
Flights Days Dep Ar
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00
BG 061 B 19:45 21:00
YANGON TO INCHEON
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 724 1,356 12:50 14:45
W9 607 47 14:30 16:20
8M 7702 Daily 23:55  (07:45+1
YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
Flights Days Dep Ar
Y5251 24,6 6:15 8:05
7Y 305 15 11:00 12:50
W9 607 47 14:30 16:20
YANGON TO GAYA
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 601 1356 10:30 11:50
MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 710 Daily 1415 16:40
MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep Ar
MI 533 2,46 1545 20:50
Y5 2233 124,56 7:50 14:15
MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG
Flights Days Dep Ar
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15
MANDALAY TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40
NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 722 12345 19:45 22:45

BANGKOKTO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
Y5238 Daily 21:30 22:20
8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
PG 703 Daily 17:00 17:50
TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30
DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
DD 4230 Daily 6:30 715
FD 251 Daily 715 8:00
FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55
DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15
SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y52234 Daily 7:20 8:50
SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
MI533 2,46 11:30 12:45
8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI518 Daily 14:20 15:45
3K583 2815 17:20 18:50
8M 234 56,7 20:10 21:35
KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
AK 504 Daily 6:55 8.00
MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12356 12:30 13:30
MH 742 Daily [18:65) 15:05
AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25
BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
CA 905 357 19:30 22:50
GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
(CZ 3055 36 8:35 10:35
(CZ 3055 15 14:40 16:40
8M 712 247 14:15 15:50
TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
Cl7915 Daily 7:00 9:50
KUNMING TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2011 & 8:25 11:50
CA415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2031 124567 13:30 14.00

HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar

VN 957 13,56,7 16:40 18:10
HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 943 247 11:45 13:25
DOHATO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
QR918 357 19:45  0459+1
SEQOULTO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
02769 36 19:30 23:40
HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
KA 252 2,46 22:20 00:15+1
KA 250 1357 21:50 23:45
TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15
DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 060 ) 16:30 18:45
INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 723 1,356 11:00 11:55
W9 608 47 17:20 18:10
8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30
CHIANG MAITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
Y5252 2,46 9:25 10:15
7Y 306 15 13:45 14:35
W9 608 47 17:20 18:10
GAYATO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 602 1,356 12:50 16:00
BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25
SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30
MI533 24,6 11:30 14:50
DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20
KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50
BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 721 12345 17:15 19:15

International Airlines

Air Asia (FD)
Tel: 09254049991-3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265, Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122)
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 37083639 (ext: 303)

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Airline Codes

3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

Cl = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice
Day 4 = Thursday
1 = Monday 5 = Friday
2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday

PARIS

Tourists shap a selfie in front of the Louvre in Paris. Photo: AFP/Dominique Faget

The war on
selfie sticks

Museums in Paris are moving toward a ban on
selfie sticks, concerned that pole-wielding visitors

could damage artwork

AD news for selfie-stick
lovers. Museums in Paris,
the most visited city in the
world, are moving toward
banning the popular
devices because of the hazard they
pose for crowds and artworks.

Inside the famed Palace of
Versailles just outside the French
capital, guards are telling visitors to
put away the telescoping rods that
allow users to take a smartphone
picture of themselves at a distance. A
formal rule change will soon prohibit
the poles outright.

The management of the Louvre -
the world’s most visited museum - is
watching with increasing wariness
the burgeoning use of the selfie
sticks being waved around within
centimetres of priceless paintings.

There’s no ban there yet, but
“their use must respect the rules,”
which include not pointing objects
at the paintings or sculptures, a
spokesperson said.

The Pompidou Centre, which
houses modern art exhibitions, is
“heading towards a ban but the
decision has not yet been made”, its
management said.

Already several other big museums
in the world have this year started
banning the extending rods, including
the Smithsonian in Washington, the
MOMA in New York, and the National
Gallery of Australia in Canberra.

The measures were taken as use
of the cheap, telescoping rods, some
of which can extend to 1.5 metres (5
feet) in length, becomes a ubiquitous
and worldwide trend. It is not
unusual to see tour groups waving a
forest of the aluminium poles holding
smartphones aloft in some high-
density tourist sites.

In Paris, a ban on them inside
museums would have a significant
impact. The City of Light is a prime
destination for fans of culture
and history. Together the Louvre,
Versailles, the Pompidou Centre and
the Musee d’Orsay attract more than
20 million visitors per year.

Safety - for other visitors passing
by in often crowded spaces, and of
the fragile paintings, sculptures and
palace furnishings - is cited as the
reason for the move against the selfie
sticks.

Many tourists seem understanding
of the need for restrictions on the
poles.

“I think that in shared spaces,
outside like here, it is fine,” said
Juliana Lepoutre Garavini, a Brazilian
outside the Louvre. “But in the

museums I think it bothers people a
little”

Alyssa Pasqua, an American
visitor from Hawaii, said she uses
a selfie stick but would not mind a
ban inside museums - “because I
feel like sometimes these things are
dangerous ... You can hit someone
with it, because sometimes I'm
accidentally, like, ‘Oh my God!””

But Ezad Asri, a tourist from
Malaysia, insisted he wanted to be
able to maximise his precious time in
Paris’s museums.

“I want to take the picture of the
stuff inside the museum to take to
our country, to my country, Malaysia,
to show to my people what’s inside
the museum,” he said.

—

You can hit
someone with it
.. Sometimes
I'm accidentally,
like, 'Oh my
God!”

Alyssa Pasqua
Selfie stick user

For museum managers, finding a
balance between the understandable
desire of people to photograph their
visit - which also generates publicity
on social networks - and to ensure
safety and optimum foot-traffic flow
is difficult.

Paris’s Musee d’Orsay, for instance,
prohibits all photography inside.
Many other museums permit non-
flash snaps as long as no tripods or
monopods are used. Almost all refuse
entry with unwieldy objects such
as non-collapsible umbrellas, baby
carriages and bulky backpacks.

France’s culture ministry has
published a non-binding charter
that recognises that accommodating
shutterbug museum visitors is
“sometimes problematic” but makes
no mention of selfie sticks. - AFP
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO MANDALAY MANDALAY TO YANGON YANGON TO HEHO HEHO TO YANGON

Flight Days Dep Ar Flight Days Dep Armr Flight Days Dep Armr Flight Days Dep Ar 1 irls

Y5775 Daly 600 7:10 YHO10 Daly 740 945 YJ 891 Daly 600 850 YJ 811 3 855 10:05 Domestlc Alrlmes

YH 909 Daly 600 7:40 Y5233 Daly 750 900 K7 282 Daly 600 900 YJ 881 7 900 10:10

YHO17 Daly 610 830 YJ811 3 810 10:05 YHO17 Daly 610 935 YJ 891 Daly 905 10:15

YJ 891 Daly 600 805 YJ 891 Daly 820 10:15 YJ811 3 6:30 840 K7 283 Daly 915 11:30  |Air Bagan (W9)

YJ811 3 6:30  7:55 K7 283 Daly 825 11:30 YJ 881 7 6:30 845 YJ 881 1245 915 1025 | Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

K7 282 Daly 600 810 YHO18 Daly 830 1045 YJ 881 1245 645 900 W9 201 Daly 925 10:35

W9 201 Daly 700 825 W9 201 Daly 840 10:35 K7 242 Daly 700 915 K7 243 Daly 930 1145 _

YH 835 17 700 840 Y132 Daly 935 11:30 7Y 131 Daly 715 10:05 YHO18 Daly 935 1045 |AIrKBZIKT)

YH 831 46 700 840 K7 267 Daly 1020 12:25 K7 266 Daly 800 915 Y132 Daly 1020 11:30 | Tel: 372977-80,533030-39 (airport], 373766

7Y 131 Daly 715 920 YH 830 5 11:05  14:55 Y121 Daly 820 10:35 Y121 Daly 1050 1410 | (hotlinel. Fax: 372983

K7 266 Daly 800 10:05 YH 836 17 1320 1445 Y5649 Daly  10:30 1245 K7 267 Daly 1110 1225

8M 6603 4 %00 10:10 YH 832 46 1320 1445 YHE05 123456 10:30 11:55 YH506 123456 1155 1400 | AsianWings (YJ)

YJ751 5 1045 1450 vJ212 7 1500 16:25 YJ 751 37 1030 1140 YJ752 5 1420 [ 1630 | 1ol: 515261-264, 512140, 512473, 512640

Y211 57 1100 1225 vJ212 5 1500 17:05 YJ 751 5 1045 1155 YJ762 4 1550 17:00 | Fax: 532333, 516654

YJ 601 6 1:00 1225 YJ752 5 1505 16:30 YJ 761 124 1100 1210 YJ 762 12 1550 1800

YJ 201 1234 1100 1225 YHO12 2 1530 17:25 vJ233 6 11:00 1210 7Y 241 Daly 1555 18:45 o

YHO11 2 1100 1240 YJ 202 1234 1530 16:55 YH727 1 1115 12:40 YH732 123456 1555 1845 | Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)

YJ 761 124 1100 1255 YJ 762 4 1550 17:00 YH737 357 1115 12:40 K7 829 135 1610 1725 | Tel:09400446999, 09400447999

YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35 7Y 94 1246 11:45 1355 YH728 1 16:00 18:10 Fax: 8604051

YH729 246  11:00 14:00 YJ 762 12 1635 1800 K7 828 135 1230 1345 YJ 602 6 1625 17:35

YH 737 357 1115 1325 YH732 6 1640 18:05 K7 822 247 1230 1345 K7 264 Daly ~ 1630 1815 | Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)

YH727 1 115 1325 7Y 242 Daly 1640 1845 K7 264 Daly  14:30 1545 YH738 357 1640 1850 |1 .eeou0

W9 251 25 1130 1255 YH732 123457 1640 1845 7Y 241 Daly  14:30 1540 YJ752 87 1645 1786 | icioos ser020

7Y 941 1346 1145 1310 YH728 1 16:45 18:10 YH731 Daly  14:30 1555 W9 129 136 1655 19:10
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Associates treated as second-
class citizens, says Irish captain

IRELAND cricket captain William Por-
terfield insisted March 9 his side be-
longed among the world’s elite and said
he despised the tag of “Associate” which
virtually brands a host of teams as sec-
ond-class citizens.

Non-Test-playing Ireland are on
course for a World Cup quarter-final
place and can ensure a spot in the last
eight if they shock defending champi-
ons India on March 10.

They already have six points from
three wins and a defeat in Pool B, seeing
off Test sides West Indies and Zimbabwe
as well as the amateurs of the United
Arab Emirates.

Their only defeat so far was a 201-
run wake-up call against South Africa.

Victory over either India or Pakistan,
in their final group game in Adelaide on
March 15, will put them in the quarter-
finals with Pakistan or West Indies
heading home.

“I don’t like that tag of Associates,’
said Porterfield, whose team qualified
for the tournament as one of four non-
Test sides alongside Afghanistan, UAE
and Scotland.

“I don’t think teams should be asso-
ciated any differently, and putting those
tags on us.

“As far as I'm concerned, there is a
ranking system in place and that’s where
we're at,” added Porterfield, whose team
is ranked 11 in the world.

Non-Test teams, however, could
miss out on the 2019 World Cup with
the International Cricket Council
planning to reduce the number of par-
ticipating teams from 14 at the ongo-

ing event to just 10.

“Hopefully the ICC will take notice
and will start looking at the next World
Cup,” said Porterfield.

“Obviously, cutting teams in the
World Cup isn’t the way forward unless
that’s the vision for the game.

“If you want to progress your game
and grow the game of cricket, then cut-
ting teams in world competitions isn’t
the way forward.”

Regardless of his fears for future
tournaments, Porterfield is relishing
the tantalising prospect of making the
quarter-finals.

“Yeah, it’s a nice position to be in,”
he said. “We want to be in the quarter-
finals. We set ourselves this goal before
we came here but it doesn’t count for
anything if we don’t keep getting good
performances and good starts to the
game.”

Porterfield, whose team also made it
to the second round of the 2007 World
Cup in the Caribbean by shocking Paki-
stan, said they will not be paying India
too much respect.

“It’s like any other game. We've got-
ten into each game with two points up
for grabs, and tomorrow isn’t any differ-
ent. We've approached each game with
great clarity and great professionalism
and we've prepared very well.”

Porterfield relished the publicity his
team was generating back home.

“You speak to people who are back
home and the stories that you see com-
ing out are great, and that’s where
cricket is going in Ireland. So, hopefully,
yeah, we do make those quarter-finals

and keep pushing on as a country our-
selves.”

Andy Moles, coach of fellow Associ-
ate side Afghanistan, also supported the
expansion rather than retraction of op-
portunities for cricket’s so-called min-
nows. On March 9 he praised his side
for exceeding expectations at their first
World Cup but insisted on the need to
keep playing against top sides to main-
tain momentum and become a real
force in the game.

Afghanistan proved competitive in
their tournament debut, including post-
ing a win against Scotland, even though
the nation only contested their first one-
day international in 2009.

Moles said his players, many of
whom learned their cricket in refugee
camps, were passionate about showing
the world there was more to their coun-
try than war and unrest.

“These guys have got nothing really
compared with Full Member nations in
terms of rewards for playing the game,”
he told New Zealand’s Radio Sport.

Afghanistan had just three matches
against top-eight nations in the two
years leading up to the World Cup. In
contrast, New Zealand had 17 ODIs in
the five months before the event opened.

Moles said there was a new genera-
tion of players in Kabul, where cricket’s
popularity has soared in recent years.

“[But] if they’re going to be able to
hold their own against better sides then
they need to get exposure against those
better players ... so they don’t just get
exposed just at World Cup events,” he
said. - AFP

Mohammad Mahmudullah became

the first Bangladesh batsman to score a
World Cup century, inspiring the victory
that eliminated England from the World
Cup on March 9, at the Adelaide Oval.
Bangladesh became the most recent
nation to be elevated from Associate when
they acquired Test status in 2000.

DVOCATES of equality

in sport have praised the

move by World Rugby, the

international = governing

body of Rugby Union, to
sign a historic agreement with Inter-
national Gay Rugby, committing the
organisation to “educate and elimi-
nate homophobia in rugby.”

The agreement, signed at World
Rugby House in Dublin, was an-
nounced late last week in a press re-
lease from World Rugby and outlines a
commitment between the two organi-
sations to work together to educate
and eliminate homophobia in rugby.

Chair of World Rugby Bernard
Lapasset said, “Rugby is an inclusive
sport which has at its heart character-
building values of passion, integrity,
solidarity, respect and discipline. The
signing of this historic agreement un-
derscores our commitment to those
values and our strategic vision - a
game for all, true to its values.”

“The bold step by World Rugby to
commit to these shared purposes with
IGR reflects the character-building val-
ues that are important to us all in the
sport. Hopefully, other sporting govern-
ing bodies can look to World Rugby as a
role model and follow suit,” said chair of
International Gay Rugby Jeff Wilson, in
World Rugby’s press release.

“It is of interest that the lead
announcer of this agreement was
the mainstream organisation,” Marc
Naimark, a member of the organising
committee of Paris 2018 Gay Games
told The Myanmar Times on March 9.

“For many years rugby has proven
to be one of the most LGBT-friendly

World Rugby chair Bernard Lapasset (right) displays the agreement with International Gay Rugby chair Jeff Wilson (left).
Photo: World Rugby/Dan Sheridan/INPHO

sports, with organisations at the local,
regional, national, and international
level taking actions in favor of the
fight against homophobia in sport,”
added Naimark.

“Rugby has provided many great
allies, including outstanding players
like Ben Cohen and David Pocock ad-
vocating for LGBT inclusion.”

Underthetermsofthememorandum

of understanding signed by the two
organisations, World Rugby and IGR
have agreed to recognise and re-
spect “the right of any player, official
and spectator to be involved with
rugby without discrimination on the
grounds of sexual orientation or iden-
tification”, and “the common goal of
inclusion and the elimination of hom-
ophobia in rugby.”

The agreement also focuses on the
provision and use of educational tools
to work “with regional associations
and member unions to improve toler-
ance and acceptance of LGBT players
at all levels within rugby union”

“Were delighted to see this col-
laboration between World Rugby and
International Gay Rugby. What is par-
ticularly exciting about the agreement

World Rughy signs historic agreement
with International Gay Rughy

between the two international asso-
ciations is its emphasis on education,”
said Lou Englefield, director of Pride
Sports, an UK-based organisation for
LGBT sport.

“We believe effective culture
change to make LGBT people feel safe
and welcome, on the playing fields
and in changing rooms, can only be
achieved through education; by rais-
ing the awareness of all rugby’s stake-
holders from grassroots to the profes-
sional game, from junior to open age
rugby,” she added.

International Gay Rugby is also
a member of the Federation of Gay
Games and will be promoting rugby at
Paris 2018.

Naimark, a former board member
of the Federation of Gay Games, held
reserved optimism for World Rugby’s
position as a role model for other
sporting bodies.

“There is real potential for concrete
action in favour of inclusive sport here
[but] it should be noted that the coun-
tries that are the most visible in world
rugby are among the most progressive
countries in terms of LGBT rights and
inclusive sport.

“This stands as a counter example
to organisations like the Common-
wealth Games Association or the In-
ternational Olympic Committee, made
up of a majority of countries where
homophobia is endemic, and even of-
ficial government policy.

“The initiatives of the IOC under
Thomas Bach are exciting, and will
likely be effectively implemented at the
Olympics themselves, but it will be hard
for them to trickle down to national
sport organisations that can themselves
be vectors of homophobia locally”
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Elimination unthinkable for
out-of-form Real Madrid

UROPEAN champions Real

Madrid will expect to take

another step toward to be-

coming the first team in 25

years to retain the Champi-
ons League when they host Schalke on
March 10 holding a 2-0 lead from the
first leg of their last 16 tie.

Madrid have strung together
10 consecutive victories in Europe
stretching back to their successful run
to their 10th European Cup last sea-
son, but have found the going a lot
tougher domestically in 2015.

Los Blancos surrendered their lead
at the top of La Liga at the weekend
as they were beaten 1-0 at Athletic Bil-
bao, whilst Barcelona thrashed Rayo
Vallecano 6-1.

That was Madrid’s fourth defeat in
14 games this year with coach Carlo
Ancelotti admitting he was at a loss
to explain how his star-studded strike
force of Cristiano Ronaldo, Karim
Benzema and Gareth Bale has so sud-
denly gone off the boil.

“It seems strange to say Madrid
have a problem up front when we have
scored so many goals throughout the
season, but I think it is the truth,” said
the Italian on March 7.

However, captain Iker Casillas has
insisted that they won't suffer a hang-
over from their La Liga woes at the
Bernabeu.

‘This competition
is different. For
Madrid fans it
means everything’

Iker Casillas
Real Madrid Captain

B 1

Real Madrid’s Brazilian defender Marcelo sinks to his knees during Real Madrid’s

1-0 defeat to Athletic Club Bilbao on March 7. Photo: AFP/ Ander Gillenea

“This competition is different. For
Madrid fans it means everything,” he
told the club’s website.

Schalke were on the receiving end
on Real’s run towards the title at the
same stage of the competition last sea-
son in a 9-2 aggregate hammering.

And Casillas is adamant that An-
celotti’s men still have all the qualities
required to go all the way once more.

“We know that it will be very diffi-
cult but we will fight to achieve it. We
are ambitious and we have a mixture
of youth and experience so why not?

“Last year we played against teams
that had caused us problems in the
past and we were capable to play good
football and get to the final. We will
give everything to get to Berlin.

“We have the team to do it and we
hope to repeat the success of last year.”

Madrid will be boosted by the

return of Luka Modric after over four
months out with a torn thigh muscle.

Sergio Ramos also returned to
training on March 8 after a month on
the sidelines with a hamstring prob-
lem, but isn’t expected to be risked by
Ancelotti with a potentially decisive La
Liga clash with Barcelona just 10 days
away.

Schalke, meanwhile, enjoyed a far
more successful weekend as they reg-
istered a first win in five games with a
3-1 victory over Hoffenheim.

That result boosted the Royal Blues
chances of a return to the Champi-
ons League next season, but left-back
Christian Fuchs retains hope a famous
comeback at the Bernabeu.

“We travel now to Madrid in a posi-
tive frame of mind, no one will bet on
us, so maybe there is a chance for us,”
said the 28-year-old.- AFP

WINTER SPORTS

Speed skater Sven claims
record seventh world crown

DUTCH speed skater Sven Kramer
captured his seventh All-Around
world title on March 8, capping
his weekend with a triumph in the
10,000 metres.

Titles in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2012 and 2013 had already given the
two-time 5000m Olympic champion
the most All-Around world triumphs
in history.

He finished the four races of the
2015 championships on the Olympic
oval in Calgary with 146.509 points,
with Russia’s Denis Yuskov second
with 146.934 and Norway’s Sverre
Lunde Pedersen third on 147.182.

Kramer had led after the open-
ing day on March 7, when he won the
5000m and finished 10th in the 500m.

He benefitted from the early crash

in the 500m of compatriot and defend-
ing champion Koen Verweij.

On March 8, Kramer tied for
third in the 1500m before his closing
10,000m victory.

On the women’s side, Czech Marti-
na Sablikova added a third title to the
all-around crowns she earned in 2009
and 2010.

With wins in the 3000m and
5000m, Sablikova denied the Nether-
lands’ Ireen Wust a fifth-straight all-
around world title.

Sablikova finished with 157.717
points, while Wust, a double gold
medallist at the Sochi Olympics, was
second with 1:59.278.

Norway’s Ida Njatun, fastest in the
1500m on March 8, was third overall
with 159.795 points. - AFP

Jansrud secures super-G glohe

HOME favourite Kjetil Jansrud de-
lighted his hordes of fans in Kvitfjell,
Norway by storming to victory in the
World Cup super-G on March 8 to
claim the crystal globe for the season’s
best skier in the discipline.

Jansrud, who won super-G gold
and downhill bronze at last year’s
Sochi Winter Olympics, garnered 100
points for the win, putting him out of

reach of Italian Dominik Paris, who
could only finish fourth here, with
only the season finale in Meribel to
come.

The victory also helped Jansrud
close the gap on Austrian Marcel
Hirscher in the race for the overall
World Cup title, the Norwegian now
on 1,076pts behind Hirscher’s 1,128.

- AFP

Vonn victory sets

AMERICAN veteran Lindsey Vonn
slid to a win in the women’s World
Cup super-G in Garmisch on March
8 to ensure the race for the disci-
pline’s crystal globe with Austrian
arch-rival Anna Fenninger goes
down to the wire.

Vonn, who won super-G bronze

up season finale

at last month’s world champion-
ships, timed 1min 16.65sec down the
2.18km-long Kandahar piste in bril-
liant sunshine for her 65" World Cup
victory.

Slovenia’s Tina Maze was second,
at 0.20sec, while Fenninger came in
third (+0.36sec). - AFP

TENNIS

Longest matc

ARGENTINA'S Leonardo  Mayer
ground out the longest win in Davis
Cup history on March 8, to keep his
nation’s hopes alive in their derby
clash with Brazil while Switzerland’s
title defence ended with a whimper in
Liege.

In searing heat in Buenos Aires,
Mayer beat Brazil’s Joao Souza 7-6
(7/4), 7-6 (7/5), 5-7, 5-7, 15-13 in six
hours and 42 minutes, the second-
longest singles match on record.

Mayer needed 11 match points
to close out a first-round epic which
surpassed the previous Davis Cup re-
cord of six hours 22 minutes for John
McEnroe’s 1982 win over Mats Wilan-
der.

Mayer found the energy, somehow,
to bounce up and down in celebration,
but shortly afterwards he was treated
for dehydration.

The only longer recorded singles
match was the legendary 11-hour bat-
tle between John Isner and Nicolas
Mahut at Wimbledon in 2010.

But the marathon win only levelled
the tie at 2-2, and Argentina’s Federico
Delbonis was leading Thomaz Bellucci
6-3 when darkness stopped play in the
decisive fifth rubber.

“We both deserved the victory, to
me,” Souza said. “But one guy had to
lose the match. I just want to say con-
grats to him.”

In Liege, Switzerland’s title defence
proved short-lived as Belgium won 3-2
against a side missing Roger Federer
and Stan Wawrinka, who led them to
their first Davis Cup crown last year.

Henri Laaksonen forced a fifth rub-
ber for Switzerland with a hard-fought
6-3, 3-6, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5), 6-1 victory over
Steve Darcis.

But David Goffin, the world num-
ber 21, easily dispatched 321st-ranked
Adrien Bossel 6-4, 6-0, 6-4 in the deci-
sive match.

Belgium next play Canada, who
were also pushed to a fifth match in a
3-2 triumph over Japan.

World number four Kei Nishikori
did his part with a 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, 2-6,
6-4 victory over Canada’s world num-
ber six Milos Raonic in the marquee
match in Vancouver.

But Vasek Pospisil made short work
of Go Soeda 7-5, 6-3, 6-4 to put Canada
through as they seek to improve on
their best previous Davis Cup show-
ing, a run to the semi-finals in 2013.

Elsewhere, Andy Murray sealed
a quarter-final berth for Britain, and
Australia and Kazakhstan joined al-
ready qualified France and Serbia in
the last eight.

Murray, the world number five,
starred for Britain, claiming victory
with a 7-6 (7/4), 6-3, 7-6 (7/4) win over
US number one Isner in Glasgow.

It sealed the winning point in an
eventual 3-2 triumph and set up a fi-
nal eight meeting in July against last
year’s runners-up France, who lost
both meaningless reverse singles as
they polished off a 3-2 victory over
Germany in Frankfurt.

“It’s a big win,” said former Wim-
bledon champion Murray. “I was very
emotional the whole weekend.

in Davis Gup history

“To be in the quarter-finals for the
second consecutive year is incredible.”

Bob and Mike Bryan had Kkept the
United States in with a chance of a
dramatic fightback as they held off a
strong challenge from Jamie Murray
and Dom Inglot on March 7.

The tie ended 3-2 after James Ward
retired in the final dead rubber while
leading Donald Young.

In Ostrava, Bernard Tomic beat Lu-
kas Rosol in straight sets to lead Aus-
tralia past the Czech Republic and into
a quarter-final clash with Kazakhstan.

Tomic, the 22-year-old world num-
ber 38, saw off 29-year-old Rosol,
ranked 31, 7-6 (7/4), 6-3, 7-6 (7/5).

“I was playing confidently and con-
sistently and that was the key, I think,”
said Tomic. “I'm happy with the way I
did it today.”

Czech Jan Mertl beat Samuel Groth
6-3, 6-2 in a dead rubber to round off
the score.

It was the seventh time in eight Da-
vis Cup encounters that 28-time cham-
pions Australia have beaten the Czech
Republic.

They’ll take on a Kazakhstan team
that squeezed past Italy 3-2 in Astana.

Aleksandr Nedovyesov, 28, gained
the winning point, beating Fabio Fog-
nini 7-6 (7/5), 3-6, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5 after
Mikhail Kukushkin earlier beat An-
dreas Seppi 7-6 (10/8), 6-0, 6-4.

Serbia, who had advanced unbeat-
en on March 7, completed a 5-0 rout of
Croatia. The Novak Djokovic-led Serbs
now await the winner of Argentina
versus Brazil.

~ Argentina’s tennis player Leonardo
Mayer (left) celebrates with team
captain Daniel Organic Photo: AFP

ARGENTINA
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overning body shamed hy
Armstrong doping report

Independent commission questions UGl chiefs McQuaid and Verbruggen

N independent commission
on March 9 accused top
leaders of cycling’s world
body of protecting Lance
Armstrong despite mount-
ing signs that the now-disgraced Tour
de France winner was a doping cheat.

The commission also slammed mon-
ey and benefits used during elections for
the presidency of the International Cy-
cling Union (UCI) and called for major
changes in the way it is run.

The Cycling Independent Reform
Commission, led by Dick Marty, a Swiss
politician and former state prosecutor,
was set up following allegations that
Armstrong made cash donations to the
UCI in a bid to cover up doping failures.

Armstrong, who defeated cancer to
go on and win seven straight Tour de
France races from 1999 to 2005, was
stripped of his titles in 2012 and banned
from the sport for life. The fallen US
cycling hero, 43, now admits taking
banned substances.

The commission said it found no
links between donations amounting
to $125,000 he made to the UCI and a
cover up of his drug failures. The CIRC
gave a damning assessment however of
efforts by the UCI under past presidents
Hein Verbruggen and Pat McQuaid to
shield Armstrong from investigation.

“Numerous examples have been
identified showing that UCI leadership
‘defended’ or ‘protected’ Lance Arm-
strong and took decisions because they
were favourable to him. This was in cir-
cumstances where there was strong rea-
son to suspect him of doping,” said the
commission report.

The UCI “purposely limited the
scope” of one 2005 independent inves-
tigation into Armstrong.

“UCI exempted Lance Armstrong
from rules, failed to target test him de-
spite the suspicions, and publicly sup-
ported him against allegations of dop-
ing, even as late as 2012

The commission said “requesting
and accepting donations from Lance
Armstrong, given the suspicions, left
UCI open to criticism.”

In 1999, Armstrong was allowed to
provide a backdated doctor’s prescrip-

The allegations against Lance Armstrong

The US Anti-Doping Agency (USADA) published a report against Armstrong in 2012 that outlined
“the most sophisticated, professionalized and successful doping program that sport has ever seen,”
according to chief executive Travis Tygart

Drugs

Linked to allegations against
Armstrong and the US Postal
Service Pro Cycling Team
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tion “to avoid sanction” during the 1999
Tour de France when four out of 15 tests
taken showed banned corticosteroids.
When Armstrong made a come-
back in 2009, the UCI allowed him to
compete in the Tour Down Under in
Australia even though he had not been
available for testing for the previous six

months, as required.

The commission said it had infor-
mation that McQuaid “made a sudden
u-turn” to let Armstrong return 13 days
early, against the advice of UCI staff.

It added that there was “a tempo-
ral link between this decision” and
Armstrong’s move announced later the
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Make-up
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same day “to participate in the Tour of
Ireland” McQuaid’s brother was an or-
ganiser of the race.

The commission said Armstrong
was seen as the “perfect choice to lead
the sport’s renaissance” after the Festina
drug scandal on the Tour de France in
1998.

“The fact that he was American
opened up a new continent for the
sport, he had beaten cancer and the me-
dia quickly made him a global star”

The commission highlighted lapses
in cycling’s general anti-drug regime
including drug testers sometimes leak-
ing information about who would be the
target of tests.

It said there were “serious allega-
tions” that riders from one unnamed
country paid what was called an “anti-
doping tax” to avoid tests. The com-
mission said the the accusations were
received late in its mandate so had been
passed to the UCI for further investiga-
tion.

CIRC report

“The significant risk for cycling is
that the number of doping scandals and
damage to the sport’s reputation will
cause both existing sponsors to leave
the sport and deter new sponsors,” said
the report, highlighting the exit of Ra-
bobank, a Dutch bank, in 2012.

Neither Verbruggen nor McQuaid
made an immediate comment.

The report also highlighted how be-
fore the Irishman succeeded the veteran
Dutch sports baron in 2005, Verbruggen
offered McQuaid “paid work” at the UCI
for six months before the election.

McQuaid was also a paid consultant
to the 2004 Road World Championships
in Verona, Italy when he was president
of the UCI road racing commission.
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F1 drama moves from circuit to courtroom

ALLOWING Formula One driver Gie-
do van der Garde to start the Austral-
ian Grand Prix would be “reckless”
lawyers for Sauber Motorsports said
March 9 as the Dutchman launched
a legal bid to race this weekend.

Van der Garde claims he was
guaranteed one of two seats on the
Sauber team last year but bosses at
the Swiss outfit reneged on the deal
and instead handed them to Swede
Marcus Ericsson and rookie Brazil-

ian Felipe Nasr.

The Dutchman, a reserve driver
at Sauber last year, originally took
his case to a Swiss arbitration tri-
bunal which ordered Sauber to keep
him on the team, reports said.

On March 9 he sought to have the
Victorian Supreme Court enforce the
ruling in its jurisdiction just days
ahead of the opening practice ses-
sion for the first Formula One race
of the season.

In opening its defence, Sauber
lawyer Rodney Garratt said van der
Garde had not trained in the team’s
new car and had not gone through
the two-week custom seat-fitting
process.

He argued that allowing him in a
car he was not fitted for or trained in
would put other drivers and support
staff at an “unacceptable” risk and it
would be “reckless and dangerous”.

“Mr. van der Garde has no expe-

rience driving the ¢34 Ferrari and
would not have sufficient time to
learn,” Garratt told the court, Aus-
tralian Associated Press reported.

Van der Garde, Ericsson and Nasr
were all in court for the opening
statements with the hearing con-
tinuing. It is not clear when Justice
Clyde Croft will make a ruling.

The case is just one of a number
of off-circuit dramas that are play-
ing out in the final countdown to the

season-opening Australian Grand
Prix in Melbourne.

Fewer cars, teams and drivers will
start this year’s championship, one
of the sport’s stars Fernando Alonso
is mysteriously missing amid a spiral
of conspiracy theories, and, as finan-
cial constraints continue to eat into
its balance sheets, the global jug-
gernaut that mixes glamour, danger
and speed faces an uncertain future.
- AFP



