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Heartbeat of the nation

Deadly week for Tatmadaw
Kokang rebels inflict heavy losses on Myanmar’s armed forces as they join forces with the Ta’ang National Liberation 
Army and the Arakan Army in an attempt to recapture territory in northern Shan State that was lost in 2009. news 3

Putting pen  
to paper –  
and making 
history

WE live in an age in which history is 
being written. The 68th Union Day on 
February 12 ended on a historic note 
for Myanmar, as President U Thein 
Sein, along with his two vice presi-
dents and the speakers of both houses 
of parliament, signed the “Deed of 
Commitment for Peace and National 
Reconciliation”. 

The deed outlined the govern-
ment’s commitment to achieve lasting 
peace in Myanmar.

Other notable signatories included 
parliamentarians, Tatmadaw repre-
sentatives, Union ministers, ethnic 
affairs ministers and political party 
leaders. 

Most significantly, the Karen Na-
tional Union (KNU), the Karen Nation-
al Union/Karen National Liberation 
Army Peace Council (KNU/KNLAPC), 
the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army 
(DKBA) and the Restoration Council 
of Shan State (RCSS) signed the docu-
ment in the presence of the nation’s 
top leaders.

The signing was a milestone for 
Myanmar. In pledging to strive for 
lasting peace, signatories confirmed 
their commitment to “building a un-
ion based on democratic and federal 
principles in the spirit of Panglong 
and in accordance with the outcomes 
of political dialogue to ensure free-
dom, equality, justice and self-deter-
mination for all citizens”.

More on news 8

Aung Naing Oo
newsroom@mmtimes.com

OPINIONMyanmar 
honours its  

national hero
Thousands attend ceremonies around the 

country to mark the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of Bogyoke Aung San, with 

daughter Daw Aung San Suu Kyi leading a 
rally in his hometown of Natmauk.

More on news 4

National League for Democracy members pay their respects to Bogyoke Aung San at a statue in Yangon on February 13. Photo: AFP
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Romance is not dead
Between Union Day celebrations, 
Aung San’s centenary and keeping a 
lid on those pesky student protestors, 
last week was a big one for the police 
force. What many won’t realise is that 
they also had to contend with one of 
the more vice-heavy occasions in the 
calendar year: Valentine’s Day.

Valentine’s Day is a special day, 
where many hotels around the 
country will be fully booked (by the 
hour) by young couples looking to get 
horizontal somewhere other than the 
family home. One popular romantic 
by-the-hour spot outside of Mandalay 
has drawn complaints from residents 
of the area, who say the ground is 
always strewn with dommies after 
VDay.

According to a story from Eleven, 
it’s around this time of year that 
aphrodisiacs are in high demand, and 
police were prepared to carry out a 
sweep of illegal “stamina drugs”. It 
wasn’t just the usual pharmaceutical 
suspects like Viagra and Cialis in the 
fuzz’s line of sight this year, either.

One of these illegal libido-boosters 
the police have cracked down on is 
a chocolate, scintillatingly named 
“Spain”. This reportedly drives women 
wild, and the health authorities have 
some concern about the negative 
effect it might have on one’s kidneys. 
It’s imported from Thailand, and has 
been sold online via an aggressive 
Facebook advertising campaign 
that provides a phone number and 
promises prompt delivery in the 
Yangon area.

Its lusty packaging aside, the 
name “Spain” is quite possibly derived 
from another popular aphrodisiac, 
“Spanish Fly”.  Spanish Fly has faded 
from prominence in recent decades, 
but was the stuff of 80s movie 
punchlines about male characters 
spiking women’s drinks in order to 
get them randy. (Romantic or a bit 
rape-y? You decide.) The effects of 
Spanish Fly (unlike, perhaps, the 
chocolates) actually have some basis 
in reality, with the active ingredient 
cantharidin, secreted by meloid 
beetles, genuinely providing a 
long-lasting erection – albeit one so 
long-lasting it can sometimes become 
rather inconvenient and require 
medical attention, or result in death. 
Local media said police were also 
preparing to crack down on sales of 
Chinese bootleg Spanish Fly, and the 
emergency ward at Yangon Hospital 
was presumably ready to handle what 
or whoever came their way.

Page 2 Missed Connections: 
Valentine’s Day edition
I saw you at the French Institute. You’re 
a UK public school-educated NGO 
worker in a longyi with a slightly scruffy 
beard, who was pounding beers, 
chain-smoking cigarettes and using 
the terms ‘grassroots initiative’ and 
‘capacity development’ a lot, which I 
guess doesn’t really narrow it down.

I saw you staring dumbly at a map, 
just a block from the Secretariat which 
I think is what you were looking for. 
I saw you even though your urban 
safari outfi t gave you near-perfect 
camoufl age against that beige wall. 
I was too shy to point you in the right 
direction and judging by the Lonely 
Planet you held in your clammy 
fi ngers, I guess you’re probably only in 
town for a little while. If you’re reading 
this, I’ll be at Bar Boon at sunset.

You: harried 30-something brunette 
in tracksuit pants with no makeup. I 
saw you in CityMart buying things that 
lead me to conclude you’re defi nitely 
single and probably menstruating. I 
like chocolate, too. How many cats do 
you have?

Were you the silver fox I locked 
eyes with across the dance fl oor at 
Jay Jays? You were sitting in a booth, 
smacking your lips and looking 
lasciviously at the sea of people on the 
dance fl oor. I know you were probably 
there looking to spend a penny but I 
really felt we had a moment.

Are you the man who stared at me 
for a solid two hours while my friends 
and I enjoyed a meal on 19th Street? 
This isn’t a missed connection, per se: 
more something to let you know that 
was straight up creepy.

I met you in the IDP camp, where 
we had an animated discussion about 
who you’d vote for this time around. I 
guess that won’t be an issue for you 
now,but I’d still like to catch up. I’ll 
come to you, obviously.

In brief
In its last precious seconds of life, 
before being made into soup, pangolin 
ponders the bitter irony of being 
covered in natural armour and yet so 
vulnerable

Booming demand in the growing 
expat community leads Northern Shan 
militia to consider substituting opium 
crop with quinoa

Next week
Clashes in the Kokang may fi nally yield 
answer on the matter of whether or 
not the Wa helicopter fl eet is, indeed, 
purely decorative

Teambuilding lunch at US embassy 
made unnecessarily complicated when 
new employee orders in Tony Roma’s 
and everyone has to wait while it’s 
established whether or not eating the 
ribs would be a violation of sanctions

The Corrections
Many thanks to the loyal reader who 
sent a correction last week, when I 
wrote that the magazine cover in the 
Pansodan archives section was Golden 
Hammer when it was, in fact, Oh Wei. 
I’m not sure how you got my mobile 
number, but your keen eye is always 
appreciated.

THE INSIDER: The local lowdown & best of the web

“…necessary measures aimed at 
ensuring security, the rule of law and 
community peace and tranquility 
will be taken to prevent undesirable 
consequences from the entry of 
the boycott students’ columns into 
Yangon region”
Warning issued to students, 
Friday 13

“Beware of electric shock. If you are bitten by a snake, there is medicine: if 
you are electrocuted, there is no medicine.” Awareness poster, date unknown

Two men engaged in a rousing match 
of kaung u yaik bwe – a traditional 
Burmese pillow fight usually done on 
Independence Day and Union Day. It 
involves two men clinging to a pole 
with their legs, trying to beat each 
other off (of the pole) with a pillow.

Once was Burma ...
Archival material courtesy of 
Pansodan Gallery
First fl oor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township

“Beware of electric shock. If you are bitten by a snake, there is medicine: if 
There’s no aphrodisiac like...
Spain: Chocolate Fever
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TWO ethnic armed groups have 
helped remnant Kokang rebels 
launch attacks on the Tatmadaw in 
northern Shan State in an attempt 
to re-take territory near the Chinese 
border. Fighting over three days last 
week resulted in 120 Tatmadaw casu-
alties, the government revealed on 
February 12.

The Ta’ang National Liberation 
Army (TNLA) and the Arakan Army 
(AA) fought alongside the Myanmar 
National Democratic Alliance Army 
(MNDAA) to win back ground that the 
Kokang lost to the Tatmadaw in 2009.

Fighting flared on February 9 
when the Kokang soldiers attacked 
Myanmar military positions, state 
media reported. Calm had returned 
late on February 11, the government 
said, after 13 separate clashes.

On February 13, the newspaper re-
ported that the fighting had claimed 
the lives of 47 Tatmadaw soldiers, 
with another 73 wounded. In the 
past the government has rarely ac-
knowledged Tatmadaw losses in its 
battles against armed ethnic groups.

The fighting raised fresh ques-
tions about China’s role in ensuring 
peace in Shan State, as the MNDAA 
troops appeared to have regrouped 
in China after their 2009 defeat. 

In a pointed message to the Chi-
nese authorities, the state media re-
port highlighted the fact that “the Ko-
kang renegade groups were found to 
be good at military maneuvering with 
the use of scores of heavy weapons, in-
cluding anti-aircrafts machine guns”.

The report said the government 
had informed China of the incidents 
that occurred on the border, adding 
that the Shan State government had 
imposed a curfew in the area.

The Chinese embassy in Yan-
gon did not respond to requests for  
comment.

TNLA deputy communication 
officer Ta Pan Hla confirmed the 
group was helping the MNDAA rem-
nants regain territory near Laukkai  

township, in the Kokang Self-admin-
istered Zone.

“The area was once held by the 
Kokang group and we are helping 
them repossess it,” he told The My-
anmar Times.

In response to the Tatmadaw’s al-
legations that its opponents initiated 
the fighting, Ta Pan Hla said, “See 
first, shoot first. It is the rule of fight-
ing in the jungle.”

MNDAA secretary U Htun Myat 
Lin, said that the Tatmadaw used air-
craft to bomb Kokang outposts dur-
ing the fighting. He said airstrikes 
were continuing near Tar Shwe Htan 
village.

“On February 10, we were at-
tacked by military aircraft,” he said. 
“[The Tatmadaw] used two helicop-
ters and five MIG-29s.”

The Tatmadaw has confirmed 
its use of aircraft to bomb MNDAA  
positions. 

U Htun Myat Lin said he was un-
sure of the exact number of casual-
ties on the side of the ethnic groups, 
but at least 10 have been killed and 
18 injured. 

“There were no Chinese involved 
in the fighting. We were helped by 
our allies, the TNLA and Arakan 
Army, to confront the Myanmar 
army,” he said.

He also rejected reports that 
MNDAA soldiers had attacked gov-
ernment buildings in Laukkai and 
Yan Lone Kyine townships, including  

administrative offices, a police station 
and a prison department office.

A source who travelled from Lashio 
to Yangon on February 10 confirmed 
seeing Tatmadaw helicopters being 
reloaded with ammunition at Lashio 

airport in northern Shan State. An un-
marked passenger aircraft arrived at 
the airport and dropped off Tatmad-
aw officers who then boarded three  
helicopters.

Civilian passengers on the Yangon 

Airways flight were forced to wait in 
the airport terminal while the rearm-
ing took place, delaying the flight by 
about an hour.

The fighting comes following con-
flict between the military and eth-
nic armed groups in other parts of 
northern Shan and Kachin states. In 
January the Tatmadaw clashed with 
the Kachin Independence Army in 
Hpakant, while in early February the 
TNLA said the military launched air 
attacks against its positions.

On February 10, a Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesperson, Hua Chu-
nying, told a press conference that 
some Myanmar citizens had crossed 
the border into China to escape the 
fighting. She said the Chinese gov-
ernment considered them refugees 
and was providing assistance.

“[The] situation in Myanmar’s 
northern region has a direct impact 
on the stability of China-Myanmar 
border. We hope that the Myanmar 
government and MNDAA could cease 
fire and solve the problem through 
peaceful talks,” Ms Hua said.

Composed of more than 1000 
fighters, the MNDAA fled the area 
in 2009 in the wake of a Tatmadaw 
offensive prompted by reports of 
drug trafficking by Kokang lead-
ers. The offensive prompted more 
than 30,000 people to flee into  
China, and earned Myanmar a stern 
rebuke from Beijing.

The return of the MNDAA has 
caught many by surprise. However, 
last month Global Times, an English-
language mouthpiece of the govern-
ment of China, published an inter-
view with the group’s leader, Pheung 
Kya-shin, on its website, in which he 
outlined his desire to retake the lost 
territory.

In the interview, he said he had 
recruited about 1000 new soldiers 
since he left Kokang in 2009, and the 
recruits are attacking the Tatmadaw 
in alliance with the KIA and TNLA. 
His troops have killed more than 100 
government soldiers, he said.

The interview was deleted soon 
after publication.

The MNDAA said in a statement 
on February 9 that it will fight un-
til it gets peace, equality, tranquility, 
development and autonomy for the 
Kokang region.

News 3www.mmtimes.com News editor: Thomas Kean | tdkean@gmail.com

Ethnic allies join Kokang fight

Ye Mon Lun Min Mang

Tatmadaw helicopters are resupplied (left) and officers arrive on an unmarked aircraft (right) at Lashio airport in northern 
Shan State on February 10. Photo: Supplied

State media reports that 120 Tatmadaw soldiers were killed or injured in three days of heavy fighting in northern Shan State near China border 

United Nations looks to the past to break Rakhine deadlock

THE United Nations resident coor-
dinator in Myanmar has appointed a 
prominent historian to provide advice 
on UN activities in Rakhine State, in a 
move some say could backfire due to 
the way his research has in the past 

been used by Rakhine nationalists.
A UN spokesperson said Jacques 

Leider, an academic from Luxembourg 
who has been researching Rakhine 
State for 25 years, had been recently ap-
pointed by resident coordinator Renata 
Lok-Dessallien to improve understand-
ing of the dynamics in Rakhine State.

“For the UN to continue to work 

effectively for all the peoples in the 
Rakhine State, it is necessary to gain 
a thorough understanding of the con-
text in which it operates,” the spokes-
person said. 

“The United Nations therefore 
works in consultation with all knowl-
edgeable persons on Rakhine State 
in informing itself to this end. Mr  

Leider’s expertise has been sought by 
the Office of the Resident Coordinator 
in this regard.”

Mr Leider declined to comment 
when contacted by The Myanmar 
Times last week. One of his first duties 
in the new role was to hold a briefing 
for members of the Yangon diplomat-
ic community about the history of the 

Rakhine conflict on February 10. 
One diplomat who attended the 

briefing said Mr Leider emphasised 
the long history of diversity in Rakh-
ine State and described the current 
state of tensions as a relatively con-
temporary phenomenon.

Thomas Kean
tdkean@gmail.com

More on news 4

Fighting erupts on border with China
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Tatmadaw responds with 
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Tatmadaw casualties
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continued from news 3

While this could perhaps offer 
hope for reconciliation between 
the two communities, the diplo-
mat said that “from a realist point 
of view it’s quite difficult to see it 
happening because ... things have 
gone beyond rationality”.

“I must give the UN resident 
coordinator credit for trying a 
new way to approach the issue 
but ... the feeling among those 
who attended seemed to be that 
it would be difficult for this ap-
proach to have much impact.”

However, others have been 
less positive about the appoint-
ment, particularly because Mr 
Leider’s work is often used by 
anti-Rohingya nationalists to jus-
tify the denial of citizenship and 
other rights to Muslims.

Mr Leider argues that Muslims 
in Rakhine State have only adopt-
ed the Rohingya name since the 
1950s in order to advance claims 
that they are a culturally distinct 
and separate ethnic group.

“Rohingyas conflate the his-
tory of all Muslims in Rakhine’s 
past with their own condition in 
Myanmar today and they hold the 
belief that ‘Rohingyas’ have ex-
isted in Rakhine for many genera-
tions,” he wrote in a paper for the 
Myanmar Peace Center in 2013.

Matt Smith, executive director 
of Fortify Rights, said Mr Leider’s 
research was “famous in circles 
that have participated in deadly 
violence against Rohingya”. 

“I know this because I’ve had 
discussions about his positions 
with people who perpetrated vio-
lence in Sittwe in 2012,” he said.

Mr Smith said it was difficult 
to see the wisdom of hiring such a 
polarising figure, and questioned 
the timing so shortly after Rakh-
ine political leaders had declared 
they would no longer coordinate 
with the UN. “Advancing a nar-
rative that discounts Rohingya 
ethnicity claims would not only 
be unwise, but would further 
entrench the situation. It doesn’t 
strike me as clever,” he said.

However, a number of peo-
ple spoke highly of Mr Leider’s 
knowledge and understanding of 
Rakhine State.

“I have formed the highest 
opinion of his intellectual integri-
ty and historical knowledge,” said 
one regular writer on Rakhine is-
sues, who asked not to be named. 
“I welcome his appointment, be-
cause he knows the facts, so far as 
they are known.”

Chris Lewa of the Arakan 
Project described Mr Leider as 
“a well-known, balanced and re-
spected scholar”. 

“He challenges some of the 
historical myths propagated by 
both sides in Arakan,” she said. 
“More academics like him are 
needed to conduct unbiased and 
fact-based research.”

Daw Suu leads Natmauk rally 
honouring Bogyoke Aung San
DAW Aung San Suu Kyi addressed a 
crowd of thousands on February 13 in 
the biggest celebrations in memory 
honouring her father, independence 
hero Bogyoke Aung San.

In scenes reminiscent of her trium-
phant election campaign three years 
ago, the National League for Democ-
racy leader addressed a huge crowd 
in her father’s birthplace, with many 
supporters waving her party flag or 
portraits of Bogyoke Aung San as an 
earnest young revolutionary in a mili-
tary cap.

“If we want to inherit from my fa-
ther, we have to build a real democratic 
nation,” said an emotional Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi, adding that his “sincerity” 
had ensured his legacy endured.

Known affectionately as “Bogyoke”, 
or General, Aung San is adored in My-
anmar and credited with unshackling 
the country from colonial rule and em-
bracing its ethnic minorities in a vision 
of unity that unravelled catastrophical-
ly in the military-dominated decades 
that followed his assassination.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was just 
two at the time of his death in 1947.

The rally marking the centenary of 
Bogyoke Aung San’s birth in Magwe 
Region’s Natmauk – a remote town 
nestled in the dusty plains of central 
Myanmar – is the centrepiece of coun-
trywide celebrations that are far more 
extensive than previous years.

People camped out overnight to see 
“the Lady”, as Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is 
known, many sleeping on the ground 
in the local pagoda, on roadsides or in 
their cars in the farming town.

The celebrations come as Myanmar 
awaits a breakthrough general elec-
tion later this year seen as a crucial 
test of the country’s emergence from 
military rule.

Images of Bogyoke Aung San have 
been deeply entwined with the politi-
cal rise of his Nobel laureate daughter 
since her release from house arrest 
more than four years ago.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi frequently 
referenced her family link while cam-
paigning for the 2012 by-election that 
swept her into parliament for the first 
time.

“Being the daughter of Bogyoke 
Aung San is one of the reasons that 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has reached 
the position she is in today. It’s not 
the only reason, but it is one of them,” 
party spokesperson U Nyan Win said.

U Nyan Win said that with a poll 
date yet to be announced, the party is 
not yet in election mode.

“It’s logical for politicians to try 
to draw some kind of support or 
inspiration from what [Aung San] 
did,” said Trevor Wilson, an aca-
demic at Australian National Uni-
versity and former ambassador to 
Myanmar.

But he said no single party had 
“exclusive rights” to the former leader, 
who is also seen as the father of the 
country’s powerful army.

Key figures from the ruling party 
and government have been keen to 
show that they share the public adora-
tion of Aung San.

“The general is our general. He is 
our country’s leader ... Because I am 
a retired soldier, I respect him more,” 

Minister for Immigration U Khin Yi 
said in Nay Pyi Taw on February 12.

Born in 1915 under British colo-
nial rule, Bogyoke Aung San became 
leader of nationalist fighters in what 
was then Burma, joining the Japanese 
in their 1942 invasion of the country 
during World War II.

Unhappy with the new occupying 
force, he later switched allegiance to 
the Allies, helping the British to return 
in 1945.

The 1947 Panglong Agreement – a 
deal with ethnic groups and the Brit-
ish that paved the way for independ-
ence and promised political autono-
my for minority groups – is seen as 
one of Bogyoke Aung San’s crowning 
achievements.

But he was killed a few months 
later, gunned down in a murky as-
sassination plot, and soon after 
independence in 1948 the country 
became entangled in a series of long-
running civil wars.

Myanmar’s quasi-civilian regime, 
which took power in 2011 after dec-
ades of military rule, has put ending 
those conflicts at the heart of its re-
form drive.

But their hopes to sign a compre-
hensive ceasefire have been under-
mined by a recent uptick in fighting 
with a multitude of rebel groups, par-
ticularly in the northern Kachin and 
Shan states. – AFP

‘The general is our 
general ... Because I 
am a retired soldier, 
I respect him more.’

U Khin Yi 
Minister for Immigration

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech during a ceremony to mark the 100th anniversary of the birth of her father, 
independence hero Bogyoke Aung San, in Natmauk on February 13. Photo: AFP
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Fresh tension, injuries  
at Letpadaung mine

MORE than 10 villagers have been in-
jured in a confrontation with police 
near the Letpadaung copper mine on 
February 11, residents have reported.

U Aung Gyi from Se Tae village 
said four villagers were injured after 
being hit by objects fired at them by 
police using slingshots. 

He said the clashes occurred on 
February 10 and 11 when the villagers 
obstructed efforts to fence off their 
lands for a planned US$1 billion ex-
pansion at the Sagaing Region mine. 
Villagers fired objects back at police 
with slingshots but these were de-
flected away with shields.

“The injured people don’t dare 
go to the hospital because they are 
afraid the government and police will 
arrest them,” he said.

Ma Mar Shwe, a resident of Se 
Tae, said “dozens” of bulldozers had 
been digging up the confiscated fields 
since February 10. “The police are 

hiding behind the loose soil piled up 
near the bulldozers,” she said.

Police Major Nay Tun from the Sa-
gaing Region government disputed U 
Aung Gyi’s account, saying there had 
been “no clashes yet” between police 
and residents.

“[The company] is finishing fenc-
ing the areas that were not finished 

due to the previous conflict so we are 
providing security,” he said.

He refused to say how many po-
lice had been posted to the area but 
residents said there were almost 
1000.

In December, one woman was 
killed when police fired on villagers 
who had been protesting against the 
fencing of their land by staff from the 
mine operator, Chinese firm Wanbao. 
Nine villagers were also injured in 
the incident, together with a number 
of police.

Following the clashes, Salingyi 
township police issued arrest war-
rants for 17 residents of Mo Gyo Pyin, 
Se Tae and Tone village for allegedly 
destroying company property and in-
citing violence. 

Daw Khin San Hlaing, a National 
League for Democracy representative 
for nearby Pale and a member of La-
padaung Investigation Commission, 
said confrontation over the mine was 
inevitable because the authorities 
had neglected the residents. 

“The Sagaing Region government 
has a responsibility to resolve these 
problems but so far there had been 
no decisive action from them,” she 
said.

EITI civil society 
board members rap 
govt over mine death

CIVIL society members of the Ex-
tractive Industries Transparency 
Initiative’s International Board 
have slammed the government over 
the death of a protester at the Let-
padaung copper mine in December, 
as well as subsequent charges filed 
against civil society leaders.

Daw Khin Win was killed on De-
cember 22 when police opened fire 
on residents protesting against the 
fencing of land confiscated for an ex-
pansion of the China-backed mine. A 
number of civil society activists have 
since been arrested for allegedly 
staging illegal protests and defaming 
the state.

The 10 civil society members of 
the International Board said urgent 
action was needed to “ensure that 
the opportunity for effective reform 
is not undermined by the limitations 
on civil society expression and op-
eration displayed in the Letpadaung 
case”.

They called on Myanmar’s Multi-
Stakeholder Group – a body compris-
ing representatives of the govern-
ment, private sector and civil society 
– to take steps to ensure “that civil 
society has the freedom to operate 
and speak freely on transparency 
and natural resource governance is-
sues, in line with the requirements 
of the EITI”. 

“The combination of physical vio-
lence at Letpadaung and subsequent 
legal charges could lead to self-cen-
sorship by civil society representa-
tives for fear of possible retribution 
if they engage in public debate or 
raise concerns over natural re-
source sector opacity or mismanage-
ment,” they said in the February 11  
statement.

They recommended that donors 
supporting Myanmar’s EITI applica-
tion provide assistance for a review 
that would lead to an action plan 
aimed at ensuring the civil society 
environment is up to EITI stand-
ards, while the government review 
laws that restrict civil society space. 
The EITI International Board should 
monitor progress toward these tar-
gets, they said.

“Unfortunately, the Letpadaung 
case is an extreme, but not isolated, 
example of restrictions on and re-
prisals against civil society members 
attempting to express views on is-
sues of natural resource governance.”

A representative for the EITI Sec-
retariat did not respond to requests 

for comment by deadline.
In December, Myanmar-based civil 

society groups accused the govern-
ment of breaching its EITI commit-
ments as a result of the clashes at 
Letpadaung, which also left nine dem-
onstrators injured.

The Myanmar Alliance for Trans-
parency and Accountability said its 
members would submit the case to 
the EITI Board, which is considering 
the government’s applications for 
membership to the initiative.

In a statement on December 24, 
MATA said the government had vio-
lated its promise to guarantee free-
dom of speech on natural resource-
related issues. Articles in state-run 
media blaming the protesters for the 
violence before an investigation had 
been conducted also breached the 
EITI code of conduct, said MATA, 
which was formed earlier this year to 
coordinate civil society involvement 
in the EITI process.

For its part, the government has 
accused civil society activists of stok-
ing violence at Letpadaung.

Following the December clashes, 
the Letpadaung Report Implementa-
tion Committee said in a January 6 
report that activists were to blame 
for inciting violence “behind the  
curtain”.

“We have already charged those 
who are trying to stimulate the con-
flict,” U Tin Myint, secretary of the 
implementing committee, told re-
porters at the President’s Office.

Myanmar announced its inten-
tion to join EITI in 2012 and was ac-
cepted as a candidate country in July 
2014. To become EITI compliant, 
Myanmar must convince the EITI 
Board that it has met seven criteria 
by January 2017, including one on 
civil society participation.

Police take cover behind mounds of freshly dug soil at contested land near the Letpadaung mine. Photo: Supplied

Wa Lone
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This man was allegedly hit by an 
object fired by a police officer using 
a slingshot. Photo: Supplied

Thomas Kean
tdkean@gmail.com

‘The combination 
of physical violence 
at Letpadaung and 
subsequent legal 
charges could lead 
to self-censorship by 
civil society.’

EITI Board civil society members

LETPADAUNG



News 7www.mmtimes.com

Muse police reject home  
affairs minister’s comments

A SENIOR member of a government 
team investigating the deaths of 
two Kachin women in January has 
disputed comments by the Minis-
ter for Home Affairs, in which he 
said two villagers were suspected of  
involvement.

Two female volunteer teachers, 
Maran Lu Ra, 20, and Tangbau Hk-
wan Nan Tsin, 21, were raped and 
killed in Khaung Kar village, in 
northern Shan State’s Muse town-
ship, on January 19.

“The villagers are not respon-
sible,” said the police major, who 
asked not to be named. “We will re-
lease all information after the inves-
tigation process is complete.”

The naked bodies of the two 
women were found on January 20 
with stab wounds and head inju-
ries after villagers reported hearing 
screams in the night. Their deaths 
provoked outrage, particularly 
among ethnic Kachin, with tens of 
thousands lining the streets of Myit-
kyina for a funeral service.

Civil society groups have alleged 

that Tatmadaw soldiers from the 
503rd Light Infantry Regiment, who 
just days earlier had set up camp in 
the village, were responsible.

The government formed a com-
mission shortly after the bod-
ies were found to investigate the 
deaths. The commission comprises 
a police officer, a local administra-
tor, a Kachin Baptist Convention 
official and a representative of the 
local Mone Paw militia.

But Minister for Home Affairs 
Lieutenant General Ko Ko told state 
broadcaster MRTV on February 7 
that two Khaung Kar residents were 
thought to be involved.

He said the two suspects had 
fled into territory controlled by the 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
before they could be interviewed.

However, the police major said 
this was incorrect, and the inves-
tigation commission has finished 
interviewing all residents and sol-
diers from the 503rd Light Infantry  
Regiment.

“I don’t understand the minis-
ter’s answer. We are not yet willing 
to rule out anyone, whether they are 
residents or soldiers. I don’t know 
why he said it,” the police major 
said. 

The Tatmadaw is conducting its 
own investigation and is interrogat-
ing soldiers from the light infantry 

regiment. On January 29, the mili-
tary published a statement in its 
Myawady newspaper saying it was 
“unlikely” any government troops 
were involved, without providing 
any further information. 

It also warned that those who ac-
cuse its members of being responsi-
ble for the killings would face legal 
action.

Lt Gen Ko Ko also told the state 
broadcaster that the ministry had 

asked “a religious organisation” to 
help retrieve the two men from KIA 
territory.

While he did not name the or-
ganisation, he appeared to be refer-
ring to the Kachin Baptist Conven-
tion, for whom the two women were 
volunteering when they were killed.

KBC secretary Reverend Samson 
Hkalam said his group had received 
no such request.

“The two villagers have not run 
away – they are living in the village 
and they have been interviewed by 
the commission,” he said, adding 
that the KBC is the only religious 
organisation working in Khaung 
Kar. 

As The Myanmar Times reported 
last week, the KBC has formed its 
own investigation team in an effort 
to ensure those responsible for the 
rape and murder of the women are 
brought to justice. The KBC said the 
committee, which was formed on 
February 5, would support the gov-
ernment’s own investigation. 

The KBC team met the investiga-
tion commission in Muse township 
on February 10, Reverend Samson 
Hkalam said.

“The commission told us they 
have evidence concerning the case 
… [that they] will release soon. They 
also said they don’t understand 
what the Union minister is saying.”

Ye Mon

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

POLITICAL parties and electoral NGOs 
will meet this week with the Union 
Election Commission to discuss the 
codes of conduct that will govern their 
activities during the campaign.

UEC official U Hla Maung Cho 
said the February 16-17 meeting, at 
the Parkroyal Hotel in Yangon, would 
also discuss the current state of voter 
registration.

The UEC asked civil society organi-
sations involved in electoral prepara-
tions to comment on draft codes of 
conduct and accreditation application 
rules and forms last December, giving 
a January 15 deadline.

U Hla Maung Cho said a working 
group would focus on the draft code of 
conduct for political parties contesting 
the general election, which is scheduled 
for late October or early November.

U Khin Maung Swe, a member of 
the working group representing the Na-
tional Democratic Force, said his party 
had proposed its own draft of code of 
conduct. “The legal and research com-
mittees of our party have drawn up a 
30-page code of conduct that we’ve al-
ready submitted to the UEC for consid-
eration,” he said.

Daw Zin Mar Oo, general secretary 
of Myanmar Networks for Free and 
Fair Election, an electoral civil society 
organisation, said her group would dis-
cuss comments and suggestions sent to 
the UEC last month. – Lun Min Mang

UEC to 
meet civil 
society, 
parties

A woman places white ribbons 
on a wall at a makeshift memorial 
in Yangon on January 23 for two 
murdered Kachin teachers. Photo: AFP

Police major says no Khaung Kar residents have fled to KIA territory after death of two Kachin teachers
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Ethnic armed groups call for  
stronger federal system pledge

ETHNIC groups remain unconvinced 
by the apparent commitment made by 
the government on Union Day in fa-
vour of establishing a federal system. 
They say this does not constitute a 
guarantee of the system they seek.

The government’s statement, 
signed on February 12, commits it to 
“safeguard[ing] sovereignty, unity and 
territorial integrity on the basis of the 
peace process, and [building] a Union 
based on democratic and federal prin-
ciples in the spirit of Panglong and in 
accordance with the outcomes of polit-
ical dialogue to ensure freedom, equal-
ity, justice and self-determination for 
all citizens”.

The commitment was signed by all 
members of the government, including 
President U Thein Sein and the two vice-
presidents, as well as the two speakers of 
parliament, the head of the Union Elec-
tion Commission, three representatives 
of the military, 55 political parties, and 
29 regional ministers for national ethnic 
affairs. While 13 armed ethnic groups 
attended the ceremony, only four, in-
cluding the Karen National Union and 
Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan 

State Army-South, signed the document.
U Hla Maung Shwe, a senior offi-

cial from the Myanmar Peace Center, 
said the other ethnic groups did not 
reject the document. “They said they 
will reply as to whether they will sign 
it after discussing it with their lead-
ers,” he said.

While fellow MPC senior official U 
Min Zaw Oo described the agreement 
as a first in Myanmar history, some 
ethnic groups say  it is not enough.

Naing Han Thar, deputy leader 
of the United Nationalities Federal 
Council, an umbrella organisation for 
nine ethnic armed groups, said that 
the promise to build a federal union 
based on the outcome of the political 
dialogue was “not a certain guarantee”. 

Naing Han Thar is also head of the 
Nationwide Ceasefire Coordination 
Team, which is negotiating a ceasefire 
on behalf of 16 ethnic armed groups.

“We welcomed the government’s 
recognition of ethnic equality, justice 
and self-determination,” he said.

“But we want a guarantee from the 
government for the outline picture 
of a federal union. Although we pro-
posed to sign a political commitment 
for that, we consider the government 
statement unchanged from its original 
stance.”

In a letter to the president on Janu-
ary 18, the UNFC proposed to sign a 
political commitment prior to the 
nationwide ceasefire agreement. The 

government’s negotiation team and 
the UNFC exchanged proposals on 
the commitment at their February 5-6 
meeting in Chiang Mai.

“The UNFC was trying to build on 
the president’s speech that said politi-
cal agreement on a federal union had 
been reached,” said Naing Han Thar.

A UNFC statement of February 11 

proposed a federal structure based on 
the country’s ethnic groupings. “The 
two parties agree to establish a genu-
ine federal union based on ‘national 
states’ having full guarantees for de-
mocracy, national equality and self-de-
termination rights. In accordance with 
the said agreement, the two parties 
firmly vow to endeavour and contin-
ue to realise the nationwide ceasefire 
agreement,” said the UNFC proposal.

“Some say the existing state struc-
ture is already federal. We worry that 
the political dialogue could approve 
that structure. We want to avoid that. 
The state structure should be based on 
nationalities, and should take into ac-
count the multiethnic nature of places 
such as Ayeyarwady Region. We want 
a guarantee [before the political dia-
logue],” Naing Han Thar said.

The 2008 constitution establishes 
14 states and regions, of which seven 
states are based on major ethnic mi-
nority groups, plus five self-adminis-
trative zones for another five medium-
sized ethnic groups. The seven regions 
are areas dominated by ethnic Bamar, 
but some also have sizeable minority 
populations.

While the negotiations for the na-
tional ceasefire agreement, which will 
open the way for a more general po-
litical dialogue, and those for a federal 
structure are closely linked, divisions 
have appeared among some ethnic 
groups and their armed forces. But 
the executive committee members of 
the UNFC are generally more senior 
to the members of the NCCT, which is 
engaged in the ceasefire talks.

General N’Ban La, the chair of the 
Kachin Independence Organisation, 
is currently leading the UNFC. The 
KIO declined to attend the Union 
Day celebrations. 

– Additional reporting by 
Ei Ei Toe Lwin

Sandar 
Lwin

sdlsandar@gmail.com

‘We want a 
guarantee from the 
government for the 
outline picture of a 
federal union.’

Naing Han Thar 
Ethnic negotiator

continued from news 1

While President U Thein Sein has spo-
ken of his commitment to “democratic 
federalism” in public addresses, he has 
now put pen to paper in the presence 
of all stakeholders and the media.

But the road to the signing was 
long and arduous. It happened against 
a backdrop of fierce fighting in north-
ern Shan State in which the Tatmadaw 
sustained many casualties.

Indeed, there are many uncertain-
ties in Myanmar’s peace process. The 
situation – both the good and the bad 
– fluctuates regularly, as do the moods 
and perceptions of the stakeholders. 

In a pre-meeting on February 11, all 
13 ethnic armed groups who came to 
attend the official Union Day dinner 
hosted by the president pledged their 
support to the Commitment for Peace. 
However, they were not ready to sign 
because they needed approval from 
their respective organisations. 

The final draft was worked on un-
til the very end, leaving some groups 
with very little time to get the requi-
site mandate. There were also mis-
understandings: Some stakeholders 
thought it was an agreement instead 
of viewing it as a pledge. 

The day before the signing, Minis-
ter for the President’s Office U Aung 
Min paid a visit to both houses of 
the parliament to seek their support, 
which he happily received. He also 
met the president to seek his approval. 
At the same time, he had to seek buy-
in from the Tatmadaw.

Despite his calm demeanour and 
patience, the government’s chief ne-
gotiator was visibly concerned in the 
morning of Union Day. He had done 
all he could and worked tirelessly. De-
spite this, it was unclear who would 
sign the commitment. If a significant 
number of stakeholders did not sign, 
the hard work would have gone to 
waste.

We at the Myanmar Peace Center 
conferred with the KNU on the pos-
sibility of obtaining ethnic armed 
groups’ support before we left for the 
meeting. I was not optimistic and felt 
the nervous energy all around me. De-
spite that, quiet negotiations went on 
all morning.

But we had good vibes when we 
saw the president walk into the meet-
ing room followed by the two vice 
presidents and two speakers.

The president spoke on the reasons 
for the commitment; how the idea of 
a pledge originated from the ethnic 
armed groups; how the plan to sign 
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement 
(NCA) on Union Day was not feasible 
due to unfinished and negotiations: 
and why it was necessary for leaders 
on all sides to be bold in order to al-
lay public concerns about the peace 
process. 

Several ethnic armed group leaders 
spoke. Three ethnic affairs ministers 
pledged their support on behalf of 
their brethren. So did several leaders 
of the political parties. 

The most notable remark was 
made by KNU leader General Mutu 
Say Poe, who said, “For over 60 years 
we have fought bravely in battles to 
annihilate each other but that brav-
ery was meaningless. Now it is time 
to make peace together and sign the 
pledge bravely.” 

Along with the KNU, the RCSS-
SSA was the most responsible for 
making the signing event possible. 
Without their commitment and tire-
less shuttle diplomacy among the key 
ethnic armed groups, the commit-
ment would not have been possible. 
The KNU in particular has travelled 
incessantly in recent weeks, speak-
ing to various ethnic armed groups 

to convince them of the need to sign 
the pledge. They also sent a copy of 
the draft to the Kachin Independ-
ence Organisation for its leaders to 
peruse. 

KNU leaders will not end their ef-
forts here. They will continue seek ap-
proval of the Commitment for Peace 
from Kayin people across the nation. 
This is an example we should all fol-
low, because it can be signed by any-
one or any organisation. In the end it 
should become a clarion call for citi-
zens of Myanmar to build a peaceful 
nation together.

The good news of the signing went 
far and wide. On the day, Vijay Nambiar, 
the UN special adviser to the secretary-
general on Myanmar, issued a state-
ment in support of the commitment, 
in which he said, “President U Then 
Sein’s declared commitment will further 
strengthen the reform process in My-
anmar and create a conducive environ-
ment for the continuing efforts to reach 
a Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement.”

The signing of the Deed of Commit-
ment for Peace and National Reconcil-
iation indicates the unwavering com-
mitment of all key stakeholders in the 
Myanmar peace process. It has also 
successfully maintained the momen-
tum. It will contribute enormously to 
the next round of nationwide ceasefire 
talks, which are scheduled for later 
this month.

The road to peace has been long 
and arduous. But the signing of the 
Commitment for Peace should ease 
the process now that the president 
has inked an unyielding commit-
ment to end armed conflict, and in its 
place establish peace, democracy and  
federalism.

Aung Naing Oo is associate director 
of the Peace Dialogue Program at the 
Myanmar Peace Center.

Putting pen to paper – and making history 

President U Thein Sein delivers a speech during a meeting with armed ethnic 
groups and other peace stakeholders in Nay Pyi Taw on February 12. Photo: AFP

Ethnic leaders welcome other areas of peace pledge, including right to equality and self-determination
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Speaker invokes spirit of Aung San

BOGYOKE Aung San’s democratic 
goals cannot be achieved without 
national solidarity and national 
reconciliation, Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann said at 
a ceremony last week.

Speaking on February 11, two 
days before the 100th anniversary of 
the birth of the independence hero, 
Thura U Shwe Mann said it was es-
sential all three branches of govern-
ment focus on reconciliation. 

“The main tasks of Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw are legislating and ensur-
ing controls or checks and balances 
among the legislature, executive and 

judiciary. Our MPs often debate in 
parliament focusing on national sol-
idarity and national reconciliation 
toward peace. Without national soli-
darity and national reconciliation 
we can’t follow the policy of Bogyoke 
Aung San and we can’t achieve his 
goal even as we share his spirit,” 
Thura U Shwe Mann said at a cer-
emony in Nay Pyi Taw’s Thabin Hall.

He said the parliament had also 
embraced Bogyoke Aung San’s idea 
of putting aside political ideology, 
race and regionalism to work to-
gether in the interests of the country.

Some MPs, he said, still believe 
that bias based on party member-
ship, race or geographical origin 
was reasonable. “But we have to  

cooperate in everything in order to 
benefit the country and its people,” 
said Thura U Shwe Mann. “If we 
all work together, we will inevita-
bly reach our goal of a peaceful and 
modern developed nation.”

U Khin Aung Myint, speaker of 
Amyotha Hluttaw, urged those pre-
sent to emulate the spirit with which 
Bogyoke Aung San approached the 
task of gaining independence.

“Trying to attain independence 
was our duty in the time of Bogyoke, 
and he successfully accomplished 
his duty,” U Khin Aung Myint said. 
“We have to fulfil our duty of pro-
gressing toward democracy, in order 
to be his good children.” 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Visitors look at pictures of Bogyoke Aung San inside parliament in Nay Pyi Taw on February 11. Photo: AFP

Courts to add 
press officers

JOURNALISTS have reacted sceptically 
to the announcement that press officers 
would be appointed to provide them 
with information on court proceedings 
“for ethical use”. The announcement 
was made last week in Nay Pyi Taw by 
Union Supreme Court Chief Justice U 
Tun Tun Oo, as reported in state-owned 
media.

“Information officers are [being] 
assigned at the Supreme Court of the 
Union and region and state high courts 
for the release of information to the 
media [in accordance with ethics],” the 
article said.

However, reporters say it is not clear 
how information will be obtained from 
these officers.

Ko Thiha Lwin, a senior reporter in 
Pyay, Bago Region, who works for Myit-
makha Media, said it was very difficult 
to get information from the courts.

“Administrative and municipal 
offices are easier to access than the 
courts. Even hospitals give us informa-
tion if requested. Courts never answer 
media queries,” he said.

U Kyaw Min Swe, secretary of the 
Myanmar Press Council (Interim), said 
he had never heard of such a system. 

“Some courts can hear cases in public, 
in the presence of citizens and report-
ers. Reporters have the right to ask 
questions of court personnel and judg-
es,” he said. 

“But judges are not required to an-
swer, and journalists cannot take pho-
tos or record the proceedings.”

Section 3(b) of the Union Judicial 
Law calls on judges to operate with an 
open court unless otherwise prohibited 
by law.

But reporters following a court case 
generally rely on participating lawyers, 
especially defence lawyers. “We write 
stories about court decisions mostly 
based on what we are told by the law-
yers,” Ko Thiha Lwin said.

Last November, the Union Supreme 
Court released a three-year strategic 
plan to improve the courts’ efficiency. 
Objectives included training judges 
and court staff on media relations skills 
and initiating public information ser-
vices in courts at different levels.

U Kyaw Min Swe said a space 
should be set aside in every court for 
journalists covering proceedings. “Re-
porters should be allowed to access 
court information,” including records 
and judgements, he said.

U Thein Nyunt, a member of Pyithu 
Hluttaw, offered a cautious welcome to 
the announcement.

“The release of information must 
be fair and honest. The proper func-
tioning of the courts requires people’s 
trust,” he said.

Lun Min 
Mang

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

pyae thet phyo
pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com
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Jack hits man while changing tyre
A man has been killed after being hit 
in the head by a flying car jack. U Kyaw 
Win, 45, was changing a tyre on his 
wood truck near Tabuehla Dam in Ok-
kan township on February 7 when the 
jack came off, striking him on the head. 
He was taken to Taikkyi Hospital but 
later died from his injuries.

Man commits suicide
near Botahtaung Pagoda
A 20-year-old man has died after 
drinking bleach following a fight with 
his girlfriend, in what police believe 
was a suicide. The man was found 
unconscious in a toilet near Botah-
taung Pagoda on February 7. He was 
sent to Eastern District Hospital but 
later died.

Police said the man was living at 
Kyar Taw Ya Monastery in Bahan town-
ship. His girlfriend was working in a 
tailoring shop at Botahtaung Pagoda.

Deadly end to factory prank
Police say a man who presented dead 
on arrival at Insein Hospital on Febru-
ary 8 was killed in a workplace prank. 
The man, 25, was shot in the anus by a 
colleague, 19, with a 0.4-inch air pres-
sure hose while working in a factory at 
Danyingone. The 19-year-old man has 
been charged with causing death by 
negligence.

Men charged after gas
leak starts fire
Two men are being treated in Darpane 
Hospital for burns sustained in a fire 
started by a gas leak. The pair were 
allegedly trying to use the gas to run a 
water pump when the fire started on 
February 9 in Sartalin village, Hlegu 
township. It was eventually extin-
guished by neighbours. The two men 
have been charged with negligent con-
duct with respect to fire or combustible 
matter.

End of the line for taxi driver
A male taxi driver has been charged 
after colliding with a train in Ahlone 
township. U Khin Maung Maung Oo, 
53, allegedly hit the RBE 30.01 train in 
his Toyota Caldina on February 9. The 
train sustained about K50,000 damage, 
police said. – Toe Wai Aung, translation 
by Khant Lin Oo

Crime in BRIEF

NATIONAL League for Democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi met student 
leaders at her Nay Pyi Taw house last 
week to discuss their concerns over the 
National Education Law, students told 
The Myanmar Times last week. The 
meeting followed the government’s 
agreement to reengage with the stu-
dents, who are demanding changes to 
the National Education Law.

“She asked us what she could do to 
help,” said student representative Ko 
Paing Ye Thu.

The NLD leader has called for ne-
gotiations to resolve the impasse be-
tween the two sides.

While the students have previously 
been vocal in their criticism of the 
NLD for its perceived lack of support 
for their cause, they would not give 
further details about what the two 
sides discussed last week.

It is unclear whether the talks 
touched on the dismissal from the 
NLD Central Executive Committee of 
U Thein Lwin, who is also a leader of 
the National Network for Education 
Reform (NNER). The dismissal caused 
some disquiet among the students, as 
he had been assisting their negotia-
tions with the government.

The All Burma Federation of Stu-
dent Unions was not invited to the 
meeting. – Mratt Kyaw Thu

Govt orders students to stop 
march ahead of final meeting

THE government warned on Febru-
ary 13 it would not allow student 
protesters to enter Yangon over the 
weekend, as negotiators on both sides 
prepared for another round of talks.

The government made the an-
nouncement through state broad-
caster MRTV. It said government 
negotiators have already reached 
agreement with student leaders on 
their demands and as per the agree-
ment protesters should refrain from 
entering Yangon. Those who try will 
be stopped by the authorities, it said.

It came as negotiating teams from 
the government, parliament, civil so-
ciety and students prepared to meet 
in Yangon on February 14 for final 
talks on a draft amendment to the 
National Education Law.

At a marathon 10.5-hour meeting 
at the Yangon Region Government 
Office on February 11, the government 
agreed to all of the students’ demands 

and promised to submit the amend-
ment bill to parliament when it re-
sumes on February 16.

The breakthrough came after My-
anmar Peace Center representatives, 
including Minister for the President’s 
Office U Aung Min, were replaced 
by other government officials at the 
talks. Fellow Minister for the Presi-
dent’s Office U Hla Tun took his place, 
while the meeting was moderated by 
U Kyaw Thu and U Aung Tun Thet.

The student demands include nine 

“pre-conditions” – ranging from re-
spect for student and teacher unions 
to a pledge not to arrest protesting 
students – and 11 “facts” to be includ-
ed in the bill. 

These include the right to estab-
lish teacher and student unions, to re-
duce central control over educational 
institutions, to reform the university 
entrance system, to spend 20 percent 
of the national budget on education 
and to enable minorities to use their 
languages in classrooms.

The budget requirement was 
among the last of the demands to be 
agreed to at the meeting.

The agreement marked a major 
concession from the government, and 
highlights its concern at the growing 
unrest over the education law.

While their demands were met, 
students said last week they would 
continue marching on Yangon un-
til the law had been amended in  
parliament.

Student representatives travelled 
to different cities and met protesters 
on February 12 and 13 to explain the 
agreement. They also sought feedback 
for the February 14 talks.

But the threat of further unrest 
remains. Student leader Ko Zayar 
Lwin told The Myanmar Times after 
the February 11 meeting that the tra-
jectory of the protests “depends on 
whether parliament can approve an 
amendment bill with our 11 facts”.

Union Solidarity and Development 
Party MP U Thein Swe said he was op-
timistic the students would accept the 
outcome.

“Although we had some difficul-
ties” reaching agreement on February 
11, he said, “I think that we can imple-
ment the bill in parliament.”

Mratt 
Kyaw Thu

mrattkthu@gmail.com

Student leaders speak to the media in Mawlamyine on February 10. Photo: Bo Toe

Daw Suu 
discusses 
education
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Ministers break ground  
on new Mawlamyine bridge

CONSTRUCTION has begun on a 
1500-metre bridge across the Than-
lwin River that will link the island of 
Belu Kyun with mainland Myanmar 
for the first time.

To be built at an estimated cost of 
US$60 million, the bridge is likely to 
be finished in about 30 months, ac-
cording to engineers on the project.

A groundbreaking ceremony for 
the Belugyun-Thanlwin Bridge in 
Mon State was held at Mupun jetty 
in Mawlamyine on February 8, with 
Mon State Chief Minister U Ohn My-
int and Union Minister for Construc-
tion U Kyaw Lwin in attendance.

When connected the 1586m (5203-
foot) bridge will link Mupun jetty in 
Mawlamyine with Ka-nyaw village on 
Belu Kyun, which is in Chaungzon 
township. The jetty is about 3.2 kilo-
metres (2 miles) south of downtown 
Mawlamyine.

“The frame and materials for the 
bridge will be constructed under a 
Japan-Myanmar joint venture,” said 
superintending engineer U Tint Lwin 
of Public Works.

He added that K4 billion has al-
ready been allocated for the bridge 

and another K300 million for the ap-
proach structure.

While U Kyaw Lwin declined to 
give the total cost of the project, Dep-
uty Minister for Construction U Win 
Myint recently told the Pyithu Hlut-
taw it was likely to be more than K60 
billion.

The bridge project has been wel-
comed by Belu Kyun residents, who 
currently have to take a boat to reach 

the mainland. The journey typically 
takes 10 minutes in a sampan and 
costs K200.

Less pleased are the sampan driv-
ers, whose livelihoods are now very 
much in doubt.

“Our business is currently good 
but I am sure I will face difficulties af-
ter the bridge opens,” said U Ba Htwe, 
who has run a small boat between 
Mawlamyine and Belu Kyun for more 

than 30 years. “I can’t do any other 
work.” 

According to the 2014 census, 
there are 78 villages Chaungzon town-
ship, which encompasses Belu Kyun, 
with a population of about 120,000. 
The township has few cars due to the 
lack of a road connection to the main-
land, and is also not connected to the 
national electricity grid. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

AN Upper House MP has called on 
the government to stop all projects in 
Nay Pyi Taw. U Myat Nyarna Soe told 
the Amyotha Hluttaw on February 10 
that money invested in Nay Pyi Taw’s 
“giant road network” and other infra-
structure was being wasted.

“It’s just uncontrolled urban devel-
opment. How many people are using 
these roads? In Nay Pyi Taw, there are 
roads that often do not have a single car 
or motorcycle. This aggressive develop-
ment should stop,” he said, adding that 
it had also fuelled conflict over land.

He said the paltry number of visi-
tors to the capital showed that it was 
not a tourist destination, while indus-
try was also unviable because it was 
too far from a major port.

“Nay Pyi Taw is neither a commer-
cial city nor a manufacturing [centre]. 
It’s just an administrative capital.”

He made the comments after U 
Kan Chun, a member of Nay Pyi Taw 
Council, told parliament that some 
infrastructure projects in Nay Pyi Taw 
have not been completed. 

Nay Pyi Taw Council has requested 
a budget of K71 billion for the coming 
financial year, while Nay Pyi Taw De-
velopment Committee has requested 
K51 billion.

The government has never revealed 
how much it spent on the development 
of Nay Pyi Taw, which was officially an-
nounced as the capital in 2006. 

– Pyae Thet Phyo

Mon State’s minister 
for finance and revenue 
performs a ceremony at 
the groundbreaking for 

the Belu Kyun-Thanlwin 
Bridge on February 8. 

Photo: Naw Say Phaw Waa
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spending
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Ministry 
processing 
first batch 
of PR 
applicants
Sandar Lwin
sdlsandar@gmail.com

IMMIGRATION officials have 
begun to process the first 
batch of applications for per-
manent residency. While an 
office set up in downtown Yan-
gon has temporarily stopped 
answering enquiries or hand-
ing out application forms, they 
insist the process has not been 
suspended and an online ver-
sion of the application is still 
available. 

Sixty applications – includ-
ing 34 from former citizens 
– were received from January 
29 to December 5, officials said 
last week. 

Since December 29, 446 
people, including 236 former 
citizens, have taken a hard-
copy of the application form 
from an office on Yangon’s 37th 
Street that has been set up to 
assist prospective applicants.

The scheme, which was first 
announced last November, 
has been criticised for appear-
ing to impose restrictions on 
the political activity of those 
granted PR status. Those who 
have received refugee status or 
political asylum are also ineli-
gible for the program.

The program is open to 
both former Myanmar citizens, 
who receive a 50 percent dis-
count on the annual fee, as 
well as other foreigners.

Applicants must pay a 
US$500 non-refundable appli-
cation fee, as well as a $1000 
annual fee. Those accepted 
are eligible for PR status for 
five years. After five years for-
mer citizens can reapply for  
citizenship.

“The application process is 
still open and we are accepting 
forms in hard copy. Applicants 
can download online forms 
free from the ministry’s web-
site,” said immigration official 
U Aung Zaw Moe.

An officer from the 37th 
Street office said staff have 
stopped providing assistance 
to prospective applicants while 
they examine the first batch. 

They will resume services at 
an as-yet-unannounced date, 
he said.

“We just want to focus on 
scrutinising the applications 
we have received. There are no 
other reasons. It is not because 
of a shortage of staff,” he said.

Eligible applicants will be 
interviewed by the central PR 
committee before receiving fi-
nal approval.

Safety concerns prompt retest of all bus drivers 

THE Road Transport Administra-
tion Department plans to retest all 
bus drivers, an official confirmed last 
week. The plan has been welcomed by 
some in the industry, who say many li-
censed bus drivers should never have 
been allowed behind the wheel be-
cause they lacked experience.

Drivers will now be required to sit 
both a practical exam and a comput-
erised test of their theoretical knowl-
edge. The system was introduced for 
bus drivers – who hold what is known 
as a nga licence, after the fifth conso-
nant in the Myanmar alphabet – on 
February 5, said RTAD official Daw 
Swe Swe Nyunt.

The resets were introduced in re-
sponse to widespread concerns that 
many bus drivers have not received 
proper training, and are a potential 

safety risk for passengers and other 
road users.

RTAD officials have also been ac-
cused of corruption, as drivers have 
been able to get licences through bro-
kers without ever sitting a test. 

RTAD district chief U Kyaw Aye 
Lwin acknowledged these concerns 
and insisted the new system would be 
strictly enforced.

“In the past people criticised us 
and said we had failed to properly 
test drivers and were under the influ-
ence of brokers,” he said. “We do not 
want this image. That’s why we have 
changed the system so it meets inter-
national standards and all drivers are 
tested carefully. The licensing process 
will be carried out promptly and ac-
cording to the rules.” 

U Myo Win, the head of the super-
visory committee for highway buses, 
said the RTAD had introduced tough-
er theoretical tests after the Yar Zar 

Min crash in May 2014, when 14 peo-
ple were killed after a bus plunged off 
a bridge on the Nay Pyi Taw highway. 

“Now RTAD is introducing more 
stringent practical tests and we will 
apply them soon to all highway ex-
press bus drivers,” U Myo Win said, 

adding that he welcomed the change. 
Only those who have held a nor-

mal car licence, known as a kha li-
cence, for at least five years can apply 
for a nga licence, which enables the 
holder to drive all vehicle types, in-
cluding buses and trucks.

The policy is designed to ensure 
they have years of experience behind 
the wheel before taking charge of a 
bus. However, U Hla Aung, chair of 
the Yangon Region Supervisory Com-
mittee for Motor Vehicles, said many 
bus drivers who held the licence have 
never had proper training.

“Many bus drivers, when they pass 
the test, they have only ever driven 
forwards, backwards and maybe a 
couple of times to the petrol station. 
That’s all they’ve done, so we can’t say 
they were qualified,” he said.

The computerised theoretical test 
was introduced by RTAD on January 
5 to combat cheating on written tests.

Aye Nyein Win 
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com

‘In the past people 
criticised us and 
said we had failed to 
properly test drivers 
and were under the 
influence of brokers.’

U Kyaw Aye Lwin 
Road Transport Administration Dept

Parties call for dialogue over 
education, white-card protests

TEN allied political parties have 
called on those protesting against the 
National Education Law and parlia-
ment’s decision on white-card holders 
to resolve their grievances through 
negotiation and dialogue. 

Representatives of the parties said 
at a press conference in Yangon on 
February 9 that while they sympa-
thised with protesters on both issues 
they were concerned that their dem-
onstrations could be used as a pretext 
for cancelling this year’s election and 
possibly re-establishing military rule.

U Aye Kyaing, head of the Rakh-
ine State National Force Party, said it 
was important the government and 
protesting students resumed negotia-
tions to break the deadlock over the 
education law. 

“I am worried about returning to 
military rule because of these con-
flicts,” he said.

After protesting against the educa-
tion law in November, students began 
marching from Mandalay to Yangon 
to protest on January 20, following 
the passing of a 60-day deadline to 
introduce changes to the legislation.

After a brief pause at the end of 
January, they resumed their march 
on February 3 after the government 
postponed planned negotiations.

Meanwhile, the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw’s decision the previous day to 
give holders of temporary IDs, known 
as white cards, the right to vote in a 
planned constitutional referendum 
has sparked a week of protests in  

Rakhine State.
While parliament had originally 

agreed not to give white-card holders 
a vote, the bill was amended at the 
suggestion of President U Thein Sein. 
His proposal received overwhelming 
support from Union Solidarity and 
Development Party representatives 
and military MPs.

The 10 parties said in a statement 
that they disagreed with the decision 
because the constitution states that 

only citizens be allowed to vote.
On the education law, they said 

the students were too aggressive and 
had not shown enough respect during 
negotiations.

“I agree with the student protest-
ers but they have to consider national 
security and the peace process,” said 
U Thein Kyi, deputy leader of the 
Union National Political Alliance 
League. “They must be responsible 
for each of their actions.”

He said that in a democracy every-
body has to respect the decision of the 
majority, whether they like it or not.

“If you don’t like the decision,” he 
said, “you should only try to solve 
your problems according to the law.” 

Other parties that took part in the 
press conference include the 88 Gen-
eration Student Youths (Union of My-
anmar), the Chin Progressive Party, 
the Kayin People’s Party and the My-
anmar National Congress.

Wa Lone

walone14@gmail.com

Students hold placards and flags as they protest against the National Education Law in Yangon on February 8. Photo: AFP
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President backtracks on white cards

IN a major backflip, the government 
has responded to growing protests 
against parliament’s decision to al-
low holders of temporary ID cards – 
better known as white cards – to vote 
in a planned referendum by cancel-
ling the cards from the end of next 
month.

The move will mostly affect the 
Muslim Rohingya, who account 
for about 600,000 of the 700,000 
cards, according to the Ministry of  
Immigration.

The notification from the Presi-
dent’s Office said the cards would 
expire on March 31. Holders of the 
documents, which are also known as 
white cards, will be required to hand 
them over to the authorities by May 
31 and apply for citizenship in ac-
cordance with existing laws. 

The notification also stated that 
an advisory commission will be 
formed to “review laws, rules and 
regulations and tasks” related to the 
ID temporary cards.

It came just a day after the presi-
dent signed a bill giving white-card 
holders the right to vote in a planned 
constitutional referendum. Parlia-
ment had originally voted against 
allowing white-card holders to vote 
but reversed its decision at the re-
quest of the president.

The decision sparked widespread 
protests, particularly in the Rakhine 
State capital Sittwe, where protests 
began on February 5. Dozens of 
people marched through Yangon on 
February 11, while senior members 
of the Committee for the Protection 
of Nationality and Religion – better 
known as Ma Ba Tha – agreed at a 
meeting the same day to send a note 
of protest to the president and Pyi-
daungsu Hluttaw over the decision 
to allow white-card holders to vote. 

Ma Ba Tha member U Wirathu, 
who also leads the White-card Cam-
paign Committee, said the group 

had threatened to stage nationwide 
protests if it did not get “positive 
results” from the government. How-
ever, it called off the demonstrations 
after negotiating with Minister for 
Religious Affairs U Soe Win.

The decision to cancel the cards 
was announced later that evening.

“While we couldn’t foresee this 
result, U Soe Win gave us the mes-
sage during our negotiations that the 
president will give the people satis-
fying news on the white-card issue,” 
said another senior White-card Cam-
paign Committee member, Magwe 
Sayadaw U Parmaukkha. 

“The protests have ended but 
we will watch how the government 
handles the withdrawal of the white 
cards from circulation. We will not 

hesitate to point out any things that 
need to be done,” he said.

But Chris Lewa of the Arakan 
Project said the government backflip 

was “outrageous”, particularly how it 
had effectively overturned the recent 
parliamentary decision. She called 
on the government to review the 
1982 Citizenship Law and dissociate 
ethnicity from citizenship.

“It is outrageous how the govern-
ment empowers extremist nation-
alists by immediately giving in to 
demands of a few hundred demon-
strators,” she said.

She also highlighted the fact that 
decision would have implications be-
yond Rakhine State.

While the Rohingya – officially 
known as Bengalis – are thought to 
hold most of the white cards, oth-
er minorities are also likely to be  
affected.

During a debate in parliament 

over the issue, Wa representative 
Sai Paung Nap said there were “so 
many” people in Myanmar’s border 
areas who hold white cards rather 
than permanent citizenship docu-
ments, such as the pink-coloured 
Citizenship Scrutiny Cards.

“In border areas, many people 
have no CSC – they are very difficult 
to get,” he said. “If [white-card hold-
ers] have no chance to vote, they will 
lose their rights as citizens.”

Yet the decision is widely per-
ceived as an effort to disenfranchise 
the Rohingya. Matt Smith, execu-
tive director of Fortify Rights, said 
it showed President U Thein Sein 
was “playing politics in all the wrong 
ways”.

“The sign of a great leader is a 
willingness to take principled posi-
tions on unpopular issues, and we’re 
just not seeing that from Myanmar’s 
political elite,” he said.

“But the issue of white cards is re-
ally a symptom of the greater prob-
lem of deep-seated anti-Muslim dis-
crimination, and unchecked abuses 
against Rohingya.”

In an earlier interview, Pyithu 
Hluttaw representative for Buthi-
daung U Shwe Maung, a self-de-
scribed Rohingya whose constituen-
cy has many white-card holders, said 
many of those who hold the cards 
would be eligible for citizenship but 
in the past the government has re-
fused to process their applications.

“White-card holders were given 
white cards by force. Since inde-
pendence they have been holding 
National Registration Cards until 
1990,” he said.

“All over Myanmar if the appli-
cant and parents held an NRC then 
they got a Citizenship Scrutiny Card. 
A lot of Rohingya outside Rakhine 
received a CSC. But in Buthidaung, 
Maungdaw and Sittwe [townships] 
the applications were left pending. 
In 1994 the government instead is-
sued white cards.

“We know these cards are not 
valid according to the 1982 citizen-
ship law. It is quite unfair [that ap-
plicants were given white cards] – 
they are the descendants of citizens.”  
– Additional reporting by Htoo Thant

Monks stage a protest in Yangon on February 11 against allowing white-card holders to vote. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Thomas Kean Aung Kyaw Min

‘The protests have 
ended but we will 
watch how the 
government handles 
the withdrawal of 
the white cards.’

Magwe Sayadaw U Parmaukkha
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Local memorial for national hero

A MEMORIAL to one of the country’s finest po-
ets and political leaders would be the pride of 
the nation, say organisers raising funds for the 
project. U Tun Win Nyein, spokesperson for the 
Thakin Kodaw Hmaing Peace Network, issued a 
plea for funding on February 11.

The Thakin Kodaw Hmaing memorial peace 
building is planned for his home village of Wale, 
Shwedaung township, Bago Region, said U Tun 
Win Nyein.

Thakin Kodaw Hmaing (1876-1964) was one 
of the greatest poets, writers, political leaders 
and peace builders of our country, he said.

“He always said he wanted to die in his native 
land. His followers bought land in his daughter’s 
name in Wale. Although he passed away in Yan-
gon, we decided to establish a memorial peace 
building in Wale. After two years of preparation, 
we have started collected funds,” he said.

U Tun Win Nyein said a literary event, a 
book-selling festival, and a cartoon and photo 
show were held in Wale on January 24 and 25 
to raise funds. “Once we have a permit, we will 
start to build,” he said, adding that the building 
and landscaping would cost not more than K50 
million.

“Wale village is just beside the Yangon-Pyay 
road, and can attract visitors who will help im-
prove local people’s livelihood. Moreover, the site 

will be the pride of Myanmar as the place where 
the country’s historical memories are stored,” he 
said.

Thakin Kodaw Hmaing was the name adopt-
ed by Maung Lun, who accompanied King 
Thibaw and Queen Su Phayar Latt from Manda-
lay to Ratanagiri in India in 1885. That experi-
ence inspired him to become a nationalist and 
set him on the path toward the recovery of his 
country’s independence.

U Tin Tun, a member of the peace network, 
said Thakin Kodaw Hmaing had led the way to-
ward independence. “There is much gratitude 
toward Thakin Kodaw Hmaing. Independence 
movements became active after the Do Burma 
Asi-ayone [We Burmans Association] was or-
ganised in 1930. As the patron, Thakin Kodaw 
Hmaing took a leading role in its activities and 
served as mentor to many well-known national-
ists and peacemakers,” he said. 

“National schools and colleges sprang up 
countrywide after Yangon University was boy-
cotted in 1920. Thakin Kodaw Hmaing helped 
lay the foundation for our national schools and 
colleges, paving the way for the emergence of 
Bogyoke Aung San, U Nu and U Thant.”

After independence, Thakin Kodaw Hmaing 
was a leading light in the world peace move-
ment and in 1952 attended the Peace Confer-
ence for the Asia Pacific Region in Beijing. He 
was elected chair of the World Peace Congress 
the same year, and won the Stalin Peace Prize 
in 1954. Those wishing to donate to the project 
can contact to U Tun Win Nyein on 09-513-7402.

Aye Sapay Phyu

ayephyu2006@gmail.com

Thakin Kodaw Hmaing. Photo: Supplied

NLD forms 
campaign 
committee
DESPITE refusing to commit to con-
testing the general election later this 
year, the National League for Democ-
racy has created a campaign group. 
However, the party was at pains to 
stress that this should not be taken to 
mean that it has decided to fight the 
election, which is scheduled for late 
October or early November.

The 19-member campaign commit-
tee comprises representatives from the 
states and regions, the youth committee, 
and the central executive committee.

“It’s just a preparation, like we did 
last year,” said CEC member U Tun Tun.

Campaign committee member U 
Mahn Johnny, who is also Pyithu Hlut-
taw representative for Myaungmya 
in Ayeyarwady Region, said the com-
mittee would hold its first meeting on 
February 16.

Questions about the party’s partici-
pation in the election arose when its 
leader, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, told a 
press conference in December that the 
party would decide only after the elec-
tion date was announced.

The Union Solidarity and Develop-
ment Party formed its campaign com-
mittee last month. – Lun Min Mang

K5000-a-day proposed  
for minimum wage

WORKERS should receive at least 
K5000 for an eight-hour day, say those 
polled by researchers gathering data 
for the government’s minimum-wage 
enquiry.

Anything else would cause hard-
ship, respondents said.

But many experienced workers with 
long service records receive much less, 
researchers heard – and some labour 
representatives expect much more.

The government has commissioned 
a cost-of-living survey that began work 
last month in order to help the govern-
ment decide the level at which to set 
the minimum wage in each state and 
region.

“According to our survey, an inexpe-
rienced worker should get K5000 per 
eight-hour day. If not, it would be defi-
nitely hard for their daily life,” said U 
Ko Ko Naing, a workers’ representative 
who participated in data collection in 
Yedashe township, Bago Region.

The survey will be based on the 
daily living expense of households in a 
total of 108 townships throughout the 
country.

MTUF vice president U Tun Wai 
said survey results from Yangon’s Shwe 
Pyi Thar township indicated the daily 
rate should be at least K5000, and as 
high as K8500, not counting bonuses.

U Soe Win, an employers’ rep-
resentative working on the survey 
in Shwe Pyi Thar township, Yangon  

Region, said average monthly expenses 
for a middle-class family were about 
K400,000, and about K200,000 for a 
working-class family.

“In my opinion, K4000 or K5000 
a day is suitable for workers, that is, 
about K150,000 a month,” he added.

Minister for Labour, Employment 
and Social Security U Aye Myint said 
the ministry would fix a “reasonable” 
wage for every worker after analysing 
the data. “We will find a win-win solu-
tion both for workers and employers,” 
he said, adding that working environ-
ment and safety would be taken into 
consideration.

Basic wages in Myanmar factories 
are extremely low, but take-home pay 
rises significantly with the addition 
of overtime, and bonuses for perfor-
mance and attendance.

In early January, workers from the 
Yes candy factory in Hlaing Tharyar 
Industrial Zone 4 demanded a pay rise 
because their basic wage was less than 
K30,000, and just K17,500 for an inex-
perienced worker.

“I have to spend more than K20,000 
just for food and basic needs. Though 
I’ve been working here seven years, I 
only get K30,000 basic salary, rising to 
about K100,000 with bonuses. It’s not 
enough – I spend more than half on ba-
sic needs,” said worker Ma Poe Zarchi. 

Ko Wai Phyo, a member of the la-
bour union at Yes, said workers were 
hopeful the minimum wage ruling 
would lead to pay increases not linked 
to bonuses. “We attended workshops 
on the minimum wage. It would be 
great if it was set by law, and if the em-
ployers complied,” he said. 

The Ministry for Labour, Employ-
ment and Social Security had previous-
ly stated it would set minimum wages 
by the end of last year, as required 
under the Minimum Wage Law, which 
was enacted in April 2012.

The survey was launched to end 
disagreement between labour and em-
ployer representatives over what con-
stituted a fair wage.

While those conducting the survey 
appear to agree that the minimum 
wage should be around K5000 a day, 
ministry director general U Myo Aung 
warned that if workers and employers 
did not accept the amount fixed by the 
ministry the process could be delayed 
further.

Nyan Linn Aung 
29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com
Noe Noe Aung
noenoeag@gmail.com

‘I only get ... about 
K100,000 with 
bonuses. It’s not 
enough – I spend 
more than half on 
basic needs.’

Ma Poe Zarchi 
Worker at Yes candy factory
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Shan State Army-South: The 
Tatmadaw still holds a grudge

Based at Loi Tai Leng in 
southern Shan State, the 
Restoration Council of Shan 
State/Shan State Army 
(RCSS/SSA-South) was 

formed by Lieutenant General Yawd 
Serk in 1996 after the surrender of 
Khun Sa’s Mong Tai Army. In Decem-
ber 2011 it became the fourth group to 
sign a ceasefire with President U Thein 
Sein’s government, despite having 
never inked a deal with the previous 
military regime. It remains outside the 
main ceasefire negotiating body for 
ethnic groups, the Nationwide Cease-
fire Coordination Team (NCCT), and 
a major umbrella organisation, the 
United Nationalities Federal Council 
(UNFC). Here, chief political corre-
spondent Ei Ei Toe Lwin interviews 
Lt Gen Yawd Serk on his concerns 
about the nationwide ceasefire, the 
impact of this year’s election and his 
trust in President U Thein Sein.

The ceasefire you signed in 2011 
contained 31 points. How many of 
those have been fulfilled over the 
past three years?
While we agreed on 31 points, both the 
government and its military have not 
paid attention to all of what we agreed. 
That’s why we have been barely able to 
implement three or four points in the 
agreement, mostly opening liaison of-
fices and being able to meet the public. 
That’s all.

So have you seen any noticeable 
change or progress since the cease-
fire agreement was signed? Or is 
the situation still the same?
For our organisation, there have been 
no visible changes. In signing the 
ceasefire we were only hoping for po-
litical dialogue and that remains the 
case. Every time we meet with the 
government we always emphasise the 
need to build trust. In terms of trust-
building, though, we can barely talk to 
the Myanmar Peace Centre (MPC) or 
[chief government negotiator] U Aung 
Min [because they are not decision-
makers]. All of the things we have dis-
cussed did not work in practice.

The government’s armed forces 
always want to fight us, like an en-
emy. Even though we’ve established 
liaison offices, they have never made 
contact and never negotiated with us. 
They released a statement about the 
assassination of forestry officials that 
occurred in Langkho township [in 
December] without asking for any in-
formation from our liaison office. We 
think this shows they hold a grudge 
against us. Now they have discovered 
the truth [that the RCSS/SSA was not 
responsible] but they haven’t given us 
any explanation yet.

Why hasn’t the RCSS/SSA joined 
the UNFC or the NCCT?
The RCSS/SSA and the UNFC are di-
vided over policy. We support an alli-
ance for Shan State-based groups, but 
the UNFC includes those from others 
areas. In my view the NCCT is being 
manipulated by the UNFC so that’s 
why we don’t take part in it. 

What do you make of the discus-
sions on the nationwide ceasefire 
agreement? Is a nationwide cease-
fire really essential for genuine 
peace?
Most ethnic armed groups have al-
ready agreed ceasefires with the gov-
ernment. Some of them believe they 
don’t need to sign anything else. For 
the RCSS/SSA, we won’t sign the cease-
fire but we may take part in a signing 
[ceremony] if it will bring a guarantee 
of political dialogue. In terms of the 
political dialogue, we want to discuss 
the framework and the timeline.

The NCCT has always tried to put 
its political framework into the na-
tionwide ceasefire agreement. This is 
the reason the negotiations are taking 
so long. Instead, they should do it after 
the discussions reach the next phase. 

When I met with leaders from the 
NCCT, I suggested to debate the po-
litical framework during the second 
stage. After that, we can go forward to 
political dialogue.

In our discussions with ethnic lead-
ers, we have also proposed six points 
[for inclusion in the nationwide cease-
fire]. 

The first is about third party [ob-
servers]. Foreign countries should be 
able to participate as observers. 

The second is to set a schedule 
for political dialogue: when it will be 
held – on which day, which month and 
which year. 

The third is to form a committee 
for overseeing the budget for [the 
holding of] political talks.

And then it is also necessary for 
leaders to have the chance to hold po-
litical dialogue abroad.

It is important to recognise all 
agreements signed by each and every 
group, whether they are Union-level 
or state-level agreements, when sign-
ing an agreement to continue on to 
political dialogue.

Finally, in doing political activities, 
people need to meet with political par-
ties. That’s why we need to demand 
the repeal of the Unlawful Associa-
tions Act.

The government has said it now 
agrees to establish a federal union, 
as ethnic minorities have been de-
manding for decades. However, the 
proposal to form a federal army has 
divided ethnic armed groups and 
the. Among ethnic groups, there 
are various definitions for a federal 
army. What form of federal army 
does the RCSS/SSA believe should 
be pursued?
We believe there are five conditions 
needed for political change. These are 
mutual trust among leaders, changes 
to the political framework and dis-
cussions over what kind of federal 
system should be adopted. Then it is 
necessary to amend the constitution, 
and that will require talks on how to 
amend it. The [future of the] armed 
forces will be covered in the section on 
amending the constitution.

Then, we will have to draw a plan 
for political dialogue. After that, we 
must make a decision through a ref-
erendum in which all people can  
participate.

But we can’t do anything if the 
leaders, whether government or eth-
nic, can’t build mutual trust, can’t 
participate in discussions and can’t 
discuss future reforms.

Commander-in-Chief Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing recently 
told a media organisation that the 
Tatmadaw wants peace – that they 
have opened the way toward peace 
and that peace is now in the hands 
of ethnic armed groups. How do 
you respond to that?
Just saying you want peace is not 
enough. You have to show it through 
actions. Commander-in-Chief Min 
Aung Hlaing probably does really 
want peace but perhaps can’t control 
his lower-ranking soldiers. However, 
we can’t say for sure this is true. At the 
moment, there are a lot of cases where 
soldiers are violating human rights. 
Gang rapes have occurred in Kachin 
State. It shouldn’t happen. I don’t 
think it is the policy of the command-
er-in-chief. But I think it shows that he 
can’t control his lower ranks.

You recently said at a press confer-
ence that you believe in President 
U Thein Sein. What exactly do you 

Shan State Army-South leader Lieutenant General Yawd Serk gives a thumbs-up to 
the crowd at Loi Tai Leng for Shan National Day on February 7. Photo: Kaung Htet

LOI TAI LENG, Shan State

The NCCT has 
always tried to 
put its political 
framework into 
the ceasefire. This 
is the reason the 
negotiations are 
taking so long.
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SHAN NATIONAL DAY

Shan State Army-South: The 
Tatmadaw still holds a grudge

believe in – that his government 
genuinely wants peace? And do you 
think he can really control the Tat-
madaw? Skirmishes have erupted 
between government soldiers and 
some ethnic armed groups even 
while the government was trying to 
hold peace talks.
The Kachin Independence Army and 
the Ta’ang National Liberation Army, 
which are clashing with the Tatma-
daw, have not signed ceasefire agree-
ments so I think it’s not unusual for 
skirmishes to erupt. 

Why I believe in U Thein Sein is 
that he announced political reforms 
when he took office, and he has done 
as he said. I believe in him for that. 
But I am not sure why skirmishes 
keep on happening between the gov-
ernment and ethnic armed groups. Is 
the government unable to control the 
Tatmadaw, or do they share the same 
ideas? I am not sure.

The election is drawing near. It is 
clearly important for the future of 
Myanmar, and both the interna-
tional community and Myanmar 
people have high hopes for the out-
come. How important is the elec-
tion for the RCSS/SSA? And are 
you satisfied with the political par-
ties that currently represent Shan 
State?
If the election is held before political 
dialogue can start the situation will 
not change much here. 

I do not have much interest in po-
litical parties and we can’t focus much 
of our attention on the election be-
cause we are focused on how to hold 
political dialogue.

For 68 years we have been cel-
ebrating the anniversary of the 
signing of the Panglong Agree-
ment, which is marked as Union 
Day. Yet many of the commitments 
from the agreement have never 
been honoured. What needs to 
happen for future Union Days to 
be closer in spirit to the Panglong 
Agreement?
The first thing to do is just look 
at the commitments in the agree-
ment. I think we can be successful if 
we make reforms in line with these  
commitments.

Myanmar’s conflicts will not end 
if the government and the Tatmadaw 
continue to hold the upper hand and 
just tell us to do as we are told. 

The Tatmadaw has said to go for-
ward according to the 2008 constitu-
tion. If we are simply instructed like 
this, there will be problems. At the mo-
ment, students are protesting. Farm-
land disputes have yet to be resolved. 
The constitution is essential. That’s 
why the government needs to be open 
to amending the constitution. How-
ever, in doing so it should not restrict 
the amendment process to the hlut-
taw, because ethnic armed groups are 
not hluttaw members. – Translation 
by Zar Zar Soe and Thiri Min Htun

Shan National Day 
in Loi Tai Leng

Ethnic Shan and soldiers from 
the Shan State Army-South 
take part in Shan National Day 
celebrations at the SSA-South’s 
headquarters in Loi Tai Leng, 
southern Shan State, on Febru-
ary 7. All photographs were 
taken by The Myanmar Times’ 
head of photography Kaung Htet.
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India and Myanmar at odds on 
Tamu border immigration office

CONFUSION surrounds the status of 
an apparent agreement between the 
governments of Myanmar and India 
over the establishment of a visa-on-ar-
rival system on their common border. 
While the Indian government appears 
ready to proceed, the Myanmar side is 
experiencing delay.

India’s consul in Mandalay, N 
Nandakumar, told The Myanmar 
Times last week that working-level 
talks had been conducted about set-
ting up a visa-on-arrival office at the 
Tamu border checkpoint in Sagaing 
Region.

Mr Nandakumar said his govern-
ment had been preparing to open the 
office opposite Tamu at Moreh, 110 
kilometres (about 75 miles) from Im-
phal, the capital of Manipur state. He 
called on Myanmar to set up similar 
facilities to facilitate a cross-border 
bus service envisaged to link Imphal 
with Mandalay.

India hopes to launch the service 
before the end of this year, he said. 
Having visa processing facilities on 
the border is considered essential for 

the bus service, as passengers would 
otherwise have to apply for a visa at 
the embassy in New Delhi.

“We’re setting up the office on the 
Indian side, and we’re asking the My-
anmar authorities to set up the same 
facilities on their side,” he said.

However, U Myint Oo, deputy 
director general of the Immigra-
tion Department, said there might 
be some delay in implementing this  
arrangement.

While Myanmar has introduced 
electronic visa-on-arrival at Yangon, 

Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw airports, 
he said that rolling the system out 
to remote border areas will be much 
more of a challenge.

“It is impossible to provide a visa-
on-arrival service where the check-
point is now. Myanmar is not ready to 
approve this,” he said.

U Sein Oo, director general of the 
visa section of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, said no formal proposal had 
been received from India to establish 
a visa-on-arrival office even though 
discussions were proceeding on the 
cross-border bus service.

“Our department has not yet re-
ceived such a request, which has im-
plications for immigration. We will 
consider any such request on a case-
by-case basis,” he said.

“It will not be possible to approve a 
visa-on-arrival service because so many 
steps remain to be implemented. But 
there could be a border pass system or 
a scheme for the bus service.”

But Mr Nandakumar said that ap-
proving the visa-on-arrival scheme 
was essential for the cross-border bus 
service.

Both governments have reportedly 
agreed to issue a 28-day single entry 
visa for cross-border bus passengers 
bearing a valid travel document. The 
precise route of the 880-kilometre 
(550-mile) bus route also has yet to be 
settled.

Nyan lYnN 
aung

29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

Cars and pedestrians pass through the border crossing between Myanmar and 
India at Tamu in Sagaing Region. Photo: Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

EU pledges $17m for conflict-affected people
EUROPE is to provide a further 15 
million euros (US$17 million) to help 
people affected by conflict in Rakhine, 
Kachin and northern Shan states. The 
donation was announced by the global 
director of operations for the Euro-
pean Commission’s Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection department 
(ECHO), Jean-Louis De Brouwer.

The funding also includes sup-
port for residents of refugee camps in  

Thailand, Mr De Brouwer said on Feb-
ruary 6 after completing a visit to Sit-
twe, Yangon and Nay Pyi Taw. 

“Our humanitarian partners are 
providing life-saving aid to the most 
vulnerable populations in those states. 
We will of course also follow the situ-
ation closely throughout 2015 in order 
to track potential new unmet needs 
that might arise,” he said.

While Mr De Brouwer was in  

Sittwe, he joined the EU ambassador 
to Myanmar in launching an EU-fund-
ed education initiative for the chil-
dren of Rakhine State. On his visit to 
the Sittwe IDP camps, he said, “These 
camps were meant to be temporary, 
but as we are now facing a protracted 
displacement, they urgently need to be 
refurbished.”

EU support through ECHO has 
been funding relief programs in  

Myanmar for more than 20 years, 
providing a total of 191 million euros 
($217 million) worth of humanitarian 
assistance to victims of man-made and 
natural disasters, including 12.9 mil-
lion euros ($14.6 million) in 2015.

ECHO’s operations focus on people 
displaced by conflict in Kachin State 
and the inter-communal violence 
in Rakhine State, according to the  
announcement. – Kyaw Phone Kyaw

Families 
complain 
after jail 
transfer

THE families of 100 prisoners 
held in Mandalay’s Ohbo Prison 
are complaining that the prison-
ers have been transferred for no 
apparent reason elsewhere in 
the country. The detainees were 
transported on February 10 by 
Myanma Railways.

It is not known to which pris-
ons they were sent.

“We don’t know exactly where 
they are being transferred, or 
why,” said the mother of prisoner 
Ko Myo Zaw Htwe, who is serv-
ing 13 years for drugs offences.

“We’ve heard they are being 
sent to Insein Prison. [If so] it 
will be difficult for prisoners’ 
families to visit them.”

Corporal Myint Aung, who 
serves at Ohbo Prison, said on 
February 10 that the prisoners 
were transferred due to over-
crowding. “Ohbo Prison has a 
capacity of 4000,” he said, declin-
ing to reveal how many are now 
incarcerated there.

But Ko Aye Thein, a political 
activist, said it was “intentionally 
done to create problems”.

He added that one of the 
transferred inmates was a politi-
cal prisoner.

“We’ll have to wait and see 
where they are sent to and what 
will be done to them,” he said.

Ko Myint Zaw, who was serv-
ing 35 years’ imprisonment for 
burglary at Ohbo, said he was 
surprised to be included in the 
transfer. 

“I thought only violent in-
mates would be transferred,” he 
said. “Those who can afford to 
bribe prison staff can live quite 
well in the prison, and they have 
not been transferred.” 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Si Thu Lwin
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com
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Youth seek interfaith support
Young people of different faiths 
wishing to foster peace and reconcili-
ation have decided to raise funds to 
publicise their cause. At a day-long 
discussion held last week at Yangon’s 
New Ayeyar Hotel, about 30 partici-
pants agreed to put their case to the 
media.

The discussion, organised by Smile 
Education, included a group from 
Malaysia. Participants were members 
of the Interfaith Youth Tour program, 
which is open to young people of all 
religions. They visit different places of 
worship and talk with religious leaders 
with a view to peace-building.

“We would like to use radio and 
television to broadcast knowledge 
about our interfaith program,” said U 
Myo Win, the founder of Smile Educa-
tion, adding that state-owned media 
seemed unwilling to broadcast the 
group’s message, allegedly because it 
was deemed too sensitive.

“But we could set up our own FM sta-
tion or buy time from broadcast media 
like DVB. Funding is very important for 
us,” he said. – Myat Noe Oo

Government travel allowance to rise
Travel allowances for government staff 
on official business are to be raised to 
keep up with rising prices, parliament 
heard last week. The current allowance 
– last raised in 2013 to K1700 a day – 
means staff have to fund their travel 
out of their own pockets, members 
heard.

Deputy Minister for Finance U Lin 
Aung raised the matter in the Amyotha 
Hluttaw on February 9.

“The ministry will set the new rate, 
including accommodation, for financial 
year 2015-16 so that our staff don’t 
suffer,” he said.

He said that the ministry would 
review departmental expenditure for 
the past two years and would consult 
experts in order to come up with a fair 
allowance.

U Naing Tun Ohn, who represents 
No 5 constituency in Mon State for the 
All Mon Regions Democracy Party, said 
government staff had to spend their 
own money when they went on official 
business because the allowance was 
so low. – Pyae Thet Phyo, translation by 
Thiri Min Htun

US criticism on religious 
freedom ‘political’: MOFA

THE designation of Myanmar by the 
United States as a “country of par-
ticular concern” for failures to uphold 
religious freedom was a political act 
designed to keep the country under 
control, a leading government official 
has said.

U Khin Maung Yi, an Amyotha 
Hluttaw representative for Ayeyar-
wady Region’s No 6 constituency, 
asked in parliament what the Union 
government was doing to get My-
anmar removed from the State De-
partment list of countries that are 
believed to violate religious freedom. 
Other countries listed include China, 
Iran and North Korea.

In reply, Deputy Minister for For-
eign Affairs U Tin Oo Lwin said My-
anmar’s inclusion on the list, at the 
recommendation of the US Commis-
sion on International Religious Free-
dom, was a political decision.

“The United States has been at-

tacking terrorist groups like IS. But 
it also criticises countries that it disa-
grees with politically by including 
them in the CPC list. This is a political 
act,” the deputy minister said.

The list is drawn up annually 
by the US State Department on the 
recommendation of the US Commis-
sion on International Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF). In 2013, the USCIRF 
recommended 15 countries, and the 
State Department added a further 
eight countries: Myanmar, China, Eri-
trea, Iran, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan and Uzbekistan. In 2014, Turk-
menistan was added to the list. Myan-
mar has featured since 1999.

The deputy minister told parlia-
ment that Myanmar worked hard to 
uphold religious freedom.

“Myanmar, as a member of the 
United Nations, has devoted special 
consideration to human rights. This 
government has signed key human 
rights accords,” he said, adding that 
while Myanmar was predominantly 
Buddhist, nobody was prohibited 
from practising their own religion.

Buddhist monks were required 
to follow the discipline laid down by 
the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Com-
mittee in accordance with the ethi-

cal code of vinaya, and President U 
Thein Sein had publicly called on all 
citizens to shun religious hate speech. 

The Ministry of Religious Affairs 
had implemented measures designed 
to foster mutual friendship among 
different faiths, he said.

“Religious leaders should call on 
their faithful not to insult other reli-

gions. Religious freedom is also en-
shrined in the constitution.”

U Tin Oo Lwin added that the 
government would continue to seek 
removal from the CPC list, in consulta-
tion with the international community.

U Khin Maung Yi, who is also chair 
of the Amyotha Hluttaw Bill Commit-
tee, told The Myanmar Times that he 
agreed with the deputy minister.

“Once the United States applied 
sanctions to Myanmar, and then lifted 
them when it wanted to. Now it has 
placed Myanmar on the CPC list be-
cause they want to. These are political 
acts. I think the US wants to control 
Myanmar because it doesn’t want 
to let Myanmar become completely 
independent. They add countries to 
the list that they want to add. Some 
countries are not included in the list 
because the US doesn’t want to in-
clude them.” 

But Amyotha Hluttaw representa-
tive J Yaw Wu, a Lisu Christian, said 
that Christians faced discrimination 
when trying to hold public events.

“For example, it takes about two 
months to get permission for Christ-
mas celebrations,” he said. “Only in our 
country do we have to ask permission.”

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

in BRIEF

Pyae Thet 
Phyo

pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com

Election preparations on track: UEC
Preparations for the general election 
later this year are on track, Amyotha 
Hluttaw heard last week. The Union 
Election Commission is conducting a 
five-year strategic plan to achieve 12 
objectives, UEC member U Myint Naing 
told members.

Its major tasks include political party 
registration, supervising the election 
and developing methods for dealing 
with disputes over the results.

Nationwide data collection in respect 
of eligible voters had been proceeding 
step by step since November, he said.

“We expect to finalise data input to 
the main server in July,” said U Myint 
Naing. “The UEC will work with politi-
cal parties, civil society groups and the 
media to ensure that the elections are 
free and fair, as well as inviting internal 
and external observers.”

Some observers have questioned the 
impartiality of the commission, par-
ticularly given chair U Tin Aye’s close 
personal relationship with President 
U Thein Sein and his former role in 
the Union Solidarity and Development 
Party.

Most recently, the Mass Move-
ment Acceleration Network (MMAN) 
launched a petition to bring about 
change at the commission, which 
the group said in its current form 
could not oversee a free and fair 
election.

U Paul Htan Htaing, representing 
No 3 constituency of Chin State for 
the Chin National Party, said it was 
essential to have an election commis-
sion that can be trusted as an impartial 
umpire. “Its members should have no 
connection with any political party or 
political activity,” he said. – Pyae Thet 
Phyo, translation by Zar Zar Soe

Nuns pray in a church near Loikaw, 
Kayah State, in December 2014.
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Ancient boat to go on display in Mingun
AN ancient teak boat nearly 25 me-
tres long (78 feet) has been discov-
ered in Sagaing township. The boat 
was unearthed by erosion of the 
bank of the Ayeyarwady River near 
Mingun village in January, and is 
thought to be about 200 years old.

The boat will be displayed near 
two enormous statues of lions in the 
village, which is also home to the 
unfinished Mingun Pagoda and the 
Mingun Bell.

Residents say the boat has not 
yet been inspected by an archaeolo-
gist but they believe it dates to the 
reign of King Bodawpaya, who initi-
ated construction of Mingun Pagoda 
in 1790.

Efforts to salvage the boat began 
on January 29 and were completed 
on February 4, dig team leader U 
Thein Win said last week.

“There was no damage to the 
vessel. This is the first time I’ve 

seen this kind of boat design,” said 
U Thein Win, a diver with 26 years’ 
experience.

The boat was dug out with fund-
ing of K120,000 provided by the 
boards of trustees from four local 
religious sites and transported to Set-
taw Pagoda, at a cost of K150,000. It 
is 2.5 metres (8.4 feet) wide and about 
half a metre deep. – Phyo Wai Kyaw 
and Hlaing Kyaw Soe, translation by 
Khant Lin Oo

Youth forum  
postponed over 
security fears

A MAJOR youth conference sched-
uled for next week has been post-
poned due to security concerns. NGO 
ActionAid announced the postpone-
ment on February 11, six days before 
the event was due to begin.

More than 1000 young people 
working in development sectors 
across the country were expected 
to attend the 6th National Fellows 
Conference from February 17 to 19 
at Franc Hall in Yangon’s Ahlone  
township.

However, ActionAid said in a 
statement that the event organising 
committee had decided to postpone 
the event “after careful analysis of 
the current political environment”.

“This unfortunate decision has 
been made purely for the security of 
the fellows and participants. A new 

date will be announced soon,” it said.
U Saw Lin Htet, a member of the 

conference management committee, 
said no decision had been made as 
to when and where the event now 
would be held.

“We do not want any more mis-
understanding about the conference. 
We are just working on develop-
ment,” he said 

Speaking prior to the postpone-
ment, he said the conference would 
bring together youth leaders and 
representatives of local and inter-
national civil society organisations 
for discussions on “areas of common 
interest”.

The first conference was held in 
2010, and the National Fellows Net-
work was organised in 2014 with 
youth leaders in a development pro-
gram for peace and solidarity.

The program was initiated in 2006 
through cooperation with ActionAid 
(Myanmar), Nyein Foundation and 
Metta Foundation to promote role 
of young people in addressing chal-
lenges to Myanmar’s economic and 
social development.

Thomas Kean Cherry Thein

A member of the salvage team balances on a boat rescued from the Ayeyarwady River. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw

Mon State 
voter list 
overhaul 
to begin in 
March

THE third phase of the voter registra-
tion process is about to begin in Mon 
and Kayin states on March 3. U Hein 
Min Htet, deputy director of the elec-
tion commission, said the commission 
was on track to complete registration 
by July.

The International Foundation for 
Electoral Systems (IFES) has provided 
computers for the exercise, and the chair 
and members of the Mon State Election 
Sub-commission, the chairs of the dis-
trict election sub-commission and other 
officials will soon begin training.

U Hein Min Htet said 65 people 
in 10 townships in Mon State would 
receive training in tallying three dif-
ferent categories of voter, all of whom 
must be citizens aged 18 and over.

The first group comprises those 
whose names are on the household list 
where they live. The second comprises 
those who bear a valid identity card 
but are not on a household list. The 
third is people not listed and who do 
not possess a national ID document. 
In those cases, a testimonial from the 
village or ward committee is required 
for their registration.

He said a final category – civil serv-
ants – would be compiled later.

The first phase of registration was 
conducted last year in 10 townships in 
Yangon Region, and the second in 41 
townships in Yangon, Mandalay, Nay 
Pyi Taw and southern Shan State.

Errors with electoral rolls plagued 
both the 2010 election and the 2012 
by-elections, with many eligible voters 
being unable to cast a ballot when they 
turned up at their local polling station. 

The Union Election Commission 
has said this year’s election will take 
place in late October or early Novem-
ber. – Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Naw Say Phaw Waa
nawsayphawwaa@gmail.com
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Views
Can Asians think, 
and other nonsense

MOST of Asia’s leading figures, in 
politics, academia, business and the 
media, are feeble, weak-minded, 
unsophisticated, and devoid of vision 
and dynamism. That is an increasingly 
common view of many supposedly 
wise commentators in the West.

Curiously, the genesis of this 
warped opinion can be traced to the 
analysis of an Asian thought-leader, 
Singapore’s Kishore Mahbubani.

In the late 1990s, he published a 
book called Can Asians think? Natural-
ly, the provocative title, coupled with 
Kishore’s position as a top diplomat, 
ensured it received plenty of attention.

It also received a lot of brickbats. 
Many of them, especially those in the 
West, were perhaps excessively, and 
unfairly, negative.

Like many treatises with an inter-
rogatory premise, it oscillated between 
giving the impression that Asians re-
ally cannot think and if they can, they 
don’t bother or do it in the wrong way.

As Kishore himself put it, “Can 
Asians think? Judging from the record 
of Asian societies over the past few 
centuries, the answer should be no – 
or, at best, not very well.”

His conundrum has been picked 
over ever since in countless articles 
in which much is made of so-called 
“Asian values”: obeisance to authority, 
both family and government; a strong 
emphasis on education; and placing 
community above individual.

Over the years, this subservience 
to officialdom and elders has occurred 
most prominently among those living 
under the region’s more authoritarian 
regimes, such as in Myanmar, Viet-
nam, Cambodia and Laos.

Other nations, blessed with more 
democratic governments, have tended 
to witness their citizenry being less 
respectful of their elders and being 
more willing to speak out and think 
for themselves. While such behaviour 
happens in places like India and Ja-
pan, in this region it has been rare and 
has only really taken root in the Philip-
pines and until recently Thailand.

Now, however, the whole issue has 
been explored more provocatively in 
several articles published recently in 
the West by the French scholar Jean-
Pierre Lehmann. He is an emeritus 
professor of international political 
economy at the top-ranked Inter-
national Institute for Management 
Development in Switzerland. So, you 
know, listen up and pay attention.

Lehmann homes in on Kishore’s 
loaded question and decides in the 
affirmative: Asians cannot think - at 
least, not as well as his egghead col-
leagues in Europe.

In The Myth of Asia: The Absence of 
an Asian Intellectual Space, Lehmann 
asserts that brain-challenged folks in 
this region need to reduce their intel-
lectual dependence on the West.

For starters, he derides Asian 
values as being pure myth, largely 
because Asia is so big and diversified 
that it is just impossible to general-
ise about common values across the 
whole continent.

He is right. There is no such thing 
as Asian values.

He is also right when he asserts 
that the emergence of new institu-
tions, like this year’s coming ASEAN 
Economic Community, will strengthen 
the intensive integration of trade and 
commerce across the region.

But then he puts in the boot and 
states, “What does not appear to be 
emerging, however, in any profound 
sense, is an Asian intellectual com-
munity – a market of ideas as opposed 
to a market of goods.”

Do not be insulted, the guy is 
French – well, French-Swiss – and 
allowances must be made for his Gallic 
sanctimony. So let’s hear him out when 
he claims the lack of Asian brainpower 
can be seen in the region’s press. Or 
the lack thereof. For he says, “There 
is nothing that could be called in any 
meaningful form the Asian media.” 
Ouch.

Lehmann says that the few re-
nowned Asian thought-leaders always 
publish their stuff in Western organs, 
like the Financial Times or the Wall 
Street Journal, rather than their native 
publications.

It is palpably incorrect and it gets 
even worse when Lehmann claims 
that if, say, an Indian wants to know 
what is going on in Indonesia, he must 
rely on Western media.

“There are no permanent corre-
spondents of Indian media based in 
Jakarta,” Lehmann says. “A compara-
ble pattern prevails in Asia generally.”

It’s bizarre, firstly because there are 
correspondents from Asian nations 
like China, Japan, Singapore and 
others based in Jakarta. And secondly 
because, except for news agencies like 
AFP and Reuters, there are few perma-
nent correspondents from the Western 
media based there – nor are there in 
most Asian capitals.

Look around. There are no staff 
reporters from the New York Times or 
the Guardian or Le Monde perma-
nently based in Yangon or Hanoi or 
Manila or Kuala Lumpur. It’s just too 
expensive to maintain press bureaux 
there. There are only stringers – local 
reporters, who are not on staff and 
file only when something of interest 
occurs.

Besides, what does it mean? 
Frankly, not much. Certainly not 
enough for the likes of Lehmann to 
claim that Asians lack a communal 
intellectual base.

He also asserts that Asian thought-
leaders tend to be better known in the 
West than in Asia, apart from in their 
own countries. 

In apparent anguish, he cries, 
“Where are the scholars? We should all 
be reading Asian views on Asians, but 
the material is not readily available.”

It is not? Actually, it is all around 
and it makes one wonder what read-
ing material his university provides 
and how often he travels to this region.

There are lots of Asian scholars 
and thought-leaders, whose trench-
ant views appear in dozens of daily 
publications from the Manila Times 
to Kompas, from Malaysiakini to the 
Cambodia Daily.

His fallacious reasoning is not only 
insulting, but it insidiously influ-
ences readers in the West who start to 
believe this nonsense.

“Berating the West, as a number of 
Asian thought leaders are prone to do, 
is fine,” he concludes. “However, it is 
far more important and constructive 
to create a vibrant trans-Asian intel-
lectual community.”

Actually, monsieur, we already have 
one.  So please pipe down – or better 
yet, start to advocate that Western-
ers should decrease their intellectual 
dependence on Asia. That would make 
more sense.

Roger 
mitton
rogermitton@gmail.com

White card or govt 
political playing card? 

DURING the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
session on February 2, MPs voted to 
allow holders of temporary identity 
cards, better known as white cards, 
to vote in a referendum on amending 
the constitution.

In the original draft, white-card 
holders were able to vote. However, 
parliament removed this clause 
when it approved the bill late last 
year. The president then sent it back 
to parliament, recommending MPs 
revert back to allowing white-card 
holders to vote.

Of course, ethnic Rakhine were 
angry at the decision and issued a 
statement saying they will not accept 
it. They are submitting the case to 
the Constitutional Tribunal.

But is the decision of the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw right? And how 
have the white cards become a politi-
cal issue – in effect, playing cards 
for the former military dictators and 
their successors?

A white card is a kind of identity 
card issued to those who have not 
yet been verified as a citizen, as-
sociate citizen, naturalised citizen 
or foreigner. It means they may be 
either a citizen or foreigner.

The hluttaw was debating voting 
rights in a referendum for amending 
the constitution. This is very impor-
tant for the country’s future – not 
something to be taken lightly. So it is 
clear that those who are not clearly a 
citizen should not be allowed to vote. 

In this sense, the ethnic Rakhine 
are right, while the hluttaw, mostly 
Union Solidarity and Development 
Party MPs and military MPs, is 
wrong. However, the issue is not so 
simple.

White-card holders were allowed 
to vote in the referendum held in 
2008 that approved the current con-
stitution. According to the election 

law and by-law, they could also vote 
in the 2010 general election and 2012 
by-elections. Not only that, the Politi-
cal Party Registration Law allowed 
white-card holders to establish and 
be members of political parties.  

In September, the hluttaw 
amended the Political Party Registra-
tion Law so that white-card holders 
can no longer establish a political 
party or be party members. The Ra-
khine National Party has proposed 
removing voting rights, too, but it 
has not yet been discussed.

Prior to the president announcing 
the cancellation of white cards on 
February 11, they would have been 
allowed to vote in the 2015 election if 
the law was not changed.

But the real root of the problem 
is why there are so many white-
card holders here and why the 
government has made no attempt to 
verify their status for decades. Really, 
whether white-card holders should 
be allowed to vote is another story.

Formally, white cards were issued 
from around 1990 by the former 

military regime. At that time, the 
government replaced what was 
known as the Union of Myanmar 
Identity Card with National Registra-
tion Cards. Some people who were 
not from recognised ethnic groups 
were issued white cards, even 
though they had previously held a 
Union of Myanmar Identity Card.

For the Bengali-Rohingya of Ra-
khine State, white cards were issued 
to both those who previously held an 
identity card and those who did not. 
Many were issued in 2010 to enable 
holders to participate in the election. 
It has been reported that there are 
more than 700,000 white-card hold-
ers inside Rakhine State and about 
100,000 outside Rakhine State. The 

Ministry of Immigration has stated 
that there are about 600,000 white-
card holders who can vote.

The first white cards were issued 
more than 20 years ago. The former 
military dictators stalled on verifying 
whether holders were citizens, as-
sociate citizens, naturalised citizens 
or foreigners, particularly in Rakhine 
State.

Those holding these cards are 
banned from travelling without of-
ficial permission. They also require 
permission to marry and their family 
planning has been controlled. That’s 
why the international community 
has accused Myanmar of violating 
human rights in Rakhine State for 
many years.

The new government took office 
four years ago but citizenship verifi-
cation of white-card holders has still 
not been undertaken. Just a handful 
were examined in Myebon last year.

It appears that the former mili-
tary dictators and members of the 
current government are cultivating 
the white-card problem and intend 
to use it when convenient, such as 
around the election. 

Perhaps the government decided 
to allow white-card holders to vote 
to avoid criticism from the interna-
tional community that it is breach-
ing human rights. 

Also, if white-card holders are 
allowed to vote, it will stir up dis-
content among ethnic Rakhine. The 
conflict between the Rakhine and 
Bengali-Rohingya will once again 
gain national attention, averting 
public interest from other important 
problems.

The only solution is for the 
government to resolve the status of 
white-card holders. It should start 
verifying whether they are citizens 
or foreigners as soon as possible and 
give them the rights they entitled to. 

If it is found, through solid 
evidence, that they are illegal immi-
grants, the government has already 
stated it plans to send them back to 
their country through diplomatic 
channels. However, the current ac-
tions of the president, cabinet, and 
USDP and military MPs indicate 
they are happy to use white cards as 
political playing cards, making use of 
them as the situation dictates. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Sithu Aung 
Myint
newsroom@mmtimes.com

A demonstrator chants slogans as he carries a banner through Yangon on February 11. Photo: AFP

The only solution is 
for the government 
to resolve the status 
of white-card 
holders.
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Views
Understanding ‘engaged Buddhism’

IN 1963, the Vietnamese Zen Buddhist 
monk Thich Nhat Hanh coined the 
term “engaged Buddhism”. He did so 
in order to describe a phenomenon in 
Buddhism in which one is not simply 
advised to withdraw from the world 
in solitary meditation but to combat 
social and political injustice. Engaged 
Buddhism is a politically active form 
of Buddhism. 

Some have argued that a Buddhist 
monk should have no involvement in 
politics and that Buddhism has no po-
litical message. Proponents of engaged 
Buddhism disagree with this, arguing 
that to be a Buddhist is to be socially 
and politically involved. The Buddha 
had very little to say about politics and 
society, and the question remains as to 
whether engaged Buddhism is a mod-
ern phenomenon or if it can be found 
in traditional Buddhist teachings. 

Historically, Buddhism addresses 
the problem of “suffering” (dukkha). 
In the past the origins of suffering are 
described twofold: “craving”, character-
ised as greed, hatred and delusion; and 
“ignorance”, characterised as lack of 
knowledge of the way things really are. 

There is nothing wrong with the 
world but with the way we perceive 
it. The problem, therefore, is with the 
mind and its propensity for attach-
ment and craving. We perceive the 
world with greed, hatred and delusion. 
Social structures are, in a way, part of 
the problem: They enforce craving and 
ignorance.

Engaged Buddhism analyses social 
structures and adopts the view that 
suffering may originate from them. It 
identifies certain political, economic 
and social institutions as manifesta-
tions of greed, hatred and delusion. 
The Buddhist is compelled to strive 
for social liberation through engaging 
with these external causes of suffering.

Any Buddhist attempt at social and 
political engagement is faced with a 
number of problems. At the root of 
this problem is that in tackling the 

causes of suffering in social and politi-
cal structures one is involving oneself 
in suffering. In so doing one is poten-
tially becoming entangled in those 
impermanent phenomena that will 
change and decay without any neces-
sity for the Buddhist to intervene. On 
these grounds some would therefore 
argue that Buddhism has no political 
and social message.

Enshrined in the Myanmar consti-
tution is the premise that a Buddhist 
monk cannot vote in elections. But 
the question remains as to whether a 
monk should be involved in politics at 
all. In the Pali Canon, a virtuous monk 
is described as “an incomparable field 
of merit for the world” (anuttaram 
punnakkhettam lokassa). By making 
offerings to the monk, primarily dur-
ing his daily alms round, one accrues 
much benefit in this life and the next. 
The instruction that the monk gives to 
lay followers would normally be con-
sidered religious teaching focusing 
on the overcoming of suffering. The 
monk would not usually be expected 
to give political instruction. I am not 
suggesting that a monk should not act 
politically but highlighting some of 

the issues involved in monastic politi-
cal activity.

Indeed, one of the dilemmas faced 
by the proponent of engaged Bud-
dhism is the seeming reluctance of 
the Buddha to make pronouncements 
about social change. However, it goes 
deeper than this. There is not only 
reluctance within Buddhism to be en-
gaged in politics, but a very real philo-
sophical necessity to remain distant 
from strategies of social change and 
distinct from political involvement. 

In traditional forms of Buddhism 

this dilemma finds part of its articula-
tion with two related ideas. These are 
the relationship between two aspects 
of experience: the “mundane” (lokiya/
loki) ordinary world and the “supra-
mundane” (lokuttara) spiritual world. 
Politics is usually assumed to be part 
of the mundane world while religion is 
part of the supramundane world. 

The mundane world is the realm 
of ordinary experience rooted in crav-
ing and attachment, of which politics 
is part. Involvement in this world is 
not usually directly related to the Bud-
dhist goal of the complete overcoming 
of suffering. Opposed to this is the 
supramundane spiritual and religious 
world, in which a Buddhist strives to 
overcome suffering and escape from 
the cycle of rebirths. For the politi-
cally motivated engaged Buddhist the 
disjuncture between these two op-
posing ideas is rectified and the Bud-
dhist strives for political and religious  
liberation. 

In fact, the two are not seen as 
distinct in engaged Buddhism. The 
mundane and supramundane are 
united and the goal of liberation is 
often seen as achievable in this life. 

Awakening, or Nibbana, is no longer 
a distant aspiration but something 
achievable in this life. There is a focus 
on the here and now, and traditional 
Buddhist cosmological ideas are col-
lapsed with the lessening of a focus 
on the endless rounds of rebirths. 
Importantly, the layperson and the 
monastic are equal in their religious 
aspirations and their position in the 
Buddhist community and they can 
both achieve awakening.

Those who make use of Buddhist 
teachings in a social and political way 
should be aware of the complexity and 
potential philosophical precipices as 
they strive to use Buddhist ideas to 
change the world. Buddhist texts of-
ten stress the idea that to adhere to 
the conviction that “only this is true, 
anything else is wrong” – as one might 
do with a political doctrine or ideol-
ogy – leads to dispute, quarrels, trou-
ble and vexation, which the Buddhist 
path aims to eradicate. In attempting 
to move the focus from the adaptation 
and exploration of the mind to the 
adaptation of the world, the engaged 
Buddhist should be mindful of the 
focus of Buddhist thinking in certain 
key areas. In joining political and reli-
gious ideas, Buddhism is often on un-
familiar ground.

For the engaged Buddhist, suffer-
ing is not only psychological, to be 
overcome by such techniques as medi-
tation, but finds its causes in a wide 
variety of factors. Political struggle, 
among other things, can then be used 
as a technique to overcome suffering. 
Indeed, the same point could be made 
for a nationalistic sentiment being em-
braced by a Buddhist society. Political, 
national and religious endeavour can 
be legitimated in engaged Buddhism. 
In this way we might better under-
stand political and nationalist Bud-
dhist movements in modern Asia that 
do not resemble our romantic notions 
of Buddhism.

Paul Fuller has taught religious studies at 
universities in Southeast Asia, Australia 
and the United Kingdom. His research 
interests include early Indian Buddhist 
philosophy, the Buddhist ideas of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, and ethnocentric 
Buddhism in Myanmar and Sri Lanka.

Paul 
Fuller

newsroom@mmtimes.com

Exiled Vietnamese Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh attends a promotion event for the film Buddha at the 59th International 
Cannes Film Festival in May 2006. He is credited with coining the term “engaged Buddhism” in 1963. Photo: AFP

Engaged Buddhism 
identifies certain 
political, economic 
and social institutions 
as manifestations  
of greed, hatred  
and delusion.

While the Buddha had little to say about politics or social change, engaged Buddhists see ending physical suffering as the path to Nibbana
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Business
No country for old phones

Direct China shipping link starts

DIRECT shipping links with China 
opened last week with the arrival of 
the Chinese container ship Asiatic 
Wave bearing several tonnes of con-
struction materials at the terminal of 
Myanma Industrial Port. 

The vessel had initially set sail for 
the Yangon port from Shanghai on 
January 26.

Ma Wut Hmone, managing direc-
tor of China Shipping, said the direct 
service would be operated by four 
container ships. 

“Generally, the journey time of 
each shipment used to take between 
18 and 25 days. But now it takes only 
13 days,” she said.

U Ko Ko Htoo, chair of Myanma 
Industrial Port, said other Asian and 
European countries were expressing 
interest in initiating direct container 

Trade deficit increases six-fold 
in first half of 2014-15 year

THE trade deficit is becoming an in-
creasing cause for concern as it wid-
ened to K2.3 trillion (US$2.2 billion) in 
the first six months of the 2014-15 finan-
cial year, according to a report issued in 
parliament last week.

Exports totalled K5.632 trillion dur-
ing the April 1 to September 30 period, 
far below the K8.018 trillion in goods 
imported during the period, said the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Planning and Fi-
nancial Development Joint Committee 
report.

Committee members said they were 
concerned the trade deficit is rising too 
quickly, claiming it is six times higher 
than the same trade deficit last year. Their 
figures show the trade deficit for the first 
half of the 2013-14 fiscal year was K394 
billion, compared to K2.386 trillion for 
the first half of the 2014-15 year.

“In order to avoid a continuous 
trade deficit, the trading policies should 
be reviewed, as the trade balance can 
impact the state’s economy,” the com-
mittee urged in a statement.

It said the state should focus on 
building up domestic business rather 

than relying on imports from foreign 
countries, as the trade deficit has grown 
too high.

The International Monetary Fund 
identified a similar trend following a 
staff visit earlier this month.

“The trade deficit increased to 5.5 
percent of GDP in December 2014, as 
imports grew by 25 percent year on 
year for the period April-December 
2014 while exports growth remained 
flat,” it said.

While experts have flagged the ris-
ing trade deficit, some pointed out that 
more imports over exports is not en-
tirely negative.

U Win Oo, a parliamentarian from 
Tanintharyi Region and secretary of the 
Joint Committee, said much of the im-
ports are foreign machinery and other 
products that will be used to fuel future 
economic growth.

“We can’t only take a negative view 
of the trade deficit,” he said. Increased 
foreign investment has brought with it 
future potential for export growth.

U Win Oo added that with the cur-
rent methods of compiling statistics, it 
is not always obvious what portion of 
imports is to boost production capacity 
and what portion are for consumption.

The report said the major groups of 
imports included investment materi-
als, raw materials and products such as 
food stuffs. Exports consisted largely of 
agricultural and fishery products, min-
erals and end products from industry. 
The joint committee noted that exports 
may in fact be higher, but not reflected 
in the statistics due to the prevalence of 
smuggling.

Another Pyidaungsu Hluttaw joint 
committee, this one dealing with public 
accounts, has also waded into the dis-
cussion on the trade deficit.

“The trade deficit can lead to a 
weaker currency, and it can decrease 
the competitive ability of exports as well 
as delayed foreign investment,” it said. 
“That’s why a significant surge in the 
trade deficit needs to be controlled, ac-
cording to a market-oriented economic 
system.”

Part of the strategy to improve on the 
trade deficit must be to develop more 
export-oriented business. This will re-
quire programs providing them with 
bank loans, enabling foreign companies 
into more joint ventures, encouraging 
more export-oriented agriculture, and 
controlling illegal exports and imports.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

A FORMERLY robust market has taken 
a nosedive, as interest in second-hand 
mobile handsets has dissipated.

A range of shops formerly sold old 
mobiles, as new phones were expensive 
and beyond the price of many consum-
ers – even if they could afford a SIM, 
which may cost several hundred dollars.

Cheap handsets, mainly manufac-
tured in China, have changed the calcu-
lation, with some knockoffs or “feature 
phones” with limited data capability 
costing as little as K20,000. Industry 
businesspeople said they have come 
flooding in as SIM cards became more 
accessible.

U Phoe Htaun formerly purchased 
old mobiles from markets in townships 
like Thingangyun and Pabedan, then 
sold them to lower-end consumers keen 
to take advantage of mobile technology, 
but without the money for more expen-
sive phones.

He said the market began to dis-

appear about a year ago, as a rush of 
mobile phones entered the market at 
about the same time SIM cards became 
cheaper with the introduction of Oore-
doo and Telenor.

“These new Chinese phones are 
cheap and the price is basically the 
same as second-hand models,” he said. 
“People think there is no difference in 
price, and so buy a new model.”

“The second-hand phone market is 
dying, and businesspeople are changing 
their career,” he said.

Handset manufacturers and larger 
distributors had formerly focused on 
selling in the major cities, but have 
recently begun branching out into the 
countryside.

Tar Tar phone accessories once ran a 
thriving business purchasing handsets 
on a wholesale business in Yangon and 
then selling them in smaller villages. 
This business model is no longer viable, 
said its owner, as many of the middle-
men have been cut out.

“If you have K10,000 you can buy a 
new handset, so people don’t want to 
bother with second-hand anymore,” he 
said.

Where some used to sell handsets, 
they now sell SIMs. Ko Soe, a resident of 
Hlaing Tharyar township, said SIMs are 

being snapped up, but there is little in-
terest in phone repairpeople anymore.

The owner of Htun mobile shop in 
Mingalar Market said consumers are 
able to choose real phones or cheap 
knockoffs that have the appearance 
of branded phones. The availability 
of these sorts of phones have driven 
off demand of second-hand, branded 
handsets.

These days there are only a few 
customers who purchase second-hand 
handsets, usually because they cannot 
afford a new phone but want a genuine 
product.

Parts of phones also used to com-
mand high value as they were used to 
fix up broken handsets, said the owner 
of TR mobile and accessories wholesale 
shop. “Last year, men with a bag or bas-
ket were always in the street shouting, 
‘I buy old parts’, but now you cannot see 
these guys,” he said. “If electronic prod-
ucts, whether a phone or a rice cooker, 
is damaged, people simply buy a new 
one, because the repair fees and price of 
a new product is the same. That’s why 
the market has been lost,” he said.

Some users say they are still in the 
used-handset business, albeit on a 
micro scale, such as selling their old 
handsets to their friends by using social 
media.

Shwegu Thitsar
khaingsabainyein@gmail.com

The first direct-from-China vessel pulls into a Yangon port. Photo: Thiri Lu
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‘The second-hand 
phone market 
is dying, and 
businesspeople 
are changing their 
career.’

U Phoe Htaun  
Former mobile phone dealer
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There are fewer mobile repair shops, as new models become cheaper. Photo: Staff

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Thai Union Frozen Products Public Company Limited, a company 
organized under the laws of Kingdom of Thailand and having its 
principal office at 979/12 M. Floor, S.M. Tower, Phaholyothin Road, 
Samsennai, Phayathai, Bangkok, 10400, Thailand, is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

Reg: No. IV/3370/2012 Reg: No. IV/3371/2012
Use in respect of: - “Meat, fish, poultry and game; meat extracts; 
preserved, dried and cooked fruits and vegetables; jellies, jams, 
compotes; eggs; milk and milk products; edible oils and fats; all 
goods in this class, especially packaged tuna, packaged sardines, 
packaged mackerel, packaged squids, packaged shrimps, packaged 
clams, packaged crab meats, packaged frozen sea foods, packaged 
sea foods, fish snack, canned meatball;” (International Class 29),

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements, or fraudulent 
intention of the above trademarks will be dealt with according 
to law.

Moe Mynn Thu 
Rouse Myanmar Company Limited
for Thai Union Frozen Products Public Company Limited
Email: myanmar@rouse.com
Dated: 16th February, 2015
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Exchange Rates (February 13 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1162
K307
K760

K31
K1033

K1177
K308
K766

K32
K1037

The economic reasons 
for ending the practice 
of child labour

Dagon City 1 chair 
talks build pause in 
exclusive interview

business 34 property 36

Direct China shipping link starts

Central Bank avoids printing 

PRINTING money may now be in the 
hands of an autonomous Central Bank 
of Myanmar, but there is a ways to go 
until the process is transparent.

Previous governments had directly 
controlled the Central Bank and its 
printing presses, and had often print-
ed money to fund projects or patch 
over deficits. This approach led to 
frequent inflation, as injecting newly 
printed money into an economy at a 
faster rate than production increases 
would cause prices to rise.

Although prices in some goods, no-
tably fuel and food, have been declin-
ing, experts have recently pointed to 
increased inflationary concerns.

The International Monetary Fund 
said in a press release last week that 
inflation was set to increase to 6 per-
cent in 2014-15, from 5.8pc the previ-
ous year, stemming from spending 
pressure in areas such as a large in-
crease in public servants’ salaries.

Officials say they are unsure what 
part money printing plays in inflation 
at present, adding there are other ini-
tiatives underway to fund government 
expenditures.

U Win Myint, secretary of parlia-
ment’s Banks and Monetary Affairs De-
velopment Committee, said the Central 
Bank has not been transparent when 
showing the amount of money it prints.

“The government used to urge 
more money printing, but now with an 
autonomous Central Bank, we should 
wait and see how management of the 
treasury bill market goes - though it 
will take time to develop,” he said.

The first Central Bank-run govern-
ment bond auction of the civilian-gov-
ernment era took place on January 28, 
aiming to fund public expenditures. 
It attracted little interest from com-
mercial banks, with only about half 
the K50 billion in short-term bonds, or 
treasury bills, being sold.

“The Central Bank doesn’t encourage 

printing money,” said one Central Bank 
employee. “On the other hand, we are 
trying to solve the budget deficit prob-
lem with the bill auction.”

The current target is for 50 per-
cent of the government deficit to be 
financed from bills and bonds. Yet the 
level of printing taking place is still 
not public information.

Myanmar kyats are printed at a 
facility in Wazi city, Magwe Region. 
With the mid-2013 Central Bank Law, 
the lender of last resort is officially 
autonomous, though its governor or 
a director can still be replaced by the 
President if he or she is deemed “inca-
pable of discharging his duties”.

Economist U Khine Htun said the 
Central Bank may not be able to veto a 
command directly from the president, 
it is able to recommend the pros and 
cons of printing more money.

“The president and the govern-
ment themselves are well aware of the 
negative effects of high rates of printing 
money,” he said. At some points 20 years 
ago, inflation had been as high as 20pc, 
compared year-on-year, and current ad-
ministrators are well aware of the effects 
of simply printing more money.

“Printing money is a stable rate, if 
not a decreasing trend,” he said. The 
government must take care to main-
tain a budget deficit not exceeding 5pc 
of GDP, meaning it must look at ways 
of increasing income and reducing 
spending.

U Khine Htun said he recommend-
ed cutting unnecessary expenses or 
postponing less-important projects. 
Government staff can also be pushed 
to increase productivity, or more tax 
revenue collected.

Bond and deposit auctions are other 

alternatives to avoid printing money 
for deficit financing, and reduce mon-
ey supply in the economy. Too-rapid 
increase in the money supply is con-
sidered a direct cause of inflation.

Bond issues may reduce the imme-
diate need to print, but represent lia-
bilities that must be paid back, he said.

“To avoid both excessive printing 
and issuing large amounts of debt, it 
is better to manage the budget more 
effectively and efficiently reduce the 
deficit as much as possible,” he said.

Printing has been on the decline 
since the 1990s, when the government 
began selling off state-owned build-
ings and then started natural gas ex-
port to Thailand in 1999, said U Hla 
Maung.

“Huge amounts of money coming 
from the Wazi factory presses was a 
famous hallmark of the former gov-
ernment,” he said.

State revenues are partly depend-
ent on gas exports. While the Ministry 
of Energy has forecast gas export vol-
umes to increase this year, prices have 
also decline considerable, meaning it 
is hard to tell yet if 2015 revenue from 
gas will come in above or below 2014.

Another large event on the horizon 
is government plans to increase civil 
servant salaries, which may become a 
burden for balancing the budget.

“So the source of money [to fund 
the budget] is fairly obvious, as the 
government doesn’t have many ways 
to make money,” said U Hla Maung.

Aye Thidar 
Kyaw

ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

shipment services to Myanmar 
now that the country’s doors are 
open to foreign commerce.

Traditionally, most container 
shipments from China to Myan-
mar transited via Singapore or 
other ports. 

U Ko Ko Htoo said the direct 
shipment link could not only 
speed up both imports and ex-
ports, but generate a rapid cash 
flow for traders and business-
people. 

“I think the cost of direct 
shipment will be about 20 to 30 
percent cheaper than before,” he 
said.

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

The first direct-from-China vessel pulls into a Yangon port. Photo: Thiri Lu

‘We are trying to 
solve the budget 
deficit with the bill 
auction.’

Central Bank official
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List of rice exporters 
approved for China trade 
draws industry criticism

A LIST of nine Myanmar companies 
legally allowed to export rice to Chi-
na has come under fire from rivals, 
who say it has missed out on some 
of the most capable firms.

The list is an outcome of negotia-
tions between the two countries as 
part of efforts to legalise the trade. 
While China is the large destination 
for rice exports, from Beijing’s point 
of view the trade has not been legal 
due to a lack of formal agreements.

A first step was taken to legalise 
the trade in September 2014 with 
a memorandum of understanding. 
Over 100 companies have applied to 
take part in the trade, but Chinese 
authorities requested less than ten. 
The Myanmar Rice Federation has 
now chosen nine companies that 
will be able to begin legal exports.

Myanmar Rice Federation of-
ficials say the nine were chosen 
because they are not threats to 
monopolise the market, while the 
China trade will also prove to be a 
boon for these smaller companies in 
the industry.

Rejected firms took issue with 
the choice of companies, saying the 
list appears to not cover the compa-
nies that could best meet the quality 
standards and quantity demanded 
by China.

A leading rice trader request-
ing anonymity said China would 

like to import from the best local 
companies.

“Some of the chosen companies 
have not even received company 
registrations,” he said.

Although Myanmar Rice Federa-
tion officials had previously hoped 
to start the trade early in 2015, they 
now say the earliest date will likely 
be the end of April. Meanwhile, the 
chosen companies must register and 
prove the quality of their products 
before they can export.

China had generally turned a 
blind eye to Myanmar rice exports, 
with the exception of a significant 
crackdown that took place in Sep-
tember last year.

London summit aims to 
demystify investment

UNITED Kingdom companies are 
keen on opportunities in Myanmar, 
but can struggle to get accurate in-
formation on the local business envi-
ronment, according to Lisa Weedon, 
Yangon-based director of United 
Kingdom Trade and Investments.

A large-scale summit is being or-
ganised for London this week, aim-
ing to assist UK firms with identify-
ing opportunities and understanding 
the situation on the ground, along 
with receiving practical advice.

“There’s an awful lot of interest 
in what’s happening here from the 
UK business community in terms of 
the opportunities it might present. 
And there’s an awful lot of people 
who struggle to get accurate up-to-
date information, so the objective of 
this conference is to take a little bit 
of Burma to London and showcase 
what there is in terms of business 
opportunities,” said Ms Weedon in a 
Yangon interview.

British companies tend to be more 
risk-averse than some of the other 
countries in the region, she said.

“I’m trying to demystify a little 
bit for them what this country is, 
and what the opportunities are and 

how to do business here,” said Ms 
Weedon. “Make it a little less scary 
and encourage them to not just dip 
their toe in the water but jump in 
and begin doing business here.”

Several senior Myanmar govern-
ment officials and prominent busi-
nesspeople from companies such as 
City Mart and Parami Energy are 
slated to attend the February 19 con-
ference, which is expected to attract 
150 to 200 attendees.

Ms Weedon said British compa-
nies have been particularly successful 
in Myanmar working in financial ser-
vices and energy, adding there will be 
sessions directed to those industries. 

While these two sectors are in-
creasingly important, she said she is 
most impressed when British busi-
ness has a measurable local impact. 
While admitting UK investment has 
been somewhat limited, she pointed 

to Unilever’s second factory as an in-
stance of local job creation by a UK 
firm.

The UK is listed as the fifth-larg-
est approved investor in Myanmar 
by the Directorate of Investment and 
Company Administration (DICA), 
and the largest non-Asian source, 
representing about 7 percent of the 
total. However, Ms Weedon said that 
much of that is investment from the 
British Virgin Islands, which is in-
vestment that does not provide an 
economic benefit to the UK economy.

“DICA’s system at the moment 
doesn’t separate sort-of genuine UK 
investment and BVI investment, so 
that’s why those figures look a lot 
more optimistic then I’m afraid they 
are,” she said. “In reality we are in 
the same place as the French and the 
Germans. We account for 1 or 2pc of 
Myanmar’s total investment.”

Asked whether she thought inter-
national interest is waning in Myan-
mar, Ms Weedon said many compa-
nies are consolidating the position 
they’ve already developed. 

“There was definitely a kind of 
gold rush in 2012. The world and 
his wife was on a plane because they 
heard Myanmar was the new hot 
spot, the place to go. And I think 
those people came but they quickly 
realised there’s undoubtedly oppor-
tunity but it’s not a quick win. And if 
you want to do business here you’ve 
got to be willing to invest, to stick it 
out,” she said.

Zaw Htike
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The chosen companies

•	 Myanmar Agribusiness 
Public Company

•	 Myanmar Rice Mail
•	 FPR, founded by the 

Myanmar Rice Traders 
Association

•	 Golden Land East Asia
•	 MRDC, founded by 

Mandalay Region traders
•	 A company formed by 

Bayintnaung commodity 
market

•	 Ayer-Pathein Company
•	 SPRDC, founded by Muse 

traders
•	 Rakhine Ethnic Rice 

Company
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Ministry of Energy to complete 
joint ventures by October

THE Ministry of Energy intends to fin-
ish the process of forming joint ven-
tures between its state-owned firms 
and foreign partners by October, ac-
cording to an announcement.

State-owned enterprises have come 
under increased government pressure 
to reform, with a number of experts 
pointing to them as hobbling the 
economy due to poor management 
while draining government resources.

The Ministry of Energy last year 
announced it was planning to form 
joint ventures for its prominent state-
owned enterprises, including Myan-
ma Oil and Gas Enterprise (MOGE), 
Myanmar Petrochemical Enterprise 
and Myanmar Petroleum Products 
Enterprise.

“A management committee has 
been formed to handle the tendering 
process. It is a part of the corporati-
sation process for state-owned enter-
prises,” said the ministry’s announce-
ment in state media, which was to 

mark four years’ oversight by civilian 
government for the ministry.

MOGE invited international com-
panies last year for joint venture 
projects in drilling services, pipeline 
construction and maintenance, and 
seismic acquisition services in on-
shore projects.

It received 26 official letters ex-
pressing interest from companies 
in joining for the drilling service, 28 
letters for pipeline construction and 
maintenance, and 15 letters for seis-
mic acquisition service.

“The joint venture process for 
these service projects is going to be 
completed in October this year,” said 
the announcement.

These are not the only joint ven-
tures the Ministry of Energy is form-
ing. It also began conducting a search 
for a partner in the Thanlyin Refinery 
Joint Venture Project last year. It aims 
to rehabilitate the aging facility, hop-
ing to domestically produce finished 
products that are currently most im-
ported.

Thai-firm PTT was ultimately se-
lected for the project, with Singapore’s 
Puma Energy declared the runner-up, 
in a race that ultimately attracted three 
foreign firms and one local firm. A final 
agreement to form the joint venture 

is still being worked on. The two top 
firms, PTT and Puma, switched places 
for a tender to import and distribute 
jet fuel, with Puma winning and PTT 
declared runner-up.

Another Ministry of Energy joint 
venture project is the Nyaung Don 
LPG plant in Ayeyarwaddy Region. 
Some 22 companies showed inter-
ested, with a pre-qualification list of 
11 companies revealed by the ministry 
last year.

“The joint venture projects of 
Thanlyin Refinery and Nyaung Don 
LPG plant are going to be finalised in 
October too,” the statement said. “The 
ministry will also go on to do a joint 
venture for the businesses of the De-
partment of Transporting Petroleum 
and Petrochemical in November.”

The Ministry of Energy played 
a larger role prior to 2010, when the 
government broke its monopoly in 
some areas.

IN BRIEF

Renovations completed at oldest 
hydropower station
The Ministry of Electric Power said the 
refurbishment of Baluchaung hydro-
power station is now complete. 

The re-installation of turbines and 
generators and renovation of other 
parts of the facility aimed to improve 
generation capacity at the country’s 
oldest hydropower station, which is 
now 55 years old. 

The project was begun last year 
with financing from a Japanese loan, 
aiming to safely improve generation 
capacity for a period of 50 years.

First low-head dam planned for 
Mandalay Region
The first low-head dam in the country 
will be built in Pyin Oo Lwin township, 
Mandalay Region, according to the 
Ministry of Electric Power. 

The Deedote hydropower project 
will use excess water from the nearby 
Yeywar hydro dam to generate up to 
279.6 million kilowatt hours annually, it 
said. The project is supported by a loan 
from the Austrian government. 

The Ministry of Electric Power 
and Austria’s Ministry for Transport, 
Innovation and Technology signed a 
memorandum of understanding last 
May to build the project. 

Swiss company Stucky Sa will be 
project consultants for four years.

Two more deals for hydropower 
inked for Kachin State 
The Ministry of Electric Power and 
Yunnan Baoshin Electric Power inked 
two memorandums of understanding 
to build hydropower projects in Kachin 
State last week. 

The Chinese firm, in partnership 
with a local mining company, will start 
a feasibility study at Sadone, in Win-
emaw township, Kachin State. 

The two hydroprojects will together 
have a total installed capacity of 295 
megawatts.

Kachin State dams have proven 
controversial in the past, with the 
high-profile Mysitone dam frozen by 
President U Thein Sein.

MIC permitted two more energy 
investments, though no PSCs yet
Investments from Unocal Myan-
mar Offshore and Statoil Myanmar 
Private Limited were approved by 
the Myanmar Investment Commis-
sion last week, though they must still 
sign agreements governing resource 
extraction.

Unocal, owned by Chevron, was 
awarded shallow water block A-5 
in the Rakhine Basin last year, in 
partnership with Myanmar firm Royal 
Marine Engineering. Norway’s Statoil 
has partnered with ConocoPhilips for 
deepwater block AD-10, which it won in 
the 2013 offshore bidding round. 

The two companies must still sign 
production sharing contracts with 
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise before 
exploration and production activities 
can begin at the sites. 

– Aung Shin

IMF lowers GDP forecast as  
agriculture sector slows
The domestic economy is expected to 
grow at a slower pace this fiscal year 
than last year, due to deceleration in 
the agricultural sector, according to the 
International Monetary Fund.

It pegged 2013-14 fiscal year real 
GDP growth at 8.3 percent, a half-
percent lower than the 7.8pc GDP 
growth it expects for 2014-15, a press 
release said.

“The growth outlook of the Myan-
mar economy remains favorable over 
the medium term, but downside risks 
for the near term have increased,” the 
release said.

It had also projected growth of 
8.5pc for 2014-15 in an October press 
release following consultations inside 
the country.

An IMF team led by Yongzheng Yang 
visited from January 28 to February 5, 
meeting with a number of government 
representatives. 

– Jeremy Mullins

A guard completes his rounds at a Ministry of Energy compound near Yangon. 
Photo: Zarni Phyo
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DICA 
promises 
three-day 
finish

GOVERNMENT officials are target-
ing a three-day turnaround for the 
paperwork necessary to launch a 
business.

Permits for company registra-
tion, operating licences and permis-
sions will all be obtainable in three 
days – if the submitted documents 
are in order, according to National 
Planning and Economic Develop-
ment deputy minister Daw Le Le 
Thein.

Speaking in an Amyotha Hlut-
taw session held on February 3, 
she said the Directorate of Invest-
ment and Company Administra-
tion has been working to decrease 
procedures that businesses must go 
through, aiming to make it more 
convenient in Yangon, Mandalay, 
Taunggyi and Mawlamyine, as well 
as Nay Pyi Taw.

She added the website www.dica.
gov.com has useful information on 
permits, while government minis-
tries are attempting to give talks 
and share information in regional 
and state cities on business permit 
approvals.

“Other ministries and depart-
ments are also offering statements, 
talks and information on their 
agenda, and are trying to spread 
awareness through the media,” she 
said.

Beginning last year, the National 
Planning and Economic Develop-
ment Ministry has opened branches 
in all regions and states as well as 
Nay Pyi Taw, specifically aiming 
to assist small and medium busi-
nesses.

The Directorate of Investment 
and Company Administration was 
formed in 1993 under the Ministry 
of National Planning and Economic 
Development. 

It has also begun publishing 
books to explain to smaller and me-
dium businesses the process of re-
ceiving approval.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Kyaukphyu bidders 
come from China

THE ongoing tender to build por-
tions of Kyaukphyu special eco-
nomic zone has attracted interest 
almost entirely from Chinese firms.

Of the total 12 companies that 
have so far entered bids, 11 are 
from mainland China and the oth-
er one is a local company, accord-
ing to a businessperson close to the 
situation.

The Bid Evaluation and 
Awarding Committee (BEAC) 
plans to award the tender to build 
three areas – a deep sea port, a 
residential area and an indus-
trial park – at the end of Febru-
ary. The tender has been delayed, 
with a winner originally set to be 
announced in December.

U Tin Cho, an advisor at Par-
ami Energy Group, said the SEZ 
should be a corridor for domestic 
trade flows out to external mar-
kets, as it will be the main gateway 
for market access for businesses in 

western Myanmar.
“The government should think 

how the SEZ can profit our coun-
try,” he said. 

“Unless it does, we might lose 
our resources without receiving 
benefits, like in previous projects 
with Chinese companies.”

Other experts say they still have 
high hopes for the project, which 
can provide important trade link-
ages.

If the projects is to work, it is 
essential to enforce law and order 
efficiently, said Daw Tin Tin Htey, 
former director from the Foreign 
Economic Relation Department.

“We have to cooperate with both 
China and India, but there must 
also be accountability, transparen-
cy and responsible businesspeople 
[at Kyaukphyu SEZ],” she said.

The SEZ was first announced 
in September 2013. It aimed to be 
more of a business collaboration 
than other zones like Thilawa and 
Dawei, which have involved signifi-
cant government support.

An SEZ master plan was un-
veiled in June 2014, with phase 
one initially targeted to begin in 
March this year on 19 square kilo-
metres with an initial investment 
of US$227 million.

Several tenders to together 
build the first phase have been 
postponed. The process was ini-
tially to be wrapped up by last De-
cember, though authorities have 
since pushed it back to the end of 
February, claiming they are work-
ing hard to get it right.

BEAC joint secretary U Aung 
Kyaw Than said the final step in 
the process is extremely sensitive 
and is being judged by the appro-
priate committee.

“We are careful about the de-
cision-making process. We don’t 
want to make nonsense,” he said. 
U Aung Kyaw Than declined to 
discuss what firms were being con-
sidered at this stage, adding the 
eventual award winners will be 
publically displayed.

Parami Energy chief execu-
tive Ken Tun said the committee 
should make sure the project has 
long-term benefits for Myanmar’s 
economy rather than making any 
urgent decision.

“We need to think about the 
situation in the long term,” he said.

Environmental Impact As-
sessment department head U Tin 
Than said environmental and so-
cial impact assessments must be 
completed.
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First test well 
for deepwater 
appraisal sunk
 
The first deepwater appraisal 
well in Myanmar waters was dug 
by Chinnery Assets Limited, part 
of China National Petroleum 
Corporation (CNPC), the Ministry 
of Energy said on February 8.

Chinese rig Hai Yang Shi You 
981 dug the Aung Pyay Hein well 
in deepwater block AG-1, aiming 
to search for hydrocarbons at a 
depth of 1731 metres (5679 feet).

The firm has held the rights 
to explore blocks AD-1, AD-6 
and AD-8 since 2008.

“CNPC suspended activities 
in the prior exploration period in 
these blocks late in 2008 when 
there was a border conflict with 
China,” a Ministry of Energy of-
ficial said. “They resume seismic 
acquisition activities around 
2013, and the Aung Pyay Hein (1) 
appraisal well is the first deep-
water well in Myanmar.”

It was mostly Chinese and 
Thai firms operating in the oil 
and gas industry during the 
period of Western sanctions.

A large-scale offshore bid-
ding round was conducted in 
2013. 

– Aung Shin

CB takes its 
business 
banking plans 
digital

CB Bank has taken aim at en-
terprise customers with business 
internet banking, the next stage in 
the bank’s rollout of electronic fi-
nancial services.  

The new banking initiative al-
lows customers to transfer funds 
in Myanmar and across its borders, 
pay employee salaries, redirect cash 
across accounts and more, accord-
ing to the company.

The firm announced the busi-
ness banking push at a press event 
on February 11. It has partnered 
with Temenos, a Switzerland-based 
software company.

Temenos official Lee Volante 
said there is a bright digital future 
ahead for the industry.

 “I’m going to talk about ‘the fu-
ture is digital,’” he said. “And for CB 
Bank, the future is now, but that’s 
not the end.”

Online and mobile banking op-
tions have gathered more interst 
recently. – Catherine Trautwein
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Orders for Cambodia 
garments dry up with 
minimum wage hike
Reports that buyer orders in Cam-
bodia’s garment sector slowed to a 
crawl toward the end of 2014 have 
triggered mixed reasoning from in-
dustry representatives.

Ken Loo, secretary-general at 
the Garment Manufacturers Asso-
ciation of Cambodia (GMAC) said 
the slowdown is due to rapid wage 
hikes, frequent strikes, political in-
stability, and negative media cover-
age that “damaged the competitive-
ness of Cambodian factories”.

“This should not be to every-
body’s surprise given what has 
happened in the past 18 months,” 
GMAC deputy secretary-general 
Kaing Monika said. “The industry 
is heading downward definitely.”

Cambodia’s minimum wage 
has increased twice, from US$80 
to $100 a month in February 2014, 
and again to $128 a month in Janu-
ary 1, 2015, following nationwide 
strikes of garment workers in Janu-
ary 2014, resulting in five people be-
ing killed. – The Phnom Penh Post

Tourist numbers drop off 
SINGAPORE reported its first decline 
in visitor arrivals since the global fi-
nancial crisis, as a new Chinese law 
curbed tourists from the mainland 
while political turmoil in Thailand 
and aviation disasters damped travel.

Visitors to the tropical island na-
tion fell 3.1 percent to 15.1 million in 
2014, the first drop since 2009, the Sin-
gapore Tourism Board said. Tourism 
receipts totaled S$23.5 billion (US$17 
billion), unchanged from the previous 
year.

Weakening tourism adds to risks 
for Singapore, which unexpectedly 
eased monetary policy last month as 
growth slowed amid a faltering global 
economy. The Southeast Asian island, 
home to an Asian leg of the Formula 
One series and two casino resorts, had 
previously targeted 17 million tourist 
arrivals for 2015.

“We had somewhat stormy weath-
er,” tourism board chief executive Li-
onel Yeo told reporters in Singapore 
on February 11. The original target for 
2015 was set in 2004, before the global 

financial crisis, and the agency will 
release an updated projection for this 
year later, he said.

The number of Indonesian visitors, 
who made up the biggest group of ar-
rivals last year, fell 2pc to 3 million as 
the rupiah depreciated, while travelers 
from China dropped 24pc to 1.7 mil-
lion. 

Numbers from Malaysia, Australia, 
Japan and the Philippines also fell.

Chinese arrivals were hurt by the 
country’s tourism law, regional socio-
political issues and the plane disas-
ters, the tourism board said. China’s 
economic growth is slowing, adding to 
the impact of a new law that clamped 
down on cut-price shopping tours.

“We do see some headwinds in 
2015,” Mr Yeo said. “It’s a mixed picture 
because we think that there are also 
other things working in our favour.”

Last year was the worst for the 
aviation industry globally since 2005, 
discouraging tourists from traveling in 
the region. 

–  Bloomberg

Dhaka

Businesspeople protest 
Bangladesh breakdown

Bangladesh businessmen take part in a protest against an ongoing nationwide strike and blockade. Photo: AFP

THOUSANDS of business leaders pro-
tested in the Bangladesh capital against 
a month-long campaign of anti-govern-
ment violence that they say has cost the 
economy nearly $10 billion. 

Garment factory owners and other 
business leaders joined hands and 
waved national flags in Dhaka and oth-
er major cities, calling for an end to the 
opposition-led strikes and nationwide 
transport blockade.

Protesters told the Dhaka rally 
the economy suffered 750 billion taka 
(US$10 billon) in losses in the 33 days 
since opposition leader Khaleda Zia 
called the protests to try to topple the 
government. 

“We’ve seen with great concern that 
non-stop blockade and strikes since 
the beginning of the year have crippled 
the economy,” said Kazi Akram Uuddin 
Ahmed, president of the Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

“This situation can’t go on. The busi-
nessmen’s backs are now on the wall.”

The garment sector, the mainstay of 
the economy, has alone lost nearly $4 
billion as the campaign halts exports to 
Western retailers who are being forced 

to look to other countries to fill orders, 
he said. 

Finance Minister AMA Muhith said 
the blockade was having a “severe” im-
pact on businesses outside the capital 
and the economy might not reach 7.2 
percent projected growth this year. Ms 
Zia called the indefinite blockade of 
roads, railways and waterways after po-
lice confined the former two-time pre-
mier to her office on January 3 as she 
tried to mobilise protests. 

Some 79 people have been killed 
in the violence, as opposition activists 

firebomb trucks, buses and cars to try 
to enforce the blockade. 

Ms Zia denies her Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) party is behind the 
violence, but has vowed to continue the 
blockade until Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina agrees to new polls.

Ms Zia leads a 20-party opposition 
alliance which boycotted a general elec-
tion last year on the grounds it would 
be rigged. On February 8 one person 
died in hospital in the northern city of 
Bogra after the bus on which he was 
travelling was firebombed. Officers shot 
dead a protester elsewhere, police said.

Ten people were killed on February 7 
when protesters firebombed a bus and 
a truck in one of the deadliest episodes 
of the campaign. Authorities have de-
ployed thousands of troops and police 
to guard vehicles and more than 10,000 
protesters have been arrested, but the 
unrest shows no sign of abating.

Bangladesh is the world’s second 
largest garment exporter after China. 
The sector provides jobs for four million 
people, mostly women, and has spurred 
economic growth to over 6 percent a 
year in the last decade. – AFP

singapore

‘We’ve seen with 
great concern that 
non-stop blockade 
and strikes ... crippled 
the economy.’

Kazi Akram Uudin Ahmed 
Bangladesh business association

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Hankook Tire Co., Ltd. a company 
organized under the laws of Republic of Korea and having its 
principal office at 133, Teheran-ro (Yeoksam-dong), Gangnam-
gu, Seoul, 135-723, Korea is the owner and sole proprietor of the 
following trademark:-

(Reg: No. IV/11672/2014)
in respect of :- “Automobile tires; bicycle tires; casings for pneumatic 
tires; covers for tires; motorcycle tires; adhesive rubber patches 
for repairing inner tubes; inner tubes for bicycles; inner tubes for 
motorcycles; inner tubes for pneumatic tires; inner tubes for vehicle 
wheels; inner tubes for vehicle tires; luggage nets for vehicles; 
pneumatic tires; repair outfits for inner tubes; rims for vehicle wheels; 
saddle covers for bicycles; saddle covers for motorcycles; safety belts 
for vehicle seats; brake segments for vehicles; shock absorbers for 
vehicles; ski carriers for cars; spikes for tires; studs for tires; tires for 
vehicle wheels; tires, solid, for vehicle wheels;  treads for retreading 
tires; treads for vehicles [roller belts]; treads for vehicles [tractor type]; 
tubeless tires for bicycles; tubeless tires for motorcycles; valves for 
vehicle tires; vehicle wheel tires” -International Class:12

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Hankook Tire Co., Ltd. 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                    Dated: 16th February, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Hankook Tire Worldwide Co., Ltd. a 
company organized under the laws of Republic of Korea and having its 
principal office at #647-15, Yoksam-dong, Kangnam-gu, Seoul, Korea is 
the owner and sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

(Reg: Nos. IV/11671/2014)
in respect of :- “Automobile tires; Bicycle tires; casings for pneumatic tires; 
covers for tires; motorcycle tires; adhesive rubber patches for repairing 
inner tubes; inner tubes for bicycles; inner tubes for motorcycles; inner 
tubes for pneumatic tires; inner tubes for vehicle wheels; inner tubes for 
vehicle tires; luggage nets for vehicles; pneumatic tires; repair outfits for 
inner tubes; rims for vehicle wheels; saddle covers for bicycles; saddle 
covers for motorcycles; safety belts for vehicle seats; brake segments for 
vehicles; shock absorbers for vehicles; ski carriers for cars; spikes for tires; 
studs for tires; tires for vehicle wheels; tires, solid, for vehicle wheels; treads 
for retreading tires; treads for vehicles [roller belts]; treads for vehicles 
[tractor type]; tubeless tires for bicycles; tubeless tires for motorcycles; 
valves for vehicle tires; vehicle wheel tires” Int’l Class: 12

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Hankook Tire Worldwide Co., Ltd. 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                         Dated: 16th February, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC CORPORATION, a corporation 
established under the laws of Japan, of 7-3 Marunouchi 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 18844/2014
in respect of “Class 11: Refrigerators”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for MITSUBISHI ELECTRIC CORPORATION 
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 16 February 2015
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THE children of Myanmar are an im-
portant part of the Myanmar economy. 
They work as servants, factory workers 
and farm workers – often to replace 
adults who migrate to get better jobs in 
neighboring countries. 

The recruitment of children, who are 
normally paid less and easily controlled, 
has become a business model for many 
successful teashops and factories in My-
anmar. According to Maplecroft’s Child 
Labour Index, the country ranked a 
staggering 3rd among 197 countries in 
child labour prevalence; only Somalia 
and Eritrea ranked higher. Yes, Myan-
mar has made it way to the top of the 
table again, with one-third of its chil-
dren working in dangerous construction 
sites, mines, factories and in agriculture. 

Although the government has signed 
with the ILO to ratify the Child Labour 
Convention, child labour remains a 
common sight in Myanmar. Many un-
derage males work as waiters at tea 
shops, while girls from various villages 
go to cities like Yangon or Mandalay to 
work as cleaners, house-helpers or even 
in brothels. But the largest numbers are 
on farms or in factories.

Amy is a typical example of the prob-
lem. She is a young Kayin worker in 
Yangon, who started working as a serv-
ant at the age of 13. She told me that 
going to Yangon to work has become 
a trend for Kayin children from rural 
villages. Stories about wonderful build-
ings, big cinemas and the money they 
could earn from working in Yangon in-
stead of going to school have led many 
young boys and girls to move. 

In many cases, these children are 
not stopped by their parents since they 
cannot afford the money for school and 
private tuition, which is normally made 
compulsory by teachers. Amy explained 
that her parents take her earnings. Par-
ents from villages come to the houses 
where their children work to take sala-
ries for three to four years in advance, 
meaning that the child would never be 
allowed to leave the job. 

She said she was not happy at the 

house: “They don’t increase my salary, 
keep me at home all day, and the maxi-
mum holiday I get each year is a week 
- and there is nothing I can do about it. 
My dad has taken US$3000 from them 
and I cannot leave.”

Child helpers can work for up to 16 
hours a day, starting their day at 5am in 
the morning and working until 9pm at 
night. Weak enforcement of laws about 
child labour has made life difficult for 
the millions of underage workers who 
are underpaid and overworked. Yet it is 
common and accepted practice in My-
anmar. The prevalence of child labour 
in the country is not only due to pov-
erty, but also due to the poor education 
system, domestic violence, civil war, 
and the migration of adult workers to 
Thailand and elsewhere.

Tackling child labour in a commu-
nity where child labour is accepted 
and encouraged is a huge challenge. 
Families rely on their income; employ-
ers want them to keep working; other 
children want their jobs. Yet the conse-
quences of neglecting the child labour 
crisis are high..

The economic imperative behind 
halting child labour
Those who presently employ children 
will complain – as will their parents. 
But children have rights, one of which 
is to access basic education. It is the job 
of government to enforce the rights of 
children, which is also in their best in-

terest. Tea shops and factories will just 
have to pay more for older workers.

Already there is talk that the coun-
try’s growth is suffering from a shortage 
of skilled labour. Myanmar’s record of 
high literacy is under threat. As op-
portunities for work by children have 
expanded with recent growth, we are 
now bringing up a new generation of 
illiterate youth. They, and Myanmar, 
will remain trapped in low-productivity 
employment. Illiteracy also undermines 
democracy. 

Needless to say, child labour should 
be made illegal and Myanmar should 
enforce the employment of children, 
while at the same time providing free, 
quality primary-school education. But 
for many still, the long habit of employ-
ing children in Myanmar makes en-
forcement a problem. We need to edu-
cate the population and convince them 
that this a problem and that children 
working is wrong. Make no mistake: 
Getting kids out of work and back into 
schools is not just a nice thing to do, it is 
an economic development imperative.

Neelam Bhusal is a local economist 
at Mekong Economics, a development 
consultancy organisation, specialising in 
conducting policy research and project 
evaluations across the Southeast Asia 
region for donor organisations including 
the World Bank, ADB, bilateral donors and 
INGOs.

Opinion

The economic cost of 
the child labour crisis

Future earnings potential is stymied through child labour. Photo: Thiri Lu

HSBC shows a pattern with Swiss scandal
EUROPE’S biggest bank HSBC is fight-
ing off claims that it helped rich cli-
ents globally dodge taxes through its 
Swiss arm – the latest in a long line of 
scandals to hit the group.

With a quarter of a million employ-
ees, a market capitalisation of nearly 
US$200 billion (176 billion euros) and 
one of the world’s most prominent ad-
vertising campaigns, HSBC is hard to 
miss.

While its brand is splashed across 
billboards and airports around the 
world, its reputation has been tar-
nished in recent years by a string of 
high-profile controversies.

Allegations emerged February 9 
that HSBC’s Swiss private bank divi-
sion helped rich clients avoid millions 
of dollars in tax after an employee, 
Herve Falciani, stole secret files in 
2007 and turned whistleblower.

In 2012, HSBC agreed to pay out 
$1.92 billion to US authorities for over-
sight failures which meant Mexican 
drug traffickers could launder money 
through its accounts and banned 
transactions took place from Iran.

Last year, it was charged with ma-
nipulating a key inter-bank lending 
rate by the European Commission.

Its foreign currency traders were 
also implicated in a scheme to make 
money by rigging markets, uncovered  
last year.

“There is a deliberate strategy by 
the bank to appeal to wealthy clients 
around the world, particularly in Asia, 
where HSBC has a major presence 
in Hong Kong and Singapore,” said 
Maxime Mathon, a spokesperson for 
Paris-based equity research house Al-
phaValue.

The financial behemoth is head-
quartered in one of London’s tallest 
buildings, a vast skyscraper in the 
ultra-modern Canary Wharf office dis-
trict. But that belies its history, rooted 
in the British empire of the 19th cen-
tury. The Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation Limited was set 
up in Hong Kong in 1865 by Thomas 
Sutherland, a Scotsman who saw a 
niche catering to local businesses.

It grew quickly across Asia, North 
America and Europe, becoming one of 

the world’s major banks by the end of 
the 20th century.

It now has some 50 million clients 
in 74 different countries around the 
world.

Like most globalised banks, HSBC 
has a whole range of different opera-
tions, from high street retail banking 
to trading on global money markets 
and private banking, which helps 
some of the world’s richest people 
make the most out of their money.

Since the 2008 financial crisis, atti-
tudes have changed to what is permis-
sible for banks to do in pursuit of the 
highest returns for clients, experts say. 

“This HSBC story is a legacy of 
what did exist in private banking be-
fore the financial crisis and that the 
governments around the world don’t 
want to exist any more,” said Arun 
Melmane, an analyst at investment 
bank Canaccord Genuity.

HSBC’s Swiss banking arm insists 
it has undergone a “radical transfor-
mation” since 2008 to stop its services 
being used to evade taxes or launder 
money. – AFP

London

neelam 
bhusal

newsroom@mmtimes.com

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
CTBAT International Co. Limited, a company organized under 
the laws of Hong Kong, China (SAR) carrying on business as and 
having its principal office at 29th Floor , Oxford House , Taikoo 
Place , 979 King’s Road , Island East , Hong Kong is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following Trade marks :-

Myanmar Registration Number-4/16566/2014

 Myanmar Registration Number-4/16567/2014

Myanmar Registration Number-4/16568/2014
Used in respect of :- “Cigarettes, tobacco, tobacco products, lighters; 
matches; smokers’ articles.” in International Class 34.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.       

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. BATMark Limited)
Dated. 16 February 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that City Spark International Co., Ltd. 
a company organized under the laws of Thailand and having its 
principal office at No. 476-492 Rama III Road, Bangklo Sub-district, 
Bangkorlaem District, Bangkok 10120 Thailand is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. IV/18739/2014)

Reg: No. IV/18740/2014)
The above two trademarks are in respect of :-
“Electric meters, circuit breakers, sockets [electric connections], 
fuses” – Class: 9

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for City Spark International Co., Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 16th February, 2015



Job Watch Yangon/Brussels, 5 February 2015 

Job Opportunity 
Executive Director for “EuroCham Myanmar”

About EuroCham Myanmar 

The European Chamber in Myanmar – EuroCham - was formally 
launched on 12 December 2014 in Yangon, through a grant contract 
between the European Union (EU) and a Consortium composed of the 
French Myanmar Chamber and EUROCHAMBRES Brussels.

The EuroCham will serve as the voice of European business in 
Myanmar, contribute to a better business climate in the country, 
and promote trade and investment relations with the EU. It will be 
established as a separate legal entity under Myanmar law, and 
incorporate bilateral Chambers and European companies in its 
structure.

The EuroCham will have dedicated staff and premises. For the 5 year 
duration of the EU grant, EuroCham will work under the legal authority 
of the French Myanmar Chamber. 

In order to kick start the establishment and management of this 
EuroCham, the Consortium is looking to recruit a very talented:

EuroCham Executive Director (m/f)  
based in Yangon, Myanmar 

The Director will play a critical role in creating, managing and developing 
the EuroCham Myanmar as the key organization representing EU 
businesses in Myanmar, in close cooperation with the Consortium and 
in compliance with the EU grant contract.
More specifically, he/she should: 
▪	 Contribute to the governance and legal establishment of the 

EuroCham, in support of the Consortium
▪	 Maintain and expand membership to deliver strategy and revenue 
▪	 Establish and manage a team of up to 10 staff members 
▪	 Help identifying and manage office facilities for the EuroCham team
▪	 Develop sustainable business plans and annual work plans, 

in compliance with the EuroCham objectives and governance 
structures 

▪	 Take responsibility for manage budget and reporting, and to secure 
income 

▪	 Maintain close relations with key partners, including the EU 
Delegation in Yangon and the Consortium partners, and stakeholders

▪	 Coordinate priority projects and ensure successful delivery of 
activities, including work on advocacy 

▪	 Establish a wide stakeholders' network in Myanmar
▪	 Liaise with government and private sector counterparts, as well as 

with other EuroChams in the region 
▪	 Prepare reports and policy papers based on the thorough analysis 

of relevant economic and policy issues 
The EuroCham Director is a post with high visibility, operating in a 
complex environment. He/she should therefore have the following 
minimum requirements:
▪	 Minimum 10 years of international experience in both private and 

public sectors 
▪	 Extensive experience in international economic and trade issues 

relevant to Myanmar 
▪	 International experience working and living in multi-cultural and 

multi-racial environments 
▪	 Proven experience in engaging with government to remove barriers 

or enhance regulatory environment 
▪	 Negotiation experience 
▪	 Experience in managing projects and teams, competence in 
handling financials 

▪	 Leadership and management experience in shaping directions and 
driving performance 

▪	 Highly proficient communications skills in English, spoken and 
written 

▪	 Entrepreneurial desire to develop a new organization
Conditions 
▪	 The Consortium offers a consultancy contract, linked to the 

duration of the programme (5 years - renewable), with appropriate 
remuneration commensurate to the experience and fringe benefits.

▪	 Position to be filled as soon as possible. 
▪	 Based in Yangon (Myanmar), with regular travel within ASEAN and 

occasional travel to Europe. 

Applications (CV and motivation letter) should be addressed to  
Mr. Julien Esch, President of the French Myanmar Chamber, exclusively  
by e-mail to director@ccifrance-myanmar.org, no later than 
23rd February 2015. 

Only shortlisted candidates will be notified and invited for interview.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
379-383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada T/S, Yangon

Email applications to: mcmhrd@myanmartimes.com.mm

Challenging Media Sales Position
	 MCM is looking for an excellent candidate to oversee our 
National Sales Force. Successful candidates will have strong 
commercial management experience, the vision to develop 
our business, and a track-record of B2B Sales Management. 
Experience in the media sector will be a bonus.
	 The National Sales Director will oversee our Sales 
Department’s activities day-to-day, coaching the team towards 
strong sales performance while overseeing the placement of 
advertisements into our products, and reporting directly to 
top management. 
	 Success in this challenging position will require going 
beyond week-to-week management and test your ability to 
chase new business, develop new business opportunities, 
and inform the company’s growth as a whole. Your success 
in this position will pave the way towards a rewarding career 
in Media. Are you ready to take your management career to 
the next level? Remuneration will be commensurate with 
candidate’s experience.

Apply today:
Email our HR team at MCMHRD@mmtimes.com.mm for a 
full job description and details on the application process.



THE ambitious Dagon City 1 project 
near U Htaung Bo roundabout is 
one of five that have been temporar-
ily halted by government notice since 
January 22.

Experts are re-examining the firm’s 
project site in Dagon township and four 
other separately owned developments 
nearby, following public concerns that 
they may block views of nearby Shwed-
agon or affect the foundation of Yan-
gon’s most famous pagoda.

Dagon City 1 – which is being de-
veloped by an international group of 
investors called Marga Landmark –
has already received approvals from 
government bodies including the My-
anmar Investment Commission and 
Yangon City Development Committee.

So far only government-approved 
site preparation work has taken place 
at Dagon City 1, before construction-
related activities were put on hold by 
the government, according to compa-
ny officials.

Marga chair Stephen Suen said the 
firm received a notice on January 22  
from the Myanmar Investment Com-
mission that temporarily paused the 
project for four weeks, during which 
the detailed plan is to be re-examined 
by experts from the Myanmar Engi-
neering Society and the Committee for 
Quality Control of High-rise Building 
Projects Construction (CQHP).

On January 23, a team of experts 
visited to re-examine the site and com-
pany plans in detail. Mr Suen said the 
Dagon City 1 project is below the 190-
foot (58-metre) height restriction for 
the area, which usually works out to 
about 12 storeys. He added the com-
pany is using the highest-quality tech-
niques to build the foundation, mean-
ing the road in front of the project 
site will not be disturbed – let alone 
Shwedagon, which is over half a kilo-
metre away.

“It was a very detailed check and 
after the meeting, according to my 
development team, they are very con-
fident we will pass the test because 
everything was heavily backed up [by 
evidence],” he said during an exclusive 
interview at the site on February 10.

Dagon City 1 is an ambitious mixed-
use project, slated to include residen-
tial and office space as well as a retail 
walking street, with 50 percent of the 
project to be public access. Its devel-
opers Marga Landmark are a group of 
international investors from South Ko-
rea, Britain and Hong Kong-Australia, 

as well as local firm Thu Kha Yadanar.
Marga publicly announced the 

Dagon City 1 project last year, and 
had recently begun site clearing when 
it was hit by the temporary pause on 
January 22.

Mr Suen said the government has 
so far conducted itself admirably, as 
it has listened to and respected pub-
lic opinion, while still operating in-
side the boundaries of the law. “I’m 
confident we will be fairly treated,” 
he said. “That’s most important for 
foreign investors … So far all the 
government actions are strictly in 
accordance with the legal require-
ments and within the foreign invest-
ment law. These are the rules of the 
game that we based it on when we 
made our investment decisions.”

The pause extends only to con-
struction activities at the Dagon City 

1 site, with no suspension of any other 
project-related activities. Indeed, the 
site has played host to Myanmar Inter-
national Fashion Week on February 6 
through 8, with a separate event on the 
12th.

The assessment period has also not 
delayed Marga’s plans, as developers 
must wait for about four weeks any-
way to import specialised equipment 
needed to build the project’s founda-
tions as part of the next step, accord-
ing to company officials.

Mr Suen, a Hong Kong-Australian 
who holds several degrees including 
a doctorate degree in Buddhism from 
the University of Hong Kong, also 
runs businesses in different coun-
tries. He said through the situation he 
has learned the importance of social 
media.

“It’s a new era,” he said. “I don’t 
even have a Facebook account, but I 
found out Facebook management is 
important because some of your com-
petitors will make use of this media to 
[do] dirty things. That is one thing we 
have pay attention to.”

Mr Suen also said it is suspicious 

FIVE large construction projects have 
been suspended by government au-
thorities due to concerns over prox-
imity to Shwedagon Pagoda.

The five, which sit on former mili-
tary land in Dagon township, have 
been put on hiatus while Yangon and 
Myanmar Investment Commission 
re-examine the sites.

There has been increasing pub-
lic opposition to the projects, with 
social media users and politicians 
alike questioning their effect on 
Shwedagon’s foundations and views 
of the famous landmark.

The projects by Thu Kha Yadanar 
Co, Shwe Taung Hday Development, 
Marga Landmark, Shwe Taung De-
velopment and Adventure Myanmar 
Tour and Incentives projects have 
all been suspended, with at least 
one company expecting a four-week 
pause (see related article right).

The Myanmar Investment Com-
mission has now asked experts from 
the Myanmar Engineering Society to 
inspect the projects and their techni-
cal standards.

“We are now inspecting the five 
projects, looking at the overall tech-
nical standards. We will give the 
results to the Myanmar Investment 

Commission, and it will make an of-
ficial announcement,” said a Myan-
mar Engineering Society official.

Thu Kha Yadanar chair U Thoung 
Htike Min said he expects the halt 
to be temporary, likely lasting about 
four or five weeks. He added that al-
though these five projects are near 
the historical Shwedagon and Alan 
Pya pagodas, the developers are care-
ful not to disturb them. The projects 
are all at least a few hundred metres 
from Shwedagon but some are closer 
to Alan Pya.

“Now they are studying whether 
we have disturbed [the pagodas] or 
not,” he said. “Our project already 
has MIC approval. We don’t need 
to stop the whole project, and if we 
have some problems, we may need to 
change our plans a little.”

Above 190 feet or about 12 storeys, 
buildings are considered high-rises 
and need special approval from Yan-
gon authorities. However, company 
officials have said they plan to stay 
within the height restriction.

Marga Landmark said in a Febru-
ary 9 statement the firm has and will 
comply with all regulations as stipu-
lated by the relevant government 
bodies. It added it has received YCDC 
approval for its site preparation, the 
only activities that have taken place 
at its site so far.

“Marga Landmark is a conscien-
tious developer and is keen to work 
for the preservation of the environ-
ment and the heritage of Yangon,” 
it said. “We share the wish with the 

people of Myanmar to maintain the 
unique beauty and heritage of Yan-
gon as the country goes through this 
period of change.”

Public concern over the five pro-
jects has grown, with some Yangon 
residents taking to social media to 
present their views on the issue.

Elected government officials have 
also waded into the discussion.

Yangon City Development Com-
mittee central executive committee 
member U Khin Hlaing called on 
projects to stop last week, claiming 
he was against cutting down trees at 
the sites.

Some commentators also voiced 
support for the suspension.

Historian U Thant Myint-U said 
in a Facebook post that he had visited 
one project and was “shocked” by 
how close some of the planned 12-sto-
rey buildings were to Shwedagon.

“The city urgently needs billions 
of dollars in new investment for new 
housing and office and commercial 
space. But it’s critical that develop-
ment is well planned and within an 
overall vision of how Yangon should 
grow and modernize. We have this 
one chance to make Yangon a truly 
liveable as well as modern city. We 
don’t need to make the same mis-
takes that so many Asian cities have 
made these past decades.”

He called it “a brave and com-
mendable decision and a step for-
ward for proper urban planning”.

 – Additional reporting by Jeremy 
Mullins and Kyaw Phone Kyaw

Temporary suspension 
for five large projects

Myat 
Nyein Aye

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

Dagon City 1 developer discusses 
temporary pause on construction
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Authorities are now 
examining concern whether 
five projects will block 
Shwedagon.  
Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

‘I’m confident 
we will be fairly 
treated... That’s 
most important for 
foreign investors.’

Stephen Suen 
Marga Landmark



Dagon City 1 developer discusses 
temporary pause on construction

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

Go jump in the pool

If everything is advertised as being 
new and improved, does that mean 
existing stuff is universally old and 
inferior? 

Not necessarily, particularly if 
you’re look for a pleasant apartment to 
call home. Shwe Hin Thar condo on at 6 
½ mile on Pyay Road is one of the best 
buildings now in Yangon. It was built to 
international standards and is wonder-
ful for those keen on condo living.

This week’s home is a 10th floor unit 
covering 2200 square feet. It has one 
master bedroom and two single bed-
rooms, with separate living and dining 
rooms, and a kitchen as well.

The 10th floor is an excellent place to 
take in light and offer fresh air and nice 
views. The interior is pleasant enough 
but decorations are admittedly nothing 
special. It will come fully furnished.

Included are five air conditioners, 
internet, security and car parking, 
while the condo also has free-to-use 
swimming pool and gym. It’s located 
near to Yangon airport and Inya Lake, 
and is overall a fine choice if the cur-
rent generation of towers works for 
you. – Myat Nyein Aye

Location		  : Hlaing Township, Shwe 	
   Hin Thar Condomiium 	
   at 6 ½ miles, Pyay Road

Price		  :  US$5000 a month 	
   (negotiable)

Contact		  :  Estate Myanmar 
   Eterprise Ltd.

Phone		  :  09-43118787 
		     09-43031699

Singapore firm takes 
stake in HAGL build

SINGAPOREAN firm Rowsley will 
invest US$275 million for a 50 
percent stake in the large-scale, 
Vietnam-owned Hong Anh Gia Lai 
(HAGL) property development in 
Yangon, with an option to increase 
its stake in the future.

The HAGL Myanmar Centre, 
near Inya Lake on Kabar Aye Pa-
goda Road in Yangon’s Bahan town-
ship, is a mixed-use development 
slated to include four office blocks, 
a five-star hotel, a retail mall and 
apartments.

The investment values the pro-
ject at $550 million, and is still sub-
ject to due diligence and regulatory 
approvals. Rowsley’s stake will be 
funded through a mix of debt, eq-
uity and bank borrowings.

HAGL Myanmar Centre sits on 
73,000 square metres of land, held 
on a lease term of 50 years plus two 
possible 10-year extensions. It is 
due to be completed in 2018.

The first phase of the project is 

to be completed this year, including 
two office towers covering 81,000 
square metres (871,877 square feet), 
a retail mall and a 400-room five-
star hotel. 

Construction work on the sec-
ond phase is expected to start in 
early 2016.

While domestic demand for real 
estate has shot up in the last three 
years, office space in particular has 
been in short supply.

Colliers International pegged 
Yangon’s total office stock at 
107,000 square metres in a report 
released last week covering the 
fourth quarter 2014. Office space is 
set to increase by an average 70,000 
square metres annually from 2015 
to 2018, the report added.

Rowsley chief executive officer 
Lock Wai Han said Myanmar has 
seen rapid development, calling 
the country “without a doubt Asia’s 
shining star”.

“Yangon currently faces a severe 
shortage of top-grade office space, 
hotels and modern malls,” he said 
in the press release.

Jeremy Mullins
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

Construction work continues at the HAGL site. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Quote of the week

Malay politics in turmoil after 
conviction of opposition leader
WORLD 44

“Huge amounts of money coming from the Wazi factory presses was 
a famous hallmark of the former government.” 

- U Hla Maung, economist

that criticism of the project’s design 
and possible impacts on Shwedagon 
only ramped up as construction 
neared. The project plans have been 
with MIC for a year and a half, while 
a scale model has been visible in the 
showroom for eight months.

“Why [did] all this criticism sud-
denly flood in after we are doing a 
very successful marketing program?” 
he said.

Marga Landmark intends to more 
aggressively pursue sources of defa-
mation, or commentators putting out 
wrong information with the intent of 
hurting its reputation, Mr Suen said.

So far no customer has asked for 
a refund, and the firm will approach 
the issue in accordance with the law, 
he said.

Four other projects that have been 
affected by the temporary suspension. 
Mr Suen said Dagon City 1 has been 
highlighted out of the five total de-
velopments, despite there being oth-
ers closer to Shwedagon that are also 
planning buildings near the 190-foot 
height limit.

Some of the attention may come 
due to the international background 
of the Marga Investors. Mr Suen said 
many foreign investors are on the cusp 
of deciding whether to invest in My-
anmar and watching how its develop-
ment is treated.

“We are [the] showpiece for for-
eign investment who have operations 
in Hong Kong. Bearing in mind Hong 
Kong is one of the most important 
fund raising centres,” he said.

“Every fund manager is watching 
me [to] see how I handle the problem. 
I feel my shoulders are so heavy, not 
because of the money we invest, but 
because if we fail, we are hurting the 
country. A lot of people [will be] de-
terred from coming.”
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ALTHOUGH Myanmar’s internet rat-
ed freer this year than ever before, no 
laws exist around online privacy and 
those on the books could be twisted to 
turn against free speech, according to 
University of Washington-affiliated re-
searcher Dan Arnaudo. 

This past December, watchdog or-
ganisation Freedom House bumped 
Myanmar’s “Freedom on the Net” 
ranking up from “not free” to “partly 
free”, highlighting heightened mobile 
access and legislative reform as key 
developments. Currently, only a few 
policies stand in place to regulate 
online behaviour in the country. This 
lack helps make Myanmar’s internet 
one of the Southeast Asian region’s fre-
est, but could also leave users’ privacy 
unprotected. Meanwhile, legacy legis-
lation could punish people for what 
they post, according to Mr Arnaudo. 

After the government abolished 
media censorship in 2012, Myanmar 
internet users have been able to access 
content online, even of the variety that 
might be blacked out or bleeped in other 
countries. From that year on, “political 
content appeared to be almost univer-
sally available, and even social content, 
such as pornography, was not blocked as 
of mid-2014”, the report said.

Distinct from neighbours like Chi-
na, whose “Great Firewall” looms over 
internet users, Myanmar doesn’t – or 
can’t – surveil and censor online activ-
ity on a grand scale.

“You don’t have really a censorship 
system in place like China or Thailand 
that censors information, where [if] 
people post something against the 
king, or against the military, they ar-
rest bloggers,” Mr Arnaudo said at a 
February 5 event at local innovation 
lab Phandeeyar. “And at the same time 
you don’t really have a surveillance 
system, at least that’s operating on the 
internet.”

The absence of the technology, 
people and policies means restrictions 
haven’t gone up like they have else-
where, he continued. 

“This is a really new space and es-
pecially for Burmese [people], this is 
something to think about now because 
this is a time when these laws could be 

changed and when these laws are going 
to be written,” he said. “You’re looking at 
privacy laws in particular and the way 
those are going to be written is really go-
ing to set the stage for your definition of 
privacy as a legal instrument.”

The idea of “privacy” lacks con-
text in Myanmar. Mr Arnaudo said 
the word had no Myanmar-language 
equivalent, let alone its own legislative 
guarantee. No policy might mean no 
protection in some cases, like those 
having to do with lawful intercept – 
the litigious route governments take 
to access user data. 

“I think you are seeing real chal-
lenges to addressing those kinds of 
interception practices because you 
don’t have strong mechanisms to fight 
back against them,” Mr Arnaudo said. 
Meanwhile, the government retains 
the right, through vaguely worded leg-
islation, to demand information that 
impacts Myanmar’s security or the 
rule of law.

“Clause 75 [of the Telecommu-
nications Law] grants unspecified 
government agents the authority ‘to 
direct the organization concerned as 
necessary to intercept, irrespective 
of the means of communication, any 
information that affects the national 
security or rule of law,’” the Freedom 
House report said. “The clause add-
ed that the government would do so 
without affecting the fundamental 
rights of the citizens, but included no 
privacy protections.”

However, recent telecoms market 
entrants Telenor and Ooredoo have 
both said they would safeguard users 
from government wiretapping, and 
Telenor requested more information 
regarding interception protocols and 
processes, according to the report.

The issue proves a weighty one for 
the Norwegian telco, whose Thai sub-
sidiary last year complied with com-
mands from the country’s military 
junta to briefly bar users from access-
ing Facebook. 

“In our licence there are clear defi-
nitions as to the procedures to be de-
veloped over these issues, and these 
details are about to be developed,” 
Telenor CEO Jon Fredrik Baksaas told 
The Myanmar Times last year. “Our 
starting point is really that you need 
an independent court order in order 

to move into the information flow 
in the network ... We are advocating 
that from the outset of a new telecom 
law, there should be regulation at-
tached that secures privacy but also 
allows governments to see activities 
in the network, either from a crimi-
nal perspective, or from a security  
perspective.” 

“This needs to be regulated in a 
transparent set of rules, and so far 
we are of the understanding that this 
is developing in that direction,” he  
continued.

While some laws have needed 
clearing up, others – even some that 
have been updated – harbour the po-
tential to tamp down on freedom of 
expression online. Myanmar’s 2004 
Electronic Transaction Law “penalises 
political speech”, Mr Arnaudo said. 
“It’s not just penalising crimes against 
corporations or people where you 
hack into their system or something 
like that. It criminalises speech, and 
that’s still the law in the country.”

While Freedom House notes the 
Myanmar government amended the 
Electronic Transaction Law, the meas-
ure holds the power to jail journalists 
and others that have committed acts 
detrimental to state security, law and 
order, community peace and tranquil-
lity, national solidarity, the national 
economy, or national culture, the re-
port said. Sentences range from three 
to seven years. 

“These laws get twisted in a lot of 
different contexts, so it’s important 
to understand that these words have 
meaning,” Mr Arnaudo said.

He also outlined how users could 
begin to take cybersecurity into their 
own hands, likening basic measures to 
locking a car door and proceeding on 
to high-level encryption. “This kind of 
privacy tool is the next generation of 
privacy,” he said. “It’s something that 
I think we have to increasingly think 
about, finding technological solutions 
to problems like privacy that don’t rely 
necessarily on policy.”

“Whether it’s in the United States 
or Myanmar or anywhere else in the 
world, we have the power to define the 
rules of the game in a lot of ways be-
cause [the government doesn’t] know 
what they are. They haven’t defined 
them.”

Myanmar’s internet: ‘partly free’
No surveillance, but laws on the books could come back to bite users

CATHERINE TRAUTWEIN
newsroom@mmtimes.com

Calling all handsets

Available: Beno Sony Game Enterprise Ltd, 259 Barr Street (upper block), Kyauktada township, Yangon.
Ph: 01 256 417, 09 8622 744

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Myo Satt

Smartwatch
This lightweight, 
touch-screen 
smartwatch might 
make you feel like 
James Bond. It 
enables users to keep 
in touch and up-to-date 
on intel as the futuristic gadget can function 
like a phone and link up with Android and iOS 
devices via Bluetooth for data-sharing. Perhaps 
most fun, it features a spy-sized camera.
K120,000

iPhone 5/5s Cover With Duo SIM Slot
Have an iPhone 5 or 5s, but still want more SIM 
cards? This key pad cover allows users to insert 

GSM SIM cards and a micro SD card. 
K55,000

DGVO-N91
Spotty cellphone service causes 
many headaches in Myanmar – 

Gadget Review recommends this 
handset as a remedy, as it the best 

for use in bad-connection areas. 
This model takes both CDMA 

800Mhz and GSM SIM cards and 
features a long battery life. 

K55,000

GSM M-999
This product offers better reception and the 
chance to insert two SIM cards. It’s great for 
use on-the-go; after one round of charging, 
the battery will last 15 days. It also allows 
users to listen to MP3s via micro SD card – 
music to your ears.
K80,000

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Arla Foods amba and Arla Foods Trading A/S, the corporations 
duly organized and existing under the laws of Denmark, of 
Sønderhøj  14, 8260 Viby J, Denmark, are joint Owners of the 
following Trade Mark:-

APETINA
Reg. No. 20588/2014

in respect of “Class 29: Milk and milk products; edible oils and 
fats.  Class 30:  Salad dressings”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Arla Foods amba and Arla Foods Trading A/S
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 16 February 2015

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

FERRERO S.P.A, a company organized under the laws of Italy 
carrying on business as manufacturer and having its principal 
office at Piazzale Pietro Ferrero, 1 12051 ALBA, CUNEO (IT), 
is the owner and  sole   proprietor  of the following  Trademark:-

KINDER
Myanmar Registration Numbers. 4/4736/2008 & 

4/15920/2014
Used in respect of :-

“Beverages with coffee, tea, cocoa or chocolate base; chocolate; 
chocolate products; preparations made form cereals, pastry and 
confectionery, ice cream”. (International Class 30)

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.
        
Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers 
Ph:0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Patrick Mirandah Co. (M) Sdn Bhd, Malaysia) 
Dated. 16th February, 2015

TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE
Edwards Lifesciences Corporation, a company organized and 
existing under the laws of  Delaware, USA and having its  
registered  office at  One Edwards Way, Irvine, CA 92614, United 
States of America, is the owner and sole proprietor of the following 
Trade Mark: -

FOGARTY
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/9832/2013

Used in respect of :- 

“Vascular and biliary medical devices, namely products which 
remove emboli or thrombi, embolectomy products, products for the 
removal, dissolution, fragmentation or other disruption of emboli 
or thrombi for the purpose of re-establishing blood flow within a 
vessel, and clot catheters, thrombectomy catheters, embolectomy 
catheters, balloon catheters, occlusion catheters, irrigation 
catheters, shunts, clamps, clamp jaw inserts, spring clips, forceps, 
balloon probes, surgical clips, fittings for mandibular fixation, and 
surgical staples” in International Class 10.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.                                               

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers 
Ph:0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Ella Cheong LLC, Singapore)
Dated: 16 February 2015
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NEXT time you’re scrolling through 
the listings in search of just the 
right power ballad to bring the KTV 
crowds to their feet, take a moment 
and give thanks to the technology 
that makes it possible. Costing be-
tween K100,000 and K200,000, the 
machines require both hardware and 
software. If you go by the numbers 
of how many make them, it’s barely 
a cottage industry. But demand has 
elevated karaoke machines into a re-
liable segment of a post-2011 home-
grown software explosion in Myan-
mar.

“The market is big because ka-
raoke shops run about three sing-
ing rooms and up to 20 rooms,” Ko 
Zaw Thet Maung, a Mandalay-based 
software developer and distributor, 
told The Myanmar Times. His small 
company fulfills the needs of 50-60 
shops, some as far away as Mohnyin 
in Kachin State and Taunggyi in 
Shan State. 

Aside from karaoke, sectors in 
which programs built abroad don’t 
quite meet local needs include non-
government lottery and sports gam-
bling machines, as well as more of-
ficial trades around petrol price and 
toll-gate software.

“There are foreign toll-gate soft-
ware programs but they are not ap-
propriate for local toll gates. There 
are six categories for charges [in 
other countries] but in our country 
the tax category depends [on vehicle 
type] – three wheels, four wheels, 
family car, high-tonne car, tax-free 
car, and so on – with 30 categories 

total,” Ko Zaw Thet Maung said. 
The most potentially lucrative 

product, point-of-sale (POS) software 
– which enables electronic payments 
for goods and services – has yet to 
take off in Myanmar, said Ko Zaw 
Thet Maung. However, it may grow 
in future as shops seek to modernise 
and save time facilitating transac-
tions and tallying accounts.

Such software costs about 
K50,000 but needs to be tailored to 

the buyer. A restaurant’s software 
package, for instance, cannot just be 
copied for the tea-shop owner next 
door.

Other packages are being copied, 
however, as inadequate copyright 
protection is eating away at poten-
tial profits. Computer programmers 
and technicians told The Myanmar 
Times that while more businesses 
are using software, that interest is 
not necessarily widening the market 

because pirated software is widely 
available at cheap prices. 

Foreign investment is also limit-
ing local programming opportuni-
ties, they said. Institutions such as 
banks that previously relied on local 
software developers are now switch-
ing over to international software for 
e-commerce compliance.

But U Thein Htut, deputy chair 
of the Myanmar Computer Industry 
Association, said this was to be ex-
pected.

“We can’t expect a big company 
to use our products, because they 
are multi-national corporations, very 
big, and use their international soft-
ware,” he said. 

“We don’t complain and push 
them to use our products, individu-
ally or through government; they 
can’t legislate someone into using 
our products.”

What local programmers can do, 
he added, is write interfaces for ex-
isting international software that 
makes foreign-made programs suit-
able for local use. 

“SAT software, Oracle software – 
we can write the interface for this 
software,” said U Thein Htut, whose 
business operates in Yangon and 
Mandalay, and has written programs 
for everything from shops to bank-
ing. 

“Their main software may be per-
fect, but some things are needed be-
cause of our country’s requirements. 
This is an opportunity for us.”

For some developing countries, 
notably India, the global tech boom 
is bringing big profits and Myanmar 
firms are eager to get a slice of the 
pie.

“Vietnam gets software contracts 
from Japan worth millions of dol-
lars,” computer technician U Aung 
Kyaw Zan told The Myanmar Times. 
“The Yangon computer association 
took a trip to study how they do it, 
what is needed. The software [re-
quired] was data entry; our Myan-
mar programmers can do it,” he said.

The main weakness in Myanmar, 
he said, was software developers’ 
lack of experience with contracts, 
including those containing timelines 
for work completion and penalties 
for failure to meet those targets.

Meanwhile, there is also a lack 
of support from the government, 
which has failed to make progress 
on its stated e-government aims. He 
said this was because e-government 
brings transparency, and officials 
were reluctant to do anything that 
could make corruption easier to 
track.

And there’s another problem that 
comes with opening up the country’s 
borders: More business also means 
more competition.

Ko Zaw Thet Mg, who sells kara-
oke and toll-gate software, said he’s 
not worried about losing his share 
of the local ICT market if it becomes 
more crowded. But he is concerned 
about getting swamped by compet-
ing products made abroad.

“I worry about products from 
China,” he said. “They can make the 
products quickly and in large quanti-
ty and sell them at cheap prices. You 
can see Chinese-made DVD players. 
Brands from other countries sell for 
K100,000, while [the Chinese-made 
products] can sell for K18,000, and 
their products are more reliable.”

Hi-tech aria: Local software 
companies must share the stage
Khin Su Wai
jasminekhin@gmail.com

Photo: Khin Su Wai

Ooredoo to grow app 
for farmers

OOREDOO Myanmar, backed by 
GSMA (Groupe Speciale Mobile As-
sociation), will plant mobile tech in 
rural farmers’ reach with a new app 
this year.

The telco’s fresh application, 
mAgri, will allow farmers to ac-
cess agricultural information and 
also keep agronomists posted on 

products’ prices, according to the  
company. 

“This app will play a critical role 
in developing the country as the ag-
ricultural sector is very important in 
Myanmar,” said Ooredoo Myanmar 
senior public relations manager Ma 
Thiri Kyar Nyo. 

A large majority of Myanmar’s 
people living in rural areas turn to 
agriculture as a way to make their 
livelihood, according to Ooredoo. 

One farmer from Hlaing Tharyar 
township said the app could help 
those in his former field.

U Tin Hlaing said that peo-
ple downtown are closer to op-
portunities to access the internet, 
while many farmers live far from  
access – and that Ooredoo Myanmar 
should spread agricultural informa-
tion by an easier route.

“I used to work an agricultural 
job using my own method,” he said. 

“If Ooredoo Myanmar will share 
agricultural methods to farmers 
through a mobile application, it will 
benefit farmers.” 

aung kyaw nyunt
aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com

‘This app will play 
a critical role in 
developing the 
country.’

Ma Thiri Kyar Nyo 
Senior PR manager, Ooredoo 

Myanmar
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UN

KIEV

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
appealed to the Security Council last 
week for action to halt Yemen’s slide 
toward anarchy, warning the country 
was “collapsing before our eyes.”

The UN chief was reporting to the 
15-member council following his visit 
to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates for talks that he said focused 
on “preventing civil war in Yemen”.

“Let me be clear: Yemen is collaps-
ing before our eyes. We cannot stand 
by and watch,” Mr Ban told the council.

He called for President Abedrabbo 
Mansour Hadi and his prime minister 
to be “granted freedom of movement” 
following the power grab by the Shiite 
militia known as the Huthis which has 
left them under de facto house arrest.

Mr Ban had in the preceding days 
called for Mr Hadi to be fully restored 
as president, following talks with 
King Salman in Saudi Arabia, which 
described the Huthi power grab as a 
coup.

Yemen, a key US ally in the fight 
against al-Qaeda, has been in turmoil 
since the Huthis seized Sanaa in Sep-

tember and ousted the government at 
the start of this month.

UN special envoy Jamal Benomar 
warned that Yemen was “at a cross-
road”.

“Either the country will descend 
into civil war and disintegration, or the 
country will find a way to put the tran-
sition back on track,” Mr Benomar told 
the council by video link from Sanaa.

Mr Benomar has been leading UN 
efforts to broker a deal that would 
push the Huthis to step back from 
their power grab and restore some 
measure of stability in the impover-
ished Arab country.

The instability is creating condi-
tions for al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pen-
insula (AQAP) to expand its foothold to 
other parts of the country after AQAP 
fighters seized control of a camp on 
February 12, Mr Benomar said.

Following behind-closed door con-
sultations, Britain said it would be 
working with Jordan on a resolution 
that would outline the Security Coun-
cil’s stance on Yemen.  

– AFP

Yemen ‘collapsing 
before our eyes’: Ban

Women hold placards during a protest against the Shiite Huthi militia on 
February 12 in the southern city of Aden in Yemen. Photo: AFP

THE leaders of Ukraine, Russia, 
France and Germany last week 
agreed a roadmap aimed at ending 
a 10-month war between Kiev and 
pro-Moscow rebels, but scepticism 
loomed large as the West warned 
“much work” still needed to be done.

After a marathon summit in the 
Belarussian capital Minsk on Febru-
ary 12, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said he, Germany Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, French President 
Francois Hollande and Ukrain-
ian President Petro Poroshenko had 
reached a ceasefire deal.

Echoing cautious remarks from 
other leaders, Mr Poroshenko de-
scribed the 17-hour talks as “very dif-
ficult” and said he expected the im-
plementation of the deal would not 
be easy.

Under the agreement, a cease-
fire was to take effect at midnight 
Kiev time on February 15 and heavy 
weapons are to be withdrawn from 
the front lines of the conflict, which 
has already killed at least 5300 peo-
ple and driven a million people from 
their homes.

Mr Hollande described the deal 
as “a comprehensive political solu-
tion”, while Ms Merkel spoke only of 
a “glimmer of hope”.

“I have no illusions. We have no il-
lusions,” she said, adding that “much 
work” remained.

The United States, which has said 
it could supply Ukraine with weap-
ons if the conflict continues, cau-
tiously welcomed the accord.

“The true test of [this] accord will 
be in its full and unambiguous im-
plementation,” the White House said, 
including “restoration of Ukrainian 
control over its border with Russia”.

Secretary of State John Kerry said 
there was a “long road ahead before 
achieving peace”.

Kiev and rebel sources said  

fighting over the 24 hours prior to the 
agreement had killed 14 civilians and 
two Ukrainian soldiers.

The Ukrainian government also 
accused Russia of deploying another 
50 tanks across the border overnight, 
with fighting expected to continue 
around disputed railway hub De-
baltseve, which rebels claim to have  
surrounded.

Mr Hollande, Ms Merkel and Ms 
Poroshenko flew from Minsk to Brus-
sels for a European Union summit, 
where the French leader said it was 
essential to keep up pressure to en-
sure the accord’s success.

Mr Poroshenko, also speaking in 
the Belgian capital, said,” “It was very 
difficult negotiation and we expect 
not easy implementation process.”

European Council President Don-
ald Tusk said Mr Poroshenko had 

given EU leaders a “sobering assess-
ment” of the deal.

Mr Tusk said the 28-member 
bloc was ready “to take the neces-
sary steps” to keep up the pressure 
on Russia, already hit by EU and US 
sanctions for its role in the crisis.

“Our trust in the goodwill of Presi-
dent Putin is limited. This is why we 
have to maintain our decision on 
sanctions,” he told a press conference.

Mr Tusk added that the EU would 
go ahead with new sanctions against 
19 Russian and Ukrainian individuals 
and nine entities next week, meas-
ures that had been suspended ear-
lier to give the Minsk talks a better 
chance.

The roadmap – meant to ease a 
crisis that has plunged the West and 
Russia into their bitterest dispute 
since the Cold War – was signed by 
Russian and Ukrainian envoys, sepa-
ratist leaders and European media-
tors from the OSCE.

A previous truce signed in Minsk 
last September quickly collapsed.

The latest talks were seen as a last 
opportunity for European leaders to 
save nearly bankrupt Ukraine from 
ever-widening defeats at the hands of 
rebels said by Kiev and the West to be 
armed and trained by Russia.

In rebel-held Donetsk, weary resi-
dents expressed little optimism.

“I don’t believe in it at all,” said 
Lyubov, 62, who would not give her 
last name. “Every time they sign an 
agreement, they say one thing and do 
another. I no longer trust anyone.”

Beset by war and corruption, 
Ukraine’s pro-Western government is 
struggling to enact legal and econom-
ic reforms that would help steer the 
former Soviet republic out of Russia’s 
sphere of influence and into Western 
institutions. 

The Kiev government got a major 
boost on February 12 with the an-
nouncement by IMF chief Christine 
Lagarde of a new financial rescue 
plan worth US$17.5 billion.

In total, Ukraine will receive $40 
billion in assistance over four years 
coupled with bilateral loans from 
other sources, Ms Lagarde said,  

Ukraine peace roadmap deal reached

‘Our trust in the 
goodwill of Mr 
Putin is limited, 
this is why we 
have to maintain 
our decisions on 
sanctions.’

Aaron David Miller 
Former Middle East
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ONAKRY

THE International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement last week 
denounced a series of violent attacks 
on its volunteers battling the deadly 
Ebola epidemic in Guinea.

The world’s largest humanitarian 
network said the latest case involved 
two burial workers who were beaten 
up on February 8 by a mob in the 
western town of Forecariah.

It “noted with regret the violence 
against teams of Red Cross volun-
teers involved in the fight against the 
Ebola epidemic”.

The organisation launched an 
“urgent appeal” to Guineans to “re-
frain from attacking the volunteers 
of the Red Cross, and allow them to 
do their job and save lives safely”.

Guinea and its neighbours Sierra 
Leone and Liberia have registered 
more than 9000 deaths since the 
Ebola epidemic flared up in Decem-
ber 2013. 

Mobs have sporadically attacked 
health workers in all three countries 
after being taken in by a variety of 
conspiracy theories, often character-
ising the outbreak as a plot by the 

West to murder Africans and harvest 
their organs.

Guinea, which has seen the worst 
of the bloodshed, has put 58 people 
on trial over an attack in January on 
Ebola outreach workers by a mob 
wielding machetes near Forecariah.

The defendants, accused of 
wounding several government work-
ers and staff from the global medical 
aid agency Medecins sans Frontieres 
(MSF), have been in the dock since 
February 2.

Last September eight members of 
an outreach team in the southeast-
ern town of Womey were killed by 
protesters who denied the existence 
of Ebola and denounced a “white 
conspiracy”.

In a further sign of the hysteria 
surrounding Ebola, panic spread 
through schools in the capital Co-
nakry on February 11 over false 
rumours that a Red Cross team 
was coming to take away infected  
students.

Schools in the central Kaloum 
neighbourhood emptied as parents 
arrived to collect their children, with 

many students crying and calling 
for help, according to an AFP corre-
spondent at the scene.

“The rumour is that a team of the 
Red Cross are coming to our school 
to find an Ebola patient. That’s why 
all the children ran out,” a teacher 
said.

The panic followed similar inci-
dents in other parts of the capital on 
February 10, witnesses said.

An education official told AFP 
on condition of anonymity that stu-
dents wanting time off were behind 
the scare.

He said they had created alarm 
by “blowing whistles in the vicinity 
of schools” – common code among 
students that a disinfection team is 
on its way to spray the school.

There is a widespread misappre-
hension among Guinean students 
and parents that humanitarian 
workers who spray schools with dis-
infectant are deliberately spreading 
the virus.

“We were in class around mid-
day. Our parents forced the gates 
to the playground to come and pick 
us up because they learned that 
the Red Cross was coming to spray 
the schools,” said a primary school  
student.

“Far from being an action that 
spreads the disease, spraying con-
ducted by teams from the Red Cross 
destroys the virus,” the organisation 
said. – AFP

Ebola workers attacked in Guinea

Members of Medecins Sans Frontieres take part in a training session on Ebola 
treatment in Nogent-le-Rotrou, western France, on February 12. Photo: AFP

Ukraine peace roadmap deal reached
helping to stabilise Kiev’s finances 
after 10 months of conflict.

The World Bank for its part an-
nounced it was prepared to provide 
up to $2 billion in financial assis-
tance to Ukraine this year.

The new Minsk agreement is 
broadly similar to the first one, ex-
cept that the new heavy weapons-
free zone will be 50-70 kilometres 
(31-43 miles) wide, depending on 
the range of the weapon, double the 
width of the buffer zone agreed in 
September.

Kiev will also begin retaking 
control over the approximately 
400-kilometre (250-mile) stretch 

of Russia’s border with rebel-held 
Ukraine, but only after local elec-
tions are held.

The border is entirely under Rus-
sian and pro-Russian rebel control 
and is used, according to Kiev, as a 
conduit for separatist supplies. The 
Kremlin denies this but has opposed 
Ukraine being allowed to regain 
control of the frontier.

While heavy weapons must be 
withdrawn, troops and rebels can 
remain where they are, handing re-
bels de facto control of the roughly 
500 square kilometres of territory 
they’ve gained in recent weeks. 

– AFP
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A diver feeds 
squid-meat 
shaped as an 
envelope with 
a red heart 
on it to rays 
at a feeding 
session ahead of 
Valentine’s Day 
at the Sunshine 
Aquarium 
in Tokyo on 
February 10.

58
People on trial in Guinea this month 

over a machete attack on Ebola 
outreach workers in January
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WASHINGTON

SRI Lanka has urged the UN to delay a 
report into alleged war crimes during 
the island’s civil war to allow the new 
government to complete its own probe.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Man-
gala Samaraweera made the appeal 
in Washington on February 11, on the 
eve of talks with top US diplomat John 
Kerry at the State Department.

It is his first visit to the United States 
since the surprise victory in January’s 
presidential election of Maithripala 
Sirisena, whose new government has 
been welcomed as the possible start of 
a new era for the Indian Ocean island.

Mr Sirisena defeated long-time 
strongman Mahinda Rajapakse, who 
fell out with the West over allega-
tions of wartime rights abuses by the 
military, but had enjoyed huge support 
among majority Sinhalese voters after 
overseeing the end of a separatist war 
by ethnic Tamil rebels in 2009.

But critics said he failed to bring 
about reconciliation in the years that 
followed his crushing victory over 
the LTTE (Liberation Tigers of Tamil  
Eelam).

Mr Rajapakse had also refused 
to cooperate with the UN-mandated  

investigation into allegations that gov-
ernment forces killed up to 40,000 Ta-
mil civilians while defeating the sepa-
ratists in 2009.

The UN estimates at least 100,000 
people were killed in the conflict be-
tween 1972 and 2009.

The UN High Commissioner of Hu-
man Rights is due to publish its find-
ings in March.

But Mr Samaraweera pleaded that 
“we are in the process of trying to set 
up this internal domestic mechanism”, 

denying the call for a postponement 
of the report was merely an attempt to 
buy time.

“We are hoping they could hold on 
to it until our mechanism is in place,” 
he told a US think tank, saying the do-
mestic probe would be up and running 
in about two months.

“Once the report is finalized, we are 
hoping they can refer it to our domestic 
mechanism for action,” he said.

“Unlike the previous government we 
are not in a state of denial, saying that 
such violations have not happened. We 
believe such violations have happened,” 
he insisted at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace.

Earlier this month Mr Sirisena 
vowed to end Sri Lanka’s pariah status 
by working with the UN and promised 
national reconciliation, six years after 
the island’s ethnic war ended.

“We are ready to ensure that those 
who have violated human rights in 
Sri Lanka will be brought to justice 
through such a mechanism. But to en-
sure that it is done in a credible man-
ner we are also looking at technical 
assistance from the international com-
munity,” Mr Samaraweera said.

UN urged to delay Sri 
Lanka war crime report

‘Unlike the previous 
government we 
are not in a state of 
denial, saying that 
such violations have 
not happened.’

Mangala Samaraweera 
Sri Lankan foreign minister

US Secretary of State John Kerry shakes hands with Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Mangala Samaraweera ahead of a 
bilateral meeting on February 12 at the State Department in Washington, DC.  Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

JIANGSU  SHINCO ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES CO., 
LTD. a company incorporated in China and  having its office at 
No. 118, Dongdu West Road, Luoyang Town, Changzhou City, 
Jiangsu Province, China, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the 
following Trade Mark:-

Reg.No.IV/ 565 /2015
Used in respect of “Cooling apparatus and installations; Air 
conditioning apparatus; Air conditioners for vehicles; Ventilating 
and air conditioning purposes; Fans (Air conditioning installations); 
Gas condenser (other than parts of machines); Air humidifying 
installations; Air purifying apparatus and machines; Filters for air 
conditioning; Air sterilizers; Lighting apparatus and installations; 
Water purification installations; Purification installations; 
refrigerators; Beverages cooling apparatus; Lighting fixtures; 
Lighting for vehicles; Electric cookers; Heating installations; 
Electric water heaters”. 

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade 
Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate, LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)
For JIANGSU SHINCO ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES CO.,
LTD.
#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. February 16, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Tholstrup Cheese A/S, a corporation duly organized and existing 
under the laws of Denmark, of Sønderhøj  14, 8260 Viby J, 
Denmark, is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

CASTELLO
Reg. No. 20591/2014

Reg. No. 20592/2014
in respect of “Class 29:  Milk and milk products; including cheese; 
edible oils and fats.”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Tholstrup  Cheese A/S
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 16 February 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Eisai R&D Management Co., Ltd. of  6-10, Koishikawa 
4-chome, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 112-8088, Japan, is the Owner 
and Sole Proprietor of the following Trade Mark (Convention 
Priority Claimed):-

Stand for Survival
(Japan Application No. 2014-093310)

Reg.No.IV/19651/2014
Used in respect of “Class 5: Pharmaceutical preparations” and 
“Class 42: Providing medical and scientific research information 
in the field of pharmaceuticals”.	

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade 
Mark or other infringements will be dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate
LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)
For Eisai R&D Management Co., Ltd. 
#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. February 16, 2015
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Anger as 
Anwar jailed 
MALAYSIAN opposition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim said he was the victim of a 
“political conspiracy” last week as the 
nation’s highest court sent him to jail 
for five years on a sodomy conviction 
that will likely end his career.

Mr Anwar had challenged a convic-
tion handed down last year for sodo-
mising a young male former aide, but 
the Federal Court struck down his ap-
peal, saying there was “overwhelming 
evidence” of the crime.

The decision was sharply criticised 
by the United States, Australia and hu-
man rights organisations. 

And the authorities came in for 
further criticism after one of the coun-
try’s best-known political cartoon-
ists was arrested for sedition over a 
Twitter posting that condemned the  
conviction.

Sodomy is punishable by up to 20 
years in prison in Muslim-majority 
Malaysia. Mr Anwar was taken from 
the court in the afternoon to begin his 
sentence.

Shortly after the decision was an-
nounced, Mr Anwar took to the dock to 
launch a scathing attack on the justices, 
accusing them of collusion in a “politi-
cal conspiracy” by Malaysia’s authori-
tarian regime.

“In bowing to the dictates of your 
political masters, you have become 
partners to the crime,” he said.

“You have chosen to be on the dark 
side.” 

“I will not be silenced! I will never 
surrender!” Mr Anwar shouted at the 
judges as they abruptly got up to leave.

Government critics call the case 
part of a long-running campaign to 
destroy Mr Anwar, a former deputy 
premier who was ousted from the rul-
ing party in the late 1990s and later 
helped unite a previously divided and 
hapless opposition into a formidable 
force.

The ruling is a heavy blow to both 
Mr Anwar and the opposition.

Mr Anwar is now 67. Even if freed 
early, he is barred from politics for five 
years after his release, making another 
comeback unlikely.

“This is a struggle. Not only for An-
war but for all Malaysians, against a 
regime that will stoop to anything for 
political gain,” Wan Azizah Wan Ismail, 
Mr Anwar’s wife and president of his 
political party, told local media.

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib 
Razak has previously admitted meet-
ing Anwar’s accuser, Mohamad Saiful 
Bukhari Azlan, in 2008 just before the 
charges were filed, but denies orches-
trating the case.

A statement by his office insisted 
the court reached the verdict “only 
after considering all the evidence in a 
balanced and objective manner”, and 
called on all parties to respect the  
decision.

The government has also been 
condemned for filing a wave of sedi-
tion cases against its opponents over 
the past year, apparently in response 
to the opposition’s growing electoral  
successes.

The wife of cartoonist Zulkifli An-
war Ulhaque, better known as Zunar, 
said on February 11 that her husband 
was arrested the previous evening just 
hours after Mr Anwar’s conviction.

“Of course this is a form of intimi-
dation, with the purpose that soci-
ety does not question the authorities,”  
Fazlina Rosley said.

“Zunar will not bow down to this in-
timidation. He will continue to criticise 
even if he remains in jail.” 

The cartoonist’s lawyer, Melissa 
Sasidaran, said he was expected to be 
held for a few days.

Mr Zunar, 52, had suggested in a 
Twitter post that Malaysia’s judiciary 
had bowed to the country’s authoritar-
ian regime.

“Those in the black robes were 
proud when passing sentence. The re-
wards from their political masters must 
be lucrative,” the tweet said. – AFP

ANALYSIS

THE jailing of Anwar Ibrahim dash-
es the dreams of millions of Malay-
sians yearning to oust the country’s 
authoritarian regime, unless his 
shell-shocked opposition movement 
can bridge deep differences without 
his unifying presence, analysts said.

The suddenly leader-less opposi-
tion must continue its fight against 
a government that, despite a worsen-
ing reputation at home and abroad, 
is digging in its heels and looks un-
likely to face any serious interna-
tional repercussions for throwing the 
opposition leader behind bars.

Since it was formed seven years 
ago, the Pakatan Rakyat (People’s Pact) 
alliance has had little in common other 
than a desire to defeat the United Ma-
lays National Organisation (UMNO), 
which has ruled with a tight grip since 
independence in 1957.

Pakatan’s ability to seize unprec-
edented swathes of parliament in 
recent elections allowed it to push 
aside questions over its cohesiveness, 
but no longer, said Ibrahim Suffian, 
Malaysia’s leading political pollster.

“Anwar’s jailing forces them to deal 
with those problems now. The ques-
tion is whether they can,” he said.

Alliance members are at each 
other’s throats over policy and lead-
ership differences.

The main source of discord is the 
Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS), 
which is calling for harsh sharia law 
in a state it governs and pressing for 
more influence in the largely pro-
gressive opposition.

Sharia is strongly opposed by 
PAS’s partners: The Democratic Ac-
tion Party dominated by ethnic Chi-
nese; and Anwar’s centrist People’s 
Justice Party.

The internal differences nearly 
caused Pakatan’s collapse last year 
in a bitter dispute over a key state, 
and have prevented formulation of a 

post-Anwar succession plan.
All eyes are now on whether PAS 

progressives can wrest control from 
a conservative leadership in June 
party polls. Mr Suffian gives them a 
50-50 chance.

“It’s all up to PAS. If the moder-
ates can’t take over, Pakatan will 
probably break up,” he said.

That would be a crushing disap-
pointment to millions of voters.

While living standards have 
soared under the UMNO over the 
decades, disgust runs high over cor-
ruption, crony capitalism, rights 
abuses, and the destruction of once-
rich rainforests by government-
linked logging and agricultural  
interests.

Laying bare the national mood, 
Pakatan won 52 percent of votes 
cast in 2013 elections, though Prime 
Minister Najib Razak clung to power 
thanks to a skewed parliamentary 
system.

Mr Anwar, 67, was jailed for five 
years, and faces a further five-year 
politics ban after his release, over a 
sodomy conviction he calls a govern-
ment conspiracy.

Speculation has risen that out-
rage of the affair could finally vault 
Pakatan to power.

But with their undisputed stand-
ard-bearer now eliminated, the coali-
tion must survive a leadership battle 
expected to be bruising, said Bridget 
Welsh, a Malaysia politics analyst.

“Who leads Pakatan is a question 
that will be very difficult to resolve, 
and has already fueled a lot of divi-
sion even before the Anwar decision,” 
she said.

Speculation has centred on Mr 
Anwar’s longtime protege Azmin Ali, 
considered among the only possible 
consensus candidates.

But he lacks Mr Anwar’s charisma 
on the stump and it remains to be 

seen whether he will appeal to other 
Pakatan members.

“I don’t deny we have some prob-
lems at the top leadership, but I think 
now is the right time for Pakatan to 
move forward based on a common 
framework that we have agreed be-
fore,” Mr Azmin said on February 10.

“We have to make sure Pakatan 
remains intact and a formidable 
force in the coming general 

But unseating the UMNO remains 
a formidable task.

Mr Najib’s reputation has plum-
meted due to issues including his 
government’s treatment of Mr An-
war and for allowing an explosion of 
dangerous politically motivated ra-
cial and religious rhetoric by UMNO-
allied forces.

A scathing New York Times report 
last week detailed the profligate jet-
setting lifestyle of Mr Najib’s retinue, 
and the murky dealings of a sover-

eign fund launched and chaired by 
the prime minister in which hun-
dreds of millions of dollars appear 
unaccounted for.

The United States led internation-
al criticism of the Anwar ruling.

But Washington, which seeks bol-
stered alliances in Southeast Asia 
amid China’s rise, indicated it would 
go no further, touting its “strong 
partnership” with Malaysia.

Mr Najib, meanwhile, is secure 
within the UMNO, and his govern-
ment is expected to continue digging 
in as it loses votes.

“At the end of the day, they don’t 
give a damn what the rest of the 
world has to say as long as they keep 
getting their money and hold on to 
power,” said John Malott, a former 
US ambassador to Malaysia.

“They will be tough to push out 
even if Pakatan resolves all of its 
troubles.” – AFP

Conviction leaves Malaysia’s 
opposition parties in turmoil

Malaysian opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim (left) arrives at the Federal Court 
in Putrajaya, outside Kuala Lumpur on February 10. Photo: AFP
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HARBIN

A TIGER snarls as a doomed chicken 
flaps helplessly in its mouth.

It’s a grisly sigth, but campaigners 
say such “entertainment” in China is 
putting big cats further in the jaws of 
extinction.

“How ferocious, he doesn’t let any-
one come near him,” said one visitor 
over the sound of crunching bones, as 
she recorded the scene on her smart-
phone.

Buying chickens to feed the exhib-
its at the Siberian Tiger Park in north-
east China’s Harbin city costs 60 yuan 
(US$10) and the menu has plenty of 
other choices, even cows are available 
to serve up.

But wildlife protection campaign-
ers allege such parks, along with the 
dedicated tiger breeding centres or 
“farms” dotted around the country, 
actually make their big money selling 
on body parts from the big cats when 
they die: A practice which potentially 
further threatens the endangered spe-
cies. 

Global tiger numbers have plum-
meted from 100,000 a century ago to 
only 3000 in the wild today, accord-
ing to the International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature, which classes 
them as endangered, with poaching 
and habitat loss primary threats to 
their survival. 

China’s tiger farm industry says the 
trade in captive animals helps to re-
lieve the pressure on wild felines, but 
wildlife groups argue it reduces the 
stigma around buying the animals or 
their body parts, and could create new 
markets for them. 

Debbie Banks, head of the London-

based NGO the Environmental Inves-
tigation Agency, said that such sales 
of the body parts of captive tigers was 
“stimulating demand and sustaining 
the poaching pressure”.

“Raising a tiger to maturity in cap-
tivity costs more than poaching a tiger 
in the wild,” she said.

“Wild tigers, leopards and snow 
leopards are targeted as a cheaper 
alternative to skins of captive bred ti-
gers.”

Figures from TRAFFIC, the wildlife 
trade monitoring network, show that 
from the turn of the millennium, at 
least 1590 tigers were poached around 
the world up to April 2014: An average 
of two a week.

Among the 13 countries with na-
tive tiger populations, numbers are in-
creasing in India and Nepal, which do 
not have tiger farms, said Ms Banks. 
But in Laos, Vietnam, Thailand and 
China, where tigers can legally be bred 
for commercial purposes, wild popula-
tions are struggling.

At the same time captive tiger 
numbers are soaring in China, with up 
to 6000 – twice the global wild popu-
lation – in about 200 farms across the 
country. 

Used for entertainment when the 
tigers are alive, what happens to the 
skins and bones of animals that die in 
captivity is a murky issue.

Tiger bones have long been an in-
gredient of traditional Chinese medi-
cine, supposedly for a capacity to 
strengthen the human body. 

China banned trade in tiger bones 
in 1993, but the law is regularly flout-
ed, campaigners say. Legislation is 

also unclear on whether cats bred in 
captivity are considered endangered 
in China, and there is little regula-
tion around what needs to be declared 
when they die.

The animal is considered a symbol 
of prestige for many in China, with 
tiger pelt rugs sought-after luxury 

items, along with tiger bone wine. Bot-
tles labelled with tiger images sell for 
nearly 5,000 yuan ($800) at the park 
shop in Harbin.

Chinese tiger purchases came un-
der scrutiny at an anti-poaching con-
ference in Nepal earlier this month 
that was attended by around 100 ex-

perts, government and law officials 
from tiger habitat nations.

Campaigners say that the mere 
availability of “farmed” tiger products 
fuels the demand, which Mike Baltzer, 
leader of the WWF Tigers Alive Initia-
tive, described as “so huge that it’s very 
difficult to address the issue”.  – AFP

Tiger parks wreak deadly toll on big cats

A Siberian tiger hunts a chicken released by a gamekeeper to entertain visitors at the Siberian Tiger Park in Harbin, 
northeast China’s Heilongjiang province on January 6. Photo: AFP
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SEOUL

THE daughter of Korean Air’s chair 
was jailed for one year on February 12 
over a now-notorious on-board “nut 
rage” incident that triggered an up-
roar over the behaviour of South Ko-
rea’s elite business families.

Prosecutors had demanded a three-
year sentence for Cho Hyun-Ah, who 
was a Korean Air executive vice presi-
dent at the time and was charged with 
violating aviation safety law, obstruct-
ing justice and assaulting a member of 
the cabin crew.

The charges all stemmed from an 
incident in which Ms Cho forced the 
chief purser off a December 5 New 
York-Seoul KAL flight, compelling the 
taxiing plane to return to the gate so 
he could disembark.

The 40-year-old had taken excep-
tion to being served macadamia nuts 
she had not asked for, and that they 
were provided in a bag, not a bowl.

The district court in Seoul ruled 
that Ms Cho had illegally altered the 
course of the plane, judging that an 
aircraft was “in flight” from the mo-
ment it begins to move.

Ms Cho had treated the flight “as if 
it was her own private plane”, justice 
Oh Sung-Woo said. “It is doubtful that 
the way the nuts were served was so 
wrong,” Mr Oh added.

In passing sentence, the judge indi-
cated that Ms Cho had failed to show 
enough remorse for her actions, even 
though she had submitted some let-
ters to the court expressing repent-
ance for her behaviour.

Ms Cho, who has been in custody 
since her arrest on December 30 and 
attended the court in a green prison 
outfit, stood silently throughout the 
ruling, her head bowed.

She had pleaded not guilty to 
most of the charges, including physi-
cally assaulting the chief steward, Park 
Chang-Jin, who says she made him 
kneel and beg for forgiveness while 
jabbing him with a service manual.

The case triggered a huge public 

backlash.
Ms Cho was seen as emblematic of 

a generation of spoilt and arrogant off-
spring of owners of the giant family-
run conglomerates, or chaebols, that 
dominate the South Korean economy.

Like Ms Cho, many are given senior 
positions in the family business, some-
times after a token period “learning 
the trade”.

In the past, chaebol owners have 
appeared to be above the law. Those 

convicted of gross fraud have either 
received lenient sentences or been 
granted pardons after just a short time 
in jail. Mr Cho resigned from all her 
posts and publicly apologised for her 
behaviour, which her father and KAL 
chair Cho Yang-Ho also criticised as a 
“foolish act”.

The story hit international head-
lines and Mr Oh said in his ruling 
that it had “damaged the dignity of 
the country”. – AFP

‘Nut rage’ heiress jailed

Cho Hyun-Ah, daughter of Korean Air’s chief executive, arrives for questioning at 
the prosecutors’ office in Seoul on December 17, 2014. Photo: AFP

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Arla Foods amba, a corporation duly organized and existing under 
the laws of Denmark, of Sønderhøj  14, 8260 Viby J, Denmark, is 
the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

BABY & ME
Reg. No. 20587/2014

in respect of “Class 05: Dietetic food and substances adapted for 
medical or veterinary use, food for babies; milk powders for babies; 
substitutes for mothers milk; dietary supplements for humans and 
animals; plasters, materials for dressings; material for stopping 
teeth, dental wax; disinfectants; preparations for destroying vermin; 
fungicides, herbicides, with the exception of any pharmaceutical 
products for body-care.  Class 29: Meat, fish, poultry and game; meat 
extracts; preserved, frozen, dried and cooked fruits and vegetables; 
jellies, jams, compotes; eggs; milk and milk products; edible oils 
and fats”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark will 
be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Arla  Foods  amba
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated:16 February 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Mejeriforeningen Danish Dairy Board, a corporation duly 
organized and existing under the laws of Denmark, of Agro Food 
Park 13, 8200 Aarhus N, Denmark, is the Owner of the following 
Trade Marks:-

LURPAK
Reg. No. 20589/2014

Reg. No. 20590/2014
in respect of “Class 29: Meat, fish, poultry and game; meat 
extracts; preserved, frozen, dried and cooked fruits and vegetables; 
jellies, jams, compotes; eggs, milk and milk products; butter; 
spreadables (mixed products with butter); edible oils and fats.  
Class 30: Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca, sago, artificial 
coffee; flour and preparations made from cereals, bread, pastry 
and confectionery, ices; honey, treacle; yeast, baking-powder; salt, 
mustard; vinegar, sauces (condiments); spices; ice”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Mejeriforeningen Danish Dairy Board
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 16 February 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that THEFACESHOP CO., LTD.  
a company organized under the laws of Republic of Korea 
and having its principal office at 58, Saemunan-ro, Jongno-gu, 
Seoul, Republic of Korea is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the 
following trademark:-

castledew
(Reg: Nos. IV/333/2012 & IV/16929/2014)

in respect of: - “International Class: 3”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for THEFACESHOP CO., LTD.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 16th February, 2015
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BANGKOK

SINKING in heavy repayments to 
loan sharks, Non says payday is 
nothing more than a cruel reminder 
of his dire finances.

Household debt has surged to 
alarming levels in Thailand – just 
one of a welter of issues dragging 
on the economy despite a vow by the 
ruling junta to revive the kingdom’s 
fortunes.

“I have more outgoings than in-
come,” Non, a 37-year-old tyre fac-
tory worker said from his modest 
family home on the outskirts of 
Bangkok.

“Each month, 30 to 40 percent 
of my salary goes solely toward re-
paying the interest on my loans,” he 
adds.

Thai households are among the 
region’s biggest borrowers. A credit 
binge has been stoked by populist 
policies and low bank interest rates 
and also by low wages that keep the 
poor perilously close to the bread-
line and make them ready bait for 
illegal loan sharks.

The debt levels are worrying the 
generals who seized power last May 
promising to end a near-decade of 
political turmoil and restore zip to 
Thailand’s once-dynamic economy.

The country narrowly avoided re-
cession during protests against the 
ousted administration of Yingluck 
Shinawatra, which paralysed gov-
ernment spending and frightened 
off tourists and investors.

Nine months after the military 
power grab, signs of economic re-
covery are still few with fourth-

quarter GDP figures, to be released 
this week, expected to come in at 
around 0.8 percent for 2014.

There is some good news, with 
tourism arrivals bouncing back 
despite martial law, and exports – 
which account for around 60 per-
cent of the economy – showing a 
slight improvement.

Yet two key Thai commodities – 
rice and rubber – are currently at 
record low prices and the country 
is flirting with deflation. And with 
the political outlook still uncertain, 
consumer confidence remains de-
pressed as Thais hold off from buy-
ing flats, cars and durables. 

At the heart of that malaise lies 
Thailand’s eye-wateringly high 
household debt.

“Thailand has seen one of the 
sharpest surges in household debt in 
the region, with the debt-GDP ratio 
rising from 60 percent to 85pc over 
the past five years,” Krystal Tan, an 
analyst with Capital Economics, said.

Low interest rates and wide-
spread access to credit through 
banks and illegal loans have led to a 
deeply ingrained culture of borrow-
ing over the past decade.

But policies by the previous gov-
ernment, including a huge tax re-
bate scheme for first-time car buy-
ers, have also encouraged millions 
to take out loans that they are now 
struggling to repay.

Now the junta, which has pushed 
back the timeline for a restoration of 
democracy until 2016 and pegged its 
legitimacy to steering an economic 
revival, has voiced its concerns over 
the debt ratio.

“Please refrain from racking up 
debts,” junta leader Prayut Chan-
O-Cha told viewers in a recent edi-
tion of his weekly televised address, 
warning mounting bills “may slow 
down the country’s progress”.

Non’s family is typical of those 
living beyond their means.

In 2011, the region was hit by 
huge floods that destroyed their 
fridge, television and furniture. 

Non borrowed to replace those 
items, partly from his bank, but 

mostly from illegal loan sharks who 
charge interest rates of between 10 
- 20pc.

He just about managed his debts 
until the factory cut his hours as the 
economy slumped.

Now, he needs to find 20,000 
baht (US$610) each month to pay 
his bills. But his salary brings him 
just 14,000 baht. So the debts keep 
mounting.

It is a story all too familiar to 
Suthila Leenkam from a local non-
governmental organisation the 
Arom Pongpangan Foundation. 

“The debt situation is getting 
worse. It leads to more family prob-
lems and to more divorces because 

people are in debt,” she said.
Analysts tip the government to 

spend its way out of trouble, despite 
a vow to tighten the purse strings 
after what it says were years of prof-
ligacy from elected civilian govern-
ments.

The military has promised to 
unleash billions of dollars on much-
needed infrastructure projects.

But the money is yet to kick into 
the economy.

As Barclays Capital put it in a 
note last month, “The main impedi-
ment to growth at present is the 
slow pace of fiscal spending, which 
is also delaying investment and con-
sumption decisions.”

Earlier this month, the finance 
minister said he had been told by Mr 
Prayut to aim for at least 4.0 pc GDP 
growth this year. 

But the World Bank says growth 
will only hit 3.5pc in 2015 and 4.0pc 
next year.

Already squeezed by months of 
bad economic news, those at the bot-
tom of the ladder are hoping for an 
upturn in fortunes.

“Working-class Thais, like ven-
dors and workers, struggle to earn 
enough money and their incomes 
are no longer sufficient to cover 
their expenses,” said Narong Petpra-
sert, economics professor at the Uni-
versity of Bangkok. – AFP

Debts dragging down Thai families

A slum resident walks past shacks and a board advertising luxury apartments in Bangkok,on January 26. Photo: AFP

‘Please refrain from 
wracking up debts 
... [it] may slow 
down the country’s 
progress.’

Prayut Chan-O-Cha 
Junta leader
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 Bring on the

lions
l EaPInG and swinging from pole to pole up to 7 feet off  the ground, 

acrobats competing in yangon’s annual lion dancing contest are the 
highlight of Chinese new year celebrations set to draw crowds of 
thousands this week.

Upper Sint Oh Dan street, running through Chinatown, will 
be closed each evening from February 20 to 24 as teams of dancers, in their 
elaborate lion costume regalia, usher in the year of the Sheep with their heart-
stopping two-man aerial hopscotch performed across a grid of some 40 poles. 

no wonder that the teams, representing various districts of yangon’s ethnic 
Chinese community, pray at the nearby temple beforehand and are heralded by 
drums and fi recrackers warding off  evil spirits. “It’s very dangerous and some 
do get hurt in rehearsals,” says Shwe Kyar of the myanmar Dragon and Lion 
Dancing association Group, organisers of the event marking its 10th year. 

The fi rst day of the lunar new year – known to the Chinese as the “spring 
festival” – falls on February 19, and lion and dragon dancers will be busy across 
Chinatown performing at the paid invitation of businesses and individuals 
seeking good fortune – and publicity – for the year ahead.

at the lower end of Sint Oh Dan, the Chinese temple of Kheng Hock Kheong 
is preparing for an onrush of dancers, drummers and worshippers on the 
evening of February 18. new year’s eve is when families come to pray to Taoist 
and Buddhist deities after a “reunion” dinner at home, considered the most 
important meal of the whole year and usually featuring fi sh and dumplings 
symbolising surplus and wealth.  

First built in 1861, in the period when large numbers of Chinese migrated to 
then-rangoon in the early years of British rule, the temple with four dragons 

on its peaked roof is administered 
by representatives of 24 clans 

hailing originally from 
China’s Fujian 

province. 
Elder clan 

members like Lin Qingji speak their local Hokkien dialect amongst themselves, 
as well as myanmar and standard Chinese but, as one youthful temple cleaner 
admitted, some of the younger generation speak only myanmar, a sign of how 
the ethnic Chinese, community is parting with its roots despite the reopening 
of private schools to keep their language alive.

It is almost noon and the temple elders are ready to hold prayers for spirits 
of the dead who have no descendents to do so instead. Inside, workers are 
cleaning and painting. assembled donations include fi sh, chicken, roast pork, 
moss, rice cakes, dumplings, uncut noodles and fruit. 

mr Lin and three other elderly temple trustees talk about ensuring that this 
year’s celebrations are more splendid than ever, believing that their spirits and 
ancestors will bring them good fortune in the new year of the Sheep. “We are 
concerned just for our religion and new year. We are not interested in politics,” 
says mr Lin with a laugh.

The narrow sidewalks on mahabandoola road are jammed with new year 
shoppers stooping beneath hanging red lanterns, buying lucky red clothing 
as well as gold-coloured paper and fake US dollar bills to be burned in the 
temples for the spirits of their ancestors. But traders lament that business 
has fallen since last year or is stable at best. One woman selling knick-knacks 
ranging from plastic gold-coloured sheep to traditional red envelopes for giving 
money to youngsters to new year rice cakes said it was her “worst year ever”. 
She put it down to astrological reasons. Some said it was the worsening traffi  c.

Others, however, blamed the sense of economic malaise on uncertainty 
surrounding this year’s parliamentary elections. The manager of one cafe 
also suggested that rising resentment in myanmar toward certain China-
backed corporations over controversial projects was also dampening new year 
preparations, causing some members of the Chinese community to advocate 
more low-key celebrations. 

“This year business is not as good as in previous years.  Last year we didn’t 
have a chance to sit down,” said one storekeeper, speaking in Chinese and 
myanmar. “my mother and I and three employees were busy with customers 
but now I don’t need to hire extra help. Business is cold and I think it is the 
economic situation in the country.”

But there is also the worry that the younger generation of yangon’s Chinese 
community are less interested in their traditions 

than their parents and grandparents. 
all the same, mr Shwe Kyar, 

organising the lion dance 
competition, is confi dent 
that this year will be the 
most successful so far, to 
be measured in part by 
the amount of donations 
they receive for the prize 

money, which last year 
totalled US$5700.
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Deitta Gallery opens with 
award-winning Iranian exhibition

Japanese artist 
brings moving 
art to Myanmar

M yanmar Deitta, 
a not-for-profit 
organisation that 
supports documentary 
photography, film 

and multimedia projects related to 
Myanmar and its people, will open 
its new exhibition space the Deitta 
Gallery on February 16.  

In collaboration with Yangon 
Photo Festival the gallery, located 
on 44th Street in downtown Yangon, 
will open with Iranian photographer 
Fatemeh Behboudi’s award-winning 
series “Mothers of Patience”, 
including a projection of “Iranian 
Fathers and Daughters” by Nafise 
Motlaq.   

Myanmar Deitta’s director, Matt 
Grace, said getting the new gallery 
– housed on the third floor of a 
creaking building – ready for the 
first exhibition had been a “long 
process” but said he was looking 
forward to the opening.

“We want to make the gallery 
more of a community space, where 
people can hang out and meet each 
other. We also want to develop a 
library and working space,” he said. 

Matt Grace first came to 
Myanmar in 2010 and says that, 
while the number of documentary 
photographers and filmmakers in 

Myanmar remains relatively small, 
the documentary arts have enjoyed 
a greater degree of freedom since 
the 2011 reforms. 

“People feel more secure in 
pushing the boundaries now – 
especially in filmmaking and 
documentaries. In the past when 
there were a lot more restrictions 
in terms of censorship and travel, it 
was a lot more difficult for people 
to cover certain issues. The kind of 
work that we’re promoting, people 
are just a lot more able to do it now,” 
he said. 

Documentary filmmaking has 
played a key role in the struggle for 
democracy in Myanmar, with films 
such as the 2008 award-winning 
Danish film Burma VJ: Reporting 
from a closed country – which 
follows the 2007 political uprisings 
against the military regime in 
Burma – broadcasting around the 
world. But Grace said that, while 
photography and filmmaking “are 
very very strong tools for political 
activism if people want to do that”, 
he does not think artists should 
have to make a political statement. 

“Documentary filmmaking can 
be a social tool for empowerment or 
advocacy, but that doesn’t have to 
have anything to do with politics,” 
he said. 

The new gallery will host 
documentary photography 

exhibitions and screenings of 
documentary films and multimedia. 
In March, Myanmar Deitta will 
exhibit work by Myanmar street 
photographers in collaboration with 
Yangon Arts and Heritage Festival. 
The gallery will also host workshops 
for photographers, filmmakers and 
multimedia practitioners.

“We’re looking at bringing in 
more photographers from outside of 
Myanmar to teach here,” said Grace. 

The new space is an exciting 
addition to Yangon’s burgeoning arts 
scene, and is already generating a 
buzz among Yangon’s arty crowd. 
But Grace said he was not able to 

say what the future of the project 
will look like.  

“I’ve never really known what’s 
going to happen next or where it’s 
going to go,” he said. “The country is 
in a transitionary phase. Everything 
is going to change in the next two, 
three, five years.”

Fatemeh Behboudi’s “Mothers of 
Patience” will open on February 16 at 
6:30pm. The exhibition will be open to 
the public Tuesday to Saturday from 
10am until 5pm until the end of February 
at The Deitta Gallery on the 3rd Floor of 
49, 44th Street (lower block).

A BEACH, shrouded in mist, 
transforms before our eyes as the 
clouds part to reveal waves lapping  
the shore under a glimmering sun. 

This is just one of the “moving” 
artworks on display at the ArtGrage 
exhibition being hosted at the Golden 
Butterfly hotel in Bahan until April. 
The artwork – patented by Japanese 
artist Kazuo Nakano – is defined as 
composite art, which brings together 
ultraviolet and incandescent lamps, 
music, and scent to produce the effect 
of movement. 

“We don’t know if people here 
will like this style of art or not, but 
we want to introduce our moving 
art to Myanmar as there has never 
been anything like this in the country 
before,” said Kazuo Nakano.

Nine brush works are on sale for 
US$1100 each. In Japan, the works 
sell for around $8000, but the artists 
decided to create a lower priced 
collection for the Myanmar market 
which doesn’t use the same level of 
technology as the Japanese paintings, 
explained exhibition organiser U Hla 
Win. “ArtGrage is currently adding 
some new pieces to the collection 
which will use scent to really bring 
the scenes to life,” he said.

Well-known collectors of Kazuo 
Nakano’s artwork include Micheal 
Jackson, Queen Elizabeth II, former 
US president Bill Clinton and Saudi 
Arabia’s King Salman.  

Charlotte Rose
charlottelola.rose@gmail.com

The new Deitta Gallery will open on February 16. Photo: Supplied

Nyein Ei Ei Htwe
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com
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S am Smith, the British soul 
singer who was virtually 
unknown a year ago, 
dominated the Grammys 
on January 8 with four 

awards, although adventurous rocker 
Beck was the surprise winner of 
Album of the Year honours.

Superstar Beyonce and “Happy” 
creator Pharrell Williams also took 
home top prizes on the music industry’s 
biggest night, which was marked by 
displays of artist activism against 
domestic violence and police brutality. 

The 22-year-old Smith took home 
three of the night’s most prestigious 
trophies – Record of the Year, Song of 
the Year and Best New Artist – as well 
as Best Pop Vocal Album.

Smith, who until recently was 
working as a bartender in London, on 
stage thanked the man he fell in love 
with last year and who inspired “Stay 
With Me” – his mega-hit ballad about 
a one-night stand.

“Thank you so much for breaking 
my heart because you got me four 
Grammys,” Smith said to applause.

Smith has refrained from on-stage 
theatrics and has walked a fine line in 

his personal life, acknowledging his 
sexual orientation while striving not 
to be identified exclusively as a gay 
artist. 

He earned an ovation at the 
Staples Center in Los Angeles when 
he performed his signature tune in 
his rich, soulful tenor voice with Mary 
J Blige.

“Before I made this record, I was 
doing everything to try to get my music 
heard. I tried to lose weight and ... I was 
making awful music,” said Smith.

“It was only until I started to be 
myself that the music started to flow 
and people started to listen. So, thank 
you guys for accepting me to be just 
me.”

Smith was prevented from a clean 
sweep of the top categories by Beck, 
whose introspective Morning Phase – 
full of lush orchestration around his 
acoustic guitar – won the Album of 
the Year prize.

Beck, who also won Best Rock 
Album, has for two decades been 
known for his inventive and often 
ironic style which has won him 
critical acclaim and a cult following, 
if not the mainstream success usually 
recognised by the Grammys.

Beck’s award was presented by the 
often-elusive Prince who, sporting a 
futuristic orange suit and carrying a 
staff, pointedly spoke out against a 
series of killings of African Americans 
that has galvanised public opinion.

“Like books and black lives, 
albums still matter,” Prince said.

The theme was echoed throughout 
the evening. The rapper Common 
referred to the tensions with police 
in Ferguson, Missouri, as he joined 
John Legend in singing “Glory”, which 
is featured in the new historical film 
Selma.

And Williams turned “Happy” – 
what had been a straightforward ode 
to joy – into a more political track.

With his back-up dancers wearing 
hoodies, Williams led them in a 
“Hands Up, Don’t Shoot” gesture – a 
subtle protest against police shootings 
of African Americans.

Williams also took the funky pop 
song in a new direction, with dark 
classical strings and a piano interlude 
by Lang Lang – as well as stylistic 
references to the irony-rich film The 
Grand Budapest Hotel.

US President Barack Obama 
also appeared unexpectedly on an 
overhead screen to urge action to stop 
violence against women.

Saying that more than one in 
four women has experienced abuse, 
Obama declared, “It’s not okay. It has 
to stop.”

Survivor-turned-activist Brooke 
Axtell told the audience how she let 
a seemingly “handsome, charismatic 
man” abuse her, before Katy Perry 
sang an unadorned rendition of “By 
The Grace of God”.

Madonna – who was furious 
last month when songs from her 
upcoming album leaked – performed 
her new song “Living for Love” on a 
Valentine’s Day-red themed stage with 
ram-horned dancers.

Beyonce won awards for Best R&B 
Song and Best R&B Performance with 
“Drunk In Love”, her tale of marital 
bliss sung with her husband Jay-Z, 
as well as for the more technical Best 
Surround Sound Album.

With the latest honour, Beyonce 
has won 20 Grammys – topping 
Aretha Franklin for the woman with 
the second biggest all-time haul, 
although still well behind the country 
star Alison Krauss at 27.

“This has been such an incredible 
year. I love you all. I’d like to thank 
my beloved husband. I love you deep,” 
she said.

The 33-year-old singer offered 
some of her most personal work on 
her latest, self-titled album, which she 
recorded in secret and released with 
no previous publicity in December 
2013.

Williams took home prizes for Best 
Pop Solo Performance and Best Video 
for “Happy”, as well as Best Urban 
Contemporary Album honors for Girl.

Roseanne Cash – the daughter 
of folk legend Johnny Cash – took 
home awards in three Americana 
categories in her first Grammys 
since 1985.

Eminem won for The Marshall 
Mathers LP 2. It is the record sixth 
time that Best Rap Album has gone 
to Eminem, the top-selling hip-hop 
artist of all time.

Iggy Azalea, a white Australian 
who has become a cultural flashpoint 
for performing in an African 
American accent, was one of the 
night’s big losers, nominated in four 
categories and winning none. – AFP

LOS ANGELES

Shaun Tandon

Sam Smith dominates 
Grammys, but Beck
scoops surprise win

‘Like books and 
black lives, albums 
still matter’

Prince

Beyonce performs onstage during the 57th annual Grammy Awards in Los 
Angeles, California, on February 8. Photo: AFP/Larry Busacca

Sam Smith poses in the press room with his four Grammys during the 57th annual 
Grammy Awards in Los Angeles, California, on February 8. Photo: AFP/Frederic J. Brown
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o H my dears, I couldn’t 
begin to tell you how 
simply tempestuous these 
last few days have been. 
But February 6, 7 and 8 

were without doubt the busiest days 
so far this year for the afi cionados of 
fashion and their dedicated followers.

The scene was, if you need to 
be told, Dagon City 1, the occasion 
myanmar International Fashion Week 
2015 and, as for who was there, well, 
that would be everyone. Everyone, 
that is, who can be counted as anyone 
in our hot and frantic world of 
fashion, gathered to view and critique 
the threads created by local designers, 
popular fashion brands and overseas 
designs.

It was no contest, however. 
Honours were divided between the 
Thai menswear brand dVIS and our 
own mogok Pauk Pauk, between them 
the cynosure of all eyes. But I get 
ahead of myself.

On day one, the Pandora women’s 
lace boutique show shimmied onto 
the catwalk at 7:30pm, a mere 90 
fashionable minutes late. We spent that 
thumb-twiddling hour and a half slyly 
checking out each other’s togs before 
the advertised event fi nally began. 
Frothy creations in light green, purple, 

yellow, pink, white, red and black 
with lace trimmings got our critical 
juices fl owing. The 40 confections 
that gladdened our eyes in that 15 or 
20 minutes were for fl oatiness and 
fl ounciness unparalleled, not least 
because the models were so stunning.

Poor may myat War So’s collection, 
which followed, did not make such 
a splash. Obviously, everyone was 
polite. But what was with all those 
seqins? and if there was a theme to 
her show, I the mutterings of those 
around me told me I was not the only 
one who failed to grasp it. 

But on to the main action. 
mogok Pauk Pauk revived us with 
a dazzling display of summer wear. 
The crowning glory was his use of 
a chiff on and fl oral motifs in pastel 
that, quite literally, turned heads. 

“His collection gave me such a 
feeling of freedom,” said myo Thant, 
28. “This is really an amazing design 
for fashion week.”

The models helped him steal the 
show, almost dancing in their display, 
like splendidly attired agricultural 
goddesses against a background of 
ancient roman temples. 

By now it was after 10pm. The last 
show of the fi rst day was Phyo Pyae; a 
simple and unassuming off ering, short 
and long dresses in white, silk and 
other materials, more sequins. In all, a 
glass of water after a sumptuous feast. 

Day two was big name time, 
bringing us Lee Cooper, bySI, Spike, 
and yes I Do wedding dresses.

and the last day produced one of 
last year’s hottest male fashion week 
designers, min Khant, who got the 
fashion front-row drooling once again 
with his collection of baggy dresses in 
black and white silk. It could be the 
stuff  of dreams. 

Second up was Iora women’s wear 
for offi  ce work, and then Bossini for 
all ages and genders.

For the crowning fi nale, John Lwin 
– owner of Star Event Productions 
and fashion week organiser – 
presented dVIS. Local and Western 
models appeared in stylishly tailored 
coats and pants, as well as a modern 
twist on the traditional longyi.

This killer production really hit 
the spot.

Here’s the thing: according to the 
program, each of these shows was 
supposed to last an hour, but most 
lasted about 15 or 20 minutes. most 
of the rest of the time was taken 
up with the tiresome repetition of 
advertisements for the sponsors.

Let me say that fashion week 2015 
was better than last year’s, or the 
year before that. Stage preparation, 
lighting and sound were all superior. 
audience reaction shows we can all 
stand a great deal more of this kind 
of thing.

Local designers turn heads
at International Fashion Week
NaNdar auNG
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com

Photos: Thiri Lu

Photos: AFP

Fashion Focus

Unicorn colour 
hits the red carpet

Forget the dresses, it was the hair that 
got the style set’s tongues wagging  
at last weekend’s Grammy Awards in 
Beverly Hills. With blue, green, violet and 
silver tresses making their way onto the 
red carpet, music’s A-list were embracing 
what the fashion world has dubbed the 
“unicorn hair colour” trend. Any colour 
goes, as long as it’s bright, bright or 
bright. Proving a purple rinse isn’t just for 
old ladies, Katy Perry and Kelly Osbourne 
showed off their violet locks, while Chris 
Rock and Frankie J Grande showed that 
even men can rock the unicorn trend.
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AUNG MYIN KYAW
4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

WEEKLY predictions
february 16 - 22, 2015

Aquarius | Jan 20 – Feb 18

Don’t turn a temporary advantage 
into a permanent incompatibility or 
disappointment. You can’t drop a 
stone in the water without making 
waves. Get better deals by drawing 
on who you know rather than what 
you know. This week is the time to 

stop procrastinating and make your action plan. See 
beyond tomorrow and look before you take action.

Gemini | May 21 – June 20

Turning yourself into an optimist is the 
touchstone of effective living. Make a 
habit of asking yourself questions that 
have never occurred to you before to 
eliminate all blame and fault-finding in 

your life. Someone close to you has given cause for 
mistrust of late, but allow them the benefit of the 
doubt for now. Six will be a lucky number for you this 
week.

Libra | Sept 23 – Oct 22

A poor man who can make himself 
satisfied with his portion will be better 
than a wealthy man who deprecates his 
portion. Do not allow dissatisfaction to 
make you unhappy. You may be feeling 

the pressure at work, but stay positive about your 
ability and do not allow others’ negativity to cloud 
your thoughts.

Pisces | Feb 19 – March 20

Time is the most precious commodity you 
don’t own. Even if you can’t keep it, you 
can use it; but if you waste it, you can 
never recover it. You should learn more 
about the value of tacit agreements in 

friendship, and in your love life. In both of these you need 
to build a model of harmony and happiness in 
relationships. The man nearest to you may be your 
nearest enemy.

Cancer | June 21 – July 22

Value self-development, and pursue 
self-management through self-mastery. 
Pay conscious attention to feedback and 
course correction. Great changes are 
coming your way this week: Overcome 

them through risk-taking. Realise the potential that 
you had not even recognised was in you. Expand your 
thinking and acquire incredible insights.

Scorpio | Oct 23 – Nov 21

Consider the mental programming that 
lies behind your conversations and 
actions. Learn by listening, looking with 
your own eyes, discussion and the 
lessons of history. You ought to live your 

life in cycles of planning, doing your best and 
reflecting with emotional power. This week, ensure 
you give your social relationships the time they 
deserve. Throw a party.

Aries | Mar 21 – Apr 19

Discouragement promotes inaction and 
inaction guarantees nothing but a life of 
ignorance. Do not confuse a drop of 
melancholy with persistent depression. 
This week, focus on developing 

self-discipline. It may appear as self-limitation but 
the wise know it is self-expansion. Limit yourself 
wisely, and you will see your value reflected in the 
favour of others.

Leo | July 23 – Aug 22

Your enthusiasm and energy levels are 
high at present, but you should know the 
value of calm and quiet to be good at 
stimulating ideas. Be assertive in 
expressing your ideas and show your 

emotions with your open-minded nature. Don’t take 
things too seriously but be flexible. Avoid a 
disagreement later in the week by putting your brain 
in gear before your mouth takes off.

Sagittarius | Nov 22 – Dec 21

Asking important questions is part and 
parcel of the logical construction of an 
exploratory new venture. Sometimes the 
questions you ask are worth more than 
the answers you receive. Whether the 

glass is half-full or half-empty depends on how you 
allow yourself to analyse your experiences. What may 
seem like bad luck now will lead to positive changes 
in the future.

Taurus | Apr 20 – May 20

Nothing will improve a person’s hearing 
more than the praise of others. Never 
underestimate the impact of the law of 
unintended consequences. Be clear in 
your communication with others when a 

challenge arises around the 19th. Don’t sacrifice a 
meaningful life just for the sake of earning a living. 
Focus your energy this week on developing your 
romantic relationship.

Virgo | Aug 23 – Sept 22

Tension is necessary to all growth. 
Know that happiness is a by-product 
and clarity means understanding 
yourself and your life. Learning how to 
get along well with someone so 

different from yourself is a great achievement. 
Remember that manly men and womanly women 
come with a price. Don’t judge a book by its cover 
on the 20th.

Capricorn | Dec 22 – Jan 19

Today is the age of knowledge and the 
most powerful source of illumination 
is wisdom. Take up an opportunity to 
learn something new mid-week, and 
you will light up not only your physical 

world, but also the world of the mind and the spirit. 
Don’t lose your grip on organisation and keep your 
eye on the ball.

THE summer instalment of the 
Myanmar Music Awards 2014 – part 
of the Three Seasons Music Awards 
honouring Myanmar musicians – will 
be held at Myanmar Event Park in 
Yangon on February 20. This follows 
last October’s Monsoon Music Awards.

The ceremony, organised by 
composer Shwe Jaw Jaw’s Beautiful 
Noise Art Group, will see the 
presentation of an award for Myanmar 
traditional music in addition to 20 
other prizes recognising outstanding 
artists. “I urged the Myanmar Music 
Award organisers to consider including 
a traditional music award. There were 
many traditional albums released in 
2014, and if the talent of these artists 
can be recognised with awards, it will 
encourage them to continue what they 
are doing. I don’t want traditional 
music to disappear,” said Lei Lei, a well-
known traditional music singer and 
one of the judges of the 2014 awards.

The winner will be chosen by two 
teams of judges, who will spend a 
month considering almost 400 songs 
from a total of 64 albums.

“The judges’ final decision will be 
sent to the awards committee and will 
be confirmed when the committee 
agrees,” Lei Lei said. 

“Pure traditional music is actually 
very rare: Most artists mix their songs 
with Western music. But mixed songs 
will be accepted in the traditional 
music category,” she added.

Six People’s Choice awards will be 
chosen using an online and SMS voting 
system. The People’s Choice categories 
will include the Myanmar traditional 
music award, Best Pop Music award, 
Best Rock award and Best Rap award.

Shwe Jyaw Jyaw, the founder of the 
awards, said almost 100 judges will 
select the winning artists.

“We don’t just judge songs on 
quality – we also take note of whether 
or not they are plagiarised. Credit will 
be given to artists who produce their 
own music over those who copy other 
music,” he said.

Music awards 
give nod to 
traditional artists
Chit Su
suwai.chit@gmail.com
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Waste not, want not

I F you don’t finish the food on 
your plate, someone else might 
do it for you.

What happens to leftovers 
in restaurants? Some goes to 

feed the hungry in food banks, soup 
kitchens and shelters; some to raise 
animals; some is composted; and 
some ends up as landfill.

Daw L Bawk Nu, owner of Jing 
Hpaw Myay Kachin restaurant, 
usually parcels up leftovers to take 
home and give to the security guards 
who guard her apartment block. Or 
she might leave it in the street for 
stray dogs.

“My customers usually eat 
everything we serve, or ask for 
their leftovers to be bagged up. But 
sometimes, if the staff don’t eat the 
leftovers, I take them home,” she 
said.

“There are many hungry people 
in Yangon, but no organisation that 
will collect leftover food to distribute 
to them. If there was, I would give it 

to them,” she added.
Oliver E Soe Thet, president of 

the Myanmar Chefs’ Association, 
said the top priorities of food 
recovery are reducing waste, 
feeding the hungry and raising 
animals, followed by industrial use, 
composting and landfill.

“People know that leftovers can 
go to feed the pigs or the goats. But 
they don’t usually see leftovers as 
fertiliser,” he said.

Waste food also includes used oil, 
fats and vegetable scraps like stems, 
pips, rinds and expired food.

“Keep a corner in the garden 
where you can put this kind of 
waste, and cover it with sand or soil. 
It makes excellent fertiliser,” he said.

While the best hotels and 
restaurants provide their staff with 
a canteen, ensuring they need not 
eat leftovers, waiters in smaller 
establishments might well do so. 
Others give it away as animal feed, 
and some will even feed the scraps 
to their own pigs.

And at some places, says Oliver 
E Soe Thet, hungry waiters will 

actually scoff the best part of a 
guest’s meal between kitchen and 
table. “This is not good etiquette,” he 
observes.

“Today many hotels and 
restaurants feed their staff well. 
When Traders [now Sule Shangri-
La] and Sedona Yangon opened in 
1996 with more than 700 staff, they 
had a great staff canteen,” he said.

Monsoon restaurant strictly 
forbids staff to eat leftovers. 

“It’s against international 
standards. If a waiter thinks he can 
share a guest’s lobster, he might 
neglect his duty to serve at the table, 
or even steal away with the plate 
before the guest has finished,” said 
Daw Phyu Phyu Tin, the restaurant’s 
owner-manager.

But staff are allowed to take 
home food left over from a buffet. 

Otherwise, pig breeders will 
come to take away stored leftovers. 
“Many restaurants give leftovers to 
pig breeders. I was once asked to 
donate mine to the Yangon Animal 
Shelter, but they couldn’t collect,” 
she said, adding that the set menu 
was an effective way of reducing 
waste.

Ma Thinzar Myat Mon, 
marketing communications 
manager at Chatrium hotel, said, “At 
the buffet, we provide less food than 
normal for the number of guests, 
but the staff keep a careful watch, 
so that we can quickly prepare extra 
food and provide it if necessary, hot 
and fresh.” Uneaten buffet fare can 
be shared with the staff, but food left 
on the plate is thrown away.

Ma Thinzar Myat Mon said people 
were now more accustomed to the 
buffet system. In the early days, diners 
would load their plates with too much 
food, but now they take only what 
they can eat, she said.

“Wasted food is wasted money,” 
she added.

Zon Pann Pwint
zonpann08@gmail.com

Staff at Monsoon restaurant are strictly forbidden from eating leftovers, but 
other restaurants allow staff to take them home.

Restaurant leftovers is given to animals, used as compost or, in some places, eaten by hungry staff. Photos: Aung Htay Hlaing

ART
Feb 7-15 “Watercolour 2015”. 
Featuring over 40 paintings by master 
watercolour painters Moe Nyo, Khin 
Maung Zaw, Myint Naing and Aung 
Sint. Gallery 65, 65 Yaw Min Gyi Road 
10am-6pm
Feb 13-20 “Love Umbrellas”, by 
graffiti artist Arkar Kyaw. Junction 
Square,  Kyun Taw Road, 9am-9pm
Feb 13-21 7th Yangon Photo Festival. 
Exhibitions and events at Institut 
Francais and other venues across the 
city. A program of events can be found 
at www.yangonphoto.com 
Feb 16-28 “Mothers of Patience”. 
Photography by award-winning Iranian 
photographer Fatemeh Behboudi as 
part of the Yangon Photo Festival (see 
page 46). The Deitta Gallery, 3rd floor, 
49, 44th Street (lower block). Tuesday-
Saturday 10am-5pm
Until April Moving art by Japanese 
artist Kazuo Nakano (see page 49). 
Golden Butterfly Hotel, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Road, Bahan

FILM
Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top 
Royal, Shae Shaung (1, 2) and Nay 
Pyi Taw cinemas are 10am, 12:30pm, 
3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm.
Start times at Junction Square 
and Juntion Maw Tin are 9:30am, 
12:30pm, 3:30pm and 6:30pm daily 
and 9:30am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 
6:30pm and 9:30pm on Friday and 
Saturday.
Start times at Mingalar San Pya are 
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 
9:30pm.

Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Rock Angel.  Directed by Puttipong 
Pormsaka Na-Sakonnakorn. Thai drama. 
The Taking of Tiger Mountain. Directed 
by Tsui Hark. Hong Kong-Chinese 3D 
epic. 
I Fine Thank You Love You. Directed by 
Mez Tharatorn. Thai comedy drama.  
Mingalar Cinema 1, near Theingyi Zay, 
Latha 

The Taking of Tiger Mountain. 
Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 2, 
Myaynigone
The Taking of Tiger Mountain. 
Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda 
Road, Kyauktada 
Unbroken. Directed by Angelina Jolie. 
American biographical war drama. 
Project Almanac. Directed by Dean 
Israelite. American science-fiction thriller.
Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
Jupiter Ascending. Directed by Lana and 
Andy Wachowski. Space opera.
Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw
Jupiter Ascending. 
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
Rock Angel.

MUSIC
Feb 16 Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya 
Road, Bahan, 9:30-11:30pm

MISC
Jan 7-Feb 28 Myanmar cultural show. 
An enchanting evening of Myanmar 
performing arts, taking you on a journey 
into the very heart of Myanmar history 
and culture. Sein Lann So Pyay Garden, 
Inya Road, Kamayut 7-9pm. Tickets 
US$13-19
Feb 16 Trivia night. Free beer pitcher for 
round winners and winning team gets 
a K30,000 bar tab. 50th Bar, 50th Street 
(lower block). 
Feb 17 Gallery conversation and drinks. 
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street, 
Kyaukada, 7pm- late
Until Feb 27 Funky Friday Disco Night, 
dance the night away with Latin expert 
dancer Gisbrt music by DJ Bay Tar, Free 
Entrance, Club Rizzoli, Chatrium Hotel, 42, 
Natmauk Road, Tamwe township, 7pm

Got an event?
List it in What’s On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

february 16 - 22
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Photos: Phyo

i T is exciting to see so many 
restaurants serving cuisines 
from around the world opening 
in yangon recently. I love trying 
food from diff erent countries, and 

while I was living in Sydney I enjoyed 
discovering new cuisines that were 
not available in myanmar at the time. 
When I returned to myanmar I wanted 
to share my food adventures with my 
family and friends, which is why I 
started writing recipes. 

my neighbours are from Lebanon, 
and swapping recipes with them has 
given me the chance to try a completely 
new style of cooking. Lebanese cuisine 
is heavy in vegetables and whole grains, 
which makes it perfect for non-meat 
eaters.  The spice mixture in this week’s 
recipe is easy to make and gives this 
vegetable dish an authentic Lebanese 
fl avour. It’s perfect for an easy evening 
meal, and the leftovers make a great 
lunch for the next day. 

LEBANESE SPICED VEGETABLE 
CURRY 

• 1 large eggplant
• 2 onions
• ½ medium-sized caulifl ower
• 100g cabbage
• 2 large carrots
• 7 tablespoons vegetable oil
• 10-12 small okra stalks

For the spice mixture:

• 7 cardamoms
• 1 teaspoon ground allspice 

• 1 teaspoon fenugreek 
• 1 teaspoon cloves
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
• 1 teaspoon whole black pepper 
corns
• ½ teaspoon ginger powder or 
freshly grated ginger

To make the spice mixture, mix all of 
the spices in a pestle and mortar and 
grind into a fi ne powder.

Dice the onion fi nely. Cut the 
carrot and eggplant into cubes about 
2 centimetres in size. next, slice the 
cabbage into thin strips and cut the 
caulifl ower into small fl orets. 

roll the okra in a heated fry pan 
for 3-4 minutes. Leave them to cool 
before slicing them diagonally into 
pieces about 1 centimetre thick. add 
1 tablespoon of oil to a frying pan 
and sauté each vegetable separately 
(caulifl ower, cabbage, carrots, eggplant 
and okra) for 3-4 minutes over a 
medium heat, adding more oil to the 
pan when necessary. When all of the 
vegetables have been fried, transfer 
them onto a plate and set aside. 

add the remaining oil to a pan and 
sauté the onion over a medium heat.  
When the onion becomes translucent, 
add the spice mixture and sauté for 
1 minute. next, add the caulifl ower, 
cabbage and carrots to the pan and 
fry for 2 minutes. add the eggplant 
and okra and fry for 2 more minutes.  

Cover the pot with a lid and 
simmer for 5 minutes.

Serve with nan bread or chapatti 
with the yogurt mixture on the side.

Photos: Naing Wynn Htoon

see in the new year with a yee sang bang at tiger Hill restaurant review

FEBrUary is the fullest month, 
with so many events of consequence 
packed into its narrow span of 28 
days. Begun barely last week, it’s 
already more than half-way through, 
but with important milestones along 
the way. Here is Union Day, and here 
the centenary of our Bogyoke aung 
San, with Valentine’s Day hard upon 
its heels. But if you’re in business, 
especially the restaurant business, 
you will have placed a particularly 
big red mark on your calendar for 
Chinese new year. 

What better time, then, to 
descend upon a Chinese restaurant 
to see how they plan to greet this 
festival. Welcome to Tiger Hill at the 
Chatrium Hotel royal Lake, yangon.

you can choose to sit in the 
main hall to surround yourself with 
appreciative diners, or seclude your 
group in a private room that can 
accommodate six or more.

For an auspicious start, order one 
of the two varieties of Yee Sang (raw 
fi sh salad), the good luck dish served 
for the lunar new year celebrations to 
kick off  the nine-course “Prosperity” 
set menu (US$35 or $50 per person) 
and other special dishes.

Our version of Yee Sang featured 
raw sea bass (note the minimum 
order is for six).

Yee Sang salad, double boiled 
chicken with Chinese herbs, Peking 
duck accompanied by sweet sauce, 
pan-fried chicken with honey sauce 
and deep-fried king prawns with 
lemon-grass sauce, steamed sea bass 
with Thai chilli sauce, stir-fried kailan 
with garlic sauce, fried rice seafood 
with Sichuan sauce and seasonal 
fresh fruit with mango pudding is the 
full line-up. Some might fi nd it a little 
heavy toward the sweet end of the 
spectrum. 

Let me dwell on the gateway dish, 
Yee Sang, a blend of slices of raw sea 
bass, shredded vegetables, herbs, 
spices and oil. Chinese families or 

business people mark the start of 
a new year with a hearty loh hei to 
symbolise happiness, harmony and 
prosperity as they toss the salad. We 
drank ours with jasmine tea, but 
tastes may diff er.

Our party sampled all the available 
dishes accompanied by fried rice. The 
chicken curry in honey sauce was 
just as dulcet and mellifl uous as you 
might expect, and the fi sh with chilli 
sauce stood out from the rest thanks 
to its sour and hot signature notes. 
Some might fi nd the sauce served 
with the Peking Duck a little too 
sugary; if so, there are plenty of 
other sauces in the set menu that 
might set it off  to more savoury 
advantage. 

The crunchiness of the 
prawns was not confi ned to 
the exterior, where you expect 
it; the interior was a bit harder 
than I anticipated. The chicken 
soup is not only delicious in its 
own right but, whether so intended 
or not, a handy dip for the stir-fried 

kailan and Yee Sang. 
and just when I thought I could 

eat no more, the tasty mango 
pudding arrived to 
change my mind. 

This is high 
quality fare. and if, 
like me, you’re a 
Yee Sang fan, 
you can get 
an alternative 
version with 

salmon ($35, while the seabass is $25) 
as a main dish.

For the more adventurous there 
is an à la carte menu off ering 

seafood, chicken, duck, pork 
and beef dishes at prices 
ranging from $4 to $70, as 
well as a dim sum buff et 

lunch for $24.
So what are you 

waiting for? Loh hei.

Food                                   7
Beverage 6
Service 6
Value 6
X-factor 7

Restaurant Rating


tiger Hill
40 Natmauk Road, Tarmwe 
township, Yangon,
Ph: 01544400

NaNdar auNG
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com

Myanmar meets
the Middle East

TRADITIONAL LEBANESE YOGHURT

¼ cup yoghurt 
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 tablespoons chopped mint

add the yoghurt to a bowl, and drizzle the oil over. Sprinkle the mint over 
the yogurt before serving. phyo arbidaNs | phyo.arbidans@gmail.com
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Jules, Alice and Lewie

Jules

Keekz and Jamie

Lydia and Judith

International performance group Serious Fun wowed a 
jam-packed crowd at 50th Street Bar’s “Night at the Circus” 

on February 6. The night kicked off with an outdoor fire 
show before moving inside for a spellbinding show of 

magic, juggling and dance, complete with acrobatics per-
formed by a charming Estonian duo. 

Clowning around at the circus
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Guests nibbled on Japanese snacks served by staff in 
traditional kimonos at the opening ceremony of new Japanese 
restaurant O Ta-Ke at Kandawgyi Palace on February 6. 

O Ta-Ke restaurant opening

Su Myat and Kate
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Ko Thant Htoo Myat and Ma Su Myat

Jehan and friends

Myanmar International Fashion Week 2015 saw fashion 
lovers flocking to the new Dagon City 1 to view creations 
by local and international designers. 

Myanmar Int’l Fashion Week 2015
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

FMI = FMI Air Charter

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

Yangon to Nay Pyi Taw Nay Pyi Taw To Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20
FMI A1 6 8:00 9:00 FMI A2 6 10:00 11:00
FMI A1 7 15:30 16:30 FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00

Yangon to Mandalay Mandalay to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 YH 910 1,2,3,5,7 7:40 9:45
YH 909 1,2,5,6 6:00 7:40 Y5 233 Daily 7:50 9:00
YH 917 3 6:10 7:40 YJ 891 Daily 8:20 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:05 YJ 811 3 8:25 10:20
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YH 917 1,2,4,5,6,7 6:10 8:30 YH 918 1,2,4,5,6 8:30 10:45
YJ 811 3 6:45 8:10 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 YH 918 3 9:10 11:05
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 826 3 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YJ 761 4 13:10 17:00
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YH 827 3 13:20 14:45
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25 YH 738 3 13:40 18:05
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 5 15:00 17:05
YH 911 2 11:00 15:30 YH 830 5 15:05 18:55
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YH 912 2 15:30 17:25
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YJ 202 2,4 15:30 16:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 YJ 202 1,3 15:30 17:35
YH 829 5 11:00 15:05 YJ 602 6 15:40 17:35
YH 737 5 11:15 13:25 YJ 762 1,2 16:35 18:00
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
YH 737 3 11:30 13:40 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 YH 732 1 17:10 19:15
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 YH 738 5 17:25 18:50
YH 731 1 15:00 17:10 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30 YH 730 2,4,6 17:45 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55 YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10

W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40

Yangon to Nyaung U Nyaung U to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 Daily 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH 918 1,2,4,5,6,7 7:45 10:45
YH 909 1,2,5,7 6:00 8:25 YH 910 6 8:05 9:25
YH 917 3 6:00 8:25 YH 910 4 8:05 10:10
YH 909 3 6:10 7:45 YJ 881 7 8:05 10:10
YH 917 1,2,4,5,6,7 6:10 7:45 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 8:20 10:25
YH 881 7 6:30 7:50 YH 910 1,2,5,7 8:25 9:45
YH 909 4,6 6:30 8:05 YH 918 3 8:25 11:05
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 8:05 YH 801 6 8:35 9:55
YJ 801 6 7:00 8:20 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 YH 910 3 9:35 10:55
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 11:50 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 Y5 650 Daily 13:55 15:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
YH 731 2,3,4,6,7 15:00 17:55 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
YH 731 3 15:15 18:10 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 YH 732 1,2,4,6,7 17:55 19:15
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40 YH 732 3 18:10 19:30

Yangon to Myitkyina Myitkyina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,7 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 2,4 14:05 16:55
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 1,3 14:05 17:35
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 11:55 14:45
YH 829 5 11:00 13:40 YH 832 6 11:55 14:45
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 13:50 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45

YJ 233 6 11:00 16:05 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 YH 830 5 16:30 18:55
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

Yangon to Heho Heho to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:50 YH 910 3 8:40 10:55
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YH 910 4 9:00 10:10
YH 909 3 6:10 8:40 YJ 881 7 9:00 10:10
YH 917 1,2,4,5,6,7 6:10 9:35 YH 634 5 9:05 10:15
YH 917 3 6:10 9:55 YJ 891 Daily 9:05 10:15
YH 909 4 6:30 9:00 YJ 811 3 9:10 10:20
YH 633 5 6:30 9:05 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YJ 881 7 6:30 8:45 YJ 881 1,2,4,5 9:15 10:25
YJ 811 3 6:45 8:55 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
YJ 881 1,2,4,5 6:45 9:00 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 YH 918 1,2,4,5,6,7 9:35 10:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 YH 918 3 9:55 11:05
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
YH 505 1,2,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YH 506 1,2,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YJ 751 3,7 10:30 11:40 YH 506 3 12:40 14:50
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10 YJ 762 4 15:00 17:00
YJ 751 5 11:00 12:10 YJ 752 5 15:20 16:30
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YJ 762 1,2 15:50 18:00
YH 505 3 11:15 12:40 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
YH 737 5,7 11:15 12:40 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
YH 737 3 11:30 12:55 YH 732 5 16:25 17:30
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 YH 732 1,2,4,6,7 16:25 19:15
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 YH 738 7 16:40 17:50
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40 YH 732 3 16:40 19:30
YH 731 1,2,4,5,6,7 15:00 16:25 YJ 762 3,7 16:45 17:55
YH 731 3 15:15 16:40 YH 738 3 16:55 18:05
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10

Yangon to Myeik Myeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to thandwe thandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
YH 505 3 11:15 14:05 YH 506 3 14:05 14:50
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

yangon to lashio lashio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 3 10:30 12:45 YJ 752 5 13:30 16:30
YJ 751 5 11:00 13:15 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 YJ 752 3 15:40 17:55
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48

YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

yangon to putao putao to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,7 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1,7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4,6 7:00 11:00 YH 827 3 11:00 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 832 4,6 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40
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W ITH its fun, 
interactive learning 
and state-of-the-art 
presentation, the 
Children’s Discovery 

Museum in Chatuchak district, 
Bangkok, is a great place to take the 
kids when staying in the city. This 
attraction was reopened in January 
after four years, and has three 
buildings covering over 7000 sqyare 
metres and outdoor and exhibition 
spaces covering 3000 sq m.

Thor Tawan Building boasts three 
floors of exhibitions and activities, 
including Creative Space, Creative 
Science, Junior Thai Kitchen, Dino De-
tective, Amazing Vision and Inventors’ 
Club and Art Studio zones. 

Rainbow Building has Big Backyard 
(for children between the ages of one 
and two) and Creative Library (for 
children between the ages of seven and 
12) on the ground floor, and Rainbow 
Town (for children between the ages of 
three and six) on the first floor. Outdoor 
Activity Zone has Water Play, Jungle 
Adventure and Nature Playground.

One mother commented, “I think 
children need constructive places 
like this. Today, most kids grow up 
in department stores and that’s not 
how it should be. It’s nice to have this 
museum back because it’s one of the 
best for children.”

Upon arrival, almost every child 
will be attracted to the Water Play 
and Children’s Playground in front of 
Thor Tawan Building. There is plenty 
of fun to be had digging in the sand 
to find and assemble pieces of the 
models of dinosaurs’ bones.

In the Dino Detective Zone chil-
dren can learn about dinosaurs and 
their mysterious extinction by touch-
ing and playing with every displayed 
object.

“I like the dinosaur zone most. I 
saw very big dinosaurs for the first 
time here. Too bad there were too 
many children when I visited and I 
didn’t have the tools to dig the fossils 
in the sand. I had a lot of fun with 
the outdoor play zone too because the 
slider was very high and there were 
big people who took care of me, so it 
wasn’t too scary,” said four-year-old 
Rawit Ammarapala.

In the Creative Science room, 
children can play with toys while 
learning about things such as sound, 
classical mechanics, energy, move-
ment, wind, volume and area. In the 
Junior Thai Kitchen, children can 
learn how to cook with the help of 
museum staff who will explain about 
cooking methods, utensils, ingredi-
ents and nutritional facts.

On the first floor, Our Friends is the 
area for all to learn about the cultures, 
languages and traditional costumes of 

many countries. You can take pictures 
wearing foreign costumes through an 
augmented reality technique and send 
the photos as e-cards.

In the Incredible Me zone, children 
will learn about the anatomy of the 
human and animal body, especially 
how the hands, eyes and brain func-
tion. Walking up to the second floor, 
children cannot miss Kid’s Playhouse, 
the Wonder Buildings and Build Our 
City zones.

In Rainbow Building, children can 
read good books and play creative 
games in the Creative Library and 
Big Backyard on the ground floor. In 
the Rainbow Town on the first floor, 
children will enjoy using mini-sized ve-
hicles of various kinds. A highlight is to 
play the role of people in various jobs.

“I want to be a doctor so it would 
be fun to play with doctor’s tools,” 
Rawit said. “I would love to go every 
day but it’s a bit far from my house.” 

According to his mother, free ad-
mission means every child can have 
access to fun and safe play facilities. 
Interactive activities make learning 
more fun for children. Here, children 
learn from hands-on experience 
rather than just reading from the 
boards like other traditional muse-
ums. Adults also learn a lot from this 
museum.

“I would be over the moon if there 
was such a museum near my house. If 
there could be more places like this, I 
don’t think Thai children would have 
to spend so much time in tutoring 
classes or in department stores,” she 
said.  – The Bangkok Post

Childrens Discovery Museum is located 
on Woz Way in the Chatuchak district 
of Bangkok (near Chatuchak weekend 
market).  It is open from 10am until 4pm 
from Tuesday to Sunday. Admission 
is free. Visit www.facebook.com/
KidsMuseum for more information.

Fun for all the 
family at Children’s 
Discovery Museum
Pichaya Svasti

Stepping through the dinosaur’s-mouth-shaped entrance into Dino Detective 
Zone, children can solve mysteries about the dinosaurs. Photo:Pichaya Svasti/
Bangkok Post

‘I like the 
dinosaur zone 
most. I saw big 
dinosaurs for the 
first time’
Rawit Ammarapala

Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

International FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 1,2,3,4,5,6 16:45 17:35
PG 704 1,2,3,4,5,6 18:20 20:15 PG 703 7 17:55 18:45
PG 704 7 19:30 21:45 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 0:10+1 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 10:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 14:00 18:00 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 19:10 20:10
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 8M 9507 Daily 13:55 15:05
8M 9508 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 1:10 05:25 KA 252 2,4,6 22:20 00:15+1

KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55

8M 7702 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30

YANGON TO chiang mai chiang mai TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10

YANGON TO gaya gaya TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 1,3,5,6 10:30 11:50 8M 602 1,3,5,6 12:50 16:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO singapore singapore to mandalay
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30

Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15
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ACROSS
1 Minute components, 

briefly
5 Wasn’t up to 

date?
9 Turn on the 

ignition
14 Crowning
15 Competitor
16 Prohibited 
17 Small quahog
20 Where to see some 

chaps
21 Symbols of power
22 Accedes
25 “___ a Rebel” (1962 

Crystals hit)
26 ___ down (watered)
28 Metrical foot in 

poetry
32 Persuade with 

flattery
37 Low-budget film, 

often
38 Well-being 

contributor
41 Illegal lending 

practice
42 Calms
43 Extinct birdbrain?
44 Very small 

serving
46 Comrade
47 Last in a series
53 Strong shore 

embankments
58 Flight seating 

option
59 Metric measurement
62 Face the day
63 Cheap trinket
64 Barely beats
65 They’re drawn to the 

flame
66 Ham’s companions
67 Overfeed

DOWN
1 Pelvic bones
2 Moral character
3 Certain college 

students
4 Buying binge, e.g.
5 Leafy climber
6 Certain sibling, for 

short
7 Cross-court items?
8 Throat lozenge
9 Instructional 

units

10 Negotiator’s 
skill

11 Up for the job
12 Mufasa’s 

response
13 Male turkeys
18 “Anchorman” title 

character
19 Financial aid 

basis
23 One grand, 

for short
24 Glide like a hawk
27 Eyeglasses, 

in slang
28 Press release 

contents
29 Ruckuses

30 Deep, soft mud
31 “All ___ are off!”
32 Type of missile
33 About
34 Bitter quarrel 
35 Tropical edible 

root
36 Where slop is 

served
37 Troublesome 

sprite
39 Dove’s shelter
40 1976 horror hit 

(with “The”)
44 After-bath powder
45 Make a claim
46 Takes measured 

steps

48 Aswan, for one
49 Dignified manners
50 Ancient Roman 

port
51 “George Washington 

___ here”
52 Monosyllabic, 

perhaps
53 Act of deception
54 100 cents, 

abroad
55 Not much
56 Penny-in-the-well 

accompanier
57 Hidden catch
60 Pull lightly
61 Bartender’s requests, 

sometimes

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

THREE CCs By Kimberly Grant

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON



Asia Plaza Hotel 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classifi ed.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffi c Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Offi ce 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel. 
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32, 
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon.
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road, 
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978. 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219,
388412, 
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-2306046-9
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 7, Gandamar 
St, Yankin Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151, Email:
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland 
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313. 
www.cloverhotel.asia. 
info@cloverhotel.asia

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn 
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
        229358 ~ 61, 
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown)
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown)
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch)
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541 
46420, 09 2541 46421.

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

No.(25, D1), New University
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

Excel River View 
Hotel

Excel Palace Hotel

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177,
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

153/159,Bogyoke Ag San Rd,
(Cor of 46 st),Botataung Tsp.
Yangon, Myanmar,
Tel: 951-298986,296209,
www.grandlaurelhotel.com

Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp. 
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Offi ce: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffi ce.com, 
www.venturaoffi ce.com

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

BOOK STORES

• 150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
• 15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
• # 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
• # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon.
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

CAR RENTAL

• First class VIp 
Limousine car rental.

• professional english 
Speaking Drivers.

• Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

• call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYAnMAR eXecUTiVe 
liMOUSine SeRVice

MYAnMAR eXecUTiVe 
liMOUSine SeRVice

HOT LINE:
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacifi c.
myanmar@gmail.com.

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011, 
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand New Left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive Insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafl eet.com
soe@yomafl eet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933. 
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITION

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center 
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

we STARTed The AdVeRTiSing
indUSTRY in MYAnMAR Since 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

Sule Shangri-La Hotel 
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Sakura Residence 
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence 
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

09-252 799 836
09-252 799 837
7 seats, 11 seats, 14 seats, 
22 seats, 33 seats, 45 seats,
amaravehicles@gmail.com

Tel: 09-7349-4483, 
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

happy homes
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Super Car Rental
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        09-2520-92244

SUPER
Car Rental

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-246551, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

DELIVERY SERVICE

Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

COLD STORAGE

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road, 
7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04. 
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfi tnessmyanmar
@gmail.com
www.realfi tnessmyanmar.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

GLASS

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Ruby & Rare Gems 
of Myanamar

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

News & Business Ideas
facebook “box.com.mm”
http://box.com.mm
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Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by 
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township. 
Tel: 09-855-1383

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 660769, 664363.

HOTEL SUPPLY

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 778, 684 013
phgemarketing@
spa-mm.com, 
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart (Aung San) tel: 
253022, 294765.

SUPERMARKETS

SANITARY WARE

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Offi ce Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32nd St (between Maha 
Bandoola Rd and Merchant 
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

RESORT

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795. 
Mobile. 09-512-3049. 
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Golden Land Real Estate
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        01-242370

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Executive Serviced Offi ces
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTURE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

Executive Serviced 
Offi ce, Registered 
and Virtual Offi ce, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.offi cehubservices,com

SCHOOLS

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

No.695, Mahabandoola 
Road, (Between 19th & 
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha 
Township, Yangon.
Ph: 01-395816, 396817

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

INSURANCE

Fire, Motor and Life 
Insurance
44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel : 01- 8610656        
Mob : 09-420053502
Email: tiffany@gw-
insurance.com
www.gw-insurance.com

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

REAL ESTATE

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

NO.61, 2nd Floor, 101 Street,
Kandawlay, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Ph: 01-205102, 09 2603 
60932, 09 2603 60933,
09 3334 6666

Intl Quality Uniform & 
Promo Gifts
for Corporate, Hotel, F&B
Tel: (959) 972 154 990,
Email: suchada@
stgroupholdings.com

Grohe
Bath Room Accessories, 
79-B3/B3, East Shwe Gone 
Dine, Near SSC Women’s 
Center, Bahan.
Tel : 01-401083, 09-
73011100, 09-73056736

Web Services
All the way from Australia –
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
company limited

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road.
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offi ces, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided,
Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON



PropertyGeneral

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax	 : 01-254158
By Email	 : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By Mail	 : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

Buy space ON THESE PAGES
Call: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
Sell / Rent

KAMAYUT, Diamond 
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600 
sqft, 1MBR, 2BR, 3A/C, 
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35 
Lakhs, Call Owner: 09-
518-8320

Housing for Rent
Retail Shop Space 
Available, 250 sqft. 
Heavy foot traffic.   
Suitable for takeaway, 
beauty saloon and 
fashion shops. Bahan 
Township.Prominent 
Center. Ph:09-4303-0 
288. Email : slee888@
gmail.com

Office Space 
Downtown, Modern 
office space at an 
affordable price.  1,356 
sqft, so would be large 
enough for staff and to 
facilitate a meeting room 
and a kitchen.  Located 
on the 11th floor it has 
24 hours security and 
a back-up generator. 
Price- $3,500. Ph :09- 
314-91678.

Bahan Condo: 
Conveniently located 
in Pearl condo, a 20 
minute drive from 
downtown or from the 
airport. There are many 
shops and restaurants 
in the building and the 
property can be used 
for both commercial and 
residential purposes. It 
has 2 master bedrooms, 
one single bedroom with 
one common bath and 
has 1,550 SF of living 
space with a great view.  
Price- $2,600. Ph:09- 
314- 91678

Bahan Affordable Single 
family home : off Sayasan 
Rd, in residential area, it 
is completely remodeled 
recently in western 
style. 3MBR, 2SR, 4 
bathrooms total with 
A/C in every room.  It 
has a nice lawn with 
space large enough for 
7-8 car parking. Home 
size is about 3500 sqft, 
land size is about 7,000 
sqft Price- $3,500. Ph : 
09 2543 82482.

bAHAN, Near Chatrium 
hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 Rooms 
with toilet, 3 AC, Cable 
phone, wide car prking, 
US$ 2150 per month. 
Ph:09-794440510, 09-
312-87827. 

Pabedan, 3rd Flr, 27th St 
(Middle), , 25'x50' (Lift), 
2SR, 1MBR, 2 aircon, 7 
Lakhs, Ph: 09-510-4881, 
09-730-73226. 

BAHAN, (1)Pearl Condo 
New Bld. 1600sqft, 
1MBR, 2SR, f.f, 25 
Lakhs. (2)New University 
Ave Rd, 2 Flr,  40' x 60', 
3MBR, 5A/C, Ph, f.f, 25 
Lakhs, (3) Yankin Centre, 
1705 sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
Ph, 4A/C, f.f, 15 Lakhs (5) 
New University Ave Lane, 
2Flr, 22'x55', 1MBR, 1SR, 
f.f, 15 Lakhs, Maureen: 
09-518-8320.

Office Suites for 
Lease, Pearl Centre, 
Bahan Township, Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sqft available at 
affordable rates. Contact: 
09 430 30 288 slee888@
gmail.com

Brand New 3 bedroom 
Condominium on Strand 
Rd with beautiful Pagoda 
view. All rooms with brand 
new aircons. International 
standard renovation, high 
quality marble & teak 
timber floor. Partial/ fully 
furnished. Monthly rental 
US$2,900. (2).New 4 
bedroom condominium 
2000 sqft near Parkroyal 
Hotel for rent. Top quality 
renovation –6  Brand new 

aircons, beautiful marble 
floor, all bedroom high 
quality teak wood flooring.   
Partial/fully furnished.  
US$4000. Please call  
09-4210-50471 or email 
yangonproper t ies@
gmail.com for viewing.

CONDO, Near University 
avenue st & Yankin 
center,1200 sqft , 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture,USD 
2500. Near Chatrium 
hotel, 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, USD 
1500. Good for office and 
coffee shop,1200 sqft, G  
flr, hall type, inside 3 flat, 
USD 1800. Kandawgyi 
Condo, 1250 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, facing 
to Kandawgyi view. 
USD 2500. Driving from 
Sedona Hotel 10 minutes, 
Chan dar gon young 
condo,  swimming pool, 
Gem, 5 stories, free car 
park, 1250 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, USD 
1600. No need agent, 
Ph:09-250 270 3331.

Sanchaung, 5th Floor, 
Tha Yett Taw St, 12.5' 
x  50', Hall Type. Other 
Inclusive:Sunshade & 
Iron Bars on all windows 
& doors. Negotiatable 
price: Ks 550 Lakhs.  Ph: 
09-500- 2313

Golden Valley, 7800 
Sqft, 3 stories, 5MBR, fully 
furnish, 5 car park, USD 
25000. Golden Valley, 
5600 Sqft, 2 stories, 
4MBR, USD 10000. 
Near Parami Rd & Kaba 
Aye Rd, 4500 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, Europeans house 
style  with lawn, 2 car 
park.USD 5000. Near 
USA Embassy & Seik 
Le Kan dar St, 6300sqft, 
2 stories,  2MBR, 2SR, 
semi furniture, USD 
7000. Near Weizayandar 
St, 3000Sqft, 3 stories, 
2MBR, 2SR, new building, 
semi furniture USD 5000. 
Ba Ho St, 6500 sqft, 2 
stories, 8MBR, USD 
10000. No need agent, 
Ph: 09-2570- 3331 

Heritage office space 
for rent, Fully renovated 
office for rent, based in 
a 100 year old heritage 
building in downtown 
Yangon on 44th street. 
Total about 130 m2 
(including mezzanine 
and rooftop terrace) on 
the first floor. Separate 
entrance with impressive 
antique wooden 
staircase, high ceilings 
and many beautiful 
authentic finishing’s. Ideal 
for small organization 
(5-8 staff) looking for 
a representative and 
tasteful office space with 
character. 1500 Usd / 
month - 3 year contract 
and monthly payment 
possible. Available from 1 
February 2015. Contact: 
edwinbriels@gmail.com 
or 09-7319 9668

highland Avenue, 7 
Mile Pyay Rd, (Near 
WHO, UNODC, 
UNOPS, Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway 
& Brazil Embassies) 
100x100, 4MBR, 6AC, 
Semi Furnished, Internet, 
USD 6000, 9666745, 
09-201-5143, Email: 
yinyinkyi16@gmail.com

Myaynigone, Newly 
decorated apartment, 
good lighting & ventilation 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Ventilation_%28arc
hitecture%29>high floor, 
clear view to Shwe Dagon 
Pagoda at quiet location, 
walking distance to Myay 
Ni Gone City Mart, Dagon 
Centre, close to Uwizara 
Rd. Rental fee $1,000/
month. Ph:09-2500-
84265, 09-2500-84265, 
09-4306-7111.

bahan, Near Chatrium 

Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 Rooms 
with Toilet, 3AC, 2 Cable 
phones, wide Car Parking. 
USD 1700 per month, Ph: 
09-312-87827, 09-7958-
84155.

SOUTH OKKALAPA, 
Innwa St, Block 6, 75 
meters away from Thitsar 
Road & Wayzayantar 
Rd, 15 minutes drive to 
Sedona Hotel, Kabar  Aye  
Pagoda Rd. 19' x 58'; 5th 
Flr, Pile Foundation, 
1MBR, 1SR, Kitchen, 
living Rm, 1 Bathroom, 
1 Toilet for common use, 
Korea Parquet Flooring, 
full furnished, 3 AC, 
Beds, Mattresses, Gas 
Cooker, Fridge, Washing 
Machine, Settee for living 
room, Water heaters for 
Bathroom, Own Meter & 
Motor for Water Filling, 
Underground Water Tank, 
1000 L Overhead Water 
Tank. Call 95 9 250 282 
178, 95 9 513 7629

Modern  House for Office 
/ Residental : No.112 (D), 
Thanlwin Rd (former 
windermere) Golden 
Valley (1), Bahan, 2½ 
Storey-Building, 1MBR 
(Bathroom attached), 
3SR, Dinning Kitchenette, 
Spacious living room, 
Broad verandah Sky-
view, Nice Lawn & 
Good ventilation, 3000 
sqft (total), Line phone 
connected with internet, 
6/8 Cars parking space 
avaliable, Main Thanlwin 
Rd, Connection both to 
University Avenue Rd 
and to Inya Rd, Subject 
to negotiatlion on interest. 
Ph : 09-502-1117.

office space to let  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - Ph: 
0 9 - 2 5 2 3 - 5 9 3 5 5 .
Email : office-mm@
uniteammarine.com, 
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon

Housing for Sale
Bagan land for sale10, 
acres.(US$ 3.5 lakhs) 
only. Contact:Victor:09 
4236 60602. Viber Ph: 
61 469 049 713.

Hmawbi just off street 
land 12,acres for sale 
suitable for to build up 
factory, ware house 
and etc:, just for US$ 
3.75,Lakhs only.Contact 
Victor:09-4236-60602. 
Viber mb:+61 469 049 
713 Email: vtchit@gmail.
com

Mayangone, Muditar 
Condo 1, 8 th Flr, 650 
sqft, Parquet, lift, Special 
Discount (Until 2014 Dec) 
Price - 275 lakhs. Ph:09-
2542-09327, 09-730-
28441, 01-226885

Mawlamyine, 2RC 
(water + electricity 
included), 60'x80', on 
Bogyote Aung San 
Rd, near Mawlamyine 
University. Price: 
negotiable. Ph: 09-515-
8738

Kandawgyi condo, 
nice view with all big  
glass window around, 2 
rooms, 2 bathrooms and 
toilets, hot water  system, 
decorated with european 
style and standard quality, 
eighth floor, 2200 sqft, 
4000 Lakh. (nego:) Ph: 
09-7954-13742

(1)Pearl Condo, 1750 
sqft, New building,Good 
water for 3500 Lakhs. 
(4) Pyay Rd, Diamond 
Condo, 1650 sqft, Nice 
View, Newly Rm, Nobody 
Stay there.  4500 Lakhs. 
Call Maureen: 09-518-
8320.

Education
special for Maths for Int'l  
School  &  Pre-University 
level Algebra, Geometry, 
Calculus & Statistics 
IGCSE (Edexcel/ 
Cambridge), SAT & IB 
exam, Tr. Kaung Myat 
BE (PE). If you want to 
be outstanding in Maths, 
Please Contact me. Ph: 
09-731-42020. 

English ( home tuition), 
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL. IELT.
GCE, IGCSE. GMAT four 
skills . local  & international  
school English : English  
for  Japaneses children  
and  adult -  home  tuition 
courses  are  avail e  now. 
You can contact to  SayaU 
Kyi Sin (Mumyint  Thar) 
Ph:09-4210-67-375, 
www.kyisinplb.blogspot.
com

STUDY GUIDE, Need help 
with your studies? I can 
ensure that you have that 
extra time and attention 
you need to succeed. I am 
a qualified tutor, with stright 
A's in GCE A levels and 
four gears of experience, 
tutring students of Grade 5 
~ 12, GCE O and A levels, 
Sat and IELTS. Ph: 01-
253543, 09-519-0543.

Mathematics Teaching 
: Students (Grade 1 
to 9 from YIS, ISM, 
ISY, Yangon Academy, 
MIS & MISY) who are 
weak in Mathsand don’t 
know how to solve the 
problems. Guide : only 
Maths for IGCSE O 
Level students who will 
sit for the exam in 2015. 
DawNaingNaingAung, 
B.Com (Q), No. (6), 
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw, 
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 09-
500-4993.

guide for 2nd M.B.,B.S, 
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

PRIMARY - International 
school, Private school: Kg 
to Primary 4 Home guide. 
Ph: 09-4200-33613.

IGCSE, GCE, SAT,  
PHYSICS. Saya U M T 
(since 1984). Ph: 09- 730- 
52859

English for international 
school students who want 
to practice or improve their 
English including literature 
and language art (principle 
of written English) for SAT 
. If you had tried as much 
as you can to follow the 
lesson and  you will get 
good experiences & skill.
This program will help 
you capability and fill 
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students 
can study in a small class. 
U Thant Zin, 28-3B, Thati 
Pahtan St, Tamwe, Ph:01- 
5035350, 09-3102-1314, 
09-3192-4423.

Teaching and guide, 
KG to Primary 6. For Int'l 
school (MIS . YIS. MISY. 
ILBC. CISM. ISM. PISM. 

TOTAL. Horizon.) Ph:09-
4200-87050.

LCCI Level I,II & III, 
Teaching, Study guide 
& Old questions. Ph: 09-
4211-34427.

Expert Services
ZCL(Y.U.F.L),  Translation 
Service : Translate  from 
English to Myanmar, 
Myanmar to English.  Ph: 
09-2506-66325. email  
atar1990@gmail.com

Translating & 
Interpreting Service: Part 
time service for English to 
Burmese to English. For 
business Correspond ing, 
Emails, Faxs & letters. 
Conferences & business 
communities for Local 
companies and offices. 
Service offered in person, 
by phone and fax, mobile 
and emails.  Phone: 09-
2540-43372

Myanmar Access 
Int'l Co., Ltd provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme, HR Develop 
ment Programme, 
Hospitality Manage 
ment Programme, 
Project Management 
Programme, English 
Training Programme. If 
you are interested, please 
contact us at Ph: 09-731-
18749, 09-732-40764 or  
email : zinminpon@gmail.
com, kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

foc Rental Services of 
condos, landed houses, 
offices and commercial 
properties. Our listings 
can be checked in http://
goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email: 
dr.thihathit@icloud.com, 
09-430-83781. 

For Rent
We have Cars for 
rent. (Expert use only).  
Mid size wagon. Now 
only350.000kyats per 
month with deposit for 
long term. company ID 
required. Call 09 730 
33776.

For Sale

Apple Ipad Air 64GB 
+ Wifi + Cellular good 
condition with cover USD 
300 call 09-43440-4455

Iphone 6 16GB, 2 silver, 

1 gold for sale. Brand new 
sealed in box. 720,000 
ks. cookiehustler@gmail.
com, 09972993330

Urgent Selling, 
Discount Price, Red link 
internet Red link internet, 
Yadnapon internet, 
Yadnapon internet. Ph:09-
4217-44300. Ph:09-4217- 
44300

Language
AN ex- English high 
school master is tutoring 
in English and Myanmar 
languages for individuals 
or a small group. For 
further details, pls phone: 
09-301-99028.

WITHIN 24 hours can 
make you confident in 
Burmese Language 
speaking scripts! Teacher 
Phyu Phyu Khin : 09-4930-
8926, phyuporcupine@
gmail.com, Add : 56/I, 
Thiri Marlar Lane, 7.5 mile, 
Pyay Rd, Yangon.

"I am a professional 
Japanese and English 

Translator. I have 3 
years of experience in 
translation & interpretation 
of documents from 
Japanese to English 
and vice versa.I have 
translated documents for 
many foreign companies 
.I am a Part-time teacher 
too.I have 2 years of 
experience in teaching 
Japanese, English & 
Myanmar Language 
to Local People and 
Foreigners. I have 
Myanmar language 
classes available for 
Japanese foreigners, 
English classes available 
for Hotel Employees 
and Japanese classes 
available for Local 
students. Contact directly 
to 09-428350386 ( 
jasmine5842@gmail.com 
) for detail. "

Teaching Myanmar 
language for adults  Near 
Myay Ni Gone City Mart, 
Sanchaung. Tel: 09-4200-
30782, 09- 972 148 283  
http://www.facebook.
com/ronald.large.92 

Teaching English for 
adults Near Myay Ni Gone 
City Mart, Sanchaung. 09-
4200- 30 782,  09-972148 
283

The FREE fun way to learn 
English.  mm.english-
attack.com  Promotional 
code for free account 
MFA2.  

I’m an experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar. I have over 
6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me 
for an evaluation.  I’m a 
professional teacher who 
will help you improve 
your speaking, reading 
and writing skills. I use 
Singaporean text books 
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading and writing in 

Mandarin. I’m available 
Monday-Sunday with 
a flexible schedule. I 
also teaching Myanmar 
Language to all Foreigner. 
For more details please 
call the number below. If I 
don’t answer please send 
me a SMS and I will get 
back to you as soon as 
possible. Elizabeth Bao 
Shi : 095-9-516-2988

U MYA HAN, French, 
English & Myanmar  
Classes. Ph: 09-731- 
74940

Native speaker from 
Canada with BA & MA 
and almost 20 years 
of experience teaching 
Asian students. Most 
of my students like me 
because I am very kind 
and friendly, and I try to 
encourage them in their 
language learning.  I 
can help you with your 
pronunciation, listening, 
IELTS and other skills. 
Please call me at 09 2600 
24934.

Travel
JPM Journeys Princess 
Myanmar Travel & Tours 
: Domestic & Int'l ticketion, 
Hotel accommodation 
bookings, Package tours, 
Visa on arrival, Publics 
buses, trains, river boats, 
Off the beaten track, 
Individually tailored 
incentive tours, Special 
event tours, Expert 
guides for all journeys 
princess Myanmar tours. 
Ph: 09-731-45835, 09-
252-030997. Email : jpm.
sales3@gmail.com, jpm.
rsvn@gmail.com

Training
dagon Logistics Co., Ltd 
is seeking (1) Sales and 
Marketing Manager (1 
Post). University degree 
in business or marketing 
or business studies. 
Prefer 25 years old and 
above. Minimum of 3 
years sales and marketing 
experience. Be able to 
speak and write in both 
English and Burmese. 
Have a good working 
knowledge of Microsoft 
Office, Excel and 
Power point. Excellent 
organizational, planning 
and interpersonal 
skills. Willing to travel if 
necessary Duties and 
Responsibilities. (2) 
Business Development 
Manager (1 post). Prefer 
Female above 25 years 
old. Prefer graduated 
with MBA/ BBM/ EPP/ 
IT degree/ Computer 
Science. Good command 
in IT & Telecom knowledge 
background. Good 
command in English 4 
skills fluently. Social Media 
& Web Marketing Skills. 
Able to use MS words, 
Excel and Powerpoint. 
Able to travel to Oversea/ 
Local Training. (3) 
Graphic Designer (1 

post). Any Graduate. 
Must have experience in 
Adobe Photoshop, Adobe 
flash Illustrator (or) Corel 
Draw. If you are interested 
to join withus, please send 
your CV not later than 
28/2/2015 address to 
(kathy@hellocabs.com.
mm) or personal directly 
address to No.24, Aye 
Yeik Mon 2nd Street, 4th 
Ward, Hlaing Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar with 
complete documents.

global Academy 
is opening following 
courses: Communicative 
English. Computer 
Operations. Personality 
Enhancement. Sales & 
Customer Relationship. 
Banking & Finance. Hotel 
Management. Retail 
Stores Management. 
If you are interested 
please join No.51, 62nd 
St, Between 38th & 39th 
St, Mahar Aung Myae 
Township, Mandalay. 
Ph: +95 262437, +95 
9250945656, +95 
9250053608, +95 
9975119733. www.
g l o b a l p r o t e k . s g / g a 
Mandalay Computer: 
Computer for Kids, 
Basic Accounting for 
Job I-Office ,  Advanced 
Excel Course, DTP 
Course  MYOB Software, 
Peach Tree Software, 
Window Shortcut 
Course, Email & Internet 
Course  Mp3, Mp4, Video 
Editing, Multimedia  
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

Art Basic, Perspective, 
Interior Design, Exterior 
Design & Colour Theory. 
Learn Art 5 months to be 
a professional architect. 
Only 2 months for Special 
classes. Home tuition 
also available. New 
Vision Art Gallery and 
Center,No 132 lift no: 4 
Bagaya Rd, Sanchaung, 
Shann Lann  Bus top, Ph: 

09-2542-57911

Public Notics
Community Partners 
International, Yangon 
office relocated to the 
following address- No. 
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane, 
Parami  Road, Chaw dwin 
gone, Yankin Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph: + 
95 1 657909

The Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia is pleased 
to invite pre-qualified 
companies to tender for 
supply and installation 
of Physical Security 
System  at Embassy 
Building. All interested 
Tenders are required in 
advance to purchase 
the Documents for 
specification and General 
Contractual terms, which 
will be obtained from: 
The Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia : No.6S, 
InyaYeiktha Street, Ward 
10, Mayangone, Yangon, 
Myanmar

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.
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Ingo Position
The United Nations 
World Food Programme, 
is seeking  (1)   
Programme Officer/
Head of Sub Office 
NO-B, Kachin State (Re-
advertise) please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
27 February 2015.

The United Nations 
World Food Programme, 
is seeking (1)
Programme Assistant 
GS-5, Hakha. For more 
information, please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB 
24 February 2015

Ingo Position
Community Partner 
int’l is seeking HR 
& Administration 
Director in Yangon, 
Travel to  Regular travel 
to CPI offices in Mae 
Sot, Thailand, as well 
as Hpa-An, Mandalay, 
Myitkyinar, and Dawei 
: Bachelor’s degree 
required in HR, Business 
Administration, or 
related field. 10 years 
experience, preferably 
in the Myanmar context. 
Direct experience 
handling both local & 
int'l compensation & 
benefit issues strongly 
preferred. Experience 
in matrix organizations 
with functional and 
geographical lines of 
reporting. Excellent 
English skills & 
Myanmar  language 
skills. Please  submit 
a cover letter to do so, 
click on the "Add Cover 
Letter" button once you 
have submitted the 
application. Applicants 
without a cover letter 
will not be considered. 
Please be aware that 
you will need to answer 
a brief questionnaire 
completely about your 
qualifications and 
availability at the time 
of applying. If you need 
time to answer these 
questions, please do 
not close the browser.
Because of the large 
volume of applicants 
only shortlisted 
candidates will be 
contacted. We thank 
you for your submission.   
To apply, click on the 
link below.http://www.
cpint l .org/ jobs-and-
fellowships-in-Burma-
M y a n m a r - h e a l t h -
education-community-
development. Please 
submit CV & a cover 
letter to via ZipRecruiter 
(add link) or by email to 
hr.ygn@cpintl.org by 
February 20, 2015.  

TERRE des hommes 

Italia is seeking Junior 
Agronomist (Based in 
Magway & Mandalay 
Region) :University in 
Agriculture, 3 years 
experience in INGOs, 
Fluent in English, 
Good computer skills, 
(2)Asst: Logistician/
Warehouse keeper 
(Based in Yenanchaung 
& Natmauk) (3)Work 
supervisor (Based 
in Yenanchaung & 
Natmauk) : for 2 & 
3: Bachelor degree, 
Command of English, 
Command of Microsoft 
office. Please submit 
application with 
complete information 
about current job & 
expected salary incl 
CV, photo references 
by email or by postal 
service to 48, Shwe 
Hinn Thar st, Hlaing. 
Email ht.tdhit.mya@
gmail.com. Closing date 
: 26.2.15

int'l Rescue Committee 
- Myanmar is seeking (1)
Agricultural Support 
Officer 1 post in Sittwe, 
Rakhine State: Bachelor's 
degree in agriculture. 
Diploma with  2 years' 
experience. knowledge 
of Rakhine language. 
( 2 ) C o m m u n i t y 
Mobilisation Manager 1 
post in Myebon, Rakhine 
State:  Degree in social 
sciences with 3 years 
experience. Operational 
knowledge of Microsoft 
Office. Fluency in English, 
(4)Project Officer 
- WATSA/ Hygiene 
1 post in Myebon/ 
Minbya, Rakhine State: 
Bachelor's degree. 2 
years experience. (4)
Field Operations 
Coordinator : Masters 
Degree in Business 
Administration, 4 
years experience. (6)
Reproductive Health 
Project Manager: 
Medical degree with 
public health background/ 
Master of public health or 
post graduate diploma in 
public health is an asset. 
5 years experience. 
For all posts : Fluent 
in English. Computer 
skills in Microsoft Office. 
Please submit a Cover 
letter & CV to the HR 
Department by email at: 
WaiMar.Naing@rescue.
org Closing date : 24 
February 2015.

(1)Medical Doctor 
(Sittwe) 1 Post (2)
Restoring Family 
Links Officer (Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
(3)Township Branch 
Project Officer - 1 post 
(4)Development & 
Liaison Officer - 1 post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 

society.org
(1) National  Mine Risk 
Education Coordinator      
(Yangon) 1 Post (2) 
Mine Risk Education 
Coordinator (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (3)Supporting 
Officer (Lashio) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, myanmar 
redcrosssociety.org

(1)Branch Wash 
Officer (Mogok) 1 post (2)
Field Assistant (Malaria)
(Maikai) 1 post (3)Field 
Assistant (CP  (Bago) 1 
post (4)Field Supervisor 
(CPP) (Pyay/Bago) 2 
posts.(5)Monitoring & 
Reporting Officer (Nay 
Pyi Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Of f i ce )Yaza t ingaha 
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
myanmar redcross 
society.org.

(1)Legal Advisor  
(Nay Pyi Taw / Yangon) 
1 Post (2)Logistics 
Development Officer 
(NayPyiTaw) 1 Post (3) 
Restoring Family Link 
(RFL) Coordinator (Nay 
Pyi Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha  
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, 
Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
Myanmar redcross 
society.org

Local Positions
TRAVEL companies 
is looking for Senior 
travel assistant cum 
authorized tourist 
guide, wth three foreign 
languages, may please 
contact to 09-301-99028.

SMEC Myanmar is seeking 
(1)Senior-Government 
liasion & stakeholder 
Specialist : 15 years of 
experience in leading. 
Conducting in leading, 
conducting & organising 
stakeholder consultation. 
( 2 ) E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
imapct Asscessment 
Specialist : 10 years 
experience in environ 
mental & social impact 
assessment & related 
filelds. (3)Hydrology, 
Sediment & Water 
Qaulity Specialist : 
tertiray qualifications in 
environmental sciences 
or water resources 
engineering knowledge 
& experience in 
environmental & social 
impact assessments. 
For all posts : Based in 
Yangon but frequent tavel 
to shan state. Please 

email applications & any 
enquiries to myanmar@
smec.com by Feburary. 
Ph : 01-8603578.

MYANMAR COSCO Ltd 
is seeking (Full time) (1)
Accountant  : B.Com, 
Diploma in Accounting 
(LCCI), CAT & ACCA  with 
2 years experience; or 
equivalent combination 
of education & experien 
ce. Good command 
of English. Chinese is 
preferable. Computer 
literate, (2)Cashier : 
University Degree in 
F inance/Account ing 
or Diploma in LCCI or 
CAT. 2 years in related 
job(s) by handling cash 
payments, bank process 
& treasury management. 
Good command of 
English. Chinese is 
preferable. Computer 
literate Excellent 
accounting skills. (3)
Senior Executive 
(Admin Department): 
ABE diploma in 
business management 
is preferable, University 
graduate, 5 years 
experience, Good 
command of English 
& Mandarin. Good 
experience in using 
a variety of software 
packages, such as 
Microsoft Word, Outlook, 
Powerpoint, Excel, 
Access, etc., to produce 
correspondence & 
documents and maintain 
records, spreadsheets & 
databases. Pls send CV to 
admin@cosco.com.mm. 
(151), Rm (B-503),5th 
Flr, Myawaddy Bank 
Luxury Complex, Corner 
of Bogyoke Aung San St 
& Wardan St, Lanmadaw, 
Yangon. Closing date : 
16.2.2015. 

myanmar Travel is 
seeking 3 Tour Operation 
& Reservation 
(Myanmar Citizen only) : 
1 year experience as Tour 
Operator for the inbound 
travel  company. Fluency 
in English both speaking 
and writing. Possess 
computer proficiency: 
Microsoft Office, Excel. 
Interested person send 
CV (with photo attached) 
to Ma Nway Nway Eai, 
Country Manager, Email: 
resal@myanmartravel.
com, Ph: 09-430-74201.

Int'l Managed 4 Star 
Hotel with 111 rooms, 3 
F&B Outlets and Wellness 
Center is seeking : 
Administration: (1).HR 
& Training Manager : 
Responsible for Hotel HR 
and training program, 3 
~ 5 year experience. (2).
Executive Secretary 
: PA to GM with overall 
Administration.Speak 
and write good English. 
Able to do  Reports 
and Minutes. (3).F&B 
Secretary : 2 ~ 3 year 
experience in F&B 
Admin. Admin. staff in 
hotel can also apply. 
Computer usage is 
compulsory. (4).Business 
Centre: Supervisor : 

Admini stration of Center 
with Guests relation 
experiences. All Guests 
administration duties 
for a business center. 
(5).Room Reservation:  
Reservation Super 
visor : 2 ~ 3 years 
of hotel reservation 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Reservation Co-
coordinator  with 1 ~ 2 
years hotel reservation 
administration. (6).
Drivers : 2~ 3 years 
experience with good 
and clean driving record. 
Able to converse in 
basic English. Required 
to pick up International 
guests. Knowledge of 
local sights. Those with 
International Hotel locally 
or oversea experience 
are preferred. Apply with 
confidence with headline 
of job apply to skyeogi@
gmail.com. Closing date 
28 Feb. 2015. 

Myanmar Food 
Co., Ltd is seeking (1).
Brand manager (2).HR 
assistant - M/F 1 post (3).
Store Keeper - M/F (4).
Service Provider - M/F 
20 posts (5).Customer 
Service Executive 
(Hostess) M/F 2 posts 
(6).Admin Executive - 
M/F 1 post (7).Quality 
Control - M/F 1 post (8).
Service Engineer - M 
1 post . Plese cubmit to 
Myanmar Food Co., Ltd , 
ph: 09- 730- 99383, mfft.
hr@gmail.com 

 Myanmar Lifestyle 
Co.ltd, is seeking (1). 
Marketing Manager - 
M/F 1 post (2).Retail 
Operation Manger - 
M/F 1 post (3).Brand 
Manager - F 3 posts 
(4).Sales & Marketing 
Operation Assistant 
- F 1 post (5).Admin 
Executive - M/F 1 post 

(6).Operation assistant     
- M/F 1 post (7). Graphic 
Designer - M/F 1 post :  
Age  20 ~ 35,   1 year 
experiences. Please 
submit to  Myanmar 
Lifestyle Co. Ltd., 
Ph:+95 9 3361 1110, 
sevenfridaymm@gmail.
com 

(1) Trainee Accountant 
- M /F 1 Post (2) 
Assistant Accountant- 
M/F 1 Post (3) Senior 
Accountant- M/F 1 Post 
(4) Office Secretary / 
Executive Secretary- 
F 1 Post (5) Estate 
Coordinator - F 1 Post 
(6) Technical Assistant  
– M 1 Post. For all posts 
must be speak  English. 
Please submit CV with 
necessary documents 
to 17, Shwe Tha Pyay 
Yeik Mon 2, Nawarat St, 
10 South/North quarter, 
Thaketa.Email- wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com  Ph: 09-4211-66892

Int'l Managed 4 Star 
Hotel is seeking (1)EAM 
Assisting Hotel GM in 
overall operations, Strong 
Sales background, with 
Int'l hotels experience 
(2)Sales Managers: 
Responsible for overall 
Hotel, Banquet & 
Membership sales. 
Managed Team of  
Sales Executives. Good 
English with a good PR 
approach. (3).Sales 
Executives : Reporting 
to Sales Manager for 
the success of Sales 
Team (4).Wellness 
Manager:  Able to 
managed Center with 
Gym, Salon & Wellness. 
Responsible for P&L and 
membership promotion. 
(5).Salon Supervisor: 
Able to managed the 
Salon with profitability. 
Good incentive. (6).

Wellness: Supervisor 
.Managed wellness 
center profitability with 
incentive. F&B Dept: 
(7).F&B Manager to 
managed F&B Operation 
with Good Banquet 
operations background.   
Staff training & under 
stand local market 
environment. (8).
Restaurant Manager. 
Must able to managed 
Western Restaurant and 
Banqueting.(9).Sous 
Chef:  Int'l Trained cooks. 
(10).Guest Relation 
Officer: Must speak and 
write English. University 
graduates. (11).Lobby 
Duty  Manager : With Int'l 
hotel experience.. Speak 
and write English. Have a 
good PR approach.  (12).
IT Manager : Incharge 
of Hotel IT system. Int'l 
Hotel locally or oversea 
experience are preferred. 
Apply with confidence 
with headline of job apply 
to skyeogi@gmail.com 
Closing date: 28, Feb. 
2015. 

INTER GROUP of 
companies is seeking 
( 1 ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant - F : Degree 
Holder, 3 years  
experience, Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate. (2)Accounts 
Executive - M/ F :ACCA 
or B.Com, 3 years 
experience in full set of 
Accounts preparation, 
Experience in MYOB, 
Great team player with 
excellent communication 
& interpersonal skills, 
Able to multi-tasks and 
meet tight reporting 
deadlines, Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate, Willing to travel 
overseas for training and 
must hold valid passport. 
Please submit detailed 

CV in person or by email, 
stating your current & 
expected salary, date 
of availability, reason 
for leaving and a recent 
passport photo to :  7(D), 
1st Flr, 6 Miles, Pyay Rd, 
Hlaing, Yangon, Tel: 09-
7310 5353, 09-7310 
5340 Email:   hr-ygn@
icononline.net 

( 1 ) M ark   e t i n g 
Manager - F 5 posts 
must be interesting in 
real estate  business,  age 
between 25 to 35, good 
looking (2)Computer- F 
3 posts word, Excel, page 
maker, photo shop (3)
Driver - M 3 posts 5 years 
license, Age between 30 
to 45 years old. contact 
phone : 09-4201-14749, 
09-4211- 77105.

wanted Office Staff. 
Must be graduated. 
Fluent in English, Good 
knowledge in MS word/ 
excel. Able to work in 
door/ out door. Interested 
person apply CV to 
No.243, 4th Flr, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Middle Block, 
Kyauktada, Tel: 09-420 
731246.

A restaurant is 
looking for a general 
manager. 300,000 - 
450,000 ks/month and 5% 
profits, cookiehustler@
gmail.com, 09-9729-
93330

Turquoise mountain  
is seeking experienced 
architect (individual 
or practice) required to 
undertake full measured 
and condition survey of 
historic building. Please 
contact, email: harry@
turquo isemount ian .
orgtel: 09-979-786 575.

English speaking 
& writing staff for 
English magazine. 
cnucontents@hanmail.
net ph: 09-4500-65916

HAGL Myanmar Centre is the single-largest 100% Vietnam invested project in Myanmar and owns
First Integrated and International Standard, mixed-use development located at No.192Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon. Our premium facilities comprise Four Grade A Office 
Towers, One Retail Podium, One Five-Star Hotel, Three Residential and Two Serviced Apartments.
We are inviting application to fill in the following positions:

1.	Leasing Manager(M/F - 2 Posts) (Code: J01)
•	 Must be a graduate in Business Administration, Economics, Sales & Marketing or overseas 

studies 
•	 and MBA are preferable.
•	 Good command of spoken & written English.
•	 Be highly process orientated with a high level of attention to detail, accuracy and efficiency
•	 Able to deal with multinational tenants. 
•	 Strong negotiator with the ability to source and close business deals. 
•	 Possess good knowledge of sales and marketing & able to prepare strategy and business 

plan
•	 Good presentation skill, professional, positive and proactive at all times. 
•	 Computer literate & minimum (3) years experience in relevant manager role.

2.	Sales, Leasing &Marketing Officer(M/F - 15 Posts) (Code: J02)   
•	 Must be a graduate & computer literate. 
•	 Must have at least one year experience in the residential and office Leasing Sales and 

Hospitality.
•	 Good in spoken and written English. 
•	 Be flexible & have a good interpersonal, motivational& teamwork skills.

3.	Architect Engineer(M/F – 3 Posts) (Code: J03)
•	 Bachelor's degree in either architecture, engineering, interior design or related building & 

construction 
•	 discipline; 
•	 Experience in related construction or retail industry will be considered. At least 3 years of 

working experience
•	 Strong administrator with good communication skills.
•	 Committed, self-motivated and dependable
•	 Proficient in MS-Office and Excel required
•	 Fair knowledge of spoken & written English.

4.	Admin Executive(M/F – 2 Posts) (Code: J04)
•	 Any graduate, computer literate &minimum(2) years experience in Admin work.
•	 Flexible, pleasant personality & good interpersonal skill. Hospitality industry background is 
•	 preferable.
•	 Fair knowledge of spoken & written English.
•	 Able to work overtime upon work requirement.

5.	Receptionist(F)(3 Posts) (Code: J05)  
•	 Pleasant personality.
•	 Flexible & having good interpersonal skill.
•	 Hospitality industry background is preferable.
•	 Positive attitude & minimum (1) year experience in reception.
•	 Computer literate & age (20-30) years.
•	 Good appearance shall be preferred.

Interested applicants are encouraged to send a cover letter in English, updated CV with recent 
passport photo(4x6cm)& copies of testimonials to the following address not later than 8th March, 
2015.(Only short-listed candidates will be invited for interview)

Hoang AnhGia Lai Myanmar Company Limited
No.192, Kabaraye Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon City, Myanmar.
Email: recruitment.hagl@gmail.com

VACANCY  ANNOUNCEMENT



T IGER Woods is not taking a 
break from the PGA Tour to 
fix a hitch in his golf swing. 
He’s taking a break to fix 
the hitch in his head. The 

issue is not so much how to hit the golf 
ball, but whether he wants to hit it at 
all. When a guy who famously hates 
public life gives formal media inter-
views about his “deactivated glutes”, 
you get the feeling he’s looking for an 
out. Translation: “I think I’d like to go 
home and sit for awhile.”

What’s really wrong with Woods 
is that he hasn’t been practising. No 
skilled professional’s short game goes 
this far wrong if he’s been working at 
it. When you start skulling the ball 
across the green, that’s less a me-
chanical issue than a result of spend-
ing more time in places like Cortina 
d’Ampezzo than on the golf course. 
There is nothing wrong with that, 
either. Woods is 39, and he’s earned 
some time in the Alps.

Apparently one of the things Woods 
is attempting to figure out is whether, 
for the first time in his life, he can play 
world-class tournament golf without 
being a raging narcissist. There was an 
oddly conflicted and revealing clause 
in his statement announcing a leave of 
absence from the PGA Tour on Febru-
ary 11. “Right now, I need a lot of work 
on my game, and to still spend time 
with the people that are important to 
me,” he said. 

Woods used to practise so obses-
sively that he would play 54 holes in 
a single day. At his peak in 2005 he 
played 26 tournaments worldwide. 
But in the decade since, he has played 
in 20 tournaments just three times. 
Some of those absences were results 
of injuries to his knee and back, of 
course. But it’s also a fact that he’s in 
a love affair with globe-travelling skier 
Lindsey Vonn, and is a father to two 
soccer-playing children. 

“I would say I practise much less 
now,” Woods acknowledged a couple 
of weeks ago. “One, I’ve been hurt, and 
two, I want to spend as much time as I 
can with my kids.”

Woods appeared in just 11 tourna-
ments worldwide in the past year. Of 
those, he withdrew from three, and 
missed the cut in three. He has fin-

ished 72 holes in a tournament just 
four times. 

Part of his struggle is undoubtedly 
about adapting to swing changes, but 
he also appears to be struggling with 
a sheer lack of enthusiasm. It’s never 
clear anymore when Woods’s grimaces 
on the golf course are from pain or 
frustration. He walks a course almost 
glumly, clad in grays and browns, as 
opposed to his old triumphalist week-
end uniform of red shirt and black 
trousers. His recovery shots, the sting-
ers and lashed woods out of the rough 
are just bright glancing moments 
amid a grind.

When a player of his calibre shoots 
a career-worst 82 to miss the Phoenix 
Open cut by 12 strokes, and then cites 
a tight butt in withdrawing on one of 
his favorite courses, Torrey Pines, the 

issue is not wholly physical. The is-
sue is loss of conviction. Woods’s vul-
nerability is an about-face from the 
days when people wondered whether 
his playing partners shot three shots 
worse just because they were intimi-
dated. Behind any kind of athletic con-
viction is conditioning: the knowledge 
that you’ve done the work. For the first 
time in his career, Woods hasn’t done 
the work. And it’s not just because he 
has been unable to, but also because 
he has been unwilling to. 

Oh, he has fiddled with his swing. 
He has broken it down and built it 
back up again with Sean Foley and 
now Chris Como. He has revamped 
himself so completely that the Golf 
Channel’s Brandel Chamblee believes 
he has compromised his natural swing 

with over-analysis, and that’s certainly 
a factor. Woods has uttered a lot of 
confusing illogic in trying to explain 
why he has struggled to break 80. He 
says he’s “caught right between pat-
terns, just old pattern, new pattern”. 
About those ghastly wedge shots: 
“Because of my old pattern, I was so 
steep on it, that I have a new grind on 
my wedge and sometimes it’s hard to 
trust. This is a similar grind I used to 
use back in the early 2000s, but it’s a 
different grind.”

But the truth is, if Woods decided 
to just get comfortable and hit it, his 
swing would be fixed. 

Woods said in his statement on 
February 11, “I am committed to get-
ting back to the pinnacle of my game.” 
But the next sentence he left open 
ended. “I won’t be there unless my 
game is tournament-ready. That’s not 
fair to anyone.” 

He is going back home to Jupiter, 
Florida, to practise and prepare for the 
rest of the season, he said. But isn’t that 
what he was supposedly doing these 
past few months? It’s difficult to see 
how chipping in his backyard and doing 
laps around his 3.5-acre private prac-
tice area, which includes four greens, a 
wedge range and his own hitting bay, 
is going to get him tournament-ready. 
As Woods himself said a few days ago, 
“You’ve got to get out there and do it. 
Hitting golf balls is one thing and play-
ing golf at home is another. Playing tour-
nament golf is entirely another.”

Woods is not caught in between 
swing patterns so much as he’s caught 
in between his reluctance to spend 
hours on the golf course these days 
and his old competitive instincts 
and acute embarrassment at playing 
poorly. He wants to play well but is no 
longer sure he wants to do the obses-
sive work it takes.

Woods certainly has earned the 
right to be less committed to golf. He’s 
a buttoned-up man who has been com-
peting on a bad knee for several years. 
Prodigydom is a lifelong struggle for 
physical health and mental balance. 
In addition to a broken-down body, 
Woods apparently is now dealing with 
a somewhat weary mind. The question 
is not whether he can fix his swing. It’s 
whether, if he can’t play at the level to 
which he’s accustomed, he wants to 
play at all. – The Washington Post

Woods can turn around 
his golf game, but how 
much does he want to?
Sally Jenkins

Golfer Tiger Woods (left) and skier Lindsey Vonn of the US talk after her second run during the 2015 World Alpine Ski 
Championships women’s giant slalom in Beaver Creek, Colorado, on February 12. Photo: AFP
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When a player 
of his calibre ... 
cites a tight butt in 
withdrawing on 
one of his favorite 
courses, Torrey 
Pines, the issue is 
not wholly physical.

ANALYSIS

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Ceres Fruit Juices (Proprietary) Limited, a company 
organized under the laws of South Africa carrying on business 
as manufacturer and having its  principal office at Glacier Place, 
1 Sportica Crescent, Tygervalley, 7530, South Africa is the owner 
and  sole   proprietor  of the following  Trademark:-

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/8824/2014
Used in respect of :-“fruit drinks and fruit juices”. (International 
Class 32)

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers 
Ph:0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Patrick Mirandah Co.(S) Pte Ltd, Singapore)
Dated. 16th February, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
Mitsubishi Rayon Co., Ltd., a corporation duly organized and 
existing under the laws of Japan, of 1-1, Marunouchi 1-Chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8253, Japan,  is the Owner of the 
following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 9347/2009
in respect of “Synthetic resin sheets, synthetic resin moulding 
materials used in industry, chemical products used in industry ”.

Fraudulent imitation or  unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark  
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Mitsubishi Rayon Co., Ltd.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated:  16 February 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Ricola Ltd., of Baselstrasse 31-4242 Laufen (Switzerland), is the 
Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

RICOLA
Reg. No. 3335/1998

in respect of “Pharmaceutical preparations including medicated 
confectionery; non-medicated confectionery, tea”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Ricola  Ltd.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 16 February 2015
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CHELSEA and Everton have been 
charged by the Football Association 
with failing to control their play-
ers, but Branislav Ivanovic won’t 
face punishment over his clash with 
James McCarthy.

Blues defender Ivanovic tangled 
with Everton midfielder McCarthy 
during a mass brawl after Toffees 
star Gareth Barry was sent off in the 
86th minute at Stamford Bridge on 
February 11.

A panel of former referees studied 
the incident, in which Ivanovic was 
accused of butting McCarthy on the 
back of his head, but decided it was 

not worthy of a red card.
The FA also investigated claims 

made on social media that Ivanovic 
had bitten McCarthy. The organisation 
studied all video footage and contact-
ed Everton, and found conclusively he 
had not done so.

However, both clubs face discipli-
nary action for “failing to ensure their 
players conducted themselves in an 
orderly fashion and/or refrained from 
provocative behaviour”.

The two clubs have until February 
17 to respond to the charge.

Regarding Ivanovic, an FA statement 
read, “Chelsea’s Branislav Ivanovic will 

not face any further action in relation 
to an incident involving Everton’s James 
McCarthy in the 86th minute.

“In Premier League matches, if 
an incident has not been seen by the 
match officials, a three-man panel of 
former elite referees will be asked by 
the FA to review it and advise what, 
if any, action they believe the match 
referee should have taken had it been 
witnessed at the time.

Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho had 
threatened to walk out of his post-
match media conference when asked 
about the possible head-butt by 
Ivanovic. – AFP

B RAZIL World Cup stadi-
um Manaus will, subject 
to FIFA approval, host 
matches at next year’s 
Rio de Janeiro Olympic 

Games, the 2016 organising com-
mittee announced on February 12.

The inclusion of the Amazon 
jungle venue follows the example 
of London 2012 where the football 
competition held games in provin-
cial cities including Glasgow, Car-
diff and Newcastle.

“Nothing is more emblematic 
than Amazonia,” said organising 
committee chair Carlos Nuzman, 
who added the Olympics must be 
the “Games of Brazil” and not just 
Rio as the tournament comes to 
South America for the first time.

Manaus’ Amazonia Arena was 
the scene of England’s first-round 
loss to Italy, one of four World Cup 
games staged in the city.

Last month, Nuzman said FIFA 
had voiced concern over whether 
pitches in Rio and fellow World Cup 
venues Brasilia, Belo Horizonte, Sao 
Paulo and Salvador would stand up 
to multiple use in early Olympic 
rounds.

That prompted the host nation 
to propose using more cities, and 
on February 12 Manaus was offi-
cially put forward as a sixth venue.

Nuzman said the matter had 
been discussed at length but that to 
date FIFA had given “no indication, 
either in favour or against” the pro-
posal. A definitive decision is due 
by August. 

There have been fears in Brazil 
that the Amazonia Arena, built at 
a cost of US$270 million, would 
end up as a “white elephant” 
as the northern state boasts no 
top-flight football club to fill the 
swanky, basket-shaped ground 
holding 41,000.

“We shall now work with FIFA 
to ensure these cities are approved,” 

said Jose Maria Marin, president of 
the Brazilian Football Confedera-
tion (CBF).

Rio state governor Luis Fernan-
do Pezao expressed confidence that 
the tournament will leave “a great 
legacy”.

Pezao also alluded to public 
worries about the cost of hosting 
sports events, which prompted na-
tionwide demonstrations going into 
last year’s World Cup, insisting that 
infrastructural investments for the 
World Cup and the Oympics “are 
for the benefit of the population”.

The overall infrastructure budget 
for the Games will be $10.76 billion 
with private funding due to cover an 
operating budget of $2.45 billion. 

With 16 men’s teams and 12 wom-
en’s team due to contest the Olym-
pics, the current four-city structure 
could mean some stadiums hosting 
more than one match a day during 
the August 3 to 19 football event.

The women’s qualifiers kickoff 
on August 3, with men’s action start-
ing a day later as Brazil’s men target 
a crown still to elude the five-time 
world champions after their 2012 fi-
nal defeat by Mexico at Wembley.

Rio’s legendary Maracana, 
which hosted Germany’s World Cup 
final win over Argentina in July, is 
scheduled to host semi-final and fi-
nal matches. – AFP

Players warm up ahead of a football match in Tedim, northern Chin State, 
on February 10. The town, at an altitude of 1662 metres (5452 feet), hosted 
teams from nearby villages last week for a tournament in honour of the 
centenary of Bogyoke Aung San’s birth.

RIO DE JANEIRO

Chelsea and Everton charged after Bridge battle

Brazil proposes 
Manaus for 
Olympic football

IN PICTUREs

Photos: Wade Guyitt
‘We shall now 
work with FIFA to 
ensure these cities 
are approved.’

Jose Maria Marin 
Brazilian Football Confederation
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Have the golfing blues 
caught Tiger by the tail?
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MYANMAR has secured a draw in 
Group A of the FIFA Under-20 World 
Cup, placing them in the same group 
as host nation New Zealand for the 
tournament that will be held from 
May 30 to June 20.  

The group also includes the Unit-
ed States and Ukraine. The official 
draw ceremony was held in New 
Zealand on February 10, and the 24 
teams were drawn into six groups of 
four.

The first-round matches to be 
played in Auckland, Wellington, Ham-
ilton, Dunedin, New Plymouth and 
Christchurch.

Myanmar U-20 team striker Than 
Paing said after the results were an-
nounced that the other teams in their 
group were very strong, but Myanmar 
would do their best.

“We need to watch videos of our 
opponents playing in matches so we 
can prepare to meet them in the World 
Cup,” he said.

Myanmar will face the United 
States in their opening match on May 
30, followed by Ukraine on June 2 and 
New Zealand on June 5.

The winner and runner-up in each 
group, as well as the best four third-
place teams, will advance to the round 
of 16.

As preparation for the World Cup, 
Myanmar’s U-20 team will compete in 
the Three Nations Tournament against 
Fiji and Uzbekistan at Mandalar Thiri 
Stadium in Mandalay from February 
15 to 19. 

After the tournament ends, Myan-
mar will participate in joint training 
in England, Germany and Australia in 
the lead-up to the World Cup.

Last October, Myanmar’s U-20 
team participated in 2014 AFC U-19 
Championship and qualified for the 
2015 FIFA U-20 World Cup after reach-
ing the semi-finals stage.

The competition in New Zealand 
marks the Myanmar U-20 team’s de-
but in World Cup competition.

– With AFP

U-20 World 
Cup draws 
announced

New Zealand abuzz
over Cricket World Cup
Rugby takes a rare backseat as nation prepares for tournament  

Kyaw Zin Hlaing
kyawzinhlaing.mcm@gmail.com

WELLINGTON

O RGANISERS say New 
Zealand was buzzing 
with excitement ahead 
of the Cricket World 
Cup, the largest sporting 

event held in the South Pacific na-
tion since rugby union’s showcase 
tournament in 2011.

New Zealand is co-hosting the 
event with Australia and will stage 
23 games in seven cities, including 
two quarter-finals and a semi.

“Interest is building really rap-
idly,” said Sports Minister Jonathan 
Coleman.

“The Black Caps have had a 
great summer. We’ve sold more 
than 300,000 tickets of the 400,000 
available in New Zealand. It’s all 
go. People are really excited about 
the tournament, about the visitors 
coming here, and we’re quietly 
optimistic about the Black Caps 
chances.”

The tournament is a rare mo-
ment in the spotlight for cricket, a 
sport that comes a distant second 
to rugby union in the popularity 
stakes of a land obsessed with the 
mighty All Blacks.

Instead, last weekend’s launch of 
the Super 15 rugby season was over-
shadowed as pundits and talkback 
radio callers debated the composi-
tion of the New Zealand pace attack 
in the tournament’s opening game 
against Sri Lanka on February 14.

“You go around the beaches and 
the parks and there’s kids and fam-
ilies playing cricket,” New Zealand 
Cricket chief executive David White 
said.

“We’ve worked really hard on 
engaging with the public. It’s really 
gotten momentum in the country 
and there’s a real buzz in New Zea-
land at the moment.”

The 2011 Rugby World Cup re-
mains the largest event ever staged 
in New Zealand, generating 1.35 
million ticket sales and attracting 
133,000 international visitors.

The New Zealand leg of the 
cricket tournament has 400,000 
tickets and is expected to being in 
more than 30,000 visitors, mostly 
from England and India.

Tourism Industry Association of 

New Zealand chief executive Chris 
Roberts said it was similar in scale 
to a British and Irish Lions rugby 
union tour.

“But then you’ve got New Zea-
land appearing every night in news 
bulletins in India and all these oth-
er countries. You can’t buy that type 
of exposure,” he said.

Former New Zealand batsman 
Mark Greatbatch said holding 

events in Christchurch was particu-
larly pleasing as the city was un-
able to host matches for the Rugby 
World Cup in the wake of a devas-
tating earthquake that killed 185 
people.

“It’s amazing to have games in 
Christchurch because back in 2011 
they lost the World Cup rugby,” 
he said. “They’ve also had a really 
tough time, so to have the opening 
game there is going to be special.”

Adding to the excitement this 
year is the fact that New Zealand 
are viewed as genuine contenders 
to lift the trophy, rather than their 
normal status as plucky underdogs.

Cricketing legend Ian Botham is 
among those tipping New Zealand 
to go all the way for the first time 
after falling six times at past tour-
naments in the semi-finals.

While for most Kiwis the 2011 
Rugby World Cup is the most fond-
ly remembered sporting event the 
nation has hosted, Black Caps cap-
tain Brendon McCullum is looking 
back to 1992 for inspiration.

That was the last time New Zea-
land co-hosted the Cricket World 
Cup, when Martin Crowe’s unfan-
cied team caught the nation’s imag-
ination with a giant-killing run to 
the semi-finals, toppling Australia, 
India, South Africa and England on 
the way.

“We’ve got fond memories of 
that campaign and how it captivat-
ed New Zealand,” said McCullum, 
who was a 10-year-old at the time.

“The manner in which that team 
played, the innovation and sheer 
passion, resonates throughout this 
squad. It’d be great if we could get 
on some sort of roll as well and try 
to captivate the nation like they 
did.” – AFP




