


2   THE MYANMAR TIMES  FEBRUARY 9 - 15, 2015 

online editor Kayleigh Long |
kayleighelong@gmail.com

Street cred
The Foreign Offi ce last week post 
a gallery of images to its Facebook 
page entitled “Experiencing a bus-
ride”, which showed intrepid British 
Ambassador H.E. Andrew Patrick 
doing just that. He embarked on a 
bus journey from North Okkalapa to 
downtown in order “to get a sense of 
how Yangonites commute to work.”

“The British Embassy employs a 
lot of staff who live a long way from 
the offi ce. I wanted to experience how 
they commute every day. I’ve often 
noticed how old the buses are, and I 
hope that’s going to change soon. I had 
a nice chat with people in the bus. It’s 
always interesting to talk with local 
people about how they see the future of 
this country,” said the Ambassador.

Pictures of the bus ride spread 
quickly on social media, with some 
speculating that maybe the Bus Ride 
Experience wasn’t as authentic as it 
perhaps could have been.

“It seemed to me that it was a 
prearranged special bus trip for the 
ambassador. This is the fi rst time I’ve 
ever seen such a roomy bus at rush 
hour”, said one Facebook user.  And, 
indeed, from the pictures it did seem 
to be a relatively new, large and empty 
bus, not the high-speed game of 
sardines on a World War II-era Hino 
thousands brave each day. 

In order to achieve maximum 
transport street cred, the Foreign 
Offi ce might want to consider a gallery 
series entitled “Experiencing Clinging 
to the Back of Pickup Next to Eight 
Other Dudes For an Hour of Erratic 
Driving”, or “Experiencing Betel.”

Others applauded the move. 
“President Thein Sein must do like 
What British Ambassador H.E Andrew 
Patrick Did So That He’ll Know What 
People Suffering & How Struggling For 
Their Daily Life In Every Day,” said one 
impressed Facebook user.

I’m quite into the idea of diplomats 
and politicians alike turning this ‘dose 
of reality’ transport diplomacy into a 
competitive pursuit.  But perhaps that’s 
not a good idea. As they say, it’s all fun 
and games until someone develops a 
yaba problem.

Big, rare, stripy cats
Myanmar’s tiger population is 
dwindling, according to a report from 
Eleven last week, who cited forestry 
offi cial sources saying there may be as 
few as 150 left in the country.

Myanmar boasts the world’s 
largest tiger reserve in Kachin State’s 
Hugaung Valley, which on the surface 
sounds pretty great and surprisingly 
progressive – were it not for the fact 

that unchecked gold mining, large-
scale deforestation and ongoing 
clashes between the Tatmadaw and 
KIA have all had a fairly major impact 
on tiger numbers. There’s also the 
matter of poaching for parts. With 
tiger pelts, paws and penises readily 
available for purchase in Mong La 
and fetching premium prices, it’s easy 
to see the economic imperative that 
drives unsustainable hunting practices. 
While Myanmar’s plan to participate in 
a breeding program and crack down 
on illegal smuggling is good news, 
education and creating alternative 
livelihoods is probably just as, if not 
more, important. The other key issue is 
that demand doesn’t seem to be going 
anywhere fast.

Education of would-be consumers 
is a valuable tool, with the “I’m 
FINished with Fins” anti-shark fi n 
soup campaign featuring Chinese 
basketball star Yao Ming being a great 
example. In one video, he points to 
the fact that the much sought-after 
delicacy doesn’t really taste like much. 
Similarly, it would be good if someone 
would spread the message that eating 
pangolins won’t cure cancer, that tiger 
penis wine won’t deliver a better boner 
than Viagra, and that the nutritional 
benefi ts of eating rhino horn are 
pretty well on par with chewing your 
fi ngernails.

Vale, Air Chief Marshal Foo Foo 
d. age 17  (81 dog years)

Foo Foo, the beloved pet 
miniature poodle of Thailand’s Prince 
Vajiralongkorn, has died at the ripe old 
age of 81 dog years – reportedly from 
natural causes. During his long life, 
Foo Foo enjoyed a privileged existence. 
In 2007, a video of a lavish poolside 
birthday celebration (from 2001) was 
released by Wikileaks. It showed the 
since-ousted Princess Srirasmi spoon-
feeding Foo Foo cake, naked but for 
a G-string (her, not the dog). It is not 
known exactly when, but Foo Foo was 
awarded the rank of Air Chief Marshal 
– something noted in an outgoing cable 
by then-US ambassador Ralph Boyce.

“Foo Foo was present at the event, 
dressed in formal evening attire 
complete with paw mitts ... at one point 
... he jumped up onto the head table 
and began lapping from the guests’ 
water glasses, including my own.”

Air Chief Marshal Foo Foo was given 
a civilian sendoff, cremated after four 
days of Buddhist funeral rites.

In brief
Man unable to articulate specifi c 
details of 1982 citizenship law but 
“sure as hell” plans to demonstrate 
against white card holder suffrage

Port Authority trumps Autonomy, in 
a decision bound to shake investor 
confi dence in the incongruously-
swanky-in-comparison-to-its-
surroundings hospitality sector. “If a 
Pun can’t do it, who can?” asked one 
man, crying into his huevos rancheros
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of 14-hour shifts at apparently legit 
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NLD said to be toying with campaign 
slogans, sources say “We’re not them” 
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Golden Hammer Journal 1970, “Progress and Harmony for Mankind”

Once was Burma ...
Archival material courtesy of 
Pansodan Gallery
First fl oor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township

“We assumed we weren’t really 
supposed to be camping on the top 
of a temple, but there weren’t exactly 
any signs that read ‘No camping on 
top of a temple’, which was good 
enough for us.”

– From the imaginatively named 
“Love Life Go Travel” blog. It would 
seem the concerns of Bagan 
authorities about cheapskate tourists 
camping out overnight in temples 
was not unwarranted – but maybe 
they should consider installing signs.
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Experiencing the bus via Facebook
 27

The number 
of private 

newspapers that 
launched up until 

January 2015

 12
The number 

of private 
newspapers 
remaining in 
circulation

Source: Figures cited by Deputy 
Minister for Information U Pike Htway 
in session last week, when a motion to 
promote further media freedom was 
quashed. He said if media act within 
the law, there should be no problems.
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KBC forms murder investigation team

THE Kachin Baptist Convention has 
formed its own investigation team in an 
effort to ensure those responsible for the 
rape and murder of two female volun-
teers in January are brought to justice.

The KBC said the committee, which 
was formed on February 5, would sup-
port the government’s own probe into 
the January 19 deaths in northern 
Shan State’s Muse township.

KBC secretary Reverend Sam-
son Hkalam, who will lead the body, 
said the government team is still  

interviewing residents in Muse’s Kaung 
Khar village as well as soldiers from the 
503rd Light Infantry Regiment, which 
was stationed in the village when the 
deaths occurred on January 19.

He expressed concern at reports 
that some residents had been threat-
ened by police officers on the investi-
gation team and told not to talk about 
the circumstances surrounding the 
murders. He said they had been told 
their homes could be burned down if 
they spoke out.

“The committee was formed to 
prevent the local villagers being taken 
advantage of due to their honesty and 
lack of knowledge,” he said. “We want 
to see the truth come out.”

One villager, who asked not to be 
named, confirmed the report.

“Some villagers have been warned 

not to say what they saw near the 
crime scene on the night of January 19. 
They are being pressured to withhold 
the truth,” the resident said.

The 15-member KBC team includes 
legal experts and Christian religious 
leaders. The KBC has already informed 
President U Thein Sein of the commit-
tee’s formation and the team has ar-
rived in Kaung Khar late last week.

The Tatmadaw is also conducting 
its own investigation and is interro-
gating soldiers from the light infantry 
regiment. On January 29, the military 
published a statement in its Myawady 
newspaper saying it was “unlikely” 
any government troops were involved, 
without providing any further informa-
tion. It also warned that those who ac-
cuse its members of being responsible 
for the killings would face legal action.

Neither the government nor the 
Tatmadaw team has issued any other 
statements about the status of their re-
spective investigations.

Thailand-based rights watchdog 
Fortify Rights said last week it was con-
cerned at the military’s threat, which 
was later reiterated by the President’s 
Office. 

“[The] Myanmar authorities should 
stop prosecuting and threatening jour-
nalists and human rights defenders for 
reporting and speaking out about hu-
man rights abuses,” the group said in a 
February 3 statement.

Executive director Matthew Smith 
said it was “worrying” that the military 
was “increasingly using the justice sys-
tem as a tool to silence critics”.

“The authorities should ensure 
swift justice for misconduct by soldiers 

rather than shielding them from public 
scrutiny and accountability,” he said.

KBC spokesperson La Mar Yaw said 
he was concerned the government was 
dragging its feet in uncovering who 
killed the women.

“I don’t understand why they have 
not finished the investigation,” he said. 
“They also have not announced any-
thing regarding this case.” 

The two female volunteers, Maran 
Lu Ra, 20, and Tangbau Hkwan Nan 
Tsin, 21, were working for the KBC in 
Kaung Khar when they were killed. 
They had been teaching children 
whose education had been disrupted 
by persistent fighting. Their naked 
bodies were found the following day 
with stab wounds and head injuries, 
and villagers reported hearing screams 
in the night.

Ye Mon

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

Tourism forum fizzles  
for Myanmar agents

IT was supposed to be a showcase of 
the country’s tourism sector, but com-
panies that signed up to take part in 
last week’s ASEAN Tourism Forum say 
the event offered poor value for mon-
ey, with few prospective buyers.

The forum was held from January 
22 to 29 in Nay Pyi Taw, with a two-day 
industry fair rounding out the event.

More than 300 Myanmar firms 
took part, including buyers, sellers and 
other trade participants. But sellers in 
particular came away underwhelmed 
by the organisation, venue, price tag 
and lack of interest from buyers, many 
of whom appeared uninterested in 
making sales.

Sellers are typically local travel 
agents, while buyers are agents in for-
eign countries who sell packages from 
local-based agents to foreign tourists.

U Kaung Minn Khant, managing 
director of Asia Central Link, said that 
while the event looked crowded there 
were three times as many sellers as 
buyers. 

“There should be more buyers than 
sellers, but now the sellers are strug-
gling to get appointments,” he said. “It’s 
the first time we’ve hosted an interna-
tional travel fair here so I feel I have 

a duty to take part and network with 
regional and international contacts … 
I didn’t expect a lot from the ATF but I 
also didn’t think it would be this bad.”

U Saw Ko Ko Lwin, general man-
ager of Asia International Link Travels 
and Tours, said organisers had also 
not done enough to match local com-
panies up with buyers from their tar-
get markets.

“The organisers should be arranged 
pre-scheduled appointments with se-
lected markets chosen by us,” he said. 
“But here we had to make some of the 
appointments ourselves and also even 
though we chose to meet European 
buyers and the Japanese market, the 
organisers only matched us up with 
Asian buyers.

“I’ve been to a lot of travel fairs but 
I’ve never had an experience like this 
before where it was so hard to grab 
market opportunities.”

He said the venue contained a 
number of small rooms rather than a 
large open exhibition hall, which dis-
advantaged some participants.

“Booths from some countries were 
virtually invisible because they had 
been put in the smaller conference 
rooms.”

But not all left complaining. Daw 
Khin May Myint, director of Karaweik 
M & J Travels and Tours, said her ex-
perience at other trade shows and in-
ternational contacts meant she could 
make the most of the opportunity.

But she also agreed that new travel 
agents who lacked industry connec-
tions struggled to meet potential buy-
ers and would not have got value for 
money.

“They had to pay US$3000 to $4000 
[for a booth and entry tickets], and 
some even more than that, but they 
got less attention than they expected,” 
she said, adding that this was partly be-
cause of the convention centre layout.

She said the situation would have 
been helped if organisers had opened 
the venue to the public on the last day, 
as is practice at similar events in other 
countries. 

“If the public is allowed to enter at 
least people can get some knowledge 
about tourism and learn about other 
countries in the region.”

Other participants complained 
that many of the buyers seemed un-
interested in doing deals with Myan-
mar travel agents. 

“I met 17 buyers and of those only 
three seemed serious,” said Ma Thi Thi 
Myint, general manager of travel com-
pany Seven Star. 

“We know some buyers have got lo-
cal partners already … and are not re-
ally interested in finding other sellers, 

but this is normal at a travel fair. What 
is important is who chose the buyers 
and who scheduled our appointments 
with buyers to match our desired mar-
ket,” she said.

But organisers said the event at-
tracted about 2000 participants from 
50 countries, including 300 govern-
ment representatives and media.

Jason Ng, executive director of MP 
International, which co-managed the 
event, said about 45 percent of attend-
ees were from Southeast Asia, followed 
by Europe with 33pc and elsewhere in 
Asia on 11pc. Myanmar had the largest 
contingent of sellers, taking up 35pc of 
the space, ahead of Thailand.

“All the key players, policy makers 
and key buyers from around the world 
are attending this forum and I believe 

this is a big moment that [will] benefit 
for [the] further development of My-
anmar tourism,” he said. 

U Phyoe Wai Yar Zar, joint secre-
tary general of the Myanmar Tourism 
Federation, said it was the first time 
Myanmar had hosted an event like the 
ATF so there might be some teething 
problems. 

“However, we were glad that we got 
very positive feedback from ATF partic-
ipants and the venue was also appreci-
ated by many participants. I don’t think 
there were any major issues,” he said.

The annual tourism forum, which 
was launched in 1981, was hosted by 
the ministry, organised by MTF and 
managed by MP Singapore and Myan-
mar Ventures Group. It the first time it 
had been held in Myanmar.

Zaw Win Than
zawwinthan@gmail.com

A woman plays a traditional xylophone at the ASEAN Tourism Forum in Nay Pyi Taw on January 27. Photo: Douglas Long300
Approximate number of Myanmar 

companies that took part in the forum
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White card vote prompts call for ministry resolution

THE status of holders of temporary IDs 
– widely known as white cards – should 
be clarified as soon as possible, a lead-
ing MP said last week, as parliament 
voted to give them voting rights in an 
upcoming national referendum. Mean-
while, the head of an ethnic Rakhine 
party said he plans to submit the issue 
to the Constitutional Tribunal. 

U Zaw Myint Pe, chair of the Amyo-
tha Hluttaw National Planning Affairs 
Committee, urged the Ministry of Im-
migration and Population to settle the 
matter without delay.

“If the problem persists into the 
next generation, it will be rather dif-
ficult to settle it. White card holders 
should not be allowed to vote. They 
should be recognised as citizens or 
foreigners,” said U Zaw Myint Pe said.

He made the comments on Febru-
ary 4, two days after the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw voted 328 to 79 to approve a 
proposal from President U Thein Sein 
that people who voted in the 2010 
election should have the right to vote 
in a referendum scheduled for May.

The vote came following heated 
discussion between MPs, with a num-
ber of military and civilian representa-
tives arguing for giving white card 

holders voting rights. Most of those 
who spoke out against the president’s 
proposal were ethnic Rakhine MPs.

Ethnic Rakhine representatives told 
the hluttaw that white cards were issued 
to immigrants as a temporary measure. 
As they are not citizens, they should not 
be allowed to vote, they argued.

“To preserve the nation’s sovereign 
integrity, voting rights should not be 
offered to those who are not citizens,” 
Rakhine National Party chair U Aye 
Maung said.

Daw Khin Saw Wai, a Rakhine rep-
resentative from Rathedaung town-
ship, said, “The white card doesn’t rec-
ognise them as citizens. Letting them 

vote in the referendum would contra-
vene the 1982 Citizenship Law.”

Speaking after the vote, U Aye 
Maung said he would submit the case 
to the Constitutional Tribunal in view 
of the widespread opposition to the 
matter.

The Ministry of Immigration has 
given estimates varying from 500,000 
to 1 million for the number of white-
card holders in Myanmar. Most are in 
Rakhine, Shan and Kachin states, and 
the issue is particularly sensitive as it 
relates to the status of people living 
in Myanmar variously referred to as 
“Bengalis” or “Rohingya”. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Htoo Thant
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

‘White card 
holders should 
not be allowed to 
vote. They should 
be recognised 
as citizens or 
foreigners.’

U Zaw Myint Pe 
Amyotha Hluttaw representative

Sittwe residents begin protests

PROTESTS in Sittwe against a parlia-
mentary decision to allow temporary 
ID holders to vote in a planned ref-
erendum are to culminate in state-
wide demonstrations on February 15, 
according to organisers.

On February 2, MPs voted over-
whelmingly in favour of President 
U Thein Sein’s suggestion to give 
holders of temporary IDs – known 
as white cards – the right to vote in 
the referendum, which is tentatively 
scheduled for May. They had earlier 
removed the provision at the sug-
gestion of the National League for  
Democracy.

The issue is particularly sensitive 
in Rakhine State, as the majority of 
white card holders in Myanmar are 
Muslims who identify as Rohingya.

Following the decision, represent-
atives from community-based groups 
met and agreed to launch seven days 
of protests, beginning on February 5.

“Every house in Sittwe is display-
ing a Buddhist flag and a letter writ-
ten to disapprove of and object to the 
decision of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 

to let white card holders vote,” said 
Daw Nyo Aye, a member of a com-
mittee coordinating the protests.

The committee is planning to pro-
test in other cities in Rakhine State 
on February 15, she said.

A senior official from the Presi-
dent’s Office defended the president’s 
recommendation to allow white card 
holders to vote, saying legislation on 
the issue should be consistent.

“There are three election laws 

and white card holders are allowed 
to vote under those laws. White card 
holders already voted in the 2010 
general election,” director U Zaw 
Htay said.

“The laws should all be the same. 
If white card holders should not have 
voting rights, then they should be 
banned according to all of the elec-
tion laws,” he said.

However, Sittwe resident U Soe 
Naing said the election laws were 

created by the military govern-
ment so there did not need to be  
consistency.

“The conditions have changed. 
In 2010 there was a military regime 
but then an elected government took 
power and they said the country is 
democratic,” he said. “Those who are 
not clearly identified as citizens yet 
should not be eligible to vote, even if 
the military regime allowed them to 
do so before.”

Lun Min Mang 
lunmin.lm@gmail.com

Monks and laypeople take part in a protest in Sittwe in March 2014. Photo: Si Thu Lwin‘There are three 
election laws and 
white card holders 
are allowed to vote 
under those laws.’

U Zaw Htay 
President’s Office director

Yangon 
students 
to support 
marchers
Mratt Kyaw Thu
mrattkthu@gmail.com

STUDENTS in Yangon were planning 
to gather over the weekend to show 
their support for colleagues who are 
marching from Mandalay to Yangon.

The event was due to be held on 
February 8 at Bo Sein Hman football 
field in Tarmwe township.

It would be the first action in Yan-
gon since students in Mandalay began 
marching to Yangon to protest against 
the National Education Law. The Yan-
gon campaign has been called the 
“Mass support movement for student 
protests” and is organised by students 
from the National University of Arts 
and Culture, Thanlyin Technological 
University and Dagon University.

According to students, the march-
ers will arrive in Yangon at the end 
of next week, after which they will 
launch a sit-in strike with their coun-
terparts from other cities.

Demonstrations against the law 
subsided after the government agreed 
to negotiations on January 28. Stu-
dent leaders then met representatives 
of the government and parliament for 
talks in Yangon on February 1. 

However, protests resumed on 
February 3 after the government 
postponed a follow-up meeting in 
Nay Pyi Taw until after Union Day, 
which is marked on February 12.

The government said the cancel-
lation was the “result of different 
points of view on the agenda”.
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YCDC rep 
tries name-
and-shame 
to improve 
city roads
Kyaw Phone Kyaw
k.phonekyaw@gmail.com

ENGINEERS responsible for road 
works should be prominently named so 
that they can be identified in the event 
of future deterioration of the work, a 
newly elected member of Yangon City 
Development Committee has urged.

U Khin Hlaing, who was elected 
in December as a city-level executive 
member of the committee from the 
western district, told The Myanmar 
Times on February 4 that the practice 
could help reduce initial construction 
costs and the need for repairs later on.

“The identity of the road-builder 
will be noted. If the road deteriorates, 
we can find the name of the engineer 
who built it, and make him repair it 
free of charge. There won’t be any 
beating around the bush,” he said.

U Khin Hlaing said he planned fur-
ther reforms. “Later on, we will publish 
the names and phone numbers of con-
tractors, as well as the cost estimates, so 
that the people can know everything.”

U Tin Sein, an elected district-level 
member for the western district, said 
he believed the proposal was “a good 
system”. “It might help improve the 
quality of the roads,” he said.

Despite repeated requests from The 
Myanmar Times, no one from YCDC’s 
Engineering Department (Roads and 
Bridges) would make themselves avail-
able to comment on the plan.

U Khin Hlaing said he was also 
investigating the cost and quality of 
road-building and repairs going back 
to 2010, and had requested township-
level members to provide him with the 
necessary data. 

He said the policy could be intro-
duced without mayoral approval be-
cause elected YCDC members have 
“management authority” under the 
YCDC Law. 

Thousands flee homes after  
Tatmadaw and TNLA clash

ARMED clashes between government 
forces and the Ta’ang National Libera-
tion Army, including an air raid, have 
displaced up to 2000 people, civil so-
ciety groups in the area say.

Fighting broke out on February 
2 and 4 when Tatmadaw helicopters 
and aircraft fired on a TNLA base 
and villagers in Mong Mit township, 
Shan State, according to the TNLA. 

Ko Tar Maung, who lives in Shwe 
Nyaung Pin village, said villagers 
had fled their homes, taking refuge 
in camps or other villages. “I heard 
a pregnant woman died and many 
people were wounded,” he said.

Civil society groups said the fight-
ing has forced more than 2000 people 
to flee their homes. Mai Myo Aung, a 
member of the Ta’ang Students and 
Youth Union, told The Myanmar 

Times that two people had been killed 
and nine others seriously wounded. 
Villagers had fled into the mountains, 
he said. “We’re trying to organise the 
displaced people and settle them in 
four monasteries in Mogok. There are 
600 IDPs that we know about, but 
there are many in the forest and some 
are out of contact,” he said.

Though the two armies are no 
longer in contact, the situation re-
mains tense and unpredictable, said 
Mai Myo Aung. Both forces have tak-
en up positions in deserted villages.

Nearly 900 students in six schools 
may not be able to take their final ex-
ams scheduled for next week, he said. 
“Children are always victims in these 
clashes. The government should take 
responsibility for them as soon as 
possible,” Mai Myo Aung said. 

TNLA communications officer 
Mai Aike Kyaw said the fighting be-
gan when two Tatmadaw helicopters 
strafed Saing Lain village near Mong 
Mit township on February 2, killing 

at least five people.
“The attack was near Shwe 

Nyaung Pin village. Their aircraft are 
still flying over our positions,” he said 
on February 5. 

The reports could not be indepen-
dently confirmed.

The TNLA also contests an ac-
count of the action reported in the 
Tatmadaw newspaper Myawady.  
The newspaper said the clash broke 
out after the TNLA detained two vil-
lagers, U Aik Nyal, 46, of Mann Pat 
village, and U Tun Kyi, 48, of Pyaung 
Pyan village, for refusing to pay K7 
million in taxes to the armed group.

The TNLA says the two were de-
tained for poppy cultivation. “The 
TNLA never demands money from 
our people. Why didn’t the paper re-
port the use of helicopters to attack 
our troops?” said Mai Aike Kyaw.

The TNLA is the armed wing 
of the Palaung State Liberation 
Front, one of the last armed ethnic 
groups to not yet sign a ceasefire 

with the government.
Following prolonged talks 

throughout last year, the government 
wanted to sign a long-awaited na-
tionwide ceasefire agreement on Un-
ion Day, February 12. But hopes have 
dimmed in the wake of clashes with 
first the Kachin Independence Army 
(KIA) and now the TNLA.

U Hla Maung Shwe, a senior ad-
viser with the Myanmar Peace Cent-
er, played down the severity of the 
fighting and said low-level clashes 
would not affect the peace process. 
“Skirmishes can occur between low-
er-level troops of both sides. But the 
peace talks must go on,” he said.

A technical team of the MPC is 
due to meet the Nationwide Cease-
fire Coordination Team, which repre-
sents ethnic armed groups, to discuss 
resuming peace talks next week.

However, armed groups say the 
signing of an agreement on Union 
Day, as previously proposed, will not 
be possible.

Ye Mon
Lun Min Mang
Cherry Thein
newsroom@mmtimes.com

TNLA soldiers march during a 
ceremony to mark Revolution Day on 
January 12. Photo: Supplied/TNLA PSLF
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Students continue march as  
NLD expels education expert

STUDENT protesters are continuing 
their march from Mandalay to Yan-
gon after the government postponed 
a planned meeting in Nay Pyi Taw to 
discuss the National Education Law.

The National League for Democ-
racy has also distanced itself from the 
students and reportedly expelled a 
prominent education expert, U Thein 
Lwin, from its leadership team for 
participating in negotiations on edu-
cation reform in cooperation with the 
students.

Minister for the President’s Office 
U Aung Min said President U Thein 
Sein had decided to postpone the Feb-
ruary 3 meeting until after Union Day, 
which will be marked on February 12.

In a statement, the government 
said the meeting was delayed “as a 
result of different points of view on 
the agenda” for the talks. It said that 
they will only resume after agreement 
is reached “on the type and agenda 
of the meeting, which will take some 
time in order to avoid unnecessary 
conflict”.

“The government side will arrange 
for the resumption of the talks on the 
date set by students after February 12,” 
the statement said.

The cancellation was criticised as 
“one-sided” by student protesters, who 
said they will respond by stepping up 
their campaign against the law.

“U Aung Min met with three stu-
dents and three people from the 
NNER. He said some things that 
seemed to question whether the repre-
sentatives are really representing the 
protesting students,” said Ko Nanda 
Sit Aung, a student representative.

“We will resume our march to let 
them know that we are in fact repre-
senting the protesting students.”

The February 3 meeting was to 
bring together four parties: from the 
government, U Aung Min, Minister of 
Education Daw Khin San Yi and Min-
ister for the President’s Office U Tin 
Naing Thein; 15 representatives of uni-
versity student groups; 18 Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw representatives; and members 
of the National Network for Education 
Reform, a civil society organisation.

It was scheduled after a February 
1 meeting at Yangon University’s Dia-
mond Jubilee Hall failed to break the 
deadlock over the law.

During negotiations with the stu-
dents on February 3, U Aung Min also 
questioned the links between NNER 
leader U Thein Lwin and the Na-
tional League for Democracy. Media 
reports said the NLD had dumped U 

Thein Lwin from its central executive  
committee.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told report-
ers on February 3 that the party was 
“not associated” with the NNER.

“According to our rules and regula-
tions, our party member cannot have 
duties in other organisations because 
it can lead to conflict. The NLD has al-
ready talked with Dr Thein Lwin. If he 
wants to participate in the NLD and 
NNER, he cannot be included in the 
central executive committee. He can 
participate in the party activities as a 
party member,” she was quoted as say-
ing by Eleven Media.

Prior to the decision, U Thein Lwin 
told The Myanmar Times his involve-
ment with the NLD was none of U 
Aung Min’s business.

“It is between my party and me. I 
will listen to the decision of my party. 
But I welcome the students’ demands 
and I support them so I will continue 
to stand on their side,” he said.

Student representatives were only 
informed of the cancellation after they 
arrived at the Ministry of Education in 
Nay Pyi Taw. The government stopped 

other students and media from enter-
ing the ministry, permitting only 15 
student representatives to enter. 

They have also had difficulties find-
ing accommodation. The Nay Pyi Taw 
City Development Committee guest-

house refused to give them lodging, 
while private hotels were too expen-
sive for such a large group. Eventually 
most of the students slept on their bus.

The February 1 meeting was called 
following a tense standoff between 
marching students and police in 
Taungtha, Mandalay Region, on Janu-
ary 27. The police eventually let the 
students pass, and they later agreed 
to temporarily halt the march pending 
the outcome of the February 1 talks.

The march was launched on Janu-
ary 20, following the passing of a 
60-day deadline that the students im-
posed on the government to amend 
the National Education Law.

Groups of students from Pathein 
in Ayeyarwady Region and Dawei in 
Tanintharyi Region are also marching 
to Yangon. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Mratt Kyaw Thu
mrattkthu@gmail.com

‘I will listen to the 
decision of my party. 
But I welcome the 
students’ demands 
and I support them.’

U Thein Lwin 
National Network for Education 

Reform leader and NLD member

Student leaders speak at a press conference outside the education ministry in Nay Pyi Taw on February 3. Photo: Mrat Kyaw Thu

Government postpones planned meeting in Nay Pyi Taw until after Union Day due to disagreements over agenda

Rail firm  
backs off  
eviction 
order

UP to a quarter of residents in 
Mottama appear to have staved 
off eviction at the hands of state-
run Myanma Railways following 
the intervention of MPs and the 
regional chief minister.

Residents in the town say they 
still plan to submit an appeal to 
President U Thein Sein against 
earlier orders to leave their homes. 
Around 900 households – about 
4500 of Mottama’s 20,000 resi-
dents – would have been affected.

Town elder Dr Than Oo said 
last week that community lead-
ers and the heads of ward ad-
ministration offices had formed a 
group to fight the decision.

Myanma Railways gave the 
residents one month’s notice to 
quit and warned it would take 
legal action against those who 
refused to leave under a 1955 law.

“Myanma Railways says it 
owns the land, and has written 
to more than 200 householders. 
They are writing to 50 a week,” 
said Dr Than Oo, who runs a 
medical clinic in Mottama, which 
is in Paung township.

But U Soe Shwe, Myanma 
Railways’ manager for Mon State, 
said the state’s chief minister, U 
Ohn Myint, had ordered a halt to 
the evictions. While this has been 
reported to the ministry in Nay 
Pyi Taw, it has not yet issued any 
new instructions, he said.

He insisted that Myanma 
Railways never intended to re-
move the families from the land 
anyway. “We just sent notices to 
residents informing them this is 
railway property. We didn’t in-
tend to evict them and we can’t 
even if we want to,” he said.

“We have stopped sending no-
tices to them since Chief Minister 
U Ohn Myint ordered us on Janu-
ary 13. He said it would create 
chaos if we kept doing it.”

Protest leader U Kyaw Swar 
Linn attributed the backflip to in-
tervention by local Amyotha and 
Pyithu hluttaw representatives, 
who raised the issue with state 
officials. – Translation by Emoon

Naw Say Phaw Waa
nawsayphawwaa@gmail.com
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Slain journalist’s wife sets  
deadline for govt action

THE widow of a journalist killed 
while in army custody has called for 
legal action to be taken against those 
involved in the death of her husband, 
a freelance journalist. Officials from 
the government, the police force 
and the Myanmar National Human 
Rights Commission, however, appear 
unable to agree on who is responsi-
ble for making a decision on whether 
to press charges over the death of Ko 
Par Gyi in October.

His widow, Daw Thandar, has 
accused the government of burying 
the case following a human rights 
commission investigation. She said 
she will give the Ministry of Home 
Affairs 60 days to bring charges to 
court or she will seek legal advice in 
an effort to initiate action herself.

“On January 31 I asked the minis-
try to bring the case of my husband’s 
death to court within 60 days,” she 
said. “If nothing happens, I shall 
take the next step toward bringing 
the case to court myself.”

Ko Par Gyi died while in military 
custody in Kyaikmayaw, Mon State, 
on October 4, 2014. The Tatmadaw 
released details of his death 19 days 
later, after Daw Thandar told police 
her husband was missing. The mili-
tary statement said Ko Par Gyi had 
been shot while trying to escape.

The killing provoked widespread 
condemnation both inside Myan-
mar and abroad, and in response 
President U Thein Sein ordered the  

Myanmar National Human Rights 
Commission to investigate.

Ko Par Gyi’s body was exhumed 
in November for examination, and 
the commission sent a team to the 
scene of his death to interview 47 
witnesses, including military person-
nel, local residents, a state minister, 
a monk and reporters.

On December 1, the commission 
issued its report to the president, rec-
ommending that a case be brought 
against unspecified individuals and 
heard in a civilian court.

However, police in Kyaikmayaw 
said last week the case was in the 
hands of “higher authorities” and 
they were unaware of its status.

U Zaw Htay, a director in the 
President’s Office, directed enquiries 
on the status of the case to the hu-
man rights commission.

The commission’s deputy leader, 
U Sit Myaing, said the body was no 
longer involved in the case as it has 
already submitted its final report to 
the president.

Daw Thandar said the govern-
ment’s failure to respond transpar-
ently to her husband’s death was 
“completely wrong”.

“I filed the complaint so long ago 
and there has been no action. There’s 
definitely something not right with 
the way they are handling it,” she 
said. “I have heard nothing at all 
since the commission submitted its 
report to the president.”

Daw Thandar said she had also 
asked the state health authorities 
to release the post-mortem results 
of tests conducted on her husband’s 
body.

Last month, United Nations spe-
cial rapporteur on human rights 
Yanghee Lee also spoke out publicly 
about Ko Par Gyi’s death, describing 
it as “an extreme example” of the 
“regular intimidation and harass-
ment” Myanmar journalists face.

“I call on the government to initi-
ate criminal proceedings as a matter 
of priority in an open and transpar-
ent manner,” she said at a press con-
ference on January 16, at the end of 
a 10-day visit to Myanmar. 

Lawyer U Kyaw Win said it would 
be difficult for Daw Thandar to use 

the legal system to force the gov-
ernment to proceed with charges 
against her husband’s killers.

“There is no statute of limita-
tions but it is up to the government 
whether to file any charges,” he said.

Lun Min Mang
lunmin.lm@gmail.com

Daw Thandar speaks at a press conference held at the office of the 88 Generation 
Peace and Open Society in October 2014. Photo: Thiri

‘I have heard 
nothing at all since 
the commission 
submitted its report 
to the president.’

Daw Thandar 
Wife of Ko Par Gyi

Manual brings green practices to hospitality trade

A HANDBOOK aimed at providing 
guidelines for the sustainable man-
agement of hotels and restaurants in 
Myanmar was launched at the ASEAN 
Tourism Conference in Nay Pyi Taw on 
January 27. 

The 52-page Manual on Sustain-
able Management in the Hospitality 
Sector in Myanmar, written by Dörte 
Kasüske, was organised by the Min-
istry of Hotels and Tourism and the 
Myanmar Tourism Federation (MTF), 
with support from German NGO GIZ.

Petra Schill, GIZ’s Myanmar coun-
try director, said at the launch cer-
emony that while growth in the tour-
ism industry creates new economic 
opportunities, there are also risks 
related to adverse environmental and 
social impacts if tourism is not man-
aged properly.

“Myanmar still has the opportunity 
to position itself … as an environmen-
tal and cultural oasis, and as a prime 
destination for sustainable tourism,” 
she said.

Toward this end, Ms Schill said that 

the manual provides a comprehensive 
introduction to sustainable hospital-
ity management. “It is enriched with 
real-life examples derived from a field 
study in the Inle Lake region, which 
will facilitate its application in the 
field,” she said.

Nicole Haeusler – the senior advi-
sor on responsible tourism for MTF/
GIF, and the project coordinator for the 
manual – said research for the publica-
tion was conducted based on the Des-
tination Management Plan for the Inle 
Lake Region published by the Ministry 
of Hotels and Tourism in 2014.

The research team visited 30 hotels 
and restaurants around Inle Lake in 
October and November 2014, conduct-
ing inspection tours and holding dis-
cussions about environmental man-
agement, community involvement and 
purchasing. 

“The aim was to find local best-
practice examples at the Inle Lake 
region,” she said. “The team has col-
lected all of these examples and put 
them together into one manual.”

The book includes chapters on 
sustainable practices focusing on wa-
ter, waste, energy, purchasing and 

people, with each section including 
practical examples accompanied by  
photographs.  

Also included are checklists for 
particular areas in hotels and restau-
rants, such as guest rooms, kitchens, 
office, laundries, gardens and swim-
ming pools.

The laundry checklist, for example, 
includes the following suggestions: 
“Always run full loads in washing ma-
chines and dryers to make most ef-
ficient use of water and energy”; and 
“Train laundry staff to immediately 
report leaking and broken equipment 
to the maintenance department.”

Ms Haeusler said the manual does 

not aim to set up new standards, but 
rather to offer recommendations that 
are easily implemented. 

“These checklists can help manag-
ers and staff to go into the laundry to 
check what have we achieved so far re-
garding sustainable management, and 
what can we improve,” she said.

She said 200 copies of the manual 
have already been printed in English, 
and 700 Myanmar-language copies 
will be published by mid-February. 
They will be available to participants 
in training workshops and through re-
gional branches of the Myanmar Ho-
telier Association. PDF versions will 
also be available. 

In March, pilot training will be of-
fered to hotel managers in five loca-
tions in Shan State: Inle Lake, Nyaung-
shwe, Kalaw, Hsipaw and Kengtung.

“Afterward, there will be an evalu-
ation of the outcome of the training,” 
Ms Haeusler said. “What has worked? 
What did the hoteliers and restaurant 
owners change, and what did they not 
change, and why didn’t they change? 
So it’s also a lesson-learning process 
for us, which we can then integrate 
into a second edition of the manual.”

Douglas Long
dlong125@gmail.com

Daw Thandar says government is trying to cover up the truth about her husband’s death in military custody

30
Hotels and restaurants in the Inle 

Lake area surveyed for the sustainable 
management manual
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Police prepare security for election
Drawing on advice from overseas, the 
police have begun making security ar-
rangements for the general election to 
be held later this year, Deputy Minister 
for Home Affairs Brigadier General 
Kyaw Kyaw Tun told a press conference 
on February 3.

The deputy minister said more than 
60 political parties would be eligible to 
field candidates in the election, which 
will take place in late October or early 
November. Police officers of all ranks 
throughout the country had already 
begun training in electoral law and 
practice, he said.

“We’ve also consulted other coun-
tries with experience of the successful 
conduct of elections,” he told report-
ers, adding that police from Indonesia 
had recently shared the expertise they 
had gained during last year’s election 
in that country.

“We also need to train civilians who 
will serve as polling officials. In Indo-
nesia, about 2 million civilians were 
deployed for the election,” he said. 

More than 75,000 officers would be 
engaged in electoral security, said Brig 
Gen Kyaw Kyaw Tun. – Pyae Thet Phyo, 
translation by Zar Zar Soe

Protest planned over inaction 
on industrial zone wastewater

SICK of the stink of the river whose 
water they used to drink, a group of 
Mandalay Region villagers say they 
will take to the streets in protest un-
less something is done to stop the pol-
lution of the Dokehtawaddy River by 
industrial waste.

Villagers also complain of diar-
rhoea and skin diseases they say are 
caused by the pollution in the water, 
where wastewater from Mandalay In-
dustrial Zone is dumped.

“We can’t enjoy the scents of the 
season anymore,” said U Min Han, of 
Nyaung Pin Ni village in Amarapura 
township. “In the past, we used to relax 
on the riverbank beside the Dokehta-
waddy, but now we stay away as much 
as we can because of the terrible smell. 
We’ve been complaining to Mandalay 
Region government and Mandalay 
City Development Committee for the 
past two years, but without response.”

About 20 villages lay along the river 
bank in the affected area. Residents 
said the mosquito breeding rate is 
also high throughout the year, and fish  

populations have been depleted as a 
result of the pollution.

“We used to be able to drink the riv-
er water in the past. But now it is hard 
even to bathe in it,” said Ko Nay Lin, 
a resident of Kanbe village. “We now 
face water scarcity. We fear the river is 
being ruined.” 

Mandalay Industrial Zone was es-
tablished in 1990. The number of fac-
tories has grown significantly starting 
from about 2002, after which more 
and more wastewater was dumped in 
the river.

U Tin Thint, who works with an en-
vironmental conservation group called 

Sein Yaung So, said his research team 
could “barely stand to spend an hour 
there” when it visited the area. 

“We can only imagine how much 
the residents have to put up with. The 
environment will continue to deterio-
rate unless the authorities take action 
to resolve this problem,” he said, not-
ing that the Dokehtawaddy flows into 
the Ayeyarwady River.

A fisherman from Talin Gyi village 
said the number and quality of fish 
were deteriorating. “In the past, there 
were plenty of fish to catch. But ed-
ible fish species are gradually disap-
pearing, and being replaced by white 
suckers that are not fit to eat,” he said, 
asking not to be named.

“Our village has become unliveable 
because of the foul smells from the riv-
er, as well as a nearby crematorium,” 
said Ko Myo Lwin, 40, a resident of 
Min village.

U Tun Kyi, a member of Mandalay 
City Development Committee, told The 
Myanmar Times on January 28 that 
a wastewater treatment plant would 
“soon” be built in the industrial zone.

Residents said they plan to stage a 
protest this month of 500 people from 
the 20 villages affected to demand 
action from the Union government 
if regional authorities fail to ban the 
dumping of wastewater. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Polluted water flows near the Mandalay Industrial Zone in Amarapura 
township. Photo: Supplied

in BRIEF

Stolen motorbikes returned to
owners in Nay Pyi Taw
Motorcycles stolen from housing 
estates, allegedly by a gang, were last 
week restored to their owners at a 
ceremony at Nay Pyi Taw Council of-
fices. The 20 motorbikes were handed 
back to their owners, who included civil 
servants from 14 ministries.

Most of the bikes were stolen from 
Kantkaw, Padaung and Khayay housing 
estates. Already this year a total of 64 
thefts have been reported, from which 
45 motorbikes have been recovered, 
and seven people arrested in Yamethin, 
Lewe and Pyinmana townships.

Colonel Myint Aung Than, a member 
of Nay Pyi Taw Council, said the re-
maining stolen motorbikes would also 
be returned if their owners could be 
confirmed.

The council has called on the 
respective ministers to improve se-
curity at the housing estates, where a 
suspected gang has also stolen kitchen 
equipment.

“Thieves come from other towns 
and work here as motorcycle couriers. 
They hang around building sites and 
commit crimes at every opportunity,” 
said Police Colonel Ko Ko Aung of Nay 
Pyi Taw Police Force.

Last October, 11 stolen motorcycles 
found in Lewe township were given 
back to their owners in Zabuthiri town-
ship. – Pyae Thet Phyo, translation by 
Zar Zar Soe

Maung 
Zaw

mgzaw.mmtimes@gmail.com

Mon push for regional minister in Tanintharyi govt

ETHNIC Mon residents of Tanin-
tharyi Region are seeking their own 
ethnic affairs minister but may be 
thwarted by a lack of formal identity 
documents.

Section 161 of the constitution 
grants ethnic groups that have a pop-
ulation of at least 0.1 percent of the 
total national population – or 51,200 
people, based on the results of last 
year’s census – within a single state 
or region a dedicated minister in that 
state or region’s government.

Mon community-based groups in 
Tanintharyi formed a committee in 
December 2013 to tally the region’s 

Mon population.
In January 2014, the committee 

applied to the Tanintharyi Region 
government and its Immigration and 
Population Department for permission 
to conduct a survey of the Mon popu-
lation. The census was launched later 
that month, with four groups of volun-
teers eventually surveying Mon resi-
dents in 181 villages spread throughout 
Tanintharyi Region’s 10 townships.

“When the list was closed in No-
vember, it was found that there were 
62,366 Mon people in the region, half 
of whom are living in Yebyu town-
ship,” committee member Mi Ngwe 
Lay said at a press conference in 
Mawlamyine on February 2.

Of these, however, 39,582 do not 

hold Citizenship Scrutiny Cards, said 
another committee member, U Kyaw 
Khine Win.

He said in the past it was time-con-
suming and expensive for people to 
get CSCs, which are issued by the Min-
istry of Immigration and Population.

Only 16,283 are over 18 years old. 
The survey also found another 8981 
people who want to be identified as 
Mon but are currently registered as 
other national races, he said.

The constitution does not state 
how the population of a minority 
should be counted, or what citizen-
ship documentation they should 
hold. It says only that ethnic groups 
will receive a regional minister if they 
are “determined by the authorities  

concerned as having a population 
which constitutes 0.1pc and above of 
the population of the union” in a sin-
gle state or region.

U Kyaw Khine Win said the addi-
tion of a Mon ethnic affairs minister 
to the Tanintharyi Region govern-
ment would lead to more benefits for 
Mon people, including greater secu-
rity and cultural development.

U Hein Lin Htet, deputy director of 
Mon State election sub-commission, 
said his organisation had received a 
copy of the committee’s report.

“It’s for Tanintharyi Region so it 
doesn’t concern us,” he said. “But they 
will get a Mon ethnic affairs minister if 
their survey is in line with the existing 
law.” – Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Naw Say Phaw Waa
nawsayphawwaa@gmail.com

Mawlamyine
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Two ‘Bi Mon Teh Nay’  
staff submit final appeal

A LAWYER acting for two jailed staff 
from the Bi Mon Teh Nay journal made 
his closing arguments in a request for 
a revision of their sentence. The pres-
entation was heard in the the Yangon 
Region High Court on January 29.

U Kyaw Win said his submission 
was the same as that submitted to 
lower courts, which had rejected it 
without giving a reason.

Five staff, including the publisher 
as well as editors and reporters, were 
arrested last year and charged with in-
citement under Section 505(b) of the 
Penal Code after Bi Mon Teh Nay pub-
lished a false statement of a political 
activist group in July.

In October Pabedan township 
court sentenced each of them to two 

years’ imprisonment, the strongest 
penalty possible under the section. 
The Western District Court rejected a 
first appeal for a revision.

“The Pabedan township court gave 
no strong reason [for sentencing the 
group] when the sentence was handed 
down,” said U Kyaw Win, who is repre-
senting publisher U Kyaw Min Khaing 
and editor-in-charge U Win Tin.

“The journal just published a state-
ment from a political activist group 

that had no connection with the  
journal.”

He said he had questioned why 
the men were charged under the Pe-
nal Code rather than the News Media 
Law. He cited the example of Myan-
mar Thandawsint, also known as The 
Myanmar Herald, which was sued un-
der the media law due to a publication 
of an interview with a political expert 
in which the president was criticised 
with extreme language.

“A court in Nay Pyi Taw allowed 
[Myanmar Thandawsint] to be sued 
under the media law. But for us, the 
media law was not applied,” he said.

The Myanmar Press Council (In-
terim) has raised its concerns about 
the case with the government and 
presidential spokesperson U Ye Htut 
has previously said he would discuss 
it with the president. However, he also 
said that the government has no right 
to interfere with the judiciary.

“We hope the sentence will be re-
duced,” U Kyaw Win said. “But really, 
the whole case should be thrown out.”

Lun Min 
Mang

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

‘We hope the 
sentence will be 
reduced ... But really, 
the whole case should 
be thrown out.’

U Kyaw Win 
Lawyer for two Bi Mon Teh Nay staff

Lawyer U Kyaw Win speaks to reporters outside Pabedan Township Court in October 2014. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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St Louis Business Centre, Cnr Desroches & St Louis Streets, Port 
Louis, Mauritius is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following 
trademark: -

DECA-DURABOLIN
(Reg: Nos. IV/5583/1996& IV/20467/2014)

in respect of : - “Goods falling in International Class - 5”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Aspen Global Incorporated
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon. 
Phone:  372416
Dated: 9th February, 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Asahi Group Holdings, Ltd. a 
joint stock company organized under the laws of Japan, Group 
holding Company with subsidiaries involved in the manufacturing 
and sale of various goods and having its principal office at 23-1, 
Azumabashi 1-chome, Sumida-ku, Tokyo, Japan  is the Owner 
and sole proprietor of the following trademark: -

(Reg: Nos. IV/8315/2012 & IV/20098/2014)
in respect of:- “Milk-based beverage containing coffee or tea, 
jellies for food, lactic acid bacteria drinks, all goods in Class 29” 
- Int’l Class: 29
“Beer, carbonated drinks, fruit juice, all goods in Class 32” - Int’l 
Class: 32

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Asahi Group Holdings, Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                      Dated: 9th February, 2015

TRADEMARK CAUTION

TPR Kabushiki Kaisha (TPR Co., Ltd.), a company registered 
under the laws of Japan, which is located at 6-2, Marunouchi 
1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan, is the sole owner of the 
following trademark:

Reg. Nos. 2283/2003, 881/2006, 5577/2012
In respect of Class 12: Cylinder sleeves, Cylinder liners, Pistons, 
Piston rings, Seal rings, Valve seats, Cam shafts, Connecting rods, 
Tappets, Valve guides, Crank shafts, Piston rods and bushing; all 
part of machines for vehicles.

TPR Kabushiki Kaisha (TPR Co., Ltd.) claims the trademark 
right and other relevant Intellectual Property right for the mark as 
mentioned above. TPR Kabushiki Kaisha (TPR Co., Ltd.) reserves 
the rights to take legal measures against any infringer who violates 
its Intellectual Property or other legal rights in accordance with 
the concerned laws of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

U Kyi Naing, LL.B., LL.M., (H.G.P.)

For TPR Kabushiki Kaisha (TPR Co., Ltd.)

Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Ltd. No. 1608, 16th Floor, Sakura 
Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar

Email address: myanmar@tilleke.com 

Dated: 9th February, 2015
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Govt blocks UN aid to Kachin IDPs

LOCAL aid groups in Kachin State 
have been forced to increase their 
support to IDP camps in response 
to the government’s refusal to allow 
any United Nations aid convoys into 
Kachin Independence Army-con-
trolled territory since September.

In the first nine months of 2014, 
the UN conducted 30 missions reach-
ing a total of almost 186,000 people 

in IDP camps. However, those con-
voys came to a halt at the start of Oc-
tober and have not resumed.

The government has blocked the 
missions primarily for security rea-
sons, although the UN says “bureau-
cratic delays” have also been an issue.

“Since September 2014, cross-line 
convoys have been delayed, pending 
Kachin State government approval 
for travel authorisations for interna-
tional staff,” said Mark Cutts, head of 
office in Myanmar for the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitar-
ian Affairs.

The delays meant around 27,500 
displaced people – including more 
than 12,000 children – in camps 

around Laiza and east of Bhamo were 
not able to receive items such as blan-
kets and warm clothes from UNICEF 
and the UNHCR ahead of the winter 
months. An estimated 50,000 people 
are displaced in areas outside govern-
ment control.

Mr Cutts said the most “urgent 
needs” resulting from the delays were 
being met by local NGOs but the 
government’s refusal to grant travel 
permission has damaged the hu-
manitarian response, particularly in 
shelter, food, winter kits, water and  
sanitation.

In December 2011 the UN sent 
one aid convoy to KIA-controlled 
territory but did not subsequently 

get permission for another mission 
until September 2013. It then sent 
around three a month until the latest  
stoppage. 

Ko Ja Nu, a program coordinator 
with the Metta Development Foun-
dation, one of the largest local NGOs 
providing aid to IDPs in Kachin State, 
said the stopping of the convoys had 
resulted in a lack of basic food items 
in camps.

Residents have also been “discour-
aged due to the uncertainty this has 
created”, Ko Ja Nu said.

“Nevertheless, local actors like 
Metta and others have remained ac-
tive and this reduced the potential 
negative impact that could have had,” 

he said. “While continuing to try and 
get access, the UN should use the 
local NGOs to reach out to the des-
perate IDPs ... They have the capac-
ity, access and trust from all sides, 
including the government ministries 
and the IDPs.”

Ko Ja Nu also criticised the gov-
ernment for not allowing the mis-
sions, saying that humanitarian 
aid should not “depend on political  
agendas”.

“There is a fundamental right to 
receive and offer humanitarian as-
sistance that all actors should protect 
and promote.”

Government spokesperson U Ye 
Htut was not available for comment.

Thomas Kean Bill O’Toole

Humanitarian groups appeal for more support

NINE aid organisations engaged in as-
sisting people affected by the conflict 
in Kachin State are appealing for extra 
funding as fighting continues. While 
the United Nations is seeking US$190 
million to support more than 500,000 
vulnerable or displaced people this 
year, including many in Kachin State, 
the aid groups say they fear donors are 
showing signs of fatigue just as hopes 
of peace spurred by ongoing talks over 
a national ceasefire agreement seem to 
be fading.

Clashes between the Tatmadaw 
and Kachin Independence Army since 
June 2011 have prompted more than 
100,000 to flee their homes for camps 
in Kachin State. Despite intensified 
talks last year toward a resolution, a 
proposed nationwide ceasefire is yet to 
be signed.

Even as peace dialogue continued, 
several clashes erupted late last year 
in Kachin, driving 3000 more villag-
ers into expanded camps at Hpakant, 
Putao and Tanai in December.

The project manager for humani-
tarian assistance with Shalom (Nyein) 
Foundation, U Gun Mai, told The 

Myanmar Times that international 
funding for Kachin had been decreas-
ing yearly, even as the number of dis-
placed people increased. “The camps 
at Hpakant and Putao had to be en-
larged because of the recent clashes,” 
he said.

Karuna, Kachin Baptist Conven-
tion, Metta Development Foundation, 
Shalom Foundation, Wunpawng Ning-
htoi, Bridge, Kachin Relief and Devel-
opment Committee, Kachin Women’s 
Association and Kachin Development 
Group are struggling to secure funds 
from international organisations, in-
cluding UN agencies.

In anticipation of a looming aid 
shortfall, the organisations say they 
are planning to initiate fundraising 
drives among members, local donors 
and volunteers.

KBC expects to spend only half the 
USS$4 million it spent last year, and 
Shalom Foundation’s funding is set to 
fall from $1 million to $100,000. “We 
didn’t get direct donations, but only 
through INGOs. Most of the money 
they get goes to their staff costs. 
They’ve asked us to target our aid – 
for example, to the 100 most needy [in 
a camp] – which means they want to 
limit the funds,” U Gun Mai said.

“They should be giving us more, 
not less, as the situation is getting 
worse,” he added.

Metta Development Foundation’s 
assistant aid manager, U Gun Sha 
Aung, said the nine NGOs had urged 
UN agencies and donors to reconsider 
the request to target aid.

“The situation is obviously getting 
worse, and we need more assistance, 
not less,” he said.

The NGOs have also asked the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs to provide more 
detailed information about the break-
down in international aid provided to 
the Kachin and Rakhine conflicts, in-
cluding how much was spent on food, 
accommodation, shelter and other ar-
eas in each state.

The UN and its humanitarian part-
ners are seeking $190 million to assist 
536,400 vulnerable people in Rakhine, 
Kachin and northern Shan states as 
part of the Myanmar Humanitarian 
Response Plan for 2015. 

This includes some 240,000 people 
who remain displaced in these three 
states as a result of the fighting that 
restarted in Kachin in 2011, and the 
inter-communal violence that erupted 
in Rakhine in 2012.

Of the $190 million, about 36 per-
cent is being requested for Kachin and 
northern Shan states, according to 

UNOCHA.
The 2014 request, for $192 mil-

lion, including $66 million for Kachin 
State, was 59pc funded, with more 
than $113.2 million received by the 
end of the year.

Mark Cutts, head of office for OCHA 
in Myanmar, said Myanmar was one 
of the best-funded appeals globally in 
2014, above the average of 42pc. 

However, he said humanitarian 
needs around the world are expected 
to be higher this year due to major 
emergencies in Syria, South Sudan 
and other places, and this could affect 

support for Myanmar’s crises.
“Finite levels of funding from inter-

national donors are being asked to ad-
dress greater needs,” he said. “Global 
funding constraints could affect over-
all funding availability in 2015, includ-
ing for the humanitarian response in 
Kachin for both international and na-
tional organisations.”

On the question of whether fund-
ing was being cut to local NGOs, Mr 
Cutts said they “have been, and will 
continue to be, central to the humani-
tarian response in Kachin and north-
ern Shan states”.

Cherry Thein
t.cherry6@gmail.com
Thomas Kean
tdkean@gmail.com

A displaced Kachin family sits in a bamboo home in an IDP camp near Laiza in July 2012. Photo: Kaung Htet

No permission for cross-line missions has been granted since September because of security concerns and bureaucratic delays

KACHIN STATE

 MILLION US$ 

190
Amount requested by the UN in 2015 to 
support more than 500,000 displaced 

or vulnerable people in Rakhine, Kachin 
and northern Shan states
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Direct-
to-your 
door taxi 
service 
planned
Toe Wai Aung
linnhtet.lt@gmail.com

A SATELLITE-GUIDED, on-call 
taxi service will soon be available 
in Yangon to take passengers di-
rect from their homes to their 
destinations. U Aung Win, man-
aging director of Yaung Ni Oo 
company, says GPS systems are 
now being fitted to more than 
100 vehicles in preparation for 
the launch of the service.

“Our home delivery service 
will begin in April,” he said. 

His company will work with 
an Indian logistics firm and the 
Hello Cabs taxi service, he said.

Passengers needing transport 
will call a central number, and 
the call centre will send a car 
direct to their home. Passengers 
will be notified in advance of the 
taxi’s number and the driver’s 
name.

“The company will ensure the 
security of our passengers, and 
the system will be much safer 
than a cab hailed off the street. 
They will operate according to 
GPS systems controlled via satel-
lite. Passengers will know exactly 
where they are going and the 
time of arrival,” he said, add-
ing that drivers were now un-
dergoing training in customer  
relations. 

All cars would have a meter 
and air conditioning.

“We will also invite qualified 
car owners who are interested 
in participating, and whose cars 
can be fitted with the GPS,” said 
U Aung Win.

Hello Cabs will provide a range 
of vehicles for service. “We will 
also expand the service to carry 
goods, including perishables,” said 
Ayush Keshan of Dogon Logistics. 
“The location of every vehicle and 
its petrol consumption will be 
monitored by the company.” 

– Translation by Khant Lin Oo

Authorities shutter exhibit of 
photos from ‘U Thant Crisis’

A LANDMARK show exhibiting pho-
tos of the 1974 unrest known as the U 
Thant uprising has been delayed, after 
local officials demanded the photogra-
pher seek regional government approv-
al on the eve of the opening.

The show, previously scheduled for 
February 1 to 5 at Pazundaung town-
ship’s Orchid Hotel, has now tenta-
tively been pushed back to February 
25 to March 1 – pending government 
approval.

Photographer U Htein Win told The 
Myanmar Times that he was told by 
the Pazundaung township general ad-
ministrative office on January 31 that 
the show could not take place unless he 

received permission from the regional 
government. 

“I have no idea why the authori-
ties want to ban it. When I went to 
the township administrative office and 
asked for an official letter stopping the 
show, the person in the office said that 
they did not have it,” U Htein Win said.

“They just called me and said that I 
must have permission from the Yangon 
Region government to do the show but I 
have not received any official letter yet.”

He has now submitted a request 
through the township administrative 
office to the regional government to 
hold the show.

The photos depict the events of 
the U Thant crisis in December 1974, 
when students snatched the body of 
the recently deceased former United 

Nations secretary-general from where 
it was being displayed at Kyaikkasan 
Racecourse and took it to Yangon Uni-
versity, in protest against a perceived 
lack of respect from General Ne Win’s 
government. After several days of failed 
negotiations, police stormed the uni-
versity, firing on unarmed students, an 
unknown number of whom were killed. 
U Htein Win was studying at the uni-
versity when the events unfolded.

They have already been published 
as a book, The U Thant Crisis, in De-
cember 2014 to mark the 30th anniver-
sary of the protests.

On December 15, The Myanmar 
Times published several of the images, 
along with U Htein Win’s account – 
titled “Forty years on, fresh images 
emerge of U Thant’s funeral” – of how 

the photos were clandestinely cap-
tured, lost and then rediscovered.

Daw Phyu Ei Thein, the owner of 
River Ayeyarwady Gallery, said that 
photo and other art exhibitions are still 
technically required to have prior ap-
proval from the authorities, although 
often they do not bother.

She said for political-themed shows 
it is better to be on the safe side and 
seek permission for the censorship of-
fice on 38th Street in downtown Yan-
gon. “When I arranged an exhibition 
about Daw Aung San Suu Kyi I got per-
mission from that board.” 

The Pazundaung township admin-
istrative office declined to comment 
when contacted, while the regional 
government could not be reached for 
comment. 

Lun Min Mang
lunmin.lm@gmail.com

Dozens of unmarked war graves to get memorials

UP to 50 unmaintained or unmarked 
graves of Commonwealth soldiers who 
died in Myanmar during World War 
II could receive new recognition from 
the Commonwealth War Graves Com-
mission in coming years, a commission 
spokesperson said last week.

The comments come after the com-
mission installed a personalised pedes-
tal marker at the Mawlamyine grave of 
an Anglo-Burmese medic who died in 
1947. 

Private Rupert Mellican, who served 
with the British Royal Army Medical 
Corps, was buried with relatives at a 
family vault at St Patricks Roman Cath-
olic Cemetery in the Mon State capital.
The son of Aloysius and Therese Mel-
lican, of 21 Blundell Street, Pvt Mellican 
was 25 when he died and left no widow.

It is the first time an “alternative 
commemoration” has been undertaken 
by the CWGC in Myanmar in recent 
years. CWGC Myanmar manager U 
Thet Mon said it was “deeply reward-
ing” that efforts to commemorate Pvt 

Mellican have reached fruition. 
“The grave will be regularly in-

spected and cared for and will ensure 
his sacrifice, and those of other Com-
monwealth servicemen and women in 
Myanmar, is never forgotten,” he said.

A CWGC spokesperson said Pvt 
Mellican’s grave was chosen “due to 
its immediate accessibility” but the 
commission is planning similar com-
memorations at other sites around the 
country, particularly in areas that are 

now opening up due to ceasefires with 
armed ethnic groups.

Media and publications officer Bar-
ney Cullum said the commission had 
recently identified nearly 50 graves like 
Pvt Mellican’s around the country.

“Over the next two years the CWGC 
aims to install an appropriate and 
fitting grave marker at each accessi-
ble grave site and ensure the grave – 
whether it is a scattered grave or one 
situated in a cemetery like that of Pvt 

Mellican – is kept to the same high 
standard as all other Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission graves glob-
ally,” Mr Cullum said.

Mr Cullum said one of the grave 
sites being considered for alternative 
commemoration is that of Lieutenant 
Colonel Sydney Wigginton, who is bur-
ied near Mewaing, between Papun in 
Kayin State and Bilin in Mon State.

Lt Col Wigginton died when the 
Dakota he was flying in with 15 others 
crashed into mountains northeast of 
Yangon on September 7, 1945. 

As The Myanmar Times reported 
last year, Lt Col Wigginton’s son, Gavin 
Wigginton, has been attempting to visit 
the burial site, which is inside a monas-
tery in Mewaing. An application to visit 
in November 2014 was rejected by the 
Office of Military Security Affairs on 
“security grounds”.

An associate of Mr Wigginton later 
visited the site but was detained by 
both government and Karen National 
Union soldiers. On an earlier visit in 
2014, the grave site in Mewaing was 
confirmed by an 87-year-old resident 
who helped bury the men.

Thomas Kean
tdkean@gmail.com

The grave of Private Rupert Mellican in Mawlamyine. Photo: Supplied/CWGC

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Kabushiki Kaisha Yaskawa Denki, a company organized 
under the laws of Japan carrying on business and having its 
principal office at 2-1, Kurosaki-shiroishi, Yahatanishi-ku, 
Kitakyushu-shi, Fukuoka 806-0004, Japan is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following Trademarks :-

YASKAWA
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/8690/2013

Used in respect of: - 

Industrial robots; metalworking machines and tools; 
loading-unloading machines and apparatus; painting 
machines and apparatus; semiconductor manufacturing 
machines and systems; semiconductor wafer processing 
equipment; AC motors and DC motors [not including 
those for land vehicles but including “parts” for any 
AC motors and DC motors]; electric motors and parts 
thereof, not for land vehicles; electronic servo motor 

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/8689/2013

controllers; dynamo brushes; electric welding apparatus 
[for metalworking]. (International Class 7)

Cables, electric; telecommunication cables; power 
distribution or control machines and apparatus; 
inverters; programmable logic controller (PLC); reeds 
witch; electrical controlling devices; electronic power 
converters; encoders (converts the angular position or 
motion of a shaft or axle to an analog or digital code); 
modems; electronic machines, apparatus and their parts; 
computer hardware; computer programs [downloadable 
software]; computer programme [programs], recorded; 
electronic circuits; (International Class 9)

Medical apparatus and instruments; physical exercise 
apparatus, for medical purposes; (International Class 10)

Electric motors for land vehicles; electric motor control 
apparatus for land vehicles; electric motors for railway 
rolling stock; electric motor control apparatus for railway 
rolling stock; electric motors for automobiles; electric 
motor apparatus for automobiles; (International Class 12)

Machinery installation; repair or maintenance of electric 
motors; repair or maintenance of power distribution or 
control machines and apparatus; repair or maintenance 
of inverter; repair or maintenance of electronic power 
converters; repair or maintenance of electronic control 

apparatus; repair or maintenance of power generators; 
repair or maintenance of electricity control panels; repair 
or maintenance of Switchboards; repair or maintenance 
of industrial robots; electrical installation services; 
(International Class 37)

Providing computer programs on data networks; rental of 
computers; designing of machines; apparatus, instruments 
[including their parts] or systems composed of such machines, 
apparatus and instruments; computer programming; 
creating and maintaining web sites for others; computer 
system design; recovery of computer data; data conversion 
of computer programs and data, not physical conversion; 
technical advice relating to performance, operation, etc. of 
computers, automobiles and other machines that require 
high levels of personal knowledge, skill or experience of the 
operators to meet the required accuracy in operating them; 
(International Class 42)

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or 
fraudulent intentions of the above marks will be dealt 
with according to law.                                               

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers 
Ph:0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Ella Cheong LLC, Singapore)
Dated: 9th February, 2015
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With general election looming,  
MPs gather for final year in office

AS the country gears up for elec-
tions later this year, observers and 
practitioners have been discussing 
the effectiveness of the nation’s par-
liament. Initially so inexperienced 
it was known as the “half-hour 
hluttaw”, the bicameral body – first 
convened four years ago on January 
31 – has made some gains in staking 
out new territory in the transition 
to democracy.

Perhaps the clearest instance of 
how the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw sees 
itself as a check on the executive in 
the interests of the voters has been 
its decisions to cut projects from 
the government’s budget bill if 
MPs believe they fail to benefit the  
people.

It also emerged as the winner 
in a tangled dispute with the first 
incarnation of the constitutional 
court when the court’s entire mem-
bership stepped down after being 
criticised for saying members of 
parliament were not “Union-level 
persons”. The fight was seen as a 
test of MPs’ power to oversee gov-
ernment departments.

These disputes highlight that 
while the executive and the legisla-
ture may share common goals, their 
views on how to carry out their re-
spective tasks can be very different. 

“Some people think the hlut-
taw seeks confrontation with the 
government. That’s not true. But in 
any democratic country, there is a 
naturally adversarial relationship 
between the parliament and the 
executive,” the National League for 
Democracy Pyithu Hluttaw repre-
sentative for Pathein, U Win Myint, 
told The Myanmar Times.

But the hluttaw is not without 
its detractors. Amyotha Hluttaw 

representative U Phone Myint Aung 
said he agreed with those who com-
plain some MPs lack experience or 
are uninterested in debate. 

However, he attributed this to 
the fact that many representatives 

Military members of parliament confer before a Pyithu Hluttaw session. Photo: Christopher Davy

Htoo 
Thant

thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

‘Some people think 
the hluttaw seeks 
confrontation with 
the government. 
That’s not true.’

U Win Myint 
Pyithu Hluttaw representative

Four years after first convening, the national parliament has established itself as an important institution in Myanmar’s political landscape 

Mon State government backs 
Ramsar listing for Gulf of Mottama

CONSERVATIONISTS are to meet 
next month in a bid to protect wet-
lands around the Mon State town-
ships of Kyaikto and Bilin, it was 
announced last week. After years of 
lobbying from conservation groups, 
the regional government has agreed 
to support the nomination of a sec-
tion of the Gulf of Mottama for des-
ignation as a wetland of interna-
tional importance under the Ramsar 
Convention.

Daw Saw Mon Theint, execu-
tive director of the Biodiversity and 
Nature Conservation Association 
(BANCA), said the initial proposed 
site would be located in the east-
ern part of the Gulf of Mottama, 
which is home to at least half of the 
world’s population of spoon-billed  
sandpipers. 

A forum will be held in the first 
week of March to built momentum 
for the application for Ramsar list-
ing, she said.

Mon State Minister for Forestry 

and Mining U Win Maw Oo said at a 
ceremony on January 31 that the re-
gional government would work with 
BANCA to conserve the area. 

Earlier in January, the regional 
government agreed in January to 
support the listing of a 32,000-hec-
tare (80,000-acre) section of the Gulf 

of Mottoma, said U Pyae Phyo Aung, 
joint secretary of BANCA.

He said the wetlands cover 
200,000 acres but the area was too 
large to list in its entirety.

“The government agreed to in-
clude sections of Kyaikto and Bilin 

townships. It is likely to be between 
60,000 and 80,000 acres but the 
exact area is yet to be finalised,” he 
said.

He said the forum was the “first 
step” toward conserving the gulf 
and that conservationists were con-
scious of the need to protect local  
livelihoods.

“Some residents in the area wor-
ry that Ramsar listing will result in 
them losing their homes, their lands 
and their livelihoods. We will make 
sure this does not happen,” U Pyae 
Phyo Aung said.

BANCA has been seeking the des-
ignation of the Gulf of Mottama as a 
Ramsar site since 2008.

Myanmar’s only Ramsar site is 
Moeyingyi wetlands, situated in 
Bago Region, about two hours north 
of Yangon. It was listed in 2004, 
again after lobbying by BANCA.

The site boasts 100 square kilo-
metres (40 square miles) of wet-
lands, 2.56 sq km of which are now 
Ramsar-protected, making it a safe 
haven for vulnerable, endangered or 
critically endangered species.

Myint Kay
myintkay94thi@gmail.com

Up to 80,000 acres of wetland across two townships would be protected under plan

400
Estimated global population of mature 

spoon-billed sandpipers

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SANYO SHOKUHIN CO., a 
joint stock company duly organized under the laws of Japan , 
manufactures and merchants of Sanyo Akasaka Building, 3-5-
2 Akasaka, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan  is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. IV/2503/1996)

(Reg: No. IV/2505/1996)
The above two trademarks are in respect of:- “instant noodles”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for SANYO SHOKUHIN CO.,
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 9th February, 2015
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With general election looming,  
MPs gather for final year in office

are former government officials who 
were instructed to take part in the 
2010 election. “But some ex-govern-
ment staff have become among the 
most energetic members of parlia-
ment. They have made the most of 
their new surroundings and have 
been able to get international expe-
rience as well,” he said.

Over the past four years, the hlut-
taw has passed 64 new laws, amend-
ed 55 outdated laws and repealed 14 

laws, Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker 
Thura U Shwe Mann said at a cer-
emony to mark hluttaw’s achieve-
ments so far.

Among the new measures are 
laws on private school registration, 
peaceful assembly and procession, 
foreign investment, foreign ex-
change management, land use, anti-
corruption, special economic zones, 
the minimum wage, and the protec-
tion of farmers’ rights and promo-

tion of farmers’ interests. Starting 
from 2012-13 they have passed bills 
concerning budgets, taxes and na-
tional planning.

While noting that some, includ-
ing students, had protested against 
its actions, the speaker said the par-
liament’s performance had received 
plaudits not just at home but also 
overseas.

U Ye Tun, a Pyithu Hluttaw rep-
resentative from the Shan Nation-
alities Democratic Party, said it was 
unreasonable to expect laws to be 
“perfect” from the start.

“But we can make it perfect later 
on by passing whatever amend-
ments are needed,” he said.

U Htay Oo, deputy leader of the 
ruling Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party, appealed to civil soci-
ety organisation and others for their 
input in the drafting and discussion 
of laws. 

“To achieve success on the road 
toward democracy path, people need 
to know what the executive estate 
and political parties are doing. We 
need people’s participation to be suc-
cessful in our quest for democracy,” 
he said.

Amyotha Hluttaw speaker U 
Khin Aung Myint, however, said the 
hluttaws and their members had a 
great deal of hard work ahead, with 
less than a year to go before parlia-
ment could present a convincing 
balance sheet to the voters.

Thura U Shwe Mann agreed, say-
ing parliamentarians should make 
the most of their final year in office. 
“I conclude by urging all MPs to con-
tinue to act in the best interests of 
the nation and people.” 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Military members of parliament confer before a Pyithu Hluttaw session. Photo: Christopher Davy

Four years after first convening, the national parliament has established itself as an important institution in Myanmar’s political landscape 

TRADEMARK CAUTION
MUSIGN CO., LTD., a company incorporated in Thailand and having 
its registered office at 66/9 Moo9, Thawi wattana- kanchanapisek 
Road, Thawi Wattana, Thawi Wattana, Bangkok 10170, Thailand, is 
the owner and proprietor of the following Trademark:

Reg. No. 4/11109/2013 (18 October 2013)
In respect of “Chemical fertilizers; organic fertilizers; substrates 
for soil-free growing; and plant hormones” in Class 1; “Fungicide; 
Insecticides; and herbicides” in Class 5; and “Seeds” in Class 31.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation 
of the Mark shall be dealt with according to law.

Daw La Min May, H.G.P
For MUSIGN CO., LTD.,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,
   #Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC), Corner of 

Mahabandoola Road & Thein Phyu Road, Botahtaung Township, 
Yangon, The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 9 February 2015                              lmm@kcyangon.com

Trade Mark Caution

Aisin Seiki Kabushiki Kaisha (also trading as Aisin Seiki Co., 
Ltd.), a Japanese joint stock company, of 2-1 Asahi-machi, Kariya-
shi, Aichi-ken, Japan, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg.No. 10014/2005
in respect of “Class 6: Door locks of metal for vehicles, door hinges 
of metal for vehicles, locks of metals for trunk rooms of vehicles, 
hinges of metal for trunk rooms of vehicles, locks of metal for 
automobile hoods, hinges of metal for automobile hoods, fitting 
of metal for vehicles, keys; building and construction materials of 
metal, prefabricated building assembly kits of metal; pulleys, springs 
and valves of metal [other than for machines], junctions of metal 
for pipes, flanges of metal; containers of metal for transport; name 
plates of metal, signboards of metal; loading pallets of metal, tanks 
of metal, packaging containers of metal. Class 7: Water pumps, 
oil pumps, filters for automobile engines, pistons for automobile 
engines, fan couplings, fans for automobile engines, cylinder head 
covers, intake manifolds, crank cases, parts for automobile engines; 
engines and turbines (other than for land vehicles); pneumatic or 
hydraulic machines and instruments; machine elements (other 
than for land vehicles); starters for motors and engines, AC motors 
and DC motors (other than for land vehicles), parts for AC and 
DC motors, AC generators, DC generators; sewing machines, 
embroidery machines; painting machines, plastic processing 
machines, semiconductor manufacturing machines, rubber-
goods manufacturing machines, metalworking machines and 
machine tools. Class 9: Measuring machines for detecting data 
on automobile performance, measuring and testing machines and 
instruments; electronic control units for automobile, electronic 
machines, apparatus and their parts; fuel cells; automobile 
navigation equipment; telecommunication machines and apparatus; 
electric batteries and battery chargers for automobile; electric 
cells; electric regulating apparatus for automobile; electric power 
distribution or control machines, rotary converters; electronic locks; 
trespasser detecting equipment for security; anti-theft warning 
apparatus; optical apparatus and instruments; electric wires and 
cables; electronic publications; slot machines; electric arc welding 
machines, metal cutting machines by arc, gas or plasma, electric 
welding apparatus; electrolysers; vehicle drive training simulators; 
sport training simulators. Class 12: Engines and turbines for land 
vehicles (not including their parts); machine elements for land 
vehicles; AC motors and DC motors for land vehicles (not including 
their parts); automobiles and their parts and fittings; wheelchairs; 
water vehicles and their parts and fittings; air vehicles and their 
parts and fittings; anti-theft alarms for vehicles”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.,H.G.P., D.B.L
for Aisin Seiki Kabushiki Kaisha
P.O. Box 60, Yangon.
Dated: 9 February 2015
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New domestic 
airline to begin  
flights in March

A NEW domestic carrier, Apex Airlines, 
will be among the first in Myanmar to 
offer dynamic pricing when it starts fly-
ing next month, a senior company offi-
cial says. Chief operations officer Selva 
Kumar said Apex’s first aircraft, an ATR 
72-600, would arrive in Nay Pyi Taw in 
mid-February, with a launch planned 
for late March. 

“A second aircraft will arrive be-
tween June and July and a third will ar-
rive between September and October,” 
he told The Myanmar Times on the 
sidelines of the ASEAN Tourism Forum.

Apex will be based in Nay Pyi Taw, 
initially serving domestic destinations 
such as Yangon, Dawei and Myeik, 
and later Myitkyina, Mandalay, Bagan, 
Sittwe, Thandwe, Kawthoung, Heho, 
Kengtung and Tachileik.

The airline also plans to offer inter-
national flights using Airbus aircraft. 
“We are not just looking into flying to 
Southeast Asian nations but also South 
Asian destinations such as India and 
Bangladesh,” he said.

Pricing will change depending on 
demand and season, he said. While 
common practice internationally, fares 

on most existing domestic airlines are 
relatively stagnant, changing only be-
tween high season and low season.

Customers will also be able to book 
online through a computer reservation 
system, with booking confirmation by 
email and SMS.

The decision to base the airline in 
Nay Pyi Taw was made because facili-
ties at the city’s airport, which opened 
in December 2011 and has a capacity of 
about 3.5 million passengers a year, are 
of a high standard, while Yangon is be-
coming increasingly crowded.

Mr Kumar said Nay Pyi Taw also 
had significant potential as a “MICE” 
destination – a term in the tourism 
industry for meetings, incentives, con-
ferences and exhibitions. “[There] are 
many international and local hotels, 
and two big convention centres ... so we 
are very confident about being based in 
Nay Pyi Taw,” he said.

Apex was incorporated as a pub-
lic company in November 2012. It is 
chaired by Tanintharyi Region busi-
nessperson U Khin Soe, who also heads 
fisheries firm Anawar Hlwam, Apex 
Gas & Oil Public Company, Apex G&O 
Group Hotel and Dawei Development 
Public Company.

The nine existing domestic airlines 
are Air Mandalay, Yangon Airways, Air 
KBZ, Mann Yadanarpon Airlines, Air 
Bagan, Asian Wings Airlines, FMI Air 
Charter, Golden Myanmar Airlines and 
Myanmar National Airways.

Zaw Win 
Than

zawwinthan@gmail.com

Farmers turn out to support U Zaw Win (seated) during a hearing at Pyin Oo Lwin Township Court in October 2014. 

Lawyer launches hunger strike

FARMERS’ champion U Zaw Win, 
who has been detained for staging 
a solo protest against “impropriety” 
in the judiciary, has started a hun-
ger strike in Mandalay’s Ohbo prison 
after his application or bail was re-
jected. His wife, Daw San Ki Thar, 
says he is in poor health and is not 
receiving medical attention.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times 
on February 3, Daw San Ki Thar 
said U Zaw Win had applied for bail 
on January 30 at Mandalay’s Aung 
Myay Thar San Township Court be-
cause the plaintiff, a Pyin Oo Lwin 
police captain, was unavailable to 

appear in court. The judge rejected 
the application.

“Since then he has been on hun-
ger strike. His health is poor and his 
condition is serious. We’re very wor-
ried about what might happen,” said 
Daw San Ki Thar, who last saw her 
husband at the prison on January 
2. She said U Zaw Win suffers from 
liver and kidney ailments and a per-
sistent cough.

On December 30, prosecutors 
changed the venue of his trial from 
Pyin Oo Lwin to Aung Myay Thar 
San on the grounds of security. U 
Zaw Win, a higher grade pleader 
whose licence was once revoked, 
fought the attempt to shift the case, 
arguing it would make it difficult for 

defence witnesses to appear in court.
“These constant delays mean I 

have had to stay in jail ... They are us-
ing the law as a weapon,” U Zaw Win 
said after a November 26 hearing.

Well-known for representing lo-
cal farmers in land-grab cases, U Zaw 
Win has now spent the last seven 
months in detention. He has repeat-
edly complained of impropriety in 
the judiciary, but no action has been 
taken as a result of his complaints. 
Following his one-man protest in 
Pyin Oo Lwin, police charged him 
under the peaceful protest law last 
May. All his applications for bail have 
been rejected. His next court hearing 
is scheduled for February 6. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Si Thu Lwin
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

Officials kick off census of rare Irrawaddy dolphins

GOLD mining, battery fishing and 
the use of poison are being blamed 
for a decline in the numbers of rare 
Irrawaddy dolphins, conservationists 
say. Next month, a census will be taken 
to determine how many dolphins are 
left, amid fears that only a few dozen 
still survive.

The 10-day census, an annual event, 

will take place along their Ayeyarwady 
River habitat between Mandalay and 
Bhamo township in Kachin State, said 
an official of the Irrawaddy dolphin 
conservation group, a collaboration 
between the Department of Fisheries 
and the Wildlife Conservation Society.

 “From the census we can learn 
whether the number of dolphins has 
increased or decreased. We will also 
survey the impact on dolphin num-
bers of gold mining along the river,” 

he added.
The survey, which will start on Feb-

ruary 10, will also take into account 
the impact of destructive fishing prac-
tices, including the use of poison and 
batteries to electrocute the fish, as well 
as the entry of migrant birds to the riv-
erine ecology.

“We’re researching the condition of 
dolphins living along the river,” said 
WCS project manager U Kyaw Hla 
Thein.

Two dolphins died in the protected 
zone in December, and another died 
in the upper reaches of the river. “Last 
year’s census counted 63 dolphins. 
Two were born last May, but the three 
deaths in December would mean the 
figure will be lower,” said U Kyaw Hla 
Thein.

The protected zone, established in 
2005, extends between Mingun village 
and Yaydaw Pagoda in Kyauk Myaung, 
which are both in Sagaing Region. 

Within this 74-kilometre stretch, dol-
phins have been observed to help local 
fishermen by directing them to shoals 
of fish. Dolphins outside the zone do 
not do this.

The Irrawaddy dolphin’s popula-
tion rose from a low of 31 in 2002 to 72 
in early 2014. They are endangered be-
cause of destructive fishing practices, 
said U Maung Maung Oo, secretary of 
the Sein Yaung So conservation group.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Maung Zaw
mgzaw.mmtimes@gmail.com

Photo: Si Thu Lwin

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that APPLE INC.  a company 
organized under the laws of the State of California, 
United States of America and having its principal office 
at 1 Infinite, Cupertino, California 95014, United States 
of America, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the 
following trademarks:

The said Two Trade Marks consists of “apple device and 
APPLE”

The said Trade Marks are used in respect of the following 
services:

Class 41
Education; providing of training; arranging and conducting 
classes, online classes, workshops, tutorials, and conferences 
and distributing related course materials; providing advice 

APPLE(2)

and information in the field of education; providing 
online publications; publishing of electronic publications; 
digital video, audio and multimedia publishing services; 
publication of text and graphic works of others; music 
publishing; digital imaging services; providing a website 
for the uploading, storing, sharing, viewing and posting of 
digital images, videos, online journals, and other related 
multimedia materials; online library services; providing 
information relating to publishing of electronic publications; 
entertainment; providing non-downloadable audio, video, 
and multimedia content; rental of digital entertainment 
content; providing radio programs; providing online 
computer games; providing a website featuring content 
in the fields of music and entertainment; conducting 
contests; providing information, reviews and personalized 
recommendations of entertainment content; recording, 
production and editing of radio and television programs; 
recording, production and editing services in the field of 
music, videos and film; creation of visual effects and graphics 
for others; providing advice and information in the field 
of entertainment; organizing music and film festivals for 
cultural and entertainment purposes; presentation of live 
performances; providing a facility for live performances; 
ticket reservation and booking services for entertainment, 
sporting and cultural events; physical fitness consultation 
and instruction; providing fitness and exercise facilities; 

providing a website featuring information regarding exercise 
and fitness; sporting and cultural activities; organizing and 
conducting sporting, cultural and arts events; providing 
online electronic schedules of sporting, educational and 
entertainment events; distribution of video tapes; toy rental; 
games equipment rental; animal training; modeling for 
artists; operating lotteries.

rendered by or on behalf of APPLE INC. in the Union 
of Myanmar.

That Declarations of Ownership in respect of the said 
Trade Marks have been registered in the Office of the 
Sub-Registrar, Yangon, on the day of 10th October, 2014 
for IV/14767/2014 and IV/14768/2014.

WARNING is hereby given that any fraudulent imitation, 
unauthorised or improper use of the said Trade Marks or 
other infringement of the rights of APPLE INC. in any 
manner whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Dated this 9th day of February, 2015.

U Kyi Win Associates
for APPLE INC.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
53-55 Maha Bandoola Garden Street, Yangon
Phone:  372416

(1)
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Ministry begins living cost 
survey to set minimum wage

A COST-OF-LIVING survey that will 
help determine a national minimum 
wage got under way on January 26 
in Yangon and Bago regions. Inves-
tigators will use questionnaires to 
examine the living conditions of busi-
ness owners, public servants, work-
ers earning a bare living and unem-
ployed people.

Daw Tin Tin Ye, an official with 
the labour department of Shwe Pyi 
Thar township, Yangon Region, said 
the survey would focus on how much 
families spend each week on food, as 
well as other living costs.

“Generally, a family unit will 
spend between K8000 and K10,000 
on food for a week,” she said.

In Yangon Region, the two-month 
survey is being conducted initially in 
three villages – Zee Gone, Thar Du 
Kan and Hlawkar – and three wards 
– 6, 9 and 16 – in Shwe Pyi Thar town-
ship.

It will eventually cover 108 town-
ships throughout the country, includ-
ing Nay Pyi Taw Council. The work 
will be carried out by representatives 

of the labour department, employers, 
local administrative staff and volun-
teers, and their reports will be sent to 
the Ministry of Labour, which is con-
sidering what level to set the mini-
mum wage in each.

Survey teams collected data on 34 
households in Bago Region’s Yedashe 
township on January 26, said team 
member U Ko Ko Naing.

“On average a family will spend 
K300,000 to K400,000 a month. In 
some cases, their expenditure ex-
ceeds their monthly income,” he said, 

adding that after Yedashe they would 
conduct the survey in Swar and  
Thargara.

While the Myanmar Trade Union 
Federation and the Federation of Trade 
Unions Myanmar have been invited to 
take part, the government has refused 
requests to allow other labour groups 
to join the survey as volunteers.

“The ministry did not invite other 
groups to collaborate despite our re-
quest,” MTUF leader U Aung Lin said.

U Tun Tun Naing, a member of 
the Cooperative Committee for Trade  

Unions (CCTU), said his group was 
one of those frozen out of the survey.

But U Aye Myint of the Ministry 
of Labour said the government had 
tried to cooperate with representa-
tives of both labour and employers in 
creating job opportunities, resolving 
labour problems and improving con-
ditions for labour. “We are collaborat-
ing with them. The minimum wage 
will be fixed by the survey result,” he 
said after the January 20 meeting.

Director general U Myo Aung 
said the minimum wage would not 
be fixed this year. “It’s not clear that 
the representatives of labour and the 
employers will recognise the results. 
If not, it won’t be possible to [set the 
minimum wage],” he said.

U Soe Lwin, owner of Diamond 
noodle factory, who is serving as an 
employers’ representative in the sur-
vey team, said it was too early to dis-
cuss the results of the survey, as fami-
lies surveyed so far had been mostly 
middle class and had higher living 
expenses than working-class families. 

More time would be needed to 
achieve a comprehensive result, he 
said. “It’s too early to say what the 
minimum wage will be because we 
need to cover all kinds of family units 
and their living standards,” he said. 

He added that the wage should 
be about K4000 or K5000 per eight-
hour day, or about K150,000 a month.

Nyan lYnN 
aung

29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

Teams interview residents of a village in Yedashe township, Bago Region, for a 
living costs survey that will be used to set a minimum wage. Photo: Ko Ko Naing

Teams begin collecting data from households in Yangon and Bago regions ahead of national rollout

RESIDENTS have branded petrol sta-
tions a fire hazard after two people 
were injured in a blaze at a filling sta-
tion in Mandalay last month. They 
have pledged to protest if any more 
stations are allowed to open in Maha 
Aung Myay township.

The residents have already lodged 
complaints against the petrol stations 
with the heads of the ward and town-
ship administration offices and the 
fire brigade.

“We have lodged formal objections 
but received no response. Most of our 
residents depend on daily wages, so 
not only their properties but also their 
livelihoods are at risk in the event of a 
fire. We don’t want any more petrol sta-
tions,” said U Maung Maung Oo, who 
lives in the township’s No 528 ward.

On January 29, fire broke out at 
Aung Myittar petrol station while fuel 
was being transferred from one con-
tainer to another, injuring two people.

“There are two stations already in 
our ward, and at least one more is pre-
paring to open here. We’re collecting 
signatures to present a petition to the 
chief minister of Mandalay Region. 
We don’t want to hurt their business, 
but we don’t want any more petrol sta-
tions in our ward. We’re worried about 
the fire hazard,” said U Win Kyaw 
Myint, of No 521 ward. – Kyaw Ko Ko, 
translation by Thiri Min Htun

After fire, 
residents 
protest new 
fuel stations

Mandalay
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Petition calls for reforms at 
Union Election Commission

REFORM of the Union Electoral 
Commission is vital to the holding 
of free and fair elections, a new po-
litical action group is claiming. The 
Mass Movement Acceleration Net-
work (MMAN) has launched a peti-
tion to bring about the change it says 
is required.

Ko Myat Kyaw, a member of the 
group, said they do not think the 
coming election would be free and 
fair unless the current commission is 
reformed.

“It is not in accordance with the 
law. The UEC chair is a former mili-
tary officer and a leader of the ruling 
Union Solidarity Development Party 
(USDP), and the whole commission 
is composed of ex-officers. It’s hard to 
believe that the election can be free 
and fair with them in charge,” he said.

U Tin Aye, the chair of the UEC, 
was elected in 2010 as a representa-
tive of Tada-Oo, Mandalay Region. 
President U Thein Sein appointed 
him chair of the electoral body when 
it was formed in August 2012. Last 
December, U Tin Aye was criticised 
for telling an audience with actors 
and actresses in Yangon on voter ed-
ucation that widespread unrest could 
lead to an army coup.

“How can someone who is sup-
posed to be an impartial referee, in 
an election that will be scrutinised 
by the entire international commu-
nity, say such a thing?” said Ko Myat 
Kyaw.

At a public meeting on January 25 
in Dagon Seikkan township, Yangon 
Region, the MMAN collected about 
200 signatures for the petition.

U Ko Ni, a High Court lawyer 

and a member of the opposition Na-
tional League for Democracy, said 
the UEC’s composition violated the 
constitution and electoral law. “U 
Tin Aye has never served in the Un-
ion Supreme Court or a High Court 
in the states and regions. Nor has he 
served as an advocate for a minimum 
of 20 years. He is just an ex-general 
and former political party leader,” he 
said.

“His party, the USDP, backs the 
Tatmadaw. The president should re-
form the UEC in accordance with the 
2012 UEC Law and section 398 of the 
constitution, or hluttaw should take 
up the matter,” he added.

In response to a question at press 
conference last September on the 
composition of the UEC, U Tin Aye 

told reporters he had never been “no-
torious” as an army officer, and his 
appointment was in accordance with 
the law, which says the UEC chair 
should be a “distinguished person”.

U Ko Ni said, “That means 
someone like a retired professor or  
ambassador.”

The UEC declined to respond to 
a request for comment from The My-
anmar Times.

World Maritime University 
alumni gather in Yangon
Master mariners from across Asia, 
including about 50 Myanmar officers, 
gathered last week for a two-day 
conference at Yangon’s Shangri-la 
Hotel on maritime education and 
training. They were participating in 
the World Maritime University’s first 
regional alumni conference, organ-
ised with the help of the Department 
of Marine Administration.

Other participants were from 
Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Laos, Ma-
laysia, the Maldives, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and 
Vietnam, said department director U 
Maung Maung Oo. 

The general secretary of the UN’s 
International Maritime Organisation, 
representatives from the Interna-
tional Association of Maritime Uni-
versities and international maritime 
experts addressed the conference 
and exchanged their experiences.

The WMU, located in Malmo, Swe-
den, is a world centre of maritime 
education and research.

Its 46 master’s-degree holders 
from Myanmar serve throughout 
the industry, which has tradition-
ally attracted high-quality Myanmar 
mariners.

Currently, more than 60,000 Myan-
mar seafarers are serving on ships. 

– Shwegu Thitsar,  
translation by Thiri Min Htun

Air KBZ to launch flights 
between Yangon, Chiang Mai
Privately owned domestic carrier 
Air KBZ is planning to launch flights 
between Yangon and Chiang Mai, 
northern Thailand, in May, targeting 
both Thai and International  
travellers.

U Myat Thu, chief commercial of-
ficer of Air KBZ, said the route would 
be using ATR72-600 aircraft on two 
flights a week. 

“We also plan to launch a service 
between Mae Sot and Mawlamyine by 
code-share agreement with Nok Air 
of Thailand,” he said.

“We have eight aircraft and we’re 
planning to add more next year as we 
look into other regional markets to 
expand our routes,” he added.

Air KBZ was established in June 
2010 and links 15 domestic destina-
tions. Like Myanmar Airways Inter-
national, it is owned by Kanbawza 
Group of Companies. 

It is one of nine airlines flying 
domestic routes in Myanmar. A 10th, 
Apex Airlines, will launch at the end 
of March (see related story page 16). 

– Zaw Win Than

Lun Min 
Mang

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

Union Election 
Commission chair 

U Tin Aye. Photo: 
Aung Htay Hlaing

in BRIEF

President focuses on cooperation at green forum

MYANMAR should move toward a 
green, sustainable, low-carbon, econ-
omy, President U Thein Sein told 
an environmental forum last week. 
Speaking at Nay Pyi Taw’s Interna-
tional Convention Centre on Febru-
ary 3, the president told the Fourth 
Green Economy Green Growth Fo-
rum that the government would 
work with others to develop human 
resources for science, technology and 
management.

U Thein Sein said cooperation 
was required to help prevent natu-
ral disasters that were becoming 
more frequent and intense. Myan-
mar should make the transition to a 
green economy in accordance with 
international agreements such as 
the Rio+20 declaration issued at the 
Earth Summit 2012 in Brazil, he said.

Such an economy would focus on 
using energy effectively and develop-
ing renewable energy sources, adopt-
ing a continuous agriculture sys-
tem, protecting forest biodiversity, 
water resources and the ecosystem,  

developing systematic land-using 
policies, building sustainable green 
cities, managing waste disposal, pre-
serving the oceans, seas and coastal 
areas, and minimising the impact of 
extracting natural resources.

U Thein Sein said Myanmar 
would benefit more from receiving 
technological and human resources 
assistance than financial aid.

A consultant with the non-profit 
Myanmar Green Economy Green 
Growth Association, U Khin Maung 
Lwin, noted that U Thein Sein had 
adopted a different tone at this 

year’s event than the forum held 
in 2013. At that time he said that 
those who destroy the country’s 
natural resources are destroying 
the country, but this year called on 
stakeholders to scale up collabora-
tion activities to sustain natural 
resources.

“It looks like the president is try-
ing to make more friends instead of 
enemies,” he said. “At the moment, 
collaboration is weak and this is 
making it difficult to implement  
policies.” 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Htoo Thant
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

‘It’s hard to believe 
that the election 
can be free and fair 
with [the current 
commission]  
in charge.’

Ko Myat Kyaw 
Mass Movement Acceleration  

Network member





22 News THE MYANMAR TIMES  February 9 - 15, 2015

To prevent a backlash, create equality

NARROWING the gap between rich 
and poor may be the best way to 
preserve social harmony as Myan-
mar’s economic, social and political 
transition advances, a workshop on 
affordable housing heard last week 
in Mandalay.

A former Ministry of Health di-
rector said measures should be taken 
to avoid a possible backlash against 
the pace of change and the potential 
for inequality it left in its wake.

Dr Khin Maung Lwin was speak-
ing to The Myanmar Times on the 
sidelines of a workshop convened 
by the Asian Development Bank that 
was also attended by officials from 
the Mandalay City Development 
Committee. 

The retired civil servant is now 
an ADB adviser and works with the 
Green Economy and Green Growth 
Myanmar. “Once the democracy 
torch is lit, nobody will want to kill 
the light,” he said. 

“I don’t want to see our citizens 
deeply divided. I’m trying my best to 
raise the quality of life of the poor-
est of the poor, not with money, but 
with skills, knowledge and capacity 
to choose.”

During his years with the Minis-
try of Health, Dr Khin Maung Lwin 
visited hundreds of villages and 
trained more than 100,000 people, 
focusing on programs including 
nutrition for pregnant mothers and 
their babies.

“Our people are very difficult to 
govern. We like freedom and we keep 
buffers to divert external pressure,” 
he said. “That’s the reason why we 
have managed to withstand pressure 
from 2.5 billion people in India and 
China.”

He said the challenge was to 
overcome discrimination between 
the “haves” and the “have-nots” 
by ensuring that poor people were  

involved in the planning process that 
would guarantee shelter and security 
for all.

“Unless we provide safe water 
and sanitary facilities and basic ne-
cessities, the poor will waste what 
little money they earn and spread 
disease. This is a nationwide prob-
lem and we are losing our labour 
force because our poor people seek 
jobs overseas,” he said, adding that 
there was a need to translate good 
policies into action.

Linda Adams, ADB’s senior social 
development specialist, said the idea 
was to create a dialogue among po-
tential partners in civil society, gov-
ernment and the private sector.

“More than 16,000 applied for 
residences in the 1344 units under 
construction.  That gives you an idea 
of the demand and the shortfall. We 
want to commend the MCDC’s initia-
tive to find finance themselves,” she 
said.

Participating banks include  

Myanmar Oriental Bank (MOB), the 
Construction and Housing Develop-
ment Bank (CHDB) and Yadanabon 
Bank.

Ms Adams said the government 
had prioritised housing applicants 
including civil service retirees, the 
disabled and the military, adding 
that ADB’s role is to look for partners 
in the public and private sectors.

“Myanmar law has ceilings on 
loan amounts, duration and the abil-
ity for institutions to lend to each 

other. When you look at the policy 
environment, you need 10 years. If 
they had more flexible terms they 
might be able to offer these prod-
ucts,” she said.

Peter Brimble, the ADB’s deputy 
country director, said the workshop 
was held as part of a US$4 million 
pro-poor project – one of several 
projects the bank plans to support in 
Mandalay.

Approval for a $140 million Man-
dalay Urban Services Improvement 
Project is expected by the middle of 
this year, he said, with $60 million 
coming from ADB and $80 million 
from the French government.

“The project aims at strengthen-
ing urban infrastructure in Manda-
lay including water supply, waste-
water treatment and solid waste 
disposal,” said Mr Brimble.

During the late 1980s, the bank 
provided $15 million for the Man-
dalay Water Supply Project and Mr 
Brimble said he was amazed at how 
well Mandalay officials had taken 
care of the infrastructure.

“This project builds on our earlier 
project and the Mandalay govern-
ment has done a stellar job of main-
taining what has already been built,” 
he said.

“Everybody has begun to see 
Mandalay as the hub of northern 
Myanmar, with China on one side 
and India on the other.  Underlying 
our whole motivation is that Manda-
lay can play a stronger role in upper 
Myanmar. We’d like to see this pro-
ject as contributing to the whole eco-
nomic corridor between India and 
China through Mandalay.”

Stuart 
Alan 
Becker
stuart.becker@gmail.com

MCDC meets civil society 
to build ‘inclusive’ city

IMPROVED drainage and water sup-
ply were among the topics discussed 
at a workshop last week in Manda-
lay, when the city’s development 
committee met with civil society  
organisations.  

Many problems date back to the 
late 1980s, when squatter communi-
ties were relocated to the outskirts 
of major cities, but little or no pro-
vision was made for basic services, 
including drainage, piped water 
supply, roads, street lighting or  
electricity.

“We should take more account of 
the views of people who live in the 
wards concerned, as well as heeding 
the advice of the Asian Development 
Bank,” MCDC committee member 
U Tun Kyi said at the January 28 
workshop. “That way, the people 
who live on the outskirts of the city 
will have the same chance as people  
downtown.”

He added that with the help of 
the ADB, MCDC should be able to 
supply water to 95 percent of Man-
dalay households by 2020. A project 
funded by the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) to pipe 

water to Pyigyitagun township is due 
for completion in 2017.

Mandalay still faces a significant 
squatter problem, amounting to an 
estimated 4000-5000 households. 
Officials complained that some of 
these households have been given 
land on the city outskirts several 
times and later sold it.

“Whenever we relocate them, 
they make their way back to their old 
place. We have to provide them with 
infrastructure at their new location,” 
said the head of the city cleaning de-
partment, U Nay Win Myint.

A woman cooks food on a stove in front of a bamboo home in Mandalay. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw

Khin Su Wai
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Forum in Mandalay searches for ways to provide affordable housing and better infastructure – and close the gap between haves and have nots   

‘We should take 
more account of the 
views of people who 
live in the wards 
concerned.’

U Tun Kyi 
Mandalay City Development 

Committee member

IN DEPTH

16,000
Mandalay residents who applied to 

buy apartments in a low-cost housing 
development with just 1344 units
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Vocational 
training begins 
in Mon, Kayin

POLITICAL and economic reform 
and a return to peace promised by 
the national ceasefire agreement 
process have opened up opportuni-
ties in the southeastern part of the 
country for better training and jobs, 
a Swiss development agency said last 
week.

Swisscontact program direc-
tor Michael Mechthold-Jin told a 
launching ceremony that the voca-
tional training program in Kayin 
State aimed to support employment 
and self-employment, raising in-
comes for disadvantaged people who 
lived there.

“We chose to carry out the pro-
gram in Kayin and Mon states to 
benefit residents with little access to 
job training,” he said.

The US$20 million (19 million 
Swiss francs) program is financed by 
the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC) and imple-
mented by a consortium consisting 
of Swisscontact, Swiss Foundation 
and the German company Institute 
for Vocational Training, Labour Mar-
ket and Social Policy (INBAS), said 
Mr Mechthold-Jin.

Deputy Minister of Labour, Em-
ployment and Social Security U Htin 
Aung said the program would sup-
port preparations for the ASEAN 
economic community, which, sched-
uled to come into force next year, 

would allow free trade and the free 
movement of labour, goods and ser-
vices. “This program will help our ef-
forts to issue skills certificates that 
will enable people fully to partici-
pate in the ASEAN economic com-
munity,” he said.

The Swiss-German project, 
known as VSDP, will train people in 
the hotel and hospitality industry, 
support vocational training for dis-
advantaged women and men, and 

support the National Skills Stand-
ards Authority (NSSA), a regulatory 
body that tests and certifies skills 
levels. 

About 3000 people will be trained 
in hotel work in Yangon and Nay Pyi 
Taw, and 3000 more in local schemes 
in Kayin and Mon states, while ad-
vice and equipment will be provided 
to the NSSA, which is run by the la-
bour ministry.

The program ensures that the 
training provided is practical and 
imparts skills relevant to the needs 
of employers. The program will also 
help graduates acquire an NSSA  
certificate.

A SET of gates that became an en-
during symbol of Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s years under house arrest are to 
be auctioned, a businessman who 
now owns them said on January 31.

The gates – painted in the yel-
low and red colours of her National 
League for Democracy (NLD) – were 
once located at the entrance to the 
crumbling Yangon mansion where 
Myanmar’s most famous political 
prisoner was confined for much of 
the 1990s and 2000s because of her 
outspoken opposition to military 
rule.

“They are my own property. I 
bought them while I was working 
on landscaping in Daw Suu’s com-
pound after her release from house 

arrest,” said U Soe Nyunt, a restau-
rant owner.

The businessman, an NLD sup-
porter, said he would sell the gates 
to raise money both for the construc-
tion of the party’s new headquarters 
and for upcoming centenary celebra-
tions marking the birth of General 
Aung San, an independence hero 
and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s father.

He will not accept less than 
US$200,000 for the gates, he added.

“I think the international com-
munity will be interested. So I will 
wait some time before personally 
auctioning them,” U Soe Nyunt said. 
“Of course, I will sell to whoever can 
give more.”

During brief moments when  

restrictions against Daw Aung Suu 
Kyi were relaxed she would often 
greet well-wishers from the gates.

When her house arrest was fi-
nally overturned in November 2010 
– shortly before military rule was re-
placed with a quasi-civilian reform-
ist government – large crowds of 
jubilant supporters surrounded the 
gates, clamouring to catch a glimpse 
of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and hand 
her bouquets of flowers.

The gates have since been re-
placed.

“If this great door can speak, 
it can narrate about the history of 
Burmese democracy combat for 25 
years,” U Soe Nyunt wrote on his 
Face-book page. – AFP

Yours for just $200k: Daw Suu’s 
discarded gate put up for sale 

Cherry 
Thein

t.cherry6@gmail.com

A journalist films a gate that once stood at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s residence in Yangon. Photo: AFP

Govt signs deal with WMU
SEAMEN will be able to share their 
knowledge and experience and develop 
their education and training thanks 
to an agreement reached last week 
between the Department of Marine 
Administration and World Maritime 
University.

At a signing ceremony at the 
Shangri-La Hotel, Yangon, on January 
27, the department’s director general, U 
Maung Maung Oo, said the agreement 
would help Myanmar’s maritime sec-
tor to engage with the global maritime 
community through the establishment 
of an education network.

Courses taught by World Maritime 

University professors and an online 
distance-learning program will be open 
to Myanmar seamen.

“Reaching the goal of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organisation (IMO) 
for a safe water transport system in 
clean seas will depend on the skills our 
seamen acquire. Courses in maritime 
knowledge, safety, security, environ-
mental management and navigational 
technology will be conducted during 
the agreement’s five-year term,” he said.

WMU will also conduct postgradu-
ate diploma courses in Myanmar. 

– Shwegu Thitsar, 
translation by Zar Zar Soe

3000
People to receive vocational training in 
Mon and Kayin states under a Swiss 

government-funded program



24 News THE MYANMAR TIMES  February 9 - 15, 2015

Views
Singapore’s PM-in-waiting  
commits a major blunder

THINGS have taken a distinct turn for 
the worse for Singapore’s long-ruling 
People’s Action Party, which is often, 
and naively, touted as super-efficient 
and incorruptible.

In a way, it’s the Lance Armstrong 
Syndrome: No one thought an all-
American boy who won the Tour de 
France seven times, beat cancer and 
raised funds for charities could be a 
dope-fuelled, lying, thuggish cheat.

Those who tried to reveal the truth 
were often ridiculed – at least, until 
the facts piled up and Armstrong’s de-
nials became increasingly implausible 
until finally he confessed.

So it is with Singapore, and the 
likewise ridiculed attempts to unveil 
the real situation. But listen up, for 
those attempts received an unexpected 
boost last week from Singapore’s 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong.

Interestingly, he homed in on the 
very thing that people often mention 
when they try to convey what they 
regard as being so admirable about the 
place: its litter-free cleanliness.

Everyone knows the stories about 
former PM Lee Kuan Yew stopping his 
limo to pick up some litter he’s spotted 
on the pavement. These days, though, 
the poor chap would not get to the end 
of the street.

His son, the current PM, recently 
berated his fellow Singaporeans for 
leaving piles of litter on the ground 
after an outdoor concert last month.

He contrasted this with the be-
haviour of Myanmar’s civic-minded 
football fans, who picked up their litter 
after the national team played  

Singapore last November.
Lee was not the only one to get 

fired up. His predecessor, former PM 
Goh Chok Tong, warned that the coun-
try could end up as a “garbage city”.

“Our reputation as one of the 
world’s cleanest cities is going down 
the rubbish chute. It looks like a case 
of ‘monkeys see, monkeys do’,” Goh 
said. “Cleanliness is a character thing. 
It shows who you really are.”

Unfortunately, there is growing 
evidence that Singaporeans are not 
a clean lot. Their own leaders even 
compare them to monkeys.

Another minister later revealed 
that 19,000 summons for littering were 
issued last year, more than double the 
number in 2013.

Singapore’s clean image seems to 
be going the way of Armstrong’s and 
as if that were not bad enough its 
economy has dipped. 

Even the famed strength of its dol-
lar has taken a beating. The Singapore 
currency has fallen dramatically over 
the past six months, dropping almost 
7 percent against the US dollar – a 
greater depreciation than even the 
Indonesian rupiah. Financial analysts 
predict it will stay weak for the first 
half of this year, in part due to worsen-
ing problems at home.

Last month, Singapore’s Business 
Optimism Index dropped to its lowest 

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong speaks to reporters on February 3. Photo: AFP
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Charting a new path to peace

UNION Day – February 12 – has 
been set as the new deadline for the 
signing of a nationwide ceasefire 
agreement. The most challenging 
part is walking the last mile, so it 
may be timely to revisit history. 

It is not so that “it all began 
with Ne Win”, as one foreign expert 
recently asserted. General Ne Win’s 
contribution is the dominant role of 
the military since 1962, and the way 
this has influenced people’s minds. 

But as professor James Scott 
has very convincingly documented 
in his book The Art of Not Being 
Governed, obstacles to a peaceful 
co-existence in Myanmar date as 
far back as the time when people 
with different ethnic backgrounds 
migrated from the north and east 
and either settled in the valley along 
the Ayeyarwady River or inhabited 
the surrounding hills, both of which 
today makes up Myanmar. 

These groups were never at ease 
with each other. Apart from periods 
in history where powerful kings 
were able to assert a level of control 
over extended areas, lowlanders and 
highlanders mainly kept each other 
at bay, either through warfare or by 
the people in the hills paying trib-
utes to monarchs in the lowlands. 

British colonial power did lit-
tle for state-building. Their main 
purpose of government was security 
and profit. In fact, under colonial 
rule Myanmar was administered as 
two entities: Ministerial Burma or 
Burma proper, under the governor; 
and the Karenni (Kayah) and Shan 
States, Kachin, Chin, the Trans 
Salween Area (Kayin) and the Naga 
Hills under indirect administration 
of the Office of the Frontier Service. 

The first independent govern-
ment was tasked with the challenge 
of incorporating and moulding 
loosely independent mini-states and 
numerous ethnic and tribal com-
munities into a cohesive mutually 
supportive unit. Independence from 
Britain was essentially negotiated 
by the Bamar people of the plains, 
while a number of ethnic groups in 
the surrounding highland regions 
agreed to the terms of independ-
ence from the British, but without 
a real commitment to the national 
entity that was Burma.

Any hope of reconciliation and 
state-building soon faded. The U Nu 
government struggled for 14 years 
from one political and constitution-
al crisis to another, until General Ne 
Win seized power, effectively bring-
ing to an end whatever remained of 
the trust that had been based on the 
Panglong Agreement. The intensi-
fied efforts of the Burmanisation 
propaganda that followed made 
relationships even more strained 
and, combined with attempts to 
rewrite history, caused many Bamar 
people to be unaware of the full 
background for the conflicts.

On assuming power in 2011, U 
Thein Sein’s government found itself 
confronted with the same distrust 
that has plagued Myanmar through-
out its history. However, this distrust 
marks not only relations between 
the majority Bamar and other 
ethnic groups but also among the 
general population. A recent survey 
by the Asia Foundation revealed an 
astoundingly low level of social trust: 
77 percent of all respondents to the 
survey believed that generally most 
people cannot be trusted.

Though these low levels of trust 
have historical roots, they need to 
be openly acknowledged and ad-
dressed before Myanmar can move 
toward a lasting peace. Without se-
rious efforts to achieve some sort of 
reconciliation, it is questionable if 
peace can be secured. Concessions, 
or at least some concrete actions, 
are required that can establish the 
foundations of trust, and thereby 
move the peace process toward a 
genuine political settlement along 
the lines a federal system, tailored 
to the varying capacities of ethnic 
states and communities. 

In his 2013 report, Creating a 
Future: Using Natural Resources for 
New Federalism and Unity, David 
Dapice, a professor from Harvard 
University, pointed out the oppor-
tunities for a peaceful co-existence 
based on fair sharing of the natural 
resources revenue.

However, most of this revenue 
currently goes to private, well-con-
nected business interests. As control 
over Myanmar’s vast resources re-
mains a key element of the conflict, 
Dapice’s model may well serve as an 
inspiration for negotiators. 

President U Thein Sein has 
reached out to ethnic leaders from 

the first days of taking office and 
stated several times that federalism 
is on offer. It was further articu-
lated in a letter by Minister for the 
President’s Office U Soe Thane 
published by the New York Times 
on November 14, 2014, in which 
he stated, “We are committed to 
a federal union formed under the 
principles of democracy, equality 
and self-determination.” 

These are very positive tones. 
And with global political realities 
in 2015 as a backdrop, there is little 
reason for the Bamar majority to 
fear that a federal system will lead 
to a split of the country as could 
possibly have occurred in the past. 
While the constitution of 1947 gave 
Shan and Kayah states the right 
to secede from the Union after 10 
years, separatism is today out of 
fashion. All major ethnic groups 
have committed themselves to the 
non-disintegration of the union. 

In today’s environment, which 
nobody can deny is more peaceful 
than it has ever been during the 
last 60 years, there is now a chance 
for the Tatmadaw to test the will 
of the ethnic armed groups: by 
announcing a unilateral ceasefire. 
This would be a genuine show of 
confidence in the peace process 
and a confirmation of the military’s 
support to a democratic Myanmar. 
It could create a level of trust in the 
Tatmadaw and represent a signifi-
cant contribution to the political 
negotiations that are the final goal. 

Such a gesture could also pave 
the way for financial and techni-
cal assistance from international 
donors to remote border areas, 
which are important for achieving 
inclusive economic and social devel-
opment. Directing a disproportion-
ate slice of development assistance 
to the ethnic areas would not only 
reduce extreme poverty and ad-
dress appalling social conditions in 
isolated communities, it would also 
help level out the inequality felt by 
the minorities. As a result it would 
also contribute to removing the 
mistrust and subsequent political 
problems that have plagued Myan-
mar for centuries. 

Joern Kristensen is executive director 
of the Myanmar Institute for Integrated 
Development (www.mmiid.org), which 
specialises in Myanmar’s upland regions.
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level in two years, while a sudden 
jump in interest rates threatens to 
further weaken the already languish-
ing domestic property market.

As well, exports are struggling, 
tourism is flat and not only have the 
two massive new casinos seen their 
profits plummet, but they have con-
tributed to increased drug-use, crime, 
corruption and, yes, littering.

In response, PM Lee has proposed 
stern new anti-corruption measures.

Oh, you thought there was no 
corruption in Singapore? Well, think 
again, for several recent high-profile 
corruption cases involving senior of-
ficials have shattered that myth.

Transparency International now 
ranks Singapore seventh in its Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index, down two 
places in the past three years.

Naturally, resurgent oppositionists 
have tried to take advantage of the 
government’s woes and they have been 
helped by the stumblebum perfor-
mance of a man many tout as Lee’s 
likely successor, the Social and Family 
Development Minister Chan Chun 
Sing. His farcical escapade began 
when Chee Soon Juan, the secretary-
general of the opposition Singapore 
Democratic Party, wrote two articles 
for the Huffington Post, an online 
news portal in the United States.

In his first piece, Chee noted that 

in 2003 he had warned that the free 
trade agreement Singapore signed that 
year with the US would only help the 
business elite to exploit cheap labour.

He claimed that the evidence after 
more than 10 years has proved that he 
was right: Income inequality in both 
countries has become horrendously 
high and in Singapore is even worse 
than in the US.

The city-state, said Chee, has the 
highest proportion of millionaires in 
the world, yet nearly 5 percent of its 
workforce has a pitiful annual income 
of less than US$5000.

For good measure, he added that 
Singapore’s pension system is broken 
and that a generation of workers is in 
danger of having an insufficient retire-
ment income. He blamed all this on 
the lack of democratic rights in Singa-
pore – and he followed up that theme 
in his second article which focused on 
what he alleged is Singapore’s repres-
sive and highly controlled media.

It was over the top and would not 
have rated much attention had Chan, 
the PAP’s rising star, not decided to fire 
off an ill-considered rebuttal.

In his lengthy missive to the Huff-
ington Post, Minister Chan ignored the 
points made by Chee, but lambasted 
the website’s decision to publish them.

“You perhaps believe he is a 
weighty political figure in Singapore. 
He is nothing of the kind,” said Chan, 
adding that Chee is a “political failure” 
who has fought and lost three elec-
tions. He claimed Chee only writes for 
the overseas press because “foreign 
journalists don’t know him as well 
as Singaporeans and he believes he 
can beguile them into believing he is 
the Aung San Suu Kyi of Singapore 
politics”.

Wow. In fact, it was Chan’s rant 
that seemed to thrust a Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi-like aura over Chee, who is an 
intelligent man but a flawed politician.

Still, given Singapore’s deepening 
problems and the way its leaders treat 
him, it is not unlikely that Chee and 
many of his opposition colleagues will 
defeat their PAP rivals in next year’s 
general election.

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong speaks to reporters on February 3. Photo: AFP

Where are the ‘protection  
of religion’ laws leading us? 

AT the lobbying of the Committee 
for the Protection of Nationality 
and Religion, four draft “protection 
of religion” laws were submitted to 
parliament by the government, and 
are now being discussed by MPs.

It’s worth considering what the 
2008 constitution says about free-
dom of worship. Section 34 states, 
“Every citizen is equally entitled 
to freedom of conscience and the 
right to freely profess and practise 
religion subject to public order, 
morality or health and to the other 
provisions of this constitution.”

While section 361 states recog-
nises the “special position of Bud-
dhism as the faith professed by the 
great majority of the citizens of the 
union”, section 362 also recognises 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and 
Animism as religions being wor-
shipped in Myanmar at the time 
the constitution came into effect. 
Section 363, meanwhile, states that 
“the union may assist and protect 
the religions it recognises to its 
utmost”.

The most controversial of the 
four laws is that on interfaith mar-
riage. It has sparked controversy 
around the country and criticism 
from the international community. 
It was originally developed by the 
Committee for the Protection of 
Nationality and Religion, better 
known as Ma Ba Tha.

According to the constitution, 
Myanmar has four major religions 
and animism, not to mention many 
different ethnic groups. In this sit-
uation, a marriage law that affects 
people of all religions should first 
be discussed among the leaders of 

the four major religions.
Rather than do this, however, 

President U Thein Sein submitted 
it to Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker 
Thura U Shwe Mann. This was ir-
responsible.

After that, however, Thura U 
Shwe Mann should have conducted 
a series of discussions involving 
ethnic representatives or MPs 
of different faiths as a first step, 
before taking a decision from the 
majority of MPs as to what kind 
of law is needed, if any, and who 
should be assigned to draft the law. 
But he didn’t. Instead of following 
parliamentary procedures, he made 
a decision alone to assign the task 
of drafting the interfaith marriage 
law and three others to the  
government.

It makes one wonder whether 
the president and two speakers are 
taking advantage of the draft laws 
to gain support from Ma Ba Tha 
and other Buddhists for political 
gain. Whatever the reasoning, the 
four draft laws are now in parlia-
ment and some of them are already 
being discussed. 

During discussion on the Reli-
gious Conversion Law on January 
26, U Zone Hlal Htan, an Amyo-
tha Hluttaw representative from 
Chin State, strongly condemned 
the draft, likening it to religious 
extremism.

Similarly, J Yaw Wu, a rep-
resentative from Kachin State, 
opposed the bill, saying protection 
of religion in this manner was not 
the responsibility of a government.

U Aung Kyi Nyunt, a represent-
ative from the National League for 
Democracy, and U Phone Myint 
Aung, an opposition MP from 
Thingangyun, also pointed out 
unfair points and contradictions 
within the bill.

However, other Buddhist 
representatives – mostly from the 
Union Solidarity and Development 
Party and military representatives 
– expressed support for it.

According to the draft of the 
Religion Conversion Law, religious 
conversion can no longer take 
place with the approval of the 
respective religious leaders. People 
who want to convert to another 
faith need to apply for permission 
to a group called the “Scrutinis-
ing and Registering Team for 
Religious Conversion”. This team 
would feature 10 members, six of 
whom are from township religious 
affairs bodies, the township ad-
ministration office and immigra-
tion department. The other four 
will be community leaders of the 
four major religions selected by 
the township administrator.

This means that most of the 
group’s members are likely to be 
Buddhists. The next important 
point in the draft is that the scru-
tinising process can be performed 
by just five members. This creates 
an opportunity for Buddhist 
members to make decisions with-
out members of different faiths 
present.

We should pay careful attention 
to what MPs, particularly non-
Buddhists, have said in parlia-
ment. While the majority of MPs 
are Buddhists, it does not mean 
they should enact legislation by 
sheer weight of numbers over the 
objections of minorities. If they 
do, the resulting legislation will 
never benefit the nation and its 
citizens. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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It makes one 
wonder whether 
the president and 
two speakers are 
taking advantage 
of the draft laws to 
gain support from 
Buddhists.

MPs need to listen to the voices of ethnic and religious minorities on draft laws
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ONLY 3 percent of the city’s taxis 
have registered with Yangon’s vehi-
cle supervisory committee, nearly six 
months after it assumed registration 
responsibilities.

Drivers say they are reluctant to 
sign up with Ma Hta Tha as they are 
already forced to register with two 
other government agencies, duplicat-
ing time and expense.

Yangon City Development Com-
mittee had been one of the three gov-
ernment bodies registering taxis in 
Yangon, but it transferred its registra-
tion duties to the Yangon Supervisory 
Committee for Motor Vehicles in Sep-
tember 2014.

The supervisory committee, which 
is generally known by its Myanmar 
language abbreviation Ma Hta Tha, is 
not a direct branch of the government, 
but is closely associated with Yangon 
City Development Committee.

Ma Hta Tha chair U Hla Aung said 
there were 55,131 taxis registered in 
the city when YCDC transferred it 
authority to register vehicles last year 
– though he added the number may 
not be completely accurate. Another 
government agency, the Road Trans-
port Administration Department, has 
registered over 57,000 taxis.

More recently, the number of 

registrations collected by Ma Hta 
Tha has fallen short, with only 1742 
taxis current registered.

“After we became responsible for 
the task, 630 new taxis registered and 
1112 taxis extended their registrations,” 
said U Hla Aung.

U Hla Aung said that while taxi 
drivers are usually aware of the ne-
cessity of registering, they often avoid 
their responsibilities. Ma Hta Tha of-
ficials have distributed pamphlets to 
educate drivers.

“All taxis in Yangon must register 
as a city taxi. All taxi drivers and own-
ers should cooperate with us,” he said.

To register, drivers need a book 
proving car ownership, records of 
place of residency, drivers licence and 
copy of national identification card. 
The fee is K3000 to Ma Hta Tha, while 
additional costs preparing documents 
and painting the taxi logo on the vehi-
cle costs K11,500.

U Hla Aung said Ma Hta Tha is re-
viewing whether the cost is a burden 
to owners.

“After the review, we will present 
our findings to Yangon Regional gov-
ernment and will look to reduce the 
amount,” he said.

Some drivers have also complained 
about waiting times, which is current-
ly about two weeks. U Hla Aung said 
authorities are looking to reduce the 
time as much as possible.

The 1964 Motor Vehicle Law allows 
government authorities and traffic po-
lice to take action against unregistered 
city taxis.

“We don’t want to take action, so 

we urge drivers to be disciplined,” said 
U Hla Aung. “We want taxi drivers to 
be clean and systematic, to follow the 
road rules and to make it easy and 
convenient for local and international 
passengers.”

Taxi drivers often do not see the 
need to register, claiming there is too 
much red tape already for their indus-
try.

Drivers say they face registration 
from three different government bod-
ies, including YCDC, as well as the 
Road Transport Administration De-
partment and the Business Licence 
Office. It is the Business Licence Office 
that issues the red licence plates that 
are required for taxis.

“I don’t see a need to do city reg-
istration. The Road Transport Admin-
istration Department already collects 
our addresses and documentation, so 
going to one more agency makes us 
busier and costs more,” said taxi driver 
U Maung Maung.

“If we do everything three times, it 
costs us three times as much.”

City taxis have also transitioned to 
English language from Myanmar, aim-
ing to make it easier for tourists.

Ma Hta Tha could also see its re-
sponsibilities increase if new laws on 
traffic are passed. Laws are currently 
being drafted which could see signifi-
cant changes to taxi registration, said 
U Hla Aung.

“We know a law is being drafted. 
After that we will reform Ma Hta Tha 
and also reform taxis,” he said. “There 
will be designated taxi stands and 
fixed price meters in the cabs.”

Taxis left unregistered as 
drivers point to red tape

A Dolphin vessel carries out a seismic survey. Photo: Supplied

OPHIR Energy is to begin exploring 
its block for energy after signing one 
of the first offshore Production Shar-
ing Contracts (PSC) with Myanma 
Oil and Gas in December last year.

It is the first international compa-
ny to have won an offshore block in 
2013 to have begun actively explor-
ing its block.

The company will conduct 3D 
seismic surveys in block AD-3 off 
of Rakhine State from February 1 to 
May 10, according to a notice to mar-
iners from the Fishery Department 
dated January 27.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
officials confirmed the company is 
beginning exploration.

“They have begun exploration 
activities in AD-3 and received their 
permit,” said one official, who re-
quested anonymity. “Myanma Oil 
and Gas officials will also participate.

Ophir will carry out its explora-
tion across the 10,500 square kilo-
metre (4054 square miles) block us-
ing a Sanco Sword surveying vessel. 
Dolphin, the world’s largest offshore 
service company, won the 3D seismic 

survey contract for Ophir, according 
to an industry geologist.

Ophir Energy Asia director An-
drew Brown said Myanma Oil and 
Gas enterprise has approved the 
seismic contract, adding the firm is 
still awaiting formal approval of its 
environmental impact report from 
the Ministry of Environmental Con-
servation and Forestry and the My-
anmar Investment Commission.

“We anticipate [receiving] this 
approval very soon and to commence 
seismic acquisition and complete the 
survey prior to the next rainy sea-
son,” he said.

Ophir submitted three proposals 
for the 2013 licensing round, and 
won block AD-3. It is the first time 
Ophir is to enter Myanmar, though 
the firm has several investments in 
Africa.

At the signing of the production 
sharing contract in December, the 
firm’s chief operating officer Bill 
Higgs revealed an investment plan 
covering six years’ exploration at a 
cost of US$258.3 million.

“We will move forward quickly to 
reach the next step,” he said in De-
cember. “We will look to begin our 
first drilling in late 2017.”

Ophir to be the 
first offshore block 
winner to explore 
aung shin
koshumgtha@gmail.com
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Shipbuilders construct 
a small vessel. While 
there are a number 
of smaller-scale ship 
workshops, Myanma 
Shipyards plans to 
increasingly move into 
manufacturing larger 
vessels. For more see 
‘Myanma Shipyards 
partners with Vietnam 
company’ on Page 27
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DEMAND was slow out of the start-
ing gate for the first national debt 
auction under civilian government.

Less than half of the K50 billion 
(US$48 million) up for auction was 
ultimately bought, with most pur-
chased by state-owned banks.

“It marks a strong beginning,” 
said a Central Bank official. 

The auctions will be held every 
fortnight to assist with funding the 
government deficit and also reduce 
pressure on printing more kyat.

A total face value of K22 bil-
lion worth of government bonds 
with a 98-day maturity were  
sold.

Similar to short-term US Treas-
ury bills, the Myanmar bonds have 
no coupon payments, and were in-
stead sold at a discount to par value 
that equates to an 8 percent annual 
yield. State-owned Myanmar Eco-
nomic Bank purchased K20 billion, 
while privately-owned AYA Bank 
bought K2 billion.

Government bonds are a hard 
sell for the privately-owned com-
mercial banks.

U Soe Thein, executive director 
of Asia Green Development Bank, 
said there was little private banking 

confidence in entering a bid, as most 
do not have much cash surplus and 
already receive 13pc interest rates on 
loan.

While government securities are 
more liquid than loans, it will take 
some time for the private banks to 
become involved.

“I assumed there is not much 
potential in the beginning, because 
almost all demand is coming from 
state-owned banks,” he said. “Com-
mercial banks were not interested 
in this.”

U Soe Thein added that the high 
interest rate of 8pc may be difficult 
to sustain in the long term, point-
ing out that short-term US govern-
ment debt sells for 0.48pc. 

Continuing with high interest 
rates may be a financial drain, he 
said.

The government is dealing 
with a widening budgetary deficit 
in recent years, as expenditures 
continue to out-pace government  
income. 

One initiative to close this gap 
has been increased emphasis on tax 
collection efforts.

The government is also trying to 
finance its long-term budget defi-
cit through selling debt securities,  
though they are still working to 
control inflation.

“The government needs to strug-
gle and take time to implement a 
proper treasury [bill] market,” he 
said.

Other experts say that while the 
January 28 auction could have gone 
better, it is an important step.

Myanmar economics expert Sean 
Turnell said that while the incom-
plete bond sale was “not ideal”, it 
was a “good and necessary step for-
ward”.

He added shortfalls were not un-
common even in developed markets 
and that the 8pc yield was “not a 
bad rate to achieve for Myanmar 
government debt in the present en-
vironment”. 

“Now we just need [the] govern-
ment to get its fiscal policy right, 
and so reduce the pressure to sell 
such bonds to finance government 
spending,” he said.

Myanmar had previously issued 
government bonds in 1993 and 
2010. 

– Additional reporting by AFP

First government debt 
auction underwhelms

MYANMA Shipyards will link up with a 
Vietnamese shipbuilder to form a joint 
venture company, according to officials.

The agreement between the Minis-
try of Transport’s Myanma Shipyards 
and Dong A Shipbuilding Industry 
Joint Stock Company was inked on 
January 31, and will see US$175.4 mil-
lion invested in the firm.

Myanma Shipyards will invest $89.5 
million to take a 51 percent share in 
the project, with Dong A Shipbuilding 
holding the rest of the project.

The joint venture is aimed at at-
tracting more foreign orders for do-
mestically-produced vessels. 

Union Minister for Transport U 
Nyan Tun Aung said Myanma Ship-
yards has become recognised among 
Southeast Asian buyers, but would like 
to extend its production further afield.

“Myanma Shipyards is standing as 
a state-owned enterprise, and has been 
mainly repairing and building vessels 

for 45 years,” he said at the signing 
ceremony for the new Myanmar Ship-
yards Dong A Joint Venture Company 
Limited.

“Myanma Shipyards has also ac-
cepted order from foreign countries. It 
needs capital, technology and markets 
to enlarge the enterprise, which is why 
we invited foreign investment.”

Partnering with a Vietnamese firm 
will allow the joint venture to build 
larger vessels at an international stand-
ard, he added. The new company is to 
be capable of building vessels of up 
22,000 deadweight tonnes (dwt) and 
repair vessels of up to 30,000 dwt, as 
well as conduct other ship building-
related enterprises.

There will seven members of My-
anmar Shipyards Dong A board, with 
four from Myanmar and three from the 
Vietnamese half of the company.

“We believe that this enterprise will 
provide technical support to develop 
the country and the economy,” said 
U Nyan Tun Aung. “We see there are 
more achievements when we cooper-
ate, and exchange our experience and 
knowledge.”

Plans with the agreement call for 
a new dockyard capable of handling 
modern, larger vessels, as well as up-
grades to existing shipyards, human 
resources improvements, more support 
for finding international markets and 
greater access to capital.

Myanmar is to provide land, ship-
building facilities, machines, equip-
ment and materials, under the agree-
ment. – Translation by Emoon

Myanma Shipyards 
partners with 
Vietnam company
Shwegu Thitsar
khaingsabainyein@gmail.com

Aye Thidar 
Kyaw

ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

‘Myanma Shipyards 
... needs capital, 
technology and 
markets to enlage.’

U Nyan Tun Aung 
Minister of Transport

 BILLION KYAT 

22
Face value of the government debt 

sold on January 28, well below the K50 
billion that was put up to auction.
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WHILE Thai and Myanmar officials 
say they are moving forward with 
the first phase of Dawei Special 
Economic Zone, there is still no an-
nouncement about financing the am-
bitious project.

Dawei has been repeatedly delayed 

while organisers attempt to secure 
financing for the project, which has 
been slated to eventually rise as high 
as US$50 billion.

On January 30, Reuters news 
service said the Thai government 
had said Italian Thai Development 
and Rojana Industrial Park will 
sign a $1.7 billion deal in March 
to develop the first stage of the 
large project. However, the report 
also stated Thailand would pro-
vide soft loans of about $119 mil-
lion for road construction, leav-
ing open the question about the 

sourcing the rest of the funds. 
Dawei SEZ has been a joint project 
between Thailand and Myanmar. 

Located in southern Myanmar’s 
Tanintharyi Region, the SEZ is set 
to provide port facilities on the An-
daman Sea and land connections 
with Bangkok, which is about 250 
kilometres (155 miles) directly to 
the east. Among other benefits, it 
would allow goods to be shipped 
from overseas to the Dawei port, 
then overland to Bangkok, without 
the need to pass by ship around 
Singapore and through the crowded 
straits of Malacca.

The SEZ is also slated to include 
housing and industrial estates, a 
small port, power, water and mod-
ern transport links with Thailand, 
according to a statement from My-
anmar’s President’s Office.

Thai and Myanmar authorities 
have requested support from Japan, 
which is a major investor in both 
countries. Japan Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe in November proposed 
a three-way meeting, which took 

place on January 30 in Bangkok. 
Myanmar was represented by 

vice president U Nyan Tun and oth-
er officials at the meeting, accord-
ing to a statement from the Presi-
dent’s Office.

“Japan confirmed the impor-
tance of the Dawei project and said 
Japan would consider the way to 
cooperate to develop the port and 
road of Dawei. But how to finance 
the project is not yet solved,” said 
Masaki Takahara, managing direc-
tor of Japan External Trade Organi-
sation (JETRO) in Yangon.

It is also possible more agree-
ments on Dawei could be finalised 

during a visit by Thai officials in-
cluding the prime minister to Japan 
on February 8 and 9, he added.

Financing the sprawling project 
has consistently been a challenge 
for Dawei. It was initially to be de-
veloped by Italian-Thai Develop-
ment. Myanmar officials revealed in 
June 2013 that the firm would step 
aside from the developer role due 
to a lack of funds, but would bid for 
work on the project.

Officials involved with organ-
ising the project have so far not 
returned request for comment, 
though one official said that there 
is possible progress on the issue.

Financing still not certain for Dawei
Jeremy 

Mullins

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

Singapore

BangkokDawei

Yangon
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1	 The Dawei Special Economic 
Zone aims to simplify transit 
of goods to and from the Indian 
Ocean to Bangkok, among 
other benefits

2	 The current method of shipping 
to or from Bangkok from the 
west usually requires shipment 
through the crowded Straits of 
Malacca, past Singapore.

STATE-OWNED enterprises are a 
prominent area of Myanmar’s econ-
omy that ought to be reformed, ac-
cording to a World Trade Organiza-
tion official.

While there are a number of ar-
eas that need work, state-owned en-
terprises – also called state-owned 
economic enterprises (SEE) – often 
suffer losses, representing a drain 
on government resources, WTO 
trade policy analyst Usman Ali Kh-
ilji said on January 23.

The view was established out of 
analysis of the domestic economic 

environment after Myanmar re-
quested a trade policy review by 
WTO in 2013. The review docu-
ment was subsequently published 
in 2014.

Other identified barriers include 
a lack of a healthy financial system, 
poor technology, and lack of market 
access and skilled labour.

Government officials said that 
while they acknowledged the WTO’s 
view, it is up to the government to 
take action.

Directorate of Trade deputy di-
rector general U Minn Minn said 
the current government adminis-
tration is keen to avoid past mis-
takes when privatising state-owned 

firms. He added it has already 
changed begun changing the ways 
that state firms are funded.

“The government isn’t giving 
budgets directly to state firms any-
more. Instead, they are borrowing 
money or forming joint ventures,” 
he said. “We have already changed 
our policies and are moving on.”

Although Myanmar has priva-
tised many of its state-owned firms, 
there are still many government 
owned companies across a variety 
of business sectors. 

Some state firms have come un-
der fire before, such as last July 
when Amyotha Hluttaw member 
and chair of Zakyabar Construction 

U Khin Shwe said the government 
had spent millions of US dollars in 
a futile attempt to keep an environ-
mentally unfriendly pulp and paper 
mill open.

Data obtained from the Ministry 

of National Planning and Economic 
Development show about 170 enter-
prises have transitioned from state-
owned to private firms since 1995.

A number of other joint ventures 
and corporatisations process are 
currently being conducted by state-
owned companies.

The WTO’s Usman Ali Khilji also 
said he welcomed government poli-
cies such as providing telecoms li-
cences to foreign firms, allowing 
100-percent foreign ownership in 
hotel, efforts by the Central Bank 
of Myanmar to move the nation’s 
financial sector forward, as well as 
improvements in the country’s ser-
vices sector.

State-owned Economics Enterprises ripe for reform

‘We have already 
changed our policies 
and are moving on.’

U Minn Minn 
Directorate of Trade

kyaw phone kyaw
k.phonekyaw@gmail.com.mm

Commuters pass a 
signboard for Dawei city. 
Photo: Sann Oo

BILLION US$ 

1.7
Size of the deal to be signed by two Thai 

companies in March
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WHILE 2014 was a strong year for My-
anmar’s development, it is clear the 
country has a long way to go, accord-
ing to Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) president Akihiko 
Tanaka.

Mr Tanaka is due to speak at the 
third annual Myanmar Development 
Forum in Nay Pyi Taw beginning Feb-
ruary 7. The event has been taking 
place annually since 2013, bringing 
together government officials and de-
velopment partners, including donors 
and NGOs, to discuss future develop-
ment in the country.

JICA provided an advanced copy of 
Mr Tanaka’s speech to be given at the 
event. It said that “Myanmar’s historic 
reform is now forging ahead”, pointing 
to increasing Foreign Direct Invest-
ment and successfully holding the 
ASEAN chair as evidence of reform.

“It is also clear that Myanmar still 
has a long way to go. Myanmar’s re-
form process is in its early stages, but 
this is not where Myanmar should be,” 
it said.

There is large domestic potential, 
and manufacturing is starting to shift 
to the country from China and other 
ASEAN economies. 

“This leads us to ask the question: 
what is the most important develop-
ment issue for Myanmar?” it said. 

It is important that growth re-
mains inclusive, where all people 
enjoy its benefits. “In the economic 
sphere, achieving inclusion is difficult 
without economic growth. It is essen-
tial to promote the continued growth 
of competitive manufacturing sectors 
and innovative service industries, as 
well as increase in foreign direct in-
vestment. However, growth in and of 
itself is not enough.”

Mr Tanaka called on Myanmar to 
sustain its strong commitment to re-
form and to continue on the path to-
ward “Inclusive Development”.

– Jeremy Mullins

JICA head 
calls for 
inclusive 
future

THE low quality of domestic beans and 
pulses is holding back export potential 
in the market, according to experts.

Myanmar is routinely one of the 
world’s two or three largest beans and 
pulses exporters, competing with in-
dustry leader Canada, as well as coun-
tries like Australia and Tanzania.

While Myanmar exports can reach 
1.4 million tonnes worth US$1 billion, 
there is more space in the market 
for the country’s produce, according 
to Sunil Seth, chair of the Overseas 
Agro Traders Association of Myanmar 
(OATAM) as well as country head of 
TATA International.

About 80 percent of the industry’s 
current exports heads to India. Addi-
tional markets could be opened if there 
was domestic capacity to produce fin-
ished products, as it could then export 
to other markets, such as the Middle 
East. “Less than 10pc of the total vol-
ume of Myanmar’s pulses and beans in-
volved value-added products,” he said. 
“If Myanmar can produce more value-
added products, it will be able to make 
much more money from this market.”

Beans and pulses businesspeople 

say that while they would like to pro-
duce more finished products, it often 
involves more capital than they are 
able to acquire.

“Producing finished goods takes 
capital over a long time,” said U Min Ko 
Oo, secretary of the Myanmar Pulses, 
Beans and Sesame Seeds Merchants 
Association. “But most Myanmar busi-
nessmen in this industry do not have 
adequate capital for that. So most focus 
on exporting raw materials rather than 
finished goods, as trading raw goods 

means a faster time to recover capital 
than finished products.”

Mr Seth said that India may be 
increasing its demand for Myanmar 
beans and pulses in the years ahead.

“However, Myanmar needs to pro-
mote the quality of its products … It 
has a huge opportunity in the world 
market for pulses and beans,” he said.

Mr Sunil added that OATAM was 
formed with advice from the Ministry 
of Commerce, and aims to help foster 
the industry.

The members of the organisation 
are experienced companies from Singa-
pore and Myanmar. It aims to improve 
the quality and supply information to 
the local industry.

While it is working with Singapo-
rean inspection agencies to ensure 
quality standard, it is particularly 
important it cooperates with India’s 
Pulses and Grains Association for 
gaining market share. However, the 
domestic industry faces a range of 
challenges, such as a poor logistics 

system, inadequate capital, a strong 
variety of seeds and technology.

“One thing about promoting [the 
beans and pulses] industry is that the 
Myanmar government is focusing a 
lot of its effort on the rice market. It 
should also focus on beans and pulses,” 
he said.

Currently, beans and pulses exports 
are usually double the $500 million 
generated from the country’s rice ex-
ports, counting as the largest private-
sector export item from Myanmar.

Mr Seth also said the local industry 
is beset by middlemen running com-
modity speculation businesses.

“This can distort the market,” 
he said. “We need to streamline the 
process.”

Some previous speculations in My-
anmar have gone awry, often with in-
vestors caught without the means to 
pay for a position they had taken in the 
market.

Other experts agree there are plen-
ty of challenges facing the domestic 
industry.

U Min Ko Oo said he thinks quality 
seeds and modern agricultural technol-
ogy are crucial areas that need to be im-
proved for the industry’s future.

Traders are currently reliant on 
what farmers produce. The Myanmar 
Pulses, Beans and Sesame Seeds Mer-
chants Association is looking at ways to 
improve the quality of its finished prod-
ucts, which will open more markets.

Traction tough for beans and pulses
Zaw Htike

zawhtikemjn1981@gmail.com

Bean traders make a 
deal. Photo: Staff
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BUDDING entrepreneurs would do 
well to target the growing number of 
automobiles on the road when look-
ing for a profit-making opportunity.

While the number of petrol shops 
and stereo outfitters are on the rise, 
perhaps no automobile-related busi-
ness has the low barrier to entry of 
car-wash shops.

Setting up basically requires a 
water supply, some labour and a 
place to park the cars for cleaning. 
Small, informal shops and profes-
sional outfits that offer a wider range 
of services are popping up across 
Yangon – though not everyone is 
pleased, particularly by the unregu-
lated spread of the smaller shops.

Many people are simply opening 
shops on the road by their house, 
said Ko Wai Yan, 25, who also works 
as a taxi driver. While this is an 
easy route for entrepreneurs, it also 
means repurposing public space 
for private use, without any official 
green light.

“We’ve operated this business 
since 1998. We do it in front of my 
house using water from my well,” 
said the owner of one shop from 
South Okkalapa township. “I don’t 
think there’s any reason to have a 
licence to operate this business, be-
cause we’re doing it with our own 
skills and effort.”

Still, the owner said he cannot 
ignore Yangon City Development 
Committee, and often ends up 
paying them money. He added it 
is important he takes care about 
the immediate environment, as his 
neighbours can ask him to close 
the shop.

Up to 100 cars a day come for a 
cleaning – with taxi drivers making 
up the majority of their customers.

“Our business is good, and it’s the 

only job we need to survive,” he said.
That shops costs K500 a car, 

while at more expensive shops it can 
be K1500 or K2000 apiece.

Yet the expensive shops often 
deal with a number of costs the sim-
ple roadside shops don’t have.

The informal shops generally 
don’t pay rental costs, instead occu-
pying a piece of public land for their 
business. They also often do not have 
the costs of formally registering the 
business and paying the appropriate 
fees and taxes.

An official from of the official 
shops, La Kabar Service Station, said 
the shop in Tarmwe township has 
been moving away from cleaning.

“We cannot focus just on clean-
ing cars,” he said. “If we did, we can’t 
get more than 50 cars a day.”

The shop, which performs other 
maintenance on vehicles, would like 
to receive more customers for its 
cleaning services, but simply cannot 
compete.

Still, the La Kabar Service offi-
cial said was reluctant to push for 
stricter control of cleaning stations, 
as they are local businesses run by 
families.

“I have no comment for shops 
without licences. They only do 
cleaning, and we don’t focus on this 
work,” he said. 

A car gets a hose-down from one of dozens of shops that have sprung up in Yangon. Photo: Staff

Companies clean up 
from the car craze

Banks scramble to 
meet rising capital 
requirements

DOMESTIC banks will be required to 
increase their paid-up capital to meet 
the requirements laid out in the new 
Financial Institutions Law.

The move is expected to affect newer 
and smaller banks the most, as each in-
stitution must have minimum paid-up 
capital of K20 billion (US$19.5 million) 
under the new draft Financial Institu-
tions Law. Under the old law enacted 
in 1990, the minimum was up to the 
Central Bank to set, though in practice 
the amounts were usually significantly 
lower than the new minimums.

Businesspeople have been keen to 
open banks specialising in narrow sec-
tors. Banks specifically targeting gems, 
tourists and farmers are trying to re-
ceive licences. Shwe Rural and Urban 
Development bank, which received its 
licence in mid-2014, had been approved 
with K10 billion in capital, meaning it 
will need to add another K10 billion un-
der the draft law.

Some new banks are searching for 
shareholders through newspaper mes-
sages or marketing in their relevant sec-
tors, said banking consultant U George 
Soe Win.

“The new policy will be a burden for 
small-sized bankers,” he said.

Small and new bankers say they are 
working toward meeting the require-
ments for paid-in capital.

U Yone Mu, chair of the Myanmar 
Gems and Jewellery Entrepreneurs 
Association, said after discussion with 
banking experts, it has been decided 
that gem traders wishing to buy shares 
in Gems Association bank must con-
tribute a minimum of K400 million a 
share. The association is also preparing 
its licence application.

“We will get shareholders and part-
ners, the amount isn’t too high, and 
hopefully everything will go okay,” he 
said. 

Banks have to prove their paid-up 
capital meets the requirements of the 
Central Bank before receiving a licence. 

The Financial Investigation Unit 
under the Ministry of Home Affairs in-
spects sources of shareholders’ money 
as an additional step before granting 
licences. This step gained prominence 
after Asia Green Development Bank at-
tempted to transfer a large portion of 
its shares to a new shareholder in mid-

2014, after which the Central Bank be-
gan pushing for the Financial Investiga-
tion Unit to check the source of money, 
according to U George Soe Win.

“This policy obviously intends to 
strengthen finance, but it is important 
to carefully check for money-laundering 
problems,” he said.

There are 23 commercial banks with 
licences from the Central Bank, though 
the latest, Shwe Rural and Urban Devel-
opment Bank, has yet to begin running 
after receiving a licence last year.

Some experts have voiced concern 
there may be too many banks operating 
in the country. There are also another 
four state-owned banks operating in the 
country.

Small banks do not have much com-
petitive power and can have challenges 
gain public trust, as they cannot pro-
vide as many services as larger banks, 
said Kanbawza Bank vice president U 
Than Lwin. 

“Raising the capital requirement is a 
good sign,” he said. “Capital is necessary 
to overcome obstacles faced by banks.”

U Than Lwin’s Kanbawza Bank is the 
country’s largest private, commercial 
bank, and rivals the large state banks. 
He said smaller banks can merge with 
each other or change to public compa-
nies to become larger.

Global Treasure Bank director U 
Kyaw Lwin said the bank is trying to ex-
tend its services as well as reach a larger 
capital size. “To achieve bigger capital, 
we are contributing our profits and sell-
ing shares as well,” he said.

Of the at least 26 banks, experts say 
the 10 largest have about 90pc of the in-
dustry’s total assets. A Central Bank of 
Myanmar official said about 30pc of pri-
vate banks will need to add more capital 
to meet the rules in the draft law. Some 
banks have a large hill to climb, starting 
with less than one-10th of the K20 billion 
requirement.

“These small banks may not like the 
new law, but both private and state-
owned banks have to try out their own 
strategies,” he said.

Foreign banks granted licences will 
have a separate requirement of US$75 
million, more than double the require-
ment for domestic banks. State-owned 
banks also have to raise their capital.

An official at Myanma Economic 
Bank said it is gradually raising its 
paid-up capital with a long-term goal of 
eventually reaching K500 billion.

‘I don’t think 
there’s any reason 
to have a licence 
to operate this 
business.’

South Okkalapa car cleaner

aye thidar kyaw
ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

Myat  
Noe Oo

myatnoe.mcm@gmail.com

SMALL BUSINESS

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY, a company organized 
under the laws of United States of America and having 
its principal office at 343 State Street, Rochester New 
York 14620, U.S.A is the owner and sole proprietor of 
the following Trademarks : -

KODAK
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3653/93

KODACOLOR
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3654/93

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3659/93                                        
Used in respect of :-“All goods in Int. Classes 1, 2, 9, 
16, 22, 23”. “All services in Int. Classes 35, 36, 40, 42”.

EKTACOLOR
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3658/93

Used in respect of :-“All goods in Int. Class 1”.

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3660/93

EKTACHROME
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3657/93

Used in respect of :-“All goods in Int. Classes 1, 16”.

EASTMAN
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3655/93

KODACHROME
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3656/93

Used in respect of :-“All goods in Int. Classes 1, 9, 16”. 
“All services in Int. Class 40”.

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/3665/93
Used in respect of :-“All goods in Int. Classes 1, 9, 16”. 
“All services in Int. Class 42”.

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or 
fraudulent intentions of the above marks will be dealt 
with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Domnern Somgiat & Boonma, 
         Attorneys at Law, Thailand)
Dated.
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A CONSORTIUM led by Royal Dutch 
Shell has signed production sharing 
agreements for three blocks with state-
run Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, 
with future plans for a significant in-
vestment in exploration activities.

Shell and Japanese firm Mitsui Oil 
Exploration signed the agreement on 
February 5 in Nay Pyi Taw, which sets 
out the terms for exploration and pro-
duction for blocks AD-9 and AD-11 in 
the Rakhine basin and MD-5 in Tanin-
tharyi basin.

Shell is one of the first offshore 
firms to sign a production sharing con-
tract, following a tender held in 2013 
for several offshore blocks. The first 
offshore production sharing contracts 
were signed in December last year.

Energy Minister U Zay Yar Aung 
said energy resources are essential for 
Myanmar’s economic development.

“To discover more and more hydro-
carbon reserves is the long-term goal of 
the ministry of energy,” he said during 
a speech at the signing.

Signing the agreement marks Shell’s 
return to Myanmar, after it was one 
of the big winners in the 2013 round, 

snagging three blocks.
“We are pleased to be able to sign 

PSCs to operate three deep-water 
blocks with the Myanmar government 
and our partner [Mitsui],” said Graeme 
Smith, vice president exploration Asia 
and Australia at Royal Dutch Shell.

The three blocks cover about 21,000 
square kilometres (8108 square miles), 
located 300 kilometres offshore in 
depths between 1800 and 2700 metres 
(5905 and 8858 feet).

“The blocks offer an exciting fron-
tier exploration opportunity to apply 
advanced deep-water technical capa-
bilities we have built up around the 
world over the past three decades,” said 
Mr Smith.

A Ministry of Energy official re-
questing anonymity said Shell and 
its partner were planning to invest 
US$1.215 billion over 8 years in the pro-
ject. Shell did not confirm this figure.

The agreement also marks the first 

time in recent years that Myanmar has 
allowed international companies to 
conduct offshore oil and gas explora-
tion in deepwater areas.

A total of 18 international compa-
nies were awarded 10 shallow-water 
and 10 deepwater blocks in the 2013 
bidding. So far, production sharing 
agreements for 4 other of the blocks 
have been signed, leaving 13 to go.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
managing director U Myo Myint Oo 
said blocks AD-9 and AD-11 are very 
close to Daweoo International’s blocks 
A-1 and A-3, while the geological set-
tings are similar to Shwe gas field.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
will receive a $300,000 data fee for the 
three blocks. This is much lower than 
with other agreements, but comes as 
the enterprise has supported less re-
search in the three blocks than in some 
others. It also stands to receive a signa-
ture bonus.

Shell is hold 90pc of the three blocks 
with the remainder held by Mitsui. 
Shell has experience with other deep-
water blocks around the world. Its pro-
ject in the Gulf of Mexico is the deep-
est offshore production facility in the 
world, at about 2900 metres. In Asia is 
currently has investments in Malaysia, 
Brunei and Philippines.

The firm had previously operated in 
Myanmar, but left the country during 
the period of tightening Western sanc-
tions in the 1990s.

Shell plans exploration 
after offshore contract

Nay Pyi Taw

aung
shin

koshumgtha@gmail.com

‘The blocks offer 
an exciting frontier 
exploration 
opportunity.’

Graeme Smith 
Royal Dutch Shell

Shell’s Graeme Smith 
(left) meets Minister for 
Energy U Zay Yar Aung. 
Photo: Supplied/ Shell

Source: Shell
Modified for print for 
The Myanmar Times
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YANGON’S newest public relations 
firm occupies a modest office in 
a quiet ward. It’s perhaps 20 by 
50 feet, with sparse furnishings 
and only two desks. Including the 
country manager, there are only 
three people in the room.

But the Singapore-based com-
pany is focused on Southeast Asia, 
and it has big growth hopes for its 
little Myanmar office.

Rice is hoping to get the jump 
on competitors by opening locally, 
though it’s far from the first PR 
company in town. It launched in 
Yangon about one month ago, as 
changing PR needs in the market 
mean new firms are entering and 
old firms are re-tooling for the new 
landscape.

Rice Communications partner 
James Eng Jin Brasher said the 
PR market will continue to grow 
steadily – though won’t boom 
overnight. 

“It will take time, but the PR 
market and the appetite for PR 
services will continue to increase,” 
he said.

Multinationals are continuing 
to open their doors in Myanmar. 

They generally want to communi-
cate their messages to the general 
public, but, like in many other fac-
ets of their business, face human 
resource constraints. PR firms aim 
to manage information flows from 
different organisations to the pub-
lic through a variety of channels, 
and plays an important part in 
businesses around the world.  

“Because of the economic 
growth in the past few years, I am 
confident the PR market in Myan-
mar will grow,” said Mr Brasher.

He added he expects to see lots 
of growth in oil and gas, tourism, 
mining and communications.

Although large PR firms are 
expanding their presence to My-
anmar, a range of local businesses 
have also been opening up. Many 
are in the hands of young peo-
ple, who hope their local market 
knowledge can win out over for-
eign competition.

Blink is one of a number of My-
anmar-based firms, also including 
companies like Mangosteen and 
Zagar, which are working in the 
country. Blink launched in April 
2014, and must be able to adapt 

to compete with larger firms, said 
its co-founder and CEO Stephen 
Kyaw.

“We can’t pay the high salaries 
of international firms,” he said. 

The lack experienced employees 
is perhaps the biggest challenge for 
local firms like Blink. Many larger 
potential clients want a full suite 
of capabilities when choosing a PR 
firm. This is difficult to achieve if 
staffing levels are too low.

Local businesses are also not 
often aware of the requirement to 
have PR representation. PR firms 
are trying to explain the impor-
tance of these services, using ex-
amples such as a propensity for 
seemingly small incidents to blow 
up on social media. Insiders point 
to one recent case at a prominent 
local store chain, where a customer 
was insulted by a security guard. 
A video of the incident ended up 
being widely shared and derided 
online, damaging its brand percep-
tion among the public.

Other local businesses confuse 
PR and marketing. Some local 
firms are content holding events 
and advertising their products, but 
those functions are not necessarily 
filling PR’s requirements, said Mr 
Kyaw.

“The PR market in Myanmar is 
still at an immature stage,” he said. 
“Some people are still mistaking 
PR services with marketing and 
advertising.”

PR firms talk future as 
industry changes fast

SRI Lanka’s new government gave 
the green light for China’s US$1.4 
billion port-related project in the 
capital despite warning while in op-
position that it would scrap the con-
troversial venture.

Government spokesman Rajitha 
Senaratne said the cabinet had ap-
proved the Colombo Port City project, 
under construction alongside an exist-
ing giant Chinese-built container ter-
minal, in what is the island nation’s 
largest single foreign investment.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickrem-
esinghe vowed during last month’s 
election to halt the project, branding 
it “haphazard” and damaging to the 
island’s west coast where legions of 
tourist hotels are located.

“We have now found that the port 
city project had done an environ-
ment impact assessment and that 
says there is no harm [to the envi-
ronment],” said Mr Senaratne who is 
also the health minister.

The government’s U-turn on the 
project came after Beijing sent a spe-
cial envoy, Liu Jianchao, on February 
5 on a two-day visit for talks with Sri 
Lankan leaders.

The two sides will discuss Chi-
nese-funded projects, official sources 
said.

They added that Foreign Min-
ister Mangala Samaraweera would 
visit Beijing later this month and new 
President Maithripala Sirisena would 
make a state visit to China in March.

Launched under the previous 

government during Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s visit to Sri Lanka 
in September, the project aims to 
give Beijing a firmer foothold in the 
Indian Ocean region.

It had also been a symbol of pre-
vious leader Mahinda Rajapakse’s 
heavy reliance on Chinese funding 
for infrastructure work in the island 
nation.

Beijing has been accused of seek-
ing to develop facilities around the 
Indian Ocean in a “string of pearls” 
strategy to counter the rise of its 
Asian rival India and secure its own 
economic interests.

Officials said Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi will visit Sri Lan-
ka before President Sirisena travels 
to China.

Mr Sirisena is also due to travel to 
India from February 15 to 18 marking 
his first foreign visit since coming to 
power at the January 8 elections.

China’s huge investments in Sri 
Lanka and other South Asian na-
tions in India’s neighbourhood have 
caused unease in New Delhi.

Indian diplomats have privately 
raised concerns about the port city 
venture, as it gives China ownership 
of one third of the total 233 hectares 
(583 acres) of reclaimed land.

Sri Lanka is a midway point on 
one of the world’s busiest interna-
tional shipping lanes that Beijing 
wants to secure as a maritime silk 
road for the 21st century.

 – AFP

Surprise approval for 
China’s Sri Lanka port

pmkokoaung@gmail.com mrattkthu@gmail.com
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Signs of a turn-around appear at 
Japan’s struggling Sony
Sony shares surged on February 5 to 
their highest close in nearly five years 
as an improved earnings outlook of-
fered a glimmer of hope for the strug-
gling electronics firm.

The Tokyo-listed stock, which 
was up 18 percent earlier in the day, 
finished at 3101.5 yen (US$26) in heavy 
trading, 12pc above the previous day 
and at its highest level since April 2010.

After Japanese markets closed on 
February 3, Sony said it now expects to 
lose 170 billion yen (US$1.4 billion) in 
its fiscal year to March, a hefty shortfall 
but much narrower than the 230 billion 
yen previously forecast.

It also projected an operating profit 
of 20 billion yen, turning around an 
October estimate that it would lose 40 
billion yen. 

Fuel costs drive down Indonesian 
inflation rates, data shows
Indonesia’s inflation rate slowed in 
January, official data showed on Febru-
ary 2, after the cost of fuel in Southeast 
Asia’s biggest economy fell on the back 
of lower oil prices.

Inflation rose 6.96 percent year-
on-year, slowing from an 8.36pc rise in 
December, according to data from the 
national statistics agency. 

The rate had accelerated in recent 
months after the new government 
reduced huge subsidies on petrol and 
diesel, pushing up the cost of transpor-
tation and delivering goods. 

But after the price of oil fell dramat-
ically, the government decided to scrap 
the subsidy regime for petrol entirely, 
and put a fixed subsidy on diesel. 

Two’s a crowd for Greek and 
German finance ministers
Greek minister faced criticism and a 
stern reminder of his commitments to 
his EU partners on February 5 as he 
met his tough-talking German coun-
terpart for the first time to ask for debt 
forgiveness. 

Wolfgang Schaeuble voiced “scepti-
cism” over proposals by Greece’s new 
anti-austerity government as he and 
Yanis Varoufakis failed to find common 
ground at a bruising meeting in Berlin 
to discuss the country’s massive debts.

“We had long and intensive discus-
sions, but we were not in complete 
agreement,” Mr Schaeuble told a 
highly anticipated news conference in 
Berlin, seated next to Mr Varoufakis 
after their first face-to-face meeting.

“We agreed to disagree,” he added, 
while Mr Varoufakis retorted, “We 
didn’t reach an agreement. It was 
never on the cards that we would. We 
even didn’t agree to disagree from 
where I’m standing.” – AFP

Apple bond sales fuels US interest 
rate speculation
Apple’s mega bond sale is fueling 
speculation US interest rates are 
poised to increase.

The iPhone maker issued US$6.5 
billion of debt on February 2, locking 
in borrowing costs for as long as three 
decades. The sale follows a plunge in 
benchmark Treasury yields, with US 
30-year yields falling to a record last 
week. They may not stay this low if 
forecasts for the Federal Reserve to 
raise rates are correct. 

An Apple bond sale in 2013 coin-
cided with the record low in company 
borrowing costs.

– Bloomberg

WHEAT farmers in Australia, the 
world’s fourth-biggest shipper, will 
face an increasing challenge keeping 
up with their neighbours’ appetite 
for bread and noodles.

Demand from Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines and three other Southeast 
Asian nations is set to jump 40 per-
cent to 13.2 million metric tonnes by 
2020, said Greg Harvey, chief execu-
tive officer of Interflour Group. That 
may outpace the ability of Australia 
to supply the variety used in soft 
bread and noodles, he said in an in-
terview in Singapore.

Faster growth and an expanding 
population are boosting consump-
tion of everything from wheat and 
sugar to cooking oils in the region, 
which has more people than the Eu-
ropean Union. Indonesia will become 
the world’s second-largest wheat im-
porter this year and has overtaken 
India as the top user of palm oil, the 
US government estimates. The Unit-
ed States, Canada and Russia could 
fill any shortages in Australian sup-
ply, he said.

“It’s a bullish story for Austral-
ian wheat,” said Mr Harvey, whose 
company is a venture between Salim 
Group in Indonesia and CBH Group, 
Australia’s biggest grains shipper. 
“There will be more demand in 2020 
than the ability to supply, at least on 

paper. That’s a good problem to have.”
Wheat in Chicago entered a bear 

market last month as world stock-
piles of grains excluding rice head 
for the highest since the mid-1980s, 
the International Grains Council es-
timates. Prices fell 13pc this year to 
US$5.11 a bushel on February 5.

The states of Western Australia 
and South Australia, top producers 
of the low-protein white wheat used 
in noodles and soft bread, are the 
country’s main suppliers to South-
east Asia, Mr Harvey said. His projec-
tions assume that farmers will have 
difficulty increasing exports from the 
11.1 million-tonne annual average in 

the five years to 2014.
Dry weather and limits on the 

amount of land suitable for cultiva-
tion are already curbing supplies. 
Total wheat shipments from Aus-
tralia may drop 7.2pc to 16.99 million 
tonnes in the 12 months to June 30, 
the lowest in five years, after the hot-
test spring on record, according to the 
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics and Sciences.

While wheat imports by Southeast 
Asian countries from all origins will 
reach 17.75 million tonnes in 2014-
2015, or 8.6pc more than the average 
in the past five years, exports from 
Australia are estimated to be 8.2pc be-

low the five-year average, US Depart-
ment of Agriculture data show.

“We have a productivity growth 
rate at about 1pc a year and I hope 
this will continue,” said Simon Mc-
Nair, chief executive officer at Aus-
tralian Grain Growers Co-Operative. 
“There’s a finite amount of farm-
lands. There’s competition from oth-
er agricultural products like cattle, 
and other crops,” he said by phone 
from Adelaide.

Southeast Asian nations are still 
expanding. The International Mon-
etary Fund forecast last month that 
growth in the five-biggest economies 
will accelerate to 5.2pc in 2015 and 
5.3pc in 2016 from 4.5pc last year.

Demand for wheat flour will in-
crease at the fastest pace in Indo-
nesia, Vietnam and the Philippines, 
with the average exceeding 7pc a year 
in the decade through 2020, Harvey 
said January 28. Consumption per 
person in the region will climb to 29 
kilograms in 2020 from 20 kilograms 
last year, he said.

Interflour will complete a mill 
at Subic Bay in the Philippines by 
mid-2016, the seventh in the region, 
boosting combined annual capacity 
by 175,000 tonnes from 1.5 million 
tonnes now, he said. Interflour also 
owns a mill in Turkey.  

– Bloomberg

Asia noodle-lovers key for Oz
Singapore

Aussie wheat is whetting Southeast Asian appetites. Photo: AFP
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MYANMAR is not just at one cross-
road, it is at several. The country is 
endowed with Asia’s most outstand-
ing location and its economy is the 
most strategically positioned to ben-
efit from the dual economic ascension 
of China and India. To achieve this 
potential, however, it must quickly 
embrace a global system of capitalism 
that has evolved around it during 50 
years of economic isolation.

Since opening our representa-
tive office in March 2013, I have 
witnessed signs of major transfor-
mation such as significant improve-
ments in internet access, mobile 
phone coverage, numerous new con-
struction sites of residences and of-
fices and increasing number of cars 
on the roads in Yangon.

From a development perspective, 
Myanmar is on the cusp of an in-
dustrialisation process that should 
see it rapidly build out its domes-
tic manufacturing capacity and be-
come a magnet for foreign direct 
investment.

From a markets and investment 
perspective, Myanmar is an exciting 
new frontier economy. It is well-docu-
mented that the promise and potential 
the country holds is almost unprece-
dented given its strategic location, rich 

hydrocarbons, arable land and water 
resources, large working age popula-
tion, minerals and metals resources. 
Myanmar has roughly five decades of 
economic catch-up ahead that we ex-
pect to broadly play out over the next 
five to ten years.

The immediate period ahead, 
following five decades of economic 
isolation, is not however without 
significant risks. The isolation has 
resulted in poorly capitalised finan-
cial institutions, untested regulatory 
structures that may have too heavy 
or too light a hand and a workforce 
with a skill-set entirely unsuitable to 
the production platforms the rest of 
the region is now attracting. 

The government has taken tre-
mendous strides during the last 
three years, including some dramatic 
reforms such as the unification of ex-
change rates, foreign investment law, 
Special Economic Zone law and eas-
ing of foreign exchange restrictions.

The recent award of banking li-
cences was an extremely constructive 
and transparent process. The Central 
Bank of Myanmar’s approach was to 
keep the playing field level and it act-
ed in the best interests of creating a 
vibrant banking sector in Myanmar. 
The tender process involved an ef-
fective question and answer session, 
where the Central Bank made clear 
what their direction was – and most 
of our questions were answered in a 
very efficient manner.

The foreign banks entry into 
Myanmar will quickly improve the 
country’s access to external finance 
and ultimately contribute to the 
growth of the domestic financial sec-
tor. It will also lead to expansion of 
trade and investment in the country.

The Thilawa Special Economic 
Zone has been a significant success 
and major international firms will 
establish manufacturing projects 
there next year. This should provide 
a broader template for the industri-
alisation and more efficient utilisa-
tion of Myanmar’s large, youthful 
labour force. 

There is significant effort ongo-
ing amongst western legal firms to 
overhaul some key laws, such as the 
Companies Act, that will further im-
prove the investment environment.

Government officials in Nay Pyi 
Taw have been working hard to 
maintain the momentum of eco-
nomic reforms and are focused on 
continuing the reform agenda: They 
are investor-friendly and want the 
business climate to be conducive to 

growth. In general, the local busi-
ness community has a preference to 
align with western investors. 

Indeed, in the coming years Myan-
mar is going to give every indication 
that its economy is fundamentally 
overheating. Growth is currently ac-
celerating in Myanmar and we expect 
the economy to experience sustain-
able growth of between 8 and 9 per-
cent over the next five years; growth 
in some periods could be as high as 
10pc. The current account will widen 
as capital goods and technology are 
imported, and monetary growth will 
be extremely fast as transactions are 
increasingly monetised for the first 
time. 

By its very nature, the ambitious 
reform program that is aimed at 
opening up the economy is going to 
lead to large capital inflows and el-
evated metrics on many of the meas-
ures that economists typically use to 
assess overheating. Still, the medium-
term potential growth rate of Myan-
mar is probably in excess of 7.5pc for 
the foreseeable future.

To sustain economic transforma-
tion, it is important that workers up-
skill and production moves up the 
value-added chain. Again, the public 
sector has a key role to play here in 
providing the vocational training 
and education infrastructure to up-
skill the workforce. The private sec-
tor also plays a complementary role, 
via technology and skills transfer, 
aligned with higher value-added for-
eign direct investment. As regards 
the financial services sector, ANZ is 

committed to work alongside other 
foreign banks that have been grant-
ed preliminary licences on the crea-
tion of a banking institute to develop 
the pool of talent in the country. A 
key theme of our banking licence 
application to the Central Bank was 
our capacity building programs that 
included launching of our flagship 
financial literacy program in three 
cities viz Yangon, Nay Pyi Taw and 
Mandalay, where more than 700 peo-
ple participated.

If Myanmar is able to set up 
transparent institutions and an FDI-
friendly environment, then inward 
FDI should enable the skills and 
technology transfer needed to rap-
idly transform Myanmar’s economy 
from agriculture and resources to 
manufacturing. The pace at which 
that transformation occurs could be 
the fastest industrialisation episode 
Asia has ever witnessed.

Rajesh Ahuja is the chief representative 
of ANZ Myanmar. ANZ was announced 
among a group of nine foreign banks to 
be granted preliminary approval for a 
banking licence by the Central Bank of 
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
in October 2014. The bank established 
a representative office in March 2013 
and will open a branch this September, 
providing corporate banking services 
to foreign companies, joint ventures 
and local financial institutions. It has 
just published an economic study 
“Myanmar – Asia’s Uncut Gem: The 
remarkable transformation underway in 
Asia’s last frontier”.

ANZ takes stock of ‘Asia’s uncut gem’
Opinion

The immediate 
period ahead, 
following five 
decades of economic 
isolation, is not 
however without 
significant risks.
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Job Watch

Vacancy Announcement – 100/UNDP HR/2013
Title:	 UN Clinic Physician (Manager)   Grade:  NO-C
Duty Station: 	 Yangon

Responsible UN Clinic Physician, Manager will provide clinical services including 
medical consultations and emergency care, and supervise the work of the  lab 
technician. The incumbent will promote proactive occupational health policies 
and best practices and procedures in the medical services in conjunction with 
Administration. This will include outreach to staff and dependents in the areas of 
preventative health. The Clinic doctor is expected to take part in the HIV work in the 
UN work place as outlined in UN Cares and UN Plus. S/he is part of the emergency 
response team and will as such work closely with DSS in implementing case-vac and 
mass casualty response. Qualifications and experience: Advanced University Degree 
in Medicine, from an accredited University and currently licensed to practice within 
home country or other national jurisdiction. Valid certification in Advanced Trauma 
Life support, Advanced cardiac Life support OR Pre hospital trauma life support 
is required. Certification in HIV care OR VCCT is desirable. At least five (5) years 
progressive experience and practice in general medicine in developing countries or 
countries in conflict, of which at least one year should be in Trauma and Emergency 
care and two years in Internal Medicine. Experience in Tropical Medicine. Surgical, 
ICU, aeromedical or anesthetic experience is an advantage. Previous UN medical 
system/international medical experience is desirable. Experience in the usage of 
computers and office software packages (MS Word, Excel, etc.) is expected. Fluency 
in English. Myanmar language is required. 

Dead line: 12 February 2015 To apply online; https://jobs.undp.org/cj_view_job.
cfm?cur_job_id=53420

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), a Japanese 
governmental organisation responsible for implementing Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) such as Technical Cooperation, ODA 

Loans and Grant Aid in developing countries, Myanmar Office is seeking qualified 
Myanmar nationals for a Programme Assistant post for its expanded works in 
Myanmar.

1) Programme Assistant: Job Description- The Programme Assistant will work closely 
with Programme Officers and be responsible for:-
-	 Assisting in planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of development 

Projects and Programs
-	 Organising seminars and workshops
-	 Undertaking public relations activities
-	 Assisting in data collection, compilation, data analysis and writing reports
-	 Handling operation and logistic matters

Eligible candidate for Programme Assistant should possess following qualifications:
-	 University Graduate
-	 Fluent in English (Reading, Writing, Speaking)
-	 Age between 35~45 years (Preferable)  
-	 Good relationship with Myanmar governmental offices
-	 Ability to work in a team and maintain harmonious relationship with other staff
-	 More than or 12 years of working experience in the organisation/s
-	 Good computer skills and knowledge of Word, Excel & Power Point

Duration of assignment: From March 2015 (negotiable), yearly renewal upon 
satisfactory performance.

How to apply: Qualified and interested persons are requested to send the applications 
with updated C.V, educational credentials and references to JICA Myanmar Office, 
Room 701, 7th Floor, Sakura Tower, No. 339, Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, not later than 5:00 p.m., 27 February, 2015.

Note: Only short listed candidates will be contacted for subsequent interviews.

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
379-383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada T/S, Yangon

Email applications to: mcmhrd@myanmartimes.com.mm

Challenging Media Sales Position
	 MCM is looking for an excellent candidate to oversee our 
National Sales Force. Successful candidates will have strong 
commercial management experience, the vision to develop 
our business, and a track-record of B2B Sales Management. 
Experience in the media sector will be a bonus.
	 The National Sales Director will oversee our Sales 
Department’s activities day-to-day, coaching the team towards 
strong sales performance while overseeing the placement of 
advertisements into our products, and reporting directly to 
top management. 
	 Success in this challenging position will require going 
beyond week-to-week management and test your ability to 
chase new business, develop new business opportunities, 
and inform the company’s growth as a whole. Your success 
in this position will pave the way towards a rewarding career 
in Media. Are you ready to take your management career to 
the next level? Remuneration will be commensurate with 
candidate’s experience.

Apply today:
Email our HR team at MCMHRD@mmtimes.com.mm for a 
full job description and details on the application process.

 Business Development    

   manager

 Marketing manager

 Sales and distribution manager

 Brand manager

 Logistic officer

 Medical doctor

 Project manager

 Sales engineer

 Site engineer

 Chief Accountant

 Accountant

 HR Manager

 HR Executive

 Legal executive

 Secretary

 Passenger service agent 

  (airline)

 Receptionist

 Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road, 
Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com

www.esearchmyanmar.com   www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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YANGON is growing taller by the day, 
but with all the construction there 
is also growing concern some of the 
city’s landmarks could be crowded 
out of the skyline.

City residents have taken to social 
media to call for protection of the 
city’s best views, particularly of its fa-
mous pagodas.

Government officials involved in 
urban planning are keenly aware of 
the requirement to protect the sky-
line, adding there are mechanisms in 
place to check buildings above 12 sto-
reys for a number of factors, including 
whether they crowd out the view.

YCDC Department of Engineer-
ing (Building) head U Than Htay 
said the department is working to 
preserve views of Shwedagon, the 
city’s landmark, but added that so far 
no nearby developer has submitted 

plans for a nearby skyscraper.
“We will review all [tall] buildings 

that are very close to Shwedagon pa-
goda,” he said. 

If buildings are over 12 storeys, 
they must be approved by YCDC’s 
Committee for Quality Control of 
High-rise Building Projects.

U Soe Thein, a Union Minister of 
the President’s Office, has also waded 
into the discussion of tall buildings 
near Shwedagon. In response to re-
porters’ questions, he said it is ulti-
mately up the Yangon Region’s chief 
minister to limit tall buildings near 
Shwedagon.

Local officials, however, say that 
Yangon-area approval is often the last 
step for large scale developments.

YCDC urban planner U Toe Aung 
said that developments must first 
receive approval from the Myanmar 
Investment Commission and related 
ministries, a process which does not 
involve Yangon-level approvals.

“Projects usually don’t initially 
consult with YCDC,” he said. “After 
they receive Myanmar Investment 
Commission approval, they then 
make proposals to us. Sometimes the 

proposals are different from the real 
plans, but we negotiate with them.

Some experts worry that while 
companies may declare they are un-
der the 12-storey height limit, it is 
possible some will try to exceed the 
height. U Kyaw Latt, an advisor in ur-
ban planning, said he is not just wor-
ried about preserving views of Shwed-
agon, but other of Yangon’s heritage 
pagodas as well.

Perhaps the most prominent de-
velopment currently underway near 
Shwedagon is Dagon City 1, a project 
located on Zoological Garden Road 

near the U Htaung Bo traffic circle.
Officials from its developers Mar-

ga Landmark say their project is not 
considered a high-rise, as “our design 
strictly adheres to the height restric-
tions imposed by YCDC  taking into 
consideration the historic and cul-
tural sites near to the development.”

“The restrictions permit us to 
build  11 floors above ground,  while 
still allowing for our best internation-
al design and intended spacious head-
room,” an official said in an email to 
The Myanmar Times.

“We have heard of the discussions 
around development  projects near 
Shwedagon, and therefore we have re-
cently re-engaged relevant authorities 
for a thorough analysis of our design. 
They are very happy with the care we 
have placed in devising a low impact 
construction approach,  incorporat-
ing  state-of-the-art techniques  such 
as diaphragm walls,” the email said.

Some 50 percent of the area of the 
Dagon City 1 will be accessible to the 
general public, with the plan calling 
for green elements and breezeways, 
the email added. – Additional report-
ing Jeremy Mullins

Authorities keep eye on high-
rises near Yangon landmarks

Myat 
Nyein Aye

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

A view of Shwedagon pagoda is one of the highlights for those living in Yangon. Photo: Boothee

 STOREYS 

12
Maximum height of buildings in Yangon 
before they need separate approval as 

skyscrapers from officials.

TARMWE market will be rebuilt as a 
six-storey building this year, marking 
another attempt to move forward with 
a project that has floundered so far.

A previous plan to force out the 
market vendors and replace it with 
a condominium project fell apart in 
2012, as the vendors and shop owners 
vigorously protested the move.

Government officials are now dis-
cussing putting in a new building at 
the site, but they aim to meet vendor 
concerns by opening the bottom sto-
ries of the structure to vendors and 
shop owners. The previous plan would 
have seen the vendors and shop own-
ers forced to move to a new location.

“We have no decided which com-
pany we will cooperate with for the 
build,” said an official from Yangon 
City Development Committee’s De-
partment of Markets.

“So far we are discussing plans with 
the market vendors and shop owners, 
going over the building design.”

The new project is currently slated 
to be six storeys, with three floors for a 
market and three floors for a car park.

“Every seller, including small ven-
dors, will get their shop back,” he said.

Shop owners at nearby markets 
said they are keen on the plan.

Nearby Tarmwe (Temporary) mar-
ket on Thamein Bayan Road has be-
come a busy place with over 1000 peo-
ple selling goods at their shops or as 
informal vendors. U Han Sein, one of 
the local shop owners, said he is opti-
mistic about the new plan.

“We like the idea to build a six-sto-
rey building,” he said. “What we have 
heard is shopkeepers will get the shops 
on the ground floor, while vendors will 
be able to sell on a few other floors.” As 
he understands, current plans call for 
the rest of the structure to be used for 
parking and some government offices.

Take 
two for 
Tarmwe 
market
Noe Noe Aung
noenoeag@gmail.com

‘Every seller, 
including small 
vendors, will get 
their shop back.’

YCDC official
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Taiwan pilot hailed as a hero 
as he avoids buildings in crash
WORLD 42

“Now we just need [the] government to get its fiscal policy right, and 
so reduce the pressure to sell such bonds to finance government 
spending.” - Sean Turnell, economist

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

Fitness is too easy to overlook in a 
modern Yangon lifestyle. There are 
not always as many facilities as one 
would like for daily exercise, and 
health can suffer as a result.

That’s why distance to a park 
should not be underestimated. This 
week’s house near Mya Kyun Thar 
park is great for people who like 
their daily exercise.

Apart from park proximity, this 
home has a lot of other things go-
ing for it. Built with a medium-sized 
family in mind, it covers 1800 square 
feet on a 3200 square foot lot.

It’s modern, with a full slate of 

trendy decorations inside. It boasts 
two master bedrooms, two smaller 
bedrooms, as well as a dining room, 
kitchen and bathrooms.

There are five air conditioners, a 
telephone line, lots of car parking 
and other amenities. It also comes 
fully furnished, so no need to waste 
time shopping around.

It’s located in Yankin township, 
which is a little out of the way for 
those commuting downtown, but 
great for those who work in the area. 
Prices are negotiable, but it’s a great 
option, particularly if you like to 
stretch your legs.– Tin Yadanar Tun

Location	:	 Lane off of Moe Kaung 

Road, Yankin township

Price	 :	 US$4000 a month 

		  (Negotiable)

Contact	 :	 Estate Myanmar 

		E  nterprise Ltd.

Phone	 :	 09-43118787

		  09-43031699

Living near a place for exercise

GOLDEN City launched the second 
phase of sales for their ambitious pro-
ject in Yankin township on January 31.

The project is set to include sev-
eral  33-storey towers that will house 
residences, office space and a hotel 
on 8.4 acres. Phase 1 consists of four 
towers and is due for a September 
2016 completion, while Phase 2 is to 
be finished in December 2017.

Phase 2 is to include five total 
structures at a cost of about US$80 
million, out of a total cost of $230 
million for the project. Unit prices 
are between $280 and $300 a square 
foot, for units ranging from 517 to 
1516 square feet.

Golden City managing director Jef-
frey Lu said Yangon’s real estate de-
mand is still high, though there is less 
supply than in neighbouring countries.  

“Not only local developers but also 
those from overseas will be mak-
ing long-term investment in the real 
estate sector in Myanmar,” he said. 
Golden City aims to fulfill some of 
the demand for residential and office 
space.

Mr Lu said that Myanmar has some 
ways to go to catch up with its neigh-
bours. Yangon has only about 2 per-
cent of the total office space of Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, and about 5pc of 
Bangkok’s total hotel space.

A lack of supply in the domes-
tic market helps keep prices buoy-
ant, though if supply exceeds de-
mand, prices would likely decline. 
Mr Lu said Golden City company offi-
cials had been keen on the potential of 
the Myanmar real estate market.

After deciding to invest, it acquired 
land on build-operate-transfer terms. 
“We want to be involved in real estate 
development in this country,” he said.

Second phase launched 
for Golden City project
myat nyein aye
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

STANDARD & Poor’s, the world’s 
leading credit rating agency, will 
pay US$1.5 billion to settle US al-
legations of inflated ratings linked 
to the financial crisis that unleashed 
the Great Recession.

The settlement agreements an-
nounced February 3 resolve civil law-
suits filed by the US Justice Depart-
ment, 19 states, the US capital and 
the nation’s largest pension fund.

S&P, a unit of McGraw Hill Finan-
cial, will pay $1.375 billion to resolve 
lawsuits accusing it of bilking inves-
tors by hiding the true risks of mort-
gage bonds linked to the financial 

crisis, the Justice Department.
Half will go to the Justice De-

partment and the other half to the 
19 states and Washington, DC. 

Separately, S&P will pay $125 
million to California state pension 
fund CalPERS to settle allegations 
of fraud that led to its investment 
losses.

The Justice Department and the 
states sued S&P two years ago for 
giving undeservedly rosy ratings 
to bonds that were backed by sub-
prime mortgages, risky home loans 
that defaulted in droves as the hous-
ing price bubble collapsed. – AFP

S&P settles lawsuits 
from financial crisis



LOCAL start-up entrepreneur Ko Min 
Zeya Phyo didn’t plan on entering the 
competition which won his company 
the chance at more than S$2 million. 
Now the Code2LAB founder – not by 
nature a PR man – has found himself 
in a surprising place: in front of the 
camera.

Last year, restaurant management 
platform provider Code2LAB won a 
Yangon start-up bootcamp put on by 
Lithan University College, earning Ko 
Min Zeya Phyo US$2000 and a spot on 
Channel NewsAsia’s second season of 
Start-UP, a Singapore-based reality tele 
-vision show which aired its first epi-
sode last week. The entrepreneur has 
survived the cut to eight finalists, and 
is in the midst of filming episodes that 
see Code2LAB and fellow ventures face 
challenges and try to crowd-fund their 
start-ups. 

Ko Min Zeya grew up in Myanmar 
and at age nine moved to Singapore for 
more than two decades. However, his 
thoughts frequently wandered home. 
“The strange thing is that all the time 
I’m there, I have the urge to come back 
here,” he told The Myanmar Times 
from his office in 6-Mile.

He worked in a relatively autono-
mous department of a large company 
in Singapore. When his department 
decided not to launch the product 
they’d been working on, he found that 
corporate life no longer suited him. 
The timing lined up with some im-
portant developments in his home 
country. “With Myanmar opening up, 
I decided maybe I should give it a try 
here,” he said.

Code2LAB had earlier aimed to 
tackle tourism but found they were too 
close to the bleeding edge to succeed 
in Myanmar. Ko Min Zeya Phyo turned 
his attention to a major issue plaguing 
restaurants here: human resources. A 
local restaurant, Shwe Palin, told the 
start-up founder of difficulties like 
staff training and turnover. “They have 
101 problems that I thought could be 
solved easily,” Ko Min Zeya Phyo said.  

He said the company started when 
it deployed its flagship product, a res-
taurant management system run on 
tablets called SmartSales, for Shwe 
Palin – its first customer. With Smart-
Sales, waiters take orders on the floor 
and then send them to the kitchen and 

cashier at the same time, he explained. 
The result: fewer man-hours spent on 
orders, benefits for waiters that didn’t 
have to pay for mistakes and better 
customer service, according to Ko Min 
Zeya Phyo.  

The company took its product to Li-
than University College’s StartUp boot-
camp last year. Ko Min Zeya Phyo only 
threw his hat in the ring after a friend 
and fellow start-up founder pushed 
him to apply. 

Red Dot Ventures founder and 
managing director Leslie Loh, who 
will judge companies on Start-UP and 
also acts as chair at Lithan Education, 
said Code2LAB proceeded on from the 
bootcamp to the show because of its 
team and solution. 

“It’s a combination of capable man-
agement and having a product that is 
right for a specific marketplace,” he 
said. 

Ko Min Zeya Phyo echoed this sen-
timent. “When the [startup bootcamp] 
was held, I think I had the right prod-
uct that actually solved problems for 
local businesses,” he said. “I was able 
to present a good story to the judges.” 

Code2LAB’s narrative encompasses 
what makes make Myanmar a unique 
– and uniquely challenging – environ-
ment. For example, the company’s 
product had to work in the face of 
blackouts with the potential to stop the 
system in its tracks.

“In the whole process of building 
this product, we’ve become so adaptive 
to the environment,” he said. “We’ve 
actually implemented a closed network 
GPS system so that every device that is 
connected is all battery-powered and 
we can run for hours.” 

Ko Min Zeya said he has changed 
as a result of Code2LAB. The company 
originally had three founders; now 
he heads it up alone. With his techni-
cal background, he says speaking up 
might have made him nervous two 

years ago. And he has faced personal 
challenges – his family, including his 
5-year-old child, remains in Singapore, 
and the distance can be wearing. 

“Whatever I’m doing I have to 
make sure that it’s justified for being 
here,” he said. “When I left Singapore 
... I gave up everything and came back 
here in the hope it would be something 
that’s meaningful – as a milestone in 
my life at the same time, look – Myan-
mar is opening up – I did something 
for the community as well.”

The show can illuminate a budding 
scene that has been cordoned off for so 
long.

“In a way it will help local startup 
community as well,” Ko Min Zeya Phyo 
said. “The whole startup ecosystem 
has been trying to bring the standard 
up ... we want to tell the world that 
look, there is potential here. There’s a 
market for start-ups as well. We want 
to bring in incubators, accelerators, 
investors.”

Though the founder has mostly kept 
Code2LAB bootstrapped, the company 
has received two rounds of funding. 
One saw an investment of US$100,000 
for 10 percent equity, thereby valuing 
the company at $1 million. 

While SmartSales took it to Start-
UP, the company is working on a sec-
ond cloud-based iteration which will 
feature a marketplace for customers, 
a scorecard for restaurants, and a new 
Software-as-a-Service subscription 
business model meant to cater to com-
panies as they develop.

With more than 30 clients, 
Code2LAB earns revenue – about 
US$120,000 inside its first year, Ko 
Min Zeya Phyo said. Though its near-
greenfield home market means the 
company will face less competition, Ko 
Min Zeya Phyo also says the firm has 
the potential to succeed in more than 
Myanmar.  

More than one company can suc-
ceed on the Singapore show, as judges 
can choose to divide the S$2 million 
among at most four entrepreneurs that 
wish to accept terms of investment. 
Funds won on the program could pro-
vide fuel for the new product, accord-
ing to Ko Min Zeya Phyo.

In the meantime, he’s having some 
friends over to watch the first episode 
of Start-UP. With it, Ko Min Zeya Phyo 
has made major moves into the spot-
light of the regional stage, bringing 
Myanmar along with him. 

Startup meets showbiz 
on reality TV program
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‘We want to tell the 
world that look, 
there is potential 
here.’

Ko Min Zeya Phyo 
Founder, Code2LAB

Catherine Trautwein
newsroom@mmtimes.com

BarCamp Yangon was held at MICT Park last week and attracted 
multitudes of Myanmar techies; upward of 4000 people registered. 
Attendees signed up to give talks on everything from drones to 
Google Cardboard, 4G communications to mobile money – even 
endeavouring to tackle “a brief history of life on Earth” at one 
point.  Photo: Catherine Trautwein

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Scigen Ltd, a company organized under the laws of Singapore, 
carrying on business as manufacturers and merchants and having 
its principal office at 152 Beach Road,#26-07/08 Gateway East, 
Singapore 189721 is the owner and sole proprietor of the following 
Trademark:-

SCILIN
Myanmar Registration Numbers

4/6542/2009 & 4/8627/2014 for International Class 5
4/8499/2009 & 4/8629/2014 for International Class 10
4/6544/2009 & 4/8628/2014 for International Class 16

Used in respect of:-

“Pharmaceutical and medicinal preparations and substances;  
supplements for food; minerals, vitamins, preparations  for  vitamins 
and/or minerals; hormone preparations for pharmaceutical use; 
hormones for medical purposes; synthetic hormone preparations 
for medical use.”(International Class 5)

“Surgical and medical apparatus and instruments; injectors for 
medical purposes; syringes for injections; syringes for medical 
purposes; parts and fittings for the aforesaid goods; pill distributor 
and organizer boxes for medical purposes; injection apparatus for 
use with human insulin.”(International Class 10)

“Paper, cardboard and goods made of these materials, not included 
in other classes; books; magazines; periodicals; newsletters; 
publications including scientific publications; bookends; 
photographs; posters; stationery; postcards and greeting cards; 
calendars; paperweights; letter openers; writing pads; writing 
implements; pens; pencils; rubber erasers; paper fasteners; clips 
for offices; decalcomanias (also for decoration and as temporary 
tattoo); rubbed pictures; paper and PVC stickers; stickers 
(stationery); plastic materials for packaging (not included in 
other classes); bags (envelopes, pouches) of paper or plastics, for 
packaging.”(International Class 16) 

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers                                                                             
Ph: 09 73 150632
Email- law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For Allen and Gledhill,
Advocates   &   Solicitors, Singapore)
Dated: 9th February, 2015

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

NEC CORPORATION, a Company incorporated in Japan, of 
7-1, Shiba 5-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan, is the Owner of 
the following Trade Mark:-

UNIVERGE
Reg. No. 4565/2004

in respect of “Int’l Class 9: computer hardware; networking hardware 
for wireless communications; network apparatus, namely, computers, 
computer servers, telephones, asynchronous transfer mode switches, 
private branch exchanges (PBXs), electrical switches, fiber optic 
cables, routers, transmitters, multiplexers, modems, amplifiers, 
hubs and bus; networking software for wireless communications 
and connectivity, computer software for establishing, enabling, 
monitoring, and managing wireless communications and connectivity 
between wireless devices and communications networks; computer 
software for interconnecting, managing, securing and operating local 
and wide area networks and telephony systems; computer software 
for use in controlling and managing computers, computer servers, 
telephones, asynchronous transfer mode switches, private branch 
exchanges (PBXs), electrical switches, fiber optic cables, routers, 
transmitters, multiplexers, modems, amplifiers, hubs and bus”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  NEC CORPORATION
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 9 February 2015



 39Science & Technology

LOCAL consumers are increasingly 
taking to the web to make a deal, 
yet paying for products is still a ma-
jor headache.

While services like US-based 
PayPal and China’s AliPay are mak-
ing it easy for seamless e-commerce 
around the world, Myanmar is still 
a cash-based society, with few of 
the solutions that has helped drive 
online shopping in the rest of the 
world.

The Myanmar Payments Union, 
an enterprise owned by the domes-
tic banks, is planning to launch a 
service allowing for online pay-
ments. It is already working with 
Cooperative, Myawaddy and United 
Amara, and is actively attempting 
to recruit more banks to take part 
in the service, said MPU chief ex-
ecutive U Zaw Lin Htut.

Currently most local e-com-
merce requires some form of cash 
payment. Some shops request pre-
payment, meaning customers find a 
product they like on a website store 
but must pay a company represent-
ative cash before the order is filled. 
Since many shops import from 
overseas, this can add to the delay.

Other shops request payment af-
ter the good is delivered, but this 
leaves the shop owner at risk if the 
customer chooses not to pay.

MPU has been issuing essential-
ly pre-paid credit cards since Sep-
tember 2012, with about 850,000 in 
use in the country. While the num-
ber of users is growing, U Zaw Lin 
Htut said it is still not enough for 
the country’s population.

“We need to widen our base, but 
still be thinking about the number 
of customers who use the banking 
system,” he said.

After MPU’s e-commerce ser-
vice kicks off, its cardholders will 
be able to use their card number 

online to complete the purchase. 
This will remove the cost and risk 
from collecting payments – though  
retailers said they still have to see 
the service before signing up.

“I don’t want to use e-commerce 
until it has attracted enough cus-
tomers, because I worry about its 
inconvenience,” said Daw Thwe 
Khaing Zin, owner of Target for 
Chance online shopping.

Still, she acknowledged payment 
is a problem. Her shop no longer 
accepts pre-payment, as delays with 
distribution meant she was forced 
to break her promises too often.

Daw Thwe Khain Zin also said it 
is important that fees to use the e-
commerce service are kept low, or 
shop-owners will be reluctant to 
sign up.

Rules governing e-commerce are 
still in the works, and the Central 
Bank of Myanmar may have to relax 
some restrictions before allowing 
the service. 

Cooperative Bank managing di-
rector U Pe Myint said e-commerce 
is a frequent topic of conversation, 
with the bank planning to hold a 
workshop on the issue later this 
month. “Some customers using on-
line shopping will use these servic-
es,” he said.

U Pe Myint added that transfers 
outside the country are currently 
not allowed, meaning international 
e-commerce payments may take 
some time to develop. 

But with MPU, services could 
launch closer to home soon.

Ecommerce services  
for payment to start 

aye thidar kyaw myat noe oo

A NEW initiative from Google 
helps make online materials avail-
able offline through physical kits, 
allowing developing-country de-
velopers to work even when the 
internet doesn’t.

Google announced at the begin-
ning of December it would enable 
developers to access about 30 GB 
of certain materials – videos, soft-
ware development kits (SDKs), 
documents and more – offline 
through DVDs and thumb drives. 
Targeted at “software develop-
ers or students of software devel-
opment in regions of the world 
where steady access to the internet 
is expensive, unreliable or non-ex-
istent”, Google has already spread 
upward of 2000 kits across India, 
Bangladesh and Sub-Saharan Af-
rica, the company said.

With blackouts and internet 
outages a common trope in My-
anmar, the country seems a prime 
candidate for the program. But a 
kit hasn’t come its way just yet. 
Ko Ye Lin Aung, Google Devel-
oper Group Yangon community 
manager, said the corporation has 
been busy with the holidays and 
filling far-reaching orders. So he 
and friends took matters into their 
own hands. 

Instead of waiting for the post-
man, they decided to work around 
a workaround and download 
and disseminate the information 
themselves. “We put it on memory 
sticks and then we distributed it,” 
he said. 

“Even in our offices, the inter-
net is slow most of the time and 
fast like one hour a day ... and 

some of the time, there is no inter-
net at all,” he continued. “[With] 
offline content ... we don’t have to 
wait for the internet.” 

Ko Ye Lin Aung and his friends 
put the contents of the kits on 
sticks and dispatched them to 
campuses around Myanmar. De-
livery took a more circuitous route 
than usual, as the resources made 
their way by physical roads rather 
than the information superhigh-
way. 

“I just sent the memory stick 
with an express bus,” Ko Ye Lin 
Aung said. “We’re sending the  
offline content with the offline pro-
cess. That’s the traditional way.”

Though winding, it’s a path 
people will find familiar as the 
web has yet to trump offline meas-
ures in some other industries. 

“If you want to send money, 
there is no online banking,” he 
continued. “You just send [with] 
people or banks or something like 
that.” 

Ko Ye Lin Aung said about 15 
people have requested the offline 
content – most of which he has al-
ready sent. 

Items on the DVDs and thumb 
drives include Google Cloud Plat-
form documents with SDKs for 
App Engine, the whole Android 

website with Android SDKs and 
more, documents on material de-
sign and web fundamentals, Udac-
ity online learning videos and oth-
er content, the company said.

Google also suggests kit users 
put the content to good use, high-
lighting hackathons, viewing par-
ties and self-study. 

“You will no longer have to wor-
ry about ... spending 30 minutes to 
watch a 10-minute video tutorial 
on the latest API due to constant 
buffering,” the company said in 
a post on the Google Developers 
Blog.

Crucially, the kits provide de-
velopers what they need to begin 
manufacturing apps: SDKs. 

“If I want to make an Android 
app, I need the Google SDK,” Ko Ye 
Lin Aung said, adding that mate-
rials in the software kit mean de-
velopers don’t have to start from 
square one. “If you don’t have the 
SDK, you cannot do anything.”

While helpful, offline content 
can’t compete with real-time as-
pects of the internet. The kits are 
up-to-date as of August 2014, the 
company said – any updates past 
that time won’t be incorporated.

Though not the be-all, end-all, 
“it’s a point where you can get 
started,” Ko Ye Lin Aung said. “Af-
ter that, we have to move on to 
update the stuff and you can con-
tinue because you already know 
how [stuff] works.” 

Despite limits, Ko Ye Lin Aung 
said people are enthusiastic and 
excited.

“They need a starting point and 
they need the stuff, so we gave [it 
to them],” he said. 

“We told them, ‘It’s all your 
own. Take your time and learn 
whatever you want with the stuff, 
build stuff and if you need any-
thing, just tell us. We will support 
you but we might not be able to 
tell you the whole thing.’”

Google goes offline for 
developing countries
Local techies download content kits and spread them to Myanmar cities

‘I just sent [it] with 
an express bus ... 
We’re sending the 
offline content with 
the offline process.’

Ko Ye Lin Aung 
GDG Yangon community manager

 THOUSAND 

850
 

Pre-paid MPU credit cards in use from 
September 2012.

Catherine 
Trautwein

newroom@mmtimes.com

Smartphone can test for HIV, syphilis: study
US researchers have found a way to turn a common smartphone into a quick and 
easy device to conduct field tests for HIV and syphilis.

Using an attachment that costs $34 to make -- a far cry from the standard 
$18,000 for diagnostic tests -- blood drops are tested for the diseases’ antibod-
ies in minutes instead of hours, said the research led by Columbia University 
engineers.

When plugged into a smartphone’s audio jack, scientists said it mimicked the 
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA), a well-known test for HIV, and 
“performed almost as well.”The initial study, involving 96 women in Rwanda, is 
published in the journal Science Translational Medicine.

Experts hope that this lab-on-a-chip device could be a helpful tool, especially 
in places where field clinics are set up to help remote or underserved popula-
tions.

The team, led by Samuel Sia, associate professor of biomedical engineering, is 
aiming for larger clinical trials first.

“Our work shows that a full laboratory-quality immunoassay can be run on a 
smartphone accessory,” said Sia.

“Coupling microfluidics with recent advances in consumer electronics can 
make certain lab-based diagnostics accessible to almost any population with 
access to smartphones. This kind of capability can transform how health care 
services are delivered around the world.”

The study was funded by a Saving Lives at Birth transition grant -- which is 
backed by the US Agency for International Development (USAID), Gates Founda-
tion, government of Norway, Grand Challenges Canada, the World Bank and the 
Wallace H. Coulter Foundation. – AFP



40   THE MYANMAR TIMES  February 9 - 15, 2015 

World World editor: Fiona MacGregor

MOSCOW

AMMAN

JORDAN said its warplanes 
launched dozens of new strikes 
against the Islamic State group 
last week, after vowing a harsh 
response to the burning-alive of a 
pilot captured in Syria.

The news came as scores of 
people were killed when rebels un-
leashed rocket fire on Damascus 
and President Bashar al-Assad’s 
forces retaliated.

Jordan’s military said “dozens 
of jet fighters” struck IS targets on 
the morning of February 5, “hit-
ting training camps of the terrorist 
groups as well as weapons and am-
munition warehouses”.

It did not say where the targets 
were located – IS holds swathes of 
Syria and Iraq – but said they were 
destroyed and the aircraft returned 
home safely.

American F-16 and F-22 jets 
provided security to the Jordanian 
fighter planes, with additional sup-
port from refuelling tankers and 
surveillance aircraft, US officials 
said.

Washington has also deployed 
aircraft and troops to northern 
Iraq to boost capabilities to rescue 
downed pilots fighting with the 
international coalition that is bat-
tling IS, a US defence official told 
AFP.

IS have released a highly cho-
reographed video of the horrifying 
murder of pilot Maaz al-Kassasbeh, 
whose death led to grief and deep 
anger in Jordan.

Jordan’s military has pledged to 
“destroy this terrorist group and 
kill the evil in its own place”, saying 
it would punish IS for the “heinous 

act” of burning him alive.
King Abdullah II visited the air-

man’s family, who have urged the 
government to “destroy” the jihad-
ists, to pay his condolences.

Jordan has conducted regular 
raids against IS across the border 
in Syria as part of a US-led cam-
paign against the Sunni extremist 
group.

More than 200,000 people have 
died since anti-government pro-
tests erupted in Syria in early 2011, 
escalating into a multi-sided civil 
war that brought jihadists stream-
ing into the country.

At least 66 people, including 12 
children, were killed by regime air 
strikes and shelling on rebel areas 
around Damascus on February 5, 
according to the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights.

The assault on the Eastern Gh-
outa region came after rebels fired 
more than 100 rockets at the city, 
killing 10 people including a child, 

Jordan launches airstrikes on 
IS sites after pilot’s murder

‘The blood of 
martyr Maaz  
al-Kassabeh will 
not be in vain and 
the response of 
Jordan ... will be 
severe .’

King Abdulla II of Jordan

GERMAN Chancellor Angela Merkel 
and French President Francois Hol-
lande were in Moscow on February 6 
after getting Kiev’s tentative backing 
for a crunch peace plan aimed at end-
ing surging violence in Ukraine.

Ukrainian President Petro Po-
roshenko said talks with Ms Merkel 
and Mr Hollande late on February 5 
had raised “hope for a ceasefire” after 
the duo jetted into Kiev in the big-
gest push yet to resolve the ten-month  
conflict.

The two European leaders were set 
to meet Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, who the West sees as the mas-
termind behind Ukraine’s pro-Moscow 
rebellion, to try to get him to sign up to 
their peace plan.

The frantic diplomacy to end the 

worst East-West crisis since the end 
of the Cold War came as US Secretary 
of State John Kerry also visited Kiev, 
with Washington mulling supplying 
Ukraine with arms to battle pro-Rus-
sian rebels.

“President Putin can make the 
choices that could end this war,” Mr 
Kerry said after meeting Ukrainian 
leaders, voicing support for the “help-
ful” Franco-German plan to be put to 
the Russian leader on February 6.

Hundreds of civilians have been 
killed over recent weeks in east Ukraine 
as fighting spiralled after insurgents 
tore up an earlier truce and pushed 
into government-held territory.

Before setting off on the surprise 
diplomatic push, Mr Hollande said in 
Paris that he and Ms Merkel would 

“propose a new solution to the conflict 
based on the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine”.

Few details had emerged before 
the Moscow meeting of what exactly 
the new peace proposal contained 
and there was much disquiet in Kiev 
after the collapse of previous peace 
deals.

The plan appeared to have come 
from a back-and-forth between Mr Pu-
tin, Ms Merkel and Mr Hollande and, 
according to a report in German news-
paper Sueddeutsche Zeitung, would 
give separatists greater autonomy and 
territory they have captured in recent 
days, although German officials have 
denied this.

Despite the diplomatic momentum 
behind the new plan, Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk insisted 
Moscow should just stick to a widely 
flouted truce accord agreed in Minsk 
last September.

“To have a new deal, not to execute 
the previous one, seems to me a trap,” 
Mr Yatsenyuk told journalists.

Mr Yatsenyuk warned that the Rus-
sian strongman could be seeking to 
“split the unity between the EU and the 
US” at a time when the White House is 
edging closer to starting weapons deliv-
eries to Ukraine.

After his meetings in Kiev, Mr Kerry 
said that US President Barack Obama 
would decide “soon” on whether to arm 
Ukraine, but stressed his preference for 
a diplomatic solution.

Russia, accused by the West of arm-
ing the separatists, warned that any 
US move to send weapons to Ukraine 
would cause “colossal damage”. – AFP

EU leaders take peace plan to Moscow

Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko (centre), German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel (left) and French President Francois Hollande shake hands prior to their 
talks in Kiev on February 5. Photo: AFP
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SYDNEY

PARTY critics of Australian Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott launched a dra-
matic bid on February 6 to unseat the 
unpopular conservative leader after 
less than 18 months in office, but he 
vowed to fight on.

The move comes after Mr Abbott’s 
much-ridiculed decision to award 
Britain’s Prince Philip a knighthood 
sparked two weeks of turmoil in his 
Liberal Party, exposing discontent over 
months of policy failings and plunging 
poll figures.

“I think we must bring this to a 
head and test the support of the lead-
ership,” West Australian Liberal MP 
Luke Simpkins said in an email to col-
leagues announcing he will initiate a 
challenge.

“The reality is people have stopped 
listening to the prime minister,” Mr 
Simpkins later told Sky News, ahead 
of a meeting of the 102 Liberal parlia-
mentarians on February 10 when the 
secret ballot will take place.

Mr Abbott hit back immediately, 
saying he had the support of his dep-
uty Julie Bishop, whose strong perfor-
mance as foreign minister had seen 
her touted as one of the contenders 
for the leadership.

“They are asking the party room to 
vote out the people that the electorate 
voted in,” the prime minister said.

Mr Abbott rose to power promising 
stable government and an end to the 
brutal internal warfare that under-
mined the previous Labor adminis-
tration, but amid plunging popularity 
and policy reversals, now finds himself 
in a similar position.

Under Labor, Julia Gillard first 
ousted Prime Minister Kevin Rudd 
in 2010 only to be overthrown herself 
three years later by Mr Rudd, who 
was then defeated in elections that in-
stalled Mr Abbott as leader.

“We are not the Labor Party ... and 
we are not going to repeat the chaos 
and the instability of the Labor years,” 
Mr Abbott said, adding that he and Ms 
Bishop would “stand together in urg-
ing the party room to defeat this par-
ticular motion”.

“We have a strong plan ... and we 
are determined to get on with it,” he 
said.

Mr Simpkins appealed to the best in-
terests of the country in asking the party 
room, made up of 102 Liberal members 
of the lower and upper houses of parlia-
ment, to “either endorse the prime min-
ister or seek a new direction”.

Chief government whip Philip Rud-
dock confirmed he had received notice 
of the leadership “spill” move and that 
it would be on the agenda at the Feb-
ruary 10 Liberal Party meeting in the 
capital Canberra.

Earlier last week several lawmak-
ers openly revolted against the prime 
minister and called for a leadership 
vote, and Mr Simpkins said he had 
been inundated with emails and ques-
tions about the “direction the govern-
ment is being led in”.

Mr Abbott’s personal decision to 
award 93-year-old Prince Philip a 
knighthood “was for many the final 
proof of a disconnection with the peo-
ple”, he said.

If the leadership is declared vacant, 
the favourite for the prime minister-
ship is Communications Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull who led the party be-
fore Mr Abbott ousted him by a single 
vote in 2009.

The ruling Liberal-National  
coalition stormed to power in Sep-

tember 2013 elections, but in polls last 
week it trailed the opposition Labor 
Party 46 to 54 percent. Mr Abbott’s 
personal rating tumbled to just 34 
percent.

The seed for questions about Mr 
Abbott’s leadership was planted early 
with his first budget in May last year 
which slashed spending in a bid to 
rein in deficits, said Haydon Manning 
of the politics department of Flinders 
University in South Australia. 

“The first budget of the Abbott gov-
ernment surprised Australians, they 
were ill-prepared for any austerity af-
ter a decade of boom,” he said.

But the decision to award Prince 
Philip a knighthood on Australia’s 
national day was too much to bear, 
alienating even his core constituency 
because it “overwhelmingly pointed to 
the Australian people that this prime 
minister is out of touch”.

“Everything that had been difficult 
for him up to now was simply exacer-
bated,” Mr Manning said.

“All these die-hard Liberals are 
knocking on the door saying, ‘Tony 
Abbott is an idiot. Why should we put 
up with this anymore? We’ve got to 
get somebody else in to win the next  
election’.” – AFP

Beleagured Abbott fights to keep job

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott speaks during a press conference in 
Sydney on February 6. Photo: AFP

Jordan launches airstrikes on 
IS sites after pilot’s murder

the Britain-based group said.
The gruesome murder of Mr 

Kassasbeh, captured by IS in De-
cember after his F-16 crashed in 
Syria, has increased support in 
Jordan for stepped-up military ac-
tion against the jihadists.

“Jordan will wage all-out war to 
protect our principles and values,” 
government newspaper Al-Rai 
wrote in an editorial.

The execution led to outrage 
in Jordan and protests in Amman 
and Karak, bastion of Mr Kassas-
beh’s influential tribe.

Solidarity demonstrations 
with the family were planned for 
nationwide after Friday’s weekly 
Muslim prayers on February 6.

Mr Abdullah cut short a US 
visit and returned to Amman on 
February 4 after the video of Mr 
Kassasbeh’s killing emerged.

“The blood of martyr Maaz al-
Kassasbeh will not be in vain and 
the response of Jordan and its army 
after what happened to our dear son 
will be severe,” he said afterwards.

On February 4, in response, 
Jordan executed two Iraqis on 
death row, female would-be sui-
cide bomber Sajida al-Rishawi and 
al-Qaeda operative Ziad al-Karboli.

Mr Abdullah travelled 120 kilo-
metres (74 miles) south of Amman 
on February 5 to Karak, where a 
traditional mourning tent was set 
up for Mr Kassasbeh’s family.

Hundreds of people gathered 
as the king sat next to the 26-year-
old first lieutenant’s father.

Safi al-Kassasbeh branded IS 
“infidels and terrorists who know 
no humanity or human rights”, 

and said the “international com-
munity must destroy” the group.

IS had offered to spare Mr  Kas-
sasbeh’s life and free Japanese 
journalist Kenji Goto, who was 
later beheaded, in exchange for Mr 
Rishawi’s release.

Mr Rishawi, 44, was sentenced 
to death for her role in triple hotel 
bombings in Amman in 2005 that 
killed 60 people.

She was closely linked to IS’s 
predecessor organisation in Iraq, 
and was seen as an important sym-
bol for the jihadists.

Jordanian television suggested 
Mr Kassasbeh was killed on Janu-
ary 3, before IS offered to spare 
him and free Mr Goto in return for 
Ms Rishawi’s release.

Following the airman’s capture, 
another member of the US-led co-
alition, the United Arab Emirates, 
withdrew from air strike missions 
over fears for the safety of its pi-
lots, a US official said.

On February 5, the US military 
said it was “repositioning some as-
sets” to northern Iraq in a move 
designed to shorten the response 
time needed to reach pilots who 
end up in IS-held territory.

US President Barack Obama, 
who hosted King Abdullah in a 
hastily organised meeting before 
his return to Jordan, decried the 
“cowardice and depravity” of IS.

IS had previously beheaded 
two US journalists, an Ameri-
can aid worker and two British 
aid workers in similar videos. It 
has also killed a second Japanese  
hostage.

– AFP

IN PICTUREs

Photo: AFP

A Sri Lankan 
traditional dancer 
performs in front 
of the Gangarama 
Temple during the 
Navam Perahera 
festival in Colombo 
on February 3. Monks, 
drummers, dancers 
and some 50 trained 
elephants, mostly from 
the central part of the 
island, thronged into 
the city from various 
regions of Sri Lanka to 
participate in the city’s 
biggest two-day annual 
Buddhist procession 
starting February 2. 
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TAIPEI

THE pilot of a TransAsia plane that 
crashed in Taiwan last week was still 
clutching the joystick when his body 
was found in the cockpit, after he bat-
tled to avoid populated areas, it was 
reported on February 6.

The TransAsia Airways ATR 72-600 
crashed shortly after take-off from 
Songshan airport in Taipei on Febru-
ary 4, hitting an elevated road as it 
banked steeply away from buildings 
and into the Keelung River.

Pilot Liao Chien-tsung, 41, was 
among at least 35 people who lost 

their lives in the accident. Fifteen peo-
ple survived and rescuers were still 
searching the river and submerged 
wreckage for another eight who re-
main missing as the airline faced sanc-
tions over the fatal incident.

Mr Liao has been hailed as a hero 
for apparently making a last-ditch at-
tempt to steer the turboprop plane, 
with 53 passengers and five crew on 
board, away from built-up areas dur-
ing its steep descent, avoiding more 
deaths and damage.

His body was found in the cockpit 
still holding the joystick with both 
hands, and with his legs badly frac-
tured, the Taipei-based China Times 
newspaper said.

“He struggled to hold onto the joy-
stick till the last moment before the 
plane plunged into the river, in an at-
tempt to control its direction and to 
reduce casualties,” the report said, cit-
ing unnamed prosecutors investigat-
ing the case.

Taiwanese leaders and citizens 
have mourned Mr Liao, with major 
newspapers running front-page trib-
utes hailing him for saving many lives.

As hundreds of rescuers and divers 

battled bad weather to search for those 
still missing, with four more bodies 
retrieved on February 6, authorities 
banned the airline from applying for 
new routes for one year in the wake of 
the latest incident.

The February 4 accident, which oc-
curred on a domestic route to the is-
land of Kinmen, was the second fatal 
crash for TransAsia after a July disas-
ter that left 48 people dead.

“We have imposed a one-year 
ban on TransAsia from applying for 

new routes as a penalty,” said Civil  
Aeronautics Administration director 
Lin Tyh-ming.

Taiwanese media said the authori-
ties were looking into allegations 
against the airline including labour 
shortages and insufficient training 
which could have affected safety 
standards.

“There is a manpower shortage of 
pilots ... TransAsia has to recruit pilots 
with less experience from other com-
panies after more than 20 of its pilots 

went to two newer airlines,” the Apple 
Daily said, citing unnamed sources.

Calls were also mounting from 
politicians for TransAsia to suspend 
its operations.

“This is a serious issue that two 
crashes occurred in just seven months. 
The company must immediately adopt 
an in-depth review of its management 
regarding problems such as workload 
and salaries,” lawmaker Lin Teh-fu of 
the ruling Kuomintang party said.

– AFP 

Crash pilot 
hailed as hero

Passengers’ belongings are placed in front of the wreckage of the TransAsia ATR 72-600 turboprop plane on the Keelung 
riverbank outside Taiwan’s capital Taipei on February 5. Photo: AFP‘We have imposed 

a one-year ban on 
TransAsia from 
applying for new 
routes as a penalty.’

Lin Tyh-ming 
Civil Aeronautics Administration  

director
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TOKYO HANOI

VIETNAMESE authorities have buried 
thousands of seized cats – many believed 
to have been alive at the time – after the 
felines were smuggled from China to 
feed the nation’s illegal cat meat trade.

A truck containing three tons of 
live cats crammed into bamboo crates 
was impounded last January 27 in the 
Vietnamese capital Hanoi, with police 
initially undecided how to deal with the 
animals.

But on February 4, a police officer 
told AFP they had been buried in ac-
cordance with Vietnamese law on smug-
gled goods.

“The cats were from China, with no 
official origin papers and no quaran-
tine,” an officer from the Dong Da dis-
trict environmental police said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity. 

“Several of them had died, there was 
a terrible smell that could affect the en-
vironment and carried risks of future 
diseases,” he said. 

“Therefore, we culled them by bury-
ing them,” he said, declining to confirm 
how many were alive at the time of 
burial.

Animal protection groups, who 
pleaded in vain for the cats to be spared, 
fear many of the creatures were alive 
when they were buried.  Other smug-
gled animals, including chickens, are 
routinely disposed of in a similar way. 

The Asian Canine Protection Al-
liance, a regional coalition of animal 
rights groups, said it had heard “inhu-
mane stories as to how the [cats] may 
have been destroyed”.

“Our request for any visual evidence 
of their fate has been denied,” the group 
said in a statement on February 4, call-
ing for the “practice of inhumane killing 
of trafficked animals” to be stopped.

Photographs of the cats crammed 
into dozens of bamboo crates stacked 
on top of one another prompted wide-
spread calls for the felines’ lives to be 
spared.

One petition on change.org urging 
Vietnamese authorities “to change their 
animal handling policies” had garnered 
more than 23,000 signatures from 
across the world by February 4.

But Professor Dang Huy Huynh, 
chair of Vietnam’s Zoology Association, 
said the cull was necessary to prevent 
the spread of disease and deter future 
smuggling.

“The best way to cull the illegally 
imported animals is burning them. But 
this might cost more, so authorities may 
choose to bury them alive – still comply-
ing with procedures in accordance with 
laws,” he said. 

Vietnamese authorities could also 
have checked all the animals individu-
ally for disease before deciding whether 
to cull them, he said.

Either way, “we do not want these 
animals to be on the dining table at res-
taurants,” he added.

Cat meat, known locally as “little 
tiger”, is a delicacy in Vietnam and al-
though officially banned it is widely 
available in specialist restaurants.

Vietnam has long banned its con-
sumption in an effort to encourage cat 
ownership and keep the country’s rat 
population under control.

But there are still dozens of restau-
rants serving cat in Hanoi and it is rare 
to see cats roaming the streets as most 
pet-owners keep them indoors or tied 
up fearing they could be stolen. 

Such is the demand from restau-
rants that cats are sometimes smuggled 
across the border from China, Thailand 
and Laos.

Cat meat is not widely eaten in China 
but can be found at some restaurants, 
particularly in the south.

Vietnamese customs officials rou-
tinely seize large volumes of dead ani-
mals, including tigers and pangolins, 
smuggled into the country for use 
in traditional medicine or specialty  
dishes. – AFP

Seized cats 
are buried 
aliveSAYAKA Matsuo lies on the tatami 

mat as a personal masseur works on 
her neck and shoulders to squeeze 
out the knots.

But this is no pamper package 
with relaxing music or detoxifying 
mist. Ms Matsuo. 19. is warming up 
for a head-clashing bout of Japan’s 
national sport – sumo.

Strapping her mawashi (loin 
cloth) over her lycra bike shorts, she 
squats into position, her 60-kilo-
gram (132-pound) frame squaring 
off against a man more than two-
and-a-half times her weight.

The huge size difference is no ob-
stacle for Ms Matsuo, whose deter-
mination and technique shuffle her 
massive opponent across and out of 
the ring.

“I started sumo as a hobby. I feel 
a lot of pressure from my dad and 
my goal is to win the women’s Sumo 
World Championship one day,” she 
said.

As the daughter of a former pro-
fessional sumo wrestler, whose ring 
name was Sadanohana, Ms Matsuo 
had a leg up into a sport not usually 
associated with women, and started 
to wrestle at just five years old.

Now she is part of a small but 
growing band of female grapplers 
who are turning the tables on one of 
Japan’s oldest boys’ clubs.

Opening up the sport to women 
is part of an effort to legitimise 
sumo as a possible future Olympic 
event, Tokyo University’s Sumo Club 
coach Toshiaki Hirahara said.

But Mr Hirahara is also quick to 
point out that the top-level wres-
tling millions of Japanese watch on 
television needs to preserve its reli-
gious and spiritual origins.

“I think the fact that women can-
not enter the sacred national dohyo 
[ring] is understandable as it is the 
realm of the gods,” he said. 

“But the amateur league has 
nothing to do with gods, so let girls 
and boys do it equally.”

Sumo traces its origins back 
2000 years to a time when it was an 

integral part of the rituals of Japan’s  
native Shintoism, an animistic reli-
gion. But the sport’s stock has fallen 
in recent years with claims of bout-
fixing, illegal betting and bullying, 
including the death of a young ap-
prentice wrestler in 2007.

It has also struggled to slough off 
claims that it is linked to the Yakuza, 
the country’s mafia.

The sport’s popularity among the 
general public has suffered because 
of Japan’s failure to produce cham-
pions. All three of the present yoko-
zuna (grand champions) are Mon-
golian, including record-breaking 
Hakuho, who in January became the 
most successful wrestler ever after 
bagging his 33rd tournament title.

Establishing a parallel amateur 
sport, with proper weight divisions, 

could be a good way to help boost 
sumo, says Mr Hirahara.

It might also get around the neg-
ative associations sumo wrestlers 
can have among Japan’s image-con-
scious women, who balk at the idea 
of eating an astounding 20,000 calo-
ries a day, as Hakuho, who tips the 
scales at over 150 kilograms, does.

“I want to remain in the under-
65kg weight category so I try to 
eat well-balanced food,” Ms Matsuo 
says, although she admits she has a 
weakness for chankonabe, a tradi-
tional sumo stew of vegetables, meat 
and rice.

Fellow grappler Anna Fujita, 21, 
is also happy to stay on the lighter 
end of the sumo scale, and wrestles 
in the same under-65kg category.

“If I get bigger I’ll fall into the  

heavyweight category and have to 
fight against girls weighing more 
than a 100 kilograms,” she says.

And eating lots is too expensive 
anyway.

“I’m a student and have no mon-
ey,” she says, adding she lives on 
Corn Flakes, rice and vegetables.

The proportion of female sumo 
wrestlers remains small. There are 
almost 300 boys taking part in the 
sport for every girl in Japan’s el-
ementary schools, according to the 
Japan Sumo Federation. But despite 
the gap in numbers, female strength 
often wins out.

“Because the girls grow at a 
younger age, they are stronger than 
the boys,” coach Hideto Tsushima of 
Nihon University says.

– AFP

Women weigh in on sumo fights

Anna Fujita (right) fights with a teammate during training at Tokyo University’s sumo club on January 21. Photo: AFP
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Bomb raises 
junta and Red 
Shirt tensions
THE leader of Thailand’s opposition 
Red Shirts last week accused the junta 
of trying to provoke them into a “fight” 
as the movement falls under suspicion 
for a bomb attack and the circulation 
of a forged document on the revered 
king’s health.

The Red Shirts are loyal to the top-
pled government of Yingluck Shina-
watra, who was banned from politics 
last month by the junta-picked Na-
tional Legislative Assembly.

The group, who fall under the um-
brella of the United Front of Democ-
racy Against Dictatorship (UDD), has 
been a powerful force in Thailand’s 
near-decade of sometimes deadly po-
litical turmoil.

But the movement was winded by 
last May’s coup and has, until now, sof-
tened its rhetoric as martial law blan-
kets the country, stifling debate and 
banning political gatherings.

Police last week arrested a Red 
Shirt member, Krit Buddeejin, on sus-
picion of defaming the royal family af-
ter he was accused of spreading online 
a hoax report on the health of ailing 
87-year-old King Bhumibol Adulyadej.

But Red Shirt chair Jatuporn Prom-
pan defended 25-year-old Mr Krit, say-
ing he had believed it was a genuine 
palace statement and did not intend 
to harm the monarchy, which is pro-
tected from criticism by a draconian 
law carrying up to 15 years in jail.

On Februry 2, Thailand’s junta 
leader Prayut Chan-O-Cha said a mi-
nor bomb blast near a Bangkok shop-
ping mall the day before was the work 
of opponents to the coup. However he 
stopped short of directly blaming the 
Red Shirts.

Speaking on Red Shirt television, 
Mr Jatuporn accused those in power 
of using the two incidents to provoke 
a reaction.

“I don’t believe that you [the junta] 
want reconciliation. Instead you want 
chaos and want us to go out and fight,” 
he said on Peace TV.

“There is no reason for Red Shirts to 
take part in either case since we do not 
benefit from either incident,” he said, 
adding the group are loyal to the king.

His comments come as anger sim-
mers among the Red Shirts who fear 
their movement is being eviscerated by 
politically motivated legal moves, nine 
months after a government they helped 
elect was swept aside by the coup.

The political ban on Ms Yingluck, 
the sister of billionaire self-exiled 
former premier Thaksin Shinawatra, 
rules her out of an immediate political 
comeback in the next election, which 

the junta says it wants to hold by early 
2016.

She now faces criminal charges 
linked to a botched rice subsidy 
scheme which was welcomed in the 
poor, rural Red Shirt heartlands.

The previous week Mr Jatuporn 
was bailed after receiving a two year 
jail sentence for defaming a former 
premier in comments made in 2009.

Thailand has been riven by bitter 
political divisions since 2006, when 
Thaksin Shinawatra’s government 
was ousted in another coup, again 
backed by the Bangkok-based royalist  

establishment.
They despise the Shinawatras, 

whose parties have won every election 
since 2001, accusing them of poison-
ing Thai politics with corruption and 
cronyism.

Mr Prayut says the junta is steering 
much-needed reforms to the political 
system, including the crafting of a new 
constitution to curb corruption and 
populist politics.

But critics say the coup is a pretext 
to destroy the Shinawatras’ political 
network and weaken the electoral 
clout of their rural base. – AFP

Thai police officers patrol the site of two small explosions on a walkway leading to a luxury shopping mall in Bangkok on 
February 2. Photo AFP

‘I don’t believe you 
[the junta] want 
reconciliation. 
Instead you want us 
to go out and fight.’

Jatuporn Prompan 
Red Shirt chair



JAKARTA

INDONESIAN Ahmadis are no 
strangers to persecution, with at-
tacks and discrimination rife, but 
leader Iskandar Gumay hopes bet-
ter days are ahead for the minority 
Muslim sect under new President 
Joko Widodo.

The cleric has witnessed at-
tempts to torch his mosque and 
seen worshippers elsewhere pre-
vented from burying their dead. 
However he believes a draft law 
shows Indonesia’s leader is com-
mitted to tackling religious  
intolerance. 

Indonesia, the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim-majority nation, has 
seen its image as tolerant and plural-
ist suffer due to a spike in religious 
violence. As well as Ahmadis, minor-
ity Muslim Shiites and Christians 
have been targeted in the Sunni-
majority country.

The Indonesian constitu-
tion guarantees freedom of re-
ligion. Six faiths are officially 
recognised: Islam, Catholicism, Prot-
estantism, Hinduism, Buddhism and  
Confucianism. 

But this has not stopped attacks, 
and Ahmadis in particular have 
been targeted by hardline groups 
who oppose the sect’s belief that a 
lesser prophet followed Mohammad. 

Mr Gumay says Ahmadis are 
sometimes denied ID cards, and that 
his sister was refused a marriage 
certificate because the authorities 
claimed she was not a Muslim.

Just west of Jakarta his fellow 
Ahmadis have faced much worse, 
with three adherents of the sect 
murdered by a mob in 2011 as police 
stood by.

Mr Gumay believes the new 
president faces a challenge address-
ing this scourge but is confident 
Mr Widodo, a reformist who has 
pledged to defend religious minori-
ties, is up to the task.

“If the spirit of Jokowi ... 
comes down through the govern-
ment to the people, I think things 
will get better,” he said, referring 
to the president by his common  
nickname.

The new legislation, expected to 
go before parliament in April, is an 
ambitious step toward bolstering 
protection. 

The bill, which is still being draft-
ed, will guarantee religious minori-
ties protection from persecution, 
the head of research in the ministry 
of religious affairs, Abdurrahman 
Mas’ud, said.

It will outlaw the destruction of 
houses of worship and aim to offer 
protection not just to those whose 
religions are recognised under the 
constitution, but all minorities. 

The law is being pushed by new 
Religious Affairs Minister Luk-
man Hakim Saifuddin, who has 
been praised for his progressive  
attitude. 

Many different belief systems 
are practised in Indonesia, from 
animism to those that mix aspects 
of Islam with local tribal customs, 
although more than 90 percent of 
Indonesians describe themselves as 
Muslim on their ID cards. 

In another move that won praise, 
the new government recently ended 
the requirement for people to select 
one of the officially recognised reli-
gions on their cards, instead allow-
ing them to put nothing.

The new approach is a stark con-
trast to Mr Widodo’s predecessor, 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. 

He was criticised for inaction 
on hardline groups during his 10-
year tenure, and for remaining qui-
et as politicians rammed through 
changes that activists claimed were 
a backward step for religious free-
dom.

Strict new approval processes for 
houses of worship ushered in dur-
ing 2006 prompted the closure of 
hundreds of churches, while another 
ministerial decree two years later 
that outlawed the spread of Ahmadi-
yah teachings prompted an increase 
in attacks against the sect. 

The courts meanwhile took 
a soft approach to perpetrators 
of religious violence, with the  
accused often given light sentences 
or going unprosecuted altogether.

Twelve men charged with beating 
the three Ahmadis to death in 2011 
were given sentences of three to six 
months, despite the entire grisly in-
cident being captured on video and 
widely circulated throughout the 
country.

Persecution has continued in re-
cent years, with regular reports of 
minority Muslims and Christians be-
ing targeted. 

While there is optimism about 
the new government’s approach, 
there is also much scepticism in a 
country with a poor record on pro-
tecting minorities. 

Even if the law gets through par-
liament, some are concerned that 
local authorities in the sprawling 
archipelago, where power is heavily 
decentralised, may continue to pass 
discriminatory bylaws that enable 
persecution. 

Others question Mr Widodo’s 
long-term commitment to helping 
minorities.

“With the focus on economic 
development, ideas that are in the 
long term important, like religious 
freedom and human rights, will 
be put on the back burner by the 
Jokowi government,” said Tobias 
Basuki, from think tank the Cen-
tre for Strategic and International  
Studies. 

– AFP

Hopes for new religious 
tolerance under Widodo

‘If the spirit of 
Jokowi comes 
down through the 
government to the 
people, I think 
things will get 
better.’

Iskandar Gumay 
Ahamadi cleric

Congregation members of the Taman Sari Batak Christian Protestant Church cry as they witness the demolition of 
their church by local government personnel in Bekasi on the outskirts of Jakarta on March 21, 2013. Photo: AFP

Minority faith groups, who faced persecution under previous regime, believe 
fresh legistation will protect them from violence and destruction of worship sites

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Knight Frank (Nominees) Limited, a company organized and 
existing under the laws of a company incorporated in England and 
Wales and having its registered office at 55 Baker Street, London 
W1U 8AN, United Kingdom is the owner and proprietor of the 
following Trademarks:

All in respect of “Business management and administration of 
buildings, real estate and commercial and domestic property; business 
project management, advertising and promotion services; auctioneering 
services; marketing and business research; evaluation of standing 
timber; public relations; publicity; consultancy, information and 
advisory services relating to the aforesaid; all included in Class 35”;

“Portfolio management; investment services; apartment house 
management services; real estate agency services; real estate 
management; factoring; financial services; leasing of real estate and of 
farms; real estate brokerage and management; rental of apartments and 
flats; real estate appraisals; financial valuations; financial consultancy; 
preparations of reports relating to brokerage services; all included in 
Class 36”;

“Construction, development, maintenance, repair, cleaning, renovation, 
restoration, demolition, upgrading and enhancement of buildings, real 
estate, commercial and domestic property; building and repair services 
and information; plastering, roofing, painting, decorating, glazing, 
joinery, dry lining, insulation, sealing, plumbing, and electrical services 
relating to buildings; consultancy, information and advisory services 
relating to the aforesaid; all included in Class 37”; and 

“Architectural and building design services; land and road surveying; 
preparation of reports relating to the foregoing; land development; 
surveying services, preparation of reports relating to commercial 
and residential real estate planning; planning and design of real 
estate development; inspection of buildings; interior design services; 
consultancy, information and advisory services; computer-related 
consultancy and advisory services for infrastructure and computer 
systems; consultancy, information and advisory services relating to 
the aforesaid; all included in Class 42”.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation of the 
Marks shall be dealt with according to law.

Daw Yee Mon Aung, H.G.P
For Knight Frank (Nominees) Limited,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd., 
#Level 8A, Union Financial Centre(UFC),

    Corner of Mahabandoola Road & Thein Phyu Road, 
                                                         Botahtaung Township, Yangon, 

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
Dated 9 February 2015                                     yma@kcyangon.com

KNIGHT FRANK
Reg. No. 4/18247/2014

(8 December 2014)
Reg. No. 4/18246/2014

(8 December 2014)
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BasicNet S.P.A. (Italian Joint Stock Company), a company 
organized under the laws of Italy, and having its principal office 
at Largo Maurizio Vitale 1, 10152 Turin, Italy is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following  Trademarks:-

K WAY
Myanmar Registration Numbers.
4/10010/2009 for Int’l Class 25 &

4/10011/2009 for Int’l Class 18
Used in respect of :-

Leather and imitations of leather, and goods made of these 
materials and not included in other classes; animal skins, hides; 
trunks and travelling bags; umbrellas, parasols and walking sticks; 
whips; harness and saddler. (International Class 25)

Clothing, footwear, headgear. (International Class 18)

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Domnern Somgiat & Boonma, 
         Attorneys at Law, Thailand)
Dated. 9th February, 2015
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KUALA LUMPUR COLOMBO

INDONESIA has formally protested 
to the Malaysian government over a 
vacuum cleaner ad it says is “utterly 
insensitive” to the hundreds of thou-
sands of its citizens working as maids 
in the country.

The outrage emerged just as Indo-
nesian President Joko Widodo was to 
arrive on February 5 for an official vis-
it, his first since being elected last year.

The advert by the Malaysian dis-
tributor of RoboVac automatic vac-
uum cleaners declared, “Fire your 
Indonesian maid now!”, according to 
versions seen on social media.

“The ad by the private company 
Robovac is utterly insensitive and de-
meaning to the people of Indonesia,” 
the Indonesian embassy in Malaysia 
said in a statement.

The embassy said it had sent a for-
mal protest note to Malaysia on Febru-
ary 3.

“We urge Malaysian authorities 
to ban the ad,” it said, adding that it 
was considering further legal action 
against the company.

Relations between the two South-
east Asian neighbours have repeat-
edly been strained over the treatment 
of Indonesian domestic helpers in  
Malaysia.

Recurring reports of physical and 
other abuse by Malaysian employ-
ers or recruiters prompted Jakarta to 
angrily cut off the supply of domestic 
workers in 2009. 

It was resumed two years later 
following an agreement to provide 
maids better protection and working  
conditions.

The Indonesian embassy said the 
ad has since been removed from cir-
culation. 

In 2012, a flyer advertising cut-rate 
maid services emerged in Malaysia 
declaring “Indonesian maids now on 
sale!”

The issue went viral among an-
gry internet users in Indonesia and 
triggered a phone call by Indonesia’s 
foreign minister to his Malaysian  
counterpart to complain. 

Last year a Malaysian insurance 
commercial depicting a male Chinese 
actor as a Filipina maid drew similar 
outrage in Hong Kong amid accusa-
tions of racism.

Aimed at the employers of the 
southern Chinese city’s 300,000 
maids, who mainly hail from Indone-
sia and the Philippines, the ad from 
Malaysia’s Hong Leong Bank showed 
the Chinese actor wearing dark orange 
make-up and a curly wig as he plays 
clumsy maid “Maria”.

It was withdrawn after the outcry.
One of Southeast Asia’s more af-

fluent countries, Malaysia has long at-
tracted aspiring maids from its poorer 
neighbours, the vast majority being 
Indonesian women. 

An estimated 400,000 foreign do-
mestic workers are now employed in 
Malaysia. – AFP

Vacuum ad insults 
Indonesian maids

 400,000
Foreign domestic workers in Malaysia

SRI LANKA’S new President Maithri-
pala Sirisena has renewed orders 
allowing for troops to be deployed 
across the island, dampening hopes 
of a lower-profile military presence 
under his rule.

Mr Sirisena’s election last month 
had been expected to lead to a less-
ening of the numbers of troops in 
towns and cities – particularly in 
former war zones – which had been 
a prominent feature of his hardline 
nationalist predecessor Mahinda Ra-
japakse’s tenure.

During the build-up to his elec-
tion victory, Mr Sirisena promised 
to confine the military to their bar-
racks and call them out only in the 
event of an emergency or a threat to 
national security.

But, according to a presidential 
decree seen by AFP last week, Mr 
Sirisena has now renewed a monthly 
authorisation for the deployment of 
troops across the island.

“By virtue of the powers vested 
in me, I, Maithripala Sirisena, do by 
this order call out all the members 
of the armed forces ... for the main-
tenance of public order,” read the 
order.

The  presence of large numbers 
of troops is particular contentious in 
the mainly Tamil northern and east-
ern provinces that bore the brunt of 
a 37-year separatist conflict, which 
was brutally crushed by the army in 
May 2009.

During a speech on February 4 
to mark the 67th anniversary of the 

former British colony’s independ-
ence, Mr Sirisena had stressed his 
desire for a national reconciliation 
which Mr Rajapakse is accused of 
failing to deliver.

Suresh Premachandran, a Tamil 
lawmaker, said the president should 
explain why he felt it necessary to 
call out troops nearly six years after 
the end of the war.

“We have been asking for the 
withdrawal of troops from the north 
and the east, but this order only 
serves to continue the army pres-
ence,” Mr Premachandran said.

“I strongly believe that there is no 
need to deploy troops anywhere in 
the country.”

“He [Mr Sirisena] promised 

change, but if he is going to continue 
what the previous government did, 
then we are back to square one.”

The Free Media Movement 
(FMM), a leading local rights groups, 
said it had expected Mr Sirisena to 
confine troops to barracks.

“We think this is a retrograde 
step in dismantling the role of 
the military in our day to day 
life,” FMM spokesperson Sunil 
Jayasekera said.

Sri Lanka lifted a state of emer-
gency in August 2011, two years after 
security forces crushed Tamil Tiger 
rebels and declared an end to war 
but the previous government had 
deployed the military alongside the 
police. – AFP

Sri Lanka’s new leader 
redeploys the military

Military personnel attend Sri Lanka’s Independence Day celebrations in 
Colombo on February 4. Photo: AFP

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Shinsegae International 
Inc. a company organized under the laws of Korea and 
having its principal office at 422 (Cheongdam-dong), 
Apgujeong-ro, Gangnam-gu, Seoul, Korea is the owner 
and sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. IV/20480/2014)
The above three trademarks are in respect of :-
“Alarm clocks; key rings; jewelry, brooches [jewelry], 
earrings; necklaces, ornaments for mobile telephones.” 
Class:14
“Handbags; wallets, leather briefcases and document 
cases; cases for keys (leatherware); travelling bags, 
school satchels; sports bags; walking sticks; clothing for 
animals; umbrellas;” Class: 18
“Clothing for children; babies’ pants, bathing suits, 
blouses, shirts, jumpers, cardigans, tee-shirts, skirts, 
pullovers, polo shirts, sweaters, vests, underwear, 
girdles [underwear], evening dresses; knitwear;  gloves 
[clothing], hats, caps, swim caps, ski gloves, scarves, 
shawls, neckties; socks, sports stockings, tights,  shoes.” 
Class: 25
“Artificial flowers; badges for wear, embroidery, buttons, 
hooks and eyelets for clothing,  ornaments for the hair; 
hair nets; hair pins; hair coloring caps; shoe ornaments 

(Reg: No. IV/20478/2014)

(Reg: No. IV/20479/2014)

[not of precious metal]; expanding bands for holding 
sleeves; spangles for clothing.” Class: 26

Daiz
(Reg: No. IV/20481/2014)

in respect of:- “Handbags; wallets, leather briefcases and 
document cases; cases for keys (leatherware); travelling 
bags, school satchels; sports bags; walking sticks; 
clothing for animals; umbrellas;” Class:18
“Clothing for children; babies’ pants, bathing suits, 
blouses, shirts, jumpers, cardigans, tee-shirts, skirts, 
pullovers, polo shirts, sweaters, vests, underwear, 
girdles [underwear], evening dresses; knitwear;  gloves 
[clothing], hats, caps, swim caps, ski gloves, scarves, 
shawls, neckties; socks, sports stockings, tights,  shoes.” 
Class: 25

DESIGN UNITED
(Reg: No. IV/20482/2014)

in respect of:- “Clothing for children; babies’ pants, 
bathing suits, blouses, shirts, jumpers, cardigans, tee-
shirts, skirts, pullovers, polo shirts, sweaters, vests, 
underwear, girdles [underwear], evening dresses; 
knitwear;  gloves [clothing], hats, caps, swim caps, ski 
gloves, scarves, shawls, neckties; socks, sports stockings, 
tights,  shoes.” Class: 25

(Reg: No. IV/20484/2014)
The above two trademarks are in respect of:-
“Alarm clocks; key rings; jewelry, brooches [jewelry], 

(Reg: No. IV/20483/2014)

earrings; necklaces, ornaments for mobile telephones.” 
Class: 14
“Paper, stationery; albums; books; boxes of cardboard 
or paper; stickers (stationery); wrappers (stationery); 
packing paper; bags (envelopes, pouches) of paper or 
plastics, toilet paper; towels of paper; plastic film for 
wrapping.” Class: 16
“Handbags; wallets, leather briefcases and document 
cases; cases for keys (leatherware); travelling bags, 
school satchels; sports bags; walking sticks; clothing for 
animals; umbrellas;” Class: 18
“Furniture, mirrors, picture frames; seats; armchairs; 
desks; cupboards; mattress; tables; pillows; cushions; 
umbrella stand; Infant walkers” Class: 20
“Clothing for children; babies’ pants, bathing suits, 
blouses, shirts, jumpers, cardigans, tee-shirts, skirts, 
pullovers, polo shirts, sweaters, vests, underwear, 
girdles [underwear], evening dresses; knitwear;  gloves 
[clothing], hats, caps, swim caps, ski gloves, scarves, 
shawls, neckties; socks, sports stockings, tights,  shoes.” 
Class: 25
“Coffee, tea, cocoa, rice; bread, pastry and confectionery; 
sugar, salt; mustard; vinegar, sauces (condiments); 
spices.” Class: 30
“Retail sale of cosmetics, perfumery, clothing, footwear, 
bags, spectacles and sunglasses, jewelry, belts, clocks, 
advertising and promotional services, especially via 
electronic means; providing information on commodity 
sales; import-export agencies; sales promotion for 
others.”Class: 35

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt 
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Shinsegae International Inc.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 9th February, 2015
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The middle-class coffee boom

It may have been 
a while coming, 
but Yangon has 
� nally woken up 
and smelled the 
coffee 
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B EHIND a wooden counter in downtown Yangon’s Coffee 
Club, the unmistakable hiss of a barista steaming milk 
briefly drowns out a funky soundtrack piped through a 
room filled with students glued to their smartphones. 
In any other Asian capital it would be a ubiquitous sight. 

But here it is something new.
Long absent from the region’s booming cafe culture, Myanmar’s 

commercial capital is now witnessing a surge in swish coffee bars 
providing an alternative to the treacly instant coffee served by 
thousands of street carts. 

It is a trend that points both to the changing tastes of the country’s 
emerging middle class – but also the widening gap between them and 
the nation’s poor.

Nyi Nyi Tun, a doctor, is typical of the newly aspirant customers 
relishing consumer goods that were either far beyond their reach or 
simply unavailable until recently. 

“I came here to read,” he said, sipping an Americano and perusing 
the web on a tablet. “With friends, a streetside tea shop is better. But 
if you want to be somewhere alone and quiet, then this kind of coffee 
shop is good.”

To escape the noisy onslaught of Yangon’s increasingly vehicle-
clogged streets, Nyi Nyi Tun is willing to fork out as much as US$2 
– ten times what a traditional coffee made from pre-mixed sachets and 
condensed milk costs at roadside stalls.

In the last few years, around two dozen speciality coffee shops have 
opened up in Yangon alone.

“You will witness exponential growth of the coffee industry in 
the next three years,” said Ye Naing Wynn, managing director of the 
Nervin Cafe chain – Myanmar’s oldest – which now boasts five outlets 
including in Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw. 

“People have been closed up for so many years. The natural human 
reaction is they want to experience new things,” he added.

Initially it was the large influx of expats and tourists that helped 
foster Yangon’s nascent coffee scene. But owners say locals now make 
up the majority of drinkers.

“That’s my target audience going forward, to be honest ... because 
any food and beverage business that relies 70 percent on locals 
ought to do well in the long run,” says Thura Ko Ko, who returned to 
Myanmar from overseas four years ago and opened The Coffee Club 
above another of his businesses – a mobile phone shop.

It helps, he adds, that speciality coffee is seen as something 
aspirational and trendy. 

“Sometimes I sit in and I overhear some new local customers try 
and they’re not quite sure what a cappuccino is, but they’ve seen it on 
the TV and online and that’s been a big influence in lifestyle as well, 
everything from Korean soaps to films,” he says.

The economic potential of Myanmar’s growing middle class is not 
lost on international companies who are scrambling to access one of 
Asia’s last untapped markets.  

In 2013 Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz hinted during a trip to 
Thailand that he was eyeing Myanmar while Carlsberg is also hoping 
to break into the beer market – an area currently monopolised by the 
military.

Management consulting giant McKinsey believes up to a quarter of 
Myanmar’s population could be living in large cities by 2030 – up from 
13 percent in 2010 – while the economy, if managed properly, could 
quadruple from US$45 billion in 2010 to $200 billion by 2030. 

“The size of the urban middle class is expected to double over the 
next decade, with annual double-digit growth in middle class incomes 
over the next five years,” says Rajiv Biswas, Asia-Pacific chief economist 
at IHS.

“This will generate very rapid growth in urban consumer 
demand for retail goods, including consumer durables such as autos, 
motorcycles, refrigerators and air conditioners, consumer electronics 
such as mobile telephones and tablets, and basic consumer goods such 
as food and beverages,” he adds. 

But Sean Turnell, an expert on Myanmar’s economy at Macquarie 
University in Australia, warns against overhyping the potential of the 
middle class in a country where the vast majority of its 60 million 
population are the rural poor. 

“Serious consumption usually starts for people with disposable 
incomes above around $5000. There would be few in Myanmar with 
this sort of spending power,” he says.

However much buzz is created by the opening of the next hip coffee 
joint, for people like Ko Phyo, who runs a photography shop in Yangon, 
a latte will likely remain far outside his budget.

“It’s too expensive for ordinary people,” the 33-year-old says while 
siping a sweet brew in one of the city’s traditional, cheaper tea shops. 

“It’s 10 times more expensive in those places. Only the middle 
classes can afford that.” – AFP  

The middle-class coffee boom

Photo: Charlotte Rose

Photo: Charlotte Rose
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International festival to 
get Yangon juggling
Zon Pann Pwint 
zonpann08@gmail.com

Children at the Boys Training Center in Thanlyin have been learning to juggle in 
the lead-up to the international juggling festival. Photo: Supplied

S ILENT and motionless 
amid the bustle of artists, 
sculptors and stylists 
who surround him, sits 
a simply dressed man 

in civilian clothes reading a book. 
If his strong chin denotes a man of 
action, his broad brow and his air 
of absorption reflect his power of 
contemplation. The sculptor has 
striven to unite these strands in his 
subject, who was born 100 years ago 
this month and was assassinated six 
months before independence in 1947. 

The silicon sculpture of General 
Aung San, father of the nation, is 
the work of Aung Kyaw Tun and his 
colleagues, who have been work-
ing to produce this likeness at the 
Dasagiri building in Kyauk Myat 
Shin Street, Bahan township. The 
studio is named for the artist’s suc-
cessful solo exhibition in Singapore 
in 2009.

The centenary of Bogyoke’s 
birth, at Natmauk, Magwe Region, 
on February 13, will be the 
focus of celebrations there and 
throughout the country, conducted 
not only by the party now led by 
his daughter, Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, but countless other groups, 
organisations and individuals.

The sculpture empowers the 
general to fulfil the ambition he 
never achieved in life: “When I 
grow old, I want to read books 
and spend the rest of my life as 
a peaceful writer.” Instead, along 
with his companions in the pre-
independence interim government, 
he met his death at Yangon’s 
Secretariat Building in a hail of 
bullets fired by Galone U Saw and 
his accomplices on July 19, 1947, 
known since as Martyrs’ Day. 

Working with hairstylist U 
Kyaw Naing, Aung Kyaw Tun, 46, 
completed the sculpture after a 
flurry of final touches on January 
31, in time to be sent to Natmauk 
for the centenary celebrations.

“I respect our Bogyoke, and I 
remember learning at a very early 
age of his birthday. One of the first 
things I remember drawing was the 
image of him I saw on a K5 note. 
Being asked to sculpt his image 
made me very nervous, but was also 

a source of happiness for me. It’s 
right that the man who died for our 
country should be commemorated 
in this way.”

Silicon sculpture, which Aung 
Kyaw Tun studied for more than 
seven years, has over the past 
10 years replaced the traditional 
waxwork, thanks to its superior 
resistance to heat and wear. He has 
already made more than 50 silicon 
sculptures of famous people, as 
well as another 2.5-metre (9-foot) 
sculpture of Bogyoke in fibre to be 
displayed in Taungoo.

“The strong square jaw, wide 
forehead and round chin were 
characteristic of the general,” he 
said.

Aung Kyaw Tun, from Bago 
Region, learned painting and 
the techniques of traditional 
sculpture under the late Min Thu 
and U Kyaw Kyaw Win. By 2000 
he was exhibiting his paintings, 
celebrating the beauty of Myanmar 
in international locations such as 
Hong Kong and Thailand before 
staging his first solo performance in 
Singapore in 2009.

YANGON’S first international 
juggling festival, featuring a fire show 
and performances by top local and 
international jugglers, is to be held 
from February 9-15 at different venues 
across the city. 

One of the highlights of the 
festival – which has been organised by 
non-government organisations Serious 
Fun and the Smile Education and 
Development Foundation – will be the 
“big show spectacular” on February 11 
at Kandawgyi Park, hosted by young 
comedians Thura Thein and Jo Ker and 
featuring spellbinding acts never seen 
before in Yangon. 

“We have wanted to hold a juggling 
festival in Myanmar for 16 years, and 
after waiting for so long we are very 
excited to be holding this festival, which 
will feature jugglers from all over the 
world,” said juggler and event organiser 
Jude Smith.  

Myanmar has a long history of 
juggling. In the 19th century, juggling 
masters travelled from Myanmar 
to Europe and America and wowed 
audiences with never-seen-before 
shows. 

“Unlike European jugglers, who 
juggle with their hands, in Asia, 
jugglers use their feet. Chinlone is a 
type of juggling,” said Smith. 

“Among the jugglers from Myanmar, 
Moung Toon is amazing. He juggles 
with hollow glass balls, which is very 
difficult since glass balls will break if 
they are dropped,” she said.

Since December, Serious Fun 
has been teaching juggling skills to 
disadvantaged children at the Boys 
Training Center in Thanlyin, the Eden 
Center for Disabled and the Karen 
Children’s Hostel in Yangon. 

“The children don’t have the money 
for education and entertainment. The 
idea of teaching them juggling is just 
to do something healthy. Juggling is 
good for balance, coordination and 
happiness because you laugh a lot when 
you juggle and it boosts confidence,” 
said professional performer Jules 
Howarth, who started juggling over 25 
years ago. 

U Kyaw Oo, headmaster of the Boys 
Training Center in Thanlyin, said he 
was surprised to see how quickly the 
children picked up juggling. 

“The children at the centre have 
little contact with outside world. I saw 
how they felt happy and confident and 
gained team spirit,” he said.

The organisation first tried to host 
a juggling festival 16 years ago, when 
public gatherings were still illegal.  
Organisers were treated with suspicion 
by the authorities and were not granted 
permission to hold the event. But Jules 
Howarth believes now is the time to 
bring the popularity of juggling to 
Myanmar. 

 “We don’t have a political message; 
we just come here to have fun,” he said. 

The international juggling festival 
will be held from the 9-15 February at 
various venues across the city. Entry 
is free for all events. A full program of 
events can be found on the Serious Fun 
in Yangon Facebook page. 

General Aung San
to return to his birthplace
Nandar Aung
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com

Hair stylist U Kyaw Naing makes the finishing touches to Aung Kyaw Tun’s 
silicone sculpture of General Aung San. Photo: Naing Wynn Htoon
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AUNG MYIN KYAW
4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

WEEKLY predictions
february 9 - 15, 2015

Aquarius | Jan 20 – Feb 18

Mental balance is essential to a life lived in the glow of 
health. Take care to contemplate the future rather than 
dwelling on what has gone before. Waste no time 
fretting over events you cannot influence. Believe that 
humans enjoy free will whatever the constraints. And 
accept no proposal without reflection, no matter how 
tempting. Take up an offer around the 13th.

Gemini | May 21 – June 20

The hindrance that prevents you from enjoying freedom and 
new experiences is embedded in your own psyche. Stop 
living by rules devised by others, and frame commands 
according to your own philosophy to live within your 
spiritual means. Your own values and personal history have 

taught you that depression has no power over you. Learn to live in a 
culture of self-interest.

Libra | Sept 23 – Oct 22

This week, focus on giving rather than receiving. Know that 
there are forces in life that correct the imbalances of those 
who take excessively. Your integrity should lend weight to 
your beliefs and constructive thought must strike a balance 
with your dreams. You may be finding it difficult to balance 

your social and work life at the moment. Do not neglect either, but know 
that neither is worthy of anxiety.

Pisces | Feb 19 – March 20

Taking on higher and heavier responsibilities represents a 
change for the better. No one says you have to do it all yourself. 
Don’t play hide and seek in relationships. Start your new year 
today and remember, anyone can make a resolution but very 
few people can keep one. Know that determination is what 

keeps you following the right road and helps insure you against risk.

Cancer | June 21 – July 22

Amid daily risks, you must continue to develop your own 
internal growth by overcoming challenges. Only by knowing 
your own heart can you build a foundation for enhancing 
your ability to read others’ feelings. Find sound solutions to 
social problems and engage in innovative activities to 

promote your role. A welcome surprise will come your way mid-week.

Scorpio | Oct 23 – Nov 21

The Chinese symbol for “crisis” is a combination of the 
characters for “danger” and “opportunity”. Know that the 
biggest opportunities for success are hedged about with 
possible risk. You need to look into those courses that 
appear risky and assess the potential for both harmful and 

favourable results. Don’t overspend this week or you’ll regret it later.

Aries | Mar 21 – Apr 19

Try to build on the sequence of cause and effect that has 
brought you to where you are. Inexperience born of timidity 
can easily descend into ignorance, which exerts a 
constantly discouraging and depressive effect. Don’t labour 
under false impressions. You should feel worthy of yourself 

and extend your range to contact your higher nature. Avoid snakes.

Leo | July 23 – Aug 22

Don’t be afraid to risk being real and eschew hidden 
agendas. Your attention may flow inward toward the private 
world of ideas. You should not perceive and judge primarily 
from a subjective point of view, without logical cause and 
effect. Choose honesty in your communications, and take 

note of interruptions that could teach you something.

Sagittarius | Nov 22 – Dec 21

Consultation is never out of date. Even the righteous have need 
of counsel in making the right decision. Evil society invites 
dangers all the time. Protect yourself from the man who has 
nothing to lose; beware of the dog that does not bark; and be 
wary of still waters. Practise the art of self-questioning to see 

behind the screen. You will face a difficult decision later in the week.

Taurus | Apr 20 – May 20

Maintain a steady focus to perfect and clarify your image. Your 
mind-set should be carefully balanced in a positive light to 
present yourself as beautiful and bright. Be courageous and 
deft as you endure strong and sharp social interference and 
difficult communications. Any change required in your nature 

should come from within, not from any external source.

Virgo | Aug 23 – Sept 22

Every cloud has a silver lining and every sunny day a cloud. 
Once you grasp that to live is to suffer, suffering is normal 
not a debilitating shock. Unless you master the knack of 
placing events into perspective, you may find yourself at the 
mercy of the tides. You should cultivate a sound philosophy 

of life. This week, be wary of saying too much to a colleague.

Capricorn | Dec 22 – Jan 19

It is time to show someone your true feelings about them. It 
may be difficult, but it will be worth it. Make a change today 
to signal a new mental and emotional turning point. Orient 
yourself in a new and different way towards a greater 
understanding of your surroundings. The key to success is 

to understand the roots of misunderstanding.

T HE eagerly awaited 
seventh Yangon Photo 
Festival (YFP) is to be 
held in the city from 
13-21 February. Fifteen 

photo exhibitions will be held in 
the gardens of the Institut Francais 
de Bermanie and six other venues 
throughout the city, with more 
than 40 internationally renowned 
photographers exhibiting on the 
theme “I love you”.

The week-long program of 
events will include exhibitions, 
screenings and lectures, as well 
as photography workshops for 
both aspiring and professional 
photographers. 

One of the organisers of the 
festival, Sebastien Bris, said the 
size and popularity of the event 
has grown considerably since the 

first festival in 2009. 
“The quality of the event 

has improved year on year, and 
we’re delighted that we’re able to 
continue hosting it,” said Mr Bris.

Under the patronage of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
annual event aims to train 
Myanmar photographers for the 
international art scene as well as 
Myanmar’s burgeoning media. 
Photography courses have been 
held throughout the year in 
different parts of the country, and 
student’s work will be exhibited 
during the festival. 

“We hosted photography 
courses throughout the country, 
even in rural areas. On the final 
day of the festival, the best photo 
series will be judged by a panel 
of internationally renowned 
photographers,” said Christophe 
Loviny, YPF artistic director and 
photography master-class trainer.

The festival will include 
lectures on a range of subjects, 
from taking the perfect selfie 
to the business of photography. 
Among the other events is a 
performance on Febrauary 13 by 
the Inner Light project, which 
uses photography, dance, music, 
art and theatre to develop life 
skills among street children and 
former child soldiers. 

The program of events will 
culminate in the Yangon Photo 
Night event on February 21 
at Institut Français, in which 
Myanmar photographers will 
compete for the Best Photo-Essay 
of the Year award. Their works will 
be screened in front of the public 
and a jury presided over by Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi.

A full program of events is 
available on the Yangon Photo 
Festival Facebook page and on the 
website www.yangonphoto.com.

Put a little 
love in your
art at the 
Yangon Photo 
Festival

Nyein Ei Ei Htwe
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

Yangon Photo Festival will celebrate romantic love with a collective exhibition entitled “Love Umbrellas” starting on 
February 14 at Junction Square. 

The festival will culminate in the Best Photo Essay Awards of the Year on 
February 21 at Institut Français de Birmanie, which will be judged by a panel 
presided over by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Photos: Supplied
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MRTV to broadcast first 
ever legal drama

ART
Until Feb 21 “Muted Consciousness”. 
An exhibition of black & white 
photographs, paintings and documents 
from the 1950s. TS1 Gallery, between 
Lanthit Jetty and Kaing Dan, Transit Shed 
1, Oo-Pa-Sa Street  10am-6pm
Feb 7-15 “Apples in colors.” Solo 
art show by Min Zayyar Oo. Trish 
Gallery, ground floor, flat C, Excellent 
Condominium, 46A Min Yaung Street  
9am-6pm
Feb 13-21 7th Yangon Photo Festival. 
Exhibitions and events at Institut Francais 
and other venues across the city. A 
program of events can be found at www.
yangonphoto.com 

FILM
Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top Royal, 
Shae Shaung (1, 2) and Nay Pyi Taw 
cinemas are 10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 
6:30pm and 9:30pm.
Start times at Junction Square and 
Juntion Maw Tin are 9:30am, 12:30pm, 
3:30pm and 6:30pm daily and 9:30am, 
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm 
on Friday and Saturday.
Start times at Mingalar San Pya are 
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 
9:30pm.
Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Taken 3.  Directed by Olivier Megaton. 
Action thriller. 
Seventh Son. Directed by Sergei Bodrov. 
Fantasy film. 
I Fine Thank You Love You. Directed by 
Mez Tharatorn. Thai comedy drama.  

Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 2, 
Myaynigone
The Taking of Tiger Mountain. Directed 
by Tsui Hark. Hong Kong-Chinese 3D 
action film. 
Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda 
Road, Kyauktada 
Project Almanac. Directed by Dean 
Israelite. Science-fiction thriller.
Taken 3. 
Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
Kantemir. Directed by Ben Samuel. 
Mystery thriller.
Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw
Doat Hon. Directed by Tran Ham. 
Vietnamese horror film. 
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
The Taking of Tiger Mountain.  
Project Almanac.

MUSIC
Feb 9 Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya 
Road, Bahan 9:30-11:30pm
Feb 11 Jazz music & dinner. The Rendez-
Vous, French Institute, 340 Pyay Road, 
Sanchaung 7:30pm
Feb 12-14  Live Music. Kokine Bar, 34 
Kokkine Swimming Club Lane, Saya San 
Road, Bahan 6-11pm
Feb 14 Lover’s Day Music Concert. Snare, 
Nine One, Jouk Jack, Wai La and others 
will perform. Tickets K7500 from Bo Bo 
Entertainment. Kandawgyi Park 3pm

MISC
Until Feb 28 Myanmar cultural show. 
An enchanting evening of Myanmar 
performing arts, taking you on a journey 

into the very heart of Myanmar history 
and culture.  Sein Lann So Pyay Garden, 
Inya Road, Kamaryut 7-9pm. Tickets 
US$13-19
Feb 10 Gallery conversation and drinks. 
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street, 
Kyauktada 7pm- late
Until Feb 27 Funky Friday Disco Night. 
Dance the night away with Latin expert 
dancer Gisbrt and music by DJ Bay Tar. 
Free Entry. Club Rizzoli, Chatrium Hotel, 
42 Natmauk Road, Tarmwe 7pm
Feb 11 International juggling festival big 
show spectacular. Top international and 
local performers including comedian 
Thura Thein and Jo Ker, featuring thrilling, 
dangerous and spellbinding acts never 
seen before in Yangon. Free entry. 
Karaweik Garden, Kandawgyi Park 6:30pm
Feb 13 Inner Light Project special 
performance by children who learnt 
juggling with the Yangon Photo Festival. 
Free entry. French Institute, 340 Pyay 
Road, Sanchaung 6:30pm 
Feb 14 International juggling festival 
juggling show, competitions, workshops 
and theatre acts. Free entry. Karaweik 
Garden, Kandawgyi Park 9am-3pm
Feb 14 Fire show starring international 
performers and Yangon band The 
Wheel. Free entry. Mahabandoola Park 
Unplugged Stage 6pm
Feb 14 Valentine’s Day at Belmont 
Governor’s Residence. Enjoy a romantic 
dinner and be entertained by a 
saxophone player and energetic juggling 
performances.  Booking at 01229860. 
Belmon Governor’s Residence, 35 Taw 
Win Road, Dagon 6:30pm

Got an event?
List it in What’s On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

february 9 - 15

D RAMA meets headline 
news in a new series 
about to start on MRTV. 
The eight episodes 
will focus on highly 

topical matters of national interest 
and importance to the country’s 
political, economic and social 
reform process. 

With its star-quality leads and 
its up-to-the-minute plots, The 
Sun, The Moon and The Truth will 
be a window into modern life, as 
it brings to the small screen tales 
of land rights, industrial disputes, 
human trafficking, defamation, 
wrongful dismissal and fraud, not 
to mention compelling stories 
of romance and betrayal, the 
producers say.

In production from March 
to August last year, the series, 
totalling eight hours and 45 
minutes, will begin airing on 
February 13, the centenary of the 
birth of Bogyoke Aung San.

Director Aung Ko Latt, a prolific 
director, cinematographer, editor, 
storyboard artist and musician for 
more than 30 years, worked with 
producer Grace Swe Zin Htike to 
create the show.

After completing an intensive 
film training program at the New 
York Film Academy in 1999, his 
first feature film Kayan Beauties 
(2013) was a local success.

The eight episodes of The Sun, 
The Moon and The Truth will 
grapple with issues of justice and 
conflict. 

“I’m completely satisfied with 
the creation. I think it will touch 
the lives of people throughout the 
country, and I learned a lot during 
the shooting,” said Aung Ko Latt, 
adding that justice and the rule of 
law were important to supporting 
society and building peace.

“This project is very close to my 
heart,” he said.

The show will be broadcast 
nationwide on Friday evenings 
at 9:30pm, featuring an entirely 
Myanmar cast and crew. 

The series was produced with 
the help of the Myanmar Legal 
Aid Broadcasting Consortium 
consisting of Aung Ko Latt Motion 
Pictures, Communications Services 
Group, Myanmar Legal Aid 
Network, Myanmar Motion Picture 
Organisation, Pyoe Pin Program 
and Yangon Film School.

Su Pan Htwar plays May Hnin Si 
a talented legal aid lawyer, Hpone 
Thaik is Nay, a successful lawyer, 
Moe Yan Zun is the handsome 
young policeman Sai Thura, and 
Khin Zar Chi Kyaw portrays the 
talented schoolteacher Khin Khin, 
set against a scenic backdrop and 
court and police procedural.

Writers Patrick Burgess and 
Phillip Gwynne from Asia Justice 
and Rights were funded by DFID 
(UK AID), Sida and Danida.

Nandar Aung 
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com
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i N the last edition of Living 
Well in Myanmar I wrote 
briefl y about the dreaded 
“double burden” of disease 
facing the country. While much 

of the population is at risk from 
the threat of infectious illnesses 
like tuberculosis and malaria, 
an increasing number are also 
contracting lifestyle diseases such as 
heart attack, stroke and diabetes. 

The drivers of these lifestyle 
diseases are varied, but clearly food 
consumption plays a major role. 
Particularly worrying for residents 
of Myanmar is the amount of added 
and processed sugar consumed 
on a daily basis. From streetside 
tea and juice shops and rice and 
jelly desserts to the increasing 
proportion of packaged products in 
the average diet, it seems that sugar 
is being added to almost everything. 

The reason this matters is 
illustrated by a review article 
published last week in the medical 
journal Mayo Clinic Proceedings. 
The authors present a series of 
basic science and research studies 
supporting the hypothesis that 
sugar added to food is more 
dangerous than sugar which 
occurs naturally in food. By way of 
example, they cite a clinical trial 
in which two groups of equally 
matched patients were given the 
same amount of calories to eat, but 
from diff erent sources. The fi rst 
was given 5 percent of their daily 
calories from sugar added to food, 
while the second was given 20-
30pc of daily calories from added 
sugar. After six weeks the second 

group had higher insulin levels, 
leading the authors to conclude 
that both total calories and the type 
of calories matter in the growing 
epidemic of diabetes.

A simple explanation of why 
higher insulin levels are problematic 
is based on the understanding that 
the body needs sugar for energy. 
In order to make energy, sugar has 
to get inside cells. Insulin is the 
“key” that opens the door which 
allows sugar to cross into cells. The 
pancreas manufactures insulin. 
So when a person eats food the 
pancreas is alerted and begins to 
secrete insulin into the bloodstream 
so that any consumed sugar can 
make it into cells.

The energy that the body 
requires can come from sugars 
that occur naturally in foods, like 
the sweet taste in an apple or the 
carbohydrate content of rice. Or 
that energy can come from sugar 
added to foods, like a can of soda 
that has corn syrup in it or a shwe 
kyi cake that has been baked with 
lots of sugar. The key diff erence, 
according to accumulating 
research, is that sugar that is added 
artifi cially to foods requires the 
body to produce more insulin than 
sugar that occurs naturally.

When more insulin is needed to 
get a sugar into a cell, the pancreas 
has to work harder to make that 
insulin. If this occurs with enough 
frequency and intensity, the 
pancreas gets overburdened and 
can “break”, resulting in diabetes.

But while the problem of 
added sugar seems relatively 
straightforward, the question of 
what to do about it on a societal 
level is certainly much tougher. 
Dietary guidelines for Myanmar 
might be a fi rst step. At the moment 
the World Health Organization 
recommends that less than 10pc of 
an entire day’s caloric intake come 
from added sugar. Although I don’t 

have research to back it up, I would 
guess that most of Myanmar’s 
aspiring middle class consumes 
far above that 10pc target. A 
local public health message 
should emphasise that there is no 
biological need for extra sweetness 
in the diet. Sugar and carbohydrates 
occurring in natural foods provide 
suffi  cient energy for the body’s daily 
metabolic needs. Finding ways to 
empower people to make healthy 
food choices for their families 
would mitigate the intensity of the 
looming double burden.

Christoph Gelsdorf is an American 
Board of Family Medicine physician who 
sees patients in Yangon and California 
(www.gelsdorfMD.com). He is a member 
of the General Practitioner Society 
of the Myanmar Medical Association. 
Reader thoughts and questions are 
welcomed.

Living Well in Myanmar

Research suggests that added 
sugar, found in things like juice 
drinks and packaged food, is more 
dangerous than sugar which occurs 
naturally in food. Photo: Staff

Added sugar not so sweet
CHRISTOPH 
GELSDORF, 
MD
livingwellmyanmar@gmail.com

‘mockingbird’ author Harper Lee 
to publish second novel
american author Harper Lee is to 
publish a second novel, more than half a 
century after the release of her much-
loved classic To Kill a Mockingbird, 
HarperCollins announced on February 3.

Go Set a Watchman was written in the 
1950s and features many of the same 
characters as Mockingbird. It was recently 
rediscovered and will be released on July 
14, the publishing house said.

Lee won the Pulitzer Prize for To Kill 
a Mockingbird – a searing tale of racial 
injustice in the Great Depression-era 
South that was published in July 1960. 

The novel – standard reading in 
american classrooms for decades – 
has been translated into more than 40 
languages and made into a fi lm that won 
three Oscars, including one for lead actor 
Gregory Peck.

Go Set a Watchman was actually 
written earlier then Mockingbird but was 
set aside and presumed lost after Lee’s editor persuaded her to write a 
novel from the point of view of a young Scout, set 20 years earlier.

She was “humbled and amazed” that the manuscript was to be 
published after so many years, not realizing it had survived.

The reclusive Lee, 88, who lives in her native alabama, said in a 
statement, “I am humbled and amazed that this will now be published after 
all these years” 

HarperCollins said it was “thrilled” to be publishing the new novel.
“This is a remarkable literary event,” said Jonathan burnham, Harper 

publisher and senior vice president.

The Global Gossip

cancer movie wins top prize at Sundance
Me and earl and the Dying Girl, a moving drama about a teenager who 
befriends a classmate with cancer, won the top prize at the Sundance Film 
Festival on February 1.

Sundance winners regularly go on to critical and awards success 
at Hollywood’s main prize-giving ceremonies. Last year’s top winner, 
Whiplash, is nominated for best picture at this year’s Oscars.

The uS documentary award meanwhile went to The Wolfpack, while in 
the non-uS categories the main prizes went to a Scottish fi lmmaker and a 
movie about ukraine’s ongoing struggle in the shadow of its former Soviet 
masters.

Me and earl and the Dying Girl by alfonso Gomez-rejon took the Grand 
Jury Prize for a uS drama at the end of a two-hour awards ceremony in the 
utah mountain resort Park City.

The win came against what was considered strong competition this year 
from other entries that stirred considerable buzz at Sundance, including 
The Witch and the coming-of-age hip hop drama Dope. – aFP

Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
Harper Lee collects the 
2007 Presidential Medal of 
Freedom at the White House in 
Washington, DC, on November 
5, 2007. Photo: AFP

Actor Colin Firth poses during 
a photocall of the movie 
Kingsman: The Secret Service 
on February 2 in Rome. 
Photo: AFP/Gabriel Bouys

Actress Mila Kunis arrives at the 
premiere of Jupiter Ascending at 
TCL Chinese Theatre on February 
2 in Hollywood, California. 
Photo: AFP/Frazer Harrison



the pulse food and drink 57www.mmtimes.com

Photos: Phyo

Photos: Charlotte Rose

Delightful dishes, though not a doner kebab in sight Restaurant Review

food

TURKEY has given the world many 
delights: belly dancing, catchy 
Eurovision hits and, of course, opinion-
dividing cubic sweets. But most 
importantly, the Turks are also the 
genius creators of what is undoubtedly 
the world’s greatest food export: the 
doner kebab. 

It may have become a post-pub 
favourite in Western countries, but I am 
a fi rm believer that the doner is more 
than just a grease-fest for the squiff y 
late-night reveller. Unfortunately, my 
kebab fetish is hampered by the city’s 
lack of Turkish restaurants: It’s Yangon 
not Constantinople.  

The Olive Garden – not to be 
confused with the popular Italian 
chain eatery of the same name – is 
a Mediterranean restaurant with a 
focus on halal and Turkish specialties, 
including doner kebabs on Saturdays 
and Sundays. At least that is what it 
says on the menu. My friends and I 
visited on a weekend and, much to my 
dismay, the doner was mysteriously 
unavailable. 

The recently opened restaurant, 
located on the lower block of Bo Aung 
Kyaw Street, is somewhat lacking in 
the ambiance department. The interior, 
while pleasant, has a hotel lobby feel to 
it, and the atmosphere wasn’t helped 
by the fact that we were the only guests 
during our visit except for one solitary 
diner. 

Unperturbed by the deathly 
silence, we turned our attention to 
the drinks menu, and then, seeing no 
alcoholic beverages available, quickly 

turned it away again. 
Resigning ourselves to a quiet 

evening, we ordered an array of dishes 
to share. According to the restaurant’s 
Facebook page, their executive chef 
was once the personal cook of Jennifer 
“Lopaz”. It might be worth giving 
Lopaz a call before you visit to ask for 
recommendations, as the food ranges 
from delectable to dismal. 

Topping the thumbs-down list was 
the lentil soup (K4000), which was 
unseasoned and tasteless. The hummus 
(K3500), served with white toast, 
was also on the dry side and likely to 
disappoint Mediterranean-food lovers. 
The verdict: Give the other appetizers 
a miss and go for the stuff ed eggplant 
(K3500), which was fresh, delicious and 
disappeared in seconds. 

When it came to the mains, we 
were more sanguine. The meat-stuff ed 
Turkish bread (K5000) and vegetable 
sebzli pide (K4000) were a carb-lover’s 
dream. Most impressive though was 
the lamb rack (K16,000) – the evening 
special – which was among the most 
heavenly lamb dishes I have ever eaten. 
After just one bite of the succulent, 
perfectly cooked meat the evening’s 
doner scandal was quickly forgotten. 

Sadly, the service at The Olive 
Garden was on the wrong side of 

quirky. The restaurant, it seems, has 
only two copies of the menu: our party 
of fi ve was given one, and when we 
asked for another it was hastily seized 
from the hands of our neighbouring 
diner. Service was slow, and the serving 
staff  do not speak much English which 
made ordering diffi  cult, especially 
as many items on the menu were 
unavailable during our visit – including 
three of the four desserts. 

There is certainly room for 
improvement, especially in the 
seasoning of the appetisers, and the 
restaurant would benefi t from some 
jaunty music and a few more menus. 
But with several delicious Turkish 
dishes on the menu, The Olive Garden 
off ers a refreshing alternative to the 
city’s plethora of Asian eateries – doner 
kebab or no doner kebab.

Appetizers 4
Mains 8
Beverage 6
Service 4
Value 5
X-factor 6

Restaurant Rating


The Olive Garden
170-176 Bo Aung Kyaw Road 
(lower block), Botahtaung, 
Yangon, Ph: 09260171413

S TROLLING around 
Bogyoke Aung San 
Market, you cannot avoid 
the hollering of juice 
vendors touting their 

popular avocado shakes. But while 
avocados make a great drink, I prefer 
eating them. Right now, market 
stalls are brimming with large, fl eshy 
avocado pears, and I couldn’t resist 
incorporating them into this week’s 
recipe. 

Having moved back to Myanmar 
almost three years ago, I really 
miss Australian summers and the 
seafood barbeques with family and 
friends. This dish is inspired by the 
fl avours of an Aussie summer: The 
fruity avocado salsa is the perfect 
accompaniment to fresh seafood. 
Shelling fresh prawns can be a pain, 

so I like to do it the Aussie way – 
serve them with the shells on and let 
your guests shell them themselves. 
Easy peasy. 

GRILLED PRAWNS WITH AVOCADO 
SALSA 
6 servings

• 6 giant prawns (sometimes called 
lobsters) or 12 large prawns
• 4 cloves garlic 
• 2 avocado pears
• 250g grape or cherry tomatoes
• 3 tablespoons lemon juice
• 4 tablespoons olive oil
• Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 
• Toasted bread and lemon wedges 
to serve

Gently rinse and drain the prawns. 
Remove the head and legs. Store the 
prawns in a covered container and 

refrigerate until you are ready to grill 
them.  

To make the salsa, cut the 
tomatoes into halves. Next, peel the 
avocados and cut into cubes about 
a centimetre thick. Peel and thinly 
slice the garlic. Put the chopped 
ingredients into a large bowl and 
pour over the olive oil and lemon 
juice. Mix well to combine. Add salt 
and freshly ground black pepper to 
taste. 

Grill the prawns on an open fi re 
(or on a wire rack over a gas stove) 
for 10-15 minutes, turning them 
frequently until they are orange in 
colour. To check that they are cooked, 
cut the back of the prawn shell with 
scissors. 

Toast the bread and brush with 
olive oil. 

Serve the grilled prawns with 
lemon wedges and the toasted bread, 
accompanied by the avocado salsa.

PRAWN AND AVOCADO SALAD
6 servings

• 700g medium prawns 
• 4 cloves garlic (crushed)
• 2 avocado pears
• 1 small bunch chives (diced)
• 3 tablespoons mayonnaise
• 3 tablespoons lemon juice
• Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Gently rinse and drain the prawns and set aside. In a pan, boil about 3 
litres of water. When the water is bubbling, add 1 tablespoon of salt to the 
pan before adding the prawns to the water. 

Boil the prawns for 5 minutes. When they have boiled, remove them 
from the pan and refresh them in ice-cold water. Drain the prawns and 
store in the fridge until the dish is ready to serve. 

Peel the avocados and cut into cubes about a centimetre thick. 
Put the avocados, diced chives, lemon juice, crushed garlic and 

mayonnaise in a bowl and stir to combine. Add salt and freshly ground 
black pepper to taste. 

Shell the prawns remove the head and legs. Arrange them on buttered 
bread with the avocado salad. 

cHarLottE roSE
charlottelola.rose@gmail.com

Throw
another 
shrimp on
the barbie
PHYo arBidanS
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

Photos: Phyo

food
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Over 600 people donned their glad rags to attend The 
2nd Annual Myanmore Awards at the poolside of the 
Chatrium Hotel. The evening’s biggest winners were 
L’Opera Italian restaurant and MOJO, who walked away 
with 4 awards each. Among the other winners in the 28 
categories were Sharkey’s, The Lab and Sabai Sabai. 

Myanmore dining and 
nightlife awards 2015

Henry and Paul

Hannah and Eena Leena Salim and host

Matt, Birgitte and Dan and Mads Thu Thu and Aye Mi San
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Guests celebrated Australia Day on January 26 at the Australian Club in Yangon.  
The ceremony started with an opening speech by Australian Charge d’Affaires 
Carla Guica, who said that Australia will remain committed to supporting the 
democratic and economic reforms in Myanmar.

Australia Day 2015

The 7th Horizon Open Table Tennis Championship 2015 competition 
was held on January 31 and February 1 at Horizon International School, 
Yangon. 

Game, set match

The Yangon 
Institute for 
University 
Studies held 
a graduation 
ceremony for 
students on 
January 31 at 
the Sedona 
Hotel. 

YIUS 
graduation 
ceremony

Ross Dunkley and Kaung Myint Htut

Championship winners

Ma Phyu Phyu Myint, Ma Pyone Thinzar Soe and Ma Eaint Mark Brown, Peter Dove and Ross Bray

Wutt Hmom Yee and Hlaing Win Thawdar
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

FMI = FMI Air Charter

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

Yangon to Nay Pyi Taw Nay Pyi Taw To Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20
FMI A1 6 8:00 9:00 FMI A2 6 10:00 11:00
FMI A1 7 15:30 16:30 FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00

Yangon to Mandalay Mandalay to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 YH 910 5 7:40 9:05
YH 909 1,2,3,4,5 6:00 7:40 YH 910 1,2,3,4 7:40 9:45
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:05 Y5 233 Daily 7:50 9:00
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 YJ 891 Daily 8:20 10:15
YH 917 Daily 6:10 8:30 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YJ 811 3 7:00 8:25 YJ 811 3 8:40 10:05
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 YH 918 Daily 8:30 10:45
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
YH 826 3 7:00 8:40 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YH 831 6 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YJ 762 4 13:10 17:00
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YH 832 6 13:20 14:45
YH 751 5 10:45 14:50 YH 827 3 13:20 14:45
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 5 15:00 17:05
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:25 YJ 752 5 15:05 16:30
YH 911 2 11:00 12:40 YH 830 5 15:05 18:55
YH 831 4 11:00 12:40 YH 912 2 15:30 17:25
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YJ 202 2,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YJ 202 1,3 15:30 17:35
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 YJ 602 6 15:40 17:35
YH 829 5 11:00 15:05 YJ 762 1,2 16:35 18:00
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 13:25 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 YH 732 2,3,4,5,6,7 17:10 19:15
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 YH 832 4 17:20 18:45
YH 731 2,3,4,5,6,7 15:00 17:10 YH 738 3,5,7 17:25 18:50
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55 YH 730 2,4,6 17:45 19:10

YJ 234 6 17:45 19:10
W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40

Yangon to Nyaung U Nyaung U to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 Daily 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH 918 Daily 7:45 10:45
YH 909 1,2,3,4 6:00 8:25 YH 910 6,7 8:05 9:25
YH 917 Daily 6:10 7:45 YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 8:20 10:25
YH 909 1,6,75,4 6:30 8:05 YH 910 1,2,3,4 8:25 9:45
YH 633 5 6:30 8:10 YH 801 6 8:35 9:55
YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 6:45 8:05 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
YJ 801 6 7:00 8:20 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 Y5 650 Daily 13:55 15:15
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 11:50 YJ 212 5 15:45 17:05
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 YJ 202 1,3 16:15 17:35
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
YH 731 1 15:00 17:20 YH 732 1 17:20 18:40
YH 731 2,3,4,5,6,7 15:00 17:55 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40 YH 732 2,3,4,5,6,7 17:55 19:15

Yangon to Myitkyina Myitkyina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,7 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 2,4 14:05 16:55
YH 826 3 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 1,3 14:05 17:35
YH 831 6 7:00 10:05 YH 836 1,7 11:55 14:45
YH 829 5 11:00 13:40 YH 832 6 11:55 14:45
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 13:50 YH 827 3 11:55 14:45
YH 831 4 11:00 14:05 YH 832 4 15:55 18:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 YJ 234 6 16:20 19:10
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 YH 830 5 16:30 18:55

W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40

Yangon to Heho Heho to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:50 YH 634 5 9:05 10:15
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YJ 891 Daily 9:05 10:15
YH 633 5 6:30 9:05 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 6:45 9:00 YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 9:15 10:25
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 YH 918 Daily 9:35 10:45
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
YJ 751 7 10:30 11:40 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YJ 751 3,5 10:45 11:55 YJ 752 5 14:20 16:30
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10 YJ 762 4 15:50 17:00
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YJ 762 1,2 15:50 18:00
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YH 737 3,5,7 11:15 12:40 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 YH 732 1 16:25 18:40
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 YH 732 2,3,4,5,6,7 16:25 19:15
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
YH 731 Daily 15:00 16:25 YH 738 3,5,7 16:40 18:50
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40 YJ 762 7 16:45 17:55

W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
YJ 752 3 17:00 18:10

Yangon to Myeik Myeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to thandwe thandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

yangon to lashio lashio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 7 10:30 12:45 YJ 752 5 13:15 16:30
YJ 751 3,5 10:45 13:00 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 YJ 752 7 15:40 17:55
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 YJ 752 3 15:55 18:10

7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48
YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

yangon to putao putao to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,7 7:00 11:00 YH 836 1,7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4,6 11:00 15:00 YH 826 3 11:00 14:45
YH 826 3 7:00 11:00 YH 832 6 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 YH 832 4 15:00 18:45

W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40

yangon to chiang mai chiang mai to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35

W9 9607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 9608 4,7 17:20 18:10
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B illboards still read 
“Welcome to Arbil, 2014 
Arab Tourism Capital,” 
but most of the visitors 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region 

welcomed last year were people made 
homeless by a jihadist offensive.

It was supposed to be tourism’s 
takeoff year, but the Islamic State (IS) 
group’s June onslaught dashed those 
hopes overnight when it plunged Iraq 
into chaos.

“I cannot even talk about a decline 
in numbers, it’s more like everything 
collapsed,” said Hearsh Ahmad 
Karem, the manager of the Kurdistan 
Hotels and Restaurants Association.

What was a growing US$1 billion 
sector in 2013 came to a screech-
ing halt when IS fighters took over 
large parts of Iraq north and west of 
Baghdad and moved within striking 
distance of Arbil.

Plans for a new zoo, the renova-
tion of Arbil’s UNESCO-listed citadel 
and many similarly ambitious pro-
jects have been halted.

“Instead of getting tourists, we got 
IDPs,” said Karem, referring to the 
900,000 internally displaced persons 
who fled conflict in Iraq and found 
refuge in Kurdistan.

The autonomous three-province 
region has been spared most of the 
violence that tore Iraq apart but Kurd-
ish peshmerga forces were mobilised en 
masse, transport was disrupted and the 
destination’s image took a big hit.

“After June 10, you can’t say we were 
the 2014 tourism capital anymore. Tour-
ism was annihilated,” said Karem.

Iraq hasn’t been an obvious tour-
ism destination in recent decades but 
Kurdistan has long been a holiday 
spot for Iraqi Arabs and was starting 
to draw adventure-seeking foreigners.

While the rest of Iraq mired itself 
in sectarian politics and corruption, 
Kurdistan lured investors and built 
up a region with most of the trap-
pings of a functioning state.

Spectacular waterfalls and snow-
capped mountains, archaeological 
sites and cultural tours, as well as 
a no-visa policy for most Western-
ers meant Kurdistan could attract a 
broad range of visitors.

“Everything was ready. We spent 
a lot to welcome them,” the tourism 
board’s Nadir Rwsty said, adding that 
there were no reliable figures for visi-
tor numbers last year.

Close to 3 million tourists visited 
Arbil in 2013 and estimates pre-
dicted up to 4 million would come 
in 2014.

The oil-producing region had hoped 
to make tourism the second pillar of its 
economy. Now cash is in short supply, 
with oil prices at a six-year low and 
soaring military spending.

Karem said at least 72 hotels have 
closed down over the past six months. 
He said at least as many had empty 
rooms and only kept their restaurants 
running.

The absence of tourists has af-
fected thousands of people who 
worked in hotels, restaurants or as 
taxi drivers.

Sitting in front of his souvenir 
shop at the foot of the citadel in Arbil, 
Burwa Mohamed Aziz said he would 
have to close if business did not pick 
up soon.

“I could make up to 3 or 4 million 
dinars (more than US$3000) a month 
but now it took me four months to 
bring in 1 million,” the 22-year-old 
said. “Consider that my monthly rent 
is 500,000.”

He held up a pair of white klash, 
the traditional hand-knitted Kurd-
ish moccasin made of cotton and 
cowhide that had become a hit with 
foreign tourists.

“They used to snap these things 
up. The few Westerners I get now 
are Arbil residents and know how to 
bargain,” Aziz said, shaking his head.

Baxtiar Sadiq Ahmed runs his own 
travel agency in central Arbil and 
specialises in high-end customised 
tours focusing on the region’s multi-
millennial history.

“Everything was going well. Busi-
ness was really picking up. I was 
expecting up to eight groups in 2014. 
I only had time for two before the 
crisis,” he said.

His tours included sites beyond 
Kurdistan’s official borders and were 
popular with young retirees from 
Europe eager to escape mass tourism 
and discover new cultures.

“I had prepared tours looking at 
the Armenian presence in the region, 
Jewish heritage, Assyrian history or 
the Yazidi shrine town of Lalesh for 
example,” he said.

“There is so much to do – there 
are 700 archeological sites in Arbil 
governorate alone.”

Although visiting Kurdistan 
remained safe throughout the crisis, 
Ahmed said travel agents and their 
insurance companies were worried.

“Now I need to go to Europe to 
market my business properly and 
reassure them. I am ready to pay for 
them to come here and see for them-
selves,” he said. – AFP

ARBIL

Iraqi Kurdistan 
tourism in tatters 
as war drags on

Iraqi street vendors display items at a market located at the bottom of the Arbil 
Citadel on January 13 in Arbil, the capital of the autonomous Kurdish region of 
northern Iraq. Photo: AFP/Safin Hamed

Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

International FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 1,2,3,4,5,6 16:45 17:35
PG 704 1,2,3,4,5,6 18:20 20:15 PG 703 7 17:55 18:45
PG 704 7 19:30 21:45 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 581 Daily 9:10 10:40
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 0:10+1 3K 583 2,3,5 17:20 10:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 14:00 18:00 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 19:10 20:10
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 8M 9507 Daily 13:55 15:05
8M 9508 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:55 15:05
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
KE 472 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 1:10 05:25 KA 252 2,4,6 22:20 00:15+1

KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 724 1,3,5,6 12:50 14:45 PG 723 1,3,5,6 11:00 11:55
W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10
8M 7702 Daily 23:55 07:45+1 8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30

YANGON TO gaya gaya TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 1,3,5,6 10:30 11:50 8M 602 1,3,5,6 12:50 16:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

MANDALAY TO singapore singapore to mandalay
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,6 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30

Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,6 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15
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ACROSS
1 Word before 

“beware!”
6 Extraterrestrial 

realm
11 “If I only ___ a brain”
14 Cloudless sky 

color
15 Two points in time?
16 “___ it or lose it”
17 Vigorous
19 “The city that never 

sleeps,” for short
20 Amarillo’s state
21 Major impact 

evidence
23 Venus, to Serena
26 It may be cut or 

paste?
27 Transparency
28 Insight
30 Horror director Wes
31 Very good-looking 

people
32 Unlike chickens?
33 Guy’s honey
36 Campus concern
37 Bellyache
38 Sicilian landmark
39 A miner matter?
40 Clothes lines
41 Slit open, 

ironically
42 Be about to cry
44 Granitelike rock
45 One who’s left holding 

the bag?
47 Ungentlemanly 

type
48 ___ Wee Reese of 

baseball fame
49 Beat to the finish 

line
50 Felony fire
52 Hockey legend 

Bobby
53 Make confetti
58 Half a cocktail?
59 Turnpike travelers, 

briefly
60 Mama Judd
61 “Got that right”
62 Islamic leaders
63 Word with “singing” or 

“Bible”

DOWN
1 Word with “cross” or 

“crow”
2 Action film staple

 3 Relative of 61-Across
 4 “While” lead-in
 5 Breaks a promise
 6 “Get out!”
 7 Florists’ 

needs
 8 Boxing’s 

“Greatest”
 9 Secret meeting
10 Carve on, as a 

monument
11 It may involve dogs 

and foxes
12 Heretofore
13 Complain about
18 Cart pullers
22 “We” may precede it
23 ___ Domingo

24 Comparatively 
frosty

25 ’60s TV show (with 
“77”)

27 Vegas shooting 
game

29 Encountered
30 Angular hair 

wave
32 Big name in electric 

shavers
34 Biscotto flavoring
35 Spell of forgetfulness
37 Garden flower
38 180 deg. from WSW
40 Warrior of old 

Japan
41 Cause of ruin

43 Always, 
in verse

44 Breathe 
laboriously

45 Pirate’s plunder
46 Distinctive 

atmospheres
47 Symbol of 

Christianity
50 Bit of matter
51 Within reach
54 After-school bake 

sale org.
55 Pigeon’s utterance
56 Down Under 

bird
57 Sample, 

as hot tea

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

I’M TORN By Gia Kilroy

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON



ASIA PLAZA HOTEL 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classifi ed.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffi c Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Offi ce 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
iLo Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
ioM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
unAiDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832
unDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
unDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
unFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
unhCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
uniAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel. 
Tel: 254852, 254853.
uniC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
uniCEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32, 
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
unoDC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
unoPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.
unRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
wFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
who No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAn Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAo Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon.
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road, 
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978. 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
india  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219,
388412, 
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
new Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-2306046-9
Fax : 01-2305805
netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
north Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 7, Gandamar 
St, Yankin Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151, Email:
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland 
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
turkey
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
united Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
united States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313. 
www.cloverhotel.asia. 
info@cloverhotel.asia

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

windsor hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

winner inn 
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
        229358 ~ 61, 
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

MGM hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

hotel Grand united 
(Chinatown)
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown)
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch)
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541 
46420, 09 2541 46421.

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

No.(25, D1), New University
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

Excel River View 
Hotel

Excel Palace Hotel

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAY PYI TAW)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177,
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

153/159,Bogyoke Ag San Rd,
(Cor of 46 st),Botataung Tsp.
Yangon, Myanmar,
Tel: 951-298986,296209,
www.grandlaurelhotel.com

Parkroyal Yangon, 
Myanmar 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp. 
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Offi ce: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffi ce.com, 
www.venturaoffi ce.com

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

BOOK STORES

• 150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
• 15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
• # 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
• # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon.
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BUSINESS SERVICE

CAR RENTAL

• First class VIp 
Limousine car rental.

• professional english 
Speaking Drivers.

• Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

• call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYAnMAr execUTiVe 
liMOUSine SerVice

MYAnMAr execUTiVe 
liMOUSine SerVice

HOT LINE:
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacifi c.
myanmar@gmail.com.

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011, 
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand new Left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive Insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafl eet.com
soe@yomafl eet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933. 
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITION

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center 
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

we STArTed THe AdVerTiSing
indUSTrY in MYAnMAr Since 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

Sule Shangri-La hotel 
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Sakura Residence 
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence 
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

09-252 799 836
09-252 799 837
7 seats, 11 seats, 14 seats, 
22 seats, 33 seats, 45 seats,
amaravehicles@gmail.com

Tel: 09-7349-4483, 
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

happy homes
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Super Car Rental
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        09-2520-92244

SUPER
Car Rental

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-246551, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

DELIVERY SERVICE

Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

COLD STORAGE

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132 
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com, 
glover2812@ gmail.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road, 
7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04. 
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfi tnessmyanmar
@gmail.com
www.realfi tnessmyanmar.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

GLASS

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Ruby & Rare Gems 
of Myanamar

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

News & Business Ideas
facebook “box.com.mm”
http://box.com.mm
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Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by 
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township. 
Tel: 09-855-1383

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 660769, 664363.

HOTEL SUPPLY

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

houSE REntAL
APARtMEnt REntALS 

SERViCED APARtMEntS 
Available immediately

REntAL oFFiCE
oPEn DAiLY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 778, 684 013
phgemarketing@
spa-mm.com, 
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

Capital hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart (Aung San) tel: 
253022, 294765.

SUPERMARKETS

SANITARY WARE

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Offi ce Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32nd St (between Maha 
Bandoola Rd and Merchant 
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

RESORT

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795. 
Mobile. 09-512-3049. 
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Golden Land Real Estate
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        01-242370

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Executive Serviced Offi ces
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTURE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

Executive Serviced 
Offi ce, Registered 
and Virtual Offi ce, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.offi cehubservices,com

SCHOOLS

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

No.695, Mahabandoola 
Road, (Between 19th & 
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha 
Township, Yangon.
Ph: 01-395816, 396817

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

INSURANCE

Fire, Motor and Life 
Insurance
44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel : 01- 8610656        
Mob : 09-420053502
Email: tiffany@gw-
insurance.com
www.gw-insurance.com

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

REAL ESTATE

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

NO.61, 2nd Floor, 101 Street,
Kandawlay, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Ph: 01-205102, 09 2603 
60932, 09 2603 60933,
09 3334 6666

Intl Quality Uniform & 
Promo Gifts
for Corporate, Hotel, F&B
Tel: (959) 972 154 990,
Email: suchada@
stgroupholdings.com

Grohe
Bath Room Accessories, 
79-B3/B3, East Shwe Gone 
Dine, Near SSC Women’s 
Center, Bahan.
Tel : 01-401083, 09-
73011100, 09-73056736

web Services
All the way from Australia –
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

water treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
company limited

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road.
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offi ces, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided,
Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON



PropertyGeneral

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax	 : 01-254158
By Email	 : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By Mail	 : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

Buy space ON THESE PAGES
Call: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
Sell / Rent

KAMAYUT, Diamond 
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600 
sqft, 1MBR, 2BR, 3A/C, 
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35 
Lakhs, Call Owner: 09-
518-8320

Housing for Rent
Pabedan, 3rd Flr, 27th St 
(Middle), , 25'x50' (Lift), 
2SR, 1MBR, 2 aircon, 7 
Lakhs, Ph: 09-510-4881, 
09-730-73226. 

BAHAN, (1)Pearl Condo 
New Bld. 1600sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, f.f, 25 Lakhs. (2)New 
University Ave Rd, 2 Flr,  
40' x 60', 3MBR, 5A/C, Ph, 
f.f, 25 Lakhs, (3) Yankin 
Centre, 1705 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, Ph, 4A/C, f.f, 15 
Lakhs (5) New University 
Ave Lane, 2Flr, 22'x55', 
1MBR, 1SR, f.f, 15 Lakhs, 
Maureen: 09-518-8320.

Office Suites for 
Lease, Pearl Centre, 
Bahan Township, Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sqft available 
at affordable rates. 
Contact: 09 430 30 288 
slee888@gmail.com

Brand New 3 bedroom 
Condominium on Strand 
Rd with beautiful Pagoda 
view. All rooms with 
brand new aircons. 
International standard 
renovation, high quality 
marble & teak timber 
floor. Partial/ fully 
furnished. Monthly rental 
US$2,900. (2).New 4 
bedroom condominium 
2000 sqft near Parkroyal 
Hotel for rent. Top 
quality renovation –6  
Brand new aircons, 
beautiful marble floor, 
all bedroom high quality 
teak wood flooring.   
Partial/fully furnished.  
US$4000. Please call  
09-4210-50471 or email 
yangonproper t ies@
gmail.com for viewing.

CONDO, Near University 
avenue st & Yankin 
center,1200 sqft , 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture,USD 
2500. Near Chatrium 
hotel, 1200 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, USD 
1500. Good for office and 
coffee shop,1200 sqft, G  
flr, hall type, inside 3 flat, 
USD 1800. Kandawgyi 
Condo, 1250 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, facing 
to Kandawgyi view. 
USD 2500. Driving from 
Sedona Hotel 10 minutes, 
Chan dar gon young 
condo,  swimming pool, 
Gem, 5 stories, free car 
park, 1250 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, fully furniture, USD 
1600. No need agent, 
Ph:09-250 270 3331.

Sanchaung, 5th Floor, 
Tha Yett Taw St, 12.5' x  
50', Hall Type. Other 
Inclusive:Sunshade & 
Iron Bars on all windows 
& doors. Negotiatable 
price: Ks 550 Lakhs.  Ph: 
09-500- 2313

Golden Valley, 7800 
Sqft, 3 stories, 5MBR, fully 
furnish, 5 car park, USD 
25000. Golden Valley, 
5600 Sqft, 2 stories, 
4MBR, USD 10000. 
Near Parami Rd & Kaba 
Aye Rd, 4500 sqft, 1MBR, 
2SR, Europeans house 
style  with lawn, 2 car 
park.USD 5000. Near 
USA Embassy & Seik 
Le Kan dar St, 6300sqft, 
2 stories,  2MBR, 2SR, 
semi furniture, USD 
7000. Near Weizayandar 
St, 3000Sqft,3 stories, 2 
MBR, 2SR, new building, 
semi furniture USD 5000. 
Ba Ho St, 6500 sqft, 2 
stories, 8MBR, USD 
10000. No need agent, 
Ph: 09-2527-9 3331 

Heritage office space 
for rent, Fully renovated 
office for rent, based in 
a 100 year old heritage 
building in downtown 
Yangon on 44th street. 
Total about 130 m2 
(including mezzanine 
and rooftop terrace) on 
the first floor. Separate 
entrance with impressive 
antique wooden 
staircase, high ceilings 
and many beautiful 
authentic finishing’s. Ideal 
for small organization 
(5-8 staff) looking for 
a representative and 
tasteful office space with 
character. 1500 Usd / 
month - 3 year contract 
and monthly payment 
possible. Available from 1 
February 2015. Contact: 
edwinbriels@gmail.com 
or 09-7319 9668

highland Avenue, 7 
Mile Pyay Rd, (Near 
WHO, UNODC, UNOPS, 
Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway & Brazil 
Embassies) 100x100, 
4MBR, 6AC, Semi 
Furnished, Internet, 
USD 6000, 9666745, 
09-201-5143, Email: 
yinyinkyi16@gmail.com

Myaynigone, Newly 
decorated apartment, 
good lighting & ventilation 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Ventilation_%28arc
hitecture%29>high floor, 
clear view to Shwe Dagon 
Pagoda at quiet location, 
walking distance to Myay 
Ni Gone City Mart, Dagon 
Centre, close to Uwizara 
Rd. Rental fee $1,000/
month. Ph:09-2500-
84265, 09-2500-84265, 
09-4306-7111.

bahan, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2 
RC house, 3 Rooms 
with Toilet, 3AC, 2 
Cable phones, wide 
Car Parking. USD 1700 
per month, Ph: 09-312-
87827, 09-7958-84155.

SOUTH OKKALAPA, 
Innwa St, Block 6, 75 
meters away from Thitsar 
Road & Wayzayantar 
Rd, 15 minutes drive 
to Sedona Hotel, Kabar  
Aye  Pagoda Rd. 19' x 58'; 
5th Flr, Pile Foundation, 
1MBR, 1SR, Kitchen, 
living Rm, 1 Bathroom, 
1 Toilet for common use, 
Korea Parquet Flooring, 
full furnished, 3 AC, 
Beds, Mattresses, Gas 
Cooker, Fridge, Washing 
Machine, Settee for living 
room, Water heaters for 
Bathroom, Own Meter & 
Motor for Water Filling, 
Underground Water 
Tank, 1000 L Overhead 
Water Tank. Call 95 9 250 
282 178, 95 9 513 7629

Modern  House for Office 
/ Residental : No.112 (D), 
Thanlwin Rd (former 
windermere) Golden 
Valley (1), Bahan, 2½ 
Storey-Building, 1MBR 
(Bathroom attached), 
3SR, Dinning Kitchenette, 
Spacious living room, 

Broad verandah Sky-
view, Nice Lawn & 
Good ventilation, 3000 
sqft (total), Line phone 
connected with internet, 
6/8 Cars parking space 
avaliable, Main Thanlwin 
Rd, Connection both to 
University Avenue Rd 
and to Inya Rd, Subject 
to negotiatlion on interest. 
Ph : 09-502-1117.

(1).Near Shwedagon  
Pagoda, near Embassy 
area, new condominium, 
1800 Sqft, 3 MBR, fully 
furniture , USD 5000. (2).
Near Kandawgyi lake, 
1250 Sqft, 1 MBR , 2 
SR, semi furniture, USD 
2500. (3).Near Junction 
Square and SK hot pot, 
4 Flr apartment , 1200 
sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, semi 
furniture, 1500 USD. 
(4).Near Park Royal 
hote, condominium 
pen house, 2000 Sqft, 
1 MBR, 2 SR, fully 
furniture, 4500 USD. (5).
Near Kandaw gyi hotel, 
condominium, nice 
view,2500 Sqft, 2 MBR, 
2 SR, fully furniture, 5000 
USD. Ph: 09-4921 4276.

(1).Golden valley, 
Inyar Myaing St, 5600 
Sqft, 3MBR, 1SR, fully 
furniture, 7000 USD. (2).
Golden valley, Than Lwin 
street, 2 RC, 7500 Sqft, 5 
MR, fully furnished , USD 
12000. (3).Yankin, near 
Aung Zayya St, 3RC, 
5600 Sqft, 2MBR, 2SR, 
good for residence. USD 
4000. (4).Thuwana, Bo 
Joke quarter, 2 RC, 7800 
Sqft, 1MBR, 3SR, good 
for use office, USD 4000. 
Ph: 09-2527-03331.

office space to let  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - Ph: 
0 9 - 2 5 2 3 - 5 9 3 5 5 .
Email : office-mm@
uniteammarine.com, 
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon 

Housing for Sale
Bagan land for sale10, 
acres.(US$ 3.5 lakhs) 
only. Contact:Victor:09 
4236 60602. Viber Ph: 
61 469 049 713.

Hmawbi just off street 
land 12,acres for sale 
suitable for to build up 
factory, ware house 
and etc:, just for US$ 
3.75,Lakhs only.Contact 
Victor:09-4236-60602. 
Viber mb:+61 469 049 
713 Email: vtchit@gmail.
com

Mayangone, Muditar 
Condo 1, 8 th Flr, 650 
sqft, Parquet, lift, Special 
Discount (Until 2014 
Dec) Price - 275 lakhs. 
Ph:09-2542-09327, 09-
730-28441, 01-226885

Mawlamyine, 2RC 
(water + electricity 
included), 60'x80', on 
Bogyote Aung San 
Rd, near Mawlamyine 
University. Price: 
negotiable. Ph: 09-515-
8738

Kandawgyi condo, 
nice view with all big  
glass window around, 2 
rooms, 2 bathrooms and 
toilets, hot water system., 
decorated with european 
style and standard quality, 
eighth floor, 2200 sqft, 
4000 Lakh. (nego:) Ph: 
09-7954-13742

(1)Pearl Condo, 1750 
sqft, New building,Good 
water for 3500 Lakhs. 
(4) Pyay Rd, Diamond 
Condo, 1650 sqft, Nice 
View, Newly Rm, Nobody 
Stay there.  4500 Lakhs. 
Call Maureen: 09-518-
8320.

Education
special for Maths for Int'l  
School  &  Pre-University 
level Algebra, Geometry, 
Calculus & Statistics 
IGCSE (Edexcel/ 
Cambridge), SAT & IB 
exam, Tr. Kaung Myat 
BE (PE). If you want to 
be outstanding in Maths, 
Please Contact me. Ph: 
09-731-42020. 

English ( home tuition), 
speaking, grammar, 
issue. letter, academic 
writing. SAT. TOEFL. 
IELT.GCE, IGCSE. 
GMAT four skills . local  
& international  school 
English : English  for  
Japaneses children  
and  adult -  home  tuition 
courses  are  avail e  
now. You can contact to  
SayaU Kyi Sin (Mumyint  
Thar) Ph:09-4210-67-
375, www.kyisinplb.
blogspot.com

STUDY GUIDE, Need 
help with your studies? 
I can ensure that you 
have that extra time and 
attention you need to 
succeed. I am a qualified 
tutor, with stright A's in 
GCE A levels and four 
gears of experience, 
tutring students of Grade 
5 ~ 12, GCE O and A 
levels, Sat and IELTS. 
Ph: 01-253543, 09-519-
0543.

M ath   e mat   i c s 
Teaching : Students 
(Grade 1 to 9 from 
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon 
Academy, MIS & 
MISY) who are weak 
in Mathsand don’t 
know how to solve the 
problems. Guide : only 
Maths for IGCSE O 
Level students who will 
sit for the exam in 2015. 
DawNaingNaingAung, 
B.Com (Q), No. (6), 
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw, 
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 
09-500-4993.

guide for 2nd M.B.,B.S, 
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.

PRIMARY - International 
school, Private school: 
Kg to Primary 4 Home 
guide. Ph: 09-4200-
33613.

IGCSE, GCE, SAT,  
PHYSICS. Saya U M 
T (since 1984). Ph: 09- 
730- 52859

English for international 
school students who 
want to practice or 

improve their English 
including literature and 
language art (principle of 
written English) for SAT . 
If you had tried as much 
as you can to follow the 
lesson and  you will get 
good experiences & skill.
This program will help 
you capability and fill 
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students 
can study in a small 
class. U Thant Zin, 28-
3B, Thati Pahtan St, 
Tamwe, Ph:01- 5035350, 
09-3102-1314, 09-3192-
4423.

Teaching and guide, 
KG to Primary 6. For 
Int'l school (MIS . YIS. 
MISY. ILBC. CISM. 
ISM. PISM. TOTAL. 
Horizon.) Ph:09-4200-
87050.

LCCI Level I,II & III, 
Teaching, Study guide 
& Old questions. Ph: 
09-4211-34427.

Expert Services
Z CL  ( Y . U . F . L ) 
Translation Service. Ph 
: 09-250-666325. email: 
atar1990@gmail.com

Translating & 
Interpreting Service: 
Part time service for 
English to Burmese 
to English. For 
business Correspond 
ing, Emails, Faxs & 
letters. Conferences & 
business communities 
for Local companies 
and offices. Service 
offered in person, by 
phone and fax, mobile 
and emails.  Phone: 09-
2540-43372

Myanmar Access 
Int'l Co., Ltd provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme, HR 
Develop ment 
P r o g r a m m e , 
Hospitality Manage 
ment Programme, 
Project Management 
Programme, English 
Training Programme. 
If you are interested, 
please contact us at 
Ph: 09-731-18749, 
09-732-40764 or  
email : zinminpon@
g m a i l . c o m , 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

foc Rental Services of 
condos, landed houses, 
offices and commercial 
properties. Our listings 
can be checked in http://

goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email: 
dr. th ihath i t@ic loud.
com, 09-430-83781. 

For Rent
We have Cars for 
rent. (Expert use only).  
Mid size wagon. Now 
only350.000kyats per 
month with deposit for 
long term. company ID 
required. Call 09 730 
33776.

For Sale

Iphone 6 16GB, 2 
silver, 1 gold for sale. 
Brand new sealed 
in box. 720,000 ks. 
cookiehustler@gmail.
com, 09972993330

Urgent Selling, 
Discount Price, Red 
link internet Red link 
internet, Yadnapon 
internet, Yadnapon 
internet. Ph:09-4217-
44300. Ph:09-4217- 
44300

Language
Teaching Myanmar 
language for adults  
Near Myay Ni Gone 
City Mart, Sanchaung. 
Tel: 09-4200-30782, 
09- 972 148 283  http://
www.facebook.com/
ronald.large.92 

Teaching English 
for adults Near Myay 
Ni Gone City Mart, 
Sanchaung. 09-4200- 
30 782,  09-972148 283

The FREE fun way 
to learn English.  
mm.eng l i sh -a t tack .
com  Promotional code 
for free account MFA2.  

I’m an experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar. I have over 
6 years teaching in 

Singapore. Please do 
not hesitate to contact 
me for an evaluation.  
I’m a professional 
teacher who will help 
you improve your 
speaking, reading and 
writing skills. I use 
Singaporean text books 
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading and writing in 
Mandarin. I’m available 
Monday-Sunday with 
a flexible schedule. 
I also teaching 
Myanmar Language to 
all Foreigner. For more 
details please call the 
number below. If I don’t 
answer please send me 
a SMS and I will get 
back to you as soon as 
possible. Elizabeth Bao 
Shi : 095-9-516-2988

U MYA HAN, French, 
English & Myanmar  
Classes. Ph: 09-731- 
74940

Native speaker from 
Canada with BA & MA 
and almost 20 years 
of experience teaching 
Asian students. Most 
of my students like 
me because I am 
very kind and friendly, 
and I try to encourage 
them in their language 
learning.  I can help you 
with your pronunciation, 
listening, IELTS and 
other skills. Please call 
me at 09 2600 24934.

WITHIN 24 hours can 
make you confident 
in Burmese Language 
speaking scripts! 
Teacher Phyu Phyu 
Khin : 09-4200-52527, 
phyuporcupine@gmail.
com, Add : 56/I, Thiri 
Marlar Lane, 7.5 mile, 
Pyay Rd, Yangon.

Travel
JPM Journeys Princess 
Myanmar Travel & 
Tours : Domestic & 
Int'l ticketion, Hotel 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
bookings, Package 
tours, Visa on arrival, 
Publics buses, 
trains, river boats, 
Off the beaten track, 
Individually tailored 
incentive tours, Special 
event tours, Expert 
guides for all journeys 
princess Myanmar 
tours. Ph: 09-731-
45835, 09-252-030997. 
Email : jpm.sales3@

gmail.com, jpm.rsvn@
gmail.com

Training

Mandalay Computer: 
Computer for Kids, 
Basic Accounting for 
Job I-Office ,  Advanced 
Excel Course, DTP 
Course  MYOB 
Software, Peach Tree 
Software, Window 
Shortcut Course, Email 
& Internet Course  
Mp3, Mp4, Video 
Editing, Multimedia  
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

Art Basic , 
Perspective, Interior 
Design, Exterior Design 
& Colour Theory. Learn 
Art 5 months to be a 
professional architect. 
Only 2 months for 
Special classes. Home 
tuition also available. 
New Vision Art Gallery 
and Center,No 132 
lift no: 4 Bagaya Rd, 
Sanchaung, Shann 
Lann  Bus top, Ph: 09-
2542-57911

Public Notics
Community Partners 
International, Yangon 
office relocated to the 
following address- No. 
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane, 
Parami  Road, Chaw 
dwin gone, Yankin 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: + 95 1 
657909

The Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia is pleased 
to invite pre-qualified 
companies to tender for 
supply and installation 
of Physical Security 
System  at Embassy 
Building. All interested 
Tenders are required 
in advance to purchase 
the Documents for 
specification and 
General Contractual 
terms, which will be 
obtained from: The 
Royal Embassy of 
Saudi Arabia : No.6S, 
InyaYeiktha Street, 
Ward 10, Mayangone, 
Yangon, Myanmar

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.
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Ingo Position
(1) National  Mine Risk 
Education Coordinator      
(Yangon) 1 Post (2) 
Mine Risk Education 
Coordinator (Myitkyina) 
1 Post (3)Supporting 
Officer (Lashio) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, myanmar 
redcrosssociety.org

Myanmar Red Cross 
Society is seeking (1) 
Branch WASH Officer 
1 post in Mogok:  
University Degree 
in Civil Engineering, 
Geology, Hydrology or 
related fields. Effective 
computer knowledge 
and English language 
skills. (2)Field Assistant 
1 post in Maikai : At least 
minimum high school 
level. 1 year previous 
experience. Good 
knowledge of English is 
and asset.  Red Cross 
volunteers are preferable. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society Head 
Office, Yazathingaha Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Or mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, Closing date: 
12.2.2015.

(1)Branch Wash 
Officer (Mogok) 1 post (2)
Field Assistant (Malaria)
(Maikai) 1 post (3)Field 
Assistant (CP  (Bago) 1 
post (4)Field Supervisor 
(CPP) (Pyay/Bago) 2 
posts.(5)Monitoring & 
Reporting Officer (Nay 
Pyi Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office)Yazatingaha Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.myanmar 
redcross society.org.

(1)Legal Advisor  
(Nay Pyi Taw / Yangon) 
1 Post (2)Logistics 
Development Officer 
(NayPyiTaw) 1 Post (3) 
Restoring Family Link 
(RFL) Coordinator (Nay 
Pyi Taw / Yangon) 1 Post. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha  Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.Myanmar 
redcross society.org

(1)Communication 
Officer (Nay Pyi Taw) 
1 Post. (2)Program 
Coordinator Nay Pyi 
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post 
(2)Logistics Officer 
(Myitkyina) - 1 Post. 
Please send  application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red  Cross  Society  (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.myanmar 
redcross society.org

Local Positions
SMEC Myanmar is seeking 
the following short teams 
(6-8 months) positions 
to suppport it project 
team with respect to 
environmental and social 
impact asses sment 
procedures for a proposed 
large infrastructure 
project. Senior-
Government liasion and 
stakeholder Specialist. 
15 years of experience 
in leading. Conducting in 
leading, conducting and 
organising stakeholder 
consultation. Position 
is based in Yangon but 
frequent travel to shan 
state. Environmental 
imapct Asscessment 
Specialist. 10 years 
experience in environ 
mental and social impact 
assessment and related 
filelds. Position is based in 
Yangon but frequent travel 
to shan state. Hydrology, 
Sediment and Water 
Qaulity Specialist. The 
applicant should have 
tertiray qualifications in 
environmental sciences 
or water resources 

engineering knowledge 
and experience in 
environmental & social 
impact assessments. 
Position is based in 
Yangon but frequent 
tavel to shan state. Please 
email applications and any 
enquiries to myanmar@
smec.com by Feburary. 
Ph : 01-8603578.

MYANMAR COSCO Ltd 
is seeking (Full time) (1)
Accountant  : B.Com, 
Diploma in Accounting 
(LCCI), CAT & ACCA  with 
2 years experience; or 
equivalent combination 
of education & experien 
ce. Good command 
of English. Chinese is 
preferable. Computer 
literate, (2)Cashier : 
University Degree in 
F inance/Account ing 
or Diploma in LCCI or 
CAT. 2 years in related 
job(s) by handling cash 
payments, bank process 
& treasury management. 
Good command of 
English. Chinese is 
preferable. Computer 
literate Excellent 
accounting skills. (3)
Senior Executive 
(Admin Department): 
ABE diploma in 
business management 
is preferable, University 
graduate, 5 years 
experience, Good 
command of English 
& Mandarin. Good 
experience in using 
a variety of software 
packages, such as 
Microsoft Word, Outlook, 
Powerpoint, Excel, 
Access, etc., to produce 
correspondence & 
documents and maintain 
records, spreadsheets 
& databases. Pls 
send CV to admin@
cosco.com.mm. (151), 
Rm (B-503),5th Flr, 
Myawaddy Bank Luxury 
Complex, Corner of 
Bogyoke Aung San St & 
Wardan St, Lanmadaw, 
Yangon. Closing date : 
16.2.2015. 

myanmar Travel is 
seeking 3 Tour Operation 
& Reservation 
(Myanmar Citizen only) : 
1 year experience as Tour 
Operator for the inbound 
travel company. Fluency 
in English both speaking 
and writing. Possess 
computer proficiency: 
Microsoft Office, Excel. 
Interested person send 
CV (with photo attached) 
to Ma Nway Nway Eai, 
Country Manager, Email: 
resal@myanmartravel.
com, Ph: 09-430-74201.

I n t e r n at  i o n a l 
Managed 4 Star Hotel with 
111 rooms, 3 F&B Outlets 
and Wellness Center has 
vacancy for the followings: 
Administration: (1).HR 
& Training Manager : 
Responsible for Hotel 
Human Resource and 
training program, 3 ~ 5 
year experience in Hotel 
HR dept. (2).Executive 
Secretary : PA to General 
Manager with overall 

Administration.Speak and 
write good English. Able to 
do  Reports and Minutes. 
(3).F&B Secretary : 2 
~ 3 year experience in 
F&B Admin. Admin. staff 
in hotel can also apply. 
Computer usage is 
compulsory. (4).Business 
Centre: Supervisor : 
Admini stration of Center 
with Guests relation 
experiences. All Guests 
administration duties 
for a business center. 
(5).Room Reservation:  
Reservation Super 
visor : 2 ~ 3 years 
of hotel reservation 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
Reservation Co-
coordinator  with 1 ~ 2 
years hotel reservation 
administration. (6).
Drivers : 2~ 3 years 
experience with good 
and clean driving record. 
Able to converse in 
basic English. Required 
to pick up International 
guests. Knowledge of 
local sights. Those with 
International Hotel locally 
or oversea experience 
are preferred. Apply with 
confidence with headline 
of job apply to skyeogi@
gmail.com. Closing date 
28 Feb. 2015. 

Myanmar Food 
Co., Ltd is seeking (1).
Brand manager (2).HR 
assistant - M/F 1 post (3).
Store Keeper - M/F (4).
Service Provider - M/F 
20 posts (5).Customer 
Service Executive 
(Hostess) M/F 2 posts 
(6).Admin Executive - 
M/F 1 post (7).Quality 
Control - M/F 1 post (8).
Service Engineer - M 
1 post . Plese cubmit to 
Myanmar Food Co., Ltd , 
ph: 09- 730- 99383, mfft.
hr@gmail.com 

 Myanmar Lifestyle 
Co.ltd, is seeking (1). 
Marketing Manager 
- M/F 1 post (2).Retail 
Operation Manger - 
M/F 1 post (3).Brand 
Manager - F 3 posts 
(4).Sales & Marketing 
Operation Assistant 
- F 1 post (5).Admin 
Executive - M/F 1 post 
(6).Operation assistant     
- M/F 1 post (7). Graphic 
Designer - M/F 1 post :  
Age 20 ~ 35, Experiences 
– 1 year in some related 
fields. Please submit 
to  Myanmar Lifestyle 
Co. Ltd., Ph:+95 9 3361 
1110, sevenfridaymm@
gmail.com 

(1) Trainee Accountant 
- M /F 1 Post (2) Assistant 
Accountant- M/F 1 Post 
(3) Senior Accountant- 
M/F 1 Post (4) Office 
Secretary / Executive 
Secretary- F 1 Post (5) 
Estate Coordinator - F 
1 Post (6) Technical 
Assistant  – M 1 Post. 
For all posts must 
be speak  English. 
Please submit CV with 
necessary documents 
to 17, Shwe Tha Pyay 
Yeik Mon 2, Nawarat St, 
10 South/North quarter, 

Thaketa.Email- wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com  Ph: 09-4211-66892

I n t e r n at  i o n a l 
Managed 4 Star Hotel 
with 111 rooms, 3 F&B 
Outlets and Wellness 
Center has vacancy for 
the followings: (1.)EAM 
. Assisting Hotel GM in 
overall operations, Strong 
Sales background, with 
International hotels 
experience (2)Sales 
Managers: Responsible 
for overall Hotel, Banquet 
& Membership sales. 
Managed Team of  Sales 
Executives. Speak and 
write good English with 
a good PR approach. 
(3).Sales Executives 
: Reporting to Sales 
Manager for the success 
of Sales Team (4).
Wellness Manager:  Able 
to managed Center with 
Gym, Salon & Wellness. 
Responsible for P&L and 
membership promotion. 
(5).Salon Supervisor: 
Able to managed the 
Salon with profitability. 
Good incentive. (6).
Wellness: Supervisor 
.Managed wellness 
center profitability with 
incentive. F&B Dept: 
(7).F&B Manager to 
managed F&B Operation 
with Good Banquet 
operations background.   
Staff training & under 
stand local market 
environment. (8).
Restaurant Manager. 
Must able to managed 
Western Restaurant and 
Banqueting.(9).Sous 
Chef:  Int'l Trained cooks. 
(10).Guest Relation 
Officer: Must speak and 
write English. University 
graduates. (11).Lobby 
Duty  Manager : With Int'l 
hotel experience.. Speak 
and write English. Have a 
good PR approach.  (12).
IT Manager : Incharge 
of Hotel IT system. Int'l 
Hotel locally or oversea 
experience are preferred. 
Apply with confidence 
with headline of job apply 
to skyeogi@gmail.com 
Closing date: 28, Feb. 
2015. 

INTER GROUP of 
companies is seeking 
( 1 ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant - F : Degree 
Holder, 3 years  
experience, Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate. (2)Accounts 
Executive - M/ F :ACCA 
or B.Com, 3 years 
experience in full set of 
Accounts preparation, 
Must have experience 
in MYOB, Great team 
player with excellent 
communication & 
interpersonal skills, Able 
to multi-tasks and meet 
tight reporting deadlines, 
Excellent in English, 
Computer literate, Willing 
to travel overseas for 
training and must hold 
valid passport. Please 
submit detailed CV in 
person or by email, stating 
your current & expected 

salary, date of availability, 
reason for leaving and a 
recent passport photo to :  
7(D), 1st Flr, 6 Miles, Pyay 
Rd, Hlaing, Yangon, Tel: 
09-7310 5353, 09-7310 
5340 Email:   hr-ygn@
icononline.net 

(1)Marketing Manager 
- F 5 posts must be 
interesting in real estate  
business,  age between 
25 to 35, good looking 
(2)Computer- F 3 posts 
word, Excel, page maker, 
photo shop (3)Driver - M 
3 posts 5 years license, 
Age between 30 to 45 
years old. contact phone : 
09-4201-14749, 09-4211- 
77105.

wanted Office Staff. 
Must be graduated. 
Fluent in English, Good 
knowledge in MS word/ 
excel. Able to work in 
door/ out door. Interested 
person apply CV to 
No.243, 4th Flr, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Middle Block, 
Kyauktada, Tel: 09-420 
731246.

A restaurant is looking 
for a general manager. 
300,000 - 450,000 ks/
month and 5% profits, 
cookiehustler@gmail.
com, 09-9729-93330

Turquoise mountain  
is seeking experienced 
architect (individual 
or practice) required to 
undertake full measured 
and condition survey of 
historic building. Please 
contact, email: harry@
turquo isemount ian .
orgtel: 09-979-786 575.

English speaking & 
writing staff for English 
magazine. cnucontents@
hanmail.net ph: 09-4500-
65916

GYMBOREE PLAY 
& Music is seeking  
Marketing :  at least 1 year 
experience, Good English 
speaking, Basic computer 
skill,    Good character & 
responsibility. Job Details: 
to initiative business 
development activities. 
Conduct market research 
Contacting prospects, 
negotiation and clients 
visit. Job Location: Pearl  
Condo, Kabar  Aye  
Pagoda Rd, Yangon. 
Type of Employment: Full 
time. About the company: 
Gymboree Play & Music 
is the world’s leading 
parent-child interactive 
play, music and arts 
program for children ages 
newborn to five years. 
Address : Block C, Pearl 
Condo, 2 Flr, Bahan. Ph: 
09-259-999113.

Exo Travel is seeking (1)
French Speaking Travel 
Consultant : 2 years 
experience in Tourism 
Industry or Related field, 
Pro-active, team spirit, 
good organisational & 
problem solving skill, 
Strong sales & customer 
service focus, Possess 
computer proficiency 
: MS office, Excellent 
command of written & 
spoken in French. (2)
English Speaking 

Travel Consultant : 2 
years experience, Pro-
active & Team spirit, 
good organizational and 
problem solving skill,  
Excellent interpersonal 
skills & communication 
skills, Strong sales & 
customer service focus, 
Possess computer 
proficiency. Good 
communication in 
English. (Only those 
with a genuine interest 
in joining a professional 
travel company for 
long-term commitment 
need apply.). Please 
send a detailed resume 
mentioning the reason 
of leaving and attached 
recent photo and other 
relevant documents to HR 
Manager at memecho@
exotravel.com. 

Golden Hill Tower is 
seeking F&B Manager 
- M/F 1 post : Proficient 
in English four skills. 
Proven experience using 
computers especially 
Office Application. A 
university degree holder. 
2-3 years experience. 
Excellent interpersonal 
& communication skills. 
Able to work under 
pressure. Commencing 
Salary –US$600 Please 
submit to HR Dept of 
Golden Hill Tower No. 
24-26, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp

aung Chan Tha Trading 
Co., Ltd. is seeking (1)
Sales Executive - M 
5 Posts : Any graduate 
(More Preferable BE or 
B Tech (Mechanical). 
3 years experience. 
Age 25~30. (2)Sales 
Engineer - M/F 10 Post 
: Any graduate (More 
Preferable A.G.T.I or B 
Tech). Age 20~25. (3)
Engineer Trainee - M 
10 Posts : BE, B Tech or 
AGTI (Fresh graduate). 
Age 20~25. (4)Office 
Driver - M  2 Posts : 
5 years experience. 
Kha - valid driving 
license. 30-40 years. 
Interested applicants 
are requested to mail 
covering letter, curriculum 
vitae, 2 passport photo 
& photocopies of the 
graduation certificates, 
national registration 
card, labor registration 
card, police clearance, 
household census list to 
HR Manager,  Aung chan 
Tha Trading Co., Ltd. 54 

A, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Near Nawaday 
Intersection, Mayangone, 
Yangon within 2 weeks. 

Bulgogi Brothers 
Korean BBQ Restaurant 
is seeking (1)Kitchen 
Staff - M/F 15 posts (2) 
Service Staff - M/F 15 
posts (3)Cashier - F 
2   posts (4)Driver - M 
1   post. All post have 
basic English and work 
experience in smilar field. 
No.135/5, Mawyawaddy 
Lane, 8.5 Mile, 
Mayangone, Yangon. 
Ph: 01-667061, 09-796-
307128, 09-730-90465. 
Email: bulgogibrothers.
myanmar@gmail.com

machinery & Solutions 
Co.,Ltd is seeking (1)
Project Manager 
(Government & Foreign 
Investment Project) - 
Any graduate with MBA.  
5 years experience in 
Engineering field. Age 
35 ~ 45. (2)Logistics 
Manager - 3 years 
experience in Logistics/ 
Freight Forwarding 
field. Well conversant in 
English. (3) Business 
Development Executive 
- BBA or B.A (English). 
Age 21 & above. (4) 
Management Trainee 
- Any engineering  
graduate.  (5)Project/ 
Proposal Engineer 
(Mechanical/ Electrical/ 
Petroleum/ Electronic) - 
Any engineering graduate 
or technical diploma 
holder. 1 year experience. 
(6) Site & QS Engineer 
(Civil) - AGTI or BE (Civil). 
1 year experience. (7)
Jnr. Geologist - B.Sc 
(Geology) Graduate.  
(8)Accountant - Any 
graduate with LCCI 
Level 3 Holder. 1 year 
experience. Experience or 
Training in Computerized 
Accounting Software. (9)
Finance Manager - 5 
years experience in 
Finance field. ACCA, CP/ 
CPA qualification. (10) 
Engineer/ Technician 
(Valves Repair Service) 
- Experience in Valves 
Repair Service. Prefer 
with overseas  experience. 
(11)Travel Coordinator - 
Any graduate with Travel 
& Tour Experience. 
Mainly, Fluent in English. 
(4 skills). Age 20 ~ 40. 
(12)Drivers - 3 years 
driving experience. 
Accommodation can be 

provided. Competitive 
salary shall be provided 
to relevant personnel 
with experience. Please 
send complete resume 
with expected salary to 
hr.mnsenergy@gmail.
com, by 15th February, 
2015

Yangon International 
School (YIS) is looking 
for candidates for the 
following position. 
Teacher Assistant 
Requirements: A bachelor 
degree holder, good 
command of both English 
and Myanmar languages 
and ability to work with 
expat teachers. Please 
send a CV and a brief 
cover letter to twphyo@
yismyanmar.com or 
YIS, 117, Thumingalar 
Lannmagyi, Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun, 
Yangon.  Ph : 01 578171, 
01 573149. The position is 
open until filled.

Our Organisation 
is a leading provider 
of Project Engineering 
and Engineering Supply 
based in Myanmar. We 
are in collaboration and 
develop joint venture 
with MNCs in Power, 
Real Estate, Dairy Farm 
and Agriculture Sector 
is seeking(1)Project 
Planning Manager 
(2)General Manager 
(Special Project) (3)
Business Development 
Manager (4)Personal 
Assistant to CEO (Male 
Only) (5)	
Operation Manager 
(Trading / Power 
Industry) (6)Project 
Sales Manager. Please 
send CV & cover letter, 
including your salary 
expectations, to Email-
h r . s t c l @ s u p r e m e -
companies.com. You 
can see more details of 
Job Descriptions from 
www.myanmarjobsdb.
com,www.myanmar-
network.net, www.work.
com.mm. The successful 
candidates can expect 
high competitive salary 
and benefits.

we are looking for 
tuition teacher 
Subject: Mathematics 
(International School 
Syllabus), Language: 
Must be teach in English. 
Standard: Grade 9 (Year 
10), Ph: 556899, 553759, 
543376. Daw Khin Myo 
Myat: 094210-26116.

Positions Available
( Hotel Industry )

As the first Yacht Club on Myanmar’s Bay of Bengal, we strive for  
providing an excellent home for both sun seekers and sailing  
enthusiasts from all over the world. With a new resort in Ngwe Saung 
Beach’s hotel zone, we are seeking applications from dynamic and  
highly motivated candidates for the following positions:

General Manager ( Local or Expatriate ) - 1 position
•	 Minimum of Bachelor degree.
•	 In depth knowledge and experience in budgeting and business 

planning.
•	 Exceptional interpersonal skill, extensive computer skill, strong  

business sense, strong financial and marketing expertise and  
outstanding leadership skill.

•	 Self-starter, proactive, professional and presentable person with 
excellent communication skill.

•	 Proven ability to handle responsibility.
•	 Good understanding of the entire hotel operation and with track 

record in revenue management.
•	 Minimum of (5) years Resort/hotel experiences as Management 

Level.
•	 Must be able to stay at Ngwe Saung Beach, Ayeyarwaddy Division, 

Myanmar.

Human Resources Officer ( Local ) - 1 position
•	 Any Gradiate wotj Diploma / Certificate in HR Management.
•	 Minimum ( 3 ~ 4 ) years working experience in HR Field.
•	 Strong supervising, organizing and experience in HR Field.
•	 Strong command in English.
•	 Must be able to stay in Ngwe Saung Beach, Ayeyarwaddy Division, 

Myanmar.	

Interested candidates are invited to submit your updated CVs with  
application letters including three referees to the following email,  
not later than ( 28 Feb, 2015 ). 

Email : hrm@ngwesaungyachtclub.com 
             zaw.htwe@myintassociates.com
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BERLIN

Modern-day knights 
do battle in bone-
crunching combat 

Fighters from the Swedish team Goteborg get ready to battle during the Rise of the Knights III tournament in Bernau, 
Germany, on January 31. Photo: AFP

T HE sound of swords crashing 
onto steel armour resonates 
around the municipal sports 
hall as two teams of heavily 
armoured knights commence 

a ferocious battle.
One combatant launches himself 

into another, hauls his opponent to the 
ground, and then regains his footing to 
smash his sword into another’s helmet.

Welcome to Rise of the Knights III – 
the third edition of a medieval combat 
tournament held in an innocuous sports 
hall in Bernau, near Berlin.

Teams from across Europe clashed in 
a day-long series of five-against-five bat-
tles on January 31.

Forget about choreographed re-
enactment battles where no one gets 
hurt. Medieval combat is a full-contact 
sport where armour-clad participants 
attack each other armed with an array 
of weapons.

A small team of referees ensure the 
strict rules are followed during the vio-
lent clashes in a fenced-off area.

Rather than kill an opponent, as in 
medieval times, victory means putting 
your opponent on the floor, and the 
winning team is decided by who is left 
standing in the best of three rounds.

Blows to the neck, feet, back of knees, 
groin and throat are strictly prohibited, 
but punching, kicking and tripping your 
opponent is allowed.

The swords must not be sharpened, 
while the armour, which costs around 
1200 euros (US$1357) for a set, has to all 
come from a specific historic period.

It’s neither for the unfit nor faint-
hearted as each combatant carries rough-
ly an extra 25 kilograms (55 pounds) of 
armour. The weapons, ranging from long 
swords to polearms (wooden shafts with 
a blade on top), are blunt on all sides, but 
the fights are very real.

“We had one guy sent to hospital 
with a cut near the eye, lots of bruises, 
a broken arm and a broken leg,” said 
organiser Adam Nawrot, vice president 
of the governing body, the International 
Medieval Combat Federation (IMCF).

The event has grown from a handful 
of teams in 2013 to 30 teams from across 
Europe this year.

Poland I defeated the 2014 champi-
ons Battle Heritage Lions, made up of 

the English and Welsh national teams, 
2-1 in this year’s final.

The tournament served as a warm-
up for the world championships held at 
Malbork Castle, a world UNESCO site, 
near Gdansk, Poland, from April 30 to 
May 3 when the USA will defend their 
title.

“I used to be involved in re-enact-
ment groups, but I got frustrated be-
cause I had a weapon I couldn’t really 
use properly,” said Frenchman Julien 
Roumaud, wearing his replica 14th-cen-
tury armour.

The 33-year-old carpenter from 
Clermont-Ferrand had driven 18 hours 
across Europe with the French national 
team to compete.

“It’s the complete sport. You have to 
be in top shape to cope with running 
around carrying heavy armour. It’s why 
I don’t drink anymore,” he said.

“I train for about eight hours per 
week – skills and strategy, plus lots of 
cardio work like boxing. The fights look 
like a big mess, but it’s very organised. 
The adrenaline takes over – sure you are 
afraid, but it’s a good fear. It focuses the 
mind.”

During one bout, the referees strug-
gled to stop a combatant who rained 
down blows on a floored opponent, 
which earned a yellow card.

“Sometimes the red mist comes 
down when you’re in there,” explained 

Pawel Kurzak, 36, of the Battle Heritage 
Lions.

“All sorts get involved, from comput-
er geeks to bankers and lawyers. There’s 
even a rocket scientist in the Germany 
team. Western culture has evolved so 
that no one wants to upset or offend an-
yone. But here, you get two teams who 
accept the dangers and challenge. We’re 
friends outside the arena, but in there 
it’s a very, very different story.”

A part-time security officer and fit-
ness instructor, Kurzak played rugby 
after arriving in London from Poland in 
2007, but was hooked when he first saw 
medieval combat.

Kurzak’s desire to earn a place on the 
England team for the world champion-
ships is evident as he floors opponents 
in the early rounds with his polearm.

“I’ll happily sing both the Polish and 
English anthems if I’m selected for Mal-
bork,” he said with a grin.

His strapping teammate Luke 
Woods, another former rugby player 
who teaches archery and makes bows, 
uses his bulk to flatten opponents.

“For someone my size, wrestling 
is important. If I just stand there hit-
ting you, I’m wasting energy,” said the 
28-year-old from Caterham, Surrey.

“It’s like rugby or American foot-
ball: There is a place for everyone, 
no matter what your size or shape. 
I’ve always liked the idea of having a 
scrap – what little boy doesn’t want to 
hit someone with a sword? For me, it 
encompasses everything I like about 
rugby, fighting and history, so I was 
hooked.”

Woods explains how concussions 
occur if helmets are not fitted properly, 
while dislocated knees and shoulders 
are common.

“It tends to be joints giving way 
when two guys clash. It’s a lot of weight 
to put on a pivot,” he added.

A bout is quickly stopped when one 
combatant’s helmet flies off with the 
force of a blow.

“Most important is the steel cod-
piece,” said Ingo Teske, from Battle Her-
itage South Africa, who was in Bernau 
on a fact-finding mission with hopes of 
sending a team to the world champion-
ships. “That’s the piece of equipment 
you most want to protect.” – AFP

“It’s the complete 
sport. You have to 
be in top shape to 
cope with running 
around carrying 
heavy armour. It’s 
why I don’t drink 
anymore.’

Julien Roumaud 
Knight in shining armour

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Pfizer Ireland Pharmaceuticals, of Operations Support Group, 
Ringaskiddy, County Cork, Ireland, is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following Trademark:-

Reg. Nos. IV/3876/2011, IV/1234/2007
in respect of “Pharmaceutical, veterinary and sanitary preparations; 
dietetic; substances adapted for medical use. food for babies; 
plasters, materials for dressings; materials for stopping teeth, 
dental wax; disinfectants; preparations for destroying vermin; 
fungicides, herdicides.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trademark 
will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division
Tel: 959 4500 59 247
Email: info@untlaw.com
For Pfizer Ireland Pharmaceuticals        Dated: 9 February, 2015.

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Mewah Brands (S) Pte Ltd, a company organized under the laws 
of Singapore carrying on business as manufacturers and merchants 
and having its  principal office at No.5, International Business 
Park, #05-00 Mewah  Building, Singapore 609914 is the owner 
and  sole   proprietor  of the following  Trademarks:-

Myanmar Registration No. 4/4930/2014
Used in respect of : -

Rice, coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, tapioca, sago, artificial coffee; flour 
& preparations made from cereals, bread, pastry & confectionery, 
ices; honey, treacle; yeast, baking-powder; salt, mustard; vinegar, 
sauces (condiments); spices; biscuits, pasta, mayonnaise, spaghetti, 
tomato sauces in Class 30.

Myanmar Registration No. 4/7686/2014

FOUR COWS
Myanmar Registration No. 4/7687/2014

Used in respect of : -

Edible oils & fats & shortening; milk and milk products, milk 
powder, whey powder, evaporated milk, condensed milk; meat, 
fish, poultry & game, meat extracts; preserved, dried and cooked 
fruits and vegetables; eggs, jellies, jams; canned tomatoes, 
condensed tomatoes, pre-cooked tomato based foods, pre-cooked 
tomato soups, preserved tomatoes, tomato concentrates (puree), 
tomato juices for cooking, tomato preserves, tomato puree, tomato 
paste, tomato (cooked), tomatoes (dried) in Class 29.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Allen & Gledhill LLP, 
         Attorneys at Law, Singapore)
Dated. 9th February, 2015
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Yadanarbon suffer penalty heartbreak
Myanmar National League champion Yadanarbon FC crashed out of the 
Asian Champion’s League qualifying last week after losing 6-5 on penalties to 
Warriors FC of Singapore, the current S-League title-holders. The match, at 
Mandalay’s Mandala Thiri Stadium, ended nil-all after 90 minutes, and each 
team scored a goal in extra time. – Kyaw Zin Hlaing

IN PICTUREs

Photo: Si Thu Lwin

EPL clubs in record $1.4 billion spend: report
PREMIER League clubs spent a record 
£950 million (US$1.4 billion) combined 
in the 2014-2015 pre-season and mid-
season transfer windows, according to 
a report published by financial analysts 
Deloitte on February 3.

The report said spending in the Jan-
uary transfer window that concluded 
on February 2 equalled the £130 mil-
lion amount during last year’s corre-
sponding buying period.

Although last week’s deadline day 
was relatively low key, with Premier 
League leaders Chelsea’s signing of 

Colombia winger Juan Cuadrado from 
Fiorentina the headline purchase, clubs 
still spent more on the final day of this 
particular window - £45 million - than 
they did at the climax of the January 
2014 market (£35 million).

However, the final figure of £130 
million was well below the record Janu-
ary spend of £225 million in 2011 when 
Chelsea broke the record for a transfer 
between two British clubs by signing 
striker Fernando Torres from top-flight 
rivals Liverpool for £50 million. 

Nevertheless, the total spent by clubs 

across the two windows has surpassed 
the previous highest of £760 million 
in the 2013-2014 season and is a fur-
ther example of the increased financial 
strength of leading English clubs, who 
have benefitted from increased televi-
sion and other broadcast revenues.

“Given the record level of spending 
seen in the summer [pre-season], it is 
not entirely surprising that we haven’t 
seen a new record for the January win-
dow,” said Dan Jones, partner in the 
Sports Business Group at Deloitte. 

– AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

ASIA PACIFIC RESOURCES INTERNATIONAL HOLDINGS 
LTD (previously Peak Pulp & Paper Limited) a company 
incorporated under the laws of BERMUDA, carrying on business 
as manufacturers and merchants, and having its business office at 
80 Raffles Place, #50-01 UOB Plaza 1,Singapore 048624 is the 
owner and sole proprietor of the following Trade Marks: -

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7072/2014

PaperOne
Myanmar Registration Number. 4/7071/2014

Used in respect of:-

“Paper, cardboard and stationery including printing paper, writing 
and drawing paper, typewriting paper, blue print paper, white 
paper board, postcard paper, tissue paper, copying tissue paper, 
paper for facsimile use, letter paper, tablets pad, loose leaf paper, 
notebook, sketchbook, exercise book, writing pad, carbonless 
copying paper, adhesive-backed note pad, paper file, stickers, 
envelopes, account book, ruled paper, pocket book, memo paper, 
wrapping and packaging paper and materials; tissues” in Class 16.

Any fraudulent infringements, imitation or unauthorised use of 
the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung& The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632 
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Allen & GledhillLLP, Singapore)
Dated: 9th February, 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Dongbu Daewoo Electronics Corporation, a company incorporated 
under the laws of Republic of Korea, and having its principal place 
of business at (Dongbu Finance Centre, Daechi-dong) 26-29 Floor, 
432, Teheran-ro, Gangnam-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, is the 
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following Trademark:-

Reg. Nos. IV/4195/2008, IV/5812/2011, IV/19716/2014

in respect of:- “Class 7: Machines and machine tools; motors 
and engines (except for land vehicles); machine coupling and 
transmission components (except for land vehicles); agricultural 
implements other than hand-operated; incubators for eggs.

Class 9: Scientific, nautical, surveying, photographic, 
cinematographic, optical, weighing, measuring, signaling, checking 
(supervision), life-saving and teaching apparatus and instruments 
for conducting, switching, transforming, accumulating, regulating 
or controlling electricity; apparatus for recording, transmission or 
reproduction of sound or images; magnetic data carriers, recording 
discs; automatic vending machines and mechanisms for coin-
operated apparatus; cash registers, calculating machines, data 
processing equipment and computers; fire-extinguishing apparatus.

Class 11: Apparatus for lighting, heating, steam generating, 
cooking, refrigerating, drying, ventilating, water supply and 
sanitary purposes.
Class 37: Building construction; repair; installation services.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trademark 
will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division
Tel: 959 4500 59 247, Email: info@untlaw.com
For Dongbu Daewoo Electronics Corporation
Dated: 9 February, 2015
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New kids Australia scale summit

BOLD, brash Australia 
proved they belong at the 
peak of Asian football and 
gave a huge boost to the 
sport in their country after 

overcoming the region’s best to win 
the Asian Cup.

The Socceroos are newcomers in 
the Asian confederation after joining 
in 2006 but they have quickly reached 
the summit by winning the continent’s 
showcase tournament at just their 
third attempt.

Dozens of other teams have fallen 
short after decades of trying, but Aus-
tralia has now become the first to 
unite the Asian national and Champi-
ons League club titles.

Australia’s women were also 
crowned Asian champions in 2010, 
but the country’s success has not been 
uniformly welcomed, with reported 
rumblings of discontent among some 
regional rivals.

Such reports prompted loud boos 
when Asian Football Confederation of-
ficials appeared at the January 31 final, 
but the Socceroos did their talking on 
their pitch.

And after a successful tournament 

attended by nearly 650,000 fans, Aus-
tralia’s gripping 2-1 extra-time win 
over South Korea was a fitting finale.

“It’s a massive moment for Austra-
lian football,” said the team’s talisman-
ic striker, Tim Cahill, as he celebrated 
their historic achievement. “This is 
one of the biggest moments in sport 
for Australia.”

The nation’s expectations were 
somewhat modest at the start after the 
Socceroos managed just one victory in 
11 games last year.On a chilly night in 
Melbourne, Kuwait’s Hussain Fadhel 
rocked the hosts when he headed the 
tournament’s first goal.

But Australia hit back in dazzling 
style with Cahill, Massimo Luongo, 
Mile Jedinak and James Troisi all scor-
ing in a 4-1 win to get the team off to 
a flying start.

It was a long way from Swindon 
to Sydney for Luongo, who was voted 
player of the tournament after a string 
of high-octane performances, capped 
by a wonder goal in the decider 
against South Korea.

Holders Japan gave Palestine a so-
bering introduction to the Asian Cup, 
thrashing them 4-0 in Canberra, while 

fellow heavyweights South Korea and 
Iran also started with wins.

United Arab Emirates set tongues 
wagging when they came from behind 
to beat Qatar 4-1, their extravagant 
playmaker Omar Abdulrahman catch-
ing the eye with his silky skills in mid-
field.

It quickly became a break-out 
tournament for the mop-haired star, 
who never found the net but helped 
sharp-shooter Ali Mabkhout finish as 
top scorer in the UAE’s run to third 
place.

China have long under-achieved at 
the Asian Cup but the twice runners-

up enjoyed a storming start – aided by 
a helpful ballboy who told goalkeeper 
Wang Dalei the right way to dive to 
save a penalty.

The Chinese won all three group 
games but they were undone in the 
quarter-finals by Cahill’s magical bi-
cycle kick, followed by a trademark 
header, in a 2-0 Australia win.

Ray Wilkins and his Jordan side 
had a turbulent campaign which hit a 
low when striker Ahmed Hayel vom-
ited and lost consciousness during a 
doping test, forcing him to miss the 
next game.

It was the cue for third-choice 
striker Hamza Aldaradreh to smash 
four past Palestine – evoking rather 
fanciful memories for Wilkins of Eng-
land’s Geoff Hurst at the 1966 World 
Cup. 

Referees were in the spotlight and 
organisers fined Japan’s Keisuke Hon-
da and Iran coach Carlos Queiroz for 
outbursts before subsequently ban-
ning questions about officiating in 
press conferences.

The issue reached boiling point 
when controversial Australian referee 
Ben Williams sent off Iran’s Mehrdad 

Pooladi for simulation in a fiery quarter-
final which they lost to arch-rivals Iraq 
on penalties.

Iran launched a last-ditch attempt 
to stay in the tournament when they 
protested in vain that Iraq’s Alaa Ab-
dulzehra had failed a drugs test last 
year and was ineligible.

Defending champions Japan came 
unstuck in the quarter-finals when 
they were stunned by UAE, with su-
perstars Honda and Shinji Kagawa 
both missing in the penalty shootout.

Iraq’s 2007 final-winner Younis 
Mahmoud starred with two goals – 
and a nerveless “panenka” penalty 
kick against Iran – before the Lions 
of Mesopotamia were tamed by South 
Korea in the semi-finals.

Australia scored twice in the first 15 
minutes as they ended UAE’s fairytale 
run to reach their second straight  
final.

In the championship decider, Aus-
tralia were headed for a 1-0 win un-
til Son Heung-Min’s last-gasp equal-
iser forced extra time, but substitute 
James Troisi fired the winner on 105 
minutes to spark wild celebrations at 
Stadium Australia. – AFP

Transfers not behind QPR exit: Redknapp
HARRY Redknapp resigned as man-
ager of Premier League strugglers 
Queens Park Rangers on February 3, 
saying impending knee surgery, not a 
row over transfer policy, prompted his 
departure from Loftus Road.

Redknapp’s announcement came 
just a day after QPR chairman Tony 
Fernandes tweeted there would be “no 
more cheque book” at the west Lon-
don club as the January transfer win-
dow closed on February 2.

Veteran English manager Red-
knapp, 67, had repeatedly said he had 
the full support of Malaysian busi-
nessman Fernandes, the founder of 
the AirAsia airline, amid reports his 
position was in jeopardy with QPR 
currently second-bottom in the table.

Head of football operations Les 
Ferdinand, a former QPR striker, took 

temporary charge ahead of the league 
match at home to Southampton over 
the weekend as Fernandes seeks a per-
manent replacement for Redknapp. 

“Sadly, I need immediate surgery 
on my knee which is going to stop 
me from doing my job in the coming 
weeks,” Redknapp said in a club state-
ment. “It means I won’t be able to be 
out on the training pitch every day, 
and if I can’t give 100 percent I feel it’s 
better for someone else to take over 
the reins.”

Renowned for his dealings in the 
transfer market, former West Ham, 
Portsmouth and Tottenham Hotspur 
manager Redknapp had long argued 
he needed to do significant business 
in the January window if QPR, who’ve 
won just five league games so far this 
season, were to beat the drop. 

However, Fernandes called a halt 
on the final day of the mid-season 
window when he tweeted, “No more 
cheque book. We have good players. 
Bought all the players manager asked 
for in summer. 

“Our players not mercenaries. 
Good guys.”

But in an interview with the Daily 
Mail on February 3, Redknapp – who 
needs surgery on both knees – was 
adamant QPR’s transfer policy hadn’t 
led to his resignation. 

“I haven’t got the hump, we haven’t 
had a row,” Redknapp told the Mail.

QPR, with only Leicester below 
them in the table, are one point shy of 
safety and a favourable result against 
Southampton, another of Redknapp’s 
former clubs, could see them climb out 
of the bottom three. – AFP

SYDNEY

LONDON

Australia’s  Tim Cahill lifts the AFC Asian Cup football trophy after beating South Korea at Stadium Australia in Sydney on January 31. Photo: AFP

Dramatic extra time win over South Korea secures first silverware in Asia for the Socceroos

‘This is one of the 
biggest moments in 
sport for Australia.’

Tim Cahill 
Socceroo striker
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CHRISTIAN Riedl of Germany won 
the 38th annual run up the Empire 
State Building on February 4 with a 
time of 10 minutes and 16 seconds, 
his first victory at the Manhattan 
skyscraper.

Singapore’s Suzy Walsham won 
the women’s heat with a time of 
12:30, her record sixth victory.

About 200 people raced the 86 
floors – 1576 steps in all – from the 
lobby of the building to the observa-
tion deck. Runners in eight different 
heats, some competing for charity, 
others having won lottery entrance, 
took to the stairs in a staggered start 
at the Midtown Manhattan office 
building.

Riedl, 34, was ranked third in the 
2014 year-end Towerrunning World 
Cup rankings.

Walsham, 41, previously won the 
Empire State Building Run-Up in 
2007, 2008, 2009, 2013 and 2014. She 
was the top-ranked woman in the 
2014 World Cup rankings.

This year’s race was organised by 
NYCRUNS, its first year managing 
the race that began in 1978. In pre-
vious years it was organised by New 
York Road Runners, the group that 
puts on the New York Marathon.

The course record of 9:33 was set 
in 2003 by Australian Paul Crake.

– Bloomberg News

NEW YORK LONDON

German wins
Empire State 
footrace

Sledging remains a 
slippery issue for cricket

Runners get ready to start the 38th 
Annual Empire State Building Run-Up 
in New York on February 4. Photo: AFP

T HE Cricket World Cup 
promises to feature plenty 
of big hitting and dramatic 
bowling, but will there be 
verbal fireworks too? Not 

if the International Cricket Council 
can help it.

“Over the last six months, or even 
going back further to the last Ashes 
series, there have been too many ex-
amples of player behaviour going too 
far and overstepping the boundaries 
of acceptability,” ICC chief executive 
David Richardson said.

“The amount of sledging [ver-
bal abuse] and disrespect shown by 
players to each other was bad,” the 
former South Africa wicketkeeper 
added as he promised match referees 
would come down hard on sledging 
at the World Cup, which will take 
place in Australia and New Zealand 
from February 14 to March 29.

Many of the best remembered 
“sledges” have been relatively amus-
ing, but there has been little humour 
in the obscene or crude taunts of 
recent times, with Australia captain 
Michael Clarke telling James Ander-
son to “get ready for a broken arm” 
when the England tailender was bat-
ting during the last Ashes series.

Fiery Australian opener David 
Warner was involved in several alter-
cations during India’s recent tour, but 
coach Darren Lehmann said he was 
happy with the batsman’s aggression.

“If the ICC decides we cross the 
line, then they’ll come down on us,” 
Lehmann said. “We’re always going 
to teeter pretty close to it. That’s the 
way that we play. We’ve just got to 
make sure that we don’t cross it.” 

With cricket unusual among 
many major team sports in that its 
leading teams come from a variety 
of cultural backgrounds – Europe-
an, Asian and Afro-Caribbean – the 
problem is that where Australia draw 
the line may well be different from 
their opponents.

Such was Australia’s dominance 
in the 1990s and 2000s, when skip-
per Steve Waugh gave sledging the 
rather more dignified status of “men-
tal disintegration” that many sides 
followed suit, even though plenty of 
the game’s most greatest players – 
such as legendary West Indies fast 
bowler Malcolm Marshall – rarely 
bothered with “verbals” and were 
often rather more “aggressive” than 
the sledgers they came up against.

Given the fines imposed are rarely 
a deterrent and don’t tend to lead to 
suspensions – although Lehmann 
himself was banned for five one-day 
games for a “racially motivated ob-
scenity” after he had been run out 
by Sri Lanka in 2003 – most players 
carry on as they always did.

New Zealand great Martin Crowe 
has called for the introduction of a 
yellow and red card system into crick-
et, which has traditionally prided it-
self on being a “gentlemen’s game”.

Ian Chappell has said he fears it 

can only be a matter of time before 
things get so heated that a physical 
clash ensues. However, Chappell’s re-
marks may provoke a wry reaction.

When New Zealand won their 
first Test match against Australia 
in Christchurch in 1974, they did so 
on the back of a hundred in each in-
nings from Glenn Turner.

The batsman asked for an apology 
from Chappell – Australia’s captain 
in that match – for the abuse he had 
been subjected to on the field, with 
the Sydney Daily Telegraph com-
menting it was not the first time the 
skipper had lost his self-control on 
the field.

But the forthright Chappell was 
in no mood to apologise, saying, “I 
believe what happens on the field 
should stay there.”

However, as Chappell knows only 
too well in his role as a respected 
television commentator, modern 
technology means that’s rarely the 
case. – AFP

Neo-knights gather 
for Berlin bash   

 SPORT  68

Australian batsman Michael Clarke celebrates his century on the second day 
of the first test cricket match between Australia and India at the Adelaide Oval 
on December 10, 2014. Photo: AFP


