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Members of Myanmar’s second-largest Buddhist sect, the Shwegyin Nayaka, attend
IN PICTURES the opening of its biennial national conference in Yangon on January 27. The three-
day conference in Hmawbi township brought together more than 800 monks and

lay observers, including around 30 representatives from North America, Europe and
elsewhere in Asia. Established in the mid-19% century, the Shwegyin sect is one of nine
PHOTO: ZARNI PHYO officially recognised Buddhist orders in Myanmar.
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Govt, NGOs prepare for

human rights battle

The government’s human rights record
will come under the spotlight at the UN

¢ Human Rights Council later this year,
: when its progress toward goals set in

2011 will be reviewed.
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{ Deficit to grow as govt
- seeks $3b for pay rises

Spending is set to grow more than
7 percent in 2015-16, with proposed
pay increases and a large rise in social

¢ spending set to expand the budget
i deficit amid slow income growth.
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Oil industry braces for
impact from price drop

i Myanmar is unlikely to be exempt as
¢ international oil and gas companies

begin scaling back on their worldwide
investment plans after a global price
tumble, energy experts warn.

i PROPERTY 34

Polo Club enters race to
be the tallest structure

Another 34-storey building is set to

i rival Diamond Inya Palace in the race
¢ to build the country’s tallest tower,

sweeping past the current record-
holders.

No return 1n sight for IDPs

The draft Rakhine Action Plan targets resettlement of the state’s 140,000 IDPs in April and May, but camp leaders and
humanitarian workers in Sittwe say there is little chance that displaced families will return home this year. inoepth3

LORENZOD

LIVING STARTS HERE...

Sole Distributay f-‘ NatRay co. Ltd.

{ ':‘Bﬁlm One Stop Luxury Home Furnishing Centre No. 22, Pyay Road, 9 mile, Mayangone Township, Yangon. ® 664363 ,650769



2 THE MYANMARTIMES FEBRUARY 2 - 8, 2015

THE INSIDER: The local lowdown & best of the web

online editor Kayleigh Long |
kayleighelong(@gmail.com

Murderous menstruation

DVB last week reported that eminent
obstetrics and gynaecology specialist
Dr Soe Lwin gave a speech at a health
conference earlier last month in which
he said, “Every woman at the time of
menstruation should control herself.”
Dr Soe Lwin is apparently something

of an authority on the subject, having
penned a volume titled “Pre-Menstrual

Murderous Urges”.

Not all have responded well to his
work, with one woman saying he’s
“dumb and doesn’t know what he’s
talking about and [she] want[s] to throttle
him”.

Nude salutin’ and high-falutin’
Not much is known about this nude,
saluting cyclist who went viral on

Pansodan Gallery

Lan Zin magazine

Once was Burma...

Archival material courtesy of

First floor, 286 Pansodan, upper block, Kyauktada township

social media last week. He was
reportedly riding from South Okkalapa
to Thingangyun, and as yet he doesn’t
appear to have been taken in by the
authorities. Many people speculated
about what the salute could mean. Was it
a poignant statement on the democratic
transition, or was he simply riding into
the sunlight? We'll be following the story
(obviously) but there’s a good chance this
will remain, like so many things here, a
beautiful mystery.

Police: just a normal massage parlour
Every now and then, one will hear others
bemoaning the decline of the print media
and the death of good old-fashioned
investigative reporting. This, however, is
simply not the case. Last week Eleven
media dropped the second installment
in its crusade to expose male massage
parlours that provide sexual services,
taking aim at one particular male-only
beauty saloon. The article’s headline
was pure magic: “Police: Menbox just a
normal massage parlour.”

This was following on from Eleven’s
scoop of two weeks ago, which exposed
this fact: “Male sexual service has been
around for two years.” Well, spank
my ass and call me Judy - | had no
idea! They explained the customers of
he-whores are often sailors” wives and
women whose husbands are away”.

Their report revealed details about
the requirements for prospective male
sex workers, which were “height,
fit body structure, good looks and
patience”, before pointing out the areas
of downtown Yangon where men of the
night are said to linger:

It also contained this allegation:
“Most of the male-exclusive massage
parlours provide sexual services to gays
and women under the guise of health
and beauty spa.”

In order to prove this point, Eleven
went gonzo.

“EMG's reporters posed as job seeker
during the investigation. The manager

of Menbox said: “This is a spa-cum-
massage parlour. We teach the new
employees how to provide the service
properly. This is a standard procedure.
We will explain it in detail if you pass
the interview. Sometimes, customers
try to touch and hug the massagers
and it depends on you. Basic salary is
Ks. 30,000, plus a 15 per cent for each
section. You can earn pocket money from
customers.”

Menbox, which has 143 reviews on
Facebook and a very high customer
satisfaction rating, has demanded a
formal apology from Eleven Media
Group. If this does not happen, they may
resort to legal action. Eleven obviously
sees the whole affair another way, saying
that despite the evidence they presented,
no official action had been taken against
the massage parlours.

Police have sided with Menbox,
saying that it's an above-board operation
- which it seems to be. Their services
menu says one can obtain a ‘boyzillian’
for K12,000 - clearly a bargain for such
intimate depilation - as well as facials
and relaxing massages.

Eleven wrote, somewhat petulantly,
that the authorities are turning a
blind eye to the sex industry, in a tone
reminiscent of that used when they
questioned whether or not a gay
couple who'd recently tied the knot
would be prosecuted under section
377 of the hugely outdated and wildly
discriminatory British Penal Code.

Wirathu drops new single

This is a sentence | never thought I'd
get to write: Wirathu dropped a rap
single last week. Or, more accurately,
a song he wrote while in prison called
“Heart of the Earth” has been setto a
hip-hop beat and rapped to by an as-
yet-unidentified man. It's actually pretty
catchy, but I'm still not entirely clear
on whether or not it’s okay to listen to
it through headphones. Speaking with
DVB, Wirathu said he felt compelled to
tackle environmental issues following
Cyclone Nargis.

In Brief

Leaked embassy cable reveals concerns
that Tay Za, having recovered from a bout
of uranium-induced radiation sickness,
could have acquired superpowers.
Sources say he is “glowing”, and that

his rumoured newfound invisibility

and teleporting abilities have rendered
sanctions against him “laughably futile”

Australia Day celebration invitation list
reportedly modelled on the country’s
immigration policies

Invent devices to prevent storms!
Invent technology to prevent
earthquakes

Invent technology to prevent heat
waves

Invent technology to prevent cold
waves

Come on

Invent cure of HIV

:I.'.he sky is the roof of this earth. The
destruction of ozone. Huh. The ceiling
of the earth is no longer safe”

- Lyrics from U Wirathu's “Heart of
the Earth”

Journalist goes undercover to new
massage place on 19th Street called
“Spa by Willy”, gets nothing of the sort

Foreigner complains that bar has “too
many foreigners”

Next Week
Foreigner’s fixation on finding a
reasonably priced, high-ceilinged,
natural light-filled colonial apartment
leads real estate agent to diagnose of an
Edifice Complex

Deviations in the reform process
explained: “We were reading the
Roadmap to Democracy upside down the
whole time!”

Leaked photo, possibly of the new
ambassador, on Australia Day
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Despite action plan, IDP
resettlement a distant dream

Political pressure and disagreements over citizenship verification make any return home in 2015 unlikely

BILL —%a
OTOOLE v

botoole12@gmail.com

A GOVERNMENT resettlement pro-
gram for IDPs in Rakhine State is not
expected to move forward in 2015 as
scheduled, aid workers and displaced
people say, in part due to election-
year politics and resistance to a citi-
zenship verification program.

More than two years after riots
tore through the state in June and
October 2012, an estimated 140,000
people - mostly Muslims - remain
in displaced persons camps. Previ-
ous efforts to move Muslim IDPs to
semi-permanent shelters near Sittwe
have faced fierce protests from Ra-
khine nationalists, who say the IDPs
are foreigners who should not be al-
lowed to own land.

The government’s draft Rakhine
Action Plan, which has not been for-
mally released but was leaked late
last year, schedules resettlement in
April and May. Sources in the region
say that “political pressures” make it
unlikely IDPs will leave camps this
year, however.

“I’'m not seeing much ... progress
[on resettlement] this year because
of the elections, all of the political
pressures that will be around for the
government,” said one Sittwe-based
foreign aid worker, who asked not
to be named because he was not au-
thorised to speak to the media.

Residents and administrators of
several Muslim and Rakhine IDP
camps in the Sittwe area agreed.
They said government officials have
not visited their camps to explain or
discuss the resettlement plan.

The Rakhine Action Plan, which
was drafted in response to mounting
international criticism of the humani-
tarian situation in Rakhine State and
treatment of the Muslim Rohingya,
is supposed to set out a blueprint for
displaced persons leaving the camps
and returning to their former lives.

A draft version obtained by The
Myanmar Times said the resettle-
ments would begin in April and
continue through the end of May.
However, only those with formal
identification documents would be
allowed to resettle. Muslims without
documents could only get them by
agreeing to be classified as Bengali,
which is how the government refers
to the Rohingya.

But the plan remains shrouded in
uncertainty. Earlier in January Ra-
khine State Chief Minister U Maung
Maung Ohn said the plan was being

v

Children stand beside temporary shelters in an IDP camp in Sittwe township in late January. Photo: Yu Yu

“updated” based on suggestions from
the international community.

During a press conference on
January 16, at the end of her 10-day
visit, United Nations special rappor-
teur on human rights Yanghee Lee
said she had been promised a copy
of the updated plan, but had not yet
received one.

Government ministries that have
begun carrying out initial steps to-
ward implementing the plan have
already encountered resistance.

Residents and administrators
Thek Kael Pyin camp on the out-
skirts of Sittwe said immigration of-
ficials visited on January 1 with cop-
ies of a citizenship verification form.
Only those who agree to identify as
“Bengali” rather than “Rohingya” are
allowed to submit an application for
verification.

‘I think there is
no government
plan to settle us ...
They want us here
permanently.

U Aung Win
IDP camp resident

While the immigration officials
promised that filling out the forms
could be the first step to some citi-
zenship rights, camp administrators,
such as U Noor Muhammed, said
that nobody in the camps trusts the
government to keep its word.

Deep suspicions of the process
are not limited to the Muslim com-
munity. Rakhine nationalist groups
have already staged protests against
a citizenship verification pilot project
in Myebon township, arguing that it
enabled illegal immigrants to get
citizenship.

While the aid worker stressed
that opinions on the process are like-
ly to vary between camps, distrust of
the verification process will make it
difficult to build momentum for the
proposed resettlement. “The Rakh-
ine Action Plan is linking returns to
the citizenship verification process,
and so it’s unclear how [the govern-
ment can] move forward,” he said.

U Aung Win, a Rohingya activist
based in Sittwe, said that he believed
the Action Plan is more about pla-
cating the international community
than finding a solution to the crisis
in the camps.

“I think there is no government
plan to settle us,” he said. “They want
us here permanently”

Some ethnic Rakhine who re-
main displaced as a result of the vio-
lence say they do not think it is safe

enough yet for them to be resettled.
U Maung Kyaw Aye, who worked
at an ice factory in Sittwe until his
home was destroyed in rioting in
2012, said he would only feel safe if
the government kept both communi-
ties strictly segregated.

“I don’t have any hatred for all
the Bengali people. I know there are
good and bad people in every com-
munity,” he said. “But I would only
move back if we lived separately”

Given heightened political ten-
sions in the state will only grow as the
election draws nearer, the aid worker
said that the state government is not
likely to attempt anything too con-
troversial with either resettlement or
citizenship verification.

“I think the Union government is
under pressure, which in turn puts
pressure on the state governments.
The chief minister is really looking
at all the options he has to maintain
stability - that’s his main priority”

He said the humanitarian com-
munity in Sittwe is ready to help the
government create and implement a
long-term solution to the displace-
ment problem.

“Were just trying to make sure
that those in need get appropriate
assistance until a time when it isnt
needed anymore, and we hope that
time comes sooner rather than later;”
he said. “But I think we’re planning to
be here for the next couple of years.”

Constitution
bill proposes
changes to
59(f) and 436

El EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

A CONSTITUTION amendment bill ex-
pected to go before parliament within
days will propose amending section
59(f) and section 436 as opposition
parties have suggested, a member of
the committee that drafted the bill says.

“We changed almost all points [in
the constitution] according to demo-
cratic criteria, but the final decision
is up to parliament,” said a member
of the Constitution Amendment Im-
plementation Committee, who spoke
on condition of anonymity. “[The bill]
will be discussed in parliament and
then decided by a vote.”

Many observers had expected that
opposition from the majority Union
Solidarity and Development Party and
military MPs would rule out change
to either section, but particularly sec-
tion 59(f). The inclusion of the amend-
ments in the bill leaves open the pos-
sibility they will be approved, but for
that to happen they will need the sup-
port of more than 75 percent of MPs.
The military holds 25pc of seats, giving
it a veto over constitutional change.

In its current form, section 59(f)
states that a presidential candidate
must be a citizen, be born of parents
who are both Myanmar citizens, and
cannot have a foreign spouse or chil-
dren. It appears to bar Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, whose two sons are British.

Section 436, meanwhile, outlines
the process for amending the consti-
tution. The proposed change would
reduce the support threshold to two-
thirds of MPs from 75pc.

The constitution committee mem-
ber said the bill was drafted in coop-
eration with the Pyithu Hluttaw Legal
Affairs and Special Issues Commis-
sion, which is often described as Thu-
ra U Shwe Mann’s personal think tank.

The bill will will be ready to submit
“in a few days”, the member said, but
declined to give an exact date.

One MP from the Rakhine National
Party said he did not think the amend-
ments would be passed.

“Even though the committee pro-
posed amending these two sections ... it
will be difficult for them to be approved
... I don’t expect too much,” said the MP,
who also asked not to be named.

Thura U Aung Ko, a Pyithu Hlut-
taw representative from the USDP,
agreed it would be “very difficult” to
pass the amendments.

He said there is a group of people
opposed to change because they want
to protect their own interests. He de-
clined to elaborate further on which
group opposes change, saying that
“everybody can easily understand who
I am talking about”.

“Promoting the people’s interests
without harming the interests of these
kinds of groups is the best way to
move forward,” said Thura U Aung Ko.
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The climb from
Yathetaung to
Kyalkhtlyo is set ‘
to get faster and

, easier once a

I cable car system
comes online in
! 2016. Photo: Staff

11"

Cable car set for lift-off

PILGRIMS and sightseers drawn to
Mon State’s celebrated Kyaikhtiyo Pa-
goda atop its golden rock will be able
to visit by cable car from 2016, it was
announced last week.

On January 7 the Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission approved a joint
bid by Sky Asia and Sky International
of South Korea, with Asia Internation-
al Fisheries of Myanmar, to build the
cable-car system, at an expected cost
of US$20 million.

Project spokesperson U Nay Lin
said the route would run from the bus
terminal at Yathetaung to Kyaikhtiyo
Pagoda and would be complete by
2016. “We will operate eight months a
year. There will be no service during
the rainy season because of safety con-
siderations,” he said.

The company will install 43 cable
cars, each able to carry up to eight
passengers, and will charge K3000 for

Myanmar citizens and $5 for foreign-
ers. The duration of the ride would be
20-30 minutes, he said.

“Buses will still run between
[Yathetaung] and the pagoda as they
do now, so people can choose which
route to take,” he said.

Sky Asia Company has rented
about 5.4 hectares (13.5 acres) of land
for an annual fee of K100,000 per acre
under a 50-year contract for the pro-
ject from the Ministry of Environmen-
tal Conservation and Forestry.

Ministry official U Win Naing
Thaw said the seemingly low rental
fee was approved because of the high
investment required and low environ-
mental impact.

“Under the contract, we will negoti-
ate [the land rental] with the investor
every five years and the cable car will
be transferred to us after the contract
ends,” he said. — Ei Ei Thu

Religion bill sent
back to committee

Speaker U Khin Aung Myint tells members to consider comments from 12 MPs

_-= PYAE THET
PHYO

S
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pyaethetphyo87(@dgmail.com

AMYOTHA Hluttaw Speaker U Khin
Aung Myint has sent a controversial
draft religious conversion law back to
the bill committee and instructed it
to consider comments made by MPs
during heated debate last week.

The speaker made the decision
on January 28, after 12 representa-
tives debated the draft law over three
days, with most arguing in favour of
the law.

However, several ethnic minority
MPs spoke out against the law, de-
scribing it as a tool for those seeking
to “exploit” religion for political gain.
First proposed in 2013 by a grouping
of conservative monks, the bill sub-
mitted to the Amyotha Hluttaw by
Deputy Attorney General U Tun Tun
Oo on January 19.

As The Myanmar Times has previ-
ously reported, one ethnic Chin MP
has compared sections that would
require those wishing to change
religion to seek permission from
township authorities to the Spanish
inquisition.

During discussion on January 23,
another Chin MP, U Paul Htan Htai,
said the bill would cause tension be-
tween the government and non-Bud-
dhists, and would potentially harm
efforts to end long-running ethnic
conflicts.

He said such a bill should only be
discussed after this year’s elections
and federalism provisions have been
enshrined in the constitution to pro-
tect the rights of minorities.

“This bill should not be put for-
ward in an election year just because
some politicians are trying to exploit
religion for political gain,” he said.

“Religion is very sensitive and deli-
cate, and it needs to be handled care-
fully. Our country has already learned
this the hard way.”

In 1960, Buddhism was specified
as the state religion. Just two years
later, the military seized power in a
coup amid growing tension between
the elected government and ethnic
minority groups, he said.

He said it was unacceptable for
government officials to sit on town-
ship-level committees that would
decide whether people could change
their religion.

“This will lead to the breaching of
people’s human rights, including the
right to practise their chosen religion
freely”

In contrast, U Khin Maung, the
representative for Rakhine State’s No
3 constituency, said he saw no prob-
lem with the bill. He said Myanmar
had ratified international rights con-
ventions guaranteeing freedom of
religion and the constitution recog-
nised five different faiths: Buddhism,
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and
animism.

Moreover, section 34 of the con-
stitution states that every citizen is
equally entitled to practise the reli-
gion of their choice.

U Khin Maung Latt, representing
Rakhine State’s No 6 constituency,
said the draft did not single out any
religion or race, and was no different
from similar laws adopted by other
countries. The law was needed now
because the country’s economic and
social development could lead to in-
creasing numbers of people changing
their religion.

“We need to enact laws in ad-
vance so that converts don’t lose their
rights,” he said, adding that the bill’s
intent was to ensure equal rights for
all citizens in practising their faith
freely, and to protect those who want-
ed to convert. Summing up his sup-
port for the bill, he said the proposed

penalties for those who change reli-
gion without official permission were
fair, because the jail sentences were
not more than two years.

But U Zone Hle Thang, the MP for
Chin State’s No 2 constituency, said
countries that enacted laws of this
kind were very extreme, and endured
frequent bloodshed. “I don’t want to
see our country become a land of reli-
gious extremes,” he told hluttaw, add-
ing that its adoption would blacken
the name of Myanmar before the in-
ternational community.

“This will lead to
the breaching of
people’s human
rights, including
the right to practise
their chosen
religion freely.

U Paul Htan Htai
Chin MP

“Practitioners of the Christian and
Buddhist faiths, who represent the
majority in our country, are pretty
moderate,” he said, urging members
not to let religion become politicised.
The bill was not consistent with the
constitution and would impinge on
freedom and rights.

However, Daw Khin Wine Kyi, of
Yangon Region’s No 1 constituency,
seconded the bill, saying it did not at-
tack other religions. “Those who said
the law is not in line with the con-
stitution should review it section by
section. It contains no weakness,” she
said. - Translation by Thiri Min Htun

f’

BENTWOOD Shelf

DOWELL 3+ Seater- Solid Americon
Now : US$ 3,100 (U35<3600)

Now ; USS 800 (US3>£000)

TRIPLEX Coffee Tobla -
Now : US$ 550 (U5$<00)

OPEN DAILY: 9:30AM ~7:30P.M

No. (52), Kabaraye Pagoda Road, Mayangone Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Email : ommyanmarfurniture@gmail.com
Customer Service Hotline : 09 254947373

Devgrer P
L [

Sean Dix

COPINE Dinning Sa!
Now : US$ 1,100 .:us}hcgnm

NEW YEAR SALES PROMOTION

Sobd

KATIE Dinning Chair

Mow : US55 150 [U}}@gﬂll

EVORA 3474 Seater
Now : US$ 1,800 (US$300)

f

extremelyfashionablefurniture.com

CORILM

Robarts Bendin
Belogra, ltaly

e
SH

Hamilton L -shage
Now : US$ 3,500 (Us$300)




www.mmtimes.com

News b

Tatmadaw 1ssues warning
against murder allegations

Army-run paper says soldiers were unlikely to be responsible for rape and murder of two Kachin women

yeemontun2013(dgmail.com

A NEWSPAPER owned by the army
has concluded that Tatmadaw soldiers
were “unlikely” to have committed
the two rapes and murders of volun-
teer teachers in northern Shan State
last month, as President U Thein Sein
responded to concerns raised by a
leading Kachin religious group.

Senior Tatmadaw figures have
even threatened libel action against
anyone who says otherwise, in appar-
ent response to accusations by civil
society groups in the area.

The Tatmadaw-owned Myawady
newspaper said on January 29 that
based on investigations conducted
so far by Muse township police the
involvement of soldiers was unlikely,
but did not cite any evidence to sup-
port this claim.

While the article was included in
the paper’s news section, it seemed
closer to a statement from the mili-
tary leadership, as it had no name on
the byline and neither quoted nor at-
tributed the information to any mili-
tary officials.

A spokesperson for the Kachin
Baptist Convention, La Mar Yaw,
criticised the statement, saying it
was premature while the investiga-
tion was ongoing.

“We are concerned that any state-
ment that the Tatmadaw is unlikely
to be responsible could influence the
investigation and subsequent trial,”
he said.

The concerns were echoed by U
Htay Oo, a lawyer on the National
League for Democracy’s legal team.
“The Tatmadaw should not an-
nounce [that its members are not
involved] before the investigation is
complete, as it is tantamount to a
threat against those investigating the
case,” he said.

The two female volunteers, Maran
Lu Ra, 20, and Tangbau Hkwan Nan
Tsin, 21, were working for the Kachin
Baptist Convention (KBC) in Kaung
Khar village teaching children whose
education had been disrupted by
persistent fighting. Their naked bod-
ies were found with stab wounds and
head injuries after villagers reported
hearing screams in the night.

A woman cries during a memorial service in Yangon on January 26 for two Kachin volunteer teachers who were found
raped and murdered in northern Shan State on January 20. Photo: Thiri

Two days before they were Killed,
about 40 soldiers of the 503 Light
Infantry Regiment under Northeast
Region Command had established a
temporary base in Kaung Khar, about
100 metres (330 feet) from where the
incident occurred. Local people have

‘We are concerned
that any statement
that the Tatmadaw
is unlikely to be
responsible could
influence the
investigation and
subsequent trial.

La Mar Yaw
Kachin Baptist Convention

accused the Tatmadaw, and said they
had found an army-issue belt and
boot-prints at the scene of the crime.

An officer from the 503" Light In-
fantry Regiment offered K5 million
to the families of the two deceased,
but they declined, said La Mar Yaw.

The crime has sparked widespread
outrage, in Myanmar and overseas,
along with demands for a full, prompt
and transparent investigation. At the
women’s funeral last week in Myitkyi-
na, an estimated 100,000 people took
part in the procession.

Muse township police this week
refused to discuss their questioning
of witnesses or the evidence, saying,
“We are still investigating.”

The Myawady statement also
warned that the Tatmadaw would
take legal action against those who
are accusing its soldiers of involve-
ment in the Killing of the two women.

Civil society groups have been
outspoken on the need for justice,
with the KBC writing to President U
Thein Sein on January 26 demand-
ing prompt action. “We want to see

an impartial investigation,” KBC
secretary Reverend Samson Hkalam
told The Myanmar Times.

On January 28, President U Thein
Sein responded to the letter through
the Kachin State chief minister, who
met with KBC officials at the regional
government office in Myitkyina.

La Mar Yaw said the president
responded that the government was
taking the case very seriously and
he had instructed the minister for
home affairs to investigate the kill-
ings promptly.

“Were satisfied with the presi-
dent’s reply. Now we are watching
whether the government implements
his response or not,” La Mar Yaw.

The international community is
also pushing for action. On January
27, the UN’s special representative
on sexual violence in conflict, Zainab
Hawa Bangura, called on the govern-
ment to ensure that an impartial and
effective investigation was conduct-
ed in order to ensure justice, repara-
tions for the families and account-
ability for the perpetrators.

Kachin MP
blames Min
Aung Hlaing
for clashes

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com

ARMY commander-in-chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing bears the
most responsibility for repeated out-
breaks of fighting in Kachin State,
Amyotha Hluttaw representative
J Yaw Wu has told The Myanmar
Times.

“The commander-in-chief is the
one who orders the fighting of a war.
In this case, he is the person mostly
responsible. The soldiers are not re-
sponsible. Soldiers just have to what
their superiors order them to do,”
said the Kachin State representative.

He said the fighting “raises the
question of whether the command-
er-in-chief really wants peace or his
manipulator behind the plan doesn’t
want peace”, he said.

On January 23, J Yaw Wu wrote
to six political leaders, including the
president, telling them he believed
that a nationwide ceasefire agree-
ment should be signed at the same
time as the constitution is amended.

The government is currently
negotiating a ceasefire with armed
ethnic groups but a proposal to sign
on February 12, when Myanmar
marks Union Day, appears unlikely
to come to fruition because of re-
cent clashes in Kachin State’s Hpa-
kant township.

J Yaw Wu said the government
and parliament had both worked
hard over the past four years to
achieve peace but their efforts were
being sabotaged.

While he did not mention the Tat-
madaw specifically, he made it clear
that he held it responsible for the lat-
est breakdown in negotiations.

“It is very clear who doesn’t want
peace, who wants to destroy it,” he
said. “The fighting started again
when we were on the verge of achiev-
ing national solidarity and mutual
trust ... It is like they are trying to
make sure the ceasefire is not signed
because they don’t want peace and
don’t want to welcome the ethnic
group’s trust.”

His comments come shortly af-
ter Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
accused some ethnic groups of not
wanting peace in an interview with
Channel News Asia.

“Do they really want peace? If
they really want peace, there is no
reason why they should not get it,”
he said on January 20.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

First phase of measles, rubella vaccine campaign ends

SHWE YEE SAW MYINT
MYINT KAYTHI
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

PROTECTING children from highly
infectious diseases, teams of health
workers have been vaccinating school
students in a nationwide campaign
against measles and rubella. Accord-
ing to Ministry of Health statistics from
2012-13, only 85 percent of children are
immunised for measles and 10pc for
rubella.

The first phase of the US$24 million
mass immunisation program for mea-
sles and rubella was launched across
the country on January 19 from the
Ministry of Health, with support from
international health organisations, to
vaccinate basic education students as
well as children in monastic schools.

The nationwide program aims to
reach 174 million children between the
ages of nine months and 15 years in all
14 states and regions. The second phase

of the program is scheduled from Feb-
ruary 19 to 28 for children who missed
the first phase, which ended on Janu-
ary 27.

The program is mostly funded by
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, together
with the Ministry of Health, the World
Health Organization and the United
Nations Children’s Fund.

Health teams that performed the
vaccinations first checked the chil-
dren’s eyesight, heartbeat, blood pres-
sure and temperature and asked them
about food allergies. “Once we confirm
that the children are clear, we vaccinate
them and keep an eye on them for half
an hour,” said health assistant U Aung
Moe Kyi. About 4pc of children are esti-
mated to be allergic to the vaccine.

Daw Mya Mya Than, a teacher at
BEHS 6 Botahtaung, said the school
had already informed the parents of
the campaign, and asked if their chil-
dren have any allergies.

“Some parents want to see their

- . |

A health officer conducts a medical check on a student before administering an

immunisation at a school in Yangon on January 27. Photo: Naing Wynn Htoon

children being vaccinated,” said Daw
Mya Mya Than, as she called the names
of ninth- and 10*-grade children to re-

ceive the vaccine.

medical staff.

Of the six vaccination teams operat-
ing in Botahtaung, only four had doc-
tors because of a shortage of qualified

Daw Nyunt Yin, the mother of a
grade 9 student at BEHS 6 Botahtaung,
said she was worried about side-effects.
“I heard some children become fever-
ish,” she said.

Another parent, Daw San from
North Dagon township, said her child
had been hospitalised after receiving
the vaccine.

“My child had very high fever at
night after he came back from school
the day they gave the vaccination,” she
said. “He has been in hospital for three
days being treated for dengue fever.
The doctors said he was vaccinated by
health staff who didn’t notice he had a
fever”

Dr Kyaw Kan Kaung, assistant di-
rector of the Expanded Program on
Immunisation, said on January 28 that
the vaccine campaign was 80pc suc-
cessful in terms of parent cooperation.
He said the vaccine, imported from In-
dia, cost $5.50 a shot, and was safe for
use through 2016.
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Govt, NGOs prepare to

SHWE YEE
SAW MYINT

THOMAS KEAN

THE battle lines are being drawn over
Myanmar’s human rights record ahead
of a four-yearly United Nations review
later in 2015. The process seems set to
be dominated by questions of whether
Myanmar’s reforms have stalled, as the
government’s critics argue.

On January 15, the government
formed a 2l-member committee to
draft a report on the human rights situ-
ation in Myanmar for submission to
the UN Human Rights Council, while
human rights and civil society groups
are preparing their own submissions to
the UN body.

The national report is required as
part of a universal periodic review that
the council conducts for each member
country every four years.

Despite a number of important hu-
man rights-related reforms over the
past four years, these NGO submissions
are likely to be highly critical of the gov-
ernment’s perceived lack of progress,
with some contending that U Thein
Sein’s administration has “done far less
than it claims” on human rights.

‘The UPRis a trial
by fire on human
rights by peer
governments ...
That is a source of
pressure that should
not be discounted.’

Phil Robertson
Human Rights Watch

Myanmar’s progress over the past
four years toward meeting human
rights targets it accepted in 2011 will
be reviewed at the council’s 23 ses-
sion, scheduled for November 2-13. The
Myanmar government is required to
submit its report to the council by July
20, while NGOs have until March 23 to
make a submission to the council.

In a sign of the importance it is

attaching to the endeavour, the gov-
ernment’s committee is headed by
Minister for Home Affairs Lieutenant
General Ko Ko. It also includes repre-
sentatives from a range of government
departments and other bodies, includ-
ing the Myanmar Police Force, the
Union Supreme Court, the Corrections
Department and the Union Attorney
General’s Office.

The Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission is not represented
on the committee but will assist it in
preparing the report, chair U Win Mra
said.

The government also organised a
workshop on January 20, with support
from the Australian embassy in Yan-
gon and Australian Attorney General’s
Department, that brought together
departmental officials to provide input
for the national report.

The Universal Periodic Review was
created with the establishment of the
Human Rights Council in 2006.

When the first periodic review of
Myanmar was conducted in 2011, Hu-
man Rights Council members put
forward 190 recommendations to pro-
mote and protect human rights in the
country. In response, the government
said it had already implemented 10 of
these, but accepted another 64. It also
agreed to consider another 46, of which
six were later accepted.

Among its pledges, Myanmar un-
dertook to “sign and ratify the core hu-
man rights treaties”, such as the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights and the Convention against Tor-
ture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or De-
grading Treatment or Punishment. It
also agreed to establish a national hu-
man rights body in line with the Paris
Principles, to cooperate with the UN
special rapporteur on human rights
and to work with the UN to end the re-
cruitment of child soldiers.

Another 110 recommendations
were rejected outright because they
“were couched in such a manner that
acceptance of them would infringe on
Myanmar’s sovereign rights”, Attorney
General U Tun Shin told the council at
the time.

Under the review, countries are re-
quired to have implemented or begun
implementing accepted recommenda-
tions by the time the subsequent re-
view is conducted.

However, the government has made
progress toward or completed a num-
ber of these rejected recommendations,
including allowing the ICRC to resume
prison visits, removing restrictions on
press freedom and releasing political
prisoners.

Police officers attend an
unauthorised protest in Yangon
in June 2012. Photo: Ko Taik

U Win Mra said the government had
successfully implemented a number of
the recommendations, including ensur-
ing freedom of association, improving
rule of law and forming an independ-
ent human rights commission. “But I
cannot say we have been totally suc-
cessful in implementing [the] human
rights [recommendations],” he said.

He said the human rights commis-
sion plans to meet with civil society
groups to get their input on the report.

“Civil societies can give suggestions
for the government report but the com-
mittee cannot guarantee that they will
be included,” he said.

Non-government organisations are
also preparing to make their own sub-
missions to the Human Rights Council
on Myanmar’s human rights perfor-
mance. U Aung Myo Min, executive
director of Equality Myanmar, said 30
civil society groups will submit a report
to the council at the end of February as
part of the period review process.

He said the government has failed
to make progress in a number of hu-
man rights-related areas, including
peace-building, rule of law and wom-
en’s rights.

“Over the past four years the gov-
ernment did not keep its promise to
sign the agreement on the prevention
of torture. Some laws for women that it
submitted to the hluttaw do not uphold
the rights of women,” he said.

He attributed the government’s
failure in part to the widespread lack
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face off at UN on human rights

INDEPTH

of awareness about the Human Rights
Council process and the promises
made in 2011.

But Phil Robertson, deputy director
of the Asia division of Human Rights
Watch, which participated in the 2011
review of Myanmar, was more critical
of the government, saying it had “done
far less than it claims” on its human
rights commitments.

“Closer examination of the pledges
Myanmar accepted from other govern-
ments find plenty where there has not
been any appreciable progress - like
protecting human rights in northern
Rakhine State, prosecuting soldiers
committing sexual violence against
civilians, bringing domestic laws into
line with international rights stand-
ards, or ending discrimination and
violence against ethnic and religious
minorities,” he said.

While the government agreed to
ratify a range of rights conventions in

2011, Mr Robertson said it had only
added one, on disabilities, over the past
four years. He dismissed the caveat that
U Tun Shin gave the council in 2011 -
that ratification was contingent on
cabinet and parliamentary approval -
by pointing out that the government’s
party has an “overwhelming” majority
in parliament, and opposition groups
are hardly likely to oppose ratification.

“If something is a government pri-
ority, I don’t believe for a second that
they cannot get positive action to ap-
prove it by the parliament,” he said.

Human Rights Watch is working
on a submission for this year’s periodic
review. Mr Robertson said that while
accepted recommendations cannot be
enforced by the council in any way, the
review was still an important process.

“The UPR is a trial by fire on hu-
man rights by peer governments from
around the world and that is a source
of pressure that should not be dis-
counted,” he said. “Most governments
go to the UN and put their best foot
forward, so getting a dressing-down on
rights issues is something that they will
g0 a surprisingly long way to avoid.”

Former Australian ambassador to
Myanmar Trevor Wilson, who visited
Myanmar with human rights-related
missions in September 2012 and March
2014, said Western governments will
likely take a political approach to the
process and be influenced by the strong
criticisms from international rights de-
fenders, who fear that many of Myan-
mar’s reforms are being reversed.

Mr Wilson said most of the U Thein
Sein government’s human rights re-
forms, such as on freedom of speech,
assembly and association, have yet to

be consolidated and fully developed,
and this is unlikely to happen over the
course of 2015. At the same time, situa-
tions that are a source of human rights
abuses, such as domestic insurgency
and communal conflict, remain far
from resolved. “I do not currently see
political will in Myanmar to introduce
radical reforms ahead of the elections
scheduled for the end of 2015,” he said.

Myanmar took a cautious approach
in 2011, and is likely to do the same
in 2015, particularly given that the

110

Human rights recommendations
that Myanmar rejected as part of the
Universal Period Review in 2011

Ministry of Home Affairs will be coordi-
nating the country’s response, he said.

“Myanmar can afford to take a
measured approach to its responsibili-
ties, but should recognise that its long-
term political stability now requires a
government commitment to move for-
ward in some of the ongoing problem
areas,” he said.

“At the very least, a nationwide
peace agreement with satisfactory con-
crete provisions needs to be finalised,
and the Myanmar National Human
Rights Commission needs to find an ef-
fective reformist role for itself”

IN BRIEF

Nay Pyi Taw Council to build
more staff housing
Nay Pyi Taw Council is to spend
K20 billion (US$19.5 million) on
housing for its staff, says council
member U Kan Chun. The funds
were not included in the original
budget estimates for financial
2015-2016, but will come from
a capital expenditure grant from
the Union Financial Commission.
Only 23,527 of the 35,086
government employees live in
government-provided housing.
In the coming financial year
those in government housing will
also be exempt from municipal
fees, including water, electricity
and rubbish collection, he said.
Nay Pyi Taw Council has re-
quested a budget of K71 billion for
the coming financial year, while
Nay Pyi Taw Development Com-
mittee has requested K51 billion.

Myanmar, Ethiopia to
establish diplomatic ties

The Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia will become the 13"
nation to proclaim ties with
Myanmar under the U Thein Sein
government - and the 116" over-
all. U Tin Oo Lwin, deputy minis-
ter for foreign affairs, made the
announcement to the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw on January 22.

U Tin Oo Lwin said the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations
with Ethiopia has already been
approved by the government.

He said friendship with Ethiopia
would pave the way for better re-
lations with other African nations
and the United Nations. - Htoo
Thant, translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Taungtha residents greet students marching from Mandalay to Yangon with bouquets and garlands of flowers on January 28. Photos: Maung Zaw

Students suspend march after
securing February 1 meeting

PYAE THET PHYO

MAUNG ZAW

KYAW KO KO
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

STUDENTS protesting against the
national education law have agreed
to suspend their demonstrations on
February 1, the day scheduled for the
opening of four-party talks on the con-
troversy. Student leaders announced
the decision following negotiations
at the Ministry of Education on Janu-
ary 28 with the government and hlut-
taw representatives while, along the
route, cheering townspeople mixed
with marching students before police
barricades.

It was agreed at the meeting that
further “constructive” talks should
take place at Yangon’s Diamond Ju-
bilee Hall on February 1 to discuss 11
points put forward by the students,
who say the new law is too restrictive
and fails to reform education.

After the meeting, Minister for the
President’s Office U Aung Min told
reporters that he welcomed the stu-
dents’ decision, which he said was a
step toward democracy. “The students
have agreed to stop protesting because
we've reached agreement to discuss
the law;” he said.

Ko Min Ko Naing, leader of the
88 Generation student group and a

participant in the meeting, said the
deal was a “good start” toward im-
proving education.

“I expect both sides to honour the
agreement they have reached and to
find a solution to the problem through
negotiation,” he said. “This is a good
start for all our people here and over-
seas who are serious about democracy
and about education.”

The deal meant the suspension of a
march on Yangon by six separate col-
umns of protesting students, compris-
ing hundreds of marchers in all, from
Mandalay and Ayeyarwady regions
and Rakhine and Mon states.

Launched on January 20 in Manda-
lay, the marchers had been scheduled
to combine with another group from
Magwe Region as well as the Young
Monks’ Association before it was halt-
ed following the announcement of a
deal. However, they warned it would
resume if talks fail to yield the result
they are seeking.

“As long as the government keeps
its promise, we will have to keep ours.
We will halt our protest for the mo-
ment. But if we can’t reach an agree-
ment through negotiations at the
February 1 talks, we will resume,” said
Ko Pyae Phyo Kyaw, one of the protest
leaders.

“We will stop the strike only on
that day. We will keep marching until

we attain what we have demanded,”
said Ko Ye Yint Kyaw, an information
officer from the All Burma Federation
of Student Unions (ABFSU). “We hope
the government will not make a fool of
us [for stopping].”

Along the route of the 800-kilo-
metre (500-mile) Mandalay-Yangon
march, townspeople and villagers last

‘We will halt our
protest for the
moment. But if
we can’treach an
agreement... we
will resume.’

Ko Pyae Phyo Kyaw
Protest leader

week turned out in their thousands to
greet the students - even as the police
tried to obstruct them.

At Kyaukse and Nan Myint village,
Taungtha township, police put up
fences to block the march. On both oc-
casions they were eventually allowed

to pass after a tense stand-off.

Daw Aye Khine from Taungtha’s
No 5 ward said the police blockade
encouraged more people to come out
onto the streets and welcome the
students.

“We were worried they might be at
risk, but now we know that people in
our town love the truth,” she said, as
cheering and clapping residents mixed
with students before a barrier of more
than 100 police deployed to block the
students’ advance, decking them with
garlands of flowers and giving them
food.

“I love these students like my own
children and I welcome them. I hope
their demands will be met,” said Daw
Mya Kyi, a 60-year-old resident of Ta-
mangyi village, Taungtha township.

Since the march began on January
20, the students passed through the
townships of Tada-Oo, Kyaukse, Myit-
tha, Natogyi, Myingyan and Taungtha.
At Natogyi, high-school students ac-
companied the marchers.

“The people are always on the side
of students, whatever the situation,”
said U Htain Win, 73, from Taungtha.
“The government should know they are
on the side of truth. Students have al-
ways stood up for the truth, even at the
risk of their own lives. We won’t toler-
ate it if anything happens to them.”

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Mizzima pulls plug on daily paper as investors drop out

LUN MIN MANG
lunminlm@gmail.com

MIZZIMA Media Group is to cease
publication of its Myanmar-language
daily, which will transform into an on-
line paper, it announced last week.
Executives said on January 28 that
the decision was made because the
publication was making heavy losses.
Dozens of staff have been laid off as
a result and two key figures are also
parting company with the publication.
It will continue to publish its English-
language weekly newsmagazine.
Board member U Sonny Swe

announced his departure, saying the
daily operation had been unable to
compete financially with its competi-
tors in the crowded market.

“My participation will end on Feb-
ruary 15,” he said, adding that differ-
ences in management style were also a
factor in his departure.

U Soe Myint, editor-in-chief and
managing director of Mizzima, said its
current business model was no longer
working. “We’ve reviewed our strategy.
If we continue to pursue our current
business model, we will continue to
lose money,” he said. “We've had to cut
costs and discharge some employees.”

Tycoon U Theim Wai, also known
as Serge Pun, is also ending his in-
volvement with the paper. His compa-
ny, Serge Pun & Associates, has invest-
ed several million dollars in the media
group since 2013, according to sources
familiar with the company.

Both U Sonny Swe and U Theim
Wai have reportedly handed back their
shares in Mizzima to U Soe Myint,
whose wife has now joined the com-
pany as a director.

“U Theim Wai helped us a lot [but]
both he and Ko Sonny will not be with
us as we evolve,” said U Soe Myint.

Founded in New Delhi in 1998,

Mizzima returned to Myanmar in 2012
to capitalise on the government’s lib-
eralisation of the media landscape. It
was initially published as a weekly but
became a daily in 2013, after the gov-
ernment began allowing private daily
newspapers for the first time in five
decades.

However, the crowded market has
resulted in many newly launched dai-
lies closing down or reducing their
publishing frequency, and almost all
are losing money. Currently about 10
are still publishing, with the last daily
issue of Mizzima to be distributed on
February 28.
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NLD paper to relaunch this
week after circulation decline

Party reshuffles editorial team at publication that was embroiled in claims of missing money in 2013

KO KO
AUNG

pmkokoaung(dgmail.com

APPARENTLY gearing up for the
general election later this year, the
National League for Democracy
will relaunch its party publication,
D.Wave, in a bid to address declining
circulation.

Sources say the publication’s circu-
lation has more than halved to around
30,000 copies a week, while in 2013
it was embroiled in a financial scan-
dal after almost US$200,000 went
missing.

The instruction came direct from
party leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,

MILLION KYAT

185

Estimated revenue from D.Wave sales
that reportedly went missing in 2013

said the periodical’s editor, Nay Phone
Latt.

The main objective of the changes
is to improve relations between party
and people, he said, but the journal’s
financial losses also appear to be a fac-
tor in the decision.

The weekly paper is currently
considered a party periodical, cover-
ing news related to party activities
and politics, but has applied for a li-
cence from the Ministry of Informa-
tion to change to weekly general news
publication.

“The journal’s circulation is in de-
cline so we plan to renew and update
D.Wawve to feature ethnic affairs, par-
liamentary proceedings and a youth
program,” said editor-in-charge Mo-
nywa Aung Shin.

He said the paper would be easier
for readers to find in the market and
would contain articles by prominent
authors.

The first issue will be published on
February 2 and will mark the cente-
nary of the birth of General Aung San,
the country’s independence hero and
father of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The editorial board will be ex-
panded to include five new members,
including writer Min Khat Ye and Nay
Phone Latt. Former executive editor
Pyapon Ne Lone Oo will become an
advisory editor.

The opposition party periodical
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A Yangon resident reads a copy of D.Wave last week. Photo: Zarni Phyo

was launched in January, 2012. Its
name is a pun on the Myanmar word
for tidal wave, while the “D” in the title
also references democracy.

In September 2013, reports
emerged that K185 million of income
from sales of D.Wave had gone miss-
ing from the publication. Local media
reported that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

had instructed senior party members
to cover up the news, although this
was later denied by spokesperson U
Nyan Win. The party refused to com-
ment on the missing funds last week
but then-editor-in-chief U Ohn Kya-
ing - also a Pyidaungsu Hluttaw rep-
resentative - has been removed from
the editorial team.

Expert

forum to
focus on
dry zone

AYE SAPAY PHYU
ayephyu2006(@gmail.com

SUSTAINABLE development in
the nation’s dry zone will be the
focus of the fourth Green Econo-
my Green Growth forum (GEGG
4) to be held in upper Myanmar in
early February, said U Nay Htun,
founder and patron of the non-
profit organisation on January 26.

“The theme will be expanding
cooperation and deepening inte-
gration for sustainable natural
resources, social and economic
development,” he said.

The Nay Pyi Taw segment
will address policy, strategy, eco-
nomic and financing issues. The
Mandalay segment will address
science, technology, and man-
agement issues, focusing on dry
zones, he said.

The forum will be held in Nay
Pyi Taw on February 3-4, and
the Mandalay segment will take
place in Mandalay University on
February 5-6. About 400 to 450
local and international partici-
pants are expected in both Nay
Pyi Taw and Mandalay.

U Nay Htun said that the
three topics of discussion would
be green productivity improve-
ment; green, resilient and smart
built systems; and responsible
and sustainable tourism.
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Thanlwin dams vulnerable
to earthquakes, CSOs warn

LUNMIN
MANG

lunmin.lm(@gmail.com

A SERIES of dams planned to har-
ness the hydroelectric potential of the
Thanlwin River could raise the risk of
earthquakes as well as damaging the
environment, putting at risk local resi-
dents and their farms, protesters say.

The 2800-kilometre (1730-mile)
Thanlwin, also known as the Nu or
Salween River, flows from the Chinese
border to the Andaman Sea. UNESCO
has declared a section of it in China
a World Heritage Site because of the
wide range of biodiversity the river
supports, and it remains the last ma-
jor undammed river in Southeast Asia.

Two months after the July 2003
listing, the provincial government
of the Chinese province of Yunnan,
which borders Myanmar, announced
a plan to build 13 dams along their
stretch of the Nu River, while Myan-
mar’s Ministry of Electric Power is pre-
paring to build up to six more along
the Thanlwin.

These are the Kunlong Dam near
Kunlong township, northern Shan
State; the Nong Pha and Man Tong
dams in Tang Yan township (east of
Lashio), northern Shan State; the Ta-
sang, also known as Mai Tong Dam in

southern Shan State; the Ywathit Dam
near Bawlakhe township, Kayah State;
and the Hatgyi Dam in Kayin State.
The ministry says these could harvest
up to 10,000 megawatts of electricity.

However, environmental groups
say the river flows over two giant
faults, posing the risk of major flood-
ing in the event of an earthquake.
They also say the dams will risk the
environment and its biodiversity, as
well as the agricultural livelihood of
the local residents.

Representatives of the Burma Riv-
ers Network used a press conference
last week to urge the government to
reassess the environmental and social
impact of the dams before building
them.

“From the Hatgyi Dam to the upper
reaches of the Thanlwin, more than 40
villages are at risk. It is they who will
suffer the consequences,” said Ko Saw
Thar Boe, a member of the civil soci-
ety organisation. He said the regular
opening and closing of the sluice gates
could lead to seawater being mixed
with the river near the Andaman
coast, thus damaging local agriculture
and residents’ health.

The network also accuses the gov-
ernment and its partner foreign and
domestic companies of lack of trans-
parency in assessing the environmen-
tal and socioeconomic impact of the
project.

“Last year, Chinese engineers sur-
veyed the area. We had to insist on our
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legal right to accompany them,” said Ko
Ral, a member of the Karenni Civil So-
ciety Network, who said the engineers
later deleted recordings of interviews
they had conducted with residents.

A resident of Hlaingbwe township,
Kayin State, said the government had
failed to provide local residents with
enough information about the Hatgyi
Dam project. “If this dam is built, can
we still make a living from our farms?”
U Saw Win Maung, of Myainggingu
village, said at the press conference.

Deputy Minister for Electric
Power U Myint Zaw told the Pyi-
daungsu Hluttaw last February that
the ministry would work with local
and foreign companies on building
the dams through joint ventures or
build, operate and transfer (BOT)
agreements.

The Burma Rivers Network (BRN)
has sent an open letter to the minis-
try and to the Thai and Chinese em-
bassies, attaching copies of more than
60,000 signatures of local people who
are opposed to the dams.

The letter urges the parties to con-
duct a practical assessment of the seis-
mic risks entailed, citing the Chinese
geologist Fan Xiao to the effect that
the weight of the water in the dams
could increase the stress on the faults
that lay beneath the river.

The letter also recalled that fight-
ing had occurred within the project
area between the Tatmadaw and eth-
nic armed groups, raising questions
about security, and urged the govern-
ment to apply international standards,
maintain transparency, and explore
other options for development.

MP U Thein Lwin, secretary of the
Pyithu Hluttaw’s Natural Resources
and Environmental Conservation
Committee, said the concerns raised
in the letter should be considered.

“Electricity is needed for develop-
ment,” he said. “But the government
has to make sure that such projects are
truly in the interests of the citizens.”

IN BRIEF

Police warn on lending of

ID documents for car imports
Holders of Citizenship Scrutiny
Cards and household member
lists who rent out their official
documents to unscrupulous car
importers may face liability if the
vehicles imported under their
name are involved in accidents,
police have warned.

In order to circumvent regula-
tions, some importers rent the
necessary documents for about
K50,000. While there is no penalty
for lending documents in this
way, the deputy commander of
Yangon traffic police, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Linn Htut, said the
registered owner of the car is
liable if it is involved in illegal
activity, such as a hit-and-run car
accident or drug smuggling.

“Sometimes we find that the
registered owner is a betel quid
vendor or a water-carrier; or in
some other occupation unlikely
to be able to afford such a car;” he
said. - Toe Wai Aung, translation
by Emoon

Medical student heads to 0z
A local medical student is set to
begin post-graduate studies in
Perth, Australia, next month after
being chosen as the inaugural
recipient of a new scholarship.
Launched in 2014 by the off-
shore oil-and-gas company, the
Woodside Myanmar Postgradu-
ate Scholarship will cover tuition
and expenses for one student
to attend a two-year Master
of Public Health degree at the
University of Western Australia
(UWA). - May Thinzar Naing
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Vintage rally out of the blocks

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(dgmail.com

THEY'RE off. The second Myanmar-
Burma Road Classic rally set off from
Yangon in a screech of tyres on Janu-
ary 26, and will make its way through
some of the country’s major cities be-
fore returning on February 10.

Like the first rally, held in Octo-
ber 2013, it has been organised by
rally director Bruno Leunen of Des-
tination Rally.

The 22 drivers, from Belgium,
France, Switzerland and Britain, will
pilot a range of vintage and clas-
sic cars, including a 1995 and 1996
model Jaguar XK 140 DHC, a 1960
Mercedes 190 SL, a 1965 very limited
Citroen DS 21, a 1966 Ford Mustang
Cabrio, a 1966 Ford Mustang, a 1970
Aston Martin DB6, a 1973 Ford Mus-
tang Cabrio, a 1975 Bentley T1 and a
1978 Mercedes 450 SLC.

“It’s better than last time. The
routes are more scenic,’ said Mr
Leunen. “You can fly anywhere in
the country, but driving is the best
way to appreciate the scenery. This
rally is an adventure, a chance for
the drivers to talk to each other
about their own countries, have fun
and make friends.”

The route will take the drivers
from Kandawgyi Palace Hotel to
Nay Pyi Taw, Inle, Pindaya, May-
myo, Mogok, Mandalay, Monywa,
Bagan, Popa, Magwe and through
Ngwe Saung beach from Pyay before

A vintage Ferrari in Yangon for the Myanmar-Burma Road Classic crawls

along in grinding traffic beside Kandawgyi Lake on January 25. Photo: Thiri Lu

returning to Yangon on February 10.

The organisers worked with In-
spiration Myanmar to take care of
accommodation and other needs
along the route. “We get a lot of tour-
ists, but very rarely a rally like this.
It’s a great incentive for people to
visit,” said rally operations manager
Ma Khaing Sarni.

Logistics specialist Fabian
Daffern of Bespoke Handling, who
helped organise the event, said cus-
toms had been particularly help-
ful. “This time we passed easily.

Shipping the cars took 35 days from
Europe and 38 days from England,”
he said.

Preparations also include the
stationing of skilled mechanics and
Belgian medical personnel along the
route.

Rally drivers have spent
US$30,000 on the jaunt, including
hotels, food and all other expenses,
except fuel and tolls.

For 2016, Destination Rally is
planning a trip taking in both Thai-
land and Myanmar.

Annual KNU
meet to focus
on ceasefire

EIEITOE
LWIN

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

THE annual meeting of the Karen Na-
tional Union (KNU) will be held in the
first week of February to thrash out the
party’s stance on the peace process, es-
pecially the proposed signing of a draft
nationwide ceasefire agreement.

The meeting, to be held at the Hla-
ing Bwe, Kayin State, headquarters,
will also discuss the government’s de-
mocratisation reforms, KNU general
secretary Padoh Mahn Mahn told The
Myanmar Times last week.

The government and leaders of
the Nationwide Ceasefire Coordina-
tion Team (NCCT), which is negotiat-
ing the ceasefire agreement with the
Union Peace-making Work Commit-
tee (UPWC) on behalf of 16 armed
ethnic groups, proposed last month
that the signing could take place

Union Day, February 12.

Padoh Mahn Mahn rejected sug-
gestions that KNU would be prepared
to sign the agreement in advance of
other ethnic armed groups. “Impor-
tant issues still need to be addressed,
especially the basic principles of the
political dialogue and the code of con-
duct,” he said.

He added that KNU was seriously
concerned at the removal in the lat-
est draft of clauses previously agreed
on, particularly those concerning the
establishment of a federal system
through political dialogue.

“We haven’t reached agreement
even on those basic points. So we will
continue to search for ways to move
forward effectively,” said Padoh Mahn
Mahn.

Two controversial issues - the refor-
mation of its alliance with the United
Nationalities and Federal Council
(UNFC) and agreement to form a Kawt-
hoolei Armed Forces (KAF) - are not on
the agenda, said Padoh Mahn Mahn.
“These issues will be discussed at the
KNU conference in 2016,” he said.

Land to be
returned to

farmers at
Setse Beach

NAW SAY PHAW WAA
nawsayphawwaaldgmail.com

A DISPUTE over farmland near Mon
State’s Setse Beach has been resolved
after the intervention of the chief min-
ister, U Ohn Myint.

The land near the Thanbyuzayat
township beach was seized by the De-
partment of Labour in 1981, suppos-
edly to build offices.

Residents say the chief minister, U
Ohn Myint, visited the fields in ques-
tion on January 24 and announced that
it was time to restore the land. After
being told the site was more than 25
acres, he decreed that the state should
retain only 10 acres and the rest be
given back, said Ma Myat Thida Tun,
secretary of the National League for
Democracy’s Thanbyuzayat branch.

However, farmers were later told
that only 11 acres would restored fol-
lowing a joint land survey conducted
by the village administrator and
the Settlements and Land Records
Department.

After submitting a further com-
plaint to the chief minister, U Ohn
Myint held a meeting with the farm-
ers in Mawlamyine on January 29. He
told them that he had not been giving
exact instructions, as his calculations
were based on what the farmers had
told him and not official records.

“I just said that if there are 25.27
acres, the labour department should
get 10 acres ... I just told them an es-
timate and instructed them to tell me
after they have measured the land.
After the officials measured it, it was
only 18.9 acres. So now I say that the
farmers should get 9.9 acres. If they
don’t like my decision, they can take
legal action,” he said.

The farmers said they accepted
the chief minister’s revised calcula-
tion. They say they did not receive any
compensation, either in cash or kind,
when the land was taken.

- Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Corruption, threats keeping
child soldiers in Tatmadaw

Child Soldiers International says joint action plan to end underage recruitment needs to be strengthened

THOMAS KEAN
tdkeanf@gmail.com

CORRUPTION and fear of military of-
ficials are slowing the release of child
soldiers from the Tatmadaw, an inter-
national watchdog group says. Child
Soldiers International Asia program
manager Charu Lata Hogg says that
while significant progress has been
made on the issue since the Ministry
of Defence signed a joint action plan
with the UN Country Task Force on
Monitoring and Reporting (CTFMR)
in June 2012, children are continuing
to be recruited because of a lack of
strong deterrents for recruiters.

In a report released on January 23,
Child Soldiers International called on
the government to urgently address
serious gaps in age verification pro-
tocols, recruitment procedures and
accountability mechanisms to ensure
children are not recruited and used as
soldiers in state forces.

Ms Hogg said despite training and
directives from superiors, officers re-
main “loathe to admit underage re-
cruits are present in their ranks and
children are too fearful to come for-
ward and declare they are underage”

“The few children who do come
forward are reportedly intimidated
by officers and withdraw their state-
ment,” she said.

When a documentation review
is conducted, corruption within the
township General Administration De-
partment and pressure from military
officials can result in age verification

documents being falsified.

“Accurate proof of age is seldom
obtained. As a result, the Tatma-
daw’s progress in identifying children
within its ranks has been slow;” she
said. “[T]o implement the joint action
plan, the army is required to compile
lists of suspected minors for the UN
CTFMR to verify. However, we have
received information which suggests
that such lists are often incomplete or
fail to include all suspected minors in
the battalions.”

The report also acknowledged
some serious progress: From June
2012 to January 2015 the Tatmadaw
released 595 children into a program
aimed at reintegrating them into so-
ciety. Of these, 70 percent were freed
over the past year, including 42 on
January 23, according to the United
Nations. The military has also issued
a number of important directives, fo-
cusing on age verification procedures,
timeframes for introduction and pun-
ishments for those who fail to abide
by the directives.

“There is no doubt that there is a
reduction in the number of children
being recruited into the Tatmadaw;’
Ms Hogg said. “A massive awareness
raising campaign has been activated
in 66 cities and correspondingly the
number of complaints being made to
the UN CTFMR has gone up.”

The UN said in a statement to
mark the January 23 release that a
number of important steps had been
taken in 2014 to strengthen the joint
action plan, including in a number

of areas raised by Child Soldiers In-
ternational. A “high-level” review in
September provided the “opportunity
... to define essential remaining steps,
particularly to strengthen oversight
at all the stages of the recruitment
process in order to prevent underage
recruitment”.

Both sides agreed to improve ac-
countability for civilians or military
officials who facilitate underage re-
cruitment, increase legal protections
and provide further training for mili-
tary personnel on the issue.

Child soldiers released by the
Tatmadaw since the signing of a joint
action plan with the UN in June 2012

At the end of last year, the gov-
ernment’s Committee on Prevention
of Under-Age Recruitment was also
expanded to include the ministries of
immigration and information, it said.

Ms Hogg said senior Tatmadaw of-
ficials interviewed for the report were
“without doubt ... committed to end-
ing underage recruitment” and being
delisted from the UN secretary-gen-
eral’s annual report on armed forces

that recruit and use child soldiers.

“The discussions were extremely
frank and open and during these dis-
cussions officials admitted that age
verification was a problem. They told
us that the fact that children did not
have birth certificates or other docu-
ments to verify their age was a con-
tributing factor.”

Outside the purview of the CTMFR,
the government is working with the
UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) on a
birth registration program. According
to UNICEF, about 1.6 million children
are not registered, with 76 percent in
Chin State lacking documentation.

Ms Hogg said underage recruit-
ment was a “complex” issue and a
range of measures are needed to end
the practice.

“As a key step, the government
needs to seek technical assistance to
put in place the necessary strength-
ened recruitment procedures, age veri-
fication mechanisms and independent
monitoring and oversight of all armed
forces, including Border Guard Forces
and other security forces, to prevent
the unlawful recruitment of children.”

In addition to the Tatmadaw,
seven non-state armed groups are in-
cluded on the UN secretary-general’s
list of “persistent perpetrators” in the
recruitment and use of children.

Government officials could not
be reached for comment last week.
State-run media reported on January
24 that to the end of 2014 action had
been taken against 327 military per-
sonnel for recruiting child soldiers.
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Child-
centred
education
a failure:
experts

KHIN SU WAI
jasminekhin@gmail.com

ATTEMPTS to introduce child-centred
education to Myanmar’s schools have
ended in tears, educators were told
last week. A workshop heard on Janu-
ary 25 that the scheme, introduced in
basic primary education schools more
than 10 years ago with the help of
the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), has not been a success.

The Project for Strengthening CCA
Education in the Union of Myanmar
started in 2004, initially for three
years, in 27 major townships.

But teacher shortages, overcrowd-
ing and a reluctance to abandon the
traditional rote-learning approach
to education have caused it to fail,
education expert U Hla Moe told the
workshop.

He said Myanmar’s exam-based
approach discourages teachers from
child-centred learning techniques.

“CCA does not depend on exam re-
sults alone. But in our system, exams
account for 100 percent of the final
grade, compared to about 30pc in
other countries, where more stress is
placed on course-work evaluation,” he
said. “[CCA] requires children to think
in class and to express themselves.”

Daw Kyi Kyi Myint, a former teach-
er trainer and founder of Tha-mar-di
private school in Meiktila, said that
when CCA was launched in Mandalay
it was supposed to be integrated into
the geography, history and general
knowledge areas of the curriculum.
However, primary teachers had con-
tinued to stick to the old exam-based
system.

‘In our system, exams
account for 100
percent of the final
grade, compared to
about 30pcin other
countries.

U Hla Moe
Education expert

“JICA provided the educational in-
frastructure for CCA. But while prima-
ry school teachers told us it was good,
but in actual fact the children were
being overloaded because they were
trying to do both CCA and their usual
work,” she said.

She said resistance to new meth-
ods among teachers had always been
a problem in Myanmar, with teach-
ers quickly returning to their tradi-
tional methods after attending train-
ing programs designed to impart new
techniques.

“Children study hard, but since
they are judged on exam results, they
learn parrot-fashion. They gear up for
the month-long exam season rather
than the continuous assessment. At
the fourth- and eighth-standard ex-
ams, the children failed the test and
cried a lot. This showed the approach
was not appropriate,” she added.

Phaung Daw Oo monastic school
headmaster U Naryama said CCA was
one of several attempts to reform the
education system he had seen fail.

“The government Keeps saying they
will reform education, but children are
still taught parrot-fashion,” he said.
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Roadblock sparks clash
between soldiers, locals
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Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

VYSINARA

Reg. No. 6208/2011

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Human pharmaceutical preparations’.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Johnson & Johnson

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 2 February 2015

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

TORIUS

Reg. No. 6207/2011

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Human pharmaceutical preparations’.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Johnson & Johnson

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 2 February 2015

SITHU
LWIN

sithulwin.mmtimes(dgmail.com

SOLDIERS have been accused of beat-
ing and Kicking civilians who com-
plained about a roadblock set up by the
military on a path in regular use. Two
soldiers were also injured in the fracas,
which occurred on January 27 at Kan-
tomin in Yat Kwat Gyi, Pyin Oo Lwin
township.

The surrounding land was reported-
ly seized by the Military Technological
College in 1993; since then, residents
have been allowed only limited access.

Last June, the military started fenc-
ing off the land. On January 27, soldiers
put up an iron gate across a road lead-
ing to downtown Pyin Oo Lwin from
nearby villages.

“We asked them not to close the
gate and told them we’d submitted a
petition to the army commander-in-
chief not to cause inconvenience by
blocking the way. But they said the gate
would only be closed at night. While we
were discussing it, they started to hit
us with hoes and the fighting began,’

‘Instead of giving
[the land] back,
they’ve fenced it off,
and beat civilians
who complained.

U Myint Aung
Pyin Oo Lwin resident

L i e

Soldiers duck from the camera near a gate that prompted a clash between troops
and residents of Pyin Oo Lwin township on January 28. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

U Myint Aung, a resident, told The My-
anmar Times.

One of the many civilians injured in
the fracas is still receiving treatment at
Pyin Oo Lwin Hospital.

“They grabbed my hair and hit my
face and kicked me. A lot of my hair
came out,” said Ma Yon Ei Phyu, a 10%-
standard student who received medical
treatment.

U Myint Aung said the military had
failed to return the land as promised.

“The country is in a democratic
transition and the army has publicly
announced that all confiscated land
now unused would be restored to its
owners. They have not built on this
land, but instead of giving it back,
they’ve fenced it off, and beat civilians
who complained.”

Two soldiers injured in the clash are
now being treated at a military hospital.

Last August, the Military Techno-
logical College also served notice on
farmers in Nyankwal village to vacate
land they had been cultivating, claim-
ing it was owned by the military.

“This land has been owned by the
military since 1952, in return for com-
pensation with land in Moekyo and
Moekyo Kwatthit villages,” a sergeant at
the college who refused to be identified
told The Myanmar Times. “We've ob-
served that some illegal land transac-
tion have taken place on military land
at Kantomin, and have filed lawsuits
accordingly.”

He added that the gate would not
be closed permanently. “Access will be
allowed day and night. Security will be
posted there. There will be no building
project. It is up to our superiors wheth-
er or not the residents can continue liv-
ing there.” - Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Love

ConngtUIa tionS to our daughter/sister

Winnie aka Win Ei Khine, executive director of Maple Trading
Co., Ltd and founder of Streamline Training-Learning Centre
(STLC), for being awarded for the HIDA Success Story
Contest at the 9th World Convention of HIDA/AOTS Alumni
Societies which was held in Tokyo on 29th, October, 2014.
We are so much proud to have you as our daughter/sister for
your outstanding achievement.

Dad - Dr. Aung Win, Mum - Daw Kyway Kyway Zin,

Brother - Tun Aung Win

Sisters - Thet Su Zin Win and Zin Mee Zin Win
Maple Trading Co.,Ltd & Streamline Private School
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Nay Pyi Taw on January 4. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

Military proposes
5.5pc budget increase

HTOO THANT
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

THE military has sought approval
for a 5.5 percent budget increase in
2015-16, with the additional K137
billion to be used to raise soldiers’
wages in line with a salary increase
for civil servants.

Minister for Defence Lieuten-
ant General Wai Lwin submitted
the K2.750 trillion budget to the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on January 26.

Of the proposed budget, 51.5pc
is earmarked for salaries and al-
lowances and 33.4pc for military
expenditure. Construction spend-
ing will amount to more than 9pc,
while 4pc will go on education and
healthcare for soldiers’ families,
amounting to K17 billion and K90
billion respectively. The remaining
allocations are for debt repayment
and office equipment.

Spending on military educa-
tion and healthcare will rise by
K6 billion and about K3 billion
respectively.

Lt Gen Wai Lwin said 29pc of
the budget is earmarked for vehi-
cles, warships, armoured cars and
heavy weapons.

Parliament will discuss the
budget proposal, as well as that of
other ministries, over the coming
weeks (see related story below).

In previous years, proposals to
reduce defence spending have been
voted down by military and Union
Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) representatives, and the
ministry’s budget requests approved.

The Ministry of Defence budg-
et was K1.181 trillion in 2011-12,
K1.887 trillion in 2012-13, K2.222
trillion in 2013-14 and K2.613 tril-
lion in 2014-15. While the military’s
total budget has increased under
the U Thein Sein government, it
has fallen sharply relative to the
size of the overall budget.

In 2011-12 the military received
about 23pc of the total budget but
that had almost halved, to about
12pc, by 2014-15.

- Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Deficit to rise as government
seeks $3 billion for pay rises

National income fails to keep up with strong spending growth as government outlines big social spending plan

R

| = &) HTOO
e THANT
.

thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

PRESIDENT U Thein Sein’s last
budget before the election is a bo-
nanza for the public. Spending will
rise in education, health, water
quality, the agricultural sector and
electricity supply as the percentage
of the budget spent on the military
continues to fall.

Presenting the budget proposals
to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on Janu-
ary 26, Minister for Finance U Win
Shein said the budget also contained
allocations to raise civil service and
military salaries.

While both foreign debt and the
budget deficit are set to rise, U Win
Shein insisted they would remain at
acceptable levels.

“As we seek to become a mod-
ernised and developed country, we
cannot draw up a budget with no
deficit. But we can keep it to about
5pc of GDP,” he said.

National income is expected to
increase only 0.65 percent this year,
while spending is set to rise by 7.12
percent, pushing the deficit-to-GDP
ratio out to between 4pc and 5pc of
GDP, he said.

The deficit in 2015-16 is expected
to be about K3 trillion (US$2.922
billion) - with K17 trillion in income
and K20 trillion in expenditure -
and the total economy is estimated
at about K73.3 trillion.

In a move likely to intensify in-
terest in plans to raise government
salaries, U Win Shein said the gov-
ernment would spend K3.039 tril-
lion on rises for 1.4 million civil
servants and military personnel.

In response to criticism that in-
creasing civil servants’ salaries is
inflationary and hurts the rest of
the population, U Win Shein called
on “all sectors” to work together in
finding solutions “to the difficulties
that may arise as a consequence of
raising salaries™

Foreign debt reached K20 trillion
last September, up from K16 trillion
when the government took office.
The ratio between GDP and the for-
eign debt will be about 27pc, but the
government will keep it below 50pc,
he said.

The Ministry of Commerce has
also predicted that the trade deficit
for the coming year will exceed K4
trillion, with inflation predicted to
reach as high as 8.11pc, and the kyat
approaching K1020 to the dollar.

To increase electricity supply,
the Ministry of Electrical Power
plans to spend K2.465 trillion, in-
cluding foreign loans, making it

the fourth-largest spender after
the ministries of finance, energy
and defence (see related story
above).

The government has appropriat-
ed K1.702 trillion to fill the deficit in
regions and states, and K119 billion
in financial aid for a special fund for
rural development.

71.12%

Increase in spending in the proposed
2015-16 budget, up from about K20
trillion in 2014-15

He said K1.4 trillion has been
appropriated for education, up by
more than K251 billion from last
year’s Kl1.1 trillion. The extra fund-
ing will go to hire more than 50,000
additional  teachers, including
16,800 for primary schools, 30,000
for middle schools and 10,000 for
high schools.

The free education system
launched in recent years for pri-
mary and middle-school students
will be extended to higher educa-
tion in the coming year under the

National Education Law. More than
K18.4 billion has been appropriated
to provide free textbooks to primary
school pupils, as well as exercise
books and a uniform. Middle school
students will receive K6.63 billion
for their school fees and member-
ship fees for Parent and Teacher
Associations, and K3.93 billion for
textbooks.

Another K14.5 billion has been
appropriated for university stipends
and scholarships, and K1.9 billion in
support of students in government
technical institutes and government
technical schools run by the Minis-
try of Science and Technology.

U Win Shein said K757.437
billion had been appropriated
for health, an increase of more
than K48 billion over this year’s
K708.949 billion.

This will fund the purchase of
medical equipment, including two
magneto-diagnostic machines, two
X-ray machines and 50 electro-
surgical machines for government
hospitals.

The government will also train
an additional 3153 medical staff
- including doctors, dentists, and
medical technicians - plus 1300
nurses and 2440 basic medical staff.

The health budget also includes
K37492 billion for free medical
treatment for government staff.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

CRIME IN BRIEF

Actor to go stand trial for murder
The murder trial of actor-director

Min Ote Soe will resume on February
4, after the Bahan Township Court
transferred the case to the Western
District Court.

Min Ote Soe turned himself in to Ba-
han authorities on December 25, telling
them he had grown angry while talking
to Ma Nu Nu Yin, aka Tay Nu Yin, 33,
the editor of Tarapar magazine, about
“social matters”. He said he pushed,
punched and kicked her, after which she
collapsed. Attending the scene, Police
Major Khin Maung Kyi found the victim
dead in a bedroom with wounds all over
her body. An autopsy conducted the next
day showed she had suffered broken
ribs and a badly damaged liver. Min Ote
Soe was charged with murder. Contrary
to initial reports that he was cousins
with the victim, her family has told the
media he is not a relative.

Police hunt alleged phone scammer
Police are investigating a report of

a scam purchase of mobile phones
between friends. A 44-year-old mobile-
phone dealer from Pabedan township
contacted police after he was asked by
another man, whose identity was known
to him, to sell him multiple phones.

The seller showed 14 models, 66
phones in all, with a total value of
almost K1.2 million. Later the buyer
picked up the phones and paid with
a bag of what was thought to be 12
bundles of K1000 notes, each containing
100 pieces, before quickly departing in
a taxi for Pyapon township, Ayeyarwady
Region. On later inspection the K1000
notes visible from the outside were
found to be bookending K20 notes. U Tin
Soe, aka Escoot, faces charges under
section 420 of the Penal Code for dis-
honestly inducing delivery of property.

Police make series of drug busts
The arrest of a South Dagon man led
to a string of drug busts in Mingalar
Taung Nyunt township on the evening
of January 19, according to police.
After U San Yu Maung was searched
at the entrance to Mingalar Market,
he was allegedly found to be carrying
15 WY-branded yaba, or metham-
phetamine, pills hidden in a plastic bag
inside a cigarette pack. The investiga-
tion led police to inspect a taxi which
arrived soon after at Bagan Lone Kyun
in Tapyay Kone ward. When the driver
of the vehicle tried to speed away,
police pursued it to Yankin town-
ship and caught U Hlaing Kyaw Htun,
27, allegedly with 80 WY tablets in a
plastic bag in his pocket at Moegaung
Pagoda compound. Also arrested
was passenger U Lin Lin Htike, 29, of
North Okkalapa township, allegedly in
possession of 200 WY tablets as well
as K39,500. Similarly, Mingalar Taung
Nyunt police have arrested U Than
Htike Lwin, 24, of Tarmwe township, for
allegedly carrying 10 WY tablets.

Man crushed by falling paddy bags
Bayintnaung police are investigating
after a man was crushed to death
when 20 paddy bags fell on him while
he was working alongside co-workers.
Myo Thant, 33, of Hlaing Tharyar
township was rushed to Insein Hospital,
where he died during treatment. - Toe
Wai Aung, translation by Khant Lin Oo
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New team resumes search for bell

SHWEGU
THITSAR

|

khaingsabainyein@gmail.com

FOUR months after the latest search
for the fabled Dhammazedi Bell re-
sulted in claims of discovery, rev-
elations of failure and accusations
of fundraising fraud, a new team is
having a go at the nation’s favourite
treasure-hunt.

A team led by former navy officer
U Kyaw Win quietly began searching
for the bell on January 12 in the waters
near the Thanlyin oil refinery, at the
confluence of Yangon River, Bago Riv-
er and Pazundaung Creek. The search
stopped on January 20, but U Kyaw
Win has vowed to continue, using his
own funds, until the bell is found.

“If I found the bell, I will first in-
form the government and then I will
continue until the end [of the salvage
effort] if they instruct me,” U Kyaw
Win said.

So far he said the expedition has
cost him K4:0,000 a day for a ship rent-
al and other expenses, plus K800,000
for a machine to measure the depth of
the notoriously cloudy waters, as well
as K250,000 a day for a dive team.

Cast in the 15th century, the bell
is reputed to be the world’s largest,
at about 270 tonnes. However, it is
thought to have laid at the bottom
of the river since a failed attempt
by the Portuguese in 1608 to take it
from Shwedagon Pagoda to Thanlyin,
where it was to be melted down and
made into cannons.

No one knows exactly where it
rests, however, and several attempts to
find and raise it since the late 1980s
ended in failure.

A 2014 search, organised by U San

Members of a team searching
for the Dhammazedi Bell stand
on a dredger in the Yangon River

on August 27, 2014. Photo: AFP

Linn, U Soe Thein and U Win Myint,
raised more than K150 million from
corporate and private donations.
The undertaking drew large, capti-
vated crowds to the dive sight - even
though there was nothing to see
from shore - and involved not only
local monks but also vegetarianism,
a communion with a golden under-
water dragon and divers brought
in from Kawthoung, Tanintharyi
Region.

After “asking permission from all
noble persons and saints”, U San Linn
claimed on August 26 the team had
found the bell and would raise it. But
it soon emerged that no other member
of the team knew what he was talk-
ing about, and the mission ended on
September 18 with no bell found. At
the end of the search, the only thing
that had been raised was a number of
questions over just what U San Linn
did with everyone’s money.

U Win Myint, who contributed to

that failed effort, said he has since
been developing his own plan to lo-
cate the bell, but is willing to join
forces with U Kyaw Win if required -
or with anyone else with experience of
the hunt.

“If he [U Kyaw Win] hasn’t found
it after one month has passed, I will
apply for approval from the Yan-
gon Region government and Kkeep

‘It is impossible
to find the bell
individually,
whatever their
search method.’

U Chit San Win
Historian and writer

searching for the bell. I do believe one
day we will find it but we need to com-
bine our strength. That’s why I have
already contacted U Kyaw Win and all
who have been involved in previous
searches,” U Win Myint said.

One of those individuals is histo-
rian and writer U Chit San Win, who
said not only cooperation but also in-
put from experts will be needed if the
bell is to be found.

“Actually, he [U Kyaw Win] should
first take advice from historians to
confirm the point where the bell re-
ally is. He should also work together
with scientists and explore a wide
range of possibilities,” U Chit San Win
said.

“As far as we know, the bell could
be anywhere within a large area. In-
stead of working individually, search-
ers should work together after histo-
rians and scientists have worked to
pinpoint a likely location,” U Chit San
Win said.

He dismissed the prospect of the
bell being raised through supernatu-
ral assistance - an apparent rebuttal
to the 2014 expedition and its other-
worldly methods used to divine the
bell’s location.

“It is impossible to find the bell
individually, whatever their search
method,” he said.

U Soe Thein, chair of the Mon Lit-
erature and Culture Committee, said
the group was not getting its hopes
up over the current expedition. “We've
heard that U Kyaw Win hasn’t enough
funding and his searching methods
look unlikely to find the bell. I would
say it’s just a distant hope.”

U Kyaw Lwin Oo, director of the
Department of Archaeology, Nation-
al Museum and Library, refused to
comment on the search, saying his
department had not yet received any
notification of the current round of
hunting.

- Translation by Zar Zar Soe

TRADE MARK CAUTION

OTSUKA KAGU, LIMITED, a company organized under the laws
of Japan, and having its principal office at 3-1, Ariake, Koto-ku,
Tokyo, Japan, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following
Trademark:-

OTSUKA

INTERNATIONAL
DESIGN CENTER

Reg. No. 4/1319/1998

in respect of “Int’l Class 20: Bags (Sleeping-) for camping, Bamboo
curtains, Bead curtains for decoration, Beds (Hydrostatic[water-])
not for medical purposes, Beds, Benches [furniture], Blinds
(Slatted indoor-), Bolsters, Brackets (Picture frame-), Busts of
wood, wax, plaster or plastic, Cabinet work, Cabinets (Index-)
[furniture], Carts for computers [furniture], Chairs [seats], Chests
of drawers, Clothes hooks, not of metal, Coat hangers, Coathooks,
not of metal, Coatstands, Coffin fittings, not of metal, Costume
stands, Cots, Counters [tables], Covers for clothing (wardrobe),
Cradles, Crates, Cupboards, Curtain holders, not of textile
material, Curtain hooks, Curtain rails, Curtain rings, Curtain

rods, Curtain rollers, Curtain tie-backs, Curtains (Bamboo-),
Curtains (Bead-) for decoration, Cushions, Deck chairs, Desks,
Desks [furniture], Dinner wagons [furniture], Dispensers (Towel-)
, not of metal, fixed, Display stands, Divans, Door fittings, not
of metal, Doors for furniture, Dressing tables, Easy chairs,
Filing cabinets, Fittings, not of metal (Bed-), Fittings, not of
metal (Coffin-), Fittings, not of metal (Door-), Fittings, not of
metal (Furniture-), Fittings, not of metal (Window-), Flower-
stands [furniture], Frames (Picture-), Funerary urns, Furniture,
Furniture (Office-), Furniture (Partitions of wood for-), Furniture
casters, not of metal, Furniture fittings, not of metal, Furniture
of metal, Furniture shelves, Glass (Silvered-) [mirrors], Hangers
(Coat-), Hat stands, Headrests [Furniture], High chairs for babies,
Hooks, (Curtain-), Hooks, not of metal, for clothes rails, Ladders
of wood or plastics, Mannequins, Massage tables, Mattresses
(Spring-), Mattresses, Mirrors [looking glasses], Moldings for
picture frames, Newspaper display stands, Picture frames,
Pillows, Plaited straw [except matting], Plaques (Decorative
wall-), Playpens for babies, Pulleys of plastics for blinds, Racks
[furniture], Rattan, Screens [furniture], Seats of metal, Settees,
Showcases [furniture], Sideboards, Sofas, Statues of wood, wax,
plaster of plastic, Statuettes of wood, wax, plaster or plastic,
Stauettes of wood, wax, plaster or plastic, Stools, Straw edgings,
Straw mattresses, Table tops, Tables, Tea carts, Trays, not of metal,
Trestles [furniture], Trolleys[furniture], Trolleys for computer
[furniture], Typing desks, Umbrella stands, Wagons (Dinner-)
[furniture], Wall Plaques, not of textile (Decorative)[furniture],
Washstands [furniture], Writing desks.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trademark will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division

Tel: 959 4500 59 247, Email: info@untlaw.com
For OTSUKA KAGU, LIMITED

Dated: 2 February, 2015.

Youth centre
on track

for Union
Day launch

A NATIONAL youth centre could open
as early as Union Day, February 12, the
government has announced. Address-
ing civil society organisations at Myan-
mar Peace Center last week, Minister
for the President’s Office U Aung Min
said he looked forward to opening the
Union Youth Centre as soon as possible.

Based at the Livestock and Veteri-
nary University in Insein township, the
centre will be used for youth-related
activities and will feature a library, in-
ternet access, and meeting and confer-
ence facilities.

U Aung Min said the centre could
serve as the forum for discussions be-
tween young people and the govern-
ment about youth-related policy.

Centre organiser Ko Thet Swe said
preparations were almost complete,
but the date of the opening had yet to
be selected. “We still have to choose a
logo, but we aim to be open in time for
Union Day, February 12,” he said.

He added that while the centre is
being built with government support
on state-owned land, it will be run for
the most part by young people inde-
pendent of the government.

A 15-member board will comprise
five representatives each from the gov-
ernment, young people, and experts
agreed by both sides. Participants are
expected to ensure that the concerns
of young people are reflected in the
formation of government policies on
education, economic and social devel-
opment, politics, the environment, and
youth affairs. - Aung Kyaw Min
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KYAIKHTO, MON STATE

Ancient silver pieces
found 1n Mon State

NAW SAY PHAW WAA
nawsayphawwaaldgmail.com

RENOVATIONS are usually a money
pit, but for one homeowner in Mon
State they’ve turned up a valuable find.

U Maung Win, of Bo Yar Gyi village,
Kyaikhto township, was digging a foun-
dation for his house’s new kitchen on
January 20 when he discovered a 2-inch
silver container shaped like a mythical
animal. Inside were 16 coin-like objects
made of silver. After examining them he
reported the find to the Kyaikhto town-
ship administration office.

These 16 silver pieces were found in
Kyaikhto township. Photo: Supplied

“The associate director of the De-
partment of Archeological, National
Museum and Library and I went to
inspect,” said U Min Nwe Soe, Mon
State’s minister for planning and the
economy. “The Bo Yar Gyi administra-
tor and team will keep the container
found from the dig site permanently.”

The silver pieces weigh 816.465
grams in total and will be bought by
the state for a total of K960,000, U
Min Nwe Soe said. “We will find a do-
nor to buy them,” he said.

The Bo Yar Gyi village administra-
tor will keep the container temporarily
until the government decides where
the archaeological find should be kept.

U Aung Naing Moe, associate direc-
tor of the archeology department, told
The Myanmar Times that ancient arti-
facts are often found in this area. He
also hesitated to label them coins.

“Those are silver block pieces, not
coins and we haven’t figured out the
design. They can be called money only
after the Ministry of Mines and ex-
perts inspect them,” he said.

“We know they are ancient but there
are few markings so it’s hard to guess at
the moment what era they come from.”

- Translation by Khant Lin Oo

A police officer takes a photo of a former political prisoner staging a protest at the Chinese consulate. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Solo Letpadaung protester eludes
guards at Chinese consulate in MDY

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

A FORMER political prisoner last
week eluded tight security to stage a
solo protest outside the Chinese con-
sulate in Mandalay.

Ko Yar Zar, an activist from

Monywa, took advantage of a
10-minute absence by the guards
normally stationed outside the con-
sulate to stage the January 16 pro-
test, holding placards opposing the
Letpadaung mine.

The placards also urged the gov-
ernment to resolve the country’s

“political crisis” and he shouted slogans
calling on members of the government
and parliament to resign their posts.
When approached by a police of-
ficer Ko Yar Zar fled on a motorbike.
He was later charged by police in Chan
Aye Thar San township.
- Translation by Zar Zar Soe

TRADE MARK CAUTION

DAIKIN INDUSTRIES, LTD., of Umeda Center Bldg., 4-12
Nakazaki-nishi 2-chome, Kita-ku, Osaka, JAPAN, is the Owner
and Sole Proprietor of the following Trademark:-

DAIKIN

Reg. No. 4/971/1992

in respect of “Air treatment apparatus for industrial and household
purposes, namely, air conditioning apparatus, air cooling apparatus,
air heating apparatus, ventilation apparatus, air purifying apparatus,
air filtering apparatus, electric dust collectors, air deodorizing
apparatus, dried air supplying apparatus, dehumidifying apparatus, air
drying apparatus, humidifying apparatus, air-showering units (cold
air and warm air), electric fans, ventilation fans, fragrance sprayers
(electric); heating and heat exchanging, refrigerating, freezing and
chilling apparatus for industrial and household purposes, namely,
heat pumps, heat exchangers, fan-coil units, water chilling units,
brine chilling units, heat pump chillers (air-cooled and water cooled),
cooling towers, freezers, ice machines, refrigerators, prefabricated
refrigerating chambers, prefabricated freezing chambers, prefabricated
cold reserving chambers, cold water suppliers, cooling installations
for water, temperature controllers for machining coolant and/or
cutting lubricant, heat-pump water warmers, water boilers (as water
heaters), heating boilers (as steam generators), hot water suppliers
(for kitchen, bathroom, etc. ), stoves (kerosine combustion, infrared
radiation, far-infrared radiation and electric), warm air furnaces
and heaters (kerosine combustion, steam circulation, oil circulation,
infrared radiation, far-infrared radiation and electric), electric carpets
and mats, electric floor heaters (embedded); Cooking appliance for
industrial and household purposes, namely, electric tableware washers,
electric tableware driers, hot plates for cooking use; parts, fittings and
accessories, namely, inverters, compressors, tele-controllers, remote
controllers, control panels, integrated controllers, and other parts,
fittings and accessories of and for aforementioned goods”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trademark will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division

Tel: 959 4500 59 247, Email: info@untlaw.com
For DAIKIN INDUSTRIES, LTD.

Dated: 2 February, 2015.

Cruise liner visitors hit
a new record in 2014

EIEITHU

91.eieithu@gmail.com

A SURGE in the number of ocean
cruise liners visiting Myanmar last
year has spurred calls for a dedicated
terminal for passenger ships to dock.

U Thet Lwin Toh, managing di-
rector of Myanmar Voyages, said he
expects 20 cruise ships to dock this
year, although a number are not yet
confirmed.

Passenger cruisers started dock-
ing in Myanmar in 1995, but in small
numbers. In 2011 the number grew to

11 ships, with 4558 passengers, and
last year there were 18,611 passengers,
according to the Ministry of Hotels
and Tourism - by far the highest num-
ber to date in a single calendar year.
But accommodating the giant
ocean liners is not easy.
The international

4£00%

Increase in cruise visitor arrivals
between 2011 and 2014

terminal at

Thilawa can take both cargo vessels
and cruise ships, but prefers freight,
says U Thet Lwin Toh.

“They don’t want to favour cruise
ships because they need more security
for passengers than for goods,” he said.

“We would like a special terminal
for cruise ships, but it will cost a lot.
If we had the necessary infrastructure
and services, more cruise ships would
come.”

He said their passengers would
help to promote Myanmar as a desti-
nation to other potential visitors, par-
ticularly in the under-tapped North
American market.

“American tourists are the most
numerous among the passengers, and
they will stay in Myanmar for up to
four days if ships dock here,” he said.
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Naga zone expansion plan
sparks protests, petitions

Naga groups launch campaign to expand self-administered zone to include Khamti and Homalin

LUN MIN
MANG

lunmin.lm@gmail.com

A RECENT proposal to expand the
size of the Naga Self-Administered
Zone has provoked intense debate in
northern Sagaing Region, with resi-
dents in Homalin protesting against
being integrated into the autonomous
region.

The proposal has split the region
among ethnic lines, with non-Naga
residents mostly opposed to the idea.
However, it has been taken up by a lo-
cal non-government organisation, the
Naga National Affairs Council, which
says it plans to begin lobbying the
government and parliament on the
issue.

The controversy began in Novem-
ber 2014 when two research papers
on the issue were presented at the
Naga National Conference (NNC) in
Khamti. The papers said Khamti and
Homalin townships had previously
been part of what was known as the
Naga Hills District and should be in-
tegrated into the self-administered
zone.

The Naga Self-Administered
Zone was created under the 2008

constitution and includes Layshi,
Lahe and Nanyun townships.

The expansion proposal has
prompted concern among some resi-
dents of Khamti and Homalin, who
want the townships to remain under
the jurisdiction of the Sagaing Region
government rather than the ethnic
Naga administration.

As well as ethnic Naga, the two
townships are home to significant
Shan, Chin and Bamar populations.

On January 11, thousands of resi-
dents of Homalin protested against
the proposed expansion, according to
U Naing Naing Kyaw, a member of a
committee formed to oppose the plan.

He said attempts to expand the
self-administered zone would exacer-
bate ethnic tensions in the area.

“Thousands of people in Homalin
protested on January 11 and we have
launched a petition that has already
been signed by about 150,000 people
from Homalin and Khamti,” he said.

A copy of the petition has been
sent to Homalin Pyithu Hluttaw rep-
resentative U Aye as well as the Presi-
dent’s Office, parliament and inter-
ested groups, he said.

Naga National Affairs Council
joint secretary U Shuu Maung said
the group had not asked the govern-
ment to change the boundaries of the
self-administered zone but planned to
do so in the future.

“It is still just a proposal but we
are considering how to move forward
with it,” he said. “We have the right to
claim our lost land.”

Home rule: Myanmar’s self-administered areas

Naga Self-Administered Zone
Leshi, Lahe and Namyun
townships, Sagaing Region

Danu Self-Administered Zone
Ywangan and Pindaya townships,
Shan State

Pa-0 Self-Administered Zone
Ho Pong, Hsi Hseng and Pinlaung
townships, Shan State

Pa Laung Self-Administered Zone
Namhsan and Manton townships,
Shan State

Kokang Self-Administered Zone
Konkyan and Laukkai townships,
Shan State

Wa Self-Administered Division
Hopang, Mongma, Panwai, Nahpan,
Metman and Pangsang, Shan State

The Naga Self-Administered Zone
is one of six self-administered areas
formed under the 2008 constitution,
and the only one in Sagaing Region.

The constitution gives self-admin-
istered zones and divisions their own
administration - known as a leading
body - with some governance respon-
sibilities. Under the constitution, the
president has the authority to amend
the boundaries of a self-administered
zone on the recommendation of the
chief minister of the region or state.

Before pushing the regional and
Union governments for change, U
Shuu Maung said the council would
first conduct an assessment to see
whether incorporating Khamti and
Homalin into the zone was practical.

“We will not just demand the ex-
pansion based on emotion. Instead,
we will go step by step after conduct-
ing the work on the ground.”

While he declined to say when the
council would request the change, U
Shuu Maung said that it would soon
be raised with regional and national
governments and parliaments.

“A lead committee will be given re-
sponsibility for making the request,”
he said.

U Shuu Maung said the council
understands the concerns and fears
of residents who protested against
the proposal, but declined to com-
ment further.

Bird species
found in
Myanmar
for first time

CONSERVATIONISTS have identified
20 new species of birds found in My-
anmar. Daw Thiri Dae We Aung, an
executive member of the Myanmar
Bird and Nature Society, said these in-
cluded seven species never previously
spotted in Southeast Asia.

She said they had based their
study on the work of Craig Robson,
the world-renowned Asian bird expert
who has compiled a field guide to the
birds of Southeast Asia.

“Robson’s book lists a total of 1094
bird species in Myanmar, as of 2011.
These new findings bring the total to
1114, said Daw Thiri Dae We Aung,
who is also the conservation manager
of the Biodiversity and Nature Conser-
vation Association.

The new species were found by
members of Myeik University, the
MBNS, the Wildlife Conservation Soci-
ety, Bird Tour Asia, the Wildlife Sanc-
tuary (Putao), and Flora and Fauna
International between 2010 and 2014.

They hope the discoveries will be
added to a forestry department list
that currently includes just 1056 bird
species.

MBNS vice chair U Thein Aung
said they would send the updated list
of species to the Ministry of Environ-
mental Conservation and Forestry’s
Nature and Wildlife Conservation Di-
vision. “If they agree with our list, the
official bird list will be updated,” he
said. - Aye Sapay Phyu

Highest Residences in the Southern Hemisphere

MELEOURNE

AUSTRALIA 108

FREEHOLD

lconic 101 storeys residential

More than 800 units sold worldwide

in 2 months

tower in Melbourne, the world's

mast liveable city

Cutting-edge architecture by
award-winning architects:

Fender Katsalidis

Coveted location in the heart of
vibrant Southbank, just a short

walk to Crown Casino

Priceless panoramic views of

Melbourne city, gardens and bay

Qver 30,000 sqft of club-style

facilities by renowned designers

Uber-luxurious 1 - 3 bedroom and

e

Penthouse for ownership
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AUSTRALIA 108 |

Don’t miss
this
opportunity!

Date: 7th and 8th Feb 2015
Venue: Sedona Hotel
(Yankin Room)

Seminar: 11am & 3pm

No. 1, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road

Yankin Township
Yahgon, Myanmar

For more information,
please call:

Tony: 09974201142
Julian: 09428311204
Andrew: 09400468252
Crystal: 09450023766
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Wanbao must stick
to its commitments

DANIEL AGUIRRE
IRENE PIETROPAOLI
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

MANY are questioning whether
anyone will be held accountable for
the killing of Daw Khin Win, who
was shot during a December 22
protest near the Letpadaung copper
mine. But what are the responsi-
bilities of the mine’s investors in
relation to the dispute?

The Letpadaung mine is a joint
venture between Chinese company
Wanbao and the military-owned
Myanmar Economic Holdings Lim-
ited. The mine operator, Myanmar
‘Wanbao, has made a public com-
mitment to sustainable develop-
ment and human rights in the final
draft of its comprehensive Environ-
mental and Social Impact Assess-
ment (ESIA), which was released
on 25 June 2014. According to the
company’s website, the Letpadaung
project “will play as a role model in
environmental conservation sector
of the Union of Myanmar”.

But what kind of role model for
responsible investment will Let-
padaung really be? The answer will
provide vital clues to the direction of
Myanmar’s economic development,
and whether the unlocking of the
country’s enormous resources im-
proves the lives of millions of people
or prompts another “resource curse”
- whereby powerful political and
economic actors scramble for wealth
over the backs of ordinary people.

Residents of Monywa, some
100 kilometres west of Mandalay,
have complained for years about
unlawful land confiscations and
environmental damage caused by
the mine’s operations. In November
2012, dozens of protesters were
severely burned when riot police
allegedly used white phosphorous.

One indicator of Wanbao’s com-
mitment to responsible conduct is
how it responds to Daw Khin Win’s
killing and the protests over the
mine’s operation. Daw Khin Win
was Killed on December 22, when
she and other residents tried to
stop Wanbao workers from fencing
off their land for development. The
protesters faced company security
as well as local police.

An initial investigation by the
Myanmar National Human Rights
Commission ruled that the police
were responsible for the shooting
and recommended legal action.

So far, however, the authorities
have been reluctant to investigate.
Instead, they have prosecuted pro-
testers demanding justice for Daw
Khin Win. But the state’s failure

to protect human rights does not
absolve the company of all responsi-
bility, however.

Myanmar Wanbao promised
that it would not come to this. The
company’s ESIA outlines its com-
mitment to local laws as well as
international standards on law en-
forcement in securing its operations.
In the assessment, the company
agreed to develop a security plan
in order to prevent or mitigate any
threats identified in its risk assess-
ment. “The objective of the security
plan will be to ensure that security
is deployed in a way that respects
and protects human dignity and hu-
man rights, avoids creating conflict
and addresses security threats in as
peaceful a way as possible,” it said.

The agreement’s social man-
agement plan goes into detail on
‘Wanbao’s responsibility in a section
on “security and the use of force”
The company has committed, in
line with international standards,

to ensuring that force is used only
as a last resort where necessary
to proportionately mitigate risks
identified in the company’s risk
assessment. They have agreed to
provide the necessary training for
security in this regard.

The company has acknowledged
the concerns associated with project
security in weak governance zones.
Its ESIA states that government
security services protecting its op-
erations must respect international
guidelines on the use of force. Wan-
bao also committed to conducting
due diligence on all security provid-
ers in order “to avoid retaining the
services of any group or individual
that has previously been responsible
for violations of human rights or
humanitarian law”. These are impor-
tant preventative measures for any
company operating in Myanmar,
where the rule of law and human
rights are not well developed.

‘Wanbao has repeatedly claimed
that it has gone beyond its legal
requirements. “Even though
Myanmar Wanbao has met its legal
requirements and has paid compen-
sation and subsidies, the company
has gone further to safeguard the
livelihood and well-being of its com-
munity;” it says.

Given the continued allega-
tions of human rights abuse at the
Letpadaung mine, it is important
for Wanbao to demonstrate that it
has conducted due diligence and
undertaken the remedial measures
outlined in its ESIA. Wanbao should
make public its risk assessment and
its security plan to avoid being per-
ceived as complicit in human rights
abuses. Its ESIA demands that a
full report is submitted to its office
if a firearm is discharged, as it was
during the December 22 protest at
which Daw Khin Win was Killed.
This report should be made public.

Now that human rights abuses
related to security and the use of
force have occurred, the company
should make good on its commit-
ment to create an effective com-
munity complaints mechanism. The
ESIA explains that this mechanism
would allow the community to
express concerns about security. It
also states that Wanbao will investi-
gate allegations raised and take ac-
tion to prevent their reoccurrence.
It is vital that Wanbao be seen as
implementing its own rules and
helping the local community come
to terms with recent events.

The establishment of this mech-
anism is important in Myanmar,
where the police and judiciary are
often unwilling or unable to address
these issues. This has certainly been
the case so far with the Kkilling of
Daw Khin Win.

Wanbao should work closely
with civil society to improve its
relations with the local community
and ensure respect for their rights.
It should immediately implement
the terms of its ESIA. If it has done
so, Wanbao should make this public
and explain why events unfolded in
a manner that has led to accusations
of human rights abuses.

The latest violence at Let-
padaung shows that the govern-
ment needs to carefully monitor the
implementation of ESIAs to ensure
that they represent meaningful
commitments and not just exercises
in public relations.

Daniel Aguirre is the international

legal adviser for the International
Commission of Jurists in Yangon. Irene
Pietropaoli is an independent consultant
and legal researcher based in Yangon.
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RECENT clashes at the Letpadaung
copper mine that left one woman
dead have pushed tensions in the

area to breaking point. Neither side
seems willing to make the concessions
needed to end the conflict over the
mine.

In light of these events, it is
pertinent to ask how these types of
problems can be avoided. The interests
of mining firms and local populations
are not always completely opposed:
There is a way to negotiate mutually
acceptable outcomes and although
the business of understanding and
negotiating with local communities
is time-consuming and difficult, the
philosophy is not.

It is also common sense. A little
investment in understanding the
population who live where you work
will save you a mountain of reputa-
tional and security issues in the long
run. Examples from around the world
show us how this process should - and
often does - work.

By way of slight caveat, it is worth
noting that the period of the project
has coincided with rapid political and
economic change in Myanmar. The
project was designed under the old,
non-accountable system of govern-
ment, and is being held to account
under the new, rapidly evolving and
slightly more accountable system. The
Chinese operators of the project are
also learning on the job: China is not
a fully democratic country and does
not place the same value on ordinary
people having a say. In some ways it is
still much like the form of government
that Myanmar is moving away from.

First, some background. The
Letpadaung project is a joint venture
between Wanbao, a Chinese firm, the
military-owned Myanmar Economic
Holdings Ltd (MEHL) and Mining
Enterprise No 1 (ME1), part of the
Union Ministry of Mines. The deal was
originally signed between the prime
ministers of China and Myanmar in
April 2010 and by the end of that year
the initial scoping of the project had
begun near Monywa. Wanbao operates
the project on the ground.

During 2011, land compensation
was paid to villagers who were to be
moved from their villages to make
way for the project. This, however,
was based on Wanbao’s assessment of
the land value, and was administered
by township officials, who reportedly
forced villagers to sign or thumbprint
a “contract” without allowing them
to see the document’s contents. They
were then allegedly further short-
changed on the “agreed” compensa-
tion amount as well, with some K5000
notes swapped for K500 notes.

After a series of altercations be-
tween township officials and villagers
- including arrests of protesters and
replacement of anti-project village
leaders - some decided to relocate.
Others opted to remain in their homes,
unwilling to accept the amount of
compensation forced upon them.

Construction work on the mine
started in March 2012 but was stopped
in June that year due to civil unrest in

An activist speaks to Letpadaung area residents during a meeting on January 5. Photo:

the area. To date, it hasn’t restarted.

‘Wanbao then employed an inter-
national consulting firm to conduct
an Environmental and Social Impact
Assessment (ESIA). Whether this was
because ESIAs had been mandated for
mining projects in the 2012 Envi-
ronmental Conservation Law is not
known. While the ESIA was supposed
to have been based on international
standards, the firm that conducted
the assessment admitted in its report
that these were impossible to achieve
in the circumstances surrounding the
project.

A little investment in
understanding the
population who live
where you work will
save you a mountain
of reputational and
security issues in the
long run.

For example, the study was con-
ducted after the project had started
and people had been moved from their
land. The government limited the
villages that the study was allowed to
talk to. The use of Wanbao interpret-
ers and the presence of undercover
government officials - who sometimes
videotaped consultations with villages
- limited freedom of expression. These,
as well as other issues, made it difficult
for affected villagers to give what is
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known in the industry as free, prior
and informed consent.

The ESIA continued over the next
18 months, with Wanbao submitting a
draft to the Myanmar government in
December 2013. The delay was partly
due to major civil unrest: In November
2012, police used white phosphorous
grenades on protesting villagers and
monks, some of whom suffered severe
burns as a result.

In the meantime, President U
Thein Sein appointed Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi head of a special commission
charged with investigating the project.
The commission’s report was released
in March 2013 and recommended
increases in land compensation (a
total of US$8 million has been paid
to 441 landowners to date) as well as
improved environmental and social
protections. Wanbao began a series of
relatively extensive corporate social
responsibility programs that delivered
schools, roads, electricity connections,
water purification facilities and pago-
das to affected communities.

In July 2013, amendments to the
production sharing contract between
‘Wanbao, the Myanmar government,
MEHL and ME1 were made that de-
creased Wanbao’s profits and increased
the Myanmar government’s.

ME1 and MEHL, which is owned
by the Tatmadaw - an organisation
notorious for land rights violations -
were made responsible for all consul-
tations with the community and land
acquisitions.

In early 2014, the ESIA continued
with the same Western consulting
firm beginning a further community
consultation exercise. It found that the
most important issues were compen-
sation for land acquisition, followed
by concerns over the environmental
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impact of mining, and opportuni-
ties for community development and
employment.

The current issues surrounding the
project are well known and culminat-
ed with the Killing of Daw Khin Win
on December 22. She was shot while
attending a protest against the erec-
tion of a fence around land claimed
by both the company and the local
communities.

The relationship between Wanbao
and at least some of the surrounding
communities has completely broken
down. Tensions are inflamed on all
sides and there is no trust. This means
that even when reasonable points are
made by the communities or reason-
able offers are made by the project
operators, they are rejected out of
hand. We are in a situation where
outside activists are involved, a villager
has been shot, other villagers have
been attacked with white phosphorous
grenades and relations between the
Chinese and Myanmar governments
are being affected.

So how should this process work?

It is not difficult - but it is time-
consuming and involves putting more
money and effort in at the beginning
of a project life-cycle. However, this is
repaid several-fold in terms of compa-
ny reputation, security of the worksite
and the absence of work stoppages.

Simply, as soon as a project deal is
signed, operators have to launch their
ESIA, as legally required. This is the
company’s opportunity to under-
stand the communities in the area
and their concerns. Generally this is
part of the assessment, although the
“social” usually plays second fiddle to
the “environmental”. This is because
social impacts are usually much more
complex than environmental impacts.

They are more difficult to under-
stand because rather than measuring
environmental variables they involve
taking the views of lots of people into
account.

Companies should launch their
local community consultation with
a heavy emphasis on understanding
the community and building durable
links with them based on trust. There
is logic behind the immediate com-
mencement of community consulta-
tions. Rumours about the project will
already be in full flow, causing, for ex-
ample, land prices to fluctuate - either

up or down depending on the rumours
- and resulting in people moving into
the area in anticipation of work. In
short, social impacts start well before
environmental impacts.

Open interaction will improve
the operator’s understanding of the
community but also the community’s
understanding of the operator. Discus-
sions will then naturally focus on how
the community and the operator can
work together. The possible interac-
tions between the two are extensive,
but include employment, training,
social development and any possible
land resettlements. It is to be expected
that the project will cause significant
impositions on the community but it
is also to be expected that the com-
munities will foresee benefit through
increased opportunities for employ-
ment, training and up-skilling, and
education. It is, after all, the local
communities’ project as well.

Following on from this process, and
based on the outcomes of the ESIA
and engagement process, corporations
enact their corporate social responsi-
bility programs - essentially what they
are going to do for communities in re-
turn for them allowing the corporation
to operate in the area. This ensures
that communities receive what they
want and need, rather than what the
company thinks that they should have.
Of utmost importance is that the com-
munity feels part of any CSR projects
that will be implemented. If they are
not, there will be very little impact in
terms of increasing goodwill.

In reality, the ESIA and the CSR
programs are one and the same: They
are about understanding and working
with the population and environ-
ment. Often they come under different
budgetary lines but wise companies
organise them using the same people
and pay for them under the same
budget.

Get it right and the company en-
joys good relations with its communi-
ties - and hence its workforce and
contractors, most of whom will come
from those communities - as well as
fewer work stoppages and less security
issues. Security is generated by the
communities having a psychological

es can align - provided investors make a serious effort to understand an area’s people and environment

stake in the project, not by guards
keeping the communities away from
the project. The opposite - having to
pause the project while the population
protests against you - costs companies
much more than doing it properly in
the first place. The costs to Wanbao to
date must be astronomical - both to
its reputation and bottom line.

Finally, the outcome of the exten-
sive two-way discussions should be
enshrined in a social covenant signed
between the operator, the communities
and the government before any physi-
cal construction begins on site. This
will set out the responsibilities of the
company to the communities and vice
versa: The corporate social responsibil-
ity program will then be grounded in
what the community actually wants.
Sensible companies also build in
grievance mechanisms, so that both
the communities and the company can
communicate in a way that minimises
tensions. Get this right and the mutual
outcomes are considerable.

Myanmar is a country that is
“blessed” with natural resources. Doz-
ens of extractive projects are already
under way; within a few years there
will be hundreds. The revenues that
will accrue from these resources could
fund the development of Myanmar
and lift millions of its people out of
poverty. But accusations of land grabs,
human rights abuses and allegations
of government complicity in both will
scare away investors and responsible
operators. Corporations must get on
top of this. It is not enough to say that
the Myanmar government is “handling
these issues for us” If a corporation
says this, it is its reputation that will
inevitably suffer.

As a friend of mine working in
mining investment remarked recently,
“Not for 15 years will the reputational
risk be acceptable [in Myanmar], and
by then the Chinese will have taken all
the good stuft”

Mike Martin is director of IDG Acumen, a
micro-social research consultancy with
an expertise in conflict and security that
is based in Yangon. Andrea Malouf is IDG
Acumen’s research manager. For more
information, see www.idg-acumen.com.
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A member of the Myanmar Alliance for Transparency and Accountability speaks to a man who was shot by police during a
December 22 protest at the Letpadaung mine in Monywa Hospital on January 5. Photo: Yu Yu

Racism,
bigotry
remain a
problem

BAN KI-MOON
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

SEVENTY years ago on January
27, Allied forces liberated Ausch-
witz Birkenau, the German Nazi
concentration and extermina-
tion camp.

More than a million inmates,
primarily Jews, were brutally
and systematically killed in the
place where the Nazis intro-
duced the monstrous concept of
“industrialised murder” Among
the other victims were non-
Jewish Poles, political prison-
ers, Soviet prisoners of war,
Sinti and Roma, homosexuals,
disabled persons and Jehovah’s
witnesses.

Unprecedented in human
history, this mass killing was
motivated by the perverse, race-
based ideology of the Nazis, who
sought to track down and Kkill
every last Jew and any others
they considered to be inferior.

Humankind united to over-
come the Nazi menace. Today,
we are being tested again. Mi-
norities everywhere often face
bigotry. Sectarian tensions and
other forms of intolerance are
on the rise. Anti-Semitic attacks
continue, with Jews being Killed
solely because they are Jews.
Vulnerable communities around
the world continue to bury
their dead while living in fear of
further violence.

Humankind
united to
overcome the Nazi
menace. Today

we are being
tested again.
IE——

The mission of the United
Nations was shaped by the
tragedy of World War II and the
Holocaust. We are committed to
protect the vulnerable, promote
fundamental human rights, and
uphold the freedom, dignity and
worth of every person.

For the past decade, the
Holocaust and the United Na-
tions Outreach Programme has
mobilised students and educa-
tors around the world to help
us achieve these goals. We are
grateful to our many partners -
including Holocaust survivors
- who have contributed to this
work, which spanned 42 coun-
tries in the past year alone.

The violence and bias we see
every day are stark reminders
of the distance still to travel
in upholding human rights,
preventing genocide and de-
fending our common humanity.
‘We must redouble our efforts
to eradicate the deep roots of
hatred and intolerance. People
everywhere must unite to stop
the cycles of discord and build
a world of inclusion and mu-
tual respect.

Ban Ki-moon is secretary-general of
the United Nations.
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America does a ‘good cop,
bad cop’ routine on Myanmar

ROGER
MITTON

rogermitton(dgmail.com

A LOT of fuss is made over the provi-
sion that a quarter of the seats in
Myanmar’s parliament are reserved
for the military. Yet relatively little
fuss is made over the fact that 100
percent of the seats in Thailand’s in-
terim parliament are taken by mili-
tary men, and 100pc of the ministers
in Laos and Vietnam are members of
the Communist Party.

It seems that making a fuss over
the lack of democracy in parts of this
region is done in a curiously selec-
tive way by foreign observers, espe-
cially those in the United States, the
ostensible leader of the free world.

It is a misguided policy and its
shortcomings were illustrated by a
couple of recent visits to this region
by senior officials from the adminis-
tration of President Barack Obama
in Washington.

Before we go further, a caveat
should be noted: It is possible that
these two emissaries were instruct-
ed to play a “bad cop, good cop”
routine in order to achieve their
goals. If that was the case, then they
may be excused. The facts follow -
you be the judge.

The first visitor was US assistant
secretary of state for democracy,
human rights and labour Tom Ma-
linowski - the “bad cop”, so to speak
- who came here last month for a bit
of diplomatic lecturing.

Malinowski’s delegation focused
on Myanmar’s allegedly stalled re-
forms and other human rights issues.

“There is a great deal of scepti-
cism in some quarters about wheth-
er the reform process is continuing
and fears about tensions and other
problems that might arise in a year
in which the election will be first

and foremost in people’s minds,” said
Malinowski.

During talks in Nay Pyi Taw, his
team also discussed - verbally arm-
twisted might be more apt - other
contentious issues like the arrests
of journalists and dissidents, the
need for judicial reform, and land
appropriations.

All well and good - except that
Malinowski’s message was heavy-
handed and excessive, given the par-
lous state that the country was in less
than five years ago, when reforms
began. In a nutshell, he charged that
President U Thein Sein’s govern-
ment still needs to do much more on
the reform front - and do it pretty
quickly or else there’ll be repercus-
sions from Uncle Sam.

Interestingly, his message was re-
inforced by a concurrent visit by the
UN special rapporteur for Myanmar,
Yanghee Lee.

These “you-guys-must-do-better-
and-do-it-pronto” warnings provided
fodder to those experts in Washing-
ton’s think tanks whose analytical
clairvoyance apparently extends
more than 8000 miles.

Their views are valuable in an
academic sense, of course, as I fondly
recall from my lunches at the Thai
Kitchen on K Street with US ambas-
sador to Myanmar Derek Mitchell,
when he was at the Centre for Strate-
gic and International Studies.

But as with journalists, when the
opinions of these guys start motivat-
ing legislators and driving policy
then things can become vexatious.

Malinowski’s visit has reinforced
the notion that Myanmar’s reforms
are backsliding. They are not. But try
telling that to DC’s far-off eggheads
like Joshua Kurlantzick, a senior
fellow for Southeast Asia at Washing-
ton’s Council on Foreign Relations.

He recently said, “There are
concerns, both within Myanmar and
among outside countries, that this
year’s critical national elections will
be waylaid, not allowing the vote to
go on freely and fairly”

Well, yes, fine, as could be said
about most elections in this region.

But then he goes further and
asserts that to ensure Myanmar’s
elections are held properly and that

other concerns about human rights
are dealt with, strong retributive ac-
tion must be taken - and taken now.

He urges the White House to go
beyond Malinowski’s public criticism
and to freeze aspects of the bilateral
relationship until after the elections
have been held and a new, fairly
elected government is in place.

Most importantly, he advocates
stopping further restoration of
military-to-military ties until the
election is over, so as to signal to the
generals that the people’s will must
prevail, even if the National League
for Democracy wins a majority.

Now, let us contrast this bombas-
tic haranguing with a different mes-
sage, also delivered last month, by
America’s “good cop” visitor, Daniel
R Russel, the assistant secretary for
East Asian and Pacific affairs.

Speaking in Bangkok, Russel’s
focus was naturally the lamentable
political situation in Thailand, but he
also touched on affairs in Myanmar
- and did so with a far defter touch
than Malinowski. Repeatedly lauding
the benefits of a democratic system
of government, Russel noted that
“while significant challenges remain
in Myanmar, we’ve seen a historic
opening-up of that country after
decades of isolation”

There was no hint that the
historic opening has stalled or is in
any way disappointing; rather, he
extolled, “It’s been dramatic and it’s
been difficult”

He admitted that there are
major challenges ahead but he also
declared that after what the reforms
have already achieved, he was sure
Myanmar’s citizens would be unwill-
ing to go backwards.

Said Russel, “I don’t think that
they want to retreat, and it is both
an opportunity and a responsibility
for the international community,
for Myanmar’s neighbours, and for
partners like the United States, to
help them succeed.”

Now, there is a message that
makes sense. Far better to take Rus-
sel’s advice and accentuate the posi-
tive, especially when one looks at the
backsliding into political medievalism
that has occurred in Thailand and
still prevails in Laos and Vietnam.

The ceasefire a

AUNG
NAING 00

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

THANKS to the sustained ceasefire in
southern Myanmar since 2012, Metta
has got its true meaning back.

“Metta” means love or loving kind-
ness in Myanmar language. But it’s
also a small town in Dawei district,
Tanintharyi Region.

Previously it was just a typical
village of the kind that one sees
throughout rural Myanmar - cows,
chicken and pigs wandering among
rickety bamboo houses with thatch
roofs - with unmistakable signs of
poverty, underdevelopment and
backwardness.

Despite its beautiful name, Metta
is in an area ravaged by war. Like
hundreds of other villages scattered
throughout the country’s conflict
areas, it suffered immeasurably over
past decades.

Metta’s men-folk were subject to
forced recruitment by various armed
insurgent groups fighting the govern-
ment in the area. They were con-
stantly on the run so as to avoid being
drafted into military service. This
meant they could not spend time with
and take care of their families.

Fighting often erupted in and
around the town. All kinds of illegal
taxation were imposed on the villag-
ers by various armed groups. Abuse
was rampant. Despite its name, love,
or loving kindness, was the rarest
commodity in this town.

All of this changed as a result of
the ceasefire signed by the govern-
ment and Karen National Union
in January 2012. Metta was to go
through a makeover.

During a recent field trip to under-
stand regional development initia-
tives, an official from the Myanmar
Peace Center - himself a former sol-
dier - was shocked to see the changes
that had taken place in Metta. It was
no longer a village. It is a town, with
concrete houses, shops full of goods
and satellite dishes.

Curious as to what prompted
the dramatic transformation of the
town in just a few years, he spoke to

Loikaw and other parts of Kayah State have

a woman - a shopkeeper with five
young children. He quizzed her as

to why she had so many children, to
which she replied, “My husband was
never around because of the conflict.
It was not just my husband who had
to stay out of town, but all of the
other able-bodied males as well.”

With a smile on her face, she
added, “It has been a long time since
I last heard the gunfire. We now have
peace and my husband can stay with
us all the time. That is why we have
many children now.”

During the visit, a KNU leader
told peace centre officials that the
group had even stopped its soldiers
from hunting in forests near Metta
“because the gunfire may frighten the
villagers”

The conflict landscape has been
transformed by ceasefires alone;
official peace talks to resolve the long-
standing issue underpinning these
conflicts have not yet started. Yet
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benefited from ceasefire agreements signed with armed groups. Photo: Christopher Davy

Metta has already got its mojo back.

Thanks to cooperation between
the government and the KNU, the
truce has held. As a result, towns and
villages like Metta have returned to
normalcy.

But it’s not only villages in Tanin-
tharyi Region reaping the dividends
of ceasefires. In December 2014 1
visited Kayah State for the first time.
My conversations with shopkeepers,
taxi drivers, vendors, monks, politi-

In areas where
ceasefires have
held the people are
already moving on
from the hardships
they had to endure
during the conflict.

cians and activists - a broad cross
section of the community - all yielded
evidence that the ceasefire there has
brought many benefits to residents.
They told me that a little over two
years ago they did not venture to
towns just 25-30 kilometres (15-18
miles) outside the regional capital,
Loikaw. Now they can travel day and
night without having to worry about
security. Roads are being upgraded
and commerce has returned. The
region has been opened to tourism,
creating additional job opportunities.
Further south, in the Thandaung-
gyi area of Kayin State and eastern
Bago Region, rice and batteries could
not be transported during the conflict
without the recommendation of vil-
lage leaders and military authorities.
Rice would be an invaluable supply
for the KNU and batteries could
be used to detonate bombs. Check-
points established by both KNU and
government security forces were too
numerous to count. As a result, trans-
portation was extremely difficult and
everything was expensive.

‘love’

Since peace returned, security
checkpoints have been removed,
including those that were manned
by the KNU. Along with rice and
batteries, other commercial items can
now be transported freely. Mines are
no longer in use. The price of rice is
normal and roads are open 24 hours
a day. Villages that were abandoned
due to incessant fighting are being
repopulated by returnees. Cultivation
of commercial fruit, such as durian,
has resumed. Commerce has returned
and Thandaunggyi is now touted as
a potential location for mountain
resorts.

Because roads are open 24 hours,
villagers do not have to stop in
Thandaunggyi overnight when mak-
ing a trip to Taungoo for shopping
or medical treatment. Some rural resi-
dents have begun to receive electricity
for the first time in their life.

Not all ceasefire areas are like the
one in Metta. But through our travels
and field trips we have learned that in
areas where ceasefires have held the
people are already moving on from
the hardships they had to endure
during the conflict. Most do not
understand that it is just a ceasefire
and that no formal peace has yet been
established. In some areas, they do
not care if the political dialogue can
be initiated; all they want is for the
status quo to remain.

Some villagers tell us that they
still see soldiers and would prefer
that police maintained law and order
instead. They certainly do not wish to
see checkpoints return. Sometimes,
they ask us to tell the Tatmadaw to be
patient and understanding because it
is bigger and stronger - a message we
often hear from ethnic groups as well.

I rejoiced when I heard the story
of how Metta got its true meaning
back. This is tempered by the sadness
I feel over the fighting and loss of life
in Kachin and northern Shan States,
where a ceasefire has yet to be signed.

As someone who has been in-
volved deeply in the peace process, I
have seen the numerous upsides of
the ceasefire and miseries associated
with continued fighting. I just wish
the “love” we now see in Metta could
be emulated throughout Myanmar.

Aung Naing Oo is associate director
of the Peace Dialogue Program at the
Myanmar Peace Center. The opinions
expressed here are his own.

Bo Kyin Maung: BCP
leader, freedom fighter

SITHU AUNG
MYINT

newsroom@mmtimes.com

THOSE interested in Myanmar
politics should have heard of the
recent passing of Yebaw Tun, also
known as Bo Kyin Maung, who was
the leader of the Burma Communist
Party (BCP). He had headed the
BCP since a major split in 1989,
when ethnic armed groups rebelled
against its leadership.

Prior to joining the BCP he had
been involved in the fight for inde-
pendence from Britain and also the
resistance to fascist Japanese rule
during World War I1.

The BCP was formed in 1939.
National leader General Aung San
was one of the founding members.

It went underground during Jap-
anese rule. On March 28, 1948 - less
than three months after independ-
ence - the BCP rebelled against the
ruling Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom
League. However, because of errors
by its leadership, the BCP had
mostly been confined to the Chinese
border by the 1970s.

They had seized this territory
in 1968, with support from China,
which was retaliating against the
anti-Chinese riots the previous
year. On January 1 of that year,

BCP cadres in China and some
ethnic armed groups, together with
Chinese volunteers, attacked in
force. They subsequently captured
territory that became known as the
Kokang, Wa, Mong La and Kachin
War Zone 101 regions.

During this time Bo Kyin Maung
was a member of the BCP politbu-
reau and headed an underground
movement in Myanmar. His group
was a major player among those
who incited the 1988 uprising that
eventually spread across the country.

Just a year later, a coup
launched by armed ethnic groups
forced BCP executive committee
members to leave their headquar-
ters at Panghsang in the Wa Region

and take refuge in China.

Since then, Bo Kyin Maung has
been the main BCP leader. He tried
to re-enter Myanmar by forming
an armed group, attacking from
Chinese territory.

The first attack was focused on
Kokang region. However, the Ko-
kang armed group found out about
the plan and invited government
troops to help defend its territory.
The BCP attack failed.

Later on, the remaining BCP
troops tried to establish a foothold
at Kan Pai Tee in Kachin State. The
China Communist Party helped
to transport its troops and heavy
weapons from the Kokang area to
Kan Pai Tee. But again the attack
failed. The last fighting units were
abolished and the BCP became an
underground movement.

‘When the soldiers arrived in
Kan Pai Tee, Bo Kyin Maung told
them why he believed the party had
failed. He said, “We should praise
the spirit of never giving up and
fighting until death, saying we will
never lower our flag even if all that
is left of the ship is the hull. It is a
crime to have left the ship as a hull”

His words were clearly directed
at the former party leaders - those
who had left the BCP a shadow of
its former self.

Bo Kyin Maung lived in China
after 1989. He wrote until 2013, and
his writings were collected and pub-
lished in January under the name
People’s Power.

The BCP’s underground move-
ment remains covert, so it hard to
say how strong it is or what is hap-
pening within its leadership. While
U Thein Sein’s government has held
many meetings with armed and
unarmed opposition groups, it has
not had any meetings with the BCP.
The government should allow the
BCP to register as a political party.
Voters can then decide whether the
party will be successful or not.

The path to a successor for Bo
Kyin Maung is unclear, as there are
no more people from the independ-
ence fight left. It is likely that later
generation communists - those who
served time in the prison on Coco
Island, such as Yebaw Phoe Than
Gyaung, son of Ludu U Hla and
Ludu Daw Amar - will head the
BCP in the future.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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Brake on car sales
comes with surprise
parking policy

AYE
NYEIN
WIN

ayenyeinwin.mcm(dgmail.com

CAR importers are complaining
about delays with paperwork fol-
lowing Yangon Region changes to
vehicle import policies.

Purchasers of imported cars
must now obtain a recommenda-
tion letter from their local town-
ship administration officer proving
they have adequate space to park a
car.
The policy was put in place in
December 2014 to attempt to limit
the number of vehicles on the road,
though industry insiders say in
some cases it has become an unnec-
essary bottleneck for sales.

Officials say that some town-
ships have taken very different po-
sitions on issuing these letters than
others.

‘There are nine
quarters at play in
the township, but
we have not issued
any letter claiming
there is parking
space available.

U Myo Naing
Kyauktada township representative

Downtown’s Kyauktada town-
ship has lots of residents but has
not yet issued a single recommen-
dation for parking letter, according
to township administrative officer
U Myo Naing.

“There are nine quarters at play
in the township, but we have not is-

sued any letter claiming there is a
parking space available,” he said.

An effect of the requirement
for a letter is to push importers to
switch their system of imports.

One method that has become
increasingly popular is the vehicle
entrusting program, where a per-
son can turn in a clunker to the
government and receive a permit to
import another vehicle.

This entrusting program has so
far been exempt from the require-
ment for township proof of a park-
ing space.

Aung Gabar sales supervisor Ma
Zar Zar said customers have not
been able to make purchases if they
must get parking proof.

“Perhaps 10 customers are on
the waiting list, but they have not
been able to buy - though they have
said they will return with recom-
mendation letters,” he said.

Mercedes Myanmar head of sales
U Aung Thet Lwin said he also has
many customers who have had dif-
ficulty securing the letters from
township authorities.

“Some are waiting for recom-
mendation letters. They have al-
ready chosen the car they want
from the showroom and paid in ad-
vance, but they can’t take the car,”
he said.

After waiting three weeks, some
customers have been able to receive
the recommendation letters and
some are still waiting.

“I don’t think people are sure yet
about the procedure for issuing the
letters, and the township adminis-
tration offices seem to differ from
one township to the next,” he said.

“Some have begun issuing rec-
ommendation letters after a wait
of about three weeks, but others
haven’t given them out.”

Car imports have increased dras-
tically to Myanmar following re-
vamps to import policies after the
transition to civilian government.

However, commuting times have
increased for many residents, and
there has been growing popular
support for attempts to slow down
the congestion.
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Farmers are keen to
maximise value out
of their harvests,
but are often forced
to sell rice when
prices are lowest.
NGOs are working
with ways to
provide short-term
credit so farmers
can get more out of
their harvest. For
more see Page 29

Local energy projects w
despite o1l price collaps

koshumgthaldgmail.com

INTERNATIONAL companies will
not shy away wholesale from My-
anmar exploration and produc-
tion projects despite a collapse in
global crude oil prices, according
to experts.

A panel discussion at the 5%
Myanmar Oil and Gas Confer-
ence in Yangon on January 29
discussed the possibility that in-
dustry players may pull back on
investment plans.

While Myanmar is not immune
to what happens on the interna-
tional market, it also occupies
a strategic position for foreign
companies. Many of the projects
are still at the earliest stages and
are years away, while more exist-
ing production in the country is
natural gas rather than crude oil,
which will be somewhat insulated
from the collapse.

Nevertheless, Myanmar will
not be exempt from what happens
around the world.

“The falling oil prices have
global impact,” said Xavier Preel,
Myanmr general manager of
French firm Total E&P.

“Every oil company needs to

choose the best country to invest
in. For Total, we are not going to
reduce the production level [of
our Myanmar offshore] Yadana
project.”

Total is one of the world’s larg-
est oil and gas firms, and has been
operating in Myanmar for over 20
years. Still, governments must ap-
preciate that profit margins are
being squeezed by tumbling pric-
es, said Mr Preel.

“It is important that investors
receive encouragement from the
government to continue investing
and exploring, even though there
is no impact on our current pro-
duction assets,” he said.

Internationally, crude oil pric-
es had been relatively stable at
over US$100 a barrel until the
middle of 2014, when it fell to
less than $50 within six months.
As of January 30th, benchmark
WTI traded at $44.53 and Brent
at $49.13.

Around the world, oil compa-
nies have been reviewing their
investment plans, with some sus-
pending projects and cutting ex-
penses, though so far there has
been little impact in Myanmar.

“We will not go back,” said Tom
Kelly, country manager of Berlan-
ga International. The firm signed
a production sharing contract for
an offshore block in early Decem-
ber, and has revealed an invest-
ment plan calling for expenditures

of $153 million over six years at
the M-8 offshore block.

“We will continue with the
commitment we agreed on with
the government,” he said. “I don’t
think the price will be lower for
the long term. It will come up.”

“We are very happy to be here
in Myanmar.”

While most petroleum compa-
nies are so far adamant they are
not scaling back their local plans,
service companies say they also
face significant risk.

“Service companies are always
the first ones to be hit by a change
in oil prices. A price below $50 is
such as surprise to the world, and
here in Myanmar we are not iso-
lated,” said Daw Hnin Phyu Phyu,
managing director of Lion Ener-
gy. “The [foreign] companies will
cut their costs, and perhaps we
can provide services at a cheaper
prices.”

Outside of the panel, The My-
anmar Times asked an official
from state-owned Myanmar Oil
and Gas Enterprise about the ef-
fect of falling prices.

“The will be some effects from
international oil price fluctua-
tions. International companies
may be slow to continue their
projects or investments, but we
encourage them to continue as
planned,” he said.

Already there have been ten-
tative signs that some firms may
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slow down their plans.

Thai state-owned PTT Explo-
ration and Production represent-
atives have been quoted in inter-
national media saying they may
slow investment in Myanmar’s
M-3 project as global prices con-
tinue falling.

Last week, PTT told The My-
anmar Times in a statement,
“PTTEP is not going to stop M-3
project but we may consider its
investment plans to temporarily
put a hold on new investment
projects including M-3 if oil price
is still volatile and continue to
fall further.”

The firm experienced minimal
impact on existing operations in
2014 from falling prices as about
70 percent of its total sales are in
gas, it added.

‘A price below $50
[abarrel] is such
a surprise to the
world, and here in
Myanmar we are
not isolated.’

Daw Hnin Phyu Phyu
Lion Energy

There are currently 17 on-
shore and four offshore oil and
gas projects producing in Myan-
mar. The projects are owned by a
number of companies, including
heavy foreign involvement in the
offshore projects.

Malaysian state-owned firm
Petronas also claimed no plans
at the moment to reduce produc-
tion at its Yetagun project, one
of Myanmar’s large offshore gas
production fields.

“We have a long-term contract
with our customers and gas will
be supplied as usual,” it said in a
statement.

Myanmar is currently produc-
ing 8000 barrels per day of crude
and 55 million cubic feet of natu-
ral gas from onshore projects,
and 7000 barrels of condensate
and 2 billion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas from offshore projects, ac-
cording to information from the
Ministry of Energy.

The important offshore pro-
duction sharing agreements, be-
tween international companies,
their local partners, and Myan-
mar Oil and Gas Enterprise, have
been delayed for several months.
The agreements will provide the
rules under which exploration
and production can take place.

A total of 14 onshore and four
offshore PSCs were signed last
year, but there are still 16 more
offshore PSCs to go.

Tax stickers a restaurant headache

AYE THIDAR KYAW
ayethidarkyaw(@gmail.com

BUYING food at a local restaurant is
supposed to be subject to a 5 percent
commercial tax, though it is still being
unevenly applied.

Late last year the Internal Revenue
Department began a program requiring
restaurants to purchase rolls of stamps,
which are then affixed to restaurant
receipts to prove to customers they are
paying tax.

Customers say not all restaurants
are following the policy, with many try-
ing to sneak around the rules by, for in-
stance, not affixing stamps.

The individual stamps run from K50
to K10,000 each. So for instance a meal
costing K1000 is required to affix a K50
label - though whether the restaurant
does is another matter.

Some customers say they feel cheat-
ed when a restaurant includes a “tax”
on the receipt, but give no stamps, and
therefore no guarantee the taxes are ac-
tually being paid.

Internal
Revenue
Depart-
ment

Yan-

gon Re- gion
deputy direc-
tor U Myo Min Zaw

said the department has received
complaints that some restaurants
are not following the rules.

“Consumers should inform us when
they find a restaurant not following of-
ficial policy;” he said.

Restaurants in Yangon Region un-
der the auspices of Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee are the first to be
forced to pay the stamps, though even-
tually consumers in other states and re-
gions will also be required to pay the tax
at restaurants.

U Myo Min Zaw said so far there
has not been a problem of insufficient
labels, adding there are government
teams investigating each restaurant for
transgressors.

To date it is an education period,
with restaurants able to receive two
warnings before being charged a pen-
alty on a third transgression.

Restaurant industry officials say
enforcement of the tax and the stamps
used to prove tax payment has been
uneven.

Myanmar Restaurant Association
deputy chair U Nay Lin said that while

most restaurants are good corpo-
rate citizens, some are not col-

.~ = lecting the tax.
‘ “I hear some customers

. thinking we are cheating them

aTLL? without contributing to the
government. This is not the
level we are on. Most of us

i do not do this,” he said.

T - It is unfair the enforce-

WUV e ment seems to be focused

on restaurants, when

S there are many tea shops
e getting away without
Tt paying - some of
whom generate more

electricity, water and land rentals, as
well as income taxes, that many tea
shops do not face, he said.

“We worry about these things now
that we have to compete with interna-
tional fast-food chains coming here,” he
said.

Some restaurants have also tried to
avoid raising prices by directly includ-
ing the cost of the tax in the old menu
price, he added.

A manager of Y2T Restaurant in
Kyauktada township said its custom-
ers are not being charged with a sepa-
rate tax, though they reduced the cost
of each meal by K50 to K100, with
that amount then being added back
in tax and sent to the Internal Rev-
enue Department.

“The tax rate is only K1000 for a cost
of K20,000,” she said. “There are not
many customers who spend K20,000
in our restaurants. Most of them use a
smaller amount.”

While there are restaurants not fol-
lowing the new rules on using stamps
to prove tax payments, the Internal
Revenue Department is receiving more
revenue with this process.

It generated about K2.5 billion from
restaurants out of a total K3 trillion last
year, which included a range of taxes,
said U Min Htut, an official from the
Internal Revenue Department.

It cut the applicable restaurant com-
mercial tax from 10pc to 5pc in 2012.

The department has targeted in-
creasing tax revenues to K4 trillion in
2014-15 financial year, though about
K1.9 trillion had been collected from
April to October, U Min Htut said

o W revenue than larger previously. The department will also
AR restaurants. charge a penalty of 10pc of tax value
Restaurants if someone fails to register or report
are also facing  starting a business in order to avoid or

high costs for  delay taxes.

Exclusive Disanbator

Scent Hotel Amenities

Mateded value o your kel

Nod 571, Damayon Lane, Mya Sabab Sereet.
Muyangone Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Fleomes G1-650122, (1]« 651767, Fax; 01 -662977
E muiil : comacts @ seentholelametities.com
Web Sie - www.scenthodelamenitics. com



78 Business

THE MYANMAR TIMES FEBRUARY 2 - 8, 2015

A 2015 finish planned
for first part of Yangon
alrport expansion

JEREMY
MULLINS

EIEITHU

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

THE first part of the new Yangon In-
ternational Airport terminal building
will be completed this year, helping
to alleviate strained capacity at the
country’s main international gateway,
according to Sulaiman Zainul Abidin,
chief operating officer of airport man-
agers Pioneer Aerodrome Services.
Yangon International processed
over 4 million passengers last year
against an official capacity of 2.7 mil-
lion. It is due for an upgrade as arrival
and departure numbers through the

i
91.eieithudgmail.com

gateway continue to climb, making
flying through Yangon an increasingly
cramped experience.

“Most of the growth comes from
international traffic coming in. It’s
consistent with a country opening up,”
said Mr Abidin. “The growth is to be
expected but unfortunately the infra-
structure is ... not able to keep up with
the growth”

The original tender from the Direc-
torate of Civil Aviation had called for
a terminal building that can service

Yangon

B
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6 million passengers, but that figure
may be too low given current high
growth rates - 26 percent in 2013 and
20pc in 2014. Mr Abidin said Pioneer
Aerodrome is currently reviewing its
plans so that 6 million is the minimum
rather than the target capacity.

Work is already under way on
phase one of the airport expansion. A
building skeleton is rising next to the
existing domestic terminal, and is set
to be completed by the third or fourth
quarter of this year.

Ultimately plans call for that new
building to be connected with the ex-
isting international terminal. The cur-
rent outdated domestic terminal in
the middle will be demolished.

Mr Abidin said the firm is still con-
sidering how traffic flows will work
through the new building, adding the

Work is under way at the new terminal at

International Airport. The first phase

is being built beside the existing domestic
terminal. Photo: Thiri Lu
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The domestic terminal at Yangon International Airport is due to be replaced with
a modern structure under the plan. Photo: Staff

current international terminal may or
may not keep the same function in the
future.

It is also difficult to build the new
terminal building while keeping exist-
ing facilities operating.

“There are challenges in trying to
expand, because the land is quite lim-
ited. And then the existing infrastruc-
ture surrounding the airport, includ-
ing the roads, housing, military land,
does not give us a lot of lee way to play
around,” he said.

‘The growth is to
be expected but
unfortunately the
infrastructureis...
not able to keep up
with the growth.

Sulaiman Zainul Abidin
Pioneer Aerodrome

Still, expansion is a must as Yan-
gon’s existing facilities were not de-
signed for the increasing quantity of
planes and passengers.

Current constraints at the airport
include too little parking space for
airplanes and not enough passenger
queuing space and processing check-
points. Mr Abidin said the new build-
ing will double the number of bridges
connecting the terminal to airplanes
from the current four to eight, mean-
ing fewer passengers will be need to
take buses out on the tarmac to em-

bark on their plane. Experts are also
looking at ways to improve processing
times, partly by adding more counters
and streamlining passenger flows.

Officials from domestic airlines say
it is crucial that capacity gets expand-
ed at Yangon International.

“More tourists will come after 2015,
so we need a bigger airport,” said U
Aung Kyi, commercial director of Yan-
gon Airways.

The old terminal is out of date and
simply not big enough to match in-
creasing traveller flows, he said.

“We are encouraged and satisfied
by plans to extend the airport,” he said.
“If airports become larger, airlines can
also provide more services to custom-
ers, so it has an impact both for travel-
lers and airports.”

The new terminal project is run
by Yangon Aerodromes, which in
turn is led by Pioneer Aerodrome
Services, part of the Asia World con-
glomerate. Pioneer is the investor,
management company and build-
ing contractor for the new terminal
building, as well as the manager of
the existing airport.

It won a tender in August 2013 to
build the project, competing against
several regional firms in the process.

Mr Abidin said the completed
building will have an updated feel,
with Pioneer aiming to generate reve-
nue by diversifying into non-aeronau-
tical sources like shopping and food
and beverage outlets at the airport.

The Myanmar government has also
announced plans for an ambitious new
airport further north in Bago Region.
However, the Hanthawaddy airport is
more of a long-term project, and Mr
Abidin said Yangon International can
easily cope with expected growth in
existing traffic until at least 2020.
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Farmers counting on inventory credit

Program seeks to help farmers take advantage of higher rice prices later in the year by providing short-term loans after harvest season

SUPHYO
WIN

suphyo1990@gmail.com

PRICES in staple crops traditionally
vary significantly through the year.
Rice, for instance, generally bottoms
out in price after the main harvest in
November and December, then gradu-
ally climbs through the year.

Farmers would like to sell their pro-
duce at the highest prices possible, but
face a number of barriers keeping them
from storing the crops until the price
is right. Many are forced to sell earlier
than they would like as they need to
raise capital immediately after harvest
in order to pay for debts used to finance
the crop.

Some non-government organisa-
tions are looking to alleviate this prob-
lem through inventory credit systems.
It will allow farmers to take out a loan
from an organisation such as LIFT My-
anmar for up to four months with the
crops as collateral. The aim, officials
say, is to use the fresh capital to pay off
the short-term debt while still allowing
the farmer to hang on to rice to sell at

the optimal time of the year.

Currently LIFT and the Group of
Research and Exchange of Technology
(GRET) are using the system in a few
villages in Ayeyarwady Region, some
of which are still recovering from Cy-
clone Nargis. Farmers say it also allows
paddy to be centrally located, allowing
bulk sales to traders and millers from a
stronger negotiating position, generat-
ing higher prices.

LIFT, GRET and the consortium
Welthungerhilfe have been supporting
this program as part of a nearly US$4
million initative covering 150 villages
in Bogale and Mawlamyinegyun town-
ships in Ayeyarwady Region, though
some industry experts say it would
be tough to this kind of program as a
for-profit company rather than a non-
government organisation.

Still, farmers say it is making a local
difference in their profit margins.

“We were never fully satisfied with
past rice prices, as we had to sell paddy
immediately after harvest, which is the
period of lowest prices,” said U Han
Aye, who owns 22 acres of farmland in
Kyee Chaung village, Mawlamyinegyun
township, Ayeyarwady Region.

“This new system works well, and
over the past two years has helped with
certain profit.”

The program started in Kyee
Chaung village at the end of 2012.
GRET field agent Daw Khin Thet Nwe
said farmers with too much debt are
not allowed to join the current system.

GRET takes the paddy from farmers
at harvest and provides 65 percent of
its value as loans immediately, with a
2.5pc interest rate and storage fee.

U Win Oo, a farmer with 8 acres of
land, said the crops can be stored for
three months after the November-De-
cember harvest and four months after
the summer crop.

“Although we can’t retrieve our pad-
dy individually, the group of farmers
can discuss the issue with each other. If
there’s common agreement, the paddy
can be sold at the time we like.”

The program may work in some vil-
lages, though experts say it may not be
replicable across Myanmar.

Freedom Farmers League president
U Thein Aung said the organisation in-
stituting such a system must consider
the time value of capital, interest rates
and storage prices, adding it may be dif-
ficult for a non-NGO to implement.

“If such a system was controlled
by a private company, the time to sell
the crop would be up to them rather
than the farmers,” he said. “The inter-
est rate also needs to be low, because

7

Farmers are keen to take advantage of higher prices further away from the

harvest season, though often need to pay back loans immediately. Photo: Thiri Lu

if interest rates are above 10 percent
[a year] it creates difficulty for farmers
across the whole country”

Other private companies have pub-
lically discussed similar ways to use
crops as collateral. Yoma Bank and

Indian firm SLCM signed an a memo-
randum of understanding for ware-
house financing two weeks ago, while
Myanma Apex Bank and the Myanmar
Rice Federation have also declared an
intention to start warehouse financing,.

IN BRIEF

State media confirms higher taxes
coming for gems, sin items

State media has confirmed taxes will
rise on gems as well as cigarettes and
liquor under a draft law.

Commercial tax on unfinished
gems will rise from 15 percent to 30pc,
while finished gems and jewellery will
rise from 5pc to 15pc, according to
state-owned newspaper The Mirror.

It also confirmed plans for cigarette
taxes to rise to 120pc from 100pc at
present, while liquor tax will increase
to 60pc from 50pc at present.

Minister of Commerce director U
Win Myint said the Internal Revenue
Department’s plan is being put in place
to cut cigarette and liquor consump-
tion, adding a common international
practice is to make the products more
expensive.

As most liquor is imported without
a permit at present, the ministry is also
open to businesspeople being respon-
sible to pay tax, he said.

The Commerce Ministry an-
nounced in late 2013 it would allow
legal imports for liquor imports, after
a crackdown on the previous grey-
market methods of importing alcohol.
However, no new rules have yet been
released.

The fees that must be paid by local
liquor businesses have also been
increased, with authorities saying it is
to begin next fiscal year.

- Aye Thidar Kyaw

Not all tariff lines to have lower
taxes with ASEAN community start
Taxes on about 93 percent of tariff
lines will be in line with the ASEAN
Economic Community standards when
it comes into force by the end of the
year, though several sensitive products
are still not included.

ASEAN Customs Cooperation
Department deputy director general
U San Lwin said already about 60pc
of the total product lines meet AEC
standards.

Several products will not have tar-
iffs removed until 2018, however.

Ministry of Commerce deputy direc-
tor general U Soe Win said there may
be 11 items with tariff lines unchanged
until 2018, including alcohol, jade and
medicine.

- Nyan Lynn Aung
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Parliamentarian urges
herd of elephant-foot
yams for the country

PYAE
, THET
f PHYO

pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com

THE government ought to do more
to support producers of the ele-
phant-foot yam, according to Amyo-
tha Hluttaw representative U Han
Shein Bwae.

The crop, which is also known as
the whitespot giant arum, is largely
planted in Chin State in Myanmar,
which is also the location of U Han
Shein Bwae’s No 8 constituency.

Although there is significant
demand for elephant-foot yams
on the market, farmers receive lit-
tle support with growing the crop
from government sources. U Han
Shein Bwae said the Union gov-
ernment should support cultiva-
tion of the yams in the different
states and regions.

“There is lots of demand for
elephant-foot yams in the market,
and the country can also generate
foreign income from them,” he said.

Specifically, U Han Shein Bwae
called for government support on
providing loans at cheap rates,

R

An elephant-foot yam flowers. Photo: Wikimedia Commons

support with technical aids and
easier export rules.

“This is not only for Chin State
but for all regions suitable for yam
cultivation,” he said.

“In our Chin State, people plant-
ing the elephant-foot yams receive
better incomes. Some can even af-
ford to pay the cost of boarding-
school for their children.”

There are three types of elephant-
foot yam - white, yellow and red. The
latter two are particularly popular as
export items to China and Japan.

The current market price for
elephant-foot yam in Chin State is
K800 for one viss (1.6 kilograms or
3.6 pounds) of wet yam or K5600 for
a viss of dry yam.

— Translation by Emoon

Plan to bring more
people onto the grid

HTOO THANT
thanhtoo.npt@gmail.com

SOME 1.7 million people could
gain electricity access - at a cost of
US$670 million, according to Min-
ister for Electrical Power U Khin
Maung Soe.

The ministry has drawn up plans
with help from the World Bank to
extend electrification, while look-
ing at the costs, he said at the open-
ing of a hydropower workshop in
Nay Pyi Taw.

Myanmar will apply to the World
Bank for loans for $400 million of
the funds, he said.

The minister said $300 million
of the total $670 million will be ex-
tended to generation and distribu-
tion, while another $90 million will
be earmarked for the Ministry of
Livestock, Fisheries and Rural De-
velopment to provide access in ru-
ral area. U Khin Maung Soe did not
detail where the remaining $280
million will be spent.

Demand for electricity is rising
about 15 percent a year, as the state
works to extend the grid into previ-
ously unconnected areas. The state
is currently capable of generating
47700 megawatts.

Still, about two-thirds of Myan-
mar’s 9 million households do not
have access, he said.

Speaking at the hydropower con-
ference two weeks ago, Internation-
al Finance Corporation vice presi-
dent Asia Pacific Karin Finkelston
said Myanmar has enormous hy-

dropower potential of 100,000
megawatts, or 30 times its current
installed capacity.

“Electricity is essential to reduce
poverty and to raise living stand-
ards of people in Myanmar. Hydro-
power is an important part for the
future of the state’s energy sector,
but it needs to be compatible with
social life and not to damage envi-
ronment in implementing it,” she
said.

The five-year National Electrifi-
cation Plan, drawn up by the Min-
istry of Electrical Power and the
World Bank, calls for projects to be
carried out that distribute electric-
ity to half of all households by 2019.

The plan calls for 205,000
households to be added to the grid
in 2015, 227,000 in 2016, 337,000 in
2018 and 507,000 in 2019.

Beyond the grid’s reach, another
200,000 households could be added
using micro-generation, including
technologies such as solar, wind
and bio energy under the auspices
of the Ministry of Livestock, Fisher-
ies and Rural Development.

Some villagers say they have in-
creasingly relied on solar when liv-
ing off the grid.

U San Win, from Letpandan vil-
lage in Nay Pyi Taw’s Lewe town-
ship, said solar panels from China
are often not expensive.

“If we have K150,000 we can
have light,” he said. “However, to
power a television it costs K300,000
or K400,000 for solar panels.”

— Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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$1 billion local investment in pipeline

Myanmar reveals it has invested over US$1 billion in a controversial crude oil pipeline, formed in a joint venture with a Chinese state company

koshumgthaldgmail.com

MYANMAR has invested US$1.204
billion in the China-Myanmar Crude
Oil Project in keeping with its 49
percent stake in the project, accord-
ing to officials.

The total project has cost $2.4532
billion to switch on, with the other
half of the funding coming from
state-owned China Petroleum Corpo-
ration, which owns 50.9pc. Myanmar
state-owned Myanmar Oil and Gas
Enterprise owns the rest.

“The major constructions of the
crude oil pipeline were completed
in early 2015,” said U Nyan Tun, vice
president and chair of the National
Energy Management Committee.

He was speaking during a launch
at Yangon’s Inya Lake Hotel on Janu-
ary 28 officially closed to Myanmar
private-sector media. However, The
Myanmar Times was able to secure a
recording of the presentations.

The January 28 ceremony marked
the soft opening of the pipeline itself
as well as the crude oil unloading

terminal on Made island in Rakhine
State. Made island is one terminus
on the controversial pipeline, which
then works through Myanmar before
ending at another terminus in south-
ern China’s Yunnan province.

The aim of the pipeline is to make
it easier to ship oil to China from the
Middle East and Africa, as currently
it must be shipped by oil tanker
through the Straits of Malacca past
Singapore, Malay-
sia and Indonesia.

U Nyan Tun
said the project
provided $13.26
million for cor-
porate social re-
sponsibility pro-
grams, as well
as contributing
employment op-

portunities and
building the
country’s econo-
my.

A 300,000-ton
crude oil tanker
docked at Made deep seaport last
week to fuel a test-run of the pipe-
line. It is designed to transmit 22
million tonnes of crude annually.
There will be five processing
stations on the 771-kilometre (479
-mile) long pipeline, according to a

US BILLION

Total amount of money invested in the
South East Asia Crude Oil Pipeline
Company by China nad Myanmar.

press statement from the South East
Asia Crude Oil Pipeline Company
(SEAOP), which is the company cre-
ated by China National Petroleum
Corporation and Myanmar Oil and
Gas Enterprise to manage the pipe-
line.

Made Island is a vast project site
including oil storage, a dockyard
and seaport that can be used to of-
fload crude for transport through
the pipeline to
Yunnan in Chi-
na, according to
a press release.

SEAOP tout-
ed Made Island
seaport as My-
anmar’s first
international
oil unloading
terminal, being
480 metres in
length and able
to dock vessels
with 300,000
tonnes of capac-
ity. There are
also 12 oil storage tanks with capac-
ity of 22 million gallons (83 million
litres) each.

“This project will promote our
country’s economy and development
in the area the pipeline crosses,” said
U Nyan Tun.

A twin natural gas pipeline en-
tered full operation last year with in-
vestment from a consortium of Chi-
nese, Myanmar, Indian and Korean
firms. So far it has pumped a total of
3.92 billion cubic metres of natural
gas to China and 147 million cubic
metres for domestic supply.

So far it has been running under
capacity. It is declared to be capable
of transmitting 12 billion cubic me-
tres of natural gas a year, with plans
originally calling for an initial capac-
ity of 5.2 billion cub metres in the

first phase of its operations. Myan-
mar was to receive 2.5 billion cubic
metres for domestic use.

Myanmar stands to generate an-
nual revenue from both the natural
gas and crude oil pipelines, though so
far it has been unclear by how much.

The deal between China National
Petroleum Corporation and the My-
anmar government on the crude oil
pipeline was first inked in 2008. Full-
scale construction began in 2011, and
full operation is expected to start in
mid-2015.

Pipeline ceremony closed to local media

Chinese and Myanmar state media was invited to the pipeline launch in Yangon,

but Myanmar private media was kept out.

Officials have speculated it was a high-level decision made by senior gov-
ernment officials following controversy over other Chinese-funded projects in

Myanmar.

Myanmar and Chinese authorities did not invite local media to the events
which were held in Yangon on January 28 and Made Island on January 30.

The Myanmar Times was able to acquire a recording of the presentations from
the Yangon event, which was held at the Inya Lake Hotel.

A SEAOP official told The Myanmar Times before the event that media invita-
tions would be carried out by the Ministry of Energy. So far the ministry has not
officially explained why the ceremony was held in secret, with only a few, mostly

government officials allowed to attend.

“It is likely because of recent protests on Chinese projects in the country,” said
one official from the Ministry of Energy, who requested anonymity. “Maybe the
Union minister or others in cabinet are trying to keep it silent.” - Aung Shin
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take stake
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THE Norwegian Investment Fund
for Developing Countries (Norfund)
has acquired the right to take up to
a 25 percent stake in local micro-
finance company Myanmar Finance
International.

The microfinance firm is owned
by AIM-listed Myanmar Invest-
ments International as well as My-
anmar Finance Corporation.

Norfund is Norway’s main vehi-
cle for combating poverty through
private-sector development.

“Norfund is an experienced in-
vestor in microfinance businesses
in developing countries where they
provide equity and debt financing.
We welcome their experience to
help build MFIL into a leading My-
anmar microfinance company,” said
Myanmar Finance International
managing director U Aung Htun in
a press release.

A third tranche of financing, of
US$750,000, is due to be contrib-
uted by Myanmar Investments and
Myanmar Finance Corporation to
their microfinance joint venture
in February 2015, with a fourth
tranche of $2.05 million expected
in 2015, according to a filing on the
AIM exchange.

Norfund will be able to exercise
its option when the fourth tranche
is called, which would see Myanmar
Investment and Myanmar Finance
Corporation’s ownership of the mi-
crofinance firm drop to 37.5 percent
each. Norfund’s option is valid until
September 2016.

Myanmar Finance Corporation
was formed in 2012, and as of mid
2014, it claimed 10,000 clients and
a loan portfolio of about K800 mil-
lion ($780,000).

The microfinance industry has
been attracting increased interest,
with business and non-profits rush-
ing into the sector following a 2013
law on the industry.
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ATHENS

Titans message Greek leader

ECONOMIC powerhouses Germany
and China warned Greece on January
29 against reneging on reforms tied
to its massive international bailout,
as most European markets fell on
fears Athens could default on its debt.

Germany, which has shouldered
most of the multi-billion-euro EU
rescue plan for Greece, said the
country’s new anti-austerity govern-
ment could not make changes “to
the detriment” of other European
citizens.

China, which has a major invest-
ment in the main Greek port of Pi-
raeus, said it was “highly concerned”
after the government of 40-year-old
Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras aban-
doned plans to privatise the harbour,
one of Europe’s busiest.

On its first day of business on Jan-
uary 28, Mr Tsipras’ “national salva-
tion” administration rolled back sev-
eral austerity reforms, including the
privatisation of the ports of Piraeus
and Thessaloniki, main electricity
provider PPC and petroleum refiner
HELPE.

Mr Tsipras, leader of the Syriza
party which swept to victory in Sun-
day’s election, also underlined his
determination to achieve sweeping
cut in debts stemming from Greece’s
240-billion-euro (US$269 billion)
bailout program.

The announcements sent Greek
stocks diving by more than 9 percent
on January 28, with major banks
losing more than a quarter of their
value on a turbulent day.

On Thursday, the Athens market
opened with modest gains of 2pc, but
London and Frankfurt both slipped.

European Parliament head Martin
Schulz will hold talks with Mr Tsipras
on January 29, the first leading Eu-
ropean official to get a closer view of
a government determined to reverse
many of the unpopular austerity
measures that underpin the bailout.

He will be followed by Jeroen
Dijsselbloem, president of the Euro-
group club of eurozone finance min-
isters.

US President Barack Obama
phoned Mr Tsipras to congratulate
him on his election victory, but clos-
er to home, the warnings to Athens
from its European peers were com-
ing in hard and fast. — AFP

DAVOS, SWITZERLAND

‘Freer’ but not

ASEAN will officially call itself a single
market by year’s end, but “big things”
like seamless travel within the 10-na-
tion bloc would only come in 2020,
Malaysia’s trade minister said.

“We’re going to declare ourselves
as an ASEAN Economic Community;,”’
said Mustapa Mohamed, whose coun-
try holds the rotating presidency of
the Southeast Asian bloc this year.

“We don’t have complete integra-
tion or harmonisation yet, 2015 is
laying the stage for bigger things to
come,” he said on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum in Davos.

“We’re going to get almost there by
2015 but the big things like seamless
travel ... would come in 2020.

“What’s important is that we're
committed, I'm not saying that were
backtracking,” added the minister.

The Southeast Asian bloc, a market
of about 600 million people, had set

‘free’ movement for ASEAN

2015 as a deadline for integrating the
region’s vast economies into a single
European Union-style market, with
tariffs abolished and free movement
of skilled workers. But there is much
scepticism that the targets could be
met, as the bloc is made up of coun-
tries in vastly different stages of eco-
nomic development.

Myanmar, for instance, is just open-
ing up its economy after decades of
isolation over its outright military rule
which came to an end in 2011. At the
opposite end of the spectrum is Singa-
pore, which ranks among the world’s
richest nations.

Mr Mustapa acknowledged that it
would only be “in 2020 that you’ll see
more progress in ASEAN economic
integration” in term of the abolish-
ing of non-tariff barriers and flow of
skilled labour. By year’s end, there
will be “freer movement of goods

and services but not free movement
of goods and services.” The business
community has been pushing politi-
cal leaders to move faster on integra-
tion, but Mr Mustapa said the ASEAN
model is gradual. “The business com-
munity wants ASEAN to be integrated
as one entity. The fact is that there are
border issues, customs, immigration,
and different regulations,” he said.

In addition, there is little under-
standing among the general public on
how a single market can change their
lives. “Some fear that they would be
robbed of their jobs, that come De-
cember 2015, I'll be out of job because
my Malaysian friend is coming over,’
he said.

Mr Mustapa added that “from day
one, we know that were not going
to adopt the EU model”, when asked
about the European bloc’s risks follow-
ing the Greek elections. — AFP
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Alibaba sales
slump with
gov't pressure

ALIBABA posted disappointing quar-
terly sales on January 29 as the e-com-
merce giant hit back against “unfair”
Chinese government allegations that it
failed to crackdown on illegal transac-
tions.

The online shopping platform
posted a 40 percent jump in sales to
US$4.219 billion, but that missed the
$4.45 billion in revenues that analysts
were expecting.

China makes up by far its biggest
market with sales of $3.429 billion, as
Alibaba operates the country’s most
popular online shopping platform Tao-
bao.

‘We felt compelled
to take the
extraordinary

step of preparing a
formal complaint to
the SAIC.

Joe Tsai
Aibaba vice chair

But the company this week came
under unprecedented attack from a
powerful regulator in China.

The State Administration for Indus-
try & Commerce (SAIC), charged with
maintaining market order in China,
on January 28 accused Alibaba of al-
lowing “illegal operations” to flourish
on its online shopping websites and
ordered the company’s executives to
“overcome arrogance”.

The sharp criticism came after a
SAIC survey published last week on
Taobao that found only about a third
of products sampled to be genuine.

“We believe the flawed approach
taken in the report and the tactic of
releasing a so-called white paper spe-
cifically targeting us was so unfair that
we felt compelled to take the extraor-
dinary step of preparing a formal com-
plaint to the SAIC,” said Alibaba vice
chair Joe Tsai.

Headquartered in the eastern city
of Hangzhou, Alibaba completed the
world’s biggest IPO with its $25 bil-
lion listing on the New York Stock
Exchange in September, making its
founder Jack Ma into China’s richest
man overnight.

Mr Ma, who started the company
in 1999, last week told business and
political elites gathered in Davos that
he wants to take Alibaba beyond China
and turn it into a global e-commerce
platform serving two billion custom-
ers.

Alibaba now counts 334 million ac-
tive buyers.

In November, Mr Ma said he
planned a “global version” of Taobao,
allowing buyers and sellers in different
countries to connect with each other.

Taobao’s foreign efforts to date have
focused mainly on overseas Chinese
communities but Alibaba has launched
a US shopping website, 11 Main.

Although Alibaba is often described
as the Chinese version of eBay, it best-
ed the US platform more than a dec-
ade ago. Its earnings also far surpass
that of US e-commerce giant Amazon,
which has been posting massive losses
after a series of product launches in-
cluding phones, tablets and television
programs.

Alibaba has been investing in apps
to attract users of mobile devices.

Revenues generated from such mo-
bile devices leapt five-fold (448pc) to
$1.035 billion for the third quarter, to
make up 42 percent of total sales. This
figure has been rising steadily, from 36
percent in the previous quarter and
from 20 percent one a year ago. — AFP
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JOB WATCH

THE WORLD BANK

BRD . IDA | WORLD BANK GROUP

Energy Specialist (Vacancy # 150017)
The World Bank office in Yangon s looking for a dynamic, committed and capable individual o work as an Energy Specialist for its Myanmar
Program. This is a locally- recruited position with a 2- year Extendad term appointment with extensive opportunity for career development and
advancement within a growing program.
Summary of Roles and Responsibilities:
The Energy Specialist will be an integral part of the team responsible for promoting kong-term business relationships with national and local
stakeholders through policy dialoguee, facilitating program development, task management; supporting communications and outreach activities
on energy issues to ensure that best practices and lessons learmed are reflected on the unit's operations. Specifically, the responsibilities of this
position will fall into the following categories:

* Policy Dialogue and Donor Coordination: Support the Bank's energy sactor policy dialogue with relevant stakeholders in the Southeast Asia
region with a focus on Myanmar, partscularty with regard to sector organization and policy, access o modern energy services, energy efficiency,
renewables and climate change, S/he will also support donor coordination activities in the energy seclor;
= Business Development: (i) Support the Bank business development in line with the Bank’s country sector strategy and in close collaboration
with other units at the Bank, (i) provide inputs to Country Parinership Framework and other cross-sectoral products, (iii) as a technical specialist
in the energy sector, make a substantial technical contribution to both imvestment project and analytical and advisory activities; and, (iv) liaise
with the country team and the Global Practice Manager to oversee and review the operational and budgetary aspects of ongoing and proposed
investment projects;
= Project Preparation; Support task teams in project identification, design and preparation by (i) advising clients on leasibility studies, technology
choice studies, cost-effectivensss analyses and implementation reports(if) reviewing and assessing implementation capacity of project
implemeantation counterparts and supporting instifutions/agencies; (i) defining appropriate benchmarks/indicators and establishing project
assessment and monitoring framewarks 1o assess progress and outcomes; and (iv) carry out stand-alone tasks as agreed with the team lead
and practice manager.

* Project Implementation Support: Provide implementation support to the Bank clients for projects and programs under implementation 1o ensure

implementation guality and timeliness and consistency with project objectives, Implementation requirements will cover financial, disbursement,

procurement, social and envircnmental guidelines and agreements typical of World Bank supported projecis/programs;

+ Client and Stakeholder Network: Coordinate/participate as part of the World Bank Group’s team at national forums, workshops and conferences

focusing on energy issues, The selected candidate will establish and maintain networks with public, civil society, academic and private sector

professionals in order to expand the World Bank's dialogee on the energy agenda in the Southeast Asia region with a focus on Myanmar,

Selection Criteria:

«  Academic qualifications of a minimum of a Master's Dagree, with training that supports engineering and technical, financial and economic
skills applied to the energy sector;

= Af least five years relevant operational experience following a graduate level education, of which most should be in the energy sechor,
especially elecinic power;

+  Knowledge of broader energy sector issues including drivers and determinants of energy demand and supply from a technical economic
perspective, and regulatory, financizl and institutional conssderations;

+  Familiarity with energy systems both on-grid and off-grid technologies as well as the instituional arrangements

*«  Proven track record of innovation in Bank operational or AAA work and active engagement in knowledge sharing across countries and
regions;

+ Excepbional ability to identity long-range goals and objectives, develop stralegic approaches, and conceptualize a multi-year plan to
operationalize these stralegies,

= Proven ability to build client refationships invalving multiple stakeholders;

+«  Demonstrated ability to effectively coordinate activities inwolving multiple disciplines and organizational unils, as well ag to maintain high
service standards under pressure, meet deadlines, and accommodate simultaneous demands from vanious Sources;

*  Proven teamwork and leacership skilis, working with multi-disciplinary teams across different sectors, across operational boundaries within
the World Bank Group and outside it;

*  Skill at managing donor engagements; and

+  Excailent oral and written communications skills in English and Myanmar kanguages,

Details {vacancy #150017) are available in the World Bank Careers website:www.worldbank org/careers. All applications must be submitted

through this website. The World Bank Group is committed to achieving diversity in terms of gender, nationality, culture and edwcational background.

Individuals with disabilities are equally encouraged 1o apply. Closing date is February 12, 2015,

EPATH

PATH, an international nonprofit organization, currently seeks qualified candidates
for the Project Managerposition (01) in our Yangon office.

The PATH program in the Mekong is currently implementing a broad portfolio of ac-
tivities on a range of health issues. This includes work on vaccine and immunization,
nutrition, reproductive, maternal and child health, and infectious diseases. PATH is
seeking to locally recruit:

¢ a dynamic Project Manager(Job code #6468) to support the management
team with our three project outputs: 1) a supportive rice fortification advocacy
and policy environment 2) sustainable supply chain production and distribu-
tion, and 3) sustainable demand generation. This position will report to the
Myanmar Program Team Leader.

On-line application submission will be proceeded in the principle of "first come,
first serve".

For full job descriptions and information on the application process, please visit the
jobs section of the PATH website (www.path.org).

Deadline for on-line submission: February 13th, 2015.
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Myanmar

Vacancy Announcement — Operations Director

Marie Stopes International (MSI) is a marketing-focused and result-oriented social
business that uses modern management and marketing techniques to provide
quality family planning and reproductive health services in more than forty countries
worldwide. Marie Stopes International Myanmar is a social business working with
local partners and the government of Myanmar to provide quality, affordable
and accessible Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) information, commodities
and services; and supporting environment conducive to better SRH for Myanmar
population. MSIM is part of the MSI global partnership, and works to improve the
health and quality of life of women, men, and their families.

MSI Myanmar is looking for the Operations Director, will be based in Yangon,
Myanmar.

Closing date: 13th February, 2015

Application should be addressed to: Head of HR, Marie Stopes International Myanmar,
524/10, New University Avenue road, Bahan Township, Yangon

Email to: hrm.msim@gmail.com

Please check the detail information on: http://www.themimu.info/jobs-for-
myanmar-nationals , http://www.themimu.info/jobs-for-internationals

Challenging Media Sales Position

MCM is looking for an excellent candidate to oversee our National
Sales Force. Successful candidates will have strong commercial management
experience, the vision to develop our business, and a track-record of B2B
Sales Management. Experience in the media sector will be a bonus.

The National Sales Director will oversee our Sales Department’s
activities day-to-day, coaching the team towards strong sales performance
while overseeing the placement of advertisements into our products, and
reporting directly to top management.

Success in this challenging position will require going beyond week-
to-week management and test your ability to chase new business, develop
new business opportunities, and inform the company’s growth as a whole.

Your success in this position will pave the way towards a rewarding career
in Media. Are you ready to take your management career to the next level?
Remuneration will be commensurate with candidate’s experience.

Apply today:
Email our HR team at MCMHRD@mmtimes.com.mm for a full job
description and details on the application process.

MCM

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
379-383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada T/S, Yangon
Email applications to: mecmhrd @myanmartimes.com.mm

Executive Search

Recruiting for you

Business Development manager
Marketing manager

Sales and distribution manager

APPLY NOW!

Brand manager
Logistic officer
Medical doctor
Project manager
Sales engineer
Site engineer
Chief Accountant
Accountant

HR Manager

HR Executive
Legal executive
Secretary
Passenger service agent ( airline)
Receptionist

Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San
Road, Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com
www.esearchmyanmar.com

www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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Property

Polo Club to
compete as

tallest building §

MYAT
NYEIN AYE

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

LOCAL conglomerate HSL Group
has announced a large-scale project
planned for East Race Course Road
in Tarmwe township that could vie
for the crown of Myanmar’s tallest
building.

The first phase of the Polo Club

STOREYS

Proposed height of both the Polo
Club Asia and Diamond Inya Palace
buildings, which are currently the tallest
proposed in Myanmar.

Asia Residence is to be 34 stories,
the same number of stories for Dia-
mond Inya Palace, which is under
construction. The country’s tall-
est building by stories is currently
Centrepoint Towers, at 25 storeys.

Polo Club Asia’s second phase
will be offices and a serviced apart-
ment tower, and the third phase is
a five-star hotel, said Polo Club Asia
Residence sales manager Ma Wah
Wah Hlaing.

HSL has decided to move for-
ward under new branding Golden
Glory Group for its real estate arm,
according to its website. Both are
chaired by businessperson U Khin
Maung Aye, who founded Lat War
Garment Factory.

The entire Polo Club project is
to take six years to develop, with
the two residential towers coming
online first in June 2018. The two
buildings will include 373 units and
a shopping mall on the ground floor.
The last part to be completed is the
hotel.

The land was previously home
to the National Library, which was
opened in 2002 but then damaged
during Cyclone Nargis in 2008 and

The site of the Polo CIub Asia FleS|dence building, with the former National lerary at centre. Photo: Zarnl Phyo

moved to Yankin township. There
is also a National Library branch in
Nay Pyi Taw.

Ma Wah Wah Hlaing said the
former library has been renovated,
with the ground floor in use as a
showroom and the rest used as of-
fice space or rented out to restau-
rants. She added it is likely to even-
tually be demolished to make way

for the five-star hotel, though no
final decision has yet been made.

The sales gallery for Polo Club
Asia Residence opened in Decem-
ber 2014. Company officials claim
to have already sold 90 units, rang-
ing from US$300 to $500 a square
foot, with units between 700 and
2600 square feet.

The land is owned by Myanmar

Economic Corporation, meaning
customers will be signing long-term
leases for 70 years rather than pur-
chasing property.

The project is being worked on
by a number of international com-
panies including China State Con-
struction Engineering Corporation
and as well as a list of several Singa-
porean companies.

Urbanisation rates increasing but behind regional countries

MYAT NYEIN AYE
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

MYANMAR’S cities may be growing,
but they have a relatively long way to
go to catch up with urbanisation rates
in some nearby countries, according to
the World Bank.

The country’s urbanisation rates
during the 2000 to 2010 period gen-
erally lagged its neighbours, likely
due to the country’s economic isola-
tion, according to the World Bank’s
“East Asia’s Changing Urban Land-
scape: Measuring a Decade of Spatial
Growth” report released last week.

Despite being twice as large as Vi-
etnam or Malaysia in size, its total ur-
ban area is less than one-third the size
of Vietham and one-fifth the size of
Malaysia. The total amount of urban
land in Myanmar increased during the
2000s from 760 square Kilometres to
830 square kilometres by 2010, an in-
crease of about 0.8 percent a year.

Yet while urban areas may not be
growing in size very quickly, they are
attracting lots more people.

Urban areas started 2000 with 4.7
million people, increasing by about
2.8pc a year to 6.2 million in 2010.
Density of urban areas went from
6200 people per square kilometre in
2000 to 7500 per kilometre by 2010.
This density is higher than average for
the region, and the second-highest af-
ter Indonesia.

Between 2000 and 2010, the coun-
try’s urban population increased,
though there was not significant con-
struction of new urban areas. How-
ever, even Myanmar’s largest cities are
smaller than some of the huge cities in
the region.

Yangon and Mandalay, the coun-
try’s first and second largest cities, do
not meet the World Bank’s criteria for
large urban areas, as they did not have
5 million people by 2010. Instead the
two cities are classified as medium-

sized, with populations between 1 and
5 million by 2010.

Yangon is Myanmar’s largest city,
but spatially it barely grew at 0.5 per-
cent a year from 2000 to 2010. Its pop-
ulation grew by a more rapid 2.6pc to
end 2010 at 3.4 million people.

World Bank country manager Ab-
doulaye Seck said urbanisation is like-
ly to continue in Myanmar, so it best
be prepared.

“The rate of people moving to ur-
ban areas in East Asia was very high,
so there needs to be strong manage-
ment for the country;” he said.

Overall, almost 200 million people
in East Asia moved to urban areas in
the decade to 2010, creating a massive
challenge to the region’s planners.

About 36pc of people in the region
- which under the World Bank’s defini-
tion includes Northeast and Southeast
Asia - were living in urban areas as of
2010, up from 29pc ten years before.

This suggests the region will see

decades more of further population
shifts, the World Bank said in the re-
port released January 26.

The report contains data gath-
ered through satellite imagery and
“geospatial” mapping which the bank
said should help planners ensure that
policies will benefit a larger number of
those moving to cities, especially the
poor.

The data shows that urban areas in
East Asia expanded at an average rate
of 2.4 percent per year during the dec-
ade, with urban land reaching 134,800
square Kkilometres (71,043 square
miles) in 2010.

China’s Pearl River Delta, which
includes Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Fos-
han and Dongguan, has overtaken To-
kyo as the world’s largest urban area
both in size and population, it said.

As of 2010, the report stated that
there were 42 million inhabitants
in the Pearl River Delta, a popula-
tion larger than that of Argentina,

Canada or Malaysia.

World Bank urban development
expert Abhas Jha said he hopes the
report will push policy makers to a
shift from a “car-centric” to a “people-
centric” strategy in growing cities like
Jakarta and Bangkok.

“Massive traffic congestions in ur-
ban cities calls for a new paradigm
shift in urban planning to move from
a car-centric to people-centric urban
plan,” he told reporters in a video con-
ference from Singapore adding that a
more efficient public transportation
system could be one way to alleviate
this problem.

The report however said that de-
spite the population shift, data shows
that only less than 1 percent of the to-
tal area studied is urbanised.

“Only 36 percent of the total popu-
lation is urban - suggesting that the
region’s urban expansion has only just
begun,” it said.

— Additional reporting by AFP
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“International companies may be slow to continue their projects or | Malaysia declares its missing

jetis officially an accident
WORLD 40

investments, but we encourage them to continue as planned.”
- Myanmar QOil and Gas Enterprise official

Wonderful penthouse with Shwedagon view

Shwedagon is Yangon’'s main land-
mark, the centre the city revolves
around. Catching a glimpse of the
distinct golden structure is a high-
light to Yangon living, though this
glimpse is often too fleeting. This
week’s unique apartments in Bahan
township offer the chance to take in
a breathtaking view of Shwedagon

whenever you wish, while still boast-
ing a tasteful interior and an excel-
lent location.

The twin penthouses featured
this week are mirror images of each
other. Both look over Shwedagon,
though the west side has the more
direct view.

The interiors of both penthouses

have been completely renovated and
decorated with designer fixtures,
with the design by Amelie Chai of
Spine Architects. They come semi-
furnished, decorated throughout
with teak.

There are two bedrooms, one
shrine or office room, a spacious
living room and two bathrooms in
both. The highlight, however, is the
panorama folding doors that open
from the living room to the huge ter-
race with stunning views of nearby
Shwedagon.

- Jeremy Mullins
Photos: Naing Win Tun

Location : Top floor of 12-storey
Shwegondine towers,
Tower A, East Shwegon-
dine Road, Bahan tsp
: $4900 per month rental
for either
(negotiable)
Purchase price 5400
lakh for Shwedagon view
(west side), 4900 lakh for
east side
Contact : Ko Chan Thar
Phone : 09-450038912
Email : kochanthar11@gmail.com

Price

Donation
made for
Yangon’s
future

MYAT NYEIN AYE
myatnyeinaye11092dgmail.com

CITIES Development Initiative for
Asia will contribute a grant of up to
US$350,000 to support what it calls a
“heritage-led regeneration initiative”
in a pilot area in downtown Yangon.

It will partner with the Yangon
City Development Committee and
Yangon Heritage Trust, it said in a
press release.

The program will see the invest-
ment used to detail opportunities
and challenges for infrastructure
improvements and upgrading and
renovating individual properties,
while following heritage conserva-
tion practices.

Cities Development Initiative for
Asia head Shrinivas Sampath said in
the press release the aim of the as-
sistance is provide a development
alternative that respects the city’s
historic fabric while providing af-
fordable real estate.

Yangon City Development Com-
mittee director of urban planning U
Toe Aung said the program will take
up to five months, and will help im-
prove the work of the committee as
well as Yangon Heritage Trust.

“This is a unique collaborative
effort between government and civ-
il society: to protect the city’s inval-
uable heritage, promote investment
in historic buildings, improve in-
frastructure, and enable the down-
town economic development,” said
U Thant Myint-U, chair of Yangon
Heritage Trust. “Finding the right
formula that integrates conserva-
tion into an urban renewal strategy
is the key”
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that HELENA RUBINSTEIN a company
organized under the laws of France and having its principal office at 129
Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, 75008 Paris, France, is the Owner and
Sole Proprietor of the following trade mark:

HELENA RUBINSTEIN

The said Trade Mark consists of “HELENA RUBINSTEIN”.
The said Trade Mark is used in respect of the following goods:

Class 3

Perfume, eau de toilette; gels, salts for the bath and the shower not for
medical purpose; toilet soaps, body deodorants; cosmetics namely creams,
milks, lotions, gels and powders for the face, the body and the hands; sun
care preparations (cosmetic products); make-up preparations; shampoos;
gels, sprays, mousses and balms for the hair styling and hair care; hair
lacquers; hair colouring and hair decolorant preparations; permanent
waving and curling preparations; essential oils for personal use

rendered by or on behalf of HELENA RUBINSTEIN in the Union
of Myanmar.

That Declarations of Ownership in respect of the said Trade Marks
have been registered in the Office of the Sub-Registrar, Yangon, on
the day of 26" August, 2014 under No. IV/11670 for 2014.

WARNING is hereby given that any fraudulent imitation, unauthorised
or improper use of the said Trade Marks or other infringement of the
rights of HELENA RUBINSTEIN in any manner whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

Dated this 2™ day of February, 2015.

U Kyi Win Associates
for HELENA RUBINSTEIN
53-55 Maha Bandoola Garden Street, Yangon

P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon. Phone: 372416

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that BIOTHERM a company organized
under the laws of Monaco and having its principal office at Roc
Fleuri, 1 rue du Ténao, MC-98000 Monaco, PRINCIPAUTE
DE MONACO, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following

" BIOTHERM

The said Trade Mark consists of “BIOTHERM”.
The said Trade Mark is used in respect of the following goods:

Class 3

Perfume, eau de toilette; gels, salts for the bath and the shower not
for medical purpose; toilet soaps, body deodorants; cosmetics namely
creams, milks, lotions, gels and powders for the face, the body and
the hands; sun care preparations (cosmetic products); make-up
preparations; shampoos gels, sprays, mousses and balms for the hair
styling and hair care; hair lacquers; hair colouring and hair decolorant
preparations; permanent waving and curling preparations; essential
oils for personal use.

rendered by or on behalf of BIOTHERM in the Union of Myanmar.

That Declarations of Ownership in respect of the said Trade Marks
have been registered in the Office of the Sub-Registrar, Yangon,
on the day of 26™ September, 2014 under No. IV/13896 for 2014.
WARNING is hereby given that any fraudulent imitation,
unauthorised or improper use of the said Trade Marks or other
infringement of the rights of BIOTHERM in any manner
whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.
Dated this 2" day of February, 2015.

U Kyi Win Associates

for BIOTHERM

53-55 Maha Bandoola Garden Street, Yangon
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416
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The future 1s still far off

One of Myanmar’s last hurdles to leapfrogging will be a slog to clear: development

CATHERINE
TRAUTWEIN

P

newrooms(@mmtimes.com.mm

THOUGH there is lots of buzz about
the potential to pay and bank through
mobile phones, the country won’t go
cashless until weighty problems get
solved, according to attendees at a
Yangon conference last week.

There are banks in Myanmar that
have already tackled mobile banking,
which caters to customers with bank
accounts. But across financial institu-
tions, it’s still early days for mobile
money services.

On the uphill slog towards solu-
tions - and in the end, financial inclu-
sion for Myanmar’s rural unbanked
- the government, banks and other
industry players will be forced to con-
front a swath of issues around infra-
structure, financial literacy, interoper-
ability and more.

While a distinction between mobile
banking and mobile payment may be
messy, attendees at last week’s Mobile
Money and E-Commerce Summit 2015
explained the services can be aimed
at two different market segments: the
banked and the unbanked. While mo-
bile banking gives customers access
to a bank’s services, mobile money
extends past those that hold accounts
and into a vast population of people
that don’t - more than 95 percent of
the country, as previously reported by
The Myanmar Times.

“In Myanmar’s case, our bank-
ing penetration is very, very low, so if
you look at all the tick boxes, there’s
no reason why mobile money versus
banking should not work here,” said U
Thura Soe Paing, managing director of
Frontier Technology Partners, which
offers a mobile money solution called
myKyat. “It is an ideal situation for
that. However, because it is an ideal
situation doesn’t mean it’s going to be
successful.”

The mobile money system requires
banks establish agent checkpoints -
“human ATMs” - all over the coun-
try. Take an unbanked rural farmer
that gives an agent cash, which then
gets converted into virtual money and
stored in an electronic wallet. With
mobile money, the farmer can pay for
goods and services with his phone, or
“cash out” at agent checkpoints, clear-
ing out his mobile wallet and receiving
kyats in exchange.

On a mobile money system, cus-
tomers will be able to pay in and cash
out of e-wallets through a network of
agents and use virtual money to pay
for bills, said U Myo Win Yee, general
manager of e-channels at Ayeyarwady
(AYA) Bank.

Reaching Myanmar’s majority ru-
ral populations through mobile money
services - an alternative to the time-
consuming and costly process of build-
ing new bank branches - will require

the construction of an entire ecosys-
tem and wide-scale industry coopera-
tion.

Kanbawza (KBZ) Bank interna-
tional banking division COO Dexter
Tan, speaking on a panel at the Mobile
Money and E-Commerce Summit 2015
on January 28, used an acronym to
sum up the challenges facing the in-
dustry: IUSAACS.

If critical factors - interoperabil-
ity, ubiquitous acceptance, security,
affordability, awareness, convenience
and swiftness - are present, “I think
we have a game to play and it will be
a successful game”, Mr Tan said, em-
phasising his statements were his per-
sonal opinion.

Infrastructure and mobile money
must go hand in hand, as customers
can only use financial services where
there is connectivity coverage - which
telcos can provide by putting up
towers.

“Mobile money can never outgrow
[mobile] penetration,” said U Aung
Aung, Myanmar Citizens Bank board
member, who said Myanmar needs
100pc mobile penetration for mobile
money to win out.

‘[if ] we don’t
interoperate, this
whole thing is
designed to fail.

U Aung Aung
Myanmar Citizens Bank
board member

Mobile penetration has been grow-
ing. After the Myanmar government
made moves to semi-privatise the
telecoms industry, bestowing bids to
operate on international telcos Oore-
doo and Telenor, the country has seen
unprecedented mobile adoption. The
firms, competing with state-owned in-
cumbent MPT, have pushed out of the
cities and into the countryside in the
attempts of making good on promises
of near-universal coverage within five
years. However, connectivity - which
powers communications spanning
SMS texting to 3G coverage - still
proves a formidable challenge.

Meanwhile, telcos might be help-
ing to build infrastructure inroads, but
where to go once users start driving is
another story.

“The ecosystem as a whole is very
difficult to build. The key is you need
to have places to spend e-money or
to make payments or to withdraw
cash,” U Aung Aung said. “That is
very expensive and time-consuming
to set up. And if we do it pocket,
pocket, pocket, at the end, [if] we
don’t interoperate, this whole thing
is designed to fail”

U Aung Aung and others stressed
the importance of interoperability
- which encompasses the idea that
banks should serve all users through
their agent network.

He expressed the need for cen-
tralisation, with a player ensuring low
costs and cooperation - a sentiment
echoed by Mr Tan, who said mobile
success in Myanmar must come from
a “national agenda”.

“If you look at mobile banking or
mobile financial services rollout in
any other countries, it’s always been
a failure. Why? Everybody had their
own agenda,” he said. “There is a lot
of duplication of services, a lot of ven-
dors that compete; the interoperabil-
ity is not there, ubiquitous acceptance
points are not there.”

“If you have everything creating an
ecosystem that can enable all this, I
think it would [work],” he continued.
“And Myanmar is in the right place,
right time.”

But serendipity won’t ensure mo-
bile money moves forward; guidance
is required.

“Regulation needs to [be] set up
so that mobile network operators give
their services out at whatever the low-
est minimum thing to help,” U Aung
Aung said.

Although regulation has come
down from the Central Bank of
Myanmar green-lighting bank-led
mobile banking models, no mobile
payments-type legislation has yet
been released. Confusion still swirls
about when it will be created, but
it is necessary before many compa-
nies can begin operations. And U Oo
Thein Myint, deputy general manag-
er of CB Bank, said though the bank
is officially allowed to offer mobile
banking, it needs permission from
above - the Central Bank - to engage
in mobile money services.

“So the big question is how to
make mobile money profitable. How
to make it work,” U Aung Aung said.
“The quick answer ... is that you need
to make it 10 times better”

Income for providers - banks, re-
tailers and agents - as well as benefits
and the solution all need to improve,
he continued.

In return for rolling out mobile
money, banks could acquire business,
according to U Myo Win Yee. “The
panel discussed financial literacy is
currently very weak,” he said. “If [peo-
ple] use the mobile money system,
they may have improved financial
literacy and become our banking cus-
tomer.”

Banks also benefit by enabling
universal financial inclusion, Mr Tan
said, adding the moves around mobile
money could drive a tide that lifts all
boats.

“I think, majority, when these so-
called ecosystems open [all stakehold-
ers] will profit,” Mr Tan said.

U Aung Aung put it simply: “The
answer is do it together or fail.”

Jihadists head to the web’s -dark side

AFTER having used the internet pro-
fusely for propaganda and recruit-
ment, jihadist organisations have re-
alised that investigators are gleaning
crucial information online and are in-
creasingly concealing their web pres-
ence, experts say.

Apart from recent orders given to
fighters to limit their exposure, erase
the footprint of their online activity,
and avoid revealing too many place
names or faces, the Islamic State and
Al-Nusra Front groups are increasing-
ly using the so-called “Dark Web” - the
hidden part of the internet protected

by powerful encryption softwares.
“Sometimes we get the geographi-
cal location of some fighters thanks
to Facebook,” Philippe Chadrys, in
charge of the fight against terrorism at
France’s judicial police, said last week.
But now, those who just months
ago had happily posted on Facebook
videos or photos of themselves holding
Kalashnikovs or of beheadings have re-
alised that they were single-handedly
building a case against themselves, if
they ever decided to come home. “We
are starting to notice the beginnings of
disaffection with Facebook - they have

understood that’s how we get incrimi-
nating evidence,” said Mr Chadrys. He
also said that jihadists were increas-
ingly using the “Dark Web.”

“That makes our probes much
more complicated. The terrorists are
adapting; they understand that the
telephone and internet are handy, but
dangerous.”

Last autumn, the Islamic State
group (IS) asked fighters not to tweet
precise location names, to blur faces
and stop giving too many details about
ongoing operations.

— AFP



Samsung Galaxy A3

With a 4.5-inch Super AMOLED
screen, this 3G phone is the slimmest
handset in the Samsung Galaxy A
Series. It has a 1.2GHz quad-core
processor and runs Android version
4.4 (KitKat). The A3 also arrives with
16gb of built-in memory and RAM at
1gb. Take all the selfies and snaps you
want with a 5mp front-facing camera
and 8mp camera on the device’s
back.
K229,900
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S View Cover for Galaxy A5
K31,200

Flip Cover for Galaxy A3
K24,600

Samsung Gear Circle

Science & Technology

Samsung Galaxy A5

This 3G handset suits those that love a
wide screen - 5.0 inches on the A5. This
phone runs Android KitKat and operates
on a 1.2 GHz quad-core processor like the

A3. But the device’s back camera, at 13mp,

gets an upgrade on the A3, resulting in

prettier pictures. That’s not the only thing

that gets a boost: The device ups RAM to
2gb, while built-in memory remains the
same at 16 gb.

K395,000

‘We've done the rounds, and Samsung’s Gear Circle seems pretty
cool to Gadget Review. The stylish around-the-neck wireless has
magnetic clasp controls and offers voice notifications. Its vibration
feature also notifies users of an SMS or a call. Both men and women
will appreciate its sleek and light design - plus long-term battery life
and water and sweat resistance make it a durable buy.

K83,000

Available: Samsung showrooms

— Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Telenor expands beyond big cities

TELENOR Myanmar has broken out
of Myanmar’s cities with recent net-
work rollouts in Sagaing, Magwe,
Ayeyarwady and Bago regions.

The regional launches, announced
January 22, add to Telenor’s network
coverage as the telco makes its way
to covering half of Myanmar’s town-
ships by this month’s end.

Telenor’s moves mark the first
time the telco has deployed its ser-
vices outside Myanmar’s three largest
cities - Yangon, Mandalay and Nay
Pyi Taw. To slake demand, the firm

has begun issuing 1.5 million new
SIM cards into the market monthly,
a release said.

Telenor started services in Bago
with 108 towers to cover seven town-
ships in East Bago and with 16 towers
for nine townships in Taungoo, the
release said. Meanwhile, Magwe’s net-
work, launched on 60 towers, brings
coverage to Magwe township. By the
end of January, Telenor hopes to hit
six additional townships in the region.

Telenor has upped its tower count
in Yangon and Mandalay since roll-

out, but more towers are needed to
improve quality of coverage in big
and small cities, Telenor Myanmar
CEO Petter Furberg said in a press re-
lease. The telco will be busy in Febru-
ary, as Kayin and Mon are next on the
list for service launches and the firm
estimates a connectivity boost will ar-
rive this month.

“We are also close to finalising our
fibre link to Thailand and expect to
open it in February,” said Mr Furberg
said in a statement.

- Catherine Trautwein
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Gaming: a new
soclal network
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HEADING online can help some gam-
ers relax, form friendships, and even
learn English. But some have concerns
about how online behaviour affects of-
fline lives - and what happens when
too much of a good thing goes bad.

The first thing Yangon online
gamer Ko Kyaw Myo does if he’s
on the internet is go play games -
Facebook and other web pages come
after, he said.

“Gamers chat with other gamers in
online games, so they get close with
other gamers by playing,” he said.

The online gaming community has
seen its numbers grow as connectivity
spreads through Myanmar, spurred by
the semi-privatisation of the telecoms
market and mobile network rollouts.
The amount of games played last year
doubled over the year prior, according
to U Myint Kyaw Thu, chief technolo-
gy officer at Myanmar games company
Total Gameplay Studio.

The firm recently made more room
for the gaming community to hang out
online, having introduced a unique
“social network platform” for gam-
ers, otakus - a Japanese word that can
mean “geek”- and teens, according to
U Myint Kyaw Thu.

Unlike social spaces for the masses,
Total Gameplay Studio’s network aims
to pinpoint an audience.

“Facebook and Twitter are very
much general,” U Myint Kyaw Thu
said. “I think we need specific so-
cial networks built around specific
user groups.”

The platform, now in beta, deep-
ens users’ connections within the
world of play. “[It’s] linked with our

games so you can perform meta-
gameplay such as challenging an-
other player or coordinating attacks
within a clan right inside the social
network,” he said, noting 5000 users
test the network each day.

Online gaming can give users a
place to sit back and socialise. But
what some might call a leisure pur-
suit can also help players engage their
brains, according to some.

“Students or schoolboys should
play online games to relax because
if schoolboys play online games their
brain quality can increase,” said U
Khin Maung Oo, who owns Best
Solution internet cafe in Kyauktada
Township.

And U Myint Kyaw Thu said games
with stories that progress in English
can help players learn words in the
foreign language.

However, he also warned that gam-
ers shouldn’t spend too much of their
life online.

One mobile user expressed con-
cerns about a perceived trend away
from IRL (in real life) interaction.
“Once young people shared their ex-
periences and told jokes in tea shops.
Now young people are playing mobile
online games there,” said Ko Thein
Htoo Aung of South Dagon. “I don’t
like that because the tea-shop culture
involves sitting and talking.”

Though online gaming has in-
creased steadily in popularity, visits
to local tea shops prove the internet
hasn’t replaced offline communication
overnight. And like many activities in
life, gaming gets the “okay” when used
in moderation.

“I think games are a good form of
entertainment to relax after a long day
of work or study. But like other things,
if you are addicted to gaming, then
you got a big problem,” U Myint Kyaw
Thu said. “I hope gamers can avoid
game addiction and balance their lives
between gaming and hard work”
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EU extends sanctions against Russia

Europe announces new constraints on Russia as Gorbachev warns of armed conflict

THE EU agreed last week to ex-
pand its sanctions against Russia
as UkKkraine’s warring parties an-
nounced fresh truce talks to end a
surge in fighting between Kiev and
Kremlin-backed rebels.

Former Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev warned meanwhile that
the threat of further sanctions
risked turning the new Cold War
atmosphere into a globally destabi-
lising “hot” armed conflict between
Moscow and the West.

Federica Mogherini
EU foreign policy chief

During emergency talks called
after dozens died in fighting in the
east Ukrainian port of Mariupol,
EU foreign ministers overcame

reluctance from Greece’s radical
new government to reach a deal to
tighten sanctions.

“I cannot say I am happy that
we have taken this decision be-
cause the situation on the ground
is nothing to be happy about,”
EU foreign policy chief Federica
Mogherini told a press conference
in Brussels.

“But the one thing I can be hap-
py about is that we have kept our
unity.”

The United States welcomed the
EU move, and warned Russia that
it is mulling fresh sanctions of its
own.

State Department spokesperson
Jen Psaki said the EU agreement
was “a further sign that the actions
of the last several days and weeks
are absolutely unacceptable and
that there will be new consequences
put in place”.

Kiev and local officials said six
civilians and five Ukrainian soldiers
were Kkilled over the previous 24
hours, adding to the UN’s confirmed
death toll of 5100 for the conflict in
the former Soviet state.

The EU ministers agreed
to extend, by six months until

Council at the European Council headquarters in Brussels on January 29. Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

for Johnson & Johnson
P. O. Box 60, Yangon

Dated: 2 February 2015

Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

LYFTIC

Reg. No. 6198/2011

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Human pharmaceutical preparations”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm

September, a series of targeted sanc-
tions hitting more than 100 Russian
and Ukrainian figures, which were
introduced after the annexation of
Crimea in March 2014, according to
a statement after the talks.

They also agreed to come up
with more names to be hit with the
travel bans and asset freezes within
a week.

The EU ministers further agreed
to start work on further “appropri-
ate action” if Moscow and the rebels
keep breaching a largely disregard-
ed peace deal signed in Minsk, Bela-
rus, in September.

That could open the door for the
widening of much tougher secto-
ral sanctions hurting the Russian
economy which were introduced
after the shooting-down of Malaysia
Airlines flight MH17 over eastern
Ukraine in July.

Greece’s new Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras, who is close to Rus-
sia, had raised doubts about the
need for more sanctions earlier
in the week, but fears that Athens
could veto new measures failed to
materialise.

The West says Russian forces are
in Ukraine supporting the rebels - a
charge the Kremlin denies - and has
urged Moscow repeatedly to respect
the Minsk deal.

In a new development, the con-
tact group of representatives of
Ukraine, Russia and the OSCE were
set to hold further peace talks in
Minsk on January 30, the Belarus
foreign ministry said.

Ukraine’s Western-backed Pres-
ident Petro Poroshenko had ear-
lier called for urgent talks, saying
they should lead to “an immedi-
ate ceasefire and the withdrawal
of heavy weapons from the line of
contact”.

Pro-Russian militants had the
previous week pulled out of peace
talks and announced a new offen-
sive that was followed by a rocket
attack on the strategic port of Mari-
upol in which 31 civilians died.

Mr Gorbachev, the last Soviet
leader, appeared to pin the blame
on the West for the worsening situa-
tion, saying sanctions which had cut
Russian access to US and European
capital markets threatened to spiral
into open warfare.

“Where will that lead all of us?
A Cold War is already being waged
openly. What’s next?” the 83-year-
old Nobel peace prize winner asked.
“Unfortunately I cannot say for sure
that a Cold War will not lead to a
‘hot’ one.”

Russia’s resurgence has alarmed
eastern members of the EU that used
to be in the Soviet sphere of influence.

Poland, which has taken a harsh
tone against Moscow, said on Janu-
ary 29 it will soon allow civilians
to sign up for military training as
it boosts its defence system due to
anxiety over events in Ukraine.

The Ukrainian rebels have
made good their threat to push
into the important eastern indus-
trial lands that still answer to Kiev,
with fears that they could open up
a land corridor linking Russia to
the annexed Black Sea peninsula
of Crimea.

Combined with a slump in oil
prices, the Western sanctions have
plunged Russia into recession and
seen Standard and Poor’s slap a
‘Gunk” rating on Moscow’s debt.

— AFP

Egypt suftersd

MILITANTS fired a barrage of
rockets and set off a car bomb last
week Killing at least 26 people,
mostly soldiers, in Egypt’s North

Sinai province, where security
forces are battling a raging Islamist
insurgency.

The deadly assaults on January
29 were swiftly claimed by the Egyp-
tian affiliate of the Islamic State
group that has captured chunks of
territory in Syria and Iraq.

Jihadists have regularly attacked
security forces in the Sinai Peninsu-
la since Islamist president Moham-
ed Morsi was ousted by then-army
chief and now-President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi in July 2013.

They say this is in retaliation
for a bloody government crack-
down against Morsi supporters
that has left hundreds dead, thou-
sands jailed and dozens sentenced
to death after speedy trials that the
United Nations says are “unprec-
edented in recent history”.

The main focus of the January
29 attacks was El-Arish, the provin-
cial capital, where a military base,
a police headquarters, a residential
complex for army and police offic-
ers, and several army checkpoints
were targeted in the biggest such si-
multaneous assaults since October,
officials said.

Twenty-five people, mostly sol-
diers, were Killed when several
rockets and a suicide car bomber

Egyptian military statement
|

struck the targets within minutes.

“Terrorist elements have at-
tacked several police and army
headquarters and facilities using
explosive-laden vehicles and rock-
ets,” the military said in a state-
ment, adding there was an ex-
change of fire between troops and
militants.

The Islamic State group’s Egyp-
tian affiliate, Ansar Beit al-Maqids,
claimed the assaults in a Twitter ac-
count linked to it.

Egypt’s deadliest jihadist group
said it “executed extensive, simul-
taneous attacks in the cities of El-
Arish, Sheikh Zuweid and Rafah” in
North Sinai.

Security officials said militants
first fired rockets at the El-Arish po-
lice headquarters, the military base
and the housing complex, which
was followed quickly by a suicide
car bombing targeting the rear gate
of the military base.

They said the death toll was high
in El-Arish as a group of soldiers
and officers were gathered at the
rear gate of the military base when
the car bomber attacked.

Militants also attacked a mili-
tary checkpoint south of El-Arish,
wounding four soldiers.

In a separate assault an army of-
ficer was Killed when a rocket struck
a checkpoint in the town of Rafah, on
the border with the Gaza Strip.

Overall, officials said at least 62
people were wounded in the attacks
in North Sinai.

In another incident a police of-
ficer was killed when struck by
a bomb in the canal city of Suez,
while a suspected militant mistak-
enly blew himself up in Port Said
while planting a bomb.

The El-Arish attack was the
deadliest since an October 24 as-
sault, also near El-Arish, when mili-
tants Killed 30 soldiers and wound-
ed scores more.

It came despite a series of
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Members of the Greek
presidental Evzoni
Guards arrive at the
Presidental Palace

in Athens for the
swearing-in ceremony
of the new goverment
on January 27. The
election of the Syriza
leftist party has raised
fears of a possible
Greek exit from the
single currency area
after it vowed to
reduce the huge debt
payments Greece has
to make following its
international bailouts.

eadly assaults

security measures implemented by
the authorities in North Sinai since
the October attack.

That attack prompted the au-
thorities to build a buffer zone
along the Gaza border to prevent
militants infiltrating from the Pal-
estinian enclave.

The authorities have also im-
posed a state of emergency and
night-time curfew in parts of North
Sinai since October.

US State Department spokes-
person Jen Psaki condemned the
January 29 attacks, and vowed that
Washington “remains steadfast
in its support” of Cairo’s efforts to
combat terrorism.

Late last year Washington deliv-
ered 10 Apache helicopters to Egypt
for joint counter-terrorism opera-
tions in the Sinai Peninsula.

The Egyptian military said
January 29 attack was the result
of “successful operations” carried
out against jihadists by the security
forces, and “the failure of Muslim
Brotherhood ... in spreading chaos
on the fourth anniversary of the

25 January revolution”, which was
marked on January 25.

On January 25, 2011, millions of
Egyptians protested against then
leader Hosni Mubarak, forcing him
to step down.

On that date this year, Egypt
marked the anniversary of the
revolt. Clashes between protest-
ers and police left 20 people dead,
mostly in Cairo, triggering fresh
tensions in the capital.

Since Mr Mubarak’s ouster Egypt
has been rocked by political and eco-
nomic turmoil, leading to a security
vacuum in the Sinai Peninsula.

Jihadists have Kkilled scores
of police and soldiers, mostly in
the peninsula, but the authorities
have blamed these attacks on Mr
Mubarak’s successor Mr Morsi’s
Muslim Brotherhood movement.

The Muslim Brotherhood denies
the charges.

The army has poured troops and
armour into the peninsula to fight
the insurgency that has rapidly
flared since Mr Morsi’s ouster.

— AFP
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African leaders focus on conflict

AFRICAN leaders met on January 30
for their annual summit with conflict
topping the agenda, especially Nige-
ria’s Boko Haram insurgents, as well
as efforts to stem Ebola.

While the official theme of the Afri-
can Union meeting was women’s em-
powerment, leaders from the 54-mem-
ber bloc were once again beset by a
string of crises across the continent.

Preparatory talks last week ahead
of the two-day meeting at the AU head-
quarters in the Ethiopian capital have
seen promises by AU chief Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma to drum up “collective
African efforts” to tackle the Islamists.

The AU Peace and Security Coun-
cil has called for regional five-nation
force of 7500 troops to deploy to
stop the “horrendous” rise of the
insurgents.

More than 13,000 people have
been killed and more than one million
made homeless by Boko Haram vio-
lence since 2009.

Leaders were also expected to elect
Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe

to the organisation’s one-year rotating
chair, replacing Mauritania’s President
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz.

Mr Mugabe, a former liberation
war hero who aged 90 is Africa’s oldest
president and the third-longest serv-
ing leader, is viewed with deep respect
by many on the continent.

But he is also subject to travel bans
from both the United States and Eu-
ropean Union in protest at political
violence and intimidation.

With over a dozen elections due to
take place this year across Africa, the
talks were also expected to focus on
how to ensure peaceful polls.

The Institute for Security Stud-
ies, an African think tank, warns that
“many of these are being held in a con-
text that increases the risk of political
violence”

Wars in South Sudan and the Cen-
tral African Republic, both nations
scheduled to hold elections, as well as
in Libya were also due to draw debate.

South Sudan’s warring parties met
on January 29 in the latest push for a

lasting peace deal, with six previous
ceasefire commitments never holding
for more than a few days - and some-
time just hours - on the ground.

Tens of thousands of people have
been killed in more than a year of
civil war, with peace talks led by the
regional East African bloc IGAD due
following the summit.

Also topping the agenda was the
question of financing regional forces,
amid broader debates on funding the
AU, a thorny issue for the bloc, once
heavily bankrolled by toppled Libyan
strongman Moamer Kadhafi.

African leaders were also due to
discuss the economic recovery of
countries affected by the Ebola virus,
setting up a “solidarity fund” and
planning a proposed African Centre
for Disease Control.

The worst outbreak of the virus in
history has seen nearly 9000 deaths in
a year, almost all of them in the three
west African countries of Liberia,
Guinea and Sierra Leone, and sparked
a major health scare worldwide. — AFP

- |}

S . NN SR

The chairperson of the African Union Commission, Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, and Chinese vice foreign minister Zhang
Ming exchange memorandums of understanding in Addis Ababa on January 27. Photo: AFP
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Jet’s disappearance declared ‘accident’

AFTER months of uncertainty, Malay-
sia on January 29 formally declared
flight MH370’s disappearance an ac-
cident and its passengers and crew
presumed dead.

The move is expected to allow
claims for compensation payments to
be launched, but it has angered some
relatives who are demanding proof of
what happened to the missing jet.

Malaysian authorities and the
airline had until last week refrained
from drawing firm conclusions about
the fate of the plane and its 239 pas-
sengers and crew, as many desperate
next-of-kKin continue to insist it may
have landed safely somewhere.

But the January 29 declaration
was essentially a formal announce-
ment that the plane had indeed
crashed somewhere after its disap-
pearance on March 8 and that all
aboard had perished.

“It is therefore with the heaviest
heart and deepest sorrow that on be-
half of the government of Malaysia,
we officially declare Malaysia Airlines
flight MH370 an accident,” civil avia-
tion chief Azharuddin Abdul Rahman
said in a televised announcement.

“All 239 of the passengers and
crew on board MH370 are presumed
to have lost their lives,” he added.

Urging relatives to move forward,
he said it was “important that fami-
lies try to resume normal lives”.

Gerry Soejatman
Aviation analyst

Malaysia Airlines later said it
would begin contacting families to
proceed with a “fair and reasonable”
compensation process.

But Sarah Bajc, whose partner
Philip Wood was on board the plane,
was one of several relatives who
poured scorn on the announcement.

“I think they are lying,” she said
of the Malaysian government and
airline.

“It could very well be that the
plane crashed. But there is no evi-
dence, and until there is evidence we
just can’t believe them. It is impossi-
ble to bring any closure until we have
proof.”

Many relatives have consistently
accused Malaysia’s authoritarian gov-
ernment and its flagship carrier of a
chaotic and bungled response to the
plane’s initial diversion that allowed
the jet to disappear, and a subsequent
cover-up. Those charges are strenu-
ously denied.

The plane vanished en route from
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing in one of
history’s great aviation mysteries.

Malaysia’s government says satel-
lite data indicates the plane inexplica-
bly detoured to the remote southern
Indian Ocean, which they suspect was
due to “deliberate” action onboard.

But no evidence has turned up as
to the fate of the plane, despite an
ongoing Australian-led search of the
supposed crash region - the most ex-
pensive search-and-rescue operation
in history.

Whatever happened, aviation ana-
lyst Gerry Soejatman said the declara-
tion is important to allow all parties
to move forward in the baffling case.

“Unless the declaration is made, it
will be tough to initiate certain legal
steps for insurance matters to take
place,” he said.

“It’s a hard step for [the families]
to accept, but they have to bear in
mind that someone has to pay them
and everyone has to move on some-
how. It’s not easy but this is a fact.”

Two-thirds of the passengers were

A relative of a passenger of the missing Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 holds a picture of Malaysian Prime Minister Najib
Razak with the writing “Please bring back my husband” after the Department of Civil Aviation (DCA) decided to cancel a
press conference in Putrajaya on January 29. Photo: AFP

Chinese nationals, and their furi-
ous accusations that Malaysia had
concealed information drew China’s
government into the fray, straining
bilateral ties when Beijing criticised
the disaster response.

Speaking after Mr Azharuddin’s
announcement, Chinese premier Li
Keqiang called the loss of MH370 a
“great misfortune”

“We also hope Malaysia can keep its
promises to continue the investigation
of the event, pay compensation and
also comfort the families. But most im-
portantly, they should use all means to
try to find the victims,” he said.

Malaysian authorities say they
launched investigations immediately
after the disappearance, but they

have so far released no findings, infu-
riating families.

Ms Bajc said she was never con-
tacted by Malaysian authorities, and
knows nobody who was.

Many also question the theory
that the flight veered toward the In-
dian Ocean. Mr Azharuddin, however,
said Malaysia would “forge ahead”
with the search effort.

The government’s awkward han-
dling of last week’s announcement
also angered relatives, who have ac-
cused authorities and the airline of
insensitivity in the past, and drew
harsh criticism on social media.

A hastily scheduled press con-
ference to announce the news was
abruptly abandoned earlier on

January 29 after several family mem-
bers rushed to the venue demanding
to know why they were not briefed
ahead of the public announcement.

The government later said sepa-
rate arrangements had been made to
communicate with kin, but relatives
who spoke to AFP said they had not
been contacted.

Elaine Chew, whose husband Tan
Size Hiang was on the missing flight,
said Malaysia’s declaration is a blow
to suffering families.

“I have a six-year-old daughter. I
have told her that her father is miss-
ing. She wants him back for her birth-
day on March 14. How do I explain
this to a six-year-old girl, all of a sud-
den?” she said. — AFP
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Bangladesh
boat sinks

AN overloaded fishing boat carrying
migrants to Malaysia sank in strong
currents off the coast of Bangladesh on
January 29 and 24 passengers are miss-
ing, police said.

Emergency workers rescued 32
Bangladeshis in the Bay of Bengal af-
ter the boat capsized some 2.5 kilome-
tres (1.5 miles) offshore, but others re-
mained unaccounted for, police said.

“Around two dozen people are still
missing. The coast guard and police are
continuing their rescue operation. The
rescued passengers told us that the boat
had up to 60 people aboard,” local po-
lice chief Masud Alam said.

“All the passengers are Bangladeshi
and they were heading to Malaysia by
sea illegally.”

Estimates varied on the total num-
ber of passengers, with private TV sta-
tion Somoy saying 100 had been on
board when it sank near the Bangla-
deshi island of Kutubdia.

The boat hit strong currents shortly
after leaving a coastal town near the
southern port city of Chittagong, Mr
Alam said.

Thousands of poor Bangladeshis
and ethnic Rohingya refugees from My-
anmar try to migrate to Malaysia every
year on a perilous and sometimes fatal
3200-kilometre (2000-mile) journey.

Rights groups say thousands have
perished along the way, while thou-
sands more have fallen into the hands
of people-traffickers. - AFP



Police gunfire
killed Sydney
siege victim

RICOCHETS from police gunfire killed
one of the two hostages who died in a
16-hour siege at a central Sydney cafe
in December, an inquest into the deadly
stand-off heard last week.

Barrister and mother-of-three Kat-
rina Dawson, 38, died along with cafe
manager Tori Johnson, 34, and Iranian-
born gunman Man Haron Monis, 50,
when police stormed the financial dis-
trict cafe in the early hours of December
16.

“Ms Dawson was struck by six frag-
ments of a police bullet or bullets which
ricocheted from hard surfaces into her

Jeremy Gormly
Coroner’s counsel

body,” counsel assisting the coroner’s
inquest, Jeremy Gormly, said.

“I will not detail the damage done to
Ms Dawson other than to say that one
fragment struck a major blood vessel.
She lost consciousness quickly and died
shortly afterwar

Seventeen hostages were holed up in
the Lindt chocolate cafe, with the New
South Wales Coroners’ Court likely to
call on those who survived to give evi-
dence during the inquest, Mr Gormly
said.

“Difficult as it may be for them, it
seems unavoidable that they will be
asked to give evidence.

“They are our eyes and ears and
memory of what happened during
those hours inside the Lindt cafe,” he
said.

The inquest will outline what hap-
pened, hear about the hostages’ expe-
riences, investigate how NSW Police
managed the siege, and delve into the
background and motivations of Monis.

A separate investigation commis-
sioned by the federal and New South
Wales governments is set to submit a
report in the next few days. The inquest
will review the report’s findings.

The stand-off shocked Australians,
with thousands laying bouquets at a
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Photos of Katrina Dawson and Tori Johnson are displayed at a memorial in Sydney, Australia, on December 23. Photo: AFP

large makeshift memorial near the
Lindt chocolate cafe.

Mr Gormly said Mr Johnson was
shot in the back of the head by Monis
with a sawn-off shotgun just moments
after several hostages escaped.

“Johnson was made by Mr Monis
to kneel on the floor of the cafe. After
a short lapse of time, Mr Monis sim-
ply shot him without further notice or
warning in the back of the head,” he
said.

“The end of the barrel was about 75
centimetres [30 inches] from Mr John-
son’s head at the moment of discharge.”

Outside the court, one of the hostag-
es who escaped in the first few hours,
82-year-old John O’Brien, told news.
com.au it was “upsetting” to hear about
Mr Johnson’s final minutes.

Mr Gormly said the killing was wit-
nessed by a police marksman, which led
to the order for police “tactical opera-
tives” to storm the cafe.

Some 22 shots were fired by the of-
ficers after 11 flashbangs were thrown
into the room, while Monis fired two
shots, the hearing was told.

“Bullets and fragments of bullets hit
Mr Monis, who was, it seems, Killed in-
stantly,” Mr Gormly said.

“At least two bullets, police bullets
or bullet fragments, hit Mr Monis in the
head and 11 other bullets, police bullets
or fragments, hit him in the body.”

During the stand-off, Monis fired a
total of five rounds from his shotgun,
which he took into the cafe on Decem-
ber 15 at 8:33am.

None of the rounds struck anyone

apart from Mr Johnson, “although he
appears to have been trying to do so”
Mr Gormly added.

The inquest will look into Monis’s
claims his actions were an attack on
Australia by the Islamic State group
and whether he had any terrorist
associations.

But Mr Gormly noted “at present it
seems he had not established any con-
tact” with the militant organisation.

Questions raised in the siege’s af-
termath about why Monis, who had
a history of extremism and violence,
was free on bail, despite facing serious
charges including abetting the murder
of his ex-wife, will be explored.

“If there were defects in the manage-
ment of the siege, they will be exposed,”
Mr Gormly said. — AFP
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Art deal far from picture-perfect

AFTER years of flying to North
Korea with “bags full of money” and
returning with hundreds of works of
art, investor Frans Broersen believes
he has pre-emptively secured a lucra-
tive slice of a market so specialised it
barely exists.

Some critics describe Mr Broers-
en’s strategy as more akin to carpet-
bagging than collecting, and dispute
the overall quality of the works he
purchased during the course of seven
trips to Pyongyang beginning in 2005.

Mr Broersen says he cajoled and
bribed his way into top artists’ stu-
dios, met with painters’ widows who
brought canvasses to his hotel room,
and doled out hundreds of thousands
of euros in cash.

The result is a collection of
around 2500 pieces of contemporary
North Korean art, including some by
renowned painters like Son U-Yong
and Jung Chang-Mo.

A selection of nearly 150 paint-
ings form an exhibition that opened
in South Korea on January 29 at the
Kintex Centre north of Seoul.

Mr Broersen, by his own admis-
sion, had “never seen a North Korean
art work” before heading to Pyong-
yang, and is quite candid about the
motives for his buying spree.

“We want a return on our invest-
ment,” he said of his foundation, set
up with two fellow Dutch investors.
“We’re not philanthropists.”

Mr Broersen is following a strat-
egy he honed by buying up Russian
art around the time of the 1991 col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, when pric-
es shot up as the new market opened.

“The whole collection is a huge,
long-term investment, speculating
that one day the Koreas will unite,
the market will open and the value
of the works will rise very sharply,”’

Frans Broersen
Art dealer
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South Korean workers carry a North Korean painting before an opening of the

art exhibition in Goyang, north of Seoul, on January 28. Photo: AFP

he said.

“At the moment, there is practi-
cally no market for North Korean
art, because the works are not really
being traded,” he added.

The North’s art scene is tightly
controlled. There is no abstract art,
which is regarded as anti-revolution-
ary by authorities, and artists are
graded by the state, with the high-
est level being “People’s Artists” like
Jung and Song.

For any serious collector, there
are numerous potential pitfalls.

“Provenance is always a big is-
sue,” said Carey Park, an art expert at
South Korea’s National University of
Cultural Heritage.

Star artists often produce mul-
tiple copies of their most popular
works which are also copied by other
artists, so that more people can see
them.

“That’s one of the things that is
so unique about the North Korean
system,” Mr Park said, noting that it

also cranks out a lot of works specifi-
cally tailored for foreign consump-
tion. This makes finding high qual-
ity pieces, with a clear provenance
and with genuine roots in the fabric
of North Korean society, extremely
difficult.

Koen De Cuester, an expert on
North Korean art from Leiden Uni-
versity in the Netherlands, stressed
that a hefty bankroll was no sub-
stitute for expertise and inside
knowledge.

“Just because a painting hails
from North Korea does not make it
representative of North Korean art,”
said Mr De Cuester.

“They produce a lot that caters
explicitly to foreign tastes, or what
they perceive foreign tastes to be,
and the artistic merit of those works
is questionable, no matter how well
executed,” he added.

Mr De Cuester pointed specifi-
cally to one painting in Mr Broersen’s
show depicting a bikini-clad woman

and child paddling in water.

“That is not an art work that
would be shown in North Korea. It
is exclusively painted for the foreign
market,” he said.

In Mr De Cuester’s opinion there
are only two or three top-quality pri-
vate collections of North Korean art.

‘And they have been built from
years or even decades of working on
North Korean art, being exposed to
it, knowing the artists and having fa-
miliarity on the ground,” he said.

Mr Broersen started buying on
just his second trip, when he got
through 300,000 euros (around
US$340,00 as current rates), relying
on his “intuitive” nose for quality.

“I literally arrived there with bags
full of money and spent it in what,
for them, was an incredible way,” he
said, recalling a visit to Son U-Yong’s
studio.

After agreeing the price for a cer-
tain size of painting, Mr Broersen
told them he wanted “this one, that
one, that, that, that ... and so on”.

“I bought up to 25 or 30 paintings.
Their mouths fell open of course. I
spent God knows how much money,”
he said.

One consequence of Mr Broers-
en’s largesse was that the next time
he went, the prices he was quoted
had shot up, sometimes ten-fold.

By his third trip, Mr Broersen said
artists and the relatives of painters
who had recently died started seek-
ing him out in his hotel room with
works for sale.

“There were widows and pension-
ers and young artists. They brought
rolled-up canvasses and we commu-
nicated [prices] with hands and fin-
gers,” he said.

Mr Broersen’s last visit was in
2010.

Despite the perennial tensions
between the two Koreas, Mr Broers-
en’s show is by no means the first of
North Korean art in the South.

At one point such exhibitions
were quite common, although they
dried up after 2010 when contact
was essentially frozen following the
sinking of a South Korean naval
vessel. — AFP

Cambodia
bans virgin
surgery

THE Cambodian government has or-
dered a hospital to stop advertising so-
called virginity restoration procedures,
saying it harms the “morality” of society.

A number of Cambodian clinics qui-
etly offer hymenoplasty - a procedure
commonly sought after in countries
where a woman’s virginity is prized
- but Phnom Penh’s Victoria Interna-
tional Hospital is unusual in publicly
advertising their services.

In aletter dated January 23 and seen
by AFP on January 29, Information
Minister Khieu Kanharith told the hos-
pital to “halt the advertisement offering
virgin surgery”.

“Your hospital has been advertising
services about the technology of virgin
surgery and altering women’s vaginas
on radio, TV, and in newspapers with
excessive commentary which affects
the long-lasting morality and beautiful
traditions of Cambodian society, Mr
Kanharith said.

He added that the adverts also
harmed “the dignity of other patients”
who come to the hospital for unrelated
treatment. He did not directly condemn
the surgical procedutre itself.

In a separate letter, Mr Kanharith
ordered all media outlets in the country
to immediately pull the adverts.

The hospital did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Cambodian women are under in-
tense pressure to retain their virginity
until marriage, as in many societies in
Asia. Some seek procedures to restore
their hymen, despite the fact that the
presence of an intact hymen, which can
easily be broken without engaging in
sexual activity, is not regarded as an ef-
fective way to test virginity.

Opposition lawmaker and former
minister of women’s affairs Mu Sochua
said hymen restoration procedures
should be banned and urged officials
to check whether hospitals had doctors
qualified to carry out such procedures.

“[Such] surgery can seriously harm
reproductive health ... if it is not done
professionally;” she said. - AFP
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Obama pivots to India?
Time to hear a strategy

NO return visit yet to Myanmar, but
a visit to India last week by US Presi-
dent Barack Obama may signify that
South Asia is, like Southeast Asia,
finally getting some well-deserved
US attention as part of the so-called
American rebalance - or what was
once known as the “pivot” - to Asia.
That’s a welcome change as America
and America’s policymakers wake up
to the obvious, namely that there is
more to Asia than China, and that
an Asia strategy is more than a grab
bag of programs seeking to match
China’s efforts.

Yet, in his State of the Union ad-
dress to the American public on Jan-
uary 20, Mr Obama gave short shrift
to Asia, while proclaiming past suc-
cesses and outlining an agenda for
further improving the US economy.
“The shadow of crisis has passed,” he
declared, “and the state of the union
is strong”

Pointedly, the US president chose
not to use his 70-minute annual
address to explain what can be a
critical part of his economic agenda.
That is, increased engagement and
strengthened trade relations with
the entire Asia-Pacific region, includ-
ing nations, such as India, that rare-
ly make the US headlines. Too of-
ten, East Asia alone has seemed the
predominant focus of the US policy
pivot eastward. Perhaps, it is under-
standable that there was no mention
of Myanmar with Mr Obama focus-
ing on his plans to normalise US
relations with Cuba. But there also
was no mention even of his then-
upcoming visit to India. Americans
may well have wondered where
their president had gone so soon af-
ter concluding his State of the Union
address.

Now, fresh from India - the first
time a sitting US president has visit-
ed that nation twice - Mr Obama has
some easy explaining to do when he
lands back in Washington. Indeed,
a real opportunity for expanded
engagement is at hand, as ties im-
prove between the United States, the
world’s oldest democracy, and India,
the world’s largest democracy.

US State Department statistics
about the benefits of US-India trade
provide a rationale and a context for
why Mr Obama was back in Asia,
and in India in particular:

e US-India bilateral trade expanded
from US$19 billion in 2000 to $95

billion in 2013, with US goods ex-
ports to India totalling $35 billion,
supporting an estimated 168,000
U jobs;

e Cumulative Indian investment in
the United States totalled $9 bil-
lion in 2012, supporting 100,000
jobs;

* More than 850,000 Indians vis-
ited the United States in 2013, and
more than 1 million Americans
visited India, the largest group of
international tourists; and

« Approximately 100,000 Indian
students, the second-largest group
of foreign students, studied in
the United States for the 2012-13
academic year, contributing more
than $3 billion to the US economy.

With the International Monetary
Fund expecting India’s economy
to grow by 6.3 percent in 2015 and
by 6.5pc in 2016, outpacing that
of China there is good reason for
the US pivot to head southward, to
India. These figures will grow if re-
forms take hold in India.

But, India should be only one
part of comprehensive US engage-
ment with an Asia-Pacific region that
is wary of China’s growing assertive-
ness, particularly in the South China
Sea. China is already engaged across
the region, economically of course,
but also through development assis-
tance, cultural exchanges, and edu-
cational programs. Myanmar knows
China’s involvement firsthand.

What might an expanded U.S.
pivot to all Asia - a rebalance of the
rebalance if you will - include?

First, the United States must em-
brace a business pivot that goes be-
yond the large China marketplace,
and that looks to opportunities that
exist in South Asia and Southeast
Asia. Already, US investment in
Southeast Asia surpasses that in all
four BRIC nations - Brazil, Russia,
India and China - and can be built
upon. This would entail a concerted
effort to geographically rebalance US
efforts across the region, with a par-
ticular emphasis on strengthening
economic ties with India and Indo-
nesia among others. Longtime allies
with which the United States has de-
fence ties, including Japan, the Phil-
ippines and South Korea, must also
be reassured that the United States
is here to stay.

Second, the Obama administra-
tion and US Congress must work

to advance trade and commercial
efforts that work for all involved. A
bipartisan effort is needed to ensure
adequate resources for a trade policy
and a US Foreign Commercial Ser-
vice that benefits small businesses,
not just big multinationals.

Additionally, Washington must
also set an example for the rest of
the world by ensuring that intellec-
tual property rights are protected,
and that tax policies do not discour-
age business success by its own citi-
zens, particularly American entre-
preneurs, whether working directly
in Asia or exporting product from
America.

Third, US companies must also
do their part by acting responsibly in
every market they operate. This may
well entail going beyond the letter of
the law in such emerging markets in
Southeast and South Asia as Myan-
mar but also Bangladesh, Cambodia
and Sri Lanka, where regulatory de-
ficiencies make it challenging to op-
erate, but where US investment and
good practices can have a significant
impact.

A central benefit of peace and
stability in Asia—a stated goal of
the U.S. rebalance to the region—is
greater commercial opportunities
throughout Asia. Trade and econom-
ic ties can be part of the means to a
strategic solution in the region, and
not just the ends.

State visits to India, State of the
Union addresses and participation
in Asia’s annual array of summits
may provide for beautiful photos,
but what really matters is the hard
work that follows. America certainly
matters to Asia, but building the
support of the American people and
US Congress for strengthened eco-
nomic and trade ties with not just
India but the entire Asia-Pacific re-
gion - Myanmar and the rest of the
soon-to-be ASEAN Economic Com-
munity included - will also require
US leaders who are serious about
also explaining and showing that
Asia matters to America.

Curtis S Chin, a former US ambassador
to the Asian Development Bank, is a
managing director of advisory firm
RiverPeak Group. Jose B Collazo

is a Southeast Asia analyst and an
associate of River Peak Group. Follow
them on Twitter at @ CurtisSChin and @
JoseBCollazo.

THAILAND’S junta chief said last
week he was “upset” by comments
from a senior US diplomat during a
recent visit criticising the military
regime, as Washington’s top envoy in
Bangkok was summoned for a meet-
ing with Thai officials.

On January 26 US Assistant Secre-
tary of State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Daniel Russel urged Thailand’s
generals to implement a “more inclusive
political process” after meeting ousted
former premier Yingluck Shinawatra.

He added that moves against Ms
Yingluck since the military takeover,
which have included a retroactive
impeachment by the country’s rubber-
stamp parliament, and corruption
charges, could be perceived as being
“politically driven”.

But the visit and Mr Russel’s deci-
sion to meet Ms Yingluck have hit a
raw nerve with Thailand’s junta rulers,
who took over in a May coup strongly
condemned by Washington.

“I have instructed the foreign min-
istry to convey the message that we
are upset over the comments and that
they [the US] have not understood
how we work,” junta chief and premier
Prayut Chan-O-Cha told reporters on
January 28, placing his right hand on
his heart as he spoke.

His comments were echoed by
Deputy Foreign Minister Don Pra-
mudwinai who said Mr Russel had
“wounded the hearts of many Thai
people”, adding that he had “invited”
the current head of Washington’s em-
bassy in Bangkok, charges d’affaires

W Patrick Murphy, to talk about the
visit.
The military’s takeover of Thailand,

Junta leader ‘upset’
by US comments

which has been accompanied by mar-
tial law, a ban on political protests and
severe curtailments on free expres-
sion, has strained Washington’s rela-
tionship with its longtime ally.

The US suspended US$4.7 million
in security-related aid to Thailand,
roughly half of its annual assistance to
the kingdom, following the coup.

The previous week Ms Yingluck
was impeached by a junta-stacked
parliament, meaning an automatic
five-year ban from politics, and pros-
ecutors announced corruption charges
that could see her jailed for 10 years.

During a speech at Chulalongkorn
University in Bangkok, Mr Russel, the
most senior US official to visit Thai-
land since the coup, said “the percep-
tion of fairness is important” while
stressing the US was not taking sides
in Thai politics.

“When an elected leader is de-
posed, impeached by the authorities
that implemented the coup, and then
targeted with criminal charges while
basic democratic processes and in-
stitutions are interrupted, the inter-
national community is left with the
impression that these steps could be
politically driven,” he said.

Last week also saw the leader of
the opposition Red Shirt movement
to two years in prison for defaming a
former premier, a move analysts said
was the latest attack against critics of
the military regime.

The court convicted Red Shirts
chair Jatuporn Prompan on two
counts of defamation against former
royalist prime minister Abhisit Vej-
jajiva during speeches he made in Oc-
tober 2009. — AFP
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Educational Testing Service, a not for profit corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of New
York, U.S.A and having its office at Rosedale Road,
Princeton, New Jersey 08541, U.S.A, is the Owner and
Sole Proprietor of the following Trade Mark:

ETS

Reg.No.IV/20630/2014

used in respect of “International Class 9: Audio and
video recordings, pre-recorded computer programs and
computer programs downloadable from a global
computer network, all used for preparing for and
practicing standardized tests of literacy, basic academic
skills, academic achievement and aptitude, language
proficiency and for use in researching graduate school
programs and preparing for graduate school admissions
examinations and educational and professional testing
and assessment of skills, abilities, learning and
achievement; downloadable electronic publications in
the nature of informational booklets, books, pamphlets,
newsletters, brochures and score reports in the field of
test preparation, test information, test scoring for teacher
licensure and teacher certification, education, educational
research and standardized testing; interactive computer
software to assist in curriculum development, curriculum
management and the development of instructional
programs for teachers, schools, school districts and
educational service regions; database management
software for the management of K-12 academic
assessment tools, for test scoring, test score reporting,
and evaluation of instructional programs, all designed
to meet established state educational standards;
interactive multimedia software programs for mobile
platforms for English language learning; downloadable
publications, namely, tests, books, booklets, study
guides, manuals and score reports in the field of
workplace productivity, work skills and occupational
proficiencies; downloadable e-books for use in
preparation for admissions examinations, instructional
assessment and training, professional and educational
assessments, and in research educational programs and
services; downloadable software in the nature of a
mobile application featuring content for testing language
proficiency, for preparing for and practicing tests of
language proficiency and for vocabulary enrichment;
downloadable software in the nature of a mobile
application for use in preparation for educational,
occupational proficiency, workplace productivity and
work skills testing and assessments and in researching
educational programs and services and workforce skills
and careers; downloadable software in the nature of a
mobile application for use in preparation for testing and
assessments related to an individual’s productivity
levels, non-cognitive skills and proficiencies for job
placement, job adaptation and identifying job candidates;
downloadable computer based tests for scoring,
measuring, evaluating and storing information related
to an individual’s productivity levels, non-cognitive
skills and proficiencies for job placement, job adaptation
and identifying job candidates; downloadable computer
software for scoring, measuring, evaluating and storing
information related to workplace productivity, work
skills and occupational proficiency measurements to
assist with workforce placement; downloadable

computer software for use in preparation for workplace
productivity, work skills and occupational proficiency
testing and assessments; computer search engine
software;”, “International Class 16: Paper goods and
printed matter, namely, printed test forms and test
booklets, booklets, books, newsletters, printed
certificates, manuals, guides, pamphlets, posters, rosters,
printed reports, vouchers, summaries and papers
pertaining to test preparation, educational and
professional testing and assessment of skills, abilities,
learning and achievement; printed publications, namely,
books and booklets used for preparing for and practicing
standardized tests of literacy, basic academic skills,
academic achievement, aptitude, language proficiency
and for use in researching graduate school programs and
preparing for graduate school admissions examinations;
printed publications, namely, books, booklets, study
guides, and instructional manuals in the field of test
preparation, test administration and test scoring for a
series of examinations for teacher licensure and teacher
certification; printed tests in the field of teacher licensure
and teacher certification; printed publications, namely,
books, booklets, study guides, manuals and score reports
in the field of productivity, non-cognitive skills and
proficiency assessments; printed tests for measuring and
evaluating an individual’s productivity levels, non-
cognitive skills and proficiencies related to job
placement, job adaptation and identifying job
candidates;”, “International Class 35: Online retail
store services featuring educational materials and
workforce readiness materials; consultation in the field
of professional assessment for purposes of improving
professional competency; business services to determine
employment skills and to evaluate occupational
proficiency, namely, test development, test administration
and test scoring services for examinations that measure
and evaluate an individual’s productivity, non-cognitive
skills, and job adaptation and readiness;”, “International
Class 36: Developing, administering and evaluating
educational scholarship programs;”, “International
Class 41: Creating, administering, scoring and reporting
a paper-based, computer-based and Internet-based
language proficiency test; creating, administering and
scoring tests of academic skills, abilities and learning;
administering educational tests to measure information
and communication technology proficiency; preparing,
administering, scoring and reporting a series of graduate
school admissions examinations; test development, test
administration and test scoring services for a series of
examinations for teacher licensure and teacher
certification; conducting seminars, webinars and
workshops in the field of test preparation, teacher
licensure and teacher certification; consultation in the
fields of educational testing and assessment; providing
information about testing, namely, in the field of
education; organizing forums and conducting training
workshops and seminars on graduate schools and
graduate school admissions examinations; providing
graduate school information by computer for students
and educational institutions; professional development
workshops in the field of language instruction and
learning and language proficiency test preparation;
providing training programs, educational conferences,
workshops, courses, and seminars in the fields of
education reform, curriculum development and
enrichment; educational consulting and training services
in the field of educational practices that assist teachers
and administrators in evaluating collected student
performance data and designing and implementing
standards-based instruction based thereon to improve
academic achievement; educational services, namely,

curriculum and instruction design and implementation
services; analysis and assessment of educational
curriculum; training and consultation services in the field
of elementary, middle and high school education;
assessment and evaluation of student achievement,
proficiency and skill level based on established state
educational standards; development of research-based
diagnostic tools, namely, printed materials, to assist
schools and school districts evaluate their curriculum
and instructional programs to ensure all students meet
established state educational standards; conducting
research and studies with respect to educational testing
and test theory; providing an online database featuring
graduate school information and guidance for students
and educational institutions; providing graduate school
guidance, assessment and placement services; providing
recognition and incentives by the way of awards to
demonstrate excellence in the field of teaching; providing
an interactive website providing educators, parents and
students with information and counseling about
standardized tests and K-12 education; providing
weblinks to informational sites of others regarding
educational issues; publication of booklets, leaflets and
brochures regarding K-12 education and standardized
testing; providing written text editing delivered via the
Internet; providing an online searchable database
featuring educational research and validity studies in the
field of educational achievement, aptitude and
assessment; providing online educational assessments;
providing test registration services;” and “International
Class 42: Providing temporary use of non-downloadable
online software for an Internet-based language
proficiency test; providing temporary use of non-
downloadable online software for providing essay
scoring and writing skills evaluations to students and
teachers via the Internet; providing temporary use of
non-downloadable online software for the administration
of a series of examinations for teacher licensure and
teacher certification; development of research-based
diagnostic tools, namely, computer software, to assist
schools and school districts evaluate their curriculum
and instructional programs to ensure all students meet
established state educational standards; conducting
research and validity studies in the field of educational
achievement, aptitude and assessment; providing
temporary use of non-downloadable online software for
the administration of examinations for scoring,
measuring, evaluating and storing information related
to an individual’s productivity levels, non-cognitive
skills and proficiencies for job placement, job and
identifying job candidates; providing temporary use of
non-downloadable software that identifies job candidates
who are likely to succeed in particular work environments;
providing temporary use of non-downloadable
technology for the administration of a series of
examinations for workplace productivity, work skills
and occupational proficiencies and workplace adaptation;
providing a website featuring a search engine for
measuring, scoring and reporting on workplace
productivity, work skills and occupational proficiencies
and workplace adaptation.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trade Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate

LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)

For Educational Testing Service

#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. February 2, 2015
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HANOI

Cat conundrum for custom officials

THOUSANDS of live cats destined
“for consumption” have been seized
in Hanoi after being smuggled
from China, police said on January
29, but their fate still hangs in the
balance.

Cat meat, known locally as little
tiger, is a popular delicacy in Viet-
nam, and although officially banned
is widely available in specialist
restaurants.

The truck containing “three
tons” of live cats was discovered in
the Vietnamese capital on January
27, an officer from Dong Da district
police station told AFP, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The truck driver told police he
had purchased the cats in northeast-
ern Quang Ninh province, which

Cats poke their paws out of cages in a seized truck in Hanoi on January 27. Photo: AFP

borders China, and that they had all
been sourced from the neighbour-
ing country.

He told police the cats were des-
tined “for consumption” in Hanoi,
without specifying whether they
would be sold to restaurants.

The officer said that according
to Vietnamese laws on smuggled
goods, all the cats would have to be
destroyed.

“But we have not made up our
mind what to do with them” because
of the large volume of animals, the
policeman said.

Photos on local media websites
showed the smuggled cats crammed
into dozens of bamboo crates
stacked on top of one another.

Vietnam has long banned the

consumption of cat meat in an ef-
fort to encourage their ownership
and keep the country’s rat popula-
tion under control.

But there are still dozens of res-
taurants serving cat in Hanoi and
it is rare to see felines roaming
the streets. Most pet-owners keep
them indoors or tied up in fear of
thieves.

Such is the demand from restau-
rants that cats are sometimes smug-
gled across the border from China,
Thailand and Laos.

Cat meat is not widely eaten in
China but can be found at some res-
taurants, particularly in the south,
where it is sometimes considered a
speciality.

— AFP
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rhe art of
conjuring Is
more than
just tritks and ,
‘abracadabra’..
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O you believe in magic? Conjurer Ko Khaing Myat, who once made his
safe but mundane job with an NGO vanish in a metaphorical puff of
smoke in order to follow his dream, still hopes to perform the ultimate
trick: winning over a sceptical public.

Now aged 40, it has taken him much of his life to get even his
parents to believe in his grand illusion. They shared the older generation’s
common prejudice about tricksters, card-sharps and prestidigitators whose
quick hands deceive the unwary eye.

“When I was young, they told me magicians are swindlers who live by
cheating people. And their life is tough,” he said.

Ko Khaing Myat’s home in Kyeemyindaing township, Yangon,
which he shares with his wife and their 7-year-old son, as well as his
parents, is also where he stores the artefacts of his arcane trade in
tottering piles of coloured boxes. Upon entering, a visitor is struck
by the scent of his menagerie of bird and animal familiars - the
pigeons, parrots, falcons, snakes, hamsters, dogs (which can play
with fire) and rabbits whose cages fill the house.

The life of a traditional magician in the middle of the last century
was a difficult one. At home only in the rainy season, the family spent
the rest of the year on the road travelling from one pagoda festival to
the next, along with the vendors of local or exotic snacks and itinerant
entertainers - nomadic carnival folk who trudged or trundled from village
to dusty village, trekking across the paddy fields to the next golden spire to
peddle their wares and amuse the faithful.

It was as a teenager that Ko Khaing
Myat first embarked on learning the
art of conjuring, gathering magical
tools and materials by day or by
the dark of the moon, acquiring
magical treatises, watching
foreign movies on the dark arts
and secretly performing - with
or without smoke - in front
of the bathroom mirror. When
the travelling circus came to town, he
could not resist the force that directed his feet to
the conjuring sideshows, and he strove to infiltrate their
mysterious world.

His parents, however, urged him to go to college in search of a more
prestigious profession. After graduating with a degree in zoology, he supported his
family by working for an NGO. But his secret desire to enchant and deceive stayed
with him.

“I can’t forget the day I first made magic before my colleagues. I can’t sing or
dance but when I entertained them with my tricks I was proud of myself for the
first time in my life,” he said.

The dawn of this magical career was World Red Cross Day, 2005, held at
Yangon’s University of Nursing, attended by then-Prime Minister U Khin Nyunt.

That same year, Ko Khaing Myat had chance to appear on television. His
performances were shown on MRTV, MRTV-4 and 5 Network while, at weekends,
he entertained visitors to the National Zoological Gardens.

Five years on, in 2010, he quit his NGO job to embrace all things magical on a
full-time basis. Last year, he signed a contract with Champs Kid Tonic Company
and organised events and celebrations for local businesses. His parents no longer
looked unfavourably on his work and even told their friends about their son,
“Magic Ko Khaing”

Peering into his crystal screen, he scoured international magical websites for
new illusions, developing a particular interest in fire. He learned at the feet of Sak

“I don’t care what people think of magicians. Your great magician is a genius,’
said Ko Khaing Myat. “The true master of magic must be sharp of wit and hungry
to know more. Most important is perseverance. We don’t give up easily.”

Practitioners of the art also need to be skilled carpenters, joiners, welders and
mechanics, and to have mastered origami. They become steeped in the physical

Kaw Ma, Myanmar’s greatest magician and the author of arcane works on illusion.

Photo: Yu Yu

and magical properties of different kinds of wood and metal as they engineer their
artefacts for stage purposes. You cannot buy sorcery supplies at the hardware store.

“Aptitude in the use of all these technical skills is essential. And then, there’s the
staging technique,” he said. It isn’t just misdirection and patter. A master magician
must be a commanding presence, capable of directing the attention of the audience
to where he wants it to go, and diverting and distracting their eyes from things
that should remain hidden, right there in the limelight. Such artistry is the result of
years of study and practice, and cannot be had just by waving a wand.

Experience has taught Ko Khaing Myat that there are three orders of magician
in Myanmar. Some are professionals who perform on the formal stage amid
coloured lights in front of prosperous audiences of businesspeople. Then there
are the journeymen itinerants playing at zat pwal, charging the locals a K1500
entrance fee. Inhabiting the lowest circle are the light-fingered amateurs, conjurers
or compilers of tricks for everyday magic books. Some even sell snacks.

All tend to be solitary, retiring to their homes to work on their illusions alone,

wary of sharing their art with others.
But the wind of change has begun to lift the dark cloak, and Ko Khaing
Myat thinks attitudes may be changing. He has recently found that
many young magic lovers meet to share their passion for conjuring,
even making videos to share their secrets and their tricks through
social media.

“It amazed me to find this. I was delighted, because it means
the number of magicians will grow;” he said, adding that he now
teaches a magic class for aspiring conjurers.

Zin Ko, a 16-year-old student and enthusiastic sorcerer’s
apprentice from South Dagon, said, “Too many magicians are still

using old materials and old tricks that they’ve shown more than a
hundred times. That doesn’t interest us. We're looking for something
new. The old ways have to change.”

In a society that has seen the number of young singers, models,
footballers, designers, hairdressers, actors and directors multiply, the
number of popular magicians and illusionists is sadly unchanged.

Young audiences want movies, sport and fashion, rock
and hip-hop. They won't spend K3000, let along K10,000,
to see magic tricks.

“We have to prove to them that

magic is precious, and worth the

price of admission. We have to
try harder to cast our spell on
the audience,” says Magic Ko
Khaing.

One perhaps prosaic way
of doing so is by creating a
professional association, along the
lines of the Myanmar Motion Picture

“The true master of magic must be
sharp of wit and hungry to know more.
Most important is perseverance. \We
don’t give up easily.”

Organisation and the Myanmar Music Association that superintend their
respective industries. In the absence of a Wizards’ Union, magicians face ignorance
and lack of interest.

By official decree, magicians and circus artists must join the Myanmar
Theatrical Association and hold an MTA card, and discuss their shows with the
association.

“If we united to found a Myanmar Circus and Magic Association, we could
arrange some incredible shows and exchange tricks with each other. It could
breath life into the industry;” he said. “But for now, we all work separately.”

In the mind of Magic Ko Khaing there is a splendid vision of coloured lights
and swirling mystery. On a high stage before thousands of eyes, the silver-tongued
conjurer produces startling effects through his command of intricate concealed
machines and the most cunning sleight of hand. A Myanmar version of the great
illusionist David Copperfield, he is surrounded by bewitching young women in
sequins and spangles, and with an “abracadabra” he can conjure $100 dollar bills
out of the audience’s pockets in exchange for a ticket. As if by magic.
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Saving the
City'S strays

ZON PANN PWINT
zonpann08@gmail.com

F the city’s stray dogs could speak,
they would have a sorry tale to
tell: canine companions Killed by
unscrupulous car drivers, puppies
left to drown in sewers, sick and
injured dogs lying lifeless and uncared
for on the streets of Yangon.

Most simply ignore them, stepping
over them in the street and taking no
notice of their cries for help. But animal
rescue charity Shwe Yaung Hnalone
Thar seeks to save the lives of these
four-legged friends. Animal lover Ma
Hnin Si - along with veterinarian Dr
Aung Thit Oo and three of their friends
- established the charity in July after
finding a sick dog in the street suffering

£y
\

Ma Hnin Si (right), founder of animal rescue charity Shwe Yaung Hnalone Thar,
checks the health of a stray dog.

from a skin disease.

“My friend and I found him lying
on the street in North Okkalapa. His
whole body was covered with puss-
filled wounds. We brought him to the
veterinary clinic,” said Ma Hnin Si.

The vet, Dr Aung Thit Oo, treated
the dog for free.

“We used to talk about the problem
of stray dogs when we were in the
clinic, and Dr Aung Thi Oo shared
our sympathy for them. After the dog
recovered we decided to start a charity
that cures sick and injured stray dogs,’
Ma Hnin Si said.

Dr Aung Thit Oo works at his clinic
in North Okkalapa until noon every
day, before heading out to look for
stray dogs with Ma Hnin Si and their
group on the streets of Yangon. The
most common problems they treat
include tumours, skin diseases, venereal
disease, paralysis and hernias. They
provide medication and vaccinations
for dogs suffering from diseases,
including chemotherapy to those with
cancer. If a dog is seriously injured and
requires an operation, they take it to
the clinic.

Ma Hnin Si posts the group’s
activities on Facebook in the hope of
attracting donors. Instead of donations,
she gets over 20 calls a day from
Yangon residents concerned about
sick dogs. Half of the calls the charity

Dr Aung Thit Oo prepares to vaccine a stray dog. Photos: Aung Htay Hlaing

receives concern dogs that have been
injured by cars.

“Some drivers think it doesn’t
matter if they kill a dog. Some even
intentionally hit the dogs with their
cars. More often than not, the animals
sustain leg and head injuries,” Dr Aung
Thit Oo said.

The group takes X-rays of dogs that
get hit by cars and perform surgery
if they have broken bones. If the
dog requires intensive care after an
operation, Ma Hnin Si cares for it at her
home.

“If a dog is able to survive on the
street, we free it. But most handicapped
dogs can’t survive, so we look for people
to adopt them,” Dr Aung Thit Oo said.

It’s not easy finding people to adopt
stray dogs. But there are some who are
willing to give them a home.

“There is a rich man who shelters
stray dogs that have been injured in
accidents. I take them to him,” said
Ma Hnin Si. “Dogs that have been in
accidents don’t usually live for long,
so he usually has space to house more
dogs,” she added.

Cars aren’t the only threat facing the
city’s strays. Dr Aung Thit Oo also treats
dogs that have been injured as a result
of deliberate cruelty.

“There are people who love
stray dogs but there are also people
who throw stones at sleeping dogs

intentionally;” he said.

“We found a dog whose head was
broken because a resident hit him, and
a dog that was stabbed with a knife,”
Ma Hnin Si said.

In order to reduce the growing
population of stray dogs and to prevent
the spread of rabies, YCDC carries out
a monthly cull of stray dogs. According
to the committee’s Veterinary and
Slaughterhouses Department, around
1052 dogs have been killed by poison or
castrated this month alone.

“If the department receives
complaints from residents about dogs
causing danger to passers-by on their
street, the department clears them.
Some residents want us to poison
them,” a spokesperson from the
department said.

But Dr Aung Thit Oo disagrees that
this is the best way to deal with the
problem. “Culling stray dogs is not the
solution. A better solution is to castrate
them to stop them reproducing,” he
said.

Dr Aung Thit Oo hopes that by
continuing to save the lives of Yangon’s
sick and injured dogs, the group will
change people’s attitudes about stray
animals.

“I hope that our activities will create
sympathy for stray dogs and encourage
drivers not to put their lives in danger;”
he said.

ltalian filmmakers document nat spirit tradition

STUART ALAN BECKER
stuart.becker@gmail.com

IN the small village of Kyaukmyaung,
near Shwebo, Sagaing Region,

back in 2010, Italian documentary
filmmaker Valeria Testagrossa

first learned of the importance of
nat spirits. She knew she had to
return with a film crew and make a
documentary about the subject.

Last week, she and fellow
director Nicola Grignani spoke to
The Myanmar Times about their
experiences during more than a
month of shooting in Kyaukmyaung
with their colleague Andrea
Zambelli.

‘What impressed her most was
villagers’ sense of connection with
the spirit world around them.

“Things like this don’t exist in
Italy,” said Testagrossa, 28. “And with
my anthropology background, I was
fascinated. Nats have symbolic ritual
importance for the community. In
Italy, this kind of thing has been
totally lost and that makes people
individualistic because there is
nothing more to unite them.”

According to Myanmar Buddhist
belief, nats are the spirits of people
whose lives were interrupted, usually
by a violent death.

“It seems Buddhism and animism
can go together without any
problems. In Italy, if you are Catholic
you can’t believe in witches. The
synchronism between Buddhism
and ancient culture makes Myanmar
really special,” she said.

“When people ask the nats to
help them, they are actually sharing
with other people and asking for
advice. This is something we have
lost in our culture. The community
gathers and creates a space in which
something can happen because the
symbolic meaning becomes real. And
it works.”

Despite being fully immersed
in the modern world - with a
motorcycle and a mobile phone - the
village shaman still has the power to
communicate with the spirit world.
“It is really interesting how the nats
communicate with the shaman
and take possession of his body;”
Testagrossa said.

She found nat traditions to be
a powerful force in village life.
“People have the chance to help
each other and to know each other,”
she said. “We in the West live in
individualistic societies where people
don’t know their own neighbours
and are just fighting for more and
more things.

“In the past human beings were
really more like animals, with big
families living together with no
privacy. It’s very important to have
a means of helping each other. The
nat rituals are part of this way of
living in Kyaukmyaung and they are
indispensible for the maintenance of
the community,” she said.

After several weeks of filming in
the village, she said she didn’t feel
like a foreigner at all.

“The villagers always protected
me and welcomed me and I love

these people. I never had to worry
about anything when I was there.
And there was good food, rice and
curries.”

All three filmmakers are from
towns near Milan - Bergamo and
Pavia. Their previous documentaries
include The Art of Displacement
(2013) about urban exercise art
form parkour, a holistic training
movement that consists of running,
climbing, swinging and jumping,
originally developed in France. Shot
in her hometown of Bergamo, the
film shows an encounter between
ITtalian and Palestinian practitioners.

Another of their films, Strip Life,
was filmed on location in the Gaza
Strip in January 2013.

The crew spent about 45 days
working with Palestinian filmmakers.
“The tragic events in Gaza are well
known, so our aim was to tell another
Gaza story,” said Testagrossa. “We
show the everyday, normal Gaza life in
a place where nothing is normal.”

Completed in November, 2013, the
prizewinning film was shown at 60
festivals.

The group’s documentary-style
films are somewhat unusual in
that there is almost no dialogue
- just images and natural sounds,
sometimes with a little background
music.

The low-budget film won so
many accolades that it was shown
in cinemas in Italy - a notable
achievement as most cinemas don’t
usually feature documentary films.

Valeria, whose parents are both

Italian filmmaker Valeria Testagrossa poses for a photo at The Myanmar Times

Mandalay Bureau on January 22. Photo: Stuart Alan Becker

teachers, said, “I always had the urge
to tell stories. Philosophy, poetry,
images, narration -everything that I
love goes into that language of video.”
If a film is successful, they get a
contract with a cinema which owns

and distributes the film and sells it to
television, cinemas or home videos.
But mostly she is forced to do
commercial filming to make a living.
She and her crew flew last week to
Honduras to shoot a reality show.
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4" Floor;, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

FEBRUARY 2 - 8' 2015 Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste(dgmail.com
AQUARIUS | Jan 20 - Feb 18 GEMINI | May 21 - June 20 LIBRA | Sept 23 - Oct 22
Prioritise your time carefully this week to ensure you Don't take negative words or actions personally. Part of You are soon to experience some intense ups and downs.
devote enough time to the things that matter. A being a spiritual being is dealing with the human Try to maintain emotional stability and remember that
judicious combination of hard work, clear thinking, experience with courage and enthusiasm. If you've been “ “ flexibility can save your sanity when nothing feels
humour and self-confidence will be the key to getting feeling held back from where you want to go lately, you can predictable. Take steps to boost your self-esteem, as
things done. Challenging your beliefs about yourself find the culprit in the mirror. You have commitments that feeling good about yourself will help you to focus better on
and recognising areas for self-improvement will are non-negotiable, but ultimately you're the only one who is keeping you  others. Take the initiative in dealing with a project later in the week.
result in a positive change. from doing what you'd like to.
PISCES | Feb 19 - March 20 CANCER [ June 21 - July 22 SCORPIO | Oct 23 - Nov 21
You resolved to study this year, and now is the time to do Others may find your habitual skepticism or blind optimism Be gentle with yourself. You know that no one is perfect, so
f something about it. Yesterday’s training is not sufficient to frustrating this week. Remember to look at both sides of a why are you holding yourself to such an impossibly high
meet tomorrow’s challenges. A recent problem may have situation, especially when an opportunity comes your way standard? Take some time for self-reflection this week to
been buried for now, but remember that a quiet river does around the 6. Remain calm, unflappable and professional discover what is important to you in your spiritual journey.
not mean the crocodiles have left. Resolving the issue will and you will impress someone important. Express your But don't spend your time wishing you had more, as this
lead to greater peace-of-mind in the long term. emotions within reason. may lead you to lose what you already have.
ARIES | Mar 21 - Apr 19 LEO | July 23 - Aug 22 SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 - Dec 21
A lot is changing at the moment which may be the cause of This week, concentrate your attention on people and . All positives have a corresponding negative, so you need to
some anxiety. Approach each new challenge as it comes - activities and maximise your social interactions. Do more: - accept the fact that every silver lining has a cloud. Be
and know that, in the long term, change will build resilience more studying, more writing, more talking, more exercise. adaptable in social relationships, and take the time to help
el and open doors. Persistence and a clear mind will be the Balance is still important, but don’t limit yourself. And WP omeone who needs it this week. Your effort will be
key to success toward the end of the week. Don’t be afraid explore possibilities outside of your own culture and rewarded in the long run. Focus on the bright side and keep
to show your emotions to someone close to you. comfort zone. a positive perspective.
TAURUS | Apr 20 - May 20 VIRGO | Aug 23 - Sept 22 CAPRICORN | Dec 22 - Jan 19

faced with a difficult challenge it is usually not very wise to develop your self-control, but at the same time live life with for other things. Limit the time you spend sending emails
stick your head in the sand. However, this week it would do a sense of freedom. Good things are about to happen which and pay special attention to starting the conversations you
you little harm to pretend that the problem doesn’t exist. will open up a world of new opportunities. Approach them need to start. But watch out for clues that someone might
Find solace in your own interests and self-confidence. with enthusiasm. not be telling the whole story.

Q@@ This week, focus on developing your intellectual life. Read, Accept the challenge that comes your way at the beginning You are surrounded by communication this week. Focus on
i. ,i listen and approach information with a critical mind. When i of the week and focus your energy on overcoming it. Try to f}*x\ improving the quality of your communication to save time
d/ ]
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Got an event?
List it in What's On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

Jan 31-Feb 2 “Art+Plug” Featuring works
by Han Sann, Myint Soe Oo, Myint Thura,
Thoe Htein and Wunna Aung. Entrance
K500. Gallery 65, 65 Yawmingyi Street
9am-6pm

Until Feb 21 “Muted Consciousness” An
exhibition of black and white photographs,
paintings and documents from the 1950s.
TS1 Gallery, between Lanthit Jetty and
Kaing Dan, Transit Shed 1, Oo-Pa-Sa Street
10am-6pm

Until Mar 31 " Global City: Yangon's

Past, Present and Future” Exhibition of
photographs capturing Yangon's past,
present and future. Yangon Heritage Trust,
15t floor, 22 Pansodan Street (lower block)
9am-5pm daily.

Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top Royal,
Shae Shaung (1, 2) and Nay Pyi Taw
cinemas are 10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm,
6:30pm and 9:30pm.

Start times at Junction Square and Juntion
Maw Tin are 9:30am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm
and 6:30pm daily and 9:30am, 12:30pm,

Saturday.

3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm on Friday and

Start times at Mingalar San Pya are
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and
9:30pm.

Nay PyiTaw Cinema, near Sule
Pagoda

Seventh Son. Directed by Sergei
Bodrov. Fantasy film.

As Above So Below. Directed by
John Erick Dowdle. American horror
film.

| Fine Thank You Love You. Directed by
Mez Tharatorn. Thai comedy drama.
Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center
2, Myaynigone

| Fine Thank You Love You.

Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda
Road, Kyauktada

Taken 3. Directed by Olivier Megaton.
Action thriller.

Night at the Museum: Secret of

the Tomb. Directed by Shawn Levy.
Adventure-filled family film.

Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
Kantemir. Directed by Ben Samuel.
Mystery thriller.

Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw

Spirit of Evil. Directed by Oleg
Stepchenko. Dark fantasy film.
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone
Gyi Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
| Fine Thank You Love You.

Feb 2 Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya
Road, Bahan 9:30-11:30pm

Feb 5 Folk on Fire with N'R band. Mojo
Bar, 135 Inya Road, Bahan 9:30pm

Feb 3 Gallery conversation and drinks.
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street,
Kyaukada, 7pm- late

Feb 7 Burmese Language Club. Pansodan
Scene, 144 Pansodan Sreet, 2" floor,
Kyauktada 4pm

Feb 6-8 Myanmar International Fashion
Week. Popular local and international
designers will showcase their designs. Free
entry. Dagon City 1, U Htaung Bo Circle (near
Zoological Garden Road), Dagon 6-9pm
Until Feb 27 Funky Disco Night at Club
Rizzoli.Dance the night away with Latin
expert dancer Gisbrt. Music by DJ Bay Tar.
Free entry. Club Rizzoli, Chatrium Hotel, 42
Natmauk Road, Tarmwe 7pm

Until Feb 28 Myanmar cultural show.

An enchanting evening of Myanmar
performing arts, taking you on a journey
into the very heart of Myanmar history and
culture. Sein Lann So Pyay Garden, Inya
Road, Kamaryut 7-9pm. Tickets US$13-19

PARK CITY

Makers of Scientology
film fire back at critics

MICHAEL THURSTON

HE team behind a new
Scientology documentary
making a splash at the
Sundance film festival hit
back on January 27 after
leaders of the controversial group
slammed the movie as one-sided.

The firestorm erupted after the
world premiere in Park City of Going
Clear: Scientology and the Prison of
Belief, directed by Oscar-winner Alex
Gibney.

Based on a book by Pulitzer prize-
winning writer Lawrence Wright, the
movie makes allegations about the
Church of Scientology and blames
high-profile members Tom Cruise
and John Travolta for not exposing
alleged abuses.

“We hold people like Tom Cruise
and John Travolta and others
responsible for not demanding
change inside that church,” Wright
said.

The premiere screening in the
Utah mountain resort was held amid
tight security and speculation about
possible protests, although in the
end nothing materialised.

In a statement issued on January
26, the church took direct aim at the
filmmakers and US network HBO,
which is set to air the film.

“The accusations made in the
film are entirely false and alleged
without ever asking the church,” it
said, noting that it had taken out a
full-page ad in the New York Times
last month to denounce the movie.

“Despite repeated requests over
three months, Mr Gibney and HBO
refused to provide the Church with
any of the allegations in the film so it
could respond,” added the statement.

It called Gibney’s sources “the
usual collection of obsessive,
disgruntled former church members
kicked out as long as 30 years
ago for malfeasance, who have a

Pedestrians walk past the Church of Scientology on Sunset Boulevard in
Hollywood, California on July 9, 2012. The church lashed out at a film about
the controversial group at the Sundance Film Festival on January 26.
Photo: AFP/ Frederic Brown

documented history of making up
lies about the church for money”.

Gibney rebuffed the suggestion
that he had not reached out to the
church for comment to be included
in the film.

“We reached out for interviews
with the people that were relevant
to our story. Scientology wanted
to send us a delegation of 25
unidentified individuals, presumably
to smear the people in our film,” he
said. “I wasn’t interested in that.”

Last week’s screening of Going
Clear was packed, leaving many
festival-goers literally out in the
cold.

The film includes interviews with
former church members, and raises
questions about the treatment of
members and the organisation’s non-
profit, tax-exempt status.

Tt also recounts Cruise’s marriage
to fellow A-lister Nicole Kidman in
detail.

A former top church official
claims in the film that Cruise

distanced himself from Scientology
while married to Kidman, and
alleges the church ordered him to
“facilitate the breakup” of the couple.

Journalist Tony Ortega, an
acknowledged expert on Scientology,
said the church was making a
mistake by trying to smear the
filmmakers.

“We have to think that’s going
to backfire in Hollywood, where
these are respected figures, and
there is going to be some serious
discussion about this movie among
the people of film-land,” he said in
a blog post.

“Just keep smearing people,
Scientology. At some point, Tom
Cruise and John Travolta are going
to have to answer for that, along
with all the rest.”

Gibney won an Academy Award
in 2008 for best documentary
feature for his film Taxi To the Dark
Side. He was also nominated in 2006
for Enron: the Smartest Guys in the
Room. - AFP
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Colombia’s Paulina Vega wins Miss
Universe title

Colombia’s Paulina Vega was crowned

Miss Universe on January 25, beating out
contenders from the United States, Ukraine,
Jamaica and the Netherlands at the world’s
top beauty pageant in Florida, which was
watched by around 600 million worldwide.
The 22-year-old model and business
student triumphed over 87 other women
from around the world, and is only the
second beauty queen from Colombia to take
home the prize.

Vega, wearing a long silver sequined
gown, was beaming and tearful as she
accepted her sash and crown from reigning
Miss Universe, Venezuelan Gabriela Isler.

She edged out first runner-up, Nia
Sanchez from the United States, hugging
her as the win was announced.

“We are proud. This is a triumph, not
only personal, but for all those 47 million
Colombians who were dreaming with me
and were part of this whole process,” she
said after the win.

Miss Colombia Paulina Vega is
crowned Miss Universe 2014
during the 63 Annual Miss
Universe Pageant in Florida on
January 25. Photo: AFP/Timothy
Clary

LOS ANGELES

Benedict Cumberbatch sorry for
‘coloured’ remark

Oscar-nominated actor Benedict
Cumberbatch apologised on January 27 and
said he was “devastated” after he referred
to black colleagues as “coloured” in a US
television interview.

The Briton, recently nominated for an
Oscar for his role in The Imitation Game, said
that he “sincerely” apologised.

“I'm devastated to have caused offense by
using this outmoded terminology,” he said in
a statement.

Cumberbatch, who shot to prominence for
his role in the British TV series Sherlock, said
that using the sensitive term while talking
about racial inequality made the blunder even
more “shaming”.

“I make no excuse for my being an idiot
and know the damage is done,” he added.

“I can only hope this incident will highlight
the need for correct usage of terminology that is accurate and inoffensive.”

Cumberbatch was speaking about a lack of racial diversity in British
culture compared to the US on the PBS network when he used the word.

“As far as coloured actors go, it gets really difficult in the UK and | think
a lot of my friends have had more opportunities here than in the UK, and
that's something that needs to change,” he said.

The controversy comes weeks before the Oscars, where Cumberbatch is
nominated for best lead actor.

Benedict Cumberbatch
arrives at the Weinstein
Company & Netflix 2015
Golden Globes After
Party in Beverly Hills on
January 11. Photo: AFP/
Valerie Macon

TAIPEI

Taipei mayor apologises to

British minister over watch

gaffe

The mayor of Taipei apologised

to a visiting British minister on

January 27 for joking he would send

a watch she gave him for scrap

- compounding embarrassment

after she broke a cultural taboo by

presenting him with the timepiece.
The double diplomatic gaffe

came when Ko Wen-je, the newly

elected mayor of Taiwan'’s capital,

was given the watch on January

26 by British transport minister

Baroness Susan Kramer.

She was apparently unaware
that giving clocks or watches
as presents is seen as bad luck
in Taiwan, due to the similar
pronunciation of “giving a clock”
and “attending an old person’s
funeral”.

Ko - who has a reputation for
off-the-cuff remarks - responded
by telling a reporter he would “sell
it to a scrap metal dealer for some
money, because it would be useless
to me”, sparking an avalanche of
criticism.

“I would like to apologise to Mrs
Kramer for what | said, which was
inappropriate from the diplomatic
protocol and etiquette perspective,”
Ko said at a press conference.

He added that he needed to
“take a lesson” in diplomacy,
although could not suppress a
smile.

But Kramer said she was “not
offended” by what she described as
Ko's “humour”. - AFP

US singer Nicole Scherzinger
arrives for the European
premiere of the film Selmain
London on January 27.

Photo: AFP/Jack Taylor

Singer Katy Perry speaks during
the Pepsi Super Bowl XLIV Halftime
Show Press Conference at the
Phoenix Convention Center on
January 29. Photo: AFP/Mike Lawrie
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Motion Picture Organization chair
re-elected amid waning interest

CHIT SU
suwai.chit@gmail.com

AS interest in the management of
Myanmar’s film industry appears to
be flagging, a reluctant Lu Min was
last week re-elected as chair of the
industry’s professional body, despite
his earlier promise to step down.
The number of both voters and
candidates in the Myanmar Motion
Picture Organization (MMPO) also
fell dramatically. Observers say most
of the 20 “new” executive board
members announced on January
29 are essentially recycled former
members. To win a place on the
board, a candidate must be one of
the two highest vote-scorers in each
of the organisation’s 10 professional
subgroups.

“Anyone who doesn’t like the way
the chair runs the organisation can

stand in the election. But nobody
wants to. So Lu Min got re-elected,”
said the patron of the MMPO, U
Soe Moe. The chair is elected by the
executive board.

According to the MMPO
commission, only 600 people voted
in the January 22-24 poll, down from
1900 at the last election in 2012. In
the video subgroup, only eight out of
60 eligible voters cast a ballot.

In 2012, Sin Wine was elected
chair, and Lu Min, an actor, was
elected as secretary. When Sin
Wine stepped down in mid-term for
health reasons, Lu Min took over.
“I thought hard about standing for
re-election. I had announced that
I wouldn’t, and I've been criticised
for backtracking. But I decided the
organisation still needed me. I'm
not doing this for my own sake,”
said Lu Min.
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One of the stand-out themes at this year’s Paris fashion week was flower power. Flowers popped up
in many shows (literally in the case of Chanel, where mechanical blooms opened in the middle of the
circular catwalk) and on many garments there were floral prints and abstracts. And then there was Naomi
Campbell, dressed up as a bouquet herself at the end of a wedding-styled parade. Photos: AFP
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Tel: 092535 00002 / 092535 00003. Email: myanmar@bawarchiindian.com

%4 Yangoon

## Chidlom » Sathorn » Sukhumvit Soi 11+ Sukhumvit Soi 4

= GUrgaon = Bhubaneswar « Chandigarh
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HIS week I'm sharing
with you one of my
quick-fix weekday
dinners. I always keep
some meat in the freezer
in case I have a surprise guest or
I don’t have time to go shopping
during a busy working week, and
this dish is perfect for whipping
up in a hurry. Prepared in under 15
minutes, this recipe is perfect for
either a weekday dinner or hassle-
free dinner party.

Pork and apple is a classic
combination as the sweetness of
the apple complements the meat

Restaurant Review

DOWNTOWN Yangon has

no shortage of Indian food
options, but it’s safe to say that
newly opened India Kitchen on
Mahabandula Street easily ranks
among the best.

Located directly across from
the old Secretariat building, the
eatery specialises in North Indian
cuisine. Vegetarian dishes are the
specialty, but the menu still boasts
an ample selection of meat dishes
for the discerning omnivore.

The dining area is fairly basic:
six booths and four tables in a
single room. It’s not the most
charming locale, but nor is it
sterile enough to detract from the
food, which is all-round superb.

The palak paneer (K4000)
deserves special kudos for its
expertly blended real spinach
taste in a delicious, creamy,
buttery sauce. Also excellent was
the mushroom masala (K4000),
which was powerfully sweet and
spicy with impressively large
mushrooms.

While rice is perfectly fine, for
the best accompaniment your meal
you really need to try the chef’s
fresh naan bread. I preferred
the plain, but those looking for
a decadent lunch should go for
buttered.

Despite being slightly more
expensive than other restaurants
in the area, you can get a curry,
rice, roti or naan and a soft drink
for less than K6000. The portions
are large (my guest took half of
her curry home) and, overall,
excellent value.

perfectly. Pork chops are one of the
easiest meats to cook: my tip is to
buy boneless, trimmed pork chops
(available at Pro Mart and Capital
hyper market) which will save time
trimming the fat off the pork.

PAN-FRIED PORK AND APPLE IN
SHERRY
6 servings

« 450-500g pork chops (6 pieces)
« 5 tablespoons sherry

« 6 Granny Smith apples

1 small fennel bulb

 20g butter

« Salt and freshly ground black
pepper

Put the pork into a glass bowl and
pour over 4 tablespoons of sherry,
leaving a tablespoon aside for later.
Leave the meat to marinate for 30
minutes.

Slice the fennel bulb thinly. Peel
and core the apples and cut into
wedges (6 per apple).

Add half of the butter to a non-
stick frying pan and melt over a
medium heat. When the butter has
melted, add the pork to the pan with
the apples and sliced fennel bulb (if

Photo: Phyo

you are cooking for 6 you will need
to fry the ingredients in batches).

Brown the pork for 3 minutes
each side together with the apples
and fennel. Next, add the leftover
sherry to the pan and fry the
ingredients for a further 15 minutes.

Place one piece of pork with 4-5
apple wedges on a plate. Drizzle
over a few teaspoons of the balsamic
vinaigrette. For this dish, I used the
balsamic vinegar recipe shown above
but I replaced the garlic with %
teaspoon ground nutmeg.

Garnish with a handful of salad
leaves.

food .

TRADITIONAL BALSAMIC
VINAIGRETTE DRESSING

« 1 part balsamic vinegar

« 2 parts extra virgin olive oil
e 2 small garlic cloves

« 1 pinch sugar

2 pinches salt

Put all of the ingredients into a
jar. Screw on the lid tightly and
shake well.

PHYO ARBIDANS
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

Photos: Charlotte Rose

The beverage selection is
limited to soft drinks and a small
selection of coffees and teas. The
traditional coffee is recommended
as the perfect way to top off your
meal.

In typical Myanmar style, there
seemed to be one waiter for every
table in the dining area during
my visit. The result is excellent

service and friendly staff keen
to ensure you enjoy your meal.
While the new downtown
branches of Harley’s and
Lotteria’s may have foodies
despairing over the future
of the Old City’s restaurant scene,
one need only to look to India
Kitchen to feel optimistic about
the city’s restaurant boom.

e — —

New Indian restaurant ranks among the best

299 Mahabandula Street,
Yangon

Restaurant Rating

Food 9
Beverage 7
Service 8
X-factor 7
Value for money 8
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Socialite

Art exhibition draws a crowd

Yangon’s art
lovers gathered
to view artwork
by Nay Sun at i
the opening of |
his exhibition
“Illusion” at the
Yangon Gallery
on January 24.

Than Thar Palae Thwe and guests

‘Wannabe models strutted their stuff on the
catwalk in a bid to become the “face of Myan-
mar” in the final round of the Asia New Star
Model Contest 2015 at the Strand Hotel on
January 24. South Korean actor Seo Ha Joon
was one of the judges. Htet Htet Win was

4 awarded “Miss Face of Myanmar 2015” and
Than Thar Palae Thwe, Lynn Wut Hmone and staff Thi Ha won “Mister Face of Myanmar 2015”

Faces of Myanmar

#

W




www.mmtimes.com

Socialite

Shun Wint Aung and Soe Naing

Guests viewed work by 13 local artists at the “January
Morning” exhibition at Think Art Gallery in Dagon on
January 23. The four-day exhibition featured over 100
paintings of scenes from Yangon and Bagan.

Yu Thandar Tin

Up all night to get lucky

Guests kept their fingers crossed at the Le’Skin lucky
draw at the Chatrium Hotel on January 23.

Htwe Htwe

USINESS SET LUNCH

A PERFECT MENU FOR PECPLE IN A HURRY

Indulge in 3-course menu, soup, main course and fresh fruits or
ica-cream at US$ 10 natt par person.

Quality food, prompt senvice and a cozy environment will welcome
you every day from 11:30 — 14:30 hr.
Menu items will be updated bimonthly.

Let’s meet over lunch!

Available at:
THE EMPORIA RESTAURANT

KOHAKU JAPANESE RESTAURANT
TIGER HILL CHINESE RESTALURANT

For reservation, 851 544500, Ext 6287 (or) fb.chry@chatrium.com

40 Natmauk Road, Tamwe Township, Yangon, Myanmar T + 85 1 544500 | F + 95 1 544500
E info.chry@chatrium.com WWW.LHATRILM. .com

CHATRIUM |
HOTEL CHATRIUM mrpﬁugﬁ CHATRIUM ~ CHATRIUM ~ MATTRIA
ROYAL LAKE - TANGOMN ir!l.lln:: :-um = I.‘l.-ulth' u.-um:-':I'E;.TnT i ﬁ% _m-.p:n'_‘T

rs

Pr LT e

The' Naw Zar Shwe Yay Chal



58 the pulse travel THE MYANMAR TIMES FEBRUARY 2 -8, 2015

DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO NAY PYI TAW NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON YANGON TO HEHO HEHO TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep  Armr Flight Days Dep  Arr Flight Days Dep  Ar Flight Days Dep  Arr = 0 =
FMI A1 12345 715 815 FMIA2 12345 835 935 YJ 891 Daly 600 850 YH 634 5 905  10:15 Domestic Airlines
FMI B1 12345 1045 11:45 FMI B2 12345 1330 1430 K7 282 Daily 6:00 900 YJ 891 Daily 905 10:15
FMIC1 1,2345 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20  19:20 YH 633 5 6:30 9:05 K7 283 Daily 915 11:30
FMI A1 6 800 900 FMI A2 1000 11:00 YJ 881 3 645 855 YJ 881 12457 915 1025 _
b A N 5 fiita2 i MR K7 242 Daly 700 915 W9 201 Daly 925 1035 |Air Bagan(W9)
YANGON TO MANDALAY MANDALAY TO YANGON Y131 Daily 715 1005 K7 243 Daily 930 1145 |Tel 513322,513422, 504888. Fax: 515102
Fllght Days Dep Fllght Days Dep Arr K7 266 Dally 8:00 915 YH918 Dally 9:35 10:45
Y5775 Daily 6:00 7 10 YH 910 5 7:40 905 ARVAl Daily 820 10:35 Y132 Daily 10:20  11:30 .
YH 909 12345 600 740 YH 910 1234 740 945 Y5649 Daily  10:30 12:45 V121 Daly 1050 1410 |Air KBZ(K7)
YJ 891 Daily 600 805 Y5233 Daily 750  9:00 YH 505 123456 1030 1155 K7 267 Daily ~ 11:10 1225  |Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766
K7 282 Dally 600 810 YJ 891 Dally 820 10:15 YJ 751 7 1030 11:40 YH 506 123456 1155 1400 | (hotline). Fax: 372983
YH917 Daily 610 830 K7 283 Daily 825 11:30 YJ 751 35 1045 1155 YJ 752 5 1420 1630
YJ 811 3 645 810 YJ 8 3 825 10:20 YJ 761 124 1100 1210 YJ 762 4 1550  17:00
W9 201 Daily 700 825 YH918 Daily 830 1045 YJ 233 6 11:00 1210 YJ 762 12 1550 1800  |Asian Wings (YJ)
YH835 17 7500 8540 W9 201 Da!ly 8540 ]0535 YH 727 1 11:15  12:40 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 1845 Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640
m gg? g ;gg g;ﬁ % ;g% ga!:y 1903250 : ;gg YH737 357 1115 1240 K7829 135 1610 1725 | Fay. 532033, 51665
e o o | - i‘ v e | 7V 941 1246 1145 1355 YH728 1 16:00  18:10
K Da!ly 8'03 i VH 8% R e K7 828 135 1230 1345 YH732 1 1625  18:40
aily i i ) : i — v : v . :
oM 6503 A 300 10:10 YH 832 6 1390 1445 K7 822 247 1230 1345 YH732 234567 1625 1915 | FMIAir Charter
YJ 211 5,7 11:00  12:25 YH 827 3 1320 1445 K7 264 Da!ly 1430 15:45 YJ 602 6 16:25 17:35 Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 212 7 1500 16:25 AR Daily 1430  15:40 K7 264 Daily 16:30 1815
YJ 201 1234 1100 1225 YJ 212 5 1500 17:05 YH731 Daily ~ 1500 16:25 YH738 357 1640 1850 o
YHO11 2 11:00 1240 YJ 752 5 1505  16:30 W9 129 136 1530 16:40 YJ 752 7 1645 1755 | Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
YH 831 4 1100 12:40 YH 830 5 1505 1855 W9 129 1 3 6 1655 1910 | Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999
YJ 761 124 1100 1255 YH912 2 1530 17:25 YJ 752 1700 1810 | Fax: 8604051
YJ 233 6 1100 12555 YJ 202 24 1530 1655
YH729 246 1100 14:00 YJ 202 13 15:30  17:35 YANGON TO MYEIK MYEIK TO YANGON
YH 829 5 11:00 1505 YJ 602 6 15:40 ~ 17:35 Flight Days  Dep Am Flight Days Dep Arm Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
YH 737 357 11:15  13:25 YJ 762 12 16:35  18:00 Y5325 15 645 815 Y5 326 15 835  10:05 Tel: 656969
YH727 1 11:15  13:25 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 1845 7Y 531 15 700 838 7Y 532 15 1045 12:18 ’
W9 251 25 1130 1255 YH728 1 1645 1810 K7319 2, 4 6§ 700 905 K7 320 2, 4 6 1130 1335 |2 666998.651020
7Y 941 1346 1145 1310 Y5776 Daily  17:10 1820 Y5 325 1530 1700 Y5325 1715 1845
7Y 841 25 1145 1310 W9 211 4 1710 1915 y A (YH)
7Y 943 7 11:45 1310 K7823 247 1710 1835 YANGON TO SITTWE SITTWE TO YANGON angon Alrways
K7 822 47 1230 16:55 YH 732 234567 17:10 1915 Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264
K7 622 1357 1300 14:5 8M 6604 4 1720 1830 T FEBRRT RS T 136 1310 1a%s | Foxe52533
K7 226 246 1330 1455 K7 227 246 1720 1845 c : ; 2 : :
7Y 281 Daily 1430 1625 8M 903 12457 1720 1830 K7422 Daily 1300 14355 K7423 Daily 1510 16:30
Y5234 Dailly 1520 16:30 YH738 357 1725 1850 ANGON T0 THANDWE HANDWE T0 YANGON
W9211 4 1530 1655 K7 623 1357 1740 1905 Flight Days ~ Dep A Flight Days ~ Dep  Am T
YH730 246 1745 1910 K7 242 Dally 700 1035 K7 243 Dally ~ 1050 1145 Airline Codes
YJ 234 6 1745  19:10 YH 505 123456 1030 1310 YH 506 123456 1310 1400
W9 252 25 1815 19:40 W9 309 136 1130 1350 V122 Daily 1320 1410
Y12 Daily 1215 1305 W9 309 136 1405 1455 o
YANGON TO NYAUNG U NYAUNG U TO YANGON K7 422 Daly 1300 1335 K7 422 Daly 1410 1630 | /Y =Mann Yadanarpon Airlines
El7lgzl;t2 [[))ayls [é%% ;\rzlb \I;!Jlgslgﬁ [[))ayls [7333% 11[\]r1r5 Y5421 1346 1545 16:40 Y5422 1346 1655 17:50
aily i : aily : i _ .
YJ 891 Daily 600 7:20 YH 918 Dally 745 1045 YANGON TO DAWEI DAWEI TO YANGON FMI'=FMUAIF Charter
YH 909 1,2,_3,4 6:00 8:25 YH 910 6,7 8:05 9:25 Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 917 Da||y 6:10 7:45 YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 8:20 10:25 K7319 2,4,5 7:00 810 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35 K7 = AII" KBZ
YH 633 5 630 810 K7 242 Daily 835 1145 ' ’ ' ' ’ ’
YJ 881 12451 645 805 Y131 Daily 850 1130 YANGON TO LASHIO LASHIO TO YANGON W9 = Air Bagan
E 2212 D 6 7:00 8:20 S Da!ly 9'_55 Mj] 0 Flight Days Dep  Ar Flight Days Dep  Arr
el NN s LA L O R FEE YJ751 7 1030 1245 YJ 752 5 1315 1630
7Y 131 Daily 715 835 Y5650 Daily 1355 15:15 : : : : Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
N1 g 820 940 Y1212 5 1545 1705 YJ 751 35 1045 1300 K7 829 13 1505 1555
Y5649 Daily 1030 1150 YJ 202 13 1615 1735 U2 2= 5RO . o DR _
K7 264 Daily ~ 14:30 1640 K7 265 Daily 1655 1815 ARLY 15 1130 1318 YJ752 7 1540 1755 | YH = Yangon Airways
7Y 241 Daily 1430 17:10 YH732 1 1720 18:40 K7 828 135 1230 1450 YJ 752 3 1555 1810
YH731 1 1500 17:20 7V 242 Dally  17:25 1845 Y742 15 1600 1748 L _
YH731 234567 1500 1755 W9 129 136 1750 1910 YH730 246 1645 1910 | YJ =Asian Wings
W9 129 136 1530 1735 YH732 234567 1755 1915
W9 211 4 1530 17:40 YANGON TO PUTAO PUTAO TO YANGON
Flight Days De Arr Flight Days De Arr
YANGON TO MYITKYINA MYITKYINA TO YANGON T T T e R e Subject to change
Flight Days ~ Dep  Arr Flight Days  Dep  Arr YH 831 46 1100 1500 YH 826 3 1100 14:45 without notice
YH 826 3 700 1005 YJ 202 13 1405 1735 & : : j
YH 831 6§ 700 1005 YH 836 17 115 1445 Ll I S 520 s e LU L0
YH 829 5 11:00 1340 YH 832 6 1155 1445 W9252 Z5 1545 1340
A [ L it S YANGON TO CHIANG MAI CHIANG MAI TO YANGON Thursday
W9 251 25 1130 1425 K7623 1357 1610 1905 Flight Days ~ Dep  Ar Flight Days ~ Dep A Monday Friday
7Y 841 5 145 14:35 YJ 234 6 1620 19:10 Y5 251 246 6:15 805 Y5 252 246 925 10:15 Tuesday Saturday
K7 622 1357 1300 1555 YH 830 5 16:30  18:55 7Y 305 15 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 15 1345 1435 Wednesday Sunday
W9 252 25 1645 1940 W9 9607 47 1430 1620 W9 9608 47 1720 1810

'\ Accidents happen.
That's why we have

INSURANCE

MYANMARTIMES E-ﬁl:m:ﬁf:ﬁ A Myanmar Times special, coming to both editions February 16 + 19
m— B s Advertising hotline: 851-392 677, 392 928 Email: ads.myanmartimes@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20
8M 335 Daily 840 10:25
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15
PG 704 123456 1820 20:15
PG 704 7 19:30 21:45
Y5237 Daily 19:00 20:50
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45
YANGON TO DON MUEANG
Flights Days Dep Ar
DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25
FD 258 Daily 21:30 2315
DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55
YANGON TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 2:35
SQ997 Daily 10:25 15:10
3K 582 Daily 11:45 16:20
MI 533 2,46 13:35 20:50
MI519 Daily 16:40 21:15
3K 584 235 19:30  0:10+1
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 501 1,2,356 14.00 18:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15
8M 9508 Daily 16:00 20:15
AK 503 Daily 19:06 23:20
YANGON TO BEIJING
Flights Days Dep Ar
CA 906 357 23:50  0550+1
YANGON TO GUANGZHOU
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 711 247 8:40 13:15
CZ 3056 36 11:35 15:55
(CZ 3056 15 17:40 22:10
YANGON TO TAIPEI
Flights Days Dep Ar
Cl7916 Daily 10:50 16:10
YANGON TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep Ar
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55
MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50
MU 2032 124567 1450 18:15
YANGON TO HANOI
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 942 247 14:25 17:05
YANGON TO DOHA
Flights Days Dep Ar
QR919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40
YANGON TO SEOUL
Flights Days Dep Ar
02770 47 0:50 8:50
KE 472 Daily 2355  (07:45+1
YANGON TO HONG KONG
Flights Days Dep Ar
KA 251 Daily 1:10 05:25
YANGON TO TOKYO
Flights Days Dep Ar
NH 914 Daily 2210 06:45+1
YANGON TO DHAKA
Flights Days Dep Ar
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00
BG 061 5) 19:45 21:00
YANGON TO INCHEON
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 724 13,56 12:50 14:45
W9 607 47 14:30 16:20
8M 7702 Daily 2355  07:45+1
YANGON TO GAYA
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 601 1356 10:30 11:50
MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 710 Daily 1415 16:40
MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep Ar
MI'533 2,46 15:45 20:50
Y5 2233 12456 7:50 14:15
MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG
Flights Days Dep Ar
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15
MANDALAY TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40
NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 722 12345 19:45 22:45

BANGKOK TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
TG 303 Daily 8.00 8:45
PG 701 Daily 845 9:40
Y5238 Daily 21:30 22:20
8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
PG 703 123456 1645 17:35
PG 703 7 17:55 18:45
TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
PG 705 Daily 20115 21:30
DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
DD 4230 Daily 6:30 715
FD 251 Daily 715 8:00
FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55
DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20115
SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
3K 581 Daily 910 10:40
MI'533 246 11:30 12:45
8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI518 Daily 14:20 15:45
3K 583 235 17:20 10:40
KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12,356 19:10 20:10
8M 9507 Daily 13:55 15.05
MH 742 Daily 13:55 15.05
AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25
BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
CA 905 357 19:30 22:50
GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
(CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3055 15 14:40 16:40
8M 712 24,7 14:15 15:50
TAIPEITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
Cl7915 Daily 7:00 9:50
KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50
CA 415 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2031 124567 1330 14:00
HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 957 13567 16:40 18:10
HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
VN 943 24,7 11:45 13:25
DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
QR918 357 19:45  0459+1
SEQULTO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
02769 36 19:30 23:40
HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
KA 252 2,46 2220 00:15+1
KA 250 1357 21:50 23:45
TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
NH913 Daily 11:45 17:15
DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 060 5) 16:30 18:45
INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 723 1356 11:00 11:55
W9 608 47 17:20 18:10
8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30
GAYATO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
8M 602 13,56 12:50 16:00
BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25
SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30
MI533 2,46 11:30 14:50
DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20
KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50
BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 721 12,345 17:15 19:15

International Airlines

Air Asia (FD)
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597-98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265, Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 [ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122)
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 37083639 (ext: 303)

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Airline Codes

3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

Cl = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice
Day 4 = Thursday
1 = Monday 5 = Friday
2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday

KYOTO

Prop up your
slippered feet at a
Japanese ryokan

PAULA SHOYER

RAVELLING alone with
two teenagers in Japan
should have been enough
of a challenge for me. Add
to that the fact that we
eat only certain fish and vegetarian
food when we travel, and we do not
speak Japanese. Those factors alone
should have dictated that we play
it safe in choosing accommodation.
Yet when my husband suggested
that we stay in a traditional
Japanese inn during our time in
Kyoto, I was intrigued.

Japanese inns, called ryokans, are
found all over the country, though
they are typically in scenic areas and
towns that feature hot springs. There
are also ryokans in larger cities, but
they are older and often not as pretty
as those in smaller towns. Ryokans
were developed in the 1600s to
serve Japanese travellers journeying
between Tokyo and imperial Kyoto.

Today there are more than 60,000
ryokans, ranging from small family-
run inns to larger, modern ones.

The buildings are often at least 100
years old and have the traditional
Japanese architecture of wooden
buildings, pointed roofs, bamboo
and greenery. Many have beautiful
gardens. Ryokans have simple and
serene guest rooms with sliding paper
screen doors separating sitting and
sleeping areas, tatami (reed) mats,
low tables and closets to hide the
bedding. Linens cover the telephone
and television, lest they upset the
soothing environment.

Guests are expected to follow
certain customs during their stay,
and the procedures are the same at
all ryokans. Upon arriving at Seikoro
Ryokan in Kyoto, we had to surrender
our shoes and put on slippers. We met
our attendant, Aya, who was dressed
in a colorful kimono, and followed
her up the narrow stairs to our
room. Ryokans typically do not have
elevators, so don’t bring too much
luggage, or risk watching a wisp of a
lady carry your bags up narrow stairs
and refuse all assistance, as we did.

Ryokans serve Japanese breakfast
and dinner, which are often included
in the rate and consist of between
10 and 20 separate dishes. All meals
are served in your room on your low
table, so you sit on the floor to eat.
When we arrived, Aya brought us a
pot of green tea and pancakes filled

with a red bean paste. The afternoon
snack was the perfect welcome.

After sitting on the floor, I
appreciated the appeal of the onsen,
an indoor hot spring on the bottom
floor of the inn. There are separate
ones for men and women, and
bathing suits are not allowed, but
the guest room provided yukata -
traditional cotton robes with long
belts - for each of us. The hot water
is relaxing and you won’t find a better
way to make all of your travelling
aches disappear.

Don’t stay at a ryokan if you
don’t like Japanese food. There is no
other option. Each day started with
Aya bringing us a lavish breakfast
or grilled salmon or mackerel, dried
fish, grated radish, pickled turnip and
eggplant, dried seaweed, tofu, miso
soup and rice. Each food item came
on a separate plate, which made me
glad I was not a Japanese housewife.
The food was prepared simply, yet
everything was delicious. No one
missed their cold cereal.

The stay was extremely relaxing,
and the ryokan was a true oasis for
travellers like us, rushing to pack
in a week’s worth of sightseeing in
Kyoto and Nara into three days.
Every time we returned to the inn,
we were greeted by a team of people,
our slippers, glasses of cold water and
smiling faces.

Although a stay in a ryokan is
ideally suited to the nimble and
petite, the experience was well worth
any minor physical discomforts.

‘We experienced travel the way the

Japanese did 400 years ago, a far cry

from staying at a Western-style hotel.
- Washington Post

The average cost of a ryokan
stay is $125 to $208 per person
per night, although in some
places it can run over $300.
Some are priced per person
and others are per room. We
stayed at Seikoro Ryokan (467
Nishitachibana-cho) - $290;
$340 with breakfast.

The listing service for
ryokans in Japan is www.
japaneseguesthouses.
com. Travellers can also
book ryokans on www.
ryokancollection.com or www.
booking.com.

"‘1.” "_II

If you're into cultural immersion, forgo a hotel room in Japan and book a ryokan.
The inns are often at least a century old. Photo: Laura Post/Washington Post
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Universal Crossword SUDOKU PACIFIC

Edited by Timothy E. Parker Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

SALUTE THE GIS By pavid M. George
ACROSS 4 “... ___ hedrove out 26 Object of worship 42 Young hogs (Var.) 1 6 7 9
1 Football part of sight ...” 27 King of Siam’s 43 Stereo system of ; )
5 __ lazuli (blue 5 Docile creatures employee yore ] ey
mineral) 6 Host before Paar and 28 “Disgusting!” 44 Dwarf of S
10 Burst open Carson 29 “Before,” if before folklore
13 Annoying smell 7 Advil target 30 Constellation 45 Black bird Fe
14 Plain, in Spain 8 Getaway spots containing Vega 46 Upscale living
15 “Whale” or “herring” 9 Barroom elbow-bender 31 Eisenhower quarters, briefly
attachment 10 Erato’s group opponent 47 Awaken rudely By .
16 Wide-ranging 11 Genesis 32 Suffix for “Hallow” 48 Acts as a lookout =
appeal 12 Domesticated 33 Tokyo, 49 “Heavens to
19 Withdraw (with “out”) animals previously Betsy!” 6 5 2
20 Telltale signs 15 Make pigtails 35 Winery 50 Pulpit of yore
21 NBA legends Archibald 17 It may be skipped employee 51 Boxer Spinks
and Thurmond 18 Wankel’s 36 Finish in last place 54 “Miss Saigon” setting,
22 Bouillabaisse cooking creation 37 Cup part briefly 5 2 1 8
vessel 23 “Stop right there!” 41 Finished, 55 Healthy vacation
24 Fee for grazing cattle 24 All fired up as a meal spot
25 Does and ewes
26 “Curb Your 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 |12
Enthusiasm” star
28 As many as
30 Former Russian 13 14
leader
31 “What did | tell you!” 16 17
34 More than merely
owing
38 “... Bojanglesand ____ 19 20 21
dance for you”
39 Circulatory trunk
40 Silver State 22 23
destination
41 English Lit
assignment

42 Con’s knife " DIFFICULTY RATING: #r# #rvrie

44 Przepare Parmesan
cheese
46 Monster in Greek By DAVID
mythology wNp RW@RD O{JELLET
49 Related on the
o ?other’st side HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
B2 San b ncisco’s tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
Hill - LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters
53 Like a soldier's spell the Wonderword,
56 %‘:g;ﬁr finisher GROUNDHOG DAY Solution: 9 letters
welling
53 Big name in STSACEROFPLANSHR
9 Animal lai
aﬂ%g _ PTTPWODAHSPRI NG
61 Bugs on 4 hil ERNDOWNIEGREMED
DOWN 5 & EAEEEPLAVIRRAPE
g eye-
2 Adrot 59 61 PDTTMEYDUOLCYG?Z
3 Called into question R | C E L E B R A T | O N S |
DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS
—_—, g ETARUCCAERATINGBN
| = YOURE OUR NEW
SO T AM ACTIVATING [ ceo The powER Wit || THERE S L R
THE SUCCESSION 6|  CORRUPT YOU IN i IT IS |l OE I I TTMUMRBRRSADO
= = i )
g ; CNANNUALMOREPRC
E g TSTEDHLOTONNAUE
3 2 SEDSTSSOWENNNTR
E -
2 E ROOREROLKLOFALG
g i
RI1I OYENWATUSXNUP
PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ L NFFEBRUARYBATCK
‘s ALL | , , -
ﬂﬁﬁu; ALL %ﬂmﬁ%‘tﬁuﬁﬁ I JusT DON'T SEE LE.}I-HEE blig'-ﬁ'r»‘j?ﬁﬁfl%fm © 2015 Universal Uclick  www.wonderword.com  Join us on Facsbook 2/2
OH"IEP%EFL%E'EF THERE ANDLIE THERE HOW You PO IT! OF GENIUS ! Accurate, Announcements, Annual, Arrival, Back, Burrow,
DOG HOUSE —4—————— | Celebrations, Cloudy, Cultural, Determines, Down, Emerge,
y Ends, February, Fersommlinge, Folklore, Food, Forecasts,
Late, Naps, News, North America, Peeps, Phil, Plans, Pops,
Predicts, Punxsutawney, Recognized, Retreat, Rodent,
Shadow, Soil, Spring, Story, Sunny, Tents, Traditions, Winter
To purchase WONDERWORD books,
visit www.WonderWordBooks.com, or call 1-800-642-6480.

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand Road,
Yangon. Tel : 251810,
251797, 251798.

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel:
254465, 254469, email:
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116,
email: infoldyangon.mfa.
gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road,
Golden Valley, Yangon.
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax:
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8,
540399, 540400, 540411,
545988, fax: 549643

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon.

Tel: 515275, 526144, email:
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,
6" mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 507225,
507251. email: Administ.
yangon(ditamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
566985, 503978.

email: bruneiemb(d
bruneiemb.com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),

New University Avenue Kuwait
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St,
Tel: 549609, 540964. Bahan Tsp.

Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.

Laos A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab(@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
220248, 220249,

email: mwkyangon(@
mptmail.net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm

Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu

email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mmm

Canada

9™ Floor, Centerpoint
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda
Road, Yangon, Tel :
01-384805, Fax :01
384806, Email : yngon(@
international.gc.ca

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
221280, 221281.

Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17.

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
222886, 222887,

Egyptembassy8é@gmail. St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,

com - Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
France 102, Pyidaungsu Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17 Fax -
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 01- 9669516

212178, 212520, email:
ambaf rance. rangoun(@
diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung
San Museum Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 548951, 548952, email:
info@rangun. diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
St, Yangon. Tel: 391219,
388412,
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

New Zealand No. 43/C,
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel : 01-2306046-9

Fax: 01-2305805

Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung

Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

The Essentials

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon.
Tel: 222881 (Chancery
Exchange)

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,
Tel : 01-566538, 566539

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151,Email: p.e.
yangon(dgmail.com

Saudi Arabia No.6/S,

Inya Yeiktha St, 10" Qtr,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon,
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344,
Fax: (951) 657-983

Russia 38, Sagawa Rd,
Yangon.
Tel: 241955, 254161,

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.0.Box No. 943,
Yangon. Tel: 515282,
515283, email: serbemb @
yangon.net.mm

Singapore 238, Dhamazedi
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 559001, email:
singemb_ygn(@_sgmfa.
gov.sg

South Korea 97 University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4,
515190, fax: 513286, email:
myanmar@dmofat.go.kr

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 222812,

Switzerland

No 11, Kabaung Lane, 52
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel: 534754, 507089.

Thailand 94 Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
226721, 226728, 226824

Turkey

19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 662992, Fax : 661365

United Kingdom 80 Strand
Rd, Yangon.

Tel: 370867, 380322,
371852, 371853, 256438,

United States of America
110, University Avenue,
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax:
650306

IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp, Yangon.Tel - 01-210588,
09 73236679, 0973236680,
Email- iomyangon(@iom.int

UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd,
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539.

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.

UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.

UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024.

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.
Tel: 254852, 254853.

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan,
tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435,
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,
unicef.yangon(dunicef. org,

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903,
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar(@unodc.org

UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane,
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.

Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19,
292637 (Resident Coordinator],

WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley),
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6

WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile,
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Tsp. Tel: 225258.

Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
511305

FAO Myanma Agriculture
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel:
641672, 641673.

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified.mcmf@gmail.com

E& Ambulance #tel: 295133.

W Fire mtel: 191, 252011, 252022.

#= Police emergency #tel: 199.

#= Police headquarters #tel: 282541, 284764.
# Red Cross =tel:682600, 682368

Traffic Control Branch #:tel:298651

591387.

Immigration @tel: 286434.

Ministry of Education #tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports #tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #¢tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT] =tel: 067-
407007.

Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept)
wtel: 254563, 370768.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs zstel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health #tel: 067-411358-9.

Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS

Central Women's Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital #=tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital [emergency) #mtel: 420096.
Worker’'s Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Department of Post & Telecommunication #tel: 591384,

Emergency Numbers

Yangon Children Hospital #tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East] =tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) #tel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) =tel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH) #tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131,
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #rtel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). =tel:

285499.

&5 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811.

¥ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] =tel: 382722

= RAILWAYS
Railways information
#tel: 274027, 202175-8.

FAX : 951-254158

EMAIL : CLASSIFIED.MCM{@GMAIL.COM

WWW.MMTIMES.COM

General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

XD

Asia PLAza HoTEL
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of
38" Street, Kyauktada
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar.
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071.
Reservation@391070
(Ext) 1910, 106.

Fax : (951) 391375. Email :
hotelasiaplazaldgmail.com

est

Wgsfsem}
BEST WESTERN
Green Hill Hotel

No. 12, Pho Sein Road,
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300,
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : (951) 546313,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
info@cloverhotel.asia

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia

Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974

www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

il
Cdan Salace Fotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@d
edenpalacehotel.com

P GRAND
‘IP PALACE
Bl HHOTEL
M-22, Shwe Htee Housing,
Thamine Station St., Near
the Bayint Naung Point,
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel: 522763, 522744,
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace(@
myanmar.com.mm

¢
[ %8 ]
L p

MK HOTEL

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,

Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187,
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda

Road, Bahan Township,

Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 01-559150 to 7

Fax: 01-559150

Excel River View
Hotel
No.(3) Block (1 to 4}, Near
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

Excel Palace Hotel
No.(25, D1), New University
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excelldmyanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

Parkroyal Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

4%,

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.
www.rwehotel.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung.
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn

42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

'C

GRAND LAUREL MOTIL

153/159,Bogyoke Ag San Rd,
(Cor of 46 S‘EBotataung Tsp.
Yangon, Myanmar,

Tel: 951-298986,296209,
www.grandlaurelhotel.com

Hotel Grand United
(Chinatown)

621, Maharbandoola Rd,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: (95-1) 372256-58

(21¢ Downtown)

66-70, 21 Street (Enter
from Strand Rd), Latha
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1)
378201

(Ahlone Branch)

35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64;
Email: grandunited.
head(dgmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

YUAN SHENG HOTEL

No.183, 35" St; Bet; 77"
&78" Street, Mahar Aung
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
(@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Py Taw)

Y

HOTEL YANKIN

186, Lu Nge Thitsar
Street, on Thitsar Road,
Yankin Township, Yangon,
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550
283, +951-8550 284,
+959-2540 63632, E-mail:
enquiry(@hotelyankin.com,
www.hotelyankin.com

<2

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw
No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17,
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-mgm.com

@) PANDA
hotel

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

\
MAX_

BLAY l'.\' T AN
Reservation Office (Yangon)
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon Township
Tel . 951-255819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel  :067- 414177,

067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation(@

maxhotelsgroup.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

“ZR DON YINN

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541
46420, 09 2541 46421,
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HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,

09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(d

gmail.com, http://www.

happyhomesyangon.com

AGRICULTURAL
TRACTOR

N

MiCasa Hotel Apartmenty
YANGON MYANMAH

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,

Yankin Tsp.

Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.

Email : micprm(@

myanmar.com.mmwww.

myanmar micasahotel.com

MASSEY FERGUSON"

The World's Best Selling
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2],
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
(English Speaking)
+959 508 5217
(Myanmar Speaking])
Email : utsales(d
universaltractormyanmar.
com

La Source
gy S

YANGON

La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY

La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,

bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.

Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

NYAN MYINT THU
Lm'. Car Rental Service

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,

Latha Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : 01-2465571, 375283,

09-2132778, 09-31119195.

Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983(@
gmail.com,

COLD STORAGE

SUPER

Car Rental

Super Car Rental

21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,

Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.

Tel: 09-730-08848
09-2520-92244

GLOV=R

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES FTE., LTR

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist,
Solar Hot Water Storage
Solutions.

Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com,
glover2812@ gmail.com

REALA

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl
Street, Golden Valley Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar
([@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

CONSTRUCTION

FLORAL SERVICES

BOOK STORES

Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

AIR CONDITION

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

FRFSH

Air Conditioning Systems

The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day

Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P., 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.acldfreshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

m MONUWMENT
i

¢ 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.
Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr(dgmail.com
. 15[8?, Departure Lounge,

Yangon Int'l Airport.

e #87/2, Crn of 26" & 27"
St, 77" St, Chan Aye Thar
Zan Tsp, Mandalay.

Tel: (02) 24880
ELT Showroom:

e # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE
$LIMOUSINE SERVICE
HOT LINE:
09 - 402510 003
01-646 330

e First Class VIP
Limousine Car Rental.

¢ Professional English
Speaking Drivers.

e Full Insurance for
your Safety and
comfortable journey

e Call us Now for your
best choice

www.mmels.com

A
ZAMIL STEEL
B

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

st

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy(d
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

CO WORKING SPACE

Sule Shangri-La Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

ARCHITECTS &
MODULAR BUILDINGS

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SAIL

ADVERTISING
SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820,
2301195. Email: admin(@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com

Amchitects & Moduln: Buildings

.

GREENARC (M

ARCTETICTS WTTH TURKKEY SOLLUTHAS
contactus(dgreenarc.net.au
Tel : 09-730-22820

MYANMARBOOKCENTRE
Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road

and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant),
Ahlone Township. tel:

212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info(@
myanmarbook.com

CAR RENTAL

YOMA

Vehicle Lease & Hentah

Self Drive Daily Rental
* Brand New Left Hand
Drive
» Comprehensive Insurance
* Daily Rental (24 hours)
* Unlimited Kilometres
* 24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafleet.com
soe(dyomafleet.com
+95 94500 35280

(5) THE GARAGE
orrb e

No. (), Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
infol@venturaoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

o TERNAL ' #LOWERS

FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

CONSULTING

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana

Esthetic
Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

w1 el Y
FHE UATIMATE CamE MNETS NG
09-252 799 836
09-252 799 837
7 seats, 11 seats, 14 seats,

22 seats, 33 seats, 45 seats,
amaravehicles@gmail.com

COFFEE MACHINE
ey Porems sty bren Hivie ]
T B-DAWATRIOOM
illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading(dgmail.com

THURA £ SWISS

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95(0]1 654 730
infoldthuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

DUTY FREE

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground FL,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax
:01-203743, 09-5007681.
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

CENTUSDON AL TO GROU
Corgorate Cr Rastal
Teanaler | Dushy | Manthily | Fleat:

English I Wi-Fil Insured |
Concierge | Refreshment
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

DELIVERY SERVICE

o T'_—-}
INntsromtkonml
Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

BUY SPACE FOR AS LITTLE AS

K.4500

CALL US NOW: 392928, 253642

w
veam Works

Duty Free Shops

Yangon International
Airport, Arrival/Departure
Mandalay International
Airport, Departure

Office: 17, 2" street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

FORKLIFT

ELECTRICAL

GLOV=R

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES FTE., LTR

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers,
Consultants.

Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828, 09 2503-74132
Email: gei.ygn2@gmail.com,
glover2812(d gmail.com

ilift
Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2],
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
(English Speaking])
+959 502 1312
(Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales(d
universaltractormyanmar.
com
Your Lifting Solution

GLASS

ENTERTAINMENT

A

Learn to dance with

social dancing

94, Bogalay Zay St,

Botataung T/S,

Yangon.

Tel : 01-392526,
01-1221738

i
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GLASS

International
Construction
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-FL, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112,
09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction
material@gmail.com

GOBAIN

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

FITNESS CENTRE

-,

LLFeF7Tress
WHAT WE LIVE FOR

Life Fitness

Bldg A1, Rm No. 001,

Shwekabar Housing,

Mindhamma Rd,

Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.

Ph: 01-656511,

Fax: 01-656522,

Hot line: 0973194684,

natraysports(dgmail.com

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing],
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736,
09-73037772.

Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St,
Btw 30th & 31st St, Chan
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2),
Capital Hyper Mart,
Yazathingaha Street,
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

World’s leader in
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water
Heater. Tel: 251033,
379671, 256622, 647813

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

MANAWMAYA

HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

GENERATORS

Your Most Reliable Jeweller

The Natural Gems of
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,

(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar(@
gmail.com

()
UMG

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@
winstrategic.com.mm

GESAN

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
(English Speaking])
+959502 1312
(Myanmar Speaking])
Email : utsales(@
universaltractormyanmar.
com
Your Power Solution

HEALTH SERVICES

+ Asia Pacific

e L
1 Bapitats

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda

Road, Bahan Township,

Yangon. Tel: 542979,

553783, 09-732-16940.

Fax: 542979

Email: asiapacific.

myanmar{dgmail.com.

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy Clinic.

Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage -
12,000 Ks

No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM

Tel : 09-8615036

Innova+¥ive

] DiaowODBTICH

24 Hours Laboratory

& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA
(@ Victoria Hospital

No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: (951) 9 666141

Fax: (951) 9 666135
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QUICKGUIDE

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
(@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238

+959 49585 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

INSURANCE

Fire, Motor and Life
Insurance

44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel :01-8610656

Mob : 09-420053502
Email: tiffany@gw-
insurance.com
WWw.gw-insurance.com

)’P:PH'rMHm AW MI N
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NO.61, 2" Floor, 101 Street,
Kandawlay, Mingalar
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon,
Myanmar.

Ph: 01-205102, 09 2603
60932, 09 2603 60933,

09 3334 6666

MARINE
COMMUNICATION &
NAVIGATION

® 00
==

Victoria Hospital
No.(68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141,
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084.
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
infolwitoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital
myanmar.com,
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

No-385, Ground Floor,

Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

decorum

99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

HOME FURNITURE

OFFICE FURNITURE

Casabella

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.
tel: 660769, 664363.

decorum

99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A}, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

decorum

99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A}, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

Divact Dvdess Oniy Fram
i Sy vy

Frerrianm Procscs for Presmean Peocks
Tel :01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2udmmrdrs.com

HOTEL SUPPLY

‘wa HOLDINGS

Intl Quality Uniform &
Promo Gifts

for Corporate, Hotel, F&B
Tel: (959) 972 154 990,
Email: suchada(@
stgroupholdings.com

-

Office Solutlion|
b o ey (e |
Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate
Gated Golf Community
HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS
SERVICED APARTMENTS
Available Immediately
RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing,
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 778, 684 013
phgemarketing(d
spa-mm.com,
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

@ HermanMiller

019000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM(@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

STARWCITY

150 Brand NEW

International Standard

Rental Apartments

Hotline : 09 43 200 845
09250516 616

email :rental.starcity@

gmail.com

www.starcityyangon.com

ROCK #/ORTH

Room No. 1101, 16" Flr,
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower,
Corner of Anawrahta Rd
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com,
kaytumadidgmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

SMART DESIGNS C0,, LTD.

European Quality

& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel
Furniture & All kinds of
woodworks

Office Tel: 01-380382,
09-509-1673, Show Room:
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye
(2) Street, Industrial Zone

5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar
Yar Township, Yangon,
Myanmar. E-mail: contact(@
smartdesignstrading.com,
www.royalbotania.com,
www.alexander-rose.co.uk,
Please call for any enquiry.

Golden Land Real Estate

21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,

Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.

Tel: 09-730-08848
01-242370

.
T0M

For House-Seekers

with Expert Services

In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatermm(@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints

= DECORATIVE COATINGS
= PROTECTIVE COATINGS
= MARINE COATINGS

= POWDER COATINGS
Jotun Myanmar (Services)
Co. Ltd.

G-7, May Kha Housing,
LLay Doung Kan Road,
Thingangyun Township,
Yangon-Myanmar

Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

World's No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

W s
Dulux
&S colow

-
La

Protectve Coatings

Sole Distributor
For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd,
6Y2 Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819

654844~654848

£ JOTUN

Cuality pairts

TOP MARINE PAINT
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

International
Construction
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-FL, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112,
09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction
material@gmail.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

No0.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32 St (between Maha
Bandoola Rd and Merchant
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel/ Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info(dislandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate Agent
No Fees for Clients,
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

REMOVALISTS

= ASIAN TIGERS
] MOBILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

&8 .8 avw -e.ae

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7" Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210 670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

‘%MSL

Myanmar
L Shippeeg & Logistkes Co.Lid

Legendary Myanmar Int’l
Shipping & Logistics Co.,
Ltd

No-9, Rm (A-4), 3 Flr,
Kyaung St, Myaynigone,
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr(@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Wor'd Vada

m o
ba“ Warmar
Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

RESTAURANTS

Open 24 Hours

Good taste & resonable
price

{@Thamada Hotel

Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41
Ext: 32

Quality Chinese Dishes
with Resonable Price
(@Marketplace by City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

7
QL' SO

Coffee & Snack Bar

Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon(dgmail.com

he Shoe of Heave:

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

RESORT

STORAGE

LOBE-Y:;
A [}..hf. YA

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar
Hospital on Pyay Rd,
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

\
MAX

CHAUNE THA

Reservation Office [Yangon)
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon Township

Tel : 951-255819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel  : 042 42346~9
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

SC STORAGE YANGON

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods
provided,

Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage(d
gmail.com

SCHOOLS

L5 i |
LALCHIMISTE
French Fine DNning Restemrant
No. 5, U Tun Nyein
Street, Mayangone T/S,
Yangon.

Tel : 01-660 612, 657928,
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@dgmail.com

H meomam
EDUCATION CENTER
Horizon Int’l School

235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res@

#IﬂOPERA

Ttafian Restpurant & Bar

Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon(dgmail.com
WWwWWw.operayangon.com

I nternational
M ontessori
M yanmar

English Education Centre
Nursery - Primary

(15 months - 12 years)

55 (B), Po Sein Road,
Bahan Township.

Tel : (951) 546097, 546761.
Email: imm.myn@gmail.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

LE PLANTEUR

Le MonNT BLANC

French & Italian - Comfort Foods

s

No0.695, Mahabandoola
Road, (Between 19" &
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha
Township, Yangon.

Ph: 01-395816, 396817

with Chic Style Serving
G-05, Marketplace by
City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105
5%
N——

Thai Boat Noodle

G-01, City Mart
(Myay Ni Gone Center]).
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

monseon

restamrant & har
yamgowm
Monsoon Restaurant
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu
Road, Botahtaung Tsp.
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Y

Yangon International
School (YIS)

Grades, Pre-school -
Grade 12.

American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 951578171, 573149
Fax : 951578604
Website :
WWW.yismyanmar.com

Delicious Hong Kong Style
Food Restaurant

G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).

Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

SERVICE OFFICE

HINTHA

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com

Tel : 01-4413410

SANITARY WARE

GROHE

i e
e

Grohe
Bath Room Accessories,
79-B3/B3, East Shwe Gone
Dine, Near SSC Women's
Center, Bahan.
Tel : 01-401083, 09-
73011100, 09-73056736

OfficeHub

Executive Serviced
Office, Registered

and Virtual Office, Hot
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.officehubservices,com

Faucetsl Showersi
Sanitarywares| Bathroom
Accessories, Ph: 379671,
256622, 399464, 09 9771
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON"

STEEL STRUCTURE

LecC

Design, Fabrication,
Supply & Erection of Steel
Structures

Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales(@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com

asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382,
www.exploremyanmar.com
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER HEATERS

@ARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 01-256705, 399464,
394409, 647812.

Rinnai
Water Heater
Made in Japan
Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker

and Cooker Hood
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

FIXIT
International
_ Construction
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-FL, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112,
09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction
material@gmail.com

WATER TREATMENT

Water & Wastewater
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package
Fiberglass Wastewater
System for Offices,
Condominiums & Hotels
Project. Can Design for
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571,
01-218437~8

WATER SOLUTION

“ Company Limited
Water Treatement Solution
Block (A], Room (G-12),
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye

Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

WEB SERVICE

I\

MEDIALANE

Web Services

All the way from Australia -
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop,
smartphone & tablets,
online shopping with
real-time transaction,
news/magazine site,
forum, email campaign
and all essential online
services. Domain
registration & cloud
hosting. Talk to us: (01)
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554.
www.medialane.com.au




(&3 3CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
ASLITTLE AS K.5,000.

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
:01-254158

BY EMAIL : classified.mcm(@gmail.com
: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

BY FAX

BY MAIL

General

SPECIAL forMathsforInt'l
School & Pre-University
level Algebra, Geometry,
Calculus & Statistics
IGCSE (Edexcel/
Cambridge), SAT & IB
exam, Tr. Kaung Myat
BE (PE). If you want to
be outstanding in Maths,
Please Contact me. Ph:
09-731-42020.
ENGLISH (home tuition),
speaking, grammar,
issue. letter, academic
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT.GCE, IGCSE.
GMAT four skills . local
& international school
English : English for
Japaneses  children
and adult- home tuition
courses are availe now.
You can contactto Saya-
U-Kyi-Sin(Mumyint
Thar) Ph:09-4210-67-
375,  www.kyisinplb.
blogspot.com

STUDY GUIDE, Need
help with your studies?
| can ensure that you
have that extra time and
attention you need to
succeed. | am a qualified
tutor, with stright A's in
GCE A levels and four
gears of experience,
tutring students of Grade
5~ 12, GCE O and A
levels, Sat and IELTS.
Ph: 01-253543, 09-519-
0543.
MATHEMATICS
Teaching Students
(Grade 1 to 9 from
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon
Academy, MIS &
MISY) who are weak
in  Mathsand don’t
know how to solve the
problems. Guide : only
Maths for IGCSE O
Level students who will
sit for the exam in 2015.
DawNaingNaingAung,
B.Com (Q), No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,
Yankin. Ph : 544594,
09-500-4993.

GUIDE for 2" M.B.,B.S,
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.
PRIMARY - International
school, Private school:
Kg to Primary 4 Home

guide. Ph: 09-4200-
33613.
IGCSE, GCE, SAT,

PHYSICS. Saya U M
T (since 1984). Ph: 09-
730- 52859

ENGLISHforinternational
school students who
want to practice or
improve their English
including literature and
language art (principle of
written English) for SAT .
If you had tried as much
as you can to follow the
lesson and you will get
good experiences & skill.
This program will help
you capability and fill
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students
can study in a small
class. U Thant Zin, 28-
3B, Thati Pahtan St,

Tamwe, Ph:01-5035350,
09-3102-1314,09-3192-
4423.

ENGLISH (home tuition)
speaking, grammar,
issue. letter, academic
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT. GCE, IGCSE.
GMAT 4 skills. local &
international school
English. English  for
Japaneses  children
and adult. Home tuition,
courses are availe now.
you can contact to Saya
U Kyi Sin (Mumyint Thar)
Ph:  09-4210-67375.
www.kyisinplb.blogspot.
com

Expert Services

ZCL(Y.U.F.L) Translation

Service. Ph : 09-
250-666325. email:
atar1990@gmail.com
TRANSLATING &
Interpreting Service: Part
time service for Englishto
Burmese to English. For
business Correspond
ing, Emails, Faxs &
letters. Conferences &
business communities
for Local companies and
offices. Service offered
in person, by phone and
fax, mobile and emails.
Phone: 09-2540-43372
MYANMAR Access
Int'l Co., Ltd provides
the following services.
ISO  Implementation
Programme, HR Develop
ment Programme,
Hospitality Manage
ment Programme,
Project Management
Programme,  English
Training Programme.
If you are interested,
please contact us at
Ph: 09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or email :
zinminpon@gmail.com,
kaungsanthul994@
gmail.com

FOC Rental Services of
condos, landed houses,
offices and commercial
properties. Our listings
can be checked in http://
goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email:
dr.thihathit@icloud.com,
09-430-83781.

CORPORATE Banking,
Finance, Advisory,
Capital Raising Services
& help with foreign
investment, private
equity for Myanmar
companies; pls contact
info@firstrangoon.com

WE PROVIDE stay in
Domestic Helpertodo all
your household chores.
If you need please call
09-250598349 or 01-
571699."

EFFICIENT Goldsmith
Software Effective for all
goldshops & goldsmiths
@ Efficient Soft. Ph: 09-
505-3762,09-517-1061,
09-2503-54344.

WE HAVE Cars for
rent. (Expert use only).
Mid size wagon. Now

(PPC

. Renovation
. Security

. Cleaning

. Real Estate

Under management of established company
in Singapore “"PPC Group of Companies™.

We provide the following services;

MNo.22, 1stFl,Thida Road, Tamwe Tsp, Ygn.
Ph. 09 260258485, ppcmyanmar@gmail.com

only350.000kyats per
month with deposit for
long term. company ID
required. Call 09 730
33776.

Softcopy speffEa

dpsmap.com

No.165/ 167, 35" St,(Mid),
KTDA Tsp,Yan.

Tel :20 40 20, 24 52 30,

09 50-30177, facebook.

com/ DPSMyanmar

IPHONE 6 16GB, 2
silver, 1 gold for sale.
Brand new sealed
in box. 720,000 Kks.
cookiehustler@gmail.
com, 09972993330
URGENT  SELLING,
Discount Price, Red link
internet Red link internet,
Yadnapon internet,
Yadnapon internet.
Ph:09-4217-44300.
Ph:09-4217- 44300

AIR COMPRESSOR,
Product type: GA 907.5
Serial number: ARP
881188, Max. final
pressure (e) .. bar 7.5
Interstage pressure (s)
(e) .. bar Motor power:
KW....... 90, Max. speed:
..... r/min.... 1500, Year of
manufacture: .... 19 90
Made by Atlas Copco
Airpower n.v. Wilrijk
Belgium. Ph :09-4217-
44300

I'M AN experienced
Chinese  (Mandarin)
teacher here in Yangon,
Myanmar. | have over
6 years teaching in
Singapore. Please do
not hesitate to contact
me for an evaluation.
I'm a professional
teacherwhowill helpyou
improve your speaking,
reading and writing
skills. I use Singaporean
text books and Chinese
speaking/conversation
books for teaching
speaking, reading and
writing in Mandarin.
I’'m available Monday-
Sunday with a flexible
schedule. | alsoteaching
Myanmar Language to
all Foreigner. For more
details please call the
number below. If | don’t
answer please send me
a SMS and | will get
back to you as soon as
possible. Elizabeth Bao
Shi : 095-9-516-2988

U MYA HAN, French,
English & Myanmar
Classes. Ph: 09-731-
74940

NATIVE SPEAKER from
Canada with BA & MA
and almost 20 years
of experience teaching

Asian students. Most
of my students like me
because | am very kind
and friendly, and | try to
encourage them in their
language learning. |
can help you with your
pronunciation, listening,
IELTS and other skills.
Please call me at 09
2600 24934.

WITHIN 24 hours can
make you confident in
Burmese Language
speaking scripts!
Teacher Phyu Phyu
Khin : 09-4200-52527,
phyuporcupine@gmail.
com, Add : 56/I, Thiri
Marlar Lane, 7.5 mile,
Pyay Rd, Yangon.

HLC, High language
centre, Hindi, English
& Myanmar, (Writing,
Reading & Speaking)
by an expert teacher.
Ph: 09-4210-98790.
MYANMAR Language

Tuition: Foreigners
wishing to learn
Myanmar  language,

with a small group, may
please contactby phone:
09-301-99028.
LANGUAGE Proficiency,
Effective & Scientific
way Tutor, Translator,
Interpretor, (Such
languages: Hindi,
Sanskrit, Bengali, Nepali,
English & Myanmar)
R.S. Verma, B.Sc, (Bot),
Yangon, (UFL-English),
Yangon. Email: rsverma.
myanmar@gmail
BURMESE Speaking
for foreigners : In-home
tutoring. email: burmese.
tutor2014@gmail.com

Training

Upgrae L

We provide the following
Training, CISCO, CCNA,
CCNP,  MICROSOFT,
MCSA, MCSE, LAB,
EC-COUNCIL CEH,
SECURITY ADMIN.
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.

ARTBASIC, Perspective,
Interior Design, Exterior
Design & Colour Theory.
Learn Art 5 months to be
a professional architect.
Only 2monthsfor Special
classes. Home tuition
also available. New
Vision Art Gallery and
Center,No 132 lift no: 4
BagayaRd, Sanchaung,
ShannLann Bustop, Ph:
09-2542-57911

MANDALAY Computer:
Computer for Kids,
Basic Accounting for
Job |-Office , Advanced
Excel Course, DTP
Course MYOB Software,

Peach Tree Software,
Window Shortcut
Course, Email & Internet
Course Mp3, Mp4, Video
Editing, Multimedia
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)

TERRAMYANMAR-
Land Survey Training
Course Contents (Basic)
Trigonometry, Angles,
bearings, azimuths &
coordinates, Leveling,
Topographic  survey:
field procedures, data
format, data download,
upload, data processing,
Construction  survey,
GPS Course Contents
(Advance) Coordinate
geometry, data
processing & map
compilation Coordinate
transformation, GIS data
collection & mapping,
Differential correction,
Static survey for GCP,
Network design &
Logistic plan, Baseline
processing & network
adjustment, PPK/Stop
& Go survey for GCP
& topo data collection,
GPS site calibration,
RTK Survey for setting
out&topodatacollection
No.Al, Shwe Ingyin
Housing, Thuwana
Juction, Thingungyun,
Tel: 01- 569944, 09-
4308-3273.

JPM Journeys Princess

Myanmar Travel &
Tours Domestic &
Int'l ticketion, Hotel
accommodation
bookings, Package
tours, Visa on arrival,
Publics buses, trains,
river boats, Off the
beatentrack, Individually
tailored incentive tours,
Special event tours,
Expert guides for all
journeys princess
Myanmar tours. Ph:
09-731-45835, 09-252-
030997. Email : jpm.
sales3@gmail.com,
jpm.rsvn@gmail.com

Public Notics

COMMUNITY Partners
International, Yangon
office relocated to the
following address- No.
(12/B), Hnin Si Lane,
Parami Road, Chawdwin
gone, Yankin Township,
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph: +
95 1 657909

THE ROYAL Embassy of
SaudiArabiais pleased
to invite pre-qualified
companies to tender for
supply and installation
of Physical Security
System at Embassy
Building. All interested
Tenders are required
in advance to purchase
the Documents for
specification and
General Contractual
terms, which will be
obtained from: The
Royal Embassy of
Saudi Arabia : No0.6S,
InyaYeiktha  Street,
Ward 10, Mayangone,
Yangon, Myanmar

Z% Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.
V£ TRTEWEFPHRSE

Prolessional Properties Rental Servic
- Every Year of the first month in January-

No Agent Fee

| )

Contact us: 094921 4276, 09 25270 3331
E-muail : power Tmay @gmail.com  web site : www.power Trealestate.com

Sell / Rent

KAMAYUT, Diamond
Condo, Pyay Rd, 1600
sgft, IMBR, 2BR, 3A/C,
f.f, 4300 Lakhs & 35
Lakhs, Call Owner: 09-
518-8320

Housing for Rent

PABEDAN, 3rd Flr, 27" St
(Middle), , 25'x50" (Lift),
2SR, 1MBR, 2 aircon, 7
Lakhs, Ph:09-510-4881,
09-730-73226.
BAHAN, (1)Pearl Condo
New Bld. 1600sqft,
1MBR, 2SR, ff, 25
Lakhs. (2)New University
Ave Rd, 2 FIr, 40'x 60',
3MBR, 5A/C, Ph, f.f, 25
Lakhs, (3) Yankin Centre,
1705 sqft, IMBR, 2SR,
Ph, 4A/C, f.f, 15 Lakhs
(5) New University Ave
Lane, 2FlIr, 22'x55,
1MBR, 1SR, f.f, 15
Lakhs, Maureen: 09-
518-8320.

OFFICE SUITES for
Lease, Pearl Centre,
Bahan Township, Kabar
Aye Pagoda Road. 500-
10,000 sqft available
at affordable rates.
Contact: 09 430 30 288
slee888@gmail.com
BRAND NEW 3 bedroom
Condominium on Strand
Rd with beautiful Pagoda
view. All rooms with
brand new aircons.
International standard
renovation, high quality
marble & teak timber
floor.  Partial/  fully
furnished. Monthly rental
US$2,900. (2).New 4
bedroom condominium
2000 sqft near Parkroyal
Hotel for rent. Top
quality renovation -6
Brand new aircons,
beautiful marble floor,
all bedroom high quality
teak wood flooring.
Partial/fully furnished.
US$4000. Please call
09-4210-50471 or email
yangonproperties@
gmail.com for viewing.
CONDO, Near University
avenue st & Yankin
center,1200 sqft, LIMBR,
2SR, fully furniture,USD
2500. Near Chatrium
hotel, 1200 sqft, IMBR,
2SR, fully furniture, USD
1500. Good for office and
coffee shop,1200 sqft, G
flr, hall type, inside 3 flat,
USD 1800. Kandawgyi
Condo, 1250sqft, IMBR,
2SR, fully furniture,
facing to Kandawgyi
view. USD 2500. Driving
from Sedona Hotel 10
minutes, Chan dar gon
young condo, swimming
pool, Gem, 5 stories,
free car park, 1250
sqft, IMBR, 2SR, fully
furniture, USD 1600. No
need agent, Ph:09-250
270 3331.
SANCHAUNG, 5th Floor,
Tha Yett Taw St, 12.5' x
50', Hall Type. Other
Inclusive:Sunshade &
Iron Bars on all windows
& doors. Negotiatable
price: Ks 550 Lakhs. Ph:
09-500- 2313

GOLDEN VALLEY, 7800
Sqft, 3 stories, 5SMBR,
fully furnish, 5 car park,
USD 25000. Golden
Valley, 5600 Sgft, 2
stories, 4MBR, USD
10000. Near Parami
Rd & Kaba Aye Rd,
4500 sqft, IMBR, 2SR,
Europeans house style
with lawn, 2 car park.
USD 5000. Near USA
Embassy & Seik Le
Kan dar St, 6300sqft,
2 stories, 2MBR, 2SR,
semi furniture, USD
7000. Near Weizayandar
St, 3000Sqft,3 stories, 2
MBR, 2SR, new building,
semifurniture USD 5000.
Ba Ho St, 6500 sqft, 2

stories, 8MBR, USD
10000. No need agent,
Ph: 09-2527-9 3331
HERITAGE office space
for rent, Fully renovated
office for rent, based in
a 100 year old heritage
building in downtown
Yangon on 44th street.
Total about 130 m2
(including mezzanine
and rooftop terrace)
on the first floor.
Separate entrance with
impressive antique
wooden staircase,
high ceilings and many
beautiful authentic
finishing’s. Ideal for
small organization
(5-8 staff) looking for
a representative and
tasteful office space
with character. 1500 Usd
/ month - 3 year contract
and monthly payment
possible. Available
from 1 February 2015.
Contact: edwinbriels@
gmail.com or 09-7319
9668

HIGHLAND Avenue, 7
Mile Pyay Rd, (Near
WHO, UNODC, UNOPS,
Sweden, Denmark,
Norway & Brazil
Embassies) 100x100,
4AMBR, 6AC, Semi
Furnished, Internet,
USD 6000, 9666745,
09-201-5143, Email:
yinyinkyil6@gmail.com
MYAYNIGONE, Newly
decorated apartment,
goodlighting &ventilation
<http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Ventilation_%
28architecture%29>h
igh floor, clear view to
Shwe Dagon Pagoda at
quiet location, walking
distance to Myay Ni
Gone City Mart, Dagon
Centre, close to Uwizara
Rd. Rental fee $1,000/
month.  Ph:09-2500-
84265, 09-2500-84265,
09-4306-7111.
BAHAN, Near Chatrium
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2
RC house, 3 Rooms
with Toilet, 3AC, 2
Cable phones, wide
Car Parking. USD 1700
per month, Ph: 09-312-
87827, 09-7958-84155.
SOUTH OKKALAPA,
Innwa St, Block 6, 75
metersaway from Thitsar
Road & Wayzayantar
Rd, 15 minutes drive
to Sedona Hotel, Kabar
Aye PagodaRd.19'x58";
5th FIr, Pile Foundation,
1MBR, 1SR, Kitchen,
living Rm, 1 Bathroom,
1 Toilet for common use,
Korea Parquet Flooring,
full furnished, 3 AC,
Beds, Mattresses, Gas
Cooker, Fridge, Washing
Machine, Settee forliving
room, Water heaters for
Bathroom, Own Meter &
Motor for Water Filling,
Underground  Water
Tank, 1000 L Overhead
Water Tank. Call 959 250
282 178,959 513 7629
MODERN House for Office
/ Residental : No.112 (D),
Thanlwin Rd (former
windermere)  Golden
Valley (1), Bahan, 2%
Storey-Building, 1MBR
(Bathroom attached),
3SR, DinningKitchenette,
Spacious living room,
Broad verandah Sky-
view, Nice Lawn &
Good ventilation, 3000
sqgft (total), Line phone
connected with internet,
6/8 Cars parking space
avaliable, Main Thanlwin
Rd, Connection both to
University Avenue Rd
and to Inya Rd, Subject
to negotiatlion oninterest.
Ph : 09-502-1117.
(1).NEARSHWEDAGON
Pagoda, near Embassy
area, new condominium,
1800 Sqft, 3 MBR, fully
furniture, USD 5000. (2).

Near Kandawgyi lake,
1250 Sqft, 1 MBR , 2
SR, semi furniture, USD
2500. (3).Near Junction
Square and SK hot pot,
4 FIr apartment , 1200
sgft, IMBR, 2SR, semi
furniture, 1500 USD.
(4).Near Park Royal
hote, condominium
pen house, 2000 Sqft,
1 MBR, 2 SR, fully
furniture, 4500 USD. (5).
Near Kandaw gyi hotel,
condominium, nice
view,2500 Sqft, 2 MBR,
2 SR, fully furniture, 5000
USD. Ph: 09-4921 4276.
(1).GOLDEN VALLEY,
Inyar Myaing St, 5600
Sqft, 3BMBR, 1SR, fully
furniture, 7000 USD.
(2).Golden valley,
Than Lwin street, 2 RC,
7500 Sqft, 5 MR, fully
furnished , USD 12000.
(3).Yankin, near Aung
Zayya St, 3RC, 5600
Sqft, 2MBR, 2SR, good
for residence. USD
4000. (4).Thuwana,
Bo Joke quarter, 2 RC,
7800 Sqgft, IMBR, 3SR,
good for use office, USD
4000. Ph: 09-2570
3331.

DAGON Tsp, Near Park
Royal Hotel, 2300 Sqft,
Composed of 6 rooms
(for living people or
office) Ground Floor,
3000 USD per month,
Ph: 09-312-87827.
DAGON, Near Park
Royal Hotel, 1250 Sqft,
One bed room with Toilet,
one single bed room. Lift,
fully furnished, 1400
USD per month, Ph: 09-
7958-84155.

OFFICE SPACE TO LET
3100 sgm available over
5 floors in a 12-storey
building with car park,
restaurant, multi function
hall and apartments.
Please contact - Ph:
09-2523-59355.
Email office-mm@
uniteammarine.com,
web: www .facebook.
com/officespaceyangon

Housing for Sale

BAGANLANDforsalel0,
acres.(US$ 3.5 lakhs)
only. Contact:Victor:09
4236 60602. Viber Ph:
61 469 049 713.
HMAWRBI just off street
land 12,acres for sale
suitable for to build up
factory, ware house
and etc:, just for US$
3.75,Lakhs only.Contact
Victor:09-4236-60602.
Viber mb:+61 469 049
713 Email: vtchit@gmail.
com

MAYANGONE, Muditar
Condo 1, 8 th Flr, 650
sqft, Parquet, lift, Special
Discount (Until 2014
Dec) Price - 275 lakhs.
Ph:09-2542-09327, 09-
730-28441, 01-226885
MAWLAMYINE, 2RC
(water + electricity
included), 60'x80', on
Bogyote Aung San
Rd, near Mawlamyine
University. Price:
negotiable. Ph: 09-515-
8738

KANDAWGYI CONDO,
nice view with all big
glass window around,
2 rooms, 2 bathrooms
and toilets, hot water
system., decorated
with european style and
standard quality, eighth
floor, 2200 sqft, 4000
Lakh. (nego:) Ph: 09-
7954-13742

(1)PEARL CONDO, 1750
sqft, New building,Good
water for 3500 Lakhs.
(4) Pyay Rd, Diamond
Condo, 1650 sqft, Nice
View, Newly Rm, Nobody
Stay there. 4500 Lakhs.
Call Maureen: 09-518-
8320.



THE MYANMARTIMES FEBRUARY 2-8,2015

[§:133CLASSIFIEDS

Employment

UN Positions

THE UNITED Nations
World Food Programme,
is seeking (1)Senior
Programme Assistant
GS-6, Magwe (Re-
advertise) WWW.
themimu.info/jobs-for-
myanmar-nationals.
Please  Email the
applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB
2 February 2015.

THE UNITED Nations
World Food Programme,
is seeking (1)Senior
Logistics Assistant
GS-7, Yangon (Re-
advertise)  (2)Senior
Security  Assistant
GS-6, Yangon (Re-
advertise) Please visit
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please email
the applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB
05 February 2015.

Ingo Position

(1)BRANCH WASH
Officer (Mogok) 1 post
(2)Field Assistant
(Malaria)(Maikai) 1
post (3)Field Assistant
(CP  (Bago) 1 post
(4)Field  Supervisor
(CPP) (Pyay/Bago) 2
posts.(5)Monitoring &
Reporting Officer (Nay
PyiTaw/Yangon) 1 Post.
Please send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society (Head
Office)Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com WWW.,
my anma-r
redcrosssociety.org.

MYANMAR Red Cross
Society is seeking (1)
Field Assistant - 1 Post
in Ywar Ngan: At least
minimum high school
level. lyears experience.
Excellent knowledge of
local language such as
Shan, Pa Oh is highly
diserable. (2)Finance
Assistant 1 Postin Hpa-
an: University degree &
account related degree
preferable. 3 years'
experience. Good
command of English.
Good computer skills.
Red Cross Volunteers
are preferable. Please

send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society Head
Office  Yazathingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw. Or

mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, Closing date:
6-2-2015

(1)LEGAL ADVISOR
(Nay Pyi Taw / Yangon)
1 Post (2)Logistics
Development Officer
(NayPyiTaw) 1 Post (3)
Restoring Family Link
(RFL)Coordinator (Nay
PyiTaw/Yangon) 1 Post.
Please send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com WWW.,
Myanmar redcross
society.org
(1)COMMUNICATION
Officer (Nay Pyi Taw)
1 Post. (2)Program
Coordinator Nay Pyi
Taw / Yangon) 1 Post
(2)Logistics  Officer
(Myitkyina) - 1 Post.
Please send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com WWW.
my anmar
redcrosssociety.org
(1)ADMIN  Assistant
(Ygn) 1 post 2)M &
E Officer (Taunggyi)
1 post. Please send
application letter, CV
& related documents
to  Myanmar Red
Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@

gmail.com WWW.
myanmarredcross
society. org

Local Positions

(1) TRAINEEAccountant
- M /F 1 Post (2)
Assistant Accountant-
M/F 1 Post (3) Senior
Accountant- M/F 1 Post
(4) Office Secretary /
Executive Secretary-
F 1 Post (5) Estate
Coordinator - F 1 Post
(6) Technical Assistant
— M 1 Post. For all posts
must be speak English.
Please submit CV with
necessary documents
to 17, Shwe Tha Pyay
Yeik Mon 2, Nawarat St,
10 South/North quarter,
Thaketa.Email-  wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com Ph:09-4211-66892
INTERNATIONAL
Managed 4 Star Hotel
with 111 rooms, 3 F&B
Outlets and Wellness
Center has vacancy
for the followings:
(1.)EAM Assisting
Hotel GM in overall
operations, Strong
Sales background, with
International hotels
experience (2)Sales
Managers: Responsible
for overall Hotel,
Banquet & Membership
sales. Managed Team
of Sales Executives.
Speak and write good
English with a good PR
approach. (3).Sales
Executives : Reporting
to Sales Manager for
the success of Sales
Team (4).Wellness
Manager: Able to
managed Center with
Gym, Salon & Wellness.
Responsible for P&Land
membership promotion.
(5).Salon Supervisor:
Able to managed the
Salon with profitability.
Good incentive. (6).
Wellness: Supervisor
.Managed  wellness
center profitability with
incentive. F&B Dept:
(7).F&B Manager to
managed F&B Operation
with  Good Banquet
operations background.
Staff training & under
stand local market
environment. (8).
Restaurant Manager.
Must able to managed
Western Restaurantand
Banqueting.(9).Sous
Chef: Int'l Trained cooks.
(10).Guest  Relation
Officer: Must speak and
write English. University
graduates. (11).Lobby
Duty Manager : With Int'l
hotel experience.. Speak
and write English. Have
a good PR approach.
(12).IT  Manager :
Incharge of Hotel IT
system. Int'l Hotel locally
or oversea experience
are preferred. Apply with
confidence with headline
of job apply to skyeogi@
gmail.com Closing date:
28, Feb. 2015.

INTER GROUP  of
companies is seeking

(1)Administrative
Assistant - F : Degree
Holder, 3 years
experience, Excellent
in English, Computer
literate. (2) Accounts
Executive - M/ F :ACCA
or B.Com, 3 years
experience in full set of
Accounts preparation,
Must have experience
in MYOB, Great team
player with excellent
communication &
interpersonal skills,
Able to multi-tasks and
meet tight reporting
deadlines, Excellent
in English, Computer
literate, Willing to travel
overseas for training and
must hold valid passport.
Please submit detailed
CVin person or by email,
stating your current &
expected salary, date
of availability, reason
for leaving and a recent
passportphototo: 7(D),
1st FIr, 6 Miles, Pyay
Rd, Hlaing, Yangon, Tel:
09-7310 5353, 09-7310
5340 Email:  hr-ygn@
icononline.net
(1)MARKETING
Manager - F 5 posts
must be interesting in
real estate business,
age between 25 to
35, good looking (2)
Computer- F 3 posts
word, Excel, page maker,
photo shop (3)Driver -M
3 posts 5 years license,
Age between 30 to 45
years old. contact phone
: 09-4201-14749, 09-
4211- 77105.

WANTED Office Staff.
Must be graduated.
Fluent in English, Good
knowledge in MS word/
excel. Able to work in
door/outdoor. Interested
person apply CV to
No0.243, 4" FIr, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Middle Block,
Kyauktada, Tel: 09-420
731246.

A RESTAURANT is
looking for a general

manager. 300,000
- 450,000 ks/month
and 5% profits,

cookiehustler@gmail.
com, 09-9729-93330

TURQUOISE mountain
is seeking experienced
architect  (individual
or practice) required to
undertake full measured
and condition survey of
historic building. Please
contact, email: harry@
turquoisemountian.
orgtel: 09-979-786 575.

ENGLISH speaking
& writing staff for
English magazine.
cnucontents@hanmail.
net ph: 09-4500-65916
GYMBOREE PLAY
& Music is seeking
Marketing : at least
1 year experience,

Good English speaking,
Basic computer skill,
Good character &
responsibility. Job
Details: to initiative
business development
activities. Conduct
market research
Contacting prospects,

negotiation and clients
visit. Job  Location:
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye
Pagoda Rd, Yangon.
Type of Employment:
Full time. About the
company: Gymboree
Play & Music is the
world’s leading parent-
child interactive play,
music and arts program
for  children  ages
newborn to five years.
Address : Block C, Pearl
Condo, 2 FIr, Bahan tsp.
Ph: 09-259-999113.

EXO TRAVEL is seeking
(1)French Speaking
Travel Consultant :
2 years experience
in  Tourism Industry
or Related field, Pro-
active, team spirit,
good organisational &
problem solving skill,
Strong sales & customer
service focus, Possess
computer proficiency
: MS office, Excellent
command of written &
spoken in French. (2)
English Speaking

Travel Consultant : 2
years experience, Pro-

Salary ~US$600 Please
submit to HR Dept of
Golden Hill Tower No.
24-26, KabaAye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp

AUNG Chan Tha Trading
Co., Ltd. is seeking (1)
Sales Executive - M
5 Posts : Any graduate
(More Preferable BE or
B Tech (Mechanical).
3 years experience.
Age 25-~30. (2)Sales
Engineer - M/F 10 Post
. Any graduate (More
Preferable A.G.T.l or B
Tech). Age 20~25. (3)
Engineer Trainee - M
10 Posts : BE, B Tech or
AGTI (Fresh graduate).
Age 20~25. (4)Office
Driver - M 2 Posts : 5
years experience. Kha
- valid driving license.
30-40 years. Interested
applicants are requested
to mail covering letter,
curriculum vitae, 2
passport photo &
photocopies of the
graduation certificates,
national  registration
card, labor registration
card, police clearance,

active & Team spirit,
good  organizational
and problem solving
skill, Excellent
interpersonal skills &
communication  skills,
Strong sales & customer
service focus, Possess
computer proficiency.
Good communication
in English. (Only those
with a genuine interest
in joining a professional
travel company for
long-term commitment
need apply.). Please
send a detailed resume
mentioning the reason
of leaving and attached
recent photo and other
relevant  documents
to HR Manager at
memecho@exotravel.
com.

GOLDEN HILL Tower is
seeking F&B Manager
- M/F 1 post : Proficient
in English four skills.
Proven experience using
computers especially
Office Application. A
university degree holder.
2-3 years experience.
Excellent interpersonal
& communication skills.
Able to work under
pressure. Commencing

household census list
to HR Manager, Aung
chan Tha Trading
Co., Ltd. 54 A, Kaba
Aye Pagoda Rd, Near
Nawaday Intersection,
Mayangone, Yangon
within 2 weeks.
BULGOGI BROTHERS
Korean BBQ Restaurant
is seeking (1)Kitchen
Staff - M/F 15 posts (2)
Service Staff - M/F 15
posts (3)Cashier - F
2 posts (4)Driver - M
1 post. All post have
basic English and work
experienceinsmilarfield.
No0.135/5, Mawyawaddy
Lane, 8.5 Mile,
Mayangone, Yangon.
Ph: 01-667061, 09-796-
307128, 09-730-90465.
Email: bulgogibrothers.
myanmar@gmail.com
MACHINERY & Solutions
Co.,Ltd is seeking (1)
Project Manager
(Government&Foreign
Investment Project) -
Any graduate with MBA.
5 years experience in
Engineering field. Age
35 ~ 45. (2)Logistics

Manager - 3 years
experience in Logistics/
Freight Forwarding

field. Well conversant in
English. (3) Business
Development
Executive - BBA or
B.A (English). Age 21 &
above. (4) Management
Trainee - Any
engineering graduate.
(5)Project/ Proposal
Engineer (Mechanical/
Electrical/ Petroleum/
Electronic) - Any
engineering graduate or
technical diplomaholder.
1 year experience. (6)
Site & QS Engineer
(Civil) - AGTI or BE
(Civil). 1yearexperience.
(7)Jdnr. Geologist - B.Sc
(Geology) Graduate.
(8)Accountant - Any
graduate with LCCI
Level 3 Holder. 1
year experience.
Experience or Training
in Computerized
Accounting  Software.
(9)Finance Manager -
5 years experience in
Finance field. ACCA, CP/
CPA qualification. (10)
Engineer/ Technician
(Valves Repair
Service) - Experience
in Valves Repair Service.
Prefer with overseas
experience. (11)Travel

Coordinator - Any
graduate with Travel
& Tour Experience.

Mainly, Fluentin English.
(4 skills). Age 20 ~ 40.
(12)Drivers - 3 years
driving experience.
Accommodation can be
provided. Competitive
salary shall be provided
to relevant personnel
with experience. Please
send complete resume
with expected salary to
hr.mnsenergy@gmail.
com, by 15" February,
2015

HORIZON International
School is looking for
(1).Translator - M/F 1
post (for Shukhinnthar
Campus): Age under 30,
Bachelor'sDegreeinany
field or Diploma in the
relevant field, Sufficient
work experience in
the related field, Good
command of translation
and typing skill (English
to Myanmar and
Myanmar to English)
Pleasant and helpful
personality. Interested
candidates can come
for between the office
hours. Please bring your
CV along with a copy of
your credentials (NRC
copy, House whole list,
Police Recommendation
Letter, Township
Recommendation letter
etc. to 235, Shukinthar
Myo Patt Rd, Taketa,
Yangon.Ph: 450396,
450397, Closing date :
February 07, 2015.
YANGON International
School (YIS) is looking
for candidates for the

following position.
Teacher Assistant
Requirements: A

bachelor degree holder,
good command of both
English and Myanmar
languages and ability

to work with expat
teachers. Please send
a CV and a brief cover
letter to twphyo@
yismyanmar.com or
YIS, 117, Thumingalar
Lannmagyi, Thumingalar
Housing, Thingangyun
Township, Yangon. Ph:
01 578171, 01 573149.
The positionis open until
filled.

OUR ORGANISATION
is a leading provider
of Project Engineering
and Engineering Supply
based in Myanmar. We
are in collaboration and
develop joint venture
with MNCs in Power,
Real Estate, Dairy
Farm and Agriculture

Sector is seeking(1)
Project Planning
Manager (2)General
Manager (Special
Project) (3)Business

Development Manager
(4)Personal Assistant
to CEO (Male Only) (5)

Operation  Manager
(Trading /  Power
Industry)  (6)Project

Sales Manager. Please
send CV & cover letter,
including your salary
expectations, to Email-
hr.stcl@supreme-
companies.com. You
can see more details of
Job Descriptions from
www.myanmarjobsdb.
com,www.myanmar-
network.net, www.work.
com.mm. The successful
candidates can expect
high competitive salary
and benefits.

WE are looking for
tuition teacher
Subject: Mathematics
(International ~ School
Syllabus), Language:
Mustbe teachin English.
Standard: Grade 9 (Year
10), Ph: 556899, 553759,
543376. Daw Khin Myo
Myat: 094210-26116.
WE are seeking Admin
Staff : Female 1 Post,
Any Degree Holder,
Japanese speaking
is preferable, English
speaking is also
OK, Good computer
proficiency, Able to work
independently with high
integrity. Interested
Candidates can able
to send the email to
myatthazin.fujita@
gmail.comorsentthe CV
to No (37), Rm (810) 8"
FIr, La Pyayt Wun Plaza,
Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Ph: 373634.
LOLC Myanmar
Microfinance Company
Ltd is seeking HR
Manager 1 Post in
Yangon Office: Possess
minimum of 2 - 3 years
of managerial level
experience. Age 30 to
50. AdegreeinHR orany
equivalent professional
qualification is a must.
A strong competency
in spoken and written
English is essential.
Interested and qualified
candidates are to submit
a cover letter & CV to
Careers@lolcmyanmar.

com,
WE are one of most
promising construction
equipment companies
in Myanmar, seeking (1)
Sales Executive - M 5
Posts, Any graduate
(More Preferable BE
or BTech (Mechanical),
3 years experience.
Age 25-~30. (2)Sales
Engineer - M/F 10 Post
: Any graduate (More
Preferable A.G.T.I or
BTech). Age 20~25. (3)
Engineer Trainee - M
5 Posts : BE, BTech or
AGTI (Fresh Graduate).
Age 20~25. Can travel.
(4)Office  Driver -
M 2 Posts : 5 years
experience, Kha - valid
driving license. 30~40
years. Can travel.
Applicants are requested
to mail covering letter,
CV, 2 passport photo &
necessary documents
to Aung Chan Tha
Trading Co., Ltd, HR
Manager : 54 A, Kaba
Aye Pagoda Rd, Near
Nawaday Intersection,
Mayangone, Yangon,
Tel: 657066, 657067,
Email: act-hr@act.com.
mm, hr.aungchantha@
gmail.com to within 2
weeks.

FU XING Brother Group
of Companies (Trading)
is seeking (1)Secretary
-F,Age 21 ~28, Chinese
language four skills,
computer skills, driving
skill, 2 years experience,
(2)Receptionist - F,
Aage 21 ~ 24, Chinese
language, good commu
nication skill, 1 year
experience. (3)Sales
Drive - M, Age 20 ~
30, 3 years experience,
holding valid driving
license. Ph: 09-310-
56674, 554140. Add : U
Chit Mg Housing,U Chit

Mg Rd, Tamwe.
A LEADING Shipping
Company, based in

Singaporewithbusiness
activities in freight
forwarding services is
seeking (1)Sales &
Marketing - 5 Posts :
Be adegree holder from
arecognized university,
Age above 25, Have
good grasp of the
English, Be a Computer
literate. (2)Customer
Service - 2 Posts (3)
Documenttation
- 4 Posts Be a
degree holder from a
recognized university,
Able to speak and write
English, Able to use
computer effectively.
(4)Receptionst - 2
Posts (Urgent) Be a
degree holder from a
recognized university,
Have positive attitude in
learning, Able to speak
English, Able to use
computer effectively
and efficiently; (5)
Driver 3 posts (Urgent).
Please send resume
and cover letter with
a recent photograph
by email to star2013.
collette@gmail.com

Vil
Q!

SMEC Myanmar is seeking the following short teams (6-8 months) posi-
tions to suppport it project team with respect to environmental and social
impact asses sment procedures for a proposed large infrastructure project.

Senior-Government liasion and stakeholder Specialist

The applicant must have more than 15 years of experience in leading.
Conducting in leading, conducting and organising stakeholder consulta-
tion. Position is based in Yangon but frequent travel to shan state.

Environmental imapct Asscessment Specialist

The applicant must have more than 10 years of experience in environmen-
tal and social impact assessment and related filelds.

Position is based in Yangon but frequent travel to shan state.

Hydrology, Sediment and Water Qaulity Specialist

The applicant should have tertiray qualifications in environmental sciences
or water resources engineering knowledge and experience in environmen-
tal and social impact assessments.
Position is based in Yangon but frequent tavel to shan state.

Please email applications and any enquiries to myanmar@smec.com by
Feburary. Ph : 01-8603578.

E7S SMEC
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SEGi

University &
Colleges

If you aspire to redefine the benchmarks of excellence in your field, we'd like to embrace that passion with you.Together, we
can Build Mutual Trust - what we hold dearly for every SEGian.We Enable Promising Minds with a holistic learning experience
and constantly rediscover new ways of Doing Things Differently in your lives.

FACULTY OF MEDICINE

Based In Sibu Sarawak, Malaysia

Academic: CLINICAL TEACHERS (s

MB.BS qualified doctors with at least 3 years postgraduation

MRCP/FRCP/FRCS/MRCOGIFRCOG or its equivalent.
¢ Internal Medicine « Dermatology * Paediatrics « Orthopaedics

" / Lecturer)

in Master of Medicine (M.Med) in related fields or

Mote: Candidates are preferred to have at least three years of teaching experience in the disciplines concerned.

The best in you, made

Only shortlisted candidates will be notified

With nearly 4 decades of maturity, we've now carved our brand promise that is
The Best inYou, Made Possible. Are you ready to embark on this journey to make a difference together?

Write in to:

SEGIi University Sdn. Bhd. (100582-U)
Human Resources Department

6th Floor, SEGI University

Mo. 9, Jalan Teknologi, Taman Sains Selangor,
Kota Damansara, PJU 5, 47810 Petaling Jaya, Selangor
E-mail: segiunihr@segi.edu.my

Visit segi.edu.my for more info
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Mountain bikers invade NPT

The second round of the year-long Cycle and Make a Difference Charity Series was
held in Nay Pyi Taw on January 24 and 25, featuring races for both road cyclists
and mountain bikers. The road race on January 24 was short and fast, starting with
35 kilometres (21.7 miles) on flat roads before tackling the steep, unrelenting 8km
climb to the peak of the inaccurately named Mount Pleasant. Chit Ko Ko, 23, was
first across the finish line in the men’s race with a time of 1 hour, 15 minutes and 55
seconds, while the women’s event was won by 24-year-old Thu Zar (1h 22m 20s).

The mountain bike race on the following day consisted of five laps of the tough
4.5km 2013 SEA Games circuit, for a total of 22.5km. The event was won by 18-year-
old Mann Tin Khung (1h 3m 55s). No women entered the mountain bike event.

The next round of the six-race series, sponsored by Myan Shwe Pyi Tractors
(MSP) and the Myanmar Cycling Federation, will take place in Mandalay in late
March. Photos: Supplied/MSP

MYANMARTIMES [dSundic:o IRRAWADDY

HEARTREAT OF THE MATHH —— GREEN TOWERS

Mpyanmar Times proudly announces...

- =
— |

—
)

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION

Irrawaddy Green Towers, one of the leaders in construction of cell phone towers in Myanmar, has sponsored a one-year subscription of
Myarnmar Times in both English and Burmese to 54 schools in Mandalay and Upper Myanmar, including orphanages,
monastic schools and government schools as part of IGT's corporate social responsibility program.

Pictured here, with glasses, is IGT's CSR Manager Tin Tun Zaw with a group of headmasters and staff from various schools
in Upper Myanmar at the Myanmar Times new Mandalay Bureau.

This special educational program — aimed at poor and rural students - is offered at a discount subscription rate and is open to all
companies, NGOs and associations that promote literacy and English training for needy students anywhere in Myanmar. I your
company would like to participate in our NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION program, please contact Myanmar Times Subscriptions
Manager Thuzar Winn at thuzarwinn@gmail.com or by telephone on 392928 or 253642. We will stamp each newspaper with your
company logo and we can help locate needy schools for you in a specific areas of Myanmar where your company would like to support
education. This is a great way especially for foreign companies coming to Myanmar to engage in effective CSR.

From all of us at Myanmar Times and Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.: THANK YOU IRRAWADDY CREEN TOWERS
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New faces join battle
unseat FIFA presiden

Candidates for FIFA’'s next president: (left to right) French ex-football player David Ginola, Chair of the Royal Dutch Football Association Michael van Praag,
former Portuguese football player Luis Figo, Jordan’s Prince Ali bin al-Hussein and Former FIFA deputy general secretary Jerome Champagne. Photo: AFP

HE race to dethrone FIFA

president Sepp Blatter took

a new twist last week when

Luis Figo joined the list of

candidates which already
includes fellow former player David
Ginola.

Former Portugal and Real Madrid
star Figo is now in the running along
with Asian Football Confederation
vice-president Prince Ali bin Al Hus-
sein, Dutch football chief Michael
van Praag, ex-FIFA executive Jerome
Champagne and former French winger
Ginola.

However, Harold Mayne-Nicholls,
the former head of the Chilean football
association, had still not entered the
fray as expected on January 28.

Blatter is bidding for a fifth term
when elections take place on May 29.

Van Praag argued that under Blat-
ter’s watch, football’s governing body
had become ridden with suspicion,
conflicts of interest and allegations of
nepotism and corruption.

“FIFA has lost all credibility. FIFA
has its back turned on the future,” said
Van Praag, who sent his candidacy let-
ter to FIFA’s headquarters in Zurich on
January 27.

His letter was accompanied by
backing letters of the five national foot-
ball associations of Belgium, Sweden,

Scotland, Romania, the Faroe Islands
- and the Netherlands.

“I believe the time has come to fol-
low the strength of my convictions,
to take responsibility. For this reason,
I have put myself forward as a can-
didate,” said Van Praag, who also an-
nounced he planned to stand for one
four-year term only.

Luis Figo
FIFA presidential candidate

“I care about football, so what I'm
seeing regarding the image of FIFA -
not only now but in the past years - I
don’t like it,” the 42-year-old Figo told
CNN.

“If you search FIFA on the internet

you see the first word that comes out:
scandal - not positive words. It’s that
we have to change first and try to im-
prove the image of FIFA. Football de-
serves much better than this.”

“I've been talking with so many
important people in football - play-
ers, managers, president of federa-
tions - and they all think that some-
thing has to be done,” added Figo,
who won the Ballon d’Or in 2000 and
was voted FIFA World Player of the
Year in 2001.

“Last year was the World Cup, I
was in Brazil and I saw the reaction
of all the fans regarding the image of
FIFA and I think something has to be
changed.

“Change in leadership, governance,
transparency and solidarity, so I think
it’s the moment for that”

Blatter, 78, is overwhelming fa-
vourite to retain the presidency in
the vote by the 209 member FIFA
executive.

But he has faced intense pressure
over the vote which gave the 2018
World Cup to Russia, and particularly
the following tournament set for Qa-
tar.

Qatar won the 2022 race despite
warnings about the dangers of playing
games in the Gulf’s searing summer
temperatures.

Moving to a winter World Cup for
the first time faces major opposition
from Europe’s top clubs who would be
forced into an eight week mid-season
break.

The Chilean had told the website
of CONMEBOL, the South American
confederation: “Once you decide to be
a candidate you have to convince 105
of 209 countries who are members of
FIFA, because that is what is needed
to win.

“We would have to develop a strat-
egy in which, obviously, CONMEBOL
is very important but from which we
can also seek votes in the other con-
federations because [South American
support] is not enough to win.”

He added that he had called for
“fresh air” in FIFAs leadership in a col-
umn written for Spanish newspaper El
Pais this year.

“What has happened lately has not
served the image of FIFA or, indirectly,
football.

“There is a complete disconnect
between what the fans think is needed
and the administration of the game.

“That leads me to believe that you
can both accomplish change while
maintaining what works well. I do
not think it is wise, in the long term,
to maintain both the same individuals
and structures.” - AFP

Myanmar
unveils SEA
Games sports
list

kyawzinhlaing.mcm(@gmail.com

LAST week, the Ministry of Sports of-
ficially announced the 31 events that
Myanmar nationals will contest at the
28" Southeast Asian Games, which
are scheduled to being on June 5 in
Singapore.

“We will compete with around 300
athletes in these games” said U Thaung
Htike, the Vice Minister for Sports, “I be-
lieve our athletes will be try their best.”

In addition to traditional events like
volleyball bandminton, this year’s games
will see Myanmar fielding athletes for
several events for the very first time.
These events include tennis, triathlon,
bowling, and squash.

“We aim to get [new] experience for
our athletes,” said U Thaung Htike, al-
though he was quick to emphasize that
winning medals will remain “a priority”
for the ministry and the athletes.

In the last SEA Games, held in Nay
Pyi Taw, Myanmar came in second for
overall medal count, winning 86 gold,
62 silver, and 85 bronze medals.

At the upcoming games, athletes and
members of the ministry are hoping to
firmly establish themselves as a force in
regional sports.

Singapore previously hosted the
Games in 1973, 1983 and 1993. This
fourth time hosting is especially signifi-
cant to the republic as it celebrates its
50" year of independence in 2015.

A member of the National Wushu team
competes at 2013 SEA Games. Photo:
Staff
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