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Heartbeat of the nation

Govt delays land-use 
policy after criticism
Policy will now be sent to cabinet at the end of March – three months later than originally 
planned – because of concerns it was being rushed through without proper consultation. NEWS 7
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Boom times for the budding private security sector 
A trainer at private security firm Aspect leads a training session for security guards at 
the firm’s Bahan township office. Aspect is one of about 25 security companies – up from 
just a handful five years ago – that are struggling to keep up with growing demand from 
embassies, NGOs and the private sector.
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Foreign investors tiptoe 
toward electricity   
There’s been a trickle of foreign 
investment coming to the power sector, 
but will it be enough to solve the 
country’s electricity woes in 2015?

NEWS 4

NLD election doubt   
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi says she 
will wait to see election rules before 
agreeing to contest 2015 vote.

Mandalay 
municipal 
poll likely  
in months

MANDALAY residents will soon get to 
follow their counterparts in Yangon to 
the polling booth to elect municipal 
officials.

Mandalay Region Hluttaw Speak-
er U Win Maung told The Myanmar 
Times last month that under a law 
passed in the second week of Decem-
ber, during the hluttaw’s 11th session, 
almost half of Mandalay City Devel-
opment Committee members will be 
chosen by popular vote.

The election will take place within 
three months, he said, and the elec-
tion commission formed for the vote 
will announce the polling date at least 
three weeks in advance.

At this stage the law has only been 
approved by parliament, however, and 
not yet been signed by Chief Minister 
U Ye Myint.

He could elect to send the law back 
to parliament with recommended 
changes, which could delay the elec-
tion timeline.

Under the current draft of the 
Mandalay City Development Law, 
which would replace legislation from 
1992, the seven-member committee 
could expand to have either 13 or 15 
members, U Win Maung said. 

Mg Zaw
Khin Su Wai
newsroom@mmtimes.com
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THE INSIDER: The local lowdown & best of the web

Independence Day issue of Bamar Khit (Bamar Era) Magazine, 1948.
Departing British governor Sir Hubert Rance depicted saying “Please take 
care of your children, and good luck.”

Once was Burma ...
From ‘The Myanmar Times’ archives

Myanmar likes big butts 
and data cannot lie
One of the more important pieces 
of data analysis conducted in 
2014, which offered some serious 
anthropological insights, was released 
in late December after statisticians 
from Pornhub and Youporn (the 72nd 
and 124th most popular sites on the 
web, respectively) got together to 
crunch numbers on popular search 
terms and map the results in order to 
answer the age-old question: boobs 
or butts?

Countries were mapped as either 
red or blue, depending on their 
preference: blue for boobs and red for 
butts. Almost all of Asia appeared as 
a blue titty stronghold, with Myanmar 
representing as an island of ass. 

As you head east towards the 
‘stans, rumps prevail. They also 
mapped other search terms like 
‘legs’,‘feet’ and ‘pregnant’, but 
it appears Myanmar was pretty 
lukewarm on those. The majority of 
foot fetishists are to be found in the 
Middle East.

That bums are a big deal here 
shouldn’t really be a surprise. Any 
woman who’s ever attempted to 
go shopping for underwear will be 
familiar will the phenomenon of the 
butt bra: a kind of Wonderbra for the 
behind that, once you’re aware of. will 
leave you regarding butts on the street 
with some suspicion. 

A Facebook page for posterior 
enthusiasts called Myanmar Model 
Buttocks, which carries the rather 
dubious acronym of MMBT, counts 
upwards of 85,000 fans (including at 
least seven Myanmar Times staff). The 
page posts images that cover the full 
spectrum of ass, from oiled-up thong-
clad booty to rather demure shots 

of htamein-swathed ‘tocks. Zune 
Thinzar, allegedly an actress, counts 
upwards of 90,000 Facebook followers 
– due in no small part to the constant 
stream of rear-end selfi es she posts.

(NZ) public rallies behind (one of) 
the VGastro Three
Beleaguered Kiwi bar manager Phil 
Blackwood is currently waiting to fi nd 
out just how strongly the long arm 
of the law feels about the Buddha 
headphones saga, sitting in Insein 
Prison along with two local staff.

Some of Phil’s friends back home 
in Aotearoa have set up a page on New 
Zealand crowdfunding site GiveALittle 
(pronounced “guv-a-luttle”), in order 
to raise money for his legal costs.

“Phil Blackwood is a typical kiwi 
guy, working hard to help his young 
family. Phil is currently imprisoned 
and needs your help.”

“Phil was imprisoned in December 
2014 while working as a bar manager 
in Myanmar due to an advertising 
campaign which breached local laws. 
Phil was not aware he was breaking 
the law and has apologised for his 
mistake. Please help Phil with his 
legal costs so that he can come 
home. He is a great guy who would 
do anything to help anyone,” the 
page reads. Donations at the time of 
printing had tipped the $1,635 mark, 
although those are probably New 
Zealand dollars so if you can spare a 
penny, it would likely be appreciated. 

As far as we’re aware, there has 
not yet been a Kickstarter campaign 
launched for his local coworkers who 
are facing similar charges.

The truth is out there
Tin foil hat wearers and UFO truthers 
the world over will have rung in 
the New Year with plenty to ponder, 

after the CIA revealed at least half 
of sightings of unusual craft in the 
50s was simply them testing out 
their new toys. A tweet sent from the 
offi cial CIA account on December 29 
revealed the agency’s most popular 
article for 2014 was on the subject: 
“Reports of unusual activity in the 
skies in the ‘50s? It was us.” While 
this certainly goes some way to 
explaining the boom in sightings 
in a fairly concentrated area (if you 
Google ‘aliens’ and ‘Myanmar’ the 
results are unsurprisingly, distinctively 
terrestrial), many UFOlogists are not 
satisfi ed they’re getting the whole 
truth. So, it’s all well and good and 
nice to hear people haven’t lost their 
hobbies overnight, but I think I speak 
for everyone when I say I still want to 
know what’s making those damn crop 
circles.

In brief:
Story about Beyonce and Jay-Z 
visiting Bagan gains more traction 
on social media than anything about 
Letpadaung, something journalists 
and activists alike are calling 
“very depressing” and “a damning 
indictment on the modern condition”

Next week:
Man celebrates third anniversary of 
having a LinkedIn presence, yet to 
have any opportunities come of it

Experts concede it’s “hard to 
say” if run on aluminium foil can be 
attributed to a surge in yaba use or the 
proliferation of conspiracy theories

Puppy vendors near Bogyoke left 
with major stock surplus as winter 
temperatures reduce collateral losses 
from suffocation, dehydration

Patent advisory:
Umbrella selfi e sticks

Media mogul and alleged reptilian Rupert Murdoch enjoys a jaunt to the 
archipelago, considers billionaires exempt from the label of ‘tourists’

‘Also connoisseurs 
of the derriere, it 
would appear, were 
Bhutan, North 
Korea, Mongolia 
and East Timor.’
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FOR the first time in more than 60 
years, publicly elected representatives 
will take up seats in City Hall in the 
second week of January. The winners 
of the Yangon City Development Com-
mittee election on December 27 will 
hold their positions for 15 months 
before fresh elections are held, after 
which terms will be for five years. The 
Myanmar Times profiles the winners 
from each of Yangon’s four districts, 
who will each have a seat on the nine-
member YCDC.

Southern district
The representative for Yangon’s south-
ern district, U Aye Min, is a physician. 
He says his priorities while in office 
will be tackling public health issues 
such as waste collection and the use of 
chemical dyes in food.

While he is unsure as to the best 
way to address these problems, he said 
he will initially focus on public aware-
ness campaigns.

 “I’ll make vinyl signboards warn-
ing about the incorrect use of chemi-
cal dyes in foods and put them up in 
markets and small shops,” he said.

Beside these problems, U Aye Min 

said he is eager to improve transpar-
ency at YCDC. At the same time, he is 
unsure how much information he will 
be able to release to the public.

“I would love to tell the public what 
happens at every meeting but there 
might be [some restrictions] because 
of the Secrets Act,” he said. “People 
need [transparency]. Whether we can 
or cannot do something, we must be 
transparent about so that people will 
understand that we have made a deci-
sion for the right reason.”

Western district
The winner from the city’s western 
district was U Khin Hlaing, who 
owns Zawtika Group of Companies. 
His business empire is most well- 
known for its monk robes, book 
shops and a shopping centre near 
Shwedagon Pagoda.

He said he will break his 15-month 
term up into five sections, with differ-
ent goals for each three-month block.

During the first three months, he 
will conduct research on all 21 YCDC 
departments. The rest of his term will 
be spent reforming the committee’ fi-
nancial, HR, accounting, legal and in-
ternal affairs, he said.

To improve its financial position, 
he plans to introduce greater account-
ability in taxation and expenditure. 
On legal reform, he plans to work with 
regional hluttaw MPs on amending 
outdated laws.

However, he declined to offer any 

specifics when contacted last week.
“I don’t want to disclose these facts 

as it will create tension within [YCDC]. 
It is not so good to say big words be-
fore you start,” he said. “To implement 
a strategy, you can’t broadcast it to 
everybody.”

He has also promised to hold a 
monthly press conference to explain 
YCDC activities.

Northern district
U Khin Mg Tint won the vote in Yan-
gon’s northern district, but his victory 
was highly controversial. 

His competitors have alleged that 
he broke the election laws by having 
his agents distributing voting cards 
with a tick next to his photo.

An official complaint is soon ex-
pected. Under the YCDC election 
law, the complainant will have to pay 
K500,000 and then an official from 
the commission will investigate the 
allegations. 

The law does not state what will 
happen if he is ruled ineligible. The 
election commission will have to de-
cide whether to accept the runner-up 
or to hold another vote.

Eastern district
As in the western district, the eastern 

district winner is a business identity: 
Sakura U Htay Aung. 

He said he plans to reduce centrali-
sation within YCDC.

 “I am going to meet with township 
and district YCDC officials and share 
authority with them. If we can do it 
then it would be more convenient for 
people,” he said. 

Before he takes up his position 
he plans to meet his constituents to 
thanks them for their support. He has 
also pledged to hold a public meeting 
with them each month.

“I gave my [phone] number to 
them. They can call me if they have 
any inconvenience because of YCDC … 
I will do whatever I can.”

Yangon’s municipal election: the results

News 3www.mmtimes.com News editor: Thomas Kean | tdkean@gmail.com

A 13-member committee would 
have six elected representatives – 
one from each township – while a 
15-member body would have seven. 
The current mayor, U Aung Maung, 
will keep the top job, while the 
deputy mayor would be one of the 
elected representatives. 

Unelected members on the com-
mittee will be mostly technocrats, 
including engineers, doctors and 
lawyers, appointed by the regional 
government.

Under the law, candidates must 
be at least 30 years of age, be born 
of parents who are both Myanmar 
citizens, hold a bachelor degree and 
have lived in the township in which 
they are standing for election for at 
least 10 years. Candidates or their 
relatives must also own property in 
that township.

As in Yangon’s municipal election, 
only the head of each household will 
be allowed to vote.

Mandalay residents said they had 
heard nothing about the impending 
vote.

“I didn’t know anything about 
it,” said U Tin Mg Tun, 65, from 
Chan Mya Tharsi township. “Re-
cently the ward authorities col-
lected information about our 
household and said it was for the 
election, but they didn’t mention 
what type of election.”

MCDC joint secretary U Thet Na-
ing Tun said he had not yet been in-
structed to begin preparing for the 
election. 

He said he expected an election 
commission would be formed to 
oversee the vote but was unsure on 
the details because the law was draft-
ed by the Mandalay Region Hluttaw 
rather than MCDC.

continued from news 1

What’s next for YCDC poll winners?

Votes cast: More than 106,000
Eligible voters: 401,634

Winners
City-level committee
Eastern district: U Htay Aung
Western district: U Khin Hlaing
Southern district: U Aye Min
Northern district: U Khin Maung 
Tint

District-level committees 
Eastern: U Myint Thein (chair); 
U Soe Tun (expert representative); 

Daw Thida Oo (social organisation 
representative)

Western: Dr Tin Tun (chair); Daw 
Lae’ Lae’ Win (expert); U Tin Sein 
(social organisation)

Southern: U Zaw Win (chair); U 
Win Naing (expert); U Khin Maung 
Lin (social organisation)

Northern: U Min Han (chair); U 
Zaw Myint (expert); Daw Thin Thin 
Khaing (social organisation)

Noe Noe Aung Kyaw Phone Kyaw

A Yangon resident votes in the Yangon 
municipal election on December 27. 
Photo: Zarni Phyo

Former citizens dominate PR applications

FORMER Myanmar citizens com-
prise almost two-thirds of those who 
have taken out application forms for a 
newly launched permanent residency 
program, an official said last week.

The program was launched in 
December and is targeted at skilled 
foreigners and investors. It has been 
criticised by exiled politicians, who say 
many of the conditions imposed on PR 
holders are unfair and contrary to ear-
lier promises.

On December 29, the govern-
ment began distributing the appli-
cation forms through a new office 
on Yangon’s 37th Street in Kyauk-
tada township.

Daw Thidar Aung, the head of the 
office’s Permanent Residency Section, 

said 167 people had taken out applica-
tions by the end of the first week, in-
cluding 98 former citizens. 

Only three were foreign experts 
and investors, while the rest were con-
sidered “social” applicants.

She said she had no further infor-
mation on those who had taken out 
forms. 

“We are just distributing the appli-
cation forms, answering inquiries and 
explaining the process,” she said.

Daw Thidar Aung said the office 
had not yet begin accepting applica-
tions but expected to announce a date 
within two weeks.

Myanmar embassies will also be 
able to accept applications from for-
mer citizens, she said.

“When we launch the online ap-
plication process, it will be possible 
[for former citizens] to apply through 

embassies because they don’t need to 
have lived in the country for one year 
before submitting the application,” she 
said.

Yangon resident U Aye Myint said 
he had inquired at the 37th Street office 
about the permanent residency pro-
gram last week for a friend.

“He is a former citizen who now 
lives in Taiwan. The three-month visas 
were not very convenient for him to do 
business,” he said. 

While the PR program is open to 
those who have taken up foreign citi-
zenship, it excludes those who have 
received political asylum or been clas-
sified as a refugee.

Those accepted are eligible for PR 
status for five years. Applicants must 
pay a US$1000 non-refundable appli-
cation fee and a $1000 annual fee. The 
fees are halved for former citizens.

Sandar Lwin
sdlsandar@gmail.com
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Speaker urges civil society to 
push hluttaw on amendments

HOUSE speaker Thura U Shwe Mann 
has invited civil society organisations 
to go through parliament if they want 
changes in the law. The representa-
tives of several civil society organisa-
tions told the speaker at a meeting 
last week at Yangon Regional hluttaw 
of laws they wanted passed, abolished 
or amended.

The meeting was organised by 
the speaker in order to hear the con-
cerns of civil society leaders and was 
the first of its kind held.

Thura U Shwe Mann advised 
them to discuss their proposals di-
rectly with parliament as it would 
be faster than lobbying government 
ministries.

“Make sure you clarify exactly 
what you want. Then the members, 

committees and commissions of the 
hluttaw will investigate and consider 
amendments,” he said.

“When a complaint is submit-
ted to the hluttaw, the responsi-
ble groups will check whether any 
change is in the public interest or 
not. If so, they proceed to the next 
step,” he said.

According to Thura U Shwe 

Mann, 126 laws have been repealed, 
amended or enacted, while 40 bills 
are under discussion in the Pyithu 
Hluttaw and the Amyotha Hluttaw. 
Another 10 have been sent to parlia-
ment by the government and other 
organisations since the last session 
ended in November.

Civil society leaders told The My-
anmar Times that they welcomed 
the opportunity to put forward their 
concerns directly to the speaker.

U Ba Oke Khaing, chair of the 
Myanmar Consumers’ Rights Pro-
tection Association, who attended 
the meeting with the speaker, told 
The Myanmar Times he used the 
meeting to give the speaker and 
other parliamentarians an open 
letter outlining the need for chang-
es to the National Food Law. “Now 
we have to see whether it works or 
not.”

Lun Min Mang 
lunmin.lm@gmail.com

A civil society representative speaks at a meeting with speaker Thura U Shwe Mann on December 30. Photo: Zarni Phyo

NLD refuses 
to commit to 
2015 election

THE opposition National League for 
Democracy might not take part in this 
year’s general election, its leader, Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, hinted last week, as 
she also questioned the government’s 
achievements since 2011.

Just before the monthly broadcast 
by President U Thein Sein, in which he 
said 2015 would be a remarkable year 
in Myanmar politics, the NLD chair 
seemed to adopt a wait-and-see atti-
tude to the vote.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told the me-
dia at a December 30 press conference 
that the NLD was concerned about pos-
sible rules that could restrict the party’s 
ability to contest the election. Whether 
the party contests “depends on the situ-
ation”, she said. 

“We don’t know what kind of rules 
and regulations may be in force. We 
will wait and see,” she said. 

The NLD is not the only party refus-
ing to commit to the election. The Shan 
Nationalities League for Democracy 
party, which boycotted the 2010 gen-
eral election, has also not yet decided to 
contest the vote. “We will make an an-
nouncement after the Union Election 
Commission declares the election date. I 
think they will announce it in June,” said 
general secretary U Sai Nyunt Lwin.

Speaking on January 1, President U 
Thein Sein urged all parties to partici-
pate in the electoral process. “The 2015 
elections will mark the first time since 
our independence when elections will 

be contested by all the political stake-
holders freely and fairly,” he said, add-
ing that 2015 would be “shaped by the 
elections and by the efforts of all politi-
cal stakeholders to find the right solu-
tions through the electoral process”.

During the past four years, the gov-
ernment has carried out improvements 
and scored successes in political, eco-
nomic and social affairs, President U 
Thein Sein said in his radio broadcast. 

However, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
disputed this claim at her press confer-
ence, telling reporters that parliament 
was a more effective institution than 
the government. While citing what 
she called the willingness of parties in 
both hluttaws to work together in the 
national interest, the NLD leader said 
she could not identify a single success 
on the part of the government.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi even dis-
missed the government’s tenure as 2014 
chair of ASEAN, saying it had not im-
proved the lives of Myanmar citizens. 

“There has been cooperation be-
tween the [political] parties in the na-
tional interest,” she said. “The NLD is a 
minority in the hluttaw … but some of 
the proposals raised by NLD represent-
atives were approved or successful.”

“The executive sector, however, I 
could hardly call successful.”

But presidential spokesperson U 
Ye Htut challenged this view. “Citizens 
know their political and economic 
rights. Their right to speak freely has 
been promoted. The culture of exclud-
ing parties opposed to the government 
has given way to a culture of round-
table talk,” he said.

“We accept that we still face chal-
lenges on the journey. But much has 
been achieved, and Daw Suu should ac-
cept this,” he said.

Ei Ei Toe Lwin Lun Min Mang

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi also says the government has 
few achievements to show for its four years in power

126
Laws that have been repealed, 

amended or enacted since the hluttaw 
was formed in 2011







THE government has delayed the in-
troduction of a controversial land-use 
policy by at least three months in or-
der to conduct further public consulta-
tions, an official has confirmed.

The Land Use Allocation and Scru-
tiny Committee, the body that drafted 
the policy, had planned to finalise the 
policy in December, after conducting 
public consultations in November. 
Weighing in at almost 100 pages in 
Myanmar language, the policy was 
released to the public in October af-
ter being in development since June 
2013.

The committee held 17 meetings 
in all 14 states and regions during 
the consultation period, most of 
which were attended by a few hun-
dred people. 

But it had come in for criticism 
because of the seemingly short time 
allocated for public feedback. U Tin 
Maung Than, a deputy director of the 
Ministry of Environmental Conserva-
tion and Forestry’s Land Office, said 
one of the main issues raised at public 
consultations was the need for more 
time to gather opinions.

“It is not a postponement. The 
process is continuing but we will take 

more time for public consultations,” 
said U Tin Maung Than. 

“The new policy will be sent to the 
cabinet at the end of the March after 
holding an expert meeting and a na-
tional forum,” he said.

According to the revised schedule, 
the expert meeting is planned to be 
held at the end of January and the 
national forum in February. Members 
of the public can submit feedback 
through to the end of January, he 
said.

Civil society leaders said they wel-
comed the extension.

“I’m glad to hear that the consulta-
tion process has been extended and we 
will read the draft and send our sug-
gestions,” said U Thein Aung, the head 
of the Freedom of Farmers League. 

“I thought the process had finished. 
Because I was busy I didn’t even have 

a chance to finish reading the draft be-
fore their deadline,” he added. 

Land Core Group head U Shwe 
Thein, who attended nine of the 17 
meetings, said there had been good 
participation at the meetings but a fre-
quent complaint was the lack of infor-
mation the government had released 
about the policy.

“Some [meetings] were well-pre-
pared and papers were even distrib-
uted to attendees at some meetings. 
However, there were serious com-
plaints about how rushed the process 
was and the lack of information,” he 
said. 

“Participants also expressed con-
cern [that the policy] would override 
the existing land disputes and the 
rights of smallholder farmers,” he said. 

U Tin Maung Than said the com-
mittee is now compiling the public 
feedback and will release it at the ex-
pert meeting next month.

“We are doing data analysis. It will 
be distributed at the expert meeting 
where the experts will also discuss the 
draft policy,” he said.

Civil society groups say they should 
be invited to take part in the expert 
meeting.

“Attendees at the consultation 
meetings demanded more involve-
ment from their representatives and 
those whom they trust in the drafting 
the policy,” U Shwe Thein said.

U Tin Maung Than said CSOs 
should put forward a proposal to at-
tend the meeting.

“The committee will accept the civ-
il society proposal to attend the meet-
ing and invite them,” he said.

The land-use policy will form the 
basis of a National Land Use Law 
that is being simultaneously drafted 

by the committee and will be sent 
to the parliament for approval. Par-
liament will conduct its own public 
consultations on the draft law, which 
the committee expects to be enacted 
this year.

News 7www.mmtimes.com

A farmer works beside a field in Ayeyarwady Region. Photo: Christopher Davy

Govt responds to public 
concerns on land policy

‘There were serious 
complaints about 
how rushed the 
process was and the 
lack of information.’

U Shwe Thein 
Land Core Group

Sandar 
Lwin

sdlsandar@gmail.com
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The rise of 
private security

COMBAT veterans and retired police 
officers do not seem like the type to be 
found regularly inside a classroom, but 
lessons are a fact of life for staff at secu-
rity firm Aspect.

The day The Myanmar Times vis-
ited Aspect’s Bahan township office last 
month, 30 mostly middle-aged men 
were crowded in a basement, seated at 
desks and listening attentively to the 
instructor preparing them for their fi-
nal written exam.

The test covers everything from the 
process of detaining suspicious persons 
and reporting faulty office equipment 
to the correct way to iron and wear a 
uniform. Those that pass can expect 
to work for Aspect clients such as the 
Turkish embassy, Horizon Internation-
al School and several United Nations 
offices, or as plainclothes bodyguards 
for individuals.

The majority of the company’s re-
cruits come from the armed forces, 
Aspect owner and general manager U 
Myo Nyein said. As if on cue, the ca-
dets leap from their benches to stand 
at attention when their boss enters the 
room.

U Myo Nyein returned from Singa-
pore in 2009 to start the company. He 
has quickly found himself at the centre 
of a boom for private security services.

During a tour of the Aspect office 
and classroom, U Myo Nyein said his 
organisation is continuously running 
new training courses but still has to 
turn away business. 

While the UN is its most high pro-
file client, it is among the least lucrative 
of Aspect’s jobs, having raised its pay-
ment per guard only once in five years.

“For UN business, our profits are 
very small … But it’s ok for us [because] 
it’s good for our image,” he said.

U Myo Nyein is not the only one 
taking advantage of the present boom, 
which is being driven by demand for 
guards at offices and retail and hospi-
tality sites, such as hotels, banks and 
INGO offices. Industry sources say 
there are more than 25 firms in the  

sector, up from just a handful five years 
ago.

In the coming years, however, ex-
perts forecast that extractive projects 
and other large-scale industries will 
drive demand for private guards.

Riding on this growth, exhibition 
organiser MP Singapore has already 
begun publicising “Myanmar Security 
Expo”, scheduled for next October in 
Yangon.

The company says demand is be-
ing driven by the reforms initiated by 
President U Thein Sein’s government, 
which have resulted in sanctions be-
ing lifted and sections of the economy 
liberalised. As a result, many interna-
tional firms have begun to enter the 
market.

“We see great opportunities and 
wish to encourage international play-
ers to join us to explore this emerging 
market,” said MP Singapore executive 
director Jason Ng.

Private security firms are relatively 
new in Myanmar. Under the military 
regime, security for large projects was 
regularly handled by the military, often 
with disastrous results. 

One infamous example was the 
Yadana gas pipeline, a joint venture be-
tween the government and the oil com-
panies Total and Unocal. Construction 
on the pipeline linking the Yadana field 
and Thailand began in the early 1990s 
in Tanintharyi Region.

The project was plagued by wide-
spread reports of military personnel 
assigned to provide security commit-
ting human rights abuses. Eventually, 
after a lengthy court battle, Unocal – 
now Chevron – was forced by a United 
States court to pay damages to a group 
of villagers in 2005.

Another local example is the Let-
padaung copper mine, where police 

have helped to secure the mine and its 
workers but also broken up protests 
and strike camps. On December 22, one 
woman was killed when police fired on 
demonstrators who were trying to stop 
fencing work on disputed land.

Vicky Bowman, director of the My-
anmar Centre for Responsible Busi-
ness, said these incidents illustrate why 
large-scale extractive companies across 
the world have come to rely on private 
security firms.

“Generally, companies try to keep 
public sector [security] providers as far 
away as possible as it tends to aggra-
vate the situation,” she said.

Beyond potential lawsuits and bad 
PR, Ms Bowman said US sanctions will 
make companies even more wary of 
engaging with the military in any way. 
“That’s just not an option that any of 
them are remotely considering.”

However, they have come to terms 
with the fact that in Myanmar – like 
many countries – the private security 
firms they engage will likely be owned 
and staffed by former members of 
the military and police force,  such as 
those training at Aspect’s office last 
month.

Ms Bowman, who advises a number 
of multinational companies through 
her work at the centre, said many com-
panies in need of guards are also em-
bracing a local approach, where guards 
are recruited from communities near 
their project.

“Generally, when you’re an extrac-
tive industry the best possible practice 
is to hire people from the local commu-
nity, because it’s a creator of jobs.”

It’s a method that security ser-
vices firm Scipio, which counts Hal-
liburton as a client, also employs. 
Managing director Adam Castillo, a 
former marine, said his company’s 
recruitment strategy is similar to the 
methods he used in the US military 
while serving in Afghanistan: reach 
out to local communities, win hearts 
and minds.

Even with imported best-practices, 
some worry that the growing use of pri-
vate security firms will lead to legal and 
human rights-related issues. 

Daniel Aguirre, a Yangon-based le-
gal adviser, said much of the country’s 
wealth of economic resources is located 
in its most dangerous and volatile ar-
eas, where rule of law is weakest.

Holding companies responsible for 
the actions of private security firms will 
also be difficult. “The private security 
companies are hired as sub-contractors 
by local subsidiaries of the main inves-
tors and are difficult to connect legally 
with the parent company. This reduces 
the company’s liability.”

Another issue is the lack of regula-
tions specifying the duties and limits 
on authority of private security com-
panies. Locally, private security firms 
need only to apply for the same operat-
ing licence as any corporation or medi-
um-sized enterprise, and there are no 
rules or standards for recruitment and 
training.

But this is not a problem limited to 
Myanmar, according to Mr Aguirre.

“At the international level there 
is the International Code of Conduct 
for Private Security Service Providers, 
based in Geneva,” he said. 

“This is a voluntary, non-binding, 
industry initiative that lacks oversight 
and has no enforcement mechanisms.”

Aspect security has already gained 
experience working in volatile situa-
tions. Its staff were on the ground in 
Sittwe in March when mobs of angry 
Rakhine Buddhists attacked several 
large aid agencies. 

U Myo Nyein said his guards fol-
lowed the strict crowd-control and de-
escalation procedures they had learned 
in Yangon, and this helped to ensure 
there was no major damage.

For him, it was proof that no mat-
ter how the industry changes, they 
have the model for success. “We find 
the old but trusted men, and then we 
train them, and then we send them [to 
where they’re needed].”

‘The private security 
companies are hired 
as sub-contractors 
... this reduces the 
company’s liability.’

Daniel Aguirre 
Yangon-based legal adviser

Bill 
O’Toole

botoole12@gmail.com

Trainee security guards study in a basement classroom at Aspect’s Yangon headquarters. Photo: Zarni Phyo

The influx of foreign businesses, embassies and NGOs has led to a recent boom in the private security sector –  
but are guards equipped with the skills and knowledge to secure potentially volatile development projects? 
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firms, up from a handful five years ago
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Mogok residents object 
to gem association HQ

RESIDENTS and environmental activ-
ists in the famed ruby-mining town of 
Mogok have objected to a construction 
project beside an iconic lake in the 
town’s centre. 

The project is slated for parkland 
beside the lake and would house the 
Mogok Gem and Jewellery Entrepre-
neurs’ Association headquarters and 
possibly other buildings, officials say.

The lake and adjoining park is 
regularly pictured in photographs and 
paintings that depict the town and 
conservationists say its beauty would 
be damaged by the new buildings.

A spokesperson for the Sein Lan 
Mogok environmental conservation 
group said residents only objected to 
the choice of location.

“This is only public space in town 
and houses our monument sign,” 
Mogok resident U Soe Myint said.

“If this place is replaced with build-
ings, we won’t have any monument 
in town in the future,” he said. “This 
project is well intended but we’ve ob-
jected to its location.”

U Soe Myint added that offi-
cial complaints and objections have 
already been submitted to both 
the Mandalay Region and Union  
governments.

A Mogok Gem and Jewellery En-
trepreneurs’ Association spokesper-
son said the project had already been 
approved by the regional govern-
ment and would encourage economic 
growth by drawing foreign gem buyers 
to the town.

Associate secretary U Tun Oo said 
he was confident that the project 
would proceed, despite the objections.

He added that gem associations are 
already established in Yangon, Manda-
lay and Nay Pyi Taw but not in Mogok, 
where most of the country’s gems are 
mined.

“There will be gem laboratories in 
the office building,” said U Tun Oo, an 
associate secretary at the association. 
“The project is planned to offer a one-
stop service for foreign buyers.”

He suggested the development is 
likely to be much larger than just the 
association’s headquarters.

“But we have yet to consider con-
struction of other buildings, such as 
hotels and shopping malls, which will 
lead to jobs for young people.”

But U Soe Myint said the project 
would not bring extensive economic 
growth to the town. 

“If they really want to boost the 
town’s economic growth, I say let the 
small-scale dealers operate freely in 
the gems market. The market has been 
monopolised by big entrepreneurs,” he 
said.  

“Our young people are working in 
other cities and towns. This project 
is not an effective resolution for such 
problems.”

Residents are also concerned that 
a Pyithu Hluttaw representative is 
chairing the association.

“A parliamentary representative 
should not be chairing a gem associa-
tion,” said Daw Pwint Phyu from Sein 
Lan Mogok. “They are elected by the 
people so they have to work for the in-
terests of the people.”

She said even some of the gem as-
sociation’s more than 1000 members 
have objected to the project. 

“There are no factories in Mogok 
so the town is still clean and we need 
to maintain this status. Shwedagon 
Pagoda is an historic monument of 
Yangon, while the moat is a part of 
Mandalay’s heritage. All our town 
has is this lake,” Daw Pwint Phyu 
said. 

The lake covers 16 acres and is sur-
rounded by 14 acres of park. A project 
to build a special eye-care hospital on 
the land is also facing objections. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Residents look out over Mogok from a hilltop pagoda. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Si Thu 
Lwin

sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com
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Myanmar quietly 
gets the job done

SHRUGGING off the scepticism that 
attended its assumption of the chair of 
ASEAN a year ago, Myanmar is now 
widely considered to have passed an 
important test. As Malaysia, its succes-
sor, prepares to take up the gavel, a re-
view of the year’s events looks largely 
positive for Nay Pyi Taw.

Still, the prevailing sentiment is 
one of relief – that of someone who 
has successfully carried a large tray of 
crystal glasses across a polished mar-
ble floor without dropping it – rather 
than of solid achievement.

On taking over from Brunei,  

Myanmar faced a daunting list of 
internal and external challenges. 
Observers wondered whether the in-
coming chair could handle its obliga-
tions in terms of protecting human 
rights, handling its ethnic-group 
problems, guiding forward the peace 
process and managing the Rohingya 
issue. External issues included the 
South China Sea disputes, North Ko-
rean nuclear testing, and the trian-
gular relationship between ASEAN, 
China and the United States.

President U Thein Sein announced 
that the theme for Myanmar’s lead-
ership of ASEAN would be “Moving 
forward in unity, toward a peaceful 
and prosperous community”. In doing 
so, it would conform to ASEAN’s two 
governing principles, non-interference 
and consensus, and the use of quiet 
diplomacy.

For instance, with regard to the 
complex and potentially dangerous 
dispute between China and some ASE-
AN members over the South China 
Sea, ASEAN has failed so far to pro-
duce a document of conduct (DOC), 
let alone a code of conduct that could 
help defuse the issue.

Nor has any timetable been agreed 
to resolve these issues.

To be sure, Myanmar has highlight-
ed issues of general global concern, 
such as climate change, the environ-
ment, trans-border crime, human traf-
ficking and terrorism, concerns which 
sound good to raise and do not ruffle 
any local feathers. But many observers 
see missed chances.

“Myanmar has done a good job in 
maintaining ASEAN centrality and 
unity on key issues,” said Kavi Chong-
kittavorn, a senior fellow at the In-
stitute of Strategic and International 
Studies, Chulalongkorn University, 
Bangkok. “However, little was done on 
domestic issues,” he added.

Little or nothing has been done in 
the past year to strengthen links be-
tween Myanmar and the other lower-
income members of ASEAN, or bridge 
the gap between them and other 
members that are more advanced in 
economic, social and political terms. 
Nor has there been much progress in 
the promotion of small and medium 
enterprises, a key issue in economic 
integration.

And while President U Thein 
Sein repeatedly stressed the need for 
ASEAN to review and where neces-
sary reform its institutions, U Aung 
Myo Min, director of the Human 
Rights Education Institute of Burma 
(HREIB) said Myanmar did not take 
its chance to lead a review of the 
ASEAN charter or declaration of hu-
man rights.

“The chair has the chance to pro-
mote an agenda. But Myanmar made 
no progress on human rights during 
its tenure,” he said.

U Aung Htoo, deputy director gen-
eral of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 
ASEAN Affairs Department, suggested 
Myanmar’s main achievement was to 
prove the sceptics wrong. “We focused 
mostly on the creation of the ASEAN 
Community,” he said.

ASEAN analyst U Kyaw Lin Oo said 
Myanmar’s tenure did not distinguish 
it from earlier chairs. “Myanmar had 
the chance to call for a review of the 
ASEAN human rights declaration, and 
greater respect for it, but did not do 
so,” he said. “Nor did Myanmar protest 
against the coup in Thailand.”

Another analyst, Bertil Lintner, 
said Myanmar had failed to live up to 
its slogan for the year, having neither 
moved forward nor made the ASEAN 
Community much more prosperous. 

Citing the failure so far to sign a 
national ceasefire agreement with 
ethnic armed groups, Mr Lintner said, 
“I’m afraid it will take a long time for 
Myanmar to become peaceful and  
prosperous.”

President U Thein Sein passes on the ASEAN gavel to Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak in Nay Pyi Taw on November 
13, 2014. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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Myanmar to work 
with neighbours on 
curbing corruption

MYANMAR will collaborate with 
its neighbours to prepare an anti-
corruption framework for least de-
veloped nations in ASEAN.

Vice President U Sai Mauk Kham 
said the framework would support 
the development of the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community, which is due to 
launch at the end of 2015.

“A framework in ASEAN is es-
sential and is needed to overcome 
corruption as ASEAN implements 
its economic community,” he said 
during a regional meeting in Nay Pyi 
Taw on December 16.

The vice president’s comments 
coincided with a December 18 state-
ment from international watchdog 
Transparency International calling 
on Southeast Asian governments to 
establish an ASEAN Integrity Com-
munity to protect against serious 
corruption risks. 

The average score for ASEAN 
members in Transparency Interna-
tional’s 2014 Corruption Perceptions 
Index is 38 out of 100, where 100 is 
clean and 0 highly corrupt.

“The ASEAN Economic Com-
munity promises many benefits, but 
with greater economic integration 
comes new and larger corruption 
challenges for the region,” said Na-
talia Soebagjo, international board 
member of Transparency Interna-
tional and chair of Transparency In-
ternational Indonesia.

U Than Aung, a member of My-
anmar’s Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion, said it will take time to prepare 
the framework. He added that for 
it to be successful it will need to be 
backed by effective anti-corruption 
legislation, strong and independ-

ent anti-corruption authorities, 
enhanced intergovernmental anti-
corruption cooperation, and mean-
ingful engagement with civil soci-
ety to create a level playing field for 
business.

“The framework won’t be ap-
pearing straight away because we 
are at the beginning [of the process]. 
We can’t make an agreement in one 
session,” he said. “We will continue 
to cooperate with international or-
ganisations, including other ASEAN 
members, to draw up a framework.”

Transparency International and 
the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime are supporting the de-
velopment of a targeted ASEAN 
anti-corruption action plan. Trans-
parency International also issued 
a statement calling on all ASEAN 
countries that have signed up to 
the UN Convention against Corrup-
tion to implement its wide-ranging 
measures.

“However, in many countries 
public institutions lack transparency 
and accountability, key anti-corrup-
tion laws are absent, and civil soci-
ety engagement is restricted. Only 
Indonesia and Thailand have passed 
a freedom of information law, while 
many anti-corruption authorities in 
the region fall short of their full po-
tential, often suffering from a lack of 
operational independence and limit-
ed capacities,” the press release said. 

“ASEAN governments need to 
show leadership through swift ac-
tion on the establishment of an in-
clusive multi-stakeholder regional 
body to tackle corruption,” said 
Srirak Plipat, director of the Asia Pa-
cific department at Transparency In-
ternational. “Unless collective action 
is taken, the massive infrastructure 
development and increased trade 
central to achieving the region’s eco-
nomic potential will be left vulner-
able to corruption.”

U Naing Ko Ko, a PhD student 
in governance and anti-corruption 
regulation at the Australian Na-
tional University, told The Myanmar 
Times that Laos, Vietnam and Cam-
bodia are the only ASEAN members 
not have established anti-corruption 
commissions.

However, only the commissions 
in Thailand and Singapore have 
been willing to take effective action 
against corruption, he said. 

ASEAN

Rather than rock the boat, Myanmar opted to chart a smooth course as ASEAN chair in 
2014 – but critics say it should have done more to leave its stamp on the regional bloc

NYAN LYNN AUNG  
29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com
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The average score out of 100 among 
ASEAN countries on Transparency 

International’s 2014 corruption index

‘Myanmar had 
the chance to call 
for a review of the 
ASEAN human 
rights declaration ... 
but did not do so.’

Kyaw Lin Oo 
ASEAN affairs analyst
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Maubin to 
mark Aung 
San birth 
with statue
MAUBIN township, Ayeyarwady Re-
gion, is to commemorate the centenary 
of the birth of Bogyoke Aung San next 
month by installing a 2.7-metre (9-foot) 
statue of the independence hero.

The event will take place from Feb-
ruary 9 to 13, and will feature an ex-
hibition of the Bogyoke’s mementoes, 
competitions for essays, poems and 
cartoons, speeches and literary dis-
cussions. An award ceremony will be 
held on February 13, when the statue 
is inaugurated at the centre of the main 
through-road.

Civil society organisations, politi-
cal parties and well-wishers in Maubin 
have contributed to the K15 million 
cost of the bronze statue, which was 
cast in October in Mandalay’s Tan-
pawady bronze foundry.

Organising team member U Than 
Htike Aung told The Myanmar Times 
that they would collect the statue on 
January 25 and build an enclosure to 
house it. The entire commemoration 
will cost about K30 million, he said.

“Bogyoke has been ignored in his-
tory for years but now we have the 
chance to restate our pride and his 
honour. All our activities are aimed at 
awakening the history of independence 
in the younger generation,” he said. 

“Children hardly know about Bo-
gyoke, and they can’t learn much from 
school textbooks. We want children 
to cherish the father of our independ-
ence,” he said.

The regional capital, Pathein, will 
also host a celebration of the centenary, 
while sister cities Nyaungdon, Bogale 
and Hinthada are will also put up stat-
ues in his honour.

General Aung San was born on Feb-
ruary 13, 1915, in Natmauk township, 
Magwe Region. He fought for inde-
pendence and was assassinated on July 
19, 1947. The anniversary is now desig-
nated as Martyrs’ Day, a national holi-
day, and his mausoleum stands near 
Shwedagon Pagoda. – Cherry Thein

Rotten teak pillars putting bridge at risk

MORE than 30 of the teak pillars that 
support popular tourist attraction 
the U Bein Bridge across Taungtha-
man Lake in Amarapura, Mandalay 
Region, have to be replaced because 
of advanced decay. The entire struc-
ture is at risk because some pillars 

have become detached from their 
bases.

The secretary of the bridge’s 
conservation committee, U Soe 
Win, said that the work required 
the permission of the Ministry of 
Culture’s Department of Archaeol-
ogy. The new pillars will be made 
of concrete.

There are altogether more than 
480 spans in the bridge, which dates 

to about 1850 and was constructed 
with more than 1000 teak pillars.

The committee will spend a K10 
million donation to repair and re-
place floor-joists and beams. U Soe 
Win said the average height of a pil-
lar was about 22 feet (7 metres), and 
each cost about K500,000 to replace.

In May, the regional government 
contributed K13.4 million for repair 
and restoration work.

Workers repair sections of U Bein Bridge in Amarapura township in March 2014. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw
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Govt to seek 
MP approval 
for $300m loan
CHINA will provide a US$300 mil-
lion loan to Myanmar as part of a gi-
ant $3 billion package to five ASEAN 
countries – but only if the Ministry of 
Cooperatives can get approval from a 
potentially hostile parliament.

China said last week that the loans, 
which will also go to Laos, Cambodia, 
Thailand and Vietnam, are designed 
to boost cooperation with ASEAN, im-
prove the bloc’s infrastructure and al-
leviate poverty in the region.

Of the loan to Myanmar, $220 mil-
lion will be used to expand credit to 
farmers, while another $50 million 
will be loaned to businesses and $30 
million used to sell farm machinery on 
installments.

But the loan proposal is likely to face 
opposition in the hluttaw. A $100 mil-
lion loan from South Korea to buy Dae-
dong farm machinery was approved 
this year at the second request, but only 
after lengthy debate as to whether the 
Ministry of Cooperatives should be sell-
ing agriculture equipment.

An earlier Chinese loan of $100 mil-
lion to expand credit through the Min-
istry of Cooperatives attracted contro-
versy because of the interest rate, which 
some said was too high at 4 percent a 
year. The $300 million loan is also 4pc, 
payable over 10 years, while the Dae-
dong loan was 2pc over seven years.

However, Minister for Coopera-
tives U Kyaw Hsan brushed off the 
concerns in a recent interview, telling 
The Myanmar Times that it would still 
enable the government to offer loans 
at much cheaper rates than illegal  
moneylenders, who charge anywhere 
from 5pc to 15pc a month.

The government has proposed the 
loan be added to next year’s budget, 
according to U Win Oo, a member of 
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Planning and 
Financial Development Committee. 

Some hluttaw representatives have 
criticised the minister for publicly talk-
ing about the loan as though it had 
already been approved. “Everybody 
knows that there was intense debate 
on the last loan, which was from South 
Korea,” said MP U Saw Taw Pale. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Htoo Thant
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Police charge seven for 
Letpadaung protests
SEVERAL protesters against the 
China-backed Letpadaung mine in 
Sagaing Region have been charged 
with holding an illegal demonstra-
tion, police said last week.

They were among 100 activists 
who scuffled with police on the 
evening of December 29 near the 
Chinese embassy in Yangon.

The protesters demanded the 
closure of the mine, where a female 
villager was shot dead during a 
clash with police on December 22.

The shooting sparked a series of 
protests in Yangon and Mandalay 
as well as a running stand-off at the 
mine, which villagers say has been 

established for the benefit of a Chi-
nese company at their expense.

“They protested in front of the Chi-
nese embassy on Monday [December 
29]. We opened the case against them 
as they breached the law,” a police ma-
jor in Dagon township said.

They face several charges in-
cluding protesting without permis-
sion and criminal intimidation, the 
officer added. Four of the protesters 
– Naw Ohn Hla, U Nay Myo Zin, U 
Sein Htwe and U Tin Htut Paing 
– have been held in Insein prison 
since late on December 30, police 
and activist sources confirmed. The 
other three are still at large. – AFP

A protester confronts police officers during a protest near the Chinese 
Embassy in Yangon on December 29. Photo: AFP

NLD leader calls for 
action over mine death

DAW Aung San Suu Kyi has urged the 
government to take “serious” action 
over the recent killing of a protester 
at the Letpadaung mine in Sagaing 
Region. 

The National League for Democracy 
leader, who headed an investigation 
into protests at the mine in 2013, said 
the government also needed to do more 
to satisfy the demands of protesters.

“You can’t put a value on one per-
son’s life,” she said. “If there are issues 
that are endangering lives, then the 
government should take action. The 
authorities should satisfy those people 
who are feeling aggrieved.

“We can’t make a judgement just 
by listening to a one-sided account of 
events but the first thing to note is that 
a woman lost her life. We can’t replace 
a life. The authorities have to take seri-
ous action.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said the 
government also needed to follow the 
recommendations of the Letpadaung 
Investigation Commission, which, led 
by the NLD leader, submitted a report 

on the mine project in February 2013. 
Controversially, it recommended the 
project continue but the terms be rene-
gotiated to give the state a larger share 
of the profits.

“I believed that the disputes would 
be resolved if the government follow 
the commission’s advice. However, they 
didn’t follow the suggestions given by 
the commission and the conflict has 
continued,” she said, without specifying 
which of the commission’s recommen-
dations the government had failed to 
implement.

Daw Khin Win was killed during 
a protest at the copper mine on De-
cember 22 when police opened fire on 
demonstrators. The protest had been 
launched to stop the mine company 

from building a fence in territory dis-
puted with local farmers.

The killing prompted hundreds of 
people to demonstrate in Yangon and 
Mandalay outside the Chinese embassy 
and consulate. 

Government officials say the au-
thorities are still investigating the 
woman’s death. The regional govern-
ment has set up an investigation team, 
while Salingyi township police have 
also accepted the case.

Presidential spokesperson U Ye Htut 
said a third investigation would be led 
by Minister for the President’s Office U 
Hla Tun, who was given responsibil-
ity for implementing the recommenda-
tions of the Letpadaung Investigation 
Commission.

“U Hla Tun is going to this area and 
he will submit [a report] to President 
U Thein Sein about the situation,” U Ye 
Htut said.

Tensions remain high in the area, 
according to residents. One resident of 
Seltae village said a sit-in protest had 
been launched near the mine site on 
December 29 and participants had ig-
nored warnings from the authorities to 
stop their demonstration.

“We will never step back from our 
protest,” said the resident, who asked 
not to be named. “The police are watch-
ing us from nearby. I think they are pre-
paring to build the fence again.”

Ye Mon

yeemontun2013@gmail.com

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi says the government has failed to properly implement 
the recommendations of the investigation commission that she led in 2013

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi speaks at a 
press conference on December 30. 
Photo: Zarni Phyo



16 News THE MYANMAR TIMES  January 5 - 11, 2015

Challenges loom in the year ahead

WE have now entered 2015. The next 
12 months promise a considerable 
number of challenges and problems. 
The question is, can they be over-
come?

Everyone knows that Myanmar 
will hold a general election this year. 
It is important not only for Myanmar 
but also those countries with which 
it has significant bilateral ties, as it 
will be an important test of whether 
Myanmar is still on the democratic 
path. That’s why Western diplomats 
in Myanmar, including US ambassa-
dor to Myanmar Derek Mitchell, have 
been regularly meeting Union Elec-
tion Commission chair U Tin Aye.

He recently aroused concern as to 
whether the commission will oversee 
a fair election due to some controver-
sial comments. These include defend-
ing everything the country’s military 
dictators have done as necessary and 
correct, and warning that instability 
could lead to another military coup.

These words are worrying in the 
context of the election, which will pit 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the Na-
tional League for Democracy against 
the Union Solidarity and Develop-
ment Party, which was formed by ex-
military officers, including U Tin Aye.

Another concern is the lack of 
accurate voter lists. Many people still 
do not have an ID card, such as a 
citizenship scrutiny card, to confirm 
their identity when voting. Even some 
founders of political parties lack 
proper ID documents The election 
commission should inform the Min-
istry of Immigration and Population 
about the problem and ask it to take 
immediate action to resolve it. Unless 
something is done soon, those with-
out ID cards are likely to lose their 
right to vote.

Another important problem for 

2015 is dialogue between the coun-
try’s top political leaders. Although 
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has pro-
posed the holding of six-person talks, 
President U Thein Sein and Com-
mander-in-Chief Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing have not yet formally 
responded.

There is also the issue of constitu-
tional reform. It is clear from events 
in the hluttaw that the amendment 
process is likely to be anything but 
smooth. One recent example came 
when hluttaw speaker Thura U Shwe 
Mann approved a bill to hold a ref-
erendum to amend the constitution 

but President U Thein Sein disagreed 
with some sections and sent it back 
to parliament rather than sign it into 
law.

But the most important point is 
that no one has drafted a constitu-
tion amendment bill. The bill for 
holding a referendum has been 
approved before we even know what 
the hluttaw has decided on constitu-
tional change. It’s not wrong to say 
we’ve skipped a step in the amend-
ment process. From what I can 
see, the only way to smoothen the 
amendment process is for substan-
tive high-level talks between the 
main political leaders.

Another major challenge for 2015 
is achieving a nationwide ceasefire. 
Peace talks between the government 
and the Nationwide Ceasefire Coordi-
nation Team, which is negotiating on 
behalf of 16 armed ethnic groups, are 
not moving forward as hoped. Skir-
mishes keep erupting in Kachin and 
northern Shan states, and in some 
cases the fighting is intense.

The main problem is that the 
Kachin Independence Organisation 
has not signed a bilateral ceasefire 

with the government and doesn’t 
want to sign a ceasefire. The group’s 
stance overwhelm sother ethnic 
armed groups and we can see from 
some of the Tatmadaw’s military ac-
tivities that it is getting impatient. 

While peace talks were held re-
cently in Yangon, Major General Gun 
Maw from the KIO and NCCT leader 
Naing Han Thar, as well as military 
representatives, did not take part. 
This is not a good sign for the peace 
process.

All of these challenges and how 
they are handled will have implica-
tions for not only foreign investment 
but also economic development more 
broadly. 

This does not even begin to take 
into account other recent hot issues, 
such as the renewed conflict at 
Letpadaung, the government’s failure 
to set a minimum wage, the possible 
impact of religious violence on elec-
tion and the failure to make much 
progress on the situation in Rakhine 
State. 

Yes, 2015 is going to be a year of 
challenges. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Views

Sithu Aung 
Myint
newsroom@mmtimes.com

It is clear from 
events in the hluttaw 
the constitution 
amendment process 
is likely to be 
anything but smooth.

Singapore starts  
to show its age

THIS year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the independence of Singapore, 
and there will be lots of fireworks and 
festivities on the Little Red Dot, as it is 
affectionately known. 

In geographic terms, it is not 
merely little, it is minuscule. And it 
is “red” because it is three-quarters 
Chinese – and always will be. 

That is because it is a maxim of the 
long-ruling People’s Action Party that 
the ratio of the island’s three ethnic 
groups must never change.

Thus, as they did 50 years ago, the 
Chinese form 75 percent of the popula-
tion, the Malays 14pc and the Indians 
8pc, with Eurasians and others making 
up the rest. Of course, as recent events 
have shown, even the PAP’s mythical 
efficiency could not keep the figures 
spot on; so the Malays have currently 
dropped to 13pc and the Indians risen 
to 9pc.

But if the figures move more than 
a percentage or two, action is taken 
and immigrants from China, Indonesia 
or Malaysia are swiftly brought in to 
make up the difference.

It is this policy of racial eugenics 
that has anchored Singapore’s social 
stability, meritocratic education and 
housing systems, and rapid economic 
development.

The island’s “red” appellation can 
also be traced to the 1950s, when the 
newly formed PAP was dominated 
by communists, socialists and other 
fellow travellers. Its fiery young leader, 
Harry Lee, now better known as Lee 
Kuan Yew, broke his teeth politically 
as a trade union adviser who helped 

striking postal workers win a famous 
victory in 1954.

When it became politically expedi-
ent, of course, he dropped the name 
Harry, as he did smoking and driving 
over to Johor Bahru in his open-top 
Studebaker to quaff beer with his 
mates. Instead, he mutated into an 
authoritarian capitalist, who was 
dismissive of his left-wing roots and 
never again afraid to radically change 
his stance on any issue.

That was clear when, soon after 
becoming prime minister in 1959, he 
argued that an independent Singapore 
could not survive and must join Ma-
laya. So a merger took place and was a 
disaster, forcing Lee to do a volte-face 
and pull Singapore back out on August 
9, 1965. It is that date, 50 years on, that 
will soon be lauded as the anniversary 
of Singapore’s independence.

Meanwhile, not wanting to dwell 
on the merger debacle, Lee turned his 
wrath on political rivals at home – the 
very ones who had argued against 
merger in the first place.

They were crushed and for the next 
two decades Lee’s PAP held every seat 
in parliament. In an acid-laced aside, 
Australia’s visiting PM Gough Whitlam 
told Lee, “Admirable, how you’ve 
turned a Westminster system into a 
one-party state.”

But the Little Red Dot continued to 
prosper, although the notion that it is 
run in a super-efficient, incorrupt and 
crime-free way has taken a beating in 
recent years.

Poor Lee, now 91, must be furious 
that his golden years have witnessed 

Singaporean businessmen, civil serv-
ants and members of the police and 
security services convicted of  
corruption. 

As well, infrastructure failures have 
become frequent, epitomised by the 
Singapore stock exchange breaking 
down three times recently, causing 
shock and anger among brokers and 
companies. 

And the once-famed MRT subway 
system has endured repeated failures – 
more than a dozen last year, with rid-
ers left stranded in darkened tunnels 
for lengthy periods without assistance. 

There is also the ticking time bomb 
of the island’s dependence on foreign 
workers, now estimated to make up 
than one-third of the population.

As a PAP MP once told me, “Sin-
gapore’s success has been achieved 
on the back of cheap workers from 
Bangladesh and the Philippines and 
the rest of the region.”

He laughed nervously, but what to 
do? It cannot continue and yet the PAP 
is bereft of ideas and grasps at policies 

that must horrify Lee, such as the ap-
proval of licensed gambling.

Revenue from the big new casinos 
may help the flatlining Singapore 
economy, but a drastic downturn in 
punters from mainland China has 
caused profits to plummet over the 
past two years. Not only that, but as 
the government itself warned in the 
days when Lee was PM, casinos bring 
triads, money-laundering, drug dealing 
and prostitution – and that’s what has 
happened.

Plus they mean sky-high prices and 
abysmal standards. Of the Marina Bay 
Sands casino complex, the Bangkok 
Post’s Umesh Pandey wrote, “The 
experience was nothing but appalling. 
The service staff were nowhere close 
to being courteous. It was my first and 
last trip to this hotel.”

Other reviewers make clear that 
only a masochist with money to burn 
would think of staying at this mini-
mum US$300-a-night disaster.

And that is what Singapore has 
become after 50 years: a faux Monte 

Carlo, with a grand prix through the 
streets for the rich and fatuous, which 
causes turmoil for ordinary citizens for 
the best part of a week.

As Roger Cohen wrote in the New 
York Times two weeks ago, “I travelled 
several thousand miles recently from 
London to Singapore. There I found 
myself on Orchard Road, that vast 
temple dedicated to the worship of the 
global brand, a tropical and air-condi-
tioned Oxford Street. I wondered why 
I had bothered.”

At least he doesn’t mention being 
hassled every few metres by the clus-
ters of Chinese, Thai and Vietnamese 
hookers who throng Orchard Road 
every evening.

But enough, let us not begrudge the 
Little Red Dot and its earnest citizens 
their birthday bash.

Because really – although Lee him-
self said, “You get the government you 
deserve” – Singaporeans really don’t 
deserve the current lot. Hopefully they 
will kick them out well before the end 
of the next half-century.

Roger 
mitton
rogermitton@gmail.com

Red spheres floating between white spheres in Singapore’s Marina Bay form a giant number 50 on December 31, 2014. 
Singapore will mark its 50th anniversary as an independent country in 2015. Photo: AFP
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Business

Interpreting translates to good business

Experts urge export 
strategy to do more 
than gather dust

A NATIONAL Export Strategy should 
arrive this month, with assistance 
from economic donors, according to 
Ministry of Commerce economic ad-
viser U Maung Aung.

The document is the culmination 
of two years’ work, and has already 
been submitted to the President’s Of-
fice for approval – though some say 
it will be challenging to see the plan 
to fruition.

Authorities have found it to be 
difficult to plan initiatives to im-
prove exports without a compre-
hensive strategy, U Maung Aung 
said. The draft strategy document 
highlights rice, beans and pulses, 
fishery products, garments, wood-
based products, rubber and tourism 
as the six priority areas, and out-
lines measures to support them.

“Now, [the Ministry of Com-
merce] is waiting for the President’s 
Office to permit the strategy, which 
will be launched with aid from inter-
national donor organisations,” said 
U Maung Aung.

“Though [the ministry] doesn’t 
have final approval yet, we hope to 
launch it in January,” he added.

The ministry aims to team up de-
velopment organisations with each 
of the six chosen industries, and has 
already received some interest, par-
ticularly for the tourism and rice in-
dustries, he said.

Experts have highlighted the chal-
lenges faced by domestic experts. Al-
though markets such as the European 
Union have opened their doors over 
the past two years, many of Myanmar’s 
exports are low-value goods that have 
had difficulty gaining market share in 
advanced economies.

Fishery exporter U Nyo Min said 
the fish industry lacks financing and 
a coherent policy for exports.

“We can’t make exports prop-
erly,” he said. “If we can have a na-
tional strategy for exporting, I think 
[exporting businesses] could obtain 
proper financing and assistance, 
helping us gain international mar-
ket share.”

Economist U Hla Maung said he 
welcomed the strategy, though add-
ed plans and proposals are often not 
followed through to fruition.

“In Myanmar, we have planned 
so many strategies which have never 
been implemented successfully,” he 
said.

U Hla Maung said that the six 
industries that are to be chosen will 
play to Myanmar’s strengths.

“Promoting rice exports doesn’t 
only help exporters, but the coun-
try’s economy, as so many people rely 
on it,” he said. “Myanmar is also the 
world’s second-largest exporter of 
beans, so it has a huge opportunity 
there as well.”

TARGETING the needs of foreigners 
flocking to Myanmar is an increas-
ingly intelligent business strategy.

There’s no shortage of examples. A 
raft of restaurants has opened up to 
provide a taste of home to expats and 
tourists, while developers and real 
estate agents are designing houses – 

and prices – with foreigners in mind.
Perhaps no industry stands to 

benefit as much as Myanmar-Eng-
lish translation, though – at least in 
the short term.

Ma Bo Rosy is a freelance transla-
tor. She earns her keep on a succes-
sion of contracts from all types of 

clients, from an oil and gas giant that 
needs interpreting help, to a Vienna-
based professor keen on Myanmar, to 
acting as a tour guide.

She’s been in the business for 
three years, and says she enjoys it 
for her freedom and the chance to 
travel.

“I can survive off translating 
alone, and I always have some-
thing coming up – that’s an inter-
esting part of my life,” she said. 
“When you’re translator, you have to 
learn and you have to get experience.”

Interpreting at live meetings is 
the most difficult work she does, and 

zaw htike
zawhtikemjm1981@gmail.com

‘We have planned 
so many strategies 
which have never 
been implemented 
successfully.’
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ANZ Bank talks setting 
up shop in Myanmar as it 
spreads in Southeast Asia

Local developers hope 
for foreign knowledge 
to build skyscrapers
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Interpreting translates to good business

Myanmar Oriental Bank aims 
to improve with IFC support

THE International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC) is looking to strengthen its 
partnership with Myanmar Oriental 
Bank, according to the bank’s chair U 
Mya Than.

Although foreign institutions are 
currently forbidden from owning any 
part of domestic banks, many expect 
the laws to change to allow more for-
eign participation. In the meantime, 
Myanmar Oriental and the IFC are dis-
cussing a convertible loan that could 
allow the IFC to take an equity stake 
in the firm.

“We are discussing equity partici-
pation in MOB, and have made good 
progress, to an extent,” he said.

Myanmar Oriental Bank has been 
running for more than 20 years, being 
one of the first, along with banks like 
First Private Bank, Myanmar Citizens 
Bank and Co-operative Bank, to open 
their doors following a change in gov-
ernment policy toward private banks 
in the early 1990s.

U Mya Than said there was a huge 
gap between what Myanmar business-
es required and what state banks were 
able to provide when Myanmar Orien-
tal Bank set up in 1993. As one of the 
first private banks that emerged in the 
early 1990s, it aimed to help fill these 
holes in the market.

The bank has connections with the 
local Chinese community. Its found-
ing family has Chinese roots, and con-
nections with other businesspeople in 
Asian countries such as China, Taiwan 
and Singapore, with corresponding 

banking agreements.
There are a total of 25 sharehold-

ers in the bank, from various back-
grounds. U Mya Than himself was 
an employee of state-owned Myanma 
Investment and Commercial Bank be-
fore joining the private sector.

Established in 1993, Myanmar Ori-
ental has shared the tumultous history 
of the banking sector in general.

In 2003, several large Myanmar 
banks failed in a banking crisis. How-
ever, Myanmar Oriental recovered to 
continue operations. Now with over 
two decades of experience, it has 26 
branches – more than some, but less 
than KBZ, the market leader, which 
has over 150 across the country. 

U Mya Than said Myanmar Orien-
tal has decided to focus on areas like 
internet banking and treasuries trad-

ing when it becomes available rather 
than simply adding more branches. It 
also has made a commitment to en-
sure 95 percent of financing goes to 
small and medium enterprises.

“Widening branch networks is a 
very traditional way of doing business. 
Domestic banks normally have offered 
the same products and compete with 
each other in markets that are smaller 
than their dignity, but this habit will 
change,” said U Mya Than.

Myanmar Oriental is aiming for a 
wide customer base, and also looking 
to perform more international bank-
ing functions, he said.

U Mya Than added that while the 
Central Bank of Myanmar has eased 
some restrictions on banking, com-
mercial banks need to upgrade their 
capabilities while the Central Bank 
needs to improve from a regulatory 
standpoint.

The agreement with the IFC is to 
be partly aimed at improving Myan-
mar Oriental’s capabilities.

The IFC has already signed a deal 
for a US$5 million convertible loan 
with Yoma Bank in September, plus an 
agreement to improve its risk manage-
ment and corporate governance.

In February, Myanmar Oriental 
and the IFC signed an agreement for 
a $5 million trade finance facility, aim-
ing to assist local companies increase 
their imports and exports.

U Mya Than said the IFC also pro-
vides guarantees for Myanmar Ori-
ental’s letters of credit used in trade 
financing, as well as assisting with 
corporate governance and risk man-
agement processes.

aye thidar kyaw
ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

therefore commands the highest 
price. It gets particularly challeng-
ing if the subject is technical. Ma 
Bo Rosy – who attended an English-
language school but spoke Myan-
mar at home – said she sometimes 
encounters words such as “dictator-
ship” where she has trouble with 
the Myanmar language equivalent.

“For interpreting, if you know 
the subject, it’s easy, but if you don’t 
know everything, it’s difficult,” she 
said. “You have to be ready, you have 
to be alert, you need 100 percent con-
centration and that can be tough.”

Some client also request tran-
scription services, which is particu-
larly tiresome, she said.

“Sometimes it can be hard to 
understand the tape, and we have 
to listen to it all three times. Since 
billing is per hour, sometimes peo-
ple are too strict about the timing 
– they assume we have a computer 
brain.”

Although the work has challeng-
es, Ma Bo Rosy said she is eager to 
pursue the industry – dreaming of 
one day opening a business, Rosy 
Translation Services. She is keen to 
continue as a freelancer, however. 
For now she finds many of her cus-
tomers through word-of-mouth, she 
said, adding it is important to main-
tain good relations with clients.

“I know a lot of my friends earn 
a lot more than me, but it’s more 
uneven,” she said. Often some 
translators charge high rates, but 
then clients are reluctant to return.

Ma Bo Rosy is also always on the 
hunt for new clients.

“I’m a social person, so I hang 
out with friends and find connec-
tions. I talk about my job with peo-
ple and they like my talking and 
hire me,” she said.

She translates periodically for 
an Austrian professor, who was 
initially put in touch by a mu-
tual friend. The professor now 
recommends her to colleagues or 

students, proving to be an impor-
tant connection as there are more 
translators than ever in the mix 
providing a range of services

Ma Wai, 23, said payments are 
decreasing for entry-level work as 
a result of all the new translators.

“Some youth translate for free, 
and they do the job not always for 
the money but also the experience,” 
she said.

Ma Wai said she reckons learn-
ing foreign languages such as 
English is becoming a trend. Previ-
ously, many youth had no interest 
learning languages as they saw lit-
tle benefit, but now that is begin-
ning to change.

There is more and more mate-
rial and conversations that require 
translators. “Nowadays being a 
translator means not just translat-
ing text but also movies,” said Ko 
Ye Min, 23. “Experienced people are 
making more money, as they are in 
demand, but young translators of-
ten have trouble.”

Ko Ye Min said translators are 
generally keen to work with big-
name organisations, as they tend 
to pay the most – but also have the 
highest standards.

“Bosses like translators who study 
in foreign countries and then return 
to Myanmar. They get paid more 
money and are more valued,” he said. 

Like Ma Bo Rosy, Ma Hnin Hnin 
Kaing is also keen on the freelanc-
er’s lifestyle. She finds work trans-
lating movies, though added the 
quality differs significantly.

“Payments for translation 
change depending on the field. 
Sensitive fields like court transla-
tion generally receive more money 
– but it’s not always the same and 
depends on the boss,” she said.

It’s tough to say what will hap-
pen in the business generally, but 
translators say there will be no 
shortage of people requiring lan-
guage help.

IN PICTUREs
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Construction work 
is underway at Mya 
Kyun Thar Park near 
Inya Lake – though 
some parts of the 
development are 
behind schedule, 
according to insiders. 
More on page 24

Myanmar Oriental chair U Mya Than. 
Photo: Thiri Lu
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A WELL-REGARDED set of regional 
banks emerged as the winners of nine 
foreign banking licences as they were 
announced in October.

Three of the Japanese megabanks 
snagged licences, along with two 
large Singaporean banks and one 
each from China, Malaysia and Thai-
land. Also included on the list was 
Australia and New Zealand Banking 
Group, commonly branded as ANZ.

At first glance it may appear the 
odd one out, currently being head-
quartered in Melbourne, Australia, 
and tracing its corporate lineage to an 
1835 charter received in London for 
The Bank of Australasia.

However, while ANZ is currently 
among the four largest banks oper-
ating in Australia, it has made a sig-
nificant push into Asia, including the 
Mekong Region. It operates one of the 
largest retail banks in Cambodia with 
a local partner and has a subsidiary in 
Laos, as well as previously holding a 
minority stake in a Vietnamese bank.

ANZ also won a conditional licence 
in Thailand’s foreign bank contest 
earlier in 2014. Grant Knuckey, CEO 
of Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar for 
ANZ Banking Group, said the firm will 
benefit from going through the pro-
cess of setting up in both Thailand and 

Myanmar at roughly the same time.
“ANZ’s strategy is also about lever-

aging strong home market positions 
in Australia and New Zealand into 
profitable Asian expansion,” he said in 
an interview at the firm’s Phnom Penh 
offices.

ANZ and France’s BRED Banque 
Populaire were the only two Western-
based banks among the 25 institutions 
vying for licences. 

Notably, UK-based heavyweight 
Standard Chartered decided not to 
participate in the contest, although it 
has a Myanmar representative office.

Mr Knuckey said he was a little sur-
prised ANZ was the only Western bank 
that emerged with a licence, but at-
tributed it to the timing of the contest 
rather than interest from other banks.

“I think there’s plenty of intent 
from a number of Western banks 
around Myanmar and growth in My-
anmar,” he said. 

ANZ had already participated in 
a similar process for the Thai licence 
earlier in 2014, and had a Myanmar 
representative office after being issued 
a licence on December 6, 2012.

“We were very much in the mode of 
readiness in terms of market entry to 
Myanmar when it opened up. We were 
pretty ready to go,” said Mr Knuckey.

“Perhaps most other Western fi-
nancial institutions weren’t at the 
same level of preparedness,” he added. 
“I have no doubt that if you fast-for-
warded a few years that will be quite 
different. I think you will see a lineup 
of financial institutions coming or 
about to come.”

Myanmar is still at an early stage of 
its economic transformation, though 
is trying to compress reforms that 
would normally take decades into only 
a few years, he said.

“It means the opportunities arrive a 
little earlier and they need to be seized 
earlier, and it also means accelerated 

waves of investment and infrastructure 
are required,” said Mr Knuckey.

“It all adds up to an explosion of ac-
tivity and a very rapid pace of reform 
and development that needs to hap-
pen for [the economic transformation] 
to be realised.”

While the introduction of foreign 

banks to Myanmar has been one of the 
more visible signs of the transforma-
tion, it has also proved controversial. 
Some local bankers opposed their in-
troduction, claiming they are arriving 
too early and may be able to do busi-
ness in areas that are still closed to lo-
cal institutions.

Mr Knuckey said the foreign banks 
will face restrictions with their licenc-
es, adding it is important that national 
banking champions emerge for the 
country.

“If you don’t allow the banking sec-
tor to build that capacity, if it’s really 
just a free-for-all, than you won’t build 
those champions – at least not without 
some luck,” he said.

However, he added the licensing 
process had been well-crafted, al-
lowing the demands of investors to 
be met but local banks to be able to 
preserve a large chunk of the market, 
while learning and working from for-
eign banks.

“This is not a situation of foreign 
bank hoards sort of coming over the 
hill and rolling over everything in 
their path, absolutely not,” he said.

In the “fullness of time” the restric-
tions on the foreign bank licences – 
such a prohibition from retail, a limit 
of one branch and a ban on kyat loans 
to domestic businesses – will likely be 
relaxed, as has happened in other re-
gional countries.

ANZ is now working to set up its 
Yangon branch. The Central Bank of 
Myanmar as of October gave the for-
eign banks a year to set up and offi-
cially receive their licences.

ANZ making a regional banking push
Phnom Penh

Jeremy 
Mullins

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

ANZ CEO of Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar Grant Knuckey. Photo: Supplied



Business 21www.mmtimes.com

POOR power supply continues to 
plague Myanmar. 

Most estimates claim less than 
one-third of the country’s population 
has regular access to electricity, and 
those that do still experience frequent 
power cuts. Businesses have difficulty 
operating with uncertain power sup-
ply – generators are expensive, and 
downtime translates directly to lost 
revenue for too many companies.

Effort is clearly being made to 
tackle the gargantuan task of right-
ing the domestic electricity industry. 
Several important steps were made 
in 2014 to improve generation, trans-
mission and distribution capacity.

Importantly, the long-delayed elec-
tricity law was finally passed last 
year, and the Ministry of Electric 
Power is now working on the detailed 
rules and regulations that are to fol-
low. These regulations can provide a 

solid foundation to improve electri-
fication, but much more needs to be 
done.

The government is attempting to 
address the energy shortfalls, though 
financing the necessary expensive pro-
jects continues to be a major problem. 
Most domestic power projects are 
currently carried out through fund-
ing from the state budget and inter-
national loans, and increased foreign 
investment provides an attractive 
conduit to improve domestic energy 
infrastructure.

At the moment, though, foreign 
investment is largely confined to sev-
eral high-profile generation efforts.

Nowhere is foreign involvement 
more controversial than in hydro-
power. The large-scale Myitsone dam 
project was frozen by Presidential 
order in 2011 following public op-
position. In 2014, officials from the 
Ministry of Electric Power have said 
they would like to see more Western 
involvement in hydropower, though 
Chinese investment was the indus-
try’s largest driver during the last 
years of the military government.

Hydropower still produces the 
majority of the country’s electricity. 

A swath of agreements to establish 
some 60 hydro projects – some fanci-
ful and others much more realistic – 
were signed during the military gov-
ernment era, mostly with Chinese 
firms as well as other companies 
from areas like India and Thailand.

More than half of those 60 pro-
jects are still to be implemented, 
with some put on hold and others 
likely to proceed.

Ministry of Electric Power deputy 
minister U Maw Thar Htwe has said 
the government is now only working 
with companies of an international 
standard with reliable quality and 
financing. 

“The trend in hydropower project 
implementation is to turn to West-
ern companies,” he said.

A number of Western firms have 
signed up for domestic hydro pro-
jects. Shweli (3) is to be implement-
ed by English and French companies, 
the Middle Yeywar and Bawgata 
projects with Norwegian firms and 
the Middle Paung Laung project by 
Austrian or English projects. At least 
four hydro projects signed with Chi-
nese and Thai companies have been 
delayed due to public opposition.

Coal generating projects also 
faced public opposition in 2014, with 
complaints often targeted at their 
environmental footprint. Some were 
cancelled and others were delayed, 
though a few are on track. Coal-fired 

projects may not be environmentally 
friendly, but they are generally easy 
to build and provide cheap electric-
ity – particularly compared to gas.

Energy infrastructure is in a bit of a tangle. Photo: Staff

Private investment to 
spark electricity boom 

aung
shin
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Analysis
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ALTHOUGH 2014’s worldwide fall 
in crude oil prices has brought some 
relief for those filling their tanks in 
Yangon, local taxi drivers say they are 
yet to see as much of a price drop as 
expected.

“It’s better than before, but I’m still 
not too happy that local prices haven’t 
dropped much in Myanmar,” said U Soe 
Min Myo, a Bahan township taxi driver.

US benchmark West Texas Inter-
mediate lost 46 percent of its value 
last year, ending 2014 at US$53.27 a 
barrel. The oil market’s year saw the 
steepest fall in prices since the 2008 
financial crisis as a global supply glut 
lockstepped with slowing economies.

Rising US and Canadian oil produc-
tion has contributed to ample global 
supplies at a time of slowing growth 
in China, the world’s largest energy 
consumer, and other emerging-market 
economies, a recession in Japan and a 
near-stall in the 18-nation eurozone.

While crude prices are not the sole 
factor in determining the cost of petrol 
at fuel stations, they are perhaps the 
most important part of the equation. 
Local users say prices at petrol stations 
have been on the decline – down from 
K830 to K730 in the last two weeks for 
regular fuel, according to drivers.

Taxi driver U Thant Zin Myo said 
he welcomed the price decrease, add-
ing he buys his petrol from the Max 
Myanmar station on Thein Phyu Road 
near Kandawgyi Lake as it has a repu-
tation for quality.

Motorcycle taxi driver U Than Win, 
who works in Yangon’s outskirts in 
Thingangyun township, said his daily 
income has been helped considerably 
by the price drop.

“Traffic jams are decreasing and it’s 
hard to get a reasonable fare,” he said. 
“But now because of the price, my dai-
ly income isn’t so bad.” 

– Additional reporting Bloomberg

Drivers 
welcome 
oil drop
Myat Noe Oo
myatnoe.mcm@gmail.com
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TOKYO’S Nikkei 225 stock index 
climbed more than 7 percent in 2014, 
ending on December 30 near its highest 
levels since before the global financial 
crisis struck.

The advance adds to a 57 percent 
surge in 2013 – its best annual return 
in four decades – as the Bank of Japan’s 
monetary easing blitz sharply weak-
ened the yen, a plus for exporters such 
as Toyota and Sony. On the year’s last 
trading day Tuesday the index fell 1.57pc 
on profit–taking, losing 279.07 points to 
end at 17,450.77.

The broader Topix index of all first-
section shares gained 8.07pc over the 
year to finish at 1407.51. 

Analysts were generally upbeat on 
the prospects for the Japanese market 
in 2015. But geopolitical issues – includ-
ing political turmoil in Greece – and an 
uncertain outlook for the world’s num-
ber-three economy threaten to limit fur-
ther gains.

The Nikkei struggled at the start of 
the year, but a fresh round of Bank of 
Japan monetary easing in late October 
pushed the yen even lower.

In addition, the national pension 
fund – the world’s biggest – said it 
would shift more of its portfolio into 
stocks, giving the flagging market a 
boost.

Tokyo’s plan to cut corporate tax 
rates – confirmed on December 30 – 
plus a fresh $29 billion fiscal stimulus 
plan and speculation over even more 
BoJ easing could help lift the market 
further, analysts said. 

The market also welcomed Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe’s move to delay a 
second sales tax rise scheduled for 2015, 
after a levy increase in April slammed 
the brakes on growth and pushed Japan 
into recession. 

“Three tailwinds – a weaker yen, 
cheap crude oil prices and delaying 
the second sales tax hike – are blowing 
through Japan’s stock market ... and 
supporting share prices,” SMBC Nikko 
Securities said.

Nomura Securities analyst Hisao 
Matsuura tipped the Nikkei to climb 
as high as 20,000 next year as Japan 
moves to strengthen its lagging cor-
porate governance rules. The number 
of initial public offerings in Tokyo this 
year hit 77, returning to pre-financial 
crisis levels.

“Improving corporate governance 
is an encouraging factor – before, that 
was not the case, and investors grew 
frustrated,” Mr Matsuura said.

Still, the Nikkei remains a shadow of 
its former self. 

This week, the index marked a quar-
ter-century since it peaked at almost 
39,000 in the last days of 1989. Japan’s 
asset bubble then popped, dealing a 
huge blow to the economy and sending 
the Nikkei plunging over the next two 
decades.

And the prospect of foreign inves-
tors pouring money into Tokyo mar-
kets this year appeared uncertain after 
inflows dropped by more than 90pc in 
2014, according to Bloomberg News.

That may signal frustration with 
the pace of Mr Abe’s economic reforms, 
analysts said.  – AFP

Japanese markets turn 
in strong performances

Tokyo Singapore

SINGAPORE’S particularly trade-
sensitive economy grew at the 
slower-than-expected rate of 2.8 
percent in 2014 as the city-state 
cut its reliance on foreign work-
ers, Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong said on December 31.

The slowing growth was at-
tributed in particular to tougher 
rules on foreign workers stem-
ming from citizens’ complaints 
about overcrowding, a tighter job 
market and other impacts of im-
migration. Some have estimated 
up to 100,000 Myanmar citizens 
work in Singapore.

“Our economy has performed 
moderately well in 2014. Growth 
was 2.8 percent,” Mr Lee said in 
his New Year message released to 
the media. 

In its last forecast in Novem-
ber, the government predicted 
growth of 3.0pc for 2014.

“Our growth will be slower 
than we are used to,” he said in 
the message.

“One reason for this is that we 
have been tightening polices, in-
cluding on foreign workers, to get 
our economy onto a path of sustain-
able, productivity-driven growth.”

The 62–year–old premier ex-
pressed concern over “disappoint-
ing” productivity growth.

In recent years, authorities 

have been phasing in measures to 
boost the productivity of Singapo-
reans while tightening the influx 
of foreign labour and the granting 
of permanent residency status.

Ongoing concerns over im-
migration made it a hot-button 
issue on the affluent but space-
constricted island.

The discontent spilled over 
into the 2011 general elections 
when Mr Lee’s People’s Action 

Party garnered its lowest-ever 
vote count after more than 50 
years in power, and analysts say 
it remains a key issue for the next 
election, which must be held be-
fore January 2017.

According to official statistics, 
over 29pc of Singapore’s popula-
tion of 5.47 million is comprised 
of “non-residents” – those work-
ing, studying or living in the 
country but not granted perma-
nent residency.

In his message on December 
31, Mr Lee also warned of global 
uncertainties, adding that events 
this year including air tragedies 
in Asia, the Ebola virus outbreak 
in West Africa, extremism in the 
Middle East and the Ukraine cri-
sis were reminders that “stability, 
safety and security are precious”.

“The road ahead appears 
daunting. Intense competition 
and greater inequality because of 
globalisation and technological 
advances, security threats from 
extremist terrorism, new pandem-
ics are just some of the challeng-
es,” he said. 

Singapore, which became a 
sovereign state in 1965 after a 
brief union with Malaysia follow-
ing the end of British colonial 
rule, celebrates its 50th year of in-
dependence in 2015. – AFP

Labour restrictions 
lower Lion City growth

Singapore PM Lee Hsien Loong. 
Photo: Wikimedia Commons

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), a Japanese governmental 
organisation responsible for implementing Official Development Assistance 
(ODA) such as Technical Cooperation, ODA Loans and Grant Aid in developing 
countries, Myanmar Office is seeking qualified Myanmar nationals for a 
Programme Assistant post for its expanded works in Myanmar.

1) Programme Assistant: Job Description- The Programme Assistant will 
work closely with Programme Officers and be responsible for:-
-	 Assisting in planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 

development Projects and Programs
-	 Organising seminars and workshops
-	 Undertaking public relations activities
-	 Assisting in data collection, compilation, data analysis and writing reports
-	 Handling operation and logistic matters

Eligible candidate for Programme Assistant should possess following 
qualifications:

-	 University Graduate
-	 Fluent in English (Reading, Writing, Speaking)
-	 Age less than 45 years
-	 Good relationship with Myanmar governmental offices
-	 Ability to work in a team and maintain harmonious relationship with other staff
-	 More than 5 years of working experience in the organisation/s
-	 Good computer skills and knowledge of Word, Excel & Power Point

Duration of assignment: From February 2015 (negotiable), yearly renewal 
upon satisfactory performance.

How to apply: Qualified and interested persons are requested to send the 
applications with updated C.V, educational credentials and references to JICA 
Myanmar Office, Room 701, 7th Floor, Sakura Tower, No. 339, Bokyoke Aung 
San Road, Kyauktada Township, Yangon, not later than 5:00 p.m., 16 January, 
2015.

Note: Only short listed candidates will be contacted for subsequent interviews.

Job Vacancy
The Department for International Development (DFID) is currently looking 
to recruit a highly motivated and energetic individual to join our team as a 
Programme Officer.
DFID is based at the British Embassy in Yangon.

For more information and details on how to apply, please visit 

https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-embassy-
rangoon/about/recruitment
The deadline for submission of applications is on 11 January 2015.
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THE BRIC grouping of Brazil, Russia, 
India and China has never looked so 
disunited to stock investors.

While Chinese and Indian bench-
mark equity indexes have surged an 
average 40 percent this year, Russian 
and Brazilian gauges posted a mean 
drop of 4.2pc. The annual divergence 
is on pace for the biggest since econo-
mist Jim O’Neill coined the term in 
2001, leaving the combined market 
capitalisation of Chinese and Indian 
equities US$5.2 trillion larger than 
that of Russia and Brazil, according to 
data compiled by Bloomberg.

“From a cyclical point of view, 
these four countries could hardly be 
more heterogeneous,” said Hartmut 
Issel, the head of equity and credit for 
Asia Pacific at UBS Group AG. 

“China is slowing gently but still 
displaying enviable growth, India is 
starting to pick up, Brazil is in a pro-
tracted bottoming process, while in 
Russia a recession is likely becoming 
inevitable.”

More than 13 years after the BRIC 
moniker entered usage to charac-
terise the four nations as a single 
economic concept, the connection is 
breaking down. While markets have 
been buoyed in India after Narendra 
Modi scored the country’s biggest 
election victory in three decades, and 
in China as authorities take steps to 

keep annual growth above 7pc, Russia 
has been battered by sanctions linked 
to the crisis in Ukraine, and Brazil 
has grappled with an unprecedented 
corruption scandal involving its state-
run oil company.

The Shanghai Composite Index 
and India’s S&P BSE Sensex Index are 
heading for their biggest annual gains 
in five years as the countries’ leaders 
push ahead with measures to boost 
economic expansion. Brazil’s Iboves-
pa Index entered a bear market this 
month as plunging commodity prices 
threatened the nation’s trade surplus, 
while Russian shares are poised for an 
annual loss as President Vladimir Pu-
tin battles with a currency crisis.

While the MSCI BRIC index has re-
turned about 274pc since Mr O’Neill, 
a former Goldman Sachs Group Inc 
economist, predicted in a 2001 re-
search report that the countries’ share 
of the global economy would increase, 
the gauge has fallen about 5pc this 
year through the close of Asian mar-
kets on December 29.

“At the time BRIC was coined it 
was useful to describe the broad and 
increasing importance of the four 
largest emerging-market economies, 
but it was never suitable as an in-
vesting concept,” said Mark Gordon-
James, a senior investment manager 
at Aberdeen Asset Management.

Companies in Russia and Brazil 
were the biggest drags on the MSCI 
BRIC gauge this year. Currency vola-
tility has played havoc with foreign 
investor returns. While China’s yuan 
and India’s rupee have fallen less than 
4pc versus the dollar this year, the 
Brazilian real has lost 13pc and the 
ruble has slid more than 40pc.

The combined market capitalisa-
tion of Chinese and Indian stocks rose 
to a record US$6.4 trillion this month, 
while Brazil and Russia together 
slumped to $1.2 trillion, the lowest 
since at least 2005, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg.

The outlook for China and India 
remains favourable relative to the 
two other BRICs, said Adam Tejpaul, 
the Hong Kong-based head of Asia 
investments at JPMorgan Chase’s pri-
vate bank unit. While there may be 

bargains among Russian and Brazil-
ian shares after the recent losses, the 
countries’ “weak” economic outlook is 
a deterrent for investors, he said.

“We are most excited about new 
governments established in China 
and India, who have put reforms in 
place that will benefit the economy 
and financial markets in 2015,” said 
Pearlyn Wong, a Singapore-based in-
vestment analyst at Bank Julius Baer.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, who 
pledged to give markets a “decisive” 
role in the $9 trillion economy after 
coming to power last year, has al-
lowed private investors to take stakes 
in state-owned firms and started a 
stock trading link with Hong Kong. 
Modi, his Indian counterpart, has 
cut fuel subsidies, allowed more for-
eign investment in businesses such as 
defence and promised to narrow the 
budget deficit.

In Brazil, the corruption scandal 
at Petrobras, where hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars from contracts at the 
company went to executives, contrac-
tors and political parties, according 
to prosecutors and witnesses, threat-
ens to undermine the political clout 
of President Dilma Rousseff. Mr Pu-
tin, who came to power in 2000, is 
struggling to prevent the deprecia-
tion of the ruble from turning into a 
banking crisis.  – Bloomberg

BRIC busted on 2015 outlooks
Singapore

While efforts to generate electric-
ity from natural gas have not attracted 
quite the amount of controversy as coal 
and hydro, gas plants are also often 
more challenging.

“What’s happening right now is that 
gas-fired power plants have become 
expensive, and people don’t want to 
accept hydro and coal,” said U Khin 
Maung Win, director general of the De-
partment of Electric Power. “We don’t 
have any other options – but we want 
positive suggestions.”

“We are in a very tight corner to 
implement these power projects,” he 
added. Although often more expen-
sive, there has been significant foreign 
interest in Myanmar gas-fired power 
projects.

Companies from countries like the 
US, Hong Kong and Korea have won or 
are competing for tenders.

In 2014, American firm APR En-
ergy won an industry award for its 
Kyaukse project, while Hong Kong’s 
V Power won a tender for a gas-fired 
plant for the Kyaukphyu special eco-
nomic zone. A gas-powered plant was 
also set up in Thaketa in 2013 by a 
Singaporean firm.

 While efforts to attract foreign in-
terest in gas-fired plants appear to be 
bearing the most fruit, Myanmar is also 
experimenting with green technologies.

Agreements to develop solar power 
projects near Mandalay and Magwe re-
gions were signed in 2014.

Still, U Khin Maung Win said it is 
Rakhine State which was perhaps the 
most significant step for Myanmar’s 
electrification efforts last year.

“The most exciting news in 2014 is 
lighting up Rakhine State, where it’s 
been very hard to get electricity. This 
is a real milestone for us,” he said. “We 
are also now working on power trans-
mission to Hakha in Chin State, a very 
remote area.”

“These projects are not necessarily 
profitable from a business standpoint 
but are important for regional develop-
ment,” he added.

Transmission, getting power from 
power plants to sub-stations, and distri-
bution, getting power from sub-stations 
to homes, are equally important to gen-
eration efforts. After all, enough power 
can be generated, but if it doesn’t get to 
Myanmar’s homes, the country will still 
be in the dark.

These areas have been slower in 
attracting foreign investment. So far 
there has been minimal involvement 
from foreign, private enterprises, but 
foreign development agencies have 
been stepping up to the plate.

The Export-Import Bank of Korea 
and Myanmar Electric Power Enter-
prise signed a US$100 million deal to 
establish the 500-kilovolt Taungoo-
Kamanat transmission project. Mean-
while, the World Bank Group and 
the Japanese government have also 
announced plans to support Yangon 
with upgrading its electricity distribu-
tion system.

All these changes offer large poten-
tial rewards, but the ultimate judge will 
be the end user. 

Consumers will be paying the 
price for upgrades – electricity rates 
increased by 40 percent in 2014. The 
government has not yet released fig-
ures indicating how much revenue 
the move generated for state coffers, 
despite several requests from The My-
anmar Times.

Last year also saw several steps not 
taken. Officials were coy on potential 
privatisation of Yangon Electricity 
Supply Board, claiming there are no 
immediate plans to allow private eq-
uity participation in the board, which 
governs distribution in Yangon, home 
to about half the country’s electricity 
consumption.

On the whole, steps were taken in 
2014 to address electrification, one of 
Myanmar’s most pressing issues. Much 
more needs to be done in 2015 if the is-
sue is to be solved.

continued from business 21

More private 
energy funds
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Upgrades slow for park on Inya Lake

EFFORTS to upgrade Mya Kyun Thar 
Park near Inya Lake are likely to be de-
layed, according to an official from the 
Yangon City Development Committee.

Although authorities had instructed 
contractors to finish in set timelines, 
progress has been slow with some, said 
the official, who works at YCDC’s De-
partment of Gardens and Parks.

“Some companies have not been 
able to show their building designs to 
us, and we cannot allow construction 
to proceed without seeing the designs,” 
he said.

“The projects are delayed, and I’m 
not sure whether they can be finished 
in time.”

Private companies have been in-
vited to participate in the project to 
upgrade the park since 2010, with no 
contractor yet completely finished 
their parts of the project. However, 
company officials have countered that 
frequent changes from the govern-
ment’s side has made completing pro-
jects difficult.

The park was owned by the Min-
istry of Defence until 2012. In the 
2012-13 fiscal year it was transferred 
to YCDC, requiring new contracts with 
updated prices, as well as upgrading 
some parts of the project with more 
modern design.

“Some companies are waiting for 
blueprints they have ordered from for-
eign architects and designers – I think 
that is why they are delaying,” said the 
YCDC official.

Eight Myanmar companies are 
participating in the 30-year contract 
to build a modern amusement park 
at Mya Kyun Thar. The completed 
project is to include shopping malls, 
health care clinics, restaurants, cin-
emas, game centres and a golf driving 
range.

The driving range opened several 
months ago, allowing participants to 
hit golf balls into the lake. The balls 
float and are collected by boat.

The YCDC official said the unique 
aspects of the 44.5-acre park are being 
preserved.

“Businesses and their customers 
are not allowed to throw waste into 

the lake, and are prohibited from go-
ing into the lake,” the official said.

Authorities are also keen to pre-
serve trees in the area, though the 
park is not a designated green area, 
he said.

“So it is not breaking the rules, let-
ting companies do their business,” he 
said. “And in my opinion, the park 
was once a place that was only filled 
with couples – like a dating area. But 
if game centres and entertainment 
buildings are added, it will be a place 
for families. So this is great.”

Yangon residents say they have 
enjoyed the park in the past, and 
are waiting to see what happens 
with the development before making 
judgment.

Ko Myo Minn, 27, says he enjoyed 
visiting when he was a student.

“The park was so big and not 

crowded like other parks. There 
were lots of trees and many had 
their species labeled, like a botani-
cal garden – and there was a kara-
oke room where we could show off 
our vocal abilities,” he said. “I en-
joyed the old park a lot.”

He is now employed full-time and 
too busy to visit, so he said he’s not 
sure if the park’s development is a 
good idea.

“If the upgrades are completed, 
the park could be lively again – but I 
still want the trees to be preserved,” 
he said.

Another official from the commit-
tee overseeing the Mya Kyun Thar 
development said that an access road 
is currently being built by Max Myan-
mar, and most of the companies are 
expected to begin construction at the 
site this year.

Noe Noe 
aung

noenoeag@gmail.com

There is lots of development near Inya Lake – not only Mya Khun Thar (foreground) but also the Sedona expansion and HAGL projects (background).  Photo: Zarni Phyo

Placing Mya Kyun Thar Park
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK

WERE Eminem a resident of the 
greater Yangon area, one presumes 
he would be living at 8 Mile.

While the criteria for this state-
ment is based entirely on the similar-
ity of the name of the Yangon neigh-
bourhood and the American rapper’s 
Detroit-area home, 8 Mile has a lot 
going for it. Well, the Yangon 8 Mile, at 
least – House of the Week can’t vouch 
for amenities in greater Detroit, and 
reviews seem somewhat mixed.

This week’s home near Pyay Road 
is a standalone in a large compound. 
It could also make the transition to an 

office – such as a recording studio – 
relatively easily.

It’s two storeys, a total of 3600 
square feet in a large 8000-square-
foot compound. It boasts three mas-
ter bedrooms, two single bedrooms, 
four bedrooms, an assortment of liv-
ing and dining rooms and a kitchen. 
There’s some furniture, but you’ll 
want to be adding more.

There’s a lovely small garden out-
side, which could be expanded.

A selling point is the location. It 
is located in Mayangone township, 
within reach of uptown amenities like 

Junction 8 Mile.
The price is lower than some 

homes in the area, and is certainly 
negotiable. Though you may only have 
one shot, one opportunity, to seize ev-
erything you ever wanted in a home.

– Tin Yadanar Htun

Location	 :	T hiri Mingalar Street, 
		  Mayangone township
Price	 :	 $4200 per month 
		  (negotiable)
Contact	 :	 Estate Myanmar Real 

Estate Agency
Phone	 :	 09-43118787, 09-43031699

Lose yourself at 8 Mile

Quote of the week

A look at the year that 
was in photographs
WORLD 32 – 33

“In Myanmar, we have planned so many strategies which have never 
been implemented successfully.”		

— Economist U Hla Maung

THE trend for large-scale construction 
projects continued to alter Yangon’s 
skyline in 2014, with work on many tall 
buildings now under way and dozens 
more in the planning stages.

There will be more skyscrapers add-
ed in 2015 and beyond, as developers 
build upward as well as outward to ac-
commodate the city’s expanding popu-
lation and growing demand for homes.

Yet many local firms don’t have 
the experience or capital necessary for 
constructing these skyscrapers. They 
are increasingly turning to foreign 
partners to assist them with financing 
and constructing these larger projects, 
often on land that is first secured by the 
local firm.

“There is a lot of [undeveloped] 
land still owned by the government 
and Yangon City Development Com-
mittee [YCDC] in Yangon, along with 
all the new projects that are coopera-
tions between foreign and local firms,” 
said U Yan Aung, manager at Asia 
Builders Construction.

Although there have been some 
foreign companies involved in the do-
mestic property market for some time, 
interest has picked up significantly in 
the past few years.

Yangon’s swath of new skyscrap-
ers are often presented “international 
standard” in their promotional cam-
paigns, highlighting the expertise the 
foreign developers bring to the project 
– though representatives from local 
firms say they are also trying to learn 
from these foreign firms.

“Foreign developers should be coop-
erating with two or more local devel-
opers on a project,” said U Aung Min, 
director of Myat Min Construction. 

“Local developers are often not 
familiar with large-scale develop-
ments, but it’s important to gain this 
knowledge because large develop-
ments can be ready in a short time, 
with many rooms to sell.”

Myanmar Construction Entre-
preneurs Association vice president 
U Tha Aye said it is too early to say 
Myanmar has turned the corner on 
improving its construction sector, 
though many projects have been 
added and business is growing. 
“It is important the construction sec-
tor develops with the correct rules 
and regulations,” he said.

U Myo Thant, vice secretary of busi-
ness association UMFCCI, said the My-
anmar Investment Commission assists 
with striking a balance between foreign 
and local participation in projects to 
ensure both sides benefit.

Local firms angle for 
skyscraper know-how
tin yadanar Tun
yadanar.mcm@gmail.com
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LATE last month, Japan’s top research 
institute hammered the final nail in 
the coffin of what was once billed as 
a ground-breaking stem cell study, 
dismissing it as flawed and saying the 
work could have been fabricated.

The revelations came shortly after 
a young researcher at the centre of the 
scandal, which has rocked the country’s 
scientific establishment, said she would 
resign after failing to reproduce the suc-
cessful conversion of an adult cell into 
a stem cell-like state, known as ‘STAP’ 
cells.

The failure marked a stunning fall 
from grace for 31-year-old Haruko 
Obokata, whose co-researcher com-
mitted suicide amid the embarrassing 
scandal that prompted respected sci-
ence journal Nature to retract an article 
detailing the research.

On December 26, the government-
backed Riken institute, which spon-
sored the study, said embryonic stem 
cells had been added in the process of 
the research, countering Ms Obokata’s 
contention that she had found an easier 
way to generate new stem cells in the 
lab.

“But we can’t conclude whether the 
mixing was done on purpose or by mis-
take nor can we conclude who did it,” 
probe team chief Isao Katsura, head of 
the National Institute of Genetics, told a 
news briefing in Tokyo.

In January 2014, Ms Riken trum-
peted Obokata’s simple method to 
re-programme adult cells to work like 
stem cells.

The study was top news in Japan, 
where the photogenic Ms Obokata, a 
Harvard-trained scientist, became a 
phenomenon.

But media attention soon grew into 
scepticism as doubts emerged about Ms 
Obokata’s papers on Stimulus-Triggered 

Acquisition of Pluripotency (STAP).
Mistakes were discovered in some 

data published in two papers, photo-
graph captions were found to be mis-
leading, and the work itself could not 
be repeated by other scientists.

On December 26 the head of the 
probe team, which was made up of 
scientists outside the institute and law-
yers, said the committee interviewed 
Obokata three times.

“During the last of our interviews we 
told her that we had enough evidence to 
show the mixing-in [of embryonic stem 
cells],” Mr Katsura said.

“Then, before us asking anything, 
Ms Obokata said ‘I’ve never mixed 
them.’”

Embryonic stem cells are prototype 
“mother” cells found in early-stage em-
bryos, with the potential to become any 
kind of tissue in the body. But critics 
argue that an embryo is a human life, 
pointing to ethical problems.

Another way of generating stem cells 
from adult skin cells, called induced 
Pluripotent Stem (iPS), are cumber-
some compared with the method which 
Ms Obokata claimed to have discovered, 
scientists have said.

Ms Obokata, who earlier said she 
created STAP cells some 200 times, 
since July has been trying in tandem 
with independent teams to reproduce 
her own results. She claimed there was 
a secret knack for creating STAP cells, 
but has refused to publicise it, asserting 
it is a subject of her future papers.

As the scandal deepened, Ms Oboka-
ta’s mentor and co-author, stem cell 
scientist Yoshiki Sasai, hanged himself, 
further shaking Japan’s scientific estab-
lishment.

Riken has pledged to restructure 
its Center for Developmental Biology 
where the scandal took place. - AFP

Top Japan lab 
dismisses stem 
cell study

EUROPEAN researchers said last 
month they have devised the first tiny 
motion detector that could help find 
microscopic life forms on distant plan-
ets.

Until now, scientists have tried to 
find signs of extraterrestrial life by lis-
tening for sounds that might be emit-
ted from an alien world, by scanning 
the skies with potent telescopes and 
by sending robotic probes and rovers 
to analyse the chemical fingerprint of 
samples from comets and planets.

But researchers in Switzerland 
and Belgium were interested in a new 
method. Taking advantage of move-
ment, which they call “a universal sig-
nature of life”, they would aim to sense 
on a nanolevel the tiny motions that all 
life forms make.

They began to explore the possibil-
ity of searching for life with a sensor at-
tuned to those nanoscale vibrations in 
microscopic organisms such as bacteria 
and yeast.

“The nanomotion detector allows 
studying life from a new perspec-
tive: Life is movement,” said Giovanni 
Longo, lead author of the paper in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, a peer–reviewed US journal. 

“This means that the nanomotion 
detector can detect any small move-
ment of living systems and deliver a 
complementary point of view in the 
search for life,” he told AFP via email 
from Switzerland.

Mr Longo, a scientist at the Ecole 
Polytechnique Federale de Lausanne, 
and colleagues at Vlaams Instituut voor 
Biotechnologie in Belgium devised an 
instrument that is smaller than a mil-
limetre – just a few hundred microns 
in length – that can sense the smallest 
nanoscale movements.

They tested it on a variety of  

living things, including E coli, yeast, as 
well as human, plant and mice cells in 
the lab.

In all cases, when living organisms 
were placed near the sensor, they “pro-
duced an increase in the amplitude of 
the measured fluctuations”, said the 
study.

Mr Longo and colleagues also 
scooped up soil and water from the 
grounds near their Swiss lab and found 
that the sensor could detect tiny life 
there, too.

Researchers found they could ma-
nipulate the movements of the life 
forms by adding nutrients which the 
cells would consume, or adding chemi-
cals that would kill them, making the 
motion stop.

“The detection system can be used 
as a simple, extremely sensitive, and 
weight–efficient ‘life detector,’” the 
study said.

Mr Longo said a prototype would 
cost less than US$10,000, would use 
very little battery power and could be 
contained in a 20-by-20 centimetre (8-
inch) box.

The device has not been presented 

yet to NASA or the European Space 
Agency, but efforts are under way to 
write a proposal and make a prototype 
that could travel to space on a robotic 
vessel or orbiter that is hunting for ex-
traterrestrial life, Mr Longo said.

If it had been available to the ESA’s 
Rosetta mission, which recently sent its 
Philae lander onto a comet for the first 
time and detected water and possible 
signatures of life in the form of com-
plex carbon, it could have propelled the 
science one step further, “determining 
if these conditions are still harbouring 
life, in any form”, Longo said.

If the world’s space agencies find 
a way to use it, the detector could be 
used to search for life on the moons of 
Jupiter or Saturn, or on Mars, where it 
might help scientists recognize life ex-
ists in a form that they had not previ-
ously expected or understood.

The sensor could also be used to 
detect extreme life forms in areas that 
are hard to measure on Earth, such as 
volcanoes and the ocean floor, he said.

However, it could be years before 
the sensor is actually tested in space.

“It is rare that anything is ‘simple’ in 
the context of space exploration,” said 
Ariel Anbar, a professor in the School 
of Earth and Space Exploration and the 
department of chemistry and biochem-
istry at Arizona State University.

Nonetheless, Anbar, who was not in-
volved in the study, described the work 
as “refreshing” and a “fundamentally 
new idea”.

“Motion–detection on such a scale 
has never been attempted before as 
an extraterrestrial life detection ap-
proach,” he told AFP.

“If it is as technologically simple to 
implement as the authors claim, then it 
could be worth integrating into future 
mission concepts.” – AFP

TOKYOMIAMI

Tiny ‘life detector’ could sense 
alien movement: study

‘The detection 
system can be 
used as a simple, 
extremely sensitive, 
and weight-efficient 
“life detector”.’

Giovanni Longo 
Lead author

The search for a supply
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Budget Beat Blasters

Available: Royal Tech
No 238, Mahabandoola Garden (Bar) Street, Kyauktada township

Ph: 09-73032800, 09-73032900

Dancing Water Mini Speaker
Equal parts speaker and lava lamp, this conversation piece is 
compatible with any media device with a 3.5mm plug.
K14,500

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

- Myo Satt

SENICC (SN-467)
Despite the small size this speaker boasts su-
perior sound quality, and is durable enough to 
safely travel in your purse or backpack for all 
your day’s adventures.
K6,000

SENIC (SN-401)
If you have a crowded desk, or simply like your gadgets ex-
tra-compact, this is the speaker set for you. Includes a light-
up function, and charges via USB ports on Mac and PC. 
K9000

Sonigear (Tatoo 101)
The solid design of these dual-channel speakers 
gives them a rich sound with excellent bass. Per-
fect for watching videos at home.
K7000

INTERNET giant Google’s unwilling-
ness to obey Chinese law is to blame 
for the shutdown of its hugely popu-
lar email service, state–run media 
said on December 30 after the last 
easy way to access Gmail was appar-
ently blocked.

“China welcomes the company to 
do business on the prerequisite that 
it obeys Chinese law; however Google 
values more its reluctance to be re-
stricted by Chinese law, resulting in 
conflict,” the Global Times said in an 
editorial.

Gmail, the world’s biggest email 
service, has been largely inaccessible 
from within China since the run-up to 
the 25th anniversary in June of the Ti-
ananmen Square crackdown on pro-
democracy demonstrators.

Users could access the service by 
using third–party mail applications, 
rather than the webpage. But Jeremy 
Goldkorn, founder of Beijing-based 
Danwei which tracks Chinese media 

and the internet, said those ways of 
connecting were also barred in recent 
days.

Some access seemed to be restored 
on the afteroon of December 30, with 
some users saying they could down-
load messages.

Google’s own Transparency Re-
port showed a slight uptick in traffic 
compared with the past two days, al-
though the amount of users accessing 
Gmail from China was still a fraction 
of what it was before the block.

China operates the world’s most 
extensive and sophisticated internet 
censorship system, known as the 
“Great Firewall”.

Foreign websites such as Face-
book, Twitter and YouTube are rou-
tinely blocked and content that the 
ruling Communist Party deems offen-
sive is often quickly deleted.

Google withdrew from China in 
2010 after a fallout with Beijing over 
censorship issues. – AFP

China: Google provoked 
Gmail blocking 

CHRISTMAS may be over, but Oore-
doo is hoping consumers are still in 
a giving mood. On December 30, the 
Qatar-based telco unveiled its newest 
digital service, allowing customers to 
transfer calling credit to other users at 
the push of a button.

By typing *155* followed by the 
amount they want to transfer and 
the receiving phone number, users 
can send up to K5000 worth of credit 
to friends or family on the Ooredoo  
network.

According to Ooredoo representa-
tives, the transfers take place in a mat-
ter of seconds. The company charges 

K100 for each completed transfer.
Since winning tenders to operate 

in Myanmar in 2013, both Ooredoo 
and the Norwegian multinational Tel-
enor have faced setbacks and delays in 
building their national network infra-
structure, which in turn has delayed 
their ability to expand their digital ser-
vices since officially launching in 2014.

In addition, a lack of regulatory 
clarity from the government has im-
peded both operators ability to de-
velop services such as mobile banking. 
However, both companies and the gov-
ernment has promised a raft of new 
digital services in the coming year.

Whether this transfer option will 
be enough to lure new customers re-
mains to be seen.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times, 
several mobile phone users pointed 
out that MPT has offered the same ser-
vice for several years at a rate of K25 
per transfer.

Ooredoo adds credit 
transfer services 

Aung 
Kyaw 

Nyunt
aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com
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There goes the Year of the Horse. As 
2015 begins and the Year of the Sheep 
approaches, it’s time for one last look 
at the year we left behind.  

Last year our winner of the “Worst 
year in Asia” was US President Barack 
Obama. However this year, despite a 
trying year at home where midterm 
elections saw the president’s political 
party lose control of the US Senate, 
he has avoided an appearance on our 
“Worst year in Asia 2014 edition”.

 Read who took the “honour” – 
along with our take on the people who 
had a really bad year, a bad year, a 
not-so-good-or-bad year, a good year 
and the best year in Asia. Congrats, of 
sorts, to all.

WORST YEAR IN ASIA 
The Rohingya people 
Stateless. Marginalised. Persecuted. 
These are the words used to describe 
the plight of Myanmar’s Muslim 
minority the Rohingya – a people 
whose very identity Myanmar’s leaders 
and would-be leaders including Nobel 
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi decline to 
recognise. Sectarian riots have killed 
hundreds. Thousands have fled, easy 
targets for human traffickers, and at 
least dozens have drowned, fleeing on 
rickety boats to Malaysia or Indone-
sia.Those that stay in Myanmar face 
restrictions on movement, marriage 
and education. This year is unlikely 
to bring any respite as the nation’s 
primarily Buddhist and majority 
Bamar (or Burman) ethnicity elector-
ate and all too many foreign investors, 
enamored of a new Burma, look the 
other way. 

REALLY BAD YEAR
The once-anonymous Asian  
business executive
Can it get it much worse for Malaysia 
Airlines CEO Ahmad Jauhari Yahya or 
Sony CEO Kaz Hirai?  In a region all 
too often stereotyped as the realm of 
crony capitalism and secretive CEOs – 
shareholder accountability, what’s that? 
– 2014 saw tragedy and a cyberattack 
bring to Asian executives the sort of 
scrutiny that Western business execu-
tives have grown accustomed to in a 
world dominated by social media and a 
24-hour news cycle. In Kuala Lumpur, 

Mr Yahya continues for now as head of 
an airline still struggling in the wake of 
one missing airliner and another shot 
down over the Ukraine.  In Tokyo, Mr 
Hirai has had a lot of explaining to do, 
first over the struggling conglomer-
ate’s billions of dollars in losses in five 
of the last six years. Now comes the 
“mother of all email leaks”, deriving 
from a cyberattack suspected to be of 
North Korean origin and detailing ten-
sion between Mr Hirai and Hollywood 
subsidiary Sony Pictures Entertainment 
– one of its few, if not only, profitable 
units. Not everyone can be a Jack Ma, 
the founder of China  
e-commerce pioneer Alibaba who saw a 
2014 IPO turn him into China’s richest 
man, or Air Asia CEO Tony Fernandes 
whose performance so far in the midst 
of the latest air tragedy to strike Asia 
has so far been hitting the right notes.

BAD YEAR
Cho Hyun-ah
And then there’s Cho Hyun-ah, also 
known as Heather Cho, the one-time 
Korean Air vice president. We know 
that air travel has become a drag. Just 
ask Ms Cho, whose father Cho Yang-ho 
runs the airline, and who took it upon 
herself to order a plane back to gate in 
order to remove a steward who failed to 
ensure that her macadamia nuts were 
served to her on a plate, not in a bag.  
The incident of “nutrage” went viral, 
and has brought unwanted attention 
to South Korea’s conglomerates, the 
families who run them, and the power 
they wield. The only winner: sellers of 
macadamia nuts, who saw sales jump 
after the incident became public.

NOT-SO-GOOD YEAR
Umbrella Man 
In late September, thousands took to 
Hong Kong’s central business district 
demanding fully free elections only to 
be met by police using pepper spray 
and tear gas to disperse them. Thus 
was born the “Umbrella Revolution”, 
and an image of “Umbrella Man” – 
that of a defiant protester clutching 
an umbrella amidst tear gas – was 
beamed across the globe to became 
the symbol of the movement. Much 
more than a symbol of Hong Kong’s 
struggle to find a way forward under 
Beijing’s heavy hand, the Umbrella 
Man speaks to the plight of democracy 

in the region.  Whether the jailing of 
pro-democracy bloggers in Vietnam 
and anti-coup activists in Thailand, or 
stalled reforms in Myanmar, Cambodia 
and Laos, 2014 was clearly a not-so-
good year for democracy in Asia.

NOT-SO-BAD YEAR
Kim Jong Un
They say there’s no such thing as “bad 
press”, and perhaps this whole blow-up 
behind Sony Films’ political comedy 
The Interview, which depicts the as-
sassination of North Korea’s supreme 
leader Kim Jong Un by a newsman 
and producer played by actors James 
Franco and Seth Rogen, may have 
been exactly what Mr Kim wanted to 
announce his return, and relevance, af-
ter disappearing from public view ear-
lier this year.  Joining the likes of Brad 
Pitt and Angelina Jolie on the pages of 
popular magazines that normally don’t 
cover diplomatic news, Mr Kim is now 
a household name to people who had 
no idea who he is or what’s going on 
in the Korean peninsula.  His nation’s 
economy may be falling fast, and his 
conventional arms rusting away, but 
there’s no questioning that Mr Kim 
had made headlines from Hollywood 
to Washington to Tokyo at year’s end.

GOOD YEAR 
India’s space program 
Many Asian nations talk about moving 
up the knowledge and value chains, 
but no one did it in such a dramatic 
fashion as India with its first interplan-
etary mission, officially called M-O-M, 
for Mars Orbiter Mission. Launched by 
the Indian Space Research Organisa-
tion in November 2013, its Mars craft, 
after a 298 day journey, successfully 
entered Mars’s orbit on September 24.  
In doing so, India became the world’s 
fourth nation to embark successfully 
on an interplanetary journey, and did 
so in its first attempt – something, 
the US and other space powers can’t 
claim – and in a triumph of low-cost 
engineering, at a US$74 million price 
tag. That’s less than the cost of the 
Hollywood movie Gravity.  

BEST YEAR
Asia’s new management
Jokowi, Modi, and even Xi and Abe.  
Best year in Asia goes to leaders 
of countries representing the vast 
majority of Asia’s populace.  “Under 
New Management”, a sign often 
signalling changes to come, would also 
be appropriate across a map of Asia as 
China, India, and Indonesia, home to 
a third of the planet’s population, have 
undergone a change in leadership 
these past two years. India’s Narendra 
Modi and Indonesia’s Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo are seen as pro-business and 
reform-minded. Their agendas have 
the potential to kick into high gear 
their respective countries’ econo-
mies. They will face a tough, uphill 
battle to root out corruption and im-
prove each country’s business environ-
ment, as will Xi Jinping in China and 
Japan’s Shinzo Abe, but if successful, 
together will assure the region’s critical 
role in growing the global economy, 
and accelerate the rise of the “Asian 
Century.”

Curtis S Chin, a former U.S. Ambassador to 
the Asian Development Bank, is managing 
director of advisory firm RiverPeak Group, 
LLC.  Jose B Collazo is a Southeast Asia 
analyst and an associate at RiverPeak 
Group.

Who had the worst 2014 in Asia? Not 
Obama, but sadly, an entire ethnicity

Search for Air Asia crash spot 
tightens as more bodies retrieved

Curtis S Chin & Jose B Collazo 

OPINION

PANGKALAN BUN

INDONESIAN recovery teams 
narrowed the search area for 
AirAsia Flight 8501 on January 
2, hopeful they were closing in 
on the plane’s crash site, with a 

total of 16 bodies and more debris 
recovered from the sea.

French and Singaporean inves-
tigators with equipment for detect-
ing the signal from the plane’s black 
boxes were set to join the hunt for the 
Airbus A320-200, which disappeared 
from radar during a storm on De-
cember 28 en route from Indonesia’s 
second city of Surabaya to Singapore.

The plane crashed in the shallow 
waters of the Java Sea off Borneo 
but rough weather and high seas 
were hampering the search for the 
fuselage and the bodies of the 162 
passengers and crew.

Search and rescue agency chief 
chief Bambang Soelistyo said the 
search on January 2 was focused on 
an area of 1575 nautical square miles, 
with 29 ships and 17 aircraft engaged 
in the operation. It is a tenth the size 
of the previous, which covered an 
area of 13,500 nautical square miles.

“There are two main tasks in 
this priority sector: First, to locate 
the biggest part of the plane’s body.

“The second task is to find the 
position of the black boxes, or 
flight recorders, which will be car-
ried out by the KNKT [National  

Transport Safety committee] which 
start working today,” he told a press 
conference.

“Divers are already on standby 
at the navy ship Banda Aceh to dive 
on that priority area to locate the 
body of the plane,” he said.

“I hope we’ll get a significant re-
sult today.”

Another search official, SB Su-
priyadi, said the bodies and debris 
recovered so far had been found 
within a relatively small area, 
which indicated the fuselage was 
likely nearby.

“We found parts of the plane 
which could be part of the wing or 
the plane’s interior,” he said on lo-
cal television channel MetroTV, dis-
playing a white wooden structure 
about 1.5 metres by 1 metre (5 feet 
by 3 feet) with part of a corrugated 
hose attached.

Former transport minister Jus-
man Syafii Djamal said it appeared 
to be part of a wing flap.

Mr Supriyadi told MetroTV 
that they had also detected a metal 
structure but it proved to be a false 
lead, possibly a sunken ship.

There are dozens of shipwrecks 
in the Java Sea, both modern and 
from World War II when the area 
was the scene of a major naval 
battle between the Allies and the  
invading Japanese.

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
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States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New 
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New Year’s Eve crush 
deaths mainly women

Search for Air Asia crash spot 
tightens as more bodies retrieved

SHANGHAI

CHINA on January 2 mourned the 36 
dead from a New Year’s Eve crush on 
Shanghai’s famed waterfront, as the 
city government revealed the victims 
were mainly young women.

In the morning, around 100 people 
gathered in front of a statue of Shang-
hai’s first communist mayor Chen Yi 
near the accident scene, some laying 
flowers in a government-approved 
show of mourning.

The youngest of the 32 victims 
identified so far was a 12-year-old 
boy, the oldest 37. All but four were 
aged 25 or under, according to a list 
released by the city government on 
January 2, and 21 were female.

University student Chen Xiaohang 
placed white chrysanthemums at the 
site in memory of the sister of a high-
school classmate who died.

“I feel very sad about this and I 
hope the government will offer bet-
ter safety controls for events like this,” 
she said.

The incident was Shanghai’s 
most deadly accident since a fire in 
a high-rise residential building killed 
58 people in 2010 and tarnished the 
commercial hub’s international repu-
tation.

Shanghai residents were question-
ing why the city government did not 
control the crowds, though police said 
a “more than normal” 700 police offic-
ers were present.

“The Shanghai government should 
take responsibility for the incident,” 
said taxi driver Xu Jianzhong.

Authorities at first removed flow-
ers after the incident but later set up 
crowd barriers to allow them to be 
laid in a controlled area. On the even-
ing of January 1, mourners lit can-
dles including an arrangement in the 
shape of a heart.

Internet postings and media  

reports initially blamed US dollar-like 
notes, which were actually promo-
tional items from M18, a glitzy Bund 
nightclub, thrown from a building for 
setting off a scramble and causing the 
carnage.

But police said the “money” throw-
ing occurred 12 minutes after and 60 
metres away from the crush in a plaza.

“This happened after the stampede 
incident,” police said in a statement 
that cited surveillance video, adding it 
did not cause crowding pressure.

Shortly after the incident Chinese 
President Xi Jinping demanded an 
immediate investigation.

The disaster, centred on a wide 
stairway leading up to a riverfront 
promenade, happened shortly before 
midnight on December 31 as people 
packed the Bund area to usher in 
2015.

The Bund, renowned for its colo-
nial architecture, is the former finan-
cial district of China’s commercial 
hub and now a popular tourist desti-
nation, packed with high-end restau-
rants and expensive boutiques.

Shanghai residents have tradition-
ally flocked there to celebrate New 
Year, and more recently the district 
government has staged official cel-
ebrations.

This year’s “countdown” included 
a light show, performances and fire-
works. It was scaled down and moved 
to a new location specifically due to 
concerns about overcrowding after 
nearly 300,000 people turned out to 
see the spectacle last New Year’s Eve, 
the Shanghai Daily said.

The tragedy was a “wake-up call 
that the world’s second-largest econo-
my is still a developing country which 
has fragile social management”, the of-
ficial news agency Xinhua said in an 
unusually critical commentary. – AFP

IN PICTURES
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Revellers film fireworks 
during a New Year 
celebration in Manila 
on January 1. The 
Philippines is mainly 
Roman Catholic but 
the event draws on 
ancient superstitions 
and Chinese traditions 
in which the noise from 
firecrackers is meant to 
drive away evil spirits 
and bring good luck 
in the coming year. 
Philippine authorities 
said more than 260 
people had been injured 
by fireworks, firecrackers 
or stray bullets in the 
days leading up to New 
Year’s Eve.    

Mr Supriyadi also said the  
weather had improved to allow the 
use of helicopters as well as ships in 
the search.

“Besides the aerial search, we’ll 
concentrate on searching for the 
fuselage using sonar detectors,” he 
said.

“Hopefully we’ll be able to locate 
it so that the victims will be immedi-
ately retrieved and brought to their 
families.”

Relatives held the first funeral for 
an AirAsia victim on January 1 af-
ternoon after her body was handed 
over to her family in Surabaya.

Police said she was identified as 
Hayati Lutfiah Hami from finger-
prints and a surgery scar, plus an ID 
and a bracelet on her which the fam-
ily recognised.

A crisis centre for identifying the 
victims has been set up at a police 
hospital in Surabaya with facilities 
to store 150 bodies.

Police said they would be us-
ing fingerprints, dental records and 
DNA to identify victims. Visual iden-
tification is likely to become more 
difficult the longer the bodies re-
main in the tropical sea.

The plane is believed to be in 

relatively shallow water of around 
25-32 metres (82-105 feet).

Before take-off the pilot had 
asked for permission to fly at a 
higher altitude to avoid a storm. But 
his request was not approved due to 
other planes above him on the popu-
lar route, according to AirNav, Indo-
nesia’s air traffic control.

In his last communication, Cap-
tain Iriyanto, an experienced former 
air force pilot, said he wanted to 
change course to avoid the menac-
ing storm system. Then all contact 
was lost, about 40 minutes after the 
plane had taken off.

Of the 162 passengers and crew 
on board Flight QZ8501, 155 were In-
donesian, with three South Koreans, 
one Singaporean, one Malaysian, 
one Briton and a Frenchman, the co-
pilot Remi Plesel.

The plane was operated by  
AirAsia Indonesia, a unit of Malay-
sia-based AirAsia, which previously 
had a solid safety record.

The crash came at the end of a 
disastrous year for Malaysian air 
travel.

After the disappearance of Flight 
MH370 in March, en route from 
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing with 239 
passengers and crew, another Ma-
laysia Airlines flight MH17 was shot 
down over Ukraine in July, killing all 
298 on board. – AFP

Indonesian officers carry wreckage from AirAsia flight QZ8501. Photo: AFP
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a tourist at Copacabana beach in Brazil 
jokes in front of an advertisement showing 
uruguay’s forward luis Suarez on June 26 
following his four-month soccer ban for 
biting italian Giorgio Chiellini.

January

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

riot police officers gather to clash with 
protesters in Kiev on January 22 following 
two months of protests over then-ukrainian 
president Viktor yanukovych’s failure to sign 
a deal for closer ties with the eu. 

Pope Francis prays at israel’s separation 
barrier in Bethlehem on May 25, during a 
three-day Middle east tour aimed at forging 
regional peace. 

South Sudanese children from the dinka 
ethnic group stand at a cattle camp in the 
town of yirol, in South Sudan, on February 12 
as un leader Ban Ki-moon condemned the 
use of cluster bombs in the war there.

the mother of murdered abdolah 
Hosseinzadeh slaps the man who killed 
him during the execution ceremony 
in nowshahr on april 15, before she 
removed the noose around his neck – 
sparing his life. 

an anti-government activist is arrested 
by national police during a protest 
against Venezuela President nicolas 
Maduro’s government in Caracas on 
March 13.

AprilMay

March

February

June
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Mourners light candles during a vigil in 
islamabad on december 18, for the 148 
people – mainly children – killed in a 
Pakistani taliban attack on an army-run 
school in Peshawar.
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Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Wreckage covers the crash site of the 
downed Malaysia airlines flight MH17 in 
a field near the village of Grabove, in the 
donetsk region on July 23 almost a week 
after it was shot down over ukraine. 

a medic stitches the head of a wounded 
Syrian boy at a makeshift clinic after a
mortar reportedly fired by Syrian govern-
ment forces fell in the rebel town of douma 
where 200,000 people were under siege.

Palestinians flee their destroyed 
neighbourhood on a horse and cart in the 
northern Gaza Strip city of Beit Hanun, on 
august 18, just hours before the midnight 
expiry of a five-day ceasefire. 

a woman reacts after her husband dies 
from suspected ebola virus in the liberian 
capital Monrovia on october 4, during 
the deadliest epidemic of the disease on 
record. 

South african Paralympian athlete 
oscar Pistorius leaves the High Court 
on September 11 after being found not 
guilty of murdering his girlfriend reeva 
Steenkamp.

December

July
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CHHEURIA MANILA

AFTER giving up all worldly posses-
sions, they wander the Bangladesh 
countryside dressed in white robes, 
singing of peace and love for all with 
their single-stringed ektaras.

Bangladesh’s “mystic minstrels” 
have long been dismissed as hippies 
and even attacked and killed after 
being branded heretics in the Mus-
lim-majority country.

According to their leaders, Bang-
ladesh’s minstrels, known as Bauls, 
are growing in popularity, even at-
tracting members of the rising mid-
dle class with their ethos of inclusion 
and rejection of consumerism.

“More and more people are 
drawn to Baul philosophy and its 
humanism despite the attacks and 
daily humiliation,” said Mohammad 
Aynuddin, 35, an English teacher at a 
state school who describes himself as 
a Baul enthusiast.

Originating in Bengal in the 17th 
century, the sect was popularised by 
musician and social reformer Lalon 
Shah whose moving songs of reli-
gious tolerance inspired poets and 
thinkers of the time.

Many ascetic Bauls renounce the 
modern world and travel on foot 
from town to town singing and beg-
ging alms, staying at ashrams, but 
have no fixed address. Others choose 
to remain in their homes, but live 
a quiet, secluded life of music and  
worship.

Strongest in west Bangladesh and 
across the border in India’s West 
Bengal, the sect’s philosophy is a mix 
of Hinduism and Sufism rather than 
one specific religion, angering some 
Islamic hardliners.

In November, suspected Islamist 
militants hacked to death a popular 
sociology professor who had held 
weekly meetings on Baul philosophy 
and also pushed for a ban on the full-
face veil on campus.

Although police are still inves-
tigating, the professor’s son and 
his colleagues believe both moves  
enraged religious fanatics.

In August, Muslim villagers also 
attacked a group of wandering Bauls, 
hacking off their beards and hair 
and forcing them to recite Islamic 
prayers, according to the Daily Star 
newspaper.

But such attacks failed to dent 
the mood recently at Lalon’s shrine 

in a remote western village, where 
sect members new and old gathered 
to mark the 124th anniversary of the 
singer’s death.

Blindfolded, with their hands tied 
and drapped in white death shrouds, 
new recruits Aftab and Saleha were 
led around the shrine, while dozens 
sang and played their ektaras and 
drums, in a lively initiation.

The 70-year-old husband and 
wife, who both use only one name, 
have handed over their prosperous 
restaurant in Dhaka to their chil-
dren, to spend the rest of their lives 
roaming the country singing.

“Today I’ll become a beggar. 
I’ll live by begging and won’t care 
about worldly affairs,” the worship-
pers sang as the pair,  dressed in the 
shrouds to symbolise their “last jour-
ney as free souls”, walked around the 
shrine seven times.

Thousands of Bauls took part in 
five days of singing and other cel-
ebrations for Lalon in late October in 
the border town of Chheuria where 
he once established an ashram for 
his followers.

“From now on their religion will 
be humanism. They’ll be neither 
Muslim nor Hindu or Christian,” said 
Banat Ali Fakir, who became a Baul 
seven years ago, as he watched the 
initiation. 

After taking a two-day vow of si-
lence, the new recruits were expected 
to beg rice and other food from ad-
joining neighbourhoods to host a 
feast for their fellow followers.

“In the past only a few hundred 
people would visit the shrine daily,” 
shrine caretaker Mohammad Ali Fa-
kir said.

“Now there are days we see 2000 
to 5000 people. More and more peo-
ple are becoming Bauls as its core 
message is humanism. It does not 
differentiate between peoples or 
castes,” he said.

Some Bauls expressed concern 
about the recent attacks, saying that, 
with just a musical instrument, they 
are vulnerable and unable to defend 
themselves as they travel around 
singing.

“They ask us: Why don’t we say 
our Islamic prayers or fast during the 

month of Ramadan? They warn that 
nobody will join our funeral prayers,” 
Baul enthusiast Aynuddin said, de-
scribing the response of his Muslim 
fellow villagers.

But Baul researcher and writer 
Saymon Zakaria said the attacks are 
“nothing new” although he conceded 
they are growing amid a rise in the 
number of “hardline Islamists in rural 
areas who see the Bauls as a threat”.

“Most Bauls simply ignore these 
attacks and live a quiet life among 
villagers. They are mainly pacifists 
who won’t fight back,” he said.

Bauls are growing in numbers in 
cities because of their “pastoral ap-
peal” although there are no official 
figures.

Baul philosophy is even spreading 
to Western countries like Japan be-
cause “it’s a kind of rebellion against 
consumerism. It is also a new fash-
ion,” according to Mr Zakaria.

“People are tired of straightjacket 
rituals. They seek peace and salva-
tion and they find that in Lalon 
Shah’s songs and Baul lifestyle,” he 
said. – AFP

Wealthy Bangladeshis adopt 
the life of wandering minstrels

Aftab (right) and Saleha (second left). blindfolded and with their hands tied, are led round the shrine of a revered 
Bangladeshi poet and Sufi mendicant in the village of Chheuria some 250 kms from Dhaka on October 18. Photo: AFP

DETAINED former Philippines presi-
dent Gloria Arroyo was set to be back 
under hospital guard for new year af-
ter being allowed home for Christmas 
ahead of the Pope’s visit to the country.

On December 22 a court decid-
ed to show “compassion” ahead of 
Pope Francis’s January visit to the  
Philippines.

Ms Arroyo has been under arrest 
since 2011 on charges of vote-rigging 
and corruption and is being held in a  
government hospital where she is receiv-
ing treatment for a rare bone disease.

The 67-year-old, who was president 
from 2001-2010, was told she would be 
allowed to stay at her home in Manila 
from December 23 to 26 “for humani-
tarian reasons”, according special anti-
graft court clerk Estela Rosete.

However permission to remain over 
the New Year period was denied.

Ms Rosete quoted a court resolution 
saying the leave was granted “in light 
of the forthcoming visit of his holiness, 
Pope Francis who is the personification 
of mercy and compassion”.

The pontiff is due to visit the pre-
dominantly Roman Catholic archi-
pelago from January 15 to 17 and will 
attend events that are expected to draw 
millions of people.

Ms Rosete stressed that Ms Arroyo 
was only being allowed to visit her 
home. “Not to any other place, just 
there,” she said, adding that visitors 
were permitted and that there would 
be a police escort.

Ms Arroyo’s lawyers had asked 
that she be granted leave from De-
cember 23 to January 3. Her succes-
sor and arch-critic President Benigno 
Aquino has previously blocked Ms 
Arroyo’s efforts to seek medical treat-
ment abroad. – AFP

Former 
president 
sent back to 
detention 
for NY 

3 YEARS
Period of time former Philippine 

president Gloria Arroyo has been held 
under arrest on corruption charges
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TANJUNG LUAR

SHARKS are hauled ashore every day 
at a busy market on the central Indo-
nesian island of Lombok, the hub of 
a booming trade that provides a liveli-
hood for local fishermen but is increas-
ingly alarming environmentalists.

Now a Singaporean is luring the 
fishermen away from Tanjung Luar 
market, where an array of other sea 
creatures including manta rays and 
moray eels are also sold, by offering 
them jobs as local guides for the grow-
ing number of tourists visiting the  
island.

“The whole dream is that there’s 
enough tourists coming, not on a daily 
basis because the corals would be af-
fected, but maybe on a weekly basis,” 
said Kathy Xu, a former teacher who 
gave up her job to focus on the project. 

“Hopefully I can engage more fish-
ermen to do this.”

But Ms Xu recognises that she faces 
an uphill battle to tackle a lucrative 
industry, which is fuelled by demand 
for fins, particularly from China, and 
has transformed the vast Indonesian 
archipelago into the world’s biggest 
shark fishery.

On a recent visit by AFP to Tanjung 
Luar, 10 sharks were laid out on the 
dirty tiled floor before being auctioned 
off, but an environmental group said 
on a busy day up to 300 are brought 
to the market. 

“Sometimes there are so many 
sharks we can’t fit them all in here,” 
said Ismail, a businessmen who fi-
nances local shark fishermen and goes 
by one name.

So far Ms Xu has persuaded a  

handful of fishermen to work with 
tourists, mostly from Singapore, tak-
ing them snorkelling on beautiful 
coral reefs and to secluded white-sand 
beaches, on average twice a month.

She also takes visitors to the mar-
ket to raise awareness about the im-
pact of shark-fishing in Indonesia, 
where 110,000 tonnes are caught a 
year, according to the UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organization. 

During a recent tour, 25 Singapo-
rean students aged 13 to 15 watched 
women transfer fish from colourful 
baskets into buckets, workers sharp-
en their machetes and porters haul 
sharks hung over their shoulders. 

“Normally you find out these prob-
lems from picture books, saying killing 
sharks for their fins is bad, but they 
don’t really go further than that and 
you don’t really think about it anyway,” 
said 14-year-old Ray Chua.

Despite Ms Xu’s efforts, hunting 
sharks remains a better option for 
many local fishermen.

“We get much more money from 
hunting sharks than taking tourists 
to swim. On a lucky day, I can get 10 
times more for catching sharks,” said 
Sulaiman, who goes by one name.

While the fins are sold on to China 
and other countries where they are 
considered a delicacy, the rest of the 
shark is sliced up and its meat and 
skin made into meatball soup and 
snacks that have become part of the 
local diet. 

There has even been a recent trend 
toward eating shark pups, which are 
being sold in major grocery chains 

on the main island of Java, said 
shark protection campaigner Riyanni  
Djangkaru.

Conservationists have long been 
raising the alarm about shark-fishing 
in Indonesia, and point to signs that 
populations have been declining 
around Tanjung Luar and across the 

whole archipelago, which consists of 
over 17,000 islands.

The Lombok market is one of the 
few where sharks are openly landed. 
In other parts of country, fishermen 
hunt sharks in the open sea, slicing off 
their fins and dumping them back in 
the water to die. 

However, protection groups point 
out that careless fishing by tuna trawl-
ers is the biggest killer of sharks. 

Far more of the creatures die when 
they are accidentally caught in trawl-
ers’ nets in places such as Bali, central 
Sulawesi island and in the south of 
Java, than by fishing, they say.  – AFP

Fears grow for falling shark population

A man holds a dry shark skin up for students from Singapore to see as they visit a traditional market in Tanjung Luar in 
Lombok, West Nusa Teggara, on November 14. Photo: AFP
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H ELMETS are mandatory for anyone riding 
a motorcycle in Kengtung in eastern Shan 
State, but traffic police were willing to make 
an exception for the ethnic Akha women who 
sported traditional beaded and metal-festooned 

headgear as they streamed into the town’s football 
stadium on December 28.

They had travelled many kilometres from their 
mountaintop villages to attend the 2015 Akha New Year 
Festival, which celebrated the arrival of the Year of Sheep on 
the Akha astrological calendar.

The elaborate women’s headdresses – whose design 
indicates the wearer’s age and marital status – were not the 
only eye-catching styles on display. Black-dyed costumes 
were decorated with colourful embroidery, and some outfits 
were further embellished with beaded necklaces, metal belts 
or large medallions. Post-adolescent women wore jejaws – 
beaded sashes that hang down the front of the skirt – while 
many men had donned dark turbans, some with dangling 
metal attachments, others with feathers sticking out the top. 

Shan State Chief Minister Sao Aung Myat was on hand 
at the festival’s mid-morning opening ceremony to cut the 
tinsel, release the balloons and deliver the standard rose-
tinted government lecture about unity among Myanmar’s 
ethnic groups.

The festivities ground to a virtual standstill during the 
heat of day, but when night fell the stadium quickly filled 

with vendors selling sticky rice and grilled meat, children 
going crazy in the dragon-shaped bounce house, and young 
men laying down wads of kyat in fruitless efforts to master 
tricky ring-toss and darts games.

On the main stage, distorted pop music blared as 
women in Akha dress performed dances whose movements 
borrowed heavily from Kachin, Kayin and other ethnic styles.

Far more interesting was the secondary stage, which 
featured live performances of eerily lilting Akha vocal music. 
Near this stage, a group of revellers slowly circulated around 
a flagpole, following a wooden pathway that had been laid on 
the ground. As they walked, they rhythmically clacked long 
bamboo sticks on the wood planks, while a few others rang 
gongs or played drums.

Despite the big crowds, many Akha stayed away from the 
celebration in Kengtung because of the expense of travelling 
to the city.

“If they don’t have relatives they can stay with while in 
Kengtong, most of them can’t afford to come to the festival,” 
said Shan tour guide Sai Noom Seng (Matt). He explained 
that the remote Akha villages hold their own New Year 
festivals around January 2 and 3, with celebrations including 
the roasting of pigs.

The Akha are originally from Yunnan Province in China, 
but significant numbers migrated to Myanmar, Laos and 
Thailand in the early 20th century.

They are the second-biggest ethnic group in the Kengtong 
area, accounting for about 10 percent of the regional 
population. The biggest group, the Shan, constitute 80pc of 
the local population. 

douglas long
dlong125@gmail.com
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LOS ANGELES
sony expands distribution for 
‘interview’
Sony Pictures said last week it 
had expanded distribution of 
the controversial comedy The 
Interview to include more theaters 
and video-on-demand platforms, 
after hackers threatened to attack 
cinemas screening the fi lm.

From January 2, a total of 
580 independent theaters were 
showing The Interview – a madcap 
satire about a fi ctional cIa plot to 
assassinate north Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un.

Threats by hackers issued after 
a november cyberattack on Sony 
Pictures initially prompted the movie 
giant to cancel the fi lm’s christmas 
Day release, after many large uS 
theatre chains got cold feet.

The united States has blamed 
north Korea for the cyberattack, but 
Pyongyang has vehemently denied 
any involvement.

The comedy, starring Seth rogen 
and James Franco, eventually 
opened on December 25 in more 
than 300 independent movie houses 
that offered to show the fi lm after 
Sony came under fi re for pulling it.

It was also made available 
on Google Play, youTube Movies, 
Microsoft’s Xbox Video and 
on a dedicated website, www.
seetheinterview.com.

Bhutan directors face uphill 
battle to make movies 

NEW YORK
Kanye West and paul 
mccartney drop surprise 
new Year single
Musical powerhouses Kanye 
West and Paul Mccartney 
have teamed up in a surprise 
collaboration to produce a new 
single released on January 1 
titled “Only One”.

The soft ballad, which 
West said was inspired by his 
daughter, features the vocals of 
the world-famous rapper, and 
former Beatle Mccartney on the 
organ.

The lullaby-like collaboration 
has been in the works since 
early 2014, when the two met 
in a bungalow in Los angeles, 
according to a statement from West’s label Def Jam recordings.

“The process that would result in ‘Only One’ began with a simple 
brainstorming session between the two, with Mccartney improvising on the 
keyboards and Kanye vocally sketching and shaping ideas in a stream-of-
consciousness riff,” it said. 

The song was inspired by West’s daughter north, who was sitting in his lap 
when he sang to her, “Hello my only one”.

West said his own mother used to sing those words to him as a child.
“My mom was singing to me, and through me to my daughter,” said West, 

whose fi rst name also means “only one” in Swahili.

The Global Gossip

US singer Taylor Swift performs 
during New Year’s Eve 
celebrations at the Times Square 
in New York on December 31, 2014. 
Photo: AFP/Jewel Samad

Kanye West arrives for the 2014 LACMA 
Art + Film Gala in Los Angeles on 
November 1, 2014. Photo: AFP/Valerie 
Macon

LOS ANGELES
Jennifer lawrence, ‘Hunger 
games’ stars make Ebola video
Jennifer Lawrence says she would be fi ne 
if she got Ebola, in a video that encourages 
americans to focus more on West africans 
far more likely to die from the dreaded 
virus.

The actress teamed up with fellow stars 
from The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – 
Part 1 for the nearly two-minute online 
public service announcement from the 
Ebola Survival Fund.

The video opens with a montage of clips 
from uS television news coverage of the 
tiny handful of Ebola cases so far in the 
united States. It then points out that none 
of the eight “american patients” treated for 
Ebola in uS hospitals have died, while in 
some parts of West africa only two out of 
every 10 cases survived.

“a lot of them didn’t make it,” says Lawrence, to which her Hunger Games 
co-star Josh Hutcherson replies, “They didn’t have a lot to begin with.”

“In Liberia, they had 50 doctors for 4.4 million people,” Hutcherson says 
before telling Lawrence, “I know what would happen if you got Ebola.”

“I’d be fi ne,” she solemnly replies.
Mahershala ali, Liam Hemsworth, Julianne Moore and Jeffrey Wright also 

appear in the video.
But the core message comes from Harvard medical professor and Partners 

in Health cofounder Paul Farmer. Ebola patients in West africa, he says, 
urgently need IV fl uids, electrolytes, food and “many more well-trained West 
african medical professionals”. – aFP

Jennifer Lawrence arrives for 
the premiere of The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 
at the Nokia Theatre in Los 
Angeles on November 17, 2014. 
Photo: AFP

WHEN Bhutan’s top 
director Tshering 
Wangyel fi nishes 
a fi lm, he and his 
staff  take to the 

Himalayan countryside for months at 
a time armed with a projector, tent, 
screen and tickets.

Moviemaking in the isolated 
kingdom is strenuous business. Not 
only do you have to teach yourself the 
fi lmmaking basics, but you must also 
lug a makeshift cinema from village to 
village to reach Bhutan’s movie-loving 
population. 

Despite the lack of infrastructure, 
Bhutan’s 25-year-old industry is 
thriving, with audiences in one of 
the most remote countries on earth 
fl ocking to homegrown movies that 
blend Bollywood with traditional 
Buddhist teachings. 

“Currently, it takes us a year to 
cover the country for screenings. I 
used to do it myself all the time. Now I 
send my staff ,” Wangyel said.

Many of the industry’s directors 
and actors also have to juggle their 
passion for cinema with day jobs as 
soldiers, monks and even politicians.

Wangyel began his career in 
government, but the avid Bollywood 
fan, who grew up in a country where 
Indian musicals were a staple, always 
had movies on his mind.

“I was living this mundane nine-
to-fi ve life when I decided to make my 
fi rst fi lm: a love triangle about two 
college kids falling for the same girl,” 
Wangyel said.

Three of his friends acted in the 
1999 production and contributed 
US$5000 each toward the shoestring 
budget. Wangyel, then an offi  cial in 
the ministry of agriculture, wrote the 
screenplay and handled the camera, 
sound and lighting.

He also made Bhutan’s fi rst musical 
number, lifting the melody from a 
popular Indian fi lm and convincing his 
cousins to serve as backup dancers.

He released the fl ick, Rawa 
(Hope), in Thimphu’s only cinema, 

the crumbling, rat-infested Lugar, 
currently under renovation. 

By the time he made his second, 
he realised that while production 
was a challenge, distribution was 
an ordeal requiring fi lmmakers to 
carry generators, fuel and screening 
equipment from village to village.

Forty movies later, he says 
distribution continues to be a slog, 
handicapping the industry’s growth.

Despite these challenges, the 
industry has expanded substantially, 
with annual output jumping from 
three fi lms a decade ago to 15 fi lms 
this year.

Each year, it attracts new entrants 
like aspiring director Killey Tshering, 
who turned a friend’s bungalow into 
a fi lm set and secured funds from a 
cousin, all to make his debut venture, 
Nga Dha Choe (You and Me).

“Filmmaking in Bhutan is a 
community enterprise – friends lend 
their houses, relatives give you money, 
everyone helps out on set,” Tshering, 
27, said on the sidelines of his shoot.

The popularity of local fi lms has 
seen fans give the boot to Bollywood 
productions, which are rarely shown 
these days in Bhutan’s handful of 
cinemas after dominating screens for 
decades.

Although a small number of 
Bhutanese fi lms – including 1999’s The 

Cup, directed by a Tibetan Buddhist 
lama – have found critical and 
commercial success overseas, viewers 
at home prefer movies with a dose of 
song and dance.

“If a fi lm is too artistic or realistic, 
it won’t work. Our audiences like a 
formula. It must include songs, dances, 
humour and tears,” Wangyel said.

Critics blame Bhutan’s isolation, 
which only allowed access to television 
in 1999, and its limited exposure to 
world cinema for the formulaic but 
commercially successful productions.

“The sad part is we say we are 
so proud of our culture but then 
you look at our fi lms, it’s like we 
have picked up a broken piece of 
mirror from Bollywood’s vanity case,” 
said independent fi lmmaker Tashi 
Gyeltshen.

Gyeltshen, whose short fi lm “The 
Red Door” screened at the Rotterdam 
fi lm festival last year, said the 
relentless push to promote tradition 
while imitating Bollywood formula 
risked creating “a cultural desert” for 
future generations.

“We are wallowing in past glory … 
We are not creating anything in terms 
of leaving a legacy,” Gyeltshen said.

“Everyone in Bhutan talks about 
the preservation of culture, but if you 
don’t create, what will you preserve?” 

– AFP

tHimpHu

ammu KannampillY

A Bhutanese makeup artist brushes an actress’s face ahead of shooting a film 
scene on a set in Thimphu on October 24, 2014. Photo: AFP/Prakash Mathema
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a 
WOMAN wearing 
traditional Myanmar 
dress, her hair tied 
neatly, sits surrounded by 
brightly coloured cloth 

in the attic of the River Ayeyarwady 
Gallery in downtown Yangon.

Phyu Ei Thein, the creator of the 
Sunfl owers Group Social Enterprise, 
has been working with local weavers to 
promote a sustainable textile industry 
in Myanmar for more than 10 years.

In recognition of her work, she 
was recently given the Accelerating 
Woman Entrepreneurs award, with 
a prize of US$2500, by the German 
Federal Enterprise for International 
Cooperation NGO. She received the 
award at a forum held to celebrate 
Women’s Entrepreneurship Day on 
November 19.  

Phyu Ei Thein, 43, has been 
exporting textiles since 2004, 
ordering traditionally woven 
cotton, silk and lotus textiles from 
Inle, Taungyi and Amarapura, and 
exporting them to Japan.

She started her Yangon-based 
enterprise, which produces Myanmar 

textiles, natural dyes and knitting 
accessories, in 2013. Now her 
products are sold at Pomelo and 
Thiripyitsaya in Yangon. 

“I am not a specialist in weaving 
or dyeing,” said Phyu Ei Thein. “I 
don’t even know how to use a sewing 
machine. But I’m interested in our 
traditional crafts and I want to extend 
our business into the international 
market.”

She spends most of her time at 
the River Ayeyarwady Gallery, an old 
garage on 35th Street in downtown 
Yangon that has been renovated 
to create an impressive art space 
displaying hundreds of works by local 
artists.

Phyu Ei Thein’s textile studio is in 
the attic of the two-story gallery. Here, 
dyed cloths and traditionally woven 
textiles made from cotton, silk and 
lotus fi bre – and designed by women 
in rural areas across Myanmar – are 
displayed.

As Yangon marches toward 
modernisation, the city’s shopping 
malls have been fl ooded with modern 
textiles and fashion accessories. 
According to Phyu Ei Thein, both 
young people and adults prefer modern 
fashions and branded clothes.

In contrast, there are far fewer 
traditional textile and craft boutiques 
in the city, although she said shoppers 
and local designers are becoming 
increasingly interested in locally 
produced textiles. However, sourcing 
quality textiles can be problematic, 
she said. 

 “Because of the increase of foreign 
products in Myanmar that have taken 
the place of locally made crafts, there 
is a lack of demand for local textiles. 
Because of this, most weavers and 
craftspeople have abandoned their 
trades and switched to jobs that can 
earn them more income,” she said. 

“In other countries, most people 
earn a regular salary and can pay 
for what they need. It’s not the same 
in Myanmar. Commodity prices are 
increasing but salaries don’t increase. 
So tradespeople try to make a greater 
number of products with less quality. 
That includes the weaving industry.” 

Phyu Ei Thein spotted an 
opportunity to benefi t women in rural 
areas by promoting the local textile 
industry and improving weavers’ 
incomes.

In return for quality textiles, she 
said she treats her employees like 
her family, paying them good salaries 

and bonuses based on the number 
of products they produce. She also 
provides them with medical checkups 
twice a year.

 In 2013, Phyu Ei Thein held an 
exhibition of handmade textile products 
from across Myanmar titled “Made in 
Myanmar”. A second exhibition was 
held last month and attracted shoppers 
looking for traditionally woven lotus, 
cotton and silk products. 

“Most people think Myanmar 
products are cheap and poor quality, 
and that the labour fees are cheap,” 
she said. “But our products are good 
quality. So when people ask me 
whether they are really Myanmar 
products, I can’t accept that. All of 
our products are genuinely made here 
in Myanmar. That’s why we dare use 
the label ‘Made in Myanmar’.”

Phyu Ei Thein plans to set up a 
weaving studio in Nyaung Shwe near 
Inle Lake with three women from 
a weaving school in Taunggyi. She 
also hopes to visit Japan, where she 
will study new dyeing and weaving 
techniques at Kanazawa Art College. 

“I think the benefi t of having 10 
years’ experience,” she said, “is that 
I have the strength to keep moving 
forward.” 

Building a 
sustainable 
future for 
Myanmar’s 
weavers
nandar aung
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com

A woman weaves cloth from lotus fibre at the “Made in Myanmar” exhibition at River Ayeyarwady Gallery in Yangon on 
December 13. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

‘Because of 
the increase of 
foreign products in 
Myanmar that have 
taken the place of 
locally made crafts, 
there is a lack of 
demand for local 
textiles’

Phyu Ei Thein
Sunfl owers Group Social 
Enterprise
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4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

WEEKLY predictions
january 5 - 11, 2015

Taurus | Apr 20 – May 20

You may still be harbouring regrets about 
the year past, but remember that yesterday 
is only a dream, tomorrow is only a vision 
but today is life. Ensure you surroundings 
are free from negative energy, as one’s 

environment influences one’s life and thought. Life is not 
what you get out of it but you put into it. However, living 
beyond your means will only bring unnecessary worry.

Virgo | Aug 23 – Sept 22

Go easy on yourself and your partner when a 
misunderstanding arises later in the week. 
Know that careful listening can reveal the 
unseen secrets behind problems. It is 
important to take enough time to think, plan 

and prioritise your goals. Strive to replace your 
misconceptions with truth and notice the positive effect 
that it has on you and those around you.

Aquarius | Jan 20 – Feb 18

Good luck is not far away from you this 
week, but remember that luck is only what 
you make of it. Make the most of 
opportunities that are presented to you and 
you will see amazing changes. Develop a 

larger-than-life vision of yourself, your work and your life. 
Know that actions speak louder than words and anything 
worth doing is worth doing well.

Gemini | May 21 – June 20

Social relationships may be turbulent this 
week, but never confuse your self-worth 
with your behaviour or the behaviour of 
others toward you. It takes not one drop of 
sweat to put off doing something. You may 

be blaming yourself for missed opportunities in past 
months, but remember that under no circumstance is 
self-hate healthier than self-love.

Libra | Sept 23 – Oct 22

Nothing is more important than peace, both 
for the individual and society. This week, 
take time for self-reflection and inner quiet, 
away from your hectic everyday life. Be 
courageous in communication as a means 

of maintaining social balance. Love freely, and know that 
love is an art of the soul that helps protect mental 
well-being and physical health.

Pisces | Feb 19 – March 20

As you start a new year, take time to reflect 
carefully on what you want to achieve over 
the coming months. But do not try chase 
after too many possibilities. Remember that 
an expert is the one who knows more and 

more about less and less. Make a good first impression 
this week which will have a long-term impact. Tread 
carefully in restoring a romantic relationship.

Cancer | June 21 – July 22

Significant changes are on the horizon, 
which may bring anxiety this week. But 
remember that the biggest challenge to 
change is always the status quo. Know 
that you must be the change you wish to 

see both for yourself and for the world.  This is the time 
to pursue your passions in life. Answer a different 
question but never change your subject.

Scorpio | Oct 23 – Nov 21

Enrich your life with understanding, and 
empower your mind by adopting an 
optimistic attitude when challenges arise 
later this week. A bright new chapter in your 
life might begin if you turn over a new leaf 

and make some positive changes and a considered 
choice of friends. You will soon receive good news that 
will inspire you to rise above your problems.

Capricorn | Dec 22 – Jan 19

It is time to expand your mind and get 
stimulated. Your actions and deeds 
should be more effective than words. 
Believe that ordinary people every so 
often can do extraordinary things and 
you are already a qualified person. 
Remember that a strong relationship 

can with stand small incompatibilities, so try not to focus 
on your differences this week.

Aries | Mar 21 – Apr 19

You may be feeling out of your depth this 
week as you embark on a new challenge. 
Remember that all things are difficult until 
we gain experience. Establish a reputation 
as a reliable person who can be depended 

on, so your friends will trust you. Do everything in your 
power to increase the happiness and success of 
another person close to you.

Leo | July 23 – Aug 22

Taking a professional risk will pay big 
dividends over the coming week. You are 
about to complete a journey of self-
realisation. Use your new found wisdom to 
positively influence those around you, as 

well as any organisations with which you are affiliated. 
Know what to own and what to let go. Show respect for 
the opinions of others.

Sagittarius | Nov 22 – Dec 21

Walking through the doorway to success 
requires looking outward rather than 
inward. Pay more attention to seeing beyond 
appearances, as everything is not as it 
seems. Don’t start an unnecessary social 

war that could damage an important relationship. A 
misunderstanding between you and your partner will be 
a cause of friction this week.

As music
sales drop,
vinyl soars
VINYL sales and music 
streaming both soared by more 
than 50 percent in 2014 in the 
United States, even as overall 
sales kept declining, a music 
industry monitor said.

With few blockbuster releases 
and streaming becoming more 
mainstream, consumers in the 
world’s largest music market 
bought 257 million albums last 
year, a drop of 11pc from 2013, 
Nielsen SoundScan said in data 
released last week.

The music industry saw one 
bright spot in the strong growth 
of vinyl, which in recent years 
has become the format of choice 
for audiophiles and collectors.

Vinyl sales jumped 52pc to 
9.2 million, the biggest year 
since Nielsen SoundScan began 
tracking data in 1991 when 
compact discs were becoming 
the dominant format. But vinyl 
still accounted for just 6pc of 
overall physical album sales.

Both CD and download sales 
kept falling. Downloads accounted 
for 41pc of album sales, the same 
as the year before.

Streaming services such as 
Spotify saw major growth with 
164 billion streams of music or 
video in 2014, up 54pc from the 
previous year.

The popularity of Spotify 
and its rivals – which allow 
subscribers to listen to unlimited 
music on-demand – has been 
transforming the music industry. 
Critics say that streaming gives 
little incentive for consumers 
to buy albums and hurts artists 
overall, but Spotify argues that it 
provides a rare source of growth 
in a long-troubled industry.

Chief among Spotify’s critics 
was Taylor Swift, who pulled all 
of her music from the Swedish 
streaming service. 

Her latest album 1989, 
in which Swift moved more 
definitively from her country 
roots to pop, was officially the 
year’s top-seller despite coming 
out in late October, selling 3.6 
million copies as of December 28, 
Nielsen SoundScan said.

Only four albums topped 1 
million in sales in the United 
States, as opposed to 10 titles last 
year and 13 the year before.

The soundtrack to the Disney 
film Frozen, which came out in 
late 2013, sold 3.52 million copies 
in 2014, a notch below Swift.

Two albums in 2014 sold 
just above 1 million copies in 
the United States – British soul 
singer Sam Smith’s In the Lonely 
Hour and a Christmas album by 
a cappella group Pentatonix. 

– AFP

NEW YORK
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Restaurant Review Taunggyi restaurant offers fresh and tasty Shan food

AMONG Shan State residents, Thibaw 
Ma Nan Htay restaurant comes 
recommended as one of the best 
places to eat traditional Shan food in 
Taunggyi. The two-storey establishment 
in Daisy Street opened two years ago 
and during my visit it was packed, 
despite it not even being lunchtime. 

Specialties of the house include the 
Shan versions of hinhtoke (vegetable 
curry packed in a banana leaf), pork 
curry and sour rice. I ordered a small 
dish of noodles (hot and sour) (K500), 
sour rice (K500), pork curry (K1200), 
chicken curry (K1200) and mokete 
(noodles in chicken soup) (K1000).

As locals will know, genuine Shan 
chicken and pork curries are made 

with steamed meat and are not at all 
sour, unlike the variants available in 
Yangon restaurants. Homesick Shan 
natives can bring local delicacies back 
with them – garlic soaked in pure 
honey, green chilli mixed with garlic, 
and various kinds of pickled tea are 
particularly popular.

My order arrived promptly. The 
noodles were sour, a little salty, and 
spicy enough to make me sneeze. The 
chicken and pork curries were sweet 
and rich, with the meat crushed small 
and mixed with sticky Shan rice. But I 
found the pork curry oily and cloying. 

The sour taste of 

Shan rice familiar to Yangon residents 
derives from tomato paste. But I 
found the yellow sour rice of Taunggyi, 
without tomato paste, more delicious, 
especially when accompanied with 
fresh garlic and edible herb roots.

My favourite dish was the mokete of 
sliced meat in a little salty soup, adding 
chilli and garlic paste to taste.

The small plates I had ordered 
were ample for two, though the price 
was slightly higher than that of other 
local establishments (but lower than 
Yangon). The atmosphere was calm 
and peaceful, although without both 
air-con and Wi-Fi. 

Altogether, a great place for a 
good meal with family and 

friends if you’re visiting 
Taunggyi.

Photos: Phyo

GRILLED EGGPLANT AND FRIED DUCK EGG 
6 servings

• 2 medium eggplants
• 2 cloves garlic (fi nely crushed)
• 2 duck eggs
• ¼ cup vegetable oil
• 4 tablespoons roasted white sesame 
seeds
• 2 tablespoons mirin
• 1 teaspoon Kikkoman soy sauce

Grill the eggplants over an open fl ame – I use my gas stove for grilling – turning 
them occasionally. When the eggplants are shrunken or cooked through, cool 
them down.
When they are cool enough to handle, remove the skin and scoop out the fl esh. 
Cut them into tiny pieces and set aside.

Beat the duck eggs in a small bowl with ¼ teaspoon of salt and a little bit of 
black pepper. Then add the oil into a wok and make it hot over medium heat. 
Sauté the garlic for few seconds and add the duck eggs to fry. Stir the eggs with 
a wooden spatula as if you were making scrambled eggs.

When the eggs are cooked, add the sesame seeds and fry for another minute. 
Add the grilled eggplants and their juices into the wok, followed by the mirin 
and soy sauce. Fry for 3-4 minutes. Salt to taste. 

Serve with grilled meat or rice as a side dish.

Photo: Phyo

i AM starting my 2015 column 
with healthy food recipes for the 
New Year.

My idea of healthy food is 
simple: adequate amounts of 

fi bre, protein and starch; less sugar 
and salt; and no MSG or artifi cial 
fl avours. If we can stick with these 
basics, my mission is accomplished.

I worry about the amount of 
MSG consumed in Myanmar. Many 
people are aware that MSG is 
considered unhealthy, but people 
are still addicted to it. The more 
they use, the more addicted they 
become.

Instead, I try to make recipes 
focusing on natural fl avours from 
the food. 

Let’s start with essential 
Japanese ingredients for making a 
healthy rice salad. 

Being Asian, I love rice salad. 

But when Westerners think of salad, 
they usually think of lots of greens. 
This is good for health, and provides 
an excuse to add greens into my 
recipe. 

If you love Japanese food, you 
need to stock your kitchen with 
soy sauce, mirin, ginger and rice 
wine vinegar. Sesame oil is another 
necessary ingredient.

You can keep these ingredients 
for a few months without worrying 
that they will spoil. 

Use a glass, ceramic or wooden 
bowl to mix the ingredients.

HEALTHY RICE AND KIDNEY BEAN 
SALAD 
6 servings

• 2½ cups cooked rice 
• 1 tin kidney beans 
• 280-300g Chinese cabbage

• 4 spring onions

DRESSING
• 1 teaspoon ginger (grated)
• 1 tablespoon Kikkoman soy sauce
• 1 teaspoon sesame oil
• 1 tablespoon mirin
• 2 teaspoons rice wine vinegar 
• ½ teaspoon brown sugar

PREPARATIONS
To make the dressing, mix all 
the ingredients in a bowl and set 
aside.

Drain the kidney beans and rinse 
well. Drain again. Slice the spring 
onions fi nely. Shred the cabbage 
fi nely. 

Add the cooked rice into a big bowl 
and add the kidney beans, spring 
onions and Chinese cabbage. Add 
dressing according to taste. Mix well.

Serve with grilled meat.

Food 7
Beverages 5
Value 8
Serv ice 7
xfactor 7

Restaurant Rating


Thibaw Ma Nan Htay
195/196 Daisy Street, U Gyi 
Khang township, Taunggyi, Shan 
State

cHit su
suwai.chit@gmail.com

Photos: Yu Yu

foodHealthy 
recipes
for the
New
Year

pHYo arbidans
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com
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S ix decades after its first 
saint was murdered for his 
faith amid a bloody civil 
war, Myanmar’s Catholic 
Church is stepping up calls 

for peace and religious tolerance as it 
celebrates its 500th anniversary. 

The grisly 1950 killing of Isidore 
Ngei Ko Lat, a religious teacher 
travelling with an Italian priest in 
the wild and war-ravaged eastern 
borderlands, had been almost 
forgotten after decades of military 
rule that severely restricted religious 
minorities.

But his canonisation in May has 
bolstered the Catholic Church, which 
marked five centuries in Myanmar 
with celebrations that had been 
delayed by four years because of 
curbs to religious freedoms under the 
former junta. 

“We are very encouraged because 
we have the saint, the first saint 
officially beatified from Myanmar,” 
said Father Celso, a parish priest 
from the Kayah State capital 
Loikaw, near where Isidore and 
his colleague Father Mario Vergara 
perished.

The pair had waded into a dispute 
with Baptist ethnic minority rebels in 
a remote area where they had started 
an energetic drive to recruit Catholics.

Having accepted government help 
to travel in the region, they were 
seen as state allies by the insurgents, 
who were embarking on what was to 
become the world’s longest-running 
civil war. 

The missionaries were marched 
into the jungle and shot. Their bodies 
were stashed in sacks and flung into 
the mighty Salween river, never to be 
seen again. 

“That time of conflict was not the 
time to take things slowly and build 
understanding,” Father Celso said in 
the sun-drenched grounds of Loikaw’s 
imposing cathedral.

He said the missionaries were 
“competing for the faith” of local 
people, many of whom were animists 
or had already converted to Baptism. 
But the Christian sects had since then 
put their differences behind them.

Since independence from Britain 
in 1948 there have been decades 
of civil strife in Myanmar’s border 
areas. Ethnic minorities have long 
complained of discrimination, 
religious persecution and abuses by 
the army, which ruled with an iron 
fist from 1962 until 2011.

Successive military regimes 
enacted “particular discrimination 
against non-Buddhist religious 
minorities – Muslims and Christians”, 
said Benedict Rogers of Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide.

Overall, Christians are thought 
to make up about 4 percent of 
Myanmar’s 51 million population – 
around 500,000 of them Catholics.

Muslims make up another 4pc and 
Buddhists around 90pc, with other 
religions including Hinduism and 
animism.

Rogers said that “even in the 
darkest times” some spoke out against 
injustice in subtle ways, including 
by weaving messages into sermons. 
But the relative powerlessness of the 

Church meant “there was an element 
of fear”.

Reforms in the country over the 
past four years have emboldened 
the Church to speak out against 
entrenched conflict in northern 
Christian-majority Kachin state 
between the army and ethnic rebels, 
which has displaced around 100,000  
people. 

Senior figures have also decried 
religious intolerance and the waves 
of mob violence against minority 
Muslims that have left around 200 
people dead since 2012. 

“If Myanmar is to be truly free, 
peaceful and prosperous, the rights 
of all ethnicities and religious faiths 
must be protected,” said Charles Bo, 
the Archbishop of Yangon, in June. 

“A movement that has grown in 
volume and influence threatens this: 
extreme Buddhist nationalism.”

The Church, which already runs 
aid projects across the country, has 
taken part in multi-faith dialogue 
uniting moderates from all faiths to 
promote tolerance. 

Last month it held a lively 
celebration at Yangon’s cathedral to 
mark 500 years in Myanmar.

Thousands of people, many wearing 
colourful traditional dress of ethnic 
minorities, gathered in the city for 
the three-day event. Many expressed 
delight and astonishment to see so 
many other believers in one place.

“It is a once-in-500-years 
event,” said 25-year-old Bawk 
Ra, her shoulders draped by the 
shimmering 

silver shawl of her Kachin 
traditional costume.

“I am so happy to meet different 
people from the same religion.”

Portuguese traders are thought 
to have brought Catholicism to 
Myanmar in 1510 as they tried to 
extend their missionary reach from 
their Indian settlement in Goa. 

Early missionaries had to contend 
not only with the ferocious heat and 
malarial jungles that had defeated 
formidable armies, but also the deep 
reservations of local people.

A booklet published by the Loikaw 
church tells of the travails during the 
1870s of Father Villa, shunned by the 
locals of Dorokhu village who did not 
believe he was human because the 
shoe-wearing priest “had no toes”.

“When the long-bearded foreign 
missionary was seen for the first time, 
the villagers considered him to be an 
ogre and they were afraid of him,” it 
said.

But five centuries have seen the 
church integrated into Myanmar, with 
Aung San Suu Kyi even meeting Pope 
Francis at the Vatican in 2013.

That encounter “definitely gives 
the church greater confidence,” said 
Rogers.

“Even though they are a minority 
religion I think they are playing quite 
a key role in society.” – AFP

After decades 
of repression, 
Myanmar 
Catholics find a 
saint and a voice

A young boy holding a cross during a service on October 10 at the FR.Carlo Salerio Centre church near Loikaw, Kayah 
State. Photo: AFP/Ye Aung Thu

‘If Myanmar is 
to be truly free, 
the rights of 
all ethnicities 
and religious 
faiths must be 
protected’
Charles Bo
Archbishop of Yangon

Members of a congregation taking part in a service at the church October 12 in 
Loikaw, Kayah State. Photo: AFP/Ye Aung Thu 
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A launch event for new Asus mobile 
phones was held at Chatrium Hotel 
on December 22.

An International Fashion Show organised by Diplomatic Skills trainees was held at Sedona Hotel on December 24.

Designer Ma Pwint Phyu and models wearing her designs

Bawarchi Indian Restaurant held its 
opening ceremony at La Pyae Wun 
Plaza on December 28.

The MCM Staff Party was held at Utopia Tower on December 24.
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

FMI = FMI Air Charter

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

Yangon to Nay Pyi Taw Nay Pyi Taw To Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20
FMI A1 6 8:00 9:00 FMI A2 6 10:00 11:00
FMI A1 7 15:30 16:30 FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00

Yangon to Mandalay Mandalay to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 775 Daily 6:00 7:10 YH 910 4,5,6,7, 7:40 9:45
YH 917 7 6:00 7:40 K7 283 Daily 8:25 11:30
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:05 YH 918 1,2,3,4,5,6 8:30 10:45
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 W9 201 Daily 8:40 10:35
YH 917 1,2,3,4,5,6 6:10 8:30 YJ 811 3 8:40 10:05
W9 201 Daily 7:00 8:25 7Y 132 Daily 9:35 11:30
YJ 811 3 7:00 8:25 YH 918 7 9:10 11:05
YH 835 1,7 7:00 8:40 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 YH 836 1,7 13:20 14:45
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 9:20 YH 832 4,6 13:20 14:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YH 738 2 13:25 17:50

8M 6603 4 9:00 10:10 YH 830 5 15:05 18:55
YJ 751 7,5 10:45 12:40 YJ 202 1,2,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 601 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 602 4 15:40 17:05
YJ 211 7,5 11:00 12:25 YJ 602 6 15:40 17:35
YJ 601 4 11:00 12:25 YH 912 2 15:30 17:25
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:55 YJ 212 7,5 15:55 17:20
YJ 201 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 YJ 762 1,2,4 16:35 18:00
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:55 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 18:45
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 14:00 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
YH 829 5 11:00 15:05 Y5 776 Daily 17:10 18:20
YH 911 2 11:00 12:40 W9 211 4 17:10 19:15
YH 826 3 11:00 12:40 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
YH 737 3,5 11:15 13:25 YH 732 Daily 17:10 19:15
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 8M 6604 4 17:20 18:30
YH 737 7 11:30 13:40 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 12:55 8M 903 1,2,4,5,7 17:20 18:30
7Y 941 1,3,4,6 11:45 13:10 YH 738 5 17:25 18:50
7Y 841 2,5 11:45 13:10 YH 738 7 17:40 19:05
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
K7 822 4,7 12:30 16:55 YH 730 2,6 17:45 19:10
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 YJ 234 4 17:45 19:10
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YH 827 3 17:50 19:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:25 YH 730 4 18:00 19:25
YH 731 Daily 15:00 17:10 W9 252 2,5 18:15 19:40
Y5 234 Daily 15:20 16:30
W9 211 4 15:30 16:55

Yangon to Nyaung U Nyaung U to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 Daily 7:35 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH 918 1,2,3,4,5,6 7:45 10:45
YH 917 7 6:00 7:40 YH 634 2 7:55 9:15
YH 909 2,3,4,5 6:00 8:25 YH 917 7 8:10 10:15
YH 917 1,2,3,4,5,6 6:10 7:45 YH 910 3 8:10 10:15
YH 909 7 6:15 7:50 YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 8:20 10:25
YH 633 2,3,5 6:30 8:10 YH 910 2,4,5,6 8:25 9:45
YH 909 3 6:30 8:10 YH 918 7 8:25 11:05
YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 6:45 8:15 YH 909 1 8:35 9:55
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
YJ 801 6 7:00 8:20 YJ 801 6 8:35 9:55
YH 909 1,6 7:00 8:35 7Y 131 Daily 8:50 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 8:35 YH 910 7 9:40 11:00
7Y 121 1 8:20 9:40 7Y 121 Daily 9:55 14:10
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 11:50 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
K7 264 Daily 14:30 16:40 Y5 650 Daily 13:55 15:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:10 K7 265 Daily 16:55 18:15
YH 731 Daily 15:00 17:55 7Y 242 Daily 17:25 18:45
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 17:35 W9 129 1,3,6 17:50 19:10
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40 YH 732 Daily 17:55 19:15

Yangon to Myitkyina Myitkyina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,4,5,7 7:00 10:05 YJ 202 1,2,4 14:05 16:55
YH 831 4,7 7:00 10:05 YJ 211 7,5 14:05 17:20
YH 829 5 11:00 13:40 YH 836 1,4,7 11:55 14:45
YJ 201 1,2,4 11:00 13:50 YH 832 4,6 11:55 14:45
YJ 211 7,5 11:00 13:50 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05
YJ 233 6 11:00 16:05 YJ 234 4 16:20 19:10
YH 826 3 11:00 14:05 YH 827 3 16:25 19:15
W9 251 2,5 11:30 14:25 YH 830 5 16:30 18:55
7Y 841 5 11:45 14:35 W9 252 2,5 16:45 19:40
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55

Yangon to Heho Heho to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:50 YJ 891 Daily 9:05 10:15
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YH 634 2,3,5 9:05 10:15
YH 917 7 6:00 9:55 YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 9:15 10:25
YH 917 1,2,3,4,5,6 6:10 9:35 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
YH 633 2,3,5 6:30 9:05 W9 201 Daily 9:25 10:35
YJ 881 1,2,4,5,7 6:45 9:00 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 YH 918 1,2,3,4,5,6 9:35 10:45
W9 201 Daily 7:00 9:10 7Y 132 Daily 10:20 11:30
7Y 131 Daily 7:15 10:05 7Y 121 Daily 10:50 14:10
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
7Y 121 Daily 8:20 10:35 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
Y5 649 Daily 10:30 12:45 Y5 650 Daily 13:00 15:15
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 YJ 762 1,2,4 15:50 18:00
YJ 751 7,5 10:40 11:55 7Y 241 Daily 15:55 18:45
YJ 751 3 11:00 12:10 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:10 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
YJ 761 1,2,4 11:00 12:10 YH 912 2 16:15 17:25
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 YH 732 Daily 16:25 19:15
YH 737 3,5 11:15 12:40 K7 264 Daily 16:30 18:15
YH 737 7 11:30 12:55 YH 738 2 16:40 17:50
7Y 941 1,2,4,6 11:45 13:55 YH 738 5,7 16:55 19:05
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 W9 129 1,3,6 16:55 19:10
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 YJ 752 3 17:15 18:25
K7 264 Daily 14:30 15:45 YJ 752 7,5 17:40 19:05
7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:40
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,7 15:00 16:25
W9 129 1,3,6 15:30 16:40

Yangon to Myeik Myeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 325 1,5 6:45 8:15 Y5 326 1,5 8:35 10:05
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 8:38 7Y 532 1,5 10:45 12:18
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 9:05 K7 320 2,4,6 11:30 13:35
Y5 325 2 15:30 17:00 Y5 326 2 17:15 18:45

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 12:55 W9 309 1,3,6 13:10 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to thandwe thandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
W9 309 1,3,6 11:30 13:50 7Y 122 Daily 13:20 14:10
7Y 122 Daily 12:15 13:05 W9 309 1,3,6 14:05 14:55
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 422 Daily 14:10 16:30
Y5 421 1,3,4,6 15:45 16:40 Y5 422 1,3,4,6 16:55 17:50

yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 2,4,6 7:00 8:10 K7 320 2,4,6 12:25 13:35
7Y 531 1,5 7:00 7:48 7Y 532 1,5 11:30 12:18

yangon to lashio lashio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 7,5 10:45 13:40 K7 829 1,3 15:05 15:55
YJ 891 3 11:00 13:15 K7 829 5 15:05 17:25
YH 729 2,4,6 11:00 13:00 7Y 742 1,5 16:00 17:48
7Y 741 1,5 11:30 13:18 YJ 752 3 16:10 18:25
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 YJ 752 7,5 16:35 19:05

YH 730 2,4,6 16:45 19:10

yangon to putao putao to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1,4,7 7:00 11:00 YH 835 1,4,7 11:00 14:45
YH 831 4,6,7 7:00 11:00 YH 832 6,7 11:00 14:45
W9 251 2,5 11:30 15:25 W9 252 2,5 15:45 19:40
YH 826 3 11:00 15:00 YH 827 3 15:00 19:15

yangon to chiang mai chiang mai to yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
Y5 251 2,4,6 6:15 8:05 Y5 252 2,4,6 9:25 10:15
7Y 305 1,5 11:00 12:50 7Y 306 1,5 13:45 14:35

W9 9607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 9608 4,7 17:20 18:10
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F ROM desert camping to 
luxury hotels, turtle-watching 
and even the Arabian 
Peninsula’s first Italian-style 
opera house, Oman is hoping 

to carve out a place on the global 
tourist track.

Heavily reliant on energy exports, 
the tiny Gulf sultanate is keen to 
diversify its economy, especially as the 
drop in global oil prices begins to bite.

But despite its natural beauty and 
rich culture, Oman’s tourism industry 
has a long way to go.

“Oman reflects the true Arabian 
history and culture,” said Amina al-
Balushi, an assistant director with the 
tourism ministry.

“We really need to capitalise on 
this,” she said, adding that the ministry 
is preparing a 25-year tourism strategy 
to be unveiled next year.

Western tourists like 46-year-old 
Marc Jost, who has made five trips to 
Oman, need no convincing.

“I can’t get enough,” the Swiss visitor 
said as he strolled in the Mutrah Souk, 
a historic covered market in the capital 
Muscat. “The weather is always good. 
People are very nice.”

Bordering Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates and violence-
wracked Yemen, Oman has been 
an island of stability under Sultan 
Qaboos, who has ruled since 
overthrowing his father in a bloodless 
coup in 1970.

Qaboos, now 74, has won praise at 
home and abroad for transforming a 
former backwater into a modern state.

In 2011, Oman was caught up in the 
Arab Spring protest movement that 
touched much of the region. 

Several civilians died in 
demonstrations that shook the 
government, leading Qaboos to 
implement a series of reforms and to 
arrest scores of activists.

One of the biggest challenges facing 
the country now is its reliance on 
oil – which accounts for 75 percent of 
state revenues – after the price of crude 
nearly halved since June.

The drop has put pressure on the 
government, which needs a higher 
oil price than most other Gulf states 
to balance its budget. Oman does not 
have financial reserves as vast as its 
neighbours’.

“The government of course is 
aiming to diversify the economy 
through developing tourism as an 
important sector,” Balushi said.

Oman attracted roughly 2.1 million 
visitors in 2013, up about 50pc over the 
previous two years, according to the 
tourism ministry.

More than 37pc of visitors last year 
came from Gulf countries, although 
Oman is also attracting a growing 

number of tourists from Britain, 
Germany, the United States and other 
Western nations, tourism ministry data 
show.

The country also invested more than 
US$660 million last year in new hotels 
and other tourism assets, according to 
the World Travel and Tourism Council, 
an industry body.

Still, tourism’s direct contribution to 
gross domestic product (GDP) reached 
only 3pc, or about $2.5 billion, last year.

This “looks like beans”, said Fabio 
Scacciavillani, chief economist at the 
Oman Investment Fund, the country’s 
sovereign wealth vehicle.

“These figures do not portray a 
thriving situation,” Scacciavillani told a 
tourism conference in Muscat.

“That’s strange, because Oman can 
probably live off tourism. If Oman 
didn’t have oil, it would most likely be 
an economy based on tourism.”

Tourism guidebooks have lauded 
the country, with Lonely Planet praising 
its “abundance of natural beauty” and 
“ancient soul”. 

But Oman has suffered from a lack 
of tourism infrastructure and the belief 
among many tourists that the entire 
Middle East is off-limits because of 
unrest.

Officials are hoping to change that, 
both with continued investments and 
efforts to put forward the country’s 
stability.

“We are trying to promote … that 
Oman is separate, Oman is safe,” said 
Haitham al-Ghassani of the tourism 
ministry’s promotion department.

For years, Oman said that by 2020 
it aimed to attract 12 million tourists 
annually – more than double the 
number that visited Jordan last year.

But Balushi said when the ministry 
releases its 25-year strategy this year it 
will probably set an easier goal. 

“We are not looking for mass 
tourism,” Ghassani said. “We are more 
selective.”

He admitted the country’s lack of 
infrastructure was a problem, making 
hotel room rates in Oman “very 
expensive” because of the lack of supply.

Oman has already won over 
tourists like Markus Roloff, who hopes 
the government steers development 
carefully.

The 47-year-old German made the 
first of his seven trips to Oman in 1990.

“It’s just a beautiful country and I’m 
impressed by what the sultan did after 
1970, how the country developed,” he 
said.

Over the past two decades, 
Roloff has watched the tourist scene 
transform from a smattering of visitors 
to crowds pouring off cruise ships.

He worries that if too many discover 
Oman, its quiet charms may be lost. 

“I think that tourism will change the 
country,” Roloff said. – AFP

Vivian Nereim

MUSCAT

Oman promises ‘true’ 
Arabia as it looks to 
boost tourism

Tourists visit the Royal Opera on December 23 in the Omani capital Muscat. 
Photo: AFP/ Mohammed Mahjoub

Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1	 =	 Monday
2	 =	 Tuesday
3	 =	 Wednesday

4	 =	 Thursday
5	 =	 Friday
6	 =	 Saturday
7	 =	 Sunday

International FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:05 8:20 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Y5 238 Daily 21:30 22:20
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 302 Daily 14:50 16:45 TG 301 Daily 13:05 13:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 PG 703 Daily 17:05 17:35
PG 704 Daily 18:20 20:15 TG 305 Daily 18:05 18:50
Y5 237 Daily 19:00 20:50 8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
TG 306 Daily 19:50 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:10 21:25

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:45 DD 4230 Daily 6:30 7:15
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 256 Daily 12:50 14:40 FD 255 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 254 Daily 17:35 19:25 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 258 Daily 21:30 23:15 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:55 DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 9:45 14:15 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 8:50
TR 2823 Daily 9:45 14:35 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:25 15:10 3K 5 Daily 11:20 15:50
3K 582 Daily 11:20 15:50 MI 533 2,4,7 11:30 12:45
MI 533 2,4,6 13:35 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
MI 515 1,3 13:50 18:20 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
MI 519 Daily 16:40 21:15 MI 516 1,3 11:30 12:55
3K 584 2,3,5 19:30 0:10

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:45 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 501 1,2,3,5,6 14:00 18:00 8M 502 1,2,3,5,6 12:50 13:50
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15 MH 742 Daily 13:50 15:00
AK 503 Daily 19:05 23:20 AK 502 Daily 17:20 18:25

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 905 3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:55 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:10 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:10 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:50

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 416 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50

MU 2012 3 12:40 18:50 CA 905 Daily 11:10 11:30
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:15 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:25 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:40 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:05 VN 943 2,4,7 11:45 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 7:55 11:40 QR 918 3,5,7 19:45 0459+1

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:40
KE 472 Daily 23:35 7:45 0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 01:10 05:25 KA 250 Daily 21:45 21:30

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 6:45 NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 2 11:45 13:00 BG 060 2 8:30 10:45
BG 061 5 19:45 21:00 BG 060 5 16:30 18:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

W9 607 4,7 14:30 16:20 W9 608 4,7 17:20 18:10
8M 902 1,2,4,5,7 1:35 9:10 8M 7701 Daily 18:30 22:30
8M 7702 Daily 23:55 07:45+1

YANGON TO gaya gaya TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 3,5,6 10:30 11:50 8M 602 3,5,6 12:50 16:00

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40 PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO singapore singapore to mandalay
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 2,4,7 15:45 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 7:20 16:30

Y5 2233 1,2,4,5,6 7:50 14:15 MI 533 2,4,7 11:30 14:50

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 Daily 12:50 15:15 FD 244 Daily 10:55 12:20

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 13:50 16:40 MU 2029 Daily 12:55 12:50

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15



EmploymentGeneral

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax	 : 01-254158
By Email	 : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By Mail	 : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

Buy space ON THESE PAGES
Call: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE
Embassy

The Embassy of the 
Republic of Turkey is 
seeking (1)Staff - M 1 
post : University graduate, 
Minimun 3 year’s work 
experience with the 
related field, Minimum 5 
year’s driving experience 
and able to travel, Age 
between 25 - 44, English 
and Myanmar Speaking, 
Excellent communication 
skills. Qualified and 
interested candidates 
should submit CV & 
copies of educational 
certificate to 19(AB), Kan 
Yeik Thar St, Mayangone. 
Yangon before January 
31, 2015. Tel : 01 662992

Ingo Position
int'l Rescue Committee 
is seeking (1)Project 
Manager (MCH) in 
Kayah State : M.B., B.S 
/ B.CommH or other 
degree related to health 
disciplines. 3 years 
experience in project. 
Skilled in Microsoft office 
package. Good command 
of English & Myanmar. 
(2)Senior Field Health 
Officer (MCH) 1 
post in Kayah State: 
M.B.B.S, BCommH, 
BNSc or other related 
professional of health 
developmental science.  
3 years experience. 
Good command of 
English & Myanmar. (3)
Reproductive Health 
Project Manager in 
Paletwa : Medical 
degree with public health 
background/ Master of 
public health or post 
graduate diploma in 
public health is an asset. 
5 years of professional 
experience. Operational 
skilled on Microsoft 
Office Package. Fluency 
in spoken and written 
English/ Chin (Khumee) 
written and verbal skill 
is fabourable.  Please 
submit a Cover letter & 
CV to the HR Department, 
accepted by email at: 
WaiMar.Naing@rescue.
org Closing date : 7 

January, 2015. 

Local Positions
lolc Myanmar 
Microfinance Company 
Ltd is seeking HR 
Manager 1 Post in  for 
Yangon Office: Possess 
minimum of 2 - 3 years 
of managerial level 
experience. Age 30 to 
50.  A degree in HR or any 
equivalent professional 
qualification is a must. 
A strong competency 
in spoken and written 
English is essential. 
Interested and qualified 
candidates are to submit 
a cover letter & CV to 
Careers@lolcmyanmar.
com,

We are seeking staff 
- Female 2 posts : Can 
talk English fluently, Age 
between  25 to 33 years 
old. Can communication 
with the diplomat.  religion  
: Buddish . Contact ph : 
09-4921 4276. 

A Leading Shipping 
Company, based in 
Singapore with business 
activities in freight 
forwarding services is 
seeking  (1)Sales & 
Marketing - 5 Posts : 
Be a degree holder from 
a recognized university,  
Age above 25, Have good 
grasp of the English, Be 
a Computer literate. (2)
Customer Service - 2 
Posts (3)Documenttation 
- 4 Posts: Be a degree 
holder from a recognized 
university,  Able to speak 
and write English, Able to 
use computer effectively. 
(4)Receptionst - 2 Posts 
(Urgent) Be a degree 
holder from a recognized 
university, Have positive 
attitude in learning, Able 
to speak English, Able to 
use computer effectively 
and efficiently; (5)Driver 
3 posts (Urgent). Please 
send resume and cover 
letter with a recent 
photograph by email to 
star2013.collette@gmail.
com  

Golden Myanmar 
Airlines Public  Co., Ltd. 
(GMA) is seeking Senior 
Financial Advisor  - M/ F 
1 Post : University Degree, 
7 years of progressive 
hands-on experience 
preferably in the airline 
industry, preferably 
few years with Low 
Cost Carriers. 10 years 
management experience, 
In-depth knowledge of 
the various functional 
aspects of running an 
airline Accounting and 
Finance Department. 
Base: Yangon, Myanmar 
Requirement : Ideal 
candidate should be 
familiar with Regional, 
Myanmar Aviation and 
Knowledge of designing 
and improving relevant 
airline-related financial 
processes, Previous 
experience in Low 
Cost Carrier would be 
of advantage but not 
mandatory. English: 
proficiency level,  

Personal and relationship 
competences: Effective 
interpersonal, coaching, 
consulting, Financial 
Analysis skills & project & 
people management skills 
& Strong organizational 
skills. Line of 
Communication: Directly 
Report to CEO. Please 
submit applications with 
Cover letter explaining 
how education, skills 
and experience meet 
the requirement for the 
applied position, Detailed 
& complete CV with 2 
passport photos, Copy 
of NRC card, Passport 
& labor registration copy, 
Certificate of graduation, 
copy of License, census 
copy, recommendation 
from Township & Police  to 
3th Flr, Saya San Plaza, 
Corner of New University 
Avenue and Saya San 
Rd, Bahan, Yangon. 
Ph: 95 1 401484, 95 1 
8604035 ~38 (Ext: 123, 
128).Closing date :31st 
December 2014

Ikon Trading Company 
Limited is seeking HR 
Manager  - M/F 1 Post: 
Any graduate, Diploma in 
HRM is preferred, 5 years 
experiences at Manager 
level in related field, 
Age over 35, Fluent in 
English& Myanmar, Able 
to motivate individuals 
in achieving goals and 
objectives, Able to make 
training and manage to 
develop the people at 
work, Ability to research, 
evaluate and analyse new 
recruitment techniques, 
methods and procedures, 
Able to establish and 
maintain healthy working 
relation ships with people 
at work, Knowledge about 
Labor laws & social 
welfare is an asset, Basic 
knowledge in Accounting, 
While all applicants 
required : Application 
together  with update CV 
& related documents, 
Labour registration card 
& police force to 328/A, 
Pyay Rd, Sanchaung, 
Yangon. (Near Mahar 
Myaing Hospital) Ph: 
01 534216, 527705, 
501429, 503914, Email: 
hr.ikonmart@gmail.com  
Within 2 weeks.

Brainworks – Total 
are a unique group 
of integrated schools 
offering Pre-School, 
Primary, Secondary, 
IGCSE and A Level 
education seeingi (1).  Pre-
School teacher - 1 post 
(2)Primary Teachers 
- 2 posts (3). Trainee 
Teachers - 3 posts 
(4)Lab Technicians/
Teachers - 3 posts (4)
Reception desk officers 
- 5 posts (5)Librarians 
Assistant  - 5 posts : 
Hold an Undergraduate 
or a Postgraduate degree 
in discipline. Excellent 
English language 
skills, Good computer 
proficiency. Please 
enclose the following as 
a part of your application:  
A detailed covering letter 
telling us about you as a 
person & why you think 
you should be chosen to 
join our awesome team. A 
current CV, A recent photo, 
Copy of NRC & Labor 
registration card, Copy of 
family registration,  Copy 
of  teaching credentials, 
certifications, endorse 
ments, etc. & any other 
document which you may 
feel necessary to: Branch 
1: No.1 Thumingalar 
St, 16/4 Quarter, 
Thingangyun, Yangon. 
Branch 2: No.336, Pyay 
Rd, Sanchaung, Yangon. 
Or email to adminjobs@
brainworksschool.com

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.

For Rent
office space to let  
3100 sqm available 
over 5 floors in a 
12-storey building with 
car park, restaurant, 
multi function hall and 
apartments. Please 
contact - Ph: 09-431-
34381.Email : office-
mm@uniteammarine.
com, web : www 
. f a c e b o o k . c o m /
officespaceyangon

dagon Tsp, Near Park 
Royal Hotel, 2300 Sqft, 
Composed of 6 rooms 
(for living people or 
office) Ground Floor, 
3000 USD per month, 
Ph: 09-312-87827.

For Sale

Training

JOB VACANCY
As a leading global company, Daewoo International Corporation (Myanmar E&P) is seeking an 
energetic, reliable and qual ified person to fill a position for its ongoing operations of Oil & Gas 
Industry in Myanmar.

Assistant Cost Controller - 1 Post
•	 Degree or Diploma in Accounting
•	 2 years working experiences in Accounting 
•	 Knowledge in finance, procurement process and with ERP system such as SAP
•	 Independent & good interpersonal skill

Inventory Coordinator - 1 Post
•	 University Graduate, prefer in Supply Chain Management background
•	 3 years working experiences within a logistics section
•	 Experience with importing/ exporting, supply chain management and inventory management 

by handling SAP or other relevant system
•	 Strong planning, organizational, interpersonal skills and accuracy in details

Subsea Engineer – 1 Post
•	 University Graduate, prefer relevant Engineering discipline
•	 3 years working experiences in a relevant field
•	 Demonstrated competency in Subsea Control Systems, Subsea Pipeline, Subsea XmasTree, 

Subsea Manifolds & Structures, Subsea IRM
•	 Knowledge in CMMS systems and functions
•	 Strong analytical ability, communication and presentation skill

Procurement Assistant – 1 Post
•	 Degree or Diploma qualified in an applicable field, prefer in engineering background
•	 3 years experiences within a purchasing via an integrated system, preferably SAP
•	 Knowledge of the Asian marketplace providing oil and gas supplies and materials
•	 Fundamental knowledge of Logistics and Import-Export-Customs
•	 Competency to conduct bidding and tendering processes

Custom Assistant – 1 Post
•	 University Graduate, prefer in supply chain management back ground
•	 3 years of working experience within a logistic section
•	 Experience with the importing/exporting within a multi-cultural team environment
•	 Strong Planning, Organizational, Communication and Interpersonal skills

All the positions are required proficiency in English language and Computer MS Office Suite and 
preferred working experiences withOil &Gas Company or similar industry.

Interested persons who meet the above mentioned qualifications are invited to submit CV, application 
letter, recent photo and copies of academic transcripts to the following address: 

HR & Admin Department, Daewoo International Corporation (MyanmarE&P), International Business 
Center, No. 88, Pyay Road, 6½ Miles, Hlaing Township, Yangon Or e-mail to hr.recruitment@
daewooenp.com

The Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
Vacancy Notice

Post Title :  Staff – 1 post (Male)

•	 University Graduate
•	 Minimum 3 year’s work experience with 

the related field
•	 Minimum 5 year’s driving experience and 

able to travel
•	 Age between 25 - 44.
•	 English and Myanmar Speaking
•	 Excellent communication skills

Qualified and interested candidates should 
submit CV & copies of educational certificate to 
19(AB), Kan Yeik Thar Street, Mayangone Tsp. 
Yangon before January 31, 2015. 
Tel : 01 662992

 



Asia Plaza Hotel 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General ListingThe Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classifi ed.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffi c Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Offi ce 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel. 
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32, 
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon.
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road, 
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978. 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219,
388412, 
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-2306046-9
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151,Email: p.e. 
yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland 
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313. 
www.cloverhotel.asia. 
info@cloverhotel.asia

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn 
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
        229358 ~ 61, 
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp. 
tel: 250388. fax: 252478.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown)
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown)
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch)
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Tel: 09-7349-4483, 
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

happy homes
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

No.183, 35th St; Bet; 77th 

&78th Street, Mahar Aung 
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02 
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67 
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
@gmail.com

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541 
46420, 09 2541 46421.

Sakura Residence 
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Marina Residence 
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

Savoy Hotel 
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp. 
tel: 526289, 526298, 

Sedona Hotel 
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel 
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Sule Shangri-La Hotel 
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Excel Treasure Hotel
Yangon

No.520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-559150 to 7
Fax: 01-559150

Excel River View Hotel
No.(3) Block (1 to 4), Near
Thanlyin Bridge, Thanlyin 
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: 056-22550, 09-8601892,
Fax: 056-22546,

Excel Palace Hotel
No.(25, D1), New University
Avenue Road, Bahan Town-
ship, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-544491, 01-556601
Fax: 525028, 01-544604
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com
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ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

Crockery
No.27-B, Kabaaye
Pagoda Rd, Teak Villa, 
Mayangone Tsp,
Tel: 09-4200-49459. 

DELIVERY SERVICE

CROCKERY

Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 011224270

FITNESS CENTRE

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfi tnessmyanmar
@gmail.com
www.realfi tnessmyanmar.com

ENTERTAINMENT

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Offi ce: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting
Capital Markets

CONSULTING

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffi ce.com, 
www.venturaoffi ce.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road, 
7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04. 
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

COMPUTER

Royal Ayeyarwaddy 
Co.,Ltd.
No.(7) , 87th St, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-254249628, 09-
254296248, 09 254249629.
(Mdy Ph: 09 73103051, 
73103052) www.pqi-group.
com, www.royal-
ayeyarwaddy. com

Royal Ayeyarwaddy 
Co.,Ltd.
No.(7) , 87th  St, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 384850, 389366, 
394494 , 09-421132002, 
Fax : 384850 (Mdy Ph: 09-
73103051, 09-73103052) 
www.viewsonic.com, www.
royal-ayeyarwaddy.com

BOOK STORES

• 150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
• 15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
• # 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
• # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon.
Tel: (09) 5116687

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-246551, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

CAR RENTAL

• First class VIP 
Limousine car rental.

• Professional English 
Speaking Drivers.

• Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

• call us now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

myanmaR eXecUTiVe 
limOUsine seRVice

myanmaR eXecUTiVe 
limOUsine seRVice

HOT LINE:
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center 
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

We sTaRTed The adVeRTising
indUsTRy in myanmaR since 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

AGRICULTURAL 
TRACTOR

The World’s Best Selling 
Tractor
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 508 5217
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

GLASS

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacifi c.
myanmar@gmail.com.

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Made in Spain
Bldg No. F/S (2),
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd.,
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@
universaltractormyanmar.
com

Your Power Solution

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011, 
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

FORKLIFT

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

Ruby & Rare Gems 
of Myanamar

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

Made in Taiwan
Bldg No. F/S (2), 
ShweMarlar Housing,
Bayintnaung Rd., 
Kamaryut Tsp., YGN
Tel: +95 9 4302 4615
       (English Speaking) 
       +95 9 502 1312 
       (Myanmar Speaking)
Email : utsales@ 
universaltractormyanmar. 
com

Your Lifting Solution

Self Drive Daily Rental
   Brand New Left Hand 

Drive
   Comprehensive Insurance
   Daily Rental (24 hours)
   Unlimited Kilometres
   24/7 Roadside Assistance
www.yomafl eet.com
soe@yomafl eet.com
+95 9 4500 35280

Super Car Rental
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        09-2520-92244

SUPER
Car Rental

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933. 
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITIONACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

Excel Capital Hotel
Nay Pyi Taw

No.(23/24), Yarza Thingaha
Rd, Dekhina Thiri Township
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 
Tel: 067-8106011 to 17, 
Fax: 067-8106020,
excel@myanmar.com.mm
autospeed123@gmail.com
www.exceltreasurehotel.com
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Franzo Living Mall
15(A/5), Pyay Rd, A1(9miles),
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-664026, 01-656970, 
        09-43205018
www.facebook.com/franzo 
livingmall.
Email:palazzofurniture@
gmail.com

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Heaven Pizza
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township. 
Tel: 09-855-1383

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by 
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

aekar
company limited

Web Services
All the way from Australia –
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road.
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offi ces, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com

INSURANCE

Fire, Motor and Life 
Insurance
44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel : 01- 8610656        
Mob : 09-420053502
Email: maythet@gw-
insurance.com
www.gw-insurance.com

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNITURE

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 660769, 664363.

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 800, 684 013
phgemarketing@gmail.com
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

HOTEL SUPPLY

Premium Chef Uniform
Building B-1, Room 001, 
Myittar Street, TamweLay, 
TamweTsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01-556703, 09-
5408885, 09-5067816
 Email: 
theworkwearmyanmar@
gmail.com

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Offi ce Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LANGUAGE

Master Burmese Faster!
Professional Burmese 
Language Course for All 
Levels
436, Top fl r, Thein Phyu Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyut Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 09-4316 8422
www.moemyanmar.com
Email: register.mmlc@
moemyanmar.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

01 9000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM@
mmrdrs.com, www.
hermanmillerasia.com

Executive Serviced Offi ces
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

STEEL STRUCTUREFANITARY WARE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

Executive Serviced 
Offi ce, Registered 
and Virtual Offi ce, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.offi cehubservices,com

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods 
provided,
Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage@
gmail.com

SC STORAGE YANGON

Faucets| Showers| 
Sanitarywares| Bathroom 
Accessories, Ph: 379671, 
256622, 399464, 09 9771 
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

REAL ESTATE

Residence rooms for 
rent. Fully furnished, 
(long term). Convenient, 
pleasant environment to 
stay.
No.12/B 43, Shwe Kainnayi 
Housing Complex, Nanataw 
Street, Kamayut Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel: (959) 731 46086, (959) 
5040247,
E-mail: chitsu.win@gmail.
com

LIGHTING

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
79-D, Bo Chein St, Pyay Rd, 
6½ Mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Tel: 654810~654819
        654844~654848

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32nd St (between Maha 
Bandoola Rd and Merchant 
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

PAINT

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
 DECORATIVE COATINGS
 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 MARINE COATINGS
 POWDER COATINGS

Jotun Myanmar (Services) 
Co. Ltd.
G-7, May Kha Housing, 
Lay Doung Kan Road, 
Thingangyun Township, 
Yangon-Myanmar
Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

SCHOOLS

RESORT

English Education Centre
Nursery - Primary
(15 months - 12 years)
55 (B), Po Sein Road, 
Bahan Township. 
Tel : (951) 546097, 546761.
Email: imm.myn@gmail.com

 I nternational 
M ontessori 
M yanmar

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

No.695, Mahabandoola 
Road, (Between 19th & 
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha 
Township, Yangon.
Ph: 01-395816, 396817

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Max Resort (Chaung Tha)
Tel      :  042 42346~9
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795. 
Mobile. 09-512-3049. 
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Golden Land Real Estate
21, G Flr, Phyoe Myay St,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.
Tel: 09-730-08848
        01-242370

Home Outdoor Offi ce
99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com Home Outdoor Offi ce

99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Home Outdoor Offi ce
99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Yangon International 
School (YIS)
Grades, Pre-school -  
Grade 12.
American Curriculum.
117, Thumingalar Housing
Thingangyun Tsp
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel  : 95 1 578171, 573149
Fax : 95 1 578604
Website :
www.yismyanmar.com
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A HUGE number of new illegal sub-
stances are fuelling a surge in sports 
doping and “smarter” testing tech-
niques are needed to catch cheats, ac-
cording to the head of the World Anti-
Doping Agency (WADA).

China is the source of many of the 
new drugs despite eff orts by the Chi-
nese authorities to clampdown, WADA 
president Craig Reedie told AFP.

New allegations of widespread 
doping in Russia and looming sanc-
tions against the Tour de France win-
ning Astana cycling team have cast a 
fresh spotlight on international eff orts 
to stop drug cheats.

International Olympic Committee 
president Thomas Bach called last 
week for a renewed focus on the “evils” 
of doping and protection of “clean ath-
letes”. Doping could also become a key 
topic in the election for the presidency 
of the International Athletic Associa-
tions Federation next year.

WADA introduced a new code with 
tougher sanctions on January 1. But 
Reedie said the battle is far from won.

“On a very regular basis an enor-
mous number of unknown, untested 
substances appear on the market,” 
Reedie said in an interview.

“The internet is a wonderful, won-
derful benefi t to mankind but it means 
you can pick up whatever you want 
from practically anywhere before we 
even know that it is on the market.”

“The scale of the problem is not 
getting any smaller,” Reedie said.

“A lot of it comes from China, for 
example. We have discussions with the 
Chinese authorities at the very highest 
level. They understand the issue, but it 
is a real struggle for a country to man-
age that process.”

WADA could still appeal against 
a three-month ban imposed against 
Olympic champion Sun Yang who 
failed a doping test at the national 
championships in May while the 
sanction was only announced in 
November.

But Reedie said, “The China Anti-
Doping Agency is a good one. All the 
evidence I have is that they take this 
seriously.”

Steroids and erythropoietin (EPO) 
blood boosters are all produced in 
backstreet factories in China and 

other Asian countries, according to 
experts. New drugs to cover up perfor-
mance enhancing substances are also 
being developed.

More than 200,000 tests of athletes 
are reported to the agency each year, 
with about 1.3 percent failing. But 
Reedie said all countries must step up 
eff orts.

“I really think we need to move on 
from the standard way of detection 
which is the analysis of blood and urine.

“We need to be smarter, we need to 
do it better because quite honestly we 
haven’t been able to completely eradi-
cate the problem using the systems 
that we currently use.”

WADA investigators are now look-
ing to see which drug is prevalent in 
each sport to plan individual cam-
paigns with better targeted testing.

From January 1, the WADA code 
doubles the maximum ban for doping 
to four years and includes stronger 
powers to punish coaches who help 
athletes dope. There will also be more 
emphasis on investigations away from 
drug tests to catch cheats, such as 
work which caught US cycling cham-
pion Lance Armstrong,

But many experts predict wide-
spread legal challenges by athletes. 

“I think there will be some interest-
ing legal debate probably on appeals on 
some of the terms of the higher sanc-
tions – the business of intent, what does 
that actually mean,” said Reedie.

But he stressed that there were two 
years of consultations on the code, 
now backed by China, the United 
States and all major countries, and 
that athletes had been at the forefront 
of calls for tougher punishment.

“Many of them wanted life bans, but 
that’s not proportionate. Four years, that 
is twice what the maximum was, our ad-
vice was that would be proportionate 
whereas a life ban would probably be 
challenged in court right away.”

WADA also backs proposals by 
countries such as Germany to crimi-
nalise doping. But Reedie said there 
must be no criminal action against 
athletes.

“What we do not want is criminal 
law in any country to apply to an ath-
lete that would apply for example a 
custodial sentence.” – AFP

t WO-TIME Olympic cham-
pion Kaillie Humphries 
and American Elana Mey-
ers Taylor broke the gen-
der barrier on December 

18 by becoming the fi rst women to 
compete in a World Cup four-man 
bobsleigh event.

Canada’s Humphries fi nished 
15th in her history-making run, 
fl ashing down the track in a com-
bined time of one minute, 48.87 
seconds. Meyers Taylor was one 
spot behind her in 16th out of 17 
sleds in 1m 49.52s.

Humphries, who was named 
Canada’s athlete of the year earlier in 
December, had an all-rookie World 
Cup team that also comprised Joey 
Nemet, Dan Dale and DJ McLelland.

Dustin Greenwood, Carlo Valdes 
and Adrian Adams rode with Mey-
ers Taylor. 

Humphries, 29, fi nished over a 
second behind winner Oskars Mel-
bardis, of Latvia, who clocked 1m 
47.84s. 

The International Bobsleigh and 
Skeleton Federation announced in 
September that the four-man dis-
cipline would be open to female 
athletes.

Meyers Taylor and Humphries 
both satisfi ed national qualifying 
standards with third-place fi nishes 
in their national team trials.

They confi rmed their World Cup 
spots via the international federa-
tion’s 5-3-2 rule, competing in fi ve 
races held on a minimum of three 
tracks within two seasons.

Humphries, who took up bob-
sleigh at 18 after training as a skier, 
won Olympic gold in women’s com-
petition in 2010 and again in Febru-
ary in Sochi.

She’s also a two-time World Cup 
winner and says she still plans to 
compete in women’s bobsleigh. She 

fi nished third earlier  in the women’s 
two-man event behind Meyers Tay-
lor who placed fi rst with a combined 
time of 1m 51.76s.

Humphries and Meyers Taylor 
hope eventually to see a four-woman 
event added to the Olympic pro-
gramme. – AFP

New illegal substances 
fuel sports cheats

Female captains 
make bobsled history 
at World Cup

Kallie Humpries at 
Sochi. Photo: AFP
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BASKETBALL players from China and 
Myanmar celebrated the New Year and 
over a century of cooperation between 
the two countries with a good-will tour-
nament in Bogyoke Aung San Stadium 
from December 27 to January 1.

The tournament included six bas-
ketball clubs from China and four lo-
cal clubs. The overall winner was from 
Guangxi China, followed by the Yangon 
Fire Wolves, with Mandalay’s Fox team 
coming in third.

The event was organized by the na-
tional Basketball Federation in partner-
ship with the Myanmar Chinese Cham-
ber of Commerce, which will celebrate 
its 106th anniversary in 2015.

“I would like our 106th Anniversary 
to be special” said Myanmar Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce’s Chair Myint 
Shwe. He went on to say that he and 
other organisers hope to make the tour-
nament an annual tradition.

For the basketball federation, the 
tournament is an opportunity to pre-
pare for their main goal: the 2015 Sin-
gapore SEA Games.

“[Our] athletes will get valuable 
international experience from this 
competition,” said U Kyaw Kyaw Win, 
general secretary of the Myanmar  
Basketball federation. “After this com-
petition, we will make selections for the 
Myanmar national basketball team.”

B asketball has become 
the latest sport wanting 
an extra event in the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics, while 
at the same time bat-

tling to keep Japan in the Olympic  
tournament.

International Basketball Federa-
tion (FIBA) president Horacio Mura-
tore told AFP that new International 
Olympic Committee reforms had 
made street basketball, three players 
against three, a prime candidate for 
2020.

Baseball, squash and the likes of 
karate are already lobbying furiously 
in the race for a place.

IOC changes setting a limit on the 
number of medal events rather than 
sports has boosted hopes of many 
federation leaders like Muratore. The 
host city can also name a sport that 
it would like.

Muretore said the 40 reforms to 
the Olympics were a “big success” 
for IOC leader Thomas Bach and 
“very important” for basketball as he 
presses the case for 3x3.

The mini basketball, played at a 
frenetic place on a half-size court, is 
already in the Youth Olympics and 
will also be part of the first European 
Games in Baku in June.

“This opens a door for us for 
three against three,” said the FIBA 
leader.

“This is a step forward that gives 
us big hope that at the 2020 Olym-
pics the organising committee will 
include 3+3 as an additional event.

“This would be a huge step for-
ward if it was accepted because it 
is our goal to strengthen 3+3 world-
wide and be part of the Olympics.”

“At the last Youth Olympics in 
Nanjing, countries that you would 
usually never hear of in traditional 
5+5, such as Andorra, Iraq, Qatar, 
Guam, smaller nations, are now ac-

tually making it on the international 
stage,” Muratore said.

Qatar won the men’s title at the 
3+3 world championships this year, 
whilst traditional heavyweights 

the United States took the women’s 
crown.

While the likes of Kobe Bry-
ant and Lebron James overshadow 
the full Olympic basketball court,  

Serbia’s Dusan Domovic “Raging 
Bull” Bulut and Dejan Majstorovic 
dominate the 3+3 rankings.

FIBA faces another battle in Ja-
pan after suspending the country for 
failing to merge its rival national bas-
ketball leagues. Japan could miss out 
on the 2016 Olympics in Rio if it does 
not enact reforms on time.

The international governing body 
has talked tough with the Japan 
Basketball Association over the two 
men’s leagues, but Muratore said he 
sees “positive” signs that Japanese 
sports leaders want reform.

“FIBA really regrets that such a 
situation has reached a point of no 
return,” the president said. “This had 
to be done because a lot of FIBA re-
quirements were not met.”

Muratore said it was “most im-
portant to embace the opportunity 
that the 2020 Olympic Games will 
provide to basketball in Japan.

“It is our objective for Japan to 
have a competing team for the 2020 
Olympics both for men and women 
and it would not make any sense to 
not have Japan at the Olympics. They 
are organising it so they should have 
teams present.”

FIBA is setting up a task force in 
Japan to bring together the National 
Basketball League and the rival BJ- 
League (Basketball Japan League). 

“We are very hopeful that the 
situation will change because of 
the importance of Japan,” Muratore 
said.

“We have always had meetings 
and communications with the JBA. 
What we want to achieve here is to 
get out of this complicated situation. 

“We will put our efforts into it 
and the signals we are receiving from 
Japan are positive - they want to get 
out of this situation for the benefit of 
basketball in Japan,” he declared. 

– AFP

Myanmar 
and China 
celebrate 
ties with 
basketball

Street basketball vies 
for Olympic place
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Medal ceremony at Aung San Stadium. 
Photo: supplied
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Japan playing China in the Asian Basketball championship. Photo: AFP


