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School’s in:
Hundreds
apply for
politics
classes

WA LONE
walonel4@gmail.com

IN a further milestone for education
reform, Yangon University is to offer a
course in political science that has at-
tracted more than twice as many appli-
cants as there are places. It is the first
course in politics to be offered since the
military banned the study of the sub-
ject 25 years ago.

More than 500 students applied for
the 200 places available in the diploma
course, which begins next month at the
university’s Kamaryut township cam-
pus. Candidates will be selected based
on an entrance exam, said a university
official. Up to 100 students will be ad-
mitted in the first batch.

The university’s Department of In-
ternational Relations invited applica-
tions on November 21, but decided to
Daw, Mae Ohn Nyunt Wai (left) - keep accepting applications until No-
speaks’?o a shopkeeper. in ’ vember 25 even though the course was
Sanchaung township’s Kyun fully sul?scrlbed on the first day. o
Taw Marketion N%lember 27. Appll.cant Ma Yu, .35, an admlm.s-

trator with an export-import firm, said
that acquiring a clearer understand-
ing of Myanmar’s political transition
would help her business. “I really

For YCDC candidates, canvassing is a slow process

4 Municipal elections in Yangon are less than a month away, but you wouldn’t know it wanted to study political science when
i . R . I was at university but nobody was
from the low level of public awareness. In an exclusive report, The Myanmar Times hits teaching it;” she said.

PHOTO: ZARNI PHYO the campaign trail with a candidate in the city’s western district ahead of the vote. NEws 4 MORE ON NEWS 3
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Sen Gen to Suu Kyi: This is not
about you

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing,
Myanmar’s top military leader and
the commander-in-chief of the
country’s armed forces, told Voice of
America (VOA) that a constitutional
clause keeping politicians with
foreign citizen spouses or children
out of the president’s office was not
angled at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi per
se.

Instead, he called it “a national
issue” and said the clause is
indicative of immigration issues that
spring from Myanmar'’s location,
smack dab between populous
nations, according to VOA.

Constitution aside, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi has lately been
pushing hard for a seat at the table
and, in one case, gotten it. The
National League for Democracy
leader attended talks between
14 major players in Myanmar,
including President U Thein Sein,
Senior General U Min Aung Hlaing
and Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker
Thura U Shwe Mann.

But excitement fizzled fast
after Thura U Shwe Mann told a
November 18 press conference that
the constitution would remain as it is
for the upcoming elections — making
late next year the earliest Daw Suu
needs to think about drafting her
acceptance speech.

The constitution also sets aside
25 percent of seats in parliament for
the military, a practice that bestows
those MPs with a veto power, as
amendments require more than
three-quarters of the body to vote
“Aye”.

Grass no greener in Bangladesh
The Bangladeshi government

has drawn up potential plans to
intern thousands of Rohingya, Al
Jazeera America reported, going

off an official document from the
Bangladesh Foreign Ministry that the
media outlet had received.

“It has been suggested that a
survey/listing of undocumented
Myanmar nationals in Bangladesh
would be carried out in order
to identify them and determine
their actual number and location
... The listed individuals would be
housed in temporary shelters in
different suitable locations pending
their repatriation to Myanmar
through regular diplomatic/
consular channels,” the March 2014
document said.

In Myanmar the group has
faced violence, mass displacement
and institutional disadvantage.
Currently, many of the Muslim
minority centred in Rakhine State
are facing the possibility of complete
disenfranchisement.

Unfortunately, the situation
doesn’t seem to get less dire over
the Bangladeshi border. “The human
rights situation in Bangladesh is
quite dire for many Bangladeshis,

online editor Kayleigh Long |
kayleighelong(@gmail.com

The safety dance

Given that locally maintained
Proboxs recently developed the
irritating habit of bursting into
flames due to mechanics removing
and selling a particular crucial and
expensive part, Toyota’s recent gift
of 10 vehicles to driving schools
feels well-intentioned but perhaps
misdirected. Perhaps they could just
send some better drivers instead?

but it is even worse for Rohingya,
who face discrimination and abuse
connected to their statelessness
and lack of legal status,” deputy
director of Human Rights Watch’s
Asia division Phil Robertson told Al
Jazeera America.

“The authors of the so-called
national strategy must have been
writing in a closed room, divorced
from reality, if they thought this
would be effective,” he said.

“The Bangladeshi government
is willingly deluding itself with
its continued insistence that
any of the Rohingya are going
to be voluntarily repatriated to
[Myanmar].”

About 20,000 Rohingya
live in Teknaf, Bangladesh,
the article stated. The head
of the township’s hospital, Dr
Shamsuzzahan Chowdurry, said
the administration’s strategy runs
if the Rohingya “don’t work for a
long time and there is no facility
for their health and education,
then they won't want to come,” Al
Jazeera America reported.

In brief
American expat genuinely confused
over lack of turkey, fanfare on
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Local waitress takes gold at World
‘Useless Hovering” Championship
City Mart elevates panflute Celine
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Next week
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s invitation
to military parliamentarians to have
coffee after dinner proves a bridge
too far
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Doubts over six-way talks

Expectations are low that a parliament-approved meeting between political leaders will bring about results

EI EI TOE LIWN
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

PARLIAMENT’S approval of an ur-
gent proposal calling for six-way talks
among political leaders to discuss
ways of amending the constitution has
been met with widespread scepticism.

The proposal, submitted by a
representative of the ruling Union
Solidarity and Development Party, U
Myint Tun, followed remarks made by
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw speaker Thura
U Shwe Mann, who said any change
to the national charter depended on
the “benevolence” of two men: Presi-
dent U Thein Sein and Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, the military
commander-in-chief.

The six people involved in talks will
be the president, the speaker and the
general, as well as Amyotha Hluttaw
speaker U Khin Aung Myint, opposi-
tion leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
and a parliamentarian who represents
an ethnic group. U Aye Maung of the
Rakhine National Party was selected
for that role on November 27.

But analysts have expressed scep-
ticism about the talks, questioning
whether they would be any more ef-
fective than the October 31 meeting of
14 national political leaders.

“We hoped for good news from last
month’s meeting of party leaders, but
there was no tangible result,” said U
Naing Ngwe Thein, a former leader of
the All Mon Regions Democracy Par-
ty. “Any future meeting will be in vain
if there is no specific agenda.”

A meeting the president convened
with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and a
dozen other leaders on October 31
concluded without issuing a state-
ment. Critics said the hastily organ-
ised event was held just for show in

CONTINUED FROM NEWS 1

U Khaing Myae, rector of West
Dagon University, said one chal-
lenge for university administrators
was the shortage of tutors with the
necessary knowledge to teach the
course.

He said most tutors were famil-
iar only with the socialism-focused
political science taught under Gen-
eral Ne Win’s regime, not liberal
political science.

“We can’t teach political sci-
ence except at Yangon University
because of the lack of teaching re-
sources,” he said.

The teaching of political science

advance of the ASEAN summit meet-
ing and the visit by US President
Barack Obama.

The Rakhine ethnic affairs minis-
ter for Yangon Region said political
problems would not automatically be
solved just by sitting around a table.
“To be effective, the meeting must
have a specific agenda, participants
must have the right to discuss it freely
and any agreement reached must be
announced. Otherwise, the meeting is
meaningless,” he said.

Others see the talks as political
football, intended to divert attention
from the government’s lack of will to
amend the constitution, despite state-
ments to the contrary from President
U Thein Sein.

was ended altogether in 1988 by
the military government but U
Kaung Thant, chief editor of the
journal Politics, said the damage
done by the regime went further.
He said military leaders not only
forbade the study of the subject
but also spread propaganda that
had made people afraid of politics
altogether.

This is still holding back the
country almost four years into its
transition to democracy, he said.

“The younger generation will
have to learn about political sci-
ence,” he said, “so that they can
improve the country when they be-
come leaders in the future.”

He told Voice of America in a re-
cent interview that it was up to par-
liament to approve amendments on
the basis the procedure laid down in
the constitution. “This is not a deci-
sion to be made by the president or
the commander-in-chief. That is very
clear,” he said.

Critics of his position point out
that the threshold for constitutional
change is approval from more than 75
percent of MPs, and the military holds
25pc of seats.

During debate over constitutional
change in parliament from November
13 to 28, military MPs said they op-
posed any changes, particularly to sec-
tion 436, which gives them veto pow-
ers. At the end of the debate last week,
Thura U Shwe Mann instructed the
Constitution Amendment Implemen-
tation Committee to submit a draft
amendment bill based on the discus-
sions to parliament during the next
session, which will begin in January.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
has played down the significance of
a petition with 5 million signatories
organised by the NLD and 88 Gen-
eration Students demanding consti-
tutional reform, including to section
436. “We also need to think about the
wishes of the country’s other 46 mil-
lion people,” he said, adding that a na-
tional referendum on the question, as
called for by the amendment process,
would allow voters to state their views.

Political analyst U Yan Myo Thein
warned of “tricks” on the part of the
USDP aimed at increasing the influ-
ence over the process of the president

and the commander-in-chief, adding
that without either an agenda or an
agreement, the talks would be just a
facade.

Though the 88 Generation issued
a statement on November 25 welcom-
ing the proposed six-way meeting as
a positive and constructive develop-
ment, leader Ko Mya Aye said he had
little hope that the talks would be suc-
cessful. “This is very complicated. The
president’s own spokesperson says
it would be better to have 14 partici-
pants, like the [October 31] meeting.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has agreed
to the six-way talks, despite her earlier
insistence on four-way talks involv-
ing the president, herself, Thura U
Shwe Mann and Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing. Urging that the talks
should begin as soon as possible, she
told reporters outside parliament on
November 27, “The longer the delay,
the more the people suffer. I dont
understand why they are afraid of
discussions.”

In an effort to defuse opposition
to constitutional change, the NLD
invited 70 military MPs to a dinner
reception on November 27, but it was
cancelled when the invitees said they
had no time to attend. “We won’t hesi-
tate to invite them again,” said Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi.

The President’s Office has not yet
responded to the invitation to join the
six-way talks. President U Thein Sein
himself has told the media he thinks
any talks should be “all-inclusive”

RELATED REPORT NEWS 7

Parties wrap
up peace
dialogue
framework

WA LONE
walone14@gmail.com

AS prospects for the early signing of a
ceasefire agreement appear to recede,
more than 50 political parties have ap-
proved a draft plan for future dialogue
between the government and ethnic
armed groups.

The plan, finalised on November
26, envisages talks involving repre-
sentatives of the hluttaw, the Tatma-
daw, political parties and ethnic armed
groups, with a role for civil society.

The main themes for discussion
include federalism, the rule of law, na-
tional security, the economy, foreign
policy, the constitution, the environ-
ment, education, healthcare and the
media.

“We will negotiate with all parties
to agree a single text as a framework
for dialogue,” said U Khin Mg Swe,
chair of the National Democratic
Force (NDF), which was involved in
drafting the plan.

He said the plan called for dialogue
at the state and regional level for an
accord to be subsequently endorsed by
parliament.

The plan was drafted by the Peace
and Political Framework Drafting Com-
mittee, a body founded by 56 of Myan-
mar’s 68 registered political parties in
September. The committee includes
the Federal Democratic Alliance and
the Nationalities Brotherhood Federa-
tion, as well as individual parties such
as the National Unity Party, the Chin
National Democracy Party and the
Farmers’ Development Party. However,
several major parties, including the Un-
ion Solidarity and Development Party,
the National League for Democracy
and the Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy Party, did not participate.

SNLD general secretary U Sai
Nyunt Lwin said his party was work-
ing with the ethnic umbrella group
UNFC, the United Nationalities Fed-
eral Council, on a similar framework.

But he stressed that talks could
only begin after the nationwide cease-
fire is signed.

“A political framework has to be
based on the nationwide ceasefire
agreement. If they don’t sign an agree-
ment we can’t have a political dia-
logue,” he said.

Talks toward finalising a draft
ceasefire have been postponed amid
clashes between the Tatmadaw and
armed groups and disagreements over
sections of the text that deal with the
security sector.
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On the campaign trail, where
nobody knows your name

Candidates in Yangon municipal elections begin campaign activities but find residents know little about the December 27 vote

b

NOE NOE
AUNG

noenoeag@gmail.com

WHILE most streets in Sanchaung
township are deserted in the early
morning hours, the area around Kyun
Taw Market has already come alive
with vendors and customers.

At one stall, Daw Mae Ohn Nyunt
Wai stands in front of a woman selling
fish. Instead of asking about prices or
examining the quality of her product
like other customers, the well-dressed
63-year-old starts a conversation
about politics.

“Do you know about the YCDC
election?” she asks.

The answer is a simple one, deliv-
ered with a look of confusion: “No.”

But after Daw Mae Ohn Nyunt Wai
gives an explanation about the elec-
tion, and asks the woman if she has
any problems with municipal officials,
she begins to open up about low-level
corruption.

“There are many illegal vendors
outside the market and the township
YCDC officials don’t take any action to
them. If their superiors order them to
remove them, they just inform the ille-
gal vendors before they come to arrest
them,” she said.

Neither the woman’s mistrust of
municipal officials nor her lack of
knowledge about the election are
unusual, according to Daw Mae Ohn
Nyunt Wai, who is contesting a seat on
the western district committee in the
December 27 election.

“Most of the people I’ve met don’t
know much about the election. Some
know a little but they don’t know
how the election will work, and
some don’t know anything,” she told
The Myanmar Times on November

27, as she walked around the market
distributing pamphlets and chatting
to locals.

A former Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and NGO staffer with a masters
degree in development management
from the Asian Institute of Manage-
ment in the Philippines, Daw Mae Ohn
Nyunt Wai said she chose to campaign
in the market for several reasons.

“Because I'm a woman, I want to
try and get support from women. I
can meet a lot of housewives here,” she
said.

But this demographic is attractive
to her for another reason, she said.
Women who stay at home while their
husbands work are more likely to deal
with the municipal officials on a regu-
lar basis, for services such as waste
collection and water supply - or, as
she puts it, to have “suffered the con-
sequences” of the current committee’s
poor management of these services.

Daw Mae Ohn Nyunt Wai is one
of 293 candidates who will contest
the 115 positions up for election in
the first municipal vote in more than
five decades. In the western district
she will compete against eight other
candidates.

While they could officially begin
campaigning on November 7, she said
it took two weeks to prepare flyers and
get permission from the censorship
board to distribute them. This is not
the only restriction candidates face: If
they want to conduct campaign activi-
ties in a group, they must also apply
for permission from the township po-
lice station under the peaceful protest
law.

The delays have left Daw Mae Ohn
Nyunt Wai just one month to build
some traction with voters. Under elec-
tion laws introduced earlier this year,
each household will be given one vote.
She estimates there are 30,000 house-
holds in the 10 townships that make
up her electorate.

Daw Mae Ohn Nyunt Wai (left) speaks to a shopkeeper in Sanchaung township’s
Kyun Taw Market on November 27. Photo: Zarni Phyo

She considers the lack of time to
be the main challenge for candidates,
particularly when there is such low
public awareness about the vote.

“Most people do not have a clue
about the election. Some get it con-
fused with the 2015 [general] election.
So we have to take time to educate
people and also take time to wait for
permission to campaign.”

Funding is also a constraint, and
one that is more of a challenge for
some candidates than others. Unlike
in hluttaw elections, there are no lim-
its on campaign spending.

“Personally, I have a limited budg-
et. There are some developers and
businessmen among the candidates so
they can spend more money on their

campaign. But I will do my best within
my limitations as I am very interested
in [the city’s] development,” she said.

The challenge is somewhat easier
for candidates contesting the 99 town-
ship-level seats.

Daw Naw War War Htoo, who is
running for one of three positions in
Insein township, said she would begin
her campaign in the first week of De-
cember. A master’s degree-holder from
the Asian Institute of Technology, she
has only one opponent in her seat.

“I'm still preparing to campaign,”
she said. “As a township-level candi-
date, I don’t think I will need to pre-
pare too much.”

Like Daw Mae Ohn Nyunt Wai in
the western district, U Win Aung is

struggling to reach as many residents
of the eastern district before voters go
to the polls at the end of December.

A former deputy department head
at YCDC’s North Dagon office, he re-
signed to contest the election.

“At the moment I am giving out fly-
ers to people and explaining to them
how I can work for the people of the
eastern district,” he said.

In some ways, the December 27
election is a trial run. Candidates will
only serve around one year, until the
end of Thein Sein’s government’s term.
Subsequent elections will see winning
candidates serve for five years.

Some candidates, though, are lay-
ing out a vision to voters of a more
responsive, development-focused mu-
nicipal body.

U Win Aung said that while a year
was not long and it was unclear how
much power elected representatives
would have, he believed he could
make a difference to the lives of ordi-
nary people.

“Many townships from this district
are still under-developed,” he said. “If
I was selected I believe I could speed
up their development, particularly in
terms of improving infrastructure.”

Daw Mae Ohn Nyunt Wai wants to
bring about change in how municipal
bodies decide on priorities by listening
more to the wishes of residents.

“As a member of YCDC, you should
ask questions rather than issue com-
mands. What is your opinion? What
do you need? If you want to serve the
public, these are the questions you
must ask.”

She said she was optimistic that
the elections could lead to a brighter
future for Yangon.

“Yangon is precious - we still have
so much [built] heritage. It is also a
cosmopolitan city and in the future,
it could be an international city,” she
said. “But we have to manage and de-
velop it in the right way.”
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British ambassador to raise
Kachin shelling with govt
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BRITISH ambassador Andrew Patrick
is to raise concerns with government
officials over a Tatmadaw artillery
assault on a Kachin Independence
Army military academy near Laiza
that the KIA said left 23 trainees dead.

Mr Patrick told The Myanmar
Times he understood Kachin anger
over the incident, which he described
as a “real setback” to the peace process.

“We've made our views clear to
government. I haven’t been up to Nay
Pyi Taw since it happened, but when
I go I will be talking to them directly
about it,” he said last week.

KIA deputy chief-of-staff Major
General Gun Maw said shortly after
the November 19 attack that the or-
ganisation was considering calling off
peace negotiations with the govern-
ment. A spokesperson said last week
that they would remain at the negoti-
ating table but declined to comment
further.

Speaking at his residence on No-
vember 26, Mr Patrick said Britain
was “very concerned by the events in
Kachin”, particularly the impact on
the peace process.

“In a situation where there is such
a need to build trust between the dif-
ferent sides, the kind of thing that
happened last week is a real setback,”’
he said. “I think it’s too soon to say
what the impact on the peace process
will be. The Kachins have not said
that they’re pulling out though I can
understand they’re very angry about
what happened.”

The Tatmadaw confirmed it was
responsible for the attack but de-
scribed it as a “warning shot” fired
after repeated requests to the KIA to
refrain from attacking Tatmadaw sol-
diers and civil servants.

A monk leads a candlelit vigil in downtown Yangon on November 24 to mark the deaths of more than 20 people in
Kachin State earlier in the month. Photo: Zarni Phyo

A 17-year ceasefire in Kachin State
ended in June 2011, and the KIA is
one of only two major armed ethnic
groups that have not reached a bilat-
eral ceasefire with the government.

However, the KIA is a member of
the Nationwide Ceasefire Coordina-
tion Team (NCCT), which has been
negotiating a nationwide ceasefire
with the government’s Union Peace-
making Working Committee.

The most recent formal NCCT
talks ended in September without
an agreement, and Mr Patrick said it
remained unclear whether a national
ceasefire was possible.

“It’s a very difficult process, be-
cause trust is very low between the
sides. I very much hope there’s go-
ing to be a national ceasefire signed
[but] I don’t think it’s a certainty”

The death toll from the fighting
in the resource-rich state since 2011
is not known but more than 100,000
civilians have been displaced.

Unable to return home, they re-
main in camps and rely on local and
international donors to survive.

While the British government
has supported efforts to alleviate the
humanitarian crisis in Kachin State,
it has also provoked controversy by
launching a training program for
Tatmadaw officers earlier this year.

The Foreign Office says the aim
has been to encourage Myanmar’s
military to act according to interna-
tional standards and the program
does not touch on combat skills.

However, the initiative has been
condemned by a number of rights
groups, who say the British gov-
ernment should not work with the
Tatmadaw while it still faces accusa-
tions of rights abuses, including rape,
murder and the use of child soldiers.

Mr Patrick said there had been
“misunderstanding about what we're
doing” with the training program,
which he says has broad support

inside the country.

“Some people who argue against
us in the UK claim were building
their capacity to fight war and that’s
completely not the case.

“I have asked every major ethnic
leader that I've met - which includes
all of the major ethnic groups - and
they have all said privately that they
understand why what we’re doing is
good in the long term.”

However, he acknowledged that
through the program the UK could
be lending legitimacy to an organi-
sation accused of serious rights
abuses.

“There is an argument that you
endorse them by associating with
them and endorse them by providing
training,” he said. “I think the idea is
they are a fact. They are a very signif-
icant part of society here [and] they
will continue to be a very important
institution in Burma so you can’t ig-
nore that”

IN BRIEF

MAI to code-share with Garuda
Indonesia’s national airline Garuda will
operate as a code-share partner with
Myanmar Airways International from
December, MAI marketing manager
Daw Aye Mra Tha said last week.
Garuda will fly from Yangon to
Jakarta via Bangkok and Singapore,
and Daw Aye Mra Tha said these
flights would be cheaper than current
connections from Myanmar to the
Indonesian capital. - Ei Ei Thu

State media to follow press
council rulings: minister
State-owned newspapers will comply
with rulings issued by the Myanmar
Press Council (Interim), the minister
for information says.

“In the event of a complaint about
ethics, we will obey the decisions of the
Press Council,” U Ye Htut told journal-
ists in Mandalay on November 22.

He said this year there had been two
complaints to the council about items
in the state-owned newspapers.

The minister said the government
would work through the press council
to resolve disputes with private media.

Since taking office more than three
years ago the government has had four
disputes with private-sector media,
he said. “Two cases concerned ethics,
and the others were about national
security.” - Than Naing Soe

German doctors volunteer in Sittwe
A medical team from Germany has
provided free corrective operations to
people suffering from cleft lips and pal-
ates at Sittwe Hospital in Rakhine State.

Approximately 1in 700 children are
born with the congenital defect which
can affect the ability to speak, eat and
even breathe. The surgery to correct it
takes less than an hour but there are
only 11 surgeons in Myanmar who can
perform it, according to the Rakhine
National Social Welfare Organisation
(RNSWOJ, which is assisting the Ger-
man team.

The Rakhine State government
and its Department of Health are also
assisting the surgeons, who are volun-
teering in Myanmar for the third time.

RNSWO spokesperson Uzin Blue
said they would also provide treatment
for throat cancer and assess whether
those with scars from accidents would
benefit from surgery. - Cherry Thein
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MPs support
push for six-
person talks
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THE Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has ap-
proved a proposal calling for a meet-
ing between the country’s major
political leaders to discuss consti-
tutional reform. The urgent motion
was submitted on November 25 by U
Myint Tun, an Amyotha Hluttaw rep-
resentative from Bago Region, and
passed unanimously the same day.

The proposal urged talks be-
tween President U Thein Sein,
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U
Shwe Mann, Amyotha Hluttaw
Speaker U Khin Aung Myint, Com-
mander-in-Chief Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing, National League
for Democracy leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and an ethnic leader
“at the earliest convenient time”.

On November 27, Rakhine Na-
tional Party leader U Aye Maung
was chosen to represent ethnic mi-
norities at the meeting.

The talks would be aimed at pro-
ducing a constitution “in line with
the age, time and situation and to
create a better situation to build
Myanmar in the present and in the
future”, the proposal said.

U Myint Tun told parliament
that he believed dialogue was the
key to resolving growing political
tension between the country’s po-
litical leaders.

He stressed that the motion was
his idea alone. “Skirmishes have
erupted since we were young be-
cause we never [negotiated]. I was
considering the issue and believe
this is a solution.”

The proposal comes amid fierce
debate in parliament over proposed
constitutional amendments and
concerns that the political agree-
ments of recent years could frac-
ture in the lead-up to next year’s
election. The main point of conten-
tion is proposed changes to section
436 of the constitution that would
remove the military’s veto over con-
stitutional reform.

On October 31, President U
Thein Sein called an unprecedented
meeting of 14 political leaders but
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said the

talks were not effective and reiter-
ated calls for negotiations between
herself, U Thein Sein, Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing and Thura U
Shwe Mann.

U Myint Tun said the six politi-
cal leaders should be prepared to
make concessions that reflect the
wishes of the people.

“We definitely need to find a so-
lution through negotiation between
those six key players,” he said, add-
ing that this would support the con-
stitution amendment process under
way in parliament.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told jour-
nalists after the session that she was
not against the proposal and would
follow the decision of the hluttaw.

Ethnic representatives said they
would have no problem agreeing on
a representative to attend the talks.

‘We definitely need
to find a solution
through negotiation
between those six
key players.

U Myint Tun
Amyotha Hluttaw representative

“We have formed the Nationali-
ties Brotherhood Federation so it is
easy to negotiate,” said U Banyar
Aung Moe from the All Mon Re-
gions Democracy Party, referring to
an umbrella organisation of ethnic
political parties.

U Ye Tun, the Pyithu Hluttaw
representative for Hsipaw in Shan
State, said the ethnic leader need
not necessarily be an MP. “At first
we thought to select a person from
among the ethnic hluttaw represent-
atives but some ethnic leaders are
not included in the hluttaw;” he said.

Yangon Region representative U
Thar Yin said the talks would help
to alleviate concerns the country’s
political system is in crisis.

“Our country’s unity, stability
and development depend on the
goodwill, responsibility and nego-
tiations of these leaders,” he said.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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President U Thein Sein speaks during a meeting with registered political parties in Yangon on November 26. Photo: Yu Yu

U Thein Sein urges parties to
maintain stability ahead of election

EI EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwindgmail.com

PRESIDENT U Thein Sein has urged
political parties to cooperate in
maintaining a stable political situa-
tion leading up to next year’s general
election. At a meeting with parties at
the Yangon Region parliament build-
ing on November 26, the president
said the election should lead to the
installation of a government that re-
flected the wishes of the public.

“The 2015 election will bring big
changes in the democratisation of our
country. That’s why I would like to
urge you all to cooperate in stabilis-
ing the political situation during the
campaign,” the president said.

U Aung Min and U Soe Thein
- both ministers in the President’s
Office - attended the meeting along

with Yangon Region Chief Minister U
Myint Swe, chair of the Union Elec-
tion Commission U Tin Aye and other

officials.

Political parties represented at the
meeting with President U Thein Sein

The president explained the re-
form process, describing efforts to
amend the constitution, the ceasefire
process, meetings among political

leaders and the national education
bill.

He said parliament would play an
important role in amending the 2008
constitution.

Since 2011, the government had
pursued liberalisation in politics,
the economy and social affairs, with
tangible success, the president said.
“But many obstacles must still be ad-
dressed. We cannot do it alone, we
need your cooperation.”

He urged the politicians to strive
for stability during the transition,
even as they were rivals within a
democratic state.

The president said he would con-
tinue to meet with opposition figures
to discuss national reconciliation.
“We will arrange such meetings of-
ten,” he said, “but they must be all-
inclusive.”
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Lawyer U Zaw Win (right), Asia Alin Yaung Sayadaw and supporters wait outside court on November 26. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Jailed lawyer accuses authorities
of using the law ‘as a weapon’

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

FARMERS’ champion U Zaw Win has
accused the government of using the
law as a weapon to prevent him from
representing his clients. He has been
detained under the peaceful protest
law since staging a solo demonstration
in Pyin Oo Lwin last May, and denied
bail.

So far he has made nine court ap-
pearances. At each, farmers demon-
strated in his favour and called for his
release.

Proceedings have been delayed by
the prosecutor’s request to shift the
trial to a court closer to Mandalay
on the grounds that conducting it in
Pyin Oo Lwin would be unsafe and
could lead to public rioting. Similarly,

township police have opposed appli-
cations for bail on the grounds that it
would cause “fear or alarm to the pub-
lic and rioting”.

U Zaw Win, a higher grade pleader
whose licence was once revoked, has
fought the attempt to shift the case to
another court, arguing it would make
it difficult for defence witnesses to ap-
pear in court.

“It has been three months and one
day since I was charged, but we are no
nearer a trial. I'm still awaiting a court
decision on changing the venue for
my case. These constant delays mean
I have had to stay in jail ... They are
using the law as weapon,” U Zaw Win
told The Myanmar Times after the No-
vember 26 hearing.

“Refusing to allow me to go on trial
where the alleged offence took place is

tantamount to blocking my evidence ...
Changing the venue would be a sign of
partiality on the part of the judiciary.”

He said he staged the solo protest
because no action had been taken
against what he described as impro-
priety in the judiciary, despite his
repeated complaints against law en-
forcement officials.

His supporters are continuing to
demand his release, and some attend-
ed last week’s court hearing wearing
T-shirts bearing his photo. Asia Alin
Yaung Sayadaw attended his last hear-
ing and released white doves.

“Arresting our lawyer U Zaw Win
is like cutting off our hands and legs.
We have no one to rely on,” said U
Aung Chit Tin, of Pyin Oo Lwin’s Kywe
Nwyar Htauk village, who is also facing
trial. - Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Toyota
donates
to driving
schools

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com

TOYOTA has donated 10 cars to four
state-operated driving schools in
Yangon to support government ef-
forts to improve road safety. The do-
nation, which included educational
materials and equipment, took place
at a ceremony in Nay Pyi Taw on No-
vember 26.

Alarmed at the rise in road ac-
cidents, the government has been
increasing the number of driving
schools, while requiring people who
apply for driving licences to pass a
stiffer test, said Deputy Minister for
Rail Transportation U Chan Maung.

The ministry launched a program
to raise standards at driving schools
in May, he added.

“We issue driving licences to qual-
ified drivers, and have upgraded the
driving test so it meets international
standards,” he said.

The number of driving schools
has more than doubled in the past
three years, rising from only 24 in
2011 to 33 by 2013 and 50 this year.
Of these, 15 are run by the Ministry
of Transport.

Toyota’s senior managing officer
for Asia and the Pacific, Hisyuki In-
oue, said the 2014-model Corollas
were valued at US$18,000, exclud-
ing government taxes. The vehicles
feature an extra brake and front
and rear cameras to assist driving
instructors.

“Toyota believes in giving back to
society. We hope our donation will
contribute to enriching this coun-
try’s automotive society,” he said.

U Chan Maung said the minis-
try would test the cars and consider
whether to recommend them to pri-
vate driving schools.

Experts recommends overhaul
of agriculture laws, policies

Despite some significant changes in the sector over the past three years, many challenges are yet to be addressed

BILL
OTOOLE &

botoole12@gmail.com

MYANMAR’S land-related legal frame-
work needs to be overhauled to im-
prove the livelihoods of millions of
smallholder farmers and tackle high
rural poverty rates, participants at a
Nay Pyi Taw forum said last week.

The November 25-26 forum was or-
ganised by the Livelihoods and Food
Security Trust (LIFT) Fund and at-
tended by government officials, NGO
and civil society representatives and
agri-business investors, who discussed
recent developments in the rapidly
changing agriculture sector and the
direction of reform efforts.

A multi-donor trust fund, LIFT
was established in 2009 and has since
dispersed more than US$200 million
for livelihoods-focused development
projects.

LIFT Fund director Andrew Kirk-
wood said that a number of impor-
tant legal and policy changes have
occurred in the agriculture sector but
much more needs to be done.

While several new land laws have
been promulgated by U Thein Sein’s
government, there are still many out-
dated laws in force that are holding
back development in the agriculture
sector, he said.

He cited the example of smallhold-
er farmers who have no legal claim to
the land they have worked for decades
because it is classified by the govern-
ment as forest. As a result, they are of-
ten unable to access credit from banks
or microfinance institutions.

“Clearly there needs to be a change
in the laws and policies,” he told The
Myanmar Times. “We need to move
toward what is actually happening on
the ground.”

Nevertheless, the sector has seen
rapid change in recent years. Mr
Kirkwood said LIFT had developed
a national strategy for agricultural
development in 2011 but has been
forced to rethink its own role in the
sector because of the spread of new
technologies, such as mobile phones,
and the arrival of many more donors
and NGOs. He said it could transition
from a traditional donor organisation
to become an independent mediator
between civil society, the government
and the private sector.

Another recent development is the

drafting of a National Land Use Poli-
¢y, which was released to the public.
Responding to calls for greater trans-
parency in policy-making, the govern-
ment released the draft to the public
in October, ahead of national consulta-
tions through November.

‘We need to move
toward what is
actually happening
on the ground’

Andrew Kirkwood
LIFT Fund

While noting that the national con-
sultation was a first for the govern-
ment, Daw Ohnmar Khaing, coordina-
tor of the Food Security Working Group
- a network of agriculture-focused civil
society groups - said efforts to engage
with civil society did not go far enough.

In the case of the National Land
Use Policy, she said civil society groups
had been given just two weeks to re-
view the 93-page document.

“Activists are still looking for the
space for people’s opinions and regu-
lations for the rights of smallholder
farmers ... They cannot find any [farm-
ers’] rights issues in the law,” she said,
adding that national leaders needed to
work harder to build trust with other
groups working on agriculture.

U Zarni Minn, a deputy director
at the Department of Rural Develop-
ment, agreed that lack of trust in the
government is a problem.

He said that when ministry officials
try to engage with communities and
civil society, they must contend with
longstanding fear of the central gov-
ernment, particularly in rural areas.

Combined with a lack of capacity
in the civil service, this has made it
harder for officials to help smallholder
farmers, he said.

Both Mr Kirkwood and Daw Ohn-
mar Khaing said that it was important
to have a forum to discuss openly the
challenges in the agriculture sector
and areas where reform is needed.

“Farmers are businesspeople,” Mr
Kirkwood said. “We really believe
that the government, civil society and
the private sector all have important
roles to play in helping those small
farmers become more successful
businesspeople.”
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‘New’ rights body faces first major test

Investigation into death of journalist is the first opportunity for the human rights commission to exercise its new powers

BILL O'TOOLE
botoole12@gmail.com

THE investigation into the death of
journalist Ko Par Gyi represents the
first major test for the reformed My-
anmar National Human Rights Com-
mission - but experts are sceptical that
members have the desire or expertise
to conduct a genuinely independent
probe.

The investigation is the first assign-
ment for the commission since it was
reconstituted on September 25, when
a 15-member commission established
three years earlier through a presiden-
tial order was abolished and replaced
by a new body formed under the Myan-
mar National Human Rights Commis-
sion Law.

But while the law gives the commis-
sion formal independence - as well as
the right to summon people for inter-
views, and provide confidentiality to its
sources - it is not clear how this will be
used in Myanmar’s post-military rule
political context.

President U Thein Sein ordered
the commission to investigate the cir-
cumstances surrounding Ko Par Gyi’s
death on October 30, a week after the
military revealed that he had died in
its custody in Mon State on October 4.

News of his death prompted protests
in Yangon and Mandalay, as well as
concern and condemnation from for-
eign governments and human rights
organisations.

Matthew Bugher, a Global Justice
Fellow at Harvard Law School based
in Yangon, said the investigation poses
both an opportunity and a risk for the
commission.

“The commission’s investigation
into Par Gyi’s death represents an op-
portunity for the commission to break
from past practice and take seriously
its mandate to independently investi-
gate alleged human rights violations,”
he said.

“However, the commission has not
previously demonstrated a willingness
to speak out about abuses committed
by military personnel or confront pow-
erful military interests.”

Some of the early indications from
the investigation have been positive,
however. In early November, for exam-
ple, Ko Par Gyi’s body was exhumed so
that an autopsy could be conducted.

Commission secretary U Sit Myaing,
who is leading the investigation team,
has also confirmed that Ko Par Gyi was
working as a journalist, despite the
government describing him as a com-
munications officer, holding the rank of

captain, for a group linked to the Dem-
ocratic Karen Benevolent Army.

U Sit Myaing assured The Myanmar
Times last week that the investigation
team had been exercising its independ-
ence and there was “no influence or
guidelines” from external forces.

He said that the new law had aided
the probe by giving the commission
stronger powers to request evidence.

“We have applied the new law in our
investigation,” he said, adding that the
team expected to finish its final report
this week. “We push for evidence - this
is a new power.”

Local and international human
rights groups have been highly critical
of previous investigations - particularly
one into the alleged Killings in Rakhine
State’s Du Chee Yar Tan village - as well
as the commission’s apparent reluc-
tance to examine politically sensitive
issues.

In a report released on September
25, Burma Partnership, a coalition of
Myanmar-focused civil society groups,
said that the commission had “done al-
most nothing” on Kachin and Rakhine
states, which constituted the two areas
of “most concern” for human rights vio-
lations.

Even the reformation of the com-
mission drew fire from activists, who

said the selection process lacked trans-
parency and it was unclear why some
former members had been dismissed.
Several of these individuals told The
Myanmar Times that they believed
they had been removed because they

‘The commission
has not previously
demonstrated a
willingness to speak
out about abuses
committed by
military personnel.

Matthew Bugher
Harvard Law School

were the most outspoken members of
the commission.

One of these deposed members, U
Hla Myint, said last week the new law
gave the commission the powers need-
ed to conduct genuine investigations
into human rights abuses.

“The positions of this law are very
real and very effective. If you are fol-
lowing the provisions in the law scru-
pulously, you are really independent,”
he said.

“The law is good enough, but it de-
pends on the members - how they ap-
ply the law”

The commission’s political inde-
pendence from the government and
military is not the only concern, how-
ever. Trevor Wilson, a visiting fellow
at the Australian National University
who focuses on Myanmar politics,
said he was not convinced the com-
mission had the technical expertise
to properly investigate Ko Par Gyi’s
death.

“I am ... not sure that the MNHRC
has the resources and skills to conduct
such an investigation,” said Mr Wilson,
a former Australian ambassador to My-
anmar. “An incompetent investigation
could cause harm on all fronts.”

Mr Bugher agreed, saying that it is
“important that the commission not
further entrench impunity by white-
washing human rights abuses”.

“If the commission bows to pressure
from the government or military and
fails to conduct a credible and inde-
pendent investigation,” he said, “it will
become complicit in Par Gyi’s death.”

CRIME IN BRIEF

US citizen arrested over car dispute
A US citizen was arrested and charged
on November 3 with criminal breach
of trust for allegedly failing to return a
car he had been loaned by Zeya & As-
sociates. Zeya was the local partner of
Gunkul Engineering, a Thai company
Bob Lee had been working for.

U Aung Wai Phyo, who works as
a driver for Zeya & Associates, told
Kamaryut township police that Mr
Lee had failed to return the car as
requested after he was dismissed
from Gunkul Engineering. Mr Lee
has appeared in Kamaryut Township
Court eight times since his arrest.

Father-in-law faces murder charge
Police have charged a man with mur-
der after he allegedly stabbed and
killed his son-in-law after an alterca-
tion between the deceased man, 30,
and the accused’s daughter.

U Win Tun’s body was found by his
mother, Daw Nwe Yi, on the edge of
Bogalay village in Yangon Region’s
Kayan township on November 17.

Police said that U Win Tun was
killed by his father-in-law after he
beat his wife with a stone used for
grinding thanakha.

Two charged over bank note scam
A boy, 15, and a man, 29, were
charged by police in Yangon's Kyee-
myindaing township on November 26
with forging K10,000 notes. A shop
owner on Taw Win Street in Bawga
ward alerted the authorities after the
boy attempted to buy cold drinks at
his shop with the notes.

After being arrested and ques-
tioned, the boy led police officers to
the Sanchaung township home of the
man, where they discovered a colour
printer, a computer and 10 sheets of
counterfeit K10,000 notes.

Foreigner uses fake bank card

A person described as a “foreigner”
was allegedly caught on CCTV on
November 15 withdrawing K900,000
from a Kanbawza Bank ATM using a
fake bank card.

Daw Swe Zin Win, assistant general
manager of Kanbawza Bank’s head
office, said the person made three
withdrawals of K300,000 each. - Toe
Wai Aung, translation by Khant Lin Oo
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Swiss NGO to give disadvantaged a chance at hotel jobs

EIEITHU
91.eieithuldgmail.com

THE NGO Swisscontact is to train
about 3000 disadvantaged people from
Yangon Region and Nay Pyi Taw in
the hotel trade. About 200 candidates
will be selected from each of the town-
ships of Hlegu, Hlaing Tharyar, Insein,
Thanlyin and Dala in Yangon Region
and Tatkon, Pyinmana and Lewe in
Nay Pyi Taw, according to the organi-
sation’s training coordinator, Daw Cho
Cho Mar.

The candidates, aged from 16 to 45,

will include people who have endured
poverty or been affected by natural
disaster, she said. They will learn voca-
tional skills to help them gain work in
the hotel services sector.

“We will prioritise young people, es-
pecially those who suffered from disas-
ters such as Cyclone Nargis or civil war,
or who failed to complete university,”
she said.

Training will take place in April,
July and September, during the low
season for the hotel industry.

Swiss Agency for Development and
Cooperation are funding Swisscontact

and German company INBAS to carry
out the four-year program. Trainees
have already been selected to train the
trainers in middle management, who
will then pass on the sKills to their staff.

“We selected 18 master instructors
with good English skills and interna-
tional hotel experience. Disadvantaged
young people with few opportunities
will be chosen to attend this training,”
she said. “This program can help re-
lieve the labour shortage in the hotel
industry, as well as helping to improve
young people’s lives.”

One trainee, Ma Khin Myo San, said

‘If we have enough
skilled labour,
foreign investment
will come to help
develop our
country further.’

U Nay Myo Zaw
Swiss embassy, Yangon

she had quit as front-office supervisor
of a hotel in Dubai to take up the train-
ing opportunity.

U Nay Myo Zaw, national program
officer at the Swiss embassy, said the
training would help meet labour short-
ages in the hospitality industry.

“If we have enough skilled labour,
foreign investment will come to help
develop our country further,” he said.

The Ministry of Hotels and Tourism
says the country has already surpassed
its target of 3 million visitors for this
year, and 2016 has been proclaimed
Visit Myanmar Year.

Speaker seeks
bail for Koh
Tao accused

PYAE THET PHYO
LUN MIN MANG
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

AMYOTHA Hluttaw Speaker U Khin
Aung Myint has offered to act as per-
sonal guarantor in the case of the two
Myanmar men accused of murder in
Thailand. The speaker said on No-
vember 26 he would stand surety for
Ko Zaw Lin and Ko Win Zaw Htun,
the Myanmar migrant workers ac-
cused of Killing two British tourists
in Thailand’s Koh Tao Island on Sep-
tember 15.

The speaker said he had called on
Thai junta leader Prayut Chan-o-cha
to transfer the two to the supervision
of Myanmar’s embassy in Bangkok,
releasing them from Thai custody. “If
they run away, I will accept to be ar-
rested,” he told the media.

The two men have recanted their
original confession, alleging it had
been extracted under torture.

The Myanmar embassy applied for
bail on November 26 and agreed to
provide the required surety, but the
Koh Samui District Court rejected the
application on the grounds the men
are a flight risk.

Meanwhile, U Khin Aung Myint
has provided K10 million on behalf of
the hluttaw to assist the men, while
hluttaw representatives U Khin Shwe
and U Nay Win Tun have given K10
million each. A Rakhine social net-
work has also donated about K15 mil-
lion toward the defence.

U Khin Aung Myint went to Thai-
land on November 23 together with
legal experts and other hluttaw rep-
resentatives to negotiate on behalf of
the accused, and met Prime Minister
Prayut Chan-o-cha on November 25.

On November 20, the Koh Samui
court allowed Thai police to continue
to hold the two men, remanding them
in custody for a fifth time.

Days that two migrant workers accused
of murder in Thailand have been held in
detention, as of November 29

Under Thai law, a suspect can be re-
manded up to seven times, for a total
of 84 days, after which they must be
charged or released. The suspects had
asked the court to deny the application
but a judge upheld the police request.

“The Thai police said that they
have not completed their investiga-
tion yet,” said U Aung Myo Thant, a
lawyer involved in the case.

“We objected to remanding them
again because they have been held for
nearly 50 days but the court allowed
it” - Translation by Thiri Min Htun

"é

Officers from ROKS Choi Young and ROKS Cheoniji greet children in Yangon on November 21. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

S Korean ships make goodwill stop

SHWEGU THITSAR
khaingsabainyein@gmail.com

TWO South Korean warships paid a
goodwill visit to Myanmar last week
in response to a recent visit to South
Korea of Myanmar’s defence chief,
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing.
During their four-day visit, from
November 21 to 24, naval personnel

from the destroyer ROKS Choi Young
and the oiler ROKS Cheonji took
part in sporting events, visited Na-
val Command, provided assistance
to the Myanmar Red Cross Society,
gave concerts, paid their respects at
the Martyrs’ Mausoleum and volun-
teered at orphanage schools.

“We came here after the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Myanmar [de-

fence] forces visited South Korea”
from September 28 to October 1, said
officer Chun Jungsoo. “We want to
promote friendly relations between
our two countries.”

The two vessels, which docked at
Thilawa, have a combined crew of
647 people, and will visit a total of 12
countries including Myanmar.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Shiseido Company Ltd., a corporation organized and existing
under the laws of Japan, of 7-5-5 Ginza, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-8010,
Japan, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 3299/2003

in respect of “Soaps, perfumeries, and cosmetics; including skin
care, hair care, body care, and make-up products”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Shiseido Company Ltd.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyilaw@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1* December 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Suzuki Motor Corporation, a company incorporated in Japan and
having its office at 300 Takatsuka-cho, Minami-ku, Hamamatsu-shi,
Shizuoka-Pref. 432-8611 Japan, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor
of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg.No.IV/ 11120 /2014

Used in respect of “automobiles, motorcycles, all terrain vehicles,
and the parts and fittings thereof™.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade
Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate

LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)

For Suzuki Motor Corporation

#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. 1 December 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Monster Energy Company, a Delaware corporation having a place
of business at 1 Monster Way, Corona, California 92879, USA, is
the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following Trade Mark:

RIPPER

Reg. No. 1V/15383/2014

used in respect of “Class 05: Nutritional supplements in liquid
form”.

Reg. No. 1V/15384/2014

used in respect of “Class 32: Non-alcoholic beverages”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade
Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate

LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)

For Monster Energy Company

#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. 1 December 2014
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The Myanmar Times

: facebook.com/
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Workers seek stronger
dispute settlement law

Labour leaders to meet MPs to discuss their concerns over recently amended law

-
-

KYAW
KO KO

A
kyawkoko.mdy991@gmail.com

ABOUT 600 workers have protested in
Mandalay calling for further amend-
ments to the Labour Dispute Settle-
ment Law, which they say has so far
been ineffective because punishments
for violations are too weak.

The Myanmar Trade Unions Federa-
tion (MTUF) organised the November
23 protest in Mandalay, which followed
a similar demonstration in Yangon on
November 2.

Protesters called for the law to be

changed so that an employer who de-
fies the ruling of the Arbitration Coun-
cil can be jailed.

As The Myanmar Times has previ-
ously reported, most of the council’s
rulings - about 100 to date - have
been ignored by employers because the
penalties ranged from just K30,000 to
K100,000.

The law, enacted in March 2012, was
amended in September to increase the
maximum fine for violations to K1 mil-
lion. While President U Thein Sein and
others had called for jail terms to be in-
cluded in the law, parliament decided
against it on the ground it could nega-
tively impact on foreign investment.

MTUF representatives said on
November 23 that they planned to
meet with MPs who were against

tougher penalties.

MTUF deputy leader U Myo Thant
countered that the lack of enforcement
and adherence to labour laws was
also “a barrier to the entry of foreign
investors”

“The leaders of workers are being
dismissed [from workplaces by em-
ployers]. This proves that the existing
law has flaws.”

Workers who participated in the
protest also called for the involvement
of labour representatives in drafting
legislation and raised concerns about
the ability of workers to file lawsuits
against abusive empoyers.

Union members said they will hold
a third protest, in Nay Pyi Taw, if they
feel their demands are being ignored.

— Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Kayan New Land Pa
plots USDP downfall

MAUNG
AW

mgzaw.mmtimes(dgmail.com

THE Kayan New Land Party will not
contest next year’s election but has
offered to help political parties win
votes to beat the Union Solidarity and
Development Party in Kayah State.

Kayah State was the only one of
Myanmar’s 14 states and regions in
which the USDP won all seats in the
2010 election but Colonel Saw Lwin,
secretary 1 of the KNLP, said his
group was hoping for a dramatically
different result in 2015.

“We will help any political par-
ty competing in our state in 2015
election to get more votes than the
USDP. We will help the strong par-
ty in our region, whether it is the
[National League for Democracy] or

100%

Seats in Kayah State that the Union
Solidarity and Development Party won
in the 2010 general election

Colonel Saw Lwin sits in his home in Kayah State. Photo: Maung Zaw

ethnic political parties,” he said.

He said the group hoped that re-
moving the USDP’s majority would
lead to constitutional reform and the
creation of a “real civilian government”.

“We will never compete in the
election until a civilian government
takes office. The current government
is not democratic. Only after the con-
stitution is amended will Myanmar
be a democratic country,” Col Saw
Lwin said.

The KNLP was established in 1960
and signed a ceasefire agreement
with the government in 1990. Unlike
most other armed ethnic groups, it
has not renewed this ceasefire with U
Thein Sein’s government.

Led by U Thein Sein, the USDP
won 15 seats in the Kayah regional
parliament, as well as eight Pyithu
Hluttaw and 12 Amyotha Hluttaw
seats in Kayah State.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

SSA-South calls for
political dialogue
instead of ceasefire

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

A SENIOR Shan State Army-South
official has questioned whether
armed ethnic groups should sign
a nationwide ceasefire agree-
ment and proposed the immediate
launch of political dialogue.

Brigadier General Paung Khay
said the nationwide ceasefire,
which has been under negotiation
since mid-2013, was unnecessary
because armed ethnic groups al-
ready have bilateral ceasefires.

“We have already signed a cease-
fire agreement and think that po-
litical talks should begin at once.
We make this demand whenever
we meet with Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing,” he said.

A senior official from the Resto-
ration Council of Shan State (RCSS)
- the political wing of the SSA-
South - said collectively negotiat-
ing with other armed ethnic groups
was slowing down the process.

“Waiting to sign a nationwide
ceasefire agreement can lead to
disagreements among the ethnic
armed groups,” he said.

Representatives of the Shan
group said there was also a clear
lack of unity between the govern-
ment, parliament and military.

“We can see this because skir-
mishes erupted even though the
president agreed to a ceasefire,” the
senior official said. “It is clear that

the government does not have com-
plete power.”

Brig Gen Paung Khay also reject-
ed rumours that the SSA-South was
recruiting new soldiers, saying they
were in fact drug addicts being forced
into rehabilitation programs. He said
the rumours were spread by drug
dealers who “hate us because we are
running rehabilitation centres”

‘We have already
signed a ceasefire
agreement and
think that political
talks should begin
atonce’

Brigadier General Paung Khay
Shan State Army-South

Founded in 1996, the RCSS
signed a ceasefire with the govern-
ment in December 2011.

The RCSS is not a member of the
Nationwide Ceasefire Coordination
Team, which is negotiating with the
national ceasefire with the govern-
ment on behalf of 16 armed ethnic
groups. — Translation by Thiri Min
Htun
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Myanmar on November 21. Photo: AFP
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Catholic nuns in Yangon hold candles at a ceremony to mark the 500" anniversary of the arrival of the Catholic Church in

Catholics celebrate
milestone 1n Yangon

THOUSANDS of Myanmar Catholics
marked 500 years of the church’s pres-
ence inside the country in a lively cel-
ebration at a Yangon cathedral held
four years late because of religious
restrictions under the former military
government.

Believers, many wearing colourful
traditional dress from ethnic minori-
ties, released balloons and sang hymns
during three days of parades and ser-
vices that show a resurgence in confi-
dence for Catholicism after reforms
under a quasi-civilian regime.

“It is a day to say we are so proud
that the faith came here 500 years
ago,” Cardinal Oswald Gracias, the
Archbishop of Mumbai and the Pope’s
envoy, told congregants at a ceremony
at St Mary’s Cathedral to Kkick off the
festivities.

“Myanmar is so special to Pope
Francis because the Church is small,
because the Church has got challenges,
because the Church has got a great fu-
ture,” he added.

Portuguese traders are thought to
have brought Catholicism to Myanmar
in 1510 as they looked to extend their
missionary reach from their Indian set-
tlement in Goa.

But the church said its celebrations
could not be held in 2010 because of re-
strictions on religious freedoms under
the former military government.

“Since the political situations in My-
anmar are developing now and there
are many upcoming religious freedoms
in the country we feel that it is a privi-
lege to celebrate the great Jubilee in
2014, Father Leo Mang was quoted as
saying in an English-language release

on the church website.

There are some 500,000 Catholics
in Myanmar - around 1 percent of its
514 million people - and Christians are
thought to make up about 4pc of the
country’s population.

The Catholic Church has been in-
creasingly vocal in recent months, par-
ticularly in urging religious tolerance
following several waves of anti-Muslim
violence.

Festivities around the 500-year an-
niversary ran through to November 23,
with multi-faith readings and a parade
at a football stadium held on the final
day.

“The 500" anniversary is a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity for us,” said Xa-
vier, who gave only one name. “I am so
happy to see people from all over the
country” - AFP

Remote-area students to get
priority at technology schools

PYAE THET PHYO
THIRI HTIN ZAW
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

A SCHEME has been announced to help
poor students from remote areas of the
country access higher education in sci-
entific, technical and medical fields, a
press conference heard last week. Minis-
ter for Science and Technology U Ko Ko
Oo announced on November 19 that six
universities would allot up to 3 percent
of their places to distance-learning stu-
dents with lower grades.

The six universities are Yangon
Technological University, Mandalay
Technological University, University of
Computer Studies (Yangon), Univer-
sity of Computer Studies (Mandalay),

Technological University (Yadanar-
pon City) and Myanmar Aerospace
Engineering University. An existing
program is already in place at medical
universities.

Students from the remote Naga,
Danu, Palaung, Kokang and Wa re-
gions, as well as those in receipt of al-
lowances from their local authorities
or who face transportation and social
difficulties, will be eligible.

“The University of Medicine will al-
lot 3pc of places as usual. We also want
to encourage engineering students to
help develop their respective regions,
and will pay double salary in those re-
gions,” the minister said.

U Ko Ko Oo said he would co-
ordinate with the governments of

self-administered zones to implement
the plan. “Admission to university
will now be open to people who con-
tribute to their region and who have
passed the matriculation exams there
and are recommended by that region-
al authorities,” he said.

Deputy Minister U Aung Kyaw
Myat said states and regions would be
invited to recommend students from
their self-administered regions who
had failed the matriculation exams
but should be considered for further
study.

Once admitted to university, the
students must then pass the necessary
exams to pursue their studies in subse-
quent years, he said.

- Translation by Khant Lin Oo

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that KABUSHIKIKAISHA BARUDAN of 20
aza-Tsukagoshi, ohaza-Jyosuiji, Ichinomiya-shi, Aichi-ken, Japan
is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following trademark: -

Baxundaw

(Reg: No.1V/594/1993,1V/6281/2002 & I1V/11669/2014)

in respect of:- “Industrial sewing machines; embroidery machines;
tape readers and punching machines, all for use with embroidery
machines; sequin setting machines; rhinestone setting machines;
hemming machines; cutting machines for cloth; pleat processing
machines; parts and fittings for all the aforesaid goods” - Int’] Class: 7

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for KABUSHIKIKAISHA BARUDAN
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 1% December, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that RE/MAX, LLC a company organized
under the laws of Delaware, United States and having its principal
office at 5075 S. Syracuse Street, Denver, Colorado 80237,
United States is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following

trademarks:-
RE/MAX

(Reg: No. IV/12437/2014)

REMIY

(Reg: NoIV/12438/2014)

The above two trademarks are in respect of :-

“Franchising, namely consultation and assistance in business
management, organization and promotion; franchising, namely,
offering technical assistance in the establishment and/or operation
of real estate brokerage offices; real estate advertising services;
arranging and conducting trade shows in the field of real estate
and real estate franchise services; moving and relocation services,
namely planning and implementing moves of homes and offices;
providing consumer information in the field of real estate; real
estate marketing services, namely, on-line services featuring tours
of residential and commercial real estate; real estate networking
referral services, namely, promoting the goods and services of
others by passing business leads and referrals; real estate auctions;
providing business management and organization assistance to
others in the establishment and operation of a real estate brokerage
agency, namely, rendering technical aid and assistance. ” Class 35
“Real estate brokerage; real estate agencies; agencies or brokerage
for renting of property; real estate valuation services; real estate
consultancy; providing real estate listings and real estate information
via the Internet; real estate management; providing information in
the field of real estate via the Internet; insurance brokerage; real estate
brokerage services; providing information in the field of real estate
from a website via global computer networks.” Class 36:

(Reg: No. 1V/12439/2014)
in respect of: - “Franchising, namely, offering technical assistance in
the establishment and/or operation of real estate brokerage offices;
real estate auctions.” Class 35:
“Real estate brokerage; real estate agencies; agencies or brokerage
for renting of land and buildings; real estate valuation services; real
estate consultancy; real estate management.” Class 36:

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for RE/MAX, LLC
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 1% December, 2014
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IN DEPTH

An afternoon with the president

Obama’s visit made the news, but it also made memories for those who were lucky enough to meet the US head of state

EN I heard US Presi-
dent Barack Obama
would be coming to
Myanmar in Novem-
ber, I thought it would

be wonderful to meet him, but I didn’t
think it would really happen. Sure, my
press credentials might get me closer
than those lining the streets of Yan-
gon, hoping for a glimpse of a passing
presidential motorcade. But for me, as
for most of the country, it was most
likely that Mr Obama would remain
a face on TV, watched from home or
from the teashop.

Then, six days before Mr Obama’s
arrival in Yangon, I received an email
from the American embassy. It was an
invitation to the president’s address
to members of the Young Southeast
Asian Leaders, an initiative he started
in 2013 to foster interaction, devel-
opment and opportunities among
ASEAN youth.

While Ulysses S Grant (1879), Her-
bert Hoover (1905) and Richard Nixon
(1953) all visited Myanmar, they did so
either before or after office, and none
had the global rock-star appeal com-
manded by the current commander-
in-chief. His first stopover, in 2012,
made history, and I was thrilled to be
getting the chance to see him on his
second.

I promptly went to the American
Center as instructed to pick up my
white entrance card. It granted en-
try for one person to the university’s
Diamond Jubilee Hall between 1:30pm
and 3pm on Friday, November 14. It
also instructed guests to wear national
dress; not to bring large bags; not to
carry any sharp objects; and not to
carry water bottles. Cameras, however,
were allowed.

News of Mr Obama’s arrival in Nay
Pyi Taw around 7:30pm on November
12 spread like wildfire on social media,
but that only spurred my impatience.
By Friday morning, with hours to go, I
was at home anxiously following cov-
erage of his tour of the Secretariat and
the press conference at Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s home.

Some people online were arguing
about how U Thant Myint-U - the her-
itage expert and author who served as
Mr Obama’s guide at the Secretariat -
had chosen to pair a Myanmar jacket
with shoes. People only care about
external appearances, I thought; they
should be thinking about more impor-
tant issues.

And with that, it was time to get
under way. I left home early, not want-
ing to have Yangon’s nefarious traffic
jams deny my big chance to see the
president in person. Turning off Pyay
Road and entering the university cam-
pus, however, I saw many young peo-
ple, even more eager than me, queu-
ing in front of the entrance - the line
stretched nearly to the University of
Medicine building. Others, unable to
enter but hoping to see him going in,
lined the roads outside.

Yangon University was closed for
years, I thought, but once again Mr
Obama’s presence had brought it back
to life.

After half an hour I was able to
enter the compound through the se-
curity gate, then immediately had to
queue again, this time with those wait-
ing to enter the hall. Unseasonably, a
thin drizzle was falling, but it seemed
to speed up the security check - fortu-
nate, since umbrellas came under the
proscribed pointed object category.

The entrance card said we should
be ready to submit to airport-style
checks but it seemed less strict than
that. Americans were handling eve-
rything, from security to ushering,
and I was told that those with green
wristbands should sit on the benches
in the corner, while those with white
cards - like me - should go to the seats

EIEITOE
LWIN
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in the middle of the hall in the front
row. I got a seat in the third row, took
a breath and looked around.

“Warmly Welcome US President
Barack Obama!” was written in white
letters on a brown board behind the
stage. The acronym of the Young
Southeast Asia Leaders Initiative
(YSEALI) was stuck on the wooden
posts on either side of the stage, and
the flags of Myanmar and the US hung
together.

We'd been told to arrive before
3pm, but most of the audience - youth
from Myanmar and other ASEAN na-
tions - had arrived before 2:30pm.
Armed with handsets, phones or tab-
lets, they passed the time taking self-
ies or photos of each other to record
the moment, and their smiles lingered
even after the photos were taken.

At 3pm, Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Myint Swe and officials from
the regional government and parlia-
ment entered the hall. Unlike other
events, they were not ushered to the
front row, where youth leaders were
sitting, but rather to the second row. It
was clear who this event was for.

At 3:30pm the spotlights came on.
The president arrived about 15 min-
utes later - I remember checking my
watch - and greeted everyone. “Myan-
mar lu nge, mingalabar” (young peo-
ple of Myanmar, greetings), he said,
bringing the crowd to their feet.

Despite having zipped from the US
to Yangon via China and Nay Pyi Taw,
he didn’t look tired. Every gesture was
lively - a vivid contrast to the poker-
faced officials, who stand still and
seem to speak only out of a sense of
obligation, that Myanmar journalists
are so used to. Though not an actor,
he looked as handsome in person as

he does on-screen, with his light blue
shirt, dark suit and dark blue neck tie
all matching perfectly.

“It’s wonderful to be back in My-
anmar;” he said, inviting us to sit once
more. Then, seeing some signs to his left
saying “Reform is Fake” and “Change”,
he said, “Oh, we got some signs.” But he
told the students they could put them
away, because this was a town-hall-
style meeting and they could talk to
him directly after his address.

In a 10-minute speech about US
policy for establishing deeper ties with
Southeast Asia, Mr Obama said work-
ing with young people was a priority,
which was why in 2013 he had start-
ed the YSEALI program, which now
counts over 10,000 members.

“Whenever I travel the world, from
Europe to Africa, South America to
Southeast Asia, one of the things I
most enjoy doing is meeting young
men and women like you,” he said. “It’s
more fun than being in a conference
room. And it’s also more important
- because you are the young leaders
who will determine the future of this
country and this region.”

He also talked about youth and re-
form, in Myanmar today and in Ameri-
can history, saying change won’t hap-
pen overnight but requires discipline,
persistence and faith.

One burst of applause came when
he used the Myanmar saying “ngote mi
the daing, tet naing phyar yauk” (dive
until you reach the sand, climb until
you reach the top), then asked the peo-
ple’s help to “tet naing phyar yauk’.

“I expect many of you will take up
the mantle of reform from student ac-
tivists like Aung San Suu Kyi and Min
Ko Naing; take your rightful place as
leaders in a stable and prosperous and
progressive Southeast Asia. And as
you do, I promise you will have no bet-
ter friend and partner than the United
States of America.”

He then took his jacket off and
invited questions from the audience.
Hands shot up, but first he had some-
thing else to add.

“Now, the one thing I'm going to do
is I'm going to go boy, girl, boy, girl,
to make sure that it’s fair, because one
thing I didn’t say in my initial speech
is societies that are most successful
also treat their women and girls with
respect. Otherwise, they won’t be suc-
cessful.”

There were eight questions, in
English, so there wasn’t much time.
But the conversation covered a lot of
ground: trust-building between faiths
in Rakhine State; ASEAN integra-
tion; priorities during the democratic
transition; US technical assistance to
Myanmar; citizenship; educational re-
forms; and climate change. One of the

Every gesture was
lively - a vivid
contrast to the
poker-faced officials,
who stand still

and seem to speak
only out of a sense

of obligation, that
Myanmar journalists
are used to.

most surprising questions, for him,
seemed to be what he would focus on
first if he were president of Myanmar.

“You’re always popular in someone
else’s country,” he said, recovering af-
ter a moment’s pause. “When you’re in
your own country, everybody is com-
plaining.”

Then he responded. “Number one,
there needs to be an election next year.
It shouldn’t be delayed. Number two,
there should be constitutional amend-
ments that ensure a transition over

time to a fully civilian government.
Number three, there needs to be laws
put in place to protect freedom of the
press, freedom of expression, freedom
to politically organise.”

It was nearly 5pm when he finished
answering the last question. Before
leaving, he encouraged the audience
to work toward better futures. “I hope
all of you dream big and then work
hard to achieve those dreams.”

Then, to the excitement of everyone
in the place - and the dread, no doubt,
of the burly Secret Service agents sta-
tioned at the four corners of the stage
- he stepped forward to shake hands.

As I tried to push my way forward,
a rather large security man looked
at the smart phone in my hand and
told me not to photograph the presi-
dent. But all the guards in the world
couldn’t have stopped those further
back from snapping some pictures of
Mr Obama and their peers. And in
some of those pictures, somewhere,
there might be a picture of the presi-
dent shaking my hand.

It wasn’t as inspiring an exchange
as his words from the stage. He said,
“Hey, how’s it going?” and I replied,
“It’s okay.” But I gave a firm shake in
return, feeling glad I wasn’t stuck at
the back, like those who were shouting
“please come here” over my shoulder.

After the motorcade departed and
the guards let us leave the venue, 1
hailed my own taxi for the long ride
home. The driver said that many roads
had been blocked that day, and that
“because of Obama” he hadn’t earned
enough money to pay the rental fee to
the vehicle’s owner.

“I don’t know whether anything in
the country will change because of his
visit,” he added. “I don’t think so. I'm
sure things will continue the same as
before”

I didn’t reply. I was too busy think-
ing quietly about what Mr Obama had
said to the lucky few of us who saw
him in person earlier that day.

- Translation by Thirt Min Htun
and Zar Zar Soe
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Hopes for peace as thousands

celebrate Shan New Year in Taunggyi

“May all negativity and difficulties come to
an end this year. May we have the strength
to overcome the past year’s failures. May we
keep our traditional culture alive and raise our
nationality.”

At the end of the invocation, the crowd
of revellers at Taunggyi’s festival grounds
let out a loud cheer. They had gathered to
welcome Shan New Year 2109, which this
year arrived on November 22.

The occasion was marked with a festival on
New Year’s Eve that included traditional Shan
Kinnaya and Toe Na Yar dances, Shan long
drum music, and fashion shows highlighting
traditional Shan costumes. The performances
were held on two stages that had been set up
on the field.

The New Year officially arrived at midnight
on November 21. As most festivalgoers
counted down the minutes, others began
inflating fire balloons, struggling against the
strong wind to keep the balloons in place
until the moment arrived.

At 12am on the dot, the fire balloons
were released and fireworks were launched,
setting the sky ablaze with a spectacular
display of light. The thousands of Shan who
had gathered started cheering, singing and
dancing to welcome 2109, designated as the
Year of Goat on the Shan calendar,

Sai Awng Hsan, vice president of Shan
New Year celebrating committee, said Shan

people “believe they were on earth before the
Buddha”.

“The symbols of the Shan are the Kinnari
and Kinnara, mythical creatures of grace and
beauty who welcomed the Buddha with a
dance when he returned to the abode of the
humans after spending the Lenten season in
the celestial abode preaching to his mother,”
he said.

Colonel Sai La, secretary 2 of the Shan
State Army South, said that because of the
changing political situation in Myanmar, it has
only been in the past couple of years that the
Shan have been able to hold large gatherings to
celebrate their New Year.

He said the main purpose of the festival is
to gather Shan people from around the world.

“During the New Year celebration, all kinds
of Shan ethnics can gather,” he said.

“| think this gathering can reduce some
conflicts between us. Only peace can solve
the political problems we face now, and we
hope to achieve the political framework that we
all expect from political dialogue following the
nationwide ceasefire.”

The festival also included an academic
seminar during which 33 lectures on various
aspects of Shan culture were delivered.

— Chit Su

Photos: Yu Yu (2, 3, 4, 6)
and Si Thu Lwin (1, 5)
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A float bearing members of the Myoma music troupe tours Mandalay on November 20 to promote events to mark the
centenary of the birth of Bogyoke Aung San. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Bogyoke Aung San birthday bash planned

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

GRAND festivities are planned in
Mandalay to mark the centenary of
the birth of Myanmar’s father of in-
dependence, Bogyoke Aung San, on

February 13, 2015.

Members of an organising
committee set up to oversee the
event say it will include an alms-
offering ceremony, literary talks,
music performances and cultural
competitions.

They are also planning to set up
a Bogyoke Aung San statue next year
to celebrate the anniversary.

Among the performers partici-
pating in the festivities will be the
Myoma music troupe, which was es-
tablished about 90 years ago.

Regional green
growth centre to
open this week

AYE SAPAY
PHYU
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NORWEGIAN royalty will visit Yan-
gon this week for the opening of
the Center of Excellence for Green-
ing (CoE-G), which will also house
the ASEAN Institute for Green
Economy.

The centre aims to promote the
use of green technologies and prac-
tices through both demonstrations
and training and is based on the cam-
pus of the Myanmar Scientific and
Technological Research Department
(MSTRD) in Yangon.

The centre is mostly funded by the
Norwegian government, and the coun-
try’s king, Harald V, and queen, Sonja,
are scheduled to attend the opening
ceremony on December 2.

U Nay Htun, one of the centre’s
steering committee members, told The

Myanmar Times that the centre will
promote the greening of buildings, ag-
riculture, industry, transportation and
other sectors through demonstrations
and training.

The centre’s two buildings are ex-
amples of how green technology can
be used in construction, and feature
smart glass that can be tinted when
it is sunny to regulate the amount of
heat and light entering the building,
solar-powered LED lights, and har-
vested rainwater. Three more build-
ings are due to open in the future, with
the CoE-G to cover 3.3 acres of the 33-
acre department site.

“We will demonstrate conserving
water, electricity, materials and every-
thing,” U Nay Htun said.

While the MSTRD is controlled by
the Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy, the CoE-G will be both not-for-
profit and non-political.

It will also house the ASEAN In-
stitute for Green Economy, which
was inaugurated on November 12,
during the 25" ASEAN Summit in
Nay Pyi Taw.

IN BRIEF

New hospital wing to open

at Mandalay General

A new 10-storey building will open at
Mandalay General Hospital in January
to cater to up to 500 additional patients.

The building will include patient
rooms, diagnostic and specialist facili-
ties, parking and restaurants, said U
Min Lwin, a public relations officer at
the hospital.

Work began in 2013 and is 90 per-
cent complete. The construction cost
is estimated at K3 billion (US$2.88
million) and was covered by public
donations, while the government
will fit out the building with medical
equipment.

“We expect to open the new hospital
in January,” he said.

When the new wing opens the hospi-
tal will have about 1500 beds.

- Maung Zaw,
translation by Khant Lin Oo

Council aims to fill data gaps

on disabled population

The Myanmar Council of People with
Disabilities is preparing a survey to
gather data on disabled people so
their needs can be better met by
both the government and charities,
members said.

Council secretary U Zaw Htwe Oo
said the survey also aimed to develop
an accurate estimate for the number
of people with a disability living in
Myanmar.

“We do not have specific research
on numbers of the blind, deaf or
physically disabled in the country.
The government and NGOs have
different kinds of estimates and we
hope the council can provide a more
accurate figure,” he said.

The council was established in
June with support from the Ministry
of Social Welfare and is lobbying for
the introduction of a national law for
people with disabilities. U Zaw Htwe
Oo said the data from the survey
would assist with the drafting of the
bill.

According to the National Dis-
ability Survey conducted by the UN
Development Programme in 2009,
Myanmar has a disability prevalence
of 2.32 percent, or about 1.19 million
people.

- Cherry Thein
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Democratic armies:
How security reform
supports peace

AUNG
NAING 00

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

THE week I returned home from
exile in 2012 I bumped into an old
friend - a former Bush political ap-
pointee - on a busy road in Yangon.
He was in town to assess the secu-
rity situation in Myanmar and over
coffee we talked about the country’s
future and its security sector.

In the course of the conversa-
tion, he complained to me that he
could not use the term “security
sector reform” in meetings because
it was considered too sensitive. Like
“federalism’, it was deemed entirely
taboo at the time. In the case of SSR,
it was not only sensitive but also
previously unheard of in Myanmar.

As a result of the winds of
change that have swept through
Myanmar, SSR is no longer taboo;
indeed, it is now firmly on the dis-
cussion agenda.

Of late I have heard of several
workshops and lectures on the sub-
ject in Nay Pyi Taw alone. Both Asian
and Western think-tanks and SSR
experts have been involved in these
discussions. On the Myanmar side,
security personnel have taken part.

This is heartening, as it is criti-
cal for Myanmar to strengthen its
security sector in ways that are com-
patible with the democratic reforms
and peacemaking efforts.

But first: What is the security
sector and SSR? How are these
related to peace and security?

The security sector is a country’s
defense apparatus, including its
armed forces, budget, procure-
ment, operations and intelligence
branches. It is the police force and
its branches and operations. The
security sector also includes the
judiciary and correction services.

In the case of Myanmar, the
security sector involves not only gov-
ernment security agencies, such as
the Tatmadaw and police, but also
all non-state armed groups and their
related security wings.

Several variants on the term
SSR are used around the world. In
Europe, it is predominantly known
as SSR. In the US, security sector
development is more common. In
ASEAN, SSR is considered part of
security sector governance, which
goes beyond the technical aspects
of SSR. SSR generally refers to a
process of reforming, rebuilding
or developing a nation’s security
sector in accordance with the needs
and/or context of that nation. The
aim is to provide the nation and its
people with effective, affordable and
efficient security in an accountable
and transparent manner according
to democratic norms.

The US government in 2012
defined it as “the set of policies,
plans, programs, and activities
that a government undertakes to
improve the way it provides safety,
security, and justice. The overall
objective is to provide these services
in a way that promotes an effective
and legitimate public service that is
transparent, accountable to civilian
authority, and responsive to the
needs of the public”

But why would we potentially
need to reform, rebuild or develop
the security sector?

According to the SSR course
I attended at the United States
Institute of Peace, or USIP, this
reform is essential because “effective
and democratic security forces are
central to national and international
security goals™

It is because they can “stabi-
lise conflict environments, enable
post-conflict peacebuilding and
statebuilding, assist in transi-
tion from authoritarian system of
governance to that of democracy,
manage domestic and transnational
security threats and enhance safety
and security for the public”

SSR is primarily aimed at pre-
venting the use of security institu-
tions by individuals or groups to
further their interests. By reforming
the security sector, it is hoped to
curb human rights abuses common-
ly associated with security forces.

The Folke Bernadotte Academy
in Sweden where I was trained on
SSR considers it integral for human
security. It points out that a miscon-
structed security sector can be a key
obstacle to sustainable development,
democracy and peace. In this case, it
would require reform.

SSR is essentially aimed at
strengthening civilian management
and democratic accountability of
the security apparatus. But a nation
uses a wide range of policy initia-
tives and instruments to prevent or
address security threats that affect
the well-being of a nation’s citizens,
and SSR is not a standalone reform.

It is linked with other post-
conflict stabilisation factors such
as disarmament, demobilisation
and reintegration (DDR) of armed
combatants. Its success depends on
how well post-conflict issues, such
as reconstruction and rehabilitation,
development, poverty reduction and
promoting rule of law are empha-
sised. SSR is also used as a tool to
prevent relapse into conflict.

In the words of the UN, SSR in
a transitional nation like Myanmar
can be aimed at introducing “the
principles of democratic govern-
ance to the security sector” The
objective is to create public trust in
security institutions. But Myanmar
faces many challenges to achieving
this. On the one hand, the effects
of decades of military rule have lin-
gered in the form of the continued
dominance of military in Myanmar
and ethnic politics and military
prerogatives. In addition, the nation
may lack financial resources for
security sector reform.

On the other hand, however, My-
anmar has many fragmented militias
who will pose a major threat to se-
curity reform. The country has also
faced sectarian violence associated
with the democratic liberalisation.

Given the conflict situation in
Myanmar, SSR can be a tool to
reduce the war economy and its
negative effects, while strengthening
legitimate economic activity.

In all, SSR is a substantive is-
sue that needs to be addressed in
Myanmar’s peace process. It is an
inherently political process. Even
if Myanmar is not yet ready for a
holistic approach to this security is-
sue, it is positive that it is no longer
taboo. This certainly bodes well for
Myanmar’s peace process.

Aung Naing Oo is associate director
of the Peace Dialogue Program at the
Myanmar Peace Center.The opinions
expressed here are his own.

Indonesia’s new presi
an Ispiring example
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F there is one person President U

Thein Sein and Daw Aung San Suu

Kyi could gain most from studying

between now and next year’s gen-

eral election, it is Indonesia’s new
president, Joko Widodo.

If Jokowi, as he is universally
known, succeeds in maintaining his
nation’s stability and leads it to greater
and more equitable economic well-
being, he would be an ideal example to
follow in comparably diverse Myanmar.

For, like this country, Indonesia also
has tremendous ethnic and religious
diversity - from the Melanesians of
Papua to the Hindus of Bali, and from
Sulawesi’s Torajaland animists to the
devout Islamists of Aceh.

It is the only other nation in the
region that faces the same seemingly
intractable issues as Myanmar regard-
ing its many widely disparate and frac-
tious minorities, all demanding greater
rights from the centre.

Unlike Nay Pyi Taw, however,
Jakarta has already taken decisive
action and granted all its 34 provinces
substantial control over their own
affairs, and in the case of Aceh almost
full autonomy.

Rather than threaten the country’s
territorial integrity, this devolution
of power to the provinces has helped
cement Indonesia’s many different
ethnic, linguistic and religious peoples
into a strong unitary nation.

It is a national cohesiveness that
Jokowi now clearly wants to further
consolidate and upgrade, as shown by
his amazing outreach to minorities,
including Chinese, Melanesians, Chris-
tians and women.

It is a salutary lesson to the likes of
Myanmar, where the absolute minimal
inclusion of women and non-Buddhists
and other minorities in the cabinet
is scandalous. Certainly, the govern-
ment that comes to power in Nay Pyi
Taw after next year’s elections should
consider emulating Jokowi’s example.
In the meantime, it must be hoped
that his bold policies are not derailed
by domestic opponents and religious
extremists.

So far, the omens are relatively
positive; perhaps too positive, in the
sense that he is carrying the weight of
exceedingly high expectations.

In that regard, Jokowi is often
compared to United States President
Barack Obama, who also rose meteori-
cally from a low-profile background to
the nation’s highest office.

For Obama, the extravagant hopes
and expectations were impossible
for any man to realise. As the recent
congressional elections have shown,
his failure has disillusioned many
Americans. That could be Jokowi’s fate
if he is not careful. Frankly, though,
the comparisons with Obama do not
really extend much beyond their initial
sudden rise to power. In truth, they are
two quite different men.

On his better days, the American
president can be sleekly charismatic
and deliver a decent, though rarely

Photo: AFP

Indonesian President Joko Widodo (right) congratulates Jakarta’s new governor, Basuki

memorable, speech. However, he is not
socially gregarious and has few close
friends in Washington.

In contrast, Jokowi is no orator,
preferring instead just to say just a few
simple words, but he is a man of the
people who is charismatic in his own
natural, self-effacing way.

Perhaps no recent incident more
clearly indicates Jokowi’s distinctive
character and how profoundly differ-
ent it is from that of the region’s other
leaders than his visit to Singapore two
weeks ago. He went for his youngest
son’s graduation from the Anglo-
Chinese School, but he did not fly in a
private jet as other leaders do; instead
he bought his own economy-class
ticket on a regular scheduled airline.

It was perhaps not unexpected,
given that Jokowi hails from a modest
small-town background - he worked
in the family furniture business before
entering politics - and is discomforted
by privileged first-class treatment.

Furthermore, since one of his
signature goals is to fight corruption, it
would seem contradictory if he availed
himself of the glittery trappings of the
rich and famous.

The fact is that Jokowi is a simple
man in the best sense of the word: He
dresses simply, he does not play golf
- though he likes his guitar - and he
accepts that if he screws up he’ll soon
be gone and forgotten.

Thankfully, although it is early days
in his presidency, he has been doing
pretty well, especially in forming his
cabinet. He’s put top technocrats in key
ministries like finance and education,
and appointed the most women min-
isters in Indonesian history - there are
eight, compared to two in Malaysia and
Myanmar and one in Singapore.

Unfortunately, after contesting the
election as a member of the Indonesian
Democratic Party of Struggle, which
is still controlled by former President
Megawati Sukarnoputri, he had to
reward some of her loyalists.

So former General Ryamizard
Ryacudu, a man tainted by allegations
of human rights abuses in Aceh and
Papua, got the defence portfolio, while
Megawati’s inexperienced daughter
Puan Maharani also got a cabinet seat.

Jokowi has shown
great strength of
character in pushing
back against any
signs of racial or
religious bigotry.

Such flaws aside, Jokowi has shown
great strength of character in pushing
back against any signs of racial or reli-
gious bigotry - and that is something
many leaders in Myanmar and across
the region fail to do.

It is best exemplified by his close
ally, Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, who was
his running mate in 2012 when Jokowi
was elected governor of Jakarta - a
city of more than 10 million, nearly all
ethnic Malay Muslims.

Basuki, better known as Ahok, be-
longs to a group that makes up about 1
percent of Indonesia’s population: He
is Chinese and Christian.

Of course, despite his competence
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and solid track record, Islamic hardlin-
ers opposed Ahok. But Jokowi stuck

by him - and still does now that he is
president and Ahok has moved into the
governor’s office.

That takes some doing. It is like
President U Thein Sein or Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi choosing a Rakhine Mus-
lim or a Kachin Christian as a running

Tjahaja Purnama (left), also known as Ahok, after he was sworn in on November 19.

mate in next year’s election. It would
not happen; they do not have Jokowi’s
spine.

Yet it is another reason why they
could well reap valuable lessons from
continuing to observe his astonishing
performance over the coming year.

Why, it might even help them win
the election.

Is the USDP inciting conflict?

SITHU AUNG
MYINT

newsroom@mmtimes.com

AT a press conference on November
18 in Nay Pyi Taw, Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann
gave his opinion on the amendment
to section 436 of the constitution
proposed by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and her party, the National League
for Democracy.

‘What did he say about section
436, which has already resulted
in heightened tension between
the NLD and military? How has
the NLD proposed amending the
section, and how has the military
responded? And what is Thura U
Shwe Mann and his Union Solidar-
ity and Development Party (USDP)
trying to gain from the issue?

On that day, Thura U Shwe
Mann noted that military repre-
sentatives have “constantly resisted”
changing section 436.

“But this is just their part.

Our MPs believe that section 436

is fundamental in the process of
amending the constitution. There

is still no definite sign that we can
succeed or fail” in amending section
436, he said.

“But I would like to say that the
success of the amendment proposal
depends on the military, led by the
commander-in-chief of the Defence
Services, and the government, led
by the president, who actually has
some influence over the military.”

Section 436 stipulates that
proposed amendments require the
approval of more than 75 percent of
all Pyidaungsu Hluttaw representa-
tives. In some cases, they also need
approval at a nationwide referen-
dum. This means that an amend-
ment cannot be approved without
some military support.

If we go further, section 436
means that even with the approval
of all military representatives,
amendments would still require
the support of two-thirds of elected

representatives.

This high barrier to constitu-
tional change is the reason why
the NLD conducted a nationwide
public campaign advocating change
to section 436, proposing instead
that the threshold be set at 50pc of
all representatives, or two-thirds
of elected representatives. It would
mean that amendments could be
approved without the support of the
military.

During the 436 campaign, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi said that she
wanted to send the military back
to the barracks without damaging
its dignity. The NLD, together with
the 88 Generation Peace and Open
Society, which cooperated on the
campaign, want the future of the
military to be in the hands of the
elected representatives. This is the
real issue under debate in
parliament.

It’s obvious that the commander-
in-chief and the military more
broadly cannot accept the NLD
demand. The military does not want
to be controlled by elected repre-
sentatives, and as a result its MPs
have bitterly resisted any change
to section 436 throughout the
amendment process in parliament.
Not only have they resisted giving
up control, but they have even
proposed amendments that would
give the military more of a role in
politics.

The military representatives have
also opposed removing section 59(f),

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann. Photo: AFP

which bars Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
from being elected president be-
cause her sons are British citizens.
In short, the military and the NLD
are facing off in the parliament
over the issue of amending the
constitution.

But while the military, which
holds 25pc of seats, and the NLD,
which holds only 7pc, are going
head-to-head, it’s important to also
consider the position of the Union
Solidarity and Development Party,
which controls 54pc of all seats.

Thura U Shwe Mann’s comments
give the impression that the com-
mander-in-chief and the president
have obstinately refused to change
section 436, while the USDP agrees
with the NLD.

But we shouldn’t take his words
at face value. They don’t mean that
the USDP either shares the NLD’s
view on constitutional reform or
supports its proposal to make it
easier to amend the constitution. In
fact, what he said at the November
18 press conference is simply not
true.

The USDP does not see eye-
to-eye with the NLD on the issue,
which raises the question of why
he said it. The only result has been
heightened tension between the
NLD and the military, and a worsen-
ing of relations between Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, the commander-in-
chief and the president.

Perhaps that was the point, after
all. - Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Finance law leaves bank questions

AYE THIDAR KYAW
ayethidarkyaw(@gmail.com

THE Central Bank of Myanmar is re-
ceiving too much power under the
recently completed draft Financial In-
stitution Law, according to parliamen-
tary officials.

The law aims to update the 1990 law
governing the financial sector, modern-
ising the statutes in areas such as re-
sponsibilities for bank oversight and
activities banks are allowed to pursue.

Another main reason for the new
law is to define the activities of the
Central Bank, which was under the
Ministry of Finance’s control until re-
ceiving independence in July 2013.

U Win Myint, secretary of parlia-
ment’s Banks and Monetary Affairs
Development Committee, said the
new draft law has already seen con-
tributions from international experts,
commercial bank officials and the par-
liamentary committee.

The result is a long and complicat-
ed law “that can be criticised on every
page”, he said.

“We’ve found the Central Bank has
taken the safe side too much, and is
too influential” in the draft, he said.

Although the law may meet in-
ternational standards, it is also too
complicated for local bankers to un-
derstand, U Win Myint added. The
nearly 300 page draft is slated to be
discussed in the upcoming parliamen-
tary session.

“Central Bank officials didn’t even
agree that the draft should be an-
nounced to the public, but we believe
the people need to know about it,” he
said. “Officials from the bill committee

decided it should be published in the
[state-owned] paper.”

The committee, which is chaired
by U Aung Thaung, a politician who
was recently blacklisted by the Unit-
ed States over claims he is working
against the ongoing government re-
form, has decided to discuss the mat-
ter extensively with the public, added
U Win Myint.

He said people are encouraged to
express their views on the bill to the
committee through phone calls or
faxes.

Central Bank deputy director gen-
eral U Win Thaw said the essence of
the law is to shore up the regulatory
framework and show that Myanmar’s
financial institutions are strong.

The Central Bank is open to review-
ing suggestions passed from the My-
anmar Bank Association or the public,
as evidenced by announcements in the
newspaper last week.

“International business groups tar-
geting Myanmar and local institutions
hope to read this law as soon as pos-
sible,” he said.

The law discusses the overall role
of foreign banks in Myanmar, but the
specific activities of the foreign banks
will be the subject of future regulation
from the Central Bank, he added. In
October, Myanmar awarded condi-
tional licences to nine foreign banks
to set up branches.

Commercial bankers said having a
solid banking law is important for the
sector’s development.

U Soe Thein, executive director of
Asia Green Development Bank, said
rules and regulations in the draft
would meet international standards.

‘While the new law is advanced and
includes the best current practices, it
will require some time for local banks
to familiarise themselves to the new
ways of doing business.

The new law has 180 sections, near-
ly double the 91 sections contained in
the old law. The new law will also re-
quire extensive follow-up notifications
and regulations to completely govern
the sector. It will also set out fines and
prison sentences for financial crimes.

U Soe Thein said there are two dif-
ferent views in drafting the law that
needed to be balanced.

Some officials have taken a con-
servative, relatively restrictive view,
while others are keen to tailor the law
to meet the country’s actual situation,
he said.

Much of the current law also gov-
erns the responsibilities of the Central
Bank, which U Soe Thein said may be
too large in the current draft. He add-
ed that many of the rules in the draft
could instead be included in follow-up
regulations to the Central Bank law.
The Central Bank law was released in
July 2013, though the follow-up regu-
lations have not been issued.

State-owner bankers said the draft
financial institutions law did not focus
on the state banks, meaning it is pos-
sible they will no longer be needed.

A Myanmar Economic Bank man-
ager based in Nay Pyi Taw said that he
is not yet clear on what will happen to
the bank.

“I'm not clear on this part just yet.
It’s likely we will need to apply for a
licence from the central bank to re-
organise or reform as a corporation -
but this is just tentative,” he said.
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MULLINS

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

FIRST Myanmar Investments in-
tends to be one of the first to list on
the Yangon Stock Exchange shortly
after it opens in 2015, according to
its chair Serge Pun.

The Myanmar public company
aims to increase its access to capital
to fund its project pipeline and has
signed an engagement letter with
Daiwa Securities of Japan to help it
prepare to list.

“The stock exchange will be a
watershed moment for the country;’
Mr Pun said in a speech at FMI’s an-
nual meeting on November 23.

First Myanmar Investments
(FMI) will be “one of the first com-
panies” to list on the exchange, he
added.

The Yangon exchange is planned
for late 2015, though questions sur-
round whether this is an achievable
timeline. However, several other
companies have announced inten-
tions to list, including Asia Green
Development Bank and Myanmar
Agri-Business Public Company.

Myanmar currently has over 100
public companies that are permitted
to sell shares on an over-the-counter
basis, though rules and oversight are
relatively lax, and the public compa-
nies themselves differ significantly
in quality.

Shell’s Malampaya offshore develop
and other international oil majors
Myanmar’s water, which may lead

FOR MORE SEE PAGE 30

FMI is one of the longest-run-
ning public companies in the coun-
try, having operated for 22 years. It
is involved in a range of businesses,
frequently collaborating with pri-
vate company SPA and Singapore-
listed Yoma Strategic Holdings, both
of which are also chaired by Mr Pun.

“There are a lot of exciting pro-
jects in the pipeline and we need to
raise capital for this to happen,” he
said during the speech.

Listing the company will likely
require revaluing assets, as many are

‘Where does FMI have a stake?

Aviation
FMI Air (FMI has a 50pc stake)

Financial Services
Yoma Bank (35.6pc, to increase to
51pc)

Real Estate

Myanmar Thilawa SEZ Hold-
ings (5pc), Thanlyin Estate De-
velopment (the Star City project
- 30pc), The Landmark Develop-
ment (slated for 10 to 20pc stake)

Healthcare
Pun Hlaing Hospitals (currently
35pc)

Other businesses

Myanmar Agri-Tech (coffee plan-
tation near Pathein), Shine Laun-
dry, Myanmar Parkson, Chindwin
Holdings (Balloons over Bagan),
and vehicles and farm equipment
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ment in the Philippines, as seen from the air. Shell
are close to beginning offshore exploration in
to the first deepwater production in the country.

ng on exchange

being held on the company books at
historical costs, he added.

FMI and Serge Pun are often as-
sociated with large-scale real estate
projects, such as the Star City pro-
ject, but the firm is branching out
into different areas.

Mr Pun said FMI plans to con-
centrate on four core businesses
going forward - financial services,
aviation, healthcare and real estate.
The company will participate in
businesses outside these areas, such
as agriculture, but often not as an
industry leader.

FMI will increase its share of
Yoma Bank from 35.6 percent at
present to 51pc, enough to give
it control of the financial institu-
tion. Yoma Bank has a tumultuous
history in Myanmar - it was one
of the leading banks in the coun-
try until the 2003 banking crisis.
While other banks failed, Yoma
survived, though it had a restricted
licence until August 2012, forcing
it out of many business areas and
requiring it to concentrate on do-
mestic remittances.

However, Mr Pun said now that
the bank has received its full licence,
it is continually upgrading, high-
lighting a financing agreement inked
with the International Finance Cor-
poration as indicating support of the
bank’s quality. He also unveiled new
branding for the bank, changing its
slogan to “The responsible bank”,

“It is our intention not to be the
largest bank in the country, but to be
the biggest SME bank in Myanmar;”
he said, adding the financial sector

is perhaps the most important part
of the economy.

“The banking sector is to the
economy as blood is to the body.”

Yoma Bank and Telenor are also
cooperating in mobile banking, Mr
Pun and Telenor Myanmar CEO Pet-
ter Furberg revealed in an exclusive
interview with The Myanmar Times
on November 19.

The aviation industry also has
lots of potential, according to Mr
Pun. Though the sector is increas-
ingly crowded, with a number of
airlines taking to the Myanmar skies
in recent years, the number of pas-
sengers is still small.

‘While Thai airlines flew 40.7 mil-
lion passengers in 2013, only 1.8 mil-
lion flew with Myanmar carriers. Mr
Pun said he predicts this ratio will
change, as more tourists and busi-
nesspeople fly in Mynamar.

FMI Air is planning to start fly-
ing its three Bombardier jets after
receiving the necessary accredita-
tion. It has been flying to Nay Pyi
Taw from Yangon, but also plans
to add Mandalay, Heho and Bagan,
along with other destinations.

Overall, FMI claimed revenues of
K3.6 billion (US$3.4 million) for the
2014 financial year, a 78pc increase
year-on-year. Net profits increased
to K3 billion, a 107pc increase on the
previous financial year.

The firm also conducted a private
placement of 2.75 million shares at
K10,000 a share, raising K27.5 bil-
lion for the company.

FOR MORE ON FMI’S PROPERTY
PLANS, SEE PAGE 36

25

PROPERTY 37

Real estate market
slows as end of the
year draws near

Euro

Thai Baht
US Dollar

Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar

Exchange Rates (November 28 close)

Currency

Buying  Selling
K1279 K1296
K307 K308
K793 K803
K31 K32
K1036 K1042

Rice volatility eats into market

SUPHYO WIN
suphyo1990@gmail.com
JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7@gmail.cm

TACKLING pervasive volatility in lo-
cal rice prices will require significant
structural changes to the way the mar-
ket works, according to a World Bank
report.

Domestic rice prices are more vola-
tile than in other countries, with low
prices following the November-Decem-
ber harvest usually significantly differ-
ent from highs seen generally the fur-
ther it gets from harvest time.

“Detecting and addressing harmful
price volatility as well as differentiating
it from anticipated price fluctuations is
not easy;” said the Myanmar: Rice vola-
tility reduction and poverty elimina-
tion report released last week.

The importance of rice as the staple
to Myanmar diets means fluctuations in
price has the potential to affect a wide
range of consumers - particularly the
poor, as rice likely accounts for 50 per-
cent of expenditures from the poorest
quarter of the population. It’s also the
second-largest exported commodity af-
ter beans and pulses.

Yet the domestic price is prone to
swinging significantly during the year.
During the last four years, the average
difference between the year’s maximum
and minimum prices is a factor of 1.29
- meaning US$1 worth of rice following
the harvests in November and Decem-
ber could cost up to $1.29 by August, for
instance.

Local businesspeople say it is diffi-
cult to plan for their business when the
price fluctuations so much.

“This affects retails shops,” said Daw
Nan Myint Myint Aye, owner of A Mae
Thar rice shop in Yangon’s Kyauktada

township. “Although the price for buy-
ing increases, we can’t increase the
price for selling at the same rate. So it
leads to less profit for us, and more for
speculators who are able to store rice.”

Shops count on drops in rice prices
to increase profits, though this “rarely
happens’; she said.

Volatility is nearly always higher in
exporting countries like Myanmar, as
well as Cambodia, Thailand and Viet-
nam, than it is in importing countries.
Still, most of the volatility is the result
of domestic challenges, according to the
report. It suggested volatility could be
lowered by raising productivity, spread-
ing production more evenly, improving
handling, process and storage, improv-
ing market transparency and encourag-
ing exports.

It also recommended avoiding exac-
erbating the situation through distor-
tive policy instruments, such as buffer
stocks and cash payment to farmers.

However, some rice market insiders
say they would like to see more govern-
ment intervention.

U Thein Aung, president of the
Freedom Farmers League, said extreme
volatility drives farmers to receive lower
profits and causes consumers to spend
too much on rice.

The government could create a floor
of $400 a tonne to provide some cer-
tainty to farmers, which would remove
the worst price dips and encourage
more production, he said.

“To handle the situation, I think the
government should determine a stable
rice price,” he said. “Another solution
might be to give more long-term loans
to farmers so they won't sell paddy at
low rates during the harvest, but can
store it to sell later”

The report also noted it is difficult
to determine exactly how much rice is
grown in Myanmar. The Ministry of Ag-
riculture and Irrigation said Myanmar
produced 31.5 million tonnes of paddy
in 2011-12, while the US Department of
Agriculture’s Foreign Agriculture Ser-
vice alternative estimated is about 17.9
million tonnes, or about half of official
estimates, the report added.
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Gaining garment growth

SU PHYO
WIN

suphyo1990@gmail.com

GARMENTS is the most promising
sector for foreign investment over
the next 10 years, particularly if an
effective strategy is drawn up and
executed, industry experts say.

Yet the sector is fiercely competi-
tive, and Myanmar faces competi-
tion from places like Bangladesh
and Cambodia that have extensive
experience in the business.

Obtaining a higher quantity and
more stable orders as well as higher
profits is an ongoing process, ac-
cording to members speaking at
the Myanmar Garment Manufac-
turers Association annual meeting
in Yangon.

The association is launching a
project management team to oper-
ate starting at the end of the year,
aiming to work with the govern-
ment to improve the industry, said
association president U Myint Soe.

“Although we did an estimated
US$1.5 billion worth of exports this
year, if our strategy works we could
have $10 billion in exports within 10
years,” he said.

The challenge, particularly for
the low-margin, high-volume cut-
make-trim garment production
that Myanmar specialises in, is to
provide a more compelling place to
set up a factory than its competi-
tors. Bangladesh for instance have
more than 200 million people and

Workers do their part to hit US$10 billion in exports in 10 years. Photo: AFP

$20 billion in exports - 20 times
Myanmar’s export volumes - but
also has its disadvantages. Some
investors are worrying the industry
has reached saturation in Bangla-
desh, which is also prone to man-
made and natural disasters.

There is an opportunity to take
the best practices from Bangladesh.

U Myint Soe said the garment
sector is also quite important as an
employment generator. It will re-
quire many workers as it expands,
potential providing millions of jobs.

With the preferential market ac-
cess offered by the European Union
and signs that the China market

may also be opening to imports, the
portents look strong for the sector.

“On average one factory a week
is opening, with up to 2000 workers.
And this trend will spread beyond
the outskirts of Yangon to the states
and regions,” said U Myint Soe.

However, the sector must over-
come significant hurdles if it is to
realise its potential.

Key constraints include the weak
banking system, taxes on imports
and exports, infrastructure and
training and techonology. These ar-
eas will need government support
and a comprehensive strategy to
overcome, said U Myint Soe.

Factoring inflation
into minimum wage
proves to be difficult

NYAN LYNN AUNG
29.nyanlynnaungldgmail.com

RISING and volatile consumer prices
are complicating efforts to establish a
minimum wage, a source of tension be-
tween garment factories and workers.

The relatively high domestic infla-
tion rates - pegged at 6.6 percent in
2014 by the Asian Development Bank
- and country wide differences in living
costs and data collection are complicat-
ing a possible minimum wage, garment
industry insiders say.

Myanmar passed a minimum wage
law in March 2013. It was meant to be
followed up by a permanent minimum
wage to be decided on a state or region
basis, though so far the wage rates have
not been released.

Government officials say there are
significant challenges getting the infor-
mation that is required to set the wages.

U Thein Win, director at the Minis-
try of Labour, said obtaining the neces-
sary survey data for all the states and
regions that are need to determine an
effective wage is proving difficult.

“There are no signs of progress due
to the current lack of detailed data,” he
said.

Uncertainty over inflation, which
can vary significantly in the different
states and regions at different times,
means it is difficult to make long and
even short-term plans for wages, said U
Zaw Oo, Centre of Economic and Social
Development executive director.

Labour activists say workers are
suffering as their effective purchasing
power decreases.

Daw Ei Shwe Zin Nyunt, communi-
cations coordinator of Labour Rights
Defenders and Promoters, said it’s not
just the minimum wage that needs to
be controlled but also consumer pric-
es, or the minimum wage risks being
unproductive.

“The government needs to ensure
consumer prices don’t rise too much,’
she said.

Ko Tun Tun Naing, a member of
the Cooperative Committee for Trade
Unions, said that unless rising prices
are brought under control, a minimum
wage will have little effect and labour
demonstrations will continue.

However, garment factory owners
are concerned they may end up having
to increase their costs too much with a
minimum wage.

Insiders like U Aye Tun, managing
director of Aung Thein Than, which in-
cludes a garment component, and Daw
‘Win Ei Khin, executive director of May-
bel garment factory, said that firm could
not afford to pay too much in wages, as
domestic productivity is still low and
companies are having difficulty increas-
ing orders overseas.

Myanmar garment factories special-
ise primarily in low-end cut-make-trim
production, a particularly price-sen-
sitive area of the market with strong
established competitors in the region,
like Bangladesh and Cambodia.
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Stock exchange to find a home
in former Myawaddy Bank HQ

SHWEGU
THITSAR

khaingsabainyein@gmail.com

THE former headquarters of the
Myawaddy Bank will be the loca-
tion of the Yangon Stock Exchange
when it opens next year, accord-
ing to deputy finance minister U
Maung Maung Thein.

Renovation work on the old
Myawaddy building on Sule Pa-
goda Road near Merchant Street is
projected to be completed in June
or July 2015, in time for an open-
ing of the exchange at the end of
2015, he said.

The government has also begun
assigning staff from various minis-
tries and the Auditor General’s Of-
fice to join the committee that is
drafting the rules and regulations
to launch an exchange. The draft
rules were finalised last week, and
more details will be released in
December.

“Stock exchanges have been
created in countries without the
right rules, but people often faced
crises,” he said. “But we want our
stock exchange to be secure.”

U Maung Maung Thein said he
has met with the committee in-
volved with drafting the rules last
week, adding they are receiving
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The Myawaddy Bank
building is the future
home of the Yangon
Stock Exchange.
Photo: Naing Win Tun

support from the Japanese gov-
ernment slated for the end of the
month.

The Ministry of Finance and
Revenue also plans to conduct pub-
lic events designed to raise public
awareness of an exchange in De-
cember and January. It aims to hold
the events in Yangon, as well as
possibly in Pathein in Ayeyarwady

Region and Taunggyi in Shan State.

The ministry also still needs
to nominate companies to be in-
volved in setting up the exchange
itself, and has received proposals
from about 10 international firms,
he said.

Officials have previously dis-
cussed the possibility of listing
state-owned enterpises on the

stock exchange, while at Ileast
three private companies have also
declared their intention to list
eventually.

The government has also an-
nounced plans to open the ex-
change at the end of 2015, though
some have questioned whether
this is an achievable target.

— Translation by Zar Zar Soe

Japanese bank teams
up with Myanma Apex
to assist investments

Japan’s Resona Bank has signed an
agreement with Myanma Apex Bank
providing for closer financial coopera-
tion, as Japanese firms look to extend
their investments in Myanmar.

The agreement aims to improve
banking connections between the two
countries, particularly for Japanese
investors in Myanmar as well as
Myanmar citizens in Japan, according
to Apex Bank chair U Chit Khaing on
November 24.

Central Bank of Myanmar deputy
director general U Win Thaw said
Japanese investment is increasing,
particularly into the Dawei, Kyauk-
phyu and Thilawa SEZs. He added
Japanese investment in Myanmar
as of the end of June had reached
US$230 million.

“Japanese companies don't just
come to Myanmar as individuals, but
also as corporations, and that helps
to develop banking services,” he said.
“It's a good time for these two banks
to cooperate.”

Japanese ambassador to Myanmar
Tateshi Higuchi said Resona Bank
has already assisted 50 Japanese
enterprises with doing business in
Myanmar. “We hope this number will
increase through the Thilawa develop-
ment. Resona is also dependable for
small and medium enterprises,” he
said.

Three Japanese banks won pre-
liminary licences in October to open
branches in Myanmar, though Resona
bank was not one of the three.

- Aye Thidar Kyaw
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

ORANGE BRAND SERVICES LIMITED, of 3
More London Riverside, London, SE1 2AQ, United
Kingdom, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following Trademarks:-

ORANGE

Reg. Nos. 4/3969/2008, 4/2565/2013

The above trademark in respect of Classes 9,38 and 42.

orange

Reg. Nos. 4/3970/2008, 4/2566/2013

The above trademark in respect of Class 42.
Reg. Nos. 4/1155/1999, 4/2567/2013
The above trademark in respect of Classes 9, 38.

in respect of:- *“ Class 9: Electrical and electronic
communications and telecommunications
apparatus and instruments; communications and
telecommunications apparatus and instruments;
electrical and electronic apparatus and instruments
all for processing, logging, storing, transmission,
retrieval or reception of data; apparatus and
instruments for recording, transmission, amplifying
or reproduction of sound, images, information or
encoded data; cameras; photographic apparatus,
instruments and equipment; image processing
apparatus, instruments and equipment; television and
radio apparatus and instruments; telecommunication,
radio and television broadcasting transmitters and
receivers; apparatus for access to broadcast or
transmitted programmes; holograms; computers;
peripheral equipment for computers; programmed-
data-carrying electronic circuits; computer programs;
computer software; discs, tapes and wires all being
magnetic data carriers; blank and pre-recorded
magnetic cards; data cards; memory cards; smart
cards; cards containing microprocessors; integrated
circuit cards; electronic identification cards;
telephone cards; telephone credit cards; credit cards;
debit cards; cards for electronic games designed for
use with telephones; CD ROMS; magnetic, digital
and optical data carriers; magnetic, digital and
optical data recording and storage media (blank and
pre-recorded); computer software supplied from the
Internet; electronic publications (downloadable)
provided on-line from computer databases or the
Internet; computer software and telecommunications
apparatus (including modems) to enable connection
to databases, local area networks and the Internet;
computer software to enable teleconferencing,
videoconferencing and videophone services;
computer software to enable searching and retrieval
of data; computer software for accessing databases,
telecommunications services, computer networks
and electronic bulletin boards; computer games

software; digital music (downloadable) provided
from a computer database or the Internet; digital
music (downloadable) provided from MP3 Internet
websites; devices for playing music received from
the Internet; MP3 players; photographs, pictures,
graphics, sound bytes, films, videos and audio-
visual programmes (downloadable) provided on-
line or from computer databases or the Internet or
Internet websites;remote monitoring apparatus and
instruments; computer software for use in remote
monitoring; satellite transmitters and receivers;
telecommunications and broadcasting satellites;
radio telephone beacons and telephone masts;
electric wires and cables; optical cables; resistance
wires; electrodes; telecommunications systems and
installations; terminals for telephone networks;
telephone switchboards; telecommunications
signal input, storage, conversion and processing
apparatus; telephone equipment; equipment for
fixed, transportable, mobile, hands-free or voice-
activated telephones; multimedia terminals;
interactive terminals for displaying and ordering
goods and services; paging, radio paging and radio-
telephone apparatus and instruments; telephones,
mobile telephones and telephone handsets; facsimile
machines; accessories for telephones and telephone
handsets; adapters for use with telephones;
battery chargers for use with telephones; desk or
car mounted units incorporating a loudspeaker
to allow a telephone handset to be used hands-
free; in-car telephone handset cradles; bags and
cases specially adapted for holding or carrying
portable telephones and telephone equipment and
accessories; computerised personal organisers;
aerials; batteries; micro processors; key boards;
modems; calculators; display screens; electronic
global positioning systems; electronic navigational,
tracking and positioning apparatus and instruments;
monitoring (other than in-vivo monitoring)
apparatus and instruments; radio apparatus and
instruments; electrical control, testing (other than
in-vivo testing), signalling, checking (supervision)
and teaching apparatus and instruments; optical
and electro-optical apparatus and instruments;
video films; audio-visual apparatus and equipment;
electronic games equipment and apparatus;
electrical and electronic accessories and peripheral
equipment designed and adapted for use with
computers, audio-visual apparatus and electronic
games equipment and apparatus; parts and fittings
for all the aforesaid goods.

Class 38: Telecommunications services;
communications services; telephone, mobile
telephone, facsimile, telex, message collection
and transmission, radio-paging, call diversion,
answerphone, directory enquiries and electronic
mail services; transmission, delivery and reception
of sound, data, images, music and information;
electronic message delivery services; on-line
information services relating to telecommunications;
data interchange services; transfer of data by
telecommunication; satellite communication
services; broadcasting services; broadcasting or
transmission of radio or television programmes
and of films, teleshopping and webshopping
programmes; videotext, teletext and viewdata
services; broadcasting and delivery of multimedia
content over electronic communications
networks; video messaging services; video
conferencing services; video telephone services;
telecommunication of information (including web
pages), computer programs and any other data;
providing user access to the Internet;providing
telecommunications connections or links to the
Internet or databases; providing user access to

the Internet (service providers); provision and
operation of electronic conferencing, discussion
groups and chat rooms; providing access to digital
music websits on the Internet; providing access
to MP3 websites on the Internet; delivery of
digital music by telecommunications; providing
access to telecommunications infrastructures for
other operators; operating and providing search
engines; telecommunication access services;
computer aided transmission of messages and
images; communication by computer; news agency
services; transmission of news and current affairs
information; hire, leasing or rental of apparatus,
instruments, installations or components for use
in the provision of the aforementioned services;
advisory, information and consultancy services
relating to all the aforementioned.

Class 42: Scientific and technological services
and research and design relating thereto; research
laboratory services; management of research,
design and development projects; product research,
design and development; technical research;
research, design and development services relating
to computers, computer programmes, computer
systems, computer software application solutions,
data processing systems, data management,
computerised information processing systems,
communications services, communications
solutions, communications systems and network
interfaces; computer services; maintenance,
updating and design of computer hardware,
computer firmware, computer software and
computer programs; computer programming
services; preparation and provision of information
in relation to computers and computer network
facilities; technical advice and consultation
services in the field of information technology
and telecommunications; design and development
of computer systems and of telecommunications
systems and equipment; computer management
services; operational support services for computer
networks, telecommunications networks and data
transmission networks; on-line computer services;
programming services given on-line; provision
of access to an electronic on-line network for
information retrieval; computer rental; design,
drawing and commissioned writing, all for the
compilation of web pages on the Internet; virtual
and interactive image creation services; creating,
operating and maintaining databases, Intranets and
web sites; hosting the web sites of others; installation
and maintenance of computer software; leasing of
access time to a computer database; leasing of access
time to computer bulletin and message boards and to
computer networks; Internet service provider (ISP)
services; compilation, creation and maintenance
of a register of domain names; creating, operating
and maintaining web sites, web pages and portals
for logging text, images and music provided either
via computers or mobile telephones; provision of
information and advisory services on-line from
a computer database or via the Internet; weather
forecasting; weather information services; interior
design services; information and advisory services
relating to all the aforesaid services.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said Trademarks will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division

Tel: 959 4500 59 247

Email: info@untlaw.com

For ORANGE BRAND SERVICES LIMITED
Dated: 1 December, 2014.
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Mandalay gets first catfish farm

KHIN SU
WA

jasminekhin@gmail.com

A FISH pond near the Yangon-Man-
dalay highway has been revitalised
after being contaminated by indus-
trial waste, with authorities promot-
ing the facility as the model for com-
mercial fish raising.

The 80.6-acre Nat Yay Kan fish
ponds in Mandalay Region had been
the site of extensive damage from
industrial runoff, until a cleanup
and improvement was completed
on November 19, said Ministry of
Livestock, Fisheries and Rural De-
velopment deputy director general
U Tun Wai.

Minister U Ohn Min said it is
important that Myanmar works on
agricultural production as well as
protecting the environment.

“Fish stocks are being threat-
ening, and we need to create fish
farms,” he said. “That’s why it is im-
portant to breed fish with improved
techniques.”

The fish farms at Nat Yay Kan
were once used primarily for carp,
but some of the ponds have now
switched to a variety of catfish, with
intentions to switch other ponds over
to the new fish in the near future.

It is the first time these catfish,
with the Latin name Pangiasius
suchi, have been farmed in Myan-
mar, and Nay Yay Kan is expected
to serve as the regional centre for

production. Freshwater fish is a
popular item on Upper Myanmar’s
dinner tables.

The ponds have been improved
by more than doubling the depth
from about 4 feet to between 10 and
15 feet each, which allows for 7500
nursery fish per acre from a previ-
ous 3000, according to ministry di-
rector U Myo Aung.

As he farms had previously been
polluted from a nearby industrial
zone, the ministry has begun piping
in water from a clean source about 2
miles (3.2 kilometres) away.

All these changes together have
the potential to increase produc-
tion at the site by five or 10 times,
he said.

“We expect to see a dramatic

increase in the next year or two,”
said U Myo Aung.

Other regional countries have
extensive success with fish farm-
ing. In Vietnam, catfish breeding is
an important income generator for
the domestic economy. In Myanmar,
however, there is a need for invest-
ment and technology for livestock
breeding.

IN BRIEF

Association founded for Mandalay
construction entrepreneurs

In a first step toward the creation of a
nationwide organisation for the con-
struction sector, nearly 100 developers
in Mandalay Region have come to-
gether to form the Mandalay Construc-
tion Entrepreneurs’ Association.

Members will receive training from
foreign experts in workplace manage-
ment, safety standards and modern
building techniques, said U Kyaw Kyaw,
a Mandalay builder.

“We haven't yet chosen chair and
secretary, but we hope to hold elections
next April,” he added.

The association expects to form
a public company later in Manda-
lay Region. Membership is free to
construction entrepreneurs, leaders of
construction workers and engineers.

- Mg Zaw, translation by Zar Zar Soe

Japanese consortium to improve
Mayangone water supply

A Japanese joint venture between TSS
Tokyo Water and Toyo Engineering
Corporation signed an agreement with
Yangon City Development Commit-
tee to improve water distribution in
Yangon’s Mayangone township.

The project began last month and
will conclude in March 2015, the firms
said in a press statement released last
week.

The project aims to provide pure
drinking water within the next five
years, according to TSS Tokyo Water
president Astushi Masuko.

YCDC mayor U Hla Myint said, “TSS
Tokyo Water will be able to provide My-
anmar citizens with a safe and secure
water system based on their expertise,
experiences and knowledge.”

- Jeremy Mullins
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MALAMPAYA, PHILIPPINES

koshumgthal@gmail.com

DEEPWATER production is perhaps
the most complicated method of pe-
troleum extraction - and one with
which Myanmar has little experience.

While there are currently four
offshore platforms in the country’s
waters - Yetagun, Yadana, Shwe and
Zawtika - all are considered to be
shallow-water projects.

Yet Myanmar auctioned off the
rights to explore and eventually pro-
duce oil on 20 offshore blocks in 2013
- and half of these blocks are in deep
water, generally defined as water
deeper than 600 feet (183 metres).

While any offshore oil and gas
activities are difficult, the challenges
are much greater with deepwater pro-
jects, though there are high potential
rewards as well.

There is a long process ahead until
there is any such deepwater produc-
tion in Myanmar, though.

First, there needs to be legal cer-
tainty. The production-sharing con-
tracts governing how the 20 offshore
blocks will be explored and developed
are expected to be signed soon, ush-
ering in a level of oil and gas search
unprecedented in modern Myanmar.

Shell is one of the international gi-
ants entering into Myanmar. It won
rights to blocks AD-9, AD-11 and
MD-5 in conjunction with Japanese
firm MOECO as part of the bidding

Workers at Malampaya discuss offshore business. Photo: Aung Shin

Deepwater rigs to
come to Myanmar

The sun sets behind the offshore platform at Malampaya in the Philippines. Photo: Supplied

process last year, though the produc-
tion sharing contracts are still to be
finalised.

“We are discussing a lot of things,”
said Graeme Smith, Shell vice presi-
dent for Asia and Australia. “We have
to be confident in our future invest-
ment. We are clarifying details within

the models of production sharing
contracts with the government, try-
ing to understand some of the lan-
guage,” he said.

Once the production sharing con-
tracts are inked, Shell and the other
giants will begin exploring the off-
shore blocks. If they find deposits,
investment comes next - usually re-
quiring billions of dollars to tap deep-
water reserves.

Shell invited journalists from re-
gional media, including The Myan-
mar Times, to the Philippines last
week to help understand what goes
in to the large-scale deepwater invest-
ments.

The firm has been in Southeast Asia
for a century. Its Malampaya deepwater
project in the Philippines Sea is one of
Shell’s largest operating projects world-
wide, producing enough energy to gen-
erate 2700 megawatts of electricity.

Malampaya is spearheaded by the
Philippine’s Department of Energy,
and is operated by Shell in a joint
venture with Chevron and Philippine
National Oil Corporation (PNOC) -
with respective 45-45-10pc stakes.

“Malampaya is an excellent exam-
ple of public-private partnership, re-
ducing [the Philippine’s] dependence
on imported fuel by 30 percent,” said
Sebastian Quiniones, managing direc-
tor of Shell Philippines Exploration.

The project has also generated US$7.7
billion for government coffers as of
June 2014, providing 1400 direct jobs
for local people.

Operating in deep water requires
extensive focus on health and safety
training, as it’s perhaps the most dan-
gerous part of an already dangerous
industry.

Shell built and run a world-class
centre to train its workforce in health
and safety procedures. Reporters
were put through the paces at the
centre before heading to the offshore
rig, including training in escaping
underwater from a crashed helicop-
ter - a portion of the training made
particularly difficult for this reporter
given a lifetime of smoking.

The constortium initially drilled
several wells to determine the site’s
potential. It is located 80 kilometres
(50 miles) northwest of Palamwa Is-
land in the central part of the Philip-
pine archipelago.

Reserves were estimated at about
2.7 trillion cubic feet of natural gas
and 85 million barrels of condensate
located 3000 metres below sea level.

The project was inaugurated in
2001 and current daily production is
about 400 million standard cubic feet
per day, some 13 years later.

Five wells are currently producing gas
and condensate, though the production

levels are set by customer demand, said
Rey Protacio Barcebal, Malampaya off-
shore installation manager.

“We are preparing for new phases
of development to maintain produc-
tion levels, like installing a new plat-
form by 2015,” he said.

A 504km (314 mile) long pipeline
has also been built to avoid environ-
mentally and culturally sensitive ar-
eas to offload the gas, he added.

In the region, Shell has a num-
ber of projects in the Philippines,
Malaysia and Brunei, though the
Malampaya project stands out from
its sheer size.

The company also claims world
records such as Bullwinkle platform
in the Gulf of Mexico as the world’s
tallest fixed structure in the sea, and
the Troll A platform in Norway as
the world’s biggest concrete deep-
water platform.

Whether such large deepwater
projects will come to fruition in My-
anmar remains to be seen. It depends
first on the production sharing con-
tracts being inked, then on finding
commercially viable deposits, which
is no easy task.

The business is notoriously com-
plex, and there will be challenges
for the international companies like
Shell as they set up in the country -
but large potential rewards as well.
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Here’s the deal at the newly re-opened
gem and 1ade shops Photo Thiri Lu l ‘

Kabar Aye Jade re—opens

THE Myanmar Gems and Jewellery
Entrepreneurs Association re-opened
its own gems shops in the Myanmar
Gems Emporium Hall on Kabar Aye
Pagoda Road, aiming to attract for-
eign customers in particular.

The renovations of 40 shops at the
hall began in March and were backed
by K500 million (US$500,000) from
the association’s chair, prominent ty-
coon U Tay Za.

The site is also supposed to
be the location of a laboratory to
assist the gems and jade trade,

though details on its construction
are still scant.

Mogoke U Than Maung, an en-
trepreneur owning a gems shop
at the hall, said his rental fees are
K800,000 per year. “These gems
shops are intended to access the
international market through jade
transactions,” he said.

Despite already having paid rent
up front, shopkeepers have requested
a rent-free month of December in or-
der to connect with tour companies
that transport foreigners.

U Mya Han, chair of the Associa-
tion’s Information and Relations Com-
mittee, said the laboratory service is
still a work in progress, but should be
complete by early 2015.

The association’s experts have re-
ceived training in Hong Kong and Ja-
pan, and two experts are expected to
move here from Hong Kong.

“It will be the association’s own
laboratory and we have considered
the cost to be fair;” he said.

— Shwegu Thitsar,
translation by Zar Zar Soe

Developers push for
production materials
to be made locally

TIN YADANAR TUN
yadanar.mcm(dgmail.com

THE boom in construction has prompt-
ed local developers to press for the pro-
duction of home-grown building mate-
rials. They say manufacturing steel and
cement here instead of importing them
could cut costs and create jobs.

Recent economic reform have made
construction sector the most developed
sector of the economy, and attracted
many foreign developers.

“The construction market will de-
velop further in the future. If we can
produce building materials in this
country, we will decrease transporta-
tion costs and tax on imported prod-
ucts, and create more job opportunities
for our citizens,” said U Ye Thu, who
owns a household hardware company
in Yangon’s Bayintnaung Wholesale
Centre.

U Myo Thant, a vice president of
business association UMFCCI, said it
was time to set up building materials
factories.

“The real estate sector is the most
developed and the most improved in
GDP because of the economic reforms.
Cement produced in-country costs
much less and is in very short supply.

All kinds of building materials are im-
ported from overseas. Why not manu-
facture them here?” he said.

However, it will be a tall order to
begin production of many of the neces-
sary materials just yet.

U Kyaw Kyaw, the owner of an
iron and building materials company,
said, “Although many local develop-
ers like to use domestic iron, it can
be hard to find. But imported iron is
very widespread.

“Local iron costs K80,000 per tonne
less than imported rods, not because of
quality, but because of taxes and trans-
portation costs. But we cannot produce
enough iron locally;” he said.

Experts say the market offers a great
deal of cheap, poor-quality iron import-
ed from China.

“Some people overestimate the
quality of imported materials. We need
to produce high-quality products here.
Perhaps a major foreign building mate-
rials brand could invest,” said U Kyaw
Kyaw.

Still, investment in Myanmar’s con-
struction materials sector is picking up.

The Thai materials company Siam
Cement Group is to build a cement fac-
tory in Mon State that is scheduled to
open in 2016.

First PSCs
for offshore
coming soon

AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

THE first of the long-delayed off-
shore production sharing contracts
could be signed as early as next
week, according to government of-
ficials.

Discussions over the contracts,
which are necessary before explora-
tion and production can begin, have
been ongoing since March.

In March the government award-
ed 20 international companies pre-
liminary rights to explore and pro-
duce at the blocks.

An official from state-owned My-
anma Oil and Gas Enterprise told
The Myanmar Times last week that
the first signings are likely in the first
week of December. “We are planning
to sign four blocks, but only two
shallow water and one deepwater
blocks are sure to be inked,” he said.

The Ministry of Energy had begun
its first offshore bidding round in
April 2013. A total of 75 firms showed
interest in Myanmar’s offshore con-
tracts, though only 18 companies
won rights to 10 shallow-water and
10 deepwater blocks.

The awarded companies include
BG; Woodside Energy; Chevron; a con-
sortium of Oil India, Mercator Petro-
leum and Oilmax; ROC Oil; Berlanga
Holding; Transcontinental Group; Re-
liance Industries; Ophir Energy; Shell
and partners MOECO, Statoil and
ConocoPhillips; Eni; and Total.

The official declined to name the
companies that would ink produc-
tion sharing contracts in the first
week of December.

After signing the agreements,
the companies must complete envi-
ronmental and social impact assess-
ments, meaning they are likely to
be unable to begin exploration until
next October brings a window of op-
portunity.

“They might be starting explora-
tion after the monsoon ends,” said
an official from the Energy Planning
Department.
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Take a leap of faith.

Are you stuck in a rut at work? Are you looking for a new position and a company that will challenge you, inspire
you and take your career to new heights? Then it's time to take the leap — and join the most dynamic media
company in Myanmar.

Myanmar Consolidated Media, Ltd, one of Myanmar's most highly respected and well-established media
organisations, is the publisher of The Myanmar Times in both languages, two websites and NOW! magazine. With
over 360 staff in our Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw bureaus, we have a news-gathering force of nearly 100,
trained to the highest international standards of reporting. Sophisticated layout and award-winning photos and
editorial make MCM the one to beat when it comes to publishing in Myanmar.

MCM is expanding into exciting new directions in 2014. We are seeking qualified, experienced Myanmar nationals
(unless indicated) to fill the following openings in our Yangon headquarters and Nay Pyi Taw bureau. All positions
require basic computer skills and a good command of written and spoken English. High competency in spoken and
written English.

Yangon Headquarters: NOW! Magazine
O G e B e B 1 Photographer [Part Time]

Human Resources . , )
[2-3 years’ experience; prior employment

HR Director
[7+ years’ exp. required; business or management
degree; returned national a plus]
Security Guards
. Receptionist (Night Shift)
Newsroom

in magazine or fashion photography a plus]
Stylist [Part Time)

Sales Assistants

[1+ year's experience in sales and marketing]
Editorial intern (2-3 month posting,

with potential for long-term hire]

Translator (English to Myanmar)

K , Reporter [prior experience necessary)
~ales & Marketing [ For Mandalay Office]
1 Business Development Director

[5+ years in sales, account management, or business Nay Pyi Taw (Capital Bureau):
development; degree in business or related field;
degree from English-taught university a plus)

1 Business Development Executive
[3+ years” experience in sales, account management
or in business development; degree or diploma
in business or related field]

2 Translators
[English to Myanmar/Myanmar to English]

Newsroom
2 Reporters
[prior experience necessary]
[Must reside in Nay Pyi Taw,
and have driver’s licence and motorbike)
Sales & Marketing
1 Sales Assistant
[At least 1 year’s exp. in sales and marketing;
must reside in Nay Pyi Taw and have driver's
licence and motorbike)

All positions are open until filled.

To apply, send a one-page CV and one-page cover letter, explaining how your skills, experience or
degree are relevant to the position, to: Hiring Coordinator mecmhrdi@myanmartimes.com.mmn

MCM

Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.

Yangon: 379/383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada township
Mandalay: Bld 1, Man Mandalar Housing, between 70™ x 71 streets, Yan Myo Lone Qtrarter, Chan Aye Thar San township
Nay Pyi Taw: No. 15/496, Yarza Htar Ni Road, Paung Laung 2 Qtr, Pyinmana. Tel: 067-21426, 25309, 25982, 25983
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IN BRIEF

ADB pledges to work with planned
Chinese infrastructure bank

The head of the Asian Development
Bank said he is ready to work with
China on a new infrastructure invest-
ment bank proposed by Beijing, despite
fears it could undermine his institution.

The Manila-based ADB is too large
and established to be threatened by the
proposed lender, said Takehiko Nakao
on November 26.

“If the AlIB [Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank] is established, we
are very happy to have the appropriate
collaboration,” Mr Nakao said, adding
the banks could potentially co-finance
projects. - AFP

Alibaba eyes future India entry
E-commerce giant Alibaba’s founder
Jack Ma promised to invest more in
India where online sales are soaring,
predicting that the Internet will trans-
form the country’s future.

Mr Ma, on a whirlwind 48-hour trip
with a nearly 100-member Chinese
business delegation to India, has been
scouting for investment opportunities
to drive Alibaba’s revenues following its
record US$25-billion initial public offer.

Mr Ma, who founded China’s biggest
e—-commerce company 15 years ago in
his apartment with $60,000 collected
from friends, divulged no figures for his
Indian investment plans. - AFP

Uber outvalues Twitter and Hertz
Uber Technologies investors are bet-
ting the five-year-old car-booking app
is more valuable than Twitter and Hertz
Global Holdings.

The startup is close to raising a
round of financing that would value it
between US$35 billion and $40 billion,
according to people familiar with the
situation. T Rowe Price Group Incis in
discussions to be a new investor and
existing investor Fidelity Investments is
also set to participate.

“At this valuation, investors appear
to be thinking that when Uber goes
public, it might be worth $80 billion to
$100 billion,” said Anand Sanwal, chief
executive officer of CB Insights.

- Bloomberg

Boeing ready to come to India
Boeing, the world’s largest planemak-
er, is considering investing in India as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi eases
rules for foreign investment in the
defence sector and expedites arms
contracts.

The Chicago-based aerospace
company is in the process of identifying
partners “for a strategic and meaning-
ful relationship,” said Dennis Swanson,
the New Delhi-based vice president at
Boeing Defense Space & Security. Mr
Modi’s decision in July to allow over-
seas investors to buy as much as 49
percent of Indian defense companies is
a “welcome change” that Boeing wants
to study further, he said. - Bloomberg

Tokyo exchange ends night plans
The Tokyo Stock Exchange (TSE) has
indefinitely shelved plan to hold a two-
hour evening session, which was being
considered as a way for the bourse to
better compete with rivals in Europe
and the United States.

With competition intensifying
among the world’s exchanges, officials
in Tokyo in January established a round
table to discuss the idea of reopening
from 9pm to 11pm (1200-1400 GMT).
But domestic brokers and institutional
investors opposed the idea, citing extra
staff costs that would outweigh the
benefits. - AFP

France, Italy lag on Eurozone

The weak eurozone economy poses a
key threat to global growth, the OECD
warned, urging more flexibility in fiscal
rules for struggling EU members like
France and Italy to prevent another
recession.

Forcing the two major European
economies to meet the EU’s tough
deficit criteria “would likely depress
activity further and even risk tipping
the euro area into another recession”,
it said. - AFP

SEOUL

Korean exports suffer yen’s fall

AS Japan slips into recession, South
Korea is keeping an increasingly wary
eye on its export rival’s free-falling
currency, which is honing a lasting
competitive edge over Korean prod-
ucts in a number of key markets.

The massive fiscal stimulus and
flood of easy money unleashed by
‘Abenomics” has sent the Japanese
yen plunging to multi-year lows
against a basket of major currencies.

In the past two years, the yen has
lost around 33 percent of its value
against the US dollar and 35pc against
the Korean won, a depreciation that
triggered public expressions of con-
cern in Seoul from industrialists, poli-
ticians and monetary policy-setters.

A weaker yen makes Japanese ex-
ports cheaper, which impacts coun-
tries such as South Korea that are
direct competitors in a number of key
sectors.

Bank of Korea (BOK) governor Lee
Ju-Yeol promised earlier this month
that it would not “sit idle” despite the
limited tools it can deploy to counter
the falling yen. At a November meet-
ing the BOK Kkept its key interest rate
unchanged at 2pc, but Mr Lee under-
lined the “worrisome situation” re-
garding the Japanese currency.

If Japanese companies up the
ante still further by slashing export
prices, then South Korean compa-
nies in the auto, steel, machinery

&l e y .

A homeless man eats noodles in Seoul, where the economy has been hard hit

by Japan’s plunging currency. Photo: AFP

and shipbuilding sectors are “bound
to suffer”, he said. South Korea’s vast
dollar reserves allow the central
bank to intervene in the currency
market to curb volatile swings in
the won-dollar rate. But the won-
yen exchange rate is calculated not
by direct trade but by their relative
value against the greenback, leaving
the BOK little room to manoeuvre.
The BOK can, in theory, sell the

won heavily to weaken it against the
dollar and eventually the yen, but that
causes problems for businesses im-
porting raw materials.

The advantage Japanese exports
gain from the falling yen makes life
particularly difficult for South Ko-
rean companies such as Hyundai, the
world’s fifth largest automaker.

“The biggest risk for us now is
eroding price competitiveness due

to the weak yen,” Hyundai’s chief
financial officer Lee Won-Hee said
last month after the firm announced
a 30pc plunge in third-quarter net
profit.

For years, Hyundai Motor and its
smaller affiliate Kia had eaten into
the overseas market share of Japa-
nese giants like Honda and Toyota.
Japan’s carmakers, meanwhile, have
hammered home the advantage of the
weaker yen by boosting sales incen-
tives to buyers in the United States.

Lee Keun-Tae, an economist at
LG Economic Research Institute, said
many Japanese firms - unconvinced
by Tokyo’s stimulus campaign - were
still holding off on any major cut to
export prices. But he said the Bank of
Japan’s surprise announcement last
month to further ramp up monetary
easing may convert the sceptics.

“If these companies start slash-
ing prices in earnest, it’s going to be
a nightmare for many Korean manu-
facturers,” Mr Lee said.

For South Korean firms it is a
double blow at a time when they are
already facing increased competition
from China.

“Korean exporters are no match
for Chinese firms in price competi-
tiveness, and now they are being cor-
nered by Japan, too,” Mr Lee said.

“So theyre being sandwiched
harder than ever.” — AFP
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VIENNA

O1l cartel holds price firm despite glut

OPEC’s decision against cutting oil
production, despite a global glut in
supplies, triggered a US$5 collapse
in crude prices and prompted a fall
in early trading on Asian markets on
November 28.

The cartel pumping out one-third
of the world’s oil opted to stick by its
output target, even after prices have
plunged by 35 percent in value since
June.

The 12-nation cartel “decided to
maintain the production level of 30
million barrels per day” where it has
stood for three years, the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries said in a communique.

OPEC Secretary-General Abdul-
lah El-Badri said the cartel would sit
tight before the next output meeting
scheduled for June in Vienna, where
it is headquartered.

“We have to wait and see how the
market will settle,” he told the meet-
ing’s closing press conference.

“As I said many times ... we don’t
want to panic.”

Going into the latest meeting,

MILLION BPD

OPEC'’s production level, which was
unchanged on November 28

OPEC faced pressure from its poorer
members, notably Venezuela, to cut
output as collapsing prices slashed
their precious revenues.

However, its powerful Gulf mem-
bers rejected calls to turn down the
taps unless they are guaranteed
market share in the highly competi-
tive arena, particularly in the United
States, where a flood of cheaper oil
from shale rock has contributed to
the global oversupply.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Ma-
duro said on November 27 he would
keep pushing OPEC to cut oil output
to boost sliding crude prices

“We have not succeeded yet, but...
we will continue to try until prices
return to where they should be, at
around US$100 per barrel,” Mr Ma-
duro said in a televised address.

Trading in Asia on November 28
saw markets mostly fall following
OPEC’s decision.

Sydney’s ASX/S&P 200 took a
huge hit as investors fled to the side-
lines, although regional airlines ben-
efited from the prospect of cheap fuel.

OPEC’s decision had already sent
world oil prices tumbling to fresh
four-year lows.

US benchmark West Texas Inter-
mediate for January delivery was at
$68.76 a barrel in mid-morning trade
on November 28, down $0.29 from its
settle price in electronic trading in
New York on November 27.

Brent crude for January dropped
$0.27 to $72.31.

OPEC “may have come to the
conclusion that a period of lower oil

Plunging oil prices have fanned
concerns about the growing threat of
deflation in the world economy, and
particularly in the eurozone.

While falling con-
sumer prices may
sound good for
consumers, defla-
tion can trigger

prices could potentially work in the
group’s favour over the longer term,
given the boost it should provide to
the global economy and hence to de-
mand”, said Tom Pugh, commodi-
ties analyst at Capital Econom-
ics research group.
“Nonetheless, it seems
likely that there was

substantial disagreement a vicious spi-
between those members ral, leading to
of OPEC, such as Iran businesses and
and Venezuela, who households de-
had been calling for laying purchases,
output cuts, and the throttling demand

and causing com-
panies to lay off
workers.
Elsewhere on
November 27, the
ruble slumped to
historic lows against
the dollar

Gulf members who are
in stronger financial
positions.”

Crude prices are be-
ing depressed also by a
strong dollar and worries
about stalling energy de-
mand in a weak global
economy.

The International
Energy Agency
(IEA) recently
warned that
the “price
rout” was
not over,
and that
crude
futures
would
slide
well
into
2015.

Photo: AFP

Nigeria’s Minister of Petroleum
Resources Diezani Alison-Madueke
will be OPEC'’s first female leader.

and euro - with energy-rich Rus-
sia generating about half its federal
budget revenues from oil and natu-
ral gas exports.

OPEC pumped 30.6 million oil bar-
rels per day (bpd) last month, above
its 30 million bpd target according to
the IEA, which advises countries on
energy policy.

Ahead of the meeting, OPEC
kingpin and world’s top oil produc-
er Saudi Arabia cut charges for US
customers in a move seen as a bid
to maintain its market share amid
increasing competition there from
shale energy.

OPEC has meanwhile insisted
that it is not solely up to the cartel to
tackle the oversupply that is sending
crude prices crashing.

Officials from Saudi Arabia met
with their counterparts from Ven-
ezuela and non-OPEC oil producers
Russia and Mexico in Vienna on No-
vember 25.

Following the surprise gathering,
Russian oil giant Rosneft said it

b . had trimmed its daily output by a

paltry 25,000 barrels because of
“market conditions”

On November 28, the
cartel appointed Nigeria
to its rotating presidency
for 2015, meaning the
country’s oil minis-
ter Diezani Alison-
Madueke now be-
comes the first
female president
of the cartel.

— AFP
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JOB WATCH

o Translator English or Japanese or Korean
o Sales & Marketing Staff & Manager who can speak Japanese
o Sales & Marketing Staff & Manager who can speak Korean

o Sales & Marketing Staff & Manager who can speak English Opening Soon
January 5, 2015

o Administration Staff who can speak English '
o Finance staff who can speak English lr‘
HLUILINK

Center Address : No. (188), 8F, Nawarat Condo, Mahabandoola Rd, PazaungdaungTsp, Yangon
Business Inquiry : Peter Choi (09-2535-25802), E-mail : hulink. mm@gmail.com

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY

YANGON

JOB VACANCY

Expatriate Office Manager, Visa and Immigration Office

SALARY RANGE US$2,500 TO US$3,000 PER MONTH
(Depending on skills and experience)

The Australian Embassy in Yangon is a medium sized diplomatic agency representing the Australian Government in
Myanmar. It is sialled by emplovees of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Australian Federal Police, |
the Department of Immigration and Border, Protection, the Australian Trade Commission and the Department of |
Defence.

The position works closely with other senior DIBP staff in Bangkok and the Departiment ol Foreign Affairs and
Trade (DFAT) in Yangon. Office Manager ( Visa and Immigration) position in Yangon reports to the Chief Migration
officer in Bangkok. The position is responsible for managing the day 1o day operations of the Visa and Immigration
Office at the Australian Embassy in Yangon in a wav that best achieves the goals and objectives of DIBP and the|
Embassy.

The successful applicant will have an excellent opportunity to work with an established organisation offering the|
opportunity to progress their skills and work experienee.

The application form and position description can be obtained from the Australian Embassy, 88 Strand Road, or
downloaded from the Embassy website at: hitp:/f’www.mvanmarembassv.gov.au
Applications should be lodged at the Embassy or emailed to austembassy.vangont@ diat.gov.au together with a|

statement addressing the selection criteria and a copy of vour CV with one recent passport sized photo. The closing |
date for applications is 4:00 pm on Friday 12 December 2014,

Selection Criteria
The appointee should have the following qualifications and experience:

+  Must be citizens of Australia, Mew Zealand, Britain, Canada or the United States of America and be entitled 1o
work as a locally engaged staff member at a diplomatic mission in Myanmar,

*  Demonstrated ability to be flexible and prioritise workload under limited supervision, in order to meet
deadlines, in a team environment where there may be competing priorities.

«  High level interpersonal skills and strong personal qualities including a demonstrated high standard of integrity.
= Must hayve initiative and the ability to handle conflicting priorities in a busy office environment.
*  Excellent communication and liaison skills.

= Good knowledge of modemn office procedures, practices, methods and equipment including use of standard
computer software programs such as Microsoft Word and Excel.

Note:

I The Awstralicn Embassy does ot discringinate in regards fo race, etfmicity, gender and age,

L]

Oy those candidates whose qralifications and experience are of fiarther intevest will be comtected for an intervien:

3 The successfil applicant will be request to hold a visa allowing regular ravel to and from Myammar and to work
in Myammar;

Government of Canada  Gouvernement dy Canada - - 1
Bl o o e Robocaads o tanuts Canadd
Embassy of Canada, Yangon

Ambassade du Canada, Yangon
invites applications for the positions of

Development Officer
Salary: USD 17,406 per annum

Junior Trade Commissioner
Salary: USD 14,296 per annum

Common Services Officer
Salary: USD 14,296 per annum

(based on 37.5 hours’ work week)
Please read the detailed competition notice & job description

available at http://www.burma.gc.ca before applying

Last Date to Submit Application for these positions:
12 December 2014; 16:00 hours

E
i
L]

JOB VACANCY
Humanitarian Programme Officer
Salary range 745.000 — 1.404.000 Kyats per month
(Depending on skills and experiences)

A NOVOALY

b

DanChurchAid (DCA)DCA is an international development and humanitarian
organisation working in more than 20 countries. Currently DCA is seeking
to recruit a qualified person to fill the position of Humanitarian Programme
Officer based in Yangon with extensive travel to field. Myanmar National with
a minimum of three years NGO experience working with humanitarian work,
mine action, conflict mitigation, IDPs and/or refugees arepreferred for the
position. A detailed Job Description is available on request from Ms. Hlaing
Phyu Min, hpmi@dca.dk

The applicants should submit motivated application (why are you qualified for
this position),CVand contact details of two referees with any other relevant
documentation to HR Unit by email hpmi@dca.dk and bus@dca.dk not
later than 8th December 2014. Please quote reference: ‘DCA Humanitarian
Programme Officer — application’. (Please note that only shortlisted candidates
will be contacted for interviews.)

Executive Search
Recruiting for you
Business Development manager
Marketing manager
Sales and distribution manager

Brand manager

APPLY NOW!

Logistic officer
Medical doctor
Project manager
Sales engineer
Site engineer
Chief Accountant
Accountant

HR Manager
HR Executive
Legal executive
Secretary
Passenger service agent ( airline)
Receptionist

Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San
Road, Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com
www.esearchmyanmar.com

www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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Property

FMI real estate takes
first step outside Yangon
with Nay Pyl Taw condo

TIN YADANAR TUN
yadanar.mcm(@gmail.com
MYAT NYEIN AYE
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

INTEREST in Myanmar real estate is
leading investors to expand beyond
Yangon, as First Myanmar Investment
(FMI) public company plans to expand
nationwide, according to its chair Serge
Pun.

The prominent businessman un-
veiled plans for a 114-unit “Krisplaza
condominium” in Nay Pyi Taw during
FMTI’s annual meeting on November 23.

“This project will see us venture
beyond Yangon for the first time and
marks the beginning of our aspirations
to become a nationwide developer;”
FMTI’s annual report said.

In addition to Krisplaza, which is
a joint venture with Krislite, FMI also
announced a 90-residential unit FMI
City Gates condo project for its
FMI City, which will also in-
clude retail space. In addition |
to FMI City, the firm owns 90 L
percent of FMI Centre on Bo-
gyoke Aung San Road near the %
Shangri-La hotel.

The Star City develop-
ment in Thanlyin
township, in
which FMI owns
a 30pc stake, y \
is also work- |
ing on a
new phase
called
Galaxy
Towers
that

Serge Pun speaks in a
November 19 interview.
Photo: Zarni Phyo

¢

-

will add 950 apartments.

A salesperson for the site said the
Towers project will launch at the end of
2014, and will benefit from its proximity
to the Thilawa SEZ.

“As the SEZ develops, people work-
ing at Thilawa will choose to live in Star
City, and management expects sales to
remain strong,” the person said.

Mr Pun named real estate - which
historically contributed the lion’s share
of FMTI’s revenues - as one of its four pil-
lars going forward, along with financial
services, healthcare and aviation.

“Real estate counted for the major-
ity of FMI’s revenues since inception,”
he said. “Most of our new real estate
projects are joint ventures. Large real
estate projects require large amounts of
capital”

FMI is also slated to hold up to a
20pc stake in The Landmark Devel-

opment, a prominent develop-

- ™. ment planned for a plot

R on Bogyoke Aung San

' Road. Mr Pun said the

Landmark project alone

will cost over $450 mil-

lion, a significant sum

of money, meaning the

company will con-

tinue working in

joint ventures

with  other

7 companies,

such as its

sister com-

pany Yoma

| Strategic
Holdings.
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Shwe Tha Pyay housing looks like a place expats could cal
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I home. Photo: Naing Win Tun

Thaketa project caters
to growing expat influx

NOE NOE
AUNG

=

noenoeagfdgmail.com

THE growing number of expats in
Yangon is putting strain on exist-
ing residential property, providing a
market opportunity for higher-end
housing.

ZAO Property is conducting ren-
ovations on 34 homes in Yangon’s
Thaketa township, aiming to cater
to the expat crowd.

Sales director Chris Oram said he
has been in Myanmar since 1998, and
over 16 years has seen all kinds of
houses, all with a different problem.

“Sometimes it could be the
landlord problem, sometimes the
water and sometimes electricity
and sometime just the house is the
problem. So what we are trying to
do with this is remember every
single problem we have had and
make sure every tenant never has
to suffer any of those problems,”
he said.

The firm is renovating 34 homes
on Shwe Tha Pyay housing estate

for a primarily expat clientele.

Mr Oram said the homes come
with different levels of furnishings.
Some expats arrive without furni-
ture and are looking for homes that
are all put together, while others
simply need to rent furniture for a
while, until their items are shipped
from home.

“It’s all international standard,
with great electricity, a great water
supply and all the fully furnished
[units] are up to the level of serviced
apartments,” he said.

ZAO managing director Ma Phyo
Zar Twin said the firm spent two-
and-a-half years looking for the right
project to manage.

“Myanmar real estate prices are
going up all the time, and it’s hard
to find the right place to live,” she
said. “After looking around for two-
and-a-half years, we finally found
this place.”

The renovated estate will include
a club house with a swimming pool,
a gymnasium, a child’s play area, a
coffee shop, a mini mart and a bar-
beque area.

Current tenants say that many
local projects are not geared to-
ward expats, but rather toward
Myanmar people, who often have

different tastes.

“In the past Myanmar developers
often build for Myanmar families,”
said Tony, a resident at Shwe Tha
Pyay housing. “Local people are usu-
ally looking for large properties and
condos with four or five bedrooms,
with limited facilities.

“Expats are also looking for good
quality facilities such as swimming
pools, gyms and club houses, and
they’re in very short supply - some
expats even live in Thailand and
just fly to Myanmar every week,” he
added.

Rent at Shwe Tha Pyay costs
US$5000 a month for a fully fur-
nished house, $4500 for semi-fur-
nished, and $4000 for unfurnished
homes. Two-bedroom apartments
cost $950 to $1150 a month fur-
nished and $750 to $950 a month
unfurnished.

Mr Oram said the firm also strives
to provide a high level of service.

“Another good point is that we
live here ourselves,” he said. “If an-
yone has a problem they can just
knock on our door.”

The office also has its own staff
available from morning to evening,
including an electrician, gardener
and maid service.

Vacancy Notice (No. 2014/018)

)

UNFPA — because everyone counts.

The United Nations Population Fund: Delivering a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth is safe and

every young person’s potential is fulfilled.

Interested in being part of a multi-cultural team delivering a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe,
every young person's potential is fulfilled in Myanmar? Come and join us, because at UNFPA, everyone counts. We are
seeking a creative, dynamic and highly motivated individual to join our growing effort to drive forward to the next level of
UNFPA country programme on population, gender equality and reproductive health and rights for the people in Myanmar.
If you're looking for an opportunity to make a difference, thrive in a challenging yet rewarding teamwork environment, we

wish to hear from you.

Position Type of Contract Grade
National Programme Officer, RHCS Service Contract SC-9 Yangon

Applications should be addressed to UNFPA Representative. Attention: International Operations Manager, Room A-07,

UNFPA, No.6, Natmauk Road, Yangon.

Email: myanmar.office@unfpa.org For further details, please see the vacancy announcement posted at UN billboard.

No.6, Natmauk Road, Yangon and also at UNFPA website (http://myanmar.unfpa.org)

Applications will be considered only when meeting all requirements set in detailed vacancy announcement.

Duty Station

Deadline
19 December 2014
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“The banking sector is to the economy as blood is to the body.”

— Serge Pun, CEO and chair of Yoma Bank

Property market turns
sluggish as end of the
year draws closer

MYAT NYEIN AYE
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

NEXT year will be a significant one for
the domestic property market, lead-
ing to a drawdown in activity as 2014
draws to a close, according to Yangon
developers.

Expectations of possible govern-
ment moves to cool the market and
concern that prices may be topping out
have caused a sluggish turn in the mar-
ket since October.

The government also reassessed
tax rates on property transactions on
a  neighbourhood-by-neighbourhood
basis in October, in most cases rais-
ing rates, which has contributed to the
slow-down.

“Dealers are watching the market.
The year is about to end, and they’re
quiet before the start of 2015,” said Ko
Min Min Soe, senior agent at Mya Pan
Thakhin real estate.

The October increase of property
tax rates - and growing government
will to force buyers to pay the tax after
a transaction - has also had an effect.

“The tax hasn’t had a totally wick-
ed effect on property dealing, but it is
causing dealers to hesitate,” he said.

‘The tax hasn’thad a
totally wicked effect
on property dealing,
butitis causing
dealers to hesitate.

Ko Min Min Soe
Mya Pan Thakhin real estate

“It’s a little more difficult to bring buy-
ers and sellers together when there’s a
tax involved.”

Ko Htun Htun from Phoenix Re-
alty said traders are less likely to make
transactions after the tax changes.

Myanmar Real Estate Service As-
sociation central executive committee
member U Maung Aye said the prop-
erty tax is lower than the rates from ten
years ago.

Currently the tax tops out at 37 per-
cent of the property’s value, as assessed
by Yangon City Development Commit-
tee’s city-wide list of values. However,
if clean sources for the capital can be
shown, the tax rate is lower.

A decade ago the tax rate was 50pc,
so the current rate is lower, he said.
U Maung Aye added that people are
complaining about new tax rates much
more than they were about the old
rates a decade ago.

The transaction tax serves the dual
purpose of generating state revenue
and slowing a bull market. Foreign in-
vestors have been put off from entering
Myanmar partly due to the high price
to acquire land for a project.

Real estate brokers say there could
be more changes in store to lower prop-
erty prices if the market doesn’t change
on its own.

Although the sales market is slow-
ing, there is still significant action in
the rental market, which is particularly
brisk downtown and mid-town, accord-
ing to brokers.

Ground floors are in particularly
high demand for use by shopkeep-
ers, according to Phoenix real estate’s
Ko Htun Htun. “The market for rent-
ing apartments, condos and shops is
humming along,” he said. “But sales of
apartments and condos have slowed as
they are very expensive.”

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

Hong Kong police quell

WORLD 47

protests, arrest leaders
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Location is the main determinant
in the Yangon property game. No
one wants to spend half the morn-
ing stuck in traffic, but living in the
central areas comes at a price.

Sometimes it's worth it to move
a little out of town - the vastly bet-
ter deal you get can make it up for
it. It's a matter of preference, real-
ly. Commutes and lawn-front lem-
onade stands alike will suffer from
this week'’s location in South Okka-
lapa township, but it's much less of
a pity for the pocketbook.

This 2400-squre-foot-home has
three master bedrooms, two single
bedrooms, and the collection of
shrines, living rooms and kitchens
needed to hold a family.

Taming the wilds of South Okkalapa

The interior is painted in a light
golden colour, which is sure to be
divisive. House of the Week is per-
sonally a fan, but could see how
others may demur.

If your small business isn’t de-
pendant on too much foot traffic,
it's also a fine location to move
into commerce. There's more than
enough room for an office.

There's a full set of amenities,
including a generator - essential if
you're going to live in the wilds of
South Okkalapa. The home comes
fully furnished, so no need for any
additional shopping.

South Okkalapa is a little ways
from the action downtown, but this
is set to change in the years ahead

- so why not get ahead of the trend.
- Tin Yadanar Htun

Location : Mya Thida Housing,
Lane from Yadanar Rd,
South Okkalapa tsp
Price : $5000 per month
(negotiable)
Contact : Estate Myanmar
Real Estate Agency
Phone : 09-43118787

09-73114860
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One small s1p for
womankind

Italy’s first female astronaut brings espresso to space

A RUSSIAN Soyuz spacecraft car-
rying Italy’s first female astronaut
safely blasted off November 23 to be-
gin its journey to the International
Space Station.

Samantha

Cristoforetti  was

joined by Russian cosmonaut Anton
Shkaplerov and American astronaut
Terry Virts as the Soyuz TMA-15M
spacecraft launched from Russia’s
Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakh-
stan at 2101 GMT, the Russian space
agency Roscosmos said in a state-

ment.

“Soyuz safely in orbit, next stop
ISS,” NASA wrote in a tweet, while
live images of the launch showed
Virts giving the thumbs-up and smil-
ing.

Cristoforetti, Virts and Shka-
plerov were to dock around six hours
after taking off at the space station
where they are to live until May 2015.

Their voyage also means substan-
tial food supplies, with nearly half
a Kkilo of caviar in their baggage, as

A fish-eye view of blastoff from Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. Photo: AFP

well as an espresso machine.

“There will be 15 boxes of 30
grams each of caviar, but also apples,
oranges, tomatoes and 140 doses
of freeze-dried milk and black tea
without sugar,” a space station offi-
cial was quoted as saying by Russian
press agency TASS.

Astronauts on the station will
also finally be able to enjoy a decent
brew thanks to the 20-kilogram ma-
chine designed by famed Italian cof-
fee makers Lavazza and engineering
firm Argotec, which specialises in
making space food.

Cristoforetti, 37, who is also a cap-
tain in the Italian airforce, “will be
not only the first female astronaut
from Italy to go into space, but also
the very first astronaut in the history
of the conquest of space to savour an
authentic Italian espresso in orbit,”
the two companies said in a state-
ment.

In total 16 countries work on the
ISS, including Russia and the United
States, which finance most of its op-
eration. A team of astronauts is al-
ways aboard, with stays of up to six
months.

Launched into orbit in 1998, this
outpost and orbiting laboratory,
which cost US$500 billion to build,
saw its lifespan extended by another
four years by NASA. It’s now expect-
ed to remain in service until 2024.

NASA depends entirely on Rus-
sia to send its astronauts to the ISS,
which costs the United States $70
million per person in Soyuz rockets.

— AFP

From top, in spacesuits: The European Space Agency’s Samantha Cristoforetti,

NASA's Terry Virts and Anton Shkaplerov of the Russian Federal Space Agency

wave goodbye before launch. Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS
CO., LTD. a company organized under the laws of the Republic
of Korea and having its principal office at 129, Samsung-ro,
Yeongtong-gu, Suwon-si, Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea is the
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following trademarks:-

SAMSUNG

(Reg: No. IV/14764/2014)

ST

(Reg: No. IV/14765/2014)

The above two trademarks are in respect of: - “Mobile telephones;
digital cameras; portable media player; portable computers;
wireless headsets for mobile phones, smart phones and tablet
computers; rechargeable electric batteries; battery chargers; cases
for mobile phones, smart phones and tablet computers; flip covers
for mobile phones, smart phone and tablet computers; tablet
computers; television receivers; audio electronic components,
namely surround sound system; digital set-top boxes; DVD
players; light emitting diode displays; monitors, namely, computer,
television, video, and touchscreen monitors; 3D eye glasses;
computers; printers for computers; semiconductors; wearable
computer peripherals; wearable peripherals for computers,
cellphones, and mobile data receivers; wearable computers;
wearable mobile phones; smartphones in the shape of a watch;
mobile devices in the shape of watchband; memory card” - Class:9

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS CO., LTD.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 1% December, 2014

Namibia to cast Africa’s first e-ballot

NAMIBIA will vote in Africa’s first elec-
tronic ballot November 28, a general
election that will usher in a new presi-
dent and quotas to put more women in
government.

Opposition parties had launched an
11"™-hour challenge to the use of the In-
dian-made e-voting machines, claiming
the lack of a paper trail could open the
door to vote-rigging.

But the Windhoek High Court dis-
missed the application on November
26, leaving the door open for the elec-
tion to go ahead as planned.

Namibians will choose 96 members
of the national assembly and one of
nine presidential candidates, ranging
from the left-wing Economic Freedom
Fighters to the white-minority Republi-
can Party.

Around 1.2 million Namibians are
eligible to cast their ballots at nearly
4000 electronic voting stations across
the vast desert nation.

But there is only one likely winner.

Current Prime Minister Hage Gein-
gob of the ruling SWAPO party has run
on a platform of “peace, stability and
prosperity” and is sure to become the
new president.

The South West Africa People’s Or-
ganisation was forged from the embers
of the anti-colonial and anti-apartheid
struggle and has won every election
since Namibia’s independence from
South Africa in 1990.

“I was born SWAPO,” said Hosea, a
Windhoek student who vowed to vote
for the centre-left party of liberation.

According to pollsters, the party re-
mains hugely popular.

The question will be whether dis-
content over social and economic issues
will eat into SWAPO’s support, eroding
its 75 percent haul garnered in 2009.

Single mother of four Gredula
Nashima, 39, said she will vote for

SWAPO again this time, but wants to
see change.

Sitting in the dirt outside her zinc
panel shack by a pile of bones, she talks
about unemployment, poor housing
and a lack of electricity as she artfully
but violently butchers cows’ heads with
an axe.

Hacking and smashing at the skulls,
she renders the meat to small strips
that are hung on a clothesline to be
dried and sold, or made into “kapana” -
slices of grilled meat. The leftover bones
are sold to a fertiliser company.

“We want to see our leader, whoever
will be in the seat, to look at our living
conditions. Our roads are not tarred.
But we also want help for those who
have their own businesses,” she said.

Like many Namibians she remains
sceptical about opposition parties and
their motives.

“I don’t know their intentions and
their objectives. If I did know I would
be with them,” she said.

The opposition had called for the
election to be delayed until February.

But Windhoek High Court acting
judge Kobus Miller rejected their appli-
cation, saying he was not satisfied with
their case, although he conceded that
the voting process has two components:

‘We want to see our
leader, whoever
will be in the seat,
tolook at our living
conditions.’

Gredula Nashima
Butcher and single mother of four

voting and verification.

Like many of Africa’s liberation
movements, SWAPO has become a big-
tent party that spans the political spec-
trum and often seems more involved
with intra-party politics than voters.

Supporters say that allows for conti-
nuity, but critics say it brings stasis.

A recent Afrobarometer poll showed
nearly two-thirds of voters believe the
government is underperforming in job
creation, fighting corruption and im-
proving living standards for the poor.

Economic growth is forecast at
around 4 percent for this year, yet one
in four people is out of work, according
to the government’s narrow definition.

The economy remains dependent on
diamond and uranium mining,.

Party acolytes are widely seen hog-
ging government tenders and providing
“jobs for comrades”

Wealth inequalities are stark.

Adri van Tonder, an -elegantly
dressed no-nonsense Windhoek car
dealer, says business is great.

“It’s crazy; if dealers say it is not busy
then they are just being lazy.”

Van Tonder said she sells small cars
to people working in mining and other
industries, but top dollars come from
“people from the ministries” - the gov-
ernment elite who buy the sleekest Ger-
man sedans.

In a bid to be more in touch with
voters SWAPO has vowed to put half
of party and parliamentary posts in the
hands of women.

The party has launched a “zebra”
parliamentary list - one man, one wom-
an - to make sure half of parliamentar-
ians are women.

But facing a backlash from sitting
male MPs, parliament has also expand-
ed the number of seats to 96 under a
constitutional amendment.

— AFP
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Are selfies such a crime?
S Korea says ‘sometimes’

THAT selfie stick in your hand: harm-
less memory-maker, or a potentially
chaos-inducing electromagnetic radia-
tion emitter?

In South Korea, it seems, the answer
could be both - which is why last week
the Science Ministry announced that
anyone selling an unregistered version
could face a US$27,000 fine or up to
three years in prison.

Regulating the sale of these small,
articulated monopods designed for cell
phone-wielding photographers won’t
be easy, given their numbers.

South Koreans have embraced the
technology with a passion, turning sce-
nic spots into undulating fields of wav-
ing selfie sticks and grinning, upturned
faces.

The focus of the ministerial crack-
down are those models that come with
Bluetooth technology, allowing the user
to release the smartphone shutter re-
motely, rather than using a timer.

The problem, the ministry says, is
that such units are designated as com-
munications equipment given their use
of radio waves to provide a wireless
link between separate devices.

As such they have to be tested and
certified to ensure they don’t pose a dis-
ruption to other devices using the same
radio frequency.

Ministry officials admit the crack-
down is basically motivated by a techni-
cality, given that the weak, short-range
signals emitted by Bluetooth devices

are hardly likely to bring down a plane
or interfere with police frequencies.

“It’s not going to affect anything in
any meaningful way, but it is nonethe-
less a telecommunication device sub-
ject to regulation, and that means we
are obligated to crack down on uncerti-
fied ones,” an official at the ministry’s
Central Radio Management Office told
AFP.

Despite the harsh penalty on offer,
the “crackdown” appears to have been
relatively low-key, with no mass police
raids on unsuspecting selfie-stick ven-
dors. “The announcement last Friday
was really just to let people know that
they need to be careful about what they
sell,” said the official, who declined to
be identified.

“We’ve had a lot of calls from ven-
dors who think they might have been
unknowingly selling uncertified prod-
ucts,” he added.

South Korea is, in many ways, a
highly regulated society, and people are
generally used to a pervasive require-
ment for registration and certification.

Patrons of the country’s many Star-
bucks outlets, however, protested loud-
ly recently when it emerged that the
personal data they must provide to link
to the in-store wi-fi was not required of
foreigners.

Selfie-stick vendors in Seoul ap-
peared to be taking the ministry’s order
in their stride.

“I was told about the new regulation,

but the ones I sell are all certified, so
I haven't had any problems with the
police or anything,” said the owner of
a small Kiosk selling smartphone cases
and selfie sticks near a subway station
in Seoul’s Myeongdong tourist district.

“But I know some of the bigger sell-
ers had to get rid of some of their stock
which hadn’t been registered,” said the
owner who identified himself by his
surname, Lee.

Vendors in a busy area of Myeong-
dong say they can shift scores of selfie
sticks on a good day, but Lee said his
normal turnover was rarely more than
a dozen.

“Theyre not that profitable really.
There are so many around now that
you have to sell them cheap,” he said.

A basic model sells for as little as $5
and the Bluetooth-enabled versions go
for $25 and up.

“Selfie” was the Oxford Dictionaries’
word of the year in 2013, and the term
is believed to have been coined on an
Australian online forum in 2002.

South Koreans, however, claim a
much earlier coinage, with the equiva-
lent Korean term “sel-ca” - a combina-
tion of self and camera - having been in
wide use since the 1990s.

It was heavily popularised with the
rise of the K-pop scene whose stars
were taking and sharing snaps of them-
selves long before Ellen DeGeneres en-
gineered the ultimate celebrity-studded
selfie at the 2014 Oscars. — AFP
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Light House shines on
in Nay Py1 Taw

AUNG KYAW NYUNT
aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com

TELENOR Mpyanmar has opened
the doors of its first community in-
formation centre (CIC) in Nay Pyi
Taw’s Lewe township, the company
announced on November 20.

The Norwegian telco has been
working with ICT firm Myanmar In-
formation Development Organiza-
tion (MIDO) since June of this year
to roll out and operate 200 com-
munity information centres called
Light Houses.

The centres are meant to moti-
vate rural populations in Myanmar
to get online and use mobile ser-
vices, and to help make strides with
digital literacy among the country’s
schoolchildren, according to a press
release.

The two companies will bring
their next CIC to Yangon’s Dala
township.

“The Light Houses will be a
source of light for the communities
- to illuminate a path to easy ac-
cess to information and knowledge.

Each of the 200 centres will in time
provide a connection to the outside
world for rural communities that
traditionally have not had access to
connectivity or the masses of infor-
mation available online,” said MIDO
executive director U Nay Phone Latt
in a statement.

The telco said Telenor is taking
care of the CICs’ tech - equipment
and connectivity - while MIDO will
pick “local social entrepreneurs” to
head up the spaces.

Meanwhile, the two companies
have prepped entrepreneurs in
running the Light Houses, sustain-
ability and serving the centres’ con-
stituencies, according to the press
release.

“I believe that the Light Houses
can positively impact the devel-
opment process in Myanmar,” Ko
Thant Zin Tun, operator of the first
Light House, said in a statement.
“Moreover, I am positive that the
Light House will offer valuable sup-
port for example to youth and wom-
en who are trying to implement
their entrepreneurial dreams.”
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Nato fears Russian
attacks across Black Sea

NATO’s top military commander has
said he was “very concerned” that
Russia’s military build-up in the an-
nexed Crimean region could be used
as a launchpad for attacks across the
whole Black Sea region.

US General Philip Breedlove’s
comments last week came amid fears
in Kiev that Russian-backed rebels
will try to grab more land in eastern
Ukraine to establish a land corridor to
Crimea, which was annexed by Russia
in March.

“We are very concerned with the
militarisation of Crimea,” Mr Breed-
love said, following meetings with
Ukraine’s top political and military
leaders in Kiev.

“The capabilities that are being in-
stalled in Crimea ... are able to exert
influence over the entire Black Sea,” he
said, highlighting the influx of cruise
missiles and surface-to-air rockets.

Russia’s defence ministry said
November 26 that it had deployed a
batch of 14 military jets to Crimea as
part of a squadron of 30 that will be
stationed on the peninsula.

Philip Breedlove
US general

Mr Breedlove also repeated accusa-
tions that Russian troops were inside
east Ukraine “training, equipping,
giving backbone” to rebel forces, as
Ukraine’s military said several more
columns of military hardware and
troops were spotted crossing the bor-
der from Russia on November 25.

Moscow fiercely rejects any claims
that it is involved in the fighting in
east Ukraine but gives open political
backing to the rebels, who now boast
the heavy weaponry of a regular army.

Meanwhile, deadly clashes between
government forces and the separatists
continued throughout last week.

UKkraine’s new government stated
its desire to move toward NATO mem-
bership, triggering further ire from
Russia which strongly opposes the
expansion of Western institutions in
what it considers its backyard.

The  UKrainian public has
previously not been keen on NATO
membership but there has been a dra-
matic shift in opinion since Russia’s
involvement in the separatist uprising,

that has claimed the lives of more than
4300 people since April.

A recent poll found 51 percent of
Ukrainians now backed membership
of the alliance, up from 20 percent a
year ago.

Joining NATO remains a remote
possibility, however, since Ukraine
lacks secure borders and current
members are wary of further provok-
ing Russia.

Its ill-equipped army would also
need a radical overhaul to meet mem-
bership criteria, although Mr Breed-
love said the ongoing training of
UKkraine’s military was bringing them
closer to “NATO tactics, techniques
and procedures”.

Ukraine has unsuccessfully been
pushing the US to send weapons to
battle the separatist forces but Wash-
ington has only delivered non-lethal
military aid, such as night-vision gog-
gles and radio equipment.

On the ground in east Ukraine,
in the beleaguered rebel-held city
of Donetsk, life for ordinary people
grew harder as cash machines dried
up after Ukraine’s central bank gave
the order last week to shut down the
banking system in areas controlled by
the rebels.

An AFP journalist saw dozens of
people queue up outside banks in the
biting cold in the vain hope of with-
drawing money.

“We received the order to close
the establishment yesterday. There
are no more money transfers here,”
said Valery, a worker at state-run
Oschadbank.

The move was the latest step by
Kiev to cut off the separatist terri-
tories following a November 14 de-
cree by President Petro Poroshenko
to halt all state services including
schools and hospitals in the conflict
zone.

In a sign that the measures could
be starting to bite, Ukraine’s military
said the number of people leaving the
insurgent area over the past day in-
creased tenfold to 5677.

Russia on November 26 poured
cold water over a request from the
pro-Moscow rebels in east Ukraine for
a UN peacekeeping force.

Asked about the appeal, Russia’s Am-
bassador to the United Nations Vitaly
Churkin said, “I think it’s unlikely”

Leaders of the self-proclaimed
Donetsk People’s Republic called on
November 25 for “the intervention of a
peacekeeping force that includes Rus-
sian representatives to control the im-
plementation of existing agreements
and help resolve the humanitarian
and social situation”

Nearly half a million people have
been displaced in the fighting that
has raised East-West tensions to
their highest level since the end of
the Cold War. — AFP

questions during a press conference in Kiev on November 26. Photo: AFP

A police officer confronts a demonstrator on November 26 in Los
a Ferguson, Missouri, grand jury to not indict a white police offi
Violent protests and looting erupted in the US town of Ferguson
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Hopes raised by Ebola

RESEARCHERS moved closer to
developing an Ebola vaccine, it was
announced last week, with a Phase 1
trial showing promising results. But
it will be months at the earliest be-
fore it can be used in the field.

The news comes amid the worst
ever outbreak of the hemorrhagic
fever, which has Kkilled 5500 people
so far, mostly in West Africa.

Pharmaceutical companies and
health agencies scramble to fast-
track experimental drugs and vac-
cines that could help.

In the first phase of testing, all
20 healthy adults injected with
a higher or lower dose of the vac-
cine developed antibodies needed
to fight Ebola, said the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), which
conducted the study.

Results were published on No-
vember 26 in the New England
Journal of Medicine.

“The unprecedented scale of
the current Ebola outbreak in West
Africa has intensified efforts to de-
velop safe and effective vaccines,”
said Anthony Fauci, head of the

National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), which
is developing the vaccine alongside
GlaxoSmithKline.

The vaccines under development
“may play a role in bringing this
epidemic to an end and undoubt-
edly will be critically important in
preventing future large outbreaks”,
he noted.

“Based on these positive results
from the first human trial of this

Jeremy Farrar
Wellcome Trust director

candidate vaccine, we are continu-
ing our accelerated plan for larger
trials to determine if the vaccine is
efficacious in preventing Ebola in-
fection,” he added.

But the vaccine is still a long way
from being ready for use in the field.

The NIAID is “in active discus-
sions with Liberian officials and
other partners about next-stage vac-
cine testing in West Africa” for ef-
ficacy and safety, the NIH said, but
no announcement on larger-scale
trials was expected before early
next year.

There is no licensed treatment
or vaccine against the Ebola virus,
which is transmitted through bod-
ily fluids and has been fatal in an
estimated 70 percent of cases in the
current outbreak.

The volunteers were injected
starting in September, and each
showed a positive result for Ebola
antibodies in blood tests within
four weeks.

The 10 volunteers in the high-
er-dose group developed higher
antibody levels, the NTH said.
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Strain shows as Turkish president

condemns US ‘Imper

TURKISH President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan last week slammed US “im-
pertinence” on the Syrian conflict, ex-
posing the extent of strains between
Washington and Ankara days after his
key meeting with US Vice President
Joe Biden.

Ties between the the US and Tur-
key have soured in recent months
over the reluctance of Turkish leaders
to intervene militarily in the US-led
campaign against the Islamic State
jihadists, who have taken control of
swathes of Iraq and Syria.

In an indication of the tensions
that remain between the two NATO
allies, Mr Erdogan accused the US of
being “impertinent” for pressuring it
to help save the besieged Syrian town
of Kobane, which is within sight of the
Turkish border.

“Why is somebody coming to this
region from 12,000 kilometres away?”
Mr Erdogan said during an address to
a group of businesspeople in Ankara,
in a clear reference to the US.

“I want you to know that we are
against impertinence, recklessness
and endless demands,” he said.

Mr Biden had personally stung Mr
Erdogan in October by suggesting his
policies in supporting Islamist rebel
forces in Syria had helped encour-
age the rise of the IS militant group,
a slight that prompted Mr Erdogan
to warn his relationship with the US
number two could be “history”.

Washington is pressing Ankara
for the use of the Incirlik air base in
southern Turkey by US jets launching
assaults on IS.

But Turkey has refused to bow to
the pressure, setting several condi-
tions for playing a greater role in the
coalition.

“They looked on as the tyrant
[President Bashar] al-Assad massa-
cred 300,000 people. They remained
silent in the face of Assad’s barbarism
and now they are now staging a ‘con-
science show’ through Kobane,” Mr
Erdogan said.

'inence’ on Syria

“We will resolve our problems not
with the help of a ‘superior mind’ but
with the help of our people,” he said.

Mr Biden wrapped up a three-day
visit to Turkey on November 23 with-
out a breakthrough on military coop-
eration in the Syrian crisis.

But Mr Erdogan’s comments con-
trasted with the relatively upbeat as-
sessment of US officials that the meet-
ing with Mr Biden had brought closer
the two sides’ positions.

On November 25, Mr Erdogan ac-
cused the West of coming to the region
for “oil”.

“I'm always meeting with them but
it does not go any further than what I
say. They don’t have any sensitivities.
They have only one sensitivity: oil, oil,
oil” he said.

So far, Turkey’s sole contribution to
the coalition has been allowing a con-
tingent of Iraqi peshmerga Kurdish
fighters to transit Turkish soil to fight
IS militants for Kobane.

Angeles during demonstrations against a decision by
cer in the shooting of black teenager Michael Brown.
for a second day after the grand jury’s decision.

vaccline progress

In addition, two of the lower-
dose group and seven of the high-
er-dose group developed a kind of
immune cell called CD8 T cells,
which are an important part of the
body’s response against disease.

“We know from previous stud-
ies in non-human primates that
CD8 T cells played a crucial role
in protecting animals who got the
vaccine and then were exposed
to Ebola,” said researcher Julie
Ledgerwood, the trial’s principal
investigator.

None of the volunteers experi-
enced serious side effects within
the study period, though two had
a brief, mild fever within the 24
hours after the injection.

The vaccine uses a modified
chimpanzee cold virus to deliver
segments of genetic material from
the Ebola virus.

The genetic material cannot
spread in the body like the virus
does, but can still prompt the an-
tibody response.

The version tested at NIH con-
tains material from two species of

Ebola - the Zaire species, responsi-
ble for the outbreak in West Africa,
and another called Sudan Ebola.

“This work is encouraging and
another significant contribution to
efforts to tackle the Ebola crisis,”
said Dr Jeremy Farrar, director of
the Wellcome Trust.

The White House also congratu-
lated the vaccine researchers.

“We congratulate Drs Francis
Collins and Tony Fauci and their
teams at the National Institutes of
Health on the first published re-
sults from Phase 1 clinical trials of a
promising Ebola vaccine candidate,”
a White House statement said, add-
ing that President Barack Obama
would visit the NIH next week.

A second version of the vac-
cine, aimed at blocking just Zaire
Ebola, also began human testing
in October, at the University of
Maryland.

Another experimental vaccine
that has shown promising results
in primates is the Canadian VSV-
EBOV, licensed by a US firm.

— AFP

US Vice President Joe Biden and Orthodox Patriarch Bartholomew I greet during Mr Biden’s visit to the Church of
St. George in Istanbul, Turkey, on November 23. Photo AFP
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

NUCYNTA

Reg. No. 3293/2010

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Pharmaceutical preparations for the
treatment of Central Nervous System disorders including pain
and analgesia”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P.,, D.B.L

for Johnson & Johnson

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1 December 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Johnson & Johnson, a corporation organized and existing under
the laws of the State of New Jersey, U.S.A., of One Johnson &
Johnson Plaza, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 08933 U.S.A., is the
Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

PROLENE

Reg. No. 5611/2014

in respect of “Int’l Class 10: Needles, surgical sutures, ligatures
and surgical mesh”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., HG.P., D.B.L

for Johnson & Johnson

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1% December 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Johnson & Johnson, a corporation incorporated in the United
States of America, of One Johnson & Johnson Plaza, New
Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

RESOLOR

Reg. No. 2720/2010

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Pharmaceutical preparations,
medicines for human use”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., HG.P.,, D.B.L

for Johnson & Johnson

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1% December 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Johnson & Johnson, a corporation organized and existing under
the laws of the State of New Jersey, U.S.A., of One Johnson &
Johnson Plaza, New Brunswick, New Jersey, 08933 U.S.A., is the
Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

VICRYL

Reg. No. 5612/2014

in respect of “Int’l Class 10: Needles, surgical sutures, ligatures
and surgical mesh”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., HG.P., D.B.L

for Johnson & Johnson

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 1% December 2014
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Thai national police chief Somyot Poompanmoung (right) addresses reporters during a press conference at the Royal Thai
Police headquarters in Bangkok on November 25. Photo: AFP

Graft arrests reach 17

FIVE more civilians were arrested last
week as part of a major corruption
probe into a network of senior Thai
police officers, authorities, bringing
the total number of those caught up in
the scandal to 17.

The investigation, a rare move
against the kingdom’s powerholders,
has already led to the public downfall
of three senior officers who have been
charged under Thailand’s strict royal
defamation law.

Pongpat Chayapun, the head of
Thailand’s elite Central Investigation
Bureau, his deputy Kowit Vongrongrot
and marine police chief Boonsueb
Praithuen have all been accused by
Thai authorities of running a corrupt
patronage network that allegedly net-
ted them a fortune.

As well as facing a slew of bribery
and corruption allegations, the trio
have been charged under the king-
dom’s lese majeste law in which any-
one convicted of insulting the king,
queen, heir or regent faces up to 15
years in prison on each count.

Investigators accuse the three sen-
ior officers, who have been dismissed
from their posts, of making “false
claims” about the monarchy in order
to demand bribes.

National police spokesperson

Lieutenant General Prawut Thavorn-
siri said a further five civilians were
arrested on November 26 as part of
the widening probe.

“Based on our investigations we
have found that there are more people
making false claims about the monar-
chy to demand bribes, illegally detain
people and extort them,” he said.

None of the five people have yet
been charged under Thailand’s royal
defamation law.

“They are under interrogation and
if we find clear evidence we will add
lese majeste charges later,” Mr Prawut
said.

Prawutt Thavornsiri
National police spokeseperson

A total of seven police officers and
10 civilians have now been arrested
in the probe, which analysts say is
an attempt by the military junta to
strengthen their hold over police.
Twelve have been charged.

Generals took control of Thailand
in a May coup after months of street
protests.

The kingdom’s police have since
come under intense scrutiny with the
military purging dozens of top officers
seen as cosy with the elected former
government of Yingluck Shinawatra,
whose billionaire brother and former
premier Thaksin is an ex-policeman.

The police are unpopular with
Thais who bemoan routine bribe-
taking.

May’s coup was the latest chapter
in Thailand’s long-running political
conflict, which broadly pits a Bang-
kok-based middle class and royalist
elite, backed by parts of the military
and judiciary, against rural and work-
ing-class voters loyal to Mr Thaksin.

Both Thai and international media
must heavily self-censor when cover-
ing the country’s lese majeste rules.
Even repeating details of the charges
could mean breaking the law under
section 112 of Thailand’s criminal
code. — AFP

China blames Putin’s tiger
‘Ustin’ for goat massacre

AN endangered tiger set free in Rus-
sia has Kkilled 18 Chinese goats after
crossing the frontier, with Beijing’s
state media saying on November 26
that the animal had been freed by
President Vladimir Putin.

The Siberian tiger, believed to be
one named Ustin, created carnage
as it carried out repeated nighttime
raids on a farm on a border island,
the official Xinhua news agency
reported.

“Dead goats were everywhere,”
farmer Guo Yulin told Xinhua of
the scene which greeted him on the
morning on November 24.

Five goats were Killed on one night
and 13 on another, Xinhua said, add-
ing experts were blaming Ustin after
tiger footprints were found around
Mr Guo’s goat house and on the roof.

Xinhua said the tiger was one of
five big cats released into the wild by
Mr Putin in May.

But according to the Kremlin’s

website and multiple reports at the
time, Mr Putin only freed three tigers
Kuzya, Borya and Ilona.

Ustin and another feline, Svetlaya,
were set free in a separate location
in June, without the presence of the
Russian leader, who is known for his
outdoor stunts involving animals.

All five cubs had been found starv-
ing in the Russian taiga two years
ago, and were rescued, treated, and
taught to hunt before being released.

The island where the goat attacks
occurred, known as Bolshoi Ussuri-
ysky in Russian and Heixiazi in Chi-
nese, was the subject of a border dis-
pute between the two powers before
they agreed to divide it in 2004.

Relations between Beijing and
Moscow have warmed significantly
in recent years, with Russia turning
to its Asian neighbour as a trading
partner as the US and Europe have
enforced harsh sanctions over the cri-
sis in Ukraine.

Russia is a major exporter of raw
materials to China, often from the
Siberian region which is home to the
big cats, also known as Amur tigers.

Hundreds of them once roamed
the lush pine and oak forests of
Manchuria, but due to centuries of
poaching only a couple of dozen are
believed to still survive in China.

Listed as “endangered” by the In-
ternational Union for the Conserva-
tion of Nature’s Red List, they have
fared better in Russia, where more
than 400 still live, sometimes preying
on local bears.

Local authorities vowed to com-
pensate the farmer for his lost ani-
mals, Xinhua said, but added that
he was encouraged “to relocate his
goats or further reinforce the farm”
to avoid further attacks.

Meanwhile Mr Guo “is stressed
about the tiger and was busy clear-
ing the bodies of dead goats”, Xinhua
said. — AFP
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Thali elections to be
delayed until 2016

THAILAND’S junta have said that
elections in the military-ruled king-
dom would likely be delayed until
2016, days after military officials
ruled out lifting martial law any time
soon.

The admission will cause conster-
nation among the kingdom’s interna-
tional allies who had been pushing
for a swift return to democracy fol-
lowing the military’s takeover in May.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-
Cha had previously said his gov-
ernment hoped to hold fresh polls
around October 2015, once the draft-
ing of a new constitution was com-
pleted.

But on November 27 General Pra-
wit Wongsuwon, the deputy prime
minister and defence minister, said
a 2016 election date was now more
likely.

“We think so,” he told reporters
when asked if the poll would be held
in 2016.

“If the constitution is ready, the
election will be held by that time,” he
added.

Mr Prawit was speaking after Fi-
nance Minister Sommai Phasee gave
an interview to the BBC saying any
return to democracy was unrealistic
before mid-2016.

“As announced by the prime min-
ister, it would take about one year.
But, from my feeling, I think it may
take, maybe, a year and a half;’ he
told the British broadcaster.

Mr Sommai said he had spo-
ken as recently as the previous

week to General Prayut about the
feasibility of holding polls.

The confirmation from senior
government figures of a likely elec-
tion delay comes days after a junta
official told AFP martial law would
only be lifted when the country “has
peace and order”.

Martial law, imposed by the army
two days before the coup, bans politi-
cal gatherings, allows the detention
of dissidents for up to seven days
without charge, and permits trials in
a military court.

Junta chief and premier Mr Pr-
ayut , who was army chief when he
staged the May 22 coup, has said
the takeover was necessary to end
months of political unrest that left
nearly 30 people dead.

But critics accuse the military of
using the protests as an excuse for a
power grab. A council selected by the
junta is currently working on a raft of
reforms to be introduced before any
return to democracy, including a new
constitution.

The military say the changes are
needed to rid the kingdom of corrup-
tion and close the nation’s festering
political divide which has seen years
of street protests and military coups.

But critics dismiss the process as a
naked attempt to dilute the influence
of billionaire ex-premier Thaksin Shi-
nawatra who is adored by poor rural
voters, particularly in the north, but
loathed by much of the military es-
tablishment and the country’s Bang-
kok-based royalist elite. — AFP

Capital’s last working
elephant retires at 54

PHNOM Penh’s only working elephant
was blessed by a crowd of chanting
Buddhist monks last week as she pre-
pared for a life of comfortable jungle
retirement after three decades of giving
rides to tourists.

Sambo, a 54-year-old female, had
been a fixture at the Cambodian capi-
tal’s Wat Phnom temple since 1980.

She was forced to stop giving rides
in 2012 after suffering a foot infection
and after local officials accused her of
causing traffic jams.

Her owner and campaigners want-
ed to see her rewarded for years of loyal
service with a retirement away from
the blaring city, a wish that was even-
tually made possible by international
funding.

“Sambo is like a younger sister to
me,” owner Sin Sorn, 57, said during
a farewell ceremony for the elephant,
who was draped in a flower garland
and fed with fruit.

“I am getting old. So I decided she
needed to be with nature, I am going
to miss her very much,” Mr Sorn added.

Wild elephants left in Cambodia

Sambo, a 54-yer-od elphant, receives offerings of fruit during a farewell
ceremony at her owner’s home in Phnom Penh on November 25. Photo: AFP

Thanks to donations from support-
ers around the world and the United
States Agency for International Devel-
opment, Sambo will be transported to
the wilds of the northeastern province
of Mondulkiri early this month.

Sambo’s new home will be an eco-
tourism venture, run by conservation
group Elephant Livelihood Initiative
Environment (ELIE), where she will
roam free along with nine other
elephants.

“I think Sambo will enjoy her life
until she dies,” said Mr Sorn, who
has been with Sambo since his family

caught her out of the forests when the
elephant was aged about eight.

Jack Highwood, of ELIE, told re-
porters, “She’s lived in Phnom Penh
since 1980 ... and so to be able to get
out of the city and go back to live in the
forest, and also to go live with other el-
ephants, is very important.”

Cambodia is home to about 78 do-
mesticated elephants and 400 wild
elephants, according to Mr Highwood.

The Asian elephant is listed as
an endangered species by the Inter-
national Union for Conservation of
Nature. — AFP

DISCOVER WITH CONFIDENCE

Discovery is always in its element, whether it's crossing town or taking everyone beyond the city limits for a weekend of adventure.

Make an appointment for your test drive today, call +95 (0) 1 966 9036 or email
sales@landrovermyanmar.com

Capital Automotive Ltd

Mao. 3, Ward 12, Insein Road, Hlaing Township, Yangon, Myanmar

+95 (0) 1 966 9036 LandRoverMyanmar.com or visit us on facebook at

LandRoverMyanmariMM




44 World

THE MYANMAR TIMES DECEMBER 1-7, 2014

‘Mommy’ of land activists jailed aged 75

STREET-vendor-turned-rights activist
Nget Khun, known locally as “Mommy”,
is a leading figure in Cambodians’ fight
against forced evictions. Last week
it was reported she had been jailed
for a year on what her supporters call
“trumped-up charges”.

But the veteran campaigner refused
to be silenced. “Keep struggling to save
our home!” she told her daughter Eng
Sokha during a recent visit to prison,
where stress and loss of appetite are
taking their toll.

Activists say the sentencing of Mom-
my and several other women from her
Boeung Kak Lake community is the
latest wave of repression against land
rights activists.

This week the United Nations called
on the Cambodian authorities to stop
“judicial harassment for political pur-
poses” while European ambassadors
met with local authorities over the jail-
ings.

Eng Sokha
Activist's daughter

But for now, Mommy languishes in a
cell with two fellow activists.

“She is in prison but she has no fear;’
said Ms Sokha, an accounting student
who lives in the family’s modest wood-
en house alongside her seven siblings
and their children.

Mommy has been a constant pres-
ence at land protests in the capital
Phnom Penh. She has been hospitalised
for injuries during demonstrations and
was jailed for a month in 2012.

This time her crime was “obstruct-
ing traffic’ during a small protest
against the routine flooding her com-
munity suffers due to a huge real estate
project, headed by a close ally of the

premier.

Under authoritarian Prime Minister
Hun Sen, who has run Cambodia for
some 30 years, “powerful people have
bought the land, lakes, and mountains,”
Chan Soveth of the Cambodian Human
Rights and Development Association
(ADHOC) said.

Phil Robertson of Human Rights
Watch said Cambodia’s “Kleptocratic
ruling class” had taken over the land
of thousands of poor Cambodians - a
capitalist version of the mass expro-
priations under the Khmer Rouge re-
gime in the 1970s.

But if the Khmer Rouge abolished
land ownership in an ultimately dis-
astrous attempt to create a commu-
nist utopia, the current ruling elite
simply aims to control resources
from forest to farmland, activists and
NGOs claim.

Some 770,000 Cambodians, or six
percent of the population, have fallen
victim to eviction since 2000. Around
22 percent of the country’s land has
been confiscated, rights groups say.

The World Bank suspended new
loans in 2011 over the evictions and
a complaint is pending at the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) in The
Hague.

But three years on little has changed.
The prime Boeung Kak Lake site is lan-
guishing, with no sign of the promised
high-end development, while the flood-
waters Keep coming back.

The Chinese company backing the
project has pulled out and the current
developers could not be reached for
comment.

After a long battle, Mommy and
her family, along with 770 others,
were offered nearby plots of land as
compensation.

But Mommy’s family remains at
their Boeung Kak home as they say
they cannot afford to build a new
house on the plot they have been
given.

“We don’t have money to move our
house,” Ms Sokha said.

They are also still waiting to be given

T i
Land activist Nget Khun (centre), known as

the formal title to the new land as a pro-
tection against future evictions.

Other residents in Boeung Kak have
been offered nothing.

The once vibrant community’s prob-
lems began, she explained, when the
government leased Boeung Kak, a lake
vital to the city’s drainage, to Shukaku
Inc.

Shukaku is headed by Lao Meng
Khin, an influential senator who is close
to Hun Sen and one of the ruling Cam-
bodian People’s Party’s major donors.

In 2010, Shukaku began to pour
tons of sand into the lake, which then
flooded.

Mommy’s family refused an initial
offer of $8500 compensation from the
company, saying it was far below mar-
ket rate for the land and didn’t even
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Mommy, carries a placard during a protest in Phnom Penh on March 3. Photo: AFP

cover the cost of building her house.

“Back then they came both day and
night with armed men to threaten us to
leave the area,” Ms Sokha recalled.

Earlier this year some 3500 fami-
lies eventually accepted compensation
“at a fraction of the market rate”, ac-
cording to NGO Inclusive Develop-
ment. But nearly 1000 families still
refuse to move.

Sea Thuon, 38, a garment worker
with two young children, has been liv-
ing in squalor since the flooding began.
Earlier this month she and her family
slept in the street after rain inundated
their modest dwelling.

“The development of Boeung Kak
lake has caused us misery,” she said
as she watched her husband pumping
dirty floodwater out of their home.

According to Inclusive Development
the Boeung Kak evictions are the worst
mass expulsions in Cambodia since
the evacuation of Phnom Penh by the
Khmer Rouge.

For many residents like Mommy
their plight brings back traumatic
memories of the 1975-1979 regime,
when more than 2 million citizens were
forced from the cities in a bid to create
an agrarian utopia.

‘When Mommy returned to the capi-
tal after years in a labour camp at the
fall of the Khmer Rouge, she found her
house occupied by others.

Still mourning the disappearance of
their eldest son, her family eventually
settled by the Boeung Kak Lake in 2005.

It was a settlement that was to bring
little by way of security. — AFP

ORDER NOW

el

0l

o

SUBSCHUOCINOMGUN

FREE HOME DELIVERY

FREE DELIVERY in Yangor

W and

v and Mandal
928 or 253642

LA aEE e an s

MYANMARTIMES  Normally K 62,400 NOW K 49,000

Yangon:
: Mandalay:

EsndiEs  Normaly k39,000 Now K 29,000

(US dollar also acceptable at current rates)

379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Tsp.
: Bld (Sa/1), Man Mandalar Housing, Bet: 70 x 71 5t, Yan Myo Lone Qtr, Chan Aye Thar San Tsp.
i May Pyi Taw: No. 15/496, Yarza Htar Ni Road, Paung Laung 2 Qtr, Pyinmana. E

S Korea pays
$1m to 1970s
protestors

A SOUTH Korean appeals court last
week ordered the government to com-
pensate more than two dozen people,
who were detained in the 1970s on fab-
ricated subversion charges.

The Seoul high court set a collective
amount of 1.1 billion won (US$990,000)
to be shared between the 29 plaintiffs
who were among nearly 200 members
of a student youth movement inves-
tigated in 1974. They were accused of
working under the guidance of North
Koreato overthrow the government.

The vast majority were tried by mili-
tary courts and eight were executed,
while others were given prison terms of
between five and 20 years. The 29 were
never formally indicted but were held
without trial for months, during which
they were abused and tortured.

Following the end of military rule in
1987, the case was reviewed and in 2005
the National Intelligence Service (NIS)
concluded that the crackdown was po-
litically motivated and engineered by
former military strongman Park Chung-
Hee.

In 2009 and again in 2010, South
Korean courts acquitted all those in-
dicted of all charges and ruled that the
presidential decree that led to their ar-
rest was unconstitutional. The 29 filed
their suit in 2012 and it was originally
rejected by a lower court. — AFP
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A tradltlonal Saman dance is performed by 5057 male children and elders
belonging to the ethnic Gayo tribe during a ceremony in Gayo Lues in Indonesia’s
Aceh province on November 24. The traditional mass dance - involving rhythmic,
syncronised and alternating expressive movement of hands including the upper
body without breaking the tight kneeling line formation as they sing verses
incorporating religious messages - has been categorized in 2011 by UNESCO in
the list of intangible cultural heritage in need of urgent safeguarding.

China makes first move to
outlaw domestic violence

CHINA has drafted its first national
law against domestic violence, a move
hailed by activists as a step forward in a
country where abuse has long been side-
lined as a private matter.

The new law, published on No-
vember 26, formally defines domes-
tic violence for the first time and also
streamlines the process for obtaining
restraining orders - measures that anti-
domestic abuse groups have advocated
for years.

“Over the years, we've many times
felt powerless ourselves to help victims,”
said Hou Zhiming, a veteran women’s
rights advocate who heads the Maple
Women’s Psychological Counselling
Centre in Beijing.

“If this law is actually enacted, be-
cause the issuing of a draft means it
will now enter the law-making pro-
cess, we will be very pleased,” said Ms
Hou, whose centre is one of China’s

longest-running anti-domestic violence
organisations.

‘At the very least, there’s finally
movement on this law;” she said.

But advocates also say the draft law,
released by the Legislative Affairs Office
of China’s State Council, excludes un-
married and divorced couples and falls
short in some others areas.

Less than two decades ago, physi-
cal abuse was not even acceptable as
grounds for divorce in China. In 2001
the marriage law was amended to ex-
plicitly ban domestic violence for the
first time.

But without a legal definition of
the term, many victims - if they report
abuse at all - have been shuffled from
police to women’s federation to neigh-
bourhood committee, with authorities
reluctant to intervene unless serious in-
jury is involved.

Currently little protection is available

if a partner threatens violence against a
victim who tries to leave, advocates note,
as restraining orders are rarely issued
in China and shelters are nearly non-
existent.

Courts must rule on restraining or-
der requests within 48 hours, according
to the draft law, but if one is granted, the
victim must start a lawsuit within 30
days or it will lapse.

The draft law stipulates that police
must respond to reports of domestic
violence and that schools, hospitals and
other institutions may face “serious con-
sequences” for failing to report cases to
the authorities.

Nearly 40 percent of Chinese women
who are married or in a relationship
have experienced physical or sexual vio-
lence, the state-run China Daily news-
paper reported last week, citing new
figures from the All China Women’s
Federation. — AFP
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Aziende Chimiche Riunite Angelini Francesco A.C.R.A.F.
S.p.A. ( an Italian Joint Stock company) of Viale Amelia 70,
00181 Roma, ITALY, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

BENZIRIN

used in connection with:-’Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations;
sanitary preparations for medical purposes; dietetic substances adapted
for medical use, food for babies; plasters, materials for dressings;
material for stopping teeth, dental wax; disinfectants; preparations
for destroying vermin; fungicides, herbicides”.

A Declaration of Ownership of the said Mark has been
registered in the Office of the Sub-Registrar of Deeds and
Assurances, Yangon, being No. 4623/2005.

WARNING is hereby given that any fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark in any manner whatsoever
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L

for Aziende Chimiche Riunite Angelini
Francesco A.C.R.A.F. S.p.A.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm

Dated: 1% December 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that DING FONG FOOD CO., LTD.
a company organized under the laws of Thailand and having its
principal office at 63 Moo 9, Tambon Buengchamaor, Amphoe
Nongsuea, Pathumthani 12170 Thailand is the owner and sole
proprietor of the following trademark:-

8,

AR 3

/(\ T
j=deg

(Reg: Nos. 1V/13906/2014)

in respect of :- “Syrup for beverages, fruit juices, powder fruit
juices” — Class: 32

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for DING FONG FOOD CO., LTD.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416

Dated: 1% December, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that LG HOUSEHOLD & HEALTH
CARE LTD. a company organized under the laws of the Republic
of Korea and having its principal office at 58, Saemunan-ro,
Jongno-gu, Seoul, and Republic of Korea is the Owner and Sole
Proprietor of the following trademark:

ESSANCE

(Reg: Nos. IV/15788/2014)

in respect of: Cosmetics; skin milk lotions; perfumes; cleansing
creams; shampoos; hair rinses; hair essence in the nature of
perfumed oils for hair; sunscreen lotions; nail polish; nail
decolorants; mask pack for cosmetic purposes; cosmetic soaps;
massage cream; body lotions; bath gels; shower gels; massage
oil; cosmetic nourishing creams; enamel for manicure; varnish-
removing preparations; cosmetic bath powder; perfumed powder;
hair lotions; body creams; skin cleansing foams; skin cleansing
lotions; body cleanser; eye shadows; lipsticks”- Class: 3

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for LG HOUSEHOLD & HEALTH CARE LTD.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416

Dated: 1% December, 2014
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Student leaders arrested as
police clear street protesters

HONG Kong police arrested Joshua
Wong and another student protest
leader on November 26 as authori-
ties forcibly cleared part of a main
road blocked for two months by a
pro-democracy sit-in.

Scuffles broke out as police wear-
ing helmets and brandishing batons
moved in to protect workers, when
crowds surged forward to try to stop
them tearing down road barricades
in MongKkok district.

The operation went ahead a day
after more than 100 demonstrators
were arrested as authorities cleared
another section of the Mongkok
protest camp.

Hundreds of police quickly
pushed protesters back, and re-
moved wooden and metal barri-
cades, tents and other obstructions
along a 500-metre (1640 foot)stretch
of Nathan Road.

Around two hours after the op-
eration started, only a handful of
protesters remained at the edge of
the former protest site.

The movement’s student leaders
Wong and Lester Shum were arrest-
ed at the scene, according to a group
called Scholarism and the Hong
Kong Federation of Students.

It was not immediately clear why
they were detained.

Tensions were running high af-
ter scuffles the previous day when
police used pepper spray on pro-
testers at the site, the scene of
some of the most violent clashes
since the sit-ins began at three
separate locations in the city on
September 28.

Kelvin Ng
Demonstrator

Uighur
scholar’s
puplls tried

SEVEN students of prominent Uighur
scholar ITham Tohti have been tried
in secret for separatism, a lawyer said
last week, days after the professor lost
his appeal against a life sentence for
the same offence.

The hearings were held in two
closed-door sessions in the Xinjiang
regional capital Urumgqi on November
25, said Li Fangping, one of Mr Tohti’s
lawyers.

The trials come during a harsh
crackdown on dissent by China’s rul-
ing Communist Party under President
Xi Jinping, in which scores of activists,
lawyers, academics and journalists
have been jailed.

Six of the students are from the
mostly-Muslim Uighur minority while
one is a member of China’s Yi minor-
ity, the state-run Global Times newspa-
per reported.

A verdict is expected at a later date,
added the lawyer, who declined to say
whether he represented any of the
defendants.

Mr Tohti, 45, had been an outspo-
ken critic of China’s policies toward

“If we lose here, we won’t lose
heart. We can go somewhere else [to
occupy]. It doesn’t need to be here,”
Kelvin Ng, 21, said.

Demonstrators are demanding
fully free elections for the leadership
of the semi-autonomous southern
Chinese city in 2017.

Police said they arrested 116 peo-
ple, including a 14-year-old boy, after
the November 25 clashes, and 20 po-
lice officers were injured.

They also detained a television
news crew member who was cover-
ing the operation, the Hong Kong
Journalists Association said, con-
demning the arrest.

The November 26 clearance was
the third since Hong Kong’s high
court, responding to petitions from
a building owner and public trans-
port operators, granted injunctions
ordering the operations.

“Please obey the injunction, leave

A pro-democracy protester wears protective gearin the Mongkok district of Hong Kong on November 26. Photo: AFP

immediately,” a court bailiff told the
crowd before the operation began.

Civilian workers wearing “I love
HK” T-shirts and red baseball caps
then began removing barricades
blocking the road but protesters re-
mained defiant.

“I won’t leave. It [the sit-in] has
been illegal from day one with or
without the court order,” said one
demonstrator, wearing a yellow hel-
met and a mask, who refused to give
his name.

The demonstrators are protesting
against China’s restrictions on who
will be allowed to stand in the 2017
election for the city’s chief executive.

Critics say this will guarantee the
election of a pro-Beijing candidate.

The protests on a few occasions
drew tens of thousands of people
onto the streets.

But the crowds have dwindled
markedly in recent weeks as the

Uighurs in their homeland of Xin-
jiang, which has been hit by a wave
of violence which the government
blames on separatist groups.

He was sentenced to life in prison
in September for “separatism”, a ver-
dict that international rights groups
as well as the US and European Union
have criticised as politically motivated.

Xinjiang authorities rejected his
appeal last week.

Several of Mr Tohti’s students were
paraded on state television earlier this
year to deliver “confessions” on their
work with the professor on his bilin-
gual website, Uighur Online.

Authorities allege Mr Tohti used
the site “as a platform to recruit and
manipulate others into spreading ru-
mours, distorting and hyping issues
to create conflicts, spread separatist
thinking, incite ethnic hatred and ad-
vocate Xinjiang independence’, the
Global Times reported.

The students could face five to 15
years in prison, the newspaper said,
citing Mr Li. — AFP

movement has struggled to main-
tain momentum and commuters
have grown weary of transport dis-
ruptions.

The Hong Kong Federation of
Students, which has led the protests,
said it was considering the next step.

“The path of communication has
run its course. If the government con-
tinues to resort to collusion with the
police, unscrupulously going against
the tide, then we can only take the
next step of action,” it said on its Face-
book page without elaborating.

Demonstrators clashed with po-
lice in Mongkok last month after
protesters tried to reclaim part of
a camp which had been cleared by
authorities.

Officers at that time used batons
and pepper spray against protesters
who shielded themselves with um-
brellas, but police were eventually
forced into a partial retreat. — AFP
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: MYANIUATER 14

L WaTTH
THE biggest names in the water and
wastewater industry will be in Yangon for
the 2nd Edition of MYANWATER Exhibiticn
to  showcase the [test equipment,
services and innovations In water supply,
sewerage & sanitation, filtration, industrial
wastewater treatment and management
when it opens from 4-6 December 2014 at
the new Myanmar Event Park, Yangon,

Cwer 150 exhibiting companies from
20 countries including Pavilions from
China, Chinese Talpel, India, Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand are all set to
welcome  you  to  explore  business
opportunities and examine solutions and
expertise to meet the increasing demand
for quality and cost effective solutions in
water management.

“The MYANWATER ‘14 Expo is a ‘must
attend' event for those in the municipality
water and sanitation services, construc-
tion, hotels/restaurants, food & drinks
manufacturing & processing,  bottled
water industry, chemical/electronics and
oil & gas industry. It is where they can see
all the latest technology and innovations
and get the best solutions and price]
according to Darren Siow, Vice President
of AMB Events Group which is based in
Malaysia. “We are very pleased to bring a

YANGON TO HOST MYANMAR'’S BIGGEST
INTERNATIONAL WATER AND WASTEWATER
TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION

record number of world's leading water
technology companies including Pavilions
from China, India, Japan, Malaysia,
Singapore, Taiwan and Thailand”

MYANWATER 14 {www.myanwater.org)
- Myanmar's Biggest International Water &
Wastewater Technology Exhibition s
supported by the Singapore Water
Association, Japan Sewerage Works
Association, Talwan  Drinking Water
Association and will feature over 120
brand and companies such as Agru,
Hitachi Zosen, Torishima, Kubota, Tsurumd,
Xylem, Sulzer, TS5 Tokyo Water, Shimadzu
and major Myanmar companies including
Authentic CouLtd, Best Star Water Tank, 1)
Pun, Kaba Kyaw, Sew Zin May and Han
Sein Thant.

MYANWATER14 is co-located with
MYANBUILDY 14 Myanmar’s Biggest
International Building & Construction
Show and MYANENERGY™ 14 - Myanmar's
Premier International Power & Electrical

Engineering Show and provide a‘one-stop’

solutions centre for all your building
services and M&E needs. It is also a perfect
opportunity  to  look  for  business
opportunities as  many  international
exhibitors are looking for agents In
Myanmar.

Admission ta MYANWATER14 is FREE
for persons over 18 years of age, For more
infa, contact Ms Tawe Dar at
tawedambexpo.com or tel; 09250371296

CELEBRITY

PROFESSIONAL

Shouldn't every woman be a wellwoman ?

Intelligent nutrition
with all must have nutrients
for better
health, vitality &
wellbeing,

Just one tablet daily after main meal

wellwoman

original

Aackwhed & Diatriiited m Miynmaas By

VIMAL COMPANY LIMITED
Tol ; (95-1) 24126@, 243557, 245112, 245113, 372264

(25-2) 34892, 36561
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TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Mewah Brands (S) Pte Ltd, a company organized under the laws
of Singapore, carrying on business as manufacturer and merchant
and having its principal office at No.5 International Business Park,
#05-00 Mewah Building, Singapore 609914 is the owner and sole
proprietor of the following Trademark:-

A

Myanmar Registration Number 4/6301/2013
Used in respect of:-

Rice; coffee; tea; cocoa; tapioca; sago; artificial coffee; flour and
preparations made from cereals; bread; pastry and confectionery;
ices; honey; treacle; yeast; baking-powder; salt; mustard; vinegar;
sauces (condiments); spices; biscuits; pasta; mayonnaise; spaghetti;
tomato sauce. (International Class 30)

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers @seasiren.com.mm
(For. Allen & Gledhill LLP,
Attorneys at Law, Singapore)
Dated. 1t December, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Dairy Farming Promotion
Organization of Thailand a company organized under the laws
of Thailand and having its principal office at No. 160 Mittraphap
Road, Mittraphap Sub-district, Muak lek District, Saraburi,
18180, Thailand is the owner and sole proprietor of the following

trademarks:-
i

ﬂw-mnfﬁ“

(Reg: Nos. 1V/11018/2014)

Ohﬂ\sﬂ Dajg Yo
& A
& 2

since 1962
(Reg: Nos. 1V/11019/2014)

s

(Reg: Nos. 1V/11020/2014)

The above three trademarks are in respect of :-
“Milk, Dairy Product” — Class: 29

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for Dairy Farming Promotion Organization of Thailand
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416

Dated: 1% December, 2014
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An Afghan woman buys silk yarn from a shop in Herat on August 6. Photo AFP

Women neglected in bid
for Taliban peace deal

AFGHANISTAN must not sacrifice
women’s rights to secure peace with
the Taliban as US-led NATO troops
pull out, the Oxfam aid group said
last week, revealing that not a single
woman has taken part in talks with
the militants since 2005.

The call came the day after about
50 people were Kkilled and 60 others
wounded when a suicide blast ripped
through crowds at a volleyball game
in the east of the country, underlining
the challenges facing Afghanistan as
national security forces take over from
NATO troops.

It was also a week since prominent
MP Shukria Barakzai narrowly es-
caped death in a suicide attack on her
car in the latest evidence of the dan-
gers that women face in the country.

Oxfam said in a report titled “Be-
hind Closed Doors” that more than 20
sessions of exploratory talks between
Taliban insurgents, the Afghan gov-
ernment and the international com-
munity since 2005 have not involved
a single woman.

“There are fears that women’s
rights may be bargained away amid ef-
forts to reach a peace settlement,” the
report said.

“Negotiations and peace talks to
date have taken place predominantly
behind closed doors and without
women’s knowledge, input or

nvolvement.

“All parties must recognise that it
is only peace efforts that include and

protect women that have any chance
of succeeding in the long term.”

Improving women’s rights after the
cruelties of the Taliban’s 1996-2001
rule has been a central aim of the
international development program
that has spent billion of dollars in
Afghanistan.

But the conservative Muslim coun-
try remains a strictly patriarchal so-
ciety, with women enduring routine
discrimination and violence.

Under the Taliban regime, women
were banned from having a job and
were not allowed outside the home
unless wearing a burqga and accompa-
nied by a man. Education for girls was
also outlawed.

President Ashraf Ghani, who came
to power in September, has said he
wants talks with the Taliban insur-
gents, and he has also stressed that
he will work to bolster the status of
women.

Oxfam report

Many activists fear that limited
progress for women’s rights made
since 2001 could be lost in the search
for a settlement with the Taliban, who
have inflicted heavy casualties on Af-
ghan police and soldiers this year.

“With new peace talks just around
the corner, it’s time for the Afghan
government and their Western allies
to once again champion women’s lead-
ing role in Afghanistan’s future,” Ox-
fam country director John Watt said.

The report said that the new gov-
ernment was likely to work toward a
formal political process with the Tali-
ban and it warned that the price of
peace must not be women’s rights.

“Certain rights may prove dispen-
sable, in what are likely to be hard-
fought and protracted efforts to reach
a peace agreement,” it said.

Hamid Karzai, president from
2001-2014, began preliminary talks
with the Taliban but they collapsed ac-
rimoniously last year in a diplomatic
dispute over the militants’ office in
Doha, Qatar.

The Afghan constitution guaran-
tees women equality, the right to work
and the right to education, but legisla-
tion such as the flagship 2009 Elimi-
nation of Violence Against Women law
has been poorly implemented.

NATO combat operations will fin-
ish at the end of this year, with a train-
ing and support mission taking over
in 2015.

— AFP

Japanese man sues all-female university

A YOUNG Japanese man who was
rejected by an all-women university
where he wanted to study nutrition is
suing the college over alleged gender
discrimination.

In what is believed to be the first
case in Japan challenging the consti-
tutionality of a publicly run women’s
university, the man is seeking a ruling
that would allow him to take an en-
trance exam at Fukuoka Women'’s Uni-
versity, the Asahi Shimbun reported
on November 26.

“Not allowing men to take the
exam violates Article 14 of the con-
stitution which proclaims equal-
ity before the law,” said the man, who
was not identified in the report. He
also wants 500,000 yen (US$4200)
compensation.

Kyodo News cited his lawyer as
saying, “In the past, women’s universi-
ties had the role of giving preferential

treatment to women who had fewer
opportunities for education, but that
role is no longer necessary.”

Earlier in November, the plaintiff
applied to the department of food and
health sciences at the university for a
course that would result in a dietitian’s
licence, a nationally recognised quali-
fication, the reports said.

Fukuoka Women’s University was
the only public institution in the area
to offer the course, and the young man
could not afford to apply to a private
college, the Asahi reported.

A university official declined to
comment on the specific case, but add-
ed, “Generally speaking if we receive
an application from a man we refuse
to accept it”

“We have 91 years of history as
a women’s university with the mis-
sion of educating the next generation
of female leaders, and this remains

unchanged to this day;” the spokesper-
son said.

The university’s website shows
the majority of professors who teach
there are male, as is the institution’s
president.

An education ministry official in
charge of university entrance exami-
nations said, “Each university has the
right to set exam conditions and es-
tablish goals for the kind of education
they offer.”

Japan’s record on gender equality
is not good, with its highly educated
women vastly underemployed, amid
charges of entrenched and institution-
alised sexism.

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has
made raising the profile of women in
the workforce a key part of his wider
bid, dubbed Abenomics, to revive the
world’s number-three economy.

— AFP
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KATHMANDU

‘World’s biggest’ animal sacrifice begins

HINDU devotees were last week pre-
paring for the world’s largest animal
sacrifice festival which was due to
begin in a remote corner of Nepal on
November 28.

Thousands of animals were ex-
pected to be Kkilled in the two-day
Gadhimai festival, despite protests
by animal rights activists who say the
butchering of animals ranging from
buffaloes to rats in the village of Bari-
yapur amounts to mass cruelty.

The festival, which takes place
every five years, sees hundreds of
thousands of worshippers from In-
dia and Nepal flock to Bariyapur’s
temple in the hope of appeasing the
Hindu goddess of power.

An estimated 300,000 animals, in-
cluding chickens, ducks, pigeons and
pigs, had their heads chopped off or
throats slit during the last festival in
2009, making it the world’s biggest sac-
rifice of animals at any one site.

According to legend, the first sac-
rifices in Bariyapur were conducted
several centuries ago when the Hindu
goddess Gadhimai appeared to a pris-
oner in a dream and asked him to es-
tablish a temple to her.

When he awoke, his shackles had
fallen open and he was able to leave
the prison and build the temple, where
he sacrificed animals to give thanks.

The practice of ritual sacrifice has a
long history in the conservative, large-
ly Hindu Himalayan nation.

“There are people who say we
shouldn’t sacrifice animals, but we have
our beliefs,” Gopal Adhikari, a 36-year-
old civil servant who is offering up a

goat to be slaughtered this year said.

“I had asked Gadhimai to help
solve property complications of my
family and she granted my wish” at a
previous festival.

Local priest Mangal Chaudhary,
who says he is the 10tk generation of
his family to serve at the temple, says
the number of devotees is increasing.

“We don’t force anyone to sacri-
fice ... People come of their own free
will,” Mr Chaudhary said.

But activists say organisers’ main
motivation is making money, accusing
them of increasing the number of sac-
rifices so they can sell the meat.

“There is nothing spiritual or re-
ligious about this. It is all a money
game,” Gauri Maulekhi, from India’s
People for Animals group said.

Unlicensed traders and pilgrims
who cross the porous border are
responsible for supplying some 70
percent of the buffaloes sacrificed,
according to temple authorities.

Around 70 people have been arrest-
ed and 1410 animals seized by Indian
authorities since the court’s decision
in October, according to local police.

While some locals say the festival is
an integral part of their history, others
say it is a source of distress.

Pawan Kumar Byayut, who lives in
the neighbouring village of Kalaiya,
said it was a “disturbing experience”

“The grounds are bloody after the
sacrifice. The air carries a strange
stench, I can smell it even from my
home ... it gets difficult to breathe,” he
said.

Gopal Adhikari, who also lives

A devotee slaughters a buffalo as an offering in Bariyapur village, Nepal, on November 24, 2009. Photo: AFP

in Kalaiya, acknowledged that pools
of blood could be seen around the
temple but said, “It doesn’t affect the
people, we are used to it here” Mr Adhi-
kari, will himself join in the sacrifice.

A campaign to ban the festival has
attracted support from British actress
Joanna Lumley and French movie leg-

end Brigitte Bardot.

Rights activists have taken up posi-
tions along parts of the border in an at-
tempttodissuade worshippers crossing
over. But the activists have themselves
been accused of trampling over
tradition.

“I am not in favour of the random

slaughter of animals but we have to
be sensitive to the historical and cul-
tural aspects” of the festival, Subhash
Ghimire, editor in chief of Republica
newspaper, said.

“I have never seen such an outcry for
Thanksgiving. Why is the reaction so
different?” — AFP
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HERE'’S an awful smell in taxidermist U Baw Than’s workplace. Mounted on
shelves and walls are a variety of stuffed specimens, including a squirrel, a bear, a
kangaroo, a deer head and several species of birds. On the worktable sits a large,
pale-yellow lion.

The female feline recently died of ill health at Yangon Zoological Garden, and
the smell was coming from the box in which its bones had been preserved. U Baw Than
seemed inured to the foul odour as he confined his attention to putting the finishing touches
on his most recent work of taxidermy.

“I need to finish stuffing an animal within three days of its death. Otherwise its fur slowly
comes off,” U Baw Than said.

The countdown has always been the challenge during the 40 years that U Baw Than
has worked for the zoo. No one else in Myanmar shares the depth of his knowledge about
taxidermy or has shown such dedication to this profession that makes a quiet yet important
contribution to the nation’s public institutions and education.

When he began to practise his art at the age of 18, he used knives to skin the dead animal;
sunlight to dry the skin; iron bars, sawdust and rags for mounting; and shoe needles to sew
it all together. He still uses these old methods and materials. There’s been no development
due to lack of technical and financial help.

But poverty of equipment has not hindered U Baw Than from doing his best. Examples of
his handiwork - a lion, a tiger, a giraffe, a zebra, a five-decade-old pangolin and an orangutan
- are on display at the Natural History Museum on the zoo’s premises. The museum has a
collection of 77 stuffed mammals, birds and reptiles crammed into glass cases.

“I need the right tools to save a lot of elbow grease,” he said. “When an animal dies in the
700, it’s sent to my department. If it is rare and has beautiful fur or feathers, I immediately
take the skin off and prepare it to stuff, mount and sew.”

If it is a lion, tiger or deer, it isn’t much trouble to get the job done in three or four days
with the help of his three pupils. But it’s too much like hard work if a giant mammal like a
giraffe dies.

“Without sleep, we have to skin and stuff it night and day;” he said. “I can take time to fix
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artificial eyes and colour the figure later.”

Except for elephants, the zoo stuffs every animal that dies when the skin and coat are in
good condition, and are not marred by sores or bald patches due to ill health.

“The elephant is too heavy to carry, and we don’t have any machine to skin it or any
method to stuff it,” U Baw Than said.

During the four decades of his career at the zoo, his work has never been promoted as an
art. He has never been sent abroad for further training or to visit the workshops of other
experts.

“It’s just a process of trial and error,” he said, explaining how he learned his craft.

U Baw Than contrasted his situation to that of taxidermists in different countries.
Elsewhere, craftsmen have electric motors to thin the skin and chemical substances
to varnish it. Mannequins of all kinds of animals and heads are available to be
dressed for lifelike results.

“The skin is like a light fabric when it is thinned by a motor. They just
stretch and sew the skin over [the model] so they have an exact copy of the
animal as it appeared in the wild,” he said. “They can take a month or much
longer to stuff an animal. Since I don’t have such modern methods and
equipment, I have to rush before the fur is damaged.”

In the past, teachers from university zoology departments brought -
students to learn taxidermy under him, but this practise was no
longer encouraged when those teachers retired from work.

As taxidermy requires perseverance, artistry and a hobby-like & '
love of the work, it is hard for U Baw Than to find an apprentice
to whom he can pass his skills. Apart from the three pupils who
are zoo staff and have been helping him for years, he has not
found anybody keen to learn. f

“The art fails to attract because we still lag far behind
other taxidermists in using modern methods,” he said. “The
art is very valuable. If there is no taxidermy in Myanmar,
all the rare animals that live in our zoos will be buried
when they die, and no record will be left for the public

to learn from.”
Because he is the only taxidermy
expert in Myanmar,
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It is little wonder that there is a lack of taxidermists, as U Baw Than was the only pupil of the
deceased artist U Hla Shwe, who learned the art in India. 1)

In 1966, a foreign Christian missionary came to Taunggyi in Shan State. He was skilled
at taxidermy and loved Myanmar’s native birds. He wanted to bring these birds to his home e a rn rO m '
country, and he asked the Forestry Department for permission to do so.

The department granted his request on the condition that he teach the art to a local forester.

He agreed. The student was U Hla Sein, who then went to India with the missionary to study the - -
o U Baw Than, taxidermist

“When [U Hla Sein] returned from India, he started to practise taxidermy and opened
museums in Taunggyi and Pyin Oo Lwin,” U Baw Than said.

One day, U Hla Sein’s masterpieces were found by officials from the zoology department, and
he was employed to work in Yangon’s Natural History Museum, which was founded in 1964. Back
then there were no stuffed animals on display.

“When U Hla Sein arrived at Yangon Zoo, I was 18 years old. My father was part of the staff at
the zoo and wanted me to study under him,” he said.

U Baw Than started helping him as an apprentice, and when he saw the way U Hla Sein
prepared an animal and gave it a posture that was true to life, it prompted him to acquire deeper
knowledge.

“The first animal that I stuffed was a parakeet. I did my best but it was painfully disfigured.
But I was pleased to see the finished model,” he said.

He learned by his mistakes, trying various means until he achieved the desired results.

“I enjoy each process of taxidermy;” he said, “but seeing the finished piece is my most
enjoyable time. If the animal that I stuffed is beautiful and has the correct figure, I feel very
pleased.”

U Baw Than is indispensable to the zoos in Myanmar, but the artist who often deals with
nauseating smells earns just K200,000 a month - no real motive for his long service. For him, the
impact of his work is satisfying enough.

“You will see a stuffed orangutan in the museum, but you will no longer see a living
orangutan in the zoo,” he said. “Only the taxidermist can express a history of those animals in an
artistic way. That’s why I take pride in my work.”

he is often
invited to
stuff animals at
the zoo in Nay Pyi Taw
and Mandalay.
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Prisoner for a day
at Suvarnabhumi Airport

A Myanmar journalist on her way to Germany finds herself terminally frustrated by the
unhelpful attitudes of airline representatives in Bangkok

NYEIN EI EIl HTWE
nyeineieihtwe23(@gmail.com

HE Thai immigration
official at Suvarnabhumi
Airport in Bangkok
indicated that everyone in
my group should board the
plane - everyone, that is, except for
one person.
Unfortunately, that one person
was me.
I was part of a group of nine
Myanmar journalists who had
been invited to attend a workshop
on elections and human rights,
organised by Die Tageszeitung
newspaper in Berlin, Germany, from
October 25 to November 3.
‘We had left Yangon on the
morning of Friday, October 24,
and flown to Bangkok, where we
were meant to transit to a flight to
Amsterdam and then to Berlin.
‘We had all been given Schengen

visas for

travel in
Europe. The

problem was,

everyone else in the group had visas
dated October 24, but for some
reason mine had been designated as
starting on October 25.

Thai immigration therefore would
not allow me to board the plane
because I would arrive in Europe one
day earlier than my visa allowed.

The other journalists boarded
the KLLM plane and left for Europe.
Once I was alone, I was told by an

airport staff member that Bangkok
Airways, with whom we had flown
from Yangon, would help me change
my flight.

I walked 30 minutes through the
airport to reach the Bangkok Airways
ticket counter. While I waited for
someone to help me, I sent an email
to the workshop organisers in Berlin
explaining my situation.

and then she disappeared for another
half-hour. When she returned, she
said I could not possibly board a
flight to Europe until after midnight
because of my visa.

She suggested that the best course
of action, given my current situation,
would be to return to Yangon. She
added that I might be arrested by
Thai airport police if I did not return

| THAILAND ATRPORT

RECEPTION

A

A
woman from
Bangkok Airways
finally arrived. She looked at
my tickets, told me to wait and
disappeared for about 30 minutes.
When she returned, she apologised
and said she could not help me. She
suggested that I contact KLM to
arrange a new flight to Amsterdam.

I called KLM. After 30 minutes
on the phone with them, I was told
that the flight on the following day
(Saturday) was full, and the route
was not offered on Sundays. On top
of that, all KLLM ticket counters were
closed on weekends.

After I hung up the phone, I asked
the woman from Bangkok Airways
how her airline could help me. She
said she would talk to her supervisor,
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home that day.

I was surprised by her strange
words and explained that I was
not visiting Thailand, but merely
transiting at the airport, so there was
no reason for me to be arrested.

The Bangkok Airways woman
then told me not to leave
Suvarnabhumi, but said all food and
lodging expenses accrued during my
involuntary airport residency would
be my own responsibility. I said I
understood. Frustrated, I left the
ticket counter to take a walk around
the airport.

I checked my email about an
hour later. The German organisers
had sent me a message saying that
they had bought me a new ticket on
Malaysia Airlines that would fly to
Germany via Malaysia.

Unfortunately, boarding had
already started for the flight, and it
would take me 20 minutes to reach
the terminal even if I ran.

Once again I appealed to Bangkok
Airways for assistance, and once
again they proved completely useless.

I asked if they could call Malaysia
Airlines and tell them to hold the
plane for a few minutes. Instead,

a Bangkok Airways staff member
launched into a long-winded
explanation about how they could not
allow me to board any flight leaving
Thailand that night because they
could be blamed if anything went
wrong.

Exasperated, I left the ineffectual
ticket counter behind and ran for the
Malaysia Airlines gate. Unfortunately,
my luggage remained in the clutches
of Bangkok Airways, but there was
nothing I could do about that now.

I reached the gate and went to
the ticket counter. They said I had to
pay a fee of US$120 to get my ticket.
As I was taking the money out of my
purse, two staff members informed
me that I was already too late - the
door to the plane had been closed and
no one else could board.

Yes, that’s right - it was the second
flight I had been denied that day.

Downhearted, I dragged my feet
to the nearest Wi-Fi access point and
sent another email to Germany. They
responded immediately, encouraging
me not to be depressed and asking
that I check my email every 10
minutes while they made plans for
yet another flight.

Hungry and thirsty from running
here and there, I found a place to eat
dinner. Checking my email, I saw that
another flight had been arranged on
Turkish Airlines, this one leaving at
11:45pm and stopping at Istanbul on
the way to Berlin.

An online ticket had been sent
to my email. I saved the ticket on
my memory stick and went to the
Turkish Airlines counter. The Thai
woman there subjected me to a long
interrogation: What was the purpose
of my trip? Did I have an invitation
letter from the organisation? Where
was my return ticket? Did I have life
insurance? Where would I be staying
in Berlin?

She then asked me to step aside
and wait while she helped the two
passengers behind me. Then she
told me her airline did not want to
download the ticket from my memory
stick.

1 left the counter and found a place
where I could print documents from
my memory stick. I had to wait 20
minutes because the person staffing the
counter was busy talking on the phone.
When she put my memory stick in her
computer, she said she could not find to
file for the airline tickets. I had to find
it for her, and I had to pay 30 baht ($1)
for the printouts.

I went to the Turkish Airlines
check-in counter and showed my
ticket. They asked for my return
ticket, explaining that they would not
allow me to board with only a one-
way ticket to Berlin.

At that point my anger overflowed.
I glared at the Thai woman and told
her to stop asking foolish questions. I
said I would file a complaint against

STRANGERS IN

her if I missed the flight. I demanded
to talk to her superior.

She called her supervisor with
whom she had a brief conversation in
Thai language. Then she gave me my
boarding pass, but made it clear that
she did so reluctantly.

I left her behind as quickly as
I could and ran to the terminal to
board the plane. The flight took off
only moments after I boarded.

The flight to Berlin took more
than 10 hours, but after the traumatic
12 hours I had spent at Suvarnabhumi
Airport, I was unable to sleep at all. I
spent the entire time going back and
forth in my mind between feeling
angry at nearly every airline official
I had encountered at the airport,
and blaming myself for my lack of
confidence in dealing with such
unhelpful people. - Translation by
Thae Thae Htwe and Thiri Min Htun

|
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STRANGE LANDS

SHWE YEE SAW MYINT
poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com

ISITING a foreign country
can be fun, exciting and
rewarding, but it can also
put travellers in a position
where they are vulnerable
to being cheated by dishonest locals.

I have been to several countries in
Asia, but it took a trip to Europe for
me to experience what it feels like to be
targeted by one of these scam artists.

It all started when I became the sole
journalist from Myanmar to get invited
to the 45" World Conference on Lung
Health, scheduled to held in Barcelona,
Spain, from October 28 to November 1.

I was also asked to arrive a few
days early to participate in a three-
day media training seminar. I jumped
at the chance.

I was worried about the long
journey from Myanmar to Spain, but
my family gave me good advice on
how to avoid missing my connecting
flights in Bangkok and Frankfurt.

I made it to Barcelona just fine. On
the first couple of days I woke very
early because I was still operating

on Yangon time. The weather was
pleasant, and every morning from my
hotel window I could see young locals
out exercising on foot, on bicycles and
on skates.

I learned a lot from the experts
who led the three-day training
seminar. For lunch each day I went
to a Chinese restaurant near the
conference hall because I could
not stomach the bread and cheese
supplied by the organiser.

Aside from my lunchtime
excursions, I never strayed too far from
the hotel by myself because I wanted
to avoid dangerous situations. I missed
Myanmar food and speaking my own
language, but otherwise everything
went smoothly during the training.

But things took a turn for the
worse on the first day of the World
Conference on Lung Health, which
was held at the same venue as the
training seminar.

On that day, I was sitting on a
bench outside the conference hall
with Sheila from the Philippines.

It was 10am, and we were taking
photographs while we waited for
the start of a seminar on child

tuberculosis. I had two bags with
me - one for my laptop and another
for everything else - and Sheila had
one bag.

Suddenly a local man on a bicycle
stopped nearby and called out to
me, indicating that he needed help
of some kind. When I approached,
he spoke to me in words I could not
understand. Then Sheila came over
and also tried to talk to the man.

He suddenly stopped talking and
pedalled away on his bicycle. At that
same moment, we remembered we
had left our bags on the bench, but
in that brief time two of them had
already been stolen. The only thing
left behind was my laptop bag.

We called security at the
conference hall, but they said they
couldn’t do anything because the
incident had occurred outside the
building. They called the police for us,
who told us to go to the nearest police
station and file a report.

No one at the station spoke good
English, so we had to wait until 5pm
for a translator to arrive. Still, the
report was written in Spanish. I was
given a copy to take to my embassy,

am city:

i Afraveller's

because among many other things
that were in my stolen bag, I had lost
my passport.

The problem was that Myanmar
has no embassy in Spain. The nearest
one is in Paris, France, more than
1000 Kkilometres (620 miles) away. At
the same time, I could not fly back to
Myanmar without my passport.

I was able to contact the Myanmar
embassy in Paris by telephone. They
told me not to worry, that I could
travel by train from Spain to France
without a passport. Once in Paris,
they would issue a new passport so I
could return to Yangon.

The embassy in Paris helped
relieve my fears, but because of this
incident I ended up missing most
of the World Conference on Lung
Health.

I also felt bad for Sheila, who lost
most of her money when her bag
was stolen. The Philippine embassy
also cancelled her travel documents,
so she was unable to follow her
plan to travel to Paris after the
conference, despite the fact that she
had already spent money on flights
and hotel bookings. She had to stay

fravalls In
pDICKpOCket

haven

Barcelona

in Barcelona during the time she was
supposed to go to Paris.

Barcelona is well known for its
food, drink and exciting nightlife,
but it has also been identified on
the World Nomads website as the
“pickpocket capital of the world”.

“The crooks [in Barcelona] often
work in groups, preying on distracted
and disoriented tourists. One hand
captures your attention while the
other rifles through your bag,” the
website says.

The security men at the conference
hall said our incident was the fourth
such problem reported during the
conference. Although they could not
help us, their eyes showed that they
felt sorry about what had happened.
Maybe they realised that while I had
expected to have a happy time in
Barcelona, the episode had ruined my
impression of the city.

Being victimised by European
thieves also taught me a valuable
lesson: Always research your travel
destination ahead of time so you
know what to look out for, and
always be very careful with your bags
whenever and wherever you travel.
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\Vianaalay
headmaster
leads by
example

Charismatic educator says
English skills and critical thinking
create good citizens

STUART ALAN BECKER
stuart.beckerdgmail.com

NYONE who attends

the morning assembly

at Basic Education High

School 31 on 58" Street

in Mandalay’s Chan
Mya Tharsi township will notice
something strange: The students are
actually happy to be there.

Standing in the sunny courtyard
with 3120 students aged five to 15,
headmaster U Than Nyo invites a
group of students to join him on the
stage.

He asks questions in English,
and the students answer in kind
illustrating to the assembly the
importance that the headmaster
places on English skills.

“English is very important for
every person,” U Than Nyo told
The Myanmar Times in a recent
interview.

“When the government sent me to
Singapore in 2006, it was to attend
a ‘leaders in education’ program. If
I want to improve my life, and if my
country wants to improve our lives,
we must know how to speak English.”

A clean-cut man, U Than Nyo is
popular with students and teachers
alike at the school.

“Here we must lead by example.
The first example is the headmaster,”
he said. “When I was young I wanted
to be a good teacher. Now my dream
has come true.”

U Than Nyo, 57, is the fourth of
seven children in a family of farmers
from the village of Pin Kying in Pin
Le Bu township, northern Sagaing
Region. He grew up among the Katu
and Kanan people who live in the
hills near his home village.

His own educational journey was

marked by fine teachers who helped
him on his way. His first school was in
Pin Kying, where a teacher named U
Kyaw Sein made a big impression.

In middle school, a teacher
named U Tin Too contributed to his
knowledge.

“He taught me the history of
Myanmar,” U Than Nyo said.

When he passed fourth standard,
he moved to another school in
the same township where another
teacher, U Thein Aung, helped and
encouraged him.

When he was 14 years old and in
eighth standard, U Than Nyo joined
the Academy for the Development of
National Groups (ADNG), located on
the banks of the Ayeyarwady River
near the town of Sagaing.

“That school gave me a lot of
knowledge and habits. They treated
me as their own son,” he said.

After four years he obtained a
matriculation certificate and was
appointed assistant primary school
teacher. He worked in a number of
small villages, progressing along
the way to primary teacher, junior
teacher and then senior teacher
before becoming the principal of a
middle school in Pin Le Bu District.

In 2007 he transferred to
Mandalay where he lived and worked
at BEMS 21 until he was promoted to
high school principal and reassigned
to Kyaukse from 2011 to 2013.

Last year, U Than Nyo arrived at
BEHS 31. Since then the school has
transformed.

One of 34 schools in Chan Mya
Tharsi township, BEHS 31 stands
out, according to township education
officers U Soe Myint and U Aung
Kyeeg, both of whom joined the
discussion during the visit by The
Myanmar Times.

-

U Than Nyo chats with students at Basic Education High School 31 Chan Mya Tharsi in Mandalay. Photo: Stuart Alan Becker
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'The most
important songs
we sing are
s0Ngs about
nature. | open
their minds o
critical thinking,
not learning by
rote. We show
the stuaents a
good road by
reading and
speaking with
each other

U Than Nyo
BEHS 31 Chan Mya Tharsi

“I see this man as an outstanding
principal,” said U Aung Kyeeg.

On a budget of only K16 million
(US$16,000) a year, U Than Nyo
makes BEHS 31 shine using donations
to the school’s board of trustees from
local businesspeople.

The chair of that board, U Soe
Naing, praised U Than Nyo for his
leadership in improving the school’s
main gate.

“The trustees help find people to
donate,” he said.

Another example of U Than Nyo’s
ability to stretch the budget as far
as possible with support from local
businesses is a new building with
a downstairs assembly hall capable
of holding up to 400 students. The
concrete is freshly in place and the
smell of the new paint lingers in the

ir.

“I have been a teacher for 37 years
and I'm happy because of my pupils,”
U Than Nyo said. “I'm not rich by
money, but I'm rich by spirit and I'm
very satisfied in my life.”

And whether the students are
impoverished or wealthy, U Than Nyo
treats them all the same.

“Poor or rich, we don’t
discriminate. We educate them to
be brave and honest, and to be good
citizens,” he said.

As he grows older, the students
who put the biggest smile on his face
are kindergarteners because he sees
the introduction of critical thinking
at an early age as making a big
difference in their lives.

“I give them good ideas. When
we have spare time on weekends
and holidays, we take the students
to Mandalay Hill or Sagaing Hill and
explain things to them like natural
resources, including the Ayeyarwady
River,” he said.

[

“The most important songs we
sing are songs about nature. I open
their minds to critical thinking,
not learning by rote. We show the
students a good road by reading
and speaking with each other, and
through excursions and school
activities.”

His sincerity is evident as he
speaks about the students and the
school.

“I want them to be brave. I want
them to be good citizens. I want them
to become successful persons in their
respective lives,” he said.

“I teach them to love my country,
my motherland. When I do that
at morning assemblies, discipline
is systematic. Everybody sings our
national song with their heart and
soul.”

U Than Nyo also stresses other
core values, such as love of mother
and father, and love of school.

The trips to places like
Mandalay Hill allow the students
to learn about the history of their
homeland.

“I give them lectures and
experiences outside their school,” he
said.

U Than Nyo sees the human
resource of young students as the key
to the future of Myanmar.

“We have plenty of natural
resources but we are not great yet
in economics. We must change
the human resource, the ability
and the quality, the physical and
mental tendency toward good
nature, to become a beautiful
heart,” he said.

“I do this for my country. This is
my duty. Teachers are very important
to develop my country. If the teachers
have good nature, students will have
good nature.”

National Orchestra celebrates diplomatic relations between Myanmar and Japan

NANDAR AUNG
nandaraung.mcm(@gmail.com

THE Myanmar National Symphony
Orchestra will perform alongside two
classical musicians from Japan at
the National Theatre in Yangon on
December 2.

The concert is part of a series
of cultural events being held this
year to mark the 60" anniversary
of diplomatic relations between
Myanmar and Japan.

The Japanese musicians
performing at the concert are
conductor, composer and cellist
Yunosuke Yamamoto and his pianist
wife Kyoko Koyama. They have been
in Myanmar since March, during
which time they have held four
10-day training workshops with
the Myanmar National Symphony
Orchestra.

“I had lots of difficulties while
giving lessons to the Myanmar
orchestra, but I have enjoyed the

moments when the players suddenly
improved,” Mr Yamamoto said.

Mr Yamamoto’s father, who is also
a conductor and composer, is also no
stranger to Myanmar, having written
the music for the 1985 remake of the
1956 film Burma no Tategoto (The
Burmese Harp).

The Myanmar National Symphony
Orchestra was founded in 2001 and
consists of more than 60 musicians
who are trained to perform Western
classical music.

“The orchestra has not captured
the attention of Myanmar audiences,
especially young people, so this
concert will help introduce the
orchestra to the public,” said U Toe
Kyaw, director of Myanmar Radio and
Television’s music division.

“It is such a pleasure for our
orchestra to cooperate with the two
Japanese musicians, and the concert
will promote friendly relations
between our two countries.”

He said the orchestra plans to

hold another concert next year with
the aim of bringing classical music to
local audiences.
This week’s concert will be
more than two hours long and
will consist of at least 10 songs,
including some well-known classic
songs of Myanmar; pop tunes such
as “Yaung Pae Sue”, “Shwe O Zi” and
“Latti”; remixed classical songs; and
international movie theme songs.
The concert is free and will be
broadcast live on MRTV-4.



www.mmtimes.com

the pulse 55

Myanmar hosts ASEAN
Disabled Art Festival

LWIN MAR HTUN
lwinmarhtun.mcm@gmail.com

THE Myanmar Disabled Organisation
will host the ASEAN Disabled Art
Festival in Yangon and Nay Pyi Taw
from December 3to 7.

U Aung Ko Myint, the festival’s
operation director, said the aim of the
event was to “showcase the artistic
abilities of disabled people for the
public”

“Some people think disabled people
can’t do the things that a normal
person can do, so we want this festival
to change their perceptions,” he said.

“It’s possible that a new star will
emerge from this festival, because

—

Some people
think disabled
people can't do
the things that a
normal person

can do’

U Aung Ko Myint
Festival operation director

anyone can be a star, whether they’re
disabled or not. The participants in this
festival can be happy with their efforts
and their artistic creations.”

U Aung Ko Myint said the
organisation held the Myanmar
Disabled Art Festival in October
2013, but this time they are inviting
participation from the 10 ASEAN
member countries.

“The biggest problem for us while
arranging the festival was making
contact with people in other countries,
so there were some delays,” he said.

The festival will showcase various
art forms, including street dancing,
singing, Myanmar traditional dancing,
Myanmar traditional orchestra and
wheelchair dancing.

“We also created some short films
and documentaries about disabled
people, which we directed ourselves.
‘We will also screen these at the festival,”
U Aung Ko Myint said.

The opening ceremony will take
place at the Myanmar International
Convention Centre in Nay Pyi Taw on
December 3 from 6pm to 10pm.

The main events will be held at
Minder Ground on Myoma Kyaung
Road in Yangon from December 5 to 7,
from 3pm to 11pm daily.

Free tickets for the festival can be
collected at the following locations:
Kyeemyindaing School for the Blind
(Pann Pin Gyi Street, Kyeemyindaing
township), Myanmar Disabled
Organisation (17 Tharyar Aye Street,
Mayangone township), Shwe Min Thar
Foundation (Room B/104, 797 Bogyoke
Street, Lanmadaw township) and
Happy Zone Playground (People’s Park).

Whartsén

ART

Nov 22-Dec 2 “The Miniature the Beauty.”
Work by UThet Nyunt and U Maung
Maung Thein (Pathein), River Ayeyarwaddy
Gallery, 134 35" Street, middle block,
Kyauktada, 9am-5pm

Nov 22-Dec 13 “Renovation Plan." Work
by artist Kaung Su, TS1 Gallery, between
Lanthit Jetty and Kaing Dan Jetty No 1, Oo
Pa Sa Street, Seikkan, 10am-5pm

Dec 34 "From Myanmar With Love!"
Photography collection by Maria Verli, Union
Bar and Grill, 42 Strand Road, 5:30-8pm

Dec 2-7 "4 Degree Celsius"by four artists,
Min Thit Kyi, Ye Man, Ye Hnaung and
Banyar Lwin, Gallery 65, 65, Yaw Min Gyi
Road, 10am-6pm

FILM

Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Top Royal,
Shae Shaung (1, 2) and Nay PyiTaw
cinemas are 10am, noon, 2pm, 4pm, 6pm
and 8pm.

Start times at Junction Square and Maw
Tin are 10am, Tpm and 4pm daily, and 7pm
and 9:30pm on Friday and Saturday.

Start times at Mingalar San Pya are
10am, 12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and
9:30pm.

DECEMBER 1 -7

Got an event?
List it in What's On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

Nay PyiTaw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
The Hunger Games: Mockingjay (Part 1).
Directed by Francis Lawrence. Katniss
destroys the games and goes to District 13.
Big Hero 6. Directed by Don Hall. A
robotics prodigy falls into a criminal plot.
Fury. Directed by David Aye. AWorld War Il
flick starring Brad Pitt.

Mingalar Cinema 1, near Thein Gyi Zay,
Latha

Happy New Year. Directed by Farah
Khan. An Indian caper in which a team of
“losers” carry off a diamond heist.
Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 2,
Myinigone

Big Hero 6.

Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda
Road, Kyauktada

Ouija. Directed by Stiles White. This
American supernatural horror film will
scare the pants off of you.

Happy New Year.

Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
Sifu vs Vampire. Directed by Daniel Chan.
A Hong Kong comedy horror film following
the wacky hi-jinks of old MrVampire.
Junction Mawtin, Lanmadaw

Sifu vs Vampire.

Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw

Ouija.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay (Part 1).

MUSIC

Sept 5-Dec 31 Live Music. Thiripyitsaya Sky
Bistro, 20" Floor, Sakura Tower, 7-10pm
Dec 1 Monday Blues. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya
Road, Bahan, 9:30-11:30pm

Dec 2 Myanmar National Symphony
Orchestra Concert 2014. The orchestra
performs with Japanese musicians at the
National Theatre, Myoma Kyaung Road,
Dagon, 6pm

Dec 3 Live Music, 50" Street Bar, 9/13 50"
Street, Botahtaung, 8pm

MISC

Dec 1 World AIDS Day event. Health
discussions, performances and plays from
local organisations. Excel Tower, 1-5pm.
Free entrance. For more information
contact 660-948 or 664-952.

Dec 2 Gallery conversation and drinks.
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street,
Kyaukada, 7pm-late

Dec 4 Tipsy Travel Talk Thursdays. Discuss
alternative travel in Myanmar over drinks.
Off the Beaten Track Café, Kandawgyi Oo
Yin Kabar, Kandawgyi Park, Mingalar Taung
Nyunt
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Myanmar Convention Center
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MYANMAR INT'L WOOD PROCESSING EXHIBITION

MYANMARWOOD

I ' IARDWARE&
B NBUILDING MATERIALS

MYANMAR FAIR FOR HARDWARF & AU DVNG MATERIALS

For the first 500 visitors dally

i, MYANLIGHTING 2014
The No.1 Expo to
Build Up Your Business Possibilities :

260 Booths, 5 International Pavilions, 13 Countries
Showcasing professional suppliers from across the globe

www.myanmar-expo.com
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Landscape in Kayin State. Photo: Yu Yu

The legends of dreamy Mawlamyine

Mon and Kayin states prove fertile ground for stories and folktales whose contradictory
versions only enhance their appeal, writes Catherine Trautwein

OME cities - to paraphrase

American poet Walt

Whitman - are so much

story to the square inch.

So it is with Mawlamyine,
where the histories locals told me
were rich with drama and colour.

Like a composite Scheherazade, the
Mon State capital’s sites spun tales of
ancient kings, religious martyrs, even
sparks flying at an old pagoda on the
top of the town.

‘While most seemed rooted in
religious doctrine and tradition,
sometimes the truth of the related
tales proved as malleable as the oldest
and best fairytales, unimpeded by
reality or dry and dusty fact.

My first morning in Mawlamyine
was spent outside the city proper. A
half-hour drive took my travelling
partner and me to Win Sein Taw Ya,
the home of a statue trumpeted as
the world’s largest reclining Buddha
image. Our guide - a monk looking fly
in his maroon robes with a toothpick
gripped between his teeth - picked
us up in a comfortable white sedan
and drove through short switchbacks

to the statue. Inside, he spoke in
Myanmar language but didn’t seem
to be explaining much, judging by the
reaction of my local companions.

Instead, the Buddha’s innards
furnished a narrative. One hundred
and eighty-two rooms feature scenes
from the Buddha’s life and other
religious stories. Most captivating
were depictions of Buddhist hell.
Gory, fire-and-brimstone tableaus
depict bare-chested women and
men stewing in hot coals, gruesome
demonic pincers gouging out a man’s
eyes, and a horned demon tending a
cauldron full of screaming people. In
a strangely modern twist, one figure
wears jean shorts.

The afternoon took a lighter
turn back at our accommodations
in Mawlamyine. Cinderella Hotel,
well known among those who seek
inexpensive respite, is an unofficially
Disney-fied resort. Service was not
only impeccable but also whimsical:
the bell hops wore white gloves,
my complimentary European-style
breakfast (two eggs sunnyside up,
sausage, French fries and a few

veggies) was plated in the shape of a
smile, and a waiter taught us how to
fold our napkins into “tuxedos”

Our stay was a dream - but even
in fairytales some characters tell a
different side of the story. In the hotel
guestbook, we noted a sprawling two-
page handwritten spread: “Because
of the family-type environment and
atmosphere, I started teasing with
fellow workers ... I have heard very
degrading bad rumour about me from
all female workers, and spreading
dishonouring words,” wrote Dan,
evidently an unhappy guest at the
hotel. “They called [me] ‘HNAR BUU
[womanizer],” he wrote.

“I truly need clean, sincere apology
from all female workers,” Dan
concluded. One wonders what kind of
teasing he engaged in.

That same friendly, attentive
staff gave us a map and helpful
recommendations on which local sites
to visit.

Our first destination: the top of
the city, and a vague point at its peak
called “the vista”, which was to offer
gorgeous views of the town below.

Volunteers decorate a wire tree with fresh flowers at U Nar Auk Monastery. Photo: Yu Yu

We tramped up Wut Kyi Phayar

Street, aiming for higher ground.

At Upper Main Road, we crossed

and found ourselves at the foot of

a forlorn, overgrown staircase with
wide steps and an aura of having
been there forever. We started up, and
surprised two paramours cuddling in
the privacy of a corner. Offering our
apologies, we continued on and to the
left, past religious monuments and a
hill monastery where young monks
played soccer.

Always we were looking for “the
vista” until we came to a place so
beautiful I didn’t care if we'd come
upon it or not.

Kyaik Tha Lan is supposed to be
Rudyard Kipling’s “old Moulmein
Pagoda, lookin’ lazy at the sea” In that
poem the imperial bard explains that
there’s a Burmese girl a’settin on the
pagoda’s steps, and he knows she’s
thinking of him.

To me, that line now seems
presumptuous. The Mon pagoda
- first constructed in the year 875
under King Mupti Raja and rising 45
metres (150 feet) tall - offers visitors
a breathtaking view of Mawlamyine
and the Thanlwin River, a view that
only gets more gorgeous when the
sun starts to yawn, spraying pink and
blue light out from the horizon.

Reality does invade this dreamy
picture, though, when visitors realise
that an integral part of the view - a
large, neat collection of buildings
on the right-hand side - is a prison
complex built under the British.

Sunsets are something of a
specialty in Mawlamyine. After
another spectacular one over the river
the following evening, we found our
way to a Shia mosque in town whose
turrets glowed green against the
darkening sKky.

Having introduced ourselves to
the Muslim women standing outside
the door, we were quickly invited in
for biryani. The worshippers were
preparing for the remembrance of
Ashura, the day the grandson of the
prophet Muhammad was Killed along
with a small band of comrades in the
Battle of Karbala.

We entered the mosque just before
the men had finished worship. The
group, comprising mostly teenagers,
joined us from behind a partition and
admirably contained their surprise at
the presence of strangers.

They guarded their expressions
with less success after one man, who

seemed to be “Dad” to at least a few
of them, embarked on an expansive
explanation about the holiday. He
told us about the history of the battle,
the deaths of the martyrs (neither
children nor the elderly were spared)
and the mosque’s decorations. As he
spoke, the teens smiled in a way that
indicated we weren’t the first to hear
this man deliver a monologue.

We left with instructions from
those gathered on how to participate
in Ashura in downtown Yangon, an
event we later attended that saw
Shia Muslims self-flagellate, lashing
themselves with blades.

The next day in Mawlamyine, we
ventured across the border to Kayin
State and Hpa-an, and stopped at a
monastery donated by U Nar Auk.
Inside the gates of the compound are
small palace-like structures, some of
which have interiors that glitter with
what remains of gold leaf and shining
stones inlaid throughout. The effect
is one of having stumbled into a well-
kept but very old pagoda, which isn’t
far off from the truth; one particular
structure’s origins date back at least
100 years.

That pagoda plays home to
two companion but different-sized
Buddha statues made of teak and
skinned in gold. Their story was
variously revealed to us by guides,
monks and our taxi driver. The man
at the front door of the house said the
statues were each made from a trunk
of teak, but a monk told us a more
emotional story: The Buddhas were
meant to represent the donor and
his brother, and were made from the
same teak tree.

That tale didn’t hold up for long,
though, as an English-speaking guide
pointed out that the two statues were
meant to represent the monastery’s
donor and his wife - or the previous
and current Buddha, according to
another source. We never did quite
nail down the whole truth.

The best storytellers know
the truth can be overrated. More
important might be the feeling
stories evoke - and in Mawlamyine,
what resonated was the kindness of
the people we met across pagodas,
mosques, temples, shrines, churches
and hotels.

Though I won’t be submitting the
histories I heard on the trip to any
definitive guides of the city, you might
catch me retelling them again and
again - embellished every time.
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PARIS

Koons ‘knew

nothing’

PASCALE MOLLARD-CHENEBENOIT

E may be the highest-

selling artist alive, but on

his first day at art school

Jeff Koons had a crushing

realisation: He “knew
nothing” about the world he was
about to join.

Today likened to pop art icon Andy
Warhol, the now-59-year-old Koons
was lucky to survive the bolt that hit
him as a 17-year-old newcomer to the
Maryland Institute College of Art.

“We went on a bus to see a great
cubism collection. I didn’t know who
Cézanne was, who Matisse was ... I
didn’t grow up with that background,”
the US mega-artist said ahead of a
retrospective opening in Paris on
November 26.

“When I was 17, I realised that I
knew nothing about art.”

The Pennsylvania-born Koons had
been taking drawing lessons since
the tender age of five, and as a young
teen was already copying works by
the old masters, proudly displayed
in the window of his father’s home
decoration store.

But that did not stop the budding
artist feeling utterly belittled by the
history of art with a capital A.

“I survived that day but I think
that a lot of people never survive that
moment,” he said. “They become lost.
They feel like it’s already too late for
them to ever participate.”

Koons did more than survive;
he went on to smash world auction
records when his “Balloon Dog
(Orange)” sold last year for US$58.4
million - the most money for any
work by a living artist and the most
for a contemporary sculpture.

His fame extends beyond the art
world, hitting the headlines for his
colourful personal life and association
with celebrities such as Lady Gaga,
who made his art a centrepiece of her
most recent album launch.

about art

For three years in the early 1990s,
he was married to Ilona Staller, a
former Italian lawmaker and porn
star widely known by her stage name
Cicciolina, who once offered to have
sex with now executed Iraqi dictator
Saddam Hussein to avert the first
Gulf War.

It was this marriage that provided
the inspiration for Koons’ most
controversial work, “Made in Heaven”,
a graphic depiction of the couple
having sex that sparked outrage.

Keenly aware of his tricky first
brush with high art, Koons says he
wants to make his art “accessible
through the experience of it ... which
does not intimidate”

“Not necessarily that I want my
work to be popular but accessible,”
explained the artist, today rivalled
only by Britain’s Damien Hirst in
commercial success.

“When I make an artwork, I want
the viewers to feel that whatever
their background, they never feel
unworthy.”

He has been no stranger to
criticism, including in France, where
an exhibition in 2008 at the historic
Palace of Versailles, featuring a bright
red inflatable lobster and a spaceman-
like silver “rabbit”, split opinion to say
the least.

Does the artist feel misunderstood?

He replies cryptically, “I believe
criticism and judgments prevent
people from experiencing art.”

“I remember I made art magazine
ads. In one of them I had myself
photographed with a big pig and a
baby big in my arms. I wanted to
call myself a pig before anyone else
could”

The retrospective runs at the
Pompidou Centre in Paris until
April, when it then moves to the
Guggenheim Museum in the Spanish
city of Bilbao. It was previously
displayed at the Whitney Museum of
American Art in New York. - AFP
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AQUARIUS | Jan 20 - Feb 18

Life is not a fairytale.
Expecting the best but
preparing for the worst is
not an easy balancing act.
Strive to find a happy
medium between being kind and
considerate to others, while at the same
time being kind and considerate to
yourself. A little dose of perspective
makes life easier to manage. In hindsight,
most of the problems you think are
disasters turn out to be blessings.

AUNG MYIN KYAW

4" Floor;, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste(dgmail.com

GEMINI | May 21 - June 20

The happiest lives are lived
- in accord with their own

nature. Self-confidence is a

prerequisite for great

understanding. Rather than
doing things merely out of habit, pay
attention to your actions to avoid making
mistakes. People will respect you more
when they see that you practise what you
preach. You should be fair and consistent
in action.

Problems provide the
opportunity for you to do

LIBRA | Sept 23 - Oct 22
your best. Never give up
your right to be wrong,

iyl
because then you will lose

the ability to learn new things and move
forward with your life. Determining your
strengths and how best to make a
contribution is your unending challenge.
Quality of understanding and quality of
humanity are elements of love.

PISCES | Feb 19 - March 20
Get in the habit of exploring
the dynamics of human
relationships to better
understand the potential

and value of individuals and

individuality. Unravelling life’s mysteries
and discovering life’s secrets is neither
mysterious nor secretive. Your courage
and determination can provide the
foundation for your self-motivated
pursuits. “Give” is an important word in
your love life.

CANCER | June 21 - July 22
There is no top without a
bottom and middle. Set
high goals for yourself, but
strive for them with

patience. Don’t abandon

your initial goals prematurely, but
always be ready to refine, redefine and
renew. You need to cultivate the
flexibility to change with a changing
world. Use any success you attain to
launch yourself onto the next quest for
a new success.

SCORPIO | Oct 23 - Nov 21

Allow yourself shorter and

shorter periods of

“worry-time”. It is better to

tolerate something familiar

than to work at changing it,
because change is fraught with
uncertainty. You are not just someone
with potential, but someone with
substance. You can count on being more
valuable and stronger than you give
yourself credit for. Love should always be
in your heart and soul.

ARIES | Mar 21 - Apr 19

il
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No person is wise enough
by themselves. You can
draw wisdom from other
people’s experiences and
thoughts, as well as from
your own. Nothing is more important
than the manner in which you talk to
yourself. You need to remind yourself
where you are headed to keep your
targets clearly in view. Your idea of
success should never be confused with
an idea of wealth.

LEO | July 23 - Aug 22

Set your goals by asking the
- simple question, “How can |

best make my contribution

to the world?” Use the

power of your imagination
on a regular basis. Success is not the
same thing as the lifestyle of the rich and
famous. Forget phony formulas and
proceed full speed ahead to pass through
social interference. The only antidote to
anger is eliminating the internal
sentence.

SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 - Dec 21
No activity is beyond
p— .
atl your potential. Get
"l inspiration from the
people who are
- regarded as geniuses
and were spectacularly
effective in their
lifetimes. Look at yourself with new eyes,
and open yourself up to experiences that
you never considered part of your own
potential. Past experience is not a solid
indicator of future performance.

TAURUS | Apr 20 - May 20

Learning is not attained by
chance; it must be sought
with ardour and attended to
with diligence. Your mind
must always be active, even
while you're shaking hands and going
through all the necessary motions of daily
life. The human race is governed by its
imagination. You must maintain an
emotional commitment to your most
important pursuits.

VIRGO | Aug 23 - Sept 22
Acceptance is not a state of
passivity or inaction. Make
your life an active science
d/ 1 through intellectual
experimentation. Observe

your inner reactions to outer experiences,
and maintain a good balance for mutual
effectiveness. Whenever you encounter
people of a contrary character, turn inward
and examine yourself. Your soul should
render honesty in emotional affairs.

There is no psychological
reward for anger. Learning

CAPRICORN | Dec 22 - Jan 19
to express your anger
through courageous types of

‘ég\\
new behaviour is the best

reaction. You must be careful about
sharing your wishes, possible plans or
general feelings with those with whom
you work. Performance has nothing to do
with fate: The present leads to the future
based on controllable factors.
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Great Day Out: UK
past and present

FIONA MACGREGOR

HE historic environs of

the British ambassador’s

residence in Yangon will

be open to the public on

December 7 as part of a
day of celebrations aimed at raising
awareness of the UK.

The Great Day Out event is
part of the global “GREAT Britain”
campaign, and will highlight
historic and modern ties between
the UK and Myanmar, with
traditional British foods and garden
party events.

Visitors will also get the chance
to see the grounds of the British
embassy residence, which date
back to 1855 when the property was
bought by George Swann, the first
manager of the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company.

The central Belmont building
would later serve as accommodation
for the Burma Independence Army.
In 1942, two of the country’s most
influential leaders, generals Aung
San and Ne Win, shared a bedroom
there, according to U Myint Thein,
the embassy’s estate officer.

In 1949 the site was purchased

—

Itis very
imporiant

fo project
what Britain

s today and
not what it
was 50 or 60
years ago.”

Andrew Patrick
British ambassador

by the British government for
£70,000 to house then-ambassador
Jim Bowker and his wife, and has
been a residence for diplomatic
staff ever since. For the past 18
months it has been home to current
ambassador Andrew Patrick.

“It’s very much living in a piece
of history, and there are some
fantastic stories about the house,”
he said ahead of the Great Day Out
event.

“Because of the history [between
Britain and Myanmar], people have
an idea of what Britain used to be
like here,” he added. “The idea [of A
Great Day Out] is to celebrate some
of these traditions and at the same
time promote what modern Britain
really looks like.”

Children from local monastic
schools will attend the celebrations,
which will feature a Peter Pan-
themed treasure hunt, face painting
and summer-fair sports activities,
including a tug-of-war as well as an
egg-and-spoon race.

‘Winners of the drawing contest
on the Facebook page of the Foreign
and Commonwealth Office in Burma
will attend as guests of honour and
will be presented with certificates.

British ambassador Andrew Patrick stands at the entrance to the ambassador’s
residence in Yangon. Photo: Fiona MacGregor

Visitors will also be offered
classic high-tea fare, including
scones with cream and jam, and
Victoria sponge.

Mr Patrick said the occasion,
while having a traditional theme,
also aims to highlight current
activities.

“It is very important to project
what Britain is today and not what
it was 50 or 60 years ago,” he said.

“That means modern technology
and diversity. On the other hand,

a lot of people ... quite like the idea
of coming to this very traditional
place.

“They’ve known it over the years
and have certain expectations about
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what it’s going to be like, because
people have certain ideas about
what the British are like. The ‘Great’
campaign and the garden party
with scones and Victoria sponge
very much [fit with that] traditional
image.”

The event, which is sponsored
by four British companies with
a presence in Myanmar, will also
highlight present-day links between
Britain and Myanmar.

The UK currently spends
around US$100 million a year on
development in Myanmar, and that
figure will soon rise to $130 million.

“At the moment that’s
[particularly] focused on health
and rural development,” Mr Patrick
said, adding that there has also been
increasing attention to education.

“We've got a very successful
project which has put two native
English speakers into almost all the
education colleges in the country so
the next generation of teachers will
have good English-language skills,
which means they will be able to
pass that on to their pupils,” he said.

“Obviously, that’s not designed
to have English take over. It’s
because English is a very useful
commercial language if you want to
do business.”

However, the Great Day Out
event is principally about fun, the
organisers said.

“Last year’s Great Britain week
was enormously successful, and I
look forward to welcoming guests,
especially those less familiar
with the UK, to come and enjoy
themselves,” Mr Patrick said. “It
will be a lot of fun and a chance
for families and friends to come
together.”
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Never chat alone wih
fea and an afternoon scone

AST week I

received an email
from a friend inviting
our family to participate

in the Great Day Out v ]
organised by the British embassy in
Yangon on December 7. This will be Don’t
a good chance to taste the scones for be tempted to substitute
which Britain is famous, as well as to the lemon juice with

enjoy sandwiches and afternoon tea.
Yum!

My friend also asked me to share my
fusion recipes based on these famous
British foods. I loved the idea!

1 really enjoy English afternoon tea
and everything that goes along with
it: making the house look nice, and
dressing up to have a tea party with
your best mates. Sitting around eating
and chit-chatting sounds so relaxing,
but for the host there is always a bit of
kitchen drama beforehand. Don’t worry
- there are always tricks for making it
easier. Email me if you want to know
more.

Making scones with my daughter is
lots of fun. She loves baking, and scones
are easy to make. As usual, though,
some of the basic baking ingredients
are not always easy to find in Myanmar,
so you might need a bit of planning.

Thankfully, I've saved a few bags
of self-rising flour for just such an
emergency. Apparently, it’s currently
out of stock at a few supermarkets
around town, but you might be able to
find it at bakery supply stores.

lemonade, though, unless
you have an imported brand
you're familiar with.

BASIC SCONES

« 3 cups self-rising flour
 300ml fresh milk

« 100g butter

« 2 tsp baking soda or sodium
bicarbonate

e 2 tsp caster sugar

« | thsp fresh lemon juice

Preheat the oven to 200-220C. Leave
the butter at room temperature so it
will mix easily with the flour. Mix the
milk and lemon juice and set aside.
Add the flour through a sieve into
mixing bowl. Form a well in the middle
of the flour and add the butter. Using
your fingertips, mash the butter into
the flour until the mixture has the
consistency of fine bread crumbs.
Make another well in the middle,
and pour in the lemon juice and milk
mixture. Then mix them well until they
become doughy. Don’t press too hard.
Transfer the dough onto a Kitchen

food

-

bench that has
been lightly dusted with flour. Knead
the dough gently few times, then pat
it lightly with your hands to form a
flattened mass about 2-2.5cm high.

Use a cookie cutter or drinking glass
to cut the dough into circles roughly
3cm in diameter. It should yield about
20 pieces.

Arrange them on baking tray lined
with grease-proof paper, brush them
with milk, and shove them in the oven
and bake 10 minutes.

To check if they’re ready, push a
small skewer or toothpick into the
scones and then remove it. If there
is no sticky dough on the skewer, the
scones are done.

Cool them on a wire rack, then
serve with berry jam and cream.

To make vanilla cream, whip 250ml
of thickened cream or whipped cream
with 1 teaspoon of vanilla extract
until the mixture becomes foamy and
creamy.
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Easier than ever before to KOREA!

Flying with Vietnam Airlines via Hanoi or Ho Chi Minh city
to SEOUL and PUSAN (Korea)
you will get the BEST PRICE!

Far more infarmation, Please contact Vietnam Airhines Myanmar
#1702, Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauktada Township, Yangon
Tel: (+95) 1 255066, (+95) 1 255088, Emal: marketing.mm@vietnamairlines.com

2 Vietnam Airlines %)

REACH FURTHER

VIETNAM AIRLINES CONNECT MYANMAR TO THE WORLD
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Socialite

ary
| Air Mandalay held a staff party at Inya Lake Hotel on

November 21 celebrating two decades as one of Myanmar’s
leading domestic airlines.

SP Gems

SP Gems hosted a promotional sale at its main branch on Pyay Road on
November 21.

Aye Mi San, Aye Myat Mon and Ma Mi Mi Kyaw San San Myint

% a’

“The Miniature the
Beauty” Opening
Ceremony

The opening ceremony of “The
Miniature the Beauty” exhibi-
tion, featuring work by artists U
Thet Nyunt and U Maung Maung
Thein (Pathein), was held at
River Ayeyarwaddy Gallery on
November 22. The show contin-
ues through December 2.

Aye Saung Phyu Ei Thein Maung Maung Thein
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Socialite

Jaguar Gala Night

A gala dinner for Jaguar cars was held
at the British ambassador’s residence on
November 11.

Wedding Celebration

Myanmar Times senior business reporter Ko Zaw Htike held
his wedding reception at Kyauk Se Hall in Bahan township on
November 15.

Social Enterprise Expo

The Social Enterprise Expo was held at Parkroyal Hotel on
November 22.

e - i o 7 N
Su Myat Nwe Pete Silverster and Peter Witon

Ty S
.ff; \ f www.facebook.com/tuborgmyanmar




62 the pulse travel

THE MYANMAR TIMES DECEMBER 1-7, 2014

DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO NAY PYI TAW NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON

YANGON TO HEHO HEHO TO YANGON

ight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
F Al 12, ,45 715 815 FMIA2 12, ,45 835 935
FMIB1 12345 1045 11:45 FMI B2 12345 1330 14:30
FMI C1 12345 1700 18:00 FMI C2 12345 1820 19:20
FMIA1 6 8:.00  9:.00 FMIA2 6 10:00 11:.00
FMIA1 7 1530 16:30 FMIA2 7 17.00 18.00
YANGON TO MANDALAY MANDALAY TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep Flight Days Dep Arr
YH909 12 6:00 740 YH910 12, ,57 740 945
Y5775 Da||y 6:.00 710 Y5233 12456 750 9.00
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 805 K7 262 Daily 825 12:25
K7 262 Daily 6:.00 810 YH918 Daily 830 1045
YH917 Daily 6:10  8:30 YH910 6 840 10:35
67 401 2 620  8:30 W9 201 Daily 840 10:35
W9 201 Daily 700 825 YJ 811 3 840 10:05
YJ 811 8 700 825 6T 402 2 845 10:50
YH 835 1 700 840 7Y132 Daily 935 11:30
YH 826 3 700 840 K7 244 13567 955 13:00
YH 831 6 700 840 K7 267 Daily 1020 12:25
7Y 131 Daily 715 9:20 YH 836 1 1320 1425
K7 266 Daily 800 10:05 YH 827 3 1320 1445
K7 244 13567 815 940 YJ 202 124 15:30 16:55
8M 6603 4 9.00 10:10 YJ 602 4 1540 17.05
YH729 2 10:00 13:00 YJ 602 6 1540 17:35
YJ 751 75 10:45 12:40 YH912 2 1545 1740
YJ 601 6 11.00 12:25 YJ 212 75 1585 1720
YJ 211 75 11.00 12:25 YH 830 5 1600 17:25
YJ 601 4 11.00 12:25 YJ 762 124 16:35 18:00
YJ 233 6 11:.00 12:55 7Y 242 Daily 16:40 1845
YJ 201 124 11.00 12:55 6T 502 134567 16:40 1845
YJ 761 124 11:.00 12:55 YH728 1 16:45 1810
YH 911 2 11:15  12:55 YH 730 2 16:45 1810
YH729 46 11:15 13115 K7 225/7Y 242 Daily 16:50 19:00
YH737 6 11:15  12:40 Y5776 Daily 1710 1820
YH 737 7 11:15 13:25 W9 211 4 1710 1915
YH727 1 11:15 13:25 K7 823 24,7 1710 1835
W9 251 25 11:30 12:55 YH 732 Daily 1710 1915
YH 829 6 11:30  13:10 8M 6604 4 1720 18:30
7Y 941 1346 11:45 1310 K7 227 2,46 1720 1845
7Y 841 ] 11:45 1310 YH 836 47 1720 1845
7Y 943 7 11:45 13:10 8M 903 12457 1720 18:30
K7 822 247 12:30 16:55 YH 738 15,7 1725 1850
K7 622 1357 1300 14:25 YH732 3 1725 19:30
K7 226 24,6 13:30  14:55 K7 623 1357 1740 19.05
K7 224/7Y 241 Daily 1430 16:35 YJ 234 4 17:45 1910
67 501 134567 1430 16:25 YH 730 46 1800 1925
7Y 241 Daily 1430 16:25 W9 252 25 1815 1940
YH731 124567 1500 17:10
YH 731 3 1500 17:25
Y5234 Daily 1520 16:30
W9 211 4 1530 16:55
YANGON TO NYAUNG U NYAUNG U TO YANGON
Flight Days Dep  Arr Flight Days Dep  Ar
K7 262 Daily 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 Daily 735 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH918 Daily 745  10:45
YH 909 12457 600 825 6T 402 2 7:55  10:50
YHO17 Daily 6:10  7:45 YJ 881 12457 820 10:25
YH 909 3 610 745 YH910 12457 825 945
67 401 2 6:20 7:40 K7 242 Daily 835 11:45
YJ 881 12457 645 815 6T 401 6 835 10:45
K7 242 Daily 700 820 YH 634 57 835 10:40
6T 401 6 700 820 YJ 801 6 835 955
YJ 801 6 700 820 7Y 131 Daily 850 11:30
YH 633 5 700 825 YH910 3 935 10:55
YH 633 7 700 835 7Yy 121 Daily 955 1410
7Y 131 Daily 715 835 K7 263 Daily 11.05 12:25
7Yy 121 1 820 940 Y5 650 Daily 1355 15115
Y5 649 Daily 10:30  11:50 K7 265 Daily 1725 1845
K7 224/7Y 241 Daily 1430 17:25 6T 502 134567 17:25 1845
7Y 241 Daily 1430 17:10 7Y 242 Daily 1725 1845
67 501 134567 1430 17:10 K7 225/7Y 242 Daily 17:40 19:00
YH731 124567 1500 17:55 W9 129 13,6 1750 1910
K7 264 Daily 1500 17:10 YH732 124567 1755 1915
W9 129 13,6 1530 17:35 YH732 3 1810 19:30
W9 211 4 15:30 17:40
YH731 & 1515 1810
YANGON TO MYITKYINA MYITKYINA TO YANGON
FIigBht DaTys Dep  Arr Flight Dags Deg Arr
YH 835 7.00 10:05 YJ 202 124 14.05 16:55
YH 826 700 10:05 YJ211 75 1405 17:20
YH 831 6 700 10:05 YH 832 6 10:.05 12:55
YJ 201 124 11:.00 13:50 YH 836 1 11:55 14:25
YJ 211 75 11:.00 13:50 K7 623 1357 1610 19:05
YH 835 47 11:.00 14:05 YJ 234 4 1620 1910
YJ 233 6 11:.00 16:05 YH 827 3 11:55 1445
W9 251 25 11:30  14:25 YH 835 47 1555 18145
7Y 841 5 1145 14:35 W9 252 25 16:45 1940
K7 622 1357 1300 1555

Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr = = =
g Day 600 850 YJ 291 e Domestic Airlines
K7 262 Daly 600 955 YJ 881 12457 915 10:25
YH 909 3 610 840 W9 201 Daly 925 10:35
YH 917 Daly 610 935 6T 402 6 930 1045
6T 401 2 620 920 K7 243 Daly 930 1145 _
YJ 881 12457 645 900 YH 634 57 930 1040 | Air Bagan (W9)
K7 242 Daly 700 915 YH918 Daly 935 1045 , ,
6T 401 6 7:00 915 6T 402 2 935 1050 Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102
W9 201 Daly 700 910 K7 263 Daly 1010 1225
YH 909 6 700 925 Y132 Daly 1020 11:30 _
YH 633 57 700 9:30 K7 245 13567 1045 1300 |Air KBZ (K7)
7Y 131 Daly 715 10:05 7Y 121 Daly 1050 14:10 . : 29 (o
K7 266 Daly 800 915 K7 267 Daly 1110 1205 | o 372977-80,533030-39 fairport], 375766
K7 244 13567 815 10:30 YH 506 1245 1155 1400 | lhotlinel. Fax:372983
7Y 121 Daly 820 10:35 YH 506 6 1225 1430
Y5649 Daly  10:30 1245 YH 506 3 12555 1500 _
YH 505 123456 1030 11:55 Y5 650 Daly 1300 1515 Air Mandalay (6T)
YJ 751 75 1040 1155 YJ 762 124 1550 1800 o .
YJ 751 3 1100 1210 7Y 241 Daly 1555 18:45 | et loffice] 501520, 525488, (airport]
YJ 233 6 1100 1210 6T 501 134567 1555 1845 | 533222-3,09-73152853.
YJ 761 124 11:00 1210 YH 728 1 16:.00 18:10 Fax: (office] 525937, 533223 (airport)
YH727 1 1115 12:40 K7224/7Y241  Daly 1600 19:00
YHOT1 2 1115 16:30 K7 829 135 1610 17:25
YH737 357 1115 12:40 K7 823 247 1620 1835 o
7Y 041 1046 1145 1355 V732 124567 1625 1915 |AsianWings(YJ)
K7 828 135 1230 13:45 K7 264 Daly  16:30 1845 | Tel: 515261264, 512140, 512473, 512640
K7 822 247 1230 13:45 YH 912 2 1630 17:40 .
K7224/7Y241  Daly 1430 1545 YH738 357 1640 150 | o 328 STeens
7Y 241 Daly  14:30 1540 YH732 3 1640 19:30
6T 501 134567 1430 1540 W9 129 136 1655 19:10 :
YH 731 124567 1500 1625 YJ 752 3 1715 1825 | MIAIr Charter
K7 264 Daly 1500 16:25 YJ752 75 740 1905 | Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545
YH 731 3 1515  16:40
W9 129 136 1530 16:40
YANGON TO MYEIK MYEIK TO YANGON Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Flioht Days DeAP Arr Flight Days Dep Arr Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999
Y5325 15 645 815 Y5326 15 835 1005 | Fax:8604051
7Y 531 15 700 838 7Y532 15 1045 1218
K7 319 246 700 905 K7 320 246 1130 1335
Y5 325 15:30  17:00 Y5 326 2 1715 1845 Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
YANGON TO SITTWE SITTWE TO YANGON Tel: 656969
Flight Dagls Dep  Arr Flight Dag Dep  Amr Fax: 656998, 651020
67605 145 1310 W9 309 136 1310 1455
W9 309 136 1130 1255 6T 606 6 1330 14:50
6T605 123457 1230 14:25 6T606 123457 1445 1605 ;
K7 422 Daly ~ 1300 1455 K7 423 bay . 1510 d6g0 | YangonAirways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264
YANGON TO THANDWE THANDWE TO YANGON Fax: 652 533
Flight Days Dep Ar Flight Days Dep  Arr
K7 242 Daly 700 10:35 K7 243 Daly 1050 11:45
K7 244 13567 815 11:50 K7 245 13567 1205 1300
YH 505 1245 1030 1310 6T 605 6 1225 1450 S
YH 505 6 11:00  13:40 YH 506 1245 1310 14:00 Airline Codes
6T 605 6 145 12:10 Y122 Daly 1320 14:10
W9 309 136 1130 1350 YH 506 6 1340 14:30
V122 Daly 1245 1305 6T605 123457 1340 1605 N
6T605 123457 1230 1325 W9 309 36 1405 1455 | T =AirMandalay
K7 422 Daly 1300 1335 K7 423 1410 16:30 .
Y5 421 1346 1545 16:40 K7 422 1 24567 1410 16:30 7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines
Y5422 1346 1655 17550
FMI = FMI Air Charter
YANGON TO DAWEI DAWEI TO YANGON
Flight DaX Dep A Flight Daz Dep A K7 = Air KBZ
K7319 6 700 810 K7320 6 1225 1335
7Y 531 700  7:48 7Y532 1130 1218 |\yg - Air Bagan
YANGON TO LASHIO LASHIO TO YANGON - FiT
Flight Days Dep  Arr Flight Dag's Deg Arr = botden Myanmar Airtines
YJ 751 , 1045 13:40 K7 829 135 1505 17:25 :
YJ 891 3 1:00 1315 YH730 2 1545 1810 | YH = Yangon Airways
YH729 2 1000 12:00 7Y742 15 1600 1748
YH729 46 1115 1315 YJ 752 3 1610 1825 | YJ = Asian Wings
7Y 741 15 1130 1318 YJ 752 75 16:35 19:05
K7 828 135 1230 14:50 YH 730 1700 1925
YANGON TO PUTAQ PUTAO T0 YANGON Subject to change
Flight Days  Dep  Arr Flight Days De Arr i i
YH 835 il 700 11:00 YH 836 i 45 without notice
YH 826 700 11:00 YH 826 3 1100 14:45
YH 835 47 1100 1500 YH 836 47 1500 1845
W9 251 25 1130 1525 W9 252 25 1545 19:40
Thursday
YANGON TO CHIANG MAI CHIANG MAI TO YANGON ey gy
Flight Days Dep  Arr Flight Days Dep  Ar
Y5 251 246 615 805 Y5252 246 925 1015 Tuesday Saturday
7Y 305 15 11.00 12:50 7Y 306 15 1345 14:35 Wednesday Sunday
W9 9607 47 1430 1620 W9 908 47 1720 1810

First class information from a source vou can trust is now more important than ever,

Which is why more than half a million people read the newspaper for business and lifestyle.

When you need

information you can trust.

The Myanmar Times.
Still the benchmark.

Online or with our print editions you can be sure of accuracy and professionalism.
It’s so easy to subscribe. Just email subseribe.mt @gmail.com or dial our hotline +951 392 928

www.mmtimes.com
Heartbeat of the Nation

D TheMyanmar Times

facebook.com/
myanmartimes




www.mmtimes.com

the pulse travel 63

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar = awls
PG 706 Dally 6:05 8:00 TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45 Internatlonal AI I'l ines
8M 335 Dally 840 | 10:25 PG 701 Daily 8:45 9:40
TG 304 Dally 950 | 1145 Y5238 Daily 2130 | 22:20 . .
PG 702 Dally 1030 | 12:25 8M 336 Dally 1155 | 12:40 Air Asia (FD)
16302 Daily 1450 | 16:45 TG 301 Daiy 1305 | 13:50 Tel: 09254049991~3
PG 708 Dally 1520 | 17115 PG 707 Dally 1340 | 1430
8M 331 Daily 16:30 | 1815 PG 703 Dally 17:05 | 17:55 Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
PG 704 Dally 1820 | 20115 TG 305 Daily 1805 | 1850 Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102
Y5237 Dally 19.00 | 20:50 8M 332 Daily 1920 | 20.05
TG 306 Dally 1950 | 21:45 PG 705 Daily 2045 | 2135 Air China (CA)
YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON Tel: 666112, 655882
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar
DD 4231 Daily 800 | 950 DD 4230 Daily 620 | 7:15 Air India
FD 252 Dally 830 | 10:20 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00 Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175
FD 256 Dally 1250 | 1440 FD 255 Daily 11:35 | 12220
FD 254 Dally 17:35 | 19:25 FD 253 Daily 1620 | 17:.05 Bangkok Airways (PG)
FD 258 Daily 21:30 2315 FD 257 Daily 20:15 20:55 Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119
DD 4239 Dally 2100 | 2255 DD 4238 Daily 1930 | 20:15
YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Flights Days Dep AT Flights Days Dep A Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869
8M 231 Dally 800 | 1225 TR 2822 Daily 7:20 8:45
Y5 2233 Daily 945 | 1415 Y5 2234 Daily 720 | 850 Condor (DE)
TR 2823 Dally 945 | 1435 50998 Daily 7:55 9:20 Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)
50 997 Dally 1025 | 15:10 3K 581 Daily 910 | 10:40
3K 582 Dally 1120 | 1550 MI 533 247 11:30 | 12145 Dragonair (KA)
MI 533 246 13:45 20:50 8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50 Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329
MI519 Daily 16:40 | 21:15 MI518 Daily 1420 | 1545
e Dl ol 2 Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999
Flights Days Dep A Flights Days Dep Arr Fax: 8604051
AK 505 Dally 830 | 1245 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 741 Daily 1215 | 16:30 8M 9505 Daily 1005 | 1115 Malaysia Airlines (MH)
8M 9506 Dally 1215 | 16:30 MH 740 Daily 1005 | 11:15 Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122)
8M 501 12356 | 1400 | 1800 8M 9507 Daily 1350 | 1500 Fax: 241124
MH 743 Dally 16:00 | 20:15 MH 742 Daily 1350 | 1500
8M 9508 Dally 16:00 | 20:15 AK 502 Daily 1720 | 1825 Myanmar Airways International (8M)
YANGON TO BEWING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights [ Das | Dep AT Flights [ Das | Dep | Ar Nok Airline (DD)
CA716 | 157 | 2350 | 0550+1 CA715 | 157 | 1930 | 2250 Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051
YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON .
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar Qatar Ai rways [QR]
M 711 247 &40 1315 €7 3055 36 83 | 1035 || 1el:379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730
CZ 3056 36 11:35 | 1555 CZ 3055 15 14:40 | 16:40 . o o
(23056 15 1740 | 2210 8M712 247 1415 | 1550 Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
YANGONTO TAPE! TAPEITO YANGON Tel: 250287-9. Fax: 255290
Fighs | Days [ Dep [ Am Fights | Days [ Dep [ Am Thai Airways (TG)
Cl7916 | Daly | 1050 | 16:15 C7915 | Daly | 700 | 950 Tel: 255491~ 6.y':ax; 255923
YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Arr Tiger Airline (TR)
CA 906 Daily 12:30 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:50 Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)
MU 2012 3 1220 | 1850 CA 905 Daily 11:10 | 1130
MU 2032 124567 1450 | 1815 MU 2031 124567 | 1330 | 1400 Vietnam Airlines (VN)
YANGON TO HANOI HANOITO YANGON Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086
Fighs | Days [ Dep [ Am Fights | Days [ Dep [ Am
V956 | 13567 | 1910 | 21:25 W97 | 13567 @ 1640 | 1810
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON AI rline Codes
Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar Fights: | Days | Dep | Am
| | | UN943 | 247 | 1145 | 1325
3K = Jet Star
YANGON TO DOHA DOHATO YANGON
Flights [ Days [ Dep [ Ar Flights [ Days [ Dep [ Ar 8M = Myanmar Airways International
QRO19 | 146 | 755 | 1140 QR918 357 | 1945 | 0459+1
AK = Air Asia
YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines
0Z770 47 0:50 8:50 KE 471 Daily 18:30 | 22:40
KE 472 Dally 2335 | 745 0Z769 36 19:30 | 23140 CA = Air China
YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON Cl = China Airlines
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar
KA 251 123467 | 110 5:45 KA 250 123567 2140 | 23:30 CZ = China Southern
KA 251 5 1:30 5:55 KA 250 4 2250 | 0030+
DD = Nok Airline
YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights | Days [ Dep [ Ar Flights | Days [ Dep | Ar FD = Air Asia
NH914 | Daly | 2210 | 645 NH913 | Daly | 1145 | 17115
KA = Dragonair
YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKATO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar KE = Korea Airlines
BG 061 4 19:45 | 21:00 BG 060 4 16:30 | 18145
BG 061 1 2145 | 23.00 BG 060 1 18:30 | 22555 MH = Malaysia Airlines
YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON MI = Silk Air
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Arr
W9 607 47 1430 | 16:20 W9 608 47 1720 | 1810 MU = China Eastern Airlines
8M 902 12457 1:35 9:10 8M 7701 Daily 18:30 | 2230
8M 7702 Dally 2355 | 07:45+1 NH = All Nippon Airways
YANGON TO GAYA GAYATO YANGON PG = Bangkok Airways
Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar
8M601 | 356 | 10:30 | 1150 8M602 | 356 | 1250 | 16:00 QR = Qatar Airways
MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY SQ = Singapore Airways
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 709 Dally 1205 | 13:25 PG 709 Daily 1205 | 1325 TG = Thai Airways
FD 245 Dally 1250 | 1515 FD 244 Dally 1055 | 12:20
TR = Tiger Airline
MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar VN = Vietnam Airline
MI 533 247 1555 | 20:50 Y5 2234 Daily 720 | 1630
Y5 2233 12456 7:50 14:15 MI 533 24,7 11:30 | 1450 Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY q
Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar SUbJeCt to Change
FD245 | Daly | 1250 | 1515 FD244 | Daly | 1055 | 12:20 without notice
MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights | Das [ Dep [ Ar Flights | Days [ Dep | Ar
MU2030 | Daly | 1350 @ 16:40 MU2029 | Daly | 1250 @ 1255 Day 4 = Thursday
NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW 1 & ek 9 5 itk
> > 2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
Fighs | Days [ Dep [ Ar Fights | Days [ Dep [ Am 3 - Wednesda 7 - Sunda
PG722 | 12345 | 1945 = 22145 PG721 | 12345 | 1715 | 1915 B y B Y

EIN HOD

Some of Marcel Janco’s unfinished works are exhibited in his studio.

Photo: The Yomiuri Shimbun
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HE Ein Hod Artists’ Village

is nestled in the foothills of

northern Israel, where the

Mediterranean Sea lies in the

distance and stone houses
that blend into nature are hidden
among the trees.

Established by Jewish painter
Marcel Janco, known as the father of
Israeli art, the studio retreat is a utopia
for emerging artists.

Janco himself lived and worked in
the village. His spirit still reverberates
in the nature surrounding Ein Hod.

Janco was born in Bucharest, the
capital of Romania. He started drawing
when he was about 13 and went to
Switzerland to study architecture
at the age of 20. He cofounded the
revolutionary art movement known as
Dadaism. After returning to Romania
in 1922, he started working as an
architect.

In the 1920s and 1930s, he was
active in Romania at the forefront
of Dadaism, an art movement that
challenged the existing order and rules
of convention, but he moved to Israel -
then Mandatory Palestine under Britain
-in 1941.

At the time, Nazi Germany was
spreading anti-Semitism in Europe, and
Janco’s work had become a target of
discrimination.

After the murder of a family
member, Janco sought safe refuge in his
roots. It is said that to ensure smooth
immigration procedures, he bribed
British soldiers with nude pictures.

Having moved to a new land, Janco
changed his style as if to mark the
dawn of a new historical era. With
the artist living closer to the clear
Mediterranean Sea, the colours in his
paintings grew brighter.

His drawings of Jewish people
suffering from poverty and soldiers
injured in war also became more
graphic.

Moving away from Europe,
the centre of the art world, hurt

aven
‘es artists

Janco’s career. Raza Zommer-Tal,

the 56-year-old director of the Janco
Dada Museum in Ein Hod, points out,
“Janco is underrated compared to
Jewish artists who continued painting
in Europe.”

Under such circumstances, in 1953,
five years after the establishment of
Israel, Janco sensed his new “mission”.
When he visited a Palestinian village
that was to be demolished, the beauty
of the architectural style there caught
his eye.

He not only came up with the idea
of establishing a village for artists in
order to protect the houses, but also
decided to bring a new perspective to
Israeli art, which was still in its infancy.

It led to his focus on offering
guidance to young artists and the
founding of Israeli art.

“He would start his work first thing
in the morning. He was always willing
to give advice to young artists and
was strongly aware of the role that he
ought to play in Israel,” said Michaela
Mende-Janco, the artist’s 47-year-old
granddaughter.

Janco, who fancied a plain and
simple life, enjoyed being surrounded
by nature in Ein Hod. He left a will
with instructions to preserve the houses
in the village.

According to Zommer-Tal, Janco’s
achievements include “not only
developing Israeli art and its artists,
but also developing the country” Ein
Hod Artists’ Village provides a stage
for budding artists to grow through
friendly competition.

It has also turned into a tourist
destination, with the work sold at the
gallery supporting artists’ livelihoods.

Today, about 150 artists live in Ein
Hod. Abraham Eilat, a 75-year-old artist
representing Israel, is one of them. He
reflects with a laugh, “I saw Janco when
I was in my 20s, but he was such a
major figure that I couldn’t just go and
call out to him.”

Janco’s influence can be seen in
Eilat’s work, which takes samurai as its
themes. - The Yomiuri Shimbun

Lo =g -

Ein Hod Artists’ Village, located at the foot of Mount Carmel, is home to galleries

and restaurants that have attracted many tourists. Photo: The Yomiuri Shimbun
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Universal Crossword

ACROSS
1 Prices paid
6 Matures,

as wine

10 Fjord explorer?

14 Sneak ____ (glimpse)

15 Romanian coins

16 “That’s clear to me,”
hippie-style

17 Dog found in the
pound

18 New York canal

19 Grandma,
affectionately

20 Easy ___

21 Alift, in Aspen

22 Alumnus,
for short

23 “Say ___” (dentist’s
request)

25 Pungent-smelling

27 Forrest Gump’s
forte

31 Abstains from

35 By way of

36 Winter fall

38 Aid one’s alma mater

39 Eat an ice cream
cone, e.g.

41 You can't tell if she’s
coming or going?

43 Strip in the
Middle East

44 City of Light

46 Mischievous
type

48 Coop resident

49 Affording a view

51 Monotonous in
cadence

53 Comprehension

55 Geological time

56 River border

59 Weaver’s tool

61 Mended
temporarily

65 San Juan, Puerto ___

66 Emit amplified light

67 Subtle sarcasm

68 “Back ____ hour”
(shop sign)

69 Quarter-miler's
path

70 Launch a tennis
ball

71 Bachelor’s party

72 Flogging
memento

73 Some playing
cards

DILBERT

Edited by Timothy E. Parker

IN ON THINGS By Jerry J. Billings

DOWN
1 Dwelling in Durango
2 ___ out (withdraws)
3 Word in a Doris Day
tune
4 Little sack of leaves
5 Airport porters
6 Aid in crime
7 Pig, in the Flintstones’
kitchen
8 Early 30-ton
computer
9 Lead-in for “Madre”
or “Leone”
10 Door opener?
11 Jewish month before
Nisan
12 One of Columbus’

three ships

13 “Goodness gracious!”

24 Celeste or lan

26 “Direct” ending

27 Insect feelers

28 “Sacro” addition

29 Mother-of-pearl

30 A tide

32 “Famous potatoes”
state

33 Thirteen, to some
bakers

34 What the hillbilly
batter did?

37 Vehicle at a stand

40 Empire State Building
climber

42 Outfielder’s call

45 Title of respect

47 Stuck-up sort

50 Immature

52 Hunter,
at times

54 Dry white ltalian
wine

56 Jewish rite of
circumcision

57 The “nonexistent”
contraction

58 “Sweet 16” org.

60 Soften, as
chocolate

62 Skin orifice

63 Green feeling?

64 Pre-Easter
purchases

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9

14

17

20

-T

10 |11 |12 |13
16
19
22
[

27 |28 |29

35

39

44

49

51

32 |33 |34
43
5

2

56 |57 |58

31

37
42
55

0

62 |63 |64

65

68

71

6l
66
69
72

26
38
47
61
67
70
73

BY SCOTT ADAMS

I COULDN'T OPEMN
THE DOCUMENT You
SENT WITH YOUR,
PROJECT UPDATE.

TRY ERASING YOUR
HARD DISK AMND
REINSTALLING THE
OPERATING SYSTEM,

AFTER
ALL THE
WORK T

PUT INTO
MAKING

I GUESS

IDONT

NEED IT
THAT

PEANUTS

Dilbericom DilbertCarioonist@gmall.com

(
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BADLY.

THAT DOC—
UMENTT

BY CHARLES SCHULZ

L1l

I MIS5 SKATING
WITH SONJA HENIE ...

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BY BILL WATTERSON

SUDOKU PACIFIC

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 fo 9 inclusively.

49
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HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters
spell the Wonderword,

S
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OSCAR DE LA RENTA (1932-2014) Solution: 11 letters
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Alex, Amal, Annette, Awards, Belts, Blouse, Blue, Bold,
Bolen, Bridal, Carmen, Connecticut, Designer, Dominican,
Dresses, Elegance, Eliza, Engelhard, Fabio, Fiallo, Fits,
Fragrances, Francoise, Gowns, Handbags, Icon, Kent, Knits,
Label, Love, Moises, Pants, Punta Cana, Republic, Santo
Domingo, Sketches, Skirts, Sunglasses, Tags, Team, Wedding

Purchase WONDERWORD books in time for the holidays!
Visit wonderword.universaluclick.com or call 1-800-642-6480.
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EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand Road,
Yangon. Tel : 251810,
251797, 251798.

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon.

Tel: 515275, 526144, email:
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,

6" mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 507225,
507251, email: Administ.
yangon(ditamaraty.gov.br.

Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
566985, 503978.

email: bruneiemb(d
bruneiemb.com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mmm

Canada

9™ Floor, Centerpoint
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda
Road, Yangon, Tel :
01-384805, Fax :01
384806, Email : yngon(@
international.gc.ca

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
221280, 221281.

Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17.

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy8é@gmail.
com

France 102, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
212178, 212520, email:
ambaf rance. rangoun(@
diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung
San Museum Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 548951, 548952, email:
info@rangun. diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
St, Yangon. Tel: 391219,
388412,
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

The Essentials

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel:
254465, 254469, email:
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116,
email: infoldyangon.mfa.
gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road,
Golden Valley, Yangon.
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax:
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8,
540399, 540400, 540411,
545988, fax: 549643

Kuwait

62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St,
Bahan Tsp.

Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.

Laos A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab(@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel:
220248, 220249,

email: mwkyangon(@
mptmail.net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm

Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu

St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17 Fax -
01- 9669516

New Zealand No. 43/C,
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel : 01-2306046-9

Fax: 01-2305805

Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805

North Korea 77C, Shin
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon.
Tel: 222881 (Chancery
Exchange)

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,
Tel : 01-566538, 566539

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151,Email: p.e.
yangon(dgmail.com

Saudi Arabia No.6/S,

Inya Yeiktha St, 10" Qtr,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon,
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344,
Fax: (951) 657-983

Russia 38, Sagawa Rd,
Yangon.
Tel: 241955, 254161,

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.0.Box No. 943,
Yangon. Tel: 515282,
515283, email: serbemb @
yangon.net.mm

Singapore 238, Dhamazedi
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 559001, email:
singemb_ygn(@_sgmfa.
gov.sg

South Korea 97 University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4,
515190, fax: 513286, email:
myanmar@dmofat.go.kr

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 222812,

Switzerland

No 11, Kabaung Lane, 52
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel: 534754, 507089.

Thailand 94 Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
226721, 226728, 226824

Turkey

19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 662992, Fax : 661365

United Kingdom 80 Strand
Rd, Yangon.

Tel: 370867, 380322,
371852, 371853, 256438,

United States of America
110, University Avenue,
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax:
650306

IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp, Yangon.Tel - 01-210588,

09 73236679, 0973236680,
Email- iomyangon(@iom.int

UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd,

Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539.

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan

tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.

UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.

UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024.

FAX : 951-254158

EMAIL : CLASSIFIED.MCM{@GMAIL.COM
WWW.MMTIMES.COM

General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

XD

Asia PLaza HoTEL
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of
38" Street, Kyauktada
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar.
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071.
Reservation@391070
(Ext) 1910, 106.
Fax : (951) 391375. Email :
hotelasiaplazaldgmail.com

Avenue 64 Hotel

No. 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392,
01 656913-9

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.
Tel: 254852, 254853.

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan,

tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435,
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,
unicef.yangon(dunicef. org,

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903,

9660556, 9660538, 9660398.

email: fo.myanmar(@unodc.org

UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane,

7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.

Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19,
292637 (Resident Coordinator],

WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe

Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley),
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6

WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile,
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-

6, 650416, 654386-90.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Tsp. Tel: 225258.

Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
511305

FAO Myanma Agriculture

Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel:

641672, 641673.

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified.mcmf@gmail.com

591387.

407007.

wtel: 254563, 370768.

HOSPITALS

Immigration @tel: 286434.

Ministry of Education #tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports #tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #¢tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT] =tel: 067-

W% Fire mtel: 191, 252011, 252022.

#= Police emergency #tel: 199.

#= Police headquarters #tel: 282541, 284764.
# Red Cross #tel:682600, 682368

Traffic Control Branch #tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication #tel: 591384,

Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs zstel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health #tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

Central Women's Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital #=tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital [emergency) #mtel: 420096.
Worker’'s Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Emergency Numbers

B Ambulance mtel: 295133.

Yangon Children Hospital #tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.

Yangon General Hospital (East] =tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.

Yangon General Hospital (New) #tel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) =tel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH) #tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131,
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #rtel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). =tel:

285499.

&5 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811.

¥ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] =tel: 382722

= RAILWAYS
Railways information

=tel: 274027, 202175-8.

BEST WESTERN
Green Hill Hotel

No. 12, Pho Sein Road,
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300,
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/
greenhilthotelyangon.com

Chatrium Hotel
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : [951) 546313,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
infoldcloverhotel.asia

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia

Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street
(Upper Block], Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974

www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

Hotel Grand United
(Chinatown)

621, Maharbandoola Rd,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: (95-1) 372256-58

(21t Downtown)

66-70, 215 Street (Enter
from Strand Rd), Latha
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1)
378201

(Ahlone Branch)

35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64;
Email: grandunited.
head(@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

Hotel Yangon
91/93, 8" Mile Junction,
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

Y

HOTEL YANKIN

186, Lu Nge Thitsar
Street, on Thitsar Road,
Yankin Township, Yangon,
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550
283, +951-8550 284,
+959-2540 63632, E-mail:
enquiry(@hotelyankin.com,
www.hotelyankin.com

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

KH Hotel, Yangon
28-A, 7 Miles, Pyay Rd,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 95-1-652532, 652533

¢ T
& b7
b

MK HOTEL

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,

Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187,
www.mkhotelyangon.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-mgm.com

Confort Inn

4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut,
tel: 525781, 526872

il
Cden Salace Fotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@d
edenpalacehotel.com

) PANDA
hotel

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

P GRAND
‘.’ PALACE
e 11OTEL
M-22, Shwe Htee Housing,
Thamine Station St., Near
the Bayint Naung Point,
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744,
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace(@

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.
email: enquiry.prygn(d
parkroyalhotels.com.

myanmar.com.mm

8%,

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.

www.rwehotel.com

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Sule Shangri-La Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung.
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn

42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

Yuzana Hotel
130, Shwegondaing Rd,
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600

Yuzana Garden Hotel

44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp,
tel : 01-248944

YUAN SHENG HOTEL

No.183, 35" St; Bet; 77
&78" Street, Mahar Aung
Myae Tsp, Mandalay. Ph: 02
67 404, 67 405, 67 406, 67
407, 67 408, website:www.
yuanshenghotel.com,
Email: sale.yuanshenghotel
(@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Golden Hill Towers
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp.

tel: 558556. ghtower(@
mptmail.net.mm.

HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,

09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(@

gmail.com, http://Aww.

happyhomesyangon.com

N

MiCasa Hovel Apartments
YANGUN MYANMAR

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,

Yankin Tsp.

Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.

Email : micprm(@

myanmar.com.mmwww.

myanmar micasahotel.com

Novotel Yangon

Pyay Rd, Near Hledan
Bridge, Kamayut Tsp,

Tel: 951- 255 819~838
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Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

ARCHITECTS &
MODULAR BUILDINGS

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nav Pyi Taw)

\
MAX_

BLAY Y TaW
Reservation Office (Yangon)
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon Township
Tel @ 951-255819~838
Hotel Max, (Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel  :067-414177,

067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation(d
maxhotelsgroup.com

Amchitects & Moduln: Buildings

.

GREENARC (N

ARCTETICTS WTTH

contactus(dgreenarc.net.au
Tel : 09-730-22820

EREEY SOLUTHAS

e/

2.*NTRA
With the most advance technology
No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min

Gyi Rd, Dagon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

NYAN MYINT THU
ZST9, Car Rental Service
No. 56, Bo Ywe St,

Latha Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : 01-24655T, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983(d

AUTO LEASING

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

YOMA

Vehicle Lease & Hentah

Vehicle Operating Leases:

* Trucks

*Semi trailers

*Vans and Minibuses

* Tractors

* Pickups
aungfdyomafleet.com
www.yomafleet.com

Tel: 09-425-307-717 gmail.com,
BOOK STORES COFFEE MACHINE
MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE Prosis b BB

Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road
and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant),
Ahlone Township. tel:
212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info(@
myanmarbook.com

8= rmhIJ?“ﬂ

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue

01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading(dgmail.com

BOOK STORES

COMPUTER

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SAIL

ADVERTISING

SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 217870, 224820,
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana

Esthetic
Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

AIR CONDITION

FRFSH

Air Conditionng Systems
The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P., 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.ac(dfreshaircon.

La Source
gy S

YANGON

La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY

La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,

bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.

Tel : 09-4440-24496.

m MONUWMENT
g YY

* 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.
Email: mbt. marketlng
mgr(dgmail.com
. 15[B§J Departure Lounge,

Yangon Int'l Airport.

e #87/2,Crn of 26" & 27"
St, 77" St, Chan Aye Thar
Zan Tsp, Mandalay
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:

e # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel: [09] 5116687

Memaory in the Air

Royal Ayeyarwaddy
Co.,Ltd.

No.(7], 87" St, Mingalar
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 09-254249628, 09-
254296248, 09 254249629.
(Mdy Ph: 09 73103051,
73103052) www.pgi-group.
com, www.royal-
ayeyarwaddy. com

CAR RENTAL

CENTUSDON AL TO GROU
Corgorate Cr Rastal
Teanaler | Dushy | Manthily | Fleat:

English I Wi-Fi l Insured |
Concierge | Refreshment
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com

Viewsanic gl

See the difference™ e

Royal Ayeyarwaddy
Co.,Ltd.

No.(7), 87 St, Mingalar
Taung Nyunt Tsp Yangon.
Tel : 384850, 389366,
394494 ,09-421132002,
Fax : 384850 [Mdy Ph: 09-
73103051, 09-73103052)
WWW.VIEWSONIC.COM, WWW.
royal-ayeyarwaddy.com

www.lasourcebeautyspa.com
i

Lemon Day Spa

No. 96 F, Inya Road,
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE
1LH\/\OUS\NE SERVICE
VER HOT LINE:
09 - 402510 003
01-646 330

e First Class VIP
Limousine Car Rental.

¢ Professional English
Speaking Drivers.

e Full Insurance for
your Safety and
comfortable journey

e Call us Now for your
best choice

CONSTRUCTION

el
ZAMILSTEEL
v

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.
Fax: (95-1) 650306.

CONSULTING

. FinstT RAnGooN
‘ — e —

Business Consulting
info@firstrangoon.com
www.firstrangoon.com

THURA SWISS

FLORAL SERVICES GENERATORS
[l Sl q
Floral Service & Gift UMG

Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

Myanmar Research | Consulting |

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95(0]1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

CO WORKING SPACE

() THE GARAGE
Card e s

No. (4), Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
infoldventuraoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

o TERNAL ' #LOWERS

FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

CROCKERY

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

MFJ

Crockery

No.27-B, Kabaaye
Pagoda Rd, Teak Villa,
Mayangone Tsp,

Tel: 09-4200-49459.

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground FL,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax
:01-203743, 09-5007681.
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

DELIVERY SERVICE

e T'__.:'
INntesrmnestonnl
Express Courier & Cargo

One Stop Logistic Solution
Ygn, Hot Line: 01-374457

DUTY FREE

A
Dream Dlorks

Duty Free Shops

Yangon International
Airport, Arrival/Departure
Mandalay International
Airport, Departure

Office: 17, 2" street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145,

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

World's leader in
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water
Heater. Tel: 251033,
379671, 256622, 647813

BUY SPACE FOR AS LITTLE AS

K.4500

CALL US NOW: 392928, 253642

com. URL: http://www. : Email: zamilsteel@ ENTERTAINMENT
freshaircon.com (@gmail.com www.mmels.com zamilsteel.com.mm
Learn to dance with

social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S,
Yangon.
el : 01-392526,
01-1221738

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing],
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel : 245543, 0973903736,
09-73037772.

Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St,
Btw 30th & 31st St, Chan
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2),
Capital Hyper Mart,
Yazathingaha Street,
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Best Jewels
No. 44, Inya Road,

Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2305811, 2305812.

FITNESS CENTRE

Balance Fitnesss

No 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info(d
balancefitnessyangon.com

Kham Le

22, Thukha Waddy St,
Suneyan Park, Yankin, Ph:
01-8605223, 8605224.

(&

LLFepizress

WHAT WE LIVE FOR
Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001,
Shwekabar Housing,
Mindhamma Rd,
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511,
Fax: 01-656522,
Hot line: 0973194684,
natraysports(dgmail.com

\",I

Al

MANAWMAYA
HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
salesmanawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

REALA

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl
Street, Golden Valley Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar
(@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

Your Most Reliable Jeweller

The Natural Gems of
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(Al, Pyay Road,

(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01—660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar(d
gmail.com

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@
winstrategic.com.mm

GLASS

I -r"!"‘rT'P“r-

SAINT-GOBAIN

GLASS

International
Construction
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-FL, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112,
09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction
material@gmail.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Asia Pacific
Y artrn U Uil dewd Dot Carw

+ - Bt Cardny
98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon. Tel: 542979,
553783, 09-732-16940.
Fax: 542979

Email: asiapacific.
myanmar(@gmail.com.

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy Clinic.

Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage -
12,000 Ks

No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM

Tel : 09-8615036

14 Innova+ive
£ l DiaoKRDODBTIGCH
24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA
(@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: {951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
(@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238

+959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

® 00
==

Victoria Hospital

No.(68], Tawwin Street,

9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon.

Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141,
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084.
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:

infol@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital
myanmar.com,
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNISHING

Casabella

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.
tel: 660769, 664363.
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HOME FURNITURE

OFFICE FURNITURE

decorum

Home Outdoor Office
99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

decorum

Home Outdoor Office
99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

Fritz Hansen®

Republic of Fritz Hansen
Store Myanmar

No0.99, Ground Floor,
Room (A}, Damazedi

Rd, Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar,

Tel: 09 250423700,
info@decorum-mm.net

Divact Ovaless Oniy Fram
Directzu
prmmtisinlehr 4o

Framam Proucs for Premeam Peogk

Tel :01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrdrs.com

HOTEL SUPPLY

Premium Chef Uniform
Building B-1, Room 001,
Myittar Street, Tamwel ay,
TamweTsp, Yangon.

Tel: 01-556703, 09-
5408885, 09-5067816
Email:
theworkwearmyanmar(@
gmail.com

-

Office Solutlion|
By o el ry (o
Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(d
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

HOUSING

Pun Hlalng Golf Estate
Gated Golf Community
HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS
SERVICED APARTMENTS
Available Immediately
RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5
PHGE Sales & Marketing,
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 800, 684 013
phgemarketing@gmail.com
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-731088%6

@ HermanMiller

019000 712~3, Ext 330/332,
Email: enquiries.HM(@
mmrdrs.com, Www.
hermanmillerasia.com

STARWCITY

150 Brand NEW

International Standard

Rental Apartments

Hotline : 09 43 200 845
09250516 616

email :rental.starcity(d

gmail.com

www.starcityyangon.com

5

OFFICE COLTUR
Office Culture Co., Ltd
Taw Win Center, 3 Flr,
Rm 4031/4033, Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-2540 14097
Email: bd1@bristol.com.mm
www.bristol.com.my

INSURANCE

- —
F "
i

Fire, Motor and Life
Insurance

44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel :071-8610656

Mob : 09-5055216
Email: maythet@gw-
insurance.com
WWW.gw-insurance.com

ROCK #ORTH

Room No. 1101, 16" Flr,
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower,
Corner of Anawrahta Rd
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : (95- 1]218489 218490
218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact(@
kaytumadi.com,
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

LANGUAGE

(¢

Myanmar
|'.--"I-l||=|l|' [ ey
Master Burmese Faster!

Professional Burmese
Language Course for All
Levels

436, Top flr, Thein Phyu Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyut Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel : 09-4316 8422
www.moemyanmar.com
Email: registermmlc(@
moemyanmar.com

MARINE
COMMUNICATION &
NAVIGATION

-

SMART DESIGNS CO., LTD.

European Quality

& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel
Furniture & All kinds of
woodworks

Office Tel: 01-380382,
09-509-1673, Show Room:
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye
(2) Street, Industrial Zone

5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar
Yar Township, Yangon,
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com,
www.royalbotania.com,
www.alexander-rose.co.uk,
Please call for any enquiry.

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LIGHTING

PAINT

Now in Myanmar

SUPPLIER of Quality Paints
= DECORATIVE COATINGS
= PROTECTIVE COATINGS
= MARINE COATINGS

= POWDER COATINGS
Jotun Myanmar (Services)
Co. Ltd.

G-7, May Kha Housing,
Lay Doung Kan Road,
Thingangyun Township,
Yangon-Myanmar

Tel: +95 1 566716, 566843
jotun.com

World’s No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

—
Dulux

el's colow

L
Protective Coatings

Sole Distributor
For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar
ICT Park, University Hlaing
Campus, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

#4JOTUN

Cuality pairts

TOP MARINE PAINT
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

International
Construction
Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-FL, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112,
09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction
material@gmail.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

No0.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32 St (between Maha
Bandoola Rd and Merchant
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: infoldislandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

REAL ESTATE

e

Residence rooms for
rent. Fully furnished,
(long term). Convenient,
pleasant environment to

stay.

No.12/B 43, Shwe Kainnayi
Housing Complex, Nanataw
Street, Kamayut Tsp,

Yango

Tel: [959] 731 46086, (959)
5040247,

E-mail: chitsu.win[agmail.
com

decorum

Home Outdoor Office
99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

“ZR DON YINN

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541
46420, 09 2541 46421.

Real Estate Agent
No Fees for Clients,
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

.
10M

For House-Seekers

with Expert Services

In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm(@gmail.com
09-332 87270 [Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

REMOVALISTS

T
= ASIAN TIGERS
] MOBILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

CROWN &

&8 .8 avw -e.ae

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7" Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210 670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

i-

VMMyanmar

s I.'!-"!wﬂq&l.uwl.lu Co.Lad
Legendary Myanmar Int’l
Shipping & Logistics Co.,
Ltd.

No-9, Rm (A-4), 3 Flr,
Kyaung St, Myaymgone
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr(@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

‘DB SCHENKER

Schenker (Thai) Ltd.
Yangon 59 A, U Lun
Maung Street. 7 Mile
Pyay Road, MYGN. tel:
667686, 666646.fax:
651250. email: sche
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

‘Word Yada
Woaem
b ’ Wearmar

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

7
QL' SkO

Coffee & Snack Bar

Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon(dgmail.com

Jaquar

erience bat "'I'-'II:]

Faucetsi Showersi|
Sanitarywares| Bathroom
Accessories, Ph: 379671,
256622, 399464, 09 9771
09852. Address: “Same
as ARISTON”

e el

_th‘. 1

e Shoe of Heave:

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

OBE-Y;
A [f""i‘.[_' YA

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar
Hospital on Pyay Rd,
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

e
LALCHIMISTE
French Fine INning Restamrant
No. 5, U Tun Nyein
Street, Mayangone T/S,
Yangon

Tel : 01-660 612, 657928,
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurantdgmail.com

SCHOOLS

EDUCATION CENTER

e

Horizon Int’l School

235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

I nternational
M ontessori
M yanmar

English Education Centre
Nursery - Primary

(15 months - 12 years)

55 (B), Po Sein Road,
Bahan Township.

Tel : (951) 546097, 546761,

Email: imm.myn@gmail.com

City Mart (Yankin Center
Branch) tel: 400284.
City Mart (Myaynigone)
tel: 510697.

City Mart (Zawana Branch)
tel:564532.

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res(
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382,
www.exploremyanmar.com
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

WATER HEATERS

@ARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 01-256705, 399464,
394409, 647812.

‘6 L'OPERA

Italinn Restpurant & Bar

Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon(dgmail.com
WWW.0perayangon.com

LB 1
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No0.695, Mahabandoola
Road, (Between 191 &
Sint Oh Dan Street), Latha
Township, Yangon.

Ph: 01-395816, 396817

SERVICE OFFICE

HINTHA

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com

Tel : 01-4413410

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

LE PLANTEUR

Le MonT BLANC
French & Italian - Comfort Foods
with Chic Style Serving
G-05, Marketplace by

City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

LOVE

BEAT

Thai Boat Noodle
G-01, City Mart
(Myay Ni Gone Center].
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

RESTAURANTS
Good taste & resonable Delicious Hong Kong Style
price Food Restaurant

[d@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41
Ext: 32

N
{
COFFEE

a drink from paradise...
available on Earth
(@Yangon International
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 09-421040512

G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

THE RTH LAKE
41 b Trael sl Conbarmes B Favel
The Rih Lake

No. 67B, Dhama Yone St.,
near (Blazon) U Wisara Rd.,
Myaynigone, Sanchaung
Tsp. Tel: 01-502761

10T

Quality Chinese Dishes
with Resonable Price
([@Marketplace by City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

UnionBarAndGrill

42 Strand Road,
Botahtaung, Yangon.
Tel: 959420 180 214, 95
9420101 854
www.unionyangon.com,
info@unionyangon.com

OfficeHub

Executive Serviced
Office, Registered

and Virtual Office, Hot
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.officehubservices,com

STEEL STRUCTURE

LecC

Design, Fabrication,
Supply & Erection of Steel
Structures

Tel: (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com

STORAGE

SC STORAGE YANGON

SC STORAGE YANGON
Monthly storage available
Transportation of goods
provided,

Mobile: 09-253 559 848,
Email: YangonStorage(d
gmail.com

SUPERMARKETS

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road,
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.

City Mart (Aung San) tel:
253022, 294765.

City Mart (47 St Branch)
tel: 200026, 298746.

City Mart (Junction 8)
tel: 650778.

City Mart (FMI City Branch)
tel: 682323.

- -
Rinnai
Water Heater
Made in Japan
Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker

and Cooker Hood
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

3 FIXIT
International
Construction

_ Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-FL, Sint-Oh- Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-245112,
09-730-22820

Email : intconstruction

material@gmail.com

WATER TREATMENT

Water & Wastewater
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package
Fiberglass Wastewater
System for Offices,
Condominiums & Hotels
Project. Can Design for
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571,
01-218437~8

WATER SOLUTION

J : ‘ Company Limited
Water Treatement Solution
Block (A], Room (G-12),
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye

Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

WEB SERVICE

)\

MEDIALANE

Web Services

All the way from Australia -
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop,
smartphone & tablets,
online shopping with
real-time transaction,
news/magazine site,
forum, email campaign
and all essential online
services. Domain
registration & cloud
hosting. Talk to us: (01)
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554.
www.medialane.com.au
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HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
ASLITTLE AS K.5,000.

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

HOW TO GET A FREE AD

:01-254158
BY EMAIL : classified.mcm(@gmail.com
: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

BY FAX

BY MAIL

General

COMPANIES who are
looking for investor or
offering OTC shares.
Please drop me an email
or contact me. Chris
Wong, Ph: +65-8120-
2496. email:YgnSing@
hotmail.com

MATHEMATICS
Teaching Students
(Grade 1 to 9 from
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon
Academy, MIS &
MISY) who are weak
in  Mathsand don't
know how to solve the
problems. Guide : only
Maths for IGCSE O
Level students who will
sit for the exam in 2015.
DawNaingNaingAung,
B.Com (Q), No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,
Yankin. Ph : 544594,
09-500-4993.

GUIDE for 2" M.B.,B.S,
Students, Ph: 09-3212-
1352, 09-517-3808.
PRIMARY - International
school, Private school:
Kg to Primary 4
Home guide. Ph: 09-
420033613.

IGCSE, GCE, SAT,
PHYSICS. Saya U M
T (since 1984). Ph: 09-
730- 52859
ENGLISHforinternational
school students who
want to practice or
improve their English
including literature and
language art (principle of
written English) for SAT .
If you had tried as much
as you can to follow the
lesson and you will get
good experiences and
skill. .This program will
help you capability and fill
your luck of knowledge..
Middle school students
can study in a small
class. U Thant Zin, 28-
3B, Thati Pahtan St,
Tamwe, Ph:01-5035350,
09-3102-1314,09-3192-
4423

TEACHING and guide,
KG to Primary 6. For Int'l
school (MIS . YIS. MISY.
ILBC. CISM. ISM. PISM.
TOTAL. Horizon.) Ph:09-
4200-87050.

LCCI Level LII & III,
Teaching, Study guide
& Old questions. Ph:
09-4211-34427.
ENGLISH (home tuition)
speaking, grammar,
issue. letter, academic
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT. GCE, IGCSE.
GMAT 4 skills. local &
international school
English. English  for
Japaneses  children
and adult. Home tuition,
courses are availe now.
you can contact to Saya
U Kyi Sin (Mumyint Thar)
Ph:  09-4210-67375.
www.kyisinplb.blogspot.
com

ENGLISH teaching.
Chinatown area.
1 year teaching
Myanmar students,

20 years experience.

Conversation, listening
& IELTS training. Please
call 09-517-3255.
CHEMISTRY TUTOR
required for international
high school student.
Must speak English. Ph:
09-502-2834
TEACHER MYO (G.C.E
O/A, U.K) (1) Grade X.XI
(All Subjects). (2) IELTS,
Interview. (3)IGCSE,
BCA (All subjects).
No0.37, 4 FlIr, Yay Kyaw
St. Ph: 09-732-21317,

09-513-2373

HOME  Tuition:  For
students  from Int'l
schools such as
Horizon, ILBC, YIES,

ISY, MIS, MISY, PISM.
All subjects for Primary
and Secondary Classes.
Tel: 09-4200-84493.

Expert Services

TRANSLATING &
Interpreting  Service:
Part time service for
English to Burmese to
English. For business
Corresponding, Emails,
Faxs and letters.
Conferences and
business communities
for Local companies and
offices. Service offered
in person, by phone and
fax, mobile and emails.
Phone: 09-2540-43372

MYANMAR Access
International Co.,
Ltdprovides the
following services.
ISO  Implementation
Programme, Human

Resource Development
Programme, Hospitality
Management

Programme,  Project
Management
Programme,  English

Training Programme.
If you are interested,
please contact us at Ph:
09-731-18749, 09-732-
40764 or email us at ;
zinminpon@gmail.com,
kaungsanthul994@
gmail.com

FOC Rental Services of
condos, landed houses,
offices and commercial
properties. Our listings
can be checked in http://
goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email:
dr.thihathit@icloud.com,
09-430-83781.

ZCL(Y.U.F.L) Translation
Service. Ph: 09-
2506-66325. email:
atar1990@gmail.com

CORPORATE Banking,
Finance, Advisory,
Capital Raising Services
& help with foreign
investment, private
equity for Myanmar
companies; pls contact
info@firstrangoon.com

WE PROVIDE stay in
Domestic Helpertodo all
your household chores.
If you need please call
09-250598349 or 01-
571699."

EFFICIENT Goldsmith
Software Effective for all
goldshops & goldsmiths
@ Efficient Soft. Ph: 09-
505-3762,09-517-1061,
09-2503-54344.

BANKING service, HR
service, Local travel

service (Flight or air
plane, hotel booking,
car service on trip
etc.), Wedding planner,

Household  cleaning
service, Teaching
English to Myanmar,

Guide to High School
Student, Taxi service,
General service. Formal
learning Eng to Myan is
1:30 hr only Sunday,
10 weeks per course
charges is 100$. Ph:09-
4201-64934

GOLDEN LAND Real
Estate : For sale, buy
& rent, Pls contact to
Ph: 3940532, 09-730-
08848, 3920853

| DO translate
English ~Myanmar &
Myanmar~English and
also teach Myanmar
language (4 skills) for
foreigners. If you want to
contact, callme, Katherine
Ph:09-516-8697.
REGISTERED  Tourist
guide in English, French
isavailable forimmediate
appointment, please ring
09-3019-9028.

WE HAVE CARs for rent.
(EXPAT USE ONLY).
Mid size wagon. Now
only350.000kyats per
month with deposit for
long term. company 1D
required. Call 09 730
33776.

COLD STORAGE 100
M/T capacity situated at
Hlaing Thar Yar Industrial
area at reasonable rate.
Please Contact: 682011,
685846, 09-500-8845,
09-500-8843.

Softcopy speffEa

dpsmap.com

No.165/ 167, 35" St,(Mid),
KTDA Tsp,Yan.

Tel :20 40 20, 24 52 30,

09 50-30177, facebook.

com/ DPSMyanmar

SAMSUNG Galaxy SlI,
GT-19100T (14GB, Black)
No Error +2 Cover. Price
: 110,000 Kyats. Ph: 09-
2500-80 324.

SAMSUNG GALAXY
Tablet 7.7. With phone,
3G. Similar to current
Samsung Note 8, which
costs usd 380. Two years
old. Price usd 150 or
offer. Phone 10 AM, Mr
Ansar, Rm 503, Ph: 01-
246030, 242094,

HARLEY-REGA
Motorcycle  built in
Japan 1950 years. Rare
Motorcycle USD - 7500.
Ph:09-505-4880

HONDA FIT 2009 Model,
GE-6, 1300 CC, (White),
Auto Gear, 1H/3---

7 Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.

KETEEEYNTRS

-~
et
Prodessbonal Properties Rental Servics 5 -
- Rental place show with project in company ‘ |
- Save your time, -

- You can get easily and quickly the place.

Contact us: 094921 4276, 09420 1147 49
E-mail : powerTmay @gmail.com  web site : www.powerTrealestate.com

(YGN), 99 lakhs, Ph:
09-312-87827.

CAMERA from

Singapore, used Nikon
D-7000, Canon 60D,
600D, 550 D,450D &
Fujifilm S 9100 cameras.
Ph:09-512-8713

HLC, High language
centre, Hindi, English
& Myanmar, (Writing,
Reading & Speaking)
by an expert teacher.
Ph: 09-4210-98790.

MYANMAR Language

Tuition: Foreigners
wishing to learn
Myanmar language,

with a small group, may
please contact by phone:
09-301-99028.
LANGUAGE Proficiency,
Effective & Scientific
way Tutor, Translator,
Interpretor, (Such
languages: Hindi,
Sanskrit, Bengali, Nepali,
English & Myanmar)
R.S. Verma, B.Sc, (Bot),
Yangon, (UFL-English),
Yangon. Email: rsverma.
myanmar@gmail
BURMESE  Speaking
for foreigners : In-home
tutoring. email: burmese.
tutor2014@gmail.com
AN EXPERIENCED

Chinese  (Mandarin)
teacher here in Yangon,
Myanmar. | have over

6 years teaching in
Singapore. Please do
not hesitate to contact
me for an evaluation.
I'm a professional
teacherwho will help you
improve your speaking,
reading & writing skills.
| use Singaporean
text books & Chinese
speaking/conversation

books for teaching
speaking, reading &
writing in  Mandarin.

I'm available Monday-
Sunday with a flexible
schedule. | alsoteaching
Myanmar Language to
all Foreigner. For more
details please call the
number below. If | don’t
answer please send me
a SMS.

ENGLISH (home tuition)
speaking, grammar,
issue. letter, academic
writing. SAT. TOEFL.
IELT. GCE, IGCSE.
GMAT four skills. local
& international school.
English English for
Japaneses children &
adult - home tuition :
courses are availe now.
You can contactto Saya
U Kyi Sin (Mumyint Thar)
Ph:09-4210-67-375,
www.kyisinplb.blogspot.
com

WE CAN teach Korea
Language Basic & 4
skillsforall. Ph: 09-2505-
65793, 09-4210-06072.
FRENCH, 4 skills &
spoken French, Home
visit & interisive classes.
Daw Oo Oo A Zin, B.A
(French) (Y.U.F.L), DALF
& DELF (Dip of Alliance
Francaise) Ph:01-
450775, 09-8611-813.

I AM a Professional
Japanese and English
Translator and Teacher
based in Yangon. | am
Certified with B.A (JAP)
MUFL with JLPT Level
2 and IELTS with Band
7. 1 have 4 years of
experience in Freelance
Japanese translation,
interpretation &
teaching. Please do not
hesitate to contact me
for an evaluation. | have
many foreign students
such as Japanese and
Indians and | use all the
reference thatis base on
language learning. For
moreinformation, please
contact me to 09-4283-

P ty

50386 and email me to
jasmine5842@gmail.
com.
PROFESSIONAL
English Teacher (MBA,
UK), MA (English), BA
(English), Dip: ELT
09-254214864. Only
Evening and Weekend
class available.

Training

We provide the following
Training, CISCO, CCNA,

CCNP,  MICROSOFT,
MCSA, MCSE, LAB,
EC-COUNCIL CEH,
SECURITY ADMIN.
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.

MANDALAY Computer:
Computer for Kids,
Basic Accounting for Job
|-Office, Advanced Excel
Course, DTP Course
MYOB Software, Peach
Tree Software, Window
Shortcut Course,
Email&Internet Course
Mp3, Mp4, Video
Editing, Multimedia
Course. Ph:09-4440-
11279(MDY)
TERRAMYANMAR-
Land Survey Training
Course Contents (Basic)
Trigonometry, Angles,
bearings, azimuths &
coordinates, Leveling,
Topographic  survey:
field procedures, data
format, data download,
upload, data processing,
Construction  survey,
GPS Course Contents
(Advance) Coordinate
geometry, data
processing & map
compilation Coordinate
transformation, GIS data
collection & mapping,
Differential correction,
Static survey for GCP,
Network design &
Logistic plan, Baseline
processing & network
adjustment, PPK/Stop
& Go survey for GCP
& topo data collection,
GPS site calibration,
RTK Survey for setting
out&topodatacollection
No.Al, Shwe Ingyin
Housing, Thuwana
Juction, Thingungyun,
Tel: 01- 569944, 09-
4308-3273.
MYANMAR Access
International provides
the following services.
ISO  Implementation
Programme. Human
Resource Development
Programme. Hospitality
Management Program
me. ProjectManagement
Programme.  English
Training Programme.
If you are interested,
please contact us at
09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or email :
zinminpon@gmail.com,
kaungsanthul994@
gmail.com

ROYAL JOURNEYS,
Learn English for life :
How to make English
part of your lifestyle,
English communication
skills, Business
English, Hospitality &
tourism Management,
Managementleadership
&superiortraining. 61, 1A
Flr, 13 St, Bet: Anawrahta
Rd & Mahabandoola Rd,
Landmadaw tsp. Ph: 09-
4316-6443.

Rent/Sale

PENT HOUSE new
condo. 3500 sgft, 2
master room. 2 single
room, parquet floor,
big surrounded balcony,
nice view, 6 aircons,
semi-furnished. 24
electricity with back-
up generator. For rent:
4500US Dollar per
month = (nego:) for sale
7500 Lakh = (nego:)
Ph:09-597-95413742

BAHAN, Near Chatrium

Hotel, Po Sein Road,
2 RC house, 3 Rooms
with Toilet, 3AC,
Cable phone, wide car
parking. USD 2500/- per
month, Please contact
09-2500-26350, 09-
7958-84155.
(1)KAMAYUT, Inya Rd,
3 storey new house, 6
rooms. 4 bathrooms,
toilets, generator,
furnished house,
internet, CCTV camera
system, 10 aircons,
hot water system, maid
room. phline, cable TV,
nice balcony & lawn. US
8000 per month (nego:)
(2) Bahan, Thanlwin Rd,
new &modernfurnished
house, 2 storey, 9
aircons, stove and
oven, big new fridge,
garden, furnished,
4 rooms, hot water
system, generator set,
maidroom, office room,
for rent, US Dollar
5700 per month (nego:)
Ph:09-7954-13742
(1)NEAR PARK Royal
hotel, pent house, 3000
Sqft, 1 MBR, 2SR, fully
furniture USD 4500. (2)
Near Park Royal hotel,
1 Floor, 900 Sqft, part
of furniture, 1MBR,
1SR, USD1500. (3)
Near Kandawgyi park,
near UNDP, 1500 Sqft,
1MBR, 2SR, part of
furniture  USD2000.
(4)Near Kabaraye
Gamonpyint, 2000
Sqft, IMBR 2SR fully
furniture USD 3600.
(5)Back side of Sedona
Hotel, 2 RC, good for
office, USD 4500. (6)
Golden valley, 3 RC,
7800 Sqft, only good
for office, USD 5500. (7)
Near Parami Rd, 2RC,
4MBR, no furniture,
USD 3000. Ph: 09-4921
4276.

(1)PEARL Condo
New Build, 1750 sqft,
1MBR, 2BR, F.F, Nice
view, US$2500, (2)
New University Lane,
1700 sqft. IMBR, 2BR,
F.F US$2800, (3)New
University Ave Lane:
1200 sqft, Walk-up,
New apt, 2 FIr, 12 Lakhs.
(4) Yankin Centre, 1750
sqft, F.F, US$ 1500, Call
Maureen: 09-518-8320.
BAHAN, Near Chatrium
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2
RC house, 3 Rooms
with Toilet, 3 AC,
Cable phone, wide Car
Parking. USD 2500/-
per month, Ph: 09-
2500-26350, 09-7959-
40545.

(1)NEAR PARK ROYAL
hotel, pen house, 3000
Sqft, IMBR, 2SR, fully
furniture USD 4500. (2)
Near Park Royal hotel,
1 Floor, 900 Sqft, part
of furniture, 1MBR,
1SR, USD1500. (3)
Near Kandawgyi park,
near UNDP, 1500 Sqft,
1MBR, 2SR, part of
furniture USD2000. Ph:
09-4921 4276.

(1)NEAR KABARAYE
pagoda, Ga mont Pyint
shopping Mall, 2000

Sqgft, IMBR 2SR fully
furniture, USD 3600.
(2) Back side of Sedona
Hotel, 2 RC, good for
office, USD 4500. (3)
Golden valley, 3 RC,
7800 Sqft, only good for
office , USD 5500. (4)
NearPaRaMeRd, 2RC,
4AMR , no furniture, USD
3000.Ph:09-49214276.
MYANMAR'S Pioneer
Personalised Service
Apartment (s), Live in
maid (s) on request Ni
Wah Residences 01-
430306 09-5019648
bff1983@gmail.com
ON PYAY RD, 7 mile,
single house, land
(60 x 90), teak wood
ceiling & flooring, 2MB,
3AC, near Norwegian
Embassy & UNOPS,
quiet residential area,
suitable for expats living
alone or couple, USD
2,000 (nego). No agent.
Ph: 09-515-6769."
PRIME Hill Business
Square: Well-equipped
OFFICE SPACE for
LEASE. PRIME HILL
BUSINESS SQUARE,
developed by Chiyoda
&PublicWorks Co.,Ltd.,
No. 60, Shwe Dagon
Pagoda Road. Ph:
01-382710 (#20109),
09-250065905, 09-
420112473,phbscare@
cpw.com.mm
BAHAN, (1)New
University Avenue Rd,
1750 sqft,1 MBR, 2 BR,
4A/IC, FurnforrentUS$
2800 (2)New University
Avenue Rd, 1250 sqft,
1MBR, 1BR, 3A/C,US$
1300 (3)Pearl Condo,
1750 sqft, 1 MBR, 2BR,
f.fUS$3000. Maureen:
09-518-8320

Near Parkroyal Hotel,
2050 Sqgft, 3 bed room
with Toilet, bath tub, hot
water available, 5AC,
Lift, Fuly furnishied (2250
USD) per month, Please
contact: 09-2500-26350.
MAYNIGONE,
Sanchaung, Min St, First
Flr, all furniture, one bed
room, one kitchen, one
bathroom, (The balony)
1RC, 1(month) 600US,
Shan Shan Ph: 09-731-
92603, Moe Hein Ph:
09-4250-18442
KAMARYUT, Bayint
Naung Tower, 1500 sqft,
1 MBR & 2 SBR. Fully
furnished. 12 lakhs.
Negotiable. Contact:
phyuphyu.077@gmail.
com Ph: 09-503-2952,
09-730-75900.
OFFICESPACETOLET
3100 sgm available
over 5 floors in a
12-storey building with
car park, restaurant,
multi function hall and
apartments. Please
contact - Ph: 09-431-
34381.Email office-
mm@uniteammarine.
com, web www
.facebook.com/
officespaceyangon

Housing for Sale

KANDAWGYI CONDO,
nice view with all big
glass window around,
2 rooms, 2 bathrooms
and toilets, hot water
system., decorated
with european style
and standard quality,
eighth floor, 2200 sqft,
4000 Lakh. (nego:) Ph:
09-7954-13742

(1)PEARL  CONDO,
1750 sqft, New

Highlight

your advert & improve

your chances of
a quick sale.
Call: Khin Mon Mon Yi
392676, 392928

YANKIN, Yankin Center,
1750 sqft, IMBR, 2BR,
4A/IC, FurnforrentUS$
2800 (2)New University
Avenue Rd, 1250 sqft, 1
MBR, 1 BR, 3A/C, US$
1300 (3)Pearl Condo,
1750sqft, 1 MBR, 2 BR,
f.fUS$3000. Maureen :
09-518-8320

MAWLAMYINE. 2RC
(water+electricity
included), 60'x80', on
Bogyooke Aung San
Rd, near Mawlamyine
University. Price:
negotiable. Ph: 09-515-
8738

PEARL Condominium,
building-C, Kabaaye
Pagoda Rd, 1MB, 2B,
3AC, 1250 Sqft, Fully
Furnished, nice view.
1800 US$. Available on
20" November. Contact:
09-42011-2828,  09-
42115-1862.

CONDO: Dagon Tsp,

building,Good water
for 3500 Lakhs. (4) Pyay
Rd, Diamond Condo,
1650 sqft, Nice View,
Newly Rm, Nobody
Stay there. 4500 Lakhs.
Call Maureen: 09-518-
8320.

I NS E I N ,
Sawbuagyigone,
45,000 sqft. Two
storey building with
landline phone. contact:
phyuphyu.077@gmail.
com Ph:09-503-2952,
09-730-75900.
(1)HLAING,  Ywama
kyaung lane, 0.8
Acre, Land only, (2).
Mingalardon industry
zone, land only. Ph: 09-
731-54071,01-530756.
NGAPALI BEACH
Front, Good location,
Nice view in Linthar
village, Hotel land 1.75
Acre. Contact to 09-
204-2457.
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Employment

EmbassyPosition|

THE ITALIAN Embassy
in Yangon is seeking
candidates for 1 position
as  “Administrative
Assistant”, requiring
previous  experience
in secretariat &
administrative  tasks.
Very good English &
Myanmar knowledge
(spoken and written) is
required. Knowledge of
Italian language will also
be valued; candidates
shall therefore declare
in the application form if
they intend to participate
in the ltalian language
test. Please submit by
December 1st, 2014
an applicationform,
available at the
Embassy and at: www.
ambyangon.esteri.it, to:
Italian Embassy, 3 Inya
Myaing Rd, Golden
Valley, Bahan, Yangon
or to: archivio.yangon@
esteri.it Applicants shall
be: at least 18 years
old; in good health;
high-school equivalent
degree; resident in
Myanmar for at least 2
years. For queries, call:
01.527100 ext. O

Ingo Position

DanChurchAid (DCA)
DCA is an international
development & humani
tarian organisation
working in more than 20
countries. Currently DCA
is seeking to recruit a
qualified person tofill the
positionofHumanitarian
Programme  Officer
based in Yangon with
extensive travel to
field. Myanmar National
with a minimum of
three yearsNGO
experience  working
with humanitarian work,
mine action, conflict
mitigation, IDPs and/or
refugees arepreferred
for the position. A
detailed Job Description
is available on request
from Ms. Hlaing Phyu
Min, hpmi@dca.dk The
applicants should submit
motivated application
(why are you qualified
for this position),CVand
contact details of two
referees with any other
relevant documentation
to HR Unit by email
hpmi@dca.dk andbus@
dca.dknot later than
8th December 2014.
Please quote reference:
‘DCA Humanitarian
Programme Officer —
application’.  (Please
note that only shortlisted
candidates  will be
contacted forinterviews.)
THE INT'L Rescue
Committee (IRC) is
seeking (L) Admini
stration & Government
Liasion Manager -
1 post in Yangon

University degree, 7
years experience. (2)
Resource Officer - 1
Post in Hpa-an, Kayin
State: University degree

in Law, Journalism,
Education or other
relevant  sector. 3

years of experience
in a relevant position.
Fluency in English.
Please submit a Cover
letter & CV to the HR
Department by email at:
WaiMar.Naing@rescue.
org Closing date for 1
:11 December, for 2: 19
December 2014
THE INT'L

Committee (IRC) is
seeking Senior M&E
Officer 1 post in
Hpa-an, Kayin State:
University degree in
data management
& analysis, project
management, statics or
relevant sector. 3 years
of experience in the
monitoring & evaluation
position. Fluency in oral
and written English is a
requirement. Interested
and qualified candidates
are to submit a Cover
Letter & CV to the HR
Department not later
than 19" December
2014. Applications will
be accepted by email at:
WaiMar.Naing@rescue.

Rescue

org
LEADING online

recruitment & employ
ment service company
in Yangon since 2012.
We provide online
recuritment  solution
(huge CV detabase
and job offers posting
opportunities) for any
employer in Myanmar.
We preselect short
list of candidates or
search for executive
functions positions as
well. Contact our staff
to help you to choose
the right service or
package for you. Tel: 01-
2306103, E-mail: info@
jobsinyangon.com,
www.jobless.com.mm,
www.jobinyangon.com,
https:// www.facebook.
com/ Jobinyangon.com
TERREdeshommesiltalia
is seeking Monitoring
& Evaluation Officer in
(Magway & Mandalay
Regions):  University
degree in related
field & preferably in
agriculture. Command
of English. Please
submit application with
expected salary incl.
CV, photo, references
by email or by postal
service. TDH ltalia
Country Office: 48,
Shwe Hinn Thar St,
Hlaing, Yangon, Tel:
654604. Email: hr.tdhit.
mya@gmail.com

(1)PROGRAM Support
Officer (CBHD-MNCH)
1 Post (2)M & E Officer
(Child Protection) 1 Post

(3)Field  Supervisor
(YwarNgan) 1 Post
(4)Field Assistant

(NanSan) 1 Post. (5)
Assistant  Manager
(IT) 1 Post (6)Finance
Officer (OPP) 1 Post.(7)
Field Assistant (CPP)
(Mindat) 1 Post. Please
send application letter,
CV & related documents
to Myanmar Red
Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, Nay
Pyi  Taw. Ormrcshr

recruitment@gmail.com
www.myanmar redcross
society. org

Overseas

SINGAPORE job (Spass)
Driver @ Seafood Co.,
(1 M) Salary S$1200
+ S$200 for Housing,
Class 3 Driver (1 M)
Salary S$1400 + S$200
for Housing + OT 1.5x,
Kitchen Helper @
Restaurant (1 M) Salary
S$1200 + 2 Meals,
Chinese General
Worker @ Mini Market
(1 M) Salary S$1100 +
S$200 for Housing +
Meal, Forklift Driver @
Car Parts & Supplies-
Whole Co.,(1 M) Salary
S$1100 + S$200 for
Housing, Admin &
AutoCAD Drafter @
Construction Co., (1
F) S$1400 + S$220
for Housing, Driver &
General Worker @
Factory (1 M) S$1000 +
Housing + Meal, Tailor
@ Sofa Factory (2 M/
F) S$1400 + OT, Hair
Stylist (2 F) S$1400 +
Commission.Ph:09-732-
55437, 09-732-55438,
apexresourcemm@
gmail.com. No. 41, 2nd
FlIr, 22 St, Latha, Yangon

Local Positions
CHINNERY ASSETS

Limited (CAL), one
of the subsidiaries
of China  National

Petroleum Corporation
International (CNPCI)
engaging in oil and gas
exploration & production
jointly with Myanma Oil &
Gas Enterprise (MOGE)
in Rakhine Offshore

Blocks, is seeking:
(1)Buyer - M 1 Post:
University  graduate,
3 years practical

experienceinpurchasing
sector, Comprehensive
sourcing strategy to
ensure supply and
manage cost, Ability
to take direction
from supervisor/
management, Excellent
in problem solving skill
& take accountability
for the duties, Age
25 ~ 35. (2)Contract
Engineer (Service
Buyer) - M/F 1 Post :

University  graduate,
3 years practical
experience in contract
sector, preferably in the
Oil & Gas Industry, Well
understand  contract
terms & conditions forthe
bidding process, Prepare
draft lettersrelating with
contract & procurement
by independently, Age

25 ~ 35. Eexcellent
in  English, honest,
hardworking, good

attitude, and excellent

interpersonal skill.
Please send the
applications with

updated CV/Resume
with current photograph
andcoverletterindicating
position applied to HR
Department No.44, Inya
Myaing Rd, Golden
Valley-2,Bahan, Yangon.
Ph:-534461 (Ext: 133) or
by email thida@cal.net.
mm Closing date : 10th
December 2014.

KH HOTEL Yangon is
currently seeking self
motivated, dedicated
and potential candidates
for the following posts ;
(1) Receptionists - M/F
5 Posts : Any graduated,
Good communication
skills, English language
skill, Computer literate,
1 year experience in
hospitality industry, (2)
Reservation - F 1 Post
. Any graduated, Good
communication  skills,
English language skill,
Computer literate, 1
year experience. (2)
Bell Boy - F 2 Posts :
Any graduate, 2 years
experienceinhotelfields,
Good personality. (3)
Accountant - F 3Posts:
Any degree or diploma
in accountancy, 1 year
experience in relevant
accounting experience.
(4)Purchaser-M1Post:
2 years experience,
Good communication
skill, Need honestly.
(6)Housekeeping -

M/F 5 Posts : Good
communication  skills,
1 year experience,

Need honestly. (7)F&B
Service Mnager - M 1
Post : Any graduate, 3
years experience, Must
work shift duty, Good
communication skills. (8)
(F&B Service) Waitress
- F 3 Posts : Must speak
English conversational,
Must have experience
in related field, must be
active, lyear experience.
Please submit CV with
relevant documents to
28, 7Miles, Pyay Rd,
Mayangone, Yangon.
01-652989, 01-653358,
01-653359

SKYLARK Co., Ltd. (IT
Solutions and Managed
Services) : As a fast
growing IT Company,
we are on the lookout
for talented people
fill in the following
positions. Please drop
us a detailed CV at hr@
skylarkmyanmar.com
highlighting the position
below that you are
interested in. (1)Senior
Java Developer <http://
skylarkmyanmar.com/
careers.php> (2)Oracle
pl/sql Developer
<http://skylarkmyanmar.
com/careers.php> (3)
Senior Test Engineer
<http://skylarkmyanmar.
com/careers.php> (4)
Senior C Developer
<http://skylarkmyanmar.
com/careers.php> 106,
Ground FIr, Yadana
Housing Complex,
Pyay Rd, 9 Miles,
Mayangone, Yangon,
Myanmar. (95) 1652947,
1652948, Email:hr@
skylarkmyanmar.com,
nfEo@skylarkmyanmar.
com

INT'L Rice Research
Institute is hiring a
Specialist-Agricultural
engineer ing, based at
Yangon, canonly befilled
by citizens & permanent
residents of Myanmar.
Requirements: Diploma
of  Technology in
agricultural engineering,
mechanical engineering
or related field, 7 years
relevant  experience
working  with  urea
briquette machines or
related field. Bachelor's
degree in Technology in

agricultural engineering,
mechanical engineering
or related field with 5
years of relevant work
experience with urea
briquette machines or
related field. Master's
degree in Technology in
agricultural engineering,
mechanical engineering
or related field with
minimum 3 years of
relevantwork experience
with  urea briquette
machines or related
field. Please submit
application on-line
through jobs.irri.org (go
to "search the IRRI job
board" & look for " Junior
Specialist - Training and
Outreach" - click "apply
forjob"). IRRlisan Equal
Opportunity Employer
that values diversity.
Women and minorities
are enbcouraged to
apply.

MITA Myanmar @ ISBC
is urgently seeking for
Myanmar Nationals to
work for foreign firm
for following Positions
to work for Japanese
Translator in Yangon
office: (1).Engineers - 5
posts (2).Managers - 5
posts:FluentinJapanese
(speaking, writing, typing
Japanese), GoodEnglish
Skill (speaking, writing
& typing in Englisih
in MS word, Excel,
Power Point), Fluent in
(Myanmar). Typing skill
in Myanmar Language.
Study / Education in
any of the following
subjects in Japan. (a) IT
&Computer Science, (b)
Mechanical Engineering,
(c)Electrical / Power
Engineering, (d)Civil (e)
Management. Please
sendan emailapplication
with CV (in MS Word
files as attached) to
hrm.mm@mitaservices.
com.sg . Closing date :
8 December 2014.

Assistant - 1 post. For
3 & 4 : Over 2 years
relevant experience.
Please submit CV
with necessary
documents to 106
(GF), Yanadanarmyaing
Housing Qr., 9 Miles (A-1
Busstop) Mayangone.
Ph.01-652947, 652948
(Ext-103), 09-2500-
88750, 09-2503-69975.
MIN ZAR NI Co., Ltd
is seeking (1)S & M
Manager - F 1 Post :
MBA, Dip in Marketing,
Any graduate. Age 30 ~
35. 5 years experience.
Good in English. Can

use Microsoft Office
(2)Accountant - M/F
3 Posts B.Com/

LCCI Level Il or other
Accounting Certificate.
Age over 28, 5 years
experience. (3)Chief
Auditor - M 1 Post :
B.Com, B.Act, CPA or
ACCA. Age over 35.
10 years' experience.
(4)H.R Manager - M/F
3 Posts: Any graduate,
more preferable Certifi
cate/ Diploma/ Degree
in HR. Age 30 ~ 35. 5
years experience. (5)IT
Manager - M/F 1 Post
: MCSc, BCSc, BE(IT),
Any graduate, certificate
in networking. Age 30 ~
35. 5 years' experience.
Please submit CV to
No.4-Kha/1, Hlaing
River Bank, Thaung Gyi
Taung Quarter, Zone
(1), Part 6. Hlaing Thar
Yar. Email : fishery@
minzarnigroup.com

(1)COLDStoreAssistant
In Charge - M 1 Post :
Any graduate. Age over
30. 5 years experience.
(2) Auditor - M/F 3 Posts
: B.Com, B.Act. B.A
(Eco), D.A,Any graduate
+ LCCI-IIl. Age over 30.
5 years experience. (3)
Secretary - F 1 Post:
Any graduate, more

preferable MBA. Age 30

ASIA POWER Quality
Electric Co., Ltd is
seeking (1) Marketing
Manager - M/F 1 Post :
Any degree holder, 3 ~
5 years experience. Age
30~35. Good command
of English. (2) Sales
Engineers - M/F 4 Post:
B.E(EP/EC/MC)degree
holder.Age under 27. (3)
Application Engineers
- M/F 2 Posts : B.E
(EP/ EC/ MC) degree
holder. Age under 27.
(4) Assistance Service
Engineer- M/F 4 Posts
: B.E (EP / EC / MC)
degree holder. Age
under 27. (5) AutoCAD
Drafter - M/F 1 Post :
Any degree holder, 2
~ 3 years experience.
AutoCAD 2D & 3D. Age
under 27. All posts must
have Computer literate.
Please submit resumes
to 138/142-C, White
Cloud Condo, Thein
Phyu Rd, Botahtaung,
Yangon. Closing date :
19" Dec 2014.

SKYLARK CO., LTD. (IT
Solutions & Managed
Services) is urgently
seeking (1).General
Manager - 1 post: (2).
Business Develop
ment Manager - 1
post :For 1 & 2 : Must
have experience to lead
Business and have
Strategic Management
Skill, 3years experience
in IT experience in
Banking or Telco &
otherindustry. (3) Office
Staff - 3 posts (4).
Executive Secretary/

~35.5years experience.
Canuse MS Word, Excel
& Email & Internet. Good
in English. (4)Manager
(Food, Manufacture,
Logistics, Construction,
Restaurant, Hotel) 7
Posts : MBA, DMA. Age
under 30. Computer
literate. Good in English.
Min ZarNiCo., Ltd. No.4-
Kha/l, Hlaing River
Bank, Thaung Gyi Taung
Quarter, Industrial Zone
(1), Part 6. Hlaing Thar
Yar, Yangon.

OFFICE  Secretary:
Fluent in English and
Chinese. Need to
smart, neat and tidy.
Attractive Salary. To
contact - FMI Center,
Rm 910, Ph: 240383,
240393, 240390, Ext:
1910, 1900.

(1)SENIOR Electrical
engineer - in charge of
Radio Communications
& Electric Power around
Myanmar (2)Senior
Civil engineer - in
charge of construction
of towers around
Myanmar. MIN
experience required
in  engineering: 5
years. Both are highly
rewarding roles that
require leadership,
supervision, initiative
skills. Person must
also speak English
and willing to travel
for projects. Contact
details: Email info@
kythagroup.com Ph: 09-
4311-8242 (Daw Soe)
(1) BUSINESS Develop
ment Analyst :
Responsible in

assisting the business
development through
market analysis,
research & working
on proposals. Both
roles offer possible
international  travel.
English is a must.
Key skills are solution
oriented, strong time
management  skills,
highly motivated, fast
learner, (2)Business
Development
Manager - Responsible
for developing existing
and new business
finding &
exploiting market
opportunities and
partners. Bothrolesoffer
possible international
travel. English is a
must. Key skills are
strong leadership &
intrapersonal  skills,
solution oriented
& strong time
management  skills,
highly motivated,
Contact details: Email:
info@kythagroup.com
Ph:09-4311-8242 (Daw

ventures,

Soe)
HLEDAN CENTRE
Management is

urgently seeking for
(1)Property Manager
: Any graduate, 10
years, English 4 skills,
In depth knowledge of
Accounting, (2)House
keeping Manager : Any
graduate, 3 or 5 years
conceptual experience,
(3)Sales, Marketing,
Advertising

Promotion Manager
. Relevant degree (or)
diploma, 5 years &
above of managerial

experience. (4)HR
Manager: University
graduate preferable

diploma in Public Admi
nistration, Business
or Psychology, 5
years of managerial
experience. (5)
Accounting Manager
- Any graduated with
BA.(Eco.), B. Acct., DA
& LCCl level Il or lll. 5
years experience. For
all posts Excellent
skillsin MS office. Fluent
in English. Please send
applications (30th
November 2014) with
updated resume/CV, a
passport photo & other
supportive documents
to : (1).Hledan Certre,
Corner of Pyay Rd &
Hledan Rd. Kamayut,
Yangon. (2)hledan
centre.recruitment@
gmail.com. Please
put applied post &
attention to “ Property

Management, Hledan
Centre. Ph:01-
2305632 .

PARTNER Associates
is seeking (1)
Associate, Business
Development - F
2 Posts Bachelor
Degree, 2 years
experience, Good in
English, Good computer
skills, Positive attitude
& the ability to prioritize
tasks tofitdeadlines. (2)
Executive, Customer
Service - F 2 Posts:
Bachelor degree, 1
year experience, (Fresh
graduate are welcome
to apply), Good in
English, Goodcomputer

skills, Photoshop,
Please submit a
detailed C.V. to the

email: nguwa.khaing@
partnerassociates.com
(or) Partner Associates
Int'l Co., Ltd : 2-B, MTP
Tower, No. 115, Pyay
Rd, Mayangone. www.
partnerassociates.com
YOUNG Ni Oo Services

Co., Ltd is seeking
(1) CEO - 1 Post:
(Salary range 1000

USD - 1500 USD) :
Any graduate, over 10
years experiences. (2)
Call Center Manager
- 1 Post (Salary range
500 USD - 600 USD) :
Any graduate. 3 years
experiences (3)Auto
Electrician Technician
- 2 Posts (Salary
range 300 USD - 500
USD): Any graduate. 3
years experience. (4)
Network Engineer - 1
Post : (Salary range
300 USD - 500 USD):
Any graduate (CCNA
or similar certification).

(5)Accountant - 1
Post : (Salary range
300 USD - 400 USD).
University degree in
financial management
or accountinig. Please
send CV to (hr.
youngnioo@gmail.
com)orpersonaldirectly
to 621, Yomayeiktha
St, (2) Qtr, Kamayut,
Yangon, with complete
documents.  Closing
date: 30.11.2014

THE International Rice

Research Institute
(IRRI) is seeking
Int'l Fertilizer &
Development Center
(IFDC): 1) Junior
Specialist - Training
and Outreach,

(2) Specialist -
Agricultural Engineer
ing (Mechanical
Engineering), 3)
Senior Specialist -
Agricultural Research
& Development (Exten
sion/ Communi cation).
For more information
about these job
opportunities and for
interested candidates
to apply on-line please
visit jobs.irri.org (go
to "search the IRRI
jobboard" and look
for the position titles
above, click "apply for
job"). Please submit
application to No.21,
Baw Ga St, (9 Mile)
Ward 5, Mayagone,
Yangon.
KH HOTEL Yangon is
currently seeking (1)
HR Manager - M/F 1
Post: Any degree, MBA
or Diploma in HRM
will  be advantage,
3 years in related
field, Responsible for
the full spectrum of
HR management &
development (2)HR
Assistant - M/F 2 Posts
- Any graduate, 2 years
experience in HR field,
Will be use in (Word,
Excel, Page Maker,
Internet Email etc..)
Skillful in Myanmar (3)
Receptionists - M/F
5 Posts : Graduated
in any fields, Good
communication skills,
English language skill,
Computer literate, 1
year experience. (4)
M&E Technicians -
M 3 Posts: Related
certificates ora Diploma
or B.Tech, 1 year
experiencein hospitality
industry, Must work
shift duty, responsible
for the full spectrum
of HR management
& development. (5)
Bartender - M 3 Posts:
1 year experience,
Good bar knowledge.
(6)Housekeeping
- M/F 5 Posts : 1
year experience,
Good communication
skills. (7) Restaurant
Manager - M 1 Post
Any graduated, 3
years experience, Good
communication skills.
Pls submit CV with
relevant documents to
(28), 7Miles, Pyay Rd,
Mayangone, Yangon.
01-652989, 01-653358.
MARUART Construction
Co,. Ltd. (Flooring &
Waller &Tileindtallation,
Decorations
Construction for house,
Apartment) is seeking
Site Engineer : BE
( Civil or Archi), Must
speak English very
well. Better minimun
Experience ~ between
3 & 5 years at site
engineer position.
Salary ~ More than ks
~500,000... It is totally
depend on qualification.
Contact Person ~ Ei
Ei, Ph: 09- 4210- 84
764.  Email:january.
snow8l@gmail.com
KELVIN CHIA Yangon
Ltd is seeking Lawer
: LLB or law degree
is required, Fluent in
English & Myanmar,
Strong knowledge
about corporate laws
& regulations, Ability to
take initiative and willing
to be “hands on” where
needed, Ability to work
independently, as well
as to work as part of a
team, Itis an advantage
to have a knowledge of
and/or experience in

Contract and Property
law, Myanmar Telecom
law, regulations and
litigation  preferred.
Interested candidate
pleasesend CVtoppo@
kcyangon.comwith Last
drawn, expected salary
& availability period. |
Units No. 1505, 1508
to 1509 | 15th Floor
Sakura Tower | 339
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Kyauktada. Ph: 255399,
255411-Ext:113 www.
kcyangon.com

Public Notics

THE ROYAL Embassy of
SaudiArabiais pleased
to invite pre-qualified
companies to tender for
supply and installation
of Physical Security
System at Embassy
Building. All interested
Tenders are required
in advance to purchase
the Documents for
specification and
General Contractual
terms, which will be
obtained from: The
Royal Embassy of
Saudi Arabia : No.6S,
InyaYeiktha Street,
Ward 10, Mayangone,
Yangon, Myanmar
AMDA Myanmar
Country Office moved
to a new location on
7" October, 2014. The
new office address : (1)
New Office Address:
AMDA Myanmar
Country Office: 73/A
(1), University Avenue
Road, Golden valley
(1), Bahan, Yangon. Ph
1 513224.

TRAINED  Domestic
Helper available.
Knowledge of all
household works,
including infants and
elderly people care.
Tel : 09-315-75765,
09-2506-49927.

¥
Al v

Event Crealar

For Wonderful
Event

Tel - 09-511-3104,
09-731-38387,
geniusofmyanmar@
gmail.com
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Travel

CENTURION AUTO :
Corporate Car Rental
offers transfer / daily

/" monthly / fleets
throughout Myanmar.
Vehicle amenities
include English-

speaking drivers, Wi-Fi
Internet, full international
insurance and full time
concierge. Contact us
anytime for further info.
(p)+95.1.571.586, info@
centurionauto.com, www.
centurionauto. com.
TESUAN Travel &
Tour, Travel Agent
License: Kha-2375,
Tour programs -
Yangon & Environs
1 Day Tour. Yangon
& Pyu city Package
Tour. Yangon-Golden
Rock Optional Tour.
Buddhist  Pilgrimage
Tour, Adventure & Eco
Tour, Hotel & Air ticket
reservation, Car rental
& Travel Insurance,
Office: 3/B, Ground Flr,
Hledan 1%t St, 3 Qtr,
Kamayut, Yangon, Tel:
511298, 09-302-85183,
09-732-38306, Email:
tesuantour.co.mm@
gmail.com, WWW.
tesuanmyanmar.com
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ORE than 80 local and

foreign cyclists con-

verged on Hlegu town-

ship north of Yangon

on November 23 to par-
ticipate in a day of road and mountain
bike racing.

The event was the first round of
a six-race, year-long series organised
under the guidelines of the Ministry
of Sport and sponsored by Myan Shwe
Pyi Tractors Inc (MSP) and the Myan-
mar Cycling Federation (MCF).

The 46-kilometre (28-mile) road
race, which started at 8am, was held
on the notorious, vomit-inducing 11
Hills course in Ou Yin Wa village in
Hlegu township.

The road race was won by Phyo Wai
Zin with a time of 1 hour, 22 minutes.
He also triumphed in the 19-25 age
group, while Kyaw Tun Oo finished
first among the under-19s (1h22m).
Australian Benjamin Rowse clinched
the over-25 title (1h29m).

The cyclists then transferred to
nearby Nga Su Taung village for the
noon start of the mountain bike

Bike races kick off new series

Cyclists start the mountain bike race held in Nga Su Taung vnllage in Hlegu township, Yangon Region, on November 23.

Photo: Supplied

race. Poor race directions along some
sections of the challenging course
caused some of the leading riders to
take wrong turns and suffer disquali-
fications, but in the end victory was
awarded to under-19 competitor Kyaw
Tun Oo (55 minutes, 46 seconds).

The 19-25 category was won by Than
Naing Soe (57m40s), while the over-
25 title was taken by Kyaw San Win
(57m10s). The women’s race was won by
Ma Su Su Wai (1h20m).

MCEF vice president Khin Maung
Win - who is also the owner of main
sponsor MSP, the authorised dealer for
Caterpillar heavy machinery in Myan-
mar - said his company supports cy-
cling because it is “a great sport and
lifestyle that will help achieve better
living ... We are all winners if more
people can cycle regularly and main-
tain a healthier lifestyle. We want to
create awareness by supporting com-
petitive cycling”

He said the idea for the race series
came from an “experienced cyclist”
with whom he rides.

“The concept is to support com-
petitive racers to prepare training
programs based on an organised race
calendar throughout the year,” he said.

The race was the first in a series
of six events that will be held over
the coming year in different locations
all over Myanmar, with competitions
scheduled every two months. The next

events will be held in Nay Pyi Taw in
late January 2015, and in Mandalay in
late March.

The race series also has a charity
element to it.

“We want to support the com-
munities living in the vicinity of race
events,” Khin Maung Win said. “We set
aside some funds from our company
to do that, but we also welcome other
corporate sponsors. We like to support
education for children, so the funds
will go to either scholarships or school
facilities.”

He said future events would see im-
provements - including installing bet-
ter race course markers and holding
the road and mountain bike races on
different days - but for an inaugural
event, both races went well.

“This was mainly due to sports-
manship demonstrated by all riders
and support from the people of Oo Yin
Wa and Nga Su Taung villages, local
authorities, the Sports Ministry and
the MCF. Our volunteers did a great
job,” he said.

Knut Bjorgum, a Norwegian expat
living in Yangon who finished 14 in
the over-25 category in the road race,
was left with a positive impression of
the event.

“The organisers, the challenging
and beautiful course, the local rid-
ers, the cheering local communities
- everything was great,” he said.
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Remote
chance for
Myanmar
in Suzuki
Cup 2014

KYAW ZIN HLAING
kyawzinhlaingldgmail.com

MYANMAR was left with only a remote
chance of advancing to the group stage
of the 2014 Suzuki Cup after losing to
Singapore at Singapore Sports Hub Na-
tional Stadium on November 26.

Shaiful Esah gave Singapore a lead
in minute 15 from a free kick, and then
struck twice more in final 10 minutes
of the first half to give the host nation
a 3-0 lead.

Myanmar hit back in the second
half through Kyaw Zayar Win and a
Kyaw Ko Ko penalty, but captain Khin
Maung Lwin headed into his own net
15 minutes from time to give Singa-
pore the crucial 4-2 win.

“I think we played well but a lack
of concentration in the first half cost
us dearly, and that’s the only reason
that we now have a very difficult job to
do against Thailand,” Myanmar coach
Radojko Avramovic said after the loss
to Singapore.

“Our plan in the first half was to try
to keep Singapore from our goal and to
try to attack them in the second half.
But we didn’t achieve that because we
conceded three really easy goals.

“If you look at the 90 minutes, I
think that Myanmar did well and they
showed that they could compete with
Singapore. If we were a little bit lucky,
then when it was 3-2, we could have
scored another goal as we had a really
good chance.”

Myanmar earned only 1 point after
two group matches, the first of which
was a draw against Malaysia in the
opening Group B match on November
23.

Myanmar faced Thailand in their
last group match on November 29, af-
ter The Myanmar Times went to press.
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Phillip Hughes

Australian cricketer died Thursday

from head injuries sustained in a match

Born: Now 30, 1988
Place: Macksville, NSW
Style: Left-handed

two days ago opening batsman

Career highlights
Test ODI* T20 First
class

Matches 26 25 1 114
Runs 1,535 826 1] 9,023
Highestscore 160 138 6 | 243
Average 3265 3591 6.0 4651
Centuries 3 2 1] 26

N

Phillip Hughes in Zimbabwe,
Aug 2014
Photo: Jekesai Nfikizana

LAYERS and politicians

expressed shock and

grounds fell silent last

week as the cricket world

plunged into mourning af-
ter the death of Australian batsman
Phillip Hughes.

Ripples from the demise of Hughes
on November 28, two days after he
was knocked unconscious by a cricket
ball, quickly spread across the planet
as the sport reeled from a rare death
in competition.

Play was called off on the second
day of the third test between Pakistan
and New Zealand in Sharjah, with
some players described as distraught.

An image of a smiling Hughes
adorned the electronic scoreboard in
the empty stadium in the United Arab
Emirates, where the 25-year-old re-
cently played for Australia.

@ Jul 2013

@ Jan 2013

@ Oct 2014

@ Feb 2009 Test debut

South Africa v Australia
Johannesburg

Last Test
England v Australia
Lord's, England

0Dl debut

Australia v Sri Lanka
Melbourne

Last ODI
Australia v Pakistan
Abu Dhabi

"One-day international
HHEE

Sowrce : Cricinfo

At the Adelaide Oval, home ground
of Hughes’s South Australia team, the
heart-wrenching message “Vale Phillip
Hughes 1988-2014” was posted on an
otherwise empty scoreboard.

Australian legend Adam Gilchrist
summed up the shock at Hughes’s
death with a tweet that read, “No no
no no no. RIP Phillip Hughes.”

The batsman collapsed on field
during a Sheffield Shield match in
Sydney and underwent emergen-
cy surgery, but he never regained
consciousness.

Australian Prime Minister Tony
Abbott said Hughes “was a young man
living out his dreams. His death is a
very sad day for cricket and a heart-
breaking day for his family.”

Shane Warne and Glenn McGrath
were among the Australian greats to
send condolences along with national

{

Pakistani cricketers walk past bats and caps placed outside the Pakistani dressing room at the Sharjah Cricket Stadium in
Sharjah on November 28 in honour of Australian cricketer Phillip Hughes. Photo: AFP/Aamir Qureshi

Hughes’ death stuns cricket

coach Darren Lehmann, who tweeted,
“RIP you little champ, we are all going
to miss you!”

And Indian superstar Sachin Ten-
dulkar led a wave of sympathy from
abroad as he saluted Hughes, his for-
mer teammate in the Indian Premier
League.

“Shocked to hear about Phil. Sad
day for cricket,” Tendulkar said.

Former South African wicketkeep-
er Mark Boucher, who was forced to
retire in 2012 after being hit in the eye
by a bail while wicket-keeping, tweet-
ed that he was “lost for words”.

International Cricket Council chief
executive David Richardson said, “All
those who play, have played or are in
any way connected to the game are
devastated by the news.”

There was also sympathy for
New South Wales paceman Sean

Abbott, who bowled the ball that felled
Hughes.

“How will he will continue? He is
dealt a blow to his career and he needs
counselling, which I am sure must
have started, and needs to stay calm,”
said former Pakistan fast bowler
Wagqar Younis.

Former England captain Andrew
Strauss, who played alongside Hughes
at Middlesex, led British tributes, de-
scribing the news as “sickening”

“The most sickening aspect of all of
this is that he was a guy in the best
years of his life and that was extin-
guished out of the blue,” Strauss told
SKky Sports News.

Middlesex Cricket Club announced
that flags at Lord’s would be lowered
in Hughes’s memory, while fans left
flowers at the ground’s Grace Gates.

The MCC president David Morgan

said, “Phillip was a fine cricketer and
one who we will tragically never have
the chance to see batting again here at
the home of cricket.”

Giles Clarke, chair of the England
and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), said
his organisation extended its “deepest
sympathies and heartfelt condolences”
to Hughes’s friends and family.

England players past and present
took to Twitter to express their shock
at the news.

“Absolutely devastated to hear that
Phil has passed away. Thoughts and
prayers with his family and friends,”
wrote England batsman Ian Bell.

Former England batsman Kevin
Pietersen also spared a thought for
Sean Abbott, writing, “NO NO NO NO
NO! RIP, Hughsey #63notout. Sean
Abbott - thinking about you too,
mate!” - AFP

01 - 224351,

olden L-=

2303092, 226306, 710044, 709398, 709233, 707766, 685646,

HIHLL I'“}h

lon W:re & Cable :\19 545

, 02 - 65585,

61299




