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Cracks widen within KNU
Karen National Union leaders call a meeting to discuss growing tension over the decision to suspend 
membership of the UNFC and a recent proposal to unify four major Kayin armed groups. news 3

news 4

MRTV-4: the ownership 
dispute with a twist   
Billed for almost a decade as a joint 
venture, the government now insists 
that MRTV-4 was privately owned 
from its 2006 launch – but Forever 
Group doesn’t see it that way. 

eXCLUsIVe 12

Shake-up looms in the 
Ministry of Health   
Department of Health likely to be 
split into two departments and 
district health offices set up to 
strengthen administrative structures 
for anticipated cash influx.

news 12

Zoo marks birthday of 
a much-loved resident   
Yangon zoo’s prized pachyderm Mo 
Mo has won legions of fans with her 
harmonica playing and dancing – and 
now they’re turning out to celebrate 
her 61st birthday.

BUsIness 27

Telenor Yangon launch 
pushed back two weeks   
Debut now expected around the end 
of October – one month after network 
was switched on in Mandalay – as 
Norwegian firm seeks to “optimise” 
coverage by adding more towers.

Chief negotiator U Aung Min draws fire 
for comments linking funding for the 

peace process to the speedy signing of a 
nationwide ceasefire agreement. 
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Participants attend peace 
talks in Shan State in July 

2013. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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Ebola? I barely knew ‘er
In news to be fi led under “you can’t make 
this sh*t up”, word of an Ebola scare in 
downtown Yangon spread rapidly last 
week after images of a poster in a hotel 
lobby went viral on social media and 
led to the police confi rming the whole 
thing had been a bizarre information-
gathering ploy by a junior Special Branch 
offi cer.

The poster in question had been 
placed at City Star Hotel in Kyauktada 
township, by a man who identifi ed 
himself to staff members as a police 
offi cer from the local constabulary. It 
listed the names of four people, and 
appealed for information at the bottom 
of the page: “If you see people on this 
list please inform us. These people have 
EBOLA. They disappeared from the 
airport.” The poster included passport 
numbers for three of the four listed.

The phone number provided didn’t 
appear to work. The list of names 
included one Ghanaian citizen, one 
Japanese, one Costa Rican, and one 
Myanmar. 
Page 2 has so far been unable to track 
down the Ghanaian man, but a quick 
Google revealed the Japanese woman 
appears to be in India after being taken 
in for observation over concerns she was 
displaying symptoms of the Ebola virus. 
Media there reported that 27-year-old 
Kawakubo Yuko had entered Manipur 
overland from Myanmar and as of 
October 14, results from the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Institute of Medical Sciences 
(JNIMS) in Imphal were still pending.

The Costa Rican man was listed 
as “Mr Otero Gunter”. Gunter Otero 
was the subject of a recent report 
in The Myanmar Times. A business 
owner at Ngapali beach, Mr Otero 
had been charged with disturbing 
an offi cial on duty (stemming from 
a misunderstanding about a birth 
certifi cate for his son born at Thandwe 
Hospital) but the case was thrown out 
of court. Complications arose with 
immigration and, for a time, he was 
simultaneously being questioned by local 
authorities about why he was overstaying 
his visa while not being allowed to leave 
the country. This issue has since been 
resolved, and he recently did a same-day 
visa run to Bangkok.

Page 2 spoke with Mr Otero, who 
confi rmed he does not have Ebola and is 
very concerned that his personal details 
were made publicly available.

Renowned Democratic Voice of 
Burma satirist Nay Zaw Naing’s name on 

the poster was followed by (sic) “DBB” 
in brackets, had the word “reporter” 
underneath, and identifi ed him as a 
Myanmar citizen, despite the fact he 
holds a Norwegian passport. He recently 
made a visa run to Bangkok and holds a 
journalist visa.

DVB confi rmed to Page 2 that, to the 
best of their knowledge, he hasn’t been 
to Liberia recently and defi nitely doesn’t 
have the Ebola virus either.

The rumours prompted the Centre 
for Disease Control to issue a statement 
via their Facebook page.

DVB staff went to City Star Hotel on 
October 17 to investigate, and asked staff 
to take the poster down – a request that 
was initially met with some reluctance, 
given that a fi gure of authority had put it 
there in the fi rst place. They then went 
to Kyauktada Police Station, where they 
were told the man in question was busy 
and could not meet with them.

The Myanmar Times managed to 
confi rm with Yangon police on October 
18 that the poster poster was not from 
Kyauktada police department but is a 
Special Branch offi cer., and that the issue 
has "been resolved".

DVB’s Toe Zaw Latt says this is “an 
example of the authorities making a 
false announcement which is not very 
helpful at all, and they can lose the public 
trust. It is easy to blame social media for 
instabilities or incitement with a rumour 
but a statement about something as 
serious as Ebola should be very carefully 
worded – they should understand the 
impact of such a statement, it can cause 
fear within the public...”

In brief:
Aspiring diabetic pleased international 
concerns over reform process didn’t 
thwart KFC’s plans to enter the market

IDP child appreciates sentiment behind 
visit from Clowns Without Borders, but 
says clowns are “terrifying, even with 
cultural context” and that while it was 
"a fun afternoon" his community "would  
have preferred actual aid”

Next week:
Condom vendor on Anawratha realises 
having his stall next to the six other 
condom vendors might explain his 
business's lack of competitive edge

New industry figures show market 
recovery after pronounced mid-year 
slump in swastika T-shirt sales

Special Branch rethinks strategy 
behind appeal for information based on 
allegations their targets are ISIS-affiliated, 
after embarrassing Ebola  gaffe

120
Deaths between April 2011 and August 

2014, as reforms of correctional 
facilities began to be rolled out 

4187
Deaths in yebet prison labour camps 

between 1978 and 2004

1119
Deaths between May 2004 and August 

2014 in "Agricultural and Livestock 
Breeding Centres" and "Management 
Centres", after yebet were rebranded 

in 2004

‘...but this is not 
about Ebola. This 
is about Nay Zaw 
Naing. He has the 
right visa, and he 
has done everything 
right. This is another 
way of tracking 
journalists.’

Toe Zaw Latt of DVB on Special 
Branch’s innovative new approach to 

intelligence-gathering

Page 2

IN PICTURES
May I Help You:  a statement, not a 
question. Community outreach poster  
from the Myanmar Police Force website

– Deaths in labour camps can be  attributed  to 
"weather, diet and lifestyle" factors, the Minister 
for Home Affairs said last week



News 3www.mmtimes.com News editor: Thomas Kean | tdkean@gmail.com

KNU to meet 
amid split fears

BELEAGURED by internal tensions, 
the Karen National Union has call an 
urgent meeting of its central com-
mittee this week to thrash out basic 
policies and head off a potential split 
among the group’s leaders, The My-
anmar Times has learned. 

The move comes after two sen-
ior members publicly disagreed on 
the decision to suspend the group’s 
membership in the United Nationali-
ties Federal Council (UNFC), an um-
brella organisation for ethnic armed 
forces.

The meeting, to be held at the 
group’s headquarters in Hlaingbwe 
township on October 22 or 23, will 
also discuss the proposed move to 
form a single fighting force from the 
four different Kayin armed groups, 
KNU general secretary Padoh Mahn 
Mahn told The Myanmar Times last 
week.

One of the main issues will be the 
KNU’s position in the UNFC, after 
leader General Mutu Say Pho walked 
out of the UNFC annual conference 
in late August. 

While he later wrote to the UNFC 
and said the KNU would suspend 

its membership, deputy leader 
Naw Zipporah Sein has indicated 
that she wants to stay inside the  
organisation. 

The Hlaingbwe meeting, which is 
expected to run for three days, will 
discuss whether to re-engage with 
the ethnic alliance.

Leaders last week attempted to 
play down tensions but there ap-
pear to be real fears that if left un-
addressed the issues could lead to a 
split among the leadership.

“I don’t want to say there are two 
groups in the KNU, but there are two 
visions,” said Padoh Mahn Mahn.

He said the discussion would ex-
amine whether it is better to main-
tain solidarity among ethnic oppo-
nents of the government, or whether 
KNU had the power to shape its fu-
ture alone.

The KNU meeting will also dis-
cuss the proposed reunification of 
Kayin armed groups, including the 
KNU’s armed wing, the Karen Na-
tional Liberation Army (KNLA), as 
well as the Democratic Karen Be-
nevolent Army (DKBA), the KNU/
KNLA Peace Council and the Ka-
ren National Defence Organisation 
(KNDO). In what appeared to be an 
attempt to unify those organisations, 
a statement issued on October 13 an-
nounced the formation of the Kawt-
hoolei Armed Forces (KAF).

FIFTY members of parliament have 
signed an appeal letter to President 
U Thein Sein calling for the release 
of former Minister for Religious Af-
fairs U San Sint, who was last week 
sentenced to 13 years’ imprisonment.

U San Sint was sacked and ar-
rested in June and charged with 
breach of trust and sedition. He was 
sentenced to 13 years and a K100,000 
fine by Dekkhinathiri Township 
Court in Nay Pyi Taw on October 17.

His lawyer, U Tin Tun, said he 
would lodge an appeal to the Manda-
lay Region High Court as soon as pos-
sible. “We are very dissatisfied [with 
the decision],” he added.

Pyithu Hluttaw representative U 
Khine Maung Yi said dozens of MPs 
were supporting the appeal.

“I was very sad when I heard this 
news. Fifty members of parliament 
have signed an appeal against his 
sentence and the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw has sent this appeal letter to the 

president and chief justice of the 
Supreme Court,” he said. “He did so 
many things as a Union minister … I 
think the judgment was unfair.”

The charges stem from allegations 
that U San Sint had misused around 
K10 million of state funds for a cer-
emony to consecrate a pagoda near 
Nay Pyi Taw in December 2013. He 
later paid back K2.8 million, accord-
ing to the government.

Presidential spokesperson U Ye 
Htut has publicly stated, however, 
that the minister’s downfall was  

related to his defiance of President U 
Thein Sein and alleged mishandling 
of the raid on the Mahasantisukha 
Monastery in early June.

Before being appointed minister 
for religious affairs, U San Sint was 
speaker of the Ayeyarwady Region 
Hluttaw, where he developed a loyal 
following among some residents for 
his outspoken criticism of the region-
al government.

Amyotha Hluttaw representative 
U Hla Swe said U San Sint would not 
have been charged if he had followed 
the president’s instructions. “U San 
Sint never did as the president said. 
It’s kind of like leaving someone be-
hind who doesn’t work together with 
the group,” he said.

But Ma Tin Sann, an activist from 
Ayeyarwady Region who took part in 
a protest of support for the former 
minister, said the government was 
hypocritical to target U San Sint.

“Why did they not take action 
against any other minister? We know 
most of the other ministers are mis-
appropriating money too,” she said.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Pyae TheT Phyo
ye Mon
newsroom@mmtimes.com

Police escort a van carrying U San Sint to Dekkhinathiri Township Court on October 17. Photo: Pyae Thet Phyo

Ei Ei ToE 
Lwin

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

MPs draft petition after former 
minister jailed for 13 years

More on news 7

‘It's kind of like 
leaving someone 
behind who doesn’t 
work together with 
the group.’

U hla swe 
Amyotha Hluttaw representative
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An ownership dispute with a twist
Rather than fight for ownership of MRTV-4, the government is now insisting that it never had a stake in the broadcaster

CONFUSION has emerged over the 
ownership structure of popular free-
to-air channel MRTV-4. The network’s 
private investors have failed to clarify 
comments from a senior Ministry of 
Information official who insisted it 
has been wholly private since its es-
tablishment in 2006. 

The uncertainty over ownership 
also brings into focus questionable de-
tails about the original contract, and 
whether government property and 
human resources should have been al-
located to what the government now 
says was a purely private enterprise.

The station was set up by Forever 
Media Group in 2006, during U Kyaw 
Hsan’s tenure as minister for infor-
mation, with cabinet approval. It was 
widely publicised as a joint venture 
with Myanma Radio and Television 
(MRTV), although that now appears 
to be in doubt.

MRTV director general U Tint Swe, 
the former head of the government 
censorship board, told The Myanmar 
Times in an interview that the govern-
ment has never been a partner in the 
channel and receives only a monthly 
licensing fee.

The fee enables MRTV-4 to operate 
despite State Law and Order Restora-
tion Council Law 9/89 – also known 
as the State-owned Economic Enter-
prises Law – giving the state “the sole 
right to carry out … broadcasting ser-
vice and television service”.

“MRTV-4 is a privately owned 
channel,” said U Tint Swe, who was 
promoted to director general to run 
MRTV in 2012. 

He said the contract makes no 
mention of a partnership, and de-
scribes Forever Group as “the licensee” 
and the ministry as “the issuer” of the 
licence.

“In the contract you can see that it 
states [the ministry] will give permis-
sion to run terrestrial and cable broad-
cast [operations to Forever Group]. 
For that, the revenue will be shared 
between both sides. [The company] 
has to give 25 to 50 percent of the rev-
enue to the government on a monthly 
basis.”

This revenue, he said, has risen 
from about K90 million a month to as 
much as K150 million now. This would 
put total annual revenue for MRTV-4 

at somewhere between K3.6 billion 
and K7.2 billion.

To clear the confusion over owner-
ship, the ministry plans to sever all 
ties with MRTV-4 before the broadcast 
media law is enacted. This is likely to 
require the broadcaster to change its 
name, U Tint Swe said.

“We are now working on how [the 
confusion over ownership of MRTV-
4] should be cleared up. It could be 
approved in near future. We will … 
charge them for the [state] infrastruc-
ture they use.”

“It will also not be possible to con-
tinue using the MRTV-4 name.”

When asked about U Tint Swe’s 
comments, a Forever Group represent-
ative failed to clarify the company’s 
ownership structure.

U Khin Maung Htay, a founding 
member of Forever Group’s board of 
directors, said initially that MRTV-4 
“already is” privately owned. However, 
he then added it would be a “purely 
private” channel when the broadcast 
media law is enacted.

When pressed further, he said it 
was set up as a joint venture but would 
change when the law is introduced.

“It is originally a joint venture,” he 
said. “But when the new law is enacted 

we will have to follow it. We will change 
depending on what the government de-
cides.” 

Asked about the structure of joint 
venture and if Forever Group simply 
paid a licence fee to the government, 
U Khin Maung Htay responded, “I will 
discuss it if [the government] does. 
Otherwise I don’t have any authority 
to talk about it.”

For many years the operation ap-
peared, at least on face value, to be a 
joint venture. MRTV-4 is the fourth 
channel of Myanma Radio and Tel-
evision – after MRTV, MRTV-2 (now 

Myawady) and MRTV-3 (now Myan-
mar International) – and until April 
2013 was run by both civil servants 
and Forever Group employees.

A significant proportion of the pro-
duction costs were covered by the gov-
ernment, which also provided most of 
the original technical expertise.

The government established a 
News Production Department at 
MRTV-4 headed by a director, which 
oversaw the creation – and censorship 
– of nearly all of the content.

This department quickly grew from 
20 to 157 staff  before being recalled in 
January 2013. The cost of news pro-
ductionm, as well as the salaries and 
production expenses incurred by all 
civil servants at MRTV-4, was covered 
by the government, U Tint Swe said.

He conceded that the contract 
never specified that government staff 
would be allocated to support the  
network.

“In the contract, there are not any 
points about who will do what things,” 
he said.

What is clear is that, without sup-
port from the ministry, the channel 
would not be as successful as it is today.

U Myint Aung, a former director 
of the News Production Department 

who now works at the National Races 
Channel, said MRTV staff had been  
essential to get the station up and  
running. 

“Initially, [Forever Group staff] 
didn’t really know much about broad-
casting. They didn’t know anything 
about how to produce a program … 
They got these skills by collaborating 
[with MRTV staff],” he said.

Meanwhile, the station used – and 
continues to use – government prop-
erty on Pyay Road, and also benefits 
from the use of other government  
facilities.

Former and current staff at MRTV-
4, employed by both the government 
and Forever Group, told The Myan-
mar Times there was widespread con-
fusion over its ownership.

“Initially, MRTV-4 was a joint ven-
ture … How come the channel was 
entirely transferred to the Forever 
Group?” asked Daw Pa Pa San Kyaw, 
a former program director at MRTV-4 
who now works at MRTV.

“[Forever Group staff] are still in 
our compound and using our offices,” 
she said.

One senior Forever Group staffer, 
who asked not to be named, said the 
company now handles all MRTV-4 
production. “But we are not still en-
tirely separate from each other. We 
still use the ministry’s facilities.”

U Tint Swe insisted that this was 
reasonable given that half the revenue 
went to the government.

U Thiha Saw, a member of the My-
anmar Press Council (Interim), said 
the ownership of the channel was “un-
clear” since the beginning. If it was 
privately owned, it should not have 
been set up with the name MRTV-4, 
he said, as it gives the impression that 
the government is a participant. He 
also expressed surprise that the gov-
ernment continued to pay the salaries 
of its staff who were assigned to work 
on MRTV-4.

U Thiha Saw, who is also edito-
rial director at The Myanmar Times, 
said he believed Forever Group par-
ticipated in MRTV-4 in order to get 
permission to operate, from 2005, the 
5-Series satellite network, which had a 
monopoly on pay television broadcast-
ing until the launch of Skynet in 2010.

He added that the lack of clarity 
was quite normal in Myanmar and 
that “clearing up the mess” would be 
a challenge.

“Myanmar has endured … not only 
the wrong policies but also misman-
agement. As a result of these, there has 
been a great deal of un-transparent ac-
tivities, corruption and cronyism.”

Sandar 
Lwin

sdlsandar@gmail.com

A cameraman from MRTV-4 films a football match. Photo: Supplied

‘Initially MRTV-4 
was a joint venture 
... How come 
the channel was 
transferred to the 
Forever Group?’

Daw Pa Pa San Kyaw 
Former program director, MrtV-4





THE government’s chief negotiator 
has generated controversy by warn-
ing in a speech to parliament that 
international funding for the peace 
process could dry up unless a nation-
wide ceasefire agreement is signed.

Political and ethnic leaders have 
criticised his comments, questioning 
whether they were designed to pres-
sure armed groups into agreeing to 
the government’s ceasefire demands.

They also responded that the 
ceasefire could be signed quickly and 
cheaply if the government was will-
ing to give more ground at the nego-
tiating table, and questioned the ex-
penses of the Myanmar Peace Center, 
which has been facilitating talks.

A costly peace
Speaking to parliament on October 
13 in response to questions from 
MP Thura U Aung Ko, U Aung Min 
said Myanmar’s peace process had 
been more expensive than in other 
countries that had undergone similar 
peacebuilding efforts.

He said K358.6 million had been 
spent from the government budget 
in 2012-13 – mostly to set up the  

Myanmar Peace Center (MPC) – 
while other expenses had been cov-
ered with support from the Euro-
pean Union, United Nations Peace 
Building Fund, Japanese govern-
ment, Nippon Foundation and My-
anmar Peace Support Initiative.   

Most of this funding has been fun-
nelled into the MPC, which is headed 
by U Aung Min.

Since 2012, MPC has accepted 
US$1.2 million from Japan, $404,600 
from UNPBF, $6.3 million from Nip-
pon Foundation and $511,935 from 
MPSI.

The main donor, however, has 
been the EU, which pledged 5 million 
euros ($6.40 million) from November 
2012 to the end of September 2014. 
However, U Aung Min said MPC had 
accepted just 1.6 million euros ($2.05 
million) of that figure to March this 
year.

All funding was in the form of aid 
or grants rather than loans so did not 
require approval from parliament. 
However, U Aung Min said donors 
have managed spending closely, add-
ing that he felt “inferior” because the 
government did not have the right to 
manage the funds itself.

“But if we took these expenses 
from the state budget, funding for 
building roads and bridges would 
decrease. That’s why we are accept-
ing [foreign assistance] although it 
makes us feel inferior,” he said.

He added that not all of the fund-
ing pledged had been handed over. 
“They [donors] have a policy that 
they will provide full support when 
we get a nationwide ceasefire accord.”

He added that the peace process 
would struggle on despite these fi-
nancial challenges.

“I don’t want you getting de-
pressed but I want let you all know the  
situation.”

Pressure points: a dangerous game
The linking of the nationwide cease-
fire and international assistance by 
U Aung Min has been controversial, 

with some politicians saying that 
the government is trying to pressure 
armed ethnic groups to sign the draft 
ceasefire. Others speculated that the 
comments indicated the government 
could use funding as an excuse to 
stop the peace process.

“It doesn’t make sense,” said Daw 
Dwe Bu, secretary of Pyithu Hluttaw 
Internal Peace-making Committee. 

She said foreign aid should be 
held over for rehabilitation projects 
after getting a nationwide cease-
fire. “We can’t do any rehabilitation  
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Anger as minister links aid to ceasefire
Politicians accuse government of trying to pressure armed groups into signing a draft nationwide ceasefire in order to unlock more international funding for the peace process

Minister of the President’s Office U Aung Min gestures as he makes a speech during a 
march to mark the International Day of Peace in Yangon on September 21, 2013. Photo: AFP
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 MILLION US$ 

11
Approximate amount spent to date by 
the government on the peace process, 

the majority from foreign donors
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projects without a concrete ceasefire.”
U Aung Min’s comments come at a 

sensitive time for the peace process.
The Union Peace-making Work 

Committee (UPWC), led by U Aung 
Min, and the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Coordination Team, which is nego-
tiating on behalf of 16 armed ethnic 
groups, have been working toward a 
nationwide ceasefire since November 
2013. However, at the most recent 
talks in September, tensions emerged 
over security issues and shortly after 
negotiations concluded clashes broke 
out between the Tatmadaw and eth-
nic armies. 

NCCT leader Naing Han Thar in-
sisted last week that ethnic groups 
would only sign the ceasefire if the 
government accepts their demand 
for a federal union system.

“International aid and the nation-
wide ceasefire are different. If they 
want to get genuine peace, they don’t 
need much money. They must be 
fair,” he said.  

The controversy comes just weeks 
after President U Thein Sein linked 
the 2015 general election to the peace 
process in a national radio address, 
and appeared to suggest that if the 
ceasefire is not signed the elections 
could be delayed.

Political analyst U Yan Myo 
Thein said it was dangerous for 
the government put pressure on 
ethnic groups to sign the ceasefire, 
particularly if the motivation is  

international funding.
“It could harm the process ... It is 

impossible to get genuine peace by 
using pressure like this,” he said. 

“[Conflict] is our internal prob-
lem. Why did [the government] say 
they will get more money when we 
sign a nationwide ceasefire?

“The government has a duty to 
get a nationwide ceasefire, regardless 
of whether it receives international  
assistance.”

Money well spent?
U Yan Myo Thein questioned the 
$11 million spent by MPC over the 
past two years. “Most money has 
been used for the development of 
MPC and only a little on the peace 
process,” he said, adding that the 
centre should be more transpar-
ent about how the money is used, 
particularly how much goes toward  

salaries, transportation costs and 
travel allowances.  

But U Aung Min said in his ad-
dress to parliament that the more 
than 100 staff employed at MPC 
were appointed by a consulting 
firm, International Management 
Group, that was assigned by the EU. 
IMG and other foreign organisa-
tions audit all MPC expenses each 
week, he added.

U Aung Min said he and other 
government officials who take part 
in peace talks, as well as the cen-
tre’s four special advisers, have 
agreed not to accept “any sal-
ary or any assistance from foreign  
organisations”.

One source close to the UPWC, 
who asked not to be named, said he 
was not concerned about funding 
stopping if talks toward a nationwide 
ceasefire are not soon concluded.

“There are many other countries 
that are interested in the peace pro-
cess and want to give assistance. We 
have many options if the EU or oth-
ers decide to stop our funding,” he 
said. 

“For example, we can get funds 
from China if we request it – China 
would be very happy to help us.

“And even if no one will help us, 
the government has enough money 
to cover these expenses because [the 
peace centre’s activities] are very 
important for the state’s peace and  
tranquillity.”

News 7www.mmtimes.com

Anger as minister links aid to ceasefire
Politicians accuse government of trying to pressure armed groups into signing a draft nationwide ceasefire in order to unlock more international funding for the peace process

Minister of the President’s Office U Aung Min gestures as he makes a speech during a 
march to mark the International Day of Peace in Yangon on September 21, 2013. Photo: AFP

‘It is impossible to 
get genuine peace  
by using pressure 
like this.’

U yan Myo Thein 
Political analyst

PEACE PROCESS

The statement said the recent clash-
es between government forces and 
Kayin armed groups prompted the 
founding of the KAF. It also cast 
doubt on the level of agreement 
reached between the government 
and the armed groups, saying that 
the KAF would continue the fight 
for federalism.

However, on October 14, the 
KNU’s defence department an-
nounced that the KNLA and the 
KNDO were still part of the KNU, 
suggesting that senior officers of 
those groups who had signed the 
agreement to form the KAF had 
been acting without authorisation.

Padoh Kwe Htoo Win, joint sec-
retary general of the KNU, said he 
did not believe the KNDO and the 
KNLA want to split. 

“Reunification is very important 
for the Kayin. We will continue to 
discuss reunification, and try to 
solve political problems through po-
litical means,” he said.

Leaders will also examine the 
state of negotiations toward a na-
tionwide ceasefire between the gov-
ernment and armed ethnic groups. 
At a meeting in September, talks hit 
a roadblock on the issue of security 
sector reform.

“We are seriously concerned by 
[recent negotiations] and need to 
consider whether we should change 
our stance on the ceasefire deal,” Pa-
doh Mahn Mahn said.

He said he feared the govern-
ment was trying to remove clauses 
already agreed upon, particularly 
concerning establishing a federal 
system through political dialogue.

“If [the federal system clause] 
is not included, how can the peace 
talks move forward?”

conTinUEd froM nEws 3
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Labour leaders seek jail for 
bosses who defy arbitration

LABOUR activists are campaigning 
for further amendments to a labour 
law that they say fails to protect 
workers. Despite an intervention by 
President U Thein Sein and others, 
parliament decided against sending 
employers to prison for breaking the 
Settlement of Labour Disputes Law. 
Instead, they face a maximum fine of 
K1 million under an amended version 
of the law passed in September.

Ko Ye Naing Win, a member of the 
Arbitration Council, the highest au-
thority for resolving labour disputes, 
said activists plan to launch a peti-
tion urging parliament to review the 
law again.

“If the law doesn’t allow for prison 
sentences, it can’t effectively protect 
workers,” he said. “Basically, employ-
ers can get away with firing a worker 
for only K500,000 or K1 million.”

The Settlement of Labour Dis-
putes Law was enacted in March 
2012, creating the Arbitration Council 
to settle disputes between employers 
and workers. 

However, activists and officials 
said most of its rulings – about 100 to 
date – had been ignored by employ-
ers because the penalties ranged from 
just K30,000 to K100,000.

Deputy Minister for Labour Daw 
Win Maw Tun told parliament last 
month that the light penalties in the 
law allowed employers to ignore the 
council’s rulings. Another problem, 
she said, is that the law does not cov-
er Nay Pyi Taw Council or self-admin-
istered zones and regions.

As a result, the Ministry of La-
bour and the International Labour 
Organization joined local work-
ers’ groups in arguing for tougher 
enforcement provisions, and even 
the president said the protection of 
workers’ rights would require the 
option of imprisonment.

However, when the law was debat-
ed in parliament, MPs instead opted to 
increase the punishments to K500,000 
and K1 million, depending on which 
section of the law was violated.

Pyithu Hluttaw representative U 
Khine Maung Yi defended the deci-
sion, saying that enforcement did not 
depend only on having strict punish-
ments.

He said if jail terms are introduced 
for those who fail to abide by Arbitra-
tion Council rulings, workers would 
also likely end up in prison.

“I don’t want workers to go to jail 
– that’s why I proposed not to have 
jail terms,” he said. “I would also like 
to ask [labour rights’ groups] why 
they are complaining about the law ... 
As far as I know, most are just talking 
about what they have heard, not what 
they have observed.”

U Maung Maung Win, a lawyer 
and employer representative on the 
Arbitration Council, said it was un-
clear whether the law could be effec-
tive without jail time as a potential 
punishment.

However, he said employers had 
also called for the law to include im-
prisonment because they are unhap-
py that workers are ignoring council 
rulings.

“We need to consider both sides – 
the employers and the workers,” he 

said. “We as the Arbitration Council 
are trying to find a middle way to re-
solve labour disputes.”

But Ma Khine, who was fired from 
her job at the Tai Ye footwear factory 
for leading a strike action by work-
ers, said the penalties in the new 
law would not cause an employer to 

hesitate before unlawfully dismiss-
ing a worker. 

In Ma Khine’s case, her employer 
abided by the Arbitration Council rul-
ing to increase wages but not to re-
hire her and other workers who led 
the strikes. 

Former garment worker Ko Thet 
Hnin Aung said his former employer, 
Aung Sein Garment Factory, had ig-
nored an instruction to rehire him. 
“I don’t believe the law can protect 
our rights” without jail terms, he 
said.

Ko Tun Tun Naing, a member of 
the Cooperative Committee for Trade 
Unions, said 2470 labour disputes 
had occurred between June 2012 and 
August 2014. In most cases that the 
Arbitration Council had been asked 
to adjudicate its rulings were ignored, 
he said. 

“Working people can’t survive 
long without a job,” he said. “This law 
does nothing for workers’ rights.”

Staff from the Home Shin factory protest in Yangon on September 23, 2013. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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‘If the law doesn’t 
allow for prison 
sentences, it can’t 
effectively protect 
workers.’

Ko Ye Naing Win 
Arbitration council member
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29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

Increased fines in amended Settlement of Labour Disputes Law do not go far enough, activists and workers say

New rules for publishing licences to open up sector

THE issuing of publishing licences has 
resumed following a six-month halt, af-
ter the Ministry of Information enacted 
by-laws for the Printing and Publishing 
Enterprise Law on October 10. 

The ministry announced that local 
and foreign investors could apply for 
licences for all kind of publications, 
including newspapers, magazines and 
journals, as of October 15.

The process had been halted in 
April after the enactment of the Print-
ing and Publishing Enterprise Law the 
previous month in March, leaving pro-
spective publishers in limbo.

According to the new rules, appli-
cants must provide details about the 
proposed publication and its editors, 
while agreeing to follow the code of 
conduct of the News Media Council.

Approval is to be granted within 
three weeks and a licence attained 
within three days of paying the 
K50,000 (about US$50) registration 
fee. Licensees are required to start 
their publishing business within two 
years but there appear to be few other 
restrictions on who can hold a licence.

U Thiha Saw, a member of the My-
anmar Press Council (Interim) and 
editorial director at The Myanmar 
Times, said this would be a significant 
change from the previous licensing 
process, when the Ministry of Infor-
mation had significant discretion over 
who to grant a licence to.

“Previously getting a licence de-
pended on [the authorities]. It is a pos-
itive step if every applicant who is in 
accord with the law can get a licence,” 
he said. “Ethnic people can also easily 
get a licence for publishing in ethnic 
languages. It is welcome news.”

Licences will be valid for five years 
– up from one year previously – and 
can be cancelled for publishing mate-
rial that damages a religion, encour-
ages terrorism or crime, or is deemed 
to be pornographic. 

Any changes to the shareholding 
of joint ventures with a publishing li-
cence must be relayed to the ministry.

Foreign investors can apply for a 
licence for a printing or publishing 
business with prior approval from the 
Myanmar Investment Commission.

Under the foreign investment 
law, foreign firms can only publish 
in foreign languages, while the draft 
Broadcast Media Law approved by 
the Amyotha Hluttaw allow foreign 
investors to hold up to 30 percent in 
a broadcast media firm.

While foreign investors are al-
lowed to invest in both print and 
broadcast with approval from cabinet, 

local investors are banned from doing 
so under the draft broadcast law.

The rules re-open the registration 
process that was temporarily halted 
in April following the abolition of the 
administrative body for printers, pub-
lishers and distributors.

The body was abolished following 
the enactment of the Printing and 
Publishing Enterprise Law in March. 
The law replaced the 1962 Printers 
and Publishers Registration Act. 

As of April, the ministry had issued 
licences to 366 weekly journals, 31 
daily newspapers, 290 magazines and 
more than 8000 other publications. Of 
these, 11 daily newspapers, 210 weekly 
journals and 190 magazines are cur-
rently being published.

Licences issued under the 1962 act 
are valid until their expiry date, after 
which the licence holder will have to 
apply for a licence under the new law.

SANDAR LWIN
sdlsandar@gmail.com
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THE Supreme Court has agreed to 
hear an appeal on behalf of the four 
jailed Unity Journal reporters who 
are serving seven-year sentences for 
breaching the 1923 State Secrets Act, 
alongside their CEO U Tint San.

Reporters Ko Lu Maw Naing, Ko 
Sithu Soe, Ko Paing Thet Kyaw and Ko 
Yazar Oo were also convicted in July 
on charges of trespassing in a restrict-
ed area and taking photos of a Defence 
Ministry facility without permission.

The charges stemmed from the 
publication of an article alleging that 
chemical weapons were being pro-
duced at a military facility in Magwe.

“We will wait about 45 days for the 
court to hear the revision. We believe 
they can be acquitted,” their lawyer, U 
Robert Sann Aung, said. 

However, U Kyaw Lin, the lawyer 
for U Tint San, suggested they were 
unlikely to be acquitted.

“If the judge decides to sentence 
them to one year’s imprisonment, they 
don’t need to stay in jail because of the 
days in detention,” he said, adding that 
he will submit a separate appeal for 
his client in the next week or so. 

Reporter Ko Lu Maw’s wife Ma 
Lwin Lwin Myint said she was delight-
ed at the news the court had agreed to 
hear the appeal.

Last month, Magwe Region court 
reduced the group’s sentences from 10 
years’ imprisonment with hard labour 
to seven years. – Ye Mon

Lun Min Mang Ye Mon

Supreme 
Court to 
consider 
‘Unity’ case

Three editorial members and two publishers sentenced to two years’ imprisonment for incitement

FIVE staff members from the defunct 
Bi Mon Te Nay journal plan to appeal 
two-year jail terms handed down 
in Pabedan Township Court, their  
lawyer said last week.

The three editorial staff – U Win 
Tin, U Aung Thant and Ko Min Wa-
than – and publishers U Kyaw Min 
Khine and U Yin Min Tun were given 
the jail terms on October 16 for in-
citement under section 505(b) of the 
Penal Code. 

They may also receive support 
from the Remaining Political Pris-
oner Scrutiny Committee, as member 
U Nyo Tun told The Myanmar Times 
after the sentencing that he believed 
they were political prisoners.

He said the government regularly 
used the incitement charge to jail 
political activists but sentences are 
normally no more than six months.

“I’m very disappointed that the 
authorities sentenced journalists in 
this way … The punishment is un-
fair,” said U Nyo Tun, who is also a 
member of the Former Political Pris-
oners’ Society.

The Bi Mon Te Nay staff were 
arrested on July 8 after publishing 
an announcement from an activist 
group, the Movement for Democracy 
Current Force (MDCF), that said Daw 

Aung San Suu Kyi and ethnic po-
litical leaders had formed an interim 
government. MDCF leader Ko Htin 
Kyaw has since received a six-month 
jail term for distributing pamphlets 
with the erroneous information.

They were initially charged un-
der sections 5(d) and 5(j) of the 1950 
Emergency Provisions Act for caus-
ing public alarm and undermining 

security of the state but those charg-
es were dropped in favour of section 
505(b) in August.

The arrests were controversial 
because the government submitted a 
complaint directly to police, bypass-
ing the Myanmar Press Council (In-
terim), which was set up in part to 
handle complaints.

Under the News Media Law  

enacted in March, legal action can 
only be taken after both parties at-
tempt to resolve the dispute through 
mediation. However, the law is not 
yet in effect because the government 
has not enacted by-laws – despite 
having been required to do so within 
90 days.

The defendants’ lawyer, U Kyaw 
Win, said he had proposed at the fi-
nal session of the trial that the News 
Media Law apply in the case but the 
judge had rejected his argument. He 
said his clients had asked him to sub-
mit an appeal to the Western District 
Court against the verdict.

“As the district court is higher, 
a wider scope of legal issues can be 
considered in the case. Whether the 
media law is applicable will then be-
come clear,” he said.

Ko Wathan’s girlfriend, Ma Suu 
Thet Hnin, said it was unclear 
why the media workers received 
a harsher sentence than Ko Htin 
Kyaw.

“I feel it is unfair. Did they give 
harsher sentences because they are 
journalists?” she said. “It is also very 
noticeable that the media law was 
not followed in this case.”

U Kyaw Min Swe, secretary of the 
Myanmar Press Council (Interim), 
told The Myanmar Times the sen-
tence was “severe” and ran counter 
to President U Thein Sein’s promises 
to uphold press freedom.

“This is not what we expected,” he 
said. “I do not mean that they were 
innocent but … the decision is a bit 
severe.”

A staff member of Bi Mon Te Nay leaves court after sentencing on October 16.

‘Bi Mon Te Nay’ staff to appeal
Photo: Zarni Phyo
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Parliamentarians demand a  
fair trial for migrant workers

Bill 
O’TOOle

botoole12@gmail.com

Two migrant workers accused of killing two British tourists on the island of Koh Tao kneel on the ground between 
police and members of the press on October 3. Photo: AFP

Pyae TheT Phyo
pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com

MYANMAR’S national parliament 
has approved an urgent proposal 
demanding that two migrant work-
ers arrested on suspicion of mur-
der on Thailand’s Koh Tao island 
be given a fair trial.

The motion, submitted by 
Amyotha Hluttaw representative 
U Khin Maung Yi on October 13 
and approved the same day, also 
emphasised that the men should 
not be treated like criminals unless 
they have been convicted.

“All Myanmar citizens have 
been traumatised by this case and 
are hoping for a fair result,” the 
proposal read.

In submitting the motion, U 
Khin Maung Yi said the govern-
ment and parliament had a re-

sponsibility to ensure that the men 
received a fair hearing.

“It is necessary to be 100 per-
cent sure that the human rights 
and legal protections for the two 
men charged with murder on Koh 
Tao [have been respected],” he 
said.

“Koh Tao authorities need to 
put forward a case to the court 
with strong evidence … and the 
court process should be fair.”

After the motion was approved, 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker Thu-
ra U Shwe Mann said he would 
send a formal message to Thai-
land’s legislative assembly express-
ing the concerns raised.

Thai police have charged two 
migrant workers from Myanmar 
with the murder of David Miller, 
24, and the rape and murder of 
Hannah Witheridge, 23, after their 

bodies were found on Koh Tao on 
September 15. 

Reports have emerged that the 
men subsequently retracted their 
confession and accused police of 
obtaining it through torture, an al-
legation Thailand has denied.

On October 14, meanwhile, 
Mr Prayut rejected an offer from 
Britain to help with the investiga-
tion that was made the previous 
day, when the British government 
summoned Thailand’s ambassa-
dor. Earlier on October 14, Brit-
ain’s ambassador to Thailand met 
both Thai and Myanmar officials in 
Bangkok to discuss the investiga-
tion.

However, Mr Prayut said the 
case against the suspects was “re-
liable” and an internal issue for 
Thailand. – With AFP, translation 
by Thiri Min Htun

PRE-TRIAL testimony began on Octo-
ber 14 in the case of two Myanmar mi-
grant workers accused of murdering a 
vacationing British couple in Koh Tao, 
as Thai police asked to extend their de-
tention past an October 15 deadline.

The judge, defence team and public 
prosecutors heard testimony from key 
witnesses in the case and the two de-
fendants. While the public prosecutor 
already had access to the statements 
each witness gave to the police, having 
the testimonies read in court allows 
them to be added to the case file.

Andy Hall, a migrant rights expert 
who helped organise a pro-bono team 
of lawyers for the accused, said the next 
step will see the police make “modifica-
tions” to the case file based on the re-
quests of the public prosecutor’s office.

It remains unclear what “modifica-
tions” the prosecutors have asked for. 
Reports in Thai media have quoted a 
high ranking police officer from Koh 
Samui saying that the requested chang-
es have made the case against the two 
migrant workers “perfect”.

“The incomplete parts of the case 
that the prosecutor wanted the police 
to add more to are now perfect,” Police 
Major General Paween Pongsirin was 
quoted as saying on October 16.

Once the file is returned, the pros-
ecutor’s office will make the final deci-
sion over whether to take the case to 
trial. While October 15 is technically 
the last day the two Myanmar nationals 
can be held according to Thai law, the 
public prosecutor’s office has asked for 
the detention to be extended another 15 
days, Mr Hall said.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times 
via email, Mr Hall said the process of 
deciding whether to lay charges can 
often stretch out for years in the Thai 
legal system “but surely this will be 
rushed through”. Mr Hall said the de-
fence team expects a formal decision 
from the public prosecutor this week.

If convicted, both men could face 
the death penalty.

The small island of Koh Tao has 
been the centre of international media 
attention since mid-September, when 
the bodies of David Miller and Hannah 
Witheridge were discovered.

After two weeks of investigation, 
Thai authorities identified two Myan-
mar migrant workers as suspects. Both 
men were brought in for questioning 
on October 1, where they eventually 
confessed after several hours of inter-
rogation, according to Thai media.

The arrests have been controversial 
because of reports suggesting the men 
may have been mistreated during their 
interrogation. Senior police officials in 
Ko Tao reportedly insisted from the 
start that the murder could not have 
been committed by a Thai person and 
made the Myanmar migrant worker 
community their focus, creating the 
perception that they may not have con-
sidered all options.

Additionally, the investigation’s 
credibility has been tarnished by re-
ports that the Thai police tortured My-
anmar migrant workers in the area in 
their quest for suspects, and similarly 
tortured the accused.

On his Facebook account, Mr Hall 
raised further doubts about the fairness 
of the legal proceedings. He said the 
defence team he helped assemble has 
had very little chance to consult with 
the defendants. “Appointed defence 
lawyers had 30 minutes with accused 
yesterday and arrived late last night. 
Right to fair trial means adequate prep 
time,” he said on October 14.

Hearing begins 
for Koh Tao 
island accused
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Mo Mo practises with a trainer last week ahead of her birthday celebration on October 19. Photo: Yu Yu

Yangon zoo celebrates birthday 
of Mo Mo, a much-loved resident

YANGON Zoo has put on a party 
for prized pachyderm Mo Mo, who 
turned 61 over the weekend.

Born in 1953, Mo Mo was donated 
to Yangon Zoo by U Khoon Sandah 
from Loikaw, Kayah State, on June 6, 
1961. She has since become a crowd 
favourite thanks to her talent for 
playing the harmonica and swaying 
her elephant hips in time to music. 

Celebrations were to run from 
9:30 to 4pm on October 19 and in-
clude music performances, and ani-
mal and magic shows. The highlight, 
however, was to take place at 10am, 
when Mo Mo was expected to blow 
out 61 candles on her birthday cake 
and do a dance for visitors.

“We are excited to celebrate her 
birthday and are proud of our elderly 
elephant,” Dr Khin Sane Win, general 
manager of Htoo Foundation’s zoos 
and gardens business unit, said last 
week ahead of the party.

In her 53 years at the zoo, Mo 
Mo has seen her lifelong friends 
Aung Toe, Ma Toe, Moe Meit and Ma 
Yang Kot - with whom she danced, 
walked and stayed together for dec-
ades - pass away. Even as her keep-
ers retired, one after another, she 

remained healthy and strong.
“It is amazing that she is still 

healthy for her age. She has only 
once suffered a serious illness, back 
in 1997 when she had stomach prob-
lems. Apart from that, she has never 
had any health issues,” Dr Khin Sane 
Win said.

Mo Mo’s longevity is particularly 
remarkable given research has shown 

elephants in captivity tend to have 
much shorter lives than their counter-
parts in the wild. A study published 
in Science in 2008 that used data col-
lected from elephants employed in 
Myanmar’s logging industry found 
elephants in zoos have lifespans less 
than half those in the wild on average.

The median lifespan for Myanma 

Timber Enterprise (MTE) elephants 
was almost 42 years, while Asian ele-
phants born in captivity lived for just 
18.9 years, researchers found.

Of course, Mo Mo still shows some 
of the usual signs of old age, such as 
teeth problems. But life in the zoo has 
allowed Mo Mo to age gracefully, said 
veterinarian Dr Tun Myint, who has 
worked at the zoo since 1992.

“She is not a working elephant – 
she lives like an uptown woman in 
the zoo and we have never forced her 
to work,” Dr Tun Myint said. “We take 
pride in her health and longevity.”

Daw San San Oo, the head of 
the Natural History Museum inside 
the zoo grounds, said last year was 
a memorable occasion, with Mo Mo 
given a crown to wear for the day.

Other important occasions in her 
life came in 1994 and 1996, when she 
took part in parades held to mark the 
arrival of a Buddha tooth relic from 
China. However, one life milestone 
she has not passed is motherhood: 
Mo Mo has remained a spinster her 
whole life. However, she has often 
helped other elephants look after 
their calves, Daw San San Oo said.

“Mo Mo is very clever and tame,” 
she added. “She has never troubled 
her keepers so they love her very 
much – and I love her too.”

Zon Pann Pwint
zonpann08@gmail.com

Health dept to 
be split under  
reform plan
HEALTH officials say a major organi-
sational shakeup is looming within 
the Ministry of Health, with the key 
Department of Health likely to be split 
into two separate departments.

Some sources said the restructure is 
driven by an attempt to sideline those 
close to the current minister’s prede-
cessor, Dr Pe Thet Khin, including di-
rector general Dr Min Than Nyunt.

However, Dr Than Sein, the head 
of the Public Health Foundation who 
is advising the government on the re-
structure, insisted last week that this 
was not the case. 

He said the plan, which is being led 
by Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham, 
was being developed before Dr Pe Thet 
Khin was replaced by Dr Than Aung in 
late July.

The most important change will see 
the Department of Health, which ac-
counts for about 80 percent of the min-
istry’s budget, split into separate public 
health and medical care departments, 
both of which will be headed by a direc-
tor general.

“I know that the Minister for 
Health’s Office is planning to reorgan-
ise the Department [of Health] but it 
is a closely guarded secret within the 
ministry. Senior officials are not giving 
information to outsiders,” one senior 
ministry official said last week on con-
dition of anonymity.

Another change will be the intro-
duction of district-level health offices 
to improve links between the existing 
township and region-level bodies.

Some work currently conducted 
at the regional and national level will 
be decentralised to the district level, 
Dr Than Sein said, adding that more 
young doctors would also be employed 
to work at township health facilities.

The ministry has already appointed 
30 deputy directors to lead the district 
health offices, while some other deputy 
director positions will be filled by pro-
moting township health officers, he 
said.

Dr Than Sein said the measures 
were aimed at improving service provi-
sion at the township level and strength-
ening capacity throughout the depart-
ment in anticipation of more funding 
for the health sector from the national 
budget and international donors.

Another possible change will see 
the two medical research departments 
– one for lower Myanmar and one 
for upper Myanmar – combined into 
a single department, as was the case 
until 1992.

The Ministry of Health is divided 
into seven departments, each headed 
by a director general: the Department 
of Health, the Department of Health 

Planning, the Department of Medical 
Science, the Department of Medical Re-
search (Lower Myanmar), the Depart-
ment of Medical Research (Upper My-
anmar), the Department of Traditional 
Medicine and the Department of Food 
and Drug Administration.

When The Myanmar Times sought 
confirmation from the Minister for 
Health’s Office last week about the pro-
posed changes, a spokesperson said a 
restructure is being planned but the de-
tails are not yet confirmed and declined 
to comment further.

One country director for an inter-
national health NGO said the reorgani-
sation is about personal competition 
rather than improving efficiency in 
the ministry, which has been widely 
criticised for its perceived failure to im-
prove public healthcare despite signifi-
cant budget increases since 2011. 

“Every minister wants to appoint 
their best men to be the senior direc-
tors. When there’s a new minister, they 
try to clean out those appointed by 
their predecessor,” he said.

“We are not interested in their 
changes. We just want to have a well-
intentioned person in charge and for 
those with the most skills to be given 
the most senior positions.” 

He said the current Department of 
Health director general, Dr Min Than 
Nyunt, was a good performer but is out 
of favour with senior ministry and gov-
ernment officials because he was ap-
pointed by Dr Pe Thet Khin.

On July 29, the President’s Office an-
nounced that it had permitted Minister 
for Health Dr Pe Thet Khin to resign at 
his own request. It then nominated a 
deputy minister, Dr Than Aung, to the 
ministerial post, a move that was con-
firmed several days later by parliament.

The ousting of the former minister 
was widely interpreted as a strengthen-
ing of the President’s Office’s grip over 
the ministry. Dr Pe Thet Khin had held 
the position since President U Thein 
Sein formed government in March 
2011. 

Dr Than Aung, who is supported by 
deputy ministers Dr Thein Thein Htay 
and Dr Win Myint, comes from a mili-
tary background and is reportedly close 
to former senior general U Than Shwe.

Shwe Yee Saw MYint
poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com
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80%
Amount of the Ministry of Health budget 

used by the Department of Health

‘She is not a working 
elephant – she lives 
like an uptown 
woman in the zoo.’

Dr tun Myint 
Zoo veterinarian
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Ma Hta Tha hints at 
halt on taxi registration

SENIOR public transport officials have 
hinted at a possible cutback in the is-
suing of taxi registrations in an effort 
to curb congestion in Yangon.

The comments come after respon-
sibility for taxi registration was hand-
ed to Ma Hta Tha, Yangon Region’s 
public transport regulatory body, from 
Yangon City Development Committee 
(YCDC). The bus regulator received 
the order on September 30 to take 
over as of October 1, its chair U Hla 
Aung said at a meeting earlier this 
month.

Ma Hta Tha was first made respon-
sible for the registration of the region’s 
55,000 taxis in April last year, but the 
order was rescinded.

“We are responsible for taxi regis-
tration, extension, and setting rules 
and regulations starting October 1. 
We received this task from Yangon Re-
gional Government on September 30,” 
said U Hla Aung.

One of the body’s first steps will 
be to analyse the current number of 
taxis in the city and whether it was ad-
equate for public transport needs.

Ma Hta Tha deputy chair U Hla 
Thaung Myint said the number of reg-
istered taxis has grown from 20,000 
to 55,000 in just 18 months, and as a 
result drivers’ income has fallen and 
traffic has increased.

“If the number of taxis decreases, 
traffic jams will also decrease. At pre-
sent taxi drivers cannot earn a lot be-
cause there are so many taxis,” he said. 

Noting that 10 taxis can carry as 
many passengers as a mini bus, and 
20 taxis a city bus, he said Ma Hta Tha 
believes priority should be given to in-
creasing the number of buses.

“You can say that the number of 

taxis is just a quarter of the number 
of private cars, but private cars are not 
on the road all day, every day,” U Hla 
Thaung Myint said.

At least initially, however, Ma Hta 
Tha will continue to register taxis in 
the same way as YCDC. In the future 
it will also implement the laws as en-
acted by parliament.

“The law for private vehicles is be-
ing discussed at the Yangon Region 
Hluttaw. After it comes out, we will 
enforce the law as it is adopted,” U Hla 
Aung said.

Would-be taxi drivers in Yangon 
must first register with the Road 
Transport Administration Department 
before getting a business licence from 
the Ministry of Rail Transportation’s 
Transport Department. They are then 
required to register with Ma Hta Tha 
– formerly, with YCDC – for a city taxi 
licence.

Taxi driver U Maung Maung said 
he agreed that there were too many 
taxis in Yangon.

“Now our income is lower than be-
fore because there are many taxis and 
traffic jams,” he said. “The government 
should upgrade the public transport 
system instead of importing or run-
ning more taxis.”

A compressed natural gas taxi parks in downtown Yangon. Photo: Zarni Phyo

aye
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275%
Increase in registered taxis in Yangon 
over the past 18 months, from 20,000
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Speaker calls for monastic
teacher pay rise
Monastic school teachers should be 
paid more, the speaker of parliament 
says. Thura U Shwe Mann on October 
15 invited the Ministry of Labour to 
consider the issue.

U Thein Htun, the representative 
for Kyaunggun in Ayeyarwady Region, 
told parliament that monastic teachers 
were struggling to get by on K40,000 
for a month. 

“Monastic schools not only provide 
poor students with food and clothing, 
but also provide moral and cultural 
teaching, which is a heavy responsibil-
ity,” he said.

Myanmar has 1575 monastic 
schools, with 7497 teachers and 
289,855 students, according to U 
Maung Maung Htay, deputy minister for 
religious affairs. 

Last year’s K3 billion budget for 
monastic education was increased this 
year to K3.326 billion, but there were 
no plans for a further increase, he 
said. – Htoo Thant, translation by Thae 
Thae Htwe

Chinese mining firm drops  
charges against student activist

in BRiEF

Ma Phyu Hnin Htwe arrives at Yinmarbin District Court on September 30, her third court appearance following her 
arrest earlier in the month. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

IN a stunning reversal, all charges 
against a student accused of kid-
napping two Chinese engineers 
working for the Letpadaung copper 
mine have been dropped. Yinmabin 
District Court, Sagaing Region, has 
ordered the immediate release of 
Ma Phyu Hnin Htwe, who was ar-
rested in September.

The 23-year-old had faced life-
time imprisonment if the case 
had gone ahead on the charges of 
kidnap with intent to murder. An 
offence of absconding was added 
after she failed to attend a prelimi-
nary court hearing.

Police at Salingyi also charged 
six local farmers with abduction 
in order to murder following the 
May 18 incident, in a case which 
has since been settled. But since 
Ma Pyu Hnin Htwe did not re-
spond to a first summons to attend 
court, she was further charged with  
absconding.

The Chinese company Wan-
bao, which is the major investor 
in Letpadaung and employed the 
two engineers who were abducted, 
announced on October 15 that it 
was dropping the charges against 
Ma Phyu Hnin Htwe, her lawyer U 
Thein Than Oo said.

“The company asked the court to 
drop the charges on four grounds: 
to maintain good relations between 
Myanmar and China; because local 
residents and the Sagaing Region 
government had already reached 
agreement on the matter; because 
she is a student; and because 
charges against local villagers have 
already been dealt with. The prose-
cution and the police accepted this 
request,” U Thein Than Oo said.

Ma Phyu Hnin Htwe told The 
Myanmar Times by phone on Octo-
ber 17 that she believed the protests 
against her arrest had persuaded 
the company to drop the charges. 

The second-year distance educa-
tion student at Mandalay’s Yadan-
arpon University said she thought 
Wanbao was concerned that detain-
ing her longer could lead to further 
unrest in the Letpadaung area.

The case had attracted nation-
wide attention, with regular protests 
being conducted outside the court 
whenever she appeared, as well as 
outside the Wanbao office in Yin-
marbin by fellow members of the All 
Burma Federation of Student Unions 
(ABFSU), the University Students’ 
Union, and Letpadaung residents.

At her last court hearing, on Sep-
tember 30, Ma Phyu Hnin Htwe was 
denied bail and remanded in custody.

Ko Ye Yint Kyaw,  information 
official of the Central Working Com-
mittee of the ABFSU, said he believed 
the students’ campaign had been a 

factor in Wanbao’s decision. “I think 
the company has dropped the charg-
es in the face of our demands and the 
increasing protests,” he said.

Student activists, including Ma 
Phyu Hnin Htwe and Ko Ye Tint 
Kyaw, allege that the charges were 
levelled to curb student activism.

“The charges were unfair since 
the beginning,” Ko Ye Tint Kyaw. 
“This was an attempt to divert atten-
tion from our campaign against the 
national education bill.”

The copper mine project at Let-
padaung has long been controversial, 
amid accusations of land-grabs, envi-

ronmental degradation and excessive 
use of force against local opponents. 

The two Chinese workers were 
abducted along with a Myanmar col-
league on May 18 while conducting 
surveying work for Myanmar Wan-
bao Mining, one day after a clash be-
tween residents and police.

The Myanmar national was re-
leased on the night of May 18. The fol-
lowing morning, Wanbao issued a plea 
for the release of the other two work-
ers, Lu Yuanhao, 23, and Miu Jie, 23. 
The pair was released and returned to 
the company’s office at about 7:15pm. 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Si Thu Lwin
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

‘The president 
should guarantee 
the independence of 
the judiciary openly 
so that judges dare 
to exercise it more.’

Pyidaungsu hluttaw MP

Bartenders band together
behind association
More than 40 bartenders have already 
signed up for a planned national as-
sociation, which organisers hope will 
raise standards in the sector - and pos-
sibly help bring in a few international 
awards.

U Khin Aung Htun, vice chairman of 
the Myanmar Restaurant Association, 
said last week that the association will 
provide training to boost bartenders’ 
skills and knowledge, and help to meet 
growing demand in the hospitality 
sector.

“The association will help them 
learn from each other and take part in 
international bartending competitions,” 
U Khin Aung Htun said.

The winner of the 11th ASEAN Bar-
tender Competition, Ko Kyaw Zin Htun 
– who is better known as Kelvin – said 
he was pleased that the association 
would introduce training qualifications 
for bartenders.

“They are planning to hold bartender 
classes for members and I will be 
happy to share my experience with 
younger generations,” Ko Kyaw Zin 
Htun said.

The association will be supported by 
Singapore-based alcohol distributor 
Interlocal Exim, which will provide the 
resources for the training programs, 
business development manager U Tun 
Tun Aye said.

He said Myanmar’s tourism boom 
meant restaurants and hotels were 
crying out for trained bartenders.

“Myanmar bartenders lack proper 
training,” he said. “They focus on the 
theory, but don’t have enough practical 
experience.” – Ei Ei Thu

Fears for repercussions at Letpadaung mine site likely influenced decision to withdraw complaint, activists say

Education ministry considers
science language change
Science students in Yangon Region 
could once against be taught in Myan-
mar language, a senior education of-
ficial has said, just a year after classes 
switched to English.

The change, which is still under 
discussion, would affect ninth- and 
10th-standard physics, chemistry and 
biology students.

The decision is being considered 
because failure rates rose dramatically 
when the language of instruction was 
changed to English this year.

“This is still at the negotiating 
stage, so it’s not official yet. We 
will announce more details once 
it is confirmed,” said U Tin Phone, 
deputy education officer for Bahan 
township.

The switch to English-language 
tuition in those subjects caused a drop 
in the number of those passing exams 
in Yangon Region from 90 percent last 
year to 50pc this year, he said.

“Ninth-standard students cannot 
keep up. If they don’t take English tui-
tion most of them fail,” he said. 

The ministry plans to set up a high-
level curriculum board to carry out the 
program. – May Thinzar Naing

At media forum, judiciary in the spotlight

CRAMPED courts hidden down back 
alleys with half-trained staff – that 
was the picture of the nation’s ju-
diciary that emerged from a frank 
exchange of views in Nay Pyi Taw 
recently.

The discussion, involving mem-
bers of parliament, the executive, 
lawyers and judges and the media, 
took place from October 4 to 5 at 
what was officially a media confer-
ence, but for much of the time fo-
cused on the plight of the judiciary 
sector.

Participants, speaking under 
Chatham House rules to protect 
anonymity and encourage frankness, 
differed as to how to rectify the situ-
ation by enshrining a qualified and 
impartial justice system.

The land on which court build-
ings sit is owned by the Ministry of 
Home Affairs’ General Administra-
tion Department, said one judicial of-
ficial who took part, adding that this 
was because the GAD and judiciary 
were once combined.

“Many courts have to pay rent to 

the GAD,” he said. “The judiciary has 
to handle about a million lawsuits 
a year, often in chambers that are 
barely 9 feet by 9 feet [2.75 by 2.75 
metres] ... The rooms are sometimes 
so small there is not enough room for 
both parties, let alone the media.”

One participating media repre-
sentative said, “When I had to face 
a lawsuit, I didn’t know where the 
court was. In the end I found it at the 
end of a small lane behind the build-
ings, hidden behind a teashop.

“Why are the courts so poor, and 
why can’t staff explain judicial pro-
cedures?” he asked, questioning 
whether the judiciary’s dependence 
on the executive and parliament for 
its budget harmed the separation of 
powers among the three branches of 
government.

“The other two sectors – the leg-
islature and the executive – just ig-
nore the judiciary,” he concluded, 
placing the main responsibility on  
lawmakers.

But a legislator said the problem 
did not lie in the constitution, but 
that judges did not exercise their 
independence due to the lack of  
experience.

“I think the president should 
guarantee the independence of ju-
diciary openly so that judges dare to 
exercise it more,” he said.

However, a senior executive sector 
representative rejected his sugges-
tion, saying judicial staff themselves 
should strive harder for independ-
ence under the constitution.

“No presidential guarantee is nec-
essary. Both the executive and parlia-
ment try to influence the judiciary,” 
he said, adding that judges have to 
fight for their independence as the 

media fought for theirs.
Under the 2008 constitution, Su-

preme Court judges are appointed by 
the president and approved by par-
liament. Once appointed, judges can 
work until 70 years of age and may 
only be removed by impeachment by 
two-thirds of the Union parliament.

Under the current budgeting 
system, the judiciary drafts its own 
budget and submits it to the Un-
ion government for approval. It is 
then included in the government’s 
annual national budget request to  
parliament.

Until last year, however, judicial 
budgets were approved by the re-
gional governments. Speakers noted 
that the change this year toward 
receiving funding from the Union 
government had helped improve 
matters. “Since the Union govern-
ment took over our budget this year, 
we are moving toward greater inde-
pendence,” one member of the judici-
ary said. 

However, another member of the 
judiciary said that without complete 
budget freedom, Myanmar would 
lack judicial independence and sepa-
ration of powers.

SandaR Lwin
sdlsandar@gmail.com
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Civil society reps discuss 
challenges of transition

CIVIL society representatives met last 
week in Yangon to discuss a range of 
issues central to the transition to de-
mocracy, and to the country’s future. 
These included legal reform, human 
rights, the voluntary NGO registra-
tion law, media law and the national 
education bill. A common theme in 
the discussion was the government’s 
failure to listen to the public’s views 
when considering laws meant to ad-
vance the transition.

The forum – titled Myanmar’s 
Transition Process: Prospects for 2015 
and Beyond – took place October 14-
16 at Myanmar Christian Fellowship 
and the Blind Centre, Kawwechan, 
Mayangone township.

Legal expert panellist U Kyee My-
int, criticising the 2008 constitution, 
nevertheless said it was important 
to vote in next year’s elections. At 
the same time, though, it would be 
better to work through NGOs to ad-
vocate for change in parliament. He 
also called for a wholesale change of 
mindset in the judiciary, which had 
yet to emerge, he said, from 60 years 
of dictatorship. “We need new policies 
and new leaders – not just people who 
have changed out of their uniforms,” 
he said.

U Aung Myo Min, executive direc-
tor of Equality Myanmar, called for 
the Myanmar Human Rights Com-
mission to be independent. “The com-
mission was established by the presi-
dent, its members are appointed and 
its policies are restricted,” he said.

Daw Thin Tin Aung, opposing 
the controversial bill on inter-faith 
marriage proposed by nationalist 
Buddhist monks, said a woman’s free-
dom of choice in marriage should be  
respected.

U Aung Thein called for great-
er clarity in the application of the 
peaceful protest law, which restricts  
demonstrations.

Daw Nwe Zin Win, chair of the 
National NGO Network, said the re-
cently adopted law on the voluntary 
registration of NGOs was unclear be-
cause of changes introduced by the 

President’s Office. “The law and the 
policy are different,” she said, citing 
NGO registration rights and practices 
that did not appear in the text of the 
law. Despite apparent agreement be-
tween NGOs and MPs to eliminate the 
centralised registration process, the 
law still required centralised registra-
tion, she said.

Author Ma Thida (Sanchaung) 
had criticisms of the media laws, 
which she believed were too much 
influenced by the 1962-era legislation 
they were intended to replace. Spe-
cific problems included the financial 

support provided by the government 
to state media, which was unfair to 
unsubsidised private media publish-
ers, and the status of the Myanmar 
Press Council. In order to better rep-
resent the interests of the general 
public, council members should be 
elected, not appointed, she said. The 
purpose of the council is to improve 
both public access to information and 
government-media relations.

U Thein Lwin, of the National Net-
work for Education Reform, also criti-
cised the government for first calling 
for public comments on the draft 
education law, and then ignoring the 
comments they received. “We pro-
posed a revised draft, but hluttaw and 
the President’s Office rejected it. They 
have no idea how to reform educa-
tion, and no intention to consider the 
views of the public,” he said, calling 
for more attention to be paid to views 
expressed by teachers and students in 
the interests of providing high-quality 
education throughout the country. 

Paungku Organisation director 
Kyaw Thu questioned whether the 
shift toward democratisation was tru-
ly being applied in all sectors, includ-
ing next year’s elections. “We should 
know everyone’s perspective on how 
they feel transition affects them,” he 
said.

The 2013 Ramon Magsaysay prize 
winner Lahpai Seng Raw said the 
international community was more 
interested in using Myanmar’s re-
sources to profit their economies than 
favouring democratisation, human 
rights, and free and fair elections. 
“We want peace, security, fairness and 
equality regardless of race and reli-
gion. We should build trust to lessen 
the gap between citizens and govern-
ment to prevent the impact of inter-
national competition,” she said.

Cherry 
Thein

t.cherry6@gmail.com

CSOs meet to finalise 
code of conduct for 
election observers

CIVIL society groups met last week 
to discuss a planned code of con-
duct for election observers ahead of 
planned talks with the Union Elec-
tion Commission this week.

The October 17 meeting focused 
on reviewing and amending codes of 
conduct that the groups used during 
an electoral pilot project in July in 
order to come up with a single draft.

They will then put this draft for-
ward at a meeting with the UEC on 
October 20, they said.

U Chan Lian, from the civil so-
ciety group Hornbill, said after last 
week’s meeting that participants had 
agreed that election monitors must 
be independent of political parties 
and the government.

“Our discussion today ended 
with common agreement on 10 
points in the code of conduct. The 
most important parts are that ob-
servers must avoid bias, respect the 
ballot, write reports covering the 
whole electoral process and send 
observers who are properly trained 
and understand the code of con-
duct,” he said.

About 15 civil society groups at-
tended the October 17 meeting but 
U Sai Ye Kyaw Swar Myint from the 
People’s Alliance for Credible Elec-
tions said he hoped more would  

participate in monitoring activities.
“This is just the starting point 

for those who will actually partici-
pate in the electoral process in the 
future. We hope more and more 
CSOs will cooperate and observe the 
elections,” he said.

At a meeting with the UEC on 
October 7, the commission invited 
the groups to come up with a draft 
code of conduct that could be con-
sidered alongside a code written by 
the UEC.

At the October 7 meeting, the 
UEC gave the groups some “sugges-
tions” on what should be included 
in the code.

“The suggestions recommend to 
us refer to international standards 
and what is feasible in our country,” 
said U Chan Lian.

He said they also discussed the 
registration process for election ob-
servers, including the processing 
period for applications and appeal 
process if applications are rejected. 

U Thaung Hlaing, a director in 
the commission’s Election Depart-
ment, said it could take some time 
to come up with a single code.

“The UEC has drafted a code of 
conduct and the CSOs are also per-
mitted to write a draft,” he said. 
“[Later,] the CSOs and the UEC 
will meet in Yangon and hold dis-
cussions toward a common code of 
conduct.”

Lun Min Mang
lunmin.lm@gmail.com

Military 
appoints 
media 
spokesmen
IN a ground-breaking first meeting, 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
has met with seven members of the 
Myanmar Press Council (Interim) to 
discuss army-media relations. At the 
same time, he announced the appoint-
ment of three spokespeople for the  
Tatmadaw.

Deputy Minister for Defence Briga-
dier General Aung Thaw, Vice Chief 
of Armed Forces Training Brigadier 
General Soe Naing Oo and Director 
of Public Relations and Psychological 
Warfare Major General Aung Ye Win 
were named as spokespeople.

“We discussed building an open 
relationship between the Tatmadaw 
and the media. The press council has 
to move forward by meeting with the 
three military officers,” said press coun-
cil member U Thiha Saw, who is also ed-
itorial director of The Myanmar Times.

He said the senior general respond-
ed to a request from reporters to visit 
the scene of clashes with ethnic armed 
groups by saying that the government 
feared it would be accused of pushing 
propaganda.

Press council member U Zaw Thet 
Htwe said the senior general also 
thought the battlefields were not se-
cure enough to grant journalists ac-
cess.

However, the senior general agreed 
to let military officials participate in 
discussions in events hosted by the 
press council.

U Myint Kyaw, general secretary 
of Myanmar Journalist Network, said 
he was pleased that a “new channel” 
of engagement between the military 
and media had begun. “It’s high time 
we had the chance to build an open 
relationship with the Tatmadaw,” he 
said. – Lun Min Mang, Ye Mon

A participant speaks during the CSO forum on October 14. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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SSA-North 
rejects 
order to 
withdraw

AN ethnic Shan armed group has re-
jected an army request to withdraw 
its troops from a strategic location in 
northern Shan State. The Shan State 
Progress Party (SSPP), the political 
wing of the Shan State Army-North, 
has informed the Union Peacemaking 
Work Committee (UPWC) of its rejec-
tion of the request, said SSPP secre-
tary Sao Khun Sai.

Shan State Minister for Border Af-
fairs and Security Colonel Aung Thu 
wrote to the SSPP/SSA-North on Oc-
tober 9 to request that troops in the 
Loilan Namseekyein region, where the 
group’s No 36 brigade is based, be with-
drawn and confined to locations desig-
nated in the draft ceasefire agreement 
now under discussion in Yangon. The 
letter also criticised the armed group 
for carrying weapons in the area, claim-
ing local residents were afraid.

However, Sao Khun Sai said the 
withdrawal location designated by the 
Tatmadaw was deep in the forest, far 
from residential areas.

The request came after fighting be-
tween the Tatmadaw and SSA-North 
in Kye-thi township left hundreds dis-
placed and several soldiers on each side 
dead.

One analyst of ethnic military af-
fairs said the Tatmadaw may have 
requested the SSA-North to retreat 
because its current location is close to 
the United Wa State Army and several 
other armed groups. The high ground 
occupied by the SSA-North also gives a 
strategic advantage to heavy weapons, 
which can fire onto low-lying areas be-
yond the Thanlwin River, he said. 

The SSPP/SSA-North and the gov-
ernment signed a ceasefire agreement 
in 2012, but have clashed militarily 
since.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Hlaing Kyaw Soe
hlaingkyawsoe85@gmail.com

Crime in BrieFFour men given 10 years’ jail 
over Mandalay conflict killing

AMID protests and accusations of 
torture by police, four men were last 
week sentenced to 10 years in prison 
with hard labour for a murder com-
mitted during Mandalay’s inter-com-
munal violence of last July.

Mandalay district court found 
that Ko Kyaw Zin Htet, Ko Nyan 
Htay, Ko Poe Zaw and Ko Zin Min 
Tun had murdered U Soe Min Htwe 
on July 1.

A lawyer for the accused, who 
asked not to be named, announced 
immediately after the verdict that 
he would launch an appeal. “The 
evidence against them was their 
bloodstained shirts and bloodstained 
sticks. But it was never established in 
court that the blood belonged to the 
victim. The real murderer is still at 
large,” he told The Myanmar Times.

Police barred family members 
and journalists from the courtroom 
on October 14 and posted security 
officers in the court compound. Daw 

Zin Mar Aye, the mother of Ko Kyaw 
Zin Htet, described the hearing as 
“absolutely unfair”. 

“My son was at home the whole 
night when the clashes occurred,” she 
said. “While they detained my son in 
custody, they mistreated him during 
the interrogation. They forced him to 
kneel after placing a plum stone un-
der his knee. When he still refused to 
confess, they forced him to sign his 
name on a plain sheet of paper, and 
then wrote what they wanted.”

Daw Zin Mar Aye waged a 
30-minute solo protest against the 
proceedings on October 10 in Chan 
Aye Thar San township.

One of the accused, while being 
led away, yelled to the crowd, “I am 
praying that in my afterlife, I won’t 
come back as a citizen of a country 
like Myanmar, where a court can 
sentence someone to imprisonment 
without evidence. The judge’s order 
is not fair.”

Two people were killed and about 
20 people injured in the clashes in 
Mandalay in early July. The case of 
the second victim, Ko Tun Tun, a 
member of the Free Funeral Service 
Society, is still proceeding against 11 
accused.

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Si Thu 
Lwin

sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

The mother of Ko Kyaw Zin Htet, one of four men sentenced to 10 years’ 
imprisonment for murdering U Soe Min Htwe in July, stands beside police 
outside court on October 14. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Truck hits three cars on Strand
The driver of a 10-wheeled truck has 
been charged after allegedly running a 
stop light on Strand Road in Kyeemyin-
daing township and hitting three cars, 
including two taxis. One of the taxi pas-
sengers, a 40-year-old woman, received 
head injuries in the accident. The truck 
driver has been charged with endanger-
ing human life, according to police.

man impersonates police officer
A taekwondo expert who allegedly 
posed as a traffic policeman and ex-
torted K500,000 from a driver has been 
charged with impersonating a public 
servant. Lance Corporal Aung Htet 
from Pathein township in Ayeyarwady 
Region and his two accomplices alleg-
edly stopped the driver on September 
29 near a petrol station in Mel Za Li 
Kone village in Nyaungdon township 
and forced him to drive to a nearby 
restaurant to hand over the money. 

Family injured by electric shock
A family is recovering in hospital after 
being shocked by a wire set up to alleg-
edly steal electricity. 

Mg Htun Win Zaw, 4, was shocked 
when he touched a trishaw that had 
been electrified by a wire hanging down 
from a nearby apartment in Thumarlar 
Street, North Okkalapa township. His 
parents rushed to his aid but were also 
injured when they touched the trishaw. 
The apartment owner has been charged 
with stealing electricity. – Toe Wai Aung, 
translation by Khant Lin Oo
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Student unions vow to continue 
protests against education law

THE All Burma Federation of Student 
Unions - known as Ba Ka Tha - and 
the University Students Union have 
announced plans for more protests 
against the newly enacted national 
education law.

The ABFSU and USU will also 
hold a conference next month to de-
bate the act and say they hope par-
liament will consider amendments to 
the law, which was approved by MPs 
on September 26 and enacted on Sep-
tember 30.

“The president signing that draft 
doesn’t mean our battles are ending. 
The battles will never end,” said Ko 
Aung Mhine San from ABFSU’s re-
search committee.

The unions are upset at the lack of 
consultation government officials had 
with students, education experts and 
MPs when it was being drafted. They 
have also highlighted that ethnic 
languages, cultures and literatures 
will not be allowed to feature on any 
university syllabus. But most impor-
tantly, they say, the law means private 
universities will remain under the 
control of the education ministry and 
that both teacher and student unions 
will remain technically illegal. 

The unions have the backing of 
the National Network for Education 
Reform, a coalition of civil society 
groups, which likewise accuses the 
government of using the new law to 
maintain tight central government 
control over universities.

However, MPs say that the law 
will guarantee universities independ-
ence. While President U Thein Sein 
had recommended that the provision 
granting autonomy be amended to 
remove universities under the minis-
tries of defence, home affairs and re-
ligious affairs, MPs decided this was 
unnecessary as the bill made clear in 
other sections that these institutions 
– including the elite Defence Services 
Academy – would remain firmly un-
der government control.

U Khin Maung Yi, secretary of 
the Joint Bill Committee, said that 
all other institutions would be inde-
pendent of the government. 

“They will be able to set their own 
learning policies,” he told reporters 
on September 26, after the vote on 
the president’s proposed changes to 
the bill.

He said the protests outside par-
liament were taking place because 
student groups had “little under-
standing” of the contents of the law.

Meanwhile, the student unions are 
linking their campaigns and protests 
against the education law to the ar-
rest of a Ba Ka Tha member, Ma Phyu 
Hnin Htwe, for allegedly kidnapping 
two Chinese workers from the Let-
padaung copper mine.

The 23-year-old distance educa-
tion student from Mandalay’s Yadan-
arpon University was arrested in 
September. She was facing charges 
of kidnapping with intent to mur-
der in Sagaing township’s Yinmarbin 
District Court but was released last 
week after the Chinese investor in the  

project withdrew the charges.
“It seems it was deliberate to ar-

rest this student at a time when the 
campaign calling for amendments 
to the National Education Bill was 
gaining momentum,” said Ko Ye 
Yint Kyaw, a Ba Ka Tha information  

officer. “We won’t stop our move-
ment even though our member was 
arrested.”

He promised that the union 
would continue protesting against 
the law, floating the possibility of 
hunger strikes and “performance art  
protests”. 

Ko Wai Moe Naing, a member 
of the University Students Union, 
agreed. “We will hold further activi-
ties working together with our stu-
dent forces if the court’s decision is 
not fair to the students,” he said.

Student unions, including Ba Ka 
Tha, have already staged several pro-
tests against the education law and 
Ma Phyu Hnin Htwe’s arrest, in Yan-
gon, Mandalay and Monywa.

There are signs that the govern-
ment is prepared to take legal action 
against those campaigning for Ma 
Phyu Hnin Htwe’s release. After sev-
eral women’s groups held prayers for 
her release at Mahamuni Pagoda in 
Mandalay last week, Ma Tin Yi from 
the Tamar Yate organisation was 
charged by police under section 18 
of the Peaceful Assembly and Peace-
ful Procession Law. – Translation by 
Khant Lin Oo and Zar Zar Soe

THE Ministry of Health has re-
ceived a US$11.5 million boost 
to fight drug-resistant tuber-
culosis (TB) in 56 townships in 
Yangon and Mandalay, with the 
Three Millennium Development 
Goal Fund (3MDG) to support 
the treatment of more than 
2000 patients in coming years.

The grant agreement for the 
project, which will take place 
over 20 months, was signed by 
Department of Health director 
general Dr Min Than Nyunt 
and 3MDG Fund director Dr 
Paul Sanda in Nay Pyi Taw on  
October 9.

Dr Sithu Aung, a deputy di-
rector in the Ministry of Health’s 
National TB Programme, said a 
major element of the program 
is ensuring patients finish their 
course of medicine.

“There will be financial sup-
port for items such as transpor-
tation costs for patients and the 
health staff who give medicine 
to the patients at their home 
each day,” said Dr Sithu Aung. 
“We will also renovate wards 
and outpatient departments at 
TB hospitals.”

The 3MDG Fund will also 
support a research program, im-
plemented with guidance from 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO), to test the efficacy of 
a shorter course of treatment – 
between nine and 10 months – 
on 200 patients.

The funding is part of a 
larger $19 million grant that the 
3MDG Fund will provide over 
the next three years to support 
the government’s National Stra-
tegic Plan for combating TB. It 
makes the 3MDG Fund the sec-
ond-largest donor in the fight 
against drug-resistant TB, after 
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria.

Tuberculosis is a bacte-
rial disease which damages 
the lungs and causes persis-
tent coughing. It is spread by 
droplets but can be easily and 
cheaply treated with antibi-
otics. Drug-resistant TB de-
veloped when patients with 
conventional TB failed to com-
plete their six-month course of  
antibiotics. 

– Translation by Thiri Min 
Htun

Si Thu Lwin Maung Zaw

Members of the Mandalay branch of the All Burma Federation of Student Unions protest against the education law outside 
Yadanarpon University on September 1. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

‘The president 
signing that draft 
doesn’t mean our 
battles are ending. 
The battles will never 
end.’

Ko aung Mhine San 
All burma Federation of Student Unions

Pyae TheT Phyo
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Ministry  
gets $11.5  
million to  
fight TB
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A BRITISH mother-of-two who ur-
gently needs a bone marrow trans-
plant is appealing to those of Anglo-
Burmese descent to register at their 
nearest bone marrow registry to see 
if they are a “perfect match” donor 
who could save her life.

Nikki Braterman from Brighton 
was diagnosed with acute myeloid 
leukaemia in December 2013. After 
undergoing months of treatment, 
she appeared to be on the road to 
recovery but has now had a relapse. 
She is undergoing chemotherapy 
and radiotherapy to get the leukae-
mia in the central nervous system 
under control but will need a bone 
marrow transplant to cure her in 
the longer term, according to her 
family.

Her best hope is to find a “perfect 
match” to her stem-cell type – and 
the most likely are those who share 
her Anglo-Burmese and Irish ethnic 
background. Many of her forebears 
on her mother’s side of the family 
lived in Yangon during the colonial 
period and after independence.

“We are desperately and urgently 
seeking a ‘perfect match’ donor for 
my beautiful wife Nikki. I don’t 
want to lose her and I don’t want 
my kids to grow up without their 
mum,” husband Geoff Braterman 
said. “The right donor is out there 
somewhere. We just need to find 
them quickly.”

Mr Braterman said it would be 
“close to impossible” for someone in 
Myanmar to volunteer because of the 
lack of a bone marrow registry and 
facilities for harvesting stem cells 
but that people here could inform 
relatives abroad who may be better 
placed to help.

“[W]e would encourage readers 

in Myanmar to spread the word to 
family members living abroad ... [as] 
Burmese living elsewhere can regis-
ter with the donor registers where 
they live. For example, this could 

be India, Thailand or Australia,” he 
said.

Ms Braterman’s grandfather, Ar-
chie Marsh, who was of British and 
Southeast Asian ancestry, was an 
employee of the Burmah Oil Compa-
ny and was based in Thanlyin after 
World War II. His wife Enid was the 
daughter of Walter D’Castro, a Brit-
ish colonial civil servant descended 
from the earliest Portuguese trad-
ers, and Rosa Boudville, who was of 
French and Burmese parenthood.  

The Marsh’s younger daughter, 
Barbara, married an Irishman, John 
Pierce, and Ms Braterman is their 
second daughter.

Nikki Braterman poses for a photo with her children. Photo: Supplied

Staff WriterS
newsroom@mmtimes.com

‘We are desperately 
seeking a “perfect 
match” donor.’

Geoff Braterman 
Husband of Nikki Braterman

Rohingya 
face regional 
discrimination

A NEW report has accused Thailand 
and Malaysia of perpetrating similar 
discrimination against the Muslim 
Rohingya as that which prompted 
them to flee Rakhine State.

The accusation was made in the 
first in a series of reports examining 
how different Southeast Asian Na-
tions have responded to incoming 
populations of Rohingya in recent 
years and is based on interviews 
with experts, aid workers and those 
fleeing Rakhine State.

“The human rights challenges 
that the Rohingya face originate in 
Myanmar, but are also prevalent 
in other countries,” said the report, 
which was released on October 17.

The Rohingya are not recognised 
as an ethnic group in Myanmar and 
the term is hotly contested, with the 
government arguing it is a fictitious 
ethnicity and instead referring to 
them as “Bengalis”.

The authors, who included re-
searchers from Equal Rights Trust 
and Mahidol University in Bangkok, 
focused particular attention on the 
refusal of Thailand and Malaysia to 
designate the Rohingya as refugees. 
Instead they become “illegal immi-
grants”, with few legal protections.

Both nations have refused to sign 
or properly implement international 
conventions on refugee and migrant 
rights, a failure the report said is 

common across Southeast Asia.
“The statelessness and lack of 

legal status of the Rohingya in all 
research countries is a common 
problem; statelessness and discrimi-
nation go hand-in-hand and are mu-
tually reinforced,” it said.

In Southeast Asia, “policies to-
wards the Rohingya and other refu-
gees and asylum seekers are focused 
more on border control, removal and 
deterrence, and less on protection”.

The report notes that successive 
waves of Muslims have fled northern 
Rakhine State since 1978 and argues 
that the problems of statelessness 
only compound with each new gen-
eration born abroad.

“With each passing year and each 
new generation, the disadvantage 
grows and the impact of malnutri-
tion, illiteracy, lack of access to labor 
markets and healthcare, vulnerabil-
ity to arbitrary arrest, violence and 
abuse, insecurity and forced migra-
tion becomes greater.”

This “statelessness” makes the 
group easy prey for exploitation in 
any country and the report says the 
crisis can only be properly managed 
by a coalition of regional partners. 

“There is a danger that any 
one country which – in isolation – 
strengthens its protection framework 
for refugees will be disproportionate-
ly burdened as a result,” it said.

The series of reports will also see 
Rohingya rights examined in Bang-
ladesh, Saudi Arabia and Myanmar.

Bill O’tOOle
botoole12@gmail.com

British woman makes appeal for  
Anglo-Burmese stem cell donor

Muslims fleeing Rakhine State encounter similar 
human rights issues in Thailand and Malaysia
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In many countries 
a lower population 
is now seen in a 
more positive light.

The census: When less is more

EARLY last month, it was revealed 
that Myanmar’s population was 51.4 
million, far lower than the semi-offi-
cial estimate of 60 million that had 
been accepted for many years.

The news of this national dimi-
nution, at least in population terms, 
made many people feel short-
changed, if not deflated and a bit 
depressed.

Of course, there was rightly a fair 
amount of scepticism about wheth-
er the census had been done proper-
ly and had included all the nation’s 
ethnic and religious minorities.

And there was anxiety about 
whether the diminished figure 
spelled trouble for budget and de-
velopment planning, and for Myan-
mar’s influence in the region’s cor-
ridors of power.

Amid all the handwringing, how-
ever, a bigger point seemed to have 
been missed – namely, that in many 
countries a lower population level is 
now seen in a more positive light.

And that as a result, perhaps 
Myanmar should really be rejoicing, 
not worrying, about the latest cen-
sus result.

Among other reports, one re-
leased earlier this month in the 
United States confirmed that a 
lower population – and indeed a 
population that registers a steady 
but modest decline – can improve 
living standards.

For too long, the fact that cou-
ples have fewer babies, while older 
people live longer, has caused gov-
ernments to fret about declining tax 
revenues, increased pensions and 
healthcare costs, and an overall eco-
nomic decline.

Not true, it seems, at least not ac-
cording to that report. Co-authored 
by the American academics Ronald 
Lee and Andrew Mason, it indicates 
that it may pay to have fewer chil-
dren and a lower population.

Working with teams in 40 coun-
tries, they related birth rates with 
economic data and found that a 
lower birth rate, slightly below the 
replacement level of 2.1 children per 
woman, can boost a country’s eco-
nomic status.

Yet many governments, particu-
larly in this region, continue to extol 
higher birth rates as necessary to 
maintain sufficient numbers of tax-
payers to fund pensions, healthcare 
and other public services.

The American-directed survey, 
however, confirmed that folks with 
more kids need more money to sur-
vive and that they are the ones who 
bear the costs of raising children, 
not governments.

It also reinforced another obvi-
ous point: A larger working popula-
tion requires expensive capital costs 
for factories, office towers, subway 
systems and homes.

Apart from increasing the num-
ber of people needing support from 
limited resources in countries like 
Myanmar, high populations with 
lots of dependent children also 
leave fewer resources for current 
consumption or to save and invest 
for the future.

In this situation, a smaller 

population, such as that revealed 
by the Myanmar census, can sig-
nal a future speed-up in economic 
growth, a phenomenon called the 
“first demographic dividend”.

Wise utilisation of resources 
gained from this demographic 
jump-start can then usher in a “sec-
ond demographic dividend”, provid-
ing a base for sustained national 
economic development.

All of this suggests that the last 
thing the government in Nay Pyi 
Taw should do as a result of the cen-
sus is to try to boost the population 
to that former fantasy figure of 60 
million by asking women to have 
more kids.

As the report’s co-author, Pro-
fessor Mason, said, “A complete ac-
counting of family costs shows that 
in only a few countries in East Asia 
should governments try to encour-
age people to have more children.”

In fact, a lower birth rate and 
a moderately lowered population 
would do most a world of good.

Furthermore, within that lower 
population, an increased number 
of non-citizens is also no cause 
for concern – despite the fears of 
nationalists, such as those among 
Myanmar’s majority Buddhist 
community.

These misplaced fears lead to the 
animosity, often violently expressed, 
against Myanmar’s minority Roh-
ingya, who are often alleged to be 
non-citizens despite long residence 
in the country.

Actually, the issue of their citi-
zenship is a red herring. It clouds 
the fact that the presence of non-
citizens in a country’s lower popu-
lation is invariably helpful and 
positive.

The best proof of this is in Sin-
gapore, where more than half of 
the population are non-native-born  
Singaporeans.

Imagine the noise the national-
ists would make if more than half of 
Myanmar’s population were made 
up of non-citizens. They would go 
bonkers – and thereby confirm their 

A Department of Immigration official reviews a completed census form in Nay Pyi Taw on May 20. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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Investing in children for the future
Michael hassett
abdoulaye seck
newsroom@mmtimes.com

SEVENTEEN fifth graders at the Seik 
Phoo Ni middle school in the rural 
township of Kyaung Kone are receiv-
ing stipends helping them to stay in 
school, the first wave of an innova-
tive program to boost Myanmar’s 
schools. 

A small boy – one of the lucky 
17 – knows the value of studying 
hard and getting a good education. 
With the stipend, his mother can 
pay for the stationery, books and the 
uniform he needs to stay in school. 
From a farming family in the vil-
lage of Yodhaya, he knows that an 
education can make the difference 
between working “in the sun” as a 
casual labourer and a better-paying 
“job in the shade”.

Rural families across Myanmar 
look to education to improve their 
prospects for the future – to change 
their children’s lives for the better. 
Families benefit and Myanmar as a 
nation benefits as well.

Australia and the World Bank 
are working closely with the 
government to expand funding for 
education in Myanmar. The World 
Bank is providing US$80 million in 
credits and Australia AUS$20 mil-
lion (US$17.7 million) in grants to 
bolster existing Ministry of Educa-
tion programs to help all children 
attend classes. 

With the help of this funding, 
the government provides increased 
grants for each of Myanmar’s 43,000 
schools. Approximately 100,000 poor 
students in grades 5-11 will receive 
stipends – a big step forward for 
learning across the country.

Primary and middle school enrol-
ment is free in Myanmar but parents 
face other significant costs, such as 
uniforms and transport to and from 
school. Stipends for the poorest 
students, decided by school commit-
tees and local communities, will help 
ensure that parents can afford to 

send all of their children to school. 
Even a modest stipend can help keep 
a farmer’s child learning in school 
rather than working in fields at a 
young age.

Myanmar’s education funding 

also includes cash grants to cover 
school operating costs. This helps 
schools purchase locally what they 
need to make learning come alive in 
the classroom. 

Schools received their first operat-
ing grants at the end of June and 
stipend payments for qualifying 
students are now being made. In 
Myanmar most schools are without 
electricity and many also lack run-
ning water. Every contribution and 
incentive – to parents, children and 
teachers – can help.

For too long, the people of 
Myanmar have been held back by 
poverty and isolation. The recent 
changes have created the potential 
for unprecedented fundamental 
reforms to transform the country. 
Giving all of Myanmar’s children the 
opportunity of a good education will 
be essential for Myanmar’s reforms 
to bear fruit and improve the lives 
of its people. 

The government’s people-centred 
approach aims to give people the 
tools to make key decisions affecting 
their lives. This program, with the 
support of the World Bank and Aus-
tralia, lets principals, teachers and 
parents decide together on classroom 
purchases. It allows parents to keep 
their children in school and gives 
them a stake in the future of their 
children, as well as the future of the 
country.

Australia and the World Bank are 
privileged and proud to help Myan-
mar provide a good education for 
all its children, such as this one fifth 
grader, and ultimately tackle poverty 
and build shared prosperity among 
families across Myanmar.

Abdoulaye Seck is country manager for 
Myanmar at the World Bank and Michael 
Hassett is counsellor for development 
assistance at the Australian embassy in 
Yangon.

Children attend a school in the Ayeyarwady delta. Photo: Christopher Davy
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A CLEAR consequence of the most 
recent, and unsuccessful, talks 
between the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Coordination Team and the Union 
Peace-making Work Committee is 
armed conflict. In Shan State, fight-
ing broke out between the Tatma-
daw and Shan State Army-North, 
and a Pa-O armed group and the 
Shan State Army-South fought each 
other too. There was also conflict 
between the Tatmadaw and Demo-
cratic Karen Benevolent Army in 
Mon and Kayin states.

Based on these cases, we can’t 
decisively conclude that either the 
government or the ethnic armed 
groups do not want peace. But it is 
worth asking why the government 
and armed groups are fighting 
each other at this point in time, 
and what it means for the peace 
process.

In northern Shan State, skir-
mishes between the Tatmadaw and 
SSA-North broke out in Kye-thi 
township’s Wanwat village tract. 
According to reports, the ethnic 
armed group said that the fighting 
started because thousands of gov-
ernment troops entered SSA-North-
held territory without permission. 
Both sides suffered casualties, 
including injured and dead. It is 
said that the numbers of injured 
Tatmadaw soldiers was so high that 
they had to be sent to hospital by 
helicopter.

Regarding the clashes, the 
United Wa State Army and Mong 
La group from Shan State Special 
Region No 4 issued a statement ob-
jecting to the government’s actions. 
They also said that thousands of 
government troops entered SSA-
North territory and employed large 
weapons, such as 120mm artillery, 
and that this should not happen 

during the peace-building period. 
The two groups said that govern-
ment troops should leave the areas 
that they seized after launching the 
offensive on October 2.

Similarly, the Shan State Army-
North, Shan State Army-South, 
Shan Nationalities Democratic Par-
ty and Shan Nationalities League 
for Democracy issued a statement, 
which they sent to the president, 
objecting the clashes. The fighting 
broke out while Shan armed group 
and political party leaders were 
meeting Bangkok. 

One strange point is that 
Minister for the President’s Office 
U Aung Min, vice chair of UPWC, 
was also attending the talks in 
Bangkok. During the meeting, Shan 
leaders told U Aung Min to take ac-

tion to stop the offensive in Kye-thi 
township. All that he could respond 
is that the president had assured 
him the government does not plan 
to seize Wan Hai, the headquarters 
of the SSA-North and its political 
wing, the Shan State Progress Party. 
He could not comment on, let alone 
offer assurance about, the fighting 
in Wanwat village tract.

The clashes have also been dis-
cussed in the hluttaw, where MPs 
explained how the government’s of-
fensive had led to the displacement 
of local Shan people. While both 
sides have now stopped fighting, 
the Tatmadaw troops have not left 
the Wanwat area. 

The government troop should 
not launch offensives with thou-
sands of troops during the period 
when talks toward a ceasefire are 
continuing. Both sides should 

negotiate to resolve issues related 
to the seizing of territory. It is a 
major problem in northern Shan 
State.

Similarly, the clash between 
Pa-O armed group and Shan State 
Army-South, the armed wing of the 
Restoration Council of Shan State, 
broke out because of an argument 
over territory. 

The conflict in Mon and Kayin 
states is different from the fighting 
in Shan State, however. It stemmed 
from the breaking of an earlier 
ceasefire agreement. Under that 
deal, the ethnic armed groups 
agreed not to wear uniforms or 
carry weapons while entering areas 
controlled by the government. If 
they want to wear uniforms or 
carry weapons, they need to first 
seek permission from the govern-
ment. The DKBA entered govern-
ment territory with weapons and 
wearing uniforms. In response, 
the government troops visited the 
DKBA area to tell the group not to 
enter its territory wearing uni-
forms or carrying weapons without 
permission. 

When the government troops 
and officials entered the DKBA 
area, soldiers from the DKBA 
attacked them and then, later, 
arrested them. They took off the 
government soldiers’ uniforms and 
seized their weapons. 

That’s how the clashes started. 
Later, government forces searched 
the houses of DKBA members 
in Myawaddy, Kyaikmayaw and 
Mudon, which are all under 
government control, and seized 
weapons. Then it posted security in 
Myawaddy and along the motor-
way. The government troops told 
the DKBA to return the weapons 
they had taken and it complied. 
However, the problem has not been 
completely settled.

From these clashes we can see 
that in some cases the government 
needs to accommodate the ethnic 
armed groups and in others ethnic 
armed groups need to follow the 
rules. 

Either way, we can still hope 
that peace can be reached through 
negotiation. What we have seen are 
small conflicts, not a return to the 
outright war of the past.

 – Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Sithu Aung 
myint
newsroom@mmtimes.com

In some cases the 
government needs 
to accommodate 
the ethnic groups 
and in others ethnic 
armed groups need 
to follow the rules.

What do the recent clashes 
mean for our peace process?

The census: When less is more

A Department of Immigration official reviews a completed census form in Nay Pyi Taw on May 20. Photo: Zarni Phyo

xenophobic stupidity.
Successful Singapore encour-

ages non-citizens to come and stay, 
though naturally it tries to select the 
most talented people.

And, unlike the Rohingya, once 
they are in, they can soon become 
citizens. This means they can vote 
and even run for parliament. 

Indeed, right now, many of Sin-
gapore’s largest banks, businesses 
and other public and private bodies 
are helmed by foreigners.

It is one of the most admirable 
aspects of the island republic, al-
though it is nothing new – it’s a poli-
cy that made America great, as it did 
Australia, Canada and New Zealand.

As Singapore academic Asad 
Latif has noted, “In America, they 
have a strong sense of themselves. 
Immigration is not seen as a threat 
to identity. It does not touch the 
core of their being.”

Regrettably, the reverse is true 
for many in Myanmar, who feel 
threatened by foreigners and non-
citizens, whether they are rich and 
powerful Western executives or poor 
and downtrodden Rohingya.

It is partly excusable, or at 
least understandable, after dec-
ades of the racial purity baloney 
of former dictator Ne Win’s “Bur-
mese Way to Socialism”, but it is a 

dead-end attitude.
And it is one that could well 

shackle the development of My-
anmar, where the notion of a non-
Myanmar citizen running a major 
bank or national airline, let alone 
becoming a member of parliament, 
is viewed with horror.

Indeed, as we all know from the 
example of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 
even Myanmar citizens are excluded 
from high office if they simply mar-
ry a non-citizen.

In our globalised world, it is hard 
to comprehend such nationalistic 
nonsense and even harder to com-
prehend how long-resident com-
munities can be deprived of their 
rights because they are deemed non-
citizens.

What is needed is a realisation 
that the lower population figure is 
an encouraging sign and that the 
presence of residents deemed as 
non-citizens is also good if they are 
brought into the mainstream and 
educated.

This is important because My-
anmar’s problems are not related to 
the lack of skills of its workforce - 
whether they be citizens or non-cit-
izens, Buddhist or Muslim or other 
minority group.

That is the issue that really needs 
to be tackled.
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WHEN a youth group called the Kuki 
Students Organisation (KSO) tempo-
rarily closed a road through India’s 
Mainpur state in early October, traders 
barely batted an eye. Border closures – 
as long as they don’t drag on too long 
– are a fact of life, or commerce, for 
merchants doing business with India.

Yet obstacles such as frequent bor-
der closures need to be overcome if 
both sides are to follow through on 
plans to grow bilateral commerce.

In early October, the KSO closed 
the road, putting a halt to trade 
through Moreh, a town on the Indian 
side which connects to Myanmar’s 
Tamu. The KSO demanded better in-
frastructure and more government 
jobs, according to an October 8 article 
from The Times of India.

Although only a fraction of the nor-
mal amount of goods were trickling 
through the border during the road 
closure and few buyers were making 
the cross-border trip to check out My-
anmar’s markets, local merchants said 
they were prepared to shoulder the 
burden – for the time being.

“No customers come from India 
when the road is closed,” said one lo-
cal merchant. “Only a few who live 
in Moreh come to the market when 
the road is closed. We don’t sell many 
products and just wait for it to re-
open.”

As far as border closures go, 
though, the one in early October came 
at a good time. There is little trade in 
perishable goods like fruit this time of 
the year, and most of Myanmar’s ex-
ports to India are goods like blankets 
and textiles, often re-exported from 
China, which have a longer shelf life.

However, some goods were already 

in short supply on the Myanmar side 
when The Myanmar Times visited the 
border on day two of the closure.

Tamu native Ko Bu Hen said sup-
plies of locally important products 
such as salt and fl our were already 
dropping. “If the closure continues 
much longer, prices will rise,” he said.

The Moreh-Tamu crossing has been 
one of the main overland connections 
between the two countries since a 
friendship bridge was opened in 2001. 

Offi  cial trade through the cross-
ing hit US$30.8 million in the 
2013-14 fi scal year, about two-
thirds of which was Myanmar’s ex-
ports and one-third imports, ac-
cording to statistics from the Tamu 
Border Trade offi  ce. However, other 
trade volumes are thought to take un-
offi  cial channels.

The two countries have prioritised 
strengthened economic ties, recogni-
tion of the importance of their geo-
graphic proximity, though offi  cials ad-
mit there is currently much less trade 
than there could be.

“As Myanmar develops more, My-
anmar will export more products to 
India and we hope it will import more 
from India” said Indian ambassador to 
Myanmar Gautam Mukhopadhaya.

India has a US$1.8 trillion annual 
economy, and has a market size of 
about 1.2 billion people, while ASEAN 
has a rapidly growing economy of its 
own and about 600 million people.

But compared to these large popu-
lations and economies, trade is still 
relatively low, he said.

“This means both sides have not 
done enough to tap the potential,” said 
Gautam Mukhopadhaya.

As part of the government of In-
dia’s Look East policy, it has promoted 
shipping service – which have the ad-
vantage of bypassing the sometimes 
testy land borders. The inaugural ves-
sel from the India-Myanmar Direct 

Shipping Service left Chennai Port on 
October 3, and arrived at Yangon’s Bo 
Aung Kyaw Port on October 8.

The fortnightly direct liner will 
speed up the transportation of goods 
while reducing costs, both impor-
tant concerns for the local business 
community. It’s the third such direct 
link, though this one is aimed at cut-
ting transportation times from Yan-
gon to Chennai down from 15 days to 
four days, said Rotan, country man-
ger of Aims Overseas Pte, involved in 
shipping.

Myanmar is a major exporter of 
beans and pulses to India as well as 
other goods such as hair for wig-mak-
ing, while fi nished products, pharma-
ceuticals and machinery are among 
the goods shipped the other way. 

The two countries are also tradi-
tional competitors in other goods in 
third markets, though there are signs 
this is beginning to change.

S Janakiraman, economic and 
commerce fi rst secretary with the 
Indian Embassy, met with Myanmar 
Rice Federation president U Chit 
Khaing on October 15 to negotiate 
a purchase of 20,000 tonnes of rice 
for people living near India’s remote 

northeast border. 
While India, like Myanmar, is tradi-

tionally a rice exporter, some logistics 
challenges have made shipping rice to 
the northeast a challenge. For the lat-
est deal, transportation costs and risk 
are relatively high, though traders will 
use straight-forward measures.

Such trade links are set to become 
increasingly common. India has a free 
trade agreement with ASEAN and has 
also pushed infrastructural improve-
ments to its remote northeast.

Ambassador Gautam Mukhopad-
haya said at present the area doesn’t 
have a high level of industrialisation, 
but that could change.

India, Myanmar and Thailand are 
building a highway linking Moreh in 
India with Mae Sot in Thailand, with 
diff erent sections the responsibility of 
the three countries.

“We are developing roads that in-
crease connectivity in northeast India 
and simultaneously we are contribut-
ing to the development of Myanmar 
by building roads and transport sys-
tems in these parts of Myanmar that 
connect with India,” he said. “The idea 
is that there will be a trade corridor, 
an investment corridor and therefore 

also an industrial corridor.”
Building these stronger connec-

tions may boost trade between the two 
neighbours. For now, though, Tamu’s 
merchants continue with their com-
merce, hoping another group like the 
Kuki Students’ Organisation doesn’t 
decide to shut down business.

Still, traders have grown resilient 
to these periodic closures, said U Hla 
Maung, chair of Tamu Trading at the 
Border Trade Chambers of Commerce.

“It’s not all that shocking that the 
road from India is closed for a few 
days and that causes fewer merchants 
at the markets,” he said.

 Merchants will do what they can, 
but they are hoping for a stronger, less 
obstructed future.

Indian trade 
primed to grow

taMu aND YaNGON

su PhYO WiN
suphyo1990@gmail.com
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Tamu

Mandalay

Yangon

The trade gate in Tamu is open for 
business, mostly. Photo: Nyein Ei Ei Htwe
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telenor to take two 
more weeks to reach 
Yangon

Large-scale project to 
see Mandalay expand 
north of famous hill
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KFC plans to position its fare as as-
pirational products when it opens 
its doors in Myanmar in 2015, as 
its owner Yum! Brands announced 
a deal with Singapore-listed, Myan-
mar-focused Yoma Strategic Hold-
ings to bring its popular chicken to 
the country.

The taste and products off ered 
by KFC along with its quality stand-
ards make it well suited for emerg-
ing markets such as Myanmar, said 
Yoma Strategic head of business de-
velopment JR Ching.

“It is defi nitely the case that 
there is a diff erence in the brand po-
sitioning in emerging markets ver-
sus the brand positioning in devel-
oped markets,” he said in a Yangon 
interview on October 15.

Yum! as an organisation is fo-
cused on expanding into new 
countries, he said. KFC is often 
positioned in emerging markets as 
an aspiational product, aiming for 
customers from the growing middle 
class – a group which is making up 
a growing proportion of Myanmar’s 
population.

 “If you think about brands and 
the way brands have been posi-
tioned around the world, as people 
move up in income scale they start 
consuming diff erent kinds of prod-

ucts,” Mr Ching said.
KFC will be the fi rst global quick-

service restaurant to enter the do-
mestic market, he said. Although 
competitors like South Korea’s Lot-
teria and Marrybrown from Ma-
laysia have also opened their own 
brands of quick-service restaurants 
in Myanmar, “the segment is rela-
tively undeveloped in the country,” 
he said.

“I think [KFC] is much more of 
a good food that is prepared fast 
than a pure fast food,” he said. “And 
from that perspective it does focus 
on quality ingredients, freshness of 
preparation. One of the key things is 
that a lot of the product is prepared 
fresh in the store rather than frozen 
to fryer.”

With US$23 billion in annual 
sales and more than 18,000 restau-
rants in 118 countries, KFC is the 
largest fast-food brand to announce 
plans to enter Myanmar. Although 
its owner Yum! also has restaurants 
like Burger King and Taco Bell in 
its portfolio, the current agreement 
with Yoma Strategic is for the KFC 
brand.

Mr Ching said Yoma Strategic 
will be operating as a franchisee 
rather than as a joint venture, add-
ing there are currently no plans to 
sub-franchise. The fi rst outlet is 
planned to open its doors in mid-
2015.

“We initially want to start in 
Yangon given its opportunity set, 
its income, its dynamics,” he said. 
Mr Ching added the fi rm will then 
consider possible expansion in the 

country.
Yoma has extensive property 

holdings, though interests in a 
range of other industries such as 
automotive sales, tourism and ag-
riculture. Mr Ching said the com-
pany understands the crossover 
potential of its diff erent business 
units, but has approached KFC on 
its own merits.

“Aside from the fact that there 
are synergies, our business planning 
and fi nancial assumptions still as-
sume a standalone entity,” he said. 
The fi rm will also try to source lo-

cally as much as possible.
In a press release on October 13 

announcing the agreement, Yoma 
Strategic chair Serge Pun said KFC 
is well suited for the local market.

“Chicken is a staple protein in 
Myanmar and our people recognise 
the KFC brand,” he said.

“The announcement of the fi rst 
KFC coming to Myanmar refl ects 
our ongoing strategy of global ex-
pansion in emerging markets,” KFC 
chief executive offi  cer Micky Pant. 

– Additional reporting by 
Thomas Kean

KFC targets middle-class future
JEREMY 

MULLINS

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

There is likely some finger-licking going on at this Hong Kong outlet. Photo: 
Wikimedia Commons

Six fi rms still 
in hunt for 
ASEAN prize
SIX Myanmar companies snagged 
national titles from the ASEAN 
Business Awards 2014, supported by 
local business association UMFCCI.

About 120 fi rms from Myanmar 
entered the contest, the second-larg-
est number after the Philippines, 
UMFCCI said in a press release. Ten 
judges, one from each ASEAN coun-
try, began reviewing the contestants 
in September, with national win-
ners revealed October 13. 

Union of Myanmar Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try (UMFCCI) said the ASEAN-wide 
winners will be chosen from among 
the national winners and presented 
with their prize during the 11th ASE-
AN Business and Investment Sum-
mit in Nay Pyi Taw on November 11.

Myanmar’s award-winners
• Kanbawza Bank   

Cooperative Execellence Award
• FAME Pharmaceutical

Innovation Award
• Myanmar Airways International 

ASEAN Centricity Award
• Kelvin Chia Yangon   

Micro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises Award

• Blue Ocean Operation Man-
agement
Young Entrepreneurs Award

• City Mart Holdings   
Women Leaders Award

– Noe Noe Aung

ONLY four companies have re-
sponded to an invitation to tender 
to build a refinery at Thanlyin in 
Yangon Region, despite about 20 
foreign and international firms 
purchasing bidding documents.

The winner of the large-scale 
Thanlyin Refinery Joint Venture 
Project (TRJVP) must have had ex-
perience in the industry, including 
running a large-scale refinery for 
over three years, according to the 
invitation to tender released by the 
Ministry of Energy.

Thanlyin is located southeast of 
Yangon city near the port facilities 
at Thilawa.

The Ministry of Energy an-
nounced on October 13 that Ite-
mitsu Kosan from Japan, PTT from 
Thailand, Singapore-based Puma 
Energy and Omni Focus of Myan-
mar have applied.

Omni Focus, the only local com-
pany that submitted the tender doc-
uments, belongs to U Aye Ne Win 
and U Kyaw Ne Win. The grandsons 
of former military dictator Gen Ne 
Win said they had bought a 60 per-
cent share of Asia Green Develop-
ment (AGD) Bank, which had been 
founded and owned by prominent 
tycoon U Tay Za.

“The project is to be managed by 

a selection committee led by a dep-
uty minister. Only one company will 
be selected,” said U Kyaw Soe Win, 
a director of Myanmar Petrochemi-
cal Enterprise, which runs the No.1 
Thanlyin Refi nery. 

The refinery currently has a cur-
rent capacity of 20,000 barrels per 
day (BPD) and its production rate 
has declined.

The selected company will be 
licensed under the Foreign In-
vestment Law to rehabilitate the 
refinery and to undertake the im-
portation, distribution and stor-
age of petroleum products, said an 
announcement. The 20 companies 
that initially signalled interest had 
to put up K3 million as a non-re-
fundable payment to obtain the 
tender documentation. 

Eligible applicants must have 
at least three consecutive years of 
refinery management with a total 
production of at least 500,000 BPD 
and three years’ experience of crude 
oil importation, distribution and 
storage with the capacity to han-
dle 20 million barrels of petroleum 
products annually, according to the 
Ministry of Energy’s initial invita-
tion to tender.

“The selection process will be 
completed within two or three 
months. The selected company will 
be able to start rehabilitation early 
next year,” said U Kyaw Soe Win.

Thanlyin refi nery 
tender narrowed down 
to last four bidders
auNG shiN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

@gmail.com
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MYANMA Railway is counting on its 
clean new carriages to draw advertis-
ing revenue, though another tender 
may take some time, according a sen-
ior offi  cial with the state-owned fi rm’s 
business department.

The fi rst tenders for advertising 
in late 2013 attracted a lukewarm re-
sponse, with advertisers snapping up 
the rights to only a handful of new car-
riages and avoiding the more derelict 
rolling stock.

Offi  cials are planning the second 
round of advertising, hoping to have 
learned from the last tender. One issue 
over the past year has been the state 
of some of the older carriages, while 
another was the lack of visibility of the 
circular train’s route around Yangon.

“Sometimes the circular train trav-
els down routes that are full of bushes 

and the back-side of houses,” he said. 
“So they don’t want to advertise.”

Myanma Railway fi rst announced 
plans to host advertising on the city’s 
commuter trains through state press 
in mid-October. Four companies have 
since won rights to advertise.

The highest bid came from Myan-
mar Distribution Group, who agreed 
to pay K20 million a year to advertise 
on an air-conditioned train with fi ve 
carriages.

Other tenders to advertise on new 
engines cost K675,000 per engine and 
were won by three companies. New 
Life Advertising Group won the right 

to advertise on fi ve trains, while Pa-
ing & Paing Co and ABC Media Group 
both won the right to advertise on one 
train.

However, no bids were received 
to advertise on the circular route’s 
14 ordinary, non-air-conditioned 
trains.

With the contracted period now 
coming to an end, some companies 
are reluctant to renew their contracts. 
U Soe Moe Aung said that while most 
Yangon advertisers prefer billboards 
at heavily traffi  cked junctions, in real-
ity mobile advertising using trains is 
more eff ective.

“If famous companies are inter-
ested in mobile advertising, it will 
develop, and at that time we will have 
another tender,” he said.

Media experts said trains are an 
eff ective out-of-home platform in 
Myanmar, particularly as they trav-
el to diff erent parts of the city and 
as the number of passengers using 
trains is increasing.

“This platform also allows for fur-
ther creativity because advertisers 
are provided with a longer space as 
their canvas, and they can run ads 
as a series of stories for example,” 
said Rose Swe, managing director of 
Mango Media. “Additionally, unlike 
bus branding, advertisers don’t need 
to worry about accidents. Billboards 
by comparison tend to be quite clut-
tered and expensive.” – Additional 
reporting by Jeremy Mullins

BEANS and pulses traders have be-
gun a pilot program selling futures 
contracts, as business leaders look 
to develop a futures market for com-
modities in the country.

Currently most agricultural com-
modities in Myanmar are sold “on 
the spot” for immediate delivery, but 
introducing futures contracts means 
an agreement to sell a commodity 
would come on one day, but the ac-
tual commodity would be delivered 
at a specifi c later date at the price 
previously agreed on.

While a futures market allows 
buyers and sellers to lock in a price 
and reduce the risk of price fl uctua-
tions, it also opens the door to spec-
ulation and requires strong contract 
enforcement to prevent disputes.

U Win Aung, chair of UMFCCI, 
said Myanmar traders have been 
discussing a futures market for 
some time – though declined to say 
when it will become a reality.

“First, Myanmar has to make 
rules and regulations about the mar-
ket,” he told The Myanmar Times on 
the sidelines of a Ministry of Com-
merce meeting last month.

“To make [futures] trading sys-
tematic, we need infrastructure – 
specifi cally rules and regulations,” 
he said. “There are futures markets 
in other countries, like Singapore, 
but they have no problem as there 
are systematic regulations.”

Myanmar’s trades in agricultural 
commodities are often opaquely 
conducted, and scandals and swin-
dles at commodity exchanges have 
broken out. Offi  cials say they are 
keen to prevent similar problems in 
a futures market, which could un-
dermine confi dence in trading.

Merchants at Bayinnaung mar-
ket in Yangon, the country’s largest 
commodities exchange centre, be-
gan a one–month trial for futures 
trades October 9. There are a num-
ber of rules in place, such as require-
ment for buyers to make a 10 per-
cent payment up front and sellers to 
provide 10pc of the goods on the day 
the futures contract is sold, with the 
rest of the payment and goods com-
ing on the delivery day.

U Myat Soe, an executive mem-
ber of both Bayinnaung market and 
the Myanmar Pulses, Beans and Ses-
ame Seeds Association, said market 
offi  cials discussed the idea with law-
yers before beginning the trial.

The centre made strict rules to 
govern trades and is keeping a close 
eye on the market. 

“Regarding both good and bad 
impacts, we have to wait and see,” 
he said. “However, we’re trying to 
improve the situation.”

There have been a few instances 
over the last year when trades have 
gone sour, and the market is keen 
to make sure those problems do 
not happen with futures trading, he 
said.

Currently there is de facto futures 
trading, particular in the green gram 
type of bean, but it relies on personal 
relationships and trust. “Quite often, 
if there is a rapid change in prices 
in a short time and payments need 
to happen, things get into a jam and 
problems break out,” he said.

While the commodity exchanges 
are a way of matching demand with 
supply, they also see traders keenly 
speculating on a number of diff er-
ent commodities, such as beans and 
pulses and gold.

One businessperson in Bayin-
naung commodity market said he 
likened these speculative trades to 
gambling, claiming that buyers who 
do not have enough money make in-
formal future agreements with sell-
ers who do not have enough prod-
uct, both hoping that the commodity 
price is swayed either down or up at 
the end of the period.

Many of these de facto futures 
trades do not have a signed agree-
ment underpinning them and 
instead rely on oral agreements, 
meaning it can be harder to solve 
problems that break out.

Bayinnaung market traders told 
The Myanmar Times that Septem-
ber had seen a few notable instances 
of disagreements over contracts.

Considerable thought should go 
into futures trading at the country’s 
commodity markets before it actu-
ally begins, said U Hla Maung, a lo-
cal economist.

Other experts said a futures mar-
ket is an interesting proposal, but 
will require some infrastructure im-
provements to become a reality.

Peter Brimble, principal country 
specialist at the Asian Development 
Bank, said most commodity trades 
are currently done manually, but a 
modern futures market will require 
investments in IT infrastructure.

“It’s interesting to start thinking 
about it, but there is a long ways to 
go,” he said. – Additional reporting 
by Jeremy Mullins

Traders step toward 
a futures market for 
commodities

AN uncertain situation in Pakistan 
is delaying the signing of agree-
ments governing the last two oil on-
shore blocks in Myanmar, according 
to offi  cials.

Production Sharing Contracts 
(PSCs) for 16 onshore blocks had 
been inked by September 17 fol-
lowing repeated delays, leaving 
only Block J in Mawlamyaing, Mon 
State, and Block O near Pathein, Ay-
eyarwady Region, to be signed. Both 
blocks were awarded to Petroleum 
Exploration (PVT) from Pakistan, Si-
ren Energy from the UK and its local 
partner Parami Energy.

“The process has been delayed 
due to political instability in Paki-
stan. We are rearranging it now, but 
not sure when it will signed,” said 
a senior Ministry of Energy offi  cial, 
who requested anonymity as he is 
not allowed to speak to the media.

The Ministry of Energy announced 
the second bidding round for 18 on-
shore blocks in January 2013, draw-
ing some 78 international companies 
to submit expressions of interest.

The winners for 16 blocks were 
announced in October 2013, though 
signing of the PSCs – necessary for 
exploration to begin – have been 
continuously delayed.

“Actually, the whole process of 
signing for the 16 blocks was sup-
posed to be fi nished by the end of 
August, but it has been delayed un-
til now,” said a diff erent offi  cial from 
state-owned Myanma Oil and Gas 
Enterprise.

Agreements have been signed for 
a total of 14 blocks, with the latest 
one being inked on September 17.

Ken Tun, CEO of Parami Energy, 
said the partners were set to hold a 
meeting shortly to discuss the situa-
tion, and more information would be 
available then.

An offi  cial with the Pakistan Em-

bassy in Myanmar said there was no 
Pakistan government involvement 
in the enterprise as it is a private 
company, adding the embassy had 
no direct information on the project. 
Reporters were unable to contact Pe-
troleum Exploration directly. 

The delay in the last onshore 
agreements may also signal the off -
shore blocks will be longer in coming. 
The winners of 20 off shore blocks 
were announced in March, and PSCs 
also need to be signed with the win-
ners before production can begin.

A MOGE offi  cial said the off shore 
contracts are ready to be signed 
before the end of the year, but con-
fi rmed the priority are the onshore 
contracts.

The winning onshore companies 
must also complete Environmental 
Impact Assessments and Social Im-
pact Assessments within six months, 
along with a number of other re-
sponsibilities. – Additional report-
ing by Jeremy Mullins

Onshore block signing delayed
auNG shiN
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‘Billboards by 
comparison tend to 
be quite cluttered 
and expensive.’
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Tidied–up trains 
to draw ads

A future potential billboard pulls into a railway station in Yangon. Photo: Zarni Phyo
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YANGON’S mobile users will have to 
wait another 6 to 10 days to sign up 
with Telenor, as the fi rm needs more 
time to prepare its coverage in the city, 
according to Telenor Myanmar CEO 
Petter Furberg.

The fi rm had launched coverage 
in Mandalay on September 27, ahead 
of its original October 5 launch com-
mitment, but diffi  culties building in 
the rainy season and receiving ap-
provals to build towers delayed its 
launch in Yangon.

On September 25 the telco target-
ed turning on its Yangon service in 
the fi rst half of October, but Mr Furb-
erg said on October 15 that though 
the network has reached critical 
mass in the city with 305 towers, Tel-
enor still needs more time to “opti-
mise” its coverage.

“To get the seamless, complete 2G 
coverage for Yangon, and then we 
would have more 3G on top of it and 
gradually expand the 3G, we’ve always 
said that we would need around 300 
towers,” he said at a small-scale press 
briefi ng on October 15. “We have today 
305 towers … but we still want to use 
more time to optimise, to make the 

performance and the quality of the 
network better.” 

Mr Furberg said in the long run, 
Yangon’s tower count must more 
than double to 800 for “a perfect 3G 
experience”, and until then, users 
could run into issues with Telenor’s 
3G service in the city.

“[In the beginning,] 2G will cover 
you everywhere, indoors, outdoors in 
Yangon,” Mr Furberg said. “3G signal, 
because it’s weaker and goes shorter, 
will not cover everywhere, but gener-
ally everywhere outdoors and maybe 
not so good indoors in Yangon.”

As its subscriber base grows in 
the city, the telco seeks to put up 
around 100 new towers a month in 
Yangon, he said. 

Mr Furberg also claimed Telenor 
users in Mandalay have been expe-
riencing dips in call quality and in-
ternet speed during peak hours, and 

that the company had not expected 
such a high volume of customers to 
utilise its voice services or such high 
demand for its SIM cards. To allevi-
ate issues in Myanmar’s second city, 
more investment and towers are re-
quired, he said.

The fi rm faced problems with 
distribution on the day of its Man-

dalay debut, as about 500 to 600 
shops did not get SIMs, out of the 
1500 meant to carry them.

It has also taken precautions in or-
der to discourage those that might buy 
SIMs in the hopes of selling them on 
the black market. Though Mandalay 
customers could buy three SIM cards 
per ID card during Telenor’s fi rst day 

on the market, the telco reduced that 
number to two the next day, a policy it 
extend to Nay Pyi Taw for the rollout 
there. In Yangon, consumers will be 
able to buy one SIM per ID card. 

On top of SIM sales limits, Telenor 
is requiring customers to purchase 
top-ups when they buy their SIMs to 
vet shoppers’ intentions. “We forced 
people to top up … We want to have 
real customers,” he said. “If you buy a 
motorbike or a car, you can’t carry the 
car or the motorbike out of the shop; 
you have to have some petrol on it to 
be able to use it.”

“The same with a SIM card,” he 
continued. “If you want to buy a SIM 
card for use, you should also want to 
top it up, otherwise we suspect that it’s 
only for trading.” 

About 1 million SIMS have been 
provided to stores in Mandalay and 
Nay Pyi Taw, and Mr Furberg said 
plenty remain, and that no one should 
ever purchase Telenor SIMs for more 
than K1500. “The time that a SIM card 
was the same as gold is over,” he said. 
Six thousand mobile shops will receive 
around 1 million SIM cards from Tel-
enor in Yangon. 

Telenor will roll out services be-
tween October 25th and 30th in all 
but one of Yangon’s 44 townships. Its 
competitor Ooredoo began service in 
Yangon, Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay 
on August 2, though acknowledged 
some coverage gaps particularly in 
Yangon at launch.

Telenor pushes back its Yangon launch

iN BrieF
Japan trade volumes could triple
trade volume with Japan could more 
than triple in size to US$2 billion this 
year, Ministry of commerce advisor U 
Maung Aung says.

Already half-way through the cur-
rent fi scal 2014-2015 trade is over $1 
billion, with exported cMP and agricul-
ture products valued at $250 million 
and imported vehicles, construction 
materials and machinery, especially 
for thilawa Special economic Zone, at 
$850 million.

export contracts for rubber and 
thousands of tonnes of rice could come 
soon, says U Maung Aung, pushing up 
bilateral trade with Japan far above its 
normal level of $500 million.

“Japan is also thinking about 
projects in Dawei, in addition to those 
already decided for thilawa,” he 
said. Discussions had taken place on 
electricity, logistics and land prices, 
which he said the government had not 
managed well.

As of June, investment amounted 
about $230 million, not counting the in-
vestment of the three Japanese banks 
that received central bank approval 
to enter the Myanmar market. each 
must contribute at least $75 million in 
capital, he said. 

– Aye thidar Kyaw

Construction, power, mining 
forum coming at end of October
the construction, Power and Min-
ing Myanmar exhibition 2014 will be 
held at Yangon’s Myanmar conven-
tion centre (Mcc) from October 30 to 
November 1, said Justin Pau, general 
manager of by bangkok exhibition 
Services.

“Myanmar is an exciting market. 
Mines are open, construction is boom-
ing and Myanmar needs more power. 
businesses can fi nd new products, 
solutions and new technology and 
machinery from all over the world,” 
he said.

the 150 exhibitors from 26 coun-
tries will take part in the fi rst Interna-
tional Myanmar Mining conference and 
company seminars, he said.

U Zaw Min Win, vice president of 
the Union of Myanmar Federation of 
chambers of commerce and Industry 
(UMFccI) said, “We can learn from the 
exhibitors about new products and new 
technology.” – Myat Noe Oo
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New, self-imposed deadline for telenor 

to launch service in Yangon

Telenor Myanmar CEO Petter Furberg on September 25. Photo: Thiri Lu
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PROMINENT state–owned banks 
must rapidly reform or risk being 
removed, according to senior gov-
ernment offi  cials.

Although they may control as much 
as 60 percent of the domestic bank-
ing market, Minister of  Finance U 
Win Shein said earlier this month that 
state–owned Myanma Foreign Trade 
Bank and Myanma Economic Bank are 
showing losses. He previously told The 
Myanmar Times the government is re-
considering the state banks’ budget and 
considering plans to reduce their role.

The state–owned banks have long 
played a dominant role in domestic fi -
nance, but some are questioning their 
viability as restrictions are gradually 
loosened on commercial banks and li-
cences have been awarded to nine for-
eign banks to set up in the country.

Altogether, state–owned enterprises 
together contribute 35pc of total state 
revenue, though there are signifi cant 
winners and losers, with some generat-
ing very little revenue for state coff ers 
and some continually losing money.

U Win Shein and Minister of the 
President’s Offi  ce U Soe Thein on Oc-
tober 5 signalled a coming shake–up 
to state–owned enterprises, with U Soe 
Thein claiming some state fi rms are be-
ing reformed or possibly abolished.

Myanmar has made extensive use of 
state–owned fi rms in the past. Existing 
commercial banks were nationalised 
on February 23, 1963, though the 1975 
Bank Act redefi ned the state–owned 
banking landscape, introducing My-
anma Economic Bank and Myanma 

Foreign Trade Bank among others, ac-
cording to the book Fiery Dragons by 
Australian economist Sean Turnell.

Commercial banks were gradually 
allowed to re–enter the market in the 
early 1990s, though the last three years 
have seen a rapid expansion of the ser-
vices they are able to provide.

A Nay Pyi Taw–based manager of 
Myanma Economic Bank told The 
Myanmar Times they are aware insti-
tutional institutions such as the World 
Bank are urging reform to the state–
owned banking sector.

“I haven’t heard of concrete gov-
ernment plans to reform state–owned 
banks, though some parliamentary 
members and industry experts are urg-
ing it,” the manager said last week.

The political demands on state–
owned banks often drive them to 
losses. The Central Bank of Myanmar 
sometimes lends to MEB at 8pc, but 
then it lends out at 4pc to some prior-
ity areas like agriculture. “Where is our 

profi t there?” the offi  cial said.
Still, he claimed non–performing 

loan rates are less than 2pc at the bank.
It is also diffi  cult to make quick de-

cisions due to bureaucracy, and staff  
are often overloaded due to a lack of 
support, the offi  cial said.

Banking expert U San Thein, who 
works with German development agen-
cy GIZ, said customer service is a par-
ticular weakness of the state–owned 
banks, adding they could be recon-
structed as they have lots of experience.

“Their role is important for the 
country,” he said. “Government should 
analyse why they are losing [money].”

The World Bank is working on a 
series of diagnostics on the banking 
sector, which ought to be complete in 
the next few months, said Ma May Thet 
Zin, World Bank country economist.

“The fi ndings of these diagnos-
tics may help the government as it 
designs its reforms of state–owned 
banks,” she said.

Reform in the works 
for state-owned banks

AYE THIDAR 
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A change is going to come to state–
owned enterprises like Myanma Foreign 
Trade Bank. Photo: Naing Win Tun

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Intervet International B.V., a Company incorporated and existing 
under the laws of the Netherlands, and having its registered offi ce 
at Wim de Körverstraat 35, 5831 AN Boxmeer, the Netherlands 
hereby declares that Schering-Plough Ltd. had changed to Intervet 
International B.V., and the Company is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following Trademark:

AQUAFLOR
Reg. No. IV/6828/2004, 

IV/12153/2014 (2 September 2014)
The above trademark is used in respect of “Veterinary antibiotic 
for use in aquaculture” in Class 5: 

      Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Daw Thit Thit Kyaw, LL.B, M.A.(Business Law)
For Intervet International B.V.,
c/o BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
# 1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Dated: 20 October 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE
Oracle America, Inc., a company organized under the laws of 
United States of America and having its principal offi ce at 500 
Oracle Parkway, Redwood Shores, California 94065, United 
States of America is the owner and sole proprietor of the following 
Trademark : -

Myanmar Registration Nos. 4/693/2004 & 4/3675/2011
Used in respect of :-

Class 9 
“Scientifi c, nautical, surveying, photographic, cinematographic, 
optical, weighing, measuring, signaling, checking (supervision), 
lifesaving and teaching apparatus and instruments; apparatus 
and instruments for conducting, switching, transforming, 
accumulating, regulating or controlling electricity; apparatus 
for recording, transmission or reproduction of sound or images; 
magnetic data carriers, recording discs; automatic vending 
machines and mechanisms for coin-operated apparatus; cash 
registers, calculating machines, data processing equipment and 
computers”.

Class 38 
“Telecommunication services”.

Class 42
“Scientifi c and technological services and research and design 
relating thereto; industrial analysis and research services; design 
and development of computer hardware and software”.

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Domnern Somgiat & Boonma, 
         Attorneys at Law, Thailand)
Dated. 20th October, 2014
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PADDY prices have taken a big 
hit from a recent drop in demand 
from China, as border offi  cials 
have strangled the bilateral rice 
trade by stepping up eff orts to pre-
vent illegal imports.

Rice exports to China make up 
over 50 percent of total rice exports, 
but while they are legal from Myan-
mar’s perspective the exports are 
illegal from Beijing’s point of view 
as there is no bilateral agreement 
on health standards. Yet its border 
offi  cials had generally allowed the 
trade until a crackdown on illegal 
imports began last month.

Chinese buyers had paid high-
er–than–market rates particularly 
over the past few months, even as 
negotiations have begun on the 
Sanitary and Phyo–Sanitary (SPS) 
health agreement that would al-
low legal Myanmar rice exports to 
China to begin. 

Closing the border to Myanmar 
rice has led to signifi cant problems 
for rice exporters, causing prices to 
drop ahead of the harvest, said U 
Thein Aung, chair of the Myanmar 

Freedom Farmer League.
 “We were expecting quite a 

good price for exports from this 
year’s harvests. But [if the closure 
continues], farmers will be stuck 
with all the rice they have grown, 
and exports will be terrible,” he 
said.

Rice prices have increased sig-
nifi cantly for local farmers over 
the past two years, driven partly 
by the surge in Chinese demand. 
A World Bank report from earlier 
this year said there was negligi-
ble overland rice trade to China 
in 2010–11, while it constituted 
752,000 tonnes by 2012–13. 

China has also signifi cantly 
increased prices for rice, paying 
about US$436 a tonne in 2013, 
compared with $381 a tonne in 
2012 and $316 a tonne in 2011. 
Prices for 2014 were understood 
to be higher still, until the recent 
border crackdown.

Traders told The Myanmar 
Times in August that exports could 
increase further this year as Chi-
nese buyers looked to diversify 
away from Vietnamese imports.

Spurred by the expected increase 
in demand, farmers have been ex-
panding the areas under cultivation 
and spending more on inputs such 
as fertiliser, said U Thein Aung.

“We worry that if paddy prices 
drop, prices will be below the 

breakeven point,” he said.
U Lu Maw Myint Maung, joint 

secretary of the Myanmar Rice 
Federation and a leading exporter, 
said he expects the paddy price to 
continue falling.

“Exporters have already begun 

decreasing the amount of rice they 
are buying to ship to the Chinese 
market. If this trend continues, ex-
porters won’t buy a lot of rice for 
the harvest season and it can lead 
to further loses for farmers,” he 
said. “I don’t think paddy will be 
more than K3000 a basket if this 
trend continues.”

Rice exports to Europe have 
also decreased slightly since Au-
gust, though not on the level seen 
by China. 

Overall, U Lu Maw Myint 
Maung said Myanmar’s current 
level of production is geared to-
ward exporting about 100,000 
tonnes a month, and if volumes 
drop below that, rice prices will 
also decline.

He added that Myanmar had 
been exporting up to 3500 tonnes 
of rice a day to China, but ship-
ments now total less than 20 
tonnes a day through the Muse 
border gate in northern Shan 
State.

“Myanmar traders are not send-
ing their rice through Muse be-
cause they are worried it will be 
confi scated, and Chinese traders 
are not coming to Muse to buy 
Myanmar rice as they were doing 
before,” he said. 

“In Myanmar, the local price for 
rice harvests is already decreasing 
as a result.”

Paddy price plunge hits farms
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THE Asian Development Bank is plan-
ning a big push to support Myanmar’s 
agricultural sector by investing in ef-
forts like a US$75 million irrigation 
project, according to offi  cials.

The bank is supporting policy devel-
opment, but also planning two or three 
large investments at the country and 
regional level, said Pavit Ramachan-
dran, a specialist from the Environ-
ment, Natural Resources and Agricul-
tural Division of the ADB.

Irrigation projects in particular are 
needed in the dry zone to help boost 
yields, he told The Myanmar Times in 
an interview at the ADB’s Manila head-
quarters. 

“There are a lot of irrigation pro-
jects … that can be rehabilitated and 
improved,” he said.

The ADB has planned a $75 mil-
lion loan to improve irrigation in the 
dry zone, including Mandalay, Magwe 
and parts of Sagaing regions, he said. 
It is also planning to support projects 
that assist value chain development, 
and considering future projects pro-
moting food security and stability 
through technical assistance rather 
than loans.

Agriculture has been identifi ed as 
one of the country’s main economic 
drivers. The ADB released a report in 
August titled “Myanmar: Unlocking 
the Potential”, which said baseline GDP 
growth could be as high as 9.5 percent 
per year by 2030, from its current base-
line of about 4.8pc – if full economic 
potential can be realised.

ADB assistant chief economist Cyn–
Young Park said at the report launch 
in Yangon that Myanmar is at a pivotal 
moment in its economic, social and po-
litical transition.

“Modernising an economy is a 
huge and complex task,” she said. “Pri-
oritisation and sequencing of policy 
actions and investments will be criti-
cal to the success of the reform agenda 
and the long–term development of the 
country.”

Mr Pavit said it is important to 
look at agriculture across the whole 
value chain when assessing business 
opportunities.

Agriculture has the potential not 
just to be the backbone for the rural 
economy, but also a building block for 
food security, aff ordable food, income 
generation, employment creation and 
promoting exports.

“Agriculture can also be a key aspect 
of inclusive growth,” he said. “Agricul-
ture and rural development are very 
intensively interlinked in Myanmar.”

The opening-up of the European 
Union and other markets to agricul-
tural products are also important op-
portunities for exports.

Mr Pavit added areas like fi nanc-
ing, institutional challenges and tech-
nological requirements need to be 
addressed.

ADB eyes 
boosting 
local 
agriculture

MaNiLa

su PhYO WiN
suphyo1990@gmail.com

Current prices mean tough work for 
increasingly little reward. 
Photo: Kaung Htet

Pavit Ramachandran. Photo: Supplied
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BARGAINING may be an accepted 
part of the traditional shopping expe-
rience, but fi xed–price stores are in-
creasingly taking hold.

At the front of this trend are the 
set–price Omoto shops, a local twist 
on the American dollar stores. At My-
anmar’s 22 Omoto locations, every 
item is K1800 – though some custom-
ers say not every product at the store 
is worth the price.

The company claims Japanese cor-
porate roots, selling products from 
Japan–based Kando and Seira compa-
nies – though the goods are manufac-
tured in Japan, China, Philippines and 
Korea. Its products include a range of 
household goods, as well as cosmetics 
and stationary.

“The main problem is that nearly 
all the product labeling is in Japanese, 
not English, and the products require 
some explanation,” said Daw Thin 
Thin New, sales and marketing man-
ager at Omoto. “We explain the prod-
ucts, how to use them, and people like 
them and then buy them.”

She added there is not much dif-
fi culty explaining the shop’s pricing 
concept, even if it is a departure from 
traditional retail norms. The shops 
are often located near vendors of 
another product that sells at a fi xed 

price – lottery tickets.
Costs to rent a retail outlet are 

increasing in the city, and many lot-
tery ticket sellers are keen to open 
the Omoto shops to get more use out 
of one location, said Daw Thin Thin 
Nwe, sales and marketing manager at 
Omoto.

“Lottery tickets now do not bring 
in enough revenue to cover rental 
prices,” she said. “But if ticket sellers 
also open Omoto shops, they are able 
to make a profi t.”

The fi rst Omoto store in Yangon 
opened in July 2013 in Lanmadaw 
township, and there are now 22 
branches in Yangon as well as small-
er towns like Meiktila, Hpa–an and 
Taungoo. Although lottery ticket sell-
ers were the fi rst to open shops, other 
businesspeople have become increas-
ingly interested, she said.

Other countries have many shops 
that sell all its products at the same 
price, but the concept is new to My-
anmar, said U Aung Htay, owner of an 
Omoto shop in North Okkalapa.

“Our business has been steady,” he 
said. “I sell lottery tickets out front 
and inside I sell Omoto products, so I 
can receive more profi ts. I had to do 
this because the price of the apart-
ment has climbed every year for the 
past three years.

“People are interested in the idea 
of a shop where every product has the 
same price,” he said.

In Yangon the shop is particu-
larly visible through its store fronts, 
though its products are also sold 
on a wholesale level particularly to 

smaller towns.
Customers said they are pleased 

with the concept of shopping at a set 
price, though added it is important to 
choose products that are really worth 
the K1800.

Ma Zin Mar Htwe, a 20–year–old 
Omoto customer, said that many of 
the store’s products are good, but 

others are small in size and not 
worth the K1800 cost.

Daw Thin Thin New said often 
these types of complaints are prob-
lems over usage, adding that once 
use is explained, the value becomes 
apparent.

Other customers say it took them a 
while to be sold on the concept.

Ma Thidar, a 25–year–old resident 
of Yankin township, said she buys 
some of the K1800 products, though 
was initially concerned about buying 
cosmetics of a brand she didn’t know. 
Now she said she has no concerns 
buying its face cleanser, though is a 
little concerned about the quality of 
other beauty products.

Shops fi nd out where K1800 will take you

MYAT 
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myatnoe.mcm@gmail.com

moto stores in Yangon tend to operate in conjunction with lottery ticket sellers Photo: Zarni Phyo

Popularity of K1800 Omoto stores rest on their fi xed prices, as well as a way for land owners to monetise under–used retail shop space
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THERE hasn’t been a better time for 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to de-
regulate diesel prices.

Oil prices are near a four-year low 
and two major state elections are out of 
the way. Reserve Bank of India Gover-
nor Raghuram Rajan has called on Mr 
Modi to “seize this moment” while in-
fl ation is the lowest in three years and 
refi ners are selling at a profi t for the 
fi rst time in recent memory.

“There’s absolutely no reason for 
the government not to deregulate – it’s 
probably the easiest thing they can do, 
a low-hanging fruit,” Upasna Bhardwaj, 
an economist at ING Vysya Bank, a unit 
of the biggest Dutch fi nancial–services 
company, said by phone from Mumbai. 
“The markets have been awaiting re-
forms, and there has been nothing big, 
so if they fail to do this it will be treated 
very negatively.”

Steps to dismantle India’s subsidies 
would build optimism that Mr Modi 
will follow through with a pledge to 
take tough steps to revive Asia’s third-
biggest economy. Five months since 
winning India’s biggest electoral man-
date in 30 years, he’s hesitated on ma-
jor steps to curb one of Asia’s widest 
fi scal defi cits while focusing mainly on 
attracting foreign investment and en-
suring that bureaucrats make it easier 
to do business.

Brent crude has fallen 25 percent 
this year, and the median forecast of es-
timates compiled by Bloomberg shows 
it will linger near US$100 per barrel 
through 2018.

The price drop means the govern-
ment and state-owned explorers in-
cluding Oil and Natural Gas are no 
longer subsidising diesel – and deregu-
lation would ensure that the govern-
ment won’t have to pay the subsidy if 
crude starts to rise again. Mr Modi’s 

predecessor had already set the process 
in motion, eliminating controls on pet-
rol prices in 2010 and last year raising 
diesel prices by 0.5 rupees a litre each 
month.

The retail price of diesel was last 
cut across the country in January 2009 
to 30.86 rupees ($0.50) per litre (0.26 
gallon), according to data available on 
Indian Oil’s website. It has nearly dou-
bled since then to 58.97 rupees.

Other nations already have acted. 
Egypt raised fuel prices as much as 
78 percent in July, a move the nation’s 
president said was 50 years overdue. 
Malaysia increased fuel prices for the 
fi rst time in more than a year at the 
start of October. Nigeria in January 
2012 lifted gasoline prices almost 50 
percent. Indonesian President-elect 
Joko Widodo has pledged to curtail 

fuel subsidies in his nation.
India budgeted 634 billion rupees 

this fi scal year for petroleum subsidies 
– including diesel, cooking gas and 
kerosene – down 25pc from the previ-
ous 12 months. Falling oil prices may 
help Mr Modi narrow the defi cit in 
the current fi scal year through March 
2015, according to Mizuho Bank Ltd. 

While petroleum subsidies are 
coming down, they only account for 
a quarter of India’s 2.6 trillion rupee 
subsidy bill. Outlays on food are budg-
eted to rise 25pc to 1.15 trillion rupees 
in the year through March.

“This is a sweet spot, a precious 
window of opportunity that must be 
used wisely by the government to push 
through reforms,” said Vishnu Vara-
than, an economist at Mizuho Bank. 

– Bloomberg

No time like now to open 
India’s diesel market

INTERNATIONAL visitor arrivals to 
Singapore fell 3 percent in the fi rst 
half of this year, hurt by a 30pc drop 
in tourists from China, offi  cial data 
showed on October 15.

Singapore’s tourism board said 
overall arrivals totalled 7.5 million in 
the six months to June, with second 
quarter numbers dipping by a sharp-
er 6pc.

Travellers from China totalled 
871,000 in the fi rst half, almost a third 
fewer than from the same period last 
year, the board said.

It said that a tourism law imple-
mented by China in October last year 

which tightened regulations on over-
seas travel contributed to the decline.

“In addition, the disappearance of 
fl ight MH370, abduction of Chinese 
visitors in Sabah and political unrest 
in Thailand have all had a dampening 
eff ect on Chinese travel to the region,” 
the board said.

Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 went 
missing in March while en route from 
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing carrying 239 
people aboard, mostly Chinese.

The aircraft has yet to be found, 
and Chinese families have accused 
Malaysia of mishandling the tragedy.

In April, a female Chinese tourist 

was abducted by gunmen at a diving 
resort in the Malaysian state of Sabah, 
along with a Filipino resort worker. 
Both were rescued nearly two months 
later.

In May, a Chinese fi sh farm man-
ager was also kidnapped near Lahad 
Datu in eastern Sabah. He has since 
been released.

Most Chinese tourists visit Singa-
pore, Malaysia and Thailand at the 
same time as part of large tour groups.

In June, Singapore mounted a 
drive in China to market itself as a 
standalone tourism destination. 

– AFP

siNGaPOreKuaLa LuMPur

Chinese tourists desert Lion City

TWO of Malaysia’s largest fi nancial 
institutions, CIMB Group and RHB 
Capital, said they plan to merge 
along with a property lending fi rm 
to create a “fi nancial powerhouse” 
that will become the country’s big-
gest bank. 

The three institutions are seeking 
central bank approval for the merg-
er, according to documents submit-
ted October 16 with Malaysia’s stock 
exchange, and aim to sign a defi ni-
tive agreement early next year.

CIMB and RHB Capital – the sec-
ond- and fourth-largest banks, re-
spectively – and the Malaysia Build-
ing Society announced in July they 
were in early talks on creating an 
entity with total assets estimated at 
around 614 billion ringgit (US$189 
billion).

That would top current leader 
Maybank, which had total assets of 
about 578 billion ringgit as of July.

The resulting entity would also 

be Southeast Asia’s fourth–biggest 
bank. Both banks had independent-
ly competed in Myanmar’s recent 
licence contest, though ultimately 
lost out, while rival Maybank was 
successful.

The Islamic-lending arms of 
CIMB and RHB will also link up 
with the Malaysian Building Society.

“The merged entity will be a ma-
jor ASEAN fi nancial powerhouse and 
a mega-Islamic bank,” the three or-
ganisations said in their joint state-
ment fi led with the stock exchange, 
referring to the 10–member Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations.

Ratings agency Fitch had warned 
in July that the plan was fraught 
with risk, particularly expected dif-
fi culties achieving integration.

Malaysia is Southeast Asia’s 
third-largest economy after Indo-
nesia and Thailand, and the central 
bank is encouraging consolidation 
in the banking sector as part of 
plans to become an important gate-
way into booming regional markets.

It is also determined to position 
Malaysia as the leading internation-
al centre for Islamic fi nance.

Islamic banking fuses principles 
of Islamic sharia law and modern 
banking methods. Islamic funds are 
banned from investing in compa-
nies associated with tobacco, alco-
hol or gambling.

Sharia-based fi nance also bans 
interest, which is seen as usury, and 
risks are shared between creditor 
and borrowers. – AFP

Malay banks plan 
powerhouse venture

iN BrieF
Virgin buys out tigerair
Virgin took full control of budget 
carrier tigerair Australia on October 
17, buying the remaining 40 percent 
it did not already own for AUS$1 
(US$0.80) from its Singapore–listed 
parent.

Virgin Australia purchased a 60pc 
stake in mid–2013 for Aus$35 million 
and said tiger Holdings had agreed 
to sell the rest of the carrier, which 
has struggled to reach profi tability, 
for the tiny sum, effectively ending 
their joint venture.

tiger will continue to licence its 
brand to Virgin.

Virgin Australia chief John 
borghetti said the acquisition 
would accelerate tiger’s drive for 
profi tability. – AFP

thailand plans fi rst oil and gas 
licence round in seven years
thailand plans to offer new licences 
to explore for oil and gas this week 
for the fi rst time in seven years, as 
the net oil importer seeks to offset 
declining supply from fi elds in the 
Gulf of thailand.

Securing new supplies is im-
portant for energy security because 
existing reserves in the gulf may last 
for only seven years, energy Minister 
Narongchai Akrasanee said in an 
interview on October 15. A list of 
potential investors may be complete 
by the end of the year, he said.

thailand’s natural gas resources 
are declining as an expansion of 
Southeast Asia’s second–biggest 
economy increases demand and 
state energy subsidies encourage 
consumption. – bloomberg

rubber sellers take a stand
thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Vietnam were among countries that 
agreed not to sell natural rubber be-
low current prices, according to the 
International rubber consortium.

cambodia, the Philippines and 
Papua New Guinea also pledged to 
join efforts by producers to improve 
prices to prevent small holders from 

suffering further losses, the group 
said on its website. It follows a move 
by trade groups from fi ve Southeast 
Asian nations, which account for at 
least 70 percent of the global pro-
duction, on October 10 to halt sales 
below current rates.

rubber prices from tokyo to 
thailand and Singapore slumped 
to their lowest levels in more than 
fi ve years this month after concerns 
mounted that demand from china 
would weaken as the economy in the 
top consuming nation slowed. 

. – bloomberg

iPhone 6 sales start in China
Apple began selling its latest iPhone 
in china on October 17, nearly a 
month after other major territories 
due to a licence delay by regula-
tors, but it faces a tough battle with 
rivals led by Samsung in the crucial 
market. Staff at an Apple Store in 
downtown Shanghai clapped and 
congratulated iPhone 6 customers 
as they left the shop, which opened 
two hours early for those who had 
pre–ordered.

Fashion industry worker Wang 
Xue picked out a gold–coloured 
iPhone 6 Plus, having been using an 
iPhone 4 for the past four years. “I 
like the design and everything about 
it,” she said. “It’s worth it to me to 
pay 6,088 yuan (US$998).” – AFP

Chinese state fi rm the only one 
interested in Mexican rail plan
chinese–led consortium was the only 
group to enter a bid for a high–speed 
train project connecting Mexico city 
and the central city of Queretaro, the 
transport ministry said. the china 
railway construction corp. pre-
sented on October 15 a US$4.3 billion 
plan to build the trains and 210–kilo-
metre (130–mile) railway, the minis-
try said in a statement. 

the project is part of President 
enrique Pena Nieto’s decision to 
bring back passenger trains, which 
mostly disappeared a decade ago.

 – AFP

‘The merged entity 
will be a major 
ASEAN fi nancial 
powerhouse and a 
mega–Islamic bank.’

Joint statement, CiMB and rhB

The oft–photographed Merlion 
might be roaring a little less 
loudly these days. Photo: AFP
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JOINING the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (EITI) has 
been a centerpiece of Myanmar’s re-
form of its extractive industry sector. 
It’s a voluntary organisation that de-
clares countries compliant when they 
meet a set of reporting standards on 
transparency – a standard so far ob-
tained by 29 countries. 

Jean–Francois Lassalle, public af-
fairs director from French petroleum 
giant Total, visited Myanmar last week 
for EITI discussions in Nay Pyi Taw. 
Total is a board member of EITI In-
ternational, while its local subsidiary 
Total E&P Myanmar is a member of 
the Multi Stakeholder Group put to-
gether by the government to produce 
the country’s first EITI report. 

The Myanmar Times’ Aung Shin 
caught up with him to talk about My-
anmar’s EITI prospects and processes. 

What did you talk about at the EITI 
International Board Meeting in 
Nay Pyi Taw [last week]?
There meetings occur about every 
fourth month, so three a year. We regu-
larly talk about subjects relating to EITI. 
We receive the achievements of every 
different country and the prospects for 

newcomers, this time especially about 
[newly] accepted compliant candidates 
Indonesia and Chad. Great Britain and 
Colombia are new candidates like My-
anmar six months ago.

Is there any particular reason for 
Myanmar to host this Internation-
al EITI Board meeting?
Yes, it is recognition of the country’s 
merit. Generally the board goes to the 
county where we think there is merit 
to have done something for EITI, like 
joining or caring they want to join. 
This is why this time we wanted to 
honour the country, which is progress-
ing EITI. It is in recognition and an 
honour for Myanmar to move toward 
transparency. 

Is Myanmar on the right track to 
become EITI compliant?
I hear there is a lot of enthusiasm here 
in Myanmar from all the parts. The 
government, civil societies and private 
companies are very appreciative. It is 
good spirit to progress toward deliver-
ing the first EITI report in time, which 
is early 2016. And then [if it success-
ful] the EITI board will certify compli-
ance to Myanmar in 2016. At the mo-

ment, everything is progressing well. 
Myanmar is going to deliver its 
First EITI Report in early 2016. Al-
though it is more than a year away, 
do you think Myanmar can file its 
report in time?
We are at a very early state at the mo-
ment. There is a lot of work to do. But 

at least the enthusiasm is here, will-
ing to deliver in time – now it needs 
to get done. 

Will Myanmar’s approach to EITI 
cause pressure to local companies 
and international companies who 
have invested here?
The process can be the incentive. If 
you have companies from the coun-
try which is not EITI [compliant] yet, 
they may be national companies in 
their country. So, they can report to 
their government that it is good. In 
return, these countries may join EITI. 

Many local companies, regional 
companies like Petronas, PTTEP, are 
less aware of EITI because EITI is not 

in their region yet. So we talk about 
EITI to them and encourage them to 
join as well. With the system it is not 
important for the companies to join or 
not to join. When the county decides 
to join, all the companies are obliged 
to follow. So it is better to follow vol-
untarily.  

How is it important for Myanmar 
to become a part of EITI?
I think it is a sign of good governance 
and good reputation; it attracts for-
eign investors to come to the country. 
Foreign investors, especially the West, 
they want to invest in places with good 
reputation, good records and trans-
parency, effectively showing the mon-
ey they get and where they are using 
it. … It is a big chance for Myanmar 
to develop the economy because [EITI 
compliance] attracts many investors. 

But there are many other countries 
or companies who do not follow 
EITI, like China?
China is not interested in EITI at the 
moment. But Chinese companies are 
doing business in EITI countries fol-
lowing EITI standards. 

What would be the main issues 
stopping Myanmar from EITI?
For the moment, I don’t see any is-
sue. Everything is positive. There is so 
much enthusiasm. We are very hope-
ful that Myanmar will do it fast and 
in time. The civil society here is very 
well organised. It is more than west-
ern countries – Myanmar is changing 
very rapidly. 

Total talking transparency through EITI

Total’s Jean-Francois Lassalle in conversation. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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THE global economy faces its biggest 
test of confidence since the European 
sovereign debt crisis as investors fear 
it is running out of engines.

Japan and the euro area are throw-
ing up fresh signs of weakness by the 
day and emerging markets such as 
China are dragging instead of driving 
growth. The sense of tumult is being 
exacerbated by war in the Middle 
East, the standoff in Ukraine, street 
protests in Hong Kong and the spread 
of Ebola to Dallas.

The worry is that five years since 
the world limped out of recession, 
central banks have virtually exhaust-
ed their stimulus arsenals if inflation 
and activity keeps fading. That leaves 
the hopes of financial markets riding 
on the US to resume its historical role 
as a locomotive robust enough to pull 
up demand elsewhere.

“The global economy and the 
markets have a history of traumatic 
economic events,” said Paul Mortim-
er-Lee, chief economist for North 
America at BNP Paribas SA in New 
York. “Psychologically and physically 
they have not recovered fully and are 
anxious about a relapse.”

The doubts remained evident 
across financial markets last week. 
European stocks fell for an eighth 
day on October 16 in the longest rout 
since 2003, oil fell toward $80 a bar-
rel and Treasuries rose. Bonds from 
Greece to Spain slid while the dollar 
strengthened.

“Investors have huge questions 
about the world right now,” said Da-
vid Kotok, chair and chief investment 
officer at Sarasota, Florida-based 
Cumberland Advisors.

The latest catalyst for concern was 
October 15’s news that US retail sales 
dropped 0.3 percent in September 
and wholesale prices unexpectedly 
fell for the first time in a year.

That added to the drumbeat of 

disappointing data from elsewhere, 
which this week alone included the 
weakest German investor confidence 
in two years and Chinese factory-gate 
prices dropping for a record-tying 31st 
month.

The epicentre of the economic 
worries is the euro area, where Eu-
ropean Central Bank President Mario 
Draghi is trying to tackle the weakest 
inflation in almost five years as in-
vestors bet it will deteriorate further 
amid signs powerhouse Germany is 
now faltering.

“Europe has now entered a more 
dangerous phase in their crisis,” said 
Scott Brown, chief economist at Ray-
mond James & Associates Inc in St 
Petersburg, Florida. “They’ve got to 
do quantitative easing. They don’t 
have any choice because that’s the 
only game in town.”

Unlike five years ago when they 
proved strong enough to lift the 
world out of its slump, emerging 
markets are now stumbling, too. A 
property slump in China is pushing 
down the nation’s annual growth to 
what analysts project is the slowest 
pace since 1990, while Brazil is trying 
to escape the recession it entered in 
the first half of the year.

The biggest reason for confidence 
that the storm will prove short-lived 
are signs the US is again a potential 
oasis of prosperity even as the foreign 
weakness and rising dollar draw the 
concern of Federal Reserve officials.

Grounds for optimism include 
the lowest unemployment rate in six 
years, a deleveraging of debt by com-
panies and households and the like-
lihood cheaper energy and low bond 
yields will support consumer spend-
ing and business investment. 

“Things aren’t looking bad enough 
in the rest of the world to drag the 
US,” said Peter Hooper, from Deutsche 
Bank AG.  – Bloomberg

World economy in doubt 
as hopes pinned on US
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Job Watch

The Singapore Airlines Group of companies is involved in the airline and 
travel business and is consistently voted as the best in the industry. We are 
hiring in view of our business expansion in Yangon. If you are the person 
we are looking for, please write to us for an interview.

(1) RESERVATION & TICKETING ASSISTANT (1 POSITION)
ROLE & RESPONSIBILITIES:
•	 You	will	be	part	of	a	 team	 responsible	 for	attending	 to	 the	air	 travel	

needs of customers as well as supporting our travel trade partners in 
the servicing Singapore Airlines and SilkAir customers.

REQUIREMENTS:
•	 Bachelors	degree	or	higher
•	 Experience	in	airline	and	service	industry	is	preferred.	
•	 Good	command	of	both	written	and	spoken	English	
•	 Good	computer	skills	and	proficient	in	Lotus	Notes,	Microsoft	Office.
•	 Service	oriented;	Enjoys	interacting	with	people	and	working	in	a	team
•	 Able	to	work	long	hours	and	late	nights	when	required
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATION FOR THIS POSITION: 31 OCT 2014
REMUNERATION & BENEFITS:
Attractive	salary,	 fringe	benefits,	privilege/concessional	 travels	and	over-
seas training will be offered to the right candidate. Please send your ap-
plication (by letter only) with resume and a recent photo to:

Admin & Accounts Manager
#02-02 Sakura Tower, 
339 Bogyoke Aung San Road
Yangon 11182. 

(Only	short-listed	candidates	will	be	notified)

JOB OPPORTUNITY
The	Project	for	Capacity	Development	of	Legal,	Judicial	and	Relevant	Sectors	
in	Myanmar,	one	of	 the	 technical	cooperation	projects	of	Japan	International	
Cooperation	Agency	(JICA),	is	seeking	a	qualified	Myanmar	national	to	fill	the	
following position: 

Title:	 Project	Assistant
Location:	 Union	Attorney	General’s	Office	and	the	Office	of	the	
 Supreme Court of the Union, Nay Pyi Taw
Deadline: 7 November 2014
Starting Date: To be discussed
Initial Contract: 1 year(incl. 3 months’ probation)
Qualifications:	 -	Good	command	of	English	and	Myanmar		 	
	 			(Knowledge	of	Japanese	is	an	asset)
 - University Degree (Law, Political Sciences, Public  
    Administration or Economics would be desirable)
	 -	Experience	in	the	usage	of	computers	and	office	 
    software (MS Word, Excel, etc.)

Interested	candidates	are	required	to	submit	an	application	letters,	CVs,	educa-
tional	certificates	and	relevant	documents	to	info@jicalegalproject.com.
Only shot-listed candidates will be contacted for interview.

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
379-383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada T/S, Yangon

Email applications to: mcmhrd@myanmartimes.com.mm

Challenging Media Sales Position
 MCM is looking for an excellent candidate to oversee our 
National Sales Force. Successful candidates will have strong 
commercial management experience, the vision to develop 
our business, and a track-record of B2B Sales Management. 
Experience in the media sector will be a bonus.
 The National Sales Director will oversee our Sales 
Department’s activities day-to-day, coaching the team towards 
strong sales performance while overseeing the placement of 
advertisements into our products, and reporting directly to top 
management. 
 Success in this challenging position will require going 
beyond week-to-week management and test your ability to chase 
new business, develop new business opportunities, and inform 
the company’s growth as a whole. Your success in this position will 
pave the way towards a rewarding career in Media. Are you ready 
to take your management career to the next level? Remuneration 
will be commensurate with candidate’s experience.

Apply today:
Email our HR team at MCMHRD@mmtimes.com.mm for a full 
job description and details on the application process.

 Business Development manager
 Marketing manager
 Sales and distribution manager
 Brand manager
 Logistic officer
 Medical doctor
 Project manager
 Sales engineer
 Site engineer
 Chief Accountant
 Accountant
 HR Manager
 HR Executive
 Legal executive
 Secretary
 Passenger service agent ( airline)
 Receptionist
 Customer service

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com
www.esearchmyanmar.com   www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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THE area north of Mandalay Hill 
will transition from rice paddy to 
housing development over the next 
year, as Mandalay city will expand 
north of the city as a planned pro-
ject goes ahead.

A large–scale housing project 
and hotel zone has been proposed 
to help house the city’s growing 
population, said U Myo Hlaing Oo, 
a project administrator with the 
company.

“We are taking a risk with the 
project as it is located north of the 
city, away from where most people 
are,” he said. “It will be a peaceful 
place for people to relax and start 
a family.”

The project will be built by Tha-
dittitsar Construction on 65 acres 
to the north of Mandalay city and 
its landmark hill, with a large num-

ber of two-storey housing buildings 
planned, said U Myo Hlaing Oo. The 
specific project was planned begin-
ning in 2012, but the area has been 
eyed for development since 1987.

A Japanese fi rm has assisted 
with its planning and will be in-
volved through project engineers, 
he said. The plan ultimately calls 
for 27 acres for housing, 10 acres for 
hotels, with the remaining area de-

voted to roads and green areas such 
as parks.

It will take up to three years for 
the housing part to be fi nished. The 
fi rm would like to work on the hotel 
project concurrently, and is looking 
to collaborate with hoteliers on its 
design and branding.

Housing at the site will cost 
about K100 million for the top-end 
units, with deposits of 80 percent 
being required. There is also the op-
tion for installment fi nancing, said 
U Myo Hlaing.

A company engineer added it will 
come with 24-hour electricity and a 
quality water supply.

Mandalay offi  cials said they sup-
port eff orts to build housing for 
Mandalay’s booming population.

U Kyaw San, Mandalay Region 
transportation minister, said at the 
launch event that developing civil 
projects is a government priority. 

– Translated by Khant Lin Oo

City to expand past Mandalay hill
MaNDaLaY

sithu LWiN
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

‘We are taking a risk 
with the project as 
it is located north of 
the city.’

u Myo Laing Oo
Project administrator

iN PiCtures

Photo: Thiri Lu

The Central Fire Station 
is marked by a 100-foot 
watchtower, and was the 
fi rst Myanmar fi re station 
to use petrol and steam-
driven fi re engines to replace 
horse-driven engines. It was 
built in 1911 and completed 
in 1912, and is also now 
host to Yangon Heritage 
Trust’s fourth blue plaque 
marketing its historical 
importance. 

– Noe Noe Aung

THE traditional property shuffl  e that 
comes with Buddhist Lent is seeing 
more people than ever move to Yan-
gon’s suburbs, according to property 
experts.

Thadingyut, the festival marking 
the end of Lent that fell on October 
7 to 9 this year, is often followed by 
large numbers of people changing 
homes. But rental prices in Yangon it-
self are still quite high, and increasing 
volumes of renters are headed north 
to townships like North Dagon and 
Hlaing Tharyar townships for some 
respite from the rent price increase, 
after being unable to secure another 
year at downtown apartments.

“Many people are moving to the 
suburban townships this year – we 

are hiring out lots of trucks and work-
ers for moving,” said U Khin Maung 
Aye, owner of Shwe Kan Myay house 
moving and real estate company.

The suburbs have longed faced 
poor infrastructure, but it has been 
rapidly improved over the past two 
years. The suburbs are also much 
cheaper to live in than the city.

“Some people are moving from 
South Okkalapa to North Dagon 
townships to reduce rental fees – 

Rent hikes send people to suburbs

NOE NOE 
AUNG

noenoeag@gmail.com

‘Particularly in 2014, 
lots of people have 
changed their minds 
and are moving out 
to the suburbs.’

Ko Min Min soe
Mya Pan tha Khin real estate

Thadingyunt is a traditional time to fi nd a new home, but it’s more diffi  cult to aff ord reasonable downtown lodging

INDIA’S biggest property developer 
DLF saw $1.2 billion wiped off  its stock 
market value after regulators barred 
the company from selling shares and 
bonds, alleging it had sought to de-
fraud investors.

The Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (SEBI), in one of the tough-
est orders handed down by fi nancial 
regulators, accused DLF in a October 
14 statement of “deliberate suppression 
of important information” in the 2007 
initial public off ering (IPO).

DLF’s shares slid 29 percent to close 

at 104.9 rupees on the Bombay Stock 
Exchange–slashing 74.38 billion rupees 
(US$1.2 billion) off  the fi rm’s share 
market value.

The order would block debt-laden 
DLF, its billionaire founder-chair Kush-
al Pal Singh and fi ve other people, from 
any sale, purchase or other dealings in 
the security markets for three years. 
The others barred from trading include 
his son, Rajiv Singh, who is company 
vice-chair, and daughter Pia Singh, a 
DLF director.

It was the latest blow for the New 

Over $1 billion wiped out at Indian developer
NeW DeLhi
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“For the moment, I don’t see any issue. Everything is positive. There is 
so much enthusiasm.”  

— Total official Jean-Francois Lassalle on Myanmar’s EITI candidacy

Red Shirts start singing 
out for mass appeal
WOrLD 51

Rent hikes send people to suburbs
currently North Dagon is the hottest 
place to live,” he said.

Developments a little further from 
downtown, such as Nawaday Garden 
and Pun Hlaing Golf Estate, are be-
coming more popular, partly because 
buyers and renters can get large ac-
commodation for the same price.

Ko Min Min Soe of Mya Pan Tha 
Khin real estate agency, said he has 
also seen more interest in the suburbs.

“In the past, people refused to live 
in the suburbs because of incomplete 
infrastructure and poor transporta-
tion. But nowadays, particularly in 
2014, lots of people have changed 
their minds and are moving out to the 
suburbs,” he said.

It is high property prices in partic-
ular that are causing people to move 
from downtown. Rents have been ris-
ing, and the number of reasonably-
priced units available have fallen as 
landlords focus on renting to busi-
nesses or foreigners. 

Standard rental units in downtown 
townships cost between K300,000 

and K800,000 a month, well beyond 
the reach of many workers. Higher 
quality units start at about K1.5 mil-
lion, agents told The Myanmar Times.

Meanwhile, rent can be as low as 
K100,000 for apartments in the sub-
urbs.

Ma Thawta works at a company 
and resides in Hlaing township, but 
will be on the move shortly as she 
cannot renew her present lease.

“My current flat costs K150,000 a 
month. It’s on the fourth floor and 
not that big, just enough for two or 
three people,” she said. “But by the 
end of the month I have to move out, 
so I’m searching for another flat near-
by … but it’s difficult.”

Ma Thawta said she may end up 
having to move further afield.

Agents say much of the current 
market actions is in renting rather 
than selling and buying, as prices have 
risen high enough to slow trading.

“I’m guessing rental costs will rise 
again by the end of 2014, but we have 
to wait and see,” said Ko Min Min Soe.

HoUSE of THE wEEk

It’S a dream to live near your of-
fice. No running back across town to 
pick up missing documents, minimal 
concern about sleeping in at home 
and missing an important meet-
ing, or, more likely in House of the 
Week’s case, sleeping in at the office 
and missing the repeat of rocky IV 
playing on satellite. 

but what about living in your of-
fice? House of the Week was tempt-
ed by the thought after visiting this 
week’s home in Mayangone town-
ship. It’s beautifully put together 
and a welcoming place for business 

visitors, after-work friends and your 
neighbourhood geckos alike.

While House of the Week has yet 
to act on its plans of cashing in its 
day job and joining the speculation 
craze, this would be a reasonable 
headquarters if it does.

At 3800 square feet, there are 
four large bedrooms, and plenty 
of smaller rooms, including lots of 

space for a large family.
It’s also a bit outside of town, 

meaning were you not both living and 
working here, you would be spend-
ing significant time in the rush-hour 
Kabar Aye Pagoda crush.

It has a well-kept garden and 
pleasant balconey, both fine places 
to read a book. the home is West-
ern-style with a nod to Myanmar 
decorating sensibilities.

the price is steep at US$7500 a 
month, but we’d suggest giving a 
stab at negotiating it lower. but if 
you’ve chosen it as the headquar-
ters of your soon-to-be-successful 
Gordon Gekko enterprise, maybe it 
doesn’t matter so much.

– tin Yadanar Htun

 Location : U Kyaw Hla 

   3rd Lane, 

   7 Mile, 

   Mayangone 

 Price  : $7500 per month 

   (negotiable)

 Contact  : estate Myanmar 

   real estate Agency

 Phone  : 09-43118787,

   09-43031699

Not just geckos but Gordon Gekkos 

Thadingyunt is a traditional time to find a new home, but it’s more difficult to afford reasonable downtown lodging

Over $1 billion wiped out at Indian developer
Delhi–based firm, which pioneered de-
velopment of the Indian capital’s fast–
growing satellite city Gurgaon.

DLF, which builds apartment com-
plexes, malls and office towers, has 
been hard hit by weak home sales trig-
gered by the country’s sharp economic 
slowdown. The SEBI ban means it will 
be unable to tap financial markets to 
raise funds and reduce its 190 billion 
rupee (US$3 billion) debt.

The SEBI order “banning DLF from 
capital market exercises for three years 
is a big negative development”, said 

Macquarie Capital Securities India in 
note to clients, adding the company 
might have to “resort to large asset 
sales to reduce debt”.

DLF could face a liquidity crisis if 
real estate sales fail to pick up, Ambit 
Capital brokerage analyst V Krishnan 
told the Economic Times daily.

The real-estate company, India’s 
biggest listed property developer with 
annual turnover of 100 billion rupees, 
told investors it had not contravened 
“the law either during its initial public 
offer or otherwise”. – AFP
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A NEW app debuting in Myanmar 
can make everyone a critic. 

Let’s Hush, a location-based re-
viewing application from Nex Co 
Ltd, will allow users to air their 
secrets, deliver feedback on proxi-
mate items and “speak … their 
mind freely”, according to the 
company’s founder and managing 
director Ko Ye Myat Min.  

Nex can then potentially lev-
erage what people review, sell-
ing info to companies that want  
to know their standing with the 
public.

“Our strategy is to slowly trans-
form the platform from a fun con-
fession app into a useful review 
app,” he said.

The app came out of another  
social network-slash-soapbox where 
users can air opinions: Facebook.

Ko Ye Myat Min said that My-
anmar people – who “tend to be 
very conservative” – were already 
posting feedback on the social net-
work.

“We thought to ourselves, ‘Why 
don’t we just give them a platform 
where they could criticise freely 
without having to worry about 
their identity being exposed?’” he 
said. 

Along with masks for users, 
however, comes the risk that 
they’ll post inappropriate content 
such as hate speech – something 
Ko Ye Myat Min said Nex is work-
ing to prevent.

“We are trying to build mecha-
nisms which will automatically 
crawl the data and build up a 
reporting system so that we can 

detect hate speech before it gets 
written,” he said.  

Ko Ye Myat Min, who dropped 
out of college to concentrate on 
his business, going straight from 
being a student to CEO of his 
own company, calls schools prime 
testing grounds for Let’s Hush – 

which can also provide a platform 
for confessions.

He said he wants to roll the 
app out to all students by the end 
of this year, starting with a small 
group of teens. 

“Schools are a great place be-
cause there are urban legends and 

school legends,” he said. “I think 
those are the stories that we can 
start with, without spreading hate 
speech. Because if we release it 
to the general public at once, I’m 
sure there will be hate speech.” 

The company is working to-
ward beta testing this week. 

App to cast a critical eye

A look at Nex Co Ltd’s new app, Let’s Hush, where users can tell secrets and spread stories without anyone knowing 
their name. Photo: Supplied

CatheriNe trautWeiN
newsroom@mmtimes.com.mm

CatheriNe trautWeiN
newsroom@mmtimes.com

iN BrieF
tomy the toy boy
Japanese toymaker tomy on October 
15 unveiled a multi-talented humanoid 
robot, named “robi jr.,” which can 
converse using some 1000 phrases 
and belt out about 50 songs, as well as 
move its limbs and head.

the firm said it will put the Japa-
nese-speaking humanoid, designed 
by well-known roboticist tomotaka 
takahashi, on the market in 2015 at 
15,000 yen ($140) apiece in Japan.

the googly-eyed, 20-centimetre 
(7.9-inch) high robot was designed to 
resemble a six-year-old, according to 
the firm, which says it is equipped with 
voice recognition and calendar func-
tions so it can respond when owners 
ask it for the time.

When asked to sing a song, the 
robot will answer, “Okay. then let’s sing 
along together” or “No. Ask me later 
because I am busy”, depending on “its 
mood”.tomy plans to sell 50,000 units 
a year in its home market. 

Mars: the final trip of a lifetime 
Space enthusiasts planning a move 
to Mars may have to wait to relocate: 
conditions on the red Planet are such 
that humans would likely begin dying 
within 68 days, a new study says.

Oxygen levels would start to deplete 
after about two months and scientists 
said new technologies are required 
before humans can permanently 
settle on Mars, according to the study 
by researchers at the Massachusetts 
Institute of technology (MIt). 

the five-person team used data 
from Mars One, a Dutch-based non-
profit group behind an audacious 
project to permanently colonise the 
red Planet starting in 2024. 

the red Planet lies at least 34 mil-
lion miles from earth and it would take 
a minimum of seven months to get 
there. – AFP

RURAL poverty has an outsize ef-
fect on Myanmar’s women – an issue 
that their “empowerment” can help 
address, according to U Aung Htun 
Thet, economic advisor to the presi-
dent. 

“We have to recognize the femi-
nisation of poverty,” he said at Oore-
doo’s Connected Women’s Conference 
2014. “Women’s empowerment is the 
key toward poverty reduction and ru-
ral development.”

The government has prioritised 
these two issues in Myanmar, where 
70 percent of the population lives in 
rural areas.

U Aung Htun Thet also recognised 
the need for an “action plan” to close 
the digital gap between men and 
women. According to a 2010 GSMA 
study, women in low-income coun-
tries such as Myanmar are 21 percent 
less likely to own a mobile phone than 
men, a presenter at the event said.

“I hope through this conference 
we can enhance the economic power 
of the woman in Myanmar, we can 
raise the political voice of the woman 
in Myanmar, and we can further en-
hance the legal rights of the woman 
in Myanmar,” he said. 

He also said connectivity and 
technology will help women lead and 
learn. “We envisage an economically 
vibrant country, a socially inclusive 
country and a democratically an-
chored nation,” he said. 

Women 
crucial to 
change, 
says advisor

Merck KGaA, (a Corporation with general partners), of Darmstadt, 
Germany, is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

TRADE MARK CAUTION

CARDIOMAX
Reg. No. 12115/2014

in respect of “Class 05: Pharmaceutical and medicinal preparations 
and substances; nutritional supplements; vitamins; minerals and 
mineral salts; preparations consisting of vitamins and/or minerals; 
medicinal herbs; herbal preparations; fish oils and derivatives thereof 
for use as dietary supplements and for pharmaceutical and medical 
purposes; cod liver oil. Class 29: Edible oils and edible fats; non-
medicated nutritional supplements; edible oils and edible fats and 
derivatives thereof for use as nutritional supplements.”.

OCEAN GOLD
Reg. No. 12118/2014

in respect of “Class 05: Pharmaceutical, Medicinal products 
and substances, Nutritional supplements; vitamin and/or mineral 
preparations for use as food supplements; oils and derivatives thereof 
for use as food/nutritional supplements or for use in manufacturing 
food/nutritional supplements; oils and fats and derivatives of oils and 
fats for medicinal purposes; cod liver oil. Class 29: Fish oils; edible 
oils and derivatives thereof for use as food/nutritional supplements 
or for use in manufacturing nutritional/food supplements and other 
foodstuffs; nutritional supplements”.

PULSE
Reg. No. 12119/2014

in respect of “Class 05: Pharmaceutical, medicinal preparations and 
substances; infants’ and invalids’ foods; nutritional supplements 
included in Class 5 for humans and for animals; vitamins; minerals 
and mineral salts, all included in Class 5; preparations included in 
Class 5 consisting of vitamins and/or minerals; medicinal herbs; 
herbal preparations included in Class 5; oils and fats and derivatives 
of oils and fats; laxatives; cod liver oil. Class 29: Fish (none being 
live), seafood and food products made or derived from fish and 
seafood; nutritional supplements included in Class 29; edible oils 
and edible fats; foodstuffs containing oils or fats”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.,H.G.P.,D.B.L.
for Merck KGaA
P.O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 20 October 2014

GLUCOMEGA
Reg. No. 12116/2014

in respect of “Class 05: Pharmaceutical, medicinal preparations and 
substances; nutritional supplements, vitamins; minerals and mineral 
salts, preparations consisting of vitamins and/or minerals; medicinal 
herbs; herbal preparations (medicinal); oils and fats and derivatives 
of oils and fats for medicinal purposes; laxatives; cod liver oil. Class 
29: Nutritional supplements; edible oils and edible fats and products 
derived therefrom, all being for use as nutritional supplements or for 
use in the manufacture of nutritional supplements”.

JOINTCARE
Reg. No. 12117/2014

in respect of “Class 05: Pharmaceutical and medicinal preparations 
and substances; preparations included in class 5 consisting of 
vitamins and/or minerals; nutritional supplements; vitamins, minerals 
and mineral salts; oils and fats and derivatives of oils and fats; cod 
liver oil. Class 29: Preparations made or derived from seafood; 

nutritional supplements; edible oils and edible fats; foodstuffs 
containing oils or fats”.
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Take your ‘Pic’ by Myo Satt

Available: KMD Sales & Service Centre, 174–182, Pansodan Road, Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon. Ph : 01–385177, 01–385877

Instax Mini 25
With this camera, you 
can print photos sized 
62x46mm and adjust 

how light or dark your 
photos are. It works great 
for up-close-and-personal 

pictures, and the lens 
doubles as a mirror for 

selfi es. Includes two 
shutters for vertical and 

horizontal shooting.
K98,000

Instax Mini 50s
The design is compact 
and classy. Its self-timer 
mode can capture two 
photos after a single 
press of a button, and its 
fl ash mode can automati-
cally adjust for bright-
ness according to your 
surroundings. You can 
print out 62x46mm-sized 
pictures, and the close-up 
photos are the best.
K105,000

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

photos are. It works great 
for up-close-and-personal 

shutters for vertical and 

Instax Mini8
With cute design, this 
handy camera comes 
in diff erent colours. 
You won’t need to 
worry about your 
pictures thanks to its 
auto lighten-darken 
adjust system. This 
camera can also give 
you photos sized 
62x46mm.
K81,000

Instax Mini WW2 
(Instax Mini Film 2 

Packs)Film 
This is print paper use-

ful for above-mentioned 
cameras. The package 

includes two packs with 
10 prints per pack.

K14,000

CATHERINE 
TRAUTWEIN

newrooms@mmtimes.com

TRAUTWEIN

THE stage is set for Myanmar’s tech-
savvy native sons and daughters to 
return from overseas and develop the 
local industry.

“Myanmar is hot right now, peo-
ple,” Code for Change Myanmar 
founder David Madden told about 60 
attendees at Myanmar Startup Day in 
Singapore, an event hosted by Oore-
doo’s entrepreneurship-focused off -
shoot Ideabox Myanmar on October 
11. “Come home.”

Singapore has long been a draw 
for Myanmar. Some estimates put the 
number of Myanmar living in Singa-
pore at 100,000, nearly 2 percent of 
the city-state’s total 5.5 million people, 
often driven to the city for economic 
reasons.

According to the IMF, Singapore’s 
unadjusted GDP per capita for 2013 
came in at $55,182. while Myanmar’s 
per capita GDP, by contrast, stood at 
$1113.

“Historically, there’s been a pretty 
strong fl ow of people out of Myanmar 
into other parts of the region, espe-
cially Singapore,” Mr Madden said. “I 
think for many people Singapore was 
the default place to go and get a uni-
versity degree, to get further educa-
tion. It was the place to get a good job, 
a well-paying job with an internation-
ally known company.”

But that stream of people is chang-
ing course, especially for those in-
terested in technology. “What we’re 
seeing now is that there’s so much in-
teresting and exciting stuff  happening 
in Myanmar that there’s a real case for 
people to come back, to come home,” 
Mr Madden said. 

Improved infrastructure helps 

boost that case, as Myanmar is head-
ing online. “Four telcos [are] now fall-
ing over themselves to get people con-
nected, and that’s a sea-change,” Mr 
Madden said. Both Ooredoo and Tel-
enor, two private telecoms providers 
whose services the government green-
lit for rollout last year, seek to cover 
more than 90pc of the country in fi ve 
years, according to the companies.

And tech talents are hoping to 
work for themselves and other Myan-
mar companies, rather than ship out. 
Mr Madden reported that, of surveyed 
Code for Change Myanmar hackathon 
participants, less than 5pc wanted to 
work overseas. Fully two-thirds said 
they planned to create their own tech 
company, while 17.1pc sought a career 
at a tech startup in Myanmar. 

“For a long time, there was concern 
from technology companies in My-
anmar about training people up and 
then seeing them disappear as soon as 
they had any sort of saleable level of 
skill, and that seems to be much less 
of a problem now,” Mr Madden said. 
“And at the same time, we have all 
these other examples of people com-
ing home and starting their own com-
panies or joining other companies. 

Many don’t need much convincing 
to return to Myanmar. “They do feel 
strongly about home,” said Ooredoo 
Myanmar director of digital services 
Julian Gorman, director of digital ser-
vices. “Part of it is family, part of it is 
food … It’s just the culture.” 

Startup founder Ko Thar Htet, who 
returned to Myanmar in 2012, also 
highlighted how ties that bind can 
motivate a move, even in the face of 
instability. “I understood that condi-
tions will never be right,” he said. “But 
the change in Myanmar has started, 
and we have opportunity to shape and 
direct where it goes.” 

“There is no better reason for any-
one [than] to make a better home,” he 
added. “It’s their home.” 

He sees more entrepreneurs than 
tech workers returning to Myanmar, 
where the former gets opportunities 10 
times larger than elsewhere, he said.

Major issues, such as a complete 
lack of mobile payments infrastruc-
ture, still hamper the development of 
Myanmar’s tech ecosystem. But the 
crowd gathered at Silicon Straits in 
the small, thumping heart of Singa-
pore’s startup scene seemed hopeful.

“The word that kept coming up to-
day was inspired,” Mr Madden said.

So long, Singapore
Tech talent heading back home

More than 60 people gathered in Singapore’s startup central to get news on 
Myanmar’s tech scene. Photo: Supplied

‘Myanmar is hot 
right now, people. 
Come home.’

David Madden
Founder, code for change Myanmar
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MURSITPINAR

GENEVA

KURDISH fighters backed by a flurry 
of US-led air strikes were still hold-
ing out last week against jihadists in 
Kobane, as an Islamic State offensive 
on the Syrian border town entered its 
second month.

IS militants were also beaten back 
from Amriyat al-Fallujah, a key city 
just west of Baghdad, as the US mili-
tary denied the Iraqi capital was in 
“imminent” danger.

The Americans said they held di-
rect talks in Paris with the main Syr-
ian Kurdish group whose forces have 
been battling IS, adding they had yet 
to discuss arming the fighters.

The Kurds claimed to have pushed 
IS back in parts of Kobane, but the Pen-
tagon warned that the multinational 
strikes may not prevent the town’s fall 
even though hundreds of jihadists are 
thought to have been killed.

Mortar and heavy machine-gun fire 
rang out on October 16 as IS appeared to 
have relaunched its bid to cut the town 
off from the Turkish border, said an AFP 
correspondent across the frontier.

Despite intensified strikes on Kob-
ane last week by the United States and 
its Arab allies, the Kurds were calling 
for increased firepower in the battle 
for the strategic town.

“We need more air strikes, as well 
as weaponry and ammunition to fight 
them on the ground,” said Idris Nas-
sen, an official in Kobane.

An estimated 200,000 mainly Kurd-
ish Syrians have fled the IS onslaught 
for the relative safety of Turkey.

A grocer who had escaped offered 
insight into those fighting for IS, say-
ing that one they had captured, an 
Azerbaijani in his 20s, had even asked 
to be killed.

“He begged us to kill him so he 
could go to paradise and be rewarded,” 
said Cuneyt Hemo, adding that the 
jihadist was held for a day and then 
shot dead.

Islamic State is also battling to 
control other parts of Syria, includ-
ing Hasakeh province, where Kurdish 
fighters killed 20 jihadists on October 
16, the Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights said.

Kurdish forces have suffered heavy 
losses since IS launched its offensive 
on the Kobane area in mid-September, 
but so too have the jihadists.

As of October 15, ground clashes 
alone had killed 662 people since Sep-
tember 16, including 20 civilians, the 
Observatory said.

IS lost 374 of its militants, while 
268 people have been killed fighting 
on the Kurdish side, according to the 
Britain-based monitor, which has a 
network of sources inside Syria.

US Central Command said Ameri-
can warplanes struck 14 times near 
Kobane on October 15 and 16, includ-
ing “successful” raids on 19 IS-held 
buildings. 

Coalition forces have now carried 
out more than 100 air strikes near 
Kobane since September 27.

The Pentagon said the raids had 
killed “several hundred” jihadist  
fighters.

The US military says Kobane may 
eventually fall but insists the town 
is not a “strategic” location and that 
other areas carry more importance, 
particularly in western Iraq and the 
suburbs of Baghdad.

Bombings in and around Baghdad 
killed at least 26 people and wounded 
dozens on October 16, including a dou-
ble car-bombing in the Dolai neigh-
bourhood that was claimed by IS.

Despite such attacks, US military 
spokesperson Rear Admiral John Kir-
by said, “we don’t believe that Bagh-
dad is under imminent threat” from 
the jihadists.

“It’s not the first time in recent 
weeks or even months that there’s 
been IED [improvised explosive de-
vice] attacks inside Baghdad.”

Mr Kirby added “terrible” weather 
and sandstorms in recent days had 
hampered the US-led air strikes Iraq.

President Barack Obama told mili-
tary chiefs from more than 20 allies this 
week they are facing a “long-term cam-
paign” against the Islamic State group.

Mr Obama has expressed special 
concern for Kobane and about halting 
the IS advance in Iraq’s western Anbar 
province.

In June, IS declared a “caliphate” 
straddling areas it seized in Iraq and 
Syria, and has committed widespread 
atrocities, including mass executions, 
the beheading of Westerners and forc-
ing women and girls into slavery.

The new UN human rights chief 
told his first press briefing on October 
16 that IS was the “antithesis of hu-
man rights”.

“It kills, it tortures, it rapes,” said 
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein. 

“It is a diabolical, potentially geno-
cidal movement, and the way it has 
spread its tentacles into other coun-
tries, employing social media and the 
internet to brainwash and recruit peo-
ple from across the globe, reveals it to 
be the product of a perverse and lethal 
marriage of a new form of nihilism 
with the digital age.”

Mr Hussein also promised an up-
dated UN assessment of the death toll 
in the more than three-year-old con-
flict in Syria, saying it would certainly 
be well over 200,000.  – AFP

Kurds hold out in 
Kobane as assault 
enters second month

A Kurdish man sits at the border area close to the southeastern village of 
Mursitpinar, in the Sanliurfa province, opposite the Syrian town of Kobane, on 
October 16. Photo: AFP

WESTERN countries were scram-
bling last week to review safety 
measures at airports and borders 
amid a mounting wave of fear that 
West Africa’s Ebola outbreak will 
spread worldwide.

As US lawmakers grilled officials 
over how an infected nurse was al-
lowed to board a crowded flight, Eu-
ropean officials promised a review 
of how passengers from Ebola-hit 
countries are screened.

US President Barack Obama au-
thorised the Pentagon to send reserv-
ists to take part in a US mission to 
combat the Ebola epidemic.

The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) vowed to ramp up its efforts 
to help 15 African countries defend 
themselves against the virus, which 
has already killed around 4500 peo-
ple.

France and Spain placed several 
potential victims under observation 
and in Liberia, the worst hit country 
so far, the minister of transport placed 
herself in quarantine after her driver 
died.

EU health commissioner Tonio 
Borg said the bloc would review exit 
screening of travellers from Liberia, 
Guinea and Sierra Leone, in coordina-
tion with the WHO.

And EU health ministers, meet-
ing in Brussels, agreed to coordi-
nate measures at entry points to the 
28-member Union, although any deci-
sion on screening for Ebola rests with 
individual European countries.

A string of health workers have 
been evacuated back to Europe from 
Africa with Ebola, but the only con-
firmed case of transmission on the 

continent so far is a Spanish nurse in 
Madrid.

Doctors in Spain have identified 
six more cases of possible infection, 
including a missionary priest who re-
cently returned from Liberia and has 
shown signs of fever.

And in France, a nurse who had 
earlier helped treat a returning Ebola 
patient was taken to a military hospi-
tal with what an official called a “sus-
pect fever”, though initial tests for the 
virus came back negative.

In the United States, two nurses 
who treated a Liberian traveller have 
now fallen ill, to the embarrassment 
of health authorities, who faced ques-
tioning about how the disease had 
spread.

Nurse Nina Pham was transferred 
from Texas to the National Institutes 
of Health outside of Washington on 

October 16. She wore a white protec-
tive suit as she stepped off a plane en 
route to one of the top US medical fa-
cilities.

In a brief video taken earlier while 
she was in Texas, Ms Pham looked 
lucid and smiling as she spoke to her 
doctor.

“I love you guys,” an emotional Ms 
Pham says, as she wipes away tears.

Ms Pham and the second infected 
US nurse were involved in the care of 
a Liberian man, Thomas Eric Duncan, 
who was the first Ebola case diag-
nosed in the United States.

He died on October 8 at the Texas 
hospital

Nursing unions claim the Texas 
hospital where the caregivers work 
had been ill-prepared, and lawmakers 
are angry that one of the patients was 
allowed to take a domestic flight de-

Health workers take a break at  the Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors 
Without Borders) Ebola treatment center in Monrovia on October 15. 
Photo: AFP

West steps up Ebola action as fears mount 
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West steps up Ebola action as fears mount 
spite mild fever symptoms.

As of October 12, 4493 people had 
died out of a total of 8997 cases in 
the outbreak, according to the WHO, 
which has warned that the infection 
rate could reach 10,000 a week by 
early December.

The vast majority of the cases have 
been in Liberia and its neighbours 
Sierra Leone and Guinea, which are 
also at the centre of WHO efforts to 
contain the disease.

Eleven other African countries 
had also been singled out for special 
assistance.

“We need to make sure it doesn’t 
spread to other countries,” Isabelle 
Nuttall, head of the WHO’s alert and 
response arm, said in Geneva.

Former UN secretary general Kofi 
Annan delivered stinging criticism of 
the world’s response, charging that 
wealthy countries were slow to tackle 
the crisis because it began in Africa.

“If the crisis had hit some other 
region it probably would have been 
handled very differently,” the Ghana-
ian diplomat told the flagship BBC 
program Newsnight.

“In fact when you look at the 
evolution of the crisis, the interna-
tional community really woke up 
when the disease got to America 
and Europe.”

Airports in Britain, Canada and 
the United States have already intro-
duced stepped-up screening of travel-
lers arriving from West Africa.

Senior US lawmakers overseeing 
homeland security also joined calls 
on October 15 for a temporary ban on 
all travel from West Africa.

After convening the second Ebola 

crisis meeting in as many days at 
the White House, President Barack 
Obama said he had “no philosophical 
objection” to a ban, but added he did 
not think it would be that effective.

While WHO recommends exit 
screening of passengers from the 
badly affected countries, it does not 
recommend entry screening, al-
though the organisation does not op-
pose it, Ms Nuttall said.

She cautioned that such screen-
ing does not detect infected pas-
sengers who have not yet developed 
symptoms, warning they could “give 
a sense of false security”. 

But as the world scrambles to rein 
in the raging virus, UN rights chief 
Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein warned that 
respect for the rights of survivors and 
affected communities risked being 
sacrificed.

The Red Cross also urged the in-
ternational community to focus less 
on dramatic actions like shutting air-
ports and more on educating popula-
tions to use proper hygiene and avoid 
unsafe burials.

Ms Nuttall also insisted the main 
focus needed to be on halting the 
epidemic where it was raging out of 
control.

“The problem of Ebola is in three 
countries in Africa,” she said.

Since Ebola does not spread until 
symptoms appear, the WHO does not 
recommend isolating asymptomatic 
health workers who have had contact 
with Ebola patients, Ms Nuttall said.

But they should monitor their 
temperatures and immediately 
isolate themselves if they spot 
symptoms. – AFP
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A police officer 
threatens to 
pepper spray a 
pro-democracy 
protester as 
demonstrators 
tried to occupy a 
main road in Hong 
Kong on October 
15. Hong Kong has 
been plunged into 
the worst political 
crisis since its 1997 
handover as pro-
democracy activists 
take over the 
streets following 
China’s refusal to 
grant citizens full 
universal suffrage. 

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin 
met his Ukrainian counterpart Petro 
Poroshenko in Milan on October 17 
in the latest attempt to ease tensions 
over the simmering conflict in eastern 
Ukraine.

EU leaders also attended the break-
fast meeting at the Milan prefecture 
building, held amid very sharp differ-
ences with Moscow over implementa-
tion of a ceasefire and peace accord 
agreed last month between Kiev and 
pro-Russian rebels.

Talks between Mr Putin and Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkel that 
had continued into the early hours of 
that morning were said by the Kremlin 
to have exposed major differences over 
the roots of the conflict.

“There are still serious differences 
concerning the origin of Ukraine’s in-
ternal conflict, as well as the root caus-
es of what is currently happening,” Rus-
sian news agencies quoted Mr Putin’s 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov as saying.

A ceasefire, reached on September 5 
in Minsk, has repeatedly been violated 
by both sides.

EU leaders were also expected on 
October 17 to confront Mr Putin over 
his warnings that gas supplies to west-
ern Europe could be disrupted this win-
ter if Russia cuts deliveries to Ukraine, 
as it has threatened to do if there is no 
agreement with Kiev over payment.

Speaking before the event, Ukrain-
ian President Petro Poroshenko said he 
hoped the breakfast meeting with the 
Russian leader would help shore up a 
patchy ceasefire between his govern-
ment forces and pro-Moscow rebels in 
the east of Ukraine.

“Peace and stability in Ukraine, it is 
the only thing we expect,” Mr Poroshen-
ko told reporters late on October 16 af-
ter talks with Ms Merkel.

The diplomatic shuttling over 
Ukraine is taking place on the sidelines 
of an Asia-Europe (ASEM) summit that 
has been completely overshadowed by 
the crisis, which deepened as the week 
went on.

NATO said it had seen no sign of 
any major Russian pullback from the 
Ukrainian border despite Putin say-
ing earlier this week nearly 18,000 
troops had been withdrawn from the 
frontier.

US and European Union leaders 
had welcomed that announcement as a 
positive gesture ahead of the Poroshen-
ko talks but also reminded Mr Putin 
that sanctions would remain in place 
until he stopped meddling in Ukraine 
completely.

With the financial markets in tur-
moil, partly due to the uncertainties 
over Ukraine, Ms Merkel had earlier 
tried to put the ball firmly in Mr Putin’s 
court.

Ms Merkel said it was “first and 
foremost” Russia’s responsibility to 
make sure a ceasefire and peace plan 
agreed last month with the rebels “re-
ally will be implemented”.

Ms Merkel, French President Fran-
cois Hollande, British Premier David 
Cameron and Italian leader Matteo 
Renzi are all due to sit in on the Putin-
Poroshenko meeting.

“It will be an opportunity to deliver 
a collective message that Putin has to 
start real peace negotiations,” said an 
aide to Mr Hollande.

Mr Putin last week accused US 
President Barack Obama of outright 
hostility toward Russia and insisted he 
would not be blackmailed by the West.

The Russian president has also 
played his gas trump card, effectively 
reminding Europe that it gets about a 
third of its supplies from Russia.

Mr Putin insisted he did not want 
to see a repeat of 2006 and 2009 when 
interruptions of supplies to Ukraine 
disrupted onward deliveries to Europe.

“I am very much hoping that it will 
not come to that,” Mr Putin said.

The ASEM summit brings togeth-
er more than 50 member states who 
share one of the world’s largest trad-
ing relationships at a time of growing 
uncertainty over the global economic  
outlook. – AFP

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
(left), Russia’s President Vladimir Putin 
(right, Italian Prime Minister Matteo 
Renzi (centre) and French President 
Francois Hollande (background) arrive 
for a meeting in Milan on October 17. 
Photo: AFP

Gas threats heat up Russia talks
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MANIlA

RELATIVES of a transgender Filipino 
allegedly murdered by a US Marine 
demanded last week that the accused 
be thrown in a Philippine prison.

The family and protesters who took 
to the streets on October 15 accused  
the Manila government of dragging its 
heels over the killing that threatens to 
test the longstanding defence ties be-
tween Manila and Washington.

“This is not an ordinary murder 
case. This is a hate crime,” Harry 
Roque, lawyer for the family of the 
victim told a news conference in the 
northern port of Olongapo, where Jef-
frey Laude, 26, was found dead.

Mr Roque said police concluded 
the victim suffocated to death after af-
ter his head was dunked into a toilet 
bowl at a hotel where he and the sus-
pect had checked in late on October 11.

The victim’s mother wept as she 
spoke alongside Mr Roque before  
television cameras to demand the sus-
pect’s transfer to a Philippine jail.

“We the poor have a right to seek 
justice too. The government should 

not ignore us,” Julita Laude said.
Philippine police on October 15 

referred the case to state prosecutors, 
who will decide whether to file a mur-
der charge against Private First Class 
Joseph Scott Pemberton.

The American could face life in 
prison if convicted in a Filipino court.

He remains in US custody on 
an American warship anchored off  
Olongapo.

The Marine and the vessel had 
taken part in joint military exercises 
involving thousands of Filipino and 
US forces that ended last week.

Police blocked about 70 protesters 
marching on the US embassy in Ma-
nila on October 16.

The protesters carried placards de-
manding that the mission “Surrender 
Pemberton” and for Manila to cut US 
military ties.

Foreign department spokesperson 
Charles Jose rejected the criticisms.

“We will formally request custody 
once an arrest warrant is issued by the 
court,” Mr Jose told reporters on Oc-
tober 16.

However, prosecutors have yet to 
decide whether to bring charges in 
court after the initial evidence hear-
ings that could take weeks.

Mr Jose said the government is 
sticking to provisions of a 1998 trea-
ty governing the legal liability of US 
troops in the Philippines, a mutual de-
fence partner of Washington.

Under the accord, the US gov-
ernment retains custody of Ameri-
can troops accused of a crime in the  
Philippines although the Philippines 

can ask Washington to waive custody.
Asked if the United States would 

turn over the suspect, the US embassy 

issued a statement saying: “Any of-
fences covered by US service members 
would be handled in accordance with 

the applicable provisions” of the 1998 
visiting forces treaty. 

– AFP

Transgender killing sparks street protests

A Filipino student holds a candle as she participates in a candlelight vigil for a murdered local transgender person in front 
of a university campus in Manila on October 14. Photo: AFP

‘This is not an 
ordinary murder 
case. This is a hate 
crime.’

Harry Roque 
lawyer for the victim’s family



 World 43www.mmtimes.com

PHNoM PENH

Khmer Rouge 
trial restarts
THE genocide trial of two former Khmer 
Rouge leaders resumed last week at a 
UN-backed court in Cambodia, where 
they face charges over the mass murder 
of Vietnamese people and ethnic Mus-
lims, forced marriage and rape.

Nuon Chea, 88, known as “Brother 
Number Two”, and ex-head of state 
Khieu Samphan, 83, have already been 
given life sentences after a separate trial 
at the same court in August for crimes 
against humanity. 

That ruling saw them become the 
first top figures to be jailed from a re-
gime responsible for the deaths of up to 
two million Cambodians from 1975 to 
1979.

The second trial, which opened 
in July, got under way on October 17 
with judge Nil Nonn reading out the 
charges against both suspects of geno-
cide, crimes against humanity and war 
crimes.

Nuon Chea, wearing his trademark 
sunglasses, and Khieu Samphan sat 
in court alongside their defence teams 
as around 300 survivors of the regime 
protested outside, demanding monetary 
compensation for their suffering.

The complex case against the pair 
was split into a series of smaller trials 
in 2011 to get a faster verdict given the 
vast number of accusations and their 
advanced age.

Both men have appealed their Au-
gust convictions, which followed a 
two-year trial focused on the forced  

evacuation of around two million Cam-
bodians from Phnom Penh into rural 
labour camps and murders at one ex-
ecution site.

The second trial, broader in scope 
than the first, is viewed as an opportuni-
ty for many other victims of the regime 
to seek redress.

“The accused will now face trial for 
the biggest crimes for which they have 
been indicted,” said prosecutor Chea 
Leang in an opening statement. “This 
court cannot be closed until justice is 
done for the victims of these crimes.”

Khieu Samphan told the court he 
would make a brief statement, while 
Nuon Chea said he would not answer 
any questions.

The testimony by the prosecution’s 
first witness, originally scheduled for 
October 20, has been postponed until  
October 27.

The mass killings of an estimated 
100,000 to 500,000 ethnic Cham Mus-
lims and 20,000 Vietnamese form the 
basis of the genocide charges against 
the pair.

Before these charges were filed, the 
treatment of the minority Muslim group 
and Vietnamese community was rarely 
discussed.

“The ways in which the Khmer 
Rouge mistreated us is too heinous to 
describe in words. Their goal was to 
exterminate our race,” said Seth Maly, 
a 64-year-old Cham labour camp survi-
vor who lost 100 of her relatives, mostly 
through execution, during the regime 
– including her two daughters, parents 

and five siblings.
Nuon Chea and Khieu Samphan also 

face charges of crimes against human-
ity and war crimes in the second trial, 
for the deaths of up to 2 million people 
through starvation, overwork or execu-
tion during the communist regime.

Most of these deaths do not fall un-
der the charge of genocide, which is 
defined by the United Nations as “acts 
committed with intent to destroy, in 
whole or in part, a national, ethnic, ra-
cial or religious group”.

“Without a second trial, there would 
be an enormous gap in the legal record 
about crimes that defined the experi-
ence of, and still traumatise, regime 

survivors,” said Anne Heindel, a legal 
adviser to the Documentation Center of 
Cambodia which researches the coun-
try’s bloody history.

Led by “Brother Number One” Pol 
Pot, who died in 1998, the Khmer Rouge 
dismantled Cambodian society in a bid 
to create an agrarian utopia.

The hearings will also provide the 
first forum for justice for tens of thou-
sands of husbands and wives forced to 
marry, often in mass ceremonies, as part 
of a Khmer Rouge plan to boost the pop-
ulation. The rape charges refer to rape 
within the forced marriages.

A court spokesperson has estimated 
the trial may go on until 2016. – AFP

Cambodian Bou Meng (left), a prominent survivor of the notorious Tuol Sleng prison (S-21), protests to demand individual 
reparation during the genocide trial of two former Khmer Rouge leaders in Phnom Penh on October 17. Photo: AFP

‘The way in which 
the Khmer Rouge 
treated us is too 
heinous to describe 
in words.’

Seth Maly 
cham labour camp survivor
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 lAISHUI

BEIJING

GRINNING with pride, a Chinese 
farmer held out two precious walnuts. 
They are so precisely symmetrical that 
consumers in search of hand massag-
es value them more highly than gold.

“Prices have skyrocketed,” said Li 
Zhanhua, standing in the shade of the 
leafy green walnut trees which have 
made him a small fortune. “Years ago, 
we could never have imagined this.”

Rolling a pair of walnuts between 
palm and fingers, believed to improve 
circulation, has been a Chinese pas-
time for hundreds of years.

“Mainly the walnuts are good for 
the body. That’s why people play with 
them,” Mr Li said, plucking a deep 
brown pair out of a display case.

Walnuts were used as toys in 
China’s imperial courts as early as 
220 AD, but were championed by of-
ficials during the Qing Dynasty (1644-
1912) and have been a status symbol 
exchanged among the country’s elite 
ever since.

Demand has grown alongside Chi-
na’s economic boom, and vendors say 
they are especially popular among the 
newly wealthy and gangsters profiting 
from Beijing’s grey economy.

Years of rising prices have trans-
formed the lives of farmers in Laishui 
county, a few hours from the capital.

Just a decade ago, Mr Li and his 
neighbours ploughed a hard exist-
ence growing wheat and corn, but 
now take regular holidays from their  
mountainside village and own im-
ported cars as well as apartments in 

a nearby city.
Mr Li once sold a prized pair for 

160,000 yuan (just over US$26,000) 
but added, “Even a relatively ordinary 
pair of walnuts can be more expensive 
than gold, in terms of weight.”

“We are all grateful for the huge 
changes the walnuts have brought us. 
All of our development depends on 
them,” said Mr Li, who says he har-
vests up to 2 million yuan ($325,000) 
a year from his nuts.

“Before, just building a house or 
getting married would be a big ex-
pense for us. We didn’t imagine buy-
ing houses in the city.”

Images of the humble walnut are 
everywhere in Laishui, shining down 
from shop fronts, huge banners lining 
the streets, and naturally, printed on 
business cards.

Collectors are not interested in the 
edible kernel, but instead value its 
ridged brown shell, which grows con-
cealed beneath a green husk.

Farmers root through truckloads 
of produce to find pairs with the most 
symmetrical pits and ridges, which 
bring the highest prices.

Size, the bigger the better, and 
colour also play a role, with deeper 
browns more valuable.

“Each one is unique, and becomes 
red as you play with it,” said Li’s neigh-
bour Zhang Guifu, gripping a high-
pressure hose while spraying a box of 
freshly husked nuts. “It’s valuable as a 
collector’s item and for boosting brain 
fitness.”

Different varieties’ names are as 
colourful as the nuts themselves. 
There is the “government official’s 
hat”, with a pitted surface and form 
that recall the tasselled headwear of 
Qing dynasty courtiers, as well as the 
“chicken’s heart” and “lantern”, named 
for their shapes.

At an open-air market, dozens of 
salespeople sat behind walnuts placed 
in rows or perched on revolving plas-
tic podiums.

“At the high point of the season 
this whole area is packed with cars 
and people like a sea. You can’t even 
move,” said vendor Lin Changzhu, 
whose namecard shows two deep red 
nuts.

But local fortunes have encour-
aged another growth industry – wal-
nut theft. To prevent pilfering, farm-
ers like Mr Li and Mr Dong have 
fortified their fields with barbed-wire 
fences, grizzly guard dogs and secu-
rity cameras. 

With prices appreciating long-
term, investors facing low interest 
rates on bank deposits have turned to 
walnuts as a store of value, according 

to Chinese reports, and speculating 
on unpeeled walnut fruit has become 
a form of gambling, which is generally 
banned in mainland China.

In a practice called “betting on 
skin” buyers pay a fixed price for the 
nuts before their green outer covering 
has been removed, hoping that what 
is inside will be worth more than they 
shelled out.

Walnuts have been sold for gen-
erations in Beijing’s Shilihe market, 
where stalls also offer specialised wal-
nut oil and brushes.

Dozens of mostly middle-aged men 
crouched smoking and commenting 
on lines of fruit set out on black cloth.

After prodding and measuring a 
series of specimens, and a prolonged 
debate, Beijinger Miao Yaoge rolled out 
2000 yuan ($325) in crisp red notes, 
before watching as the vendor cut open 
his chosen pair with a kitchen knife.

“Look, the husk is thin,” the seller 
exclaimed, suggesting a larger nut and 
prompting a flicker of a smile from 
Mr Miao, 45, an imposing figure with 
a shaved head and a white tracksuit.

As they were given a final buffing, 
Mr Miao, who reckoned they were 
worth around 2,500 yuan, giving him 
a profit on the deal, said: “This is Chi-
nese culture. I’m happy with my wal-
nuts.”  – AFP

Walnut farmers crack open a fortune

CHINA and Russia are considering build-
ing a high-speed rail line thousands of 
kilometres from Moscow to Beijing that 
would cut the journey time from six days 
on the celebrated Trans-Siberian to two, 
Chinese media have reported.

The project would cost more than 
US$230 billion and be over 7000 kilo-
metres (4350 miles) long, the Beijing 
Times reported – more than three times 
the world’s current longest high-speed 
line, from the Chinese capital to the 
southern city of Guangzhou.

The railway would be a powerful 
physical symbol of the ties that bind 
Moscow and Beijing, whose political 
relationship has roots dating from the 
Soviet era and who often vote together 
on the UN Security Council.

They have strengthened their rela-
tionship as Western criticism of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin mounts.

The two signed a memorandum of 
understanding last week during Premier 
Li Keqiang’s visit to Moscow in which 
Beijing expressed interest in building a 
fast rail link between the Russian capi-
tal and Kazan in the oil-rich Tatarstan 
region, state broadcaster China Central 
Television reported on October 17.

The 803-kilometre line would be the 
first stage of the route to Beijing, CCTV 
said. “If the funds are raised smoothly ... 
the line can be completed in five years 
at the quickest,” said Wang Mengshu, a 
tunnel and railway expert at the Chinese 
Academy of Engineering. – AFP

Trans- Siberian
picks up speed

Li Zhanhua shows off walnuts at his home in Laishui town, in China’s Heibei province, on September 11. Photo: AFP

‘Each one is unique, 
and becomes red as 
you play with it.’

Zhang Guifu 
Walnut farmer

A growing demand for perfect nuts to use in hand massage treatments has brought unexpected riches to farmers in rural China





SYdNEY

ENVIRONMENT Minister Greg Hunt 
has pledged to end the extinction of 
Australia’s native mammal species by 
2020, with a focus on culprits including 
feral cats.

Mr Hunt said Australia had the 
worst rate of mammal loss in the world 
and the nation’s “greatest failure” in 
environmental policy was protecting 
threatened species.

“Our flora and fauna are part of 
what makes us Australian,” he said in a 
speech on October 15.

“I don’t want the extinction of spe-
cies, such as the numbat, the quokka, 
the bilby, on our collective consciences,” 
he said, referring to mammals that are 
little-known outside Australia.

Hunt said the government had been 
putting in place a “different approach” 
to halting the extinction of native wild-
life, including the appointment of a 
Threatened Species Commissioner to 
spearhead the efforts.

Australia has some 749 species of 
plants, mammals, birds, frogs, fish,  

reptiles and other animals listed as 
threatened under the Environment Pro-
tection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act. Over the past two decades, 53 land-
based species moved to a higher threat 
category, but only 15 moved lower.

A study released earlier this year 
showed Australia’s mammal extinction 
rate was the highest in the world, with 
more than 10 percent of species wiped 
out since Europeans settled the country 
two centuries ago.

Feral cats were identified as the main 
culprit, although feral foxes were also re-
sponsible. Other factors contributing to 
the extinctions include climate change, 
fire and habitat destruction.

Australian states and territories have 
separate threatened species lists and are 
“struggling with similar problems”, Mr 
Hunt said.

“I have set a goal of ending the loss of 
mammal species by 2020. What’s more, 
I want to see improvements in at least 
20 of those species between now and 
then,” he said.

The measures would focus on major 
threats such as those posed by feral cats, 
which number between 10 to 20 million 
across Australia and kill countless na-
tive animals every night. One measure 
under consideration is the development 
of a new, humane bait.  – AFP

Numbats, quokkas and 
bilbies to take on cats

A bilby is held by a keeper at Sydney 
Wildlife World on September 11 2009. 
Photo: AFP

Australia to support rare animals in their fight for survival against feral feline foes

AUSTRALIAN novelist Richard Flana-
gan won the Man Booker Prize last week 
for his book “The Narrow Road to the 
Deep North”, inspired by his father’s ex-
perience as a prisoner of war.

The book tells the story of  
Dorrigo Evans, a surgeon imprisoned in 

a Japanese work camp on the Thailand-
Burma railway.

“The two great themes from the ori-
gin of literature are love and war: This 
is a magnificent novel of love and war,” 
said AC Grayling, who presented the 
award at London’s Guildhall.

Mr Flanagan said the idea of the so-
called “Death Railway” had influenced 
the way he thought about life. 

The prize, which includes an award 
of £50,000 (US$80,000), guarantees a 
huge upsurge in book sales and a world-
wide readership. – AFP

loNdoN

Burma story wins Man Booker Prize
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Iluka Resources Limited, a company incorporated in Australia 
and having its registered office at Level 23, 140 St Georges 
Terrace, Perth, Western Australia 6000, Australia, is the owner 
and proprietor of the following Trademark:

Reg. No. 4/14048/2014 (30.9.2014)
In respect of “Tin; ores of metal; titanium; zirconium” in Class 6.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation 
of the Mark shall be dealt with according to law.

U Than Maung, Advocate
For Iluka Resources Limited, C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

#1505-1508-1509, 15th Floor, Sakura Tower, Yangon
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 20 October 2014                               utm@kcyangon.com

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

Janssen R&D Ireland, a company incorporated  in  Ireland, of 
Eastgate Village, Eastgate, Little Island, County Cork, Ireland, is 
the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

RALYANT
Reg. No. 6034/2007

in respect of “Int’l Class 5: Pharmaceutical preparations and 
substances”. 

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark 
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
For Janssen  R&D  Ireland
 P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 20 October 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Great Eastern Holdings Limited, a company organized under the laws of Singapore 
carrying on business as manufacturer and merchant and having its principal office at 
1 Pickering Street, #16-01 Great Eastern Centre, Singapore 048659 is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following Trademarks : -

GREAT EASTERN
Myanmar Registration Number 4/12668/2013

Myanmar Registration Number 
4/12667/2013

Myanmar Registration Number 
4/12664/2013

LIFE COMPANY
Myanmar Registration Number 4/12666/2013

LIVE GREAT
Myanmar Registration Number 4/12665/2013

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/4925/2014

Used in respect of :-

“Discount card services, issuing tokens of value in relation to customer loyalty schemes; 
personal financial planning; financial advisory services relating to retirement plans; 
consultancy services relating to forward planning for growth and acquisition; financial 
services relating to personal equity plans; estate duty planning; pension planning; 
personal equity plan investment; personal equity plan management; planning of finances 
relating to taxation; planning services relating to life assurance, planning services 
relating to pensions; planning services relating to probate; share planning services; 
tax planning [not accounting]; administration of insurance plans; insurance services 
relating to contingency planning; accident insurance underwriting; actuarial services; 
banking; brokerage; business liquidation services (financial); capital investment 
services; capital management services; clearing, financial; credit card services; financial 
affairs; financial analysis; financial consultancy; financial evaluation [insurance, 
banking, real estate]; financial information; financial management; financial planning, 
investment analysis, portfolio allocation services, provision of information relating 
to financial planning, investment analysis, portfolio allocation and recommendations 
for selecting financial instruments via a global computer network; financial services, 
financial advisory services; financing services; fire insurance underwriting; fiscal 
assessments; fund investments; health insurance underwriting; insurance; insurance 
brokerage; insurance consultancy; insurance information; insurance services; insurance 
underwriting; issuance of credit cards; lease purchase financing; leasing of real estate; 
life insurance underwriting; monetary affairs; mutual funds; real estate affairs; real 
estate appraisal; real estate broker; real estate management; rent collection; rental 
of offices [real estate]; renting of apartments; renting of flats; retirement payment 
services; consultancy, advisory services and provision of information relating to all 
the foregoing.” (International Class 36)

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent intentions of the above 
marks will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Allen & Gledhill LLP, 
         Attorneys at Law, Singapore)
Dated. 20th October, 2014
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A GOVERNMENT engineer and two 
others who used Facebook to recruit 
fighters for Islamic State were among 
14 people arrested in Malaysia last 
week over activities connected with 
the extremist group in Syria.

“Three of them are key players of a 
cell whose role was to recruit, finance 
and arrange trips for Malaysians to 
join terror groups in Syria,” national 
police chief Khalid Abu Bakar said in 
a statement on October 15.

Those arrested ranged in age from 14 
to 48 years old and include two women, 
the statement said. According to local 
media the arrests were made on Octo-
ber 11 in a Kuala Lumpur suburb.

Authorities in the Muslim-majority 
country, as well as some of its South-
east Asian neighbours, have expressed 
mounting alarm over the extremist 
group’s efforts to lure recruits from 
Malaysia, which has historically prac-
tised moderate Islam.

Police have arrested a total of three 
dozen people this year for suspected 
IS-related activities, and say that at 
least 40 Malaysians have left for Syria.

Mr Khalid’s statement said last 
week’s arrests include a 37-year-old 
recruiter who is a senior government 
engineer with the Ministry of Energy, 
Green Technology and Water.

He is believed to have funded re-
cruits’ travel to Syria, Mr Khalid said.

Another suspect is a 34-year-old 
man who fought for the IS group in 
Syria for four months beginning in 
December 2013. After he returned to 
Malaysia, his role was to guide and 
motivate new recruits.

A 37-year-old man also arrested 
had used Facebook to disseminate IS 
propaganda materials to lure new re-
cruits, according to Mr Khalid.

A family of five, including a 14-year-
old child, was among those arrested 
this week, and books on jihad were 

seized from their home, Mr Khalid 
said, adding that the family had plans 
to travel to Syria.

Malaysia’s authoritarian govern-
ment has long kept a lid on Islamic ex-
tremists, but conservative views have 
gained increasing traction in recent 
years as the regime’s controls have 
loosened.

A range of Muslim groups that es-
pouse divisive religious rhetoric have 
been allowed to flourish under current 
leader Najib Razak, prime minister 
since 2009, worrying the multi-racial 
nation’s sizeable religious minorities.

Local media reported earlier this 
year that 26-year-old Malaysian fac-
tory worker Ahmad Tarmimi Maliki 
killed 25 elite Iraqi soldiers in a sui-
cide car-bomb attack there in May.

Police also said in August that 19 
people arrested earlier this year had 
planned a series of bombings in the 
country. – AFP

KUAlA lUMPUR

KATHMANdU

‘Key players’ arrested over IS recruitment

NEPALESE rescuers were last week 
scouring Himalayan hiking routes for 
more than 100 trekkers missing since 
a snowstorm and avalanche that killed 
around 32 people, including foreign 
tourists and guides.

Local officials said on October 16 
that 24 bodies had been found on the 
popular Annapurna circuit, while five 
climbers who were staying at a moun-
tain base camp when it was hit by an 
avalanche could not be found and were 
presumed dead.

Three Nepalese yak herders were 
also killed when severe weather trig-
gered by the tail end of Cyclone Hud-
hud hit the Himalayan region in central  
Nepal.

Ganesh Rai, the police official in 
charge of the effort, said emergency 
workers had rescued 43 stranded trek-
kers, but more than 100 others re-
mained out of contact.

Rescuers were searching for two Slo-
vakian mountaineers and three Nepa-
lese guides who went missing after an 
avalanche struck teams stationed at the 
base camp of 8167-metre (26,795 foot) 
Mount Dhaulagiri.

“We are running helicopter missions 
to try and find them, but we can find 
no sign of them. We presume they are 
dead,” said Mr Rai.

“So far we have located 16 bodies 
in Mustang district in the Annapurna  

region, but we don’t have a clear picture 
yet of how many are foreigners since we 
still need to identify them,” added Mr 
Rai, who was heading the rescue effort.

The bodies of four Canadians, two Is-
raelis, one Pole, one Vietnamese, one In-
dian, one German and 11 Nepalese have 
been found. The nationality of three oth-
ers found was unknown, he said.

Among them were at least eight hik-
ers who lost their lives in an avalanche 
in neighbouring Manang district, ac-
cording to a local official.

“We have located the bodies of eight 
people including four Canadians, an 
Indian, and three Nepalis killed in an 
avalanche,” district official Devendra 
Lamichanne said.

Some 168 foreign tourists were regis-
tered to hike in the districts and authori-
ties were trying to track the rest of them 

down, with efforts hampered by poor 
telecommunications.

“Many people are unaccounted for 
– we only register foreign nationals, but 
several Nepalese could also be caught up 
in the snowstorm,” Mr Rai said.

Victims with minor injuries were 
given first aid at local hospitals while at 
least 14 trekkers from Hong Kong and 
Israel were airlifted to Kathmandu suf-
fering from frostbite.

While hundreds of mountaineers 
train to scale Nepal’s peaks, the trek-
king industry attracts many more peo-
ple, with thousands arriving in the An-
napurna region every October, when 
weather conditions are usually favour-
able for hiking.

However, the region has seen unusu-
ally heavy snowfall this week sparked by 
Cyclone Hudhud, which slammed into 
India’s east coast on October 12.

The cyclone also brought down-
pours to parts of central and western 
Nepal, including the hilly Gorkha dis-
trict, where rescuers are searching for 
a 67-year-old Frenchman who fell into 
a river on the morning of October 14 
while trekking. The hiker was part of a 
team of 10 tourists heading up the sce-
nic Manaslu route, named after Mount 
Manaslu, the world’s eighth-highest 
peak. It has been developed as an al-
ternative to the crowded Annapurna 
circuit. – AFP

Search continues for 
avalanche survivors

An injured survivor of a snow storm is assisted by Nepal Army personnel in Manang District, along the Annapurna Circuit 
Trek on October 10. Photo: Nepal Army/AFP

‘We can find no 
sign of them. We 
presume they are 
dead.’

Ganesh Rai 
Police official

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that DAIICHI SANKYO COMPANY, 
LIMITED a company organized under the laws of Japan and 
having its principal office at 3-5-1, Nihonbashi Honcho, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo 103-8426, Japan is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the 
following trademarks: -

ZELON
(Reg: Nos. IV/3954/2003 & IV/7336/2008) 

In respect of:- “Pharmaceutical Preparations”

Tarivid
(Reg: Nos. IV/3715/1997 & IV/594/2008)

Transamin
(Reg: Nos. IV/3716/1997 & IV/595/2008 )

The above two trademarks are in respect of :-”Pharmaceutical, 
veterinary and sanitary preparations; dietetic substances adapted 
for medical use, food for babies, plasters, materials for dressings; 
material for stopping teeth, dental wax; disinfectants; preparations 
for destroying vermin; fungicides, herbicides” 

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for DAIICHI SANKYO COMPANY LIMITED
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 20th October, 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Asia Pacific Resources International Holdings Ltd. (previously 
Peak Pulp & Paper Limited), a company organized under the 
laws of  Bermuda carrying on business as manufacturer and 
merchant and having its business office at 80 Raffles Place, #50-01 
UOB Plaza 1, Singapore 048624 is the owner and sole proprietor 
of the following  Trademarks:-

Myanmar Registration 
Number. 4/8975/2013

Myanmar Registration 
Number. 4/8976/2013

Used in respect of:

“Paper, cardboard and stationery including printing paper, writing 
and drawing paper, typewriting paper, blue print paper, white paper 
board, postcard paper, tissue paper, copying tissue paper, paper for 
facsimile use, letter paper, tablet pads, loose leaf paper, notebook, 
sketchbook, exercise book, writing pad, carbonless copying paper; 
adhesive- backed note pad, paper file, stickers, envelopes, account 
book, ruled paper, pocket book, memo paper; wrapping and 
packaging paper and materials; tissues.” International Class  16.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.                      

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632
Email:law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For. Allen & Gledhill LLP, 
         Attorneys at Law, Singapore)
Dated. 20th October, 2014





TRADEMARK CAUTION
Bühler AG, a company incorporated in Switzerland, 
and having its registered office at Gupfenstrasse 5, 9240 
Uzwil, Switzerland, is the owner and proprietor of the 
following Trademarks:

Reg. No. 4/3645/2011 (5 May 2011)

Reg. No. 4/3646/2011 (5 May 2011)
In respect of “Chemicals used in industry, science and 
photography, as well as in agriculture, horticulture and 
forestry; unprocessed artificial resins, unprocessed 
plastics; manures; fire extinguishing compositions; 
tempering and soldering preparations; chemical 
substances for processing foodstuffs; chemical 
substances for preserving and stabilizing foodstuffs; 
tanning substances; adhesives used in industry; 
derivatives for the treatment of waste and scrap, sewage 
sludge” in Class 1;

“Paints, varnishes, lacquers; preservatives against rust 
and against deterioration of wood; colorants; mordants; 
raw natural resins; metals in foil and powder form for 
painters, decorators, printers and artists” in Class 2; 

“Common metals and their alloys; metal building 
materials; transportable buildings of metal; materials of 
metal for railway tracks; non-electric cables and wires 
of common metal; ironmongery, small items of metal 
hardware; pipes and tubes of metal; goods of common 
metal, not included in other classes” in Class 6; 

“Machines and machine tools, motors and engines 
(except for land vehicles); machine coupling and 
transmission components (except for land vehicles); 
agricultural implements (not hand operated); machinery, 
equipment and machine tools, and their components as 
far as included in this class; machines and installations 
for machining, conditioning or refinement of raw, 
semi-finished and finished products made from metal or 
plastic; die casting and injection molding machines and 
installations; injection and casting machines; extrusion 
machines and installations; rolling machines, rollers, 
roller mills, as far as included in this class; presses; 
granulators; mixing machines; milling machines and 
installations; mills; agitator mills; sorting machines 
and installations; screening machines and installations; 
kneading machines and installations; peeling machines 
and installations; plansifter; cleaning machines and 
installations, de-dusting machines and installations 
for cleaning purposes, grain cleaning machines 
and installations; machines and installations for the 
manufacture, processing or treatment of paints, lacquers, 

dispersions, inks, detergents and cleaning agents, soaps, 
cosmetics, insulating materials, adhesives and filling 
materials; machines and installations for the manufacture, 
processing, treatment, preparation, weighing, packaging 
or bagging of raw, intermediate and end products from 
foodstuff and feeding stuff, in particular for the baking 
industry, pasta industry, confectionery, chocolate, nut and 
coffee industry, edible oil industry, food industry, grain 
industry, milling industry, malteries, grinding and crushing 
industry, breweries and mixed feed industry; machines and 
installations for wastes disposal and recycling industry; 
machines for waste treatment, waste reduction machines, 
waste disposal machines; filter machines and installations, 
in particular large filtration plants, as far as included in this 
class; filter [parts of machines or engines]; precipitators, 
separators, centrifuges; stationary and portable loading and 
unloading machines and installations, in particular for the 
loading and unloading of ships, land vehicles and stationary 
silos and storage spaces; mechanical and pneumatic jacks, 
lifting apparatus, cranes, loading apparatus and derricks; 
hoists, mechanical and pneumatic conveying system for 
bulk goods and piece goods, chain conveyors, conveyor 
belts; blowers for compression, suction and for the 
transport of grain; silo equipments; polishing and grinding 
machines; metal processing machines; machines for the 
thermal refinement of plastics; extruders; conches; mills, 
in particular for the milling of grain, oil or rice; brewery 
machines, beer pumps, malteries ” in Class 7; 

“Scientific, nautical, surveying, photographic, 
cinematographic, optical, weighing, measuring, signalling, 
checking (supervision), life-saving and teaching apparatus 
and instruments; apparatus and instruments for conducting, 
switching, transforming, accumulating, regulating 
or controlling electricity; apparatus for recording, 
transmission or reproduction of sound or images; magnetic 
data carriers; data processing equipment and computers; 
computer software; computer programs; electrical control 
cabinets and control panels; electrical and electronic 
installations, control and automation systems, in particular 
for machines, installations, machine tools or engines; 
apparatus and instruments for scientific research in 
laboratories; analytical apparatus, not for medical use; 
devices for measuring and controlling bulk solids and 
liquids, in particular volume regulators and volume meters, 
flow regulators and flow meters” in Class 9; 

“Apparatus for lighting, heating, steam generating, 
cooking, refrigerating, drying, ventilating, water supply or 
sanitary purposes; machines and installations for drying, 
roasting, desiccating, heating, cooling, spraying and 
wetting of raw materials and of semi-finished and finished 
products, in particular for industrial use; filters and filter 
systems and apparatus, as far as included in this class; 
ovens; disinfection apparatus” in Class 11; 

“Paper, cardboard and goods made from these materials, 
not included in other classes; printed matter; adhesives 
for stationery or household purposes; Instructional and 

teaching material (except apparatus)” in Class 16; 

“Plastics in extruded form for use in manufacture; 
packing, stopping and insulating materials; flexible 
pipes, not of metal; plastic parts and semi-finished 
products made of plastic, as far as included in this class” 
in Class 17; 

“Advertising; business management; business 
administration; business organisation and management 
consultancy” in Class 35; 

“Insurance; financial affairs; monetary affairs; real 
estate affairs; financial services; financing; financial 
consultancy; financial sponsorship” in Class 36; 

“Building construction, repair, installation services; 
services of a general contractor in the building industry; 
construction, building construction supervision; 
installation, assembly, testing, monitoring, maintenance 
and repair of machinery, industrial plants and control 
systems of factories” in Class 37; 

“Treatment of materials” in Class 40; 

“Education; providing of training; entertainment; 
sporting and culture activities; training and further 
education of persons not employed by the company, 
organising and conducting seminars, computer 
workshops” in Class 41; and

“Scientific and technological services and research and 
design relating thereto; industrial analysis and research 
services; design and development of computer hardware 
and software; services in the field of science and 
technology, research or development services relating 
thereto, in particular in the industrial sector; installation, 
integration and maintenance of computer programs; 
technology consulting, technical project planning; 
construction consultancy; providing technical expert 
opinions, services of an engineer; research in the field 
of engineering and technology; quality control; patent 
exploitation, intellectual property licensing; planning 
and development of machines, equipment and factories; 
updating and maintenance of computer-software” in 
Class 42.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use, or actual or colourable 
imitation of the Marks shall be dealt with according to law.

U Than Maung, Advocate
For Bühler AG

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,
Unit 1505-1508-1509, 15th Floor, Sakura Tower, 339 

Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
  The Republic of the Union of Myanmar                                                                            

utm@kcyangon.com
Dated: 20th October, 2014
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BANGKoK

HIS trademark televised diatribes have 
given way to misty-eyed songs, but in 
Thailand’s stifling post-coup climate, 
the firebrand leader of the “Red Shirts” 
welcomes any chance to reach his  
supporters. 

Jatuporn Prompan, chairman of 
the Red Shirt street movement which 
backed the toppled government of Yin-
gluck Shinawatra, is back on the small 
screen after the ruling junta lifted a ban 
on Thailand’s sharply polarised political 
channels.

For years his rabble-rousing rhetoric 
on television was staple viewing in the 
Red heartlands of northern Thailand 
where Ms Yingluck and her billionaire 
brother Thaksin Shinawatra are adored 
for their pro-poor policies.

Rebranded as ‘Peace TV’, Mr  
Jatuporn now espouses the virtues of 
love and Buddhism in melancholic vers-
es, a far cry from the tirades against the 
ammart, or Bangkok-based elite, and its 

supporters who loathe the Shinawatra 
clan.

“The road is not strewn with roses,” 
49-year-old Mr Jatuporn croons in a pre-
recorded song between program. “But 
we must continue to dream, no matter 
how difficult it is.”

Tucked inside a multi-storey shop-
ping centre in north Bangkok, the chan-
nel is one of the few public outlets avail-
able to opponents of the coup.

Anti-coup voices, including lawmak-
ers from the former ruling Puea Thai 
party, academics and students’ groups, 
have been silenced after the army sum-
moned dissenters, outlawed political 
gatherings and censored the media.

For those attuned to the political 
realities of a kingdom under military 
rule, Mr Jatuporn’s return to television 
is symbolic, suggesting anti-coup forces 
are dormant but not dead.

But even Mr Jatuporn concedes 
these days he can only meet fellow Red 
leaders at “funerals or weddings”.

Since grabbing power in May, coup 
leader Prayut Chan-O-Cha has vowed to 
heal Thailand’s caustic divide and has 
muted all political discussions.

Mr Prayut retired as army chief 
last month, but remains head of the 
junta and is also prime minister head-
ing a hand-picked military dominated  
government.

The Red Shirts, known officially as 
the United Front for Democracy Against 
Dictatorship (UDD), have seen their 
leaders either renounce the cause, flee 

into self-exile or, like Mr Jatuporn, agree 
to abandon politics.

Even Red Shirt funerals, including 
one taking place this week of core leader 
Apiwan Wiriyachai, are tightly moni-
tored in case they morph into a political 
meeting, banned under strict martial 
laws.

Red Shirt leaders fear a repeat of 
2010 when an army crackdown on ral-
lies in the heart of Bangkok left more 
than 90 people dead and hundreds 
wounded.

“We are moving cautiously,” said Mr 
Jatuporn, who is permitted to broadcast 
despite facing a terrorism charge linked 
to those protests.

Even ex-premier Ms Yingluck has 
mostly stayed out of the public eye, 
though she surfaced recently to sign a 
book of get-well wishes for the hospital-
ised king.

Yet discontent with the coup lingers.
While any hint of dissent is swiftly 

stamped down, including raids on 
university seminars on democracy, an 
overseas collection of Red Shirts, ex-
Puea Thai officials and academics have 
formed the “Free Thai” exile group.

Some analysts predict an eventual 
revival of the Red cause in a nation 
where parties led-by or aligned-to the 
Shinawatras have won every poll since 
2001.

A “greater opposition will emerge 
that combines Red Shirts, student 
groups, independent academic groups, 
and other pro-democracy” activists,  

according to analyst David Streckfuss.
The junta has other ideas.
To his enemies Mr Thaksin, who 

was toppled as premier in another 
coup in 2006, has warped Thai society 
with massive corruption and populist 
policies.

A junta-appointed reform council 
bulging with anti-Thaksin members 
is due to begin work this week on re-
moulding Thai politics.

The military’s reach into Thai poli-
tics is being driven by anxiety over what 
happens once the six-decade reign of 
the revered 86-year-old king Bhumibol 
Adulyadej ends, say observers. 

The king remains in a Bangkok  

hospital after being admitted on Octo-
ber 4 for a gall bladder operation. Dis-
cussion of succession matters is restrict-
ed under a royal defamation law. 

Mr Prayut is on an extensive public 
relations campaign to extol the junta’s 
work and prep the nation for major re-
forms ahead.

Every Friday he delivers a televised 
address to the nation that opens with a 
“returning happiness to Thailand” song, 
penned by the leader.

In contrast, even after his Peace TV 
broadcasts, Mr Jatuporn remains coy over 
the Red Shirts’ future. “We accepted these 
restrictions. It was the only way to com-
municate with our supporters.” – AFP

Red Shirt turns to love song to reach masses

The chair of the Red Shirts movement, Jatuporn Prompan, prepares for his live 
show on Peace TV at a Bangkok studio on October 10. Photo: AFP

The leader of Thailand’s pro-Thaksin protest movement has been allowed to return to the television screen after the junta lifted a ban on 
political broadcasters, but the firebrand leader has been forced to soften his style and his ‘Peace TV’ channel focuses on uplifting music instead

‘The road is not 
strewn with roses, 
but we must 
continue to dream.’

Jaturporn Prompan 
red Shirt leader
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Fit for an
empire

In downtown Yangon,
the derelict and supposedly 
haunted Secretariat Building 
embodies some of the 
most traumatic events in 
Myanmar’s history.What 
might be the future of this 
dilapidated structure?

An archival photo shows the Secretariat in its prime. Photo: Wikimedia Commons The shrine to Aung San marks where he was shot. Photo: Kaung Htet
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W ATER spills into the building as though it 
were an old, sinking boat. Moss, mildew and 
vegetation have covered the roofs. Stray dogs, 
rats and pigeons have long since settled in the 
vast red-brick complex. Fans and electric wires 

hang from the ceilings, as if the occupants left in a hurry.
Visitors to Yangon can’t miss the massive crumbling facade 

and imposing Gothic towers of the Secretariat – known as the 
Ministers’ Office after independence in 1948 – looming in the 
heart of the city.

Owned by the Union government, which moved to Nay Pyi 
Taw in 2005, the Secretariat is today empty and abandoned. A 
source of both mystery and pride for nearby residents, the palace 
is protected at 300 Theinbyu Road by a simple barbed-wire fence. 
Yet the site is strictly forbidden to the public, though that looks 
set to change in the months and years ahead. A well-connected 
friend offered me an unexpected last-minute opportunity to get 
inside the building while the monsoons were at their height in 
July.

The 400,000-square-foot (37,161-square-metre) building was 
built in different phases. The first began on the southern section 
in 1889, three years after Burma became part of the British 
Raj following the third and last Anglo-Burmese war in 1885. 
However, the U-shaped construction – on a 16-acre compound 
bounded by Anawrahta Road to the north, Theinbyu Road to the 
east, Mahabandoola Road to the south and Bo Aung Kyaw Street 
to the west – was not finished until 1905, four years after Edward 
VII became King of the United Kingdom, Emperor of India and 
King of the British Dominions.

The administrative centre of British Burma until 1948, the 
Secretariat was overbuilt so as to be forever durable. Today the 
grand colonial architecture appears heavy and brutal. But for 
Britain, then known as the empire on which the sun would 
never set, its Burma headquarters had to be a physical symbol of 
its power and influence over Burmese people and culture. The 
building’s size far exceeded the needs of the administration.

The massive scale was also a response to the sharp rivalry 
between European colonial powers in Southeast Asia in the 19th 
century (see MTE 732, June 9-15, 2014). The Secretariat had to 
proclaim Britain’s regional dominance as well as the solidity of 
its rule of Burma. To accomplish this, the Raj tried to combine 
architectural styles in a hybrid, more or less with success. 
Scottish-born James Ransome (1865-1944), consulting architect to 
the Government of India from 1902, was told “not to put up any 
Mongrel buildings” and instructed in the architectural style of 
“Calcutta Classic, Bombay Gothic, Madras Saracenic and Rangoon 
Renaissance”, some of these being themselves hybrids.

The importation of both European high Renaissance pastiches 
and Indian patterns – especially black wooden staircases and 

white walls – make the Secretariat a very interesting case of 
architectural syncretism, built with a mix of imported and local 
materials. Indeed, many foreigners from around the world 
flocked to Rangoon, a strategic harbour that joined the British 
Raj for more than 50 years (1886-1937), the third-busiest port in 
the British Empire and, at its peak, one of the most cosmopolitan 
trading cities in the world. These many foreigners brought 
architectural ideas, techniques and materials with them. The 
cast-iron pillars were imported from Glasgow, Scotland. And 
all the inner courtyards were covered by glass ceilings, a design 
feature that was employed to bring light inside houses and 
factories in 19th-century Victorian England before spreading 
through all Europe. Arches and columns, intricately wrought 
balconies and elaborate balustrades completed the very elegant 
whole, conceived in large, balanced proportions.

Walking through the former ministers’ offices – a maze of 
deserted hallways, cavernous chambers and offices separated 
from long corridors by saloon-style swinging doors – is a gripping 
experience. Hundreds of civil officers and bureaucrats were once 
busy ruling the country here. Two rooms in particular stand out, 
one from an aesthetic point of view, another in terms of historical 
significance.

The first is the main hall which is covered by a glass atrium. 
A spectacular green and white double-spiral iron staircase leads 
from the south-gate entrance to the third floor. Visitors coming 
in here were likely flabbergasted by the luminous space, as I was 
after my first steps inside. With four-faced caryatids all along the 
bannisters, the whole – light and heavy at the same time – creates 
a great impression. The atmosphere of romantically faded glory 
cannot be overstated.

The second is the first-floor meeting room where Bogyoke 
Aung San, the national hero and father of National League for 
Democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi, and six of his cabinet were 
assassinated on July 19, 1947. In 1952, the room was transformed 
into a prayer hall with a Buddhist shrine, which the Secretariat’s 
Buddhist Association takes care of still. Wood panelling hides 
bullet holes from the spray of the gunfire. History saturates these 
walls, where it’s easy to imagine the shadows of ghosts.

Now, buried among overgrowth in the main inner courtyard 
along the northern wing, a red-and-white circular concrete 
Martyrs’ Mausoleum commemorates the “seven heroes of the 
nation”. Their names are simply engraved on seven white marble 
plaques. A national flag flies overhead.

But the historical importance of the Secretariat to Myanmar’s 
history didn’t end with this bloody event. The Secretariat was 
also where the British announced Burma’s independence on 
January 4, 1948, and where the administration lowered the 
British flag for the last time. It was, at last, the seat of the nation’s 
first parliament from 1948-1962 before Ne Win’s military coup.

Miraculously, the Secretariat survived bombing by Japanese 
war planes during the Second World War and all the earthquakes 
and cyclones that have since touched Yangon. It suffered serious 
flood damage during Cyclone Nargis in 2008. Will it survive the 
modern era?

The Secretariat has regularly come under threat of 
demolishment. At the same time, the potential of the building, 
according to its size, history and location in Yangon, has aroused 
appetites of private-sector international developers and investors. 
In 2011, tentative plans to convert the Secretariat into a museum 
failed. In 2012, a consortium formed by seven Myanmar and 
three foreign companies proposed to turn it into a museum, a 
500-room hotel and a cultural centre. The public decried the idea 
of a hotel as inappropriate, however, so that this project failed as 
well.

In 2013, a private arts organisation, Anawmar Group, was 
awarded the right from the Myanmar Investment Commission to 
restore the building and preserve it as a historical museum and 
cultural centre, with plans to later create offices, seminar and 
exhibition halls. A Conservation Management Plan, written by 
the Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC), stated what 
could and couldn’t be done with the building before it was leased, 
though funding remains unclear. But an exhibition project, still 
confidential at this stage, could soon open within the Secretariat’s 
walls. This would be a great opportunity for Yangon citizens to 
see the place for themselves, which is impossible for the moment 
for safety reasons, as some of the wooden floors on the second 
level have wide-open holes.

It is easy to imagine the repurposing of the building into a 
centre of art, culture and commerce such as the Louvre Museum 
in Paris and other similar complexes around the world. Any 
project faces a long road as it will have to gain the assent of 
consultants like the Yangon Heritage Trust and, of course, the 
approval of YCDC.

Restoring the Secretariat will be a huge technical and financial 
challenge. International experts recently estimated that at least 
US$100 million would be needed to restore it properly. Far more 
than being the city’s most iconic heritage building only, the 
grande dame is today a first-ranking piece of Myanmar national 
history. Though its construction was imposed from Europe in the 
colonial times, its legacy is now integrated in Yangon citizens’ 
daily lives. It certainly deserves, for this reason, more care than 
any other historic building in the country.

Amaury Lorin is a French Yangon-based historian, journalist and 
consultant. He is the author of Nouvelle histoire des colonisations 
européennes: XIXe-XXe siècles (France University Press, 2013) and the 
founder of Myanmar Challenge.

The Secretariat’s neoclassical facade, now showing neglect, was intended to show Britain’s mighty rule; at right, a double-spiral iron staircase welcomes visitors in the main entrance hall. Photos: Amaury Lorin
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Debate after Xi 
demands ‘no more 
weird architecture’

Street 
         

Seen

Shan women get ready to perform a traditional dance to mark the 
opening of Novotel at Inle Lake on October 6. Photo: Thiri Lu

An Intha family lives on a tomato plantation on Inle Lake. Photo: Thiri Lu

CHINESE internet users were 
divided October 16 after 
leader Xi Jinping reportedly 
called for an end to “weird 
architecture” in a country 

that has seen a huge construction 
boom.

Much of China’s older building stock 
is made up of Soviet-style concrete 
blocks, but in recent years property 
development has played a huge 
economic role.

The phenomenon has drawn 
architects from around the world, 
from big names such as Zaha Hadid 
to younger unknowns who see 
opportunities to design towers long 
before their careers could reach such 
heights in the West.

But some unconventional and 
costly buildings, often owned by 
state-controlled institutions, have been 
controversial, sparking criticisms of 
wasted public funds.

The futuristic new Beijing 
headquarters of state broadcaster 
China Central Television, designed 
by renowned Dutch architect Rem 
Koolhaas, was popularly nicknamed 
“The Big Underpants”.

There have meanwhile been 
complaints that a pair of bridges over 
the Yangtze and Jialing rivers in the 
southwestern metropolis of Chongqing 
are remarkably reminiscent of female 
genitalia.

Xi, who took over as Communist 
leader nearly two years ago, told a 
group of artists on October 15 that 
China should build “no more weird 
architecture”, reported the website of 
the People’s Daily, the ruling party’s 
mouthpiece.

The newspaper’s own new home – 
an unmistakably phallic tower – was 
so widely mocked by internet users last 
year that China’s censors blocked the 
discussions.

Many web users welcomed Xi’s call.
“My understanding is that ‘no 

weird architecture’ targets the property 
owners rather than the architects. Some 
unscrupulous owners should indeed be 
reined in now,” said one user on China’s 
Twitter-like Sina Weibo.

“China is not foreigners’ test field,” 
added another.

Xi is not the first senior figure to 
express doubts over modern design. 
Britain’s Prince Charles once described 
a proposed extension to the National 
Gallery in London as a “monstrous 
carbuncle on the face of a much-loved 
and elegant friend”.

But some Weibo users questioned 
whether Xi’s comments were 
appropriate, voicing concerns over their 
potential impact on creative freedom.

“The ‘weird architecture’ is 
voluntarily chosen by the owners and 
the designers,” said one. “Do you want 
to replace millions of others’ aesthetic 
sense with your own?” – AFP

BEiJinG

Edgy or eyesore? A luxury hotel, office 
and shopping mall goes up in Suzhou, 
Jiangsu province. Photo: AFP/China Out
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H OUSE of Lords member 
David Puttnam visited 
Yangon on October 9 
and 10 in his capacity as 
trade envoy for the United 

Kingdom. He is most well known 
to the public as the independent 
producer of numerous award-winning 
films, including Midnight Express 
(1978), Chariots of Fire (1981) and The 
Killing Fields (1984). The Myanmar 
Times spoke with Puttnam following 
his visit to the Yangon Film School 
(YFS), where he talked with the 
students about the ways in which he 
came up with ideas for his various 
film projects. 

Many of the films you made were 
based on historical events. How 
did you choose the stories you 
produced?
It may sound corny, but the stories 
pick you. The idea that you sit 
holding the bridge of your nose and 
pondering what story to produce, it 
doesn’t quite work that way. What 
happens is you’re going through 
material and something just jumps 
off the page at you, and what I’m 
saying there is absolutely accurate. It 
isn’t just one idea, it’s that something 
comes off the page and you think, 
ah, that reminds me of that, which 
reminds me of that. It is the elision 

of three or four ideas, images or 
whatever they may be. It’s when you 
suddenly get them into shape, into 
focus, and then you know you’ve got 
something special. 

Do you think there are aspects of 
history and the human condition 
that are better explored through 
dramatic films than through 
documentaries?
A good example would be the 
wonderful Cambodian documentary 
film The Missing Picture (2013) about 
the whole Pol Pot experience. It’s a 
really fine film, but at the end of it 
… Normally when I ran The Killing 
Fields for audiences – and this was 
true all over the world – I would see 
a lot of the audience crying. That 
didn’t happen with The Missing 
Picture. The movie is shocking and 
appalling, but it doesn’t make you 
cry. I’ve seen many, many Holocaust 
documentaries. They appall me 
and shock me, and you have other 
emotions, but they don’t make me 
cry. You don’t get wrapped up in the 

individual pain of somebody. And 
that’s what movies are about: identity. 
You find somebody in that story, you 
closely identify with them, you go on 
their journey with them, and as the 
story resolves itself, you share that 
resolution. That’s almost impossible 
in a documentary. 

Some filmmakers here are 
working on a biopic about the life 
of independence hero Bogyoke 
Aung San. They asked several 
foreign producers for help but 
ultimately rejected them because 
the local crew wants the film to 
exactly depict historical fact, while 
the foreigners advised that making 
a good film would require making 
some creative changes to the “true” 
story. What do you think about the 
idea of changing some of the facts 
to improve the narrative?
As a filmmaker, you have to justify to 
yourself why you’re doing what you’re 
doing. In the case of Chariots of Fire, 
I needed a protagonist for [the main 
character] Eric Liddell. The more I 

researched this guy, all I got from 
people was that he was a completely 
wonderful man. Everyone just adored 
him. But I needed someone to argue 
with him about what he was doing. 
So I visited his sister Jenny and said, 
“I know you’ve always backed your 
brother to the hilt, but in this movie 
I need you to argue with him. I need 
someone with emotional investment 
in the film to argue.” She said, “Sure, 
I don’t mind.” I showed her the script 
and she said, “Yes, I’ll do that.” So 
we have three scenes in the film 
where she clearly disapproves of 
him running because he has more 
important things to do with the 
Christian mission. When the film 
premiered, a journalist asked Jenny 
whether she disapproved of what 
Eric did. She said, “Oh no, not at all. I 
loved Eric. I would never have argued 
with anything he wanted to do.” So 
our cover was blown the next day, 
but it didn’t matter because within 
the narrative of the movie, she played 
a very important role and it didn’t 
damage anything. Jenny would be the 
first person to say this. 

Here’s another example from the 
same movie, and this is where I think 
the guys who are defending “the 
truth” may be wrong. When I showed 
the film to Eric Liddell’s widow, she 
said she really liked it and said two 

really important things: First, she 
said Eric was a very poor speaker 
who never could capture an audience. 
She said, “Your man in the film says 
all the things Eric wanted to say, but 
now he’s saying them to millions of 
people.” The second thing she said 
was that we got one thing wrong in 
the movie: Eric ran like a god. “Your 
man in the film, he’s waving his arms 
about,” she said. The only thing we 
knew about Eric, because we had the 
documentary film footage, was the 
way he ran. And poor Ian Charleston 
[the actor who depicted Liddell in the 
film] had to work for ages to learn to 
run in that very awkward style. So the 
only thing we knew about Liddell for 
sure was the only thing she said we 
got wrong. That’s fact. Would the film 
have been a more accurate portrayal 
if we had shown an inarticulate man 
never able to say what he really felt? 
I don’t think so. I think the domestic 
filmmakers in Myanmar, with their 
obsession with exactly the truth, are 
being a little naïve. What’s important 
is “the truth” they are trying to get to 
with the movie – the big truth, not 
the little truth. And sometimes in 
order to enhance the big truth, you 
may have to cut corners and change 
things. 

with famed
British film producer
David
Puttnam

In the Spotlight...
Interview

douglas 
long
dlong125@gmail.com
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WEEKLy prEDiCTions
october 20 - 26, 2014

pisCEs | Feb 19 – March 20

the more you are willing to 
accept responsibility for your 
actions, the more credibility 
you have. Make your 
emotions subordinate to 

your commitments. Know that most 
assumptions are inaccurate. A happy 
engagement will result from your gift of 
love and fulfi ll your emotional dreams.

AQuArius | Jan 20 – Feb 18

Greater focus on your 
primary objective will 
produce increased 
effectiveness and allow you 
to maintain integrity in 

whatever you do. Know that trust is the 
foundation of all good relationships. 
being passionate will attract others. look 
upon your relationship with your life 
partner as sacred. You can rise above 
emotional problems.

AriEs | March 21 – April 19

challenge yourself with 
care. put your faith in 
yourself to change your life, 
and stop waiting for change 
to come from somewhere 

else. confrontation is a good thing when it 
is at the core of honesty and can help you 
ascertain the truth of a situation. You 
should be adaptable in social relations. 
reconciliation will follow a lover’s tiff.

CApriCorn | dec 22 – Jan 19

have a good word for every 
day. Your instinct and intuition 
are to beautify yourself and 
others. don’t always judge a 
person on what you see, hear 

or watch them do. Appearances can be so 
very deceptive and diffi cult to understand. 
energise yourself to be ready to seize an 
unexpected opportunity to try something 
different. humanity is more valuable than 
personal feeling.

sAGiTTArius | Nov 22 – dec 21

the courageous do not take 
on meaningless challenges, 
and cheerfulness is a small 
matter that makes a big 
difference. Know that 

willingness to learn and devotion are 
different in quality but both help you to 
lead effectively. every day should be a 
new fresh start toward making your right 
challenges. Allow nothing to burn your 
emotional serenity and perspective.

sCorpio | oct 23 – Nov 21

charity brings followers. 
Know that rudeness should 
be conquered by genteelness. 
success should be a 
continuous journey rather 

than an arrival at any specifi c destination. 
You can develop your own style and method 
of dealing with your problems. don’t waste 
time on negative responses, and tell 
yourself good things in no uncertain terms. 
Keep a motto.

LiBrA | sept 23 – oct 22

do what you can to 
encourage those 
around you to gain 
humility, forgiveness 
and direct problem-
solving. Make sure to 
know how your words 

of advice will sound to the minds of 
others. commit yourself to being as clear 
as possible and building social power as 
reasonably and as consistently as you 
can. Accept new ideas for happiness.

TAurus | April 20 – May 20

Good fortune will befall you. 
Your hard work will soon pay 
off but your fi nancial reward 
will be slow in coming. You 
have to step into a brighter 

future but may have to battle for what you 
want. the position and authority in your 
hand do not belong to you. the more you 
reciprocate, the more advantage you will 
create.

CAnCEr | June 21 – July 22

secrets are imprisoning, but 
a big person has no secrets 
or hidden challenges. 
become more aware of who 
you are, and don’t think that 

you already know how people really feel 
about you. You should open yourself up to 
the possibility of change and question 
your reality. emotional challenges 
shouldn’t be present in the construction 
of love.

GEmini | May 21 – June 20

the moment you lay blame, 
you depreciate your 
reputation. the moment you 
accept responsibility, you 
increase your reputation. 

the best time to ask for a raise is when 
you are given additional responsibilities. 
look beyond your personal and business 
resources to reveal a strategic alliance 
that can strengthen your negotiating 
position. love depends on your 
persistence.

LEo | July 23 – Aug 22

decisions fuel the drama of 
life. learn the rules of 
whatever game you’re 
playing. Know that your 
success becomes dependent 

on things and not on yourself. try to keep 
your perspective when you monitor your 
investing progress. investments are a 
means to an end of good, not on end in 
themselves. You can’t buy love but you can 
invest in it simply by taking responsibility.

AUNG MYIN KYAW
4th fl oor, 113, thamain bayan road, tarmwe township, Yangon.

tel: 09-731-35632, email: williameaste@gmail.com

VirGo | Aug 23 – sept 22

despondency and delays 
come before success. You will 
have to view life differently, 
and a critical defeat will evolve 
into a victory with the arrival of 

another opportunity. Your single-minded 
determination can help you overcome 
obstacles and even turn misfortune into 
good fortune. You will need to redouble your 
efforts. life will look brighter if you are 
optimistic.

LOS ANGELES
neil patrick Harris to host 2015 oscars
Award-winning us stage and screen actor Neil 
patrick harris will host the next oscars show, 
organisers announced october 15. 

the star, who has hosted both broadway’s tony 
and tV’s emmy awards shows in the past, will front 
the 87th Academy Awards on February 22, said the 
Academy of Motion picture Arts and sciences.

the high-profi le hosting job is a prime gig in 
hollywood, at the climax of its annual awards season. 
harris will follow ellen deGeneres last year and a 
who’s who of showbiz over the decades. 

“it is truly an honor and a thrill to be asked to 
host this year’s Academy Awards,” said the star of 
2005-14’s how i Met Your Mother, in an Academy 
statement.

“i grew up watching the oscars and was always 
in such awe of some of the greats who hosted the 
show,” added harris, whose latest fi lm, Gone Girl, 
came out this month in the united states.

The Global Gossip
LOS ANGELES
Three new JK rowling wizard movies 
due from 2016
harry potter author JK rowling is working 
on three new wizard-based movies to be 
released starting in 2016, studio giant Warner 
bros announced october 15.

the fi rst, Fantastic beasts and Where to 
Find them, will be directed by david Yates, 
who directed the last four harry potter 
movies, and reunite the same fi lmmaking 
team. 

it is described as “set in an extension 
of her familiar wizarding world, featuring 
magical creatures and characters inspired 
by harry potter’s hogwarts textbook and its 
fi ctitious author”.

A second movie is set for release in 2018 
and a third in 2020, the studio said. 

Warner bros did not announce who 
will direct or star in any of the three new 
scheduled fi lms.

WASHINGTON
Bono apologises for 
free u2 album on iTunes 
accounts
there were grumbles last month 
when the irish rock band’s new 
album song of innocence was 
automatically downloaded onto 
Apple’s more than half-billion 
itunes accounts around the 
world.

Among other things, some 
itunes users griped that the 
record took up valuable iphone 
storage space.

in a video interview hosted on 
Facebook october 14, bono and 
the other members of the band 
took written questions from fans. 
please, no more automatic freebies on itunes, one said. 

“it’s really rude,” that person, identifi ed as harriet Madeline Jobson, wrote.
“i’m sorry about that,” said bono, in trademark dark glasses.
“i had this beautiful idea. Might have gotten carried away with ourselves. 

Artists are prone to that thing. A drop of megalomania, a touch of generosity, a 
dash of self-promotion, and deep fear that these songs that we poured our life 
into over the last few years might not be heard.”

thanks to Apple, people can now remove the album from their itunes 
accounts with the click of an on-screen icon.

Contrary to Bono’s presumption, 
apparently not everyone wants to listen 
to U2. Photo: AFP/Andreas Solaro

How will this man fare 
as host of the Academy 
Awards? Photo: AFP/
Robyn Beck

Figure skater Michelle 
Kwan attends the 
Women’s Sports 
Foundation’s 35th Annual 
Salute to Women In 
Sports at Cipriani Wall 
Street in New York City 
on October 15. Photo: 
Michael Loccisano/AFP

CANCUN
Camel kills American in mexico
A camel bit, trampled and sat on the 
60-year-old American owner of an animal 
park in an eastern Mexico resort town, killing 
him, authorities said october 14.

richard Michael Mileski was attacked 
on october 13 as he passed in front of the 
camel, said tulum civil protection director 
Armando Angulo castilla.

A tulum Monkey sanctuary employee told 
prosecutors that he was in another part of 
the park when he heard screams for help, 
and then beat the camel with a stick to try to 
get him off Mileski.

“We had to tie a rope around the animal’s 
neck and pull him with a pick-up truck to 
remove him,” the employee said, according 
to an affi davit.

A message on the sanctuary’s Facebook 
page said Mileski “lost his life caring for one 
of the animals that he has dedicated the last 
15 years of his life to saving”.

Mileski founded the sanctuary on his ranch 
to save the spider monkey from extinction but 
also had dogs, ducks and horses.

A model displays a 
creation of Japanese 
designer Yuma Koshino 
during her 2015 spring/
summer collection in 
Tokyo on October 15. 
Photo: AFP/Yoshikazu Tsuno

T HE fi rst LGBT 
fi lm festival in 
Myanmar, called 
&Proud, will be held 
November 14 to 16 in 

Yangon to coincide with the 
international Transgender Day of 
Remembrance and World Human 
Rights Day.

“There are a lot of prejudices 
against LGBTs still. That’s one thing 
we hope to change with the fi lm 
festival. We are not just showing 
the fi lms for LGBT people. We 
welcome everyone to the festival to 
get a better understanding of what 
it means to be LGBT,” said Mr Jan 
Willem van Rooij, a member of the 
festival organising committee.

While more and more countries 
are changing laws to ensure equal 
rights and treatment for LGBTs, 
including the right to marry and 
adopt children, ASEAN countries so 
far are lagging behind.

“In many ASEAN countries, 
the fi ght for equal rights and an 
accepted place in society is still 
at a much earlier stage [than in 
the West], and LGBTs face much 
more diffi  culty in being openly gay 

in their family or workplace,” van 
Rooij said.

The majority of the 27 fi lms 
selected to screen come from 
ASEAN countries, with a few from 
China and India. The fi lms look at 
stories across the spectrum of LGBT 
people and issues. The organising 
committee also says it chose fi lms 
that portrayed life among these 
minorities from a positive, pride-
affi  rming angle and subjects that 
Myanmar people could relate to.

Several fi lmmakers and 

producers from the region will 
attend the festival to discuss their 
documentaries and narrative 
features.

Myanmar-made fi lms that will 
screen include Burmese Butterfl y 
and My Positive Life, both produced 
by the Yangon Film School, as well 
as Rainbow Dream by Tun Tun Aye 
and Kings’n’Queens by Khun Minn 
Ohn. 

The festival committee has also 
organised a fi lmmaking workshop 
called Rainbow Reels.

“In the run-up to the festival, 
ten young LGBTs from Myanmar 
will produce three short movies 
that will premiere during the 
opening night of the festival,” said 
Ko Hla Myat Htun, a member of the 
committee. He said the workshop 
participants were coming from all 
over Myanmar and invited through 
the Colors Rainbow LGBT Network.

Local LGBT organisations Colors 
Rainbow and YG made their call 
for fi lms and documentaries in July 
through ASEAN organisations and 
websites related to LGBT issues. 
They received about 50 fi lms by 
their September 4 deadline for 
entries.

“When we organised an LGBT 
photo contest and exhibition earlier 

City to host fi rst LGBT fi lm festival
nyEin Ei Ei HTWE
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

Still from Talking with My Best 
Friend. Photo: Supplied
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City to host first LGBT film festival
ART
Sept 26-Nov 1 “The Mirror: Reflecting 
Society”. Painting, sculpture, installation 
and photography by four Myanmar 
contemporary artists. TS1 Gallery, between 
Lanthit Jetty and Kaing Dan No 1 Jetty, 
Seikkan 10am-6:30pm
Oct 18-22 Win Myint Moe’s solo exhibition. 
Gallery 65, 65 Yaw Min Gyi Road, Dagon 
10am-6pm  
Oct 17-25 “Land of Jade”, photographs by 
Minzayar, Witness Yangon Documentary 
Arts Space, 4A 3rd floor, Pyan Hlwar 
Building, Parami Road, Mayangone 12-5pm

FILM
Oct 28-Nov 2 Memory! International Film 
Heritage Festival, screening nine classics 
from Japan, UK, France, Mongolia and 
USA. Free admission. Full program at www.
memoryfilmfestival.org/yangon.  Nay Pyi 
Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda.
Oct 23 Transsexual Teen Beauty Queen. 
Directed by Dan Murdoch, British Council 
Library, 78 Strand Road, Kyauktada 6pm

Start times at Mingalar (1, 2), Thwin, Shae 
Shaung (1,2) and Nay Pyi Taw cinemas are 
10am, noon, 2pm, 4pm, 6pm and 8pm.
Start times at Junction Square and Maw Tin 

are 10am, 1pm and 4pm daily and 7pm and 
9:30pm on Friday and Saturday.
Start times at Mingalar San Pya are 10am, 
12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm.
Nay Pyi Taw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Black and White: The Dawn of Justice. 
Directed by Tsai Yueh-hsun. An 
unrelenting police officer battles a villain 
mastermind.
The Box Trolls. Directed by Anthony Stacchi 
and Graham Annable. A fantasy-comedy in 
3D stop-motion animation. 
Sming: The Hunt Begins. Directed by 
Pan Visitsak. A Thai horror film about a 
supernatural legend.
Mingalar Cinema 2, at Dagon Center 2, 
Myaynigone 
The Box Trolls.     
Shae Shaung Cinema, Sule Pagoda Road, 
Kyauktada 
Dracula Untold. Directed by Gary Shore. 
The true story of Vlad the Impaler is 
combined with the myth of Dracula. 
The Maze Runner. Directed by Wes Ball. A 
group of boys trapped in a maze must find 
an escape.
Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut
Annabelle. Directed by Kevin Carraway. 
A demon-possessed toy doll terrorises a 
young family.
Reclaim. Directed by Alan White. 
Americans abroad stumble into a high-

stakes underground scheme and must save 
their daughter.
Mingalar San Pya Cineplex, Phone Gyi 
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
Black and White: The Dawn of Justice.
The Box Trolls.

MUSIC
Sept 5-Dec 31 Live music. Thiripyitsaya Sky 
Bistro, 20th Floor, Sakura Tower 7-10pm
Oct 21 Standup Yangon international 
comedy showcase. Free entry. 50th Street 
Bar, 9/13 50th street, Botahtaung 8pm
Oct 22 Live music. 50th Street Bar, 9/13 50th 
street, Botahtaung 8pm

MISC
Oct 21 Gallery conversation and drinks. 
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street, 
Kyauktada 7pm-late
Oct 23 Tipsy Travel Talk Thursdays. Discuss 
alternative travel in Myanmar over drinks. 
Off the Beaten Track Café, Kandawgyi Oo 
Yin Kabar, Kandawgyi Park, Mingalar Taung 
Nyunt
Oct 24 French Love Fridays, with a new 
DJ, food, drinks and goodies. Entry K5000 
per person. Garden of Institut Francais, 340 
Pyay Road, Sanchaung 7pm

Got an event?
List it in What’s On!
whatsonmt@gmail.com

OCTObeR 20 - 26

this year, we didn’t have the idea 
to hold a film festival, but many 
people were interested in our 
photo contest. So we decided to 
make the film festival in order to 
show LGBT life with emotion,” said 
Ko Hla Myat Htun, who is also 
coordinator of Colors Rainbow 
LGBT Network.

After the festival is over, they 
are planning to re-screen the films 

through LGBT organisations to 
enhance their impact on public 
awareness, he said. 

The &Proud film festival takes 
place November 14, 15 and 16 at 
Institut Français, 340 Pyay Road. 
Entrance is free. The full program 
will be released this week on www.
andproud.net as well as www.
facebook.com/andPROUD.

Still from A Beautiful Boxer, to screen at &Proud festival. Photo: Supplied
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A 
DISCUSSION with your 
doctor about heart 
health will typically 
focus on medical issues 
such as high blood-

pressure and cholesterol. Patients 
and doctors often choose to start 
medications in order to reduce the 
risk of heart attack. But although 
pharmacological therapies are a 
well-established way to improve 
coronary health, they are not the 
best approach to protecting your 
heart.

Repeated research studies have 
taught us that a healthy lifestyle is 
the optimal way to prevent a heart 
attack. Making good choices about 
the food you eat and how much 
you move your body can be literally 
lifesaving. Furthermore, using 
lifestyle as preventative therapy 
comes without negative side eff ects. 
Of course the same can’t be said for 
medications.

The fi ve healthy behaviours that 
appear to matter most are:

• eating a diet rich in fruits, 
vegetables, beans, nuts, low-fat 
dairy and whole grains

• exercising multiple times per week
• maintaining a good weight and 

waist circumference
• not smoking
• drinking alcohol in moderation

A new study released last month 
in the Journal of the American 
College of Cardiology further boosts 
support for lifestyle interventions.
The authors observed 20,000 
Swedish men from 1997 to 2009, 
asked them questions about their 
lifestyle, and then noted how 
many heart attacks occurred. 
While only a small percentage of 
the study participants said they 
faithfully adhered to all fi ve healthy 
behaviours, those who did were 
rewarded with a 79 percent lower 
risk of having a heart attack. This 
result echoes previous studies with 
similar fi ndings conducted in men 
and women in Asia and North 
America.

The public-health implications
of the possibility of preventing
the onset of heart attacks to this
extent are massive. The challenge is 
translating what we know to be
benefi cial into practical interventions
that result in individual behaviour 
change. Programs designed to 
increase the proportion of adults 

adhering to these risk-reduction 
behaviours would drastically reduce 
the global burden of heart disease.

From a statistical standpoint, a 
doctor can do a better job of helping 
patients by focusing on lifestyle 
rather than lab tests. However, 
making this shift in how people 
talk to their physicians is proving 
diffi  cult. For example, it’s far easier 
to discuss lowering a specifi c blood 
pressure or cholesterol number 
than it is to quantify how well 
someone has eaten over the last 
month.

Going forward administrators 
and care providers need to 
creatively think about how to 
reorganise the health system 
such that it sets dietary, exercise, 
smoking and obesity targets that 
are consistently measured and 
pursued. Patients should walk into 
their doctor’s offi  ce and ask not 
only, “How is my blood pressure 
today?” but also, “How well am I 
meeting goals for food habits and 
activity level?”

Christoph Gelsdorf is an American 
Board of Family Medicine physician who 
sees patients in Yangon and California 
(www.gelsdorfMD.com). He is a member 
of the Myanmar Medical  Association.
Reader thoughts and questions are 
welcomed.

Living well in Myanmar

Look to lifestyle
to protect your heart

CHRIsToPH 
gElsdoRF, 
Md
livingwellmyanmar@gmail.com

Photos: Dana Payne (bottom left)/Jon Sullivan (bottom right)/Wikimedia Commons
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You spoke during your visit to 
Yangon about the potential for 
fi lms to infl uence public policy. Can 
you give any examples of where this 
has occurred with your own fi lms?
Within two months of the opening 
of Midnight Express, the American 
and Turkish governments came to an 
agreement they had been negotiating 
for three years, whereby American 
prisoners on anything other than 
murder charges could serve their 
sentences in the United States. But 
the best example is from American 
movies. In the late 1940s and early 
1950s, American movies completely 
ignored the racial situation in 
America. It was a subject you didn’t 
want to go too near. And then starting 
later in the 1950s, you had a whole 
spate of movies starting with The 
Defi ant Ones (1958), which began to 
deal quite seriously with race. Those 
movies, I would argue, softened public 
opinion up for [the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964] that Lyndon Johnson was 
able to get through. If you read about 
Jack and Bobby Kennedy, you fi nd 
that their attitudes were defi nitely 
being infl uenced by the tone of the 
movies that were coming out. Race 
was not a subject that you could 
put a cap on anymore. The role that 
movies can play by dealing in attitudes 
and softening up public opinion can 
eventually infl uence things. Politicians 
always try to get in step with public 
opinion. Very few politicians ever get 
ahead of public opinion, but they try 
to remain in step with public opinion. 
And if they sense the mood of the 
country is drifting, the politicians 
will go along with it. So cinema can 
defi nitely soften up and adjust public 
opinion so the politicians follow. 

You also spoke in Yangon about the 
negative aspects of culture. Earlier 
this year a fi lm promoting tolerance 
between Buddhists and Muslims 
was kept out of the Human Rights 
Human Dignity Film Festival in 
Yangon because the fi lmmakers 
started receiving death threats 
from extremists who had not even 
seen the fi lm. How can you deal 
with a situation where some people 
try to suppress or censor fi lms 

that they believe pose some sort of 
threat to their world view? 
My understanding of that particular 
instance is that when the fi lm was 
eventually seen, the extremists who 
had threatened these things that the 
fi lm was about were proved not to 
have been accurate, that in fact the 
fi lm was very reasonable. So the short 
answer is to try to make sure that 
the criticisms you’re dealing with are 
based on the actual fi lm, as opposed 
to some lunatic’s extreme version 
of what they think you’ve made. My 
fi lm Stardust (1974) had some quite 
tough scenes in it that certainly were 
stronger than anything that had been 
seen before. It was about rock-and-
roll, and about a rock-and-roller who 
eventually dies of drug addiction. In 
those days there was a woman named 
Mary Whitehouse who ran a campaign 
to clean up screens. She heard about 
the fi lm and we suddenly got attacked 
by her and her organisation for 
making this “disgusting” movie. And it 
began to aff ect the certifi cate [rating] 
the fi lm was going to be given. I got 
hold of the censor and said, “You may 
be right being frightened about this 
movie. Why don’t we actually fi nd out 
what the public think?” I talked him 
into having a screening, and we had it 
run by a university so the assessment 
was completely neutral. We asked the 
audience several questions at the end, 
including how would they feel about 
their 16-year-old child seeing this fi lm. 
I’m not exaggerating – I think the 
fi gure was 97 percent of the audience 
said it was absolutely fi ne and they 
didn’t know what the fuss was about. 
I remember one of my critics who was 
using Whitehouse’s argument came 
out with a wonderful line because I 
thought it was very honest of him: 
He said, “I’ve got to admit, Mary 
Whitehouse is a queen without a 
country.” His point was this woman 
with a group of devoted admirers 
were a tiny coterie of people who were 
trying to stop the world and get off . 
When the fi lm was exposed to a real 
audience, her concerns were evident 
nonsense. So the key is to make sure 
the criticisms you’re dealing with are 
about the actual product, be it a fi lm 
or a book or whatever it might be, and 
not about someone’s fantasy about 
what it might be.  
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i AM planning to write more 
recipes this month for the 
whole family, including 
little ones. I hope last week’s 
crêpe recipe made some kids 

happy. These recipes are also 
good for toddlers who are trying 
to develop their taste buds. Just 
spoil them with mummy’s healthy 
food.

This week I made Japanese-
style fried chicken, a recipe my 
daughter Thirisu loves. It’s got no 
MSG and no chicken powder, just 
simple soy sauce and rice wine. 
And the crunch comes from panko 
bread crumbs, also known as 
tempura fl akes.

The original recipe called for 
sake (Japanese rice wine), but 
sake is quite expensive to use for 

cooking here. So I have substituted 
Chinese rice wine, which is 
available at some supermarkets. It 
works.  

To accompany, I made rice 
salad. You can buy the ready-
to-make packets, but they’re 
costly. You can achieve the fl avour 
mixture at home with fresh herbs. 
If you feel like it, you can shape 
and decorate the salad.   But I 
love simple presentation in a bowl 
for the whole family to dip into.  
Enjoy.

JApAnEsE FriED CHiCKEn 
serves 6
• 500g or 2 skinless chicken 

breasts 
• 3 tbsp Kikkoman soy sauce
• 1 ½ tsp brown sugar

• 1 clove of garlic
• 2 tbsp Chinese rice wine or sake
• 1 cup panko bread crumbs
• 1 tsp plain fl our
• 1 ½ to 2 cups of vegetable oil 

(to fry)

Trim the fat from the chicken as 
much as you can. Then cut it on 
the grain into diagonal slices 1cm 
(0.5 inches) thick.

Mix the soy sauce, sugar, rice 
wine and crushed garlic in a bowl. 
Marinate the chicken in there for 
at least 30-45 minutes.

Drain the chicken. Mix the 
bread crumbs and fl our on a 
plate and roll the chicken in the 
mixture. Let the bread crumbs 
stick on the chicken evenly.

Prepare for frying. Add 1 cup 

of oil into a non-stick frying pan 
and heat on high. When the oil 
is hot, turn the heat down to 
medium. Don’t let the oil get too 
hot. Add several pieces of chicken 
and shallow fry.  

Make sure you have drained off  
the soy-sauce mixture well before 
rolling the chicken in the bread 
crumbs. Excess sauce will cause 
spitting during the frying.

When the chicken becomes 
golden on one side, fl ip it. When 
both sides are golden and the 
chicken cooked through, transfer 
to a plate lined with kitchen paper 
to drain.

Continue in the same manner 
frying all the chicken. Add more 
oil to the pan if necessary.

Serve with sweet chilli sauce.

JApAnEsE riCE sALAD
serves 6
• 1 ½ cup rice
• 2 tsp black sesame seeds
• 1 tbsp fried garlic
• 2 tbsp chopped coriander 
• 1/8 tsp salt
• 2 tsp sesame oil 
• 2 tbsp bonito fl akes or dried 

shrimp powder

Wash the rice and cook with 2 ¾ 
cups of water in a rice cooker.

Chop the coriander and crush 
the garlic.

Roast the black sesame seeds 
in a frying pan for few minutes on 
medium heat.

When the rice is ready, add it to 
a big bowl to cool down. When the 
rice is cool enough to touch, add all 
the ingredients on top. Toss well to 
combine. Salt to taste. Serve warm.

Good with the fried chicken.

Kids will love
this crispy 
chicken

pHyo ArBiDAns
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

Restaurant Review

Food 9
Beverage 8
Atmosphere 7
X-factor 7
Service 8
Value for money 8

Restaurant Rating


for a quick and quality meal, thai cafe chain
offers well-priced and tasty options

AMONG the six branches of Pan Swel 
Taw Thai Express Café, we chose the 
location on the third fl oor of Junction 
Square Shopping Centre.

There are around 10 restaurants in 
the centre’s food court, but none was 
as busy as Pan Swel Taw. It’s a small 
shop and clearly not large enough for 
its clientele, even on a weekday. But 
it’s clean and tidy, with teak tables 
and enticing posters of curries and 
drinks on the walls.

The fi ve-page menu features 
pictures and brief descriptions of 
each of its off erings. There are pork, 
chicken and seafood curries, as well 
as sushi. My dining companion and 
I chose the fi sh-paste sauce and 
vegetables (ngapiyay, K1800), which 
is labelled a house specialty. This is 
actually a Myanmar-style 
dish made with ngapi 
(fi sh paste), green and red 
chillies, lemon and dried 
shrimp.

We also ordered pork 
dishes – hot-and-sour 
soup (K3800), red curry 
(K3300) and fried pork-
rind salad (K3800) – and the 
spicy minced squid (K4100), which 
turned out to be too much for us.

Service was prompt and courteous, 
the waiter wearing a white shirt 
and grey trousers. We waited only 

15 minutes for our food when I’d 
expected it might take 30 due to the 
crowd. 

We’d both heard from friends 
that the Thai coconut-based 
curries here are delicious, 
and they were. Each dish 
was mildly spicy but will 
probably not off end the 
taste buds even of those 
who are afraid of heat.

The soup, which 
contained mushrooms, 
meat on the bone and 
lemon leaf, 
was a 

favourite. We also enjoyed the pork-
rind and squid salads. The squid was 
tender and went well with rice and 
ngapiyay.  

Pan Swel Taw serves over 50 
dishes including Thai and 

Chinese food and kyay-
oh, all priced reasonably 
between K1500-K6500. 
There are also burgers and 
sandwiches for K2000 each, 

but seeing as we were in a 
Thai restaurant, we didn’t 

bother to try them.
The drink menu off ers soda, 

cocktails, coff ee, milk, mojitos and 
fruit frosts. Unfortunately, for 

some reason, you can’t get 
beer. 

Overall, Pan Swel Taw 
gets full marks as a good 
place to hang out with 
friends or family when 
you’re tired of shopping 
– if you’re okay with the 
noise and strong smells 
coming from the kitchen.

Ngapiyay. Photos: Yu Yu

food

Photo: Phyo

Pan swel taw
thai express Cafe
Third fl oor, Kyun daw street ,
near Hanthawaddy Circle , 
Kamaryut township
Ph 01-527242 Ext 3010

nAnDAr AunG
nandaraung.mcm@gmail.com
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Yachtoberfest! 
The witty lads who brought the city 
Mayham! (a pig roast party on a boat) 
and Shamrock the Boat! (a St Patrick’s 
Day party on a boat) were back  
October 11 with Yachtoberfest! (in 
case you didn’t get it, Oktoberfest 
on a boat). The cruise departed from 
Wardan Jetty and revellers enjoyed 
dancing, free-flow (but probably 
not German) beer and “heavy hors 
d’oeuvres”.

Jake, My, Josh and Maria rafael and Clemence

Mehdi and Alex

Karma, Christian and Alex

Caitlin, Claire and Clara

Margaret and Jessica

Saya, My, erin, Jessica and Krystal
robert, Claire 
and Catherine

Micheal, Mimi and Mario

Julien and beanie

Wuttyi and Phong Phong

Alex

Fiona and Jo

Lauren, erin, Jess and Jameson
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The real Oktoberfest
Sausages, sauerkraut, pretzels, lebkuchen, oompah, imported German beer 
and a dancing prince… The Embassy of Germany went all out to bring 
Yangonites a robust and authentic taste of a Bavarian tradition on October 
10 and 11 at Inlay Lake Hotel. Guests’ only complaint: If only the men in 
lederhosen could have poured the beer faster.

Myanmar Tourism reception
Members of the tourism marketing industry gathered at a 
reception hosted by Myanmar Tourism at Taw Win Garden Hotel 
on October 10.

Mi Mi Soe Honey, Mi Mi and thwe Phyo Aung

Phyo Pyae Sone Win, Honey, Hnin Si, Winnie, Zinmar

U Aung Naing Oo and U Myo Lwin

Hnin Si, Phyo Pyae Sone Win, Honey, Mi Mi, thwe Phyo Aung, Lay Mon

Ye Mon and Saikyaw Htetoo

the Gaudiblosn band Nemu, May Myat Mon Win and Steven Naing tun

Nela blahoutovaAye Mra tha (Mie Mie)

Phyu Phyu, August and raimund Garber

Sai Yu, Myint Nge, Ma Yu, Myo Myo, Kthi and thandar Soe
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Airline Codes
6T = Air Mandalay

7Y = Mann Yadanarpon Airlines

FMI = FMI Air Charter

K7 = Air KBZ

W9 = Air Bagan

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

YH = Yangon Airways

YJ = Asian Wings

Subject to change
without notice

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

Domestic  Airlines

Air Bagan (W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel:  372977~80, 533030~39 (airport), 373766 
(hotline). Fax: 372983

Air Mandalay (6T)
Tel: (office) 501520, 525488, (airport) 
533222~3, 09-73152853.  
Fax: (office) 525937, 533223 (airport)

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 515261~264, 512140, 512473, 512640 
Fax: 532333, 516654

FMI Air Charter
Tel: 240363, 240373, 09421146545

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Mann Yadanarpon Airlines (7Y)
Tel: 656969 
Fax: 656998, 651020

Yangon Airways (YH)
Tel: 383100, 383107, 700264  
Fax: 652 533

Yangon to naY PYi taw naY PYi taw to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:15 8:15 FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:35 9:35
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 10:45 11:45 FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:30 14:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 18:00 FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:20 19:20

Yangon to MandalaY MandalaY to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 909 1,2,3,4,6 6:00 7:40 YH 910 1,2,3,4,6 7:40 9:45
K7 282 Daily 6:00 8:10 Y5 233 Daily 8:05 9:15
YJ 891 2,4,5,6,7 6:00 8:05 YJ 891 2,4,5,6,7 8:20 10:15
YH 917 5,7 6:00 7:40 K7 282 Daily 8:25 11:30
YH 917 1,2,3,4,6 6:10 8:30 YH 918 1,2,3,4,6 8:30 10:45
Y5 775 Daily 6:15 7:25 6T 402 Daily 8:45 10:50
6T 401 Daily 6:20 8:30 YJ 891 1,3 8:50 10:45
YJ 891 1,3 6:30 8:35 YH 918 5,7 9:10 11:05
YH 831 4,6 7:00 8:40 7Y 661 1,3,4,6,7 9:50 13:55
YH 835 1 7:00 12:55 K7 267 Daily 10:20 12:25
7Y 651 2,5 8:00 12:48 7Y 132 Daily 10:30 12:25
K7 266 Daily 8:00 10:05 YJ 201 2 13:10 17:25
7Y 131 Daily 8:10 10:15 YH 832 6 13:50 15:15
YJ 211 5 11:00 12:25 YH 832 4 14:50 16:25
YJ 761 4 11:00 12:25 YJ 202 1 15:45 17:10
YJ 201 2 11:00 12:55 YH 836 1 15:45 17:10
YJ 201 1 11:15 12:40 YJ 212 5 16:00 17:25
YH 727 1 11:15 13:25 7Y 241 Daily 16:10 18:15
YH 729 2,4,6 11:15 14:15 YJ 762 4 16:40 18:05
YH 737 3 11:15 13:25 YH 728 1 16:45 18:10
YH 737 5,7 11:30 13:40 K7 225/7Y 242 Daily 16:50 19:00
YH 835 7 11:30 13:10 YH 912 2 17:00 18:55
YH 911 2 12:30 14:10 YH 830 5 17:00 18:25
YH 829 5 12:30 14:10 YH 738 5,7 17:05 19:00
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 16:55 K7 823 2,4,7 17:10 18:35
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 14:25 YH 732 Daily 17:10 19:15
7Y 652 2,5 13:00 17:45 K7 227 2,4,6 17:20 18:45
K7 226 2,4,6 13:30 14:55 YH 738 3 17:25 18:50
7Y 241 Daily 14:00 15:55 K7 623 1,3,5,7 17:40 19:05
7Y 662 1,3,4,6,7 14:10 18:25 YH 836 7 17:50 19:15

K7 224/7Y 241 Daily 14:30 16:35 YH 738 7 17:55 19:20
YH 731 Daily 15:00 17:10 YH 730 2,4,6 18:00 19:25
Y5 234 Daily 17:45 18:55 Y5 776 Daily 19:35 20:45

Yangon to nYaung u nYaung u to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 2,4,5,6,7 6:00 7:20 YJ 891 2,4,5,6,7 7:35 10:15
K7 282 Daily 6:00 7:20 YH 918 1,2,3,4,6 7:45 10:45
YH 917 5,7 6:00 8:25 6T 401 Daily 7:55 10:50
YH 909 1,2,3,4,6 6:00 8:25 YJ 891 1,3 8:05 10:45
YH 917 1,2,3,4,6 6:10 7:45 YH 910 5 8:05 10:10
YH 909 7 6:15 7:50 YH 910 1,2,3,4,6 8:25 9:45
6T 401 Daily 6:20 7:40 YH 918 5,7 8:25 11:05
YH 909 5 6:30 8:05 K7 242 Daily 8:35 11:45
YJ 891 1,3 6:30 7:50 YH 910 7 9:40 11:00
K7 242 Daily 7:00 8:20 7Y 132 Daily 9:45 12:25
7Y 131 Daily 8:10 9:30 K7 283 Daily 10:10 11:30
7Y 241 Daily 14:00 16:40 7Y 242 Daily 16:55 18:15

K7 224/7Y 241 Daily 14:30 17:25 K7 225/7Y 242 Daily 17:40 19:00
YH 731 Daily 15:00 17:55 YH 732 Daily 17:55 19:15

Yangon to MYitkYina MYitkYina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 835 1 7:00 9:40 7Y 661 1,3,4,6,7 8:25 13:55
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:35 YH 832 6 12:25 15:15
YJ 211 5 11:00 13:50 YH 832 4 13:25 16:25
YJ 201 2 11:00 14:20 YJ 212 5 14:05 17:25
YJ 201 1 11:15 14:05 YH 836 1 14:20 17:10
YH 835 7 11:30 14:35 YJ 202 1 14:20 17:10
YH 829 5 12:30 15:35 YJ 202 2 14:35 17:25
K7 622 1,3,5,7 13:00 15:55 YH 830 5 15:35 18:25
YH 826 3 14:00 16:40 K7 623 1,3,5,7 16:10 19:05

YH 836 7 16:25 19:15
YH 827 3 16:40 19:05

Yangon to HeHo HeHo to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 891 2,4,5,6,7 6:00 8:50 7Y 651 2,5 8:45 12:48
K7 282 Daily 6:00 9:00 YH 910 5 9:00 10:10
YH 917 5,7 6:00 9:55 YJ 891 2,4,5,6,7 9:05 10:15
YH 917 1,2,3,4,6 6:10 9:35 K7 283 Daily 9:15 11:30
6T 401 Daily 6:20 9:20 K7 243 Daily 9:30 11:45
YH 909 5 6:30 9:00 YH 918 1,2,3,4,6 9:35 10:45
YJ 891 1,3 6:30 9:20 6T 402 Daily 9:35 10:50
K7 242 Daily 7:00 9:15 YJ 891 1,3 9:35 10:45
K7 266 Daily 8:00 9:15 YH 918 5,7 9:55 11:05
7Y 131 Daily 8:10 11:00 7Y 132 1,3,4,6,7 10:35 13:55
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 11:55 K7 267 Daily 11:10 12:25
YJ 201 2 11:00 12:10 7Y 661 Daily 11:15 12:25
YJ 761 4 11:00 13:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 11:55 14:00
YJ 751 3 11:15 12:25 YJ 201 2 12:25 17:25
YH 727 1 11:15 12:40 7Y 241 Daily 15:25 18:15
YH 737 3 11:15 12:40 YJ 762 4 15:55 18:05
YH 737 5,7 11:30 12:55 YH 728 1 16:00 18:10
YH 911 2 12:30 17:45 K7 224/7Y 241 Daily 16:00 19:00
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 13:45 K7 829 1,3,5 16:10 17:25
K7 822 2,4,7 12:30 13:45 K7 823 2,4,7 16:20 18:35
7Y 652 2,5 13:00 17:03 YH 732 Daily 16:25 19:15
7Y 241 Daily 14:00 15:10 YH 738 3 16:40 18:50
7Y 662 1,3,4,6,7 14:10 17:40 YJ 752 3 17:30 18:40

K7 224/7Y 241 Daily 14:30 15:45 YH 912 2 17:45 18:55
YH 731 Daily 15:00 16:25 YH 738 5,7 17:50 19:00

Yangon to MYeik MYeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 633 3,7 7:00 9:15 YH 634 3,7 11:25 13:25

K7 319/7Y 531 1,3,5,7 7:00 9:05 K7 320/7Y 532 1,3,5,7 11:30 13:35
K7 319/7Y 531 2,4,6 11:45 13:50 K7 320/7Y 531 2,4,6 16:05 18:10

Yangon to sittwe sittwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
6T 605 Daily 11:15 13:10 6T 606 Daily 13:30 14:50
K7 422 Daily 13:00 14:55 K7 423 Daily 15:10 16:30

Yangon to tHandwe tHandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 242 Daily 7:00 10:35 K7 243 Daily 10:50 11:45
YH 505 1,2,3,4,5,6 10:30 13:10 6T 605 Daily 12:25 14:50
6T 605 Daily 11:15 12:10 YH 506 1,2,3,4,5,6 13:10 14:00
K7 422 Daily 13:00 13:35 K7 423 Daily 14:10 16:30

Yangon to dawei dawei to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 633 2,5 6:30 7:55 YH 634 2,5 10:45 11:55
YH 633 3,7 7:00 8:25 YH 634 3,7 12:15 13:25

K7 319/7Y 531 1,3,5,7 7:00 8:10 K7 320/7Y 532 1,3,5,7 12:25 13:35
K7 319/7Y 531 2,4,6 11:45 12:50 K7 320/7Y 531 2,4,6 17:05 18:10

Yangon to lasHio lasHio to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 751 3 11:15 13:30 7Y 651 2,5 11:10 12:48
YH 729 2,4,6 11:15 13:15 K7 829 1,3,5 15:05 17:25
K7 828 1,3,5 12:30 14:50 YJ 752 3 16:25 18:40
7Y 652 2,5 13:00 14:38 YH 730 2,4,6 17:00 19:25

Yangon to Putao Putao to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 831 6 7:00 11:30 YH 836 1 10:35 17:10
YH 835 1 7:00 10:35 YH 832 6 11:30 15:15
YH 835 7 11:30 15:30 YH 836 7 15:30 19:15

Yangon to cHiang Mai cHiang Mai to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr Flight Days Dep Arr

W9 9607/ YJ 7607 4,7 14:20 16:10 W9 9608/ YJ 7608 4,7 17:20 18:10
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W hen David Sun 
needs a cheap ticket, 
he Googles it. When 
James Pillow wants 
to fly somewhere, he 

doesn’t.
Googling, in both cases, refers 

to Google’s Flight Search tool 
(google.com/flights), which is the 
result of the internet behemoth’s 
controversial 2010 acquisition of 
ITA Software, an airfare pricing and 
shopping application. The deal had 
to be approved by the US Justice 
Department and was subject to a 
restrictive consent decree. now, four 
years later, experts and travellers are 
wondering whether they got a better 
search engine out of it.

Maybe they did.
Google Flight Search, loved by 

some and ignored by others, hasn’t 
turned into the competition-crushing 
website that its critics predicted it 
would be. Rather, it quietly evolved 
into a useful site for air travellers, one 
that you should consider including in 
your next fare search if you want to 
save time and money.

Sun, the president of SunBlock 
Systems, a digital forensics company 
in Reston, Virginia, turns to Google’s 
Flight Search tool for last-minute 
airline tickets. “It’s my default flight 
search tool,” he says. he favours the 
simplicity of its interface and the way 
it adjusts to his travel preferences, 
automatically excluding Baltimore 
from his searches, for example.

“I like the way it takes me to the 
airline’s website for final booking and 
payment,” he says. “not only do I not 
have to worry about an intermediary 
if there are flight problems, but I can 
avoid the booking fees that other 
travel sites require for their services.”

But Pillow, who works for a sports 
memorabilia site in Orlando, is 
unimpressed with Flight Search. “I 
find it very clunky,” he says. The fact 
that he can’t make a direct purchase 
but is referred to another site annoys 
him. “It will probably be the go-to 
tool in the future,” he says. But “it 
seems very much in beta at the 
moment, when compared to expedia 
and others”. (“Beta” is tech-talk for 
“still being tested”.)

“Like all our products, Flight 
Search is constantly evolving to 
adjust to new technologies and 
demands,” says Google spokeswoman 
Anaik Weid. Internally, the process 
of improving a product over time is 
referred to as “launch and iterate”.

You have to look closely to see 
the differences between Google 
Flight Search in 2011 and today. The 
interface hasn’t changed vastly. At 
the top of the screen, you can enter 
your destination. (Google tries to 
guess your home airport.) You can 
search by stops, price, airline and 
duration.

Since I first covered Flight Search 
in this column, in October 2011, 
it has made several noteworthy 
improvements. You can search for 
international flights and book directly 
through most major online travel 
agencies and airlines, including two 
that were conspicuously missing at 
launch – Virgin America and JetBlue 
Airways. There’s a new map that 
shows live fares, which tell you what 
it costs to fly from your home airport 
to another. If you’re trying to save a 
little money, click on the little bar to 
find out when the lowest airfares are 
available.

Perhaps Flight Search’s 
best qualities are its speed and 
comprehensiveness. It’s blazingly fast, 
and if you run a few searches, you’ll 
find that it offers a mind-numbing 
number of flight options and possible 
combinations, which were considered 
ITA’s strengths. (Unfortunately, it 
doesn’t display all options. There 
is some Southwest inventory, but 
you don’t see prices unless you click 
through to the airline’s site, making a 
fare comparison a little tricky.)

When Google bought ITA and 
used its technology to create Flight 
Search, competitors were worried 
that it would quickly put them out 
of business. But four years later, 
the companies that had misgivings 
are still here. Four online agencies 
– expedia, Orbitz, Priceline (which 
owns Kayak.com) and Travelocity – 
have a virtual lock on the American 
online travel industry, with a 95 
percent market share, according to 
analysis by PhoCusWright.

“I don’t think that Fare Search has 
had much impact on consumers,” says 
edward hasbrouck, a critic of the ITA 
purchase. But he thinks that we’re not 
out of the woods yet. After the Justice 
Department’s consent decree expires 
in October 2016, Google will be able 
to do what it pleases with ITA, and 
that makes people like hasbrouck 
nervous. “The real danger is of 
Google dominance of personalised 
pricing,” he says. “Imagine Google 
being able to incorporate everything 
it knows about you from your use 
of all Google services into decisions 
about what price to put on each 
airline ticket. Airlines or services with 
less info on which to base such price 
personalisation would have a hard 
time competing with Google.”

Google Flight Search may not 
be the flashiest place to shop for 
airline tickets – sites like Kayak 
and hipmunk, which function like 
Flight Search, are slicker and more 
feature-rich – but over time, it could 
become a formidable threat to the 
establishment. For now, though, 
there’s one thing that travellers and 
its critics can agree on: It’s an online 
tool you shouldn’t ignore.

Sid Savara, a technical manager, 
recently used Flight Search to 
find a fare from his home airport, 
honolulu, to Los Angeles. “The 
biggest benefit to me was the graph 
that showed me flexible options for 
tickets,” he says.

Flight Search allows him to 
pinpoint the least-expensive fare, 
letting him save money on his flight. 
“It ended up being a Wednesday-
to-Wednesday and was about 30pc 
cheaper than the next-cheapest 
option,” he says.

Other online agencies offer similar 
functions, but few are as fast or as 
intuitive as Google’s. 

And that’s pretty much the 
takeaway. Google Flight Search didn’t 
blow up the online travel industry, 
but it’s a useful fare-search tool 
that’s fast, easy and shouldn’t be 
overlooked.

Kind of anticlimactic, says Keith 
hylton, a law professor at Boston 
University who specialises in antitrust 
issues. In the short term, Flight 
Search has made fare searches more 
competitive and given travellers 
better ways to find an airfare. But in 
the long term, Google Flight Search 
“might depress innovation”,  he says. 

After all, why would anyone want 
to compete with Google?

– The Washington Post

Four years in, 
assessing Google 
Flight Search
Christopher elliott

Airline Codes
3K = Jet Star

8M = Myanmar Airways International

AK = Air Asia

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

CA = Air China

CI = China Airlines

CZ = China Southern

DD = Nok Airline

FD = Air Asia

KA = Dragonair

KE = Korea Airlines

MH = Malaysia Airlines

MI = Silk Air

MU = China Eastern Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

PG = Bangkok Airways

QR = Qatar Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

TG = Thai Airways

TR = Tiger Airline

VN = Vietnam Airline

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 09254049991~3

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel: 513322, 513422, 504888. Fax: 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel: 666112, 655882

Air India
Tel: 253597~98, 254758. Fax 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255265. Fax: 255119

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68. Fax: 371869

Condor (DE)
Tel: 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 255320, 255321. Fax: 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 09400446999, 09400447999 
Fax: 8604051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel: 387648, 241007 (ext: 120, 121, 122) 
Fax: 241124

Myanmar Airways International (8M)
Tel: 255260. Fax: 255305

Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021. Fax: 255051

Qatar Airways (QR)
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831. Fax: 379730

Singapore Airlines (SQ) / Silk Air (MI)
Tel: 255287~9. Fax: 255290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel: 255491~6. Fax: 255223

Tiger Airline (TR)
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 (ext: 303)

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Tel: 255066, 255088, 255068. Fax: 255086

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

InTErnATIOnAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON

Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 6:15 8:30 TG 303 Daily 7:55 8:50
8M 335 Daily 7:40 9:25 PG 701 Daily 8:50 9:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 8M 336 Daily 10:40 11:25
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25 TG 301 Daily 13:00 13:55
TG 302 Daily 14:55 16:50 PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15 PG 703 Daily 16:45 17:35
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15 TG 305 Daily 17:50 18:45
PG 704 Daily 18:20 20:15 8M 332 Daily 19:15 20:00
TG 306 Daily 19:45 21:45 PG 705 Daily 20:15 21:30

YANGON TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 Daily 8:00 9:50 DD 4230 Daily 6:20 7:05
FD 252 Daily 8:30 10:15 FD 251 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 254 Daily 17:30 19:10 FD 253 Daily 16:20 17:00

DD 4239 Daily 21:00 22:45 DD 4238 Daily 19:30 20:15

YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
Y5 233 Daily 10:10 14:40 SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
SQ 997 Daily 10:35 15:10 3K 581 Daily 8:50 10:30
3K 582 Daily 11:20 15:50 MI 533 4,6 11:35 12:55
8M 231 Daily 12:45 17:10 MI 518 Daily 14:20 15:45
MI 533 4,6 13:45 20:50 TR 2826 Daily 17:05 18:25
MI 517 Daily 16:40 21:15 Y5 234 Daily 15:35 17:05

TR 2827 Daily 19:05 23:40 8M 232 Daily 18:15 19:40

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,5 7:50 11:50 AK 504 Daily 6:55 8:00
AK 505 Daily 8:30 12:50 MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 9505 Daily 10:05 11:15
8M 9506 Daily 12:15 16:30 8M 502 1,5 12:50 13:50
8M 9508 Daily 15:45 20:05 8M 9507 Daily 13:30 14:40
MH 743 Daily 15:45 20:05 MH 742 Daily 13:30 14:40
AK 503 4,6 19:30 23:45 AK 502 Daily 17:50 19:00

YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 716 1,3,5,7 23:50 0550+1 CA 715 1,3,5,7 19:30 22:50

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15 CZ 3055 3,6 8:40 10:25
CZ 3056 3,6 11:25 16:15 CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:30
CZ 3056 1,5 17:30 22:15 8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

YANGON TO TAIPEI TAIPEI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 Daily 10:50 16:15 CI 7915 Daily 7:00 9:55

YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 Daily 12:15 15:55 MU 2011 3 8:25 11:40

MU 2012 3 12:20 18:25 CA 905 Daily 10:45 11:15
MU 2032 1,2,4,5,6,7 14:50 18:20 MU 2031 1,2,4,5,6,7 13:30 14:00

YANGON TO HANOI HANOI TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:30 VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:50 18:10

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:15 VN 943 2,4,7 11:50 13:25

YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 1,4,6 8:00 11:10 QR 918 3,5,7 20:20 6:25+1

YANGON TO PHNOM PENH PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 9006 1,3,6 16:00 17:30

YANGON TO SEOUL SEOUL TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:35 9:10 KE 471 Daily 18:45 22:35
KE 472 Daily 23:35 7:50 0Z 769 3,6 19:50 23:25

YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 Daily 01:10 05:45 KA 250 Daily 21:45 23:30

YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 21:45 06:50+1 NH 913 Daily 11:00 15:40

YANGON TO GAYA GAYA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 3,5,6 7:00 8:20 8M 602 3,5,6 9:20 12:30

YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 4 19:45 21:00 BG 060 4 16:30 18:45
BG 061 1 21:45 23:00 BG 060 1 18:30 20:45

YANGON TO INCHEON INCHEON TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 7702 Daily 23:35 8:05 8M 7701 Daily 18:45 22:35
8M7502 4,7 0:35 9:10 8M 7501 3,6 19:50 23:25

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 710 Daily 14:05 16:30 PG 709 Daily 12:00 13:20

MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
MI 533 4,6 15:55 20:50 MI 533 4,6 11:35 15:00
Y5 233 Daily 8:05 14:40 Y5 234 Daily 15:35 18:55

MANDALAY TO DON MUEANG DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 245 1,2,4,6 12:45 15:00 FD 244 1,2,4,6 10:50 12:15

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 14:40 17:30 MU 2029 Daily 13:55 13:50
MU 7524 1,3,5 18:20 21:00

MANDALAY TO GAYA GAYA TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 603 4 11:10 12:15 8M 604 4 13:15 16:20

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
Flights Days Dep Arr Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:30 22:30 PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:00 19:00
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ACROSS
1 Sugar bowl 

marchers
5 Data is displayed 

on it
10 Canyon edges
14 Plane reservation
15 ___ only (sans 

pictures)
16 Correct copy
17 One way to send 

stuff
20 Dazed and confused
21 Air raid alert
22 Driver’s license 

datum
23 Fluorescent-lamp 

filler
25 Stars and Stripes 

land
27 Certain grad
30 Seance visitor
33 Snake in the grass, 

metaphorically
34 Letters on some 

police jackets
37 Music selections
39 “Understood”
43 Nest with a view
44 Use some sense?
45 Tire-pressure 

letters
46 Emulate Spielberg
48 Marching together 

perfectly
51 Tokyo, once
52 Dote on too much
54 Paranormal 

ability
57 Cause of many 

yawns
59 Birth-related
63 Build things 

to last
66 Fishing need
67 Enjoyed 

enthusiastically
68 Annoying 

smell
69 Harvard rival
70 Reveals, as one’s 

soul
71 Enthusiastic 

volunteer’s cry

DOWN
1 On the ocean
2 Bank-teller’s 

call
3 “Lights out” music

 4 Place for waders
 5 Interstate sign
 6 Rene of Hollywood
 7 Introduce to the mix
 8 Waterfront walk
 9 Hide out indefinitely
10 Run the engine
11 April 13, e.g.
12 Boggy area
13 Mythological 

river
18 Make, as money
19 As originally placed
24 Long, deep cut
26 Jack-in-the-pulpit’s 

family
27 Coloratura’s 

piece

28 Removed, as a 
tattoo

29 Early development 
sites?

30 Eyelid irritation
31 Lacking skill
32 Poke fun at
35 Float through 

the air
36 Was a consumer?
38 Cut with small 

strokes
40 Green land
41 Pulled dandelions
42 Bit of this and a 

bit of that
47 Discussion, 

briefly

49 1492 ship of note
50 A way to ski
52 Not as iffy
53 Arouse, 

as interest
54 Cable sports 

award
55 Colonnade for Zeno
56 Gloomy atmosphere
58 “__ creature was 

stirring ...”
60 Rip or neap
61 Physics class 

topic
62 Apollo played it
64 Word between an old 

and new name
65 ___ and downs

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

WELL REPRESENTED By Henry Quarters

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON



Avenue 64 Hotel
No. 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392, 
01 656913-9

ASIA PLAZA HOTEL 
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

General Listing

Chatrium Hotel
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe. 
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

The Essentials

Emergency Numbers

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classifi ed.mcm@gmail.com

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffi c Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Offi ce 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp, 
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp, Yangon.Tel – 01-210588, 
09 73236679, 0973236680, 
Email- iomyangon@iom.int 
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel. 
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32, 
unicef.yangon@unicef. org, 
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane, 
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.
Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley), 
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6 
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand Road, 
Yangon. Tel : 251810, 
251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon.
Tel: 515275, 526144, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road, 
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978. 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
Canada
9th Floor, Centerpoint 
Towers, 65 Sule Pagoda 
Road, Yangon, Tel : 
01-384805 , Fax :01 
384806, Email : yngon@
international.gc.ca
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
221280, 221281.
Denmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86@gmail.
com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
212178, 212520, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke Aung 
San Museum Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 548951, 548952, email: 
info@rangun. diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  Tel: 391219,
388412, 
email:indiaembassy
@mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Rd, Yangon. Tel: 
254465, 254469, email: 
kukygn @indonesia.com.
mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 515115, fax: 515116, 
email: info@yangon.mfa.
gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Kuwait
62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543. Fax : 01-230-5836.
Laos A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. Tel: 
220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb @
mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 Fax – 
01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-2306046-9
Fax : 01-2305805
Netherlands No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 222881 (Chancery 
Exchange) 
Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151,Email: p.e. 
yangon@gmail.com
Saudi Arabia No.6/S, 
Inya Yeiktha St, 10th Qtr, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, 
Tel: (951) 652-344, 652-344, 
Fax: (951) 657-983
Russia 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb @ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 559001, email: 
singemb_ ygn@_sgmfa. 
gov.sg
South Korea  97 University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 527142-4, 
515190, fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222812, 
Switzerland 
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 ½ 
mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. 
Tel: 534754, 507089. 
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkey
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 Strand 
Rd, Yangon. 
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of America 
110, University Avenue, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536509, 535756, Fax: 
650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
511305

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313. 
www.cloverhotel.asia. 
info@cloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia
Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/ 
greenhillhotelyangon.com

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
        229358 ~ 61, 
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp. 
tel: 250388. fax: 252478. 
email: enquiry.prygn@
parkroyalhotels.com.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com

Hotel Yangon 
91/93, 8th Mile Junction, 
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. 
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

KH Hotel, Yangon
28-A, 7 Miles, Pyay Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Ph: 95-1-652532, 652533

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

No.6, Botahtaung Jetty,
Botahtaung Township, 
Yangon. Tel: (951)9010555, 
9010535 Fax : (951) 9010536
info@vintageluxuryhotel.com
www.vintageluxuryhotel.com

Marina Residence 
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

Tel: 09-7349-4483, 
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

happy homes
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

Golden Hill Towers 
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp. 
tel: 558556. ghtower@
mptmail.net.mm.

Hotel Grand United 
(Chinatown)
621, Maharbandoola Rd, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 372256-58
(21st Downtown)
66-70, 21st Street (Enter 
from Strand Rd), Latha 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (95-1) 
378201
(Ahlone Branch)
35, Min Ye Kyaw Swar 
Rd, Ahlone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 218061-64; 
Email: grandunited.
head@gmail.com, www.
hotelgrandunited.com

No.1, Wut Kyaung St,
Yay Kyaw, Pazundaung Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-8610640, 01-202187, 
www.mkhotelyangon.com

Savoy Hotel 
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp. 
tel: 526289, 526298, 

Sedona Hotel 
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel 
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Sule Shangri-La Hotel 
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn 
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com

Yuzana Hotel
130, Shwegondaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600

Yuzana Garden Hotel
44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp, 
tel : 01-248944

186, Lu Nge Thitsar 
Street, on Thitsar Road, 
Yankin Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph: +951-8550 
283, +951-8550 284, 
+959-2540 63632, E-mail: 
enquiry@hotelyankin.com, 
www.hotelyankin.com

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

Sakura Residence 
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.
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Crockery
No.196/198,
Ground Floor,
Shwe Bon Thar St(Middle), 
Pabedan Tsp, Yangon,
Tel: 253214, 0973098782, 
09420049459

DELIVERY SERVICE

CROCKERY

Express Courier & Cargo
One Stop Logistic Solution 
Ygn, Hot Line: 01-374457

FITNESS CENTRE
Balance Fitnesss
No 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Road, Mayangone 
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
balancefi tnessyangon.com

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfi tnessmyanmar
@gmail.com
www.realfi tnessmyanmar.com

FLORAL SERVICES

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

ENTERTAINMENT

Learn to dance with 
social dancing
94, Bogalay Zay St,
Botataung T/S, 
Yangon.
Tel : 01-392526, 
        01-1221738

DUTY FREE

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure 
Mandalay International 
Airport, Departure
Offi ce: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Best Jewels
No. 44, Inya Road, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2305811, 2305812.

Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2), 
Capital Hyper Mart, 
Yazathingaha Street, 
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

World’s leader in 
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011, 
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

Kham Le
22, Thukha Waddy St, 
Suneyan Park, Yankin, Ph: 
01-8605223, 8605224.

COFFEE MACHINE

illy, Francis Francis, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

COMPUTER

CONFERENCE

Your partner in Myanmar 
for Investment Advisory, JV, 
Management & engineering 
consulting and recuitment
https://mitaservices.com.sg 
isbc@mitaservices.com.sg 
09420110451, 09420110666

MiTA
Myanmar
@ISBCSince 2009

ARCHITECTS & 
MODULAR BUILDINGS

contactus@greenarc.net.au 
Tel : 09-730-22820

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi 
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min 
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel: 09-425-307-717

AUTO LEASING

Vehicle Operating Leases:
  Trucks
  Semi trailers
  Vans and Minibuses
  Tractors
  Pickups
aung@yomafl eet.com
www.yomafl eet.com

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road, 
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011
@gmail.com

YANGON 
La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : 7167
MANDALAY
La Source Beauty Spa
13/13, Mya Sandar St,
bet: 26_27, bet: 62_63,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

No.(68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon.
Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141, 
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084. 
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:
info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital 
myanmar.com, 
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

24 Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238
        +959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Dent Myanmar
Condo (C), Room (001), 
Tatkatho Yeikmon Housing, 
New University Avenue Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 09 8615162,
       09 8615163, 542 375,
       546 663, (Ext 1155)

GENERATORS

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA 
@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy  Clinic.
Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage - 
12,000 Ks
No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM
Tel : 09-8615036

HEALTH SERVICES

GLASS

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 542979, 
553783, 09-732-16940. 
Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacifi c.
myanmar@gmail.com.

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road, 
7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04. 
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

CONSTRUCTION

CONSULTING

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffi ce.com, 
www.venturaoffi ce.com

Business Consulting
info@fi rstrangoon.com 
www.fi rstrangoon.com

ADVERTISING & MEDIA

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center 
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

We started the advertising
industry in myanmar since 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933. 
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

AIR CONDITION

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAY PYI TAW)

Reservation Offi ce (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Royal Kumudra Hotel, 
(Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177,
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Royal Ayeyarwaddy 
Co.,Ltd.
No.(7) , 87th St, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-254249628, 09-
254296248, 09 254249629.
(Mdy Ph: 09 73103051, 
73103052) www.pqi-group.
com, www.royal-
ayeyarwaddy. com

Royal Ayeyarwaddy 
Co.,Ltd.
No.(7) , 87th  St, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 384850, 389366, 
394494 , 09-421132002, 
Fax : 384850 (Mdy Ph: 09-
73103051, 09-73103052) 
www.viewsonic.com, www.
royal-ayeyarwaddy.com

The Natural Gems of 
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar@
gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable Jeweller

Ruby & Rare Gems 
of Myanamar

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

CAR RENTAL

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,
Latha Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-246551, 375283,
09-2132778, 09-31119195.
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

Car Rental Service

BOOK STORES

• First class VIp 
Limousine car rental.

• professional english 
Speaking Drivers.

• Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

• call us Now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

myanmar eXecutive 
limousine service

myanmar eXecutive 
limousine service

HOT LINE:
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BOOK STORES

• 150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 536306, 537805.

Email: mbt.marketing.
mgr@gmail.com
• 15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
• # 87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th  

St, 77th St, Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 24880

ELT Showroom:
• # 43, 165 St, Tarmwe Tsp, 

Yangon.
Tel: (09) 5116687

English I Wi-Fi I Insured I 
Concierge I Refreshment 
Tel: 571586, 09-250188232,
www.centurionauto.com
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Executive Serviced Offi ces
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

SERVICE OFFICE

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart (Aung San) tel: 
253022, 294765.
City Mart (47th St Branch)
tel: 200026, 298746.
City Mart  (Junction 8) 
tel: 650778.
City Mart  (FMI City Branch) 
tel: 682323.
City Mart  (Yankin Center 
Branch)  tel: 400284.
City Mart (Myaynigone)
tel: 510697.
City Mart (Zawana Branch) 
tel:564532.
City Mart (Shwe Mya Yar)
tel: 294063.
City Mart (Chinatown Point)
tel: 215560~63.
City Mart (Junction Maw Tin)
tel: 218159.
City Mart (Marketplace) 
tel: 523840~43.
City Mart
(78th Brahch-Mandalay)
tel: 02-71467~9.
IKON Mart
No.332, Pyay Rd, San 
Chaung. Tel: 535-783, 527705, 
501429. Email: sales-ikon@
myanmar.com.mm
Junction Maw Tin
Anawrahta Rd, Lanmadaw, 
Ph: 01-225244.

SUPERMARKETS

STEEL STRUCTURE

Design, Fabrication, 
Supply & Erection of Steel 
Structures
Tel : (+95-1) 122 1673
Email : Sales@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com 

English Education Centre
Nursery - Primary
(15 months - 12 years)
55 (B), Po Sein Road, 
Bahan Township. 
Tel : (951) 546097, 546761.
Email: imm.myn@gmail.com

 I nternational 
M ontessori 
M yanmar

Executive Serviced 
Offi ce, Registered 
and Virtual Offi ce, Hot 
Desking, Meeting Rooms
Tel: +(95) 1 387947
www.offi cehubservices,com

Heaven Pizza
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township. 
Tel: 09-855-1383

Horizon Restaurant & Bar 
KH Hotel Roof top 
No. (28-A), 7 Miles, 
Pyay Road, Mayangone 
Township, Yangon. 
Ph: 95-1-652532, 652533

For House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

LANGUAGE

Master Burmese Faster!
Professional Burmese 
Language Course for All 
Levels
436, Top fl r, Thein Phyu Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyut Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel : 09-4316 8422
www.moemyanmar.com
Email: register.mmlc@
moemyanmar.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

Home Outdoor Offi ce
99 Condo, Ground Floor, 
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 09-2504-28700
info@decorum.mm.com

Matrix System
No.77, Lanthit Street, 
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01-221944, 225374. 
matrixoffice.mm@gmail.com

150 Brand NEW 
International Standard 

Rental Apartments
Hotline : 09 43 200 845
  09 250 516 616
email : rental.starcity@ 
  gmail.com
www.starcityyangon.com

HOUSING

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate 
Gated Golf Community 

HOUSE RENTAL
APARTMENT RENTALS 

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Available Immediately

RENTAL OFFICE
OPEN DAILY 9-5

PHGE Sales & Marketing, 
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 800, 684 013
phgemarketing@gmail.com
www.punhlainggolfestate.com

HOTEL SUPPLY

Premium Chef Uniform
Building B-1, Room 001, 
Myittar Street, TamweLay, 
TamweTsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01-556703, 09-
5408885, 09-5067816
 Email: 
theworkwearmyanmar@
gmail.com

INSURANCE

Fire, Motor and Life 
Insurance
44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel : 01- 8610656        
Mob : 09-5055216
Email: maythet@gw-
insurance.com
www.gw-insurance.com

HOME FURNISHING

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. 
tel: 660769, 664363.

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

G-01, City Mart 
(Myay Ni Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by 
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Delicious Hong Kong Style 
Food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928, 
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

UnionBarAndGrill
42 Strand Road, 
Botahtaung, Yangon.
Tel: 95 9420 180 214, 95 
9420 101 854
www.unionyangon.com,
info@unionyangon.com

SCHOOLS

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

The Rih Lake
No. 67B, Dhama Yone St., 
near (Blazon) U Wisara Rd., 
Myaynigone, Sanchaung 
Tsp. Tel: 01-502761

Mon - Sat (9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II,
Rm -4, Ground Flr, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303,
09-4200-91393.
info@centuremyanmar.
com.
www.centure.in.th

Tel : 01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrds.com

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Offi ce Culture Co., Ltd
Taw Win Center, 3rd Flr,
Rm 4031/4033, Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-2540 14097 
Email: bd1@bristol.com.mm
www.bristol.com.my

Room No. 1101, 16th Flr, 
Tower B, Maw Tin Tower, 
Corner of Anawrahta Rd 
& Lanthit St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : (95-1) 218489. 218490
        218491
Fax : (95-1) 218492
Email : marketing @
kaytumadi.com, contact@
kaytumadi.com, 
kaytumadi@gmail.com.
web : www.rockworth.com

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel 
Furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
Offi ce Tel: 01-380382, 
09-509-1673, Show Room: 
No. 123-124, Shwe Yin Aye 
(2) Street, Industrial Zone 
5 (Extension), Hlaing Thar 
Yar Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com, 
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk, 
Please call for any enquiry.

Horizon Int’l School
235, Shukhinthar Myo Pat 
Rd, Thaketa Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 450396~7, 25, Po Sein
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 543926, Fax: 543926,
email: contact@
horizonmyanmar.com

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
Ph: 01-9010378, 9010382, 
www.exploremyanmar.com 
www.exploreglobaltravel.
com

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

WATER TREATMENT

Get your Visa online for 
Business and Tourist 
No need to come to 
Embassy.
#165. 35th Street,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +951 381200, 204020
travel.evisa@gmail.com

VISA & IMMIGRATION

WEB SERVICE

WATER SOLUTION

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

aekar
company limited

Web Services
All the way from Australia –
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop, 
smartphone & tablets, 
online shopping with 
real-time transaction, 
news/magazine site, 
forum, email campaign 
and all essential online 
services. Domain 
registration & cloud 
hosting. Talk to us: (01) 
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554. 
www.medialane.com.au

WATER HEATERS

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road.
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

WATER PROOFING

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Water & Wastewater 
Treatment (Since 1997)
Amd Supply Package 
Fiberglass Wastewater 
System for Offi ces, 
Condominiums & Hotels 
Project. Can Design for 
YCDC Permit Application.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.
09-5161431, 09-43126571, 
01-218437~8

REAL ESTATE

PAINT

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar 
ICT Park, University Hlaing 
Campus, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
No.89-91, Rm No.2, Gr Fr,
32nd St (between Maha 
Bandoola Rd and Merchant 
Rd), Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel / Fax: 01-380382
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

 International
 Construction 
 Material Co., Ltd.
No. 60, G-Fl, Sint-Oh-Dan St,
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-245112, 
        09-730-22820
Email : intconstruction 
material@gmail.com

Residence rooms for 
rent. Fully furnished, 
(long term). Convenient, 
pleasant environment to 
stay.
No.12/B 43, Shwe Kainnayi 
Housing Complex, Nanataw 
Street, Kamayut Tsp, 
Yangon.
Tel: (959) 731 46086, (959) 
5040247,
E-mail: chitsu.win@gmail.
com

Real Estate Service
Selling, Buying, Renting,
Tel: 09 2500 08127, 09 2541 
46420, 09 2541 46421.

R e a l  E s t a t e  A g e n t
No Fees for  Cl ients, 
Contact Us : 09 2050107,
robin@prontorealtor.com

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795. 
Mobile. 09-512-3049. 
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Schenker (Thai) Ltd. 
Yangon 59 A, U Lun 
Maung Street. 7 Mile  
Pyay Road,  MYGN. tel: 
667686,  666646.fax: 
651250. email: sche 
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

a drink from paradise... 
available on Earth
@Yangon International 
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 09-421040512

Quality Chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOVALISTS

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

Coffee & Snack Bar
Shop: No.150, Dhamazedi 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar,
09-3621-4523, gustocafe.
yangon@gmail.com
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HOW TO GET A FREE AD
By Fax : 01-254158
By email : classified.mcm@gmail.com
By mail : 379/383, bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

buY SpAce ON tHeSe pAGeS
Call: Khin mon mon yi - 01-392676, 392928

Free
Housing for Rent

condo: Dagon Tsp, Near 
Parkroyal Hotel, 2050 
Sqft, 3 bed room with 
Toilet, bath tub, hot water 
available, 5AC, Lift, Fuly 
furnishied (2250 USD) per 
month, Please contact: 09-
2500-26350.

m a y n i g o n e , 
Sanchaung, Min St, First 
Flr, all furniture, one bed 
room, one kitchen, one 
bathroom, (The balony) 
1RC, 1(month) 600US, 
Shan Shan Ph: 09-731-
92603, Moe Hein Ph: 09-
4250-18442

Kamaryut, Bayint 
Naung Tower, 1500 sqft, 
1 MBR & 2 SBR. Fully 
furnished. 12 lakhs. 
Negotiable. Contact: 
phyuphyu.077@gmail.
com Ph: 09-503-2952, 
09-730-75900.

bahan, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Rd, 2RC, 
house, 3 Rooms with 
Toilet, 3Ac, 2 Cable 
Phones, wide car parking, 
(USD 2500) per month, 
Ph: 09-2500-26350.

dagon, Near Parkroyal 
Hotel, 1250 Sqft, One bed 
room with Toilet, one single 
bed room with balcony, 
3AC, 1 cable phone, Lift, 
internet, Fully Furnished, 
(1200 USD) per month, 
Ph: 09-2500-26350.

(1). Pansodan Tower,      
1800sqft, 2 Rooms, 2 
bathrooms, 2 lifts (2). 
Mingalardon industry 
zone , 2-Acre,  100'x100',  
2 story, 80'x80', Store 
Ph: 09-731-54071, 01-
530756. 

yanKin, Thit Sar St, 
Ground Flr, 25'x50', 
included Garden, Higher 
prepair finished, Ph: 09-
2510-27176.

(1).Pansodan Condo, 
1800sqft, 2 Rooms, 2 Hall, 
with 2lifts, 2 bath rooms (2). 
2RC, Near the Diamond, 
Kamaryut (3).Mingalardon 
industry zone, factory 
2RC, 100'x100', 80'x80'. 
Ph: 09-731-54071, 01-
530-756.

bahan, Inya Rd House, 
2 RC,  Area 3008 sqft, 
3MBR, 2SR, 1 living, 
1 dinning, 1 praying,1 
kitchen, 1 common toilet, 
1 car garage, 2 store room, 
1 ph line, AC 6, water 
heater 5, Internet line, All 
bedroom are bathroom 
attached. Price 3000 U$, 
quite and power save 
place. Near by Inya hotel. 
Ph:09-512-6285, 09-731-
74306.

office sPace to let  
3100 sqm available over 
5 floors in a 12-storey 
building with car park, 
restaurant, multi function 
hall and apartments. 
Please contact - 
Ph : 09-431-34381. 
Email : office-mm@
uniteammarine.com, 
web : www .facebook. 
com/officespaceyangon

bahan, University Rd, 
University Yeik Mon 
Condo, Condo(B), 3BR, 
1 living room,1 kitchen 
room, ph line. 20 lakhs.  
Ph:09-512-6285, 09-731-
74306.

hlaing, Shwehinthar 
condo, (1)Tower C1, 
2200sqft, 2MBR, 2SR, 
6AC, 2 lift, basement 
car park, generator, fully 
furnished, USD 5000/
month. (2)Tower B, 
2200sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
5AC, 2lift, basement 
car park, generator, fully 
furnished, USD 5000/
month (3)Tower C2, 
2220sqft, 2MBR, 2SR, 
6AC, 2lift, basement 
car park, generator, fully 
furnished, USD 6000/
month. Ph: 09-4210-
21621, 09-2540-01189.

office suites for 
Lease, Pearl Centre, 
Bahan Township, Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Road, 500-
10,000 sq-ft available at 
affordable rates. Contact: 
09 430 30 288 slee888@
gmail.com

hlaing thar yar, 
(Ware huse & Factory) 
(1)11000 sqft, 315 KVA 
(2)12000 sqft, 315 KVA 
on land 2 Acre. Ph: 09-
4237-55335.

on Pyay road, 7 mile, 
single house, land (60 x 
90), teak wood ceiling & 
flooring, 2MBR, 3AC, near 
Norwegian Embassy & 
UNOPS, quiet residential 
area, suitable for expats, 
USD 2,500. No agent. Ph: 
09-515-6769.

thangan gyun, Mya 
Yamon Water Front 
Villa, 3 Storey with fully 
furniture, swimming pool, 
steam room, water fall. For 
foreiner only. Ph: 320334, 
09-510-3207, 

bahan, Near Chatrium 
Hotel, Po Sein Road, Quiet 
Surrounding, Small two-
storeys house, 3 rooms, 
with toilet, AC, teak parquet 
flooring, with cable phone., 
with wide carparking, with 
mate room. USD 2500 per 
month, No brokers sees, 
Contact: 09-430-24808, 
09-2500-26350.

dagon, Near Parkroyal 
Hotel, Condo with lift, 1250 
sqft, 3 AC, fully furnished, 
with cable phone, 1MBR, 
1 SR with balcony, 250 
USD per month, Contact: 
09-430-24808.

(1)Pansodan Tower    
1800 sqft, 2 Rooms, 2-lifts, 
New building (2).Hledan, 
Near Diamond Condo, 
2RC (3).Mingalardon 
Industry zone  factory,  
100'x100', store 80'x80',  
New building (4).7 miles, 
Si Taw Gyi Condo,      
3400Sqft, Hall. Ph: 09-
731-54071, 514802.

(1).near ParK royal 
Hotel, 1500 Sqft, 2MBR, 
1SR, fully furnish, USD 
1500 (2).Near Yuzana 
Plazza, condo, 1700Sqft, 
1MBR, 2 SR, fully furnish, 
USD 2300. (3).Near 
Kandaw Gyi Park, condo, 
1500 Sqft, 1MBR, 1SR, 
1500 USD. (4).Near 
Kabaraye Pagoda, Ga 
Mon Pwint condo, 1800 
Sqft, 2MBR, 1SR, fully 
furnish USD 4000. Ph : 
09-4921- 4276, 09-4211- 
77105

Housing for Sale
insein, Sawbuagyigone, 
45,000 sqft. Two 
storey building with 
landline phone. contact: 
phyuphyu.077@gmail.
com Ph:09-503-2952, 09-
730-75900.

( 1 ) h l a i n g , 
Ywamakyaung lane, 
0.8 Acre, Land only, (2). 
Mingalardon industry 
zone, land only. Ph: 09-
731-54071, 01-530756.

ngaPali beach Front, 
Good location, Nice view 
in Linthar village, Hotel 
land 1.75 Acre. Contact 
to 09-204-2457.

sanchaung, 5th Floor, 
Tha Yett Taw St, 12.5' x 50', 
Hall type, Other Inclusive:   
Sunshade & Iron Bars 
on all windows & doors.
Negotiatable price: MMK 
550 Lakhs. Ph: 09-500- 
2313

dagon Tsp, Fatherland 
condo, No 51 Boyarnyunt 
St, 1200sqft, 1Toilet, Hall 
Type, 3000lks. Ph: 09-
4210-21621, 09-2540-
01189.

condo, 650 sqft. Star 
City Building 1. Including 
Well furnished.Offer price: 
1250 lkhs. Contact: 09-
2506-38104 (Aung San 
Htun) 

Education
comPanies who are 
looking for investor or 
offering OTC shares. 
Please drop me an email 
or contact me. Chris 
Wong, Ph: +65-8120-
2496. email:YgnSing@
hotmail.com

Education
teaching and guide, 
KG to Primary 6. For Int'l 
school (MIS . YIS. MISY. 
ILBC. CISM. ISM. PISM. 
TOTAL. Horizon.) Ph:09-
4200-87050.

lcci Level I,II & III, 
Teaching, Study guide 
& Old questions. Ph: 
09-4211-34427.

english  (home tuition) 
speaking, grammar, issue. 
letter, academic writing. 
SAT. TOEFL. IELT.GCE, 
IGCSE. GMAT 4 skills. 
local  &  international  
school English. English  
for  Japaneses children  
and  adult. Home  tuition, 
courses  are  avail e  
now.  you  can contact to 
Saya U Kyi Sin (Mumyint 
Thar)Ph: 09-4210-67375. 
www.kyisinplb.blogspot.
com

english teaching. 
Chinatown area. 
1 year teaching 
Myanmar students, 
20 years experience. 
Conversation, listening 
&  IELTS training. Please 
call 09-517-3255.

chemistry tutor 
required for international 
high school student. 
Must speak English. Ph: 
09-502-2834

teacher myo (G.C.E 
O/A, U.K) (1) Grade X.XI 
(All Subjects). (2) IELTS, 
Interview. (3)IGCSE, 
BCA (All Subjects). 
No.37, 4 Flr, Yay Kyaw 
St. Ph: 09-732-21317, 
09-513-2373

home Tuition: For 
students from Int'l 
schools such as 
Horizon, ILBC, YIES, 
ISY, MIS, MISY, PISM. 
All subjects for Primary 
and Secondary Classes. 
Tel: 09-4200-84493.

Expert Services
foc Rental Services of 
condos, landed houses, 
offices and commercial 
properties. Our listings 
can be checked in http://
goo.gl/tyCuoe, Email: 
dr.thihathit@icloud.com, 
09-430-83781. 

Zcl(Y.U.F.L)Translation 
Service. Ph: 09-
2506-66325. email: 
atar1990@gmail.com

corPorate Banking, 
Finance, Advisory, 
Capital Raising Services 
and help with foreign 
investment, private 
equity for Myanmar 
companies; pls contact 
info@firstrangoon.com

We Provide stay in 
Domestic Helper to 
do all your household 
chores.If you need 
please call 09-2506-
49927

efficient Goldsmith 
Software Effective 
for all goldshops & 
goldsmiths @ Efficient 
Soft. Ph: 09-505-3762, 
09-517-1061, 09-2503-
54344.

banKing service, HR 
service, Local travel 
service (Flight or air 
plane,  hotel booking, 
car service on trip 
etc.),  Wedding planner,  
Household cleaning 
service, Teaching 
English to Myanmar,  
Guide to High School 
Student, Taxi service,  
General service. Formal 
learning Eng to Myan is 
1:30 hr only Sunday, 
10 weeks per course 
charges is 100$. Ph:09-
4201-64934

golden land Real 
Estate  : For sale, buy 
& rent, Pls contact to 
Ph: 3940532, 09-730-
08848, 3920853

i do translate 
English ~Myanmar & 
Myanmar~English and 
also teach Myanmar 
language (4 skills) for 
foreigners. If you want 
to contact, call me, 
Katherine Ph:09-516-
8697.

registered Tourist 

guide in English, French 
is available for immediate 
appointment, please ring 
09-3019-9028.

For Rent
cold storage 100 
M/T capacity situated at 
Hlaing Thar Yar Industrial 
area at reasonable rate. 
Please Contact: 682011, 
685846, 09-500-8845, 
09-500-8843.

For Sale
samsung Galaxy SII, 
GT-I9100T (14GB, 
Black) No Error  + 2 
Cover. Price : 110,000 
Kyats. Ph: 09-2500-80 
324.

samsung galaXy 
Tablet 7.7. With phone, 
3G. Similar to current 
Samsung Note 8, which 
costs usd 380. Two years 
old.  Price usd 150 or 
offer. Phone 10 AM, Mr 
Ansar, Rm 503, Ph: 01-
246030, 242094.

h a r l e y - r e g a 
Motorcycle built in 
Japan 1950 years. Rare 
Motorcycle USD -  7500. 
Ph:09-505-4880

honda fit 2009 Model, 
GE-6, 1300 CC, (White), 
Auto Gear, 1H/3--- 
(YGN), 99 lakhs, Ph: 
09-312-87827.

camera from 
Singapore, used Nikon 
D-7000, Canon 60D, 
600D, 550 D,450D & 
Fujifilm S 9100 cameras 
for sale. Ph:09-512-
8713

Language
We can teach Korea 
Language Basic & 4 
skills for all. Ph: 09-2505-
65793, 09-4210-06072.

french, 4 skills & 
spoken French, Home 
visit & interisive classes. 
Daw Oo Oo A Zin, B.A 
(French) (Y.U.F.L), DALF 
& DELF (Dip of Alliance 
Francaise) Ph:01-
450775, 09-8611-813.

i am a Professional 
Japanese and English 
Translator and Teacher 
based in Yangon. I am 
Certified with B.A (JAP)
MUFL with JLPT Level 2 
and IELTS with Band 7. I 
have 4 years of experience 
in Freelance Japanese 
translation, interpretation 
and teaching. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me 
for an evaluation. I have 
many foreign students 
such as Japanese and 
Indians and I use all the 
reference that is base on 
language learning. For 
more information, please 
contact me to 09-4283-
50386 and email me to 
jasmine5842@gmail.
com.  

i’m an experienced 
Chinese (Mandarin) 
teacher here in Yangon, 
Myanmar.  I have over 
6 years teaching in 
Singapore. Please do 
not hesitate to contact 
me for an evaluation.  I’m 
a professional teacher 
who will help you improve 
your speaking, reading 
and writing skills.   I use 
Singaporean text books 
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books 
for teaching speaking, 
reading and writing in 
Mandarin. I’m available 
Monday-Sunday with 
a flexible schedule. I 
also teaching Myanmar 
language to all Foreigner.    
For more details please 
call the number below. 
If I don’t answer please 
send me a SMS and I will 
get back to you as soon 
as possible. May: 095-9-
516-2988. 

Professional English 
Teacher (MBA, UK), MA 
(English), BA (English), 
Dip: ELT 09-254214864. 
Only Evening and 
Weekend class available.

i am available to teach 
English to any and all 
ages.  I have experience 
with students in primary, 
secondary school and 
Asian adults wanting 
to enter the global 
workforce.  I can also do 
SAT prep for secondary 
students who are trying 
to build their international 
college resume. I 
am able to design a 
curriculum based on 
your particular needs.  

Email:  steffanilorraine@
gmail.com

teaching Myanmar 
language for foreigners 
Near Myay Ni Gone City 
Mart, Sanchaung. Ph: 
09- 4200-30 782.

teaching English for 
adults Near Myay Ni Gone 
City Mart, Sanchaung. 
Ph:09- 4200-30782

Training

myanmar Access 
International provides 
the following services. 
ISO Implementation 
Programme. Human 
Resource Development 
Programme. Hospitality 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Programme. Project 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Programme. English 
Training Programme. 
If you are interested, 
please contact us at 
09-731-18749, 09-
732-40764 or  email : 
zinminpon@gmail.com, 
kaungsanthu1994@
gmail.com

royal Journeys, 
Learn English for life : 
How to make English 
part of your lifestyle, 
English communication 
skills, Business 
English, Hospitality & 
tourism Management, 
Management leadership 
& superior training. 61, 1A 
Flr, 13 St, Bet : Anawrahta 
Rd & Mahabandoola Rd, 
Landmadaw tsp. Ph: 09-
4316-6443.

Travel
centurion  auto : 
Corporate Car Rental 
offers transfer / daily / 
monthly / fleets throughout 
Myanmar. Vehicle 
amenities include English-
speaking drivers, Wi-Fi 
Internet, full international 
insurance and full time 
concierge. Contact us 
anytime for further info.
(p)+95.1.571.586*info@
centurionauto.com * 

www.centurionauto.com.
tesuan Travel & Tour, 
Travel Agent License: 
Kha-2375, Tour programs 
- Yangon & Environs 1 Day 
Tour. Yangon & Pyu city 
Package Tour. Yangon-
Golden Rock Optional 
Tour. Buddhist Pilgrimage 
Tour, Adventure & Eco 
Tour, Hotel & Air ticket 
reservation, Car rental & 
Travel Insurance, Office: 
3/B, Ground Flr, Hledan 
1st St, 3rd Qtr, Kamayut, 
Yangon, Tel: 511298, 
09-302-85183, 09-732-
38306, Email: tesuantour.
co.mm@gmai l .com, 
www.tesuanmyanmar.
com

sWan saung yee 
Travel & Tours Co., Ltd. 
Bldg (D/B), Rm (002), 
Thitsar Residence, 
South Okkalapa, 
Yangon. Kyaik Hti Yoe 
(1N/2D) -80 ,000/ -ks 
per pax. Chaung Tha 
(2N/3D) -93 ,000/ -ks 
per pax. Bagan-Popa 
(3N/4D)-138,900/-ks 
per pax. Mandalay-Sa 
gaing-Innwa-(3N/4D)-
156,000/-ks per pax. 
Ph: 01-562917, 09-
8611-864

taXi, Service Near, 
Parkroyal Hotel, Air 
Conditioner Car, English 
Speaking Driver, One 
hour 5000 kyats, 09-
317-75734.

Public Notics
amda Myanmar 
Country Office moved 
to a new location on 
7th October, 2014. The 
new office address and 
the telephone number 
are as below: (1) New 
Office Address: AMDA 
Myanmar Country 
Office, No.73/A (1), 
University Avenue Road, 
Golden valley (1), Bahan 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. (2) New Office 
Ph : 513224.

trained Domestic 
Helper available. 
Knowledge of all 
household works, 
including infants and 
elderly people care. Tel : 
09-315-75765, 09-2506-
49927.

mita Myanmar 
Investment, Trade & 
Technology Conference, 
Workshop and Exhibition 
will be held during 
25-27 Sept 2014 
UMFCCI, Yangon. 
The Best Conference, 
Exhibition & Workshop 
@ Reasonable Fees 
in Myanmar! for more 
info, please visit: www.
M i t a M y a n m a r I n v e 
stmentTrade Technology 
Conference.com, Ph: 
09420110451, 09-4201-
10666, Email: maizar@
mitaservices.com.sg

We provide the following 
Training, CISCO, CCNA, 
CCNP, MICROSOFT, 
MCSA, MCSE, LAB, 
EC-COUNCIL CEH, 
SECURITY ADMIN. 
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.
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UN Position
the united Nations 
World Food Programme 
is seeking (1) Program 
me Officer (Head of 
Area Office) NO-C, Lashio 
<Shan State> please visit 
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please Email 
the applications with UN 
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
v a c a n c y @ w f p . o r g 
<mailto:wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org> COB 
31 October 2014.

EmbassyPosition
royal embassy of 
Cambodia is seeking 
Secretary 1 post. 
Interested persons should 
send an application letter 
with a current  CV.  2ID 
photos, recommendation 
letters and educational  
certificate copies. 25 
(3B/4B) New University 
Avenue, Bahan, Yangon. 
Ph:951-549-609, 540-
964. Email:camemb.
mmr@mfa.gov.kh

Ingo Position
Pact global 
Microfinance Fund 
is seeking human 
Resources Officer - 1 
post, Duty Station: PGMF, 
Yangon, Duration: 12 
months full time initially 
(including three months-
probation)  University 
degree, Bachelor’s 
Degree or equivalent 
in HR or related field. 
3 years of experience. 
Ability to coordinate team 
& provide supervision 
& mentoring to multiple 
staff. Sound analytical 
& problem solving skills. 
Strong organizational 
skills & ability to 
prioritize multiple tasks.  
Proficiency with PC based 
software- Word & Excel. 
Demonstrated ability in 
oral and written English 
communications skills in 
order to effectively present 
detailed information & 
respond to questions in 
a professional manner. 
Willingness to learn or 
adapt to new ideas and 
procedures. Myanmar 
national. Please submit  
application letter & 
detail CV with relevant 
supporting documents, 
a recently taken photo, 
contact details & 2 
referees to HR Manager, 
Pact Global Microfinance 
Fund : 497, 1st Flr, Tower B, 
Diamond Condominium, 
Pyay Rd, Kamaryut, 
Yangon. Ph: 501373, 
501379. Email: teihtwe@
pactworld.org Closing 
date : 29th October, 2014 

the int'l Rescue 
Committee (IRC) is 
seeking (1)monitoring 
& evaluation (M&E) 
Officer 1 post in 
Myebon. (2)supply 
chain assistant - 1 post 
in Yangon: University 
Degree or Diploma in 
related field and/ or 
related training course. 
Prior work experience in 
logistics & procurement. 
Computer literate with 
strong MS office. Good 
communication in both 
Burmese and English. 
Please submit a Cover 
letter & CV to the HR 
Department by email at: 
WaiMar.Naing@rescue.
org or by delivery to : 33/A, 
Natmauk Lane Thwe (1), 
Bocho (2) Quarter, Bahan, 
Yangon. Closing date 
for (1) 24th October, for 
(2)28th October, 2014. 

the int'l Rescue 
Committee (IRC) is 
seeking (1)Project 
Officer 1 post in Hpa-
an, Kayin State: 3 years 
professional experience. 
Fluency in English.  (2)
Project Coordinator 
1 post in Hpa-an, 
Kayin State: 5  years of 
professional experience in 
related work, community 
mobilization. 3 years 
of experience. Fluency 
in English. (3)Project 
manager - 1 post in 
Hpa-an : Degree in 
Law, Human Rights, 
social development, 
Governance or other 
related field. 3 years  
professional experience. 

Skilled in Excel, Word 
software. Please submit 
a Cover letter & CV to 
the HR Department by 
email at: WaiMar.Naing@
rescue.org or by delivery 
to the IRC office : 33/A, 
Natmauk Lane Thwe (1), 
Bocho (2) Quarter, Bahan, 
Yangon. Closing date : 4th 
November 2014. 

(1) m & e Officer (Child 
Protection)   1 Post (2) 
Logistics Assistant  
(Mindat/Matupi) 2 Posts 
(3) Wash / Watsan 
Specialist 1 Post. (4)
Program Officer 
(CBHFA) 1 Post.  Please 
send application letter, 
CV & related documents 
to Myanmar Red 
Cross Society  (Head 
Office) Yazatingaha Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com www.
m y a n m a r r e d c r o s s 
society.org 

amda is seeking Assistant 
Project Coordinator 
for Namtu at Lashio 
Field Office: bachelor's 
degree in health related 
discipline or an equivalent 
combination of relevant 
education & experience. 
3 years relevant 
professional experience in 
a similar role, preferably in 
the INGO sector. Excellent 
command of spoken 
and written English and 
Myanmar, knowledge of 
Shan is an asset. Strong 
computer skill (Excel, 
Word, Power Point, etc.). 
Please apply by sending 
a cover letter, CV with two 
references and a recent 
passport photo to Senior 
Officer, Admin/ Finance 
Unit, AMDA Myanmar 
Country Office : 73/A (1), 
University Avenue Rd, 
Golden valley (1), Bahan, 
Yangon. Tel: 513224, 
Email: srafo.amda@
gmail.com 

Psi/Myanmar is looking 
for an internal audit 
manager / senior 
manager. The Internal 
Audit Manager/Sr. 
Manager will be to work 
under the supervision 
of the Senior Director of 
Admin and Finance and 
the main responsibilities 
are; Assessing PSI/
Myanmar compliance 
with both PSI’s and local 
policies and with certain 
key donor requirements; 
Supporting & performing 
investigations into 
suspected fraud; 
Identifying process and 
control improvements 
required to address any 
identified weaknesses; 
Developing an annual 
internal audit plan which 
support monitoring 
compliance with PSI & 
donor and local legal 
requirements based 
on risk prioritization, 
and including both PSI/
Myanmar’s local operation 
& sub-awardees; Perform 
internal audits of PSI/
Myanmar’s operations 
in line with the agreed 
annual plan to assess 
the effectiveness of PSI/
Myanmar internal controls 
and compliance with PSI/
Myanmar’s policies and 
procedures; Identify 
control weakness and 
areas of actual or potential 
non- compliance with PSI 
and donor requirements 
and summarize these in 
an internal audit report, 
containing observations 
and internal control and 
procedural improvement 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ; 
Monitor the implemen 
tation status of 
recommendations made 
by PSI/Myanmar’s 
internal audit team, 
PSI’s Global Internal 
Auditors, donor auditors, 
financial statement 
external auditors & other 
audit recommendations 
as applicable; Support 
and report key risk and 
compliance issues to 
Senior Management 
Team; B.Com, C.P.A, 3 
years post qualification 
experience in internal or 
external audit. Computer 
literacy and familiarity with 
excel and QuickBooks 
would be beneficial.  
Please send CV & Cover 
letter to PSI/Myanmar 

Headquarters: 16, West 
Shwe Gone Dine 4th St, 
Bahan, Yangon.  Ph: 01- 
375 854, 01- 375 855, 
01- 375 856,  Email: hr@
psimyanmar.org. Closing 
date : 20th October 2014.

myanmar Red Cross 
Society is seeking 
Program Officer 1 post 
in Nay Pyi Taw: Myanmar 
National. University 
graduate. Effective 
computer knowledge. 
Effective English 
language skill. Red Cross 
Volunteers are preferable. 
Please send application 
letter, CV & related 
documents to Myanmar 
Red Cross Society Head 
Office, Yazathingaha Rd, 
Dekkhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw. 
Or mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com, Closing date: 
20-10-2014.

clinton Health Access 
Initiative is seeking Junior 
Office Assistant, who will 
be based in Nay Pyi Taw: 
Fluency in Burmese both 
written & oral. Familiarity 
with the set up of offices 
in DoH and MoH. Can 
reside in Nay Pyi Taw 
with own arrangement. 
Can drive in Nay Pyi Taw. 
Interested candidates are 
invited to submit  CV with a 
cover letter (in English) by 
the 31st of October 2014. 
Please address your 
application to: xchan@
clintonhealthaccess.org

Local Positions
ever Flow River, Group  
of Companies (Public) 
Limited is seeking (1) 
marine surveyor: A 
University Degree in 
related field. 2 years of 
relevant experience in 
the marine surveying 
industry. Strong marine 
background, excellent 
communication & 
writing skills. Ability 
to communicate at all 
levels, good English 
writing skills in necessary. 
Possess driving license 
& own vehicle. (2) loss 
adjusters (Motor & 
Non-Motor): A University 
Degree in Engineering 
(Civil), Engineering 
(Mechanical), Law or 
other   relevant disciplines. 
Ability to communicate at 
all levels, good English 
writing skills is necessary. 
Possess driving license 
and own vehicle.  Please 
send updated CV (together 
with salary expectation & 
recent photo) to info@
ajaxadjusters.com & 
the t l inoo77@gmai l .
com or Thet Lin Oo 
(Administration Manager) 
E.F.R Group of Companies 
(Public) Limited: Rm 6, 4th 
Flr, United Condo Tower 1, 
39 Ahlanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

strategy Partner is 
looking for (1)cashier 
cum Junior Accountant  
: who love numbers & 
has analytical thinking to 
handle cash transactions. 
Willing to learn new things 
and love challenges, 
love to work with team.   
Strategy Partner is newly 
founded as accounting 
firm and providing 
accounting service, HR 
and recruitment service 
to SME and Branch of 
International company. 
(2)Office Secretary : 
For all posts preferably 
1 to 2 years of relevant 
experience in similar 
position. Very good 
communication skills in 
English & good computer 
literacy. Able to work with 
team, multitasking and 
work under pressure with 
minimum supervision. 
Willing to learn new 
things & love challenges. 
Excellent interpersonal 
skills. Office hour - 9 am 
to 5 pm (Only weekdays).  
Please send an application 
including CV with 
expected salary to wai.
strategypartner@gmail.
com or No.(17), Shwe 
Tha Pyay Yeik Mon(2), 
Nawarat St, Tharketa, 
Yangon. Closing date : 
31st Oct 2014.

a neW established 
boutique public relation 
company is seeking a 
young and energetic 
staff to join the team. 

(1) Assistant Account 
coordinator - F 1 Post 
(2)Public Information 
assistant - F 1 Post : 
Need good English and 
able to translate Myanmar 
to English in general. 
1 year experience in 
the similar position. (3)
media monitoring 
assistant - F 1 Post. For 
all posts :  Any graduate,  
Computer literate (Able 
to use Words, Excel, 
Power Point, Internet 
& Email).   Able to work 
with team, multitasking &  
work under pressure with 
minimum supervision.  
Excellent interpersonal 
skills. Office hour - 9 am 
to 5 pm (Only week days)
If you are interested in 
growing your experience 
with us please send an 
application including CV 
with expected salary to 
hr. phyoandpaingmedia@
gmail.comor No.(17), 
Shwe Tha Pyay Yeik 
Mon(2), Nawarat St, 
Tharketa, Yangon. 
Closing date : 24 October 
2014.

belmond Governors 
Residence is looking 
for (1)guest relations 
Officer (2)Guest Service 
Offcer. Belmond Shwe 
Kyet Yet Tour is looking 
(1)tour desk sales (2)

Ticketing Officer (3)
Reservation Officer • 
Please submit CV with 
necessary documents 
to Ms Aye Aye Lynn 
(Assistant HR Manager) 
email : ayeaye.linn@
belmond.com. 

fullerton Myanmar is 
seeking (1)credit & under 
writing manager- 1 Post: 
Overall responsible for the 
Credit Risk Management 
of our Myanmar entity. 
Credit Risk experience in 
Microfinance or Banking 
in Myanmar. Prior 
experience as Head of 
Risk / Head of Credit is 
preferable. Experience 
in Operational Risk is 
a big advantage. (2) 
hr manager - 1 Post : 
Overall responsible for 
the HR department with 
1 officer reporting to this 
position. Experienced in 
all aspects of HR function  
&  leading an HR team, 
with experience fronting 
senior stakeholders. 
Preferably with Micro 
finance, Banking and/
or Services industry 
(including hospitality etc) 
background. (2)audit & 
Compliance Manager - 1 
Post : Overall responsibility 
to ensure that Fullerton 
Myanmar operations 
are in accordance to 

internal audit policies 
and processes. Prior 
experience in a similar 
role in a Microfinance 
Entity or Bank. Please 
send C.V with a recent 
photo before 31st Oct 
2014 to soehninphyu@
fullertonmyanmar.com  
No.225, Thumana St, 
Ward (3), Thaketa, 
Yangon. Ph: 01 9190551.

golden clover Travel 
is looking for (1)tour 
operation manager - M 1 
Post:  5 years of experience 
in tourism field. (2)chief 
Accountant - M/F 1 Post: 
5 years of experience. 
(3)Programmer - M/F 
(1) Post : 5 years of 
experience in ICT field. 
For all positions: Any 
graduate with certificate. 
English language (4 
skills) must be fluent. 
Good communication 
and skills social dealing.
Computer literate (very 
good knowledge of 
Excel/ PowerPoint/Word/
Internet/Email) Please 
submit an application 
letter, CV with recent 
photo, Copies of NRC, 
Educational certificate 
and other testimonial to 
Golden Clover Travel 
& Tours : 48, Rm (E-3), 
2nd Floor, Gyar Taw Ya 
Oat Rd, Shwe Nanthar 

Quarter, Bahan, Yangon,  
Tel: +95-18603244/45, 
0949297848. Email: 
info@goldenclover.com.
mm

legendary Myanmar 
(Travel & Art a'La Carte ) 
Int'l Shipping & Logistics 
Co.,ltd. is seeking (1).tour 
operation manager - M/F 
1 Post  (2).tour operation 
staff  - M/F 3 Posts (3).
Customer Service Staff 
- M/F 1 Post (4).Office 
staff (Export/Import) - F 
3 Posts (5).marketing                                      
- M/F 3 Posts (6).senior 
Accountant - F 1 Post 
(7).Custom Clearance 
- M/F 3 Posts. Please 
submit CV with necessary 
documents to No.9, Rm 
(A-4), 3rd Flr, Kyaung St, 
Myaynigone, Sanchaung, 
Yangon.  Tel : (+951) 516-
795, 523653, 503467. 
Closing date :  21st 
October' 2014.

We are seeking highly 
suitable candidate 
for the hr head/ hr 
manager : Bachelor’s 
Degree or higher 
education in relating 
HR Manage ment field. 
(From Foreign college 
or university is prefer).  5 
years specialized work 
experience in related 
field in local and oversea.                                                                                                                                         
Proficiency in computer 

skill in Microsoft Word, 
Excel, Page maker & 
power point. Strong 
organization skills, ability 
to prioritize the multiple 
tasks & problem solving 
skills. English 4skills. Age 
30 ~ 40 years. Salary US$ 
1500 –  2000 per month. 
Please submit recent CV 
& cover letter (English) 
to ezytrading@mptmail.
net.mm & Cc mail : 
sengawng86@gmail.co,  
smilingrebecca2011@
gmail.com’.  Closing date 
:31.10.2014. Ph:09-4211-
28700, 09-4311-9985. 

travel agency is 
looking for a content 
manager to build 
multimedia content and 
expand social media 
engagement, with a 
strong focus on driving 
traffic to our websites 
– including Myanmar’s 
premier travel website, 
G o - M y a n m a r. c o m . 
Other responsibilities will 
include media relations 
work & website analytics. 
Essential skills: fluent 
written English and a love 
writing and travel; social 
media savvy; creative 
flair and good eye for 
design, video content & 
photography. Email CVs 
to info@go-myanmar.
com
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theY are buried in unmarked 
graves, unloved and un-
known.

Philadelphia may be the 
setting of the ‘Rocky’ films, 

but the fighters who made it once one 
of the most famous cities in the boxing 
world are in many cases dead and in 
danger of being forgotten.

In a different era and with a less 
tragic ending, Tyrone everett could have 
been a global superstar. In modern-day 
boxing, with the riches sloshing around 
at the top echelons of the sport, he 
would have been a millionaire many 
times over.

Instead, in May 1977, six months af-
ter the southpaw from south Philly lost a 
world title showdown in what is widely 
considered one of the worst decisions 
in boxing history, everett was shot and 
killed by his girlfriend. he was 24, cut 
down in his prime.

“he was super popular. A lot of 
friends, a lot of girlfriends. he was su-
per stylish, super cool, super handsome, 
everyone loved him. he was a star,” John 
DiSanto, who runs the comprehensive 
phillyboxinghistory.com website, told 
AFP.

DiSanto, 52, never met everett, but 
says he was struck by the outpouring of 
public emotion that greeted the brilliant 
super featherweight’s untimely death.

“At the funeral service, his brother 
Mike, who was also a prominent fighter 
and now a friend of mine, insisted that 
they open up the casket so people could 
see that Tyrone was still this beautiful 
guy because his face was unmarked,” 
said DiSanto, recalling media reports at 
the time.

“So I was swimming in all this detail: 
There’s this popular guy, all these people 
came out to his service. And – maybe 
it’s the Catholic in me – but I thought: I 
need to go out to this graveyard and pay 
my respects.”

But when DiSanto, one of the leading 
experts on boxing in Philadelphia, got to 
the graveyard, he was in for a shock.

“It was just a patch of grass. he had 
been dead 30 years. And I was imme-
diately struck by the thought: Maybe I 
could get him a headstone.” 

DiSanto, using his extensive boxing 
connections in Philadelphia, tracked 
down everett’s mother to tell her his 
idea and ask her permission.

“She was super happy, moved, sur-
prised that anyone cared or remem-
bered her son. he was like the apple of 
her eye and she just started crying be-
cause she was right back with her son, 
her baby boy, that was murdered,” DiS-
anto said.

Thanks to the Gravestone Fund Pro-
gram – DiSanto’s initiative to honor the 
boxing legends of Philadelphia’s past 
and financed by a combination of dona-
tions, the families and his own money 
– everett now has a headstone.

As do the slick Garnet ‘Sugar’ hart, 
the fearless eddie Cool – dead from 
drink at just 35 – and ‘Gypsy’ Joe har-
ris, whose boxing licence was revoked 
when officials discovered he was hiding 

his blindness in one eye. he became a 
heroin addict and was dead at 44, his 
body dumped in a communal grave.

“When they stopped me, I was bro-
ken,” he said a year before his death in 
1990. “It was like taking a brick and 
throwing it at a mirror. To me, it was the 
deepest hurt. It was like a piece of me 
had died. They killed me.”

nobody knows how many more of 
Philadelphia’s forgotten fighters are ly-
ing in unmarked graves dotted around 
the city, their legacies – and with it Phil-
adelphia’s reputation as a boxing city – 
fading gradually year by year.

“I’ve no idea what the real number 
is,” said DiSanto. “But it’s a surprise – 
and I say, ‘oh good, he’s got a stone’ – 
when they have one.”

DiSanto has 10 more fighters from 
Philadelphia’s boxing heyday that he 
would like to honor with gravestones, 
but it is not always straightforward.

Funding is a problem; the boxer’s 
families are occasionally suspicious; and 
delving into the past can drag up unre-
solved issues that sometimes relatives 
would rather leave with the dead.

“On the good side, people remember 
these guys. So it brings their names up, 
names that haven’t been talked about. 
That’s one of my goals,” he said.

“But on the bad side, it’s always the 
same story, ‘Why does this guy not have 
a gravestone?’ It’s such an outrage.”

DiSanto is keen not to point the fin-
ger at the families and says it is the “box-
ing establishment” that has let down 
many of Philadelphia’s finest.

“These people are going on bare-
bones burials. They don’t have the 
money. In many cases it’s a miracle they 
can scrape together the money to do the 
minimum – a funeral service and bury 
them,” he said.

“It is an indictment on boxing be-
cause these guys gave their lives and 
were not the same physical specimens 
as when they started.”

“And for all that, they have nothing.” 
– AFP

iN piCtUres
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philaDelphia

Fighting for Philly’s 
boxing legacy

Bronze statue of boxer Joey Giardello. 
Photo: AFP

Myanmar’s national rowing team won eight gold medals at the 2014 Southeast 
Asian Canoe Spirit Championship last week in Singapore, coming in second for 
total medals after the Singaporean team.

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD. 
a company organized under the laws of Japan and having its 
principal office at 1-1, Minami-Aoyama 2-chome, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 107-8556 Japan is the owner and sole proprietor of the 
following trademarks:-

HR-V
(Reg: No. IV/7566/2014)

in respect of :- “Vehicles, automobiles, motorcycles; and parts and 
fittings for the above-mentioned goods.” – Class: 12

VEZEL
(Reg: No. IV/8900/2013)

in respect of:- “Automobiles and their parts and fittings; vessels 
and their parts and fittings; aircraft and their parts and fittings; 
two-wheeled motor vehicles and their parts and fittings; bicycles 
and their parts and fittings; non-electric prime movers for land 
vehicles (not including “their parts”); machine elements for land 
vehicles” Class: 12

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with 
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 20th October, 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Lancome Parfums Et Beaute & Cie (socie’te’ en nom collectif), 
a Company incorporated and existing under the laws of France, and 
having its registered office at 29 Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, 
75008 Paris - France, hereby declares that the Company is the 
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following Trademark:

Reg. No. IV/12151/2014 (2 September 2014)
The above trademark is used in respect of “Perfume, eau de toilette; 
gels, salts for the bath and the shower not for medical purpose; 
toilet soaps, body deodorants; cosmetics namely creams, milks, 
lotions, gels and powders for the face, the body and the hands; 
sun care preparations (cosmetic products); make-up preparations; 
shampoos; gels, sprays, mousses and balms for the hair styling 
and hair care; hair lacquers; hair colouring and hair decolorant 
preparations; permanent waving and curling preparations; essential 
oils for personal use” in Class 3: 

      Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Daw Thit Thit Kyaw, LL.B, M.A.(Business Law)
For Lancome Parfums Et Beaute & Cie
      (socie’te’ en nom collectif),
c/o BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
# 1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Dated: 20 October 2014
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ZUriCh

F IFA’s top judge said 
October 17 that football’s 
governing body cannot 
release in full a contro-
versial report into the 

bidding for the 2018 and 2022 
World Cups for legal reasons.

FIFA has faced mounting calls, 
including from Michael Garcia, 
the former US federal prosecutor 
who led the investigation into the 
bid, for all of the report to be made 
public. 

“Publishing the report in full 
would actually put the FIFA ethics 
committee and FIFA itself in a very 
diffi  cult situation legally,” hans-
Joachim eckert, chair of the gov-
erning body’s adjudicatory cham-
ber, said.

“What is more, we have to re-
spect the personal rights of the 
people mentioned in the report, 
which in the case of full publica-
tion of the report would in all like-
lihood not be possible,” he added in 
an interview released by the FIFA.
com website.

eckert said he is preparing a 
statement which should be released 
“by mid-november at the latest”.

The statement will contain “a 
summary of the main fi ndings, con-
clusions and recommendations of 
the report, as well as a brief evalua-
tion”, the offi  cial added.

An intense spotlight has been 
put on the report following al-
legations that a former Qatari 
soccer chief paid national federa-
tion chiefs millions of dollars to 
back Qatar, which won the right 
to host the 2022 World Cup in a 

controversial 2010 vote by the FIFA 
executive committee.

Qatar, which also faces pressure 
over the dates of the tournament 
because of the searing summer 
temperatures in the Gulf state, has 
strongly denied any wrongdoing.

Garcia has called on FIFA to be 
more transparent and urged it “to 
authorise the appropriate publica-
tion” of his report. UeFA president 
Michel Platini and FIFA vice presi-
dent Prince Ali bin Al-hussein of 
Jordan have also called for full dis-
closure of the report.

FIFA’s vice president, Michel 
Platini, has publically backed a 
fresh vote on the 2022 World Cup if 
proof ever emerged of corruption in 
the awarding of Qatar as the venue.

“As for Qatar 2022, I wasn’t in-
fl uenced,” the UeFA president and 
FIFA vice-president who voted for 
the Gulf state told TF1 television on 
October 15.

“As far as I’m concerned, the 
vote was held in all transparency 
and we’ve always said that in the 
event of the slightest hint of cor-
ruption there’ll be a new vote.

“But for now, we don’t know.”
Platini, who is also the head of 

the Union of european Football 
Associations, has never disguised 
the fact that he voted for Qatar in 
a move to help develop football in 
parts of the world where the World 
Cup has never been staged.

Since the vote he has cam-
paigned for a switch to hold the 
sport’s showcase in the winter rath-
er than summer months to avoid 
the stifl ing temperatures. – AFP

In a historic fi rst, Myanmar has quali-
fi ed for a spot in the FIFA Under-20 
World Cup.

The team clinched their birth on 
October 17 in Yangon’s Thuwana Sta-
dium, where they defeated the favored 
United Arab emirates team 1-0.

Prior to the match, Myanmar coach 
Gerd Zeise described the match as 
“Myanmar’s biggest game for the next 
20 years, maybe for a century”, accord-
ing to the Asian Football Cup’s news 
website.

After Myanmar striker  Than Pa-
ing scored in the match’s fi rst 52 
minutes, key players such as Aung 
Thu, Than Paing, nyein Chan Aung 
and Myo Min Latt played precision 
defence and prevented the UAe from 
closing the gap.

“I’m honoured by my players … 
Myanmar is going to be a World Cup 
contender” coach Gerd Zeise said after 
the match.

The 20th Under-20 World Cup will 
be held next year in new Zealand, 
starting May 30.

Myanmar
going to U-20
World Cup in 
2015

Pressure mounts in 
FIFA bidding scandal
Sports body declines to release investigation fi ndings 

national rowing team 
cleans up in s’pore races   
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The Qatari and Australian national teams play a friendly match on October 14. 
Photo: AFP

KyaW ZiN hlaiNG
kyawzinhlaing.mcm@gmail.com

Than Paing and Nyein Chan Aung 
post-match. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing


