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ceremony to mark the 50" anniversary of the Kayan insurgency that dictatorship will prevail unless the 2008 constitution
is replaced or rewritten. An estimated 20,000 turned out to mark the June 4 anniversary in southern Shan State.
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The fate of former minister U Thein
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No way!

The campaign against Qatari
telco Ooredoo is gathering
steam, with rabid nationalist
groups upping the ante by
holding demonstrations

in Yangon, as well as
continuing to show a truly
commendable level of
commitment (given internet
speeds) to spamming social
networks with conspiracy-
minded warnings about the
company’s presence being
the harbinger of a modern-
day caliphate. Addressing a
crowd on June 7, venerable
monk Parmoukkha said
anyone who made a call to
an Ooredoo SIM would be
“betraying their faith”.

All of this must come as
something of a relief to the
Norwegians, whose diabolical
divide-and-conquer-through-
telecommunications plot seems
to be going relatively unnoticed.

| jest, of course, but if you
were to look at the arguments
constructed against Ooredoo’s
presence, it would also be
possible to build a similar
case against the Scandinavian
Scourge - it's all about rhetoric.

Consider that the majority of
Norway identifies as belonging
to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church, with a longer-term
trend tending toward various

forms of heathenism. Consider
that the Norwegian state

owns 53 per cent of Telenor.
Did you know that Norwegian
women had as many as 4.6
children on average in the late
19th century and they have one
of the highest fertility rates in
Europe? A survey carried out
among Danish schoolchildren in
the mid-1980s suggested that
they regarded the Norwegians
as “all right, but a bit rural and
very nationalistic”.

Historically, their Viking
ancestors established and
engaged in extensive trading
networks, and were widely
regarded as dominant forces
on markets at home and
abroad. Their diaspora spans
the Atlantic, and has even
extended its odious tendrils into
suburban Australia. Norway
plays host to the world Beard
and Moustache Championships
and “other international facial
hair competitions”.

“They eat lutefisk, are
passive-aggressive, pronounce
their Ws as Vs, look as though
they were soaked in bleach and
the ones from the old country
listen to death metal,” one
person said in response to a
2008 Yahoo Answers query of
“what are some Norwegian
stereotypes?”

Hopefully I've made my
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Griffins leaf-nosed bat is
among the many species
recently discovered in the
Greater Mekong region.
Photo: AFP/WWF/Vu Dinh
Thong

point and not offended any
Norwegians out there (even
though many websites listing
stereotypes suggest you to be
humourless). | urge vigilance
lest their bucolic, peace-
loving, tax-paying lifestyle
compromises the fabric of
society. Here’s hoping cool
heads prevail and people
realise that the overarching
agenda of telcos may not be

he execution of a nefarious
scheme to convert the populace
en masse, but that it boils
down to something far simpler:
commercial interests.

Here’s hoping market forces
play out how they will, and
people just buy whatever SIM
card works out best for them.
Panzagar.

You may know it as
Myanmar...

Australia’s foreign service
seems to be in a state of
confusion over just what to
call this country, with the
previously settled-upon
label of Myanmar now being
eschewed by the Abbott
government.

The process of democratic
reforms had seen the previous
Labor government change
all official references from
“Burma” to “Union of
Myanmar”.

The switch back to Burma
was quietly made in late 2013.

A liberal senator raised the
issue during a Senate estimates
hearing last week, taking issue
with the fact that Australian
Ambassador Ms Bronte Moules
was being referred to by the
admittedly cumbersome
honorific of “the Ambassador
to the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar” - despite the Abbott
government-ordered edict.

The reason for this lies in the
fact that the government policy
is incredibly vague. Diplomats
and envoys are permitted to
switch freely between Myanmar
and Burma, “depending on
the circumstances” (ie the
preferences of who they're
talking to). Speculating on the
policy change early in the year,
The Lowy Interpreter’'s Andrew

Selth wrote that the Burma
backflip could be indicative

of “the Foreign Minister’s
longstanding support for Aung
San Suu Kyi. Or it may herald
a more critical approach to
issues like Burma'’s military-
biased constitution and the
harsh treatment of Muslim
Rohingyas.” Then there’s
always the possibility that,
given Prime Minister and
self-appointed Minister for
Women Tony Abbott’s apparent
fondness for history (perhaps
best demonstrated by the
decision to reinstate the archaic
honours system of knights and
dames back in March), he may
just prefer the British colonial
name.

Dragon awakens at SEZ

A Singaporean firm
commissioned to carry out

a survey on the Kyaukphyu
SEZ site in Rakhine State
has issued concerns about
the site’s proximity to a

mud volcano, according

to reports in local media

last week. Whether this

will have any impact on
developments in the area

is, as yet, unclear. Reports
of seismic and volcanic
activity have circulated about
the Kyaukphyu site for a
number of years, and one
would imagine the story
would have been a bigger
deal if a relocation of the
massive project was even a
little bit on the cards. Watch
this space. On a related,
“did-you-know” note: Mud
volcanoes in Myanmar are
known as Nagabwet Taung,
which loosely translates as
“dragon’s breath”. This refers
to local lore about dragons
breathing underground
resulting in bubbles on the
surface of a body of water.
Perhaps the most famous
mud volcano site in Myanmar
is near Minbu in Magwe
Region. The “volcano” part
is something of a misnomer,
though, as the muddy matter
that seeps out of the earth
at the site is not hot to touch.
But that was something |

May Ka Byar
from NOW! Magazine.

Photo: Htet Aung Kyaw
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Graft scandal sinks without trace

Almost 18 months ago U Thein Tun was forced to resign amid corruption allegations, but a subsequent police investigation has gone nowhere

TIM MCLAUGHLIN

AUNG SHIN

IT was supposed to be the first major
scalp in Myanmar’s anti-corruption
drive. But 18 months on, the lack of
transparency surrounding the investi-
gation into former Minister for Com-
munications, Posts and Telegraphs U
Thein Tun and up to 50 ministry staff
has cast doubt on the sincerity of Pres-
ident U Thein Sein’s supposed war on
graft.

The case appears to have been bur-
ied in a maze of bureaucracy in the
Ministry of Home Affairs, with the lo-
cal police who originally received the
complaint still waiting to learn if they
should file charges. None of the cor-
ruption-fighting bodies that have been
formed under U Thein Sein appear
to be involved in the investigation or
decision-making process.

The scandal broke in late January
2013 when state media said U Thein
Tun had been allowed to resign from
his ministerial position “of his own
volition”

Both the wording and timing of the
move raised eyebrows as the phrase is
commonly used in situations where
officials are forced to resign, rather
than voluntarily step down from, their
positions.

The ouster also came shortly after
the government announced that it
would be opening the telecoms sec-
tor to foreign investment, ending the
decades-old monopoly enjoyed by
Myanma Posts and Telecommunica-
tions (MPT). Qatari-firm Ooredoo and
Norway’s Telenor would be announced
as winners of the operating licences in
June 2013.

Though the exact reasons for his re-
moval remain unclear, multiple media
reports at the time said U Thein Tun,
as well as other high-ranking officials
in the ministry, were conspiring to
keep the price of SIM cards artificially
high. Some reports said about 50 of-
ficials from the ministry were caught
up in the probe and that U Thein Tun
had been briefly placed under house
arrest.

That price manipulation may have
taken place surprised no one, particu-
larly given the extremely high price
that the state monopoly was selling
SIM cards for. But President U Thein
Sein’s decision to fire U Thein Tun and

Former Minister for Communications, Posts and Telegraphs U Thein Tun speaks at a press conference Photo: Staff

others was seen as a reassurance that
even if officials have not changed their
behaviour, the repercussions have
changed.

It now appears that this positiv-
ity was premature. The investigation
has largely stalled through the age-old
practice of handballing it from one de-
partment to another.

An officer at the Phayakone police
station in Nay Pyi Taw’s Ottarathiri
township confirmed to The Myanmar
Times that it received a complaint
from the ministry against the general
manager of MPT, U Thein Oo, and sev-
en other officers on January 18, 2013,
two days after they were all forced to
resign. The ministry had asked police
to file charges under section 409 of
the Penal Code for alleged “criminal
breach of trust by public servant, or
by banker, merchant or agent” The of-
fence can carry a prison sentence of up
to 10 years.

While U Thein Tun was not named
in the complaint, senior officials con-
firmed to The Myanmar Times that

he was included in the corruption
investigation.

The case was then transferred to
the Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID), which operates under the
Ministry of Home Affairs (MOHA).

‘We haven’t received
any instruction
regarding that case.

Police officer from the station that
handled the corruption complaint

But a police officer from Phayakone
said the station was still waiting for
instructions on whether to charge the
eight men.

“We only know whether to press
charges after the investigation is com-
pleted. We haven’t yet received any

instructions regarding that case,” said
the police officer, who asked not to be
named.

While CID could not be reached for
comment, an official from the Bureau
of Special Investigation - a corruption-
fighting body in the same ministry -
said his unit was at one point handling
the case but was no longer involved.

A number of anti-corruption bod-
ies have also been formed during
President U Thein Sein’s presidency to
lead the fight against graft. In Febru-
ary 2014, the president established a
15-member Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion under the Anti-Corruption Law,
which was enacted in September 2013.
A separate high-level Anti-Corruption
Committee was formed in January
2013. Chaired by Vice President Sai
Mauk Kham, it also includes union-
level ministers and the attorney gen-
eral.

It appears neither of these bodies
are involved in the investigation into
U Thein Tun and alleged corruption in
the telecoms ministry, however.

Commission member U Thinn
Maung said the group’s only task is
to handle public complaints and pass
them on to the relevant government
bodies for further action. He said that
the commission is severely under-
staffed and lacks the capacity to un-
dertake any substantive anti-corrup-
tion activities.

“This kind of case doesn’t come to
us. We [the Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion] just check complaint letters and
then report them to a higher level,” he
said. “Our commission hasn’t even got
an office. We only have a few staff. We
investigate complaint letters. We are
not responsible for taking charge [of
investigations].”

Ministers for the President’s Office
U Soe Maung and U Soe Thein, who
are both members of the corruption
committee, did not respond to repeat-
ed requests for comment.

Government spokesperson U Ye
Htut, however, said “an inter-ministe-
rial investigation” is taking place and
that “some administrative action on
former officials has been taken”

“We have to change the working
procedure in the ministry to prevent
future corruption,” he said, but de-
clined to say what specific measures
had been undertaken.

For now, even the ministry itself
- since renamed the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information Tech-
nology, and now headed by U Myat
Hein - claims to be in the dark on the
status of the investigation.

“It is a high-level case. I don’t
know anything about the investiga-
tion,” U Kyaw Soe said, adding that
questions about the investigation
should be directed to the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Independent writer Sithu Aung
Myint said the U Thein Tun case
highlighted the government’s lack of
transparency, as well as its unwilling-
ness - or inability - to genuinely tackle
corruption.

“At least the government should
say publicly what they have done or
what they are doing to fight corrup-
tion,” he said. “In reality, the govern-
ment’s anti-corruption mission hasn’t
even started. Those government com-
mittees and commissions have been
formed just for show.”

Unless real measures are taken, the
impact of Myanmar’s reforms is likely
to slow or stall completely, he said.

“There is bribery happening every-
where in this country;” he said, “and we
cannot expect to benefit from any re-
forms as long as corruption still exists.”
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JICA rejects
Thilawa
allegations

THOMAS KEAN
tdkean(@gmail.com

THE Japan International Cooperation
Agency has defended itself against ac-
cusations that a resettlement project
at the Thilawa Special Economic Zone
violated its own standards on “environ-
mental and social considerations”

Three residents from the area sub-
mitted a complaint to JICA regulators
in Tokyo on June 2, in what they said
was the first known formal complaint
filed under JICA’s objection procedures
since the agency was restructured in
2008.

About 4500 people are likely to be
resettled to create the 2400-hectare
(5900-acre) zone, which is being devel-
oped by a Myanmar-Japan consortium
and is expected to create up to 300,000
jobs. Hundreds of people have already
moved to make way for the 400-hectare
first phase, and they allege that their
living conditions and income opportu-
nities are worse than before the reset-
tlement, in violation of JICA guidelines.

A spokesperson from the JICA office
in Yangon said that while the agency
would wait for the independent exam-
iner to make a judgement on the objec-
tion it believed the resettlement was “in
line with international practices”.

“[The] Myanmar government has
responsibility for the resettlement
caused by the project and JICA has
provided technical assistance to [the]
Myanmar government for the imple-
mentation of resettlement,” the spokes-
person told The Myanmar Times.

“JICA thinks that [the] Myanmar
government has conducted [the] re-
settlement process in accordance with
JICA’s guidelines and it will be Myan-
mar’s first resettlement practice in line
with international practices.”

But the Thilawa Social Develop-
ment Group and Mekong Watch said in
a joint statement last week that those
forced to move had lost their farmland
and educational opportunities for their
children. Housing at the resettlement
site in Myaing Tha Yar is “substandard”
and lacks basic infrastructure, includ-
ing access to clean water.

Thilawa Social Development Group
leader U Mya Hlaing, who was one of
three who delivered the objection, said
neither JICA nor the government had
listened to residents’ complaints.

“We hope that the examiner will in-
vestigate the real situation in Thilawa
and the project’s compliance of JICA
Guidelines,” he said.

Military rules out senior
general retirement rumours

Despite growing speculation there is no reshuffle of senior leaders planned for August, officials insist

El EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

WIDESPREAD rumours that the mili-
tary is planning a major reshuffle that
would see Commander-in-Chief Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing retire
and enter politics are unfounded, a
senior officer has told The Myanmar
Times.

Media reports on June 8 cited un-
named military sources as saying that
the reshuffle would take place in Au-
gust, with Deputy Senior General Soe
Win and General Mya Tun Oo in line
for promotion.

However, Brigadier General Wai
Lin, a military representative in the

Pyithu Hluttaw, said there was no
truth to the reports.

“How do you know it’s true?” he
said. “It’s just a rumour.”

But many observers are predict-
ing that Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing will be nominated as a
presidential candidate by the parlia-
ment’s military bloc, which would
guarantee him at least the vice presi-
dency. Under Myanmar’s presiden-
tial electoral college system, elected
MPs from both the upper house and
lower house nominated one candi-
date each, while the military nomi-
nates a third.

This speculation has increased as
the senior general has made more

visible efforts to improve relations
with ethnic armed groups and the in-
ternational community.

As is the case with much that oc-
curs in Myanmar’s armed forces,
however, Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing’s plans remain cloaked in
secrecy.

“You can’t deny that his actions of-
ten appear to be of a political nature,”
said U Khon OKKar, general secretary
of the United Nationalities and Feder-
al Council. “But it’s just a prediction.
We will have to wait and see.”

Not all are convinced. U Hla Swe,
an Amyotha Hluttaw representative
for Magwe Region and retired lieu-
tenant colonel, said he did not think

the senior general wanted to enter
politics.

“He wants to be a professional sol-
dier, but he has to retire when he will
be 60,” he said.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
was born in Yangon in 1956 and was
part of the Defense Services Acad-
emy’s 19" intake. He was appointed
commander-in-chief when President
U Thein Sein’s government came to
office in 2011 and was promoted to
senior general in March 2013.

Insiders say Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing is a loyal servant with
strong operational skills. “He has a
good reputation and is meant to be
a generous person,” U Hla Swe said.

TNLA claims responsibility for officer death

WA LONE
walone14@gmail.com

THE Ta’aung National Liberation
Army has claimed responsibility for
the killing of a Tatmadaw battalion
commander and two other officers
during clashes in Shan State’s Kutkai
township last week.

Major Kyaw Htin Aung, 36, was
killed on June 4 and buried in Kutkai
on June 6, according to an obituary
published in the state-run New Light
of Myanmar. A Facebook page ap-
parently run by the Myanmar armed
forces carried photos of Maj Kyaw
Htin Aung’s funeral on June 6.

‘The government
military deployed
more troops in
[northern Shan
State] over the past
year and staged
offensives.’

Tar Parin La
TNLA deputy information officer

TNLA deputy information officer
Tar Parin La said he was killed when
Palaung soldiers hit a Tatmadaw
convoy with a rocket-propelled gre-
nade, or RPG. “One vehicle was de-
stroyed,” he said.

Major Thet Naing from Kutkai
Base Tactical Operation Command
said an investigation was still being
conducted. “At this stage we can’t
confirm the cause of death,” he said.

The incident was one of several
outbreaks of fighting between TNLA
and Tatmadaw soldiers in Kutkai
and Namhsam townships in north-
ern Shan State last week.

“The government military de-
ployed more troops in these areas
over the past year and staged offen-
sives,” Tar Parin La said. “But we are
also prepared to fight.”

The TNLA is allied with the
Kachin Independence Army, a Ko-
kang rebel group and a militia group
known as SSA (Wun Hine), while the
Tatmadaw has a number of ethnic
militias under its control to support
its own battalions.

“The rebel forces may number in
the thousands in this area alone,”
said Lieutenant Colonel Than Oo
from Kutkai Base Tactical Operation
Command.

Maj Thet Naing accused the
TNLA and KIA of forcibly recruit-
ing 25 villagers from the villages of

Tatmadaw soldiers hold a funeral for Major Kyaw Htin Aung, 36, who was killed
during fighting with the TNLA on June 4 in Kutkai township, northern Shan State.
Photo: Myanmar Military Navy Air Force Facebook

Law Khone and Manane in Kutkai
on May 21.

As of June 6 only nine of the vil-
lagers had managed to escape. “But
these villagers don’t dare to live in
their village anymore,” he said.

Tar Parin La rejected the accusa-
tions of forced recruitment.

The TNLA and KIA are the only
two major armed ethnic groups that
have not yet signed ceasefires with U
Thein Sein’s government.
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Cooperatives loan
program criticised
by hluttaw members

EI EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwinldgmail.com

THE Ministry of Cooperatives has re-
jected accusations that members of
parties other than the Union Solidar-
ity and Development Party are being
refused microfinance loans.

Deputy Minister for Cooperatives
U Than Tun told Pyithu Hluttaw
MPs on June 4 that the loans are to
combat poverty and would be given
regardless of a person’s political or
other affiliation.

‘If poor people
want to borrow
money, they are
forced to fillin a
[USDP] member
[application] form.

U Win Myint
NLD representative

“People from any political party,
any organisation and any religion can
borrow loans at our co-operative so-
ciety,” he said in response to a ques-
tion from U Win Myint, the National
League for Democracy representative
for Pathein.

U Win Myint said he asked the
question because members of the

public in some cities and towns are
being told the program is only for
USDP members.

The loans, which are provided
through a loan from China, incur in-
terest of 1.5 percent a month. They
are provided through a collective
group system, in which each group
comprises five members.

There are 27,345 co-operative so-
ciety units in 311 townships, U Than
Tun said, and K149.8 billion (US$155
million) has been loaned to members.

However, MPs said the loans were
not reaching those who need them
most, with some alleging political
motives and others blaming a lack of
capital for the loan program.

“In the countryside, the Co-Op-
eratives Department never lends to
members of other political parties. If
poor people want to borrow money
they are are forced to fill in a [USDP]
member [application] form,” U Win
Myint said.

U Tun Aung Kyaw, the Pyithu
Hluttaw representative for Ponna-
gyun, said that in Rakhine State the
cooperative societies did not have
money to distribute to needy house-
holds, and that many people did not
like the collective borrowing system.
Instead, most borrow from the Myan-
mar Agricultural Development Bank.

“We aren’t interested in getting
loans from the co-operative societies.
The staff in their offices have nothing
to do because they have no money to
lend,” U Tun Aung Kyaw said. “The
deputy minister’s answer doesn’t
make sense.”

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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A bartender mixes a cocktail as part of the June 3-4 competition at Inya Lake Hotel. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

Bartenders to take on the region’s best

EIEITHU
91.eieithuldgmail.com

IF you can tell your Rusty Nails from
your Harvey Wallbangers, you might
be interested in the ASEAN Bartender
Championship being hosted here in
Myanmar on June 20. The favoured
local contender is Ko Kyaw Zin Htun
- better known as Kelvin - who won a
national selection competition at the
DJ bar of Inya Lake Hotel compound
on June 3-4 organised by Myanmar
Restaurant Association. The runner-
up was Ma Phyo Thawdar Phone of
Belmond Governor’s Residence, who
will also be competing in the ASEAN
championship.

Kelvin, who works at Union Bar
and Grill, beat 37 competitors by the

speed and verve with which he created
his own cocktail, Cracoling Ayyar, and
produced a standard cocktail, Passion
Caprosaka.

Singapore judge Sylvia Yee said
Kelvin took out the national title
“based on [his] efficiency and profes-
sionalism. He knew what to do every
step of the way.”

Kelvin confessed to The Myanmar
Times that he became a bartender
against his parents’ wishes. “I started
out as a waiter, but watched bartend-
ers as they made cocktails and decided
I could do that. Just like a man who
lives near a stadium becomes inter-
ested in football,” he said.

The ASEAN Bartender Competi-
tion will be held at Myanmar Conven-
tion Centre and judged by five experts,

one from Singapore and four resident
in Myanmar, of whom two will be for-
eigners. Each competitor will be al-
lotted 14 minutes to strut their stuff,
including preparing two types of cock-
tail - one creative and one standard.

Ma Phyo Thawdar Phone is aware
she is breaking the shot-glass ceiling
by becoming a bartender. “This is sup-
posed to be more of a man’s job. But
now women customers are going to
bars and drinking cocktails, so why
shouldn’t there be a woman behind
the bar as well?”

She describes being shaken, but
not stirred, by all the attention fo-
cussed on her during the Myanmar
selection contest. “In front of the audi-
ence and the judges, I found my hands
were trembling.”

Speaker chastises agriculture ministry

Deputy minister’s response hits a nerve with Thura U Shwe Mann, who questions why Farmer Protection Law by-laws have been delayed

El EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwindgmail.com

PYIDAUNGSU Hluttaw Speaker Thura
U Shwe Mann has launched a wither-
ing attack on the Ministry of Agricul-
ture for delaying the introduction of
by-laws for the Farmer Protection Law.

The law, formally known as the
Protecting Rights and Enhancing Eco-
nomic Welfare of Farmers Law, was
drafted by parliament last year and
approved in October 2013. However,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Irriga-
tion - despite repeated prodding - has
failed to introduce the by-laws needed
to bring the law into effect.

The speaker’s angry comments
were provoked by Deputy Minister
for Agriculture and Irrigation U Khin

Zaw, who on June 4 rejected a propos-
al to form a national committee for the
development of agriculture, livestock
and fisheries on the grounds that the
proposed committee’s goals would be
carried out under the auspices of the
Farmer Protection Law.

“When the law comes into effect,
all will enjoy the rights you mention
according to the law;” he said.

Cue outburst: “I have urged sev-
eral times to submit the by-laws for
the Farmer Protection Law. Why has
it been delayed? Is it too difficult? Our
parliament can write it by ourselves
but we transferred it to your ministry
to give you a chance,” Thura U Shwe
Mann thundered.

“The deputy minister said farm-
ers will enjoy [these rights] when the

by-laws come into effect. So when will
they come out?”

The speaker’s outburst highlights
the continued tension between the
government and parliament, which
emerged in early 2012 during disputes
over the budget and Constitutional
Tribunal.

But this has been given an added
flavour by the law itself, which was
among the first to be drafted on the
initiative of MPs rather than the
government.

It contains a range of populist
measures that MPs say have been re-
quested by farmers, including provi-
sions on access to finance, minimum
prices for produce, crop insurance
and more. A number of these were
watered down following outcry from

economists and other experts but
most remain in the law.

Despite concerns that the law is po-
litically motivated, it was drafted and
approved with bipartisan support.
Both Thura U Shwe Mann and Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi were key figures in
the process.

The speaker’s anger has only
been heightened by the govern-
ment’s recent request to parliament
for an urgent loan to expand access
to credit.

On May 28, President U Thein Sein
asked parliament to approve a K500
billion (US$518 million) loan to the
government from the Central Bank of
Myanmar to help provide low-interest
loans to farmers for the monsoon
paddy season. While the parliament

approved the request, Thura U Shwe
Mann questioned why the government
had asked for the money before enact-
ing the by-laws.

“The essence of the law is to in-
crease loans for farmers. Now the by-
laws would be issued after this loan
from the Central Bank is distributed,”
he said, adding that the loans should
be made available through a law rath-
er than a directive.

“I assume that the Union Govern-
ment will distribute the loans through
state and region governments and it
could create problems between these
governments and farmers because of
the complicated procedures. If so, our
benevolence will have been wasted.”

The loan program is expected to
start this month.
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‘Made 1n Myanmar’ to hit US shelves

Gap becomes first major US retailer to re-enter Myanmar after contracting company to produce clothes for Old Navy, Banana Republic brands

TIM MCLAUGHLIN ZAW HTIKE
AMERICAN shoppers will soon be
finding “Made in Myanmar” clothing
back on the shelves.

Apparel giant Gap Inc has become
the first major US retailer to source gar-
ments produced in Myanmar since the
easing of sanctions in a move that those
in the industry hope will signal the ar-
rival of more international investment.

The San Francisco-based company
placed an order earlier this year for
outerwear to be made at two facto-
ries in Yangon. The jackets and vests,
which are for the company’s Old Navy
and Banana Republic Factory brands,
will be shipped to the United States in
June and available for sale in stores in
coming months.

After consulting with US Customs
and conducting two focus groups, the
garments manufactured in Yangon
will carry tags reading “Made in My-
anmar (Burma)”

While the company is not invest-
ing directly in Myanmar, Gap Inc
will source from factories owned by
a South Korean company that has a
long-standing business relationship
with it in other markets, said Debbie
Mesloh, senior director of government
and public affairs at Gap Inc. She de-
clined to name the factory owners or
the location of the factories, citing the
information as competitive.

Ms Mesloh told The Myanmar
Times that Gap Inc was eager to be the
first American retailer to enter Myan-
mar and said the company could be a
leader in the manufacturing industry
as it develops.

“We feel like we can take the best
practices learned over the past 45
years to help open the country,” Ms
Mesloh said.

“Certainly we know that there are
challenges within the country and sig-
nificant hurdles, [but] working with
our vendors we made a commitment.
It is in our best interest to see the in-
dustry grow up in a positive way.”

Ms Mesloh said that Gap Inc’s or-
der had contributed to the hiring of
700 additional employees at one facto-
ry, bringing the total number of work-
ers to around 2000 at each site.

Gap Inc is the most high-profile
entry into the Myanmar’s garment

Labourers work at a garment factory on the outskirts of Yangon on September 27, 2012. Photo: AFP

industry since reforms undertaken by
President U Thein Sein encouraged
the US and the EU to ease sanctions.

Through the 1990s and early 2000s
the garment industry was one of the
Myanmar’s fastest-growing sectors
and employed hundreds of thousands
of workers at its peak. From 1990 to
2001 garment exports grew 69-fold
and by 2000 accounted for 39.5 per-
cent of Myanmar’s total exports, up
from just 2.5pc a decade earlier.

But as human rights concerns
in Myanmar grew American firms
came under pressure - and were even
threatened with boycotts - because of
their links to the country. Brands like
Levi Strauss and outdoorwear compa-
ny Eddie Bauer shut down operations.

The European Union and the US
also stripped Myanmar of its Gener-
alised System of Preferences (GSP) in
1997, for what the EU has described as
“serious and systematic violations” in
regard to forced labour.

But the US continued to be a main
destination for Myanmar’s apparel ex-
ports. In 2000, more than half of the
apparel produced in Myanmar made
its way to the US, with the EU receiv-
ing the next-largest share. Garments
generated around US$829 million in
export earnings in 2001.

It was not until the Burma Free-
dom and Democracy Act, which was
imposed in 2003 and blocked exports
from Myanmar to the US, that the

industry began to feel the full impact of
sanctions. Imports to the US dried up
and although the EU did not impose
a blanket ban on Myanmar exports,
some EU countries did level bans on
Myanmar goods. Other EU-based buy-
ers were scared off by the reputational
risk associated with Myanmar.

Denied access to the US market
and with drastic decreases in EU buy-
ing, the bulk of imports began to flow
to other Asian countries, particularly
Japan and South Korea.

But Myanmar’s reforms, coupled
with growing labour costs in neigh-
bouring China and Thailand, have
brought a renewed interest in the gar-
ment sector, which has already begun
to show growth.

Days before US President Barack

‘We feel like we
can take the best
practices learned
over the past 45
years to help open
the country.’

Debbie Mesloh
Gap Inc

Obama’s November 2012 visit to My-
anmar, the US lifted its import ban on
the bulk of Myanmar-made products.
The EU reinstated the GSP in July
2013 but the US has not followed suit,
largely because it would need the ap-
proval of Congress.

In 2013 export revenues hit nearly
$1 billion, according to the Myanmar
Garment Manufacturers Association
(MGMA), the industry’s largest trade
organisation, and employment in the
industry has jumped from 80,000 peo-
ple to 250,000 over the past three to
four years. The number of garment
factories has also grown to more than
200, up from 181 in November 2012,
according to MGMA numbers.

Association secretary Daw Khine
Khine Nwe said she believed the ar-
rival of Gap Inc would send a positive
signal to other international retailers
considering shifting production to My-
anmar and as a result the company’s
arrival could help to drive growth.

On foreign investment generally,
she said it gives “the local garment
industry the ability to develop even
further”.

With the path clear of sanctions,
analysts say that Myanmar’s cheap
and abundant labour force is the main
attraction for retailers.

“It is really the cost advantages
that will be bring the garment sec-
tor to Myanmar,” said Arvind Ram-
akrishnan, head of Asia country risk

at Maplecroft. “Myanmar is dirt cheap
in labour costs - even cheaper than
Bangladesh and Cambodia.”

But wages have been steadily ris-
ing and could increase further under
new legislation. The Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw enacted a minimum wage law on
March 22, 2013, and a by-law was in-
troduced by the Ministry of Labour,
Employment and Social Security four
months later. However, no minimum
wages have yet been finalised.

Gap Inc does not set the wages for
workers in the factories that produces
its garments, as it does not own the
factories, Ms Mesloh said, but adheres
to a Code of Vendor Conduct that re-
quires the vendor to pay a local mini-
mum wage or the industry standard,
whichever is higher.

U Aung Win, vice chair of the My-
anmar Garment Manufacturers Asso-
ciation, said that garment workers in
Myanmar make between US$75 and
$150 a month. He added that foreign
factories pay slightly higher wages on
average than local ones.

While growth appears promising,
Gap Inc’s announcement also comes
as a wave of unrest has hit Myanmar’s
manufacturing sector, particularly the
garment industry.

Over the past month workers have
gone on strike at a number of textile and
garment factories in and around Yan-
gon. Most recently, on June 2, around
600 workers at a textile factory in Shwe
Pyi Thar Industrial Zone 2 walked off
the job demanding higher wages.

A dispute over wages erupted at
the South Korean-owned Shin Soung
garment factory on May 28 when pro-
test leaders who led a strike of about
2000 workers seeking better pay were
fired. The dispute remains unresolved.

In response, the Ministry of La-
bour, Employment and Social Security
last week held talks with workers to
discuss wages and working conditions.

“There are significant concerns of
reputational risks when sourcing from
Myanmar,” said Mr Ramakrishnan.
“The labour rights framework is very
low. Labour standards are truly abys-
mal. There is almost no adherence to
health and safety regulations.”

According to Ms Mesloh, Gap Inc’s
factories have undergone a rigorous
due diligence process which included
work condition inspections carried
out by NGO Verite and structural con-
sultations by engineering firm Walter
P Moore, as well as meetings with lo-
cal NGOS and the International La-
bour Organisation’s liaison office.
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MONASTIC EDUCATION

Monks push to expand
monastic education

The Ministry of Education’s failure to allow monks to run high schools is forcing children to stop their education

: AUNG
s SHIN
e

koshumgtha@gmail.com

SENIOR monks are asking the gov-
ernment to allow monastic schools to
teach children at higher levels, allow-
ing poor children in the countryside
access to higher education than their
parents can now afford.

But the monks believe the gov-
ernment has been resisting their re-
quests, which go back many years, the
first national conference on monastic
education heard last week.

Nearly 1000 senior monks attend-
ed the conference, in Hopong, Pa-O
Self-administered Region, southern
Shan State, from May 29 to 31.

They agreed to press the govern-
ment to allow them to run higher-lev-
el schools, from post-primary to mid-
dle and middle to high-school level in
the basic education system, alongside

government-run schools.

The monastic education sayadaws
- head teachers - have applied for
permission to run six high schools
and 35 middle schools. But they have
faced delays over the past year, said a
senior monk.

“President U Thein Sein gave his
consent to my proposal orally when I
met him last year in Nay Pyi Taw. But
Ministry of Education has informed
us that nothing has been done,” U
Nayaka, principal of Phaung Daw
0o Monastic Education High School
and a leading sayadaw, said at the
conference.

Only two monastic high schools
have been permitted since 1992, the
conference heard.

Monastic education falls under the
Ministry of Religious Affairs, which
can give permission only for the pri-
mary and post-primary levels. Per-
mission for middle and high schools
is controlled by the Ministry of Edu-
cation, said U San Sint, the minister
for religious affairs.

“Monastic schools are the main

source of education for poor children.
In order to allow them to continue
their education, monastic schools

‘Monastic schools
are the main source
of education for poor
children ... They
should be permitted
to run higher-level
schools.’

U San Sint
Minister for Religious Affairs

should be permitted to run higher-
level schools,” he said.

“I have brought these delays to the
attention of the education minister,

and pointed out that the monastic
schools are not asking for govern-
ment support. But the permission has
been delayed for a decade before my
term,” said U San Sint.

However, the religious affairs min-
istry has reached agreement with the
education ministry to allow some mo-
nastic schools to operate at the higher
level. “They are likely to get permis-
sion next year,” said U San Sint.

There are 1597 monastic schools in
262 townships, nearly 200 more than
last year. But only two high schools
and 109 middle schools are included
in the total. Collectively, the monas-
tic schools employ 6820 teachers to
teach 269,267 students.

Ninety of the new monastic
schools have applied to the Ministry
of Religious Affairs for permission to
operate at the primary level.

The government spent K3 billion in
support of monastic schools last year,
including K1 billion that was trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Social Welfare.
“We are supposed to get more than K2
billion this year;” said U San Sint.

Bl

Novice monks shelter under a tarpaulin at a Mandalay Region monastic school that was recently forced to relocate for a second time. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

In Mandalay, relocated school walits for a saviour

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

A MONASTIC school for poor and or-
phan children is struggling to survive
after being forced to relocate into the
countryside. Sein San Yay school was
forced to move to a vacant plot in
Hnan Kye village after the township’s
Sangha Nayaka Committee deemed
it was “squatting” on Mount Labo in
Mandalay’s Patheingyi township. After
relocating to the foot of the mountain,
it was forced to move to its current site.

The monastery has taught local
children since 2007. In 2011, it was
designated an official monastic school
by the State Sangha Maha Nayaka
Committee and Department of the
Promotion and Propagation of Sasana,
and has almost 100 students.

Three monks, including head of the

school, Sayadaw U Ottama, and five
female teachers are educating more
than 50 male novices and more than
40 nuns.

But the move to the new site has
been fraught with problems. A lack of
funds means the school has been un-
able to construct new classrooms or
buildings to house the children.

When The Myanmar Times visited
recently, young novices and nuns were
playing out in the 40 Celsius heat,
while others were sheltering under a
tarpaulin. Most were dressed in torn
and dirty robes.

“After we had moved, we had diffi-
culty with living arrangements, trans-
portation, and food and water,” U Ot-
tama said.

When they left the previous site at
the foot of Mt Labo, the students were
forced to leave behind four buildings

that the sayadaw had constructed with
the assistance of local donors.

The school teaches primary-level
courses, so the sayadaw tries to send
the students in middle and high level
to Phaung Daw Oo monastic school. “I
can give them K200 each for bus fare.
In 2013, I sent 15 monks. The number
of middle- and high-school students
has reached 40, and I can’t give them
pocket money;” the sayadaw said.

Aged from four to 15 years, the stu-
dents are orphans or come from poor
families in Shan and Kachin states
and Magwe, Sagaing and Mandalay
regions. A girl who matriculated from
the school has returned as a volunteer
teacher.

“My childhood dream was to be a
nurse. I teach the children personal
hygiene while I am giving them their
lessons. It is a kind of nursing. I'll

keep teaching here as long as sayad-
aw wants,” said 20-year-old nun Daw
Sandar, who matriculated earlier this
year.

“We couldn’t offer computer or
basic spoken English classes during
the summer holidays. And it’s hard to
teach because we need proper build-
ings and accommodation and teach-
ing materials,” another teacher said.

Cabbage and cauliflowers grown
near the camp is the students’ main
source of food. Meat and fish are like a
dream for them.

“We combine all the kinds of veg-
etables we get and boil them with a
little oil. We can mix curry with veg-
etables and meat once in a blue moon
when there is a donor. In my dreams, I
eat meat curry every day,” said eighth-
standard student novice Pandita, 16.

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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PEKON, SHAN STATE

Kayan armed
group backs
NLD campaign

YE MON

yeemontun2013@dgmail.com

DICTATORSHIP will prevail until the
2008 constitution is replaced or com-
pletely rewritten, a Shan State-based
ethnic armed group has warned, as it
pledged support for the joint National
League for Democracy-88 Generation
constitutional amendment campaign.

The Kayan New Land Party (KNLP)
said in a statement to mark the 50" an-
niversary of Kayan National Resistance
Day that the constitution in its current
form would stop Myanmar from build-
ing either a federal union or a genuine
democracy. It described the constitu-
tion as “worrying for those who want
peace”.

KNLP secretary Colonel Saw Lwin
told The Myanmar Times on the side-
lines of a ceremony in southern Shan
State that the group supported the
campaign initiated by the NLD and 88
Generation to amend section 436 of the
constitution and remove the military’s
veto powers.

The campaign, launched on May 17
in Yangon, has heightened tensions be-
tween the government and opposition
groups, with President U Thein Sein
warning it could lead to “suffering”

But Col Saw Lwin said the cam-
paign was absolutely necessary. “We
agree with the activities of the NLD
and 88 Generation and we condemn
those who are disturbing their ac-
tivities in support of amending the
constitution.”

The June 4 anniversary celebration,
which was held in Pekon township’s
Seebu village and attended by about
20,000 people, featured a parade by
hundreds of soldiers from the Kayan
New Land Army, the group’s armed
wing.

‘As long as there is the
2008 constitution,
dictatorship is

still alive.

Major General Than Soe Naing
Kayan New Land Party chair

KNLP chair Major General Than
Soe Naing said because of the 2008
constitution the struggle for federal-
ism is ongoing.

“As long as there is the 2008 con-
stitution, dictatorship is still alive. Our
leaders, who risked their lives in the
Kayan national revolutions, have re-
layed to us the duty of amending the
whole constitution or redrawing it,” he
said.

In a statement, the Kayan group
said it wanted to amend the constitu-
tion through a conference based on
the “Panglong spirit”, a reference to
the historic 1947 conference organ-
ised by Bogyoke Aung San and ethnic
leaders that resulted in the Panglong

Agreement and, finally, Myanmar’s in-
dependence the following year.

The KNLP said it wants amend-
ments that would build a federal un-
ion and genuine democracy and en-
sure the country’s ethnic groups have
equal rights. Letters of support from
political parties and armed ethnic
groups to the KNLP focused mostly on
the need to amend the constitution.

Kayan National Resistance Day
marks the anniversary of the day on
which the Kayan decided to rebel
against the central government. The
decision was prompted by the gov-
ernment’s demonetisation on May 15,
1964, and the KNLP was formed on
August 8 of that year.

After fighting the government for
three decades, the group signed a
ceasefire agreement on July 26, 1994.
Unlike most armed ethnic groups,
however, it has not renewed this
ceasefire agreement with U Thein
Sein’s government.

Col Saw Lwin said that while the
military regime broke its promise for
political dialogue the KNLP planned
to sign a planned nationwide ceasefire
agreement.

“We signed [a ceasefire] agree-
ment because the government said it
planned to hold political negotiations,”
he said. “But until now there haven’t
been any talks.”

— Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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Regulators
grapple with
e-clgarettes

SHWE YEE SAW MYINT
poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com

A CERTIFICATE from the United
States Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) hangs on the shop wall. Behind
the counter, small, thin battery-pow-
ered devices sit in rows, along with vi-
als of what is known as “e-liquid”.

Vape City at Mya Yeik Nyo Hotel is
the first shop to sell e-cigarettes in My-
anmar. Opened by actress Hsu Pan Ht-
war just four months ago, it has quickly
sparked debate over whether its prod-
ucts are legal and how they should be
regulated in future.

E-cigarettes, also known as “vapes”,
simulate smoking by producing a va-
pour that resembles smoke, and giving
the user a hit of flavoured nicotine.

While some argue they make it
more convenient and socially accept-
able to smoke, Vape City manager Ko
Yar Zar told The Myanmar Times in
an interview last week that most users
turn to e-cigarettes in an effort to cut
down on smoking.

‘[E-cigarettes] are
a kind of tobacco
product because
they have nicotine.

Dr Nang Naing Naing Shein
Ministry of Health

E-cigarettes contain less of the
harmful chemicals that are found in
normal cigarettes and the smoke they
emit is not dangerous for others.

“Vapes are a new product in our
country. It is used by people who would
like to stop smoking,” he said.

With e-cigarettes, which can be re-
used, being relatively expensive - at
Vape City they range from K70,000 to
K200,000, while e-liquid is K10,000 -
they are unlikely to be bought by peo-
ple consuming nicotine for the first
time. Ko Yar Zar said most customers
are middle-aged and have a long histo-
ry of smoking. While he insists they are
trying to cut down on their cigarette
intake, he also admits that e-cigarettes
have become trendy in certain circles.

But are these customers buying
cigarettes, or a completely new type
of product? The answer has important
regulatory implications - not least be-
cause it is generally illegal to import
cigarettes.

Ko Yar Zar said that because they do
not contain tobacco, e-cigarettes should
not be considered a tobacco product.

But health experts say they should
be considered a tobacco product

because they contain addictive chemi-
cals found in traditional cigarettes.

“Vapes [e-cigarettes] are a kind of
tobacco product because they have
nicotine,” said Dr Nang Naing Naing
Shein, a director of the Ministry of
Health’s Tobacco-Free Initiative. “You
can become addicted to them like a
normal cigarette.”

As they are considered cigarettes
under the Control of Smoking and Con-
sumption of Tobacco Product Law, they
cannot be legally imported, she said.
This could soon change, however.

“We are considering allowing them
to be imported because the Ministry of
Commerce told us one company is try-
ing to get permission to import [e-cig-
arettes] into Myanmar;” she said. “But
until now we haven’t given any permis-
sion to important this product because
we have no specific policy for it.”

Ko Yar Zar insisted Vape City was
selling the products legally, adding that
they had been imported through an
agent with approval from Customs.

Limited research has been con-
ducted into the main arguments of
e-cigarette advocates - that they are
less harmful than regular cigarettes
and can serve as a safer substitute, or
even be considered a form of nicotine
replacement therapy.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) said it is reviewing the exist-
ing evidence around e-cigarettes and
similar devices and expects to release a
paper at a tobacco control convention
later this year. In the absence of clear
evidence and international guidelines,
countries have come up with vastly dif-
fering regulatory responses.

In the United States, where sales are
estimated at US$2.2 billion a year, the
FDA recently proposed considering e-
cigarettes as tobacco products, which
would give the agency vastly stronger
powers to regulate the market.

In February, Cambodia banned not
only e-cigarettes but also the flavoured
tobacco used in water pipes, known as
shisha or hookah, on the grounds that
the high levels of nicotine made them
more dangerous for users than normal
cigarettes.

Highlighting the regulatory un-
certainty in Myanmar, Vape City does
not advertise in print media, which is
banned from publishing tobacco adver-
tisements. Instead it pushes its prod-
ucts through social media, particularly
Facebook, where photos of celebrities
using its products are common.

U Nay Soe Maung, rector of the Uni-
versity of Public Health, said he hoped
regulators follow the path of Cambodia
and ban e-cigarettes from being sold.

“I don’t think they can reduce the
health risks of smoking, and certainly
they are not a medicine,” he said. “But
at the moment it is hard for us to say if
it is legal to sell e-cigarettes.”

Media by-laws sent to Attorney General

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com

THE Ministry of Information has
submitted proposed by-laws for the
Printers and Publishers Enterprise
Law to the Attorney General’s Office
following consultations with media
organisations, a senior official said
last week.

Deputy Minister for Information
U Paik Htwe and representatives of
seven journalism organisations, in-
cluding the Interim Press Council
and the Myanmar Journalists Asso-
ciation, met to discuss the ministry’s
draft by-laws on May 17.

U Aung Kyaw Oo, director of the
ministry’s Information and Public
Relations Department, said several
changes to the by-laws were agreed.
The by-laws were then submitted

to the Attorney General’s Office on
May 29.

“We were able to make an agree-
ment on some points at the meet-
ing, but some they had to take back
and discuss with their respective
organisations. We allowed them to
resubmit the results of their dis-
cussion by a set date and they did
as we instructed,” U Aung Kyaw Oo
said.

The changes include provisions
on hate speech and foreign invest-
ment, he said.

The ministry-drafted Printers
and Publishers Enterprise Law was
enacted by President U Thein Sein
in March, along with a Media Law
drafted by the press council.

U Kyaw Min Swe, secretary of
the Interim Press Council, said that
while the ministry was adopting a

more consultative approach to law-
making, journalists are unhappy
with the Printers and Publishers En-
terprise Law because they consider
it unnecessary.

“We have told them before that
the law is not necessary [but] they
continued obstinately,” he said. “Our
desire is to ensure the Printers and
Publishers Law conforms to our Me-
dia Law but our main point is that
we don’t want it at all”

U Thaung Su Nyein, publisher
of 7 Day Daily, said it was too early
to say whether the May 17 meeting
would result in positive change. “We
still don't know the details about
drawing this by-law. But I have noth-
ing special to say about it because
they are working according to their
procedure.”

- Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Workers dig for jade at a mine in Hpakant, Kachin State. Photo: Kaung Htet

Task force detains thousands
of 1llegal miners in Hpakant

HTOO THANT
newsroom@mmtimes.com

A SPECIAL task force set up by
the President’s Office has arrested
1300 miners in recent months and
seized large quantities of mining
equipment in a crackdown on il-
legal jade mining in Kachin State.
The mines were officially closed
in 2012 because of armed clashes
between the government and the
Kachin Independence Army. But in
the absence of mining firms, peo-
ple from all over the country have
flocked to the area to dig for jade.
The arrests and seizures took

place between mid-March and the
end of May, Deputy Minister for
Mines U Than Tun Aung told the
Amyotha Hluttaw on June 4.

“Seventeen illegal local miners
and 1295 people from other re-
gions were arrested, and 1312 gen-
erators, 10 water pumps, 142 stone
punch machines, four air blowers
and many mineral resources were
seized between March 16 and May
31,” said U Than Tun Aung, adding
that some mining gangs are act-
ing under the protection of ethnic
armed groups.

U Hla Swe, an Amyotha Hlut-
taw representative who sits on the

Mining and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, said illegal mining was often
accompanied by “serious problems”,
such as crime and harassment.

In Hpakant, he said, some ille-
gal miners had threatened to break
into warehouses that are used to
store jade.

The President’s Office formed
the law enforcement team on Feb-
ruary 2 to take action against il-
legal mining in the Hpakant area,
which is home to Myanmar’s rich-
est jade mines. The team com-
prises police, military and other
government officials.

- Translation by Khant Lin Oo

PrintediBooks]BlusiCD-Rom|

www.myanmarteldir.com Www.myanmar-yellowpages.com
S Yangon: +(951) 525384, 525372, 525380

lay: Store -:5;5 qiéu?@n
E@w’fﬁél i

vailable; i :—=

www. facebookcom/mmteldir,

E-mail:acmmyanmar@gmail.com , mmteldlr@uﬁall.mm
Mandalay: +(952) 60517

8 Available

Naypyitaw: +(95-67) 23593, 23594



www.mmtimes.com

News 11

IN BRIEF

Ministry pays compensation

for new Ayeyarwady bridge
Farmers in Sagaing Region’s Tigyaing
township have received about K120 mil-
lion in compensation for land acquired
for a new bridge of the Ayeyarwady
River.

The Ministry of Construction paid the
money late last month to 20 farmers,
who also received a 1200-square-foot
plot of land for housing.

The amount each farmer received
depended on the acreage and what the
land was being used for, with paddy
fields paid out at K7.5 million an acre.

Farmers had initially asked for K10
million an acre when negotiations
began.

“I got about K7.5 million for 0.99
acres, K3 million for a teak field and
Ké.5 million for a 3-acre site used to
store construction materials,” said Ma
Thin Thin Htwe.

“I think | will work on the construc-
tion site because | can't do anything
else,” she said.

Farmers had mixed reactions to
the compensation. U Nyo Gyi said he
was happy with the K6.8 million he
received but still angry because the
local administrator had taken land
from him six years ago without paying
any compensation. Another farmer, Ma
Mar Mar Soe, said she was not com-
pensated for mango and jackfruit trees
that were on her land. - Khin Su Wai

MPs to discuss Constitutional
Tribunal law change

The Amyotha Hluttaw has agreed to
discuss a bill that would amend the
Constitutional Tribunal Law and more
clearly define its activities.

The bill was proposed by the head of
the tribunal, U Mya Thein, on June 5.

U Mya Thein proposed amending
sections 12(a) to 12(g), which outline
the duties of the court.

He said more detailed provisions are
needed to enable the court to properly
resolve cases submitted for
consideration.

The discussion is likely to take place
this week, with MPs who want to dis-
cuss the bill told to inform the hluttaw
office by June 10.

In 2012, the nine members of the
Constitutional Tribunal resigned en
masse to avoid being impeached by the
parliament. MPs had been incensed
by a ruling in February of that year in
which the court decided parliamentary
committees were not “union-level or-
ganisations”. Parliamentarians argued
the decision was incorrect and would
harm their ability to act as a check and
balance on the government.

- Ei Ei Toe Lwin and Htoo Than

NLD formally rejects election
commission accusations

The National League for Democracy
has formally responded to a warning
letter from the Union Election Com-
mission to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
insisting that its constitutional amend-
ment campaign activities are lawful.

The commission wrote to Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi on May 22 and warned
that comments she made about the
military at a recent rally, held jointly
with the 88 Generation Peace and Open
Society, had potentially violated the
constitution, leaving the party at risk of
deregistration.

It specifically cited comments she
made at a rally in Mandalay on May 18
in which she challenged the Tatmadaw
“to prove that they don't like power”.

On June 2 the NLD responded by
insisting that all its activities are legal
and peaceful. It cited section 354(a)
of the constitution, which states that
“every citizen has the right to express
and publish freely their convictions and
opinions”, and section 406, which says
every political party has the right to
organise political campaigns freely.

The statement said Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi's comments about the military
during the campaign were made with
a “positive attitude” and “within the
framework of the 2008 constitution and
Political Party Registration Law”.

- Ei Ei Toe Lwin

Govt’s failure to deliver
riles MPs, constituents

EIEITOE
LWIN

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

THE government’s failure to take
action as promised in the parlia-
ment is causing difficulties for
MPs, who say they are being forced
to weather the blame from angry
constituents.

MPs also said that in some cases
the Pyithu Hluttaw Government’s
Guarantees, Pledges, and Under-
takings Vetting Committee had not
properly checked whether govern-
ment departments had success-
fully completed projects, as it had
marked some as complete when
the reality was quite the opposite.

On June 3, six MPs said they
had “faced difficulties” because
they had relayed to constituents
promises made by government
bodies that were never fulfilled.

“We believe that they will imple-
ment whatever they have promised
but ... often we don’t know exactly
whether promises will be imple-
mented or not,” said U Soe Paing,

the Pyithu Hluttaw representative
for Wuntho in Sagaing Region.

He cited the example of the
Daung Gyi Dam, which is being
developed to protect from flooding
and improve water supplies in Wun-
tho and Kawlin townships. When
he asked about the dam’s scheduled
completion date, the ministry said
it would be finished in the 2017-18
financial year.

2%

Percentage of promises, made in
response to questions from MPs, that
the government has implemented

“At the moment the whole project
has been suspended so we are wor-
ried about whether the promise can
really be fulfilled,” U Soe Paing said.

The lower house representa-
tive for Amarapura township, U
Thein Tun Oo, invited members of

the vetting committee to visit his
township and see whether a fac-
tory waste problem had really been
resolved.

He said the committee’s report
on a pledge by Minister for Environ-
mental Conservation and Forestry
U Win Tun to properly enforce en-
vironmental standards in the area
only assessed the issue “in general”

“The committee should state
the result in detail, such as wheth-
er factories at Mandalay industrial
zone are really producing no bad
smell today, if the ministry is su-
pervising the factories, how much
success they have had and how
many times they have taken ac-
tion,” U Thein Tun Oo said.

The discussion took place after
the Pyithu Hluttaw Government’s
Grantees, Pledges and Undertak-
ings Vetting Committee submitted a
report in which it said the govern-
ment had implemented responses
to 476 of 695 priority questions - or
68 percent - that were submitted
between the first and eighth ses-
sions of parliament. Meanwhile,
675 of the 1522 normal questions
submitted, or around 44pc, were
acted upon.

— Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Police
nab men
for faking
accidents

TOE WAI AUNG
linnhtet.lt@gmail.com

POLICE on June 3 arrested five
suspects they say faked car ac-
cidents in order to solicit money
from unsuspecting drivers.

The suspects are alleged to
have been slapping vehicles as
they passed, lying down on the
road as if injured, then demand-
ing money from worried motor-
ists. Starting in April, police say,
the group had been demanding
amounts ranging from K50,000
to K100,000 from drivers in
Tarmwe, Bahan and Sanchaung
townships.

After the scheme was brought
to public attention via social net-
working sites, officers from the
Western District’s special criminal
investigation department appre-
hended the group on Thanlwin
Road in Kamaryut township as
they were searching for the home
of a targeted driver who had not
pulled over.

The five detained men are
aged between 20 and 28.

- Translation by Khant Lin Oo
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Regional
antil-drug
policies
failing,
says study

BILL O'TOOLE
botoole12@gmail.com

THE steep rise is opium cultivation
across Southeast Asia over the past
five years is being encouraged by dra-
conian anti-drug policies instituted
as part of ASEAN’s strategy to be-
come “drug-free” by 2015, a non-gov-
ernment organisation says in a new
report.

Transnational Institute said in the
report Bouncing Back — Relapse in the
Golden Triangle that regional govern-
ments should re-think their drug poli-
cies and instead manage the problem
in the “least harmful way”.

According to UN statistics, opium
cultivation in Southeast Asia enjoyed
a steady decline from late 1998 until
2006. Howeyver, in less than a decade
opium cultivation has nearly doubled,
while amphetamine use has increased

“significantly”, the report said.

“The decline in cultivation in the
1998-2006 period was partly the result
of the imposition of opium bans by
local authorities, especially by ethnic
armed groups in the northeast region
of Shan State in Burma,” the report
said.

“Following the bans, however, opi-
um cultivation - and outside invest-
ment - relocated mainly to southern
Shan State. This phenomenon is of-
ten referred to as the ‘balloon effect’,
whereby squeezing one area does not
lead to a long-term reduction but rath-
er to relocation.”

In response to the shift in the mar-
ket, most governments in the region
“have adopted repressive drug policies
that have negative impacts on com-
munity level livelihoods and food
security, and also violate the human
rights of drug users, traders and opi-
um farmers”, it said.

These human rights violations in-
clude mandatory jail sentences for
small amounts of drugs, mass incar-
ceration in overcrowded prisons and
even executions for many small-scale
drug traders and traffickers.

“Until regional governments and
the international community properly
address poverty, conflict and rising de-
mand for heroin in China, opium bans
and eradication will continue to fail.
Alternative livelihood options need to
be firmly in place before communities
can be expected to abandon illicit cul-
tivation,” said Tom Kramer, one of the
authors of the report.

“This deadline-oriented thinking
has resulted in repressive drug poli-
cies, mainly targeting marginalised
communities including drug users,
opium farmers and small traffickers.”

Myanmar returns body but
questions remain over firefight

BILL oy =
OTOOLE "
A )

botoole12@gmail.com

TENSIONS on Myanmar’s western
border appear to have lessened after
it returned the body of a Bangladeshi
colonel on May 31, three days after
he went missing when his unit was
attacked by Myanmar border police.

The incident prompted concerns
over growing instability in the bor-
der area, and follows several out-
breaks of violence on the border in
recent weeks.

While a spokesperson for the
Bangladesh embassy in Yangon, who
asked not to be named, said the re-
turn of the body meant the incident
had been “settled”, the two govern-
ments have given differing accounts
of why the skirmish occurred.

Through articles in state media,
Nay Pyi Taw has insisted its soldiers
were acting on credible information
that insurgents from the Rohingya
Solidarity Organization were active in
the area, and the Bangladeshi troops
were attacked because they were not
wearing Border Guard Bangladesh
uniforms or identification.

Police Colonel Min Aung, a dep-
uty director of the Defence and Se-
curity Department, told Democratic
Voice of Burma that the BGB troops
were responsible for the conflict be-
cause they were not wearing the BGB
insignia. Instead, they were wearing
“yellow camouflage uniforms with-
out armbands”.

‘They were shot
atbecause they
encroached on our
territory without
any identifiable
insignia.

Police Colonel Min Aung
Defence and Security Department

“They were shot at because they
encroached on our territory with-
out any identifiable insignia, lead-
ing our troops to assume they were
insurgents.”

The Bangladesh embassy could
not confirm what the soldier was
wearing when the incident occurred
but the spokesperson said the corpo-
ral was conducting a routine patrol
and it was unlikely that he or any of
his fellow soldiers would have been
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Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) personnel keep watch at a wharf in Taknaf on June 12, 2012. Photo: AFP

wearing anything other than their
standard uniforms.

Additionally, the spokesperson
said the Bangladesh government has
no information of RSO forces operat-
ing in the area. Bangladesh’s Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs has asked Nay
Pyi Taw to provide evidence of RSO
activities in the area and has so far
received no response, the spokesper-
son said.

Neither the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs nor the President’s Office
could be reached for comment.

Like the Bangladeshi embassy,
some experts on the region say the
RSO has had little to no operational
capacity since the 1990s, when its
training camps in Bangladesh were
wiped out by local security forces.

However, both the central govern-
ment and other civil soceity groups
within Myanmar insist the group is
still active, and that the site of the
firefight - the 52-mile (83.7-kilometre)
border post in Maungdaw township -
is an area known for RSO activity.

It was in the same area on May 17
that several Myanmar border guard
police were attacked by an armed
group that had illegally entered My-
anmar from Bangladesh. Four police
were killed and another was injured
in the incident, and the officers’
weapons were taken.

U Min Zaw Oo, director of cease-
fire negotiation and implementation
at the Myanmar Peace Center, told
The Myanmar Times that the MPC
has collected reports from a variety
of credible sources in Rakhine, in-
cluding members of the Arakan Lib-
eration Army, who say the RSO still
has a presence in the border area.

The MPC considers the RSO a ter-
rorist rather than an armed ethnic
group and as such does not engage

with its members in any capacity.

Regardless of who is responsible
for the recent violence, observers say
it is indicative of a border region that
is becoming more lawless by the day.

Saiful Huqg Omi, a Bangladeshi
journalist who has reported exten-
sively from the border areas, said the
mass exodus of Muslim refugees flee-
ing oppression in northern Rakhine
State has led to a significant increase
in armed criminal activity along the
border, including human trafficking,
smuggling and robbery.

Jason Eligh, country manager

for the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, said crime on the
border is a “serious and growing
concern”,

“[T]he trafficking of drugs, arms
and people across the Myanmar-
Bangladesh border is a serious and
growing concern, as is the movement
of illicit armed groups,” he said.

However, the Bangladesh embas-
sy spokesperson dismissed the idea
that the recent skirmishes represent
any larger trend. “This is an isolated
incident,” the spokesperson said. “I
don’t see any connections.”

Border officials meet in Maungdaw

BORDER Guard Bangladesh offi-
cials met their Myanmar counter-
parts in Rakhine State’s Maungdaw
township on June 5 in an effort to
defuse tensions between the two
security forces.

While no official report on the
meeting’s conclusions has been re-
leased, a spokesperson for the Bang-
ladesh embassy in Yangon confirmed
that Myanmar returned equipment
and ammunition from a corporal
who was killed in a clash between the
two sides on May 28. However, My-
anmar declined to decrease its troop
levels near the border, the spokesper-
son said, citing the need to contain
Rohingya Solidarity Organization
troops.

The embassy spokesperson said
the Myanmar side had agreed to
provide the BGB with evidence of
RSO activities in the area.

In recent days Myanmar has
increased its troop numbers near

border post 52, the site of last
month’s clash.

The spokesperson said Bangla-
desh “definitely” wants to see Myan-
mar reduce its troop presence in the
area. For now, the Myanmar troops
are positioned in line with existing
border agreements with Bangla-
desh. “There is no evidence of viola-
tion,” the spokesperson said.

Bangladeshi media and sources
near the border say the increased
troop numbers have prompted
growing anxiety among the small
border communities.

Saiful Hug Omi, a Bangladeshi
journalist in Cox’s Bazar, confirmed
media reports that about 40 families
from several bordering villages have
yet to return to their homes after
fleeing recent clashes.

“The [Myanmar] army has been
seen on the other side of the border”
and people are wary of returning, he
said. - Bill O’Toole
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Activist still
held despite
completing
jail sentence

MG ZAW
newsroom@mmtimes.com

MANDALAY Region officials are
keeping a land rights activist in
jail despite his sentence having
been completed, his colleagues
say.

Ko Thein Aung Myint, a mem-
ber of the Myanmar Democracy
Current Forces group, said land
rights activist Ko Aye Thein was
due to be released on May 31 but
had not been released as of June 3.

Ko Aye Thein was arrested
on June 21, 2013, and sentenced
to six months’ prison with hard
labour on December 13, 2013,
after being convicted of assault
or criminal force to deter a pub-
lic servant from discharge of
his duty. The charges stemmed
from his involve in a land
dispute in Chan Mya Tharsi
township.

“According to the judge’s pub-
lic decision, Ko Aye Thein was
to be released on May 31. But
he still hasn’t come out yet be-
cause the judge gave additional
charges that were not released to
the public,” Ko Thein Aung My-
int said at a press conference in
front of Chan Mya Tharsi town-
ship court on June 3.

He said he had applied to
protest over the issue but his
application had been rejected.
After the press conference, re-
porters went to ask the presid-
ing judge, U Ni Tun Oo, about
the accusations but were told
he was travelling to the region-
al court and was not available.

— Translation by Khant Lin Oo

F'ree funeral co-founder
wins Citizen of Burma prize
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“TRUE spirit” - that’s what Daw
Than Myint Aung says compelled her
to get involved with Yangon’s free
funeral service society, before start-
ing a HIV centre for children and a
home for the aged.

“A human being who doesn’t have
sympathy and empathy, and doesn’t
work for the benefit of society, is lit-
tle more than an animal,” said the
humanitarian activist, who is also a
writer.

“We faced many challenges, in-
cluding government restrictions,
in past years ... but we always tried
to see through our work with true
spirit.”

Daw Than Myint Aung, who
is a vice chair of the Free Funeral
Service Society (Yangon), was rec-
ognised for her charity work with
the United States-based Citizen of
Burma award for 2014 on June 1.
Handed out by the Citizen of Bur-
ma Award Organisation, the prize
comes with a US$10,000 grant that
she will use to further her humani-
tarian projects.

“I feel honoured to be named as
Citizen of Burma, and happy to see
my friends and colleagues were even
happier than me,” said Daw Than
Myint Aung.

She was honoured for her dedica-
tion to the free funeral society, where

Daw Than Myint Aung speaks at a ceremony on June 1 at which she received the
Citizen of Burma prize. Photo: Yu Yu

she has helped provide more than
100,000 services since co-founding
it with former actor U Kyaw Thu in
2000.

She is also co-founder of Thuka
Yeik Myone in East Dagon town-
ship. Described as a sanctuary for
children living with human immu-
nodeficiency virus (HIV), it grew out

of the Happy Haven Humanitarian
Project, which was established in
2005 to assist children infected with
HIV. Nine children were initially
accepted into the program and it has
since grown to 116. She also founded
See Sar Yeik, home for the aged near
the HIV sanctuary.

While Daw Than Myint Aung

Daw Than Myint Aung says those who don’t work for the benefit of society are “little more than animals”

was the fifth winner of the prize,
she was the first to receive it at an
awards ceremony inside the coun-
try. It was handed out at Royal
Rose restaurant in Bahan township
on June 1 in front of more than 100
people.

The organisation also provided
special awards of $1000 to a number
of organisations, including the anti-
hate speech movement Pansagar;
fundraising group One More; and
Tako Taw, which carries out aid work
in mountainous regions.

Citizen of Burma Award Organi-
sation member U Wai La Win said
the group hoped the awards would
inspire others to emulate this year’s
winners.

“Wherever you are, whatever your
race is, if you are Myanmar then you
are obliged to contribute whatever
you can for the country’s develop-
ment. We have been working with
this spirit for the past five years,” he
said.

U Wai La Win said the organisation
plans to hand out the award annually.
The organisation was formed in 2010
by Myanmar expatriates in the United
States, Europe, South Korea, Japan
and Singapore to honour Myanmar’s
public heroes.

Anyone can nominate a person
or institution for consideration
through the organisation’s website
- www.citizenofburma.org - af-
ter which the organisation’s board
members select the winner based
on voting.

U Kyaw Thu, the chair of the Free
Funeral Service Society (Yangon),
won the inaugural award in 2010.

New species show need for conservation: WWFEF

TIM MCLAUGHLIN
timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

SCIENTISTS have identified more
than two dozen new species of plants
and animals in Myanmar, highlight-
ing what they say is the need for
greater conservation efforts to help
protect the country’s unique habitat.
The World Wide Fund for Nature,
formerly the World Wildlife Fund,
has catalogued 26 new species in
Myanmar in the organisation’s latest
report, released on June 5. A total
of 367 new species were identified
in 2012-13 across the larger Mekong
region, which comprises Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam
and China’s southwestern Yunnan
province, the organisation said.
“These species discoveries affirm
that the Greater Mekong is truly one
of the world’s richest and most bio-
logically diverse regions,” WWF-My-
anmar conservation program manag-
er Michelle Owen said in a statement.

26

Number of new species found in
Myanmar in 2012-13, according to the
World Wildlife Fund

In Myanmar, the WWF said, 14
plants, seven fish, four amphibians
and one reptile were identified. These
include a toad found in Tanintharyi
Region described as having “bumbpy,
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The brightly coloured bronzeback, also known as the saw-toothed bronzeback, i

chocolate-coloured skin and long,
slender limbs” and a new species of
intricately patterned dragonfish in
the Tanintharyi River basin.

Others include a species of ginger
plant discovered in Rakhine State
and the brightly coloured bronze-
back, a yellow-banded snake found in
southern Myanmar and neighbouring
Thailand.

The discoveries, the WWF said,
show the need for increased efforts to
protect Myanmar’s natural habitats.

“These amazing discoveries un-
derscore the urgent need for further
exploration and conservation across
the Greater Mekong, but especially
here in Myanmar,” said Daw Khin
Ni Ni Thein, the country director at
WWF-Myanmar.

“There are potentially thousands
of new species yet to be discovered
in Myanmar’s rich forests, rivers and
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oceans. We need to ensure they are
identified and their habitat protected
before it is too late.”

Myanmar’s forested habitats have
been particularly devastated by un-
checked development. According to
figures from the UN Food and Agri-
culture Organisation, Myanmar lost
almost 20 percent of its forest cover
between 1990 and 2010.

Logging operations have stripped
once-lush swaths of the country of
their trees as demand for timber in
neighbouring countries has grown.
Much of the felling and exporting is
thought to take place illegally.

The Environmental Investiga-
tion Agency (EIA) reported last
year that China recorded importing
10 million cubic metres (353 mil-
lion cubic feet) of round logs from
Myanmar between 2000 and 2013,
nearly double Myanmar’s officially

registered global export trade of
6.4 million cubic metres over the
same time period. The same report
found that that nearly 75 percent of
Myanmar’s timber trade is illegal.

President U Thein Sein’s govern-
ment has, however, started taking
stronger steps to protect the environ-
ment. A ban on the export of raw tim-
ber came in to effect on April 1in an
attempt to curb the illegal trade and
keep more money inside the country.

In March, meanwhile, two nation-
al parks were nominated as “priority
candidates” for UNESCO World Her-
itage Status. Natmataung National
Park in southern Chin State and the
Indawgyi Lake Wildlife Sanctuary in
Kachin State were selected from a list
of seven possible sites. If approved
they would become Myanmar’s first
natural sites to be given World Herit-
age status.

Myanmar to
sign sexual
violence
declaration

THOMAS KEAN
tdkean@gmail.com

MYANMAR has agreed to endorse the
Declaration of Commitment to End
Sexual Violence in Conflict ahead of
a major global summit this week, the
British embassy in Yangon announced.

The government came under fierce
criticism in September when it was
one of 50 United Nations members
that refused to sign the declaration,
the introduction of which has been led
by the United Kingdom.

However, on June 6 the British em-
bassy said Myanmar had become the
150th country to endorse the declara-
tion. The decision comes ahead of the
Global Summit to End Sexual Violence
in Conflict, which will bring more than
230 government delegates from all over
the world to London from June 10-13.

Myanmar civil society organisa-
tions will now be joined by an official
delegation at the event.

“Burma is the 150th country to
lend its support to this important in-
ternational campaign led by the Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary William Hague
and special envoy of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Angelina
Jolie,” the embassy said.

“We are also pleased that Deputy
Foreign Minister U Thant Kyaw will
be attending the Global Summit in
London next week. It is time to put an
end to sexual violence in conflict once
and for all”
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Civilians wait for end of
Kachin war, three years on

WALONE

walone14@gmail.com

THE old man with the hacking
cough fans away the thick smoke
as he boils a handful of unpolished
rice on the wood stove. The bamboo
walls and grass roof of his kitchen
are stained with soot. Instead of
curry, he is cooking what he calls
chaingdaw, a bundle of withered
leaves taken from the mountainside.

U Baran Aung, 70, is Kachin. He
and his family were displaced from
their home, along with more than
100,000 others now in IDP camps,
when the civil war between the
Kachin Independence Army and
Tatmadaw broke out in mid-2011.

“I’'m eager to go home, but I don’t
dare,” he said.

His swollen yellowish face and
scrawny body betray malnutrition
and disease. He whispers that he
wants to live in his own house and
work on his own farm like he used
to, before he dies.

U Baran Aung and his family
have lived in several camps main-
tained by the Kachin Baptist Con-
vention (KBC) in Kutkai township,
northern Shan State, for nearly two
years. On occasion they have had to
move to escape the fighting. This
camp, set up by KBC in 2011, now
has 365 people from 80 families.

The fighting between the KIA
and government forces will see its
third anniversary on June 9 with
no prospect of any cessation of the
clashes. Hopes of a return home are
fading.

The exact number of displaced
remains unclear, but most estimates
put the total for the three-year con-
flict at more than 100,000. U Dwe
Pisa, head of the Kachin Independ-
ence Organistion’s IDP assistance
committee, said there are more than
8000 displaced persons in KIA-
controlled areas along the Chinese
border.

“It’s very difficult to give an exact
figure. There are also a lot of people
in China and others hiding in the
forest along the border,” he said.
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Shan State on May 29. Photo: Wa Lone

And the numbers continue to
grow. In April, the Kkilling of a Tat-
madaw official who was providing
security for the census prompted an
offensive against KIA posts in Mansi
township, on the border of Kachin
and Shan states, displacing more
than 3000. Hundreds fled to China.

‘’'m eager to go
home, but1
don’tdare.

U Baran Aung
IDP in Kutkai township

The KIA and government mili-
tary leaders have agreed to form a
negotiating committee to help pre-
vent a resumption of hostilities.

U Hla Maung Shwe, a senior
adviser to the government’s peace
team, said the situation was still

An elderly woman and a child displaced by the Kachin conflict sit inside a bamboo home in an IDP camp in northern

fragile in the northeastern part of
the country, where various allied
ethnic rebel groups operate, though
tensions in much of the rest of
Kachin State have eased. He attrib-
uted this to the alliance between the
KIA and Ta’aung National Libera-
tion Army, which operates in north-
ern Shan State.

Colonel Than Oo, commander
of Kutkai Base Tactical Operation
Command, said this tension had
forced the Tatmadaw to deploy addi-
tional troops in northern Shan State
and southeastern Kachin State.

These additional forces have
complicated peace negotiations,
said Daw Kohn Ja of the Kachin
Peace Network. “KIA and Tatmadaw
leaders have taken part in peace
talks, but the Tatmadaw have sent
reinforcements to the front line. I'm
worried more fighting will follow,”
she said.

Both sides have used land mines
extensively around villages, on hills
and in farm lands, posing a threat
to residents wishing to return home.

“Despite the peace agreement

I've lost all my cattle to landmines.
We still can’t go home and work on
our farms,” said Daw Kaw Phan, 44,
who is one of more than 2600 IDPs
in the St Patrick Camp in the Man
Waing Gyi area of Mansi township.

At the same time, conditions in
the camps are deteriorating with the
onset of the monsoon and supplies
for the displaced are dwindling.

“UN agencies don’t have enough
funding, and WFP has announced
they will support only the poor-
est people in the camps” said Daw
Khon Ja.

Many IDP camps in remote ar-
eas need food, water and clothing,
as well as rainy-season emergency
health care for women and children.

“When and whether the dis-
placed families can go home de-
pends on the leader of the state. All
problems go back to the state level,”
U Dwe Pisa said.

It appears that for the old Kachin
man, U Baran Aung - as well as
thousands of others - the wait re-
turn home will continue for some
time yet.

CRIME IN BRIEF

Forestry official injured

by slingshot attack

A Forest Department official from
Insein township has been injured by a
catapult after overtaking a suspicious
vehicle near the start of the Yangon-
Nay Pyi Taw Highway.

Forester U Thein Zaw Htut was driv-
ing along the highway at about 4:20am
on May 29 when he saw a Toyota Corolla
heading toward Yangon. When he tried
to overtake the car, a person inside fired
at his Toyota Hilux Surf with a catapult.
The windscreen of the Surf shattered,
injuring forester U Myo Thant, who was
sitting in the front passenger seat.

Man dies after fall on building site
A man, 23, has been killed after falling
15 metres (50 feet) on a construction
site. The man was attaching a fire
hose on the site on Thein Phyu and
Mahabandoola roads in Botahtaung
township when he slipped and fell,
police said.

Woman loses jewellery

during house move

A Yangon woman has filed a complaint
with police after losing jewellery valued
at K70 million while moving from Min-
galar Taung Nyunt to Thaketa town-
ships. The woman engaged 10 workers
from a moving company to help her
move house. When she checked her
possessions on June 3 she found 13
pieces of jewellery were missing.

Body found in Yangon river

A corpse found in the Hlaing River near
a dockyard on the afternoon of June 3
has been identified as that of an 18-year-
old woman, who worked on the river
carrying rocks. Police said she had been
sleeping on a ship the previous day when
she fell into the river and drowned.

Vietnamese man killed in factory
AVietnamese national has died almost
two weeks after being hospitalised

for injuries sustained in a workplace
accident. The man, 31, slipped and fell
3.6 metres (12 feet) while checking air
pumps at a shoe factory in Yangon on
May 20. He was rushed to Yangon Gen-
eral Hospital but passed away on June 2.

Police arrest driver with no car
ownership documents

The driver of a Toyota Mark Il has been
arrested and charged on suspicion of
driving an illegally imported vehicle.
The man, 25, was stopped by a traffic
police team that was checking vehicles
on Parami Bridge in South Dagon
township. He was unable to show car
ownership documents when requested
by police. - Toe Wai Aung, translation
by Khant Lin Oo

Kuala Lumpur
Jakarta

jetstar.com

5017 Penang
S0139  Manila

Melbourne
377

S CHANGH

alrport dngapon

Fores guoked eve oo woy, tholoive al fon, Srpapeme. Juicds Aghss e opesies by ibatie ooy L0 (VF) Sngopoes Malboure Bghils ore cgomled by Jelslar Mrees (00 Oher coid Bt aojily, sl ding Jelslor Sondrhons of Comogu Jebub S Muwcpps P L



N )

J')

y Specials
5"~ 18" June,2014

FRESH FO0D

DO!.E FI.I.II APPLE THAI DRAGO

BEST CHOICE

TIFFAN
S\J.g.:u- Fr
Lhoool
/ al2g L
PUI'(.L‘IH.# Cratmeal (20
i-. ﬂ'..‘-\ L CIRE RS i —

- - Gle 11 I | ?r 1
—— 3 - | each/Ks
Buy any 1 tin , Geat o frea f
GLUCERNA Waler Bottle. < E T '
LOACKER

Ciepry Welir with Closis
Woardicy PSR e

MISTER POTATO

Cn'_\:.ﬂ Tariry Placi e

Ot Soncdwich L":-u-:nnw re———
&3 .5g¢ 137g/ 162 .|1.' el =

100g/Ks. =
265

ICE BREAKERS MY BIS TRIKO UGO

Super Free Crysich Mok De Cooa Pudding Coconitedy Lyches, Mohuemd Seactass Ralsn
-Cooimintf Sour ; Lyches ghionps. | p “Zoldf Write
(Assonad Beery/ Sra ‘ — 250 S

each/is, # ALl gl
[

'u d
TAI SUN Mma PHOL SUNFLOWER

Coiformi Pstochios Nut Bofhed > othen Super Relinadiinie Sugo & IE dammine Tec
Rooited Coshaw Muty ; i A54g

Buy Ks.25,000 @ Gel a free . ' _ Buy Ks.5,000 & Get a free B
Top Cashew Brittle 240g. EaUAL Water Boltle.

LACTASOY
Soy Milk Sweatensd
&'s x 300

: - "y I | 1 1#‘ 4 ] -
Buy &'s, Gel | pe Lociowoy Milk \ 2 |]5|] ﬂ*— i 1&2“ g Buy any 1 pkl, GEI-‘.!Free -

Light Plus Collagen (o) Grean Tea 125mi Moccona Mug:

MALEE

OO0, Pt Jusce
Crangs [hak
handarin)
-»t‘-::u:-a.- Gropa| @l:.nl; r.n-.'h h-'he

Buy 1 pkt, Ge'r a Free
Mikke Cofiee Mug.

VERA
Adoa i Dnnk , i
Lychoa 0 I

e G rooe
T ke

each/Ke. Ge _ : A8 wach/Ks.
4380 | &80 ' ) L5 Y 2:450

DUTCH LADY
LT Mtk L Feat

Buy Sﬂma 3 pkis, Gel a frea N - - ;
Kasel Verricall. 4 Buy Same 5 pkis. Save 10% O

| STAR CITY (THANLYIN) B 055-23150751/52/52 [18.00AM 1o 5:00FE1
| MYAY NI GHONE S OFSISUET 8004 13 10-08PH) Fm [SHOPPING MALL} S 018500515 1S:000M ta 8 098]
| ZAWANA W O1-5SA5TT 190088 (8 10SPNI | mericipte - . .
QOLDEN VALLEY 2 035730403 180008 1y 10 0400
| SHWE MYA YAR 5 01104003 LO00AM (o 0:00FM1 JUNCTION SQUARE % 01621053 (R000M ta R00MMI EMM & - MERVEATEY (FSEH R B-ORPY




Exclusively Available @ S— B EST c “ OI c E
marketplace 2o

= Ly By

BETTY CROCKER

* ORIGINS Ks.1.850 10 K5.6,450
F'-:mcuka iy Burttermilk

Crponic Red Eloney Bean DAISY

CHUNGJIUNGWON
Margarine Tanpa Kolesteral Roarted Loved Seascned Lovet
250g) 500G ; -

# TIPIAK ﬁfiﬁ?e
Concoa | I,

CHUNEJUNGWON
Ehatand) withy Tl E . v

Mayonmane
pe s

500

eoch/Ks. |

S

SHWE = ' AYEYAR
Peorut Cd S Fhwa Bo Pow Son Hmws
5 ’ g

-Fasion White Dinnet Sat Tempared Emance
g 9pc -Meozch Soup Flote
ia T d -Drasseat Picta
hapsody Cyonga \ -Dinner Pate
W-Purp ot 15c Drvcd Pigte 33.5cm
iod Bewl .,
2emi o @ Scimi

it
R T
MMmmmim. ==

: Ks.1700 10 Ks.11,250
MNEW OCEAN

HOLA L NEW OCEAN
Saring Trov Recio f Weshing Bowd Corclis with Hondie
- L0 t

Jurming Digh Dearsest with L

LUCKY BOY
Baify Towsal (Brown)
15" x 30"

-2 1 44"

21.000

| : 16:000
18.900 B NS 14500
THREE LINE LUME MAT
Pocs biat 18" x 24" (Thiok)
& x Tem

Gt Vousher

- - ILIKE US ON . P
@ ,:"5:; | fEI:EhIJDk g ’mﬂzm.u.f; :

All ieme limited (o Gpce per customoen [T
Citps Mot Sucpermimst Mypnmemas

I = st wigg 1 s

i Py W e i

skay bl St esesnalios | L
i OCATS A Ty At ks




Weekly Specials!

; 5h~18" June,2014

i L r
[
CAMAY PAPILLON LUX C'CARE; BEAUTE LIFE
Bar Boop Hand Soop Eh-:'.n Cream | Body Lonhgiiihy' Wiite :li Hak Seturn O
LEN Brciee - I". I i | Frness B r'r‘-rﬂ ' -lojabal Evaning Primreose Ol
i) | - tilk (Dql_.n T 0
hotili & HQ"IEIr 20|
SO0 a -] -~
Al
3o | B
each/Ks. _. each/Ks. |
- 3:550 g R — - 3900 L4 : )
Buy 3 pcs & above, uy ks, ove, m‘ gj & —
Gel 10% Off 3.200 Gel Sponge 1 pe, N 3,300
NIVEA KRACIE FINELINE HYGIENEm.., aun
Roll On Naksm Focial Cleoraing Foam Saftense Ralll a1 3|’W’1 e
Deacoranty Totol While Sefurm Lody | g b&q’"‘l - » - - o fFnk j’hl
25l S0mi = B —

GO0 \
.

each/ks. LHEE
700

i = n:::,l falye nolw Aatve
5 - I*‘ﬂ ;_

Price range from, 'c_‘k ﬁ Mumnm
Ks.1,050 10 Ks.2,200 -

Ks.3.820 1o Ks.A, sau msu. Ks!

DAILY wr GOOD CARE GLADE KAOD QORCHID
Cath '«‘Cl’lr'\l"'lg Loy Sanitany Nﬂ‘,.'l-!l" Soanted Gal Hoitel Baoch -Facka Tesle B &ﬂ"'ﬁ_f".lﬁ'l Ve Fhad
ALty oot Doy Coel A) Meomirs Frasrnas) Bhua i Bnk &".or’ oy A x 120 10 Rl 2
..i..".'.t‘l' 1L l"'ﬁ' -an 1 LErsartian | Lﬁ"fl als SO0 Lol bl
10 - F . | ncrull-arfe.ﬁ.?n{,_'mmra &
-PeEtylearte e 3002 mg = i 1 b
i T"‘nr D™ a ¥ by s ¥ m
AN s Eeng Mg (1S - L s [
't R i Al
ql — == o
= e L J
y "-q soch/Ks | eoch/Ks. |
Hlumunﬂm 1% 2100 BESEEE 86d
Ks.850 to Ks.1100 91 :

oo0
MNaphfhoiere Bal Big
B0 AT ——

_——1—._-
- -

2

aach/Ks,

2.560 s
23““ - Buy 3 pcs & above,
¥ Cn gl Get 10% OR
each/Ks. \
) | [ . ’ 7.-400
LUCKY MNAMILUX FUMIY AMA

Doy fron Portchbie Gon Coouer Bectic Hettle FX-71006 LT
HI: 156 M-I E2PE - w\
- I \
.I

i 41
1 BEE 14000
PHILIPS LUCKY FARFALLA
Huir Diryer Mce Cocker Haot Flate Single
HP-2103 DR-818 | FHP-31035 .‘
7 B
% i
H4-200 i
13,500 R | £
i
FUMIY AMA FARFALLA MIDEA
cotes e T ey 00
ok = (3 Wy CespesiEarl : - o
af -ﬂl'ﬂ '
AUNG SAN W I-TSI0IE SOATEY [5.000M s BA0FMI 1 YANKIN CENTRE & WI-A00T34 1S0UAM 19 9:50FM1 CHINATOWN POINT 5 01 7TA0GEES 1R0GAM 1o W00FH] i STAR CITY [THANLYIN) B 005-23150751/52757 110 00AM o 1:00F8]
47™ STREET & U1-7OUGTE, 20646 |RS0AM 1o B:B0FM) MYAY NI GHONE & 03510657 (90008 fa 10-00FN] SJUNCTION MAW TIN 2 0118759 [T-0000 by S.000M] Mlll [SHOPPING MALL) & 018500015 S-00AM ta § G078

JUNETION B & B1-B50778 138004 n S-007H1 | ZAWANA w0 O1-564537 (30088 i 1L08MN] THAMINE L

1 QOLDEN VALLEY & DR0300-43 100 1n 000
FMI CITY B D1BRTITY (DDA e B DOFM) | SHWE MYA YAR 5 00-200063 LO:00AM (o 0:00PM1 SJUNCTION SQUARE % 07510053 150048 1o B:00FE [m.“ .m_-'




www.mmtimes.com

News 19

INVESTIGATION

Fires spark Probox safety fears

Toyota insists there’s no problem with popular model following a spate of fires that some attribute to shoddy maintenance

AYE
NYEIN
WIN

ayenyeinwin.mcm(dgmail.com

OUTBREAKS of fire in Toyota
Probox cars are the result of poor
maintenance and botched repairs,
not faults in vehicle design, industry
professionals say. They say media re-
ports speculating that Toyota would
recall the vehicles are untrue and in-
stead blame drivers for causing the
fires by overloading the cars, or by
botched home repairs.

In March, a Probox in Insein
township sustained K6 million
worth of damage when it caught
fire due to an overheated engine, ac-
cording to police. In North Dagon,
a Toyota Succeed, a more advanced
version of the Probox, caught fire for
the same reason on April 30. Seven
days later, a grey Probox caught fire
on Kabar Aye Pagoda Road when its
engine overheated.

And these were not isolated inci-
dents. From January to May, police
figures show eight cars were serious-
ly damaged by fire in Yangon Region,
of which seven were Toyota Probox

‘People don’t
maintain their cars
properly ... Ifyou’re
going to do your own
repairs, atleast use
authentic parts and
clean oil.

U Han Shein
Toyota mechanic

A Toyota Probox was destroyed in a fire on Kabar Aye Pagoda Road on May 7. Photo: Supplied/Myanmar Police Force

or variant models.

It remains unclear, however, why
Probox cars are more susceptible to
fire in Myanmar than elsewhere.

Mechanic U Han Shein of Toyota
Tsusho Asia Pacific (TTAS), one of
two Toyota-affiliated service centres
in Yangon, insisted there was noth-
ing wrong with the design of the
cars. “Some newspapers have report-
ed that Toyota will recall the Probox.
It is not true,” said U Han Shein, who
has worked at TTAS for the past 17
years.

Ko Myo Myint Thein, the general
manager of TTAS, which is based

in Hlaing Tharyar Industrial Zone,
said Toyota’s head office had been
surprised to hear about the prob-
lem. So far, they have not issued any
warning or notification to drivers,
and the main Toyota service cen-
tre, on Kabar Aye Pagoda Road in
Yangon, has not received any formal
complaints from owners about the
problem.

“I asked [Toyota in] Japan and
they said they had never experienced
this in Japan. They said that if a cus-
tomer submits a complaint to the
Toyota [workshop on Kabar Aye Pa-
goda Road] then they can look into

the problem,” Ko Myo Myint Thein
said.

Toyota Probox and Succeed mod-
els, which generally have a 1300cc
or 1500cc engine, are widely used as
taxis and some experts say it is the
way they are being used that makes
them more likely to overheat.

“There is no particular reason
why Probox cars catch fire. Some
owners overload their vehicles, put-
ting a strain on the engine. They ne-
glect maintenance,” said car dealer
Ko Zaw Wait.

Botched amateur repairs and in-
adequate maintenance are other rea-

sons. A blocked catalytic converter
can lead to engine overheating, or a
cracked oil pipe can drip onto a hot
exhaust pipe.

“People don’t maintain their cars
properly,” said U Han Shein. “Some
people replace the original parts
[with poor quality substitutes]. They
get petrol mixed with the brake flu-
id and they leave scraps of cloth in
the engine compartment. All these
things can cause fires. If you’re going
to do your own repairs, at least use
authentic parts and clean oil.”

With no licensing or testing to en-
sure car workshops meet minimum
standards, poor repair work is not
uncommon, said Probox taxi driver
U Myint Naing. “When people buy
a second-hand car they sometimes
find the previous owner has installed
spare parts incorrectly, making the
car dangerous,” he said. “Others
overload their vehicles, causing a
risk of fire”

Mechanical engineer Ko Myo
from Yankin township, a Probox
owner who also runs a car work-
shop, agreed poor maintenance was
the likely cause. He has covered
more than 40,000 kilometres (24,855
miles) in his own Probox in the past
10 months, including trips to Shan
State.

“Nothing bad happened - cer-
tainly nothing like a fire - because
I always make sure it is properly
maintained,” he said. “Toyota has
been producing the Probox since
[2002]. Nothing has happened [in
other countries] until now and it has
a good reputation.”

But the spate of fires has made
many wary of the Probox, which is
fast becoming the workhorse of Yan-
gon’s streets.

“Now the weather is very hot so
I dare not hire a Probox taxi in the
middle of the day,” said Ko Aung
Kyaw from Latha township. “I only
take a Probox if I have no other
choice” — Additional reporting by
Toe Wai Aung
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Views

Global summit to
shine spotlight on
sexual violence

TINTIN
NYO

secretariat@womenofburma.org

THIS week British Foreign Secretary
William Hague and Angelina Jolie,
the special envoy for the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, are co-
chairing the Global Summit to End
Sexual Violence in Conflict.

More than 230 government del-
egates from all over the world will be
attending the summit in London, as
well as UN officials, INGOs and civil
society organisations. Many civil so-
ciety representatives from Myanmar
are also attending.

The summit is part of a new ini-
tiative on preventing sexual violence
being led by the British government.
Another key part of this initiative
is the Declaration of Commitment

Even with recent
reforms the use of
sexual violence by
the Myanmar army
continues unabated.

to End Sexual Violence in Conflict,
which almost 150 governments have
signed.

The aim of the summit is ambi-
tious. It aims to create “irreversible
momentum against sexual violence
in conflict and practical action
that impacts those on the ground”
Organisers want “practical agree-
ments” and to “identify specific ac-
tions” around four particular goals:

To improve investigations/
documentation of sexual violence in
conflict;

To provide greater support and
assistance and reparation for survi-
vors, including child survivors, of
sexual violence;

To ensure sexual and gender
based violence responses and the
promotion of gender equality are
fully integrated in all peace and
security efforts, including security
and justice sector reform; and

To improve international
stratigic co-ordination.

The British government deserves
much credit for organising this sum-
mit, and for inviting civil society
representatives from Myanmar to
attend.

However, to date we have not
seen the British government - or
any other government or United Na-
tions agency - prioritise action on
these goals in Myanmar. This is de-
spite the fact that even with recent
reforms the use of sexual violence
by the Myanmar army continues
unabated.

My organisation, the Women’s
League of Burma, recently published
a report, Same Impunity, Same Pat-
terns, which documented more than
100 cases of rape by the Myanmar
army soldiers since the election in
2010. Due to the restrictions on doc-
umenting human rights violations,
we believe this is just a fraction of
the true number.

These crimes are more than

random acts by individual soldiers.
Their widespread and systematic
nature indicates a structural pattern.
This is a state-sponsored strategy of
rape and other forms of sexual vio-
lence as part of counter-insurgency
tactics where civilians are deliber-
ately targeted.

Of the rapes documented in this
report, 47 were brutal gang rapes. In
28 cases the women were killed or
died from their injuries. Some were
as young as eight years of age, while
others were grandmothers.

If the British and other govern-
ments are serious about specific ac-
tion on their four priority goals, they
will have to change their current ap-
proach to the Myanmar government
and change the way they work in
other areas as well.

On the first goal of investigations
and documentation, the Myanmar
government has demonstrated be-
yond any doubt that it is unwilling
to conduct any thorough investiga-
tion into systematic sexual violence
committed by its armed forces. Pres-
sure should be maintained for it to
do so, but in the meantime a practi-
cal outcome from the summit would
be for the British government and
others to support the establishment
of an independent international in-
vestigation into sexual violence in
Myanmar.

On the second goal of assist-
ing survivors, there needs to be a
change of approach in funding. Lo-
cal community-based organisations,
such as the member organisations
of the Women’s League of Burma,
which actually come from and oper-
ate in conflict zones where conflict
and sexual violence is taking place,
and which assist survivors as well as
documenting cases, do not receive
sufficient financial support for this
work.

The third goal - ensuring that
gender-based violence responses
and the promotion of gender equal-
ity are fully integrated in all peace
and security efforts, including secu-
rity and justice sector reform - has
simply not been prioritised by the
international community. Women’s
participation in internationally
funded peace process initiatives is
extremely limited and consideration
of gender issues even more so. There
needs to be a sea change in the in-
ternational community’s approach.

On the fourth goal of internation-
al strategic cooperation, there is also
much room for improvement. There
is no consistent or coordinated en-
gagement from the international
community toward the Myanmar
government on the issue of sexual
violence. This leads the government
to believe that this issue is not a
priority for the international com-
munity and so is not one it needs to
act on.

This global summit signifies
how the issue of sexual violence in
conflict is now moving up the in-
ternational agenda. The large civil
society delegation from Myanmar
demonstrates that sexual violence
in the country is also moving up the
international agenda. The Myanmar
government is faced with a choice:
Act now to end sexual violence, or
soon face international pressure to
force it to act.

TinTin Nyo is general secretary of the
Women'’s League of Burma.

Najib’s creakin
reputation needs oiling

MITTON

rogermitton@gmail.com

MALAYSIA is blessed with lucrative

reserves of oil and gas, much of it lying

under the sea off the northeast coast.
The jewel in this bonanza is the

Tapis Field, 190 Kkilometres (118 miles)

offshore from Terengganu, a state
which, oddly, is rather poorly devel-
oped and among the least affluent in
Malaysia.

The reason for this is because the

federal government in Kuala Lumpur

takes all the oil money.
Once upon a time, after keeping
a hefty cut for itself, KL apportioned

the oil royalties among the nation’s 13

states according to their population
and overall needs.

Terengganu is sparsely populated;

indeed, aside from adjacent Pahang,
which is larger and more mountain-

ous, Terengganu has the lowest popu-
lation density in peninsular Malaysia.

So it got relatively little cash back,
despite its Tapis Field providing more

than 50 percent of Malaysia’s black
gold.
That was not nice, but the ruling

National Front government in KL fig-
ured that the country folks of Tereng-

ganu were too docile to complain
about something as base and grubby
as petrodollars.

After all, the state’s population is
almost entirely Malay, with only a

smidgeon of Chinese and Indians, and

they are traditionally strict practition-
ers of their Islamic faith.

So the main worry of the central
government was about inroads being
made by the Islamic Party of Malay-
sia, or Pas, rather than the iniquitous
distribution of oil money.

And somehow things worked out,
so that when, in the late 1990s, 1
interviewed the Front’s chief minister
in Terengganu, Wan Mokhtar Ahmad,
he had been in power for a quarter of
a century.

And it showed. He was a pleasant
old man, but not so much relaxed as
soporific.

Thus, it was not totally unexpected
when, in 1999, Wan Mokhtar was de-
feated and the Islamist Pas took over
oil-rich Terengganu.

If Najib were to lose
Terengganu the
knives would be out
to remove him as
party leader and PM.

But the then-Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad was furious, so
much so that he cut off all payments
of oil money to Terengganu.

It was illegal, it was immoral and
it was stupid; but that never stopped
Mahathir doing anything he believed
would serve his purpose.

The people of Terengganu suffered
so intensely that four years later they
voted the Front back in - on the basis
that Kuala Lumpur would resume oil
payments again.

But KL broke that promise and
held on to the money, and that

enraged everyone in the state, includ-
ing the sultan, who, at the next polls,
refused to swear in the Front’s chosen
chief minister.

A compromise candidate, Ahmad
Said, was installed instead, but he
proved inept and led the Front to a
dismal showing in last year’s gen-
eral election - and almost contrib-
uted to new PM Najib Razak losing
the state.

As a face-saving gesture, Ahmad
Said was told he could stay as chief
minister for another year, but then
must step down. The year was up last
month and he did not leave.

So Najib sacked him. And chaos
ensued.

The sacked minister resigned from
Najib’s party and took two other leg-
islators with him, thus depriving the
Front of its majority in Terengganu -
and panic followed chaos.

For if Najib were to lose Tereng-
ganu - on top of the four other states
he lost in last year’s general election
- the knives would be out to remove
him as party leader and PM.

So the trio who quit were coaxed
back - how, no one knows, but the
country’s most popular news website,
Malaysiakini, ran a column entitled
“How much will Najib spend to keep
Terengganu?”

A mountain of oil money was the
favourite guess, but Najib quickly
sought to silence his detractors by
launching a law suit against Malaysia-
kini for defamation.

The damage, however, has already
been done and his credibility has
taken such a pounding that even his
own party members blame him for
the debacle.

Today, Najib’s main source of
strength is that there is no clear
successor, but that situation could
change soon - and then not even
oodles of oil dosh may be able to keep
him in power.
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Why the imports crackdown will fail

SITHU AUNG
MYINT

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

ON May 27, the Ministry of Commerce
held a meeting in Nay Pyi Taw. Organ-
ised by the Prevention and Control of
Illegal Trading Central Committee, its
theme was “raising the share of prize
money for mobile teams”

At the meeting, Minister for Com-
merce U Win Myint proposed that the
proportion of prize money given to the
mobile teams that have been formed to
crack down on illegal trade is not high
enough to dissuade them from accept-
ing the bribes offered by smugglers. As
a result, illegal trade has been largely
unaffected by the introduction of the
mobile teams. This problem would be
cured, he argued, by giving a higher
proportion of the value of seized goods
to the team.

The question now is: Can it work?

Myanmar’s border trade figures
have always differed from those of the
countries that it trades with. This oc-
curs because goods that are legally ex-
ported from Thailand or China are not
allowed to be imported in Myanmar or
incur a high level of tax. To get their
goods into the country, traders pay
bribes to border officials and the items
are never counted as imports. The gap
is often in the billions of dollars and
gives an indication of the scale of illegal
trading on the Myanmar side.

Three years ago, when U Thein
Sein’s new government was formed,
the Union of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry

Workers carry goods from trucks stopped by a mobile team searching for illegally imported goods at the Nyaung Khar
Shae bypass in Bago Region’s Waw township, on the main highway to the Thai border, in December 2013. Photo: Boothee

nominated U Win Myint to take on the
post of minister for commerce. Increas-
ing illegal trade has been a problem for
him from day one. Nearly all check-
points founded under the former gov-
ernment have been shut down as they
were notorious for extortion, bullying

U Win Myint has
made the mistake
of trying to tackle
smuggling without
making any attempt
to fight corruption.

and threats against the public and trad-
ers. Instead of monitoring imports and
stopping illegal trade, they were rent-
seeking hotspots. Their raison d’étre
was to extract bribes. Despite these
closures, illegal trade has continued to
flourish in border areas.

Two years ago U Win Myint estab-
lished mobile teams to tackle illegal
trades. While described as mobile, they
operate from a fixed place once they
have been formed and in appearance
look like the old checkpoints. Regard-
less, the Ministry of Commerce says
that illegal goods valued at K12 billion
were seized over the past two years by
these mobile teams.

This figure, however, is inflated
by alcohol found at some warehouses
in Yangon and smuggled goods that
are occasionally caught at airports. In

reality, the amount that is seized has
been miniscule compared to the vol-
ume of illegal trade.

U Win Myint admitted on May 27
that the mobile teams have so far failed
to achieve their aim. Under the current
rules, the mobile team receives 10 per-
cent of the value of the seized goods,
while informants receive 10pc and the
government 80pc. Based on this ratio,
informants have received more than
K1.2 billion and police or immigration
officials have also received more than
K1.2 billion over the past two years.
This is not an insignificant amount.

During the meeting, UMFCCI secre-
tary U Aye Lwin proposed setting the
ratio at 50pc for the government, 15pc
for informants and 35pc for the team.
Meanwhile, U Win Myint, the Pyithu
Hluttaw representative for Myingyan,

proposed 60pc for the government and
20pc each for informants and mobile
teams. The new ratio will be confirmed
by cabinet.

It is likely to matter little which
figure they choose. U Win Myint has
made the mistake of trying to tackle
smuggling without making any at-
tempt to fight corruption among the
border officials. Proper scrutiny of
money transfers from Customs and
other relevant departmental officials
to their families and relatives will give
us a pretty good idea of how much cor-
ruption is taking place at border trade
points. The most noticeable example is
that about 300,000 motorcycles were
illegally imported into the country over
the past three years.

But the problem is not only border
officials: Sadly, the rot goes far deeper.

U Win Myint has also tried to tackle
the big boys of the smuggling world
by cracking down on illegal imports at
Yangon’s seaport and international air-
port. Under the program, cargo ships
would be examined before docking.
However, a lack of cooperation between
the police, navy and water transport of-
ficials meant this ambitious program
has also been a failure.

The plan to tackle trafficking by air
fizzled out before it even began. Before
the mobile teams began examining
air cargo, airport Customs officials be-
gan seizing valuable illegally imported
goods, such as mobile handsets and
computer accessories. This derailed any
chance of stopping corruption involving
airline staff, Customs officials, airport
security and immigration officials.

Smuggling is rife at border trade
points, airports and seaports. It in-
volves civil servants and even top-level
government officials. But U Win My-
int’s approach - to give more prize-
money to those who seize illegal goods
inside the country, rather than tackle
the corruption that enabled the goods
to enter - is doomed to fail.

- Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Business

US commerce head touts stronger ties

American officials open a Yangon commercial services office amid claims of improved relations, though some say US firms are holding back

TIM
MCLAUGHLIN

timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

US Secretary of Commerce Penny
Pritzker oversaw the opening of a
commercial services office in Yangon
on June 6 as the US looks to strength-
en economic ties with Myanmar after
decades of severely limited engage-
ment hampered by strict sanctions.
The commercial services office
will operate out of the US Embassy in
Yangon and will serve as a resource
for US companies that are looking
to investment in Myanmar as well as
Myanmar-based companies who are
looking to export products to the US.
Ms Prtizker, the first Commerce
Secretary to visit Myanmar, was
joined by representatives from Amer-
ican companies that had recently an-
nounced projects in Myanmar.
Colorado-based beverage con-
tainer manufacturer Ball Corp in May
announced plans for a US$40 million
production line that will sell cans to
Coca-Cola and other soft drink pro-
ducers with Myanmar operations.
At a signing ceremony following
the US Embassy event, Ball Corp offi-
cials con-

US Secretary of Commerce Penny
Pritzker. Photo: AFP

—

firmed that the plant would be located
in the Japanese-backed Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone, making it the
first of two companies to agree to set
up production in the SEZ. The other is
Japanese auto parts maker Koyo Ra-
diator Company.

Officials from APR Energy, a Jack-
sonville-headquartered  short-term
energy firm, announced that their 100
megawatt power generation plant in
Kyaukse, Mandalay Region was fully
operational. The initial contract for
the project was signed in February.

‘As your economy
continues to grow ...
more US companies
want to do business
in this country.

Derek Mitchell
US ambassador

A day after Ms Pritzker’s visit, ap-
parel maker Gap Inc said that it had
begun sourcing clothing made at two
factories in Yangon. The outerwear
is set to arrive in US stores later this
summer.

As of April 30, US companies have
planned to invest US$243.6 million
in Myanmar, according to figures
released by the US Embassy, lagging
well behind Myanmar’s top investor
China, which accounts for $14: bil-
lion in approved FDI, but also never
levelled sanctions against Myanmar’s
previous military government.

US officials were optimistic that
Myanmar could draw significant in-
vestment despite a business en-
vironment described by US
Ambassador to Myan-
mar Derek Mitchell as

“complex”.
“As your economy
continues to grow
and as your market

] |

US Ambassador Derek Mitchell speaks at a Ball Corp ceremony on June 6. Photo: Thiri Lu

continues to open, more US compa-
nies want to do business in this coun-
try and the United States government
is encouraging American companies
to evaluate the opportunities here
[Myanmar],” Ms Pritzker said.

But observers said that many com-
panies still look to be taking a wait-
and-see approach to the Myanmar
market, where a number of uncer-
tainties still remain.

“Many US companies still seem to

be holding back,” said Murray Hie-
bert, senior fellow and deputy direc-
tor of the Sumitro Chair for South-
east Asia Studies at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies.
“They recognise that the economic
environment continues to face many
challenges, including a pretty weak
infrastructure, limited legal protec-
tions, reforms that could face chal-
lenges from communal relations be-
tween Buddhists and Muslims, and

political uncertainty heading into
the 2015 elections.”

Ms Pritzker’s two-day visit to My-
anmar was part of a larger trip that
saw her make stops in Vietnam and
the Philippines and aimed to offer
assurance to ASEAN countries that
American economic engagement in
the region was a priority. In the past
investment has “seemed less impor-
tant to the US rebalance to Asia than
security relations”, said Mr Hiebert.
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MOGE begins corporatisation

AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

THE state-owned Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise (MOGE) began its corporati-
sation process last week, inviting part-
ners for a joint venture in several up-
and midstream petroleum activities.

MOGE asked for expressions of in-
terest for partners to form joint ven-
tures in drilling, pipeline construction
and maintenance and seismic explora-
tion in onshore blocks.

Myanmar’s government has an-
nounced plans to transform MOGE
to an independent state-owned cor-
poration, aiming to increase its per-
formance and separate its oil and gas
regulatory functions from its business
activities.

“This is the beginning of the corpo-
ratisation process for MOGE,” said U
Than Min, a MOGE director.

The joint ventures for drilling, pipe-
line construction and seismic explora-
tion will start in 2015, though there are
many steps in the joint-venture pro-
cess, he said.

MOGE is also looking for foreign
consultants to assist with the process
to establish JVs.

The deadline for expression of in-
terest (EOI) tenders is June 30, when
initial documents are to be submitted.

Industry observers said they wel-
comed the move, as it will increase the
professionalism and viability of the
state-owned firm.

“Doing joint ventures is a good way
to help improve MOGE,” said U San
Lwin, retired MOGE managing director.

The enterprise is constrained by

poor technology, access to financing
and human resources, all of which
could be improved through partner-
ships with foreign firms.
“Corporatisation or privatisation
still depends on government policy,
but the structure of MOGE really
needs to transform,” U San Lwin
said. In the future MOGE could be
modelled after PTT Exploration and
Production in Thailand and Malay-
sia’s Petronas, both state-owned cor-
porations that have expanded into
international oil and gas production,
including in offshore Myanmar.
MOGE also intends to sign pro-
duction sharing contracts with 10

international oil and gas companies
for 16 onshore blocks this month,
after several months’ delay. The on-
shore tender began early last year,
with winners announced in October,
though the production sharing con-
tracts have yet to materialise.

Foreign companies predominated
in Myanmar during the colonial pe-
riod. British-owned Burmah Oil Com-
pany (BOC) was nationalised in 1963
as the state-run oil company, and was
renamed MOGE in 1989.

Some 7500 barrels of oil and 65
million cubic feet of natural gas are
produced on average daily under
MOGE’s management.

An offshore petroleum platform in action. Photo: AFP

Bloom gone from flower farms

HLAING KYAW SOE
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm

A LAND dispute has turned off the ir-
rigation taps and hurt crop yields in
Mandalay Region’s Kan Kyi Kome, ac-
cording to area farmers.

The flower farmers in Manda-
lay Region’s Pyin Oo Lwin township
claim the land was confiscated from
them in 2005 to build a pharma-
ceutical factory, but they continued
growing flowers on the unused land
around the factory in a live-and-let-
live arrangement until a meeting last
month.

On May 23 factory officials met
with the farmers, warning them
not to cultivate flowers on the land.

While negotiations about land use
are continuing with the factory
owners, the farmers must vacate in
August, according to farmer U Phyo
Lin Zaw.

The factory had also provided wa-
ter for the farmers, but the taps have
been shut off following the May 23
meeting, putting the flower crops at
risk, he said.

“We are now facing water difficul-
ties because the flowers need water-
ing every two days, and gasoline to
run the pumps cost K6000 for one
use,” he said.

Factory official U Than Htoo said
at the May 23 meeting that he will
work with top company officials to
provide compensation in cash or land

round. Photo: HI
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for the farmers if they are forced to
vacate the land.

Flower prices have also declined
this year due to their poorer qual-
ity, increasing the difficulties for the
farmers, said flower farmer Daw
Than Myint.

A bouquet of flowers from the
Kan Kyi Kome fields fetches between
K700 and K800 wholesale this year,
less than half of last year’s high of
K1800, farmers said.

Daw Than Myint said farmers will
have no choice but to vacate if the fac-
tory demands it.

“We will have to go if they tell us to
move out. Now they don’t supply us
with water anymore,” she said.

— Translation by Khant Lin Oo

MPT partnership
talks drag on
with foreign firm

AUNG
SHIN

koshumgthaldgmail.com

TALKS between Myanma Posts and Tel-
ecommunications (MPT) and Japan’s
KDDI continue despite passing an in-
ternal deadline, according to insiders.

MPT officials told The Myanmar
Times previously that an agreement
would be announced by the end of May,
but now they say there is no firm end
in sight.

“Both sides want to sign an agree-
ment as soon as possible, but detailed
discussions still continue,” said U Than
Tun Aung, director from MPT’s Posts
and Telecommunications Department.
“I cannot you give a target date for
signing an agreement.”

MPT held a closed tender with
KDDI, France’s Orange Telecom and
Singapore-based SingTel last year, be-
fore telling KDDI it was the preferred
partner in December.

U Than Tun Aung said a joint opera-
tions agreement will be signed before
a joint venture partnership, with both
firms pledging different amounts of
capital.

KDDI leads a consortium also in-
cluding Japan’s Sumitomo and two
local partners: Myanmar Information
and Communication Technology Devel-
opment Corporation and Al Construc-
tion Company.

‘The main thing ... is
what appointments
MPT’s staff will

hold in the new
partnership.

U Kyaw Soe
MPT spokesperson

Officials from KDDTI’s rivals voiced
displeasure about the process.

“We found out that MPT was to
partner with KDDI through the media,”
said an official from Orange who re-
quested anonymity. “It is not transpar-
ent that they didn’t inform us or official
make an announcement.”

The initial request for proposal
from MPT also stated that a partner-
ship agreement needed to be signed
with a preferred partner within three
months, though five months have since
elapsed, the official said.

Orange met with MPT for partner-
ship negotiations in early December
as part of the tender before MPT in-
formed the French firm it had chosen
another unspecified partner at the end
of December 2013.

“That is all I would like to comment
at the moment,” the official said. “We
will make an official announcement
detailing the process when MPT and
KDDI sign the official agreement.”

Negotiations between MPT and the
three foreign firms commenced after
they missed out two licences issued to
Telenor and Ooredoo in April last year.
The licensing process for Telenor and
Ooredoo has generally been described
as transparent and fair.

Ministry spokesperson U Kyaw Soe
said there are several issues that still
require discussion.

“The main thing we are now dis-
cussing is what appointments MPT’s
staff will hold in the new partnership,
as well as an agreement on technology
and investment,” he said.

However, U Kyaw Soe declined to
confirm the firm which MPT is cur-
rently negotiating.

“We have already chosen the poten-
tial partner. It is MPT’s right to choose
whoever they like. We will choose the
international partner that can be the
most profitable,” he said.

One source requesting anonymity
said a main sticking point is the future
of MPT’s 11,674 staff in the venture.

MPT is currently the sole telecoms
operator in Myanmar, though both Tel-
enor and Ooredoo are expected to be-
gin operations in the coming months.

Pronto Services Emall :
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+95 9 2050 107, +95 9 4480 26156
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Rubber growth bounce
leads to smuggling rise

AYE THIDAR
KYAW

ayethidarkyaw(@gmail.com

RECENT increases in rubber produc-
tion are not reflected in export statis-
tics, leading officials to conclude that
illegal exports are on the rise.

Trucks carrying raw rubber
wrapped in plastic to conceal the
smell often try to slip undetected
through the borders, while others
deliberately underestimate the size of
their rubber loads at the border, all in
a bid to avoid export duties.

“Some traders have found they
are able to carry rubber anywhere
in the country without inspection
and can carry it easily to other coun-
tries,” said U Khint Myint, secretary
of the Myanmar Rubber Planters
and Producers Association.

Domestic rubber production is
thought to top 160,000 tonnes per
year, though official statistics have
recorded consistent exports of about
90,000 tonnes per year. With domes-
tic demand at about 10,000 tonnes
annually, the numbers do not add up
- and a substantial amount is likely
diverted to illegal exports, he said.

“Catching these informal rubber
exporters would likely mean Myan-
mar’s official exports would be at least

“But if not, illegal exports will likely
get bigger - so the government needs
to urgently conduct effective raids.”

The export of raw rubber is out-
lawed in a bid to keep processing jobs
in Myanmar, but trading partners are
said to prefer raw rubber to Myan-
mar’s semi-processed rubber, leading
to smuggling. Some illegal traders are
also keen to avoid paying taxes, such
as a 2 percent tax on exported goods
that began in June last year.

Illegal exporters are thought make
use of popular trade routes such as

‘Some traders have
found they are able
to carry rubber ...
without inspection.

U Khint Myint
Rubber association official

Muse and Chinshwehaw linking Shan
State and China, and illegal links in
the Payathanzou border area near
Thailand, he said, adding it is more
difficult to illegally export from My-
anmar’s sea ports.

U Khint Myint said he advocated
for stricter regulations and more ef-
fective enforcement to cut down on

Ministry of Commerce officials
said that an additional 10,000 acres
have been planted with rubber an-
nually over the past several years,
though you would never know it look-
ing at the export statistics.

Some 90,000 tonnes of rubber was
exported three years ago when pro-
duction was at 120,000 tonnes, said U
Win Myint, director of the ministry’s
Trade Promotion Department.

Yet export statistics for the 2013-
14 fiscal year show nearly the same
90,000 tonnes being exported, de-
spite production having increased to
160,000 tonnes.

U Win Myint said much of the in-
formal rubber exports probably goes
to Thailand, as they have many facto-
ries for processing it.

Thailand is the world’s largest
source of rubber, producing some 3.51
million tonnes in 2013, according to
Bloomberg news wire.

Requesting anonymity, the owner
of one trading company who regular-
ly exports through Muse said border
traders generally demand cheaper
unprocessed rubber, as the legal semi-
processed rubber produced by local
factories is often low quality.

Unprocessed rubber currently
fetches under US$800 a tonne, while
rubber processed at the RSS standard
commands about $1800.

The trader said his counterparts
who used legal channels not only had
to worry about paying taxes, but faced

A Proximity pump in action. Photo: Supplied
E -

Proximity bags a
green energy prize

MYANMAR'’S Proximity Designs won
an Ashden Award from the United
Kingdom-based organisation for its
work in green energy.

The awards aim to highlight
“ground-breaking green energy cham-
pions”, with Proximity getting the nod
along with four other international
firms selected this year.

Proximity designs and sells a num-
ber of technology products targeted at
rural areas, such as water pumps and
solar lights, said Proximity social im-
pact manager Ma Su Mon.

“Our products are intended to meet
the farmers’ requirements in rural My-
anmar,” she said. “They’re all about
saving money and time [for the farm-
ers]”

One of its main products is foot-
powered treadle pumps. It claims to

in rural areas, and also began selling
solar-powered lights in 2012. Proxim-
ity is also a microfinance provider.

“The foot-operated pumps draw
up water from wells, dramatically in-
creasing yields and income for rural
farmers,” Ma Su Mon said.

The next planned product is a
home solar panel project, she added.

The firm also sees competition
from Chinese products in rural areas,
but targets small-scale farmers who
cannot spend much money. “Our prod-
ucts are designed to be more durable
than other products and we allow in-
stallment payments as well,” said Ma
Su Mon.

Proximity began as the Myanmar
country offices for International De-
velopment Enterprises in 2004, before
officially becoming Proximity in 2008.

100,000 tonnes this year,” he said. those unfairly exporting their rubber.  higher labour and transport charges. have sold some 90,000 to 500 villages — Nyan Lynn Aung
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Pepsi to use Shan State
spuds 1n 1ts Thai chips

AW
HTIKE

zawhtikemjn1981@gmail.com

THAI consumers munching on
Lay’s and Doritos-brand chips could
soon be eating Myanmar-grown po-
tatoes, as Pepsi plans to buy thou-
sands of tonnes of potatoes from
Upper Myanmar, according to Pep-
siCo spokesperson Jennifer James.

PepsiCo (Thai) Trading has
agreed to work with domestic firm
Capital Diamond Star Group to ex-
port potatoes from Shan State to
Thailand.

“Pepsi is one of the largest ag-
riculture businesses in the world,”
said Ms James.

“We see Myanmar, particularly
Shan State, playing an important
role for producing potatoes for our
business in Thailand,” she said.

Globally the firm uses some 4
million tonnes of potatoes a year
for its products, including Doritos,
Cheetos and Lay’s brand chips. It
plans to import 3000 tonnes from
Myanmar to Thailand in 2014, with
further increases targeted.

The two firms began pilot potato
growing in Shan State in 2011, ex-
porting 90 tonnes, said Capital Dia-
mond Star Group managing direc-
tor U Ko Ko Gyi.

“We will continue increasing the
amount of potatoes to export. We
have expectations to eventually ex-
port up to 100,000 tonnes of pota-
toes yearly,” he said at the opening
ceremony for a modern storage fac-
tory on June 3 in Aung Ban, Shan
State.

Capital Diamond Star Group has
set up the US$500,000 facility in
Aung Ban and also started contract
farming with local potato growers.

‘If farmers profit
from this business,
we will also profit. It
they don’t, we won’t
either.

Daw Aye Sandar Lwin
Capital Diamond Star Group

Company director Daw Aye
Sandar Lwin told The Myanmar
Times that the firm will offer a pre-
mium of nearly 30pc to farmers on
local potato prices to ensure the
supply. It will also require farmers
to transition to the Atlantic variety
of potato, claiming the yield is near-
ly twice as high as local varieties.

“If farmers can profit from this

business, we will also profit,” she
said. “If they don’t, we won’t either.”

Myanmar potato farmers can
produce a good product, but the
rudimentary warehouse and distri-
bution system means potatoes often
spoil before getting to market. U Ko
Ko Gyi said improvements to the
potato logistics network can help
offer steady potato prices.

“We hope to create a new supply
chain for the Myanmar potato mar-
ket,” he said.

Although Capital Diamond Star
Group officials are keen to tout the
benefits of the Atlantic type of po-
tato, some farmers remain uncon-
vinced that a transition to the va-
riety will immediately support their
bottom line.

U Aung Than Kyaw, chair of
a potato producer association in
Heiho township in southern Shan
State, said he had tried growing At-
lantic potatoes on 30 acres of land.

“It is true that we can get more
profit from growing Atlantic pota-
toes if they are well managed, but
right now farmers aren’t used to it
and we are turning losses with At-
lantic potatoes,” he said.

Capital Diamond Star provided
fertilisers, seeds and insecticides
to be paid for after harvesting, so
farmers do not need to worry about
securing capital for their business,
he said.

“However, we still need to get
used to the new variety.”

UNDP moves out of
microfinance as assets
transferred to PACT

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com
PYAE THET PHYO

THE United Nations Development
Progrm (UNDP) transferred its My-
anmar microfinance assets to Pact
Global Microfinance Fund at a Nay
Pyi Taw ceremony on June 4.

The move will allow Pact NGO
to independently run the microfi-
nance operations after many years
of being the lead agency in the
UNDP’s Myanmar microfinance
program, officials said.

The UNDP began in 1997 as the
pioneer microfinance project in
Myanmar “at a time when such ser-
vices were nonexistent”, said UNDP
country director Toily Kurbanov.

“Now with the necessary legisla-
tive changes and local capacities de-

‘Now with

the necessary
legislative changes
... others can carry
on with the work
we started’

Toily Kurbanov
UNDP country director

veloped through our project, other
service providers can carry on with
the work we started,” he said.

The UNDP’s Myanmar microfi-
nance program was the country’s
largest non-government small loan
finance project, though the industry
has seen increased international in-
terest in recent years following the
passing of the Microfinance Law.

“The enactment of the Microfi-
nance Law in November 2011 estab-
lished a regulatory framework for
the microfinance sector, creating
space for licensed microfinance ser-
vice providers and allowing UNDP
to exit retail microfinance opera-
tions and to leave behind a long
lasting institutionalised legacy,” the
UNDP said in a statement.

The UNDP/Pact program has
provided about K677 billion
(US$70 million) in loans to 392,624
households, with some 98 percent
of clients being women. Under
the agreement, all UNDP’s former
funds and assets will remain in the
country to provide services and
contribute to an expanding micro-
finance sector.

Minister of Co-Operatives U
Kyaw San said the UNDP’s program
had shown that microfinance in
Myanmar can be a success if it fol-
lows international best practices.

The Ministry of Cooperatives
and the UNDP also signed a memo-
randum of understanding on June
4 in Nay Pyi Taw.
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Shan coftee perks to
highs at season’s close

UPPER Myanmar coffee growers say
a bean shortage pushed recent coffee
prices to highs unseen in three years,
driven by Chinese demand.

Coffee beans asking prices in-
creased to K3 million per tonne in
May, though many farmers sold their
coffee earlier in the year at around
K2.1 million per tonne.

“Last year production fell in half,
so we all expected higher prices this
year. We just didn’t know they’d go
this high,” said U Kyaw Win, a trader
from Naung Cho township’s Moe Htet
Coffee Garden.

Although asking prices were
higher in May, many farmers have

been reluctant to sell, eyeing more in-
creases on the horizon, according to
U Kyaw Win.

“This year’s closing price will be
next year’s opening price, so we really
hope to sell at a high rate for next sea-
son,” he said, adding he hoped for the
season’s prices to close around K3.3
million per tonne.

Although Mandalay Region has
seen a lighter-than-usual monsoon
season, the farmers say there has been
sufficient rain for the coffee beans.

Coffee is grown predominantly
in Mandalay Region’s Pyin Oo Lwin
township and Naung Cho township in
Shan State. — Kyay Mohn Win

IN PICTURES

Fencing goes up around
the century-old Burma
Railway building.
Renovations of the
building will transform it
into a modern upmarket
hotel, part of the
US$400 million mixed-
use Landmark project
developed by Yoma
Strategic.

Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that China Tobacco Fujian Industrial
Co., Ltd. a company organized under the laws of P.R. China and
having its principal office at No. 118, Lian Yue Road, Xiamen,
Fujian, P.R. China is the owner and sole proprietor of the following
trademarks:-

GOLDEN BRIDGE

(Reg: No. IV/2337/2014)

(Reg: No. 1V/2338/2014)

The above two trademarks are in respect of :-
“Tobacco; smokers’ articles; matches” Class: 34

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for China Tobacco Fujian Industrial Co., Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9" June, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Tenaris Connections BV, a company organized under the laws of
The Netherlands and having its principal office at Locatellikade
1, 1076 AZ Amsterdam, The Netherlands is the owner and sole
proprietor of the following trademarks:-

TENARIS

(Reg: No. I'V/3856/2011)
(3.5.2011)

(Reg: No. I'V/3857/2011)
(3.5.2011)

Use in respect of:- “Common metals and their alloys; metal
building materials; transportable buildings of metal; materials of
metal for railway tracks; non-electric cables and wires of common
metal; ironmongery, small items of metal hardware; metallic pipes
and tubes; safes; goods of common metal not included in other
classes; ores.” International Class: 6,

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements, or fraudulent
intention of the above trademarks will be dealt with according
to law.

Moe Mynn Thu

Rouse Myanmar

for Tenaris Connections BV.

No0.206(A), No. 37 Alanpya Pagoda Street,
Dagon Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Phone: (+95) 09 4317 1046

Dated: 9" June, 2014

Ministry restarts mobile
enforcement teams

AYE THIDAR
KYAW

ayethidarkyaw(dgmail.com

MOBILE enforcement teams will re-
start their investigations into illegal
trade at Yangon’s busiest port termi-
nals after the process slowed in Janu-
ary, according to government officials.

Ministry of Commerce teams will
prioritise high-volume terminals
such as Myanmar Industrial Port,
Hteedan, Asia World and Bo Aung
Kyaw, while facilities at Sule and
Thilawa will receive less attention as
they are less busy, said U Tin Ye Win,
director for the ministry’s Illegal
Trade Prevention and Supervision
Control Committee.

Even some of the largest domes-
tic firms use informal methods to
avoid taxes, and have been known
to pressure government officials,
making it difficult to enforce the
rules, he said.

The mobile teams are well-known
for their role in raiding imported
liquor from large suppliers such as
GMG, Quarto and Premium late last

year, though the teams were first cre-
ated in 2012 to focus on border areas
and Yangon warehouses.

Plans to extend the scheme to
ports had been delayed for months
as large corporations friendly with
senior authorities objected, he said.

“Checking in the border areas is
like job training for us. [Working at
the ports] is the real high point as we
have to meet with the biggest com-
panies,” said U Tin Ye Win.

The teams plan to start their en-
forcement checks in June following
announcements in the local media.
Yangon ports routinely handle about
80pc of national imports and exports.

‘They put cars in the
containers with the
juice bottles. There’s
no limit to what they
cando.

U Tin Ye Win
Ministry of Commerce official

U Tin Ye Win said exports statis-
tics improved with the introduction
of the mobile teams, with fewer en-
trepreneurs risking illegal exports.

Border trade was worth about
$25 billion in the 2013-14 fiscal year,
an increase of about $6.7 billion on
the year previous, he said. Raids con-
fiscated goods worth about K15 bil-
lion last fiscal year, he added.

The overall Ministry of Com-
merce program targeting illegal
trade will have a budget this year
of about K18 billion, to be spent on
x-ray machines and employing staff
from various sectors including home
affairs, police stations, businesspeo-
ple and media experts.

Traders and officials have been
free to negotiate between them-
selves without a third-party check
for many years, resulting in traders
bringing in different or more items
than are listed on official manifests,
he said.

Traders also have mixed different
products, such as one importer of
ostensible “juice bottles”, said U Tin
Ye Win.

“They put cars in the contain-
ers with the juice bottles,” he said.
“There’s no limit to what they can do.”

Stock exchange woos bank interest

KYAW PHONE KYAW
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm
HTOO THANT
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm

PRIVATE banks have the strongest
potential to act as security compa-
nies for the planned Yangon stock
exchange, according to Sumiyuki
Kazama, a senior executive with ex-
change partner Daiwa.

Regulations forming a Securities
and Exchange Commission (SEC)
have been drafted but not yet ap-
proved. After the SEC is set up it can
issue rules governing what firms can
fill securities roles such as dealers,
brokers and underwriters, as well as

BILLION

Paid-in capital from both partners in
the planned Yangon Stock Exchange,
according to officials

rules licensing the exchange itself.

Several Myanmar banks, includ-
ing Asia Green Development, Unit-
ed Amara and CB, were invited to
a May 31 conference partly in an
effort to pique their interest about
eventually acting as security com-
panies, said Mr Kazama.

Daiwa officials pointed to IT in-
frastructure and skilled labour as
two important areas that need to be
developed.

“It is obvious it will be difficult
to find skilled staff, as there has not
been a stock exchange,” Mr Kazama
said.

Deputy Finance Minister and
chair of the stock exchange com-
mittee U Maung Maung Thein said
at the conference the SEC should be
formed this month.

U Maung Maung Thein told a
June 4 session of the Amyotha Hlut-
taw that the planned Yangon Stock
Exchange is to be 51 percent owned
by state-run Myanmar Economic
Bank with a paid-in capital of K32
billion (US$32 million) when it
launches in 2015.

The remaining 49pc will be di-
vided between Japan’s Daiwa Secu-
rities Group and the Tokyo Stock
Exchange, he said.

There have been attempts to
launch a stock exchange in Myan-
mar since the mid-1990s, with an
over-the-counter style exchange
currently in operation on Yangon’s
Sule Pagoda Road. The Securities
and Exchange Law was enacted in
2013 with an eye to building a more
modern Yangon stock exchange,
though a number of follow-up regu-
lations are still required.

The emergence of the stock ex-
change will allow investors the
chance to generate money, issuers
to increase their access to capital
and could also lead to economic
expansion, including more job op-
portunities, U Maung Maung Thein
said.

Myanmar Agribusiness Public
Company and Asia Green Develop-
ment Bank have been identified as
strong candidates for eventual list-
ing by officials.

There are over 100 public com-
panies in Myanmar, though Inami
Shigeto, managing director of the
Myanmar  Securities Exchange
Centre, previously said the new
exchange is aiming for over four
suitable companies to list when it
eventually launches.

— Translated by Leanne Aung
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With the financial sector reforming, the economy rising and foreign banks set in to bring
expertise and competition at a level never before seen, 7he Myanmar Times is proud
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Thai rice pushes Myanmar out of Africa

LAW
HTIKE

zawhtikemjn1981@gmail.com

MYANMAR rice exporters are being un-
dercut in the important African markets
by a flood of exports as the Thai junta
offloads millions of tonnes of stored rice
at discounted prices, according to Myan-
mar rice trading officials.

Myanmar 25 percent broken rice
had been commanding about US$335
per tonne in African market, a compet-
itive price compared to previous Thai
prices of $400. But the Thai military
junta that came to power in a May 22
coup has lowered prices to $320 per
tonne in Africa in a bid to offload rice
stocks purchased during the govern-
ment of Yingluck Shinawatra, Myan-
mar traders said.

Top Myanmar rice exporter U Law
Maw Myint Maung said the price com-
petition is slowing business in African
countries, which together constitute
an important market for Myanmar’s
rice exporters.

“We are having lots of trouble sell-
ing rice on the world market, especial-
ly to our major African buyers,” he said.

The Thai policy to buy rice at inflat-
ed prices from Thai farmers to gain po-
litical support and then store in a bid to
corner the world rice market is closely

associated with the Red Shirt govern-
ment of ousted premier Yingluck Shi-
nawatra.

Thailand was thought to have about
15 to 16 million tonnes of rice sitting in
warehouses last week, according to The
Bangkok Post on June 5.

With much of the African market
closed to Myanmar traders due to the
low prices, rice exporters are relying on
Chinese demand, said U Lu Maw My-
int Maung.

“China’s demand for Myanmar rice
is quite strong at the moment. This is
a major relief for our rice market,” he
said.

Rice traders say Myanmar exports
about 60,000 tonnes monthly through
Muse in Shan State to China at pre-
sent, with prices of about $4:33 to $449
a tonne for 25pc broken and $490 to
$497 for higher quality 5pc broken.

The European Union market is
also increasingly demanding Myan-
mar rice, though it only accepts mostly
high-end 5pc broken rice at about $410
to $420 a tonne, he said.

“Myanmar’s rice exports won’t fall
too badly from Thai competition this
year because demand from China and
the EU are quite high,” said U Lu Maw
Myint Maung, adding total exports
should be between 1 and 1.5 million
tonnes, with China being the largest
destination.

Myanmar Rice Federation secretary
U Ye Min Aung said Thailand’s move
to offload its buffer stock will affect

Shlppmg contalners walt at aThai port. Photo: AFP

exports, “but I don’t think it will make
the market collapse, as much of Thai-
land’s rice has been stored for a long
time, and the world market prefers
fresh rice”

Myanmar’s rice export volumes are
also only about an eighth of Thailand’s,
which was the world’s largest rice ex-
porter until 2012, after the Yingluck

government was elected.

“We don’t need to worry too much
about Thailand as we are not their ri-
val on the world market yet,” he said.
“But we will have to worry when My-
anmar can produce 5 million tonnes or
so a year.”

Myanmar Rice Federation chair U
Chit Khaing said Thailand is also pre-

occupied with politics, which could of-
fer a relief for Myanmar traders.

“I don’t think Thailand has a stable
policy towards trade right now, and it’s
not certain they will continue selling
rice at a low price,” he said. He added
diversifying export markets to more
EU and Middle Eastern buyers is im-
portant for the rice industry’s future.

Mandalay
industry
cries out for
govt lending

THAN NAING SOE
thennaingsoel@gmail.com

THE government’s allocation of loans
worth K1 billion to small and medium
sized enterprises (SMEs) in Mandalay
is “insufficient”, U Kyaw Myint, the
minister of electricity and industry
for Mandalay Region, said last week.

Mandalay SMEs are clamouring
for more capital they say is vital to
upgrade their outdated technology.

Some K1 billion in total lending
has been allocated to Mandalay’s
SMEs, though each industry can
receive a maximum K100 million,
meaning it is conceivable only 10
SMEs would receive loans out of a
total of 7400 SMEs registered in Man-
dalay, he said.

Across Myanmar some K20 billion
in loans is to be extended locally to
SMEs through the Ministry of Indus-
try at interest rates of 8.5 percent.

“Since Yangon and Mandalay have
more enterprises than any other
states or regions, we will not have
enough loans [in those places]. And
so I requested the vice minister of In-
dustry to supply K2 billion more from
the remaining K5 billion when he
came to Mandalay last month,” said
U Kyaw Myint.

Each of the 14 states and regions
has been allocated K1 billion with an-
other K5 billion in reserve.

Another K1 billion that was ear-
marked for Nay Pyi Taw district coun-
cil has been re-allocated in response
to complaints last year about how
just 62 businesses received loans, sug-
gesting SMEs are not being targeted
effectively.

“We businessmen are very inter-
ested in the K1 billion loans. But if we
have very few loans, they are not sup-
plying SMEs’ needs. In fact, it does
not look like the government really
wants to develop SMEs. It is just for
show;” said U Ye Win Aung from Man-
dalay Industrial Zone.
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Expat health nightmare planning

ANDREW WO0D
enquiriesmyanmar(@fsplatinum.com

IN May I wrote two articles about med-
ical insurance. Many thanks to all the
readers who wrote to me. I have an-
swered the detailed and specific ques-
tions personally. However, there was a
common thread amongst the enquiries
extending the matter of medical insur-
ance to the broader aspects of what
happens in a catastrophic situation.
Being an expat can be dangerous
in that we live in countries to which
we are unaccustomed. Sometimes
problems occur which leave situations
where either we or our families and

None of us expect

to meet with an
accident or contract
adreaded disease
which can leave us
in an absolutely
hopeless situation.

friends find it difficult to cope. Much
of this seems to stem from the attitude
that it will never happen to me. Un-
fortunately this is untrue; I have first-
hand knowledge.

By protecting yourself with medical
insurance you are ensuring that sick-
ness or accidents afford you sufficient
financial support from your insurer. But
what about situations which are worse?

One expat I know in Myanmar re-
cently fell on very difficult times. Fred
lived on a budget and always told me
that he would survive without medical
insurance. He and his wife were living
around 100 kilometres from Mandalay.
All appeared to be well until he devel-
oped a bad back. It got so bad that af-
ter a week he went to the local clinic/
hospital. They did not really help him
and he eventually went back home. We
chatted on the phone and he said he
was not sure what to do but would let
me know how he progressed.

A week later I received a call from
his daughter saying that Fred needed
to be admitted to a hospital with a sus-
pected broken hip. This might need
medical evacuation and he needed to
access part of his offshore savings. Be-
fore we had processed the withdrawal
Fred had died.

A few years back I also encoun-
tered another situation where an ex-
pat suddenly died in Thailand. He had
investments but had been too lazy to
make arrangements to account for
the possibility of a terrible event oc-
curring. Then he died unexpectedly
and there was turmoil because no one
really knew what to do. I was rather
surprised at that time when so many
“friends” suddenly appeared out of
the jungle and claimed that they had
loaned money to this person or paid
his hospital bills earlier, claiming
some reimbursement.

No one knew how to contact this
expat’s family back in his country of
origin. This hurdle was eventually
overcome and the family became in-
volved in the arrangements a month
later. He had not made a will and this
complicated the situation very seri-
ously. Securing a grant of probate in a
number of countries, where assets are
owned, can be a very daunting task.
Families have enough to deal with the
grief of losing a loved one let alone all
the red tape they need to face in situa-
tions like these.

The point here is that the unexpect-
ed happens to us when we least expect
it and if we have not gotten ourselves

The Fine Print

organised in preparation for this pos-
sibility we leave ourselves and often a
number of others in some very difficult
circumstances.

Almost without exception no one
plans to die unexpectedly. If you have
contracted a terminal disease then the
situation is slightly different as there
is usually time to make arrangements.
However, I also met an expat with can-
cer a few years ago, who asked me to
help him arrange his affairs. Before
we had gone too far along the road of
getting this done he died and what he
had planned could not be structured
as he had wished.

Similarly none of us expect to
meet with an accident or contract a
dreaded disease which can leave us in
an absolutely hopeless situation. But
it happens so you are well advised to
make a plan to cover such eventuali-
ties. Prepare for any situation. Make
sure you have left instructions on
what to do if you are incapacitated
through illness or injury. Have a ca-
tastrophe plan in place.

Questions to the author can be directed
to PFS International on +66 2653 1971
or emailed to enquiriesmyanmar@
fsplatinum.com

Setting up

SEBASTIAN PAWLITA
sebastiandpwplegal.com
KYAW ZAY YA
kyaw(@pwplegal.com

MYANMAR Japan Thilawa Devel-
opment (MJTD), the developer and
operator of the Thilawa SEZ, two
weeks ago started to lease land to in-
vestors intending to set up factories
in the SEZ. The total area of the SEZ
is nearly 2400 hectares, but a “class
A area” comprising 396 hectares is
to be developed first. The Class A
area is, in its turn, divided into three
zones to be developed successively.
The plots recently leased, or about
to be leased, to investors are all in
the “phase 1 zone” which comprises
about 200 hectares.

According to press reports, a total
of 45 companies have confirmed to

a factory in the Thilawa SEZ

invest in Thilawa which would mean
that all plots in the phase 1 zone are
already taken. In reality, however,
there still appear to be vacant plots
as not all investors seem to be carry-
ing through their investment plans.

Potential investors have to submit
an investment proposal and their
business profile to MJTD. Investors
from Japan apparently can also con-
tact Marubeni, Mitsubishi or Sumi-
tomo directly in Japan. These three
companies together hold a 39 per-
cent stake in MJTD.

If MJTD is of the opinion that the
business is suitable for the SEZ, the
investor and MJTD sign a letter of
intent and negotiate the leasing fee
(although we would expect that inves-
tors do not have much room to negoti-
ate). Presently, MJTD seems to expect
investors to pay US$70 per square

metre. The initial term of the lease is
50 years and can be renewed once for
25 years according to the SEZ Law.

MJTD and the investor then sign
a land reservation agreement. The
investor has to pay a deposit in the
amount of 30pc of the total leasing
fees for 50 years. The land reservation
agreement is valid for four months.
The remaining 70pc has to be paid
once the lease agreement is signed.

The investor can apply for an in-
vestment permit and company reg-
istration with the SEZ management
committee once the deposit has been
paid. The MIC is not involved. The
management committee offers a one-
stop service; It issues, or organises
the issuance of, investment permits,
company registration certificates,
entry visas, certificates of origin, con-
struction permits, etc.

The investor must construct the
factory within 6 months after having
signed the land lease agreement.

“Phase 1 zone” is divided into a
“free zone” and a “promotion zone”
The free zone is for export-orientated
businesses that export more than
75pc of their manufactured goods.
Such businesses enjoy the most tax
benefits, in particular an exemption
from income tax for seven (instead
of five) years, a 50pc reduction of the
income tax rate for the following five
years, and duty-free import of con-
struction materials, raw materials,
machines and other goods used in
the construction of the factory or the
production process.

Sebastian and Kyaw are consultants
with Polastri Wint & Partners Legal & Tax
Advisors.

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Dart Industries Inc., a Company incorporated under the laws of the
State of Delaware, of 14901 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Orlando,
Florida, 32837 U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Tupperware

Reg. No. 5673/2011
in respect of “Class 8: Cutlery, namely, utility knives, paring knives, chef
knives, butcher knives, bread knives, carving knives, cheese knives, steak
knives, filleting knives, tomato knives, food zesters, forks, cake cutters,
cheese planer; non-electric fruit and vegetable peelers and can openers;
hand operated food dicers, choppers, grinders, slicers and food processors;
hand tools, namely, knife sharpeners and honing steel sharpeners. Class
16: Printed matter, namely, catalogs, sales aids, demonstration guides
and educational materials. Class 21: Containers for household or kitchen
use not of precious metal, bowls and covers therefor, pitchers and covers
therefor, salad or gelatin molds and covers therefor, colanders and covers
therefor, mugs and covers therefor, sugar and creamer dishes, canisters,
thermal insulated tote bags for food and beverage, plates, tumblers and
covers therefor, water bottles, sports water bottles, salt, pepper, and butter
dispensers, spice racks, corn cob holders, trays for serving, manual salad
spinners and covers therefor, cake and pie carriers, decorating bags and
containers for decorating baked and other goods, cookware, namely,
plastic containers and casserole dishes and covers for use in conventional,
convection and microwave ovens, heat resistant resting plates for

spoons, cutting boards, ice trays, pastry sheets, cookie cutters, squeegees
for household use, lunch boxes, napkin rings not of precious metal,
coasters not of paper and not being table linen, charms for attachment
to beverage glassware for identification purposes, glassware, beverage
stirrers, toothbrush containers, soap dispensers; household utensils,
namely, sifters for household use, bulb basters, hand-operated spice
mills, rolling pins, spatulas, turners, whisks, spreaders, food scoops, food
graters, garlic presses, bottle openers, ice cream scoops, serving tongs,
barbecue tongs, spoons, and kitchen ladles and serving ladles. Class
28: plastic toys, games and playthings. Class 35: Advertising; business
management; business administration; office functions; organization
of fairs and exhibitions for economic and advertising purposes, also
in the Internet; advertising, advertising consulting, publicity services;
marketing, marketing consulting; commercial and business consulting,
organization and sale consulting; selling assistance, namely consultation
in respect of sales techniques and programs; retail services through home
party and on the Internet; presentation and collection of goods (for others),
for advertising and sales purposes; demonstration of goods for advertising
and sales purposes”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark will be
dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.H.G.P.,.DB.L.
for Dart Industries Inc.

P.O. Box 60, Yangon Dated: 9 June, 2014

Work on
Pansodan
jetty starts

SHWEGU THITSAR
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm

IN a further boost to local transporta-
tion, work began on June 1 to build a
new jetty at Pansodan. Myanma Port
Authority and the Ministry of Trans-
portation held a groundbreaking cer-
emony the previous day.

The new development comes as the
September completion date of the Dala
jetty and bridge nears. The work is al-
ready 60 percent finished.

The new Pansodan jetty will be
more than 6o metres (200 feet) long
and will include a modern two-storey
passenger guesthouse, said U Kyaw
Myint, general manager of Myanma
Port Authority.

The existing Pansodan jetty has
been in use for more than 60 years and
is still being used for transportation.

In the place of the old ships that for-
merly transported more than 30,000
passengers between Pansodan jetty and
Dala jetty, three new double-decker,
1000-seat ships will arrive from Japan.

“The new ships will start to run
between the two jetties as soon as the
renovations are complete,” said U Zaw
Moe Myint. After the renovation of
Dala jetty, the old guesthouse at the
jetty will be demolished and replaced.

Dalajetty is being built with the help
of the Japanese International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA), and Pansodan jetty
will be constructed by Japan’s JFE. It is
located 90m west of the original jetty.

“This is the first time we've used
these construction methods in Myan-
mar, but the new jetty will be better
than the old one,” said U Zaw Moe My-
int, the second engineer of Dala dock,

The Dala jetty is about 36m wide,
8m high, more than 2m deep, and in-
cludes two platforms.

IN BRIEF

Little action in Tarmwe township
TARMWE apartments have so far es-
caped the torrent of speculation driving
up prices in many areas of Yangon,
according to realtors.

Purchasing prices have increased
about 10 percent over the last year, but
the rental market is stable, said Ko Tun
Tun from Phoenix real estate agency.

“There’s a lot of apartments avail-
able in Tarmwe so the prices haven't
increased too much,” he said.

Many consumers are also becom-
ing interested in purchasing houses,
which generally requires travelling
further afield to areas such as South
Okkalapa, he said.

Prices have increased over the past
year to settle at K150,000 at the lower
end.

Local resident Ma San San Htwe
said that there are many shops and
good transportation links in the area,
making it a nice place to live.

- Myat Noe Oo

Chengdu project makes a bid for
Myanmar property buyers
Developers of the Neptune Centre
project in Chengdu, China are looking
for Myanmar buyers, according to Tan
Peng Dareen, marketing director of
Luxe real estate.

Touting strong ties between China
and Myanmar, the firm claims to be
offering office space, serviced apart-
ments, hotels and residential units.

It made its pitch at sales sessions in
Yangon on June 6 through 8.

The centre is 31 storeys, compris-
ing a separate serviced apartment
block and an office tower. Services
apartments between 51 and 99 square
metres cost between US$100,000 and
$150,000, officials said, adding the
booking fee is $4000.

- Tin Yadanar Htun



JOB WATCH

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
YANGON

JOB VACANCY

The Australian Embassy in Yangon is a medium-sized diplomatic agency representing the Australian
Government in Myanmar. It is staffed by employees of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the
Australian Federal Police, the Department of Immigration and Border Protection, the Australian Trade
Commission and the Department of Defence.

The Australian Embassy is seeking applications for the following position.

Australian Government

Australia #

Australian Trade Commission UNLIMITED

Business Development Manager —
Resources & Infrastructure

The Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) is the Australian Government’s trade, investment and
education development agency. We are looking for a high achieving professional who is experienced in
business development and marketing to join our office in Yangon.

Your responsibilities will be to identify, develop & promote business opportunities in Myanmar for
Australian companies in the resources & infrastructure sectors, undertake market research and analysis,
and provide advice to Australian businesses on market conditions, market entry strategies, potential
partners and Myanmar’s regulatory environment.

The successful candidate will have a tertiary degree combined with a minimum 3 years’ marketing and
promotional experience, be fluent in both written and spoken English and Myanmar languages, and have
well developed local business networks plus excellent research, analytical and communication skills.
Industry knowledge in the resources and/or infrastructure sectors will be highly regarded.

For further details and to apply online, please visit our website and complete our online application form
at: www.austrade.gov.au/BDM-Yangon.

Alternatively, the application form, selection criteria and duty statement for this position may be obtained
from the Australian Embassy, 88 Strand Road, Yangon.

Applicants must address the specific selection criteria for the position. Applications may be submitted
online at the above website, or lodged at the Australian Embassy, or emailed to

austembassy.yangon @dfat.gov.au.

Closing date: 4:00 pm on Friday, 20 June 2014 (Yangon time).

Note:

1. The Australian Embassy does not discriminate in regards to race, ethnicity, gender or age.

2. Only those candidates whose qualifications and experience are of further interest will be contacted for
an interview.

VACANCIES

THE NORDIC HOUSE
The Mordic House is the home of the offices of the four Nordic Diplomatic Missions in|
Myanmar: The Diplomatic Mission of Denmark, The Diplomatic Mission of Finland, The |
Embassy of Norway and The Embassy of Sweden, Section Offiee Yangon. The four diplomatic |
miszions hive common premises and adminisirmtion |
Wi are currently looking to recruit Myanmar nationals for the following positions to join our
dynamic Myanmar and Noedic team.
(1) Secretary /Administrative Assistant - 1 Position Job ref: 05714
(2} Diriver - swedish Section Office - 1 Position Job rel: (06/14
(3) Driver - Diplomatic Mission of Finland - | Position Job rel: 07/14
(1) Secretary (Administrative Assistant
Responsibilities: Manage meetings and appoimments, wavel armngements, coordination
of visits and delegations™VIF, handle protocol matiers, coordinate transpont and messenger |
service, update contact lists and other secretarial and administrative tasks o back up in the 1
Mordic Stafl Pool
Required qualifications: Geod command of both written and ol English and .\.t}':_|||||1._|r'
langunges, service minded, good ability to work in team, Aexible, good computer skills {Excel, |
Word], crestive, ability to manage several tasks simulianeously,
(20 & (3) Driver
Responsibilities: Driving diplomats, visitors and stafl in town as well as out of town irips, |
secure handling of office affairs and messenger service, maintenance of cars, Working overtime |
and weekends must be \"1'1\'\,‘[\'(5.
Required qualifications:
Valid driver’s license, good knowledge of Yangon and Myanmar lecations, minimum five |
vears of documented working experience, training in VIP-cscorting will be preferred, |
knowledge of govermment procedures is an advantage. Should be prepared for janitor duties |
and service work. |

For all positions, applicition including Job rel, cover letter, CV and supporiing documents (o
be submitted 10 Head of Administration, Royal Norwegian Embassy, No. 7, Pyi Thu Street, |
Pyay Rood, 7 Miles, Moyangone Township, Yangon (or) by mail to emboyangond@nfi,no with |
copy to sweswe.aungidmfa.no

Closing dute for applications: 13, June 2014

Emerging Markets
EMC Consulting

Emerging Markets Consulting (EMC) is a leading consulting firm dedicated to using international
best practices and hard won local knowledge to help our clients answer their most difficult strategic
questions. We conduct research and analysis for top local and international clients in the business
and development sectors. EMC is affiliated with Emerging Markets Investments (EMI), which
manages a regional private equity fund.

EMC offers our clients a blend of international expertise and extensive local knowledge, which is
delivered by country-based teams. As our business continues to grow across the ASEAN region, we
are seeking an analyst to join EMC’s Myanmar team. At EMC, team members have the opportunity
to work in a cross-cultural and fast-paced environment while gaining firsthand experience in
business strategy and development models in Myanmar.

Job Title
Analyst

Position
National

Location
Yangon

Application Deadline
20th June 2014

Apply: Interested applicants should email a curriculum vitae and cover letter by the 20th June
2014, to mmcareers@emergingmarkets.com.kh. Only short listed candidates will be contacted
for interview. For further information on EMC and the job opportunity, please see the detailed
vacancy announcement at the following website:
http://Iwww.emergingmarkets.asia/EMC/Opportunities.html

VACANCY - .Job ref: 04/14
THE MORIDNC HOVUSE
The Nowdic Honse is the hose of the offices of the four Nordie Diplomatic Missions in
Myanmar; The Diplamatic Mission of Denmark, The Dipfomatic Mission of Finlaud,
The Embassy of Norway amd The Embassy of Sweden, Section Office Yangon, The four
diplomatic missions have commen premises and administration

Embassy of Sweden, Section Office Yangon

We are currently looking to recruit a Myanmar national to join our dynamic team. The

incumbent will work for Sweden and its development program, but can also be given

assignments from the other countries,

& Program Manager = Development

Responsibilitics

I'he overall responsibility of the National Programme Manager (MNPM) is 10 prepare,

follow-up and evaluate the Swedish support 10 our partners, Focus will be put on

contributions in the areas of Human Rights, Freedom of Expression, Accountability

and Pewce processes.

Professional qualification

= Academic degree in Political Science, Human Rights, or related field

- Working ¢xperience in development cooperation (including development, assessment,
and follow-up of developmem assistance), within Human Rights, Freedom of
Expression, Accountability, gender and the Peace Process

= Excellent command of English language (orally and written),

Cieneral information

- The Swedish Section Office aims to fill this position in August 2004,

- Female applicants are encouraged to apply.

- In vour application please indicate vour salary expectations.

= An application letter should be sent together with a CV 1o Section Office of Sweden,
Mo 7. Pvi Thu Street, Pyvay Rd. 7 Miles, Mavangone Township, Yangon or by mail 1o
tomas. lundstrom@gov.se with a copy to parichan. phongphisuthubpaf@gov.se with
subject: NPM-Position 04714 nod Fater than 13 June, 2004,

- Inmterviews with short listed candidates will be held in Yangon in June, 2014

MYANMARTIMES
[HFwndic:a

Call: Chan Tha Oo
chantha.mem @gmail.com
09: 25400 G188
01: 392928

00

APPLY NOW!

Country operation manager Finance controller
(Freight forwarding) Accountant

Sales manager (FMCG) Telecom Engineer

Sales manager HR manager

(Power supply/ Telecom) Recruitment controller
Marketing manager Procurement manager
(FMCG/ Telecom) Health and safety support
Business development Legal adviser/ legal executive
Executive Sous chef/ Head chef
(service industry) Commis /Steward

Sales executive Secretary

(EMCG/ Trading) HR executive/

Finance manager Administration executive
Chief accountant Receptionist

No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road,
Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007
Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com
www.esearchmyanmar.com www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar
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Property

Don’t forget safety 1n the building boom

MYAT
NYEIN AYE

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

IF the sheer number of “Safety First”
signs were any indication, Yangon’s
construction sites would be safe plac-
es to work. But as a casual stroll past
too many development sites reveals,
workplace safety is often not the high-
est priority.

Hardhats and personal protec-
tion equipment often go unworn and
safety procedures go unfollowed. Un-
dertrained workers operate danger-
ous equipment. Construction workers’
derring-do on bamboo scaffolding of-
ten resembles the flying trapeze, with-
out the benefit of a safety net.

Indeed, just last week a 23-year-old
man died after falling 15 metres (50
feet) on a construction site, slipping to
his death while attaching a fire house
on a building in Botahtaung township.

There is no better time than now
to discuss health and safety given the
construction boom underway in Yan-
gon. Many of the jobs are dangerous,
and industry observers say there is a
remarkable lack of awareness about
safety measures. It is important that
the workers building up the city are
not forgotten in the development rush.

“It's not only developers but
also workers who don’t have strong
awareness about workplace safety,”
said Daw Khin Swe Win Ko, manag-
ing director of Enchanting Safety
Education Centre.

“We need to increase awareness.
Without awareness, there will be ac-
cidents all the time,” she said.

Although there is no disputing that
spreading awareness is a main chal-
lenge, there is also a financial com-
ponent with developers’ approach to

BUSINESS EDITOR: Jeremy Mullins | jeremymullins7@gmail.com
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Workers at a constructlon site with prominent safety signs should be talking about safety Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

workplace safety. Some developers
may know the law but decide not to
follow it due to costs.

U Aung Ko, a safety officer with
AK Safety Group, said a developer in
Mandalay approached him claiming
that following stricter safety guide-
lines would cost K3 million, while he
expected to pay out about K500,000
in the event of an accidental con-
struction death.

Profits are naturally the prime
motivation for developers who are

building much-needed homes and
offices, but should not be the sole
guiding force for the construction
industry. Developers should always
take reasonable measures to protect
their workers.

“Developers should support safety
awareness without focusing on the
financial aspects alone,” U Aung Ko
said at a May 31 seminar. “Workplaces
should be safe for everyone.”

Many of Myanmar’s current laws
on workplace safety stretch back

over a half-century, such as the 1951
Factories Act. Ministry of Labour
officials began work on a revamped
workplace safety law in 2012,
though it is still some time away
from becoming law. A draft has been
submitted to the Union Minister of
Labour for approval, said ministry
official U Okkar Thein.

Although a revamped law may help
the situation, it will require enforce-
ment to be truly effective.

Construction consultant U Soe

Thein said Singapore has a Ministry of
Manpower that is effective in pursuing
violations of safety regulations, often
resulting in fines or orders to stop
work if the situation warrants.

“The Myanmar government should
both promulgate safety laws and in-
spect workplaces, as well as spreading
awareness,” he said.

Yangon’s construction scene may
be booming, but its workers should
not be forgotten in the rush to develop
the city.
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Shangri-La Residences
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“Many US companies still seem to be holding back. They recognise World leaders come
that the economic environment continues to face many challenges.” together for D-Day
WORLD 36

— Murray Hiebert, senior fellow at Center for Strategic and International Studies

Condo Law sent back
to the drawing board

MYAT NYEIN AYE
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

WEAKNESSES in the recently com-
pleted draft Condominium Law
need to be addressed before it can be
promulgated, according to officials
from the Department of Human Set-
tlement and Housing Department
(DHSHD).

Although it is targeted to become
law this year, some in the industry
have pointed to a number of prob-
lems with the current draft.

Virtually all of Yangon’s recently
constructed “condos” are not consid-
ered condominiums in the draft law
as they were not built on freehold or
grant land, according to one reading
of the law.

“The condo law should clearly set
out minimum ownership standards
[for the land] to decide what is a con-
do,” said Daw Moe Thida, assistant
director of the housing department
under the DHSHD.

“We will submit the law to re-
sponsible departments, who will go
through it point by point. There are
some weak points compared with
other international condominium
laws,” she added.

The draft Condominium Law had
made it as far as the hluttaw before
government officials were requested
to take another look.

Although the land ownership
question is one main concern with
the draft, there are a number of other
areas needing attention, according to
experts.

Daw Moe Thida also said extensive
condominium management rules are
also not included in the law.

“There are some weak points with
condo management. We will point
out all the weak points in the law
and will upgrade it to make it bet-
ter,” she said.

Foreign buyers will also be able to
own some units in condominiums,
but under the current draft only in
condos built on freehold and grant
land, according to DHSHD Depart-
ment of Urban and City Planning di-
rector Daw Aye Aye Myint.

With most so-called “condomini-
ums” being built on leased land rath-
er than grant or freehold land, they
would be off-limits to foreign buyers
under the draft law.

“It’s a big question for foreign
buyers. Under the former law they
couldn’t own land or houses, but in a
[revised] condominium law you could
see foreigners being allowed to buy
condos,” she said.

Moreover, it needs to be clearly
laid in the law out how to register
land ownership with the DHSHD or
Yangon City Development Commit-
tee, she said.

Built-Operate-Transfer plans are
also often used for new investments,
and rules governing this should also
be included in a law, said Daw Aye
Aye Myint.

What happens when the lease ex-
pires is not clear, particularly whether
the government will give new leases
or extensions to the tenants after the
full 70 years currently allowed.

Myanmar Real Estate Service As-
sociation general secretary Daw Moh
Moh Aung said there are many ques-
tions left unanswered, blaming it
partially on the self-interest of some
drafting the bill.

There are many concerns from de-
velopers that the government drafting
teams did not address, she said. For
instance while condos built on free-
hold or grant land can be mortgaged,
she would like to know if ownership
of a condo built under BOT terms can
similarly be used as collateral.

“We have to get the best solution
from all different sides,” she said.

T e
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Some houses are meant to impress. This
modern building on Mindhamma Road in
Myanagon township is sure to wow your
guests. The house itself is beautiful, but
equally impressive are its skyline views.

With four master bedrooms, a living
room, shrine room and two maid rooms,
there’s plenty of space, which is a good
thing. If you're living here, visitors will be
a fact of life.

It has large windows allowing plenty
of natural light, and a prominent balcony
directed toward downtown Yangon that
offers a pleasant place to relax in the eve-
ning. There’s a large kitchen and dining
room.

A well-kept green garden and impres-
sive fountain will be the perfect place to
host an evening party.

Make a social satement

Built in the western fashion, the brand
new house comes with the range of ame-
nities you'd expect, including air condi-
tioners, telephone land lines and munici-
pal water. It is not completely furnished
but comes with beds, bureaus and some
tables and chairs.

Its Mayangone location is a little out of
downtown, not far from the Ocean shop-
ping centre at North Point.

- Tin Yadanar Htun

Location: Mindhamma Rd, Nature Park
Residence, Mayangone tsp.

Price  : $15,000 per month
(negotiable)

Contact : Estate Myanmar Real
Estate Agency

Phone : 09-43118787, 09-73114860

Yaw Min Gy1 offices to open

JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7(@gmail.com

THE York Center office building on Yan-
gon’s Yaw Min Gyi Street aims to open
its doors this month, offering minimum
six-month leases to firms looking for of-
fice space.

Scipio Services has agreed to a man-
agement services agreement with the
property owner, rather than develop-
ing the project through a long-term
lease on Build-Operate-Transfer terms
often employed by large foreign firms,
according to Scipio managing director
Brett David Miller.

Long-term leases are suitable for
firms with longer horizons, such as
hotels, but often have high capital re-
quirements and a permitting process
that can be discouraging to smaller for-
eign investors with shorter investment
horizons, he said in a press release.

The firm provides capital for reno-
vation, aiming for increased returns
over the management period, while
landowners can benefit from equity

Work wraps Vup on the York
Center offices. Photo: Yu Yu

appreciation, the release said.

“Our clients looking for commercial
space in Yangon told us they wanted
optimal office sizes, flexible and afford-
able lease terms and to be in a profes-
sional-looking building in a great loca-
tion,” said Mr Miller.

Initially built as a residence for the
Pyi Thu Sanda Medicine family in 1972,
it was built by the same engineer behind
Karaweik Hall on Kandawgyi Lake.

Purchased by a new owner in 1981, it
was a residence until 1990 when Korean
firm Daewoo used it as an office build-
ing. In 2012, Daewoo vacated the prem-
ises, with Scipio renovating the property
in 2014.

The three-storey building is 18,000
square feet, with up to nine separate of-
fices, and is located on the former York
Street - now Yaw Min Gyi Street - near
the Park Royal Hotel in Dagon township.
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RESIDENCE

PUN HLAING

EERVICED AFPARTHENTS

ENVIABLE LOCATION, TASTEFULLY APPOINTED
Refreat to the lush surrounding of Myanmar's most exclusive gated golf
Community with the 18 hole Gary Player Golf Course at your doorstep. Infroducing
THE RESIDENCE at Pun Hlalng. New luxury three bedroom, fully fumished serviced apartments.
Available for Immediate Occupancy Starfing from Ks. 4,800,000
Also available to rent Furnished & Unfurnished Apartments and Villas Starting from Ks. 2,900,000

Contact the sales and Marketing office

Tal: [951) 684 013, 484 244, 687 800

www.punhlainggolfestate.com
E-mail: theresidence@punhlainggolfesiate.com

theresidencepunhlaing

YOMA

fo

International hospital. 18 hole Gary Player golf course. Luxury properties. 24 hour security. Intfernational school.
Counifry Club. Spa. Grassed lennk courls. Swimming pool. Conlinantal restaurants. Driving range.
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Telenor SIM cards set to
arrive in September

AUNG KYAW NYUNT
aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com

TELENOR will launch their K1500
SIM cards in September, CEO Petter
Furberg announced last week. The
over-the-counter sales will require
no pre-registration.

“The fixed-price cards will work
immediately on insertion into the
phone,” he said, adding that the
cards would be sold to anyone pro-
ducing an identification card.

Mr. Furberg said “The 3G
network will normally provide
700kbps to 1IMbps in peak hours,
and 4-6Mbps in off-peak hours. The
2G network will normally provide
100Kbps to 150Kbps with traffic.”

He said 4G LTE services would
be on offer once enough LTE-ena-
bled phones had entered the mar-
ket.

The Telenor network will com-

prise 8000 base stations. The con-
struction of the first 1000 would be
the most challenging task, he said.

Though Telenor is promising
that consumers will be able to buy
as many SIMs as they wish, Mr.
Furberg dismissed any worries
about the SIM card black markets
that have bedevilled MPT attempts
to give away cheapcards, saying
that the sheer volume of SIMs be-
ing released will make reselling
unlikely.

“We don’t expect a black market
in our cards because we have so
many outlets and anybody can buy
them freely, even in rural areas.”

Both Telenor and Oooredoo were
awarded licences to operate tel-
ecoms services in February. Oore-
doo has announced plans to launch
their SIM cards and complete 400
towers during the third quarter
of 2014.

IN PICTURES

The robot
‘Pepper’ was
unveiled

in Tokyo

last week.
Developers
claim it can
understand
and respond
to 60-80
percent of
small-talk. It
will go sale
next February
with a price of
198,000 yen.
Photo: AFP

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Etude Corporation, a company incorporated in Republic of
Korea and having its registered office at Floor No. 11, 191, 2-ka,
Hangang-ro, Yongsan-ku, Seoul, Republic of Korea, is the owner
and proprietor of the following Trademark:

Reg. No. 4/870/2011 (3 Feb 2011)

In respect of “Cosmetics; Make-up preparations; Lipsticks;
Mascara; Eye shadows; Solid powder for compacts for cosmetics
purposes; Hair shampoos; Beauty soaps; Beauty masks;
Dentifrices” in Class 3.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use, or actual or colourable imitation
of the said Trademark shall be dealt with according to law.

U Than Maung, Advocate

For Etude Corporation

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.
#1505-1508-1509, Sakura Tower,
Bogyoke Aung San Road, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 9 June 2014 utm@kcyangon.com

TAIPEI

Smartwear revolution
promises healthier lives

A NEW generation of wearable tech-
nology is promising not only to log
data about users’ health but to predict
and avert crises - from drivers falling
asleep at the wheel to runners wearing
themselves out in a marathon.

But there are concerns over the
accuracy of the personal information
collected by the burgeoning range of
smart wristbands, watches and cloth-
ing - and how companies might use
that data.

Wearable technology is the fastest
growing category at this year’s Com-
putex, Asia’s largest tech trade show
which kicked off in Taiwan on June
3, with health-tracking a dominant
theme.

“Health and fitness sensors and
data are fundamental for wearables
and largely define the category,” said
Daniel Matte of market research firm
Canalys.

Market tracker IDC predicted in
April that sales of wearable tech items
would triple this year to 19 million
units worldwide, growing to 111.9 mil-
lion by 2018.

At Taiwanese smartwear company
AiQ’s Computex stand this week, a
muscular mannequin showed off a ly-
cra cycling top.

Stainless steel fibres in the fabric
and electrodes in the sleeves sense
heart rate and other vital signs as well
as calories burned, sending the data to
a Bluetooth clip which can transmit
it to a phone, tablet or other smart
device.

The technology will appeal to
sports fans, but it is Taiwan’s bus driv-
ers who will be the first to benefit,
when companies ask them to wear
smart shirts later this year in a move
that could prevent accidents.

“We will provide a shirt which can
monitor the drivers in case they are
falling asleep, or in case any vital signs
are not OK, and it will provide a signal
or a warning to the bus company,” said
AiQ vice president Steve Huang.

The clothing was trialled for a year
on discharged hospital patients to
track their condition and it received
positive feedback from wearers, he
added.

But analysts and consumers still
have reservations about whether
smartwear can really tell us the truth
about our bodies.

“Current sensors are not very accu-
rate, but there will be improvements,”
said Mr. Matte.

Samsung unveiled a new digital
health technology platform last week
that uses sensors to track a range of
body functions such as heart rate and
blood pressure.

And another giant of the sector,
Apple, also launched its ‘Health’ app
last week, with speculation mounting
it will move into hardware later this
year.

Leading Taiwan tech firm Acer also
revealed its first wearable at Com-
putex - a fitness-tracking wristband

New wearable
devices

Bomdic
Chest strap

Measures training intensity,
converts readings to an
assessment of stamina

Monitors heart rate,
tracks movement
and energy levels
Communicates
through vibration

to suggest adjustment
to workout session

Samsung
Wristband

Activity tracker
with smartphone
notifications

Heart rate monitor,
pedometer

Connects with
various Galaxy phones
and tablets

Acer
Wristband

Fitness tracker
with smartphone
notifications

Distance walked,
calories burned,
music control

Synched

to Liquid
\ Jade
Android

smartphone

AiQ
Clothing
Biomonitoring

Capable of tracking
heart rate, vital signs,
calories burned

Stainless steel fibres
woven through textile,
connects to smart
device via Bluetooth

=

Sonostar
Wristband, waistband clip or shoe clip

Tracks daily activity

Calories burned, steps taken,
distance traveled, sleep quality

Source: PCWorld/techhive.com/
AiQ/Acer/Samsung/Sonaster

AP

which links to a smartphone.

But while tech firms jump on the
health-monitoring bandwagon there
are questions over how the huge flow
of data from the new devices will be
handled.

“There is a massive opportunity
to analyse and monetise the large
amounts of data that wearable sensors
and platforms will generate. Privacy is
always a concern,” said Mr. Matte.

Huang acknowledged the tension
between the potential commercial
benefit for smartwear firms and the
risk of invading users’ privacy.

“There will be a lot of legal and
moral issues,” he said.

Tech companies are also emphasis-
ing the potential benefits of analysis
to help users make sense of their data,
and the possibility of linking up with
experts who can give them feedback.

“Maybe we will cooperate with
some medical [institutions] like hos-
pitals to improve this kind of product
and to do something to really help
people - this has been talked about at
Sonostar,” said Paula Luh at the Tai-
wanese firm’s stand.

Sonostar was showing its new
brightly coloured SmartFit trackers
- silicone wristbands with a pop-out
coin-sized sensor which is battery-
powered and designed to be worn all
day, monitoring everything from steps

Accompanying software analyses
data collected

taken to sleep patterns.

The device has one year’s memory
storage, said Mr. Luh, who added that
users’ privacy would be protected
through a registering and sign-in pro-
cedure to access their personal data
online.

Smart wearables could also be set
to re-educate athletes away from a “no
pain no gain” approach, with one new
device at Computex claiming to be
able to measure “stamina” so that it
can warn racers when they might be
pushing too hard.

“We detect the current flowing
through your heart ... then we use
our algorithm and transfer the raw
information into stamina,” said Kuo
Hsin-fu of Taiwanese start-up Bomdic,
which makes the clip-on Bluetooth
“GoMore” device.

By analysing the user’s heart activ-
ity the device can predict lactic acid
build-up and other physical factors
which can affect performance, said
Mr Kuo, with stamina shown as a per-
centage level.

“Most of the [smart] bands focus
on general users, but our target audi-
ence is athletes. The ones who have
tried it love it - it’s good for training
and competition efficiency,” he added.

“We are doing everything that oth-
er sports apps can do, but more.”

— AFP

Local app wants to replace Facebook

AUNG THU YA
aungthura.smithdgmail.com

FACEBOOK is about to take it on the
chin from a local competitor, a Yan-
gon social network company claims.
Doe Myanmar will eventually sur-
pass Facebook as this country’s main
social network, sales and marketing
manager U Wai Yan Min Zaw told
The Myanmar Times last week.

“Doe is a social network and

website developed to international
standards. In the five months since
it was released, we’ve notched up
100,000 customers We’ll beat
Facebook,” said U Wai Yan Min Zaw.

A mobile app, Doe resembles
Twitter as well as Facebook. Mem-
bers can post photos, status and
comments on the site in the Myan-
mar language, receiving one point
for each post or activity. The points
can be used for online shopping, to

be launched in the next two months.

“If you’ve got a lot of points, you
buy a shirt, hat or shoes and more in
our mobile shopping centre,” he said.

Facebook currently has 1 million
users out of the country’s estimated
4 million mobile users. Doe is aiming
for an eventual customer base of 1.5
million, said U Wai Yan Min Zaw.

Doe can be bought from the
Google store for Android or the
Apple store for iOS.
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Gadget Round-up

by Myo Satt

Mini Music Toys

An adorable toy and a solid sound system. Outlets
for USB, charger plug, Micro SD card are located
in the animals head. Its battery is detachable and
rechargeable.

K14,500

Symphony Speaker (High Fidelity Stereo)
Got Saturday Night Fever? This speaker is the cure. Can serve as a
speaker for both Mac and PC. The disco lighting can switch off if you don’t

need it. Rechargeable battery can last for two to three hours.
K11,500

Portable Computer Digital Speaker

This speaker also gives a flash of lightning, turing your living room
into a dance floor in no time. Also includes an FM Radio and out-
lets for both a memory stick and a Micro SD card.

K6,000

KANO (Bluetooth Speaker)

This is a light and compact Bluetooth
speaker with fancy design. You can even use
it through your Bluetooth-enabled device.
K12,000

‘WSTER (WS-336)
This is a slim, light
and easily used
speaker.

Compatible with
Bluetooth devices and
includes outlets for a
memory stick and
Micro SD Card.
Travels well.
K12,000

Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Available: Royal Tech. No 238 Mahabandoola Garden (Bar) Street, Kyauktada township,
Ph: 09-73032800, 09-73032900

TAIPEI

IT’s deja vu for Acer’s founder Stan
Shih as he prepares to step down again
later this month - he retired 10 years
ago, but returned to take back the reins
of the struggling Taiwanese personal
computer maker.

Since his comeback as chair and
interim president late last year - which
he always billed as a temporary meas-
ure - the company has gone through
a painful restructuring, after two top
executives quit over the firm’s poor
performance.

But with Acer swinging back to
profit in the first quarter of this year,
following three consecutive losses,
69-year-old Mr Shih says he is looking
forward, not back.

“I don’t like to waste my mind on
regret. I don’t have time,” he told AFP
in an interview at Acer headquarters in
Taipei, where industry leaders from all
over the world are gathered for Com-
putex, Asia’s largest tech trade show.

“You have to always look ahead, al-
ways be positive. It’s your choice, your
destiny. You have to enjoy life”

Mr Shih founded Acer in 1976 and
built it into the world’s second-largest
PC maker in its heyday, and one of the
best known Taiwanese brands interna-
tionally, before retiring in 2004.

But its fortunes have worsened in
recent years as sales have been hit by
competition from Apple and other ri-
vals, as well as shrinking demand for
PCs.

Ahead of Computex, Acer launched
its new Build Your Own Cloud (BYOC)
service, touting it as the future of cloud
computing, whereby individuals can
access information stashed online in-
stead of their computer hard drives.

It also revealed a fitness-tracking

Acer boss
retires for a
second time

wristband, its first ever wearable
device.

With this new vision Mr Shih has
predicted the company will “return to
glory” by 2017 - still with a clear com-
mitment to its PC-making roots.

He says there is now a better sense
of teamwork and entrepreneurship at
Acer, where senior executives took vol-
untary salary cuts of 30 percent as part
of the overhaul.

“Before I made the decision [to
return] it was a headache - my wife
didn’t agree, but no one accepted my
invitation to the chairmanship. I asked
many people. We tried every other pos-
sible way, but there was no choice,”
says Mr Shih.

“The main reason I came back was
my personal social responsibility, not
my investment.

“There are so many shareholders,
so many employees and partners un-
der Acer”

The father-of-three and grandfa-
ther-of-eight will step down as chair at
a board meeting on June 18, but will
remain a board member. Co-founder
George Huang will take his place as
chairman.

Chip expert Jason Chen became
president and CEO in December and
Mr Shih’s son Maverick heads up the
company’s BYOC and tablet group.

“I have a new chairman, new CEO,
new management team. Of course it’s
just beginning, but it looks as though
everything is shaping up,” says Mr
Shih.

“I think all our efforts have had a
good result - it’s too early to claim an
achievement, but we’re encouraged.”

Mr Shih added, “At some point, you
have to retire” — AFP
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Leaders gather for
D-Day anniversary

WORLD leaders joined veterans in
northern France last week to mark
70 years since the D-Day landings on
June 6, as talks over the Ukraine crisis
went on behind the scenes.

US President Barack Obama and
Russia’s Vladimir Putin were among
the leaders expected to attend along
with Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II.

Around 1 million members of the
public were due to attend ceremonies
to remember the 1944 Allied landings,
which hastened the defeat of Nazi
Germany.

An international ceremony of re-
membrance on the beach at Ouistre-
ham in Normandy was planned to in-
clude some 1800 veterans.

On June 5 the spotlight was firm-
ly on those who risked their lives in
launching the invasion, the largest sea
assault in military history, to liberate
Europe from Nazism.

Most of those WWII combatants
are now in their 90s. One veteran,
Jock Hutton, celebrated in a unique
way by parachuting to the same spot
he landed on as an 19-year-old, this
time with a member of the Red Devils
strapped to his back for safety.

Wearing a bright red jumpsuit, the
89-year-old touched down lightly on
the grass just in front of the waiting
Prince Charles, dusted himself down
briskly and removed his helmet.

“I was hoping there’d be some Cal-
vados,” he quipped on arrival.

“At my age, life tends to get a wee
bit boring. So you've got to grab at any
chance at excitement,” he said.

As colonel-in-chief of the Parachute
Regiment, Prince Charles, the heir to
the British throne, led the tributes to
those in the first wave of air landings
shortly after midnight on June 6.

Wearing a field marshal’s uniform,
he, along with his wife Camilla, chat-
ted at length to veterans, many of
whom were confined to wheelchairs.

The royal couple then hopped into
a motor gunboat, one of the lead boats
on the approach to Swords Beach on
the historic day seven decades ago.

“Did you jump here?” the prince
asked paratrooper Raymond Shuck.
“And in the right place?” he joked,
in reference to the fact that several
parachutists landed in completely the
wrong place in the darkness and con-
fusion of the assault.

Queen Elizabeth, who has cut back
her engagements recently due to her
advancing years, received a warm wel-
come from hundreds of well-wishers
as she alighted at the Gare du Nord

in Paris in a cream-white coat and
matching hat on June 5.

After a quick change into a pink
outfit, she took part in a ceremony at
the eternal flame at the Arc de Triom-
phe which marks the grave of the un-
known soldier, before taking tea with
French President Francois Hollande at
the Elysée Palace.

While the focus of the commemora-
tions was on the veterans, world leaders
embarked on a frenzied round of shuttle
diplomacy over the Ukraine crisis.

Mr Putin returned to the interna-
tional centre stage on June 5, holding
his first meetings with Western leaders
since the eruption of the Ukraine crisis.

The Russian leader, who has been
cold-shouldered by the United States
and its allies since the March annexa-
tion of Crimea, met both British Prime
Minister David Cameron and Mr Hol-
lande on a night of gastro-diplomacy
in Paris on June 5.

On the sidelines of the June 6 cer-
emonies, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel was also to have her own téte-
4-téte with Mr Putin.

World War II veteran Ernest “Er-
nie” Stringer, attending the June 5
events, spoke of his terror as he piled
out of a low-flying military aircraft in
pitch darkness 70 years ago.

“I was dead scared. You don’t know
what’s going to happen to you. You are
jumping blind. You don’t know where
the Germans are,” Mr Stringer, who
was 19 at the time, said.

“As it happened we were virtually
surrounded but we didn’t know that.
And they didn’t know we were there
either!” he added.

Many of those who jumped before
him were not so lucky. The man ahead
of Mr Stringer hit a wall and broke his
arm. Several died on impact, with no
time to open their chutes as the planes
were flying so low.

More than 156,000 troops waded or
parachuted onto French soil on June
6, 1944. Nearly 4500 would be dead by
the end of the day.

US, French and Dutch soldiers took
part at an evening ceremony at Utah
beach, on the western edge of the inva-
sion site, and a huge firework display
lit up the Normandy coastline to mark
the first bombing raids.

Mr Stringer said he had been sev-
eral times to events marking D-Day
but his circle of contemporaries was
shrinking fast.

“You keep looking for your friends.
Always wondering who’s missing, be-
cause there’s so few left.”

French President Francois Hollande (right) welcomes his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin for a meeting at the Elysée Palace in Paris on June 5. Photo: AFP

An Israeli police officer aims his gun at Palestinian protesters during
1967 Six Day War, at Damascus Gate in Arab east Jerusalem on June
day in retaliation for the formation of a Palestinian unity government
the Palestinians’ ire. Photo: AFP

Fugitive pro-democra
faces two years jail aft

THAILAND’S junta said on June
6 that it had captured a fugitive
anti-coup leader facing possible
imprisonment, as the ruling gener-
als seek to stamp out any criticism of
their seizure of power.

Sombat Boonngamanong, who
spearheaded an online campaign to
stage illegal flashmob rallies against
the military takeover, was arrested
on June 5 in Chonburi southeast
of Bangkok, army spokesperson
Sirichan Ngathong said.

“We have a team who tracked him
through the internet,” she said.

Mr Sombat faces charges of
defying an order to report to the
junta, which carries a possible
punishment of two years in prison.

He is expected to be detained at
an army facility for up to one week
for questioning and then brought be-
fore a military court.

Mr Sombat was one of several
hundred politicians, activists, aca-
demics and journalists summoned

by the junta, formally known as the
National Council for Peace and Or-
der (NCPO), following the May 22
coup.

Those who attended were de-
tained in secret locations for up to a
week and ordered to cease political
activities.

Mr Sombat, a prominent pro-
democracy activist, refused to turn
himself in, instead posting a message
on Facebook saying, “Catch me if you
can”

Since then he has urged followers
to stage peaceful public demonstra-
tions, flashing the three-finger salute
from ‘The Hunger Games’ films that
has become a symbol of defiance
against the junta.

“The military manhunt and ar-
rest of Mr Sombat shows the NCPO’s
shameful refusal to recognise basic
rights to freedom of expression and
peaceful assembly;” said Brad Adams,
Asia director of New York-based Hu-
man Rights Watch.

“Next we'll see a travesty of justice
as the NCPO drags him in front of
a military tribunal that resembles a
kangaroo court more than a proper
court of law.”

Mr Sombat is the leader of a fac-
tion of the “Red Shirts” movement,
which broadly supports fugitive for-
mer premier Thaksin Shinawatra and
his sister Yingluck, who was deposed
as prime minister last month.

His supporters reacted to news of
his arrest with dismay.

“What has he done wrong? Did he
kill anybody?” one follower wrote on
his Facebook page.

A former minister in Ms Yingluck’s
ousted cabinet who also refused to
answer the summons appeared in a
military court June 6 and was again
denied bail, his family said.

Ex-education minister Chaturon
Chaisang was detained by soldiers in
a dramatic swoop on a press confer-
ence late last month, minutes after
criticising the coup.
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US returns
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to Cambodia

China called to
account 25 years
after Tiananmen
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a rally marking “Naksa Day’, the 47" anniversary of the
5. Israel unveiled plans for 3200 settler homes that same
backed by Hamas and the international community, raising

cy campaigner
er junta arrest

If convicted, he could be impris-
oned.

“He shouldn’t be put in jail just
because he has different views to the
junta,” his sister Titima Chaisang
said.

Ms Yingluck was herself sum-
moned and held temporarily at an
undisclosed location after the coup.

The junta says she has since been
released and allowed to return home
although she remains under mili-
tary supervision.

Ms Yingluck had faced nearly
seven months of mass opposition
protests leading up to the coup.
Shootings and grenade attacks
linked to the rallies left 28 peo-
ple dead and hundreds wound-
ed, including many opposition
demonstrators.

The junta has imposed mar-
tial law, media censorship and a
night-time curfew as part of what
it says is an attempt to end years of
political turmoil and “return

happiness” to the people.

Critics see the coup as a pretext
for a long-planned power grab by
the military-backed royalist estab-
lishment to purge politics of the
influence of Mr Thaksin, who was
himself ousted by the army in 2006.

The billionaire tycoon-turned-
populist politician lives in Dubai
to avoid jail for a corruption
conviction.

Mr Thaksin or his allies have
won every election in more than
a decade. The junta has said new
polls are not expected for at least
a year.

The coup-makers said on June
6 they were planning to scrap the
curfew soon in four more tourist
destinations, Hua Hin, Cha-Am, Hat
Yai and Krabi, and lift the measure
for the rest of the country as soon as
possible.

On June 3 they lifted it in the
beach resorts of Pattaya, Koh Samui
and Phuket. — AFP

BRUSSELS

G7 tears over European jihadist
attacks spark security clampdown

LEADERS of the Group of Seven
industrialised nations decided June
5 to tighten defenses against the
risk of terror attacks by European
jihadists returning from the Syrian
front.

“We have agreed to intensify ef-
forts to address the issue of for-
eign fighters travelling to and from
Syria,” British Prime Minister David
Cameron said at the close of a G7
summit.

He said talks were taking place
with Syria’s neighbours to strength-
en their borders in the wake of an
attack on the Jewish Museum in
Brussels late last month believed
to be the work of a young French
jihadist fighter recently returned
from Syria.

French President Francois Hol-
lande said more than 30 French
fighters had already died on the
Syrian battlefront. Almost 800
French citizens are believed to have
signed up to fight President Bashar
al-Assad’s regime.

Mr Hollande too said it was
essential “to cooperate to pre-
vent, dissuade and punish” foreign
fighters “who can undermine our
security”

“We have unfortunately just had
proof of that,” Mr Hollande added in
reference to the Brussels attack, the
first such incident in the city in three
decades.

It is suspected to be the work of
a 29-year-old Frenchman, Mehdi
Nemmouche, who spent more than
a year fighting with radical jihadists
in Syria.

The May 24 attack in the heart
of Brussels was also raised in talks
between US President Barack
Obama and Belgian premier Elio
Di Rupo.

“We resolve to intensify our
efforts to address the threat arising
from foreign fighters travelling to
Syria,” a statement from the seven
G7 leaders said.

British Prime Minister David Cameron (left) and US President Barack Obama
hold a joint press conference during the G7 Summit at the European Council in
Brussels, on June 5. Photo: AFP

The Brussels attack killed three
people outright and left a fourth
clinically dead.

Europe can expect further “small-
scale attacks” like the Brussels
shooting, the EU’s anti-terror chief
Gilles de Kerchove said this week.

“I don’t expect another 9/11,” he
said. “I don’t expect a major sophis-
ticated attack.”

But with more than 2000 Europe-
ans in Syria or on their way there,
receiving military training and be-
coming more radicalised, the Brus-
sels attack was “very, very worrying”
for Europe’s future security, he said.

Around 400 British nationals,
320 Germans and 200 Belgians are
believed to have left for Syria.

On June 5, home affairs min-
isters from nine European na-
tions - Austria, Belgium, Britain,
Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Spain,
Sweden - agreed to step up efforts to
identify potential volunteers, slow their
departure and track them on return,
and share information with each other.

Though long rejected by the

European Parliament, one idea is to
agree a European Passenger Name
Record (PNR) system, enabling
countries to swap data on all air-
line passengers that notably could
help trace would-be terrorists.

The suspect being held in France
returned to Europe via Thailand
and Malaysia, landing in Germany.

German Home Affairs Minister
Thomas de Maiziere said the gun-
man was checked secretly when he
landed in Frankfurt.

“Germany then gave a hint to
France, but the attack happened
nevertheless.”

“We thought about consequenc-
es from that,” he said at talks with
counterparts in Luxembourg. “Are
these secret hints right? Is it maybe
better to stop these people? How can
we manage the exchange of informa-
tion better? Do we need a European
PNR system?

“The abstract threat by foreign
fighters became a concrete danger
and we have to draw consequences
from that.”

HANOI

Vietnam film shows Chinese
boat attack and sink vessel

VIETNAM has released dramatic
footage showing a large Chinese
ship chasing and ramming one of its
fishing boats which then sank near an
oil rig in contested waters.

The communist neighbours have
traded accusations over the May 26
sinking incident, with Hanoi decry-
ing an “inhuman act” by China, which
blamed intrusion by the Vietnamese
vessel.

The video images, shot from a
nearby Vietnamese vessel, show a
much larger Chinese ship racing after
a small wooden Vietnamese fishing
boat, ramming into it and causing it to
tip over and sink.

Vietnamese officials have said the
10 fishermen on board were rescued by
nearby vessels after the incident, which
occurred about 12 nautical miles (2.22
kilometres) southwest of the oil rig.

Vietnam said on June 5 that
Chinese vessels guarding the oil rig

had injured 12 people, including the 10
on the sunken boat, and damaged 24
Vietnamese law enforcement vessels
since the standoff began in early May.

An additional 12 fishing vessels
have been damaged, according to Ha
Le, deputy head of Vietnam Fisheries
Surveillance Department.

“They were prevented from fishing,
threatened by Chinese vessels, had
their equipment destroyed and the
crews were brutally treated,” he said.

Relations between Vietnam and
China have plummeted over the oil
rig’s presence, which has worsened an
increasingly heated dispute over terri-
torial claims in the area.

The oil rig is positioned in the
vicinity of the contested Paracel
Islands, which are known as Hoang Sa
in Vietnam and called Xisha by Beijing.

“Every day, China has between
30 and 137 boats around the oil rig,
including six warships,” said Ngo Ngoc

Thu, the deputy commander of the Vi-
etnam Coast Guard.

“Vietnamese ships are being
restrained .. and trying to avoid
China’s ramming,” he said, adding that
Vietnam had not been using water
cannon against Chinese boats.

Tensions over the oil rig sparked
violent anti-Chinese riots in Vietnam
last month. Beijing says four Chinese
citizens died in the unrest, while
Vietnam says three Chinese died.

Vietnamese Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung has said China’s
placement of the rig in the contested
area “seriously threatened peace”.

China claims nearly all of the South
China Sea, even waters approach-
ing the coasts of its neighbours, and
has become increasingly assertive in
staking those claims.

Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei,
Malaysia and Taiwan have competing
claims to parts of the sea. — AFP



TRADE MARK CAUTION

Notice is here given that TAH HSIN INDUSTRIAL
CORPORATION of No.51, 35" Rd, Taichung Industrial Park,
Taichung City, Taiwan, R.O.C, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor
of following Trade Mark in colour; (Consisting of the letter
“T-Core”, five English letter with a hyphen between the Capital
letters “T”” and “C™:)

T-Core

Reg.No.IV/9937/2005

used in respect of the description of goods (or) services:-
Waterproof fibers, waterproof clothing, namely rainwear, jackets,
anoraks, and pants imported, exported and/or sold by or on behalf
of the Company in the Union of Myanmar.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade
Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate

LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)

For TAH HSIN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION
#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. 9" June, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

TAH HSIN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION of No.51, 35®
Rd, Taichung Industrial Park, Taichung City, Taiwan, R.O.C, is
the Owner and Sole Proprietor of following Trade Mark in color:

®

TAH HXIN
Reg.No.IV/2096/1999

used in respect of “Raincoats, rainboots, shoes and outerwear,
namely overcoat, jackets, pants, vests, poncho, blouse, parakas,
overalls, suits and skiwear”.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade
Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate

LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)

For TAH HSIN INDUSTRIAL CORPORATION
#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd., Yangon.
Dated. 9" June, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Kao Kabushiki Kaisha (also
trading as Kao Corporation) a company organized under the
laws of Japan and having its principal office at 14-10, Nihonbashi
Kayabacho, 1-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan is the owner and
sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

(Reg: Nos. I'V/3000/1995 & 1V/12322/2013)
in respect of :- “Personal deodorant and antiperspirant”

That the said trademark was registered in the name of Bristol-Myers
Squibb Company in the year 1995 under Myanmar registration No.
1V/3000/1995. Bristol-Myers Squibb Company assigned the above
trademark to Signal Investment & Management Co. in the year 1998.
Signal Investment & Management Co. assigned the above trademark
to Kao Kabushiki Kaisha also trading as Kao Corporation in 2000.
The Ownership of the above trademark is now being assigned to Kao
Kabushiki Kaisha also trading as Kao Corporation effective on 15"
September 2000.

By the Deeds of Assignment, Kao Kabushiki Kaisha also trading as
Kao Corporation is now the owner of the above trademark.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Kao Kabushiki Kaisha (also trading as Kao Corporation)
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9™ June, 2014
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Mothers of some of the more than 200 schoolgirls abducted by Boko Haram from their school in Nigeria’s northeastern

Borno state attend a forum organised by NGOs in Lagos, on June 5, as three of the schoolgirls who escaped sit in the
backround covered in white sheets to protect their identities. Photo: AFP

Up to 500 feared killed
in Boko Haram rampage

HUNDREDS of people are feared dead
in a suspected Boko Haram attack on
four villages in northeast Nigeria, in the
latest upsurge in violence claiming in-
creasing numbers of civilian lives.

Some community leaders put the
death toll from the June 3 attacks in the
Gwoza district of Borno state as high as
400 to 500, although there was no in-
dependent verification because of poor
communications in the remote area.

If confirmed, the attacks in the vil-
lages of Goshe, Attagara, Agapalwa
and Aganjara would be among the
deadliest in the Islamists’ five-year
insurgency topping the more than 300
who were Kkilled on May 5 in nearby
Gamboru Ngala.

“The Killings are massive but nobody
can give a toll for now because nobody
has been able to go to that place because
the insurgents are still there. They have
taken over the whole area,” said law-
maker Peter Biye.

“There are bodies littered over the
whole area and people have fled,” added
Mr Biye, who represents Gwoza in Ni-
geria’s lower chamber of parliament, the
House of Representatives.

Boko Haram’s bloody reign of ter-
ror in northeast Nigeria is forcing 800
people to flee from their homes every
day and has claimed more than 3000
lives in the past year, the Geneva-based
Internal Displacement Monitoring
Centre (IDMC) said.

Another 45 people were Killed
when suspected Boko Haram gunmen
pretending to be itinerant preachers
opened fire on a crowd in the village
of Barderi near the Borno state capital,
Maiduguri, on June 4.

One survivor, Mallam Bunu, said,
“They ... lied to us that they had come
to preach to us and when almost all the
villagers had gathered, another set of
insurgents emerged from nowhere and

opened fire on the congregation before
we all scampered for safety.”

On June 5 four people were Killed
near the home of a state governor in
northeast Nigeria when a pick-up truck
loaded with grain bags exploded, a gov-
ernment source told AFP.

The blast happened near the private
residence of Gombe state governor Ibra-
him Dankwambo in the upscale Govern-
ment Reserve area of the state capital.

Gombe state borders Borno, Yobe
and Adamawa, which have been at the
centre of the Islamist violence.

A separate attack was reported on
June 5 in the town of Madagali, just 25
kilometres (15 miles) by road from Gwo-
za in Adamawa state.

Gunmen razed a Roman Catholic
church and torched a local government
office after firing at troops manning a
nearby checkpoint, said the chair of the
local government in the town, Maina
Ularamu.

No deaths had been confirmed, he
added, although one resident reported
that two civilians were killed in the
crossfire.

Reports from Gwoza said the insur-
gents were stealing livestock and food
and burning property with impunity,
despite a year-long state of emergency
in the restive region.

“Hundreds of dead bodies are lying
there ... because there is nobody that will
bury them,” said one community leader
in Attagara, who requested anonymity.

He said the attackers on June 2 only
spared women and that young boys
were “snatched from the backs of their
mothers and killed”.

Men, women and children fled the
villages but gunmen on motorcycles
tracked them down, shooting as they
ran, he added.

Gwoza shares a border with Cam-
eroon and is surrounded by mountains

and the Sambisa forest, a known Boko
Haram stronghold and the focus for a
Nigerian military search for more than
200 schoolgirls kidnapped on April 14.

Many people fled across the border
as soldiers were deployed to fight the
heavily armed Islamists, who hoisted
their black flag over at least seven vil-
lages, Mr Biye said on June 3.

The community leader described the
situation as a grave “humanitarian cri-
sis”, while others called for relief agen-
cies to be allowed in to enable the dead
to be buried.

Another elder, Zakari Habu, said
women and the elderly were in desper-
ate need of food, water, medication and
shelter.

Nigeria’s National Emergency Relief
Agency (NEMA) has previously said the
country faces huge pressures in dealing
with internally displaced people from
Boko Haram attacks.

The IDMC, run by the Norwegian
Refugee Council, added that 3.3 million
Nigerians have been driven from their
homes by the insurgency and other
violence.

Military jets bombarded Boko Har-
am positions in the affected area to try
to flush out the insurgents, Mr Biye said
on June 4.

In mainly Muslim Goshe, where the
entire village of about 300 homes was
razed along with several mosques, lo-
cal resident Abba Goni said “at least 100
people were killed”.

Bulus Yashi, who lives in predomi-
nantly Christian Attagara, said the at-
tack seemed to be a reprisal for when
four Boko Haram gunmen were Killed
after they opened fire on a church, leav-
ing nine dead.

Another attempted raid on May 25
had been repelled, killing seven Boko
Haram gunmen, he said.

— AFP

Assad claims victory as election slammed

SYRIAN President Bashar al-Assad
won a new seven-year term with nearly
90 percent of a vote in a poll branded
“illegitimate” by the opposition and a
“non-election” by Washington.

Mr Assad said on June 5 that “the
high turnout was a strong message to
the West and the countries implicated
in the war on Syria”

Official figures put turnout for the
June 3 election, which was contested
only in government-held areas, at more
than 73pc.

“The

Syrian people .. are

determined to choose their fate on
their own and look to the future,” the
re-elected leader said in a meeting with
an Iranian parliamentary delegation.

Tens of thousands took to the
streets in government-held areas of
Syria. As celebratory gunfire erupted
in the capital and loyalist areas across
Syria, at least 10 people were Killed as
the bullets fell back to earth, said the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

A source close to the regime told
AFP Mr Assad would be sworn in for a
third term on July 17.

The main opposition National Coa-
lition called the vote illegitimate and
pledged, “The people are continuing
in their revolution until its goals of
freedom, justice and democracy are
reached.”

British Foreign Secretary William
Hague described the election as an
insult.

“Assad lacked legitimacy before this
election, and he lacks it afterwards,” he
said.

US Secretary of State John Kerry
called the elections “non-elections” - AFP
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The new S-Class, interior luxury redefined.

Luxury, comfort and safety are once again the highlights of the new S-Class.
Equally at home with black tie or white collar.

A Perfect craftsmanship and selected, premium
materials emphasize the hand-crafted charac-
ter of the interior. It starts with special attention
to the quality of the leather upholstery to the
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and high-tech features like the ability to link your
smartphone to the COMAND Online enhance
the luxury of the interior cabin.

www.mercedes-benz.com.mm

www.facebook.com/MercedesBenzMyanmar

High standards call for high-class materials and
high level of customization with designo. Individ-
ualization of the interior is now possible with a
wide choice of colors, materials and designs.
Using the finest of leather, wood and design, the
interior can be made to suite your individual
tastes.

Stylishly matched interior design with high-
quality features meet the highest standards of
comfort and quality. Our firstclass seats with
the diamond-patterened design with contrast
stitching and piping on the nappa leather add to
the interior's air of exclusivity. Creating maxi-
mum comfort for our passengers while they go
about their business, our seats are air-chilled
and provide an in-seat massage that will surely
refresh.

Mercedes-Benz

Distributed by Automobile Alliance Co., Ltd. and Serviced by Cycle & Carriage Automobile Myanmar Co., Ltd.
Showroom: 51 Pyay Road, Mayangone Township, Yangon. Opening hours : 9:00am - 9:00pm. Hotline: 01 666712, 09 5057045



40 World

THE MYANMAR TIMES JUNE 9 - 15, 2014

Boatmen jailed over
fatal refugee journey

TWO Indonesian nationals were sen-
tenced on June 5 to six and nine years
in jail in Australia for people-smug-
gling, after a doomed venture in which
more than 100 people drowned.

The men were not charged with
organising the people-smuggling ven-
ture or with the deaths of any passen-
gers who perished when the boat sank
off Christmas Island in June 2012.

Boy Djara, thought to be aged 26
or 27, was effectively second in charge
on the boat which was crammed with
more than 200 asylum-seekers mostly
from Pakistan and Afghanistan when
it sank.

He was found guilty of six counts
of people-smuggling in Perth District
Court and sentenced to nine years in
jail, with a non-parole period of six
years, a court official confirmed.

His co-accused Justhen, 44, who
was a deckhand on the ill-fated voy-
age and goes by one name, was found
guilty of trying to assist illegal non-
citizens into Australia and sentenced
to six years’ jail.

He will be eligible for parole after
four years.

Scores of asylum-seekers have
drowned when their boats foundered
en route to Australia in recent years,

most of them having paid people-
smugglers to bring them on wooden
vessels from Indonesia.

In the incident in June 2012, the
small wooden fishing boat started tak-
ing on water and eventually capsized
about 200 kilometres (124 miles) from
Australia’s Indian Ocean territory of
Christmas Island.

Australian authorities rescued 110
people, but the rest could not be saved.

In sentencing, Judge Patrick O’Neal
said the vessel was overloaded and
carrying life jackets which were not
suitable for the open sea.

“If sheep or cattle had been trans-
ported like this, people would have
rightly lined the wharves ... to pro-
test,” Mr O’Neal said in sentencing
comments reported by the Australian
Broadcasting Corporation.

Australia tightened its rules re-
garding asylum-seekers following a se-
ries of sinkings, with those arriving by
boat now refused resettlement in Aus-
tralia and sent to Papua New Guinea
or Nauru.

In July 2013, unrest rocked the
centre in Nauru, causing A$60 mil-
lion (US$55 million) in damage and
prompting charges against 63 asylum-
seekers. — AFP

Nine sentenced to death

CHINA has sentenced nine people to
death on terrorism-related charges in
its ethnically divided western region of
Xinjiang, state media said on June 5, as
authorities crack down following several
deadly attacks.

Multiple courts in Xinjiang sen-
tenced 81 suspects on various terror-
related charges, state broadcaster CCTV
said. In the past year Xinjiang, home
to the mostly Muslim Uighur minority,

has seen an increase in violent clashes,
which Beijing blames on organised ter-
rorist groups seeking independence
for the region. Critics say Beijing exag-
gerates the threat to justify hard-line
measures.

Authorities in Xinjiang last week
sentenced 55 people for offences
including terrorism at a mass
sentencing in a stadium attended by
about 7000 people. — AFP

Tenth-century statues are presented at a ceremony in Phnom Penh on June 3, where they were welcomed home four
decades after they were taken out of the country. Photo: AFP

Cambodians welcome
home historic statues

CAMBODIA has officially welcomed
the return of three ancient statues
looted from the kingdom more than
40 years ago, including one retrieved
after a long legal battle in the United
States.

Authorities say the 10™-century
sandstone artworks were stolen
from the Koh Ker temple site near
the famed Angkor Wat complex in
the 1970s as the country was gripped
by civil war.

The statues, part of a nine-strong
ensemble, depict warriors Duryo-
dhana and Bhima locked in com-
bat, as well as a bystander called
Balarama.

They were recently returned
from the US and are considered
pieces of extraordinary value to the
Cambodian people and part of their
cultural heritage.

“In a long 40-year journey, sur-
viving civil wars, looting, smuggling
and travelling the world, these three

[statues] have now regained their
freedom and returned home,” Dep-
uty Prime Minister Sok An said in
remarks during a homecoming cer-
emony on June 3.

“The facts are now established.
Their odyssey ends here. These pre-
cious symbols of our heritage have
returned to their rightful owners,”
he said.

Mr Sok An said Cambodia would
continue to search for three more
statues from the Koh Ker site that
remain missing.

The statue of Duryodhana was
stolen in 1972 and first sold at auc-
tion in London in 1975.

It was nearly auctioned again
at Sotheby’s in New York in March
2011 but the sale was stopped after
Cambodian authorities launched an
appeal through UNESCO.

The 1.58-metre (5-foot) statue
was eventually transferred to the
Cambodian government in early

May after a long legal struggle.

The second warrior statue, Bhi-
ma, was bought in 1976 by the Nor-
ton Simon Museum in California.

After months of discussions, the
US museum agreed to return its
statue as a “gift” to Cambodia last
month.

Balarama was returned as part
of an agreement between the Cam-
bodian government and Christie’s
auction house in the US, according
to the Cambodian government.

“These are beautiful works of art
.. They also have something to say.
They tell a story,” said Martin Wil-
son, a representative from Christie’s
who attended the ceremony.

The repatriation of the three stat-
ues follows the return in June last
year of two other Khmer 10" cen-
tury statues known as the “Kneeling
Attendants” which Cambodia says
were also looted in the 1970s from
the Koh Ker temple site. — AFP
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Modi to meet
with Obama

INDIA'S new prime minister
Narendra Modi will travel to
Washington for his first meeting
with President Barack Obama in
September, media reports said on
June 5, as the two leaders look to
rebuild strained ties.

Mr Modi, who assumed office
last month after a landslide election
victory, has accepted the invitation
from Mr Obama for discussions and
the dates for the meeting were being
finalised, the Times of India newspa-
per said.

The Hindustan Times said the In-
dian side had asked for the meeting
to be held on September 26, around
the time of Mr Modi’s maiden ad-
dress at the UN General Assembly.

“All pending bilateral issues will
be discussed in the one-day meeting
as Mr Modi is keen to push the re-
lationship forward for its economic
returns for India,” the English-lan-
guage daily said, quoting sources.

The election of the Hindu nation-
alist Mr Modi, 63, posed a headache
for the United States which refused
him a visa in 2005 when he was chief
minister of Gujarat.

The refusal stemmed from claims
he turned a blind eye to anti-Muslim
riots in the western state three years
earlier that killed some 1000 people.
Mr Modi denies the allegations.

— AFP
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For the third year running The Myanmar Times
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Free Tibet
campaign
launched

THE prime minister of Tibet’s govern-
ment-in-exile accused Chinese author-
ities on June 5 of blanket repression in
the Himalayan region as he launched
a new campaign for autonomy in his
homeland.

“There is total repression and total
discrimination” in Tibet, Lobsang San-
gay told reporters at his government’s
headquarters in northern India.

“All this repression is making Ti-
betans more resentful of the Chinese
government’s policies and towards
the Chinese government and various
forms of protests are taking place.”

The prime minister was speaking
as he and other senior exiles, includ-
ing the Dalai Lama, gathered to re-
new their push for a “Middle Way” of
peaceful autonomy within China after
a four-year hiatus.

US President Barack Obama and
other Western leaders have called on
Beijing to resume talks with the Da-
lai Lama’s envoys on autonomy that
broke down in 2010 after making no
headway.

The prime minister, who took over
from the Dalai Lama as the political
leader of the Tibetan cause in 2011,
said it was vital to counter what he
called a “misinformation campaign”
by Beijing.

“With the ‘Middle Way’ approach
campaign, we are trying to engage the
international community, young peo-
ple, diplomats, media, people from all
walks of life across different nations,
to counter the Chinese government’s
misinformation campaign about the
policy;” he said.

Beijing has ruled Tibet since 1951, a
year after invading.

It has already dismissed the re-
newed push for the “Middle Way” ap-
proach, which would include handing
Tibetans decision-making positions in
the region.

The launch comes after the Da-
lai Lama, who remains the spiritual
leader of Tibetans, called for democ-
racy in China and offered prayers for
the Tiananmen Square victims on the
25" anniversary of the crackdown in
Beijing.

” I!q

Visitors gather on Tiananmen Square in Beijing on June 4, on the 25" anniversary of the 1989 crackdown on pro-democracy protests when soldiers killed
hundreds of unarmed civilians — and by some estimates, more than 1000. Photo: AFP

Tiananmen 25" anniversary
sparks call for accountability

THE United States urged China on
on June 4 to account for the victims
of the Tiananmen Square crack-
down 25 years ago, but Beijing ac-
cused Washington of blaming its
government “for no reason”.

The anniversary of the 1989 inci-
dent comes amid simmering tensions
between the two countries on issues
ranging from alleged hacking by
the Chinese military into private US
firms to Washington’s disquiet with
what it calls Beijing’s aggressive be-
haviour in the South China Sea.

“Twenty-five years ago, the
United States deplored the use
of violence to silence the voices
of the peaceful demonstrators in
and around Tiananmen Square,” a
White House statement said.

“Twenty-five years later, the
United States continues to hon-
or the memories of those who
gave their lives in and around

Tiananmen Square and throughout
China, and we call on Chinese au-
thorities to account for those Kkilled,
detained or missing in connection
with the events surrounding June
4, 1989.”

Beijing rejected Washington’s
“total disregard of fact”, accusing it
of interfering in Chinese domestic
politics.

“It blames the Chinese govern-
ment for no reason, gravely inter-
feres in China’s internal affairs and
violates the basic norms guiding in-
ternational relations,” foreign min-
istry spokesperson Hong Lei said.

Mr Hong said China was “strong-
ly dissatisfied with and firmly op-
posed” to the White House state-
ment and Mr Obama’s mention in
a speech of how “tanks were crush-
ing peaceful democracy protests in
Tiananmen Square” on that fateful
day.

“We have lodged solemn repre-
sentations to the US side,” Mr Hong
added.

Although welcoming China’s eco-
nomic progress and seeking to main-
tain good relations, the White House
said America will not be shy about
airing its differences with China.

The United States will “urge the
Chinese government to guarantee
the universal rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms that are the birthright
of all Chinese citizens”, it added.

In a separate statement, US Sec-
retary of State John Kerry called
for the release of all those serving
prison sentences in connection with
the events of a quarter-century ago.

The top US diplomat also urged
an end to “the ongoing pattern of
harassment, detention and official
retribution against those who par-
ticipated in the demonstrations,
their family members, and those

who continue to bravely speak out”

“Continued progress will be de-
fined by openness not just to the
world, but to the voices and diverse
perspectives of China’s citizens,” Mr
Kerry said.

“Open discussion and examina-
tion of the events of 1989 and a full
public accounting of those killed,
detained or missing would be a sign
of strength and healing, not weak-
ness and division.”

Mr Hong, the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson, said “clear
conclusions have been reached on
the political incident”, according to
the Xinhua news agency.

“Hong urged the United States to
abandon political bias, stop using
the so-called human rights issues to
interfere in China’s internal affairs
and take concrete actions to main-
tain the development of China-US
relationship,” it added. — AFP

TRADEMARK CAUTION
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U Soe Phone Myint
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339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,

Dated: 9 June 2014

Asahi Group Holdings, Ltd., a Company incorporated and existing
under the laws of Japan, and having its registered office at 23-1
Azumabashi 1-chome, Sumida-ku Tokyo 130-8602 JAPAN,
hereby declares that the Company is the Owner and Sole Proprietor

KARAKUCHI

Reg. No. 1V/4420/2014 (23 April 2014)

The above trademark is used in respect of “beers, non-alcoholic
beverages: all goods in class 32 in Class 32.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

For Asahi Group Holdings, Ltd.,
BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,
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The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Matural Lemon, Raspberry,
Strawbarry & Apple flavour

g ¢

Marketed & Distributed in Myanmar by:

+ Mine

2> VIMAL COMPANY LIMITED
Tel : (85-1) 241292, 243551, 245112:113

Comprehensive multi-vitamins,
iron, minerals Plus

o f
e S
- Jar

f&ffdfﬁ'ﬂ bf’fﬂ-"ﬂ‘fﬂ .
412y




44 Word International

THE MYANMAR TIMES JUNE 9 - 15, 2014

Ferry disaster anger not reflected in poll

SOUTH Korea’s ruling party breathed
a sigh of relief on June 5 after a better-
than-expected showing in local elec-
tions seen as a referendum on Presi-
dent Park Geun-Hye’s handling of the
April ferry disaster.

With counting still continuing
from the June 4 nationwide polls, Ms
Park’s Saenuri Party was set to win
eight of the 17 main contests for city
mayors and provincial governors.

The main opposition New Poli-
tics Alliance for Democracy (NPAD),
which had urged a protest vote against
Ms Park’s response to the Sewol ferry
tragedy in which 300 people died, had
won or was leading in nine races.

Ms Park’s administration was
sharply criticised for its handling of
the Sewol disaster and the polls were
the first real opportunity to measure
the severity of the political fallout on a
national level.

As well as retaining posts in its tra-
ditional regional strongholds, the Sae-
nuri Party managed to win a number
of battleground contests in Incheon
city and Gyeonggi province.

“I believe we put up a good de-
fence even in the midst of the Sewol
disaster,” party secretary general Yoon
Sang-Hyun told reporters.

The high popularity ratings Ms
Park has enjoyed since taking office in
February 2013 have been hammered
by the sinking of the 6825-tonne Sewol
on April 16, the defining moment of
her presidency so far.

Initial investigations exposed a cul-
ture of institutional negligence, greed
and incompetence that contributed to
the scale of the tragedy, in which most
of the victims were schoolchildren.

Although these problems have
roots stretching back decades, Ms Park
and her officials became a default fo-
cus for much of the public grief and
anti-establishment anger.

As a result, local issues were largely
pushed aside in the June 5 elections,

South Korean Confucian scholar Yoo Bok-Yeob (third from right) and members of his family wearing traditional dress cast their votes during local elections at a
polling station in Nosan, 150 kilometres (93 miles) south of Seoul, on June 4. Photo: AFP

as the rival parties concentrated on at-
tacking and defending the president’s
reputation.

While the NPAD asked voters to
hold Ms Park responsible, the ruling
party urged them to support the presi-
dent’s vow to overhaul the country’s
safety infrastructure.

With emotions still running high

over the Sewol, some had expected a
particularly strong turnout.

But a provisional figure of around
56.8 percent was only slightly up from
54.5pc in 2010.

If the NPAD was disappointed that
the hoped-for backlash never materi-
alised, there was some consolation in
its victory in the election’s most high-

profile race for Seoul city mayor.

The popular incumbent Park
Won-Soon won comfortably over his
Saenuri Party challenger to hold on
to what is seen as the most power-
ful political office outside the central
government.

“My election is the victory of all
citizens who, in their grief over the

Sewol, demanded fundamental
change,” Ms Park told celebrating sup-
porters.

The office of Seoul mayor has tak-
en on extra importance since former
president Lee Myung-Bak used it as a
springboard for his successful run to
the Blue House.

— AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

following Trade Mark:-

Geberit Holding AG, a company incorporated in Switzerland, of
Schachenstrasse 778645, Jona, Switzerland, is the Owner of the

GEBERIT

Reg. No. 1133/1996

in respect of “Metal pipes, metal water conduits for distribution
and for discharge, connecting apparatus and fittings, all for metal
pipes and conduits, metal fixing apparatus and supports, all for
sanitary installations, metal pipes and gutters, all for use as roof
drainage installations, parts and fittings for all the aforesaid
goods, all included in Class 6. Electromagnetic valves, electric
and electronic control apparatus and instruments, measuring
instruments, computer controlled installations, computer software,
user programmes, all for the computer aided design of sanitary
installations, parts and fittings for all the aforesaid goods, all
included in Class 9. Installations and apparatus all for water supply
and for sanitary purposes, parts and fittings for all the aforesaid
goods, all included in Class 11. Non-metallic fittings and coupling
sleeves for pipes, non-metallic tubes, insulation pipes, all included
in Class 17. Non-metallic rigid pipes, non-metallic conduits, all for
water distribution and for water discharge, non-metallic pipes and
gutters, all for use as roof drainage installations, parts and fittings
for all the aforesaid goods, all included in Class 19”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., HG.P., D.B.L

for Geberit Holding AG

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @ mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 9 June, 2014

Foreign aftairs not our aftairs says
minister after sex-refund request

Consular head reports a series of bizarre pleas for help from Singaporeans abroad

THE foreign minister of Singapore
has urged the country’s globetrotting
citizens to avoid misusing consular
services abroad, revealing “odd re-
quests” including one man who de-
manded help to get a refund for bad
Sex.

K Shanmugam said on June 5 that
the number of overseas trips made by
Singaporeans had surged to 7 million
in 2013, compared to 3.6 million a dec-
ade ago.

“We handled over 3000 consular
cases last year. Many cases are genu-
ine. But sometimes we do get odd re-
quests,” he said in a Facebook post.

In one instance, Mr Shanmugam
said a Singaporean sought Ministry
of Foreign Affairs (MFA) interven-
tion “for a refund after he had gotten
illegal sexual services in a foreign

K Shanmugam
Singapore foreign minister

country”.

“He wasn’t satisfied with what he
had gotten. We had to tell him that
MFA could not help.”

Mr Shanmugam said the minis-
try also declined to intervene when a
man demanded an investigation over
alleged racial discrimination while
overseas.

The man had claimed “he received
a smaller piece of KFC chicken com-
pared to what the locals had”

“He wanted MFA to investigate this
instance and seek justice in that for-
eign country for the unfair treatment
he claimed to have received,” Mr Shan-
mugam said.

In another case, a Singaporean
man was turned away by consular of-
ficers after he implored their help to
persuade his foreign girlfriend to di-
vorce her husband, so that he could
marry her.

“We want Singaporeans to marry
and have children. But there are lim-
its,” wrote Mr Shanmugam. “We have
to draw the line between what is per-
sonal responsibility and what’s not.”

The light-hearted post was shared
widely, with one Facebook user de-
scribing it as an account of “the enti-
tlement mentality of some Singapore-
ans”

The MFA has 49 overseas missions
and 30 honorary consuls-general, ser-
vicing some of the large proportion

K Shanmugam. Photo: Missylaw

of Singaporean’s 3.31 million citizens
who travel regularly.

Singapore followed Britain’s lead in
divulging some of the odder requests
filed to its diplomats abroad.

In May last year, the British For-
eign Office said its embassies had
been asked if they could silence a
noisy cockerel, order an unfit husband
to shape up and check out the creden-
tials of a woman one man had met
online.
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Simply the Best.

Are you stuck in a rut at work? Are you looking for a new position and a company that will challenge you, inspire you and

take your career to new heights? Then it’s time to take the leap — and join the most dynamic media company in Myanmar.

Myanmar Consolidated Media, Ltd, one of Myanmar’s most highly respected and well-established
media organisations, is the publisher of The Myanmar Times in both languages, two websites and NOW! magazine.
With more 360 staft in our Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw bureaus, we have a news-gathering force of nearly 100,
rrained to the highest international standards of reporting. Sophisticated layout and award-winning photos
and edirorial make MCM the one to bear when it comes to publishing in Myanmar.

MCM is expanding into exciting new directions in 2014. We are seeking qualified, experienced Myanmar nationals
(unless indicated) ro fill the following openings in the Yangon office and Nay Pyi Taw Bureau.
All require basic computer skills and

Yangon Headquarter:

Human Resource HR Director
(5+ years experience required, management degree, returned national a plus)
Security
Markering Business Development Executive
(24" }'t‘:irs i.l] 53'(_‘5, account l]]ﬂI]ﬂg{.‘lllCllI, or IJLlSi.]].‘.'."SS (jCVCIDIJI“CHt,
degree in business or related field)
Business Development Assistant
(1+ year experience in sales, account or business development,
degree or diploma in business or other related fields)
Finance Assistant
(1+ year experience in finance or accounting, LCCI Level 3 or
diploma In accounting or other related fields a plus)
Printing Printing Director
(7+ years experience required, returned national a plus)
NOW! Magazine Photographer
(2-3 vears experience in magazine or photo shots)
Marketing Assistant
(1+ year experience in sales and markering)
Intern
(2-3 months with porential for long term hire)
Translator (English to Myanmar)
Reporter (For Mandalay Bureau)

Nay Pyi Taw (Capital Bureau):

Newsroom 2 Junior Reporters
(Must be a Nay Pyi Taw native, must have driver's license and motorbike)
Markering Marketing Assistant
(Prior experience in sales and marketing, must be Nay Pyi Taw native,
must have driver's license and mororbike)

Applications close at 5pm on Friday, 27 June 2014 Early applications will receive priority consideration.
To apply, send a one-page CV and one-page cover letter explaining how your skills,
experience or degree are relevant to the position.
Include specific ideas about what you would do on the job to add value to the newspaper and the company.

MCM

The Human Resources Manager: Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
Yangon: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Tsp. Email applications to: memhrd@myanmartimes.com.mm
Mandalay: Bld (Sa/1), Man Mandalar Housing, Bet: 70 x 71 St, Yan Myo Lone Qur, Chan Aye Thar San Tsp.
Nay Pyi Taw: No. 10/72, Bo Tauk Htein St, Yang Aung 1 Qur.
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Europe calls for

UN members launched a new round
of climate talks on June 4 with
Europe demanding early action to
tame carbon emissions, two days after
the United States unveiled a longer-
term plan.

“Although we are already looking
beyond the current decade, it is also
crucial to step up action before 2020,”
the European Union’s climate commis-
sioner, Connie Hedegaard, said.

The EU is on track to reduce emis-
sions of greenhouse gases in 2020 by
about 24 percent over 1990 levels,
more than its targeted cut of 20pc, she
said.

The “overachievement” amounts to
a saving of some 5.5 billion tonnes of
carbon overall.

“We are making a significant con-
tribution to closing the ‘ambition gap’
between what the world needs to do
and what countries intend to do by
the end of this decade,” Ms Hedegaard
said.

“We ask other major economies to
come forward with concrete ways to
step up their ambition.”

The Bonn meeting is aimed at
clearing some roadblocks to a post-
2020 global pact on dangerous man-
made carbon emissions.

The 12-day session under the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) is also supposed
to ramp up pledges for tackling emis-
sions before 2020.

In March, the UN’s top scientific
panel warned that action in the next few
years may dictate whether the target of
limiting warming to 2 degrees Celsius
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) will be met eas-
ily and affordably, or at greater econom-
ic pain and human cost.

Key components of pre- and post-
2020 action are to be fleshed out in
Lima in December, preceded in Sep-
tember by a special summit at the UN
in New York hosted by Secretary Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon.
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step-up

On June 2, US President Barack
Obama unveiled his most ambitious
action yet on climate change.

He proposed ordering cuts of up to
30pc in emissions from power plants
by 2030 compared to levels in 2005, a
benchmark far higher than that of Eu-
rope, which uses 1990.

An analysis by specialists in Ger-
many said Mr Obama’s plan, if im-
plemented, would be a boost toward
meeting pledges the US made in 2010,
but would still leave it far short of the
goal.

Much of the reduction from power
plants would likely be offset by in-
creases in emissions in transport, in-
dustry and agriculture.

“While the proposal is welcome, it
is insufficient to meet the US’s pledges
of 17pc reduction of all greenhouse gas
emissions by 2020 and is inconsist-
ent with its long-term target of 83pc
below 2005 level by 2050, said Niklas
Hoehne of Ecofys, which crunched the

numbers.

The new global climate deal, to be
finalised next year, will have to deliver
very deep cuts to meet the 2C target,
the analysis added, reaching zero
greenhouse emissions somewhere be-
tween 2060 and 2080.

“For the energy and industry sec-
tors, the deadline for reaching zero
CO, emissions should be faster, as
early as 2045 and no later than 2065,”
it warned.

Although the UN community gen-
erally agrees on the risks from climate
change, action to tackle the peril has
sparked bitter fights. Reducing carbon
pollution carries an economic cost in
energy efficiency and conversion to
non-fossil sources, and countries are
deeply divided over who should shoul-
der most of the bill.

The UN’s Intergovernmental Pan-
el on Climate Change (IPCC) warns
that by 2100 the planet could be up
to 4.8C warmer and sea levels 26-82

Sri Lankan residents look
out the window of their
home at floodwaters in
Matugama, some 64km (40
miles) south of Colombo
on June 3, after heavy
monsoon rains caused
havoc in the western,
southern and central
regions of the island.
Official figures show at
least 18 people were Killed
after stronger-than-usual
monsoon rains. Photo: AFP

on carbon cuts

centimetres (10-32 inches) higher.

Conflict, hunger, floods and mass
displacement from coastal erosion
could be the likely result, it says.

Representatives of the world’s
poorest countries and small island
states - considered to be the most vul-
nerable to climate change - said the
Bonn talks represent a chance to forge
ahead on the 2015 deal, with which
they want to peg warming to 1.5C.

The Association of Small Island
States (AOSIS) called for progress on a
framework of financial help for coun-
tries at risk.

“It is still technically and economi-
cally feasible to limit temperature in-
creases to below 1.5C, but only if we all
work together to resolve the climate
change problem,” the Least Developed
Countries group said.

“If some countries advance their
own interests and ignore the need for
international cooperation, then we are
doomed.” — AFP
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“Attelage et portefaix” [“Yoke and Porters”], in
Earl Mahé de la Bourdonnais, Un Francais en
Birmanie [A Frenchman in Burma], Paris, 1886.
Collection: Amaury Lorin.

“Merchants in Mergui [Myeik]’, ink plate, in Mahé,
1886. Collection: Amaury Lorin.
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BY AMAURY LORIN

ROM time to time you might hear a

French person obsessed by France’s

colonial history assert - with an edge of

bitter, nostalgic regret - that Myanmar

was very nearly a French colony rather
than a British one. “What if” history (also known
as counterfactual history) is a tempting as well as
stimulating exercise. Would France have colonised
Burma for better? For worse? Would Yangon look
like Hanoi today, with an opera house and differ-
ent city planning?

A panel of scholars at the 2014 International
Burma Studies Conference, to be held in Sin-
gapore August 1-3 on the theme “Envisioning
Myanmar: Issues, Images, Identities”, will address
some of these questions in “Talking Back to
Colonial Legacies in Burma”, But the thought
experiment isn’t only for academics. It can help us
identify the inheritances bequeathed by 124 years
of colonialism and understand Myanmar in the
global context. For France and Britain, the stakes
were high: Around which language would the
region integrate? Did Burma, pulled by the British
Raj in the West and French Indochina in the East,
have a choice?

Forgotten intrepid characters people the
poorly known history of France-Burma relations.
The pioneering Franciscan Father Pierre Bonfer
is recorded as the first French settler in Pegu
province (Bago Region) among the Mon. From
1554-1557, when Burma was not yet a united coun-
try, he served as the chaplain of a small Catholic
Portuguese community at Martaban (Mottama,
Mon State).

A century later, in April 1662, Bishop Pierre
Lambert de la Motte, a founding member of the
Paris Foreign Missions Society, arrived in Myeik
(Tanintharyi Region), which belonged to the
Kingdom of Siam. These men of the cloth might
have opened a lasting French religious influence
in Burma. But French Catholic missionaries in
Burma, in the end, were relatively few compared
to the more massive presence of Anglo-Saxon
Baptist Protestants (see “The Fortunes of Christian
Missions”, MTE 709, December 23-29, 2013).

Instead, maritime power topped France’s
interests in Lower Burma. Attracted by its coastal
harbours, Joseph-Francois Dupleix, who arrived
in 1720 in Pondicherry, India, eventually becom-
ing Governor-General of French India (1742-1754),
quickly understood the importance of Burma’s
harbours in building a wide naval strategy in the
Bay of Bengal.

To that end, Chevalier Pierre de Milard (1736-
1778), a navy officer called “Captain of the Ferin-
ghis” (“Captain of the French”) by the Burmese,
increased France-Burma relations through service
in the Royal Burmese Armed Forces. In fact Mi-
lard fought for the Konbaung Dynasty (1752-1885)
against Siam and China.
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The wrestling match between France and
Britain for both Burma’s coastal harbours and
inner territory wore on until 1759, when King
Alaungpaya temporarily drove out all European
providers of arms to the rival Mon dynasty, and
united Burma.

While the British took until 1795 to reopen
dialogue with the country’s rulers, the French
jumped back in as early as 1766. Did France
take advantage of this lead? Milard reopened
the kingdom’s political and trade contacts with
France’s King Louis XV, and a French naval gar-
rison was reinstalled in Rangoon harbour in 1770.
The French wanted to counter British influence in
India, and Burma sought weapons for its struggle
against threatening neighbours. A mutual interest
blossomed.

Moreover, two French officers, Admiral Suffren,
famous for his successful campaign in the Indian
Ocean, and Marquis de Bussy-Castelnau, General-
Governor of Pondicherry (1783-1785), urged the
French court in Versailles to pursue Burma as an
opportune field of expansion. The bloody French
Revolution (1789-1799), however, cut the resources
to advance a French establishment at Pegu, and its
influence there faded, despite British fears to the
contrary.

Michael Symes, a British diplomat who arrived
in 1795, obtained from ruling King Bodawpaya
permission for British agents to reside in Rangoon
in order to protect the interests of the few British
subjects who were living there. More dire for
France, he convinced King Bodawpaya to close
Burmese harbours to French warships.

Could the Burmese have played the “French
card” against the British? At this point, British
apprehensions about a resurgent French presence
in Burma weren’t unfounded. Myeik had become
a gathering place for all the French cruisers oper-
ating against British ships in the Bay of Bengal.
Growing French influence in the Indian Ocean
was a real cause for the British to worry. At this
point the French seemed to be in the best position
to have possibly changed the course of history,
but they did not, and were soon hindered by an
unfavourable domestic situation.

Indeed, as France endured chronic political
instability - with two regime changes in three
decades (1815-1848) after the Napoleonic Wars
(1803-1815) - its influence in Asia faded. Not until
1840 did the French take up relations with Burma
again, bent on getting access to the Chinese
market.

As a sovereign nation, Burma didn’t want to
get trapped in humiliating relations with Britain,
and King Tharrawaddy (1837-1846) quietly recom-
mended opening toward France. Later, under King
Mindon (1853-1878), this became a permanent
feature of Burma’s foreign policy. The court made
clear its wishes to develop more privileged and
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serious relations with France.

Until 1870 at least, however, French initia-
tors were mainly individual adventurers, traders,
travellers or observers sent on secret missions,
apart from the official scene. Disorganised, these
initiatives nonetheless generated some interesting
contacts.

Under the French Second Empire (1852-1870),
conditions grew more favourable for France-
Burma diplomacy. France clearly intended to chal-
lenge Britain in the Indo-Chinese peninsula, and
the rival powers were sprinting to open dialogue
with Yunnan, China’s rich southern province,
which the French dubbed the “Chinese Louisiana’”.
As such, France sent a mission in 1866 to explore
the Mekong River and created in 1886 the “Indo-
Chinese Union” - one historic colony, Cochinchina,
and four protectorates, Cambodia, Annam, Tonkin
and Laos.

Also in 1866, a famous Frenchman, Bishop
Paul-Ambroise Bigandet, Vicar Apostolic of
Southern Burma (1870-1894) and a close adviser of
King Mindon, took part in the treaty negotiations
ending the second Anglo-Burmese war. Though he
didn’t particularly try to favour French ambitions,
he indisputably contributed to French fame in
Burma. From then on, France-Burma relations
were most fruitful in the cultural field. But had
political intrigues really stopped for good?

Burma deliberately opened up to Western
European powers in the 1870s, aiming for recogni-
tion as a sovereign, modernising country that was
receptive to external influences. Making overtures
to European countries, however, was a risky strate-
gy: Indeed, the region was a dangerous crossroads
between British and French settlers in South Asia.
Yet this did not discourage the Burmese ambition
to develop special relations with France: The two
countries formally declared in 1874 their willing-
ness to establish bilateral “links of friendship and
trade”.

Burma and France, sharing common interests
for decades before the last British annexation of
Upper Burma in 1886, were linked to each other
against the same adversary: Britain. They both
acted to “stop London” - unsuccessfully. To be
sure, the French were not innocent friends: They
first were greedy European colonisers and would
certainly have pursued control of Burma, just
like the British did, if they’d had the chance. Yet,
distressed by the rising power of the British, the
Burmese were driven by two objectives: To enter
alliances with foreign countries, and to get weap-
ons and build their military might as long as there
was still time to do so.

Still, through the 1880s, British merchants,
in Rangoon and Calcutta especially, deliberately
exaggerated French military intrigues in Burma.
This was self-serving: They wanted London to
annex Upper Burma, which finally happened in
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London

November 1885. France protested that its activities
in Burma were, in fact, purely commercial, and

a French-Burmese treaty of friendship and trade
was concluded in 1885. Yet around the same time,
the British press loudly denounced an offensive
France-Burma treaty of alliance and the latter’s
concession of a ruby mine to the French.

Were French plans for Burma just a British
legend? Earl Mahé de la Bourdonnais, a French
engineer and explorer, wrote extensive travel
diaries from 1878-1886. His first-rate account
confirms both France’s appetite for Burma’s raw
materials - portrayed in near mythical terms -
and its obsession with China.

But these ambitions went unfulfilled. In Janu-
ary 1885, French Prime Minister Jules Ferry and a
Burmese ambassador concluded a trade conven-
tion that contained no clause allowing trade of
weapons or munitions. Britain’s annexation of Up-
per Burma later in 1885 was the turning point for
France - from then on, controlling Burma was out
of the question. It could only express some territo-
rial claims to parts of Shan State in the hopes of
establishing a neutral buffer zone between Burma
and China. But Britain postponed that with a
policy of cessions to China. Eventually a solution
to the French-British conflict was found in a series
of regional agreements, including the protection
of Siam’s independence and the definition of the
present Burma-Laos border.

The British-French rivalry continued in Yun-
nan along Burma’s northern border. The French
constructed the Yunnan Railway to answer the
opening of the British Rangoon-Mandalay line
in 1889. It took until 1904 for the rival powers to
end the “Burmese issue” with the signing of the
Entente cordiale (“Cordial Agreement”) on April
8 - though it was not the end of interest in Burma
for the French government.

Has Francophile feeling grown in Myanmar
since Father Bonfer’s visit in the 16™ century? Dip-
lomatic relations between Burma and France were
established soon after independence on January
4, 1948, and France’s role here has been growing

since long before then. Although it’s difficult to ap-
preciate how the French legacy has endured in the
country, particularly in terms of culture, French
citizens today are notably the most numerous
European tourists in Myanmar. And the number
of French citizens who moved to Myanmar has
shot up 65 percent in the past year.

Can we connect France’s current interest in
Myanmar - notably in oil and gas - to historical
ties? France has invested in Myanmar for a very
long time, if not as notoriously as Britain. It organ-
ised the Women’s Forum in Yangon last December,
and the French-Myanmar Business Association
(soon to be the French-Myanmar Chamber of
Commerce and Industry), founded in 1996, is the
oldest Western business association in the country.
Thus, although a hint of French regret lingers, it
should not be a mark on French historical pride.
Legends of Burma, on the contrary, long have been
a fruitful source of inspiration in the imagination
of the French - Kessel, Loti and Cocteau, to men-
tion only the most famous writers.

Amaury Lorin, PhD History (Sciences Po, Paris),

is a French Yangon-based historian, journalist and
consultant. He is the author of Nouvelle histoire des
colonisationseuropéennes (XIXe-XXe siécles) (France
University Press, 2013) and the founder of Myanmar
Challenge.

FURTHER READING

PA Bigandet, History of the Catholic Burmese
Mission from the Year 1720-1857, Rangoon, 1887
A Mahé dela Bourdonnais, Un Francais en
Birmanie [A Frenchman in Burma], Paris, 1886
M Symes, An Account of an Embassy to the
Kingdom of Ava sent by the Governor-General
of India in 1795, London, 1800

For more than a century (1824-1948),
Myanmar came under progressively
extended British rule. But did the Gold-
en Land have no relations with France,
Britain's primary rival in the

worldwide colonial competition of the

19" century?

A French historian recounts the old,
almost unbroken, multi-faceted France-
Burma relations that have gone all-too-

often untold

“A Street in Moulmein [Mawlamyine]’; ink plate, in Earl Mahé de la Bourdonnais, Un Francais en
Birmanie [A Frenchman in Burmal], Paris, 1886. Collection: Amaury Lorin
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Opening night at TS1. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Long way
to go

New TS1 art show reflects on the new
Myanmar through the lens of old struggles

ZON PANN PWINT
zonpann08@gmail.com

Another portrays a girl walking a dog.

“I met the girl walking the dog
every day near Sule. The dog isn’t
hers. She does the housework at
someone’s home. This raises questions
about the years of willful neglect
working girls experience,” she said.

“I used to attend workshops
addressing women’s issues. But
most of the workshops were led by
men. They called for women’s rights,
but women’s voices actually went
unheard,” she said.

In contrast, through Zoncy’s
artwork, the viewer faces troubling
and complex expressions of women'’s
place in society straight on.

“The country has changed in its
economic and political situation,”
Zoncy said. “The one thing that never
seems to change is the lives of the
working class. Their lives still look
exactly the same.”

On a similar theme is one of artist
Chaw Ei Thein’s paintings, “Betel
nut seller”. The piece depicts a betel
nut seller without a mouth, holding
an ear in the palm of his hand. The
painting expresses a deep sadness
about the persistence of censorship.

In Chaw Ei Thein’s other works,
she depicts the Manau festival in her
native Kachin State with an obvious
longing for home.

Outstanding paper-made
sculptures by former political
prisoner Zar Min Htike also feature in
the exhibition. His inspiration came
from an eerie night he spent at Insein
Prison.

“Insein Prison was haunted.

I suffered a great torment that
night,” he said. “After making these
sculptures, I felt a little light relief.”

WHITE canvas bears a

print of the Sule Shangri-

La Hotel, overlaid with

another photograph of a

emale municipal worker
sweeping the street. The artwork
by young artist Zoncy is simple and
understated, but it drives home the
message that working-class women
deserve as much - if not more - of
the viewer’s attention as foreign
investments do.

Zoncy, 27, is interested in the
position of women in society, and
her inspiration comes mostly from
the street vendors in the heart of
downtown and the low-paid workers
who affect her daily life. That
inspiration turned into a series titled
“Unknown Women, Seige Unit”. The
artworks are on display until mid-
July, alongside paintings, sculptures
and fabric work by six other artists,
in “It’s a Long Way”, an exhibition at
Transit Shed No. 1 art gallery.

“Traffic always clogs the streets of
the city centre, so I go on foot almost
every day. The scenes that are so
unforgettable for me are the sellers,
buyers and vendors on the streets of
Yangon,” Zoncy said.

“When I was young, I didn’t care
deeply about struggling women. As
an adult, I became more aware that
I draw strength from their daily
struggle for survival.”

Zoncy combines photographs and
paint on the canvas, most of which
depict women. In one, female sellers
nip head lice between their thumbs,
a description of their leisure time.

Installation view of sculptures by Zar Min Htike. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Pressing questions with
Min Htin Ko Ko Gyi

The founder of the Human Rights, Human Dignity film fest discusses his work and
inspiration ahead of this year’s program

CHIT SUWAI
suwai.chit@gmail.com

MIN Htin Ko Ko Gyi is the founder of
the Human Rights, Human Dignity
International Film Festival, set for June
15-19 with the support of Aung San Suu
Kyi and Min Ko Naing. As a filmmaker,
he’s participated in international
festivals and won Best Documentary

at the 2010 Documentary Film ASEAN
event in Hanoi for The Floating
Tomatoes. He sat down with The
Myanmar Times on June 6 to speak
about what’s new at this year’s event
and the state of the local doc industry.

‘Why did you become a filmmaker?

I was interested. I've been a filmmaker
for 10 years, but I've only made 10
feature and documentary films. I chose
this job as an art, but not as a career.

‘What do you consider your best
film?

I like my feature film Last Poem. Al-
though I think audiences liked Beyond
the Dream, I think Last Poem is best be-
cause I think the script is a masterpiece.

‘What inspired you to found the Hu-
man Rights, Human Dignity Film
Festival?

1 visited film festivals in other coun-
tries, like Korea and Laos - the Laos in-
ternational film festival really inspired
me. It was around 2010, and there was
no such festival in Myanmar. Laos’s
political and economic situation isn’t
so different from ours, but they could
do it. Then in 2012, I went to a human
rights film fest in the Czech Republic. I
decided to found HRHD at that time.

‘What’s new for the festival this
year?

For the first festival in 2013, we re-
ceived only 54 films for competition,

Photo: Yuyu

and we had 14 jury members. This
year, we got 67 films and we invited
20 international film professionals
for the jury. Last year we had only
two film categories: International
and Myanmar. Now we've prepared
three: International, Myanmar and
ASEAN.

Did you need to get permission to
screen these films?

I applied to the censor board for a
permit last year because the films
weren’t only screening in Yangon. We
toured and showed the films around
the country. I wanted a smooth journey,
so I applied. They let me screen the
films easily and didn’t cut any films or
scenes.

‘What difference do you see between
international films and Myanmar-
made films?

I think Myanmar filmmakers need to
try hard to compete internationally.
From my first HRHD festival experi-
ence, I got the feeling that I had to do
something for our filmmakers to help

them improve, and so I organised a
6-week workshop.

‘What is itlike to work in the docu-
mentary industry in Yangon?

It’s still weak in Myanmar, I think. And
in my opinion, international filmmak-
ers just help us in order to make their
incomes and success with my experi-
ences. They use us as victims to make it
seem they helped us a lot, but actually
their short-term training can’t help us
thoroughly.

How have human rights progressed
in Myanmar since you became
aware of the concept?

I started to hear about human rights
at Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s speech in
1988. Although the law was there since
1948, I didn’t find them anywhere in
Myanmar. Up to now I haven’t seen
changes to support human rights
although the government has changed
and people have started to know more
about human rights.

‘What human rights knowledge

do you hope to share through the
festival?

I am not a human rights expert. So I
can’t share that knowledge well. But I'm
satisfied to have founded the festival

if the audiences [get inspired]. I just
wanted to create a democratic space
with my festival.

‘What is your next project?

I am not finished yet making my docu-
mentary film about Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi since 2012 because she is so busy.
And although my script for a General
Aung San movie is finished, I'm writing
it again and again to make it better.

See more details about the Human
Rights, Human Dignity film fest, June
15-19, at hittp://www.hrhdifforg/.

JUNE 10-14 Artist Shein solo exhibition.
Pansodan Scene, 2" floor, 144 Pansodan
Street, Kyauktada

UNTIL MID-JULY “lt's a Long Way" group

show. TS1, between Lanthit Jetty and
Kaing Dan No 1 Jetty, Oo-Pa-Sa Street,
Seikkan

JUNE 15-19 Human Rights, Human

Dignity International Film Festival, featuring

15 documentary films, eight short fims
and four animations. Visit www.hrhdiff.
org. Junction Square Cinema, Kamaryut,
and Waziya Cinema on Bogyoke Aung San
Road.

Start times at Mingalar (1,2), Thwin, Shae

Shaung (1, 2) and Nay Pyi Taw cinemas
are 10am, noon, 2pm, 4pm, 6pm and
8pm.

Start times at Junction Square and Maw

Tin are 10am, Tpm and 4pm daily and 7pm

and 9:30pm on Friday and Saturday.

Start times at Mingalar San Pyan are 10am,

12:30pm, 3:30pm, 6:30pm and 9:30pm.

[
Nay PyiTaw Cinema, near Sule Pagoda
Godzilla 3D. Directed by Gareth Edwards.

The infamous monster fights evil creatures
who threaten human existence.

Mingalar 2 Cinema, at Dagon Center 2,
Myaynigone, Sanchaung

Maleficent 3D. Directed by Robert
Stromberg. The untold story of Disney's
most iconic villain from the 1959 classic
Sleeping Beauty.

Shae Shaung Cinema 1, Sule Pagoda
Road, Kyauktada

X-Men: Days of Future Past 3D. Directed
by Bryan Singer. Wolverine is sent to the
past in a desperate effort to change history
and prevent the end for both humans and
mutants.

Shae Shaung Cinema 2, Sule Pagoda
Road, Kyauktada
Maleficent 3D.

Junction Square Cineplex, Kamaryut

The Amazing SpiderMan 2 3D. Directed by
Mark Webb. Peter Parker faces Electro and
Harry Osborn returns.

Godzilla 3D.

Junction Maw Tin Cineplex, Lanmadaw
From Veegas to Macau. Directed by Wong
Jing. This Hong Kong-Chinese crime
comedy film starring Chow Yun-fat is the

JUNE@-15

Got an event?
List it in What's On!
Email: whatsonmt@gmail.com

fourth installment of the God of Gamblers
film series.

Mingalar San Pyan Cineplex, Phone Gyi
Street and Anawrahta, Lanmadaw
GodZzilla 3D.

X-Men: Days of Future Past 3D.

JUNE 9 Live blues. Mojo Bar, 135 Inya
Road, Bahan 8:30-11:30pm

JUNE 13 Irish traditional music, featuring
Mick Maloney and guests. Tickets are free
but email irishcultureinmyanmar@gmail.
com to reserve. Chatrium Hotel, 40 Nat
Mauk Street, Tarmwe 7:30pm

JUNE 9 Pub quiz at 50" Street Bar, 9-13
50t Street, Botahtaung 8-11pm

JUNE 10 Gallery conversation and drinks.
Pansodan Gallery, 289 Pansodan Street,
Kyauktada, 7pm-late

JUNE 12Tipsy Travel Talk Thursdays.
Discuss alternative travel in Myanmar
over drinks. Off the Beaten Track Café,
Kandawgyi Oo Yin Kabar, Kandawgyi Park,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt
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The monk who turned
himself to stone

On the trail of a Buddhist legend from Mandalay to Shwebo

STUART ALAN BECKER

OUR of us took off last
Wednesday morning for
Shwebo, about 110km (68
miles) north of Mandalay,
to examine the petrified
body of a monk named Narindabhi
housed at Paya Koe Sue Pagoda.

According to local legend, prior
to his death, Narindabhi had willed
himself to turn to stone - leaving
instructions for his associates not
to cremate or bury his body but to
protect and allow it to transform.

On the trail of this legend, we
drove along the Irrawaddy River bank
to Yatanapon Bridge, which connects
Mandalay with the town of Sagaing.
From there, the road runs through a
number of villages toward Shwebo,
the home of King Alaungpaya (1714~
1760), who founded the Konbaung
Dynasty, a line of kings including
Mindon, who built Mandalay Palace
and the famous moat. The dynasty
ended when Mindon’s son Thibaw
was taken by the British in a boat
down the Irrawaddy to India, never to
return to his native land.

Along the way from Sagaing
toward Shwebo, you pass through
Sadaung. The road is in pretty good
condition, often shaded by a canopy
of old trees on either side dating
from the colonial period. Then
there’s Hladaw, about 30km before
Shwebo, which is famous for the
local people’s use of descriptive or
comparative metaphors in the Bur-
mese language. For example, one
saying goes, “Even Ban Ki-Moon is
not as busy as you are.”

Within the city of Shwebo,
there’s an old Episcopal Church
dating to the British colonial days
and a restaurant called Eden, which
serves Western and Chinese food.

A few hundred metres down the
Alaungpaya Road, you take a left up
Shwebo Yae Oo Road and proceed

a couple of kilometres until you
pass some rectangular ponds that
used to be part of the moat that sur-
rounded the old city.

There, on the left, is the red and
gold archway entrance to Paya Koe
Sue Pagoda, where a special shrine
holds the remains of the venerable
monk Narindabhi, who lived from
1900-1964 and is reputed to have
come from somewhere near Manda-
lay. He spent most of his life as an
ascetic, making his daily rounds for
alms through Shwebo before return-
ing to Paya Koe Sue Pagoda where
he practiced his meditation between
two neem trees and in front of one
Borassus (Palmyra) palm tree.

Sometime during the early
1960s, the monk expressed his wish
for his body to be left outside after
death. He also gave instructions
that the three trees be cut down but
the stumps left in place.

Within a month’s time after his
death in 1964, the story goes, his
body had petrified into what looks
like solid rock - and the tree stumps
had petrified in the same way.

Venerable Narindabhi was
known to be a practitioner of “mag-
ic squares”, or cabalistic diagrams
in which numbers and symbols,
including the Myanmar alphabet,
arranged in a square can all add up
to the same number, for example.
Beyond their recreational math
appeal, magic squares in certain
arrangements are thought to open
portals to other worlds.

The local belief about Narind-
abhi is that he used his skill with
magic squares to open a portal
to the nether world and, having
already reached nirvana - the
Buddhist concept of letting go
completely of earthly desires - pre-
served his body and favourite trees
from his new position. For believers,
the stony corpse and petrified tree
stumps attest to this other-worldly
connection.

‘When the shrine caretaker slid
the monk’s body from its glass cof-
fin, I enquired whether it would be
alright to touch him. He answered
yes, and I laid my left hand upon
Narindabhi’s right hand which lay
across his waist. Indeed the arm

Clockwise from top left: Narindabhi in life, in death, and the entrance to Paya Koe Sue Pagoda. Photo: SA Becker

felt like stone. Not like dried flesh
or jerky or dried fish. His arm and
fingers felt very hard and cool like
stone.

Practitioners of Buddhism and
its many variations believe that
those who meditate can come to
control their bodies and expand
their life spans and possibly even
inhabit other bodies.

“He wanted to leave a message
that he is still going on in a differ-
ent form, still surviving in a differ-
ent place,” said Leon Moe San, a
native of Shwebo who accompanied
our party. He remembers visiting
Paya Koe Sue Pagoda with his father
when he was a little boy.

Over the course of his life,
Narindabhi witnessed and survived
various kinds of strife and warfare,
including the Japanese occupa-
tion, uprisings, killings and other
struggles. His death came around
the time of a military government’s
implementation of the disastrous
“Burmese Way to Socialism”.

“Maybe he saw the truth and he
turned himself into stone,” Leon
Moe San said.

“Venerable Narindabhi was
known to be reticent, quiet and
peaceful. In the morning he made
regular rounds to receive some
alms from the locals in Shwebo, and
when he returned to the pagoda, he
became a serious monk doing seri-
ous meditation.”

By taking the road toward
Mogok east out of Shwebo, it is
possible to loop back to Mandalay,
making a nice day trip through
some of the gold mining areas, end-
ing up behind Mandalay Hill.

But for the adventurous seekers
of a spiritual experience, a visit to
the petrified remains of Narindabhi
will offer clues to a belief system
in which serious focus in this life
could mean a profound release from
any kind of suffering in the next. A
donation toward the maintenance
of the pagoda into the box adjacent
of the monK’s glass resting place is
encouraged.

PARIS

Modigliani painting sold for 13.5
million euros

A painting by Italian artist Amedeo Modigliani
sold at an auction in Paris last week for 13.5
million euros (US$18.3 million), a record

for the artist’s work in France, Sotheby’s
announced.

The portrait of his main patron Paul
Alexandre, painted in 1911-1912, had up to
now been in the hands of Alexandre’s family
and was estimated at between 5 and 8 million
euros.

“There were five bidders on the phone”
vying for the painting, Sotheby’s said in
a statement without giving details of the
successful one.

Alexandre met the young Modigliani in
Paris in 1907 and was the only buyer of the
artist’s work until 1914.

Besides the portrait, four drawings by Modigliani were also sold for a total of
900,900 euros ($1.2 million).

MILAN

Italian nun puts trust in God for talent
show final

Italian nun Suor Cristina said she was putting
her trust in God as she prepares for the final

of a television talent show after winning over

audiences with her soulful singing.

“I live in the moment. | leave the future in
the hands of providence,” the 25-year-old told
reporters on June 4, the eve of the final of The
Voice of Italy.

The Sicilian described herself as a “humble
servant” and said her success could be
attributed to a “thirst for joy, for love, for a
message that is beautiful and pure”.

“Since Pope Francis talks of a bible of joy ... |
think I'm on the right track,” said Suor Cristina,
who was one of four finalists.

The hip-shaking nun’s “No One” video has been viewed more than 50 million
times on YouTube. She also earned plaudits for her eyebrow-raising version of
“The Time of My Life” - the final song of the cult movie Dirty Dancing.

THE HAGUE

Dutch halal sex shop hooks up with German
erotic giant

A Dutch online shop selling halal sex products
announced on June 4 an alliance with Europe’s largest
erotic retailer to tap into the lucrative Muslim market,
potentially worth billions of euros.

The founder of Amsterdam-based El Asira, Abdelaziz
Aouragh, said the deal with Frankfurt-listed Beate Uhse
came four years after his company first launched a
range of erotic products that do not contravene Sharia
law.

El Asira, which means “Society” in Arabic, launched
its range of discreet products in 2010, including sensual
oils based on the highly sought-after agar wood oil - one
of the world’'s most expensive natural raw materials - to
massive acclaim and approval from the local Muslim
community.

“We will take 18 of our Islamic branded products to
the market through Beate Uhse,” Aouragh told AFP.

“Considering we're targeting a [global] market of
around 1.8 billion people, the potential is huge,” he said.

Both companies stressed the venture is far removed from the traditional sex
shop image of dildos and pornography. “Our products increase the atmosphere
and heighten feelings of sensuality,” Aouragh said.

MADRID

Irish author wins Spanish lit award
Irish author John Banville, best known for his
crime novels written under the pseudonym
Benjamin Black, has been awarded Spain’s
prestigious Prince of Asturias literature
award, the prize jury said on June 4.

The 68-year-old edged out 23 other
contenders to take the 50,000 euro
(US$68,000) prize, one of eight given in
different fields by the Asturias Foundation
each year.

Banville won the Man Booker prize,
regarded as the most significant English
literary prize, in 2005 for his novel The Sea
about a retired art historian who tries to
reconcile himself with the death of his wife at
a seaside village.

Previous winners of the literature prize
include US writer Philip Roth, Canada’s
Margaret Atwood and Amin Maalouf.

Guests attend the 2014 CMT Music Awards at the Bridgestone Arena on June
4, 2014, in Nashville, Tennessee. 1. Dusty Hill (left) and Billy Gibbons of ZZ Top
2. Dierks Bentley (left) and Luke Bryan 3. Actor and WWE personality “Stone
Cold” Steve Austin 4. Brian Kelley (left) and Tyler Hubbard of Florida Georgia
Line. Photos: Michael Loccisano/Getty Images/AFP
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National Day of the Russian Federation

A Special Feature Sponsored by the Embassy of the Russian Federation, Yangon

June 12, 2014

Address of the Ambassador of the Russian Federation
to the Republic of the Union of Myanmar

n this auspicious date for the
Ocitizens of my country I am

pleased to greet our Myanmar
friends and partners and to wish the
people of this beautiful country peace,
health and prosperity.

One of the key priorities of Russia’s
foreign policy is to promote compre-
hensive cooperation with its neigh-
bors in Asia and Pacific. With the
increasing importance of the region
in global economy and world politics
Russia is advancing ties with regional
institutions and individual partners,
including ASEAN and the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar as its pres-
ent Chairman. Russia appreciates bal-
anced, unbiased and responsible ap-
proach of Myanmar to international
issues and her skillful leadership in

promoting ASEAN integration.

Today Asia-Pacific region confronts
multifaceted challenges. Russia stands
for establishment of a new architecture
of security and cooperation in the region
based on principles of equal and indivis-
ible security, the rule of international law
and respect of interests of all states.

Bilateral cooperation with Myanmar
is an important element of Russia’s ef-
forts to build closer ties with this rapidly
developing part of the world. As a long-
standing friend and partner of Myan-
mar, Russia is committed to further
strengthen our bilateral relationship in
accordance with the Declaration on the
Principles of the Friendly Relations be-
tween the Russian Federation and the
Union of Myanmar signed in 2000.

During the last year the two sides

H.E. MR. VASILY B. POSPELOV
have had an intensive exchange of vis-
its of high-ranking officials and repre-
sentatives of the civil society. In com-
memoration of the 65th Anniversary of
establishment of the diplomatic rela-

tions between Myanmar and Russia a
detachment of the Russian Pacific Fleet
paid a friendly visit to the Thilawa Sea
Port and a high-profile delegation of
the Russia - Myanmar Friendship So-
ciety visited Myanmar in November
2013. As a part of the cultural program,
the Pacific Fleet Ensemble and a mu-
sical band from Moscow performed a
joint concert on the stage of the Na-
tional Theater in Yangon.

We are enhancing our ties in the
field of education with hundreds of lo-
cal students receiving diplomas in Rus-
sian universities and with the launch of
an annual scholarship program spon-
sored by the Russian International Co-
operation Agency. Steps are underway
to advance cooperation in trade and
investment, science and health sector.

A growing economic cooperation be-
tween Russian and Myanmar will con-
tribute to the well-being of people in a
way beneficial to the both sides and to
the region as a whole.

As a country that had experienced
itself deep political and socio-econom-
ic transformations in the recent past,
Russia understands the importance of
the Myanmar government’s efforts to
implement reforms in harmony with
national cultural norms and tradi-
tions in order to ensure their smooth
progress. At this important stage of
Myanmar’s development we extend to
the government and to the people of
Myanmar our sincere wishes of suc-
cess in their joint endeavors to build
up modern democratic and developed
nation.

Russia in the Changing World

has undergone comprehen-

sive transformation from a
one-party rule socialist state with
state-owned economy toward a
stable modern democratic nation.
Today the country is focusing on
issues of political, social and eco-
nomic development which are
common to most countries of the
increasingly globalized world.

The Russian government
is stepping up efforts aimed at
strengthening the country’s econ-
omy based on market principles,
rule of law and socially-oriented
welfare state. Due to technological
advancement, growth of produc-
tivity and development of quali-
fied workforce the national GDP
in 2013 has exceeded 2,12 US$
trillion. Despite negative factors
related to Eurozone crisis and the
overall slowdown of the global
economy, Russia’s foreign trade
reached $ 884 billion with an ex-
port surplus totaling $ 215 billion.
The recent establishment of the
Eurasian Economic Union of Rus-
sia, Belorussia and Kazakhstan will
further enhance the economic po-
tential of the member states.

The Russian government con-
tinues economic reforms aimed
at increased people-centered
investments in the field of sci-
ence, education, health, culture
and sport in order to uplift the
social well-being and quality of
life of Russian citizens. A large-
scale program of development
and modernization of economy
of Siberia and Russia’s Far East
will further significantly contrib-
ute to our growing ties within
the Asia-Pacific region of which
Russia is an integral part.

As a democratic federal state
Russia is following the policy of
cultural diversity and support of
languages, customs and tradi-
tional values of the people of 22
national republics which consti-
tute a fourth of the total number
of the country’s administrative
units. Being a country of great
cultural traditions and world-
renowned writers, artists and
composers Russia remains to be
a place of a vibrant cultural and

In the past two decades Russia

spiritual life with vast variety of
festivals, concerts, exhibitions,
both classical and modern.

During this year we will host
a number of high-profile interna-
tional conferences and cultural
events to further promote mu-
tual understanding and respect
among representatives of diverse
ethnic and religious groups.
Russia is a strong champion of
international dialogue and co-
operation in a wide range of hu-
manitarian spheres. In February
Russia hosted the XXII Olympic
Winter Games in Sochi which
became a true festival of world
sports. Russia remains a leading
contributor to the operation of the
International Space Station and is
a participant of many multilateral
research and scientific projects.

Strengthening cooperation
and rapid and continued in-
crease in trade with Asia and
Pacific ($ 209 billion) reflects
the ongoing long-term shift in
Russia’s priorities in favor of
promoting closer relations with
its neighbors in this part of the
world. We believe that growing
economic, political and people-
to-people ties within the region
will contribute to its prosperity,
security and stability.

Russia aims at further enhanc-
ing multi-dimensional dialogue
partnership with ASEAN. We wel-
come and support the regional
integration processes toward es-
tablishment of the ASEAN Com-
munity. Russia will continue to
promote and contribute to multi-
lateral dialogue frameworks such
as ASEAN Regional Forum and
East Asia Summit. As a decade-
old dialogue partner of ASEAN,
Russia is taking steps to further
strengthen the two sides’ practical
cooperation, above all in the field
of economy and trade which, as we
believe, is below its real potential.

Russia is moving forward in
enhancing its ties with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. During
President Vladimir Putin’s his-
toric visit to Shanghai on May
20-21 the two sides announced
the start of a new phase of bi-
lateral comprehensive partner-

ship and strategic cooperation.
Over 50 contracts in the field
of investment, infrastructure
development and joint indus-
trial projects had been signed,
including the oil and gas mega-
deal worth of 400 bln USD. Our
partnership within the Shanghai
Organization of Security has
proved to be the key element of
stability and security in Central
Asia and in neighboring areas.

Russia is actively working
with Brazil, India, China and
South Africa within the BRICS
Group to establish a multi-
centric democratic world order
based on universal norms of in-
ternational law as well as prin-
ciples of equality, mutual respect
and cooperation among nations.
In order to avoid confrontation
and to resolve differences inter-
national actors should engage in
honest and meaningful dialogue
aimed at exploring possibilities
for cooperative arrangements
rather than resort to means of
gaining advantages at the ex-
pense of others. As a permanent
member of the UN Security
Council, Russia consistently op-
poses policies of pressure and
unilateral sanctions. Moscow
believes that the concept of self-
proclaimed “exceptional status”
of one nation over the rest of
the world and attempts to im-
pose one model of development
on different nations are out of
touch with the realities of the
contemporary world.

The fact that Russia conducts
independent foreign policy, does

not shy away from defending its
national interests and is clearly
stating its position on interna-
tional issues irritates those who
seek dominance in the world.
The case in point is the anti-
Russian campaign launched in
connection with tragic events in
Ukraine where elected president
was removed from power by ille-
gitimate group of self-proclaimed
rulers who are now waging war
against people in the South-East
of the country. The purpose of this
campaign is evident - the outside
sponsors of this coup d’etat want
to cover up their desire to install
“pro-Western” client regime in a
state that neighbors Russia. Re-
peated calls from Moscow to stop
atrocities against civilians and to
start national dialogue have been
ignored. However, Russia will
continue efforts aimed at normal-
ization of the situation on the ba-
sis of national reconciliation and
respect of the will of people.

The ongoing destabilizing de-
velopments in different parts of
the world caused by the policy of
unilateralism under the slogan
of “global leadership” require
an increased cooperation among
nations which share beliefs in
the centrality of the principles
of UN Charter, multilateral col-
laborative efforts, respect of in-
terests of all states and peaceful
resolution of differences. Rus-
sia will continue to pursue this
policy for the sake of establish-
ing new just world order and
strengthening global peace and
stability.

The Buddhist Land
of Kalmykia

of the four traditional religions of the Russian Federa-
tion along with Christianity, Islam and Judaism.

Not many people outside Russia are aware of the exis-
tence of a Buddhist region located in its European part. This
is Republic of Kalmykia, one of the 85 administrative units of
the Russian Federation, with a population of about 300,000.
Today this is the only region in Europe with indigenous
Buddhist population comprised of followers of the Tibetian
school of Mahayana.

Kalmyks are descendants of a powerful ancient tribe of
Oirats who belonged to the Western branch of Mongolian
Empire. In old times the Great Silk Road ran through the
territory of the present day Kalmykia. Starting from the 13th
century Buddhism was gaining popularity among Kalmyks
and in the beginning of 1700s became the predominant faith
of the local population.

At this time Kalmyks became part of the Russian Empire
and served as guards of vast territories along its then South-
ern border. During this period the Kalmyks experienced eco-
nomic prosperity due to the trade with Russian towns, China,
Tibet and ancient Central Asian cities.

Buddhism has greatly influenced the culture and mentality of
Kalmyks, forming the norms of their everyday life, customs and
traditions. Meditativeness, restraint, morality are values highly re-
spected and cultivated as distinguishing national features.

The largest Buddhist temple in Europe is located
in Kalmykia capital city of Elista. A majestic Golden
Abode of Buddha Shakyamuni was built in 2005 and
became the central site of worship and meditation with
pilgrims coming here every year in thousands to pay
homage to a great golden image of Buddha located in-
side the temple.

Today’s Kalmykia is a dynamically developing region with
rising standards of living, vibrant social and cultural life.
Elista is also known around the world for its “City of Chess”
built on the initiative and with support of Kalmykia’s former
President Mr. Kirsan N. Ilyumzhinov - the President of the
World Chess Federation (FIDE) since 1995.

Buddhism is recognized by the Russian legislation as one
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Living well in Myanmar

The flu

shot

Knowing when and

why to get it

CHRISTOPH
GELSDORF,
MD

livingwellmyanmar@gmail.com

N most countries doctors face
the challenge of convincing
patients to get vaccinated
against the flu. In Myanmar we
face the additional challenge of
determining the right time of year
to offer the flu vaccine. Because
the efficacy of the flu vaccine
wanes slowly after it has been
administered, patients should get
the shot in the season in which flu
is most common.

‘We know from disease
surveillance data that in cool-
climate countries in the northern
and southern hemispheres the flu
season occurs in the winter months.
In contrast, in tropical climates the
flu season is more variable, with
cases of the flu often occurring year-
round. This makes recommending
the timing of a flu shot more
difficult in places like Southeast
Asia.

A new report published in
the Bulletin of the World Health
Organization is helpful in this
regard. The authors collected and
reviewed data on the occurrence
of the flu from 2006 to 2011 in
10 Southeast and South Asian
countries. For the three nations
closest to the equator - Indonesia,
Malaysia and Singapore - cases of
the flu seemed to be spread evenly
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throughout the year. In countries
slightly further to the north -
Bangladesh, Cambodia, India,
Laos, the Philippines, Thailand
and Vietnam - there was a clear
uptick in flu cases from July to
October. These months, of course,
correspond to our rainy season.

While Myanmar was not
included in the research, a look
at our neighbouring countries
Thailand and Bangladesh shows
that July, August and September
have been the highest intensity
flu months in recent years. Until
Myanmar has its own data, we can
probably safely extrapolate that this
is the time in which we will benefit
most from vaccination. Therefore,
it makes sense for doctors to
encourage patients to get vaccinated
in May and June.

Vaccine manufacturers formulate
separate vaccines for the northern
and southern hemispheres. They
attempt to target the strains of the
influenza virus that are most likely
to occur in each temperate climate’s
winter season. In an average year
the vaccine will protect against 80
percent of circulating virus strains.

The southern hemisphere
version is produced in Australia
and is given in April and May in
preparation for the winter. Because
this is close to the timing we
feel is most useful in Myanmar,
we administer the southern
hemisphere vaccine in my clinic.
Even if international residents
living in Yangon were vaccinated
in Europe or America last autumn,
they may not be adequately

protected against the flu during
rainy season and should consider
getting this vaccine.

In most cases the flu makes
you feel crummy for a few days
to two weeks - fever, weakness,
headache and bone pain are
common symptoms. But it can
lead to more serious complications
such as pneumonia, bronchitis,
ear infections or sinus infections.
Children are particularly vulnerable
to the flu, while the elderly account
for most of the annual deaths
caused by flu-related complications.
Another high-risk group is pregnant
women. Research has taught us
that there is twice the risk of fetal
death in women who get the flu
while pregnant.

There is no truly effective
treatment for the flu. Rest,
analgesics and hydration are
helpful while we wait for the
symptoms to dissipate on their
own. Furthermore the flu is often
indistinguishable from dengue, so
the sickness that characterises both
diseases may require blood tests to
make a diagnosis. For these reasons
patients should have a conversation
with their doctor in Myanmar to
decide if the vaccine is right for
them.

Christoph Gelsdorf is an American
Board of Family Medicine physician
who has a health clinic in Yangon
(www.gelsdorfMD.com). He is a
member of the GP Society of the
Myanmar Medical Association. Reader
inquiries are welcomed.
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AQUARIUS | Jan 20 - Feb 18

Wrong ideas and negativity
have no power to ignite
worldwide commercial
growth. Know that making
something different or
better is a key benefit of creativity and
innovation. Think of all the ways you can
change an object and modify or rearrange
something through your new way of
thinking. Imagine yourself with a different
style, and find harmonious relationships
with others.

LEO | July 23 - Aug 22

Life is the exchange of novel
> information developing

through time, and you

should not dwell in the past.

Better to bathe in the light
and luxury of the countless new technical
achievements that spring up every day.
It's time that you recognise the value of
the different solutions of science and
spirituality. Both are aimed at peace and
equality.

Because you forever want to
put things in @ more

PISCES | Feb 19 - March 20
attractive light than reality
offers, you sometimes could

7
get duped by schemers.

Don’t neglect to organise effectively, and
never nail down the material aspects of
your initiatives. Don’t ignore the mundane
responsibilities of social life and
competition, and don't sidestep when
straightforward action is critical.

Different colours have
different power according to

VIRGO | Aug 23 - Sept 22
the law of nature. Say
nothing more about the

[ﬂ/il
difference between you and

others, but start your experiment by
assuming compatibility. You will soon get
the beautiful answer from colours. The
result depends on your attitude, which
should be optimistic and harmonious.
Love has its colour and power, too.

ARIES | Mar 21 - Apr 19

il

When it's do or die, believe
in yourself. Your input is
essential. Be optimistic
and favours and
friendships will emerge to
make your role high and dignified
before long. Develop yourself to be
enduring in the face of trouble, and
don’t be anxious about trying to
maintain your integrity. Hold your sharp
tongue in personal expression.

Always consider the
consequences of your

LIBRA | Sept 23 - Oct 22
choices, and be careful in
your plans. Take your time,

outside opinions and recommendations.
Rely on your own intellect in the end. It's a
good idea to weigh all the factors of each
decision and produce an optimal course
of action that can be helped by close
partners. Keep confident.

TAURUS | Apr 20 - May 20

&>

g »

Due to unproven enterprise,
you could lose your sanity,
and trust could disappear in
your relationships. A good
change is a must. Be
optimistic in your conversations, and you
should be reliable in promises and
dealings. Don't forget your main objective
is to acquire value in increments as you
go along. You can focus on fineness in all
things you touch - except love.

SCORPIO | Oct 23 - Nov 21

Outgoing messengers could

perform your everyday

functions of enterprise for

better or worse. Rely on

potential partners who can
play the role of diplomat while
maintaining their loyalty to you. Cancer
and Pisces often become your long-term
trusted mates in the business world.
Welcome challenges, but you should not
be a challenger for something at risk.

GEMINI | May 21 - June 20

Your ideas are not available
- to get ahead of the curve,

and you have not come up

with creative answers to

new social demands
because of your backward ideas and
aggression. Even so, you are in great
favour in the cosmos. You can choose not
to enjoy life, or you could lunge toward
opportunity. Unless you change your
frame of mind, you cannot develop
self-esteem.

SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 - Dec 21

D High adrenaline levels and

—amm restless energy may start to
% combine emotionally with

w your independent mind. Try
not to detest an authoritative
atmosphere that needs your intellectual
strength. You don’t need any special
secrets of success besides your clever
decisions and beautiful intuition and
discipline. Be prepared to make decisions
on the fly.

CANCER | June 21 - July 22

The deeper level of
communication is an
unconscious reciprocity.
You should try to
understand the psychology
of others, their feelings, and how and
why they view the world as they do.
Know that empathy is a skill that
improves the mind. Balance is very
important in relationships. Love is an
examination of the psychic balance
between two persons.

X

CAPRICORN | Dec 22 - Jan 19

Earth must have water, and
you must have endurance
and a flexible social outlook.
Nothing can happen without
harmonious manners and
endeavours. Hidden fruits sometimes
have more nutrition than you think. You
must be clever in relationships. Adding
value is your silver bullet. The heart
needs harmony and favour always.

AUNG MYIN KYAW

4™ Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

i Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameastedgmail.com
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D-l-Y smoked
duck on your
stovetop

It’s not as hard as you think

GAI-LAN SALAD

Serves 6

* 2 bunches gai-lan

« % tsp sesame oil

« 1 thsp vegetable oil

« 1 thsp Kikkoman soy sauce
« 1tsp ground white pepper
*1tsp salt

Pick the buds and young fresh
leaves of the gai-lan. Snip of the
stems. Wash and drain. Blanch
in a big pot of boiling water for
3-4 minutes, or until gai-lan is
cooked. The colour should be
emerald green and glossy.

Take out and refresh the
greens in ice-cold water. Drain
well and dry.

Add all the remaining
ingredients to a bowl and mix
well. Sprinkle the mixture
onto the gai-lan leaves and
toss.

PREPARING THE PLATE

Slice the duck breasts

and transfer them

onto plates.

Sprinkle each A

with plum

salsa and lay

a few sprigs

of gai-lan

on the k.

side. 4
L

PHYO ARBIDANS
phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

EA-smoked duck. It sounds
yummy, doesn’t it? This dish
is very popular right now at
fusion restaurants, in food
magazines and on cooking
shows in Australia. Lots of celebrity
chefs and contestants on reality TV
cooking programs are trying this
recipe of modern Australian cuisine.

Since no one is serving it here
in Yangon, I finally mustered the
motivation to crack this one out in
my own Kitchen. Actually, it sounds
complicated, but it’s absolutely simple
and easy.

You don’t need any special
appliance to smoke a duck. Probably
you already have most of what you
will need. Just follow the procedure.
Then you can cook like a pro.

The difficult bit is finding
a nice cut of duck breast, so
you might end up buying

a whole duck. Don’t

worry about that, because

I'll bring in more duck

recipes this month. So

keep the rest of the duck
in the freezer, or make a
duck ragu pasta sauce -
thighs are good for that.
Ask your butcher to
cut the duck into four
pieces and to clean
the inside cavity. Then
chop the wings. Wash
and dry them well.

Then you can start deboning.

To debone the breasts, use a thin
and pointy knife and push it between
the bones and the meat along the
bottom part. Then slit the meat and
carefully separate it away from the
bone.

Once you have tried this once, you
can smoke anything with tea leaves
at any time. During the smoking, the
heat will burn off lots of fat from the
duck. So it’s quite a lean dish as well.

TEA-SMOKED DUCK
Serves 4

* 4 duck breasts (farm duck)

« 2 cups green tea leaves (such as
Shan tea)

« 1 cinnamon stick, 7-10cm

» 6-8 whole star anise

« Salt

» A deep iron wok or pot with a heavy
bottom

« A tightly fitted lid with rounded

top (to create an airtight space full of
smoke)

» Aluminum foil

70A Shwegondaing Road

» A wire rack

Rub a few pinches of salt on the
duck skin and set aside.

Set up the smoker. Line the wok
with aluminum foil and cover with
the tea leaves and spices. Then cover
the tea-leaf area with another sheet of
foil, which will control the smoke.

Centre a wire rack in the wok,
above the tea leaves. It should be
heat-proof and the surface of the rack
should stand about 10cm away from
the tea leaves and foil.

Cover the wok with a lid and heat
on high. The tea will start smoking in
1-2 minutes. Open the lid just a peep
to check the smoke. When the wok
is full of smoke, lift the lid halfway
and quickly arrange the duck meat
on the wire rack. Make sure the skin
faces up.

Put the lid on again, and turn the
heat down. Smoke for 10 minutes.
Then turn the heat off and let the
meat rest inside the wok, still covered.

If you like your meat a bit pink,
rest it in the wok for 3 minutes before
transferring to a plate. Cover with

Photo: Whitney Light

aluminum foil and let rest another 3
minutes.

If the breast is big and thick, you
might need to smoke a few more
minutes.

PLUM SALSA

 12-15 dried plums (zee thee chauk)
« 2 tbsp roasted sesame oil

« 2 tbsp vegetable oil

« 1 tbsp brown sugar

« 1 tbsp Kikkoman soy sauce

« 1 tsp ground white pepper

Boil water in a pot and add plums
for half of a minute, then take out
and dry.

Remove the seeds and dice the
plums finely. Add the remaining
ingredients to a bowl, mix well, and
let the sugar dissolve before adding
the plums.

Serve as a sauce for the duck.

Note: Zee thee, or plums, are
available at some supermarkets. They
are a shiny dark red-brown colour.
Use the dried ones. You can keep
them in an airtight container for a
couple of months.

The Lab

Tuesday-Sunday 5:30pm-late
+959 250 537 979

Tasty results turn up at The Lab

WHITNEY LIGHT
light.whitney@gmail.com

WITH a glassed front revealing a
chic interior of brick walls, bar stools
and lamplight, The Lab glows like a
cozy neighbourhood joint against a
backdrop of weathered commercial
blocks on Shwegondaing Road.

I admit my expectations were
high going in. The tapas bar opened
with a widely attended and positively
reviewed launch party a few
weekends ago. Dreams of kalamata
olives and chorizo danced in my
head.

As it turned out, it’s not quite
as imagined - but it’s pretty good.
The menu features Mediterranean
small dishes plus a very few Asian
ones. Instead of relying on expensive
imports, however, the directors,
Amine Zlaoui and Raouf Baccouche,
have been resourceful with planning
around local or easily purchased
ingredients: a tin of tuna, some beans,
fresh vegetables and good olive oil.
(There are some cheesier and meatier
options, if that’s what you're craving.)
The upshot is very reasonable prices:
K3000-4000 for most items. It can
add up quickly if you have an appetite
but all are easily shared and rich and

flavourful enough that a few bites is all
you want.

The hummus (K3000) is of average
homemade quality but gets points for
the addition on top of a little chopped
tomato, ground cumin and dollop
of olive oil. Lebne (K3500), zingy,
thick-like-soft-cheese yoghurt balls
encrusted with herbs, is delicious
spread on a bit of crusty bread.

Mechouia (K3500), or Tunisian
grilled vegetable and tuna salad,
is also simple and excellent. The
base of roasted and finely minced
vegetables - green peppers and
onions, it seems - are topped with
chunks of oil-packed tuna, green
olives and wedges of boiled egg. And
the shrimp in the gambas al ajillo
(K4000) were cooked to perfection
with tender flesh and tails crispy
enough to eat, in a fresh marinade of
spices, garlic and lemon.

The only major disappointment of
the evening was the patatas bravas
(K3000), which were basically
baked-from-frozen French fries with
mayo and ketchup, not a homemade
tomato sauce. Also, is decent bread
really so hard to come by in Yangon?
The hummus came with one measly
flatbread and the lebne with two
small slices of crusty bread - not

enough for the dish, though our
waiter did happily bring us some
more.

Wine and cocktail prices are
average, starting at K5000 for a
glass of Chilean red. A bottle of Casa
de Campo set us back K24,000.
Service is courteous and efficient
and, although a bit cramped, the
restrooms also won some points
for the fresh jasmine flowers and
individual hand towels.

New menu items are being added
regularly, it seems, so this is one
place that will be worth checking
out on a semi-regular basis. In sum,
it’s no surprise that The Lab has
quickly joined the list of options for
relaxed after-work and weekend get-
togethers.

Restaurant Rating

Food
Beverage

Service
X-Factor
Value for money
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Miss Myanmar arrives home to Yangon

May Myat Noe, the winner of the 2014 Miss Asia Pacific World beauty
contest, arrived the night of May 5 at Yangon International Airport
from South Korea. Beating 38 contestants around the world, the
19-year-old beauty queen also received an award for “most popular’
contestant, chosen by online voters and was honoured as a special
member of the Korean Film Actors’ Association. Myanmar people
celebrated her victory, not least because under military government
the country missed out on such events for many years.
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“Plays It Pop” art opening

On June 2, Delphine Delorme opened
the exhibition “Plays it Pop”, which
features her colorful pop works

at Shwe Sa Bwe restaurant. From
Warhol-esque Campbell soup cans to
a Steve McQueen lightbox, her paint- .
ings, sculptures and installations take J Daw Sein Sein and her son,
you to the glamourous, superficial, Shane and Josh artist Ko Tun Win Aung
impersonal and mundane reality of
pop art.

Jam It! punk versus hip-hop

In its latest edition, Jam

It! decided to shake up an
abandoned milling factory
in Dawbon township, bring-
ing together graffiti artists,
punks and hip-hop lovers
for an amazing live show.
Find all the pictures of the
concert on facebook.com/
IMAunderground.

Robert
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“It's a Long Way” art opening

Art gallery TSI celebrated the launch
on May 30 of its second exhibition, a
group show titled “It’s a Long Way”
featuring contemporary artists Zoncy,
Ko So, Waimar Nyunt, Zar Min Htike,
Chaw Ei Thein, Lwin Oo Maung and
May Phue Htet. The event in the novel
pop-up pavilion, a transformed transit
shed near Wardan Jetty that opened
last month, drew many of the artists’ ik
friends, family and gallery-goers. Artist Zoncy

Blue Puppy, Yu Royal, Pk Pinky and Jelly Doll
Hip-hop at Myanmar Event Park

On May 31, pretty much the whole Yangon hip-hop
scene gathered at the Myanmar Event Park for an
epic concert organized by Forever Blossom. Annega,
J-Me, Cyclone, AR-T, YAK, Yan Yan Chan, Babu,
PBD Hood, Po Po and many others performed for
thousands of fans.

|

Lin Moe Myint and Gold Pachi

One Way

Sule ShangriLa

WAL

June, this week!

Wine Week Promotion

At Gdllery Bar

USD 30.00 PER PERSON

= |Infemational wines, gourmet snacks and cheese
* Meet the world. Taste the wines. ga_l_l.er}r
* Free flow on selected wines BaR

* From 8:00 pm - 10:00 pm

* Valet parking now availobie!

FOR RESERYATIONS PLEASE CALL [(07]) 242828 EXT. 6430, 643)
n.n'S-J.'R-E.hn!'.:].'.lr:‘r'nngora
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FMI B2 12345 1300 14:00 ' ' K7222/7Y111  Daly 630 9:30 aly : 08 IrBagan Ltd.
YJ 204 4 16:55 18:20 6T 707 Dail 745 945 Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102
FMIA2 7 17.00 18:00 7Y701 6 705 958 .
: : YH 738 357 1710 1835 : ' ]
G B85 e vmowe  on ot e o EENEUNUCTRN e
; : ! : Flight Days Dep  Armr et: ~ou, ~ irport],
YH 730 46 1745 1910 . .
GON T MANDI‘AY . 7707 25 710 1113 YH 634 13457 1125 1325 | Fax:372983 Hot Line: 373766
183 T TS YANGON TO NYAUNG U 7v815 1 800 1130 K7 320 Day 1130 1335 | pi Mandatay (6T)
Y211 5'7 600 795 Flight Days  Dep Arm Wo7201/¥J201 47 800 10:10 67708 Daly 1210 1410 | 1o (Head Office) 501520, 525488,
YJ 201 > 3 4 6:00 7j25 YHO17 123567 610 745 W9 201 12356 800 10:10 YANGON TO THANDWE Eax: gggzg Airport: 533222~3, 09-73152853.
1Oy : : . . . . ax: .
TR i | YHO17 4 6:10 8:35 YH 737 357 11:00 12:25 Filght Days  Dep AT
WOT143NU143 12356 620 825 bieg A7 620 740 U372 1| LU 2 W9 141 Daly 615 935 |AsianWings (YJ)
72111 Daly 630 gdo  WOTI43NI143 12356 620 740 W9 111 13 1200 1310 6T 605 5 115 1210 | Tel: 951 515261264, 512140, 512473, 512640,
YHO17 Day 610 830 6T 401 Daily 6:20  7:40 6T 501 Daily 14:30 1540 6T 607 1 11115 1350 Fax: 951 532333, 516654
: i : : K7 224/7Y221  Dail 1430 1545 i : - .
e Daly 615 730 k222711 Daly 630 750 y K7 422 Daly 1330 1425 | Gt don Myanmar Airtines (V5)
7Y 701 6 7:05 10:40 K7 224/7Y 221 Daily 1430 17:25 HEHO TO YANGON . Fax: 01 860 4051
7Y815 34 705 1120 Ui 51 26| B |5 : g%r:)tf) Dag ® 12935 12%0 ,
v 7 RN wretmreil 4345 1600 1810 \Fll:%:ts 1 2D 2286 7 3:2 1‘(\)25 67608 1 14:05 15:00 \T(atr‘[ggsn1¢3lg;\,%5[3\$107 700 264,
Y707 25 710 1155 Wo 211 26 1600 18:10 TR ' i : : Fox 652533 ' '
: ' ' 6T 402 Daily 935 1045 K7 422 Daily 14:40 17:00 ax: .
WOT20INJ201 47 800 925 LU R ORI e 22;75112 Deily g:ig 1?208 YANGON TO DAWEI FMI Air Charter - Sales &
; ) . Flight Days Dep  Arr : ! Fliah D D Arr eservations
Wo201 12356 800 925 YHO18 123567 745 1025 ~ WOT20MJ201 47 1025 1185 GT'%O; D?I’; Ton g | Tel195-1) 260363, 24073 1+95-9) 421146545
8M 6603 247 9:90 1051 0 WO 143 47 755 1005 W9 201 12356 1025 1135 VH 633 13457 700 825 Mann Yad Airlines (7Y]
yrrer Lo TH0I0 weiavas 12356 785 1005 i 7 1050 1520 oL s 1) g T rNES
i: 727 3;15’7 E iOO 131 0 6T 401 Daily 755 1045 7Y 707 25 11:25  16:28 DAWEI TO YANGON F‘:)é: 256;’98, 651 02'0.
29 6 100 :00 K7 222/7Y 111 Daily 805 11:00 YJ 203 2 1310 15:20 Flight Days Dep Armr
YHT729 2 11:00  14:00 YHO18 4 835  10:40 7Y 816 1 1315 1645 6T 708 Daily 13:00 1410
6T 501 Daly  14:30 16:30 i : : v 5 VIR
731 FERRTEARET 6T 502 Daly 1735 1855 : : YANGON TO LARSHIO _
Wooi1 o6 1600 1705 K7226MV222 Daly 1740 1900 zj ;:)g 557 Egg Egg Fiight Days  Dep Amr | o1 =Air Mandalay
‘ : : WO7HINI 7211 1345 1825 19:45 ; 5 YJ 201 3 6:00  12:05 = Ai
W97211¥J211 1345 1600 17:25 = ) b W9 = Air Bagan
W9 211 26 1825 1945 ¥J235 1 15:00 1710 707 25 710 848
MANDALAY TO YANGON 7Y816 34 1510 1840 YH729 246 1100 1300 |YJ=AsianWings
Fiight Days  Dep  Ar YANGON TO MYITKYINA YH 728 1 1545 17:55 K7 < AIR KBZ
Vo8 . =5 0o Flight Days  Dep Ar W9 112 13 1555 17.05 LARSHIO TO YANGON :
V5933 Dally 810 925 YJ 201 23 6:00 850 6T 501 Daily 15:55  18:55 Flight Days Dep Arr YH = Yangon Airways
e Dy 830 1025 yJ 2t 57 6:00 850 YH732 26 1555 1845 YJ213 57 1345 1600 EMI < EMI AIR Chart
6740 R VT YJ233 16 600 850 K7224/7Y221  Dally 1600 19:00 Y708 25 1450 16:28 : arter
WO 143 47 3:40 10:05 YH828 26 7:00  10:00 YH738 357 16:25  18:35 i: ;28 426 1232 1318 Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
: . ' 7Y815 34 705 12:45 ' : :
WO7143YJ143 12356 840 10:05 : _ :
. . . 7Y 701 6 705 12:05 YANGON TO SITTWE YANGON TO PUTAO SUbject to Change
Kr2esiyi2 — Daly 835 1100\ o isinit51 1356 1030 1250 Flight Days  Dep Ar Fiioht e T T without notice
W9 7201/YJ 201 47 940 11:35 YH 826 4 1400 16:40 6T 607 1 115  12:40 u 9233 1 3:3 6-0’:) 045
WO 201 12356 940 11:35 67611 23467 1115 12140 ’ ‘ '
Y5132 3567 930 10:30 MYITKYINA TO YANGON 67605 5 11:15 1315 PUTAO TO YANGON Thursday
N 7 11:35 1520 Flight Days Dep Am W9 7309/¥J 309 4 12:00 1325 Flight Days  Dep Ar = E”tda{,
7Y708 25 1210 1628 YH 829 26 1000 1225 K7 422 Daly 1330 15:25 YJ 234 6 1000 16:45 3 & Glnachy sinudra; -
7Y816 1 12:30 16145 Y702 6 1220 1720 WQ7309¥J309 2 1400 1525 YJ 234 1 10:00 17:10

First class information from a source vou can trust is now more important than ever.
Which is why more than half a million people read the newspaper for business and lifestvle.

When you need R oo
information you can trust.

The Myanmar Times. u aTheMyanmarTimes
Still the benchmark. 't

Online or with our print editions yvou can be sure of accuracy and professionalism.
It's so easy to subscribe, Just email subseribe. mt@gmail.com or dial our hotline +951 392 928
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daly 615 830 MU 2030 Dally 14:40 1730 MU 2011 3 825 1140
8M 335 Daily 7:40 925 MANDALAY TO GAYA CA 905 Daily 10:45 11:15
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45 Fights Days Dep AT MU 2031 124567 1330 14.00
PG 702 Daily 1030 12:25 8M 603 4 110 1215 HANOITO YANGON
TG 302 Daily 14:55 16:40 NAYPYIDAW TO BANGKOK Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 708 Daily 1520 17:15 Fights Days Dep AT N 957 13567 1650 1810
8M 331 Daily 16:30 1815 PG 722 12345 2005 2255 HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
$§ ;3;‘ Baf:y Sig §?§§ BANGKOK TO YANGON i Days Dep | AT
2y ' : Flghts T D | AT WN 943 247 1140 1325
YANGON TO DON MUENG 6303 Daily 755 850 DOHATO YANGON
Flights Days Dep A PG 701 Daily 8:50 9:40 Flights Days Dep AT
FD 252 Daily 830 1015 TG 301 Daily 1300 1355
FD 254 Daily 1750 19:35 PG 707 Daily 1340 14:30 : GAYATO YANGON
DD 4239 Daly 2100 | 2255 PG703 Daly 1645 1735 Flgnts Days Dep | Am
TG 305 Daily 1750 1845 8M 602 35,6 9:20 12:30
Flights Days Dep Arr PG 705 Daily 2015 |21:30 Fights R Dep AT
35'“22333‘ Ea!:y f(??o Eig DON MUENG TO YANGON aM 404 36 2015 2140
aily I : -
50997 Dal 1025 1445 Ll i o At SEQULTO YANGON
aily ; g . !
DD 4230 Daily 630 715 == Bars o i
3K 582 Daily 1120 1550 - : v 9 ti p
U2 Uzl DR KE 471 Daly 1845 2235
TR2827 16,7 15:10 19:35 FD 253 Daily 16:35 17:20 07760 36 1950 3.5
TR 2827 2345 1710 21:35 DD 4238 Dally 1925 20115 : ' :
TOKYO TO YANGON
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR SINGAPORE TO YANGON Fiights Days Dep AT
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar NHO13 Daily 11:00 15:40
8M 501 1,356 855 1255 50998 Dally 755 920
AK505 Daly 830 1250 3K 561 Dy 8BS0 1045 R O e
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30 TR 2826 16,7 13:10 14:30 Flights Days Dep Arr
8M 9506 Dally 1215 1630 8M 232 Daly 1325 1450 KA250 1357|2145 |2330
8M 9508 Dally 1545 20.05 Mi518 Dally 1420 11545 DHAKA TO YANGON
MH 743 Daly 1545 2005 TR 2626 2345 11500 11630 Fiights Days | Dep | AT
AK 503 246 1930 2346 Y5234 Daly 15% |17 BG 060 14 16:30 1845
YANGON TO BEIJING BEING TOYANGON INCHEON TO YANGON
Fiights Days Dep e Flights Days Dep A Flights Days Dep Arr
CATI a7 e e CA905 357 1930 [22:50 8M 7701 Daily 1845 2235
’ : KAULA LUMPURTO YANGON 8M 7501 36 1950 2325
. YANGONTOGAUNGZHOU Fighs bas | Dep | Ar BANGKOKTO MANDALAY
IEiis ays e d AK 504 Daily 6:55  8:00 Fights Days Dep AT
il 247 GRS MH 740 Dally 1005|1115 PG 709 Daily 1200 1320
CZ 3056 36 11:225  16:15 8M 9505 Daily 1005 | 11:15
CZ 3056 15 1730 2215 8M 502 12356 1250 1350 anEth MUEANDSVSTO MAND[;‘:LAY -
8M 9507 Dal 1330 1440
YANGONTO TAIPEI VH 710 Da"i 1350 11500 FD 244 Daly 1050 1215
Flights Days Dej Ar . :
1791 6lg Dail ! 10.50;) 1615 AK'502 246 17:50  19:00 KUNMING TO MANDALAY
' ' ' GUANGZHOU TO YANGON Flights L I
YANGON TO KUNMING s Days Do A MU 2029 Dally 1355 1350
Flights Das | Dep | Ar (7305 36 840 1025 GAYATO MANDALAY
CA 906 Day 1215|1556 CZ3055 15 1440 1630 Fights Days Dep | At
MU 2012 3 1220 1820 M 712 247 1415 1550 8M 604 4 1315 1620
MU 2032 124567 1450 1820
TAIPEITO YANGON BANGKOK TO NAYPYIDAW
YANGON TO HANOI Flights Days Dep AT Flights Days Dep At
Flights Days Dep A Cl7915 Daiy 700 955 PG 721 12345 1700 1900
N 956 13567 1910 2130
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY - oo Int rn tl n l
Fights s | o | A |International Airlines 2Lz llelis
N 942 247 1425 1715 FD & AK = Air Asia
YANGON TO DOHA Air Asia (FD) 16 = Thai Airways
Fights Days s AT Tel: 251 885, 251 886. 8M = Myanmar Airways International
QR919 1,46 8:35 1110 Air Bagan Ltd.(W9) Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102 PG = Banakok Ai
YANGON TO PHNOM PENH — angtok AlTways
Fights Days Dep AT Air China (CA) MI = Sitk Air
8M 403 36 1650 19115 Tel: 666112, 635882 iNEIVietnamlAirtine
Air India MH = Malaysia Airlines
YANGON TO SEQUL Tel : 253597~98, 254758, Fax: 248175 o7 < China Southern
Flights Days Dep Ar . -
0z 770 47 035 910 Bangkok Airways (PG) Cl = China Airlines
ad : : Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119 —
KE 472 Daily 2335 | 8:05+1 (DE] CA = Air China
Condor (DE KA = Dragonai
= Dragonair
YANGON TO HONG KONG Tel: + 95 1 -370836 up to 39 (ext : 810) —
Flights Days Dep A D - [KA] Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
: . ragonair IC = Indian Airlines Limited
KAST 1246 01:10 _|0545 Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, Fax : 255329 WO A B
= Air Bagan
___ YANGONTOTOKYO Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5) 3K = Jet Star
Rights Days Dep AT Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999, =
NH914 Daily 21:45  06:50+1 Fax: 01 860 4051 Al = Air India
YANGON TO GAYA Malaysia Airlines (MH) SI0C IR e
Flights Days Dep AT Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 KE = Korea Airlines
8M 601 356 700 820 Fax: 241124 NH = AlL Nippon Airways
YANGON TO DHAKA Myanmar Airways International(8M) 5Q = Singapore Airways
Fights Dap & A Te.l : 255.260, Fax: 255305 DE = Condor Airlines
BG 061 14 1945  21:00 Silk Air(MI) MU=China Eastern Airlines
VANGONTO INGHEON Tel: 255 287-9, Fax: 255 290 -
Fights Days Dep a Thai Airways (TG) DD = Nok Airline
; Tel : 255491~6, Fax : 255223 JEy
8M 7702 Daily 2335 805 _ o = Air India
8M7502 47 0:35 910 Vietnam Airlines (VN) BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines
TANDALAY 0 BANGKOK Fax : 255086. Tel 255066/ 255088/ 2550-68. TR = Tiger Airline
Fights Days Dep r Qatar Airways (Temporary Office) )
=7 Dy T T Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831, Fax: 379730 Subject to change
: : Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG) without notice
MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE Tel: 371867~68, Fax: 371869.
Flights Days Dep Amr Nok Airline [DD ]
15233 Daly 805 |1440 Tel: 255050, 255021, Fax: 255051 ?“Y Mond g = lh}(‘jrs"ay
- Y = Monday = Friday
- MANDALAYTO DON MUENG Tiger Airline (TR) 2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
it 5% Dep || A Tel: 371383, 370836~39 Ext: 303 3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday
FD 245 Dally 1245 1500

MALAYSIA
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Elephants bathe at a sanctuary near Kuala Terengganu. Photo: AFP

Unnatural nature
offers surprising
beauty at Tasik

Kenyir

NYEIN EI El HTWE
namel@myanmartimes.com.mm

EEN from the window

of the small plane, the

scattered green islands

below looked like our own

Myeik Archipelago. But I was
flying to Kuala Terengganu, southern
Malaysia, an hour out of Putrajaya.

Malaysia, which will chair ASEAN
next year, had invited participants from
across Southeast Asia to savour some
of its prime destinations. On touching
down at Kuala Terengganu, we boarded
a bus for the Tasik Kenyir lake resort
to visit the elephant village, deep in the
forest across a suspension bridge.

As local school students looked
on, chatted with us and took photos,
the elephants greeted each of the 58
delegates on our tour, dancing to music
and Kkissing them with their trunks,
putting a hat on their heads and paying
respects. We talked with the students
and watched as the 30 or so elephants
bathed at a nearby stream, attended by
their keepers. On the hour-long walk
back through the deep green monsoon
forest, the rain began to fall, as it does
there every evening,.

Bright and early next morning, we
were off again, to Tasik Kenyir Lake.
From a jetty we boarded motor boats,
each carrying eight passengers, on a
green lake set amid the green of forests
and distant green mountains, for the
one-hour voyage.

Tasik Kenyir is a man-made lake
that amazes with its natural beauty and
limpid freshness.

Abd Azher Embi, the guide attached
to my group, explained how this effect
was maintained: the government had
passed laws mandating strict upkeep,
even to the point of ordering that twigs
be removed from the lake surface to
protect its beauty.

Guides responsible for the lake’s
upkeep ensure that its fish are regularly
fed with the correct food. Later, in the
emerald depths of Tasik Kenyir, we

could see the fish at play.

The first stop for our little convoy
was the island Kelah Sanctuary, which
entailed another 30-minute trek into
the forest and across a wooden bridge
(actually concrete, but clad in timber,
the guide explained).

Crossing a small stream, our path
led among rocks, bridged small streams
and over a forest track to a sparkling
confluence of watercourses alive with
fish. Most were various species of carp,
of the kind you can see sold for cooking
in Yangon wet markets, but here free
and glittering,.

We visitors fed them from the food
packs we had been given and then,
when we paddled our bare feet in
the water, they nuzzled our toes in a
natural foot massage.

Then came more trekking across
the forest floor, followed by a welcome
break for lunch in a long, full day that
left most of us, in the return trip in the
motor boats, too spent to chat.

In the quiet of that setting, our
silence, born of fatigue, was somehow
apt. The next day, our busy schedule
moved us on to other places and we left
the lake. But the memory of its beauties
and the stillness of its mood stayed
with us, and calls us back.

Lake Kenyir Resort
The 70-acre lakefront resort within

a national park features 136 wood
villas in traditional Malay style.
Prices range from 500-1500 ringgit
(US$155-465) per night. Getting
there takes about a 6-hour drive
on the east coast expressway from
Kuala Lumpur, or 4 hours from
the northern expressway via the
Gerik-Jeli exit. There are also
regular flights from KLIA and
Subang airports.

Tel: 6096668888

Fax: 6096668434
resort@lakekenyir.com
www.lakekenyir.com
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Universal Crossword

Edited by Timothy E. Parker

HUM ALONG By Pear! Dismore

ACROSS 7 They might 28 From memory 52 English exam finale,
1 “For Whom the be liberal (with “by”) often
Bell __~ 8 Cobbler’s stock 29 Cajole 53 Monetary unit
6 Author Roald 9 Nabokov 31 Rhymester of India
10 Common character Nash 54 Baltimore’s ____
delivery 10 Automobile 34 Braid of hair Harbor
14 Censor sticker fig. 36 Lowest ship 55 Judge or juror
15 Cookie brand 11 Heart exit deck 57 Worsted
16 Small bouquet 12 Bartender on TV’s 38 Horizontal window suit cloth
17 Novelty Pacific Princess piece 60 Finishes
message 13 ___ node 39 “Do____othersas..” 62 Make, as
20 It can be hot 18 Church 40 Centers of pride money
or sweet prayers 42 Panama and others 63 Went out,
21 Far from obese 19 Acts excessively 43 “The Lord of the as a fire
22 Pub fixture 24 Desktop Rings” lingo 64 Aces,
23 ___ Strauss pictures 48 Medium sometimes
jeans 26 Bright group gathering 66 “Crikey!”
25 Tolerate 27 Came back down 50 Attraction 67 Holiday in Hanoi
27 It’'s measured
in degrees 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 |13
30 Art
32 Absorbed, as a loss
33 Aerial maneuver 14 15 16
35 Cape Canaveral
cancellation
37 Follow as a result iy = i
41 Salad bar selection
44 Lone Star State 20 21 22
45 Unload, as stock
46 Kind of sax
47 The “I” of TGIF 24 25 26
49 Astronomer’s
sighting
51 Part of UCLA
52 Disparaging
nickname
56 Domino spots
58 ___ Diego, Calif.
59 Filly’s mother
61 Bathing suit brand
65 Gene Kelly classic
68 On the ocean
69 Transfer
ownership
70 See eye to eye
71 House’s
grounds

72 While beginning?
73 Gives for a while

DOWN
1 Cook’s meas.

Musical

2
miscellany
3 Ash Wednesday
follower 68
4 By-the-book
5 Was malicious 71
toward
6 Odie, for one
DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS
WJE ANNOUNCED HUGE I USING A SIMILAR I MADE
LOSSES, BUT ANALYSTS SYSTEM TO GET A BIG A pHone  EMPLOYEE
THOUGHT 1T WOULD BE RAISE. FOR YEARS IVE calL OF THE
EVEN LIORSE. 50 OUR BEEN LOWERING EVERY— TODAY. YEAR!
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Dilbertcom  DilbertCariconistf@gmail com

ONE'S EXPECTATIONS
OF MY PERFORMANCE.

&Y e2ma Scott Adama. Inc.
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AT LEAST THIS HEAR
IM NOT HAVING TO
G0 ALOME...

BY CHARLES SCHULZ

HERE'S THE WORLD
WART FLYING ACE
RIDING ACROSS FRANCE
OM A TROOP TRAM...

. 2 =

o
=

-

=

s

BY BILL WATTERSON

HELP ME PUSH THE CAR QUT
OF THE GARAGE .
B T CANT BuDGE IT
BY MYSELF.

T STILL THINK YOU SHOULD
ASK YOUR. MOM To MOVE IT.

THEN SHE'D
PROBABLY SN
NO, AND WE
WONT HAVE THE
GARAGE FOR
OWR CLUBHOUSE!

% 1994 Watterson/Distributed by Universal Uclick,

EVERY TIME
You SAY
THAT, WE Do.

MOM WOULDNT
CARE ABOT
THESE TUINGS \¢
SHE WOULDNT
KEEP FINDING
OUT ARUT
THEM.

SUDOKU PACIFIC

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

S

7

4 6

4

)

8

= 010 N O

7

9

119

3

1
4

612

DIFFICULTY RATING: v v vl

-
g
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HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters

By DAVID
OUELLET

spell the Wonderword.

DONALD DUCK TURNS 80 Solution: 5 letters
QT I USYORELTNUAF
EORREFAI LATLAUA
CNDNEI RFADAI SYM
l' Y ESUOHDBULCKEO I
OF SMCDUC CKNRDTBL
VONDRAKE®BGBANDEHY
BOSEI TWOBOCYZPOK
AGACARLEBUNCLTEY
cL!1 I M1 CKEYMOUSE
OMLESNAHGUALDNDO
MS OEEGOORCSOWEDO
Il NRRDANOCI NGU I TH
CWALTDI SNEY I GRP
SLASORNODTEWEYOW
CYEUHIYATOOTS SHA
© 2014 Universal Uclick  www.wonderword.com  Join us on Facebook 6/9

Al Taliaferro, Anselmo, Aw Phooey, Band, Barks, Bond, Boss,
Bowtie, Carl, Clarence, Clubhouse, Comics, Daisy, Dancing,
Della, Dewey, Don Rosa, Duck Tails, Family, Fauntleroy, Friend,
Funny, Goofy, Hiya Toots, Hortense, Huey, Laugh, Louie,
Ludwig, McDuck, Mickey Mouse, Nash, Oh Boy, Pete, Sailor,
Scrooge, Suit, Tony, Uncle, Voice, Von Drake, Walt Disney

To purchase WONDERWORD books,
visit www.WonderWordBooks.com, or call 1-800-642-6480.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Ring Marketing Department to book this space permanently and

laugh all the way to the bank with the extra business coming in your door.

Telephone us now on +951 392 928

Laugh all the way to the bank when you rent this space.

The tea break page is being re-formatted in readiness for our move to a daily cycle. It may look something like this in the future.
Our market research shows that a page like this attracts a large number of readers, who loyally read it every day.




EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand
Road, Yangon. Tel :
251810, 251797, 251798.

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon.

Tel: 515275, 526144,
email: bdootygn(@d
mptmail.net.mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,

6™ mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 587225,
507251. email: Administ.
yangon(ditamaraty.gov.br.

Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1],
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
566985, 503978.

email: bruneiemb(@
bruneiemb.com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 221280, 221281.

Danmark, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17.

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86(@
gmail.com

France 102, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 212178, 212520,
email: ambaf rance.
rangoun(@ diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke
Aung San Museum Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 548951, 548952,
email: infoldrangun.
diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
St, Yangon.

Tel: 391219, 388412,
email: indiaembassy @
mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100,
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 254465,
254469, email: kukygn @
indonesia.com.mm

The Essentials

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 515115, fax:
515116, email: infold
yangon.mfa.gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road,

Golden Valley, Yangon.
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax:
514565, email: ambyang.
mail(@ esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8,
540399, 540400, 540411,
545988, fax: 549643

Kuwait

62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar
St, Bahan Tsp.

Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543.

Fax : 01-230-5836.

Lao A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon(@
mptmail.net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb
@mptmail.net.mm

Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17
Fax - 01- 9669516

New Zealand No. 43/C,
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : 01-2306046-9

Fax : 01-2305805

Netherlands Diplomatic
Mission No. 43/C, Inya
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805

North Korea 77C, Shin
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 222881
(Chancery Exchange)

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151,Email:
p.e. yangon@gmail.com

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,
Tel : 01-566538, 566539

Russian 38, Sagawa Rd,
Yangon.
Tel: 241955, 254161,

Royal Embassy of Saudi
Arabia No.287/289, U
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung.
Tel : 01-536153, 516952.

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.0.Box No. 943,
Yangon. Tel: 515282,
515283, email: serbemb
(@ yangon.net.mm

Singapore 238,
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 559001,
email: singemb_ ygn(@_
sgmfa. gov.sg

IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp, Yangon.Tel - 01-210588,
09 73236679, 0973236680,
Email- iomyangon(@iom.int
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd,
Kamayut Tsp.

Tel : 534498, 504832

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,
Mayangone tsp.

Tel: 666903, 664539.

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp.

Tel: 524022, 524024.

South Korea 97
University Avenue, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 527142-
4,515190, fax: 513286,
email: myanmar@mofat.
go.kr

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win
Road, Yangon.
Tel: 222812,

Switzerland

No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5
Y2 mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 534754, 507089.

Thailand 94 Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
226721, 226728, 226824

Turkish Embassy

19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 662992, Fax : 661365

United Kingdom 80
Strand Rd, Yangon.

Tel: 370867, 380322,
371852, 371853, 256438,

United States of
America 110, University
Avenue, Kamayut Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 536509,
535756, Fax: 650306

Vietnam Bldg-72,
Thanlwin Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 511305

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.
Tel: 254852, 254853.

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan,
tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435,
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,
unicef.yangon(dunicef. org,

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903,
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org

UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane,
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.

Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19,
292637 (Resident Coordinator],

WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley),
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6

WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile,
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Tsp. Tel: 225258.

FAO Myanma Agriculture
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel:
641672, 641673.

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified.mcm(@gmail.com

591387.

407007.

“tel: 254563, 370768.

HOSPITALS

Immigration @tel: 286434.

Ministry of Education #tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports #tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #¢tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication [MPT] =tel: 067-

¥ Fire wtel: 191, 252011, 252022.
#= Police emergency #tel: 199.
#= Police headquarters #tel: 282541, 284764.
# Red Cross #tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch #tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication #tel: 591384,

Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs zstel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health #tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

Central Women'’s Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital =tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency) #tel: 420096.
Worker's Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Emergency Numbers

E& Ambulance #tel: 295133.

Yangon Children Hospital @tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East] =tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) mtel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) =tel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH) #tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131,
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #rtel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). =tel:

285499.

&5 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811.

¥ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] =tel: 382722

=" RAILWAYS
Railways information

#tel: 274027, 202175-8.

FAX : 951-254158

EMAIL : CLASSIFIED.MCM{@GMAIL.COM

I WWW.MMTIMES.COM
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General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

=

Asia Plaza Hotel
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung

San Road, Corner of

38" Street, Kyauktada

Township, Yangon,

Myanmar.

Tel : (951) 391070, 391071.

Reservation@391070

(Ext) 1910, 106.

Fax : (951) 391375. Email :

hotelasiaplazaldgmail.com

Avenue 64 Hotel

No. 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392,
01 656913-9

Chatrium Hotel
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : (951) 546373,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
infoldcloverhotel.asia

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia

Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street
(Upper Block], Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974

www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

Confort Inn

4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut,
tel: 525781, 526872

il

Cden Salace Frotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

P2~ GRAND
‘“;]. PALACE
B HOTEL

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing,
Thamine Station St., Near
the Bayint Naung Point,
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744,
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace(@
myanmar.com.mm

Hotel Yangon
91/93, 8 Mile Junction,
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

WBe t

estern
\—
BEST WESTERN
Green Hill Hotel

No. 12, Pho Sein Road,
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300,
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/
greenhillhotelyangon.com

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-rgm.com

MiCasa Hotel Apartments
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.

tel: 650933. fax: 650960.

(&) PANDA
= oetel

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
infoldmyanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung.
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Yuzana Hotel
130, Shwegondaing Rd,
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600

Yuzana Garden Hotel

44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp,
tel : 01-248944

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Golden Hill Towers
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp.

tel: 558556. ghtower(@
mptmail.net.mm.

HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,

09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(@

gmail.com, http://www.

happyhomesyangon.com

Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.
email: enquiry.prygn(@
parkroyalhotels.com
parkroyalhotels. com.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.
www.rwehotel.com

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

The Grand Mee Ya Hta
Executive Residence

372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd,

Pabedan Tsp.
tel 951-256355 (25 lines).

Traders Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

Winner Inn

42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

(0]

MiCaxa Hovel Apartments

YANGON MYANMAR
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm(@
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

ROYAL KUMUDRA HOTEL

Nay Pyl Tawp

Reservation Office (Yangon)

123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,

Dagon Township

Tel . 951-255819~838

Royal Kumudra Hotel,

(Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel  :067- 414177,
067- 4141 88

E-Mail: reservation(@

maxhotelsgroup.com

A

M (Manggei by Sy Hiriels Grmpe
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ADVERTISING

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SALL

A DV

SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820,
2301195, Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com
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ADVERTISING & MEDIA

‘.TH RAPA
PUBLIC RELATIONS

brings you to Myanmar hearts
Media Relations,
Event Management &
Strategic Communications
Hotline : 09 730 81 787
Email : tharapa.myanmar
[@gmail.com

AIR CONDITION

FRF4SH

Alr Conditioning Systems

The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day

Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P., 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.acldfreshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

La Source
Sy

YANGON

La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : (7167)
LS Salon

Junction Square, 3rd Floor.
Tel : 95-1-527242, Ext : 4001
MANDALAY

La Source Beauty Spa

No. 13/13, Mya Sandar St,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.

Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

CAR RENTAL

E % NYAN MYINT THU
Car Rental Service

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,

Latha Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : 01-24655T, 375283,

09-2132778, 09-31119195.

Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983(@

DELIVERY SERVICE

FITNESS CENTRE

i — - ! —
o — ‘ - —
Express Delivery &
Logistic Service
YGN Tel : 01-2301865
MDY Tel : 09-4200-66638
NPT Tel : 09-4920-5684

X i ?‘ L
M s
Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road,
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011
[@gmail.com

Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

Air Con Sales & Service
No. 2/1, Than Thu Mar
Rd, Thuwunna Junction.
Tel : 09-4224-64130

BARS

50t Street
9/13, 50th street-lower,
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

5 NTR
2N N A
With the most advance technology

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 09-425-307-717

e

ZAMIL STEEL
—~—

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

aﬂﬂ%ﬁ

Lobby Bar

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp.
tel: 250388.

BOOK STORES

Strand Bar 92, Strand
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar.
tel: 243377 fax: 243393,
sales@thestrand.com.mm
www.ghmhotels.com

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana
Esthetic

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

d MOHHMEﬁl‘r

¢ 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 536306, 537805.
Email : yangon(@
monument-books.com
» 15(B), Departure Lounge,

Yangon Int'l Airport.

* #87/2, Crn of 26 & 27t
St, 77 St,Chan Aye Thar
Zan Tsp, Mandalay

L: (02) 24880.

CONSULTING

THURA £ SWISS

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd. Yangon
Tel: +9510]1 654 730
infol@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

COURIER SERVICE

DTDC Courier and Cargo
Service (Since 1991)
Yangon. Tel : 01-374457
Mandalay. Tel : 09-431-
34095. www.DTDC.COM,
dtdcyangon(@gmail.com

&

Balance Fitnesss

No 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon

gmail.com. www.sbs-myanmar.com | | 01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
COFFEE MACHINE DUTY FREE balancefitnessyangon.com
oy o b an
- GATIOOM PP 77esS
illy, Francis Francis, VBM, - WHAT WE LIVE FOR
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi ,Q}rmm (‘J’?’jﬂr&.i Life Fitness
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd. Duty Free Shops Bldg A1, Rm No. 001,

Yangon International
Airport, Arrival/Departure
Mandalay International
Airport, Departure

Office: 17, 2™ street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwekabar Housing,
Mindhamma Rd,
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511,

Fax: 01-656522,

Hot line: 0973194684,
natraysports(dgmail.com

@ SuperR MEGA
Encineess Grour Co., Lin.

One-stop Solution for
Sub-station, M&E Work
Design, Supply and
Install (Hotel, High Rise
Building Faclory?
193/197, Shu Khin Thar
Street, North Okkalapa
Industrial Zone, Yangon.
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700
Email: supermega%7@
gmail.com.
Www.supermega-engg.com

REALA

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl
Street, Golden Valley Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar
([dgmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

FLORAL SERVICES

ENTERTAINMENT

Door to Door Delivery!!!

MYANMARBOOKCENTRE
Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road

and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant],
Ahlone Township. tel:

212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info@
myanmarbook.com

CO WORKING SPACE

(5) THE GARAGE

Tl
CAFE D BAR

No. (), Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
infoldventuraoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

A

HOL&

- Learn to dance with
= social dancing

- 94, Bogalay Zay St,
> Botataung T/S,

= Yangon.

— Tel :01-392526,
01-1221738

FASHION & TAILOR

G‘;TEH!\-’.-‘.L _LOWERS

FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

3 EE.:& mighets *
B SEIN SHWE raon &
Sein Shwe Tailor, 797
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, MAC Tower 2,
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 01-225310, 212943~4
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail:
uthetlwin@gmail.com

sty

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

BUY SPACE

FORAS LITT

- AS

K.4500

CALL US NOW. -
392928, 253642 | WIVANMARTIME

‘ Sy,

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground FL,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax
- 01-203743, 09-5007681.
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

World’s leader in
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water
Heater. Tel: 251033,
379671, 256622, 647813

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736,
09-73037772.

Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St,
Btw 30th & 31st St, Chan
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2),
Capital Hyper Mart,
Yazathingaha Street,
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Best Jewels

No. 44, Inya Road,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-2305811, 2305812.

$ 360D

Thamaonds & Fiex kowolry

Diamond Palace Jewelry
Shop (1) - No. 663/665,
Mahar Bandoola Rd,
Yangon. Tel : 01-371 944,
371 454, 371 425

Shop (2) - No.1103/1104/
1105, Ground FL, Taw Win
Center, Yangon.

Tel: 01-8600111 ext :1103,
09 49307265

Shop (3) - No.B 020,
Ground FL, Junction
Square Shopping Center,
Yangon.

Tel : 01-527 242 ext : 1081,
09 73203464

Shop (4) - Ground FL,
Gamonepwint Shopping
Mall, Kabaraye Pagoda
Rd, Yangon.

Tel : 01-653 653 ext : 8205
09 421763490
info@seinnandaw.com
www.seinnandaw.com
www.facebook.com/
seinnandaw

W,

MANAWMAYA
HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales(dmanawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

Your Most Reliable Jeweller

SPGEMS

The Natural Gems of
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,

(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar(
gmail.com

The Lady Gems &

Jewellery

No. 7, Inya Rd, Kamayut

Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-2305800,
09-8315555

GENERAL

FORBES,

Healthier is Hagpisd

.-\qu.'.LEmrrJ

196/198, Ground Flr,
Shwe Bon Tha St (Middle),
Pabedan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel :01-253214 09-
420169982, 09-420049459

GENERATORS

Q

UMG

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@
winstrategic.com.mm

HEALTH SERVICES

+ Asia Pacific
¥ Cart Pt i Dwril Carw
r fart Lardn

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon. Tel: 553783,
549152, 09-732-16940,
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar{dgmail.com.

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy Clinic.

Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage -
12,000 Ks

No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM

Tel : 09-8615036

Innova+ive
DiapwDOBTIOB
24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA
(@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

% LEO medicare

o

—
T L e e—

21. Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
(@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238

+959 49585 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Pearl Dental

29, Shwe Taung Tan St,

Lanmadaw Tsp.

Ph : 01-226274,
09-730-39011

9:30 AM TO 9:00 PM

0 00

SERY
Victoria Hospital

No.(68), Tawwin Street,

9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon.

Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141,
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084.
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:

info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital
myanmar.com,
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNISHING

T -
22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 660769, 664363.

SMART DESIGNS €0, LTD.

European Quality
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel
Furniture & All kinds of
woodworks

No. 422, FJVC Centre,
Ground Floor, Room No. 4,
Strand Road, Botahtaung
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-202063-4, 09
509-1673 E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
www.royalbotania.com,
www.alexander-rose.co.uk

HOUSING

Rentals at Pun Hlalng
Service Apartment
Homes and Apartments
PHGE Sales & Marketing,
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 800, 684 013
phgemarketingdgmail.com
www.punhlainggolfestate.com
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QUICKGUIDE

STARMWCITY

150 Brand NEW

International Standard

Rental Apartments

Hotline : 09 43 200 845
09250516 616

email :rental.starcity@

gmail.com

www.starcityyangon.com

INSURANCE

DT!’I{E Enlutlun

Bldg A2 G FLr Shvve
Gabar Housmg Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

il
YOMA

For House-Seekers

with Expert Services

In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemmm(@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

2,

L
el

Fire, Motor and Life
Insurance

44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel :01-8610656

Mob : 09-5055216
Email: maythet@gw-
insurance.com
WWW.gw-insurance.com

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

REMOVALISTS

BLUE Si3

Restaurant & Bar
No.430(A), Corner of
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden
Valley Rd, Building(2)
Market Place (City Mart),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon
Tel : 01- 523840?E><t 309,
09-73208079.

= | ASIAN TIGERS
BMOEILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : infol@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

LOGISTICS

PAINT

EAMY GROUP

KAMY Group Int’l Co., Ltd.
International Transport
and Logistics
No. 363-D, Ground Floor,
Bo Aung Kyaw St (Upper],
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951 245491,

09-4202-87291.
Fax : 951 245491
Email : gm(dkamygroup.com
www.kamygroup.com

World’s No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

Protective Coatings

Sole Distributor

For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar
ICT Park, University Hlaing
Campus, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7t Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210 670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net.nm

MARINE
COMMUNICATION &
NAVIGATION

e R S RINE .
Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

4 JOTUN

Jotun paknts
Thallssd
TOP MARINE PAINT
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

+

Ll'. e nga ry My.:nn mar

oL Shippisg & Logiatics Co, Lad
Legendary Myanmar Int’l
Shlpplng & Logistics Co.,
Ltd.

No-9, Rm (A-4), 3 Flr
Kyaung St, Myaynlgone
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr(@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL -shipping.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

OFFICE FURNITURE

&
centure

gflficea furntlure

Mon - Sat (9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II,
Rm -4, Ground Flr,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303,
09-4200-91393.
infoldcenturemyanmar.
com.

www.centure.in.th

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

5 Days, 7 Days, 9 Days Trips
Tel: 951 202063, 202064
E-mail: info(dislandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

SCHENKER

Schenker (Thai) Ltd.
Yangon 59 A, U Lun
Maung Street. 7 Mile
Pyay Road, MYGN. tel:
667686, 666646.fax:
651250. email: sche
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

decorum

Home Outdoor Office
99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

&

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels &
Cruises Ltd. Governor's
Residence 39C, Taw Win
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 229860

fax: (951) 217361. email:
RTMYGN(@mptmail.net.mm
WWW.orient-express.com

World Wide
Movers
\,f’ Myanmar

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

RESTAURANTS

REAL ESTATE

Diract m.ﬂu nn.', sra2u

Promium Products for Premiam Peocls
Tel :01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrds.com

Real Estate Agent

Agent fees is unnecessary
Tel : 09 2050107,

09 448026156
robinsawnaing(@gmail.com

Good taste & resonable
price

[@Thamada Hotel

Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41
Ext: 32

BLACK

) CANYON
COFFEE

adrink from paradise...
available on Earth
(@Yangon International
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 09-421040512

i

Quality Chinese Dishes
with Resonable Price
(@Marketplace by City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Edo Zushi

290-B,U Wisarya Rd,
10 Ward, Kamaryut Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel : (09)259040853
Open daily 11:00~23:00

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

A Jpaniss BB Restouran

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar
Hospital on Pyay Rd,
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Sl |
L g

L’ALCHIMISTE
Fremch Fine Dining Restamramnf
No. 5, U Tun Nyein
Street, Mayangone T/S,
Yangon.
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928,
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

3 ?
!‘é L'OPERA
Italiagn Resthurant & Bar
Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon(dgmail.com
Www.operayangon.com

LE PLANTELUR

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur(d
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

LOVE

BEAT

Thai Boat Noodle

G-01, City Mart
[Myay Ni Gone Center).
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

Le MonT BLANC
French & Italian - Comfort Foods
with Chic Style Serving
G-05, Marketplace by

City Mart.
Tel 01-523840 Ext: 105

~Th MOM'S
KITCHEN

Singapore Cuisine

Super One Super Market,
Kyaikkasan Branch,

No. 65, Lay Daung Kan Rd,
Man Aung Qtr, Tamwe Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 01-542371,
09-501-9128

SERVICE OFFICE

monseon

restamrant & bhar
yasgen
Monsoon Restaurant
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu
Road, Botahtaung Tsp.
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

_SMAR

BUSINESS CENTRE
#77/2b, DhammaZedi Rd,
Corner of U Wisara Rd,
SanchaungTsp, Yangon.
Tel: +95 931 323 291
infoldserv-smart.com
www.serv-smart.com

L Mm,,l@

Ocean Center (North

Point), Ground Floor,

Tel : 09-731-83900
01-8600056

HINTHA

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com

Tel : 01-4413410

Delicious Hong Kong Style
Food Restaurant

G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).

Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

UnionBarAndGrill

42 Strand Road,
Botahtaung, Yangon.
Tel: 959420 180 214, 95
9420 101 854
Wwww.unionyangon.com,
infoldunionyangon.com

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasal,
Tel; 09-4250-20667,

09-503-9139

Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)

OfficeHub

Serviced Office, Virtual
Office, Business
Services, Hot Desking
Tel: +(95) 01 387947
www.officehubservices.com

(®) VenturaOffice

No. (4], Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
infol@venturaoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

STEEL STRUCTURE

e

INTERNATIONAL

Design, Fabrication,
Supply & Erection of Steel
Structures

Tel: (+95-1)122 1673
Email : Sales(@WEC-
Myanmar.com
www.WEC-Myanmar.com

SCHOOLS

=_| HORIZON INT'L
EIZIT.IMTIBN EBN"“
Horizon Int’l School

25, Po Sein Road, Bahan
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795,
551796, 450396~7.

fax : 543926, email :
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
www.exploremyanmar.com

WATER HEATERS

®ARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 01-256705, 399464,
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan
Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker

and Cooker Hood
Showroom Address

WATER SOLUTION

;‘ Company Limited
Water Treatement Solution
Block (A], Room (G-12),
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye

Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

WATER TREATMENT

@

Commercial scale
water treatment
(Since 1997)

Tel:  01-218437~38.

H/P:  09-5161431,
09-43126571.

39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

SUPERMARKETS

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road,
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.

City Mart (Aung San) tel:
253022, 294765.

City Mart (47" St Branch)
tel: 200026, 298746.

City Mart (Junction 8)
tel: 650778.

Olympians Learning Hub
No. (80-G), Thanlwin Rd,
Shwe Taung Gyar, Ward-2,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel :95-9-5016430
95-9-425329571
www.olympiansmyanmar.

com

City Mart (FMI City Branch)
tel: 682323.

City Mart (Yankin Center
Branch) tel: 400284.

City Mart (Myaynigone)
tel: 510697.

City Mart (Zawana Branch)
tel:564532.

City Mart (Shwe Mya Yar)
tel: 294063.

City Mart (Chinatown Point)
tel: 215560~63.

Yangon Int’l School
Fully Accredited K-12
International Curriculum
with ESL support
No.117, Thumingalar
Housing, Thingangyun,
Tel: 578171, 573149,
687701, 687702.

City Mart (Junction Maw Tin)
tel: 218159.

City Mart (Marketplace)
tel: 523840~43.

City Mart
(78" Brahch-Mandalay)
tel: 02-71467~9.

IKON Mart

No0.332, Pyay Rd, San
Chaung. Tel: 535-783, 527705,
501429. Email: sales-ikon@d
myanmar.com.mm

WEB SERVICE

MEDIALANE

Web Services

All the way from Australia -
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop,
smartphone & tablets,
online shopping with
real-time transaction,
news/magazine site,
forum, email campaign
and all essential online
services. Domain
registration & cloud
hosting. Talk to us: (01)
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554.
www.medialane.com.au

VISA & IMMIGRATION

MyanmarVisa

MyanmarVisa.com

Check Eligibility Online

Get your Visa online for
Business and Tourist

No need to come to
Embassy.

#165. 35th Street,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +951 381200, 204020
travel.evisaldgmail.com

MYANMARTIMES

ADVERTISING HUT LINE -

+dal 33267k, 332378, 203 642




[&133CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000.

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

HOW TO GET AFREE AD

:01-254158
BY EMAIL : classified.mcm(@gmail.com
: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

BY FAX

Ge

ral

BY MAIL
SECONDARY, IGCSE
(Cambridge & Edexcel),

IB all subjects available
Home tuitions, Regular
tuitions, Exam
preparation classes.
Ph: 09-508-8683

MG Hlaing Min Tun: BE
(Naval Architecture)
(Myanmar Maritimes
University). | train
and help matriculation
students with their
studies at their home. |
will be a huge help for
any student who wants
tolearn all the questions
but facing difficulties in
doing it. With my help
and your deligence, it
will be a lot easier to
gain distinctions. Let's
do allthe sums and let's
beat the exam. Ph: 09-
4210-20496.

HOME teaching
International  school
KG to Primary 6. Total,
CISM, PISM, YIS, ISM,
MIS, MISY, Horizon. Ph:
09-4200-87050

FOR IGCSE Physics :
Home tution. Pls contact
1 09-4200-94493.

FOR THE STUDENTS
form Int'l schools
such as Horion, ILBC,
YIS, ISY, MIS, MISY,
Total, Home tutions for
primary and secondary
classes. Pls contact :
09-4200-84493.

SAYA SAW AUNG
(Ex.A.P)  Chemistry
classes for Int'l school
(sec-levels), IGCSE
Cambridge int'l AS & A
Level & SAT-2. Ph: 09-
500-5470.

IN YOUR Matriculation
exam, you know all the
problems because you
have practised them,
like, thirty times & you
gain high marks in your
exam. Just do all the
problems & sums & you
find difficulties, I'll help
you with that. Hlaing
Min Tun : BE (Naval
Architecture) (Myanmar
Maritime University) 23
years old. Ph: 09-4210-
20496.
MATHEMATICS,
Teaching --- Students
(Grade 1 to 9 from
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon
Academy, MIS &
MISY) who are weak
in  Mathsand don’t
know how to solve
the problems, during
holidays in June & July.
Guide --- onlyMaths
for IGCSE O Level
students who will sit
for the exam in 2015.
DawNaingNaingAung,
B.Com (Q) No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,
Yankin. Ph : 544594 |
09-5004993.

IELTS (Basic, 7.5 &
above IGCSE (Physics,
Chemistry, English);
Business English &
Business Management
Course (100 hours);
Teacher Solomon,
Song language school,
365,3rd Flr, Cor of Maha

Cars, jobs, property.

Times Classifieds are

No.1

Call our hotline to advertise here
392 676, 392 928

Bandoola Rd & Seikkan
Thar St. Kyauktada, Ph:
09-541-7781

HOME Tuition & Guide:
For Pre-KG, Primary
and Secondary Level.
Specialized in Maths &
Biology, Tr. Daw Khin
Swe Win (B.E.H.S
Thuwunna) Rtd. Ph:
09-730-99679.

IGCSE (all subjects) For
IGCSE students sitting in
May 2014 (or) Oct/Nov
2014 (or) Jan 2015, an
international  school
graduate who passed
with all distinctions in
GCEOlevelandwhohas
been producing students
with highest possible
marks, some obtain
all distinctions with the
help of co-teacher. The
teachers have 12 years
of teaching experience
& the students can
successfully sit for the
exam after preparing
with us. Ph: 09-513-
9298, 09-732-55281

Expert Services

HOUSEMAID services:
If you have no time
to clean up your room
and start feeling like
you badly needs a good
housemaid for you, just
call 'Cinderella’. Ph:
09 730 86 880 or you
also can check us on >
fb.com/cinderellamaids
GOLDEN LAND Real
Estate : For sale, buy
& rent, Pls contact to
Ph: 3940532, 09-730-
08848, 3920853

USA to Yangon Online

Shop If you want
to buy Handbag,
Clothes, Make-up,

Perfume, Phone &iPad,
Electronics, Vitamins,
Car Parts, Starbucks
coffee bean, whatever
from USA, we are ready
to assist you. You can
visit our Facebook Page
for Great Sales Events,
status update for your
choice. Single party or
other Online shopping
services are warmly
welcome to contact us.
We will arrange for you
with special service
charges. There are
2 deliveries in every
month. We can provide
original invoice from
USA. PIs call 09-2505-
34703 for more detail.

CAR
(blue),

suzuki splash
year : 2012,
mileage : 25,000 km,
excellent  condition.
fee: $300~400 / month,
no driver, only car.
I am real owner, pls
contactdirectly.ryankim
aceyangon79@gmail.
com Ph: 09-4313-2872

0014_3;5 As Good

:ﬁ&&u@&oo’?&m@q:&m%
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1 320803403 %&3]
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90500650€c0s00p81 No
165/167, 35" Street,
(Middle), Kyauktada
Yangon. Tel: 20 40 20,
24 52 30, 09 50-30177,
facebook.com/
DPSMyanmar

- m559$ Barometric

Altimeter
- 5D Card
- $m[§éa

aepbi/g: sbdociq
iﬁp 2040 20, 255 725 947

CAMERA, From
Singapore : used DSLR
Canon 450D with (18-
55)mm lens (9/10) &
550D with (18-55)
mm lens (10), 600D
with (18-55)mm lens
(9/10), DSLR Nikon D
5000 (18-55)mm lens
(9.5/10) Ph:09-512-
8713

ﬁ' Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.
J TERTEEFNRE

On its 8th Anmiversary, the Power 7 Estate Company,
Special rental Services will be rendering
services free of charge till the end ol June
as 4 special program (o customers.
Please contact with us in a hurry.

(Member Only)

No agent fee
until JUNE

Ph: 094921 4276, 09 421177105 , E-mail : powerTmay @ gmail.com

webh site

= WA DORWET

Trealestate.com

COLD STORAGE, 100
M/T capacity situated at
Hlaing Thar Yar Industrial
area at reasonable rate.
Aye Chan Win Co., Ltd.
No0.85, Hlay Thinn Ah
Twin Wun U Chain Rd,
Zone (2) Hlaing Thar Yar,
Yangon, Myanmar. Tel:
95-1-704539, 682011,
663569, Fax: 95-1-
682011, 685846, Email:
ayecho@mptmail.
net.mm, PIs contact:
682011, 685846, 09-
500-8845, 09-500-8843.
APPLE new Macbook Air
13" (2014 latest model)
$1099; Ipad Air: 500000
Kyats; Ipad mini 260000
Kyats; Samsung Note3:
550000Kyats; Samsung
Notes 8.0: 260000Kyats;
Samsung Note 10.1
(2014): 460000Kyats,
Samsung Tab3 7™
150000 Kyats. All Brand
New. Call :09-532-2747
CAR Mecedes
Benz S350, 2006
Model (Black colour)
Interested person may
contact Ms.Thazin, Tel:
01-664-372

TOYOTA BELTA (grey)
year:2011.Dec, mileage
1 22,000 km, excellent
condition. fee : $500 /
month, no driver, only
car. | am real owner, pls
contact directly. ryankim
aceyangon79@gmail.
com. Ph: 09-4313-2872
TOYOTA PRADO, 2006
Model/ White Colour
Left Hand Drive /4Doors
Very Good Driving
Condition (No Accident)
Only serious buyer can
contact. Ph : 09-515-
0751

WE CAN TEACH Korea
language for EPS-
TOPIK. Ph: 09-4210-
06072, 09-2505-65793.

AREYOU aforeigner? Do
you want to read, speak
and listen in Myanmar
language? Contact us:
09-513-9298
FOR FOREIGNERS -
We do teach Myanmar
language 4  skills
by (Teacher Tun).
Available home tution
or group class. Basic -
3 Months, Intermediate
- 3 Months, Advanced
- 3 Months.English
Language : For adults
& young learners, We
do teach 4 skills face to
face or gruop teaching.
Available home tution or
group class. Contact us:
09-4211-47821, O01-
243420.

CHINESE (Mandarin)
teacher hereinYangon,
Myanmar. | have over
6 years teaching in
Singapore. Pls do not
hesitate to contact
me for an evaluation.
I'm a professional
teacher who will help
you improve your
speaking, reading and
writing skills. | use
Singaporean text books
and Chinese speaking/
conversation  books
for teaching speaking,
reading and writing in
Mandarin. I'm available
Monday-Saturday with
a flexible schedule. |
also teach Myanmar
language & Text books
to Foreigner. If | don't
answer please send
me a sms and | will get
back to you as soon
as possible. May : 095
9-516-2988.
LANGUAGE
Proficiency :Effective
& Scientific way. Tutor,

Translator, Interperter
(Such languages
R Hindi, Sanskrit,
Bengali, Nepali,

English & Myanmar)
R.S.Verma.B.Sc.,(Bot),
Yangon. (UFL-English),
Yangon. Email:rsverma.
myanmar@gmail.com.
Ph: 09-73042604.
MYANMAR, English,
Chinese, Japanese.
For foreigners - We
do teach Myanmar
language 4 skills by
(Teacher Tun). Basic -
3 Months. Intermediate
- 3 Months. Advanced
- 3 Months. English
language - For adults
& young learners. We
do teach 4 skills face
to face group teaching.
Available home tuition
or group class. Chinese
language - For all
grades & classes.
(Taiwan Teacher Mr.
Lin) teach 4 skills to be
native speaker. Intend
to go abroad to study
or work students can
contact us. Basic - 3
Months, Intermediate
- 4 Months, Advanced
- 6 Months, Super
advanced - 6 Months.
We do service.
Japanese language -
For all students who
want to go to JAPAN for
Work or study. We do
teach 4 skills & practice
very well. Contact us
- 09-4211-47821, 01-
243420.

ENGLISH for any age.
| have a bachelor's
degree in elementary
education with a
concentrationin English
as a Second Language
from the USA and
also have experience
teaching adults English
as well. If you want to
improve your English
skills for any variety
of purposes email me
and we will arrange a
meeting. During the
first meeting we will
discuss your goals and
objectives for learning
English and develop
a curriculum custom-
tailored to your goals.
Justin: jhemming@
nmsi.org

GERMAN native teacher
available for private
individual courses or
small groups. All levels
possible. House calls

on request. Call 09-
421012160 for more
information!

ENGLISH & FRENCH
courses by experienced
language trainer.
Special courses for
tourism industry
available (guides,
hotel and restaurant
staff, managementlevel
possible). Contact 09-
421012160 for details!
CHINESE language :
For all grades & classes
(Taiwan Teacher Mr
Lin) teach 4 skills to be
native speaker. Intend
to go abroad to study
or work students can
contact us, Basic - 3
Months, Intermediate
- 4 Months, Advanced
- 6 Months. Super
advanced - 6 Months,
we do service of
interpreting Chinese
- Myanmar language
service. Japanese
language : for all
students who want to
go to Japan for work
study. We do teach 4
skills & practice very
well. 09-4211-47821,
01-243420.

Public Notices

WE ARE pleased
to inform you that
Delegation of the
European Union will
move to its new office
premises, effective as

of Monday 31 March
2014. The new address
and contact information
of the Delegation of the
EU are as follows: EU
Delegation Myanmar,
Hledan Centre - Corner
of Pyay Rd & Hledan
Rd, 6th FIr, Kamayut,

Yangon, Myanmar.
Phone: +95 (1)
2305650. Fax: +95

(1) 230 56 51. In the
context of its move, the
EU Delegation will be
closed on Thursday 27
March (public holiday)
and on Friday 28 March
2014. Last but not least,
we would like to request
to receive all the future/
pending invoices with
our NEW address as
well.

Terre des hommes
Italia [TDH ltalia] : We
would like to inform,
our new office address.
Operation will start at
19 May 2014. Office
addressis: N0.48, Shwe
Hinn Thar Street, 11
Ward, Hlaing, Yangon.
Contact phone : (95)1-
654 604
WOULDyouliketokill Two
birds with One stone?
If so conduct your
meeting at  Mary
Chapman School for

the Deaf “Holding
a meeting means
donating the Deaf
children” Rooms

available: (1).Air con
room for 25 person
per day kyats50,000/
(fifty thousand) (2).Air
con room for 50 person
per day kyats 80,000/
(eighty thousand) (3).
Hall for 100 person
above per day
kyats 100,000/ (one
hundred  thousand)
Reservation please!
Mary Chapman School

for the Deaf : No. 2,
Thantaman St, (Near
American center),

Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Tel: 01-221872, O01-
218342.

Training

WEB Development &
Design Training Sat &
Sun - 5:00 ~ 7:00pm.
Contact: 09-4211-
44937

Travel

A VISIT to Mrauk-U,
a land of marvelous
historical & divine
religious monuments
would be incomplete
without staying at
the simple yet stylish
Nawarat Hotel. Enjoy
our  Complimentary
breakfast, hot & cold
shower, satellite TV,
mini-bar & free WIFI.
Yangon Office: 26, 43rd
St, Botataung, Yangon.

h : (+95) 1-202540,
298943, Fax : 202587.
Email mraukoo-
nawarathotel@gmail.
com

We provide the following
Training, CISCO, CCNA,
CCNP,  MICROSOFT,
MCSA, MCSE, LAB,
EC-COUNCIL CEH,
SECURITY ADMIN.
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.

Property

Sale/Rent

GOLDEN VIEW Tower,
(Shine Condo), Condo
room with Karaweik &
Shwedagone Pagoda
view, New room,
2400sqft, fully furnished,
2MBR, 2BR, living,
lobby, dinning, kitchen.
Contact : 09-513-3958.

Housing for Rent

MWEA TOWER, Shwe
Dagon Pagoda Road,
Between  Yawmingyi
& Nawadae Street.
Dagon Township, 1850
sqft, IMBR, 2BR, Fully
furnished and decorated
Free high speed wifi
One auto phone,
Basement car park,
Rate per month 40 lakhs.
Contact:09-515-1865
CONDO Apartments
(1) MGW Tower, 1500
sqft (2)University
Avenue Condo, 1350
sqft, Fully furnished
(3)Yankin  Apartment-
1400 sqft. (4)9th Miles,
Ocean : 1350 sqft (5)
A-One Lane, Main Rd,
2 Storeys house, 100'
x 100', (6) Thuwunna, 2
Storeys house, 80' x 90",
(7) South Oakkalapa, 1
single house, 40' x 60'
(8) Botataung, 25'x62’,
3rd FIr left. Ph:09-732-
41848, 09- 8601-042
(1) NEAR Taw Win
Center, 25'x 60', 2MBR,
1SR, FF, Lift, $ 2500.
(2) Near Kabaraye Ga
Mone Pwint, 15' x 60,
Hall, Lift, 7 Lakhs. (3)
Near, Yuzana Plaza,
15' x 60, IMBR, 1SR,
3F, 8Lakhs. (4) La Min
Tharyar Condo, 1875
sgft, IMBR, 2SR, FF,
Lift, 16Lakhs. (5) Parami
Condo, 1350sqft, IMBR,
2SR, FF, Lift, 8Lakhs.
(6) Kyauktada, Mingalar
Condo, 25'x 55', IMBR,
2SR, Lift, 15Lakhs. Ph:
09-492-14276,09-4211-
77105.

(1) Mayangone, 9 Mile,
45' x 85', 3MBR, 1SR,
FF, 2RC, 40Lakhs. (2)
InyaRd, 50'x64', 4AMBR,
2SR, FF, 2RC, $ 4000.
(3) Mayangone, 8 Mile,
70" x 90, 3MBR, 2SR,
FF, 2RC, 40Lakhs. (4)
Yankin, Kyauk Kone , 40'
x 80", 3MBR, FF, 2RC,
50Lakhs. (5) 9 Mile, A1
St, 5000 sqgft, 4MBR,
FF, 2RC, 35Lakhs. (6)
Golden Valley, 3000 sqft,
2MBR, 1SR, FF, 1RC,
25Lakhs. Ph: 09-492-
14276, 09-4211-77105.
LANMADAW, Yangon
2500 Sqft, 5*"+6" Floor,
Downtown area, parquet
Floor, Furniture, air con:
Hot and cold water,
Single room-4, Master
bed room-1, ready
to use. US$1600 per
month, Contact: 09-517-
8014.

MANDALAY, Downtown
area on 80" main
road, include building,
(width) 44'x170' (length)
Electricity, water,
suitable, for Bak, School
etc... ready to use.
US$ 10000 per month.
Contact: 09-517-8019.
PAZUNDAUNG, 50t" St,
middle block, 1st floor,
25" x 60, Hong Kong
style 2floor, 5bed rooms,
2 westerntoilets, full teak
wood floor, tilling floor
kitchen and bathrooms,
air-con, landline phone.

Call: 666604, 09-507-
6284.
LARGE commercial

building just steps from
traders hotel, opposite
FMI center. Total of
5000 sq ft X 5 floors
for lease. Completion
in November, please

contact for details.
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223
(MODERN  Properties/
Condos for rent/
sale. No agency fee,
properties  screened
by foreign agent. www.
rivers-realestate.com,
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09-4211-02223

A CONDO of 1450 sqft to
rent with 3 fully funished
bedrooms and air.cons.
Washing machine,
fridge and internet will
be provided. Price :
18 lakhs (1,800,000) +
agent fees (not exceeds
than a month payment)
contact:09-732-05178
YANKIN, (1)Yankin
Centre, 1750sqft, LMBR,
2BR, 4 AC, 15 Lakhs (2)
Shweohnpin Apartment,
1200 sqft, IMB, 2BR, G
FIr, 3 AC, 13 Lakhs (3)
6 miles, 32 Avenue,
8000 sqft, wood house.
35 lakhs. Moureen: 09-
518-8320.
(1).KAMAYUT, Inya Rd,
1Acre, 2 Storey nice
European style house,
3MBR, 1SR, maid
room, Ph line, Aircon
in all rooms, Generator,
Ceiling Fans, Big wide
lawn, US$9000 per
month. (2).Bahan,
Golden Valley, 0.5Acre,
Single Storey house,
1MBR, 2SR, Ph line,
Aircons, Big wide lawn,
US$5000 per month. (3).
Kamayut, 5 Mile, Pyay
Rd, 0.25Acre, 3 Storey
new house, 5MBR, 1SR,
Ph line, 10 Aircons, Big
wide spacious balcony,
Wooden FIr, big wide
windows in all rooms,
Garden, US$ 7500 per
month (Nego:), Ph: 09-
731-30141.

DAGON SEIK KAN,
Yuzana Garden city, 2
bed rooms, 4th floor, B
block, # 1 road, 150 lkhs,
please contact 09-4480-
45381 , 09-4210-4486,
09-2500-78808
(1).Near Park Royal
hotel , Bo Yar Nyunt St,
800sqft, 2 flat, 3SR fully
furnish, 1600 USD (2).
Near Sakuratower, 1250
sgft, lift, 1 MBR, 2SR,
fully furnish, 2100 USD.
(3).Pansodan St, near
Ruby Mart, 1250sqft,
1SR, part of furnish,
1600 USD. Ph:09- 4921-
4276, 09-4211- 77105

Housing for Sale

RUBBER Lands for
Sales (1) Between Bago
Hantharwaddy Airport
and Main Rd. Rubber
Lands - 300 Acres
(including rubber plants
aged 5 years) (2) Near
Bago Hantharwaddy
Airport Rubber lands-
60 Acres (including
Required Official
Documents) Contact:
09-2540-88487,  09-
4523-36822

CLASSIC STRAND
Condo, 2200 sqft
commercial/residence
for sale. 3rd floor,
wide open layout, 14

foot ceilings. Gym,
cafe, facilities. Prime
downtown location,

close to strand hotel/
union bar. Great value
psfjasonwongjp@gmail.
com 09-4211-02223
CHAUNG THA (Near
Pathein), Brick 25' x 50'
on 40'x 70' of Land, with
well, 300 gallon water
tank, Septic tank, Solar
power, 200mfrombeach,
500m from village, 390
Lakhs/ US$ 39000. Call
09-4250-10128, Email:
howww@gmail.com,
akhinmoeato@gmail.
com.
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Employment

UN Positions

THE UNITED Nations
World Food Programme,
is seeking (1).Field
Monitor Assistant SC-4
Rathedaung duty station
(under supervision of
Sittwe Sub-office) (2).
Field Monitor Assistant
SC-3 Rathedaung duty
station (under supervision
of Sittwe Sub-office) For
more information, please
visit to  http://www.
themimu.info/jobs-for-
myanmar-nationals. Pls
Emailthe applicationswith
UN P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org
<mailto: wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org> COB
18 June 2014,

THE UNITED Nations
World Food Programme,
isseeking (1) Admin
Assistant GS-4 Magwe
(2) Drivers GS-2Yangon
2 Posts. For more
information, pls visit to
http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please Email
the applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org
<mailto:wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org>
COB 11 June 2014.

THE UNITED NATIONS
World Food Programme,
isseeking (1) Logistics
Assistant (Tally)SC-2
Magwe. For more
information, please visit
to http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Please Email
the applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org
<mailto:wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@  wfp.org>
COB 12 June 2014.

Ingo Positions

(1)WASH Engineer 1
post (2)EOC Officer 1
post (3)Project Officer 1
post (4)Field Assistant 1
post Application process:
Pls send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society (Head
Office) Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, Nay
Pyi Taw. Ormrcshr
recruitment@gmail.com
For more information &
application, pls visit to
www.myanmarredcross
society.org Pls mention
“Position Title” in subject
if you apply.

INTERNATIONAL
Rescue Committee -
Myanmar is seeking (1)
HR/Admin Coordinator
in Yangon: Bachelor's
and/or Master's
university degree in HR
management, Business
Administration, Law, or
related field. 6 years
progressive experience
as an HR generalist,
including  recruitment,
performance manage
ment, compensation,
training & development &
HRAdminstration. 3years
experience managing
& mentoring HR staff.
Fluency in Myanmar &
English. (2)IT Assistant
in Yangon: Vocational
certificate in computers
and/or electronics 3+
years experience in IT
(preferably with NGO
or private company)
preferred. MCP Certificat
ion preferred. Spoken &
written English a must.
Knowledge with Microsoft

Server 2003/2008 &
Active Directory. (3)
Health Coordinator

- Emer gency (ER) in
Sittwe, Rakhine State:
M.B.,B.S or MD or RN,
with  Post Graduate
Degree/ Certificate
in  Tropical Medicine/
Medicine/ Health in
Disaster or a related field.
5~ 7 years experience in
setting up and managing
complex  emergency
health programs in a
humanitarian  context,
and demonstrated high
level skills in program
and project coordination,
management, mentoring
and multi-tasking; and an
excellentunderstanding of
the contexts of Myanmar.
7~10yearsofemergency
health care & related
experience in UN/INGOs/

LNGOs. Pls submit a
Cover letter & CV to the
HR Department by email
at: MaiMyaMyintZu.Tin@
rescue.org or by delivery
to the IRC office : 33/A,
Natmauk Lane Thwe
(1), Bocho (2) Quarter,
Bahan, Yangon. Closing
date for 1 & 2 : 16 June.
For 3 : 13 June 2014.

Local Positions

CHATRIUM HOTEL
Royal Lake Yangon —
Leading Five Star Hotel
in Yangon, Myanmar
with its headquarter in
Bangkok, is now seeking
highly energetic and
motivated candidates for
the following positions:
(1). Japanese Sales
Manager - M/F 1 Post
(2). Japanese Sales
Executive - M/F 1 Post
(3).Hostess in
Japanese Restaurant
F 1 Post. Interested
candidates should apply
with  full CV/Resume
indicating position of
interest, qualifications,
educational background,
employment records and
recentphoto notlaterthan
23.6.2014. Only short-
listed candidates will
be notified by phone for
interview. Email: hr.chry@
chatrium.com Ph: 01-
544500, 01-544500 HR
Dept. Chatrium Hotel
Royal Lake Yangon : 40,
Natmauk Rd, Tamwe Tsp.
Yangon.

HORIZON Intl School is
looking for (1).Assistant
Teacher-F4posts:For(Po
Sein, Shwehinthar, Shu
kinnthar) Kindergarten,
Age between 22 to 30,
University ~ graduate,
Good command of
English, Basic computer
skills, Comfortable
working  with  young
learners, Able to devote
oneself to teaching,
Friendly, enthusiastic
and patient. (2).Nurse
(Shwehinthar KG) - F 1
post: University graduate,

Proficient in English,
2 years' experience,
Friendly, enthusiastic

& flexible, Pleasant &
helpful personality. All
candidates should be
good in communication
& interpersonal skills.
Pls bring CV along with a
copy ofyour credentials to
5A, Po Sein Rd, Bahan,
Yangon. Closing date :
June 20, 2014. (8:00am
to 4:00pm)

URGENTLY Need (1).
Senior Receptions 2
Posts: Salary Rate ($200)
(2).Sous Chef 2 Posts :
Salary Rate ($300) Email
: warkhaung1997@
gmail.com Ph: 09- 4207-
08515, 09-4927-8053.
WE (Amara Group Co.,
Ltd) are currently looking
for highly motivated
competent professionals
in the following key
positions:  (1)General
Manager 1Post(Ngapali),
(2) F & B Manager
1 Post (Ngapali), (3)
FO Manager 1 Post
(Ngapali), (4) Sales &
Marketing ~ Manager
1 Post (Yangon), (5)
Sales executive 2 Post
(Yangon), (6) Purchaser
1 Post (Yangon), (7) Spa
Manager 1Post(Ngapali),
(8) Personal Manager
1 Post (Ngapali), (9)
Guest Relation Officer
1 Post (Ngapali), (10)
Chef De Parties 1 Post
(Mandalay), (11) Commis
Il 1 Post (Mandalay). Be
part of a young dynamic
team and contribute
to the hotels success
with your expertise and
experience. Therefore
we offer an interesting
work environment,
accommodation and an
attractive package. We
look forward receiving
CV in English. Contact:
amaragroup.mmw@
gmail.com, Ph: 95-
1-663347, 652191,
No.6, Tayza Rd, Kyan

Khin Su Quarter,
Mingalardon, Yangon.
WWw.amaraoceanresort.

com, Tel: 95-1-663347,
652191, 3335972 ~ 75,
WE are seeking (1)
GeneralManager (HR) 1
Post: (USD 800 ~ 1500)

(2)(Operation - Power
Industry) 3 Posts : (USD
500 ~ 1200) (3)Project
Sales Manager - 2
Posts: (USD500 ~1000)
(Location - Naypyitaw,
Myanmar or Frequently
travel to Naypyitaw)
(4) Manager (Planning
& Controlling) 2 Posts
: (USD 500 ~ 1000) (5)
Chief Auditor - 1 Post:
(USD700 ~ 1000) (6)
Commercial Manager
1Post: (USD 700-1200)
Pls send CV & a cover
letter, including salary
expectations, to Email-
thelondoner007 @gmail.
com. All successful
candidates can expect
a very competitive
remuneration package &
a comprehensive range
of benefits. Closing date
: 17th June, 2014.
SECRETARY - Female 1
Post: Mustbe acomputer
literate, good at spoken/
written English with 3
years experience. Please
send CV withrecent photo
to email:tztztz78@gmail.
com
(1)PERSONAL
secretary -M/F 2 posts:
Excellent in Speaking &
written English.  Good
knowledge of int'l hu
manitarian organization.
Age between 25 to 35
years . (2)Japan (or)
Korean, (Excellent 4
skills) - M/F 2 posts : Age
between 25 to 35 years.
For1&2:Interesting real
estate. (3) Computer
- M/F 3 posts : (Word,
Excel, Photoshop, power
point) Age between 20to
35years. Address:16,U
Aung Myat St, near Thein
Phyu car driving range.
Mingalar Taunyunt, Ph:
09-4921-4276,09-4211-
77 105.
NS Bluescope Pte Ltd
manufactures pre
mium, high quality &
technologically advanc
ed coated steel, building
components and building
systems through a
network of manufacturing
facilities in Asia.Myanmar
Branch Office is looking
for (1) Marketing & Com
munications Manager :
Primary responsibilityisto
develop and implement
marketing strategies &
communication  plans
for NS Bluescope in
Myanmar. Develop
& execute marketing
strategy & brand building
development plan
Develop, initiate &execute
strategic & tactical market
commu nication activities.
Develop and deliver
marketing materials for
local market. Provide
primary corporate
communications  with
major customers,
stakeholders, industry
bodies & media in
Myanmar. The ideal
candidate : Bachelor's
degree in Marketing/
Communication or
Architecture, Engineering
or Construction related
technical course. 5 years
relevant experience in
building materials,
construction and/or steel
industry Competency
& experience in busi
ness development,
customer service,
event management,
& development  of
communications
materials. Supervisory/
Managementskills. Good
computer literacy. Good
command of English &
Myanmar. (2) Technical
Support Engineers
Provides technical
support to customers,
projectowners, architects
& engineers. This
position is a key link to
communicate, coordi
nate & provide feedback
between customers and
industry  professionals
& NSBS. The ideal
candidate: Bachelor
Degree in Engineering,
Architecture or Science.
2 — 3 year experience
in building materials,
construction and/or steel
industry. Experience
with product technical
specification and
customer service. Good
computer literacy. Good
command in English and

Myanmar. Applications
with (AYA covering
letter, copy of Identity,
other qualifications and
documents should be
sent in by email to khin.
thu@bluescopesteel.
comorinperson.No. 301,
Pyay Rd, Diamond Condo
A, Kamayut Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph:
01-1221343, 09-4480-
18719, 01-2306223.
www.bluescopesteel.
com.

LOOKING for a Violin
Teacher. Ph: 09- 2540-
08146, 01-572177.
PRIME Agri Technologies
(Myanmar) Ltd is seeking
: (1) Agri Team Member
- 20 posts in Heho,
Shan State : Must have
agricultural experience
and greenhouse farming
experience. Bachelor
Degree holder  or
Diploma in Agriculture.
Fluent written and oral
communications skill in
both Myanmar & English.
Able to work under
pressure, hardworking
& self-directed. Can use
Microsoft Office ( Word,
Excel, Power point and
Outlook).  (2)Project
Engineer 2 Posts in
Yangon Bachelor of
Engineering (Electrical
Power). Must have
good computer skill
(Auto CAD,MS Office,
etc.,,) & good command
in  English.  Strong
working experience at
MEPE, ESE, or YESB
in electrical transmission
and distribution and/or
powergeneration. Proven
practical experience in
troubleshooting  T&D
problems in the field.
5 years experiences in
related fields. (3)Junior
Engineer 2 posts in
Yangon Bachelor of
Engineering (Electrical
Power). Good computer
skillandgood commandin
English. Basic knowledge
on electrical circuits,
substation equipment,
moderncommunication &
net working. 1 or 2 years
experiences in related
fields. Pls send detailed
resume stating current
salary & expected salary
together with a recent
photo & references to
:ssthaw@prime-agri.
com or Suite 101, 1st Flr,
BLAZON Tower, Uwisara
Rd, Kamayut, Yangon.
Ph:01-536922,09-4201-
88606). Closingdate: 15,
June 2014

FOOD & BEVERAGE Co.,
looking for HR & Admin
Manager :3yearsrelevant
working ~ experiences,
preferably in the F&B
industry. Degree/Diploma
in human resources
management, Good
command of spoken &
written English. Oversee
the day to day admin
& operational matters.
Must have good people
management skills. Must
be able to motivate the
staff and conduct training
programs.  Interested
candidates, please state
your expected salary and
email resume to : naychi-
mgt@myanmar.com.mm
ADVERTISING Agency,
looking for an aggressive
and outgoing Female
Marketing  Services
Executive: 2 years sales
ormarketing experiences.
Goodcommandinspoken
&written English. Respon
sible for marketing the
company’s  services.
Must be able to organize
and manage events
independently. Must be
able to maintain excellent
customer services to key
clientcontacts. Interested
candidates, please state
expected salary and email
resume to naychi-mgt@
myanmar.com.mm

"EXPATRIATE  family
seeks housekeeper/
cook. Must speak

English, accommodation
provided. Excellentsalary
and benefits. Please call
(0)1-504-776 between
the hours of 10 to 12."

UNIEXCEL LTD.
(International trading
firm) is seeking for
Marketing Assistant-M/
F, Single, any graduate,
having experience of

2-3 years in marketing,
good communication in
English and Burmese.
Interested candidates
contact:-  jogeshwar.
maini@uniexcelgroup.
com.tw; Mobile: 09-255-
723375, Ph: 01-371374.
SALES ENGINEERS
wanted (1M & E-M 1
post (2)Civil - M 1 post
(3)AutoCAD - M 1 post.
Must fluent in English,
Driving license for 1
& 2. Minimum 2 years
experience. Good salary.
Call : 09-4210-29415.

GOLDENSPIRIT Co., Ltd
(Alco/ Bev) is seeking
(1) Brand Manager -
Any graduate, 2 years
experience in liquorfield.
Good in English. Able
to travel in anywhere.
(2) Sales Manager -
M/F : Any graduate,
2 years experience
in liquor field. Able to
travel in anywhere. (3)
Sales supervisor - Any
graduate, More than
2 years experience in
liquorfield. (4)Marketing
Manager - M/F : Any
graduate, More than
2 years experience
in liquor field. Good
communication skills. (5)
Marketing Supervisor -
M/F:Any graduate, More
than 2 years experience
in liquor field. (6)H.R
Supervisor - M/F :
Any graduate diploma
or certificate in H.R or
Business administration
ispreferred. Orexperienc
ed in liquor field (H.R).
2 years experiences.
Good in  English.
Computer knowledge.
(7)Accountant - M/F
: B.Com or LCCI Level
() certificate. 2 years &
above experience. Able

posts (2).Data Entry -
M/F 2 posts (3).Sales
Assistant - F 2 posts
(4).Service Technician
- M 2 posts. (5).Web
Designer - M/F 1 posts
(6).Graphic Designer
- M/F 1 post (7).Driver
-M 2 posts. Pls submit
CV to Rm 303, AKK
Shopping Mall, 3rd Flr,
Thingangyun Market,
Laydaukkan Rd,
Thingangyun Yangon.
Ph: 01-560067, O01-
560068.

WE INVITE applications
for experienced English
teacher (Native speaker)
to provide English
language training to our
hotel guest contact staff.
Please send emailto HR
Dept (thandarye.myi@
chatrium.com) for more
details.”

EXPERIENCED trans
lators wanted (full-
time): (1) English,

Karen & Burmese 1
post. (2) English, Chin
& Burmese 1 post. (3)
English, Burmese 1
post. Please submit a
coverletterandcvtohr@
linguamyanmar.com

For more information
on Lingua Myanmar,
visit our website: www.
linguamyanmar.com.

OKKARTHIRICo., Ltd,is
seeking(1)Receptionist
. Bachelor degree, 1-2
years experience in
Administration, Good
English, Able to use

computer, Microsoft
application, Hard
working (2) Sales

Representatives

Bachelor degree ,
Strong customer &
service orientation,

Good negotiation skill,
Reach sales target,

Advertise in the

No.1

Classified section
Tel: 392 676, 392 928

todosummary of monthly
expenditure. Able to
do stock controlling
& auditing. Excellent
skill in computer. (8)
Merchandiser - Age
18 ~ 25 years. (9)
Promotion Girls'
Leaders (PG leaders).
Pls send detailed up date
CVwith 1recentpassport
photo, with necessary
documents : clearance
recommendation letter
by authorized person of
previous organization to
S-19/02, Byo Phyu Rd,
Aung Stadium (North),
Mingalar Taung Nyunt.
Closing date : 2™ week
of June 2014.
EXPERIENCED
domestic helper
available. Know how to
cook, ironing, washing,
cleaning. etc. Tel: 09-
3157-5765.

KELVIN CHIA Yangon
Ltd is a foreign legal
consultancy firm. We are
looking motivated and
committed individuals
who are able towork and
be based in Mandalay to
join us as Lawyers who
will work on a variety of
corporate & commercial
matters & transactions
in Myanmar. If you are
a Myanmar-qualified
lawyer with  strong
English language skills,
you are invited to apply
to join our Myanmar
practice. Myanmar
nationals admitted toint'l
bars are also welcome
to apply. Training will
be provided. Applicants
may email to kim@
kcyangon.com & submit
their curriculum vitae.
GLOBAL WAVE Techno
logy is seeking (1)
Admin Staff - F 2

Good in English, Able to
use computer, Microsoft
application. Pls send
CV with relevant certifi
cates, documents
attach to frontoffice.
mgr@okkarthiri.comand
No.4(A) Pyay Rd, Hlaing,
Yangon.

FUTURE GIFT Int'l Ltd
is, a Trading Company
representing  Europe
prominent brands for
Myanmar, looking
for  (1)Procurement
Assistant (International
Trade) M/F (Male is
preferable) 1 post :
Age around 27 years
with Bachelor degree. 2
years relevant working
experience is required.
Good command of
English is a must. High
level of communication
& interpersonal skill.
Able to find new
suppliers from overseas
and communicate well.
Experience & knowledge
ininternational trade is a
advantage. Profi cientin
MSoffice&usinglnternet.
(2) Procurement
Executive (International
Trade ) - M/F (Male is
preferable) 1 post : Age
around 27 years with
Bachelordegree. 1years
relevant  experience.
Good command of
English. High level of
communication and
interpersonal skill. Able
to find new suppliers
from overseas &
communicate well.
Experience & knowledge
in international trade is
a advantage. Proficient
in MS office & using
Internet. Pls send
application and Resume
with educational and
relevant documents to

No (2), West Maykha
Lane (1), Mayangone,
Yangon. Ph:01-655593,
655594, 664285, Email :
fgil.service@gmail.com
WE ARE seeking: (1).
Native English teacher
who is experienced
in teaching English to
young children for
weekend classes.
(2). An experienced
Chinese teacher is
required for weekend
classes. You will be
responsible for lesson
planning, outlining your
own teaching students
and finding the materials.
Interested applicants,
please call 09-4308-
4360.

(1) CAN speak English
(4 skill)- M/F 5 posts:
Working  experience
at least 2 year, can
communicate with the
Embassy. Age 20 ~ 30
years old. Must interest
real estate business. (2)
Can speak Chinese (4
skill) M/F 5 posts. Age
20 ~ 30 years old. (3)
computer - M/F 3 posts
(word, Excel, photo
shop) Phone : 09 - 4201-
14749, 09-4211- 77105.
RIGHT Myanmar Travels
Urgently requires tour
staff ifyou have following
skills. Female (Under
25), Use internet, emalil
& microsoft word, can
speak and write basic
English. Pls submit your
CV through our emalil
- rightmyanmartravel@
gmail.com

WIRED MEDIA Co., Ltd
is seeking (1)Senior
MediaBuyer -F 3 posts
: 2 years experience in
related field, Proficient
in Computer (Microsoft
Office- Word, Excel,
Power Point) & Internet,
E-mail (2) Secretary &
Public Relation (PR) -F
2 posts : Age 25 ~ 35,
CanspeakEnglish&Thai
language. (3)Driver- M
5 posts : .Specialist in
Car Driving , Serving
and Maintaining. Good
Interpersonal skill. Good
communication  skill,
Over 1 year experience.
Pls submit to 8, Nguwar
(3)St,ward5,Myakanthar
Villa, Hlaing, Yangon. Ph
:01-505724,538552, 09-
4500-53498. Closing
Date : 13-6-14

GO GO UP Co., Lud
is seeking (1) Travel
Operation Manager
1 post : Well versed in
CRS usedinthe industry
like abacus, Amadeus,
Established network of
contacts with domestic
hotels, airlines, transport
and tour operators,
Experience with setting
up a tour agency
preferred, Independent,
hands-on and self-
motivated team player,
Knowledgeable  and
passionate about travel
industry with excellent
customer service, Must
be able to speak/read/
write  English fluently,
3 years of experience
in established travel
agency, managerial
experience would have
an advantage, Able to
work on weekends &
holidays when needed.
(2)Reservation
Eecutive Good
English language skill,
Experience in reser
vation/ tour work, Able
to handle group and

individual reservation,
Highly motivated,
resourceful, open

minded and trust worthy,
Preferable degree or
diploma related to the
post, 2 years experience
with reservation depart
ment. Pls submit a
detailed updated CV with
a recent passport photo
via online gogoupmm@

gmail.com

AMD, the leading &
prospective company
Is seeking (1)Sales

Executive / Sales
Engineer (Medical)- M/F
10 posts : Any graduate,
Sciences Degree is
preferable, Age 22 ~
30, Able to travel(2)
Engineer (Water
Treatment) - M/F 10
posts : ME/BE/ B.Tech
(Mechanical/Electrical/

Mechantronic), Age 25
~ 35, Able to travel (3)
Receptionist/Office
Secretary - F 3 posts :
Anygraduat,Age 20~ 30.
For all posts : Computer

knowledge, Microsoft
office applications,
Good spoken &

written English, 1 year
experience. Pls bring
CV with recent photo,
NRC copy & relevant
documents to 39/B,
Thazin lane, Ahlone
(Opposite to Central
Women Hospital).
Ph: 218437, 218438.
Email:amd@yangon.
net.mm/ amdstaff@
optusnet.com.au

GENERAL MANAGER
M/F : Any graduate
with higher Degree of
MBA in management
field preferable, Age
35 ~ 40 years. 5 years
experience. Fluent in
English. Proficient in
Microsoft Office. Able
to plan & implement
the good marketing
strategies & able to
achieve sales targets.
Computer literate. (2)
Admin Manager
- Any degree with
diploma/ certificate in
HR & Administration
Management in busi
ness administration.
Age 25 - 35. 4 ~ 5 years
of experience. Good
knowledgeinHRpolicies,
practices & organization
development. Computer
proficiency. Good in
English. (3) Personal

Assistant Age 20
~ 25 years, Using a
variety of software
packages, such as

Microsoft Word, Outlook,
Power point, Excel,
Access, etc., to produce
correspondence &
documents & maintain
presentations, records,
spreadsheets & data

bases; devising &
maintaining office
systems; booking

rooms and conference
facilities; using content
management systems
to maintain and update

websites and internal
databases; attending
meetings, taking

minutes and keeping
notes; managing and
maintaining budgets,
as well as invoicing;
liaising with staff in
other departments &
with external contacts;
ordering and maintaining
stationery & equipment;
sorting and distributing
incoming post and
organizing and sending
outgoing post; liaising
with colleagues and
external contacts to book
travel & accommodation;
No 172, Anawrahta Rd,
Kyauktada. Ph: 389277.
PARKWAY Cancer
Centre is seeking(1)
Medical Doctor- F 1
post: M.B.B.S Graduate
with SA MA registration,
2 years experience
in medical field, (2)
Accountant - F 1 post :
Adegree from university
preferably accounting &
marketing background.
LCCI level 3, Age
above 35, For all posts:
Good communication
in English, 2 years
experience, Able to use
computer, internet and
Microsoft  application
with excellent skills. We
welcome the candidates
who are trustworthy, self-
motivated & outstanding,
willing to learn and able
to focus on work, be
polite & hospitality,
able to communicate
in courteous manners
and must have positive
working attitude.
Pls submit CV with
recent photocopy of
relevant certificates &
documents, describe
working experience from
graduation till present
and expected salary. Ps
submit CV with relevant
certificates, documents,
recommendation letter
attach and documents,
& expected salary. Park
way Cancer Centre Rm
G-07, G FlIr, Diamond
Center, Pyay Rd,
Kamayut. Tel : 532- 438,
532-447, 09-513- 6584
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TEVEN Gerrard will captain

England at a World Cup for

the second time but believes

Brazil will be the first tour-

nament he holds the role
“for real” having not felt that previous
manager Fabio Capello truly believed
in him as skipper.

Liverpool midfielder Gerrard cap-
tained England in South Africa four
years ago but only after first choice Rio
Ferdinand was injured and John Terry
was stripped of the role due to the con-
troversy surrounding him at the time.

“Capello didn’t believe in me as
his number one captain, Roy does.
I don’t know what it was, I think he
did believe in me as a player and our
relationship was totally fine, I enjoyed
working under him, but at the time
when he had to pick a captain we had
Rio Ferdinand here and John Terry as
well,” Gerrard told reporters on June 7.

“Maybe he thought they were go-
ing to offer something different from
me or maybe they were his preferred

choice which was totally up to him.
But for me now I know that I'm Roy’s
number one captain which is a big
confidence boost for me,” he said.

While Gerrard enjoys having the
full backing of his manager in his cap-
taincy skills he said the formal posi-
tion doesn’t change his behavior as a
senior member of a youthful squad.

“I'd have still behaved in the same
way four years ago [as now]. If I
wanted to go and put my arm around
a player or show a bit of authority I'd
do it in front of John. I'm sure he re-
spected that.

“Just because I'm the -captain
with the armband on I still want the
likes of Frank [Lampard] and Wayne
[Rooney] and Phil Jagielka to be lead-
ers in there with me and backing me
up and we do it together. But of course
I’d rather be captain than vice-captain
for sure,” he added.

The 34-year-old says he is relishing
being part of a young squad that he
believes is better than the one Capello

took to the last World Cup.

“There are two players pushing in
every position to get into the 11 and
I don’t think there’s much between
those two players in every position. I
think the manager is probably capable
of picking four or five teams for the
Italy game and you wouldn’t see much
difference in the standard,” he said.

“That’s what gives me hope and
also to know that whichever 11 he
picks we’'ve got some fantastic talent
on the bench to come in when needed.

“I think they [the young players]
have brought their form from the in-
dividual clubs into the set up. That’s
what I've noticed in the training so far
and hopefully they continue that into
the tournament.

“But these players, you talk about
how young they are and how inexpe-
rienced they are but all I can say is
that they are ready to play. That’s the
biggest compliment I can give them
and that’s because of what I've seen in
training.” - AFP

Gerrard revels in England captaincy

England’s Steven Gerrard speaks to the media at Barry University on June in
Miami, Florida. Photo: AFP

Argentina ‘Fab Four’ to
light up World Gup stage

LIONEL Messi, Gonzalo Higuain,
Sergio Aguero and Angel di Maria
form one of the most sublime attack-
ing forces in football, but their goals
may not be enough to win the World
Cup for Argentina.

Los Cuatro Fantasticos, as fans
call them, are all 26, came through
Argentina’s ranks together and are
hitting the peak of their careers.

Coach Alejandro Sabella is spoiled
for choice as he takes his fancied
team to the World Cup to take on
Nigeria, Bosnia and Iran in Group F.

Barcelona’s Messi has deposed
Diego Maradona as Argentina’s lead-
ing scorer - with 37 strikes in 85
appearances - and is rated as the
world’s most valuable footballer.

Higuain, of Italian side Napoli,
has 22 goals from 36 internation-
als; Aguero, who has just won the
English title with Manchester City,
21 goals from 50 games and di Ma-
ria, triumphant in the Champions
League with Real Madrid, 11 goals
from 45 games.

Sabella could play them any way
he wants and that kind of firepower
has made Argentina second favour-
ites to win the cup, behind Brazil.

The coach struggled however to
get the right formation after he ar-
rived in September 2011.

“Today the team plays with
three attackers [Messi, Aguero and
Higuain] of an extraordinary level,
plus di Maria, who is a fourth attack-
er,” said Sabella.

Di Maria normally plays an offen-
sive midfield role for Argentina.

“It is very difficult to take one

out,” Sabella added. “But we are go-
ing to continue like this.”

Even if one of the fab four is in-
jured, Sabella has plenty of support
to fall back on.

Carlos Tevez could not even make
the Argentine squad despite a bril-
liant season with Juventus. Sabella
could not handle managing a squad
with Messi and Tevez.

But he still has Rodrigo Palacio
of Inter Milan and Ezequiel Lavezzi
of Paris St Germain, who both got
games in the 3-0 friendly win over
Trinidad and Tobago on June 4.

Aguero and Higuain were rested
for that match.

Normally Sabella plays Higuain
as the target man, Aguero on the
left, di Maria in midfield and Messi
marauding on the right.

The lineup makes Argentina a
huge threat on the counter-attack.

Messi cast aside some of the weight
of playing for the national team, scor-
ing 18 goals in his last 16 games, in-
cluding World Cup qualifying.

But Sabella makes frequent
changes to the formation and the
rest of the team poses problems for
him.

Javier Mascherano will have to
carry many of the defensive duties
in midfield and centre back Federi-
co Fernandez and left-back Marcos
Rojo have regularly been exposed.

Argentina will face pressure as
they were the winners the last time
the tournament was held in South
America, in Argentina in 1978. The
last time they got past the quarter
finals was in 1990. - AFP

African coaches out to heat
imports at World Gup

THE first ambition of Ghanaian Kwesi
Appiah and Nigerian Stephen Keshi at
the World Cup is to reach the second
round and end decades of failure by
African coaches.

Since 1978, when Tunisian Abdel-
majid Chetali became the first African
coach to lead his country at a World
Cup, all 11 have failed to secure a place
in the knockout stages.

Despite this grim record, Appiah
and Keshi are strong backers of Af-
rican coaches, although three Euro-
peans achieved the best results for a
continent that has never gone beyond
the quarter-finals.

Russian Valery Nepomniachi guid-
ed Cameroon to the last eight in 1990
and Frenchman Bruno Metsu and
Serb Milovan Rajevac equalled the feat
with Senegal (2002) and Ghana (2010)
respectively.

“The white guys are coming to Af-
rica just for the money - they are not
doing anything we cannot do,” Keshi
said in an interview.

“When an African is appointed,
he must win every friendly, the Af-
rica Cup of Nations and the World
Cup.

“But whites get a year to adapt,
to know the country and the players.
That is unprofessional.”

Appiah is aiming much higher than
the second round, telling reporters his
“Black Stars” are powerful enough to
lift the trophy.

“To become world champions you
need strength in depth,” said the re-
served 53-year-old former national
team full-back.

“Ghana boasts a strong squad and

I believe we can go very far - even be-
come world champions.

“African football is rising and other
countries from the continent can also
do very well in Brazil.”

However, a first round Group G
including European powerhouses Ger-
many and Portugal spells trouble, even
for talented Ghana.

Keshi, who skippered Nigeria on
their World Cup debut 20 years ago,
appears better placed to create history.

While Argentina are Group F fa-
vourites, Nigeria are capable of taking
a place with them ahead of Bosnia and
Iran.

The outspoken Keshi, 52, refuses to
be drawn on the chances of the “Super
Eagles”.

“Some Nigerians believe we got an
easy draw and qualification is guaran-
teed, but I disagree.

“It would be a terrible mistake to
underestimate Bosnia and Iran as they
survived tough qualifying campaigns
just like us”

For Ghana and Nigeria to progress,
Appiah and Keshi must succeed where
coaching legends like Algerian Rabah
Saadane and Egyptian Mahmoud El-
Gohary failed.

A North African duo - Algerian
Rachid Mekhloufi and Moroccan Ma-
hieddine Khalef - came closest to get-
ting past the first round though.

They masterminded a stunning
1982 triumph over West Germany in
Spain and also a victory against Chile.

But Algeria finished third on goal
difference after qualifiers Germany
and Austria were involved in a shame-
ful final group game.

A narrow win for Germany would
ensure they and Austria advanced and
after the Germans took an early lead,
the match became a farce.

Both teams passed aimlessly while
Spanish spectators chanted “fuera,
fuera” (out, out) and furious Algerians
waved banknotes at the players.

Germany won 1-0 and although
FIFA rejected Algerian pleas for a re-
play, they ordered final group fixtures
at subsequent tournaments be played
simultaneously.

Unfortunately, the record of Afri-
can coaches since Algeria were elimi-
nated is embarrassing with just one
victory in 25 World Cup matches.

That was achieved by Jomo Sono, a
South African star deprived by apart-
heid of the chance to display his skills
at a World Cup.

The “Black Prince” coached his
country at the 2002 World Cup in
South Korea-Japan and “Bafana Bafa-
na” [The Boys] overcame Slovenia.

But Spain and Paraguay advanced,
leaving Sono third, just like Mekhloufi
and Khalef, Chetali and Angolan Luis
Oliveira Goncalves.

Chetali was the other coach to sa-
vour victory as Tunisia defeated Mex-
ico in 1978 - the first African triumph
at a World Cup.

Teams coached by Saadane (twice),
Tunisians Ali Selmi and Ammar
Souayah, El-Gohary, Moroccan Abdel-
lah Blinda and Nigerian Festus Onig-
binde finished winless and last.

Now it is the turn of Appiah and
Keshi and it would be a massive disap-
pointment for Africa if neither breaks
the barrier. — AFP
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Police, strikers clash in Brazil

Tensions mount as the country prepares to host the World Gup finals

OLICE clashed with striking

subway workers in Sao Paulo

on June 7 while 3,000 people

protested government poli-

cies, causing traffic chaos six
days before Brazil’s mega-city hosts
the first World Cup game.

The separate demonstrations
raised fears of more unrest when Bra-
zil and Croatia play the first game in
the business hub of 20 million people
on June 12.

Police fired tear gas and swung ba-
tons to beat back picketing strikers in-
side a metro station after commuters
tried to enter it, with torrential rain
adding to the traffic misery.

Across town, police officers esti-
mated 3000 people blocked the street
in front of the Central Bank in a peace-
ful protest organised by the Force Un-
ion against the economic policies of
President Dilma Rousseff.

“Our problem is not with the na-
tional team. We will cheer for them.
But on October 5, we will send Dilma
Rousseff to hell,” said union leader
Paulo Pereira da Silva, referring to the
upcoming presidential election.

The strike, which affected three
of the city’s five subway lines, caused
trouble for fans who attended Brazil’s
1-0 victory against Serbia in the team’s
final friendly in Sao Paulo’s Morumbi
stadium.

But the first World Cup game will

Riot police stand by as the Netherlands’ national football team arrives at their

hotel in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on June 6. Photo: AFP

be played in the city’s new Corinthians
Arena, which has yet to receive safety
clearance to operate at full capac-
ity, highlighting Brazil’s struggle to be
ready for the World Cup.

And officials are hard-pressed to
resolve the metro strike, because the
subway will be the main link to the
arena for legions of fans.

Workers went on strike early on

June 6 after negotiations on a salary
increase fell through. They rejected
an offer of 8.7 percent, insisting on at
least 10pc.

The traffic mayhem has stranded
the 4.5 million passengers who use the
subway system daily in the sprawling
city, while bumper-to-bumper traffic
stretched for up to 250 kilometres (155
miles).

“I'm going to have to return home.
I can’t get to work like this,” said
Pedro Henrique Rodrigues, a 28-year-
old pastry factory worker who stood
in a massive line of people waiting for
buses.

“The metro is not going there and
with this traffic, it’s impossible to go
by bus.”

It was the latest strike to hit Brazil,
where bus drivers, teachers and police
have staged walkouts in other cities
in recent months to demand better
wages.

The chaos in Sao Paulo is of the
sort Brazilian officials and world foot-
ball body FIFA want to avoid following
the violent protests that marred last
year’s Confederations Cup, a World
Cup dress rehearsal.

It was in Sao Paulo that mass pro-
tests erupted exactly a year ago as citi-
zens took to the streets to voice anger
at rising public transport fares.

The unrest ballooned into nation-
wide demonstrations against the more
than US$11 billion being spent on the
World Cup, with more than 1 million
people taking to the streets to demand
money for hospitals and schools.

The protest movement has lost
momentum since last June, but the
transportation chaos risks rekindling
anger in the countdown to the open-
ing ceremony.

Rousseff has defended the gov-

ernment’s preparations, insisting the
money spent will leave a legacy of
airports and transport infrastructure
that will benefit Brazil for years to
come.

But much of the other promised
infrastructure has been shelved, in-
cluding roadwork, a high-speed train,
a monorail and subway lines.

Several of the 12 stadiums have yet
to be finished. Eight workers died in
construction accidents.

Rousseff’s popularity has taken a
hit, with an opinion poll June 6 show-
ing that her support for the October
election dropped to 34pc in June from
37pc in April.

She still led the pack of candidates,
however, with her main rival, social
democrat Aecio Neves, falling by one
point to 19pc.

Despite Sao Paulo’s latest troubles.
FIFA president Sepp Blatter predicted
on June 6 that tensions would subside
once the football began.

“We at FIFA, we are confident, it
will be a celebration,” Blatter said. “I'm
an optimist. After the tournament
kicks off, I think there will be a better
mood.”

Teams are trickling into Brazil. The
Dutch team walked along Rio’s Ip-
anema Beach after arriving on June 7.

Bosnia, Italy and Ivory Coast also
landed on June 7, joining Australia,
Chile, Croatia and Iran. — AFP
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Fans hemoan

kyawzinhlaing91@gmail.com

ITH the World Cup

just days away football

fever is rising in Myan-

mar. But a sizable time

difference between
host nation Brazil and limited broad-
casting rights are threatening fans’
chances to watch football’s biggest
showecase.

A nine-and-half-hour time dif-
ference between Brazil and Myan-
mar means that the earliest matches
will be broadcast live in Myanmar at
10:30pm. The last of the daily games
will kick off at 7:30am.

Southern Myanmar United defend-
er Thein Soe Min said that he will have
to be selective in choosing the matches
that he watches.

“I can’t watch all matches because
some will be played after midnight
and I have a job. So, I will have to
choose the best matches to watch,” he
said.

During the 2010 World Cup in South
Africa, time difference was a manage-
able four-and-a-half-hours. Additionally,
matches were shown on both MRTV
and Myawaddy, public channels that
broadcast for free.

To catch the action at this year’s
World Cup however, not only will fans

Football fans react to a goal in a teashop in Yangon. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

have to stay up all night, they’ll have to
find a suitable venue to watch, as satel-
lite provider SkyNet have the exclusive
rights to broadcast the World Cup.

“I definitely don’t like that the
matches won’t be shown on free TV

channels. It will cost nearly K100,000
to install the SkyNet. Not everyone can
afford that,” said Ko Aung Ko, a football
fan from North Dagon.

“In past years, we could watch foot-
ball matches on MRTV and Myawaddy.

Now, those channels are showing Ko-
rean movies all the time. It is totally in-
convenient.”

The news has sent some diehard fans
scrambling to install SkyNet before the
World Cup kicks off on June 12.

Net grip on World Gup

“I subscribed to SkyNet at our
home yesterday [June 5]. It cost nearly
K100,000. My father also wants to watch
the matches. My mother is worried
about letting me go and watch at the
teashop late at night. So, we subscribed,”
said Ko Win Naing Htwe from Yankin
township.

Though fans are grumbling, teashop
owners with SkyNet are eager for a busi-
ness boom.

“I think there will be a large number
of football fans every night. The real
fans will watch every night although the
World Cup is a month long. Most people
will rely on teashops to watch matches,”
said the owner of Shwe Kaung Kywe
teashop in North Dagon township.

For those too young - or too old - to
spend a sleepless night watching the
matches at a tea shop, there is some
hope that major matches, like the final,
will be broadcast on a time delay on free
channels.

“It would be convenient for older
fans like me if MRTV and Myawaddy
show the football matches on a delay;”
said U Khin Soe, 63, from Mingaladone
township.

But if not, U Khin Soe said, even his
age and the late nights wouldn't keep
him from missing the action.

“I think I will still watch the key
matches at the teashop.”

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Key injuries begin to mount as kickoff looms in

FRANCE star Franck Ribery was ruled
out of the World Cup Friday as fears of
burnout mounted over a lengthening
list of players who will miss the tourna-
ment through injury.

Ribery’s withdrawal came after the
Bayern Munich winger pulled up in pain
with a back injury at France’s Clairefon-
taine training camp on the outskirts of
Paris.

France manager Didier Deschamps
confirmed the 3l-year-old would miss
the tournament along with Lyon mid-
fielder Clement Grenier, who had been
nursing a thigh injury.

“We had him undergo examinations
which unfortunately confirmed that he
had aggravated his back problem and
there was no question of him being able
to either train nor play” Deschamps
said.

Ribery’s withdrawal deprives France
of their prime attacking focal point, who
a year ago cemented his position as one
of world football’s top talents.

Later on June 7, Germany were also
given a huge fright when midfielder
Marco Reus hobbled out of his team’s
6-1 drubbing of Armenia in Mainz.

The Borussia Dortmund star limped

off in agony after the injury.

“I don’t know yet what it is, we have
to wait,” said Germany coach Joachim
Loew.

With Portugal star Cristiano Ron-
aldo also struggling to be fit in time for
his country’s Group G opener with the
Germans on June 16, coach Paulo Bento
reflected on the toll that a gruelling Eu-
ropean season takes on the sport’s top
players.

Bento questioned whether the physi-
cal demands placed on footballers was
now too great.

“For a few years it’s normal that play-

ers arrive at the World Cup or European
Championships tired - physically and
emotionally - because they have long,
long seasons, mainly in Europe,” Bento
said.

“I don’t think we [football authori-
ties] are going in the right direction.”

France and Germany were not
the only teams struggling with injury
concerns.

Colombia have already seen talis-
manic striker Radamel Falcao ruled out
of the tournament after he lost his battle
to recover from a serious knee injury.

Falcao, who has scored 20 goals in

Brazil

51 international appearances, suffered
knee ligament damage in a French Cup
tie in January and has not played since.

Spain too have been waiting on
the fitness of champions Atletico Ma-
drid’s Brazil-born striker Diego Costa,
who is battling an ongoing hamstring
problem that forced him off in the
early stages of last month’s Champions
League final.

England meanwhile also have in-
jury concerns, with Alex Oxlade-Cham-
berlain limping out of a 2-2 draw with
Ecuador on June 4 with a knee ligament
strain. — AFP
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