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UL Thilawa welcomes latest in string of naval VlSltOI'S

Crew members of the Chinese Navy stand guard on the deck of Chinese PLLA Navy ship Zheng He as it docks at the
Myanmar International Terminal Thilawa (MITT) port on the outskirts of Yangon on May 23. Two Chinese PLA Navy
PHOTO: AFP ships - Zheng He and Wei Fang - arrived on May 23 on a five-day friendship visit to Myanmar.
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Angry Birds go boom
In a warning posted on the digital

THE INSIDER: The local lowdown & best of the web

‘The people’s

criticism last week, when pictures
emerged of the abbott and several

Pegu Club that is the Yangon ° of his cohorts enjoying the Revenge
Expat Connection Google group, gl'levallces and of the Mummy ride at Universal
people are being urged to exercise ° Studios in California in 2012.
caution with balloons bought from complalnts can “This photo was taken a long
street vendors after a scientifically ° ° time ago, and the abbot has
minded parent’s tests found one be all'ed Openly 1M receiveda warning from the higher

to be inflated with what seems
likely to be hydrogen, rather than
the traditional and non-flammable
helium.

This isn’t the first time reports
of hydrogen being used have

the hluttaw and
we have a system
of the right to

monks not to repeat the action
because Buddhists might find it
inappropriate,” Narong Songarom,
the director of the Chiang Mai
Office of Buddhism told Thai
media.

surfaced, and it probably makes Despite this apparent reprimand,

sense given it is much cheaper free SpeeCh and tO Narong downplayed the incident.

than helium. 9 “Everyone has made mistakes.
While the obvious concern is demonStra«te Personally, | think monks on

children’s safety and the possibility

a plane and monks on a roller

coaster are no different. We should
not be biased, and this is not even
a severe offence,” he told Thairath
and NationTV.

Which is good to hear, because
that clarifies some lingering
questions | had about the time |
saw a group of novices and nuns
riding the Ghost Train at Happy

of causing a small explosion, it also
sucks the fun out of inhalation.
Be alert, but not alarmed.

Defence Minister Lieutenant-
General Wai Lwin tells media

in Nay Pyi Taw on May 20 why
Myanmar is unlikely to fall into a
situation such as that currently
unfolding in Thailand

Thrillseeking monks
Prominent Thai monk Phra Thep
Warositthajarn of Chiang Mai’s
famous Wat Phra That Doi Suthep
monastery came under heavy

Once was Burma...
Archival material provided by Pansodan Gallery

World.

It’s all relative...

UNICEF moved to defend itself
last week after a report from The
Irrawaddy revealed the agency’s
rental arrangement sees them
paying somewhere in the vicinity
of US$90,000 per month for their
Yangon premises to the family of
former regime minister General
Nyunt Tin.

A statement issued by UNICEF
confirmed the property costs
$87,000 per month, conceding
the figure, though “steep”, is fixed
for seven years at a competitive
commercial price given the tough
market. And the sad part is, that's
probably pretty accurate.

With regular privately held
Yangon property prices ever on
the up-and-up, a limit to the
number of buildings sufficient in
size to house major INGOs - not to
mention the added complication
(one would imagine) of having to
secure clearance from authorities
in order to run an operation such
as UNICEF - a landlord who was
not in some way affiliated with the
former regime is probably difficult
to find, if not entirely unlikely.

This is something that, even with
sincere efforts, would take a long

Hnin Yamone Oo
from NOW! Magazine.
Photo: Htet Aung Kyaw (Studio HAK)

time to dismantle. Here’s hoping it
takes less than seven years.

In brief:

Yangon-based food delivery service
business model “fatally flawed”,
relies on people actually being able
to load menus on website

Statement

NOW!

Next week:

True impact of selfie-taking on
Myanmar office productivity
“inestimable”, claims think tank

Experts warn of neo-colonial
fetishisation after yet another
Orwell story runs in foreign press
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Government, NCCT okay
second ceasefire draft

WA LONE YE MON
A SECOND draft of a ceasefire text
was completed following three days
of discussions between the govern-
ment peace negotiation team and
the representatives of armed ethic
groups, which ended on May 23 in
Yangon, as the two sides work toward
a nationwide ceasefire officials hope
could be completed soon.

A joint statement issued by the
Nationwide Ceasefire Coordination
Team (NCCT) and the government’s
Union Peace-Making Work Commit-
tee (UPWC), hailed the most recent
round of talks as both “open and
friendly”.

This second draft was based on an
initial draft the two sides approved
during the first round of talks in Yan-
gon in held in early April.

While representatives of the gov-
ernment and ethnic armed groups
were happy with completing the draft
they said there were still points that
would need to be discussed among
leaders from both sides before the
two meet again. The groups have
agreed for their next meeting to take
place in June.

Lieutenant-General Thet Naing
Win said that the government hoped
to finalise the single text ceasefire
draft at this June meeting, but also
said that the government side will be
prepared to negotiate if some of their
submissions to the draft were not
accepted.

Colonel Khun Okkar, a member of the Nationwide Ceasefire Coordinating Team,
speaks to reporters on May 22 in Yangon. Photo: Yu Yu

The government’s chief peace ne-
gotiator, U Aung Min, said all the
submissions from both sides [govern-
ment and ethnic] could be discussed
in the nationwide ceasefire draft be-
fore it is finalised.

Once the ceasefire is signed, the
groups will move towards a political
dialogue, which will include some of
the most contentious issues between

the sides, including a military code of
conduct and relocation troops from
ethic areas, according to Phado Saw
Kwal Htoo Win, leader of the NCCT.

Looking forward, U Hla Maung
Shwe, senior advisor of Myanmar
Peace Center, said that it would be
important for a political dialogue to
begin in a timely manner after the
ceasefire is signed.

Committee agrees to amend section 436

El EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwindgmail.com

A PARLIAMENTARY committee has
agreed in principle to amend the pro-
vision of the 2008 constitution that
stipulates that the approval of at least
75 percent of Hluttaw members is re-
quired to approve an amendment to
the constitution.

The provision, known as section
436, is seen as crucial to maintain-
ing the influence of the armed forces
in politics, as well as preventing Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi from becoming
president.

The agreement to amend section 436
came on May 19, after Hluttaw speaker
Thura U Shwe Mann reportedly set out
the basic principles concerned, accord-
ing to committee members.

“We reached a decision to amend it
after two or three hours of discussion.
But we haven't yet discussed how to
amend it,” said one member.

The 31-member committee is under
instructions from President U Thein
Sein to submit proposals for constitu-
tional amendment six months before
elections, which are scheduled for next
year. It comprises 14 representatives
from the governing Union Solidarity

and Development Party and seven rep-
resentatives of the Tatmadaw, the re-
maining members being drawn from
the National League for Democracy
and other opposition parties.

“USDP seems to favour [reducing
the Tatmadaw representation in par-
liament] to two thirds. I'm not aware
of the desire of the Tatmadaw. They
may accept the amendment. If not, we
can’t amend the other sections. There
will be nothing else for the committee
to do,” said one committee member.

The committee will continue to re-
view possible amendments until May
28. - Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Interfaith marriage law
backers counter CSOs

KYAW PHONE KYAW
k.phonekyaw(@gmail.com

THE committee for the Protection of
Nationality and Religion (Mabatha)
has said that their records show that
only 40 Buddhist women have ever
changed their religion after getting
married to men from other faiths.

U Ayeit Paing, one of the commit-
tee’s executive members, revealed the
figure at a press conference designed
to counter opposition from civil soci-
ety groups to the proposed inter-faith
marriage bill.

Muslims, Christians and men of
other minority faiths could face up to
a decade in prison for marrying Bud-
dhist women if the bill is passed.

As it stands the bill would also re-
quire men to seek permission in writ-
ing from a Buddhist bride’s parents
before marriage.

The committee, which is closely
linked to the Buddhist nationalist 969
movement, insists the bill will protect
both Buddhism and Burmese culture.

U Aye Paing said there were more
unrecorded cases of women being
forced to change their religion but,
when asked, was unable to provide
any evidence to back up the claim.

“After the Mabatha was established
and we had a connection to the whole
country, we had problems to solve dai-
ly for those who are abused by other
religions,” he said.

At the press conference large post-
ers presented claims that Buddhist
women had been raped by men from
other religions, some of them suffering
abortions and a few dying afterwards.

The religious committee is also

pushing for a law to be enacted that
would prohibit a citizen changing
faith and another that would enforce
monogamy.

It has successfully petitioned the
government which has founded a
commission of 12 people tasked with
drafting bills to put before parliament.

Members include the government’s
deputy chief lawyer, two deputy min-
isters and the leader of the legal advi-
sory team of President U Thein Sein.

Details on the draft bills have not
yet been made public, but civil soci-
ety groups are closely following their
development.

Some of them say they suspect the
bills are designed to garner Buddhist
nationalist votes in the run-up to the
election next year.

One monk from the religious com-
mittee told The Myanmar Times he
also wants to see a new law enabling
monkKs to vote.

“We can’t vote in the election while
the holders of the illegal national reg-
istration card can do. The monks are
from generations of the 135 native
ethnic groups of Myanmar. I'm not ar-
guing for monks to establish political
parties though,” said U Parmaukkha.

White cards are also held by some
Muslim Rohingyas in Rakhine State
who are not granted citizenship in
Myanmar under the 1982 Citizenship
Law.

“If the football match that is play-
ing is Myanmar v Bangladesh, the
white-card-holding people will sup-
port Bangladesh. The people who
aren’t patriotic can vote in elections
while patriotic people like us can’t. It’s
unfair,” Parmaukkha said.
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Reactions vary to Daw S

EIEITOE
LWIN

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

MILITARY members of parliament
have dismissed Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s suggestion that they lack the
bravery to withdraw from politics and
her challenge for them to do so has
been met with mixed reactions.

“If we are not brave, we would not
serve in the army,” Lieutenant Colonel
Ngwe Soe, a Pyithu Hluttaw repre-
sentative, told The Myanmar Times
last week.

But Lieutenant General Ngwe Soe
declined to comment further on the
substance of the opposition leader’s
complaint: that the army had no place
in democratic politics.

When Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told
the Tatmadaw representatives to take
off their uniforms and come out fight-
ing like civilians, she intended to strike
a nerve. But taunts may not be enough.

Throughout the country, a cam-
paign launched by the National
League for Democracy, with backing
from the 88 Generation Students, is
trawling for signatures on a petition
to amend the 2008 constitution. After
a rally to kick off the effort was held
at Yangon’s Bo Sein Hman stadium on
May 17, another took place the follow-
ing day in Mandalay.

The goal is to amend section 436 of
the constitution, which requires that
amendments to it enjoy the support of
75 percent of Hluttaw members.

The army’s occupation of 25pc of
Hluttaw seats would seem to guaran-
tee that no amendment will be per-
mitted that does not have Tatmadaw
support. Unless that provision is
amended, there can be no amendment
of the second-most controversial pro-
vision, section 59(f), which bars Daw

, i
i
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi speaks to members of the National League for Democracy on May 17 in Yanogn. Photo: Staff

Aung San Suu Kyi from holding the
office of president.

Lt Gen Ngwe Soe said, “The sol-
diers in hluttaw are doing their duty.
We have become engaged in politics
after leaving the military, as she said.
We don’t control the hluttaw, but dis-
cuss issues with other MPs. Those are
our orders.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told the
Yangon rally that the 2008 consti-
tution, particularly its section 436,
split the Tatmadaw from the people
by granting the armed forces special
privileges. Allowing the amendment

of the section would, she said, elevate
the dignity of the military.

The NLD leader said the Tatmad-
aw’s responsibility was to protect the
country, not to rule it. Invoking the
memory of her father, General Aung
San, she said former soldiers could
enter politics if they showed wisdom,
courage, self-confidence and a spirit of
goodwill.

“If an officer wants to engage in
politics he should leave the military.
A man of self-confidence no longer
requires the support of any group
or power,” she said, calling on the

Tatmadaw to return to barracks for
the sake of its own dignity.

“Do not confuse the will of the peo-
ple with your own wishes in the hlut-
taw,” she said, adding that if the group
in power for 50 years, the military, had
been unable to carry out its mandate,
it was time to bestow the mandate
elsewhere.

Developing the argument further
the next day in Mandalay, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi challenged Tatmadaw
MPs to work with other hluttaw mem-
bers to amend the constitution.

“I urge the Tatmadaw to prove that

uu’s challenge
\

they don’t like power,” she said.

Reactions to her challenges have
varied.

“Some people agree with her com-
ments on the Tatmadaw in the rallies,
while others believe her challenge
could lead to difficulties in national
reconciliation. I don’t think her com-
ments are too strong. I think she is
speaking the truth. She seems not to
want confrontation. I don’t think we
will see a repeat of the events of 1988,”
said U Banyar Aung Moe of the All
Mon Region Democracy Party.

Amyotha Hluttaw representative U
Phone Myint Aung said Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi’s effort to amend section
436 was legitimate, but that it would
not be easy the change the Tatmadaw’s
mind.

U Phone Myint Aung, of the Na-
tional Democratic Force Party, doubt-
ed her tactics.

“She will receive applause, and
possibly even some support within
the Tatmadaw. But there is very lit-
tle probability that her approach will
work,” he said.

“A tone of command is not appro-
priate at the moment. Although other
MPs will agree to amend section 436,
military MPs will have to follow or-
ders. It is not sure yet what they will
do if it comes to a vote.”

He added, “A coup cannot be ruled
out - look at Thailand. But Myanmar
will not accept a coup. In 1988, the
Tatmadaw took power outside the law.
Now it will use the law because the law
was enacted for that purpose. If turbu-
lence erupts in Yangon or elsewhere,
the military could stage a coup.”

Military MP Colonel Myint Ko Ko
appeared to welcome the challenge.

“We can get involved in politics
whether we are in hluttaw or not,” he
said.

“Its up to Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi whether or not she wants a
confrontation.”

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun

Farmers threaten to sue MEC

FARMERS in Kanbalu township, Saga-
ing Region, said on May 14 they would
sue the military-backed Myanmar
Economic Corporation (MEC) if they
were not paid compensation they have
demanded for their seized farmlands.

The 183 farmers, from Htan Ta Pin,
Chaung Kan, Pyin Taw, Poppa and Tha
Lae Oo villages in Kanbalu township,
say the MEC confiscated more than
1000 acres of farmland in 1999 to de-
velop a sugar refinery. MEC records
indicate the seizure of 888.13 acres, of-
ficials from the group said.

The farmers said MEC extended
a sugarcane plantation on the site in
2002.

MEC rented out leftover lands from
the refinery project to some farmers
from 1999 to 2012 at 10 baskets an
acre for paddy or four baskets an acre
for rice, said a farmer, U Kyaw Thein.

“Our farmlands were seized by
MEC in 1999. But we were paid un-
reasonable compensation at K2000 an
acre at that time,” said another farmer,
Ko Tin Tun Aung.

The farmers are demanding K1
million an acre, with crop compen-
sation at K100,000 a year since the
seizure. But they say they have made
this demand six times already without
response, and are prepared to go to
court for redress.

“We will send a notification to the
factory soon concerning our litigation.
If they don’t reply, we will start to
bring a case against them in the next
two months, and will hold a protest if
necessary,” said U Kyaw Thein.

MEC sugar refinery did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

— Mg Zaw and Kyaw Ko Ko, Trans-
lation by Zar Zar Soe

‘Myanmar Times’ chief photographer
shortlisted for SOPA award

THE Myanmar Times chief photog-
rapher, Kaung Htet, has been named
as a finalist for a prestigious Society
of Publishers in Asia’s award for
his coverage of a controversial cop-
per mine project in Sagaing Region
and the aftermath of a Tatmadaw
assault on villages in Kachin State.

The two sets of photographs
were both shortlisted for the
Excellence in News Photography
award in Category B, designated for
newspapers that circulate in one or
two countries.

Kaung Htet and fellow photogra-
pher Ko Taik won last year’s photog-
raphy award for their photos of the
International Day of Peace protest
march in Yangon in September 2012.

“The shortlisting of The Myan-
mar Times for the third year in a
row is testament to the quality and
consistency of our newsroom,” said
Thomas Kean, Myanmar Times edi-
tor.

“It also confirms that Kaung Htet
is one of the best photographers in
the country - if not the best.”

Kaung Htet’s “Mansi offensive”
series documented the destruction
of Mung Ding Pa and Nam Lim Pa
villages and the flight of residents
after intense fighting between the
Kachin Independence Army and the
Tatmadaw in October 2013.

His “Letpadaung fury” photo-
graphs followed National League
for Democracy chairperson Daw

Aung San Suu Kyi’s March 2013
trip to the Letpadaung mining site.
Her recommendation that the pro-
ject continue despite protests from
the communities around the mine
sparked a rare showing of anger
and outrage towards the opposition
leader.

Kaung Htet joined The Myanmar
Times in 2010. He became director
of the photography department in
2011.

His photographs of Myanmar
have appeared in numerous publi-
cations including The Guardian and
Times of London.

The winners will be announced
June 11 at the awards ceremony in
Hong Kong. - Staff Writers
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Elephant caravan hopes to raise awareness

Organisers of a 300 kilometre elephant trek and festival planned for next year hope the events will bring greater attention to the animals

FIONA MACGREGOR
newsroom(@mmtimes.com

A SPECTACULAR festival featuring
a 300 kilometre (185 mile) elephant
caravan and a major light and music
show with performances from global
and local artists is set to take place in
Myanmar next year.

The Myanmar Elephant Festival
2015 aims to highlight the role of the
Asian elephant in Myanmar’s cultur-
al and environmental heritage and
boost eco-tourism, organisers say.

The festival is a joint project be-
tween conservation organisation
ElefantAsia and internationally-ac-
claimed arts director Philippe Bouler,
the man behind the hugely success-
ful Hue festival in Vietnam. It will
see the caravan of elephants make a
month-long journey through Myan-
mar before reaching Yangon.

The event is set to conclude with
a series of 3D light and animation
show telling the story of Myanmar’s
elephants to be created by Alleum-
ers d’Images whose projections onto
landmark buildings across the world
draw crowds of tens of thousands.

“After India, Myanmar has the sec-
ond-largest population of elephants
in Asia, but the Asian elephant is on
the brink of extinction,” said Sebast-
ien Duffillot of Elefantasia, speaking
in Yangon on May 23.

“The caravan and festival are
about trying to keep up awareness
of the animal and raise visibility and
support for the animal,” he added.

Mr Duffillot said the event will be
a celebration for the whole of Myan-
mar, with the elephant being a cul-
tural symbol that transcends political
and ethnic differences.

“Elephants are part of Myan-
mar’s common natural and cultural
heritage. They are without borders,
and not belonging to one ethnic
group. Symbolically they are incred-
ibly culturally and historically sig-
nificant across the whole country,”
he said.

Mr Duffillot, who organised a
similar caravan in Laos 12 years ago
that led to the establishment of an
annual elephant festival there, said
elephants also represented closer
ties in the developing ASEAN com-
munity and better cross-border
connections.

“The first impact the Laos cara-
van had was the reaction of people in
the local communities as we reached
their villages, but it also raised aware-
ness in the local media and the gov-
ernment took notice of that. So it was
good for the species and a good way
to bring it to the front of the stage,”
he said.

Following the first elephant festi-
val in Laos the government returned
to using the country’s old name,
“Land of a Million Elephants”, said
Mr Duffillot. The phrase had fallen
out of favour with the communist
regime because of its previous asso-
ciation with the monarchy, and its re-
vival has helped to increase tourism,
he added.

Elephants make a river crossing in the 2009 Elefantasia caravan in Laos. Photo: Chris Bryan

“This festival will help raise
awareness of Myanmar’s elephants
across the world, and the important
role they can play in developing con-
servation tourism,” he said.

Mr Bouler, who has organised ma-
jor arts events in 55 countries, said
he hoped the festival will become a
biennial celebration of Myanmar’s el-
ephants that will draw local and for-
eign people alike.

“The story of the elephant is ex-
traordinary and my job is about
opening windows [on that story]. Art-
ists from France and elsewhere will
come and create work with Burmese
musicians and something amazing
will happen.”

Mr Bouler said the Hue festi-
val, which he first became involved
with 15 years ago, now draws over 2

‘Keeping an
elephant comes at
a cost and if there
is no longer work
for them, then they
face an extremely
uncertain future.’

Sebastien Duffillot
Elefantasia

million visitors and that Alleumeurs
d’Image shows at the Reunification
Palace in Ho Chi Minh last year had
attracted over 300,000 people.

“My aim is that everyone in Yan-
gon will be able to come and see this
event,” he said.

The festival team is currently
identifying which of Yangon’s histori-
cal buildings will make the best back-
drop for the show.

After they choose the location
an exact replica of the building will
be made to scale for the artists to
design the show around, said Mr
Bouler.

“Once the light show has been
created it can be shown over and
over again and I would hope to have
several showings every evening over
three or four days during the festival,”
added Mr Bouler.

But he stressed that while the light
show design work would take place
in France the overall event would be
intrinsically Myanamar.

“The work will be a collaboration
between international and Myanmar
artists and performers, but the event
will be entirely Myanmar in its es-
sence,” he added.

While the elephant plays an im-
portant role in Myanmar’s cultural
and environmental heritage, the ani-
mal is under serious threat here.

Deforestation, which has de-
stroyed much of the elephant’s nat-
ural habitat, has left the country’s
estimated 4000 wild elephants vul-
nerable to poachers and created an

increase in human elephant conflict
as the animals are forced into closer
contact with human settlements as
they seek food.

Recent restrictions on the logging
industry also threatens the future of
Myanmar’s registered working el-
ephant population of just over 6500,
said Mr Duffillot.

“Keeping an elephant comes at a
cost and if there is no longer work for
them, then they face an extremely un-
certain future,” he said.

“There is also a risk that some log-
ging elephants will just be let loose in

what’s left of the forest or that they
will be illegally exported to China or
Thailand to work in tourism, or cir-
cuses,” he added.

However, while the risks faced by
Myanmar’s elephants are unquestion-
ably serious, the caravan and festival
will be about celebration, the organis-
ers insist.

“The aim is to create a world-class
event focussing on elephants and tra-
ditional and contemporary culture
that will leave a lasting impression
on everyone who sees it,” said Mr
Dulffillot.
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Seven charged in mine kidnapping case

TIM MCLAUGHLIN  EIEI TOE LWIN
CHARGES have been filed against
seven people suspected to be respon-
sible for the kidnapping of two Chi-
nese contract workers at the contro-
versial Letpadaung copper mine in
Sagaing Region.

Dong Yunfei, administrative man-
ager at Myanmar Wanbao Mining
said they filed a lawsuit at Myoma Po-
lice Station in Sar Lin Gyi township
on May 18.

“Everyone who breaks the law
should be punished. If they are not
punished, others will act like they
did. Though Myanmar is making
democratic reforms, we can’t act
carelessly and do what we want to do
in a democratic country. We need to
obey the law;” he said.

The contractors were abducted
along with a Myanmar colleague
on May 18 by members of the Yan-
gon Public Service Network, an ac-
tivist group opposed to the mine’s
expansion.

The three were taken while con-
ducting surveying work for My-
anmar Wanbao Mining near the
group’s Letpadaung copper mine
project.

The Myanmar national, identified
by Wanbao as Ko Khin Aung Moe,
21, was released on the night of May
18. The following morning, Wanbao
issued a plea for the release of the

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi arrives at the Letpadaung copper mine last year. Photo: Kaung Htet

other two workers, Lu Yuanhao, 23,
and Miu Jie, 23.

“Wanbao vehemently condemns
this unprovoked attack on our col-
leagues,” a statement issued by the
company said.

On May 19, Wanbao said that the
contractors had been released and
returned to the company’s office at
about 7:15pm. The statement said

'Y

they were in “good shape” upon their
return.

Members of the Yangon Public
Service Network have been some of
the most vocal opponents of the Let-
padaung Mine and have called for the
project to be halted.

Ko Han Win Aung, an activist
from Yangon Public Service Network,
disputed Wanbao’s version of events.

“In reality, the villagers just en-
quired why they were doing land
measurements on those lands owned
by those who didn’t take compensa-
tions from the company. The villagers
just brought them to the local pri-
mary school to talk about it,” he said.

Last year, prominent Yangon
Public Service Network activist U
Aung Soe was arrested for ploughing

confiscated land at the site as part of
a protest against land confiscations.
He was sentenced to 11 years in jail.

Wanbao said in a statement that
the captors originally called for U
Aung Soe to be freed in exchange for
the release of the hostages, but later
withdrew the offer and instead called
for the mine to be halted and the
removal of fencing recently erected
near the site.

The copper mine - a joint-venture
between Wanbao Mining from China
and army-run Union of Myanmar
Economic Holdings Limited (UME-
HL) - has been the site of fierce ten-
sion since late November 2012, when
security forces led a violent crack-
down on protesters unhappy with the
mine’s expansion plans.

Work at the site was halted, but re-
started last year after a new contract
between the invested parties was
signed following a recommendation
from the Letpadaung Investigation
Commission headed by Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi.

It is undergoing expansion that is
expected to take about three years. It
will enable annual production at the
mine to increase from 40,000 tonnes
of copper to 100,000.

Despite extensive efforts to reha-
bilitate its image, including promis-
ing to put 2 percent of its profits into
area corporate social responsibil-
ity works, Wanbao continues to be
a lightning rod for criticism. Most
recently, local workers at the project
protested over pay and conditions,
which they said were vastly inferior
to those enjoyed by their Chinese
colleagues.
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‘Unity five’ found guilty in
State Secrets Act case

YE MON

yeemontun2013(@dgmail.com

THE Pakokku District Court has
ruled that the CEO and four reporters
from Unity journal violated the State
Secrets Act after publishing a story
about an alleged chemical weapons
factory in Pauk township, Magwe
Region.

U Tin San and the four reporters
were arrested on February 1 for alleg-
edly breaching the 1923 Burma State
Secrets Act.

In its January 23 and January 30
issues the journal published a series of
investigative reports alleging that the
military had seized more than 3000
acres of farmland in Pauk Township
and constructed a chemical weapons
factory on the site.

In his ruling, judge U Maung
Maung Htay said U Tin San breached
Section 3(1)(A)/9 of the law, and that
two of his reporters, U Sithu Soe
and U Yazar Oo, had approached the
No 24 Defence Equipment Factory,
which is designated as a national se-
curity area.

“U Tin San, seen as the man in
charge, featured the news with the
intent to harm state security and the
national interest,” the judge said.

The court also decided that U Sithu
Soe, U Yaza Oo and U Paing Thet
Kyaw, who took photos of the scene,
as well as U Lu Maw Naing, who wrote
the news article, also violated Section
3(1)(A)/9.

The lawyer for CEO U Tin San said
his team was preparing their response
for hearings on May 26 and 27.

“We will question the defence wit-
nesses, and the accused have the right
to a defence,” U Kyaw Linn said.

Daw Lwin Lwin Myint, the wife
of reporter U Lu Maw Naing, said it

A reader holds the May 22 edition of Unity Journal. Photo: Zarni Phyo

was officials from the factory who had
announced that the site was out of
bounds not the central government.

“My lawyer said that President
U Thein Sein did not announce the
statement that the factory was a
banned place .. The place was an-
nounced [as off-limits] by the head of
the administration department for the
No. 24 Defence Equipment Factory.
So, the CEO and four reporters were in
breach of the department’s rule,” Daw
Lwin Lwin Myint said.

The Myanmar Journalist Network’s
Secretary, U Than Htay, said he didn’t
accept the court’s decision, adding
that the government should announce

which specific actions violated the
State Secrets Act.

U Thiha Saw, a member of the My-
anmar Press Council, wouldn’t com-
ment on the court’s decision but said
the judiciary’s rulings should be fair.

On May 22, Unity ran an all-black
front page with a pair of handcuffed
hands in protest of the ruling.

The accused are putting forward
seven defence witnesses including U
Than Htut Aung, CEO of the Eleven
Media Group, who will be cross-exam-
ined at the next hearing.

U Than Htut Aung told The Myan-
mar Times that the Unity employees
were simply doing the work of a re-

porter.

Unity Weekly’s claim that the site
houses a chemical weapons factory
has not been independently verified.

One US-based NGO, the James
Martin  Non-Proliferation  Centre,
which works to combat the spread of
weapons of mass destruction, has ex-
amined commercial satellite imagery
taken of the site.

In an article on its website it has
concluded, “It is not possible to deter-
mine whether the facility is a chemi-
cal weapons site, but the facility’s size,
layout and location are not consistent

9%

with a ‘standard ordinance factory’”

Attack on border fuels growing concern

The Killing of four police officers on the Myanmar-Bangladesh border highlights increased violence in the region

BILL
OTOOLE &

botoole12(@gmail.com

A STATE media report that armed
gunmen attacked a police camp
along the Bangladesh border last
week Killing four officers has high-
lighted the growing violence in the
already restive region.

Few details of the May 18 incident,
which occurred near Maungdaw, are
available due to severely restricted
access to the region. Those that
have surfaced have come from the
government.

“We can’t confirm [many details]
... We can only say it was an armed
group,”’ said U Win Myaing, a spokes-
man for the Rakhine State govern-
ment in Sittwe.

He added that a variety of smug-
glers and other armed groups are ac-
tive in the area.

Both Eleven Media and The Bang-
kok Post reported that as many as
40 members of the Muslim armed
group known as the Rohingya Soli-
darity Organisation (RSO) were be-
hind the attack.

While many security experts be-
lieve the RSO has been largely de-
funct since the 1990s, some Rakhine
nationalist groups claim the army is

still active in the border area.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times,
U Khin Thu Kha, secretary of the
Arakan Liberation Party, claimed
the armed wing of his party regu-
larly see RSO members stationed in
combat positions along the Kaladan
River.

‘IMlicit economies
thrive in such
environments

of conflict and
strife, particularly
where rule of law
institutions are
weakened or non-
existent.

Jason Eligh
UNODC country manager

Regardless of the gunmen’s group
affiliation, observers of the area say
the incident and other recent attacks
on security forces are indicative of a
border that is growing more lawless
and violent by the day.

According to Saiful Huq Omi,
a Bangladeshi journalist who has
reported extensively from the bor-
der areas, since Rohingya Muslims
began fleeing across the border en
masse after the anti-Muslim riots of
2012 the border has become a hot-
bed of criminal activity, as human
traffickers and other smugglers see
an opportunity for profit.

“Now you see more and more
people getting involved in robbery,
smuggling and hijacking. It’s getting
to be huge,” he told The Myanmar
Times over the phone from Bangla-
desh.

Jason Eligh, the Myanmar coun-
try manager for the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UN-
DOC), agreed.

“Illicit economies thrive in such
environments of conflict and strife,
particularly where rule of law insti-
tutions are weakened or non-exist-
ent,” said Mr Eligh.

“As a result, the trafficking of
drugs, arms and people across the
Myanmar-Bangladesh border is a se-
rious and growing concern, as is the
movement of illicit armed groups.”

Neither the Ministry of Border
Affairs nor Bangladesh’s Embassy
in Yangon could be reached for
comment.

However, both sides have in-
creased the number of troops along
the shared border in the last few
months.

In addition, the Bangladeshi
Foreign  Secretary = Muhammad
Shahidul Haque told Bangladeshi
media on May 21 that he had sent
a letter to Nay Pyi Taw proposing
a bilateral security dialogue to dis-
cuss “the problems in the bordering
area”.

“An increased militarisation of
this border, by both countries, seems
to be a likely consequence of this ex-
isting insecurity,” said Mr Eligh from
UNDOC.

Securing the border has long
been a controversial topic between
Myanmar and Bangladesh, usually
characterised by little to no coopera-
tion between the two governments.

Relations have been particularly
strained since efforts to repatri-
ate Rohingya from Bangladesh to
Myanmar stalled in 2005. Large
numbers of Rohingya fled Myan-
mar for Bangladesh in 1978 and
again in 1991-92. Mr Haque said
that the two countries had reached
an in-principle agreement to restart
the program 2013, but it has not
materialised.

Both Mr Omi and Mr Eligh said
the ongoing and increasing perse-
cution of Rohingya Muslims is now
making these longstanding prob-
lems even worse.

“This instability and violence is
contributing to a sustained deterio-
ration in human security in [North-
ern] Rakhine,” Mr Eligh said.
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Singapore Airlines
plane veers off
Yangon runway

EI EI THU
91.eieithuldgmail.com

A SINGAPORE Airlines plane skidded
off the runway on touching down dur-
ing heavy rain at Myanmar’s Yangon
International Airport, but no injuries
were reported, the carrier said on May
22. The Airbus A330 plane “encoun-
tered heavy rain and veered slightly
off the runway on landing” at 10:05am
Yangon time (0335 GMT) on May 21,
before it was steered safely back, the
airline said.

“The aircraft was towed to the gate
and customers disembarked normal-
ly,” the airline said in a statement, add-
ing that a replacement plane was sent
to Yangon for the return flight.

The plane, flight SQ998 on a daily
route to Myanmar, was carrying 265
passengers and crew, the airline told
AFP.

“It was the hardest landing I've
ever experienced,” Singapore Man-
power Minister Tan Chuan-Jin, who
was on board the aircraft, said in a
Facebook post.

“Which is why we should follow
instructions and be properly strapped
in. The SIA crew was very professional
and reassuring despite the situation,”
said Mr Tan, who was in Myanmar to
attend a meeting of Southeast Asian
labour ministers.

U Win Swe Htun, deputy direc-
tor general of the DCA, told The
Myanmar Times on May 22 that the

Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore
had arrived to investigate the incident
and that he could not comment on the
proceedings.

It was not the first incident involv-
ing an SIA plane this year.

On May 9, a SIA Airbus A380 su-
perjumbo en route to Hong Kong was
forced to turn back to Singapore af-
ter pilots received a warning about a
problem with a cargo door.

In January, one of the airline’s A380
fleet was forced to make an emergency
landing in Azerbaijan after suffering a

‘It was the hardest
landing I’ve ever
experienced.

Tan Chuan-Jin
Singapore Manpower Minister

drop in cabin pressure.

The flag-carrier subsequently said
its investigation into the incident fo-
cused on a main deck door that ap-
peared to have suffered a leak.

Singapore Airlines has 19 A380s
with five others on order, operating
on routes from Singapore to vari-
ous destinations including Hong
Kong, Frankfurt, London and Los
Angeles. — with AFP

A Myanmar woman takes a can of Coca- Cola from a shelf at a supermarket in Yangon on September 2012. Photo AFP

Ball Corp to open
$40m production line

TIM &
MCLAUGHLIN

l,-d..\.
-

timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

BEVERAGE container producer
Ball Corporation is set to break
ground on a production facility in
Myanmar later this summer hoping
to capitalise on the country’s grow-
ing drink manufacturing sector.

The one-line plant located out-
side of Yangon is scheduled to be
operational by mid-2015. The in-
vestment will be around US$40
million, a spokesperson for the
company told The Myanmar Times.
The local company that will work
with Ball on the project has not
been announced.

“The demand for beverage con-
tainers in Southeast Asia is expect-
ed to continue to grow significantly
over the coming years,” said John
Hayes, Ball’s chair and CEO, who
described Myanmar as a “high po-
tential” market in a statement re-
leased by the company.

The facility will produce con-
tainers for Coca-Cola Pinya Bever-
ages, which opened a bottling fac-
tory in June of last year, as well as
local and international beverage
producers, though which ones were
not specified.

The announcement comes as
international soft drink and beer
manufacturers continue to ramp
up Myanmar operations looking
to compete with local brands that
have long dominated the largely
closed market.

In March PepsiCo opened its

first bottling plant in Myanmar
since it pulled out of the country in
1997.

Danish brewer Carlsberg broke
ground on a production facility
north of Yangon in Bago Region in
October 2013 after signing a joint
venture with Myanmar Golden Star
(MGS) in February. The brewery is
slated to open this year.

Carlsberg was followed in May
by Dutch rival Heineken, which is
constructing its own $60 million
brewery, also aiming for an opening
later this year.

The Broomfield, Colorado-based
Ball Corporation was most recently
active in Southeast Asian in 2011
when it signed a joint venture with
Thai Beverage Can Limited to con-
struct a beverage can manufactur-
ing plant in Vietnam. The plant be-
gan production in 2012.

#\ AYA Bank
cepodinad

Your Trusted Partner

Block 2
Yangon, Myanmar

0.1 Ywama Curve T951-500123, 531067~9, 531078~9
Ba Yint Matng Road F851-530968, 527797, 531045
!'I|.1i.'||_:| Township www.ayahank.cam
B www.facebook.com/AyeyarwadyBank

AYA Loyal Account

AYA Interest maximizer Account




10 News

THE MYANMAR TIMES MAY 26 - JUNE 1, 2014

Government moves
to clarify media law

SANDAR LWIN
sdlsandarfdgmail.com

PUBLISHERS have welcomed efforts
by the government to define hate
speech and language detrimental to
state security in an attempt to clarify
the Printing and Publishing Enter-
prise Law passed last March.

The government is working with
publishing and media representa-
tives on definitions of offensive lan-
guage, which can be banned by the
courts, as part of the follow-up to the
passage of the law.

The definitions would be con-
tained in a by-law now being drafted
by the Ministry of Information.

In a meeting with media and pub-
lishing organisations on drafting the

‘We will stipulate
in the by-law the
factors that should
be considered

in defining such
speech’

U Ye Htut
Deputy Minister of Information

by-law, the Deputy Minister for In-
formation U Ye Htut said it was dif-
ficult to pinpoint speech detrimental
to state security and hate speech be-
cause the original law did not define
them, and warned that there was a
risk of exceeding the original law.
According to section 8 of the law,
a person or organisation can ap-
ply to the court to ban hate speech,
speech detrimental to state security,

the rule of law, public order and citi-
zens’ rights, or language that is of-
fensive because of references to sex
or gambling.

Although the ministry did not try
to define these clauses, responding
to the critics and advice from inter-
national consultants it will now try
to identify factors to be considered
in defining offensive speech, said the
deputy minister.

“Critics say there could be bias in
defining these categories of speech,
but international consultants also
say the laws in their countries usual-
ly include the ways judges and com-
plainants should understand those
clauses,” he said.

“We will stipulate in the by-law
the factors that should be considered
in defining such speech,” he said,
adding that the Attorney General’s
Office might not agree to any stipula-
tion that appeared to go beyond the
original legislation.

The approval of Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw, which ensures that by-laws en-
acted by the Union government are
in line with the original legislation,
would also be required.

Some of the factors being pro-
posed for inclusion in the by-law
are the stature of the publication in
question, the target audience, the
influence of the concerned person,
the possible hidden purpose of the
publication, the level of seriousness
of the alleged offence, the level of at-
tention generated by the publication
and the conditions necessary to ban
or not.

The Publishers’ Association said
it welcomed the ministry’s attempts
to define offensive speech and would
submit further suggestions. “We will
send feedback to the ministry after
thoroughly considering the outline
factors suggested by the ministry,”
U Myo Aung, chair of the Publishers’
Association, said at the meeting.
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Repeal outdated same-
sex law, say activists

CHERRY
THEIN

t.cherryé@gmail.com

ACTIVISTS are urging the govern-
ment to abolish a colonial-era law
which bans same-sex relationships
and makes Myanmar one of only 41
countries in the world where homo-
sexual activity remains criminalised.

On May 17 members of the gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender
community (LGBT) called for Sec-
tion 377 be repealed as they as-
sembled in Yangon’s People Square
for the International Day Against
Homophobia.

“Homosexuality is seriously re-
stricted in some countries, although
powerful countries like the United
States and UK accept the LGBT
community. We also hope Myanmar
will reduce the restrictions and abol-
ish the law;” said U Aung Myo Min,
executive director of human rights
NGO Equality Myanmar.

Members of the LGBT commu-
nity say that section 377 encourages
homophobia and is an abuse of the
right to express one’s own sexuality.

U Kyaw Hoe, a legal expert, said
that Myanmar should follow India’s
example and repeal the colonial-era
law, which he said has stayed on the
books despite changes in society.

“It takes time to pass laws and
they always lag after some issues
happen in society. It will also take
time to abolish the law when it is not
relevant to the situation,” he said.

While the fight to repeal sec-
tion 377 continues, activists are
also urging civil society organisa-
tions and media in the meantime to
raise awareness through campaigns
against homophobia.

Daw Swe Zin Htike, a former ac-
tress and now a human rights activ-
ist, said the entertainment industry
and the media are in a position to
educate and inform society about
gay rights.

She said Myanmar’s film associa-
tion has a long tradition of portray-
ing gays as ridiculous characters
which has damaged their position
in society.

“We have lived in an insecure and
unsafe situation for many years. We

A same-sex couple holds hands in Yangon. Photo: Boothee

were afraid to speak out and make
new changes though we knew that
devaluing gay dignity was not the
right way. But now it is a blessing
that we see some changes, and it is
important to go forward,” she said.

Prominent activist and blogger
Ko Nay Phone Latt said it was first
necessary to educate people on the
broader concept of human rights be-
fore addressing LGBT rights.

“People don’t understand the
meaning of human rights. They
think rights are for the majority and
neglect minorities,” Ko Nay Phone
Latt said.

He added that discrimination

encourages hate speech and physical
violence.

A UNAIDS spokesperson at the
event said discrimination against
the LGBT community remained a
critical issue. HIV-positive gay men,
the spokesperson said, are frequent-
ly too scared to come forward and
get treated for the virus.

However, the spokesperson noted
some progress had been made now
that local media were able to openly
report on and discuss LGBT issues.

“It is impossible to neglect the
LGBT [community] because they are
a part of society. They are not a prob-
lem,” U Aung Myo Min said.
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Vietnam and China
lock horns over SCS

VIETNAMESE and Chinese officials
have locked horns over a maritime
dispute that sparked deadly rioting in
Vietnam, with Hanoi’s defence minis-
ter on May 20 saying the neighbours
have yet to reach any agreement.

Tensions remain high in the re-
gion after an eruption of anti-China
rage in Vietnam over Beijing’s con-
troversial plans to drill for oil in
contested waters, in which angry
mobs last week attacked hundreds of
foreign-owned businesses, Kkilling two
Chinese nationals.

China responded by evacuating
thousands of its citizens from Viet-
nam, as relations between the neigh-
bours sank to their lowest levels in
decades.

Vietnamese defence minister
Phung Quang Thanh said the two
sides had discussed the placement of
the giant rig in the disputed territory
and stressed the need for a “peace-
ful resolution” to the row during
meetings.

“We still have different point
of views,” he told reporters during
meetings of Association of Southeast
Asian Nations defence ministers in
Nay Pyi Taw, which were also attend-
ed by China.

Informal ministerial talks were

A China Coast Guard ship (L) blocks
the way of a Vietham Coast Guard
ship near to the site of a Chinese
drilling oil rig being installed at the
disputed water in the South China
Sea off Vietnam. Photo: AFP

dominated by the South China Sea,
which is also claimed in part by ASE-
AN members the Philippines, Brunei
and Malaysia as well as Taiwan.

Last week leaders of the 10-nation
bloc presented a rare united front by
expressing “serious concern” over dis-
putes in the waters, which are home
to key shipping lanes and thought to
contain vast energy reserves.

Washington has also warned
about the potential for tensions to
escalate.

ASEAN defence ministers had a
“frank and candid exchange of views

on regional and international securi-
ty”, according to a statement released
on May 18 after the meeting.

Myanmar Defence Minister Wai
Lwin told reporters that talks be-
tween Vietnam, China and the Phil-
ippines were “constructive”.

“Vietnamese authorities under-
stand that the situation can affect
their economy,” he said, adding that
Mr Thanh had insisted that “they can
control the situation”

Fearing an impact on vital foreign
investment, Vietnamese authorities
deployed hundreds of security per-
sonnel in the streets leading to the
sprawling Chinese embassy in Hanoi
on May 11, restricting access to the
neighbourhood and other suspected

protest sites.

The authoritarian communist
regime usually limits expression of
public discontent.

But the violence and scope of
the riots that left some 140 people
injured and spread across dozens of
provinces, appeared to have taken
the country by surprise.

Dozens of Chinese and Vietnam-
ese vessels have engaged in repeated
skirmishes near the rig, including re-
ported rammings and the use of wa-
ter cannon. - AFP

Flood prevention measures
cause traffic back-ups

TIN YADANAR HTUN
yadanar.mcm(@gmail.com

A PROJECT to construct culverts, meant
to help drain excess rain from road-
ways and sidewalks, is causing a traffic
nightmare for residents in Dagon town-
ship who say the soil being excavated is
blocking roads and causing flooding.

Over 2800 culverts are being built
in North Dagon, South Dagon and East
Dagon to prevent flooding during rainy
season. But with rains starting earlier
than anticipated residents are finding
travelling the streets increasingly dif-
ficult

“Culverts being built in all the
streets, so all the streets are blocked and
we cannot drive. Even walking is not
OK,” said North Dagon resident Daw
Khin Khin Lay.

“If box culvert construction is going
on in the road, traffic is more. If box cul-
verts are being built in the sidewalk, we
cannot walk. All of the streets are very
muddy and flooded. It is dangerous for
the residents,”

Another resident, U Than Htun,
said that the projects should have been
finished before the start of rainy sea-
son. He said he feared for the safety of
the elderly townspeople and pregnant
women who had to walk through the
dangerous conditions.

Yangon City Development Commit-
tee official U San Aung said that con-
struction varied from site to site and

that residents with issues should take
them directly to the companies that are
carrying out the work.

The project is being undertaken by
the Flood Prevention Committee, which
was formed by the President’s Office in
February.

It is comprised of members from five
government organisations, Yangon City
Development Committee, Irrigation De-
partment, Water Resources and Rivers
Development Department, Department
of Human Settlement, and Housing De-
velopment and Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneurs Association (MCEA).

Twenty companies from MCEA are
in charge of construction. The project
is set to run from February 1 to May 31.

“We manage and check in on the
work process. We have discussed can-
didly with the companies about the
work and finishing the building on
time,” said a Flood Prevention Commit-
tee official.

U Thar Aye, vice president of MCEA,
said that he was confident that the pro-
ject would be completed on time de-
spite heavy rain.

An official from May Yu Land Con-
struction company, responsible for
construction of culverts in parts of East
Dagon admitted that while rain had
cause some delays and forced works to
pump sites before working after heavy
rainfall, that the culverts they were
building were likely to be finished on
time.

IN BRIEF

Chinese man dies in

factory accident

A Chinese mechanic has been
crushed to death while repairing a
machine at a chicken canning fac-
tory in Yangon’'s Hmawbi township
on May 19.

Yu Qiang, 31, died after being
crushed in the machine at about
12:30pm, according to Myaung
Takar police station.

Car found carrying

illegal timber after accident

A car involved in an accident in
Hmawbi was found to be carrying
illegally cut timber, police say.

The Super Custom was travel-
ling at high speed when it hit a
Toyota Corolla at about 4:45am on
May 18, after which four people,
including the driver, fled from the
Super Custom.

Police investigated the car and
found 685 doors made from teak.
They have filed charges under
section 43(a) of the Forest Act.

- Toe Wai Aung, translation by
Khant Lin Oo

Carjacking suspect

assaulted police officer

A taxi was stolen in Bahan town-
ship on May 21 after the driver
was violently assaulted.

Taxi driver Ko Soe Moe was
assaulted at around 1:15pm by
Soe Pyae Mon, 28, before he stole
Ko Soe Moe’s taxi and fled the
scene.

Ko Soe Moe followed in a sepa-
rate taxi. Soe Pyae Mon crashed
at the Inya Road and University
Avenue intersection in Kamaryut
township. He was then ap-
proached by traffic police officers
who he attacked.

He punched Lance Corporal
Kyaw Thet Aung before being ap-
prehended and transferred to the
local police station where he was
charged for his crimes.

He has been charged with theft
and harming a civil servant. He
was believed to be drunk at the
time when his crimes were com-
mitted.

- Toe Wai Aung, translation by
Zar Zar Soe
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Constitution based on a lie: Daw Suu

Military MPs must support changes to the constitution this year “if they really love their country”, NLD leader tells Mandalay crowd

SITHU
LWIN

sithulwin.mmtimes(dgmail.com

DAW Aung San Suu Kyi has urged
military lawmakers to “face the
truth” about the 2008 constitution
- that it based on a lie, because the
military failed to honour the results
of the 1990 election. Speaking at
a rally in Mandalay on May 18, she
called on military MPs to support
changes to the constitution that
would make it more democratic -
and remove the military’s veto over
future amendments.

“The current constitution is a law
without dignity. It was written by
breaking a promise given to people.
How can we believe in a law that

‘We want to focus on
winning democracy,
rather than winning
an election.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi

is based on failing to keep a prom-
ise?” Daw Aung San Suu Kyi told
thousands of supporters at the rally,
which was held jointly with the 88
Generation student group at Chan
Mya Tharsi township’s Aung Pin Le
stadium.

“The government said it is on the
way to democracy but I think it is
lying. It is necessary to amend the
2008 constitution to be able to hold
a fair election in 2015. Now everyone
is just focused on winning the 2015
election. We want to focus on win-
ning democracy, rather than win-
ning an election,” she said.

After the Tatmadaw retook power
in 1988, it promised to hold elections
and draft a new constitution. Even
though the NLD won the 1990 elec-
tions, the Tatmadaw held on to pow-
er and enacted a constitution drafted
by people selected by the military
government, she said.

The only way for the military to
regain the dignity it has lost in re-
cent decades is to give up power, she
insisted.

“You are soldiers, so face the truth
bravely. Facing the truth rather than
facing the weaponless people with
guns in your hands is the bravest
and the most dignified thing you
could do,” she said. “All soldiers
[should] participate in amending
the constitution in the hluttaw this

(s v
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi speaks at a constitution amendment rally in Mandalay on

May 18. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

year if they really love their country,
really respect people, are really brave
and far-sighted.”

The joint NLD-88 campaign was
launched in Yangon on May 17 and is
designed to build public support for

UNICEF confirms ‘steep’ rent

THE United Nations children’s
agency said “spiralling” Myan-
mar rents had put humanitarian
budgets under pressure on May
22 as it confirmed it pays nearly
US$90,000 a month for its Yangon
office.

UNICEF defended its spend-
ing and said real estate prices had
risen steeply in the last three years,
in a statement issued in response
to media scrutiny of the Myanmar
office’s rental rate.

“Escalating costs have meant
new challenges in meeting the
needs of the population,” said My-
anmar representative Bertrand
Bainvel in the release.

“In particular spiralling real
estate prices in Yangon have put
a strain on UNICEF resources as
UNICEF’s rents have nearly dou-
bled in the past three years.”

Responding to a report by
the Irrawaddy news website that

UNICEF had rented its offices from
former junta-era agriculture min-
ister Nyunt Tin, Mr Bainvel said
a member of the landlady’s family
was “once a member of the previ-
ous military regime”.

But he said the official was not
subject to criminal charges or in-
ternational sanctions.

Mr Bainvel confirmed that the
organisation was paying a “steep”
$87,000 per month for its com-
pound in a leafy upmarket suburb
of Yangon, fixed for seven years.

He said this was after an “exten-
sive” search for other options af-
ter UNICEF was asked to vacate a
prominent downtown hotel where
the group had been paying $45,000
a month for 130 staff.

Mr Bainvel added that other
international agencies had to pay
“considerably more” per square
foot for their offices.

Property prices in Yangon have

soared asdemand vastly outstripped
supply since the country began
opening to the world.

Dramatic reforms since 2011 un-
der a quasi-civilian government led
by President Thein Sein, a former
general, has spurred the removal of
most Western sanctions and lured
foreign businesses.

Aid groups have also sought to
increase their presence as a re-
sponse to the changes.

Sources in the UN and the prop-
erty market say several UN offices
in the city have rents of tens of
thousands of dollars a month, in-
cluding a large complex housing
the World Health Organisation.

Former junta figures and busi-
ness cronies have a dominant role
in Yangon real estate because of
the wealth they accumulated due
to their regime connections and
property agents say it is difficult
not to rent from them. - AFP
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Delegates take pictures of (L to R)
Philippine President Benigno Aquino,
Indonesian President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono, Vietnam’s Prime Minister
Nguyen tan Dung and Vice President
of Myanmar U Nyan Tun during the
World Economic Forum on East Asia in
Manila on May 22.

constitutional change, particularly
removing the military’s veto powers
contained in section 436.

Three days prior to the Manda-
lay event, President U Thein Sein
warned that the campaign could
cause rioting, instability and “suffer-
ing” He also described the constitu-
tional amendment process as an “in-
ternal affair” that should be resolved
“within the legal framework and
without having our country’s sover-
eignty encroached upon”

In February, parliament formed
a 31-member Constitutional Amend-
ment Implementation Committee to
draft an amendment bill to submit to
parliament no later than six months
before the 2015 election.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, whose
party has two seats on the commit-
tee, called on members of the pub-
lic to lobby their representatives to
support meaningful constitutional
change.

“The results of that committee
are very important. We must wait
and see if it can really implement the
desire of the people,” she said.

“I would like to urge everyone to
ask their MPs whether they support
amending the constitution in the
hluttaw. If they do not answer your
question clearly, I don’t think they
really represent the people.”

- Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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Meth seizures at record high in Asia

STRONG and growing demand for
drugs in Asia is driving up global pro-
duction of methamphetamine, with
seizures in the region tripling in five
years to record levels, a UN body said
on May 20.

Both the use and the production
of the drug is increasing, in line with
the expanding economy of the world’s
most populous continent, leading to
growing social problems and higher
healthcare bills.

Methamphetamine, also called
“meth” and “ice”, is an extremely addic-
tive stimulant that affects the central
nervous system.

Chronic use can lead to mood
disturbances, violent behaviour and
symptoms of psychosis such as para-
noia and hallucinations.

To compile the latest report, the
United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) grouped together
methamphetamine, amphetamine and
other similar chemicals as “ampheta-
mine-type stimulants” or ATS.

It excluded so-called “ecstasy” drugs,
which are usually reported separately in
drug surveys.

“Over the years, methampheta-
mine seizures have been predominant-
ly reported in East and Southeast Asia,
in countries such as China, Indonesia,
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand,”
the Office said ahead of the report’s
launch in Tokyo.

Asia has long been the world’s larg-
est market for methamphetamine and
drug dealers are targeting its rapid
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economic success, the UN body said.

Roughly a third of the estimated
US$90 billion illegal economy in Asia
comes from drugs, said Jeremy Doug-
las, UNODC regional representative for
Southeast Asia and the Pacific.

“It originated as a drug that was tak-
en by poor people, traditionally work-
ers. That migrated into youth culture
over a decade ago,” he said. “More re-
cently, that has evolved into a growing
prosperous youth culture.

“You have rising incomes occurring
across the region. You have large, large
youth population. So you have natu-
ral growth of the market” which has
attracted criminals from around the
world, Mr Douglas said.

‘It originated as

a drug that was
taken by poor
people, traditionally
workers. That
migrated into youth
culture over a
decade ago.

Jeremy Douglas
UNODC

Seizures of ATS-related drugs tripled
in Asia to at least 36 tonnes per year in
the five years to 2012, the Office said.

China has had particularly severe
problems, it said. Chinese authorities
seized 6 tonnes of methamphetamine
in 2008.

That figure soared to more than 16
tonnes in 2012, accounting for about
45 percent of total methamphetamine
seizures for Asia that year, the UNODC
said.

Thailand has also seen its highest
levels of seizures of methamphetamine
pills and the drug in its crystalline state
in past five years, said the report.

Growing ATS use was accompanied
by expanding regional production, with
large bases seen in China, Myanmar
and the Philippines, the UN body said.

The drug is often trafficked for
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long distances, the report said, and the
routes being used by drug sellers are be-
coming increasingly well-trodden.

These are notably from Mexico, the
Middle East, South and West Asia and
West Africa to Japan and other lucrative
markets in East and Southeast Asia and
Oceania.

Ironically, the factors that are start-
ing to boost living standards in Asia -
greater regional integration resulting in
improved trade - are also accelerating
the spread of the drug.

Closer ties among the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations have increased
the region’s flow of people and goods,
including drugs.

Criminal groups are increasingly
opening drug factories in the region.
They are known to provide cheap prod-
ucts when trying to cultivate a new
market and to raise prices once new
customers are addicted.

Southeast Asian states and other
countries most affected by the crisis of-
ten have very little capacity to stop the
crimes, Mr Douglas said.

The continued spread of metham-
phetamine across Asia also poses a
growing challenge to justice systems
and health providers in societies with
large youthful populations, UNODC
said. - AFP

Justice Tettey (right), chief of the Laboratory and Scientific Section at the UNODC
talks at a press conference at the Foreign Press Center in Tokyo May 20. Photo: AFP
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SKC Co., LTD. (formerly known as
SKC Limited)a company organized under the laws of the Republic
of the South Korea and having its principal office at 633, Jungja-
Dong, Suwon, Kyongki-Do, Korea is the owner and sole proprietor
of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: Nos. IV/650/1984 & IV/3046/2010)

SKC

(Reg: Nos. IV/1211/1983 & IV/3045/2010)

The above two trademarks are in respect of :- “Video tape, audio tape,
floppy disc, computer tape, magnetic card, video tape recorder, video
disc player, floppy disc driver, magnetic card reader” - Cl: 9

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with
according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for SKC CO., LTD. (formerly known as SKC Limited)
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 26" May, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Arena Pharmaceuticals GmbH, a Swiss Company, of Untere
Bruhlstrasse 4, CH-4800 Zofingen, Switzerland, is the Owner of
the following Trade Mark:-

BELVIQ

Reg. No. 5614/2014

in respect of “Class 5: Pharmaceutical preparations for human
use; pharmaceutical preparations to treat or prevent obesity;
pharmaceutical preparations for weight management; weight loss
and the maintenance of weight loss”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Mark
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Arena Pharmaceuticals GmbH

P. O. Box 60, Yangon.

Email: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 26 May 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Thai Ceramic Company Limited, a company incorporated in
Thailand, of 1 Siam Cement Road, Bangsue Sub-District, Bangsue
District, Bangkok, Thailand, is the Owner of the following Trade

COTTO

Reg. No. 613/ 2011

in respect of “Class 01: Fixing and joining materials namely
adhesive glue. Class 03: Cleaning solution for tiles. Class 19:
Floor tiles (not of metal); wall tiles (not of metal); roof tiles (not of
metal); mosaics for building; mosaic tiles. Class 37: Tiles products
application consultancy; Pre and after sales and support services
including installation and maintenance. Class 42: Industrial
design; Graphic art design”

COTTO

STUDIO

Reg. No.615/ 2011

in respect of “Class 37: Tiles products application consultancy;
Pre and after sales and support services including installation and
maintenance. Class 42: Industrial design; Graphic art design”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P,, D.B.L

for Thai Ceramic Company Limited
P. O. Box 60, Yangon.

Dated: 26 May 2014
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Minister for Defence Lieutenant General Wai Lwin (centre) speaks at a press conference following the ASEAN Defence
Ministers’ Meeting on May 20. Photo: Pyae Thet Phyo

Defence ministers honour
Lao counterpart after crash

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87(@gmail.com

A PLANE crash in Laos that Kkilled
five senior government officials has
overshadowed a regional meeting of
defence ministers in Nay Pyi Taw. Lao
Minister for Defence Lieutenant Gen-
eral Douangchay Phichit was among
the 20 people thought to have died in
the crash on May 18.

Laos was not represented at the
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting in
Nay Pyi Taw on May 19-20. Attendees
issued a statement expressing their
“deepest sympathies” over the deaths.

“It is a big loss not only for the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic and
Lao National Defence but also for the

ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting,”
they said.

They also observed a minute’s si-
lence on May 20 for Lt Gen Phichit,
who had attended the regional defence
meetings since they were launched in
2006.

The Lao delegation was believed
to be travelling to an official cer-
emony in the northeastern province
of Xiangkhouang on an air force jet
manufactured by Ukraine’s Antonov.
The cause of the crash remains
unclear.

At last week’s meeting regional
defence ministers agreed on a three-
year workplan through to 2016 that
will include discussions on forming
direct communication links between

the defence ministers and holding
meetings with defence ministers
from ASEAN partner countries.

Minister for Defence Lieutenant
General Wai Lwin said at a press con-
ference on May 20 that the ministers
had “open” discussions on regional
security and stability, and ways of fur-
thering cooperation.

They also signed a declaration ti-
tled “Defence Cooperation toward
a Peaceful and Prosperous ASEAN
Community”

“In the joint declaration, we re-
affirmed our desire to strengthen
defence cooperation to support the
emergence of the ASEAN Community
in 2015,” Lt Gen Wai Lwin said. - With
AFP, translation by Thiri Min Htun
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EU, govt ‘take
stock’ at human
rights dialogue

BILL Cha
OTOOLE v

&

HIGH-LEVEL officials from the Eu-
ropean Union and the Union Govern-
ment met in Nay Pyi Taw last week
for the first meeting under a Human
Rights Dialogue program. While some
activists have criticised the dialogue
for not containing timelines for reach-
ing human rights targets, the EU says
it is “a clear sign” of the government’s
willingness to address the issues.

The dialogue is expected to cover a
range of human rights issues through
regular meetings and an annual sum-
mit. EU special representative for hu-
man rights Stavros Lambrinidis and
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U
Thant Kyaw attended the first meet-
ing on May 20, at which they “took
stock” of the current human rights
situation.

“They covered major issues of con-
cern for human rights, in particular
political prisoners, freedom of expres-
sion, hate speech, economic, social
and cultural rights, land rights, busi-
ness and human rights, labour rights

botoole12@gmail.com

and non-discrimination. The situation
in Rakhine State was also discussed,”
the EU said in a statement.

Colin Steinbach, a political officer
with the EU in Yangon, said that the
EU has been raising many of these is-
sues for decades but the new dialogue
represents a “step change” in the EU’s
strategy.

“It is the first time that high-level
talks will be held within a purely dedi-
cated forum exchanging information
on human rights, raising issues of con-
cern and discussing ways to address
them,” Mr Steinbach said. “The agree-
ment to hold such talks in the first
place is a clear sign of a more open
attitude than in years past”

However, several human rights
groups have criticised the EU for not
pushing the government hard enough
on rights issues, particularly the lack
of any timeframe for achieving the
dialogue’s targets. Some suggest that
the bloc is prioritising bilateral trade
agreements instead.

“It is vital to have dialogue on hu-
man rights, but it must be the right
kind of dialogue. The point of dialogue
must be to achieve concrete change,
but the EU tends to see the process
of dialogue in itself as success,” said
Mark Farmaner, head of Burma Cam-
paign UK.
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Four artists from Bagan showed off the natural beauty of
their native region last week with a five-day exhibition of
watercolour works. The show was held from May 17 to 21
at Mandalay Hill Art Gallery, located at the foot of historic
Mandalay Hill, and featured 76 pieces from Hla Han,
Maung Thiha, Lin Min Phyo and Soe Than. — Si Thu Lwin,
translation by Thiri Min Htun
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Wundwin’s weaving industry in
spotlight over pollution from dyes

KHIN SU WAI
jasminekhin@gmail.com

THE waters of Wundwin, the centre
of Myanmar’s traditional weaving
industry, are to be cleansed. Last
week the Mandalay Environmental
Conservation Department proposed
three solutions to clean up the wa-
ters polluted by fabric dyes.

The clean-up effort is also to
be reinforced by stricter penalties
against companies that pollute the
water.

The various proposals were out-
lined at a meeting on May 2 on
practical technological assistance
for removing the pollution, which
threatens surrounding farmlands in
Wundwin township, about 130 kilo-
metres (80 miles) from Mandalay.

There are about 600 garment
factories in Wundwin, the centre of

production of Myanmar traditional
wear, each using 10 or 12 looms. The
township is home to about 70 per-
cent of the country’s production.

“The basic colour of the fabric
is black, so we have to dye it to the
colour of choice. Dyeing is done ac-
cording to a traditional formula,
involving boiling the fabric, beating
it manually and soaking it in cold
water. It wastes gallons of water,”
said Wundwin businessman U Win
Maung.

The solutions proposed involved
treating the polluted water with
alum before passing it through a
series of pools, or physically trans-
porting the water to a processing
factory for cleansing. The first two
are for relatively small volumes of
water, and the third is said to be very
expensive.

“The companies involved have

> |

A man holds fabric that has just been dyed at a workshop in Wundwin township.

Photo: Khin Su Wai

expressed concern about the tech-
nology required, and the costs. I
promised to help with the financing,”
said U Nay Aye, director general of
the environmental conservation de-
partment, adding that the had asked
the Union of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try for assistance.

Approximate number of fabric
workshops in Wundwin, the centre of
Myanmar’s weaving industry

U Kyaw Aung Moe, head of the
Mandalay Region conservation de-
partment, said that the clean-up ef-
fort had begun in March when moni-
toring of the Wundwin township
waters showed long-term pollution,
and a team was formed to research
water pollution, soil erosion and the
threat to public health, and to pre-
pare a solution.

U Kyi Aung, deputy chair of the
Wundwin loom industry associa-
tion, which has 119 members, said
all workshops used dyes “carelessly”
and the polluted water was draining
into nearby farmland.

“We have two options - to build
a single dyeing factory that could
easily be monitored, or use Paleik
threads and textile factory to dye our
threads,” he said.

Daw Thet Thet Zin, deputy min-
ister for environmental conservation
and forestry, told the May 2 meeting
that section 74 of the environmental
law provided for penalties for com-
panies found to have damaged the
environment.
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A diver takes notes during a recent dive survey in the Myeik archipelago as part of

Myelk marine
prompt calls fo

—
Wy FIONA
‘ﬁ! MACGREGOR

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

PRISTINE coral reefs and previously
unknown species of sea life have been
discovered around the Myeik Archi-
pelago, prompting renewed calls for
the creation of Myanmar’s first coral
protection zone.

A team of scientists from Flora and
Fauna International (FFI), working
alongside internationally renowned
marine experts, recorded hundreds
of species around the 800-island ar-
chipelago, including at least four new
forms of coral, as well as several inver-
tebrates and fish.

They also found that much of the
region was less damaged by Dblast-
fishing and illegal trawling than
predicted.

“These are virgin areas that no one
has surveyed before,” said U Zau Lunn,
a marine coordinator with FFI. “There
are many new species.”

Other notable discoveries included
barramundi cod, ornate ghost pipe
fish and species of coral present in
Africa and East Asia that have never
been recorded in Myanmar waters
before.

FFI is now in talks with the gov-
ernment and local community repre-
sentatives about how best to protect
the area, which is also on a list of pro-
posed World Heritage Sites.

“There are no protected areas of
coral in Myanmar. That’s our big mis-
sion,” said Frank Momberg, FFI pro-
gram director for Myanmar.

“We would aim to get the [marine]
park gazetted before the next elec-
tion,” he added.

Myanmar currently has the low-
est rate of marine protected areas in
Southeast Asia, according to FFI, and
is facing international pressure to
step up its ocean conservation efforts.
But enforcement of rules is likely to
be more of a challenge than establish-
ing marine parks, conservationists
say.

“Getting legal protection is not
such a problem, but getting the budg-
et [for effective enforcement] will be
a bigger challenge,” Mr Momberg said.

During the initial months of the
survey, now in its second year, the
researchers noted significant damage
to reefs in the southern islands, par-
ticularly those closer to shore. How-
ever, recent explorations of the more

northerly reefs revealed areas with
“staggering” levels of hard-coral cover,
according to FFL.

“After the first year of doom and
gloom, finally we found these treas-
ures,” said Mr Momberg.

The team discovered some reefs
had up to 80 percent hard-coral cover-
age, which means they can be classi-
fied as “excellent” according to global
standards.

The scientists also said they were
surprised to discover coral growing
even in areas where water visibility
was very low.

The archipelago’s position between
the Pacific and Indian oceans means
it is a unique “transition” habitat
with marine life from both waters, Mr
Momberg said.

The discovery has been hailed by
researchers and the Department of
Fisheries as an opportunity for Myan-
mar to develop diving tourism, which,
while popular in neighbouring coun-
tries, is not currently offered here.

‘There are no
protected areas of
coral in Myanmar.
That’s our big
mission.’

Frank Momberg
Flora and Fauna International

Additionally, just a handful of tourists
make it to the Myeik Archipelago each
year, most of whom travel on expen-
sive live-aboard boats.

“Coral conservation is very impor-
tant for fish and the aquatic environ-
ment, and also for diving tourism
which is important for the local com-
munity,” said U Lau Zunn. “In Thai-
land and Indonesia diving tourism is
well developed, but in Myanmar we
haven’t known where the good dive
sites are, or how to protect them.”

He stressed the need to ensure
tourism development is done in a sus-
tainable manner.

“Well-managed diving tourism can
generate income locally and benefit
the reef. The danger is that large-scale
hotels create pollution and waste that
would destroy the coral.”

The waters around the archipelago
provide the main source of living for
the local Moken communities.
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However, the Moken - also known
as the Salon, or sea gypsies - have
become increasingly reliant on dam-
aging dynamite fishing in recent dec-
ades. FFI is keen to work alongside
the community to gain their support
in protecting the reef.

“It is not difficult to change behav-
iour and [develop] locally managed
marine areas,” said Mr Momberg.

He added that once areas have
been protected for several years local
fishermen will see a “spill-over” of fish
from the sanctuary into non-protected
areas, which can boost yields.

Two proposed community marine
management projects in the archi-
pelago - one on Ross Island and the
other on Langan Island - are set to be
up and running by the end of the year,
and training initiatives have already
taken place.

But blast fishing is not the only risk
to the reefs, Mr Momberg said. The
archipelago is also subject to illegal

trawling, which can cause severe dam-
age to sea beds.

U Mya Than Tun, a deputy director
at the Department of Fisheries, said he
welcomed the creation of a protected
area around the archipelago to help
marine conservation and allow the
development of diving ecotourism in
Myanmar. However, he said it would
require a high level of cooperation
between the national and regional
governments, businesses and local
residents.

“The Ministry [of Livestock, Fish-
eries and Rural Development] would
like to prevent [further damage] to
coral resources by developing a pro-
tected area in this region,” he said. “We
know some coral resources have been
destroyed by local fishermen and [big-
ger fishing] businesses.

“A protected area would help end
this type of destruction but it is diffi-
cult to do [in practice]” - Additional
reporting by Shwe Yee Saw Myint

Ragernr Thiripyirsapil )

-

2 Nighis

feearrat Reseore

(fiast, One lunch e

- Wi W

e -

Feel Bagan, Feel Thiripyitsaya!

For Local
Y Y. 000 nett per person @ Deluxe Garden View Room
Koyats 649, 000 nett per person @ Deluxe Classic Room

Twin Sharing

For Expatriate (Twin Sharing,

LISD 125 net per person (@)

Jeluxe Garden View Room

USD 115 net per person (@' Deluxe Classic Room

Contact us : 01-255333. 2554

News 17

COMMENT

At war on the streets

Eratic city bus drivers are putting everyone on the road at risk

STUART DEED
stuart.deedldgmail.com

DEADLY sardine cans from hell -
that’s the best way that I can think of
to describe the buses in Yangon.

The city is developing at break-
neck pace: New buildings are going
up everywhere, new businesses are
starting up in every direction and
new or newer cars continue to flood
onto the roads. But the city’s buses
remain a constant: an ugly reminder
of a socialist era when people had to
keep machinery running, no matter
how old or unsafe it was.

Then, as now, the city’s workers
still had to get to work but it was
an easier situation to comprehend
when most of the cars were similarly
decrepit and imports almost non-
existent.

For somebody working in the
outskirts and commuting to the
downtown area I'd guess the need to
earn money to buy food only margin-
ally justifies the daily torture of cram-
ming into an old bus - or several - for
a long, hair-raising drive to work.

Something has to be done soon.
The Japanese International Coopera-
tion Agency is working on a master
plan to upgrade the Yangon Circle
Line, which will help, but for the
people living away from the railway
line the bus is the only option. And
with rental prices in inner-city areas
beyond the reach of many low-level
employees, a lengthy commute is the
only option.

For women the situation is par-
ticularly acute and has led to several
campaigns to combat very public sex-
ual assault, including the use of whis-
tles to deter wandering hands.

But everybody on the bus has to
bear the real risk of being pickpock-
eted, being squashed against other
passengers, sitting on bare metal

seats and being shoved about by de-
linquent conductors. Years ago two
conductors put a Myanmar Times
reporter in hospital by whacking him
on the head with an iron bar after
he’d dared to talk back to them. An
expat employee was also punched in
the head and tossed out of a bus by
conductors when he angrily told a
driver to slow down.

My favourite scenario is seeing a
bus drive on the wrong side of the
road before an intersection - stop-
ping to let more passengers on or off
in the middle of traffic - before cut-
ting across the lanes to the far right,
where they ought to have been in the
first place.

Even when I'm seeing red and
stupidly trying to block the re-entry
I can see that buses could or perhaps
have a right of way - they are carry-
ing scores of people, while my car car-
ries at most four, in positive luxury
compared to bus passengers.

Ordinarily a bus lane would be a
viable solution but in many places in
Yangon there’s no room. And it still
wouldn’t stop drivers from racing
each other.

The situation puts passengers
in danger on every passage because
drivers racing each other for fares
encourages dangerous driving every-
where the buses go.

Even in heavily policed bus stops
downtown you see buses cutting off
two or more lanes to block another
bus behind while they pick up pas-
sengers. Later, the driver behind will
try to overtake, leading to situations
where two or more buses will careen
down the road, two or even three
abreast. Sometimes I feel like I'm
watching a post-apocalyptic movie -
something like a Mad Max flick - un-
folding before my eyes.

What will it take for Yangon City
Development Committee (YCDC) or

the Yangon Motor Vehicle Supervi-
sory Board, better known by its collo-
quial acronym Ma-Hta-Tha, to either
force bus owners to follow the law or
set up a public transport company to
run the buses?

My guess is that it will take a mas-
sive tragedy - something so awful it
will force the public and decision-
makers to take action.

What would I do?

To me, the best option is to co-opt bus
company owners and invite them to
join a new public transport company,
with the horrifying premise that it be
a public company as well.

The first step would be to scrap
the old sardine cans and replace them
with newer buses. Then the new bus-
es can be put on the main lines with
drivers and conductors paid a rea-
sonable salary, with no commissions
paid for extra fares. Smaller lines
could be run under the same model
or auctioned off to existing operators,
with the licence renewed every year
to encourage companies to offer con-
sistent service.

Under this model Ma-Hta-Tha
could operate as a regulator - fining
drivers for violations and ensuring
buses meet minimum safety require-
ment but also investing in training
facilities to improve driver sKills.

If the public company model is too
expensive then I'd like to hope that the
Ministry of Transport would be capa-
ble of running this operation, drawing
funds by charging a fee from car own-
ers renewing their licences and a larg-
er tax from newly registered vehicles.

Stuart Deed, formerly business editor at
The Myanmar Times, has lived in Yangon
since 2006. He now works as director of
operations for local realty firm Myanmar
Real Estate.
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People power misses the mark

ARLIER this month, a rally

to show support for consti-

tutional amendments and

collect signatures for a peti-

tion was held at Maubin in
Ayeyarwady Region. Organised by
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, it was strong-
ly supported by the public and drew
thousands of people. The National
League for Democracy (NLD) and the
88 Generation kicked off a nationwide
campaign with events in Yangon and
Mandalay on May 17-18, with events
to be held in other cities. The focus is
the need to amend section 436 of the
constitution, which gives the military
a veto on constitutional change. Fu-
ture events are likely to draw similar
crowds. But is the campaign likely to
succeed?

In Maubin, the very accomplished
speeches of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
and 88 leader Ko Ko Gyi on section
436 drew rapturous applause. The
NLD leader argued that the mili-
tary should give up the privileges it
receives in the 2008 constitution,
particularly the status afforded to
the commander-in-chief. “In a demo-
cratic system, we should all be equal.
The desire of public must be the high-
est power and a president elected by
the public should have the highest
authority. It is totally against democ-
racy for a group or organisation to be
awarded the highest authority. I hope
everyone understands it,” she said,
drawing a large round of applause.

Truth be told, if we got rid of the
undemocratic sections of the 2008
constitution there would be nothing
left between its green covers. It is not
wrong to say that the constitution
was drafted with the aim of founding
a military dynasty. Despite the exist-
ing one being completely contrary to
democratic norms, nobody is asking
to rewrite it. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,
other opposition leaders and ethnic
armed groups are only proposing
changes. President U Thein Sein, Pyi-
daungsu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U
Shwe Mann and other leaders of the
Union Solidarity and Development
Party have also expressed support
for making amendments so that it is
appropriate for Myanmar’s current
conditions.

The major difference of opinion
is in how they want to change it.
The president and Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing have al-
ready clearly stated that it should be
changed in accordance with section
436.

This section stipulates that the

/

People attend a rally on constitutional change organised by the NLD and the 88 Generation in Yangon on May 17. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

constitution “shall be amended with
prior approval of more than 75 per-
cent of all the representatives of the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw” - and in some
cases approval at a national referen-
dum. As the constitution gives the
military 25pc of seats, it can only be
amended with approval of Tatmad-
aw MPs. Both the president and the
commander-in-chief argue this is the
right way to amend it.

However, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s
NLD and the 88 Generation are push-
ing for a completely different process

Previous efforts to
pressure the military
to undertake political

reforms failed to
bear any fruit.
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and outcome. She wants the military
to come under the control of a civil-
ian administration and for the privi-
leges of the commander-in-chief and
military to be withdrawn. Though
she didn’t say it openly, she wants the
military to go back to barracks and
stay out of politics.

Unfortunately, it is unlikely to
succeed. Myanmar’s current political
situation has been crafted by the mili-
tary leaders from a position of con-
trol. Previous efforts to pressure them
to undertake political reforms failed
to bear any fruit.

Previous efforts at negotiation also
failed. However, now there are better
prospects for a less confrontational
approach. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has

SITHU AUNG
MYINT

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

much more freedom than ever before,
and a largely free press to broadcast
her message. It’s strange that nobody
has publicly pointed out to her that the
campaign will almost certainly fail.

Some argue it is a means of pres-
suring the military to engage in polit-
ical dialogue. However, based on pre-
vious experience, it will, if anything,
make the military more reluctant to
talk.

There is a constitutional review
process being undertaken by parlia-
ment, and changes are likely before
the 2015 election. Keeping the mili-
tary onside will be essential for mak-
ing the most of this opportunity. At
this point, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
would be well advised to change tack
and bring the military to the negotiat-
ing table by laying out a clear propos-
al for constitutional change - before
it is too late.

- Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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Vietnam catches the
fateful casino pox

MITTON

rogermitton(dgmail.com

THERE was once a silly love song
called “My baby does the hanky
panky” At the time I wished mine
did, but she just loved to gamble.

It’s hard to fathom why anyone
likes to sit in Kitschy, neon-lit
caverns for hours on end, nursing
expensive drinks and listening to
the inane banter of deadheads -
while losing money.

Almost everyone loses; except
the casino owners, although recent
financial reports indicate that their
revenue growth has tailed off.

The only ones really reaping
consistent monetary rewards are
the governments that license and
tax gambling enterprises.

Naturally, when their econo-
mies start to dip, as after the 1997
financial crisis and the 2008 bank-
ing crash, they turn to casinos as a
means to top up the coffers.

In places like Cambodia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar and the Philip-
pines, which already have several
casinos, they encourage expanded
operations.

In Singapore and Vietnam, which
formerly castigated casinos as dens
of iniquity and hotbeds of organised
crime, they have done a prompt
about-face - not difficult for politi-
cians, of course. They now tout casi-
nos as revenue-generators that can
pay for socially beneficial programs,
which naturally will bolster the gov-
ernment’s popularity and help it stay
in power. And while the criminal
side and other bad stuff cannot be
completely eliminated, local citizens
can be protected by curtailing their
access to gambling centres.

So, three years ago, Singapore
went ahead and opened two gar-
gantuan gambling palaces, Marina

Bay Sands and Resorts World Sen-
tosa. Soon after, Vietnam followed
suit with multi-billion dollar casino
resorts at Ho Tram and South Hoi
An, plus dozens of smaller ones
from Phu Quoc in the south to Lao
Cai on the Chinese border.

And just as Singapore has re-
laxed its rules for domestic punters,
so Vietnam’s National Assembly is
currently re-evaluating laws ban-
ning locals from entering casinos.

In doing so, Hanoi’s assembly-
men would be wise to note how
the advent of casinos has damaged
Singapore’s once cherished image
as a squeaky clean, crime-free and
unblemished society.

Yes, it was all a myth, but it was
a brilliantly conceived myth where-
by the world was led to believe that
gambling, drugs, prostitution, extor-
tion and money-laundering did not
exist in Singapore.

Not anymore. You don’t need
to be Dick Tracy to spot the young
hookers lining up at Changi im-
migration and later sashaying out of
the Marina Bay and Harbourfront
MRT stations. Nor do you need to
be Keith Richards to sniff the sweet
musky odour of marijuana outside
the nearby pubs and clubs.

As if replicating Singapore’s
ongoing difficulties were not bad
enough, Hanoi’s plan to generate
oodles of dosh from its burgeoning
casinos has suddenly hit a major
stumbling block.

The vast majority of punters at
Vietnam’s casinos are from main-
land China, which does not permit
casinos within its own borders.

Unfortunately, after Beijing’s deci-
sion this month to send an offshore
oil rig into waters claimed by Hanoi,
the latent hostility of Viethamese
toward their northern neighbours
erupted in lethal violence. As a re-
sult, very few Chinese are now going
to travel to Vietnam and risk being
reviled and even attacked. So Hanoi’s
heavy investment in casinos now
looks like a very bad bet, which will
bring all the social ill-effects while
reaping little revenue.

The regime would have been far
better sticking with conventional
hanKky panky, of which there is
never a shortage in Vietnam.

Playing ‘Angolan ten

Returning exiles who have becomed involved with the peace effort have grappled

AUNG
NAING OO

newsroom@mmtimes.com

YOU probably wouldn’t believe me if I
described the Myanmar Peace Center’s
role in the peace process as like playing
Angolan tennis.

You'd probably be puzzled. The cen-
tre’s focus is peacemaking and its role
to work with all stakeholders in an in-
clusive manner. What has that got to do
with tennis, let alone tennis from An-
gola? But, rest assured, the centre does
play Angolan tennis. It is a description
of what we do, or a major part of what
the centre has engaged in from the
very outset. Just give me the chance to
explain.

The peace process in Myanmar
began a few months after President
U Thein Sein came to power in 2011.
By January 2012, his government had
already signed two crucial ceasefire
agreements: one with the Restoration
Council of Shan State - the political
wing of the Shan State Army-South
(RCSS-SSA) - and the other with the
Karen National Union, or KNU.

I Dbelieve these two agreements
helped the government realise that
durable peace could be achieved in
Myanmar at long last. But there were
two government negotiating teams and
they needed to be reorganised into a
single outfit to ensure the government’s
efforts were effective. Put differently,
the peace process needed to be formal-
ised. Thus, two union-level committees
- the Union Peace Central Committee
and the Union Peace Working Commit-
tee - were established to spearhead the
peace process.

The leader of the second peace team,
then-Minister for Rail Transportation U
Aung Min, was tasked with leading the
negotiations. Furthermore, a unique
peacebuilding organisation called the
Myanmar Peace Center, or MPC, was
formed by a presidential decree in Oc-
tober 2012 to help the government ne-
gotiate with ethnic armed groups.

It was well-conceived - indeed, one
could call it visionary.
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Minister for the President’s Office U Aung Min shakes hands with an EU official at the

Having been in the government for
a number of years, U Aung Min knew
only too well that its bureaucracy was
slow and cumbersome. He knew he
would have to respond quickly to the
needs of the peace process. In order to
accomplish his mission, the MPC had to
be an organisation that would provide
a “one-stop service” for negotiations,
logistics, technical advice, security,
peacebuilding, outreach and all other
elements necessary in a peace process.

The president provided his chief ne-
gotiator, U Aung Min - now minister
for the President’s Office 4 - with four
buildings on Shweli Road in Kamaryut
township that were once occupied by
deputy ministers as an endowment for
peace. A government team comprising
13 ministers and high-ranking military
officers was also established to spear-
head the negotiations. U Aung Min was
appointed chair of the MPC.

To complete the formation of the
MPC, U Aung Min invited exiles and
former rebels like me, and academics
who were teaching overseas, to come
and work for peace in Myanmar - the
opportunity of a lifetime. We had been
involved with the peace process while
still in exile before we were formally
invited and before the peace process
was formalised. We teamed up with
academics and practitioners within the
country who were already an integral
part of U Aung Min’s peace team.

Several of us who have worked with
ethnic armed groups, witnessed armed
conflict, and studied civil wars and
peacebuilding overseas immediately
seized this opportunity. We seized it
with clear conviction that it was now or
never for achieving peace in Myanmar.

From the very outset, it was going to
be an incredible partnership between
all of us - the outsiders - and the gov-
ernment. But we could not foresee the
outcome; we were just glad to be of
service for peace and for our homeland.

And we were glad that we could
build trust between former enemies —
the government and those like us on
the other side. It can be considered the
start of a reconciliation process. The
MPC itself is an indication that rec-
onciliation is possible if people from
across the divide work together for a
common objective.

And as the peace process gained
momentum and the MPC became the
venue where peace negotiations took
place, questions began to arise. “Who
do we work for?” “Are we working for
the government?” “Have the exiles like
us sold ourselves out to the govern-
ment?” “Shouldn’t an organisation like
MPC work for everyone, rather than
the government?”

These questions have come not only
from foreign visitors but also from the
media, political activists and friends.
And we struggled to answer them for
a time.

One does not have to be a genius to
figure out who we are for or with. Of
course, it is the government of Myan-
mar. But being independently minded
people, we want to maintain our in-
dependence and integrity, even when
working for the government.

In our eyes, this is easily achieved
because we are not authorised to make
decisions; we merely act as a secretariat
for the government and provide input
so that it can make well-informed and
timely decisions to advance the peace

We seized this
opportunity with
clear conviction that
it was now or never
for achieving peace
in Myanmar.
D

process. We can be open and critical in
our work. In many ways we are lucky
that we are working with a very pro-
gressive minister like U Aung Min.

We also have to work for everyone,
however, as peace is for all sides. In a
divided society like ours, this is not al-
ways apparent. For many, peace is still
a matter of us and them.

So for a long time we struggled
to find the right word or phrase as
to who we are and what we do. One
senior director often explained to the
visitors that we are “insiders” but “act
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nis’ for peace

with their role and perceived support for the government

Myanmar Peace Center. Photo: Boothee

impartially” There were other explana-
tions - but none of them satisfied the
visitors and none of them adequately
described what we are.

Then we had a visit of Young
Global Leaders who were in town for
the World Economic Forum in June
2013. After a few hours of discussion,
the same question emerged, “Who are
you?” And we gave them lengthy expla-
nations. Following our attempt to clar-
ify who we are, a Young Global Leader
delegate from Ivory Coast said, “Then

you are playing Angolan tennis.”

He then described to us what he
meant. It depicts a situation in which a
tennis match is yet to start. The players
are on the court and there are umpires,
linespeople and spectators waiting for
the game to begin. But no one starts the
game. Then someone walks onto the
court, picks up the ball and hits it over
the net to the other side. The players
in the opposite team do not respond;
they do not even swing their racquets.
The same person who initially hit the
ball then goes to the other side of the
net and hits the ball back, as if playing
all by himself. He does this a few times
and then one of the real players begins
to get interested and starts taking part.
Others follow his lead. Suddenly the
game begins and the spectators begin
to cheer.

In the two and half years since the
peace process began, the MPC and the
government have held more than 270
meetings with various ethnic armed
groups. U Aung Min, his peace min-
isters and the MPC have played many
games of Angolan tennis and engaged
in numerous activities that go beyond
normal peacemaking. Without these,
peace would still remain a pipe dream.
There are also many other peace advo-
cates who have contributed to peace in
the same way we have.

Others might present arguments
against my portrayal of the MPCs role.
But all of us at the centre believe that
everyone should engage in some Ango-
lan tennis. We believe it is crucial for
everyone to play, because at the end
of the day peace for the government
must also mean peace for ethnic armed
groups and the citizens of Myanmar.
The only alternative is war.

Aung Naing Oo is associate director of the
Peace Dialogue Program at the Myanmar
Peace Center.

Don’t forget the plight of
our young domestic workers

LIAN KUAL SANG
naolian@gmail.com

WE'VE all read or heard it before: the
news item that begins with the words
“Workers demand better pay and
working conditions”

Mostly it is factory workers in Yan-
gon or Mandalay. The government
and factory owners have worked hard
to find ways to resolve the demands
and get businesses operating again.
Quite often the workers get most or
all of what they have asked for.

However, there is one group that
you will not see demanding better
pay and conditions, although they,
more than perhaps anyone, deserve
it. 'm talking about Myanmar’s do-
mestic workers, who have been over-
looked for years in the discussion
about labour rights.

I think many of us were shocked
and dismayed when news emerged
that a domestic worker - a young
girl from Myanmar - was physically
abused in Thailand. Many took to so-
cial media to demand justice for her.
Officials from the Myanmar embassy
in Bangkok and a Thai law enforce-
ment team pursued the offenders and
took care of the girl. Unfortunately, it
is a response we rarely see when the
victim is in our own country. The
truth is, I was prompted to write this
piece when I read that a young girl
had been severely mistreated by her
employers in Pathein.

The majority of domestic workers
are either children or young girls in
their teens. Ideally, they should be
in school instead of working. Most
come from rural areas, as far away
as Sagaing Region and Rakhine and
Chin states. They have to leave their
families and live with and work for
people they’ve never met before in
Myanmar’s larger cities.

These are not orphans. Most do-
mestic workers have both parents and

come from loving families. I'm sure
you can imagine how heartbreaking
it must be for parents to send their
young children away in these cir-
cumstances, and they obviously do
it out of necessity. The children are
able to send the meagre money they
earn back home to pay for a sibling’s
school fees, help their family buy food,
enable someone to get medical treat-
ment or pay down family debts.

The only time we hear about do-
mestic workers is when one has been
severely mistreated by their employ-
er. But just as tragic is how they are

Having a domestic
helper was once
considered a
luxury. For many, it
is now a necessity.
So why can’t we
show at least a little
gratitude?
e —

often not treated as fellow human be-
ings. They work long hours, are fed
poorly and when they are injured or
sick they are as likely to be sacked as
helped to get medical treatment.
And they are more in demand than
ever. Due to changes in our society,
particularly in urban areas, in many
families both the husband and wife
have jobs outside the home. As a result
there is less time to look after the kids
and elderly, cook, clean, do the dishes,
and wash and iron the clothes. Enter
the domestic worker, who basically
makes it possible for us to concentrate

on work and chase our dreams.

Some years back, having a domes-
tic helper at home was considered a
luxury. For many, it is now a neces-
sity. Many families would simply not
function without them. So why can’t
we show at least a little gratitude?

We complain about our own
working conditions when we are not
given sick leave or are asked to work
overtime. Yet we are unhappy when a
domestic helper gets sick, and are re-
luctant to let her have a rest or take a
day off from her duties. The people in
Myanmar are known for being Kkind,
friendly and generous. Why do we
not show it to our domestic workers?

I am not blind to the fact that
domestic workers have come to go
to work and are being paid for that
work. What I am saying is that they
should be treated with a basic level of
respect. Currently the issue is rarely
raised in the media, and there is lit-
tle action from government or local
and international non-government
organisations. A good place to start
would be for government agencies to
acknowledge the problem and intro-
duce some regulation for this work.
That regulation should be based on
the premises of children’s and human
rights frameworks.

Because of their endeavours, do-
mestic workers are often able to send
money back to their families. What
we tend to forget is the contribution
those girls make to the family of their
employer. I hope that by acknowledg-
ing their contribution and under-
standing the reasons why they have
been forced into domestic work we
will all become a little kinder to them
in the future.

Lian Kual Sang is a freelance business
consultant and entrepreneur from
Yangon. He is a full-time doctoral student
in Australia.
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Farmers ponder future as labour flees

The economic draw of the big cities is siphoning off rural labourers, which farmers say may be replaced by increased mechanisation

AW
HTIKE

zawhtikemjn1981@gmail.com

KO Htay Lwin, like 70 percent of My-
anmar’s working population, was em-
ployed in agriculture. He earned K3500
a day as a labourer in the fields around
Bogalay village in Ayeyarwady Region,
tending the rice crops that feed Myan-
mar and make up a substantial portion
of its economy.

But Ko Htay Lwin left behind the
paddy fields for Yangon’s construc-
tion sites. Agricultural work is notori-
ously seasonal, and it could be months
between employment stints in the
fields, but work in Yangon’s booming
construction sector brings higher and
steadier pay.

“I don’t want to go back to my vil-
lage to make money;” he said. “I now
earn K5500 a day in Yangon, but my
wife also has a job earning K4000 at
the same site”

Ko Htay Lwin is one of a growing
number of farm labourers giving up on
life in the regions for the draw of the
big city. And as Myanmar’s economy
booms, more and more people are
drawn by Yangon’s higher salaries, leav-
ing the agricultural industry short of
experienced workers.

U Thein Aung owns 50 farmed
acres in Danuphyu town in Ayerwady
Region. He said the exodus by labour-
ers from his town has increased in scale
over the last few years.

“In 2012, maybe 25 percent of farm
labourers moved to another area, but
by 2013 half of farm labourers had
disappeared,” he said. “Since the be-
ginning of 2014, I'd say 75 percent are
gone.”

“Farmers with their own land are
getting further into debt. How can they
find labourers to hire?” he said.

U Thein Aung raised his wages from
K70,000 to K100,000 per month over
the last two years, but still is having
trouble finding labour.

“During the beginning of the grow-
ing season, farmers had to make do
with fewer labourers. But when it’s time
for paddy transport and harvesting, it’s
very hard to find the right amount of
labour;” he said.

Farmers have faced labour short-
ages since 2011, but it has accelerated
this year, according to U Thein Aung,
chair of the Freedom Farmers League,
which claims 400,000 members in
Ayerwaddy, Bago, Yangon, Mandalay
and Sagaing regions.

Cyclone Nargis in 2008 caused dev-
astation in Myanmar’s prime rice grow-
ing regions, heavily disrupting farmers
and placing downward pressure on
wages as farmers struggled to cut costs
and rebuild their businesses, he said.

Many labourers were unable to
survive on the small wages provided
by farmers, and consequently left for
urban areas and potentially more lu-
crative jobs as vendors or construction
workers, particularly as economic ac-
tivity sped up in the cities following the
reforms of President U Thein Sein.

Up to 3 million Myanmar people
also left for neighbouring countries
such as Thailand and Malaysia.

Farmers say they are adapting to
new labour realities, and are looking
for solutions to these shortages.

U Soe Tun, secretary of the Myanmar
Rice Federation (MRF) and chair of the
Myanmar Farmer Association (MFA),
said he thinks increased mechanisation
can take over for the labour shortage.

Although more use of machines like
tractors and combine harvesters can

THOUSAND

K5.5

Wages Ko Htay Lwin says he earns
working construction in Yangon,
compared to K3500 as a farm labourer

Farmers drive tractors in front of a man using tradltlonal oxen for farming. Photo Staff

boost rice farming, there are a number
of hurdles.

“The main requirement to make
mechanised farming a success is fi-
nancing,” he said. “At present there’s no
organisation providing proper support
to farmers to buy machinery. But farm
labour shortages are becoming a bigger
problem for the country.”

An MFA survey showed that 80pc
of Myanmar farmers have small-scale
tractors at a cost between K550,000
and K2 million. But they are lacking
combine harvests, used in harvesting
and threshing, which can significantly
reduce the amount of labour. Combines
often sell for a minimum of K25 mil-
lion, however.

Many farmers have made the move
to mechanisation by selling their cattle
and oxen. With one animal fetching K1
million, a sale of a cow or oxen is often

enough to buy a cheaper tractor and set-
tle debt. Although tractors are relatively
cheap, it would take selling 25 cattle or
oxen to purchase a combine, meaning a
different method of financing combines
is generally required.

The MRF and MFA will set up 18
farm machinery centres in the country
as part of its plan to increase mechani-
sation, but U Soe Tun said the centres
alone will not be enough to affect na-
tionwide change.

“We need effort from concerned
stakeholders like the government to
make mechanised farming a success,’
he said. Although U Soe Tun has no
doubt the future of Myanmar’s farm-
ing is mechanised, he said he does not
know how long it will take to achieve.

‘Women also traditionally make up a
large labour pool in rural areas, though
they are increasingly finding urban

work in factory jobs and the garment
sector.

“Farmers are seriously suffering
from a labour shortage,” said U Soe
Tun.

U Thein Aung said farmers are look-
ing for adequate, long-term lending
and low interest rates to buy machin-
ery. Current rates are often too high
and terms too short to enable equip-
ment purchases.

A number of attempts to push for
mechanised farming took place in the
past, though they were not entirely suc-
cessful for a number of reasons.

U Soe Tun said that as long as labour
was abundant there were few reasons
to mechanise. “Labour is becoming
rare and expensive, and cattle became
scarce after Nargis. Farmers need more
machinery, and that requires adequate
financial support to be successful.”
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Building up a
banked people

SU PHYO
WIN

suphyo1990@dgmail.com

THE vast unbanked populations of
Myanmar deserves to be able to access
financial services, according to experts.

Although less than 5 percent of
the population currently has bank ac-
counts, a roadmap developed under
the auspices of the Ministry of Finance
is calling for banked rates of over 30pc
by 2020.

Deputy Minister of Finance U
Maung Maung Thein said that while
the goal is to provide access to financial
services and insurance to everyone in
Myanmar, there are logical supply and
demand barriers.

Speaking at a May 22-23 Finan-
cial Inclusion Roadmap Conference in
Nay Pyi Taw, he said more needs to be
done to extend banking, with 2.6 bil-
lion worldwide with no banking access
and 5.9 million in Myanmar with access
only to unregulated financial services.

A FinScope survey in May 2013
shows that less than 5 percent of My-
anmar’s adults have a bank account,
though the income of people with bank
accounts is on average 2.1 times that of
the unbanked.

“We can call the people of Myanmar
cash lovers, as only about 4.8 percent
have bank accounts, while 91.5pc of the
US and 75pc of Thailand are using bank
accounts,” said Hennie Bester, director
of non-profit Centre for Financial Regu-
lation and Inclusion (Cenfri).

Some 62pc of surveyed adults had
no savings, with 17pc saying they saved
through storing gold and other valu-
ables in secret places.

Many Myanmar people are reluctant
to save in banks and instead purchase
jewellery and gold to store value. Mr
Bester said this limits the opportunity
for banks in turn to lend money and
fuel economic development.

“It’s really important to have savings
from some and loans to others to pro-
vide investment and create job oppor-
tunities,” he said.

Savings are particularly limited for
those with low income. Some 27pc of
survey respondents earned no income
and relied on someone else, while 30pc
earned income through farming, 5pc
as full time farm workers, 11pc through
informal business, and only about 40pc
earned regular income.

Myanma Microfinance Supervisory
Enterprise general manager U Win
Aung said a roadmap being put togeth-
er under the auspices of the Ministry of
Finance aims to create an action plan
for extending financial services to the
unbanked.

The aim is to increase banking rates
to between 30 and 40pc of the popula-
tion by 2020. Easing borrowing and
credit restrictions for the unbanked is
the main priority, particularly as up to
59pc of lending currently comes from
local informal money lenders.

The roadmap focuses on a number
of areas including increasing electronic
options, providing more low-cost sav-
ings vehicles, extending the availability
of savings accounts, promoting agri-
cultural credit, increasing unsecured
credit, growing the insurance market
and providing insurance for credit ex-
tensions and agricultural producers.

Part of the plan to promote financial
services is to protect deposits through a
strong legal framework, Central Bank of
Myanmar monetary management de-
partment director general Daw Sandar
0o told The Myanmar Times.
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A surveyor works at
Thilawa SEZ. Three
Japanese firms -
Mitsubishi, Marubeni
and Sumitomo
Corporations - began
sales of leasehold rights
for the SEZ in Japan on
May 19, according to a
press release. Thilawa
SEZ is 51 percent owned
by Myanmar and 49pc
by Japan, and its Class
A area is set for a 2015
completion. Photo:
Zarni Phyo

Capital Diamond Star Group receives
honour from World Economic Forum

MYAT NOE 00
myatnoe.mcmf@gmail.com

DOMESTIC conglomerate Capital Dia-
mond Star Group (CDSG) is one of the
first Myanmar companies to be chosen
as a Global Growth Company by the
World Economic Forum (WEF), ac-
cording to David Aikman, head of new
champions at the WEF.

Firms are selected based on their
leadership potential in the global
economy, with criteria evaluating the
firm’s market position, leadership,
business model and growth rates, a
WETF statement said.

“Capital Diamond Star Group is a

dynamic group with clear potential to
shape the future in its relevant busi-
ness sectors,” Mr Aikman said in the
statement.

The group operates 13 Myanmar
business entities in a variety of sectors,
including a number of well-known
brands.

It operates two Capital Hypermarts,
- in Yangon and in Nay Pyi Taw - Gems
Garden Condominium, Capital Life
insurance, and is involved in the sale
of a variety of products including rice,
maize, Premier coffee, Diamond Star
flour, and Ford vehicles. The firm also
claims more than 5500 employees.

Capital Diamond Star Group chief

financial officer Lim Chong Chong
said inclusion in the selective group
will assist the firm with achieving its
long-term vision to be a major region-
al enterprise.

“It will support our aim to be the
preferred business partner of choice
among foreign companies seeking op-
portunities in Myanmar;” he said.

Headed by prominent businessman
U Ko Ko Gyi, the firm said it is now part
of a select community of companies
honoured by the WEF, including 360
members from 70 countries.

Myanmar’s Caterpillar dealer Myan
Shwe Pyi Tractors was also selected to
join the group.
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ower firms race for mobile coverage

JEREMY
MULLINS

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

A MASSIVE rollout of telecoms in-
frastructure has begun ahead of the
anticipated launch of mobile phone
service by Ooredoo and Telenor later
this year.

Both foreign mobile operators agreed
to coverage targets and timetables as
part of the licensing process, and both
have turned to independent companies
to construct the towers that will hold
their equipment and provide coverage.

Tower company representatives say
that while much of the technology itself
is not new, there are unique challenges
from the scale of the build and working
with Myanmar’s regulatory process.

“The little difference here is we're
trying to build more towers more
quickly than any company has ever at-
tempted,” said William Pollack, a senior
official at independent tower company
Apollo Towers Myanmar.

Telenor has selected Apollo as one
of its tower companies, with an initial
agreement to build and operate 1001
separate towers. Apollo must secure
property leases for the site, receive gov-
ernment approval for its construction,
and then build the tower. While the
operator puts and runs its own equip-
ment on the structure, Apollo is also re-

“This is a bellwether
for the opening of
the country.’

William Pollack
Apollo Towers

sponsible for powering the site and its
continued upkeep.

All of Apollo’s towers are designed
to hold more than one operator’s equip-
ment. Although the firm has signed an
agreement with Telenor, it expects to
host equipment from other operators as
well as firms not providing cell coverage
but using other technologies.

Constructing towers is not cheap.
Apollo pegs one tower at about
US$100,000, though this can be lower
if it is hosted on top of a building. With
thousands of towers to be built in My-
anmar, costs add up quickly.

Mark Robinson, senior consultant at
Herbert Smith Freehills legal firm, said
that separating tower firms and opera-
tors allows them to concentrate on their
strengths - tower companies can focus
on securing leases and building towers,
and mobile operators can focus on gain-
ing subscribers.

Myanmar’s operators have also
promised tower sharing with their com-
petitors. Industry insiders say there will
likely be little sharing at first, but it will
pick up as coverage expands.

Mr Robinson said that it is impor-
tant for mobile operators to be the first
providing coverage in a given area.

“Even if youre a bit behind your
competitor on a rollout, you can be a
mile behind in terms of business,” he
said. Mobile users are often reluctant
to change to a new service provider,
and it can take months or years to
make up lost ground if a firm enters
an area late.

Telenor Myanmar CEO Petter Furb-
erg said earlier this month that Tel-
enor’s partners are investing in towers,
with Telenor in turn paying monthly
rental fees for the services.

“The model is changing from being
heavy CAPEX [capital expenditure] up
front to being long-term OPEX [opera-
tional expenditure] heavy,” he said.

“That means that the overall profit-
ability of a mobile investment doesn’t
necessarily change, but the profile of

how cash flows are developing is differ-
ent from the first time Telenor came to
Asiain 1996

In addition to Apollo, Telenor has
also signed an agreement with Irrawad-
dy Green Technology.

Although tower rollouts have been
completed in many countries around
the world, Mr Pollack said there are
some challenges in Myanmar.

Receiving local approval to con-
struct the towers is currently a con-
straint. While Apollo has a national
licence to operate, they also need local
permissions for each individual tower,
which can take time.

“Those boards are being very care-
ful - as they should be - to make sure
we've done all our homework,” said Mr
Pollock. “They need to know what we’re
putting on top of the building and that

the building’s not going to fall down.”

“They’re asking for lots and lots of
information. It’s not progressing, in
some areas, quite as quickly as we’d
hoped ... but it is happening, and you're
going to see steel going up. And it’s hap-
pening with the proper permissions in
place”

In an email to The Myanmar Times
earlier this month, Ooredoo CEO Ross
Cormack said land registration and
obtaining permits are the “the biggest
challenge” to building towers, though
added the firm was receiving support
and confident of reaching its goals.

The government has also moved to
ensure the legal framework is in place
to allow tower companies.

Myanmar’s tower companies are
able to get a separate Network Facility
Service Class licence to operate under

the October 2013 Telecoms Law, which
is distinct from other types of licences
granted to others in the industry, ac-
cording to Mr Robinson. The rules gov-
erning the sector have also mostly been
finalised.

Apollo’s Mr Pollack said there is
a lot riding on the construction of
towers and the start of service. Not
only will mobile service improve in
Myanmar, but the country is also
sending a signal that is a reasonable
place for international companies
to invest.

“This is a bellwether for the open-
ing of the country,” he said.

“It takes two to tango. This is
both the country saying, ‘We’re open
for business in a very tangible way,
and companies saying, ‘Okay, we’re

9%

willing to come here.

Who'’s building the towers?

Apollo Towers

Engaged in construction, management
and leasing of telecoms infrastructure
to Myanmar operators, Apollo Tow-
ers has signed an agreement with
Telenor to build 1001 towers. The Sin-
gapore company is chaired by former
Orange CEO Sanjiv Ahuja. The firm
also received a US$40 million invest-
ment from American firm TPG Capital
in April, though most of the funding
comes from the chair and company.

Irrawaddy Green Technology

A joint venture between Indian
tower firm Quippo Telecom and
Middle Eastern firm Golden Towers,
Irawaddy Green Technology plans to
build and manage 2000 towers for
Telenor, according to an interview
by a company official with industry
website Teleanalysis.com.

Pan Asia Towers
A licenced firm in Myanmar, Pan Asia

Towers’ shareholders began in the tow-
er business 25 years ago, operating in
international markets including Brazil,
Indonesia, Mexico and the US.

They have provided shared infra-
structure for mobile telecommunica-
tions operators, including implement-
ing over 25,000 telecommunication
tower sites worldwide.

Pan Asia is currently rolling out in
Myanmar as an independent tower
company.

Myanmar Tower Company

A joint venture between Digicel Group
and Yoma Strategic Holdings, the firm
entered an agreement with Ooredoo
to build and lease towers in Decem-
ber 2013, according to a press release.
Digicel, which claims to be the largest
operator in the Caribbean, was one of
91 initial bidders for a Myanmar opera-
tor licence, while Yoma is a Singapore-
listed, Myanmar-focused firm chaired
by prominent entrepreneur Serge Pun.

Myanma Posts and |
Telecommunications
(MPT)

Earlier this month MPT
officials said they had
selected Japanese firm
KDDI as their joint ven-
ture partner. Industry
insiders say they expect
MPT to expand their own
coverage to counter the
foreign competition.
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IFC looks

at financing
burgeoning
tower sector

JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7@gmail.com
THOMAS KEAN
tdkean(@gmail.com

THE International Finance Corpora-
tion (IFC) intends to invest in Myan-
mar’s mobile tower industry, keen on
the economic and financial benefits
the sector will bring to the country, ac-
cording to IFC resident representative
Vikram Kumar.

While improved mobile connectiv-
ity will generate additional business
activity, there are also direct advan-
tages for Myanmar firms.

“There’s a huge spill-over effect
from tower companies,” he said. “They
contract local construction companies
who contract local supply companies
who hire locally.”

Mr Kumar said the IFC is in dis-
cussions with tower companies about
supporting their investments plans
over the medium term. The IFC is
also keen to see a local Myanmar
tower company, possibly in the next
round of tower building expected
next year, he said.

‘It’s important

to make sure

no shortage of
capital holds back
development.

Vikram Kumar
International Finance Corporation

“It’s important to make sure no
shortage of capital holds back develop-
ment. The World Bank Group is fully
committed that nothing holds back
telecoms,” he said.

“Commercial banks are uncomfort-
able with Myanmar risk, especially
when it comes to long term project
financing,” he said.

To counter this, tower companies
today envisage structuring their bor-
rowing in a manner allowing commer-
cial banks to get repaid outside the
country, while at the same time being
able to utilise the funds to pay for local
expenses like labour and cement.

The IFC does not compete with
commercial banks, and over the com-
ing years, would like to promote more
long term on-shore financing in My-
anmar, where commercial lenders
become more comfortable taking on
Myanmar risk, he said.

Mr Kumar said it would ultimately
be up to private firms to decide how to
arrange their financing.

Edwin Vanderbruggen, a partner
at legal advisory firm VDB Loi, earlier
this month said there was no legal
reason why international commercial
banks and institutions could not pro-
vide financing immediately. While few
financing deals have yet been imple-
mented in Myanmar, he said several
are currently in preparation.

“The laws are in place to do this,
but the process is untested which is
what has deterred lenders up to now,”
he said.

“[But] for the right project, we are
seeing a keen interest from commercial
lenders in real estate, infrastructure
and power. The legal framework has
been updated in 2013, and the govern-
ment is generally speaking very cooper-
ative in facilitating foreign investment.”

Updating Myanmar’s bilateral and
multilateral investment treaties could
help to encourage commercial lending
from abroad, he said.

Moving the online
motor market forward

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com

INTERNET firms are attempting to
promote online car sales in Myanmar,
though some say consumers are slow to
take up online vehicle retailing.

With new brands and models enter-
ing Myanmar every day, proponents of
an online auto marketplace say it allows
for customers to conveniently browse a
wide range of vehicles.

“The main advantages for an online
car market are the multiple brands on
offer and making sure the correct docu-
ments are available for customers,” said
Erwin Sikma, managing director of
Rocket Internet Myanmar, the Germa-
ny-based firm beind several Myanmar
websites, including motors.com.mm.

Mr Sikma pointed to strong growth
in the domestic car market expected
over the next few years as a reason for
optimism for the market.

Motors.com.mm is one of five Rock-
et Internet websites in Myanmar. Estab-
lished in Myanmar in 2012, the website
lists over 5000 units, claiming 70 per-
cent of showrooms and dealers list their
vehicles on the website. The firm also
plans to extend to Mandalay and Nay
Pyi Taw showrooms.

The business allows customers to

search vehicles and see the photos on-
line without a need to visit multiple
showroom. If interested, they can then
contact the showroom through the
website to buy the car.

Although much of the world has in-
creasingly turned to online buying and
selling, car dealers say it has been slow
establishing the country’s online mar-
ketplace.

Shwe Ba Ho Auto offi-
cial Ko Nyi Nyi Zaw said
he has been showing &
cars from the firm on ‘¢
the website for several
years, but with little online
sales success.

Although cus-
tomers from
around the
country .
have con-
tacted him
by phone
after vis-
iting the
website,
he has not
yet sold cars tobuy-
ers who explicitly ¢
say they found him
through the website.

However, he said
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Travel Period

YANGON OFFICE : 01 860 4036

that some customers may have found
his cars online and not informed him.

“In my opinion, the online car mar-
ket is not yet well developed,” he said.

U Kyaw Nyunt from Thiri Mingalar
car dealers said a common complaint
was that online car prices are being
marked up in Myanmar with the hopes
that online buyers would spend more,
resulting in perceptions that online
cars are more expensive than at sales
lots and showrooms - the opposite situ-
ation to much of the world.

Still, officials from motors.com.mm
said there is a large opportunity to grow
online sales, as e-commerce takes hold
in Myanmar.

The site is seeing increased
traffic and the online future
looks strong. With expected
improvements to Myan-
mar’s internet connections
and penetration rates,

the opportunity to

) ,ﬁop online will

ey continue  to

Ly 8row, accord-

.9  ing to motors.

Y com.mm coun-
try manager Sascha Wolk.

— Photo: Mr Sascha Wolk
speaks at a press confer-
ence. By Zarni Phyo

State firm
seeks foreign
fuel partner

MYANMAR Petroleum Products Enter-
prise (MPPE) has invited expressions of
interest for a joint venture partner in
the domestic jet fuel business.

MPPE is the sole distributor of jet
fuel in Myanmar, but would like to im-
prove its capacity, said U Myint Zaw, an
MPPE director.

“Importing, sale and distribution
of jet fuel needs to be updated. We are
presently not capable of doing this busi-
ness in accordance with international
standards. We also have to update the
service of this business,” he said

“This tender is the very first stage of
reforming the MPPE. The next step will
be setting up a joint-venture partner-
ship with a selected foreign company,”
he added.

Under the rules governing the ten-
der, the joint venture firm will still be
majority-owned by MPPE. Myanmar’s
government is in the process of privatis-
ing many state-owned enterprises. VDB
Loi law firm will handle the joint ven-
ture process.

The joint venture will focus on Yan-
gon airport first, before expanding to 10
more airports, according to a document
outlining the tender posted to the Min-
istry of Energy’s website.

U Myint Zaw would not provide any
details about MPPE’s revenue.

- Aung Shin
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that HINO JIDOSHA KABUSHIKI
KAISHA (also trading as Hino Motors, Ltd.) a company orga-
nized under the laws of Japan and having its principal office at
1-1, Hinodai 3-Chome, Hino-Shi, Tokyo, Japan is the owner and
sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. I1V/14286/2013)
HNINO

(Reg: No. IV/14287/2013)

The above two trademark are in respect of :-

“Anti-freezing liquid; brake fluid; power steering fluid; LLC
(long life coolant)” Int. Class: 1

“Engine oils; gear oils; greases for automobiles” Int. Class: 4
“Repair or maintenance of automobiles” Int. Class: 37

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trade-
marks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with ac-
cording to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for HINO JIDOSHA KABUSHIKI KAISHA
(also trading as Hino Motors, Ltd.)

P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 26" May, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SCOOT PTE. LTD. a company
organized under the laws of Singapore and having its principal
office at 25 Airline Road, Airline House, Singapore 819829 is the
owner and sole proprietor of the following trademarks-

SCOOT
(Reg: No. IV/14931/2013)

in respect of :- Class 25 “Clothing, headgear; t-shirts; socks; shirts;
hats; caps; swimwear; sweaters; jackets; tracksuits; ties; aprons;
headbands; jerseys; jumpers and knitwear; shawls; vests; visors
[hats]; and raincoats.”

Class 28 “Games; toys; card games; board games; chess games;
checkers games; model toys; model aeroplanes (toys or playthings);
plush toys; party novelty hats; balloons; balls; sporting articles (other
than clothing); teddy bears; kites; puppets.”

Class 36 “Insurance; brokerage of insurance; insurance underwriting;
insurance services relating to aviation; insurance services relating to
goods; insurance services relating to property; insurance underwriting;
motor vehicle insurance services; personal insurance services;
processing of insurance claims; provision of holiday insurance;
accident insurance underwriting; transit insurance brokerage; transit
insurance underwriting; travel insurance; information, advisory and
consultancy services relating to the aforesaid services.”

Class 39 “Air travel services; airline services; aircraft chartering;
passenger transport; travel agency services; booking and reservation of
travel services including booking and reservation services for holidays
and tours; tourist travel information services; sight seeing tour and
cruise arranging services; package holiday travel reservation services;
air travel and transportation services with frequent flyer programmes,
incentive programmes, membership privileges and loyalty recognition
programmes including supply of priority boarding, check-in, seating
and reservation services and ticket upgrades; air cargo transport
services; luggage storage services; handling of baggage and cargo;
car hire services; all included in Class 39.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademarks
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for SCOOT PTE. LTD.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 26" May, 2014
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SEBASTIAN PAWLITA
sebastian@pwplegal.com
ZIN MYO AUNG
zinmyo(dpwplegal.com

FOREIGN investment in Myan-
mar’s power sector is still compara-
tively small, but is expected to grow
against the background of signifi-
cant undersupply of electricity. It is
understood that several measures
are in the pipeline to increase in-
vestors’ confidence and their ability
to make reliable financial forecasts
from an early stage.

Prospective producers of elec-
tricity have to negotiate a power
purchase agreement with Myanmar
Electric Power Enterprise. There is
presently no standard agreement. As
the power purchase agreement is ne-
gotiated at a relatively late stage of
the investment procedure, the inves-
tor goes without reliable data at first.
It is, however, expected that an of-
ficial template with standard terms
and conditions will be published this
year, injecting more predictability
into the system.

Foreign companies can partici-
pate in Myanmar’s power sector in
several ways. They can, for example,
sell a turnkey power plant to the
Ministry of Electric Power. This has
the advantage that the investor is
not bothered with the price of elec-
tricity, can make an early exit and
does not have to worry about the
risks and commitments of operating

THE MYANMAR TIMES MAY 26 - JUNE 1, 2014

The Fine Print

Investing in Myanmar’s
growing power sector

power plants.

Similarly, companies that only
sell equipment or provide services
have a comparatively small risk pro-
file. They are usually not required to
incorporate a company within My-
anmar and usually do not need an
MIC permit.

When negotiating agreements
with the Ministry of Electric Power,
its departments or enterprises, for-
eign investors have to bear in mind
that these agreements have to be
reviewed by the Attorney General’s
Office.

The amount of time required
depends on how complicated and
novel the agreement is. If the inves-
tor is happy to accept a template that
the government has already used in
past transactions, the review should
be done with quickly, if it is not dis-
pensed with altogether. However,
these templates may not be as accu-
rate as the foreign investor may wish
the contract to be.

Foreign investors should be care-
ful with tax clauses. They are often
not drawn up by experts from the
Ministry of Finance, but by officers
from the Ministry of Electric Power
who may not have a thorough under-
standing of Myanmar’s tax laws.

Foreign investors cannot rely on
a tax clause that provides for more
advantages than what is in the law.
They are well-advised to consult
with a tax expert in Myanmar in or-
der to avoid expensive and unpleas-

ant surprises later. At the very least,
the contract should be reviewed by
the tax department of the investor’s
headquarters.

As such, Myanmar tax laws are
not radically different from those
in other jurisdictions, so if your tax
department finds a clause strange
or difficult to understand, this is a
cause for alarm.

Foreign investors with an appe-
tite for more risk and commitment
may set up a power plant in order to
operate it. This may be a BOT project
- either with or without a local joint
venture partner - or a joint venture
with one of the state-owned enter-
prises under the Ministry of Electric
Power.

As a general rule, the investor
first has to submit an expression of
interest, sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the Ministry and
complete a feasibility study. There-
after, the framework agreement and
other contracts such as the power
purchase agreement and the lease
agreement are negotiated. The inves-
tor furthermore has to submit an ap-
plication for an MIC permit through
the ministry and incorporate the
project company in Myanmar.

Nowadays, Myanmar power pro-
jects are usually awarded out of a
tender procedure.

Sebastian Pawlita and Zin Myo Aung
are consultants with Polastri Wint &
Partners Legal & Tax Advisors.

Ooredoo places first Mandalay test call

KYAY MOHN WIN
kyaymonewinfdgmail.com

MOBILE operator Ooredoo has suc-
cessfully made its first test call in
Mandalay on its 3G network.

The call between two handsets us-
ing an Ooredoo SIM card was made
in front of the media on May 19 and,
although they did not attempt a vid-
eo call at the event, that will also be
available to customers, Ooredoo said.

“We successfully tested a 3G mo-
bile call in Mandalay. Although the

construction of mobile networking in
Mandalay hasn’t been accomplished
so far, it will be finished very soon,”
said John Farhat, Ooredoo’s chief
technology and information officer.

“We have planned to erect hun-
dreds of mobile towers in the com-
ing years in Mandalay, but we need
the help of regional government, en-
terprises and locals. The more help
we get, the quicker we can do it,” he
added.

Mr Farhat confirmed Ooredoo is
discussing with Myanma Posts and

Telecommunications (MPT) whether
customers will face additional charg-
es when they call an MPT line from
an Ooredoo phone.

Ooredoo successfully tested its
network in Yangon in April, and also
has plans to make test calls in Nay Pyi
Taw.

Ooredoo has not publicly revealed
a date for its service launch, but it is
expected in the coming months. They
received their licence at the end of
January 2014.

— Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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BEIJING

Death the
verdict for
Chinese
tycoon in
graft case

A CHINESE court convicted a min-
ing billionaire said to have links with
former security tsar Zhou Yongkang of
murder and sentenced him to death on
May 23.

Liu Han led private company Han-
long, which once launched a billion-
dollar bid for an Australian firm. He
and his brother Liu Wei were found
guilty of “organising and leading a
mafia-style group”, murder and other
crimes, the Xianning Intermediate
People’s Court said.

They and three accomplices were
sentenced to death.

The Liu brothers’ gang, based in
the southwestern province of Sichuan,
killed eight people and wounded many
others over nearly 20 years, the court
said in a posting on China’s Twitter-like
Sina Weibo.

“Liu Han and Liu Wei had ex-
tremely malicious intentions, their
acts were exceptionally atrocious,
their social influences were extremely
vile and their crimes and the conse-
quences were extremely serious,” it
said. “They should be severely pun-
ished according to the law”

‘Liu Han and Liu
Wei had extremely
malicious intentions
... they should be
severely punished.

Court posting on Sina Weibo

Another 31 accused were given pen-
alties ranging from suspended death
sentences to three years in jail, state
media said.

Sichuan is one of the power bases
of Zhou Yongkang, who once enjoyed
vast power as China’s security chief but
is now at the centre of rumours about
a corruption investigation. He has not
been seen in public for months.

The influential business magazine
Caixin has reported that Liu Han once
had dealings with a businessman be-
lieved to be Mr Zhou’s son. State media
have also hinted that the gang had con-
nections to central government officials.

The verdicts suggest officials are
building a case against Zhou Yongkang,
said Zhang Ming, a political scientist at
Renmin University in Beijing.

Senior party leaders “don’t want to
punish Zhou Yongkang as a political
case, but as a corruption case. Although
it could be hard to find evidence against
him,” he added.

Scores of people with connections to
Mr Zhou have reportedly been detained
in recent months, though it is uncertain
if he will face trial.

The Beijing News previously quoted
a friend of Liu Han as saying that he
spent “huge amount of money” to get to
know a “leader” in 2001 and from then
“rapidly expanded his business to other
provinces and foreign countries”

Mr Zhou was the party boss of Si-
chuan from 1999 to 2002 before he was
promoted to China’s all-powerful Polit-
buro Standing Committee.

If the investigation into him is con-
firmed, it would mark the first time in
decades that such a high-ranking figure
has been targeted in a formal inquiry,
a move that would send shockwaves
through China’s political elite. — AFP
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Worth supporting small business

NYAN
LYNN pE

AUNG »
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29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

IT is easy to talk about developing My-
anmar’s SMEs. After all, everyone wants
to support the little guy. There is also a
clear economic case to developing a
more robust SME sector, with some 69
percent of Myanmar’s domestic busi-
ness being generated by SMEs.

President U Thein Sein promoted
further development for the SME sector
during his opening address at the 24"
ASEAN Summit in Nay Pyi Taw on May
11, stressing its importance for the coun-
try and calling for the establishment of
the ASEAN SME Development Fund as
outlined in the ASEAN Economic Com-
munity blueprint. But there were few
concrete details about how to achieve a
more robust SME sector.

As 2014’s ASEAN chair, Myanmar
has an opportunity to tackle issues
preventing further SME development,
which is an important issue for all ASE-
AN member countries. SMEs account
for more than 96 percent of enterprises
across the regional bloc, and between
50 and 85pc of domestic employment
across the 10 ASEAN members, accord-
ing to the bloc’s website.

There are few other sectors with
so much potential to directly raise liv-
ing standards for Myanmar’s people,
yet with SMEs encompassing such a
wide range of activities it is often dif-
ficult to nail down exact actions that
need to be taken.

Ministry of National Planning and
Economic Development (MNPED)
deputy director general U Than Htut
said getting a grasp of the sector is dif-
ficult. The ministry is planning to con-
duct a survey of SMEs to fix some exist-
ing data gaps, and ultimately improve
decision-making.

“We are prepared to boost the pri-
vate sector and basic infrastructure for
SME development,” said MNPED depu-
ty minister Daw Lai Lai Thein.

SME representatives say access to
capital is one of the main concerns.
Myanmar has only one dedicated bank
for SME lending, state-run Small and
Medium Industrial Development Bank
(SMIDB). One bank alone is not enough
to solve access to capital problems.

Myanmar’s microfinance industry is
also in comparatively early stages of de-
velopment. While it has the potential to
provide large amounts of future financ-
ing, too many people still turn to unreg-
ulated, informal village money-lenders.

U Zaw Min Win, chair of the Myan-
mar Industries Association, said previ-
ously that bank restrictions on what
constitutes collateral and low lending

A hawker sells shoes. Photo: Staff

limits also stymied SME development.

Although many SMEs are clamour-
ing for more capital, it is also not clear
that smaller firms have the capacity to
make use of capital for cutting-edge
technology. It is an increasingly glo-
balised world, brought in no small part
by ASEAN’s plan to lower trade barri-
ers by the end of 2015 as part of its Eco-
nomic Community. Myanmar’s SMEs
will face more foreign competition us-
ing advanced techniques, and it is im-
portant the country can respond.

“We often can’t use modern tech-
niques because it’s too expensive for our

businesses,” said U Myint Soe, chair of
the Myanmar Garment Association.

“But we have to fight competition
on the regional market, particularly
with quality control and market ac-
cess,” he said.

Statistics from the Central Depart-
ment of SME Development show there
are about 100,000 registered, though
many more have not registered, and the
number is likely around 300,000. Given
their importance to Myanmar and the
rest of ASEAN, President U Thein Sein
is right to prioritise SMEs. The devil,
naturally, is in the details.
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Inclusion promoted with
community development

AXEL VAN TROTSENBURG

IN the last few years Myanmar has
embarked on an exciting and yet
challenging transition of its political,
economic and social systems. The
international community, including
the World Bank Group, has been
keen to support the country in this
new phase of history.

Much progress has been made
but major challenges remain in lift-
ing millions of people out of poverty
and creating an inclusive, participa-
tory society. The economy has been
doing relatively well, but further
transformation will be needed to
create the growth and job opportu-
nities to allow all people in Myan-
mar to fully participate in a dynamic
economy.

When one visits Yangon and the
other major cities, one gets a sense
of the changes that are happening.
But what about people living out of
the public eye and outside of the me-
dia coverage?

This month I visited Chin State, a
sparsely populated, very remote area
about 650 Kkilometres (400 miles)
northwest of Yangon. It is the poorest
state in Myanmar, with a poverty rate
of more than 70 percent. It took a six-
hour drive from Bagan Nyaung Oo
Airport to reach Kanpetlet Township.
The purpose of my visit was to see
firsthand how several of the poorest
villages are implementing a commu-
nity-driven development (CDD) pro-
gram launched one-and-a-half years
ago, with US$80 million in World
Bank funding. The goal of this pro-
gram is to support projects identified
by the communities to improve their
lives, including repairing schools, wa-
ter supply systems and roads, as well
as installing solar lights in public
buildings and streets. The strength of
the program is that it puts citizens at
the center of decision-making. This
empowerment encourages active
participation by citizens. Implemen-

tation is completely transparent and
participatory, with full accountability
ensured.

The amazing and very encour-
aging news is that this approach is
working. People have been longing
to shape their lives in these poor
communities and this project is
showing that they are actively seiz-
ing the opportunity. One village el-
der told me that this was the first
time in his entire life he was able to
say what was important for him and
his community. For the first time, he
feels he has a voice in his commu-
nity’s future.

The village elder and others like
him are providing the first evidence
of the positive impact of the national
CDD program in Chin State. Alto-
gether, several hundred people in the
villages surrounding Kanpelet town-
ship are among the first to participate
in this community-driven develop-
ment project. In going through the
process of selecting the right project,
there were meetings to discuss the
many competing demands. In the
end, the men and women of affected
villages decided to build what would
improve their daily lives the most: a
foot path, allowing them to make a

shortcut to town; a water supply sys-
tem; and a new roof for a dilapidated
primary school. When I visited these
villages, I saw impressive proof of the
real benefits that community-driven
development projects can bring to
one of the poorest areas of the coun-
try. People are investing in their fu-
ture and changing their lives for the
better.

The challenge now is how to
quickly scale up this approach, so
that many more poor communities
can shape their own future with a
little help from outside the com-
munity. The objective is to support
CDD projects in 15 poor rural town-
ships - one in each of the 14 states
and regions, plus the Union Terri-
tory - benefitting 3000 villages,
which are home to approximately
2.5 million people in Myanmar. This
empowerment process will not only
be key to shaping the prospects of
these poor communities but it will
be important in helping Myanmar
develop its most important re-
source, its human capital.

Axel van Trotsenburg is vice president
for East Asia and the Pacific Region at
the World Bank.
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The intricacies of expat
medical insurance

ANDREW WOOD
enquiriesmyanmar(dfsplatinum.com

LAST week we looked at arranging
medical insurance for yourself and your
family while you are resident in Myan-
mar. Currently this is available only via
international companies who will cover
you in various areas around the world.
Thus such insurance gives you true in-
ternational cover and can be arranged
by professional advisors in Myanmar.

One of the key aspects of these inter-
national products is that they will offer
medical evacuation to the nearest place
where treatment is available if the facili-
ties in Myanmar or another country are
inadequate for the complaint.

It is a well-known fact that, although
there are some very capable medical
facilities and personnel in the country,
these are unable to cope with some is-
sues and may require medical evacua-
tion to places like Bangkok or Singapore.

It is not just a question of getting to
another place but making the necessary
arrangements to ensure transport is
available and equipped for the patient,
permits are secured for air travel on an
air ambulance, reception at the destina-
tion, transport is arranged to the air-
port in Myanmar and from the airport
at the destination. The hospital also
needs to be ready for you. While these
are obvious details, when you are faced
with an emergency situation it will be
an arduous task to take care of all this
for a stranger to such processes.

One of the questions I am often
asked is how the system works for
claims. Some expats are concerned that
there might be a substantial bill com-
ing, and they have to foot this before
they are reimbursed. The situation of-
ten differs depending on circumstances.

If you find yourself in a position
where you require a scheduled opera-
tion and have time to plan for this then
a pre-authorisation may be obtained
from the insurance company to pay the
hospital directly. This means you will
not have to pay any cash, except the de-
ductible on your claim, if there is one.

Insurers also issue membership
cards so that medical staff can contact

insurers in the case of an emergency
where you are admitted unexpectedly.
Hospitals in places like Bangkok have
insurance departments whose sole job
is to ensure that their patients’ claims
are catered for.

In Myanmar this is likely quite a
long way off yet. Eventually this will
become an automatic facility but for
now each claim needs to be dealt with
individually. International insurers are
certainly approaching local hospitals to
start these “direct billing” facilities.

One of the common issues which
seems to affect expats is getting the
right coverage. There are a number of
insurance companies who are prepared
to cover expats in Myanmar all offering
different types of policy.

Do not be fooled by the thought that
each company offers exactly the same
thing for differing prices. There are a
variety of schemes available on the mar-
ket with different pricing structures.

Some of the cheaper policies may im-
pose lower overall limits of cover. Typi-
cal insurance ranges from US$500,000
to $2m per annum. You will also run
across the odd scheme which looks very
cost-economical by comparison. But
these may state that the maximum they
will pay for each procedure is limited to
their specified upper limit. This is often
well below the actual cost and you can
end up paying for much of the treat-
ment yourself.

As a guide the best type of cover to
seek is one which states 100 percent
reimbursement for all medical, surgi-
cal, anaesthetist and necessary hospital
expenses with a decent overall limit. As
a guide the limit is good at $1m plus.
If you needed multiple surgeries or a
major organ transplant a limit of this
magnitude becomes relevant.

Seek advice from a professional who
can advise you on the different terms
and conditions and why each insurance
product is different from the next. By
doing this you will ensure that you are
making the best possible choice.

Questions to the author can be directed to
PFS International on +66 2653 1971 or to
enquiriesmyanmar@fsplatinum.com
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The Australian Government Aid Program, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the UK's Department for International Development (DFID) are responsible for managing
Australia’s and the UK’s overseas aid programmes respectively. DFAT and DFID’s work contributes to a global commitment to achieve eight ‘Millennium Development Goals’ to:

« Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger;

« Achieve universal primary education;

* Promote gender equity and empower women;

* Reduce child mortality;

* Improve maternal health;

« Combat HIV & AIDS, malaria and other diseases;
« Ensure environmental sustainability; and

« Develop a global partnership for development.

Chan Tha Oo

DFAT and DFID work in close partnership with foreign government officials, international and multilateral organisations, the private sector, non-government and community organisations,
and civil society.

25400 6188
392928

Australian Government’s Myanmar Program

chantha.mem@gmail.com

Call

09
01

The DFAT Yangon team administering the Australian Aid Program is headed by a Counsellor and comprises a mix of Australian-based and locally engaged staff, working in a close
team environment. Focus of the program is on health, education, and sustainable economic development in rural areas. The office in Yangon is located at the Australian Embassy.

The Australian Aid Program and the UK’s Department for International Development operate a Joint Liaison Office in Nay Pyi Taw. The liaison officer is based in this office in Nay Pyi
Taw, but may occasionally be required to travel to Yangon.

DFID’s Burma Programme

The DFID Burma team, headed in Yangon and supported by staff in Bangkok and Hanoi, deliver a rapidly expanding aid programme in one of the most interesting and challenging
country contexts. We support work on civil society, education, health, growth and livelihoods, and conflict within Burma, as well as supporting refugees on the Myanmar / Thailand
border.

LIAISON OFFICER — Nay Pyi Taw
Temporary Contract — Minimum 6 months

The Liaison Officer will be based in Nay Pyi Taw and provide administrative and logistical support to the Joint Liaison Office located in the Thingaha Hotel. The specific responsibilities
of the position include the following:

1. Liaison between DFAT and DFID and the Myanmar Government
2. Management of the Administrative Assistant and oversight of logistical management of the Nay Pyi Taw office

In undertaking these responsibilities the Liaison Officer may carry out the following tasks:

Liaise and maintain strong relations with government stakeholders, including developing an understanding of government systems, requirements and processes;

Analysis of key government policy on development issues and the business of Parliament, report key messages to DFAT and DFID, and translate as necessary;

Liaise and maintain strong relations with other donors and implementing partners;

Oversight of high level meeting and travel plans for visiting missions for DFAT and DFID staff;

Guidance and management to Administrative Assistant to assist with daily logistical requirements of the office including arranging meetings and calendars, and provide guidance
and compliance with DFAT and DFID hospitality policies and guidelines; and

6. Other duties as required.

CAPABILITIES AND REPORTING

The appointee will have the following qualifications and experience:

arwONE

Capabilities

The Liaison Officer should adhere to the O-Based Employment values and code of conduct, and display the following capabilities:
* Supports shared purpose and direction;
« Harnesses information and opportunities;
« Nurtures internal and external relationships;
« Demonstrates public service professionalism and probity; and
« Communicates clearly.

Reporting

The officer’s salary will be paid jointly by DFAT and DFID. The position reports to DFAT,and DFID will provide regular feedback on the officer’s performance. The officer will work under
limited direction, responding to broadly stated objectives and requiring little guidance during the performance of work. The officer will be on an initial 6 month contract.

Eligibility/Other Requirements

The position is required to obtain a satisfactory security check and medical check. Applicants are required to be experienced users of Microsoft Office applications, and have the ability
to travel outside of Myanmar or work non-standard hours if work demands dictate.

Selection criteria and duty statement can be obtained from the Australian Embassy, 88 Strand Road, or downloaded from the Embassy website at: http://www.myanmar.embassy.gov.au.
Please submit your detailed CV, two written references, and statement of claims to the Australian Embassy, 88 Strand Road, Yangon, Myanmar, or by e-mail to:

dfataap.recruitment.yangon@dfat.gov.au. Please clearly identify the position for which you apply in the e-mail subject line or on the envelope. Envelopes should be addressed for the
attention of The Recruiter — Australian Aid Program.

The closing date: 4PM (Yangon time) 28 May 2014.

Note:

1. All DFAT employees demonstrate a commitment to the Code of Conduct and Values, as well as to workplace diversity, occupational health and safety and employee
participation principles and have appropriate cross-cultural sensitivities.
2. The Australian Embassy does not discriminate in regards to race, ethnicity, gender and age.
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Property

Bridge on Hlaing river ups land prices

Property prices on the rise in western Yangon as a twinned bridge to Hlaing Tharyar township nears completion

NOE NOE
AUNG

noenoeag@gmail.com

BRIDGE construction to Hlaing Thar-
yar township in western Yangon aimed
at easing traffic congestion is also driv-
ing up property prices, according to real
estate agents.

Land prices increased across the
Hlaing river by up to 50 percent from
the end of Thingyan, as bridge con-
struction looked to be nearing its finish.

“There has been regular business
over the past couple weeks. Prices are
up as well,” said Ko Aung Kyaw of Aung
Khaing Khant realty, which is based in
Hlaing Tharyar township.

Prices sat around K20 million for
an average 2400 square foot lot before
Thingyan, but have increased to be-
tween K25 and K30 million, he claimed.

Although Hlaing Tharyar township
is a pleasant place to live, property de-
velopment has been hampered by poor
infrastructure links with downtown
Yangon.

“There’s been terrible traffic around
Bayint Naung bridge, and people
haven’t dared to buy land there,” said
U Min Min Soe of Mya Pan Tha Khin
real estate.

He added the area around Bayint
Naung could contain “the worst traffic
in Yangon” - though there are plenty of
competitors.

“It used to take hours to get to Hla-
ing Tharyar township,” he said.

There are two main crossings across

‘It’s not only places
near the bridge, but
other areas in the
township that are
getting snapped up.

Ko Aung Kyaw
Real estate agent

Construction on No 2 Baying Naung Bridge continues. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

the river to the township, though the
Baying Naung bridge is more conveni-
ent for people coming from downtown.

The bridge is being twinned, with
No 2 Baying Naung bridge originally set
for completion in 2014. The new bridge,
along with two flyovers completed in
2013, were built by First Myanmar In-
vestment (FMI) and Thailand’s TPC,
with support from Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee.

All this construction makes it more
attractive to live across the Hlaing river.

One recent development from the
bridges has been an increase the attrac-
tiveness of some of the more out-of-the-
way lots. Whereas it had been difficult
to find buyers for remote properties
before the bridge construction, interest

has jumped in recent weeks.

“It’s not only places near the bridge,
but other areas in the township that
are getting snapped up,” said Ko Aung
Kyaw.

Areas near Thamgone and FMI City
developments are also hot, he said.

Although the new four-lane, 0.76
kilometre (048 mile) bridge is some
time away from completion, real estate
agents say they hope it leads to traffic
improvements.

“People expected less traffic jams
when the flyovers were complete, but it
had less result than expected,” said Ko
Thet Maung of New Moon real estate.
“We still have bad traffic, but it’s better
than before. Hopefully the new bridge
will make it better”

A man rides across existing Baying Naung bridge. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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“The little difference here is we’re trying to build more towers more

33

quickly than any company has ever attempted.”

— William Pollack, official at Apollo Towers

What comes next after

Thailand’s latest coup?

WORLD 39

Apartment
comes with
own helipad

TIN YADANAR HTUN
yadanar.mcm(@gmail.com

HIGH-END Kabar Aye Executive
Residence, designed to withstand
both earthquakes and rainstorms,
will feature a rooftop heliport to
beat the traffic in case of “medical
emergencies”.

With 60 percent of its apartments
already sold more than two years be-
fore construction work is expected to
finish in July 2016, the feature - along
with biometrical digital door locks -
appears to be a popular selling point
for the uber-rich.

“We have finished building 80
percent of the basement now. When
construction work started, we sold
the lower floor condominiums from
8 to 19, and now we will sell the
high zone condos,” said Daw Aye
Aye Thwe, managing director of
Yangon-based Living Square Com-
pany, which is developing the pro-
ject.

The KER project on Kabar Aye
Pagoda Road in Mayangone town-
ship will also feature some of the
more pedestrian features of a luxury
apartment block such as a swimming
pool, a gym, a cafe and a bar.

Interested buyers can make pay-
ments in two-year installments or
there is a higher purchase scheme
available from three to five years
with KBZ Bank.

Condominiums not covered by Condo Law

MYAT
NYEIN
AYE
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myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

NEARLY all of Yangon’s recently con-
structed “condominiums” may not
quality as condominiums under the
draft Condominium Law, according
to Yangon City Development Com-
mittee engineering deputy director
U Nay Win.

The draft law has been submitted
to the Pyithu Hluttaw, but it stipu-
lates a condo must be built on free-
hold land or land that was granted
to the residents - while most of Yan-
gon’s buildings are on leased land.

“Under the condominium law,
residents must be proportional
owners of their land,” said U Nay
Win. “But most residents of the
condos don’t own the land, just the

rooms. We cannot regard them all
as condos.”

U Nay Win said “condominium” is
often being used as a catch-all term
for a high-rise with large rooms, and
buildings with this label generally do
not meet the legal definition.

“People think these buildings
will be included in the law, but they
are not,” he said. “No recent build-
ings have followed the condominium
law.”

Most so-called “condominiums”

‘People think these
buildings will be
included in the law,
but they are not.

U Nay Win
YCDC official

have been built on leased govern-
ment or YCDC land, meaning owners
of condo apartments do not own the
land it sits on.

Condo owners can face other dif-
ficulties if the building is on leased
land.

An ageing building that needs to
be torn down and rebuilt on leased
land will not receive automatic ap-
proval to go ahead. New structures
in Yangon require YCDC approval,
which may not be granted if the
property owner objects.

“If they don’t get approval from
the owner, they don’t get permission
from YCDC,” city officials told The
Myanmar Times.

Disputes between the landowner
and developer and residents can also
occur, as well as the requirement to
pay for the lease, the official said.

Myanmar Construction Entre-
preneurs Association vice president
U Tha Aye said developers want the
condominium law to cover those in a

building on leased land.

Identifying the difference be-
tween owned and leased land can
be difficult for residents, he said.
He added it was better to purchase
a condo located on owned land, but
there are relatively few of these in
Yangon.

Myanmar Real Estate Service As-
sociation (MRESA) general secre-
tary Daw Moh Moh Aung said that
developers should be candid about
the type of land the building sits on
- particularly when foreign invest-
ment in condos materialises.

U Nay Win said the draft laws
submitted to the Pyithu Hluttaw al-
low foreigners to own a maximum of
40 percent of a building that is over
four stories.

Daw Moh Moh Aung said many of
Yangon’s buildings were constructed
under built-operate-transfer terms,
with an initial lease of 50 years than
can be extended twice by 10 years
each time.

A window out to

the world

Yangon isn't always at the forefront of modern design. j
But this week’s house bucks the trend, making excellent

light. With such pleasant views of the surrounding green |
Hlaing Tharyar township, you won't be afraid to pull back

the curtains.

The houses measures 5156 square feet, offering
plenty of room for a luxurious life. Entering through the
wide living room, you'll be greeted with a kitchen and din-
ing room partitioned with simple white walls, including a

bar for your guest.

With three bedrooms each family member has their
own space, while the large upstairs balcony provides
plenty of room to relax. There is also a one-car garage

with a remote-control door system.

The house comes equipped with air conditioners in
every room, even the kitchen, and is fully furnished.
- Tin Yadanar Htun

Location : Shwe Bon Thar Residence, Hlaing Tharyar tsp
Price  : K 7,000, 000 rent (per month)

Contact : Thomas Win (Owner)

Phone : 09421015067

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

GREEN VISION

We develop Your Property

We sell or lease high quality properties we develop

Our focus: Condominium, Serviced Apartments, Serviced Office, Office Spaces

Website:

wWwWw.greenv Ision myanmar.com

Yangon Head Office:
Mo. 470, Thitsar Road

LATEST NEWS!!

=~ Penthouse in Golden Valley for sale.. There is only one!
=~ |nya Road / Than Lwin Road condo... Units now for sale

¥~ 44 B0D sqf office space open for lease (availabie July 2014)

Near to Wai Za Yan Tar Traffic Light

South Okkalapa Tsp. Yangon
Tel: 01-572 335: 01-122 0851

Contactus NOW!
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WASHINGTON

NSA row sparks rush
for encrypted email

A NEW push to encrypt email, keep-
ing messages free from government
snooping, is gaining momentum.

One new email service promising
“end-to-end” encryption launched on
[May 16], and others are being de-
veloped while major services such as
Google Gmail and Yahoo Mail have
stepped up security measures.

A major catalyst for email encryp-
tion were revelations about wide-
spread online surveillance in docu-
ments leaked by Edward Snowden,
the former National Security Agency
contractor.

“A lot of people were upset with
those revelations, and that coalesced
into this effort,” said Jason Stock-
man, a co-developer of ProtonMail,
a new encrypted email service which
launched May 16 with collaboration
of scientists from Harvard, the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology and
the European research lab CERN.

Mr. Stockman said ProtonMail
aims to be as user-friendly as the ma-
jor commercial services, but with extra
security, and with its servers located in
Switzerland to make it more difficult
for US law enforcement to access.

Encryption is a tool that can help
dissident activists avoid detection
in places like China or Iran, but the
movement has also gained credence
in the United States among those
who want to stay clear of snooping
from the NSA or other intelligence
services.

“Our vision is to make encryption
and privacy mainstream by making it
easy to use,” Mr. Stockman told AFP.
“There’s no installation. Everything
happens behind the scenes automati-
cally”

Even though email encryption us-
ing special codes or keys, a system
known as PGP, has been around for
two decades, “it was so complicated”
and did not gain widespread adoption,
Stockman said.

After testing over the past few
months, ProtonMail went public
using a “freemium” model - a basic
account will be free with some added
features for a paid account.

“As our users from China, Iran,
Russia, and other countries around
the world have shown us in the past
months, ProtonMail is an important
tool for freedom of speech and we are
happy to finally be able to provide this
to the whole world,” the company said
in a blog post.

Google and Yahoo recently an-
nounced efforts to encrypt their email
communications, but some specialists
say the effort falls short.

“These big companies don’t want
to encrypt your stuff because they spy
on you, too,” said Bruce Schneier, a
well-known cryptographer and author
who is chief technology officer for CO3
Systems.

“Hopefully, the NSA debate is creat-
ing incentives for people to build more
encryption.” — AFP

BUENOS AIRES

A paleontologist lies beside the femur of an adult Titanosaur. Photo: AFP

‘Largest’ dinosaur
found in Argentina

PALEONTOLOGISTS in Argenti-
na’s remote Patagonia region have
discovered fossils of what may be
the largest dinosaur ever, amid a
vast cache of fossils that could shed
light on prehistoric life.

The creature is believed to be a
new species of Titanosaur, a long-
necked, long-tailed sauropod that
walked on four legs and lived some
90 million years ago in the Creta-
ceous Period.

Researchers say the plant-eating
dinosaur weighed the equivalent of
more than 14 African elephants, or
about 100 tonnes, and stretched up
to 40 metres (130 feet) in length.

The previous record-holder, also
in Argentina, the Argentinosaurus,
was estimated to measure 36.6 m
long.

A fossilized femur of the Titano-
saur was larger than a paleontolo-
gist who lay next to it.

And the find didn’t stop there.

Bones from at least seven indi-
vidual dinosaurs, including some
believed to be younger, were found
at the site.

This is “the most complete dis-
covery of this type of giant dino-
saur in the world, a momentous
discovery for science,” said Jose
Luis Carballido, one of eight sci-
entists who participated in the re-
search. — AFP
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Gadget Reviews
GPS Tracker

This device can communicate directly with
your mobile phone, telling you where your
car is going or even its mileage. SIM card
not included, but it’s still a good value for

Full Range Round Detector

Ever feel like you're being watched? Now
you can prove it! This device can detect sig-
nals from such spy-gear as wireless cameras
or listening devices. Can you put a price on

the security-minded.
K85,000

1©

Sports HD-DV

This Sports HD-DV camera can take photos
up to 30 meters underwater. Moreover, you
can fix it to the front of your bicycle or boat
for some 1080P Full HD action shots to

Action Camcorder

Though small, this camera comes with a
wealth of features. Its case is water proof, it
can shoot video, and the touch panel display
is 2 inches wide. The resolution is an excel-
lent 1.3 megapixels, and the 300mAh lithium
battery can last for more than one hour of

privacy?
K60,000

Carlsberg Breweries A/S, a Company incorporated and existing
under the laws of Denmark, and having its registered office at
Ny Carlsberg Vej 100, 1799 Copenhagen V, Denmark, hereby
declares that the Company is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of
the following Trademark:

TUBORG

Reg. No. IV/437/1952 (1952)
Reg. No. IV/8834/2013 ( 15 August 2013)

The above trademark is used in respect of “Beer and mineral and
aerated waters” in Class 32.

For Carlsberg Breweries A/S,

U Soe Phone Myint

Advocate

BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,

339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,

Kyauktada Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated: 26 May 2014

ANAWRAHTA RD.

D

KAING DAM ST
LAN THIT 5T.

® TRANSIT
SHED
NO.T

AS|A WORD
CONTAINER YARD

WA DAN ST.

LAN THIT ST.

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Idemitsu Kosan Co., Ltd., a company incorporated in Japan,
of 1-1, Marunouchi 3-chome, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan, is the
Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

DAPHNE

Reg. No. 4314/2014

Reg. No. 4315/2014
in respect of “Class 04: Industrial oils; lubricants; lubricating oils”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade Marks
will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., HG.P.,, D.B.L

for Idemitsu Kosan Co., Ltd.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law @mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 26 May 2014

show your friends. shooting.
K120,000 K85,000
Translation by Thiri Min Htun
Available: Beno Sony Game Enterprise Ltd, 259 Barr Street (Upper Block), Kyauktada Township, Yangon. Ph: 01-256417, 09-8622744..
TRADEMARK CAUTION

ANAWRAHTA RD.
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@ MAHA BANDODOLA RD.
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GAS STATION

T1ITH &T

LAN THIT JETTY =

TS1 Gallery

Regular Exhibitions Featuring
Contemporary Art from Myanmar
Open 10 am - 6:30 pm Daily

Transit Shed No .1

Between Lanthit Jetty and Kaing Dan No (1] Jetty
Oo-Pa-Sa Street , Seik Kan Township , Yangon , Myanmar
Phone : + 95 9 2500 646 94 , + 95 1 248 908

Web : www.tslyangon.com, Email : info@tslyangon.com
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Black day for Ukraine military as 17
soldiers killed days before key vote

Pro-Russian rebels firing grenades
and mortar shells Kkilled 17
Ukrainian soldiers on May 22, the
blackest day yet for the military and a
dramatic ratcheting-up of tensions just
three days before a crunch election.

The attacks in the eastern industri-
al belt near the Russian border under-
scored the difficulties of the embattled
Kiev government in resolving a crisis
that is threatening to tear the country
apart.

UKkraine’s Prime Minister Arseniy
Yatsenyuk accused Russia of trying to
“escalate the conflict” and disrupt the
May 28 vote, calling on the UN Secu-
rity Council to hold an urgent meeting
on the crisis.

He said the Kremlin’s announce-
ment of a troop withdrawal from the
border was merely a “bluff”, and that
even if soldiers were redeploying,
Ukraine was still being infiltrated by
“armed terrorists”

Adding to the chaos in the east,
armed separatists seized four coal
mines in the first such confirmed at-
tack on the main economic engines of
the former Soviet republic.

Western governments have pres-
sured Russia not to meddle in the snap
election, seen as crucial to preventing
all-out civil war erupting on Europe’s
eastern flank.

Russia set Western nerves on edge
when it massed some 40,000 troops
on the border, raising fears of an in-
vasion into eastern Ukraine after its
seizure of the Black Sea peninsula of
Crimea in March.

On May 22, Russia’s defence min-
istry said four trains and more than a
dozen planes were taking troops and
equipment away from the border in
what President Vladimir Putin said
were measures to create “favourable
conditions” for the May 25 election.

NATO chief Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen said he had seen some evidence
of limited Russian troop activity that

he hoped was “the start of a full and
genuine withdrawal”.

But rebels in UKkraine’s heavily-
Russified eastern industrial regions
of Donetsk and Lugansk are showing
no signs of scaling back resistance to
what they and the Kremlin regard as
an illegitimate government in Kiev.

The Ukrainian defence ministry
said the worst of the two overnight
attacks saw the insurgents blow up a
military vehicle after volleying mor-
tar shells and grenades at a roadblock
set up by government troops near the
town of Volnovakha in the Donetsk
region.

The health ministry said 16 had
been Killed in Volnovakha, while the
defence ministry said another soldier
was Killed in a similar strike near Ru-
bizhne in Lugansk.

Kiev’s interim government launched
its so-called “anti-terrorist” operation
in mid-April aimed at crushing the
rebels who have seized more than a
dozen eastern cities and towns and
declared sovereignty in Donetsk and
Lugansk.

An AFP toll compiled through UN
and Ukrainian government sources
puts the number of deaths across the
east since then at well over 140.

Mr Putin, whose government is
wary of sanctions threatened by Wash-
ington and its European allies, denies
a direct role in the insurgency and has
so far refrained from recognising the
rebel republics.

But Mr Putin rejects the legitimacy
of the pro-Western team that toppled a
Moscow-backed president in February
on the back of a massive wave of street
protests.

He has given only grudging back-
ing to an election that is all but certain
to bring to power a pro-Western presi-
dent who will seek to fold the nation of
46 million more fully into Europe and
break for good its historic dependence
on Russia.

The May 25 poll pits the over-
whelming favourite Petro Poroshen-
ko, a 48-year-old confectioner whose
chocolate factories have been shut-
tered in Russia on dubious health
and safety grounds, against nearly
20 challengers including the divi-
sive nationalist ex-premier Yulia
Tymoshenko.

A new poll on May 22 gave Mr Po-
roshenko almost 45 percent of the vote
against 7.5pc for Mr Tymoshenko, but
not enough to avoid a second-round
run off on June 15.

“What is important is not the elec-
tion itself;” Mr Putin said. “What is im-
portant is that [Kiev] repairs relations
with the regions so that people start
feeling like full-fledged citizens again.”

US Vice President Joe Biden, in
Bucharest on May 21, warned of new
sanctions.

“If Russia undermines these elec-
tions on Sunday, we must remain
resolute in imposing greater costs,” he
said.

Ukraine’s interior ministry said it
is mobilising 55,000 police and 20,000
volunteers to ensure security for the
May 25 ballot although officials ac-
knowledge it will be difficult to organ-
ise in the east.

“I appeal to all Ukrainians not
only to go and vote but to help others
go and vote, to prevent people from
preventing others to vote,” Wolfgang
Ischinger, the mediator for an OSCE-
sponsored peace plan, told reporters.

Rebel leaders have vowed to dis-
rupt polling in Donetsk and Lugansk,
the heartland of Ukraine’s Soviet-era
industrial rust belt that churns out
more than 15pc of the country’s eco-
nomic output.

On May 22 the self-proclaimed
leader of Lugansk, Valery Bolotov, pro-
claimed martial law in the region and
called for Mr Putin to send peacekeep-
ing forces that could help avert a “hu-
manitarian catastrophe”

Men carry the body of a killed Ukrainian army soldier out of a van and into the morgue in Volnovakha, on May 22, after an

ambush at a checkpoint between Blohoddatne and Horlivka, 50 kilometres (37 miles) south of Donetsk. Photo: AFP

Thai army soldiers stand guard at the main entrance of a pro-government “Red Shir
protesters following a coup by the army. Photo: AFP

Thail ex-prime m

FORMER Thai premier Yingluck
Shinawatra has been detained by
leaders of the country’s military junta,
a source in her party said on May 24
as the army prepared to brief the me-
dia for the first time on a coup criti-
cised worldwide.

The fate of Ms Yingluck and
scores of other figures in the now-
deposed government and her Puea
Thai party has been a mystery since
they were summoned by the army
early May 23 as it tightened its grip
on the country.

“It is confirmed that she was
detained by the military since she
reported to the junta yesterday,” said
the source, who had served in Ms
Yingluck’s government and was
present when she turned herself in.

In the latest twist in years of
escalating political turmoil, the
kingdom’s tough-talking army chief Pr-
ayut Chan-O-Cha deposed the civilian
government May 22, saying he acted
to quell the escalating strife.

The United States, which has led
international calls for restoration
of civilian rule, took its first con-
crete steps, saying it would suspend
US$3.5 million in military assistance
for the country, about one-third of
its aid.

State Department spokesperson
Marie Harf said Washington was also
considering further cutsundera USlaw
mandating suspension of assistance
to foreign militaries that overthrow
elected governments.

Under the new regime civil
liberties have been drastically curbed,
most of the constitution suspended,
and a night-time curfew imposed as
the army cleared rival political pro-
testers from Bangkok’s streets.

Late on May 23, the army sent
dozens of troops into central Bang-
kok to clear scores of anti-coup
demonstrators.

Demonstrators had chanted slo-
gans and held banners denouncing
the coup - one read, “We will never lick
dictatorship’s boots” - violating mili-
tary bans on political gatherings and
criticism of the takeover.

Witnesses described seeing several
people taken away by troops but no
clashes were reported.

Ms Yingluck was removed from

office in a controversial court ruling
earlier this month that set the stage
for the takeover.

She was among more than 150
prominent figures from both sides of
Thailand’s bitter political divide sum-
moned by the army.

They were also banned from
leaving the country, a step analysts
said was aimed at averting formation
of a government-in-exile.

Thailand has been in political cri-
sis since a 2006 military coup deposed
Ms Yingluck’s elder brother Thaksin
Shinawatra, a billionaire tycoon turned
politician.

Mr Thaksin shook an entrenched
elite aligned with Thailand’s revered
monarchy by winning ardent support
among millions of rural poor with
populist measures.

He was elected prime minister in
2001 but deposed in 2006 in a military
coup, fleeing into exile two years later
to avoid a corruption conviction.

However, his family and allies have
continued to triumph at the ballot
box.

Anti-Thaksin forces alleging gov-
ernment corruption have staged
months of deadly protests in Bangkok,
triggering rival demonstrations by his
supporters.

The tensions spiralled in early May
with Ms Yingluck’s dismissal.

The 2006 coup that ousted Mr
Thaksin saw the detention by several
top figures in his government and the
launch of corruption proceedings, in-
cluding the charges against Mr Thak-
sin.

Europe, Japan, and UN chief Ban
Ki-moon have joined the calls for civil-
ian control to be restored.

US Secretary of State John Kerry
said there was “no justification” for a
coup that would have “negative im-
plications” for US relations, and de-
manded early elections.

Japan, Thailand’s biggest foreign
investor, called for a “prompt restora-
tion of a democratic political system”.

Mr Thaksin’s so-called “Red-Shirt”
supporters had earlier warned a gov-
ernment overthrow could trigger civil
war and all eyes are on the movement’s
response.

While the numbers taken into
custody far exceed those detained in
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What does
the coup mean
for Thailand?

Malaysia plays
down concerns over
China’s ocean claim

POLLING
STATION

Right set for
gains as Europe
heads to poll

ts” rally site in Bangkok on May 22. Soldlers shut down the camp and cleared

SYRIAN Islamist rebels bombarded a
campaign rally in support of President
Bashar al-Assad’s re-election in a con-
troversial June 3 poll, killing at least 21
people, a monitoring group has said.

The mortar fire hit a tent where
Assad supporters had gathered in the
southern city of Daraa late on May 22
and also wounded at least 30 people, the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
said.

Mr Assad faces two little-known
challengers in next month’s vote and is
widely expected to clinch a third seven-
year term in office despite the raging
civil war. The Observatory said a child
was among the dead in the attack, the
first of its kind on Assad supporters
since campaigning got underway earlier
this month.

Pro-government militiamen were
also among those Kkilled in the mortar
attack, which was carried out by an Is-
lamist rebel brigade, the Britain-based
watchdog said. It had initially given a
death toll of 22.

Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman said the attack “is a clear mes-
sage from rebels to the regime that there

is not one safe area in which to hold the
election”

The June 3 poll will be held only in
regime-controlled areas and has been
branded as a farce by the exiled opposi-
tion and its Western supporters.

The attack happened as the rights
group reported that Syria’s army has
ended a year-long rebel siege of Aleppo
central prison after a fiercely fought bat-
tle for the strategic prize.

“After a siege of nearly 13 months by
Al-Nusra Front and Islamist rebels, reg-
ular armed forces backed by pro-regime
fighters were able to break the siege of
Aleppo central prison,” the Observatory
said.

Tanks and armoured vehicles en-
tered the prison grounds and intense
celebratory gunfire was heard inside the
sprawling complex, Abdel Rahman said.

The army’s advance in the area
around the prison in northern Aleppo
had “cut a path for essential supplies
to rebel fighters between areas they
control and the Turkish border”, he
added.

The breakthrough means that Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad’s forces were with-

Syria rebels shell election rally

in reach of Castelo road, which links
rebel-held parts of Aleppo to the north-
ern countryside.

Fighting in the area has Killed at
least 50 rebels and an unspecified num-
ber of pro-regime fighters, since May 20,
according to the Observatory, a Britain-
based group that relies on sources on
the ground for its reports.

Rebel fighters have repeatedly at-
tacked the prison since April 2013,
hoping to free the approximately 3500
detainees inside, who are reportedly be-
ing held in dire conditions. Government
soldiers inside the prison have fought to
defend the complex.

In early February, a group of
rebels launched a major assault on the
prison and took control of the vast com-
plex, before being partially driven back
by air raids. Many prisoners died during
the siege because of a lack of food and
medicines and poor hygiene.

The prison had nearly 4000 prison-
ers before the siege, including Islamists.
Poor humanitarian conditions and the
bombardment of the area have caused
the death of some 600 inmates, accord-
ing to the Observatory. — AFP

1nister detained

2006, there has so far been no sign of
significant tank or troop deployments,
in contrast to eight years ago.

The coup has brought a mixed
reaction from Thais, with some ex-
pressing hope it will bring stability,
while others said they were uneasy
about the threat to democracy.

Thailand’s democratic develop-
ment has now been interrupted by
19 actual or attempted coups since
1932, interventions that traditionally
require the monarchy’s approval.

It was unclear whether the mon-
archy headed by 86-year-old King
Bhumibol Adulyadej had blessed Mr
Prayut’s takeover.

Paul Chambers, research director
for the Institute of Southeast Asian Af-
fairs at Thailand’s Chiang Mai Univer-
sity, said the detentions were aimed at
throttling opposition to the coup.

“Yes this is a purge of potential
threats to the coup government,” he
said.

“Prayut has to shore up his power,
especially since we have yet to see mo-
narchical endorsement of this coup.”

Political observers expect the junta
to hold power for at least a year - as it
did after the 2006 coup - and draw up
a new constitution to curb the politi-
cal dominance of Mr  Thaksin and
his allies. - AFP

A handout picture released by the official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) on May 22 shows Syrlan troops on the rooftop
of Aleppo prison after they broke a long-running siege of the prison. Photo: AFP

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Vitabiotics

Church & Dwight Co., Inc., a Company incorporated and existing
under the laws of U.S.A, and having its registered office at 500
Charles Ewing Boulevard, Ewing, New Jersey 08628 U.S.A,
hereby declares that the Company is the Owner and Sole Proprietor
of the following Trademark:

BATISTE

Reg. No. IV/3689/2014 (1 April 2014)

The above trademark is used in respect of “Non-medicated toilet
preparations, cosmetics, dentifrices, perfumes and fragrances,
skin care preparations, hair care preparations, shampoo, soap” in
International Class 3.

wellman

One-a-day supplement for men

Product
from

to help maintain

health,vitality &
energy release

wellman The Best Choice for
Men's Physical & Mental Health

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

For Church & Dwight Co., Inc.,

U Soe Phone Myint

Advocate

BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,

339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,

Kyauktada Township, Yangon, @ VIMAL COMPANY LIHITE.D
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar. [Vt 007 1) @9 20, 404 DAY R, 40110y ST VITABIOTICS
185-2) MB82. 36561 WHERE NATLUTE MEETS SCIENCE

Dated: 26 May 2014
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Market attack
leaves 31 dead

ATTACKERS Kkilled at least 31 people
when they ploughed two vehicles into
a market and threw explosives in the
capital of China’s Xinjiang region, on
May 22.

Authorities called the latest “se-
vere terrorist incident” to hit the
Muslim Uighur homeland.

More than 90 people were also
wounded when two off-road vehicles
drove into a crowd in Urumgqi, with one
of them exploding, the regional govern-
ment’s Tianshan web portal said, in an
attack with echoes of a fiery car crash
in Tiananmen Square last year.

Pictures posted on Sina Weibo, a
Chinese equivalent of Twitter, showed

Witness fo Xinjaing attack

victims lying in a tree-lined street, as
others sat on flimsy stools.

Flames rose in the back-
ground, while other images showed
smoke billowing over market stalls
behindapoliceroadblock.Noneofthe
photographs could immediately be
verified.

Chinese President Xi Jinping
pledged to “severely punish terrorists
and spare no efforts in maintaining
stability”, the official Xinhua news
agency reported.

Xinjiang, a vast and resource-rich
region in China’s far west, has seen
periodic violence which has increased

and sometimes spread beyond it in
recent months.

Beijing says it faces terrorism from
a violent separatist movement there,
driven by religious extremism and
foreign groups, while critics point to
economic inequality and cultural and
religious repression of Uighurs as
causes of unrest.

Tianshan described the attack as a
“severe, violent terrorist incident”

“Thugs broke through protective
metal barrier by driving two vehicles,
colliding with the crowd and deto-
nating explosive devices, causing the
deaths of 31 people and injuring 94,”
it said.

A witness at the market told
Xinhua he heard a dozen “big bangs”
during the attack, which happened at
about 7:50am when Chinese morn-
ing markets, which usually sell fresh
groceries, are commonly crowded
with shoppers.

“There were multiple strong explo-
sions in the morning market at the
Cultural Palace in Urumgqi,” wrote one
Weibo poster who said he was less than
100 metres (328 feet) from the scene.

“I saw flames and heavy smoke as
vehicles and goods were on fire while
vendors escaped leaving their goods
behind”

China has seen a series of attacks
in recent months targeting civilians
that authorities have blamed on sepa-
ratists from Xinjiang.

On April 30, the final day of a vis-
it by Mr Xi to the region, assailants
armed with knives and explosives car-
ried out an attack at a railway station in
Urumgdji, Killing one person and wound-
ing 79. Two attackers also died.

The main plotter had formulated
plans from abroad, then eight days be-
fore the incident ordered 10 people to
make an explosive device and choose a
target, Xinhua said in a later report.

In March attackers went on a stab-

Security personnel guard a checkpoint along a highway leading to Beijing May 20 amid heightened security in China. Photo: AFP

bing spree at a railway station in the
southwestern city of Kunming, killing
29 people and wounding 143 in an in-
cident dubbed “China’s 9/11” by state
media. Four of the assailants were
shot dead by police.

In 2009 ethnic riots erupted in
Urumgi between Uighurs and the
country’s majority Han Chinese, leav-
ing 200 people dead and prompting a
security crackdown.

China has dramatically increased
the number of armed patrols on its
streets in response to the spate of vio-
lent incidents.

The May 22 blasts came a day af-

ter state media reported that courts
in Xinjiang jailed 39 people for of-
fences including spreading “terror-
ist videos™

The 39 were given prison sen-
tences of up to 15 years, the state-run
China News Service said, adding that
several had “organised, led and par-
ticipated” in terrorist organisations.

Critics say the security threat in
Xinjiang is exaggerated by Beijing
to justify hard-line measures, and
that tensions are driven by cultural
oppression, intrusive security meas-
ures and immigration by majority
Han Chinese which have led to dec-

ades of discrimination and economic
inequality.

Beijing says that its policies in the
region have brought prosperity and
higher living standards.

The attack sparked outrage on
Sina Weibo, with many calling for ac-
tion against the assailants.

“We should learn anti-terrorist
methods from the US and Israel
which is about talking less nonsense,
showing less mercy and Killing them
all,” said one poster.

“Whatever demands they have,
they shouldn’t hurt innocent people!”
said another.
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Cambodia
recalls
genocide

CAMBODIAS annual “Day of Anger”
against the genocidal former Khmer
Rouge regime was marked on May 20
by about 1000 people who gathered on
the outskKirts of the capital Phnom Penh.

Black-clad students wielded hoes
and bamboo sticks to mimic the
crimes committed under the regime in
the late 1970s.

The re-enactment took place at
the Choeung Ek “Killing Fields” on
the outskirts of the capital. The site
contains the mass graves of victims of
the 1975-79 fanatical Maoist regime.

Dozens of fine arts students recre-
ated the bloody scenes at the emotion-
al event, which is organised by Phnom
Penh authorities.

Chik Sarom, 60, who lost 10 rela-
tives under the Khmer Rouge, said
“The regime was like hell on earth.
The Khmer Rouge leaders must be
sentenced to life in prison.”

Up to two million people were exe-
cuted or died from starvation, overwork
or torture during the Khmer Rouge era.

Its 2 most senior surviving lead-
ers have been brought before a UN-
backed court. The hearing has been
split into a series of smaller trials,
initially focusing on the forced evacua-
tion of people into rural labour camps
and related charges of crimes against
humanity.
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What'’s next for Thailand: a coup Q&A

THAILAND’S military seized power
on May 22, removing the civilian gov-
ernment and suspending the constitu-
tion in an overthrow it said was aimed
at ending months of deadly political
turmoil.

‘What are the roots of the crisis?
The kingdom has been wracked for
years by political divisions between
mostly rural, working-class “red-
shirt” supporters of now-exiled popu-
list former prime minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, and the royalist urban
middle class, southerners and Bang-
kok-based “yellow-shirt” elite who
loathe him.

Mr Thaksin reshaped Thailand’s po-
litical landscape by wooing voters in the
rural north with policies such as cheap
universal healthcare and micro-loans.

He clashed with the establishment,
which saw him as a threat to the mon-
archy, before he was ousted by the
army in a coup in 2006.

Mr Thaksin’s sister Yingluck Shi-
nawatra was removed from office
as prime minister in a controversial
court ruling earlier this month, anger-
ing her supporters.

“The coup represents in a sense a
failure of all the elite to find accom-
modation with new democratic forces
now alive in Thailand,” said author
and academic David Streckfuss.

Unrest related to nearly seven
months of opposition street protests
has left 28 people dead, hundreds

wounded and caused legislative
paralysis.
Who is in charge now?

All authority in Thailand has been as-
sumed by a “National Peace and Order
Maintenance Council” comprised of
the leaders of the various branches of
the Thai armed forces and the police.
The dominant power on the coun-
cil is General Prayut Chan-O-Cha, the
hardline chief of Thailand’s powerful
army who is a staunch royalist.
“Prayut is not just anti-Thaksin, not
just anti-Red Shirt, but also pro-mon-

Thai commuters wait for taxis as they rush home after a curfew was imposed when armed forces seized power in Bangkok on May 22. Photo: AFP

archy. Not only that, he is the right-
hand man of the queen,” said Pavin
Chachavalpongpun of the Centre for
Southeast Asian Studies at Japan’s
Kyoto University.

Traditionally coups in Thailand
have needed the approval of the pal-
ace, according to observers, although
it was unclear if that was the case on
this occasion.

Some experts believe that a strug-
gle is unfolding to decide who will
run the country when the more than
six-decade reign of revered but ailing
86-year-old King Bhumibol Adulyadej
eventually ends.

‘What is the effect on civil liberties?

The military junta placed sweep-
ing curbs on civil freedoms, impos-
ing a 10pm-5pm curfew, banning
gatherings of more than five people
for “political purposes” and sus-
pending most of the constitution.

All radio and television broadcast-
ers were forced to cease normal pro-
gramming and air only a continuous
feed from the military.

The coup also reaffirmed a martial
law declaration made two days earlier
by the army chief.

That includes the authority to re-
strict public movements and gather-
ings, detain people without charge
for up to seven days, conduct searches
and seizures, and restrict the media.

‘What next?

The army gave no indication of
how long military rule might last but
offered an indication of what is to
come, saying it took power to “start
political reform” -6 a key demand of
opposition protesters.

It also left the upper house of par-
liament, the Senate, intact despite a
suspension of the constitution, giving
a hint of the coming process to select
a new leader.

Experts at the Siam Intelligence
Unit, a Bangkok-based independent
think tank, predicted that a new prime
minister, possibly former defence
minister General Prawit Wongsuwan
or royal adviser Palakorn Suwanrath,

would be appointed by the Senate
within the next few days.

The new junta government would
then run the country for one to two
years during which time a new con-
stitution, more draconian than the
2007 military-drafted charter, would
be drawn up.

In this scenario, peace would re-
turn in the near term but violence
could erupt further down the road if
the pro-government “Red Shirts” go
underground and fight back.

“The worst possible scenario is a
chronic civil war [the] same as Thai-
land’s ongoing deep south Insurgency;”
the experts said in a briefing note.

- AFP

Bangkok residents stoic —

AN uneasy calm settled over Bangkok
on May 23 as one of the world’s most
vibrant cities crept back to life after
a night-time curfew imposed by the
military as part of a very Thai coup.

The capital’s usual morning gridlock
was relieved as schools were shuttered
following an army order, but many peo-
ple returned to work as normal, stop-
ping at food stalls which opened follow-
ing the end of the curfew at 5am.

In contrast to the last coup in 2006,
there were no tanks on the streets and
only a limited deployment of soldiers
at key buildings.

The direct impact has been felt by

senior politicians who were ordered to
report to the military. But for the pub-
lic at large, the curfew was met with
a very Thai dose of humour and stoi-
cism in a city whose recent history has
been pockmarked by political unrest.

For Thanakan Chalaemprasead the
most distressing aspects of the coup so
far are the loss of his favourite televi-
sion shows, after the army ordered the
suspension of normal programming,
and the early closure of the city’s ubig-
uitous 7/11 stores.

“I was hungry ... but I only had in-
stant noodles at home,” the 21-year-old
mechanic said.

“There was also nothing on tel-
evision ... if the army wants us to stay

but missing their favourite TV shows

home, they should have at least let us
watch something.”

Instead, televisions and radios
blared patriotic music punctuated by
statements from a stern-faced military
spokesperson.

Overnight the commercial heart of
the city, famed among foreign holiday-
makers for its 24-hour beat, was re-
duced to a near ghost town, with only
the occasional tuk-tuk or taxi plying
the roads as the curfew descended.

A smattering of bars breached the
order serving beers to bemused tour-
ists, most of whom were holed up in
their hotels.

But there were few direct signs
of the military intervention, after a

dramatic day of army deployments
and televised orders threating further
curbs on media and personal freedoms
including a ban on political gatherings
of more than five people.

As dawn broke on May 23 scores
of armed troops were seen around
Government House overseeing a
clean-up after protesters dispersed
from their sand-bagged encampment.

After months of disruptive political
rallies, some Bangkok residents ex-
pressed optimism that the coup would
cut a path through the political paraly-
sis, which has seen at least 28 people
killed and hundreds more wounded in
violence linked to the protests.

“At first I thought the coup was a bad

idea,” Vichit Kriyasaun, 27, said. “But
now I think it could be good because
they may stop the fighting.”

However, others were further wea-
ried by the latest chapter in a festering
political crisis that has torn Thailand
apart since 2006, when billionaire
former prime minister Thaksin Shina-
watra was ousted by the military.

The overnight curfew is expected
to remain in place nationwide until
the army says otherwise.

“This curfew is no good ... we have
no customers, the tourists are scared,”
said Wanit, a 50-year-old taxi driver
giving only one name.

“The army can do anything now
and the people will not know.” - AFP
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Libya ‘terrorist
hub’, renegade
general claims

A RENEGADE general who launched
an assault against Islamists in Beng-
hazi has warned Libya had become a
“terrorist hub” and called for urgent
reforms.

Claiming to speak in the name of
the army, Khalifa Haftar on May 21
urged the country’s highest judicial
authority “to form a civilian presiden-
tial high council tasked with forming
an emergency cabinet and organising
legislative elections”

Mr Haftar, who was once one of
slain dictator Moamer’s Kadhafi top
generals before falling from grace and
going into US exile, was reading a
statement broadcast on several Libyan
networks.

He returned to support the rebel-
lion in 2011 but has this year emerged
as the most serious challenge to the
post-Kadhafi authorities born of the
rebellion.

“Libya has become a hub for ter-
rorists who control power,” said Mr
Haftar, who has been branded an out-
law by the authorities after launching
an assault in Benghazi on May 16 in
which at least 79 people were killed.

Speaking from the eastern town
of Al Abyar, he said the presidential
council he envisions would hand over
power to an elected parliament.

Oil-rich Libya has called an elec-
tion for June to replace its disputed
interim parliament, the General Na-
tional Council, and try to resolve the
power struggle, but violence among
militias threatens to scupper the
vote.

Highlighting the seriousness of the
security threat, the navy’s chief of staff,
Rear Admiral Hassan Abu Shnak, his
driver and two guards were wounded
on May 21 when gunmen attacked his
convoy in Tripoli.

Militias are blamed for growing

unrest in the North African country
since the 2011 NATO-backed uprising
that killed Kadhafi.

Successive governments have com-
plained that the General National
Council’s claim to executive power as
well as legislative authority has tied
their hands in taming the militias.

The electoral commission said the
election for the currently Islamist-
dominated GNC would be on June 25.

While some observers doubt it will
take place, one Western diplomat told
AFP the vote could indeed go ahead.

“The electoral commission has the
logistical and human resources need-
ed to organise the elections on sched-
ule,” the diplomat said.

The government hopes such a vote
could help avoid civil war after the
Benghazi attack of May 16.

Gunmen from the ex-rebel Zintan
brigade, saying they back Mr Haftar,
stormed parliament on May 18 and
set fire to an annex.

Mr Haftar has won widening sup-
port for his campaign to rid Libya of
jihadists.

His supporters include an elite spe-
cial forces unit of the regular army in
Benghazi, who have suffered mount-
ing losses in suspected jihadist attacks
in the eastern city where Islamists are
well entrenched.

Police brigades, officers at Tobruk
air base and the powerful Al-Baraassa
tribe from the east have also declared
support for Mr Haftar.

The chief of staff of Libya’s air de-
fence units, Colonel Jomaa al-Abani,
told a private television channel he
was joining Mr Haftar’s offensive,
dubbed “Operation Dignity”.

It was not known what prompted
the attack on the admiral. Abu Shnak
was on his way to work when his con-
voy came under fire, spokesperson

Libya’s Prime Minister Ahmed Miitig holds a press conference in the capital Tripoli on May 21 as the authorities strive to
and prevent a descent into civil war. PHOTO: AFP

Colonel Ayub Kassem said.

“He was lightly wounded in the
head. A driver and two guards were
also wounded, but their injuries are
not life-threatening.”

Detractors have accused Mr Haftar
of being in the pay of the United States,
where he lived in exile for two dec-
ades, but Washington has distanced
itself from the renegade general.

However the United States is ready
to help organise new elections in

Libya in hopes of ushering in a more
stable government, US officials said
Wednesday.

“We’re prepared to help support
elections preparation from here,” State
Department spokesperson Jen Psaki
said, cautioning that Washington was
still waiting for official word from
Tripoli.

Washington has a range of tools at
its disposal, she said, declining to con-
firm however whether the US would

be prepared to help with security ar-
rangements.

Despite the tensions, the situa-
tion was almost normal in Tripoli and
Benghazi, where shops, banks and
governments were open.

Prime Minister Ahmed Miitig
called on May 21 for dialogue among
all protagonists while affirming that
“Libyans don’t want to be ruled by
the military,” referring to the rogue
general.
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Former judge appointed S Korea’s
new prime minister amid ferry anger

SOUTH Korean President Park
Geun-Hye named a former Supreme
Court judge as her new prime
minister on May 22, as the fallout
from last month’s ferry disaster
casts a long shadow over upcoming
local elections.

Ms Park also accepted the resig-
nations of the chief of national secu-
rity as well as her spy chief, presiden-
tial spokesperson Min Kyung-Wook
announced.

Ahn Dai-Hee, 59, is to replace
outgoing Prime Minister Chung
Hong-Won, who offered his resig-
nation last month over the April
16 ferry disaster, which claimed
around 300 lives.

“We believe that he is a right
person to strongly push ahead with
reforming government organs, cor-
recting wrong practices and eventu-
ally transforming the country,” the
spokesperson said.

Ms Park accepted resignations
offered by Nam Jae-Joon, the head
of the country’s National Intel-
ligence Service, as well as Kim
Jang-Soo, the head of the National
Security Council.

Both came under criticism over
their inaction when the disaster
struck.

South Korea president Park Geun-Hye.
Photo: AFP

Mr Ahn still needs parliamenta-
ry consent to officially be declared
as prime minister, but this is a for-
mality because the ruling Saenuri
Party has majority status in the Na-
tional Assembly.

Ms Park’s popularity ratings
have slumped in the aftermath of
the Sewol tragedy and her ruling
Saenuri Party is greatly concerned
over the political fallout from the
disaster on June 4 local elections.

South Korea’s main opposition

party is expected to perform well
at the upcoming local elections on
June 4, capitalising on public anger
at the government’s mishandling of
the ferry disaster.

Parents and relatives of the
missing and the dead have blasted
the response to the sinking, saying
delays in launching the rescue had
cost lives.

There has also been rage over
perceived corruption and lax safe-
ty standards that may have led to
the disaster, with claims that the
ferry was overloaded and that the
passenger list was inaccurate and
incomplete.

The polls are the first nation-
wide elections since President Park
Geun-Hye took office 16 months
ago. They are widely seen as a refer-
endum on her performance leading
the country.

The 6825-tonne ferry carrying
an estimated 476 people sank off
the country’s southwest coast on
April 16.

On May 22 a total of 288
passengers had been confirmed
dead, most of them students on a
school trip, with 16 others still un-
accounted for.

— AFP
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2014 AWARDS

In a class of 1its own

The SOPA Awards for Editorial Excellence

2012 - Winner
2013 - Winner
2014 - Winner?

For the third year running The Myanmar Times
has once againbeen nominated for a prestigious
Asian Publisher’s Award from the Society of Publishers in Asia.
Congratulations to Dr Kaung Htet for being nominated
twice in the category of News Photography for his essays
‘Letpadaung fury’ and “The Mansi offensive’.
We wish him the best of luck when the winners

are announced on June 11 in Hong Kong.
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The Myanmar’s only international award-winning newspaper.
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Malaysia’s Prime Minister Najib Razak
delivers a speech during the 20th

International Conference on the Future
of Asia in Tokyo on May 22. Photo: AFP

Malaysia downplays China ASEAN threat

MALAYSIAN Prime Minister Najib
Razak has distanced himself from
growing territorial conflicts in Asia,
telling a Japanese newspaper they
should not jeopardise the “strategic
importance” of his country’s ties with
Beijing.

“We must look at the big picture
and not define relations with China
on a single-issue basis but look at the
broad spectrum of the relations, and
recognise the strategic importance of
our bilateral relationship with China,”
Mr Najib told Nikkei on May 22.

“We do not want (the territorial) is-
sue to be an impediment to the grow-
ing ties between Malaysia and China,”
the Malaysian premier, on a visit to Ja-
pan, said in an interview with the busi-
ness daily.

The comments come as Vietnam
and the Philippines, which along with
Malaysia are members of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASE-
AN), are embroiled in separate rows
with China over control of parts of the
South China Sea.

Tensions remain high in the region
after an eruption of deadly anti-China
riots in Vietnam over Beijing’s contro-
versial plans to drill for oil in contested
waters.

Kuala Lumpur and Beijing have
their own rival claims to parts of the
South China Sea which is believed to
hold vast deposits of oil and gas, but
Mr Najib has played these down as he
pursues closer ties with Malaysia’s top
trading partner.

Mr Najib’s government has also

been trying to placate Chinese anger
over the disappearance of Malaysia Air-
lines flight MH370, two-thirds of whose
227 passengers were from China.

On May 22 Mr Najib said: “We
should heed the fundamental princi-
ples in which good diplomacy is a con-
ductor... sovereign equality, respect for
territorial integrity, peaceful settlement
of disputes, and mutual benefits in re-
lations.”

He added that disputes over re-
sources should be solved through “in-
ternational law, and not economic and
military solutions”

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong, speaking at the same fo-
rum, said Asia’s future could go one of
two ways.

The first, which he characterised as

“a good scenario’, includes China’s rise
as “a benign power” similar to the Unit-
ed States and with “a stable strategic
environment that will foster regional
economic integration”

But “in a less benign scenario... tre-
mendous growth in China’s power can
prove too much for the regional order
to accommodate,” Mr Lee said.

Without regional trust “maritime
disputes in the East and South China
Seas (will) continue to fester (and there
will be) tensions between other coun-
tries, too, arising from a result of his-
torical issues, territorial disputes, and
nationalist populism,” he said.

“Nationalism is a growing force in
many Asian countries.... as we have re-
cently witnessed in anti-China protests
in Vietnam.

“In Japan and (South) Korea, the
history of the war continues to drive
public sentiment towards each other.

“And in China, ...the country’s aston-
ishing progress has aroused strong na-
tionalistic feelings, and in these are to
claim China’s rightful place in the sun
after more than a century of humilia-
tion,” he said.

This kind of strife will set back Asia’s
economic development, he said, adding
that China needed to be stitched into
regional trade networks, including the
ongoing talks over a mooted Trance-
Pacific Partnership.

The comments came a day after Vi-
etnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan
Dung said China’s placing of an oil rig
in contested South China Sea waters
had “seriously threatened peace”. - AFP
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Fukushima reactors to stay shut as court rules they pose ‘specific risk’

A JAPANESE has court ruled against
the restarting of two reactors at a nu-
clear power plant, acknowledging resi-
dents’ safety fears and dealing a blow
to the government’s plan to revive nu-
clear power.

The decision on May 21 was the
first court ruling in Japan against the
restarting of reactors since a mas-
sive earthquake and tsunami sparked
meltdowns at the Fukushima nuclear
plant in March 2011.

At present, all of Japan’s nearly
50 nuclear reactors are offline due to

shutdowns or safety checks.

The regional court at Fukui in
western Japan said the two reactors at
the Oi plant operated by Kansai Elec-
tric Power Co. should not be restarted
after safety checks because they pose
“specific risks” to residents in the
event of a major earthquake.

The court was responding to a law-
suit filed by a group of 189 people de-
manding an injunction against the re-
starting of the reactors. It acknowledged
claims by 166 of them who live within
250 Kkilometres (156 miles) of the plant.

The ruling came as a blow to govern-
ment plans to bring some back online.

The utility firm lodged an appeal
against the decision the following day,

“It was extremely regrettable that
our company’s position could not be
understood,” Kansai Electric Power
said in a statement.

“During an appeal, our company
will continue to stress the safety of the
number three and number four reac-
tors at the Oi plant,” the company said.

In the face of widespread public
unease about nuclear power, the Nu-

clear Regulation Authority in July
last year introduced new safety stand-
ards. These oblige plant operators to
put in place specific countermeasures
against serious accidents like melt-
downs or tsunamis.

Despite the ruling, the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
said there was no change in its plan
to restart nuclear reactors if they are
confirmed safe.

“As a country, we are going to ex-
plain to local people about reactors
that are found to be safe after thor-

ough checking,” Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Yoshihide Suga told a news con-
ference after the firm appealed the
ruling.

“This basic stance has not changed
at all,” the top government spokesman
said.

Japan shut down all its nuclear re-
actors after Fukushima. The two reac-
tors at Fukui resumed operations in
August 2012, the first and only ones to
do so.

In September last year they were
stopped for regular safety checks.
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Kyauktada Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated: 26 May 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Schering Corporation, a Company incorporated and existing
under the laws of U.S.A., and having its registered office at 2000
Galloping Hill Road, Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033 U.S.A, hereby
declares that the Company is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of
the following Trademark:

o/p Schering-Plough
Reg. No. 1V/4084/2008 (4 July 2008)

The above trademark is used in respect of “Pharmaceutical
preparations” in Class 5; and

“Medical devices for administering pharmaceutical preparations
for humans and animals” in Class 10.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above mark or
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

For Schering Corporation,

U Soe Phone Myint

Advocate

BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,

339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,

Kyauktada Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated: 26 May 2014
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Members of a student’s corps cast their ballots for the European elections, just after midnight on May 22. Photo: AFP

Right tipped for gains as
Europe goes to the polls

BRITAIN and the Netherlands went to
the polls on May 22, starting the ball
rolling on elections to the European
parliament that are expected to see a
swing toward populist right-wing par-
ties.

The elections, which began at
5:30pm GMT in the Netherlands, were
spread over four days in the EU’s 28
member states, and were expected to
see major gains for parties bent on dis-
mantling the European Union from the
inside.

“I believe in Europe, but I think
there are far too many rules coming
from Brussels,” Margreet de Jonge, 63,
said as she cast her ballot in The Hague,
echoing the view of many that the EU
has become a bloated bureaucracy.

Eurosceptic parties were being
tipped to top the polls in Britain,
France, Italy and the Netherlands in
the results which were due to be an-
nounced at 9pm GMT on May 25.

The anti-immigration and anti-EU
UK Independence Party (UKIP) of Ni-
gel Farage, and Geert Wilders’ virulent-
ly anti-Islam Party of Freedom (PVV),
are both forecast to make big gains.

UKIP’s rise has rocked the British
political establishment as a party
without a single representative in its
national parliament heads into the
European election slightly ahead of the
main opposition Labour Party, accord-
ing to a poll published by The Times on
the morning of the vote.

Mr Farage, a former financial trader
who likes to hold court with journal-

ists in the pub, has ruled out joining a
far-right bloc of Mr Wilders’ party and
France’s National Front, led by Marine
Le Pen.

Mr Wilders hopes UKIP will sign
up to the grouping, but Mr Farage has
refused to do business with an alliance
involving the National Front, which he
considers anti-Semitic.

With 26 million people out of work
across the EU, including more than
half of those aged under 25 in countries
such as Greece and Spain, eurosceptic
and far-right parties have picked up
massive support on anti-immigration
and anti-EU platforms.

The latest polls show eurosceptics
and others have struck a chord with
disgruntled voters and could secure
almost 100 seats in the new parliament,
trebling their number in the 751-seat
assembly.

A survey by PollWatch showed con-
servatives holding a narrow lead over
their socialist rivals in the next parlia-
ment, with the European People’s Party
(EPP) on for 217 seats against 201 for
the Socialists and Democrats (S&D).

While that would leave the main-
stream groups still the two biggest
parties, the EPP would drop from 35.8
percent to just short of 29pc of the
total seats, with the S&D up marginally
to 26.8pc.

UKIP highlights the trend of a shift
toward eurosceptic parties. It looks
certain to sharply increase the 13 seats
it currently holds in the European
Parliament.

It was also predicted to do well in
local council elections that also took
place in Britain on May 22.

Simon Hix, a political science spe-
cialist at the London School of Eco-
nomics, said, “It could be perceived as
a breakthrough election [because] they
could win seats and win votes in all
parts of the country.”

Nevertheless, UKIP has endured a
troubled few days in the build-up to the
election.

Last week, Mr Farage was forced to
back-pedal after saying in a radio in-
terview that he would be concerned if
he had to live next door to Romanians,
and on May 20, a “multi-cultural street
party” that UKIP organised to counter
allegations it is racist descended into
farce.

Protesters hijacked the event
in a London suburb and the
Caribbean steel band booked for the
event stopped playing after five min-
utes when its members realised who
had booked them for the event.

In the Netherlands, Mr Wilders’
party hopes to garner six of the 26 seats
up for grabs, although unlike Mr Far-
age he is a lawmaker in his national
parliament so will not stand for a Brus-
sels seat.

Mr Wilders has waged an ener-
getic campaign, vowing to take the
Netherlands out of the EU and aban-
don the euro. Analysts said however
that voter apathy among eurosceptics
in the Netherlands could have a nega-
tive impact on the PVV’s score. — AFP
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US joins search
for girls amid
attacks in Nigeria

THE United States has deployed 80
military personnel to Chad to help
find 200 girls kidnapped by Boko
Haram, who are blamed for a spree of
deadly attacks last week including a
massive car-bombing.

In a letter to Congress, US Presi-
dent Barack Obama said the military
contingent, which were deployed to
Chad on May 21, would stay until their
support “is no longer required”.

The troops mark a significant boost
to an existing US military effort which
includes the use of surveillance drones
as well as manned aircraft over Nigeria.

The Pentagon has criticised Nigeria
for failing to react swiftly to the rise
of Boko Haram, held responsible for
thousands of deaths since 2009. Until
the Kidnappings Nigeria had resisted
cooperation with the West in its fight
against the group.

Nigerian authorities have been
probing the nation’s deadliest bomb
attack yet, a twin car blast Mau 20 in
the New Abuja Market area of the cen-
tral city of Jos which left at least 118
people dead and buildings collapsed.

Boko Haram has been blamed for
the atrocity as well as other recent

strikes near the town where the school-
girls were kidnapped, in affronts to
a security crackdown launched in re-
sponse to the April 14 mass abduction.

Three more attacks, two in villages
near the girls’ hometown of Chibok
in northeastern Borno state and one
near Lake Chad, have left more than
50 people dead between May 19 and
21, according to witnesses.

“They began shooting and set fire to
our homes. We had to flee to the bush.
They killed 20 of our people,” Haruna
Bitrus in the village of Alagarno said,
in an account supported by other
residents.

Washington described the Jos car-
nage, and a suicide car bombing in the
northern city of Kano on May 18, as
“vicious attacks on defenceless Nige-
rian civilians”

Britain said the “cowardly, inhumane
crime” would only strengthen the inter-
national community’s resolve to defeat
terror in Africa’s most populous nation.

In Jos, where Boko Haram have at-
tacked before, Plateau state governor
Jonah Jang’s spokesperson said the
bombing bore the hallmarks of the Is-
lamist extremists.

Nigerian city of Jos on May 21. Photo: AFP

“The investigation is still ongoing
but this is clearly an extension of the
terrorist activity that has affected the
northeast of the country, the Boko
Haram insurgents,” Pam Ayuba said.

The Roman Catholic archbishop of
Jos said the insurgents were trying to
sow “chaos” in the religiously divided
city, hit by waves of deadly sectarian
clashes over the last 15 years.

Kyari Mohammed, a Boko Haram
specialist and chair of the Centre for
Peace Studies at Modibbo Adama Uni-
versity, said the militants were “the
only ones capable of doing this”

“Every other rebel or fringe group
can use bombs but not of this scale or
sophistication,” he added.

U Soe Phone Myint
Advocate

339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,

Dated: 26 May 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Myanmar Carlsberg Co., Ltd., a Company incorporated and existing under the laws of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, and having its registered office at Building no. 7/8, Bahosi Yeiktha, Bagyoke
Aung San Street, Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar, hereby declares that the Company is the
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following Trademarks:

BAGO BEER
N (o] =
SEE ( NDQ :) 90 VOO
Reg. No. IV/13876/2013 (3 December 2013)
SIN BEER
C &
aOC 00002
Reg. No. IV/13881/2013 (3 December 2013)
WHITE ELEPHANT BEER
C C &
0 C @ |lGCDO 90 002
Reg. No. 1V/13883/2013 (3 December 2013)

Q @
q.'@ =l o)
YOMA BEER

Reg. No. I1V/13884/2013 (3 December 2013)

The above trademarks are used in respect of “Beer” in Class 32.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above marks or other infringements whatsoever
will be dealt with according to law.

For Myanmar Carlsberg Co., Ltd.,

BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,

BAGO YOMA BEER
N\ 0 0 o
0?35139 (CD(?:) 0002
Reg. No. IV/13877/2013 (3 December 2013)
SIN MIN BEER
¢ ¢ [~
OCC: 20000
Reg. No. IV/13882/2013 (3 December 2013)
HINTHA BEER
& ©
00200 00002
Reg. No. I1V/13880/2013 (3 December 2013)

“I have the feeling that what they
want to achieve is to escalate things
because of the international pressure
which has built up [because of the kid-
napping].”

On the day of the mass abduction,
Boko Haram also launched a car bomb
attack on a bus station in a suburb of the
capital Abuja which killed 75. They are
suspected of a similar attack in the same
location on May 1 which left 19 dead.

Four people were Killed in the May
18 attack in Kano, although it was un-
clear whether the attack was linked to
Boko Haram.

Faced with the escalating violence,
Nigeria’s army announced a major
new recruitment drive, with spokes-
person Olajide Laleye warning that
fresh recruits would be sent to the
frontline.

Parliament on May 20 approved
a request for a further six-month
etxtension of a state of emergency in

Borno and neighbouring Yobe and
Adamawa states with the caveat that
non-military means should also be ex-
plored to end the violence.

Nigerian  President = Goodluck
Jonathan is adamant there will be
no negotiations with Boko Haram on
swapping the girls for militant fight-
ers held in Nigerian jails, but the
government has maintained it is open
to dialogue on wider issues.

Nigeria has submitted a request
to the United Nations to proscribe
Boko Haram as an international ter-
rorist group. The global attention on
the plight of the missing girls has also
seen specialist teams from the United
States, Britain, France and Israel sent
to Nigeria.

The analyst Kyari Mohammed
said however that while international
pressure was forcing the government
to act, it was also emboldening Boko
Haram to mount further strikes. — AFP

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Carlsberg A/S, a Company incorporated and existing under the
laws of Denmark, and having its registered office at Ny Carlsberg
Vej 100 1760 Kgbenhavn V, Denmark, hereby declares that the
Company is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following

o CARLSBERG

Reg. No. I'V/8836/2013 ( 15 August 2013)

¥
arlsberg
Reg. No. I'V/8835/2013 ( 15 August 2013)

The above trademarks are used in respect of “Class 32: Beer,
mineral water, aerated water and other non-alcoholic beverage,
all included in Class 32”; and

“Class 33: Alcoholic beverages (except beer)”.

ELEPHANT BEER

Reg. No. IV/1095/1995 (1995)
Reg. No. IV/8837/2013 (16 August 2013)

The above trademark is used in respect of “Class 32: Beer” .

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the above marks or
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

For Carlsberg A/S,

U Soe Phone Myint

Advocate

BM Myanmar Legal Services Limited (Baker & McKenzie)
1203, 12th Floor, Sakura Tower,

339 Bogyoke Aung San Road,

Kyauktada Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated: 26 May 2014
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Myay’s sister finishes off a glass plate; Hpan Myay Hman Myay sits beside a table of finished glass objects inside one of the remaining buildings at the Nagar Glass Factory. Photo: Bridget Di Certo

Buried treasure

In the ruins of Cyclone Nargis remains the near-legendary story of one
family’s fortunes in the glassware business

BRIDGET DI CERTO

Bridget.dicertodgmail.com

PAN Myay Hman Myay can’t quite
remember his age.

“More than 60, but not yet 70,” he
guessed, sitting in the shade of a rust-
ravaged tin roof that has looked ready

to collapse for nearly six years.

Scattered around him and half-hidden under
leaves and shrubs on these 4 acres of land are
the fruits of his labour during those 60-odd
years. It is here, on the outskirts of Yangon,
that as a boy Hpan Myay Hman Myay joined
his father in Myanmar’s first hand-blown glass
factory.

The Nagar Glass Factory is well concealed
off a little-trafficked road behind the Brazilian
Embassy near the north-eastern tip of Inya
Lake. A small dirt side road breaks off, and
following the path through a heavy canopy of
overgrowth to what remains of the factory is
a powerful reminder of the damage Cyclone
Nargis wreaked in Yangon six years ago.

The Nagar Glass Factory is a tumble of fallen
trees, collapsed workshops and warehouses, and
mountains of the precious glass the factory was
once famed for.

After the Second World War left Myanmar,
and its manufacturing sector, in splinters, like
most commodities all glass had to be imported
from Thailand or Japan. It was at this time that

Hpan Myay Hman Myay’s father and five of
his friends saw a market niche for Myanmar-
produced glass.

“At the start they were not perfect,”

Hpan Myay Hman Myay said. “Bit by bit we
improved. I read lots and lots of books about
glassmaking.

“I had to teach myself how to blow the
different shapes, how to affect the viscosity of
the glass and to get the temperature right. Too
much heat, it would be too liquid and not good.
Too cold and the glass will break.

Unlike European or even other Asian glass
blowers, Hpan Myay Hman Myay and his
father’s team of workers were working in an
information vacuum. They only had access to
books imported from England to help teach
themselves how to craft the delicate sculptures
and glasses the factory became known for, Hpan
Myay Hman Myay remembered.

Their patience and persistence paid off, and
the Nagar Glass Factory was born and gained
quick fame within Myanmar. Among the visitors
during the factory’s heyday were National
League for Democracy Leader Aung San Suu
Kyi’s family and, on a whistlestop tour in the
1960s, US astronaut John Glenn.

The Nagar Glass Factory grew into a large
operation, with Hpan Myay Hman Myay and his
younger sisters growing up to take the company
reins. While Hpan Myay Hman Myay cannot
recall the monetary value of the operation, there
were over 100 employed at the glass factory
making products for export to Thailand and
Japan and local distribution.

But in 1997, the glass factory felt the pinch of
trade sanctions and dramatically downsized its
operation. Then, a decade later, Cyclone Nargis

I

Bit by bit we
improved. | read
lots and lots of
books about

glassmaking’

Hpan Myay Hman Myay
Owner, Nagar Glass Factory

smashed through the Ayeyarwaddy Delta,
pounding into Yangon and Nagar Glass.

The violent winds that left more than
100,000 dead also took the family’s main house,
factory and warehouses. Centuries-old trees,
thicker than the brick chimneys of the factory
furnace, were flung across the property. The
storm led to power and water cuts, plunging the

family into literal and emotional darkness.

Shortly before the cyclone hit, Hpan Myay
Hman Myay said he had heard rumours that
foreigners were fleeing the country. Unsettled
by the exodus, he took the unusual measure
of turning off all the gas in the factory shortly
before Nargis made landfall.

“This saved us, because we stayed here. Over
there,” he said, pointing to a cavernous shanty of
rusted corrugated iron in a ditch at one side of
the property. “Because there was no gas we were
lucky, because there were no fires.”

After the financial squeeze of sanctions,
and the cyclone devastation to the factory and
workshop, Hpan Myay Hman Myay and his
family laid off 60 workers and officially closed
down the Nagar Glass Factory.

“Now it is our natural warehouse,” he said,
sweeping his hand across the dilapidated
acreage with piles of finely crafted, hand-blown
glass stacked under leaf litter.

Hpan Myay Hman Myay compares himself
to the factory, something shattered, unable to be
rebuilt. He said he is uninterested in restoring
the factory or opening a shop for his glass.

“The people like to look [through the ruins],”
he said.

The Nagar Glass Factory is located on Hlaing
Mahasi Road, behind the Brazilian Embassy
near the north-eastern tip of Inya Lake. The
factory is open every day for punters to hunt
through the jungle and select glass objects.
Hpan Myay Hman Myay’s sister or niece will
polish and finish the products while you wait.
Vases sell for K10,000 to K15,000; drinking
and wine glasses are around K6000 and glass
sculpture (of anything from fish to cats to
nativity sets) start at K5000.
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Coffee baristas
get ready to
rumble

EI EITHU
91.eieithudgmail.com

MYANMAR baristas will have a
good chance to show their skill in a
national barista championship to be
held June 18 to 20 at the Myanmar
Convention Center in Yangon.

The Myanmar National
Barista Championship 2014 will
test participants’ coffee-making
techniques and knowledge, said Ko
‘Wai Phone, co-founder of Element
Coffee Consulting and Machine
Supplies Company.

“I would like to show the world
that Myanmar has a good barista. So
people around the country who are
interested in this competition can
get involved. They don’t need many
qualifications. They just need to be
over 18, said Ko Wai Phone, who is
also an international barista judge,
roast-master and trainer.

Bangkok Exhibition Services and
Element Coffee helped organise the
event.

“The contestants will compete in
making three different types of coffee:
espresso, cappuccino and signature,”
he said.

A champion and two runners-up
will be named.

After this competition is over,
Element Coffee aims to host another
contest with international baristas in

A member of a dance troupe performs for audience members at the Oramin Myanmar next year, Ko Wai Phone
F High School Queen contest during an interval before the evening-gown Sal%ontestants may register at Coffee
competition at Yangon's Shangri-La Hotel on May 15. Photo: Yu Yu

Circle, 107A Dhammazedi Road, up
until June 12.
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Junction Square Branch:

At Junction Square Shopping Centre, Kamayut Tsp., Yangon. T +85 (1) 527 242 ext:3053, 2305798
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G 2110 G 24, Junction B Shopping Mall, Kyaik Waing Pagoda Road, Mayangone Tsp., Yangon

T +95 (1) 650 771, 650 772 ext: 105-173-178-302

Shwe Ghone Daing Branch:

No.148-151, Corner of Shwe Ghone Daing Street & Banyar Dala Street, Bahan Tsp., Yangon.

www.lotteriacom &) www.facebook.com/lotteriamyanmar
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From gov’t hotel
to high-end resort,
one woman’s
transformative
hotel career

STUART ALAN BECKER

N northern Mandalay, just where
the city becomes countryside,
youw’ll find Rupar Mandalar
Resort, a grand compound
constructed of teak wood and
planted with flowers, shrubs and trees
cared for by a team of gardeners.
There’s even a lizard that lives in
the flowers by the entrance to the spa.
It wasn’t always this way. When
Daw Win Win Tin, the hotel’s front
office manager, started her career
back in 1981, her salary was only K8
per day at the government-owned
Mandalay Hotel and the service there,
as at most other local hotels, was
indifferent - even rude by today’s
standards.

The young Daw Win Win Tin at the
government-owned Mandalay Hotel
in 1981 when she earned K8 per day.
Photo: Supplied

In the 33 years between those
days and now, Daw Win Win Tin
has helped transform Mandalay’s
hospitality industry, driven to meet
the demands of a steadily increasing
stream of international visitors.

At Rupar Mandalar’s restaurant
last week, Daw Win Win Tin
described the changes she’s seen since
she first went to work at Mandalay
Hotel, which today is called the
Mandalay Swan Hotel, located across
from the palace moat.

“Every young lady who joined
the government hotel started out
in housekeeping, even if they were
college graduates,” she said. Likewise,
every young man started out as a
gardener.

“At the time people were not very
open-minded and hotel workers were
looked down upon,” she said.

She got a lucky break when the
manager asked if she wanted to work
at the front desk.

“I sat and dealt with the guests
and never stood up. Nobody taught
us - but now we know this is rude
behavior. Now we know that the
customer is the most important,
because if guests don’t like the hotel,
they won’t come back,” she said.

“In a government hotel, whether
or not you tried hard, you still got
your salary”

Big changes started to come in
1997 when the hotel became a joint
venture and a French hotel manager
arrived who influenced Daw Win Win
Tin’s thinking about hotel service.
Other professionals from Israel and
Germany later arrived in Mandalay to
provide staff training.

“During this time a lot of
foreigners came and they taught
me a lot of things. Their behavior
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was very different from government
[employees].”

Daw Win Win Tin stayed on at the
Mandalay Swan for another two years
after it became a joint venture hotel -
and watched with growing excitement
as the Sedona Hotel was constructed
right next door.

Her next move was to join the
Sedona Hotel as a supervisor, and
after a year she was promoted to
duty manager. Two months later she
became front office manager.

In 2007 she joined the Rupar
Mandalar, which is at the top end of
expensive hotels in Mandalay, with
room rates of more than US$300
per night and a $2500 a night
Presidential Suite.

The Rupar Mandalar Resort was
completed in 2005 with 16 rooms
but has since expanded, thanks to
a government licence, to 22 rooms.

A new wing will open in the next
few months, bringing the room total
to 46. There’s a pool, a spa and a
restaurant that serves Asian and
Western food, and a new coffee shop
is nearing completion.

“We have 100 staff and only 22
rooms,” Daw Win Win Tin said. “The

Staff greet guests upon arrival at the Rupar Mandalar Resort Spa. Photo: Stuart Alan Becker

best thing about this hotel is the
service to all guests from check-in to
check-out. We treat the guests like
they are in their own room in their
own home.”

Most of the guests are foreigners
of two types, she said: honeymooners
and retired couples.

Every year professional trainers
come from Thailand to provide
instruction to the staff at the Rupar
Spa, which is open every day 1-9pm
and where a body scrub costs $40.

With a chef from Guangzhou, the
Rupar Mandalar is locally famous for
Chinese food.

“Guests come from Mandalay Hill
Hotel and Sedona Hotel especially for
the Chinese food.”

As for the future of Myanmar, Daw
Win Win Tin said she hopes salaries
will increase for ordinary Myanmar
people.

“For most of the people staying
in villages in Myanmar, their lives
are not much improved until now.

If we compare with other countries,
salaries around Mandalay are very
low. Even Yangon people get higher
salaries,” she said.

Despite Myanmar’s past, Daw

‘Win Win Tin feels she’s been lucky
to provide for her family’s well-
being. She’s happy that her daughter
recently graduated with a degree in
engineering and that she herself has
been able to travel to Singapore and
Malaysia in the past few years as part
of a bonus program for senior staff.

For Daw Win Win Tin, these are
the best days for Myanmar compared
to the old days around 1981.

“For me there has been only one
career: in hotels.”

Rupar Mandalar Resort
www.ruparmandalar.com.
Corner of 53rd & 30th Streets,
Chan Aye Thar Zan township,
Mandalay

Phone +95 261555

Email reservation @
ruparmandalar.com

Would you like to suggest any hidden
treasures of Mandalay or Upper
Myanmar? Do you want to announce
events that are happening in Mandalay
or Upper Myanmar? Please e-mail your
information to stuart.becker@gmail.com.
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Cooking by feel

Blind chefs show off skills at culinary competition

ZON PANN PWINT
zonpann08@dgmail.com

“PEOPLE used to question whether
a blind person can put food in
their mouth straight when they
eat. I want to show that the blind
can even cook,” Ma Hauk San said,
touching plastic containers of fish
paste, salt, chilli powder and a
bottle of peanut oil to learn the
arrangement of the containers of
ingredients before the blind cooking
competition started.

Most would probably assume
that cooking demands a good light
to keep a chef safe from cutting
herself and good vision to get the
balance of ingredients right and
avoid burning hands on the stove.

The first Blind Cooking Com-
petition in Myanmar challenged
these perceptions of the blind.

Twenty-two students from
the Yangon School for the Blind
participated in the event, which
was organised by the Myanmar
Christian Fellowship of the Blind.
They competed in 11 teams of two.

Ma Hauk San was born blind,
but she used her keen sense of
touch and smell to cook.

“Every day I go to the market,
buy what I like to eat and cook at
home,” she said. She works as a
massage therapist at the school.

The Yangon school in
Mayangone township is one of two
schools operated by the Christian
Fellowship, a non-government
organisation that provides
education, lodging, vocational
training and music for the blind.
Altogether, the fellowship trains
about 224 students, which is just a
fraction of the nation’s estimated
700,000 blind people.

Most have troubles in everyday
life. Yangon’s crumbling sidewalks
pose a hazard, as do reckless
drivers. Socially outcast, the
blind experience high rates of
unemployment. Some become
teachers, but others become
beggars, and most rely on family
support. Although Myanmar
has recognised White Cane Day
since 1992 to promote non-
discrimination against blind
people, society’s attitude has been
slow to shift. The fellowship aims
to help change that.

Standing around a table set
with kitchen utensils, cauliflower,
gourds, beans, carrots, mangoes,
garlic, onion, fresh chicken and
more, Ma Hauk San waited with
excitement. During a 30-minute
preparation, all the participants
were busy touching the utensils
and containers of ingredients to
remember their arrangement.

The competition allowed
each team one-and-a-half hours
to prepare four kinds of dishes:
chicken curry, fried vegetables,
gourd soup and pounded marian.

When the competition started,
each team member took different
tasks. While one chopped chicken
the other peeled garlic and onions
and cut the vegetables.

Ma Hauk San peeled the garlic
slowly and carefully so as not to
harm her hands while her partner
chopped the chicken into small
cubes with her skilled fingers.
Once, a chicken cube jumped off
the cutting board and onto the
floor. She fingered the cutting
board to try to locate the cube but
yielded when she couldn’t find it.

During the competition, six
judges visited each cooking
station, smelling and checking for
cleanliness and helping teams to
pick up fallen spoons that they
didn’t notice had been dropped.

“Reduce the heat, please,” a
judge told a participant who failed
to attend the stove while she
fiddled with opening a container
of spices.

Some teams were married
couples; they seemed to have
a smoother style than teams of
friends.

“At home, my wife and I cook
alternately. At first, I found being
sightless quite a handicap in
cooking, especially when using
a charcoal cooker. The school
prepares kitchens for the blind
at a boarding house. The stove,
kitchen utensils and containers of
ingredients are neatly arranged
in order so it makes it easy for us
when we cook. We just need to go
to the market,” said U Brendan, a
keyboard player at the school.

He and his wife took part in
the competition together. They
support two schoolchildren who
have normal vision.

Apart from a few setbacks,
all participants prepared four
colourful and aromatic dishes.

A spectator told a participant
that “the appetising smell from
your chicken curry and pounded
marian made my mouth water.
Please reduce the salt; I will buy
your dishes after competition.”

After time was up, the teams
neatly put curries on plates and
bowls to let the judges taste.

“I was brought up by my
grandmother and she cooked
for me. She used to say that she
wanted to know how I would
survive through life and feed
myself without sight when she
died. She died years ago. If she
were alive, I would show her how
well I can cook,” he said, adding
that at home he cooks a one-dish
meal for himself every day.

Before the results of the contest
were announced, the audience
was treated with songs sung by
Christian singers.

Then a judge, Mr Oliver from
the Myanmar Chefs Association,
told the crowd, “All the
participants are good. Their dishes
are delicious.” He only half-joked
that he was surprised no one’s
hands were burnt when they put
the gas cookers on high.

He also advised that the chefs
use a bit less salt and added that
the natural sweetness of fresh
meats and vegetables don’t need
seasoning powder (monosodium
glutamate), which has harmful
health effects.

The winning team received
K300,000 while second and third
got K200,000 and K100,000,
respectively. All the dishes were
then sold at auction. The top
three meals went for K4,000,000,
K1,100,000 and K400,000. The
others sold for K100,000 to
K250,000. The money will be used
to help cover the cost of living of
the school’s students.

“Most people know that the
School for the Blind trains people
in literature and vocational
courses.,” said Reverend U
Thein Lwin, secretary of the
fellowship.“But when a student
finishes primary education, he
has to learn to peel onions, cut
vegetables and make fire.”

WEEKLY PREDICTIONS
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AQUARIUS | Jan 20 - Feb 18

Your unpredictable actions

may break everything and

you may not stay around

long enough to carry your

ingenious insights into
effect. You will interest no one in
exploring global issues or electrify the
world with life-changing inventions but
lead yourself toward indignity and infamy.
Unwholesome forces will punish you with
no chance to escape from misery.

LEO | July 23 - Aug 22

Your admirable and
> independent qualities will
show themselves in good
condition, and you can build
personal trust in society. The
greater the flames around the hot seat in
which you sit, the more magnificent your
assertion of power. You will eat the fruits
of successful financial operation and
inspire a mass movement of resentment
and resistance to your business progress.

Having felt all the pain
possible in this world, you

PISCES | Feb 19 - March 20
may prefer dreams to reality,
and you will get hopelessly

lost in your imagination.

Choose to swim upstream and use your
bubbling creativity in practical endeavors.
Overcome your own sensitivity and foster
the emotional understanding to bring
yourself to the final goal of spiritual
fulfillment.

Your practical mind behind
the business machine will be

VIRGO | Aug 23 - Sept 22
noticed soon, and you can
make it your purpose to be

|d/ii
useful to others who may be

ready to help you again. Keep up your
self-confidence and endurance and show
your optimistic attitude at all times. A
wonderful association with a great person
will change your mind and lead you to
take charge.

ARIES | Mar 21 - Apr 19

il

Your specialty is action
rather than extensive
planning, and you should
do things your own way. Be
bold and optimistic to get
the adventure of your life, but think also
about long-term security. The key to
financial success merely requires that
you concentrate on your strengths and
leave your weak areas to those born
under other signs, including Gemini and
Aquarius.

Intellectual expression
should be matched by

LIBRA | Sept 23 - Oct 22
emotions in order to tilt your
relationships toward a

g
natural state of balance.

Concentrate on investigating all the
possibilities of every situation and develop
strategies to solve the most complex
problems of social communication. Let
simple issues carry the weight they
naturally deserve. Any attachment should
be made carefully and consciously.

TAURUS | Apr 20 - May 20

g »

Negative to positive means
unavailable to available. Your
stubborn nature needs to be
made flexible and
harmonious to gain trust,
which is the power that will help you
create something better in your life.
Looking a mile ahead is your remarkable
quality. You also need to be simple and
honest in making money. You cannot
expect to be cool and pleasant in seeking
love and find erotic attachment.

SCORPIO | Oct 23 - Nov 21

Even though you remain cool

and calm in your method of

attack, others will seem to

sense your iron will and

deadly competitive sting. It is
better to involve yourself in recon-
structing rather than in a completely new
enterprise. Your style of success is slow
and controlled, and you see no need to
blast through brick walls. Don’t push new
ventures but observe change.

GEMINI | May 21 - June 20

Great success is built on a
good long situation with
different operations in a
competitive system. Your
spirit speeds through life
with the purpose of stimulating thought
and forming alliances that are clear and
strong. Never get away to the next place
of intrigue before finishing what you first
imagined. Don’t get proud but add value
to others around you.

SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 - Dec 21

. A great opportunity will

~am COome up in conversation to
E make a big change that sets

w you clear on your way to
resolution. To be author-
itative means to show determination
toward making the right changes.
Shoulder the right duty and responsibility
to make a historic mark on the political
record. Diplomacy is the key to success.

CANCER | June 21 - July 22
No lifestyle is secure and
no person has perfect
personal security. With a
strong instinct for
preservation and a

tenacious grip on your possessions
and profits, you will be well prepared
for the battlefields of business. A
golden condition will be up and
running before you get involved. Love
will be enjoyable.

Rules and regulations must
be fair and thorough. Know

CAPRICORN | Dec 22 - Jan 19
that nothing gets finished
without discipline, which is

Jg&
the fundamental unit of any

skill. Everybody is moved by time, but few
know the value of time. You can hope for
good changes in your life, but you may not
know how to make them.

AUNG MYIN KYAW

4™ Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.

i Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameastedgmail.com
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Living well in Myanmar

It's possible to eat
local and right

CHRISTOPH
GELSDORF,MD

livingwellmyanmar(@gmail.com

N this column I've frequently
written on the importance of diet
and exercise in a long and healthy
life. To prevent disease and
disability, a primary care doctor
has no therapy as potent as a healthy
lifestyle. What you eat and how
much you move your body impacts
all aspects of your health, from
cardiovascular function to cancer to
psychological sharpness.

The five fundamental aspects of a
healthy lifestyle are: 1) eating vegeta-
bles, beans, nuts, fish and olive oil,

2) not smoking, 3) exercising 90
minutes per week, 4) not becoming
overweight and 5) drinking a glass of
alcohol every day.

In Yangon we might add carrying
a flashlight at night so you don’t fall
through a hole in the sidewalk.

In a previous column,we discussed
how to eat a “Mediterranean diet”
in Myanmar, which is considered by
many experts to be the healthiest
approach to food consumption.
Ample opportunities exist in Yangon
to access most of the items in the
Mediterranean diet: vegetables and
fish in the market, beans in many
Myanmar and South Asian dishes,
and peanuts pretty much everywhere.

The challenge in eating well for most
people is not the availability of the
proper foods but rather access to
sufficient income to purchase these
foods.

Large studies continue to support
these dietary choices. The Nurse’s
Health Study, one of the largest
investigations into chronic disease
ever conducted, has been following
more than 100,000 people in the US
since the 1970s. The ongoing data
collection has provided medical
professionals with great information
on a healthy lifestyle. A recent
analysis showed that people eating
the most vegetables and fruits had a
17 percent lower risk of heart disease.

A separate analysis from the
Nurse’s Health Study showed that
eating nuts saves lives. People who
ate nuts reduced their risk of death by
7pc if they consumed nuts less than
once per week, by 11pc if they ate nuts
once per week, by 13pc for two to
four times per week, by 15pc for five
to six times per week, and 20pc for
seven or more times per week. Even
better, the study authors checked if
the behaviour worked for just tree
nuts and peanuts (which are actually
legumes) and found the same benefit.

As we’'ve known for many years,
excess meat consumption appears to
have a negative impact on lifespan.
The European EPIC trial of over
400,000 people showed that a daily
intake of 160g (5.60z) or more of
red meat was associated with 14pc
higher mortality than eating meat
infrequently. The data is worse for

eaters of processed meat, such as
salami, for whom death from any
cause was increased by 44pc.

So which parts of the
Mediterranean diet, or our Myanmar
version of it, are most beneficial?

A Greek study using the EPIC data
asked 23,000 people what they

ate and then watched them over

an average of eight years, tracking
how many of them died. With the
data, they could see how different
components of diet affected the risk
of dying. They concluded that a 16pc
reduction in the likelihood of death
could be attributed to high vegetable
intake, 11pc to nut consumption,
10pc to legume eating, 24pc to
moderate alcohol drinking, 17pc to
low consumption of meat and 11pc
to healthy oils like olive oil.

The science of healthy eating
shifts over the decades. Many
people remember the attack on
fats in the 80s, which has cooled
in recent years. Nevertheless the
current data piling up in support of
vegetables, fish, nuts, beans and olive
oil is consistent in its reproducibility
and striking in its benefit. It would
be great to one day conduct research
which shows that a proper Myanmar
diet can achieve the same advantages.

Christoph Gelsdorf is an American Board
of Family Medicine physician who has a
health clinic in Yangon (www.gelsdorfMD.
com). He is a member of the GP Society of
the Myanmar Medical Association.Reader
inquiries are welcomed.
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NEW YORK =]
US show flirts with royalty, ridicule ) 1
Is Britain's newly single, media-shunning Prince Harry really so
desperate for a wife that he asked an American TV channel to

fix him up?

Well no. But that's the fantasy being peddled to 12 pretty,
ultra-competitive American women chasing after a Brit with
ginger hair on a Fox TV dating show.

Panned by critics but tapping into the US obsession with
Downton Abbey and royalty, | Wanna Marry “Harry” premiered on
May 20.

It stars Matt Hicks, a 23-year-old environmental consultant
whose rosy cheeks and ginger mop bear a resemblance to the
fourth in line to the British throne.

He’s been set up with servants, bodyguards, a helicopter
and given the run of an English castle to convince
American beauties he is Prince Charming.

Crucially, it's not clear if the women really
believe it is Prince Harry.

Each episode he’ll ask one woman to leave,
keeping his real identity secret until the grand finale... then wait and see if
his pick likes the real Matt.

LONDON

Philip Roth retires from public view

Philip Roth, widely regarded as one of the greatest US
novelists of his generation, has confirmed he will be
retiring from writing and from the public stage.

In a two-part documentary for BBC, the first part
of which aired May 27, the reclusive author, age 81,
tells interviewer Alan Yentob that “this is my last

appearance on television, absolutely my last

appearance on stage anywhere”.

Roth stunned the literary world 18 months
ago when he told French cultural magazine Les
Inrockuptibles he was laying down his pen.

The grandson of Jewish immigrants from eastern
Europe, Roth grew up in New Jersey, and his own life
was a constant source of material for his fiction.

During the interview, Roth also said that his 2004
comment that he cannot not live without writing had
been misguided. “I was wrong,” he told Yentob. “|
had reached the end. There was nothing more for
me to write about.”

CANNES ,

Director says Indian men ‘confused’ as patriarchy
challenged

Some Indian men struggle to understand changes to their
patriarchal society, amid growing opportunities for women
and awareness of sexual violence, film-maker Kanu Behl
told AFP in an interview in Cannes.

The Indian man is “used to being the dominating
person; he’s used to being the breadwinner; he’s used to
having a wife who's performing a certain role [...] and
suddenly there’s the whole shift in the world outside.”

Behl's directorial debut, Titli, tells the story of a
young criminal trying to escape his oppressive family,
especially his violent elder brother Vikram who works
as a security guard at one of the many new shopping
malls in India. The film is being shown in the Cannes
Film Festival's prestigious new talent section.

Behl said the fatal gang-rape of a young student
in New Delhi in December 2012 influenced the film’s
first draft. The film explores the two worlds shown in the film
- India’s burgeoning shopping malls and the family, which he
called a “fire-breathing monster” in which violence was often as much

psychological as physical.

4 WASHINGTON

- US museum adds Katy Perry portrait to collection
Thanks to the generosity of a US forklift truck dynasty, pop

star Katy Perry will soon take pride of place in the National

Portrait Gallery in Washington.

“Cupcake Katy”, an oil-on-linen portrait by New York artist
Will Cotton, will go up on June 18 as part of a rotating display
of recent acquisitions, the museum said on May 21.

The painting, completed in 2010, is being gifted to
the gallery by the James Dicke family, whose wealth

and large art collection derive from a global forklift
truck business based in Ohio.
In a statement, gallery director Kim Sajet said the
tongue-in-cheek work “brings to mind a traditional
European portrait of a bewitching 18" century belle -
Madame de Pompadour, perhaps?” - AFP

1. US celebrity Paris Hilton attends the De Grisogono Party during the 67th
annual Cannes Film Festival at the Eden Roc hotel in Antibes, France, on May 20.
Photo: AFP/Jean-Christophe Magnenet

2. Italian businessman Flavio Briatore (left) and model Elisabetta Gregoraci
attend the De Grisogono Party during the 67" annual Cannes Film Festival at
the Eden Roc hotel in Antibes, France, on May 20. Photo: AFP/Jean-Christophe
Magnenet

3, 4. Models present creations from Oscar de la Renta’s fall 2014 collection
during the Audi Fashion Festival at the Tent at Orchard Road in Singapore on
May 18. Photo: AFP/Roslan Rahman
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From ltaly,
with love

How to make pasta with not-so-

secret sauce

.-r--1LII1I

PHYO ARBIDANS

phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

GREEN BEANS WITH PAPRIKA

Serves 6

« 3009 green beans

* 4 tbsp olive oil

« 1tsp paprika

« Salt and ground black pepper

Pick the ends of the green
beans and wash. Boil the water

with a tablespoon of salt to blanch
the beans.

When the water boils, turn
down the heat and blanch the
beans for 3-4 minutes. Refresh
them in icy cold water. Drain
well.

Lay beans on the plate, add
olive oil and paprika. Mix well.

Photo: Phyo

HE rain has come and
it’s really pouring. All
my plans for grocery
shopping were postponed
this week, and so my
menus changed as well.

I had to dig around in my
pantry to come up with a recipe.
I found cans of tomatoes and lots
of pasta. Pots of basil grow in our
backyard.

At home we’ve been watching
the Two Greedy Italians cooking
program on TV. The chefs are
always busy in the kitchen with
foodie experiments, but they
maintain that the simplest Italian
dishes are the best, and that
only an Italian mama knows the

secrets: tomatoes, pasta and love.
Well said. So, I decided to be an
Italian mama and make a very
simple tomato sauce.

In fact my husband, John,
cooked the sauce, and we all loved
it. I offer my version below. It’s
quick to prepare and easy to have
a good result. Try it out.

AN ITALIAN MAMA’S PASTA
Serves 6

« 2 cans whole peeled tomatoes
* 4 cloves garlic, crushed

« 5 tbsp olive oil

« 2 red chillies, minced

« 3 tbsp white wine (optional)
« 1/3 cup Italian basil

* 500g pasta
« 120g Pecorino romano cheese

Chop the tomatoes roughly.

Prepare the pasta as per packet
instructions, but do not add oil
to the water. Reserve a cup of the
boiled pasta water.

Add olive oil to a saucepan and
sauté the garlic and chilli. When the
aroma comes out, add the tomatoes
and bring to a boil. Add the wine after
5 minutes. Simmer for half an hour.

Add basil and pasta to the pan.
Mix well. If it is sticky, add 3-4 tbsp
of pasta water.

Serve with grated cheese.

Add fresh ground pepper and
salt to taste.

Cafe wins points for made-at-your-table fresh coffee

Black Sky Café & Bakery

49" Street and Maha Bandoola Road, Pazundaung township,

Ph- 01293093

NANDAR AUNG
nandaraung.mcm(@gmail.com

DISDAINING the rain, I was happy

to walk. But bowing to my friends’
complaints about muddy feet and
squishy toes, I hailed a taxi. Soon
enough we arrived at the Black Sky
Café & Bakery on 49 Street and Maha
Bandoola Road.

The glass showcase by the door is
the first clue. It contains home-baked
cakes, breads, pastries and other
desserts. The walls are hung with
appetising pictures of curry dishes.

As the name implies, the house
speciality is baked goods. That doesn’t
stop them from offering dim sum,
curry with rice and soup for lunch and
dinner, and even at breakfast, served
from 7-9:30am.

A K3000 yat tha mar hin -
drunkard’s soup - includes mushrooms,
cuttlefish, chicken, fish and tomato. Lal
tha mar hin cho (farmer’s soup), also
K3000, melds baby corn, cauliflower,
radish, mustard, prawn and cuttlefish.
The curry was fresh and sweet, if the
soup was a tad watery, but the blend of
sour and spice was eye-opening.

Proceeding to dessert, my
companions selected floss cake (K800)
and blue almond (K500), while I
plumped for the K600 chicken floss,
all washed down with a K2000 pot of
coffee.

The coffee is an experience in itself,

being concocted in a nest of glass flasks
that would be at home in a laboratory.
They contain coffee powder and water
that is heated before you, and bubbles
and percolates satisfyingly, with milk
and sugar added to taste. Our charming
20-year-old waiter explained the
science for us. Next time, if we are not
so busy, we will follow the example of
other customers and brew it ourselves.
It might be less overpowering that way.
Geek warning: Black Sky does not
offer Wi-Fi service. If you go there
with friends and loved ones, you might
actually have to talk to them instead of
losing yourself in your mobile device.
For those who find that an
attraction, Black SKy is a good place for
couples and groups of friends or family
as well as single diners, and for all
who enjoy delicious seafood and local
dishes, whether sweet, sour, salty or
spicy, under air-conditioning,

Restaurant Rating
1.8 .8 8 8

Food
Beverage
Atmosphere

X-factor
Service
Value for money

Black Sky brews up some joe. Photo: Yu Yu
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On May 16, the
celebrity model
Tin Moe Lwin
presented a new
Korean cosmetic
product at an
event at Junction
Square. Famous
actress Moe Moe
Mint Aung was
also in
attendance.
Photo: Thirilu

™,

Ms Christine Chit Thu Wai Nateli Han Khine Htet Oo

Aye That Thar

YIUS graduation ceremony

. Chair of Yangon
Institute for Univer-
sity Studies Aye Cho
presented a speech
and made awards to
this year’s graduates at
Sedona Hotel on May
17. The school offers
preparatory training
for students aspiring
to university.

Photo: Thirilu

e

Wut Hmone Yee Khet Khet

LG lucky draw

Saw Htoo

On May 17, LG hosted a lucky
draw event for its custom-
¢ ers as a token of grati-
. tude at TMW complex,
i, Kaba Aye Pagoda 3
Road. Eight winners ] - :
received valuable g ' [

winner received a 8
50” flatscreen TV, 1 e
the second got a . -;;d
handset while . :

the third got an
air-conditioner.
Photo: Aung Htay
Hlaing

Ma K Thwe and Thandar Sint

awards. The first 5 2

LS auto showroom press conference

On May 22, representatives of LS auto showroom hosted a launch event at
Sedona Hotel to introduce Morris Garages (MG) cars to the Myanmar market.
At present, five models of MG are available at the showroom in Sanchaung
township near Hanthawady Circle, Pyay Road. U Zaw Htoo, a consultant at LS
company, described the features of the MG models. Photo: Thirilu

Zaw Htoo, Mr Lee and Soe Nyunt Aung

TIGER HILL
f_[)im Sum Special

Daily - 11::

Choose from over 60 traditional
dim sum delicacies, served as you order.
b

Dim Sum Lunch A La Carte Buffet
LIS% 19.00 nett
{minimum order start from 2 person)

For resanvation, please call Tiger Hill restaurani:
T: 95 1 544 500 Ext:6294

CHATRIUM

HOTIL 1
LAKE - TRl www.chatrium com/chatrium _hotel yangon

New Ocean Super Center outlet opens

A new Ocean Super Center outlet opened at Shwe-
gonedine Juction on May 18. The owner hosted a cer-
emony to mark the occasion. Famous singers L Saize
and He Lay entertained the crowd.

Photo: Yu Yu

Ma Thandar Htun and
Thant Zin Aung
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Queen’s Sky View bar & restaurant opening

10 Socialite

Yan Aung Htun Ko Ko

Hotel Queen, located on 81% Street in Mandalay, opened a new bar and restaurant called
Queen’s Sky View on May 19. The bar is situated on the hotel’s seventh floor. About a hun-
dred guests were invited to come to the ribbon-cutting ceremony hosted by four famous
celebrities. Guests enjoyed cocktails, a buffet and party. Photos: Sithu Lwin

On May 22, the family behind
a famous Myanmar confec-
tionery, Thazin Biscuit, held
a novitiation ceremony at
Oriental House Restaurant

in Mandalay. Over a hundred
friends, relatives and guests
came to praise the family’s
good deeds. The family do-
nated food and money to the

_: 1a J__.
Ko Zay Yar

)

Make-up Ei Tone

L
A L)

Ko Aung Soe Win Ma Lin Lin Myat 7 Ma Saw Yu Nwe Ko Zaw Gyi and Yadanar Bo
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES
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Y5777 12346 745 825 YJ 23 ' S YJ 28 4 1515 1820 vJ 234 6 1500 1845
EMI AT ! ’6’ ' 300 900 YJ 004 3,§ 1330 15:25 YJ 234 6 15:55  18:45 Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI BT 12345 1130 1230 K7643 Daiy 1235 16:25 W9 252 25 1605  19:00 6T612 23467 1300 1425 YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
FMI AT 7 1530 16:30 \\/(\ll-?;zzg 1,?,6 :ggg :;gg YH 827 4 16:40  19:05 6T 608 1 1300 1500 Flight Days  Dep Ar
FMIC1 12345 1645 1745 : : 6T 606 5 1335 1500 YJ 9611 36 700 11:40
YH732 28 16:40 1845 YANGON TO HEHO K7 423 Daily 1540 17:00 W9 9607 47 14:20 1610
NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON o, ciia 6 o Flight Days  Dep Ar
T T 6TS02  Daly 1650 185 Y81 R YANGON TO MYEIK CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
EMIA2 12345 850 950 w ;gg : :g;‘g 12‘2’3 YJ 891 2457 600 850 Flight Days  Dep Ar Fiight Days  Dep Ar
FMI A2 6 1000 1100 VU602 U s O YHO17 4 610 930 YHE33 13457 700 915 YJ %11 SOR N2 VRN 2
FMI B2 12345 1300 1400 o 120 a1 | e YHOI7 123567 610 915 K7319 Dally 700 905 W3 3608 41 1120 1810
FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00 v . . W9 141 Daily 6:15 820 6T 707 12456 745 945
Y5778 12346 1730 1810 i Ol TN RICES 6T 401 Daly 620 920 Domestic Aitlines
FMI C2 12345 1805 1905 w21 Daiy 1710 1915 : . . MYEIK TO YANGON
8M 6604 247 1720 1830 K7282 Daily 630 930
] ' W9 201 Daily 730 940 Flight Days Dep ~ Amr ]
YANGON TO MANDALAY YJ 761 5 1730 1925 . ) YH 634 13457 1125 1325 Air Bagan Ltd. (W9)
YH 730 46 1745 1910 K7 828 1,35 730 845 it
\I;Ligrét Dags g%;()) A;r ' : i K7 822 947 730 1020 K7320 Daily  11:30 1335 Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102
761 : 7:25 o : - " .
Y. 891 e W REE YANGON TO NYAUNG U K7 266 Daly 800 915 6T 708 12456 1210 W0 | kBT (K7)
YJ 891 1 600 755 Flight Days  Dep Amr YJ 761 124 1100 1210 _ Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 (Airport),
YJ 211 57 6:00 725 YJ 891 2457 6:00 7:20 K7 844 Daily 11:00 15:00 NGON T THANWE ar Fax: 372983, Hot Line: 373746
! : g f 4 - ight ays ep
YJ 201 234 600 725 YH 917 123567 610 745 W9203 Daily 11:00 1210 19 y .
) Daly 630 840 YHO17 4 610 835 YH737 357 1100 1225 wa141 Daily 615 935 f"[ [MHa’LdOE:fl_ay] [5‘[’3220 52506
YH917 4 610 750 W9 141 Daily 615 735 YH727 1 1100 1225 6T 605 5 1151210 s o)
- 6T 607 1 1115 1350 Fax: 525937. Airport: 533222~3, 09-73152853.
YH 917 123567 610 830 6T 401 Daily 620 740 W9 119 1,36 1115 1225 ) : " Fax: 533223.
Y5234 Daily 615  7:30 K7 282 Daily 630 7:50 YJ 751 57 1230 1340 K7422 Daily 1330 1425
6T 401 Daly 620 825 YJ 003 36 700 820 6T 501 Dally 1430 1540 _ Asian Wings (YJ)
YJ 003 36 700 820 W9 143 Daily 715 835 YH731 26 1430 1555 HANDWE TO YANGON let:_995;1 551352236315256;126%142140, 512473, 512640.
YJ 233 1 700 8% 6T 501 Daily 1430 17:20 W9 129 Daily 1500 16:10 :#%Ets Dags :32635 1A5r(rm x :
W9 201 Daily 730 855 YH 731 26 1430 17:25 ; i -
- ; ; i ) . Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
K7266 Daily 800 1005 w211 Daly 1530 17:40 HEHO TO YANGON 67608 Vo M5 1800 e 400446999, 95 9 400447999,
K7 642 Daily 830 1220 Flight Days  Dep A K7 422 Daily 1480 1700 | Fax. 01 860 4051
8M 6603 247 900 10:10 NYAUNG U TO YANGON W9 141 Daly 835 1040
K7 844 Daily 1100 1410 Flight Days  Dep A vJ 891 ; A YANGON TO DAWEI Yangon Airways(YH)
YJ 233 6 11:00 12:25 YJ 891 2457 735 10:15 vJ 891 2457 900 10:15 Flight Days Dep Arr ;el: [+9g-1] 383100, 383 107, 700 264,
x ;‘;‘7 ‘1?14 :m g?g YHOI8 123567 745 1025 wan s | oo | 6T707 12456 745 @55 |Fex 69233
YHT37 T ”:00 13:10 W9 141 Da!Iy 750 10:40 6T 402 Daily 935 1045 YH 633 13457 700 825 EMI Air C_harter - Sales &
— . : 6T 401 Daily 755  10:45 YH918 4 930 1040 Reservations
YH 729 46 11:00 1400 YH918 4 835 1040 i : : DAWEI TO YANGON Tel: (95-1) 240363, 240373 / (+95-9) 421146545
il SRR W9 144 Daly 850 10:10 K7 283 i s Flight Days  Dep Ar
W9 251 25 1115 1240 b ' ' W9 201 Daly 955 1105 _ .
Yo 601 T K7 283 Daily  10:40 12:00 7967 e L e e 67708 12456 1300 1410
. : ‘ YH732 26 1725 1845 aly : ' YH 634 13457 1215 1325
YJ 761 5 1300 1425 6T 500 R W9 204 Daily 1225 1335 .
K7 226 246 1300 1425 R = T G K7829 135 1350 1505 YANGON TO LARSHIO 6T = Air Mandalay
6T 501 Daily 1430 1630 ¥ : ' : - ; W9 = Air B
YJ 004 36 1415 1525 Flight Days Dep Arr ir Bagan
YH 731 26 1430 16:40 - . .
W9129 Daly 1500 1655 YANGON TO MYITKYINA s Daily 1515 1810 YJ 751 57 1045 1300 | YJ = Asian Wings
: ' Flight Days  Dep Am YH728 1 1545 1835 YH 729 246 1100 1300 _
_ _ K7 = AIR KBZ
MANDALAY TO YANGON YJ 201 234 6:00 850 W9 120 1,36 15:45 1755 YJ 751 3 1230  14:45 -
YJ 211 57 600 850 YJ 761 124 1550 18:00 YH = Yangon Airways
Flight Days Dep  Arr ; - . . . . LARSHIO TO YANGON
YH918 4 750 1040 YJ 233 ! 700 950 6T 501 Daily 1555 1855 SHIO TO YANGO FMI = FMI AIR Charter
Y5233 Daly 810 925 YH828 26 700 1000 YH732 26 1535 1845 Flight Days  Dep AT | Y5=Golden Myanmar Airlines
YJ 891 1 810 1005 K7 642 Daily 830 1050 YH 738 35,7 16:25 18:35 YJ 752 3 15:00 1845 :
YJ 891 2457 820 10:15 YJ 23 6 1100 1350 Wg129 Dally 1625 1835 YH730 2 1540 1805 Subject to change
YH918 Daly &30 1025 W9 251 25 1115 1410 YJ 751 57 1700 1810 YH 730 46 1645 1910 without notice
6T 402 Daly 845 1045 YH 826 4 1400 16:40 YJ 751 3 1735 1845 YJ 752 57 1555 1810
W9 201 Daily 310  11:05
W9 144 Daily 920 1045 MYITKYINA TO YANGON YANGON TO SITTWE YANGON TO PUTAO lh:lj rsday
m riaa
Y5132 3567 930 10:30 Flight Days Dep  Arr Flight Days Dep Armr Flight Days Dep Arr Satu r{i 2
K7 267 Dally  10:20 1225 YJ 202 234 905 1155 6T 607 1 1115 1240 YJ 233 1 700 10:45 3 = Wednesday Sy
YJ 761 6 1030 1155 YJ212 57 905 1225 6T 611 23467 1115 1240 YJ 233 6 11:00 1445

First class information from a source vou can trust is now more important than ever.

Which is why more than half a million people read the newspaper for business and lifestvle.
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep
PG 706 Daily 6:15
8M 335 Daily 7:40
TG 304 Daily 9:50
PG 702 Daily 10:30
TG 302 Daily 14:55
PG 708 Daily 15:20
8M 331 Daily 16:30
PG 704 Daily 18:25
TG 306 Daily 19:45
YANGON TO DON MUENG
Flights Days Dep
DD 4231 Daily 8:00
FD 2752 Daily 8:30
FD 2756 Daily 12:15
FD 2754 Daily 17:50
FD 2758 Daily 21:30
DD 4239 Daily 21:00
YANGON TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep
MI 509 12,67 0:25
8M 231 Daily 8:00
Y5233 Daily 10:10
SQ 997 Daily 10:25
3K 586 2,46 11:20
TR 2827 16,7 1510
TR 2827 2345 17:10
3K 588 1346 1915
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
Flights Days Dep
8M 501 1356 8:55
AK 1425 Daily 8:30
MH 741 Daily 12:15
8M 9506 Daily 1215
8M 9508 Daily 1545
MH 743 Daily 15:45
AK1421 Daily 16:45
YANGON TO BEWING
Flights Days Dep
CA716 37 23:50
YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
Flights Days Dep
8M 711 247 8:40
(CZ 3056 36 11:25
(CZ 3056 15 17:30
YANGON TO TAIPEI
Flights Days Dep
Cl 7916 12356 10:50
YANGON TO KUNMING
Flights Days Dep
CA 906 Daily 12:15
MU 2012 3 12:20
MU 2032 124567 1450
YANGON TO HANOI
Flights Days Dep
VN 956 13567 19:10
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
Flights Days Dep
VN 942 24,7 1425
YANGON TO DOHA
Flights Days Dep
QR919 1,4,6 7:40
YANGON TO PHNOM PENH
Flights Days Dep
8M 403 36 16:50
YANGON TO SEOUL
Flights Days Dep
0Z770 47 0:35
KE 472 234 23:35
YANGON TO HONG KONG
Flights Days Dep
KA 251 12,46 01:10
YANGON TO TOKYO
Flights Days Dep
NH914 Daily 21:45
YANGON TO SIEM REAP
Flights Days Dep
8M 401 1,36 8:35
YANGON TO GAYA
Flights Days Dep
8M 601 356 7:00
YANGON TO DHAKA
Flights Days Dep
BG 061 14 1945
YANGON TO INCHEON
Flights Days Dep
8M 7702 Daily 23:35
8M7502 47 0:35
MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
Flights Days Dep
PG 710 Daily 14.05
MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE
Flights Days Dep
Y5233 Daily 8:05
MANDALAY TO DON MUENG
Flights Days Dep
FD 2761 Daily 12:45

8:30
9:25
11:45
12:25
16:40
17:15
18:15
20:20
21:35

Ar
9:45
10:20
14:05
19:35
2315
22:55

Ar
5:00
12:25
14:40
14:45
15:50
19:35
21:35
23:45

Ar
12:55
12:50
16:30
16:30
20:05
20:05
21:00

Ar
0550+1

Ar
13:15
16:15
22:15

Ar
16:15

Ar
15:55
18:20
18:20

Ar
21:30

Ar
17:15

Ar
11:10

Ar
19:15

Ar
910
8:05+1

Ar
05:45

Ar
06:50+1

Ar
10:45

Ar
14:40

Ar
15:00

MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar Flights Days Dep Ar
MU 2030 Daily 1440 17:30 MU 2011 3 825 1140
CA905 Daily 1045  11:15
~ MANDALAYTO GAYA MU 2031 124567 1330 1400
Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 603 4 110 1215 HANOITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep A
~ NAYPYIDAWTO BANGKOK N 957 13567 1650 1810
Flights Days Dep Ar
PG 722 12345 19:30  22:30 HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
BANGKOK TO YANGON
Fights Days Dep - VN 943 247 1140 13:25
76303 Daiy 755 850 DOHATO YANGON
PG 701 Da?ly 8.50 9:40 Flights Days Dep At
8336 L L T M R918 Daly 2030 615+
16301 Daily 1300 1355
PG 707 Daily 1340 14:30 GAYATO YANGON
PG 703 Daily 16:45  17:35 Fiights Days Dep AT
8M 332 Dally 1915 20:00 -
PG 705 Daily 20.00 21:30 PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
L MG TGN 8Fl\|/||g2§4 D'o’aés 2?)(-31p 5 2?10
Flights Days Dep Ar ’ ’ '
DD 4230 Daily 630 715 SEOULTO YANGON
FD 2751 Daily 715 8:00 Flights Days Dep Arr
FD 2755 Daily 1110 1145 , ,
FD 2753 Dally 1635 17:20 25 %; Zésg Ejgg ggig
FD 2757 Daiy 2015 20:55 ' ' '
DD 4238 Daily 19:25 20:15 TOKYO TO YANGON
SINGAPORE TO YANGON Al DS DED | (A7
Flghts T Dep At NHO13 Daiy 11:00 1540
SQ 998 Daily 755 920
3K 585 1346 910 1045 i hBHONG KOBIG il YAN;; L e
TR 2826 167 1310 1430 9 s P
8M 232 Dally 1325 1450 KA 250 1357 2145 2330
MI518 Dally 1420 1545 AKA
TR 2826 2345 1500  16:30 Fohts i DTO YANG%N A
Y5234 Daily 1535  17:05 9 ays e 4
K587 25 1705 1835 BG 060 14 16:30 1845
Mi 520 57 2210 2335 INCHEON TO YANGON
BEIING TO YANGON Flights Days Dep A
Flights Days Dep AT 8M 7701 Daily 1845  22:35
CA905 357 1930 2250 8M 7501 36 1950  23:25
KAULA LUMPUR TO YANGON BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep A Flights Days Dep Arr
AK1426 Daily 6:55 8:00 PG 709 Daily 1200 1320
MH 740 Daiy 1005 1115
8M 9505 Daiy 1005 1115 DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
8M 502 12356 1250 1350 Flights Days Dep Ar
8M 9507 Daily 1330 14:40 FD 2760 Daily 1050 1215
MH 742 Daiy 1350 15:00
AK 1420 Daily 1505  16:15 KUNMING TO MANDALAY
Flights Days Dep A
GUANGZHOUTO YANGON MU 2029 Daly 1355 1350
Flights Days Dep Ar
0Z 3055 36 840 1025 GAYATO MANDALAY
(Z 3055 15 1440 16:30 Flights Days Dep AT
8M712 247 1415 1550 8M 604 4 1315 16:20
TAIPEI TO YANGON BANGKOK TO NAYPYIDAW
Flights Days Dep A Flights Days Dep Ar
cl7915 12356 700 955 PG 721 12345 1700 1900
International Airlines | |International
FD & AK = Air Asia
Air Asia (FD) TG = Thai Airways
Tel: 251 885, 251 886. 8M = Myanmar Airways International
Air Bagan Ltd.(W9) Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102 PG = Bangkok Airways
Air China (CA) MI = Sitk Air
Tel : 666112, 655882. VN = Vietnam Airline
Air India MH = Malaysia Airlines
Tel : 253597~98, 254758. Fax: 248175 ey e e
Bangkok Airways (PG) Cl = China Airlines
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119 oG
Condor (DE) KA = Dragonair
Tel: + 95 1 -370836 up to 39 [ext : 810) Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
Dragonair (KA) IC = Indian Airlines Limited
Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, Fax : 255329 =
— W9 = Air Bagan
Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5) 3K = Jet Star
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999, —=
Fax: 01860 4051 Al = Air India
Malaysia Airlines (MH) SRR R D
Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 KE = Korea Airlines
Fax : 241124 NH = All Nippon Airways
Myanmar Airways International(8M) 5Q = Singapore Airways
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305 DE = Condor Airlines
Silk Air[MI] MU=China Eastern Airlines
Tel: 255 287~9, Fax: 255 290 BR = Eva Airlines
Thai Airways (TG) DD = Nok Airline
Tel : 255491~6, Fax : 255223 Al= Air India
Vietnam Airlines (VN) BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines
Fax : 255086. Tel 255066/ 255088/ 255068. TR = Tiger Airline
Qatar Airways (Temporary Office) )
Tel: 379845, 379843, 379831, Fax: 379730 Subject to change
Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG) without notice
Tel: 371867~68, Fax: 371869.
Nok Airline (DD)
Tel: 255050, 255021, Fax: 255051 Day 4 = Thursday
- — 1 = Monday 5 = Friday
Tiger Airline (TR) 2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
Tel: 371383, 370836~39 Ext: 303 3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday

Nay Lin Htike, ready to help you travel better. Photo: Yu Yu

New cafe caters to
the ambitious, and
thirsty, traveller

Off the Beaten Track offers food, drink and travel
resources and conversation

EIEITHU
91.eieithuldgmail.com

OULD you like to go
to a cafe and exchange
travel knowledge of
Myanmar while just
having a coffee or
something? Now you can, at Off the
Beaten Track travel cafe at Kandawgyi
Lake.

The cafe offers not only food and
drink but also the opportunity to talk
travel, especially how to get around
without the aid of a travel agent or
tour group.

The cafe owners can explain and
recommend places to go, how to
get there and answer the questions
travellers may have about tourism in
Myanmar.

Nay Lin Htike, 39, had been an
English tour guide for 17 years before
he opened the cafe, so it’s no surprise
he communicates easily with English-
speaking visitors.

He officially opened Off the Beaten
Track on April 9. The main hope is to
provide travel information other than
what is already popular and offered by
agents and guidebooks. Myanmar has a
lot of beautiful landscapes, and Nay Lin
Htike hopes his customers will help to
uncover some new destinations.

P L ook W

“We give free advice and service to
tourists. The tourists can ask for trip
advice. For example, if they want to
go to Myitkyina, we can calculate the
cost of transportation by train and by
bus and also of accommodation,” Nay
Lin Htike said.

Every Thursday night the cafe
features “tipsy travel talk”, a regular
event where travellers can have a
drink while sharing and discussing
their experiences. Drinks are on 10
percent discount.

The cafe also offers a small
library with many English travel
books and a big map of Myanmar
that’s easy to read. There’s also free
Wi-Fi. Customers can photocopy
information for a small fee.

The restaurants comprises nine
tables and a small bar and kitchen.
All tables are housed on island
platforms like comfortable mini
bungalows and decorated with
white cloth, curtains and small
pillows. The table-islands are all
named for the cities of Myanmar,
and the menu items are cleverly
travel-themed.

Prices for food and beverage are
modest, ranging from K2000 to
K6000. The cafe is open daily from
1lam to 11pm in Kandawgyi Natural
Park, Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.

TAAVEL CAFE"

4

Plan your trip and rest up at a cozy table. Photo: Yu Yu
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Universal Crossword SUDOKU PACIFIC

Edited by Timothy E. Parker Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

LITTLE AMMO By Kenneth Holt

ACROSS 6 Despot’s equal lobes 45 Compulsory 3 8 6 1
1 Brings up the rear duration 28 Graven image, e.g. force
5 It may be irresistible 7 Worn threads 29 Horsepower 46 Loggin
p gging
9 Fuzzbuster’'s 8 Unnamed booster channel
finding alternative 30 They’re good for 47 Superior
14 Opera feature 9 Kind of gallery your hands residence?
15 Not made up 10 Valuable fiddle 31 Traffic snarler 48 Heathen god
16 End of the Greek 11 Prefix meaning “half’ 32 Hurriedness 49 Arm bone
alphabet 12 Malaria symptom 33 Union platform? 50 “What am on
17 Predicament 13 They may be trapped 35 Death notice, . —
18 Snobbery in a maze briefly (auction query)
19 The entire 21 Head of state? 36 Strange sky 51 Giraffes have a long 1 3 7
range 22 Opposite of sightings one
20 Swimsuit 16-Across 38 What bores 52 Epoxy
models 25 Group of induce 53 Hardly vibrant
23 Convent resident conspirators 39 Uniform cloth 54 “Faster! Faster!”
24 Hilo souvenir 26 Software buyers 44 Appellation 55 Make hourly
25 Ark measures 27 Having two for winter 56 Entanglement

29 Bugler’s
goodnight 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 13
31 Half a ballroom dance

34 Place for all kidding?

35 Word said with a 14 15 16
grimace

36 River to the
Caspian Sea

37 Good time to
make the bed

40 Nutmeg cover

41 Pen ends

42 Ground-cover plant

43 Hallucinatory drug

44 No longer
deceived by

45 A reindeer

46 Sick-day reason

47 Short-necked
diving bird

48 Forming lasting
relationships

57 Family treasury

58 German river

59 Equine color

60 Inner personality,
to Jung

61 Actor’s lines
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5/29 DIFFICULTY RATING: v v v vy vy

WENEERWeREE, oo

HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters
spell the Wonderword.

62 Pearl Mosque city SEAWEED Solution: 6 letters
63 Filled, as a ship’s hold
64 Piano parts S ULLAHTABUBSALTS
arge bell sound
DOWN THERBALAVYERBSNN
3 Wora with high i > ” SFOSPORERASRBAETE
Essential point 60 61 62
3 Essential po A LEROCKUNCUORLE
sg?;’n“g{“bee“;ond 63 6 65 FSOEEETCSHSWETPR
t
DUAVRAI UYRHNHSG
DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS
. T LOLI NENRENISI UTC
YOU HAVE A LARGE— 3 T : | B RNLETNRAMI
SCREEN SMARTPHONE, ||  tike~ || Reatizel ANB - O S 6
s etk 1| et A pere | T LT LB AAATN AP L
FROM ONE PLACE TO |8 e 2|  CREME e EIl AGBWI MDNORTFEDO
ANOTHER. 4 = 3 :
-] ’3%3:) r ARHURSTRIPEOUNN
A . 3 j N\ \ &) GTREATMENTSHETD I
= E = i 1 :'I'
: Ak 3 fﬂLUDEGREMBUSCLEE
3 i el ANTI OX I DANTNSUDS
PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ UBMOKLATSTEIKALTD S
ETIQE'?;.;"R@TEHEERHES | é:g%hﬁggh%#i% © 2014 Universal Uclick www.w.onderword.cor‘il Jt-)in us on Faceb-ook 5/26
o M— ABOUT THEIR RELATIVES! Algae, Anchor, Ancient, Antioxidant, Asian, Bath, Beach,
\L y Blade, Brown, Colonies, Cuisine, Feed, Flora, Frond,
: Fuels, Green, Herbal, Herbs, Holdfast, Kombu, Lakes, Laver,
(| Marine, Miso, Nature, Nutritious, Paint, Plant, Reef, Rivers,
Rock, Rubbery, Salt, Spore, Stalk, Stripe, Submerged,
Sunlight, Sushi, Suspended, Thallus, Treatments, Underwater
'u"r:

To purchase WONDERWORD books,
visit www.WonderWordBooks.com, or call 1-800-642-6480.

BY BILL WATTERSON PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

BOY, T DONT | ME NEVTHER. | | TWE DEA OF SomE crazy | [ I Guess { So wiiAT oo 1 el ZI6lig¥lo g/
SNUGGLED UP | | KNOW UOW | T CANT GET | | STRANGER GONG THROUGH | | YoUlL UAVE | Z GET TO P | =1
MO | EET | W | PR St bi6lslOlElals z L
| SwFrD ANMAL O ve6si9€e8lzcl
FEEL SAFE WITH. G ELILIVP Z|69 8
’ c9 v L8l6|SE L
8.6|€ES9 LVZE
L2 8|79 LIEIS|6
6 v €2 LISIB LY
LIS[9[8I6/EICILiP

Laugh all the way to the bank when you rent this space.

The tea break page is being re-formatted in readiness for our move to a daily cycle. It may look something like this in the future.
Our market research shows that a page like this attracts a large number of readers, who loyally read it every day.
Ring Marketing Department to book this space permanently and

laugh all the way to the bank with the extra business coming in your door.

Telephone us now on +951 392 928




EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand
Road, Yangon. Tel :
251810, 251797, 251798.

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon.

Tel: 515275, 526144,
email: bdootygn(@d
mptmail.net.mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,

6™ mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 587225,
507251. email: Administ.
yangon(ditamaraty.gov.br.

Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1],
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
566985, 503978.

email: bruneiemb(@
bruneiemb.com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 549609, 540964.
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 221280, 221281.

Danmark, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17.

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 222886, 222887,
Egyptembassy86(@
gmail.com

France 102, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 212178, 212520,
email: ambaf rance.
rangoun(@ diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke
Aung San Museum Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 548951, 548952,
email: infoldrangun.
diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
St, Yangon.

Tel: 391219, 388412,
email: indiaembassy @
mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100,
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 254465,
254469, email: kukygn @
indonesia.com.mm

The Essentials

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 515115, fax:
515116, email: infold
yangon.mfa.gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road,

Golden Valley, Yangon.
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax:
514565, email: ambyang.
mail(@ esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8,
540399, 540400, 540411,
545988, fax: 549643

Kuwait

62-B, Shwe Taung Kyar
St, Bahan Tsp.

Tel : 01-230-9542, 230-
9543.

Fax : 01-230-5836.

Lao A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 222482, Fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon(@
mptmail.net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb
@mptmail.net.mm

Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17
Fax - 01- 9669516

New Zealand No. 43/C,
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : 01-2306046-9

Fax : 01-2305805

Netherlands Diplomatic
Mission No. 43/C, Inya
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805

North Korea 77C, Shin
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 512642, 510205

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 222881
(Chancery Exchange)

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 558149-151,Email:
p.e. yangon@gmail.com

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,
Tel : 01-566538, 566539

Russian 38, Sagawa Rd,
Yangon.
Tel: 241955, 254161,

Royal Embassy of Saudi
Arabia No.287/289, U
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung.
Tel : 01-536153, 516952.

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.0.Box No. 943,
Yangon. Tel: 515282,
515283, email: serbemb
(@ yangon.net.mm

Singapore 238,
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 559001,
email: singemb_ ygn(@_
sgmfa. gov.sg

IOM 318 (A) Ahlone Rd, Dagon

Tsp, Yangon.Tel - 01-210588,
09 73236679, 0973236680,
Email- iomyangon(@iom.int

UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd,

Kamayut Tsp.
Tel : 534498, 504832

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,
Mayangone tsp.
Tel: 666903, 664539.

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.

UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.

UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp.
Tel: 524022, 524024.

South Korea 97
University Avenue, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 527142-
4,515190, fax: 513286,
email: myanmar@mofat.
go.kr

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win
Road, Yangon.
Tel: 222812,

Switzerland

No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5
Y2 mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 534754, 507089.

Thailand 94 Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
226721, 226728, 226824

Turkish Embassy

19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 662992, Fax : 661365

United Kingdom 80
Strand Rd, Yangon.

Tel: 370867, 380322,
371852, 371853, 256438,

United States of
America 110, University
Avenue, Kamayut Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 536509,
535756, Fax: 650306

Vietnam Bldg-72,
Thanlwin Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 511305

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.
Tel: 254852, 254853.

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan,

tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435,
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,
unicef.yangon(dunicef. org,

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward

7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903,
9660556, 9660538, 9660398.
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org

UNOPS 120/0, Pyi Thu Lane,
7 Miles, Mayangone Tsp.
Tel: 951-657281~7.

Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.

Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19,

292637 (Resident Coordinator],

WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe
Taung Kyar, (Golden Valley),
Bahan Tsp. Tel : 2305971~6

WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile,

Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-

6, 650416, 654386-90.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Tsp. Tel: 225258.

FAO Myanma Agriculture
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel:
641672, 641673.

For more information about these listings, Please Contact - classified.mcm(@gmail.com

591387.

407007.

“tel: 254563, 370768.

HOSPITALS

Immigration @tel: 286434.

Ministry of Education #tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports #tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #¢tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication [MPT] =tel: 067-

¥ Fire wtel: 191, 252011, 252022.
#= Police emergency #tel: 199.
#= Police headquarters #tel: 282541, 284764.
# Red Cross #tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch #tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication #tel: 591384,

Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs zstel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health #tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

Central Women'’s Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital =tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency) #tel: 420096.
Worker's Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Emergency Numbers

E& Ambulance #tel: 295133.

Yangon Children Hospital @tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.

Yangon General Hospital (East] =tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.

Yangon General Hospital (New) mtel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) =tel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH) #tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131,
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #rtel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). =tel:

285499.

&5 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811.

¥ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] =tel: 382722

=" RAILWAYS
Railways information

#tel: 274027, 202175-8.

FAX : 951-254158

EMAIL : CLASSIFIED.MCM{@GMAIL.COM

I WWW.MMTIMES.COM
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General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

=

Asia Plaza Hotel
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung

San Road, Corner of

38" Street, Kyauktada

Township, Yangon,

Myanmar.

Tel : (951) 391070, 391071.

Reservation@391070

(Ext) 1910, 106.

Fax : (951) 391375. Email :

hotelasiaplazaldgmail.com

Avenue 64 Hotel

No. 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392,
01 656913-9

Chatrium Hotel
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : (951) 546373,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
infoldcloverhotel.asia

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia

Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street
(Upper Block], Pabedan Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974

www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

Confort Inn

4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut,
tel: 525781, 526872

il

Cden Salace Frotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

P2~ GRAND
‘“;]. PALACE
B HOTEL

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing,
Thamine Station St., Near
the Bayint Naung Point,
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744,
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace(@
myanmar.com.mm

Hotel Yangon
91/93, 8 Mile Junction,
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

WBe t

estern
\—
BEST WESTERN
Green Hill Hotel

No. 12, Pho Sein Road,
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300,
209343 Fax : (95-1) 209344
bestwestern.com/
greenhillhotelyangon.com

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-rgm.com

MiCasa Hotel Apartments
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.

tel: 650933. fax: 650960.

(&) PANDA
= oetel

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
infoldmyanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung.
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Yuzana Hotel
130, Shwegondaing Rd,
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600

Yuzana Garden Hotel

44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp,
tel : 01-248944

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

Golden Hill Towers
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp.

tel: 558556. ghtower(@
mptmail.net.mm.

HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,

09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(@

gmail.com, http://www.

happyhomesyangon.com

Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.
email: enquiry.prygn(@
parkroyalhotels.com
parkroyalhotels. com.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.
www.rwehotel.com

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

The Grand Mee Ya Hta
Executive Residence

372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd,

Pabedan Tsp.
tel 951-256355 (25 lines).

Traders Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

Winner Inn

42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

(0]

MiCaxa Hovel Apartments

YANGON MYANMAR
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm(@
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

n ROYAL KUMODEA HOTEL
(Nay Pyi Taw)

Reservation Office (Yangon)

123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,

Dagon Township

Tel : 951-255819~838

Royal Kumudra Hotel,

(Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel  :067- 414177,
067- 4141 88

E-Mail: reservation(d

maxhotelsgroup.com

ADVERTISING

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SALL

A DV

SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820,
2301195, Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com
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ADVERTISING & MEDIA

‘.TH RAPA
PUBLIC RELATIONS

brings you to Myanmar hearts
Media Relations,
Event Management &
Strategic Communications
Hotline : 09 730 81 787
Email : tharapa.myanmar
[@gmail.com

AIR CONDITION

FRF4SH

Alr Conditioning Systems

The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day

Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P., 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.acldfreshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

La Source
Sy

YANGON

La Source Beauty Spa
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252
Beauty Bar by La Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : (7167)
LS Salon

Junction Square, 3rd Floor.
Tel : 95-1-527242, Ext : 4001
MANDALAY

La Source Beauty Spa

No. 13/13, Mya Sandar St,
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.

Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

CAR RENTAL

E % NYAN MYINT THU
Car Rental Service

No. 56, Bo Ywe St,

Latha Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : 01-24655T, 375283,

09-2132778, 09-31119195.

Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983(@

DELIVERY SERVICE

FITNESS CENTRE

i — - ! —
o — ‘ - —
Express Delivery &
Logistic Service
YGN Tel : 01-2301865
MDY Tel : 09-4200-66638
NPT Tel : 09-4920-5684

X i ?‘ L
M s
Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road,
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011
[@gmail.com

Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION

Air Con Sales & Service
No. 2/1, Than Thu Mar
Rd, Thuwunna Junction.
Tel : 09-4224-64130

BARS

50t Street
9/13, 50th street-lower,
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

5 NTR
2N N A
With the most advance technology

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 09-425-307-717

e

ZAMIL STEEL
—~—

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

aﬂﬂ%ﬁ

Lobby Bar

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp.
tel: 250388.

BOOK STORES

Strand Bar 92, Strand
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar.
tel: 243377 fax: 243393,
sales@thestrand.com.mm
www.ghmhotels.com

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana
Esthetic

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

d MOHHMEﬁl‘r

¢ 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 536306, 537805.
Email : yangon(@
monument-books.com
» 15(B), Departure Lounge,

Yangon Int'l Airport.

* #87/2, Crn of 26 & 27t
St, 77 St,Chan Aye Thar
Zan Tsp, Mandalay

L: (02) 24880.

CONSULTING

THURA £ SWISS

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd. Yangon
Tel: +9510]1 654 730
infol@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

COURIER SERVICE

DTDC Courier and Cargo
Service (Since 1991)
Yangon. Tel : 01-374457
Mandalay. Tel : 09-431-
34095. www.DTDC.COM,
dtdcyangon(@gmail.com

&

Balance Fitnesss

No 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon

gmail.com. www.sbs-myanmar.com | | 01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
COFFEE MACHINE DUTY FREE balancefitnessyangon.com
oy o b an
- GATIOOM PP 77esS
illy, Francis Francis, VBM, - WHAT WE LIVE FOR
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi ,Q}rmm (‘J’?’jﬂr&.i Life Fitness
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd. Duty Free Shops Bldg A1, Rm No. 001,

Yangon International
Airport, Arrival/Departure
Mandalay International
Airport, Departure

Office: 17, 2™ street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Shwekabar Housing,
Mindhamma Rd,
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511,

Fax: 01-656522,

Hot line: 0973194684,
natraysports(dgmail.com

@ SuperR MEGA
Encineess Grour Co., Lin.

One-stop Solution for
Sub-station, M&E Work
Design, Supply and
Install (Hotel, High Rise
Building Faclory?
193/197, Shu Khin Thar
Street, North Okkalapa
Industrial Zone, Yangon.
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700
Email: supermega%7@
gmail.com.
Www.supermega-engg.com

REALA

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl
Street, Golden Valley Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar
([dgmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

FLORAL SERVICES

ENTERTAINMENT

Door to Door Delivery!!!

MYANMARBOOKCENTRE
Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road

and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant],
Ahlone Township. tel:

212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info@
myanmarbook.com

CO WORKING SPACE

(5) THE GARAGE

Tl
CAFE D BAR

No. (), Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
infoldventuraoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

A

HOL&

- Learn to dance with
= social dancing

- 94, Bogalay Zay St,
> Botataung T/S,

= Yangon.

— Tel :01-392526,
01-1221738

FASHION & TAILOR

G‘;TEH!\-’.-‘.L _LOWERS

FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

3 EE.:& mighets *
B SEIN SHWE raon &
Sein Shwe Tailor, 797
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, MAC Tower 2,
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 01-225310, 212943~4
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail:
uthetlwin@gmail.com

sty

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

BUY SPACE

FORAS LITT

- AS

K.4500

CALL US NOW. -
392928, 253642 | WIVANMARTIME

‘ Sy,

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground FL,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax
- 01-203743, 09-5007681.
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

World’s leader in
Kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water
Heater. Tel: 251033,
379671, 256622, 647813

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing),
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736,
09-73037772.

Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St,
Btw 30th & 31st St, Chan
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.
Naypyitaw : Level (2),
Capital Hyper Mart,
Yazathingaha Street,
Outarathiri Tsp. Tel : 09-
33503202, 09-73050337

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Best Jewels

No. 44, Inya Road,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-2305811, 2305812.

$ 360D

Thamaonds & Fiex kowolry

Diamond Palace Jewelry
Shop (1) - No. 663/665,
Mahar Bandoola Rd,
Yangon. Tel : 01-371 944,
371 454, 371 425

Shop (2) - No.1103/1104/
1105, Ground FL, Taw Win
Center, Yangon.

Tel: 01-8600111 ext :1103,
09 49307265

Shop (3) - No.B 020,
Ground FL, Junction
Square Shopping Center,
Yangon.

Tel : 01-527 242 ext : 1081,
09 73203464

Shop (4) - Ground FL,
Gamonepwint Shopping
Mall, Kabaraye Pagoda
Rd, Yangon.

Tel : 01-653 653 ext : 8205
09 421763490
info@seinnandaw.com
www.seinnandaw.com
www.facebook.com/
seinnandaw

W,

MANAWMAYA
HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales(dmanawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

Your Most Reliable Jeweller

SPGEMS

The Natural Gems of
Myanmar & Fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road,

(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-660397, 654398
spgems.myanmar(
gmail.com

The Lady Gems &

Jewellery

No. 7, Inya Rd, Kamayut

Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-2305800,
09-8315555

GENERAL

P VIP

LIGHTWEIGHT LIKE NEVER BEFORE

196/198, Ground Flr,
Shwe Bon Tha St [Middle),
Pabedan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-253214
09-420169982
09-420049459

GENERATORS

Q

UMG

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@
winstrategic.com.mm

HEALTH SERVICES

+ Asia Pacific
¥ Cart Pt i Dwril Carw
r fart Lardn

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon. Tel: 553783,
549152, 09-732-16940,
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar{dgmail.com.

Japan-Myanmar
Physiotherapy Clinic.

Body Massage - 7000 Ks
Foot Massage - 6000 Ks
Body & Foot Massage -
12,000 Ks

No.285, Bo Aung Kyaw Rd,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
09:00 AM - 09:00 PM

Tel : 09-8615036

Innova+ive
[ = IR - )
24 Hours Laboratory
& X-ray, CT, MRI, USG
Mammogram, Bone DXA
(@ Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135

oEesTIiON

% LEO medicare

o

—
T L e e—

21. Hrs International Clinic
Medical and Security
Assistance Service
(@ Victoria Hospital
No.68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: +951 651 238

+959 49585 955
Fax: +959 651 398
www.leomedicare.com

Pearl Dental

29, Shwe Taung Tan St,

Lanmadaw Tsp.

Ph : 01-226274,
09-730-39011

9:30 AM TO 9:00 PM

0 00

SERY
Victoria Hospital

No.(68), Tawwin Street,

9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon.

Hunt line: +95 1 9666 141,
Booking Ext : 7080, 7084.
Fax: +95 1 9666 135
Email:

info@witoriya hospital.com
www.victoriahospital
myanmar.com,
Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/
WitoriyaGeneralHospital

HOME FURNISHING

e
22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.
tel: 660769, 664363.

SMART DESIGNS €0, LTD.

European Quality
& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel
Furniture & All kinds of
woodworks

No. 422, FJVC Centre,
Ground Floor, Room No. 4,
Strand Road, Botahtaung
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-202063-4, 09
509-1673 E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
www.royalbotania.com,
www.alexander-rose.co.uk

HOUSING

Rentals at Pun Hlalng
Service Apartment
Homes and Apartments
PHGE Sales & Marketing,
Hlaing Tharyar Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951-687 800, 684 013
phgemarketingdgmail.com
www.punhlainggolfestate.com
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QUICKGUIDE

STARMWCITY

150 Brand NEW

International Standard

Rental Apartments

Hotline : 09 43 200 845
09250516 616

email :rental.starcity@

gmail.com

www.starcityyangon.com

INSURANCE

eko

office Solution

[Subsidiany o L )
Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

il
YOMA

For House-Seekers

with Expert Services

In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemmm(@gmail.com
09-332 87270 (Fees Free)
09-2541 26615 (Thai Language)

-

(Lt
#'F .'".'
-u.

Uﬂlij
el

Fire, Motor and Life
Insurance

44, TheinPhyu Road,
Tel :01-8610656

Mob : 09-5055216
Email: ninaeikhineldgw-
insurance.com
WWW.gw-insurance.com

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

REMOVALISTS

BLUE Si3

Restaurant & Bar
No.430(A), Corner of
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden
Valley Rd, Building(2)
Market Place (City Mart),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon
Tel : 01- 523840?E><t 309,
09-73208079.

= | ASIAN TIGERS
BMOEILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : infol@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

LOGISTICS

PAINT

EAMY GROUP

KAMY Group Int’l Co., Ltd.
International Transport
and Logistics
No. 363-D, Ground Floor,
Bo Aung Kyaw St (Upper],
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 951 245491,

09-4202-87291.
Fax : 951 245491
Email : gm(dkamygroup.com
www.kamygroup.com

World’s No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

Protective Coatings

Sole Distributor

For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar
ICT Park, University Hlaing
Campus, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7t Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210 670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net.nm

MARINE
COMMUNICATION &
NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

4 JOTUN

Jotun paknts
Thallssd
TOP MARINE PAINT
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

+

LU.]I. nga ry My.:nn mar

oL Shippisg & Logiatics Co, Lad
Legendary Myanmar Int’l
Shlpplng & Logistics Co.,
Ltd.

No-9, Rm (A-4), 3 Flr
Kyaung St, Myaynlgone
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr(@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL -shipping.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

OFFICE FURNITURE

&
centure

allice
Mon - Sat (9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II,
Rm -4, Ground Flr,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303,
09-4200-91393.
infoldcenturemyanmar.
com.

www.centure.in.th

furnilure

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

5 Days, 7 Days, 9 Days Trips
Tel: 951 202063, 202064
E-mail: info(dislandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

SCHENKER

Schenker (Thai) Ltd.
Yangon 59 A, U Lun
Maung Street. 7 Mile
Pyay Road, MYGN. tel:
667686, 666646.fax:
651250. email: sche
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

decorum

Home Outdoor Office
99 Condo, Ground Floor,
Room (A), Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 09-2504-28700
infolddecorum.mm.com

&

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels &
Cruises Ltd. Governor's
Residence 39C, Taw Win
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 229860

fax: (951) 217361. email:
RTMYGN(@mptmail.net.mm
WWW.orient-express.com

World Wide
Movers
\,f‘ Myanmar

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

RESTAURANTS

REAL ESTATE

Diract m.ﬂu nn.', sra2u

Promium Products for Premiam Peocls
Tel :01-9000712~13 Ext : 330
09-4200-77039.
direct2u@mmrds.com

Real Estate Agent

Agent fees is unnecessary
Tel : 09 2050107,

09 448026156
robinsawnaing(@gmail.com

Good taste & resonable
price

[@Thamada Hotel

Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41
Ext: 32

adrink from paradise...
available on Earth
(@Yangon International
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 09-421040512

T

Quality Chinese Dishes
with Resonable Price
(@Marketplace by City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Edo Zushi

290-B,U Wisarya Rd,
10 Ward, Kamaryut Tsp,
Yangon.

Tel : (09)259040853
Open daily 11:00~23:00

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

A KOBE-YA

Jimaness BEO Restourani

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar
Hospital on Pyay Rd,
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Sl |
L g

L’ALCHIMISTE
Fremch Fine Dining Restamramnf
No. 5, U Tun Nyein
Street, Mayangone T/S,
Yangon.
Tel : 01-660 612, 657928,
01-122 1014, 09 508 9441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

: ’
!‘é L'OPERA
Italiagn Resthurant & Bar
Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon(dgmail.com
Www.operayangon.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur(d
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

LE PLANTEUR

LOVE

BEAT

Thai Boat Noodle

G-01, City Mart
[Myay Ni Gone Center).
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

Le MonT BLANC
French & Italian - Comfort Foods
with Chic Style Serving
G-05, Marketplace by

City Mart.
Tel 01-523840 Ext: 105

~7 MOM'S
KITCHEN

Singapore Cuisine

Super One Super Market,
Kyaikkasan Branch,

No. 65, Lay Daung Kan Rd,
Man Aung Qtr, Tamwe Tsp,
Yangon. Tel : 01-542371,
09-501-9128

SERVICE OFFICE

monseon

restamrant & bhar
yasgen
Monsoon Restaurant
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu
Road, Botahtaung Tsp.
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

ERV-SMAR

BUSINESS CENTRE
#77/2b, DhammaZedi Rd,
Corner of U Wisara Rd,
SanchaungTsp, Yangon.
Tel: +95 931 323 291
infoldserv-smart.com
www.serv-smart.com

ey

(piaza Maa, S

Ocean Center (North

Point), Ground Floor,

Tel : 09-731-83900
01-8600056

HINTHA

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com

Tel : 01-4413410

Delicious Hong Kong Style
Food Restaurant

G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).

Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

OfficeHub

Serviced Office, Virtual
Office, Business
Services, Hot Desking
Tel: +(95) 01 387947
www.officehubservices.com

UnionBarAndGrill

42 Strand Road,
Botahtaung, Yangon.
Tel: 959420 180 214, 95
9420 101 854
Wwww.unionyangon.com,
infoldunionyangon.com

JAPANESE RESTAURANT
1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasal,
Tel; 09-4250-20667,

09-503-9139

Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)

swissbusineds office conter

Swiss Business Office Center
No. 36-38 (A), Ground Flr,
Grand Myay Nu Condo,
Myay Nu St, Sanchaung
Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +95 ?UH 230 60 67~71,
Tel: +95 (0] 9 250 294 669°
Email: sales(dsboc-
yangon.com
www.sboc-yangon.com

() VenturaOffice

No. (4], Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

SCHOOLS

=_| HORIZON INT'L
EIZIT.IMTIBN EBN"“
Horizon Int’l School

25, Po Sein Road, Bahan
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795,
551796, 450396~7.

fax : 543926, email :
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

SUPERMARKETS

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road,
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.

City Mart (Aung San) tel:
253022, 294765.

City Mart (47" St Branch)
tel: 200026, 298746.

City Mart (Junction 8)
tel: 650778.

Olympians Learning Hub
No. (80-G), Thanlwin Rd,
Shwe Taung Gyar, Ward-2,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel :95-9-5016430
95-9-425329571
www.olympiansmyanmar.

com

City Mart (FMI City Branch)
tel: 682323.

City Mart (Yankin Center
Branch) tel: 400284.

City Mart (Myaynigone)
tel: 510697.

City Mart (Zawana Branch)
tel:564532.

City Mart (Shwe Mya Yar)
tel: 294063.

City Mart (Chinatown Point)
tel: 215560~63.

Yangon Int’l School
Fully Accredited K-12
International Curriculum
with ESL support
No.117, Thumingalar
Housing, Thingangyun,
Tel: 578171, 573149,
687701, 687702.

City Mart (Junction Maw Tin)
tel: 218159.

City Mart (Marketplace)
tel: 523840~43.

City Mart
(78" Brahch-Mandalay)
tel: 02-71467~9.

IKON Mart
No0.332, Pyay Rd, San

Chaung. Tel: 535-783, 527705,

501429. Email: sales-ikon@d
myanmar.com.mm

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
www.exploremyanmar.com

WATER HEATERS

®ARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 01-256705, 399464,
394409, 647812.

Water Heater
Made in Japan
Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker

and Cooker Hood
Showroom Address

WATER SOLUTION

AL Aekar

Company Limited

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A], Room (G-12),
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

WATER TREATMENT

@

Commercial scale
water treatment
(Since 1997)

Tel:  01-218437~38.

H/P:  09-5161431,
09-43126571.

39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

WEB SERVICE

MEDIALANE

Web Services

All the way from Australia -
world-class websites/
web apps for desktop,
smartphone & tablets,
online shopping with
real-time transaction,
news/magazine site,
forum, email campaign
and all essential online
services. Domain
registration & cloud
hosting. Talk to us: (01)
430-897, (0) 942-000-4554.
www.medialane.com.au

VISA & IMMIGRATION

MyanmarVisa

MyanmarVisa.com

Check Eligibility Online

Get your Visa online for
Business and Tourist

No need to come to
Embassy.

#165. 35th Street,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +951 381200, 204020
travel.evisaldgmail.com

MYANMARTIMES

ADVERTISING HUT LINE -

+dal 33267k, 332378, 203 642




[&133CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000.

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

HOW TO GET AFREE AD

:01-254158
BY EMAIL : classified.mcm(@gmail.com
: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

BY FAX

BY MAIL

General

IN YOUR Matriculation
exam, you know all the
problems because you
have practised them,
like, thirty times & you
gain high marks in your
exam. Just do all the
problems & sums & you
find difficulties, I'll help
you with that. Hlaing
Min Tun : BE (Naval
Architecture) (Myanmar
Maritime University) 23
years old. Ph: 09-4210-
20496.

KG to Primary 6
(International  school
children) MIS, YIS,
Horizon, ISM, CISM,
ILBC, TOTAL, PISM...
Ph:09-4200-87050.
MATHEMATICS,
Teaching --- Students
(Grade 1 to 9 from
YIS, ISM, ISY, Yangon
Academy,MIS &
MISY) who are weak
in  Mathsand don't
know how to solve
the problems, during
holidays in June & July.
Guide --- onlyMaths
for IGCSE O Level
students who will sit
for the exam in 2015.
DawNaingNaingAung,
B.Com (Q) No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,
Yankin. Ph : 544594 ,
09-5004993.

IELTS (Basic, 7.5 &
above IGCSE (Physics,
Chemistry,  English);
Business English &
Business Management
Course (100 hours);
Teacher Solomon,
Song language school,
365,3rd Flr, Cor of Maha
Bandoola Rd & Seikkan
Thar St. Kyauktada, Ph:
09-541-7781

STUDY GUIDE KG. to
Primary 6 (international
school) Tr. Hnin Ph . 09-
4200-87050

HOME Tuition & Guide:
For Pre-KG, Primary
and Secondary Level.
Specialized in Maths &
Biology, Tr. Daw Khin
Swe Win (B.E.H.S
Thuwunna) Rtd. Ph: 09-
730-99679.

IGCSE (all subjects) For
IGCSE students sittingin
May 2014 (or) Oct/Nov
2014 (or) Jan 2015, an
international  school
graduate who passed
with all distinctions in
GCEOlevelandwhohas

been producing students
with highest possible
marks, some obtain
all distinctions with the
help of co-teacher. The
teachers have 12 years
of teaching experience
& the students can
successfully sit for the
exam after preparing
with us. Ph: 09-513-
9298, 09-732-55281

HOME TEACHING,
KG - to - Primary 6
(International schools).
Ph: 09-4200-87050

Expert Services

GOLDEN LAND Real
Estate : For sale, buy
& rent , Pls contact to
Ph: 3940532, 09-730-
08848, 09-319-20853

USA to Yangon Online
Shop : If you want to
buy Handbag, Clothes,
Make-up, Perfume,
Phone & iPad,
Electronics, Vitamins,
Car Parts, Starbucks
coffee bean, whatever
from USA, we are ready
to assist you. You can
visit our Facebook Page
for Great Sales Events,
status update for your
choice. Single party or
other Online shopping
services are warmly
welcome to contact us.
We will arrange for you
with special service
charges. There are
2 deliveries in every
month. We can provide
original invoice from
USA. PIs call 09-2505-
34703 for more detail.

CAR : suzuki splash
(blue), vyear 2012,
mileage : 25,000 km,
excellent condition.
fee: $300~400 / month,
no driver, only car.
I am real owner, pls
contact directly.ryankim
aceyangon79@gmail.
com Ph: 09-4313-2872

TOYOTA BELTA (grey)
year:2011.Dec, mileage
1 22,000 km, excellent
condition. fee : $500 /
month, no driver, only
car. | am real owner, pls
contact directly. ryankim
aceyangon79@gmail.
com. Ph: 09-4313-2872
TOYOTA PRADO, 2006

Model/ White Colour
Left Hand Drive /4Doors
Very Good Driving
Condition (No Accident)
Only serious buyer can
contact. Ph : 09-515-
0751
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FOR FOREIGNERS -
We do teach Myanmar
language 4 skills by
(Teacher Tun). Available
home tution or group
class. Basic - 3 Months,
Intermediate - 3 Months,
Advanced - 3 Months.
English Language : For
adults & young learners,
We do teach 4 skills face
toface orgruopteaching.
Available home tution or
group class. Contact us

: 09-4211-47821, O01-
243420.

CHINESE (Mandarin)
teacher here in Yangon,
Myanmar. | have over
6 years teaching in
Singapore. Pls do not
hesitate to contact me
for an evaluation. I'm
a professional teacher
whowillhelpyouimprove
your speaking, reading
and writing skills. | use
Singaporean text books
and Chinese speaking/
conversation books
for teaching speaking,
reading and writing In
Mandarin. I'm available
Monday-Saturday with
a flexible schedule. |
also teach Myanmar
language & Text books
to Foreigner. For more
details please call the
number below. If | don’t
answer please send
me a sms and | will get
back to you as soon
as possible. May : 095
9-516-2988
LANGUAGE Proficiency
:Effective & Scientific
way. Tutor, Translator,
Interperter (Such
languages : Hindi,
Sanskrit, Bengali, Nepali,
English & Myanmar)
R.S.Verma.B.Sc.,(Bot),
Yangon. (UFL-English),
Yangon. Email:rsverma.
myanmar@gmail.com.
Ph: 09-73042604.
SPEAKING Class
(Myanmar, English,
Chinese, Japanese). For
foreigners - We do teach
Myanmar  Language
4 skills by (Teacher
Tun). Available home
tuition or group class.
Basic Class - 3 Months.
Intermediate Class - 3
Months. Advanced Class
- 3 Months. English
Language - For adults
and young learners. We
do teach 4 skills face
to face group teaching.
Available home tuition
or group class. Chinese
Language - For all
grades & classes.
(Taiwan Teacher Mr. Lin)
teach 4 skills to be native
speaker. Intend to go
abroad to study or work
students can contact us.
Basic Class - 3 Months,
Intermediate Class -
4 Months, Advanced
Class - 6 Months, Super
Advanced Class - 6
Months. We do service.

Japanese Language -
Forall students who want
to go to JAPAN for Work
or study. We do teach 4
skills and practice very
well. Contact us - 09-
4211-47821,01-243420.
ENGLISH for any age. |
have abachelor'sdegree
in elementary education
with a concentration in
English as a Second
Language from the
USA and also have
experience teaching
adults English as well.
If you want to improve
your English skills forany
variety of purposes email
me and we will arrange
a meeting. During the
first meeting we will
discuss your goals and
objectives for learning
English and develop
a curriculum custom-
tailored to your goals.
Justin: jhemming@
nmsi.org

GERMAN native teacher
available for private
individual courses or
small groups. All levels
possible. House -calls

on request. Call 09-
421012160 for more
information!

ENGLISH & FRENCH
courses by experienced

language trainer.
Special courses
for tourism industry

available (guides, hotel
and restaurant staff,
management level
possible). Contact 09-
421012160 for details!

Public Notices

WEAREpleasedtoinform
you that Delegation of
the European Union will
move to its new office
premises, effective as
of Monday 31 March
2014. The new address
and contact information
of the Delegation of the
EU are as follows: EU
Delegation Myanmar,
Hledan Centre - Corner
of Pyay Road and
Hledan Rd, 6th FIr,
Kamayut, Yangon,
Myanmar. Telephone:
+95 (1) 2305650. Fax:
+95 (1) 230 56 51. In
the context of its move,
the EU Delegation will be
closed on Thursday 27
March (public holiday)
and on Friday 28 March
2014. Last but not least,
we would like to request

to receive all the future/
pending invoices with
our NEW address as
well.

Terre des hommes
Italia [TDH ltalia] : We
would like to iInform,
our new office address.
Operation will start at
19 May 2014. Office
address is: N0.48, Shwe
Hinn Thar Street, 11
Ward, Hlaing, Yangon.
Contact phone number
is :(95)1- 654 604
WOULDyouliketokill Two
birds with One stone?
If so conduct your
meeting at  Mary
Chapman School for the
Deaf “Holdingameeting
means donating the
Deaf children” Rooms
available: (1).Air con
room for 25 person
per day kyats50,000/
(fifty thousand) (2).Air
con room for 50 person
per day kyats80,000/
(eighty thousand) (3).
Hallfor100personabove
per day kyats100,000/
(one hundred thousand)
Reservation please!
Mary Chapman School

for the Deaf : No. 2,
Thantaman St, (Near
American center),

Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Myanmar. Tel: 01-
221872, 01-218342,
01-218343. “Those who
see what God sees...
find ways to help the
HELPESS"

Training

WEB Development &
Design Training Sat &
Sun - 5:00 ~ 7:00pm.
Contact: 09-4211-44937

1 Cmaaci
Eromeffed

_—
Upegrande Ur Company

We provide the following
Training, CISCO, CCNA,
CCNP,  MICROSOFT,
MCSA, MCSE, LAB,
EC-COUNCIL CEH,
SECURITY ADMIN.
www.facebook.com/
imcscompany, 09-4500-
16040.
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Beauty & Refleaelogy

ALEETORCRARI Tl No. 42 (A), Amaka (10) Kyaung St, Hiaing Tsp,

Property

Housing for Rent

YANKIN, (1)Yankin
Centre, 1750sqft, 1 MB,
2BR,4AC, 15 Lakhs (2)
Shweohnpin Apartment,
1200 sgft, 1IMB, 2BR, G
Fir, 3 AC, 13 Lakhs (3)
6 miles, 32 Avenue,
8000 sqft, wood house.
35 lakhs. Moureen: 09-
518-8320.
(1).KAMAYUT, Inya Rd,
1Acre, Two Storey Nice
European Style house,
3MBR, 1SR, maid
room, Ph Line, Aircon
in all rooms, Generator,
Ceiling Fans, Big wide
Lawn, US$ 9000 per
month. (2).Bahan,
Golden Valley, 0.5Acre,
Single Storey house,
1 MBR, 2 SR, Ph line,
Aircons, Big wide Lawn,
US$5000 per month. (3).
Kamayut, 5 Mile, Pyay
Rd, 0.25Acre, 3 Storey
New house, 5 MBR, 1
SR, Ph line, 10 Aircons,
Big wide Spacious
balcony, Wooden FlIr,
big wide windows in all
rooms, Garden, US$
7500 per month (Nego:),
Ph: 09-731-30141.
DAGON SEIK KAN,
Yuzana Garden city, 2
bed rooms, 4th floor, B
block, # 1 road, 150 Ikhs,
please contact 09-4480-
45381 , 09-4210-4486,
09-2500-78808
(1).Near Park Royal
hotel , Bo Yar Nyunt St,
800Sqft, 2 flat, 3 SR fully
furnish,1600 USD (2).
Near Sakuratower, 1250
Sqft , with lift, 1 MBR, 2
SR, fully furnish , 2100
USD.  (3).Pansodan
St, near Ruby Mart,
1250 Sqft, 1 SR, part
of furnish, 1600 USD.
(4).China town , 1500
Sqft, 1 MBR, 2 SR, fully
furnish, 3500 USD. (5).
Near Union bar, Strand
Rd, 1200 sqft, 1 MBR, 2
SR, 2500 USD. (6)Near
Indian Embassy, 1300
Sqft, 2 MBR, 1 SR, fully
furnish, 2500 USD. 09-
4921-4276, 09-4211-
77105

(1).Near MICP park, 3000
Sqft, 1 MBR, 2 SR, fully
furnish , 4500 USD. (2).9
Mile Ocean condo , 1800
Sqft, 1 MBR, 2 SR, fully
furnish, 2500 USD. (3).
Near Hle Tan center,
2000 Sgft, 2 MBR, 2
SR, fully furnish, 2000
USD.(4). Near Taw Win
center, 1250 Sqft, 2 Flat ,
1MBR, 2 SR, 2500 USD.
(5).Golden Valley, 2 RC,
6500 Sqft, 2 MBR, 2 SR,
fully furnish, 5000 USD.
(6).Yankin housing, 7500
Sqft, 7 MBR,2 SR, fully
furnish 12000 USD. (7).
Parami Rd, 1 RC, 5600
Sqft, near MICP Park, 1
MBR, 2 SR, 6000 USD.
(8).7 Mile , 2 RC, 7500
Sqft, 2 MBR, 2 SR, fully
furnish, 6000 USD. (9).
Yankin center, 1250 Sqft,

1MBR, 2 SR, fully furnish
,2500USD. Ph: 09-4921-
4276, 09-4211- 77105
KAMAYUT, 25x55 newly
condo with fully funished
to let in Hledan Centre
at Hledan Junction. No
need to pay monthly
service  charges(not
including electricity and
water) and a free fixed
car parking for one.
25lakhs or 2500% per
month. contact 09-732-
05178

CLASSIC STRAND
Condo, 3 bed 2 bath,
modern design/decor,
wide open layout, 1550
square feet, 8th floor
corner unit river view.
$3600/month.  Strand
Road, 5min walk to
Hilton/Center Point
offices.jasonwongjp@

gmail.com, 09-4211-
02223

CLASSIC STRAND
Condo, 2200 sqft

commercial/residence
for sale or rent. 3rd
floor, wide open layout,
14 foot ceilings. Gym,
cafe, facilities. Prime
downtown location, close
to strand hotel/union bar.
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com 09-4211-02223

CENTRAL CITY
Residence minutes
from Park Royal, marble/
hardwood premium
fittings, modern design.
4 rooms 3 bathroom
(2 master w/ attached
bath) 1955sqft
Starting from $3800/
month unfurnished.
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com, 09421102223

Housing for Sale

RUBBER Lands for
Sales (1) Between Bago
Hantharwaddy Airport
and Main Rd. Rubber
Lands - 300 Acres
(including rubber plants
aged 5 years) (2) Near
Bago Hantharwaddy
Airport  Rubber Lands
- 60 Acres (including
Required Official
Documents) Contact
- 09-2540-88487, 09-
4523-36822

CLASSIC STRAND
Condo, 2200 sq ft
commercial/residence
for sale. 3rd floor,
wide open layout, 14

foot ceilings. Gym,
cafe, facilities. Prime
downtown location,

close to strand hotel/
union bar. Great value
psfjasonwongjp@gmail.
com 09-4211-02223
CHAUNG THA (Near
Pathein) , Brick 25' x 50'
on 40'x 70' of Land, with
well, 300 gallon water
tank, Septic tank, Solar
power, 200mfrombeach,
500m from village, 390
Lakhs/ US$ 39000. Call
09-4250-10128, Email:
howww@gmail.com,
akhinmoeato@gmail.
com.

Yangon, Ph: 01-371508, 09-51 09435,
08-51 43568, 09-312 93852

PEACE TREASURE PROPERTY Co., Ltd
SR AMH| S ABJEH—E
GREAT DEAL
FREE VIEWING -DON’T MISS IT!!

Yangon, Ph: 01-507070, 01-507141,
08-51 09435, 09-51 43568

Rent For
Model Building

Beside of 6 lane Bayintnaung Bridge Main
Road, In Front of FMI City, comer of Pan
Hlaing Golf Club Road, 4 storey with
Ascalator, Lift, Meeting Room, Ball Room
(300 Person) Floor area 140000 sgft,
including 250 car park, Roof Salad floor for
Telecom Radio Station and Satellite Tower
accept, Telecom & Petroleumn Company
Shopping Mall, Electric Mall open good
location, Available Rent for office

contact to - 09 250115860, 09 250115822

.i-"_.

ﬁ" Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.
J TERTEEFNRE

On its 8th Anmiversary, the Power 7 Estate Company,
Special rental Services will be rendering
services free of charge tll the end of June
as 4 special program (o customers.

Please contact with us in a hurry.

(Member Only)

BUY -RENT -SELL

No agent fee
until JUNE

Ph; 09 4921 4276, 09 421177105 , E-mail ; powerTmay € gmail.com

webh site

+ OFFICE - CONDO - LAND - SHOP - FACTORY - BUNGALOW -
* WAREHOUSE » SHOW ROOM -

Hotline: 00 B604 335 =09 3118 6938 = 09 2540 44001 = 09 2540 46442
Email: sales@peacetreasure.com Waebsite: www.peacetreasure.com

Trealestate.com

= WA DORWET
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Employment

UN Positions

THE UNITED Nations
World Food Programme,
is seeking (1) Senior
Programme Assistant
SC-6 Mawlamyine
(2) Admin Assistant
(Fleet Management)
GS-4 Yangon. For more
information, pls visit to
http://www.themimu.
info/jobs-for-myanmar-
nationals. Pls Email the
applications with UN
P-11 to wfpmyanmar.
vacancy@wfp.org COB
26 May 2014.

(1)WASH Engineer 1
post (2)EOC Officer
1 post (3)Project
Officer 1 post (4)
Field Assistant 1 post
Application process: Pls
send application letter,
CV &related documents
to Myanmar Red
Cross Society (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri, Nay
Pyi Taw. Ormrcshr
recruitment@gmail.com
For more information &
application, pls visit to
www.myanmarredcross
society.org Pls mention
“Position Title” in subject

if you apply.

Ingo Positions

MYANMAR RED Cross
Society is seeking (1)
Program Support
Officer 1 post in
Naypyitaw. Application
process: Pls send
your application
letter, CV & related
documents to (Head
Office)  Yazatingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw.
Ormrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com For more
information &application,
please visit to www.
myanmarredcross
society.org Please
mention “Position Title”
in subject if you apply.
Closing date : 3.6.2014.

Local Positions

SALES ENGINEERS
wanted (1M & E-M 1
post (2)Civil - M 1 post
(3)AutoCAD - M 1 post.
Must fluent in English,
Driving license for 1
& 2. Minimum 2 years
experience. Good salary.
Call : 09-4210-29415.
GOLDENSPIRIT Co., Ltd
(Alco/ Bev) is seeking
(1) Brand Manager -
Any graduate, 2 years
experiencein liquorfield.
Good in English. Able
to travel in anywhere.
(2) Sales Manager -
M/F - Any graduate,
2 years experience
in liquor field. Able to
travel in anywhere. (3)
Sales supervisor - Any
graduate, More than
2 years experience in
liquorfield. (4)Marketing
Manager - M/F : Any
graduate, More than
2 years experience
in liquor field. Good
communication skills. (5)
Marketing Supervisor -
M/F:Any graduate, More
than 2 years experience
in liquor field. (6)H.R
Supervisor - M/F :
Any graduate diploma
or certificate in H.R or
Business administration
ispreferred. Orexperienc
ed in liquor field (H.R).
2 years experiences.
Good in  English.
Computer knowledge.
(7)Accountant - M/F
: B.Com or LCCI Level
(II1) certificate. 2 years &
above experience. Able
todosummary of monthly
expenditure. Able to
do stock controlling
and auditing. Excellent
skill in computer. (8)
Merchandiser - Age
18 ~ 25 years. (9)
Promotion Girls'
Leaders (PG Leaders).
Pls send detailed up date
CVwith1recentpassport
photo, with necessary
documents : clearance
recommendation letter
by authorized person of
previous organization to
S-19/02, Byo Phyu Rd,
Aung Stadium (North),
Mingalar Taung Nyunt.
Closing date : 2™ week
of June 2014.

EXPERIENCED
domestic helper
available. Know how to
cook, ironing, washing,
cleaning. etc. Tel: 09-
3157-5765.

KELVIN CHIA Yangon
Ltd is a foreign legal
consultancy firm. We are
looking motivated and
committed individuals
who are able to work and
be based in Mandalay to
join us as Lawyers who
will work on a variety of
corporate & commercial
matters & transactions
in Myanmar. If you are
a Myanmar-qualified
lawyer with  strong
English language skills,
you are invited to apply
to join our Myanmar
practice. Myanmar
nationals admitted toint'l
bars are also welcome
to apply. Training will
be provided. Applicants
may email to kim@
kcyangon.com & submit
their curriculum vitae.
GLOBAL WAVE Techno
logy is seeking (1)
Admin Staff - F 2
posts (2).Data Entry -
M/F 2 posts (3).Sales
Assistant - F 2 posts
(4).Service Technician
- M 2 posts (5).Web
Designer - M/F 1 posts
(6).Graphic Designer
- M/F 1 post (7).Driver
-M 2 posts. Pls submit
CV to Rm 303, AKK
Shopping Mall, 3rd Flr,
Thingangyun Market,
Laydaukkan Rd,
Thingangyun Yangon.
Ph: 01-560067, O01-
560068.

WE INVITE applications
forexperienced English
teacher(Native speaker)
to provide English
language training to our
hotel guest contact staff.
Please send emailto HR
Dept (thandarye.myi@
chatrium.com) for more
details.”

EXPERIENCED trans
lators wanted (full-
time): (1) English,

Karen & Burmese 1
post. (2) English, Chin
& Burmese 1 post. (3)
English, Burmese 1
post. Please submit a
coverletterandcvtohr@
linguamyanmar.com

For more information
on Lingua Myanmar,
visit our website: www.
linguamyanmar.com.

OKKARTHIRICo.,Ltd,is
seeking (1) Receptionist
. Bachelor degree, 1-2
years experience in
Administration, Good
English, Able to use

computer, Microsoft
application, Hard
working (2) Sales

Representatives

Bachelor degree ,
Strong customer &
service orientation,

Good negotiation skill,
Reach sales target,
Good in English, Able to
use computer, Microsoft
application. Pls send
CV with relevant certifi
cates, documents
attach to frontoffice.
mgr@okkarthiri.comand
No.4(A) Pyay Rd, Hlaing,
Yangon.

FUTURE GIFT Int'l Ltd
is, a Trading Company
representing  Europe
prominent brands for
Myanmar, looking
for (1) Procurement
Assistant (International
Trade) M/F (Male is
preferable) 1 post :
Age around 27 years
with Bachelor degree. 2
years relevant working
experience is required.
Good command of
spoken & written
English is a must. High
level of communication
& interpersonal skill.
Able to find new
suppliers from overseas
and communicate well.
Experience & knowledge
in international trade
is a advantage.
Proficient in MS office
and using Internet.
(2) Procurement
Executive (International
Trade ) - M/F (Male
is preferable) 1 post :
Age around 27 years
with Bachelor degree.

1 years relevant
working experience
is required. Good

command of spoken &
written English. High
level of communication
and interpersonal
skill. Able to find new
suppliers from overseas
and communicate well.
Experience & knowledge
in international trade is
a advantage. Proficient
in MS office and using
Internet. Pls send
application and Resume
with educational and
relevant documents to
No (2), West Maykha
Lane (1), Mayangone,
Yangon. Ph:01-655593,
655594, 664285, Email :
fgil.service@gmail.com
WE ARE seeking: (1).
Native English teacher
who is experienced
in teaching English to
young children for
weekend classes.
(2). An  experienced
Chinese teacher is
required for weekend
classes. You will be
responsible for lesson
planning, outlining your
own teaching students
and finding the materials.
Interested applicants,
please call 09-4308-
4360.

(1) CAN speak English
(4 skill)- M/F 5 posts:
Working  experience
at least 2 year, can
communicate with the
Embassy. Age 20 ~ 30
years old. Must interest
real estate business. (2)
Can speak Chinese (4
skill) M/F 5 posts. Age
20 ~ 30 years old. (3)
computer - M/F 3 posts
(word, Excel, photo
shop) Phone : 09 - 4201-
14749, 09-4211- 77105.
WE, Myanmar Intelligent
Effort Co., Ltd,
are seeking Sales
Coordinator - F 1 post
a University Degree or
Diplomain relevantfield.
Ahighlevel of written and
spoken English. 3 years
Proven experience.
Efficient Skills in MS
Office; Email, Internet.
Strong Willingness to
perform Team work
Initiative & ability to
Determine & achieve

objects. Excellent
Communication  and
Analytical Skills.

ExcellentInterpersonal &
Liasion skills. Pls submit
resume with recent
photo, ID copy, police
recommendation, labor
card, other qualification
documents, last drawn
salary, expected salary
and available date to
M.1.E Office, Bldg# 459,
Rm# 203, First Flr, New
University Avenue Rd,
Bahan, Yangon, Tel: 01-
8605148,8605149, 860
5156 within 2 weeks.

RIGHT Myanmar Travels
Urgently requires tour
staff ifyou have following
skills. Female (Under
25), Use internet, emalil

& microsoft word, can
speak and write basic
English. Pls submit your
CV through our email
- rightmyanmartravel@

gmail.com
WIRED MEDIA Co., Ltd
is seeking (1)Senior

MediaBuyer -F 3 posts
: 2 years experience
in related field,
Proficient in Computer
(Microsoft Office-
Word,Excel,Power
Point) & Internet, E-mail
(2) Secretary & Public
Relation (PR)-F 2 posts
: Age 25~ 35, Canspeak
English & Thailanguage.
(3)Driver- M 5 posts :
.Specialistin Car Driving,
Serving and Maintaining.
Good Interpersonal skill.
Good communication
skill, Over 1 year
experience. Pls submit
to 8, Nguwar (3) St,
ward (5), Myakanthar
Villa, Hlaing, Yangon.
Ph :01-505724, 538552,
09-4500-53498. Closing
Date : 13-6-14

GO GO UP Co., Lud
is seeking (1) Travel
Operation Manager
1 post : Well versed in
CRSusedinthe industry
like abacus, Amadeus,
Established network of
contacts with domestic
hotels, airlines, transport
and tour operators,
Experience with setting
up a tour agency
preferred, Independent,
hands-on and self-
motivated team player,
Knowledgeable  and
passionate about travel
industry with excellent
customer service, Must
be able to speak/read/
write English fluently,
3 years of experience
in established travel
agency, managerial
experience would have
an advantage, Able to
work on weekends and
holidays when needed.
(2) Reservation
Eecutive Good
English language skill,
Experience in reser
vation/ tour work, Able
to handle group and

individual reservation,
Highly motivated,
resourceful, open

minded and trust worthy,
Preferable degree or
diploma related to the
post, 2 years experience
with reservation depart
ment. Pls submit a
detailed updated CV with
a recent passport photo
via online gogoupmm@

gmail.com

AMD, the leading &
prospective  company
is seeking (1)Sales

Executive / Sales
Engineer (Medical) -M/F
10 posts : Any graduate,
Sciences Degree is
preferable, Age 22 ~ 30,
Abletotravel(2) Engineer
(Water Treatment) - M/F
10 posts : ME/BE/ B.Tech

(Mechanical/Electrical/
Mechantronic), Age 25
~ 35, Able to travel (3)
Receptionist/Office
Secretary - F 3 posts :
Any graduat, Age 20 ~ 30.
For all posts : Computer
knowledge, Microsoft
office applications, Good
spoken & written English,
1 year experience. Pls
bring CV with recent
photo, NRC copy &
relevant documents
to 39/B, Thazin lane,
Ahlone (Opposite to
Central Women Hospital).
Ph: 218437, 218438.
Email:amd@yangon.net.
mm/amdstaff@optusnet.
com.au

HORIZON Int'l School is
seeking (1).Teacher - For
Primary School: Myanmar
language, Music, PE.
For Secondary School:
Myanmar language,
Music, PE, ICT. For High
School: Mathematics,
Economics. For Kinder
gardens swimming.
Requirements : 4 years
experience, Strong
Classroom Management
skills (2).Kindergarten
Assistant Teachers /
Lab Assistant-F 3 posts
1 Age 20 ~ 25, University
graduate, Proficient in
English, Computer &
Microsoft Office literacy,
(3).Supervisor - M
2 posts: Age 25 ~ 40,
Passed  matriculation
examination, Good
command of English,
Pleasant & helpful skills,
Canworkunder pressure,
Must have supervisory
skill &and five years
experience. Pls submit a
cover letter,aresume/CV,
acopy ofrelevantdiploma
(certificate) & a current
photo to the Recruitment
team at recruitment@
horizonmyanmar.com
or to Horizon Po Sein
Campus, Po Sein Rd 25,
Bahan, Yangon on/before
May 30, 2014. Ph: 543-
926, 551-795.
EXECUTIVE Personal
Assistant to CEO
(Manager Level) USD
500- 700 : Must have
experience in foreign/JV
company, Professional,
tactful and discreet, with
ability to communicate
effectively to all levels
within the organization,
Ability to handle daily
traffic email and to
prioritize list of those reply
that have to be made by
CEO personally, Must
have widely knowledge
about Engineering based
operation, supportingand
trading sectors, Musthave
excellent skills in English
& Microsoft Package,
Able to work under
pressure, Candidate must
be over 30. Please send
your CVandacoverletter,
including your salary
expectations, to Email-
thelondoner007 @gmail.

Job Location
Starting Date

software

positions.

Admin Department,

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Our company is one of the reputable carrier and container service provider
companies. Now, we are seeking motivated, experienced and dedicated
candidate for the position of :
(1) Assistant Accountant
(2) HR and Admin Assistant

: Yangon

: As soon as possible
Required Qualification and Skills:
Post (1) * Must be B.Act., ACCA or LCCI (Level Ill)
« Excellent written and spoken English
» Good computer skills in MS office and knowledge in accounting

» Good interpersonal skills and willing to work with team
* Able to work independently with sense of initiative
» Minimum three years experience in related fields
Post (2) * Must be graduate.
» Good written and spoken English
» Good interpersonal skills and willing to work with team
« Able to work independently with sense of initiative
» Minimum two years experience in related fields
Recommendation letter from current or previous jobs is essential for both

Interested candidate who meets above mentioned requirements, please
send your updated CV with application letter to :
Fortune Shipping Co., Ltd. (Interasia)

Rm 811, 8" floor, La Pyayt Wun Plaza, 37, Alanpya Pagoda Road, Yangon.
Email. admin@fortuneshippingltd.com
Application should be submitted not later than 15" June 2014. Only short
listed candidates will be contacted and please do not enclose your original
document with your application, as they will not be returned to you.

(1) post
(1) post

com.
GENERAL MANAGER
: Any graduate with
higher Degree of MBA
in  management field
preferable M/F Age 35
~ 40 years. 5 years
experience. Fluent in
English.  Proficient in
Microsoft Office. Able
to plan & implement the
good marketing strategies
& able to achieve sales
targets. Computer
literate. (2) Admin
Manager - Any degree
with diploma/ certificate
in HR & Administration
Management in busi
ness  administration.
Age 25 - 35. 4 ~ 5 years
of experience. Good
knowledge inHR policies,
practices & organization
development. Computer
proficiency. Good in
English. (3) Personal
Assistant : Age 20 ~ 25
years, Using a variety
of software packages,
such as Microsoft Word,
Outlook, Power point,
Excel, Access, etc., to
produce correspondence
and documents and
maintain presentations,
records, spreadsheets
& databases; devising
and maintaining office
systems; booking
rooms and conference
facilities; using content
management systems
to maintain and update

websites and internal
databases;  attending
meetings, taking

minutes and keeping

notes; managing and
maintaining  budgets,
as well as invoicing;

liaising with staff in
other departments &
with external contacts;
ordering and maintaining
stationery & equipment;
sorting and distributing
incoming post and
organizing and sending
outgoing post; liaising
with  colleagues and
external contacts to book
travel & accommodation;
No 172, Anawrahta Rd,
Kyauktada. Ph: 389277.

AMARA GROUP Co.,
Ltd, are currently looking
for (1)Finance Manger-5
years experience : 1 post,
(2)Chief Accountant - 5
years experience : 1 post,
(3)HR Manger - 5 years
experience : 1 post, (4)
Purchaser - 2 years
experience : 1 post,(5)
Personal Manager - 5
years experience : 1 post,
(6)Sales & Marketing - 2
years experience 4 posts,
(7)AdminOfficer-2years
experience - 1 post, Be
part of a young dynamic
team & contribute to the
hotels success with your
expertise & experience.
We look forward
receiving CV in English
to amaragroup.mmw@
gmail.com. Ph: 663347,
652191.

MYANMAR FIBER Optic
Communication Network

Co., Ltd (MFOCN)
is seeking account
Manager : Act as a

lead point of contact to
your specific customers,
build & maintain strong
& long term customer
relations; ensure timely
solutions to customers;
communicate smoothly
withtheinternal & external
stakeholders; forecast &
track key account metrics.
Qualifications : BA/BS
degree or equivalent; be
passionate, proactive,
with high team work
spirit; 2+years of account
management;  strong
listening, negotiation &
presentation  abilities;
proven  abilites to
manage multiple tasks at
the same time; attention
to detaills. Add : FG-54,
Song Hnin Thazin Rd,
FMI City, Hlaing Tharyar.
Yangon. Ms Yin Yin: 09-
4026-17058.

PARKWAY Cancer
Centre is seeking(l)
Medical Doctor

-F 1 post: MBB.S
Graduate with SA MA
registration, 2 years
experience in medical
field, (2)Accountant
F 1 post : A degree from

university  preferably
accounting & marketing
background. LCCI
level 3 , Age above 35,
For all posts : Good
communicationin English,
2 years experience, Able
to use computer, internet
and Microsoft application
with excellent skills. We
welcome the candidates
who are trust worthy, self-
motivated & outstanding,
willing to learn and able to
focus on work, be polite
& hospitality, able to
communicateincourteous
manners and  must
have positive working
attitude. Pls submit CV
with recent photocopy
of relevant certificates
& documents, describe
working experience from
graduation till present
and expected salary. Ps
submit CV with relevant
certificates, documents,
recommendation letter
attach and documents, &
expected salary. Park way
Cancer Centre Rm G-07,
G FIr, Diamond Center,
Pyay Rd, Kamayut. Tel :
532- 438, 532-447, 09-
513- 6584

WE ARE looking for (1)
Admin Executive: 2
years relevant experien
ces, Provides admin
support to MD, Have
good organizational skill
with the ability to problem
solve, pay attention to
detail and deliver work to
ahighstandard, Excellent
interpersonal skills with a
good command in both
spoken & written English.
(2)Operations Manager
. 2 years relevant work
ing experiences in the
tourism & car rental
industry, Fluent in
English, Oversee the
day to day operations of
the transport department,
Must have good people
management skills, Must
ensure that all vehicles
are properly maintained
and serviced. Pls state
your expected salary and
email resume to : naychi-
mgt@myanmar.com.mm

OUSE€ .commm

Looking for — Visit us!

Properties ?

www.house.com.mm

Ph : 09-421069944

. aaAgents Welcomé

¥

B __For Rent

2 Storeyed

Colonial

Swimming Pool

Tennis Court

Contact

09 5023023,
09 30257464

VACANCY ANNOUNNCEMENT

(3) Computer

(1) Personal secretary
Excellent in Speaking and written English.
Good knowledge of international humanitarian organization
Must be interesting real estate.
Age between (25) to (35) years old.

(2) JAPAN (OR) KOREAN, (Excellent 4 skills). M/F (2) Posts
Age between (25) to (35) years old.
Must be interesting real estate.

(Word, Excel, Photoshop, Power Point)

Age between (25) to (35) years old.

Contract Address: No(16) U Aung Myat street, Near
Thein Phyu car driving range. Mingala Townyunt Township.
Phone : 09-49214276/09-421177105.

M/F (2)Posts

M/F (3) Posts




TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

Celgene Corporation, a company organized under the laws of
United States of America carrying on business as a pharmaceutical
Company and having its principal office at 86 Morris Avenue,
Summit, New Jersey 07901, United States of America is the owner
and sole proprietor of the following Trademark:-

OTEZLA

Myanmar Registration Number. 4/5962/2013

Used in respect of Pharmaceutical preparations, namely, cytokine
inhibitory drugs; pharmaceutical preparations that modulate the
immune system; pharmaceutical preparations for the treatment of
certain blood diseases and cancers in International class 5.

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun, Tin Thiri Aung & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632

Email:law_chambers @seasiren.com.mm

(For. Patrick Mirandah co.(s) Pte Ltd, Singapore)

Dated: 26" May, 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

Ares Trading S.A., a company organized under the laws of
Switzerland and having its principal office at Zone Industrielle
de I’ Ouriettaz, CH-1170 Aubonne, Switzerland, is the owner and
sole proprietor of the following Trademarks:-

INCRAMOV

Reg. Nos. 4/4456/2010 & 4/7544/2013

ROMZURTO
Reg. Nos. 4/4457/2010 & 4/7545/2013
Used in respect of:-

Pharmaceutical preparations for human use (International Class 5)

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent
intentions of the above mark will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632

Email:law_chambers @seasiren.com.mm
(For. Ella Cheong LLC, Singapore)
Dated: 26™ May, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION NOTICE

Ares Trading S.A, a company organized under the laws of
Switzerland and having its principal office at Zone Industrielle
de I’Ouriettaz, CH-1170 Aubonne, Switzerland is the owner and
sole proprietor of the following Trademark:-

FRECONTRIS

Reg. Nos. 4/3514/2010 & 4/4200/2013 for International class 5

XAMPENSO
Reg. Nos. 4/3516/2010 & 4/4201/2013 for International class 5

Used in respect of :-

Pharmaceutical preparations for human use. (International Class 5)

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent
intentions of the above marks will be dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun & The Law Chambers
Ph: 0973150632

Email:law_chambers @seasiren.com.mm
For. Ella Cheong LLC(Singapore))

Dated: 26" May, 2014

Stay connected with
The Myanmar Times

TheMyanmarTimes facebook CoMTY
themyanmartimes
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Thailand Open cancelled amid unrest

THIS year’s US$1 million Thailand
Open has been cancelled because of
the deepening political crisis in the
divided kingdom where martial law
was declared on May 20, organisers
said.

The OneAsia tournament was
meant to have taken place at Bang-
kok’s Thana City Golf & Sports Club
in March but was postponed after a
60-day state of emergency was de-
clared in the capital.

The event was due to be resched-
uled but organisers said late on May
19 it would not take place in 2014
with hopes it will return to the cal-
endar next year.

“The Thailand Open is a world-
class tournament and we want to hold
it when the environment is stable,”
President of the Thailand Golf Asso-
ciation (TGA) Rungsrid Luxsitanonda
said in comments released by the
organisers.

Thailand’s army early on May 20
imposed martial law to quell unrest
across the country which has been
shaken by deadly violence since anti-
government demonstrations erupted
six months ago.

The army said the move was “not
a coup” - in a country which has
seen 18 actual or attempted military
takeovers since 1932.

The political crisis has its roots
in the 2006 ouster of tycoon-turned-
premier Thaksin Shinawatra, who
went into self-imposed exile to avoid
jail for a corruption conviction.

Patrick Feizal Joyce, a vice presi-
dent at event promoter World Sport
Group, said, “We needed some cer-
tainty in the situation so it has been
agreed by all relevant parties to can-
cel this year’s Thailand Open.

“It is our hope that the tourna-
ment will be staged next year,” he
added just hours before martial law
was invoked.

Last year’s Thailand Open was won
by Thai Prayad Marksaeng. - AFP

‘Chrome’ set for Belmont
as nasal strips 0K’d

TEWARDS at Belmont Park

approved on May 19 the

use of nasal strips for the

Belmont Stakes, ending an

issue that could have kept
California Chrome from racing for the
Triple Crown.

Art Sherman, trainer for the Ken-
tucky Derby and Preakness Stakes
winner, said May 18 the chestnut colt
might not run the third leg of the US
flat racing treble on June 7 if nasal
stripes were not allowed.

But now California Chrome will
try to become the 12™ horse to sweep
the Triple Crown, and the first since
Affirmed in 1978 in a record-long
drought for achieving the feat.

California Chrome has won six races
in a row since he started using the strips
to widen his nasal passages and allow a
greater intake of air during races.

The Belmont Stakes had denied an-
other horse the use of nasal strips two
years ago in a Triple Crown sweep bid,
but the spectre of such a move poten-
tially causing California Chrome’s own-
ers to skip the 11/2-mile Belmont Stakes
was too much for officials to bear.

Only a day after formally ask-
ing race stewards to allow the nasal
strips, the colt’s owners were given
permission.

Stewards conferred with Dr Scott
E Palmer, the New York State Gaming
Commission (NYSCG) equine medical
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California Chrome races to the finish line en route to winning the 139 running of the
Preakness Stakes at Pimlico Race Course on May 17 in Baltimore. Photo: AFP

director, who agreed that the nasal
strip should be permitted.

“I recommend that the stewards at
state-based thoroughbred racetracks
discontinue their ban on equine nasal
strips,” Palmer wrote in a statement
release from the NYSGC.

“Equine nasal strips do not enhance
equine performance, nor do they pose
a risk to equine health or safety and as
such do not need to be regulated.

“While there is research to indi-
cate that equine nasal strips decrease
airway resistance in horses and may
decrease the amount of bleeding ... I
am unfamiliar with any research indi-
cating that equine nasal strips enable
a horse to run faster with nasal strips
than without them.

“Equine nasal strips do not pose a
welfare or safety risk to the horse.”

- AFP

striker dies after kick

to stomach during match

AN Indonesian striker playing in one
of the country’s top leagues has died
after a goalkeeper Kicked him in the
stomach during a recent match, an of-
ficial said on May 20.

The death of AKli Fairuz, 27, is a
further blow to the reputation of In-
donesian football, which has been be-
set by numerous problems in recent
years, from leadership tussles to for-
eign players dying after complaining
of being unable to afford healthcare.

Fairuz sustained serious injuries af-
ter the challenge during a game on May
10 in Banda Aceh, on western Sumatra
island, said Mahfudin Nigara from the
Indonesian Football Association.

Video footage showed the player,
from club Persiraja Banda Aceh, run
into the box of the opposing team,
PSAP Sigli, to take a shot after the ball
rebounded off the goalkeeper.

But the goalkeeper ran out and
kicked him in the stomach as he took

Mahfudin Nigara
Official from the
Indonesian Football Association

the shot, knocking him to the ground.

AKli was substituted immediately
but continued to watch the match and
was only rushed to hospital later when
his condition worsened, Nigara said.

“AKli died due to a rupture in his
intestine on May 16 from the goalie’s
kick,” he told AFP.

“We are investigating the case, but
there’s a suspicion that treatment of
his injury on the pitch might have
been too slow.”

He said that the football associa-
tion had set up a team to investigate
the incident.

Persiraja Banda Aceh and PSAP
Sigli are in the Liga Indonesia Premier
Division, the country’s second-tier di-
vision.

Indonesian football has been
struggling to recover following a
long-running feud between two rival
federations, which spawned two top-
tier divisions. The two sides have now
agreed to unite.

The country’s football chiefs also
came in for criticism over the deaths
of a Paraguayan and a Cameroonian
playing for Indonesian clubs, who
reportedly could not afford medi-
cal treatment after going unpaid for
months. — AFP
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Yao Ming
eyeing deal to
buy Clippers,
report says

RETIRED Chinese superstar Yao Ming
is lining up investors to make a bid
for the NBAs Los Angeles Clippers if
embattled owner Donald Sterling has
to sell, ESPN.com reported on May 23.

Yao is just the latest celebrity to
be linked to a potential Clippers bid
since Sterling was engulfed in a scan-
dal over racially charged remarks that
became public in April.

ESPN, citing unnamed sources,
said that Yao and another former NBA
player, Grant Hill, were working sepa-
rately to find investors to launch bids.

Celebrity gossip website TMZ and
other US media outlets reported May
23 that Sterling has surrendered con-
trol of the club to his estranged wife,
Shelly, who is in talks with the league
to sell the team.

The Clippers are valued at nearly
US$600 million by Forbes magazine
and could fetch substantially more giv-
en the publicity surrounding the team
and its location in a major US market.

Yao became an NBA star with the
Houston Rockets, who made him the
first pick in the 2002 NBA draft.

Although his size was his strength,
the rigours of top-flight basketball
proved too much for Yao’s massive
7-foot, 6-inch (2.29-meter) frame and
his career was marked by lengthy ab-
sences from the court due to a succes-
sion of mostly foot and leg injuries.

He announced his retirement in
July of 2011 following a trail-blazing
career that made him China’s best-
known athlete and helped spur the
game’s growth all across Asia.

He owns a team in China, the
Shanghai Sharks, and maintains close
ties with the NBA.

Hill is just completing his first year
in retirement after a 19-season career
that ended with the Clippers after sev-
en All-Star berths.

Other big names said to be interest-
ed in purchasing the clippers include
software billionaire Larry Ellison, en-
tertainment mogul David Geffen and
television powerhouse Oprah Win-
frey,. - AFP

Rivals wary of Nadal backlash

AFAEL Nadal might be

seen by some as losing his

grip on the French Open

crown, but his main rivals

for the title dont share
that view ahead of the May 25 open-
ing day at Roland Garros.

The 27-year-old Spaniard has
been strangely subdued during the
long buildup to the consecration of
the claycourt tennis season with just
the one title to his name - at Ma-
drid when Japan’s Kei Nishikori was
forced to retire in the final with a
back injury.

Quarter-final defeats to David
Ferrer in Monte Carlo and Nicolas
Almagro in Barcelona were shocking
and he was swept aside in the second
and third sets by Novak DjoKkovic in
the Rome final last week.

But ATP tour events are one
thing; taking on eight-time winner
Nadal at his Roland Garros strong-
hold is quite another.

French hope Jo-Wilfried Tsonga
said that it would be pure folly to
downplay the Spaniard’s hopes of a
record ninth title in Paris.

“If we have to look at the results
these last couple of weeks, of course
we can say that,” he said.

“But when we look, you know, in
the past, there is no reason to say
Rafa is different than the other years.

“You know, he’s still the same guy,
the same champion, and I'm sure he
wants to win again here in Roland
Garros.”

Words echoed by Andy Murray,
who led Nadal 4-2 in the deciding set
in the Rome quarter-finals last week
before losing it 7-5.

It would not take long, he said, to
establish whether or not there were
any chinks in the Nadal armour.

“Normally when the tournament
starts, you know, whether Rafa has
been playing well or not, I would ex-
pect him to play great tennis here,”
the Wimbledon champion said.

“I would expect Novak to play
great tennis here. Roger, I would also
expect to play very well.

“So there is nothing there to
suggest that they are all of a sud-
den going to stop performing well

in the slams and struggle. I would
expect them to all have great
tournaments.”

For Djokovic the win over Nadal
in Rome was encouraging, but he
knows from past experience that get-
ting the better of Nadal in the year’s
second Grand Slam is a different
challenge altogether.

He has played the Spaniard five
times at Roland Garros in their mar-
athon rivalry and lost all five times
- albeit getting closer to turning the
tables every time.

“The tournament win in Rome
came at the right moment for me,”
he sai

“For my confidence level it’s defi-
nitely a booster and positive thing,
and hopefully I can carry that con-
fidence coming into Roland Garros.

“But it’s obviously different than
the Rome tournament. It’s a Grand
Slam. It’s a two-week-long event,
best of five, and there is a feeling
that most of the players who are par-
ticipating in the event have an extra
motivation to perform well in this
tournament comparing to the other
events.”

Nadal for his part believes it is
all about momentum and being in
prime form at just the right time.

“Rome, Monte Carlo, Madrid, Bar-

celona is past now. We are here in Ro-
land Garros, and the only thing that
matters now is have a good practice
when I will be able to finish with the
press,” he said at his pre-tournament
media conference.

“I will practise today, will practise
tomorrow, good practice on Sunday,
and try to be ready for the competi-
tion, no?

“The dynamic is positive, it’s
true, so that’s always important for
the confidence. I felt that in Rome I
was able to play with not that much
nerves, that anxiety that I played in
the first two tournaments and some
moments in Madrid, too.” — AFP
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Laid out: Second baseman Sean Rodriguez of the Tampa Bay Rays makes
a throw to second base in a game against the Boston Red Sox on May 23
in St Petersburg, Florida. Photo: AFP
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