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Unable to set competitive prices or get accurate data from customers under rules set by the government’s insurance 
regulatory body, new private firms are struggling to attract customers – or even compete with state-run Myanma Insurance
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OUTDATED policies, uncompetitive 
premiums and restrictive procedures 
imposed by the government’s Insur-
ance Business Supervisory Board 
(IBSB) are hindering efforts by newly 
established insurance firms to find 
their feet ahead of a plan to open the 
market to international firms next 
year, according to industry sources.

Several privately run local insur-
ance firms have opened their doors 
since June last year when 12 companies 
were granted licences. The opening of 
the market broke state-run Myanma 
Insurance’s six-decade monopoly.

But with several international firms 
waiting to enter the market, insurers 
are worried that restrictive policies 
imposed by the Insurance Business 
Supervisory Board (IBSB) will make it 
difficult for them to succeed.

As opposed to most international 
markets, which allow firms to offer 
competitive prices for their services, 
the IBSB has set the price of premiums 
while limiting the number of policies 
private firms can offer to just six, mak-
ing it difficult for the young local in-
surers to distinguish themselves from 
one another, insurers said.

“They [the IBSB] control every-
thing we do as we cannot alter any 
policy or be true risk managers as the 
premiums are all set,” said one indus-
try source who asked not to be named.

“It is going to be very difficult for 
the insurers to become established 
with the limited number of covers we 
can offer that are also very basic and 
poorly worded,” the source said.
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PHILIP HEIJMANS
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Style
Statement

Cast of characters 
Members of the general public, the 
NLD, the 88 Generation Students and 
various civil society groups gathered at 
Sule in downtown Yangon on January 
5, in a demonstration over repressive 
legislation pertaining to public 
gatherings and peaceful assembly. 

Some 2000 people came from far 
and wide to attend the demonstration 

– perhaps one of the largest political 
gatherings since 2007’s Saffron 
Revolution. One group walked some 
800 miles (nearly 1300km) on a 43-day 
journey from Laiza.

At the protest, former political 
prisoners were invited to have plaster 
moulds made from their hands. The 
group organising the project aimed 
to have 1000 former prisoners’ 

hands replicated in order to hold an 
exhibition. 

Former prisoners, including some 
released recently, were allowed to 
choose the hand position for the cast. 
While some pointed, pulled peace 
signs or did a “thumbs up”, the mould 
made by Ma Thanegi – former assistant 
to Aung San Suu Kyi and sometime 
Myanmar Times contributor – showed an 
emphatically raised middle finger.  

Model makes merit
US model Karlie Kloss, perhaps most 
famous for her runway appearances as 
a Victoria’s Secret Angel, recently paid 
a visit to Myanmar over the New Year, 
posting pictures to social networking 
site Instagram throughout her trip. Kloss 
toured the visitor’s golden triangle – 
Shwedagon, Bagan and Inle Lake – and 
went on to attain “tourist Bingo” with 
photos from her visit, including shots of 
balloons over Bagan, a pose with a small 
child, an aerial view of a woman selling 
fish in a market stall, monks in prayer 
and the obligatory foot-paddling boat 
operator on Inle Lake. 

Kloss also posed for pictures with 
locals at Shwedagon – though it was 
unclear whether they were aware 
they were standing next to one of the 
world’s top-ranked supermodels, or 
were just surprised to see a 6’1” woman 
wandering the pagoda grounds.  

Taxi drivers, thieves rejoice
The Yangon Region government has 
banned police from riding motorcycles 
in Yangon’s municipal areas, according 
to a report last week from 7Day Daily 
news journal. The restrictions came after 
authorities found members of the police 
force had been violating traffic rules and 
driving recklessly – in some instances 
injuring themselves and others. 

Under President U Thein Sein, the 
police – as well as other government 
staff including YCDC and Ministry of 
Electricity employees – have been 
exempted from the city’s longstanding 
motorcycle ban. But a traffic officer from 
Mayangone township said the latter 
groups were likely to face the same ban 
soon, according to 7Day. 

Just how police can crack down 
on illegal and reckless motorcycle 
riding while banned from motorcycle 
use themselves presents a significant 
logistical problem. Reportedly lacking 
enough patrol cars to carry out law 
enforcement duties, officers may soon 
be forced to ride the bus.

Phway Phway
for NOW! magazine.
Photo: Jason (Sense photography)

THE INSIDER: The local lowdown & best of the web

When Myanmar was Burma...
Archival material provided by Pansodan Gallery

Hell Does Not Accept the Heart from the Wrong Place – a romance novel 
from the late 1970s

online editor Kayleigh Long |
kayleighelong@gmail.comPage 2
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IT was the topic that divided the gov-
ernment and armed ethnic groups 
during negotiations in Myitkyina in 
November. But the future of Myan-
mar’s army – and non-state groups’ 
roles within it – will be left off the 
agenda when the two sides meet 
again later this month, sources say.

At an informal meeting between 
the ethnic groups and the govern-
ment peace team in Chiang Mai, 
northern Thailand, on December 29, 
chief government negotiator U Aung 
Min requested that the federal army 
proposed by ethnic groups be left off 
the agenda and only tackled when po-
litical dialogue gets underway.

The Nationwide Ceasefire Coor-
dination Team, which represented 
armed ethnic groups at the meeting 
last month, agreed to the request, said 
team chairman U Naing Han Thar.

However, they did not agree to U 
Aung Min’s request that a date be set 
to sign the nationwide ceasefire agree-
ment at the conclusion of the talks.

“We will only set a date when 
we have a guarantee of political dia-
logue,” U Naing Han Thar said.

The next round of talks will be 
held in the Kayin State capital, Hpa-
an, on January 24 and 25. 

As was the case before the Myit-
kyina talks, the meeting will be pre-
ceded by a gathering of armed ethnic 

groups, this time at the Karen Nation-
al Union headquarters in Hlaingbwe 
township from January 20 to 22.

The 11-member NCCT was formed 
by ethnic armed group on November 
2 at the meeting in Laiza to coordi-
nate discussions with the government 
on the ceasefire. 

However, it was unable to secure 
an agreement with the government at 
the talks in Myitkyina days later be-
cause, members said, the Tatmadaw 
rejected its draft ceasefire as it con-
tained references to a federal military.

Both sides agreed to hold further 
discussions, with talks planned for 
December. However, the meeting was 
then delayed until January. 

To avoid misunderstandings dur-
ing the talks, the NCCT and the gov-
ernment peace team have held a se-
ries of informal meetings in Chiang 
Mai to discuss ways to combine the 
two ceasefire drafts into a single ver-
sion that can be put forward in Hpa-
an for approval.

U Nyo Ohm Myint from the Myan-
mar Peace Center said the two sides 
had reached agreement on 80 percent 
of the issues to be discussed in Hpa-
an. “Only 20 percent still needs to be 
discussed further.”

A further coordination meeting 
was to be held in Chiang Mai on Janu-
ary 10.

While the Hpa-an meeting will 
focus on the nationwide ceasefire, a 
framework for political dialogue and 
the holding of that dialogue, he con-
firmed that “federal military issues” 
will not be discussed. 

“Both sides have agreed to discuss 
these issues, such as the re-unification 

and re-integration of [ethnic armies 
into the] Tatmadaw, in detail during 
the political dialogue stage,” he said. 
“We expect that the [Hpa-an] meet-
ing will result in a single nationwide 
ceasefire draft.” 

U Khun Okkar, general secretary 
of United Nationalities Federal Coun-
cil (UNFC), an umbrella organisation 
for around a dozen armed ethnic 
groups, said ethnic groups had “taken 
one step back in order to reach our 
goals” by agreeing to delay talks on 
the federal army. 

“U Aung Min persuaded us our 
[ethnic] goals are difficult to reach 
if we push too strongly, particularly 
about the federal military issues,” U 
Khun Okkar said. “So we agreed to 
accept his plan if he gives us a guar-
antee [that they will be discussed 
during the] political dialogue.”

The NCCT and government 
peace team also agreed to invite 
National League for Democracy 
chair Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to 
attend the Hpa-an meeting as an  
observer.

Kachin Independence Army soldiers patrol the front line near Laiza in Kachin 
State in January 2013. Photo: Kaung Htet

EI EI TOE 
LWIN

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

Don’t mention the war
Federal army off the agenda for peace talks

Judge throws 
out MCM 
liquidation 
application
YANGON’S western district court last 
week dismissed an application to liq-
uidate Myanmar Consolidated Media – 
publisher of The Myanmar Times – filed 
by majority shareholder Dr Tin Tun Oo.

The deputy district judge decided 
on January 7 to throw out Dr Tin Tun 
Oo’s application, ruling it did not com-
ply with the Myanmar Companies Act.

Dr Tin Tun Oo, who is also owner of 
Swesone Media Group, applied in Au-
gust to liquidate the company, citing a 
long-running dispute with his partners.

He holds a 51 percent stake in MCM, 
a profitable company established in 
2000 by Ross Dunkley and U Myat Swe 
that also publishes NOW! Magazine. 
He acquired the stake in MCM from U 
Myat Swe in 2005.

MCM lawyer U Aung Than Soe said 
the decision of the court was in line 
with the law. “I didn’t know what kind 
of judgment would come out when 
I took charge of the case but I made 
strong arguments to defeat [Dr Tin Tun 
Oo’s application],” he said.

Mr Dunkley said he was satisfied 
with the judgment but said the case 
had been an “enormous” distraction 
for him at a time when the newspa-
pers were facing considerable chal-
lenges and threats in the marketplace. 

While Dr Tin Tun Oo had urged him 
to find a buyer for the local partner’s 
shares, the court action had done little 
to encourage the process, he said. “At 
the end of the day the courts have ruled 
correctly and according to the law. I 
cannot complain about this and I thank 
the judge for arriving at this point.”

Dr Tin Tun Oo was quoted in Miz-
zima as saying that the court’s decision 
was unfair. – Nan Tin Htwe
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Support builds behind conservation

THE tide appears to have turned for 
heritage conservation in Yangon, with 
political support strengthening the 
campaign to preserve the city’s unique 
character.

Just two years ago, solid century-old 
buildings – plastered with red Yangon 
City Development Committee signs de-
claring them “dangerous” and ripe for 
destruction – were coming down at a 
rapid rate.

In the final months of 2013, howev-
er, the efforts of those leading the fight 
to preserve Yangon’s historic neigh-
bourhoods appear to have taken hold. 
Regional and municipal authorities 
intervened on a number of occasions 
to halt the demolition of historic build-
ings or projects out of step with their 
surroundings, while a new zoning plan 
was unveiled.

Yangon Heritage Trust chair U 
Thant Myint-U said he is optimistic 
that the momentum will continue into 
2014.  

“I was on the verge of being pessi-
mistic, only because a number of de-
cisions were up in the air and things 
could have gone either way,” he told 
The Myanmar Times in the trust’s  

colonial-era office on Pansodan Road, 
in the heart of downtown Yangon.

“But it’s become very clear over 
the past several weeks the extent to 
which the government and in particu-
lar YCDC are genuinely committed to 
urban conservation. They’ve taken a 
number of bold steps in the right direc-
tion and all along the way have worked 
very closely with us.  

“They’ve stood firmly not only 
against the demolition of heritage 
buildings but in favour of the protec-
tion of Yangon’s historic cityscape more 
generally.”

These halted projects include a 
proposed 14-storey office building 
at 555 Merchant Road next to the 
Indian embassy and a series of high-
rises along the Yangon waterfront on 
Strand Road. An application to demol-
ish Gandhi Hall, a century-old three-
storey building on the corner of Mer-
chant and Bo Aung Kyaw roads, was 
also rejected, much to the disappoint-
ment of its trustees.

In early December, YCDC held pub-
lic consultations on a proposed zoning 
plan that would limit the scale of de-
velopment in downtown, particularly 
in a new conservation zone bordered 
by Theinbyu, Lanmadaw and Bogyoke 
Aung San roads, and the river to the 
south.

This has already had a tangible im-
pact. At the December 25 opening of 
the June XI serviced apartment project, 
in the former Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs complex on Pyay Road, on Decem-
ber 25, developer Youth Force said it 
had been forced to scale back a planned 
14-storey building on the site to six sto-
reys because of zoning restrictions.

The lack of public opposition – even 
from influential businesspeople who 
have been negatively affected – is an-
other indication of the strong political 
support for preservation. While devel-
opers attended the zoning plan consul-
tation meeting and asked questions, for 
example, none said they were against 
the plan. 

Instead, the majority of criticism 
against the preservation movement has 
come from ordinary residents affected 
by halts on demolitions.

The Yangon Heritage Trust is work-

ing to shore up support among the 
broader public and combat criticism 
that it is an elite movement that ig-
nores the needs of the broader public.

In coming months the non-profit 
will assist authorities with the drafting 
of a Conservation Law to put in place 
a legal framework for preservation. 
When consultations are completed it 
will be submitted to the Yangon Region 
Hluttaw for approval. 

But once the zoning plan is firmly 
in place and the Conservation Law is 
in the hands of MPs, the focus will 
turn toward moving beyond protec-
tion and ensuring buildings are put to 
new uses.

A number of studies, mostly funded 
by the European Union, will be con-
ducted to find ways of ensuring com-
munities benefit from preservation. An 
inventory of all pre-1960 housing stock 
is also being undertaken to ensure 

the city’s older buildings are properly  
integrated into a more modern city – a 
move that should improve living condi-
tions for all.

“Public support is critical and we 
need urgently to understand how dif-
ferent new conservation measures will 
impact the ordinary residents of the old 
town,” U Thant Myint-U said.

“Whatever we do, we’ll need to ex-
plain options to the public, and we 
hope to do a lot more advocacy and 
public outreach work over 2014.”

U Thant Myint-U said the heritage 
trust is also intent on seeing the busi-
ness community as partners rather 
than opponents. One example is on the 
Yangon waterfront, where it is already 
in discussions with Diamond Star, the 
company that won the contract from 
Myanmar Port Authority to undertake 
the high-rise project that has since 
been halted because of the new zoning 

rules.
“Diamond Star have been a great 

supporter of Yangon conservation and 
we’ve had many discussions with them 
on the future of the waterfront.

“What we do need to do though is to 
reach out to [other] businesspeople and 
see how best we can work together.  A 
critical challenge is many of the exist-
ing laws and regulations that incentiv-
ise knocking down and constructing 
cheaply as opposed to renovating older 
buildings.

“Of course the challenges remain 
enormous, but the steps taken already 
have been significant, and the worstcase 
scenarios, – of losing much more of our 
built heritage – have now been avoided.

“What could be achieved over the 
coming months could even be a model 
for other cities in the region. It will cer-
tainly help ensure a much brighter fu-
ture for Yangon.”

THOMAS 
KEAN 

tdkean@gmail.com

Campaign to preserve Yangon’s historic neighbourhoods boosted by recent planning decisions and moves toward a new legal framework 

‘It’s become very 
clear the extent 
to which the 
government and 
YCDC are genuinely 
committed to urban 
conservation. ’

U Thant Myint-U 
Yangon Heritage Trust

ANALYSIS

Government officials stand at an entrance to the Secretariat building on Bo Aung Kyaw Road. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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Max in hot water over Ngapali allegations

THE Rakhine State government has is-
sued a stern warning to Max Myanmar 
for allegedly pumping sand from Nga-
pali beach and building a “wave-re-
sistant wall” outside of its compound, 
amid concerns about the impact of ho-
tel development at the popular tourist 
destination.

During a visit to Ngapali from 
December 21-24, Rakhine State Chief 
Minister U Hla Maung Tin instructed 
local officials to charge Max for pump-
ing sand from the beach and to form 
an investigation tribunal to probe 
the apparently illegal construction of 
a wall near its hotel, which is yet to 
open. 

In a letter to local hoteliers on De-
cember 26, U Htay Win, deputy gener-
al manager of the Thandwe branch of 
state-run Myanma Hotels and Tourism 
Services, said the company had been 
cleared of the sand allegations based 
on “photos submitted by a responsi-
ble person for Rakhine State”, without 
elaborating.

“But [Max] has been probed by the 
investigation tribunal due to its wave-
resistant wall reaching further than 
before,” the letter said. It is unclear 
whether action has been taken over 
the wall.

It added that hotels that build on 
land they do not own or that is not 
surveyed by the Settlements and Land 
Records Department, or take or pump 
sand from the beach, will face charges.

The general manager of Max Myan-
mar’s hotel division did not respond to 
requests for comment last week. 

U Kyaw Soe Lwin, administrator 
for Thandwe township, confirmed 

that an investigation team had been 
formed to examine the Max Myan-
mar hotel site. The investigation is 
almost complete, he said, and charges 
could be laid depending on the team’s  
findings.

“Following the chief minister’s trip 
we are now more closely supervising 
all construction in the beach area,” he 
said. “All need to follow the correct 
procedures for constructing buildings 
in this area.”

While not a new problem, the prac-
tice of removing sand from the beach 
has become a major issue at Ngapali 
because of the construction of a num-
ber of new hotels at the beach. While 
it is illegal, some resorts take the sand, 
either to backfill concrete beachfront 
walls or to build up low-lying areas of 
hotel compounds.

There are also reports that the 
sand is ending up on local construc-
tion sites, despite sea sand generally 
not being suitable for use in reinforced 
concrete structures because of its high 
chloride content.

While U Kyaw Soe Lwin said sand 
was not being taken for commer-
cial projects, photos provided to The 
Myanmar Times last month clearly 
show workers loading sand onto large 
trucks in broad daylight on the beach. 

The problem is most serious on the 
northern beach near Thandwe Air-
port, where at least four hotels are un-
der construction. One regular visitor 
took to global travel website TripAdvi-
sor in December to express frustration 
at the “sand and rock pirates [who] 
are decimating this part of Ngapali”. 

“Dozens of coastal trees, palms and 
casuarina are having their roots ex-
posed to the extent that many are fall-
ing into the sea,” said the visitor, who 
identified themselves as “Thaibart”.

“Visit the mermaid on the rocks 
and you will see gangs of workers with 
sledgehammers, chisels and other 
tools destroying the rocks that have 
adorned the beach for centuries. Long 
gone are the smooth outlines of these 
rocks ... What remains are jagged 
shards of rock protruding from the 
ever-decreasing sand.”

Oliver E Soe Thet, a former adviser 
to the government on environmental 
issues in coastal Rakhine State, said 
that while the taking of sand from the 
beach had always been an issue it had 
“got out of control” in the second half 
of 2013, particularly near the airport 
and Myabin village. This is driven 
purely by an effort to save money, he 
said, as the general administration de-
partment has already advised hotels 
how they can buy sand sourced from 
other locations.

“Pleasant View Resort is the only 
hotel that constructed new buildings 
and followed the legal way of the gov-
ernment,” said Mr E Soe Thet.

“At the northern end of Ngapali 
beach, for example, one hotel pumped 
sand [during the whole monsoon] 
season into their compound to fill in 
swampland at no cost,” he said.

“Another hotel at Myabin took 
thousands of tonnes of sand to fill 
behind a 7-foot-high beachfront re-
inforced concrete wall. It is not only 
illegal but shows a lack of any regard 
for the community and other mem-
bers of the hospitality industry.”

He said the actions of the hotels 
are short-sighted because the loss 
of Ngapali’s fine sand will inevita-
bly harm its image as a luxury des-
tination and ultimately affect visitor 
numbers.

“The sand is taken very quickly 
from the beach but nature needs 
thousands of years to turn a sea shell 
into fine white Ngapali beach sand.”

Photos taken in December 2013 and provided to The Myanmar Times show workers loading trucks with sand from Ngapali Beach.

Rakhine State chief minister orders investigation into allegations company pumped sand from the beach and illegally built a wall near its hotel 
THOMAS KEAN
tdkean@gmail.com
AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

EXCLUSIVE

‘The sand is taken 
very quickly from 
the beach but nature 
needs thousands of 
years to turn a sea 
shell into fine white 
Ngapali beach sand.’

Oliver E Soe Thet 
Former adviser to the government on 

environmental issues in coastal Rakhine
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Max in hot water over Ngapali allegations

Photos taken in December 2013 and provided to The Myanmar Times show workers loading trucks with sand from Ngapali Beach.

Rakhine State chief minister orders investigation into allegations company pumped sand from the beach and illegally built a wall near its hotel 

Photos: Supplied

Rohingya parties call for 
change to census categories

TWO Rohyinga political parties are 
calling on the government to amend 
a question on the upcoming national 
census to recognise the minority 
Muslim group. They argue that the 
current version of the census could 
be used to further erode their already 
tenuous access to citizenship.

Under the proposed census struc-
ture, people are able to identify as 
one of Myanmar’s 135 formally recog-
nised ethnic groups through simply 
recording a specific code number. 
Ethnicities that are unrecognised 
by the government, such as the Ro-
hingya or Chinese-Myanmar, will be 
forced to identify as “other” but will 
also have the option to self-identify 
their ethnicity. 

Members of the National Demo-
cratic Party for Development (NDPD) 
and the Democracy and Human 
Rights Party (DHRP) last week de-
scribed the census structure as  
unacceptable. 

DHRP president U Kyaw Min said 
the effect on the Rohyinga commu-
nity could be “ruinous”. He argued 
it could adversely affect its members 
from obtaining full citizenship un-
der current citizenship laws but did 
not clearly explain how this could  
happen.

“In the future our status will be 
like [that of a] foreigner,” he said on 
January 10.

U Kyaw Min and U Khin Maung 
Myint, head of the NDPD’s foreign 
relations committee, said that the 
Rohingya population in Myanmar – 
which they estimated at 1.5 million, 
most of whom live in Rakhine State 
– makes the group much more sig-
nificant in terms of size than most of 
those that are officially recognised.

“We are not asking for anything 
special. We are asking [for the census 
to be changed] as a basic right,” U 
Khin Maung Myint said. 

Despite the urging of the political 
parties and the group’s sizable popu-
lation, it seems extremely unlikely 
that the government will list the Ro-
hyinga as an ethnicity option. Nay 
Pyi Taw refuses to officially recognise 
the group, instead referring to its 
members as Bengalis and character-
ising them as illegal immigrants from 
neighbouring Bangladesh.

NDPD and DHRP leaders said 
they would take a wait-and-see ap-
proach to the issue and have not yet 
decided whether they will encourage 
Rohingya to boycott the census if the 
census is not amended. 

U Khin Maung Myint said that 
both parties had on multiple occa-
sions approached the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), which is 
assisting the government with the 
census, to raise their concerns. He 
said they were told that the agency’s 
role as technical adviser meant it 
could not dictate the structure of the 
census to the government. 

Speaking to The Myanmar Times 
last week, a UNFPA spokesperson 
said people who opt to self-identify 
will be tallied “through a sub-coding 
process after the census”. 

“This will take time to do and the 
analysis of this will provide important 
statistical data in terms of the ethnic 
spread and groupings in the country, 
as well as giving the opportunity for 
further research, review and discus-
sion on this,” the spokesperson said. 

The nationwide census will be the 
first in 31 years. It is scheduled to take 
place in March and April.

Ethnicity, nationality 
and the 2014 census
•	 Myanmar	citizens	will	have	

the choice of selecting one 
of	135	officially	recognised	
ethnic groups, or an “other” 
category,	with	each	category	
given a specific code.

•		 Those	who	select	“other”	can	
self-identify	their	ethnicity.

•		 Data	on	those	who	self-iden-
tify	will	be	tallied	though	a	
sub-coding	process,	enabling	
it	to	be	used	for	analysis.

•		 Foreigners	in	Myanmar	at	the	
time the census is conducted 
will	be	able	to	select	their	
nationality	from	a	list.

•		 Those	whose	nationality	is	not	
listed can select the “other” 
category	and	then	self-identify.	

TIM 
MCLAUGHLIN

timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com
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Views
The Rohingya: partners in 
building a new Myanmar

MYANMAR is uniquely rich with an 
array of cultures, traditions and lin-
guistic attributes. While diversity can 
be one of this country’s strengths, it 
has also sowed the seeds of discord 
for too long. Instead of helping My-
anmar become a leader in Asia, it has 
held the country back, stifling devel-
opment and creating chronic insecu-
rity for its people. 

The precise identity and the com-
position of ethnic minorities in Myan-
mar have always been quite vague and 
often arbitrary. Although the govern-
ment has officially put the number of 
ethnic minority groups at 135, many 
have challenged this number and the 
official list of categories. Some claim 
they have been left off the list; others 
say there are too many categories. 

The citizenship of one particu-
lar ethnic group, the Rohingya – of 
which I am a member – has been a 
deeply polarising issue in this coun-
try for years. The Rohingya had been 
recognised in the 1950s. However, the 
military regime of General Ne Win re-
voked our citizenship over time after 
he seized power in 1962. Despite the 
indigeneity of Rohingya people in Ra-
khine for several centuries, the ques-
tion often raised by scholars, analysts, 
human rights advocates, media, and 
others is why the citizenship of this 
population in Rakhine was revoked.

The answer to this question must 
take into account some basic under-
lying factors, including race and re-
ligion, cultural and social attributes, 
political manipulation, and the rise of 
local nationalisms in Myanmar. Such 
factors have put Rakhine State on a 
collision course over a period of five 
decades, causing divisions that affect 
the peaceful coexistence and advance-
ment of people living in the state. 

Despite some possible discontent 
among Rakhine people, it is reasona-
ble to think that all people, including 
Rohingya and Rakhine people, would 
prefer a peaceful life over a violent 
life with no security. The first ques-
tion now may be what is causing such 
an undesired rift between the people 
living in the state. Clearly one funda-
mental problem is the lack of rule of 
law, resulting in a failure to provide 
adequate security forces that operate 
fairly and equitably. 

Both sides have committed vio-
lence against the other. No matter 
who commits the act and who is con-
sidered the primary victim, no such 
violence should be tolerated. When an 
incident occurs, the alleged perpetra-
tors should be arrested and charged, 
and accorded due process to consider 
their guilt. Authorities should not 
allow violence or other violations of 
law of any kind to go unaddressed, 
and accountability must be fairly and 
equally applied to everyone. Failing 
to do so will only encourage more 
violence and anarchy.

An alleged Islamic agenda
The Rakhine community has ex-
pressed fears about the alleged popu-
lation growth of the Rohingya people, 
and their alleged goal of “Islamicis-
ing” Rakhine State. They have al-
leged that the Rohingya are seeking 
to carve out an autonomous state of 
their own within Rakhine. They point 

to the unfounded claims and ludi-
crous manifesto of some insignificant 
and shady groups as further evidence 
of such a conspiracy. 

These fears and allegations are all 
untrue, and stem from a deep mis-
understanding among the Rakhine 
people about the goals of the Roh-
ingya. I am confident that I speak for 
the overwhelmingly vast majority of 
Rohingya when I say categorically 
that the goal of autonomy within or 
separatism from Rakhine State, or 
any other state in Myanmar, is not 
desired or sought by the Rohingya 
people. In the 1950s, a small armed 
group seeking to establish an auton-
omous district, then known as Mayu 
Nay Gya Khayaing, did exist among a 
minority of Rohingya. Such a move-
ment was not unusual in those days. 
Among the Rakhine themselves were 
independence movements in years 
past. But that sentiment is a relic of 
a different era with no currency or 

relevance to the 21st century desires 
of my people. 

The name Rohingya is simply a 
term to describe my community. It is 
rooted in our history, and serves to 
describe cultural and demographic 
attributes. Historical records suggest 
the name was applied at least as far 
back as 1799 and today we consider it 
important as a measure of respect for 
our history and heritage. We reject 
the term “Bengali” as disrespectful 
to this identity and to our traditions 
as proud people with deep roots in  
Myanmar. 

From an anthropological point of 
view, the Rohingya community re-
tains a mixture of cultural, religious, 
and linguistic attributes with Aryan/
Caucasian roots. The population orig-
inated from South Asian and Middle 

Eastern heritage centuries ago and it 
flourished during the days of colonial 
Burma in what was then known as 
Arakan State. As a practical matter, 
however, given the many generations 
who have made the area their home, 
the Rohingya people who today reside 
in the western region of the country 
are essentially indigenous. Indeed, 
there is ample evidence in history 
that Rohingya people have coexisted 
peacefully with other ethnic groups 
in Rakhine for centuries. 

What we don’t know can hurt us
Although it has been alleged that the 
Rohingya population has grown rap-
idly in Rakhine State in recent years, 
there is no reliable data on population 
– all the various figures presented by 
different sources are only estimates. 
Indeed, estimates have been driving 
the debate for some time; there has 
been no authoritative official count-
ing for many years. A transparent 

and accurate account is needed. It is 
possible that the Rohingya popula-
tion may have been perceived to have 
grown somewhat faster than other 
groups because they are confined and 
concentrated in a particular region 
in the state, as they are not allowed 
to travel to other parts of the state 
or country. By contrast, Rakhine and 
other groups were allowed to travel 
or migrate elsewhere. It should also 
be noted that nearly 1.5 million Ro-
hingya have left Rakhine since 1962 
and are now in various parts of the 
world.

A common Rakhine allegation is 
that the rise in population of Rohingya 
is due to illegal immigration. There is 
also no reliable data to support this. 

We want to see a transparent pro-
cess, as promised by the Myanmar 

government, to verify the presence 
of Rohingya in Rakhine State and de-
termine if any are illegal immigrants. 
We also endorse strengthening bor-
der controls to build confidence on 
both sides of the border that illegal 
immigration or other nefarious ac-
tivities are not occurring in that area. 

Another allegation is that the rise 
is due to Rohingya religious and cul-
tural traditions. As elsewhere around 
the world, if the Rohingya are of-
fered the opportunity to be educated 
and develop themselves, population 
growth rates – whatever the reality 
in recent years – will almost certainly 
reflect the average.

The importance of dialogue
There is no reason why the Roh-
ingya cannot integrate themselves 
into mainstream Myanmar society. 
A significantly large population of 
Rohingya have already adapted to 
mainstream Myanmar society in their 
day-to-day life, through the learning 
of Myanmar language and traditions. 
The religious faith of a person, wheth-
er they are Christian Kachin, Buddhist 
Rakhine, or Muslim Rohingya, should 
not be a barrier to peaceful co-exist-
ence in modern Myanmar. 

There are extremist elements in all 
religions around the globe that find 
in religion a tool to manipulate the 
innocent segment of their respective 
communities. However, there are also 
ample means for effectively silencing 
or marginalising these extremist ele-
ments. The key is dialogue. I am con-
fident that dialogue among people of 
good faith in each community would 
help to dispel myths that have arisen. 
It would also help address linger-
ing questions the Rakhine may have 
about the loyalty and commitment of 
the Rohingya people to Myanmar and 
to maintaining Rakhine’s State’s unity. 

In the end, the Rohingya are mod-
erate people who seek basic human 
rights – just like the Rakhine have 
struggled to achieve for decades – so 
that they can live peacefully as equal 
citizens while retaining their unique 
cultural identity. Rohingya people 
hold strong potential to contribute to 
the advancement of the newly emerg-
ing Myanmar. Developing educational, 
economic, and social institutions in all 
parts of Rakhine and beyond will pave 
the way for national development and 
provide the foundation for tolerance, 
mutual respect, reconciliation and 
peaceful co-existence.

Realisation of such a dream is not 
impossible: Such a situation existed af-
ter the independence of Myanmar, par-
ticularly in the 1950s and early 1960s. I 
recognise that it will take time to over-
come decades of misunderstanding 
and mistrust. Those who are already 
suspicious about the Rohingya will not 
take us at our word when we say we do 
not desire autonomy or separation, or 
that fringe organisations do not repre-
sent our true goals and interests. But 
the solution, on either side, cannot be 
violence. Solutions to our differences – 
for the interests of peace and stability 
in Rakhine State and the country – can 
only be found through dialogue. My 
community is ready to take part in such 
a dialogue at the soonest opportunity.

Dr Wakar Uddin is a professor at 
Pennsylvania State University in the 
United States, director general of the 
Arakan Rohingya Union, and chairman 
and founder of The Burmese Rohingya 
Association of North America. Dr Uddin 
may be reached at dg.aru@ar-union.org.

A Rohingya man sits in a mosque in Sittwe township shortly after it was 
damaged by a Buddhist mob in October 2012. Photo: Kaung Htet

In the end, the Rohingya are moderate 
people who seek basic human rights so they 
can live peacefully as equal citizens while 
retaining their unique cultural identity.

Wakar 
Uddin

dg.aru@ar-union.org
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Views
Darkness and light in Thailand

THE situation in Bangkok brings to 
mind the opening words of A Tale 
of Two Cities, the novel written by 
Charles Dickens 155 years ago and 
set during the years leading up to the 
French Revolution.

After all, while it is said that the 
more things change the more they 
stay the same, the parallels between 
those distant times and today are 
quite astonishing – and not a little 
scary.

This is how Dickens began his 
famous novel: “It was the best of 
times, it was the worst of times, it was 
the age of wisdom, it was the age of 
foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, 
it was the epoch of incredulity, it was 
the season of Light, it was the season 
of Darkness...”  

Wisdom and foolishness, light 
and darkness: He could easily have 
been evoking the current situation 
in Thailand when he penned those 
memorable words.

While many Thai analysts do 
have grounds for predicting a 
brighter, better future, there are also 
valid concerns that dark and terrible           

conflicts may soon occur on a broad 
scale across the country.

Think of the carnage in Rakhine 
State or Meiktila, or even Syria, being 
reflected in Bangkok. And it could 
happen.

Tragically, many people in 
Thailand’s capital have entered, or 
more precisely have been led by self-
interested Pied Pipers, into a very 
treacherous corner.

They abhor the current Pheu Thai 
government led by Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra, the younger 
sister of fugitive former PM Thaksin 
Shinawatra, who was convicted of 
corruption in 2008 and fled to Dubai.

Thaksin, who retains widespread 
support among poor and middle-class 
folks outside Bangkok, is assumed 
by most people to control Yingluck 
and to effectively still be running the 
government.

Quite likely he is. And there is 
nothing wrong with political op-
ponents protesting against it, as a 
minority of the population, largely 
based in the capital, do.

Sadly, however, the protests have 
turned violent, partly due to some 
arrogant legislative measures taken 
by Yingluck and her team, although 
some would say she was simply being 
decisive in a Margaret Thatcher style.

Either way, when her MPs passed 
an amnesty bill last November that 
would have allowed Thaksin to return 

home, it triggered demonstrations in 
the streets.

Unappeased by her wise decision 
to quickly scrap the amnesty bill, the 
protesters demanded Yingluck’s res-
ignation; instead, she called a general 
election for February 2.

The protesters, who also rejected 
the election call, are led by Suthep 
Thaugsuban, a sidekick of opposition 
Democrat Party leader and former 
PM Abhisit Vejjajiva, who foolishly 
decided to boycott the February polls.

Abhisit invariably follows Suthep, 

who in turn follows orders from his 
backers among Bangkok’s topmost 
echelons of society, all rabid anti-
Thaksinites.

Meanwhile, the army, very wisely, 
has stayed on the sidelines.

Thus it has been wisdom and fool-
ishness, light and darkness, from day 
to day. And now Suthep’s mobs have 
threatened to “shut down” Bangkok 
on January 13.

Is there a way out? Actually, there is.
As the respected academics Pasuk 

Phongpaichi and Chris Baker noted, 

“The military, judiciary and palace 
have refused to intervene openly, forc-
ing the two camps to seek a negoti-
ated solution.”

That is a tremendous achievement, 
and while a solution will require 
sacrifice from both sides, eventually 
matters will be resolved and a new 
election under a reformed constitu-
tion will take place.

When it does, it is likely that both 
puppets, Yingluck and Abhisit, will 
be gone.

Pheu Thai cannot continue with a 
Shinwatra at the helm; instead, one 
of the party’s better cabinet ministers, 
perhaps Chaturon Chaisang, will take 
over.

Likewise, the vacillating Abhisit 
will make way for the more decisive 
Korn Chatikavanij or Surin Pitsuwan, 
former finance and foreign ministers, 
respectively.

Additionally, as Pasuk and Baker 
said, “Thaksin can probably never 
return to Thailand.”

No future government will commit 
political hara-kiri by bringing in an-
other amnesty bill – and without one, 
Thaksin must remain overseas.

So a genuine two-party system will 
evolve, with the Shinawatra influence 
sidelined and the haughty condescen-
sion of the Bangkok elites towards the 
country masses expunged.

And Thailand will emerge into the 
light.

Thai protest leader Suthep Thaugsuban greets supporters during a rally in 
Bangkok on January 7. Photo: AFP
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Pardon call for men 
convicted after torture

THE Asian Human Rights Commis-
sion has launched an urgent appeal 
campaign against the conviction of 
two men based on confessions alleg-
edly obtained through torture.

U Kyaw Nyunt, 67, and U Nyunt 
Tun, 21, were convicted in a Pakok-
ku court in 2012 of stealing a box 
of gold jewellery the previous year. 
The men were jailed for 18 months 
and all of their subsequent appeals 
have been rejected.

According to the commission’s 
case history, U Kyaw Nyunt was 
tortured so severely after his ar-
rest that he was admitted to a local 
hospital in Pakokku and later trans-
ferred to Mandalay for treatment.

U Kyaw Nyunt told the court dur-
ing his trial that police had strung 
him up by his bound hands and 
beat him around the head, breaking 
a tooth. They also racked an iron 
bar over his knees, tearing away the 
skin.

U Nyunt Tun was subjected to 
police beating and was threatened 
with torture, at which point he 
confessed, the rights group said in 
a case file document published on 
January 7.

The case administrator, plaintiffs 
and defence lawyer all stated during 
the proceedings that they had wit-
nessed the injuries U Kyaw Nyunt 
sustained under torture.

In delivering his verdict in the 
case, the judge acknowledged that 
U Kyaw Nyunt had been tortured by 
police. However, the judge said that 
as U Nyunt Tun had not been tor-
tured, and there was no evidence of 
him being threatened with torture, 
his confession – the sole evidence in 
the case – was enough to hand down 

a guilty verdict for both men.
Myanmar is not a party to the 

international convention against 
torture, which, among other things, 
prescribes that a confession ob-
tained under torture or threat of 
torture cannot be used in court. Tor-
ture is also not a criminal offence 
under Myanmar law.

“Police are rarely held to account 
for the abuses committed on detain-
ees in their custody,” AHRC said in a 
background briefing note published 
on their website.

U Kyaw Nyunt shows the scars from police torture after his release from prison. 
Photo: Supplied
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Court to mull longer term for killers

MANDALAY Region High Court has 
agreed to consider increased punish-
ments against two men convicted over 
the brutal killing of a young mother in 
January 2013.

In early October 2013, Mandalay 
District Court sentenced U Aung Ko 
Latt and U Zaw Myo Aung to eight and 
seven years’ jail respectively for their 
role in the death of Ma Win Khin, the 

mother of a four-month-old child.
However, the victim’s family was 

dissatisfied with the length of sentence 
and in November applied to the High 
Court for a review of the sentence – an 
application that was accepted in late 
December.

“The High Court accepted the case 
on December 28. The judge will hear 
arguments from lawyers acting for 
both sides. There is no need to go over 
all the evidence or hear from the de-
fendants,” said Daw Zin Mar Myint, 
a lawyer representing Ma Win Khin’s 
family.

If they are unhappy with the deci-
sion of the High Court the family can 
apply again to the Supreme Court, she 
said.

Ma Win Khin was at home with 
the couple’s infant daughter when in-
truders attacked her in January 2013. 
Her body was later found with 13 stab 
wounds. The victim’s husband, U Khin 
Maung Si, was away working as a bus 
conductor in Muse township at the 
time the killing occurred.

While evidence suggested she had 
also been raped, charges were only 
laid in relation to her murder.

PHYO WAI KYAW
pwkyaw@gmail.com
HLAING KYAW SOE
hlaingkyawsoe85@gmail.com

Human rights group alleges police beat two men to extract confessions over theft
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Activist hands himself 
in to police after protest
A NATIONAL League for Democra-
cy official who staged a solo protest 
in Pyinmana on Independence Day 
calling for constitutional reform, 
the removal of restrictions on dem-
onstrations and municipal elections 
in Nay Pyi Taw has handed himself 
in to police.

On January 4, activist U Thar 
Cho walked from a dhammayone, or 
religious building, to a brass statue 
of Bogyoke Aung San holding a plac-
ard with the words “Amend 2008 
constitution. Annul section 18. Form 
Nay Pyi Taw Council with selected 
representatives” written on it.

Police charged him under section 
18 of the peaceful protest law and 
visited his home the following day. 
U Thar Cho was away visiting rela-
tives in Bago at the time but handed 
himself in on January 6 and was 
granted bail the same day. 

“They came and called on me at 
my home. It troubled me so I came 
to the police station and settled the 
case,” he said after being questioned.

An activist since 1988, U Thar 
Cho is currently associate secretary 
of the NLD office in Pyinmana.

Lawyer U Khin Maung Zaw, who 
is representing U Thar Cho for free, 
said the activist had applied twice 
to get permission for the protest 
but on both occasions his applica-
tions were rejected. U Khin Maung 
Zaw described the reasons given for 
rejecting the march as “not strong 
enough”.

Police said they were concerned 
people would follow him and dis-
turb him, and that he would throw 
stones at shops and houses while 
protesting, he said. They also 
said the demonstration could not 
be allowed because it coincided 
with official ceremonies to mark  
Independence Day.

But it was the final reason for 

rejecting the protest – that U Thar 
Cho’s call for elections for Nay Pyi 
Taw council was in violation of the 
constitution – that particularly drew 
U Khin Maung Zaw’s ire.

“Ko Thar Cho doesn’t like the 
clause in the constitution that says 
the president shall appoint and as-
sign members of Nay Pyi Taw Coun-
cil … If the application for dem-
onstration is not allowed on these 

grounds, how about the protests 
and talks being held across Myan-
mar about amending the constitu-
tion? All those events will also have 
to be stopped. Their denial is not 
realistic.”

U Thar Cho said he was not 
afraid to face the section 18 charge, 
which can carry a one-year jail term.

“I have made up my mind to face 
the court regardless of what they 

charge me with.” 
Pyinmana police force chief Po-

lice Major Than Myint said the au-
thorities had no choice but to charge 
U Thar Cho for the demonstration.

“If he stopped [the protest] when 
we told him to then we wouldn’t 
need to charge him,” he said, “but 
he kept on doing it so we have to 
charge him.”

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

PYAE THET PHYO
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SI THU LWIN
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Police Major Than Myint, the head of police in Pyinmana township, tries to stop U Thar Cho from protesting on January 4.

Photo: Pyae Thet Phyo

NLD members 
in Pyin Oo 
Lwin cleared 
of assault

ASSAULT charges against National 
League for Democracy members in 
Pyin Oo Lwin were thrown out last 
month after a township judge found 
that the evidence provided did not 
match the allegations made. 

The associate secretary of the party’s 
Pyin Oo Lwin branch, U Aung Kyaw 
San, and NLD ward and village commit-
tee members Daw Cho Cho Aye, Daw 
Thandar Soe and Daw Ni Ni Aung were 
accused of assaulting Daw Khine Wu-
tyay Thandar Maung in June when the 
party’s chair Daw Aung San Suu Kyi vis-
ited the town to hold a public meeting.

The charges were brought under 
section 506, for criminal intimidation; 
section 354, for assault or criminal 
force to woman with intent to outrage 
her modesty; and section 323, for vol-
untarily causing hurt. 

“Irrefutable evidence to prove the 
accusations of intimidation and caus-
ing hurt were not found when the 
judge questioned witnesses from the 
plaintiff’s side, so the judge dropped 
the charges and discharged the defend-
ants,” said defence lawyer U Zaw Win.

But Daw Ni Ni Aung was fined K500 
under section 354 on the basis of wit-
ness testimony. 

Daw Cho Cho Aye said the accused 
are considering submitting a defama-
tion countersuit against Daw Khine 
Wutyay Thandar Maung.

“We will protect any NLD representa-
tives from constituents because we be-
lieve only the NLD can act effectively for 
political reform. We will settle this case 
if the defendant withdraws the prosecu-
tion against our MP, or we will sue her for 
defamation,” Daw Cho Cho Aye told The 
Myanmar Times.

The alleged altercation occurred a 
day after Daw Aung San Suu Kyi held a 
public rally in the town. Daw Khine Wu-
tyay Thandar Maung wanted to inform 
the NLD leader about her lawsuit against 
local NLD representative U Kyaw Thiha, 
who she says is the father of her child. 

– Translation by Zar Zar Soe
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THE prime suspect in the July bomb-
ing of the Mahabodhi Temple, a 
popular Buddhist pilgrimage site in 
India, said the attacks were planned 
as revenge for persecution of Muslim 
Rohingya in Myanmar, Indian media 
reported last week.

The bombings were also intended 
to target monks gathering for prayer 
rather than members of the public, 
the reports said, citing a police in-
terrogation report from an alleged      
suspect.

Ten bombs were detonated in 
and around the temple at Bodhgaya 
on July 7, 2013. Bodhgaya is popular 
with Myanmar pilgrims as it is said 

to be the place where the Guatama 
Buddha achieved enlightenment.

An Indian, Mohammed Umair Sid-
diqui, was arrested in October of last 
year for his alleged role in the attack.

“I suggested attacking Bodh Gaya 
because it was an international cen-
tre,” Mr Siddiqui told police during 
his interrogation, India Today re-
ported on January 7.

“I told Haider [Siddiqui’s close 
aide] that targeting two or three 
persons will not send a message. 
We never wanted to target the com-
mon public. Haider suggested why 
not target foreigners visiting Bodh 
Gaya.”

According to India Today, the 
report states that the alleged mas-
terminds decided blasts should take 

place in the early morning to avoid 
public casualties. A large number of 
foreign monks on pilgrimage take 
part in the early morning prayers.

The July 7 bombing at the sa-
cred Bodhgaya temple wounded two 
monks. Ten small devices exploded, 
while three were defused.

At the time of the bombings, 
Delhi police said they had earlier 
warned officials that Islamic mili-
tants could target the temple com-
plex as revenge for Buddhist violence 
against Muslims in Myanmar.

Attacks on Buddhists are rare in 
India, but tensions flared in 2013 fol-
lowing clashes between Buddhists 
and Muslims in Myanmar, as well as 
in Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 

– Additional reporting by AFP

Bodhgaya attack ‘revenge 
for Rohingyas’: suspect

Tibetan spiritual leader Ogyen Trinley Dorje, the 17th Karmapa, offers prayers at the Mahabodhi Temple at Bodhgaya in India 
on January 1. Photo: AFP
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New ferries for popular Dala route
YANGON is to get a new fleet of fer-
ries on the popular Pansodan-Dala 
route from October, officials say.

Although a third boat was added 
on December 30, the current vessels 
are scheduled to be replaced by new 
boats from Japan later this year, said 
U Aye Myint Maung, the manager of 
the Pansodan ticket office.

The service, which departs from          

Pansodan Jetty every half-hour from 
5am to 9pm, takes an average of 
27,000 people a day between down-
town and Dala township, on the op-
posite bank of the Yangon River, for 
K100 each way.

Increasingly, it is also giving for-
eign tourists an inexpensive glimpse 
of the harbour. More than 100 tour-
ists took the service each day in 2013 

– paying US$2 each way – up from 
less than 100 the previous year.

“We offer a special service for 
them that allows them to see the sun-
set from the top of the ship,” U Aye 
Myint Maung said, adding that the 
space – outfitted with a small library, 
journals and TV – is also for local peo-
ple looking for a more “comfortable 
and relaxed” journey. – Ei Ei Thu
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Mandalay shoe 
co-op members 
continue fight 
for old assets 

MEMBERS of a disbanded Mandalay 
shoemaking cooperative have vowed 
to continue fighting for justice over 
the government’s decision to auction 
their assets – including a piece of land 
now valued at up to US$1 million.

Deputy Minister for Cooperatives 
U Than Tun was forced to front the 
Pyithu Hluttaw on October 6 to an-
swer questions about the auction of 
the assets of the Lotearr Yadanar co-
operative submitted by representative 
U Ye Tun from Hsipaw.

U Than Tun told parliament the 
ministry had disbanded the coopera-
tive in 2011 under its powers in the 
1992 cooperative law following an in-
vestigation into allegations of corrup-
tion by members. 

The then-Minister for Cooperatives 
U Aung Kyi oversaw the auction of the 
cooperatives assets, including a piece 
of land, in June 2011, raising K300 
million. U Than Tun said the ministry 
had the right to keep the proceeds of 
the auction because under the 1992 
law the assets are not owned by the 
members.

But members dispute the minis-
try’s version of events, saying they 
never broke any of the cooperative’s 
rules and that if its assets were auc-
tioned the proceeds should have gone 
to its members. They said the coopera-
tive’s problems began when a Minis-
try of Cooperatives department head, 
Captain Aung Win, became involved. 
He then ordered the closing of the co-
operative and the auction of its assets, 
they said.

“The land is owned by the members 
who worked hard together for more 
than 40 years to make it a success. 
It was bought by collecting money – 
about K250,000 at that time – with no 
help from the government. Now it is 
worth up to K1 billion. They took it for 
personal gain without considering the 
impact on us and our livelihoods,” said 
Lotearr Yadanar member U Tun Khin.

He said that while the cooperative 
system was designed to improve the 
lives of workers, senior officials in the 
ministry had misused the law for their 
own benefit.

“For our successors we will try until 
the end to find the truth. These unfair 
cases should not exist today in Myan-
mar. Already, while fighting for the 
truth, 10 members have passed away. 
I feel there is no rule of law for us,” 
he said.

Lotearr Yadanar members have 
found another ally in the form of well-
known writer Su Hnget.

He said the incident highlighted 
the need for reform of the legal frame-
work for cooperatives. “This Lotearr 
Yadanar shoemaking cooperative was 
a real one; they worked collaboratively 
and earned profits as a result,” he said.

MP U Ye Tun said he plans to sub-
mit more questions about the coopera-
tive and is hopeful that Minister for Co-
operatives U Kyaw Hsan will take steps 
to ensure the dispute is resolved fairly. 
He said the minister should personally 
go and explain the ministry’s actions to 
the Lotearr Yadanar members.

The Lotearr Yadanar coopera-
tive was formed in 1964, when it was 
known as Suu Paung Lote Thar.

Members say the ministry erred by disbanding  
their co-operative and auctioning its assets 

KHIN SU 
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Vendors have attacked and injured municipal staff and police 
who tried to remove them from the entrance of a Yangon market. 
U Zaw Win, the head of YCDC’s Department of Markets, and 
members of his staff were attacked at around midnight on 
January 7 outside Patauk Chaung Thiri Mingalar Market in 
Hlaing township by a group of about 10 people, who threw sticks 
and stones at them. Seven people were injured and transferred 
to Yangon General Hospital, while the windscreen of a municipal 
truck was also broken. – Toe Wai Aung
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 MILLION KYAT 

300
Amount raised from an auction of 
the assets of the Lotearr Yadanar 

cooperative in 2011
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Jailing threatens press freedom: journalists

“NONSENSE” – that is how jour-
nalists have described the jail term 
handed down to an Eleven Media 
Group reporter in the Kayah State 
capital Loikaw.

The three-month sentence has 
prompted widespread anger in the 
media community - both inside and 
outside Myanmar - with journal-
ists staging a protest on January 7 
against what they argue is a threat 
to media freedom.

“That kind of case would normal-
ly result in a fine. Jailing is not nec-
essary. It is nonsense for a reporter 
to be jailed for trespassing. We con-
sider this act a threat toward the 
media industry,” said U Myint Thein 
of the Myanmar Journalist Network.

The network organised last 
week’s protest, which saw journal-
ists from a range of media organi-
sations walk from City Hall to the 
Eleven Media Group office in Tarm-
we township, holding signs reading 
“Press freedom is the life of democ-
racy” and “We don’t want threats to 
the media industry”.

On December 7, Loikaw township 
court sentenced Ma Khine Khine 
Aye Cho, who writes for Eleven un-
der the penname Ma Khine, to three 
months’ imprisonment after a local 
lawyer accused her of trespassing, 
using abusive language and defama-
tion.

The complaint was filed after Ma 
Khine Khine Aye Cho conducted 
an interview at the lawyer’s house 
earlier on October 27. Media reports 
indicate she is appealing to the Loi-
kaw district court to overturn the 
verdict.

U Myint Thein said a trespassing 
charge was not warranted because 
the reporter had been given permis-
sion to enter the lawyer’s house. 
He also questioned the speed with 
which the judge reached the verdict.

“One time a journalist charged 
an actress for hitting her in public 
and the judge investigated the case 
for more than two years,” he said, 

referring to an incident in 2010 in-
volving actress Htet Htet Moe Oo. 
The actress was later convicted but 
received only a small fine. “Now 
a reporter was charged and they 

sentenced her to prison within a 
month.”

The Myanmar Journalist Net-
work appealed to the government 
on December 21 to review the sen-
tence but has received no response. 
The World Association of Newspa-
pers on December 20 wrote to Presi-
dent U Thein Sein expressing its 
concern at the sentence and calling 
for “an immediate investigation … 
to ensure there has been no politi-
cal interference or mishandling of 
the case”.

“We are concerned that this type 
of punishment sends a chilling ef-
fect amongst the Myanmar media, a 
particularly worrying development 
ahead of elections in 2015,” the 
group said.

Daily Eleven chief editor Ko Wai 
Phyo said Ma Khine Khine Aye Cho 

Reporters in Mandalay 
denied right to protest

AS dozens of Yangon journalists 
protested the jailing of Eleven Me-
dia Group reporter Ma Khine Khine 
Aye Cho on January 7, their col-
leagues in Mandalay were forced to 
stay silent because their request to 
stage a similar demonstration was 
rejected by Mandalay police.

Led by Ko San Yu Kyaw, the edi-
tor of Modern journal in Mandalay, 
a group applied on January 2 for 
permission to march to the head 
police office in Aung Myay Thar San 
township. 

Their application, he said, was 
denied on January 5, largely on the 
grounds that the march would dis-
rupt traffic. Ko San Yu Kyaw said the 
rejection highlighted the shortcom-
ings of the peaceful protest law.

“In Yangon, processions were al-
lowed in five townships when peo-
ple applied but in Mandalay we ap-
plied in only one township and were 
denied … We have to say the law [is 
applied differently] in Yangon and 
Mandalay,” he said.

“We will keep applying to get 

BY SI THU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com
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Journalists take part in a demonstration on January 7 against the jailing of Eleven Media Group journalist Ma Khine Khine Aye Cho. Photo: Boothee

‘It is nonsense for a 
reporter to be jailed 
for trespassing. We 
consider this act a 
threat toward the 
media industry.’

U Myint Thein 
Myanmar Journalist Network
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Jailing threatens press freedom: journalists

Reporters in Mandalay 
denied right to protest

permission for our procession.”
After their protest was denied, 

Ko San Yu Kyaw said Mandalay jour-
nalists instead gathered in front of 
Ohbo Prison on January 7 at 11am.

Ko Min Din, a reporter who is 
from Mandalay, said that despite 
being unable to protest the journal-
ists had Ma Khine Khine Aye Cho’s 
plight is very much on their minds.

“We prayed for Ma Khine in Loi-
kaw … by standing quietly for one 
minute in front of the prison,” Ko 
Min Din said.

Ma Khine Khine Aye Cho is a re-
porter for the Eleven Media Group 
based in Kayah State who writes 
under the name Ma Khine. She was 
sentenced by a township court in 
the state capital of Loikaw in mid-
December to three months in prison 
after being charged with defama-
tion, trespass and the use of abusive 
language. 

She was charged by police follow-
ing a complaint filed by a Loikaw-
based lawyer, with whom Ma Khine 
Khine Aye Cho had got in an argu-
ment while conducting an interview 
in late October.

– Translation By Thiri Min Htun

Journalists take part in a demonstration on January 7 against the jailing of Eleven Media Group journalist Ma Khine Khine Aye Cho. Photo: Boothee

had not used abusive language to-
ward the lawyer and had been invit-
ed into the lawyer’s house. However, 
the lawyer then became upset at her 
questions, he said.

At the demonstration on Janu-
ary 7, Eleven Media Group chief 
executive officer U Than Htut Aung 
thanked the journalists who took 
part. He said the protest was impor-
tant not only for Ma Khine Khine 
Aye Cho’s cause but also for protect-
ing the rights of the media industry, 
which the people of Myanmar rely 
on for information.

“I believe the journalists are pro-
testing not only for Ma Khine but 
also to protect the rights of citizens 
to know, to read and criticise the 
true news,” he said. “I see this as [a 
protest for] freedom of journalism 
as well.”

Myanma Port Authority boosts 
security over theft concerns

MYANMA Port Authority is boost-
ing security at its seven ports to 
clamp down on theft, mostly aimed 
at vehicles and parts, managing 
director U Kyaw Myint said last 
week. 

The measures include building 
more security guard houses, in-
creasing the number of guards and 
installing CCTV cameras.

“We’ve drawn up some more 
plans to increase security for im-
ported vehicles at the ports,” he 
said. “We have told all the respon-
sible people in all ports in Yangon 
about our plans,” he said.

“Our department takes full re-
sponsibility for theft at the ports 
we are not responsible for what 
happens outside the ports.”

The department will also open 
centres at five of the seven ports to 
handle customer complaints.

“Complain centres will be 
opened at Sule port, Bo Aung Kyaw 
port, Asia World port, Myanmar 
International Terminal Thilawa 
(MITT) and MIPL port,” U Kyaw 
Myint said.

However, he said half of theft 
cases involving imported vehicles 
occurred before the vehicle had 
landed at a port in Yangon - either 

in transit or in the country where it 
was bought. A further 15 percent of 
cases were believed by the depart-
ment to happen at Myanmar ports 
and the remaining 35pc of cases 
happened after the vehicle had left 
port.

The Ministry of Commerce, cus-
toms and Myanma Port Authority, 
under the Ministry of Transport, 
will collaborate to reduce vehicle-
related theft, U Kyaw Myint said.  

Previously, only three officials 
from the three government bod-
ies checked vehicles when vessels 
unloaded their cargo at ports. In 
future, the government plans to 
allow the importers to know when 
the vessels are unloading to allow 
them to personally watch the pro-
cess and remove the vehicles after 
the documentation is completed, 
he said.  

“The shipping lines take re-
sponsibility for the security of the 
vehicles until they are put on the 
jetty, then Myanma Port Authority 
takes responsibility until the own-
ers collect the vehicles,” said MITT 
chief engineer U Mya Than.

He added that the number of 
CCTV cameras will nearly more 
than double to 27, from 11 previ-
ously.

“There are 109 security guards 
here and we will hire more, as well 

as add more CCTV cameras,” he 
told The Myanmar Times.

U Aung Thein Win, a spokesper-
son for Sule port, said many thefts 
took place aboard vessels before 
the ships reached port. 

U Myat Kyaw, a spokesperson 
for Asia World port, said there are 
more than 500 vehicles parked at 
the facility, adding that there are 
enough security guards to watch 
over the cars.

“We have installed about 30 
CCTV cameras and will now in-
crease the number of security 
guards,” he said. “We run three 
shifts of 36 staff each for security,” 
he said.

From 2011 to 2013, Yangon’s sev-
en ports accepted 231,608 vehicles. 
However, many importers have 
failed to collect vehicles on time - 
leaving large fleets sitting at ports 
and presenting an attractive target 
for thieves. 

Speaking at Thilawa port on 
January 2, Union Minister for 
Transport U Nyan Tun Aung said 
more than 2100 vehicles have 
been sitting at port for more than 
60 days, with more than 400 sit-
ting unclaimed for more than a 
year. He added that the ministry 
plans to auction the vehicles to 
the public. 

– Translated by Thiri Min Htun
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AS part of long-term overhauls to the 
education system made public in Oc-
tober 2013, a new classroom teaching 
method involving more interaction be-
tween students and teachers is being 
rolled out nationwide to 2015.

Under the child-centred approach 
(CCA) to learning, students are encour-
aged to ask questions rather than sim-
ply answer them. The method is meant 
to teach students to explore concepts 
instead of merely memorising facts, 
making them more active thinkers – 
but it has also proven hard to introduce 

in Myanmar classrooms because of a 
lack of training and resources, teachers 
and experts say.

Along with early childhood and 
higher education, CCA was one of sev-
eral topics discussed by 18 working 
groups formed in October and brought 
together by the Ministry of Education 
at Yangon’s Diamond Jubilee Hall last 
month as part of ongoing discussions 
about national education policy. 

Naw Joanna Doe, of the CCA work-
ing group, said that under the old sys-
tem “children can’t ask questions back 
to the teacher when they don’t know 
something. Also, teachers can’t give stu-
dents practice in learning how to ask.” 

CCA, in contrast, emphasises “a 
child’s conception, thinking, innovat-
ing and problem-solving”, she said. 

But before children can change their 
learning styles, teachers need to change 

their teaching styles – and that means 
undergoing training themselves, to be-
come more comfortable fostering an 
open-ended and inquisitive classroom 
environment. 

Teacher training for CCA – which 
is primarily being adopted in primary 
education – began in 93 towns in 2012 
and 85 towns in 2013, and will continue 
in 82 towns in both 2014 and 2015. 

As part of the roll-out, follow-up  
assessments will be made to determine 
just how successfully CCA is being em-
braced in the classroom, Naw Joanna 
Doe said, and the results will be dis-
cussed regularly with local education 
officials. Early results indicate that 
both teachers and students are cur-
rently “very weak” in asking questions, 
she added. 

U Tun Hla, another CCA working 
group member, said that when they 
checked schools that had already start-
ed the initiative they found “teachers 
don’t know exactly how to teach and  
use CCA”. 

Teachers say they have also experi-
enced difficulty putting the CCA meth-
od into practice in classrooms, with 
large class sizes making it particularly 
problematic. Daw Ei Ei Khine from 
Basic Education High School 4 Ahl-
one said that CCA will benefit students 
when taught from the start of their 
educational lives but is challenging to 
introduce to those already mid-stream. 

“We don’t have enough time to 
teach students with this method be-
cause they aren’t used to being asked 
these kinds of questions,” she said. “I 
think it will be good if the students 
learn this way starting from when they 
are young. Each student is not at the 
same level, so we have to negotiate with 
all students to make time.”

Teachers, students grapple 
with new instruction method

THAN NAING SOE
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Rare display of martial arts form

MYANMAR’S martial artists paid 
tribute to their mentors and teachers 
recently to celebrate and raise aware-
ness for a form of the sport called tha-
ing byaung byan.

During the January 4 ceremony in 
Mandalay, thaing byaung byan experts, 
as well as those from other martial art 
sports, demonstrated their talents in 
the two attack approaches, which are 
known as bando and banshay.

Martial artist U Aung Naing Tun 
said that while most people have 
heard of the sport few people have 
seen it in practice. “Most people have 
never seen it ... [We want to] generate 
public interest in it,” said U Aung Na-
ing Tun, who is considered a thaing 
byaung byan master.

The sport was created by a body-
guard of a Shan hereditary chief 
named U Che. U Kyaw Saung, who 
has helped to spread knowledge of 
it across Myanmar, said he hoped 

last week’s demonstration would 
encourage young people to take up 
training.

“I’m glad when I see young peo-

ple protecting this kind of martial 
art, so that it does not disappear 
from the world.” 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun
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‘We don’t have 
enough time to teach 
students with this 
method because they 
aren’t used to being 
asked these kinds of 
questions.’

Daw Ei Ei Khine 
High school teacher, Ahlone township

An expert in the martial art form 
thaing byaung byan conducts a 
demonstration on January 4 in 
Mandalay. Photo: Than Naing Soe

Despite training, evidence suggests child centred-approach is proving difficult to implement

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Notice is hereby given that BIOFARMA of 50, rue Carnot 92284 
Suresnes cedex , FRANCE, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of 
the following trademarks: -

ARCALION
(Reg:  No. IV/14735/2013)

CORALAN
(Reg: No.IV/14736/2013)

In respect of:  -
“Pharmaceutical preparations” International class 05

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Nyein Kyaw
B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For BIOFARMA
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw@rajahtann.com
Date: 13th January, 2014

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Imperial Tobacco Limited a company 
organized under the laws of United Kingdom and having its principal 
office at P.O. Box 244 Upton Road, Bristol BS99 7UJ United Kingdom 
is the owner and sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

GOLDEN VIRGINIA
(Reg: No. IV/7343/2013)

in respect of:- “Tobacco whether manufactured or unmanufactured; 
tobacco products; tobacco substitutes, none being for medicinal or 
curative purposes; hand rolling tobacco; cigars; cigarettes; cigarette 
papers, cigarette tubes, cigarette filters, pocket cigarette rolling 
machines, hand held machines for injecting tobacco into paper tubes; 
smokers’ articles and matches.” Class: 34

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Imperial Tobacco Limited 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                            Dated: 13th January, 2014
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Delta eroding as rivers silt up

MARINE erosion is shrinking the 
delta, an environmental assessment 
workshop in Yangon heard last 
month, while the Ayeyarwady River 
is becoming increasingly clogged 
with sediment, reducing its flow.

About 13 square kilometres (5 
square miles) of land along the Aye-
yarwady coast are being lost each 
year – a trend that remained steady 
from 1990 to 2006, according to U 
Maung Maung Aye, an expert in flu-
vial geomorphology.

Natural and manmade changes 
along the Ayeyarwady’s length have 
also left the river clogged with sedi-
ment – 330 million tonnes a year, re-
searchers estimate, compared to 261 
million tonnes in the 19th century.

As a result, U Maung Maung Aye 
told a workshop last month, the “dis-
charge of our mighty Ayeyarwady 

has significantly decreased over the 
past 100 years”.

A retired rector at the Yangon 
University of Distance Education, U 
Maung Maung Aye is now chief ad-
viser at the Myanmar Environment 
Institute. He said his conclusions 
were based on a long-term analysis 
of aerial photos, ground photos and 
geographical maps.

As the river silts up, he said, peo-
ple living in the delta face greater 
difficulties earning their living.

“The chain reaction of damages 
to the river system will affect agri-
culture, biodiversity and the ecosys-
tem that locals depend on for their 
livelihood,” he said.

Speaking at the workshop, a resi-
dent of Kyaw Zan village group, in 
Ayeyarwady Region’s Mawlamyineg-
yun township, said that one of the 
branches of the Ayeyarwady River 
in the delta area, the War Rakhine 
river, has become heavily silted.

“War Rakhine river was quite a 
big river and an important trans-
portation link between Yangon and 
Kyaw Zan for large ferries over last 
50 years,” he said. “Now the river 
has silted up and changed to a small 
creek. Only small boats can pass dur-
ing summertime.”

Other small river branches near-
by had also dried up, he said. “These 
changes delay the fresh water flow 
and increase salt intrusion, which 
affects drinking water and growing 
summer paddy.” 

He blamed improper disposal of 
polluted water from rice mills and 
other local businesses, as well as pes-
ticides and chemical fertilisers from 

farms, for the reduction in volume 
of the river’s flow. The destruction 
of mangrove forests in the area had 
also hastened the degradation of riv-
ers and creeks in the village group, he 
said.

While there are a number of theo-
ries, the exact factors in the decline 
of delta waterways are unclear.  

U Soe Myint, retired director gen-
eral of the Ministry of Transport’s 
Department of Water Resources and 
Improvement of River Systems, said 
lack of conservation programs has 
led to the “degradation” of the Ay-
eyarwady River.

“Water levels have significantly 
decreased since 1998,” he said, “but 
we don’t know why because there 

has been no research on it.”
This lack of study is something U 

Maung Maung Aye aims to correct. 
“The Ayeyarwady is our national 

river. It is very important for our 
country. We can say the history of 
the country has developed based on 
that river. But we don’t have system-
atic research and data … This is the 
huge need for our country.” 

Research should take a “holistic 
approach” to the whole river basin, 
U Maung Maung Aye said. He sug-
gested a National Commission for 
the Development of Ayeyarwady 
Basin be formed, to bring together 
experts from various sectors in sup-
port of sustainable development 
along the river.

Fishermen try to push a boat into the sea after repairing it in Ngapudaw 
township, Ayeyarwady Region. Photo: AFP

AYE SAPAY 
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Number of square kilometres of 

land lost to erosion each year in the 
Ayeywardy delta

SNDP 
rules out 
merger
SHAN Nationalities Democratic Party 
members appear to have put paid to 
any chance of the two major ethnic 
Shan parties joining forces before the 
2015 election.

The Shan Nationalities League for 
Democracy had proposed a merger but 
under current party registration rules 
this would have required both groups 
to dissolve their existing parties.

At a conference in Muse Township, 
northern Shan State, on January 8 and 
9, more than 1000 SNDP members 
from Shan and Kachin states and Sa-
gaing Region voted against dissolving 
their party.

Chairman U Sai Aik Paung said the 
decision meant it would be “impossi-
ble” for the two parties to merge. The 
SNDP will, however, accept any SNLD 
members who want to join its ranks.

General secretary 1 U Sai Phoe Aung 
said he believed the conference had 
closed the door on any merger prior to 
the 2015 election.

The SNDP was registered in April 
2010 and has the third-largest number 
of hluttaw representatives, with 22 in 
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw and 36 in state 
and region hluttaws.

The SNLD won the most constitu-
encies in Shan State in the 1990 elec-
tion. It was disbanded after boycotting 
the 2010 election but re-registered in 
May 2012.

Chairman U Khun Tun Oo said last 
week the SNLD is only ready to merge 
if the SNDP brings its policies into line 
with those of his party. – Wa Lone
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Daw Suu presses army over constitution

DAW Aung San Suu Kyi has used her 
Independence Day speech to stress the 
importance of the military’s involve-
ment in amending the constitution. 
Some opposition parties, however, have 
accused her of only focusing on amend-
ments that benefit her party and fail-
ing to cooperate with other political 
groups.

Speaking at the National League for 
Democracy’s head office in Yangon, she 
said the army should assist efforts to 
amend the constitution in the interests 
of national reconciliation.

“We can’t just leave the army 
behind,” she told party members. 
“Amending the constitution is impor-
tant for the army and its role [in the 
amendment process] is also very im-
portant.

“We must recognise that the army 
is part of the country. We can’t ignore 
that. So whatever we do, we need to 
cooperate with the army and the army 
should be respectful to the public’s 
wishes.” 

She also criticised the government 
for its statements that amendments 
are only the responsibility of the  
parliament.

“The government can’t stay away 
from this issue. It concerns everyone … 
We will achieve nothing if we just ig-
nore the issues and problems.”

She said the NLD submitted its 
recommendations on constitutional 
amendments to a 109-member parlia-
mentary committee formed to review 
the constitution by the December 31 
deadline. The committee, which has 
seven NLD representatives, now has 
until January 31 to submit its findings 
to parliament. 

“In our recommendations, we clear-
ly stated why we want to change these 
parts of the constitution,” she said. 

In a notice published in state media 
on January 1, the committee said it had 
received more than 28,000 submissions 
containing more than 323,000 sug-
gested amendments. Sections 1 and 12, 
which focus on the basic principles of 
the union and the process of amending 
the constitution respectively, received 
the most suggestions, with more than 
100,000 each. Section 3, which effec-
tively bars Daw Aung San Suu Kyi from 
the presidency, received only 3369, the 
committee said.

U Khin Maung Swe, who broke 
away from the NLD to co-found the 

National Democratic Force in 2010, 
criticised Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s ap-
proach to the issue last week. He said 
she was only pushing for amendments 
that benefit her party.

“The constitution amendments pro-
cess is a cooperative process and we 
cooperate with other parties,” he said. 
“But she hasn’t cooperated at all with 
other parties or democratic forces.”

U Saw Than Kyaw Oo, an adviser to 
the Kayin Democratic Party, suggested 
that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is also 
failing to consider the needs of ethnic 
communities. 

“Although I welcome her efforts to 
change the constitution, I think she 
should focus not only on removing 
restrictions to become a president but 
also to change [sections in order to 
strengthen] the rights of ethnic com-
munities,” he said. 

To strengthen her campaign for con-
stitutional change, Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi has also tried to invoke the support 
of the international community – with 
some success. Standing beside the NLD 
leader in London, British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron promised to “build 
international pressure” for change 

that would make her eligible for the  
presidency.

“It would be completely wrong for 
elections to be held under a constitu-
tion that really excludes one person 
– who happens to be the leader of de-
mocracy in Burma – to be excluded 
from the highest office in the land. 
Those would be no elections at all in 
my view. Those would not be demo-
cratic elections,” he said.

As long-time Myanmar analyst An-
drew Selth has noted, her reliance on 
the international community to push 
for change is a “risky strategy” – one 
that, during the military regime, failed 
to yield results.

Not all are as forthright as Mr Cam-
eron on the issue. Speaking to The My-
anmar Times last week, United States 
ambassador to Derek Mitchell said only 
that “it seems curious” that Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi is barred from the presi-
dency because her children are foreign 
citizens.

“I can understand perhaps in 1947, 
even in 1974,” he said, referring to My-
anmar’s previous constitutions, “[that] 
there might be a constitutional provi-
sion that reflects fear of family connec-
tions to the outside world. But not in 
the 21st century, in a new, open demo-
cratic Burma that seeks to integrate 
itself to the world. This provision, this 
fear, seems a relic of the past.

“We understand that this issue is 
a sensitive one and a sovereign one … 
The US does not have a preferred can-
didate in any country’s elections. We 
simply want to see a fair fight that re-
flects the will of the people.”

ZAW WIN THAN EI EI TOE LWIN

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi delivers a speech during a ceremony to mark 
Independence Day at the NLD headquarters in Yangon on January 4. Photo: AFP

But opposition politicians have criticised National League for Democracy leader for only pushing amendments that benefit her party

28,247 
Number of submissions received by the 
parliamentary committee reviewing the 

2008 constitution
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Govt eyes ASEAN Charter review

AS part of its duties as chair of 
ASEAN in 2014, Myanmar will lead 
debate on reviewing the ASEAN 
Charter, according to a government 
official.

The charter, which acts as a con-
stitution for the regional bloc, was 
adopted in November 2007, 40 years 
after the grouping was established. 
It came into force on December 15, 
2008, after being ratified by all 10 
member countries. According to 
ASEAN’s website, the charter es-
tablishes the bloc’s legal and insti-
tutional framework and “codifies 
ASEAN norms, rules and values”, 
serving as a legally binding contract 
for members. 

Article 50 of the charter says the 
document “may be reviewed five 
years after its entry into force or as 

otherwise determined by the ASEAN 
Summit”. 

As five years have now passed 
since the charter became effective, 
Myanmar will take the initiative in 
leading a meeting to review it, said U 
Aung Htoo, a deputy director gener-
al of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 
ASEAN Affairs Department.

“We will organise a group at 
the deputy minister level to assess 
ASEAN’s institutions – mostly which 
ones must be … shrunk or reduced,” 
U Aung Htoo said, adding that My-
anmar also hoped to simplify some 
of the bloc’s operating procedures.

Some bloc members have ex-
pressed an interest in reviewing the 
ASEAN Charter, including the Phil-
ippines, which is pressing to reduce 
the number of annual ASEAN sum-
mits from two to one.

Although rumours have swirled 
about amendments to the charter, 
no firm decision has yet been made, 
according to Danny Chian Siong 
Lee, director of community affairs 
development at the ASEAN Secre-
tariat. Nor, he said, can Myanmar 

act unilaterally, even while it is the 
chair.

“There is still no confirmation on 
the review of the ASEAN Charter. 
As chair of ASEAN in 2014, Myan-
mar can suggest starting the review, 
but from what I understand, all the 
member states must agree before the 
exercise can begin,” he told The My-
anmar Times. 

Ko Kyaw Lin Oo, a coordinator of 
the Myanmar People’s Forum work-
ing group, said Myanmar should 
strengthen the charter’s human 
rights provisions. Members should 
also collaborate with civil society if 

they do push on with the charter re-
view, he said.

Yuyun, a human rights activist 
based in Indonesia, told The Myan-
mar Times by email that as chair 
of ASEAN, Myanmar needs to as-
sess the extent to which the com-
mitments of the charter have been 
implemented so far, such as the dis-
pute settlement mechanism and the 
ASEAN centrality mechanism aimed 
at creating more tightly knit bonds 
between member nations.

The priority, Ms Yuyun said, 
should be to strengthen the Secretar-
iat and facilitate tighter connections 
among the regional community, as 
well as build stronger ties between 
ASEAN nations and other regional 
and international entities.

“ASEAN should build its capac-
ity and be empowered to take part 
in re-shaping the global order of the 
global community of nations, such as 
in the area of peace and security,” she 
said. “ASEAN member states should 
transcend nationalism and be mind-
ful of their collective regional and 
global interests.”

Introduced in 2008, the regional bloc’s constitution can be reviewed at least five years after coming into force

NYAN LYNN 
AUNG

29.nyanlynnaung@gmail.com

‘All the member 
states must agree 
before the exercise 
can begin.’

Danny Chian Sion Lee 
ASEAN Secretariat

IN BRIEF

Visa-free deal with 
Philippines begins
A visa exemption agreement 
between Myanmar and the 
Philippines has come into      
effect from January 4.

The agreement was signed 
on December 5, 2013, during 
President U Thein Sein’s state 
visit to the Philippines.

Under the agreement, 
citizens of either country 
who hold ordinary passports 
valid for at least six months 
are exempt from entry, exit 
and transit visas for up to 14 
days. 

Those who want to stay for 
more than 14 days have to ap-
ply for a visa.

Myanmar has secured simi-
lar agreements with a number 
of Southeast Asian countries. 

A visa exemption deal with 
Vietnam came into effect on 
October 26, while an agree-
ment with Cambodia was 
signed on December 12. 

Thailand and Indonesia 
have agreed in principle to the 
arrangement but the formal 
signing has not yet taken place. 

– Zaw Win Than

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Bayerische  Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft, a company 
organized under the laws of Germany and having its principal office 
at Petuelring 130, 80809 Munich, Germany, is the owner and sole 
proprietor of the following trademarks:-

BMW
(Reg: No. IV/8902/2013)

(Reg: No. IV/8901/2013)

(Reg: No. IV/8903/2013)

MINI
(Reg: No. IV/8904/2013)

In respect of:-
“Vehicles, apparatus for locomotion by land, air or water; parts 
of vehicles; bicycles; motorcycles; automobile accessories” in 
International Class 12,
“Advertising, business management, business administration, 
office functions; sales promotion services; retailing of goods (by 
any means); wholesale services of vehicles and parts thereof ” in 
International Class 35, and
“Building construction, repair, installation services; maintenance 
and repair of motor vehicles and engines as well as maintenance 
and repair of parts of the above products; maintenance and repair 
of bicycles and parts thereof ” in International Class 37.

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements, or fraudulent 
intention of the above trademarks will be dealt with according 
to law.

Moe Mynn Thu (LLB, LLM, MRes)
Rouse Myanmar
for Bayerische  Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft
Phone: 1 1222 352
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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IN BRIEF

Police push gold shop owners to
install CCTV cameras
Police are urging gold shop owners in 
Yangon to install closed circuit televi-
sion systems to prevent theft. 

Western District police spokes-
person Lieutenant Colonel Win Kyie 
told a Myanmar Gold Entrepreneurs 
Association meeting on January 7 
that CCTV networks would help to 
prevent crime.

“CCTV cameras are necessary 
at shops to prevent robberies,” he 
said. “And if a theft occurs it is much 
easier to find the offenders.”

Lt Col Win Kyie said the number of 
thefts at gold shops was on the rise. 

“We found that most perpetra-
tors are people who have robbed 
shops after doing drugs. Some of the 
criminals carefully studied the shops 
before they robbed them to ensure 
they attacked when security was 
weakest,” he said.  

The meeting was held to educate 
shop owners about the increasing 
threat posed by thieves following 
recent crimes in Mandalay, said as-
sociation chair U Thu Daw.

Maung Kane gold shop in Man-
dalay was robbed on December 24 
by a man who was later found to 
have been using drugs. Similarly, 
Kaung Myat gold shop in Manda-
lay was robbed in 2006 by a robber 
wielding a fake rifle and grenade.                                                                                                                                         
    – Toe Wai Aung and Aung Kyaw Min

Single-use SIM cards on sale at 
three international airports
Foreign visitors now have more op-
tions to access the local mobile phone 
network, the state operator says.

Myanma Posts and Telecommu-
nications is selling one-time-use 
GSM SIM cards at three international 
airports for visitors, while a recent 
international roaming agreement 
means they can make calls with SIM 
cards issued in other countries.

The SIM cards, which come 
with K20,000 credit and cannot be 
recharged, are on sale at Yangon, 
Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw airports.

“We are selling these cards to 
make it easier for foreign visitors 
to communicate while they are in 
Myanmar,” said U Thein Hote, deputy 
general manager of MPT.

Meanwhile, on December 20, MPT 
signed an agreement with France-
based Orange Telecom that will allow 
customers of 64 operators from 33 
countries to use their SIM cards while 
in Myanmar. – Aung Kyaw Nyunt

Japan pledges 
more aid for 
border areas
JAPAN has pledged more than US$95 
million to support Myanmar’s reform 
process through encouraging national 
reconciliation, boosting livelihoods 
and bringing peace to conflict-affected 
areas.

“Peace between the Myanmar 
government and ethnic minorities is 
essential to Myanmar’s stability and 
development,” Japanese ambassador 
Mikio Numata said at a press confer-
ence at Chatrium Hotel on January 
6. The conference was also attended 
by Yohei Sasakawa, Japan’s special 
envoy for national reconciliation in  
Myanmar. 

“The government of Japan wel-
comes the concessions that both sides 
are currently making toward the na-
tionwide agreement on ceasefires in 
Myanmar,” Mr Numata said, adding 
that Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and 
President U Thein Sein discussed the 
issue during their meeting on Decem-
ber 15. 

“Taking this momentum as an 
opportunity, the Japan government 
recently decided to provide up to 10 

billion yen ($95.3 million) for the next 
five years depending on progress in 
the peace process.” 

The aid aims to improve livelihoods, 
support capacity building, build in-
stitutions and develop infrastructure 
needed for economic development.

“This will be implemented along-
side existing Japanese support to My-
anmar,” Mr Numata said. “We haven’t 
decided [which areas] to support for 
the moment because we are waiting 
for the result of ceasefire agreement 
between the government and ethnic 
community. 

“Depending on the result, we will 
decide which areas to provide aid to.”

Mr Sasakawa said Japanese civil 
organisation will implement projects 
with the funding. He said they will 
have to meet certain criteria, such as 
approval from both the government 
and ethnic minorities.

Mr Numata said the decision to 
provide the support was based in part 
on advice from Mr Sasakawa, who has 
been working for peace between the 
government and ethnic minorities in 
Myanmar for many years and took up 
the post of special envoy in February 
2013.

Tatmadaw officers get human 
rights, transparency training
More than 20 high-ranking Tatmadaw 
officers are receiving training in 
governance, accountability and human 
rights from experts from the United 
Kingdom’s Defence Academy.

The two-week program, which 
concludes this week, will also cover 
civil-military relations, international 
humanitarian law, and civilian and 
democratic control of the military, the 
British embassy said in a statement. 
In the second week the focus of the 
training will shift to defence manage-
ment. Thirty government officials are 
taking part, including 22 Tatmadaw 
officers.

The British embassy in Yangon’s 
defence attaché, Colonel Tony Stern, 
said the course has been delivered 
in more than 60 countries over the 
past 14 years and “provides valu-
able lessons and practical advice to 
transitional democracies on security-
related issues”.

“It is intended that developing 
deeper military-military relations, 
based on a common appreciation 
of and adherence to international 
norms and standards, will assist 
Burma as it continues its political 
transformation. 

“The course has started extremely 
well ... The commitment to learn is 
clear and it is good to see the ex-
change of ideas. The instructors and 
students are learning much from each 
other.” – Thomas Kean

ZAW WIN THAN
zawwinthan@gmail.com

A woman holds a child in Chin 
State last week. Photo: Wa Lone

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Notice is hereby given that BIOFARMA of 50, rue Carnot 92284 
Suresnes cedex , FRANCE, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of 
the following trademarks: -

COVERAM
(Reg:  No. IV/14737/2013)

In respect of:  - “Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations: 
sanitary preparations for medical purposes; dietetic substances 
adapted for medical use; food for babies; plasters, materials for 
dressings; material for stopping teeth, dental wax; disinfectants; 
preparations for destroying vermin; fungicides, herbicides” 
International class 05

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Nyein Kyaw
B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.
For BIOFARMA
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel
37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866
E-mail: nyeinkyaw@rajahtann.com
Date: 13th January, 2014

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

VPRO
Registration No. 4/10157

That the said trade mark consists of the word(s) VPRO.

The  above mentioned trademark is to be  used in respect of : 
“Computers, computer hardware, semiconductors, microprocessors, 
integrated circuits, computer chipsets, computer motherboards and 
daughterboards, microcomputers, computer workstations, desktop 
computers, laptop and notebook computers, servers, computer 
peripherals, computer software, computer firmware and operating 
system software, computer and telecommunications networking 
hardware and software.”

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal 
action will be taken against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

TRADE  MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Sumitomo Chemical Company, 
Limited a joint stock company duly organized under the laws of 
Japan, Manufactures and Merchants of 27-1, Shinkawa 2-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan is the owner and sole proprietor of the 
following trademark:-

SumiPro
(Reg: No. IV/11598/2013)

in respect of: - “Chemicals for use in the manufacture of insecticides, 
fungicides and herbicides.” - Class: 1
“Insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, and preparations for killing 
weeds and destroying vermin.” Class: 5

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
For Sumitomo Chemical Company, Limited
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                     Dated: 13th January, 2014

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Skruf Snus AB a company organized 
under the laws of Sweden and having its principal office at 
Kungsgatan 12-14, 7th Floor, 111 35 Stockholm, Sweden is the 
owner and sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

SKRUF
(Reg: No. IV/7334/2013)

in respect of:- “Tobacco whether manufactured or unmanufactured; 
tobacco products; tobacco substitutes, none being for medicinal or 
curative purposes; hand rolling tobacco; cigars; cigarettes; cigarette 
papers, cigarette tubes, cigarette filters, pocket cigarette rolling 
machines, hand held machines for injecting tobacco into paper tubes; 
smokers’ articles and matches.” Class: 34

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Skruf Snus AB 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                            Dated: 13th January, 2014
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Foundation 
launched to 
fight cancer
NEWLY diagnosed breast cancer pa-
tients, as well as those with some types 
of early-stage haematological cancer, 
can now seek financial support for 
treatment through a local foundation.

Shwe Yaung Hnin Si Foundation 
was set up on December 29 to help 
improve access to cancer treatment 
and care.

The foundation will give financial 
assistance and support to needy can-
cer patients who have a good chance 
of recovery with treatment, said foun-
dation secretary Dr Myo Aung Kyaw.

Patients with potentially curable 
cases can apply for financial assistance 
with a recommendation from their 
oncologist or haematologist. Their re-
quest will then be considered by the 
foundation’s treatment support team.

Health minister Dr Pe Thet Khin 
said at the foundation’s launch that My-
anmar is experiencing an “alarming” 
increase in non-communicable diseas-
es, with cancer-related illness now the 
top health burden in Myanmar. 

The minister said he “very much 
appreciates” the foundation’s activities, 
particularly its work to improve aware-
ness of the disease.

The inspiration for Shwe Yaung 
Hnin Si came from U Myint Thein, 
the late chief executive officer of Mrko 
Group, who died of pancreatic cancer 
last year. U Myint Thein’s younger sis-
ter gave an initial endowment of K10 
million to the foundation, which was 
formally registered two months ago. It 
now has around K80 million in dona-
tions. – Shwe Yee Saw Myint

Government prepares for  
new crop insurance system

FARMERS in Myanmar may soon 
have a new option for insurance – 
one which allows them compensa-
tion for a poor harvest based on over-
all rainfall amounts tailored to their 
region rather than requiring proof of 
damage to crops.

Known as “trickle” insurance, it is 
more popular with insurance compa-
nies because unlike crop insurance 
it does not require an assessment 
of damage. Rather, compensation 
is calculated based on rainfall in a 
particular area, Deputy Minister for 
Finance U Maung Maung Thein said.

“It is difficult to calculate the 
amount of insurance payouts [under 
crop insurance] so insurance com-
panies don’t want to practise it,” he 
said.

He said the new system, which 
the government hopes to put in place 
soon, will make the process simpler 
and be more attractive to insurers.

“For example, if the average rain-
fall in an area is lower or higher than 
normal the company provides com-
pensation for crops without check-
ing to see if the crops are damaged 
or not. This is the latest system,” he 
said, adding that it had been intro-
duced in Thailand in 2012.

He made the comments at a 
meeting on the Protecting Rights 
and Enhancing Economic Welfare of 
Farmers Law, which was approved by 

parliament in late 2013.
There are currently two kinds of 

insurance for farmers, he said. The 
old system is called crop insurance 
and requires the insurance company 
to compensate the farmer based on 
how much paddy was damaged in 
a flood or other natural disaster. U 
Maung Maung Thein said the old 

system is a difficult one.
But before introducing the new 

insurance system, U Maung Maung 
Thein – a former general manager of 
state-run Myanma Insurance – said 
the government needed to undertake 
more research. He indicated a pilot 
program might be undertaken before 
a national roll-out.

“The amount of rainfall needs to 
be fixed according to the region ... so 
[the insurance] needs to be imple-
mented in collaboration with the De-
partment of Meteorology and Hydrol-
ogy. It also needs the government’s 
help. We need to take a year at least 
to see it as a successful system here.” 

– Translation by Thiri Min Htun

A farmer works in a field 
in Ayeyarwady Region. 
Photo: Kaung Htet

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com
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Doctors receive training 
in emergency response

EMERGENCY healthcare experts 
now graduating could substantially 
reduce the number of patients who 
die unnecessarily, experts say. In Oc-
tober, 18 emergency specialists com-
pleted a course they began in June last 
year that trained them in emergency         
response.

Dr Zaw Wai Soe, an orthopaedics 
and trauma surgeon at Yangon Gener-
al Hospital, told The Myanmar Times 
that, with Australian assistance, the 
Ministry of Health is establishing the 
specialty of emergency medicine for 
the first time. 

The graduates, already special-
ists in various medical disciplines, 
received their diplomas after com-
pleting courses established under an 
agreement between the ministry, the 
Australasian College for Emergency 
Medicine and the Royal Australasian 
College of Surgeons.    

“An emergency specialist is one who 
provides care for patients with acute 
illnesses or injuries which require im-
mediate medical attention. He or she 
needs general expertise across many 
areas,” Dr Zaw Wai Soe said. 

“In our country, when the patient 
is in an emergency situation, doctors 
with different specialties have to re-
spond based on their specialties. But 

the emergency specialist can provide 
emergency medical care in all aspects,” 
he said.

The Australian colleges, in cooper-
ation with the University of Medicine 
1, Yangon, will provide a second di-
ploma course to local specialists next 
February.

“The candidates who took the 
course are already specialists. We have 
to provide the skills training in emer-
gency medicine,” Dr Antony Chenhall, 
an emergency physician of the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons, told 
The Myanmar Times. 

“In 2015, we aim to provide a mas-
ter’s degree in emergency medicine. 
Those who have finished the diploma 
course will be the local instructors at 
the medical universities.”

The emergency medicine develop-
ment plan also includes the training of 
nurses and paramedics, and the health 
ministry is also planning to establish 
an emergency ambulance system.

“Myanmar’s emergency system is 
not very modern or well organised,” 
said Dr Chenhall. “Not all patients are 
getting the treatment they need at the 
right time.”

A traffic policeman sits inside an ambulance. Photo: Staff

YAMON PHU THIT  
yamon89@gmail.com

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

ITANIUM
Registration No. 4/10161

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) ITANIUM . 

The abovementioned trademark is to be used in respect of:

Electronic Security apparatus and surveillance apparatus; 
computerized telecommunications and networking equipment; 
computer hardware and software; computer firmware; computers; 
computer installations; personal digital assistants; integrated 
circuits; computer chip sets; semiconductor processors; 
microprocessors; computer memories; operating systems; data 
processors; central processing units; computer peripherals; 
storage devices, including flash  drives; security systems for 
computer hardware and software, including firewalls, network 
access server hardware for creating and maintaining firewalls, 
virtual private network (vpn) computer hardware and computer 
server operating software for creating and maintaining firewalls; 
printed circuits; telecommunications equipment and computer 
networks; electronic control devices for the interface and control 
of computers and global computer telecommunications networks 
with television and cable broadcasts and equipment; apparatus 
for testing and programming integrated circuits; downloadable 
electronic publications; structural parts and fittings for all aforesaid 
goods; instructional manuals sold as a unit with the  aforesaid 
mentioned goods.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal 
action will be taken against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Trans Instruments  (S)  Pte Ltd, a company organized under 
the laws of  SINGAPORE carrying on business  as producer and 
having its principal office at  5 Jalan  Kilang Barat, #06-04/05 Petro  
Centre, Singapore 159349 is the owner and sole proprietor of the 
following trademarks:

Reg. No. 4/10333/2013

Reg. No. 4/10334/2013
Used in respect of : Chemistry apparatus and instruments: densimeters; 
densitometers; diagnostic apparatus not for medical purposes; expose 
meters [light meters]; gauges; hydrometers; hygrometers; measuring 
apparatus; measuring instruments; meters; monitoring apparatus, 
electric; precision measuring apparatus; probes for scientific purposes; 
refractometers; salinometers; testing apparatus not for medical purposes; 
thermometers, not for medical purposes. (International Class  9)

Any imitation, unauthorized use or fraudulent intentions of  the above 
marks will be dealt with the existing laws.

Ni Ni Myint (Advocate)
LL.B, D.BL, D.ML
Tel: 09 512 7756
Email: nini_myint@baganmail.net.mm
For : Trans Instruments  (S)  Pte Ltd, Singapore.
Dated 13 January, 2014.



“WHO would like to compete with 
him?”

A young, strong-looking man from 
Fiji steps forward to answer the chal-
lenge, issued by a man with prosthetic 
legs. They pace out the track together 
and, when the signal is given, they 
take off. To the surprise of almost eve-
ryone, the man with the prosthetic 
legs crosses the finish line first. 

Except one person. The foot-race 
challenge was initiated by the found-
er of the Jaipur Foot Foundation, Dr 
Devendra Raj Mehta, to explain to 
visiting journalists the organisation’s 
history and work. Dr Mehta has his 
own experience with disability, as 
he survived a life-threatening road  

accident nearly 40 years ago. One of 
his legs was crushed in the accident 
and he only narrowly escaped ampu-
tation. As he lay in his hospital bed 
for five months recovering from the 
accident, he pondered the difficulties 
that disabled people, particularly the 
underprivileged, face in getting arti-
ficial limbs.

The experience after that accident 
prompted him to set up, in 1975, the 
Jaipur Foot Foundation, which is 
also known as Bhagwan Mahaveer 
Viklang Sahayata Samiti.

Since then the foundation has 
provide free prosthetic limbs to 
about 1.3 million people. The aim, 
he says, is to help people regain their 
mobility, self-respect and dignity and 
become self-reliant members of the 
community. 

The foundation’s compound is in 
central Jaipur, a picturesque pink-
toned city loaded with historical treas-
ures. On the day I visited, the reception 
area was bustling with people – some 
standing, some walking and others sit-
ting on benches. Most had some form 
of physical disability. The smell of 
lime, which is one of a number of ma-
terials used to make the limbs, filled 
the air, while the sound of tools in the 
workshop blended with the voices of 
those outside. 

“I just arrived today,” said a man in 
the reception area told me. “I lost my 
leg during a bike accident last year.”

Soon after arriving, Dr Mehta 
stands in front of us. A good-natured 
man, he answers every question eager-
ly, with a big smile. His tone, however, 
turns serious when he is asked about 
the foundation’s budget.

“We have many difficulties running 
this large organisation. But fundrais-
ing is the main problem for us because 
every year we get only US$1.5 million. 
It is only half of our yearly expenses,” 
he said. “We receive donations, but 
more funding is still needed.” 

The foundation’s budget is com-
prised of donations from the Indian 
government, funding from inter-
national organisations and pledges 
from individual donors. 

Jaipur Foot Foundation says it is 
one of the world’s largest organisa-
tions for handicapped people. People 
from all over the world come to its 
22 branches across India to benefit 
from its services. Most receive pros-
thetic limbs, but some also undergo 
surgery: Dr Mehta said more than 

7000 operations have been per-
formed since the foundation was set 
up. 

The foundation is also famous for 
spreading artificial limb technology 
all over India. When individuals can-
not reach the centre because of their 
disability, Dr Mehta said the founda-
tion tries to go to them via a mobile 
service.

On the day we arrive, at least 50 
patients are awaiting treatment and 
consultation to fit prosthetics for 
their legs. Up to 100 people come 
to the centre each day, the majority 
suffering from injuries sustained in 
road accidents.

The artificial limbs made at Jaipur 
Foot Foundation are of high-quality 
materials, said Dr Mehta, and allow 
wearers to sit, run, squat, walk and 
swim with their new limbs – even climb 
in trees and go cycling. A “Jaipur Foot” 
can be used with or without shoes for 
at least three-and-a-half years. 

Limbs produced at the compound 
and its satellite sites can be ready with-
in one to three days. The foundation 
also provides other mobility aids such 
as wheelchairs, hand-pedalled tricycles, 
and crutches. 

“We would like to contribute our 
kindness and technology in any coun-
try,” Dr Mehta said. “We want to help 
handicapped people. But we need the 
help of government and donors sup-
porting the disabled. We are now 
trying to connect more countries in 
recent years.”

News 25www.mmtimes.com

A man with a prosthetic leg from Jaipur Foot Foundation competes in a race 
outside the foundation’s headquarters in Jaipur, India. Photo: Aung Shin

India’s disabled on the 
move with ‘Jaipur Foot’

AUNG
SHIN

koshumgtha@gmail.com

FEATURE

For almost 40 years the Jaipur Foot Foundation has been providing India’s disabled 
with prosthetic legs so they can regain their lost mobility and live normal lives 

‘We receive 
donations, but  
more funding is  
still needed.’

 
Devendra Raj Mehta 

Jaipur Foot Foundation founder

 MILLION 

1.3
Number of free prosthetic legs Jaipur 
Foot Foundation has distributed since 

its establishment in 1975

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having 
a principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa 
Clara, California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole 
proprietor of the following trade mark:-

APPUP
Registration No. 4/10155

That the said trade mark consists of the word(s) APPUP.

The above-mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of (list 
of goods or services):   

Computer software; computer software for use in searching for , 
browsing, and purchasing software.

Retail store services featuring computer software; providing 
consumer information in the field of computer software and 
consumer reviews of computer software.

Providing a website featuring information relating to computer 
software; updating of computer software .

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal 
action will be taken against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone  255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

FMCG Career Opportunities

We are a multi-national FMCG company in Myanmar.  We produce and market 
our products with high distribution in General and Modern Trade.  We are 
undergoing changes, innovation and expansion to bring the best quality products 
to Myanmar’s increasingly sophisticated market.  In line with our expansion, we 
are looking for high caliber individuals to join us as a National Sales Manager and 
Key Account Manager.  

National Sales Manager

- At least 5 years working experience in FMCG sales preferably with exposure to 
sales planning & analysis, routing and trade marketing.

- Ability to service General Trade distributors, wholesalers and retailers.
- Experience in leading a team of sales people stationed at different geographical 

locations.
- Strong entrepreneur spirit and persistent in driving sales to meet the company 

target.
- Willingness to coach, to motivate and to change the mindset of sales team to 

work effectively and efficiently to achieve higher sales.
- Proficient in English and Myanmar languages.
- Proven reliability, honesty and integrity with strong leadership and interpersonal 

skill.
- Willingness to travel extensively throughout Myanmar to continuously service 

existing customers and to develop new market.
- Computer literate. Able to use Microsoft Office (Excel & Powerpoint) effectively.

Key Account Manager

- At least 3 years working experience in FMCG sales preferably with exposure to 
sales planning & analysis, promotion planning and trade marketing.

- Ability to service hypermarkets, supermarkets and convenience stores.
- Able to negotiate and build relationship with modern trade key players.
- Understand planograming and able to utilize it to gain extra shelf space to 

improve market share.
- Strong entrepreneur spirit and persistent in driving sales to meet company 

sales target.
- Willingness to coach, to motivate and to change the mindset of modern trade 

sales team to work effectively and efficiently to achieve 100% service level.
- Proficient in English and Myanmar languages.
- Proven reliability, honesty and integrity with strong leadership and interpersonal 

skill.
- Computer literate. Able to use Microsoft Office (Excel & Powerpoint) effectively.

Interested candidates please e-mail your resume to mmfmcgcareer2014@
gmail.com with recent photograph and expected salary by January 31st, 
2014. Only shortlisted candidates will be notified for interview.
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Business
OUTDATED policies, uncompetitive 
premiums and restrictive proce-
dures imposed by the government’s 
Insurance Business Supervisory 
Board (IBSB) are hindering efforts 
by newly established insurance 
firms to find their feet ahead of a 
plan to open the market to interna-
tional firms next year, according to 
industry sources.

Several privately run local insur-
ance firms have opened for business 
since June last year when 12 compa-
nies were granted licences. The open-
ing of the market broke a six-decade 
monopoly held by state-run Myanma 
Insurance.

But with several international 
firms waiting to enter the market, lo-
cal insurers are worried that restric-
tive policies imposed by the IBSB 
will make it difficult for them to  
succeed.

As opposed to most international 
markets, which allow firms to offer 
competitive prices for their services, 
the IBSB has predetermined the price 
of premiums and limited the num-
ber of policies private firms can offer 
to just six, making it difficult for the 
young local insurers to distinguish 
themselves from one another, insurers 
said.

“They [the IBSB] control every-
thing we do as we cannot alter any 
policy or be true risk managers as the 
premiums are all set,” said one indus-
try source who asked not to be named 
out of fear of repercussions.

“It is going to be very difficult for 
the insurers to become established 
with the limited number of covers 
we can offer that are also very basic 
and poorly worded,” the source said. 
“Given that each company is market-
ing the same products/premiums, 
the main difference between them is 
the service they provide to accompany 
premiums.”

While premiums are set, the meth-
ods in which they are calculated are 
also inefficient, industry players said. 

With regard to motor insurance, 
the IBSB requires set premiums based 
on a grading system that lumps the 
age of the driver and the type of ve-
hicle into general categories, making 
it impossible, for example, to give a 
65-year-old driver and a 90-year-old 
driver different rates, said Kunio Asa-
oka, Myanmar chief representative of 
Japanese-based insurance firm Tokio 
Marine and Nichido Fire Insurance 
Co Ltd.

Moreover, some premiums are set 
too low and generate losses for insur-
ers, said U Soe Win Thant, general 
manager of Global World Insurance. 
Such is the case with snake bite insur-
ance, a popular policy with farmers 
that generally costs just K500.

“It needs to be updated to some-
thing a bit more, perhaps to K5000,” 
he said.

Premiums aside, the regulatory 
board also requires each of the firms 
use IBSB-written actuary forms to as-
sess potential clients, though those 
documents are dated, difficult to 
understand and sometimes only in 
English, while essential questions are 
missing.

“Some documents such as the 

questionnaire forms, are confusing to 
the customers. These things need to 
change [for there] to be more trust be-
tween customers and the companies,” 
said U Soe Win Thant, adding that 
such IBSB-issued forms, which insur-
ers are not allowed to alter, are rep-
licated from those in other countries, 
making some questions redundant. 

Copies of actuary forms assessing 
clients for life insurance policies, ob-
tained by The Myanmar Times, show a 
number of imperative questions about 
the health of the client are missing, 
making it difficult for firms to accu-
rately calculate risk. 

While lung cancer kills nearly 7000 

people per year in Myanmar, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization, 
the forms do not ask whether a client 
is a smoker. 

The forms also fail to ask if the cli-
ent uses alcohol, or betel nut, or has a 
record of dangerous driving. 

To make matters worse, many ques-
tions on the forms are poorly worded, 
incomprehensible and sometimes only 
in English, creating confusion on both 
the part of the insurer and customer.

“It has already created some argu-
ments when the claims appear,” U Soe 
Win Thant said.

To get around the problem, several 
firms have resorted to making their 

own questionnaires, a procedure not 
sanctioned by the IBSB.

“To be frank, there was no insur-
ance market in Myanmar until last 
year and so because it is young it is 
still not so sophisticated, as the ques-
tionnaires, in ways, are not adequate 
and quite primitive,” said Mr Asaoka 
of Tokio Marine and Nichido Fire In-
surance, adding that it was likely these 
issues would be ironed out as the sec-
tor develops.

He said that even if firms were self-
regulated, there is still not enough 
data on Myanmar available for them 
to properly assess risk, while safety 
standards are low.

Insurance firms suffer under restrictive policies

A woman fills out an application to buy insurance at an IKBZ Insurance Co office in Yangon. Photo: Boothee

‘Because [the insurance market] is young 
it is still not so sophisticated, as the 
questionnaires, in ways, are not adequate’

Kunio Asaoka 
Tokio Marine and nichido Fire Insurance

Aye thidAr KyAw
ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com
philip heijmAns
pheijmans13@gmail.com
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Insurance firms suffer under restrictive policies

A woman fills out an application to buy insurance at an IKBZ Insurance Co office in Yangon. Photo: Boothee

FIRST Myanmar Investment opened 
an additional public offering of 
new ordinary shares on January 9. 
The additional offering of 250,000 
shares will be sold at K10,000 each, 
the same price as the initial share 
offering that closed on January 8.

After an “overwhelming” re-
sponse to the initial offering of 
2,500,000 new ordinary shares, 
which was sold in its entirety. una-
ble to meet demand the investment 
holding company has opened an ad-
ditional 10 percent for purchase.

The additional offering is open 
for 10 business days, closing at 6pm 
on January 22. Subscriptions can 
be placed at the FMI Share Depart-
ment Trading Centre.

“We want to thank FMI share-
holders for their support of the 
rights issue and their continued 
confidence in the Company at this 
exciting time of its development,” 

said Serge Pun, chair of FMI in a 
press release about the issue. “Our 
decision to launch more shares is 
due to the significant interest from 
the public, and this is a strong 
testament to the confidence the 
market has for FMI’s long-term 
growth as well as the trust in the 
ability of management to deliver  
results.”

Last month, FMI together with 
Yoma Strategic Holdings Ltd, 
formed companies to distribute 
and service Mitsubishi and Hino ve-
hicles. On the service sector front, 
plans are underway to construct 
a 46-room international standard 
hotel with conference and banquet 
facilities at Pun Hlaing Golf Estate, 
according to the press release.

The capital raise from the first 
round issue was to be earmarked 
for projects including Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone subscription, 
FMI Air, Meeyahta International 
Hotel and a downtown Yangon 
mixed-use acreage.

First Myanmar Investment 
offers additional shares

A RUSSIAN mining company pros-
pecting in the Hukawng Valley re-
gion of upper Sagaing Region said 
its business interests as well as con-
tinued prospects for gold mining in 
the area are being hindered by thou-
sands of illegal miners.

The company, Nobel Gold, said 
they are concerned that these alleged 
illegal miners are using mercury and 
cyanide to increase the volume of 
gold extraction in the area, a process 
that destroys land.

“It is a serious problem,” the 
company’s project manager, Grigory 
Stepanov, told The Myanmar Times. 
“More than 10,000 illegal miners and 
70 private mining companies [have 
been] extracting gold in the area 
since two years ago.

“Most of the illegal miners use 
mercury in order to increase the vol-
ume of gold extraction. This chemi-
cal is widely sold in local markets for 
K1000 per 10 gallons.”

A total of 34 local companies have 
permission to mine in 55 gold min-
ing blocks in Bangmauk township, 
according to government data. In 
Sagaing Region, there are 135 com-

panies with permission to mine 238 
blocks.

In February 2011 Nobel Gold re-
ceived permission from the Ministry 
of Mines to prospect for gold and 
associated minerals in a concession 
measuring 1246 square kilometres 
(about 308,000 acres).

But over the past two years it has 
had difficulty conducting surveys in 
the area because of illegal miners, 
said Mr Stepanov.

 “In conformity with Myanmar 
and international law, Nobel Gold 
does not use mercury and other poi-
sonous chemicals,” he said.

U Kyaw Thet, director of the De-
partment of Mining under the Minis-
try of Mines, said he is aware of the 
extraneous miners and plans to quell 
the issue with new provisions in a 

revamping of the 1994 Mining Law, 
expected for this year. 

“We have put a section regarding 
eradication of illegal mining in the 
revision of the mining law which is 
going to be discussed in the coming 
Parliament session,” he said.

U Than Htaik, regional minister 
for forestry, mines and energy in the 
Sagaing Region government, said 
there has been limited government 
action taken despite the long-stand-
ing problem. 

 “They have been there for a 
long time earning a small amount 
of daily income for their families. 
We have talked to them and encour-
aged them to stop,” he said, adding 
that the government has also tried 
granting workers authorisation to 
work in Myanmar as a registered 
company, though it did little to stop 
the problem.

Nobel Gold is a branch company 
of Russian oil company Nobel Oil. 
The company is working on an on-
shore field named U-ru block (B-2) 
in Homelin township in Sagaing 
Region.

After their exploration licence ex-
pires in March 2014, Nobel Gold will 
get a licence for the feasibility stage 
of its project, Mr Stepanov said.

Mercury, cyanide treatment in gold 
mines destroying land, says miner

Unsanctioned mining practices have left large areas of land 
damaged in Sagaing Region. Photo: Nobel Gold

Aung shin
koshumgtha@gmail.com

135
Firms with permission to mine in 

Sagaing region

“Many traffic accidents are not re-
ported … and in terms of fire insur-
ance, there are no sprinklers in the 
buildings, so once a fire occurs it tends 
to spread more than in other coun-
tries,” he said, adding that data issues 
should start to be addressed with the 
establishment of an insurance associa-
tion expected for later this year. 

U Aye Min Thein, chairman of In-
surance Business Supervisory Board, 
said the issues would be dealt with in 
time.

“We plan to liberalize those poli-
cies that are out of date and add more 
services, but we cannot tell exactly 
when,” he said.

Local insurance firms were re-
quired to deposit K46 billion 
(US$46.66 million) in capital to My-
anma Economic Bank in order to es-
tablish an operation, an amount firms 
claim will be difficult to make up in 
the coming years. In an effort to get 
an edge in the market, however, firms 
are reaching into their pockets again 
by offering to cover certain expenses 
usually incurred by the clients.

“Some companies are offering to 
pay medical check-up expenses that 
are not included in the policy, so they 
are competing beyond the legal frame-
work,” said Global World Insurance’s 
U Soe Win Thant, adding that his firm 
has generated just K90 million in rev-
enue, or about $91,200, since opening 
his business seven months ago.

That is opposed to state-run My-
anma Insurance, who posted earnings 
of about $47 million in the 2012-13 fis-
cal year.

Despite these problems, experts 
agree that these issues will begin to sort 
themselves out as the market evolves.

However given the nascent stage of 
the market, some insurers argue cur-
rent premium restrictions are actually 
conducive to sustainable growth of the 
sector.

“It is a sensitive and difficult situ-
ation, but in order to let the market 
grow in a sound manner, it will be 
necessary to have this kind of policy in 
place for now,” said Mr Asaoka, adding 
Japan maintained a similar model for 
the first 10 years the insurance sector 
was open as a measure of protecting it 
from over-competition.

“Too much free market could lead 
to deficits,” he said.

Private insurers will also soon be 
entrusted to offer more services, with 
plans in the works to increase the 
number of premiums to 10, up from 
six currently.

“If we make the rules too strict, 
those firms cannot do anything, but if 
we liberalise it too much, the market 
will fall down,” said U Lwin Oo, as-
sistant general manager of Myanma 
Insurance, adding that it will be easier 
to modify the rules once the insurance 
law is updated this year.

Bridget di Certo
bridget.dicerto@gmail.com
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Exchange Rates (January 10 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro
Malaysia Ringitt
Singapore Dollar
Thai Baht
US Dollar

K1332
K286
K771

K29
K982

K1349
K306
K781

K30
K990
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 5th
Myanmar’s ranking as one of the 

riskiest countries in the world to do 
business. 

STRENGTHENED laws and regula-
tions and continued government 
reform made Myanmar the world’s 
most improved country for doing 
business in, UK-based global risk 
analytics firm Maplecroft found in a 
report released on January 8.

Myanmar last year made pro-
gress in tackling corruption, weak 
rule of law, respect for property 
rights and controls on corporate 
governance, the firm said in its an-
nual Legal and Regulatory Environ-
ment Risk Atlas for 2014.

Despite its growth, the report 
shows that Myanmar remained the 
fifth riskiest country in the world to 
do business out of 173, with a rat-
ing of “extreme” – a rank worse than 
civil-war ravaged Syria and the Cen-
tral African Republic.

 “While this appears a modest 
shift in ranking, it has already re-
sulted in significant improvements 
for business, and Maplecroft fore-
casts that if Myanmar sustains its 
current trajectory it may move out 
of the ‘extreme risk’ category in the 
next 1-3 years,” Maplecroft wrote in 
a press release accompanying the 
report.

Myanmar was ranked the worst 
country in the world to do business 
in 2012, then moved up to third-
worst in 2013.

“Myanmar’s efforts to strengthen 
the legal and regulatory environ-
ment are laudable,” Maplecroft sen-
ior analyst Chris Laws said in the 
release. “But, the country’s current 
lack of effective institutions of gov-
ernance still raises serious concerns 
over regulatory enforcement, and it 
remains a challenging place to do 
business.”

The country climbed two posi-
tions in 2014 due to the “ongoing 
political and regulatory reforms 
process” that has largely ended in-
ternational sanctions and boosted 

investor confidence, the report said.
In the past two years, Myanmar 

has passed 75 new laws, many no-
tably affecting the business com-
munity, such as the Myanmar Citi-
zens Investment Law, the Foreign 
Exchange Management Law and the 
Central Bank of Myanmar Law, said 
Kelvin Chia’s Yangon director Cheah 
Swee Gim.

“All of these have been promul-
gated or updated with the intention 
of facilitating business and invest-
ment in Myanmar,” she said.

The report evaluates coun-

tries across 21 indices in six key 
areas;:rule of law, corruption risk, 
corporate governance, regulatory 
framework, respect for property 
rights and supply chain labour risk.

“Grand corruption remains per-
vasive in Myanmar, while an ab-
sence of rule of law and interference 
in business matters from a wide 
range of powerful and vested inter-
ests, including the military, create a 
very uneven playing field for foreign 
investors,” the report says.

A new foreign investment law 
with revised foreign direct invest-
ment limits, improved land leasing 
rules and accession to the New York 
Convention on recognition and en-
forcement of arbitral awards also 
promoted a more predictable busi-
ness landscape for international in-
vestors looking to Myanmar in 2014.

Jean Loi, managing partner at 
VDB-Loi, said that in terms of le-
gal and regulatory framework, My-
anmar did not present any higher 
risk for investors than its Southeast 
Asian neighbours.

“There is a raft of new laws being 

approved and implemented slowly. 
Investors can have an entity estab-
lished in Myanmar within three 
days,” Ms Loi said. “It still takes 
around one to two years in Laos.”

While the legal and political 
framework remained the most sig-
nificant risk to investors looking to 
Myanmar, Ms Loi said there were 
already changes in the pipeline for 
a rewrite of the income tax law, new 
value-added taxes and changes to 
stamp dutys rates.

A much-awaited Intellectual 
Property Law, passage of the Condo-
minium Law, which schedules for-
eign ownership, and further amend-
ments to the Financial Institutions 
of Myanmar Law are also in the 
works for 2014.

A continued path of ambitious and 
determined reform remains the key to 
reintegrating Myanmar into the global 
economy, lawyer Cheah Swee Gim said.

“Myanmar’s business ecosystem is 
still in the nascent stages,” she said 
“and like many emerging markets, is 
still experiencing some understandable 
difficulties.” 

Legal reforms significant, but work remains
bridget di 
certo

bridget.dicerto@gmail.com

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation 
having a principal office at 2200 Mission College 
Boulevard, Santa Clara, California 95052-8119, USA 
is the owner and the sole proprietor of the following 
trade mark:-

Registration No. 4/10156

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) 
INTEL.

The above mentioned trademark is to be used in 
respect of:

Goods and Services for INTEL AND SWIRL 
DESIGN

Electronic security apparatus and surveillance 
apparatus; computerized telecommunications and 
networking equipment; computer hardware and 
software; computer firmware; computers; computer 
installations; personal digital assistants; integrated 
circuits ;  computer  chip sets;  semiconductor 
processors; microprocessors; computer memories; 
operat ing systems;  data  processors ;  central 
processing units; computer peripherals; storage 
devices, including flash drives; security systems for 
computer hardware and software, including firewalls, 
network access server hardware for creating and 
maintaining firewalls, virtual private network (vpn) 
computer hardware and computer server operating 
software for creating and maintaining firewalls; 
printed circuits; telecommunications equipment and 
computer networks; electronic control devices for 
the interface and control of computers and global 
computer and telecommunications networks with 
television and cable broadcasts and equipment; 
cellular telephones and smart phones; apparatus 
for testing and programming integrated circuits; 
downloadable electronic publications; structural 
parts and fittings for all the aforesaid goods; 
instructional manuals sold as a unit with the 
aforementioned goods.  

Binders, bookends, bookmarkers, boxes for pens, 
calendars, tablets, note cards, self-adhesive pads, 

desk pads and calendar pads, pens, pencils, folders, 
paperweights, pen and pencil holders, photograph 
stands, rulers, gift wrap, erasers , markers, crayons, 
chalk, desk sets, desk organizers, bumper stickers; 
computer  ins t ruct ion manuals ;  whi te  papers ; 
printed publications in the area of computers, 
telecommunications, entertainment, telephony, and 
wireless communications.

Telecommunications via a global networks of 
computers ;  mul t imedia  communica t ions  and 
digital communication services, namely, broadcast, 
transmission, and receipt of interactive and non-
interact ive  audio,  v ideo,  and digi ta l  s ignals ; 
electronic transmission and receipt of interactive and 
non-interactive voice, data, images, paging messages, 
facsimiles, and information; teleconferencing services; 
videoconferencing services; telecommunications 
consulting and support services.

Educational services; training services; entertainment 
services; services related to sporting, computer and 
network gaming, and cultural activities; providing 
on-line publications in the areas of photography, 
imaging and related goods and services; education 
and entertainment services relating to digital imaging 
via global computer networks including the internet 
and similar services; providing an archive of digital 
images on-line , for use by consumers; providing 
and on-line library of digital images which may be  
shared by users; photographic archiving and  image 
library services; computerized on-line education and 
training services; interactive tutorials, courses, how 
to guides, tips and techniques, expert guidance and 
advice, and interactive discussions on the purchase, 
use, care, maintenance, support, upgrading, updating 
and configuring of computer hardware, computer 
software, computer networks, teleconferencing and 
communications goods and services; chat rooms; 
entertainment and educational services relating 
to allowing computer users to access, upload, 
download and create on-line photo albums, electronic 
postcards, address books, and calendars; providing 
on-line chat rooms for transmission of messages 
among computer users concerning photography, 
imaging and related goods and services; information, 
advisory and consultancy services relating to the 
aforesaid including such services provided on-line 
or via the internet; educational services, conducting 
classes, seminars, conferencing , and hosting online 
educational forums in the  field of computer and 
software use, navigation over global computer 
ne tworks ,  computer  sc ience  and technology, 

computer management, and distributing course 
materials in connection therewith; developing 
and disseminating educational materials designed 
to increase technology literacy among students; 
training services in the field of networks, network 
system design,  network operation,  network 
maintenance, network testing, network protocols, 
network management, and network engineering; 
training services for network hardware and 
software; training services in the field of online 
business solutions; providing customers and 
technicians with information relating to business 
and project management.

Managed web hosting and network services; 
providing online access to data storage services; 
web site hosting and content distribution services; 
network monitoring services, namely providing 
informat ion  on  the  opera t ion  of  computer 
networks; providing services in the fields of web 
software customization, user interface design, web 
site content management and integration; web 
site development and maintenance; computer and 
wireless consulting services; providing temporary 
use of non-downloadable software; computer 
consulting services; computer custom software 
and hardware development, design, and consulting 
services; leasing of computer equipment, namely, 
computers, computer hardware, peripherals, 
computer  components ,  computer  sof tware , 
computer printers, and leasing of office  furniture; 
providing on-line publications; designing and 
developing standards for others in the design and 
implementation of computer software, computer 
hardware and telecommunications equipment.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and 
wishes us to bring to the notice of the trade and 
public that they attach singular importance to their 
abovementioned trademark and that legal action 
will be taken against any person or persons who 
act in infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to 
ourselves being their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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CHINA’S annual trade in goods 
passed the US$4 trillion mark for 
the first time in 2013, official data 
showed last week, confirming its 
position as the globe’s biggest trad-
ing nation.

Exports from the world’s num-
ber two economy rose 7.9 percent 
to $2.21 trillion, while imports in-
creased 7.3pc to $1.95 trillion, the 
General Administration of Customs 
announced.

The trade surplus stood at 
$259.75 billion, up 12.8pc from 
2012.

Total trade came to $4.16 tril-
lion, an increase of 7.6pc, just below 
the government’s 8pc target.

Nonetheless it was a record high 
and effectively confirmed a his-
toric geo-economic shift, making 
China the world’s biggest trader 
of physical goods, not including  
services.

Reports last February said the 
United States’ total trade in goods 
was lower than China’s in 2012, but 
Customs said due to differences in 
calculation methods the change 
happened for the first time in 2013 
– although full US data for the year 
has yet to be released.

“It is very likely that China 
overtook the US to become the 
world’s largest trading country in 
goods in 2013 for the first time,” 
said Customs spokesman Zheng  
Yuesheng.

The European Union was China’s 
biggest trading partner, Customs 
said, followed by the United States, 
the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), Hong Kong and 
Japan.

Between them the traditional 
markets of the EU, US and Japan 
accounted for 33.5pc of China’s 
trade, down 1.7pc points, suggesting 
emerging markets’ share of busi-
ness was growing. 

– AFP

China 
trade hits 
$4 trillion

Beijing

THE “International Food and Machinery 
Expo 2014” seemed like a great event for res-
taurant owners and consumers alike to find 
international-quality items for sale last week, 
but some visitors were left disappointed, say-
ing there were too few new items and even 
fewer international companies represented. 

“I thought this expo would have new prod-
ucts, but I can buy these products [already] 
in Yangon. It’s the same companies and the 
same products compared with last year’s 
expo,” said Ma Ei Mon Htwe, who owns a 
small restaurant in Yangon and attended the 
event hoping to find new goods to promote at 
her restaurant.

While the event attracted hospitality in-
dustry investors and business people who 
were looking for a bargain on restaurant-
quality appliances, attendees complained that 
many of the products on offer offered no such 
discount.

“I am not interested in this expo,” said Ma 
San San Htwe who attended the event on Jan-
uary 9, the first day of the four-day expo held 
at Tatmadaw Hall in Dagon township. 

It was not only interested buyers who were 
let down by the expo. Sellers were under-
whelmed by transactions. 

A vendor who also sold items at last year’s 
event expressed disappointment with this 

year’s lacklustre offerings.
“I showed [my items] for the first time in 

Yangon,” said a representative with the TMT 
Trading Company. “I also showed in Manda-
lay. In Mandalay the sales were brisk, but at 
this expo, the sales were not good.” 

The International Food and Machinery 
Expo 2014 advertised that it would show food 
and kitchen items from Japan, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

A representative from South Korea’s SAGA 
Agp Trading Company said his imported sea-
weed did not sell as well this year as last year. 

“People in Myanmar like expos that show 
foreign products, which we do not have in 
Myanmar, and they like the promotions,” said 
Daw Nilar from SAGA. “If the products are 
not new and you can buy them in Myanmar, 
the expo will not attract people.”

U Zarni Maung Maung, managing direc-
tor of Myanmar Professional Services Co. Ltd, 
and the organiser of the event, said he had 
planned to focus more on food, than machin-
ery during this year’s expo, with ambitions of 
holding a seminar on wine, but complications 
regarding the importation of certain products 
forced him to abandon his plan. 

Despite the setback, he said, he was happy 
to see more Myanmar companies participat-
ing and offering more items this year than 
last. 

“There are different companies this year 
[compared with] last year’s expo,” he said.

Organiser faces problems importing foodstuffs in time for show

Local food expo leaves 
consumers with sour taste

The Fine Print
Legal & tax insight

IN sectors where government policy prohibits 
100-percent foreign-owned companies, a joint ven-
ture may be the only way for outside businesses to 
invest in Myanmar. But even where this isn’t the 
case, joint ventures are often sound decisions, as 
they allow access to a local partner’s market know-
how, decision-maker contacts, and established sup-
ply and distribution channels.

Conversely, local partners may wish to team up 
with a foreign investor in order to gain access to 
technology, know-how, an expanded distribution 
network and capital. As in all developing coun-
tries, however, it is vital to conduct thorough due 
diligence of the local partner. This is true not only 
where the joint-venture company takes over an ex-
isting business but also where the object is to start 
a new business together. 

Due diligence is crucial because, given how un-
derdeveloped the legal framework is, it is often dif-
ficult to predict the extent to which contracts can 
be enforced. An in-depth background check of the 
partner therefore provides more protection against 
unpleasant surprises later – even more so than the 
most carefully drafted joint-venture agreement 
ever could. And of course, the foreign partner 
should not be surprised if the local partner wants 
to conduct due diligence on them as well – indeed, 
it’s probably a good sign.

Legal due diligence covers things like share-
holder structure, company administration and 
contractual relationships. While it is possible to 
run a company check with the Companies Regis-
tration Office, the information obtained may not 
always be complete and up to date. Often, the local 
partner is the only source of information. 

Documents that a foreign investor may wish 
to ask to see include the company registration 
certificate, the current lists of shareholders and di-
rectors, the certificate of registration as importer 
and exporter, land documents, audited financial 
statements and tax returns, labour contracts of key 
employees, trademark registration certificates, and 
important contracts with customers and suppliers.

Of course, the information that can be un-
earthed by checking documents is only as reliable 
as the degree to which the documents accurately 
and completely describe the facts. A document 
check can be backed up by interviews with the 
company owner and key employees, but in a coun-
try where transparency has lots of room for im-
provement, information will often remain sketchy. 
Ultimately, the main object of legal due diligence is 
often to find out whether the local partner adheres 
to acceptable standards of record-keeping.

Often, the emphasis of due diligence is not on 
the legal but the commercial or ethical side. For-
eign investors want to know whether teaming up 
with a certain partner will bring reputational risks. 

Sebastian and Zin Myo are consultants with Polastri 
Wint & Partners Legal & Tax Advisors.

Researching prospective 
partners imperative to JV
seBAstiAn pAwlitA
sebastian@pwplegal.com
Zinmyo Aung
zinmyo@pwplegal.com

myAt noe oo 
myatnoe.mcm@gmail.com
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Job Vacancy
The British Embassy is currently looking to recruit a highly 
motivated and energetic individual to join our team as a 
Trade & Investment Manager.

For more information and details on how to apply, please visit 
the link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-
embassy-rangoon/about/recruitment

Deadline for submission of applications will be on
21 January 2014.

Job watch

in BrieF

Beijing
Box office revenue hits $3.6b 
in 2013 in China: report
China’s box office takings leaped to 
uS$3.6 billion last year, up 27.5 percent 
on 2012, as nearly 14 screens were 
added every day to the world’s second-
largest film market, state media 
reported last week.

Chinese cinemas raked in 21.77 
billion yuan in 2013, the China daily 
said, citing the State administration 
of Press, Publication, radio, Film and 
Television. – aFP

PHILIPPINE carrier Cebu Pacific is to buy 
the Filipino unit of Singapore-based budg-
et carrier Tigerair in a deal that will also 
create a strategic alliance, the airlines an-
nounced last week.

Cebu Pacific said it would pay US$15 mil-
lion to wholly own Tigerair Philippines, a 
small carrier that is 40-percent controlled by 
Tigerair, and expects the transaction to close 
in a few months.

The amount also includes payment for the 
60pc share of Tigerair Philippines owned by 
Filipino investors.

The carrier was previously known as South-
east Asian Airlines but was renamed after the 
Singapore carrier bought into it in mid-2012.

Group chief executive Koay Peng Yen told 
a teleconference Tigerair had accumulated a 
loss of S$84 million (US$66.12 million) on its 
Philippine investment as of September 30 last 
year.

As part of the agreement announced in 
Manila and Singapore on Wednesday, Cebu 
Pacific and Tigerair will jointly operate routes 
between Singapore and the Philippines.

The websites of both Tigerair and Cebu Pa-
cific will be used to market all routes operated 
by both airlines.

Cebu Pacific president and chief executive 
Lance Gokongwei said that “as the relation 
grows” the two airlines could consider further 
cooperation such as shared ground-handling 
operations.

“We’re very excited and eager to start our 
cooperation agreement with Tigerair,” Mr 
Gokongwei told the teleconference.

“Tigerair and Cebu Pacific share a vision 

for both airlines to join forces and compete 
more effectively in the regional market,” Mr 
Koay said in a joint statement.

“We also look forward to achieving greater 
cost savings from the coordinated operations 
while providing more travel options and great-
er convenience for our customers.”

The joint statement said the alliance would 
allow Cebu Pacific to target high-growth mar-
kets including Australia and India, while Ti-
gerair would be able to fly more passengers 
to other cities in Cebu Pacific’s network in the 
Philippines and North Asia.

Cebu Pacific said it operates an average of 
2200 flights per week with 48 aircraft to 24  

international and 33 Philippine cities.
The Tigerair group, which also includes 

Tigerair Singapore, Tigerair Mandala and Ti-
gerair Australia, said it flies to more than 50 
destinations across 13 Asia-Pacific countries 
using 51 aircraft.

Instead of folding it into Cebu Pacific, Mr 
Gokongwei said Tigerair Philippines would 
operate as a distinct entity for the time be-
ing, retaining its existing managers and 
brand name.

It now operates an average of 118 flights 
per week with five aircraft to 11 domestic and 
international destinations from Manila and 
Clark airports. – AFP

Tigerair sells affiliate to Cebu Pacific
mAnilA

Applicants queue up for a job recruitment event for 
Philippine budget carrier Cebu Pacific, next to a scale 
model of one of the airline’s fleet in Manila. Photo: AFP

MOST international sanctions on Myanmar 
have been lifted and the country is rapidly 
changing. However, the education system is 
reforming in fits and starts. For more than 
two decades, the former military junta sup-
pressed schools and universities fearing more 
student-led demonstrations. As a result, a 
“lost generation” of people (ages 20-40) now 
makes up a large part of an economy that’s 
playing catch-up to the rest of Asia. Further-
more, their children are going through a 
school system that is filled with gaps.

I had the privilege of moderating an edu-
cation panel in Yangon last month at the 
Women’s Forum of Myanmar. Member of 
Parliament Su Su Lwin was on the panel. She 
says Myanmar’s 36,000 schools are not mak-
ing the grade. According to Lwin, many of 
the schools are using outdated textbooks and 
teachers who emphasise rote learning.

“In terms of quality, we have far to go,” 

says Su Su Lwin.  “During the past 25 or 30 
years, there’s been a decline in quality. It has 
very much to do with relevance [of the teach-
ing material].” 

Kamal Ahmad is the founder of the Bang-
ladesh-based Asian University for Women, 
which focuses on leadership training and 
higher education for women. More than 500 
women from Southeast Asia are enrolled in-
cluding 15 from Myanmar. Ahmad wants to 
see a solid curriculum in Myanmar that goes 
well beyond primary school.

“I think what has held up progress in some 
respects is a stubborn view, in many parts 
of the world, that if you are a poor country, 
[you should] focus just on primary education 
and let the developed world do the higher  
education. 

“That is a very dangerous kind of pathway 
of thinking about education,” Ahmad argues. 
“You have to have a decent secondary educa-
tion. You have to have a decent higher edu-
cation because where will the teachers come 
from? Who will develop the curriculum? Who 
will provide leadership?”

There is also the issue of gender discrimi-
nation in Myanmar schools. In certain fields 
female students must score higher than male 

students. One young woman told me, “To 
go to the Institute of Medicine, girls have to 
score higher than boys. A girl needs to reach 
420 out of 500 points. Boys can get accepted 
if they have only 390 to 400 points.”

A middle-aged woman named Htay re-
counted her career path. In 1981, she ap-
plied to university to study metallurgical 
engineering. She said, “My application was 
not accepted because the metallurgical en-
gineering program prioritised boys. But I 
scored higher marks than many boys who 
were accepted. 

“Then I asked for a major in geology. I was 
told the geology major does not accept girls 
every year. That is my story.” Today she works 
as an English translator.

The reforms in Myanmar provide a good 
first step, but successful education reform 
will need streamlining, commitment and 
funding. As Aung Sang Suu Kyi said in the fo-
rum’s keynote speech, “Opportunities are not 
enough. We must make use of them.”      

Pauline Chiou is a CNN anchor/correspondent 
and the co-host of World Business Today based 
in Hong Kong. Follow Pauline on Twitter @
PaulineCNN. 

EDITORIAL

Despite progress, Myanmar 
women still at a disadvantage
Knowledge is power and Myanmar’s women deserve to have more of both, says CNN anchorwoman

pAuline Chiou
CNN Anchor/Correspondent

Vacancy Announcement
Job Title: Program Officer 
Job Location: Yangon, with frequent travel to 
the field 
Contract Duration: 2 years with possibility of extension (three 
months probation period)
Closing Date: 31stJanuary 2014 
DanChurchAid (DCA) is looking for an experienced and 
motivated person to join our team of Program Officers. A 
detailed Job Description is available on request from Ms. 
Hlaing Phyu Min, Admin & HR Assistant, hpmi@dca.dk.
The benefit package for the position includes competitive 
remuneration (the salary range is 756.000 – 1.424.430 
Kyats/monthly), annual bonus, severance pay, 1.25days per 
month for annual leave, 15 official holidays per year, personal 
accident/medical insurance, learning and development 
opportunities (including visits to DCA HQ in Copenhagen 
and to DCA Regional Offices in the region of South Asia and 
South East Asia) and a challenging and stimulating working 
environment.
To Apply 
Please submit CV, application letter and contact details of 
two referees with any other relevant documentation to HR 
Unit by email hpmi@dca.dk and adj@dca.dk  Please quote 
reference: ‘DCA Program Officer – application’. 
Please note that only shortlisted candidates will be contacted 
for interviews.
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No. 851/853 (A/B), 3rd Floor, Room (7/8), Bogyoke Aung San Road, 

Lanmadaw Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: (951) 229 437, 09 49 227 773, 09 730 94007

Email: esearch@yangon.net.mm, esearch.myanmar@gmail.com

www.esearchmyanmar.com   www.facebook.com/esearchmyanmar

The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in Myanmar is inviting qualified candidates to apply for the following 
positions:

Sr. Title and level Duty Station Position Deadline
1. Programme Associate Yangon National 14 Jan 14
2. Monitoring & Evaluation Officer, Malaria (LICA-7) Yangon National 14 Jan 14
3. Monitoring & Evaluation Officer, Tuberculosis (LICA - 7) Yangon National 15 Jan 14
4 National Malaria Officer (LICA - 7) Yangon National 15 Jan 14
5. Logistics Officer (LICA-7) Yangon National 17 Jan 14
6. Procurement Officer (LICA-7) Yangon National 20 Jan 14
7. Procurement Associate (LICA-4) Yangon National 20 Jan 14
8. Planning and Budget Associate (LICA-4) Yangon National 20 Jan 14
9. Finance Associate (Reporting) (LICA-4) Yangon National 20 Jan 14
10. Vehicle Maintenance Helper(re-advertised) (LICA-1A) Yangon National 27 Jan 14
11. Data Quality Assurance Assistant (LICA-3) Yangon National 31 Jan 14
12. Equity and Social Inclusion Analyst (LICA-5) Yangon National 04 Feb 14
The benefit package for the above positions includes an attractive remuneration, 30 days annual leave and 10 holidays per 
year, medical insurance, learning and development opportunities and a challenging working environment with 250 national 
and international colleagues.
All applications must be made through the UNOPS E-recruitment System (https://gprs.unops.org) and click on the post you 
are interested in applying for.
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A DRAFT of the new Myanmar Com-
panies Act, which would ease old bu-
reaucratic processes currently slowing 
business, is on track to be submitted to 
parliament in May, experts said.

After MPs and members of the 
international community suggested 
last May that it was time to revise or 
replace the now-100-year-old former 
Burma Companies Act 1914, represent-
atives of a number of organisations 
contributed to writing a new draft.

“We are aiming to submit it in 
May,” said U Aung Naing Oo of the Di-
rectorate of Investment and Company 
Administration (DICA), which worked 
alongside the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB), the Ministry of National 
Planning and Economic Development, 

the Office of the Union Attorney Gen-
eral and the Union of Myanmar Fed-
eration of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (UMFCCI), among others. 

“We’re reducing the complicated 
multiple processes of the old law, such 
as [those slowing business] registra-
tions and court activities, as well as 
modifying [it] to offer online registra-
tion,” U Aung Naing Oo said.

U Than Maung, legal advocate at 
law firm Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd., said 
that even though the policies put forth 
in the existing law are acceptable, the 
writing is complicated and sometimes 
difficult to interpret as it was written 
during the colonial period and not 
translated into Myanmar. 

“Even though enacting the law is 
important, some barriers still remain,” 
he said, adding that the government 
could do more to ease legal clout by 

working in relevant policies from 
the Myanmar Special Companies Act 
1950, rather than keeping it separate.

The draft needs to pass several 
more stages before becoming law, in-
cluding being submitted to the presi-
dent and the union attorney general 
and being announced before the pub-
lic, he added.

“It’s been very quick as it will be 
submitted to parliament in May. I 
hope it will be enacted this year,” he 
said.

Economist U Hla Maung, who in 
1988 was involved in modifying the 
1957 rules and regulation portion of 
the act, said that although the new 
law should encourage local small and 
medium enterprises, other measures 
should also be taken, including reduc-
ing income taxes, offering tax exemp-
tions or holidays for private firms.

Companies Act update 
coming in May, say experts
Aye thidAr KyAw
ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

 
TRADE MARK CAUTION

Bencom S.r.l a company incorporate in Italy at Via Villa Minelli, 
1 31050 Ponzano Veneto (Treviso), Italy, is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following Trade Mark:-

SISLEY
Reg.No.IV/ 5814 /2000     Reg.No.IV/ 5250 /2007

in respect of “Class 25, including external knitwear, in particular 
pullovers, cotton knitwear in particular summer knitwear, jeans, 
being articles of clothing, trousers made of velvet, lien or any 
other material, jackets, jerkins, shirts, suits, packaged clothing, 
wool coats, overclothing and cloaks, shoes, boots and slippers”.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said Trade Mark 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate
LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)
For Bencom S.r.l
#205/5, Thirimingalar Housing, Strand Rd, Yangon.
Dated. January 13, 2014

TRADE  MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that GUNZE LIMITED a joint stock 
company duly organized under the laws of Japan, Manufactures 
and Merchants of No. 1, Zeze, Aono-cho, Ayabe-shi, Kyoto, Japan 
is the owner and sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

(Reg: No. IV/11597/2013)
in respect of: - “Clothing; garters; sock suspenders; suspenders 
[braces]; waistbands; belts for clothing; clothes for sports; underwear; 
foundation garments; pajamas; brassieres; girdles; lingerie; pantyhose; 
socks; tights; sports jerseys; T-shirts.” - Class: 25

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or 
other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
For GUNZE LIMITED
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                            Dated: 13th January, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

IRIS
Registration No. 4/10162

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) IRIS . 

The above mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of:

Computer hardware; integrated circuits; computer chipsets; 
graphics cards; HD graphic chipsets.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal action 
will be taken against any person or persons who act in infringement 
of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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THE country’s first modern con-
struction supply warehouse for 
home owners and construction 
companies is now open for business 
in Yangon.

The shop, Pro1 Home Center, 
opened its doors in Insein township 
on January 7, boasting an extensive 
stock of construction materials and 
international brands from roofing 
to flooring and various high-quality 
SCG products.

U Myo Htwe, chair of the Pro1 
Home Center, said that such a shop 
was necessary in order to supple-
ment increasing development pro-
jects in Yangon. 

“The demand for construction 
materials is high because of inter-
national investment,” U Myo Htwe 
said. “We tried … to meet every re-
quirement of the customers.”

“Foreign business partners asked 
whether there was any one-stop 
service home center in Myanmar 
like other countries have,” he said. 

Opening the store was not an 
easy process. The project, said 
U Myo Htwe, has been in the 
works for two years and is a pub-
lic-private partnership with the  
government. 

The firm is planning on opening 
a location in Mandalay in the next 
three months as well as a second lo-
cation in Yangon before the end of 
the year. 

Construction materials 
shop opens in Yangon
New shop gives homeowners access to new international 
products in Home Depot-style warehouse

oh, that home of 
mine
This one-bedroom apartment on Bo Myat Htun Street in 
Botahtaung township offers a taste of downtown living. It 
will provide an ideal home for somebody whose office is 
downtown and who does not have children since there’s only 
one bedroom, despite the apartment covering a roomy 1500 
square feet. 

The simple interior comes with parquet flooring, white-
painted walls and three air-conditioners but there is no fur-
niture, which seems a little cheap when the asking price is 
K1.2 million, or about uS$1200, a month. on the plus side, 
the building has an elevator and 24-hour security is on hand. 

The apartment features large windows and good natural 
lighting and ventilation and there is also a small balcony at 
the front.  

– Ei The The naing

Location : Bo Myat Htun Street, Botahtaung township

Area : 1500 sq ft

Price : K1.2 million

Contact  : Estate Myanmar real Estate agency

Phone : 09 43118787

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

tin yAdAnAr htun
tinyadanar.mcm@gmail.com

JEWELLERY and precious stone 
vendors have been given until the 
end of January to vacate their stalls 
and one week to issue a public apol-
ogy to the Bogyoke Market Super 
World owner or face legal action, a 
lawyer representing the owner said.

On December 21, 2013, an informal 
union of 30 career jewel vendors, es-
tablished in the Super World hall of 
Yangon’s most famous market, pub-
lished a sharp notice in The Mirror de-
claring they intended to ignore the 
blood-red eviction notice that was first 
pinned to the back of the hall on De-
cember 1.

The notice requested all shop own-
ers vacate their stands by December 31 
so renovations could begin on the pop-
ular gold, silver and jewel-smith hall.

Decrying the renovations as a ma-
neuvre to evict shop owners, the retail-
ers said in their published notice they 
could not accept the eviction demand 
and said they doubted the authenticity 
of the hall “owner” that had posted the 
demand.

“Without shopkeepers’ permis-
sion, there is no right to renovate,” the 
group wrote.

However, the owner, Daw Shu Kyi, 
through her agent U Mg Mg Lwin and 
her lawyer U Chit Ko Ko, issued a coun-
ter notice in The Mirror on January 8 
demanding that the 30 shopkeepers 
publish an apology undersigned with 
a list of their names and businesses.

“They don’t have any right to pub-
lish in a newspaper a statement say-
ing the present owner has no rights to 
renovate,” U Chit Ko Ko told The My-
anmar Times.

Daw Shu Kyi and U Mg Mg Lwin 
are directors of The Private Super 
World Cooperative Ltd, and in their 
notice claim to have ownership of the  
retail space.

The iconic Bogyoke Market is a 
state-owned building administered by 
a government entity that tenders man-

agement rights of the various halls 
comprising the structure. Daw Shu 
Kyi attests she has had these rights to 
Super World hall, which houses about 
60 vendors, since 1999.

Tenancy arrangements are re-
newed biannually between retailers 
and Daw Shu Kyi’s agent through an 
informal exchange of rent money and 
a receipt, jewellers told The Myanmar 
Times.

However after many of the shop-
keepers refused to follow the notice 
to leave at the end of December, the 
agent has not collected rent for the 
first half of 2014.

As of last week, two-thirds of the 

vendors had already vacated the hall, 
leaving dusty display cabinets in their 
wake.

“We don’t know how long it will 
take for the renovation and we think 
it is just a reason to make us move,” a 
shop owner said, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity for fear of legal 
retribution.

“There’s no commitment [from 
Daw Shy Kyi] to accept us back after 
the renovation,” the vendor said.

Longer-term counter tenants said 
that rental charges for counters in 
Super World are around US$120-$150 
per month, but as high as double that 
in other areas of the market.

Jewellers who have already vacated 
the hall have either had to accept the 
dramatic increase in rent or move to 
display premises outside of the popu-
lar market.

The shopkeepers sent a separate 
letter through Daw Shu Kyi’s agent, re-
questing the renovation be conducted 
over the Thingyan period – a common 
slump period for retailers – instead of 
during the peak season of December 
to February.

“We will never apologise and we 
will not move from our present posi-
tion,” another vendor said, professing 
to speak for all the remaining shop 
owners.

“We will face the matter legally. If 
they accept our negotiation we will 
give the rental charge for this month 
as we have not yet paid this,” the ven-
dor said.

Daw Shu Kyi’s lawyer U Chit Ko Ko 
said his client had instructed him to 
wait one week for the apology before 
taking further legal action.

When reporters from The Myan-
mar Times visited the hall last week, 
new security cameras had been in-
stalled at various points around the 
hall and a photographer was asked 
to leave the premises by a woman 
who held herself out as an agent of 
Daw Shu Kyi.

Bogyoke Market eviction controversy 
unfolds as tenants appeal to the press

Jewel vendors clear out from their stalls at Yangon’s Bogyoke Market under the threat of legal action by the market’s manager. Photo: Boothee

su phyo win Bridget di Certo
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WHEN they introduced market re-
forms that would shake the world, 
China’s rulers celebrated a tiny pri-
vately owned Beijing hotel that sur-
vived decades of state planning as 
an example to the nation.

Now in a twist of fate the Tianyi 
Inn has been demolished, appar-
ently overcome by the very changes 
it once symbolised.

The hotel reportedly endured 
as Beijing’s only private business 
even during the worst excesses of 
Mao Zedong’s rule, when capitalists 
were often vilified, but was torn 
down in late December to make way 
for a government-backed moderni-
sation project.

Its former owners say they have 
not been compensated and live in 
constant fear of arrest. 

“Until we were demolished, the 
government always protected us,” 
said Qiao Shuzhi, 63, the son of the 
inn’s founder, who supported Chi-
na’s Communist Party when it was 
still an underground movement. 

“Now it’s not safe anymore, so I 
won’t stay there,” he added. 

His father Qiao Tianmin was 
granted a “Special Business Opera-
tion Licence” in 1953 by Beijing’s 
chief of police, seemingly as a re-
ward for his service to the commu-
nists as China fought against Japan. 

“He was a farmer with just a few 
months of schooling, he couldn’t 
work as a party cadre ... so they 
permitted him to open a small busi-
ness,” Mr Qiao said.

The hostel began as little more 
than a spare room, where a single 
heated bed slept up to eight people 
each night – a miscellany of farm-
ers, builders and craftsmen who ar-
rived in Beijing for work and were 
charged a pittance to stay.

The business never made the 
Qiao family a fortune but was 
unique in the city during an era 
when virtually all Chinese worked 
in government-controlled work 
units and the ruling party planned 
all aspects of the economy.

It even survived the tumult of 
Mao’s decade-long Cultural Revolu-
tion, launched in 1966, when those 
labelled “capitalist roaders” were 
beaten and even killed. 

“That we remained open during 
the Cultural Revolution is really a 
miracle,” Mr Qiao recalled. 

His father – who died in 1991 
– maintained it was protected on 
special orders from former Chinese 
premier Zhou Enlai, he added.  

– AFP

China demolishes 
landmark inn

This picture taken on January 7 shows Qiao Shuzhi, left, and his son Qiao Xuan 
holding a copy of People’s Daily and Beijing Daily front page of 1979, each with 
an editorial about Tianyi Inn. Photo: AFP

‘That we remained 
open during the 
Cultural Revolution 
is really a miracle.’

Qia shuzhi

Beijing

SOUTH African President Jacob 
Zuma last week handed over 13,184 
hectares (35,580 acres) of a previ-
ously white-owned farm to black 
communities as part of the coun-
try’s land reform program, ahead 
of elections this year.

The state paid almost 1 billion 
rand (US$92.5 million) for the land 
located in the eastern Mpumalan-
ga province, which is seen as one of 
the most expensive deals since the 
inception of the programme nearly 
two decades ago.

“After lengthy negotiations, the 
legal representatives of the land-
owners considered a settlement 
amount of 939,360,000 [rand]...for 
the purchase of the land in respect 
of the 13,184 hectares,” said Mr 
Zuma during a handover ceremo-
ny to the rural N’wandlamhlarhi 
Community Property Association.

The farm is also home to one of 
the country’s luxury game reserve, 
Mala Mala.

The deal is likely to boost Mr 

Zuma’s support ahead of the elec-
tions which will likely be held in 
April. Land reform is one of most 
contentious issues faced by the 
ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) government since the end of 

apartheid in 1994.
The program has been dogged 

by delays with only 6 percent of 
land having been transferred to 
blacks since 1994, fuelling frustra-
tions among the dispossessed.

A bill proposing the extension 
of land claims to the end of 2018 is 
set to be tabled in parliament.

“The restoration of land to 
rightful owners is one of the big-
gest responsibilities you gave the 
democratic government,” said 
Zuma.

The former owners would con-
tinue running the property at a 
monthly rental fee until January 
next year while transferring busi-
ness skills to the new owners. 

Last year, South Africa marked 

100 years since a white-minority 
government passed a law that 
forced black people off the major-
ity of the land. 

The government has admitted 
that it would miss its target to 

redistribute 30pc of white-owned 
land to blacks by 2014, due to the 
slow pace of the program.

“We made a lot of progress, but 
the work continues,” said Mr Zuma.

White South Africans – around 
10 percent of the population – 
still own as much as 80pc of the  
land.

However, the Land Access 
Movement, a lobby group for the 
landless, which is unhappy at the 
pace of land reforms, slammed the 
deal as a bid to “popularise” the 
ANC ahead of elections. 

“I think they are trying to show 
people that they are committed on 
land reform,” the group’s leader 
Constance Mogale said. 

– AFP

S Africa’s Zuma transfers key 
white-owned land ahead of vote

johAnnesBurg

Building that once served as a symbol of change taken 
down as owners complain that no compensation was given

‘The restoration of land to rightful 
owners is one of the biggest 
responsibilities you gave the democratic 
government.’

jacob Zuma 
President of South africa

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“We don’t know how long it will take for the renovation and we 
think it is just a reason to make us move”

— anonymous shop owner at Bogyoke Market

Bosnian Muslims send 
corpse photos to Serbs
world 44

 HECTarES 

 13,184
hectares. Land given back to black 

communities in South africa as part 
of the country’s  reform policy 
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AUTO giant Nissan will build an en-
gine plant at its industrial complex 
in Resende in Rio de Janeiro state, 
Renault-Nissan chief executive Carlos 
Ghosn said last week.

“It is the first time that I’ve visited 
the plant, which will build the Nis-
san March and Nissan Versa models,” 
he told reporters at the complex in 
Resende, which is 140 kilometres (90 
miles) west of Rio.

He said the engine plant would be 
inaugurated in the first half of this year.

The engine factory, which required 
a US$60 million investment, will 
churn out 200,000 four-cylinder 1.6 
flexfuel engines a year and will create 
200 direct jobs, Mr Ghosn said.

Japan’s Nissan, which is partly 
owned by France’s Renault, is one of 
the key sponsors of the World Cup, 
which will be held in Brazil in June 
and July.

“Brazil is a strategic market and 
that’s why we are announcing con-
struction of an engine plant,” Mr 
Ghosn said.

The Resende complex, now near-
ing completion, employs 1500 workers 
and will have more than 2000 in the 
second half of this year, with the aim 
of producing 200,000 vehicles a year.

Nissan aims to raise its share of 
the Brazilian auto market from a little 
over 2 percent last year to 5pc in 2016, 
the Nissan chief said.  – AFP

Nissan to build 
engine plant near 
Rio, Brazil

resende

in piCtures

Blue, brown and 
yellow-painted 

buildings in the  
Yau Ma Tei 

neighbourhood 
of Hong Kong. 

Home prices in the 
southern Chinese 
city have risen by 
120 percent since 

2008, and by more 
than 30pc from their 

previous peak in 
1997, with prices in 
the luxury market 

being pushed up by 
wealthy buyers from 

mainland China. 
Photo: AFP

BERLIN’S much-delayed new main 
airport will not open this year, 
the city’s mayor said last week, 
dispelling hopes the troubled ven-
ture could at least partially begin 
flights.

“It will, de facto, be such that 
the airport no longer can be opened 
in 2014,” Klaus Wowereit, also head 
of the airport’s supervisory board, 
was quoted by the German DPA 
news agency as saying.

Berlin Brandenburg Airport was 
set for a big fanfare opening in 
June 2012 but multiple delays due 

to difficulties concerning fire safe-
ty, the smoke exhaust systems and 
construction errors have proven a 
blow to the capital’s image.

As one of Germany’s biggest 
construction projects, it has also 
dented Wowereit’s popularity amid 
claims of incompetence and hav-
ing underestimated the problems 
linked to the plan. – AFP

More delays 
for Berlin 
airport 
opening

Berlin pAnAmA City

PANAMA canal officials and a 
Spanish-led consortium tasked with 
expanding the waterway opened ne-
gotiations last week on a US$1.6 bil-
lion dispute that could halt the major 
project.

The Grupo Unidos por el Canal 
(GUPC) consortium, led by Spanish 
builder Sacyr, has threatened to sus-
pend work unless the Panama Canal 
Authority pays for the massive cost 
overrun by January 20.

GUPC executives met with of-
ficials at the canal authority’s head-
quarters to discuss figures for a fund 
to pay for the massive cost overruns. 

They may also decide on the pos-
sibility of resolving the issue through 
international arbitration.

The two sides agreed to sit down 
for talks after emergency mediation 
by Spanish Public Works Minister 
Ana Pastor, who flew to Panama 
City and held separate meetings on 
Monday with Panamanian President 
Ricardo Martinelli, company execu-
tives and canal officials.

“The two parties must define 
whether the work suspension warn-
ing presented by GUPC remains in 
effect,” Mr Pastor said.

Sacyr shares, which tumbled 
when the crisis erupted last week, 
surged in early trading in Madrid on 
January 6.

The already-delayed project aims 
to make the 50-mile (80-kilometre) 
waterway, which handles 5 percent 
of global maritime trade, big enough 
to handle new giant cargo ships that 
can carry 12,000 containers.

GUPC has a $3.2 billion contract 

to build new locks for the century-
old canal, which currently welcomes 
ships carrying up to 5000 containers.

The construction group includes 
Impreglio of Italy, Belgium’s Jan de 
Nul and Constructora Urbana of 
Panama.

The consortium began work on a 

third set of locks in 2009 and expects 
to complete construction in June 
2015, already nine months over the 
contractual date. Work is about 70pc 
complete.

GUPC says it ran into unforeseen 
costs because the canal authority 
gave builders the wrong information 

regarding the area’s geology.
The canal authority has coun-

tered that the contractor’s claims 
“lack any foundation” and that 
GUPC must make its complaint in 
the legal bodies which are outlined 
in the contract. 

   – AFP

Spanish Public Works Minister Ana Pastor and Panama’s President Ricardo Martinelli speak to the press after holding a 
meeting in Panama City, on January 6. Photo: AFP

Consortium opens negotiations 
to resolve Panama canal spat

‘It will, de facto, be 
such that the airport 
no longer can be 
opened in 2014’

Klaus wowereit 
Berlin mayor
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THE robots are coming, and they’re 
here to help.

Help clean your windows, teach 
children, or even provide entertain-
ment or companionship.

This week’s Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas highlights enor-
mous growth in robotics in a range 
of fields.

Meet Bo and Yana, for example 
– they’re cute robots that can fit in 
your hand and help teach youngsters 
about programming.

“It’s all about programmable 
play,” said Vikas Gupta, founder of 
California-based i-Play, which de-
signed the toys.

The duo can play with each other, 
fight, display expressions with their 
single eye, or even hit notes on the 
xylophone.

“Music becomes a way for kids to 
be engaged,” Mr Gupta told AFP.

“We want kids to learn program-
ming and not be bothered with cog-
nitive overload.”

The robots are designed for chil-
dren as young as five, and are being 
launched this year in a crowdfunding 
effort, the former Google and Ama-
zon executive said.

But play is just one of the many 
areas of robotics on display at the 
show, from simple one-task robots 
designed to clean a roof gutter or 
barbecue grillto those that can be a 
kind of companion to the elderly.

There are also so-called telepres-
ence robots, including the Double 
Robotics device seen on TV shows 
such as NCIS:LOS.

The Double Robotics gadget in-

cludes an iPad attached to a wheeled 
device that allows a telecommuter to 
show “face time” in the office even 
when working remotely. The results, 
at least on television, can often pro-
vide comic relief.

The global market for consumer 
robots was $1.6 billion in 2012, domi-
nated by the task and entertainment 
segments, according to ABI Re-
search, but this is expected to grow 
to $6.5 billion in 2017 with security 
and telepresence becoming more  
significant.

ABI analyst Philip Solis said ro-
botics is moving slower than seg-
ments like tablets and smartphones, 
and is dominated by single-task      
robots.

But the big news in this field, he 
said, is Google’s acquisition of sev-
eral robotics firms, which could help 
boost the artificial intelligence need-
ed for multi-tasking robots.

From the Japanese firm AIST 
is an interactive robot called Paro 
– designed to look like a baby harp 
seal – to simulate animal therapy 
for people in hospitals and extended 
care facilities where live animals are 
banned.

Paro has five sensors – tactile, 
light, audition, temperature and pos-
ture – and responds to being stroked 
and to its name.

One of the crowd-pleasers is the 
“humanoid” Robo-Thespian from the 
British-based group Engineered Arts.

Thespian can make hand-ges-
tures, and can deliver speeches – 
with a British accent. 

To make it life-like, the robot has 

pneumatic actuators “so its move-
ments are more fluid”, said engineer 
Morgan Roe. “We try to avoid having 
it look robotic.”

The robot can be used at muse-
ums and exhibits, where Thespian 

can deliver a soliloquy and direct 
people. But, at this point, he can’t in-
teract in the manner of Apple’s Siri or 
Google Now.

“We are working on it,” Mr Roe 
said. – AFP

A boy plays with a robot presented by Future Robots during the 2014 
International CES at the Las Vegas Convention Center on January 7 in Las 
Vegas, Nevada. Photo: AFP

Robots invade consumer market
lAs VegAspAris

SCIENTISTS in Switzerland last week 
said they can create electronic chips so 
flexible they can be wrapped around a 
human hair.

The technique entails building an 
electronic circuit on top of a sandwich 
of polyvinyl layers perched on a hard 
base. 

The wafer is then placed in water, 
which dissolves two of the polyvinyl 
layers and causes the base to be re-
leased, sinking to the bottom of the 
lab dish.

The transistors continue to work 
even when wrapped around a human 
hair, which is about 0.05mm thick, ac-
cording to the research published in 
the journal Nature Communications.

The ultra-bendable chip may 
have medical uses, and has already 
been tested on an artificial eye in 
the lab.

It was added to a contact lens to 
provide a monitor for glaucoma, in 
which pressure builds up dangerously 
in the eyeball, said the team.

The invention also has many other 
potential outlets, from flexible solar 
cells to wearable bio-sensors, they 
said.

The electronics “can be transferred 
on any object, surface and on biologi-
cal tissues like human skin and plant 
leaves”, according to the study led by 
Giovanni Salvatore at the Swiss Fed-
eral Institute of Technology in Zurich 
(ETZ). 

      – AFP

New chip 
fits around 
a single hair
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GOVERNMENT forces pressed on Jan-
uary 10 with an offensive to wrest back 
South Sudan’s main oil hub from rebel 
forces as Washington voiced fears the 
nation it helped establish was already 
collapsing.

The worst fighting centred around 
Bentiu, where forces loyal to for-
mer vice president Riek Machar 
have been holding off the army of                         

President Salva Kiir, leaving the oil 
town ransacked and emptied of its 
civilian population.

The United Nations, which shelters 
more than 8000 people at its Bentiu 
compound, said its mission in South 
Sudan had cut off military links with 
the government and was ready to fend 
off any attack. UN deputy spokesper-
son Farhan Haq said the outcome of 

the battle for Bentiu, capital of Unity 
state, was “unclear and fluid”.

He said there are now more than 
60,000 people at UN compounds 
across South Sudan, half of them in 
Juba and another 9000 in Bor, the 
rebel-held capital of Jonglei state.

In total, there are now probably 
more than a quarter-million people 
displaced by the fighting, UN peace-
keeping chief Herve Ladsous said, af-
ter briefing the UN Security Council 
on the crisis.

No current figures on a death toll 
were available, Mr Ladsous added, but 
he estimated it was “very substantially 
in excess” of the 1000 deaths the UN 
reported just after conflict erupted on 
December 15.

An army spokesperson said on Jan-
uary 9 troops loyal to Kiir had closed in 
on Bentiu. He also reported that com-
bat was raging some 15 kilometres (9 
miles) from Bor, the only other major 
town in rebel hands, around 200 kilo-
metres north of the capital Juba.

With peace talks in neighbouring 
Ethiopia at a deadlock, Washington 
said South Sudan risked imploding, 
less than three years after gaining in-
dependence from Khartoum in July 
2011. – AFP

Three children walk through a spontaneous camp for internally displaced 
persons in Juba on January 9. Photo: AFP

JUBA

South Sudan loyalist forces close in on 
rebel-held oil hub amid border chaos

Thousands of African asylum-seekers who entered Israel illegally via Egypt stage a protest in Tel Aviv on January 5, slamming the Jewish state’s 
long-term detention of illegal immigrants. The demonstrators denounced the refusal of the authorities to grant them refugee status, as well as the 
holding of several hundred in detention centres.
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India anti-corruption hotline 
overwhelmed by calls on first day
AN anti-corruption hotline launched 
by the Indian capital’s new graft-bust-
ing government was overwhelmed by 
thousands of calls on its first day, with 
the city’s top politician saying the re-
sponse exceeded “all expectations”.

India’s corruption fighter and 
newly elected chief minister Arvind 
Kejriwal said the graft hotline aimed 
at stopping rampant corruption 
among bureaucrats received 3904 
calls in the first seven hours of opera-
tion on January 9.

“We congratulate the people of 
Delhi. Everyone has become an anti-
corruption ‘sting’ operator,” the leader 
of the Aam Aadmi (Common Man) 
Party, told reporters last week.

The number of callers “exceeded all 
expectations”, he added.

“This will make corrupt people 
fearful of taking a bribe,” he added.

Indians routinely complain they 
are forced to pay bribes to obtain eve-
rything from marriage certificates to 
driving licences to death certificates.

The hotline, open from 8am to 
10pm, counsels people what to do 
if any government official asks for a 
bribe to do his duty.

Mr Kejriwal said the hotline cen-
tre could handle just 824 of the calls 
Thursday and it would double staff to 
30 to handle the flood of callers.

Critics have said they fear the anti-
corruption activism being encouraged 
by the new state government could de-
scend into a form of vigilantism.

The Mail Today newspaper re-
ported on January 10 that sales of spy-
cams and other surveillance equip-
ment had surged as citizens looked to 
trap corrupt officials on camera.

Mr Kejriwal’s performance is being 
closely watched, with some saying his 
party’s advent could mark the start of 
a bigger movement to break the grip 
of the two main parties, Congress, and 
the Bharatiya Janata Party, on national 
politics.

The Aam Aadmi Party plans to con-
test seats in the general elections due 
in a few months after its success in the 
Delhi state polls in which it routed the 
scandal-tainted Congress party which 
rules at the national level.

The symbol of the rookie party, 
founded just a year ago, is a broom – 
to sweep away India’s endemic culture 
of corruption and bribery.

Mr Kejriwal has told citizens to 
record conversations with corrupt 
bureaucrats and use the recordings 
as “proof” to complain to the anti-cor-
ruption squad.

As a result of the calls, “we carried 
out ‘stings’ in 38 cases. We are confi-
dent of the results,” he said.

“Everyone has a phone and can 
send you to prison,” Mr Kejriwal 
said in a warning to bribe-seeking              
bureaucrats. – AFP

Indian President Pranab Mukherjee gestures during the Valedictory Session of 
the 12th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2014. Photo: AFP

TRADEMARK CAUTION NOTICE

TIRTH ARGO TECHNOLOGY PRIVATE LIMITED,  a   
corporation organized under  the laws  of INDIA, carrying on 
business as having  its principal office at SHAKTIMAN, Survey 
No 108/1, Plot No B, At: Bhunava, Near Govardhan Ginning, 
National Highway 8B, After Bharudi Toll Plaza, Tal: Gondal, 
Rajkot-360311. Gujarat, India is the owner and   sole   proprietor 
of the following Trademark:-

Reg. No. 4/8115/2013
Used in respect of:- Rotary Tillers, Parts and Accessories thereof, 
All kind of Agricultural implements other than hand-operated, 
Spares and Blades (Parts of Machines) 

Any unauthorised use, imitation, infringements or fraudulent 
intentions of the above mark will
be dealt with according to the law.           

Tin Ohnmar Tun  & The Law Chambers 
Ph: 0973150632
Email: law_chambers@seasiren.com.mm
(For, H K ACHARYA & COMPANY, India)
Dated: 13th January, 2014



37

Syrian rebel group 
takes stronhold 
linked to al-Qaeda 
WoRLD 45

thailand to roll out 
thousands of troops 
ahead of protests
WoRLD 38

Cambodian garment 
workers dying for a 
pay rise
WoRLD 39

 sYDNEY

Thousands of African asylum-seekers who entered Israel illegally via Egypt stage a protest in Tel Aviv on January 5, slamming the Jewish state’s 
long-term detention of illegal immigrants. The demonstrators denounced the refusal of the authorities to grant them refugee status, as well as the 
holding of several hundred in detention centres.

BEIJING on January 10 rejected US 
criticism of a measure requiring for-
eign fishing vessels to secure permis-
sion to enter much of the South China 
Sea, which it claims almost in its en-
tirety.

The rule – which comes as tensions 
have escalated over overlapping claims 
with the Philippines, Vietnam and oth-
er nations – was called “provocative” by 
the US.

But it is largely identical to an ex-
isting measure from 2004, and reports 
said similar rules had also been de-
clared in 1998 and 1993.

As well as the South China Sea dis-
pute, Beijing is embroiled in a bitter 
row with Japan over small uninhabited 
islands in the East China Sea.

Beijing insisted the latest move was 
aimed at protecting fishing resources.

“We express dissatisfaction and op-
position” to the US reaction, Chinese 
foreign ministry spokespersonHua 
Chunying said at a regular press brief-
ing.

“If someone insists on calling 
technical revisions to a local fishing 
regulation that has already been imple-
mented for years a matter of regional 
tension, a threat to regional stability, 
then all I can say is, this is either a lack 
of basic common sense or some ulterior 
motive.”

The measure took effect last week 
after being passed in November by Chi-
na’s southern island province of Hain-
an, and echoed previous rules making 
the same demand.

It states that foreign fishing vessels 
and individuals entering Hainan-ad-
ministered waters “should obtain per-
mission from the relevant authority”.

The rule applies to 2 million square 
kilometres (772,000 square miles) of 
waters covered by Hainan, the offi-

cial Xinhua news agency reported last 
month, without specifying the exact 
area or potential enforcement meas-
ures.

But that total area accounts for a 
large part of the South China Sea, por-
tions of which are also claimed by the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei 

and Taiwan.
The US State Department spokes-

person Jen Psaki on January 9 called 
the move a “provocative and potential-
ly dangerous act”.

The Philippines’ foreign depart-
ment said in a statement on January 10 
it was “gravely concerned” by the move.

Separately, China is facing growing 
tensions with fellow Asian giant Japan 
over islands in the East China Sea that 
have raised concerns of an unintended 
conflict.

China’s declaration of an Air De-
fence Identification Zone (ADIZ) over 
an area covering the disputed islands 
triggered an international furore in No-
vember.

The ADIZ requires foreign aircraft 
to declare their intentions and main-
tain communications with Chinese au-
thorities or face unspecified “defensive 
emergency measures”. – AFP

A cargo ship swept ashore at the height of Super Typhoon Haiyan rests amongst 
debris and destroyed houses in the coastal city of Tacloban. Photo: AFP

BEIJING

China defends new South China 
Sea fishing regulations

‘We express 
dissatisfaction and 
opposition [to the 
US reaction].’

Hua Chunying 
China Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson

AUSTRALIAN Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott on January 10 likened the 
fight against people-smugglers to war, 
while defending the detention centres 
asylum-seekers are held in as effective 
and humanely run.

Indonesian officials say the Austral-
ian navy has turned back at least one 
boat carrying asylum-seekers to its 
shores, although The Australian news-
paper said as many as five have been 
secretly returned.

Mr Abbott’s conservative govern-
ment has refused to reveal details of 
the incidents or other “operational 
matters”, sparking claims from the La-
bor opposition that it is overseeing a 
“Stalinist”-style media blackout.

“In the end, we are in a fierce con-
test with these people-smugglers,” he 
told a breakfast television program.

“And if we were at war, we 
wouldn’t be giving out information 
that is of use to the enemy just be-
cause we might have an idle curiosity 
about it ourselves.”

Mr Abbott said he would not re-
lease information which would be 
exploited by people-smugglers to 
the peril of their customers “and to 
the tremendous disadvantage of our 
country”.

The conservative Liberal Party lead-
er, who won power in September polls 
after campaigning to “stop the boats”, 
has introduced the military-led Opera-
tion Sovereign Borders to crack down 
on asylum-seekers coming by boat.

Under the policy, Australia will 
turn back boats to Indonesia when it 
is safe to do so, while those who reach 

Australian territory will be processed 
within 48 hours and quickly sent to Pa-
cific island camps on Nauru or Papua 
New Guinea.

Australia’s tough policies have irked 
Jakarta, which has warned that turn-
ing boats back could breach Indone-
sian territorial sovereignty.

Rights groups have also criticised 
the camps and the process under 
which the asylum-seekers are dealt 
with, but Mr Abbott defended them.

“We don’t apologise for the fact that 
they’re not five-star or even three-star 
hotels. Nevertheless we are confident 
that we are well and truly discharging 
our humanitarian obligations,” he said.

“People are housed, they’re clothed, 
they’re fed, they’re given medical at-
tention. They’re kept as safe as we can 
make it for them. But we want them 
to go back to the country from which 
they came.”

Mr Abbott said the vast majority of 
asylum-seekers arriving by boat were 
economic migrants.

“Let’s remember that every single 
one of the recent arrivals has come 
to Australia through a series of other 
countries where they could easily have 
claimed asylum but they choose not 
to do that because they are seeking a 
migration outcome here in Australia,” 
he said.

The number of asylum-seekers 
coming to Australia by boat has 
dropped dramatically under the new 
government, which has maintained 
the previous Labor administration’s 
policy of sending all arrivals to Nauru 
and PNG. – AFP

PM likens fight against 
people-smuggling to war
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NEARLY 15,000 police and soldiers 
will be deployed in the Thai capital 
next week for the planned “shutdown” 
of Bangkok by demonstrators trying 
to overthrow the government, officials 
said on January 8.

Prime Minister Yingluck Shina-
watra has called February elections 
following weeks of opposition street 
protests. But the demonstrators have 
vowed to block the vote, which they 
fear will only prolong the political 
dominance of her billionaire family.

The protesters say they will occupy 
the capital from January 13 until they 
win their battle to topple the govern-
ment.

They plan to set up stages around 
the city, preventing officials from go-
ing to work and cutting off power and 
water to state buildings.

The government is mobilising 
14,880 police and soldiers for the mass 
rally, national police spokesperson Piya 
Uthayo said in a televised briefing.

“Our goal is to prevent any violence 
or clashes,” he said.

Thai stocks and the baht currency 
have fallen sharply on concerns that 
the deepening crisis will scare off for-
eign tourists and international invest-
ment.

Singapore Airlines has already can-
celled 19 flights to Bangkok between 
14 January and 25 February.

Bangkok city authorities have in-
structed 146 schools to close on Mon-
day because of the shutdown.

Officials say the government is 
ready to declare a state of emergency 
if needed to deal with any unrest, fol-
lowing several outbreaks of street 
violence in which eight people, includ-
ing a policeman, have been killed and 
hundreds wounded.

Critics say the protesters want to 

provoke fresh clashes in the hope of 
triggering a military coup on the pre-
text of restoring order – an accusation 
the demonstrators deny.

Thailand has been periodically 
shaken by political bloodshed since 
Ms Yingluck’s older brother Thaksin 
Shinawatra was toppled by royalist 
generals in a coup seven years ago.

The demonstrators, who largely 
comprise southerners, royalists, mid-
dle-class Thais and the urban elite, 
accuse the billionaire tycoon-turned-
politician of corruption, and say he 
controls his sister’s government from 
his self-exile in Dubai.

They want an unelected “people’s 
council” to run the country to oversee 
vague reforms, such as an end to al-
leged “vote-buying” through populist 
policies, before new elections are held 
in around 12 to 18 months.

Yingluck’s government still enjoys 
strong support in the north and north-
east of the country and is expected to 
win the February 2 election if it goes 
ahead.

The recent civil strife is the worst 
since 2010, when more than 90 people 
were killed in a bloody military crack-
down on pro-Thaksin Red Shirt pro-
tests under the previous government.

Ex-deputy premier Suthep Thaug-
suban was due in court January 8 to 
face a murder indictment over those 
deaths, but he asked for another post-
ponement because he is leading the 
current protests.

If he fails to appear again prosecu-
tors will seek an warrant for his ar-
rest, the attorney general’s office said, 
in addition to an existing warrant for 
insurrection for trying to topple the 
government. – AFP

A Thai police officer (centre) holds a rifle used to fire tear gas canisters as part of 
a demonstration of crowd-control techniques on January 7. Photo: AFP
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Thailand to deploy 
15,000 police, troops SIXTEEN Indonesians have died and 

nine are fighting for their lives after 
drinking bootleg alcohol to celebrate 
New Year’s Eve on the main island of 
Java, police said Monday.

Police have arrested a couple who 
are suspected of producing and dis-
tributing the alcohol to roadside stalls 
in the town of Mojokerto in eastern 
Java, where the victims bought it.

It is thought the locally produced 
alcohol – believed to be made from 
palm tree sap or rice – contained poi-
sonous methanol, Awi Setiyono, police 
spokesperson for East Java province, 
told AFP.

Those that drank the alcohol to cel-
ebrate New Year began falling ill in the 
following days and the first death was 
recorded on Friday, said Setiyono.

A total of 16 people have now died 
– including two on January 6 – and 
nine people are in critical condition in 

local hospitals, he said.
“We suspect that the drink con-

tains methanol but we can only con-
firm that after we have the results of 
laboratory tests,” he said.

The couple that were arrested are 
in police custody, he added.

There have been many previous 
cases where alcohol containing meth-
anol – which is sometimes added to 
drinks to make them stronger – has 
proved fatal in Indonesia.

In 2009, 25 people including four 
foreigners died after drinking metha-
nol-laced palm wine on the resort is-
land of Bali.

The small proportion of those who 
consume alcohol in Muslim-majority 
Indonesia sometimes opt for home-
made drinks, because legally produced 
alcohol, most of it imported,  is rela-
tively expensive as it is heavily taxed. 

– AFP

16 Indonesians die 
from bootleg alcohol

‘Leaky’ A380 door in 
Singapore Airline crash
A MALFUNCTIONING door is the fo-
cus of an investigation into why a Sin-
gapore Airlines Airbus 380 superjum-
bo was forced to make an emergency 
landing in Azerbaijan, the carrier said 
on January 8.

Nearly 500 passengers arrived 
in Singapore on January 7 in an A380 
relief jet after their original flight from 
London to Singapore was forced to 
land in capital Baku due to a loss in 
cabin pressure.

“The root cause of the incident 
is being investigated and a team of 

specialists from Airbus will be assist-
ing,” an airline spokesperson said in 
a statement.

“We are focusing on a door on the 
main deck that appears to have suf-
fered a leak, leading to the change in 
cabin pressure,” he said.

Passengers had spoken of noise com-
ing from one door as the aircraft came 
in to land in the central Asian republic.

The A380 is the world’s larg-
est commercial aircraft and Singa-
pore Airlines was its debut customer 
in 2007. – AFP
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BANGLADESH’S newly elected law-
makers took their parliamentary oath 
on January 9 after an election con-
demned by critics as a farce and with 
feuding political leaders still locked in 
a deadly confrontation.

Led by current Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, members of parlia-
ment from the ruling Awami League 
and lawmakers from her allies were 
sworn in, parliament spokesperson 
Joynal Abedin told AFP.

“Only a few MPs could not take the 
oath in time. They’ll be sworn in later 
today,” Mr Abedin said.

The Awami League won 232 of 300 
seats in Sunday’s parliamentary polls, 
which were boycotted by the opposi-
tion and hit by the deadliest election 
violence in the country’s history.

Analysts say the new assembly 
could be short-lived since Ms Hasina 
faces a worsening political crisis and 
mounting calls for new polls from 
the international community and the     
opposition.

The opposition, led by two-time 
former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia 
who is under de facto house arrest, 
called for a non-stop blockade of 
roads, rail and waterways from Janu-
ary 14 to topple the government.

The blockade was only partially im-
posed in the capital, with many activ-
ists behind bars after a crackdown by 
security forces in the weeks before the 
election.

Mr Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party called the weekend vote a farce 
and the United States said it lacked 
credibility.

A total of 153 Awami League mem-
bers or allies were elected unopposed 
as a result of an opposition boycott, 
imposed over Ms Hasina’s decision to 
change the electoral system.

Ms Hasina, daughter of the coun-
try’s independence hero Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman, was later elected the 
leader of parliament and would now 
form a government by Sunday, her 
spokesperson Iqbal Sobhan Chowd-
hury told AFP.

“Her cabinet is expected to take 
oath at 3:30pm Sunday,” he added.

Ms Hasina has vowed to bring sta-
bility after crippling opposition pro-
tests that have left around 180 dead 
since October.

At least 26 people were killed dur-
ing the election, making it the bloodi-
est vote in Bangladesh’s 43-year his-
tory, while hundreds of opposition 
supporters torched or trashed polling 
stations.

After two weeks confined to her 
home, security was relaxed outside 
Mr Zia’s house on the evening of Janu-
ary 8, but it was unclear whether she 
would be allowed to leave.

New York-based group Human 
Rights Watch on January 9 accused 
the government of arbitrary arrests of 
“perhaps hundreds” of opposition par-
ty members and said the crackdown 
continued even after the elections.

“While in some cases the govern-
ment has acted appropriately to stop 
violence by some opposition forces, 
this spate of arrests is part of a pattern 
of weakening critics, limiting dissent, 
and consolidating ruling party power,” 
said Brad Adams, HRW’s Asia director.

“The Awami League claims that 
it is the leading democratic party 
in Bangladesh, but there is nothing 
democratic about this kind of wide-
spread crackdown on critics.”

Mr Zia has demanded the polls be 
declared void and that new elections 
be held under a neutral government 
headed by a caretaker leader. – AFP

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks during a press conference 
after the national election in Dhaka on January 6. Photo: AFP
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Deadlocked Bangladesh 
swears in parliament

Cambodian workers 
dying for a pay rise
CAMBODIAN workers demanding 
higher wages to toil in factories mak-
ing Gap jeans and Nike trainers have 
found themselves on the frontline of 
a bloody crackdown on dissent by 
strongman premier Hun Sen.

Months of peaceful protests by op-
position supporters demanding new 
elections have posed little threat to 
Hun Sen, one of the world’s longest-
serving leaders.

But when striking factory workers 
began to join forces with the opposi-
tion, the ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) responded swiftly, with 
at least four workers shot dead and 
dozens wounded by security forces.

The tough tactics reflect the po-
tent political force represented by the 
hundreds of thousands of Cambodi-
an workers who stitch the clothes and 
footwear worn by many in the West.

“If the two streams of protest had 
been allowed to merge – political op-
ponents and striking workers – they 
would have presented a threat of 
enormous magnitude to the Hun Sen 
regime,” said Cambodia expert Carl 
Thayer, a professor at the University 
of New South Wales in Australia.

If the two movements come to-
gether and adopt a militant stance, 
the Hun Sen regime “can either re-
sort to brute force to crush opposi-
tion or the CPP can jettison Hun Sen 
in the hopes of clinging to power,” 
said Mr Thayer.

About 650,000 workers provide 
the backbone of Cambodia’s multi-
billion dollar garment industry – a 
key source of foreign income for the 
impoverished Southeast Asian na-
tion.

They are demanding a doubling 
of the minimum wage to US$160 a 
month, or about $8 a day. So far the 
government has offered them $100.

Safety worries are also rife in an 
industry that periodically sees mass 
fainting episodes often blamed on 
poor health, bad ventilation or expo-
sure to dangerous chemicals.

Mother-of-two Oeurn Dany, 30, 
works for up to 10 hours a day, six 
days a week, to feed her family and 
send her children to school.

“We have many difficulties to sur-
vive with the current wage,” she told 
AFP. “Workers also often get sick due 
to the conditions, including chemical 
substances on the cloth.”

Rather than a boycott, she urged 
consumers to buy more clothes made 
in Cambodia so she has enough work, 

while pressuring the brands to en-
sure fair wages and conditions.

Opposition leader Sam Rainsy has 
urged Western clothing companies 
and consumers to be responsible 
when buying what he described as 
“blood garments”.

He urged consumers in the United 
States and Europe “to check if there 
is any drop of blood in the garment 
they intend to buy”.

Hun Sen has overseen Cambodia’s 
transformation from a nation devas-
tated by the regime’s “Killing Fields” 
genocide era in the late 1970s into 
one of Southeast Asia’s most vibrant 
economies. 

The 61-year-old prime minister 
has ruled for 28 years and vowed to 
continue until he is 74.

His government is regularly ac-
cused of ignoring human rights and 
suppressing political dissent, and the 
opposition has boycotted parliament 
since July elections, alleging wide-
spread vote rigging.

Hun Sen’s critics allege that the 
deadly crackdown on striking work-
ers, some of whom were throwing 
rocks and Molotov cocktails at police, 

was a pretext for a raid the following 
day on a peaceful opposition protest 
in a Phnom Penh park.

The government has since indefi-
nitely banned demonstrations and 
the garment workers have ended 
their strike. Most have returned to 
work while some fled back to their 
villages in fear.

Despite the lull in tensions, the 
workers say the battle is not over.

“We will continue our demand for 
higher wages until we have enough 
money,” said Khim Vat, 42, who 
works at a factory producing clothes 
for brands including Nike.

“I’m very angry about the recent 
crackdown but I will join any strike 
in the future – I’m not scared.”

Pressure is mounting from inter-
national brands and labour move-
ments to avoid further bloodshed.

“We strongly oppose any form of 
violence, and urge the Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia to drive negotia-
tions among stakeholders to peace-
fully resolve this dispute,” Gap Inc, 
spokesperson Laura Wilkinson said.

H&M said it too opposed “all 
kinds of violence”, appealing for 
peaceful wage talks.

The row highlights a broader di-
lemma facing manufacturers –  how 
to balance the expectations of West-
ern consumers for affordable cloth-
ing with the demands of workers for 
a rising wage.

The Garment Manufacturers As-
sociation in Cambodia (GMAC) says 
the strikes have already cost the in-
dustry $200 million.

The risk for Cambodia is that if 
the industry becomes uncompetitive, 
the brands might take their business 
elsewhere.

With a current minimum wage of 
around $80 per month for garment 
workers, Cambodian labour costs are 
already higher than in Bangladesh, 
the world’s second largest clothes 
manufacturer, but below those of in-
dustry leader China.

By comparison, garment sector 
workers receive a minimum or aver-
age monthly wage of about $68 in 
Bangladesh, $80-$100 in Myanmar, 
$90-$130 in Vietnam and $170-$250 
in China.

“There will always be another low 
cost labour source somewhere on 
the horizon,” said Douglas Clayton, 
chief executive of Leopard Capital, 
a private-equity firm that invests in 
frontier markets. – AFP

A man helps a wounded Cambodian 
worker during a garment workers’ 
protest on January 3. Photo: AFP
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THE risk of dying from cancer in the 
United States has declined 20 percent 
over the past two decades, according to 
the American Cancer Society’s annual 
report out on January 7.

However, cancer a complex disease 
that has largely eluded attempts at a 
cure will remain a top killer in 2014, 
taking some 1600 US lives per day, it 
warned.

The group’s yearly report is based 
on data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the National 
Cancer Institute and the National Cent-
er for Health Statistics.

The most common cancers for 
women are breast, lung and colon can-
cer, while in men they are prostate, 
lung and colon cancer, it said.

Breast cancer is expected to account 
for 29pc of new cancers in women.

Lung cancer remains the most le-
thal, and is responsible for one in four 
cancer deaths among men and women 
combined.

The declining popularity of smok-
ing among US adults is the main rea-
son why cancer deaths are going down, 
said William Oh, chief of medical on-
cology at Mount Sinai hospital in New 
York.

“A big part of this decrease in mor-
tality is certainly linked to the decrease 
in cigarette smoking because we know 
that lung cancer is such a lethal disease 
that once you have it, very often you 
will die of it,” Dr Oh told AFP.

People are also being diagnosed 
sooner and receiving better treatments 
today than 20 years ago, said Dr Oh, 
who was not involved in the study.

The report predicts there will be 

1,665,540 new cancer cases and 585,720 
cancer deaths in the United States in 
2014.

Over the past 20 years, cancer death 
rates have continually declined, avoid-
ing more than 1.3 million deaths from 
1991 to 2010.

The combined cancer death rate 
registered at 215.1 per 100,000 in 1991 
but fell to 171.8 per 100,000 in 2010.

More men’s lives have been saved 
(952,700) than women’s (387,700) over 
that time span.

Women are still getting cancer at 
about the same rate, at least over the 
past five years for which data are avail-
able (2006-2010), while in men cancer 
incidence has declined 0.6pc per year.

Cancer death rates have fallen 1.8pc 
per year in men and 1.4pc in women 
over those five years. – AFP

WAsHINGToN

Cancer risk down 20pc

THE number of obese and overweight 
people in the developing world nearly 
quadrupled to almost a billion be-
tween 1980 and 2008, a think-tank 
report said last week.

There are now far more obese or 
overweight adults in the developing 
world than in richer countries, the 
Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 
said.

The London-based institute said 
more than a third of all adults around 
the world – 1.46 billion people – were 
obese or overweight.

Between 1980 and 2008, the num-
bers of people affected in the devel-
oping world rose from 250 million to 
904 million. In the developed world, 
the figure rose from 321 million to 557 
million.

“The growing rates of overweight 
and obesity in developing countries 
are alarming,” said ODI research fel-
low Steve Wiggins, who co-authored 
the Future Diets report.

“On current trends, globally, we 
will see a huge increase in the num-
ber of people suffering certain types 
of cancer, diabetes, strokes and heart 
attacks, putting an enormous burden 
on public healthcare systems.”

The report said overweight and 
obesity rates have almost doubled in 
China and Mexico since 1980, and ris-
en by a third in South Africa.

The study said the rise in obesity 
was down to diets changing in devel-
oping countries where incomes were 
rising, with people shifting away from 
cereals and tubers to eating more 
meat, fats and sugar.

The over-consumption of food, cou-
pled with increasingly sedentary lives, 
was also to blame.

The report said there seemed to be 
little will among the public and lead-
ers to take action on influencing diet 
in the future.

“Governments have focused on 
public awareness campaigns, but evi-
dence shows this is not enough,” said 
Mr Wiggins.

“The lack of action stands in stark 
contrast to the concerted public ac-
tions taken to limit smoking in devel-
oped countries.

“Politicians need to be less shy 
about trying to influence what food 
ends up on our plates. The chal-
lenge is to make healthy diets viable 
whilst reducing the appeal of foods 
which carry a less certain nutritional 
value.” 

– AFP

LoNDoN

Obesity 
ballooning in 
developing 
world

IN BRIEF

Beijing
China reports first H7N9 
bird flu death this year
China has reported its first death 
from the H7n9 bird flu virus in 2014 
after a significant drop-off in fatali-
ties following an outbreak last year.

a patient in the southern 
province of Guangdong died of the 
disease on Monday, the provincial 
health authority said on its website 
on January 7.

official statistics compiled by 
China’s health ministry show that 
by the end of october last year 
there had been 136 H7n9 cases 
and 45 deaths in the outbreak 
which began in February.

the H7n9 outbreak began 
in China in February 2013 and 
reignited fears that a virus could 
mutate to become easily trans-
missible, potentially triggering a 
pandemic.

Paris
New bacteria found in IV 
nutrient bags that caused 
French baby deaths
France’s Pasteur institut said on 
January 7 a new type of bacteria had 
been found in nutrient bags used by 
a hospital in the alps to feed babies 
intravenously and thought to be 
responsible for three deaths.

the findings came after the parents 
of the three newborns, who died on 
separate days in early december, filed 
criminal complaints for manslaughter.

analyses of several unused iV 
bags from the batch used to give the 
newborns nutrients in the hospital’s 
neonatal intensive care ward showed 
they all contained bacteria.

tests showed it was a “type of 
environmental enterobacteria that 
was unknown until now and has no 
name”, said Jean-Claude Manuguer-
ra from the Pasteur institut. – aFP

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Science Applications 
International Corporation located at 1710 SAIC Drive, McLean, 
Virginia 22102, USA (a Delaware Corporation) is the owner and 
the sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

LEIDOS
Registration No. 4/10159

That the said trade mark consists of the word(s) LEIDOS.

The above mentioned trademark is used in respect of goods and 
services: 

International Class 009; Computers, computer hardware, and 
peripheral interface equipment; computer programs and software; 
x-ray, digital imaging, ultrasonic, gamma-ray, and radiographic 
devices used for inspection, testing, and measurement; radiation 
detection instrument; health and safety monitoring instruments; 
automatic identification equipment for tracking railcars and 
shipments via radio frequency identification tags; radio frequency 
identification tags; standalone and hand-held readers; programmers; 
transponder; electronic data logs; transmitters; tsunami detection 
buoys; automated license plate reading systems; audio and video 
recorders; optical character resolution inspection systems; intercoms; 
communications amplifiers and accessories; cable assemblies; radio 
for unmanned vehicles; global positioning systems; display panels; 
LCD displays; display terminals; workstations.

International Class 035; Management consulting services in the 
field of supply chain management; business process consulting; and 
business consultation services in the field of knowledge management 
and information technology.

International Class 041; Computer education training; technical 
training in fields of troubleshooting of computer hardware 
and software problems, monitoring of network systems, and 
providing back-up computer programs and facilities; educational 
services, namely, conducting classes, conferences, seminars, 
workshops in the field of  security training and environmental and 
regulatory compliance support; training in the field of spectral 
imaging,  weather forecasting, software development, modeling 
and simulation technology, customer relationship management, 
distributed enterprise management, enterprise resource  planning, the 
environment, electronic commerce solutions, health care, imaging, 
information technology, knowledge management, transportation, 
aviation, computer hardware, security, computer network design 
and application development for others, implementing network 
pages for others.

International Class 042; Basic and applied research services in the 
fields of health, telecommunications, national security, environment, 
space, transportation, and law enforcement; computer systems 
integration services; computer systems engineering services; 
computer and telecommunications network design for others and 
integration services; engineering services; engineering services 

in the field of environmental remediation; technical engineering 
and consulting support services; business and technical support 
services, namely, developing technologies for others in the fields 
of artificial intelligence, spectral imaging, inspections technologies, 
weather forecasting, software development, data source integration, 
modeling and simulation technology, biomedical research, contact 
centers in the nature of network systems for  supporting customer 
interactions via multiple channels and multiple media, customer 
relationship management, data mining and data warehousing, 
distributed enterprise management, energy, enterprise resource 
planning, the environment, ecommerce solutions, health care,  
imaging, information technology, knowledge management, 
maritime markets, IT outsourcing, supply chain management, 
telecommunication, transportation, wireless products and services, 
aviation and unmanned vehicles, computer hardware, safety 
and security and transportation, computer network design and 
application development for others, implementing network web 
pages for others; integration of computer systems and networks 
for others; computer software design and development services 
for others; advanced research and development services for others 
in the fields of health, telecommunications, national security, 
energy, environment, space, transportation, law enforcement, 
and financial services; information systems and website security 
services; computer hardware development services; registration, 
transfer, and account management services of domain names for 
identification of user on a global computer network, management, 
analysis, maintenance, and warehousing of  data in the fields of 
health, national security, energy, environment, space, transportation, 
and law enforcement; computer project and program management; 
new product development services for others; testing and design of 
new products development services for others; testing and design of 
new products for others, and business-related policy development 
for others and public policy development for others in the fields of 
health, national security, energy, environment, space, transportation, 
and law enforcement; electronic commerce services, namely, data 
encryption services, namely, troubleshooting of computer hardware 
and software problems, monitoring of network systems, and 
providing back-up computer programs and facilities; consultation 
in the field of assessing, correcting in managing computer network 
vulnerabilities and cyber security operations.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal action 
will be taken against any person or persons who act in infringement 
of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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ANKARA

THE European Union voiced its con-
cern on January 8 over the political 
turmoil convulsing Turkey as the 
government conducted a new mass 
purge of senior police officers.

In its strongest comments yet on 
the widening corruption scandal en-
gulfing Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, the EU called for Turkish 
authorities to ensure they acted im-
partially.

The turmoil has rocked Mr Erdog-
an’s government to its very core just 
weeks before crucial local elections in 
March and has sent Turkish financial 
markets tumbling.

In the latest development, 16 po-
lice chiefs in several major cities in-
cluding Ankara, Izmir, Antalya and 
Diyarbakir as well as the deputy head 
of national security were fired Janu-
ary 8 under a decree signed by Inte-
rior Minister Efkan Ala.

The latest purge came just a day 
after the government fired 350 police 
officers in the capital Ankara – bring-
ing the total number sacked to over 
700 since mid-December when the 
graft scandal broke, according to lo-
cal media tallies.

News reports said on January 7 
that another 25 people had been de-
tained on suspicion of bribery and 
fraud in the widening corruption 
probe that has targeted several key 
Erdogan allies.

One of the main prosecutors in the 
probe, Zekeriya Oz, has also been re-
assigned following media reports of a 
Dubai holiday paid for by a Turkish 
construction company.

“If allegations [of wrongdoing] are 
proven, I will resign. But if they are 
proven to be baseless, I expect this 
honourable act from those who make 
these accusations against me,” Mr Oz 
said in a statement.

Mr Oz also said he met with two 
legal officials sent by the prime min-
ister who urged him to end the cor-
ruption probe.

“They told me that the prime min-
ister is very angry at me. They asked 
me to halt the probe and to write a 
letter to apologise to the prime min-
ister,” Mr Oz said about the meeting 
in a hotel in the western province of 
Bursa.

Mr Erdogan, currently in Japan on 
an official visit, denied Mr Oz’s allega-
tion.

“The statements made by Zekeriya 
Oz are lies and slander. It is out of the 
question that I sent him members of 
the high judiciary,” Mr Erdogan said 
in a written statement.

Mehmet Tezkan, a columnist with 
the liberal Milliyet newspaper, wrote 
that Turkey was going through “one 
of the deepest crises in its history. If 

the allegations are true, it means that 
the government is rotten to the core.”

The EU, which Turkey has long 
aspired to join, said the crisis was a 
“cause of concern”.

“We urge Turkey, as a candidate 
country committed to the political 
criteria of accession, including the 
application of the rule of law, to take 
all the necessary measures to ensure 
that allegations of wrongdoing are 
addressed without discrimination or 
preference in a transparent and im-
partial manner,” the bloc said in a 
statement.

“The government is in charge. 
We will never let the political and 
economic stability of Turkey be dis-
turbed,” Deputy Prime Minister Ali 
Babacan said.

Battling to contain the biggest 
threat to his 11 years in power, Mr 
Erdogan has branded the investiga-
tion a “dirty” plot to try to topple his 
Islamic-rooted government.

He and his allies have blamed sup-
porters of a powerful Muslim cleric 
who lives in exile in the United States 
but wields considerable influence 
in Turkey’s judiciary and police.

The crisis erupted in December 
when dozens of leading businessmen 
and political figures – including the 
sons of three ministers – were de-
tained.

Mr Erdogan was forced into a ma-
jor cabinet reshuffle after the three 
ministers concerned resigned and the 

government has since gone on the of-
fensive to root out foes in the police 
and judiciary.

Mr Erdogan’s critics accuse him of 
desperately trying to protect cronies 
caught up in the investigation which 
has focused on alleged bribery in con-
struction projects and illicit money 
transfers by a state-owned bank to 
sanctions-hit Iran.

Media reports have said Mr Erdog-
an’s son was also set to be rounded 
up last month but the prosecutor in-
volved was subsequently removed.

“There are some allegations about 
the sons of ministers. The court is 
dealing with this. If there are unlaw-
ful actions, corruption or bribery, 
this will eventually be revealed. But 
we cannot take allegations as fact,” 
Huseyin Celik, spokesperson for the 
ruling AKP party, told reporters.

In a new twist to the increasingly 
complex powerplay, Turkey’s top ju-
dicial body, the Supreme Board of 
Judges and Prosecutors (HSYK), said 
on January 7 it would investigate al-
legations that the new Istanbul po-
lice chief was blocking prosecutors 
from carrying out further arrests, as 
well as alleged misconduct by pros-
ecutors.

Turkey’s financial markets remain 
jittery, with the Istanbul stock mar-
ket down slightly while the dollar 
rebounded fractionally from an all-
time low hit on January 6. 

– AFP

Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks during a press conference 
in Ankara. Photo: AFP

EU voices concern 
on Turkey graft scandal 

PARIs

MANY countries in Europe face a wor-
rying lack of crop-pollinating honey-
bees, a problem caused mainly by an 
EU policy shift in favour of biofuels, 
scientists warned on January 9.

“Europe as a whole only has two-
thirds of the honeybee colonies it 
needs, with a deficit of more than 
13.4 million colonies – equivalent to 
around 7 billion bees,” they said.

Researchers at the University of 
Reading in southern England com-
pared the number of beehives in 41 
European countries with pollination 
demand from 2005 to 2010.

In 22 countries, honeybees were un-
able meet demand, they found – with 
farmers increasingly having to rely on 
bumblebees and other wild insects.

The situation was best in Turkey, 
Greece and the Balkans, where there 
was a strong tradition of beekeeping, 
and supply met at least 90 percent of 
demand.

It was worst in the former Soviet 
Baltic republics and in Britain, with 
less than 25pc, and in France and Ger-
many, with 25pc to 50pc.

As a result, farmers relied more 
and more on wild pollinators rather 
than domesticated honeybees, whose 
services they rent during pollination 
time.

This growing dependence is worry-
ing, given the fluctuations in wild in-
sect populations and their vulnerabil-
ity to intensive mono-culture farming 
with few flowering plants to offer food 

or shelter, the study said.
“We face a catastrophe in future 

years unless we act now,” said Simon 
Potts, who led the investigation.

“Wild pollinators need greater pro-
tection. They are the unsung heroes of 
the countryside, providing a critical 
link in the food chain for humans and 
doing work for free.”

According to a 2009 estimate, in-
sect pollination contributes 153 billion 
euros (US$208 billion) to the global 
value of crops.

The new probe, published in the 
US journal PLOS ONE, said the gap in 
bee supply and demand lay with a 38 
percent increase in the planted area of 
oilseed crops, such as rapeseed, sun-
flower and soybean. – AFP

Billions of bees wanted for Europe farms

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

LOOK INSIDE
Registration No. 4/10154

That the said trade mark consists of the word(s) LOOK INSIDE.

The above mentioned trade mark is to be used in respect of:

Electronic security apparatus and surveillance  apparatus; 
computerized telecommunications and networking equipment; 
computer hardware  and soft ware; computer firmware; computers; 
computer installations; personal digital assistants; integrated 
circuits; computer chip sets; semiconductor  processors; 
microprocessors; computer memories; operating systems; data 
processor; central processing units; computer peripherals; storage 
devices, including flash drives; security systems for computer 
hardware and software, including firewalls, network access server 
hardware for creating and maintaining firewalls, virtual private 
network (vpn) computer hardware and computer server operating 
software for creating and maintaining firewalls; printed circuits; 
telecommunications equipment and computer networks; electronic 
control devices for the interface and control of computers and 
global computer and telecommunications  networks with television  
and cable broadcasts and equipment; apparatus for testing and 
programming integrated  circuits; downloadable electronic 
publications; structural parts and fitting for all the aforesaid goods; 
instructional manuals sold as a unit with the aforementioned goods.     

Training services in the fields of networks , computers, software, 
microprocessors and information technology; entertainment 
services, organizing exhibitions for computer  gaming; providing 
on-line computer  games; providing on-line publications; 
education services; providing  an on-line library of digital 
images; photographic and image library services; developing and 
disseminating educational material straining services in the field 
of online business solutions.

Computer network management services; hosting of digital content 
on the internet; customization of web software, and computer 
user interface design for others; consulting services; providing 
temporary use of non-downloadable software for enhancing and 
providing real-time transfer, transmission, reception, processing 
and digitizing of audio and video graphics information; providing 
temporary use of non-downloadable software for processing, 
storage, retrieval, transmission, display, input, output, compressing, 
decompressing, modifying, broadcasting and printout of data; 
providing temporary use of non-downloadable software for use 
in providing multiple user access; providing temporary use of 
non-downloadable software tools for the facilitation of third party 
software applications; custom computer software and hardware 
development, design and consulting services; designing and 
developing standards for others in the design and implementation 
of computer software, computer hardware and telecommunications 
equipment; providing customers and technicians with information 
relating to computer project management.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal action 
will be taken against any person or persons who act in infringement 
of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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THE United States on January 7 ac-
cused Iran of helping “brutalise” Syria 
as Secretary of State John Kerry pre-
pared to talk to Russia about Tehran’s 
potential role at a peace conference.

Mr Kerry will meet in Paris on 
January 13 with Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov to discuss wheth-
er Iran should take part in the confer-
ence later this month in Switzerland 
aimed at ending the nearly three-year-
old war in Syria, the State Department 
said.

Russia – like Iran a supporter of 
Syria’s embattled President Bashar al-
Assad – supports participation by Teh-
ran. Mr Kerry, who has negotiated a 
thaw with Iran on its disputed nuclear 
program, earlier said that the clerical 

regime could play a role in the Syria 
conference from the “sidelines”.

But UN leader Ban Ki-moon did 
not include Iran in his invitations to 
30 countries and the United States 
on Tuesday renewed calls for Iran to 
state that it would support a process 
in which Mr Assad would ultimately 
step down.

“At this point, Iran has done noth-
ing but helped the regime, help bring 
foreign fighters in, help the regime’s 
efforts to brutalise the Syrian people,” 
State Department spokesperson Jen 
Psaki told reporters.

“If they wanted to send a message 
to the world about their seriousness 
of having a positive outcome, there 
are steps they could take. There’s no 

indication that they have any desire or 
interest in taking any of these steps,” 
she said.

Iran, run by Shiite clerics, consid-
ers Mr Assad its main Arab ally. Mr 
Assad, a member of the heterodox 
Alawite sect, is fighting Sunni rebels 
who enjoy support from Gulf Arab 
kingdoms.

Iran has scoffed at Mr Kerry’s of-
fer of a sideline role at the peace talks, 
saying it would only accept offers that 
respect the country’s “honour”.

Iran last year elected moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani, who has 
reached a breakthrough, but tempo-
rary, accord with the United States 
and other Western powers to freeze 
sensitive nuclear work. – AFP

WAsHINGToN

US denounces Iran’s role in Syria

NORTH Korea will hold elections to 
its rubber-stamp parliament in March, 
opening a rare window on possible 
power shifts in Pyongyang follow-
ing the recent execution of leader 
Kim Jong-Un’s uncle.

The presidium of the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Assembly (SPA) decided the elec-
tion – held every five years – would take 
place on March 9, the North’s official 
KCNA news agency said on January 8.

The last parliamentary vote – a 
highly staged process with only one ap-
proved candidate standing for each of 
the 687 districts – was held in 2009 un-
der the leadership of Mr Kim’s father, 
Kim Jong-Il.

Mr Kim succeeded his father in 
December 2011, and the candidate list 
for the March election will be closely 
watched for indications that he is seek-
ing to strengthen his grip on power.

Mr Kim has already overseen 
sweeping changes within the North’s 
ruling elite – the most dramatic exam-
ple being the purging and execution of 
his powerful uncle and political mentor 
Jang Song-Thaek last month on charg-
es of treason and corruption.

In his New Year message last week, 
Mr Kim said the country had been 
strengthened by the removal of “fac-
tionalist scum”.

Mr Jang, like many top North Ko-
rean officials, was a member of the SPA, 
and the March vote will provide an op-
portunity to see if any senior figures are 
removed from the candidates’ list.

“It will also be interesting to see 
who the new faces are, as some of them 
may be tagged for a key role under 
Kim Jong-Un,” said Kim Yeon-Chul, a 
professor at Inje University’s Unifica-
tion Department.

Cheong Seong-Chang, of the Sejong 
Institute thinktank in Seoul, said the 
election could herald a “generational 
change” under Kim Jong-Un.

The young leader celebrated his 
birthday on January 8 and is believed 
to be 30 or 31 years old.

Mr Kim was expected to mark the 
day watching an exhibition basketball 
match in Pyongyang organised by the 
eccentric ex-NBA star Dennis Rodman.

The four-time all star voiced frustra-
tion at the fact that Mr Bae’s case and 
Pyongyang’s human rights record in 
general had overshadowed the birth-
day event.

The Swiss-educated Kim Jong-Un 
is reported to be a keen basketball 
fan, with a special liking for the Chi-
cago Bulls. Mr Rodman says he views 
Mr Kim as a close friend after the two 
struck up an unlikely relationship 
when the player made his first trip to 
North Korea nearly a year ago.

Mr Kim might well be among the 
candidates in the March election, if he 

chooses to follow his father’s example 
of standing for parliament.

The rubber-stamp assembly usually 
sits twice a year for a day or two to pass 
government budgets and approve per-
sonnel changes.

The last session in April 2013 adopt-
ed a special ordinance formalising the 
country’s position as a nuclear weap-
ons state – a status that both South Ko-
rea and the United States have vowed 
not to recognise.

“We will not accept North Korea as 
a nuclear state,” US Secretary of State 
John Kerry reiterated Tuesday at a 
joint press conference in Washington 
with his South Korean counterpart Yun 
Byung-Se.

The very public purging of Mr Jang 
amounted to a rare admission of dis-
sent within North Korea and triggered 
concerns that the regime might try to 
promote unity by targeting the South.

Mr Kerry said an additional 800 
US troops would be deployed to 
South Korea for a nine-month tour 
from February.

“We will continue to modernise our 
capabilities so that we are prepared to 

face any threat,” he told reporters.
The United States already has 

28,500 troops in the South.
Both countries have rejected over-

tures from the North about resuming 
six-party talks on its nuclear program, 
insisting that Pyongyang must demon-
strate some commitment to denucleari-
sation.

Following the execution of Jang 
Song-Thaek, rumours have swirled 
around the fate of his wife, and 
Kim Jong-Un’s aunt, Kim Kyong-Hui – 
a major political operator in her own 
right.

South Korea’s Yonhap news agency 
on January 8 cited a senior government 
official as saying she was in a “critical 
condition” as the result of a heart con-
dition exacerbated by alcoholism.

Ms Kim visited Russia between Sep-
tember and October last year for medi-
cal treatment, the official said.

A leading South Korean newspaper 
reported Monday that Ms Kim may 
have already died – either of a heart at-
tack or by suicide.

She has not been seen in public 
since September. – AFP

A placard showing North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un is set on fire during an 
anti-North Korea rally marking Mr Kim’s birthday on January 8. Photo: AFP

sEoUL

North Korea ‘election’ 
may be clue to power shift

TRADE  MARK  CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Uni-Charm Corporation a joint-stock 
company duly organized under the laws of Japan, Manufacturers 
and Merchants of 182, Shimobun, Kinsei-cho, Shikokuchuo-shi, 
Ehime-ken, Japan is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following 
trademarks: -

(  Reg: No. IV/ 7282/2007)
Trademark: MAMY POKO in Thai Characters

( Reg: No. IV/ 7283/2007)
Trademark: MAMY POKO in Chinese Characters

The above two trademarks are in respect of: - “Disposable diapers or 
nappies of paper or cellulose for babies; wetting tissue papers; tissue 
paper; kitchen paper; disposable paper wipes; stationery; magazines 
[periodicals]; photograph stands; paper, cardboard and goods made 
from these materials, not included in other classes; printed matter; 
bookbinding material; photographs; adhesives for stationery or 
household purposes; artists’ materials; paint brushes; typewriters 
and office requisites (except furniture); instructional and teaching 
material (except apparatus); plastic materials for packaging (not 
included in other classes); printers’ type; printing blocks”.

(Reg: No. IV/4083/2004)
in respect of:- “Sanitary napkins, panty liners (sanitary), sanitary 
pants, menstruation tampons, napkins for incontinents, pads for 
incontinents, pants for incontinents, sanitary masks, absorbent 
cotton, and deodorants other than for personal use” – Class: 5
“Disposable diapers or nappies for baby, wetting tissue papers, 
tissue papers” – Class: 16
“Cleaning equipment, toilet utensile, housetraning sheets for pets, 
pet litters for disposal of animal wastes” – Class: 21

 (Reg. No. IV/4084/2004)

(Reg. No. IV/ 4085/2004)

(Reg. No. IV/4086/2004)

(Reg. No. IV/4087/2004)
The above 4 trademarks are in respect of: -
“Sanitary napkins, panty liners (sanitary), sanitary pants, 
menstruation tampons, napkins for incontinents, pads for 
incontinents, pants for incontinents, sanitary masks, absorbent 
cotton, and deodorants other than for personal use” – Class: 5

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademarks 
will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Uni-Charm Corporation
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon. 
Phone:  372416                                     Dated: 13th January, 2014
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Mine spill pollutes Kruger 
SOUTH African authorities revealed 
on January 7 that a phosphate mine 
spillage has caused “extensive pollu-
tion” to a river in the country’s famed 
Kruger National Park.

Park officials said “highly acidic 
water” from a dam at the Bosveld 
phosphate mine spilled into a tribu-
tary of the Olifants River, killing thou-
sands of fish.

“It’s extensive pollution given the 
number of fish we have witnessed 
floating over a 15-kilometre (9 mile) 
stretch of the river,” park spokesper-
son Ike Phaahla told AFP.

“We haven’t seen any of the big 
animals affected – your hippos or your 
crocodiles,” said Mr Phaahla after a 
preliminary investigation.

But the park’s water resources 
manager Eddie Riddell estimated the 
number of dead fish at several thou-
sand, pointing to major environmen-
tal damage.

A fisherman notified the park in 
late December of a number of dead 
fish floating on the river, prompting 
the probe.

Heavy rains that recently pounded 
the area are believed to have contrib-
uted to the spill.

The mine owners will face prosecu-
tion for violating the country’s water 
laws.

“We have already ... laid criminal 
charges against Bosveld Phosphates 
for contravening the National Water 
Act,” said Nigel Adams, a director in 
South Africa’s Department of Water 
and Environmental Affairs.

Investigations are focusing on es-
tablishing which chemicals flowed 
into the river and mapping the extent 
of the ecological damage.

“We are still busy taking samples 
and assessing the impact but we do 
believe there is major environmental 
damage,” the general manager of the 

park’s scientific research services unit 
Stefanie Freitag-Ronaldson told AFP.

Scientists fear the impact could be 
“very serious” and long-term.

“The sulphates completely inhibit 
the fishes’ ability to uptake certain 
very vital vitamins and minerals and 
they die,” said Koos Pretorius, a vet-
erinary surgeon and environmental 
activist.

“And when they die, the crocodiles 
come and they gorge on them,” then 
get sick and die too, he said, “So it’s 
very serious.”

The poor uptake of essential miner-
als causes the animals to be “very sus-
ceptible to diseases” and to have very 
poor growth, reproduce less and have 
weak babies that die easily.

“It’s what we call an erosion dis-
ease. It’s like HIV – it’s an underlying 
problem ... Some people are affected 
but many, many people are living with 
the consequences,” he said. – AFP

 
TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche 
Aktiengesellschaft, having a principal office at Porscheplatz 
1,70435 Stuttgart, Germany, is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trademarks:-

Porsche
Registration No. 4/13392/2012

That the above mentioned trademark (Reg.No.4/13391/9226) 
consists of “ a shield containing four distinct quadrants, with two 
adjacent quadrants each bearing stylized antlers against a beaded 
panel and a combination of solid and beaded panels separated by 
strips. At the top of the shield is the word PORSCHE. Within the 
shield and at its centre is a crest bearing a horse rampant against a 
background with the word STUTTGART in capital letters directly 
above the horse”.

And that the above mentioned trademark (Reg. No.4/13392/2012) 
consists of the word(s) Porsche.

That the above mentioned trade marks are to be used in connection 
with vehicles and their parts as far as included in International Class 
12, to be used in any color or combination of colors and claims 
the exclusive right of trademark by or on behalf of the Company 
in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademarks and that legal 
action will be taken against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower
Phone: 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

Registration No. 4/13391/9226

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Medtronic, Inc., having 
a principal office at 710 Medtronic Parkway, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 55432, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor of 
the following trade mark:-

MEDTRONIC
Registration No. 4/10160

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) MEDTRONIC.

The above mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of:

Surgical and medical apparatus, instruments, devices and implants, 
and associated therapies.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal action 
will be taken against any person or persons who act in infringement 
of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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MUSLIM victims of Bosnia’s war sent 
postcards showing corpses taken from 
a mass grave to 5000 Serb politicians 
on January 6, ahead of the anniversary 
of the creation of a separate Bosnian 
Serb-run political entity.

The gruesome images showed 
corpses exhumed last year from a 
mass grave uncovered in northeast-
ern Bosnia containing hundreds of 
bodies believed to be those of Muslims 
and Croats tortured and killed by Bos-
nian Serb forces at the beginning of 
the 1992-1995 war.

The cards were sent by associa-
tions representing Muslim victims in 
an effort to deter Serb politicians from 
celebrating the upcoming anniversary.

The Serb-run political entity was 
created on January 9, 1992 on the eve 
of the bloody war that claimed some 
100,000 lives in Bosnia.

The Dayton agreement that ended 
the war in late 1995 left Bosnia divided 
into two semi-independent entities, 
the Republika Srpska and the Muslim-
Croat Federation, linked by a loose 
central government.

Bosnian Muslims seek the aboli-
tion of the Republika Srpska and a 
stronger central state.

The 1995 massacre of some 8000 
Muslim men and boys in Srebrenica 
by Bosnian Serb forces was determined 
as genocide by an international tribunal, 
but has been persistently downplayed 
by Bosnian Serb politicians. – AFP

sARAJEVo

sARAJEVo

Bosnian 
Muslims 
send images 
of corpses

BOSNIANS paid tribute on January 7 
to a legendary shoe-cleaner known as 
“uncle” Miso, who died at the age of 83 
after more than 60 years spent work-
ing, even during the 1992-1995 war.

An empty wooden chair, covered 
with roses, stood in front of a fast-food 
restaurant in the main Sarajevo Tito 
avenue with a large photo portrait of 
the man who has become a symbol of 
the Bosnian capital. Dozens of people 
paid tribute in silence, while others lit 
candles put around a pair of shoes on 
the pavement.

“Emotions felt by Sarajevans after 
his death reflect the best of his deeds,” 
said architect Kenan Husic.

Always in a neat suit, freshly 
pressed white shirt, his hair carefully 
combed under a hat, with a meticu-
lously trimmed grey moustache and a 
large smile, “uncle” Miso did not leave 
his spot even during the siege and the 
bloodiest shellings.

A Roma originally from Kosovo who 
moved to Bosnia just after World War 
II, his real name was Husein Hasani, 
but he took on the nickname given by 
his boxing coach, a Hungarian who 
could not pronounce his name.

At 21, he took over the job from 
his father and soon became the most 
famous and the “most beautiful” shoe-
shiner in Sarajevo, as he said.

In recent years, he was the last one 
to keep up with the traditional trade, 
which has deep roots in the Balkans, 
inherited from the centuries-long Otto-
man rule in the region.

Albina Curkovic, a 78-year old re-
tired nurse, said uncle Miso was “both 
a lucky charm and a symbol of Sara-
jevo” during the war years, when he 

could not be convinced to move to a 
shelter during the shelling.

“When he was there, we knew that 
even if the sky fell overnight, we have 
survived another day” of a more than 
three-year-long siege of Sarajevo, she 
said.

Despite food shortages and poverty 
during the war years, he always kept 
treats for Sarajevo’s stray dogs, which 
he called his “faithful comrades” in the 
streets.

In 2009 “uncle” Miso was awarded 
a medal for merit by city authorities, 
as well as a modest apartment and a 
pension. At the time, he trumpeted 
the news to his clients and passer-bys, 
drumming his brushes on a metal box.

“Now when someone puts a foot on 

a metal case in front of me, he often 
asks why such a legend still polishes 
shoes,” he said in a recent interview.

“But I say, this job is in my blood 
and you can only find me dead in this 
chair,” he said.

Thanks to his exuberant personal-
ity, Mr Hasani often appeared in films 
and TV shows shot in Sarajevo. He 
proudly kept dozens of news articles, 
written about him and the famous 
“brush-dance” he performed before 
cleaning the shoes, in a fake-leather 
bound memory book.

“There were shoe-cleaners in every 
street when I started and now, I’m the 
only one. Why? Because I have been 
brave and people laughed to my jokes,” 
he said in a documentary. – AFP

Sarajevo’s legendary 
shoe-shiner dies

A makeshift memorial with 
a picture of legendary shoe-
cleaner “uncle” Miso sits on 
a main street in Sarajevo on 
January 7. Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

Registration No. 4/10165

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) INTEL LOOK 
INSIDE. 

The above mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of:

Electronic security apparatus and surveillance  apparatus ; 
computerized telecommunications and networking equipment; 
computer hardware  and soft ware; computer firmware; computers; 
computer installations; personal digital assistants; integrated 
circuits; computer chip sets; semiconductor  processors; 
microprocessors; computer memories; operating systems; data 
processor; central processing units; computer peripherals; 
storage devices, including flash drives; security systems for 
computer hardware and software, including firewalls, network 
access server hardware for creating and maintaining firewalls, 
virtual private network (vpn) computer hardware and computer 
server operating software for creating and maintaining firewalls; 
printed circuits; telecommunications equipment and computer 
networks; electronic control devices for the interface and control 
of computers and global computer and telecommunications  
networks with television  and cable broadcasts and equipment; 
apparatus for testing and programming integrated  circuits; 
downloadable electronic publications; structural parts and fitting 
for all the aforesaid goods; instructional manuals sold as a unit 
with the aforementioned goods.     

Training services in the fields of networks , computers, software, 
microprocessors and information technology; entertainment 
services, organizing exhibitions for computer  gaming; providing 
on-line computer  games; providing on-line publications; 
education services; providing  an on-line library of digital 
images; photographic and image library services; developing 
and disseminating educational material straining services in the 
field of online business solutions.

Computer network management services; hosting of digital 
content on the internet; customization of web software, and 
computer user interface design for others; consulting services; 
providing temporary use of non-downloadable software for 
enhancing and providing real-time transfer, transmission, 
reception, processing and digitizing of audio and video graphics 
information; providing temporary use of non-downloadable 
software for processing, storage, retrieval, transmission, 
display, input, output, compressing, decompressing, modifying, 
broadcasting and printout of data; providing temporary use of 
non-downloadable software for use in providing multiple user 
access; providing temporary use of non-downloadable software 
tools for the facilitation of third party software applications; 
custom computer software and hardware development, design, 
and consulting services; designing and developing standards for 
others in the design and implementation of computer software, 
computer hardware and telecommunications equipment; 
providing customers and technicians with information relating 
to computer project management.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their above mentioned trademark and that legal 
action will be taken against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co. 
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339, Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

INTEL VPRO
Registration No. 4/10163

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) INTEL VPRO . 

The above mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of:

“Computers, computer hardware, semiconductors, microprocessors, 
integrated circuits, computer chipsets, computer motherboards and 
daughterboards, microcomputers, computer workstations, desktop 
computers, laptop and notebook computers, servers, computer 
peripherals, computer software, computer firmware and operating 
system software, computer and telecommunications networking 
hardware and software.”

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their abovementioned trademark and that legal action 
will be taken against any person or persons who act in infringement 
of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014
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DAMAsCUs sARAJEVo

SYRIAN rebels overran the Aleppo 
headquarters of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), as claims 
emerged that the al-Qaeda – linked 
group had massacred prisoners there 
in cold blood.

The rebels were on January 8 re-
portedly also pressing ISIL in Raqa, 
the only provincial capital lost by the 
regime of President Bashar al-Assad 
and a stronghold of the group.

In Damascus, a security source told 
AFP the infighting benefited Syria’s re-
gime, calling it a settling of scores by 
nations backing different rebel groups.

The operation in Aleppo came a 
day after ISIL’s spokesperson threat-
ened to “crush” opposition fighters 
who have attacked the group in sev-
eral provinces.

“There are hardly any ISIL mem-
bers left in the city of Aleppo,” the Syr-
ian Observatory for Human Rights 
said.

Elsewhere, a diplomat announced 
two Swedish reporters missing in Syr-
ia since November had been freed.

However, a Czech humanitarian aid 
group said Wednesday that three of its 
local staff were killed in Syria during a 
mortar attack.

And the fractious Syrian opposition 
National Coalition said it was post-
poning a final decision on whether to 
attend peace talks in Switzerland.

On the ground, ISIL battled moder-
ate and Islamist rebels in clashes that 
first erupted at the start of the month 
and have killed at least 385 people, in-
cluding 56 civilians.

ISIL’s headquarters in a hospital in 
Aleppo’s Qadi Askar neighbourhood 
was overrun by opposition fighters, who 
reportedly freed dozens of prisoners.

A video posted online on January 8 

claimed ISIL had previously executed 
at least nine prisoners after handcuff-
ing, blindfolding and shooting them in 
the head.

The Coalition denounced “these 
acts, which perpetuate the regime’s 
methods to kill free voice, suppress 
liberty and violate ... fundamental hu-
man rights”.

Last week, ISIL spokesperson Abu 
Mohammed al-Adnani issued a defi-
ant message, urging fighters to “crush 
them [the rebels] totally and kill the 
conspiracy at birth”.

His message came hours after the 
head of al-Qaeda’s Syrian arm, Al-Nus-
ra Front, urged an end to the fighting.

Abu Mohamed al-Jolani warned 
the fighting “risks costing us dearly on 
the ground if it continues” and urged 
all fighters “to give priority to the fight 
against the regime”.

The Nusra Front was established in 
mid-2011 with help from ISIL’s Iraqi 
precursor.

The Iraqi groups chief later sought 
to merge with Al-Nusra, but they 
spurned an alliance and pledged al-
legiance to al-Qaeda chief Ayman al-
Zawahiri.

Since then, they have functioned 
separately, with Al-Nusra largely neu-
tral in the latest fighting.

But the Observatory said Nusra 
fighters were pressing ISIL in Raqa, to 
the east of Aleppo.

Regime operations continued 
Wednesday, with the Observatory re-
porting at least eight people killed in air 
raids on Tal Rifaat in Aleppo province.

Russia blocked a British-drafted 
UN Security Council statement con-
demning the Syrian government at-
tacks on the city of Aleppo, diplomats 
said. – AFP

Al-Qaeda group loses HQ in 
Aleppo, journalists freed

FORMER foes from World War I will 
come together in Sarajevo to mark 
the war’s centenary in June, their 
rivalries long buried though the con-
flict is still a source of bitter division 
in the Balkans.

As schoolchildren are taught the 
world over, the assassination in Sa-
rajevo on June 28, 1914, of Archduke 
Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Aus-
tro-Hungarian empire, and his wife 
by a 19-year-old Serbian nationalist, 
was the trigger for the Great War.

Although the underlying causes 
of the 1914-18 conflict are well known 
– simmering tensions between rival 
blocs, bound by a complex network 
of alliances – Serbs remain highly 
sensitive about assassin Gavrilo Prin-
cip’s role.

Next June, some 130 historians 
from 30 countries will gather in Sa-
rajevo – the mostly Muslim capital of 
Bosnia – to confront their visions at 
an international conference on World 
War I.

In both Serbia and Republika 
Srpska, the Serb part of Bosnia, poli-
ticians see the conference as an at-
tempt to “revise history” – and lay the 
blame for the war, with its 10 million 
dead on the battlefields and millions 
more among civilian populations, on 
the shoulders of the Serb people.

“Serbia will neither allow a revi-
sion of history nor will it forget who 
are the main culprits in World War I,” 
Serbian Prime Minister Ivica Dacic 

warned in an interview with AFP.
Bosnian Serb leader Milorad 

Dodik has also slammed European 
plans for a series of memorial events 
to be held in Sarajevo in June 2014.

Preparations are already afoot 
with a foundation called “Sarajevo, 
heart of Europe”, set up by France 
with co-funding from its former foe 
Germany, to mark the centenary with 
a mix of culture, sport and memorial 
events.

Mr Dodik charged that the events 
would be “a new propaganda attack 
against the Serbs ... falsifying history”.

France’s ambassador to Bosnia 
Roland Gilles said the concerns were 
unfounded.

“The idea is simply to meet and 
gather, especially younger genera-
tions, and say, ‘Look, the only path 
ahead for the coming centuries is to 
live together in peace and reconcili-
ation,’” Gilles told Bosnian television.

The Mr Sarajevo historians’ con-
ference is being organised by Husnija 
Kamberovic of the city’s Institute of 
History, himself a Bosnian Muslim.

“After 100 years, it is time to re-
examine everything related to World 
War I, the assassination on the eve 
of the war, the background to the as-
sassination ... without suggesting an 
answer,” he told AFP.

“There are no topics we cannot 
discuss.”

In Yugoslav history books, Princip 
was described for decades as a he-

roic freedom fighter whose act was 
an “expression of popular protest 
against the tyranny” of the Hapsburg 
empire over the Balkans.

Since the bloody breakup of the 
former Yugoslavia in the 1990s, how-
ever, cracks have appeared in that 
story. Princip’s hero image is intact in 
both Serbia and in Republika Srpska, 
but in Sarajevo his cause is portrayed 
as an ethnic one: Princip is cast as 
a Serbian “terrorist”, and likened to 
the Serbs who were pitted against 
Muslim Bosniaks and Croats in the 
bloody 1992-95 Bosnian war.

Serbian historian Dubravka Sto-
janovic firmly rejects that view.

“He was a Yugoslav nationalist,” 
she told AFP. “Members of the same 
movement were also Muslims, Cro-
ats and Serbs who fought against the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire.” She says 
Princip is unfortunately a “perfect fig-
ure for political exploitation”.

Belgrade politicians are keen to 
stress the cruel wartime sacrifices of 
Serbia, which fought alongside France, 
Britain and Russia against the Central 
Powers led by Germany, Austria-Hun-
gary and the Ottoman Empire.

Some 15 percent of Serbia’s popu-
lation was lost – 125,000 military and 
650,000 civilians through disease 
and privation – making it the country 
worst hit by the war in proportion to 
its population, according to the Brit-
ish historian John Keegan. 

– AFP

A man walks past a plaque in 
central Sarajevo at the location 
where the Archduke of Austria 

and his wife were assassinated 
in 1914. Photo: AFP

WWI centenary stirs 
Balkan passions

Bodies of handcuffed and 
blindfolded casualties lie on 
the ground of the headquarters 
of the Islamic State of Iraq and 
the Levant. Photo: AFP
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From right to left: Phoe Kyaw, Pho Zaw,Wai Yan and Aung Zaw Myat. Photo: Supplied

T HANKS to Yangon-based 
death metal band Last Day 
of Beethoven, both adults 
and youth in the city are 
starting to take a shine to 

heavy metal music.
At the last “Jam It”, a semi-regular 

concert series featuring up-and-
coming local bands and musicians, 
the band played strongly enough 
that even crowd members who didn’t 
know the songs – foreigners among 
them – jumped along and waved 
rowdy and appreciative thumbs up.

“They were my favorite tonight!” 
yelled audience member Wai Yan, 19.

Regarded as one of the most 
famous bands in the Yangon metal 
scene, alongside names like Fever 109, 
Nightmare, Suicide Plan and Darkest 
Tears from My Heart, Last Day of 
Beethoven is something special. On 
stage, the skill of guitarist Pho Zaw is 

awesome, a perfect accompaniment 
to the crushing vocals of Aung Zaw 
Myat. Drummer Wai Yan’s beats are 
fast and ferocious, and the Phoe 
Kyaw’s bass provides the heavy 
core of a great metal song. The four 
players together on stage appeared 
to lose themselves in their inspired, 
thundering noise. In their own 
world, they blazed through wild and 
decidedly unpleasant songs.

Formed in 2007 by two members, 
the band tries hard to build their 
skill and identity, sacrificing time and 
money to learn to really play guitar 
and sing metal. It took them more 
than two years of effort to achieve 
a technique that got any attention 
from audiences. Even now, the pay-
off of years of development doesn’t 
seem to amount to something fair, 
considering how hard they’ve tried 
with some members even going 
against their families’ wishes to play 
this metal music.

Metal is noise music, mixed with 
explosive vocals. At present, Myanmar 
audiences are mostly attracted to 
K-Pop and R&B, about the farthest 
thing from metal one can imagine. It’s 
unsurprising that many people just 
won’t accept metal as a musical genre. 

“There are so many people who 
can’t accept our music, even though 
we try harder than most other 
musicians. It’s not very easy to play a 
metal song, but we can,” Pho Zaw, 29, 
said, relaxing on the sofa in his family 
home in Kyauk Myoung.

Aung Zaw Myat, 26, elaborated. 
“Yes, we try hard, but we’re cut off 
from audiences because there are 
no concerts to play. It’s rare to see a 
metal band play solo in Myanmar.”

The metal scene lost momentum 
in 2009. At the end of that year, 
there were no more metal concerts 
in Yangon, and metal music went far 
out of the minds of audiences for a 
long time. There were few audiences 
to begin with and fewer organisers. 
Some bands broke up and some tried 
to reorganise. Beethoven was one that 
kept practising, hoping their dreams 
of fame and a dynamic Myanmar 
metal scene would someday come 
true.

The dream began when Pho Zaw 
and Aung Zaw Myat decided to form 
a band, making a choice then to 
pursue the sounds of death metal. 
“When I was learning to play the 
guitar, I already liked metal music, 
and I decided to do it,” said Pho Zaw, 

who wears his hair long, down to his 
shoulder. “Last Day of Beethoven was 
born.”

The name of the band, in fact, laid 
out what their objective would be. In 
Pho Zaw’s explanation, “Beethoven, 
the composer, wrote pleasant songs 
for his audiences. But when we’re on 
stage, there are no pleasant songs. 
We bring unpleasant music to the 
masses.”

In other words, Beethoven is dead, 
so get ready to put your earplugs in.

In the beginning, however, they 
were just a vocalist and a guitarist. 
To get by, they asked for help from 
players in other metal bands. They 
played some gigs, but the first 
real break came in 2008, with an 
invitation to play Woodstock, a 
special concert for death metal bands 
that was held each year in Kandawgyi 
Park or another venue in Yangon.

It was an important moment since 
it was the first time the band had 
the opportunity to play alongside at 
least 15 other underground bands. 
They had been recording songs and 
working hard. Now they were getting 
known on the larger music scene. 

Woodstock was organised by 
Ko Ye, a metal fan who also owns a 

clothing shop by the same name in 
Lapyaewun Plaza. He organised six 
underground concerts with the name 
Woodstock between 2007 and 2011.

“Ko Ye was a really good producer 
and he understood us metal bands 
at that time. We also helped him by 
giving out flyers and selling tickets. 
We used the family system to put the 
show together,” Aung Zaw Myat said. 

Before that concert, Ko Ye also 
helped distribute the band’s demo CD 
to friends and strangers. Almost no 
one knew Beethoven then. Aung Zaw 
Myat said he figures that’s actually 
why people showed up – curiosity. 
Around 60 people came to see them.

Still, Myanmar audiences haven’t 
developed an ear for metal quite yet. 
Shows are few and far between. It’s 
been almost impossible to get back 
money invested in putting on a show. 
Ko Ye gave up organising Woodstock 
after 2011, and others won’t dare 
put down money on such ventures. 
If the bands want to connect with 
audiences, they have to do it with 
their own money, which isn’t easy for 
young players. 

Pho Zaw counts himself and the 
band lucky nonetheless. “Although we 
have really a small audience, the fans 

Waiting for Beethoven
Lwin 
Mar 

hTun
lwinmarhtun.mcm@gmail.com



the pulse 47www.mmtimes.com

Yangon 
death 
metal band 
last daY of 
beethoven 
will rock 
Your ears
if theY get 
the chance

From right to left: Phoe Kyaw, Pho Zaw,Wai Yan and Aung Zaw Myat. Photo: Supplied

From top to bottom: Pho Zaw, Aung Zaw Myat and Phoe Kyaw. Photo: Supplied

Waiting for Beethoven
we have show extreme support for 
us to keep doing this music. And we 
have a really great time.”

The band continued to grow. In 
2009, drummer Wai Yan met Pho Zaw 
through some musician friends at 
music school and became a full-time 
member. At 20 years old, he is the 
youngest member of the group. He 
still attends a private international 
school in Yangon, and is always 
practicing drumming at his home 
studio. Around the same time, bassist 
Phoe Kyaw, a friend of Pho Zaw, also 
became a stable member.

Ironically, just when they had 
settled on a complete full-time lineup 
of players, there seemed hardly ever 
to be a metal concert in Yangon. So 
instead of playing gigs, they practised. 

“At least once a week we practised 
the songs at studio with all members 
and we were always writing new 
songs. We don’t care if we have few or 
many in our audience. We have to do 
something valuable for the people do 
care about us,” Pho Zaw said.

In the beginning, most of the 
band’s song lyrics provided a message 
of “don’t give up” and “don’t feel 
too down”, which they wanted to 
communicate to young people. Now 

they sing mostly about peace. As 
religious and other conflicts have 
flared in Yangon and the rest of the 
country, the group sings for harmony 
between peoples. On a lighter note, 
they also refer to the conflict that’s 
erupted between hip-hop and rock 
fans. Beethoven is for peace on all 
fronts. 

 “When we started doing this 
music, some of the young people in 
our community were living without 
hope and some were giving up on 
life. That’s when you can listen to 
metal: to explode and release these 
feelings through song. So I’m offering 
a message of don’t give up. Life will 
go on no matter what. I just want to 
support kids to feel better,” said Aung 
Zaw Myat, who writes all the lyrics.

During the past year, Last Day of 
Beethoven practised at their studio 
regularly. They last performed on 
December 6, with other bands at 
the Jam It concert at Flamingo Bar, 
located in the compound of the Yangon 
International Hotel. Jam It concerts 
bring together little-known bands and 
local hip-hop groups. For Beethoven, 
it was the first time they participated. 
Jam It has already held a few concerts 
in Yangon and Mandalay.

“We really appreciated performing 
in that Jam It concert,” Pho Zaw 
said. Ever the musical perfectionist, 
however, he had just one complaint. 
“We got into some trouble at the 
sound check. No one seemed to be 
responsible for it, and we didn’t know 
who to ask. We need to have a sound 
check. It’s very important for us. If 
not, the music won’t be really good.”

As a general rule, the band won’t 
play without a sound check. There 
is too much risk that the vocals will 
become an annoying drone and the 
music a dissonant blur. The band 
writes gritty music, and they want 
you to hear every note. 

They also want to release an 
album, something they’ve never done 
in their six years of existence. But the 
time still isn’t right. Instead, they’re 
working on a compilation with 
some other groups, though Pho Zaw 
declined to say who, exactly, because 
the project is just in the works. 

“Every band wants to release a 
solo album, but we have to make our 
music popular with local audiences 
first,” Pho Zaw said. Until then, the 
group plans to keep working hard. 

“When the album finally comes 
out, people will see our efforts.” 



48 the pulse THE MYANMAR TIMES  JaNuarY 13 - 19, 2014   

COMMUTERS in Yangon 
have much to groan about 
when it comes to the city’s 
dilapidated Hino and 
Dyna buses. Their wooden 

chairs are frail, the floors of the ve-
hicles are often rusted through, and 
the passengers are tightly packed in.

When I was a student, Dyna 
buses were the only means of 
transport from my home to school 
in Botaht township. Every morning, 
I struggled to find a place for both 
my feet. The drivers floored the 
gas pedal to breakneck speed, 
causing my heart to beat with fear 
of accident. The conductors were 
never sweet. With an impolite 
manner, they would elbow their way 
through the passengers to collect 
our fares. 

One time, I witnessed a Hino 
crash, and I often read stories in 
the papers about deaths caused 
by reckless Hino drivers at 
Shwegondine junction. Riding the 
bus left an indelible imprint on me. 
I loathed them.

So when I saw the paintings of 
Yangon artist Ye Aung Myat – who 
is among 26 artists featured in the 
43rd annual group show at Lokanat 
Gallery – I was surprised to find my 
impression of the buses changing 
and softening. In the artwork, the 
buses look naturally beautiful, and 
I wondered how this subject had 
caught the artist’s imagination. 

Famous for his paintings on a 
wide variety of subjects, Ye Aung 
Myat, 39, has been a member of 
Lokanat Gallery since early 2013 
and is also a regular commuter. 
Using his time spent on buses 
and at stops as inspiration, he 
has captured the daily lives of 
commuters in a series that should 
find an important place in the 
artistic record of how life is and 
was before the economy completely 
changes and the old buses give way 
to modern vehicles from Japan and 
Korea. 

One of Ye Aung Myat’s paintings 
in acrylic illustrates a Hino bus 
stopped at Sule near City Hall, the 
bus that regularly runs from Sule to 

North Dagon where the artist lives. 
He takes the Hino when he wants to 
visit galleries downtown, he said. 

In the painting, passengers get 
on the bus and the conductor in 
blue uniform stands and waits 
until it is filled with passengers. 
Every detail is precise. There are 
rust spots on the back of the car, 
an extra wheel is fixed to the bus, 
the plate numbers are clear. In the 
background is the platform shaded 
by trees and large buildings. 

“I see the commuters’ everyday 
lives and they have always 
interested me. I want to record their 
lives in my painting,” Ye Aung Myat 
said. “I really sympathise with what 
bus commuters are going through 
every day. I want to present their 
difficulties.”

He also explained that Chevrolet, 
Dyna and Hino buses have splendid 

features compared with the modern 
buses, which fail to catch his 
interest. He is not showing any 
paintings of Chevrolet vehicles, 
however, though they can still be 
found in Insein township in Yangon, 
where they travel short distances 
within the township. Other 
paintings feature the Dyna pickup, 
which is still used in Taungoo town 
in Bago Region. The Dyna pickup 
carries large bags and baggage on 
its roof. 

“His paintings reflect the soul and 
beauty in all he saw around him,” said 
Lokanat gallery manager Aung Myint 
Tun, who organised the show.

The 43rd annual art exhibition at 
Lokanat Gallery continues until 
February 27. No. 62, 1st floor, Pansodan 
Street, Kyauktada township, Yangon.

WHEN the Strand Hotel opened 
in 1901, it was one of the most 
luxurious hotels in the British 
empire and hosted luminaries such 
as author Rudyard Kipling, Edward 
VII and the Earl of Burma, Lord 
Mountbatten.

It’s fitting, then, that the Strand 
features prominently on the cover 
of Robert Carmack and Morrison 
Polkinghorne’s new Burma 
Cookbook, which spans the country’s 
culinary history from the time of 
empire to the present.

“[The Strand Hotel represents] 
a hundred years of history, of 
colonialism and independence, 
coming to today,” says Carmack. 

“It ties the past to the present.”
Sitting side-by-side in the book 

are traditional Burmese dishes such 
as mohinga (fish noodle soup) and 
kha yan chin thee thoke (tomato 
salad) along with classic colonial 
fare like lobster thermidor and roast 
beef, which the authors recently ate 
at the Candacraig Hotel at Pyin Oo 
Lwin.

“That’s why it’s called the 
Burma Cookbook not the Myanmar 
Cookbook because [we wanted to 
include that] sort of colonial style 
and the history of Myanmar,” he 
says.

The book is the result of more 
than a decade of research including 
months criss-crossing Myanmar 
chatting to locals about recipes 
and ingredients. Some vintage 
cookbooks obtained from London 
booksellers also proved useful for 
rediscovering some obscure old 
recipes.

The Strand Hotel too served as a 
resource as well as an inspiration, 
with Carmack and Polkinghorne 
given access to its remaining 
archives of menus, photos and 
documents along with its chefs. 

“The kitchen staff were very 
helpful with us, saying, ‘This would 
be what we would do with this and 
that,’” Polkinghorne said.

The pair, who are nominally 
based in Sydney but spend much of 
their time researching and running 
Globetrotting Gourmet food tours 
around Southeast Asia, had different 
roles on the book. 

US-born Carmack, a classically 
trained chef now specialising in 
Asian cuisine and the author of 
five cookbooks, did the writing, 
while Polkinghorne, an Australian 
textile designer and importer, was 

responsible for the photos and look.
“We did it with an Edwardian 

flavour to connote that history, 
with an Edwardian font and we 
took elements of Edwardian design 
but it is distinctly a fun retro 
look,” Carmack says. “It’s very 
contemporary but respectful.”

Both modern and colonial 
recipes are included in the book. 

Polkinghorne also had the job 
of testing all the recipes to make 
sure they would work in a typical 
Western kitchen.

“We worked on the poori puffball 
recipe a lot,” said Polkinghorne. 
“You have to make a very flat dough 
and then when you fry it in the oil 
a minute it’s supposed to puff up 
into a great big ball. Getting that 
technique right, learning how to do 
the thickness and the size and the 
edges, and writing that all down 
was fabulous. 

“We made quite a few mistakes 
there but to finally achieve that 
little puffball was just phenomenal 
to do.”

Carmack said he strove for 
approachability while retaining 
authenticity with the recipes, 
adding footnotes with variations 
instead of changing ingredients.

“Some are easy, some more 
complex, but they are not dumbed 
down or bastardised,” Carmack said.

“We don’t want people to feel 
intimidated thinking that these are 
ethnic or Asian dishes I’ll never 
make. All of these would work in a 
Western kitchen.” – The Phnom Penh 
Post

The Burma Cookbook is available 
now from Monument Books. 

Art Review Tasting Myanmar

A painful picturesque Modern meets colonial 
cooking in new book

Local artist paints an ode to Yangon’s disappearing commuter buses

Zon Pann 
PwinT

zonpann08@gmail.com

Will JaCkson

Ye Aung Myat, “Bus Stop”, 2010, acrylic. Photo: Supplied

The Burma Cookbook. Photo: Supplied
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aFTER we enjoyed a brief 
stop at the Taj Mahal, the 
real adventure began as 
we hit the flat, hot and 
crowded roads of Uttar 

Pradesh. One of India’s poorest and 
most troubled states, it’s home to 
some 200 million people, and a lot of 
them seemed to be on the highway. 

Brightly painted trucks, rickety 
buses, speeding cars and weaving 
motorcycles united in a desire to get 
wherever they were going as quickly 
as possible, with scant regard for the 
laws of physics or the basic tenets 
of road safety. Added to the hazards 
were dogs, goats, pigs, the odd camel 
and a few people who’d picked the 
soft tarmac for an afternoon nap. 

We were navigating this throng on 
our way toward the Nepal border at 
Banbasa, which would be the first of 
five international frontiers we had to 
cross. We planned to traverse Nepal 
west to east before exiting again into 
India. Next we would pick our way 
through Sikkim and West Bengal 
to reach Bhutan, ride the length of 
this small mountain kingdom, and 

come out again into India’s northeast. 
Then we’d cross the states of Assam, 
Nagaland and Manipur to reach the 
Myanmar border. 

We reached the first border on the 
third day of our trip, arriving at a tiny 
run-down immigration office where 
two gentlemen in track suits were 
sipping tea and perusing the morning 
newspapers. They greeted us with a 
smile and a yawn and shuffled off to 
find some forms for us to fill in. The 
motorcycle was pretty much ignored, 
and we were soon waved across. So it 
seemed that crossing borders might 
not be so hard after all. 

The wonderfully quiet Mahendra 
Highway led us away from the 
frontier and into the flat, green 
farming belt that characterises this 
part of Nepal, a vivid contrast with 
the mountainous north. It’s also 
an area that has seen its fair share 
of unrest, and we found ourselves 
weaving through a number of police 
and army roadblocks as we headed 
further east. People were friendly, 
however, and Emilie’s driving 
attracted a number of surprised 
and envious stares from passing 
ladies – making a small but perhaps 

important contribution to local 
female emancipation.

Another few days of riding 
brought us into the Himalayan 
foothills. The road wound up to the 
medieval town of Tansen, carving its 
way along the side of a steep river 
gorge and through dense jungle and 
beautiful rural villages. It was at 
sunset in Tansen that we took in our 
first view of the mighty Himalayas, 
their snowy peaks thrusting up 
through a layer of low cloud. 

We hadn’t seen another foreigner 
since leaving the Taj Mahal, so 
arriving at the backpacker haven 
of Pokhara came as a bit of a 
shock: chocolate lassi, dreadlocked 
foreigners and 100-rupee T-shirts. 
The tourist presence contrasted with 
the vocal street marches we pushed 
through on the outskirts of town, a 
clear sign that Nepal’s transition to 
democracy is far from complete. 

Our first really serious driving 
challenge, however, arose about 
ten days into the trip. Problems 
with our bike delayed our journey 
from Pokhara toward Kathmandu 
until the afternoon. As a result, we 
found ourselves riding Nepal’s most 
dangerous road in the dark. Buses 
and trucks careened downhill, their 
horns blaring and vehicles either 
blasting full-beam headlights or none 
at all. Dust clouds choked us as they 
swept past. Again and again we were 
pushed into potholes or dangerously 
close to the precipitous drop to the 
raging river below. 

Filthy and exhausted, we arrived 
in Kathmandu only for Andy to be 
struck down by food poisoning for a 
couple days. After this the bike got 
sick, and as we headed toward the 
eastern border with India, every day 
seemed to bring a new mechanical 
ailment. The suspension broke. The 
clutch seized up. The battery died. 
The exhaust pipe fell off.

Eventually we crossed the border 

back into India and, the next day, 
started up the old road to Darjeeling. 
It was a beautiful, clear morning. We 
wound through an ancient forest, 
emerging on a hillside blanketed 
with tea plantations and dotted with 
stooped and slow-moving women 
working the fields with wicker 
baskets strapped to their backs. 
The crumbling colonial buildings of 
Darjeeling itself wouldn’t have been 
out of place in Yangon, but as we had 
experienced several times by now, it 
still seemed that almost no one had 
heard of this strange place called 
Myanmar to which we were heading.

Over the next few days Cyclone 
Phailin obscured the beauty of the 
Indian state and former independent 
kingdom of Sikkim and hammered 
us with incessant rain. Apart from 
blocking out the mountains, it also 
turned the already dodgy roads into 
rivers of mud. The bike still refused 
to behave, and we found ourselves 
stumbling again from one repair shop 
to the next as we tried to make it to 
the Bhutan border.

When we eventually arrived, 
crossing into Bhutan through a huge 
ornate archway, the mini-caravan 
that was waiting for us on the other 
side was a welcome sight. After 
weeks of DIY adventure, we now 
had a guide on another motorcycle, 
plus a support truck. Bhutan strictly 
controls tourism and we had spent 
several months organising to drive 
our motorcycle through the country. 
Doing it alone is an absolute no-no as 
all travellers must be supervised and 
have their itinerary pre-approved.

More changes were immediately 
apparent. The streets were quieter 
and cleaner, the buildings adorned 
with colourful depictions of Buddhist 
folklore. In a small town square, 
people ambled and chatted in the 
morning sun, spinning their handheld 
prayer wheels.

The Land of the Thunder Dragon, 

as Bhutan is also known, is truly a 
place unlike any other on earth. A 
tiny Himalayan kingdom of less than 
a million people sandwiched between 
China and India, it’s the home of the 
concept of Gross National Happiness, 
a place where no tree can be cut 
down nor any animal killed, where 
tobacco is banned and all buildings 
are built in the traditional style, 
decorated with ejaculating phalluses 
in reverence to the Divine Madman. 
The people seem to universally 
worship their benevolent king, and 
there’s even a national park dedicated 
to the protection of the yeti.

We spent the next 10 days or 
so winding our way through this 
pristine wonderland of soaring 
snow-capped peaks, hidden green 
valleys and magnificent fortresses 
and monasteries topped by colourful 
prayer flags flapping in the wind. 
A highlight was our hike up to the 
vertiginous Tiger’s Nest monastery, 
which clings to the side of a cliff and, 
as we discovered, was the place where 
Aung San Suu Kyi received a wedding 
proposal from her late husband, 
Michael Aris.

As we eventually made our way 
down and out of the mountains and 
back toward the plains of India, we 
knew that the most adventurous parts 
of the journey now lay immediately 
ahead – in the little-known hill-sand 
jungles of Northeast India and, 
beyond them, the Myanmar border.

Look out for the final part of Andy and 
Emilie’s adventure in next week’s paper, 
and see more photos and blogging at 
http://www.ridingtorangoon.com.

Correction: The first part, “Blessed 
be the Bike,” published on January 4, 
2014, referred to crossing six borders 
between Delhi and Yangon. In fact they 
crossed five.

Riding to 
Rangoon
Long way across: part two of a 
motorcycle journey from Delhi to Yangon

andy Benfield & emilie Röell

Andy and Emilie in Bhutan. Photo: supplied
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oN a cold December morn-
ing in northern Shan State, 
I drove west out of the bor-
der town of Muse in a Ford 
pickup truck along with my 

wife Pauksi, her mother Nang Hseng, 
and a few relatives from the Kachin 
side of the family.

We were heading for Namkham, 
about 30 kilometres (18 miles) away. 
The rough and narrow road followed 
the south bank of the Shweli River, 
which forms a porous boundary 
with China. Myanmar’s northern 
neighbour would have been visible a 
mere 200 metres to our right had it 
not been for the murky fog drifting 
from the water.

Until last year, Namkham was 
closed to foreigners, and even now 
security remains sketchy. A few 
months before our visit, fighting in 
Namkham township between the 
Myanmar Army (Tatmadaw) and 
the Shan State Army-South (SSA-S) 
armed ethnic group had killed at least 
nine government soldiers.

According to a May 9 report on 
the Irrawaddy website, the skirmish 
prompted about 1000 villagers to flee 
from the mountains and take refuge 
in Namkham town, while others 
displaced by the fighting sought 

shelter in Ruili on the Chinese side of 
the border.

An atmosphere of calm prevailed 
when we passed through the area 
last month, and we encountered no 
checkpoints on our way to visit one 
of the few Kachin households in 
Shan-majority Namkham – the family 
of Nang Hseng’s 86-year-old aunt, 
Lathaw Ja Hkawn. 

Upon our arrival, Lathaw Ja 
Hkawn’s family sat us down at an 
outdoor table for a tasty breakfast of 
Shan noodles, fried tofu and instant 
coffee. For dessert, they plied us with 
homemade ice cream – one of the 
family’s small business ventures – 
which was delicious but did nothing 
to stop us shivering in the frosty 
winter air.  

After breakfast, some of us walked 
to the chaotic town market. My wife 
bought some blankets, but a relative 
who had come with us from Muse 
was victimised by a pickpocket, who 
filched K60,000 (about US$58) and 
her national ID card straight out of 
her purse. She didn’t notice anything 
until she tried to buy a sweater and 
found her money gone. 

Our last stop in Namhkam was the 
hilltop site of a hospital established 
in the 1920s by a legendary American 
doctor, Gordon Seagrave. Born in 
Yangon, Seagrave was the son of 
Baptist missionaries, and his first 
language was Kayin. He moved to the 
United States at an early age and later 
earned a medical degree at Johns 
Hopkins University before returning 
to Myanmar in 1922 to set up his 

hospital in Namhkam.
In his uneven but entertaining 

book Burma Surgeon (1943), Seagrave 
describes how he built the hospital 
and the adjoining buildings using 
stones hauled from the Shweli River, 
and how he trained ethnic Shan, 
Kachin and Karen women to be 
skilled nurses.

When the Japanese invaded 
Myanmar in 1942, the doctor joined 
the US Army Medical Corps to 
contribute to the Allied cause. In 
May of that year, facing imminent 
defeat at the hands of the Japanese, 
US General Joseph “Vinegar Joe” 

Stilwell famously declined to fly out 
of Myanmar on the last available 
military cargo plane. Instead, he 
led more than 100 of his staff on a 
230-kilometre trek to safety in India 
via the rugged, malarial Chin and 
Naga hills.

Seagrave and his nurses walked 
out with Stilwell to render medical 
assistance during the march. They 
returned to Namkham in 1944, 
following the Japanese retreat, to 
re-establish the medical buildings and 
residences that had been bombed out 
during the war.

Seagrave carried on his practice 
in Shan State until he died, aged 
68, at his own hospital on March 
28, 1965. His nurses, active and 
retired, collected donations to build 
a monument to the doctor at the 
nearby church where he was buried.   

I had read Burma Surgeon earlier 
in 2013, unaware that I would be 
visiting the town in December. 
The hospital is still there and 
now operates as a rather decrepit 
government infirmary – the local staff 
had treated the casualties brought in 
during last May’s fighting between the 
Tatmadaw and the SSA-S.

Until we visited Namkham, I was 
unaware that my wife’s family had 
any connection with the hospital. 
As we looked at the buildings, 
Nang Hseng, a native of the region, 
commented that she had had her 
tonsils removed there when she was 
11 or 12.

Then she told another story that 
was much more interesting: During 

the postwar period, one of her cousins 
had served at the hospital as a 
Seagrave-trained Kachin nurse.

Not only that, but the eldest of 
the doctor’s three sons, Weston, had 
bought an engagement ring and 
proposed marriage to this cousin, 
who declined on the grounds that she 
was already locked into an arranged 
relationship and destined to marry a 
local Kachin man.

Weston, who had been born in 
Namkham, carried the ring in his 
pocket in the hopes that she would 
change her mind, but he eventually 
gave up and moved to the United 
States. It was only after Weston’s 
departure that the nurse realised the 
enormity of her feelings for him, and 
to this day she speaks openly about 
her regret at passing up his marriage 
proposal.

We didn’t meet the cousin, who 
now suffers from poor health, but 
Nang Hseng showed me a curious 
family memento: a photograph that 
Weston had given to the object of 
his affection. Oddly, Weston had 
snipped off the left edge, cropping 
out a person who had been in the 
photo with him (his left arm is still 
visible).

What remains is the image of a 
smiling, clean-cut American man 
sitting on a concrete wall in northern 
Shan State – a place he would soon 
leave with a broken heart.

Read more about travel and culture 
in Myanmar at Douglas Long’s blog 
latefornowhere.wordpress.com/.

Late for Nowhere

In Shan State, a story of unrequited love

Weston Seagrave in northern Shan 
State. Photo: Nang Hseng

dougLas 
Long

dlong125@gmail.com
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ACROSS
1 Additional thought 

preceder
5 Guernsey’s grazing 

areas
9 Having a sharp 

taste
14 Whopper teller
15 Unwanted aquarium 

organism
16 ___ apso 

(dog breed)
17 Pinnacle
18 Cow’s hurdle, 

in rhyme
19 It may be 

tucked by 
a doctor

20 Wisher’s object
23 Mauna ___ 

(Hawaii’s 
highest point)

24 Get droopy
25 Potential ring 

accepter
29 Actress Potts
31 Islamic leader, one 

way
33 “Who ___ Seen The 

Wind?”
34 Kansas, e.g.
36 Casual wear
39 Big Dipper, for one
42 Nurture
43 Scots trills
44 Refined 

petroleum
45 Red cheese
47 Aromatic 

compound
51 Qualification
54 Your financial 

adviser 
advises it

56 “How ___ you?”
57 Larger than large
60 Even a bit
63 Hit
64 An amount of 

medicine
65 Mischievous one
66 Ireland, 

affectionately
67 Writing on 

the wall
68 Sound from 

the nest
69 Model cars, e.g.
70 After 

everybody else

DOWN
 1 Nome’s home
 2 Mossy growth
 3 Certain islander
 4 A favorite with milk
 5 Female monster
 6 Stretch out
 7 Overly eager
 8 Grandchild of 

Japanese 
immigrants

 9 Site for some rites
10 Grouch
11 Farm butter?
12 Skeptic or cynic 

follower
13 “Our ___ Will Come”
21 Fly from Africa

22 Deposit on teeth
26 “Birthplace of 

Aviation”
27 Loft locale
28 Quick or slow 

attachment
30 Does not exist
32 Peach ___
35 Like a body in 

Newton’s first law
37 Water source
38 Vent sound
39 Rope fiber
40 City where “The 

Scream” was 
stolen

41 Inspirational 
celebrity

42 Dandy dresser
46 English county known 

for sheep
48 Port on 

Commencement Bay
49 Shakes an Etch A 

Sketch
50 Show mercy
52 Worth
53 Land in a lake, e.g.
55 Lassos
58 Hodgepodge or 

mishmash
59 Worshipped 

carving
60 Garfunkel or Carney
61 AAA specialty
62 Birthday number

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

PLENTY OF SPACE By Kenneth Holt

SUDOKU PACIFIC

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

DILBERT BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES BY BILL WATTERSON

laugh all the way to the bank when you rent this space.
the tea break page is being re-formatted in readiness for our move to a daily cycle. it may look something like this in the future.

our market research shows that a page like this attracts a large number of readers, who loyally read it every day.
ring Marketing department to book this space permanently and

laugh all the way to the bank with the extra business coming in your door.

Telephone us now on +951 392 928 
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Phyo’s cooking adventure

Can’t get enough BBQ
Grill recipes for all diets

phyo.arbidans@gmail.com

oVER the Christmas 
holidays, I made some 
barbecued chicken with a 
smokey pineapple sauce, 
to great acclaim from my 

guests. Below is that recipe, as well 
as a vegetarian version, to satisfy all 
appetites for something grilled.

Grilling drumsticks, however, is 
a bit tricky. The meat isn’t evenly 
distributed on the bone, and you 
have to check the thick end before 
you take it from the heat. Also, it’s a 
good idea to make a tiny slit in each 
drumstick before marinating. This 
way the marinade will seep deeper 
into the flesh and keep it tender and 
flavourful. Small or medium size 
drumsticks are the easiest to cook.

To accompany the chicken, I was 

inspired by Burmese flavours to make 
a tomato and a pineapple relish. Very 
ripe pineapple is best in this recipe 
otherwise it will turn out too sour.

I love to serve drumsticks and 
wings when I host a barbecue. Your 
guests can use their hands and eat 
straight away, so you can get to 
talking and enjoying your company. 
You won’t have to run around making 
sure everyone has the right kind and 
number of utensils.

Barbecued bean curd is a tasty 
vegetarian take on the same thing. It’s 
simple but yummy, and I hope you 
can add grilling to your repertoire of 
skills for preparing this versatile but 
plain food. Frying imparts flavour, but 
with grilling you can let the curd soak 
up a vibrant marinade.

BBQ cHIckEN
serves 6

8 drumsticks 
2 onions, diced
6 cloves garlic, diced
1 piece (4 cm x 1 cm) fresh ginger, 

grated
1 big red chilli
1½ tsp chilli flakes
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
2 tbsp sherry wine/brandy/rum
¼ cup BBQ sauce
1½ tbsp sugar
1 tbsp vegetable oil

Wash the drumsticks and pat dry 
with paper towel. 

Mix onion, garlic and ginger in a 
food processor, or pound with mortar 
and pestle. Add vegetable oil, sugar, 
sherry wine, cinnamon, BBQ sauce 
and chilli flakes. Mix well. 

Place drumsticks in a large glass 
bowl and pour over the sauce. Rub 
the sauce into the drumsticks, and 
cover with plastic 
wrap. Keep 
in fridge 

overnight 
or at least 
six hours.

Grill the 
chicken on an open 
fire, a gas stove or a 
charcoal fire until meat is cooked 
through. Turn the drumsticks from 
time to time and check for doneness 
when they become golden colour.

Serve with lime wedges and salt 
to taste.

PINEAPPLE RELISH
serves 6

1 small ripe pineapple
1 onion
3½ tbsp coriander, chopped

1 tsp chilli flakes (more for spice 
lovers)

1 tsp lime juice
1 tsp fish sauce 

Take the peel off the 
pineapple and discard the 

black eye. Slice 1.5cm thick, 
and cut out the core. Grill 
them for a couple of 
minutes but stop before 
they’re falling apart. 

Before peeling, slice 
and grill the onion in 

the same way, then dice. 
Combine all ingredients 

in a food processor. Serve 
with BBQ meat or curd.

BBQ BEAN cuRd
serves 6

2 bricks bean curd
1 tbsp soy sauce (Kikkoman)
2 tsp sugar
1 tsp dried onion or fried shallots
2 tbsp vegetable oil
2 tbsp sesame seeds
1 tbsp chili and garlic sauce, or 

Shan chilli paste

Wash and dry the bean curd. Pat 
dry with paper towel. Cut into 1cm 
thick slices.

Mix one tablespoon of oil and 
other ingredients in a glass bowl. 
(Glass bowls are better than plastic 
for a clean, pure taste.) Rub the sauce 
on the bean curd gently and marinate 
in the fridge for six or seven hours. 

Grill on an open fire until the 
curd is golden colour. Brush with 
remaining oil during grilling.

Foodie quote
“Secrets, especially with cooking, 

are best shared so that the cuisine 
lives on.” – Bo Songvisava

A Japanese oasis delights visitors to ngwe saung

PART of the delight of a getaway at 
Ngwe Saung is the opportunity to 
eat seafood – lots of it – at the quaint 
beachfront restaurants attached to 
many resorts. But after a few days, 
and the realisation that most menus 
are very much the same, you’ll likely 
be craving a change. Enter Ume Café.

Located on the road out of town, 
the cafe sits opposite the Yanomar Oo 
and Silver View resorts. 

Atop a sandy hill and among palm 
trees and a garden, the dining area 
is open-air and invitingly lit at night 

with warm-coloured lamps, strings of 
lights and torches.

Evening is really the time to come 
(though there’s a 20-percent discount 
on food from 11am to 3pm) since 
each night features a performance 
by a local fire dancer starting around 
7:30pm. Watch from your table or 
take a seat and have a drink in one of 
the surprisingly comfortable rattan 
lounge chairs. 

Even without the performance, it’s 
worth sticking around for the well-
chosen music, which on the nights we 
visited ranged from hip-hop to jazz to 
Afrobeat.

Japanese specialties (minus sushi) 

comprise most of the menu, but you 
will also find a few American-style 
options such as a hummus and egg 
sandwich with French fries, and a 
giant pancake with bananas and 
chocolate syrup. 

On New Year’s Eve, the cafe hosted 
a dinner and dance party with a 
buffet of some of its menu highlights: 
fried chicken, fried shrimp and 
vegetables, tempura and fried rice.

The chicken alone was enough to 
draw us back for three more dinners. 
Crispy on the outside, tender on the 
inside and served with a slice of lime, 
one order (K4000) can make a meal 
in itself or can be paired with the 
tomato salad, which is sprinkled with 
curry powder, oil, vinegar and parsley.

Almost as delicious is the katsudon 
(K4500), a rice bowl topped with 
shredded cabbage, crispy fried pork 
cutlets and a piquant brown sauce.

On the lighter side, the noodle 
salad (K3500) comes with slices of 
tomato and cucumber, shreds of 
scrambled egg and, resourcefully, 
canned ham, all in a smooth, sesame-
flavoured sauce. The ham works, sort 
of, but grilled or even canned fish 
would work better.

To finish, there’s the 
aforementioned pancake as well as a 
coffee jelly and an orange jelly. The 
latter are both good ideas but lacking 
somewhat in the execution. The coffee 
jelly looks promising with layers of 
coffee and cream jelly, but there isn’t 
enough condensed milk or sugar to 
offset the bitterness. The orange jelly, 

in contrast, is sweet but watery.
Another weak spot is the drinks 

selection, despite the presence of 
what looks like a promising tiki bar.

But this seems par for the course 
in Ngwe Saung. You can have Coke 
and Myanmar rum or whisky, wine, 
or the Ume Night, a lip-puckering 
concoction of rum, lemon, sugar and 
salt. On the non-alcoholic front are 
fresh juices and a well-brewed cup of 
green tea.

Aside from these small hitches, 
Ume Café’s food and atmosphere – 
the staff clearly have a good time here 
– make it a unique, must-try place in 
the local dining scene.

Ume Café
ngwe saung Beach, opposite 
Yanomar oo and silver View resorts

Food 9
Beverage 6
service 9
X-factor 9
value for money 7

Total Score: 8/10

WhiTney lighT
light.whitney@gmail.com

From right to left: BBQ chicken, pineapple relish and BBQ bean curd. Photo: Phyo

A fire dancer treats diners to an evening performance. Photo: Ume Cafe 

A view of the funky open air dining room and bar. Photo: Ume Cafe
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18th Paying Homage ceremony hosted by Yangon GTI alumni

Launch of Wutyee Food House cookbook

Dinner with Academy Award winners

Press conference for the Korea Music Festival

54 the pulse socialite

attendees u Tin Hla u Pee Paw centre and Korean officials

Opening ceremony of PRO 1 Home Center

Kajohndet Sangsuban, u Myo Htwe, u Win Myint and u Maung Maung Tin Daw aye aye Han Paramote Techasopatkul PrO 1 Home Center staff

Ko Thu Ta, Ko Sonny and Ma Khine Si Thar aung Better Day Media teamKaung Htet Zaw and Ma Wutyee

u aung Lwin Ko Zaw (a-yone-Oo) and u Zin Wyne

yon yon Chaw yadanar
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Opening ceremony of the
Indonesia Information & Culture Centre
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Mingalabar, readers of The Myanmar Times! Socialite had sore 
feet from running around to all the different social events that she 
had to attend. On December 30, she dropped in on the opening 
ceremony of Prome Restaurant at Mya Kan Thar (2) Street on 
Pyay Road. She managed to relax for two days during New Year 
celebrations before resuming her social life again toward the end 
of the week. On January 2, she attended a dinner with Academy 
Award winners at Sky Star Hotel, and on the following day she 
attended a press conference for the upcoming Korea Music 
Festival at Sedona Hotel. On the weekend, she participated in the 
18th Paying Homage ceremony for teachers hosted by alumni of 
Yangon GTI, and then she enjoyed the opening of PRO 1 Home 
Center. On January 8, she was treated to a healthy cooking 
demo at the launch of the Wutyee Food House cookbook before 
attending Suko’s 4th anniversary at Traders Hotel.

Moh Moh 
Thaw

mohthaw@gmail.com

Minister u aye Myint Kyu and wife, Indonesian ambassador and wife

Daw Khin Win nwe

Ko Soe San Ma Hnin Su Khine Oou Mar Zay Tin and Daw Si Mar
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Lucky draw winners
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Domestic
6T = Air Mandalay

W9 = Air Bagan

YJ = Asian Wings

K7 = AIR KBZ

YH = Yangon Airways

FMI = FMI AIR Charter

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

Domestic  Airlines
Air Bagan Ltd. (W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 (Airport),  
Fax: 372983

Air Mandalay (6T)
Tel : (Head Office) 501520, 525488, 
Fax: 525937. Airport: 533222~3, 09-73152853. 
Fax: 533223.

Asian Wings (YJ)
Tel: 951 516654, 532253, 09-731-35991~3. 
Fax: 951 532333

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999, 
Fax: 01 860 4051

Yangon Airways(YH)
Tel: (+95-1) 383 100,  383 107, 700 264,  
Fax: 652 533.

FMI Air Charter - Sales & 
Reservations
Tel: (95-1) 240363, 240373 / (+95-9) 421146545

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

Yangon to naY PYi taw
Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A1 1,2,3,4,5 7:30 8:30
Y5 777 1,2,3,4,6 7:45 8:25
FMI A1 6 8:00 9:00
FMI B1 1,2,3,4,5 11:30 12:30
FMI A1 7 15:30 16:30
FMI C1 1,2,3,4,5 16:30 17:30

naY PYi taw to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
FMI A2 1,2,3,4,5 8:50 9:50
FMI A2 6 10:00 11:00
FMI B2 1,2,3,4,5 13:00 14:00
FMI A2 7 17:00 18:00
Y5 778 1,2,3,4,6 17:30 18:10
FMI C2 1,2,3,4,5 18:00 19:00

Yangon to MandalaY
Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 901 4 6:00 7:25
YH 917 1,3,6,7 6:00 7:40
YH 917 2,4,5 6:00 8:20
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:05
YJ 901 1,2,3,5,6,7 6:10 7:35
Y5 234 Daily 6:15 7:30
YH 909 5 6:15 7:55
6T 401 Daily 6:20 8:25
K7 222 Daily 6:30 8:40
K7 626 1,5 6:45 8:10
K7 226 2,4 6:45 8:10
YH 833 2 7:00 8:40
YH 531 3 7:00 8:40
W9 201 Daily 7:30 8:55
8M 6603 2,4,7 9:00 10:10
K7 624 Daily 10:30 11:55

YJ 751/W9 7751 3,5,7 10:30 12:25
YJ 761 1,2,7 10:30 12:25

YJ 602/W9 7602 6 10:30 12:35
YJ 761 4,6 10:45 12:40
YJ 211 5,7 11:00 12:25
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 12:25
YH 737 3,5 11:00 13:10
YH 729 2,4 11:00 14:00
YH 737 7 11:30 13:40
YH 727 1 11:30 13:40
YH 729 6 11:30 14:30
W9 251 2,5 11:15 12:40
6T 807 7 11:30 12:55
6T 807 1 12:00 13:25
YH 731 7 14:00 16:10
K7 224 Daily 14:30 16:35
W9 129 Daily 15:00 16:55
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,6 15:00 17:10
6T 501 Daily 15:30 17:30
W9 211 Daily 15:30 16:55

MandalaY to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YJ 901 4 7:40 10:30
YJ 901 1,2,3,6,7 7:50 9:55
Y5 233 Daily 8:10 9:25
YH 918 2,4,5 8:20 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 8:20 10:15
6T 402 Daily 8:45 10:45
K7 223 Daily 8:55 11:00

YH 918 1,3,6,7 9:10 11:05
W9 201 Daily 9:10 11:05
W9 144 Daily 9:20 10:45
Y5 132 3,5,6,7 9:30 10:30
K7 227 2,4 10:35 12:00
K7 627 1,5 10:55 12:20
K7 845 2,4,7 12:50 16:00
YH 738 5 13:10 17:35
6T 808 7 13:15 15:15
6T 808 1 13:45 15:45
YH 730 2,4 14:00 18:55
YH 730 6 14:30 18:15
YJ 212 7 15:00 16:25
YJ 202 1,2,3,4 15:30 16:55
YJ 212 5,7 16:00 17:55
YJ 762 1,2,4,6 16:05 17:30
YJ 762 4,6 16:20 17:45
W9 120 1,3,6 16:30 17:55
K7 225 Daily 16:50 19:00
YH 728 1 17:00 18:25

YJ 752/W9 7752 7 17:00 18:25
W9 129 Daily 17:10 18:35
YH 738 3 17:10 18:35
YH 732 1 17:10 19:15
W9 211 Daily 17:10 19:15
K7 625 Daily 17:10 18:35

8M 6604 2,4,7 17:20 18:30
YH 738 7 17:40 19:05
6T 502 Daily 17:50 19:55

YJ 752/W9 7752 3,5 17:20 18:45
YJ 602/W9 7602 6 17:30 18:55

Yangon to nYaung u
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 917 2,4,5 6:00 7:35
YH 917 1,3,6,7 6:00 8:25
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 7:20
YJ 901 4 6:00 8:10
YJ 901 1,2,3,5,6,7 6:10 8:20
W9 141 Daily 6:15 7:35
YH 909 1,6,7 6:15 7:50
YH 909 5 6:15 8:40
6T 401 Daily 6:20 7:40
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 6:30 7:50
K7 222 Daily 6:30 7:50
YH 909 2,3,4 6:30 8:05
W9 143 Daily 7:15 8:35

YJ 601/W9 7601 6 10:30 11:50
YH 731 4 13:30 17:20
K7 224 Daily 14:30 17:25
W9 211 Daily 15:30 17:40
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,6 15:00 17:55
6T 501 Daily 15:30 18:20

nYaung u to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 918 2,4,5 7:35 10:15
YH 918 1,3,6,7 8:25 11:05
YJ 891 Daily 7:35 10:15
W9 141 Daily 7:50 10:40
K7 222 Daily 8:05 11:00
YJ 901 4 8:25 10:30
YJ 901 1,2,3,5,6,7 8:35 9:55
YH 910 1 7:50 9:55
YH 910 2,3,4 8:05 10:10
YH 910 5 8:40 10:00

W9 144 Daily 8:50 10:10
YH 910 6,7 9:40 11:00
6T 351 5 10:50 13:55
K7 225 Daily 17:45 19:00
W9 211 Daily 17:55 19:15
YH 732 1,2,3,4,5,6 17:55 19:15
6T 502 Daily 18:35 19:55

Yangon to MYitkYina
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 833 2 7:00 10:05
YH 831 4,6 7:00 10:15
K7 844 2,4,7 7:30 11:05
K7 624 Daily 10:30 13:25
YJ 211 5 11:00 13:50
YJ 201 1,2,3,4 11:00 13:50
W9 251 2,5 11:15 14:10

MYitkYina to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 834 2 10:05 12:55
YH 832 4,6 10:15 13:15
YJ 211 5 14:05 17:55
YJ 202 1,2,3,4 14:05 16:55
K7 625 Daily 15:40 18:35
W9 252 2,5 16:05 19:00

Yangon to HeHo
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 917 2,4,5 6:00 9:05
YH 917 1,3,6,7 6:00 9:55
YJ 891 Daily 6:00 8:50
YH 909 1,6,7 6:15 8:45
W9 141 Daily 6:15 8:20
6T 401 Daily 6:20 9:20
YH 909 2,3,4 6:30 9:00
K7 222 Daily 6:30 9:30
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 6:30 8:45
W9 201 Daily 7:30 9:40
K7 828 1,3,5 7:30 8:45
YH 505 2,3,4 10:30 11:55

YJ 751/W9 7751 3,5,7 10:30 11:40
YJ 761 1,2 10:30 11:40
YJ 761 4,6 10:45 11:55
YH 737 3,5,7 11:00 12:25
W9 203 Daily 11:00 12:10
YH 737 7 11:30 12:55
W9 119 1,3,6 11:15 12:25
YH 505 6,7 11:30 12:55
YH 727 1 11:30 12:55
6T 807 7 11:30 13:50
K7 826 2,6 11:45 13:00
6T 807 1 12:00 14:20
YH 731 4 13:30 14:55
YH 731 7 14:00 15:25
K7 224 Daily 14:30 15:45
W9 129 Daily 15:00 16:10
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,6 15:00 16:25
6T 501 Daily 15:30 16:40

HeHo to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 141 Daily 8:35 10:40
YH 909 1 8:45 9:55
YH 909 6,7 8:45 11:00
6T 352 Daily 9:00 11:10

YH 909 2,3,4 9:00 10:10
YH 918 2 9:05 10:15
YJ 891 Daily 9:05 10:15
6T 402 Daily 9:35 10:45
K7 223 Daily 9:45 11:00
YH 918 1 9:55 11:05
W9 201 Daily 9:55 11:05
YH 506 2,3,4 11:55 14:00
W9 204 Daily 12:25 13:35
YH 506 6,7 12:55 15:00
K7 829 1,3,5 13:50 15:05
6T 808 7 14:05 15:15
6T 808 1 14:35 15:45
W9 120 1,3,6 15:45 17:55
YH 728 1 16:15 18:25
YH 730 6 17:05 18:15
YH 730 2,4 17:45 18:55
YJ 762 1,2 15:20 17:30
YJ 762 4,6 15:35 17:45
K7 224 Daily 16:00 19:00

YJ 752/W9 7752 7 16:15 18:25
YH 738 5 16:25 17:35
YH 738 3 16:25 18:35
W9 129 Daily 16:25 18:35
YH 731 1,2,3,4,5,6 16:25 18:35
YH 732 7 16:55 18:05
YH 738 7 16:55 19:05
6T 501 Daily 16:55 19:55
K7 827 2,6 17:25 18:40

Yangon  to Sit t we
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 511 1 10:30 12:05
YH 511 5 10:30 12:35
6T 605 Daily 11:15 13:15
W9 309 1,3,5,6,7 11:30 12:55
K7 426 Daily 12:30 13:50
6T 611 4,6 14:30 15:55

Sit t we to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
YH 512 1 12:05 13:55
YH 512 5 12:35 13:55
6T 606 Daily 13:35 15:00
K7 427 Daily 14:05 15:25
6T 612 4,6 16:15 17:40

Yangon to MYeik
Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 319 Daily 7:00 9:05
YH 633 5,7 7:00 9:15
YH 633 3 11:30 13:45

MYeik to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
K7 320 Daily 11:30 13:35
YH 634 5,7 11:25 13:25
YH 633 3 13:45 17:25

Yangon to tHandwe
Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 141 Daily 6:15 9:35
6T 351 1,2,3,4,6,7 6:30 10:00
6T 605 Daily 11:15 12:10
YH 511 5 10:30 11:35
YH 505 2,3,4 10:30 13:10

YH 511 1 10:30 13:05
W9307 2,4 11:30 13:50
W9 309 1,3,5,6,7 11:30 13:50
YH 505 6,7 11:30 14:10

tHandwe to Yangon
Flight Days Dep Arr
W9 141 Daily 9:50 10:40
6T 632 1,2,3,4,6,7 10:15 11:10
6T 605 Dailys 12:25 15:00
6T 632 5 13:00 13:55
YH 511 5 11:35 13:55
YH 506 2,3,4 13:10 14:00
YH 511 1 13:05 13:55
W9 307 2,4 14:05 14:55
W9 309 1,3,5,6,7 14:05 14:55
YH 506 6,7 14:10 15:00
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WHEN Marie Antoinette 
wanted to escape the 
confines and pressures 
of courtly life, she re-
treated to her quaint 

Petit Hameau where she and her com-
panions donned their finest peasant 
frocks and pretended to be poor. A 
century later, fashionable Londoners 
took that pauper fantasy to a new 
extreme, nocturnally touring East 
London’s slums, where they gawked 
at ladies of the night and coined the 
phrase “slumming it”.

The idiosyncratic pastime eventu-
ally made its way across the pond and, 
before long, New York City socialites 
were hitting the Bowery in search of 
opium dens and low-brow adventure. 
Back then, slum tourism was sort of a 
DIY diversion.

Today, it’s an all-inclusive 
destination vacation. Twenty-first 
century slum tourism is a far cry 
from the back alley excursions 
of yesteryear. For the right price, 
discerning travellers can experience 
firsthand how the poorest of the poor 
live – without ever having to sacrifice 
first-world conveniences like Wi-Fi, 
heated floors and jacuzzi tubs.

Here are details of four of our 
(least) favorite poverty-chic getaways, 
including where to book – and just 
how tasteless these options are.

A 5-STAR SouTH AfRIcAN 
SHANTYTowN
Emoya
Bloemfontein, South africa
Lodging from $82 per night
Tastelessness: Very high

Have you ever wanted to steal 
away to a cozy tin shack in one of 
South Africa’s sprawling shantytowns 
– only to change your mind over 
concerns about crime, noise and 
generally poor infrastructure? Emoya, 
a luxury hotel in Bloemfontein, may 
be just what you’re looking for: A 
quaint little shantytown tucked safely 
away on a game preserve. A mere $82 
per night will get you a private shack, 
made of corrugated tin sheets, so you 
can experience the charm of living in 
a post-apartheid shantytown, without 
ever having to set foot in one. The 
shanties come equipped with heated 
floors, free Wi-Fi and spa services.

VAcATIoN lIkE A boRDER 
cRoSSER, IN MExIco
Parque Ecoalberto
Hidalgo, Mexico
Lodging from $105 per night,
“night Walk” tour $19 per person
Tastelessness: Moderate

In Southern Mexico, an eco-park 

owned by Hñahñu Indians offers 
tourists a chance to live out the drama 
and tension of an illegal border 
crossing. Called “Night Walk”, the 
strange excursion lasts about four hours 
and takes groups on an imaginary 
journey through the desert and across 
the Rio Grande. A dozen or so Hñahñus 
act out different roles: fellow migrants 
in search of work, as well as police on 
the lookout for border crossers. The 
park also includes hot springs, kayaking 
and camp grounds.

IN INDoNESIA, AN AuTHENTIc, 
bARE-boNES (AND SoMETIMES 
flooDED) gETAwAY
Banana republic village
Jakarta, Indonesia
Lodging $10 per night
Tastelessness: High

Travellers looking for a more 
realistic third-world experience 
may find it at Banana Republic, a 
plantation village minutes outside 
of Jakarta. Ten dollars per night 
will get you a room, a mattress and 
a fan within this interconnected 
shanty-home complex. Bring your 
own flashlight if you expect to use 
the outdoor toilet at night, as well as 
your own toiletries for the communal 
shower. If that’s not authentic enough 
for you, the Airbnb posting notes that 
“in December, the floods arrive. Heavy 
rain causes the river surrounding the 
village to overflow... The rusty roofs 
leak and leave the homes damp.” 
According to the ad, your $10 will 
help unclog the river and repair 
damaged roofs – but not before you 
get the chance to enjoy both.

TouR RIo DE JANEIRo’S lARgEST 
fAVElA wITH SoME of ITS VERY 
owN RESIDENTS
Favela Tourism Workshop
rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Tour starting from $30 per person
Tastelessness: Moderate to mild

A Brazilian company called Exotic 
Tours was the first to offer sightseeing 
tours of Rio de Janeiro’s biggest 
slum, Rocinha. In recent years, it 
began hiring local favela residents to 
work as guides, an effort that creates 
a more authentic experience for 
travellers, and provides some income 
for members of the community. The 
company claims that some of the 
proceeds benefit a local school, so 
tourists can rest assured that they’re 
doing their part to help Rio’s urban 
poor. Be warned, though: Increasing 
tourism has helped to transform 
Rocinha from a sprawling shantytown 
into a semi-developed urban slum, 
so it’s perhaps less gritty than the 
average poverty tourist might prefer. 

– Foreign Policy

WASHINGTON

‘Slumming it’– 
for $82 per 
night
CATHerINe A TrAyWICk

In Bloemfontein, South Africa, a mere $82 per night will get you a private shack, 
made of corrugated tin sheets, so you can experience the charm of living in a post-
apartheid shantytown, without ever having to set foot in one. Photo: Supplied.

International
FD & AK = Air Asia

TG = Thai Airways

8M = Myanmar Airways International

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

PG = Bangkok Airways

MI = Silk Air

VN = Vietnam Airline

MH = Malaysia Airlines

CZ = China Southern

CI = China Airlines

CA = Air China

KA = Dragonair

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

IC = Indian Airlines Limited

W9 = Air Bagan

3K = Jet Star

AI = Air India

QR = Qatar Airways

KE = Korea Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways

DE = Condor Airlines

MU=China Eastern Airlines

BR = Eva Airlines

DE = Condor

AI = Air India

BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines

Subject to change
without notice

International  Airlines
Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
Tel : 253597~98, 254758. Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Condor (DE)
Tel: + 95 1 -370836 up to 39 (ext : 810)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, Fax : 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999, 
Fax: 01 860 4051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 Fax 
: 241124

Myanmar Airways International(8M)
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
Tel: 255 287~9, Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel : 255491~6, Fax : 255223

Vietnam  Airlines (VN)
Fax : 255086. Tel  255066/ 255088/ 255068.

Qatar Airways (Temporary Office)
Tel: 01-250388, (ext: 8142, 8210)

Biman Bangladesh Airlines (BG)
Tel: 371867~68, Fax: 371869.

Day
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

InTErnATIOnAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES
YAnGOn TO BAnGKOK

Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 706 Daily 7:15 9:30
8M 335 Daily 8:40 10:25
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45
PG 702 Daily 10:30 12:25
TG 302 Daily 14:55 16:50
PG 708 Daily 15:20 17:15
8M 331 Daily 16:30 18:15
PG 704 Daily 18:20 20:15
Y5 237 Daily 18:05 19:50
TG 306 Daily 19:45 21:40

YAnGOn TO DOn MUEnG
Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4231 1,3,5,7 8:00 9:45
FD 2752 Daily 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 Daily 12:50 14:40
FD 2754 Daily 17:35 19:25
FD 2758 1,2,3,4 20:55 22:50

YAnGOn TO SInGAPOrE
Flights Days Dep Arr

MI 509/SQ 5019 1,2,6,7 0:25 5:00
8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25
8M 233 5,6,7 14:00 18:25
Y5 233 Daily 10:10 14:40

SQ 997/MI 5871 Daily 10:25 14:45
3K 586 Daily 11:40 16:20

MI 517/SQ 5017 Daily 16:40 21:15
TR 2827 1,6,7 15:10 19:35
TR 2827 2,3,4,5 17:10 21:35
3K 588 2,3,5 19:30 00:10+1

YAnGOn TO KUALA LUMPUr
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 501 1,3,5,6 8:55 12:55
AK 1427 Daily 8:30 12:50
MH 741 Daily 12:15 16:30
MH 743 Daily 16:00 20:15
AK 1421 Daily 19:05 23:20

YAnGOn TO BEIJInG
Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 14:15 21:55

YAnGOn TO GAUnGZHOU
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 711 2,4,7 8:40 13:15
CZ 3056 3,6 11:35 15:50
CZ 3056 1,5 17:40 22:05

YAnGOn TO TAIPEI
Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7916 1,2,3,5,6 10:50 16:15

YAnGOn TO KUnMInG
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2012 1,3 12:20 18:20
MU 2032 Daily 14:40 18:00
CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 14:15 17:35

YAnGOn TO CHIAnG MAI
Flights Days Dep Arr

W9 9607 4,7 14:30 16:20

YAnGOn TO HAnOI
Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 19:10 21:30

YAnGOn TO HO CHI MInH CITY
Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 942 2,4,7 14:25 17:10

YAnGOn TO DOHA
Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 919 Daily 7:30 11:15

YAnGOn TO PHnOM PEnH
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 403 1,3,6 8:35 12:30

YAnGOn TO SEOUL
Flights Days Dep Arr
0Z 770 4,7 0:50 8:50
KE 472 Daily 23:35 07:45+1

YAnGOn TO HOnG KOnG
Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 251 1,2,4,6 01:10 05:35

YAnGOn TO TOKYO
Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 914 Daily 22:10 06:45+1

YAnGOn TO SIEM rEAP
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 401 1,3,6 8:35 10:45

YAnGOn TO GAYA
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 601 1,3,5,6 9:00 10:20

YAnGOn TO DHAKA
Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 061 1,4 19:30 20:45

MAnDALAY TO BAnGKOK
Flights Days Dep Arr

TG 2982 1,2,4,6 9:50 12:00
TG 2984 3,5 19:35 21:45
PG 710 Daily 14:15 16:40

MAnDALAY TO DOn MUEnG
Flights Days Dep Arr

FD 2761 Daily 12:50 15:15

MAnDALAY TO KUnMInG
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2030 Daily 14:40 17:20

nAYPYIDAW TO BAnGKOK
Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 722 1,2,3,4,5 19:45 22:45

BAnGKOK TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 336 Daily 11:55 12:40
TG 303 Daily 8:00 8:45
PG 701 Daily 8:50 9:40
TG 301 Daily 13:00 13:45
PG 707 Daily 13:40 14:30
PG 703 Daily 16:45 17:35
TG 305 Daily 17:50 18:45
8M 332 Daily 19:20 20:05
PG 705 Daily 20:00 21:15
Y5 238 Daily 21:10 21:55

DOn MUEnG TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

DD 4230 1,3,5,7 6:30 7:15
FD 2751 Daily 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 Daily 11:35 12:20
FD 2753 Daily 16:20 17:05
FD 2757 1,2,3,4 19:35 20:25

SInGAPOrE TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

SQ 998/MI 5872 Daily 7:55 9:20
3K 585 Daily 9:10 10:40
8M 232 Daily 13:25 14:50
TR 2826 1,6,7 13:10 14:30

MI 518/MI 5018 Daily 14:20 15:45
TR 2826 2,3,4,5 15:00 16:30
Y5 234 Daily 15:35 17:05
3K 587 2,3,5 17:20 18:50
8M 234 5,6,7 19:25 20:50

MI 520/SQ 5020 1,5,6,7 22:10 23:35

BEIJInG TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
CA 905 2,3,4,6,7 8:05 13:15

KAULA LUMPUr TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

AK 1426 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 740 Daily 10:05 11:15
MH742 Daily 13:50 15:00
8M 502 1,3,5,6 14:00 15:00
AK 1420 Daily 17:20 18:25

GUAnGZHOU TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

CZ 3055 3,6 8:35 10:35
CZ 3055 1,5 14:40 16:40
8M 712 2,4,7 14:15 15:50

TAIPEI TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

CI 7915 1,2,3,5,6 7:00 9:55

KUnMInG TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2011 1,3 8:25 11:40
CA 905 2,3,4,6,7 13:00 13:15

MU 2031 Daily 13:30 14:00

CHIAnG MAI TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

W9 9608 4,7 17:20 18:10

HAnOI TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:35 18:10

HO CHI MInH CITY TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 943 2,4,7 11:40 13:25

DOHA TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
QR 918 Daily 21:15 06:29+1

GAYA TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 602 1,3,5,6 11:20 14:30

PHnOM PEnH TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr

8M 404 1,3,6 13:30 14:55

SEOUL TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
KE 471 Daily 18:30 22:30
0Z 769 3,6 19:30 23:40

TOKYO TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
NH 913 Daily 11:45 17:15

HOnG KOnG TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
KA 250 1,3,5,7 21:50 23:45

DHAKA TO YAnGOn
Flights Days Dep Arr
BG 060 1,4 16:15 18:30

BAnGKOK TO MAnDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr

TG 2981 1,2,4,6 7:45 9:00
TG 2983 3,5 17:30 18:45
PG 709 Daily 12:05 13:25

DOn MUEAnG TO MAnDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr

FD 2760 Daily 10:55 12:20

KUnMInG TO MAnDALAY
Flights Days Dep Arr

MU 2029 Daily 13:55 13:50

BAnGKOK TO nAYPYIDAW
Flights Days Dep Arr
PG 721 1,2,3,4,5 17:15 19:15
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WeekLy predICTIONS
January 13 - 19, 2014

CANCer | Jun 21 - Jul 22

Listening intently is 
one of the best ways to 
honour a person and 
forge a deep human 
connection. Business 

is in so many ways about love, and 
acclaim will come by doing your job 
with love. Know your priorities. you 
must constantly play a bigger game 
and use your creative talents to do 
and see more. The love within you 
is important.

ArIeS | Mar 21 - apr 19

Imagination is your most 
powerful faculty. It shows 
you what is lovely and 
good. you are what you 
picture yourself to be. 

avoid conflict between your conscious 
and subconscious. Before going to 
sleep, imagine the fulfillment of your 
social desires over and over again. 
reflect tomorrow and count how many 
times you catch yourself satisfying your 
need for self-esteem.

CAprICOrN | Dec 22 - Jan 19

attitude is more important 
than facts, appearance and 
skill. you must have less to 
do with position and let your 
disposition among 

colleagues and friends bring pleasure. 
Know that lack of motivation depends on 
your lack of a plan. Be courageous to take 
on the right challenges and pay more 
attention to correcting dishonesty. Love 
needs sincerity and mutual 
understanding.

LIbrA | Sep 23 - Oct 22

Develop a habit of 
observing people wherever 
you are. Controlling your 
speech will also save you 
from many ugly situations 

in life. ask and welcome profound 
questions. Good questions lead to 
excellent answers and greater clarity 
and clarity is the Dna of authentic 
success and personal greatness. Let 
your heart make choices and feel 
without interference.

AuNg MYIN kYAw
4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan road, Tarmwe township, yangon.
Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

pISCeS | Feb 19 - March 20

Beware of prejudices. 
Light is good in whatever 
lamp it is burning, and a 
star has the same 
radiance whether it 

shines from the East or from the West. 
Seek happiness in all your colleagues 
and partners. There is much more to 
liberty than your limited and selfish 
objectives. Create a congenial 
environment.

VIrGO | aug 23 - Sep 22

Know that the values of 
principle-based decisions 
and popularity-based 
decisions differ. Keep your 
integrity with close friends 

and colleagues in order to develop trust 
and loyalty. Make it a golden habit to put 
what is best for others ahead of what is 
best for you. From this social position you 
will experience respect and favor, and 
your dreams of love will come true.

AquArIuS | Jan 20 - Feb 18

Get acquainted with the 
riches of your subconscious 
mind. Do not make a god of 
money, but lead a balanced 
life. Stop trying to get 

something for nothing. you must give to 
receive. you will be wealthy if you implant 
the idea of wealth in your subconscious. 
Love will not help you.

LeO | Jul 23 - aug 22

a goal is a dream with a 
deadline. If you don’t know 
what you want or where you 
are going, you will get next 
to nothing and end up 

nowhere. Challenge yourself, reflect on 
your personal records and be ready to 
face new obstacles. your objectives 
should specify end results.

GemINI | May 21 - June 20

Know where you stand. 
Know and do the things 
that reward you with high 
returns. Make the difficult 
decisions that will make a 

difference. realise that people are your 
most valuable assets, and seek to 
encourage rather than argue. People do 
as they see. regrettably, you tend to 
forget the high influence of showing 
integrity in the home.

SAGITTArIuS | nov 22 - Dec 21

a great person gives no 
thought to hotly pursuing 
pleasure and shortcuts to 
success. When you have 
integrity you have nothing to 

hide and nothing to fear. Establish a 
system of values against which all of life 
is judged. understand the challenge of 
trying to change others and yourself for 
the better. Feel secure and satisfied in 
love and stay flexible.

TAuruS | apr 20 - May 20

Be ready to seize your 
moment in social 
relationships. The most 
effective way to understand 
the power of influence is to 

think of a time you were touched by a 
person or an event, when you were at a 
loss for words. The more effort you put 
into identifying your potential influence, 
the less likely you will be to fall.

SCOrpIO | Oct 23 - nov 21

always remain aware that, 
according to the abiding 
laws of nature, nothing – 
neither good nor bad – is 
going to stay forever. 

alertness is a must for your mental 
performance. Spend time in fresh 
environments and new atmospheres to 
enhance your power. Love will be in 
question.

living well in Myanmar

The 8-minute workout: Each exercise should be done at maximum intensity for 30 seconds, with 10 seconds of rest 
between each exercise. Graphic: Ko Htway

dOCTORS and health 
professionals have known 
for a long time that 
regular exercise benefits 
health in many ways. 

From heart disease to brain disease 
to cancer to mental sharpness, 
people who maintain an exercise 
regimen over the years live longer 
and more vigorous lives. The results 
are so convincing that research now 
focuses not on whether exercise 
is good for you but rather on 
determining the right amount of 
exercise, the right type of exercise 
and why it is that exercise is so 
beneficial.

For the last decade or so the 
standard recommendation has 
been to aim for 150 minutes of 
moderate exercise (ie: walking) or 
90 minutes of vigorous exercise 
(ie: swimming, biking, running) 
per week. Health professionals 
think that ideally exercise should 
combine aerobic activity that makes 
your heart and breathing go fast, 
with muscle strengthening activity 
that makes your body feel sore. For 
people with sedentary professional 
lives, achieving the target amount 
of exercise requires considerable 
willpower and setting aside an 
appropriate amount of time.

At my clinics in Yangon and 
California my patients have been 
fairly consistent in the excuses they 
give for not exercising: not enough 
time, the gym/pool is too expensive, 
no open space near the home, the 
streets are not good for biking, 
exercise is too boring, etc. Because 
these excuses are so common, 
interest is rising in finding more 

acceptable ways for people to enjoy 
the benefits of exercise.

A newer area of research is 
High Intensity Interval Training, 
or HIIT. Proponents of HIIT are 
hoping to prove that short bursts of 
exercise, which require much less 
time but rigorous effort, are equally 
beneficial to the 30-60 minute 
exercise routines that are the 
current standard. Data so far seems 
to indicate that HIIT achieves 
increases in metabolic rate – resting 
energy expenditure – that are equal 
to longer workouts. In addition, 
molecular changes inside muscles 
appear to be similar in short, high-
intensity exercise and moderate-
intensity endurance exercise.

An article published earlier this 
year in the American College of 
Sports Medicine’s Health & Fitness 
Journal, and later covered by The 
New York Times, suggests a routine 
for those who may be interested 
in quick-fix activity. The exercises 
shown in the graphic above are each 
done at maximum intensity for 30 
seconds. Maximum intensity means 
it should feel quite uncomfortable. 
Between each exercise you take 
a 10-second rest that allows 
for muscle oxygenation. To be 
effective, the full set of exercises 
must be completed, making 
total exercise time just short of 
8 minutes. The article authors 
attempted to design a routine that 
involves all major muscle groups 
in a balanced fashion, alternates 
between opposing muscle groups 
to maximise recovery time, and 
switches between high and low 
heart-rate activities.

The advantage of an exercise 
routine such as this is that it’s 
quick. Also it can be done almost 
anywhere and requires only a wall 
and a chair. A person’s own body 
weight is used to provide resistance. 
The challenge is ensuring that you 
perform the exercises with sufficient 

intensity to realise the benefit.
Because HIIT hasn’t been 

around for very long, we don’t know 
yet whether it will yield the same 
long-term benefits as traditional 
exercise. We also don’t have any 
objective evidence that adults prefer 
HIIT over jogging or biking, so it 
shouldn’t be adopted yet as a public 
health strategy. As a physician, 
however, I’m happy to add this 
approach to the exercise options I 

offer to patients. The only effective 
exercise is the one that you actually 
do, so if a short high-intensity 
program means you’re more likely 
to move your body several times per 
week then HIIT may be for you!

Christoph Gelsdorf is an American 
Board of Family Medicine physician 
who has a health clinic in Yangon (www.
gelsdorfMD.com). He is a member of 
the GP Society of the Myanmar Medical 
Association. Reader inquiries are 
welcomed.

Can you spare 8 
minutes for exercise?

Christoph 
Gelsdorf, 
Md
livingwellmyanmar@gmail.com

Data suggests 
that short bursts 
of exercise 
achieve 
metabolic 
rate increases 
equal to longer 
workouts.



Avenue 64 Hotel
No. 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392, 
01 656913-9

Asia Plaza Hotel 
YANGoN

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung 
San Road, Corner of 
38th Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. 
Tel : (951) 391070, 391071. 
Reservation@391070 
(Ext) 1910, 106. 
Fax : (951) 391375. Email : 
hotelasiaplaza@gmail.com

The Essentials

Emergency Numbers

for more information about these listings, please Contact - classified@myanmartimes.com.mm

    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae 
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,  
Tel : 01-566538, 566539
IOM 12th Flr, Traders Hotel, 
223, Tel: 252560 ext. 5002
UNAIDS 137/1, Thaw Wun Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel : 534498, 504832
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp. 
Tel: 666903, 664539. 
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp. 
Tel: 524022, 524024. 
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel.  
Tel: 254852, 254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan, 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, 
Kyauktada. Tel: 375527~32,  
Email: unicef.yangon@unicef. 
org, www.unicef.org/myanmar.
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward 
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903, 
9660556, 9660538, 9660398. 
email: fo.myanmar@unodc.org 
UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3rd 

floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp. Tel: 951-
657281~7. Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE Tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
WFP 5 Kan Baw Za St, Shwe 
Taung Kyar Ward (2), (Golden 
Valley), Bahan Tsp.  
Tel : 2305971~6 (6 lines).
WHO No. 2, Pyay Rd, 7 Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp, Tel : 650405-
6, 650416, 654386-90.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Tsp. Tel:  225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel: 
641672, 641673. fax: 641561. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand 
Road, Yangon. Tel : 
251810, 251797, 251798.
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 515275, 526144, 
email: bdootygn@
mptmail.net.mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road,  
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 507225, 
507251. email: Administ.
yangon@itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
566985, 503978.  
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B), 
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 549609, 540964. 
email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 221280, 221281.
Danmark, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17.
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 222886, 222887, 
Egyptembassy86@
gmail.com
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 212178, 212520, 
email: ambaf rance. 
rangoun@ diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke 
Aung San Museum Road, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 548951, 548952, 
email: info@rangun. 
diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
St, Yangon.  
Tel: 391219, 388412, 
email: indiaembassy @
mptmail.net.mm
Indonesia 100, 
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 254465, 
254469, 229750, fax: 
254468, email: kukygn @
indonesia.com.mm

Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 515115, fax: 
515116, email: info@
yangon.mfa.gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax: 
514565, email: ambyang.
mail@ esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8, 
540399, 540400, 540411, 
545988, fax: 549643
Embassy of the State of 
Kuwait Chatrium Hotel, 
Rm: 416, 418, 420, 422, 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe 
Tsp, Tel: 544500.
North Korea 77C, Shin 
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 512642, 510205
South Korea  97 
University Avenue, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 527142-
4, 515190, fax: 513286, 
email: myanmar@mofat.
go.kr
Lao A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
222482, fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 220248, 220249, 
email: mwkyangon@
mptmail.net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb 
@mptmail.net.mm
Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu 
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel: 01 – 9669520 - 17 
Fax – 01- 9669516
New Zealand No. 43/C, 
Inya Myaing Rd, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-2305805
Netherlands Diplomatic 
Mission No. 43/C, Inya 
Myaing Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-2305805

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Rd, 
Yangon. Tel: 222881 
(Chancery Exchange) 
Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Rd, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 558149-151,Email: 
p.e. yangon@gmail.com
Russian 38, Sagawa Rd, 
Yangon.  
Tel: 241955, 254161, 
Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia No.287/289, U 
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung.
Tel : 01-536153, 516952. 
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya 
Rd, P.O.Box No. 943, 
Yangon. Tel: 515282, 
515283, email: serbemb 
@ yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, 
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 559001, 
email: singemb_ ygn@_
sgmfa. gov.sg
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win 
Road, Yangon.  
Tel: 222812, 
The Embassy of 
Switzerland  
No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5 
½ mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 534754, 
512873, 507089.  
Fax: 534754, Ext: 110
Thailand 94 Pyay Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkish Embassy 
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St, 
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon. 
Tel : 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80 
Strand Rd, Yangon.  
Tel: 370867, 380322, 
371852, 371853, 256438, 
United States of 
America 110, University 
Avenue, Kamayut Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 536509, 
535756, Fax: 650306
Vietnam Bldg-72, 
Thanlwin Rd, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 511305

General Listing

Chatrium Hotel 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.  
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day 
Zeya & Associates co., ltd.
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.  
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

AIR CONDITION

RESORTS

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3, 
        229358 ~ 61,  
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313.  
www.cloverhotel.asia.  
info@cloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn 
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872

PARKROyAL yangon, 
Myanmar  
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp.  
tel: 250388. fax: 252478. 
email: enquiry.prygn@
parkroyalhotels.com 
parkroyalhotels. com.

Golden Hill Towers  
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp.  
tel: 558556. ghtower@
mptmail.net.mm.
Marina Residence  
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel: 09-7349-4483,  
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

Happy Homes
Real estate & PRoPeRty 

ManageMent

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com
Savoy Hotel  
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp.  
tel: 526289, 526298, 
Sedona Hotel  
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.
Strand Hotel  
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.
Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.
Traders Hotel  
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.
Winner Inn  
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com
Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com
yuzana Hotel 
130, Shwegondaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600
yuzana Garden Hotel 
44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp, 
tel : 01-248944

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

Royal white Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com

Reservation office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Royal kumudra Hotel, 
(Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177, 
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

(Nay Pyi Taw)

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing, 
Thamine Station St., Near 
the Bayint Naung Point, 
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744, 
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace@
myanmar.com.mm

No. 12, Pho Sein Road, 
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300, 
209343, 209345, 209346
Fax : (95-1) 209344
E-mail : greenhill@
myanmar.com.mm

clover Hotel city center 
No. 217, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722 
www.clovercitycenter.asia
clover Hotel city center Plus 
No. 229, 32nd Street 
(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974 
www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

Hotel yangon  
91/93, 8th Mile Junction,  
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.
Inya Lake Resort Hotel 
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.  
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

Reservation office (Yangon)
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township.
Tel : 951-255 819-838
Hotel Max
(Chaung Tha Beach)
Tel : 042-423 46-9, 
  042-421 33.
Email : 
maxhotelsreservation@ 
gmail.com

17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp.
Tel: 650933. Fax: 650960.
Email : micprm@ 
myanmar.com.mmwww.
myanmar micasahotel.com

Air con Sales & Service
No. 2/1, Than Thu Mar 
Rd, Thuwunna Junction. 
Tel : 09-4224-64130



No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel  : (951) 9 666141  
Fax : (951) 9 666135 
Email :  
info@witoriyahospital.com 
Website :  
www.witoriyahosptial.com
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HOME FURNISHINGGENERATORS

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 660769, 664363.

floral Service & gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FLORAL SERVICES

floral Service & gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN. 
Tel: 541217, 559011,  
09-860-2292.
Market Place by city Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FITNESS CENTRE

24 Hour International 
Medical centre @ 
Victoria Hospital 
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile, 
Mayangon Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: + 951 651 238,
 + 959 495 85 955
Fax: + 959 651 398
24/7 on duty doctor:
 + 959 492 18 410
Website: www.leo.com.mm

“ One Stop Solution for 
Quality Health Care “

balance fitnesss
No 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Road, Mayangone 
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
balancefitnessyangon.com

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
natraysports@gmail.com

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278. 
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

Ruby & Rare Gems  
of Myanamar 

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com 
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

Bldg-D, Rm (G-12), Pearl 
Condo, Ground Flr, 
Kabaraye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 557448.  
Ext 814, 09-730-98872.

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

ADVERTISING

SAIl Marketing & 
communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center  
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

M a r k e t i n g  &  c o M M u n i c at i o n s

a d v e r t i s i n g

Strand bar 92, Strand 
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar. 
tel: 243377.fax: 243393, 
sales@thestrand.com.mm 
www.ghmhotels.com

lobby bar
PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya 
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp. 
tel: 250388.

MYANMAR book cENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

COFFEE MACHINE

CAR RENTAL

illy, francis francis, VbM,
brasilia, Rossi, De longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd. 
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue 
01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintrading@gmail.com

•	150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 536306, 537805.

  Email : yangon@  
  monument-books.com
•	15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
•	 #87/2, Crn of 26th & 27th 

St, 77th St,Chan Aye Thar 
Zan Tsp, Mandalay. 
Tel : (02) 24880.

BOOK STORES

lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road, 
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011 
@gmail.com

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi 
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min 
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel: 09-425-307-717

YANgoN 
la Source beauty Spa 
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel: 512380, 511252
beauty bar by la Source
Room (1004), Sedona Hotel,
Tel : 666 900 Ext : (7167)
lS Salon
Junction Square, 3rd Floor.
Tel : 95-1-527242, Ext : 4001
MANDAlAY
la Source beauty Spa
No. 13/13, Mya Sandar St, 
Chanaye Tharzan Tsp.
Tel : 09-4440-24496.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Street, Golden Valley Ward, 
Bahan Township, Yangon. 
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 (Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar 
@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

•	 First Class VIP 
Limousine Car rental.

•	 Professional English 
Speaking Drivers.

•	 Full Insurance for 
your Safety and 
comfortable journey

•	 Call us now for your 
best choice
www.mmels.com

MYANMAR EXECUTIVE 
LIMOUSINE SERVICE

HoT lINE: 
09 - 402 510 003

01-646 330

get the best Pure Natural 
gemstones and Jewellery 
No. 44, Inya Road, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2305811, 2305812. 
email : info@bestjewels 
myanmar.com, 
Bestjewelsmyanmar.com

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,  
7½ miles,  
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.  
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

24 hours cancer centre
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone 
Township, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135

24 hours laboratory & 
x-ray
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : (951) 9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135

The lady gems & Jewellery
No. 7, Inya Rd, Kamayut 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2305800, 09-8315555
The lady gems & Silk
Co operative Business 
Centre, Room No (32/41), 
New University Avenue Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 09-5200726
theladygems@gmail.com
www.thelady-gems.com

No. 56, Bo Ywe St, 
Latha Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel : 01-246551, 375283, 
09-2132778, 09-31119195. 
Gmail:nyanmyintthu1983@ 
            gmail.com,

car Rental Service

CONSTRUCTION

One Stop eNT Center
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel  : (951) 9 666141  
Fax : (951) 9 666135 
Email :  
info@witoriyahospital.com 
Website :  
www.witoriyahosptial.com

CONSULTING

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

DUTY FREE

Duty free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure  
Tel: 533030 (Ext: 206/155)

Office: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing, 
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower 
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun 
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax 
: 01-203743, 09-5007681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GLASS

International construction 
Material co., ltd.
No. 60, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2410292, 243551, 
09-431-83689, 09-4480-
33905.

The Natural gems of 
Myanmar & fine Jewellery.
No. 30(A), Pyay Road, 
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-660397, 354398-9
E-mail : spgmes.myanmar 
@gmail.com

Your Most  Reliable 
Jeweller

ENTERTAINMENT

No.94, Ground Floor, 
Bogalay Zay Street, 
Botataung Tsp,
Yangon.Tel: 392625, 
09-500-3591
Email : danceclub.
hola@gmail.com
(Except Sunday)

Dance Club & Bar

No-001-002, Dagon Tower, 
Ground Flr, Cor of Kabaraye 
Pagoda Rd & Shwe Gon 
Dine Rd, Bahan Tsp. 
Tel: 544480, 09-730-98872.

S.B. FURNITURE S.B. FURNITURE

HEALTH SERVICES

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 553783, 
549152, 09-732-16940, 
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979 
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

california Skin Spa
NO 32.B, Inya Myaing 
Road, Yangon. 
(Off University Road)
Tel : 01-535097, 
01-501295. Open Daily : 
(10 AM - 8 PM)
california-skinspa.com 
californiaskinspaygn2013 
@gmail.com

CO WORKING SPACE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897. 
info@venturaoffice.com, 
www.venturaoffice.com

DTDc courier and cargo 
Service (Since 1991)
Yangon. tel : 01-374457
Mandalay. tel : 09-431-
34095. www.dtdC.CoM, 
dtdcyangon@gmail.com 
door to door delivery!!!

COURIER SERVICE

ENGINEERING

One-stop Solution for 
Sub-station, M&E Work 
Design, Supply and 
Install (Hotel, High Rise 
Building Factory)
193/197, Shu Khin Thar 
Street, North Okkalapa 
Industrial Zone, Yangon. 
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700 
Email: supermega97@
gmail.com.
www.supermega-engg.com

FASHION & TAILOR

Sein Shwe Tailor, 797 
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung 
San Rd, MAC Tower 2, 
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Ph: 01-225310, 212943~4 
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail: 
uthetlwin@gmail.com

Yangon : A-3, Aung San 
Stadium (North East Wing), 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736, 
09-73037772.
Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St, 
Btw 30th & 31st St,  Chan 
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

world’s leader in 
kitchen Hoods & Hobs
Same as Ariston Water 
Heater. Tel: 251033, 
379671, 256622, 647813

GIFT PRODUCT

Sole Distributor of 
Red Ginseng from 

Korea Ginseng Corporation
 Tel:   01-374851, 394360
Stores:Coreana @ Junction 
Square / Mawtin, UNIQHAN 
@U Wisara Rd;
MBICenter. No.16, 87th st.

BARS

50th Street 
9/13, 50th street-lower, 
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.



UnionBarAndGrill 
42 Strand Road, 
Botahtaung, Yangon. 
Tel: 95 9420 180 214, 95 
9420 101 854 
www.unionyangon.com, 
info@unionyangon.com

Get your Visa online for 
Business and Tourist 
No need to come to 
Embassy.
#165. 35th Street, 
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +951 381200, 204020
travel.evisa@gmail.com
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VISA & IMMIGRATION

SANITERY WARE

WATER TREATMENT

WEB SERVICE

Water Heater
Made in Japan

Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker 
and Cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

Capital Hyper Mart 
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart 
(Aung San Branch) tel: 
253022, 294765. 
City Mart (47th St Branch) 
tel: 200026, 298746.
City Mart  (Junction 8)  
tel: 650778.
City Mart  (FMI City Branch)  
tel: 682323.
City Mart  (Yankin Center 
Branch)  tel: 400284.
City Mart 
(Myaynigone Branch) 
tel: 510697.
City Mart (Zawana Branch)  
tel:564532.

SUPERMARKETS

commercial scale
water treatment

(Since 1997)
Tel: 01-218437~38. 
H/P: 09-5161431, 

09-43126571.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

bath Room Accessories
79-B3/B3, East Shwe 
Gone Dine, Near SSC 
Women’s Center, Bahan.
Tel : 01-401083, 09-
73011100, 09-73056736

PAINT

Open Daily (9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II, 
Rm -4, Ground Flr, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

Sole Distributor
for the union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar 
ICT Park, University Hlaing 
Campus, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

world’s No.1 Paints & 
coatings company

Bldg-A2, G-Flr, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

WATER SOLUTION

SERVICE OFFICE

No. (6), Lane 2 
Botahtaung Pagoda St, 
Yangon.
01-9010003, 291897.  
info@venturaoffice.com, 
www.venturaoffice.com

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate Agent
Agent fees is unnecessary
Tel : 09 2050107,  
09 448026156
robinsawnaing@gmail.com

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

good taste & resonable 
price
@Thamada Hotel
Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41 
Ext: 32

G-01, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

G-05, Marketplace by  
City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

1. wASAbI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasa),
Tel; 09-4250-20667,  
       09-503-9139
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin center (City Mart)

No. 5, U Tun Nyein 
Street, Mayangone T/S, 
Yangon. 
Tel : 01-660 612, 011 22 
1014, 09 50 89 441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Your Most Reliable & 
friendly Real Estate Agency 

Tel : 09-7308848
01-242370, 394053

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels & 
Cruises Ltd. Governor’s 
Residence 39C, Taw Win 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (951) 229860
fax: (951) 217361. email: 
RTMYGN@mptmail.net.mm 
www.orient-express.com

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

Schenker (Thai) ltd. 
Yangon 59 A, U Lun 
Maung Street. 7 Mile  
Pyay Road,  MYGN. tel: 
667686,  666646.fax: 
651250. email: sche 
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

No.290-B,U Wisarya 
Road,10 Ward, Kamaryut 
Township,Yangon.
TEL:(09)259040853
Open daily 11:00~23:00
Produce by Sagittarius 
Myanmar Executive Serviced Offices

www.hinthabusinesscentres.com
Tel : 01-4413410

TRAVEL AGENTS

Shan yoma Tours Co.,Ltd 
www.exploremyanmar.com

Asian Trails Tour ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12), 
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye 
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

Aekar
Company Limited

PLEASURE CRUISES

Moby Dick Tours co., ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
5 Days, 7 Days, 9 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a bliss on the lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp.  
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

crown worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702, 
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

Yangon Int’l School
Fully Accredited K-12 
International Curriculum 
with ESL support 
No.117,Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun,  
Tel: 578171, 573149, 
687701, 687702.

Delicious Hong kong Style 
food Restaurant
G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni 
Gone Center). 
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

Heaven Pizza 
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township.  
Tel: 09-855-1383

Quality chinese Dishes 
with Resonable Price
@Marketplace by City Mart. 
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

REMOVALISTS

legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & logistics co., 
ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795.  
Mobile. 09-512-3049.  
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

U Min Sein, BSc, RA, 
CPA.,RL Advocate of the 
Supreme Court 83/14 
Pansodan St, Yangon.  
tel: 253 273. 
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm

LEGAL SERVICE

International construction 
Material co., ltd.
No. 60, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2410292, 243551, 
09-431-83689, 09-4480-
33905.

ToP MARINE PAINT 
No-410, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

International construction 
Material co., ltd.
No. 60, Sint-Oh-Dan St, 
Lower Block, Latha Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-2410292, 243551, 
09-431-83689, 09-4480-
33905.

WATER PROOFING

OFFICE FURNITURE

for House-Seekers
with Expert Services
In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm@gmail.com
Tel : 09-332 87270
09-2541 26615 (Fees Free)

MEDIA & ADVERTISING

Media & Advertising
All the way from 
Australia.  Design 
for advertisement is 
not easy, reaching to 
target audience is even 
harder? We are equipped 
with great ideas and 
partners in Myanmar to  
create corporate logo, 
business photography, 
stationery design, mobile 
advertisement on public  
transport and billboard/ 
magazine ads. Talk to us: 
(01) 430-897, (0) 942-000-
4554. www.medialane.
com.au

Real Estate Agency
Email : realwin2012@
gmail.com
Tel :  09-732-02480, 
 09-501-8250

No.430(A), Corner of 
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden 
Valley Rd, Building(2) 
Market Place (City Mart), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-523840(Ext-309), 
09-73208079.

Ocean Center (North 
Point), Ground Floor, 
Tel : 09-731-83900
  01-8600056  

Easy access to CBD 
Fully furnished facility 
Company setup for $1,000 
Office available from $360 only

Tel: + 95 1 374851
Email : info@jkmyanmar.com
www.jkmyanmar.com (ENG)
www.3ec.jp/mbic/   (JPN)

Web Services
All the way from Australia.  
World-class websites, 
come with usability and 
responsiveness. Our 
works include website,  
web apps, e-commerce, 
forum, email campaign 
and online advertisement. 
Plus, we’re the authorised 
reseller for local and 
international domain 
names. So, put your 
worries aside and let us 
create the awesomeness 
you deserved online. 
(01) 430-897, (0) 942-000-
4554. www.medialane.
com.au

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

No. 372, Bogyoke Aung 
San Rd, Pabedan T/S, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-380 398, 
01-256 355 (Ext : 3027)
Email : zawgyihouse@
myanmar.com.mm

WATER HEATERS

The global leader in 
water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road. 
Tel: 01-256705, 399464, 
394409, 647812.

European Quality 
& Designs Indoor/
outdoor furniture, Hotel 
furniture & All kinds of 
woodworks
No. 422, FJVC Centre, 
Ground Floor, Room No. 4, 
Strand Road, Botahtaung 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-202063-4, 09 
509-1673 E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
www.royalbotania.com, 
www.alexander-rose.co.uk

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Horizon Int’l School
25, Po Sein Road, Bahan 
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795, 
551796, 450396~7.  
fax : 543926, email : 
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

SCHOOLS

Pre School and Primary 
years (Ages 2 to 10)
No. 695, Mahabandola 
Road, (Between 19th 
& Sint Oh Dan Street), 
Latha Township, Yangon.
Tel :01-382213, 395816
www.imecedu.com

a drink from paradise... 
available on Earth
@Yangon International 
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 09-421040512

Singapore cuisine
Super One Super Market, 
Kyaikkasan Branch,
No. 65, Lay Daung Kan Rd, 
Man Aung Qtr, Tamwe Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel : 01-542371, 
09-501-9128



PropertyGeneral Employment

How To gET A fREE AD
by FAx : 01-254158
by emAIL : classified@myanmartimes.com.mm, advertising@myanmartimes.com.mm
by mAIL : 379/383, Bo aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, yangon.

How To gET MoRE buSINESS fRoM
AS lITTlE AS k.5,000. 

Buy SPaCE On THESE PaGES
CALL: khin mon mon yi - 01-392676, 392928

Free
Rent/ Sale

KAMAYUT, Innya 
Myaing Rd, 80' x 80' 
land, 2RC, 4 MBR, 
Fully furnished, New 
7 Aircons, Generator, 
Lawn, Ph Line, US$ 
6500 per month. (2) 
Innya Rd, 80' x 90' land, 
2RC, 4 Master bedroom, 
Ph Line,  US$ 6000 per 
month. Ph: 09-507-4241

PABEDAN, New Condo, 
Downtown Near Sule 
Pagoda, 3000 Sqft, 3 
MBR, 1 Single bedroom 
5 Aircons, Bathtub, Teak 
floor, nice view, US$ 
3500 per month. Ph: 
09-507-4241. 

HousingforRent
(CONDO For Rent in 
University Avenue St), 
1MBR, 2SBR, 4AC, Full 
Fun:, 1350sq, 18 Lakhs, 
Call-01-569448, 09-432-
00669.

(9) MILE condo 
Mayangone, (1350sq), 
M1, S2, A/C4, Ph 1, 
fully furniture - 16 Lakhs, 
Contact: 09-432-00669. 

MYANGONE, Mini 
Condo, 2nd flr, 3 bed 
room, 1 big living room, 
1 Dinning room and 
Kitchen, 3 verandas 
Full furnished, 2 bath 
rooms, 3 aircons. 
Internet, 50'x40', 
Quiet, 8½ mile, Pyay 
Rd, A-One Compound. 
Contact Ko Thant Zin: 
09-730-69754, 653005.

MAYANGONE, 8th Mile, 
Primrose Condo 3F 
1MBR, 2SBR, Living 
Room, 1 Maid Room, 
Fully Furnish, Own Car 
Parking, Two Elevator, 
Security Card System, 
Contact: 09-511-1485.

MAYANGONE, 4th Flr, 
Thiri Avenue, Taw Win 
St, 1500 Sqft, Fully 
furnish, Yearly Contract. 
Please contact to owner 
direct Ph: 200581, 09-
500-0621

MAYANGONE, 7 mile, 
Pyay Rd, Si Daw Gyi 
Condo, 3225 sqft, 
second flr, 3 MBR with 
aircons , hot water 
and fully furnished. 
Kitchen, maid room, 
1524 sqft office layout. 
New building with lift & 
2  private car parking 
slot. Suitable for office 
with residential., $6500 
/month can also sell 
for $8, 80,000. English 
speaking 09-512-9655, 
Myanmar speaking 09-
732-35432. wincenter.
win@gmail.com. (No 
Brokers Please).

(1).CONDO with nice 
view 1500 Sqft, 1MBR, 
2 Single bedroom, Ph, 
24 Hour electricity, Semi-
Furnished, Wooden 
floor, 4 Airconditioners, 
Newly Renovated, US$ 
3000 per month, Ph: 09-
4253-11320

BAHAN, (1)ThanLwin 
Rd, 70'x90', 3RC, 4 
MBR, New and Nice, 
Garden, Fully Furnished, 

Fully Airconditioners 
US$ 6500 per month, 
(2) Inya Myaing St, 
Golden Valley, 0.7 Acre 
land, Big Garden, Ph, 3 
MBR, Newly Renovated, 
6 Airconditioners, 
Swimming pool, Price 
(Negotiate), Ph:09-
4253-11320

HLAING, Shew Hin Thar 
Condo, 2,181sqft, 2 
MBR, 2BR, 1 restroom, 
living room, dining room, 
maid room.Best location, 
near lnya lake on Pyay 
Road. Full furniture or 
non-furniture negotiable. 
$4,500 ~ $5,500/month. 
Can be paid 2 times / 
year. No-broker fee (real 
owner)Aceyangon79@
gmail.com. Ph : 09-4313-
2872

MYA YA MON Water 
Front Villa, 3  storey 
building with full facilities. 
Ph: 01-241756, 370334, 
09-510-3207.

T H I N G A N G Y U N , 
Kyipwaryay (North) 
Drive 25 minutes to 
Down Town, 40' x 60',  
2 RC, 3 MBR, 2 SR, 
3 Aircons, 1 Ph. US$ 
(1000) per 1 Month. 
Only 1 year contract. 
Contact :09-508-0880. 
m2k20066@gmail.com

(1).NEAR Bogyoke 
Market, 2500 sqft, 2 
MBR, 1 SR , fully furnish, 
3000 USD. (2).Near 
Park Royal hotel, 1250 
Sqft, 2 MBR, 1 SR, fully 
furnish, 2500 USD. (3).
Near Park Royal hotel, 
2500 Sqft, 3 MBR, fully 
furnish, 4000 USD. Ph: 
09-4921-4276.

(1) THUWUNNA, Duplex 
for Sale,  2  storeys 
building, 40 x 70 ft, 
Thuwunna VIP-1, Main 
Rd (2) North Oakklapa, 
Main Rd (Wai Pon 
La Rd) Near Medical 
School Shop House, 
1200 Sqft, Hall type, . 
(3) Yankin, Shwe Ohn 
Pin Housing, 900 Sqft. 
3 rooms, fully furnished, 
Near Sedona Hotel. 
Ph:09-732-41848, 09-
8601-042.

HousingforSale
LAND & Building for Sales 
by owner:- 40' x 60' area 
land & Wood Building 
Water, Electricity OK 
& ready for staying 
No.294, South Dagon-
18(B) Aung Min Ga La 
St (Concrete Rd) Ph:01 
573881, 09-514-8138 

Want to Rent
APARTMENT/HOUSE 
- Wanted  Couple from 
Singapore seeks a 
clean and comfortable 
house or apartment in 
quiet neighbourhood - 
not more than 9 miles 
from city - for long term 
stay (minimum 1 year) 
commencing January/
February 2014. Rental 
USD 2,500 per month. 
Email to yadana@
victorymyanmar.com or 
call 094-5005-3669

BUSINESS Growth 
Consultancy: Helping 
Your Business Grow 
Faster and Slaughtering 
Your Competition. 
Our Strategies and 
Tactics will upgrade 
your business to a 
whole new level which 
you never imagined 
possible before. For 
further information, pls 
visit to www.chawzang.
com and mail to 
hawzangconsultancy@
gmail.com. 

Computer
COMPUTER SERVICES 
: Software services, Web 
site services. Ph: 09-
4201-09050.

Education
LITERATURE study for 
IB and SAT up to 12 
Grade ,  it is right to 
enjoy reading classic 
and persuded writing 
,caritical thinking and 
world culture External 
students can also be 
inquired to sit on SAT.If 
you had tried as much 
as you can to follow 
the lesson and  you will 
get good experiences 
and skill .This program 
will help you capability 
and fill your luck of 
knowledge..Beginners 
and Intermediate 
French and Spanish 
can also be learnt here. 
U Thant Zin, ph 09 
5035350 , 01 547442 : 
No 28-3 B , Thatipahtan 
St, Tamwe 

TR.KAUNG MYAT  : For 
International School, 
Guide & Lecturer, Special 
for Maths,  Geometry, 
Algebra I&II,Calculus. 
P h : 0 9 - 7 3 1 - 4 2 0 2 0       
geometry500@gmail.
com

STUDY GUIDE and home 
visit for LCCI level 1,2 
and 3. Ph : 09-4311-0463

NPNG  study coach 10th 
standard specialist. Ph: 
09-2506-96329.  Email: 
npngfc@gmail.com

For Rent
TOYOTA BELTA : 2011 
year, 15,000km. almost 
new condition. $500 / 
month without driver. Car 
only. No-broker fee (real 
owner) Aceyangon79@
gmail.com. Ph : 09-4313-
2872

For Sale
ASUS A45V Blue Colour 
Intel Core i5 3rd, Ram 
- 4GB H.D.D - 500GB 
Graphic  2GB Price-   
460000. Ph: 09-4200-
50651

HUAWEI C8813 ( CDMA 
800 MHZ ) Black Colour 
with full accessories and 
original box .  2 months 
used only very good 
condition with 2 covers . 
Price – 80000 Kyats  Ph: 
09-730-04430) 

SAMSUNG GALAXY 
Grand (GT- I9082), 
GSM, Metallic Blue  
with full accessories and 
original box . No error  
Price – 170000 Kyats .  
Ph:09-502-8020.

ASUS A45V Blue Colour 
Intel Core i5 3rd , Ram 
-  4GB H.D.D  - 500GB 
Graphic   -  2GB Price       
-   460000. Ph:   09-4200-
50651

ASUS A42J  Intel Core 
i7, Ram -  4GB H.D.D -  
500GB Graphic -  2GBB 
Price - 465000. Ph: 09-
4200-50651

(1)MOTHERBOARD - 
775 G41 CPU-Pentinum 
2.0 GHz RAM- DDR3 
2GB HDD-80 GB (SATA) 
PSU-500W Monitor-
Acer 18.5   PC 2 No (2)
Motherboard- Asus H61 
ME CPU-Pentinum 2.9 
GHz RAM- DDR3 2GB 
HDD-500 GB (SATA) 
PSU-650W Monitor-
AOC 18.5  PC 4 No. 
Ph:09-4224-86337

ORIGINAL 3DS Game 
Cartridges & accessories 
- Spirit Camrea: The 
Cursed Memoir (with box 
& user guide booklet) - 
20000 Kyats. - Rabbid 
Rumble (with box and 
user guide booklet) - 
20000 Kyats, - Super 
Street Fighter IV: 3D 
Edition (with box and user 
guide booklet) - 24000 
Kyats, Monster Hunter 3 
Ultimate (with box & user 
guide booklet) - 30000 
Kyats,  Project X Zone 
(with box & user guide 
booklet) - 30000 Kyats, 
3DS Game Cartridge 
Holder (24 Slots) - 17000 
Kyats,  Circle Pad Pro for 
3DS XL - 30000 Kyats. 
Prices are negotiable. 
Ph: 09-507-9980"

General
If you are thinking to give 
a book-gift to your loved 

ones. Meiji Soe's "Culture 
& Beyond - Myanmar" is a 
unique of its king revealing 
Myanmar Culture, Beliefs 
and Superstitions in 
sector by sector together 
with photos. Available at 
Book Stores & MCM Ltd. 
Ph: 253642, 3922928, 
392910. Email: distmgr@
myanmartimes.com.mm

Language
TEACHING Myanmar 
language for foreigners 
Near Myay Ni Gone 
City Mart, Shin Saw Pu 
Pagoda St. Tel: 09 4200 
30 782 

TEACHING English for 
adults Near Myay Ni 
Gone City Mart, Shin 
Saw Pu Pagoda Street.  
09 4200 30 782

fOR fOREIGNERS 
Want to learn Myanmar 
Speaking at your home? 
Contact : 09-517-9125, 
09-861-1052

Training
WISDOM Management 
Centre : Abnormal 
Psychology Program. 
Level: Certificate. 
Program Outlines : 
1.What is Normal & 
Abnormal? Assessing & 
Diagnosing Abnormality. 
3.Anxiety Disorders 
4.Somatoform  & 
Dissociative Disorders. 
5.Mood Disorders 6.  
Suicide 7.Schizophrenia 
Duration : 12-Week 
Day: Tuesday (6:30 ~ 
8:00 PM) Starting Date: 
December 17, 2013. 
Fees: New Participant     
: 50,000 Ks. Regular 
Participant: 45,000 
Ks. Add: No.8, 6th Flr 
(Right), Chan Thar St, 
Sanchaung. Ph:09-537-
0230, 09-730-02705

DECENT Myanmar 
Training School  
Personal Management & 
Business Management 
Trainings Basic English 
Grammar IELTS 
preparation English for 
Specific Purpose-ESP. 
(1) Spoken English (2) 
Business Writing (3) 
Business English (4) 
English for Marketing 
(5) English for HRM (6) 
English for Media (7) 
English for IT (8) English 
for Law (9) English for 
Marine Engineering (10) 
English for Medicine 29/ 
B, Rm 7, Myay Nu St, 
Myaynigone. Ph:01-512-
467, 09-722-32047.

Travel
NYAN MYINT THU Car 
Rental Service : Ko 
Nyan Myint Win Kyi (MD) 
- 56, Bo Ywe St, Latha, 
Yangon, Myanmar. Ph : 
01-246551, 01-375284. 
ph:09-2132778. email: 
nyanmyintthu1983@
gmail.com, nmt@nyan 
m y i n t t h u c a r r e n t a l .
com, colwinkyi@
gmail. com. Web:www.
nyanmyintthucarrental.
com

Embassy
EMBASSY of the 
Republic of Korea is 
seeking applicants for 
the posts “Researcher” 
& “Administrator” (F/M) 
. The applicants must 
be – Fluent in English, 
computer literate, 
University degree 
holder, work experience 
preference, Excellent 
Organizational and 
interpersonal skills, 
Ability to work under 
pressure and handle 
multi-tasks, Good com 
munication skills and 
team player, Knowledge 
in Korean language 
will be advantaged. 
Pls send updated CV 
to No.97, University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp, 
Closing date :15 
January 2014.

UN Positions
UNICEf Myanmar is 
seeking Programme 
Officer (NO-B), based 
in Sittwe : University 
Degree in social 
sciences preferably 
in medicine or public 
health.  Understanding 
of Health System 
Strengthening (HSS), 
Expanded Programme 
of Immunization (EPI), 
Maternal & Child 
Health and Nutrition, 
Management of Acute 
Malnutrition, Disease 
Surveillance and 
Control, HIV/AIDS 
control, especially 
Prevention of Mother 
to Child Transmission 
(PMCT), prevention 
among youth and 
children affected by 
AIDS is an asset; Skills 
in programme planning, 
monitoring & evaluation; 
2 years of experience 
in programme design, 
administration, monitor 
ing & evaluation related 
field; Awareness of 
health structures and 
systems at Union, 
State, township & 
village level, Fluency in 
English and Myanmar; 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
analyt ical and 
training skills; Good 
knowledge of computer 
management & 
applications e.g. Word, 
Excel, Powerpoint); 
Ability to work in an 
int'l & multicultural 
environ ment; Ability 
& willingness to 
frequently travel to 
the remote areas. 
Pls send application 
with updated CV or 
Personal History form, 
educational credentials 
and references to jobs.
yangon@unicef.org by 
17 January 2014.

UNESCO Myanmar 
Project Office is seeking 
( 1 ) A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Asst: University 
degree at Bachelor or 
higher level in public of 
business administration 

or a related field. 
Excellent in English. 
5 years experience in 
handling administrative 
& secretarial tasks. 
Computer literacy. 
Excellent typing skills 
in Myanmar. Pls 
submit a cover letter 
(referencing the job 
Announcement No. JA 
36-13) accompanied 
by full resume stating 
details of educational 
qualifications & working 
experience, present 
income, home & office 
telephone numbers. 
Email:kk.lwin@unesco.
org; with copy to: 
a d m . b g k @ u n e s c o .
org, UNESCO Yangon 
Project Office, UN Bldg 
6, Natmauk Rd, Tamwe, 
Yangon,  

Ingo Positions
WORLD VISION Int'l 
- Myanmar is seeking 
(1) Education Quality 
Specialist (Education 
Department) Re-Open in 
National Office, Yangon: 
University  Degree,  
Computer skill & 
background in education 
development is essential. 
(2) Community Deve 
lopment facilitator (Re-
Open) in Hlaing Bwe, 
Kayin State: University 
Degree, Working 
experience in community 
development. Compe 
tent in used of Microsoft 
Word, Excel and Power 
Point. Good command of 
Myanmar and English. 
Must provide a clean 
criminal background. 
Pls submit resume 
(clearly identify the post 
you apply) by post to 
HR Department, World 
Vision Int'l - Myanmar or 
in person to application 
drop-box at No (18), 
Shin Saw Pu Rd, Ahlone, 
Sanchaung PO or send 
to myajobapps@wvi.
org Closing date for 
1 : January 14, for 2 : 
January 15, 2014.

HelpAge Int'l in 
Myanmar is looking for 
(1)Project Manager 1 
Post : Based in Yangon 
: University degree, 5 
years experience with 
INGOs / international 
agencies, Excellent  
communication skills 
(English & Myanmar),  
Basic computer skill. (2)
field Coordinator - 1 
Post: Based in Pathein: 
University degree, 
3 years experience 
in community 
development project 
with NGOs,  Good 
communication skills 
in Myanmar & English,  
Basic computer skill.  
Pls send a Cover letter 
& CV to the HR Unit of 
HelpAge Int'l Myanmar 
Country Office :25, 
A/1, New University 
Avenue Rd, Bahan, 
Yangon OR email to 
hr.helpagemyanmar@
gmail.com Closing date 

:22nd of January 2014.
WE ARE seeking (1)   
Programme Liaison 
Coordinator (PLC) 
South East (Based 
at HelpAge Liaison 
Office in Hpa-an with 
frequent travel to project 
locations in Hpa-an, 
Hpa-pon, Kawkreik and 
Thandaung)  : University 
degree, 5 years 
project management 
including project budget 
management experience 
with NGOs,   Good report 
writing skills, Basic 
computer proficiency. (2) 
Procurement & logistic 
officer 1 post : University 
degree, 3  experience 
in logistics & supply 
chain management 
with INGOs or UN. 3 
years experience, Basic 
computer proficiency, (3) 
Livelihood Officer  - 1 
post in Thandaunggyi 
: University degree, 
Technical skills & 
experience in the 
sustainable livelihoods, 
small business develop 
ment, livestock develop 
ment in the south east 
of Myanmar essential. 
3 years experience,(4) 
Community Develop 
ment Officer 3 posts in 
Thandaunggyi, Hpa-pun 
and Kawkareik :  BEHS 
level of education, 3 
years community 
mobilization/facilitation 
work at the community 
level or equivalent 
experience. (5)Project 
Cashier -1 Post based 
in Thandaunggyi : 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Commerce/Economics 
/BACT, 2  years 
experience, Computer 
skills. For all posts : 
English, Myanmar & 
Karen language skills. 
Pls send a cover letter 
& CV to the HR Unit of 
HelpAge Int'l Myanmar 
Country Office, 25A/1., 
New University Avenue 
Rd, Bahan, Yangon 
Closing date :22 
January 2014. OR to 
hr.helpagemyanmar@
gmail.com  Thandaung 
gyi/ Hpa-pun/ Kawkareik 
/ Dagon (East) are 
requested to clearly 
indicate their preferred 
job location and position.  
Closing date for Project 
Cashier post will be on, 
15 January 2014. 

SOLIDARITES Int'l (SI) 
is seeking Translator in 
Sittwe, Rakhine State: 
University graduate. 
Very good reporting 
skills. Excellent level 
in English. 2 years  
experience. Pls submit 
application (CV, cover 
letter, references) to 
the attention of: HR 
Department Solidarites 
Int'l/ Or drop application 
on an envelope to - 44 
A, Tharyarwaddy Lane,  
Bahan, Yangon or per 
email: hr.recruitment.
mm@gmail.com, cc: to 
sit.hr.tech@solidarites-
myanmar.org



Local Positions
NESTLE is seeking (1) 
Sales Trade Develop 
ment Manager (Base 
in Mandalay). Bachelor's 
Degree in Business 
Administration or relevant 
education degree.5 years' 
experien ce, in FMCG is 
preferable.  (2) Nutrition 
Advisor - Yangon/
Mandalay/ Mawlamyaing. 
Bachelor's Degree in 
Medical, Food Science, 
Food Technology, Nurs 
ing, Pharmaceutical or 
any Science related field. 
1 year experience in 
Nutrition. (3) Marketing 
E x e c u t i v e - N e s t l e 
Professional. Bachelor's 
Degree in Business 
Administration or related 
education degree. 3 years 
experien ce in Marketing. 
(4) Agronomist. 
Bachelor's Degree in 
Agriculture. 1 or 2 years 
experience.  For all 
posts : Good command 
of English & Computer 
literacy. Pls submit 
complete detailed resume 
to  Nestle Myanmar Ltd, Flr 
11th Centerpoint Towers, 
No.65, Corner of Sule 
Pagoda Rd and Merchant 
St, Kyauktada, Yangon,  
Or email to: zinhnaung 
a@nestlemyanmar.com.
mm (OR) tztzha@gmail.
com

SEARCHING for serious, 
confident, experienced 
taylor (man/woman) for 
small bag production. 
Good working conditions, 
Golden Valley, Yangon. 
Contact phone for 
details: 09-504-1359

WE ARE seeking, (1)
Executive - M/F 5  Posts

 (2) Supervisor - M/F 5 
Posts (3) Team Leader 
M/F 5 Posts (4) Service 
Engineer - M 5 Posts (5) 
Accountant - F 4 Posts 

 (6) Staff - M/F 20 Posts
 (7)Security - M 10 Posts
 (8)Express Pilot - M 
5 Posts. All candidates 
must be; Independent, 
well-organized, self-
motivated & team player,  
collaborative, hands on 
& dynamic personalities, 
take ownership of 
assigned tasks. Pls   
submit fill CV, detailing 
skills, knowledge and 
experience with recent 
color photo & copies of 
the testimonials to  (20), 
9th St, Min Da Ma Rd, 
Shwe Ka Bar Housing, 
Mayangone. Ph:09-
4004-95380. Email : 
hr.greaterman@gmail.
com Closing Date : 
Jan 31, 2014. Pls mark 
applied in front of CV.

MYANMAR'S largest 
advertising agency 
seeks a Client Service 
Representative to 
serve customers by 
providing agency service 
information; managing 
client communications; 
and coordinating with 
management and SAIL 
employees to deploy 
advertising services. 
Requirement : High 
English ability. Professio 
nal dress. Highly confident 
engaging with foreign 
clients, Market know 
ledge, Interpersonal skills, 
Documentation skills. Pls 
apply to: SAIL Marketing 
& Communications www.
advertising-myanmar.
com, 790,  Bogyoke Rd 
and Wadan Rd Junction 
Suite 603, Danathiha 
Center , Lanmadaw. 
Ph:211870, 224820

A C C O U N T A N T S , 
General Clerks, 
Marketing & Sales 
Persons - M/F : Age 30 
Years above - Urgent 
Need US$ 1,000 /Month, 
Free odation, Food, 
Transport Yearly Bonus, 
Local Allowances, 
Festival Allowances To 
work in Nigeria, Lagos. 
25 Myanmar are working 
there. No agent fees, 
Air Ticket Free, During 
Vacation with pay CPA or 
ACCA or M.Ba or B.Com 
or D.Ma or LCCI or any 
Accounting Academic 
Good for English 
Speaking, Computer 
Skill & MYOB & Other 
Accounting Package. 
Ph:01-573881, 09-514-
8138.

YANGON fILM School : 
Active in Myanmar since 
2005, the non-profit 
organisation Yangon is 
seeking Storekeeper/
Trainee Equipment 
Manager. This position 
will commence with a 
three-month probation 
period from 30 January, 
2014, Fluent written and 
spoken Myanmar and 
have some knowledge 
of English, Have some 
knowledge of electronic 
equipment (knowledge 
of film equipment an 
advantage but not 
required), University 
degree or similar 
qualification, IT-literate 
(Word, Excel), A good 
team player and 
communicator willing 
to be part of a growing 
media resource,  
Applicants should please 
complete the enclosed 
application form and 
return it to Win Naing at 
the YFS house, 51E, U 
Po Tet Lane, Between 
Yunan Barbecue & 
Chaw Dwin Gone Point, 
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone, Yangon or 
via email to yfs.yfs@
googlemail.com  by 20 
January 2014. 

PARKWAY Cancer Centre 
is seeking  Medical 
Doctor - F 1 post :  
M.B,B.S Graduate with 
SA MA registration, 2 
years experience in 
medical field, Good com 
munication in English, 
Must be able to use 
computer, internet and 
Microsoft application 
with excellent skills. We 
welcome the candidates 
who are trust worthy, self-
motivated with positive 
working attitude. Pls 
submit: CV with relevant 
certificates, documents, 
recommendation letter 
attach and documents, & 
expected salary. Rm G-07, 
G Flr, Diamond Center, 
Pyay Rd, Kamayut. Tel 
: 532 438, 532 447, 
09- 513- 6584, Email : 
yangon@canhope.org

SAVOY HOTEL, Yangon 
is urgently looking for 
(1) Human Resources 
Assistant - 1 ~ 2 years 
experience,  good  English 
& good personality (2) 
Bar Supervisor - 2 ~ 
3 years experience, 
good English and good 

personality (3)Driver - 
3 years experience (4) 
Security - M 2 post : 
2 years experience 
(Casual) (5) Door Girl - F 
2 post : good personality 
(Casual) Application 
letter by email to 
h u m a n r e s o u r c e s @
savoy hotel-yangon.com 
or 129, Dhammazedi Rd, 
Yangon. Tel:  526298, 
526289. Pls mention 
the desire position on 
the application letter. 

MARKETING  STAff 2 
posts medical products 
sales experience. 
Glorious Light Trading 
Co., Ltd Contacts 
-092012304 , 01391683

HORIzON Int'l School is 
looking for qualified and 
energetic personnel for 
the following positions. 
All candidates should be 
good in communication 
and interpersonal skills. 
(1).Office secretary - F 
1 post : Age under 30, 
Bachelor’s Degree in any 
field or Diploma in the 
relevant field, Sufficient 
work experience in 
the related field, Good 
command of English, 
Computer literate, 
Customer care skills (2). 
Receptionist - F 1 post : 
Age under 30, Bachelor’s 
Degree in any field or 
Diploma in the relevant 
field, Sufficient work 
experience in the related 
field, Good command of 
English, Able to handle 
phone communication 
(3).Driver - M 2 posts : 
Age 25 to 50, Can speak 
English, Able to drive 
any car, Driving license 
should be valid, Friendly, 
enthusiastic, patient & 
punctual. BENEFITS: 
Attractive Salary, Lunch 
is also provided, An 
opportunity to work for 
an institution where 
students have lots of 
outstanding international 
achievements, Enhance 
ment training. Pls bring 
CV along with a copy of 
your credentials to 235, 
Shukinthar Myo Patt Rd, 
TaketaTsp., Yangon.Ph: 
450396, 450397, until 
January 25th, 2014. 

A LEADING Shipping 
Company, based 
in Singapore with 
business activities 
in freight forwarding 
services is seeking  (1). 

Management Trainee 
(2).Sales Executive:  
a degree holder from a 
recognized university,  
Age above 25; Possess 
superior oral & written 
communication skills 
as well as strong 
interpersonal skills and 
exhibit good judgment, 
& function with minimal 
guidance in a highly 
demanding environment; 
Able to speak and write 
English with proficiency; 
Able to use computer 
effectively and efficiently; 
Applications will be 
accepted until positions 
are filled. Pls apply via 
email with a recent 
photograph to star2013.
col le t te@gmai l .com 
our website at  www.
meridianshippinggroup.
com .

(1).GUEST RELATION 
MANAGER - F 1 Post : 
Any  graduate, 3 years 
experience, Good 
command of English 
(2).Security Manager 
- M 1 Post : Any  
graduate,  Age above 
35, Computer literate, 5 
years experience, Good 
command of English 
language (3).Executive 
Secretary - M/F 1 
Post : Any graduate, 
Competent in MS Excel, 
Word  & Power Point, 
Internet, Email,  3 years 
experience,    Good 
command of English (4). 
Audio Engineer - M 1 
Post (5).Receptionist 
- F 1 Post (6).Guest 
Relation Officer - 
F 1 Post. Pls apply 
with full CV/Resume 
indicating position of 
interest, qualifications, 
educational background, 
employment records 
and recent photo to HR 
Dept. Chatrium Hotel 
Royal Lake Yangon : 40, 
Natmauk Rd , Tamwe, 
Yangon Closing date 
: 14.1.2014. Email : 
hr.chry@chatrium.com 
Ph: 01-544500, 01-
544500. 

HONG KONG Dragon 
Airlines Ltd (RGN port) 
is seeking for a Sales 
Executive (Marketing 
Department). This post 
will be based in town 
office ,Sakura tower 
Yangon, 5 working days a 
week (Mon to Fri), Office 
hours 8.45 Am to 5.15 

Pm. Qualify personnel 
with experiences are 
encouraged to apply. 
Prefer both command 
of Chinese and English. 
Attractive salary and 
other benefits. Pls 
send CV to noreen.
htun@dragonair.com 
within 7 days of this 
announcement.

THE ASAHI Shimbun: 
Japanese newspaper 
is seeking; Admin and 
Reporter (Female) - 1 
post : Essential English 
skill in writing & speaking, 
Age not more than 35, 
Please send resume to 
asahiyangon@gmail.
com

KELVIN CHIA Yangon 
Ltd is a foreign legal 
consultancy firm. 
We invite motivated 
& committed indivi 
duals to join us as: 
Administrative Execu 
tive : Good written & 
spoken communication 
skills in English. 
Mature and capable of 
supervising & directing 
subordinates. Must be 
well-organized, meti 
culous, have initiative 
& execute instructions 
promptly. Some account 
ing back ground & 
experien ce preferred. 
Pls send  full resume 
stating their current 
and expected salaries, 
together with a recent 
photograph to chw@
kcyangon.com 

GOLDEN Spirit Co., 
Ltd is seeking Sales & 
Marketing Director, 
Sales & Manager / 
Asst: Sales Manager 
(area sales & division, 
Region), Sales 
Supervisors / Sales 
Executives, Negotiation 
skills, good & strong 

knowledge in sales 
analysis & reporting 
system, implement in 
sales plan, management 
of sales policy, Target & 
achievement. Marketing 
Manager / Asst: 
Marketing Manager, 
Marketing Supervisors 
/ Marketing Executives, 
Brand Manager / Assit: 
Brand Manager, Sales 
Manager for Modern 
Trade Sales Channel, 
Able to travel anywhere 
in Yangon : Strong 
Organizer, High level of 
energy and mobility, must 
have a desire to improve 
operations all the time 
previous experience, 
preferably in liquor area 
good interpersonal & 
communications skills 
effectively with all level. 
Pls send update CV, along 
with recent photo, a copy 
of labour registration 
card, NRC card police 
recommendation letter, 
family registration 
document to 2/D, 
Thamada Condo Yaw 
mingyi  Ward, Dagon 
Tsp, 

EXOTISSIMO Travel 
Myanmar is seeking(1) 
Travel Consultant/ 
Tour Operator - 5 Posts 
: 2 years experience in 
Tourism industry with 
same position, Pro-
active, team spirit, 
good organisational 
&  problem solving 
skill, Strong sales & 
customer service focus, 
Computer proficiency, 
Excellent in English or 
French (2)HR Executive 
- 1 post : Preferably 
minimum Diploma in 
HRM & above, 1 year 
of relevant experience,  
Excellent organizational 
& time management 

skill. (Only those with 
a genuine interest in 
joining a professional 
travel company for 
long-term commitment 
need apply.) Pls send 
a detailed resume with 
recent photo and other 
relevant documents to 
HR Manager at No.147, 
Shwe Gone Dine St, 
West Shwe Gone Dine 
Ward, Bahan, Yangon, 
Email: memecho@
exotissimo.com 

BAGAN CAPITAL is 
a Hong Kong based 
investment and advisory 
firm focused solely on 
Myanmar investment 
opportunities. We are 
looking for a talented 
researcher to provide 
the necessary support 
to our operations : 
Bachelor’s degree in 
a numerate subject, 
preferably from an 
international institution. 
Experience in a foreign 
environment, gained 
through education or 
work in an English 
speaking environment 
abroad, or in a foreign 
company in Myanmar.  
3 years experience. 
Fully bilingual in English 
& Myanmar. Ability to 
type rapidly in both 
languages. Pls email 
CV to recruitment@
bcfmyanmar.com to 
apply, stating clearly 
in the subject of your 
email that you are 
“Applying for the post of 
BC researcher”

jHPIEGO is seeking 
Country Director - 
Myanmar in Yangon: 
Graduate degree in 
public health or related 
field. Fluency in English. 
Past experience working 
with Jhpiego and/or a 

thorough understanding 
of Jhpiego programming 
approaches. Pls apply at 
www.jobs-jhpiego.icims.
com

WE ARE seeking 
Mathematics, Account 
ing, Physics, Biology 
& Chemistry Teachers 
for a secondary school 
in Yangon, Myanmar 
: Relevant university 
degree. Strong English 
skills a requirement. 
Classroom teaching 
experience an asset. 
2 years teaching 
experience. History of 
working or studying 
abroad an asset. For a 
full job description, please 
contact admin@albaedu.
com. Pls send application 
with updated CV or 
Personal History form, 
educational credentials 
and references to Asia 
Language & Business 
Academy  : 66, Shweda 
gon Pagoda Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. 

CENTURE Myanmar, a 
leading office furniture 
provider in Myanmar, 
is seeking - Sales 
manager (1 post) - 
Sales Executive (2 
posts) - Marketing 
Executive (1 post) - 
Showroom manager (1 
post) - Showroom Sales 
(2 posts) - Sales Trainee 
(2 posts) - Secretary/
Assistance (1 post) 
- Driver (2 posts). 
We offer a young and 
international working 
atmosphere and search 
for competent and 
dedicated employees to 
grow with our expanding 
business. Be part of the 
team and send your 
application letter and CV 
to mailhrdepartment@
gmail.com

Employment
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AMID piles of rubble which 
look like the result of a 
bombardment, random 
items stick out incongru-
ously – an old armchair, a 

doll, a child’s trainer.
These ruins were only recently 

home to families living within a 
stone’s throw of Rio ‘s legendary Ma-
racana stadium.

But their protests at demolition 
fell on deaf ears as city authorities 
doggedly renovate the district before 
the World Cup circus pitches camp in 
June.

“I was asleep when these guys from 
the town hall knocked on my door and 
took me away by force – I didn’t even 
have time to pick up my identity pa-
pers,” 33-year-old Weber Garcez told 
AFP on January 8.

Garcez lives in the Favela do Metro 
slum area just near the Maracana, the 
temple of Brazilian football which wil 
host the World Cup final on July 13.

“When I got here last night all my 
belongings were under the rubble 
left by the town hall bulldozers,” said 
43-year-old taxi driver Uthant Viana.

The December 7 morning’s demoli-
tion has infuriated local people, who 
reacted by blocking access to traffic 
along the Radial Oeste thoroughfare 
which runs parallel to the Maracana.

The stadium has itself undergone a 
renovation – and an expensive one too 
at more than US$450 million. On the 
evening of December 7, the protesters 
again blocked off the avenue and set 
fire to barricades.

Lawyer and activist Eloisa Samy, 
who is offering legal advice to those who 
have been turfed out of their homes, in-
cluding a number of children, told AFP 
no less than 637 families living in the 
area were forced out of their homes in 
2010 and rehoused by city authorities in 

nearby blocks of flats.
However, as some 40 houses which 

remain pending demolition have been 
left empty they have attracted squat-
ters and today some 15 families live 
there – despite the town hall saying all 
that remains of the site will be pulled 
down at the end of January.

Local councillor Andre Santos says 
that “all the squatters will be able to find 

shelter” with local authoritity help.
“The mayor came two months ago 

and promised us a house. I just want a 
place to sleep with my daughter,” says 
Renata Lopes, a 26-year-old missing 
all her front teeth.

Several of the houses still stand-
ing have been plastered with posters 
showing mayor Eduardo Paes and the 
slogan, “We are looking”.

rIO de JANeIrO

Brazil’s Maracana evacuations spark ire

Nilvaldo Franca  looks at a demolished area including his home at Metro favela near  Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on January 8 (R). A girl is hugged by her mother at Metro favela (L)  Photos: AFP

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

Registration No. 4/10166

That the said trade mark consists of the word(s) INTEL INSIDE 
& DESIGN.

The above mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of (list 
of goods or services):

“Computers; notebook computers; laptop computers; portable 
computers; handheld computers ; personal digital assistants; 
personal media players; mobile telephones; smart phones; digital 
cameras; computer workstations; servers; televisions; set-top 
boxes; computer hardware; computer and telecommunications 
networking hardware; computer network adaptors, switches, 
routers and hubs; wireless and wired modems and communication 
cards and devices; computer firmware for use in operating 
and maintaining the computer system; computer software; 
semiconductors; microprocessors; integrated circuits; central 
processing units; microcomputers;  computer chipsets; computer 
motherboards and daughterboards; computer graphics boards; 
computer peripherals and electronic apparatus for use with 
computers; parts, fittings, and testing apparatus for all  the 
aforesaid goods; downloadable electronic publications in the 
area of computers, telecommunications, telephony, and wireless 
communications.

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us to 
bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach singular 
importance to their above mentioned trademark and that legal 
action will be taken against any person or persons who act in 
infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves being 
their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that John Player & Sons Limited a 
company organized under the laws of Ireland and having its principal 
office at 21 Beckett Way Park West, Nangor Road, Dublin 12 Ireland 
is the owner and sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

PARKER & SIMPSON
(Reg: No. IV/7341/2013)

THAMES
(Reg: No. IV/7342/2013)

The above two trademarks are in respect of:- “Tobacco whether 
manufactured or unmanufactured; tobacco products; tobacco 
substitutes, none being for medicinal or curative purposes; hand rolling 
tobacco; cigars; cigarettes; cigarette papers, cigarette tubes, cigarette 
filters, pocket cigarette rolling machines, hand held machines for 
injecting tobacco into paper tubes; smokers’ articles and matches.” 
Class: 34

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademarks 
or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for John Player & Sons Limited 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                                            Dated: 13th January, 2014
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A NEW Zealand cricket fan won 
NZ$100,000 (US$83,000) on January 
8 after making a spectacular catch in 
the crowd at a one-day international 
between the West Indies and the Black 
Caps in Hamilton.

As part of a sponsorship promo-
tion, brewer Tui pledged to make the 
payout to any spectator who made a 
one-handed catch while wearing one 
of its distinctive orange T-shirts when 
the ball cleared the boundary.

With the series reaching its fifth 
and final match, it appeared the prize 
would go unclaimed, despite some 
brave failures, including a leaping 
man who sent boundary advertising 
hoardings flying in Queenstown last 
week in his eagerness to cash in.

But Michael Morton finally snared 
the prize when he latched onto a six 
from West Indies opening batsman 
Kieran Powell on the grassy embank-
ment at Seddon Park.

“It’s pretty unbelievable,” he told 
Sky News. “I was sitting there next to 
my dad and he yelled out, so I jumped 
up, put my hand out and somehow it 
stuck. I’m pretty happy.”

Asked if he was a cricketer be-
cause of the comfortable way he 
made the catch, Morton replied, 
“Not any more, but maybe I should 
be.” – AFP 

HAmILTON

New Zealand 
fan makes 
US$83,000 
catch

SERENA Williams 
is gunning to match 
Chris Evert and Mar-
tina Navratilova by 
winning an 18th Grand 
Slam title at the Aus-
tralian Open, with her 
blistering form suggest-
ing she can reach the mile-
stone.

The world number one 
cemented her dominance 
of the sport with 11 titles last 
year, including the US and 
French Opens.

And she picked up where 
she left off by winning the Bris-
bane International on January 
4, beating reigning Austral-
ian Open champion Victoria 
Azarenka in the final, with her 
powerful serve proving the dif-
ference.

Williams also beat world num-
ber three Maria Sharapova en 
route to the title – the 58th of her re-
markable career – to ensure she en-
ters the season-opening Grand Slam 
as red-hot favourite.

“It was a great test. It showed me 
where my level was, and I feel like 
I definitely have some room for im-
provement and things that I want to 
improve on going into Melbourne, 
and things I have to improve on if 
I want to win,” she said in Brisbane.

Despite her rich vein of form, 
Williams, 32, is not taking an 
18th Grand Slam title and sixth  
Australian Open crown for granted, 

knowing she needs to start from 
scratch at Melbourne Park next 
week.

Last year, an injury-hit campaign 
ended with defeat to young fellow 
American Sloane Stephens in the 
quarter-finals.

But Czech-American great 
Navratilova believes Williams is 
not only poised to equal her career 
Grand Slam haul, but could even 
catch Steffi Graf ’s Open-era record 
of 22.

“If she can stay healthy there is 
no doubt she can go into the 20s. The 

sky is the limit,” Navratilova 
said last week.

Belarusian Aza-
renka, who won an 
incident-packed Mel-

bourne final last year 
against Li Na to success-
fully defend her title, ap-
pears best placed to halt 

Williams, despite the 6-4, 
7-5 Brisbane defeat.

Azarenka was respon-
sible for two of Williams’ 
five losses last year but 
knows she faces a major 

battle against a player who 
won the Australian Open in 

2003, 2005, 2007, 2009 and 2010.
She nevertheless remains confi-

dent of clinching a third successive 
Australian Open crown.

“I’m a perfectionist. I want to 
play better, I want to win,” Aza-
renka said.

Sharapova is another former 
Melbourne winner searching for 
her next major title and she will 
be hoping to avoid Williams until 
the final, with the American hav-
ing a 15-2 record over her long-time 
rival.

The glamorous Russian, now 

under coach Sven Groeneveld after 
a failed, one-tournament partner-
ship with Jimmy Connors, endured 
a frustrating 2013 when a shoulder 
injury forced her off the tour in Au-
gust.

But she made her comeback in 
Brisbane and said her enthusiasm 
was as strong as ever.

“I’ve had a really healthy off-
season, something quite unusual be-
cause in the last few years I always 
had a little injury here and there,” 
she said in Brisbane.

“I know when I’m healthy how I 
can play and what I’m capable of do-
ing. I needed to get healthy. So that 
was the motivation on its own.”

Like Williams, China’s Li also 
started the season with a win, suc-
cessfully defending her Shenzhen 
Open title against compatriot Peng 
Shuai.

Asia’s lone Grand Slam singles 
champion is a crowd favourite in 
Melbourne, winning hearts in the 
final last year when she battled on 
despite twice going over on her ankle 
and banging her head so hard that 
she blacked out.

Other contenders include Ag-
nieszka Radwanska, Petra Kvitova 
and even veteran Jelena Jankovic, a 
former world number one who be-
lieves she still has the game to unset-
tle Williams.

“If you were able to beat her in 
the past, you can do it again. That’s 
my mentality and that’s how I always 
play,” said the Serb. – AFP 

meLbOurNe

Williams guns for 18th slam

Brazil’s Maracana evacuations spark ire

Serena Williams celebrates after 
defeating Victoria Azarenka in 
the women’s final at the Brisbane 
International tennis tournament on 
January 4. Photo: AFP

Nilvaldo Franca  looks at a demolished area including his home at Metro favela near  Maracana Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on January 8 (R). A girl is hugged by her mother at Metro favela (L)  Photos: AFP

“These people have precious little 
as it is, and we have wrecked every-
thing and taken everything from them. 
I want to bring that to the attention of 
the public authorities. Mayor Eduardo 
Paes should come here and negotiate,” 
says Samy.

“It’s property speculation – they 
want to build a shopping mall here. 
The Brazilian people, the poor, have 

to make sacrifices so everything can 
be spick and span for the World Cup 
– the dirt is swept under the carpet,” 
says Samy.

After making a phone call, Samy 
reveals some good news – the deputy 
secretary of state for housing has en-
trusted her with drawing up a report 
into the situation of each remaining 
family.

The news draws applause and also 
cries of “we shall resist, we shall re-
sist!”

Valeria da Silva, a 38-year-old 
mother of eight children aged between 
four and 20, was previously housed 
with her children by the town hall.

But “we lived like dogs”, she says.
The youngest two of her brood 

cling to her as she says she does not 

know where she will end up.
In June, Brazil was shaken as a mil-

lion people took to the streets across 
the giant country to demand better 
public services and to protest at the 
multi-billion cost of staging the World 
Cup - and the Rio Olympics in 2016.

Rio state governor Sergio Cabral 
last year ceded some ground in halt-
ing the planned demolition of Rio’s 

crumbling Indian Museum complex 
adjoining the Maracana after a series 
of violent demonstrations.

Indigenous people and squatters 
had been camping out in the building 
for several months protesting at plans 
to turn it into a mall and Cabral pulled 
the plug on the development, which is 
now to be preserved and turned into a 
cultural centre. – AFP 



JAY Gruden, who spent the 
past three years as offensive 
coordinator of the Cincinnati 
Bengals, was named January 
9 as the new coach of the Na-

tional Football League’s Washington 
Redskins.

Gruden replaced Mike Shanahan, 
who was fired one day after the Red-
skins completed a disastrous 3-13 sea-
son, dropping their final eight games 
of the campaign.

“I look forward to the challenge,” 
Gruden said of his first NFL head 
coaching post. “I don’t know what 
happened last year [in Washington] 
and I don’t care what happened last 
year. I am only concerned about the 
future.”

The Redskins went 24-40 under 
Shanahan, winning an NFC East divi-
sion title in 2012 but flopping badly 
this past season despite some mo-
ments of success for run-pass double 
threat Robert Griffin III at quarter-
back.

Gruden has worked well with Ben-
gals quarterback Andy Dalton and 
Cincinnati has reached the NFL play-
offs the past three seasons, although 
they were eliminated from the Super 
Bowl hunt on January 4 by the San 
Diego Chargers.

“We were looking for a leader, 
someone who could lead this team,” 

Redskins general manager Bruce Allen 
said. “Fortunately for us the Chargers 
beat the Bengals and we were able to 
bring Jay in.”

Before joining the Bengals in 2011, 
Gruden spent 2002-2008 as an as-
sistant coach with the Tampa Bay 

Buccaneers under his brother, Jon 
Gruden, then served stints as a head 
coach with the developmental United 
Football League’s Florida Tuskers and 
the Arena Football League’s Orlando 
Predators, who won two crowns in the 
indoor gridiron circuit. – AFP

INDIA’S athletes lost all hope on 
December 8 of competing under the 
national flag at the Winter Olympics 
after the country’s suspended Olym-
pic association said it would hold 
elections two days after the Games 
open in Sochi.

The Indian Olympic Association 
(IOA) will hold a poll to elect new lead-
ers on February 9, a senior source told 
AFP, meaning luge medal hope Shiva 
Keshavan and three other competitors 
will be classed as independents, not as 
Indians.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) froze India’s membership 
in December 2012 after the national 

association in New Delhi elected a 
number of tainted officials to key 
posts.

The IOA last month bowed to pres-
sure and agreed to keep tainted of-
ficials out of the fresh elections, but 
rejected a request from India’s sports 
ministry to hold the new contest be-
fore the start of the Games.

A furious Keshavan, preparing 
abroad for his fifth Winter Olympics 
that open on February 7, told the Mail 
Today newspaper on Wednesday that 
not being able to compete under the 
national flag was “shameful and pa-
thetic”.

“It is a sad and embarrassing  

situation that Indian sport has been 
put in,” the 32-year-old said. “People 
around the world know about the fail-
ure of our systems and about corrup-
tion and bad governance in sports.

“The essence of the Olympic Games 
is to ‘represent’ and I feel it is shame-
ful and pathetic for all of us Indians 
that athletes may not walk under the 
Indian flag.”

IOC president Thomas Bach ex-
plained on December 10 that if elec-
tions were not held before February 7, 
Indian qualifiers for Sochi would be 
officially classified “as independent 
athletes under the Olympic flag”.

A source in the Indian association 
told AFP on January 8, “A notification 
to hold the elections on Feb 9 has been 
issued by senior IOA official S Reghu-
nathan, who has chaired the last few 
meetings.”

The officials in the row include IOA 
secretary general Lalit Bhanot who is 
out on bail facing corruption charges 
linked to the chaotic 2010 Common-
wealth Games in New Delhi.

The IOA source said holding the 
elections before the Games would 
have “created complications”.

“The decision to have elections 
on February 9 was taken at a special 
general body meeting last month,” he 
said. “We would have had to call an-
other general body meeting to change 
the dates.”

Besides Keshavan, who recently 
won a silver medal at the Luge Asia 
Cup in Japan, there are three skiers 
Hira Lal, Himanshu Thakur and Na-
deem Iqbal – in the Indian squad for 
the Sochi Games.

“How does an athlete, after putting 
in years of hard work in training for 
the Olympics, motivate himself after 
he is denied an opportunity to repre-
sent his own country?” Keshavan said 
in the interview.

“I remind myself that I’m a sport-
sperson and have to stay focused. In 
my heart and mind, I will be compet-
ing for India and representing our 
country,” said Keshavan. – AFP 
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Jay Gruden speaks at a press conference at Redskins Park on January 9 in 
Virginia. Photo: AFP

 
TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that our client, Intel Corporation having a 
principal office at 2200 Mission College Boulevard, Santa Clara, 
California 95052-8119, USA is the owner and the sole proprietor 
of the following trade mark:-

INTEL
Registration No. 4/10164

That the said trade mark consists of the word (s) INTEL. 
                                                                            
The above mentioned trademark is to be used in respect of:

“Electronic security apparatus and surveillance apparatus; 
computerized telecommunications and networking equipment; 
computer hardware and software; computer firmware; 
computers; computer installations; personal digital assistants; 
integrated circuits; computer chip sets; semiconductor 
processors; microprocessors; computer memories; operating 
systems; data processors; central processing units; computer 
peripherals; storage devices, including flash drives; security 
systems for computer hardware and software, including 
firewalls, network access server hardware for creating 
and maintain firewalls, virtual private network (vpn) 
computer hardware and computer server operating software 
for creating and maintaining firewalls; printed circuits; 
telecommunications equipment and computer networks; 
electronic control devices for the interface and control of 
computers and global computer and telecommunications 
networks with television and cable broadcasts and equipment; 
apparatus for testing and programming integrated circuits; 
downloadable electronic publications; structural parts and 
fittings for all  the aforesaid goods; instructional manuals 
sold as a unit with the aforementioned goods.

Printed matter; namely, publications, books, periodicals, 
newsletters, magazines, brochures, pamphlets and user 
manuals related to the computer industry,  computer 
hardware,  computer software,  computer peripherals, 
computer components, computer-related services, and/or 
communications goods and services; instructional matter, 
teaching aids and manuals; paper; stationary; writing paper; 
notepads; computer paper; and paper tape and cards for the 
recordal of computer programs.”

Our above mentioned client has instructed us and wishes us 
to bring to the notice of the trade and public that they attach 
singular importance to their abovementioned trademark and 
that legal action will be taken against any person or persons 
who act in infringement of the rights of our client.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves 
being their agent.

For Hilborne, Hawkin & Co.
Soe Win
Advocate
#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower,
339 Bogyoke Aung San Street, Yangon
Phone 255055/ 255407
Dated: 13th January, 2014

Invitation To Tender

IMG is intending to facilitate English lessons during the year 2014 for 
three types of students:
• 18 Trainer of the Myanmar police battalions, who need spoken, technical 

English oriented on police command language.
• 30 senior police officers and senior NCO´s in the pilot township for 

Community Policing, who need to be brought from basic or even lower 
level to good conversation level, tailor made for community policing and 
investigative questioning.

• 15 senior officers of HQ-level from very low or basic level to sufficient 
conversation level on general affairs and special police matters.

The training will take place in police facilities. The trainer(s) will have to 
cover 25 hrs per week for the duration of 12 months.
Interested language schools / parties are invited to send a letter of interest 
in participating in a local restricted procedure. This letter must include a 
profile of the school and show its capacity/qualifications/ accreditation.
Qualified tenderers will be shortlisted. Only the successful tender will be 
notified. Tenders must be submited to the IMG at the following address 
and no later than 20th january 2014:

IMG-Office
ThanLwin Road 78D
Golden Valley, BaghanTsp
Yangon
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WORLD football’s ruling 
body came under with-
ering fire on January 9  
following FIFA secretary 
general Jerome Valcke’s 

claim a day earlier that the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar will be played in winter.

Valcke’s assertion was quickly re-
futed by FIFA but that didn’t stop a 
storm breaking out over the whole af-
fair.

And UEFA chief Michel Platini was 
quick to stick the boot in, accusing the 
world football governing body of mak-
ing arbitrary decisions beyond its remit.

As Union of European Football As-
sociation (UEFA) president, Platini 
sits on the FIFA Executive Commit-
tee, headed by FIFA president Sepp 
Blatter, but he claimed Valcke’s com-
ments suggested that body was being 
bypassed by FIFA’s top dogs.

“At the last Executive Committee 
meeting in October it was decided that 
a deep consultation process should be 
launched throughout football and that 
no decision would be taken before the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil,” Platini told 
French sports newspaper L’Equipe.

“It was also decided that no-one 
should speak about this subject until 
then.

“Therefore I don’t understand why 
it has been discussed publicly. Two 
months ago it was Blatter who spoke 

about it, this time it’s Valcke, but it’s 
a decision to be made by the FIFA Ex-
ecutive Committee.”

European media were quick to pick 
up on the internal strife with Italy’s La 
Gazzetta dello Sport running the head-
line: “Qatar 2022 chaos: when will it 
be played?”

Gazzetta went on to say: “It’s still 

‘only’ nine [eight] years away but al-
ready Qatar 2022 is the most compli-
cated World Cup in history.

“One of the problems – and not the 
only one given the union conditions of 
local [foreign] workers – is: when will 
it be played?”

France’s L’Equipe was no less 
damning of the conflicting noises em-

anating from FIFA’s halls.
“FIFA hit by cold snap,” it said, be-

fore adding: “By announcing a little 
prematurely the 2022 World Cup’s dis-
placement to winter, general secretary 
Jerome Valcke has created a new tur-
moil in world football.”

On January 8, the second most pow-
erful man in international football, told 
Radio France, “The dates for the World 
Cup (in Qatar) will not be June-July.

“To be honest, I think it will be held 
between November 15 and January 15 
at the latest.”

FIFA were quick to issue a state-
ment insisting he was merely express-
ing his personal opinion rather than 
official policy.

But such a move would cause 
havoc in many European leagues and 
perhaps the most angered by Valcke’s 
words were the English.

Oliver Kay, the chief football corre-
spondent for Britain’s The Times news-
paper seemed resigned to the move.

“It was another careless, prema-
ture statement from one of the most 
powerful men in world football, but it 
pointed to two inescapable truths,” he 
wrote.

Another newspaper, The Daily Mir-
ror, was equally indignant.

“Switching the World Cup to winter 
would spark chaos in leagues across 
the world, including the Premiership 

[Premier League], as they struggle to 
play fixtures with games in November, 
December and January scrapped.”

Players in England took to social 
media outlet Twitter to vent their fury.

“World Cup in mid season #clueless 
#shambles,” wrote West Bromwich Al-
bion and Ireland full-back Steven Reid.

It wasn’t all doom and gloom, 
though, as in Spain the Football 
League president Javier Tebas urged 
all interested parties to simply roll up 
their sleeves and make the best of it.

“Everyone needs to make an effort, 
but it doesn’t seem to me to be partic-
ularly serious. It’s not that dramatic,” 
he said in an article in El Pais.

“Everyone has to make concessions 
so that the World Cup can go to every 
part of the world.

“We can’t discriminate against one 
area because their summer tempera-
tures are too high.”

One of the main concerns over 
high summer temperatures was for 
fans who risk being exposed to direct 
sunlight with temperatures topping 
40 Celsius.

But Kevin Miles, chief executive of 
the Football Supporters Federation in 
England, says moving the World Cup 
to winter would also affect fans.

“It is going to be seriously destruc-
tive to English football, and no doubt 
unpopular with fans”. – AFP
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FIFA General secretary Jerome Valcke speaks during an interview on December 
5, 2013 in Costa do Sauipe, Brazil. Photo: AFP
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WORLD number one 
Rafael Nadal will at-
tempt to dethrone No-
vak Djokovic and put a 
new wave of celebrity 

coaches to the test when he returns to 
the Australian Open this week.

Nadal missed last year’s edition 
during a seven-month injury break 
with knee trouble before making a 
stunning comeback to win 10 titles in 
2013, including the French Open and 
US Open.

Now the rampant Spaniard will 
take aim at Djokovic’s three-year reign 
at Melbourne Park, the longest of the 
Open era, and try to avenge his epic 
six-hour loss to the Serb in the 2012 
final.

He also arrives as the only “Big 
Four” player without a star coach, af-
ter Djokovic and Roger Federer, aping 
Andy Murray’s move in hiring Ivan 
Lendl, hooked up with Boris Becker 
and Stefan Edberg respectively.

However, with Murray returning 

from injury and Federer now 32, the 
door could be open for a group of oth-
er contenders, led by Juan Martin del 
Potro and David Ferrer.

Nadal, still coached by his uncle, 
Toni Nadal, underwent a new but 
undisclosed form of treatment on his 
injury-prone knees in the off-season, 
and he appears confident he can stay 
healthy in 2014.

“I feel that this [treatment] really 
makes me feel more comfortable,” he 
said in Doha, where he started his sea-
son by winning the Qatar Open.

“Because I don’t have pain like I 
had, no?”

Nadal’s 2012 Melbourne appear-
ance ended in the small hours and 
defeat to Djokovic following a Slam-
record five-hour, 53-minute final, after 
which the Spaniard told the crowd, 
“Good morning!”

In Nadal’s absence last year, Djoko-
vic showed similar powers of endur-
ance when he ground down Murray 
in a physical four-setter to clinch his 

third straight Melbourne title.
It turned out to be the high point 

of Djokovic’s year and after losing the 
Wimbledon and US Open finals, he 
ceded the top ranking to Nadal at the 
China Open in September.

However, he sent out a message by 
beating Nadal soundly in the Beijing 
final, ending the year with a four-title 
run culminating in another big win 
over the Spaniard to take the World 
Tour Finals in London.

Despite this strong finish, Djokovic 
sprang a surprise by hiring Becker, the 
German great with little experience 
of coaching, in a move thought to be 
aimed at adding more adventure to his 
game.

He is not the only one, with 17-time 

Grand Slam champion Federer acquir-
ing the services of childhood hero Ed-
berg as he seeks to extend his stay at 
the top of men’s tennis.

Federer, also sporting a new, bigger 
racquet this year, kicked off the new 
season by reaching the Brisbane final, 
only to be shocked by fellow 30-some-
thing Lleyton Hewitt.

And with Murray only just return-
ing to action after back surgery, there 
could be an opportunity for the likes 
of del Potro, Ferrer, Tomas Berdych or 
Stanislas Wawrinka.

The timing of the year’s first Grand 
Slam, just days into the new season, 
also makes it unpredictable, with play-
ers not always into their rhythm and 
match fitness.

“It’s difficult because the Austral-
ian Open is very early. It would be 
better to play it a bit later,” admitted 
Nadal.

“It can be only the second tourna-
ment [of the year] that you are com-
peting in, and it’s one of the most im-
portant, so it’s a bit strange.”

Japan’s Kei Nishikori has followed 
the celebrity trend by hiring Michael 
Chang, while Richard Gasquet has en-
listed two-time French Open winner 
Sergi Bruguera.

Talented but wayward Australian 
number two Bernard Tomic will be 
followed closely by home fans, and 
Wawrinka has shown he’s in form by 
winning last week’s Chennai Open. 

– AFP
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Nadal to test Djokovic, star 
coaches at Slam opener

Rafael Nadal plays a shot during a practice session ahead of the 2014 Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne on 
January 11. Photo: AFP


