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In Hlaing
Tharyar,
illegal
residents
face hard
choices

NOE NOE AUNG
noenoeag(@gmail.com

THE concrete road beside
the huge factory compound
is silent on this early Monday
morning, empty save for a few
pedestrians and bicycles.
Beside the road are the
small bamboo huts that are so
ubiquitous in Yangon’s Hlaing
Tharyar township. In one of the
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is barely large enough for three " c T = EIN (
people to stay at one time.

“I couldn’t sleep for a week
when I got that piece of paper;,”
she said, her gaze lowered as
she peels the fruit.

The piece of paper is an
eviction notice dated August 8.

“I got a second notice on
September 8. And the authori-

ties also told us to come to a Crumbling and neglected, Yangon’s Myitta Parahita does not look like a home - but for scores
meeting,” she said. of former leprosy sufferers it is a haven from the discrimination and ostracism they face, even
MORE ON NEWS 6 Photo: Kaung Htet decades after being cured of the disease.

Call to speed up FDI proposals

Prominent businessman U Serge Pun urges the investment commission to speed up the process of approving proposals
for investment in manufacturing in order to create the “millions” of jobs Myanmar needs to reduce poverty. susiNess 22
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Move over, 007: Number 91 is the
new face of international diplomacy
Thanks to NBA hall of famer Dennis
Rodman and his increasingly bizarre
friendship with North Korean leader
Kim Jong-Un, the world has learned
Kim'’s baby is called Ju-ae. Speak-
ing with The Guardian, Rodman
described Kim as “an awesome

guy” and “a good dad”, following his
second visit to the reclusive nation.
His trip was sponsored by Irish book-
making firm Paddy Power.

“The Marshal Kim and | had a
relaxing time by the sea with his fam-
ily,” Rodman said of his recent visit
to the world’s most isolated country.
“We shared many meals and drinks
where we discussed our plans to
play a historic friendship basketball
game between North Korea and the
US as well as ways to develop their
basketball team.”

Rodman said he plans to organise
a basketball game between Ameri-
can and Korean teams, and that he
intends to return to North Korea in
December.

“Kim is a great guy, he loves bas-
ketball, and he’s interested in build-
ing trust and understanding through
sport and cultural exchanges,” Rod-
man said. “| know in time Americans
will see I'm just trying to help us all
get along and see eye to eye through
basketball, and with my friendship
with Kim | know this will happen.”

Every picture tells a story - and
sometimes it’s the wrong one
Esquire magazine's website pro-
duced an embarrassing error last
week, when the now-iconic image of
a man falling from the World Trade
Center on 9/11 was attached to an
article called "Making your commute
more stylish: look good on your way
to work”.

The thumbnail was supposed to
have been assigned to the award-
winning 2003 essay “The Falling
Man” by Tom Junod, which was re-
posted as the 12" anniversary of 9/11
approached.

The magazine’s staff moved quickly
to correct and acknowledge the error,

When Myanmar was Burma...

Archival material provided by Pansodan Gallery

Excerpt from Myanma Alin
Newspaper for the 15

tweeting, “Relax, everybody. There
was a stupid technical glitch on our
‘Falling Man’ story and it was fixed
asap. We're sorry for the confusion.”

Tape recorder? Check. Angry tiger?
Check...
Good news for upper Myanmar
villages afflicted by nighttime
elephant attacks: A new study from
the University of California, Davis,
reports crop-raiding pachyderms are
significantly deterred by the sound of
a tiger’s growl.

In what it called “the first for-
mal study investigating night-time
antipredator behaviour”, researchers
set up elephant-triggered playbacks
of leopard and tiger vocalisations.
They found elephants reacted with
extreme caution at the sound of a
tiger, retreating silently. When they
heard the sound of a leopard, they
were more likely to move away - but
not before making a series of aggres-
sive vocalisations such as trumpets
and grunts.

Call the bucket brigade!

Shortly after a Thai Airways plane
carrying more than 180 people skid-
ded off the runway during landing at
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi airport last
week, workers immediately set about
covering up the airline’s logo.

In'a move intended to protect the
company’s reputation, workers on
a crane applied black paint over
the distinctive purple and gold logo.
Concealing the logo may seem a
somewhat futile move, considering
the plane spent the morning resting
in the grass next to the runway with
evacuation slides hanging out, but
it is thought to have been a damage
limitation move by the airline.

A Thai Airways official, Smud
Poom-on, said the move was a
recommendation from Star Alliance
known as the “crisis communication
rule”, meant to protect the image of
both the airline and other members
of Star Alliance.

The director of Alitalia, an airline
that made headlines when its ATR-
72 plane veered off the runway in
Rome in February this year, told The
Daily Telegraph that blacking out the
airline logo is “routine practice all
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anniversary of Revolution Day, over the world” - something that, Khin Wint Wah for NOW! magazjne- Photo: Htet Aung Kyaw
1914 perhaps, Air Bagan is yet to learn. (StudioHak)
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General fires back over gun allegations

Major General Soe Shein’s associates insist he never threatened to shoot farmers in Lewe township, saying accusers are trying to extort him

PYAY THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87(@gmail.com

ASSOCIATES of Major General Soe
Shein have refuted allegations that he
pointed a gun at farmers over a land
dispute in Nay Pyi Taw and have ac-
cused them of making the story up in
an attempt to extort money from him.

Ko Nay Win Soe, who works on Maj
Gen Soe Shein’s Lewe township planta-
tion, said the allegations made by farm-
er Ko Aung Than Oo were motivated by
greed.

“Maj Gen [Soe Shein] has negoti-
ated this issue with locals fairly but Ko
Aung Than Oo’s side has spread the lie
that Maj Gen Soe Shein pointed a gun
at his head because he wants money
from us,” Ko Nay Win Soe said.

“On July 5 [Ko Aung Than Oo]
claimed that he was on his land but he
ran away when the major general asked
him to show his ownership documents.
Then he went to Aye Lar police station
the following day and gave a false state-
ment, saying the major general threat-
ened to shoot him,” he said.

“Actually, Maj Gen [Soe Shein] didn’t
have gun at that time - he had a pair
of binoculars ... I was there and can

guarantee what I have just said is true.”

A number of Maj Gen Soe Shein’s
workers also accused Ko Aung Than
Oo of damaging trees on his land and
threatening workers with a knife.

As The Myanmar Times has pre-
viously reported, farmers in Lewe’s
Htone Pho village allege that Maj Gen
Soe Shein, who was previously a per-
sonal staff officer of former Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe, threatened to shoot
them during a confrontation on July
5. Township police are investigating
the allegations but have not filed any

‘Ko Aung Than Oo’s
side has spread the
lie that Maj Gen Soe
Shein pointed a gun
at [him] because he
wants money.

Ko Nay Win Soe
Employee of Maj Gen Soe Shein

charges over the incident, in which one
of Maj Gen Soe Shein’s associates was
also accused of assault.

Immediately after the incident Maj
Gen Soe Shein admitted to The Myan-
mar Times that he had pulled a gun on
the farmers.

“I'm always warning them not to
[cultivate that land],” he said. “I own
that land officially. But they kept doing
it so we wanted to intimidate them a
little bit”

However, sources close to Maj Gen
Soe Shein - who could not be contacted
directly for comment last week - main-
tain that he “never said that ... He did
not intimidate them [even] a little bit.”

Ko Aung Min, a labourer on Maj
Gen Soe Shein’s plum and tamarind
plantation, also disputed the farmers’
version of events.

“When it happened I was planting
plum trees. I didn't see Maj Gen Soe
Shein make any threatening gestures.
I saw him questioning [Ko Aung Than
0o0],” he said.

The dispute dates back to 2010,
when the general was awarded 160
acres of vacant land in Lewe for 30
years by Mandalay’s Vacant, Fallow and
Virgin Lands Management Committee.

Local farmers say he acquired the land
illegally because he did not declare they
were already cultivating it.

Since then he has planted plum and
tamarind trees on about 100 acres of
the land.

To defuse the prospect of further
disputes, the general has already nego-
tiated compensation with eight farm-
ers for about 60 of the 160 acres. Most
recently, Ko Nay Win Soe said, he paid
K250,000 an acre to Ko Kyaw San in
July for 14 acres.

“We can make deals for that land
without any problems. The farmers
have even offered to sell their lands,”
he said.

It is unclear, however, whether the
farmers were cultivating the land that
they are now claiming ownership of,
said Ko Htay Zaw Oo, assistant head of
Lewe’s Settlements and Land Records
Department.

“The farmer said his lands are
within the area granted to Maj Gen
Soe Shein. On the other side, Maj Gen
Soe Shein has applied to work vacant
land. If the farmers never used the land
before they can’t claim ownership - it
would instead be state land,” Ko Htay
Zaw Oo said.

Ko Hlaing Phyo Win, a retired ma-
jor who was accused of assaulting Ma
Khin Tint during the July 5 confron-
tation, said he was not even present
when the alleged incident took place.

“I was in Nay Pyi Taw at the time,”
he said. “I am not Maj Gen Soe Shein’s
subordinate but I help him sometimes
because we both run agriculture busi-
nesses.

“In this case, Ko Aung Than Oo cut
down trees that were being grown on
land that was formerly vacant and is
now owned by Maj Gen Soe Shein. I
think he accused Maj Gen Soe Shein
because he wants money from him. His
accusations have caused political dam-
age to Maj Gen Soe Shein.”

But Ko Aung Than Oo said last week
his version of events was accurate. He
said the comments from Maj Gen Soe
Shein’s associates come after talks to
settle the dispute amicably failed.

“Maj Gen Soe Shein’s workers nego-
tiated with me on September 6 but we
could not agree so now I am waiting for
the police to open a case against him,”
he said.

A police spokesperson said an inves-
tigation into the incident is ongoing.

— Translated by Thiri Min Htun

Shan party
reps meet
to discuss
changes to
constitution

WIN KO KO LATT
winkolatt2012@gmail.com

MPs from the Shan Nationalities
Democratic Party have held a meet-
ing in Taunggyi to discuss potential
changes to the constitution - in-
cluding one that would strip the
military of its “leadership” role in
politics.

The September 9 to 11 meeting
was attended by many of the party’s
Amyotha Hluttaw, Pyithu Hluttaw
and regional hluttaw representatives.

“There was no exact result about
the changes we want to make to the
constitution. We just discussed some
ideas,” Amyotha Hluttaw representa-
tive U Sai San Min said last week.

The meeting comes after the par-
liament formed a 109-member com-
mittee, including five members of
the SNDP, to review the constitution.
The committee has until December
31 to submit a report recommending
changes.

U Ye Tun, the party’s Pyithu Hlut-
taw representative for Hsipaw, said
the SNDP will mainly focus on sec-
tion 6(f), which affirms the Tatmad-
aw’s role in “the national political
leadership role of the state”.

“However, we don’t expect that
we will be successful,” he said.

U Ye Tun said they had separated
the discussion into two sections:
sections of the constitution that are
not in accord with democracy and
changes that would bring practi-
cal benefit to citizens’ democratic
rights.

The sharing of power, resources
and revenue between the central
and state governments was dis-
cussed, and delegates agreed that
state and region chief ministers
should be elected by state and re-
gion hluttaw representatives rather
than appointed by the president as
under the current system.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

I can’t stop

NATIONAL League for Democracy
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said last
week that she alone could not stop the
anti-Muslim violence that has shaken
the country and that the solution was
to install rule of law.

“It’s not something that I could
learn to do, but I think what this
whole society has to strive to do,” the
democracy icon told reporters in War-
saw on September 12, during a tour of
central Europe.

“We need rule of law in order that
our people may feel secure and only
secure people can talk to one another
and try to establish the kind of rela-
tionship that will assure harmony for
the future of our nation.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was an-
swering a question from a reporter
who asked if she personally could
do anything to stop the sectarian
violence.

While she is venerated for her strug-
gle for democracy, some international
human rights activists have accused
the Nobel Peace laureate of failing to
clearly condemn anti-Muslim violence
in Buddhist-majority Myanmar.

Sectarian clashes in Rakhine State
last year left about 200 people dead,
mostly Rohingya Muslims.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 68, was
speaking after having lunch with Polish
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violence alone, says NLD leader

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi speaks during a joint press conference with former
Polish President Lech Walesa on September 12 in Warsaw, Poland. Photo: AFP

anti-communist firebrand Lech Walesa.

Her fellow Nobel Peace laureate
was leader of the Solidarity trade un-
ion, which negotiated a bloodless end
to communism in Poland in 1989.

The following year he became Po-
land’s first democratically elected
president since World War II.

Walesa, 69, said he thought
Myanmar would one day achieve

democracy like Poland.

“Before we achieved success, we
lost a couple battles,” he said.

“They are in a similar situation:
They’re losing some battles. But on bal-
ance they will probably win the war.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi also
stressed the need to amend Myan-
mar’s current constitution, which she
said “is against all democratic values”.

The document was crafted under
the former military regime and blocks
anyone with a spouse or children who
are foreign nationals from leading the
country.

Warsaw’s mayor announced she
was making Daw Aung San Suu Kyi an
honorary citizen of the city, a distinc-
tion only offered to one other foreign-
er, the Dalai Lama.

Earlier on September 12, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi met with Polish Prime
Minister Donald Tusk and President
Bronislaw Komorowski. The democ-
racy icon will complete her tour with
visits to Hungary and the Czech Re-
public. — AFP
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West to push for another UN resolution

The government’s hopes that the 2012 General Assembly would be the last with a resolution on its human rights record set to be dashed

TIM
MCLAUGHLIN

timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

THE international community ap-
pears almost certain to adopt a hu-
man rights resolution against Myan-
mar at the United Nations General
Assembly, which opens this week in
New York, despite government expec-
tations that the resolution would be
dropped this year for the first time in
two decades.

Several sources told The Myanmar
Times that a new resolution is likely
because the international commu-
nity believes the government has not
taken sufficient action to address key
issues in last year’s resolution, partic-
ularly steps towards reconciliation in
Rakhine State and increased coopera-
tion with the Office of the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR).

Sources have also confirmed that
the United States in recent weeks sent
a démarche to the European Union,
the main sponsor of last year’s resolu-
tion, urging the EU to begin drafting
a new resolution. Neither the US nor
EU embassies in Yangon responded
to a request for confirmation that the
démarche had been sent by deadline.

In Rakhine State an estimated
140,000 people, mostly Muslims, re-
main displaced as a result of violence
last year, while three separate clashes
between security officials and Roh-
ingya Muslims in July and August left
several people dead.

Elsewhere in Myanmar relations
between Buddhists and Muslims are
also strained, with violence spread-
ing since last year’s resolution from
Rakhine State to Meiktila in Manda-
lay Region, Okkan in Yangon Region,
Lashio in Shan State and Kanbalu in
Sagaing Region.

Brianna Oliver, a spokesperson for
the US Campaign for Burma, said the
outbreaks of violence had dispelled
any notion that a resolution would not
be put forward at this year’s General
Assembly, which is scheduled to open
on September 17, with a resolution

likely to be finalised by November.

“The serious human rights abuses
committed by security forces, anti-
Muslim violence, lack of justice and
accountability, breakdown of cease-
fires, and ethnic cleansing of the Ro-
hingya have led countries that nor-
mally support a resolution on Burma
to continue their support,” Ms Oliver
said.

Ms Oliver said the continued vio-
lence has even prompted member
countries of the Organisation for Is-
lamic Cooperation (OIC) to consider
supporting this year’s resolution.

An OIC spokesperson said the
group would comment on how its
members planned to approach the
Myanmar resolution at the General
Assembly but did not respond to
questions submitted to its offices at
the UN in New York or Geneva. Mul-
tiple phone calls to the group’s head-
quarters in Saudi Arabia were not
returned.

The resolution does not hinge on
concerns over anti-Muslim violence
alone, however. It also “urges the gov-
ernment to intensify its cooperation
with [OHCHR] with a view to contin-
uing and consolidating human rights
reform in Myanmar”.

This would include the establish-
ment of an OHCHR representative of-
fice in Myanmar - another area where
critics say President U Thein Sein’s
government has failed to deliver.

Matilda Bogner, regional repre-
sentative for OHCHR’s Southeast Asia
office, said that the agency is in dis-
cussions with the government about
opening a representative office but
did not provide any further details.

Ms Bogner said having an OHCHR
office within Myanmar would “pro-
vide more systematic and focused
support to the government in ad-
dressing human rights challenges”

Given these concerns, and the
continuing conflict in Kachin State,
which has also displaced tens of thou-
sands, several observers said a resolu-
tion is almost certain.

“The motivation to pass another
resolution remains,” said Rachel Cal-
vert, a senior consultant on econom-
ics and country risk at IHS consul-
tancy in Singapore.

The UN General Assembly has
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President U Thein Sein addresses the United Nations General Assembly on September 27, 2012. Photo: AFP

adopted resolutions against Myanmar
over its human rights record every
year since 1992. Last year’s resolution
was formally adopted by the General
Assembly on December 24, with the
European Union acting as the main
sponsor. The Myanmar government
assisted in the writing of the resolu-
tion’s text, in the apparent belief that
doing so would persuade the EU to
not table a resolution in 2013.

Despite the input from Myanmar,
the country’s delegation at the UN still
criticised some language in the reso-
lution as “sweeping” and objected to
the use of the word “Rohingya” before
ultimately allowing it to be used.

A new resolution will not be wel-
comed by the government, which be-
lieves it has done enough on human
rights to justify an end to the annual
criticism in the General Assembly.
However, it will also be aware that
the international community is not
satisfied with the progress made to
date, said Trevor Wilson, a visiting
fellow at the Australian National Uni-
versity in Canberra.

“Myanmar governments have al-
ways defended themselves against
the criticisms contained in these reso-
lutions, and the current government
will be no different,” said Mr Wilson,
who is also a former Australian am-
bassador to Myanmar. “But the Thein
Sein government has been told very
directly in recent weeks how seri-
ously these ongoing problems are re-
garded by countries such as the UK,
France and Australia.”

Government spokesperson U Ye

Htut did not respond to requests for
comment.

Ms Calvert said she believed that
the government wants the focus on
Myanmar to shift to development.

“I think the Myanmar government
would very much like to move the
focus of the dialogue on Myanmar at
the UN to development rather than

‘The Thein Sein
government has been
told very directly
how serious these
ongoing problems
areregarded.

Trevor Wilson
Visiting fellow
Australian National University

human rights, looking at other issues
on their agreed agenda with the UN,
like the census and the Global Com-
pact on CSR,” said Ms Calvert.

Another resolution could give fur-
ther momentum to the view in Nay
Pyi Taw that the UN’s reporting on
human rights in Myanmar is biased
and the UN is unable to properly as-
sess the situation because of its per-
ceived foreignness.

“UN representatives have come

to Myanmar several times but they
couldn’t understand the real situa-
tion,” said U Khine Maung Yi, a Pyithu
Hluttaw representative for Ahlone.

He said the lack of understanding
of Myanmar language and the nation-
al “temperament”, as well as the lack
of cooperation from “locals” had con-
tributed to skewed reports on human
rights conditions.

“They can’t know the real situa-
tion if they aren’t able to reach all the
necessary places and meet the people
they should meet.”

But Myanmar advocacy groups say
that the UN General Assembly reso-
lutions remain an important tool for
pushing for more reform.

“The resolution is one of the re-
maining points of leverage available
to the international community as
regards to Myanmar,” said Daw Khin
Ohmar from Burma Partnership, a
network of organisations advocating
for improved human rights and de-
mocracy in Myanmar.

Not adopting a resolution this year
would “send a signal to the govern-
ment that it has reached an accept-
able level of human rights violations
and that it has a carte blanche from
the international community to leave
off making further improvements”.

“[I1t is more crucial than ever to
maintain these resolutions,” Daw
Khin Ohmar said. “They serve to re-
mind the government of Myanmar
that they must prioritise the human
rights agenda if they are genuinely
pursuing democratic reform.” — Addi-
tional reporting by Thomas Kean
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A woman sits in a house built illegally on government land on the outskirts of Yangon. Photo: Kaung Htet
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In Hlaing Tharyar, illegal
residents face tough decisions

Almost 1000 households are facing eviction but rising rents mean they have nowhere else to go

CONTINUED FROM NEWS 1

The September 9 meeting was ar-
ranged by Hlaing Tharyar township
administrators, township lawyers,
police and Yangon City Development
Committee officials to explain the
laws and punishment that squatters
who refuse to abide by eviction notic-
es can expect to face. Officials plan to
evict more than 300 homes built on
YCDC land and another 600 house-
holds on Ministry of Construction
land in Hlaing Tharyar, a sprawling
township of several hundred thou-
sand people on Yangon’s western
fringe.

Ma Yi Yi Myint was one of hun-
dreds of glum-faced residents who
sat through the meeting, leaving
despondent and worried about their
future.

She and her husband, also 31, and
their daughter left their hometown
of Kyaiklat in Ayeyarwady Region
just six months ago.

“If you're in a rural area it is even
more difficult to make money ... so
we came to Yangon. But when we got
here, we found that rents are so high,
even for a small room. We couldn’t
afford anything so we built this hut
beside the road. Many other people
were already doing it so we didn’t
think we were breaking any laws,”
she said.

She makes anywhere from K3000
to K5000 a day selling fruit to bus
passengers, while her husband can

make K3000 a day as a labourer.

“I can only get that much if
I start working very early in the
morning. I have to walk along the
road, back and forth, all day,” she
said. “And even if we get K7000 or
K8000 a day, it is not really enough
to cover our expenses.”

Daw Myint Myint Than, a noo-
dle salad vendor in her 50s, runs
her business from a hut made out
of tarpaulins. Her home-cum-shop

‘Even if we get
K7000 or K8000 a
day, itis not really
enough to cover our
expenses.

Ma Yi Yi Myint
Hlaing Tharyar resident

consists of a bench, a few items on
the ground and a small table.

It is virtually all she owns but
with the K3000 or K4000 profit she
makes a day she manages to send her
two children to middle school.

“The room I rent is not big enough
for a family but I can’t afford any-
thing bigger. I let my children stay in
there because they are students and

they need a space to study well and I
stay outside,” she said.

She pays K15,000 a month for the
room, which is in one of the town-
ship’s many slum areas. It is virtually
the cheapest room available - but she
too faces eviction now.

“I have to move my shop but I
have no idea what to do,” Daw Myint
Myint Than said.

These stories are all too familiar
to township administrator U Htein
Soe, who addressed the September 9
meeting.

He said migration, high rent and
low wages have encouraged many
people to build homes illegally on
state or privately owned land.

“I think there would be about
50,000 squatters in Hlaing Tharyar
township,” he said.

“There are more and more after
Nargis [in May 2008] because many
people moved here from Ayeyarwady
Region after the cyclone.”

While agreeing that squatters
have few other housing options, U
Htein Soe said he is concerned about
safety aspects of illegal communities,
such as residents cooking beside gas
pipelines, and the impact on prop-
erty owners. He said some squat-
ters target privately owned land that
is not being used and try to extort
money from the owners.

“We plan to give them five evic-
tion notices. Those who do not move
from the area after five warnings will
face legal action,” he said.

At the September 9 meeting, the
squatters had asked to be allowed to
stay until after the end of the school
year in February. Some asked to be
resettled elsewhere.

“We won’t ignore their difficul-
ties. We will tell higher-level officials
about them and we will do what we
can,” U Htein Soe said.

Township lawyer Daw Thanda
Aung said she explained the law to
the squatters at the meeting.

“Though we feel sorry for them,
we are civil servants and we have to
do our job. But we are afraid of get-
ting into an argument with them,”
she said.

She has some justification for
being afraid: In February, squatters
chased off YCDC workers with bam-
boo sticks when they tried to evict
them from a disused Ministry of
Construction site in Hlaing Tharyar.

Whether officials are likely to
face a similar confrontation with
the 900 households slated for evic-
tion is unclear. For now, residents
are just waiting for the fifth evic-
tion notice.

“We haven't done anything
wrong except live here illegally. But
we do this because we are too poor
to rent a room for a family,” said U
Aung Zaw, a squatter who came to
the September 9 meeting. “I have
no plan to move because we have
nowhere to go. My family and I will
live here until the officials come to
Kkick us out.”
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Hopes
fade for
national
ceasefire
in October

EI EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwindgmail.com

THE government says it is deter-
mined to go ahead with plans to
sign a ceasefire agreement with
ethnic armed groups in October de-
spite indications that some groups
are not ready.

Last week the government pro-
posed to the United Nationalities
Federal Council (UNFC), an umbrel-
la organisation comprising 11 armed
groups, that the signing ceremony
should go ahead but the UNFC has
yet to agree.

“We are still thinking seriously
about whether to accept,” said Pa-
doh Mahn Mahn, joint secretary of
the Karen National Union (KNU), a
member organisation of the UNFC.

The government delegation, led
by chief peace negotiator U Aung
Min, a minister in the President’s
Office, met UNFC members in Chi-
ang Mai, Thailand, on September
7-8 for “political dialogue” At the
meeting, the government set out its
plans on the signing of the ceasefire
agreement, as well as a framework
for political dialogue and a time-
frame for the process.

‘Why would we need
to sign [a ceasefire]
again?’

Padoh Mahn Mahn
Karen National Union

But some UNFC members ques-
tioned whether the national cease-
fire is needed given they have al-
ready signed agreements at the
state level, and others at the union
level.

“Why would we need to sign
again?” said Padoh Mahn Mahn.

The signing ceremony has al-
ready been postponed from July
because of a lack of agreement with
ethnic groups. The UNFC wants
more political dialogue based on
agreements reached so far before a
date for the signing ceremony is set,
Padoh Mahn Mahn said.

“Fighting has continued in some
regions despite the ceasefire agree-
ments reached because there was no
specific agreement between the Tat-
madaw and ethnic armed groups,”
Padoh Mahn Mahn said.

U Hla Maung Shwe, peace facili-
tator of the Myanmar Peace Centre
(MPC), confirmed that the govern-
ment wanted to press ahead with
plans to hold the event in October.

“We will try our best to succeed,”
he said.

Negotiations are continuing on a
range of topics, including the frame-
work for political dialogue.

UNFC joint secretary U Khun OKk-
kar, from the Pa-O National Libera-
tion Organisation, which reached a
nine-point agreement with the gov-
ernment in March, said he believed
the government should take more
time to conduct dialogue and build
solid foundations for future talks.

“The government says it will hold
other meetings to discuss political
dialogue after the nationwide cease-
fire agreement is signed,” he said.
“But we don’t want to accept their
offer easily - we are very cautious
about what they have proposed.”
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Health officials rejec
link between deaths,
vacclnation campaign

Week-long elephantiasis immunisation campaign hits hurdles when three
people die shortly after taking medicine and others subsequently refuse it

SHWE
YEE SAW
MYINT

poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com

A GOVERNMENT vaccination pro-
gram that aims to reach 1.6 mil-
lion people has concluded amid
concerns over possible links to
three recent deaths and reports of
many people refusing to take the
medicine.

The week-long government cam-
paign urging tens of millions of
people in 200 townships to take the
vaccine against the disease elephan-
tiasis, a parasitical disorder that can
lead to grotesque swelling of the
limbs, concluded on September 15.

The medicine was distributed
by social workers, volunteer, non-
government organisation staff, and
members of the Myanmar Red Cross
Society, the Myanmar Women’s Asso-
ciation, and the Maternal and Child
Welfare Association.

had absolutely no connection with
the vaccine because our campaign
workers had not visited that area. In
the second case, we found a box of
the vaccine near the victim. She had
taken the medicine at 5pm and died
the following morning at 5am. But
she also suffered from heart disease,”
he said.

On September 14, a 69-year-old
man from Yangon’s Mingalardon
township died of a heart attack eight
hours after taking the medicine, ac-
cording to a police report seen by
The Myanmar Times.

Department of Health chief Dr
Min Than Nyunt dismissed any con-
nection between the vaccine and the
deaths, saying the medicine’s poten-
tial side effects include dizziness but
it cannot Kill people.

In a bid to boost public confidence
in the program following reports of
the deaths, the department tried to
include more health workers along-
side volunteers who were distribut-
ing medicine. However, residents in
Yangon said many people refused to
either accept or take it.

‘Iread that two children were hospitalised
and some people have even died after taking
this medicine so I didn’t dare take it.

Ma Khine
Sanchaung township resident

Critics, however, said that those
distributing the medicine provided
insufficient advice as to the possi-
ble side effects, concerns that were
highlighted by the deaths of three
people shortly after they took the
vaccine.

The Mon State regional health
department reported the two deaths
to the health ministry on September
11, a ministry spokesperson said.
On September 9, the first day of the
campaign, a 29-year-old woman in
Ye township’s Than Chaung village
and a 70-year-old woman in Bilin
township died, apparently after tak-
ing the immunisation medicine.

Residents feared the deaths were
related to the elephantiasis vaccine,
Dr Nyan Sint, a malaria specialist
with Mon State’s health department
told The Myanmar Times.

“We investigated the two cases.
In the first case, we found that this

“I read that two children have
been hospitalised and some people
have even died after taking this med-
icine so I didn’t dare take it,” said Ma
Khine from Sanchaung township,
who got the vaccine for her family
from the regional health office on
September 13.

Ma Khine said a doctor at the re-
gional health office had tried to allay
her fears, telling her that the deaths
were not linked to the medicine and
the deceased had pre-existing condi-
tions.

“I'm still concerned about this
disease so I think I will wait a while
to see if there are more reports of
problems. In our quarter there are
other people who, like me, haven’t
taken the medicine because they are
afraid,” she said.

One woman from North Dagon
township said her relatives had re-
fused to take the vaccine.
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“The local leader gave us medicine
for my brother and husband but when
they came home from work they don’t
dare to drink this medicine,” she said.
“They don’t plan to take it but we
kept it anyway.”

Others, while concerned, said
they figured that the benefits out-
weighed any risk. Dr Thi Ha from
Bahan township said that while
elephantiasis is not common “we
should take the medicine if the op-
portunity comes because we don’t
live in a mosquito-free area”.

“These side effects are not lethal
but the elephantiasis is so, in my
opinion, everyone in an area with
mosquitos should take it.”

Similarly, U Thein Win, 45, from
Sit Twin village in Bago Region, said
he took the medicine on September
11.

“The healthcare team came to
our village two days ago and they
gave the vaccine to everyone. I did
not feel dizziness after taking it but
some villagers were dizzy and vomit-
ing,” he said.

Dr Min Than Nyunt said the de-
partment is aware that many people
have refused to take the medicine
and it is planning an information
campaign to reassure the public that
the vaccine is safe.

The ministry says elephantiasis
is found in nine Southeast Asian
countries, and about 200 townships
in Myanmar have been affected. The
vaccination campaign has been con-
ducted annually for 10 years, with
the vaccine to be taken once a year
for five consecutive years.

WHO Neglected Tropical Diseas-
es national technical officer U Myo
Lwin said the medicine can cause
dizziness, drowsiness, nausea and
vomiting.

It should be avoided by “people
with high blood pressure, diabetes or
asthma ... pregnant women, lactat-
ing mothers, infants and people with
chronic diseases such as liver infec-
tions, kidney problems and heart
diseases”, he said.

A Thanlyin resident wears a free helmet given to him by the traffic police

force on September 11. Photo: Boothee

Traffic police hand out
helmets in Thanlyin

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com

YANGON traffic police have dis-
tributed 100 motorcycle helmets
free of charge in an effort to keep
the region’s riders safe.

The helmets were distributed
on September 11 in Thanlyin
township, one of 14 in Yangon
Region where motorbikes are
permitted.

While motorbikes are banned
in most urban areas, they are
widely used in the region’s ru-
ral and outskirt townships, with
more than 58,000 registered
motorbikes. But Police Lieuten-
ant Win Lwin from Thanlyin
said many riders fail to wear a
helmet, a decision that greatly
increases their chances of being
seriously injured or killed on the
road.

“Of all vehicles, motorcycles
are the least safe and most dan-
gerous for users. People carry
extra goods, three passengers,
use their phone while riding and
don’t wear a helmet. People can
afford to buy a motorcycle but
they don’t want to spend even
K1500 on a helmet,” he said.

“We are not saying that wear-
ing a helmet means nobody will

die. But a helmet can protect the
head from injury.”

The helmet distribution event
also included talks from officials
on traffic rules and road safety.

Police Lieutenant Colonel
Linn Htut said the traffic police
force hoped to expand the free
helmet program with help from
donors. Each helmet costs K1000.

“In 31 townships it is not per-
mitted to use motorcycles but in
Dala, Thanlyin, Kyauktan and
Thongwa townships, for example,
many are using them and most of
the time they do not used a hel-
met,” he said.

“We want people to know they
must wear helmets when rid-
ing a motorcycle. Later, we will
give out more helmets free of
charge but we will also take ac-
tion against those who don’t wear
them.”

Police Lieutenant Zaw Myo
Tun said most people also believe
that the smaller vehicle on the
road is always in the right and
this encourages motorcycle riders
to be less careful.

“This thinking is wrong. Traf-
fic police do not care whether a
vehicle is small or big - we will
take action against those which
break the rules.”
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Continuity and change:
Myanmar'’s foreign policy

RENAUD
EGRETEAU

egreteau(@hku.hk

NAPOLEON once said that in interna-
tional affairs, a state must seek to define
the diplomacy determined by its own
geography. The political geography that
post-independence Myanmar inherited
from the British certainly presented
some formidable strategic challenges.
Early on, the country’s authorities ac-
knowledged that their approach to
foreign policy had to reckon with My-
anmar’s peculiar geostrategic position
between India, China, Southeast Asia
and the Indian Ocean. In particular,
Myanmar could not avoid dealing with
its two powerful neighbours, with their
increasing regional interests and global
ambitions. Myanmar was “hemmed in
like a tender gourd among the cactus”,
Prime Minister U Nu once lamented in
front of parliamentary delegates. Cop-
ing with this geography was, and still is,
a security imperative.

But over the past seven decades,
there have been other obvious elements
of continuity in Myanmar’s foreign
policy as a result of government percep-
tions of its security. For instance, the
country has long had to cope with the
management of its border areas. Most
are inhabited by ethnic nationalities,
which have long contested the legitima-
cy of the central state and established
vital economic and political connec-
tions across official borders toward
Thailand, China or India. These separa-
tist tendencies along the borders have
also generated a great deal of concern in
neighbouring capitals, which has com-
pelled Myanmar to be more pragmatic
in its policy toward its neighbours. The
fact that the 2008 constitution gives the
Tatmadaw sway over the Ministry of
Border Affairs in is an indication of how
critical border areas and neighborhood
diplomacy remain in the eyes of those
in Nay Pyi Taw.

A third essential element of conti-
nuity in postcolonial foreign policy is
the overall leverage of the Myanmar
military. Since the 1950s, the Tatmad-
aw leadership has asserted itself as a
key foreign policy actor, with generals
often serving as ambassadors and for-
eign ministers. The 2008 constitution
maintains the importance of the armed
forces in matters of foreign affairs. The
approval of the national legislature -
where the army has 25 percent of the
seats - is needed to establish and sever
diplomatic relations. The defence and
border affairs ministries, which are ful-
ly controlled by the army, are responsi-
ble for formulating defence policies and
maintaining security in border areas.

been a matter of national security. In
the current transitional context, the way
resources are managed and exploited -
especially by foreigners - will continue
to have a strong impact on Myanmar’s
relations with the outside world.

But there have also been some ele-
ments of change in Myanmar’s diplo-
macy over the years. The most evident
reflects the dramatic evolution in the
global order. Despite a “go-it-alone”
diplomatic stance long-favoured by
Myanmar leaders since the 1960s, ma-
jor events in international and regional
politics, such as the end of the Cold War
and the rise of China since the 1990s,
have unavoidably had an impact on the
country. Globalisation is also generating

Myanmar will certainly take great care not
to become overly close to one powerful state.

To get a better understanding of how
Myanmar’s defence and foreign policy
will develop in the near future, it is
therefore critical to understand where
the Tatmadaw leadership’s strategic in-
terests lie and how it has developed its
particular visions for national security.
Formulating foreign policies based less
on national security imperatives, which
soldiers traditionally tend to favour, will
likely require greater civilianisation and
professionalisation of Myanmar’s for-
eign service. In recent years, India and
members of ASEAN have trained Myan-
mar civilian diplomats and these efforts
should be expanded.

The last element of continuity is the
lure of Myanmar’s vast natural resourc-
es. These have shaped the country’s
colonial and postcolonial economic de-
velopments and will continue to do so
in ways that will prove both positive -
modernisation and growth - and nega-
tive, such as the resource curse, limited
creation of jobs in extractive industries
and the fear of foreign economic domi-
nation. Control of resources has always

some noticeable effects on Myanmar, its
people and overall state policymaking.
One example is the tangible impact
that the development of the economies
of Thailand and Yunnan Province in
China has had on corresponding border
areas in Myanmar.

Since 2011, foreign investors have
been prospecting in a much-fantasised
“gold rush” If this is not properly reg-
ulated, their thrusts may once more
generate anxiety and fear in a society
bruised by decades of xenophobia, par-
ticularly among Myanmar elites who
have long been reluctant to embrace
economic liberalism. Historically, free
market and capitalistic views of the
economy have almost always been
brought into Myanmar by foreigners
- Chinese and Indians in particular.
Furthermore, about 4 million Myanmar
people are forced to search for jobs and
other opportunities abroad because
they still cannot find them inside their
own country. All remain much connect-
ed to their homeland and impact social
and economic developments through

financial and social remittances. My-
anmar should look to the Philippines
and Bangladesh for pointers on how to
maximise the benefits from this valu-
able source of revenue and knowledge.

Finally, as many seasoned scholars
have demonstrated at length, power
in Myanmar has always been highly
personified and, therefore, quite un-
predictable. Personalised policies have
traditionally been more important than
institutional practices. This dependence
on personalities - including those with-
in the military - makes it difficult for
Myanmar to enjoy the rational stabil-
ity a modern state and its bureaucracy
normally desire. This can bring a high
degree of volatility into foreign and se-
curity policymaking.

These continuities and changes
highlight how challenging it has be-
come for Myanmar’s leaders to articu-
late a sensible foreign policy. Carefully
non-aligned, equidistant and probably
reactive diplomacy might suit the coun-
try best in these times of transition. My-
anmar will certainly take great care not
to become overly close to one powerful
state alone, whether it is a regional one,
such as China, or one coming from be-
yond the Pacific Ocean. But it will not
revert to the proactive diplomacy of
seduction and vibrant engagement that
was observed during the Asian Solidar-
ity moment in the 1950s. The country
today simply does not have the capacity
to emulate the buoyant foreign policies
that U Nu and former deputy prime
minister U Kyaw Nyein once vocally
promoted. As Myanmar chooses the
pace and path of its own political transi-
tion, it will also choose the way it wants
to rejoin the international community.

Renaud Egreteau is research assistant
professor at the University of Hong Kong.
He is co-author, with journalist Larry Jagan,
of Soldiers and Diplomacy in Burma:
Understanding the Foreign Relations of the
Burmese Praetorian State, published this
year by NUS Press with sponsorship from
the Research Institute on Contemporary
Southeast Asia (IRASEC) in Bangkok.
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Our region’s endangered species

ROGER
MITTON

roger.mitton(dgmail.com

SEPTEMBER 7 was Threatened Spe-
cies Day in Australia. Held every year,
it commemorates the death of the last
thylacine at Hobart Zoo in 1936.

Better known as the Tasmanian ti-
ger because of the stripes along its rear
back, the creature still adorns that is-
land state’s coat of arms.

Its demise is blamed on a combina-
tion of bounty hunters, disease and the
spread of that most destructive group,
married white folks with kids and pet
dogs.

To this day, however, there are al-
leged sightings of the elusive marsupial
and most of us cherish the notion that
there may indeed be a few still prowl-
ing at night in Tasmania’s foothills and
scrubland.

What is most intriguing about the
thylacine is the fact that both sexes
have a kangaroo-like pouch; the one for
the male envelops its genitalia so that
when it enters dense bush its bollocks
are protected.

This is all very fascinating, you may
say, but where is it going and when can
I get back to my gingernut latte and
smartphone?

Well, it’s quite simple. Last week’s
commemoration reminds us that this
region has a growing number of threat-
ened species, some of which are already
on life support.

In fact, Kevin Rudd is already toast.
The Australian PM was rendered ex-
tinct on Threatened Species Day due
to smarmy arrogance, internal feuding
and political cannibalism.

Other leaders who may also expire
soon include the premiers of Cambo-
dia, Malaysia and Vietnam, and their
opposition counterparts in Indonesia
and Thailand.

They have all experienced degrad-
ing electoral blows and, not possessing
protective pouches for their vital areas,
now look hobbled and unlikely to re-
cover their full potency.

Consider former Thai PM Abhisit
Vejjajiva, whose ascent, as Foreign Af-
fairs editor Jonathan Tepperman re-
cently wrote, came after “the military,
in connivance with royalists and the
courts, overthrew the populist prime
minister Thaksin Shinawatra”

Two years later, after those same
Yellow Shirt royalists had stormed Gov-
ernment House and occupied the na-
tion’s airports, their puppet Abhisit was
ushered into power.

But lacking popular support, he was
soon booted out when the Pheu Thai
Party, run by the now-exiled Thaksin,
won a handsome victory under the
leadership of the former PM’s sister
Yingluck.

Since then, much like Rudd’s Labor
Party, Abhisit’s Democrats have been
torn by infighting and strategic squab-
bling, while seeking to foment more
anti-government street protests.

It is not working. And despite hav-
ing a reputation for reasoned policies
and civilised behaviour, its members
have now stooped to thuggish volatil-
ity, as shown by their recent fisticuffs
in parliament.

Earlier this month, Democrat MP
Chen Thaugsuban went amok and
threw chairs at the Speaker, while days
earlier his colleagues totally lost the
plot and brutally attacked parliamen-
tary guards.

As the Bangkok Post reported, “Jeer-
ing, interrupting and filthy language
escalated into pushing, shoving, even
grappling with police.”

A front-page photo showed one of

Abhisit’s MPs trying to strangle a secu-
rity officer.

As if that were not bad enough,
Abhisit stumbled again when he tried
to burnish his fading image by writ-
ing a book called The Simple Truth, in
which he blamed the Thaksin-aligned
Red Shirts for Bangkok’s lethal riots in
2010.

“I saw everything that happened,”
he wrote in an English edition pub-
lished last month. “And I can confident-
ly say that the true murderers were the
same people who had earlier unleashed
terror on our city.”

But of course he could not, and did
not, see everything. And the ones who
first started to unleash terror on the
city were the Yellow Shirts, whose vio-
lent acts eventually led to his assump-
tion of the premiership.

Reviewing the book, academic Chris
Baker wrote, “It offers no new informa-
tion that is attested and reliable. The
self-righteousness makes it hard to im-
agine Abhisit acting as a force for peace
and unity in Thai politics.”

That is undeniable. In fact, Abhisit
now appears destined for the same fate
as the Tassie tiger. But we shall mourn
the latter far more.

T
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Ready for the axe? Former Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva. Photo: AFP
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For Hlegu

community,
a battle

TIM
MCLAUGHLIN

timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

WHEN volunteer carer Daw Yee Nwe
arrives at Myitta Parahita Shelter for
Leprosy to check on 87-year-old Daw
Aye May, she is confronted with a scene
that would disturb even the most expe-
rienced health professionals.

Daw Aye May’s feet lack sensation
because of the leprosy she contracted at
the age of seven. In September last year
she was left unattended in her sparse
room and mice gnawed at her feet while
she slept. Little of her toes remains.
Rust-coloured droplets of dried blood
stain her simple wooden bed.

Even by the abject standards of My-
itta Parahita, it is a disturbing example
of the conditions its residents endure.

The Ministry of Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement runs the dilapi-
dated centre in Hlegu township, north-
east of Yangon. The centre houses about
65 inpatients in two simple dormitories,
one for men and another for women.
About 45 outpatients live in the nearby
village of Mayan Chaung.

02%

The Ministry of Social Welfare's
budget as a percentage of GDP

The rooms are stifling. The windows
and doors are unprotected by screens,
making flies and mosquitoes a constant
menace. Patients regularly contract
malaria. A generator sputters noisily
in a crudely constructed shack outside,
struggling to compensate for the chron-
ic power failures.

The centre also supports 11 chil-
dren from the village. They do not have

leprosy but their families are too poor
to support them. They arrive at meal-
times, some teetering precariously on
adult-sized bicycles while others trudge
up the driveway by foot. In return for
their meal they wash dishes and pro-
vide a youthful if at times overactive
helping hand to elderly inpatients.

The majority of patients have been
cured of leprosy, also known as Han-
sen’s disease, through effective multi-
drug therapy at one of Myanmar’s two
leprosy clinics.

Inpatients still require constant care.
The disease has left many with limited
mobility because of amputations and
physical deformities related to untreat-
ed secondary infections. They are also
more susceptible to other illnesses.

However, the centre receives just
K200 a day per person from the Min-
istry of Social Welfare, Relief and Reset-
tlement - better than the K50 received
until August 2012 but just one-fifth of
what centre president U Hla Htay be-
lieves is required to provide basic meals
and care. “It is not enough, but people
have to tolerate,” he said.

The gaunt patients subsist on a diet
of rice, beans, fish paste and occasion-
ally some type of meat.

Apart from the one full-time worker
employed by the ministry, the centre
depends on volunteers to provide basic
services. Donors give food, medical sup-
plies and money for operations.

There is no on-site doctor but a vol-
unteer, Dr Aung Ye Kyaw, visits twice
a month. The medical equipment is
rudimentary: A number of the centre’s
wheelchairs have been created from
spare wheels and salvaged parts.

Myitta Parahita is a reminder that
while leprosy has been relegated to
dusty colonial-era medical books in
most of the developed world, it remains
a visible presence in Myanmar.

The number of new cases is falling
steadily, from 3365 in 2008 to 2936 in
2010, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO), but the number
living with lasting impairments is many
times higher.

Dr Zaw Moe Aung, country leader
for The Leprosy Mission Myanmar,
a branch of UK-based The Leprosy

A former leprosy sufferer at the Myitta Parahita Shelter for Leprosy in Hlegu township. Photo: Kaung Htet

Mission International, says about
100,000 people in Myanmar suffer from
grade two disabilities due to the disease.
According to WHO, those with a
grade two disability have “moderate dis-
ability; therapeutic action [is] needed
to prevent severe disability”. Foot drop,
mobile claw hand and blurred vision
are all considered grade two disabilities.
One of those 100,000 is Ko Ko Oo.
At 27, he is the youngest resident at
Myitta Parahita. Severe scarring covers
his face, neck and arms, disfiguring an
orange and red tribal-style tattoo on his
upper right shoulder. Despite the age
gap between Ko Ko Oo and most of the
centre’s other residents, he tells a famil-
iar story of discrimination and fear.
Before contracting the disease in
2009, he scraped by in Yangon collect-
ing and selling used newspapers with
his friends. He was diagnosed at Yangon
General Hospital, where he was marked
as an outcast. Other patients refused to
sleep near him and rarely spoke to him.
He was transferred to the Mawla-
myine Christian Leprosy Hospital be-
fore seeking refuge at Myitta Parahita.
Though his treatment cycle has end-
ed, he doubts that he will ever return
to his former life in Yangon. His friends
no longer keep in contact with him, nor
does his stepsister. His ailments have
made him both a patient and a pariah.
“There is no place for me to live,” he
says.

At Myitta Parahita he has found
acceptance, although not much more.
The deplorable conditions mean there
is not much to look forward to besides
the company of fellow sufferers.

Since it relocated to Hlegu in 1989,
the centre has also seen attitudes in
Mayan Chaung village change toward
leprosy sufferers. Daw Win May, 75,
said this is what encouraged her to live
in the village as an outpatient.

“Outside of the village there is dis-
crimination. Inside the village people
do not discriminate,” she said.

It is a rare safe haven from ridi-
cule, where outpatients can enjoy the
semblance of a normal life. However,
there are few jobs and most struggle
financially.

Dr Zaw Moe Aung said the stigma
of leprosy can continue for genera-
tions; a woman can find it difficult to
marry if her father has suffered from
the disease, he said. The difficulty for-
mer sufferers face in getting on with
their lives was highlighted by a tragic
case in 2009 where a patient set him-
self alight after being forced from his
home.

“It is a very deep-rooted issue,” Dr
Zaw Moe Aung said of the stigma at-
tached to leprosy in Myanmar.

As in the rest of the country, a de-
gree of positive change appears to be
coming to Myitta Parahita. The gov-
ernment has made improving social

services one of its major priorities. The
health budget for 2013-14 is more than
K400 billion (US$414: million), or 3.21
percent of the overall budget - a rise
of about K130 billion ($135 million) on
the previous year.

Though the rise represents a small
step forward, it still falls drastically
short of what is needed.

Smaller still though is the budget
for the Ministry of Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement, which, at K10.9
billion ($11.3 million), constitutes a pal-
try 0.02pc of GDP, according to deputy
director general U Aung Tun Khaing.

When discussing the centre, U
Aung Tun Khaing laughs nervously
and flashes an uncomfortable smile.
He admits conditions are not good but
blames the glaring shortfalls in care on
the ministry’s lack of resources.

“We have a very limited budget,
limited funding and limited human re-
sources,” he said.

Pressed on when tangible improve-
ments will come to Myitta Parahita, he
said the ministry is crafting a develop-
ment plan to expand the department of
social welfare. The timeline however,
remains unclear.

For those at Myitta Parahita - and
countless others whose needs have
been forgotten by the system - the
wait for reforms that bring tangible
improvements to their lives could be
agonisingly long.
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Police arrest one after stun gun
abduction in Pyinmana township

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87(@gmail.com

ONE man has been arrested and po-
lice are hunting four more after they
allegedly used a stun gun to attack
and abduct another man and steal
his car in Pyinmana township on
September 7.

Witnesses say Ko Lin Htain, 29,
was working in an auto repair shop
at about 2pm when five men drove
up in a Toyota Mark II and two
motorcycles. The men wore camou-
flage uniforms, carried handguns,
handcuffs and a stun gun, and said
they were from a Kayan armed rebel
group.

“They touched him with a stun

gun. They mentioned the group’s
name, pointed guns at him and
forced him to follow them [to the
car],” an eyewitness said, adding
that one of the men drove off in Ko
Lin Htain’s Pajero. “[Ko Lin Htain]
looked like he was in pain and very
afraid.”

He was later released and is re-
covering at home. Police say the
group comprised two men, aged
50 and 30, from Bago Region’s Yeni
township and three men, aged 28,
30 and 50, from Kayah State’s Loi-
kaw township.

“We were able to arrest [one of
the men] on September 9 at Baw-
digone village in Lewe township
and are searching for the others,”

Sergeant Soe Win from Pyinmana
Police Station said, adding that they
were also investigating the wherea-
bouts of Ko Lin Htain’s car.

One of the five is believed to be a
former official with the Kayan New
Land Party, an armed group from
Kayah State that is thought to have
several hundred soldiers.

“We haven’t yet had the chance to
interrogate them and find out why
they said they are from the Kayan
group,” the police sergeant said.

Ma Aye Aye Tun, Ko Lin Htain’s
wife, said the incident may have
been money-related because the man
who has been arrested owes her hus-
band K8 million.

— Translated by Thiri Min Htun
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MPs ready for debates
on budget, law reform

WIN KO
KO LATT

winkolatt2012@gmail.com

THE eighth parliament session start-
ing on October 1is expected to focus on
supplementary budgets and proposed
amendments to the peaceful protest,
election and party registration laws,
MPs say.

The hluttaw speakers announced on
September 9 that the sessions would
resume at the start of October, barely a
month after the seventh session ended.

“We expect to hold discussion about
the budget,” said U Sai Thiha Kyaw,
secretary of Pyithu Hluttaw’s Public

Accounts Committee. “Our commit-
tee will review whether some of the
budgets approved before [the start of
the financial year in] April were not
enough.”

The Rakhine Nationalities Develop-
ment Party is expected to submit an
amendment to the election law, after
the party proposed during the seventh
session to change the party registration
law so that only full citizens can vote.

“We can’t say yet what changes we
will propose to the election law;” RNDP
chairman U Aye Maung said last week.

The NLD has already signalled its
intention to push for an amendment
to the peaceful protest law that would
abolish the punishments set out in sec-
tion 18, which have resulted in scores of
activists being arrested and jailed over
the past year.

Shan Nationalities Democratic Par-
ty Pyithu Hluttaw representative U Ye
Tun said electronics law amendments
and the farmer protection law will like-
ly be passed during the eighth session.

He said the suspended discussion
on the bill to recall an MP is also likely
to resume at the behest of the Union
Election Commission.

“The bill should be discussed. It is
in accord with the constitution,” U Ye
Tun said.

U Aye Maung said that while he did
not agree with the bill he also believed
discussion would resume next month.

MPs say that the threshold for con-
stituents to start the process of remov-
ing their MP, which is set at 1 percent
in both the bill and constitution, is
too low and could create instability. —
Translated by Zar Zar Soe

A Pyithu Hluttaw MP walks through the chamber on April 23, 2012. Photo: AFP

Ministry to update
dietary guidelines

YAMON PHU THIT
yamon89@gmail.com

GUIDELINES on healthy eating are
to be updated, the health ministry has
announced.

The guidelines, last published in
2003, include 14 recommendations
covering breastfeeding, nutrition for
children and adolescents, pregnant
and lactating women, elderly people,
the consumption of fruit and vegeta-
bles, fats, salts, water and so on.

“As the guidelines were made 10
years ago, we need to explore wheth-
er it is time to update them,” said Dr
Kyaw Zin Thant, director general of
the Department of Medical Research
(Lower Myanmar).

“It’s time to provide correct infor-
mation based on the culture and situa-
tion of our country,” he said.

Experts from the ministry’s nutri-
tion and medical research depart-
ments, and UN and WHO nutrition-
ists, held a workshop on September 9
and 10 to update the guidelines.

An official from the ministry’s
public health unit said the new
guidelines would cover fast foods
and preserved foods. “Non-com-
municable diseases have increased

along with changes in lifestyle and
eating style. We should inform peo-
ple how to eat to ensure adequate
nutrition,” the official said.

“Dietary guidelines based on the
common diseases in Myanmar will
also be included,” she added.

The food-based dietary guidelines
aim to help people choose a nutri-
tious diet, consume a variety of foods
to avoid malnutrition and over-nutri-
tion, choose clean and safe food, and
practise healthy and nutritious diet
patterns.

“The Ministry of Health is on the
way to reducing under-five mortality
and to improving the average lifespan
of the citizens. I think these nutri-
tion guidelines can help people to live
healthily;” Dr Kyaw Zin Thant said.

“Our country is still facing the five
nutrition problems, protein deficiency
syndrome, iron deficiency syndrome,
vitamin A deficiency syndrome, iodine
deficiency syndrome andvitamin Bl
deficiency syndrome,” he said.

According to the UNICEF’s multi-
ple indicator cluster survey in 2010,
about 5.6 percent of under-five chil-
dren in Myanmar are severely under-
weight, 12.7pc are severely stunted and
2.1pc are severely wasted.

BRIEFS

Thousands sign pipeline petition

A students’ group in northern Shan
State has started the first formal
petition against the Shwe gas pipeline,
protesting what they say is unfair land
compensation and the destruction of
crops along the pipeline route.

The Ta'aung Students and Youth
Association started the petition in July
and had collected about 4000 of the
5000 signatures needed as of Septem-
ber 12.

The group set the target of 5000
signatures because that is the number
of people that it believes will be directly
affected by the pipeline.

Once the group has all the signa-
tures, it will take the petition to Presi-
dent U Thein Sein to formally address
the issue, said Mai Myo Aung, secretary
of the organisation.

“The reason we launched the peti-
tion is to draw attention to the impact
the construction of the pipeline has
had on communities and to press the
government to take responsibility,” Mai
Myo Aung said.

He said the project had resulted in
thousands of acres of agriculture land

and waterways being damaged or
destroyed.

He said the group plans to send cop-
ies of the petition to the chief minister
of Shan State, parliamentarians in the
Palaung Self-administered Zone and
the project’s operator, Southeast Asia
Gas Pipeline Company Limited.

The gas pipeline links Rakhine State
with China’s Yunnan Province and of-
ficially opened on July 28. - Than Naing
Soe, translated by Zar Zar Soe

Court charges 23 with murder
The Yangon Northern District Court
has charged 23 men with murder over
the death of a man in a gang clash.

The judge filed the charges on
September 10. All of the defendants
have pleaded not guilty and have also
indicated they will submit an appeal to
the Yangon Region High Court, asking
it to dismiss the case.

Three witnesses will be examined at
the next sitting date, on September 17.

The men were arrested after U
Kyaw Min died in an alcohol shop in
North Okkalapa township after being
stabbed in a fight. - Aung Kyaw Min
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(ovt warns on
sales of state-
owned land

PHYO WA
KYAW

pwkyaw(dgmail.com

MANDALAY City Development Com-
mittee is warning property brokers not
to deal in government-owned property
after sales in two townships were later
found to be unlawful.

MCDC filed a notice in the Man-
dalay daily newspaper on September
4 saying dealers looking into plots in
Chan Mya Tharsi township should con-
sult its Department of Civil Planning
and Land Management to ensure they
are not already government-owned.
MCDC also said that it would take ac-
tion under “the current law” if it found
any more cases of illegal purchasing.

The warning comes after reports
that 2400-square-foot plots near the
old Chan Mya Tharsi airport have been
selling for about K2 million. The farm-
land was confiscated by the state for
national projects but has never been
developed.

Property broker U Win Hlaing of
Aung Thara Phu real estate agency in
Pyigyitagun township said that the sit-
uation was complicated because some
farmers have been allowed to continue
working land after it is confiscated and
they have received compensation.

Buying and selling confiscated land
is a “risky business”, he said.

“From what I understand some
farmers have told buyers openly that
they have already received compensa-
tion from the government and are con-
tinuing to farm there because the land
has not been used for any state pro-
jects,” he said. “Some purchasers took
the risk and bought the land anyway,
either as an investment or to live there.”

Large areas of land were confiscat-
ed by authorities under the military
regime but never developed. However,
the regional government and MCDC
have made clear that it considers them
to be state owned.

In September 2012, MCDC removed
trespassers from Mya Yi Nandar ward
in Chan Mya Tharsi township and Zee
Oak village and Kan Gyi Kone village
in Pyigyitagun township who were
living illegally on municipal land. In
many cases they had bought plots for
well below market rates.

MCDC issued a public notice stat-
ing that when the government took
over the land in 1991, it gave K4000
an acre to farmers as compensation. In
1998 it also gave them a 2400-square-
foot plot if they lost fewer than 3 acres,
or two plots if they lost more than 3
acres.

A Mandalay City Development Committee official looks on as a bulldozer destroys a home built illegally on state-owned

land in September 2012. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw

Seven-month deadline set for low-cost housing

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

MANDALAY City Development Com-
mittee says it expects to complete
1300 low-cost apartments in about
seven months, under a controver-
sial project marred by evictions and
debate over what really constitutes
“low-cost”

The development will contain
more than 50 four-storey apartment
blocks and community amenities,
including a monastery, school, mar-
ket, medical clinic, police station and
even a bus stop, MCDC says.

Construction is under way on the
buildings in Chan Mya Tharsi town-
ship’s Myayinandar and Aungtharyar
wards, said U Myo Aung, associate

secretary of the housing project and
head of MCDC’s Department of Engi-
neering and Warehouse.

Tenders were issued in February,
with 88 construction companies bid-
ding and 37 chosen for contracts. The
apartments will be ready in about
April 2014 with other buildings to fol-
low later. The completed project will
also include a fire station and ward
administration office.

The development is part of gov-
ernment plans to address shortages
of low-cost, quality housing in urban
areas.

‘While the price of the apartments
will vary between developers and
won’t be set until after construction
is finished, it will be “less than K10
million”, U Myo Aung said.

Land for the development was
made available by evicting people liv-
ing illegally in the wards in Septem-
ber 2012 - a move that sparked clash-
es between residents and municipal
officials.

MCDC demolished the homes,
including those still occupied by
residents who had refused to leave
within the allotted timeframe, but
said their occupants - many of whom
had bought fake deeds to live in the
area - would get priority in purchas-
ing apartments.

Controversy over the eviction,
however, has now turned into contro-
versy over the cost of the replacement
apartments for former residents.

“K10 million may be a fair price for
the wealthy,” Ko Soe Aung said. “But

we are the poor and we borrowed
money to buy the land plots for cheap
prices here. Whether they give us pri-
ority or not, we can hardly buy a flat
for K10 million.”

MCDC said it plans to call a meet-
ing to discuss the low-cost housing
development with evicted residents.
It also said second priority for any
rooms not purchased by the evicted
residents will go to civil servants.

The Department of City Plan-
ning and Land Administration said
it kept a list of those who were
evicted last year but added those
not included in its survey can notify
officials if they are able to provide
documentation showing they had
lost their homes.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Archaeologist calls for restoration of
two damaged Bagan-era pagodas

THAN NAING SOE
thennaingsoeldgmail.com
KYAY MOHN WIN
kyaymonewin(dgmail.com

TWO of the nine pagodas built by
King Anawrahta on the Panlaung
River in Kyaukse township during
the Bagan period are in dire need of
repair, a leading architect has told
The Myanmar Times.

Architect Tampawaddy U Win
Maung said Magyitaw Shwegugyi
Pagoda in Magyitaw village and
Sawyel Shwegugyi Pagoda near Saw
Yel village could soon be beyond
repair unless urgent measures are
taken.

The Sawyel Shwegugyi should be
given first priority, he said, as it still
has original craftsmanship from the
Bagan period. The pagoda, which is
situated in a forest and is not well
known, still has its original walls
but 20 percent of the concrete floral
designs on its roof have collapsed,
he said.

He stressed the importance of
ensuring that the original designs
are preserved rather than replaced.

The other pagoda, Magyitaw
Shwegugyi, has suffered damage be-
cause the Panlaung River has erod-
ed the riverbank on which it was
built, U Win Maung said.

He said that unless measures are

P

The restored Tamoat Shinbin Shwegugyi Pagoda in Mandalay Region’s Kyaukse
township, which is located on the bank of Panlaung River. Photo: Supplied

taken to strengthen the bank, about
half the pagoda will be lost into the
river.

There is always debate over how
pagodas should be restored, U Win
Maung said, and for the most part
religious concerns have trumped
preservation of original designs.

“When repairing pagodas, people
mostly consider it from a religious
perspective. When the concrete is
damaged, they never try to repair

it - they just peel it off and put new
concrete on.

“This perspective focuses on re-
newal, while the cultural perspec-
tive is focused on preserving old
things as they are.

“Tamoat Shinbin Shwegugyi is
the only one of the nine pagodas
built by King Anawrahta in the
Kyaukse area that has been main-
tained with a focus on preserving
its original style.”

Foreign experts to
give advice on health
Insurance expansion

SHWEGU THITSAR
khaingsabainyeindgmail.com

FOREIGN experts are to be drafted
in to advise the government on set-
ting up, for the first time, a system
of national health insurance. The
Ministry of Health, medical profes-
sions, private insurance agencies,
hospitals and clinics will join in the
discussion.

Deputy Minister for Revenue U
Maung Maung Thein - a former gen-
eral manager of state-run Myanma
Insurance - said the government
would be seeking advice from “about
three” international insurance pro-
fessionals because of the paucity of
domestic experts in the sector.

There are currently 13 insurance
firms in Myanmar, including Myan-
ma Insurance.

“We will also send some locals
abroad to study health insurance,”
U Maung Maung Thein added, ad-
mitting that it would “take time” to
develop a system here.

The foreign experts are expect-
ed to take part in a nationwide
seminar on the issue, along with
the local medical professions, the

Ministry of Health, private insur-
ance companies, the insured, hospi-
tals and clinics.

The deputy minister said My-
anmar should have a “sustainable”
health insurance industry up and
running by 2015.

“Our department alone can’t im-
plement it. We need the active par-
ticipation of all related sectors to
create a sustainable system. Before
we set a health insurance policy, we
will gather suggestions from the rel-
evant stakeholders,” he said.

Life insurance is also rare, with
only about 200,000 to 300,000 in-
sured out of a national population
of 60 million. “Most of these are
government employees, for whom
it is compulsory. Otherwise people
don’t have life insurance,” said U
Maung Maung Thein.

“The government will try to in-
crease the number of people with
life insurance. Rates should be af-
fordable, and the system must be
available in the countryside,” added
the deputy minister, stressing the
need to modernise government
policy.

— Translated by Thiri Min Htun
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Preventative measures
help to stem erosion

SITHU
LWIN

sithulwin.mmtimes(dgmail.com

RIVERBANK erosion is posing less
of a threat to communities in Man-
dalay Region this year because of
increased investment in preventa-
tive measures, the regional govern-
ment says.

The Mandalay Region govern-
ment office said it expects to spend
K1.4 billion on erosion prevention
in 2013-14. It is the first time the
regional government, which was
formed in 2011, has allocated fund-
ing to erosion prevention.

“This year communities have
had to move only a small number
of houses because of the threat of
the riverbank collapsing, after a
large number of houses moved last
year,” Mandalay Region Minister for
Transportation U Kyaw San U Kyaw
San told The Myanmar Times last
week.

“We have undertaken a range of
preventive measures ... to redirect
water before the river level rose, so
overall there is much less anxiety in
the villages than last year,” he said.

“We are using sand pumps to
dig out sandbanks to redirect the
water. It will relieve erosion to an
extent if we pile the sands on the

Villagers and authorities undertake erosion prevention measures on the
Ayeyarwady River bank in Singu township in late July. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

riverbank. And then we will start
work on gabions [a cage filled with
rocks or concrete] when the water
level drops.”

The government plans to rein-
force riverbanks near nine villages
in five townships that are affected
by erosion and flooding each year.
Of these, work is already under way
in five villages and will begin at the
four other villages when the water
level declines.

Ko Min Ko from Htee Kone vil-
lage in Singu township, about 65
kilometres (40 miles) north of Man-

dalay, said the government’s efforts
have had a noticeable impact in his
village.

“As a result of this year’s preven-
tive measures, just three houses had
to move this year compared to 30
houses last year. We don’t need to
worry about our village this year,”
he said.

So far this year 25 houses in
three Singu township villages have
been forced to relocate because of
erosion, along with 11 houses in
three villages of Madaya township.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

BRIEFS

Thieves target journal offices
Mandalay’s media outlets have taken
a hitin recent months - from burglars.

The most recent burglary occurred
last week at the Mandalay office of
The Voice Daily, where more than
K900,000 (US$900) was stolen, a
spokesperson from the journal said.

A security camera fixed at the
house next door to the office recorded
the September 5 burglary, which oc-
curred around early dawn.

The break-in was one of several to
target media offices in recent months.
On May 7, an Acer laptop and K1
million ($1000) in cash was stolen
from the Mandalay-based Myanandar
journal, while in early June a branch
of Asia Fame Media Group, publisher
of Popular News, was also burgled.

Two Nikon cameras and a pair of
Ray-Ban sunglasses were stolen, said
Ko Than Soe.

All three of the burglaries have
been reported to police but no one has
yet been arrested or charged.

“We already know that we won't be
receiving back what we lost,” said Ko
Than Soe. “Even large [theft] cases
often go unsolved, so small cases like
this case won't be closed.”

A police spokesperson declined to
comment because the investigations
are still ongoing. - Si Thu Lwin, trans-
lated by Zar Zar Soe

Government triples grants
to non-government groups
Ministry grants to local NGOs have
more than tripled since last year, the
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement says.

The grants issued in 2012-13 totalled
just over K1.7 billion ($1.76 million), the
statement said, more than three times

the K547.8 million issued the previous
financial year.

The funds were divided among
1184 non-profit groups, including 735
pre-schools; 217 youth development
centres; 82 free primary schools; 69
youth centres; 61 old-age homes; 10
women’s centres; nine centres for
the disabled; and the Mayanchaung
Welfare Centre outside Yangon, a home
for former leprosy patients.

“The department [of social welfare]
is offering a helping hand in poverty
alleviation and rural developments,”
said Union Minister Daw Myat Myat
Ohn Khin.

The ministry said that during
the final 30 months of the current
government’s term it will provide
special grants for projects across eight
areas, including children, adolescents,
women, the elderly, the disabled, drug
addicts, non-profit groups and social
welfare projects. - Hsu Hlaing Htun,
translated by Kyaw Lin Khine

MAI offers Gulfstream charters
Myanmar Airways International plans to
offer charter flights using an eight-seat
Gulfstream jet, a spokesperson says.

It will also help Myanmar companies
or individuals buy similar aircraft, said
marketing manager Daw Aye Mra Tha.

“We are introducing this aircraft to
Myanmar people who are interested in
buying or hiring them,” she said.

Companies can engage MAI to buy
planes from Gulfstream Aerospace
for them and the airline will train their
pilots and cabin crew, she said.

“Myanmar people are very inter-
ested,” she said. “We have also had
enquiries from embassies that are
interested in chartering the aircraft.”

- EiEi Thu
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TRADEMARK CAUTION

BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION, a company
incorporated in Japan and having its registered office
at 10-1, Kyobashi 1-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan is
the owner and proprietor of the following Trademark:

ZRIDGESTONE

Reg. N0.4/7997/2013 (31 July 2013)

In respect of “Rubber tracks for use with crawlers on
agricultural machinery; Rubber tracks for use with
crawlers on mining machinery; Rubber tracks for
use with crawlers on construction, cargo handling
machinery; Rubber pads to be attached to shoe plates
of metal crawlers; Belts for conveyors; Transmission
belts; Belt conveyers; Brakes; Construction machines
and apparatus; Hydraulic hoses, not of metal, for use in
machines; non-metallic hoses for transferring hydraulic
power in machines; Pneumatic holders; Pneumatic
holders for take-up rollers; Rubber springs for non-
vehicular suspension systems” in Class 7;

“Automobiles and their parts and fittings; Tires;
Retreaded tires; Inner tubes; Wheels; Tread rubber for
retreading tires; adhesive rubber patches for repairing
tubes or tires; Rims and covers for vehicle wheels;
Preformed tire tread; Two-wheeled motor vehicles and
their parts and fittings; Bicycles and their parts and
fittings; Electric bicycles and their parts and fittings;
Aircrafts and their parts and fittings; Shock absorbers
[for land vehicles]; Air springs for land vehicles; Shaft
couplings or connectors [for land vehicles]; Fenders
for vessels [boat side protectors]; Seat cushions for
vehicles; Air springs for railway cars; Vehicle bumpers;
Suspension shock absorbers for vehicles; Suspension
springs for vehicles; Tire valves” in Class 12;

“Rubber; Oil Fences for anti-pollution barrier in
or on water; Packing containers of rubber; Plastic
semi-products; Plastic sheets for use as interlayers
for laminated glass; Hydraulic hoses, not of metal;
Plastic films, not for wrapping; Films for solar battery;
Urethane foam; insulating waterproofing membranes;
Adhesive-coated plastic sheets for solar cells; Padding
materials of rubber or plastic for shipping containers
made of rubber; Seals; Seismic isolation rubber bearing”
in Class 17;

“Pipes, not of metal; Seismic isolation rubber bearing;
Rubber building materials for seismic isolation; Rubber
building or construction materials; Non-metallic
building materials; Roofing and waterproof membranes;
antiseismic construction materials, not of metal” in
Class 19;

“Retail services or wholesale services for automobiles,
tires and parts and fittings for automobiles, for bicycles”
in Class 35;

“Repair and maintenance of motor vehicles and their
parts; Repair and maintenance of tires for motor vehicles;
Repair and maintenance of two-wheeled motor vehicles
and their parts; Repair and maintenance of tires for
two-wheeled motor vehicles; Repair and maintenance
of bicycles and their parts; Repair and maintenance of
tires for bicycles; Repair and maintenance of tires for
aircraft; Retreading of tires; Car washing; Rental of car
washing apparatus” in Class 37.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable
imitation of the Mark shall be dealt with according to
law.

U Than Maung, Advocate

For BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

#1508-1509, 15" Floor Sakura Tower, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Dated 16 September 2013 utm@kcyangon.com
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A peace activist takes part in a protest in Yangon to mark International Day of Peace on September 21, 2012. Photo: Kaung Htet

One year on, no respite for
peace march organisers

EIEITOE
4 LWIN

L

eieitoelwin@gmail.com

ACTIVISTS charged over a
peace march through Yangon
almost a year ago say they be-
lieve the government is deliber-
ately stalling their trials to stop
them from undertaking other
peace activities.

The nine activists were each
charged with 10 offences un-
der section 18 of the Law on
Peaceful Assembly and Peace-
ful Procession for organising a
peace march through Yangon in
September 2012 without official
permission. While they have ap-
peared in court dozens of times,
the cases against the nine ac-
tivists have stalled because of
the large number of witnesses
called by the police.

“The trials themselves are
a real burden for us. It is like
a string that restricts our free-
dom ... It hinders our daily life,”
said one of the accused, Ko Jaw
Gun from the Kachin Peace
Network. “I think I appeared in
court more than 100 times over
the past year. How am I meant
to get anything else done?

“It just takes so long. It

makes me so angry.”

The activists were charged
in each of the 10 townships
that the march passed through
because they did not seek prior
permission from the township
police station, as required un-
der the peaceful protest law.
They face two years’ jail for
each alleged offence.

Hundreds of people call-
ing for the end to the conflict
in Kachin State and elsewhere
in Myanmar joined the march,
which was held on September
21, 2012, as part of events held
throughout the country to mark
the International Day of Peace.

Judges have agreed to com-
bine the charges so that they
are now heard in Botahtaung
and Bahan township courts,
rather than 10 courts separately.

U Aung Myo Oo of the Law-
yers’ Network, who is represent-
ing four of the peace activists,
said the trials have been regu-
larly delayed because prosecu-
tion witnesses have failed to ap-
pear in court.

“For a normal case, the trial
has to end within six months.
But as each was charged 10
times there are many plaintiffs
[police]. But then the police
could not find some of their
witnesses when they were sum-
moned by the judge to appear
at the trial”

He said most of the wit-
nesses had also been unable to
clearly describe what happened
during the protest.

“I can’t accuse exactly [that
they are not real witnesses] be-
cause there were many people
present at that time. We cannot
know whether those [witness-
es] were in that place or not.”

‘I appeared in
court more than
100 times over
the past year.
How am I meant
to get anything
else done?’

Ko Jaw Gun
Kachin Peace Network

U Aung Myo Oo said it was
“difficult” to predict when the
trials would conclude. “At the
moment were just at the stage
of questioning the plaintiffs’
witnesses. Many witnesses are
still yet to be called and we
haven’t even started on the de-
fendants’ witnesses yet.”

The peace activists are by no
means the only protesters to fall
foul of the peaceful protest law,
which, as The Myanmar Times
reported, MPs are set to review
during the eighth session of
parliament.

Generation Wave leader Ko
Moe Thway is also facing 10
charges at two courts for al-
leged violations of the peaceful
protest law.

“I have appeared in court
more than 130 times but noth-
ing has been resolved yet and
no decision has been made,” he
said.

The activists say the peace-
ful protest law is unjust and vio-
lates their rights under section
354 of the constitution, which
they say gives them the right to
gather peacefully with or with-
out government approval.

Ko Moe Thway said he
would keep demonstrating de-
spite the threat of more charges
and has applied for permission
to celebrate International Day
of Peace on September 21 in co-
operation with other civil soci-
ety groups.

“We believe that we are con-
ducting these campaigns using
the rights given to citizens by
the 2008 constitution,” he said.
“So we don’t feel like we violat-
ed the law as they have accused

»
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NPT car co-op sells out on first day

HSU HLAING HTUN
hsuhlainghtun.mcm(@gmail.com

A COOPERATIVE set up to sell
taxis on instalment in Nay Pyi
Taw’s Zabuthiri township shift-
ed all 20 of the cars allocated
by the Ministry of Cooperatives
on its first day of operation, its
chairman said.

The ministry approved an
application from private com-
pany Kaung Myat Automobile
Service Industry to set up
Kaung Myat Cooperative Au-
tomobile Service in Zabuthiri
township on September 8. The
same day the cooperative’s 33
members elected U Zaw Zaw
Win Tun as chairperson.

The Cooperatives Depart-
ment has allocated 20 taxis - a
combination of Toyota Probox
and Nissan AD vans - to each
of the eight townships in Nay
Pyi Taw. The Kaung Myat coop-
erative is the first to be estab-
lished under the program and
sold its entire 20-taxi allocation
to members on its first day of
operation, said U Zaw Zaw Win
Tun.

“We will also sell motorcy-
cles and sewing machines on
instalment in future,” he said.

The cars are sold for Ki2
million, with a 20 percent down
payment and the rest paid back
over three years, with interest
set at 0.75pc a month.

Cooperative member Ko
Maung Maung said the low in-
terest rate meant ordinary peo-
ple could afford to buy a car.
“I'm very grateful that because
of this program I'm going to be
a car owner in just three years,”
he said.

Members can buy up to 100
shares at K10,000 each in the
cooperative. Elections for the
association chair will be held
every four years.

“I think this a good move
as it means drivers can have
the opportunity to own their
own car. The constitution of
this automobile cooperative
ensures transparency from the
top to the bottom and every

member has the right to speak
up. I think it will definitely be
a success,” said U Myint Aung,
a businessman from nearby Py-
inmana township.

As of early August, 487 co-
operative associations had been
formed in Nay Pyi Taw since
2012. About half of the associa-
tions focus on the agriculture
sector and Kaung Myat is the
first to sell cars.

“This car cooperative is
more prominent than the oth-
ers so it is important that mem-
bers work properly to make it
a success,” said U Khin Maung
Win, a deputy director of the
Cooperatives Department.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe
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A boy draws water from a wllage pond in the dry zone. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Great Wall partners with
govt on water project

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

A MYANMAR company plans to work
with the government to provide safe
drinking water to nearly 24,500 people
in the Central Dry Zone.

Great Wall Company will work
with government departments in 28
Mandalay and Magwe region villages
on the project, said spokesperson U
Tin Maung Ohn.

The villagers face a “chronic strug-
gle” to access safe drinking water, he
said.

The company plans to spend K150
million (US$150,000) to dig artesian
wells in 17 villages in Mandalay and

11 villages in Magwe. Each well costs
from K3 million ($3000) to K8 million
($8000). The villages are home to about
24,450 people in 4752 households.

“These villages are listed as having
insufficient purified drinking water
when surveyed by local municipali-
ties,” said U Tin Maung Ohn.

Great Wall owns and operates sev-
eral sugar refinery plants in Sagaing
Region, which is north of the proposed
project area. It also runs Great Wall
Hotel in Mandalay.

The company has future plans to
provide similar artesian wells in 10 vil-
lages in Sagaing Region and 14 villages
in Shan State, U Tin Maung Ohn said.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Experts report sharp
rise in alcohol-related
mental disorders

YAMON
PHU THIT

yamon89(dgmail.com

ALCOHOL-RELATED mental health
disorders are on the rise, experts
warn. The number of patients admit-
ted to Yangon Mental Health Hospital
has risen more than 60 percent - from
1600 to 2600 a year - since 2008, says
the hospital’s medical superintendent
Dr Kyaw Soe.

And already this year the hospital
has received about 2500 patients, he
said. “The number increased by about
1000 patients during these past five
years,” he said.

Problems associated with heavy
drinking include dependence, with-
drawal symptoms, derangement, de-
pression, brain damage and serious
memory loss.

Some experts say alcohol-related
disorders are rising because people
have easier access to booze.

“In our society, social drinking
seems to have become normal. This, I
think, could develop into daily drink-
ing and drinking-related problems,’
Dr Soe Min, a senior consultant

psychiatrist, told The Myanmar Times.

“Some people drink alcohol if they
have social stress or other problems.
This also could develop [into prob-
lem] drinking”

A 2009 WHO survey of the risk
factors for chronic diseases in Myan-
mar showed that about 12.9pc of the
population drink alcohol, including

2500

The number of people treated at the
Yangon Mental Health Hospital for
alcohol-related issues so far this year

31.2pc of men and 1.5pc of women.
Among the drinkers, about 15.7pc
consumed alcohol on a daily basis
and 35.9pc drank alcohol less than
once a month.

The survey was conducted on
more than 7000 people between 15
and 64 years of age, and represents
an increase on 2005, when the WHO
put the percentage of drinkers in

Myanmar at 7.2-74pc of men and
4.4pc of women.

Experts said that because of this
growing consumption they anticipate
further increases in alcohol-related
mental disorders in coming years.

“For this year until the end of Au-
gust, we have nearly 2500 patients
with alcohol-related disorders. We
think this rate will break the previous
year’s record,” said Dr Kyaw Soe.

“We recelve at least 300 alcohol-
related patients per month,” he said.
“Patients with alcohol-related disor-
ders are much more numerous than
other patients with mental disorders.”

Calling for an immediate response
to the problem, Dr Soe Min said, “The
best way to prevent these problems
is to abstain from alcohol. Drinkers
should monitor themselves for the
onset of problems so that they can de-
tect it early and seek treatment.”

Preventing alcohol-related prob-
lems is a multi-sectoral task, he said.

“The authorities should monitor
the situation and take action on alco-
hol imports, production, selling and
increased taxation,” he said.

“Health education programs are
also important to prevent people
from heavy drinking, to have early de-
tection and treatment, and to provide
effective mental health care””
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NLD could join
govt, says new
deputy minister

WIN KO
KO LATT

winkolatt2012@gmail.com

A SHAN MP elevated to U Thein Sein’s
government says members of the Na-
tional League for Democracy are likely
to soon follow suit.

Shan Nationalities Democratic Par-
ty (SNDP) member U Sai Kyaw Ohn,
the Pyithu Hluttaw representative for
Namhkam in northern Shan State,
was appointed deputy minister for
hotels and tourism by the President’s
Office on September 9.

He is the second opposition MP to
be appointed to a post in government,
joining U Tin Shwe from the National
Democratic Force, who became a dep-
uty minister for hotels and tourism in
February.

And U Sai Kyaw Ohn said he ex-
pected more to be appointed, includ-
ing MPs from the NLD.

“In future, MPs from the NLD will
probably be appointed to the govern-
ment. Their party is powerful so they

may even be appointed as union min-
isters,” he said.

In early June, rumours emerged
that NLD Pyithu Hluttaw representa-
tive for Kyautpadaung U Zaw Myint
Maung would be appointed deputy
minister for health. However, he dis-
missed the reports and has not been
brought in to the government.

U Sai Kyaw Ohn, who is also a
member of the Pyithu Hluttaw Bank-
ing and Financial Development Com-
mittee, said he believed the reason he
was selected for the post is his previ-
ous experience as managing director
of a travel company.

The same day the President’s Office
also appointed Nay Pyi Taw Council
member U Tin Ngwe as deputy minis-
ter for livestock, fisheries and rural de-
velopment, while U Phone Zaw Han,
a minister for finance and revenue in
Mandalay Region, replaced him on
Nay Pyi Taw Council.

The President’s Office also appoint-
ed Pyithu Hluttaw representatives U
Mann Maung Maung Nyan of the Na-
tional Unity Party and U Ngon Maun
of the Chin National Party to the Un-
ion Civil Service Board.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe
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The Shwe Ngar Family company from Mandalay
Region’s Myittha township marked 10 years of annual
rice donations on September 7, distributing three
baskets of rice each to more than 3000 households.
“We conduct a rice donation every year to ease the
difficulties of poor families,” said U Myint Wai from
Shwe Ngar Family. - Si Thu Lwin

TB project
recelives
four rapid
detection
machines

MYANMAR’s tuberculosis project re-
ceived four state-of-the-art machines
on September 10 to enable rapid de-
tection of drug-resistant TB.

The machines will be deployed in
Yangon, Magwe, Taunggyi and Lashio
to help diagnose more than 22,000 pa-
tients over the next three years, a pro-
ject spokesperson said.

UNITAID, a global health initia-
tive launched by the governments of
Brazil, Chile, France, Norway and the
United Kingdom, donated the ma-
chines as part of a global TB project
conducted in 21 countries in Africa,
Eastern Europe and Asia.

The GeneXpert machines will al-
low health workers to quickly diag-
nose drug-resistant TB at an early
stage, Dr Denis Broun, executive di-
rector of UNITAID, announced at the
launching ceremony on September 10
at Yangon’s Aung San TB hospital.

The machines are recommended
by WHO as highly accurate, UNITAID
said.

Dr Tin Mi Mi Khaing, a TB expert
from Yangon, said the machines will
make TB diagnosis easier and faster.

“In the past, diagnosing drug-
resistant TB could take nearly two
months and was not accurate. Now,
we can know the result within two
hours,” she told The Myanmar Times.

“The diagnosis tasks are easier. So
we should try our best to provide treat-
ment as quickly as possible,” she added.

Myanmar is among 22 countries
with the highest TB burden in the
world and the WHO estimates that
about 8900 people are newly infected
with MDR-TB every year. However,
only 800 patients were receiving treat-
ment as of the end of 2012.

— Yamon Phu Thit
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Momentum is growing for state and region governments to be given a greater share of the budget but President U Thein Sein’s economic adviser,
U Zaw Oo, urges a cautious approach, arguing that the lack of accurate data means the process cannot yet be undertaken in an equitable way

SANDAR
LWIN

sdlsandar@gmail.com

In a recent speech, President U
Thein Sein said he would allocate a
greater share of the budget to states
and regions. Campaigns are also un-
derway for states and regions to get
afairer share of profits from natural
resources. As an economic adviser
to the president, how do you think
the issue should be approached?

We still need to learn more from
what has happened in other countries.
We can see from the decentralisation
experiences of about 10 countries pre-
sented at this [Good Local Governance
and People-Centred Services] work-
shop that allocating a greater share of
the budget to local governments does
not necessarily improve their perfor-
mance. For example, China allocates a
very large amount [about 60 percent
of the total budget] but there are many
governance problems at the local level,

while Thailand uses just 10pc but the
quality of local governance is relatively
high. We expect that by learning more
about international experiences we
will be in a better position to decide on
the most suitable path for our country.

‘What is your view on the financial
decentralisation in the 2008 con-
stitution?

The constitution outlines many
basic principles on decentralisation,
such as which taxes have to be collect-
ed by the central government, which
can be collected by local governments
and what activities self-administered
zones are entitled to undertake. Previ-
ously, however, all of these tasks were
controlled by the central government
so to be able to follow these constitu-
tional principles many legal adjust-
ments need to be made. New laws,
then by-laws and other rules based on
these constitutional principles need to
be enacted. But a more important task
is to improve the capacity of the public
servants who will have to undertake
these activities. Only when [both of
these] have been completed can finan-
cial decentralisation be practised.

How should income be split be-
tween the central government, the
14 states and regions and six self-
administered zones?

In other countries it is rare to see
a federal structure based on ethnic-
ity; usually it is based on area. [But
our constitution recognises] that
many diverse ethnic groups are resid-
ing in our country, and as recognition
of the racial identity of these ethnic
groups, states and regions are organ-
ised along ethnic lines. Other groups
that also have significant populations
... are granted self-administration. But
it becomes more complicated when
you consider the detailed procedures
needed to practise what is prescribed
in the constitution.

Other countries usually develop
a formula ... based on exact data and
statistics so that the process is fair
and transparent ... but developing this
kind of formula for our country is dif-
ficult at the moment. I believe we need
to do much more preparation so that
we have exact data and statistics. We
haven't even begun to gather exact
statistics on religious and ethnic diver-
sity, even though everybody is talking

about them. After the national census,
we should have more exact statistics
and can then calculate [financial allo-
cations] more precisely.

The results of the census will not be
released until the end of 2015. Does
that mean we should just wait until
then?

The discussion process should start
now. The process is likely to take a
long time so we should not wait [for
the census results] to start. We need
to consider both the basic principles
[of financial decentralisation] and the
practical needs as well.

For example, Indonesia undertook
decentralisation very quickly - they
even called it a big bang approach
- while Cambodia did it very gradu-
ally. Today, the results in these two
countries are not very different ...
In Indonesia, local governments get
40pc while it is 30pc in Cambodia.
But I think that when we approach
these issues it is important to estab-
lish a model that is suited to the prac-
tical situation in our country. It will
not work if we just stick to a certain
ideology.

The government also needs to
consider what ethnic minor-
ity groups want, and many have
clearly stated that they want
greater autonomy - a genuine fed-
eral system - and also a greater
share of money from resources.
How should these demands be
managed?

Well, first we should work out
what we want. After that, we have
to negotiate. I think we need to find
out more widely what the people at
the grassroots level want, such as
through the local governance map-
ping discussed at this workshop.

If we look at the experience of Chi-
na, it is a unitary state in structure
and also has different ethnic groups
but it can undertake beneficial meas-
ures for its grassroots communities
and ethnic groups more than some
federated countries. I think we still
need to learn more about interna-
tional experiences so we can decide
whether it is more important to focus
on, for example, providing efficient
public services or creating a genuine
federal system through constitutional
amendments.

Ailrlines still in infancy as tougher competition looms

BILL O'TOOLE
botoole12(@gmail.com

THOUGH state-run Myanma Airways
is celebrating its 65" anniversary this
week, the country’s aviation industry
is still at the “kindergarten stage”, an
expert has warned.

Founded as the Union of Burma
Airways on September 15, 1948, the
airline was a trail-blazer in the South-
east Asia of the 1950s. But then dec-
ades of isolation and sanctions devas-
tated the country’s airline industry.

While the opening up of the coun-
try is good news for national airlines,
the likely increased competition also
carries serious threats.

“The next 12-18 months will a test-
ing time for Myanmar-based airlines
as they will have to learn quickly or
risk being marginalised by foreign car-
riers,” said Stuart Barwood, an avia-
tion expert from Brolin Consulting in
the UK.

“Sanctions ... led to a gap in
commercial knowledge and expe-
rience in the airline sector which
needs to be addressed quickly in
order to give airlines the abil-
ity to compete with international

companies,” said Mr Barwood.

Myanmar is set to join the rest of
ASEAN in adopting the “Open Skies
Policy” in 2015, which would allow
foreign airlines greater access to My-
anmar’s skies - and even allow for-
eign carriers to fly on domestic routes,
which are currently restricted to com-
panies that are majority or wholly My-
anmar owned.

Dominique Savariau, an aviation
expert at Myanmar Carlton Consult-
ing in Yangon, said that while sanc-
tions have played a role in stunting
the industry’s growth, the Ministry of
Transport has not done enough to de-
velop the industry.

“[The Ministry of Transport] has
missed the global view. They have not
answered questions like: What kind of
development do they need? What role
do they want aviation to play in the
next ten years?”

He said the industry has been too
focused around the “prestige” of own-
ing airlines and not on making it prof-
itable and sustainable.

While Myanmar companies domi-
nate the domestic market, Myanmar
Carlton’s estimates that only 20 per-
cent of international flights to and
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A Union of Burma Airways Boeing 727 taxis at Hong Kong’s Kai Tak International Airport in 1974. Photo: Wikimedia Commons

from Myanmar were operated by local
airlines, while the other 80pc went to
about 24 foreign carriers.

One of those two local airlines is
Golden Myanmar Airlines. Manag-
ing director U Aung Gyi told Channel
News Asia earlier this year that the in-
dustry was in the “kindergarten stage”

He said that most operators have a

“bad reputation” but it can recover “in
[a] very short period of time”.

“The people who are operating,
they have to absorb and they have to
[adopt] the modern, latest technol-
ogy,” he said.

In the lead-up to Open Skies, Mr
Barwood said it would be wise for
Myanmar to protect local carriers, at

least at first. “Without some degree
of protection, local airlines will face
strong competition on key routes from
international carriers ... although any
protection should only be short-term
to enable the airlines to find their feet
after years of isolation.

“The most important thing [to de-
velop] is the human resources.”



TRADEMARK CAUTION

Ajinomoto Co., Inc., a company incorporated in Japan and having its registered office
at 15-1, Kyobashi 1-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan is the owner and proprietor of the
following Trademark:

Reg. No. 4/7998/ 2013 ( 31* July 2013)

In respect of “Amino acid for medical purposes; Amino acid preparations; Mineral for
medical purposes; Salt for medical purposes; Saccharide preparations; Dental materials;
Lacteal flour (for babies); Tapes for medical purposes; Gum for medical purposes;
Pharmaceuticals; Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations; Sanitary preparations
for medical purposes; Dietetic substances adapted for medical use; Food for babies;
Plasters; Materials for dressings; Material for stopping teeth; Dental wax; Disinfectants;
Preparations for destroying vermin; Fungicides; Herbicides; Medicines for human
purpose; Medicines for veterinary purposes; Dietetic foods; Dietetic beverages; Dietetic
substances; Supplementary foods consisting of mainly amino acids in the forms of
granules, liquid, tablet, powder, capsule and jelly ( not for medical purposes); Health
foods consisting of mainly amino acids in the forms of granules, liquid, tablet, powder,
capsule and jelly (not for medical purposes); Dietary supplements products consisting
of mainly amino acids in the forms of granules, liquid, tablet, powder, capsule and
jelly (not for medical purposes) ” in Class 5;

“Supportive bandages; Surgical catguts; Feeding cups (for medical purpose); Dropping
pipettes (for medical purpose); Teats; Baby bottles; Vacuum bottles for nursing;
Prosthetic filling materials (not for dental use)” in Class 10;

“Medical machines and apparatus; Metalwork; Processing of rubber; Processing
of plastics; Ceramic processing; Food processing; Rental of chemical processing
machines and apparatus; Refinement of a medical product or synthesis by trusting;
Medicine manufacturing processing of chemicals by trusting, a medical product
and cosmetics; Assembly processing with a mechanical adjustment of mechanical
apparatus for medical treatment and the part; Refinement of a medical product,
medicine manufacturing and production by trusting; Artificial bone prosthesis by
trusting and production of a filling charge of materials; Production of a dental charge
of materials by trusting; Production of mechanical apparatus for medical treatment
by trusting; Production of food and processing by trusting; Production of a soft drink
by trusting, a fruit drink and a milk Qing dynasty drink; Production of dry milk for
babies by trusting; Production of a snack for infant’s weaning by trusting; Synthesis
of a medicine metabolic product by trusting and a middle raw material compound;
Filling of the maximum weight of the medical product by trusting, the unregulated
drug and the cosmetics; Crush and mix of inorganic medicine by trusting” in Class 40;

“Designing; Computer software design, computer programming, or maintenance
of computer software; Technical advice relating to performance, operation, etc. of
computers, automobiles and other machines that require high levels of personal
knowledge, skill or experience of the operators to meet the required accuracy in
operating them; Testing, inspection or research of pharmaceuticals, cosmetics or
foodstuff; Test, check or study of chemicals for medical treatment; Offer of information
about chemicals for medical treatment; Test of a medical product, cosmetics or a
food, check, study or development, offer of information about these and consultation;
Development, test or study about medical appliance apparatus; Test, check or study
about treatment method and technology which affect medical treatment; Testing or
research on apparatus and instruments; Rental of computers; Providing computer
programs; Rental of laboratory apparatus and instruments” in Class 42; and

“Medical services; Providing medical information; Physical examination; Dentistry;
Preparation and dispensing of medications; Collection of information and analysis
about medical treatment; Dietary and nutritional guidance; Offer of information
about the medical profession and dispensation; Offer of information about nutritional
guidance; Animal breeding; Veterinary services; Rental of medical machines and
apparatus” in Class 44.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation of the Mark shall be
dealt with according to law.

U Than Maung, Advocate

For Ajinomoto Co., Inc.,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

#1508-1509, 15" Floor Sakura Tower, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Date 16 September 2013 utm@kcyangon.com
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Asylum seekers
land in Thailand

MORE than 200 Muslim Roh-
ingya boat people have landed
in southern Thailand, authori-
ties said on September 12, a
sign that vessels from Myan-
mar may be risking the journey
before the end of the monsoon
season.

The group, believed to be
fleeing sectarian violence in
unrest-torn Rakhine State, land-
ed on a remote beach during a
storm in southern Satun prov-
ince on September 11, an official
said.

“We gave them water, food
and fixed their boat,” said the
official from the local Internal
Security Operation Command,
who did not want to be named.
He added that the group then
returned to the boat and set
sail.

“We want them to go away
out of the country ... They do
not want to stay here and au-
thorities here do not want to
take them,” he said, adding that
the Rohingya normally want to
head to neighbouring Muslim
countries.

While he did not mention
any countries by name, the Ro-
hingya generally prefer Malay-
sia or Indonesia.

Thousands of Muslim Roh-
ingya boat people - including

women and children - have
fled Myanmar since Buddhist-
Muslim clashes a year ago in
Rakhine.

But most make the perilous
journey after the monsoon has
waned in October when high
seas calm.

A local village official con-
firmed late on September 11

‘They looked
skinny. They had
no energy — some
could not even
walk.

Somnuk Khunsuek
Village official, Satun Province

that the group had made land
in Satun province, after a 15-
day voyage through rough seas.

“They are all men - aged
between 15 and 45 years old ...
They looked skinny. They had
no energy - some could not
even walk,” Somnuk Khunsuek
said, adding they said they

wanted to reach Malaysia.

Thailand has faced criticism
from rights groups for detain-
ing hundreds of Rohingya boat
people in overcrowded and in-
sanitary facilities while it waits
for a “third country” to offer to
take them.

But overseas help has not
been forthcoming so far, leav-
ing the refugees in limbo, and
separated from their families.

The kingdom initially said
the asylum seekers would be
allowed to stay for six months
while the government worked
with the UN refugee agency,
the UNHCR, to try to find oth-
er countries willing to accept
them.

It has extended the deadline
to early next year, but rights
groups say the Rohingya re-
main vulnerable to exploitation
while they do not have full legal
status in the kingdom.

In January Thai authorities
opened an investigation into
allegations that army officials
were involved in trafficking
Rohingya.

A spokeswoman for the
UN’s refugee arm said boat
people should never be “pushed
on”, adding those fleeing unrest
“must be able to access asylum
where they arrive”. - AFP

State-run ethnic news, culture
channel begins test broadcasts

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87@gmail.com

A TELEVISION channel focus-
ing on ethnic minorities will be
added to the country’s growing
broadcasting lineup over the
weekend. However, there are
already concerns that program-
ming may mimic state views on
minority groups and not the
views of the groups themselves.

Content on the National
Races Channel will include
news broadcasts in eight eth-
nic languages and cultural
programs focusing on lifestyles
of different groups, traditional
foods and prominent historical
places.

The channel will initially
broadcast in Kachin, Kayah,
Mon, Rakhine, Shan and Wa
languages, while two Chin lan-
guages and three Kayin lan-
guages will also have their own
programs. Test transmissions
are to be launched on Septem-
ber 15 and over the next month
an hour of programming will
be broadcast in each language,
with programs run twice a day.

Deputy Minister for Infor-
mation U Ye Htut said the chan-
nel was established through an
agreement between the Min-
istry of Information and My-
anmar Radio and Television
(MRTV) and will be broadcast
through pay television pack-
ages sold by both Family Enter-
tainment Group and Skynet.

If test transmissions are
successful the channel will be
made available to all house-
holds in Yangon, Mandalay and
Nay Pyi Taw from April 2014.

Initially the ministry and
MRTV will share the costs of
establishing and operating the
channel but he said a planned

A Wa presenter on the National Races Channel conducts a test
broadcast last week. Photo: Pyae Thet Phyo

broadcasting law would see a
dedicated budget line set up for
the channel.

The passage of the broad-
casting bill will also pave the
way for the government to set
up FM radio stations broad-
casting in ethnic minority lan-
guages, he said.

U Zaw Aye Maung, a min-
ister for Rakhine affairs in the
Yangon Region government,
said the introduction of broad-
casts in minority languages was
an important step forward for
the government.

However, he expressed con-
cern that programming would
be too closely aligned with gov-
ernment policy and not prop-
erly reflect the reality on the
ground.

“Ethnic  minorities  will
more easily be able to under-
stand and learn from programs

broadcast in their native lan-
guages. But it must be a public-
oriented channel ... If it only
airs government policy, it will
be boring ... and nobody will
want to watch it, so it will just
be a waste of money,” he said.

But at a launch ceremony
in Nay Pyi Taw on September
7, Minister for Information U
Aung Kyi said the ministry is
committed to ensuring pro-
gramming offers a balanced de-
piction of life in ethnic minori-
ty communities. He encouraged
ethnic communities to inform
the ministry if broadcasts on
the channel are inaccurate.

“People living around the
country should be able to see
the faces of children who are
collecting firewood in the fur-
thest, most remote areas of the
country,” he said. — Translated
by Zar Zar Soe
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Investors battle over liquidated firm

AUNG KYAW MIN
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm

SHAREHOLDERS in a liquidated firm
who say they received just one divi-
dend in 16 years are pushing for an au-
dit of the company, the return of their
initial investment and any dividends
they may have missed out on.

The shareholders’ call was prompt-
ed by the revelation that the Ministry
of National Planning and Economic
Development had liquidated Cen-
tral Medical Service in July 2012 for
failing to follow Myanmar company
procedures.

The group of shareholders, led
by U Maung Maung Lay and Daw
Mayri Khin, said a “minority” group
had gained control of the company

at its annual general meeting in 2004
and since then had refused to release
financial information to them.

U Maung Maung Lay and Daw
Mayri Khin say they are part of a six-
member faction that possesses 59.2
percent of the company’s shares, while
managing director U Htin Pawl and
six others hold 40.8pc.

U Maung Maung Lay said the dis-
pute arose after U Htin Pawl’s group
called the meeting and dumped him
from its board without his knowledge.

He and other members of the
group of disaffected shareholders have
stayed away from the firm since the
dispute, he said.

“For 16 years we’ve been waiting for
a return on our investment. The only
time I got anything was in 2004, when

I received K100,000,” said U Maung
Maung Lay.

“We have no idea whether the com-
pany was growing or profitable or even
how many shareholders there are. But
after we found out that the company

‘For 16 years we’ve
been waiting for
areturn on our
investment.’

U Maung Maung Lay
Shareholder
Central Medical Service

was liquidated we decided to try and
get back our initial investment.”

Central Medical Services was es-
tablished on June 27, 1997. Its main
business is Academy Medical Service,
which is still operating.

The Myanmar Times contacted
Academy Medical Service several
times for comment but was told that
the “manager or authorised person
has gone out and we have no right to
give their contact details”

After the 2004 dispute, the disaf-
fected shareholders submitted an ap-
peal to the Yangon Region Supreme
Court, which ruled that the meet-
ing had breached the company’s
rules because it was not attended by
people holding at least 50pc of the
company’s shares.

It ordered that the meeting be held
again but this appears not to have
happened, which prompted the gov-
ernment’s decision to liquidate.

A spokesperson for the Directo-
rate of Investment and Company Ad-
ministration said it was aware of the
dispute.

“The notice from the Ministry of
National Planning and Development
was sent four times to the company’s
office and members of the board of di-
rectors,” the spokesperson said.

U Maung Maung Lay and Daw
Mayri Khin said they had not raised the
issue publicly until now because there
was previously no transparency in gov-
ernment and judicial decision-making
and strict censorship meant the media
could not report on the case.

Possible site for dog
sanctuary identified
in Mandalay Region

HLAING KYAW SOE
hlaingkyawsoe85(dgmail.com

MANDALAY residents concerned
about the fate of stray dogs in the city
- and the threat of rabies - have iden-
tified a possible site for a sanctuary
and are seeking government permis-
sion to open the facility.

The group’s members say they
have been forced to act because of the
growing export of dogs from Myan-
mar to China, where they are sold for
up to K20,000 to hungry buyers.

Veterinary surgeon Dr Khin
Maung Yi, a member of the Stray
Dogs Rescue Group, said last week
that he has asked the regional gov-
ernment for permission to reopen a
dog sanctuary on 66% Street, north-
east of Mandalay Hill.

The sanctuary was closed in the
mid-1990s because of a lack of fund-
ing, he said.

If approved, stray dogs would be
removed from urban streets and vil-
lages in the area and taken to the
sanctuary, Dr Khin Maung Yi said.

The sanctuary would be supported
by donors and would not be a burden
on state finances, he said.

Opening the sanctuary would help
prevent the spread of rabies, which
has increased four-fold in the region
since 2011, and would also prevent
stray dogs from mistreatment.

“If there is a dog sanctuary, peo-
ple can leave unwanted dogs there,”
he said. “It can also protect against
the export of dogs to other countries.
Currently, there are some cases of
people catching and selling dogs [to
China]. People are also holding dogs
for ransom and ... selling them [back
to the owners] for K7000 so these
are also reasons why we want the re-
gional government to let us open the
sanctuary again.”

If the dog sanctuary is approved,
Dr Khin Maung Yi said, the dogs will
be given food and health care. There
are also many people ready to help
maintain the sanctuary, with donors
already lining up to provide fund-
ing. A number of veterinarians have
offered to help look after dogs at the
sanctuary.

U Soe Tint Aung, deputy head of
Mandalay City Development Commit-
tee’s Cleaning Department, said he
had not heard about the proposal but
believes it is a worthy idea. He con-
firmed that the sanctuary is closed
and said some Cleaning Department
workers live on the site.

MCDC figures show that the Clean-
ing Department destroyed 3900 stray
dogs in the 2012-13 financial year.

Group member and beauty salon
owner Ma Saw Yu Aye from Maha
Aung Myay township said recent me-
dia coverage about Myanmar dogs

T ¢

_. .-‘."

A stray dog sleeps on the steps of a colonial-era building on Pansodan Road in downtown Yangon. Photo: Christopher Davy

being sold to China has drawn further
attention to the issue and prompted
members of the public to come up
with solutions to protect dogs.

She became interested in the issue
after her dog was caught by a private
poacher and she had to buy it back so
it would not be sold in China.

“I felt so sorry when I saw a lot of

dogs being caught,” she said. “So we
dog lovers have formed a group and
are seeking a place to make a dog
sanctuary. We are trying to register
our organisation so it is legal.”

Dog lover U Thant said he be-
came interested in the issue after
he saw the harsh methods private
dog catchers use to round up the

region’s stray dogs.

“I saw a dog hunter with a horse
cart catching dogs with a slingshot,”
he said. “I told them to stop it, but
I failed because they also shot me
with a slingshot. Dogs are being tor-
tured. So, I'm going to ask for a dog
sanctuary.”

— Translated by Thirt Min Htun
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Tianjin Pipe (Group)
Corporation, a company organized under the laws of
Peoples Republic of China and having its principal office
at Jintang Road, Dongli District, Tianjin, PR. China, is the
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following trademark:-

TPCO

( Reg: No. IV/8792/2006 )

in respect of:- “Branching pipes of metal; buckles of
common metal; casings of metal for oilwells; cast steel;
clips of metal for cables and pipes; collars of metal for
fastening pipes; elbows of metal for pipes; junctions
of metal for pipes; manifolds of metal for pipelines;
penstock pipes of metal pipe muffs of metal; pipes of
metal; pipes of metal , for central heating installations;
pipework of metal; props of metal; reinforcing materials
of metal for pipes; rings of metal; rods of metal for
brazing and welding; sheet piles of metal; sheets and
plates of metal; sleeves (metal hardware); soldering
wire of metal; steel pipes; metal welding pipes; casings
of metal; metal line pipes; metal structured pipes; metal
hydraulic cylinder tubes; metal pipe couplings; metal
casting billets; metal slab billets; steel sheets; steel strip;
steel tubes; steel wire; steel, unwrought or semi-wrought;
wall hooks of metal for pipes” - Class:6

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Tianjin Pipe (Group) Corporation
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 16" September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that DHL International GmbH
a company incorporated in Germany, Manufacturer
and Merchants of Charles-de-Gaulle-Strasse 20, 53113
Bonn, Germany is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following trademark:-

DHL SUPPLY CHAIN

(Reg: No. 1V/2799/2010)

inrespect of: - “Transport, in particular transport of goods
by motor vehicle, lorry, rail, ship and aeroplane; packaging
and storage of goods; transportation information; freight
brokerage, unloading of freight; storage information;
courier services; logistics in the transport sector;
collection, transport and delivery of goods, in particular
documents, packages, parcels, letters and pallets;
freighting by ship, aeroplane, rail, motor vehicle and lorry;
tracking and tracing by means of the electronic tracking of
goods, in particular documents, packages, parcels, letters
and pallets; warehouse management, organisation and
handling of returned goods (returns management); rental
of storage containers; letter, freight and express delivery
services; rental of warehouses; logistics consultancy;
dispatch handling/conducting; organising goods
and dispatch data; drawing up all transit documents;
providing information relating to handling, transport
and logistics, in particular the handling of documents,
letters, packages, parcels and pallets; providing online
information in the field of the transport, packaging and
storage of goods “

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademark or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for DHL International GmbH
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 16" September, 2013
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Dredging tests begin on Ayeyarwady River

SHWEGU THITSAR
khaingsabainyeindgmail.com

DREDGING equipment im-
ported from China is being
tested at two points on the
lower reaches of Ayeyarwady
River with assistance from
Chinese engineers, the govern-
ment says.

Workers started using 19
watercraft to dredge sand from
Yangon Region’s Kathwe Kway
sandbank and Ayeyarwady Re-
gion’s Nyaungdon Set Kaw on
September 11, according to U

Thaung Lwin, director of the
Department of Water Resourc-
es and Improvement of River
Systems.

The 19 watercraft were
purchased from the China Na-
tional Aero-Technology Import
& Export Corporation (CATIC)
for US$24 million under a De-
cember 2009 memorandum
of understanding. They were
built between December 2011
and June of this year, and ar-
rived in Myanmar between the
end of July and the start of
August.

“By conducting this test
dredging we can find out the
capacity of these watercraft
while the sandbanks are being
cleared,” U Thaung Lwin told
The Myanmar Times.

“At the same time, the staff
who have been training to use
the dredgers can gain practical
experience while the Chinese
engineers are here. They can
learn the weaknesses of these
watercraft now.”

After testing is complete,
he said, five of the 19 water-
craft will be kept in Yangon

Region, while the rest will
be sent to other areas of the
river, including Sagaing, Mo-
nywa, Mandalay, Magwe and
Pyay.

Mandalay and Magwe are
particularly in need of dredg-
ing but U Thaung Lwin said he
is unsure when work will start
there.

“We have to plan which
craft will be suitable for which
area [of the river] based on the
results of the current test run,”
he said. — Translated by Thiri
Min Htun
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The house in Katha where British writer
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George Orwell is thought to have lived in the 1920s. Photo: AFP

Fight begins to save George
Orwell’s Burmese inspiration

COBWEBS cover its furniture
and its rooms are long deserted
but a crumbling house in Ka-
tha township is at the centre of
a conservation battle by locals
who say it was once home to
George Orwell.

The remote trading post on
the banks of the Ayeyarwady
in Sagaing Region - and the
house lived in by Orwell in the
1920s - were immortalised in
the acclaimed British author’s
first novel, Burmese Days.

Decades later, as the coun-
try emerges from nearly half a
century of harsh military rule,
a group of artists has launched
a campaign to protect the leg-
acy of one of literature’s most
scathing critics of dictatorship.

“I am trying to do what I
can to restore all the buildings
in the book and to attract atten-
tion to the country and to the
town,” said artist and Orwell
fan U Nyo Ko Naing.

The two-storey house stands
abandoned in an overgrown
tropical garden in the remote
town which lies about 250
kilometres (155 miles) north of
Mandalay.

The campaigners want the
home and nearby European
country club turned into a mu-
seum, in a country where many
colonial-era  buildings have
already fallen victim to the
wrecking ball as investors flock
to what they hope will be the
region’s next hottest economy.

Ayoung Orwell, then known
as Eric Blair, arrived in Burma,
as the country was then known,

in 1922 and stayed for five
years, working as a policeman.

In the novel, Katha is called
Kyauktada, but everything else
is the same.

“The tennis court, British
Club, jail, the police station and
the military cemetery are in
the book and really exist in the
town,” said U Nyo Ko Naing.

The wooden and brick
house has been empty for 16
years.

Some old pot plants have
withered and died and the
upstairs balconies are too un-
stable to stand on. The empty
rooms echo with U Nyo Ko
Naing’s footsteps, which leave
prints in the dust that has built
up over the years.

“Orwell took many raw ma-
terials for his book Burmese
Days from here,” Nyo Ko Naing
said. “I think this house and
all the other places in Orwell’s
book should be turned into a
museum.”

Burmese Days is a scathing
critique of British colonial rule,
with the European characters’
constant drinking and poor
treatment of the Burmese lo-
cals a running theme.

The Myanmar characters
also come in for harsh criti-
cism, with the magistrate por-
trayed as scheming, obese and
corrupt.

Myanmar is now opening
up and over the past couple of
years more and more tourists
have come to Katha, on the trail
of Orwell.

“The country is open now.

It is no longer isolated,” said U
Khin Maung Lwin, the head-
master of the local school. “I
will teach my students so that
they know more about George
Orwell”

Although long thought
to be Orwell’s home, there is
some doubt whether a police-
man would have lived in such
a grand house.

Across the road from the
house lies the tennis court, and
beyond that the European club.

In Burmese Days, the club
is described as “the real centre
of the town ... the spiritual cita-
del, the real seat of the British
power”.

Today it is the offices for a
local business cooperative, and
the bar where the Europeans
would have spent most of their
time has closed.

The local Anglican church,
the setting for the climax of the
book, still stands and is in use.
The local priest points where
the book’s protagonist, John
Flory, would have sat.

“People come here from
Germany, Sweden, America,”
Reverend Daniel Say Htan said.
“They come here to see the real
places in the novel.”

Orwell’s time in Burma
helped shape his future career
- he became one of the 20"
century’s most important writ-
ers, with novels such as Animal
Farm and 1984 providing some
of literature’s most biting criti-
cism of authoritarianism.

But those who met him
when he was in Burma would

not have guessed at those
feelings.

“The few accounts of people
who met him whilst he was in
Burma suggest he was a per-
fectly conventional policeman,”
said DJ Taylor, who wrote the
award-winning biography, Or-
well: The Life.

“He actually went out to the
East with standard beliefs. Half
of him believed in the rights of
the Burmese and the other half
didn’t as he was often so sick of
them,” he said.

But his time serving in the
British Raj did begin a slow
change in perspective.

“Burma provided the raw
material for plenty of thoughts
later,” Taylor said. “It is a cru-
cial early step in his political
development”

The work of Orwell, who
died in 1950, still resonates with
readers today. When the recent
National Security Agency scan-
dal broke after revelations by
fugitive former US intelligence
contractor Edward Snowden,
sales of his novels raced up the
bestseller charts.

Artist Nyo Ko Naing has
read the book five times, in
both English and Burmese, and
says he will carry on doing all
he can to preserve the places
that form the basis for Orwell’s
long road to greatness.

“We are trying collectively
to maintain and restore every-
thing related to George Orwell,
Burmese Days and Katha town
as we regard it as a precious
legacy” - AFP
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Suspended cyber city university
students call for reinstatement

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

ALMOST 180 students from Yadanar-
pon Cyber City’s University of Tech-
nology suspended for not meeting at-
tendance requirements have called on
school authorities to let them return
to class.

The Pyin Oo Lwin township school
suspended 178 of its approximately
2000 students for one academic year
earlier this month because they failed
to attend at least 75 percent of classes.

The suspension is a double blow
for the students, as not only will they
have to sit out the 2013-14 academic
year, which begins in December, they
will also not be able to take their ex-
ams later this month.

But the students have asked the
school to review the suspension on
compassion grounds.

“We want the suspension to be
revised. There are many outstanding
students among them so it will be a
great loss if they are suspended for
one year,” said second-year Informa-
tion and Communication Technology
student Khun Naing Pyae Tun, who is
among those suspended.

“And parents spend a great deal of
money to support their children so we

think the officials should think about
it one more time,” he said.

Second-year student Ko Lin Htet
Win, who was also suspended, said
some students had asked to see
their attendance record but were not
allowed.

“Class attendance records can be
looked at with a recommendation
from the head of the [university] de-
partment. So we went together with
the official to the student affairs office
but the staff said our class attendance
was 60pc and refused to show us the
documents,” he said. “Students do not
even have the right to look their own
attendance record. It shows there is
no transparency at this school.”

The students have already got
about 350 signatures for a petition
that they plan to file to the parliamen-
tary education committee.

“Other students want to sign it
but are afraid,” said one second-year
student.

Ko Khun Naing Pyae Tun, chair-
man of Yadanarpon Cyber City’s stu-
dent union, said there was confusion
over whether the suspensions were
related to a new attendance system
introduced this year.

“In previous academic years, at-
tendance was checked through one

-

Suspended students from the University of Technology in Pyin Oo Lwin
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township speak at a press conference last week. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

roll-call for the day but this year a
roll-call was done for each subject. We
would like to know whether the new
rule was ordered by the Ministry of
Education or the university,” he said.

The Myanmar Times was unable
to reach the university’s headmaster
U Aung Win for comment. But he
told local television recently that the
school had given students adequate
warning that the 75pc attendance rule
would be enforced.

“Since the beginning of this aca-
demic year we put warnings on the
noticeboard that students have to at-
tend 75pc of classes or they will not
be allowed to sit their exams. The
registrar already explained the rule to
students and their parents when they
enrolled,” he said.

University of Technology at Yadan-
arpon Cyber City in Mandalay’s Pyin
Oo Lwin township opened in 2011.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Restaurant
association
wins Games
food tender

ATHLETES competing in the 27®
Southeast Asia Games in Nay Pyi Taw
will be served the finest food Myan-
mar has to offer. U Khin Aung Htun,
vice chairman of the Myanmar Res-
taurant Association, made the pledge
at a press conference called to an-
nounce MRA’s selection as the caterer
for the December event.

Vegetables from Shan State and
halal meat from Yangon will be used
in the traditional Myanmar snacks to
be offered to the 3500 athletes who
will take part in the games.

A press conference at Yangon’s at
Sein Lan So Pyay Garden heard on
September 7 that the ministries of
sport and hotels and tourism had de-
cided to award the tender for catering
and housekeeping services to MRA.

“About 600 MRA staff will be on
hand to serve the athletes,” associa-
tion vice chairman U Nay Lin told The
Myanmar Times.

“At the last SEA Games, in Indo-
nesia, traditional snacks were served,
and we will do the same.”

The food will rival that of a four-
star hotel, he said. “The MRA is glad
and proud to have been selected ...
We are looking forward to a great
experience.” — Ei Ei Thu

Tour guide
association
sets day rate

WA LONE
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm

THE Myanmar Tourist Guide Associa-
tion has set a standard fee for guides
of US$35 a day, with effect from Oc-
tober 1.

Association communications of-
ficer U Tun Myat said all travel agen-
cies would be required to follow the
order but did not explain how it could
be enforced.

“We have just set an industry
standard based on what is happening
at the moment in our country,” he said.

Asked why a rate needed to be set,
U Tun Myat responded, “There’s no
reason to ask that question. We did
what should be done”

He said travel agencies should fol-
low the rate because it is reasonable
and “it shows that [agencies] respect
the association and have dignity and
ethics”

He said the association will try to
resolve any disputes that arise over the
rate. But any contracts already made
for less than $35 a day must be rene-
gotiated, he said.

Tour guide U Myo Thant said this
rate could create problems for some
travel companies as they have already
agreed a price for the package with
clients.

A spokesperson for the Union of
Myanmar Travel Association said the
fixed rate was higher than the current
market price. English-speaking guides
currently get $20 to $25 a day, he said,
while guides fluent in other languages
can get $30 to $35.

“We will not pay that much for a
guide if they don’t have the right experi-
ence and skills,” the spokesperson said.
“I think it’s better for guides and travel
companies to work it out themselves,
unless there is actually a problem.”

But Daw Sabei Aung, managing
director of the Nature Dream agency,
said she thought the rate was “fair”.

“It will not be harmful for agen-
cies,” she said. “It’s actually pretty
much the standard fee for tour guides
already”
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Ease industrial approvals to
hasten employment growth

AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com
JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

PROMINENT entrepreneur U
Serge Pun has called for stream-
lined procedures for industries
planning to set up shop in My-
anmar, claiming a simplified ap-
provals process would assist in
attracting factories to provide
much-needed employment.

U Serge Pun pointed to China
where he said the barriers to es-
tablishing a factory were lower,
with no need to see a multitude of
high-ranking government officials
before investing.

“The rules are so transparent,
so clear, that if you invest in [a
specific] sector you know you can
do this, you can do that, you can-
not do that,” he told the Myanmar
Global Investment Forum in Nay
Pyi Taw last week.

He said a similar approach
could work in Myanmar.

Coca-Cola’s entry to Myanmar
came with plenty of PR and hype,
and it was good for the country,
said U Serge Pun. “But we can-
not thrive on one Coca-Cola that
employs a few thousand people.

‘We need millions
of people to be
employed, which
means we need
10,000 or 20,000
factories.

U Serge Pun
Leading entrepreneur

President U Thein Sein enters the My.
Taw last week. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

We need millions of people to be
employed, which means we need
10,000 or 20,000 factories,” he
said, while adding foreign inves-
tors had to visit the chairman of
the Myanmar Investment Commis-
sion (MIC) first.

U Aung Naing Oo, director
general of the Directorate of In-
vestment and Company Admin-
istration (DICA) and MIC board
member, downplayed the need for
investors to visit the MIC, claim-
ing it is “especially investors with
huge capital who are required to
meet the chairman”

However, he said, the MIC met

anmar Global Investment Forum with other government officials in Nay Pyi

with a large number of foreign
visitors daily following the imple-
mentation of the Foreign Invest-
ment Law in November 2012.

“Before, we received foreign
investment guests only once a
month. Now we see seven or eight
international delegates every day
in our MIC office,” he said.

MIC chairman and minister of
finance U Win Shein told the My-
anmar Times on the event side-
lines that there was still work to
be done to improve the investment
climate for foreign businesses.

McKinsey senior partner Doan
Nguyen Hansen said that clear

strategies in areas such as skills
training and infrastructure will as-
sist with long-term development.

“Industries cannot run with
only four hours of electricity a
day,” she said during a conference
discussion.

Experts pointed to a surge in
FDI following the passing of the
new Foreign Investment Law in
November 2012. FDI has reached
$1.8 billion in 2013 to the end of
August, with some 50 percent in
the manufacturing sector, with
inflows set to dwarf the $1.4 bil-
lion received during the entirety
of last year.

BRIEFS

Foreign company change considered
Myanmar is considering two options as it
redefines what constitutes a foreign company
in its planned Companies Act, according to

U Aung Naing Oo, director general of the
Directorate of Investment and Company
Administration.

The first option is that a company must be
majority-owned by foreigners to be consid-
ered a foreign company, while the second
option is to remove the distinction between
foreign and local companies, but require each
locally registered firm to have a Myanmar
citizen sit on its board, he said.

Currently a single foreign shareholder
means a local company’s status changes to a
foreign company.

U Aung Naing Oo said last week the
revised Act would likely not come into play
until December 2014, adding it is better to do
it correctly than to rush. - Jeremy Mullins

Draft construction code released

The Ministry of Construction has released a
draft version of the National Building Code,
though it is not expected to be implemented
until 2015, said a spokesperson with the
Myanmar Engineering Society (MES), which
consulted on the draft.

The code aims to provide a pan-Myanmar
standard for building construction, in keeping
with practices in neighbouring countries, said
former MES President U Than Myint, who
assisted with the draft.

“One we have a national code, the quality
of construction will improve nationwide,” he
said. “A lot of current construction is at a high
quality, but it is not systemic.”

- Myat Nyein Aye

Peanut oil now worth peanuts

Peanut oil prices have declined some 18 per-
cent this year as consumers increasingly turn
to cheaper palm oil and peanut prices face a
bumper crop, said traders.

A kilogram fetched some K3500 wholesale
in September, from K4300 in the same month
last year, said Summit Peanut Oil trader U
Saw Hla Myint.

Ngwe Thazin Min peanut oil company
owner U Aung Shwe said the market is in ill
health compared with last year.

“People are beginning to talk about palm
oil all the time, not peanut oil,” he said.

He added one downside is although
peanut and sesame oils are domestically
produced, palm oil is generally imported.

- Myat Nyein Aye
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Exchange Rates (September 13 close)

Currency Buying Selling
Euro K1275 K1285
Malaysia Ringitt K290 K295
Singapore Dollar K760 K765
Thai Baht K30 K30.25
US Dollar K970 K973

Arbitration on tap for
Myanmar Brewery owner

A man pouring a Myanmar beer last week. The tw:

its shares. Photo: Zarni Phyo

jeremymullins7@gmail.com

THE Myanmar Brewery owner-
ship dispute has further escalat-
ed after Singaporean company
Fraser and Neave said it received
a Notice of Arbitration from its
local partner last week.

Military-owned partner Un-
ion of Myanma Economic Hold-
ings Limited (UMEHL) is seek-
ing to force the foreign firm to
sell its majority stake to UMEHL
over an alleged breach of con-
tract regarding a share sale.

The dispute stems from an al-
leged violation of a right of first

refusal for partners to purchase
each others’ shares in the ven-
ture before offering them to a
third party, a condition that 45
percent owner UMEHL claims
Fraser and Neave breached, ac-
cording to media reports.

Fraser and Neave was for-
merly a partner of Dutch firm
Heineken in Southeast Asia
breweries until last year, and
also had a longstanding partner-
ship with UMEHL in Myanmar.
In 2012 control of Fraser and
Neave was bought for US$2.2
billion by Billionaire Charoen
Sirivadhanabhakdi’s ThaiBev
company.

Fraser and Neave subsequent-
ly sold its other beer production
investments to Heineken, but
the Dutch firm did not take on
the Myanmar stake and the now
Thai-majority owned Fraser and

Neave retained its 55pc share in
Myanmar Brewery.

As they seek to force Fraser
and Neave to sell its stake, UME-
HL claims the sale of Fraser and
Neave to ThaiBev violated the
Myanmar Brewery joint venture
agreement, media reports said.

Although Fraser and Neave
officials declined to confirm
where the pending arbitration
would take place, a source with
knowledge of the situation said
it should be held in Myanmar us-
ing Myanmar arbitration.

Edwin Vanderbruggen, a
partner with Myanmar law firm
VDB Loi which is not connected
to the dispute, said it is com-
mon for Myanmar parties to a
contract to insist any arbitration
should take place in Myanmar.

In theory this makes the en-
forcement of an arbitration award

within Myanmar easier, he said.

“In most deals that I see with
a Myanmar party, such party
would bring up their preferenc-
es for arbitration in Myanmar,”
he said, adding foreigners are
wary of this and prefer an inter-
national arbitration set of rules
and foreign venue.

While in theory arbitration
could be quicker than litigation,
such proceedings often turn out
to be “long, protracted, exhaust-
ing battles that hurt both par-
ties involved with huge legal
costs, loss of focus and reputa-
tional damage,” said Mr Vander-
bruggen.

He added most arbitration
cases result in some kind of a
settlement.

Both Fraser and Neave and
UMEHL officials declined to
comment on the dispute.

High rates

slow down
growth

AYE THIDAR KYAW
ayethidarkyaw(@gmail.com

DOMESTIC interest rates are out of step with re-
gional neighbours, and lending rates need to be
reduced to unlock domestic economic potential,
according to economists.

With lending rates from commercial banks
sitting as high as 13 percent for a loan with col-
lateral, rates are often too high for domestic
enterprises to stomach, said economist U Aung
Htun Thet.

It also is much higher than the rates of 8pc
commercial banks pay its depositors, he added.

“At the moment, money is dead as it can’t
flow easily to support businesses like manu-
facturing. People just keep their money in the
bank, or invest in real estate,” he said, calling for
the government to increase liquidity and create
business opportunities for investors.

Central Bank deputy chair U Set Aung said
the bank is considering options to bring interest
rates into line with those of neighbouring coun-
tries, but did not say when this might happen.

Pyithu Hluttaw representative U Win Myint,
secretary of the Hluttaw’s Bank and Finance De-
velopment Committee, has said the committee
does not want to lower both savings and lending
rates. He said that while the 8pc rate for savings
is appropriate, 13pc was too high for the lend-
ing rate. The 62pc gap between the two rates
contrasts sharply with a 20pc gap elsewhere in
the region. “Our committee has told the Central
Bank that the margin between these two rates is
too high,” he said.

Private banks defend high lending rates by
citing the need to survive before new banking
products become more widely popular in Myan-
mar, and the residual fears caused by the 2003
banking crisis, he said.

A balance must be struck between compet-
ing interests: the banks’ desire for profits, com-
panies’ thirst for new cash to fuel expansion,
and savers’ demand for high returns on their de-
posits, he added. “We should compare our rates
with those of regional countries, and not with
those of Japan or the US,” he said.

Matt Davies, IMF deputy division chief for
Asia and Pacific, cautioned against pushing
for lowered interest rates before assessing the
impact on the economy.

A senior official of the Central Bank said in-
terest rates had to reflect the political and eco-
nomic situation of the country, and could not
say when changes might be made. The current
inflation rate is about 5pc, compared to a savings
rate of about 8pc.

Freeing up funds need not be just a question
of lowering the lending rate, said the bank of-
ficial. Extending the term of the loan from one
year to two-to-five years and changing the rules
on the valuation of collateral could also help
spur business lending.

MPT to connect with ‘a foreign giant’ as it plans for competition

AUNG SHIN
koshumgthal@gmail.com
JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

MYANMA Posts and Telecommunica-
tions (MPT) is in talks with interna-
tional telcos including France Telecom
to help it expand as future competitors
Ooredoo and Telenor move closer to
launching services in Myanmar.

Managing director U Aung Maw
said MPT would become a corporation
separate from the ministry.

“We are now discussing a joint ven-
ture agreement with a foreign giant,”
he told The Myanmar Times on the

sidelines of the Myanmar Connect 2013
conference in Nay Pyi Taw last week.

U Aung Maw said MPT had held
discussions with firms from France,
Singapore, Japan, and other Western
countries, though he declined to name
the companies.

A bidding process selected Telenor
and Ooredoo as the winners for two
mobile licences earlier this year, with
a consortium of France Telecom and a
Japanese firm finishing third. Domestic
entities MPT and Yatanarpon Teleport
(YTP) also possess licences, while MPT
has the sole existing mobile infrastruc-
ture and customer base in Myanmar.

France Telecom senior vice president

Dominique Espinasse said that France
Telecom - which operates the Orange
mobile brand - is in contact with the
government over a partnership in MPT.

“MPT is a key asset for [Myanmar].
So we think it’s very important for the
government to focus on the role of
MPT;” he said.

Although there is no timeline for
signing a deal, Mr Espinasse said it was
“urgent” that MPT should conclude a
partnership soon, as Telenor and Oore-
doo move closer to launching.

France Telecom’s executive vice
president Alexandre Pébereau last
week announced an agreement with
MPT to eventually allow its subscribers

international roaming.

U Aung Maw said MPT welcomed
the potential for a foreign partner as
it would assist with the challenges of
expanding. “Right now MPT has a mo-
nopolistic right, but in the future it will
not enjoy that right,” he said.

He added that capital investment
and industry best practices from a part-
ner would assist the industry.

YTP also expects to find a partner to
assist it with a planned mobile rollout,
said CEO U Tin Win. He said the firm
was looking at the possibility of a joint
venture, merger, acquisition or strategic
alliance with an foreign telecoms firm.

The Union Parliament approved

a new telecommunications law last
month, and as of press time it was
awaiting final approval from President
U Thein Sein. Following the legislation’s
approval, Telenor and Ooredoo will re-
view the terms of the licences before ac-
cepting them, and would be expected to
put up a performance bond.

Both Telenor and Oordeoo aim to
launch services by next year, as their re-
spective Myanmar heads Petter Furberg
and Ross Cormack met for the first time
in Nay Pyi Taw last week. Following up
Mr Cormack’s presentation, Mr Furb-
erg said jokingly, “I will promise pretty
much the same [as Ooredoo], but I will
do it better”



2/ Business

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 16 - 22, 2013

Indian foreign
trade bank
opens In Yangon

ayethidarkyaw(@gmail.com

STATE-OWNED Export Im-
port (EXIM) Bank of India set
up shop in Yangon last week,
though it has already pledged
to finance investments of some
US$247 million in Myanmar,
company officials said.

The bank’s launch is the lat-
est in a series of measures aimed
at strengthening ties between
the two nations, said Indian am-
bassador Gautum Mukhopad-
haya. “India is very interested in
developing potential opportuni-
ties in Myanmar;” he said.

EXIM bank provides credit
for India’s exporters, and also
plans to support several Indian
investment activities within My-
anmar. Some 95 percent of In-

dia’s imports from Myanmar are
vegetables and forestry products,
while pharmaceutical goods,
iron, steel, and machinery are
the most common products im-
ported by Myanmar from India.

Bilateral trade stood at $1.8
billion last year, and the aim is
$3 billion by 2015, said Yangon
region chief minister U Myint
Swe. “It’s an achievable target as
Myanmar takes promising steps
towards a market economy, and
opens for investments,” he said
at the launch event last week.

Trade volumes continue on
an upwards trajectory between
neighbours India and Myanmar,
said EXIM Yangon managing di-
rector TCA Ranganathan.

U Myint Swe said Myanmar
could serve as the main link be-
tween India and Southeast Asia
in the years ahead, as a number
of transport projects connecting
the two neighbouring nations
overland and by sea are in the
works.

TRADE MARK CAUTION

The Fine Print
Legal & tax insight

Working with taxation
on upstream oil and gas

SEBASTIAN PAWLITA
sebastiandpwplegal.com
Y1 YI MON
yimon@pwplegal.com

AFTER winning a tender to ex-
plore for, and produce, oil and
gas, a foreign company has to
conclude a production sharing
contract (PSC) with state-owned
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
(MOGE) and obtain an invest-
ment permit from the Myanmar
Investment Commission (MIC).
The foreign company would
traditionally set up a branch in
Myanmar, but wording in the
new Foreign Investment Law
suggests that it now has to set up
a subsidiary. If it is an on-shore
or shallow water project, the
foreign company furthermore
has to enter into a joint venture
(usually through the conclusion
of a joint operating agreement)
with a local partner.

Very simply put, the overall
repatriable profit consists of the
revenue from the sale of the pro-

duced oil and gas minus costs
for exploration and production,
payments made to MOGE and
the Ministry of Energy under the
PSC, the share of the production
kept by MOGE, taxes payable by
the subsidiary and the share of
the profit kept by the local joint
venture partner.

The standard PSCs contain
minimum expenditure commit-
ments on the part of the foreign
investor during the production
period. Furthermore, the for-
eign investor, or its subsidiary,
are required to make various
payments to MOGE, including
signature bonus, data fee, an-
nual contributions used to train
MOGE staff, production bonus,
and funding for research and
development activities.

Additionally, the subsidiary
pays royalties to the Ministry of
Energy at the rate of 12.5 percent
of the extracted oil and gas not
used for the operation of the site,
called “available petroleum”

MOGE Kkeeps between 60

and 90pc of the “profit petro-
leum”. Profit petroleum is what
is left of the extracted oil and gas
after the amounts necessary to
operate the site and to pay the
royalties as well as the amount
required by the investor or the
subsidiary to recover the costs
of exploration and production
(“cost petroleum”) have been
deducted.

The idea behind “cost petro-
leum” is that the foreign oil and
gas company should recoup its
investment - costs of operation
and production - first before the
extracted oil and gas is shared
with MOGE. However, not all
costs are recoverable. Further-
more, the recoverable amount
per quarter is capped at 50-70pc
of the available petroleum in
this quarter. Non-recoverable
amounts may be carried for-
ward.

The physical assets acquired
by the subsidiary for its opera-
tions then become the property
of MOGE in exchange for com-
pensation by “cost petroleum”

of production, it should not be
obliged to pay income tax either
as it should be able to obtain an
exemption from the MIC under
the Foreign Investment Law.
This means that the costs of
exploration and of the first five
years of production, including
payments under the PSC if these
payments are made during this
period, are not tax-deductible
as there is no method to carry
them forward to later years.

The income tax rate is 25pc
which may be halved under the
Foreign Investment Law for
profits deriving from the export
of oil and gas. According to the
standard PSCs, the tax base is
the branch’s share of the profit
petroleum minus business ex-
penses that are not recoverable
as cost petroleum. There is no
income tax on the distribution
of profits to the foreign investor
and its local partner.

Commercial tax and import
duties are of less importance to
the foreign investor as they are
usually borne by MOGE accord-

Bottega Veneta SA. a company incorporate in
Switzerland of Via Industria 19, 6814 Cadempino,
Switzerland, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following Trade Mark:-

BOTTEGA VENETA

Reg.No.IV/ 14211 /2012

inrespect of “Class 18: Bags, handbags, shoulder bags,
operabags, bostonbags, shopping bags, backpacks,
schoolbags, vanity cases (empty), wallets, purses, name
card cases, leather credit card cases, leather passport
cases, beach bags, briefcases, suitcases, travelling bags,
travelling trunks, attaché cases, garment bags, carry on
bags, leather packing pouches, leather boxes, leather
packing sacs, leather furniture coverings, leather straps
and leather belts, umbrellas, walking-sticks, whips,
keyholders”.

Reg.No.IV/ 14212 /2012

in respect of “Class 25: Clothing, (both waterproof
and not), raincoats, overcoats, coats, wind-cheaters,
trousers, shorts, sport shirts, shirts and blouses,
chemises, polo shirts, T-shirts, skirts, business suits,
dress suits, evening dresses, smoking jackets, jackets,
wedding dresses, overalls, children clothes, working
clothes, aprons, jeans pants, jeans jackets, jeans vests,
two pieces dresses, top coats, parkas, jumpers, sweaters,
jerseys, cardigans, pullovers, sweatshirts, body shirts,
underwear, underpants, undershirts, slips, corsets,
combination underwear, pajamas, tights, socks and
stockings, gaiters, garters, stocking suspenders, braces,
neckties, gloves, shawls, scarves, stoles, fur stoles,
ear muffs, foulards, hats and caps, belts; bandana;
waistbands, bathing caps, bathing suits, bathing trunks,
shoes, boots, sandals, clogs and slippers”.

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trade Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate

LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)

For Bottega Veneta SA.

#205/5, Thirimingalar Hous; Strand Rd, Yangon.
Dated. September 16, 2013

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Ajinomoto Co., Inc., a company incorporated in Japan
and having its registered office at 15-1, Kyobashi
1-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan, is the owner and
proprietor of the following Trademark:

For your quality of life
Reg. No. 4/7999/2013 (31* July 2013)

In respect of “Amino acid for medical purposes; Amino
acid preparations; Mineral for medical purposes; Salt
for medical purposes; Saccharide preparations; Dental
materials; Lacteal flour (for babies); Tapes for medical
purposes; Gum for medical purposes; Pharmaceuticals;
Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations; Sanitary
preparations for medical purposes; Dietetic substances
adapted for medical use; Food for babies; Plasters;
Materials for dressings; Material for stopping teeth;
Dental wax; Disinfectants; Preparations for destroying
vermin; Fungicides; Herbicides; Medicines for human
purpose; Medicines for veterinary purposes; Dietetic
foods; Dietetic beverages; Dietetic substances;
Supplementary foods consisting of mainly amino acids
in the forms of granules, liquid, tablet, powder, capsule
and jelly; Health foods consisting of mainly amino acids
in the forms of granules, liquid, tablet, powder, capsule
and jelly; Dietary supplements products consisting
of mainly amino acids in the forms of granules,
liquid, tablet, powder, capsule and jelly; Nutritional
supplement ” in Class S.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable
imitation of the Mark shall be dealt with according to law.

U Than Maung, Advocate

For Ajinomoto Co., Inc.

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

#1508-1509, 15" Floor Sakura Tower, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Dated 16 September 2013 utm @kcyangon.com

During the exploration pe- ing to the standard PSCs.
riod, the branch does not have
to pay income tax as it does
not have any income. Further-

more, during the first five years

Sebastian Pawlita and YiYi Mon
are with Polastri Wint & Partners
Legal & Tax Advisors.

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Nikon Corporation, a company incorporated under
the laws of Japan, and having its principal place of
business at 12-1, Yurakucho 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo, Japan, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following Trademark:-

e )

[ER

Reg. No. 4/5545/2013

in respect of “Class 9: Scientific, nautical, surveying,
photographic, cinematographic, optical, weighing,
measuring, signalling, checking (supervision), life-
saving and teaching apparatus and instruments;
apparatus and instruments for conducting, switching,
transforming, accumulating, regulating or controlling
electricity; apparatus for recording, transmission or
reproduction of sound or images; magnetic data carriers,
recording discs; compact discs, DVDs and other
digital recording media; mechanisms for coin-operated
apparatus; cash registers, calculating machines, data
processing equipment, computers; computer software;
fire-extinguishing, apparatus; cameras; digital cameras;
lenses, binoculars; field, scopes; microscopes; loupes;
riflescopes; laser range finders; eyepieces; batteries
and battery chargers; spectacles; eyeglasses; handheld
terminal devices; mobile phones; cellular phones;
semiconductor manufacturing machines and systems;
liquid crystal manufacturing machines; and systems
parts and accessories for all of the aforesaid goods.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trademark will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division

Tel: 959 4500 59 247-8, 951 375754,

Fax: 951 254321, Email: info@untlaw.com

For Nikon Corporation

Dated: 16 September, 2013.
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Myanmar
should
prep for
US GSP

SU PHYO WIN
suphyo1990dgmail.com

MYANMAR’S exporters ought
to be preparing for the coun-
try’s inclusion into the US
Generalized System of Prefer-
ences (GSP) list in the near
future, said Marideth Sandler,
CEO of Sandler Trade LLC.

The US imported some
US$8 million in goods from
Myanmar in the first half of
2013, of which some $400,000
would potentially be GSP-
eligible, she said at a Union
of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (UMFCCI) seminar
last week.

The GSP program allows
some exports from Least De-
veloped Countries into the
United States duty-free.

Myanmar was one of the
first nations to become eligible
for US GSP benefits in 1976 but
was suspended in 1989. How-
ever, reinstatement is current-
ly being considered, she said.

Daw Khine Khine Nwe,
joint secretary general of UM-
FCCI said Myanmar’s ascen-
sion into the program would
increase trade links with the
world’s largest economy.

“If we want to increase
exports we need to study in
advance [of receiving GSP
benefits] what products they
would like to import and ex-
port,” she said.

L 2 I -
Labourers process rubber at a
Myanmar factory. Photo: Aung Tun Win
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Thai rubber land a

govt subsidy bounce

A NETWORK of Thai rubber farmers said
that it had accepted a government subsidy of-
fer aimed at ending recent mass protests that
erupted into violence last week.

Thailand is the world’s top exporter of
natural rubber and anger among the king-
dom’s rubber farmers over their falling in-
comes posed a growing challenge to Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s two-year-old
government.

Deputy government spokesperson Sunisa
Lertpakawat said the cabinet last Tuesday ap-
proved a budget of 21.25 billion baht (US$660
million) to subsidise rubber farmers.

“[The] decision comes ahead of a mass
rally by rubber farmers which could severely
affect the economy;” Ms Sunisa told a news
conference.

An apparent compromise was struck last
Tuesday after the government agreed to pay
farmers 2520 baht (US$80) per 0.4 acres of
rubber plantation to help with production
costs - double its previous offer.

In a statement, a grouping of rubber farm-
ers in 15 provinces accepted the deal in prin-

ciple and called off their next protest which
had been planned for this weekend.

“I can confirm that there will be no rally
on September 14" said one of the protest
leaders, Karjbandid Ramas.

It was unclear, however, if all of the vari-
ous factions of rubber farmers would accept
the offer to help cope with a plunge in rubber
prices, which have roughly halved since 2011.

In recent weeks angry rubber farmers
have blocked roads, train lines and even the
entrance to an airport in Thailand’s south
where plunging global prices for the com-
modity have hit the local economy hard.

The farmers have accused the govern-
ment of ignoring their plight while spending
billions of dollars on a rice price guarantee
scheme seen as mainly benefiting ruling
party supporters. The government had previ-
ously said another generous price guarantee
scheme was something it could not afford.

The network urged the government to
speed up payments and to send a representa-
tive to southern Thailand to sign a formal
agreement.— AFP

Contracts move
forward for third
‘gigantic’ SEZ

(o SHIN
P

koshumgthaldgmail.com

A THIRD “gigantic engine for
economic development” is
about to start up. Work on the
1000-acre Kyaukpyu Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) in Ra-
khine State will be launched
in a few months, a member of
a committee set up to award
contracts at the zone an-
nounced on September 8 at
Yangon’s Inya Lake Hotel.

“We have three gigantic
engines for economic devel-
opment in Myanmar. They
are the special economic
zones at Dawei, Thilawa and
now Kyaukpyu. Kyaukpyu is
a very strategic location, a
30-metre deep-sea port with
great potential,” said Bid
Evaluation and Awarding
Committee (BEAC) deputy
chair U Maung Maung Thein,
who is also deputy finance
minister.

He said the US$8 billion
new zone will be developed
through opening tenders to
international firms rather
than by the government-to-
government approach used at
the other SEZs.

BEAC has given local and
international companies until

November 19 to submit Expres-
sion of Interest (EOI) letters
for the conduct of a feasibility
study for the SEZ. The winning
bidder will be announced on
November 27.

“Kyaukpyu is strategically
located between India and
China, the two most popu-
lous countries in the world. It
has great potential for future
economic development, and
faces no competition in the
region,” said U Myint Thein,
head of the Kyaukpyu SEZ
Management Committee and
a deputy railways minister.

“We are going to focus on
an environmentally friendly
SEZ, starting with light in-
dustries to employ local peo-
ple,” he added.

The BEAC was formed on
August 17 with a membership
consisting of deputy union
ministers, high-ranking min-
istry officials and other ex-
perts.

The Kyaukpyu SEZ will
be run by a management
committee, while there will
also be an advisory board of
technicians and consultants
and a monitoring committee
comprising residents and en-
vironmentalists, said U Myint
Thein.

A total of $277 million is
needed for investment in the
first phase of Kyaukpyu for
the period 2014-2016, said U
Aung Kyaw Than, joint secre-
tary of the bid committee.

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Keystone Cable (S) Pte Ltd, a company
organized under the laws of Singapore and having its
principal office at 13 Kranji Loop, Singapore 739546,
is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following
Trademarks:-

Liberty
Reg. No. 4/6734/2007

%‘ KEYSTONE KEYSTUNE

4 ]
# KEYSTONE #KEYSTONE
CABLE CABLE

Reg. No. 4/7829/2008

in respect of “Cables for electrical transmission;
cables for electronic transmission; cables for optical
signal transmission, cables for signal transmission
systems; cables, electric; wires (telephone); wires for
communication; wires, electric.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said Trademarks will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division

Tel: 959 4500 59 247-8, 951 375754, Fax: 951 254321
Email: info@untlaw.com

For Keystone Cable (S) Pte Ltd

Dated: 16 September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Open Joint Stock Company “Gazprom” (JSC
“GAZPROM”)(in Russian Otkrytoe aktsionernoe
obschestvo “Gazprom”, OAO “GAZPROM”, of
the registered adress ul. Nametkina, 16, Moscow, the
Russian Federation, is the Owner and Sole Proprietor
of the following Trademarks:-

GAZPROM

Myanmar Reg. No. 4/3588/2013

Myanmar Reg. No. 4/3589/2013

in respect of:- “Class 01: Chemicals used in industry,
science and photography, as well as in agriculture,
horticulture and forestry; unprocessed artificial resins,
unprocessed plastics; manures; fire extinguishing
compositions; tempering and soldering preparations;
chemical substances for preserving foodstuffs; tanning
substances; adhesives used in industry; all goods included
in Class 01.

Class 04: Industrial oils and greases; lubricants; dust
absorbing; wetting and binding compositions; fuels
(including motor spirit) and illuminants; candles and
wicks for lighting; gas; shale gas; associated petroleum
gas; liquefied gas, compressed gas; all goods included
in Class 04.

Class 35: Advertising; business management; business
administration; office functions; all services included in
Class 35.

Class 37: Building construction; repair; installation
services; all services included in Class 37.

Class 39: Transport; packaging and storage of goods;
travel arrangement; all services included in Class 39.
Class 40: Treatment of materials; all services included
in Class 40.

Class 42: Scientific and technological services and
research and design relating thereto; industrial analysis
and research services; design and development of
computer hardware and software; analysis for oil-field
and gas-field exploitation; oil-well and gas-well testing;
oil-field and gas-field testing; oil; gas and minerals
prospecting; certification and quality control services
in the field of petroleum products and gas products
and respective equipment, oil drilling and gas drilling
products and respective equipment, purification of
petroleum products and gas products and respective
equipment, oil exploration and gas recovery products and
respective equipment, quality standards development in
the field of oil and gas; all services included in Class 42.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trademarks will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division
Tel: 959 4500 59247-8, 951 375754, Fax: 951 254321
Email: info@untlaw.com
Partnership in practice with
Ms. Saowaluck Lamlert, Attorney at Law
Siam Premier International Law Office Limited
Email: saowaluck @siampremier.co.th
For Open Joint Stock Company ‘“Gazprom”
JSC “GAZPROM”)
(in Russian Otkrytoe aktsionernoe
obschestvo “Gazprom”, OAO “GAZPROM”
Dated: 16 September, 2013.
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Great Job Opportunities at Executive Search !
If you are looking for a good job and challenging
environment, then contact Executive Search!
Executive Search one of the leading employment
agency in Myanmar is looking for the following
vacancies in various industries/Trading/FMCG/
Engineering/Tourism/Accounting/Human
Resources and Administration field.
= Marketing Manager/Sale Manager (FMCG and Others)
= Marketing/Sales Supervisor/Executive

(FMCG and Others)
= Tour Operations Manager/Executive
= Tour Reservation Manager/Executive
= Tour Sales Manager/Executive
= Chief Accountant/Finance Manager (Various Industries)
= Accountant/Assistant Accountant/Cashier

(Various Industries)
= Human Resources Manager/Assistant
= Project Coordinator (Autoc CAD)

= Engineers (BE/MB/MECH-EF/EC/
Civil-AGTI-MECH- EP/EC/Civil)

= Administration Manager

= Administration Officer/Assistant

= Secretary/Receptionist/Office staff
= Business coordinator

= Storekeeper/Driver

Interested persons can submit your CV with complete
documents during office hour from Monday to Friday

All Vacancies are freely open
without dead line and free registration

net.mm

N

ADVERTISING DOES ITS JOB,
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE

KEEP THEIRS

Good advertising doesn't just inform.
It sells.

It helps move product and keep business.
Every time an ad arouses a consumer's
interest enough to result in a purchase,

it keeps a company going strong.
And it helps secure the jobs of the
people who work there.

Advertise now and keep people working.

Tel: 392 676, 392 928

Myanmar Consolidated Media Co., Ltd.

No. 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw Street,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

Email: advertising@myanmartimes.com.mm

SHANGHAI

China free-trade zone spurs
hope for reform revival

BILL SAVADOVE

A PLANNED free-trade zone in
Shanghai is raising hopes that
China’s new leaders will revive
long-stalled economic reforms as
they seek to make their mark.

China has become the world’s
second-largest economy and a
driver of global growth thanks to
a boom unleashed three decades
ago when the Communist Party
loosened state control of business
and began to embrace the market.

But deep reforms slowed over
the past decade under the con-
servative President Hu Jintao, de-
spite pleas from its trade partners,
analysts said.

Some Chinese academics say
the free-trade zone (FTZ) is on par
with the special economic zones
China set up in the 1980s and its
commitment to join the World
Trade Organization in 2001.

However, foreign businesses
are waiting for details to see how
far-reaching the changes - initial-
ly limited to the FTZ - might be.

“It’s a real try to put some of
the reforms into place,” said Ste-
fan Sack, vice president of the Eu-
ropean Union Chamber of Com-
merce in China.

“We have been lobbying for
some of these reforms for a long
time. However, this is not going
to change the structure of the
country.”

The FTZ scheme comes as
hope for political reform dims
and Beijing targets foreign firms
across a range of industries for al-
leged overcharging.

But a draft plan seen by AFP
shows it goes beyond trade lib-
eralisation to include investment
and financial services, and covers

some 19 distinct sectors.

Chinese Premier Li Keqgiang,
who took office in March, has
seized on the FTZ and made him-
self its top political patron, seek-
ing to claim it as an achievement
of his young administration.

“We will explore new ways to
open China to the outside world,
and Shanghai’s pilot free-trade
zone is a case in point,” Li wrote
in the Financial Times last week.

Although the idea for an FTZ
was floated under previous pre-
mier Wen Jiabao, there was a
belief it would be easier to accom-
plish after the once-in-a-decade
power handover within the ruling
party, officials say.

One reason was that with
Shanghai’s Communist Party
chief Yu Zhengsheng due for pro-
motion, officials were waiting for
the city’s new leaders to come in
and oversee the project over the
longer term.

Analysts said China could be
using the zone as a stepping stone
towards an investment treaty
with the United States and even
a relationship with the proposed
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
trading bloc. China was initially
hostile to the US-backed TPP but
has reversed its course, raising
hopes among its trading partners
for reform.

Mr Li, speaking at the World
Economic Forum’s “Summer Da-
vos” meeting, said Beijing had an
“open and inclusive” attitude to-
ward the TPP.

But China is not part of the
TPP negotiations and high de-
mands for entry raise questions
over whether it could join, even if
it was allowed, analysts said.

Chinese academics say re-

Shanghai free trade zone plan
Total area: 29 km
= Consists of four separate areas
= Qverall plan set for approval by
State Council (China’s cabinet)
expected late September
In the planning... und
> Investment and financial . .
services Waigaogiao
> Free currency convertibility Shanghai
Pudong
. Customs
People’s Pudong
Square Airport
SHANGHAI
gangshe:n Donghai
eepwater ;
port (land) Bridge
Hangzhou Bay
Yangshan
deepwater
Py | 20km port (harbour)
Sources: AFP/Shanghai Free Trade Zones/state media AP

forms successfully piloted in the
FTZ - due to be inaugurated this
month - can be applied in other
cities or even nationwide.

Beijing has repeatedly vowed
to make its yuan currency freely
convertible, liberalise interest
rates, simplify approval processes
for businesses and open up more
to foreign investment, among
other steps.

And Mr Li indicated his desire
to nurture change in his speech
at the World Economic Forum,
saying, “China’s modernisation
will not be accomplished without
reform, nor will it be achieved

without opening up.

“Without structural transfor-
mation and upgrading, we will
not be able to achieve sustained
economic growth.”

Letting registered companies
freely trade the yuan currency is
one of the reforms proposed for
the zone. But analysts say the na-
tionwide process will be gradual.

“It’s signalling the new govern-
ment does want to do stuff, does
want to experiment, does want to
move towards the market - those
are all positive,” said Stephen
Green, researcher at Standard
Chartered Bank. — AFP

Abe juggles taxes and stimulus

KEIKO UJIKANE
KYOKO SHIMODOI

JAPAN will prepare a stimulus
package this month to coun-
ter the blow to the world’s
third-biggest economy from a
planned sales tax increase.

“Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
ordered that an economic pack-
age be compiled by the end of
September,” Finance Minister
Taro Aso said last week. “Suf-
ficient stimulus is needed so
that if the tax is increased as
planned, it doesn’t break the
economy.’

Mr Abe will decide October
1 whether to go ahead with
an increase in the levy, which
would help the government

Saudis aim to
ensure stable

deal with the world’s largest
debt burden. Increasing the tax
could push the economy into
contraction, damaging an ef-
fort to end 15 years of deflation
and strengthening resistance to
Mr Abe’s plans to boost growth
by cutting regulations and
opening Japan more to interna-
tional trade.

“Politically, it’s unavoidable
to have an economic package to
cushion the impact of a sales-tax
increase,” said Yuichi Kodama,
chief economist at Meiji Yasuda
Life Insurance Company in To-
kyo. “If public support for Abe’s
Cabinet falls due to a higher
sales tax, it would be difficult
for the administration to push
through the growth strategy”

The government will likely
need a supplementary budget
of about 4 trillion to 5 trillion
yen (US$50 billion) to pay for
the package, Mr Kodama said.

Additional fiscal spending
will put at risk Japan’s effort to
cut its primary budget balance
deficit by the fiscal year starting
in April 2015 to half the level it
was in 2010, said Azusa Kato,
economist at BNP Paribas.

“Having said that, we expect
the government to prepare as
much as 10 trillion yen in such
stimulus, half of which will
be in public works spending,”
Kato said. “We expect corporate
capital spending tax cuts to be
included.”

— Bloomberg

Sr. Title and level

3. Programme Officer (LICA 6)

1. Programme Associate (LICA 4)
2. Operations Assistant (LICA 3)

@ UNOPS

The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in Myanmar is inviting qualified candidates
to apply for the following positions:

Duty Station
Nay Pyi Taw
Yangon
Yangon

4. Field Finance Assistant (LICA 3) Yangon, Magwe, Pyapon

The benefit package for the above positions includes an attractive remuneration, 30 days annual
leave and 10 holidays per year, medical insurance, learning and development opportunities and a
challenging working environment with 200 national and international colleagues.

For details please visit UNOPS website https://gprs.unops.org and click on the post you are
interested in applying for. All applications must be made through UNOPS E-recruitment system.

If you have further queries, please contact 95 1 657 281-7 Ext: 149

Position Deadline

National 16 September 2013
National 18 September 2013
National 25 September 2013
National 25 September 2013

oll prices

SAUDI Arabia will continue to keep
the crude market well-supplied as
prices are affected by geopolitical
events, the country’s oil minister said
last week.

The biggest member of the Or-
ganization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries, is producing this month at
the highest level in 32 years as Libya
struggles to end protests at oil fields
and ports that have reduced exports.
US threats to attack Syria over its use
of chemical weapons pushed Brent
crude to a six-month high of US$117.34
a barrel on August 28.

“Clearly geopolitics, and specula-
tions about geopolitics, are impact-
ing prices,” Saudi Oil Minister Ali Al-
Naimi told a conference in Seoul last
week. “For the record, the oil market’s
fundamentals are good and the mar-
ket is well balanced. Saudi Arabia and
other producers remain willing and
capable of meeting any additional
demands.”

Saudi Arabia produced 10.19 mil-
lion barrels a day of crude in August,
a person with direct knowledge of
the kingdom’s output said last week.
That’s the highest level since Decem-
ber 1980, according to the US Energy
Information Administration.

Protests at oil fields and ports in
Libya have reduced supply from the
country to the lowest since October
2011. Five of Libya’s nine oil export
terminals remained shut as of Sep-
tember 10. — Bloomberg
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HK green spaces squeezed by developers

DENNIS CHONG

AS one of the world’s most densely
populated cities, Hong Kong is search-
ing for more space to house thousands
priced out of its sky-high property mar-
ket, raising fears for its cherished na-
ture reserves.

A government minister’s sugges-
tion this week that developing the city’s
green spaces should no longer be off
limits drew scorn from environmen-
talists, adding to concerns that Hong
Kong’s natural habitats are slowly being
eroded by developers.

But the comments from develop-
ment chief Paul Chan also illustrate the
problem faced by a city whose 7.1 mil-
lion inhabitants are squeezed into only
30 percent of its territory. The remain-
ing 70 percent is made up of woodland,
wetland, barren land and protected
country parks. These parks alone make
up 40 percent of the territory.

“Development of country parks has
been unmentionable, if not a taboo. But
should it be completely untouchable?”
Mr Chan wrote on his blog last week.

Hong Kong’s unpopular Chief Ex-
ecutive Leung Chun-ying has made
adequate affordable homes the central
plank of government policy as he at-
tempts to cool a soaring market driven
by low interest rates and thin supply in
the face of an influx of mainland Chi-
nese immigrants.

Prices have roughly doubled since

High-rise buildings border untouched green space in H

ong Kong. The Asian financial hub, ranked among one of the most

expensive in the world, has been facing an increasing need for affordable housing. Photo: AFP

2009, putting property ownership out
of reach for many. The average price
of a small 400-square-foot (37-square-
metre) apartment is HK$4.92 million
(US$635,000).

The government has also sought to
address a yawning gap between rich
and poor and estimates that nearly

170,000 people are living in subdivided
flats - tiny units partitioned off within
already cramped residential units.

An official advisory body last week
suggested that 470,000 residential units
needed to be built in the next 10 years
to meet demand, with 60 percent to be
earmarked for public housing.

But despite the city’s space con-
straints, the idea of using designated
green areas for potential sites for flats
has triggered a backlash against what
is perceived as an onslaught of develop-
ment and a disregard for heritage.

“If you are giving away one inch, you
will give away one foot later. There will

be serious intrusion [to green areas].
It should not be even thought of;” said
Lam Chiu-ying, a former senior govern-
ment official.

Observers also pointed to recent
controversies that have sparked debate
over how to balance development with
nature and heritage protection.

A law limiting the scope of reclama-
tion was enacted in the 1990s following
years of protests by conservationists
against the shrinking of the renowned
Victoria Harbour, with some voicing
concern that it would eventually resem-
ble “a river” given the pace of develop-
ment. Yet the law has not prevented the
demolition of heritage sites along the
coastline to make way for projects, such
as the Queen’s Pier in 2008.

Victoria Park is the city’s largest
urban park, but it has steadily shrunk.
The latest portion to be sacrificed will
make way for a road.

A plan to convert Hong Kong’s
northern Fanling golf course into pub-
lic housing estates has also drawn con-
cerns that removing such a world-class
facility would compromise the financial
hub’s global appeal.

Hong Kong’s 24 country parks
cover 40 percent of the 1,100-square-
kilometre territory, and were set up in
the colonial era with laws tracing back
to the 1970s. Under the laws, country
parks should be reserved for the pur-
poses of education, recreation and na-
ture protection. — AFP

Australia’s
Packer in
Sri Lanka
jackpot

SRI Lanka approved two investments
worth around a billion dollars in giant
foreign-funded casinos in the capital
Colombo last week, including one in-
volving Australian gambling mogul
James Packer.

Government spokesperson Keheliya
Rambukwella said the cabinet granted
the projects a partial 10-year tax holi-
day and approved the “mixed develop-
ments”, a euphemism for casino hotels.

A Sri Lankan company set up to
build a US$350-million resort with
investments by Mr Packer was given a
prime lake-front property in the capital
three months ago while the second ca-
sino will be built nearby by local firm
John Keells Holdings.

US MILLION

$350

Value of planned Colombo casino resort.

“Both the mixed developments will
receive a 10-year tax holiday for the
hotel part of the operation,” said Mr
Rambukwella. “The gaming part is not
covered by the tax holiday.”

Sri Lanka is banking on high-end
casinos to attract high-rollers and boost
tourist arrivals to 2.5 million by 2016
from the current level of about a mil-
lion tourists a year.

The tourism industry on the Indian
Ocean island, famed for its beaches and
wildlife, has boomed in the last four
years after the end of a decades-long
civil war in which more than 100,000
people died. — AFP
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK

probably will.

striking interior.

negotiable.

Location

Price
Contact

Phone

Chase away the blues

Living in a penthouse positioned on top of a regular dwell-
ing may seem a little strange, but if the excellent location
near Mingalar market doesn’t win you over, the chic interior

Located near the heart of Mingalar Taung Nyunt town-
ship, it has a number of amenities such as markets and a
bus stop just around the corner.

The penthouse has two bedrooms, one double and one
single room. The interior has been entirely redone recently,
with eclectic decorations and a vibrant paint job creating a

The home is not furnished, though it comes with three
air conditioners. Out front is a nice little garden suitable for
relaxation. Since the penthouse is for sale, the price may be

- Ei Thae Thae Naing

: Banyar Dala Road,

Mingalar Taung Nyunt township
: K250 million (to purchase)
: Ko Ye Aung (owner)

: 095018120

PAUL SCHEICHER
paulscheicher(@gmx.at

MYAT NYEIN AYE
myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

THE world’s waterfronts often pro-
vide the most attractive, sought-after
locations for real estate projects. The
cool breezes and pleasant views over
the water attract tourists and locals
alike, driving up costs and leading to
exclusive waterfront developments.

Yet a casual stroll from Yangon’s
historic downtown to the waterfront
along Strand Road does not reveal
the sweeping views of the Yangon
river one might expect, but instead a
functioning commercial port in full
operational swing.

Trucks race down a dedicated
road parallel to Strand Road, load-
ing and unloading shipping contain-
ers onto docked vessels behind view-
impairing fencing and buildings.

Some local residents claim the
loud noises and unpleasant smells
drive them to distraction, though re-
altors say the complaints have only
minimal impact on prices near the
port given the sky-high state of the
Yangon property market.

Lanmadaw township resident U
Aye Chan Win said he wakes almost
every night in his waterfront apart-
ment from the noise of ships docking
and offloading shipping containers
onto the large, smelly trucks.

“It can be unpleasant living next
to the port,” he said.

The polluted state of the river and
its messy shoreline compound the
problem, U Aye Chan Win added.

However, the excess demand cur-
rently straining Yangon’s housing
situation means there is little relief
to be found in rental prices near the

waterfront, said Myanmar Real Es-
tate general secretary Daw Moh Moh
Aung.

“There is very little space all over
Yangon, and rates for housing are in-
creasing everywhere in the city,” she
said.

“Therefore people and investors
really have little say in deciding
where to live.”

Prices in the block nearest the
waterfront are generally a little low-
er than housing in the three blocks
to the north, though not by a large
amount, she said, adding the port
has been operational for so long that
most local residents have come to ac-
cept its sounds and smells.

Tourists, too, point to Yangon’s
waterfront as a missed opportunity.

Phillipa, on vacation from Eng-
land, said she had been impressed
by the city’s historic downtown, but
had not anticipated views of the wa-
ter would be blocked by the Port of
Yangon.

“I was walking to the river and
expected a nice view, and then was
really surprised to have this huge
harbour just a five minute walk from
Sule Pagoda and Yangon’s down-
town,” she said.

“In Vientiane for example you can
get a really nice river view.”

While port officials declined to
comment, the port appears unlikely
to move for the time being, and ex-
perts point to other solutions in the
works.

U Phyo Wai Yar Zar, chairman of
the Myanmar Marketing Commit-
tee and managing director of All
Asia Exclusive Travel Company, said
bridges could be built linking the
downtown core with nearby Dala
township.

A pedestrian strolls by shipping containers near Stran

“Like in Bangkok, bridges would
expand the city and open it to a vast
area for development, including
tourism,” he said.

Although plans have been an-
nounced to build bridges to Dala,
government officials have said they
could be some time away.

U Phyo Wai Yar Zar also raised
the possibility the port could even-
tually transition to accepting cruise
liners, delivering passengers right
to downtown Yangon, while com-
mercial shipping moves to planned

» il

Tel : 01-65 34 10, 09-73257042 , Email : BHT@PEBsteel.com.vn, Marketing@PEBsteel.com.mm

facilities south of Yangon at Thilawa.

Daw Moh Moh Aung said the
port is essential for Yangon’s econ-
omy and unlikely to be moved,
meaning high-end waterfront de-
velopment projects will spring up in
other areas.

She pointed to Thaketa township
as an up-and-coming waterfront en-
clave, with property prices doubling
over the past year to K200,000 a
square foot, thanks in part to foreign

d Road, which block a view of Yangon River. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

interest in the area.

Yet many of the waterfront resi-
dents downplayed concerns over
living near the port. One nearby
resident said that although he is not
fond of the noise and pollution, it
may help keep property prices more
affordable.

He claimed to little notice the
port anymore, adding, “It’s no longer
a distraction, because I've lived here
so long.”

Downtown apartment buildings overlooking the Port of Yangon. Photo: Paul
Scheicher
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ISLAMABAD

Pakistan axes
‘‘mmoral’ cell
phone chat

PAKISTAN has cracked down on “im-
moral” love chat services offered by
mobile phone companies, stifling
hopes of illicit romance in the conserv-
ative Muslim country where dating is
frowned upon.

The Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) said the ban was en-
forced last month due to protests from
parents and lawmakers, but -critics
warn it is the latest attempt at creeping
censorship.

The PTA first pulled the plug on
dirt-cheap chat rates and late-night dis-
counts in November, but operators sim-
ply started offering the services under
different names. So the regulator tight-
ened the ban late last month, ordering
telecommunication companies to scrap
immediately “all kinds of chat services,
irrespective of the time of day”

In a country where parents keep
young people on a tight leash and dat-
ing is considered inappropriate, late-
night chatting over the phone or inter-
net can be a way to find love below the
radar.

In Pakistan girls can be beaten or
even Killed by male relatives if there is
any hint they are having a relationship
and parents like to strictly control the
marriages of their offspring.

‘The cruel world
has once again
conspired against
lovers’

Unnamed Pakistani Male

A 20-year-old university student
who did not want to give his name told
AFP that the ban had hit him hard as
he is now unable to chat with random
girls and find new dates.

“The cruel world has once again
conspired against lovers and made it
difficult for them to communicate,” he
told AFP.

“It was so inexpensive and an easy
way to find a date,” he added.

The 25-year-old manager of a bou-
tique in Islamabad told AFP that he
had found the “love of his life” through
the service.

“I am going to marry her;” he said.

“We chatted, we exchanged num-
bers, we started talking and I was sur-
prised to find out that she lived nearby;”
he said.

There is no public data about how
many people used the romantic chat,

but of the 68.6 percent of the popula-
tion with access to a mobile phone, it
is likely to have been a small number.

Normal call charges are about 2
rupees (US$0.02) a minute and 1.50
rupees for a text message, but chat ser-
vices were offered at an hourly rate for
a fraction of those rates.

A customer would dial a particular
number after which a computer gener-
ated voice or text message guided sub-
scribers through various options.

For example, to chat to a girl you
would press 1, for a boy press 2, then
you select your preferred age group be-
fore being connected to another caller
by SMS conforming to your criteria.

Two of Pakistan’s five mobile phone
companies said they had shut down ro-
mantic chat rooms, but would continue
to offer calling services that stick to
general interests such as hobbies.

Another company said they
had shut down all chat rooms and
two others were not reachable for
comment.

Saeeda Khan, a 45-year-old mother
of three, welcomed the ban.

“I am worried as theyre busy all
night on the phone with their friends
and cousins,” she told AFP.

Ms. Khan said she worried about
“what kind of people” are in the chat
rooms and that children “are exposed
to strangers” “I would never approve
of chatting with unknown people,” she
said.

Mobile phone companies have filed
petitions in the Supreme Court against
the ban, but no date has been set for a
hearing.

Pakistan’s oldest English-language
newspaper Dawn has accused the PTA
of acting as an “unwanted morality bri-
gade”

“The intermingling of young men
and women is not a matter that should
concern the state which has nothing
to gain except opprobrium by acting
as self-appointed guardian of society’s
morals,” Dawn wrote in an editorial
earlier this month.

“It [the PTA] should mind its own
business.”

The PTA defends the move as a re-
sponse to public anger, but the ban has
raised fears about growing censorship
in Pakistan.

The government frequently shuts
down mobile networks to prevent
militant attacks and access to YouTube
has been blocked for a year over a low-
budget American film deemed offen-
sive to Islam.

In November 2011, the PTA also
tried to ban nearly 1,700 “obscene”
words from text messages, which in-
cluded innocuous terms such as “lo-
tion”, “athlete’s foot” and “idiot”, — AFP

BRIEFS

eBay? No, it’s eZay, Myanmar’s new online marketplace
A New website allowing users to buy, sell and trade in either English or Myanmar

launched on September 7.

The website — eZay.com.mm - bills itself as “Myanmar’s Online Marketplace”.

It's run by Yangon’s Axiom Company.

U Sai Kham Tun Ohn, Axiom’s general manager, said the site won't charge fees
and will allow people looking to obtain or unload items or even properties to post
ads for 90 days, though they’ll be able to renew the post afterward if they wish. It
can also be used as a job board, he said, allowing hirers and seekers to connect

with one another.

He also said the site is easy to use, particular for Myanmar speakers.
“This website is good because people can use the Myanmar language. People
don’t need to have computer skills to use this site. People can use it even if they

can barely click,” he said.

He also said the server is local, which will speed up access for those without a
good internet connection. - Aung Kyaw Nyunt

Recording Studios Move to
Digital Mixers

THIHA TOE
thihatoe.tht@gmail.com

With digital and other high-end re-
cording equipment newly available
to local audiophiles, recording stu-
dios and musicians around Yangon
are making the upgrade.

U Ko Sein Linn, owner of Mr.
Rock studio in Kyauk Myaung town-
ship, recalled having to rely on cas-
sette tapes and analogue equipment
only 6 months ago. These decks
were often cobbled together from
used parts, which often had to be

replaced.

Outside of the studio, musicians
are discovering the benefits of the
digital world, both in live shows and
in their homes.

“After we played a song, we can
take the parts we like, remove the
other parts...Digital mixers are
also better for playing live” because
they are smaller and can be set up
quickly, said guitarist Ko David in an
interview with The Myanmar Times.

However, the new demand has
given rise to a black market that as-
piring musicians must be wary of.

“There are too many Kkinds of
counterfeit branded mixers [that]
can be seen in local markets...[They
do not] differ in prices [but] custom-
ers can’t get after-sale services” if the
machine breaks down, said Ko Soe
Htut, director of ‘Sound Tech’ pro
audio and instruments centre.

Ko Soe Htut went on to say that
Analogue mixers are likely not go-
ing away any time soon. Many peo-
ple still use them for karoake and
preaching in the street, and the old
models fare better on the country’s
still-unstable power grid.

Voyager 1 exits the solar syst

Voyager 1
Launched in 1977 along
with Voyager 2, original

mission was to explore
the outer planets
of the solar system
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The Voyager 1 spacecraft has officially left the solar system and
is exploring a cold, dark region in outer space. “Now that we
have new, key data, we believe this is humankind’s historic leap
into interstellar space,” said Ed Stone, Voyager project scientist
based at the California Institute of Technology, Pasadena. The
precise position of Voyager has been fiercely debated in the
past year, because scientists have not known exactly what it
would look like when the spacecraft crossed the boundary of
the solar system - and the device on board that was meant to
detect the change broke long ago. However, US space agency
scientists now agree that Voyager is officially outside the
protective bubble known as the heliosphere that extends at
least 13 billion kilometres past our atmosphere Photo: AFP
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NEW DELHI

India gang rapists sentenced to death

ABHAYA SRIVASTAVA

AN Indian judge on September 13 sen-
tenced to death four men convicted of
the fatal gang rape of a student on a
New Delhi bus last December, fulfilling
the last wish of the 23-year-old victim.

Crowds of onlookers outside the
packed courtroom burst into ap-
plause after Judge Yogesh Khanna an-
nounced his sentence during a short
hearing that began at 02:30pm.

The defendants - low-paid mi-
grants to New Delhi, mostly in their
20s - had tears in their eyes and one
of them, gym assistant Vinay Sharma,
cried loudly as he was led away by po-
lice. “Judge sahib, show some mercy!”
he shouted.

Ending a seven-month trial in
a fast-track court, Mr Khanna said
that the case, which sparked wide-
spread anger against the treatment of
women in India, fell into the “rarest

of rare category” that justified capital
punishment.

“In these times when crimes against
women are on the rise, courts cannot
turn a blind eye to this gruesome act,”
he announced, adding in his written
statement that the “ghastly” crime had
“shocked the collective conscience”

The mother of the victim told re-
porters she was delighted the men
had been ordered to hang after their
convictions on September 10 for mur-
der, gang rape, theft, conspiracy and
“unnatural acts”

“We are happy that in the end we
got justice. My daughter wanted them
to be given the death sentence,” she
told reporters.

There has been a huge clamour
for the four rapists - Sharma, Akshay
Thakur, Pawan Gupta, and Mukesh
Singh - to be executed for their attack
on the physiotherapy student and her
male companion on December 16.

The victim, who cannot be named
for legal reasons, died of grievous in-
ternal injuries on December 29 after
being lured on to the private bus by
the gang following a cinema trip with
her companion.

After beating up the friend, the
gang brutally assaulted her behind
tinted windows for 45 minutes before
flinging the bloodied and barely con-
scious couple onto a road leading to
New Delhi’s international airport.

Her injuries were so severe that she
died nearly a fortnight later in a Sin-
gapore hospital. She had only briefly
regained consciousness, telling family
and friends of her desire to see her at-
tackers burn to death.

Lawyers for the men have already
said they will appeal the convictions
in the Delhi High Court, which will
spell years of argument and delays in
India’s notoriously slow legal system.

- AFP

BRIEFS

New York City
Hurricane-battered New Jersey
pier goes up in flames

A stretch of boardwalk in New Jersey
was destroyed by a massive blaze on
September 12, nearly a year after the
area was devastated by Hurricane
Sandy.

The fire broke out at a frozen custard
shop on the Seaside Park boardwalk at
2:30pm and spread rapidly, engulfing
dozens of businesses and sending
thick black smoke billowing into the
sky. Local television stations reported
that parts of the boardwalk destroyed
by the fire had been rebuilt after being
hit by superstorm Sandy last October.

It was not clear what started the fire,
but strong winds were making it more
difficult for firefighters to bring under
control.

The blaze erupted not far from the
site where a popular amusement park

rollercoaster was ripped up by last
year’s massive storm and deposited
into the ocean, becoming a symbol of
the hurricane’s devastation.

Mexico City
Three more detained in Mexico
mass grave case
Mexican authorities detained three
more suspects on September 12 in
the killing of 13 young people who
were found in @ mass grave after their
kidnapping from a Mexico City bar.
The bodies were unearthed in a
ranch outside the capital in August,
three months after a daylight kidnap-
ping just steps from the city’s main
boulevard in a case that dented the
capital's reputation as a relative
oasis from the nation’s drug-related
violence.
Renato Sales, a federal prosecutor,
said the three suspects were “probable

culprits” in the kidnapping and murder
of the 13 victims. Seven other people
have been detained in the case, includ-
ing two bar owners.

Rome

Pope says old convents should
house refugees

Pope Francis on September 10 called
for disused Catholic convents to be
used to house asylum-seekers instead
of being converted into luxury hotels,
speaking during a visit to a refugee
centre.

The pope spoke to dozens of African
migrants during his visit to the Astalli
Centre and also called for greater re-
spect for diversity.

Catholic convents and monasteries
in Italy that have been abandoned due
to the drop in vocations are often turned
into hotels or restaurants - a lucrative
and controversial practice. - AFP

IN PICTURES

A South Korean man eats a live octop
on September 12. Photo: AFP
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ANNA MALPAS

RUSSIA on September 12
warned of a potential “man-
made catastrophe” if North
Korea restarts an ageing pluto-
nium reactor to boost its stock-
pile of nuclear weapons, after
US experts spotted steam rising
from the Yongbyon facility.

The reactor, which was com-
pleted in 1986, is outdated and
North Korea could suffer a ma-
jor disaster if it is restarted, a
Russian diplomatic source told
the Interfax news agency.

The warning came after re-
searchers at the US-Korea Insti-
tute said on September 11 that
satellite images taken on Au-
gust 31 showed plumes of white
steam rising from a building
next to the reactor.

“Our main concern is linked
to a very likely man-made dis-
aster as a consequence. The re-
actor is in a nightmarish state.
It is a design dating back to the
1950s,” the Russian source said.

“For the Korean peninsula

this could entail terrible con-
sequences, if not a man-made
catastrophe.”

The US envoy to North Ko-
rea meanwhile said the report-
ed restart of the reactor would
be “a misstep on the part of
North Korea”

“If it turns out that these re-
ports are true that North Korea
has restarted the 5-megawatt
plutonium reactor, this would
be a very serious matter,” Glyn
Davies told reporters after
meeting Japanese foreign min-
istry officials in Tokyo.

Such a move would “serious-
ly violate the United Nations
Security Council resolutions”
and North Korea’s commit-
ments under a 2005 joint state-
ment after six-party talks, Mr
Davies said.

The Russian  diplomat
speaking to Interfax said he
did not know for sure whether
North Korea had re-launched
the facility mothballed in 2007.

“It is obvious that some
works are being conducted,

and for a long time at that. Ac-
cording to some signs, steps
were indeed being taken to re-
launch it the diplomat said.
“We do not have any informa-
tion that the reactor has been
re-launched.”

The image examined by re-
searchers at the US-Korea In-
stitute shows that North Korea
“appears to have put the reac-
tor into operation”, researchers
Nick Hansen and Jeffrey Lewis
wrote on the institute’s blog, 38
North.

But the white steam “could
simply be testing of the
generator”, the Russian diplo-
matic source cited by Interfax
cautioned.

The Vienna-based Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
said it was unable to verify
the claim since North Korea
has barred its inspectors since
2009.

“We are aware of the media
report,” said spokeswoman Gill
Tudor. “The agency continues
its monitoring of the DPRK’s

nuclear activities by available
means, such as satellite image-
ry analysis.”

North Korea declared in
April that it would restart all fa-
cilities at Yongbyon to “bolster
the nuclear armed force both in
quality and quantity”.

The pledge came at a period
of high international tension
after North Korea defiantly car-
ried out a third nuclear test in
February and threatened to at-
tack the United States over its
reaction.

Yet Pyongyang has more re-
cently embarked on something

Number of bombs it is believed
North Korea can make with its
current store of plutonium
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Prove it, US tells Assa
on chemical arms vow

JO BIDDLE

PRESIDENT Bashar al-Assad con-
firmed for the first time that Syria
plans to give up its chemical weap-
ons, as the United States urged him
and his Russian allies to quickly
make good on his promise.

But the long-time Syrian leader
cast fresh doubt on September 12 on
how committed he was to a hastily
hatched plan to secure Syria’s poison
gas stocks by demanding that Wash-
ington first drop its threat of military
action against his regime.

“When we see that the United
States truly desires stability in our re-
gion and stops threatening and seek-
ing to invade, as well as stops arms
supplies to terrorists, then we can
believe that we can follow through
with the necessary processes,” Mr As-
sad told Russian television.

“Syria is handing over chemical
weapons under international control
because of Russia. US threats have
not affected the decision.”

Top US and Russian diplomats
and weapons experts launched high-
stakes talks on September 12 to pore
over the details of the Russian plan,
but US Secretary of State John Kerry
warned Mr Assad that “the words of
the Syrian regime in our judgment
are simply not enough”.

Any deal to bring Syria’s chemical
weapons stockpile under interna-
tional control “has to be credible. It
has to be timely and implemented in
a timely fashion,” he said.

In a concrete move toward disar-
mament, Syria on September 12 filed
documents at the United Nations
seeking to join the international con-
vention banning chemical weapons.

Damascus said it now considers
itself a full member of the convention.

While UN leader Ban Ki-moon wel-
comed the application, the United Na-
tions would not immediately confirm
it had been accepted.

Diplomats said it was possible
there were missing elements and the
application could be sent back to Mr
Assad.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said he believed the “solu-
tion” to the issue of Syria’s chemical
weapons “makes unnecessary any
strikes on Syria”

‘A strike would
increase violence
and unleash a new
wave of terrorism.

Vladimir Putin
Russian president

Pending the talks, US President
Barack Obama has put on hold plans
for limited military strikes against
the Syrian regime to disable its
chemical weapons capability, but US
officials have repeatedly stressed that
the option remains on the table.

Mr Lavrov, speaking through a
translator, told Mr Kerry, “I hope we
will achieve all the successes.”

But the top US diplomat quipped,
“You want me to take your word for
it? It’s a little early for that”

The two men and their delega-
tions met for about an hour before
Mr Lavrov and Mr Kerry held a
smaller dinner together. US officials

described the talks as “comprehen-
sive” and the atmosphere as “con-
structive”.

Washington alleges that some
1400 people died in a chemical attack
on August 21 and was rallying sup-
port for a military response when the
Russian proposal emerged.

UN inspectors will point the finger
of blame at the Assad regime for the
chemical weapons strike, the London
Times reported on September 13. The
inspectors’ report, due to be pub-
lished on September 16, will include
a wealth of evidence that a chemical
nerve agent was used in the attack,
according to the paper’s sources.

The United States and France,
Washington’s main backer of military
strikes on Syria, have warned they
will not allow the chemical weapons
plan to become a delaying tactic in
Syria’s brutal war.

“All of this should, if everyone is
aware of their responsibilities, allow
for the end of chemical weapons in
Syria and for us to find a political so-
lution, but France is keeping up pres-
sure,” President Francois Hollande
said.

Revealing details of the Russian
proposal, the daily Kommersant said
Moscow had given Washington a four-
step plan for the weapons handover.
Quoting a Russian diplomatic source,
Kommersant said the plan would see
Damascus join the Organisation for
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW), declare the locations of its
chemical arms, allow OPCW inspec-
tors access and finally arrange for de-
struction of the arsenal.

Syria’s opposition has denounced
the plan, warning it will only lead to
more deaths in a conflict that has
already claimed more than 110,000
lives since March 2011. - AFP

reactor

of a charm offensive, agreeing
to reopen a joint industrial
zone with South Korea and to
resume reunions of families
separated by the Korean War.

The Soviet Union played a
key role in helping build the
first nuclear complex at Yong-
byon in the 1950s and 1960s, al-
though North Korea itself built
the plutonium reactor, which
became operational in 1986.

In 2007, North Korea shut
down the Yongbyon reactor un-
der a six-nation aid-for-disarma-
ment deal and publicly knocked
down its cooling tower.

The reactor was the totali-
tarian state’s sole way of pro-
ducing plutonium, which it
used to conduct its first two
nuclear tests in 2006 and 20009.

Pyongyang is currently be-
lieved to have enough plutoni-
um for about six bombs. The
Yongbyon reactor is capable
of producing 6 kilogrammes
(13 pounds) of plutonium a
year - enough for one nuclear
bomb. - AFP

BANGKOK

Thai court acquits man accused

by brother of royal slur

A THAI court on September 13 acquitted a man
held for nearly a year under controversial royal
defamation laws after his own brother accused
him of insulting the king in their home.

The unusual case raised concerns among
rights activists that a suspect could be held for so
long without bail under the lese-majeste rules, on
the basis of one person’s allegations of remarks
made in private.

Bangkok’s Criminal Court dismissed the case
against Yuthapoom Martnok, 36, who was ac-
cused of defaming the king while watching tel-
evision at home in 2009, his lawyer Saovalux
Pongam said.

“The judge said the brother had serious con-
flicts with the defendant, therefore the court
must treat the plaintiff’s testimony cautiously;”
Mr Saovalux said.

The defendant’s wife, Jongkol Khongtin, 36,
said the two brothers had a history of feuding.

“Most of the time they barely talked to each
other because they do not get along,” she said af-
ter the verdict.

Mr Yuthapoom - who denied the charges -
had been held in the Bangkok Remand Prison
since September 2012. Several requests for bail
were denied.

“He should have been granted bail to fight

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Esoniee International
Co., Ltd. of No. 929, Yuan Tsao Road, Yuan Lin Chen,
Chung Hua Shien, Taiwan, R.O.C. is the Owner and

the case. Putting him in jail for 11 months is like
diminishing his rights as a human being,” Ms
Jongkol said, adding that she was now struggling
with debts.

She said she hoped lese-majeste allegations
would be examined more carefully in the future
before a suspect is indicted.

The royal family is a highly sensitive sub-
ject in politically turbulent Thailand, and King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, 85, is revered by many
Thais. He has suffered from a range of ailments
in recent years.

Thai courts have handed down a series of
tough sentences for insulting the monarchy in
recent times, to the dismay of human rights cam-
paigners.

Under the legislation, anyone convicted of in-
sulting the Thai king, queen, heir or regent faces
up to 15 years in prison on each count.

Critics say the lese-magjeste law has been po-
liticised, noting that many of those charged
are linked to the Red Shirt political movement,
which is broadly loyal to ousted premier Thaksin
Shinawatra.

Thailand has been riven by political divisions
since Mr Thaksin was overthrown by royalist
generals in a coup in 2006.

- AFP
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Farmers sue over haze

INDONESIAN farmers in a prov-
ince at the centre of Southeast Asia’s
worst smog outbreak in years have
filed a lawsuit against the president
in response to the haze crisis, activ-
ists said on September 11.
Environmental groups on Sep-
tember 10 filed the class-action law-
suit at the Jakarta High Court on
behalf of farmers from five villages
in Riau Province on Sumatra Island.
They argue President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono has not done
enough to curb activities such as
slash-and-burn land clearance and
logging that lead to climate change,
and that their lives are being deep-
ly affected. In June, raging fires
that were set to clear land in Riau
cloaked the province and neighbour-
ing Malaysia and Singapore in smog,

with the haze hitting the worst levels
in more than a decade.

Riau is at the centre of Indone-
sia’s booming palm oil industry, and
illegal slash-and-burn clearance is
common because it is the quickest
and cheapest method for land to be
converted for use as plantations.

A coalition of green groups filed
the lawsuit, including forest protec-
tion group Jikalahari, which said the
severe haze this year had “deeply af-
fected the communities”

The lawsuit also targets forestry
and environment ministers are ac-
cused in the lawsuit. “The president
and his ministers have done little to
protect communities from the ef-
fects of climate change,” said Riko
Kurniawan, director of Friends of
the Earth in Riau. - AFP

Democracy activist jailed

VIETNAM has sentenced a former
army officer to 15 years in jail for
plotting to overthrow the commu-
nist regime, a court official said on
September 12, in the latest crack-
down on dissent.

Ngo Hao, 65, who served under
the US-backed regime in South Vi-
etnam during the Vietnam War, was
convicted at a trial in Phu Yen Prov-
ince on September 11, the official said.

He was accused of activities seek-
ing a multiparty political system
under the instruction of the Bloc
8406 pro-democracy movement,

which is banned in Vietnam, media
reports said. According to the Viet-
nam News daily, Mr Hao also “wrote
articles and distributed documents
that contained distorted informa-
tion about the regime and defamed
leaders” between 2008 and 2012. He
was arrested in February this year.

At least 47 activists have been
convicted on anti-state charges in
communist Vietnam this year.

In February, a court in Phu Yen
sentenced 22 activists to jail terms
ranging from 10 years to life impris-
onment. - AFP

Philippine leader visits
war-torn southern city

PHILIPPINE President Benigno Aqui-
no on September 13 visited the south-
ern city of Zamboanga where govern-
ment troops are battling followers of a
Muslim rebel leader opposed to peace
talks.

The presidential palace declined to
give details of Mr Aquino’s trip, which
came on the fifth day of an incursion
by up to 180 Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF) guerrillas concentrated
in six coastal areas.

“We will secure him wherever he
wants to go,” military spokesman Lieu-
tenant Colonel Ramon Zagala said,
downplaying potential threats to Mr
Aquino’s safety.

“He has arrived there. He flew to
Zamboanga,” Mr Aquino’s spokeswom-
an, Abigail Valte, said in a statement.

At least 15 people have been killed,
and nearly 200 Zamboanga residents
are being used as human shields by
the gunmen, who have also set parts
of the six coastal districts on fire.

Mr Zagala said government forces
had moved into those areas to prevent
more destruction but would not say
how long he expected the fighting to
last.

Heavily armed troops on Septem-
ber 13 entered a school and a mosque
vacated by MNLF fighters, an AFP
photographer said. The corpses of at
least two suspected rebels were later

A resident is evacuated during a firefight between government forces and
Muslim rebels in Zamboanga in the Philippines on September 12. Photo: AFP

brought out by the troops.

Military spokesman  Brigadier
General Domingo Tutaan said an es-
timated 183 civilians were still being
held hostage as human shields by the
armed followers of MNLF founder
Nur Misuari.

“We envision that there will be a
peaceful result to this with the armed
men laying down their arms and re-
leasing the civilians,” he said.

The crisis began when the MNLF
fighters tried to march on the Zam-
boanga city hall before dawn on

September 7, clashing with govern-
ment forces.

Since then, the rebels have been
pinned down in a few largely Muslim
communities in Zamboanga, setting
fire to houses while firing at troops to
keep them at bay.

There are fears that the fighting
may spread after Muslim gunmen
attacked army positions on nearby
Basilan Island on September 12, Kill-
ing a pro-government militiaman and
wounding four members of the gov-
ernment forces and a civilian. - AFP
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Freed Bird
re-arrested

AN Australian man who was acquitted
of the capital offence of drug traffick-
ing in Malaysia earlier this month was
back in court on September 10 after
authorities re-arrested him in hopes of
appealing the ruling.

Lawyers for Dominic Bird, 33, told
a court that his re-arrest on September
9 was unconstitutional as they mount-
ed a bid for his “unconditional” re-
lease. “This is intolerable. It is against
the very tenants of acquittal,” lawyer
Shafee Abdullah told reporters outside
a court in the Malaysian administra-
tive capital of Putrajaya.

“They have been abusing the sys-
tem. If they hadn’t been abusing the
system, I'm sure Dominic will be in
Perth today.”

Mr Bird, of Western Australia, was
arrested in March last year for alleged
possession of 167 grams (5.9 ounces) of
methamphetamine.

Anyone caught with 50 grams or
more of the drug is considered a traf-
ficker in Muslim-majority Malaysia,
which imposes a mandatory sentence
of death by hanging upon conviction.

After an 18-month legal fight, a
high court freed Mr Bird on Septem-
ber 4, finding him not guilty.

His lawyers had based much of
their case on the assertion that a gov-
ernment chemist had erred when ana-
lysing the substance found on their
client. But Mr Bird was re-arrested on
September 9 just as he was to board a
flight back to Australia.

Prosecutors are seeking to appeal
his acquittal.

In brief comments to reporters, Mr
Bird said he had feared he might not
be allowed to go home. “I was just a
few steps away,” he said.

Since 1960, nearly 450 people have
been put to death under Malaysia’s
tough anti-drug laws. Two Austral-
ians were executed in 1986 for heroin
trafficking. - AFP
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Thai rubber farmers accept
deal with government

A NETWORK of Thai rubber
farmers said on September 10
that it had accepted a govern-
ment subsidy offer aimed at
ending recent mass protests
that erupted into violence ear-
lier this month.

Thailand is the world’s top
exporter of natural rubber, and
anger among the kingdom’s
rubber farmers over their fall-
ing incomes had posed a grow-
ing challenge to Prime Min-
ister Yingluck Shinawatra’s
two-year-old government.

Government spokeswoman
Sunisa Lertpakawat said the
cabinet on September 10 ap-
proved a budget of 21.25 bil-
lion baht (US$660 million) to
subsidise rubber farmers.

“Today’s decision comes
ahead of a mass rally by rub-
ber farmers [this weekend],
which could severely affect

the economy,” Ms Sunisa told
a news conference.

An apparent compromise
was struck after the govern-
ment agreed to pay farmers
2520 baht ($80) per rai (0.4
acres, or 0.16 hectares) of rub-
ber plantation to help with
production costs - double its
previous offer.

In a statement, a group-
ing of rubber farmers in
15 provinces accepted the
deal in principle and called
off their next protest, which
had been planned for the
weekend.

“I can confirm that there
will be no rally on September
14,” said one of the protest
leaders, Karjbandid Ramas.

It was unclear, however, if
all of the various factions of
rubber farmers would accept
the offer to help cope with

a plunge in rubber prices,
which have roughly halved
since 2011.

In recent weeks angry
rubber farmers have blocked
roads, train lines and even the
entrance to an airport in Thai-
land’s south where plunging
global prices for the commod-
ity have hit the local economy
hard.

On September 5, more
than two dozen police offic-
ers were injured and 11 pro-
test leaders were arrested as
a demonstration in one part
of southern Thailand turned
violent.

The farmers have accused
the government of ignoring
their plight while spending
billions of dollars on a rice
price guarantee scheme seen
as mainly benefiting ruling
party supporters. - AFP

Philippines mulls removing
‘Chinese’ blocks at shoal

PHILIPPINE officials are considering remov-

A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman ear-

ing concrete blocks allegedly installed by China
on a disputed shoal in the South China Sea, the
Filipino navy chief said on September 10.

Vice Admiral Jose Luis Alano said no fur-
ther activity had been detected at Scarborough
Shoal since the defence department accused
China earlier this month of laying 75 concrete
blocks on an underwater section of the out-
crop. The territory is claimed by both Manila
and Beijing.

Discussions were under way about how
to address the issue but the final decision on
whether or not to remove the blocks rests with
the Philippine government and not the mili-
tary, he said.

“That’s being discussed as to how to do it,
but I do not like to preempt what the decision
will be,” said Mr Alano, adding that the mili-
tary continued to monitor activity at the shoal.

Filipino officials have warned that the
block-laying could be a prelude to China build-
ing structures on the shoal, which lies just 220
kilometres (135 miles) off the main Philippine
island of Luzon.

lier this month denied that Beijing had laid
concrete blocks on the outcrop, while asserting
it was part of China’s territory.

The shoal is about 650 kilometres from
Hainan Island, the nearest major Chinese
landmass, but China claims most of the South
China Sea, including waters near the coasts of
its neighbours.

Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and Vietnam also
have competing claims to parts of the sea, and
the rivalries have been a source of tension for
decades.

The Philippines engaged China in a tense
standoff at Scarborough Shoal in 2012.

Manila has said the Chinese had effectively
taken control of it by stationing vessels there
and preventing Filipino fishermen from enter-
ing the area.

In January the government asked a United
Nations tribunal to rule on the validity of the
Chinese claims to most of the sea. China has
rejected the move, saying it wants to solve the
dispute through bilateral negotiations with
concerned parties. - AFP

CPP named election
winners in Cambodia

CAMBODIA'S election commit-
tee handed victory in hotly dis-
puted polls to the ruling party
of Prime Minister Hun Sen on
September 8, prompting the
opposition to say it will boycott
parliament and stage further
protests over allegations of
widespread fraud.

The kingdom has been
stuck in a political impasse
since the July election, with the
premier’s Cambodian People’s
Party (CPP) insisting it secured
a legitimate victory despite vo-
ciferous calls from Cambodia
National Rescue Party (CNRP)
leader Sam Rainsy for a probe
into alleged vote rigging.

The CPP took 68 seats to
55 for the opposition CNRP,
according to the country’s Na-
tional Election Committee.

The election authority said
the CPP won 3.2 million votes
to the CNRP’s 2.9 million.

It is the ruling party’s worst
election result since 1998, los-
ing 22 seats since the last polls
five years ago.

Analysts say it delivers a sig-
nificant blow to the CPP and Mr
Hun Sen, who has led the coun-
try for nearly three decades.

A rare mass rally in the capi-
tal on September 7 called for an
independent probe into results,
but the NEC’s announcement
ended the legal avenues open
to the opposition to contest the
poll.

Mr Rainsy, a French-educat-
ed former banker, on Septem-
ber 9 moved quickly to reject
the NEC’s tally, insisting the
loss would not blunt his party’s
efforts to overturn the poll.

“We do not accept results
that do not reflect the real will
of the people. These are the re-
sults of voter fraud,” he said.

The CNRP will not join the
first meeting of parliament and
has no interest in talks with
the CPP without an independ-
ent investigation first, he told

CNRP leader Sam Rainsy visits a market in Phnom Penh on
September 10. Photo: AFP

reporters, adding the party said government spokesman Kh-

planned to hold at least three
days of demonstrations from
September 15.

The CPP hailed the final re-
sults as an end to the political
crisis that has gripped the coun-
try, saying it will convene parlia-
ment with royal assent irrespec-
tive of the CNRP’s next moves.

The CPP claims that under
the constitution it is entitled to
convene parliament because it
has 50 percent of seats.

Chastened party officials of-
fered an apparent olive branch
to the opposition, saying the
government was ready to co-
operate with them in a new
National Assembly and will
address voter discontent over
corruption and nepotism in the
impoverished kingdom.

“We got the message from the
people and will act accordingly;”

ieu Kanharith.

Experts say the NEC’s an-
nouncement does not extin-
guish the nation’s political tur-
moil as the CPP and election
authorities have failed to dispel
fears of poll fraud or appease
a public increasingly unhappy
with rule by narrow interests.

The results are a “big blow
for Hun Sun” and leaves the
CPP “badly shaken”, according
to Cambodian independent
analyst Lao Mong Hay.

“We now have a confronta-
tion between those in power
and the rest of the population.
The people have shown their
displeasure with the rulers ...
and their misuse and abuse of
power for their own interest -
for the interest of their party,
their clans, their families,” he
said. - AFP
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American Islamist killed
In Somalia, witnesses say

A US Islamist fighting in Somalia was
killed on September 12 in a shootout with
al-Qaeda-linked Shebab militants, former
comrades he had fallen out with, witnesses
said.

Alabama-born Omar Hammami - bet-
ter known as al-Amriki or “the American”
- was one of the most prominent foreign-
ers fighting in Somalia, and the US State
Department had offered a US$5 million
bounty for his capture.

“There was a gun battle between Amriki
and his men and other fighters. The reports
are that Amriki is among those Killed,” said
Moalim Alj, a resident in Bardhere, a small
settlement in southern Somalia.

In Washington, US State Department
deputy spokeswoman Marie Harf said,
“We’ve seen the reports that he was Killed
in Somalia. We're working to verify them
right now.”

Witnesses said two other extremists
were also killed in the battle, including one
other foreigner.

Extremist websites, including one pre-
viously close to Mr Hammami, confirmed
his death and said that a Briton known as
Osama al-Britani was also killed.

Other reports, however, suggested he
was Egyptian or Pakistani.

“Amriki and two other fighters, one of
them a foreigner, have been killed near
Bardhere,” said Mohamed Wardhere, an-
other resident.

There was no immediate response from
the Shebab, but they did claim responsibil-
ity for a separate attack that lightly wound-
ed key southern leader Ahmed Madobe, an
Islamist and warlord now commanding the
port of Kismayo.

Somali government spokesman Ridwan
Abdiweli said “several” of Mr Madobe’s
bodyguards had been Kkilled in the attack, a
signal the Shebab remain a powerful force
despite losing a string of key towns to the
17,700-strong African Union force, fighting
alongside government troops.

Witnesses said at least six people were
killed in the attack in Kismayo, but Mr Ma-
dobe later appeared at a press conference
vowing revenge on the Shebab.

Mr Hammami, 29, moved to Somalia in
2006 and began to work for Shebab recruit-
ing young trainees through his English-
language rap songs and videos.

Jerky videos showed him enthusias-
tically promoting the Shebab’s battle to
overthrow the internationally backed
government, but he later fell out with top
Shebab leader Ahmed Abdi Godane, for

Omar Hamami speaks at an Islamist gathering in Somalia on May 11, 2011. Photo: AFP

whom the United States has offered $7
million.

Mr Hammami, who referred to himself
as the “former poster boy” of the group, ac-
cused Mr Godane of betraying the former
presumed chief of al-Qaeda in east Africa,
Fazul Abdullah Muhammad, leading to his
killing in 2011 in Somalia.

Mr Fazul is thought to have planned the
1998 truck bombings of the US embassies
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, and had a $5
million bounty on his head.

MILLION

US bounty for the capture of Omar
Hammami

In turn, the Shebab accused him of
“spreading discord and disunity” and in-
dulging in a “narcissistic pursuit of fame”

Mr Hammami had previously warned
of assassination attempts against him and

posted forlorn photographs on his Twitter
account posing with automatic rifles, his
lank hair held back by a checked headscarf.

The death of Mr Hammami makes him
the latest extremist to be Kkilled by infight-
ing within the group and is expected to bol-
ster Mr Godane’s control.

Abdi Aynte, head of the Somali think-
tank the Heritage Institute for Policy Stud-
ies, said that, if confirmed, Mr Hammami’s
death would mean the “anti-Godane alli-
ance is almost neutralised”.

In June, Mr Godane’s men Killed two co-
founders of the group, one with a $5 mil-
lion US bounty, Ibrahim Haji Jama Mead,
better known by his nickname al-Afghani,
or “the Afghan”

Veteran Islamist leader Hassan Dahir
Aweys, allied to the Shebab since 2010, also
fled Mr Godane’s purge after criticising his
rule and has since been placed under arrest
in the capital Mogadishu.

Inside the Shebab, some are more at-
tracted by a nationalist agenda to oust
foreign forces from Somalia, while others -
including Mr Godane - are seen as having
more global jihadist ambitions.

Despite its divisions, analysts say it re-
mains a dangerous and powerful force.

UN Monitoring Group reports in July
estimated the Shebab are still some 5000
strong and remain the “principal threat to
peace and security [in] Somalia” - AFP

The Sindex: Which country is the drunkest

of them all? The laziest? The fattest?

Sloth: The Dutch work the
fewest hours each year (1381
per worker on average), while
Mexicans work the most (2226),
among OECD countries. The
French spend the most time
eating and sleeping - snoozing
for more than an hour longer
each night than South Koreans,
who get the least sleep.

Vanity: The United States is
getting more nips, tucks and
Botox injections than any oth-
er country, with a whopping 3.1
million procedures performed
in 2011 alone, accounting for
21 percent of the world’s total.
When it comes to rhinoplasty,
China is ahead of Japan by a
nose - more than 5000 noses,
actually - with 51,680 proce-
dures, or nearly 1lpc of the
worldwide total.

Alcohol: South Koreans drink

the most hard liquor (approxi-
mately 24 litres per capita an-
nually); the Cook Islands quaff
the most beer (182 litres per
capita); and France, no sur-
prise, imbibes the most wine
(55 litres per capita).

Sex: Americans buy some
US$430 million worth of
condoms yearly, but the US
market for vibrators is more
than twice that, at $1 billion.
The biggest US retailer of sex
toys reports that per capita
sales are highest in some of
the least populous states -
Wyoming, Alaska and North
Dakota.

Gambling: Australia and Sin-
gapore annually lose the most
money gambling per capita
by far - $1288 and $1174, re-
spectively - double the nearest
competitors.

Drugs: Italians, New Zea-
landers, Americans and Ni-
gerians are most likely to
use marijuana, with 14pc or
more of adults lighting up. El
Salvador leads in meth, with
3.3pc getting high on am-
phetamine-type stimulants.
Scotland had the world’s
highest rate of cocaine use
in 2011, with 2.4pc using the
drug.

Gluttony: A body mass index
of 30 or above is considered
obese; by that measure Ameri-
can Samoa has the planet’s fat-
test population, with almost
three-quarters of adults ex-
tremely overweight. Yet Aus-
trians consume the most calo-
ries (3800 per day). In fact,
nine of the top 10 countries
with the highest caloric intake
are European - the United
States is No 2.

Luxuries: The Japanese, it
seems, just want to have fun.
The country spends more dis-
posable income on recreation
- a total of $339 billion annu-
ally - than everywhere except
the United States. In contrast,
China out-saves the rest of the
world, socking away more than
half its GDP.

Sources: International Soci-
ety of Aesthetic Plastic Surgery,
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development,
H2 Gambling Capital, Compa-
nies & Markets, Forbes, Adam
& Eve, United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime, World
Health Organization Global
Health Observatory Data Re-
pository, CIA World Factbook,
UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization, Euromonitor Inter-
national, World Bank.

— Foreign Policy
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Harsh introduction for
Iran’s new atomic envoy

WESTERN envoys gave Iran’s new ambas-
sador to the UN atomic agency a frosty wel-
come on September 11, saying Tehran’s new
government should waste no time proving
to the world it does not want the bomb.

Speaking at a meeting of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency’s board of
governors, US envoy Joseph Macmanus
said Iran was refusing to comply with UN
Security Council and IAEA resolutions de-
manding it suspend key parts of its nuclear
program.

“In fact, Iran continues taking actions
in direct contravention of its obligations to
expand and deepen these prohibited pro-
grams,” Mr Macmanus told the closed-door
quarterly gathering in Vienna.

These include uranium enrichment, a
process that lies at the heart of the interna-
tional community’s worries about Iran’s ac-
tivities since it could provide Tehran with
material for the fissile core of a nuclear
weapon.

“With a new president in office and a
new government in place under his lead-
ership, Iran today has an opportunity to

v

11. Photo: AFP

Iran’s ambassador to the IAEA, Reza Najafi,
attends a meeting in Vienna on September

change its path from intransigence to coop-
eration, from obfuscation to transparency;’

Mr Macmanus said, according to the text
of his remarks.

Lithuania’s IAEA representative said in a
statement on behalf of the European Union
that the IAEA’s latest regular report on Iran
last month that showed a continued expan-
sion “further aggravates our deep concerns”.

Edvilas Raudonikis said the EU wanted
a “comprehensive, negotiated, long-term
settlement, which would build interna-
tional confidence in the exclusively peace-
ful nature of the Iranian nuclear program,
while respecting Iran’s legitimate rights to
the peaceful uses of nuclear energy”.

Hassan Rowhani’s election in June as
Iranian president, replacing hardliner
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, has created some
hope of a diplomatic solution to the dead-
lock after a decade of trying.

Mr Rowhani has given responsibility
for upcoming talks with world powers to
the foreign ministry under US-educated
moderate Mohammad Javad Zarif and has
appointed Reza Najafi to the IAEA, replac-
ing the long-serving Ali Asghar Soltanieh.

- AFP

Booker novel mourns Zimbabwe’s ‘lost decade’

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Rottapharm S.p.A. a
company organized under the laws of Italy and having
its principal office at Galleria Unione 5, 20122 Milano,
Italy is the owner and sole proprietor of the following
trademark:-

VIARTRIL-S

(Reg: No.1V/7130/2012)

in respect of :- “Pharmaceutical products”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for Rottapharm S.p.A.

P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone: 372416

Dated: 16™ September, 2013

ZIMBABWEAN author NoVio-
let Bulawayo, who was nomi-
nated for the prestigious Man
Booker Prize on September 10,
called for new leadership in her
country where President Rob-
ert Mugabe has been returned
to power in disputed elections.

“We have been with one set
of leadership from right before
I was born. That is really not
healthy in a democracy,” said
the 3l-year-old, whose debut
novel We Need New Names was
one of six titles shortlisted for
the literary award.

“I feel we need a constant
injection of new ideas, as in
new personalities. It makes any
space richer;” Ms Bulawayo said
in an interview in South Africa
where she was on tour last week.

“When something is not
working, you need to change it.
So we need really a new breed, a
new culture of politics to carry
us to where we need to be,” said
the author, whose real name is
Elizabeth Zandile Tshele.

Mr Mugabe swept to power
in 1980 as an independence
hero bringing democracy to
millions of black Zimbabweans,
and was widely credited with
health and education reforms.

He was sworn in for another
five years in August.

But in the past decade, the
economy has crumbled follow-
ing the introduction of disas-
trous land reforms in 2000.

need new ways of living, new
ways of imagining ourselves,
new ways of leadership, just a
revamping of systems, starting
from the self to the larger com-
munal.”

NoViolet Bulawayo
Zimbabwean author

“The book came out of Zim-
babwe’s lost decade,” said Ms
Bulawayo, who took her pen-
name from the country’s sec-
ond-largest city of Bulawayo,
where she grew upbefore go-
ing to study in the United
States. “What inspired it is so
fresh in people’s imaginations.”

The semi-autobiographical
novel sums up her message.
“What I was saying was we

Life is a daily struggle for
the main character, a 10-year-
old girl named Darling, and
her friends who live in an slum
area named Paradise in Zim-
babwe.

Darling is lucky to emigrate
to the United States, though
there she finds that the grass is
not always greener on the oth-
er side as she starts to grapple
with foreign cultures.

“She really loses a large
part of herself,” said Ms Bula-
wayo, “and the book ends with
her still trying to negotiate
with the American terrain.”

Ms Bulawayo, who left Zim-
babwe 13 years ago, only re-
turned home this year and was
shocked.

“What happened to my
country? It was a shock to the
system. The able and beauti-
ful country of my childhood
had given way to something so
new that I couldn’t relate to,”
she said.

She found herself grappling
with realities such as electric-
ity outages or water cuts.

Born in 1981, a year after
Zimbabwe gained independ-
ence from colonial power Brit-
ain, she is part of the so-called
born-free generation, and said
she yearns for the country to
recover its lost glory.

She uses the pen name NoVi-
olet - which means “with Vio-
let” in her native Ndebele - in
honour of her mother who died
when she was 18 months old.

A fellow at Stanford Univer-
sity in California, Ms Bulawayo
authored a short story titled
“Hitting Budapest”, which won
the 2011 Caine Prize for Afri-
can Writing. - AFP

Marseille

Historic floating restaurant sinks in Marseille
A famous floating restaurant aboard a 1920s schooner in the

Paris

French coq dance ends with S African artist in clink
An eccentric South African artist has been charged with sexual

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Korea Exchange Bank Co.,
Ltd. a company organized under the laws of Republic of
Korea and having its principal office at 181,Euljiro 2-ga,
Jung-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea is the owner and sole
proprietor of the following trademark:-

KEB « Korea Exchange Bank

(Reg: No. IV/10834/2012)

in respect of :- “Financial consultancy; financial information;
banking services; insurance services; loans [financing];
securities business; stocks and bonds brokerage; exchanging
money; credit card services; capital investment.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Korea Exchange Bank Co., Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 16™ September, 2013

French city of Marseille sank on September 11 in the historic Vieux
Port area after its pump stopped working, firefighters said.

The three-masted Le Marseillois, where celebrities such as Tom
Cruise and George Clooney ate, sank about 30 minutes after an
employee first sounded the alarm early in the morning.

“The pump in the hold which works around-the-clock to empty
water had broken down,” a fire department spokesman said.

Around 25 firefighters and divers were deployed to try and save
the boat - a star attraction in the southern city’s old port.

Built in Valencia in Spain, the vessel was used for trading but
abandoned after it became obsolete in the middle of the 20" cen-
tury. It was then bought with funds raised by Marseille residents
keen to preserve old vessels and anchored off the port in 1977. The
boat was turned into a restaurant in the early 1990s.

exhibitionism after a street performance in central Paris in which
he tied a rooster to his penis.

Steve Cohen was arrested on September 10 on a busy public
square a stone’s throw from the Eiffel Tower. Sporting platform
shoes, dressed up as a bird and with a cord wrapped around his
penis and attached to the rooster, he was able to dance for around
10 minutes before police stepped in.

He was detained all day and has now been ordered to appear
in court on December 16, treatment that has been greeted with
outrage by his lawyer, Agnes Tricoire.

She said Mr Cohen was portraying his personal situation “shared
between his native South Africa and the France he now lives in”.

“His detention was a disgrace,” she added. “Imagine, France
throwing artists in prison!”- AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that WARNACO U.S., INC.
of 470 Wheelers Farms Road, Milford, Connecticut
06460, United States of America, is the Owner and Sole
Proprietor of the following trademarks: -

BODYSLIMMERS

(Reg. Nos. IV/2731/1999 & IV/6481/2007)

NANCY GANZ

(Reg. Nos. IV/2732/1999 & I1V/6482/2007)

BODYSLIMMERS
NANCY GANZ

(Reg. Nos. 1V/2733/1999 & IV/6483/2007)

the above three trademarks are in respect of: -

“Figure enhancing garments, namely body shapers,
undergarments, bodices, shapewear lingerie, girdles, slips,
control panties, bodysuits, bodyslips, corsets, bustiers,
brassieres, cinching tank tops, cinching bands worn
around the stomach and waist; knit tops; exercise wear,
shorts and legwear; outerwear, namely shirts, t-shirts,
halters, tops, jeans, pants, bottoms, dresses, skirts, shorts,
jackets, anoraks, coats, made of natural and synthetic cloth,
sweaters, blazers, suits, sweatsuits, sweatshirts, sweatpants,
athletic and jogging suits, swimwear; footwear; hats, caps,
headbands, scarves, ties, bowties, neckwear, belts, socks,
and hosiery; underwear namely panties, slips, teddies,
negligees, brassieres, camisoles, boxers and tee shirts or
being articles of clothing”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for WARNACO U.S., INC.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 16" September, 2013




TRADE MARK CAUTION

Mr. Somchai Ratanapoompinyo, a Thai nationality,
of No. 14, Soi Rama IX 60 (Soi 6, Seree 8), Suanluang
Sub-District, Suanluang District, Bangkok, Thailand, is
the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

<)

QE Bk‘\

Reg. No. 6525/2013
in respect of “Class 29: Fried Chicken?”
Reg. No. 6526/2013

in respect of “Class 30: Flour for cooking, biscuits,
bread with inside stuff, corn flour, crispy fried flour,
Chinese bun flour, sauces (condiments), condense
sauces (condiments), dressing for salad, mayonnaise,
spices, pepper, dry chili powder, chili paste, flavorings
other than essential oils and bread crumbs”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Mr. Somchai Ratanapoompinyo

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 16 September 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

HAZAMA ANDO CORPORATION, a company
incorporated in Japan, of 1-20, Akasaka 6-chome,
Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8658, Japan, is the Owner of the
following Trade Marks:-

Reg. No. 8841/2013

HAZAMA ANDO CORPORATION
Reg. No. 8842/2013

in respect of “Class 37: Construction; construction
for soil remediation; construction supervision;
construction consultancy; operation, check
or maintenance of building; maintenance of
energy equipment; cleaning of building exterior
surfaces; rental of construction materials; rental of
construction machines and apparatus. Class 42:
Surveying; architectural design; urban planning;
teaching and consultancy of urban planning; geological
surveys or research; design of ventilation facilities
and electrical facilities; engineering of environmental
maintenance system; computer software design,
computer programming, or maintenance of computer
software; testing or research on civil engineering; testing,
design and research on city planning and regional
development”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for HAZAMA ANDO CORPORATION
P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 16 September 2013
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MOSCOW

Putin ally will pay for
Moscow poll win: Navalny

ANNA SMOLCHENKO

RUSSIAN opposition politician
Alexei Navalny vowed on Sep-
tember 10 that he would make
an ally of Russian President
Vladimir Putin pay dearly for
beating him in Moscow polls,
saying he was preparing to con-
test the results.

“We will do everything so
that Sergei Sobyanin’s victory
will cost him dearer than any
defeat,” Mr Navalny said after
coming second to the Kremlin-
backed incumbent in polls for
Moscow mayor on September
8.

“We now have documentary
and legal evidence that a second
round should have taken place
and that the Moscow election
commission falsified the poll,”
the 37-year-old said on popular
Moscow Ekho radio.

Earlier on September 10, the
Moscow election commission
upheld the final result, saying
that Sobyanin received 51.3
percent of ballots, just barely
enough to avoid a runoff.

Mr Navalny, who polled far
more strongly than projected
with more than 27.2pc of the
vote, has demanded a partial

The turnout stood at a mea-
gre 32pc, which apparently re-

unprecedented
against Mr

Putin’s

Alexei Navalny speaks at his mayoral campaign headquarters in Moscow on September 9. Photo: AFP

“We know how to turn our
political machine which we

protests
ruling

recount, claiming the authori-
ties allowed vote irregularities
during at-home voting and
at polling stations without
observers.

In a blog post, Mr Navalny
said Mr Sobyanin avoided a
second-round runoff with a
margin of just 31,000 votes, ac-

flected Muscovites’ apathy and
lack of conviction that they can
effect change.

Independent vote monitors
have said irregularities were
registered in the election, al-
though they were not as serious
as those witnessed in previous
polls.

party and against the Russian
strongman himself.

Some 10,000 Navalny sup-
porters poured into a central
Moscow square on September
9 after the opposition leader
beseeched them to turn up.

Speaking at the Bolotnaya
Square, the focal point of the

created during this poll into a
steamroller which will crush
the United Russia,” he said, re-
ferring to the ruling party.

He did not rule out that he
might one day call for people to
turn out for unsanctioned pro-
tests and to “overturn cars and
light smoke bombs”.

cusing the winner of manipula-
tions at the ballot box.

An anti-corruption blogger,
Mr Navalny shot to prominence
during huge anti-Putin rallies
in the winter of 2011-12.

Analysts said Mr Navalny’s
stronger-than-expected show-
ing propelled him to celebrity
status in Russian politics and
made him a force to be reck-
oned with.

On September 10, he called
on supporters to submit re-
ports of violations and claimed

‘We know how to turn our political
machine which we created during Mr
this poll into a steamroller which
will crush the United Russia.’

Alexei Navalny
Russian politician

“We will show that we are

the main leading political op-
position force in the country;”
he said.
Navalny campaigned
under the shadow of a five-year
prison sentence on controver-
sial fraud charges handed to
him in July.

He was arrested in court but
then was suddenly released a
day later pending an appeal.

Analysts have said the
Kremlin will now have to
decide whether to send him

he would have secured an out- Widespread claims of 2011-12 anti-Putin protests, Mr back to jail or allow him to
right victory if the voter turn- wholesale fraud in 2011 par- Navalny vowed to continue his press ahead with his activism.
out had reached 60pc. liamentary  polls sparked fight for a political voice. - AFP
BUCHAREST

Accused thief won’t return hidden art

THE accused ringleader of Romanian
thieves who stole seven works by artists
including Picasso and Matisse won’t reveal
where five are stashed after his request to
be tried in a Dutch court was denied, his
lawyer said.

A Bucharest court opened a trial on
September 10 in the October 2012 theft of
seven artworks, insured for a combined 18
million euros (US$24 million), from the
Kunsthal Museum in Rotterdam. Defend-
ant Radu Dogaru, who admitted stealing
them with two accomplices, offered in Au-
gust to return five of the paintings in ex-
change for being tried in the Netherlands.

“My client has made a 180-degree turn
and is now saying [that] if the Dutch au-
thorities don’t want to take me, nobody
will ever see those paintings again,” Mr
Dogaru’s lawyer, Catalin Dancu, told re-
porters in court on September 10. The five
artworks are currently abroad and “in the
custody” of a Russian, who is trying to sell
them, Mr Dancu said.

The theft of works by Pablo Picas-
so, Claude Monet, Lucian Freud, Henri

Matisse, Paul Gauguin and Meyer de Haan
ranks among the most spectacular art
heists of the past several decades. The case
has turned on whether any of the artworks
still survive after Mr Dogaru’s mother, Olga
Dogaru, confessed to burning all of them in
her stove, only to withdraw her statement
on July 22. She now claims that none were
incinerated.

At an August 13 pretrial hearing in Bu-
charest, Mr Dogaru’s lawyer revealed his
client was trying to avoid a more stringent
sentence in his homeland by offering to
return the five under his “control” in ex-
change for being transferred to Holland
and, if convicted, serving his time there. Mr
Dogaru claims that the other two pieces are
in Belgium, where he has no control over
them.

He is now asking for a simplified legal
procedure in Romania, where he could be
handed a sentence of 14 years in prison, Mr
Dancu said.

Insurer Aon paid 17 million euros to Tri-
ton Foundation, which owned the artworks
at the time of the theft, according to Mr

Dancu and Maria Vasii, a lawyer for Eugen
Darie, who is accused of being the driver
in the heist.

A scientific analysis of the ashes in Olga
Dogaru’s stove showed they contained frag-
ments of oil paintings, according to Ernest
Oberlander-Tarnoveanu, the director of the
Romanian museum that carried out the
tests.

Romanian prosecutors sent the ashes
to a museum in the Netherlands to carry
out a new forensic analysis because a test
conducted by the Romanian museum isn’t
conclusive, Mr Dancu said.

The thieves stole the paintings in less
than three minutes from the Kunsthal after
they forced an emergency door open with a
set of pliers, according to the prosecution’s
file obtained by Bloomberg.

The stolen paintings belong to a private
collection managed by the Triton Founda-
tion, started by Rotterdam port entrepre-
neur Willem Cordia. The collection con-
sists of about 250 paintings, drawings and
sculptures from the period 1860 to 1970.

- Bloomberg News



Executive Diary 2014

"l simply can't do without it"
- Editor in Chief Ross Dunkley

Used by thousands of executives.

Book Size (8.5 inch x 11.75 il’lCh) cMYANMARTIMES
The most comprehensive diary ever Execuiive Diar

produced in Myanmar.

More than 400 pages with one page per day

Packed with vital data. Useful and important

for every business. Carry around or use at the office.

Order your copy now.

Cover Price K 9,999 (Hard cover bound)
Wholesale Price K 7,999
Special offer of

our subscribers
and advertisers K 7,999

CALL: 392928, 253642 & ORDER NOW!

Handy Diary 2014

: : : EMYANMARTIMES
Book Size (7.5 inch x 10.25 inch) AT,

Beautiful handy diary in two colours;
Blue or Dark Green!

The most comprehensive diary ever

produced in Myanmar.

More than 200 pages with two days per page

Packed with vital data. Useful and important :MYANMARTIMES
for every business. . e

Carry around or use at the office.

Order your copy now.

Cover Price K 6,000 (Hard cover bound)
Wholesales Price K 4.800
Special offer of

our subscribers
and advertisers K 4,800




TRADE MARK CAUTION

Notice is hereby given that Master Ad Public Company
Limited of No. 1, 4" - 6" Floor, Soi Ladprao 19, Ladprao
Road, Chomphon, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900 Thailand,
is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following
trademark: —

MQaco

Mastor Ad Public Company Limited

(Reg: No.IV/8936)

In respect of: -
“Media, Media Agency and Advertisement.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

U Nyein Kyaw

B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.

For Master Ad Public Company Limited
Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel

37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road

Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar

Tes: (951) 9662866

E-mail: nyeinkyaw@rajahtann.com
Date: 16™ September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that KEEEN LIMITED a
company organized under the laws of THAILAND
and having its principal office at 999 Putthamonthon
Sai 4 Road, Salaya, Phutthamonthon, Nakhonpathom
73170, Thailand is the owner and sole proprietor of the
following trademark:-

KEEEN
(Reg: No. IV/4365/2013)

in respect of :- “Industrial cleaners [preparations] for use
in manufacturing processes; chemical compositions for
the control of fuel spillages; chemical compositions for
the control of spillage of liquids; chemical compositions
for controlling a spillage of hazardous wastes; enzyme
preparations for the deodorizing of waste matter;
biochemicals for improving odour; biochemical agents
for washing in a manufacturing process; bacterial
cultures for wastewater treatment; water treatment
agents (biochemicals); bacterial preparations, other
than for medical and veterinary use; dispersants (oil-);
preparations for oil dispersal; biochemical preparations
for removal of oil for use as part of the manufacturing
process; products for absorbing fluids; products for
absorbing oils; biological substances [other than for
medical or veterinary use]; biological preparations for
the treatment of wastewater]; biological preparations
[other than for medical or veterinary purposes];
biological products [other than for medical use]; cleaning
preparations for use in manufacturing processes;
organic solvent cleaning preparations for use as part of a
manufacturing process; cultures of microorganisms other
than for medical and veterinary use; microorganisms
(preparations of-) other than for medical and veterinary
use; and chemicals (industrial-)” Class: 1

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for KEEEN LIMITED

P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone: 372416

Dated: 16" September, 2013
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French protest against
pension reform plans

TENS of thousands of people took to the
streets on September 10 in protest against a
proposed overhaul of Frances debt-ridden
pension system, but no major disruptions
were reported over a reform generally regard-
ed as moderate.

Pension overhauls are highly contentious
in France - with previous efforts in 1995 and
2010 unleashing mass protests and damaging
strikes - but the socialist government’s latest
reform has not yet met with the same level of
resistance.

Four hard-line unions called for protests
on September 10 in 180 locations across the
country, but moderate unions did not back
the call, saying they hoped to seek changes in
parliament.

Overall, 360,000 workers, youths and re-
tirees took to the streets across the country,
the CGT union said, while police estimated
that 155,000 demonstrators turned up in 170
locations.

Unions have denounced the reform as
“anti-youth” because it will incrementally raise
the total contribution period from the current
41.5 years to 43 years by 2035, meaning em-
ployees will need to work longer to be eligible
for full pensions.

A full package of reforms was officially put
forward on September 18 as France, under
pressure from the European Union, looked to
plug holes that will see the generous state pen-
sion scheme fall more than 20 billion euros
(US$26.5 billion) into the red by 2020.

The reform plan also proposed increas-
ing employee and employer contributions to
France’s retirement system, but avoided more
controversial proposals such as raising the of-
ficial retirement age or slapping a new tax on
French retirees.

The French parliament is to consider the
measures in October.

The aim of the unions on September 10
was not to have the draft bill abolished, but
to have it improved during parliamentary
deliberations.

An activist on September 10 protests against the French government’s plans to reform the
country’s pension system. Photo: AFP

The protests’ impact was minimal on Sep-
tember 10, with few disruptions reported on
train services or at the Paris airports of Orly
and Charles de Gaulle.

But Jean-Claude Mailly, head of the FO
union - one of the four that called for ac-

tion - warned that there was still widespread
discontent.

“It’s the image of a volcano. You have a lit-
tle smoke. The earth doesn’t tremble, but it
simmers and at some point it has to erupt;” he
said. - AFP

US recalls Benghazi
dead on 9/11 eve

THE White House on Septem-
ber 10 remembered four Ameri-
cans, including US ambassador
to Libya Chris Stevens, who
were killed in an attack in
Benghazi a year ago.

On the eve of the anniver-
sary of the attack - and of the
12th anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks in 2001 - the
White House updated Ameri-
cans on security measures put
in place to secure US assets and
interests worldwide.

White House spokesman Jay
Carney pointedly remembered
the Benghazi attack a year ago,
which sparked a political furor
and Republican claims of a
‘White House cover-up.

“The events of last year,
losing four brave Americans
- Chris Stevens, Sean Smith,
Glen Doherty and Tyrone
Woods - brought home the re-
ality of the challenges we face
in the world,” Mr Carney said in
a written statement.

“As we near this day of re-
membrance, we continue to
mourn the death of our cher-
ished colleagues and honor
their dedication to public ser-
vice. We remain committed to
bringing the perpetrators of the
Benghazi attacks to justice and
to ensuring the safety of our

brave personnel serving over-
seas.”

Republicans claim that
President Barack Obama delib-
erately downplayed the attack
on US diplomatic premises in
Benghazi because it contradict-
ed his election-year narrative
that al-Qaeda was on the run.

The sacking of the US con-
sulate was initially described
by US officials as a reaction to
an anti-Muslim video aired in
the United States that triggered
protests across the Arab world.

But it was later revealed
that some of those behind the
assault had links to organised
extremists.

Mr Carney also said in the
statement that Mr Obama met
senior officials on September
10 to review worldwide security
measures for the September 11
anniversary.

“The President’s National
Security team is taking meas-
ures to prevent 9/11-related at-
tacks and to ensure the protec-
tion of US persons and facilities
abroad,” the statement said.

“The President reiterated
that protecting the Ameri-
can people, both at home and
abroad, is the administration’s
top national security priority.”

- AFP

Venezuela quits
human rights court

VENEZUELA withdrew from
a regional human rights court
on September 10, fulfilling the
wishes of late president Hugo
Chavez to the dismay of activ-
ists who fear the state may
commit abuses.

President Nicolas Maduro
wrote on Twitter that the Cos-
ta Rica-based Inter-American
Court of Human Rights had
become “an instrument for the
protection of US geopolitical
interests in [Latin] America
and to persecute progressive
governments”,

International and local hu-
man rights groups had urged
the government to reconsider
its decision, which will affect
new cases but not those filed
prior to Venezuela’s withdrawal
from the court’s jurisdiction.

The withdrawal came one
year to the day after Mr Chavez
began the process to pull out of
the court by formally denounc-
ing the American Convention
on Human Rights. The United
States, Canada and several Car-
ibbean nations have not rati-
fied the convention.

The convention allows in-
dividuals who exhaust all legal
avenues in their countries to
petition the Washington-based
Inter-American Commission on

Human Rights, which then de-
cides whether to refer the case to
the court in San Jose, Costa Rica.

Venezuela remains part
of the commission, however,
because withdrawing from it
would require leaving the Or-
ganization of American States
(OAS). But it has barred the
commission from visiting the
country since 2002.

“Venezuela’s exit from the
court is an enormous step back-
wards,” said opposition leader
Henrique Capriles, claiming
that the decision violates the
country’s constitution.

On September 9, the opposi-
tion petitioned the commission
to review allegations of fraud in
the April 14 election to succeed
Chavez, which Mr Maduro won
by a razor-thin margin against
Capriles.

Mr Chavez decided to with-
draw from the convention last
year after the court condemned
the “inhumane and degrading
treatment” of one of its nation-
als, Raul Diaz Pena, who claims
that he was tortured during six
years’ incarceration.

Mr Diaz Pena had been
jailed for his alleged role in
bomb attacks against diplo-
matic missions of Spain and
Colombia in 2003. - AFP
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Breivik survivors win seats in parliament

FOUR young Norwegian Labour Party
members who survived right-wing extrem-
ist Anders Behring Breivik’s bloody ram-
page two years ago have been elected to
parliament, the party said on September
10.

They were among 33 Labour Party can-
didates in the September 9 parliamentary
election who had escaped Mr Breivik’s bul-
lets on July 22, 2011, according to Anne
Odden, spokeswoman for the party’s par-
liamentary group.

The Labour Party lost nine seats in par-
liament to end up with 55, and is set to be
ousted from government after eight years
in power.

Mr Breivik deliberately targeted Labour
in his rampage, accusing the party of al-
lowing Norway to become a multicultural

society.

After setting off a bomb in Oslo’s gov-
ernment district, killing eight people, Mr
Breivik travelled to a Labour Youth sum-
mer camp on the island of Utoeya near the
Norwegian capital.

There he opened fire indiscriminately,
killing 69 people, mostly adolescents, be-
fore being stopped by police.

Mr Breivik was sentenced last year to
the maximum penalty of 21 years in prison,
a term that can be extended indefinitely if
he is still considered a threat to society.

The September 9 elections gave a clear
victory to the right, paving the way for a
new government that is likely to include
the populist, anti-immigrant Progress Par-
ty, which once counted Mr Breivik among
its members.

The party has clearly distanced itself
from Mr Breivik, condemning his attacks,
while the extremist has accused the party
of being too soft.

Still, the Progress Party remains in
favour of very restrictive immigration
policies.

With 16.4 percent of the vote, it is down
sharply from the record result of 22.9pc
earned in the last parliamentary election
in 20009.

Nevertheless, the vote is the party’s
third-best performance ever, and it is also
likely to enter government now for the first
time since it was formed 40 years ago.

Of the 169 lawmakers in the newly
elected parliament, only three are of for-
eign origin, including one representing the
Progress Party. - AFP

Rowhani taps second
woman for cabinet

IRANIAN President Hassan
Rowhani added a second wom-
an to his cabinet on September
10, appointing reformist Ma-
soumeh Ebtekar as vice presi-
dent to lead the environmental
protection organisation, media
reported.

Ms Ebtekar, an ex-member
of Tehran’s city council, already
headed the organisation during
the presidency of reformist Mo-
hammad Khatami from 1997 to
2005.

As such, she became the
first female vice president of
the Islamic republic.

Ms Ebtekar is perhaps
best known for her role as
the spokesperson for Islamist
students who stormed the US
embassy in Tehran in 1979 and
took its staff hostage.

She joins Elham Aminza-

president for legal affairs last
month.

Another key woman is the
administration is Marzieh
Afkham, the first-ever spokes-
woman at the foreign ministry.

Although more liberal than
those of many Arab countries,
Iran’s laws since the 1979 Is-
lamic revolution have been
criticised as unfair to women
in matters of marriage, divorce
and inheritance.

While women may hold
key posts, including in par-
liament and the cabinet, they
are not allowed to run for the
presidency.

Iran’s clergy, which still hold
sway in the country, defend the
laws, saying they are designed
to protect against a Western
lifestyle they say takes advan-
tage of women.

3

Massoumeh Ebtekar. Photo: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Citizen Tokei Kabushiki Kaisha also trading as
Citizen Watch Co., Ltd., a Japanese Corporation duly
organized and existing under the laws of Japan, of 1-12,
6-chome, Tanashi-cho, Nishi-tokyo-shi, Tokyo, Japan,
is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 8830/2013

in respect of “Class 14: Clocks and watches, movements
for clock and watch-making, cases for clock and watch-
making, watch glasses, watch bands and straps, dials for
clock and watch-making”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Citizen Tokei Kabushiki Kaisha

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 16 September 2013

deh, who was appointed as vice - AFP
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US allows humanitarian US execution date moved for  Chileans protest in memory Switzerland ups legal
exchanges with Iran campaign fundraiser of Pinochet-era missing prostitution age

The US Treasury announced
on September 10 that it would
permit private organisations to
support humanitarian pro-
grams in Iran and allow sports
groups to hold exchanges with
the country.

Opening up a window of
cooperation in its tight sanctions
crackdown on Iran, the Treas-
ury issued permits for the two
areas of activity. It said this would
“encourage humanitarian and
goodwill services between the
Iranian and American people”.

The first licence allows non-
government organisations to
provide support and funds for
humanitarian activities, includ-
ing those dealing with health
services, disaster relief, wildlife
conservation, and human rights
and promotion of democracy.

The permission will allow any
organisation pursuing such activi-
ties to transfer up to US$500,000
ayear in funds for them to Iran.
But they must report all the
details of their activities and the
transfers to the Treasury.

The second licence permits
exchanges involving professional
and amateur sports, including ex-
hibition matches and events, the
sponsorship of players, coaching,
refereeing and training.

Pam Bondi, attorney general of
the US state of Florida, admitted
on September 10 that she had
postponed an execution so that
she could attend a fundraiser to
kick off her electoral campaign.

Death-row convict Marshall
Gore, due to be put to death
for a double murder in the
1980s, had been scheduled
to be executed on September
10, but the date was shifted to
October 1.

Ms Bondi, a leading Repub-
lican, acknowledged making
a mistake by asking for the
execution to be delayed again.

“The planned execution of
Marshall Lee Gore had already
been stayed twice by the
courts, and we should not have
requested that the date of the
execution be moved,” she said
in a statement.

Ms Bondi, who asked Gov-
ernor Rick Scott to change the
date, added, “As a prosecutor,
there was nothing more impor-
tant than seeing justice done,
especially when it came to the
unconscionable act of murder.”

Political website Politico first
reported that Ms Bondi asked
Mr Scott to move the execution
date so that she could attend a
hometown fundraiser in Tampa.

Athousand people lay on the
ground in Chile’s capital on
September 10 in memory of
those still missing from the
dictatorship of General Augusto
Pinochet.

September 11 was the
anniversary of the coup that
brought Mr Pinochet to power in
1973. Nearly 1200 remain miss-
ing from his war on anything
that smacked of leftist dissent
against his US-backed military
government.

The demonstrators lay
face-up on the ground for 11
minutes, in a line stretching for
several blocks and starting near
the presidential palace. The
demonstrators convened via
social media.

Rights groups say the Pino-
chet dictatorship claimed more
than 3200 victims including
the missing. The 40" anniver-
sary of the coup has brought
with it the release of a flood of
plays, movies, books and photo
exhibits that seek to illustrate
the repression- and censorship-
induced cultural black hole that
Chileans endured during the
17-year Pinochet regime.

Mr Pinochet surrendered
power to an elected government
in 1990 and died in 2006.

The Swiss parliament voted
on September 10 to raise the
legal prostitution age from 16
to 18, tightening the country’s
liberal sex-trade laws to bring
them in line with European
standards.

The lower house of parlia-
ment voted to change the Swiss
penal code to make it illegal to
pay for sex with a minor, follow-
ing suit after the upper house
adopted the bill.

Until now, paying for sex with
people above 16 - the legal
age of consent in Switzerland
-was legal in the small Alpine
country.

With the law change, pros-
titutes between the ages of 16
and 18 will not face penalties,
but clients who pay for sex with
minors will face up to three
years behind bars.

Anyone encouraging prostitu-
tion by minors, including pimps
and people running brothels or
escort services, will face up to
10 years in prison.

The law change also raises
the legal age to participate in
pornography, making it a crime
punishable by up to five years in
jail to produce, import, promote,
screen or possess pornography
featuring minors. - AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Best Western International, Inc., of 6201 North 24™
Parkway, Phoenix, Arizona 85016-2023, United States
of America, is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

Wgs? g,[i'n

\ PREMIER

PREMIER
Reg. No. 6528/2013

ﬁwt
est |
Western |

\ PLus
Reg. No. 6529/2013

T
WBe t
western|
PLUS

Reg. No. 6530/2013

BEST WESTERN PREMIER

Reg. No. 6531/2013

BEST WESTERN PLUS

Reg. No. 6532/2013

BEST WESTERN REWARDS
Reg. No. 6533/2013

in respect of “ Hotel Services”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.,, H.G.P, D.B.L

for Best Western International, Inc.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 16 September 2013




GREG HOLLAND

VER the purveyors of the “let’s
push things forward” ideology,
the musical mayhem of ongoing
concert series Jam it! returned
this month with yet another
diverse line-up of Myanmar’s finest. Not
satisfied with using familiar venues,
organisers brought the bands - and the
crowds - to the easy-to-miss location

of Right Track Lanes bowling alley in
Yangon’s Tarmwe township on September
8.

While a Sunday may seem an odd
choice for a blow-out gig, the date was,
not by accident, the final day of the third
Wathann Film Festival, making the gig
a perfect after-party for those looking to
unwind after five days of documentary and
film.

Kick-starting the evening were Yangon’s
crust-punkers Allergic Reaction and pop-
rockers The Myth, fronted by the ever-
charming Lone Lone. But Jam it! wouldn’t
be the event it is without G-Tone and his
cyclonic crew. Helping change the pace of
the evening’s musical onslaught, Cyclone
were sharper and smoother than ever in
promoting their new album Yite Sar.

For those who braved the sweat and
smoke until the end, headliners Side Effect
played with their usual die-hard energy.
Girls danced, boys screamed and one per-
son even fainted.

The highlight of the evening, how-
ever, came in the form of Skunx, who had
travelled through the night from Mandalay
to deliver their set of punk-metal-hardcore
and hip-hop.

Named for the “animal that attacks with

THE PULSE EDITOR: MANNY MAUNG manny.maung(dgmail.com

its stink and that all other animals hate”,
the band - who aim to avoid following the
dictates of tradition - brought further audi-
tory confusion by filling out their sound
with a scratch DJ and synth player.

But while the combination of genres
would normally sound too divergent, Skunx
made it their own. Raucous yet completely
in control, they held the crowd’s attention
right up until the final note.

“The Skunx philosophy is about and for
young men,”’ explains the band’s frontman
and heartthrob Eugene, who formed Skunx
from the remnants of two other Mandalay
punk bands, Howl and Innocent.

“We want to talk about their hopes. So
many people in our country have to do
what they don’t want to do. They do not
believe in their hopes, and like art, there is
no warranty.”

In a country where commercial copies
of western pop songs prevail, Skunx write
songs about everything around them, from
education to sex and politics, subjects
which, according to them, affect the whole
population whether acknowledged or not.
Scheduled to release an album in early
2014, Skunx will be playing more shows
in Mandalay and Yangon to sharpen their
claws before the sessions, but demos of the
songs can be found online at
www.soundcloud.com/skunk-1.

Before he disappeared into the night,
Eugene left me with his final pearl of wis-
dom: “I trust in music”

With ears ringing, sweat dripping and
hangover impending, I decided to follow
his lead: The next Jam it! already has prec-
edence in my diary.

sweat and
bowling:

Skunx bring trust back to

An intimatfe glimpse info Daw Aung San Su
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Mobile library gets books
rolling along to eager readers

ZON
PANN PWINT

zonpann08@gmail.com

HE schoolchildren began
to fidget, their attention
diverted from the
blackboard by the sound of
an approaching engine.

Only the teacher’s raised voice
could make them fall silent again. “If
you don’t keep quiet, I won’t let you
borrow books.”

The children of Kawhmu town-
ship, an hour’s drive from the south-
ern bank of Yangon river, were about
to be visited by a bookmobile - the
country’s first and only mobile library
service.

As the bus rolled to a stop at the
gate of the Basic Education High
School of Nat Sin Kone Sanpya vil-
lage, an excited crowd of students had
already formed a queue.

“I am very happy on the days
when the mobile library comes to
school,” Ma Khin Ni Tar Bo, a ninth-
grade student, told The Myanmar
Times on September 10. “I have often
visited the library in my village, but
it offers only time-worn books and
periodicals. The mobile library is well
stocked and holds recently published
books.”

The project is the brainchild of
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who recalls
mobile libraries from her stay in the
UK and knows of their benefits, said
U Thant Thaw Kaung, director of the
Mobile Library Project, which is also
a part of the Daw Khin Kyi Founda-
tion, named for Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s late mother.

“She [Daw Suu] wanted to set up a

mobile library in Myanmar for quite
some time,” U Thant Thaw Kaung
said. “Finally Ms Natsuo Miyashita,
an old friend of Daw Suu’s from Ox-
ford, was able to find a donor.”

On July 29, the first of two
buses donated by Hino Motors of
Japan started making the rounds of
Kawhmu township, which Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi represents in parliament
and has an estimated population
of 127,496. The bus now reaches 21
of the township’s 126 villages: The
library stops at a village a day, some-
times two if they are close together
and the roads allow it, and sets up at
a school library and a village library
in each place, spending three hours
at each. The bus then returns two
weeks later to process returns and let
members sign out new selections.

So far the Mobile Library Project
has collected over 15,000 books from
local and foreign donors, with 30 cop-
ies of more than 500 titles. Subjects
covered include books for children,
morality tales, self-help, famous
works of fiction, reference books and
books on agriculture, livelihood and
health education, all in the Myanmar
language.

Each student or village resident
is entitled to borrow two books at
a time for two weeks and they can
extend the loan another two weeks if
they wish.

Ko Saw Nyi San, operations man-
ager of the Mobile Library Project,
commutes from Yangon to Kawhmu
township every weekday. He said the
public appetite for reading is such
that the library can barely keep up
with the voracious demand.

“Some villagers say the two weeks
takes too long. They finish a book
within two days and they want us to
come back more often.”

Kyi's daily life during her darkest years

Another ninth-grade student,
Maung Myo Thiha, said he and his
friends trade books around once
they’ve finished them, to tide them-
selves over until the mobile library
returns and they can sign out more.

Asked about the possibility of visit-
ing villages more frequently, Ko Saw
Nyi San said that poor road condi-
tions in the township would make
that difficult.

“Yesterday we tried to reach an-
other village called War Balauk Thauk
and it took almost two hours to get
to there. The old road to the village is
impassable for a big bus,” he said.

As difficult as transportation is, it’s
the very thing that makes the mobile
library so valuable, he said.

“In the past, they went to a library
if they wanted to read. Now the
library brings the books they want to
read to them. It makes a difference to
their lives.”

Daw Khin Kyi Foundation works
closely with the Ministry of Informa-
tion and the Ministry of Education
in arranging the mobile library’s field
operations.

“Kaw Hmu has 126 villages and 28
villages have self-help libraries. The
bus reaches 21 villages. Most have
self-help libraries but their libraries
aren’t well-stocked,” said Daw Myint
Myint Shwe, head of the township’s
Department of Public Information.

“Sat Su village doesn’t have a
library. They want to set up a library
so they are saving money and now
they have collected K800,000 but it’s
not enough.”

The village is located on the main
road to Tha Khut Pin village, which
has a library and is visited by the
mobile library. Daw Myint Myint said
that when villagers in Sat Su saw the
mobile library passing, they stopped

the bus and asked it tos come to their
village as well.

“Since then, the bus visits Sat Su
village once every two weeks,” Daw
Myin Myint Shwe said.

Ko Saw Nyi San said their mobile
bus is always warmly welcomed by
villagers: “Some villages play music
when the bus comes,” he said.

Some villagers say
the two weeks takes
too long. They finish
a book within two
aays and they want
Us to come back
more often’

Ko Nyo Yi San, mobile librarian

U Thant Thaw Kaung said the
project members are very glad to see
the enthusiasm and interest in the
community.

“At present, we are increasing our
membership at a rate of 200 members
a day. We got 1000 members after our
first week of operation,” he said, esti-
mating current membership at more
than 4000. He added the growth will
continue in the future, as there are
many students still to register at the
schools they have visited.

“In many schools, all the students
want to become members of our mo-
bile library. We hope to see hundreds
of mobile libraries running around
the country successfully in the near
future”

NOW ON SALE! A new release from
MCM Books by Moe Linn (aka Pho Lay)
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Sculpting
N silence

NUAM
BAW

hknuambawi@gmail.com

ODEL Nan Khin Zayar

sat before the sculptor

and three artists as a

group of schoolchil-

dren, clad in green and
white, clustered around chattering
excitedly. They discussed the artist’s
technique and exchanged notes on
what interested them.

The scene, at the Mary Chapman
School for the Deaf, was completely
silent. All the discussions took place
in sign language.

The September 9 event was
organised by sculptor Kyaw Kyaw

Min and artist Shwe Myint in sup-
port of the institution, along with
two guest artists, Ko Thar San and
U Soe Paing.

The event followed a similar ex-
hibition of paintings and sculptures
at Military Hall last June.

“The first time, the children were
only interested in paintings, because
they liked the colours. They thought
the sculpture was dull,” Kyaw Kyaw
Min told The Myanmar Times.

“This time I showed them how I
do the nose and ears and attached
them to the face. This seemed to
interest the children more. I put the
eyes on right in front of them,” he
said.

The children were happy to chat
to Nan Khin Zayar, though she did
not know the meaning of all the
signs.

“The children cannot hear or
speak, but they can see. Sculpture

informs the sense of vision. There
is no barrier to learning for the
deaf. The more they see, the more
interested they become,” said Kyaw
Kyaw Min.

“We need to draw their attention
to art and make them want to copy

us. Only then we can teach them how
to paint or sculpt,” he said.

Nan Khin Zayar, a regular con-
tributor and donor to the school,
said, “I'm very happy to participate
with the children. I enjoy spending
time with them.”

-~
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She said that while it was just
her second visit, the children were
already getting used to her pres-
ence. “And I can understand some of
their sign language now. Events like
this help strengthen their power of
visualisation.”

JAPAN

No tattoos allowed

A MAORI woman was barred from

a public bath in Japan because her
traditional face tattoos fell foul of rules
intended to keep mobsters away, she
said on September 8.

New Zealander Erana Te Haeata
Brewerton, who was attending an
academic meeting on indigenous
languages, said she was refused entry
to the bath in Eniwa, northern Hok-
kaido, because of the spa’s ban on
people with body art.

“I'm not used to being treated like
that,” she said via a telephone interview.

Brewerton said Maori people have
facial ta moko tattoos because they
“tell people who the person is and
where they are from. My moko tells
other Maori people which tribe I am
from.”

In Japan, tattoos are associated
with yakuza organised crime syndi-
cates, and many public institutions
bar people who have them as a way
to keep gangsters out.

The 60-year-old was singled out
and told she would not be allowed to
bathe because of the tattoo on her lips
and chin.

“We protested, saying the tattoo
was not anything anti-social and that
only respected people are allowed to
wear them in her culture,” said Kenji
Sekine, an Ainu language lecturer.

An official from the public bath
told Kyodo News agency the decision
had been made to avoid making other
guests uncomfortable.

“Even if it is traditional culture, a
typical person cannot judge the context
behind the tattoos,” the official said,
according to Kyodo.

The episode came just hours after
Japan was awarded the rights to host
the 2020 Olympics and as the govern-
ment readied a campaign to make the
capital more welcoming to foreigners.

Relatively few Japanese sport tat-
toos and many are surprised by their
prevalence in Western nations. - AFP

The new sound of Paddington Bear

OSCAR-WINNING British actor Colin
Firth will provide the voice for Pad-
dington Bear in a new movie about the
marmalade-loving children’s character,
he revealed on Friday.

Firth, who won an Academy Award
for his portrayal of Britain’s stuttering
King George VI in The King’s Speech
told the Daily Mail newspaper the
Peruvian bear would be computer-
generated, with the rest of the char-
acters played by real actors including
Nicole Kidman.

“Paddington will be computer-gen-
erated, and I will speak his lines with, I
suspect, a slight Peruvian flavour,” Firth,
53, told the Mail.

“Every other character in the film
will be real live human beings.

“But the idea is that Paddington
will have something of me in his DNA
because I'm going to do some sessions
wearing one of those helmets with cam-
eras to capture my face muscles, and all
that data will somehow be incorporated
into Paddington.”

Kidman will play the villain in the

movie spearheaded by David Heyman,
the producer of the Harry Potter movies.

One of the best-loved characters
of classic English children’s literature,
Paddington is known for his duffle-coat,
battered suitcase and love of marmalade
sandwiches.

He is unfailingly polite, but has a
knack for getting into trouble.

Paddington Bear first appeared in
1958 in Michael Bond’s book A Bear
Called Paddington, in which the Brown
family find him sitting in London’s Pad-
dington train station, having made his
way there from “darkest Peru”

The family adopts the bear - who
carries a sign reading “Please Look After
This Bear” - and he goes on to have 20
books’ worth of adventures.

Heyman had announced last year
that he was teaming up with France-
based film studio Studiocanal to update
Paddington’s adventures for the big
screen.

Filming starts in September and
the results are due in cinemas in
November 2014.. - AFP

Dancing for
peace and prizes
in Yangon

LWIN MAR HTUN
lwinmarhtun.mcm(@gmail.com

THE traditional dance-and-comedy
form of anyient will be celebrated this
week in Yangon, with the final round
scheduled for September 21 to mark
International Peace Day.

Spectators will be able to watch
five groups compete daily September
16-18, with the top four overall mov-
ing on to the final round on Saturday.

Comedian Zarganar suggested
the competition to producers Bo Bo
Entertainment, with the caveat that
performers are asked to keep their
jokes to the theme of peace.

Prizes will be awarded in various
categories, with K2 million going to
the first-place winner.

Spectators are welcome to watch
the competitors battle it out - peace-
fully - for the prizes at the National
Theater in Yangon at 5pm. The events

i will also be broadcast live on Sky Net.

Incubating young
film talent

NANDAR AUNG
nandaraung.mcm(@gmail.com

TWO young Myanmar movie direc-
tors have been selected to visit Thai-
land as part of an advanced filmmak-
ing course.

The project, run by the ASEAN-
ROK Film Leaders Incubator Fly
Project 2013, aims to improve young
directors’ skills and help boost the
Asian film industry.

Aung Myat and Ma May Barani
will undergo the training in Thailand
from November 11 to 24.

“This is the first time I applied
for the workshop,” Ma May Barani
said. “The Busan Film Commission
contacted me to say I had been cho-
sen because I’d already been making
music videos.”

“Last year two directors from

Myanmar were selected and one, Wi
Ya, received the Creativity and Artistic
Talent Award. This project is good
for young directors seeking more
knowledge and experience,” said U
Aye Kyuu Lay, vice president of the
Myanmar Motion Picture
Organisation.

The training will take place in
Huahin, Thailand, for 28 trainees
from the 10 ASEAN member coun-
tries plus Japan, Jordan, Korea and
Taiwan.

Last year, The Last Samurai direc-
tor, Edward Zwick led the training
and this year, two directors from
Korea and Thailand will head up the
master classes.

The project is being supported by
AFCNet (Asian Film Commission Net-
work), Thailand Film Office and the
Busan Film Commission (Korea).

Classic M

almar

encyclopedias to be

NUAM BAWI
hknuambawi@dgmail.com

EVEN as Myanmar moves into the
online age, another victory for print
culture has been announced with the
news that a government publisher
will reissue a 15-volume set of ency-
clopedias first published in 1954 and
last issued in 1975.

The historic collection, titled Swe
Sone Kyan (The Encyclopedia) are
being published by Sarpay Beik Man
Library and Bookshop - formerly
the Myanmar Literature Translation
Association - part of the Printing and
Publishing Enterprise of the Ministry
of Information.

Although the publisher has re-
printed one or two volumes in the
past, this is the first time since the
original 21-year run that all 15 will
appear together.

The goal is to keep the historic
works from falling into oblivion, said
the general manager of the Printing
and Publishing Enterprise, U Myo
Myint Maung.

“As the books were published a
long time ago, very few can be found
in the market. And several people
are asking about this book as they
wanted to read it again and want to
use it as a references,” he said, calling
the series “essential” for the develop-
ment of Myanmar literature.

reissued

In all, the volumes cover 4462
subjects, with facts about Myanmar
and the rest of the world. At the
time they were written, an official
from Sarpay Beik Man said, “The
public didn’t really know what an
encyclopedia was. This series of
books is very valuable. This is part
of world literature ... There are not
so many countries that have ency-
clopedias in the world.”

The release will begin with vol-
umes 7, 8 and 14, which were deemed
the most popular and sought-after
editions. The books will cost K3500
each and will be available at Sarpay
Beik Man stores in Yangon, Mandalay
and Nay Pyi Taw.
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cnergy drinks drain health rather than restoring it

CHRISTOPH
» GELSDORF,MD

livingwellmyanmar@gmail.com

A FRIEND recently told me that she
saw a mother giving a child an energy
drink. No doubt the act was well
intentioned, but it made me realise
there is a need for greater public
awareness about what energy drinks
actually are. While to a doctor it is
obviously dangerous to give a child
an energy drink, a mother exposed
to marketing messages describing
increased energy, vitality and stamina
may think she is helping her child
thrive. Unfortunately, the truth is
quite the opposite.

An energy drink is a beverage
that contains stimulant drugs, the
most potent of which are caffeine
and sugar. Although energy drink
companies may advertise a long list of
ingredients - including amino acids,
B-vitamins and herbal additives -
their products are primarily a delivery
device for high amounts of caffeine.
In fact, little or no evidence exists to
show that any energy drink ingredi-
ents other than caffeine or sugar have

a significant physiological effect.

So how much caffeine does an
energy drink have? Unfortunately it
is not always easy to find out. While
companies proudly proclaim all the
other, inactive ingredients, many
don’t list the caffeine content. For
comparison purposes, an average
soda has about 35 milligrams of
caffeine, a black tea has 55mg and
an 8-ounce cup of coffee has 85mg.
Of the energy drinks I found in
Myanmar, a can of Sting has 190mg
of caffeine and Red Bull has 152mg,
while Shark, Royal Lipo, and Cobra
did not give caffeine dosage, either
on their labels or on their product
pages online. Other internationally
available brands include 5-hour En-
ergy (207mg), Rockstar (160mg) and
Monster (160mg).

Energy drinks, then, should not be
confused with sodas (Coca Cola, Max
Cola) or sports drinks (100Plus, Gato-
rade). Although their appearances are
similar and they often sit side by side
on the shelves, the amount of caffeine
in an energy drink is about three
times that of a soda, while sports
drinks primarily contain sugar and
electrolytes.

Public misunderstanding of energy
drinKs is likely driven by how they
are marketed. Energy drinks are
aggressively promoted with claims

that they improve performance,
attention and mood. The following
are some advertising slogans I've
observed in Yangon: “Energize Your
Day With Rocker Energy Drink”;
“Red Bull Energy Drink Decreases
Mental and Physical Strain, Enhance
Performances, Improves Concentra-
tion, Boosts Reaction Speed”; “Take

[he truth Is that
high catfeine
levels of energy
arinks have

a number of
Known harmiul
short-term
effects, including
anxiely

Shark before or after any strenuous
activity for your maximum effective-
ness and performance.” These claims
might lead a consumer to believe the
product is good for you, but in fact
are both medically unsubstantiated
and governmentally unregulated.

Looking past the slogans, the
truth is that the high caffeine levels
of energy drinks have a number of
known harmful short-term effects,
including anxiety, difficulty with sleep
patterns, high blood pressure and a
rapid or irregular heartbeat. People
who consume excessive caffeine on
a daily basis may feel better after an
energy drink, but only because they
are treating caffeine withdrawal.
Consumers unaware of the amount of
caffeine they are ingesting, mean-
while, leave themselves vulnerable to
caffeine poisoning, now recognized as
a major public health threat: uninten-
tional caffeine overdoses can result in
serious illness and in rare cases even
death. Doctors recommend adults
consume less than 500mg of caffeine
per day. People with high blood
pressure, heart problems or trouble
sleeping should limit themselves to a
lower daily dose.

While we wait for the potential
long-term health effects associated
with energy drinks to become clearer
- they haven’t existed long enough for

1 In Myanmar

health data to accumulate - the Unit-
ed States Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) is moving forward with
further regulation of energy drinks. It
has already classified as unsafe drinks
containing both caffeine and alcohol
in 2010. Meanwhile energy drinks

are clearly unsafe for children. A 2011
analysis by the American Academy of
Pediatrics concluded energy drinks
provide no health benefits and that
the known and unknown toxicities

of the ingredients pose an excessive
health risk to children.

Given these facts, it seems
reasonable to expect public health
departments, in Myanmar and in
other countries, to better regulate the
marketing messages of a potentially
harmful product. It’s important to get
the word out about these caffeine-
and-sugar cocktails and clear up the
confusion that can lead a parent to
give her child one under the mistaken
impression it is a good thing.

Christoph Gelsdorf is an American
Board of Family Medicine physi-
cian who sees patients in Yangon
and California. He is an honorary
member of the Myanmar Medical
Association. Reader thoughts and
questions are welcomed.
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AN Australian man has completed

a gruelling run that looped the
world September 13, having done
the equivalent of a marathon a day
for more than 20 months in what he
hopes is a record.

Tom Denniss, 52, began his
endurance test on December 31, 2011
at the Sydney Opera House and since
then has travelled more than 26,000
kilometres (16,200 miles) on foot,
crossing deserts and mountains over
five continents.

His run, which has raised some
US$49,000 for the charity Oxfam,
is yet to be certified but he hopes it
will be a world record - smashing
the current circumnavigation on foot
mark set by Dane Jesper Olsen in
2005 by 40 days, organisers said.

“All the attention is a bit over-
whelming from being out in the
middle of nowhere for so long,” Den-
niss told reporters as he ran across
the finish line at the Opera House to
cheers from a crowd.

The ultra-distance runner said
he put himself up for the arduous
journey for the adventure and “just
to see the world in a very different
way to most people”.

By early this month he had
completed the New Zealand, North
American, South American, Euro-
pean and Asian legs and returning
to Sydney on Friday completed the
Australian section and capped 622
days on the road.

stralian
pletes ro
the-world rur
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“I've always enjoyed being out on
the road in the countryside, and run-
ning ever since I was about 12 years
old,” he said.

“I just thought how can I really
take this to the limit.”

Denniss, who was sponsored by
a digital commerce group, said he
always believed he could finish, but
admitted there were some tough
times, including the sapping heat of
the Australian Outback and perilous
roads in the Andes in South America.

“I almost didn’t make it running
over the Andes,” he said. “The road
was snowed in and I had to try to
get around and I almost fell down a
1000-foot ice cliff.

“I managed to crawl back but it
was such a dangerous situation. I
could have slipped at any moment
and gone over the edge.”

The father-of-two said several
incidents with snakes had made
the run interesting, but the scariest
times were the two occasions when
his wife Carmel, who had driven
each leg with him, had a gun pointed
at her in the United States.

He has no regrets and even his
body has held up well over the dis-
tance, with Denniss saying, “I haven’t
got any niggling pains at all”.

For now, he will take things a
little easier.

“I will have a bit of a rest and I'm
certainly looking forward to celebrat-
ing,” he said. - AFP
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Australian ultra-distance runner Tom Denniss completes his run around the world
on the steps of the Sydney Opera House on September 13, 2013. Photo: AFP

Have songs,
need singers:
May Thaw
offers spot
on her next
album

SONGWRITER May Thaw, whose love
songs have charmed listeners since
1977, is holding a singing contest to
promote new voices - one of whom
will appear her upcoming album.

Thirty competitors will audi-
tion for May Thaw at My Garden
restaurant on October 1 and 2, with
six being chosen for a final round
of competition November 26. The
top three performers will be given
awards: top prize will be K1,000,000,
with consolation prizes being given
out as well.

“I want to show appreciation to
the good singers who really sing the
songs and want to give them a place
they really deserve,” May Thaw said.

That place, for one lucky singer,
will be at May Thaw’s side as she
records her new album.

“I haven’t decided how many songs
he or she will be singing on my new
album. It depends on the winner’s abil-
ity and talent,” said May Thaw.

Prospective songbirds can apply
at the MRTV-4 offices at the corner
of Hanthawady and Pyay Roads in
Yangon until September 26.

The final competition, on Novem-
ber 26, will be broadcast on MRTV-
4, with the final six contestants
singing before a live audience.

- Nandar Aung
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Pashmina goat

clones: Are they

better than the
real thing?

Kashmir's declining Pashmina industry
IS looking to technology to help revive it

SAJJAD QAYYUM

IN his two-room wooden house high in
the beautiful Grace Valley in Kashmir,
Hidayat Ullah weaves at a manual
paddle loom. Asked how he learned the
craft, he gestures to a frail, wizened old
man coughing on a bed in the corner.

“I got this skill from my father,
but now my son is not taking up this
profession. He prefers to work in the
fields and sometimes also works as a
labourer - it’s better money than the
loom,” Hidayat Ullah admits.

Weavers have produced exquisite
shawls in Kashmir for centuries, but
their craft risks are dying out in the
face of cheap foreign imports and
a young generation uninterested in
mastering the skill.

Kashmir gave its name to the soft
cashmere wool that commands huge
prices in the West, but in Hidayat
Ullah’s village there are now only
10 paddle looms, known as kKhadis,
where once there were 100.

Cashmere scarves and sweaters
sell for hundreds of dollars in the
developed world but Hidayat Ullah
takes only 3000 rupees (US$30) for
the 15 days’ labour needed to make a
single shawl.

For centuries the people of Grace
Valley in the Pakistani-administered
part of the Himalayan territory lived
off their livestock, taking their ani-

mals up to high pastures in summer
and bringing them down in Septem-
ber to shear them and spin the wool.

As snow blanketed the valley for
the long months of winter, villagers
confined indoors wove shawls, em-
broidering colourful patterns by hand
before selling them in the spring as
the emerald slopes returned to life.

Now demand among locals is col-
lapsing.

“A hand-woven shawl costs 10,000
rupees ($100) while you can get the
same kind of shawl in the markets for
2000 to 3000 rupees,” weaver Zeenat
Bibi, 32, says.

In the past, the isolation of the
area helped local craftsmen as it was
difficult to bring in goods from out-
side. Now, as communications open
up, things are changing.

“These days second-hand clothes
with new designs, good material and
at cheaper prices are available, so they
want to buy these and this old tradition
is diminishing day by day;” said Fatima
Yaqoob, a lecturer at the Arts and Cul-
tural University of Azad Kashmir.

Government help is needed to
modernise the industry - in particu-
lar to switch from manual to power
looms - and encourage more people
to go into it, she said.

In India, the government has
already stepped in to minimise the
impact of similar problems affecting

Hopes to restore Kashmir’s lagging Pashmina industry lie in Noori, a cloned Pashmina goat in Srinagar, Kashmir. Photo: AFP

the traditional artisans who make
beautiful shawls from special wool
from the Pashmina goat.

It has secured a GI (Geographical
Indication under WTO) mark for the
fabric and the process of shawl mak-
ing and set up a testing laboratory in
Srinagar, the capital of Indian-admin-
istered Kashmir.

Pashmina goats are reared by
nomads in the Changthang area of
Indian Kashmir’s Ladakh, at an alti-
tude of more than 14,000 feet where
winter temperatures can plummet to
minus 50 degrees Celsius.

The finest Pashmina wool is hand-
spun into shawls, usually by women.
Artisans then embroider them with
intricate designs for a finished prod-
uct that can cost thousands of dollars
in the West.

Thousands of Indian Kashmiris
are involved in the Pashmina trade,
but scarce raw materials and an
explosion in fakes worries artisans
and traders, and many have quit the
profession.

“The term Kashmir Pashmina is
being misused by very many people
around the world,” said MS Farooqi,
who heads the Craft Development
Institute in Srinagar.

“The craft of Pashmina making
has such a historical context, exqui-
siteness and uniqueness that it is a
coveted product worldwide... and GI
will help bring it back to the people
and the region it belongs to,” Farooqi
said.

“Kashmir Pashmina will now be
branded as that and restored to the
original creators of the craft.”

But the younger generations are
abandoning Pashminas for jobs with
the government or in the construction
industry in Ladakh.

Last winter some 25,000 Pashmina
goats perished in Changthang in unu-
sually cold weather when their fodder
froze under a thick icy layer of snow
and land routes to the area were cut
off for weeks.

Scientists at the Sher-i-Kashmir
University of Agricultural Sciences

and Technology or SKUAST in Kash-
mir last year succeeded in making a
clone of the Pashmina goat, which
was called Noori.

The aim is to increase productivity
of the Pashmina yielding goats and
to send male clones into the environ-
ment to breed naturally.

Experiments have shown that
while the Pashmina goat can survive
at lower altitudes in Kashmir, they
do not produce the same quality of
Pashmina wool.

“The Pashmina wool produced
by the goat in its natural habitat is
actually a biological response to the
extreme cold weather conditions at
high altitude,” said Sarfaraz Ahmed, a
researcher at SKUAST.

But it’s unclear if science can stop
the market trends.

“Most buyers find it difficult to
distinguish between a fake and a
genuine Pashmina shawl,” shrugged
Mohammad Sadiq Wani, a trader and
exporter of Kashmir handicrafts in
Srinagar. - AFP

On the road to end human trafficking:

‘[ he documentary
really was designed

to look at what are

the current forms of
trafficking, what are
current trends and how
can people ook out
for specific signs that
a trafficking situation

might be going on.”

Matt Love

Campaign manager

THE fight against human traffick-

ing has not finished, MTV EXIT

says, which is why the organisation

- which stands for End Exploitation
and Trafficking - will be hosting three
events in Myanmar next month.

“Following last year’s great con-
cert, where more than 70,000 people
gathered to see Jason Mraz in front of
the Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, we
really want to take out our message
to the communities, where people
live and are the source of human
trafficking instances,” said campaign
manager Matt Love.

The 2013 MTV EXIT Awareness-
raising Road Show will begin in Maw-
lamyine on October 17 and 18 before
moving to Hpa-an on October 19 and
20 and finishing in Pathein on Octo-
ber 25. Each stop will see workshops,
youth training, dramatic performanc-
es and other creative work, including
a concert in each location, with local
performances by Phyu Phyu Kyaw
Thein, Phyo Gi and many more.

As well as being the organiser
of the tour, Love also directed the
recently released documentary M7V
EXIT: China, which features, among
other stories, the fate of a Myanmar
woman caught up in human traffick-
ing.

Shown in Mandarin with English
subtitles,the documentary tells in 36

minutes the true story of three differ-
ent people: Xiao Xiang, a young Chi-
nese boy abducted for illegal adoption
in China; Thein a young Vietnamese
girl trafficked to China as a forced sex
worker; and Kyi Kyi, a woman from
Myanmar’s Ayeyarwady Delta who
was trafficked to China and forced

to marry a Chinese man. The film

is hosted by Chinese superstar Han
Geng.

“The documentary really was de-
signed to look at what are the current
forms of trafficking, what are current
trends and how can people look out
for specific signs that a trafficking
situation might be going on,” said
Love.

He added that recruiters use sev-
eral methods and modes of transport,
with some people often agreeing to
the initial agreement based on false
promises.

“Traffickers prey on those who
dream of a better future,” he said.

When asked how MTV EXIT plans
to reach people in rural and poorer
areas who might not have internet
access or a television, Love said that
are partnering with NGOs like World
Vision who operate in local com-
muniteis and who will help organise
screenings at schools and other
shared spaces.

“We understand that not everyone

TV EXIT

has a TV, not everyone has internet
access, so we try different platforms.
That’s how we address that problem.
Actually, that’s what we are going to
do next month here in Myanmar,”
Love said.

The campaign has helped bring
worldwide attention to the problem
of human trafficking, including the
activism of celebrities such as actor
Angelina Jolie, singer Jared Leto from
30 Second to Mars, and Han Geng,
recently voted Favourite Asian Act at
this year’s 26" Annual Nickelodeon
Kids’ Choice Awards, who has 35 mil-
lion followers on his Weibo account.

Closer to home, Nay Pyi Taw
recently hosted September 14, its first
Myanmar National Day Against Hu-
man Trafficking, where current issues,
updates and programmes on human
trafficking were being discussed.

According to the International
Labour Organization (ILO), there are
20 million modern-day slaves around
the world, more than half of whom
are in Asia. Victims are trafficked
into forced labour, forced sex work
and forced domestic work. With
US$32 billion changing hands every
year, human trafficking is one of the
fastest-growing criminal activities in
the world. For more information or to
watch the documentary online visit
mtvexit.org.



www.mmtimes.com

the pulse 45

Mexican chef brings
Latin American
tastes to Yangon

Chef Ricardo Lujan
new flavours to the

h DOUGLAS
‘ LONG

i

dlong125@gmail.com

RAVINGS for high-quality

French and Italian food

are easy to fulfill in

Yangon, but fine-dining

options for other non-
Asian cuisines have been few and
far between.

The recent arrival in Myanmar
of 34-year-old Mexican chef Ricardo
Lujan is therefore good news for
local gourmands and promises to
inject some much-needed variety
into the city’s culinary scene.

Lujan, who moved to Yangon in
mid-August to take up the position
of executive chef at the Governor’s
Residence, hails from Guadalajara,
which he refers to as the “cradle of
Mexican gastronomy”.

He started cooking at age 17
when he found work at Picasso
Café in his home city, a post that
provided him with a firm basis in
traditional Mexican cookery. Before
long, he also came into contact with
international chefs who were instru-
mental in shaping his approach in
the Kitchen.

“For three years in Guadalajara I
worked with [Japanese chef Suehiro
Fujimura] and learned to be very
careful with quality,” Lujan said. “I
came to understand that if you work
with good ingredients and good
products, you will have a good dish.”

Working with Fujimura also
inspired in Lujan a love of Japa-
nese food. In 2005 he moved to Los
Cabos on the southern end of Baja
California, where he stayed for eight
years and where interacting with

IS bringing new techniques as well as
Kitchens of The Governor's Residence

| really enjoy
my cuising and
my culture,

but It you say
you want o
specialise in
Japanese or
Mexican food,
maybe | want to
be sad because
| don’t want
only Mexican or
ltalian or French
fastes.”

other chefs further expanded his
culinary horizons.

At the same time, working in Los
Cabos - a region where the deep,
cold waters of the Pacific Ocean
provided easy access to “spectacu-
lar kinds of sea fishes, scallops and
lobster” - cemented his

appreciation of traditional, localised
cooking methods.

“Los Cabos is on a peninsula, and
you don’t have a lot of contact with
the Mexican mainland. You need to
work with the locals. It’s back to the
basics,” he said. “All the chefs who
worked there wanted to promote
local food. If you promote the local
food, the local people will support
you, and I think that’s important.”

This combination - expertise in
international techniques coupled
with a healthy respect for local tra-
ditions - bodes well for Lujan’s time
in Myanmar.

“I was attracted to Myanmar by
the culture, which I feel is very simi-
lar to my culture. It’s not commer-
cialised, and the people here have a
really good attitude,” he said.

One of Lujan’s first, and most im-
portant, orders of business has been
developing a new menu for Man-
dalay Restaurant at the Governor’s
Residence. He said that even though
he needed to import key ingredients
such as high-quality olive oil, choco-
late, flour and whipped cream, he
wanted to rely as much as possible
on local Myanmar products.

“I’'ve been to the local markets
in Yangon several times already,
and for me it’s like being a child in
Disneyland. I see the ingredients
and so many things are new for me,”
he said.

“I want to find the local flavours.
For example, one thing I really
like is the fermented tea leaves,
which I'm thinking of using to
make an emulsion. Yes, we live in
a globalised world ... but I'm really
happy working with local [tradi-
tions]”

He said the new menu, which
he plans to introduce at Mandalay
Restaurant in early October, will
be “interesting” for hotels guests as

Chef Lujan and his team at The Governor’s Residence. Photo: Boothee

Chef Ricardo Lujan with one of his culinary creations. Photo: Boothee

well as for residents of Yangon.

“I think it’s going to be a high-
light for the Governor’s Residence
if I put some Mexican items on the
menu, including some Mexican de-

and dried corn crackers.

But even before the new menu
is introduced, Yangon gastronomes
can enjoy the creation of Chef
Lujan at the Latin American Wine

I've been to the local markeats
In Yangon several times alreaay,
and for me it's like being a
child in Disneyland. | see the
ingredients and so many things

are new for me.’

tails for the breakfast. I come from a
spicy culture, and in Myanmar I can
find a lot of spices,” he said, adding
that he would also like to give a
“Mexican touch” to weddings that
are held in the hotel’s garden area.

But don’t expect Lujan to limit
his focus to Mexican tastes, as he
plans to draw on all of his past
experiences as a chef.

“I really enjoy my cuisine and my
culture, but if you say you want to
specialise in Japanese or Mexican
food, maybe I want to be sad be-
cause I don’t want only Mexican or
Italian or French tastes,” he said.

“I really enjoy making sushi, but
I like making risotto too, and maybe
I like to make it with mole [spiced
sauce] inside the risotto. I need to
make my own proposals, but I've
also got to respect the techniques
and the ingredients.”

New menu items to look forward
to will include Ngapali lobster
served with avocado-pomegranate
guacamole and stuffed chillies with
dried shrimp and plantains; and
local goat braised in lager beer and
dried in the oven, and accompanied
by green tomato-coriander roe salsa

Dinner at the Governor’s Residence
on September 20.

The event kicks off at the hotel’s
Kipling Bar with margaritas and
micheladas - a “prepared” beer that
often includes lime juice and vari-
ous spices served in a chilled, salt-
rimmed glass - followed by a wine
dinner showcasing Latin American
wine and food.

Lujan’s personal touch is read-
ily apparent in the dinner’s menu,
whose selections include seabass
tiradito (sashimi-like raw fish in
spicy sauce) served with smoked
corn Kkernels, coriander microgreen,
sweet potato crisps and red chili-
citrus; chorizo y frijol (dried spicy
sausage with bean salad and truf-
fles); and churrasco (slow-cooked
top sirloin) with chimichurri sauce
and papas arrieras.

Each dish will be paired with a
specially selected wine from Chile or
Argentina.

The dinner is US$87 per person,
and reservations can be made by
contacting Miguel Menezes (fb-
mgr@governorsresidence.com), the
food and beverage manager at the
Governor’s Residence.
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SUDOKU PACIFIC

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
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Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

WELL-FURNISHED By pennis Quacalm

ACROSS DOWN 21 chi (martial art 42 They march in lines

1 Switzerland’s __
Leman
4 Perform
better than
9 Babble on and on and
on
“That turns my
stomach!”
Same-old,
same-old
Haunting
Pasture
Nightclub
gadabout
Condos, e.g.

Beauts

Entertainer’s advocate
Officeholder who
accomplishes little

In the open air
American’s Olympics
cheer

Bath basin

Tyne or Timothy
Some spreads

City on the lllinois river
Bodybuilder’s unit
Artist Jean

National Spelling Bee
rarity
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form)

24 One lacking social
graces

25 “Thundercats” creature

27 Sort

28 Full-time channel
surfer

29 Artist ____de

Toulouse-Lautrec

Prolonged gaze

It may be found on a

lobe

34 Doris Day lyric

35 First-class

37 Resident of a country

31
33

46
49
50
52
54

In an angry way
Radio personality
Pudding starch
Partook of

Crazy people, in
Mexico
Tight-fisted one, in
slang

Ordain

Antarctic bird
Indian lentil dish
Airport posting (abbr.)
Respectful title in
India

Set of supplies

3

7

4 1

2

8

6

8
4
9

Part of MYOB
Viral varieties
Stoolie

Adds a lane 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Some victories
for Ali

Where to get

fab abs

One of the

Muses

Kick without

a tee

Makes a

blunder

Serious play
Eggshell-like color
Coating of ice

or frost

Swiss capital?
Didn’t go seek
Makes right
Catch in a snare
Terrible trial
Animated
Springfield minor
leaguer
Hollywood
clashers

____ place (locate)
People working in
cubicles

Wanted poster
letters

Lobbies with glass
ceilings

Black thrush

Pulp fiction
gumshoe
Nonclerical

group

Overly
sentimental
Dinner plate
scraping

DILBERT

on the Arabian Sea
40 Drop in the mailbox

13 Always, to an old poet
19 Piece of beefcake

Clairvoyant’s claim
66 Opposite of “nope”
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DIFFICULTY RATING: %y vy
By DAVID
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HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters
spell the Wonderword.

GOSSIPS
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39

44
58

Solution: 9 letters

67

68

69
70

71

68 70

72

71 73

73

BY SCOTT ADAMS

T THOUGHT
YOU WERE ON
THE RUN FOR
HACKING THE

GOVERNMENTS l
DATABASES.

DID YoU
G VE
ANY —
THING?

| BUT THEY FORGOT TO
RESET THEIR PASSWORDS,
SO I DELETED MY CASE
FILE AND GAVE MYSELF
A TAX BREAK.

YOU'RE
THE NEW
FACE ON
PENNIES.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com
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About, Article, Asking, Behavior, Chat, Confuse, Critic, Crowd,
Current, Disturbing, Doubt, Events, Fans, Funny, Goal,
Group, Guess, ldea, Joke, Lies, Listen, Magazine, Name,
Neighbors, News, Odds, Opinion, Phone, Plot, Public, Radio,
Reputation, Reveal, Rumble, Scandal, Source, Spread, Star,
Story, Subject, Surprising, Tabloid, Topic, Verify, Wacky

To purchase WONDERWORD books,
visit wonderword.universaluclick.com or call 1-800-642-6480.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

WHAT A DAL T FEEL
LIKE TVE BEEN RUN
ONER BY A TRAWN.
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SEE? NOU SHouLd
ALWAYS SAVE
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Laugh all the way to the bank when you rent this space.

The tea break page is being re-formatted in readiness for our move to a daily cycle. It may look something like this in the future.
Our market research shows that a page like this attracts a large number of readers, who loyally read it every day.
Ring Khin Thandar Htay our National Sales Director to book this space permanently and

laugh all the way to the bank with the extra business coming in your door.

Telephone us now on +951 392 928
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elebrate seafood with salt-and-pepper squid

PHYO'S
COOKING
ADVENTURE

phyocooking@gmail.com

HIS month I am planning

to cook seafood. Let’s start

with my family’s favourite:

salt-and-pepper squid. In

Australia you’ll see this dish
on the menu everywhere from your
local Chinese take-away shop to fine
dining establishments serving mod-
ern cuisine. As my husband doesn’t
like coating the squid in a heavy bat-
ter, we've experimented to get a thin-
ner crust when we make it at home.
The recipe below is one we stick with
as we're happy with the results.

Another family favourite, and a
great side dish for any meal, is an
Italian recipe for grilled capsicums
(peppers). We tend to make lots at
once and keep them in the fridge.
They’1l last for two weeks and you can
put them on sandwiches, in salads, or
alongside bbq or steak.

SALT-AND-PEPPER SQUID
(SERVES 6)

3 medium squid/calamari (about
1kg in total)

14 cup all-purpose flour

2 teaspoons salt

1 teaspoon Chinese five-spice or
Chinese masala

1 teaspoon ground white pepper

1 teaspoon ground Sichuan pepper
or ground black pepper

4 cloves garlic, crushed

3-4 sprigs coriander

L

Grilled capsicums (peppers) with garlic.

Photo: Phyo

1 cup vegetable oil
soy sauce (to serve)

To clean the squid, squeeze the
tube and let the beak (which is like a
hard plastic sheet) fall out. Slice with
a sharp knife and let all the sludge
out, then wash well.

Cut the tentacles and wash well.
Drain squid until nearly dry.

Mix flour, salt, five-spice, and
white and dark pepper in a big bowl.

Pat squid with kitchen paper to
dry and score the tube/body diago-
nally in opposite directions. Cut into
4cm cubes. Cut the tentacles into
bit-sized pieces.

Add all to bowl and coat with the
flour and pepper mixture.

Add vegetable oil to wok and heat
high enough to deep-fry. Gently shake
extra mixture off squid and drop into
the hot oil. Don’t fry too long or the
squid will curl up. If the oil becomes
too hot, turn down for a few minutes
then turn back up. When the squid
starts to turn a golden colour, remove
from oil and lay on kitchen paper to
soak up excess oil.

Once all the squid is fried, add
garlic to the wok and fry until golden
and crunchy. If you like spice, dice red
chilli and fry alongside the garlic for a
couple of minutes. Remove garlic and
let drain on Kkitchen paper.

To serve, lay the fried squid on a
plate and garnish with fried garlic,
chilli and coriander. For dipping,
provide soy sauce, or soy sauce with
garlic and chilli.

GRILLED CAPSICUMS WITH GARLIC
(SERVES 6)

2 red capsicums (peppers)

2 yellow capsicums (peppers)

5 cloves garlic

Salt-and-pepper squid. Photo: Phyo

Remove tops from all capsicums;
halve and deseed. Lay halves skin-side-
up and squash with hands to flatten.

Grill capsicums with skins facing
heat over flame, on pan, or in griller at
140-160C for 10-15 minutes. Times may
vary so keep an eye on them. The goal is
for the skins to puff up. When ready re-
move from heat and let cool on a plate.

‘When capsicums are cool to the
touch, remove and discard skins.
Crush garlic and sprinkle over capsi-
cums. Drizzle with olive oil.

You can eat right away or save
for later by layering them in a bottle,
filling it with oil until fully immersed
and refrigerating. They’ll be good for
up to two weeks, and you can reuse
the leftover oil later for salads.

TIPS

Make sure squid pieces are dry
before adding to the bowl, as the
mixture will stick better that way.
Corn flour can be used as a substitute
for wheat flour.

To check whether oil is hot enough
for frying, dip the tip of a wooden
chopstick or spatula into the oil. If it’s
ready, you will see small bubbles form
around the tip.

FOODIE QUOTE

“I'm on a seafood diet. I see food
and I eat it”

- Author unknown

NEXT WEEK
September seafood continues

Wine Review

Oxford Landing
Shiraz 2011

Surprisingly
smooth for a
full-bodied wine,
this shiraz isn’t
as spicy as many
Australian wines.
Strong berry
flavours with a
vanilla finish, it's
good value for
money.

7/10

K13 000

Yalumba
Vermentino 2011

Medium-
bodied and

cream yellow

in colour, the wine
promises crisp apples
and sherbet notes,
but fails to deliver
on balance. Too tart
and too sour.

4/10

k17, 00

Yangon’s best Kachin food demands overindulgence

DOUGLAS LONG
dlong125(@gmail.com

THERE are a couple of inexpensive
restaurants in Yangon where the food
is so good that, despite constant crav-
ings, I can only bring myself to visit
once a month. This is because every
time I go to these places, I tend to
lose all sense of self-control and end
up eating way more than I should.

One of these gluttony-inducing
establishments is Jing Hpaw Myay,
which is easily the best Kachin res-
taurant in the city. Located on a side
street just off Bargayar Road in San-
chaung township, the venue is small
and no-frills - just a dining room
with a few tables, plus photographs
of Kachin State hanging on the walls
- but the atmosphere is friendly and
welcoming.

However, it’s the food that is the
big draw. The foundation of every
meal I eat at Jing Hpaw Myay is
shat jam (K1600), a type of Kachin
steamed rice deliciously flavoured
with chicken, vegetables and special

herbs imported from Myanmar’s far
north. An order of shat jam could
constitute a meal in and of itself, but
that wouldn’t be conducive to mas-
sive overindulgence, would it?
Inevitably, I also order the
steamed fish with banana leaves
(K1500), typically made using carp
that has been marinated in a pesto-
like mixture of acacia leaves, corian-
der, basil, chilli, ginger, garlic, peanut
oil and soy bean paste. The fish is
then wrapped in banana leaves and
steamed for about 20 minutes, result-
ing in an irresistibly spicy treat.
Beef, in one form or another, also
usually figures into my personal
Jing Hpaw Myay equation, either
dried pounded beef with garlic and
ginger (K1500) or shredded beef with
raw garlic slices and green chillies
(K1500). The latter dish has a much
stronger flavour, but the chillies can
be left out if you don’t like spicy
foods.
Vegetables? The Kachin-style
mashed potatoes (K2500) are excel-
lent, but don’t expect fluffy,
creamy Western-style
potatoes; these are dense,
gluey and very

filling.

One of Jing Hpaw Myay’s beef treats. Photos: Douglas Long

For something a bit different, try
the tomato and rock ginger salad
(K2000), which is extremely tangy,
even pleasantly medicinal.

The ginger grows wild on
dripping-wet rocks in the forests of
Kachin State and is brought down to

Yangon specially for the salad.

The rock water is said by locals
\ to harbour the perfect pH

balance for promoting good
health, immunity and

longevity - according to
Kachin folklore, Queen
Victoria, upon hearing
about these proper-
ties, had the water
bottled and sent to
her in England.

The drink selection
at Jing Hpaw Myay is
fairly typical of Yangon restau-
rants, including soft drinks and beer.
But one special treat is Kachin rice

wine (K1200), which is pinkish in col-
our and served in bamboo cups. This is
not the painfully strong rice wine found
in Chinese restaurants or in Shan State;
it actually boasts a discernibly pleasing
taste, and makes a fine accompaniment
to any Kachin meal.

Jing Hpaw Myay

2B Kyun Taw Street, Sanchaung
township, Yangon
Tel 01-524-525, 09-420247034

Food: 10
Drink: 8
Service: 8
Atmosphere: 8
X-factor: 8
Value for money: 10

Total Score: 8.7/1 0
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Daw Win Win Tint Melody

KMD graduation ceremony

Lotteria new ambassador’s ceremony

Authorities and attendees

Sai Sai Kham Hlaing is the new
Lotteria ambassador

Casabella Dining furniture launch

U Wai Lwin and attendees

b

L Khun Yeé

Mg Myo Min

Tin Moe Lwin

Oriflame Day press conference

Thandar Aung, Mr Nima Khoei and Yu Thandar Zaw
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NYEIN
EIEIHTWE

nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

WITH the sun shining intermittently, Socialite has been making the
most of heading out and about - after all, make hay while the sun
shines, right? It’s a shame so many film festivals happened in a week
where the rain seemed to stop during the day, but Socialite managed
to attend most of the screenings. Her social program this past week
has also been filled with catching up with friends at events like the
Clear Men shampoo lucky draw at Park Royal hotel, and even a gradu-
ation ceremony. On September 6, she attended the Casabella Dining
Furniture sale promotion at the 9 Mile office and then she popped
into the press conference of Miss Universe at Kandawgyi Palace Hotel.
On the weeken of September 7, she joined her friends to go to the
Kanebo cosmetics launch at Taw Win Centre before going to meet
with Sai Sai Kham Leng who was acting as the Lotteria Brand Ambas-
sador at Sedona hotel. But it wasn’t all soirees in entertainment and
partying, with Socialite on the same day managing to pledge her sup-
port against human trafficking at the Wall of Pledge event.

Clear Men lucky draw event

LR
» e
A

o 5“ ;

ALt
Vic Gutierrez

U Ye Myat Aung

Watch Docs Film Fest

Sarah E. Hutchison and Daw Myat Sann Nyein

Ma Ei Shwe Sin Win and Ma Aye Myat Mon Ko Zin Lay

Satrajit Sardar

Kanebo new products launch

J

Hé Lay and family Ko Tun and Wut Hmohe Shwe Ye

Enzyplex promotes
good digestion, good hutrition
and good metabolism.
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Figt | Days | Dep | Ar Flight Days | Dep | Ar Flight Days | Bep | Ar YH737 37 1115 1240 Flight Days | Dep | Ar
6T 401 1 700 755 Y5233 Daily 810 925 YJ 891 Daily 745 815 K7 826 26 1145  13:00 YH 634 13457 1125 1325
FMI AT 12345 730 830 YJ 892 123456 830 1025 YH917 Daly 745 1045 W9129 123 1445 1555 K7320 Daily 1130 1335
AL ¥ L0 | B YH918 Dally 840 1045  vjiaywe7143 123 835 1045 W9129 4567 1430 1540

YJUIWOTIS 123 920 1045 yyumwg7i43 4567 805 1045 OTS0VKT24  Daily 1430 1540 YANGON TO THANDWE

Al ! 1530 1630 eragpkrz3 234567 855 1055 g Daly G065 1100 K7 224 Daly 1430 1545 Figt | Days | Dep | A

FMI C1 12345 1630 17:30 . . . ; ; ! : :
K7 223 Daily 855  11:00 K7222/6T401 234567 805 1055 YH731 Daily 14:30 1555 6T 605 5 11:15 1210
6T 607 1

W9 201 456,7 910 11:05 . ) 1230 1505
Fight | Days | Dep | Ar M e YH732 Dally 1725 1845 HEUOIDIRCON

W9 201 123 95 1120 _ - THANDWE TO YANGON
EMI A2 6 i Y5132 3567 930 10:30 W12 7 T o YJ 892 1,2,3,f1,5,6 915 1025 Das s 10
: : K7 227 24 1035  12:00 : : 6T402/K7223 234567 945 10:55 6T 608 1 1520 16:15
FMI A2 ! LEEL UL K7 225 Daily 1745 1900 :
FMI C2 12345 1800 19:00 K7 627 15 10:55  12:20 K7223 Daily 945  11.00
YJ 202 124 1130 1225 W9 201 4567 955 1105 D St A I
YANGON TO MANDALAY YH 834 17 1200 1325 Lo B8 TUDL) L W9 201 123 1000 1120 omestic AiIrines
Figt | Days | Dep | Ar YH 832 35 1230 1355 Fight | Days | Dep | Ar | 6T 402 1 1050 1200 [ Ltd, W)
W9512 3 600 805 YJ 762 6 1235  14:00 YJ2n y IR | R K7 829 135 13:50 15.05 Tel : 513322, 5134é2, 504888, Fax : 515102
YJ 891 123456 610 815 K7 845 247 1250 1600 yan 5 700 950 W9120 13 1500 1210 | A KBz (K7)
YH917 Daily 610 840 YJ 202 3 1530 17:25 YJ 4 6:30 950 YJ 762 124 1550 1800 | Tel:372977~80,533030~39 (Airport)
g b r Fax: 372983
Y5234 Daiy 615 730 W9120 13 1545 17:10 YJ201 12 700 950 YJ 762 6 1150 14:00 =
6T40VKT222 234567 630 835 YJ 762 124 1635 1800 K7 844 247 730 1105 W9 129 123 1610 1900  |AirMandalay (6T)
K7 222 Daily 630 840 ’ Tel : (Head Offl‘ce] 501520, 525488,
YH 732 Daily 16:40 1845 W9 251 2 10:30 1325 YJ 752/W9 7752 3 16:55 1805 Fax: 525937. Airport: 533222~3, 09-73152853.
YJ 201 4 E 72 . Fax: 533223.
K; 626 15 222 : 12 W9 129 4586,7 16:40 1845 K7 624 Daily 10:30 1325 W9 129 4567 1555  18:45 ax
’ : : y . ) : - ! : Asian Wings (YJ)
- 2 R YH728 15 16:45  18:10 YJ 201 3 1100 1350 YH 731 Dally 1555 1845 | S S ks 0971 59913
B b - b Fax: 951532333
Va0 " v YJ725W9TT52 7 1650 1815 YH728 15 1600 1810 ax
vJ 211 57 700 825 6T 502/K7 225 Daily 16:50  19:00 MYITKYINA TO YANGON 6T 501/K7 224 Daily 16:00 19:00 Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
< : < § H ’ . A y ’ Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999,
YIUIWETI3 123 700 905 K7 225 Daily 1650 19:00 Flight ‘ Days ‘ Dep ‘ Arr K7 224 Daily 1600 1900 | Teb 759400846
W9 251 Daily 700 905 W9129 123 16:55  19:00 YJ 202 3 14:05 17:25 YH 738 37 16:40  18:50
: : . i ; ] i Yangon Airways(YH)
6T 401 1 7:00  9:40 K7625 Daily 1710 1835 YJ 211 57 10:05 1325 K7 827 26 1725 1840 Tel: (+95-1) 383 100, 383 107, 700 264,
YH 833 1,7 730 9:10 YH 738 37 1725 1850 K7 625 Daily 1540 1835 YANGON TO SITTWE ;MI Air (tI.harter - Sales &
g ; W9 511 2 1730 1935 i eservations
wo20 2 i W9 252 2 16:05  19:00 Flight Days Dep | Arr Tel: (95-1) 240363, 240373 / (+95-9) 421146545
YH 831 35 800 940 W9 252 2 1735 19:00 6T 611 247 1100 1225
8M 6603 247 900 1010 YJ75MW97752 5 1750 1915 6T 605 5 1115 1315
YJ751W9 7751 37 10:00 11:55 YH730 246 1800 1925 — ‘ 0 ‘ 0 ‘ A K7 426 Daily 1230 1350
" " i ays ep rr _ A
YJ761 11030 1225 YH917 . T 6T 607 1 1230 1355 | OT=AIrMandalay
; d aily ; i A
W9 251 2 10:30  11:55 YANGON TO NYAUNG U . TR e W9 = Air Bagan
gl 2R D Flight Days | Dep | Ar S 2’3'4'5'6'7 6:30 9:30 SITT WE TO YANGON 1= il Birig s
W 7?1\’2\:)9 7151 ; 10‘22 12'25 YH917 Daly 610 745 ) ' |; ’ I’ — ' Flight Days | Dep | Ar [EEANASIANICH
1 11 12: i : i q
- T 5: YJ 891 Daly 610 730 s | b ] REL 67612 247 1245 1410 | YH=Yangon Aiways
WEwersi 5 ngo iz CTOVKIZ2 234567 630 750 Y761 R i 6T612 36 1315 1440 | FMI=FMIAR Charter
: . K7222 Dail 30 7 61401 1 OO RI03 6T 606 5 1335 1500 |Y5=Golden Myanmar Airlines
aily 6:30 50
YJ 601/ W9 76016 1100 1225 W9201 4567 730 940 ,
i 5 5 1zgs  YMYWETIZ 123 700 820 oo e Lo | K7 427 Daily 1405 1525 Subject to change
YHT27 15 1115 1325 6T 401 1 0 8% ~ 61,608 ! Uiy | ik without notice
YH729 246 1115 1415 el L R A a2l R
YHT31 Daly 1430 1640 W9 129 4567 1430 1710  YJ7SIWTST 37 10:00 11:10 YANGON TO MYEIK Day - Thursdoy
W9 129 123 1445 16:40 6T501/K7224  Daily 1430 17:20 w9119 13 10:30 11:40 Flight Days | Dep | Arm = Monday = Friday
K7 224 Daily 1430 1635 YH 731 Daily 1430 17:25 YJ 761 124 1100 1210 K7319 Dally 700 905 = Tuesday = Saturday
. = Wednesday = Sunday
6T501/K7224  Daily 1430 1635 K7 224 Daily 1430 1725  YJ751/W97751 5 1100 1210 YH 633 13457 700 915

www.tourismguide.com.mm

To advertise

quartely guide to
L hotels, restaurants, LOGISTICS MEDIA SERVICES CO,LTD.
shopping centres and YANGON HEADQUARTER:

m&*@l& as well as Tel: (951) 554776, 559768, 8604273- 74
up-to-date information Fax: (951) 559768
?n:POPUIGr tourist Email: mmmsales@logimedia.com.mm

destinations. MANDALAY BRANCH:
Tel: (952) 74460, (959) 91023733,

91024733, 2036302
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK
Figts | Days | Dep | Ar
PG 706 Daily 715 9:30
8M 335 1,2,34,7 9:00 10:45
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45
PG 702 Daily 10:30  12:25
TG 302 Daily 1455  16:50
8M 331 156 16:30 1815
PG 704 Daily 1820 20:15
Y5 237 Daily 1805 1950
TG 306 Daily 1945 2140
YANGON TO DON MUENG
Flights Days De Arr
FD 2752 Daily 8:30 10:20
FD 2754 Daily 1750  19:35
YANGON TO SINGAPORE
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar_|
MI509 16 0:25 5:00
8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 Daily 1010 1440
SQ 997 Daily 1025 1445
8M 6232 Daily 11:30  16:05
3K 586 Daily 11.30  16:05
MI 517 Daily 1640 2115
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
| Flights | Days | Dep | At |
8M 501 1,36 7:50 11:50
AK 1427 Daily 8:30 12:50
MH 741 Daily 1215 16:30
MH 743 Daily 1545  20:.00
YANGON TO BEWING
Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar
CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 1415 21:55
YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
Flights Days De Arr
8M 711 47 8:40 13:15
(CZ 3056 3,6 11:20 1550
(CZ 3056 15 1740 2215
YANGON TO TAIPEI
Cl7916 1,2,3,5,6 1050 16:15
YANGON TO KUNMING
| Flights | Days | Dep | At |
MU 2012 13 1220 1835
MU 2032 24,5,6,7 1440 18.00
CA 906 23467 1415 1735
YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
Flights Days | Dep | Ar
W9 9607 47 1420 16:10
YANGON TO HANOI
| Flights | Days | Dep | At |
VN 956 1,35,6,7 1910  21:30
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
Figts | Days | Dep | Ar
VN 942 24,7 1425 1710
YANGONTO DOHA
| Flights | Days | Dep | At |
QR 619 145 8:15 11:15
YANGON TO PHNOM PENH
Figts | Days | Dep | Ar
8M 403 3,6 16:50 1915
YANGON TO SEOUL
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar_|
0Z770 47 0:35 910
KE 472 Daily 23:35 08:05+1
YANGON TO HONG KONG
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar_|
KA 251 1,2,4,6 1:10 6:00
YANGON TO TOKYO
Figts | Days | Dep | Ar
NH 914 1,3,6 21:30 06:40+1
YANGON TO KOLKATA
| Flights | Days | Dep | At |
Al 228 15 1405 1505
MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
Fights: | Days | Dep | Ar
TG 782 2,357 9:30 11:55
MANDALAY TO DON MUENG

Flights Days ) Arr
FD 2761 Daily 1245  15.00
MANDALAY TO KUNMING
Fights: | Days | Dep | Arm
MU 2030 Daily 1440 1720
BANGKOKTO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
8M 336 12345 6:15 7:00
TG 303 Daily 7:55 8:50
PG 701 Daily 8:50 9:40
TG 301 Daily 13.00 1345
PG 703 Daily 1645 17:35
TG 305 Daily 1750 1845
8M 332 Daily 1915 20:.00
PG 705 Daily 2015 21:30
Y5238 Daily 2110 2155
DON MUENG TO YANGON
Fights: | Days | Dep | Am
FD 2751 Daily 715 8:00
FD 2753 Daily 16:35 17:20
SINGAPORETO YANGON
Fights: | Days | Dep | Arm
SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
3K 585 Daily 9:10 10:40
8M 6231 Daily 910 10:40
8M 232 Daily 1325 1450
MI 518 Daily 1420 1545
Y5234 Daily 1535 17:.05
MI 520 5,7 2210  23:35
BEIJING TO YANGON
Fights | Days | Dep | Arm
CA 905 2,3,4,6,7 8:05 13:15
KAULA LUMPURTO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
AK 1426 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 740 Daily 1006 1115
8M 502 1,3,6 1250 1350
MH742 Daily 1330  14:40
GUANGZHOUTO YANGON
Flights Days | Dep | Ar
CZ 3055 3,6 8:40 10:30
CZ 3055 15 1445  16:35
8V 712 47 1415 1550
TAIPEITO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
Cl7915 1,2,3,5,6 7:00 9:55
KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days | Dep | Ar
MU 2011 1F3) 8:20 11:30
CA 905 2,34,6,7 1240 1315
MU 2031 2,4,5,6,7 1330 1355
CHIANG MAITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Ar
W9 9608 47 1720 1810
HANOITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:35 1810
HO CHIMINH CITY TO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
VN 943 247 1140 1325
BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Fights: | Days | Dep | Arm
TG 781 2,35,7 7:25 8:50
DOHATO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
QR 618 34,7 21:05 07:00+1
PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
Fights: | Days | Dep | Arm
8M 404 3,6 2015 2140
SEQOULTO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
KE 471 Daily 1840 22:30
07769 3,6 1950 2325
TOKYO TO YANGON
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
NH 913 1,36 10:30 15:30
HONG KONG TO YANGON
Fights: | Days | Dep | Arm
KA 250 1S4 21:45 2330

KOLKATATO YANGON
Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
Al 227 15 10:35 1320
DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Figs | Days | Dep | Ar
FD 2760 Daily 1050 12115
i KUNMING TOMANDALAY
| Flights | Days | Dep | At |
MU 2029 Daily 1355 1350

AIl ASIa (FU)
Tel: 251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
Tel : 253597~98, 254758. Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Condor (DE)
Tel: + 951 -370836 up to 39 (ext : 810)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, Fax : 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999,
Fax: 01 860 4051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 Fax :
261124

Myanmar Airways International(8M)
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
Tel: 255 287~9, Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel : 25549 1~6, Fax : 255223

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
Fax : 255086, Tel 255066/ 255088/ 255068.

Qatar Airways (Temporary Office)
Tel: 01-250388, (ext: 8142, 8210)

International

FD & AK = Air Asia

TG = Thai Airways

8M = Myanmar Airways International

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

PG = Bangkok Airways
MI = Silk Air
VN = Vietnam Airline

MH = Malaysia Airlines
CZ = China Southern
Cl = China Airlines

CA = Air China

KA = Dragonair

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

IC = Indian Airlines Limited
W9 = Air Bagan

3K = Jet Star

Al = Air India

QR = Qatar Airways

KE = Korea Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways
DE = Condor Airlines
MU=China Eastern Airlines

BR = Eva Airlines

DE = Condor
Al = Air India
Subject to change
without notice

Day 4 = Thursday
1 = Monday 5 = Friday
2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday

QUFU

Confucius makes
comeback at
Chinese tables

CAROL HUANG

EVERED for centuries but
reviled in recent decades,
Confucius is making a
comeback in China - and
on its dinner plates.

“Confucius cuisine” is a fine-dining
trend that reflects how the ruling
Communist party - which long saw
the sage as a reactionary force - has
drafted him into its modern cam-
paign to boost what President Xi
Jinping has called China’s “cultural
soft power”.

One of the few ancient Chinese
names to have global recognition, the
philosopher highlights bonds with
overseas Chinese and other Asian
nations, and his moniker has been
adopted for more than 300 language-
teaching “Confucius Institutes” in 90
countries.

The authorities are “going back
and finding certain elements that
existed before the 20™ century” and
“exploiting Confucius as a brand”,
says Thomas Wilson, a professor at
Hamilton College in New York.

Among restaurants in Qufu in
the eastern province of Shandong
- where the philosopher known in
Chinese as Kong Zi lived from 551 BC
to 479 BC - the cuisine is an edible
symbol of the way the writer has been
reworked.

“Book of Odes and Book of Rites
Ginkos”, a dense, mildly sweet
dessert named after two Confucius
classics, is a yellow pea flour “book”
topped with nuts and drizzled with
honey.

In another dish, radishes carved
into exquisite trees reflect his saying
that “food can never be too fine and
cooking never too delicate”

The philosopher’s teachings of

hierarchy, order and deference had
deep resonance in the feudal societies
of China and the region.

Tens of generations of his descend-
ants lived at the sprawling Confucius
Residence complex in Qufu, enjoy-
ing close ties with a succession of
emperors, along with ever bigger land
grants and hereditary titles.

But that privileged world disap-
peared in the 20" century, as Japan
invaded the country and the Com-
munists won the civil war.

“The Cultural Revolution cut off
nearly four generations,” laments
Wang Xinglan, who was commis-
sioned by the commerce ministry to
rediscover Confucius cuisine in the
1980s and now heads the Shandong
Cuisine Research Association.

Today’s dishes supposedly draw
from those developed over the
centuries at the residence in Qufu,
but that leaves plenty of room for
interpretation among enterprising
restaurateurs.

A couple running Confucian
Home-Cooking - one of many hole-in-
the-wall eateries in Qufu advertising
authentic traditional dishes - serves
Confucius Residence Tofu for 30 yuan
(US$4.60) and egg soup for five yuan.

On the wall hangs a C rating from
the sanitation bureau.

Meanwhile down the street the
luxury Shangri-La hotel - where dish-
es run as high as 680 yuan - boasts
an artistic Confucius feast reimagin-
ing “Book of Odes and Book of Rites
Ginkgos” as a snow pear carved with
the word “poetry”.

Professor Wilson points out that
“the first motive for reviving any of
these things is to make money.

“The so-called Confucius cuisine is
part of the opening up of the tourist
industry in China,” he says. - AFP

The Confucius fine-dining trend reflects changing attitudes in the ruling
Communist party which long saw the sage as a reactionary force. Photo: AFP



52 the pulse international

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 16 - 22, 2013

Tears of release: Crying
groups help relieve stress

KOHEI TSUJISAKA

T’S long been known that a good
cry can do wonders for the soul,
helping us purge bottled emotion
and to feel renewed.

These days, there are even
events where participants intentional-
ly cry as a form of therapy. I attended
one in Osaka this summer to experi-
ence this interesting event first-hand.

Sitting at a bar in the city, I
noticed a man dabbing his eyes after
taking off his glasses; the woman
sitting next to him was covering her
mouth with a handkerchief in grief.

Although this sounds like it could
be the scene of a couple bidding
farewell, it is in fact a scene from an

1 can't [ery]

in front of my
family, but |
can sately weep
when strangers
are shedding
lears around
me’

Ruikatsu participant

event called ruikatsu kansai. Rui
means tears and katsu means activi-
ties. Kansai refers to the region.

About 20 participants, from
primary school children to people in
their 60s, attended the event organ-
ized by Yuko Izumi, 36, who works in
the entertainment industry.

The event began with a reading
from an illustrated book, which fol-
lows the story of a group of animals
mourning the death of their badger
colleague.

Next, the lights were dimmed and
on a screen we watched video clips
depicting family love and pet loss.

At first, I was doubtful that this
method would really make anyone
start crying. But then I began to hear
sounds of sniffling around me.

After watching the images on the
screen, a male public employee, 40,
whose eyes were puffy from crying,
said, “I automatically started think-
ing of my cat who I had for a long
time.”

Ruikatsu was first suggested by
Hiroki Terai, 33, an event planner
for divorce ceremonies who lives in
Chiba Prefecture.

Terai has seen many men and
women shed tears during divorce
ceremonies, and then feel better after-
ward. “I realised that crying is good
for mental detoxing,” he said.

In January this year, Terai began
hosting ruikatsu events in ToKyo.
About 30 people gathered to cry.
Because of the high-stress society we
live in, news of the event travelled
and more people started attending,
and similar events began popping up
at various venues around the country,
Terai said.

I wasn’t entirely convinced that

Participants dab their eyes with
handkerchiefs at a Ruikatsu event in
Osaka, Japan, where participants cry
to reduce stress and feel better. Photo:
The Yomiuri Shimbun

needing a good cry warranted going
to one of these events, believing it
would be far simpler to go and see a
sad movie. But one of the participants
said to me, “I can’t [cry] in front of
my family, but I can safely weep when
strangers are shedding tears around
me.”

This is something I can relate to.
When I took my daughter to see the
Anpanman movie at the cinema the
other day, I didn’t want to cry in front
of her.

So the next time I attend a rui-
katsu, it won’t be to cover the event
for a news story, but purely to weep to
my heart’s content.

- The Yomiuri Shimbun

JK Rowling announces Harry Potter
spin-off movie series

KATY LEE

HARRY Potter author JK Rowling is to
make her screenwriting debut by pen-
ning a series of spin-off films set in the
magical world of the British boy wizard,
she announced on Thursday, putting
her in line for another huge payday.

The first film, Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them, will be based
on a textbook of the same name used
by Harry and his classmates at their
school Hogwarts, Rowling said on her
Facebook page.

Set in New York and featuring
magical zoologist Newt Scamander
- the author of Harry’s textbook - it
will be set 70 years before the events
of the core Potter novels.

The Warner Bros film comes two
years after the final movie in the
eight-part series spawned by her phe-
nomenally successful novels.

“T always said that I would only
revisit the wizarding world if I had an
idea that I was really excited about
and this is it,” the 48-year-old Rowling
said.

She pitched the idea to Warner
Bros herself after the US studio ap-
proached her about making Fantastic
Beasts into a film.

“I thought it was a fun idea, but
the idea of seeing Newt Scamander,
the supposed author of Fantastic
Beasts, realized by another writer was
difficult,” she wrote.

“Having lived for so long in my
fictional universe, I feel very protec-
tive of it and I already knew a lot
about Newt.

In a file picture taken on July 7, 2011
Harry Potter author JK Rowling
attends the world premiere of Harry
Potter and the Deathly Hallows - Part 2
in central London. Photo: AFP

“As hardcore Harry Potter fans will
know, I liked him so much that I even
married his grandson, Rolf, to one
of my favourite characters from the
Harry Potter series, Luna Lovegood.”

Rowling added, “Although it will
be set in the worldwide community
of witches and wizards where I was
so happy for 17 years, Fantastic Beasts
and Where to Find Them is neither
a prequel nor a sequel to the Harry
Potter series, but an extension of the
wizarding world.

“The laws and customs of the hid-
den magical society will be familiar to

anyone who has read the Harry Potter
books or seen the films, but Newt’s
story will start in New York, 70 years
before Harry’s gets under way.”

Rowling hugely successful Harry
Potter series has sold more than 450
million copies world-wide, but she
has continued to branch out and
continue writing fiction.

In July she was unmasked as the
real author of critically acclaimed
detective novel The Cuckoo’s Calling,
published under the nom de plume
Robert Galbraith.

With an estimated fortune of £560
million (US$885 million) the former
single mother is the 156% richest
person in Britain, according to the
Sunday Times Rich List.

Warner Bros said the new film
would spawn video games and other
products including links to the Potter-
more website as part of an “expanded
creative partnership” with Rowling.

“We are incredibly honoured that
Jo has chosen to partner with Warner
Bros on this exciting new explora-
tion of the world of wizardry which
has been tremendously successful
across all of our businesses,” said
Kevin Tsujihara, CEO of Warner Bros
Entertainment.

“She is an extraordinary writer,
who ignited a reading revolution
around the world, which then became
an unprecedented film phenomenon.”

Warner Bros will also act as
worldwide distributor for the upcom-
ing television miniseries adaptation
of The Casual Vacancy, which begins
production in 2014. - AFP
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WEEKLY PREDICTIONS

AQUARIUS | Jan 20 - Feb 18

If you but realign your
personal dreams to a
larger vision, you can
wake up to live your
higher future. If love is a
kind of warfare, it casts out fear as
fear drives love away. It is important to
look with a purposive eye, and to seek
value in the unexpected. Draw lessons
from chance disturbances to your
routine.

LEO | Jul 23 - Aug 22

A clear description of
s every duty is important in
the definition of
principles. Time past and
present are both present
in time future, and time future will
surely bring the realisation of historic
Karma. Take your stand on a
foundation of values, even if you have
to place yourself at odds with your
social peers.

The more you seek
meaning in chance

PISCES | Feb 19 - March 20
occurrences, the more
you increase your

intuitive power. Intuition

is your diagnosis of an energy field of
social information. Never lose focus
on the obstacles when determining
what you want, and avoid self-
deprecatory remarks. Rewrite your
fear as a positive statement.
Emotional luck is your reassurance.

You should be fulfilled in
what you do and attain

VIRGO | Aug 23 - Sep 22
proficiency in deploying the
skills given to you. Needless

|d/il
to say, achieving the

peaceful mind is an elusive goal amid
daily concerns and annoyances. Be
aware of what’s happening in your head
before your thoughts have a chance to
build any momentum. The sooner you
catch yourself in the act of building your
mental snowball, the easier it is to stop.

ARIES | Mar 21 - Apr 19

il

Redirect your will,
discarding motives like
fear and hate and
substituting instead the
need for free interaction
with your peers; move from
aggressiveness to engagement.
Practise contributing to harmony in
your community to beautify the world.
There is no greater adornment than
purity of conduct, and no sounder
basis for the flowering of insight and
wisdom.

Without a foundation of
truth, all points of view

LIBRA | Sep 23 - Oct 22
are incorrect. Knowing
the truth enables you to

iy

corrected and to ensure respect and
understanding for your positions. You
don’t have to sacrifice your deepest
philosophical beliefs or renounce your
most heartfelt opinions, but allow
others be right some of the time!
Know that you are created to love and
be loved.

TAURUS | Apr 20 - May 20

@@ Prejudice is what fools use
in place of reason. The

\ ” .
U unknown is not to be feared,
= but embraced. Love is

enhanced if accompanied by

a simple but eternal ideal. Hatred spawns

nothing but sorrow. The criminal love of

riches offers no route to happiness. Do

not permit such a motive to rule your

heart, but seek a higher and a fuller

cause and spur to happiness.

SCORPIO | Oct 23 - Nov 21

Listening means taking in

what your interlocutor is

saying, not just waiting

until they finish. A more

peaceful way to live is to
decide consciously which battles are
worth fighting and which are better
left alone. Your way of love is to
sustain the faith and hope that will
give abiding meaning to your
relationship.

GEMINI | May 21 - June 20

The erotic instinct inheres
in the original animal
nature of human beings.
Where love rules, there is
no will to power, and where
power predominates, there love is
lacking, because the one is the shadow
of the other. You are not of this age only,
but for all time, and must strive for the
harmonious life. The reality of faith lies
outside the realm of psychology.

SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 - Dec 21
. Through self-improvement
~am You can make others

E better. Note that “Before
- you are a leader, success is

all about growing yourself,
and when you become a leader, success
is all about growing others”. And the
time to start is today. Tomorrow you
may face unexpected risks. Use wisdom
in your actions, or you may face indirect
blame.

Hope and courage can be
developed through

CANCER | Jun 21 - Jul 22
practice. How you think
and react is totally up to

you. If you really believe

a goal can be achieved, your attitude
will release new energy to
accomplish it. Perseverance in faith
will begin to cut a deep channel
through your thoughts. Traverse that
channel, and you should always be
full of vitality and energy for
emotional revolution.

CAPRICORN | Dec 22 - Jan 19
Inflexibility generates inner
=2 " stress, and often irritates
others, who find it
X insensitive. It is expedient
to anticipate that plans are

subject to inevitable change. If you want
to be dissatisfied, | guarantee you will
always have the chance. When
opportunities present themselves, it's a
waste of time to worry over things they
have not got; be grateful for the things
they’ve got. Concentrate resolutely on
the good qualities of your lover.

AUNG MYIN KYAW

4™ Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.
Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameasteldgmail.com



EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand
Road, Yangon. Tel :
251810, 251797, 251798,
251809, 246462, 246463,
fax: 246159

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon. Tel:
515275, 526144, fax:
515273, email: bdootygn(@
mptmail.net.mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,
6™ mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 507225,
507251, 507482.

fax: 507483. email:
Administ.yangon(@
itamaraty.gov.br.

Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
566985, 503978, fax:
512854

email: bruneiemb(@
bruneiemb.com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 549609, 540964, fax:
541462,

email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 221280, 221281,
fax: 227019, 228319

Danmark, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yang7on.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17,
Fax - 01- 9669516

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 222886, 222887,
email: egye mbyangon(d
mptmail. net.mm

France 102, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 212178, 212520,
email: ambaf rance.
rangoun(@ diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke
Aung San Museum Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 548951, 548952,
email: infoldrangun.
diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
St, Yangon.

Tel: 391219, 388412,
email: indiaembassy @
mptmail.net.mm

Indonesia 100,
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Rd,

The Essentials

Yangon. Tel: 254465,
254469, 229750, fax:
254468, email: kukygn @
indonesia.com.mm

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 515115, fax:
515116, email: infold
yangon.mfa.gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road,
Golden Valley, Yangon.
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax:
514565, email: ambyang.
mail(d esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8,
540399, 540400, 540411,
545988, fax: 549643

Embassy of the State of
Kuwait Chatrium Hotel,
Rm: 416, 418, 420, 422,
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe
Tsp, Tel: 544500.

North Korea 77C, Shin
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 512642, 510205

South Korea 97
University Avenue, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 527142-
4,515190, fax: 513286,
email: myanmar@mofat.
go.kr

Lao A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
2224872, fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab(@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon(
mptmail.net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb
@mptmail.net.mm

Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17
Fax - 01- 9669516

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 222881
(Chancery Exchange) fax:
221147, email: pakistan(@
myanmar.com.mm

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Road, Bahan Tsp,

Yangon. Tel: 558149-151,
fax: 558154, email: p.e.
yangon(dgmail.com

Russian 38, Sagawa
Road, Yangon. Tel:
241955, 254161,

fax: 241953, email:
rusinmyan(@mptmail
.net.mm

Royal Embassy of Saudi
Arabia No0.287/289, U
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp. Tel : 01-536153,
516952, fax : 01-516951

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.0.Box No. 943,
Yangon. Tel: 515282,
515283, email: serbemb
(@ yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238,
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 559001,
email: singemb_ ygn(@_
sgmfa. gov.sg

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-566538, 566539
Fax : 01-566582

I0OM 12th Flr, Traders Hotel,
223, tel: 252560 ext. 5002

UNAIDS Rm: (1223~1231), 12
FL, Traders Hotel. tel: 252361,

252362, 252498. fax: 252364.

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,
Mayangone tsp. tel: 666903,
664539 fax: 651334.

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan

tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.

UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.

UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp. tel: 524022,
524024. fax 524031.

FAX : 951-254158

EMAIL : ADVERTISING@MYANMARTIMES.COM.MM
WWW.MMTIMES.COM

General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

)

Asia Plaza Hotel
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung

San Road, Corner of

38" Street, Kyauktada

Township, Yangon,

Myanmar.

Tel : (951) 391070, 391071.

Reservation(@391070

(Ext) 1910, 106.

Fax : (951) 391375. Email :

hotelasiaplazaldgmail.com

Avenue 64 Hotel
No. 64 (G], Kyitewine

Pagoda Rd, Mayangone Tsp,

Yangon. Tel : 09-8631392,
01 656913-9

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.tel: 254852,
254853.

Chatrium Hotel
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win
Road, Yangon.

Tel: 222812, fax: 221509,
email: slembassy.
yangon(@gmail.com

The Embassy of
Switzerland

No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5
2 mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 534754,
512873, 507089.

Fax: 534754, Ext: 110

Thailand 94 Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkish Embassy
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St,
Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 662992, Fax : 661365
United Kingdom 80
Strand Rd, Yangon.

Tel: 370867, 380322,
371852, 371853, 256438,
fax: 370866

United States of
America 110, University
Avenue, Kamayut Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 536509,
535756, Fax: 650306

Vietnam Bldg-72,
Thanlwin Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 511305
email: vnemb myr(@
cybertech.net.mm

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan,

tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435,
Kyauktada. tel: 375527~32,
fax: 375552 email: unicef.
yangon(dunicef. org,
www.unicef.org/myanmar.

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward

7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903,
9660556, 9660538, 9660398,
9664539, fax: 651334.

email: fo.myanmar(@unodc.org
www.unodc.org./myanmar/

UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3™
floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda
Rd, Mayangone Tsp. tel: 951-
657281~7. Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.

Box 650, TMWE tel: 542911-19,

292637 (Resident Coordinator],
fax: 292739, 544531.

WEFP 31-flr, Inya Lake Hotel,

37, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. tel:

657011~6 (6-lines) Ext: 2000.

WHO 12A FL, Traders Hotel.
tel:250583.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Tsp. Ph: 225258.

FAO Myanma Agriculture
Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel:
641672, 641673, fax: 641561.

Emergency Numbers

Bk Ambulance =tel: 295133.

= Police emergency #tel: 199.

% Police headquarters #tel:

282541, 284764.

% Red Cross #tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch #tel:298651

Department of Post & Telecommunication @tel: 591384,

591387.
Immigration #tel: 286434.

Ministry of Education #tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports @tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication [MPT] mtel: 067-

407007.

Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept)

artel: 254563, 370768.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs #tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health @tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS

Central Women's Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital #tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency) #=tel: 420096.
Worker’'s Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital @tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.

Yangon General Hospital (East] #tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.

Yangon General Hospital (New) =tel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) mtel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH] =tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131,
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). #=tel:

285499.

- INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811,

¢ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] mtel: 382722

= RAILWAYS
Railways information
wtel: 274027, 202175-8.

[

'Eﬂ'-ﬁ“h

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : (951) 546313,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
infoldcloverhotel.asia

Clover Hotel City Center
No. 217, 32nd Street

(Upper Block), Pabedan Tsp,

Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377720, Fax : 377722
www.clovercitycenter.asia

Clover Hotel City Center Plus
No. 229, 32nd Street

(Upper Block], Pabedan Tsp,

Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 377975, Fax : 377974

www.clovercitycenterplus.asia

Confort Inn

4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut,
tel: 525781, 526872

s

Cden SLalace FHotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@d
edenpalacehotel.com

P> GRAND
"-P PALACE
HOTEL

M-22, Shwe Htee Housing,
Thamine Station St., Near
the Bayint Naung Point,
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744,
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace(@
myanmar.com.mm

g_ EREEN
= HILL
HOTEL

No. 12, Pho Sein Road,
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300,
209343, 209345, 209346
Fax : (95-1) 209344

E-mail : greenhill@

myanmar.com.mm

Hotel Yangon
91/93, 8" Mile Junction,
Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

) PANDA

Golden Hill Towers
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp.

tel: 558556. ghtower(@
mptmail.net.mm.

Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

hotel

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.
email: enquiry.prygn(@
parkroyalhotels.com
parkroyalhotels. com.

0%

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.

www.rwehotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-mgm.com

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Sweet Hotel
73, Damazedi Road, San
Chaung Tsp, Ph: 539152

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Thamada Hotel
5, Alan Pya Phaya Rd,

Dagon. Tel: 243639, 243640.

Traders Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

Winner Inn

42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

Yuzana Hotel
130, Shwegondaing Rd,
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600

Yuzana Garden Hotel

44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp,
tel : 01-248944

MiCasa Hotel Apartments
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.

tel: 650933. fax: 650960.

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

The Grand Mee Ya Hta
Executive Residence

372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Pabedan Tsp.

tel 951-256355 (25 lines).

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

- Hotel A yeyarwady
[reation ark , by Pyl Taw)

Reservation Office (Yangon)

No-123, Alanpya Pagoda

Rd, Dagon Tsp

Tel :01-255-819~838

Hotel Ayeyarwady

(National Landmark,

Zeyar Thiri Tsp,

Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel :067-421-903,

09-4920-5016
E-Mail : reservation(d
maxhotelsgroup.com

ROYAL KUMUDRA HOTEL
(Nay Pyi Taw)

Reservation Office (Yangon)

123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,

Dagon Township

Tel : 951-255819~838

Royal Kumudra Hotel,

(Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel  :067- 414177,
067- 414188

E-Mail: reservation(@

maxhotelsgroup.com

AIR CONDITION

FRFSH

Air Conditioning Systems

The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day

Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P., 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.ac(dfreshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.

freshaircon.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,
09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(d
gmail.com, http://www.
happyhomesyangon.com

BARS

50t Street
9/13, 50th street-lower,
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

N

ZN G

Beer Gallery
Mini Zoo

Karaweik Oo-Yin KaBar

G.reen Garden
Beer Gallery Mini Zoo,
Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.
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Lobby Bar
PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya

Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp.
tel: 250388.

N
N
Strand Bar 92, Strand
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar.
tel: 243377 fax: 243393,
sales(dthestrand.com.mm
www.ghmhotels.com

¥
crint
Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road,
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011
@gmail.com

ADVERTISING

N,
2 N'TRA
With the most advance technology

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 09-425-307-717

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SAIL

SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820,
2301195. Email: admin(@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com

*%

g
¥ Spa Paragen
Spa Paragon
Condo B#Rm-106, Shwe
Hinthar Condo, Corner of
Pyay Rd & Shwe Hinthar
St, 6'2Mile, Yangon.
Tel: 01-507344 Ext: 112,
09-680-8488, 09-526-1642.

BOOK STORES

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana

Esthetic

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

Innwa Book Store

No. 246, Rm.201/301, GF,

Pansodan Street [Upper
Block), Kyauktada Tsp.

Tel. 389838, 243216

‘|T La Souwrce
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La Source Beauty Spa (Ygn)
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252

La Source Beauty Spa (Mdy)
No. 13/13, Mya Sandar St,
Between 26 x 27 & 62 & 63
St, Chanaye Tharzan Tspya
Mandalay oee™ o
Tel : 09-4440-24496, 2™
La Source Beauty Spa
Sedona Hotel, Room (1004)
Tel : 666 900 Ext : (7167)
LS Saloon

Junction Square, 3rd Floor.
Tel : 95-1-527242, Ext : 4001
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

‘ MOﬂHMENT
oV

® 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan T/S, Yangon.

Tel: 536306, 537805.

* Room 308, 3rd Flr.,
Junction Center (Maw Tin),
Lanmadaw T/S, Yangon.
Tel: 218155, Ext. 1308.

* 15(B), Departure Lounge,
Yangon Int'l Airport.

¢ /5B, Corner of 26th &
68th Sts., Mandalay.
Tel: (02) 66197. Email:
yangon@monument-
books.com

MYANMARBOOKCENTRE
Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road

and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant),
Ahlone Township. tel:

212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info@
myanmarbook.com

CAR RENTAL

@ Fleet24Seven

Fully maintained operating
leases (self drive)

Left Hand Drive
e Pickup Trucks
e Commercials
e Trucks
o Refrig. Trucks
www.fleet24seven.com

CONSTRUCTION

A
ZAMIL STEEL
B

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

HOT LINE:

P )
959 - 402510 003

e First Class VIP
Limousine Car Rental.

¢ Professional English
Speaking Drivers.

e Full Insurance for
your Safety and
comfortable journey

e Call us Now for your
best choice

www.mmels.com

COFFEE MACHINE

"\. ¥ is & "1 |
Bi=nATs

I_."\P

illy, Francis Frant:ls, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue

01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintradingdgmail.com

COMMUNICATION

Y¢

International Call.ing Card

No.004, Building (B),
Ground Floor, Yuzana St,
Hignway Complex Housing,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-230-4379,
09-731-74871~2
Email : infoldvmg.com
mm,
www.vmgtelecoms.com,
www.ytalk.com.mm

CONSULTING

THURA £ SWISS

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95(0]1 654 730
infodthuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

COOPER VALVES

ENTERTAINMENT

~HOLA

Dance Club & Bar
- No.94, Ground Floor,
= Bogalay Zay Street,
™ Botataung Tsp,
== Yangon.Tel: 392625,
= 09-500-3591
“=1 Email : danceclub.
j" hola@gmail.com
: (Except Sunday)

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

World’s leader in Kitchen
Hoods & Hobs

Same as Ariston Water
Heater. Tel: 251033,
379671, 256622, 647813

COOPER

Valves

Exotic Alloys for Severe
Service, Myanmar Sales
Representative
mlwin(@coopervalves.com
www.coopervalves.com

CO WORKING SPACE

o
| THE GA

( THE GARAGE
CAFE ARD BAR

No. (), Lane 2

Botahtaung Pagoda St,

Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.

infol@venturaoffice.com,

www.venturaoffice.com

(@ SuPER MEGA

Encineers Grour Co., Lo,

One-stop Solution for
Sub-station, M&E Work
Design, Supply and
Install (Hotel, High Rise
Building Factory

193/197, Shu Khin Thar
Street, North Okkalapa
Industrial Zone, Yangon.
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700
Email: supermega?7@
gmail.com.
WWW.SUpermega-engg.com

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing],
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736,
09-73037772.

Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St,
Btw 30th & 31st St, Chan
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

project;
Co-Working/Event Space
Affordable & central
projecthubyangon.com
01-1221265.

FITNESS CENTRE

DUTY FREE

Dream Hlorks Limines

Duty Free Shops

Yangon International
Airport, Arrival/Departure
Tel: 533030 (Ext: 206/155)

Office: 17, 2" street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

&

Balance Fitnesss

No 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
balancefitnessyangon.com

MANAWMAYA

HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales(dmanawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

GENERATORS

FASHION & TAILOR

i 8§ ¥sq migfels &

L SFIH SHWE taiLon &
Sein Shwe Tailor, 797
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, MAC Tower 2,
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 01-225310, 212943~4
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail:
uthetlwin@gmail.com

(&

LLepzress
WHAT WE LIVE FOR

Life Fitness

Bldg A1, Rm No. 001,

Shwekabar Housing,

Mindhamma Rd,

Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.

Ph:01-656511,

Fax: 01-656522,

Hot line: 0973194684,

natraysports(dgmail.com

O
UMG

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@d
winstrategic.com.mm

UY SPACE
FORAS LITTLE AS

K.4500

CALL US NOW:

392928,

253642

REALA

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl
Street, Golden Valley Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 [Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar
([@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

HEALTH SERVICES

FLORAL SERVICES

+ Asia Pacific
98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon. Tel: 553783,
549152, 09-732-16940,
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

G? TERNAL CALOWERS
FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

High Teoh
L)
*@‘
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O IROF OB
One Stop ENT Center
No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon Myanmar.
Tel :(951)9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135
Email :
info@witoriyahospital.com
Website :
www.witoriyahosptial.com

sy

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy(d
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

Innova<ive

DiaDwWDOBTIOCB

24 hours Laboratory &
X-ray
No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar

2 (951) 9 666141
Fax (951) 9 666135

COOL
SFEED

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax
: 01-203743, 09-5007681.
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

4 MCOC

24 hours Cancer centre
No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar.

Tel :(951) 9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135

% LEO medicare

o

—
T L e e—

21. Hour International
Medical Centre @
Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: +951 651 238,

+ 959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
24/7 on duty doctor:

+ 959 492 18 410
Website: www.leo.com.mm
“ One Stop Solution for
Quality Health Care ~

@ 00

=t
ey

Victoria Hospital

No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

L2 (951) 9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135
Email :
infoldwitoriyahospital.com
Website :
www.witoriyahosptial.com

HOME FURNISHING

Ca_saﬁ_alﬂz

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.
tel: 660769, 664363.

KONCEPT

F U R N I T U R E

Bldg-D, Rm (G-12), Pearl
Condo, Ground Flr,
Kabaraye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 557448.
Ext 814, 09-730-98872.

SMART DESIGNS €0, LD

European Quality

& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel
Furniture & All kinds of
woodworks

No. 422, FJVC Centre,
Ground Floor, Room No. 4,
Strand Road, Botahtaung
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-202063-4, 09
509-1673 E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
www.royalbotania.com,
www.alexander-rose.co.uk

S.B. FURNITURE

No-001-002, Dagon Tower,
Ground Flr, Cor of Kabaraye
Pagoda Rd & Shwe Gon
Dine Rd, Bahan Tsp.

Tel: 544480, 09-730-98872.

INSURANCE

P, Lm_.__-‘}

C_ N

Anees
EXPATRIATE HEALTH
INSURANCE

Tel: [09) 49 58 02 61
thinthinswe(dpoe-ma.com

P LmT_-\}
INSUTANEES

RISK & INSURANCE
SOLUTIONS

Tel: (09) 40 15300 73
robert.b@poe-ma.com

LEGAL SERVICE

U Min Sein, BSc, RA,
CPA.,RL Advocate of the
Supreme Court 83/14
Pansodan St, Yangon.

tel: 253 273.
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm
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MARINE
COMMUNICATION &
NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

ARINE
'ROOM & SERVICES

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels &
Cruises Ltd. Governor's
Residence 39C, Taw Win
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 229860

fax: (951) 217361. email:
RTMYGN(@mptmail.net.mm
WwWw.orient-express.com

SCHENKER

Schenker (Thai) Ltd.
Yangon 59 A, U Lun
Maung Street. 7 Mile
Pyay Road, MYGN. tel:
667686, 666646 .fax:
651250. email: sche
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

OFFICE FURNITURE

office furniture
Open Daily

(9am to 6pm)

No. 797, MAC Tower II,
Rm -4, Ground Flr,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar(@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

REAL ESTATE

G
centure

Aye Yeik Tha Real Estate
Mobile: 09-518 8320,
09-507 4096.

!\ World Wide
Wwm) Movers
bd’ Myanmar

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Eoliaton

Japanese Cuisine

Kohaku Japanese
Restaurant

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6231

RESTAURANTS

/ ()

|Subsdiary o oy Co

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(d
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Real Estate Agent

Agent fees is unnecessary
Tel : 09 2050107,

09 448026156
robinsawnaing@gmail.com

Three  Six Five

365

Open 24 Hours

Good taste & resonable
price

[dThamada Hotel

Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41
Ext: 32

i WTTID
22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur(d

mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

LOVE
Ble!AT

Thai Boat Noodle

G-01, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Real Estate Agency
Email : realwin2012@
gmail.com
Tel: 09-732-02480,
09-501-8250
i,
10
BSTATE
SERVICE

For House-Seekers

with Expert Services

In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm(@gmail.com
Tel : 09-332 87270
09-4203 18133 (Fees Free)

BLACK

 CANYON
COFFEE

a drink from paradise...
available on Earth
(@Yangon International
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 09-421040512

Le MonT BLANC
French & ltalian - Comfort Foods
with Chic Style Serving
G-05, Marketplace by

City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

REMOVALISTS

PAINT

World’s No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

N

Dulux

let’s colour
Sole Distributor
For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8], Myanmar
ICT Park, University Hlaing

Campus, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

s
o ¢)))| ASIAN TIGERS
MOBILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

BLUE @™

Restaurant & Bar
No.430(A), Corner of
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden
Valley Rd, Building(2)
Market Place (City Mart],
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01—523840?Ext—309],
09-73208079.

monseon

restaurant & bar
yangon
Monsoon Restaurant
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu
Road, Botahtaung Tsp.
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

BIGTRY

Quality Chinese Dishes
with Resonable Price
(@Marketplace by City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

Ocean Center (North

Point), Ground Floor,

Tel : 09-731-83900
01-8600056

4 JOTUN

Jotun paints
Thailand
TOP MARINE PAINT
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

CROWN &

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7" Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210 670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net. mm

F=The Slice of Heaven===—x

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

Delicious Hong Kong Style
Food Restaurant

G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).

Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

PLEASURE CRUISES

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

5 Days, 7 Days, 9 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: infoldislandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

‘%%MSL

Legendary Myanmar

Int'L Shipping & Logistics Co, Ltd
Legendary Myanmar Int'l
Shipping & Logistics Co.,
Ltd

No-9, Rm (A-4), 3 Flr,
Kyaung St, Myaynigone,
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr(@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

A KOBE-YA

“ Japanasa BRO Ressarar

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar
Hospital on Pyay Rd,
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

O o [

Indian Fine Dining & Bar
Bldg No. 12, Yangon Int'l
Compound, Ahlone Road.
Tel: 01-2302069, 09-431-
85008, 09-731-60662.

sales@corrianderleaf.com

i« LOPERA

Italian Restaurant & Bar

Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon{dgmail.com
WWWw.operayangon.com
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The Ritz Exclusive
Lounge
Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Ground
Floor, Tel: 544500
Ext 6243, 6244

"Tfte“Etnyoria
The Emporia Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel
Royal Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road,

Tamwe Tsp. Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6294

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasal,
Tel; 666781,09-503-9139
2. WASABI SUSHI : Market
Place by City Mart (1%
Floor]. Tel; 09-430-67440
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)
Junction Mawtin (CityMart)

INTERNATIONAL
MONTESSORI MYANMAR
(Pre-K, Primary)

55 (B) Po Sein Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon,

Tel: 01-546097, 546761.
imm.myn{dgmail.com

SERVICE OFFICE

¢

TR

Executive Serviced Offices
www.hinthabusinesscentres.com

Tel : 01-4413410

UnionBarAndGrill

47 Strand Road,
Botahtaung, Yangon.
Tel: 95 9420 180 214, 95
9420 101 854
Www.unionyangon.com,
info(@unionyangon.com
www.facebook.com/
UnionBarAndGrill

O Ventu raOffic_e

No. (6], Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
infol@venturaoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

L ey
L’ALCHIMISTIE
French Fine Dining Restawrant
No. 5, U Tun Nyein
Street, Mayangone T/S,
Yangon.

Tel : 01-660 612,011 22
1014, 09 50 89 441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

e
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ZAWGYI HOUSI
R BOGYOKE MARKET

CAFE & BouTtiQUE

No. 372, Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, Pabedan T/S,
Yangon. Tel : 01-380 398,
01-256 355 (Ext : 3027)
Email : zawgyihouse(@
myanmar.com.mm

SCHOOLS

i § HORIZON INTL
# EDUCATION CENTER

Horizon Int’l School

25, Po Sein Road, Bahan
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795,
551796, 450396~7.

fax : 543926, email :
contact(@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

Yangon International
School

Fully Accredited K-12
International Curriculum
with ESL support
No.117,Thumingalar
Housing, Thingangyun
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 578171, 573149
www.yismyanmar.net
Yangon International
School

New Early Childhood
Center

Pan Hlaing Golf Estate
Housing & U Tun Nyo
Street, Hlaing Thar Yar
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 687701, 687702

TRAVEL AGENTS

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
www.exploremyanmar_com

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res(
asiantrails.com.mm

Car Rental with English
Speaking Driver.

(Safety and Professional
Services).

Tel : +95 9 2050107
robinsawnaingdgmail.com

SUPERMARKETS

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road,
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.

City Mart
[Aung San Branch] tel:
253022, 294765.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart

(47" St Branch)

tel: 200026, 298746.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart

(Junction 8 Branch)
tel: 650778.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart
(FMI City Branch)
tel: 682323.

City Mart

[Yankin Center Branch)
tel: 400284.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart (Marketplace)

tel: 523840~43.

City Mart

(78" Brahch-Mandalay)

tel: 02-71467~9.

IKON Mart

No.332, Pyay Rd, San
Chaung. Tel: 535-783, 527705,
501429. Email: sales-ikon@
myanmar.com.mm

WATER SOLUTION

;‘Aekar Company Limited

Water Treatement Solution
Block (A, Room (G-12),
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

WATER TANK

KOREA HI-TECH

CLEAN

PE WATER TANK

Tel : 01-684734, 685823,
09-7307-6589, 4500-48469.
theoneldyangon.net.mm

WATER TREATMENT

Commercial scale

water treatment
(Since 1997)

Tel: 01-218437~38.
H/P:  09-5161431,

09-43126571.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

WATER HEATERS

@ARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 01-256705, 399464,
394409, 647812.

Rinnai
Water Heater
Made in Japan
Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker

and Cooker Hood
Showroom Address

WEB SERVICES

@

mspiral
creative media
Custom web design
and development.
Scalable, optimized
sites and responsive
design for mobile web.
Facebook apps, ads
and design. Hosting
and domains.
Myanmar’s 1! socially
and eco responsible IT
company. Get in touch:
sales@mspiral.com
and 09 7316 2122.
www.mspiral.com

City Mart
(Myaynigone Branch)
tel: 510697.

(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

City Mart (Zawana Branch)
tel:564532.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart (Shwe Mya Yar)
tel: 294063.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart (Chinatown Point)
tel: 215560~63.
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

City Mart (Junction Maw Tin)
tel: 218159.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

VISA & IMMIGRATION

MyanmarVisa

MyanmarVisa.com

Tourist Visa

Check Eligibility Online

Get your Visa online for
Business and Tourist

No need to come to
Embassy.

#165. 35th Street,
Kyauktada Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: +951 381200, 204020
travel.evisadgmail.com

ADVERTISING HOTLINE

253642

CALL: 392928,




(&3 3CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
ASLITTLE AS K.5,000.

HOW TO GET A FREE AD

: 01-254158

BY FAX

BY EMAIL : classifiedldmyanmartimes.com.mm, advertisingl@myanmartimes.com.mm

BY MAIL

: 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

General

AKH Family Life Sciences
Marketing Groups is the
business of Medico-
Marketing, FMCG-
marketing, Advertising or
otherwise Promoting the
sale of Pharmaceuticals
Products or Consumer
Products. We are
specializing in direct
pharmaceutical market
ing services & FMCG

marketing services
including of recruiting,
training, organizing

& managing sales &
marketing field forces in
Myanmar. We offerlong-
term partnerships in
representing pharma
ceutical companies
or FMCG who wish to
increase their products'
awareness & sales in
markets & the medical
environment in our
country. Contact : 09-
516-9368, 09-4224-
86379.

Computer

LYNNTECHNO (5-10%
Discounts) Computer
Network, Maintenance
PABX Telephone, CCTV
Camera. Ph: 09-510-
5696, 01-1220150.

I.C.S system solution
(One-Stop  services)
Computer Maintenance,
Wireless Router Confi
guration, Window OS
& Software Installation,
Internet &  Netowrk
services direct to
the Company, Office
& Home. Available

Contractservice. Weekly
for Only Monday. Ph: 09-
540-9712.

STUDY HOME  for
General English (4
skills) Language from
Basic.Who want to study
home in private time and
need study guide only
English Grammar for
children. Let's join us
Now! Contact: 09-4210-
37619.

IGCSE : Forthose who are
going to take Cambridge
IGCSE coming October/
November  will  be
tutored and trained by a
professional straight A*s
holder with twelve years
of teaching experience
& an international school
graduate. Hp: 09-513-
9298

MATHEMATICS : If your
child (Grade 9 to 10 from
YIS, ISM, ISY & Yangon
Academy) is difficult to
learn in Algebra 1, 2 &
Geometry, pls contact :
Daw Naing Naing Aung,
B.Com (Q) No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,
Yankin. Ph : 544594, 09-
500-4993.

SPECIAL for Maths
For Intl School - Grade
IX, X, XI&XIl, Geometry,
Algebra | & Il, Calculus.
Tr.Kaung Myat : BE(PE)
Ph-09-731-42020.

OIEC (LMD) IGCSE
results: Eng 90, Maths 92,
Pure Maths 92, Chem 91,
Phy 93 Hp:09-513-9298

IGCSE Foreign & Local
Teacher IGCSE/GCE 'O’
(all subjects), BCA, SAT,
IELTS, TOEFL, Maths
Courses,EnglishCourses,
Grammar. Ph:09-513-
9298. www. facebook.
com/superstarigcse

IGCSE, Secondary 2,3,4
Physics, Mathematics
B & Pure Mathematics
Practice with 20 years
old questions. Allow
individual or section. Only
5 students for one sectin.
Near Heldan Sein Gay
Har. Ph: 09-4500-25213,
524617.

OIECLMD Studentsattend
OIEC only and passed
IGCSE/GCE O Examwith
all subjects As including
A* (all distinctions) at one
sitting. Sec 2, 3& 4 (grade
8, 9 & 10) students also
attend IGCSE at only
OIEC for one year and
passed the exam with
all distinctions. Parents/
guardians who enroll
their children at OIEC for
IGCSE course can come
and see the results of past
IGCSE/GCE Oresults.Do
you want your child to be
one of them? Hp: 09-732-
55281

GUIDE for 2™ M.B., B.S
Classes 09-517-3808.

SAYA SAW  AUNG
(Ex.A.P), Chemistry
Classes for Intl School
(sec-levels), IGCSE
Cambridge Intl AS & A
Level & SAT-2, Ph: 09-
500-5470.

FOR IGCSE (Edexcel &
Cambridge) & Secondary
students Regular tuition
classes Home tuition
classes Exam preparation
classes  All subjects
available Contact: Tr.
Pyae Phyo Kyaw 09-
508-8683

TR. KAUNG MYAT
(Special for  Maths)
BE(PE) For Intl Courses
Geometry, Algebra |
& Il, Pre Calculus.Ph :
09-731-42020  Email:
kaungmyatoo251@
gmail. com
ONE-STOPIntIEduCentre
Foreign & Local Teacher
IGCSE/GCE 'O" (all
subjects) www.facebook.
com / superstarigcse
theinhtikesan01@gmail.
com. 09-732-55281, 09-
513-9298

"SCHOLAR  Teaching
Organization" founded
with ME,BE and Master
Degree holder with 12
years experience in
teaching field.Role and
Responsibility:  Making
the students develop
problem  solvingskills,
critical thinking skills &
1.Q & E.Q enriching skills,
Int'l Schoo (ILBC, Total,
MISY, ISY, PISM, Horizon,
ISM, network, CISM, MIS,
MLA, ES4E, DSY RV). All
grades, All Subjects .....
Singapore MOE Exams
(AEIS, -AEIS exam), SAT,
IGCSE, IELTS, TOFEL..
Tr.Daniel Caulin: 09-215-
0075. Tr.Bryan : 09-4200-
70692.

MATHS (home tuition)
Are you need in IGCSE,
GCEO &A, SET1&2
mathematic, | can set up
your ability. Sa Ya Henry-
(BE) Ph: 09-4210-13498
TUTORING SERVICE :
Secondary I, I, lll & IV
(Al subjects) IGCSE
(All' subjects) All Intl
School Students. Ph:09-
732-04820, 09-4225-
50085, 09-4201- 05 422.
STUDY Home for General
English (4 skills) Language
from Basic.Who want
to study home in private
time and need study guide
only English Grammar for
children.Let's join us Now!
Ph: 09-4210- 37619

Expert Services

REAL ESTATE Agent
If you're an expatriate
needing to find an
apartment or house in
Yangon, Min Thu can
help. He has experience
and is very reliable. Call
MinThuon 09-731-38659
or email : thecleverson@
gmail.com

INTERNET  Advertising
Do you advertise in TV
or hillboards? Facebook
has over 1,000,000,000

NLIF

Since 1951

Authorized

AETTEESSMNE

MONEY CHANGER

ALWAYS LOOK IN FORWARD CO., LTD.
No. 170, Shwebontha Street, Pabedan Tsp,Yangon. Myanmar.
Ph: 242643, 245107, 09-7300 3101
Email: alif.phoneshop@gmail.com

. Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.

) L

TRTE®E YRS

Warmly Welcome..

Our Company Special service...
Rental-Single house, Condominium, appartment,
office and warehouse.

Please Contact us-09-4921 4276, 09-420 114749,
09421 177105, Power7may @gmail.com

usersworldwide everyday
and 8,000,000 users in
Myanmar. We provide

Internet advertising
services such as
advertising in facebook,
Google, YouTube,

YAHOQ!, etc. If you are
interested in advertising
locally or internationally,
pls contact 09-732-55281
MOBILE Container office,
Mobile Clinic , Garments
on Hanger — GOH for
Multipack  Engineering
Services  Limited
(420/422), Rm 301, 3rd
Flr, Corner of Strand Rd
& Botahtaung Market
St, Botahtaung, Yangon,
Tel : 397-974, 299-511,
09- 504- 2810, 09-730-
21041.

AUGUST  Engineering
Service (Air-condition &
Electrical) Installation,
Repairing & Maintenance.
Tel:09-731-10321, 09-
312-68502. Email; aes.
august@gmail.com
AUNG Professional
Translation Professional
Translation from
Myanmar to English and
English to Myanmar. For
Translation, Technological

Subjects, Education,
Contract, Advertising,
Movie, Literature,etc.

With Various Services
on paper, electronic
file, recording and other
relevant matters. both
regular & express with
expert service. 09-732-
11907, 09-730-82069.
Email :aung.translation@
gmail.com

REAL ESTATE We have
Lands for sale suitable
for making Industrial
buildings in large area.
Buyers can ContactUs on
09-4500-59037 (There is
no pay for Agents & Third
party ... Warmly welcome
the buyers)

For Sale

AREDLINK WimaxCPEto
sell with $350,000 kyats.
The Wimax Plan is Gold
Plusand you canupgrade
it later on. Please contact
the number below to get
more details. Tel : 09-503-
4797.

99% NEW SAMSUNG
Series 5 Ultra Book Intel
Core i5 Ram 8GB H.D.D
+ SSD Display 13.3 1
Year 6 Month International
Warranty . Price : 650000.
Ph : 09-4200-50651.

SAMSUNG Galaxy S3
White Price : 305000. Ph
: 09-501-6694

OLD. POSTAGE Stamps
fromabout (140)countries
with over (4000) stamps.
contact..09-4253-19444

MSI BOARD P4 Dual
Core, CPU 3.2 ghz Ram
2 Gb, Hdd 500 GB VGA
512 MB,DVDRW (ASUS)
Viewsonic 19 ', UPS
Green Tech 650 W. Ph:
09-4211-11780.

AUDI A 6, Quattro, 2005,
3, 2 L Gasoline Engine,
AWD, Ph: 09-507-3837.

BRAND NEW IPAD 2
16GB (Packing) 1 Year
Full  Apple Warranty.
Price: 300000. Ph : 09-

4005-32795.

ASUS A42] Intel Core i7
Ram 4GB H.D.D 500GB
Garaphic 2GB. Price :
480000. Ph:09-501-6694

IPHONE 4S 16GB white
official unlock Lated Full
Paid HD Game/App
installed 99% Like new
original accessories and
packing box (350000 ks)
contact : 09-4224-44494.

IPHONE 4S 16GB white
official unlock Lated Full
Paid HD Game/App
installed 99% Like new
original accessories and
packing box (350000 ks)
contact :09-4224-44494

(1).HTC Desier VC (98%)
Full Accessories, Box and
Cover (Black) Ks-
160000/- (2). Samsung
Galaxy SlIl (99%) Full
Accessories, Box & Cover
(Gray) Ks-310000/- (3.
CDMA 800MHz Sim
Card 73xxxxx / Internet
Ks-250000/- Ph:09-731-
01101.

General

EXCELLENT Creation
Co., Ltd. DVD/ VCD/ CD
(Audio & Data) Manuf
acturing.  Professional
HD/DV Camera, Rental,
Making, Editing. Video
& Music Production/
Distribution. DVD/ VCD
Duplicating. Maha
myaing Cinema (Insein).
Add: 162-164, Top Flr,
Pansodan Rd (Middle),
Kyauktada, Yangon. Tel:
254560, 254564.

THE GREAT New for
Foreigners : We are
offering easiest way to
learn Myanmar Language
at your home.If you would
like to learn it,join us Now!
we are offering fair fees for
you! Contact: 09 -4210-
37619.

MYANMAR  Language
Guide (For Embassy
family and others) When
you stay in Myanmar,
do you want to ask to
your children to learn
Myanmarlanguage? Call:
095146505 (Christine)

Public Notices

AMERICAN IDOL
(cosmetics) : Now move
to Sea Green Tower:
313/323,8FlIr,9-C, Corner
of Mahabandoola Rd &
BoAung Kyaw St. Ph: 01-
379-828, 09-540-0411.

Training
MANAGING Your
Emotions Program : 1.
Theories of Emotion. 2.
Emotional Development.
3.Arousaland Emotion. 4.
Emotions and Moods. 5.
Love, Passion & Positive
Emotions. 6. Emotions
as Foundations for Social
Behavior. 7. Emotional
& Relational Intelligence
(ERQ) 8. Controlling
Emotions. Duration
8-Week. Day : Friday
& Saturday (6:30-8:00
pm). Fees : 80,000 Ks.
Start Date : September

27, 2013. Add : 8, 6th FIr
(Right), Chan Thar St,
Sanchaung. Ph : 09-537-
0230, 09-730-02705.

Travel

FLEET 24Seven : Fully
maintained  operating
leases (self drive). New
left hand drive Pickups,
Commercials,  Trucks
& Refrig. Trucks. www.
fleet24seven.com
VIRGIN LAND Tours: Visa
Services. Worldwide Air
Ticketing. Worldwide
Hotel Reservation. All
Kind Transportation
Rental.  Inbound & Out
bound Tour Operator. Tour
Guide Services. Ph:01-
8610252, 09-512-3793,
09-520-2643

NYAN MYINT THU Car
Rental Service : Ko Nyan
Myint Win Kyi (MD) - 56,
BoYwe St, Latha, Yangon,
Myanmar. Ph : (+95)01-
246551,  01-375284.
Hp:(+95)09-2132778.
il:nyanmyintthu1983@
gmail.com, nmt@
nyan myintthucarrental.
com, colwinkyi@
gmail.com. Web:www.
nyanmyintthucarrental.
com

Want to Buy

APPLE : Macbook Pro,
Macbook Air, iMac, Mac
MiniiPhone 5, 4S, 4, iPod
5,4 iPad 2, 3, 4, Mini Wifi
Only &Wifi+4G,Apple TV,
Apple Mouse A.K Mobile
Ko Myo San. No 124, 31
St(Middle) Pabedan. Ph:
09-4500-39844.

USED Or Brand New
Macbook Pro , Machook
Air, iMac, Mac Mini iPad
4 Wifi Only & Wifi + 4G
iPhone5,iPod 5 Samsung
S4HTCOne.Ph:09-501-
6694

CHERRY QQ3 (Taxi). Pls
contact; 09-4211-31257

WE want to buy Marine
Generator operation and
maintenance  manual
books and Marine main
engines operation and
maintenance  manual
books(B&W or Yanmar
Or UEC, etc..Pls contact
09-518-4314
EMBASSY of Pakistan
intends to purchase 1 x
car sedan model 2013
automatic (nothigherthan
2000 cc) for official use.
Sealed bids are invited
from interested parties
at the following address:-
"Embassy of Pakistan
Diplomatic Quarters Pyay
Rd, Yangon
BUY & EXCHANGE used
Apple Iphone Samsung
HTC Sony Huawei Used
Laptop notebook Netbook
machook pro & table ipad
etc.. contact -09-517-
8391.

SUPER CUSTOM : Model
99,2000. Ph: 09-518-
8320.

USED APPLE IPHONE
Samsung HTC Sony
Huawei Used Laptop
notebook Netbook
macbook pro and table
ipad etc.. contact : 09-
517-8391

Every cent you spent for your house rent is 100% secured!

AGENT FEE IS UNNECESSARY!

“PRONTO deals directly 7, . .  c,+
with the landlords, '
NO MIDDLE MEN"

Contact us:

Address:

09 2050107, 09 4480 26156
Room 304, Kandawgyi Tower, near Kandawgyi lake, Tamwe Township, Yangon

tces

A Leading Real Estate Agent for Expats

pronto@myanmar.com.mm

Property

For Sale /Rent

THANLYIN, Star Ciyt
Condo (Pent House):
Building Al, Type E.
Rm 710 E Pent
House (1752 Sqft)
MBR (1), Single Room(3)
Dinning Room, Living
Room . Contract :
09-4293-33333, 01-
680699, 687376

ousingforRen

BAHAN, (1)Near Japan
Embassy, 1100 Sqft, 1
MR, 2 SR, fully furnish
1600 USD. (2).Golden
velley, 1RC,4000 Sqft,
1 MR, 2 SR, 2500 USD.
(3).Golden velley,Than
Lwin road2RC, 6500
Sqft, 3 MR, 6500 USD.
(4).Golden velley, near
ISY school, 2 RC,4200
Sqft, 2 MR, 2 SR, 4500
USD. (5).Pearl condo,
1250 Sqft, 1 MR, 2SR,
1546 USD. (6).Kandaw
gyi Tower, 1500 Sqft, 1
MR, 2 SR, fully furnish
2500 USD. (7).Near
Kandawgyi Park, 1600
Sqaft, 2 MR, 1 SR, fully
furnish 2000 USD. (8).
Near Kan daw gyi hotel,
1000 Sqft, 3 FL,1 MR,2
SR, fully furnish, 800
USD. Ph: 09-4921-4276
(1)DAGON, Royal
Yawmin Gyi Condo,
Sqgft 1900, M1- S2-FF,
Wifi Internet, Swimming
Pool, Car Parking, US
- 4800. (2)Royal Rose
Condo, Sqft-900, M1-
S1-FF, Wifi Internet,
Swimming Pool, US-
1600, 09-731-69678,
09-310-42325.
KAMAYUT, Near
Hledan Junction, 1400
sqft, fully furnished
& fully facilitated, no
need to pay agent fee,
only foreigners are
welcomed. US$ 1700
per month. Ph: 09-430-
83781.

GOLDEN VALLEY, (1)
Than Lwin St, 5600 Sqft,
5MR, 2 SR, 2 RC, 8500
USD. (2).4200 Sqft,
3 RC, 3 MR, good for
office, 4000 USD. (3).
near ISY school, 1 RC,
4200 Sgft, 2 MR,2500
USD. (4).near ISY
school, 2700 Sqft, 2RC,
1 MR, 2 SR, 2200 USD.
(5).near USA Embassy,
4200 Sqft, 2 RC, 3 MR,
1SR, 7000 USD. Ph: 09-
4201-14749

OFFICE space for rent :
1200 sqft@Orchid Hotel,
9000 sqgft@Orchid Hotel
(City Hall). Pls contact :
01-399930 ext 131, 09-

731-26377, 09-4015-
23218. Add Orchid
Hotel, 91, Anawrahta

Rd, Pazundaung.
AHLONE, 331 Strand Rd,
Ahlone. It is 3 bedroom
2bathroom, 1900 square
feet, 8th floor penthouse
condominium. $2700/
month. Furnished at
tenant's request. ,
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com

CONDO, Pho Sein
Condo, 1750 sqft, fully
renovated, 2MBR, 1 BR,
4 aricons, No agent pls.
Owner:09-4480-13139,

09-540-8745.
KYAUKTADA, 194, 33
St (Upper), Service

Apartments: 3rd/ 4/5 Flr.
Fully finished, Furniture,
Air corn & TV satellite.
Suitable to rent for
foreigner. Ph: 09- 730-
94644, 09-731-57992.
SANCHAUNG, Ma Kyi
Kyi Condo, 2400 sqft,
2 MB, 2 BR, 4 AIC,25
Lakhs. Maureen : 09-
518-8320
MAYANGONE, 8 Mile,
MTP Condo, 1500 sqft, 2
MB, 3A/C, Ph. 20 Lakhs.
Maureen : 09-518-8320

CONDO for rent : Near
British Council on Strand
Road, Fully-funished
Condo Excellent River
View 1500 sqft, 1 MB, 2
BR,5A/C, Ph, 25 Lakhs.
Ph: 09-730-60078.
APARTMENT for Leasing
Dagon, Samone St, 3Flr,
139sgm, 1MBR, 1 BR,
4A/C, USD 1800/month,
Fully Furnished Ring:
Colliers int'l Myanmar
on 09-4210-32600 or
09-4210-14128.

NEAR YUZANA PLAZA,
Aung Thapyae St, 1100
square feet, 1 MBR, 2
commonrooms, parque,
floortiles &walltiles, fully
decored and line phone,
2 nd floor. also suitable
for office & foreigners.
ph:09-516-7767, 09-
517-0481, 09-401-
538760

BAHAN, Moe Myint San
Condo, 2400sqft, 5
AIC, Ph, skynet, f.f. 25
Lakhs(2)Pearl Condo,
1500 sqft, p.f, 4 A/IC, 15
lakhs. Ph:09-518-8320.
SERVICED Apartments
& Office Accommodation
to rent on behalf of
Landlords. Pls contact :
Ron Chaggar : 09-313-
36099, Hsu Sandi : 09-
4210-14128 at Colliers
International Myanmar
Leasing Department.
OFFICE SPACE for
Rental: Pansondan
Tower, Pansondan
(Central) Block, 1700
Sqft, 2 service lifts, Hall
Type, Monthly Rental
US$ 4000. Ph: 09-731-
54071, 01-514-802,
530-756

FOREIGNERS :Amodern
compact 2650 sq.ft floor
area single-storied 3
bedroom house, with
two gate entrances,
spacious lawn, garden
and compound on 0.4
acre plot of land, situated
in quiet locality within
walking distance from
International School
and only 3 miles from
downtown Yangon. If
interested pls contact ph :
537061, 703493, 09-511-
9421. No brokers please.

HousingforSale

LANDS for sale suitable
for making Industrial
buildings in large area.
BuyerscanContactUson
09-4500-59037. (Thereis
no pay for Agents & Third
party ... Warmly welcome
the buyers.
LASHIO:Ward 12, 2Acres
Land including the main
house and 2storey
building. In downtown
and Very Good place
for business. Price:
negotiable. Ph: 09-517-
1377, 09-515-8738
MAYANGONE, 8 Mile,
MTP Condo, 1500 sqft,
2 MB, 3 A/C, Ph. 3000
Lakhs. Maureen : 09-
518-8320.
LANMADAW, (25'x50")
12t St, the whole 8 unit
(lift), For Hotel, Education,
Ph: 09-566-1037.

Want to Rent

SANCHAUNG, Ma Kyee
Kyee St, Moe Myint San
Condo: 28' x 75' (2100
sqg.ft) 2nd fir. 2 MBR,
2 BR, 4 A.C, water
heater, furnitures. Price
: 23 lakhs. Ph: 09-730-
27267, 09-730-52266.
LANMADAW, 12 St, The
whole 8 unit (lift). For
hotel, education. Ph:
09-566-1037.

NEED SIMPLE HOUSE
with atleast4 bedrooms,
2toilets & ifpossible, near
to public transportation.
OccupancyinNovember.
Willing to pay 8 lakhs.
Contact Ha Min Shwe
at 09-4201-212 65.
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Embassy

seeks
private
driver. Must be able
to drive RHD/AT and
LHD/MT cars. Sufficient
command of English
a must. Good working
conditions. Tel.: 09 514
00022"

UN Positions

IOM Intl Organization for
Migration is seeking (1)
Accounting Assistant
inMyawaddy, Kayin State:
Academic back ground in
Business Administration
or related field. 2 years of
progressive experience.
Good writing & commu
nication skill in English.
Excellent computer skills.
(2)Nurse Counsellor in
Mawlamyine, Mon State:
Diploma/ University
degree in Nursing. Valid
license to practice is a
requirement. Experience
in treating HIV patients
is favourable. Experience
of counselling for clients
with intermediate level
counselling practice for
1 ~ 2 years. (3) Office
Driver in  Yangon:
Valid Driving license.
Knowledge of drivinig
rules & regulations & skills
in minor vehicle repair. 3
years of experience as
a driver with safe driving
record. Good knowledge
of English. Pls submit
CV to IOM Mission in
Myanmar, 318-A, Ahlone
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Email: hryangon@iom.int,
www.iom.int, Ph: 210588,
IOM Intl Organization for
Migration is seeking(1)
Project Assistant in
Yangon: University
degree in Intl Relations,
Intl Development, Law
or other relevant field.
5 years' experience
with int'l humanitarian
organizations. Fluency
in in English & Myanmar.
(2)Database Operator
- 1 post in Mawlamyine,
Mon State. Pls submit
an application letter and
an updated CV with a
maximum length of 3
pages including names &
contactdetailsof3referees
(copies of certificates &
further documents are
not required at this stage)
to Intl Organization for
Migratioin (IOM), Mission
in Myanmar - Yangon
Office, 318-A, Ahlone
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Email: hryangon@iom.
int, Closing date : 16
September 2013.

IOM Intl Organization for
Migration is seeking(1)
Medical Doctor - HIV/
AIDS in Mawlamyine,
Mon State: Advanced
University degree in
Nursing, Public Health or
Medicine. Goodin English
&Myanmar(speakingMon
would be an advantage).
Computer literacy (2)
Logistics Assistant in
Ye, Mon State: University
graduate supplemented
by technical on logistics
management. 3 years
experience & experience
with intl humanitarian
organizations. 3)
Logistics Clerk
(Mawlamyinegyun) &
Bogalay: University
Degree or Diploma
(preferably in logistics
or related area). 2 years
experienceinlogisticsfield
with INGO/ NGO. Good
in English, Computer
literate. (4)Client Service
Assistant in Yangon:
University Degree or
equivalent in Business
Management, Client
Services, Social Science
or related discipline
preferred; oranequivalent
combination of education.
Excellent computer skills
& know ledge of English.
Pls submit CV to IOM
Mission in Myanmar -
Yangon, 318-A, Ahlone
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Email: hryangon@iom.int,
Tel: 210588.

Ingo Positions

THE INT'L HIV/AIDS
Alliance is seeking(1)
The  Administrative
Assistant Excellent
interpersonal skills & a

DIPLOMAT
experienced

positive attitude toworking
with PLHIV, sex workers
& men who have sex with
men. Candidates should
have a university degree,
2 years experience.
Good knowledge of
using Microsoft Office.
Fluent Myanmar &
English. (2) Driver to
be based in Yangon :
Excellent knowledge &
experience in driving and
car maintenance. The
driver will be expected
to work a shift system.
Pls submit application
including a letter of
interest & complete CV
to an Administrative
Officer, Intl HIV/AIDS
Alliance : 12/F, Pyi Thu
St, 7 miles, Mayangone,
Yangon or via email to
admin@alliance.org.
mm or ao.alliancemm@
gmail.com Closing dat
for (1):24.9.2013. for (2)
19.9.2013

MEDECINS du Monde
(MDM) is  seeking
Logistics Supervisor 1
post in Pyapon: Bachelor
or Master Degree. 3years
experience as logistician.
Fluency in Myanmar
& English (both oral &
written). Interested and
qualified applicants
should submit CV &
a cover letter to MDM
Country  Coordination
Office, Yangon, 47-B, Po
Sein St, Bahan, Yangon.
Ph: 542830, 09-731-
71002. Email: office.
mdmmyanmar@gmail.
com
MEDECINS
Frontiers - Holland
(AZG) is seeking(1)
Office Secretary 1 post
in Yangon: University
degree. Excellent
command of English
& Myanmar. Able to
translate both written,
typed&spokenMyanmar/
English. Advanced
computer skills. (2)
Supply Manager 1 post
in Yangon: Experience
in management. Good
communication  skills,
strong team player.
Experience as Logistics
Administrator (or) Logistic
in supply management.
Strong computer skills.

Sans

(3)Field Logistician
1 post in Sittwe:
University Degree.
Previous working

experience in a similar
role. Good computer
skills. Reasonable
English level. Pls send
application letter, CV &
passport photo, copies of
education qualifications
& references to: HR
Coordinator MSF-
Holland (Yangon
Coordination), 59, Aye
Yadanar St, Thirigon
Villa, Thingangyun,
Yangon. or through msth.
myanmar.recruitment@
gmail.com.
WORLD VISION
Myanmar is seeking(1)
Design, Monitoring and
Evaluation Facilitator in
Hpa-an, Myeik, Yangon
Bachelor University
Degree in any discipline.
Competent in use of
Microsoft Office. 2 years
of progressive experience
in project programming &
monitoring. (2)Commu
nity Develop ment
Facilitator (re-open) in
Loikaw, Kayah State:
University Bachelor
Degree in any discipline.
Working experience in
community development
or related field in 1 year.
Competent in used of
Microsoft Word, Excel
& Power Point. Good
command of Myanmar &
English. (3)Community
Development Facilita
tor (re-open) in Loikaw,
Kayah State: University
Bachelor Degree in
any discipline. Working
experience in community
development or related
field in 1 year. Competent
in used of Microsoft Word,
Excel&PowerPoint. Good
command of Myanmar &
English. (4) Bookkeeper
in Yangon : University
Bachelor Degree in
accounting/ finance or
related subject. 2 years
experience as Cashier or
in the field of finance and
administration. Working
knowledge of Microsoft

Word & Excel. Pls submit
resume (clearly identify
the post you apply) by
post to HR Department,
World Vision Myanmar or
in person to application
drop-box at No 18, Shin
Saw Pu Rd; Ahlone,
Sanchaung PO or send
to myajobapps@wvi.org
Closing date : September
19, 2013.

MYANMAR RED Cross
Society is seeking(1)
Training Officer (Water
Safety) 1 postin Nay Pyi
Taw (HQ) with frequent
travel to program area:
High school level & must
finish Water Safety (TOT)
Training with Grade-A.
2 years experience in
training or other related
field. (2)Resources
Mobilization  Officer
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw:
Bachelor's degree.
Experience in Marketing
over2years. (3) Commu
nity Based First Aid
(CBFA) Officer - 1 post
in Sittwe: Bachelor's
degree of Health or
other relevant degree.
Experience in related
field. Experience and/or
knowledge in Red Cross
CBFA methods & tools,
community preventive
health care & basic life
support/ advanced first
aid. Effective English
language skill. Computer
knowledge. (4)VatSan
Project Coordinator -
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw:

Relevant university
degree. 5 years
experience in water,

hygiene & sanitation
field. Computer literacy.
Excellent in English
Pls send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society Head
Office, Yazathingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw. Or
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com.
SOLIDARITES is seeking
(1)Construction
Manager in Sittwe: Civil
Engineer Degree; B.Tech
(Civil) or B.E (Civil). 3
years of professional
experience in INGO.(2)
Rural Infrastructure
Manager in  Myebon,
Rakhine State: 3 years of
professional experiencein
INGO. Verygoodreporting
skills. For all posts :
Good level in English.
Excellent computer skills
(compulsory) & skill in
AutoCAD (optional) is
an asset. Pls submit
application (CV, cover
letter, references) by
hand to Solidarites Int'l
office, Yangon : 44A,
Tharyarwaddy Lane,
Bahan, Yangon) or by
email to: hr.solidarites.
mm@gmail.com, Closing
date: for (1) 19.9.13. (2)
20.9.13

MYANMAR RED Cross
Society is seeking (1)
Water and Sanitation
Officer - 1 post in Nay
Pyi Taw (Head Quarter)
with frequently travel to
program sites : Bachelor
degree or Engineering. 2
~ 3 years experience in
Community Mobilization
in  Myanmar relation
to water & sanitation
project. Effective English
language skills, Computer
knowledge.  (2)Wash
Manager - 1 post in Nay
Pyi Taw (Head Quarter)
with frequently travel to
program sites. Pls send
application letter, CV &
related documents to

Myanmar Red Cross
Society Head Office,
Yazathingaha Rd,

Dekhinathiri, Nay Pyi Taw.
Or mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com

Local Positions

CENTURE is one of the
leading office furniture
providers in Myanmar.
We are looking for
"Performers”, who apply
the same standard to
their work and who want
to enhance their skill and
competence. Join us and
rise over expectations
in a modern & dynamic
work ambience. Our
Open Positions (English
and Computer  skill
required) (1)sales

Employment

Manager - 2 positions
M/F Your management
experience and sales
expertise will advance our
performance. (2)Sales
Executive - 5 positions
M/F  Join our Sales
Team with your market
knowledge & strong
customer  orientation.
Please forward your
application until 30th
September 2013 to: Mail
mailHRdepartment@
gmail.com Address: Rm
(402), 4th FIr, Bldg-C,
Dagon Centre, San
Chaung Tsp, Yangon. Ph:
01-524611, 514324,
INTERNATIONAL
Furnitures from KOREA
(ENOB  Sofa, Cloth
Cabinets, Kitchen
Cabinets and Others
Furnitures)  Company
Limited issearching Sales
& Marketing Executive
University graduate,
3 years experience in
related fields, Age under
40, Must go & promote
Hotels, Restaurant and
others places, Computer
skills & fluent in English.
Ph : 09-4210-8 4764.
Email : january.snow81@

gmail.com
REQUIRED urgently
in  Limited Foreign

Company, salary as per
experiences & market
standard. Designation:
Receiptionist : 3 years
experience, Age: Nobar.
Salary:  As per market
standards.  Nationality:
Indian(Preferred) /
Other with  English
Speaking & writing skills.
Responsibility: ~ To do
receptionistduty needfully.
Note:The candidate will
have good personality ,
can nicely conversation
with phone which coming
from customers, from
MD,VP& other oversea
staff & outsider & can
do other receptionist
job. Contact details: 09-
500-2025, 01-371374,
371375, 393227, Email
ID: zmtcool@gmail.com,
jyoti.b227@gmail.com,
Jyoti.b227 @rediffmail.
com

NESTLE is the world’s
leading Nutrition, Health
& Wellness Company
is seeking (1)Nutrition
Advisor —Supervisor :
Bachelor's Degree in
Food Science, Food
Technology, Doctor,
Pharmaceutical or
related fields. 3 year
experience. Computer
& English literacy. Good
understanding of WHO
Code of conducts is a
plus. Willing to travel
(2)Channel Sales
Supervisor-NPMyanmar
(based in  Yangon)
:Bachelor's Degree in
BusinessAdministrationor
related education degree.
3 years experience.
Product knowledge/
interest for food service
industry. Ability to manage
commercial relationship
at high level. Computer
literacy & Intermediate
English communication
skills. (3)Sales Trade
Development Manager
. Bachelor's Degree in
Business Administration
or relevant educational
degree. 5 years’
experience in similar

position. Highly developed

ability of  analytical
& strategic  thinking.
Computer literacy &

English communication
skills. Willing to travel. Pls
submit complete detailed
resume to Nestle Trading
(Thailand) Ltd. (Myanmar
Representative Office):
FIr 11th Centerpoint
Towers, 65 Corner of Sule
PagodaRd &Merchant St,
Kyauktada, Yangon. Ph:
09-732-32462 Or emalil
to Email : zinhnaung_a@
nestlemyanmar.com.mm
(OR) tztzha@gmail.com
(1).PRODUCTION
Control Manager (2).
Assistant Factory
Manager :  Secondary
education or above,
Fluent in English or
Chinese, 5 Yearsorabove
experience in garment
business, Know-how
in HR, Shipping and
Accounting procedure,
Good relationship &
connecting with local
government department.
(3).AccountSupervisors
:University holder in
accounting or related
field. 3 years or above
hand on experience in
related industry, English
Or Mandarin Speaking,
Good knowledge of MS
office & Exel, 5 years
or above experience in
garment business. Pls
contact to 09-732-50821,
09-4210-56341. Gmail-
Kamtexsz@gmail.com

EXOTISSIMO Travel is
looking for French Tour
Operator : Correspond
with  overseas tour
operators, travel agents
and individual clients.
Prepare & submit tailor-
make travel itineraries.
Advise client update
information for their trip
in Myanmar. Take care
of all travel arrangements
accordingtotheirprogram.
Issue invoices for each
booking and follow up on
payments. Qualification
Requirements :Working
experience in tourism
related field is preferred.
Pro-active ,team spirit,
good organisational and
problem solving skill.
Excellent interpersonal
skills & communication
skills. Strong sales and
customer service focus.

Possess computer
proficiency Microsoft
word, Excel, Outlook

& PowerPoint. Good
communication in English
& French (Written &
Spoken). PIs send a
detailed resume with
recent photo & other
relevant documents to
HR Manager at 147,
Shwe Gone Dine St, West
Shwe Gone Dine Ward,
Bahan, Yangon, Email:
memecho@exotissimo.
com

FAMILY Entertainment
Group Co., Ltd is seeking
(1)Sales Manager - M
2 Posts (2)Sales Execu
tive(Dealer Sales) - M 2
Posts (3)Internal Auditor
- F 2 Posts (4)Credit
Controller - F 2 Posts (5)
Senior Accountant - F 2
Posts (6)Animator - M 2
Posts (7)Movie Planner
(International Movie) - M
2 Posts (8)Translator -
M/F 2 Posts (9)Network

Basic Qualifications:

Engineering

in English

try is preferable

manager

expected salary to:

WEATHERFORD
PO Box 743
Yangon, Myanmar

Due to continuous growth and expansion in

Myanmar, WEATHERFORD is seeking the en-

ergetic and qualified Field Service Engineers to

support the ongoing operation in the country.
Field Engineer

» Bachelor's degree or higher in Science or
Good verbal and written communications

Able and willing to work offshore
Engineering experience in oil & gas indus-

PC & Office Software proficient
Able to manage client relationships
Other duties as required, assigned by

For those interested, please submit applica-
tion with full resume, a recent photograph and

Email to: recruitment.wpes@gmail.com

Administrator - M
2 Posts (10)System
Administrator - M 2
Posts (11)Database
Administrator-M2Posts
(12)Senior Technician -
M2Posts(13)Technician
- M2Posts (14)Helpdesk
Operator - M 2 Posts (15)
Office Secretary - F 2
Posts  (16)Showroom
Sales - F 2 Posts (17)
Computer  Operator
- F 2 Posts (18)Driver
- M 5 Posts. Pls submit
to (5 Network) : 34/B,
New University Avenue
St, Yangon. Ph:01-
8603993~7 Email:
jobs.5nw@gmail.com
(1)CUSTOMER
Executive - 1 Post. (2)
Admin Executive - 1
Post. (3)Receptionist -
1 Post. (4)Pantry lady
-1 Post. For 1 ~ 3, all
applicantsmustbe degree
holders with 3 to 5 years
experience in hospitality
field and fluent in spoken
and written Englishfor 1 to
3. Application close on 30
Sept 2013. Pls send CV
to officehubservices@
yahoo.com

(1) ARCHITECT: 1 post
(M/F)- B.Arch or M.Arch.
Resourcefulness,
creativity, imagination
& vision. Proficiency
with  Computer Aided
Design-CAD is an added
advantage. Ability &
willingness to travel to
the proposed locations
(if necessary). (2)Civil
Engineer: 1 post (M/F)-
BE-Civii or ME-Civil.
Proficient in  Microsoft
office. Ability to calculate
bill of quantity. Ability and
willingness to travel and
base at the proposed
locations.  English in
preferable. Pls submit
an application letter with
updated resume detailing

your experience  (if
have), knowledge, skills,
expected salary together
with 2 referees and other
supported documents
to HR. And please feel
free to refer to HR for the
further details. Add: 77,
Pyi Htaung Su Avenue
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Myanmar, Ph: 09-731-
89577.
URGENTLY  required
(1).Sales & Marketing
Staff/ Supervisor (2).
Admin & Office staff
(3).Personal Secretary/
Executive  Secretary
(4). Receptionist:B.Com
(CPA) (5).HR Manager
(6).Accountant Every
post suitable for Male/
Female and attractive
salary. Send CV to
christinekhine@gmail.
comCall: 095146505
(Christine)
INTERNATIONAL
developer & construction
company is seeking
Senior consultant
(full-time or part-time):
be familiar with the
Rangoon land and
real estate market; be
familiar with the process
of land and real estate
transactions; familiar with
the relevant government
land development,
construction & trading

of relevant laws and
regulatlons; have
certain contacts and

relationship with YCDC
and government; fluent
in English communication
skills, speaking
Chinese is preferred.
development manager
and sales manager. Job
requirements:  familiar
with  Rangoon traffic
route and real estate
market; understand the
relevant  government
land and  property

transactions related laws
and regulations; familiar
with land transaction and
leasing, at least more
than one year working
experience in  real
estate company; fluent
in English or Chinese
communication  skills
Ph : 09-4500-11027, 09-
8634099, 01-667618,
email: braver2013ww@
gmail.com

OURS is a Dubai
based Construction
Company opening office
in Yangon is looking
for smart Managers
who has 8 to 10 years
Managerial Experience
in a Construction related
Business. Also require
experienced Civil
engineers, Forman
&  Supervisors  for
construction.  Technical
qualification in  Civil
engineering will be an
added advantage for all
posts. Excellent salary
& benefits for right
candidates. email details
to eurovarghese@
hotmail.com or ph.09-
732-34659.

A RADIOGRAPHER with
B.Med. (Radiography)
with some experience
is urgently required at a
private clinic in Lashio.
Salaray + commission
+ housing facility will be
provided. Interested
candidate can enquire at
09-502-6602.

WE are looking for qualified
Driver for personal
vehicle of Diplomat who
lives in Pun Hlaing Golf
Estate. The applicant
must have 3 years of
driving experience without
any criminal case and
non-smoking. For more
information, pls contact
01-527142~144 during
office hour.

opment plan

The ideal candidate :

materials

The ideal candidate:

steel industry

vice

com or in person.
No. 301, Pyay Road

Yangon, Myanmar.

Job Opportunities at NS BlueScope Pte Ltd

NS BluescopePte Ltd manufactures premium, high quality and technologi-
cally advanced coated steel, building components and building systems
through a network of manufacturing facilities in Asia. Our product brands
like Zincalume, Colorbond, Lysaght, Probuild& Butler Buildings are recog-
nized internationally in the building and construction industry as synony-
mous with quality and long term performance.
NS BluescopePte Ltd Myanmar Branch Office is looking for team mem-
bers with the energy and drive to support various Bluescope businesses
and their customers with market, business and technical information. Can-
didates should be willing to travel overseas for training.

(1) Marketing and Communications Manager

Primary responsibility is to develop and implement marketing strategies
and communication plans for NS Bluescope in Myanmar.
» Develop and execute marketing strategy and brand building devel-

» Develop, initiate and execute strategic and tactical market com-
munication activities

» Develop and deliver marketing materials for local market

» Provide primary corporate communications with major customers,
stakeholders, industry bodies and media in Myanmar

» Bachelor’s degree in Marketing/Communication or Architecture,

Engineering or Construction related technical course

At least 5 years relevant experience in building materials, construc-

tion and/or steel industry

» Competency and experience in business development, customer
service, event management, and development of communications

Supervisory/Management skills. Good computer literacy
» Good command of English and Myanmar (spoken and written)

(2) Technical Support Engineers
Provides technical support to customers, project owners, architects and
engineers. This position is a key link to communicate, coordinate and pro-

vide feedback between customers and industry professionals and NSBS.

» Bachelor Degree in Engineering, Architecture or Science
» 2 -3 year experience in building materials, construction and/or

» Experience with product technical specification and customer ser-

» Good computer literacy
* Good command in English and Myanmar (spoken and written)

Applications with CV, covering letter, copy of Identity, other qualifications
and documents should be sent in by email to khin.thu@bluescopesteel.
Diamond Condo A, Kamayut Township

011221343, 09448018719
www.bluescopesteel.com

Closing date for all applications will be 23 September and interviews
starting from 24 September.
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Olympics could seal Japan’s revival

HE 2020 Olympics could

seal the revival of Japan’s

long-stagnant economy,

analysts say, in an echo of

the 1964 Tokyo Games that
showcased a nation risen from the
ashes of defeat.

Staging the world’s biggest sport-
ing jamboree “is clearly a plus to
[economic] growth”, Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe told journalists in Buenos
Aires, hours after the Japanese capital
was named as host.

“Japan has had 15 years of econom-
ic stagnation ... and we've lost confi-
dence in ourselves. But I hope this will
be a chance for us to regain that confi-
dence,” Abe said.

In the 1960s the Games were the
coming-out party of a country that
had grown to respectability after the
ignominy of occupation following
World War II.

The 1964 Olympics heralded the
arrival of what was to become a huge
and vigorous economy, until recently
the world’s second biggest, and one
that shook up the global order until
it all came to a shuddering halt at the
end of the 1980s.

Two decades of anaemic growth
and investment-sapping deflation saw
China push a floundering Japan into
third place, as repeated attempts to
kick-start the economy did little but
add to a mountain of debt.

But Abe’s election in December
kindled hope of a recovery, and his
economic plan, dubbed “Abenomics”,

L -
Tokyo 2020 delegation members celebrate Tokyo winning the bid to host the 2020

Summer Olympic Games on September 7. Photo: AFP

has encouraged the green shoots of a
recovery that optimists say might re-
ally take hold.

Now they hope that a second bite
of the Olympic cherry could cement
that recovery and recharge a country
once known for its economic vigour.

“The most important thing about
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics is that it
has reduced risks of Abenomics fail-
ing in the middle,” said Hideyuki

Ishiguro, senior strategist at Okasan
Securities.

The Tokyo Metropolitan govern-
ment estimates that hosting the
Olympics will see about 3 trillion yen
(US$30 billion), or less than one per-
cent of Japan’s gross domestic prod-
uct, being spent in the seven years to
2020.

But Ishiguro says the real impact
will be much bigger.

“The Tokyo government’s estimate
doesn’t include redevelopment of roads
and other social infrastructure in the
greater Tokyo area, nor the govern-
ment’s plan of repairing and rebuilding
infrastructure nationwide,” he said.

The stock market in Tokyo was
quick to react, opening up almost
3.0pc on September 9 as investors
speculated there would be a boom in
construction, real estate and sports-
wear firms.

Ishiguro said the actual economic
impact of Tokyo 2020 will not be as
large as that from the 1964 Games,
when the country had to kit itself out
with all manner of infrastructure, in-
cluding the impressive bullet train
network.

In the early 1960s, “the cost of
building facilities for the Games was
just about 30 billion yen, but including
construction of infrastructure such
as expressways, water and sewage, it
amounted to 960 billion yen,” Ishiguro
said.

“Likewise the synergy effect this
time will be much bigger than Tokyo’s
estimate.”

Daiwa Securities strategist Eiji
Kinouchi forecasts the knock-on ef-
fect of the Olympics will be 150 trillion
yen, comprising some 55 trillion yen
in investment and a bump in tourism
worth a whopping 95 trillion yen be-
tween now and then.

Japan’s plan to double the num-
ber of foreign tourists by about 2020
“will be easier to achieve with the

Olympics,” Kinouchi said.

The tsunami of 2011 and resulting
nuclear disaster at Fukushima precipi-
tated a sharp drop in the number of
foreign visitors, although this has al-
ready begun to recover, thanks in part
to a much weaker yen.

But the lingering catastrophe, in-
cluding regular revelations of new
problems at the site, could act as a
brake, especially because of its effect
on international confidence, experts
say.

Abe sought to allay fears in his fi-
nal pitch to the International Olympic
Committee in Buenos Aires, stressing
the plant, 220 kilometres (140 miles)
from Tokyo, was under control.

“It has never done, and will never
do, any damage to Tokyo,” he said.

Analysts say public proclamations
like this will help keep Japan focused
on clearing up the mess.

Most commentators agree that
one of the most important boosters
that staging of the Games will bring
is offering a confidence prop to both
investors and consumers.

“The Abe administration can’t
avert painful reforms such as of tax
to achieve sustainable growth,” said
Yoshikiyo Shimamine, senior econo-
mist at the Dai-ichi Life Research
Institute.

“If the hosting of the 2020 Olym-
pics proves successful in every aspect,
then it will impress the world with the
image that Japan is back from two lost
decades,” Shimamine said. — AFP

‘Ashamed’ Mexico risk
missing World Gup

MEXICO is wrestling with the humiliat-
ing prospect of missing football’'s World
Cup finals for the first time in a quarter
century with only two qualifiers left to
reverse its fortunes.

The crisis is so bad that the Mexican
football federation is considering wheth-
er to name the national team’s third
manager in just four days. And the me-
dia has shown little love for the players
after “El Tri” lost 2-0 to their bitter rivals
the United States in Columbus, Ohio, on
September 10.

“Tritanic” was the headline in
Excelsior newspaper while the Cancha
sports pages said the team now needs
a “miracle” to book their tickets to next
year’s World Cup in Brazil.

Meanwhile, the sports daily Record
bemoaned the team’s “dreadful” show-
ing in Ohio.

“The prestige of Mexican football
breaks into pieces and the dream of go-
ing to the World Cup hangs by a thread,”
it warned.

The loss to the United States, com-
ing off the back of an embarrassing de-
feat to Honduras at home last Friday,
put Mexico in fifth place in the six-team
CONCACAF regional group and fighting
for a 2014 spot in Brazil.

‘With only the top three qualifying for
the finals in Brazil, and the fourth-placed
team advancing to a play-off against
New Zealand, Mexico will be out unless
they fight back in the final two qualifiers.

The United States leads the six-team
group by a point from Costa Rica, with
both nations already having qualified for
the finals.

At the moment, the third spot be-
longs to Honduras, with 11 points. Pana-
ma is fourth with eight points, level with
Mexico but ahead thanks to a better goal
difference.

Andres Guardado, one of Mexico’s
leading players who stars for Spanish
club Valencia, said he could understand

that Mexico fans “don’t identify with
what they are seeing”

“I want to tell them that we are
ashamed,” the winger said after the de-
feat in Ohio.

Guardado and teammates based in
Europe, such as Javier “Chicharito” Her-
nandez of Manchester United and Gio-
vani dos Santos of Villareal, have come
under criticism just over a year after
Mexicans celebrated their historic gold
medal at the 2012 London Olympics.

Luis Garcia, who played for Mexico
in the 1994 World Cup, said the current
team’s chances looked dire.

“One must consider the real possibil-
ity that Mexico will not got to the World
Cup. We can look at the scenarios and
keep hopes up, but football-wise Mex-
ico is lost and mathematically out [for
now],” Garcia told AFP.

The Mexican football federation fired
Jose Manuel “Chepo” de la Torre on Sep-
tember 7, one day after losing to Hon-
duras in Mexico City’s imposing Azteca
Stadium.

He was replaced by his assistant Luis
Fernando Tena, who coached the Olym-
pic gold medal team, but the interim
manager said after the loss to the United
States that his future would be discussed
on Wednesday.

In a section containing unfancied
nations such as Panama and Jamaica,
Mexico was widely expected to cruise to
Brazil in 2014.

But Mexico had only won one of its
eight qualifiers to date, drawing five, and
scoring a miserly four goals.

It now faces a win-or-bust game
against Panama at the Azteca on October
11 before a final showdown in Costa Rica
on October 15.

Mexico last missed a World Cup fi-
nals in 1990 when the federation was
banned from international competitions
after using over-aged players in an un-
der-20 championship. — AFP

Women’s national team coach
disappointed despite 5-0 win

kyawzinhlaing91(@gmail.com

MYANMAR coach Kumada Yoshi-
nori was far from pleased with his
side’s performance despite notching
a comfortable 5-0 win over Laos in
the opening match of the ASEAN
Football Federation Women’s Cham-
pionship.

It took a sluggish Myanmar un-
til the 31°* minute to produce a goal
during the September 10 match at
Thuwana Stadium in Yangon when
captain San San Maw netted a pen-
alty kick.

Kumada Yoshinori
Myanmar women’s national team
coach

The goal was the only for the first
half, as Laos’ defenders did a good job
keeping the Myanmar side in check.
But Laos’ defense would not hold in
the second half, which saw Myanmar
break through and put away a deluge
of goals.

Khin Marlar Tun scored in the 52°¢
minute, followed by Yee Yee Oo in the
76", Two minutes later striker Khin
Moe Wai put a header in the back of
the net. She added her second goal of
the match in the 82" minute.

“We got many goals but I'm not
satisfied because our players did not

Players vie for a header during the AFF Women’s Championship between
Myanmar and Laos in Yangon on September 10. Photo: Boothee

play well. We have to prepare for the
next match and if the players improve
their performance, we will get a good
result,” said Kumada.

Laos coach Kei Homma said his
team had failed to play up to their po-
tential in the second half.

“I was not hoping for this result,
but I acknowledge the Myanmar
players’ performance. The Myanmar
team is very strong and played well
while we did not. We played espe-
cially bad play in the second half,”
said Kei.

In other Group B action the Philip-
pines drubbed Indonesia 6-0 behind a
hat-trick from Joana Houplin on Sep-
tember 10.

In Group A play on September 9
Thailand drew with reigning champs
Vietnam 0-0 and Jordan defeated Ma-
laysia 1-0. Malaysia lost again on Sep-
tember 11 to Australia U19 1-0. Thai-
land defeated Jordan 4-0.

Myanmar will face the Philippines
on September 14, followed by matches
against Indonesia on September 16
and Japan U23 on September 18.
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GENEVA

Europe’s clubs wary of
winter 2022 World Gup

UROPE'S football clubs on

September 10 flagged con-

cerns about plans to shift the

2022 World Cup to the winter

to avoid host Qatar’s stifling
summer heat, amid fears of havoc in
their leagues.

Bayern Munich boss Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge, head of the European
Club Association, said there was major
disquiet among its 214 member teams
about the idea, floated by FIFA and
backed by the UEFA.

“We would like to be involved in the
decision-making process on a serious
and high level, because it is of course
impacting our business. So we want
to have the guarantee that we will be
involved in the decision-making pro-
cess,” the former Germany star told re-
porters as the ECA’s general assembly
wrapped up in Geneva.

Sepp Blatter, president of global
football’s governing body FIFA, has in-
sisted that shifting the World Cup from
its traditional months of June and July
makes sense for 2022.

Summer temperatures in the Gulf
can hit a blistering 50 degrees Cel-
sius, but cool to the mid-20s in the
winter.

This week, Blatter upped the ante
by saying it was not responsible to play

Jo (21) of Brazil goes up for a header against Portugal during their

international friendly match on September 10. Photo: AFP

in Qatar in the summer, even though
technology exists to cool venues.

European nations, in particular
England, have cried foul at the idea
of holding the globe’s most-watched
sporting event in January and Febru-
ary, however.

They underline that Qatar bid to
host the tournament during Europe’s
June-July close season, and that a
change would disrupt their domestic
leagues.

Rummenigge said heat was part
and parcel of football, recalling the
stifling weather when he played in the
1986 World Cup final in Mexico.

Northern hemisphere summer
dates have been stuck to in the past
even when the World Cup was staged
in the southern hemisphere. The
weather at the 2010 edition in South
Africa was often chilly, for example.

But Blatter argues that June and
July are never set in stone, and that

rescheduling would reflect football’s
global appeal by showing that anyone
can host the World Cup.

The 2022 edition will be the first in
the Arab world.

Asked whether choosing Qatar
was wrongheaded, Rummenigge re-
sponded, “I believe everybody was a
bit surprised.”

“But I don’t know if it was a mis-
take, because the policy of FIFA was
always to bring the World Cup to dif-
ferent continents,” he noted.

He said European football under-
stood fully that it was not alone on the
planet.

“Of course we need a global solu-
tion, not just a solution for Europe,” he
said. “That’s why we have to be sensi-
ble to find the best solution.”

Michel Platini, head of European
football’s governing body UEFA, has
also backed a switch, last month slap-
ping down the English Premier League
which insists that moving the location
makes more sense than shifting to the
winter.

The issue will be under discussion
at a UEFA board meeting next week,
while Blatter wants it on the table at
a session of FIFAs executive in Octo-
ber, but Rummenigge insisted things
should not be rushed. — AFP

SYDNEY

10C concerned
with Rio progress

NEWLY elected International Olympic
Committee vice president John Coates
on September 11 piled pressure on 2016
host Rio, saying its slow progress in
preparing for the Games was of “criti-
cal concern”.

The Australian, who was elected to
the post at the IOC’s 125" session in
Buenos Aires this week, said there was
no bigger challenge for the organisa-
tion than ensuring Rio was ready on
time.

“Our biggest challenge is Rio. There
is a little over two years to go and there
is still so much work to be done,” he said
in a statement headlined “Rio prepara-
tion of critical concern” released by the
Australian Olympic Committee.

“We are all concerned. It is not im-
possible, but they desperately need a
more concerted effort with some of the
infrastructure projects and venues.”

With the clock rapidly ticking be-
fore the first Olympics in South Amer-
ica, many facilities in Rio have yet to
be completed because of construction
delays and soaring costs.

There have also been street protests
about the vast investment being made
in the Olympics and the football World
Cup next year, which is also being held
in Brazil.

In an interview with the ABC,
Coates said it was too late to move the
Olympics elsewhere.

Coates’ concerns were echoed by
other IOC members in Buenos Aires,
who said they voted for Tokyo ahead
of Istanbul to host the 2020 Games
because of the slow progress in Rio
and fears of a repeat for the following
edition. — AFP
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Nadal, Djokovic mourn
their own losse

HEN an emotional

Rafael Nadal col-

lapsed to the blue

cement surface of

Arthur Ashe Stadi-
um after securing a 13® Grand Slam
crown, he could have been sobbing
for his lost years.

On the other side of the net, van-
quished opponent Novak Djokovic
was facing the harsher reality of lost
opportunities.

Nadal’s second US Open title took
him to within four of Roger Federer’s
record of 17 Grand Slam crowns and
just one shy of Pete Sampras’s 14.

The Spaniard, with 60 career ti-
tles under his belt and more than
US$60 million in career earnings,
took his record in Grand Slam finals
to 13 wins against five losses.

World number one Djokovic has
celebrated six Grand Slam final suc-
cesses but also tasted six defeats.

For Nadal, the lost years meant
tournaments missed when his brittle
knees conspired against him and his
career.

The 27-year-old has been forced to
skip five majors - Wimbledon 2004,
the 2006 Australian Open, Wimble-
don again in 2009, the 2012 US Open
as well as this year’s Australian Open.

The short two-week gap between
the French Open, which he has won
a record eight times, and Wimbldeon
has also been a factor in his stop-

John McEnroe
American tennis legend

Rafael Nadal reacts after defeating Novak Djokovic in the US Open final in New York on September 9. Photo: AFP

start assault on the majors.

Defeats in the first round in Lon-
don this year and the second round
in 2012 would most likely have been
avoided had the turnaround from
Paris to the All England Club not
been so tight.

He has 13 majors at the age of 27,
just like Federer, who is now 32, had
achieved.

“I never thought something like
this could happen, so excited to be
back on tour trying to be competi-
tive” said Nadal, who returned to
the tour after a seven-month injury
absence.

Djokovic, who will turn 27 next
year, remains stuck on six majors,
four of which have come in Australia.

“Thirteen Grand Slams for a guy
who is 27 years old is incredible,” said
Djokovic in praise of Nadal.

“He’s definitely one of the best
players ever”

Nadal completed a career Grand

Slam when he captured the 2010
US Open title. He was only 24 at the
time.

In the recent era, Andre Agassi
was 29 when he claimed a career
sweep while Sampras never solved
the riddles of Paris’ red brick dust.

Federer completed his career
Grand Slam in 2009 at the French
Open but that took him until he was
28; it was also the year that Nadal
suffered his one and only career de-
feat at Roland Garros.

Djokovic, meanwhile, has suffered
nothing but frustration in Paris.

By the time the French Open
rolled around in 2011, he was on a
41-match winning streak which was
ended in the semi-finals by Federer.

That defeat shattered what would
have been a rare calendar Grand
Slam, something only two players
have ever achieved, Donald Budge
(1938) and Rod Laver (1962 and
19609).

“Nadal is to me the greatest
player that ever lived,” said John
McEnroe.

“I have always said Roger Federer
to me was the greatest player that
ever lived, certainly the most beauti-
ful player. But I'm going to tell you
right here and now there’s a definite
argument,.I'm starting to lean to-
ward Rafa”

Nadal has a winning record
against all of his rivals.

He is 21-10 against Federer, 22-
15 when facing Djokovic and 13-5
against world number three Andy
Murray.

In Grand Slam play, he has lost
just 23 times, while Djokovic has had
30 defeats and Federer 40, although
the 32-year-old Swiss has played
many more times.

If Nadal’s knees remain sturdy,
it looks likely that McEnroe’s confi-
dence in Nadal’s place in the sport’s
history will be fully justified. — AFP

Los Angeles

Armstrong says medal headed
back to 10C

Disgraced cyclist Lance Armstrong has
handed over his 2000 Olympic bronze
medal to US Olympic officials, nine
months after the International Olympic
Committee demanded it back, he said
on September 12.

“The 2000 Bronze is back in pos-
session of [@usolympics and will be
in Switzerland asap to (@Olympics,”
Armstrong said on Twitter, posting a
photo of the medal.

USOC spokesman Patrick Sandusky
confirmed on Twitter that the American
body had the medal.

Armstrong was stripped of his
seven Tour de France titles and banned
from the sport for life in October 2012,
after the US Anti-Doping Agency
produced evidence of widespread dop-
ing by him and his former teammates.

Karachi

Squash’s Olympic fight to go on
Legendary Pakistan squash player
Jahangir Khan vowed on September
11 to keep fighting for a place for
his sport in the Olympics despite
the failed bid to join the 2020 Tokyo
Games.

The International Olympic Com-
mittee voted on September 8 to put
wrestling back on the roster. Squash
trailed in third place, winning 22 votes
out of 95 cast, behind 49 for wrestling
and 24 for baseball/softball.

In 2005 the sport topped the vote
but failed to get the required two-thirds
majority. It failed again in 2009.

Baltimore

Yankees place Jeter on DL, ending
his season

The Yankees placed Derek Jeter on
the disabled list on September 11,
effectively ending the star shortstop’s
injury-marred season.

Concerns over Jeter’s surgically-
repaired left ankle, and the chance he
could be hurt further if he plays again
this season, prompted the move.

The 39-year-old has played only 17
games this season.

Jeter broke his ankle in game one
of last season’s American League
Championship Series.

He broke the same ankle in spring
training, and then strained a quadri-
ceps in his first game back. - AFP
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