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Detained migrants, their hands bound, sit on the
ground following a raid by immigration officials near
Kuala Lumpur shortly after midnight on September 1.

Minister seeks deal with Malaysia on migrants

Minister for Labour, Employment and Social Security U Aye Myint will seek an

agreement with Malaysia to enable undocumented Myanmar migrant workers to

register and work in the country legally, a senior official said last week. The minister

led a delegation to Malaysia on September 9, about a week after the country launched a
5 SN a - crackdown on illegal workers which has already seen thousands detained.
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Calls for clarity over
: downtown land deal

Former owners of a 34.7-acre site in

i downtown Yangon have called on
government departments to come
clean on the details of a development
: deal agreed with private companies.

| PROFILE6

One man’s journey from
¢ Kachin to the US army

i Ko Sin Naw Wa Lapai had no idea

i what the future held for him when

¢ he fled Myanmar in June 2006. More
than seven years on, he serves in the

i United States army - but his thoughts
i are never far from Kachin State.

| BUSINESS26

. Ongoing conflict leaves
i dam projects in limbo
A China-backed company has been
i forced to suspend feasibility studies
: on six hydropower dams in Kachin

i State because of ongoing conflict
between the KIA and the Tatmadaw.

| PROPERTY32

: Sales slow as govt

i ponders action

i Agents say property sales in Yangon

i have slowed after the government

i indicated it is considering changes to
i land-related taxes in a bid to rein in

i soaring prices.

| THEPULSE

Film festival fever

Film-lovers in Yangon are bracing for
i a smorgasbord of international and

i local movies, with five festivals set to
i Kick off this week.

We must avoid ‘reckless’ reforms

Thura U Shwe Mann has told political leaders in Shan State that reforms - including constitutional amendments - should
not be rushed, but also committed to devolving more powers to regional governments and self-administered areas. news s
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Myanmar food tough to stomach
Burma Superstar; a popular San Fran-
cisco restaurant that serves Myanmar
food, closed temporarily last week after
officials linked it to an E. coli outbreak.

The San Francisco Health Department
is investigating 14 cases, nine of which
affected people who dined at Burma
Superstar on August 16 or 17.

“There have been no fatalities and
there have been no new cases since this
exposure date,” the SFDPH said
in a statement.

Baskethall diplomacy: round two

NBA Hall of Famer and former Chicago
Bull Dennis Rodman has flown to North
Korea for a visit with supreme leader
Kim Jong-Un. It is his second trip to the
isolated country, and it is believed Rod-
man is the only American known to have
met Kim since he

inherited leadership in 2011.

Upon returning from his first visit,
Rodman referred to Kim as a “friend”
and “an awesome kid".

The admiration is mutual, with Kim
Jong-Un being a major basketball fan.
Rodman’s return is part of a bid to
ensure the release of detained Ameri-
can citizen Kenneth Bae, a former tour
operator and undercover missionary.
Rodman announced his intention to
appeal for the release via Twitter; asking
that Kim “do me a solid and cut Kenneth
Bae loose”.

“I'm gonna try and get the guy out... It's
gonna be difficult.”

Page 2

online editor Kayleigh Long |
kayleighelong@gmail.com /}}
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Duke of Pornwall

British parliament has been left red-
faced after revelations that over 1300
MPs, Lords, and Parliament staffers
used state computers to access raun-
chy content more than 300,000 times
in the last year. This comes amid furore
over Prime Minister David Cameron’s
proposal to introduce mandatory filter-
ing of online smut using an opt-out
“pornwall”.

The Parliamentary Network records,
obtained by Huffington Post UK in a
Freedom of Information request, showed
visits varied wildly from month to month
- from more than 100,000 last November
to just 397 in June.

Cat mayor in recovery

The feline mayor of Talkeetna, a small
town in Alaska, is resting up and receiv-
ing medical attention after being mauled
by a loose dog on August 31.

Stubbs, a 16-year-old orange tabby,
suffered a punctured lung, a deep gash
on his side and a badly fractured ster-
num. A crowdsourced fund to aid his
recovery was established, and his owner
said the outpouring of generosity had
been overwhelming.

“I'm getting cards and calls from
Australia to Germany to fricking London
to all over the lower 48,” said Stubbs’
owner, Lauri Stec, who remains optimis-
tic he will recover and resume office.

“He’s a freaking tough boy,” she said.

Stubbs has held his nominal mayor-
alty since 1997.

When Myanmar was Burma...

Archival material provided by Pansodan Gallery

BURMESE MONKS NOT PRO-JAP

In spite of their claims to be Buddhists, the

apanese e never revered the Sangha of
monks which, with the Buddha and the Dhamma,
form the three great objects of reverence to
Burmese Buddhists. the contrary, they
have often ignored and ridiculed the monks,
and on occasion have forced them to carry out
duties not entirely in keeping with their dignity
and status.

In an effort to keep as far from the Japanese
as possible, Buddhist monks have been leaving
the more important centres of religion, such as

Rangoon, Mandalay and other large towns.
Moreover, when out of reach of the Japanese,
they are not atfaid to preach to the people that
the Japs are not their friends, but their
enemies.

The monks have always wiclded a powerful
influence over the masses. Already there is a
move afoot in Burma for the protection of the
monks, whose hardships and sufferings are the
subject of o comment. Burmans, fearing
the deterioration of their religion, are in a Mood
iy sympa!his: with this moverpent,

4
Excerpt from British-run Burma To-Day, May 1944
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NLD to propose
changes to protest law

THE National League for Democracy
will propose during the next hluttaw
session that section 18 of the Law on
Peaceful Assembly and Peaceful Pro-
cession be reviewed, party leader Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi said last week.

Section 18 contains the penalties for
violations, such as protests held with-
out permission, which include up to
two years’ imprisonment.

“One of our NLD representatives
will put forward a proposal during the
next session,” she said on August 30.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said section
18 “prohibits citizens’ right to protest
peacefully” and she is confident that
other MPs will agree to review the law.

There appears to be at least some bi-
partisan support for changes to the law,
which was approved in late 2011.

In March, the Union Solidarity and

Development Party’s Thura U Aung Ko
said provisions in the peaceful protest
law do not conform with section 354(a)
of the constitution, which gives citizens
the right to freely express their beliefs.

Since the law was enacted, between
70 and 100 people have been charged
under section 18, said U Ye Aung from
the Assistance Association for Politi-
cal Prisoners. “We believe there could
also be more cases that we don’t know
about,” he added.

Most recently, about 20 people who
protested for the abolishment of sec-
tion 18 in Yangon on August 27 were
also charged under the section.

“We demonstrated to abolish sec-
tion 18 but we have been charged under
this section,” said protester Ko Kyaw
Nay Win. — Win Ko Ko Latt, translated
by Zar Zar Soe

- . : | &
Activists take part in a peace demonstration in Yangon on September 21, 2012. Photo: Kaung Htet

U Shwe Mann urges patience on reforms

Changes should be considered carefully and “reckless” decisions avoided, speaker tells ethnic leaders amid debate over constitutional reforms

SOE THAN
LYNN

soethanlynn(dgmail.com

MYANMAR needs to carefully consid-
er the long-term impact of proposed
reforms and ensure it does not make
“reckless” mistakes, Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann said
last week during a tour of Shan State.

“If we go ahead with our own desire
without thinking about the future, in
the end we can miss the goal,” he said
on September 4 at a public meeting in
Laukkai in northern Shan State.

While he did not speak specifically
about constitutional amendments, the
speaker appeared to be addressing eth-
nic demands for federalism.

He urged patience and said that
every country has to develop its own
individual political structure.

“Democratic countries have to exer-
cise democracy in a way that matches
their history and culture. They don’t
all practise democracy the same way.
At the moment our country is using
this particular form at this time but
everything is always changing. We are
seeking to amend or change the laws

and bylaws,” he said. “As we are imple-
menting democratic reforms we always
study the existing laws as well.”

Thura U Shwe Mann was joined on
the tour by the heads of parliamentary
committees and hluttaw representa-
tives from the areas he visited. The aim
of the tour was for the speaker to meet
residents and political groups and dis-
cuss their needs and priorities for the
reform process.

He began the trip with a public
address in Taunggyi on September 2
before proceeding to Kengtung the fol-
lowing day. On September 4, he met
members of the Kokang Self-adminis-
tered Zone’s Leading Body in Laukkai,
while another public meeting was held
on September 5 in Lashio. He met a
range of political and armed groups,
including members of the United Wa
State Army.

In his meetings the speaker dis-
cussed the distribution of more power
to state and region governments and
self-administrated zones and regions,
budget allocation, tax income allocation
and resource sharing - all issues closely
linked to calls for a federal system.

Shan State Minister for Forestry and
Mines U Sai Aik Paung told The Myan-
mar Times that during a meeting with
Thura U Shwe Mann he proposed that
state and region governments receive

Thura U Shwe Mann in Laukkai on
September 4. Photo: Supplied/Union Daily

50 percent of the budget in 2014-15.

“If this happens then transporta-
tion, education and health problems
can be resolved and the Union Govern-
ment will have less headaches,” said U
Sai Aik Paung, who is also chairman of
the Shan Nationalities Development
Party (SNDP) and a member of the
Shan State Hluttaw.

“I think it’s possible for states and
regions to get 50pc if the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw wants it to happen.

“I also discussed federalism with

Thura U Shwe Mann ... He said he ac-
cepts federalism but he explained that
the system should be appropriate for
the history of the country and should
start in phases - maybe it can’t happen
completely at once. We agreed with
him.

“Some parts of federalism - decen-
tralisation and power sharing - we
have already gained to some extent.
For example, the state government is
now able to directly hire nurses and
teachers.”

U Sai Paung Nap, an Amyotha Hlut-
taw representative who joined with
Thura U Shwe Mann, said the tour
could bring some “instant benefits” for
residents, while ethnic political parties,
the Shan State government and leading
bodies of self-administered zones and
regions were also encouraged.

“Especially in Kunlong and Hopang,
residents told him about their difficul-
ties and he fixed some problems im-
mediately as much as he could because
ministers and local authorities were
also present,” U Sai Paung Nap said.

“It is expected that the speaker will
continue his tour to Rakhine State ...
after his Shan State trip finishes.”

The Pyithu Hluttaw representative
for Kunhing in Shan State, Daw Nan
Wah Nu, told The Myanmar Times that
locals welecomed the frankness with

which they could speak with Thura
U Shwe Mann. “People were never al-
lowed to meet directly and discuss is-
sues openly with senior officials like
this before,” she said. — Translated by
Zar Zar Soe and Thiri Min Htun
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Govt, KIO
technical

teams to
hold talks

EI EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwinldgmail.com

PEACE talks between the government
and the Kachin Independence Organi-
sation are expected to resume in mid-
September, sources in a peace facilita-
tion group say.

“We will be able to confirm the date
after the meeting of technical teams,”
said U Hla Maung Shwe of the Myan-
mar Peace Center.

Technical teams from the govern-
ment and the KIO will meet next week
to discuss topics in advance before un-
ion level peace talks resume.

“We invited the KIO technical team
to meet on 16-17 September in Myitkyi-
na. Soon afterward, union-level peace
talks will restart this month,” said
peace facilitator U Hla Maung Shwe.

At talks in Myitkyina at the end of
May, the two sides reached a seven-
point agreement but KIO did not sign
a ceasefire. Although fighting reduced
in intensity following the talks, clashes
have occurred in the northeast part of
Kachin State since about mid-August,
Kachin news sources said.

General Sumlut Gam, leader of the
KIO delegation, told the Kachin News
Group that the May agreement “in-
cluded reducing military conflict, but
it was not a ceasefire” He also accused
the Tatmadaw of not abiding by the
agreement.

“The agreement has to be obeyed
by both sides. We will follow it as
much as possible, but the government
attacks could affect talks.”

Residents have expressed fears
of escalation as a result of the recent
clashes. “We have urged both sides not
to delay in resuming talks. People don’t
want the peace process stalled because
of minor clashes. Delay could under-
mine the agreement we reached,” U
Lami Gun Ja, a peace facilitator with
the Peace-talks Creation Group (PCG),
told The Myanmar Times.

“Nobody wants to hear the crack of
gunfire,” he added.

The government has pledged to
hold a nationwide ceasefire ceremony
at the end of October and that will
only be possible if there is progress in
its talks with the KIO.

“Both sides may meet again at the
end of this month. They will focus
mainly on a nationwide ceasefire ac-
cord and on the seven points they
agreed on at the last round of talks,”
said PCG member U San Aung.

U Hla Maung Shwe said the gov-
ernment had adhered to all of the
ceasefire agreements reached so
far with armed ethnic groups. The
KIO is the only major group yet to
sign a ceasefire, although a number
of smaller ethnic armies are also
holding out.

“Some groups accepted it and some
are still thinking,” said U Hla Maung
Shwe. “We will also clearly explain the
process to the KIO.”

Yangon residents walk
through a compound in the
downtown area that they say
was confiscated from them in
1994. Photo: Boothee

Residents call for

NOE NOE
AUNG

noenoeag(dgmail.com

A GROUP of Botahtaung township
residents have accused two govern-
ment departments of impropriety
over a controversial property devel-
opment on land confiscated from
them two decades ago.

The residents have protested re-
peatedly over the confiscation, accus-
ing the Department of Human Set-
tlement and Housing Development
(DHSHD) and Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee (YCDC) of improp-
erly entering into contracts with four
companies - Yuzana, Ruby Dragon,
Eden and Wah Wah Win - to develop
the site, which occupies almost 35
acres of prime downtown real estate.

U Myint Maung, a dispossessed
land owner who has led the cam-
paign for restitution, said neither de-
partment was willing to take respon-
sibility for the land deal, the terms of
which have never been made public.

“When we asked who allowed
the companies to build on our lands,
the companies said it was DHSHD.
And then later they said that they
are working under the permission of
YCDC. When we spoke to a YCDC of-
ficial, he said it has no contract with
the companies and they are even
preparing to sue them,” said U Myint
Maung.

“But I think YCDC has taken too
long to prepare the case because
there are already a dozen buildings
going up at the site and no charges
yet,” he added.

YCDC spokesperson U Myo Swe
would not confirm whether the com-
mittee is considering legal action but
said the case would be examined by
a new 30-member committee it has

formed to investigate land disputes
in Yangon.

“There is no solution yet. Now
YCDC formed a complaint section
and this section will be managed by
a committee of YCDC officials. That
committee will take care of this Bo-
tahtaung case. That’s all I can say for
now;” he said.

The 1.51-million-square-foot (34.7-
acre) site was confiscated from resi-
dents in 1994 by the military regime
for a national development project.
The residents still have 90-year land
grants issued in 1923 to prove their
ownership.

ACRES

34.7

The size of the disputed land in
Yangon's Botahtaung township

Fenced off and overgrown with
weeds, it sat abandoned for almost 20
years until construction work began
in January.

“There was no compensation, no
notice. We were told that the lands
were nationalised,” U Myint Aung
said. “And there was no national-level
project - until January.”

Another resident, U Tin Oo, said
work stopped but then restarted
again in April.

“We protested once a month since
April and we reported our desire to
get back our land to the relevant gov-
ernment departments. We've written
to the president about 10 times,” he
said.

“At first, we just wanted to get
our land back. But then we noticed

crity over land dea

the government departments’ sloppy
management and so we also want
them to take responsibility for their
mistakes.”

Several companies involved in the
deal refused to comment last week,
while Yuzana owner and Pyithu Hlut-
taw representative U Htay Myint told
The Myanmar Times that the dispute
did not concern his company.

“This is a problem between DH-
SHD and the residents of the ward.
It’s not related to our company. We
can’t and won’t get involved in resolv-
ing this problem,” he said.

“We will start our development
projects after the problem is fixed.”

But the residents have also ac-
cused one of the companies of fenc-
ing off the site in downtown Yangon
to foil a planned protest on Septem-
ber 10.

“Wah Wah Win company started
fencing the disputed compound on
September 5. I think they are trying
to block us from entering as we have
permission to protest against the
project on [September 10],” resident
U Myint Aung told The Myanmar
Times on September 6.

U Myint Aung was one of about 70
people who came to the site to pro-
test the building of the fence. They
called on officials from Wah Wah Win
to discuss the dispute with them but
were rebuffed.

Resident U Maung Maung Tin
said neither the government depart-
ments nor the companies involved
had made any effort to speak with
them.

“All we ask for now is to get a
chance to talk ... But whenever we
went to the companies, they refused
to meet us. If they really have nothing
to hide over this project, they should
meet with us.

“We won't stop trying to get
our lands back,” he said. “We want
answers.” — Additional reporting by
Soe Than Lynn

Beauty
queen
wins four
prizes in
Belarus

MOH MOH THAW
mohthaw(@gmail.com

MYANMAR beauty queen Khin
Wint War arrived home over
the weekend after snaffling four
awards and a top-20 finish in the
Miss Supranational pageant in
Belarus.

The 19-year-old university
student received the Miss Inter-
net award at the ceremony in
Minsk on September 6, as well
as the People’s Choice award and
two prizes from beauty pageant
websites.

She was beaten in the overall
competition by Mutya Johanna
Datul from the Philippines,
while contestants from Mexico
and Turkey finished second and
third respectively. Altogether, 94
women took part in the pageant,
which has been held annually
since 20009.

But Myanmar eyes were all
on Khin Wint War, who was due
to arrive back in Myanmar on
September 8.

Her win in the Miss Internet
category was particularly sur-
prising given voters had to pay
by credit card, which few people
in Myanmar have access to.

Votes could be submitted be-
tween September 2 and 6, with
10 votes costing US$5. Khin
Wint War received 3600 votes,
ahead of the contest from Thai-
land, who received less than
2000 votes.

She wrote on her Facebook
page that she had not expected
to win the prize and was shocked
at the strong support from her
Myanmar supporters.

“Online payment systems are
not developed much yet in My-
anmar. On the other hand, in
other countries everybody has a
credit or debit card. That’s why I
dare not expect many votes from
Myanmar,” she wrote.

“I love all my Myanmar fans.
I promise I will be a Miss Myan-
mar who serves her country duti-
fully and responsibly.”

Her awards and top-20
finish was all the more no-
table given she was the first
Myanmar participant in the
competition.

However, she attracted con-
troversy for donning a swimsuit
during the contest, with some
Facebook users attacking Khin
Wint War for betraying tradi-
tional Myanmar values. Other
web users defended the model,
saying she was just following the
rules of the international beauty
pageant.

\-wesmck s Grow'”l, Customized serv®®

LDGX/,' ILDEX MYANMAR 2013

The Z'International Livestock & Aquaculture Expo in Myanmar 2013

Mursaay 17 1o Saneaay ' Septembe. 2013
Tatmadaw Exhibition Hall,U Wisaya Rd,

U Wisaya Dagon,

FREE BUS PICKUP
Pick-up poenfs

- Myanmar Fisheries Federation (MFF): Bayintnaung Road, West Gyogone, Insein Township, Yangon Region, Myanmar.

Drop-off powt:

The Cpeen
Cpramaey
wil s oL en ploce
an Mooy :
Daity Open:
#:00am - 5:00pm
(Free Entrance)

12 Seqnt
at F3%om

P, Yangon,

REGISTER NOWI
Tel: 094 2002 5684
Email: lIdexmyanmar@gmall. com
or vegsmyanmar@gmall.com

From OWEF) (MLF) o Tosmooias Exmibison Hol From Tamockors Extsbion Hol o (INMFF) (MLF)
8:30 @:30 10:30 11:30
Pickup: 10:30 | Arrive: 11:30 | Pickup: 14.00 | Arive: 15:00
13:30 14:30 16:00 17:00

- Myanmar Livestock Federation (MLF): Bayintnaung Road & Comer Ser-Hmu-Say-Wah Road, West Gyogon, Insein Township,
Yangon Region, Myanmar.

- Tatmadaw Exhibition Hall: U Wisaya Rd, U Wisaya Quarter, Dagon Township, Yangon, Myanmar,
FREE SHUTTLE BUS BY ILDEX MYANMAR (Daily from 12'- 1479/2013)

Organized by:
vnu exhibitions

7" w e asia pacific

Supported by

= 8



www.mmtimes.com

News 5

Minister to seek migrant
labour deal in Malaysia

) .
- I /
NOE NOEAUNG TIM MCLAUGHLIN

A MINISTRY of Labour delegation will
travel to Malaysia this week to propose
a program to register undocumented
migrant workers in Myanmar, a week
after hundreds were detained in a na-
tionwide crackdown launched by the
Malaysian government.

The delegation, scheduled to depart
on September 9, will be led by Minister
for Labour, Employment and Social Se-
curity U Aye Myint.

Department of Labour director U
Myo Aung, who will also travel to Ma-
laysia with the delegation, said the gov-
ernment hoped to reach an agreement
with Malaysia on registering undocu-
mented migrant workers.

“We [have] realised that solving
problems each time they occur does not
work. We need some policies to protect
our workers there so we want to focus
on negotiating an agreement,” he told
The Myanmar Times on September 7.

He hinted that a temporary ban on
sending migrant workers to Malaysia
through legal channels that the gov-
ernment announced in June could be
lifted after this week’s visit. “After we
check the conditions in Malaysia, we’ll
[allow] workers to go there if every-
thing is fine for them,” he said.

Malaysia’s home affairs minister was
quoted as saying last week that more
than 2400 undocumented migrants
have been arrested in 40 raids since the
operation began on September 1.

More than 550 of those detained
are Myanmar nationals but the Malay-
sian embassy in Yangon said last week
it expects that number to climb as the
sweeps continue.

The three-month operation is aimed
at rooting out and deporting some
500,000 illegal workers - mostly from
Bangladesh, Myanmar and Indonesia
- who live in Malaysia and survive on
low-paying jobs.

U Myo Aung said he did not think
the government could do anything to
help detained illegal workers because
of the Malaysian government’s policy.

“From their side, the Malaysian gov-
ernment did their job and the workers
are illegal so yes, they have the right to
arrest them. They arrest every illegal
worker - not only those from Myanmar
but also from Indonesia, Vietnam, In-
dia and other countries,” he said.

o

Suspected illegal foreign workers sit on the ground during an immigration raid

%

operation shortly after midnight on September 1 outside Kuala Lumpur. Photo: AFP

Pranom Somwong, a representative
of the Worker Hub for Change and Net-
work of Action for Migrants in Malay-
sia, said the sweeps are mostly focusing
on Kuala Lumpur, Selangor, Penang
and Johor, which have been identified
as “hubs” for undocumented workers.

The Malaysian embassy estimates
that there are 100,000 illegal Myanmar
workers in Malaysia. There are another
300,000 documented workers, while
about 3000 Myanmar nationals apply
each month for Malaysian work visas.

The visit will be the second that My-
anmar officials have made to Malaysia
in recent months because of concerns
over the safety of migrant workers.

Many workers are lured to Malay-
sia by brokers and employers with the
promise of relatively high-paying jobs
but after arrival find themselves work-
ing in poor conditions for low wages
with their passports being held by their
employers.

“Workers find themselves caught
between potentially unscrupulous em-
ployment agencies and the risk of being
arrested by immigration authorities,”
said Ms Pranom.

Charles Hector, a lawyer and hu-
man rights activist in Malaysia who
has worked extensively with Myanmar
workers, described the crackdown as
misguided because it targets workers
instead of the employers and broker
agencies that force them out of legal
jobs.

He said many workers arrive in Ma-
laysia legally but quit their jobs and
lose their status as documented work-
ers when they find conditions and pay
far below what they expected.

He said another problem stems
from workers being offered long-term
contracts only to have them quickly

Thailand agrees to
extend workers’ visas

MYANMAR migrants in Thailand hold-
ing expiring visas have been granted a
lifeline, with the Thai and Myanmar
governments reaching an agreement
that will let them extend their stay past
the earlier four-year limit.

A representative from the Thai Min-
istry of Employment, who asked not to
be named, confirmed that the agree-
ment had been reached but said nei-
ther side could reveal the specifics “at
the moment”

He said an official announcement
outlining the new program will be re-
leased on September 11 or 12.

The decision came after several
meetings between the Department of
Employment and their counterparts in
the Thai government.

As The Myanmar Times reported
last month, the first of hundreds of
thousands of visas issued to Myanmar
workers under a program since 2009

have expired in recent weeks.

The program is based on a memo-
randum of understanding signed in
2003 but not implemented until 2009.
After the visas expire the workers are
required to return to Myanmar for
several years before being allowed to
return.

Migrant rights’ advocates say the
lack of a provision for extending the
visas has left migrant workers at risk of
extortion and exploitation.

The Migrant Workers Rights Net-
work says a black market has already
sprung up for fake passports and visas,
and migrants who buy the documents
often take out loans from local organ-
ised crime rings.

The Ministry of Employment rep-
resentative declined to say what meas-
ures would be taken to ensure migrant
workers are aware of any changes to
the existing system. — Bill O’Toole

terminated by employers looking to
save money or operate off the books.

“The question is: How did they be-
come undocumented?” said Mr Hector.

The Myanmar embassy in Kuala
Lumpur could not be reached for com-
ment last week, with repeated phone
calls going unanswered.

Govt needs help with
drug fight: US official

NAN TIN HTWE
nantin.htwe(@gmail.com

THE United States is “hopeful” My-
anmar can meet a 2019 drug elimi-
nation target but believes it cannot
make progress against narcotics on
its own, a senior State Department
official said last week.

“Having a clear timeline or goal
is good for the government and
all the other parties,” William R
Brownfield, assistant secretary of
state for international narcotics
and law enforcement affairs, said at
a September 6 press conference at
the US embassy.

He said that the government
needs to learn from the past, iden-
tify why it could not meet the origi-
nal 2014 deadline and then make
some “adjustment and modifica-
tion” to its strategies.

While Mr Brownfield said the
Myanmar government is “unable”
to tackle the country’s drug prob-
lems on its own, his September 4-6
visit was mostly limited to meet-
ings with government officials, in-
cluding ministers in the President’s
Office, the minister for foreign af-
fairs and the chief of the Myanmar

Police Force. He also held discus-
sions with civil society groups and
some ethnic minority leaders, but
there were no talks with govern-
ment officials from Shan State,
which accounts for 98 percent of
Myanmar’s drug production, or
armed ethnic groups.

“I represent the US government
so I met only with government of-
ficials,” Mr Brownfield said.

He said he is aware of the “com-
plexity” of Myanmar’s drug problem.

He highlighted the importance
of “genuine” alternative develop-
ment options for farmers who grow
poppy, adding that it was not re-
alistic to just give them seeds for
legal crops. He also said he would
welcome effective cooperation be-
tween China and Myanmar on drug
issues.

“I believe there has been dia-
logue between the two countries.”

Mr Brownfield also stressed
that the focus of his visit was not
limited to the fight against illicit
drugs, with broader discussions
held on law enforcement-related is-
sues, including greater engagement
between the US and the Myanmar
Police Force.
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From a Thai prison to the US army,
Kachin man never far from home

After fleeing Myanmar in 2006, Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai endured many ups and downs before finding his calling in the US army

NAN TIN
HTWE

nantin.htwe(dgmail.com

WHEN he left home on June 10, 2006,
Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai felt only uncer-
tainty for the future. He had resolved
to leave Myanmar three days earlier,
after arguing with a police officer who
had charged his parents for conduct-
ing missionary activities in Yangon’s
North Dagon township. But he had
no qualifications or job prospects and
was unsure what to expect as an illegal
migrant in Thailand.

“T was full of fear,” Ko Sin Wa Naw
Laphai, 27, told The Myanmar Times
in a recent interview. “I was scared
when I thought of all the possible
things that could happen to me, espe-
cially going to jail.”

Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai’s sense of
foreboding was well founded. Only
three days later, he was arrested by
Thai police. He was stripped, searched
and had his possessions taken from
him, including his shoes and belt. He
spent the next three months in a fetid
prison cell with four other men.

“They treat us bad, especially if
they know you are from Burma,” he
said.

‘I always think
what happens if my
parachute doesn’t
open ... I pray to God
every time before I
do ajump.’

Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai
I

“We never had sufficient food; hun-
ger always accompanied us. The five
of us just sat around the communal
plate, and when the food dropped in
we would fill our stomachs as fast as
possible.”

Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai was de-
ported back to Myanmar in October
2006 but immediately crossed the
border into Thailand and made his
way to Malaysia, where he survived by

washing dishes in a Chinese restau-
rant and waiting on tables.

“Sometimes there was no work. I
would sleep in the stairwell of an old
apartment, or on the sidewalk near a
shopping mall,” he said. “They were
the most miserable times of my life.
But they made me stronger.”

That strength eventually took him
to the other side of the world. After
being recognised as a refugee by the
United Nations Refugees Agency, he
was resettled in the United States in
January 2009 and became a US citi-
zen. He enlisted into the military and
today attends North Carolina’s Camp-
bell University, where he is majoring
in homeland security.

Of course, this did not happen im-
mediately; the Kachin man from Myit-
kyina first washed dishes and cars in
Florida while attending night school,
eventually earning his high school
certificate. For nine months he also
worked in an envelope factory.

But the army was a natural fit.
Coming from a family of soldiers, Ko
Sin Wa Naw Laphai always loved the
idea of joining the military. His uncle
was a captain in the Kachin Independ-
ence Army (KIA), while his grandfather
served in the Kachin Rangers section
of Detachment 101 of the US Office of
Strategic Services during World War II.

Enlisting, however, was not
straightforward for a recent immi-
grant with only a Myanmar high
school degree. “It was like I had to
start my education over again,” he said
“But being a soldier was one of my
dreams and I just wanted to make my
dream come true.”

In October 2010, Ko Sin Wa Naw
Laphai failed the multiple-choice
armed forces entrance test known as
the Armed Service Vocational Apti-
tude Battery. However, three months
later he retook and passed the test,
becoming a member of the 27" En-
gineer Battalion’s 161 Engineer Sup-
port Company - despite its name, an
airborne combat unit - in November
2011.

To prove himself he ran with a
36-kilogram (80-pound) backpack
and jumped from a helicopter at
more than 365 metres (1200 feet).
“Before I did [airborne training], I
was like, ‘I can do it” But when it re-
ally happens, it’s not like that. I al-
ways think what happens if my para-
chute doesn’t open or something like
that. I pray to God every time before
I do a jump ... Everyone goes silent
before a jump.”

While he has encountered difficul-
ties - ranging from racism to food and
not understanding army rules - Ko Sin
Wa Naw Laphai wears his grey army
uniform with pride five days a week,
taking care not to do anything that
could harm the image of the US armed
forces.

“You can’t be arrogant. You need to
act nicely when you are in uniform,”
he said. “Even when we talk, we have
to be very polite, especially to women.

“It's not like you can use your
power just because you are uniform or
in the army, like the way you can in
Myanmar.”

Two years after he arrived in the

US, fighting broke out between the
government and the KIA. The con-
flict peaking in December 2012 when
the Tatmadaw bombed Kachin targets
and for weeks it was the only thing he
and other Kachin immigrants talked
about. They watched the news and did
their best to find out what was hap-
pening. For a while Ko Sin Wa Naw
Laphai feared the worst. “I felt really
sorry at that time. I thought they were
going to wipe the Kachin out,” he said.

Inevitably, his comrades and supe-
riors in the army asked about his per-
spective on the fighting. “I explained
to them that we don’t hate each other
but we hate the dictatorship and the
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government. We have different states
with different culture and languages.
That’s not the thing that we hate - we
hate the rulers.”

He questions the reforms initiated
by President U Thein Sein and partic-
ularly whether he can exercise control
over the Tatmadaw.

“He ordered [the army] not to
attack Kachin. But his men even
launched air strike. Why is that?
Maybe his men don’t respect him and
don’t follow his orders,” he said.

For Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai and
many other Kachin, the war has gen-
erated new respect for the current KIA
leadership. “I don’t say that I admire
them because I'm Kachin. In the past
there were many bad people in the
Kachin leadership who oppressed low-
ranking soldiers while they enjoyed
luxury items, people who would even
sell Kachin State for their own benefit.
But today’s leaders are really fighting
for equality and federalism. I respect
them.”

Even before the conflict, however,
Ko Sin Wa Naw Laphai’s homeland
had never been far from his thoughts.
The Kachin flag - red and green with
two crossed white swords - covering
one wall in his room in North Caro-
lina serves as a daily reminder of his
heritage.

Seven years after leaving My-
anmar, and having pledged his al-
legiance to the US, Ko Sin Wa Naw
Laphai still harbours dreams of re-
turning to Kachin State. The profile
picture on his Facebook page - an
important link with those he left be-
hind in Myanmar - is a photo of KIA
soldiers praying in the jungle. Below
it are the words, “They are truly free-
dom fighters. I hope I can join them
one day”
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Acrimony ahead of Intha Day

Ethnic Intha accuse political party of using festivities planned for November at Inle Lake to further party interests

CHERRY THEIN
t.cherry6@gmail.com

THE Intha of Inle Lake are preparing
to mark Intha Day in early November
- but the new celebration is already
coming under fire from locals, who
complain they were not consulted over
the date.

Civil society organisations in
Nyaungshwe and Inle Lake - led by
the Justice Movement for Community
(JMC), Gone Saung Maung Mae and
National Good Governance Individual
(NGI) groups - are preparing for the
three-day event, which is scheduled
for early November and will celebrate
the Intha’s traditions, culture and
customs.

The final day, however, will be ded-
icated to discussions on when Intha
Day should be celebrated in future.

Intha Day was set as the day after
the full moon of Tazaungmone - No-
vember 3 this year - to honour the
Inn National Development Party’s suc-
cesses in the 2010 election, in which
it won five seats in national and state
legislatures. Civil society groups say,
however, that some in the Intha com-
munity are unhappy that the date was
chosen without consultation.

JMC member U Tin Hlaing Win
told The Myanmar Times at Inle
Lake’s Kyungyi Myaut village that the
groups had little choice but to hold the
event in early November this year but
will seek to shift it to a different day
in future.

“There is disagreement between
the political party and the community.
We are now discussing the issues. It
is essential to negotiate to get [agree-
ment] from both sides,” he said.

Because of the conflict between the
Intha party and the community the
date for the event is yet to be finalised.
The party has proposed it be held from
November 3-5.

Inn National Development Party
member Ko Yea Aye described the
dispute as a misunderstanding. He
said the party will form a working

‘It is high time that
Intha work together
... We want other
ethnic groups to see
that we are united.

Daw Yu Hlaing
Justive Movement for Community
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committee on September 8 to organise
the day and has invited members of
the regional government, other politi-
cal parties and community groups to
be involved.

He said the party is not trying to
control the event and Intha Day will
be a celebration for all Intha people.

“It is true that the Intha Day is to
mark the day when our party achieved
success but it concerns all Intha,” he
said.

“Our party has a great chance to
participate in the country’s national
politics and because of this we can
ensure there is more development for
the Intha community. Having political
representatives means we can raise
our voices,” he said.

“I just wish all Intha would organ-
ise and work together for our develop-
ment ... We don’t need to differentiate
based on parties or political ideology.”

Along with the manner in which
the day should be marked in the fu-
ture, civil groups said the event will

-
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Intha leg rowers take part in the Phaung Daw Oo Pagoda Festival at Inle Lake. Photo: Staff

also include discussion on whether
the Intha should adopt a new national
dress.

“The Intha have no traditional
costumes for formal occasions. We de-
signed a traditional jacket and Shan
trousers but the Shan stole them for
their own. We need to invent a new de-
sign to make our Intha race distinct,”
U Tin Hlaing Win said.

“Each weaving business at Inle
Lake can propose a design. The re-
gional government, ethnic heads and
community will vote on the best de-
sign on the last day of the event.”

Daw Yu Hlaing Thin from JMC said
organisers hope the debate around
traditional dress will encourage the
area’s traditional weaving businesses
to produce quality products so they
can compete in local and international
markets.

“Other groups make fun of the In-
tha, saying we can only plant tomatoes
and beans, and sleep so much that our
heads are flat,” she said. “It is high

time that all Intha work together for
the development of the community.
We want other ethnic groups to see
that the Intha are united.

“Given the recent political changes
in our country, we need to encourage
people to shake off their fear and par-
ticipate in community development.
We have been influenced by the au-
thorities for many years and it is time
it stopped.

“For me, working to design our
own traditional dress is a kind of poli-
tics. We will listen to the voices of all
Intha and respect their choice.”

Daw Su Myat Mon from NGI said
that regardless of when the event is
held she expects thousands of Intha to
take part.

“Although the country is transi-
tioning to democracy, this event will
help us see whether it is real or not,”
she said. “If we can do it freely, we
will be encouraged to lobby for many
other issues to the regional and union

‘Big Zaw’
recovering
from
successful
operation

YAMON PHU THIT
yamon89@gmail.com

DOCTORS in Singapore have
successfully completed an opera-
tion that experts say was needed
to save the life of Myanmar’s tall-
est man.

The September 3 operation,
on Ko Win Zaw Oo, removed a
cancerous growth from his hypo-
thalamus, a small structure near
the pituitary gland.

The disorder had resulted in
excessive production of growth
hormone, causing Ko Win Zaw
to grow to a height of 7 feet 8
inches, or 2.33 metres. He will
now stop growing, a hospital
spokesperson said.

Despite the success of the
operation, which was conducted
at Singapore General Hospital,
Ko Win Zaw Oo will continue to
need treatment, Dr Khin Maung
Win, president of the Save Win
Zaw Qo group, said at a press
conference on September 4.

His growth hormone levels
will need to be monitored, and
the operation may have caused
side effects such as diabetes in-
sipidus, a condition character-
ised by excessive thirst and the
excretion of excess urine, and
hyperphagia, excessive hunger
or increased appetite.

The surgery was conduct-
ed through the nose, Dr Khin
Maung Win said. The pituitary
gland tumour and the tumour in
the hypothalamus were removed
successfully during the seven-
hour procedure, which cost more
than $$70,000 (US$55,000).

“The experts in Singapore
estimated he would have died
within two years without this
treatment,” said Dr Khin Maung
Win.

Ko Win Zaw Oo will undergo
further treatment in Singapore
and will have to take medication
for the rest of his life.

Ko Win Zaw Oo comes from
Htone Pauk Chaing village in
Magwe Region’s Natmauk town-
ship. After his case was reported
in local media, a group of doc-
tors worked to raise money to
pay for treatment, forming the
Save Win Zaw Oo group.

@ HOTEL 0 RESTAURANT

One Stop Solution for
@ CATERING

governments.”

No.332, Pyay Road, Sanchaung P.0.(11111), Yangon, Myanmar. Tel : (95-1) 535783, 527705, 501429, 401567324, 420253460 Opening Hour : 9:30 A.M to 5:30P.M (Mon to Sat)




8 News

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2013

MYANMARTIMES

Managing Director and Editor-in-Chief (MTE)
Ross Dunkley

rsdunkley@gmail.com

Editor-in-Chief (MTM) - Dr Tin Tun Oo
drttol@myanmartimes.com.mm

Chief Operating Officer - Wendy Madrigal
madrigalmcm(@gmail.com

Director Non-core Assets - Wai Linn
wailin@myanmartimes.com.mm

General Counsel to the Executive Editors
and Deputy Editor-in-Chief - Zaw Myint

EDITORIAL
newsroom(@myanmartimes.com.mm
Editor MTE - Thomas Kean
tdkean@gmail.com

Editor MTM - Sann Oo
sannoo(dgmail.com

Chief of Staff - Zaw Win Than
zawwinthan(dgmail.com

Editor Special Publications - Myo Lwin
myolwin@myanmartimes.com.mm
Jessica Mudditt - jess.mudditt@gmail.com

Business Editor MTE - Jeremy Mullins
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

World Editor MTE - Douglas Long
editors@myanmartimes.com.mm

The Pulse Editor MTE - Manny Maung
manny.maung(dgmail.com

Sport Editor MTE - Tim McLaughlin
timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com
Online Editor MTE - Kayleigh Long
kayleighelong@gmail.com

Chief Sub Editor MTM - Aye Sapay Phyu
Business Editor MTM - Tin Moe Aung
Property Editor MTM - Htar Htar Khin
propertyl@myanmartimes.com.mm
Timeout Editor MTM - Moh Moh Thaw
mohthaw(dgmail.com

Senior Editor MTM - Thet Hlaing

Nay Pyi Taw Bureau Chief and Chief Political
Reporter - Soe Than Lynn

News Editor (Mandalay) - Khin Su Wai

Head of Translation Dept - Ko Ko

Head of Photographics - Kaung Htet
Photographers -

Boothee, Aung Htay Hlaing, Thiri

Book Publishing Consultant Editor -

Col Hla Moe (Retd)

Editor - Win Tun

PRODUCTION
production@myanmartimes.com.mm

Head of Production & Press Scrutiny Liaison
- Aung Kyaw Oo (1)

Head of Graphic Design - Tin Zaw Htway

MCM PRINTING
printingldmyanmartimes.com.mm

Head of Department - Htay Maung
Warehouse Manager - Ye Linn Htay
Factory Administrator - Aung Kyaw Oo (3)
Factory Foreman - Tin Win

ADVERTISING
advertising@myanmartimes.com.mm
National Sales Director

Khin Thandar Htay
sales-director@myanmartimes.com.mm
Account Director - Nyi Nyi Tun
Classifieds Manager - Khin Mon Mon Yi
classified@myanmartimes.com.mm

ADMIN, FINANCE & IT

Finance Manager - Mon Mon Tha Saing
finance@myanmartimes.com.mm

HR Manager - Nang Maisy

Publisher - Dr Tin Tun Oo, Permit No: 04143
Information Technology Manager -

Kyaw Zay Yar Lin

DISTRIBUTION & CIRCULATION
Circulation & Distribution Director -
Jesse Gage
distmgr@myanmartimes.com.mm

ADVERTISING & SUBSCRIPTION ENQUIRIES
Telephone: (01) 253 642, 392 928

Facsimile: (01) 254 158
administration@myanmartimes.com.mm

The Myanmar Times is owned by Myan-
mar Consolidated Media Ltd and printed by
MCM Commercial Printing with approval
from MCM Ltd and by Shwe Zin Press (0368)
with approval from MCM Ltd. The title The
Myanmar Times, in either English or Myanmar
languages, its associated logos or devices and
the contents of this publication may not be
reproduced inwhole or in part without the written
consent of the Managing Director of Myanmar
Consolidated Media Ltd.

Myanmar Consolidated Media Ltd.
www.mmtimes.com

Head Office: 379/383 Bo Aung Kyaw Street,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Telephone: (01) 253 642, 392 928

Facsimile: (01) 392 706

Mandalay Bureau: Bld Sa/1, Man Mandalar
Housing, 35 Street, between 70st x 71 st. Yan
Myo Lone Quarter, Chan Aye Thar San Township,
Mandalay. Tel: (02) 65391, 74585.

Fax: (02) 24460

Email: mdybranch(@myanmartimes.com.mm
Nay Pyi Taw Bureau: No. 10/72 Bo Tauk Htein
St, Yan Aung (1) Quarter, Nay Pyi Taw-Pyinmana.
Tel: (067) 23064, 23065

Email: capitalbureau@myanmartimes.com.mm

Views

The end of the autocrat era

ROGER
MITTON

roger.mitton(dgmail.com

WHILE Cambodia’s political situa-
tion remains unpredictable, an almost
identical post-election impasse in Ma-
laysia now nears resolution.

It has taken more than three
months, and involved a lot of con-
ciliation and not a little crow-eating
by both sides. It has also bruised the
reputations of the nation’s top leaders
but overall it has proven worthwhile.

Now, a similar post-election tango
is being danced in Phnom Penh, as
Prime Minister Hun Sen and his oppo-
sition counterpart Sam Rainsy tussle
for power.

Given the way it could act as a tem-
plate for Cambodia, it is worth look-
ing more closely at how Malaysia’s po-
litical stand-off played out peacefully
without injuries, loss of life or military
involvement.

In its 13™ general election, held
shortly before the one in Cambodia,
Malaysia’s ruling National Front coa-
lition, helmed by the United Malays
National Organisation (UMNO), lost
ground - yet won re-election.

Its winning margin, in percentage
terms, was about the same as that
claimed by the Cambodian People’s
Party in the July 28 election.

As is now happening in Cambodia,
there then followed strenuous oppo-
sition complaints in Kuala Lumpur
about the conduct of the election and
there were heated allegations of cheat-
ing, voter fraud and all the rest.

After judicial evaluation of opposi-
tion petitions, however, the result was
upheld and the National Front settled
back into governing the nation with
a new cabinet and a somewhat chas-
tened Prime Minister Najib Razak.

Of course, the opposition contin-
ued protesting, as they do in these
situations around the world, but fi-
nally they stopped in KL on August
31 - the anniversary of Malaysia’s
independence.

Penh on September 1. Photo: AFP

On that auspicious date, the op-
position, led by the charismatic but
deeply flawed Anwar Ibrahim (you
see how the parallels with Cambodia
are almost scary), agreed to work with
Najib’s team for the good of the nation.

Of course, Anwar played to the
ground by insisting that his side main-
tained its “strong objections about the
validity” of the May polls, but he sig-
nalled that it was now time to move
on.

“We are prepared to put aside our
differences for the sake of the nation’s
well-being and future,” he said.

While this took some pressure off
Najib, the PM remains vulnerable to
an internal coup and he was not helped
when a book about his predecessor, Ab-
dullah Badawi, was recently published.

Put together by two Singapore-
based academics, James Chin and
Bridget Welsh, Awakening: A Critical
Assessment of the Badawi Years is a

compendium of essays and interviews
written by political analysts.

That it was published in Singapore
and launched by Anwar’s daughter,
Nurul Izzah, herself a vociferous op-
position MP, caused much gnashing of
teeth among UMNO loyalists.

But what really got their knickers
in a twist were Abdullah’s revelations
about his predecessor, Mahathir Mo-
hamad, who remains revered by most
of the party faithful, but is reviled by
the Anwaristas.

Among other things, Abdullah ac-
cused Mahathir of relentlessly urging
him to push ahead with grandiose
megaprojects that he felt would bank-
rupt the nation.

Abdullah resisted, relations soured
and then plummeted catastrophically
after the 2008 election when the Front
under Abdullah, like the CPP under
Hun Sen in July, lost its two-thirds
majority.

The knives came out and Mahathir
quit the party in disgust, saying he
would only rejoin after Abdullah
stepped down, which happened less
than a year later - leaving Mahathir’s
acolyte, Najib, to take over.

But Najib himself fared no better in
this year’s election and the Front lost
more seats and even came second in
the popular vote.

So the PM may be destined to
follow Abdullah’s fate, while the lat-
ter enjoys some payback via the new
book, which slams Mahathir left and
right.

It is a piquant scenario that Hun
Sen might want to examine if he is not
to emulate the demise of Abdullah and
possibly Najib.

Clearly, the days of autocratic lead-
ers like Mahathir Mohamad, Lee Kuan
Yew, Ferdinand Marcos, Than Shwe
and Suharto entrenching their hold on
power for decades are now over.

7,00, safari

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87(@gmail.com

EXPLORE the forest - from the com-
fort of the nation’s capital. That’s the
program being offered by the Htoo
Foundation for outstanding students
from eight Nay Pyi Taw high schools.

Launched on August 29, the study
tours of the Safari Park and zoo will
benefit 50 students and five teachers
from each school. Students from Basic
Education High School 18 in Dekkhi-
nathiri township were the first to take
part.

The second tour was arranged for
BEHS 1 in Lewe township on Septem-
ber 4. Five Zabuthiri township high
schools and one high school in Pyin-
mana township have been listed for
future trips.

“The study tours will help the stu-
dents acquire knowledge. Most par-
ents in Nay Pyi Taw are civil servants
and can’t spare the time to visit the
park, so we've arranged this program,”
said U Khin Myint, chief of the admin-
istrative office at Nay Pyi Taw’s zoo.

“We are giving priority to schools
that are located far from this park.
But in future, we will arrange tours for

park school tours launched

M

government departments and organi-
sations as well,” he said.

He said the cost of the study tour
program is being shared between the
zoo’s administrative office and the
Htoo Foundation, with the approval of
Department of Basic Education 2.

Students from BEHS 18 Dekkhinathiri feed elephants at Nay Pyi Taw Zoo on August 29. Photo: Pyae Thet Phyo

The Safari Park is a major nation-
al attraction, featuring hundreds of
mammals and birds. The zoo has 323
mammals from 36 species, as well as
40 reptiles and 165 birds.

“It is a very good program. Most
people don’t have enough time to visit.

It isn't just for students - teachers can

share the knowledge we acquire,” said

a teacher from BEHS 18 Dekkhinathiri.

Htoo Foundation was established

by Htoo Group of Companies in the
wake of Cyclone Nargis in 2008.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe



www.mmtimes.com

News 9

Thousands
enrol in
program
for school
drop outs

El THAE THAE NAING
eithaethaenaingldgmail.com

ALMOST 10,000 disadvantaged chil-
dren who have left school are getting
a second chance at formal education
each year under a program aimed at
tackling Myanmar’s high school drop-
out rates.

The Ministry of Education and
United Nations Children’s Fund
launched the non-formal primary ed-
ucation (NFPE) program in 2007-08
in five townships in Bago and Ayeyar-
wady regions and Mon and Rakhine
States. It has since expanded to 80
townships, catering to students aged
10 to 14 who have left formal school-
ing at the primary level.

Classes take place in the evening,
from 4pm to 6pm.

“We invite students who want to
attend the non-formal primary edu-
cation (NFPE) program and then we
test them to see what level they are at,
as we offer two levels for NFPE stu-
dents,” said Daw Ni Lar Oo, the prin-
cipal of the Basic Education Middle
School 14 in Mingalardon township,
which has offered the NFPE program
since 2012.

“There are monthly exams and a
special syllabus for NFPE. We have to
cover all the subjects within a limited
time frame,” she said.

The lower level of the NFPE pro-
gram is equivalent to grades one to
three, while the upper level is equiva-
lent to grades four and five. After
completing the upper level of the
program students can join a middle
school.

“Students only need to attend two
years of the NFPE program to finish
primary school and then they can di-
rectly join middle school,” said Daw
Ni Lar Oo.

About 8000 students were en-
rolled in this year’s July intake. Of the
9000 who took part in the program
last year, two-thirds completed either
level 1 or level 2, officials say.

The classes are taught by high
school graduates, who are paid
K40,000 a month and given addition-
al teacher training.

NFPE level 2 student Mg Kyaw Zin
Aung, 14, said that the program had
rekindled his dream to become a doc-
tor. He said he quit primary school
because he needed to earn money to
support his family.

“I am happy to attend the program
because it means I'll have a chance to
continue my education at school after
I finish the course. I work as a shep-
herd in the morning and I can attend
classes in the evening,” he said.

However, the program is not
only designed to help children catch
up with their former classmates
in state schools. As many of the
children who attend NFPE classes
dropped out of school because of
poverty, students are also taught vo-
cational skills that they can use to
generate income, said U Aye Kyaing,
a retired director of the Department
of Basic Education 1 who is assisting
with the program.

Project manager U Tun Kyi said
combining vocational and formal ed-
ucation gives students the option of
work or further study after they com-
plete the NFPE program.

Of the 80 townships, 35 are sup-
ported by UNICEF, 29 by community
groups and 16 by the Ministry of Edu-
cation. Each township has an average
of six schools, although it varies be-
tween townships. Most are in urban
areas.

Dr Tu Ja tests political waters

EIEITOE
LWIN

eieitoelwin(dgmail.com

KACHIN politician Dr Tu Ja says he
is confident the Union Election Com-
mission will approve his application
to form a political party, despite the
commission blocking a similar re-
quest in 2010 because of his links to
the Kachin Independence Organisa-
tion.

The former KIO vice chairman
applied to the commission for per-

‘It is quite different
from 2010 ... I
believe this time
they will approve
my application to
form a party.

Dr Tu Ja
Former KIO deputy leader

mission to form the Kachin State De-
mocracy Party (KSDP) on August 28.
If it is given the green light, the party
will begin preparations to contest
the 2015 general election, he told The
Myanmar Times last week.

“I submitted the application along
with 17 members to the commission
office in Nay Pyi Taw ... We followed
the commission’s rules and I expect
that it will make a decision by the
middle of September,” Dr Tu Ja said.

Prior to the 2010 general election
Dr Tu Ja resigned from the KIO to
form the Kachin State Progressive
Party. However, the commission re-
fused to approve his application be-
cause of his links to the KIO, which
was at the time in tense negotiations
with the military government over
transforming its armed wing, the
Kachin Independence Army, into a
Border Guard Force under the Tat-
madaw.

As a result, there was no major
Kachin party to take on the Union
Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP), and the seats were mostly
split between the USDP, National
Unity Party and Unity and Democ-
racy Party of Kachin State.

Dr Tu Ja then tried to contest the
Pyithu Hluttaw seat of Mogaung in
the 2012 by-elections as an independ-
ent candidate but voting was can-

Dr Tu Ja. Photo: Staff

celled because of fighting between
the Tatmadaw and KIA.

However, Dr Tu Ja said he believes
the commission will approve his ap-
plication this time because both the
government and KIO have commit-
ted to the peace process.

“It is clear that both sides are
willing to get peace and have talked
about peace. It is quite different
from 2010. We can see some progress

Former Kachin Independence Organisation deputy leader tries a second time to form a political party

in their relationship so I believe
that this time they will approve my
application to form a party;” he said.

He said another reason for his
confidence is that the party only has
members in government-controlled
areas, so it is harder to draw any link
between it and the KIO.

However, the decision to register
a party has drawn criticism from
some Kachin, who say they were not
consulted over the decision.

“It is different from when he
tried to form the party in 2010. Then
he held discussions with Kachin
people before submitting the ap-
plication to register the KSPP. The
party was formed according to the
public’s desire,” said U San Aung, a
resident of Myitkyina township and
civil society activist.

“We are going to wait and see
whether he stands for the people,” he
said, adding that Myitkyina residents
“really have no idea whether the UEC
will approve the party or not”.

Dr Tu Ja dismissed the criticism
as politically motivated.

“Some people want to have the
party’s registration blocked,” he said.
“It’s not unusual that they have a dif-
ferent point of view ... but we agreed
to establish this party in cooperation
with people who share our values
and ideas”
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Confusion over travel restriction c

Tourism leaders applaud the Ministry of Home Affairs’ decision to ease restrictions on travel - but the process for visiting newly opened up

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2013
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zawwinthan@gmail.com

TOURISM industry leaders have
urged the government to get its act
together on the rolling-back of travel
restrictions, which have kept much of
the country off limits for decades.

In January, the Ministry of Home
Affairs removed bans on travel to
some areas of Chin, Kayah, Kayin,
Shan and Kachin states. Industry
sources, however, say that tourists
trying to reach these areas are still
being turned back because of confu-
sion over the rules.

“It appears that the Ministry of
Home Affairs issued the updated list
of destinations but it was not recog-
nised by the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism,” said a spokesperson for a
leading Yangon-based travel agency.

Opening up: Myanmar’s
new travel destinations

FREE TO TRAVEL

Bago Region: Than Daung*

Chin State: Mindat, Kanpetlet

Kachin State: Myitkyina, Bhamo,
Shwegu, Mogaung and Mohnyin
Kayah State: Loikaw

Kayin State: Myawaddy

Rakhine State: Mrauk U, Kyaukpyu,
Munaung, Ramree, Ann, Kyauktaw,
Sittwe, Pauktaw, Myebon, Minbya,
Rathedaung, Gwa, Taunggoke and
Thandwe

Shan State: Tachileik, Muse, Yengan
(Ywangan), Lawksawk (Yatsauk),
Ho-pong, Kutkai and Namhkam

OPEN BUT SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

Chin State: Tiddim, Ton Zang, Falam,
Tlangtlang and Haka

Kachin State: Putao, Machanbaw,
Mansi, Momauk and Waingmaw
Kayah State: Demoso and Hpruso
Kayin State: Kawkareik and Hlaingbwe

STILL OFF LIMITS WITHOUT PRIOR PERMISSION
Kachin State: Hpakant
Mandalay Region: Mogok

*Cannot stay overnight

“As a result there have been a lot
of arguments and confusion among
agents and tourists. The two minis-
tries need to collaborate more closely
for the future of our tourism indus-
try,” he said.

Highlighting the confusion, the
government only formally announced
that tourists could enter and exit My-
anmar at four land crossings on the
Thai border on August 28.

The new rules announced at the

start of this year appear to have
opened up vast swathes of the coun-
try to permit-free tourism, however.
Only a handful of tourism destina-
tions still require a permit, includ-
ing Mogok in Mandalay Region (see
related story right) and Hpakant in
Kachin State.

A spokesperson from state-run
Myanmar Travels and Tours (MTT)
under the Ministry of Hotel and Tour-
ism confirmed some of the changes
but not all.

In Chin State, which previously
could only be visited with a permit
and government guide, tourists can
visit Mindat and Kanpetlet town-
ships without prior permission, while
they can also visit Tiddim, Ton Zang,
Falam, Tlangtlang and Haka but re-
quire approval to go beyond the town
limits.

“Any travel to Paletwa and Matupi
townships in Chin State still needs
prior permission from the Ministry of
Home Affairs,” the spokesperson said.

“Previously, tourists were not al-
lowed to visit Kayah State but now
they can visit Loikaw without permis-
sion. Tourists are also allowed to visit
the city areas of Demoso and Hpruso
but need to apply for permission to go
outside those areas.”

Industry stakeholders said that
while the changes are “important” for
the sector the manner in which they
had been announced is problematic.

The managing director of one
major travel agency in Yangon said
tourists would still not be able to
visit some of the newly open towns
because travel to the destination still
required permission.

“For example, tourists are allowed
to travel to Hpa-an and Myawaddy
but you need permission to travel
outside of Kawkareik town. This is
quite strange because the only way
for tourists to reach Myawaddy is by
passing through Kawkareik,” he said.

“I don’t understand the changes
at all. The system is too complicated.”

He said the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism needs to improve its com-
munication, adding that its website
is not up to date and the information
is not reliable for agents or foreign
visitors.

The ministry’s official website
(http://www.myanmartourism.org/)
does not yet list the changes under
its “Directives for Restricted Areas”
page, although on a separate sec-
tion of the site it has republished the
Ministry of Home Affairs’ January
notification.

“When we checked the restricted
areas list on the [Ministry of Hotels
and Tourism] website, it was very out
of date compared to the Ministry of
Home Affairs’ list,” the managing di-
rector said.

“Myanmar tourism is booming
and it is becoming a major source
of income for our country. The min-
istry website should be updated
with the freshest and most reliable

information but at the moment I
think there is a lack of collaboration
and coordination between the two
ministries regarding this issue.”

One foreign visitor from Germany
said he encountered the inconsisten-
cies in the travel ban changes when
visiting Hpa-an in July.

“I know Myawaddy is open to
tourists to visit without [prior] per-
mission but the immigration officer
here said I am not allowed to go with-
out permission,” he said. “I don’t want
to waste my time and finally I decided
to go Mawlamyine instead. To be hon-
est, the immigration process is really
complicated and not transparent.”

Nevertheless, industry leaders are
upbeat about the changes and said
they could have “huge” potential ben-
efits for growth in the sector.

“It is like a window of opportu-
nity for the industry,” said U Win Tin,
managing director of Journeys Na-
ture and Cultural Explorations, which
runs Putao Trekking House in north-
ern Kachin State. “Lifting the require-
ment that tourists get permission to
visit Mindat and Kanpetlet townships
is particularly good for the industry.”

U Phyoe Wai Yar Zar, chairman of
the Myanmar Marketing Committee
and managing director of All Asia Ex-
clusive Travel, said the country would
benefit from having more travel prod-
ucts to promote.

“Travel to these more remote and
hilly regions was somewhat restricted
previously,” he said. “Border crossings
between Thailand and Myanmar have
been opened one after another over
the last few months.”

Among the companies eyeing
growth on the overland route be-
tween Myawaddy and Yangon is Khiri
Travel. General manager Edwin Briels
said the company is delighted with
the relaxation and preparing new
packages to take advantage of the
changes.

“Giving tourists the possibility
to enter or leave Myanmar overland
through Myawaddy and hopefully
also Three Pagoda Pass will certainly
have a big influence on tourism, es-
pecially in Mon and Kayin State,” he
said.

But despite the relaxation, some
exciting potential destinations re-
main on the banned list, including
the former hill station of Thandaung,
21 kilometres (13 miles) east of Taun-
goo on the border of Bago Region and
Kayin State.

Frank Janmaat, managing direc-
tor of Light House Hospitality, which
runs the Royal Kaytumadi Hotel in
Taungoo, said Thandaung is only
open to tourists during the day. The
town is considered a prospective eco-
tourism site, and is home to water-
falls, caves and local wildlife, includ-
ing elephants.

“It is open to foreigners during the
day [but] they cannot stay overnight,”
Mr Janmaat said. “No changes there
yet”

The view of downtown Loikaw, in Kayah State, from the top of Taung Gwe Zedi. Photo: Cl

After 10 years, Mogok se

SHWE WAR LWIN
shwewarlwin.mmt@gmail.com

THE mountain town of MogoKk is gear-
ing up for a tourist rush. But while for-
eigners can now visit the town, which is
famous for its ruby mines, gem market
and cool climate, locals say its single
hotel and lack of other tourism infra-
structure mean it is not yet ready for
more than a trickle of visitors.

“Tourists are very interested in visit-
ing this town,” said Ko Thaung Naing
0o, an information officer with the My-
anmar Tour Guide Association. “We ex-
pect many tourists will visit in the com-
ing peak season [from October through
April] so it is important to prepare.”

The number is likely to be relatively
small initially, however, as foreign visi-
tors are still required to get prior per-
mission from the Ministry of Hotel and
Tourism.

Travel to Mogok has been allowed
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Visiting the land of rubies

How to get there: Mogok is about 200
kilometres (124 miles) north of Man-
dalay. With no airport, visitors have to
negotiate winding mountain roads to
reach the town, which is 1170 metres
above sea level. Buses from Manda-
lay cost about K8000 one way, while a
seat in a share taxi is about K15,000.
Where to stay: There is only one li-
censed hotel in town, Golden But-
terfly. Standard rooms range from
US$60 to $85 a night, while family
rooms range from $100 to $130.

only sporadically since 1995-96 when
a decades-old outright ban was lifted.
Just a year later Mogok was back on
the blacklist but it reopened to tourists
again from 2000 to 2003.

Even during those periods, however,
it was notoriously difficult to get per-
mission, while multi-day packages de-
parting Mandalay often cost in excess
of US$500.

Now, however, travel permits cost
only US$40 and can be acquired with-
in three or four days through state-run
travel agencies, such as Mandalay Trav-
els and Tours. Tourists must give the
name of a registered tour guide who
will accompany them to Mogok when
submitting the application.

Ko Thaung Naing Oo said the re-
quirements mean more trained guides
are needed to assist tourists who want
to visit Mogok, which is about 200 kilo-
metres (124 miles) north of Mandalay.

“The most important thing is local
tour guides - it is preferable if they are
native because they will know more
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destinations remains unclear

ristopher Davy

t to open up

about Mogok than other tour guides.
More hotels should also be built be-
cause there is the only a single hotel in
the town,” he said.

To remedy this, the Ministry of Ho-
tels and Tourism launched a five-week
tour guide training course in Mogok on
September 2. The course costs about
K100,000 and 100 trainees are taking
part. After completing the training they
will be able to sit an exam to register as
a tour guide in Mandalay Region.

The lack of infrastructure and tour
guides and the poor state of the roads
have not deterred some curious travel-
lers, however, with locals reporting that
some have already made the trip north
from Mandalay.

“I have seen tourists in the area re-
cently;” said Mogok jade broker Ko Zaw
Min, 30. “In the past, no one came here
- except one Japanese person, who
visited for a donation ceremony about
three years ago. I've heard news that
the authorities have opened the area up
for tourists and I think tourists want to
see how the gem industry works.”

Mogok was established in the 13®
century and has been famed for its ru-
bies for more than 500 years. Mining
activity in Mogok has declined signifi-
cantly over the past five years, however,
and Ko Zaw Min said the town is not as
busy as before.

“I think that’s why they have al-
lowed tourists to come here now,” he
said.

In addition to viewing ruby mines
and the market, other attractions in
the Mogok area include Daw Nan
Kyi mountain, Phaung Daw Oo and
Paw Daw Mu pagodas, items associ-
ated with the famous monk known as
Mogok Sayadaw and a cemetery with
the remains of British soldiers who
died in World War I1.

— Translated by Win Thaw Tar

Boost for tourism as border
crossings with Thailand open

ZAW WIN THAN
zawwinthan(@gmail.com

THE tourist industry received an-
other boost last month with the an-
nouncement that four cross-border
checkpoints had been opened as
entry and exit points for foreign
visitors.

Tachileik-Mae Sai, Myawaddy-
Mae Sot, Kawthoung-Ranong and
Htee Khee-Sunron, all on the bor-
der with Thailand, have now been
designated as international entry
and exit points, for Thais and na-
tionals of other countries, the Min-
istry of Immigration and Population
announced.

“These checkpoints were opened
on August 28 especially to promote
border tourism between Myanmar
and Thailand. I am sure this will at-
tract more tourist arrivals to Myan-
mar through the border crossings,”
said a ministry spokesperson.

Myanmar citizens with Thai vi-
sas will also be able to cross into
Thailand at these points.

The ministry said those who
enter or depart from the border
checkpoints can then enter or leave
the country from either the border
checkpoints or international air-

ports at Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon and
Mandalay. The rules for visa exten-
sions remain unchanged.

The government said the re-
laxation of travel restrictions has
been made possible by its politi-
cal reforms, particularly efforts
to reach peace agreements with

People cross the Friendship Bridge linking Myawaddy and Mae Sot. Photo: AFP

ethnic minority groups. The stage
now appears to be set for rapid and
continuous growth in the tourist
industry.

Yangon-based travel companies
hailed the announcement. Daw Su
Su Tin, managing director of Ex-
otissimo Travel, told The Myanmar

Times that the company was plan-
ning new programs to take advan-
tage of the opportunities in over-
land travel.

“Visitors can also save money by
entering the checkpoints. I am sure
this will attract more visitors,” she
said.

SB Chetry, managing director
of Journeys Nature and Culture
Explorations, said, “This is indeed
good news for the industry. Tour
operators can add new border entry
package programs. People normally
consider Myanmar an expensive
destination, but now we can cre-
ate cost-effective package programs
through the border checkpoints.”

Tourist arrivals through border
checkpoints rose sharply in the
first seven months of the year, fig-
ures from the Ministry of Hotels
and Tourism show. From January
1 to the end of July, 95,468 tourists
entered the country via the border,
up from just 18,616 during the same
period in 2012.

The decision to open the check-
points was made after talks between
President U Thein Sein and Thai
Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra
in April in Brunei on the sidelines of
the ASEAN Summit.
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SNDP sets
lofty goals for
2015, despite
competition

THAN NAING SOE
thennaingsoel@gmail.com

THE Shan Nationalities Democratic
Party is setting ambitious goals for the
2015 general election, aiming to win 80
percent of the seats it contests.

Party leaders say they expect a
stronger showing in Shan State in 2015
and will also expand into Shan-dom-
inated areas of Mandalay Region and
Kachin and Kayah states - provided the
election is “fair and square”.

The party, which is also known as the
White Tiger Party, holds 22 seats in the
upper and lower houses of the national
parliament, as well as 36 regional seats.
It contested more than 150 seats in na-
tional and regional constituencies.

Chairman U Sai Aik Paung said the
party has grown significantly since the
2010 election, and he believes its goals
are achievable.

“We grew a plant in 2010 and it has
grown up So we are now reaping what

we have sown,” he said. “If the 2015 gen-
eral election will be fair and square, we
believe the White Tiger Party will win ...
80pc of the seats we contest.”

But leaders from the Shan Nation-
alities League for Democracy (SNLD),
which won the second-largest number
of seats in the 1990 election, warned
that the SNDP is no longer the only
Shan party in the game and will face in-
creased competition in 2015.

“The Shan people want us to take
part in the 2015 election,” said SNLD
general secretary U Sai Nyunt Lwin,
adding that the SNDP will have “revise”
its expectations for the election if his
party takes part.

The SNLD was disbanded after its
leaders refused to contest the 2010
general election. However, the party
re-registered in 2012 and has opened a
number of offices in Shan State.

While they appear set to face off
against each other, the SNDP and
SNLD have also discussed the possibil-

ETHNIC POLITICS

Shan Nationalities Democratic Party MPs walk along a corridor in parliament in Nay Pyi Taw on July 31. Photo: Boothee

ity of merging but are yet to reach an
agreement.

U Sai Aik Paung said the SNDP
will, however, avoid contesting areas of
Shan State where other ethnic minori-
ties have a strong presence, such as in
the Palaung, Danu, Pa-O and Wa self-
administered areas.

It expected to contest about 40 town-
ships in Shan State and has already
identified about five potential candi-
dates in each township.

“In Muse, more than 20 young peo-
ple are getting ready to contest the 2015
election. They have the potential to be
leaders in the future so we need to en-
courage and guide them,” U Sai Aik
Paung said.

The SNDP will also seek to expand its
presence beyond Shan State, to Kachin
and Kayah states and Mandalay Region.

“We will contest in Kachin state, like
Mansi, Momauk and Myitkyina, where
we definitely expect to win. But we

won’t take part in some areas where the
Red Shans are strong,” U Sai Ai Pao said,
referring to a Shan ethnic minority who
live in Sagaing Region and Kachin State.
“In Mandalay Region, we will com-
pete for the position of minister for
Shan affairs by campaigning in Mogok
and Pyin Oo Lwin townships,” he said.
The party is also planning campaigns
in two townships in Kayah State where
the majority of residents are Shan.
— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Ethnic parties battle electoral hurdles in search for unity

EI EI TOE LWIN
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

ELECTORAL rules and disagreements
over ideology are complicating ethnic
parties’ efforts to join forces, though
some progress has been made.

Parties representing Chin, Shan and
Rakhine voters have long been engaged
in talks aimed at uniting their parlia-
mentary strength through mergers. But
practical difficulties abound.

“We face some difficulties in discus-

sions over a merger because of the di-
rective of the Union Election Commis-
sion (UEC),” said Salai Ceu Bik Thawng,
general secretary of Chin National Par-
ty (CNP).

The UEC ruled in June that if po-
litical parties unite to form a single
party the original parties must be
abolished. It also stated that MPs who
represented the initial parties will be
required to inform the commission
whether they wish to represent the
new party, or to stand for election as
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independent candidates.

Parties considering a merger are
concerned about the potential impact
of starting fresh with a new party and
abandoning the identity they have built
up since the 2010 election - and in
some cases even longer.

“According to the UEC, we have to
pass through three stages to merge, of
which the last stage entails the dissolv-
ing of our party. This could be confus-
ing, and lead to a loss of votes,” said
Salai Ceu Bik Thawng.

“On the other hand, the Chin people
want only one Chin Party in order to
show unity. If we can’t agree to merge,
they might not vote for us.

Merger talks between the CNP
and the Chin Progressive Party (CPP)
have been continuing for 18 months,
so far without success. “We have
reached 70 percent agreement to
unite, but some issues remain on the
table,” said Salai Ceu Bik Thawng.
Some members oppose a merger,
which would entail giving up the

party’s distinctive name and logo.

U Sai Aik Paung, chairman of the
Shan Nationalities Democratic Party
(SNDP), told Mizgima on August 12
that the UEC ruling had ended at-
tempts to unify three Shan parties into
a single body.

“Most party members do not want
to dissolve the SNDP, which is popu-
larly known as the White Tiger Party,”
he said.

The SNDP has engaged in merger
talks with both the Shan National
League for Democracy (SNLD) and the
Tai-Leng (Red Shan) Nationalities De-
velopment Party. But ideological differ-
ences also pose a barrier, with attitudes
toward the 2008 constitution a particu-
lar problem.

“How can we merge when we don’t
share the same ideology? A merger
would also mean we have to give up
our name and logo,” said SNLD chair-
man U Khun Htun Oo, whose party
won the second-largest number of seats
in the 1990 election but boycotted the
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‘A merger would
mean that we have
to give up our name
and logo.’

U Khun Htun Oo
SNLD chairman

2010 vote and re-registered in 2012.

In Rakhine State, however, two eth-
nic parties have agreed to give up their
original party names and register as
the “Rakhine People’s Party”, the heads
of the both parties said last week.

Arakan League for Democracy
(ALD) chairman U Aye Thar Aung
invited officials from the Rakhine Na-
tionalities Development Party (RNDP)
to negotiate a possible union back in
2011. The RNDP was formed in 2010
and won 35 seats in the 2010 election,
while the ALD contested the 1990 elec-
tion, boycotted the 2010 vote, but re-
registered earlier this year.

“We invited the RNDP to cooper-
ate,” U Aye Thar Aung said. “We want
to act in unison for the development of
Rakhine State. Rakhine people want to
see our parties unite and this was also
a factor”

However, U Aye Thar Aung admit-
ted that it “was not an easy task”

“We had to give up our party name
to follow UEC instructions. It took a
lot of discussions to get this result,” he
said. “The chairmen and vice chairmen
of both parties have already agreed to
register under the new name soon.”

RNDP chairman Dr Aye Maung
agreed that several issues had to be re-
solved before the merger, including the
new party’s name and policies.

U Hla Maung Cho, deputy director
of the UEC, said: “We issued our ruling
to clarify the situation among the polit-
ical parties. We didn’t push any party to
dissolve. Parties have to discuss among
themselves if they want to merge or
not, if they agreed to do so, they must
dissolve their original parties.”
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Wilmar International Limited, headquartered in Singapore, is today Asia’s leading agribusiness group.
Wilmar’s business activities included oil palm cultivation, oilseeds crushing, edible oils refining, sugar milling and refining, specialty fats, oleochemicals, biodiesel and
fertilisers manufacturing and grains processing. Wilmar is an integrated agribusiness that encompasses the entire value chain of the agricultural commodity process-
ing, from origination and processing to branding, merchandising and distribution of a wide range of agricultural products. It has over 450 manufacturing plants and an
extensive distribution network covering China, India, Indonesia and some 50 other countries. The Group is backed by a multinational workforce of over 93,000 people.
Wilmar is ranked amongst the largest listed companies by market capitalization on the Singapore Stock Exchange and included in the Fortune 500 list of top interna-
tional companies. Wilmar has also been awarded World’'s Most Admired Company, ranked 1st in Food Production Industry, by Fortune Magazine.

As Wilmar has expanded our business in Myanmar, we are recruiting a team of the following personnel.

(1) Accounts/Finance Executive/Manager
(2) HR/Admin Executive/Manager

(3) Government and Media Relations Executive/ Manager

(4) Sales/Marketing Executive/Manager
(5) Technical Engineers
(6) Management Trainees

JOB VACANCY

(1) Accounts/Finance Executive/Manager
Job Responsibilities:

* Handle full set of accounts, including general ledger,
accounts receivable, accounts payable, fixed assets
and inventory

* Prepare monthly management reports
* Monitor Accounts receivables, inventory and payables.

* Perform various reconciliations such as bank

reconciliations
¢ Handle audit and tax queries
* Process staff expenses claims and reimbursement

* Ad-hoc duties as assigned
Job Requirements:

* At least a Degree in Finance/ Accountancy/ Banking,
Commerce or equivalent

* At least 5 year(s) of working experience in the related
field

(2) HR/Admin Executive/Manager
Job Responsibilities:

* Handles the full spectrum of HR functions (C&B,
Recruitment, Staff Relations, Training) etc

* Handle payroll administration including payroll
calculation and payroll processing activities

* All general office administration duties

* Government liason

Job Requirements:

* Degree in Human Resources/Business Administration
or related discipline

* Minimum of 3 years of relevant HR experience

* Good knowledge of local employment laws

* Excellent communication, interpersonal skills and ability
to interact with all levels of the organisation

* Good command of both written & spoken English and
Myanmar

* Agood team-player

* Dynamic and humble and has a positive working
attitude

(3) Government and Media Relations

Executive/ Manager

Job Responsibilities:

* Act as the primary government/media contact for the
Company; respond to government/media queries and

develop consistent responses; organize and engage
government officials and the media at company events

e Communicate key messages of the Company in public
disclosures, press releases, presentations to the media

® Monitor media coverage of the Company. To report
and recommend solutions to management on potential
media issues

Job Requirements:

* A good Degree, preferably in Mass Communications
/ Business/ Finance or equivalent

At least 3-7 years’ of relevant working experience in
communications or journalism

* Strong understanding of communications
government and media relations

impact,

* Knowledge of government policies

* Excellent in relationship-building skills, interpersonal
skills and strong analytical skills

* Good command of both written & spoken English and
Myanmar

* A self-driven and dynamic individual and highly
committed, organised and matured

* Good network established with the government and
local/international media

(4) Sales/Marketing Executives/ Manager
Job Responsibilities:

* Manage marketing and sales of FMCG

* Develop and implement sales plan to accomplish
growth targets

= Achieve a high level of market penetration through wide
coverage of sales activities

* Develop marketing strategies for new products and
identify new business opportunities for growth

* |ead and motivate sales team to achieve targets

* Ensure all subordinates adhere to company policies
and procedures

* Ensure timely and effective implementation of trade
marketing activities

* Accountable for costs and

collection

sales performance,

* Act as interface to customers on day-to-day basis

* Responsible for building and developing new clients
and business activities for the company as well as
maintaining strong relationships with our existing clients

* Spend 70% of your time in the field with the sales team

* Prepare and submit sales reports.
ir nts:

* Agood Bachelor's degree

* At least 4-6 years’ of FMCG sales & marketing
experience, preferably with a leading FMCG Company

* Strong leadership qualities with good communication
and interpersonal skills. Able to communicate well with
people from all levels.

* Solid commitment to sales and customer service with
good interpersonal and follow-through skills with a high
level of initiative

* Able to converse fluently, read and write in English is a
plus

* Strong analytical mind with high level of maturity
* Ahighly committed, self-driven, organised and dynamic
individual

(5) Technical Engineers
Job Responsibilities:

* To manage an engineering project
Job Requirements:

* At least a degree holder or above in Chemical/
Mechanical/ Civil Engineering

e At least 1-3 years of experience in production,
construction or maintenance of chemical or food
industry.

* Good command of spoken English. Able to converse
fluently in Chinese would be a plus.

* Knowledge of AutoCAD software for engineering
drawing

* Able to work in a fast-paced and volatile environment
* Possess good interpersonal and communication skills

* Dynamic and humble and has a positive working
attitude

* Agood team-player

(6) Management Trainees

* Management Trainees will be attached to various
departments within the Company and undergo on-
the-job training to provide them with the necessary
knowledge, skills and attitudes.

Reguirements:

* Fresh graduate with a good degree from a reputable
university

* Willing to travel overseas for further training

* Diligent, exacting and thrives under pressure

Other essential attributes sought are good business
acumen, maturity, integrity and independence

* Able to communicate fluently in both English and
Myanmar

Qualified candidates are invited to send their full resume stating qualifications, experience, current and expected salaries,

a recent passport-sized photograph (non-returnable) and contact numbers to:

ruitment.myanm

wilmar.com.mm

(Please include the interested position in the subject line) (Only shortlisted candidates will be notified for interview on the 4" week of September 2013)




14 News

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2013

Anger as army destroys paddy fields

Tensions escalate over two land disputes in Nay Pyi Taw’s Lewe township after soldiers destroy 2.5 acres of paddy in late August

PYAE THET PHYO
pyaethetphyo87(@gmail.com

THE Tatmadaw has incensed residents
in Nay Pyi Taw’s Lewe township by de-
stroying 2.5 acres of paddy owned by
local farmers and threatening to charge
a man who took photos of the incident.

In a separate incident in Lewe town-
ship two days earlier, soldiers upped
the ante in a dispute with farmers by
fencing off 231 acres of disputed land.

In both cases the soldiers said they
were acting on the instructions of their
superiors.

The order to destroy the fields,
which had been planted one-and-a-
half months earlier, prompted a tense
confrontation between farmers and
soldiers on August 30, as police and ad-
ministrators looked on.

“When I heard about it, I rushed to
the field straight away,” said Ko Ye Win
Aung, who lost 0.75 acres. “The group
comprised one high-ranking official
and one warrant officer class II. Thir-
teen soldiers destroyed our paddy fields
with three ploughs. The high-ranking
official had a knife ... so I didn’t dare
say anything. We just watched them.”

Police officer U Tin Maung Aye said
he had gone to the scene because he
was concerned that the military’s ac-
tions would spark a riot. Thapyaepin
village-tract administrator U Khin
Maung Than was also present.

“When I arrived there the soldiers
were ploughing over my land. I asked
the captain not to destroy my fields but
he just said he was following the orders
of his superiors. I know that what they
did is not right but there’s no way for
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me to respond,” said Ko Nyunt Win
from Khitaye village.

Neither of the two officers threat-
ened the farmers, although the regi-
ment’s commanding officer later
threatened to charge one resident, Ko
Ye Win Aung, for taking photos of the
soldiers destroying the fields.

“We just took the photos so that we
had a record of what happened,” said U
Hla Tun, who lost 1.2 acres.

It was unclear why the fields were
ploughed over, although farmers sug-
gested it may have been retaliation for
a May 22 ceremony at which about 200
area farmers began cultivating land
confiscated by No 414 Regiment.

They erected signboards repeating
the military’s statement to parliament
that the “Tatmadaw will return seized
farmlands to farmers”

The farmers then negotiated with
local officials to farm 50 acres of the
disputed land but the fields destroyed
on August 30 were not owned by the
regiment, they said.

“We are just following the orders of
our superior;” Captain Zaw Min Htike
said.

The regiment seized the 420 acres
in Thapyaepin village tract in 2005,
ostensibly for the expansion of mili-
tary buildings. Since then, however, the
farmers have continued to work the
land by paying the military 12 baskets
of paddy per acre or K20,000 per acre
for other crops.

On August 28, soldiers from No 6
Military Control Command erected a
fence around 231 acres of farmland in
Pyangaungyi village tract after refus-
ing to negotiate with farmers, who are

calling for the land to be returned.

“When we asked them to stop the
fencing work, Captain Wai Yan Soe said
that they were following the orders of
their superior;” said farmer Ko Nay Lin
Aung. “We have submitted a complaint
letter to the commander at No 6 Mili-
tary Control Command on August 31.
‘We are optimistic it can be resolved.”

But the commander of No 6 Mili-
tary Control Command, Major Min
Htike, said he was also acting under
instructions.

“I have suggested to the farmers
that they submit an official complaint
letter to me to settle this problem
through the proper legal channels,” he
said.

The land was seized in 2005 for the
expansion of the military compound.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe
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Mandalay City Development Committee says its new tow truck has removed
90 cars parked illegally in the city’s downtown area since going into service
on June 28, a rate of about 10 a week. On June 28, two areas - 84™ Street,
between 26" and 27" streets, and 78 Street, between 32" and 33" streets -
were dsesignated no parking zones. — St Thu Lwin

Post: Assistant Manager
Qualifications
- Any gender

- Business

Requirements

* Myanmar Nationality Only

assigned)

Tel:

Kanbawza Bank Head Office
Yangon
(For Local Only)

- Age between 25-40 years old
related Master degree holder and CPA holder

- Foreign business degree holder (Both Master and Bachelor degree)
-. M.A(English) degree with at least 3 years work experience

* Good command in English and Computer Literacy
* Good interpersonal skills and communication skills
« Able to travel and work in any of KBZ branches in Myanmar (Including other cities as

* Able to work for at least 3 years
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted for the entrance examination.
Qualified applicants can directly submit the detailed resume and required documents with
labour registration card before 5.10.2013 addressed to
Head of Human Resource Development Department
KBZ Bank Ltd. Head Office (Yangon)
No. 615/1, Pyay Road, Kamayut Township, Yangon.

(01) 538075-76, 538078-79,

Fax: 532308,532301,505509,

E-mail: kbzhr@kbzbank.com (information only)

Police install CCTV to
combat abuse claims

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

CONCERNS about alleged police
brutality during the interrogation
of suspects has prompted five police
stations in downtown Mandalay to
install security cameras in interroga-
tion rooms and police duty rooms to
increase transparency.

The security cameras will also be
rolled out to police stations in Yangon
and Nay Pyi Taw, as well as remaining
stations in Mandalay, a police official
said.

“We aimed to clear up the public’s
doubts about police use of force. On
instructions from senior officials, we
installed the cameras to ensure trans-
parency and to allay any suspicion
that torture may have been used,”
said Police Major Khin Maung Yee in
Mahar Aung Myay township on Sep-
tember 4.

The public and family members
of alleged offenders can watch police
interviews from the duty officer’s of-
fice and they can also watch replays

of video recordings, he said.

“We still have to decide whether
video records will be saved at police
stations or will be forwarded to the
regional police force office,” Pol Maj
Khin Maung Yee told The Myanmar
Times.

If more funding is allocated offi-
cials will extend the practice to oth-
er stations in Mandalay Region, he
added.

An experienced advocate from
Mandalay, who asked not to be
named, said it would not become
clear until suspects - or their rela-
tives and legal representatives - ask
to see the recordings whether the po-
lice are genuine in their intentions.

“Generally, installing the cameras
is a good idea. But it should not be
just a public relations exercise,” he
said.

In July, 12 homosexuals arrested
near Mandalay’s moat accused po-
lice of physically and verbally abus-
ing them after they were taken into
custody.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe
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Best Indian Restaurant
in Town

@ Party Hall for 40-200 Pax

& Ideal Venue for Corporate,
Social and Wedding Events

& Specialty Asian , European
and Indian Food m Banquet

© Ample Car Parking Space

& Outdoor Catering for
30-500 Pax

Bldg. No.12, Yangon
International Hotel Compound,
Ahlone Road, Yangon,
Myanmar.

Tel: 01 2302069,

09 431 85008, 09 73160662
E-Mail

; l sales@corrianderleaf.com

Operation Hours: Lunch 11:30~3:00 Dinner 46:00~11:00
door-delivery of food, Banquet Hall & outdoor Catering
@ Halal Food & Free Wi-Fi Access
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Ailrport SIM
card rental
hike draws fire

AUNG
KYAW
NYUNT

aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com

MARKET forces or monopoly pricing?
That’s the question foreign visitors
are asking after a local company dra-
matically increased the cost of renting
a SIM card at Yangon or Mandalay
airport.

The SIM cards now cost US$10 a
day, up from $2 a day, and foreign visi-
tors say they have few options because
of the lack of other short-term rental
services or temporary SIM cards.

American tourist Phil, who visited
Myanmar in July, said the fee was “ex-
cessive ... There really should be a more
economical option.”

“When they quoted the price, all I
could do was laugh and walk away.”

He suggested the service was target-
ed at business travellers making short
visits rather than tourists.

“I imagine they would not hesitate
to pay $10 a day. And perhaps that’s
why the price is set that high.”

The airport rental service is a joint
venture between Yadanarpon Teleport,
state-run Myanma Posts and Telecom-
munications and local firm Blue Ocean.

The rental fee hike was introduced
earlier this year because some custom-
ers were returning damaged SIM cards,
and sometimes not returning them at
all, said U Tin Ko Ko Win, the general
manager of Blue Ocean.

Blue Ocean has to pay K20,000 to
Myanma Posts and Telecommunica-
tions to replace lost SIM cards, he said.

The $10 a day includes rental of a
cheap handset, whereas previously
these were rented separately. Blue
Ocean has also scrapped the $50 de-
posit for a SIM card and instead takes a
scan of the customer’s passport.

Ma Pwint Nwe Aung, managing
director of Gracious Vacation, the out-
bound division of Radiant Travels and
Tours, said that the increase was sur-
prising given the cost of buying SIM
cards has dropped dramatically since
the rental service was launched in 2011.
“I think it should be lower;” she said last
week.

Just a few years ago SIM cards cost
more than K1 million ($1035) but have
gradually declined to about K100,000
($104).

While SIMs can be rented privately,
they are generally not available for
short periods. Compounding the prob-
lem for visitors, the Ministry of Com-
munications and Information Technol-
ogy recently announced it had stopped
producing temporary SIM cards, which
were sold for K25,000-K30,000 and
came with K20,000 credit.

U Tin Ko Ko Win brushed off the
criticism by saying that the liberalisa-
tion of the telecom sector will soon kill
off demand for his company’s service
anyway.

“Later I think this business of rent-
ing phones at the airport will disappear
because Telenor and Ooredoo will sell
very cheap SIM cards in Myanmar;” he
said.

U Aung Myo Oo, a director of travel
company Asia’s Green Myanmar, said
he thinks the rental fee is fair.

“I think $10 a day is just a small
amount for foreign tourists and busi-
nessmen,”’ he said.

Jeremy Rathjen, vice president of
Thura Swiss Consultancy, said the
increase is not about ripping off for-
eign visitors but represents the “gen-
eral market condition” for telecoms
products.

“Tourists shouldn’t think that
theyre paying a lot and the locals are
getting off easy ... Some locals are pay-
ing a lot as well,” he said.

Mr Rathjen said the government
was not overly concerned about the
country’s appeal to “the backpacker
set”, which is the group most likely to
be turned off by the price. “Honestly,
probably all ASEAN countries prefer
the business traveller set ... They spend
more money per trip and have a greater
economic impact than the backpackers.

“When Telenor and Ooredoo start
putting out cheap, local SIM cards I
think the price will go down. Not be-
cause of government policy, just gen-
eral market forces.”

Until then, tourists still do have an-
other option: go without a SIM card.
Polish visitor Dag Dagmara said she
was happy to give up her mobile phone
for a few weeks. “When I arrived in Oc-
tober I bought a temporary SIM card
for $20,” she said. “When it was used
up, I decided I didn’t really need to be
contactable all the time” — Additional
reporting by Bill O’Toole
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A hearse carries the body of a police lieutenant who was shot and killed in Mandalay on September 2. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Policeman accused of shooting superior

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

A POLICE second lieutenant alleg-
edly shot and killed his superior
in Mandalay last week after being
rebuked for arriving late to work.

The police lieutenant was shot
twice at the Mandalay Region Po-
lice Force Office on September 2
and died at the scene.

The second lieutenant is in cus-
tody but charges have not yet been

laid, a spokesperson from the po-
lice force office said.

The spokesperson said the sec-
ond lieutenant had arrived late to
a shift and was acting “abnormal-
ly” when the shooting happened
at about 11pm.

“The deceased police lieuten-
ant was waiting with patrol con-
stables for the second lieutenant
so they could go on night patrol,”
he said.

“The second lieutenant did not

arrive on time so the constables
went ahead. The police lieuten-
ant rebuked the second lieuten-
ant for being late when he arrived
and he responded by shooting the
lieutenant.”

The 49-year-old lieutenant
served in the criminal investiga-
tion section of the Mandalay Re-
gion Police Force Office. He leaves
behind a wife and two school-age
daughters.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe
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Social security revamp waits on bylaws

Bylaws required to bring the Social Security Law into effect are expected to come into force by April 2014, a ministry official says

SHWE
YEE SAW
MYINT

poepwintphyu2011@gmail.com

A NEW law aimed at revamping the So-
cial Security Board is expected to come
into effect by April 2014, a Ministry of
Labour director general says.

The Social Security Law was ap-
proved by parliament and enacted in
August 2012 to replace the Social Secu-
rity Act 1954. Bylaws have been sent to
the President’s Office for approval and
could be enacted this month, Social Se-
curity Board director general U Yu Lwin
Aung said.

He said he believed that the new law
would be more effective than earlier
legislation, which did not meet stand-
ards set by the International Labor
Organisation.

“We have sent these bylaws to Presi-
dent U Thein Sein for approval. We
hope it will happen this month,” U Yu
Lwin Aung said.

However, U Yu Lwin Aung said im-
plementation of the law will likely be
delayed until early 2014 as the depart-
ment is still digitising records for the
630,000 workers who are already Social
Security Board members.

Tt will also issue “smartcards” featur-
ing fingerprints and photos to members
in an effort to combat fraud.

“The new cards will allow us to
check immediately through our da-
tabase if the person is up to date with
their payments. At the moment we treat
workers if they have a labour card and
don’t check whether the card is valid,”
he said.

U Yu Lwin Aung said the new law
would bring a number of benefits for
Myanmar workers but stressed that it
only applied to those who are registered
and paying monthly fees to the Social
Security Board.

Members will be required to pay 6
percent of their salary to the board in
exchange for a range of services, includ-
ing insurance and pension, while em-
ployers will contribute 7pc.

“For example, in the new Social Se-
curity Law maternity leave will be set
at 14 weeks, two more than before, and
the basic salary will increase to K30,000
[a month]. Companies will also need
to give compensation equivalent to 10
times a worker’s salary if they are in-
jured in the workplace,” he said.

It is unclear, however, whether the
new law will encourage more workers
to join the Social Security Board. Many
have been automatically signed up to
the program by their employers, with
the amount automatically deducted
from their salary.

A number of current members who
have used the system said they hope the
new law will make the process more
efficient. U Lwin, 50, who works for a
foreign company, said that when he had

Pedestrians walk past the
labour hospital in Yangon’s
Mingalar Taung Nyunt
township on September 6.
Photo: Ko Taik

eye surgery last year it was “difficult
and complicated” to get compensation
from the Social Security Board. Even-
tually he received FEC135 to cover five
weeks’ medical leave.

“Before I had my operation I had to
take medical leave from my employer
with the recommendation from the so-
cial welfare branch office. I first went

\ =

to the township government clinic to
get approval and then after that I went
to the labour hospital for a check-up.
I then had to go back to the township
clinic to get them to sign a form,” he
said. “The process needs to be changed
to make it easier for members.”

Ma Thet, a 30-year-old accountant,
said she had twice benefited from the

board’s maternity support program. She
agreed that the process should be made
simpler but said members - particu-
larly in the private sector - need to be
taught how the payment process works.
“It seemed like government staff are
much more familiar with the system so
they can more easily get the recommen-
dation from the department,” she said.
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Free internet at bus terminal
Internet-starved travellers can now ac-
cess a free Wi-Fi network at Yangon's
Aung Mingalar bus terminal, Yangon
City Development Committee says.

U Nyan Tun Aung, deputy head of
the committee’s Customs Department,
said the free internet was launched
last month as part of an upgrade of the
terminal aimed at improving passen-
ger comfort and convenience.

“Travellers can use the free Wi-Fi
for travellers at the bus arrival hall,” U
Nyan Tun Aung said.

The recently opened arrival hall was
built through a joint project between
YCDC and Myint & Paing Company.

“We wanted this project to reach
international standards so we de-
cided that there should be [internet]
services in the arrival building,” said
Myint & Paing director U Thaw Zin
Aung. - Thiha

India donates $1m to Rakhine
India has contributed US$1 million for
the reconciliation process in Rakhine
State, the country’'s embassy in Yangon
announced on September 3.

The money will be used to build 10
schools in four townships in the state.

India’s ambassador to Myanmar,
Gautam Mukhopadhaya, handed over
the money to the deputy minister for
border affairs, Major General Maung
Maung Ohn, and Rakhine State govern-
ment officials acting on behalf of Chief
Minister U Hla Maung Tin.

The announcement follows a com-
mitment made by India’s external
affairs minister in December to donate
money toward the promotion of reli-
gious tolerance, communal harmony,
peace and reconciliation between
the two communities affected by the
conflict in Rakhine State.

The Ministry of Border Affairs
subsequently submitted a proposal for
funding to build 10 schools in Sittwe,
Maungdaw, Kyauktaw and Minbya
townships.

“India hopes the contribution will
advance government and international
efforts to restore communal harmony
and promote education,” the statement
said. - Cherry Thein
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Landslide-hit Chin State
village to be relocated

AYE SAPAY
PHYU

ayephyu2006@gmail.com

HUNDREDS of residents have aban-
doned a landslide-hit village in Chin
State’s Falam township because of
fears there will be further slides, peo-
ple in the area told The Myanmar
Times last week.

Five homes in Zar Lai village were
damaged in a landslide on August
23, the Relief and Resettlement De-
partment said. Since then, about 75
households have fled the village and
they are likely to be resettled at a new
site about 16 Kkilometres (10 miles)
away.

U Zone Hle Htan, an Amyotha
Hluttaw representative from Chin
State, said in a letter to the parlia-
mentary Victim Care Committee on
August 28 that up to 90 households
have been affected by the landslides.

A private school teacher from
Falam, who frequently visits the af-
fected area, said most of the commu-
nity’s residents have moved to Falam
and are staying with relatives.

“Zar Lai village was seriously af-
fected by landslides. Almost all fami-
lies living at the village have relocat-
ed, even though no further landslides
have occurred,” he said.

‘A new village for the affected
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Residents walk through the landslide area in Falam township. Photo: Chinworld

families is planned near Lon Pi vil-
lage, which is about 6 miles [9.6 kilo-
metres] from Falam. But negotiations
between the villagers and township
authorities are continuing.

“We have never witnessed land-
slides like these before - and people
in the town said they did not recog-
nise the danger signs, although a few
said the stream between Lai Zo and
Zar Lai seemed to have more water in
it than usual”

U Nay Aung, a clerk from the dis-
trict administration office in Falam,
confirmed that plans were underway
to move the village to a new site.

“We are still selecting the new lo-
cation,” he said. “The chief minister

visited Falam yesterday [September
4] and said he hoped to put the vil-
lage near Lon Pi village, which will be
about 10 miles [16 kilometres] from
Zar Lai village.

“Geologists are examining the
landslides at Zar Lai but we believe
it’s unsafe to stay there because the
ground is cracked in many places.”

The teacher said many of the vil-
lagers did not want to leave Zar Lai
because it would mean abandoning
the nearby farmland.

“Farmland is like gold for villag-
ers,” he said. “It’s not easy to find good
farmland in hilly regions, and they
will also have to find good pastures
for their cows.”

Dental student
wins international
research prize

YAMON PHU THIT
yamon89(@gmail.com

A DENTAL student who received an
international prize for studying the
potential of an eco-friendly mouth-
wash said he hopes the award will
encourage more Myanmar students
to undertake original research.

Mg Ye Htut Oo, a final-year stu-
dent at Yangon University’s School
of Dental Medicine, was awarded
second place in a regional dental
research competition. He received
the award at a ceremony held in
Thailand from August 20-23.

“Students in our country are
a bit unfamiliar with doing re-
search,” Mg Ye Htut Oo said. “[In
Thailand] I saw that students from
other countries are used to doing
research ... [It] is critical for our
studies and we need to focus more
on it in Myanmar.”

Mg Ye Htut Oo was beaten to first
place by a participant from Indone-
sia in the competition, which was or-
ganised by the US-based Internation-
al Association of Dental Research.

Mg Ye Htut Oo’s research fo-
cused on the clinical effectiveness
of mouthwash made from the bark
of the neem tree (Azadirachta in-
dica) on plaque-induced gingivitis,
an inflammation of the gum tissue
caused by bacteria.

Neem bark is widely used in My-
anmar and elsewhere in Southeast

Asia as a traditional medicine.
Forty-five people took part in the
study, which saw half given a chlo-
rhexidine-based mouthwash, which
is widely used around the world to
reduce dental plaque and oral bac-
teria. The other half were given a
neem-based mouthwash.

‘[Research]is
critical for our
studies and we need
to focus more on it.

Mg Ye Htut Oo
Prize-winning dental student

All participants used the prod-
ucts twice a day for three weeks
and Mg Ye Htut Oo said the results
showed there was significant po-
tential for expanding use of neem
mouthwash, as it was shown to be
just as effective as chlorhexidine.
The neem mouthwash was also
found to be more effective in reduc-
ing tooth stain.

Mg Ye Htut Oo said he hoped
his research would prompt more
studies to focus on the efficacy of
neem, which he described as a cost-
effective and eco-friendly oral care
solution for patients.
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TRADEMARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

JAPAN EXCHANGE GROUP, INC., a company organized
under the laws of Japan and having its principal office at
2-1 Nihombashi Kabutocho, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan is the
owner and sole proprietor of the following Trademark :-

Reg. No. 4/5043/2013

Used in respect of:-

Establishing financial instruments markets where
trading of securities or market trading of derivatives
are conducted; Providing management services for
trading for securities or market trading of derivatives;
Providing facilities and management of facilities
for financial instruments markets where trading
of securities or market trading of derivatives are
conducted; Providing services of supervision and
administration for trading of securities or market
trading of derivatives; Planning, provision and
operation of systems regarding financial instruments
markets where trading of securities or market trading
of derivatives are conducted; Establishment and
provision of investment products regarding securities,
claims based on monetary contracts, currencies or
other financial instruments; Managing and conducting
of listed securities, listed claims based on monetary
contracts, listed currencies, other listed financial
instruments or financial instruments derivatives;
Providing information on trading of securities or
market trading of derivatives; Providing information
on financial instruments markets where trading
of securities or market trading of derivatives are
conducted; Providing information on overseas financial

instruments markets where trading of securities or
market trading of derivatives are conducted; Brokerage
for Securities liquidation; Broking for clearing regarding
trading of securities or market trading of derivatives;
Agencies or brokerage for trading of trading of
securities or market trading of derivatives; Establishing
markets for commodity derivatives or commodity
index derivatives; Providing management services
for trading for commodity derivatives or commodity
index derivatives; Providing services of supervision and
administration for trading of commodity derivatives
or commodity index derivatives; Establishment and
provision of investment products regarding commodity
derivatives or commodity index derivatives; Managing
and conducting of listed commodity derivatives or listed
commodity index derivatives; Providing information on
trading of commodity derivatives or commodity index
derivatives; Providing information on markets regarding
commodity derivatives or commodity index derivatives;
Planning, provision and operation of markets regarding
commodity derivatives and commodity index derivatives;
Broking for clearing regarding trading of commodity
derivatives and commodity index derivatives; Agencies
or brokerage for trading of commodity derivatives or
commodity index derivatives; Establishing markets for
emissions trading or derivatives trading based on them;
Providing management services for emissions trading or
derivatives trading based on them; Providing services of
supervision and administration for emissions trading or
derivatives trading based on them; Establishment and
provision of investment products regarding emissions
trading or derivatives trading based on them; Managing
and conducting of listed emissions trading or listed
derivatives trading based on them; Planning, provision
and operation of markets regarding emissions trading
or derivatives trading based on them; Providing
information on emissions trading or derivatives trading
based on them; Providing information on markets
regarding emissions trading or derivatives trading based
on them; Broking for clearing regarding emissions
trading or derivatives trading based on them; Agencies or
brokerage for trading of emissions trading or derivatives
trading based on them; Account management regarding
emissions trading; Establishing markets for emissions
trading in the field of greenhouse gases or derivatives
trading based on them; Providing management services
for emissions trading in the field of greenhouse gases or
derivatives trading based on them; Providing services of
supervision and administration for emissions trading in
the field of greenhouse gases or derivatives trading based
on them; Establishment and provision of investment
products regarding emissions trading in the field of
greenhouse gases or derivatives trading based on them;
Managing and conducting of listed emissions trading
in the field of greenhouse gases or derivatives trading
based on them; Planning, provision and operation of
markets regarding emissions trading in the field of
greenhouse gases or derivatives trading based on them;
Providing information on emissions trading in the
field of greenhouse gases or derivatives trading based
on them; Providing information on markets regarding
emissions trading in the field of greenhouse gases or
derivatives trading based on them; Broking for clearing
regarding emissions trading in the field of greenhouse
gases or derivatives trading based on them; Agencies
or brokerage for trading of emissions trading in the

field of greenhouse gases or derivatives trading based
on them; Account management regarding emissions
trading in the field of greenhouse gases; Establishment
and provision of investment outlets; Establishment and
provision of securities index, financial indicators, or
other investment outlets; Establishment and provision
of investment products whose reference index or other
financial indicators; Establishment and provision of
investment products whose reference numerical values
are prices or interest rates of financial instruments,
weather observation numerical values, securities index,
commodity prices, commodity index or other financial
indicators; Development and provision of commodity
index; Providing information regarding credit
and finance of investment companies to investors;
Providing information of investment trust or mutual
fund; Providing information of commodity index;
Providing stock market information; Managing of
members who trade in financial exchanges; Managing
and conducting of listed prices or interest rates of
financial instruments, listed weather observation
numerical values, listed securities index, listed
commodity prices, other listed financial indicators
or financial indicator derivatives; Securities lending;
Foreign exchange transactions; Domestic exchange
settlement; Buying and selling of securities; Securities
offering; Transaction of securities subscription or
offering; Trading of securities index futures; Trading
of securities options; Trading of overseas market
securities futures; Agencies or brokerage for forward
agreement of securities, for forward agreement of
securities index futures, for forward agreement of
securities options, spot and forward transaction
of securities index futures; Agencies or brokerage
for trading of securities, securities index futures,
securities options, and overseas market securities
futures; Agencies or brokerage for entrusting agents
with on-commission trading in domestic markets
of securities, securities index futures and securities
options; Agencies or brokerage for entrusting agents
with on-commission trading in overseas markets of
securities, and securities index futures; Securities
underwriting; Agencies for commodity futures
trading; Company credit investigation; Acceptance
of deposits [including substitute bond issuance] and
acceptance of fixed interval installment deposits; Loans
[financing] and discount of bills; Liability guarantee
and acceptance of bills; Acquisition and transfer of
monetary claims; Safekeeping of valuables including
securities and precious metals [safe deposit services];
Money exchange [exchanging money]; Trusteeship
of financial futures contracts; Trusteeship of money;,
securities, monetary claims, personal property, land,
rights on land fixtures, surface rights or lease on land;
Agencies for bond subscriptions; Letter-of-Credit
relating services; Brokerage for hire-purchase; Issue
of tokens of value.

Any fraudulent or unauthorised use or imitation of the
above mark will be dealt with according to law.
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NLD leader backs
recall bill suspension

WIN KO
KO LATT

winkolatt2012@gmail.com

NATIONAL League for Democracy
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi has
stepped into the row on the bill to re-
call - or remove - hluttaw representa-
tives by defending the decision to sus-
pend debate on the draft law.

Last week, the Union Election Com-
mission, which proposed the bill, asked
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U Shwe
Mann to resume debate on the draft
legislation. Members of parliament had
earlier agreed to postpone a vote on it
until at least the end of the year.

The bill would provide for the recall
of sitting members on the basis of com-
plaints from only 1 percent of the vot-
ers in their constituency. Though this is
stipulated by section 396(b) of the con-
stitution, opponents - including Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi - say the percentage
of voters required to launch the motion
should be increased.

“From my point of view, Ipc is too
small. A presidential election can be
won by just a narrow margin of 1pc,”
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who is also
head of the Pyithu Hluttaw Rule of
Law, Stability and Peace Committee,
told the media on August 30.

She questioned why the election
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi speaks at a press conference. Photo: Win Ko Ko Latt

commission was requesting prompt
action. “I'd like to know why they can’t
wait just three months,” she said.

The commission said it has already
received recall petitions about four sit-
ting members, and pointed out that the
constitution not only stipulates that 1pc
of voters is enough to initiate a recall
action, but also states, in section 397,
that Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact
the necessary laws. There is no consti-
tutional provision for the suspension of
debate on the bill.

Pyithu Hluttaw representative for

Hsipaw U Ye Tun, from the Shan Na-
tionalities Democratic Party, said he
accepted the commission’s view, add-
ing that suspending the debate could
undermine the constitution and public
faith in the parliament.

Representatives say it is not constit-
uents holding them accountable that is
the problem.

“I don’t object to the bill,” said U
Maung Toe, the Pyithu Hluttaw repre-
sentative for Minhla. “But the figure of
1pc should be reconsidered.”

— Translated by Thiri Min Htun

Yangon to go car-free
on September 22

AYE NYEIN WIN
ayenyeinwin.mcm(@gmail.com

MOTORISTS are being strongly
urged to keep their cars in the ga-
rage on September 22, which has
been designated as a “no drive day”
for private vehicles.

U Hla Thaung Myint, chairman
of the education and disciplinary
subcommittee of Yangon Region’s
Supervisory Committee for Traffic
Rules Enforcement, said the reason
is to reduce fuel use.

He said black plate cars will be
forbidden from driving from 6am
to 3pm in most townships within
Yangon. However, he said motorists
who ignored the ruling would only
be verbally warned.

“Last week, we held a meeting
and suggested the idea to the minis-
ter that private cars not be allowed
to drive on that day,” he said.

“There are fewer cars on the
road on Sundays, which is why we
chose this day. And we will only
issue warnings to motorists who
drive on September 22.

“This is also a test - we want to
see if the public is willing to accept
this plan. If it works, we would like
to do this more often.”

The ban on private cars does
not include Shwe Pyi Thar, Hlaing
Tharyar, North Dagon, East Dagon
or South Dagon, nor some types
of vehicles. “Cars with red [taxis],
yellow [Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs], white [diplomatic] and blue
[tourism] licence plates will not be
affected.”

The concept of car-free days has
a long history in Myanmar. About
50 years ago Myanmar held “dry
days” for military vehicles, also
with the aim of reducing fuel use.

“Since 2001, the government has
set a ‘dry day’ for all government of-
ficials every second Sunday;” U Hla
Thaung Myint said. “Departments
and ministries took action against
state employees if cars were used
on these days unless they were giv-
en prior notice.”

‘This is a test — we
want to see if the
public is willing to
accept this plan.

U Hla Thaun Myint
Yangon Region traffic official

Motorist Ko Thaung Htut said
he backed the plan but worried how
it would affect business owners.

“I have heard that this is a test to
see if motorists will follow this rul-
ing and that no punishments will
be handed out. But this is going to
affect businesses, who will have to
use taxis, which is costly and time-
consuming.

“But it’s a Sunday and it’s not all
day so I think it can be managed.
As for me, I won’t be using my car
that day”

T-shirt

for Customers

over 10,000 ks

Both at Junction Square and
Pearl condo outlets

GRAND OPEN:Sep 14

www.lotteria.com §)www.facebook.com/lotteriamyanmar

—_— & '

EVENTZ2. EVENT.J.

= LOTTERIA PearlCondo =~

Sep 14,15 &16

FreeFlow

PepPs|

Only at Pearl condo outlet

This promotion can be over without prior notice when the stocks are exhausted.



20 News

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2013

Delays for Yangon
loop air-con train plan

SHWEGU THITSAR
khaingsabainyein(dgmail.com

YANGON rail commuters’ wait for
air-conditioned carriages is set to
continue, after officials announced
that a plan to introduce them on
the city’s circle line has been de-
layed because some stations need to
be upgraded.

In the meantime, Myanma Rail-
ways will use the Japanese-built
air-conditioned train, which has
four carriages, between Yangon and
Kyaikto in Mon State on the week-
ends. The service, which began on
September 7, departs Yangon at
6:25am on Saturday mornings and
leave Kyaikto at midday the follow-
ing day. Tickets on the 4-and-a-half-
hour route will cost K3500 for locals
and US$10 for foreigners.

The announcement came after
Yangon Central Railway Station
deputy station master U Ye Shan
said the trains would soon be put
into service on the circle line.

“We’re planning to run an air-
conditioned circle train as soon as
possible. Each of the four cabins
seats 62 passengers. The train has

been doing two test runs daily for
the past week,” he told The Myan-
mar Times.

He said that some of the plat-
forms will need to be upgraded to
handle the new trains.

“The train doors are not aligned
with the platform at ... Yangon Sta-
tion, and there are two other sta-
tions where the platform needs
adjusting.”

The train will also not stop at
every station. “Trains that stop at
Yangon Station won’t stop at the
adjacent Pha Yar Lan station, for ex-
ample,” U Ye Shan said.

But the improved service comes
with a hefty price-tag for commut-
ers used to paying K100 for a return
ticket. Passengers will be charged
K300 for a one-way trip.

The likelihood of paying more
for air conditioning is leaving some
commuters cold. “I think K300 is a
little expensive because most peo-
ple who take the train are work-
ing class. The K100 ticket we buy
now can be used as a return ticket,”
said Ma Ei Yupar, who commutes
from Kyeemyindaing to downtown
Yangon.

Commuters ride the city circle train in South Okkalapa. Photo: Christopher Davy

“Some workers from Hlaing
Tharyar have to change at Tha-
maing. A K300 ticket would be too
much, though not for the middle-
class commuters,” she said.

U Khin Maung Tun, who has
been taking the train from Hledan
to downtown Yangon for 10 years,

said, “It’s better to have air condi-
tioning but I'd like to know if there
is a monthly season ticket and how
much you can save. Now the ticket
costs K100 both ways, but you can
pay just K1700 for a month. I always
buy a monthly ticket.”

— Translated by Thiri Min Htun

Distillery
responds over
waste water

SHWE Bayinma distillery in Sagaing
Region has inaugurated a K300 mil-
lion scheme to cleanse its waste water.
After complaints from surrounding
residents, the company announced on
September 1 that it had installed a wa-
ter purification system at its factory in
southern Shwebo township.

The factory produces a colourless lig-
uor that has no brand name but is collo-
quially known as Kant Kaw Oo or Shwe
Bayinma. “MWEP company of Yangon
built the plant for K300 million to treat
25,000 gallons of polluted water a day;”
said manager U Yan Myo Kyaw.

MWEP managing director U Khin
Maung Win said effluent from the dis-
tillery was 30 times as dirty as house-
hold waste. The new plant would now
cleanse the waste water to internation-
al standards, he said.

U Htay Hlaing, a consultant with
the distillery’s management company,
said that during the 27 years the distill-
ery had been operating, its waste water
had been discarded into nearby lakes.

Recently residents have com-
plained that the waste was damaging
the environment and producing an
“unbearable” stench. — Kyay Mohn
Win, translated by Thiri Min Htun
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Villagers flee
latest clashes
in Kachin State

BILL
OTOOLE

botoole12@gmail.com

RECENT fighting in northern Kachin
State has displaced more than 100 civil-
ians in Machanbaw township’s Mu San
village. Aid workers say residents of
the small village, between Machanbaw
and Putao, have fled into the jungle to
escape fighting between the Tatmadaw
and the Kachin Independence Army.

They say the IDPs are in a perilous
position because the monsoon weather
has made it virtually impossible to de-
liver aid to the area.

Along the roads there is the con-
stant risk of landslides, while flooding
on the nearby Malikha River means
it is passable only by larger vessels, of
which there are very few.

Reverend Tu Seng, a senior mem-
ber of the Kachin Baptist Convention
(KBC) based in Machanbaw township,
said his organisation became aware of
the displaced villagers when a small
group arrived in Machanbaw by boat
on September 3 - a perilous journey
that Rev Tu Seng said the KBC would
not undertake because of the strong
currents and flooding on the Malikha.

He estimated that it would “take
some time” - perhaps several weeks -
for KBC workers to reach the displaced.
“We want to reach the people as soon
as possible,” he said.

The Kachin Peace Network is also
aware of the displaced villages. It issued
a report on September 3, based on in-
formation provided by its members in
Putao and Machanbaw, that said there
had been “heavy fighting” between Tat-
madaw light infantry battalion 137 and
the KIA’s 7™ battalion between August
29 and September 3.

“The local villagers have had to
abandon rice paddy fields and fled
... The fate of the 100 villagers is still

unknown and they are supposed to be
in the jungle,” it said.

The township authorities are work-
ing with the Tatmadaw to send aid to
the displaced using the army’s larger
motorboats, which can safely navigate
the river, Rev Tu Seng said.

He expressed concern, however,
that sending more troops to the area
could destabilise the situation further.

Conflict in Kachin State has de-
clined since the government and
Kachin Independence Organisation
(KIO), the political wing of the KIA,
resumed peace talks in February. The
area around Laiza, the site of much of
the fierce fighting in late 2012, is largely
peaceful. However, clashes have still
been reported in the north, with Mu
San only the most recent example.

‘The fate of the 100
villagers is still
unknown and they
are supposed to be
in the jungle.

Kachin Peace Network

The clashes in the Mu San area
come as the government and KIO pre-
pare to hold a further round of peace
talks later this month.

But Daw Khon Ja of the Kachin
Peace Network said the events in Mu
San cast serious doubt on whether the
drawn-out peace talks would succeed.
She said she was also concerned about
the possibility of further conflict as the
dry season approaches. “You can talk
about peace, but if you don’t change
how you act on the ground it will never
happen,” she said.

Spokespersons for the Ministry
of Defence and the KIA could not be
reached for comment last week.
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BEST CHOICE

KELLOGG'S MCVITIE’S HAIHACO PRINGLES
Corn Flakes 5 Digestive Wheat Biscuits -Gallent Butter Biscuits Potato C.hi.p

2759 - -Original -Sozolly Egg W
‘co R N -Light 235g/ 270g -
LS

r:.!'“"j*
SRS

COWHEAD
UHT Milk Full Cream
Lt

SUNDAY GOLD ROAST NAGAR PYAN CYPRINA
4in 1 Coffes Tea 3inl Coﬂeemxl—l-.. Jasmine Tea 100% Fruit Juice Orange

% SUNDAY

Lychee In Syrup
5459

Buy 1pkt, Get °
Rich Coffee Original & Buy 1pki, Get
1pkt (10's). Cofi Cofi 1pkt (207s). |

IXL ROCKINGHAM AYAM BRAND SEALECT TRIKEY

Strawberry Jam Chicken Franks Baked Beans In Mackersl In Tomato Sauce 100% Pure Vegetable Qil g
340g Tormnato Sauce 2L S
425g :
Al

HOME & KITCHEN Exclusively Available @
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= Ly Gty izt

-Zenix Volare Dinner Set

(Dessert 22.5cm / 19pc —
;’3;?:??: bler Soup 23cm / Dinner 27cm)
Salad Bowl 27cm
-Volare Black Piate
(Dinner 27cm/ Dessert 22.5cm)
Noir Black Multi Purpose Bowl 16cm

MAGIC FRUIT BY THE FOOT

Seasoning Fruit Snack

-BBQ 156g ~Color Rainbow Punch
-Blackened Steck 64g " -Strawberry
-Meat/ Poultry 71g ~10% 128g

-Seafood 71g

Ks.3.380 10 Ks.8.400

TIGER SEAGULL
Flask Food Carrier
Lir 14x5

Price range from,

Ks.3,050 1o Ks.4550

GREENMAX RUFFLES
Powder 600g Potato Chips Ridges
- / , - AP — -Fine Multi Grains/ Almond No Sugar -Smokehouse Style BEQ
18200 x - : ok Cereal 13's 455g/ 494g/ 16's 560g -Sour Cream & Cheddar
-Yam & Black Sesame/ “ -Queso Cheese Sabores

1 ?.3 u u Y 'y Oat & Pearl Barley/

Yam & Muiti Grains/ Yam & Mixed
—

EAGLE BREEZE LIVING PEDIGREE
Thin Phyu Mat Floor Mat -Puppy Food

ox 6.5 -Blue/ Green Liver & Vegetable/Chicken & Egg
40 % 60cm -Dog Food Adult
Chicken with Tasty Liver/ Dry Beef

TSGR e — .
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WINE SPECIAL BABY WEAR

BAREFOOT - BABI MILD -Bottle & Nipple Liquid
-California Red Wine -California White Wine -Baby Fabric Wash | Cleanser
Shiraz Moscato Sauvignen 900m| 700m!
75cl 75¢l 75¢cl

BERMAN DENTISTE PLUS ELIZZER REVLON

Toothbrush White Toothpaste Night Time Shower Cream Colorsilk Hair Color

160g Cow's Milk Seaweed
500m

with Case Complete

SILK & SHINE PANTENE
Hair Coat -Shampoo Elegant Bathroom Tissue
100m| -Treatment 3Ply 4 Rolls

280’s

Buy any purchase of ks 3,500 & above,
Get o free PANTENE Conditioner 75mil
+ Treatment 135ml 1pc, Get a free

Buy s_hompo-o &670ml
OLAY Natural White Foaming Cleanser 50g
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e
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-Romantic Rose
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Two arrested for harassing
tourists at historic bridge

SITHU LWIN
sithulwin.mmtimes(@gmail.com

TWO men who annoyed groups
of local and foreign tourists at U
Bein Bridge in Mandalay Region’s
Amarapura township have been
arrested.

“The two men have been de-
tained for annoying visitors and
we will transfer them to the rel-
evant police station,” said Police
Sergeant Htoo Htoo Aung, an of-
ficer with the tourist police force
who is posted at the bridge.

He declined to say whether they
had been charged and if so under
which section.

“The two men disturbed me and
a friend when we were relaxing
on the bridge ... So we informed
the police who were guarding the
bridge,” said a 19-year-old student
from Mandalay.

Two foreign tourists who were
present also reported the two men
to the tourist police.

In an effort to deter anti-social
behaviour and criminal activity,
eight police force personnel have
been posted on the bridge since
April 1.

“This is the first time we have
had to take action against anyone
for annoying visitors,” Pol Sgt Htoo
Htoo Aung said.

U Bein Bridge is a popular tourist
spot about 16 kilometres (10 miles)
south of Mandalay. Built about 1850
and made almost entirely from teak,
it spans Taungthaman Lake.

The lake is especially crowded
during the Buddhist months of
Waso and Wargaung - around July
and August in the Western calen-
dar - when the waters of Taungtha-
man Lake are at their peak.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Govt dismisses report
on casualties 1n Kachin

NANTIN
HTWE

nantin.htwe(dgmail.com

A GOVERNMENT spokesman has rub-
bished reports that more than 1000
Tatmadaw soldiers were Killed during
an offensive against the Kachin Inde-
pendence Army in late 2012.

The figure was quoted on August 27
by the Shan Herald Agency for News,
which said it had obtained the figure
from a leaked Tatmadaw report.

Presidential spokesman U Ye Htut
declined to comment on the report on
the grounds that he does not respond
to “nonsense”.

The KIA could not be reached for

IN PICTURES

Natkadaw, or spirit medium,
Marmi No channels the

nat spirit Ko Gyi Kyaw at

the Yadanar Gu festival at
Amarapura in Mandalay
Region on August 28. The
festival began a week after
the country’s largest nat
festival, at Taungbyone in
Madaya township, and ran
for seven days. — St Thu Lwin
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comment last week.

The casualties were allegedly sus-
tained between September and Decem-
ber as the Tatmadaw’s North Eastern
Region Command attacked the Kachin
Independence Army. Neither side has
released casualty figures for the fight-
ing, which broke out in June 2011 and
reached its peak at the end of 2012.

According to the SHAN, the leaked
report quoted remarks made by Briga-
dier General Aung Soe, head of North
Eastern Command, in a meeting held
in Lashio in February. During his
speech, Brig Gen Aung Soe said the Tat-
madaw had deployed 10 infantry divi-
sions against the KIA. “The army has
lost more than 1000 men due to lack of
experience,” he reportedly said.

However, he added that Tatmadaw
had successfully occupied all the tar-
geted outposts and strongholds by

BRIEFS

“intensive use of heavy weapons and air
support” During the fighting, the Tat-
madaw denied using air strikes, saying
that helicopters were carrying question
papers for matriculation exams. Later,
BBC footage of apparent air strikes was
circulated on the internet.

U Khun Sai, editor-in-chief of
SHAN, told The Myanmar Times by
phone that he had received the report
last week from “inside the government”
but gave no other details.

The leaked report quoted orders
issued by Commander-in-Chief Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing to “an-
nihilate” the KIAs 4® Brigade, which
is based in Shan State; clear all armed
groups from along the Nawnghkio-
Namhkam highway; establish strong-
holds along the Thanlwin’s west bank;
and improve security for the gas pipe-
line and Shweli hydropower plant.

Court to rule on murder

charges this week

Yangon's Northern District Court will
this week decide whether 23 men
should stand trial over the killing of a
32-year-old man in a clash between
rival gangs.

The court will rule on September 10
whether there is enough evidence for
the men to be charged with murder.

U Kyaw Min died in an alcohol shop
in North Okkalapa township after be-
ing stabbed during the fight between
the gangs.

The men were arrested and
charged in Yangon's Eastern District
Court but the case was transferred to
the Northern District Court for secu-
rity reasons. — Aung Kyaw Min

Airport shuttle bus service begins
Shuttle buses ferrying travellers be-
tween Yangon's airport and downtown
area launched on September 1, a com-
pany spokesperson said last week.

“We have five shuttle buses with
14 seats each,” said U Kyaw Kyaw, an
adviser to Yangon Airport Shuttle, the
company behind the venture. “One
of the buses also has the capacity
to carry wheelchairs, which can be
pushed on directly.”

The door-to-door service costs
US$5 a person for foreigners and
K3500 for Myanmar nationals. A taxi
between the airport and the downtown
area typically costs from K8000 to
K10,000 but seats up to four people.

Prior to getting involved in the pro-
ject, U Kyaw Kyaw ran shuttle buses in
San Francisco for 10 years. He said he
was encouraged to return home and
pursue his idea for a similar service
in Yangon when he met Pyidaungsu

Hluttaw Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann
in San Francisco.

“I told him about my plan to offer
something similar in Yangon. He said
he warmly welcomed it and this gave
me the strength to try and make it
happen in Yangon.”

The company plans to roll out
similar operations in other big cities in
Myanmar in future, he said.

While the service is door-to-door,
customers must register their flight
time and number at least 24 hours
before arrival through the company’s
website, www.yangonairportshuttle.
com. - Lwin Mar Htun

Muslim jailed for rape attempt

A court in Kanbalu township has jailed
a Muslim teenager for seven years

for the attempted rape of a Buddhist
woman that triggered recent religious
unrest, an official said on September 5.

Hundreds of people were left home-
less after about 1000 anti-Muslim
rioters tore through villages in Kan-
balu in Sagaing Region on August 24,
torching Muslim property.

The rampage started after a mob
surrounded a police station to demand
the suspect be handed over after he
allegedly tried to rape a 25-year-old
Buddhist woman.

A township court on September 4
sentenced 18-year-old Ko San Min Oo
to seven years in jail, a local police of-
ficer said, asking not to be named.

“He was sent straight to Mandalay
prison,” the officer said, adding the
situation was “calm” in the area.

Some 325 Muslims are still shelter-
ing at a school after their homes
were set ablaze during the unrest, the
policeman added. - AFP
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‘Serious abuses’ on
Thali fishing boats: ILO

THE International Labour Organi-
zation last week Monday warned of
“serious abuses” in the Thai fishing
industry - a major global supplier -
such as forced labour and violence.

About 17 percent of the mainly
undocumented Myanmar and Cam-
bodian fishermen surveyed by the
ILO were forced to work under
threat of financial penalty, violence
or denunciation to the authorities,
the UN agency said on September 2.

Thailand - the world’s third larg-
est fish exporter by value, with sales
worth around US$7 billion a year -
is under international pressure to re-
spond to reports of fishermen forced
to work as virtual slaves under
brutal conditions.

“This study does find serious
abuses within the sector. The vast
majority of workers were in irregu-
lar status and thus more vulnerable
to exploitation,” said ILO senior pro-
gram officer Max Tunon.

While 10pc of respondents re-
ported being severely beaten while
on board boats, more than a quarter
said they worked or were on call be-
tween 17 and 24 hours a day.

The average wage was 6483 baht
($200) a month among the sample
of 596 people, while only one of the

migrant fishermen had a work per-
mit. The survey found seven children
under 15 years old and 26 teenagers
aged 15-17.

Conditions for fishermen on
long-haul vessels were worse than
for those who regularly returned to
shore, the survey found, with a quar-
ter reporting having been deceived
or coerced into working at sea.

Mr Tunon said the study focused
on those in short-haul boats, with
those trapped at sea “in the worst
conditions” not necessarily included.

“It would be expected that if we
interviewed just people at sea for
a long period of time the picture
would look worse,” he said.

The report said the fishing in-
dustry as a whole - which includes
lucrative fish and shrimp farming
and packaging sectors - accounts for
around 1.2pc of Thailand’s economy.

But declining fish stocks have
pushed boats farther out to sea in
search of catch, increasing their fuel
costs.

“With pressures on seafood sup-
pliers to reduce costs by every means
available, a race to the bottom on la-
bour costs has been created for the
Thai seafood industry,” the report
said.

“When coupled with the in-
creased vulnerability of undocu-
mented migrant workers to forced
labour, an enabling environment for
such abuses to become systematic
now exists.”

The ILO said an estimated 50,000
shortfall in the number of fishermen
required by the industry was “both
a cause and an effect of the abusive
labour practices” in the sector.

It said complications in the reg-
istration process hampered access to
work permits, while there was “inad-
equate access to justice” for migrant
fishermen, but noted that Thailand
had introduced a number of new
initiatives to try to coordinate its re-
sponse to abuses in the sector.

Both the European Union and
United States, which are major mar-
kets for Thai seafood products, have
vowed to jointly combat illegal, un-
reported and unregulated fishing.

Thailand has languished toward
the bottom of the annual US hu-
man trafficking report and must
improve its efforts on combating
forced labour or face relegation next
year - which could trigger cuts in
non-humanitarian and non-trade
American aid.

International also

firms are

province. Photo: AFP

becoming more wary of association
with suppliers who may use forced
labour and trafficking, the ILO said.

It cited a petition of almost
100,000 signatures demanding that

Migrant labourers work on a Thai fishing boat in Sattahip in Thailand’s Rayong

Walmart adopt higher standards
after the US retail giant was linked
to a Thai seafood firm at the centre
of accusations of “abusive labour
practices” — AFP
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Nay Pyi Taw

Ayeyarwady hardest hit as
mangrove forests disappear
Myanmar has lost half of its mangrove
forests, with Ayeyarwady Region the
worst affected, the deputy director of
forestry says.

Charcoal production has decimated
mangrove forests in the delta, with
84pc of the original area destroyed, U
Zaw Win said.

Meanwhile, Taninthari Region and
Rakhine State have lost 42pc and 27pc
of their mangrove cover respectively,
with fish and prawn farms mostly to
blame. Mangrove forests, which grow
along shorelines, play an important
role in protecting against erosion and
disaster risk reduction.

U Zaw Win said the government has
recognised the importance of rehabili-
tating depleted mangrove forests but
has no coordinated plan on the issue.
He said there is also a lack of enforce-
ment of laws that restrict the cutting
of mangrove forests for firewood and
charcoal production.

However, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) has agreed
to support a four-year project aimed at
redeveloping Myanmar’s mangroves,
he said. The project is a joint initiative
with the government and will begin in
November, although many details are
yet to be agreed on. - Pyae Thet Phyo,
translated by Zar Zar Soe

Bangkok

Journalists’ association signs
exchange agreement in Thailand
A Myanmar Journalists Association
delegation has signed an agreement
with its counterpart in Thailand that
will see closer cooperation between
the two groups, including annual me-
dia exchanges.

The memorandum of understanding
was signed by Thai Journalists Asso-
ciation president Pradit Ruangdit and
Myanmar delegation leader U Aung
Hla Tun on September 4, the Bangkok
Post reported.

Mr Pradit described the signing of
the agreement as an historic moment
for the media associations, while U
Aung Hla Tun, a correspondent with
the Reuters news agency, said he was
delighted to help forge closer ties, the
newspaper reported. - Thomas Kean
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Ayeyarwady hydro dams in limbo

Ongoing conflict in Kachin State and an uncertain legal situation hold back development plans

AUNG SHIN

JEREMY MULLINS

ONGOING violence and Myanmar’s
incomplete legal framework are pre-
venting the restart of development at
six planned hydropower dams on the
Ayeyarwady River in Kachin State,
even after US$1 billion has already
been invested, said an official at the
firm developing the dams.

The Upstream Ayeyawady Conflu-
ence Basin Hydropower (UACBH)
Company - which is majority-owned
by state-run China Power Investment
Corporation - is also the firm behind
the controversial Myitsone hydro-
power dam, which was suspended by
President U Thein Sein in 2011 over
environmental concerns following

vy 3

The 790-megawatt Yeywa hydropower dam seen in operation in Mandalay Region,

opposition from figures such as Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi.

UACBH managing director Li
Guanghua revealed last week the firm
spent a total of $1 billion on work so
far in Myanmar, of which $330 million
was on building Myitsone and the oth-
er $670 million on feasibility studies
for the remaining six planned hydro-
power dams.

Although Myitsone was halted by
presidential decree, the company will
not proceed on its other six projects
unless the security situation in Kachin
State and the Myanmar legal climate
are improved, Mr Li told The My-
anmar Times on the sidelines of the
Myanmar Energy Investment Summit
2013 in Yangon last week.

“The peace talks [are the first is-
sue to be resolved]. We're waiting for
peace to be achieved in that area,” he
said. The Kachin Independence Army
(KTA) is in conflict with the Tatmadaw
in much of the northern state.

The company also wants to ensure

] _

on a different river than the planned UACBH dams. Photo: Manthar Lay

there is a stronger legal system in
place governing foreign investments
before proceeding.

“The foreign investment law has
just been issued, and we’re waiting for
[more] detailed regulation to come to
the public,” he said.

U Maw Thar Htwe, director general
of the Department of Hydropower Im-
plementation, claimed the company
had halted work primarily due to a
flare-up in the fighting last year.

“The company had been building
bridges, roads and other infrastruc-
ture to develop the projects. But work
has stopped because of security prob-
lems,” he said.

Mr Li added further regulations
including regulation on investment,
environment, and energy projects will
assist UACBH with ensuring it can
proceed with its investments without
facing stoppages.

Permission to restart Myitsone,
which is slated to eventually cost $8
billion, may be some time away, he
said, adding that once the benefits
were explained it would be easier to
convince the public it is in Myanmar’s
interest to proceed.

He claimed the electricity gener-
ated from the hydro dam will be ear-
marked for either the Chinese or the
Myanmar market depending on do-
mestic demand.

The firm has taken over compensa-
tion efforts for the relocated villagers
from the government, aiming to fairly
compensate villagers, he said.

“Otherwise these people want to
return to their former sites. This is
also not good for the whole Mysitone
project,” he said.

Although Myitsone is the only hy-
dro dam where development had be-
gun, Mr Li said, of the six others, the
Laza project on the Malikha River is
the next likely candidate after Myit-
sone - not for reasons of its viability,
but because it is easier to reach.

“We were almost finished the feasi-
bility study there,” he said. “The good
road makes it convenient to reach

2

Likely the next hydropower dam after
Myitsone where work could be started, as
the feasibility study is nearest completion.
This is primarily due to good roads
connecting the site with China’s Yunnan
province to the east.

Identified as the site with the most
potential by UACBH because of the
large size of its resevoir. During the
dry season it could be drained to fuel
downstream generators.
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|

Wutsok

U Thein Sein in 2011, following opposition
directed at its environmental impact.
UACBH spent some US$330 million on the
project before the halt, and has so far not
been given the okay to continue.

Work on Myitsone was halted by President

Source: UACBH company documents

Laza. It’s difficult to reach the other
sites, so the feasibility study has not
proceeded so smoothly.”

He pointed to the Kaunglanhpu
site as having the largest potential,
due to the possibility for creating a
large reservoir to draw from. This res-
ervoir could also be drawn from to in-
crease generation at the downstream
projects in the dry season, increasing
the viability for them all, he said.

However, the road is currently lim-
ited that far north, he said, meaning it
is some time before Kaunglanphu can
be begun.

U Maw Thar Htwe said that a
smaller-scale Chipwinge hydropower
project capable of generating 99 meg-
awatts was also near completion in
Kachin state, but had been halted last
year due to conflict between the KIA
and the Tatmadaw.
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Exchange Rates (September 6 close)

Experts fret 2015 Yangon
stock exchange deadline

Myanmar market plans ‘pressed for time’

MYANMAR is running behind sched-
ule for starting a stock exchange by
2015 after delays in getting the legal
framework in place, said an executive
at Japan Exchange Group, which is
assisting on the project.

“We're pressed for time,” Koichiro
Miyahara, senior executive officer at
Japan Exchange, said in an interview
in Tokyo last week. He said the late
approval of a capital markets bill has
delayed the project, and it is up to the
Myanmar government as to how fast
it can set up related organisations
such as a securities regulator. Japan
Exchange’s predecessor Tokyo Stock
Exchange Group and Daiwa Securities
Group were chosen last year to help
Myanmar set up a stock exchange.

“Like any other modern economy,
Myanmar needs a capital market
to allow companies to raise funds,”
said Moe Thuzar, a Singapore-based
research fellow at the Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies. “It is more
important to ensure that appropri-
ate regulatory and operational in-
frastructure is in place” rather than
meet an arbitrary deadline, she said.

Myanmar President U Thein Sein
signed the Securities Exchange Law
on July 31. The legislation sets rules
that include the establishment and
operation of a securities regulator to
oversee trading activity.

Mr Miyahara, who is in charge of
Japan Exchange’s contribution to the
project, said he had expected the bill
to be passed at the start of 2013 and
the delay will shorten the time for de-
veloping the bourse by about a year.
His company will make “every effort”
to complete the work on time, he said.

Regulations still need to be devel-
oped under the law to outline how
the exchange will function, said U
Maung Maung, director general at
the Central Bank of Myanmar. The
government will begin working on
infrastructure such as buildings and
software for the bourse next year and
it will begin operating in 2015, Depu-
ty Finance Minister U Maung Maung
Thein said at a briefing on Aug. 23.

Japan Exchange and Daiwa’s re-
search unit, both based in Tokyo, have
completed a report on the framework
for the exchange, including plans for
its functions and system infrastruc-
ture, Mr Miyahara said. They will
submit the document this month to
the government of Myanmar.

The Securities Exchange Law does

not say whether foreigners will be al-
lowed to trade on the bourse.

Jim Rogers, chairman of Rogers
Holdings in Singapore, and Mark
Mobius, executive chairman of Tem-
pleton Emerging Markets Group, are
among investors who see opportuni-
ties in the country over time.

“It’ll take time for Myanmar, but
Myanmar definitely is going to get
more and more investment,” mainly
in infrastructure, said Mr Mobius,
who manages US$53 billion. He has
indirectly invested in the nation
through companies listed in Sin-
gapore and Thailand. About eight
companies may be listed when the
exchange opens, according to Shigeto
Inami, managing director of Myan-
mar Securities Exchange Centre, a
joint venture between state-owned
Myanma Economic Bank and Daiwa
Institute of Research Ltd, a unit of Ja-
pan’s second-largest brokerage.

Other frontier Southeast Asian

‘Like any other
modern economy,
Myanmar needs a
capital market... to
raise funds.

Moe Thuzar
Research fellow

economies have opened stock ex-
changes in recent years, with mixed
results. Trading on the Cambodia Se-
curities Exchange began last year and
it currently has one company listed,
according to its website. The two-
stock Laos Composite Index has risen
30 percent since its bourse started
trading in January 2011.

“If you look at Cambodia and
Laos, the stock exchanges haven’t
been a great success,” said U Thura
Soe Paing, managing director of All
Myanmar Investment Partners, a
Yangon-based investment and busi-
ness advisory company.

“What I hope an establishment of
a stock exchange will drive forward is
the development and installation of
business standards.”

— Bloomberg

Currency Buying Selling
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China, ASEAN talk up
trade, gloss over dispute

From left to right: Laotian Prime Minister Thongsing Thammavong, Myanmar President U Thein Sein, Chinese Premier Li
Kegiang, Cambodian PM Hun Sen and Thai PM Yingluck Shinawatra attend the China-ASEAN Expo last Tuesday. Photo: AFP

SUPHYO WIN
suphyo1990@gmail.com

PRESIDENT U Thein Sein said My-
anmar aims to boost trade ties with
China as it prepares to Chair ASEAN
next year.

“China has invested nearly US$14
billion in our country. Last year, bi-
lateral trade hit $6.5 billion,” he said.

“But [Myanmar’s] contribution
to total ASEAN trade is too low so
we need to promote trade links,” he
said at the 10® China-ASEAN Expo
in Nanning, China, last week.

U Thein Sein added next year
Myanmar, as Chair of ASEAN, will
seek to engage with the world’s sec-
ond largest economy.

Chinese premier Li Keqiang
downplayed simmering territo-
rial disputes between ASEAN and
China at the expo last week, instead
stressing a “common destiny” and
trade figures that could double to $1

Guangxi and
Myanmar plan
agricultural
cooperation

SUPHYO WIN

trillion by 2020, according to Chi-
nese state media.

Mr Li called for an upgraded ver-
sion of the free trade deal between
the two sides and insisted that “dis-
ruptive factors” should not get in the
way of regional cooperation, the of-
ficial Xinhua news agency reported.

But Beijing claims almost all of
the South China Sea — believed to sit
atop vast deposits of oil and natural
gas — even waters close to the coasts
of its neighbours, and has been in-
creasingly assertive over the issue in
recent years.

“We have also noticed that there
exist some disruptive factors in the
region that are against stability and
development, but they are not main-
stream,” he said according to a tran-
script of his speech.

“The Chinese side maintains that
the South China Sea disputes are
not an issue between China and the
ASEAN, and they should not and

MYANMAR and China’s Guangxi
province aim to simplify cross border
investment particularly in agricul-
ture, signing an agreement at the 10™
China-ASEAN Expo in Nanning last
week to cooperate more closely on ar-
eas of shared concern.

Similar growing conditions in
the two locations means it is logical
that agricultural investment more

will not affect the overall China-
ASEAN cooperation.”

ASEAN members Vietnam, the
Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei
have often-overlapping claims to
parts of the South China Sea, and
Taiwan also claims it all.

The dispute has rumbled on for
decades, but Beijing’s actions to sup-
port its claim in recent years have
raised concerns with its neighbours,
particularly Hanoi and Manila.

China rejects international arbi-
tration, preferring to deal with the
issue on a one-to-one basis while
maintaining it has sole territorial
rights.

Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguy-
en Tan Dung was present at the
trade fair, but Philippines president
Benigno Aquino did not attend after
Chinese authorities imposed condi-
tions on the trip, Manila said, signal-
ling they were related to the territo-
rial row. — Additional reporting AFP

often extends across the border, said
Guangxi Zhoung Autonomous Region
governor Chen Wu.

“One company from Guangxi is al-
ready testing types of rice and corn in
Myanmar,” he said.

“There’s also lots of other sectors
where it’s time to cooperate, includ-
ing border affairs, travel, education
and health.”

List of local energy partners grows to 154 — and counting

AUNG SHIN
koshumgtha@gmail.com

A MINISTRY of Energy list of domes-
tic companies allowed to partner with
foreign firms on energy exploration and
production projects has grown to 154
companies.

The list, which is compiled by the
ministry’s Energy Planning Depart-
ment, now includes companies backed
by prominent tycoons U Tay Za, U Aik
Tun, U Yan Win and U Nay Win Tun -
owners of Asia Green, Shwe Taung, A-1,
and Ruby Dragon respectively.

The September 2 update is the first
official release by the ministry concern-
ing domestic energy companies, which
will play an integral role in the nation’s

energy sector in years to come as a local
company must be involved in every on-
shore and offshore exploration project,
except deepwater offshore blocks. A re-
tired Ministry of Energy official said the
list was dominated by big business.

“All the listed companies are owned
by cronies or ministry-related people,”
he said. “It means fewer chances for
young businesspeople. Those cronies
are always overwhelming business in
Myanmar.

“It is very important to see more
transparency in energy-related invest-
ment with the ministry;” he said.

President U Thein Sein reshuffled
the ministry in August, moving minis-
ter U Than Htay and deputy minister U
Htin Aung to other ministries.

“U Than Htay was in the ministry

A Myanmar energy consultant said

for more than 10 years,” the retired of-
ficial added. “It is clear that the presi-
dent shifted the minister and his deputy
from their positions because of the lack
of transparency, which has not been
solved yet.”

However, Daw Khin Khin Aye, a di-
rector at the Energy Planning Depart-
ment, said the ministry had no control
over which companies register.

“We just announced the registered
local companies. The ministry does not
get involved in the business relations
between domestic and foreign compa-
nies,” she said on September 6.

“Foreign companies can find and
choose domestic partners how they like
and we will not play any part in this.”

he believed only 10 companies on the
Energy Planning Department’s list had
any relevant experience in the energy
sector. He said many of the others were
involved in other business sectors, such
as construction or commodity trading.

The consultant said that while only
six Myanmar companies were involved
in the sector before 2011, the number
has grown steadily since and will con-
tinue to expand because of the ministry
policy on local involvement.

In January this year the ministry an-
nounced it was tendering 18 onshore
blocks, adding a further 30 offshore
blocks in a separate tender in April.

Daw Khin Khin Aye said 26 compa-
nies had submitted 53 final proposals

for the 18 onshore blocks by August 23,
with the winners to be announced in
the first week of October.

The final deadline for submitting
proposals for the 30 offshore blocks is
November 15, with the results expected
to be announced in December or early
2014. Twelve foreign companies - from
South Korea, China, Japan, India,
Thailand and Vietnam - are already
involved in offshore exploration and
production in the Gulf of Mottama and
off the coast of Tanintharyi Region and
Rakhine State.

Myanmar Investment Commission
statistics to February 2013 show that
foreign companies have invested nearly
US$14.4 billion in Myanmar’s oil and
gas sector.
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Interbank kyat
rading planned
or next year

AYE THIDA
KYAW

ayethidarkyaw(dgmail.com

INTERBANK currency trading in
kyat is set to commence in early
2014 to combat the threat of rapid
currency fluctuations, an official
at the central bank’s Foreign Ex-
change Management Department
said last week.

“This plan is intended to control
the inflation of the kyat and the
central bank has already started
practising it by accepting loans and
deposits in kyat at very low inter-
est rates,” the official said, who de-
clined to be named.

The central bank last month
formed the Yangon Foreign Ex-
change Market Committee with
banks authorised to trade in foreign
currency in order to set up the in-
terbank forex spot market, he said.

A second aim of the plan is to
offer a live exchange rate available
through the central bank’s website
and via telephone, he said, adding
that the rate will potentially change
every minute.

“Nobody can monopolise the
market anymore. It has become
transparent and liquid,” he said.

Domestic banks also participate
in daily foreign exchange auctions
with the central bank, the result of
which is a daily floating rate that
is posted on the bank’s website and
used as a yardstick; domestic banks
are allowed to trade dollars within
a 0.8 percent bracket around the
daily rate.

However, the Kkyat has been
largely stable against the US dollar
due to the influx of dollars mov-
ing into the country, appreciating
slightly since July, he said.

The spokesperson said US dol-
lar inflows into Myanmar were
growing fast to facilitate foreign
investment, pay for goods exported
by Myanmar, pay for hotel rooms
and other hospitality services and
through remittance transfers made

by Myanmar working abroad.

The dollar has been trading
against the kyat at about K970-974,
although it trimmed to about K966
by September 5 - a trading range of
less than 1pc.

U Pe Myint, managing director
of public Co-operative Bank, said
the domestic banks do not have the
full range of electronic infrastruc-
ture international banks use to link
banks and deal in currencies.

He said a few larger banks in
Myanmar are preparing to upgrade
their electronic infrastructure in
anticipation of increased interbank
trading.

‘Nobody can
monopolise the
market anymore.
It has become
transparent and
liquid.

Foreign exchange official
Central Bank of Myanmar

“The market has only just start-
ed and we are preparing more elec-
tronic infrastructure to run 100
percent [of the time],” he said.

At the same time, he said banks
are practising their kyat trading
through offering interbank loans at
an annual interest rate of 4pc.

“But it doesn’t have a great effect
because banks want to accept out-
side depositors that pay about 8pc
interest rate,” he said.

U Than Lwin, vice president of
Kanbawza Bank, said interbank
kyat trading depends on the central
bank, which has many plans for the
future but is dealing with an imma-
ture forex market.

“We are preparing for an inter-
national forex market that can run
24 hours a day.”

The Fine Print
Legal & tax insight

Working with Myanmar’s commercial tax

THINZAR KHINE
thinzar@pwplegal.com
SEBASTIAN PAWLITA
sebastian@pwplegal.com

COUNTRIES with a VAT system have
a mechanism in place aimed at pre-
venting the accumulation of VAT over
the value chain. The idea behind it is
that ultimately only the end-customer
should bear the burden of VAT. Trans-
actions between businesses should be
VAT neutral.

The commercial tax system in My-
anmar — which in many aspects resem-
bles VAT - also allows the offset of tax
charged in incoming invoices (“input
tax”) with tax charged in outgoing in-
voices (“output tax”). However, the off-
set is limited to certain transactions.

A domestic manufacturer can offset

the commercial tax paid when purchas-
ing or importing raw materials and
semi-finished goods with the commer-
cial tax charged to the buyer of the fin-
ished goods. Furthermore, a reseller can
offset the commercial tax paid when
purchasing or importing goods with the
commercial tax charged to the buyer
when reselling the goods.

Apart from these transactions, it is
not possible to offset input with output
tax. In particular, services companies
are prevented from obtaining a credit
for commercial tax charged in incoming
invoices and from issuing certificates
that could be used by their recipients
to obtain a commercial tax credit. An
exception is, of course, trading com-
panies: “Trade” is considered to be a
service under schedule 7 to the Com-
mercial Tax Law, but a trading company

MYAT NYEIN AYE

A vendor holds gold pieces at a Yangon shop. Photo: Zarni Phyo

Gold price shows high volatility

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

DOMESTIC gold prices fluctuated
rapidly in the past week in line with
international trends, shop owners in
Yangon said last week.

U Zaw Aung, owner of Take Sein
gold shop, said, “The price changed
rapidly within a week or so, rising

or falling by K10,000 a tical [0.576
ounces] because the international
market was in turmoil.”

The commodity was trading for
about K717,000 a tical in Yangon
last Monday.

U Htay, owner of Shwe Kyin gold
shop and a central executive commit-
tee member of the Myanmar Central
Gold Entrepreneurs Association,

said political events in Syria were to
blame for the international price rise,
which saw gold increase from about
US$1300 an ounce on August 28 to
$1395 by September 2, although it
had since fallen to $1370.

“As soon as there is global politi-
cal tension, the gold price goes up
suddenly, which pushes up the price
in Myanmar.”

BRIEFS

Global competitiveness scored
Myanmar ranked 139 out of 148
countries surveyed in the World
Economic Forum'’s annual Global
Competitiveness Report 2013 re-
leased last week.

Access to finance and policy insta-
bility are cited as the most problem-
atic factors for doing business in the
country, followed closely by corrup-
tion, the report shows.

Few Myanmar respondents
pointed to crime and theft or restric-
tive labour regulations as being prob-
lematic. The country scored highest
compared internationally in market
size and labour market efficiency,
finished 79" and 98 respectively in

Finland are ranked as the three most
competitive countries in the report,
while Chad is ranked as the least
competitive nation. - Jeremy Mullins

Myanmar unaffected by
Toyota’s vehicle recall
Domestic car owners are unaffected
by a large vehicle recall initiated by
Japan’s Toyota Motor Corporation
last week, Myanmar dealers say.
The world’s biggest automaker
has recalled some 370,000 ve-
hicles worldwide due to glitches
that make them stop mid-journey,
affecting Crown, Mark X and various
Lexus models built in Japan, a Toyota
spokesperson said.

the categories.
Switzerland, Singapore, and

can, as a reseller, offset input tax on in-
ventory purchased with output tax on
inventory sold.

The limits on the offset of commer-
cial tax is something that foreign sellers
have to bear in mind when calculating
the price of machinery, equipment, con-
struction material and other goods that
they intend to sell to companies in My-
anmar. If, for instance, a foreign manu-
facturer of machines sells its products
to a factory in Myanmar, this factory
has to pay 5 percent commercial tax
when importing the machines (unless it
happens to enjoy an exemption, eg un-
der the Citizen Investment Law) with-
out the possibility to offset the amount
with output tax as the machines are
not “raw materials and semi-finished
goods” As a result, the factory’s costs for
the machines increase accordingly.

U Soe Htun, the owner of do-
mestic dealer Farmer Auto, said the

Further limits on the offset of com-
mercial tax are contained in schedule 6:
Domestic manufacturers and importers
of luxury goods listed in this schedule
may not offset commercial tax paid
when purchasing or importing raw ma-
terials or semi-finished goods, or when
importing the luxury goods, with com-
mercial tax charged to the buyer. As an
exception, such an offset is possible in
the case of petrol, diesel oil and jet fuel
according to notifications 323/2012 and
543/2013.

The upper limit on any offset is the
amount of output tax. It is not possi-
ble to claim a refund of the excessive
amount if the input tax is higher than
the output tax.

Example: Domestic beer manufac-
turer A purchases raw materials from
X, a trader of agricultural products, for

recalled models are not the same as
those generally sold in Myanmar.

“Lexus vehicles in Myanmar come
from the Middle East and Canada
directly to our country,” he said.
“Besides, | think Toyota is mostly re-
called newer cars, while our market
is mostly older models.”

However, some dealers said they
were unaware there is an interna-
tional recall of the brand, and are
unaware how it would function if it
affected Myanmar.

“I have never heard of anyone
recalling cars from Myanmar, and
we have no chance to complain if we
face problems. We bought used cars,
so we have no guarantee,” said ASE
Auto owner U Khant Win.

- Aye Nyein Win/AFP

105 (net price 100 plus 5pc commer-
cial tax). A produces the beer and sells
it to wholesaler B for 330 (net price
220 plus 50pc commercial tax). B re-
sells it to supermarket C for 378 (net
price 360 plus 5pc commercial tax). A
cannot offset commercial tax paid to
X with commercial tax collected from
B as beer is listed in schedule 6. From
the commercial tax in the amount
of 110 paid by B to A, B can offset 18
with the commercial tax paid by B to
C. B cannot claim a refund of the re-
maining amount as the Commercial
Tax Regulations states that “the offset
amount shall not exceed the tax due
on the resale of goods”.

Sebastian Pawlita and Thinzar Khine are
with Polastri Wint & Partners Legal & Tax
Advisors.
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Indonesian outlook grim
following trade deficit

INDONESIAS trade deficit unexpectedly
hit a record high in July, data showed
last week, heaping pressure on policy-
makers to shore up the economy which
is facing a grim future as investors flee.

The news came as a closely watched
survey showed manufacturing activity
in Southeast Asia’s biggest economy had
sunk to a 15-month low in August.

Indonesia - like other global emerg-
ing markets - has been hammered by
huge outflows of foreign cash over the
past month on expectations the US Fed-
eral Reserve will begin to wind down its
stimulus program.

Official figures showed Indonesia’s
trade deficit rose sharply to US$2.31 bil-
lion in July from $847 million in June,
compared with economists’ forecasts
that it would dip to $353 million.

The deficit in July was “the highest in
Indonesia’s history”, Suryamin, the head
of the Central Statistics Agency who goes
by one name, told reporters.

“Exports dropped because the price
of commodities dropped,” Mr Suryamin
said. Demand for key commodities such
as coal and palm oil have been hit by a
slowdown in key market China.

It adds pressure to the country’s cur-
rent account, which in the April-June
quarter widened to a $9.8 billion deficit,

the biggest shortfall since the Asian fi-
nancial crisis of the late 1990s.

Adding to the government’s woes was
news that an index compiled for HSBC
showed manufacturing activity fell to a
15-month low in August and was now
shrinking.

The purchasing managers index hit
48.5 last month from 50.7 in July, mark-
ing the fourth straight month of decline,
Anything below 50 points to contraction
and anything above indicates growth.

Equally as worrying, the survey shows
new exports business contracted for the
third month in a row, while a decline in
total new orders was the first recorded
since May 2012, HSBC said.

Jakarta’s stock market closed down
2.24 percent after the data was released,
while the rupiah weakened to 10,950 to

[The trade deficit
was] “anasty and
badly timed surprise”

Robert Prior-Wandesforde
Credit-Suisse economist

the dollar from 10,920.

It has already lost about 12 percent
against the dollar this year.

Emerging economies from Indonesia
to Brazil have seen a huge flight of capi-
tal as dealers repatriate to the US expect-
ing the Fed stimulus - which has fuelled
an investment spree in developing coun-
tries for the past year - to dry up. And
among countries to suffer the most are
those with big current account deficits.

July’s deficit was “a nasty and badly
timed surprise”, Credit-Suisse economist
Robert Prior-Wandesforde said, adding
that the central bank needed to do more.

Bank Indonesia has already hiked
interest rates 1.25pc since June to 7pc
in a bid to shore up the economy and
support the ailing rupiah. Monetary
tightening tends to increase the value of
currencies.

However, its job will be made all the
more difficult after inflation in August
came in at a four-year high of 8.79pc
owing to the effects of a reduction in
subsidised fuel prices as well as seasonal
spending for the Muslim holiday of Eid.

Investors are also jittery due to a
slowdown in Indonesian growth, which
slipped to 5.81pc in the second quarter,
the first time it has fallen below 6pc
since 2010. — AFP

Hong Kong to fend
off Shanghai surge

HONG Kong’s de facto central
bank warned that the city must
not “sit on its laurels” if it wants
to remain a global financial cen-
tre after plans for China’s first
free trade zone were revealed.

Draft proposals for the free
trade zone (FTZ) in Shanghai,
seen by AFP, showed that the zone
goes beyond greater liberalisation
of trade to take in investment and
financial services - including free
currency convertibility.

“It is no good for Hong Kong
to sit on its laurels and just hope
or pray that other financial cen-
tres do not or cannot catch up,”’
Hong Kong Monetary Author-
ity chief executive Norman Chan
told a financial summit in the
city on Friday.

“There is no room for compla-
cency;” he added.

When asked by AFP if he
feared Shanghai could surpass
Hong Kong as a financial hub, Mr
Chan defended its powerhouse
status.

“Hong Kong is already a
world-class financial centre and
has a leading edge in the offshore
renminbi business,” he said.

“It is important that we con-
tinue to upgrade our platform in
facilitating renminbi businesses

and we will be able to maintain a
competitive edge over time.”

As pro-democracy campaign-
ers in Hong Kong push for uni-
versal suffrage by 2017 and anti-
Beijing sentiment increases, Mr
Chan said the city’s economy was
“well positioned” to withstand po-
litical tensions.

“We have taken sufficient
measures to enhance the risk
management of the banking
system. Our banks are well posi-
tioned and well prepared to with-
stand future shocks, from what-
ever source,” he said.

Mr Chan underlined the cru-
cial importance of financial mar-
ket infrastructure to a city’s eco-
nomic success.

The draft FTZ plan for Shang-
hai said the new zone would sup-
port the establishment of foreign
and joint venture banks and wel-
come privately funded financial
institutions.

At present, China’s banking
sector is overwhelmingly domi-
nated by state-run institutions.

Hong Kong was returned to
China in 1997, when it was hand-
ed over by Britain, but maintains
a semi-autonomous status with
its own separate legal and finan-
cial systems. — AFP

Singapore
takes Asia’s
forex crown

SINGAPORE overtook Japan as Asia’s
biggest foreign-exchange centre for
the first time as trading surged in the
past three years, the city’s central bank
said, citing a survey by the Bank for
International Settlements.

The city’s average daily foreign-
exchange volume increased 44 percent
to US$383 billion as of April from
$266 billion in the same month in
2010, the Monetary Authority of Sin-
gapore said in a statement last week.
The average interest-rate derivatives
volume climbed 6pc to $37 billion over
the same period, the highest in the re-
gion after Japan, it said.

“Singapore has definitely estab-
lished itself as a hub for foreign ex-
change trading,” said Khoon Goh, a
senior currency strategist at Australia
and New Zealand Banking Group in
Singapore. “Part of this emergence is
due to the increasing importance of
Asian currencies, and Singapore’s time
zone is well-suited for that.”

The increase in ranking places
Singapore just behind Britain and
the United States in the $6.67 trillion
global currencies trading market,
according to the Bank for Interna-
tional Settlements or BIS. The city’s
foreign-exchange market expanded
as the government offered incentives
to boost its financial markets, which
also led to a surge in the nation’s fund
management industry, where more
than 500 asset managers oversee
about $1.1 trillion.

“Our growing strength in foreign
exchange is a key complement to the
development of capital market and as-
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set management activities,” Jacqueline
Loh, deputy managing director at the
Monetary Authority of Singapore, said
in the statement.

Currencies trading in Singapore
is still about one-seventh the total
size of Britain and less than a third
of the US’s. Britain has some 41pc of
global market share, followed by the
US with 19pc. Singapore has a 5.7pc
share, followed by Japan’s 5.6pc and
Hong Kong’s 4.1pc, according to BIS.

— Bloomberg
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" Jobwatch
$:PATH

PATH is an international, nonprofit organization that
currently seeks qualified candidates for Finance &
Administrative Officer for our new Myanmar program.

The Finance & Admin Officer will provide office
oversight and operations support in compliance
with PATH administrative and financial policies.
He/she will be responsible for monitoring financial
transactions, preparing payroll, relevant taxes,
and monthly financial report to HQ, among other
things. Administrative tasks may include office
management and logistics, reception duties,
note taking, records management, coordination
of workshops and staff travel, and other duties
as requested.

Knowledge, skills and experience required:

A minimum five years' experience with an
international organization or NGO in a related field.
Bachelor’s degree in accounting or equivalent
preferred; Excellent word processing and database
skills; Strong communication and organizational
skills; Proven interpersonal skills and ability to work
effectively in a team; Excellent written and spoken
Myanmar and English; Ability to participate effectively
in meetings and Skype calls with colleagues and
partners.

For full position description and information on the
application process, please visit the jobs section of

the PATH website (www.path.org).
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Giood advertising doesn't just inform.
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It helps move product and keep business
Every time an ad arouses a consumer's
interest enough to result in a purchase,
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Vodafone unwinds its empire

Mobile giant sells American stake in the biggest deal in a decade

VODAFONE Chief Executive Of-
ficer Vittorio Colao has cemented
his legacy as the man who shrank
the world’s biggest mobile-phone
company and cleansed it of past
excesses.

In November 2009, just over
a year after taking the helm, the
former McKinsey and Company
partner said that his mission was
to “solve” Verizon Wireless. While
the venture with Verizon Com-
munications - now the biggest US
mobile-phone company - was a
source of billions in profits, it was
out of his control because Voda-
fone held just 45 percent. This
week, he did it, getting US$130
billion in the biggest deal in a
decade.

“It’s a great asset; it’s an asset
with a fantastic team managing
it,” said Mr Colao. “We got the
value that a good asset deserves.”

The stake’s sale fits with the
51-year-old surfer’s mantra, ac-
cording to a person close to him,
who asked not to be identified
recounting private conversations:
“Ride the wave, don’t try to domi-
nate it. Otherwise, it’ll kill you.”

It took Mr Colao five years in
office to clinch the Verizon Wire-
less deal, a wait that paid off as
Vodafone held out for $130 bil-

Vodafone CEO Vittorio Colao.
Photo: Bloomberg
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lion, $30 billion more than the
New York-based company was
said to have proposed at the start
of this year by people familiar
with Verizon’s plans.

“Colao has deep strategic per-
spective, and he’s also very ener-
getic when it’s time to execute,
make decisions and push for deals
to get done,” Francisco Roman,
chairman of Vodafone’s Spanish
unit, said hours before the deal
was announced.

In his five years as CEO,
Mr Colao has unwound the
globe-spanning empire his pre-
decessors built, emphasising
profitability over maintaining
Vodafone’s size. As he cut hold-
ings in France, Japan, Poland and
China and focused on getting out
of what Vodafone did not con-
trol, China Mobile usurped it by
revenue in 2010. Today Vodafone
trails the Chinese carrier by rev-

A Vodafone sign outside a store in central
London last week. Vodafone is pulling out
of its US joint venture. Photo : Bloomberg
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enue and subscribers.

Under the Italian native’s ten-
ure, Vodafone stock has risen 40pc,
adding about 20 billion pounds to
the Newbury, England-based com-
pany’s market value. The shares
have gained more than 20pc since
March 5, when Bloomberg News
reported that the two companies
were seeking to resolve the part-
nership this year.

Mr Colao’s reputation as a
shrewd dealmaker stems partly
from his disposal of Vodafone’s
44pc stake in French mobile-
phone firm SFR to majority own-
er Vivendi SA. He said jokingly to
Bloomberg in 2010 he planned to
send the then-Vivendi CEO Jean-
Bernard Levy a fountain pen for
Christmas to sign the check. Eight
months later, he walked away
with more than $10 billion.

The 2011 sale came at the top
of the market, just before a price

war that gutted wireless rates in
France.

A year later he told investors
he’d lost 208,000 subscribers in
the first two months of 2012 and
earnings before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amortisation
would drop as much as 15pc in
2012. Mr Levy stepped down as
CEO in June that year after fail-
ing to revive the firm’s stock from
a nine-year low and amid strategy
differences with the board.

Mr Colao “struck the deal to
sell SFR and what happened a
year later was the company start-
ed to collapse,” said Robin Bien-
enstock, an analyst at Sanford C
Bernstein in London. Miscalcu-
lations were the major reasons
why the board asked Levy to go,
a person familiar with the com-
pany’s decision said, asking not
to be named discussing confiden-
tial talks. - Bloomberg

India’s o1l firms urged to step up

PENELOPE MACRAE

INDIAS foreign minister told
energy firms to be more adven-
turous in searching for global
oil supplies as a report warned
of a likely large rise in the coun-
try’s fuel import needs.

Oil imports already make
up 75 percent of consumption,
a dependence which has caused
India’s current account deficit
to soar and prompted a crash
in the value of the rupee.

Import dependence is set to
rise to at least 90pc within two
decades, according to a study
by global consultancy firm
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)
released last week.

“There will have to be a
sense of adventure in us [to
seek energy assets abroad] and

that has to come from within
the Indian psyche,” Foreign
Minister Salman Khurshid told
an energy conference last week.

Mr Khurshid said he had
recently visited conflict-racked
Iraq as well as Saudi Arabia
to push energy ties and found
“nothing stood between them
and our opportunities” except
“our unwillingness to be a little
adventurous”.

India in 2012 was the
world’s fourth-largest energy
consumer at 563 million tonnes
of oil equivalent (mtoe), around
a fifth of the consumption of
heavily industrialised China
with 2,735 mtoe, the report
noted.

Mr Khurshid admitted rival
China has “moved ahead of us,
they’ve come with much more

resources” in securing overseas
supplies.

But he added India was still
held in high esteem in many
parts of the world, giving “us
an opportunity to go there and
fulfil our dreams”

China, with its deep pockets
and energetic diplomacy, has
been beating bureaucratic In-
dia to the punch in the quest
to lock in long-term supplies in
Asia, Africa and Latin America,
energy analysts say.

Since oil is India’s biggest
import, the plummeting rupee
and higher oil prices are raising
its import bills.

The forecast rise in oil de-
pendence will only further in-
crease “India’s vulnerability” to
external oil price shocks, PwC
said in the report.— AFP

Sr. Title and level

1. Senior Policy Officer (LICA 8)
2. Programme Associate (LICA 4)

The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in Myanmar is inviting qualified candidates
to apply for the following positions:

Duty Station Position Deadline
Yangon National 15 September 2013
Nay Pyi Taw National 16 September 2013

The benefit package for the above positions includes an attractive remuneration, 30 days annual
leave and 10 holidays per year, medical insurance, learning and development opportunities and a
challenging working environment with 200 national and international colleagues.

For details please visit UNOPS website https://gprs.unops.org and click on the post you are
interested in applying for. All applications must be made through UNOPS E-recruitment system.

If you have further queries, please contact 95 1 657 281-7 Ext: 149

BRIEFS

Russia latest to scale back issue
Russia failed to raise as much money
as planned at a government bond
auction, joining nations from India to
Taiwan in missing borrowing targets as
investors keep away from emerging-
market assets.

The Finance Ministry in Moscow
sold 6.07 billion rubles (US$182 mil-
lion) of its so-called OFZ notes due
May 2016 after offering 13.6 billion
rubles, according to a statement on its
website. Russia cancelled an auction
last week as only one bidder took part.
- Bloomberg

French mull spending cuts
France’s Socialist government is
hinting it may appease discontent at
tax rises by putting more stress on
spending cuts in its fight to control the
budget and boost growth.

The latest signs came with a new
reform of the pension system, which
was headed for a huge deficit by 2020,
that raises charges for business and
workers but has been widely criticised
as a weak compromise. - AFP

Nobel-winning economist dies
Ronald Coase, the British-born US
economist who was awarded the
Nobel prize in 1991, died last week in
Chicago, the University of Chicago an-
nounced. He was 102.

Coase, who studied at the University
of London and London School of Eco-
nomics, was famed for his 1960 article,
“The Problem of Social Cost”, was the
basis for the famous Coase Theorem.

It suggests that well-defined prop-
erty rights could overcome non-market
forces. - AFP
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BEIJING

China home
prices keep
on rising

THE rate of increase in Chinese prop-
erty prices picked up pace in August as
some local governments eased market
controls, a survey showed last week

The average price of new homes in
100 major cities rose 8.61 percent year
on year to 10,442 yuan (US$1700) per
square metre, according to the inde-
pendent China Index Academy (CIA).

Prices rose 7.94pc in July, according
to the CIA, which is owned by Soufun
Holdings, China’s largest real estate
website operator.

Month on month, prices were up
0.92pc, marking the 15" straight month
of growth and accelerating from July’s
0.87pc.

The academy said the acceleration
came on the back of looser policies in
some cities, including Wenzhou in the
eastern province of Zhejiang and Wuhu
in neighbouring Anhui province, which
helped release pent-up demand.

“Land prices continued to go up,”
further driving up new home prices,
it added. Beijing led the rise in aver-
age new home cost among the 10 big-
gest Chinese cities in August, with the
price surging 22.49pc year on year and
3.22pc month on month to 29,395 yuan
per square metre, the CIA data showed.

In Shanghai, it was 28,979 yuan per
square metre, up 1.07pc from July and
7.71pc higher than a year ago.

Property prices are a sensitive issue
in China and authorities have sought
for more than three years to control
their rise.

Measures have included restric-
tions on purchases of second and
third homes, higher minimum down-
payments, and taxes in some cities on
multiple and non-locally owned homes.

But China has recently signalled it
might not take further tightening steps
owing to concerns about slowing eco-
nomic growth, replacing its previous
rhetoric about regulating the property
market and promoting “stable and
healthy development” of the sector.

New properties are the most im-
portant part of China’s real estate
market. — Bloomberg

London ‘fryscraper’ melts Jaguar

Area residents complain of property damage from concentrated sun rays magnified by building

A BRITISH property developer said
it is investigating after sun rays re-
flected from its half-finished Lon-
don skyscraper melted parts of sev-
eral cars, including a luxury Jaguar.

Londoners have been shielding
their eyes from the blinding glare
bouncing off 20 Fenchurch Street
- nicknamed the “Walkie Talkie”
because of its flared shape - while
several drivers complained that the
beams have melted parts of their ve-
hicles.

Local businessman Martin Lind-
say said he was distraught when he
returned to his parked Jaguar XJ
near the glassy tower in London’s
financial district to find the car’s
panels had warped along one side,
while the wing mirror and Jaguar
emblem on the front of the car had
melted.

“On the windscreen, there was a
note from the construction company
saying ‘your car’s buckled, could you
give us a call?’” Lindsay told the BBC.

He “could not believe” the extent
of the damage, he added.

Located in London’s financial
district, the tower has now been un-
officially renamed the “Walkie Scor-
chie”, while others are dubbing it a
“fryscraper”

As a crowd of sweating journal-
ists and photographers gathered
outside the skyscraper last Tuesday,
a reporter even managed to cook an
egg simply by placing the frying pan
in direct sunlight.

Developers Land Securities and
Canary Wharf Group have apolo-
gised to Mr Lindsay and paid for the
damage to his Jaguar, while three
car parking spaces near the tower
have been taken out of use.

Angry local shopkeepers also say
the so-called “death ray” has blis-
tered their paintwork, singed holes
in doormats and caused their tiles
to smash.

The developers said in a state-
ment, “We are taking the issue of
light reflecting from 20 Fenchurch
Street seriously, and are looking
into the matter as a priority.”

They later said a temporary scaf-

A view of the new “Walkie Talkie” tower, at left, in central London last week. At right a television crewman films a man

-

sunbathing in a shaft of intense sunlight reflected from the building’s glass windows. Photos: AFP

fold screen would be erected at
street level within 24 hours.

“We are also continuing to evalu-
ate longer-term solutions to ensure
this issue does not recur in future,”
they added.

Physicists have suggested that
the concave shape of the “Walkie
Talkie” is responsible for the prob-
lem, focusing sunlight into a con-

centrated beam.

The Times newspaper said that
temperatures near the tower ex-
ceeded 45 degrees Celsius last week.

The developers said the phenom-
enon was caused by “the current el-
evation of the sun in the sky”, and
that as Britain heads into autumn
the problem should disappear.

“It currently lasts for approxi-

mately two hours per day, with ini-
tial modelling suggesting that it will
be present for approximately two to
three weeks,” they said.

The 37-floor office block is due to
be completed in March 2014.

The design has met with mixed
reactions in London, with some
complaining that its squat shape is
a blot on the city skyline. — AFP
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@% you ready for a hassle free, spacious living area brand new villa in Pun Hiaing Golf Estate?

Well, here we have . . . ..

SRose Gardere Villas

Pun Hlaing Golf Estate, Hlaing Tharyar Township,Yangon, Myanmar.
E-mail: marketing@punhlainggolfestate.com

Tel: (951) 684 013, 684 246, 687 777
Website: www.punhlainggolfestate.com
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HOUSE OF THE WEEK

A brand new chance

Fresh offerings are often snapped up quickly in the Yangon market, and this week’s apartment in Sanchaung town-
ship will likely be no different. Well-connected to major roads and located near the downtown core, a resident in
Moe Myint San Condominium faces less commuting time than from many of the new properties entering the market
further afield.

The apartment itself is on the second floor, consisting of two double bedrooms and one master bedroom. The din-
ing room and kitchen are fully partitioned, and there is a handy extra room on the kitchen that can serve as a pantry.
Large windows allow for maximum use of natural light, creating a lively atmosphere in the apartment.

Located in an up-and-coming neighbourhood, the apartment is peaceful but vibrant. Construction has just been
completed, so new tenants can rent immediately.

- Ei Thae Thae Naing

Location : Ma Kyi Kyi Street, Sanchaung Township
Price : K2.5 million (to rent)

Contact : Estate Myanmar Company Limited
Phone : 09 73114860, 09 43157571

gJzzl 3UJLNLIES

No.21/5(D), Thirimingalar Avenue, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road, Yankin Township, Yangon.
www.PEBsteel.com.mm, mail : BHT@PEBsteel.com.vn, Marketing@PEBsteel.com.mm

Yangon market
tepid ahead of
govt action

MYAT
NYEIN AYE

-

myatnyeinaye11092@gmail.com

YANGON’S real estate market
showed signs of cooling last week
as rumours of government plans to
stabilise prices through increased
property or transaction taxes put a
damper on speculation, according to
some industry insiders.

“The frequency of real estate
sales decreased by 50 percent in
the last few days compared with a
month ago,” said U Ko Min Min Soe,
a senior agent at Mya Pan Thakhin
real estate agency.

“I think it’s because the govern-
ment plans to stabilise prices in the
real estate market, and buyers and
sellers don’t want to sell their land
or house rashly,” he said.

U Soe Thein, a minister for the
President’s Office, said on August
23 that regional governments were
considering methods to slow the
increase in property prices, such as
creating a property tax.

Currently there is a 30pc tax on
property purchases where the buyer
cannot prove his or her income, with
a 7pc stamp duty. Buyers that can
prove their earnings are required to
pay only the 7pc duty.

Although agents said housing and
land sales slowed considerably, in-
terest in the rental market continues
to be buoyant.

“Our agency hasn’t received many
clients for sales recently - nearly
none. We're only getting rental cli-
ents these days,” said Daw Ma Myat
Thu from Moe Myint Thaw Tar real
estate agency.

Widespread property speculation
in Yangon Region, as well as Manda-
lay and Dawei in Tanintharyi Region,
have created bubbles of artificially
high prices.

In Yangon, outlying areas that
have traditionally been vastly cheap-
er, have borne the brunt of specula-
tion with prices doubling or tripling
within two years.

However, Daw Ma Zin Myo Naing
from Shwe Yi San real estate agency,
said some areas have dipped sharply
since U Soe Thein’s comments.

She said areas far from downtown
that had seen plenty of interest from
speculators were the most affected
by recent declines.

Dala and North Dagon townships
had witnessed particularly high fluc-
tuations in price in the fortnight
since the minister’s remarks, adding
that some properties in North Dagon
had fallen by 20-30pc in price, she
said.

Daw Moh Moh Aung, general sec-
retary of the Myanmar Real Estate
Services Association, said the spike
in prices in Dala township came from
speculation following reports of a
bridge being built to link it with down-
town Yangon, but had little basis in its

‘Our agency hasn’t
received many
clients for sales
recently - nearly
none. We’re only
getting rental clients
these days.

Daw Ma Myat Thu
Real estate agency

present value.

“Price increase should depend on
the reality of what foreign invest-
ment or industrial projects will do,”
she said.

“Land prices in Dala township are
not increasing as normal, and I ex-
pect prices will drop a bit once the
reality sets in that the bridge will not
be built for a while.”

Some realtors said they applaud-
ed government moves to cool the
runaway sector.

U Ko Min Min Soe said stable
prices are necessary for development
projects to proceed.

“People are piling into popular ar-
eas for speculative reasons,” he said.
“The prices are not under control [in
these circumstances] and continue
to increase.”

However, Daw Moh Moh Aung
said it would be difficult to control
Yangon’s prices due to the influx of
foreign interest in the city.

Saudi princess buys
large Swiss estate

Middle Eastern money flows to historic estate

A SAUDI princess has bought a his-
torical Geneva estate that once be-
longed to a former Swiss president
for 57.5 million Swiss francs (US$62
million), media reported last week.

Princess Latifa Bin Fahd bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, who is 54 and
a daughter of former king Fahd,
bought the 18,800-square-metre
(202,362-square-foot) estate from
the wealthy Nordmann family that
co-owns upscale department store
chain Manor and the maker of La-
coste clothing.

The purchase price for the prop-
erty which once belonged to Gus-
tave Ador who served as Swiss pres-

ident early in the 20" century is the
second-highest on record in the city.

The daughter of Kazakhstan
President Nursultan Nazarbayev,
Dinara Kulibayeva, holds the cur-
rent record after she bought a prop-
erty on the posh southern shores of
Lake Geneva in 2009 for 74.7 mil-
lion Swiss francs.

Al Saud, who like Kulibayeva has
settled nearby, has committed to
“preserving the heritage”, the Trib-
une de Geneve daily reported.

She joins a number of other Mid-
dle Eastern royals who already live
in luxurious settings in the Swiss
city. - AFP



www.mmtimes.com

Science & Technology 33

Telcos’ rollout
challenges outlined

JEREMY MULLINS
jeremymullins7@gmail.com

SECURING the leases and licenses re-
quired to build thousands of cell tow-
ers is the next major hurdle for the
telecoms firms setting up shop in My-
anmar, according to Edwin Vander-
bruggen, a partner at legal advisory
firm VDB Loi, which is working with
one of the telecoms firms.

With Ooredoo and Telenor expect-
ed to install up to 3000 towers annu-
ally under the strict implementation
plans outlined during the bidding
process earlier this year, and domes-
tic companies MPT and YPT possibly
conducting rollouts of their own, Mr
Vanderbruggen said the tower build
across Myanmar will be a large un-
dertaking.

“These challenges tower over the
operators right now,” he said.

With up to 3000 towers expected
annually from both Telenor and Oore-
doo operator, it means the firms will
have to sign about 10 separate leases
a day, “which is already a huge chal-
lenge,” he said, comparing it to MPT
with about 2000 towers total in My-
anmar at present.

Although tower sharing - where
one company erects the tower and
leases space to host several compa-
nies’ equipment - will likely take
place, it will not be sufficient for all
of the tower sites. Thousands of sepa-
rate leases will need to be secured.

On top of the challenges finding
leases, Mr Vanderbruggen said Myan-
mar has a complex land usage situa-
tion as each type of land comes with
its own rights.

“Before you can sign up with an
operator or tower company to use a
piece of your land and put a tower
there, you need to know whether you
have the right to do that or not,” he
said.

He added many leaseholders

cannot sublease their land, while
those holding granted land often are
only permitted to use it for one spe-
cific purpose, such as rice farming.

“In other words, you have to sign
10 leases a day and have to get ten
lawyers to find out if the guy who is
about to sign has the right to sign it,”
he said.

On top of the land rights, each site
requires permission from a number
of ministries, including Communi-
cation and Information Technology,
Electric Power, Environmental Con-
servation and Forestry, and the Myan-
mar Investment Commission, he said.

“It’s one of those examples of the
infrastructure in terms of existing
laws, regulations, processes all trying
to catch up with the breakneck pace
of innovation and development that
the government is steering,” he said.

While it is possible that the pro-
cess could be streamlined with new
laws or regulations in the future, Mr
Vanderbruggen said that the telecoms
operators had no choice but to begin
the process with the current laws.

Although Ooredoo and Telenor
have not formally accepted their
licences, they could also face increased
competition from MPT and YPT.

Mr Vanderbruggen said MPT has
known there would be foreign en-
trants for some time, giving it time
to prepare, and added plenty of inter-
national telecoms firms that did not
get a licence would be interested in
working with it.

“If they can raise money and they
can get technology, they might not
need an equity partner. It might not
look like a 49 percent foreign opera-
tor who comes in,” he said.

He added YPT also has a licence,
but is a bit of a question market.

Officials from the Ministry of Posts
and Telecommunications could not
be reached for comment. — Addition-
al reporting Aung Kyaw Nyunt

SIM draws fail to
quash black market

AUNG KYAW NYUNT
zeezee383(@gmail.com

DESPITE the roll-out of K1500 SIMs
which began in April, Yangon phone
vendors say frustrated customers
are continuing to turn to the black
market for SIM cards - and in some
cases, they say, the release of cheap
SIMs has only encouraged their
resale.

“Black market cheap SIM cards
won’t go away because the num-
ber of cheap SIM cards available
from MPT [Myanma Posts and Tel-
ecommunications] is limited, with
more demand than supply,’said U
Htet Lin Kyaw, general manager of
Mr Fone Telecom Center in South
Okkala township.

He said the demand has even led
some new SIM card owners to flip
their SIMs instead of using them.

“Cheap SIM card lucky draw
winners are selling [their cards] for
over K100,000 because their start-
ing capital is so little. People who
win the lucky draws live in the out-
skirts. They are not businesspeople.
So if these people don’t need to use
them, they sellthese cheap SIM card-
son the black market to people who
need them.”

He added that so long as there is
a lack of cheap SIM availability, the
black market will remain strong.

“Although we have money, westill
cannot buy K1500 cheap SIM cards
at present, because I haven't won
the lucky draw in my quarter ... If

operators sell all [cheap] SIM cards,
the black market will disappear,”

Several other vendors agreed.

“I have been using cheap SIM
cards which came from China since
I visited Muse [near the China bor-
der],” said Ma Thidar from Mobile
Country Mobile “If people can use
them like there, the black markets in
Myanmar will disappear.”

“I believe that if people can buy
cheap SIM cards at every shop, the
black market will disappear in the
future,” said Ma Zargyi Lin, general
manager of Lu Gyi Min Mobile’s
head office.

Since April, the government has
been selling K1500 SIM cards at a
rate of 350,000 a month, though de-
mand continues to outstrip supply.

MANILA

: A

Dubbed the Apollo national challenge, 28,000 citizens competed

in Manilla last week to be one of two cadets who will be sent to
Axe Apollo space camp in the US this December and perhaps
the become the first Filipino sent into orbit. Photo: AFP

CARACAS

Venezuela’s ‘Jurassic
Park’ found in oil field

UNDER the rich Venezuelan soil, pale-
ontologists have found treasures rival-
ing the bountiful oil: a giant armadillo
the size of a Volkswagen, a crocodile
bigger than a bus and a saber-toothed
tiger.

Oil companies’ surveys of the soil
have uncovered a trove of fossils dating
from 14,000 to 370 million years ago.

Many of the 12,000 recorded speci-
mens from different eras are now kept
in a tiny office of the Venezuelan Insti-
tute for Scientific Research.

A strong smell of oil fills the room
as Ascania Rincon opens the drawer of
a filing cabinet to reveal the tar-stained
femur of a giant, 6-tonne mastodon
from 25,000 years ago at the end of the
Ice Age.

Unfazed by the significance of the
finds already made, the head of the in-
stitute’s Laboratory of Paleontology is
intent on realizing his next goal: locat-
ing human fossils for proof of prehis-
toric human life in the area.

“We are close. You have to keep ex-
ploring the area. We have already found
spearheads,” he told AFP. “What’s lack-
ing is reliable indication that man
hunted the megafauna that we are find-
ing. And lacking are human fossils.”

Located in northern South America,
Venezuela has a complex geological
structure that leaves it swimming in
oil deposits teeming with life preserved
from so very long ago.

Most of the fossils are concentrated
in a large area north of the Orinoco Riv-
er where the Atlantic Ocean originated

200 million years ago, the paleontolo-
gist explained.

About 8 million years ago, the
Orinoco was formed, followed by the
Isthmus of Panama (or Isthmus of
Darien, which links North and South
America) about 3 to 5 million years
ago.

The fossils found during the sur-
veys include a featherless chicken that
looked like an iguana, a 3-metre (10-
foot) pelican and giant sloths that lived
on land 12 million year ago, unlike their
modern relatives living in the trees.

But it can take years to prepare a
fossil for classification. Experts needed
four years after its discovery to identify
a saber-toothed tiger, a darling of the
collection dubbed Homotherium wven-
ezuelensis.

Once a fossil is found, experts must
remove the sediment, transport it,
wash it and carefully compare it to ex-
isting specimens.

In September, the institute plans
to announce the discovery in a remote
area of the country of a new species,
Mr. Rincon said proudly, without re-
vealing the whole surprise.

Mr. Rincon’s laboratory, staffed with
only five researchers, has state and
private support but lacks the logistical
and technological resources of similar
operations in other countries.

“Paleontology is fun. It seems that
it has no use, but it has economic im-
plications. With a fossil record, we can
determine the age of an oil field,” he
said. — AFP

POSIFLE

Your Success is Our Vision

Posiflex Technology, Inc.

Headgquarters

Mo, 8, Wugquan Rd., Wugu Dist., New Taipei City

248, Taiwan(R.0O.C.)

Tel: +886 2 2299-1590 Fax: +886 2 229
sales@posifiencom.iw  www.posiflex.co

(&Y

8+

I*FBI‘IQ. -
'

Food Tech & Hotel Show
Booth No: T01 (Tatmadaw Hall)
6-8 Movember 2013

Authorized Sole Distributor: IT MYANMAR
Lot 203, Second Floor, Olympic Tower, Corner of Mahabandoola Street and
Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada Township 11182, Yangon, Myanmar

Tel: 951 - 392 869, 392 880, 392 873
E-mail: tamaya@mptmail.net.mm




34 THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2013

World

WORLD EDITOR: Douglas Long | dlong125@gmail.com

SYDNEY

Australia’s foreign
aid set to be slashed

MARTIN PARRY

AUSTRALIAS likely next gov-
ernment said on September 5 it
would massively slash the for-
eign aid budget to pay for infra-
structure projects as it pledged
A$40 billion (US$36.7 billion) of
savings if it won office.

The economy was a key bat-
tleground ahead of the Septem-
ber 7 election, and the Tony Ab-
bott-led conservative opposition,
said it would pay down A$16 bil-
lion of debt.

It announced A$33 billion
in proposed spending over four
years and said the budget would
be A$6.4 billion better off.

The figures were part of
the opposition’s long-awaited
policy costings, which Mr Rudd
slammed for being released just
two days before the election.

‘The overseas
aid budgetis
Australia’s
commitment to
the world’s poor
and vulnerable,
and is not

an ATM for
political parties
in search of cash
to prop up their
bottom line.

Helen Szoke
Oxfam Australia chief
executive

“We will put in place the tools
necessary to grow the Australian
economy, to give Australian fam-
ilies job security. Importantly,
give them more control of their
lives,” said opposition finance
spokesman Joe Hockey.

“We are going to do this
by improving the budget bot-
tom line, by over A$6 billion.
And we're going to start paying
down Labor’s mountain of debt
by more than A$16 billion. The
coalition has already announced
over A$31 billion of savings [over
four years]. Today I'm announc-
ing a further A$9 billion of sav-
ings.”

Mr Abbott’s key policies

P

Joe Hockey eats a strawberry in Sydney on September 4. Photo: AFP

include repealing a corporate
pollution tax and another on
mining profits. He pledged to
introduce a paid parental leave
scheme that would cost A$5.5
billion a year.

Part of the savings include
cutting the foreign aid budget
by A$4.5 billion, with Mr Hockey
saying, “We can only be a more
generous nation to the rest of the
world if we have a strong Aus-
tralian economy. And so we are
reducing the growth in foreign
aid by A$4.5 billion over the for-
ward estimates to fund essential
infrastructure here in Australia.”

UNICEF, World Vision and
Oxfam were all quick to react,
saying the cuts would come at
the expense of the world’s most
vulnerable and cost lives.

“The overseas aid budget is
Australia’s commitment to the
world’s poor and vulnerable, and
is not an ATM for political par-
ties in search of cash to prop up
their bottom line;” said Oxfam
Australia chief executive Helen
Szoke.

More than A$1 billion in sav-
ings over four years is forecast
to come from the party’s “Stop
the Boats” policy, referring to its
plan to turn back asylum-seeker
boats and force those arriving on
to welfare-for-work programs - a
key election issue.

The conservatives said they
would save an additional A$1.2
billion by axing Australia’s hu-
manitarian refugee intake by
6250 places to 13,750. It would
find A$5.2 billion by sacking
12,000 public servants.

Last month, the government
revealed that its budget deficit
has blown out to A$30 billion,
and revenues were shrinking
as the mining-driven economy
grapples with a slowdown in
China that has seen commodities
prices tumble.

The opposition has main-
tained that after six years of
Labor “waste”, the conservatives
would be better managers of the
economy - something Rudd de-
nied on September 5.

In one of his final election
pitches, he championed what
Labor had achieved, pointing
to reforms in disability care,
education, health and climate
change, while steering the coun-
try through the global financial
crisis.

He said Labor was “in the
business of building the na-
tion’s future, whereas Mr Ab-
bott is in the business of cuts,
cuts and more cuts for Austral-
ia’s future” - AFP

A Syrian refugee sells mattresses and other goods at a refugee camp near Mafraq, Jordan, on September 4. Photo: AFP

ST PETERSBURG

Leaders fail to heal Syria

STUART WILLIAMS

WORLD leaders at the G20
summit on September 6 failed
to bridge their bitter divisions
over US plans for military ac-
tion against the Syrian regime,
as Washington slammed Mos-
cow for holding the UN Secu-
rity Council “hostage” over the
crisis.

Despite not being on the
original agenda of the summit
hosted by Russian President
Vladimir Putin outside St Pe-
tersburg, the leaders discussed
the Syria crisis into the early
hours of the morning over din-
ner amid the splendour of a
former imperial palace.

Mr Putin has emerged as
one of the most implacable
critics of military intervention
against the regime of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad over
an alleged chemical weapons
attack on August 21, saying
any such move without UN
blessing would be an aggres-
sion.

There was no breakthrough
at the dinner as leaders, in-
cluding US President Barack
Obama, presented their posi-
tions on the Syria crisis, which
only confirmed the extent of
global divisions on the issue,
participants said.

“The differences of opin-
ions of the leaders were con-
firmed during the dinner,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov was quoted as saying
by Russian news agencies.

“Some states were de-
fending the view that rushed
measures should be taken,
overlooking legitimate inter-
national institutions. Other
states appealed not to devalue
international law and not to
forget that only the UN Secu-
rity Council has the right to
decide on using force”

A high-ranking source close
to the talks said there was a
disappointing lack of ambition
at the dinner on the Syria is-
sue, noting that Mr Putin as
host was keen not to aggravate
tensions further.

But a French diplomatic
source said the objective of
the dinner “was an exchange
between the top world leaders
and not to come to an agree-
ment”.

The dinner went on into
the small hours of the morn-
ing, and even after a late-night
opera show, Mr Putin and Brit-
ish Prime Minister David Cam-
eron had a meeting to discuss
the Syria situation, the Krem-
lin said.

UN chief Ban Ki-moon on

September 6 also warned that
military strikes could spark
further sectarian violence in
the country, which he said is
suffering from a humanitar-
ian crisis “unprecedented” in
recent history.

“I must warn that ill-con-
sidered military action could
cause serious and tragic con-
sequences, and with an in-
creased threat of further sec-
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Number of people killed in an
August 21 chemical weapon
attack in Syria, according to US
intelligence

tarian violence,” Mr Ban said.

The Syria crisis and pros-
pect of military intervention
has overshadowed the official
agenda of the summit of lead-
ers of the world’s top econo-
mies and emerging markets
to stimulate growth and battle
tax avoidance.

Several Western states

share Mr Putin’s opposition
to military action, and after
the British parliament voted
against strikes, France is the
only power to have vowed that
it will join American interven-
tion.

Mr Obama is seeking back-
ing from Congress for military
action, putting back the time-
table for strikes that had been
anticipated even before the
two day-summit got underway
on September 5.

The US president held a bi-
lateral meeting on September
6 with President Xi Jinping of
China, who like Russia vehe-
mently opposes military action
against Syria.

Even as the leaders were
setting out their arguments at
the dinner, the US ambassador
to the United Nations in New
York launched a lacerating
attack on Russia for holding
the Security Council “hostage”
over its backing of Assad.

“Even in the wake of the fla-
grant shattering of the interna-
tional norm against chemical
weapons use, Russia continues
to hold the council hostage
and shirk its international re-
sponsibilities,” Samantha Pow-
er told reporters.

Amid a new low in US-
Russia tensions, no bilateral
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meeting has been scheduled
between Mr Putin and Mr
Obama, although officials have
left the door open for some in-
formal contact.

According to US intelli-
gence, more than 1400 people
living in rebel-held suburbs of
Damascus were Kkilled in the
August 21 chemical weapons
attack, which involved the use
of sarin nerve gas.

The US says the Assad re-
gime was responsible, a claim
not accepted by Russia.

Mr Cameron told BBC TV
from the G20 summit that
Britain had further evidence
of the use of chemical weap-
ons in the attack in samples its
experts had tested.

With the clock ticking
down to strikes, Russia said
Syria’s Foreign Minister Walid
Muallem would travel to Mos-
cow for talks on September 9.

The two-and-a-half-year con-
flict between Assad and rebels,
which began as a popular upris-
ing, has left more than 100,000
people dead.

About one-third of Syria’s
pre-war 20.8 million popula-
tion has fled abroad or have
been forced from their homes,
according to the UN refugee
agency.

Speaking at a humanitarian

meeting hosted by Britain on
the sidelines of the G20 sum-
mit, Mr Ban called the Syrian
refugee situation “a humani-
tarian crisis of unprecedented
proportions in recent history”.

But “as some flee the coun-
try, others dig in to fight”, Mr
Ban said, pointing to the need
therefore to “avoid further mili-
tarisation of the conflict and re-
vitalise the search for a politi-
cal settlement instead”

With a political solution
proving elusive as world lead-
ers dig in their heels over their
entrenched positions, Mr Ban
called for unity in securing
humanitarian aid for the popu-
lation.

A funding shortage was
also threatening to leave refu-
gees in neighbouring countries
with no food, he said, adding
that stocks would run out
within days in Lebanon and
within two weeks in Jordan.

“The world must do every-
thing within its powers to stop
the suffering of the Syrian peo-
ple. Let us use this united rec-
ognition of the problem as our
starting point for focused and
positive action,” he said.

“Your support in exercis-
ing leverage on all parties to
facilitate humanitarian access
is critical” - AFP

N Korea reopens
military hotline

NORTH Korea on September
6 reconnected a military hot-
line to the South that was cut
earlier this year at the height
of cross-border tensions,
Seoul’s government said.

The line - one of the two
remaining inter-Korea mili-
tary hotlines - was disabled
in late March, weeks after the
North’s third nuclear test. The
following month, a joint in-
dustrial zone was shut down.

The North in early March
cut off another line at the
border truce village of Pan-
munjom before reopening it
in July when relations showed
signs of thawing.

Cross-border army hotlines
in other parts of the country
were severed years ago when
tensions soared and have been
left unrestored since then.

The latest re-establishment
of the hotline paves the way
for the reopening of the Kae-
song industrial zone, as it is
largely used to provide securi-
ty guarantees when South Ko-
rean businessmen and work-
ers visit the complex.

The North made the first
call to the South via the
hotline since March on the
morning of September 6, said
Seoul’s unification ministry,

which handles cross-border
affairs.

“Reception is still a bit
shaky, but at least the connec-
tion has been restored,” a min-
istry spokeswoman said.

It followed an agreement
on September 5 at a meeting
of the inter-Korea committee
tasked with reviving the shut-
tered Kaesong complex.

The ministry spokeswoman
said businessmen from the
South would be able to visit the
zone - 10 kilometres (6 miles)
north of the border - to check
on infrastructure and facilities
left dormant for months but
did not give a timeframe.

In April, as tensions in-
creased following the North’s
nuclear test, Pyongyang ef-
fectively shut down opera-
tions at the industrial zone by
withdrawing the 53,000 North
Korean workers employed at
the 123 South Korean plants
there. Seoul subsequently
withdrew all of its managers.

The two Koreas agreed last
month to work together to
reopen the complex - a valued
source of hard currency for
the impoverished North - af-
ter Pyongyang changed tack
to make a flurry of concilia-
tory gestures. - AFP

Violence flares at Thai
rubber farmer protest

RUBBER farmers clashed with
security forces in southern Thai-
land on September 5 as protest-
ers torched cars and police fired
tear gas in the latest unrest to
shake the politically turbulent
kingdom, officials said last week.

More than two dozen police
officers were injured and 11
protest leaders were arrested
as the demonstration in Prach-
uap Khiri Khan province over
falling rubber prices turned
violent, authorities said.

Two vehicles, apparently be-
longing to local media, were set
ablaze during the clashes, which
flared after some 400 farmers
tried to block a major highway to
the south of the country, said pro-
vincial police commander Major
General Thanet Soonthornsuk.

“Twenty-five police officers
were wounded. Two of them
are in a serious condition af-
ter they were hit on the head
by rocks,” he said, adding that
demonstrators had thrown
acid at him.

Thailand is the world’s top
exporter of natural rubber, and
mounting anger among the king-
dom’s rubber farmers over their
falling incomes poses a fresh
challenge to Prime Minister Yin-
gluck Shinawatra’s two-year-old
government.

In recent days, angry rubber
farmers have blocked roads, train
lines and even - briefly - the en-
trance to an airport in Thailand’s

south, where plunging global
prices for the commodity have
hit the local economy hard.

The region is a heartland of
the opposition Democrat Party.

Ms Yingluck’s government
has so far rejected demands to
guarantee a rubber price of 120
baht ($3.70) a kilogram - which
farmers later reduced to about
90 to 100 baht - about 50 per-
cent higher than the current
price on world markets.

Instead, it has stuck to an
offer to pay farmers 1260 baht
per rai (0.16 hectares) of rubber
plantation to help with produc-
tion costs, along with funds to
boost the efficiency of rubber
processing - an offer rejected by
the protesters.

Thailand has been rocked by
several episodes of civil unrest in
recent years, with both support-
ers and opponents of Ms Yin-
gluck’s brother - fugitive former
premier Thaksin Shinawatra -
taking to the streets.

In 2010, two months of dem-
onstrations in Bangkok by the
pro-Thaksin “Red Shirts” drew
100,000 protesters at their peak
before being crushed in a mili-
tary crackdown under a previous
government.

More than 90 people, mostly
civilians, were Killed and near-
ly 1900 were injured during
the demonstrations, resulting
in Thailand’s worst political
bloodshed in decades. - AFP

Santiago

Chilean judges apologise
for Pinochet-era inaction
Chile’s judges issued a
long-awaited apology on
September 4 to relatives of
those who sought missing
loved ones under the regime
of dictator Augusto Pinochet,
only to have courts shrug
them off.

“To those who were victims
of state abuse ... the time has
come [for us] to ask for the
forgiveness of victims ... and
of Chilean society,” said the
Chilean Judges Association in
a statement almost 40 years
after the 1973 coup that top-
pled elected socialist Salva-

American country, remaining
there until 1990.

“It must be said and recog-
nised clearly and completely:
The court system and espe-
cially the Supreme Court at
that time failed in their roles
as safeguards of basic human
rights and to protect those
who were victims of state
abuse,” the association said.

Chilean courts rejected
5000 cases seeking help in
locating missing loved ones
abducted or killed by the
regime, saying they had no
information about their fate.
Authorities believe the Cold
War-era Pinochet regime was
responsible for at least 3200

dor Allende. Mr Pinochet then
took the helm of the South

killings and 38,000 cases of
torture. - AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Duck Global Licensing
AG (Duck Global Licensing SA) (Duck Global
Licensing Ltd) the duly organized licensing company
under the laws of Switzerland, of ¢/o Fischer & Partner,
Schulhausstrasse 9, 6052 Hergiswil, Switzerland is the
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following trademark:

TOILET DUCK

(Reg: No. I1V/1585/2010)

in respect of :- “Cleaning preparations, having
disinfectant properties, for toilets; disinfectants and
air-freshening products”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for: Duck Global Licensing AG (Duck Global
Licensing SA) (Duck Global Licensing Ltd)
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9" September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that LEA & PERRINS,
LIMITED, of South Building, Hayes Park, Hayes,
Middlesex UB4 8AL, United Kingdom (formerly at 3,
Midland Road, Worcester, England) is the Owner and
Sole Proprietor of the following trademark:-
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TRE SRICIMAL & CEMUTST WORCEATEASMINE A00CT o8
SOUFL. FIAH, CRAVLS MLATY, ETC

Manufschasd by LEL & FENEING LTD. |
21 ihslr Fasiary in WORCEATER, ERCLARD

(Reg: No. IV/531/1985)

in respect of : - “Sauce”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for LEA & PERRINS, LIMITED
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9 September, 2013
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More than 200 languages lost in India

MORE than 200 languages have van-
ished in India in the past 50 years, a
new study says, blaming urban migra-
tion and fear among nomadic tribes of
speaking their traditional tongues.

The extensive study, conducted
throughout the country over four years
and released last week, has found 230
languages have “elapsed”, while anoth-
er 870 have survived the test of time in
richly diverse but rapidly modernising
India, home to a vast number of indig-
enous or tribal peoples.

Ganesh Devy, who spearheaded
the survey, said 480 tribal languages
are among those still spoken in India,
where Hindi and English are strength-
ening their grip in an increasingly mo-
bile and interconnected world.

“T am concerned and alarmed that
a very large number of languages have
been rapidly declining in India,” said
Mr Devy, an author and founder of the
non-profit Bhasha Trust, which seeks
to preserve languages.

Mr Devy’s team of 3000 volunteers
fanned out across India, visiting com-
munities in the most remote parts of
the country of 1.2 billion people, to
study and document living languages
spoken and written today.

The team scrutinised evidence of
the existence of a language, such as
a community’s use of folk songs and
stories in their mother tongue as well
as terms used for their geographical
surroundings.

The team compared their find-
ings with the results of a government

Indian children practise the English alphabet at a school in Hyderabad on June
13. Photo: AFP

census conducted in 1961, which stat-
ed that some 1100 languages existed
throughout the country.

The first five of some 50 detailed
volumes of the team’s People’s Lin-
guistic Survey of India was released in
New Delhi on September 5.

Mr Devy said languages of coastal
communities seemed to have eroded
the most over the years as traditional
fishermen, whose livelihoods have de-
clined, move inland in search of em-
ployment in cities.

“For coastal communities, hit ad-
versely by changing sea-farming tech-
nology, a wonderfully abundant termi-
nology for fish and waves is of no use
in inland areas,” he said.

Tongues are also dying out among
nomadic tribes, often branded crimi-
nals by many in the past and consid-
ered at the bottom of India’s caste
system. Many attempt to conceal their
identity, including by not speaking
their traditional dialects, to “escape
harassment”, Mr Devy said.

Some, who abandon their nomadic
lifestyle for cities, are “likely to move
away from their social practices, cul-
ture and language” for fear of rejection
from mainstream society, he said.

The survey found Kkinship terms
are shrinking in most languages, re-
flecting erosion of strong family ties,
along with terms for forms of prayer,
Mr Devy wrote in The Hindu newspa-
per on September 3.

“Weakening ecological bonds are
reflected in people’s inability to name
surrounding trees or birds [in their
traditional language],” he added.

As mONSHon

season draws

near NGOS
wrnof &
ooming crisis

in Ra

Email subscribe.mt@gmail.com
Call 392928 or 253642 and ask for our Subscriptions department

3 Month
6 Month
1Year

3 Month
6 Month
1Year

3 Month
6 Month
1Year

Myanmar Edition

8,775 Kyats
17,000 Kyats
30,000 Kyats

English Edition

14,000 Kyats
27,000 Kyats
50,000 Kyats

Dual Edition

20,300 Kyats
40,000 Kyats
70,000 Kyats

There are exceptions among non-
nomadic tribes, especially those enjoy-
ing economic growth in their home-
lands, Mr Devy said. He pointed to the
state of Jharkhand, where 30 percent
of the population belongs to tribes
whose heritage remains strong.

About 190 tribal groups are spread
throughout India, from the remote

Ganesh Devy
Founder of Bhasha Trust

Andaman and Nicobar Islands to the
Himalayas, as well as northeastern
regions bordering Bhutan and China,
with a combined population of about
60 million.

The strong presence of indigenous
groups means India continues to enjoy
a relatively rich diversity of languages
despite economic development and
British colonisation.

“It is only in India that despite the
colonial experience of over two cen-
turies, more than 800 languages have
survived,” Mr Devy said. “The high
rate of language loss in India needs
therefore to be seen together with the
high rate of language survival.”

India’s constitution lists 22 official
languages, with Hindi as the main of-
ficial language and English - the pre-
ferred language for business and aca-
demics - given associate status.

An educated and English-speaking
population has been one of the key
factors behind the outsourcing boom
to India. - AFP

Dunkin’
Donuts pulls
‘racist’ ad in
Thailand

DUNKIN’ Donuts said it was pulling
an advertisement in Thailand featur-
ing a woman with black face make-up
after a human rights group criticised
it as “racist”.

The US firm apologised for the “in-
sensitivity” of the ad for its “charcoal
donut”, which had the slogan, “Break
all rules of deliciousness”.

“We are working with our fran-
chisee to immediately pull the televi-
sion spot and to change the campaign,”
Karen Raskopf, chief communications
officer for Dunkin’ Brands, said in a
statement on September 3.

Human Rights Watch deputy Asia
director Phil Robertson had criticised
Dunkin’ Donuts for “using racist im-
ages to sell donuts”

The image of the woman in black
face make-up and bright pink lipstick
caused little controversy in Thailand,
however, while on social media sites
there were differing views on whether
the ad was racist.

Skin whitening creams abound
in the kingdom, with many believing
that a lighter skin reflects higher sta-
tus - an image fuelled by the popular-
ity of white-skinned models and actors
on billboards and the television. - AFP
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Abe urges China tie reset

JAPANESE Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe urged a reset in
frayed ties with China when he
met Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping on the sidelines of the G20
summit, his spokesman said on
September 6.

The meeting was the first
between leaders of the two
countries since relations took
a nosedive last year over the
ownership of uninhabited is-
lands, in a row that has led to
warnings of a possible armed
confrontation.

“Prime Minister Abe ex-
plained [to Xi] about our
thoughts that we should de-
velop Japan-China relations by
going back to the original point
of the strategic, mutually ben-
eficial relationship,” Chief Cabi-
net Secretary Yoshihide Suga
told reporters in Tokyo.

A Japanese embassy spokes-
man in Moscow said the two
leaders shook hands and spoke
for about five minutes at the
meeting of world leaders in the
Russian city of St Petersburg.

Despite the huge economic
importance of the relationship
between Asia’s two largest pow-
ers, the two men have not met
since the hawkish Mr Abe took
office in December and Mr Xi
in March.

According to Chinese state
news agency Xinhua, Mr Abe
said he had been looking for-
ward to seeing Mr Xi in Russia,
adding, “I am eager to improve
Japanese-Chinese relations”.

The agency cited Mr Xi as
telling Mr Abe that Beijing
wants to improve ties “on the
basis of the four Chinese-Jap-
anese political documents” - a
reference to agreements ham-
mered out from the early 1970s
onwards as the two countries
normalised relations.

The report said Mr Xi had
reiterated China’s position that
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Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (left) and Russian President Vladimir Putin appear on a video
screen at the G20 Summit in St Petersburg, Russia, on September 5. Photo: AFP

Japan must address historical
grievances.

Beijing regularly charges
that Tokyo has not made suffi-
cient amends for its aggressive
and acquisitive behaviour in
the middle of the 20th century
and that Japan plays down the
extent of its wrongdoing.

Japan says it has apologised
and maintains that Beijing uses
history to beat its neighbour
and as a rallying cry at home
to distract domestic attention
from problems.

Often-difficult relations
between the world’s second-
and third-largest economies
worsened significantly in Sep-
tember last year when Japan
nationalised islands it already
controlled under the name
Senkakus.

Beijing says the archipelago,
which it calls the Diaoyus, was
illegally snatched by Japan at
the close of the 19th century

and demands the islands back.

Official Chinese ships - in-
cluding from the country’s
coastguard - have regularly
plied the waters around the
islands in the East China Sea,
where they are warned off by
Japan’s coastguard.

The two countries’ militar-
ies have also been involved,
with fighter planes scrambled
numerous times, although
there has been no contact.

Observers warn the island
spat has the potential to turn
into an armed confrontation
that risks dragging in other
countries in the region.

While Tokyo has been care-
ful to maintain its public posi-
tion that it was always ready
for talks with Beijing, Mr Abe’s
administration has been reso-
lute in saying the islands’ sover-
eignty is not up for discussion.

Beijing has rebuffed a num-
ber of apparent Japanese over-

tures in recent months, includ-
ing visits by senior aides to Mr
Abe.

On September 5, Qin Gang,
China spokesman at the G20,
said there were “difficulties
between China and Japan rela-
tions at the moment” but “re-
sponsibility” did not lie with
China.

“China’s position on Diaoyu
is clear. The islands belong to
China,” said Mr Qin. “The dif-
ferences in views should be
effectively managed through
consultations.  Unfortunately,
China’s reasonable proposals
have not been met with proper
responses from Japan.”

Mr Qin added that relations
between the two countries
are “very important” but laid
responsibility for improving
them at Tokyo’s door, saying
China hopes that Japan “will
take concrete measures to im-
prove ties” - AFP

South Korean leftist
MP formally arrested

A SOUTH Korean leftist law-
maker was formally arrested on
September 5 on charges of plot-
ting an armed revolt in support
of North Korea.

The move came a day after
parliament voted to approve
the arrest of United Progres-
sive Party (UPP) legislator Lee
Seok-Ki, and he was taken into
temporary detention.

On September 5 he was for-
mally arrested by prosecutors.

Television showed Mr Lee
shouting, “Sedition charges
were fabricated!” as security
agents escorted him to a van,
surrounded by a crowd of jour-
nalists. He was detained at a
prison in Suwon just south of
Seoul.

National Intelligence Ser-
vice agents had taken Mr Lee
away from his office in parlia-
ment after rival political parties
joined forces to vote in favour
of his arrest.

Justice Minister Hwang
Kyo-Ahn said on September 4
that Mr Lee in May - believing
war with the North to be immi-
nent - told his secretive leftist
group to prepare for attacks on
South Korea’s communication

lines and railways.

The spy agency last month
had arrested three of Mr Lee’s
supporters on charges of seek-
ing to instigate an armed in-
surrection in support of North
Korea.

Mr Lee has insisted he is
the victim of a “savage and ir-
rational witch hunt” led by
the country’s secret service.
His party has accused the spy
agency of trying to divert atten-
tion from an election-rigging
scandal.

The scandal has seen the
arrest of former National In-
telligence Service head Won
Sei-Hoon for allegedly ordering
agents to run an online smear
campaign against Democratic
Party presidential candidate
Moon Jae-In.

Mr Moon was narrowly
beaten in the December poll by
the ruling party candidate Park
Geun-Hye.

In 2002 Mr Lee was arrest-
ed and sentenced to two and a
half years in prison for working
with an underground political
party in the 1990s. He received
a presidential pardon later the
same year. - AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Notice is hereby given that BIOFARMA of 50, rue
Carnot 92284 Suresnes cedex, FRANCE, is the Owner
and Sole Proprietor of the following trademark: -

NATRILAM

(IV/6731/2010)
(Reg: No.IV/8935)

In respect of: -

“Pharmaceutical and veterinary preparations; sanitary
preparations for medical purposes; dietetic substances
adapted for medical use, food for babies; plasters,
materials for dressings; material for stopping teeth,
dental wax; disinfectants; preparations for destroying
vermin; fungicides, herbicides in class 05

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will
be dealt with according to law.

U Nyein Kyaw

B.Sc., Dip Engg., R.L., D.B.L.

For Biofarma

Room 007, Inya Lake Hotel

37, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Tes: (951) 9662866

E-mail: nyeinkyaw@rajahtann.com
Date: 9" September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Whitehouse Cleaning
Products Co., Ltd., of 847 Moo 4, Bangpoo Industrial
Estate Soi 12, T. Praksa, A. Muang, Samutprakarn
10280, Thailand is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of
the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. IV/4559/1999)

inrespect of: - “Air Freshening preparations, Deodorants,
other than for personal use”

o™

(Reg: No. IV/4560/1999)

in respect of: - “Liquid cleaner, Cleaning Preparations
for household purposes”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Whitehouse Cleaning Products Co., Ltd.,
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9 September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that S.C. JOHNSON & SON,
INC., a company organized under the laws of the State
of Wisconsin, U.S.A and having its principal office at
1525 Howe Street, Racine, Wisconsin, 53403-2236
U.S.A is the Owner and Sole Proprietor of the following

" BAYGON

( Reg: Nos. IV/2055/1998 & IV/2336/2003)

in respect of:- “Insecticides; disinfectants

Electric vaporizer for domestic and similar use for mats
and liquids containing insecticidal, deodorizing and
disinfectant substances”

Baygon

(Reg: No. 1V/2487/2007)

in respect of:- “preparation for killing and destroying
pests; insecticides; moth proofers; insect repellent”

KIT

(Reg: Nos. IV/5175/1995 & IV/3188/2004)

in respect of:- “car care products including car wax, car
shampoo, interior seat and upholstery cleaner and tire

GLADE

(Reg: Nos. IV/2130/1995 & V1/3187/2004)

in respect of:- “air fresheners”

RAID

(Reg: Nos. IV/2128/1995 & IV/3189/2004)
in respect of:- “insecticides and rodenticides”

Int1ClL: 5

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for S.C. JOHNSON & SON, INC.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9 September, 2013
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In Putin,

IN 1996, Vladimir Putin was lonely
and homesick after moving to Moscow
to work in the Kremlin and planned to
return to St Petersburg within a year,
said his friend Igor Shadkhan.

“But then things began to happen
very fast and suddenly Putin became
president,” Mr Shadkhan said. The
documentary filmmaker has been
dubbed “court director” by the Rus-
sian media for his series of films about
Putin and his former classmates over
two decades.

Now, after 14 years as president
and premier, Mr Putin, 60, ended his
30-year marriage in June, and his judo
mentor died last month. He is again
lonely - and too scared of what will
happen to himself and the country to
relax his grip on power, Mr Shadkhan
said.

“Many of the people in his entou-
rage will want revenge as soon as he
steps down because many of them are
humiliatingly dependent on him,” Mr
Shadkhan, 73, said in a daylong inter-
view in his St Petersburg studio last
month. “He trusts no one, not even his
own people.”

Mr Putin, whose grandfather
cooked for Soviet dictator Josef Sta-
lin, rose from deputy head of the
Kremlin’s property department to act-
ing president in less than three years
when Boris Yeltsin resigned on De-
cember 31, 1999. Three months later,
Mr Putin was elected with 53 percent
of the vote and reelected in 2004 with
72pc. After serving as premier due to
term limits, Mr Putin overcame the
largest protests of his rule to win again
in 2012 with 64pc of the poll. With the
term extended to six years from four,
he may stay in power until 2024.

Mr Shadkhan said he’d never heard
of Mr Putin until 1992. St Petersburg’s
new government decided to make
a documentary series called Power
about its first democratically elected

e

| Ty ey
Filmmaker Igor S|

o . N

hadkhan (left) with Vladimir Putin in the president’s home in Sochi, Russia, during the filming of Evening

Conversations in 2002. Photo: Igor Shadkhan

program on Stalin’s forced-labour
camps. “Stories about gulag prisoners
tear your heart out,” said Mr Shad-
khan, whose Jewish grandparents
were victims of Soviet repression. “You
can’t help weeping.”

When they sat down, Mr Shadkhan
told Mr Putin to “pick another direc-
tor. After the gulag series, I'm unable
to work on anything else.”

Igor Shadkhan
Russian filmmaker

mayor, Anatoly Sobchak, and his team
of “young reformers” Mr Putin, the
mayor’s head of external relations, in-
sisted on hiring Mr Shadkhan, whose
award-winning shows were popular
on Soviet television.

When approached, Mr Shadkhan
agreed to meet with Mr Putin but
made it clear he had no appetite for
bureaucrats, having just returned
from the Arctic to shoot a 10-part

Then he got a taste of the skills Mr
Putin honed running a spy ring in East
Germany before the fall of the Berlin
Wall three years earlier, Mr Shadkhan
said.

“I want you because I've seen Test
for Adults” Mr Shadkhan said Mr
Putin told him, referring to his most
famous work, in which he interviews
people both as children and adults.
“He recruited me.”

Mr Shadkhan agreed to make
the first, and as it turned out last,
Power episode about Mr Putin. The
45-minute show portrays the ambi-
tious 39-year-old as a smart, savvy
and trustworthy politician with a KGB
pedigree.

Later, in First Person: Conversa-
tions With Viadimir Putin, a book
published two weeks before the 2000
election, Mr Putin said he used his
“friend” Mr Shadkhan’s documen-
tary to reveal his KGB past to thwart
would-be blackmailers.

“The tape was shown on Leningrad
television, and the next time someone
came along hinting about my past, I
immediately said, ‘That’s enough,” Mr
Putin said in the book. “It’s not inter-
esting. Everyone already knows about
that.”

Mr Shadkhan stands by his first
take on Mr Putin and still consid-
ers him a friend, he said, but worries
about what he says are Mr Putin’s in-
creasing authoritarianism and failure
to enact meaningful social, political
and economic reforms.

“Putin is the child of the Soviet
Union and that’s the problem,” the di-
rector said. “He’s nurtured a horrible
Russian phenomenon in which every
functionary follows his example. His
moves are often driven by mistrust, and
others simply imitate his style. Authori-
ties don’t help, they attack you.”

Mr Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, said that while the president

has a “deep respect” for Mr Shadkhan’s
opinions and work, not everything he
says is “indisputable”

Mr Shadkhan said the loneliness
and distrust he first sensed in Mr Pu-
tin seem only to have deepened over
time.

One night a few years after they
met, Mr Putin asked the filmmaker to
join him at the Grand Hotel Europe.
“I said yes because it seemed he didn’t
feel well at all,” said Mr Shadkhan, who
found Mr Putin, then deputy mayor,
alone at a small table in the back of
the hotel’s restaurant with two glasses
of cognac, “looking sad, even doomed”.

When Mr Shadkhan asked what
had happened, Mr Putin said, “Noth-
ing; sit with me.” They sat in near
silence for about 90 minutes before
saying goodbye. “I guess Putin just
wanted company and he chose me
because I'd never asked anything of
him,” Mr Shadkhan said.

Mr Putin isn’t always melancholy,
Mr Shadkhan said. Mr Putin once
urged him to make a movie about Ger-
mans who donated food to families of
Soviet soldiers who died in World War
II. They flew to Hamburg, which Mr
Putin knew well from his KGB days.
He insisted on strolling through St
Pauli, the city’s red-light district, and
roared with laughter at Shadkhan’s
visible shock, Mr Shadkhan recalled.

Mr Shadkhan, who last saw Mr Pu-
tin two years ago, said he still sympa-
thises with him and follows his career.

filmmaker sees feartul leader

“I trust Putin,” he said. “He’s not an
advocate of totalitarianism. I can’t be-
lieve I made a mistake portraying him
as worthy of his authority in my films.”

Mr Shadkhan used a 2002 invita-
tion to breakfast in the Kremlin to
discuss his latest documentary, about
a mother of three who was convicted
of murdering her husband and sen-
tenced to prison despite “a complete
lack of evidence”, he said.

“What will happen to the kids if
their mother is sent to jail?” Mr Shad-
khan asked. Mr Putin later pardoned
her.

Six years later, Mr Shadkhan asked
Mr Putin to pardon another mother:
Svetlana Bakhmina, a lawyer for Yukos
Oil who was convicted of tax evasion
and embezzlement and sentenced to
seven years in a penal colony. By then,
Mr Putin’s government had disman-
tled Yukos and jailed several of its
executives, including Mikhail Khodor-
kovsky, a Putin critic who had become
Russia’s richest man.

This time, Mr Putin didn’t respond,
Mr Shadkhan said.

In 2003, Mr Khodorkovsky was ar-
rested at gunpoint on the tarmac of a
Siberian airport. The subsequent dis-
mantling and re-nationalising of what
was once Russia’s largest private com-
pany showed a darker side of Mr Pu-
tin that Mr Shadkhan said he hadn’t
anticipated.

“That was when I realised how
intolerant Putin is toward those who
oppose him,” Mr Shadkhan said, “and
now several people are in jail for par-
ticipating in anti-government protests
in Moscow. Why?”

Like many Russians, Mr Putin has
a complicated opinion of Stalin, the
dictator who ruled from the mid-1920s
until his death in 1953, the year after
Mr Putin was born, Mr Shadkhan said.
While Stalin defeated the Nazis in the
global conflict Russia calls the Great
Patriotic War, he also sent millions to
die in prison camps.

In the 1992 film, Mr Putin calls the
Soviet collapse a tragedy, though he
admits that only “barbed wire” had
held it together. In Mr Shadkhan’s
2002 film about Mr Putin, Evening
Conversation, the Russian leader
ducks questions about the dictator
with a joke: “I don’t remember him.”
But Mr Shadkhan said, “There are
things Putin respects in Stalin.”

While Mr Putin doesn’t share Sta-
lin’s totalitarian impulses, he does
have a similar understanding and
sense of fear, Mr Shadkhan said.

“Stalin exterminated people out of
fear because he was afraid of being be-
trayed if he eased his grip on power,”
he said. “Putin is also scared. He’s a
human being and has many reasons to
be scared.”

But Mr Putin must overcome that
fear and realise he must step down,
Mr Shadkhan said.

“Russia needs a new leader to move
on,” Mr Shadkhan said. “Putin’s gotten
terribly tired. He’s stopped evolving.
That’s the main problem. The coun-
try is changing, while Putin is not” —
Bloomberg News

New monument to Stalin in Georgia defaced with paint

A STATUE of Soviet leader Joseph Sta-
lin was defaced with paint less than a
day after it was put up in a town in
eastern Georgia, local authorities said
on September 2.

Local authorities in the town of
Telavi, some 100 kilometres (60 miles)
east of Thilisi, said the 2-metre-high
monument to the Georgian-born com-
munist dictator was erected without
permission by local residents on Sep-
tember 1 and could be torn down.

“It was a surprise to us. The monu-
ment has been erected without per-
mission from the local authorities,”
said Aka Sachishvili, deputy head of
Telavi municipality.

“We are studying the issue and
will take a decision on the statue’s
dismantling.”

Mr Sachishvili confirmed that the
statue was covered in graffiti by un-
known individuals overnight.

Pictures published by local

media showed the statue covered
with what looked like orange paint.
Slogans including “down with Sta-
lin” were scrawled on a wall behind
the statue.

Born Joseph Dzhugashvili in the
Georgian town of Gori in 1878, Stalin
is a deeply divisive figure in his home-
land.

In 2010, pro-Western president
Mikheil Saakashvili tore down a 6-
metre statue of the Soviet tyrant that

had stood in the central square of his
hometown since 1952.

In July, Georgia’s culture ministry
said that that statue would be erected
at Gori’s Stalin museum but should
not be returned to its original location
in the town centre.

Mr Saakashvili is serving out a
lame-duck term ahead of elections
in October from which he is barred
on account of the end of his 10-year
constitutional mandate, and some see

moves to restore Stalin’s statues as an
attempts by conservatives to rehabili-
tate the despot’s image.

Stalin is accused of causing the
deaths of millions of Soviet citizens
in his brutal Gulag prison camps and
through the forced collectivisation of
agriculture.

Stalin’s  supporters, however,
praise his role in the Soviet Union’s
victory over Nazi Germany in 1945.

- AFP



TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SUMITOMO RUBBER
INDUSTRIES, LTD a company incorporated in Japan and
having its principal office at 6-9, 3-chome, Wakinohama-cho,
Chuo-ku, Kobe-shi, Hyogo, Japan is the Owner and Sole
Proprietor of the following trademark:-

SRIXON

(Reg:No. IV/743/1994 & IV/1324/2010)

in respect of :- “vehicles; apparatus for locomotion by
land, air or water: aerial conveyors ; aeronautical apparatus,
machines and appliances; areoplanes; air balloons; air
cushion vehicles; air pumps; air vehicles; aircraft; airplanes;
airships; ambulances; amphibious; airplanes; anti-dazzle
devices for vehicles; anti-glare devices; for vehicles; anti-
pollution devices for land vehicles; anti-skid chains; anti-
theft alarms for vehicles; anti-theft devices for vehicles;
automobile bodies, automobile chain; automobile chassis;
automobile cylinders; automobile hoods; automobile
starters, electric; automobiles tires; automobiles; axle
journals; axles for vehicles; baby carriages; balance weights
for vehicle wheels; balloons; bands for wheel hubs; barges;
bars for vehicles; bells for bicycles, cycles, etc.; belts for
engines of land vehicles; berths for vehicles; bicycles; boat
hooks; boat — launching gear; boat-lowering, - hoisting and
- release gear; boats; bodied for vehicles; bogies for railway
cars; brake linings for land vehicles; brake segments for land
vehicles; brake shoes for land vehicles; brakes for bicycles,
cycles, etc.; brakes for vehicles ; buffers for railway rolling
stock; bumpers; bumpers for automobiles; buses; cable cars;
cable transport apparatus and installations; caissons; caps;
caravans; carriages; carrier tricycles; carriers for vehicles;
cars; cars for cable transport installations; carts; casings
for pneumatic tires; casting carriages; casting cars; chains;
chains for bicycles, cycles, etc.; chairlifts; chassis; chimneys
for locomotives; chimneys for ships; cleats; clips for wheels;
clutches for land vehicles; coaches; concrete mixing vehicles;
converters for land vehicles; conveyors; cooling fans for
land vehicle engines; couplings; couplings for land vehicles;
covers for vehicles; covers for baby carriages; crankcases
for land vehicles; cranks for cycles; cycle cars cycle hubs;
cycle mudguards; cycles; cylinders; cylinders for land
vehicles; davits for boats; delivery tricycles; dining cars;
dinner wagons; direction indicators for bicycles, cycles, etc.;
direction signals for vehicles; dirigible balloons; disengaging
gear for boats; doors for vehicles; dredgers; dress guards for
bicycles, cycle, etc.; driving chains for land vehicles driving
motors for land vehicles; economisers for engines of land
vehicles; ejector seats; electric vehicles; engine cylinders for
land vehicles; engines; engines for land vehicles; fan belts for
land vehicle engines; ferry boats; flanges for railway wheel
tries; fork lift trucks; frames for bicycles, etc.; freewheels for
land vehicles; fuel economisers for engines of land vehicles;
funiculars; funnels for locomotives; funnels for ships; gear
boxes for land vehicles; gearing for land vehicles; gears for
cycles; golf carts goods handling carts; hand cars; handle
bars for bicycles, cycles, etc; head - rests for vehicles; seats;
hoisting gear for boats; hoods for baby carriages; hoods
for vehicle engines; hoods for vehicles; hooks; horns for
vehicles; hose carts; hub caps; hubs for vehicle wheels;
hulls; hydraulic circuits for vehicles; hydroplanes; inclined
ways for boats; inner tubes; inner tubes for bicycles, cycles,
etc.; inner tubes for pneumatic tires; jet engineers for land
vehicles; journals; ladle carriages; ladle cars; launches;
launching gear for boats; lifting cars; linings for land
vehicles; locomotives lorries; luggage carriers for vehicles;
luggage nets for vehicles; luggage trucks; military vehicles;

mine cart wheels; mirrors; mopeds; motor buses; motor cars;
motor coaches; motorcycles; motors for cycles; motors for
land vehicles; motor, electric, for land vehicles; mudguards;
muflers for land vehicles; non-kid devices for vehicles tires;
oars; omnibuses; paddles for canoes; parachutes; patches for
repairing inner tubes; pedals for cycles; perambulator covers;
pneumatic tires; pneumatic tires for vehicles; pontoons;
portholes; propulsion mechanisms for land vehicles;
pumps; pumps for bicycles; cycles, etc.; pushchair covers;
pushchairs hoods; pushchairs; radiator caps; radiators for
land vehicle engines; railway cars; railway couplings; railway
wheel tires; rearview mirrors; reductions gears for land
vehicles; refrigerated vehicles; repair outfits for inner tubes;
reversing alarms for vehicles; rims for vehicles wheels; rims
for wheels of bicycles, cycles, et.c; rolling stock for funicular
railways; rolling stock for railways; rowlocks; rudders;
running boards; sack — barrows; saddle covers for bicycles
or motorcycles; saddles for bicycles, cycles or motorcycles;
safety belts for the seats of vehicles; safety seats for children;
screw propellers; screw propellers for boats; screws for ships;
sculls; seaplanes; seat covers for vehicles; seats; segments
for land vehicle; shafts for vehicles; ships; ships hulls; ships’
steering gears; shock absorbers for vehicles; shock absorbers
for automobiles; shock absorbing springs for vehicles; shoes
for land vehicles; side cares; signals for vehicle; silencers for
land vehicles; ski carriers for cars; ski lifts; sleeping berths
for vehicles; sleeping cars; sleighs; space vehicles; spars for
ships; spikes for tires; spoke clips for wheels; spokes; spokes
for bicycles, cycles, etc.; sports cars; springs for vehicles;
sprinkling trucks; stands for bicycles, cycles; etc.; starters
for land vehicles; starters, electric; steering gears for ships;
steering wheels for vehicles; stern oars; strollers cover;
strollers; studs for tires. suspension shock absorbers for
vehicles; suspension springs; telpher railways; titling-carts;
timbers for ships; tipping apparatus, parts of trucks and
wagons; tipping bodies for lorries; tipping bodies for trucks;
tires; tires for bicycles, cycles, etc.; tires for vehicles wheels;
tires, solid, for vehicle wheels; torque converters for land
vehicles; torsion bars for vehicles; traction engines; tractors;
trailer hitches for vehicles; trailers; tramcars; transmission
chains for land vehicles; transmissions for land vehicles,
transport apparatus and installations; treads for retreading
tires; treads for vehicles; tricycles; trolleys; trucks; tubeless
tires for bicycles, cycles, etc.; turbines for land vehicles; turn
signals for vehicles; two- wheeled trolleys; undercarriages for
vehicles; upholstery for vehicles; valves for vehicle tires ;vans;
vehicle bumpers; vehicle chassis; vehicle radiator caps; vehicle
running boards; vehicle seats; vehicle suspension springs;
vehicle wheel hubs; vehicle wheel rims; vehicle wheel spokes;
vehicle wheels; vehicles; vehicles for locomotion by land, air,
water or rail; waggons; warning systems for cycles; weights
for vehicle wheels; wheel hubs; wheel tires; wheelbarrows;
wheelchairs; wheels for bicycles, cycles, etc.; window for
vehicles; windscreen wipers; windscreens; windshield wipers;
windshields; yachts; alls goods belonging to this class” -
International Class: 12

“rubber, gutta-percha, gum, asbestos, mica and goods made
form these materials and not included in other classes;
plastics in extruded form for use in manufacture; packing,
stopping and insulating materials; flexible pipes, not of metal:
acetate; acrylic resins; adhesive bands other than stationery
and not for medical or household purposes; adhesive tapes
other than stationery and not for medical or household
purposes; anti-pollution barriers; artificial resins; asbestos;
asbestos cloth; asbestos fabrics; asbestos felt; asbestos fibers;
asbestos mill boards; asbestos packing; asbestos paper;
asbestos safety curtains; asbestos screens for firemen, asbestos
sheets, asbestos slate; asbestos soles; asbestos wall coverings;
bags of rubber for packaging; balata; bands other than
stationery and not for medical or household purposes; bands

of rubber for unscrewing jar lids; bark coverings for sound
insulation; barriers; boiler composition to prevent the
radiation of heat; brake lining materials, partly processed;
buffers of rubber; cables; canvas hose pipes; capacitors;
carbon fibers, other than for textile use; cellulose other than
for packing; cellulose acetate; clack valves of rubber; cloth;
clutch linings; compressed air pipe fittings, not of metal;
connecting hose for vehicle radiators; cords of rubber;
cotton wool for packing; curtains of asbestos; cylinder
jointing; dielectrics; draught excluder strips; ebonite;
ebonite molds; elastic threads, not for use in textiles; elastic
yarns, not for use in textiles; electric mains; expansion joint
fillers; fabrics; fabrics for insulation; felt; fiber; fiberglass
fabrics for insulation; fiberglass for insulation; fibers; fibers
for insulation; fibers, not for use in textiles; fillers; film, not
for wrapping; filtering materials; fire hose; firemen; fittings,
not of metal flexible tubes, not of metal; foil of regenerate
cellulose, other than for packing; foils of metal for
insulating; gaskets; glass wool for insulation; gloves; gum,
raw or partly processed; gutta-percha; heat; horseshoes; not
of metal; hose; hoses of textile material; insulating buildings
against moisture; insulating felt; insulating gloves; insulating
material; insulating oils; insulating paints; insulating paper;
insulating tape and band; insulating varnish; insulation;
insulators; insulators for electric mains; jackets, not or
metal; jar lids; joint packing; joints; junctions, not of metal,
for pipes; latex; leaks; lining memorials; partly processed;
linings; lute; mica, raw or partly processed; millboards;
mineral wool; moisture; molds; muffs, not of meta;
non-conducting materials for relating heat; oils; packing
materials of rubber or plastics; packing; packing material;
padding materials of rubber or plastics; paints; paper; paper
for electrical capacitors; pipe gaskets; pipe jackets, not of
metal; pipe mufs, not of metal; pipes; pipes not of metal;
plastic fibers, not for textile use; plastic film other than for
wrapping; plastic substances, semi- processed; radiation of
heat; railway tracks; reinforcing materials, not of metal, for
pipes; resins, rings; rings of rubber stoppers; rubber, rubber
material for recapping tires; rubber sleeves for protecting
parts of machines; rubber stoppers; rubber, raw or semi-
worked; safety curtains; screens for firemen; sealants for
joints; seals; self-adhesive tapes, other than stationery and
not for medical or household purposes; sheets of reclaimed
cellulose, other than for packing shock absorbing buffers
of rubber; slag wool; slate asbestos; sleeves of rubber
for protecting parts of machines; soldering threads of
plastic; soles; sound proofing materials; stoppers; stops
of rubber; stuffing of rubber or plastic; synthetic resins;
synthetic rubber; tape; tapes, other than stationery and
not for medical or household purposes; tapestry for mural
decoration; threads of plastic for soldering; threads of plastic
materials, not for textile use; threads of rubber, not for use in
textiles; towing material; transformers; tubes; not of metal;
tires; valves of indiarubber or vulcanized fiber; varnish;
vehicle radiators; viscose sheets, other than for packing;
viscose sheets, other than for wrapping; vulcanite; vulcanite
molds, vulcanized fiber; washers of rubber or vulcanized
fiber; watering hose; waterproof pickings; water-tight rings;
weather-stripping; weather-stripping compositions; wool
for insulation; wool yarns, not for use in textiles; all goods
belonging to this class” - International Class: 17

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademark or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates

for SUMITOMO RUBBER INDUSTRIES, LTD
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416

Dated: 9" September, 2013
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Auschwitz guards to
face eriminal probes

THE German office investigating
Nazi war crimes said on September 3
it would send files on 30 former Aus-
chwitz death camp personnel to state
prosecutors with a recommendation to
bring charges.

In a twilight bid for justice nearly
70 years on, chief investigator Kurt
Schrimm said the former Auschwitz
guards, now aged up to 97, should face
charges of accessory to murder.

“The cases will be handed over to
the respective public prosecutors’ of-
fices,” Mr Schrimm said.

Mr Schrimm’s Central Office for
the Investigation of National Social-
ist Crimes in the southwestern city of
Ludwigsburg, set up in 1958, has rec-
ommended bringing criminal charges
against more than 7000 people but has
no powers to prosecute suspects itself.

Instead, it sends case files to re-
gional prosecutors who then decide
whether to file charges against sus-
pects, who must also be judged fit to
stand trial by the courts.

Mr Schrimm said he could not say
how many of the suspects would actu-

ally be prosecuted in the end. “It is pos-
sible that very few will remain” of the
30 potential defendants, he said.

Victims’ representatives welcomed
the announcement.

“These crimes against humanity
must not remain unpunished,” Ulrich
Sander of the Association of Victims
of the Nazi Regime told German news
agency DPA.

And the Nazi-hunting Simon
Wiesenthal Center said the announce-
ment marked “an important milestone”

“At the same time, today’s positive
development underscores the failure
to take such measures during the past
five decades, a decision which allowed
thousands of the worst hands-on killers
to elude justice,” said the director of its
Jerusalem office, Efraim Zuroff.

In an “Operation Last Chance”
campaign in several German cities
in July, the Simon Wiesenthal Center
hung posters seeking information on
the last perpetrators of the Holocaust
still at large.

The German investigative office
said it had initially identified 49 former
guards from the Auschwitz-Birkenau
camp in what was then Nazi-occupied

Poland who were still alive, but nine of
the elderly suspects had since died.

Thirty live in Germany and will now
be subject to criminal investigation.

Another seven live abroad - includ-
ing one in Israel - and the investiga-
tion against them in Ludwigsburg is
still ongoing. Two people could not be
found, the office said, and one had al-
ready been under investigation in the
southern city of Stuttgart.

More than 6000 SS personnel
served at Auschwitz, where about 1.1
million Jews, Roma, Sinti and mem-
bers of other persecuted groups died in
gas chambers or of forced labour, sick-
ness and starvation.

For more than 60 years German
courts only prosecuted Nazi war crimi-
nals if evidence showed they had per-
sonally committed atrocities, but since
a 2011 landmark case all former camp
guards can be tried.

In that year, a Munich court sen-
tenced John Demjanjuk to five years in
prison for complicity in the extermina-
tion of more than 28,000 Jews at the
Sobibor camp, where he had served as
a guard.

Thomas Walther, who led the

-~ -
Kurt Schrimm, head of the Central Office for the Investigation of National

Socialist Crimes, talks during a press conference in Ludwigsburg, Germany, on

September 3. Photo: AFP

investigation that led to Mr Demjan-
juKk’s prosecution, hailed the Ludwigs-
burg announcement. “It is the first time
since the 1960s that the German nation
... is going to investigate such a large
number of its citizens [for war crimes]
and perhaps charge them,” he said.

“It shows that 50 years after the
first Auschwitz trials, a large number
of these people still live among us, and
many of them have led quiet lives these
last 50 years without ever being investi-
gated. That is a major, major mistake of
the German justice system.”

Mr Schrimm said that while the lat-
est investigation focused on Auschwitz,
it had other Nazi camps, including

Majdanek in occupied Poland, in its
sights. “The Central Office is also look-
ing through the archives in Russia, Be-
larus and Brazil for further names of
possible perpetrators,” he said.

The announcement from Ludwigs-
burg came a day after the start of a trial
in Germany of a 92-year-old former SS
officer for the murder of a Dutch resist-
ance fighter nearly 70 years ago.

Since the Nuremberg Trials in
1945-1946, around 106,000 German or
foreign-born Nazi soldiers have been
accused of war crimes. About 13,000
have been found guilty and around half
sentenced, according to the Ludwigs-
burg office. - AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

CHANEL LIMITED, a company incorporated in
ENGLAND, of 5 Barlow Place, London, W1J 6DG,
England, is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

CHANEL

Reg. No. 6519/2013

in respect of “Clothing, footwear, headgear; fashion
accessories including hair accessories, jewellery,
watches, spectacles, sunglasses, belts, handbags, purses,
wallets, articles of luggage, umbrellas; textiles including
towels”.

Reg. No. 6517/2013

in respect of “Clothing, footwear, headgear; fashion
accessories including hair accessories, costume
jewellery, spectacles, sunglasses, belts, handbags, purses,
wallets, articles of luggage, umbrellas; textiles including
towels”.

Reg. No. 6518/2013

in respect of “Clothing, footwear, headgear; fashion
accessories including hair accessories, costume
jewellery, spectacles, sunglasses, belts, handbags, purses,
wallets, articles of luggage, umbrellas; textiles including
towels”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for CHANEL LIMITED

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 9 September 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that SUMITOMO RUBBER
INDUSTRIES, LTD of 6-9, 3-chome, Wakinohama-
cho, Chuo-ku, Kobe-shi, Hyogo, Japan is the Owner and
Sole Proprietor of the following trademarks: -

SUMITOMO

(Reg: Nos. IV/3415/1991 & I1V/1322/2010)

(Reg: Nos. IV/3416/1991 & 1V/1323/2010)

The above two trademarks are in respect of: - “vehicles;
apparatus for locomotion by land, air or water especially
including air pump (vehicle accessories); anti-skid chains;
automobile tires; balance weights for vehicle wheels; bicycle
tires; casings for pneumatic tires; chains; cycle tires; fan belts
for land vehicle engines; golf carts; inner tubes (adhesive
rubber patches for repairing inner tubes); inner tubes repair
outfits for inner tubes; inner tubers for bicycles, cycles
etc.; non-skid devices for vehicle tires; patches (adhesive
rubber patches) for repairing inner tubes; pneumatic tires;
pneumatic tires for vehicles; pumps (air pumps) (vehicle
accessories); pumps for bicycles, cycles, etc.; repair outfits
for inner tubes; rims for vehicle wheels; rims for wheels of
bicycle, cycles, etc.; safety belts for the seats of vehicles; safety
seats for children (for vehicles); seat covers for vehicles;
spikes for tires; studs for tires ; tires (non-skid devices for
vehicle tries); tires for bicycles, cycles, etc.; tires for vehicle
wheels; tires, solid, for vehicle wheels; treads for retreating
tires; tubeless tires for bicycles, cycles, etc.; vehicle wheel
rims; vehicle wheel tries; vehicle wheels; wheel tires (vehicle
wheel tires); wheels (vehicle wheels); wheels for bicycles,
cycles, etc” - Class: 12

“Construction and repair; tires and retreating of tires’-
Class: 37

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for SUMITOMO RUBBER INDUSTRIES, LTD
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9" September, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that MEIJI YASUDA LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY a company organized under
the laws of Japan and having its principal office at 1-1,
Marunouchi 2-chome, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo, Japan is the
owner and sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

(Reg: No. 1V/5838/2013)

MEIJI YASUDA

(Reg: No. IV/5839/2013)

The above two trademarks are in respect of :-
“Accident insurance underwriting; actuarial services;
financial analysis; brokerage; capital investments;
financial consultancy; insurance consultancy; credit
bureaux; financial evaluation (insurance, banking, real
estate); repair costs evaluation (financial appraisal);
financial information; financial management; financing
services; fire insurance underwriting; fund investments;
health insurance underwriting; insurance information;
insurance brokerage; insurance underwriting; leasing
of real estate; lending against security; life insurance
underwriting; loans (financing); marine insurance
underwriting; mortgage banking; rental of offices (real
estate); retirement payment services; accommodation
bureaux (apartments); banking; home banking; debt
collection agencies; real estate agencies; real estate
management; guarantees; hire-purchase financing;
housing agents; installment loans; lease-purchase
financing; mutual funds; real estate brokers; rent
collection; securities brokerage; stock and bonds
brokerage; mutual insurance; agencies of insurance;
brokerage of capital investments; consultancy of capital
investments; reinsurance underwriting” Class: 36

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be
dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for MEIJI YASUDA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.

Phone: 372416 Dated: 9 September, 2013
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Segafredo Zanetti S.p.A., a Company incorporated in
Italy, of Via Puccini 1, Sesto di Rastignano, Province of
Bologna, ITALY, is the Owner of the following Trade
Mark:-

]

ZANETTI

Reg. No. 2713/2000
Reg. No. 5880/2013

in respect of “Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, artificial coffee”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade
Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., HG.P, D.B.L

for Segafredo Zanetti S.p.A.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyilaw@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 9 September 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

KHONG GUAN BISCUIT FACTORY (SINGAPORE)
PRIVATE LIMITED, a company incorporated in
Singapore, of 338 Jalan Boon Lay, Singapore 619526, is the
Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

KHONG GUAN

Reg. No. 7615/2013
in respect of “Class 30: Biscuits, biscuit mixes, biscuit
products, toasts (biscuits), wafers (biscuits), cookies,
danish butter cookies, egg roll cookies”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A,, HG.P, D.B.L

for KHONG GUAN BISCUIT FACTORY
(SINGAPORE) PRIVATE LIMITED

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 9 September 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Accolade Wines Australia Limited, a Company duly
organized and existing under the laws of Australia, of
Chateau Reynella, Reynell Road, Reynella SA 5161,
Australia, is the Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

BANROCK STATION

Reg. No. 5023/2013

in respect of “Int’l Class 33: Alcoholic beverages, wines”

HARDYS

Reg. No. 5022 /2013

in respect of “Int’l Class 33: Alcoholic beverages, wines,
excluding distilled spirits”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for Accolade Wines Australia Limited
P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 9 September 2013
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Norway’s right smells
power 1n post-Breivik poll

NORWAY votes on September
9 in polls likely to oust Labour
Prime Minister Jens Stolten-
berg and give right-wing anti-
immigration populists a seat
in government just two years
after extreme rightist An-
ders Behring Breivik Killed 77
people.

With a few days to go before
the first general election since
the July 2011 massacre, polls
pointed to a victory for Erna
Solberg’s Conservative Party,
setting the stage for a coali-
tion with the Progress Party,
which once counted Mr Breivik
among its members.

“Something extraordinary
would have to happen to pre-
vent a change of government,”
said Bernt Aardal, a political
scientist at the University of
Oslo. “Something never seen
before in a Norwegian elec-
tion.”

According to polls, the Pro-
gress Party is the third-largest
party after Mr Stoltenberg’s
Labour and the Conservatives,
making its cooperation essen-
tial for a centre-right coalition
that will also need the support
of two small centrist parties,
the Christian Democrats and
the Liberals.

“We will not support a gov-
ernment in which we do not
ourselves take part,” warned
Siv Jensen, leader of the Pro-
gress Party.

Kept from power since it
formed 40 years ago, the Pro-
gress Party has gained a meas-
ure of respectability over time,
even if it retains the ability to
make some voters cringe.

It unequivocally denounced
Mr Breivik, who claimed to be
fighting multiculturalism and
a “Muslim invasion”, and has
also toned down its rhetoric
on “sneak Islamisation” Even
so, it remains an advocate of
very restrictive immigration
policies.

Those are issues on which
the two centre parties have
very different views, saddling
52-year-old Ms Solberg with
the probable post-election chal-

Norwegian politician Erna Solberg, leader of the Conservative Party, speaks at a press conference in

Oslo, Norway, on April 29. Photo: AFP

lenge of having to reconcile the
nearly irreconcilable.

The four centre-right parties
agree on one thing: They want
an end to the leftist policies
pursued by the Labour Party
during eight years in power.

Johannes Bergh
Institute for Social Research
in Oslo

But they have yet to decide
which of them should be in
the new government and what
policies that government
should pursue - two ques-
tions that will be decided only
when the relative weight of
their parties’ votes is known
this week.

At this stage, the most likely
scenario seems to be the forma-

tion of a minority government
including the Conservatives
and Progress Party, with the
two centrist parties offering
support in parliament.

“Norway needs a new
course,” said Ms Solberg, focus-
ing mainly on health, educa-
tion, taxation and transporta-
tion.

Meanwhile, the coalition led
by incumbent Mr Stoltenberg,
which has governed Norway
over two terms since 2005, is a
victim of power fatigue. On pa-
per, at least, all the stars would
seem to be aligned for a third
term.

Norway has a flourish-
ing economy underpinned by
strong oil revenues, while its 5
million people enjoy the high-
est living standard in the world
and are virtually shielded from
unemployment.

The Norwegian state also
controls the largest sovereign
wealth fund in the world,
which is valued at close to
US$750 billion, the result of
skillful management of its am-
ple petro-money over the years.

“Things are going well in
Norway, but people are tired of
having the same leaders,” said
Johannes Bergh, a researcher
at the Institute for Social Re-

search in Oslo. “Eight years of
uninterrupted power is unu-
sual in Norway.”

Mr Stoltenberg, 54, rode on
a huge wave of sympathy im-
mediately after Mr Breivik’s
attacks, but he has since been
weakened by critical failures in
the state apparatus exposed by
the tragedy.

On July 22, 2011, Mr Breivik
inflicted an indelible trauma
on the Nordic country when he
detonated a bomb near govern-
ment headquarters and then
opened fire on a gathering of
Labour’s youth wing on Utoeya
Island.

An official investigation lat-
er found that the attacks could
have been prevented and that
Mr Breivik could have been
stopped earlier had the au-
thorities implemented security
measures that had already been
decided years earlier.

But Utoeya has generally re-
mained a taboo subject in the
campaign, even though some of
the survivors are candidates in
the September 9 election.

Even without Mr Breivik
on the agenda, most com-
mentators believe the vote is a
done deal and that the small,
wealthy democracy is destined
for a shift to the right. - AFP

Judge rejects release of bin Laden film info

A US judge has refused to allow the public
release of information divulged by the CIA
to the producers of the film Zero Dark Thir-
ty, a judicial source said on September 4.

The Hollywood movie about the hunt
for 9/11 mastermind terrorist Obama bin
Laden relied on information disclosed
to its director Katherine Bigelow and the
movie’s screenwriter Mark Boal by the US
Central Intelligence Agency.

The names of key figures involved in
the planning of the top secret mission were
sought by the non-governmental group Ju-
dicial Watch, which had argued in a court
filing that since they had been revealed by
US intelligence, they no longer could be
classified as secret.

Judicial Watch in its suit in US District
Court criticised the Barack Obama admin-
istration, which it said “gave the Holly-
wood filmmakers unusual access to classi-
fied intelligence information, including the
names of CIA operatives involved in the
Bin Laden raid”

US District Court Judge Rudolph

Contreras, however, dismissed the petition
in an August 28 ruling, which found that
names of four CIA officials and a member
of the Navy Seal team involved in planning
the raid were not included in the movie
and therefore could remain secret.

“In short, Judicial Watch does not know
- and outside of this suit, apparently has
no way of learning - the names of these
individuals,” Mr Contreras said in his rul-
ing. “That fact is strong evidence that those
names are not in the public domain.”

The US Justice Department had argued
that making the names public would create
an “unnecessary security and counterintel-
ligence risk”

Mr Contreras issued his decision as
defendants accused in the September 11,
2001, attacks await a military ruling in a
similar request, expected in a hearing later
this month at the Guantanamo Bay mili-
tary base.

James Connell, an attorney for one of
the defendants - Ali Abd al-Aziz Ali, also
known as Ammar al-Baluchi - is seeking to

learn as much as the Hollywood directors
were told in preparation of the movie.

“The ruling that the CIA is able to hide
information from the public about Zero
Dark Thirty does not mean that the prose-
cution can hide the same information from
Mr al-Baluchi’s lawyers,” said Mr Connell,
whose Pakistani client is identified in the
movie as the prisoner subjected to torture
in a secret CIA prison.

Mr al-Baluchi’s uncle, alleged 9/11 mas-
termind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, also is
to be tried at the US naval base in Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba.

The other defendants are Mustapha
al-Hawsawi of Saudi Arabia and Yemenis
Ramzi Binalshibh and Walid bin Attash.

The five face the death penalty if con-
victed for their roles in the 2001 attacks
by al-Qaeda militants in which hijacked
planes were used to strike New York and
Washington, killing 2976 people.

The defendants have been held at the
Guantanamo Bay detention centre since
2006. - AFP



www.mmtimes.com

International World 43

WASHINGTON

Ariel Castro (centre) listens to the judge during his sentencing in Cleveland, Ohio, on August 1. Photo: AFP

Cleveland rapist found dead

ARIEL Castro, sentenced to
life in prison for holding three
young women captive and rap-
ing them for a decade, was
found dead in his prison cell
last week, news reports said.
CBS television and other US
news outlets reported that the
former Cleveland, Ohio, school
bus driver, who was sentenced
to life in prison last month,

was found dead in his cell on
September 3.

The 53-year-old Mr Castro
was found hanging in his cell,
and officials tried but failed to
resuscitate him, according to
a statement from the Ohio De-
partment of Corrections.

At his sentencing hearing
August 1, Mr Castro had insist-
ed he was not evil but rather

addicted to sex.

Despite having pled guilty
to 977 charges related to his
victims’ brutal decade-long or-
deal, including many rapes and
the murder of a foetus through
beating its mother, Mr Castro
said he was not a violent man.

Mr Castro said he had him-
self been sexually abused as a
child, had grown up obsessed

with sex and addicted to por-
nography, and was a compul-
sive masturbator.

He said he had not plotted
the three kidnappings, but had
acted on impulse.

“I am not a monster. I am a
normal person. I am just sick.
I have an addiction just like an
alcoholic has an addiction,” he
said. - AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

ROBERTO CAVALLI S.P.A., a Company incorporated
in Italy, of Piazza San Babila 3, 20122 Milano, Italy, is the
Owner of the following Trade Marks:-

roberio cavalli

Reg. No. 7519/2010

Jsicavalli

Reg. No. 7520/2010

in respect of “Int’l Class 09: Scientific, nautical,
surveying, Photographic, cinematographic, optical,
weighing, measuring, signalling, checking (supervision),
life-saving and teaching apparatus and instruments;
apparatus and instruments for conducting, switching,
transforming, accumulating, regulating or controlling
electricity; apparatus for recording, transmission or
reproduction of sound or images; magnetic data carriers,
recording discs; automatic vending machines and
mechanisms for coin-operated apparatus; cash registers,
calculating machines, data processing equipment and
computers; fire extinguishing apparatus; computer
operating recorded programs”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for ROBERTO CAVALLI S.P.A.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 9 September 2013

CIUDAD JUAREZ

Mexican police search for bus driver hunter

AUTHORITIES are seeking a woman ac-
cused of Killing two bus drivers in north-
ern Mexico amid claims that the murders
were committed by a vigilante avenging
rapes, officials said on September 3.

Local media have received an anony-
mous message signed by “Diana, bus
driver hunter”, claiming to act as “an
instrument of vengeance” for the sexual
abuse committed by drivers in Ciudad
Juarez, a border city with a dark record
of violence against women.

Arturo Sandoval, a spokesman for the
Chihuahua state prosecutor’s office, said
the email, sent over the weekend, “has
been included in the investigation”

Witnesses said a woman wearing a
blonde wig shot the drivers in the head
after stopping the buses last month. Mr
Sandoval said prosecutors believe they
were either crimes of passion or moti-
vated by vengeance.

The drivers were working on a route
used by women who work in assembly
plants known as magquiladoras and who
regularly suffer sexual abuse as they
head to their night shifts.

Authorities are investigating 12 cases

of female passengers allegedly sexually
assaulted by drivers. Investigators are
looking into whether the Killer is among
the women.

Officials are also investigating any

‘While many people
know about our
suffering, nobody

defends us or does
anything to protect us.

Diana
Bus driver hunter

links with an arson attack against a bus
at dawn on September 3. The vehicle
was set ablaze after gasoline was poured
on it, said Fire Chief Ramon Lucero.
The message from “Diana” stated, “My
colleagues and I have suffered in silence,
but they can no longer keep us quiet.

“We were victims of sexual violence
by drivers who worked during the night
shift at the [plants] in Juarez. While
many people know about our suffering,
nobody defends us or does anything to
protect us,” it said.

“They think that we are weak because
we are women,” the message said, warn-
ing that there would be more deaths.

Authorities have drawn up a profile
of the suspected killer and launched an
operation to find her with undercover
agents in buses.

Witnesses describe her as a woman in
her 50s, 1.65 metres (5 feet 4 inches) tall
and with a dark complexion.

Ciudad Juarez, which lies at the
border with Texas, gained notoriety in
the 1990s when the bodies of hundreds
of women began to appear in the de-
sert bearing signs of extreme sexual
violence.

Many of the victims were women who
had come from other parts of the coun-
try to work in one of the city’s assembly
plants following a manufacturing boom
generated by the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). — AFP

WASHINGTON

Manning files bid for Obama pardon

LAWYERS for Chelsea Man-
ning filed a request for a pardon
from President Barack Obama
on September 3 following the
soldier’s 35-year jail sentence
for the biggest intelligence leak
in US history.

“Private Manning’s pardon
request was filed today by our
office,” attorney David Coombs
said on Twitter.

The lawyer had indicated

his intention to seek a pardon
on August 21, when a military
judge sentenced Ms Manning
to 35 years behind bars for her
massive disclosure of intelli-
gence including some 700,000
classified diplomatic and mili-
tary documents.

Ms Manning, formerly a US
Army intelligence analyst, was
prosecuted as a man, Bradley
Manning, but the day after

being sentenced asked to be
recognised as a woman.

A separate statement re-
leased by Amnesty Internation-
al on September 3 urged Mr
Obama to take a sympathetic
stance toward Ms Manning and
grant clemency, saying the sol-
dier’s sentence was a “blight on
the US human rights record”.

“President Obama should
grant Manning clemency for

time served, protect whistle-
blowers, and provide account-
ability for crimes like those
Manning exposed,” Amnesty
International said.

The rights group noted that
Ms Manning’s sentence “con-
trasts with the leniency given
those responsible for torture
and other types of grave human
rights violations” revealed by
the soldier’s disclosures. - AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

The Siam Cement Public Company Limited, a
company incorporated in Thailand, of No. 1 Siam
Cement Road, Bangsue Sub-district, Bangsue District,
Bangkok Metropolis, Thailand, is the Owner of the
following Trade Marks:-

Reg. No. 2383/2000

in respect of “Cement, white cement, dry mortar,
asbestos mortar, mortar for building, lime, concrete,
fine plaster, general plaster, masonry mortar, asbestos
cement and construction materials (not of metal)”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L

for The Siam Cement Public Company Limited
P. O. Box 60, Yangon

E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net. mm
Dated: 9 September 2013




THE Europeans are coming —
again. Nay Pyi Taw Cinema will
screen this year’s 224 European
Film Festival from September
12-22.

Organised this year by the
French Embassy, the festival
will also feature movies from
the Czech Republic, Germany,
Israel, Poland, Switzerland and
the United Kingdom, said Ma Wah
Wabh Tin, a spokesperson for the
embassy.

The 11 films about friendship,
forgiveness, social and environ-
mental issues, love, sport, and mu-
sic, including documentaries and
animated films, will be screened
over the 10-day period, giving
Myanmar audiences an insight
into European ways of life and
thought. Subtitles will be available
in English.

The opening drama, from
France, tells of a socialist couple
in The Snows of Kilimanjaro
(107 minutes) and will screen on
September 12 at 6:30pm. Another
French film, The Illusionist, (80
minutes) shows a magician and a
young girl setting out on her life’s
journey.

Barbara, a 1980 love story set
in East Germany (108 minutes) is
followed by the comedy Whisky
mit Vodka, in which the protago-
nist is a renowned actor playing
the part of a problematic but
beloved ladies’ man.

From Switzerland come a docu-
mentary and a comedy, More than
Honey (90 minutes) about bees,
by director Markus Imhoof; and

Europeans
are here!

THE PULSE EDITOR: MANNY MAUNG manny.maung(@gmail.com
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a 95-minute docu-comedy about
Schwingen, a traditional Swiss
form of wrestling called Horselupf.

The UK will present two films.
Quartet, described as a wickedly
comic film about redefining old
age and growing old with hope by
director Dustin Hoffman (98 min-
utes) and a 100-minute documen-
tary called You've been Trumped,
which captures the cultural chasm
between the glamorous, jet-setting
and media-savvy Donald Trump
and a deeply rooted Scottish com-
munity.

The Czech Republic offers
drama mixed with comedy in
Leaving, based on the theatre
play written by Vaclav Havel, the
country’s former president.

Poland will give you A Won-
derful Summer, about an 18-year-
old girl who communicates with
the spirit of her dead mother
while leading an adventurous
lifestyle. Something Sweet (Israel,
96 minutes) is a romantic drama
about three sisters in an Israeli
village.

Two films will show each day,
at 3:30pm and 6pm. Tickets will
be handed out free at Nay Pyi Taw
Cinema until 15 minutes before
the screenings on a first-come-
first-served basis.

As an additional way of forging
cultural links between Europe and
Myanmar, the Wathann Film Festi-
val (September 4-8), the first film
festival of works by Myanmar film-
makers, presented a selection of
short films before each screening.

— Nandar Aung

Wathann Festival organiser,s Thaidi says the festival is more popular after the
move downtown. Photo: Greg Holland

"Ihe Wathann
Him Festival

.. hopes 1o
start a new
wave or an
indepenaent
fiim movement
in Myanmar.”

Ma Thu Thu Shein
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Bizarre live performances captivate the audience at Wathann 2013. Photos: Boothee

wathann

Film Fest celebrates independent documentary-making

Punk rock, performance art and filmmaker workshops bring diversity to third annual international festival

NYEIN
ElEl
HTWE

nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

POLOGY of the President
of the Union of the
Republic of Bunnyland
to the Bunnies.” With
that sentence, a man in
traditional Myanmar dress began
making a speech in English, a
satirical skewering of his country’s
developments. But at the same

time another man walked absent-
mindedly through the crowd, holding
a tray of bloody meat and yelling
indiscriminately. The man then
painted a picture with the blood and
mimed playing a piece of meat as a
violin. Finally, he ran up to the stage
and used the piece of meat to hit the
man giving the speech.

The whole exchange - a contempo-
rary art performance which kicked off
the third annual Wathann Film Fest,
held September 4-8 at Waziya Cinema
in Yangon - drew big applause from
the crowd.

It wasn’t the only surprise at this
multi-faceted festival. As well as
screenings of a number of interna-

tionally made documentary films and
a separate competition for docu-
mentaries made by young Myanmar
directors, there was also a workshop
and film presentation hosted by the
well-known Czech film school FAMU
in Prague.

Southeast Asian cinema was well
covered, with submissions from the
Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam and
Malaysia giving insight into the lives
of people in those countries.

On September 7 there was a
special screening of the documen-
tary Yangon Calling, by filmmak-
ers Alexandar Dluzak and Carsten
Pieflke. The hour-long documentary
examines the punk rock scene in the

Kyi's daily life during her darkest years

country’s largest city. For six weeks
the two filmed the lives of punk musi-
cians and their fans using hand-held
cameras without government permis-
sion, accompanying the talent to their
homes and meeting their friends and
families to learn more about this oft-
outcast group, and the rejection and
prejudice they face from society and
their government.

In all, 20 documentaries were
considered in the competition out of
the 43 documentaries submitted, said
festival director Ma Thu Thu Shein.
The films were shown before a jury
comprising a mix of cultural experts,
both international and Myanmar.

“The festival comes as a result of

collaboration among filmmakers and
artists from other fields,” Ma Thu Thu
Shein said, adding that the aim was
“to promote independent films and
filmmaking in Myanmar” by showcas-
ing independent young Myanmar
filmmakers.

She also said that there are cur-
rently not enough opportunities to
screen short films and documentaries
which are artistically and indepen-
dently made in this country, and that
the number of cinemas is decreasing.

“The Wathann Film Fest is de-
termined to get over these difficul-
ties and hopes to start a new wave
of independent film movement in
Myanmar.”

NOW ON SALE! A new release from
MCM Books by Moe Linn (aka Pho Lay)
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A still from the film, The Last Day of Summer, screened as part of Watch Docs in Yangon. Photo: Supplied

PAUL SCHEICHER

ROM the salt lakes in
Bolivia, the corners of
Vientiane to the deserts
of the Arabian Peninsula,
the Human Rights Film
Festival - Watch Docs - brought
the world to Yangon’s American
Center.

The 14 documentaries

screened from September 5-7,
portrayed the difficulties of
people’s lives from all over the
globe, with themes varying from
poverty and politics to cultural
challenges and growing pains.

“When I heard about it, I got

immediately attracted by the idea,
as the event is something new

and exciting in Yangon”, said law
student Naing Lin from Dagon
University.

Walesa Institute said they used
mostly social media to successfully
drive up interest among Yangon’s
youth demographic.

to Myanmar and be part of this

Organisers from Polish Lech

“Now it is the time to come

fabulous transition”, Project coor-
dinator Bartosz Kozakiewicz said,
when asked why Myanmar was
chosen as a destination for the
international screening. “In Po-
land the transition was 25 years
ago and is still not finished. With
our experiences we might be able
to support people here through
that transition”.

‘World’s

largest
short
film fest:
Tropfest

LWIN MAR HTUN
lwinmarhtun.mcm(@gmail.com

FILM MAKERS from Myanmar have
been invited to take part in one of the
world’s largest short-film festivals.

The Tropfest Southeast Asian
Regional Edition, in conjunction
with the online short film platform
Viddsee, is calling on Myanmar film
makers to put their work forward for
the 2014 Tropfest SEA festival.

The theme for this year’s competi-
tion is “Rice” The winner will receive
US$10,000 and a trip to Los Angeles
sponsored by the Motion Picture As-
sociation.

Any film entered into the contest
must be produced specifically for
Tropfest, and Vidsee announced
in August that the company would
showcase the shortlisted finalists’
films.

“We hope Tropfest SEA’s showcase
will enrich Viddsee’s existing pool of
content, narratives and perspectives
from the region,” said Tropfest SEA
managing director Joe Sidek.

The competition is open to all citi-
zens and residents of Southeast Asia.

“As a partner in Tropfest SEA 2014
we would like to see Myanmar film-
makers contributions,” said Mr. Ho Jia
Jian, one of the founders of Viddsee.

Tropfest was founded 21 years
ago in a cafe in Sydney, Australia, to
screen a short film made by John Pol-
son, a filmmaker, producer, director,
and Tropfest’s founder. It now runs
internationally.

The Southeast Asian edition of
the festival and competition will take
place in Penang, Malaysia on 24 and
25 January 2014.

The submissions deadline is 28
October 2013.

For further information about how
to submit a film and to view the films
of finalists from previous Tropfest
competitions, visit www.tropfest.com/
sea/

\Watcn Docs In Yangon — interview with &

MANNY MAUNG
manny.maung(@gmail.com

PIOTR Stasik is a giggle-girt. He finds
it terribly amusing when I ask how to
pronounce his name or any of his Pol-
ish colleagues’ names, and he giggles
again when I ask him how old he is.

I can’t help it. I start giggling too.

He smiles generously and tells me,
“T am 37”

Stasik looks younger than the bio
photos of him posted on the web. He
is tanned from the European summer
and appears relaxed while we sit
outside the theatre at the American
Center where his film The Last Day of
Summer is being screened.

He tells me of how, as a child
living in communist Poland, he
remembers having a happy time liv-
ing in his village. Stasik loved nature,
reading books and of course, playing
throughout the summers.

“I watched television for the first
time when I was 13,” he recalls. “We

used to get the good, art-house films
during the communist era, not like
the Hollywood movies now.”

“I loved the ones by Ingmar Berg-
man, Fedrico Fellini and Andrzej
Wajda.”

But with the exposure to films,
came the exposure to a darker truth in
his country’s political progress. Com-
munism was failing in Poland. Stasik
became aware of the USSR’s grip on the
country and of the horrors some of his
countrymen were going through.

“It felt like I lost something,” he
says. “I think I felt like I lost my child-
hood”

When Stasik was older, he became
interested in sociology, graduating
with a Social Sciences major from
Warsaw University. He later became
interested in the creative industries -
particularly film - finding it a unique
medium in which to connect people
emotionally.

Stasik later attended Andrzej
Wajda Master School of Film Direct-

1tis important
now 1o

retain and
acknowleage
the values we
hold dear, as we
change.”

Piotr Stasik
Poish filmmaker

ing and found himself in Russia

for a film project. He came across a
military cadet school by chance and
was mesmorised by the children who
attended, hence finding some subjects
for a new documentary project.

The Last Day of Summer is a
memoir of Stasik’s lost childhood.
The three subjects are young cadets
in Russia who have been enlisted into
the military school. Their daily regi-
ment involves discipline and order,
and as they train to handle weapons,
their young faces look hardened - but
also confused.

Stasik explains the link of these
young boys moving into manhood, to
his own loss, “The younger boys don’t
know what society is doing with him

and he questions why, but is obedient.

The older boy in the film, he is 17
years old but doesn’t want to be an
adult yet and wants to rebel.”

Stasik says there is also a link
of loss and transition - something
Myanmar can identify as a country in

director

the process of change.

“It is important now to retain
and acknowledge the values we hold
dear, as we change. A lot of things are
changing for the positive in this coun-
try, but we can also lose something
through that change”

Stasik says of his film, “The stu-
dents in the film represent something
at the cusp, a moment in life where
you cannot turn back. It’s almost a
signal”

“We need to remember this in
Myanmar as the values change
significantly through political change.
Poland is also trying to figure out a
new system of values even now, and
maybe the films that I make can help
people in Myanmar also consider the
new values they want.”

Piotr Stasik films The Last Day of
Summer and A Diary From a Journey
have won accolade from the Plus
Camerimage International Film Fes-
tival 2010 and Krakow Film Festival
2013.
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Iraveling the easy road — using e
ntemet as a ravel quide

MANNY MAUNG
manny.maung@gmail.com

lack of decent travel web-
sites and a frustrating lack
of valid travel information
was a good enough reason
or Marcus Allender to
launch the website, Go-Myanmar.
The 34-year old (soon to be 35) has
managed to pool a horde of resources
into one comprehensive online travel
guide for the weary traveller - who
for a change, wants to turn up to a
destination and actually find the hotel
they’re looking for still exists. It’s also
the only travel website in the country
that allows you to make online do-
mestic tour bookings and tours.

A candid interview with Allender
reveals the ins and outs of travelling
around the Golden Land.

‘Why did you move here to live?

I was living in Kunming, Yun-
nan Province, in 2010 and I travelled
over land with friends to Myanmar
through the Ruili/Muse border cross-
ing. It was an amazing experience,
even before we crossed the border.
Getting the required permits was
straightforward enough, but we were
told at the consulate in Kunming that
the border was shut; from the start,
we were travelling on a wing and a
prayer. That was exciting, much in
the same way as travelling through
more remote parts of the country still
is today.

From then on in it was sensory
overload - everything was so wonder-
fully unfamiliar. Our car broke down
four or five times between Muse
and Lashio; they filled the tank with
whisky bottles; in Lashio we changed
our dollars into gigantic bundles of
K1000 notes in the office of the local
Chinese hotel kingpin, and those
notes were mostly torn to shreds. And
then there’s the scenery in the moun-
tainous north of Shan State, which is
stunning.

Even though much of the rest of
our trip was on the standard ‘tourist
route, there were very few other for-
eigners around - we tended to bump
into the same people in Bagan, Man-
dalay, Inle Lake and so on. They were
mostly middle aged French people,
so, apart from the numbers, not much
has changed on that front!

There was so much colour and
variety, the whole place felt so un-
touched, and it felt like there was so
much more to explore. All of these
things made Myanmar one of the

A rest stop on the way from Ye to Dawei by train. Photo: Supplied

most intoxicating placing I had ever
visited, and I said to myself that I
would definitely come back some
day. I didn’t expect it to be so soon
though.

‘What are your tips for dealing with
local companies and how have you
been able to get them on board?
Firstly, patience. As everyone who
lives here knows, the pace of change
in Myanmar may be fast, but noth-
ing happens quickly. Developing a
business like this means talking to
- and working with - a broad range
of people. It’s not just hoteliers and
tour companies. This kind of thing
would take time back home, but with

attitudes and lines of communication
being what they are in Myanmar, you
need to be in for the long haul.

What’s your favourite aspect of
travelling in Myanmar?

No two days are the same; this is
a big country with lots to see and do,
with amazing ethnic and cultural di-
versity. People talk of ‘pagoda fatigue’,
but I don’t get that. Religion is a
cornerstone of the Myanmar experi-
ence, and in many ways it makes the
country what it is. I've been to Laos,
Cambodia and Thailand, but this
country is steeped in Buddhism in a
different way - and that lends more
impact to the incredible monuments

like Shwedagon and those you find in
Bagan and all around the country.

Have you got any tips for travelling
in this country?

Take luxury overnight buses,
which are widely available to the big
destinations and allow you to make
the most of your trip by not wasting
your daytime hours.

If someone says it isn’t possible
to go somewhere, don’t take their
word for it. A huge number of places
that were previously out of reach for
foreigners can now be accessed, al-
though it may take time and patience.

In my experience, the further you
go off the beaten track, the more eye-

opening the experience tends to be.
Some of your tips for go-to best re-
sources?

The lack of decent websites was
one of the main reasons I started this
project! But there are some great sites
for individual destinations around the
country, like Bagan (www.baganmyan-
mar.com) and the Shwedagon Pagoda
(www.shwedagonpagoda.com); they’re
both well designed and provide great
background info. In particular, the
Bagan site is invaluable if you want
detail on any (or all) of the temples on
the plain. I'd also say that Oway.com is
a good general bookings website.

For more information, visit www.
go-myanmar.com

Upper Myanmar-palooza

A multi-band tour is set to hit the road with stops in multiple cities

NANDAR AUNG
nandaraung.mcm(dgmail.com
EIEITHU
91.eieithudgmail.com

A JOINT project between a number of
well-known Myanmar bands will see
them head to Upper Myanmar next
month to rock, bop and hip-hop their
way to crowds who in the past, have
had to travel to Yangon to see their
favourite bands.

The band, Emperor will headline
the acts which will also feature SIR
(Skull in Ribcage), a collective of

bands including Idiot, Wanted, Rea-
son and Big Bag. The bands are set
to play weekend shows in Mandalay,
Taunggyi, Pyin Oo Lwin, Sagaing,
Magwe, Pakokku and Bagan.

The tour has also bookended a
pair of Yangon shows, the first at the
National Theater on October 5 and
then another in Yangon in Decem-
ber, after a planned performance at
the closing ceremony of the 27 SEA
Games in Nay Pyi Taw.

Organised by Myanmar Media
Management (MMM), the tour is
the first such endeavor for those

involved, said project manager Ko Si
Thu Thein. He said the tour is about
more than just selling tickets and
playing music - it was also about
forging closer ties with others in the
industry and setting out to solve the
problems that plague musicians and
record companies everywhere in the
digital age.

“The music industry has nearly
been destroyed because of pirated
CDs,” he said. “So when we arrive in
a city, we will hold a workshop with
industry folks and discuss how we
can solve this problem.”

— and they're bringing cameras

Along the tour MMM also plans
to make a documentary in collabora-
tion with the local music industries in
each city, for future television airing.

Zaw Win Htut, Emperor’s lead
singer, said the tour will be an expe-
rience-builder for the bands involved,
but he was also eager to place it in a
broader context.

“I want to increase the skills of
musicians, so we are trying to develop
the music industry by sharing our
experiences and knowledge as much
as we can,” he commented.

“We have a great industry in the

country, but it will be better if we can
collaborate across genres and styles.”

He said he was particularly looking
forward to playing Upper Myanmar.

“We've never sung there before and
some of us have personal connections.
I'm from Upper Myanmar myself, so it
will be exciting for to perform there.”

Zaw Win Htut said his band’s
decision to join SIR was based on
invigorating the music scene.

“They are making music bravely,
creating what they want to create - it
will be an honour to play alongside
our colleagues. We respect them.”
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PWINT
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NE person can make a dif-
ference. For two years now,
people of modest means
have been contributing to a
scheme that generates chari-
table gifts of up to K10 million a month.

In August 2011 three men—writer
Maung Thar Cho, cartoonist Aw Pyi
Kyal and magazine editor Pyi Thway
Naing—decided that not only rich
people could be asked to donate to
good causes. Their idea, called “One
More”, asked people to donate as little
as K1000 a month at participating
bookshops, tea shops and publishing
houses.

“The amount is so modest that
even pensioners can contribute,” U
Aw Pi Kyal said at an event held on
August 31 at Orchid Hotel to mark the
charity’s second anniversary.

At the end of each month, the or-
ganisers pool together the donations
received. During the first month,
receipts totalled K90,500 from 905
donors, which they gave to Chan
Thar Aung Buddhist convent in East
Dagon. In 2012, the charity received
more than K10 million each month.

The trio still lead the charity and
hope they can grow the initiative.

“The country has an estimated
population of 60 million, of whom
about one million make a comfortable
living. We thought if each contributes
K1000 a month, we can alleviate hun-
ger, provide shelters for the homeless
and help poor children continue their
education,” commented Maung Thar
Cho, who said the idea was inspired
by Chinese actor Jet Li’s The One

Donations for the “One More” foundation

Foundation, in which individuals are
asked to contributing one dollar a
month to help people in need.

One More’s contributions have
gone towards impecunious monastic
schools, convents and monasteries
and free mobile clinics at relief camps
in Kachin and Rakhine states.

“One More aims to help a poor
child continue his or her studies for
one more year, and to eat one more

meal,” Maung Thar Cho said.

Aw Pi Kyal said some people
were reluctant to donate because
they didn’t know where the money
would go. “We don’t have an office
or employees. Donations are sent to
us from different places at the end
of each month and we send them
directly to the places that need them,”
he added.

“I found it absolutely astonish-

One more 0 everyone

ing that total individual donations
reached K15 million in February, 2012
- that’s K1000 from 15,833 individual
donors,” he said.

They divide the donation and con-
tributed to separate monastic schools
and relief camps.

“Thanks to the people of Myanmar
who don’t neglect their brothers and
sisters, this money does make a differ-
ence to people’s lives.”

For those who want to donate
K1000 or more, keep an eye

out for participating retailers,
bookstores and teashops that
have the “One More” signboard
hung on their walls. Or to donate
through a bank, visit the Asia
Green Development Bank and
ask to donate to the “One More”
bank account.

"Again and Again’: Recycled emotions

ZON PANN PWINT
zonpann08@gmail.com

MYANMAR filmmaker The Maw Na-
ing’s short Again and Again has hit
the big screen, airing as part of the
fourth International Poetry Festival
Meridian Czernowitz, held from
September 6-8 in the Ukrainian city
of Chernivtsi.

The 13-minute film is based on
the poem he composed in 2003, also
called Again and Again. The film was
set in the Nagar Glass Factory in Ma-
yangone township, and portrays the

process of glass-blowing. Something
that, The Maw Naing says, reflects his
philosophy that glassware is beautiful
and fragile like human lives.

“I made this film in 2005. When
1 visited the Nagar glass factory, I
found it very interesting to see many
colourful glass bottles piled high
one on top of the other; the way the
female factory workers liquefy the
glass in the furnace and how the sand
has been transformed into glassware,”
said The Maw Naing.

“The clothes of the female factory
workers are worn out and they work

hard. The glass factory is very old and
the fallen leaves are liberally scattered
about the factory compound. It is
very interesting,” he added.

The Maw Naing says he feels the
recycling of glass is reminiscent of the
circle of life: a symbolic insight into
the human experience.

“The glass factory gave a true reflec-
tion of our lives,” he said.

Again and Again has been screened
at a number of festivals international-
ly, receiving a special mention in 2008
when it was shown at the ZEBRA
Poetry Film Festival in Berlin.

Welco
2al

NANDAR AUNG
nandaraung.mcm(@gmail.com

A TROPICAL island has provided a
stunning backdrop for many iconic
films, so it’s no surprise the region’s
best young talent will congregate in
a bit of paradise for the 11" Royal
Bali Film Festival later this year.

Myanmar will send three of
its most exciting directors to the
Indonesian island for the December
11-14 festival - the second time its
filmmakers will showcase their work
alongside the best of what ASEAN
members have to offer.

The Myanmar Motion Picture
Organisation (MMPO) will choose
the top directors making documen-
taries, short stories and full-length
films in a competition in November,
the organisation’s vice president U
Aye Kyuu Lay said.

The festival aims to make an
impact with the younger generation

Indonesia
Mes Royal

€St

of film creators and movie buffs,
and establish Bali as a centre for the
film industry.

“The winning directors will get
an expenses-paid trip to the festi-
val,” he said.

U Aye Kyuu Lay said the festival
provides an excellent opportu-
nity for Myanmar’s up-and-coming
directors to rub shoulders with the
region’s best, aiming to foster a
burgeoning arts scene in Myanmar,
Indonesia, and the rest of Southeast
Asia.

Last year marked the first time
Myanmar filmmakers participated
in the event.

The hosts also intend the festival
to assist Bali with its ongoing recov-
ery from tragic terrorist attacks in
2002 and 2005, helping to restore
its position as a world class resort
island.

Entrants are to submit their
work to the MMPO by September 15.
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Poetry
AN prose

celebrating International Literacy Day

TEXT message or dusty tome, ebook or the
simplest chalk scrawl - reading and writ-
ing remain humanity’s original and still
greatest technological achievement. The
miracle of the written word carries our
thoughts across time and space and bridg-
es otherwise impenetrable gaps.We write
down what we would be unable to express
out loud. We read to learn from those we
would never be able to meet in person.

Sadly, 50-plus years into the space
age, the UN estimates that 775,000 peo-
ple worldwide still remain illiterate. Two-
thirds are women.

Myanmar has comparatively strong lit-
eracy rates - above 90 percent - as well as
a rich diversity of languages and a vibrant
literary tradition. However, its citizens
have for a long time had to think twice
about what they commit to print.

As a newspaper, we need not only
readers but also a strong reading culture.
Everyone needs both the ability and the
freedom to have their say. In honour of
UNESCO World Literacy Day - celebrated
September 8 since 1965 - The Myanmar
Times is therefore proud to present three
poems as our tribute to the vital intersec-
tion of language and life.

Spilt Tea

This is the land where the bottle collectors call

as though asking for the bodies of your loved ones.
The rain has come and with it wind

that carries birds in wide circles around our homes.
The scaffolding falls from the pagoda,

so its mosaic mirrors reflect the storms.

Fairies float above the temple on full moon days.
When we step too close, the mirror breaks our
reflection

into the small pieces of ourselves.

Hatred grows in strange ways and will not be
scraped away like mould

at the end of the rainy season.

This is the land of closed doors and arm-crossed
observers.

Sometimes a feeling of fear, hanging overcast like
the clouds.

It rains so suddenly. | am not like that. This is not
like that.

This is the land of legends of trees, which once
grew on hills.

Hate lingers like a storm.

| long to scream like the rain, to know someone,
who like the sun,

will breathe those words away.

This is the land of the careful myth. The rain falls,
cars go the wrong way.

Every part of me is pulled over like traffic.

We are moving they say, but still there is not the
feeling of movement.

This is the land of embargo.

Here, | learn to make loneliness my friend. To
accept pain

as abstract. Longing for change.

This is the land of the stirring spoons,

where the sun appears only in the evening,

to shine gold light over flooded streets.

This is the land of the stranger’s smile. You are
happy to see me.

We are people who see each other.

People who see each other though these slippery
streets, through these wordless curbs.

We are people who drip into this country, spilling
ourselves over its cities,

hoping never to be mopped up.

— Catriona Knapman

[hree/Four Stops
with Mr. President

‘Import license for new buses will be issued again’, the headlines
declared.

Now in a packed bus, as we elbowed each other for an empty
seat,

| noticed Mr. President.

Mr. President, Sir, would our poems still have to be

Juiced through the board of the press scrutiny?

| have no idea. I've been busy with infrastructure projects.

How transparent Mr. President is!

Mr. President, Sir, this bus belongs to a special line!

| stood aside for Mr. President a rickety seat with a missing
screw.

| handed the conductor a 500 Kyat note. For two VIPs!

The open-chested conductor spat betel quid through the window.
What an anal plague! Gimme a 100, will ya?

Mr. President saw that. The passengers saw me & Mr. President.

In no time we were at The Standard.

Next, St. John! Next, Pegu Club!

The bus sped past the Ministry of Foreign Affairs [under
renovation].

Then, the National Museum!

NO STANDING PASSENGERS TO BE ENTERTAINED ON CITY
BUSES.

Mr. President gazed at the sign, swamped with standing
passengers.

As a red light slowed the bus on Ahlone Road, our driver hurled a
world of

rat-fuck-sons-of-leeches at an unlicensed glossy SUV jerking
under his nose.

It was raining in mid-May. It was raining through the bus roof.
Mr. President let out a presidential sigh.

Do you write such things in your poems?

If so, poetry should be part of infrastructure projects.

Just as | responded, Yes, Mr. President, Sir! Long live, Mr.
President!,

Redearth Hillock, Redearth Hillock, this is your stop!

The conductor threw us out of the bus.

Mr. President found himself caressing the shiny new bus stop.
Are we already at Redearth Hillock?

Yes. Mr. President, Sir! We are now at the brand new Redearth
Hillock stop

right in front of People’s Park.

Are these things also in your poems?

If so, poetry should be part of infrastructure projects.

By the time we arrived at the original Redearth Hillock, we were
out of breath.

On our scramble for drinkable water, Mr. President & | licked each
other’s sweat.

The following day, there were headlines about Mr. President’s
health.

To this day it remains unclear to me if our poems have become
part of infrastructure projects.

— Moe Way, translated by Ko Ko Thett

A Long
DIVISION

A ring of a phone,

a trip of a skirt

and the spine rearranges itself

into any number of possible
complications.

One bite of the wrong meal

and it’s like your own self is refusing to
ever trust you again.

For weeks, deeper workings take over.
You are a traveller, one step lost from
sight.

Discomfort turns into bewilderment.
“How did | come this way?” you ask,
thinking back to when

your body was not, as it is, real.

You try to identify the misstep,

as if there could be anywhere other than
forward to go from here.

Then, when there isn’t, you think of
all the other ways life could go wrong,
all the dizzying danger of it.

It is not your fragility that scares you,
not your susceptibility to that swinging
force from without;

it's the potential, already there inside,
to divide what you previously thought
whole,

the way your body, in injury or iliness,
knows how to fold down so cannily

to a common denominator

you didn’t even know you carried.

You feel like a promise has been broken
and you are learning, for the first time,
promises can be broken at all.

In the end, all suffering becomes
algebraic.

As you work through it

you may be surprised to find how many
steps it takes to find an answer.

But give weight to what you do not know;
try to balance it against what you do
have.

And in the meantime, tell yourself

that someday, eventually, you will
cancel both sides,

solve the equation, and forget your
sickness

and your body once more.

— Wade Guyitt
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SUDOKU PACIFIC

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

ENOUGH IS ENOUGH By 7im Burr
ACROSS DOWN hardness 43 Bored feeling 6 8 5
1 Breeds or 1 Long-beaked bird 22 Boardroom props 49 Moe, Larry or
varieties 2 Place for 26 Hemoglobin Curly
5 Large amount of mascara deficiency 52 Historic time 2 4 5 7 3
money 3 2.2-pound unit 27 Soothing 54 The slim picture?
9 Ermine in summer 4 Fret ointment 55 Scottish skirt
14 Fisherman’s 5 Lasagna or 28 Defibrillator 56 Middle East chieftain
bucketful linguine operator’s call 57 Black-tie affair, e.g. 7 5 6 4 9
15 Overly eager 6 Pay no heed to 29 Philbin of TV 59 Heading on a list of
16 Archipelago east 7 Nebraskan river 30 Sings hallelujah to errands
of Fiji 8 Ratatouille 32 Fix, as a 60 Prone to prying 9 5 6 8 7
17 Small piece of ingredient shoelace 61 “___ the crevasse!”
land surrounded 9 Rear, in the Navy 34 Quite proficient (“30 Rock” line)
by water 10 Bon or won follower 35 Belief 62 Surgery leftover
18 Like a contour 11 No longer duped by 36 Access 63 Shout from one who’s 8 2 7 5 3
sheet 12 Got a little older 38 Hebrew on a roll?
19 Cross the threshold 13 Word on a scale prophet 65 “Jumpin’ Jack Flash” is
20 Dazzling Broadway 21 Epitome of 42 Fenced-in one
performance
23 Horatian creation 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |11 12 13 5 7 6 4 3
24 Paving stuff
25 ?La:rr]r;?rous actress o 5 16
27 Fallen-rock debris
31 Notable ti
33 Tt?u?mgnlc;nc?rs vy = =
Archibald of
NBA fame 20 21 22 23 1 7 5 8 3
37 Anna Karenina’s
husband
39 Baltimore-to- _24 .25 26 2 9 4
Philadelphia dir.
40 Eve’s first home
a1 h rt 27 |28 [29 |30 31 |32 33 [34 [35 [36 P .
garg:ys ort(.en a cou g DIFFICULTY RATING: ¥rsririris
44 E)eglg:tado ski 37 38 39
45 Singer DiFranco By DAVID
46 Slnegaky rlnarksman a1 42 0 N p RW@R D O{JELLET
47 Start for “while” ®
48 Deforates a = HOW TO PLAY: All the words listed below appear in the puzzle — horizon-
50 %ia?’bﬁ/aé/ressed tally, vertically, diagonally, even backward. Find them and CIRCLE THEIR
51 “Kiss from a Rose” LETTERS ONLY. DO NOT CIRCLE THE WORD. The leftover letters
singer 47 49 spell the Wonderword.
53 Letter-shaped = BALANCE AND POSTURE Solution: 5 letters
55 Frat party barrel
58 Glossy of mate . YMAPYTCARRYSHCH
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ARRESTED DILBERT ] LJHOSE ™ NOT i DILBERT HAVE YOU G O Q O
FOR STEALING BACK  |&| SIDEARE  crazy | canepea evirTRIER| (O P AUTUH I T I DAPRE
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I THINK M BEST HAVE AROUND : WEREN'T ARCUND! . . . . .
QUALITY 157 : 4 Adjust, Align, Back, Bending, Bones, Brain, Breathing,
\’_7/ : :| |carry, Center, Chest, Control, Coordination, Core, Ease,
z Exercise, Form, Golfing, Health, Heel to Heel, Hips, Joint,
Knee, Laundry, Leaning, Lift, Maintain, Muscle, Neutralize,
Pain, Position, Slumping, Somatosensory, Spine, Standing,
Strength, Technique, Therapy, Tone, Train, Twist, Visual
To purchase the WONDERWORD MILLENNIUM SERIES #1, call toll-free, 1-800-642-
| 6480. Order online at wonderword.universaluclick.com. {Contains 100 puzzles.)
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Laugh all the way to the bank when you rent this space.

The tea break page is being re-formatted in readiness for our move to a daily cycle. It may look something like this in the future.
Our market research shows that a page like this attracts a large number of readers, who loyally read it every day.
Ring Khin Thandar Htay our National Sales Director to book this space permanently and

laugh all the way to the bank with the extra business coming in your door.

Telephone us now on +951 392 928
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Marveling In Moroccan desserts and Snacks

PHYO'S
COOKING
ADVENTURE

phyocooking(dgmail.com

itrus from oranges,

grapefruits and limes are

combined to make this

weekK’s refreshing Moroccan

dessert. Adding a few mint
leaves also give the dish a complete
and fresh aroma.

Varieties of citrus - particularly
grapefruits - are the key to captur-
ing the essence of Morocco. For the
past two weeks, we have introduced
Moroccan dishes full of spices, so this
dish follows with an orange/citrus
salad that might just refresh your
mouth. It is very simple but beautiful
and easy to serve at a dinner party. It
would also be good after eating lots of
Burmese spicy curries.

I have made Moroccan donuts as
well for afternoon tea. They are easy
to make and there is no need to worry
about the oil, even though it is deep
fried. The flour doesn’t absorb the oil
as much as deep frying bread in oil. I
love the smell of cinnamon with the
sweet flavor of this donut. It is lighter
than the greasy donuts you may find
in the tea shops and on the street and
have just the right amount of sweet-
ness. It is also suitable for kids and
toddlers.

ORANGE SALAD

INGREDIENTS:

3 oranges

2 grapefruits

2 teaspoons lime juice

Fresh orange juice (or half of an
orange)

1% teaspoon ground cinnamon

14 cup mint leaves

PREPARATION

Peel the oranges and grapefruits
and slice them into circles. Discard
the seeds.

Prepare the orange juice and set
aside. Then, in a separate cup, mix
fresh the lime juice and orange juice
together. Add 5-6 mint leaves, crush-
ing the leaves with your hands into
the juices.

Arrange the slices of citrus onto a
large plate or in a bowl, sprinkling the
ground cinnamon and mint leaves over
the slices. Then, pour the juice over the
fruit. Serve room temperature.

MOROCCAN DONUTS (SERVES 6-8)

INGREDIENTS:

3 cups all purposed flour

2 tablespoons caster sugar

2 teaspoons instant yeast

1 teaspoon salt

1 cup lukewarm water

1/3 cup sugar icing

14 teaspoon ground cinnamon

114 cups vegetable oil or canola oil
for frying (minimum)

Orange blossom salad. Photo: Phyo

PREPARATION:

Add lukewarm water into a cup,
then mix the sugar and instant yeast
into the water until it is dissolved. Set
aside.

Sift the flour into another bowl.
Add salt and mix well. Make a small
well in the middle of the flour and
pour the sugar mixture in slowly.
Then bring the flour into the well
slowly and mix. Take your time.
‘When the mixture becomes sticky,
cover the bowl with a cloth to froth
and wait. Once it’s ready, mix the all

the flour and knead it. If you need
water, just add a tablespoon of water
at a time. It should be elastic.

Then make the dough. Brush with
thin layer of oil and cover with a
clean cloth to raise the dough. Leave
it for 45 minutes or until it becomes
nearly double its size.

When the dough is ready, heat
the oil inside the wok over high heat.
Then, break the dough into 5 cm
ball-sized pieces and make it look like
a donut. (Make a ball with the dough,
make it long in the palm and bring

the two ends into the middle to form
a circle).

When the oil is ready, fry the
donuts until they become golden.
Turn the donuts one time during the
frying. If the oil is too hot, the colour
of the donuts will become too dark
and the donuts will not cook all the
way through. If the oil becomes too
hot, turn the heat down and continue
frying. Then bring it back up slowly.

When the donuts begin puff up,
they are ready. Take them out and rest
them on some kitchen paper to cool.
Then, mix the icing sugar and ground
cinnamon together, and sprinkle over
the donuts.

Serve with tea or coffee.

TIPS

If you can get different oranges
and different coloured grapefruit, it
will give more flavour and a more at-
tractive presentation to the dish.

To check if the oil is ready, place
the tip of a chopstick or a wooden
spatula into the hot oil. You will see
small bubbles around the tip.

An additional teaspoon of instant
yeast will increase the speed of rais-
ing the dough.

FOODIE QUOTE:

“We much have a pie. Stress can-
not exist in the presence of a pie.”
David Marnet from Boston Marriage

NEXT WEEK:
Salt and pepper squid

Wine Review

Jean Guillot
Chateau Bouteillay
Merlot-Cabernet
Sauvignon 2010

The well-balanced
character of this
Bordeaux echoes on
the tongue long after
the last drop. Pairs
superlatively with
audacious red
meats and dark
chocolate of up to
70 percent cocoa
content.

810

Oxford Landing
Estates Pinot Grigio
2011

R

. 1eam
tonteddled |

Eschewing
inessential, palate-
hassling flavours,
this no-frills white
delivers upside-your-
head crispness that
facilitates drinking
without thinking:
Chill, disengage
the cap with an
anticlockwise twist
and enjoy.

810

k13,000
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Water Library’s beverages, manners run dry

MANNY MAUNG
manny.maungldgmail.com

PERHAPS it didn’t help that I des-
perately needed caffeine. A two-day
self-ban on coffee was about to come
to an abrupt end as I realised my
pounding headache and surly temper
were the direct results of my depriva-
tion.

“Would you like some water?” the
waitress at the newly opened Water
Library on Pyay Road asked. I didn’t
want water. “Would you like some
wine?” I didn’t want wine. I wanted
coffee. But, said the waitress, there is
no coffee, because the coffee machine
was still being shipped from Bangkok.

Having stepped into the sparsely
decorated white interior of the new-
est restaurant in town, I was looking
forward to a high-end experience. At
that stage, the Water Library had just
had its soft-launch and was still only
operating at half-capacity.

That being said, a maitre d’ and
five or so waiters were more than
enough staff on hand for the only
two people dining at lunch. After my
initial shock at being told a high-end
restaurant had absolutely no coffee
for me to order (“Not even a three-
in-one?” was the desperate thought
running in my head), I settled for
still water and the set menu for a
two-course meal (US$35). My friend
ordered the same, along with a glass
of wine.

There was one service gaffe,
when waitress, speaking to my male
friend, asked, “And will Madam
also have the wine?” My friend,
nervously clearing his throat as I
scowled at him, replied, “Um, better
ask Madam.”

She then looked at me, paused
and proceeded to say, “Madam, why
don’t you just go for the three-course
meal?”

Remembering the days I flipped
burgers for the Australian equivalent
of Burger King (we call it Hungry
Jack’s), I wasn’t so sure up-selling was

considered a virtue in a fine-dining
restaurant. I declined (probably not
as politely as I should have), and
asked instead for the grouper salad
with pickles as a starter, and the
Wagyu beef cheek for a main.

Now, some of you may recall my
affinity for the all-important com-
plementary bread basket. Alas, the
Water Library’s version it was (and
not for the first time) my undoing.
A complimentary batch of organic
sourdough bread was served on hot
stones to keep it warm, along with a
side of herbed and chived butter.

My grouper salad was light and
fresh, with the pickles bringing a
surprising sweet-and-sour balance to
the dish. But by the time the Wagyu
beef came out, I could only pick at a
couple of pieces, in spite of rich soft-
ness of the meat with its gravy-like
consistency.

And by the end, I had recovered
just enough for the complimentary
petit four that gave a sweet ending to
the meal - sans coffee -and con-
vinced me to give them a second
chance after the of-
ficial opening.

Organic sourdough bread and grouper salad.

Photos: Manny Maung

The Water Library

83/95 Corner of Manawhari and
Pyay Roads, Dagon township.
Tel: 01 221721, 01 214361, www.
mywaterlibrary.com

Food:

Drink:

Service:
Atmosphere:
X-factor:

Value for money:

Total Score: 7/10

~N 33010
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Samsung smart phones with Myanmar language launch 6@ MMC 1% Industry convertion

1 it ~<=

Ko Zar Ni Win Htet, James and Ko Ye Min

e BN

Su Wai Win, Thu Thu and Honey Attendees

MAI 20t anniversary Malaysian Food Promotion
. at Traders Hotel

‘\

Ko Zaw Myo Aung and Ma Thiri Ko Ko Aung

Sinary Beauty Contest

- Iz

%
k £l !

Dr Ahma Faisal Bin Muhamad and
Kamarudin Bin Muda

l [* e

Aung Aung

Ma Thein Gi

Thazin, Shwe Sin and May Thein

-"‘.'

MANAWMAYA Pastry Corner
Ll Delicious mooncakes to delight your senses

Enjoy home-made mooncakes, packaged in an elegant box.

Perfect mid-Autumn festival gifts for family, friends and business
associates.

Purchase *five elegant gift boxes of mooncakes and receive an
additional complimentary box of mooncakes.

* Terms and conditions apply.

Enjoy our delicious home-made cakes.

September : Lime and papaya mousse
USD 25 perkg

PARKROYAL

For reservations and enquiries, speak with us at 250 388 Ext: 8102, 8162, or drop us

Hiamid crafied fine jewellen: feamring rubty and pove gems of Miamsar an email at rbe.prygn@parkroyalhotels.com
No. 527 New University Avenue, Bahan Township, Yangon 11201, Myanmar. o
Tel: +95 1549 612 Fax: +95 1 545 770 S o uast
E-mail: sales{@manawmaya.com.mm WWW.manawmayagems.com parkroyalhotels.com 33 Alan Pya Phaya Road, Dagon Township, Yangen, Myanmar. Tel:+ 951250388 o ,w,.,?:?,wamm,

Mandays to Saturdays 10:00 am ~ 5:00 pm
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nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

ANOTHER week, another whirlwind of air-kisses, canapes and cos-
mos for this Socialite! She began the week rubbing shoulders with
the design crowd who descended on Junction Square for the launch
of Samsung’s Myanmar fonts, before hotfooting it across town for
the NELC Graduation Ceremony at the ever-swanky Sedona. The My
Wayz launch in Bahan proved a sedate affair, which was a welcome
relief after the L'Occitane soiree at Pearl Condo. Bright young things
strutted their stuff at the Sinary Beauty Contest, and the who’s who
of Yangon gathered in honour of MAI. Another long week on the
social calendar, and a well-earned beauty sleep for this socialite.

Until next time!

My Wayz Company’s office opening

1

Kang

Daw Moe Moe Aung

L' Occitane office launch

: ‘ Fad
Naunt Naunt Ms Cheisea Gyy May Thaw and Dr Su Hla Han

Hyundai showroom grand opening

Showroom team

NELC graduation ceremony

Teacher Nelson

Daw Nan Htwe Nge

Cold &Flu...? Decolgen

Just take Decolgen

“can provide
complete and fast
relief of running and
blocking nose, fever,
aching and flu. ! S,

‘ {‘:P' "1\

% def

l‘l%;!ll -
The complete cold formula J11120T)
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DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO NAY PYI TAW MANDALAY TO YANGON NYAUNG UTO YANGON YH727 15 1115 1240 MYEIK TO YANGON
Figt | Days | Dep | Ar Flight Days | Dep | Ar Fiight Days | Dep | Arr YH737 37 1115 1240 Flight Days | Dep | Ar

6T 401 1 700 755 Y5233 Daily 810 925 YJ 891 Daily 745 815 K7 826 26 1145  13:00 YH 634 13457 1125 1325
FMI A1 12345 730 830 YJ 892 123456 830 1025 YH 917 Daly 745 1045 W9 129 123 1445 1555 K7 320 Daily 1130 1335
LAl b L) | B YHO18 Dally 840 1045  yjiaywe7143 123 835 1045 W9129 4567 1430 1540
FMI B1 12345 1130 1230 . : i : .
FMI A1 ! =D | 1Y 6T402/K7223 234567 855 1055 K3 222 Daly 805 1100 K7 224 Daily 1430 1545 Figt | Days | Dep | Ar
FMI C1 12345 1630 17: : :

L 2345 1630 1730 K7223 Dally 855 11:00 YH731 Dally 1430 1555 6T 605 5 11:15 1210

K7222/6T401 234567 805 10:55
6T 607

NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON Wa201 il | S0 | TS 6T 401 1 910 1200 T 1 1230 1505

Flight | Days | Dep | Wi Bl R YHT32 Daly 1725 1845 HECHONGNEOH
50 9 Bl 123 925 12 . Flight Days | Dep | Ar THANDWE TO YANGON
FMIA2 12345 850 950 6T502K7225  Daiy 1740 1300 _— : n
Y5132 3567 930 1030 AR Fiot | Days | Dep | Ar |
FMIA2 EERRE W9 129 123 1740 1900 g

EMI B2 12345 1300 14:00 6T 402 1 10:00 12:00 W) Daily ey YH 918 Daily 935  10:45 6T 605 1225 15:.00
. . K7 227 24 1035 1200 : : 6T402/K7223 234567 945 1055 6T 608 1 1520 16:15
FMIA2 ! LEeL UL K7225 Daily 1745 19:00 _
FMI C2 12345 1800 1900 K7 627 15 1055 12:20 K7223 Daily 945  11:00
YJ 202 124 1130 1225 W9 201 4567 955  11:05 D . A I
YANGON TO MANDALAY YH 834 17 1200 1325 LU WIS W9 201 123 1000 1120 omestic Airlines
Figt | Days | Dep | Am YH 832 35 1230 1355 Fight | Days | Dep | Ar | 6T 402 TR 0 Ltd, W)
W9512 3 6:00 805 YJ 762 6 12:35 1400 YJ2n U L | e K7829 135 1350 15.05 Tel : 513322, 51 34é2, 504888, Fax : 515102
, : : . YJ 211 5 700 950 . :
YJ 891 1,2,3{1,5,6 610 815 K7 845 247 1250 16:00 W9 120 13 1500 1710 | Air KBZ (K7)
YH917 Daily 610 840 YJ 202 3 1530 17:25 YJ 201 4 630 950 YJ 762 124 1550 1800 | Tel:372977-80, 533030-39 (Airport),
. b 4 Fax: 372983
U Calva D Wg120 13 1545 17:10 YJ20 12 700 950 YJ 762 6 1150 1400 |
KOV 227 OO D YJ 762 124 1635 1800 K7 844 247 730 1105 Wg129 123 1610 1ggo | AirMandalay oY s
K7222 Daily 630 840 YH732 Dally 1640 1845 W9 251 2 1030 1325 YJ 752/W9 7752 3 1655 1805 Fax: 525937. Airport: 533222-3, 09-73152853.
YJ 201 4 B -2 . Fax: 533223.
K‘; 626 5 zig z 12 W9 129 4567 1640 1845 K7 624 Daily  10:30 1325 W9 129 4567 1555 1845 ax
’ - : . " : ! ; : : Asian Wings (YJ)
vm e e | WE 5w um 3 e o W ow e e |SEENL
i : 5 B i Fax: 951 532333
YJ 201 12 700 8% o . . =
YJ 211 57 700 825 6T 502/K7 225 Daily 16:50  19:00 MYITKYINA TO YANGON 6T 501/K7 224 Daily 16:00 19:00 Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
f H y . q . ’ Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999,
YJ143WETI43 123 700 905 e Dty | US| i) Figt | Days | Dep | Am K7 224 Daily 1600 1800 | 51 860 4051
W9 251 Daily 700 905 W9 129 123 16:55  19:00 YJ 202 3 1405 17:25 YH738 37 16:40 1850 :
: : : . ; ] . Yangon Airways(YH)
6T 401 1 700 940 K7625 Daily ~ 17:10 1835 YJ211 57 1005 1325 K7 827 26 1725 1840 | o1, (+95-1)383 100, 383 107, 700 264,
YJ 761 6 700 855 8M 6604 247 1720 1830 YJ 202 124 1005 1255 Fax: 652533.
YH 833 1,7 730 910 YH 738 37 1725 1850 K7 625 Daily 1540 1835 YANGON TO SITTWE ;MI Air (t:_harter - Sales &
; . i v ; eservations
W9 201 123 745 910 W9511 2 1730 1935 m—— s 3 | e Flight Days | Dep | Arm o 0373/ 1195.9) 421146505
YH 831 35 800 940 W9 252 2 1735 1900 6T611 247 1100 1225
8M 6603 247 900 1010 YJ725W97752 1750 1915 6T 605 5 115 1315
YJ751W97751 37 10:00 11:55 YH 730 246 1800 1925 — ‘ 0 ‘ 0 ‘ A K7 426 Daily 1230 1350
' . ig ays ep I _ A
Y761 1 1030 1225 e T T 6T 607 1 1230 1355 | 6T=AirMandalay
- q aily i i Y
W9 251 2 10:30  11:55 YANGON TO NYAUNG U . T T W9 = Air Bagan
L7 2y IED ) UL Flight Days | Dep | Ar S i s tuies SITT WE TO YANGON YJ = Asian Wings
W 7?1\'2\:) S7I8T ; 10'22 '2‘25 YHO17 Daly 610 745 ) ’ |; ' I’ i 9' Flight Days | Dep | Ar [EERAALLCE
1 11 12: 7222 i ; i ;
e AL 5: YJ 891 Daly 610 730 iy | G50 | SR 6T 612 247 1245 1410 | YH=Yangon Airways
e E— '5’ “:00 ]2:55 6T401K7222 234567 630 750 Y761 6 N 6T 612 36 1315 1440 | FMI=FMIAR Charter
S — K7222 Daly 630 750 Bre ! MU | IS 6T 606 5 1335 1500 | Y5=Golden Myanmar Airlines
YJ 601/W9 76016 1100 12:25 Y
' : , , W9 201 4567 730 940 . , , .
o o s 13gs  YOMIWOTIE 123 700 820 . T K7 427 Daily 1405 1525 Subject to change
YH727 15 1115 1325 6T 401 1 00 85 ~ 61608 J Visld | ik without notice
YH729 246 1115 1415 i1 P59 | T | MR ozl i I
YHT31 Daly 1430 1640 W9 129 4567 1430 1710  YJTSIWSTIST 37 10:00 11:10 YANGON TO MYEIK Day - Thursdoy
W9129 123 1445 1640 6T501/K7224  Dally 1430 17:20 W9 119 13, 10:30  11:40 Flight Days | Dep | Armr = Monday = Friday
K7 224 Dally 1430 1635 YH731 Dally 1430 17:25 YJ 761 124 1100 1210 K7319 Dally 700 905 = wezdavd = gmudrdov
= eanesaa = Sunaa
6T 501/K7 224 Daily 14:30  16:35 K7 224 Daily 1430 17:25 YJ 751/W9 7751 5 11:00 1210 YH633 13457 700 915 ‘ ‘

Up Close

Two decades of close encounters with Aung San Suu Kyi

Call 392 928 now fo resene a copy persondlly signed by the author, Moe Linn (aka Fho Lay).
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK
Figs | Days | Dep | Ar
PG 706 Daily 715 9:30
8M 335 1,2,34,7 9:00 10:45
TG 304 Daily 9:50 11:45
PG 702 Daily 1030 1225
TG 302 Daily 1455  16:50
8M 331 156 16:30 1815
PG 704 Daily 1820 20:15
Y5 237 Daily 1805 1950
TG 306 Daily 1945 21:40
YANGON TO DON MUENG
Flights 2N De Arr
FD 2752 Daily 8:30 10:20
FD 2754 Daily 1750 1935
YANGON TO SINGAPORE
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
MI509 16 0:25 5:00
8M 231 Daily 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 Daily 10:10 1440
SQ 997 Daily 1025 1445
8M 6232 Daily 11:30  16:05
3K 586 Daily 11:30  16:.05
MI 517 Daily 1640 2115
YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
8M 501 1,3,6 7:50 11:50
AK 1427 Daily 8:30 12:50
MH 741 Daily 1215 16:30
MH 743 Daily 1545  20:.00
YANGON TO BEWJING
Figts |  Days | Dep | Ar
CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 1415 2155
YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
Flights Days Dep Arr
8M 711 47 8:40 13:15
(CZ 3056 3,6 11:20 1550
CZ 3056 15 1740 2215
YANGON TO TAIPEI
Cl 7916 1,2,3,5,6 1050  16:15
YANGON TO KUNMING
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
MU 2012 1,3 1220 1835
MU 2032 2,4,5,6,7 1440  18:00
CA 906 2,3,4,6,7 1415 1735
YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
Flights Days Dep Ar
W9 9607 47 1420 16:10
YANGON TO HANOI
| Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
VN 956 1,3,5,6,7 1910  21:30
YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
Fights |  Days Dep | Ar
VN 942 24,7 1425 1710
YANGONTO DOHA
QR619 145 815 11:15
YANGON TO PHNOM PENH
Fights |  Days | Dep | Ar
8M 403 3,6 1650 1915
YANGON TO SEQUL
02770 47 0:35 910
KE 472 Daily 23:35 08:05+1
YANGON TO HONG KONG
KA 251 1,2,4,6 110 6:00
YANGON TO TOKYO
Figs | Days | Dep | Ar
NH 914 1,36 21:30 06:40+1
YANGON TO KOLKATA
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
Al 228 15 14.05  15:05
MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
Figts | Days | Dep | Ar
TG 782 2,35,7 9:30 11:55
MANDALAY TO DON MUENG

Flights Days Dep Ar
FD 2761 Daily 1245  15.00
MANDALAY TO KUNMING
Fights | Days | Dep | Ar
MU 2030 Daily 1440 17:20
BANGKOK TO YANGON

| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
8M 336 12345 6:15 7:00
TG 303 Daily 7:55 8:50
PG 701 Daily 8:50 9:40
TG 301 Daily 13.00 1345
PG 703 Daily 16:45 17:35
TG 305 Daily 1750  18:45
8M 332 Daily 1915  20:.00
PG 705 Daily 2015 21:30
Y5238 Daily 2110 2155
DON MUENG TO YANGON
Fighs: | Days | Dep | Ar
FD 2751 Daily 715 8:00
FD 2753 Daily 16:35  17:20
SINGAPORETO YANGON
Figs | Days | Dep | Ar
SQ 998 Daily 7:55 9:20
3K 585 Daily 910 10:40
8M 6231 Daily 9:10 10:40
8M 232 Daily 1325 1450
Mi518 Daily 1420 1545
Y5234 Daily 1535  17.05
MI 520 5,7 2210 2335
BEIJING TO YANGON
Fighs | Days | Dep | Ar
CA 905 2,34,6,7 8:05 1315
KAULA LUMPURTO YANGON
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
AK 1426 Daily 6:55 8:00
MH 740 Daily 1005 1115
8M 502 1,36 1250 1350
MH742 Daily 1330 1440
GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
CZ 3055 8:40 10:30
CZ 3055 15 1445 1635
8 712 47 1415 1550
TAIPEITO YANGON
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
Cl7915 1,2,3,5,6 7:00 9:55
KUNMING TO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
MU 2011 8:20 11:30
CA 905 2,3,4,6,7 1240 1315
MU 2031 2,45,6,7 1330 1355
CHIANG MAITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
W9 9608 47 17.20 1810
HANOITO YANGON
Flights Days Dep Arr
VN 957 1,3,5,6,7 16:35 1810
HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
VN 943 247 1140 1325
BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
Fights | Days | Dep | Ar
TG 781 2,35,7 7:25 8:50
DOHATO YANGON
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
QR618 34,7 21.05 07:00+1
PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
Fights | Days | Dep | Ar
8M 404 3,6 2015 2140
SEQULTO YANGON
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
KE 471 Daily 1840 22:30
0Z 769 3,6 1950 2325
TOKYO TO YANGON
| Flights | Days | Dep | Ar |
NH 913 1,36 10:30 1530
HONG KONG TO YANGON
Fights | Days | Dep | Ar
KA 250 1,3,5,7 2145 2330

KOLKATATO YANGON
Fights | Days | Dep | Ar |
Al 227 15 10:35 1320
DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
Figs | Days | Dep | Ar
FD 2760 Daily 1050 12115
i KUNMING TOMANDALAY
| Fliights | Days | Dep | At |
MU 2029 Daily 1355 1350

AIl Asia |FU)
Tel: 251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
Tel : 253597~98, 254758, Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Condor (DE)
Tel: + 951 -370836 up to 39 (ext : 810)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, Fax : 255329

Golden Myanmar Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 400447999,
Fax: 01 860 4051

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 Fax -
261124

Myanmar Airways International(8M)
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
Tel: 255 287~9, Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel : 255491~6, Fax : 255223

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
Fax : 255086, Tel 255066/ 255088/ 255068.

Qatar Airways (Temporary Office)
Tel: 01-250388, (ext: 8142, 8210)

International

FD & AK = Air Asia

TG = Thai Airways

8M = Myanmar Airways International

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

PG = Bangkok Airways
MI = Silk Air
VN = Vietnam Airline

MH = Malaysia Airlines
CZ = China Southern
Cl = China Airlines

CA = Air China

KA = Dragonair

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

IC = Indian Airlines Limited
W9 = Air Bagan

3K = Jet Star

Al = Air India

QR = Qatar Airways

KE = Korea Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways

SQ = Singapore Airways
DE = Condor Airlines
MU=China Eastern Airlines
BR = Eva Airlines

DE = Condor
Al = Air India
Subject to change
without notice

Day 4 = Thursday
1 = Monday 5 = Friday
2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday

0050089000 o qo¢od
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{0 Rwanda's dark past

STEPHANIE AGLIETTI

WANDA, which has staged a

remarkable recovery in the

years since the 1994 geno-

cide, has opened visitors’

eyes to its past by putting
its genocide memorials on the tourist
circuit, alongside its iconic mountain
gorillas.

Tour operators and government of-
ficials say the aim is to enable tourists
to understand the country’s recent
history and to appreciate the scale of
the progress achieved.

In the garden of the main genocide
memorial in Kigali’s Gisozi district,
Anne Porbadnigk, a 30-year-old
from Berlin, stops in front of every
commemorative plaque, listening
carefully to her audioguide.

Both Porbadnigk and the friend
she is with say in order to compre-
hend modern Rwanda, they need to
understand “not only what happened
but also how the people deal with his-
tory and... how they find peace”.

“Being German, we also have a
very heavy history,” Porbadnigk said.
“When I was a child a question trou-
bled me for years: How I can live in
a country where this happened?”, she
said, referring to the Holocaust.

In the past 10 years, Rwanda’s
tourism sector has grown exponen-
tially. The number of visitors, which
stood at 27,000 in 2004, rose to 1.08
million in 2012.

Rwanda’s attractions are many:
endless vistas of hills shrouded in
mist, a swathe of virgin rainforest,
dazzling lakes and one of the world’s
cleanest and safest capital cities.

The mountain gorillas in the bam-
boo thickets of the Virunga volcanoes
are the main attraction, but memorial

s -

A tourist visits the Rwanda genocide memorial
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sites now receive tens of thousands of
visitors every year.

The tragedy and the rebuilding

The memorials themselves have
been changed in the two decades
since the genocide to place greater
emphasis on pedagogical exhib-
its explaining Rwandan history
through text, photos and multimedia,
although some bones still remain on
display.

A painful section is the exhibit
that fills a room in Gisozi and consists
of photographs of children massa-
cred, accompanied by the briefest of
biographies.

“Francine Murengezi Ingabire,”
reads one plaque. “Age: 12. Favourite
sport: Swimming. Favourite drink:
Milk and fanta tropical... Cause of
death: Hacked by machete.”

“There is no particular strategy of
promoting the memorial sites,” said
Rica Rwigamba, who is in charge of
tourism at the Rwanda Development
Board. “But we think it’s important
for people to understand our country;,”
she added.

“As a company -- and most compa-
nies work the same way -- we include
genocide memorials in our activities
mainly because we believe that it puts
Rwanda into perspective,” said Manzi
Kayihura, managing director of Thou-
sand Hills Expeditions and chair of the
Rwanda Tours and Travel Association.

“In 10 years only two couples
have opted not to go to the genocide
memorial,” he said.

“I think the story is about the trag-
edy of the Rwandan genocide and the
rebuilding, the rebirth of a nation, so it
puts everything into context and they
appreciate how far Rwanda has come
in such a short time,” he went on.

. Photo: AFP
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BOOK REVIEW

Hevealng the secrets benind
a Myanmar mystery novel

LYN SWE AYE

ERY few mystery novels in
the English language are
set in Myanmar. One of
the select examples is The
Pointing Man: A Burmese
Mystery by Marjorie Douie, which has
recently been made available in e-
book form by The Gutenberg Project.

This book has been “lost” for
almost a century. Three years before
Agatha Christie penned her first
mystery novel, The Pointing Man
was first published in London in
1917. It must have been well enough
received since an American edition
was published three years later.

Yet almost nothing is known
about the author. A single citation
in the Library of Congress database
does not even have birth or death
dates. Was there a Marjorie Douie?
Did she visit Burma? Did she write
other mysteries?

The Pointing Man is almost cer-
tainly the first mystery set primarily
in Myanmar. Published three years
before Agatha Christie’s first novel
The Mysterious Affair at Styles, it
has to be considered the first until
a predecessor is unearthed. It is
generally accepted that the first
mystery stories known in Myanmar
were adaptations and translations
of the Sherlock Holmes stories, first
published in the 1940s.

“The Pointing Man” of the title re-
fers to a wooden statue, the Burmese
counterpart of a cigar store Indian,

Was there a
Marjorie Douie?
Did she visit
Burma? Did
she write other
mysteries?’

which stands outside the most suc-
cessful curio store in Mangadone,
Burma. The owner is Mhtoon Pah, an
unctuous oleaginous Burman, and
the central mystery is the disappear-
ance of his shop assistant, Absalom,
“the apple of Mhtoon Pah’s eye”.
Mhtoon Pah blames Leh Shin, a Chi-
naman, once his benefactor, mentor
and friend, and now a ruined rival,
who runs a dilapidated curio shop
and opium den.

A number of British and Burmese
characters enter into the plot to solve
the mystery of Absalom’s disappear-
ance; suffice it to say that in true
“cozy” mystery fashion, the truth is
not simple and straightforward.

But who was the author Marjorie
Douie? After many cold scents and
red herrings, including exhaustive
searches of birth and death regis-
tries, probate calendars, and data-
bases, an old pseudonym dictionary
revealed that Marjorie Douie was
the nom-de-plume of Jessie Louisa
Rickard, a prolific Irish author who
published over forty novels. Some,
including The Pointing Man, found
her a large reading public

Born in Dublin as Jessica Louisa
Moore, she was the younger daughter
of Dr Canon Courtenay Moore, then
rector of Castleroch and later of
Brigown in County Cork. He was the
founder of the Cork Historical and

The Pointing Man, the Burmese iconic statue. Photo: Supplied

Archaeological Society and author

of two novels. At 18, Jessica wrote

a series of hunting sketches which
appeared in the Cork Examiner. They
proved so popular that she followed
with a hunting story accepted as a
series by the Irish Times.

In 1901, she married Robert
Dudley Innes Auckland, by whom she
had a daughter, and later divorced
him. Her writing career seems to have
been on hold during this period.

She resumed her literary career
in 1912 at age 36, publishing her
first novel, Young Mr. Gibbs. Her
second marriage, to Lieutenant-
Colonel Victor Rickard, a career
officer in the 2" Battalion of the
Royal Munster Fusiliers, produced
a son. The Munster Fusiliers were
originally formed from two East
India Company regiments, and also
recruited heavily in Ireland.

‘We know that the Munster Fu-
siliers were stationed in Yangon at
the start of the Great War, so Jessica
must have spent time there with her
husband before 1914, providing her
with the background for the Point-
ing Man. Lt-Col Rickard died at the
battle of Aubers Ridge in 1915.

Now a widow with a son to sup-
port, Jessica Rickard went back to
writing for a living. And write she
did - over 40 novels ranging from

Suffice it to
say that in true
‘cozy” mystery
rashion, the
fruth is not
simple and
straightforwarad.

J

comedy (Young Mr. Gibbs) to mystery
(The Pointing Man) to suspense (The
Baccarat Club) to war novels (The
Light Above the Crossroads) to an
account of her husband’s regiment,
(The Story of the Munsters). She
published under the name Mrs Vic-
tor Ricard, as well as Jessie Louisa
Rickard and also the pseudonym

of Marjorie Douie. She died on 28
January 1963 at the age of 86 and

is buried in Rathcooney Cemetery,
Greater Cork.

There are several lines of
evidence that Marjorie Douie was
the nom-de-plume of Jessie Louisa
Rickard. First, the obituary of Jessie
Louisa Rickard in the Cork Exam-
iner 30 January 1963 states that
Mrs Rickard is the author of The
Pointing Man, without mentioning
Marjorie Douie. Also The Literary
Yearbook, 1922 lists the address
of Marjorie Douie as “c/o MRS.
RICKARD, AYSGARTH, WAXWELL
LANE, PINNER, LONDON,NW.” In
another entry, it lists Mrs Rickard’s
address as the same Aysgarth, with
a notation of Mrs Rickard as the
author of Young Mr. Gibbs, etc. and
not as an agent.

There is also supporting
evidence in that Mrs Rickard was
married to a career military officer
whose regiment was stationed in
Yangon at the beginning of the
Great War, and that Mrs Rickard
was a prolific, successful and versa-
tile author who also wrote mysteries
under her own name, much like
Ruth Rendell.

To crown it all, Jessie Louisa Rick-
ard’s obituary says that together with
famous mystery writers like Dorothy
L Sayers and GK Chesterton, she was
a founder member of the “Detec-
tion Club”, a famous British club of
pioneering mystery writers.

‘We will never know why Jessie
Rickard chose her pseudonym, but
as for the identity of the author of
the first Myanmar mystery novel,
the case may be closed.

— Lyn Swe Aye is a freelance
writer
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WEEKLY PREDICTIONS

AQUARIUS | Jan 20 - Feb 18

Remember that the basis
of all moral conduct is
empathy, one of the most
valuable resources in this
world or the next. An old
friend may get in touch to help resolve
a misunderstanding in a social
relationship: pay attention. Be aware
that true love is more than mere
magnetic attraction, and goes to the
heart of your personality and spiritual
nature.

LEO | Jul 23 - Aug 22

Your struggle with today is
- worthwhile, but you will

probably lose. At best, the

daily struggle brings

ambiguous victories and
uncertain peace. But never fear.
Self-delusion can be a sure source of
comfort, as long as you can sustain it.
Unlike those born under other stars, for
whom almost anyone will do, the life
partner of a Leo must be someone
special.

Organise your agenda,
and be ready to step into

PISCES | Feb 19 - March 20
a dispute between
friends to restore calm

and mutual

understanding. Your best course in
this matter requires flexibility, and
your goal should be harmony and
effective communication.

In your dealings with your partner,
adopt a gentle approach to
strengthen your union of mutual
support.

The soul is the primal level
of actuality, and the notion of

VIRGO | Aug 23 - Sep 22
a soul is too difficult for me,
and probably for you, to

|d/il
grasp in full. The cosmic

laws of cause and effect, and certain
regulations relating to off-street
parking, will vitiate your control over
the beginnings and ends of your
undertakings. Better to turn over the
resolution of the problem to your
unconscious mind. In pursuit of love,
esteem yourself.

ARIES | Mar 21 - Apr 19

il

Tolerance and patience
resulting in mutual respect
are the key to a lasting loving
relationship. Humility,
compassion and grace will
aid your progress along the path toward
spirituality. The visible achievement of
success begins within you. Time, your
most precious commodity, can neither be
reversed nor created. It is non-renewable.
Its effective use requires discipline, which
alone can lead to success. Avoid fatty
foods.

If tranquillity reigns
over the whole, fear

LIBRA | Sep 23 - Oct 22
stalks each individual
part. Your intuition can

iy

surface of conscious perception,
but may not serve to validate your
feelings of superiority or inferiority
to others. Set your conduct by an
unerring moral compass and
things will probably turn out
mostly not too bad in the end, with
luck.

TAURUS | Apr 20 - May 20

g »

Meditation will help you
attain inner peace and help
you guide others towards
joy and inspiration, though
some might find this
annoying. Achieving inner peace can in
turn contribute to outer peace in the
world. Keep a journal of your daily
experience and ponder the roots of
success. Mad love can take the form of
ecstasy, but this is not an easy state to
inhabit for long.

SCORPIO | Oct 23 - Nov 21

Financial problems will
disturb your mind, and
social misunderstandings
may take time to unravel.
Success rarely derives
from spontaneous or internal
combustion. All activity is creative
once you have devoted special
attention to doing it right, and almost
any problem, including affairs of the
heart, can be tackled in a spirit of
emotional scientific creativity.

GEMINI | May 21 - June 20

Learn to be comfortable
- with discomfort. The first
step is a willingness to be
uncomfortable. According
to Albert Einstein, a
world-famous Pisces, “Concerns for
man and his fate must always form the
chief interest of all technical
endeavours. Never forget this in the
midst of your diagrams and equations”.
Hold to your direction and maintain
your own philosophy even when it is
severely challenged.

SAGITTARIUS | Nov 22 - Dec 21
. Robert Heinlein once said:
E‘ “Always listen to experts
who will tell you what
- can’t be done and why,
and then do it without
fail.” Understanding the options that
are available helps you plot your
personal course and fulfil your dream.
But do not spend too much time
reading books. Politics is still the
greatest and the most honourable
adventure, though economics is a
close second.

Consistency is the
hobgoblin of small minds,

CANCER | Jun 21 - Jul 22
and the expression of
your individual nature

should not depend on

petty banalities. Be bold in initiation
and original in action as you pursue
new activities and fresh realms of
thought. What makes you think you
will be wiser tomorrow than you were
yesterday? The race is not to the swift,
and the colour turquoise is not for the
squeamish.

Love requires constant
attention to detail. The way

CAPRICORN | Dec 22 - Jan 19
to learn about yourself is by
close observation of others,

Jg&
including animals and

birds, and sometimes fish. Your power of
perception should not be directed only at
things, but also at relationships, which
are ever-changing. Love unites the parts
with love. You should not be motivated by
dynamic purposes. The world is divided
between winners and losers, so make
sure you are one of them.

AUNG MYIN KYAW

4™ Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tarmwe township, Yangon.
Tel: 09-731-35632, Email: williameasteldgmail.com



EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand
Road, Yangon. Tel :
251810, 251797, 251798,
251809, 246462, 246463,
fax: 246159

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon. Tel:
515275, 526144, fax:
515273, email: bdootygn(@
mptmail.net.mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,
6 mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 507225,
507251, 507482.

fax: 507483. email:
Administ.yangon(@
itamaraty.gov.br.

Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
566985, 503978, fax:
512854

email: bruneiemb(@
bruneiemb.com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 549609, 540964, fax:
541462,

email: RECYANGON @
mptmail.net.mm

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 221280, 221281,
fax: 227019, 228319

Danmark, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yang7on.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17,
Fax - 01- 9669516

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 222886, 222887,
email: egye mbyangon(@
mptmail. net.mm

France 102, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 212178, 212520,
email: ambaf rance.
rangoun(@ diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke
Aung San Museum Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 548951, 548952,
email: infoldrangun.
diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
St, Yangon.

Tel: 397219, 388412,
email: indiaembassy @
mptmail.net.mm

The Essentials

Yangon. Tel: 254465,
254469, 229750, fax:
254468, email: kukygn @
indonesia.com.mm

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 515115, fax:
515116, email: infold
yangon.mfa.gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing Road,
Golden Valley, Yangon.
Tel: 527100, 527101, fax:
514565, email: ambyang.
mail(d esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 549644-8,
540399, 540400, 540411,
545988, fax: 549643

Embassy of the State of
Kuwait Chatrium Hotel,
Rm: 416, 418, 420, 422,
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe
Tsp, Tel: 544500.

North Korea 77C, Shin
Saw Pu Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 512642, 510205

South Korea 97
University Avenue, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 527142-
4, 515190, fax: 513286,
email: myanmar@mofat.
go.kr

Lao A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
222482, fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab(@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
Tel: 220248, 220249,
email: mwkyangon(@
mptmail.net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. Tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb
[@mptmail.net.mm

Norway, No.7, Pyi Thu
St, Pyay Rd, 7 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp,Yan?on.
Tel: 01 - 9669520 - 17
Fax - 01- 9669516

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Rd,
Yangon. Tel: 222881
(Chancery Exchange) fax:
221147, email: pakistan@
myanmar.com.mm

Indonesia 100,
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Rd,

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Road, Bahan Tsp,

Yangon. Tel: 558149-151,
fax: 558154, email: p.e.
yangon(dgmail.com

Russian 38, Sagawa
Road, Yangon. Tel:
241955, 254161,

fax: 241953, email:
rusinmyan@mptmail
.net.mm

Royal Embassy of Saudi
Arabia No.287/289, U
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp. Tel : 01-536153,
516952, fax : 01-516951

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Rd, P.0.Box No. 943,
Yangon. Tel: 515282,
515283, email: serbemb
(@ yangon.net.mm

Singapore 238,
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 559001,
email: singemb_ ygn(@_
sgmfa. gov.sg

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison 1-A, Kanbae
(Thitsar Rd), Yankin Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel : 01-566538, 566539
Fax : 01-566582

I0M 12th Flr, Traders Hotel,

223, tel: 252560 ext. 5002

UNAIDS Rm: (1223~1231), 12
FL, Traders Hotel. tel: 252361,
252362, 252498. fax: 252364.

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,

Mayangone tsp. tel: 666903,

664539 fax: 651334.

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan

tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.

UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.

UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp. tel: 524022,
524024. fax 524031.

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.tel: 254852,
254853.

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win
Road, Yangon.

Tel: 222812, fax: 221509,
email: slembassy.
yangon(dgmail.com

The Embassy of
Switzerland

No 11, Kabaung Lane, 5
Y2 mile, Pyay Rd, Hlaing
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 534754,
512873, 507089.

Fax: 534754, Ext: 110

Thailand 94 Pyay Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. Tel:
226721, 226728, 226824
Turkish Embassy
19AB, Kan Yeik Thar St,

Mayangone Tsp,Yangon.
Tel: 662992, Fax : 661365

United Kingdom 80
Strand Rd, Yangon.

Tel: 370867, 380322,
371852, 371853, 256438,
fax: 370866

United States of
America 110, University
Avenue, Kamayut Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 536509,
535756, Fax: 650306

Vietnam Bldg-72,
Thanlwin Rd, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 511305
email: vnemb myr(@
cybertech.net.mm

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., Bahan,

tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435,
Kyauktada. tel: 375527~32,
fax: 375552 email: unicef.
yangon(dunicef. org,
www.unicef.org/myanmar.

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., Ward
7, Mayangone. tel: 01-9666903,

9660556, 9660538, 9660398,
9664539, fax: 651334.

email: fo.myanmar(@unodc.org

www.unodc.org./myanmar/

UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3™
floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda

Rd, Mayangone Tsp. tel: 951-

657281~7. Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.

Box 650, TMWE tel: 542911~19,
292637 (Resident Coordinator],

fax: 292739, 544531.

WEFP 37-flr, Inya Lake Hotel,
37, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. tel:
657011~6 (6-lines) Ext: 2000.

WHO 12A FL, Traders Hotel.
tel:250583.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Tsp. Ph: 225258.

FAO Myanma Agriculture

Service Insein Rd, Insein. tel:
641672, 641673, fax: 641561.

591387.

Ministry of Education ¢

407007.

artel: 254563, 370768.

HOSPITALS

Immigration #tel: 286434,

tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports @tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication [MPT] mtel: 067-

¥ Fire otel: 191, 252011, 252022.
#= Police emergency #tel: 199.
#= Police headquarters #tel: 282541, 284764.
% Red Cross #:tel:682600, 682368

Traffic Control Branch #tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication #tel: 591384,

Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept)

Ministry of Foreign Affairs #tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health @tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

Central Women'’s Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital #tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency) #tel: 420096.
Worker’'s Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Emergency Numbers

E& Ambulance #tel: 295133.

Yangon Children Hospital @tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.

Yangon General Hospital (East] #tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.

Yangon General Hospital (New) =tel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) #tel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH] =tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131.
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). #=tel:

285499.

=4 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811.

¥ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] wtel: 382722

=" RAILWAYS
Railways information
wtel: 274027, 202175-8.

FAX : 951-254158

EMAIL : ADVERTISING@MYANMARTIMES.COM.MM

WWW.MMTIMES.COM

General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

=)

Asia Plaza Hotel
YANGON

No. 277, Bogyoke Aung

San Road, Corner of

38" Street, Kyauktada

Township, Yangon,

Myanmar.

Tel : (951) 391070, 391071.

Reservation(@391070

(Ext) 1910, 106.

Fax : (951) 391375. Email :

hotelasiaplazaldgmail.com

Avenue 64 Hotel

No. 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon.

09 8631392, 01 656913-9

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : (951) 546313,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
infoldcloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn

4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut,
tel: 525781, 526872

il

Cdew Sulace Fiotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com

P2 GRAND
D raLacE

HOTEL
M-22, Shwe Htee Housing,
Thamine Station St., Near
the Bayint Naung Point,
Mayangone Tsp., Yangon
Tel : 522763, 522744,
667557. Fax : (95-1) 652174
E-mail : grandpalace(@
myanmar.com.mm

(&) PANDA
— i ete ]

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 -~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
infoldmyanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.
email: enquiry.prygn(@
parkroyalhotels.com
parkroyalhotels. com.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.
www.rwehotel.com

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-mgm.com

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Sweet Hotel
73, Damazedi Road, San
Chaung Tsp, Ph: 539152

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Thamada Hotel
5, Alan Pya Phaya Rd,

Dagon. Tel: 243639, 243640.

Golden Hill Towers
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp.

tel: 558556. ghtower(@
mptmail.net.mm.

Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

MiCasa Hotel Apartments
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.

tel: 650933. fax: 650960.

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.

The Grand Mee Ya Hta
Executive Residence

372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Pabedan Tsp.

tel 951-256355 (25 lines).

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

- f/g.lrc'."_.-f'Jl_'l'.r."ﬂ.._f_-f'.l-
ot Lok, o s

Reservation Office (Yangon)

No-123, Alanpya Pagoda

Rd, Dagon Tsp

Tel :01-255-819~838

Hotel Ayeyarwady

(National Landmark,

Zeyar Thiri Tsp,

Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel :067-421-903,

09-4920-5016
E-Mail : reservation(d
maxhotelsgroup.com

n ROVAL KEUMUGRA HOTEL
(Nay Pyi Taw)

Reservation Office (Yangon)

123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,

Dagon Township

Tel . 951-255819~838

Royal Kumudra Hotel,

(Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel  :067- 414177,
067- 414188

E-Mail: reservation(@

maxhotelsgroup.com

AIR CONDITION

Traders Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

Winner Inn

4?2, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

Yuzana Hotel
130, Shwegondaing Rd,

Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600,

543367

H GREEN
HILL
¥ '\ | HOTEL

No. 12, Pho Sein Road,
Tamwe Township, Yangon
Tel : (95-1) 209299, 209300,
209343, 209345, 209346
Fax : (95-1) 209344

E-mail : greenhill@
myanmar.com.mm

Hotel Yangon

91/93, 8 Mile Junction,
Mayangone.

Tel : 01-667708, 667688.

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

Yuzana Garden Hotel

44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp,
tel : 01-248944

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

FRF4SH

Alr Conditioning Systems
The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day
Zeya & Associates Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P., 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.ac(dfreshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.

freshaircon.com

HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,

09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(d

gmail.com, http://www.

happyhomesyangon.com

BARS

50t Street
9/13, 50th street-lower,
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

EINC
Beer Gallery
Mini Zoo
Karawwssl O Rallar
Green Garden
Beer Gallery Mini Zoo,
Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.




QUICKGUIDE

THE MYANMAR TIMES SEPTEMBER 9 - 15, 2013

he
1IOBG)
BaR
Lobby Bar
PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya

Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp.
tel: 250388.

N
N
Strand Bar 92, Strand
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar.
tel: 243377 fax: 243393,
sales(dthestrand.com.mm
www.ghmhotels.com

¥
crint
Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road,
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011
@gmail.com

ADVERTISING

N,
2 N'TRA
With the most advance technology

No. 52, Royal Yaw Min Gyi
Condo, Room F, Yaw Min
Gyi Rd, Dagon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 09-425-307-717

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SAIL

SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820,
2301195. Email: admin(@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com

*%

g
¥ Spa Paragen
Spa Paragon
Condo B#Rm-106, Shwe
Hinthar Condo, Corner of
Pyay Rd & Shwe Hinthar
St, 6'2Mile, Yangon.
Tel: 01-507344 Ext: 112,
09-680-8488, 09-526-1642.

BOOK STORES

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana

Esthetic

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

Innwa Book Store

No. 246, Rm.201/301, GF,

Pansodan Street [Upper
Block), Kyauktada Tsp.

Tel. 389838, 243216

‘|T La Souwrce
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La Source Beauty Spa (Ygn)
80-A, Inya Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 512380, 511252

La Source Beauty Spa (Mdy)
No. 13/13, Mya Sandar St,
Between 26 x 27 & 62 & 63
St, Chanaye Tharzan Tspya
Mandalay oee™ o
Tel : 09-4440-24498. 2%
La Source Beauty Spa
Sedona Hotel, Room (1004)
Tel : 666 900 Ext : (7167)
LS Saloon

Junction Square, 3rd Floor.
Tel : 95-1-527242, Ext : 4001
wwwi.lasourcebeautyspa.com

‘ MOﬂHMENT
oV

® 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan T/S, Yangon.

Tel: 536306, 537805.

* Room 308, 3rd Flr.,
Junction Center (Maw Tin),
Lanmadaw T/S, Yangon.
Tel: 218155, Ext. 1308.

* 15(B), Departure Lounge,
Yangon Int'l Airport.

¢ /5B, Corner of 26th &
68th Sts., Mandalay.
Tel: (02) 66197. Email:
yangon@monument-
books.com

MYANMARBOOKCENTRE
Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road

and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant),
Ahlone Township. tel:

212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info@
myanmarbook.com

CAR RENTAL

@ Fleet24Seven

Fully maintained operating
leases (self drive)

Left Hand Drive
e Pickup Trucks
e Commercials
e Trucks
o Refrig. Trucks
www.fleet24seven.com

CONSTRUCTION

A
ZAMIL STEEL
B

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

HOT LINE:

P )
959 - 402 510 003

¢ First Class VIP
Limousine Car Rental.

¢ Professional English
Speaking Drivers.

¢ Full Insurance for
your Safety and
comfortable journey

e Call us Now for your
best choice

www.mmels.com

COOPER VALVES

ENTERTAINMENT

~HOLA

Dance Club & Bar
- No.94, Ground Floor,
= Bogalay Zay Street,
™ Botataung Tsp,
== Yangon.Tel: 392625,
= 09-500-3591
“=1 Email : danceclub.
j" hola@gmail.com
: (Except Sunday)

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

World’s leader in Kitchen
Hoods & Hobs

Same as Ariston Water
Heater. Tel: 251033,
379671, 256622, 647813

COOPER

Valves

Exotic Alloys for Severe
Service, Myanmar Sales
Representative
mlwin(@coopervalves.com
www.coopervalves.com

CO WORKING SPACE

COFFEE MACHINE

"\. ¥ is & "1 |
Bi=nATs

I_."\P

illy, Francis Frant:ls, VBM,
Brasilia, Rossi, De Longhi
Nwe Ta Pin Trading Co., Ltd.
Shop C, Building 459 B
New University Avenue

01- 555-879, 09-4210-81705
nwetapintradingdgmail.com

COMMUNICATION

Y¢

International Call.ing Card

No.004, Building (B),
Ground Floor, Yuzana St,
Hignway Complex Housing,
Kamayut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 01-230-4379,
09-731-74871~2
Email : infoldvmg.com
mm,
www.vmgtelecoms.com,
www.ytalk.com.mm

CONSULTING

THURA £ SWISS

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95(0]1 654 730
infodthuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

o
| THE GA

( THE GARAGE
CAFE ARD BAR

No. (), Lane 2

Botahtaung Pagoda St,

Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.

infol@venturaoffice.com,

www.venturaoffice.com

(@ SuPER MEGA

Encineers Grour Co., Lo,

One-stop Solution for
Sub-station, M&E Work
Design, Supply and
Install (Hotel, High Rise
Building Factory

193/197, Shu Khin Thar
Street, North Okkalapa
Industrial Zone, Yangon.
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700
Email: supermega%7@
gmail.com.
WWW.SUpermega-engg.com

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing],
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel : 245543, 09-73903736,
09-73037772.

Mandalay : No.(4) 73rd St,
Btw 30th & 31st St, Chan
Aye Thar Zan Tsp. Tel : 09-
6803505, 09-449004631.

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

project;
Co-Working/Event Space
Affordable & central
projecthubyangon.com
01-1221265.

FITNESS CENTRE

DUTY FREE

Dream Hlorks Limines

Duty Free Shops

Yangon International
Airport, Arrival/Departure
Tel: 533030 (Ext: 206/155)

Office: 17, 2" street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

&

Balance Fitnesss

No 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
balancefitnessyangon.com

MANAWMAYA

HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales(@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

GENERATORS

FASHION & TAILOR

i 8§ ¥sq migfels &

L SFIH SHWE taiLon &
Sein Shwe Tailor, 797
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, MAC Tower 2,
Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,
Ph: 01-225310, 212943~4
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail:
uthetlwin@gmail.com

(&

LLepzrmess
WHAT WE LIVE FOR

Life Fitness

Bldg A1, Rm No. 001,

Shwekabar Housing,

Mindhamma Rd,

Mayangone Tsp. Yangon.

Ph:01-656511,

Fax: 01-656522,

Hot line: 0973194684,

natraysports(dgmail.com

O
UMG

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mti@d
winstrategic.com.mm

BUY SPACE
FORAS LITTLE AS

K.4500

CALL US NOW:

392928,

253642

REALA

No. 20, Ground Floor, Pearl
Street, Golden Valley Ward,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel : 09-509 7057, 01-
220881, 549478 [Ext : 103)
Email : realfitnessmyanmar
([@gmail.com
www.realfitnessmyanmar.com

HEALTH SERVICES

FLORAL SERVICES

+ Asia Pacific
98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon. Tel: 553783,
549152, 09-732-16940,
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

G? TERNAL CALOWERS
FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

High Teoh
L)
*@‘
; i
L v
O IROF OB
One Stop ENT Center
No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon Myanmar.
Tel :(951)9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135
Email :
info@witoriyahospital.com
Website :
www.witoriyahosptial.com

sy

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy(d
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

Innova<ive

DiaDwWDOBTIOCB

24 hours Laboratory &
X-ray
No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar

- (951) 9 666141
Fax (951) 9 666135

COOL
SFEED

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Fl,Lower
Pazuntaung Rd, Pazun
taung Tsp, Yangon.Telefax
: 01-203743, 09-5007681.
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

4 MCOC

24 hours Cancer centre
No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar.

Tel :(951) 9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135

% LEO medicare

o

—
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21. Hour International
Medical Centre @
Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: +951 651 238,

+ 959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
24/7 on duty doctor:

+ 959 492 18 410
Website: www.leo.com.mm
“ One Stop Solution for
Quality Health Care ~

@ 00

=t
ey

Victoria Hospital

No. (68), Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.

L2 (951)9 666141
Fax: (951) 9 666135
Email :
infoldwitoriyahospital.com
Website :
www.witoriyahosptial.com

HOME FURNISHING

Ca_saﬁ_alﬂz

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.
tel: 660769, 664363.

KONCEPT

F U R N I T U R E

Bldg-D, Rm (G-12), Pearl
Condo, Ground Flr,
Kabaraye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 557448.
Ext 814, 09-730-98872.

SMART DESIGNS €0, LD

European Quality

& Designs Indoor/
Outdoor Furniture, Hotel
Furniture & All kinds of
woodworks

No. 422, FJVC Centre,
Ground Floor, Room No. 4,
Strand Road, Botahtaung
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-202063-4, 09
509-1673 E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
www.royalbotania.com,
www.alexander-rose.co.uk

S.B. FURNITURE

No-001-002, Dagon Tower,
Ground Flr, Cor of Kabaraye
Pagoda Rd & Shwe Gon
Dine Rd, Bahan Tsp.

Tel: 544480, 09-730-98872.

INSURANCE

P, Lm_.__-‘}

C_ N

Anees
EXPATRIATE HEALTH
INSURANCE

Tel: [09) 49 58 02 61
thinthinswe(dpoe-ma.com

P Lﬁ[I_.T_-\}
INSUTANEES
RISK & INSURANCE
SOLUTIONS

Tel: (09) 40 15300 73
robert.b@poe-ma.com

LEGAL SERVICE

U Min Sein, BSc, RA,
CPA.,RL Advocate of the
Supreme Court 83/14
Pansodan St, Yangon.

tel: 253 273.
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm
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MARINE
COMMUNICATION &
NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

&

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels &
Cruises Ltd. Governor's
Residence 39C, Taw Win
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 229860

fax: (951) 217361. email:
RTMYGN(@mptmail.net.mm
Www.orient-express.com

SCHENKER

Schenker (Thai) Ltd.
Yangon 59 A, U Lun
Maung Street. 7 Mile
Pyay Road, MYGN. tel:
667686, 666646 .fax:
651250. email: sche
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

OFFICE FURNITURE

&
centure

oflice furntlure

Open Daily

(9am to 6pm)

No. 797, MAC Tower II,
Rm -4, Ground Flr,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar(@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

REAL ESTATE

Aye Yeik Tha Real Estate
Mobile: 09-518 8320,
09-507 4096.

% World Wide
Movers
b-" Myanmar

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Kotz

Kohaku Japanese
Restaurant

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6231

RESTAURANTS

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(d
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Real Estate Agent

Agent fees is unnecessary
Tel : 09 2050107,

09 448026156
robinsawnaing@gmail.com

Three  Six Five

365

Open 24 Hours

Good taste & resonable
price

[dThamada Hotel

Tel: 01-243047, 243639-41
Ext: 32

LE PLANTEUR

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur(@d
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

LOVE
Ble!AT

Thai Boat Noodle

G-01, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).
Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 106

Real Estate Agency

Email : realwin2012@

gmail.com

Tel: 09-732-02480,
09-501-8250

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr(@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

- .
YOMA
-_F I_i't 10T
For House-Seekers
with Expert Services

In all kinds of Estate Fields
yomaestatemm(@gmail.com

Tel : 09-332 87270
09-4203 18133 (Fees Free)

BLACK

3 CANYON
COFFEE

a drink from paradise...
available on Earth
(@Yangon International
Hotel, No.330, Ahlone Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon.

Tel: 09-421040512

Le MonT BLANC
French & ltalian - Comfort Foods
with Chic Style Serving
G-05, Marketplace by

City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext: 105

REMOVALISTS

PAINT

World’s No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

A~

@[?uh]x

lets colour
Sole Distributor
For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8], Myanmar
ICT Park, University Hlaing
Campus, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

= 4| ASIAN TIGERS
MOBILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

BLUEN .

Restaurant & Bar
No.430(A), Corner of
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden
Valley Rd, Building(2)
Market Place (City Mart],
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01—523840?Ext—309],
09-73208079.

monseon

restamrant & bar
yamgar
Monsoon Restaurant
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu
Road, Botahtaung Tsp.
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

BiaTAl

Quality Chinese Dishes
with Resonable Price
(@Marketplace by City Mart.
Tel: 01-523840 Ext.109

g

Cpiase Meg, S

) x

Ocean Center (North

Point], Ground Floor,

Tel : 09-731-83900
01-8600056

£ JOTUN

Jotun paints
Thalssd
TOP MARINE PAINT
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7" Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net. mm

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

Delicious Hong Kong Style
Food Restaurant

G-09, City Mart (Myay Ni
Gone Center).

Tel: 01-508467-70 Ext: 114

PLEASURE CRUISES

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

5 Days, 7 Days, 9 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: infolislandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

+

LL".]L‘I'IEJW Myanmar

L Shippeeg & Logistics Co, Lid
Legendary Myanmar Int’l
Shipping & Logistics Co.,
Ltd

No-9, Rm (A-4), 3 Flr,
Kyaung St, Myaynigone,
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr(@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

A KOBE-YA

Jpaniss BB Restouran

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar
Hospital on Pyay Rd,
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Indian Fine Dining & Bar
Bldg No. 12, Yangon Int'l
Compound, Ahlone Road.
Tel: 01-2302069, 09-431-

85008, 09-731-60662.
sales@corrianderleaf.com

: ’
!!‘ L’'OPERA
Italiagn Resthurant & Bar
Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-730-30755
operayangon{dgmail.com
WWW.operayangon.com

R
The Rily
e e T

The Ritz Exclusive
Lounge

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Ground
Floor, Tel: 544500

Ext 6243, 6244

-

T “Emporia.
The Emporia Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel
Royal Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp. Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6294

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasal,
Tel; 666781,09-503-9139
2. WASABI SUSHI : Market
Place by City Mart (1%
Floor]. Tel; 09-430-67440
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)
Junction Mawtin (CityMart)

UnionBarAndGrill

42 Strand Road,
Botahtaung, Yangon.
Tel: 95 9420 180 214, 95
9420 101 854
www.unionyangon.com,
info@unionyangon.com
www.facebook.com/
UnionBarAndGrill

vl
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L’ALCHIMISTE
Fremck Fine Dming Restamrarns
No. 5, U Tun Nyein
Street, Mayangone T/S,
Yangon.
Tel : 01-660 612,011 22
1014, 09 50 89 441
Email : lalchimiste.
restaurant@gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL
MONTESSORI MYANMAR
(Pre-K, Primary)

55 (B) Po Sein Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon,

Tel: 01-546097, 546761.
imm.myn{@gmail.com

SERVICE OFFICE

(®) VenturaOffice

No. (4], Lane 2
Botahtaung Pagoda St,
Yangon.

01-9010003, 291897.
info@venturaoffice.com,
www.venturaoffice.com

SUPERMARKETS

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road,
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.

City Mart

(Aung San Branch] tel:
253022, 294765.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

Car Rental with English
Speaking Driver.

(Safety and Professional
Services).

Tel : +95 9 2050107
robinsawnaing(dgmail.com

WATER SOLUTION

ﬁ{;«-.‘-hnr Company Limited
Water Treatement Solution
Block (A), Room (G-12),
Pearl Condo, Kabar Aye
Pagoda Rd, Bahan Tsp.
Hot Line : 09-4500-59000

WATER TANK

KOREA HI-TECH

CLEAN

PE WATER TANK

Tel : 01-684734, 685823,
09-7307-6589, 4500-48469.
theone(@yangon.net.mm

WATER TREATMENT

City Mart
(47" St Branch)

tel: 200026, 298746.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart

(Junction 8 Branch)
tel: 650778.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart
(FMI City Branch)
tel: 682323.

@

Commercial scale

water treatment
(Since 1997)

Tel: 01-218437~38.
H/P:  09-5161431,

09-43126571.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

City Mart

[Yankin Center Branch)
tel: 400284.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

A
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ZAWGYI HOUSE

W HN YORE MARKET

CAFE & BouTioue
No. 372, Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, Pabedan T/S,
Yangon. Tel : 01-380 398,
01-256 355 (Ext : 3027)

Email : zawgyihouse(@
myanmar.com.mm

SCHOOLS

=j HORIZON INT'L

§ EDUCATION CENTER
Horizon Int’l School

25, Po Sein Road, Bahan
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795,
551796, 450396~7.

fax : 543926, email :
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

Yangon International
School

Fully Accredited K-12
International Curriculum
with ESL support
No.117,Thumingalar
Housing, Thingangyun
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 578171, 573149
www.yismyanmar.net
Yangon International
School

New Early Childhood
Center

Pan Hlaing Golf Estate
Housing & U Tun Nyo
Street, Hlaing Thar Yar
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 687701, 687702

City Mart
(Myaynigone Branch)
tel: 510697.

(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

City Mart (Zawana Branch)
tel:564532.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

WATER HEATERS

®ARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 01-256705, 399464,
394409, 647812.

City Mart (Shwe Mya Yar)
tel: 294063.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart (Chinatown Point)
tel: 215560~63.
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

R - -
Water Heater

Made in Japan
Same as Rinnai Gas Cooker
and Cooker Hood
Showroom Address

City Mart (Junction Maw Tin)
tel: 218159.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

WEB SERVICES

City Mart (Marketplace)
tel: 523840~43.

City Mart
(78" Brahch-Mandalay)
tel: 02-71467~9.

IKON Mart

No.332, Pyay Rd, San
Chaung. Tel: 535-783, 527705,
501429. Email: sales-ikon@
myanmar.com.mm

Junction Mawtin
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Cor
of Wadan St. Lanmadaw.

Ocean Supercentre
(North Point ), 9 Mile.
Tel: 651 200, 652963.

TRAVEL AGENTS

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd
www.exploremyanmar.com

)
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MSpira

Custom web design
and development.
Scalable, optimized
sites and responsive
design for mobile web.
Facebook apps, ads
and design. Hosting
and domains.
Myanmar's 1< socially
and eco responsible IT
company. Get in touch:
sales@mspiral.com
and 09 7316 2122.
www.mspiral.com

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

VISA & IMMIGRATION

MyanmarVisa

MyanmarVisa.com
Business Visa iRt

Check Eligibility Business
Visa And Tourist Visa

No need to come to
Myanmar Embassy
travel.evisaldgmail.com

ADVERTISING HOTLINE

CALL: 392928, 253642



[&133CLASSIFIEDS

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000.

HOW TO GET A FREE AD

: 01-254158

BY FAX

BY EMAIL : classifiedldmyanmartimes.com.mm, advertisingldmyanmartimes.com.mm

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

BY MAIL :379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.
General
Yankin. Ph : 544594, kaungmyatoo251@ office, Mobile Clinic , relevant matters. both 1
09-500-4993. gmail. com Garments on Hanger regular & express with rave
AKH Family Life Sciences = SPECIAL for Maths : = ONE-STOP Intl Edu | — GOH for Multipack @ expert service. Ph:09- | FLEET 24Seven : Fully
Marketing Groups is the For Int'l School - Grade Centre  Foreign & = Engineering Services  732-11907, Email :aung. maintained operating

business of Medico-
Marketing, FMCG-
marketing, Advertising or
otherwise Promoting the
sale of Pharmaceuticals
Products or Consumer
Products. We are
specializing in direct
pharmaceutical market
ing services & FMCG
marketing services
including of recruiting,
training, organizing
& managing sales &
marketing field forces
in Myanmar. We offer
long-term partnerships
in representing pharma
ceutical companies
or FMCG who wish to
increase their products'
awareness & sales in
markets & the medical
environment in  our
country. Contact:09-516-
9368, 09-4224-86379.

LYNNTECHNO (5-10%
Discounts) Computer
Network, Maintenance
PABX Telephone, CCTV
Camera. Ph: 09-510-
5696, 01-1220150.
1.C.Ssystemsolution (One-
Stop services) Computer
Maintenance, Wireless
Router Confi guration,
Window OS & Software
Installation, Internet &
Netowrk services direct
to the Company, Office &
Home. Available Contract
service. Weekly for Only
Monday. Ph: 09-540-
9712.

(1)MONEY CHANGER
software for Computer
System. Changing one
from another currency.
Buy & Sale Currency
with receipt. Enable to
Show External Display
for daily exchange rate.
LED board not included
(Separate charge For
Upgrade) (2)Travel &
Tour Booking Software.
Ph:09-730-75931, Email:
zinmyintzx@gmail.com

MATHEMATICS : If your
child (Grade 9to 10 from
YIS, ISM, ISY & Yangon
Academy) is difficult to
learn in Algebra 1, 2 &
Geometry, pls contact :
Daw Naing Naing Aung,
B.Com (Q) No. (6),
Thuketa St, Baukhtaw,

IX,X,X1&XIl, Geometry,
Algebra | & II, Calculus.
Tr.Kaung Myat : BE(PE)
Ph-09-731-42020.
OIEC (LMD) IGCSE
results: Eng 90, Maths 92,
Pure Maths 92, Chem 91,
Phy 93 Hp:09-513-9298
IGCSE Foreign & Local
Teacher IGCSE/GCE
'O' (all subjects), BCA,
SAT, IELTS, TOEFL,
Maths Courses, English
Courses, Grammar.
Ph: 09-513-9298.
www. facebook.com/
superstarigcse

IGCSE, Secondary 2,3,4
Physics, Mathematics
B & Pure Mathematics
Practice with 20 years
old questions. Allow
individual or section.
Only 5 students for one
sectin. Near Heldan Sein
Gay Har. Ph: 09-4500-
25213, 524617.

OIEC LMD Students
attend OIEC only and
passed IGCSE/GCE O
Exam with all subjects
As including A* (all
distinctions) at one
sitting. Sec2,3&4 (grade
8, 9 & 10) students also
attend IGCSE at only
OIEC for one year and
passed the exam with
all distinctions. Parents/
guardians who enroll
their children at OIEC
for IGCSE course can
come and see the results
of past IGCSE/GCE O
results. Do youwantyour
child to be one of them?
Hp: 09-732-55281
GUIDE for 2" M.B., B.S
Classes 09-517-3808.
SAYA SAW AUNG
(Ex.A.P),  Chemistry
Classes for Intl School
(sec-levels), IGCSE
Cambridge Int'l AS & A
Level & SAT-2, Ph: 09-
500-5470.

FOR IGCSE (Edexcel
& Cambridge) &
Secondary  students
Regular tuition classes
Home tuition classes
Exam preparation
classes All subjects
available Contact: Tr.
Pyae Phyo Kyaw 09-
508-8683

TR. KAUNG MYAT
(Special for Maths)
BE(PE) For Int'l Courses
Geometry, Algebra | &
Il, Pre Calculus.Ph
09-731-42020 Email:

Local Teacher IGCSE/
GCE 'O’ (all subjects)
www.facebook.com
/ superstarigcse
theinhtikesan01@gmail.
com. 09-732-55281, 09-
513-9298

"SCHOLAR Teaching
Organization" founded
with ME,BE and Master
Degree holder with 12
years experience in
teaching field.Role and
Responsibility: Making
the students develop
problem solvingskills,
critical thinking skills
& 1.Q & E.Q enriching
skills, Int'l Schoo (ILBC,
Total, MISY, ISY, PISM,
Horizon, ISM, network,
CISM, MIS, MLA, ES4E,
DSY RV). All grades, All
Subjects ..... Singapore
MOE Exams (AEIS,
-AEIS exam), SAT,
IGCSE, IELTS, TOFEL..
Tr.Daniel Caulin: 09-
215-0075. Tr.Bryan :
09-4200-70692.
MATHS (home tuition)
Are you need in IGCSE,
GCEO &A,SET1&2
mathematic, | can set up
your ability. Sa YaHenry-
(BE) Ph:09-4210-13498
TUTORING SERVICE :
Secondary I, I, Ill & IV
(Al subjects) IGCSE
(All subjects) All Int'l
School Students. Ph:09-
732-04820, 09-4225-
50085, 09-4201- 05 422.
STUDY Home for
General English (4 skills)
Language from Basic.
Who want to study home
in private time and need
study guide only English
Grammar for children.
Let's join us Now! Ph:
09-4210- 37619

Expert Services

INTERNET Advertising
Do you advertise in TV
or billboards? Facebook
has over 1,000,000,000
users worldwide
everyday and 8,000,000

users in  Myanmar.
We provide Internet
advertising  services

such as advertising
in facebook, Google,
YouTube, YAHOO!, etc.
If you are interested
in advertising locally
or internationally, pls
contact 09-732-55281
MOBILE Container

NUIF

Since 1951

Authorized

MONEY CHANGER

ALWAYS LOOK IN FORWARD CO., LTD.

No. 170, Shwebontha Street, Pabedan Tsp,Yangon. Myanmar.
Ph: 242643, 245107, 09-7300 3101
Email: alif.phoneshop@gmail.com

Z§"’ Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.
VG g 1508 w5

Warmly Welcome..

Our Company Special service...
Rental-Single house, Condominium, appariment,

office and warchouse.
Please Contact us-09-4921 4276, 09-420 114749,

09421 177105, Power7may @gmail.com

Limited : (420/422), Rm
301, 3rd Flr, Corner of
Strand Rd & Botahtaung
Market St, Botahtaung,
Yangon, Tel : 397-974,
299-511, 09- 504- 2810,
09-730- 21041.
AUGUST Engineering
Service (Air-
condition & Electrical)
Installation, Repairing
& Maintenance. Tel:09-
731-10321, 09-312-
68502. Email; aes.
august@gmail.com
AUNG Professional
Translation Professional
Translation from
Myanmar to English
and Englishto Myanmar.
For Translation,
Technological Subjects,
Education, Contract,
Advertising, Movie,
Literature,etc. With
Various Services on
paper, electronic file,
recording and other
relevant matters. both
regular & express with
expert service. 09-
732-11907, 09-730-
82069. Email :aung.
translation@gmail.com
REAL ESTATE We have
Lands for sale suitable
for making Industrial
buildings in large area.
Buyerscan ContactUson
09-4500-59037 (There is
no pay for Agents & Third
party ... Warmly welcome
the buyers)

MSI BOARD P4 Dual
Core, CPU 3.2 ghz
Ram 2 Gb, Hdd 500 GB
VGA 512 MB, DVD RW
(ASUS) Viewsonic 19 ',
UPS Green Tech 650 W.
Ph: 09-4211-11780.

AUDI A 6, Quattro, 2005,
3, 2 L Gasoline Engine,
AWD, Ph: 09-507-3837.

BRAND NEW IPAD 2
16GB (Packing) 1 Year
Full Apple Warranty.
Price: 300000. Ph : 09-
4005-32795.

ASUS A42] Intel Core i7
Ram 4GB H.D.D 500GB
Garaphic 2GB. Price :
480000. Ph:09-501-6694
IPHONE 4S 16GB white
official unlock Lated Full
Paid HD Game/App
installed 99% Like new
original accessories and
packing box (350000 ks)
contact : 09-4224-44494.
IPHONE 4S 16GB white
official unlock Lated Full
Paid HD Game/App
installed 99% Like new
original accessories and
packing box (350000 ks)
contact :09-4224-44494

Aung Professional
Translation Professional
Translation from
Myanmar to English &
English to Myanmar.
For  legal
ation, Technological,
Diplomatic, Contract,
Advertising, Movie,
Literature, etc. With
various services on
paper, electronic file,
recording &  other

translation@gmail.com
(1).HTC Desier VC (98%)
FullAccessories, Box and
Cover (Black) Ks-
160000/- (2). Samsung
Galaxy Sl (99%) Full
Accessories, Box&Cover
(Gray) Ks-310000/- (3.
CDMA 800MHz Sim
Card 73xxxxx / Internet
Ks-250000/- Ph:09-731-

01101.

HOME FURNITURE
(Second hand).
Contact 01-516952,

Email:tztztz78 @gmail.
com

(1)PC ONE SET View
sonic 20" Monitor, MB-
775,CPU-Intel Dual Core
2.8,RAM-2GB,HDD-
500G, Ks.200,000.
(2)Printer  Samsung
Printer 1610 MLwith new
cartridge, Ks.50,000. Pls
call - 09-4200-22649
(1)TOYOTA  MARKII
[1999 Model] [pearl white
2 tones, 2000 Cc] (Trante
Package, PS, PW, AC,
SRS, ABS, NaviTV, CD)
(2)Mitsubishi  Pajero
[2000 Model] [ pearl white
, 3200 Ccdiesel] (Original
TV, Back Cam, PS, PW,
AC, SRS, ABS, Gray
Back Grass) (3) Toyota
CorollaVan [1997 Model,
1500 Cc, White Color]
(GL Extra, PS, 2PW,
AC, Rear Wiper) **Only
40000** Kilometers : CC
/ ---- (4)Toyota Succeed
Wagon [2002 Model,
1500 Cc, Red Color] (TX
G Package, PS, 4PW,
AC, SRS, ABS, Rear
Wiper, Gray Back Grass,
CD Player) CC/---- (5)
Daihatsu Hijet Truck [
2003 Model, 660 Cc ] -
2 Units (AC, PS, 2WD,
Manual Gear/ Auto Gear)
Ph : 09-492-75744

EXCELLENT Creation
Co., Ltd. DVD/VCD/ CD
(Audio & Data) Manuf
acturing. Professional
HD/DV Camera, Rental,
Making, Editing. Video
& Music Production/
Distribution. DVD/ VCD
Duplicating. Maha
myaing Cinema (Insein).
Add: 162-164, Top FlIr,
Pansodan Rd (Middle),
Kyauktada, Yangon. Tel:
254560, 254564.

MYANMAR Language
Guide (For Embassy
family and others) When
you stay in Myanmar,
do you want to ask to
your children to learn
Myanmarlanguage? Call:
095146505 (Christine)

Public Notices

AMERICAN IDOL
(cosmetics) : Now move
to Sea Green Tower:
313/323, 8 FlIr, 9-C,
Cornerof Mahabandoola
Rd & Bo Aung Kyaw St.
Ph: 01-379-828, 09-540-
0411.

leases (self drive). New
left hand drive Pickups,
Commercials, Trucks
& Refrig. Trucks. www.
fleet24seven.com
VIRGINLAND Tours: Visa
Services. Worldwide
Air Ticketing. Worldwide
Hotel Reservation. All
Kind  Transportation
Rental. Inbound & Out
bound Tour Operator.
Tour Guide Services.
Ph: 01-8610252, 09-
512-3793, 09-520-2643
NYAN MYINT THU
Car Rental Service :
Ko Nyan Myint Win
Kyi (MD) - 56, Bo Ywe
St, Latha, Yangon,
Myanmar. Ph : (+95)01-
246551, 01-375284.
Hp:(+95)09-2132778.
il:nyanmyintthu1983@
gmail.com, nmt@nyan
myintthucarrental.
com, colwinkyi@
gmail.com. Web:www.
nyanmyintthucarrental.
com

Want to Buy

APPLE : Macbook Pro,
Macbook Air, iMac, Mac
Mini iPhone 5, 4S, 4,
iPod 5, 4 iPad 2, 3, 4,
Mini Wifi Only & Wifi
+ 4G, Apple TV, Apple
Mouse A.K Mobile Ko
Myo San. No 124, 31
St(Middle) Pabedan. Ph:
09-4500-39844.

USED Or Brand New
Machook Pro , Macbook
Air, iMac, Mac Mini
iPad 4 Wifi Only & Wifi
+ 4G iPhone 5, iPod 5
Samsung S4 HTC One
. Ph : 09-501-6694
CHERRY QQ3 (Taxi).
Pls contact; 09-4211-
31257

WE want to buy Marine
Generator operation and
maintenance manual
books and Marine main
engines operation and
maintenance manual
books(B&W or Yanmar
OrUEC, etc..Pls contact
09-518-4314
EMBASSY of Pakistan
intends to purchase 1 x
car sedan model 2013
automatic (not higher
than 2000 cc) for official
use. Sealed bids are
invited from interested
parties at the following
address:-"Embassy of
Pakistan  Diplomatic
Quarters  Pyay Rd,
Yangon

BUY & EXCHANGE
used Apple Iphone
Samsung HTC Sony
Huawei Used Laptop
notebook Netbook
macbook pro & table
ipad etc.. contact -09-
517-8391.

SUPER CUSTOM :
Model 99,2000. Ph: 09-
518-8320.

USED APPLE IPHONE
Samsung HTC Sony
Huawei Used Laptop
notebook Netbook
macbook pro and table
ipad etc.. contact : 09-
517-8391

Contact us; o9 2050107, 09 4480 26156

Address:

“PRONTO deals directly
with the landlords,
NO MIDDLE MEN"

Every cent you spent for your house rent is 100% secured!

A Leading Real Estate Agent for Expats

P rOr Lo Y 8 nim ar. ComLmim

Room 304, Kandawgyi Tower, near Kandawgyi lake, Tamwe Township, Yangon

Property

HousingforRen

BAHAN, (1)Near Japan
Embassy, 1100 Sqgft, 1
MR, 2 SR, fully furnish
1600 USD. (2). Golden
velley, 1RC,4000 Sqft,
1 MR, 2 SR, 2500 USD.
(3).Golden velley,Than
Lwin road2RC, 6500
Sqft, 3 MR, 6500 USD.
(4).Golden velley, near
ISY school, 2 RC,4200
Sqft, 2 MR, 2 SR, 4500
USD. (5).Pearl condo,
1250 Sqft, 1 MR, 2SR,
1546 USD. (6).Kandaw
gyi Tower, 1500 Sqft, 1
MR, 2 SR, fully furnish
2500 USD. (7).Near
Kandawgyi Park, 1600
Sqaft, 2 MR, 1 SR, fully
furnish 2000 USD. (8).
Near Kan daw gyi hotel,
1000 Sqft, 3 FL,1 MR,2
SR, fully furnish, 800
USD. Ph: 09-4921-4276
(1)DAGON, Royal
Yawmin Gyi Condo,
Sqft 1900, M1-S2-FF, Wifi
Internet, Swimming Pool,
Car Parking, US - 4800.
(2)Royal Rose Condo,
Sqft-900, M1-S1-FF, Wifi
Internet, Swimming Pool,
US-1600, 09-731-69678,
09-310-42325.
KAMAYUT, Near Hledan
Junction, 1400 sqft,
fully furnished & fully
facilitated, no need to pay
agent fee, only foreigners
are welcomed. US$ 1700
per month. Ph: 09-430-
83781.

GOLDEN VALLEY, (1)
Than Lwin St, 5600 Sqft,
5MR, 2 SR, 2 RC, 8500
USD. (2).4200 Sqft,
3 RC, 3 MR, good for
office, 4000 USD. (3).
near ISY school, 1 RC,
4200 Sqft, 2 MR,2500
USD. (4).near ISY
school, 2700 Sqft, 2RC,
1 MR, 2 SR, 2200 USD.
(5).near USA Embassy,
4200 Sqft, 2 RC, 3 MR,
1SR, 7000 USD. Ph: 09-
4201-14749

OFFICE space for rent :
1200 sqft@Orchid Hotel,
9000 sqgft@Orchid Hotel
(City Hall). PIs contact :
01-399930 ext 131, 09-

731-26377, 09-4015-
23218. Add : Orchid
Hotel, 91, Anawrahta

Rd, Pazundaung.
AHLONE, 331 Strand Rd,
Ahlone. It is 3 bedroom
2bathroom, 1900 square
feet, 8th floor penthouse
condominium. $2700/
month. Furnished at
tenant's request.
jasonwongjp@gmail.
com

CONDO, Pho Sein
Condo, 1750 sqft, fully
renovated, 2MBR, 1 BR,
4 aricons, No agent pls.
Owner:09-4480-13139,

09-540-8745.
KYAUKTADA, 194, 33
St (Upper), Service

Apartments: 3rd/ 4/5 Flr.
Fully finished, Furniture,
Air corn & TV satellite.
Suitable to rent for
foreigner. Ph: 09- 730-
94644, 09-731-57992.
SANCHAUNG, Ma Kyi
Kyi Condo, 2400 sqft,
2 MB, 2 BR, 4 AIC,25
Lakhs. Maureen : 09-
518-8320
MAYANGONE, 8 Mile,
MTP Condo, 1500 sqft, 2
MB, 3A/C, Ph. 20 Lakhs.
Maureen : 09-518-8320
CONDO for rent : Near
British Council on Strand
Road, Fully-funished
Condo Excellent River
View 1500 sqft, 1 MB, 2
BR,5A/C, Ph, 25 Lakhs.
Ph: 09-730-60078.
APARTMENT for Leasing
Dagon, Samone St, 3Flr,
139sgm, 1MBR, 1 BR,
4A/C, USD 1800/month,
Fully Furnished Ring:
Colliers int'l Myanmar
on 09-4210-32600 or
09-4210-14128.

NEAR YUZANA PLAZA,
Aung Thapyae St, 1100
square feet, 1 MBR, 2
commonrooms, parque,
floortiles & walltiles, fully
decored and line phone,
2 nd floor. also suitable
for office & foreigners.
ph:09-516-7767, 09-
517-0481, 09-401-

538760
BAHAN, Moe Myint San
Condo, 2400sqft, 5

A/C, Ph, skynet, f.f. 25
Lakhs(2)Pearl Condo,
1500 sqft, p.f, 4 AIC, 15
lakhs. Ph:09-518-8320.
SERVICED Apartments
& Office Accommodation
to rent on behalf of
Landlords. Pls contact :
Ron Chaggar : 09-313-
36099, Hsu Sandi : 09-
4210-14128 at Colliers
International Myanmar
Leasing Department.
OFFICE SPACE for
Rental: Pansondan
Tower, Pansondan
(Central) Block, 1700
Sqft, 2 service lifts, Hall
Type, Monthly Rental
US$ 4000. Ph: 09-731-
54071, 01-514-802,
530-756

HousingforSale

LANDS for sale suitable
for making Industrial
buildings in large area.
Buyers can Contact
Us on 09-4500-59037.
(There is no pay for
Agents & Third party ...
Warmly welcome the
buyers.

LASHIO Ward 12,
2Acres Land including
the main house and
2storey building. In
downtown and Very
Good place forbusiness.
Price: negotiable. Ph:
09-517-1377, 09-515-
8738

MAYANGONE, 8 Mile,
MTP Condo, 1500 sqft,
2 MB, 3 A/C, Ph. 3000

Lakhs. Maureen : 09-
518-8320.
LANMADAW, (25'x50")

12t St, the whole 8 unit
(lift), For Hotel, Education,
Ph: 09-566-1037.
CORNER LAND 36 ft
x 43 ft and house — 1
billionks. (10,000 Lakhs)
(negotiable) - On Insein
Road, near Hledan
(near DaNuPhyu Daw
Saw Yi Restaurant),
Kamayut, a good place
for business. Complete
documentation of
the land, with water,
electricity & 1 landline
phone installed. Ko Ye
: 09-4201-01705. email:
j-xylar@gmail.com
BEACH LAND for sales
- 30 min by boat from
Ngapali in St Andrews
bay - Maung Shwe
Lay village. 3,5 acres
- possible to extend
- suitable for hotel or
private villa. 100 meter
beachfront. Send email
for more information:
edwinbriels@gmail.com
or call 09-731-99668
(English) or 09-4500-
03312

Want to Rent

SANCHAUNG, Ma Kyee
Kyee St, Moe Myint San
Condo: 28' x 75' (2100
sq.ft) 2nd fir. 2 MBR,
2 BR, 4 A.C, water
heater, furnitures. Price
: 23 lakhs. Ph: 09-730-
27267, 09-730-52266.
LANMADAW, 12 St, The
whole 8 unit (lift). For
hotel, education. Ph:
09-566-1037.

NEED SIMPLE HOUSE
with atleast4 bedrooms,
2toilets & if possible, near
to public transportation.
OccupancyinNovember.
Willing to pay 8 lakhs.
Contact Ha Min Shwe
at 09-4201-212 65.
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Employment

EMBASSY ofthe Republic
of Korea is looking for an
efficient employee to
work at Ambassador’s
Residence. The applicant
must be : Good in both
written & spoken English,
self —motivator.
University degree holder,
in  support  service
is required. 2 years
experience in Maintaining
facility. Advantage to
the applicant with the
experience of serving
meal. Qualified male
applicants are strongly
encouraged to apply. Pls
sendupdated CV, recently
taken photographs,
educational documents
with cover letter to No.
97, University Avenue,
Bahan no later than 15
September 2013. For
more information, pls
feel free to contact 01-
527142~144 during office
hours.

IOM Intl Organization for
Migration is seeking(1)
Field Assistant in
Community 2 posts
in Hline Bwe, Kayin
State: High School
Graduate  (University
degree in preferable).
1 year in with UNS &
NGOs in humanitarian
or development projects
in Kayin State. Fluent in
Myanmar & Kayin. (2)
Senior  Programme
Associate - Primary
Health Care in Yangon :
Medicaldegreeormasters
degree in medicine,
health sciences, public
health, or similar field.
2 years of experience
in project management
& administration. Pls
submit an application
letter and an updated CV
with a maximum length
of 3 pages including
names & contact details
of 3 referees (copies
of certificates & further
documents are not
required at this stage)
to Int Organization from
Migration (IOM) Mission
in Myanmar - Yangon
Office, 318-A, Ahlone
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Email: hryangon@
iom,int, Closing date : 9
September 2013.

IOM Intl Organization
for Migration is seeking
Community Facilitator
in  Mawlamyinegyun,
Ayerwaddy: Must have
a client-oriented & resullt-
orientated mindset &
uphold the programme

valuesof caring,
innovating, partnering,
demonstrating compe

tence & working for
positive change. 2 years
progressively responsible
experienceinworkingwith
commu nity based health
programs with an INGO,
LNGO, UN agency. Ability
to undertake travel out of
Mawlamyinegyun town to
villages. Pls submit CV to
IOM Missionin Myanmar -
Yangon, 12th FIr, Traders
Hotel, 223, Sule Pagoda
Rd, Yangon, Email:
iomyangon@iom.int, Tel:
252560, 254008

Ingo Positions

MYANMAR RED Cross
Society is seeking(1)
Training Officer (Water
Safety) 1 post in Nay Pyi
Taw (HQ) with frequent
travel to program area:
High school level & must
finish Water Safety (TOT)
Training with Grade-A.
2 years experience in
training or other related
field. (2)Resources
Mobilization  Officer
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw:
Bachelor's degree.
Experience in Marketing
over2years. (3) Commu
nity Based First Aid
(CBFA) Officer - 1 post
in Sittwe: Bachelor's
degree of Health or
other relevant degree.
Experience in related
field. Experience and/or
knowledge in Red Cross
CBFA methods & tools,
community preventive
health care & basic life
support/ advanced first
aid. Effective English

language skill. Computer
knowledge. (4)VatSan
Project Coordinator -
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw:
Relevant university
degree. 5 years
experience in water,
hygiene & sanitation
field. Computer literacy.
Excellent in English Pls
send application letter,
CV & related documents
to Myanmar Red Cross
Society Head Office,
Yazathingaha Rd,
Dekkhinathiri,NayPyiTaw.
Or mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com.

THE INT'L HIV/AIDS
Alliance is seeking
to hire a driver to be
based in Yangon :
Excellent knowledge &
experience indriving and
car maintenance. Major
responsibilities & tasks :
Driving according to the
daily defined schedule.
Regular cleaning and
maintenance of the
Alliance vehicle. Make
deliveries as requested.
Complete the daily
mileage & fuel record
book. Conditions of
work: Full time position.
The driver will be
expected to work a shift
system. Pls forward CV
tothe Executive Director,
Int'l HIV/AIDS Alliance :
12/F, Pyi Thu St, 7 miles,
Mayangone, Yangon or
admin@alliance.org.
mm & ao.alliancemm@
gmail.com by 19

September 2013.
MEDECINS Sans
Frontieres - Holland

(AZG) is seeking Field
Administrator 1 post in
Sittwe, Rakhine Project:
University Degree. Good
computer skills (Microsoft
Office). Reasonable
level of English. Working
experience in  book-
keeping or administrative
position. Pls  send
application letter, CV &
passport photo, copies
ofeducation qualifications
& references to: HR
Coordinator, MSF-
Holland/ AZG (Yangon
Coordination), 59, Aye
Yadanar St, Thirigon
Villa, Thingangyun,
Yangon. Closing date :
16" September 2013.

WORLDVISIONMyanmar
is seeking(l) Area
Development Program
Manager (Re-Open) in
Thayetchaung, Coastal
Region: University
Bachelor Degree in
Social Studies & Masters
Degree in Development/
Public  Administration/
Business Administration/
Policy Studies would be
an advantage. 5 years
experience. Competent
in use of Microsoft Office.
Excellent command of
Myanmar & English &

excellent  knowledge
in report writing. (2)
Program Finance
Coordinator (Re-Open)
in  Chauk, Magway
Region & Tarchileik,
Shan (East) State

Konkyan, Shan (North)
State : Any graduate in
Accounting/ Finance or
related subject. 3 years
experience in the field of
finance in commercial or
public institutions. Good
knowledge ofcomputerize
accounting. Abllity to
communicate in English
& Myanmar effectively.
(3)Design, Monitoring
& Evaluation Facilitator
in South Dagon,
Yangon: Any graduate.
Competent in use of
Microsoft Office. 2 years
of progressive experience
in project programming
&  monitoring.  Pls
submit resume to HR
Department, World
Vision Myanmar : (18),
Shin Saw Pu Rd, Ahlone,
Sanchaung PO or send
to myajobapps@wvi.org
Closing date : September
11, 2013.

WORLD VISION
Myanmar is seeking(1)
Community Develop
ment Facilitator (Food
Program) (Re-Open) in
Konkyan, Shan (North)
State & Chauk, Magway
Region: University
Bachelor Degree in
any discipline. Prior
experience of working in

community development

preferred. (2)Cashier
cum Bookeeper (Re-
Open) in Seikphyu,
Magway Region &
Konkyan, Shan (North)
State): University
Bachelor Degree in

accounting/ finance or
related subject. 2 years
experience as Cashier or
in the field or finance and
administration. Working
knowledge of Microsoft
Word & Exce. (3) Design,
Monitoring & Evaluation
Facilitator in South
Dagon, Yangon : Bachelor
University Degree in any
discipline. Competent in
use of Microsoft Office
computer programs
including Word, Excel &
Power Point. 2 years of
progressive experience
in project programming
& monitoring.
(4) Community
DevelopmentFacilitator
inDagon Seikkan, Yangon
University Bachelor
Degree in any discipline.
Working experience in
community development
or related field in 1 year.
Competent in used of
Microsoft Word. Good
command of Myanmar
& English. Pls submit
resume (clearly identify
the post you apply) by
post to HR Department,
World Vision Myanmar
or in person to applicat
jon drop-box at (18),
Shin Saw Pu Rd; Ahlone,
Sanchaung PO or send
to myajobapps@wvi.org
Closing date : September
11, 2013.
MEDECINS Sans
Frontieres - Holland
(AZG) is seeking Project
Head Mechanic 1
post in  Maungdaw,
NRS Project, Rakhine
State: Higher education
in car mechanics. 2
years experience
in car mechanics.
Proven experience in
supervising and training
staff. Excellent command
of English. PIs send
application letter, CV,
passport photo, copies of
education qualifications
& references to: HR
Coordinator, MSF-
Holland/ AZG (Yangon
Coordination), No.59,Aye
Yadanar St, Thirigon Villa,
Thingangyun, Yangon.
Or through rakhine-esd-
recruiting@oca.msf.
org, Closing date : 12
September 2013.
SOLIDARITESisseeking
(1)Civil Engineer
Supervisor - 1 post in
Kanpetlet, Chin State:
Civil Engineer Degree
(B.Tech or BE) & 3
years of professional
experience in  civil
engineering (especially
in Cash for work activity).
Experience in Chin State
will be an added value.
Practice of engneering
software (e.g. AutoCAD).
(2)Agriculture Supervi
sor in Myebon,
Myanmar: Agriculture
degree & 2 years of
professional experience

in  INGO. Specific
technical knowledge
in paddy cultivation
& farming systems
in  Rakhine region.

Good level in English
& computer skills. (3)
Construction Manager
in Sittwe: Civil Engineer
Degree; B.Tech (Civil)
or B.E (Civil). 3 years of
professional experience
in INGO. Knowledge of
the Rakhine State. For
all posts : Good level
in English. Excellent
computer skills

(compulsory) & skill in
AutoCAD (optional) is
an asset. Pls submit
application (CV, cover
letter, references) by
hand to the attention
of:  Solidarites Int'l
office, Yangon : 44A,
Tharyarwaddy Lane,
Bahan, Yangon). Youcan
also send application by
email to: hr.solidarites.
mm@gmail.com,
Closing date: for (1)
15.9.2013. (2) 16.9.13.
(3) 19.9.13

FOOD & Agriculture
Organization in seeking
(1)National  Project
Manager - 1 post in
Myikyina (Kachin State)
with extensive travel to
the field & occasionally
to Yangon: (2)
Livelihood Monitoring
& Evaluation Specialist
- 1 post in Sittwe,
(Rakhine State) with
extensive travel to the
field & occasionally to
Yangon: A university
degree in agriculture
environ mental science,
deve lopment or other
related fields is desired;
Fluency in Myanmar
& excellent working
knowledge of English.
(3) National Consultant
- Agronomist Junior 1
postinMyitkyina, (Kachin
State), with extensive
travel in Kachin State
as required: Advanced
university degree in
Agronomy or a related
field & a minimum of
years of experience
in agriculture sector.
Specific  experience
in Kachin State
would be preferable.
Proven experience in
emergency  project.
Excellent command of
Myanmar & English.
Knowledge of local
language is an asset.
(4)National Consultant
- Agronomist 1 post
in Sittwe, (Rakhine
State) with extensive

travel in Rakhine
State as required:
Advanced university
degree in Agronomy

or a related field &
10 years experience
in agriculture sector.
Specific experience in
Rakhine State would
be preferable. Proven
experience in post
disaster situations.
Excellent sommand of
Myanmar & English.
Knowledge of local
languages (Rakhine,
Bengali) is an asset.
Master office software
packages as well as
statistical software
(i.e. SPSS). PlIs submit
(Myanmar  Nationals
application in working,
clearly indicating on the
sealed envelope the
Post Title & Duty Station,
to FAO Representation
in  Myanmar [Attent
ion: Asst: FAO
Representative (Admini
stration)]. Seed Division
Compound, East Gyo
Gone, Insein, Yangon.
Closing date: 10
September, 2013.

MYANMAR RED Cross
Society is seeking(1)
Monitoring & Reporting
Officer - 1 post in Nay
Pyi Taw: 3 years of
relevant experience. (2)
Finance Officer - 1 post
in Sittwe : CPAorB.Com/
B.Accounting, LCCI Il
(or) other equivalent
accounting degree. High
level of computer skillsin
MS Excel & MS Office.
3 years professional
experience in finance
& accounting field.

Experience in preparing
monthly, quarterly &
annual financial reports.
(3)PMER Coordinator -
1 post in Nay Pyi Taw:
Bachelor's degree. For
all posts Effective
English language skill &
Computer knowledge.
Pls send application
letter, CV & related
documents to Myanmar
Red Cross Society Head
Office, Yazathingaha
Rd, Dekkhinathiri,
Nay Pyi Taw, Or
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com

Local Positions

INTERNATIONAL
developer & construction
company is seeking
. Senior consultant
(full-time or part-time)
: be familiar with the
Rangoon land and
real estate market; be
familiar with the process
of land and real estate
transactions; familiarwith
the relevant government
land development,
construction & trading
of relevant laws and
regulations; have
certain contacts and
relationship with YCDC
andgovernment; fluentin
English communication
skills, speaking
Chinese is preferred.
development manager
and sales manager. Job
requirements: familiar
with  Rangoon traffic
route and real estate
market; understand the
relevant government
land and property
transactionsrelated laws
and regulations; familiar
with land transaction and
leasing, at least more
than one year working
experience in real
estate company; fluent
in English or Chinese
communication  skills
Contact : 09-4500-
11027, 09-8634099,
01-667618, email:
braver2013ww@gmail.
com

HOANG Anh Gia Lai
(HAGL) is seeking
(1)Senior Finance
Manager 2 post : Master
degree or Certificated
professional accounting
(CPA) or ACCA. 5 years
of experience.Age under
45. (2) Accountants: 10
posts : B.Com or LCCI
Level 3 or equivalent
qualification. 2 years of
experience. Age under
35. (3)import & Expert
Executive - 3 post :
University graduate. 3
years experience. Age
under 40. (4)Sales &
Marketing Manager - 2
post : Graduated from
University of Accounting
or in relevant subjects.
5 years of experience.
Age under 45. (5) Sales
& Marketing Executive
- 10 posts: University
graduage. 3 years of
experience. Age under
40. (6)Lawyer - 2 post:

University  graduate
in relevant subjects.
Sufficient knowledge

in Investment Law,
Property Law. 3 ~ 5
years experience in
relevant job. Age under

40. (7)Translator
- 1 post: University
graduate. Excellent
translation  skill. 3

years experience. (8)
Receptionist - 1 post:
University graduate. 2
years experience. (9)
HR Executive 1 post:
University graduate. 2
years experience. For
all posts Fluent in

Dear Valued Customers,

Please be advised that iSHOKA Indian

Restaurant will temporary be closed with effective
from 1 September 2013.
Reopening date will be announced later.

Thank vou for your patronage over the vears.
The Ashoka Management

English. Pls send CV
witharecent photograph
(4x6cm), a cover letter
in English & copies of
qualification certificates
to Hoang Anh Gia Lai
Myanmar  Company
Ltd : 192, Kabaraye
Pagoda Rd, Bahan,
Yangon, Myanmar,
Email: mayphyu.hagl@
gmail.com; sandar.
hagl@gmail.com. by 16"
September 2013.

OURS is a Dubai based
Construction Company

opening  office in
Yangon is looking
for smart Managers

who has 8 to 10 years
Managerial Experience
in a Construction related
Business. Also require
experienced Civil
engineers, Forman
&  Supervisors  for
construction. Technical
qualification in Civil
engineering will be an
added advantage for all
posts. Excellent salary
& benefits for right
candidates. email details
to eurovarghese@
hotmail.com or ph.09-
732-34659.

ARADIOGRAPHER with
B.Med. (Radiography)
with some experience
is urgently required at a
private clinic in Lashio.
Salaray + commission
+ housing facility will
be provided. Interested
candidate can enquire at

09-502-6602.

WE are looking for
qualified Driver for
personal vehicle of

Diplomat who lives in
Pun Hlaing Golf Estate.
The applicant must
have 3 years of driving
experience without
any criminal case and
non-smoking. For more
information, pls contact
01-527142~144 during
office hour.

DATABASE Technician
1 post : BCSc. BE (IT)
or Any graduate with IT
Diploma or Equivalent
to Diploma in IT field
(Microsoft Office,
Photoshop etc) and
Dip. or Certificate holder
of Database Training
(Microsoft Access and
SQL Database). At least
3 years experience
in IT field. (Database
experience in Staff Data.
Time sheet, Payroll,
etc. is preferable)
Self energetic & good
communication  skill.
Interested candidates
can apply the CV with 3
recentphotos, Education
and other qualifications
certificates, Recommen
dation letters  from
previous employer(s),
NRC card, Labor
registration card Police
station recommendation
& family member
card. Closing date:
15" Sept 2013. United
Engineering Co., Ltd.
Corner of Wayzayantar
& Yadana Rd.,
Thingangyun, Yangon,
Tel:  (951) 571878,
571877, 57132
SECRETARY - M/F 1
post : Any graduate,
Proficient in Microsoft
office, Certificate holder
of Secretarial Courses
is preferable, Good
command in English is
an added advantage,
Good personality with
strong communication
skill, Sound experience
as Secretary to
BOD in a medium to

large company. Pls
submit an application
letter with updated
resume detailing your
experience, knowledge,
skills, expected salary,
together with 2- referees
and other supported
documents to HR .
And pls refer to HR for
the details. Swe Swe
Aung - HR Manager,
Organization: Myanmar
Offshore Ltd : 77, Pyi
Htaung Su Avenue Rd,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon, Ph:
09-731- 89577
INTERNATIONAL
developer & construction
company is seeking (1)
Senior consultant (full-
time or part-time) : Be
familiar with the Yangon
land & real estate
market, Familiar with
the process of land and
real estate transactions,
Familiar ~ with  the
relevant government
land development,
construction & trading
of relevant laws &
regulations, Have
certain contacts &
relationship with YCDC
& government, Fluent in
English communication
skills, speaking
Chinese is preferred. (2)
Development manager
& sales manager
Familiar with Yangon
traffic route & real estate
market, Understand the
relevant government
land & property
transactions  related
laws & regulations,
Familiar  with  land
transaction and leasing,
atleast more than 1 year
working experience in
real estate company,
Fluent in English or
Chinese communication
skills. Contact: 09-4500-
11027, 09-863-4099.

D SERVICE (Myanmar)
Co.,Ltd. We are JV with
Denso (Thailand) &
specializedinfuelinjection
pumps & air cons. We
are looking for a position
for Sales & Marketing
(Automobile & Marine
parts):Experienced

require. Must speak
English. Contact : Aung
Htun Oo : 01 240363,

240373, 09-731-91492.
Email: aunghtun.oo@
gmail.com

REQD. URGENTLY
in  Limited Foreign
Company, salary as per
experiences & market
standard. Designation:
GM orAVP. Experience:
14+ yrs. Age: No bar
Salary: Asperindustry
standards. Nationality:
Indian(Preferred) /

Other with  English
Speaking & Writing
Skills.  Responsibility:

Todevelop Commodities
Trading to Myanmar.
Competencies:  Must
have experience
of dealing in Bulk
Commodities. Preferably
import into Myanmar.
Note:The candidate will
not from agri — trading
background (eg. dealing
in Rice, beans, pulses
etc.) Contact details: 09-
500-2025, 01-371374,
371375, 393227, Email
ID: zmtcool@gmail.com,
jyoti.b227@gmail.com,
jyoti.b227 @rediffmail.
com

YOUNG Investment
Group is looking for
Executive Secretary
- F 3 Posts Any
graduate plus M.B.A or
M.P.Aor D.M.Aiis prefer.

Experience in 2 years
in related field. Must
be Good personality.
Prefer well experienced
in secretarial field.
Proficient in the use
of Microsoft office &
English 4 skills. Good
interpersonal skills and
presentational  skills.
Young Investment Group
Co., Ltd : 647 (A), Pyay
Rd, Kamayut. Ph : 01-
526626, 01-512528.

INTER group of
companies is an
int'l management

consulting company is
looking for Data Entry/
Document Control
F 1 post : Any graduate
or equivalent degree

holder, Efficient to
extend new market
with sale target, DTP,
Good interpersonal,
pleasant personality
and co-ordination
skills, Self-motivated,

team-oriented & able
to multi-tasks, Able to

work independently,
organized, process-
oriented & able
to work under
pressure, Computer
literate, Excellent

communication skills in
Myanmar & English. Pls
submit detailed (CV)
in person or by email,
stating you're current &
expected salary, date
of availability, reason
for leaving & a recent
passport photo to 7(D),
1st FIr, 6 miles, Pyay
Rd, Hlaing, Yangon,
Tel: 09-731-0 5353, 09-
731-05340 Email: hr@
icononline.net .
FOREIGN manufacturing
company in Myanmar is
lookingfor(1).Translator
: Secondary education or
above, Fluent in English
or Chinese. We pay good
remuneration & benefit.
Interested candidates,
please send full resume
& salary expected to
belows email address
for interview. antony.
sui@universal72.com.
hk antony.emc@gmail.
com EMC Manufacturing
Co., Ltd.

SUMMIT Parkview Hotel
is seeking (1). Duty
Manager (Front Office)
- M/F 1 Post : Graduate,
2 years experience,
Proficiencyinthe English,
Good communication
skills, Leadership skills
& Problem solving.
Computer literate. (2).Sr.
Sales Executive/Sales
Executive - M/F 3 Posts
: Graduated, Must have
relevant knowledge and
experience in Hotel
Sales & Marketing field.
Proficiencyinthe English.
Computer literate. (3).
HR Assistant - M/F
1 Post : DBA/ DHRM,
Graduate, 2 years
experience in HRM field.
Proficiencyinthe English.
Computer literate. (4).
Receptionist - M/F 3
Posts : Age under 25,
Proficiencyinthe English.
Computer literate. (5).
Porter / Driver - M 3
Posts : 1 year in related
field is more preferable,
Good ability to speak in
English. Pls submit an
application letter, C.V
with a recent photo,
copies of NRC & Labour
Registration card,
Educational Certificate
& others testimonials to
HR Departmentnot Later
than 15 September,
2013.

14th September 2013.

Chief Engineer
Job requirement :

Nogk,rwbhE

Golden Hill Tower

Vacancy Announcement (Urgent)

The following job vacancy is available and the qualified applicant may
submit an application to HR Department of Golden Hill Tower, not later than

(1) post (M)

Strong leadership skill.

BE (Mechanical/EP) is preferable.
Proficient in English four skills.
Being familiar with automation systems of the hotel is desirable.
Minimum 5 years experience in the similar role.

Excellent interpersonal & communication skills.

Able to work under pressure.

No.24-26, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, Bahan T/S, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 558 556. Please contact to : Ms.Zopari (Sr.HR Manager)
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NAY PYI TAW

Nothing but ‘love’ for Ghina’s
SEA Games help

SU HLAING TUN
hsuhlainghtun.mcm(@gmail.com

MYANMAR will owe China nothing
but “love” for the technical assistance
it is providing for the opening and
closing ceremonies of 27" Southeast
Asian Games in December, according
to U Yan Naing Oo, director general
of the Ministry of Culture.

Chinese technicians will assist in
the choreographing and planning of
the SEA Games opening and closing
ceremonies that bookend the 11-day
regional sporting event. Some of the
technicians aiding Myanmar helped
arrange the spectacular opening cer-
emony at the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

“We don’t need to pay China for
their technical support. There is no
‘give and take’ and there are no ties
because their assistance is pure good-

will,” said U Yan Naing Oo, speaking
to a press conference in Nay Pyi Taw
on September 2.

“China is our good friend who
gives us a hand when we really need
it. It is just love that we have to pay
back to them”

China will also provide technical
equipment for the ceremonies, in-
cluding projectors, LED lights and an
audio system.

A spokesperson from the Chinese
Embassy in Yangon said that the final
figure on the cost of the assistance
was still unknown.

“At the 27" SEA Games, we will
use technology that will create an
unprecedented performance for the
Myanmar people,” said film director
Zinyaw Maung Maung, who is work-
ing with the Ministry of Culture on
the ceremonies.

While expectations for the open-
ing and closing ceremonies have
risen given China’s support, there are
concerns that assistance from Myan-
mar’s massive neighbour will influ-
ence the opening and closing ceremo-
nies, normally used as a showcase for
the host country’s traditional culture.

But U Yan Naing Oo said that
people should not worry and that
the “firm footing” of Myanmar cul-
ture would ensure it was not lost or
diluted.

In addition to the opening and
closing ceremonies, an official from
the Chinese government said China
has provided training equipment for
Myanmar athletes and sent 28 Chi-
nese coaches to Myanmar to aid in
preparation. Over 200 Myanmar ath-
letes have also travelled to China for
training. - Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Myanmar dominates pre-SEA Games karate event

KYAW ZIN HLAING
kyawzinhlaing91@gmail.com

NAY Pyi Taw’s Wunnathehti Indoor
Stadium on August 28 and 29 hosted
a two-day karate invitational tourna-
ment that pitted competitors from
five nations against each other.

The event was aimed at provid-
ing Myanmar’s karate team with
a measure of international experi-
ence ahead of the 27" Southeast
Asian Games, which Kkick off in the

capital on December 11.

The invitational event saw 24: en-
trants from Myanmar test their skills
against 62 competitors from Malaysia,
Thailand, Vietham and Laos. Myan-
mar’s athletes claimed a haul of 7 gold
medals, 6 silvers and 7 bronzes, ahead
of Thailand (t3 gold, 3 silver and 6
bronzes), Malaysia (3 gold, 3 silver and
2 bronze), Vietnam (1 gold, 1 silver and
5 bronze) and Laos, which won one
silver and 2bronze medals.

Myanmar won gold medals in the

75-kilogram, 61kg, 60kg and 55kg
and also took golds in the kata men’s
team and female individual events.

Myint Maung Maung, who won
the 55kg kumite event, told The My-
anmar Times,”

“I was able to study the strengths
and weaknesses of my opponents.
I'm ready for the SEA Games and
have been practicing hard.”

“I want to dedicate my gold med-
al to my mother.

- Translated by Zar Zar Soe

SYDNEY

A

Australia’s Fawad Ahmed (C) celebrates with teammates Shaun Marsh (L) and Shane Watson (R) on August 31 in

MADRID

Real Madrid’s Gareth Bale deal is back
say spending has gone too far in a tim

crisis and with the football au-
thorities trying to crack down on
reckless spending, Real Madrid’s
incredible outlay of a reported
101 million euros (US$133.5 million)
for Gareth Bale to many seems ab-
surd.

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger

described the bid as a “joke”, whilst
new Barcelona boss Gerardo Mar-

tino claimed it showed “a lack of

respect” given the current economic
climate.

However, Bale’s signing is merely

the latest in a string of “galactico”
signings Real president Florentino
Perez has made during two spells in
charge of the club aimed at simultane-
ously boosting Madrid’s success on the
field and commercial revenue off it.
Deloitte’s latest Money League re-
port showed that Real had become
the first football club to generate more

N a time of general economic

again in the financial results for the
next two seasons as new and improved
shirt sponsorship and kit supply deals
with Fly Emirates and Addidas worth
29 and 31 million euros a year respec-
tively take effect.

Real have now topped the charts
when it comes to club earnings for
eight consecutive years and age-old
rivals on the field Barcelona have be-
come their closest competition as the
Catalans’ own commercial revenue
boom has seen them occupy second
place for the past four years.

Barca’s revenue for 2011-12 was
483 million euros, but what is strik-
ing is just how far ahead the Spanish
duo are from their competition on the
continent.

English champions Manchester
United come closest (395.9 million)
but are more than 100 million eu-
ros behind Real, whilst Champions
League holders Bayern Munich are

England. Photo: AFP

than 500 million euros a year, whilst
Forbes ranked Los Blancos as the most
valuable sports team in the world last
month with an estimated value of

nearly 150 million euros back (368.4
million).

Madrid and Barca’s advantage
comes from the fact that they are able

No heer logo for Muslim Ahmed

CRICKET Australia has agreed to
a request by Muslim leg-spinner
Fawad Ahmed not to wear the spon-
sorship logo of beer brand VB be-
cause of his faith’s ban on alcohol.

Pakistan-born Ahmed, who be-
came an Australian citizen in July af-
ter his application was fast-tracked,
did not have the brewer’s logo on his
shirt during his international debut
in last week’s T20 matches against
England.

Mike McKenna, Cricket Austral-
ia’s executive general manager for
operations, said on September 2 the
player first raised the issue when he
was selected for the Australia A tour
of Britain in June.

“Fawad expressed discomfort with

the conflict this created for him, due
to his religious beliefs,” he said.

“Cricket Australia and Carlton
United Breweries (CUB) are respect-
ful of Fawad’s personal beliefs and
have agreed with his request to wear
an unbranded shirt.

“CUB have been a long-standing
partner of Australian cricket for
more than 17 years and Fawad was
thankful for their understanding of
his personal situation.”

South African batsman Hashim
Amla, also a Muslim, is another
player in a similar situation and has
been permitted not to wear the logo
of Cricket South Africa sponsor Cas-
tle, a beer company, on his Kit.

The sensitive issue also reared

up in English football with striker
Papiss Cisse pulling out of New-
castle United’s pre-season tour this
year, saying he was not prepared to
promote the club’s sponsors, money-
lending company Wonga.

But the Senegal international has
since donned a Newcastle shirt fea-
turing the logo after talks with the
club and Islamic teachers.

Ahmed, whose rapid rise has
made him a hero to some in Aus-
tralia’s immigrant communities, im-
pressed in his second T20 match for
Australia on Sunday, returning three
English wickets for 25 runs.

His performance was timely af-
ter he took none for 43 on his debut
during the first T20 last week. — AFP

US$3.3 billion.
Indeed in 2011-12 Madrid’s income
rose by 7 percent to 512.6 million euros

with commercial revenue - the sector

to benefit most by big name signings -
growing by 9pc.

That figure will rise significantly

‘It doesn’t bother me
as long as the club
that is buying has
the money to pay for
it.
Michel Platini
UEFA president

to sell their domestic television rights
individually, rather than the collective
selling of rights that is the norm in
England, Italy or Germany.

As a result the duo receive around
140 million euros each, nearly half of
the overall rights received by Spanish
clubs. This explains why, whilst Real
and Barca possess the top two places,
there is no other Spanish team named
in the Deloitte’s top 20 compared
to England’s seven, Italy’s five and
Germany’s four.

Unlike the Bundesliga, La Liga is
also not particularly fan-friendly when
it comes to ticket prices. However,
while other Spanish clubs have under-
standably noted a dip in attendance
during the financial crisis, the signifi-
cant tourist traffic Real and Barca at-
tract have allowed them to continue
selling out while charging top dollar



ed by hooming revenue, but critics
e of economic downturn

Worryingly from a competitive
point of view on the field, FFP is there-
fore likely to allow the rich to get rich-
er and prevent those further down the
chain from competing.

Each of the last six Champions
League finals have contained one of
Barca, United or Bayern, whilst Barca
have reached six consecutive semi-
finals and Madrid the same stage in
each of the last three years.

Perez is hoping Bale can be the fi-
nal piece to finally get Real over the
line to their 10*" European Cup.

Should he do so, the Welshman
will have gone a long way to repay-
ing the club’s faith in him, and will
also help Madrid’s money making
machine continue to surge ahead of
the rest. - AFP

prices for individual games.

And due to their revenue, Real are
unlikely to be put off future transfers
like Bale due to UEFA’s Financial Fair
Play (FFP) regulations.

Rather than the established or-
der of big clubs with huge revenue
streams, FFP is likely to be more of
a challenge for nouveau riche clubs
such as Manchester City who posted a
record-breaking 237 million euro loss
in 2010-11.

“It doesn’t bother me as long as the
club that is buying has the money to
pay for it. If Real Madrid had bought
three players for 30 million euros
no one would have said anything,”
UEFA president Michel Platini told
French newspaper L’Equipe last week,
speaking of Bale’s transfer.

Most expensive football transfers

Real Madrid secures 24-year-old Welshman Gareth Bale
for an unconfirmed world record fee

Tottenhamn to Real Madrid (2013)
Gareth Bale )

Manchester United to Real Madrid (2009)
Cﬁ'islialgn
onaldo
(POR) %4

Juvenius o Real Madrid (20071)
zi%%dine 75
idane
{FRA)

miillions of
auros

Naples to Paris SG (2013)
Edinson
Cavani
(URL)

* estimate

Ground-and-pound: Ashley Byrne (top) of Australia and Trevor Kristof-
fer of the United States fight on August 31 during the MMA World Series at
Yangon's Thuwunna Stadium. Photo: Kaung Htet

Nadal admits Federer US Open
clash may never happen

RAFAEL Nadal believes that facing
Roger Federer at the US Open might
have to remain just wishful think-
ing after the worrying decline of the
Swiss superstar continued in New
York last week.

Federer, the winner of a record 17
Grand Slam titles, fell to Spanish 19"
seed Tommy Robredo 7-6 (7/3), 6-3,
6-4 in the fourth round, his earliest
exit from the US Open in 10 years.

It also doomed hopes for a poten-
tial quarter-final match with 12-time
major winner Nadal in what would
have been the first meeting of the
pair’s 31-match rivalry at Flushing
Meadows.

“To be honest, it’s going to be great
if we were able to play a final because
I felt that in our rivalry for so many
years we were able to play in all the
best scenarios, stadiums, around the
world,” said Nadal, who reached the
quarter-finals with a 6-7 (4/7), 6-4, 6-3,
6-1 win over Philipp Kohlschreiber.

The two men have played four
finals at the French Open, three at
Wimbledon and one at the Austral-
ian Open.

“We played the rest of the finals
in the Grand Slams. So probably the
rivalry deserves to have that match

here in the US Open on the biggest
court in the world,” added Nadal.

“But it didn’t happen. That doesn’t
mean it cannot happen in the future.
We'll see. Hopefully. But is true that
we are getting older, so the chances
are less today than five years ago””

Nadal is only 27 but Federer has
already turned 32.

Federer had made 36 consecutive
Grand Slam quarter-final appear-
ances before being upset by Ukrain-
ian Sergiy StakhovsKky in the second
round at Wimbledon this year, hav-
ing not departed a major before
the last eight since the 2004 French
Open.

The September 2 defeat also
made this the first year since 2002
that he has not made a Grand Slam
final.

It came out on Louis Armstrong
Stadium where he had not played
since 2006 as organisers relegated
him from the showpiece Arthur Ashe
arena following a four-hour rain sus-
pension to the day’s schedule.

Nadal, the US Open champion
in 2010, took his 2013 record to 57
wins against just three defeats and
his perfect hardcourt form to 19 vic-
tories since his return in February

from a seven-month injury layoff.

As he looks forward to a clash
with Robredo for a semi-final spot,
he insisted that he had never got
caught up in the hype surrounding
a potential match-up with Federer.

“For two times we were one point
away [from meeting in New York].
But it is always the same, no? You
[the media] make the confrontations
before the draw.

“When the draw is coming and in
the first round you always talk about
quarter-finals. To be in the quarter-
finals you need to win four matches.
That’s not easy for anybody.”

Robredo, meanwhile, defeated
Federer for the first time in 11 meet-
ings and believes it would be foolish
to write off the former world num-
ber one, who has now sunk to seven
in the world, his lowest level for
more than a decade.

“Roger, when he was number one,
compared to the Roger right now, he
doesn’t maybe have the same confi-
dence,” said Robredo.

“Obviously he’s the same player
and he plays unbelievable, but I
knew that if I had a few more chanc-
es, maybe he will have a little bit of
doubt.” - AFP

Roger Federer plays a forehand to Tommy Robredo at the US Open on September 2 in New York City. Photo: AFP
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TROSLAV Klose and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo stole the
limelight on a busy night
of World Cup qualifying
fixtures on September 7
that saw several European nations edge
closer to a place at the finals in Brazil.

Veteran Klose set Germany on the
way to a 3-0 win against neighbours
Austria which keeps them firmly in con-
trol of Group C, while Ronaldo netted a
hat-trick as Portugal came from behind
to triumph 4-2 in Northern Ireland.

Reigning world champions Spain
eased to a 2-0 win in Finland, while
Ttaly are just one more victory away
from qualifying for the finals after a
1-0 defeat of Bulgaria in Palermo, but it
was not all plain sailing for the big boys,
with the Netherlands having to scram-
ble to draw 2-2 in Estonia.

Germany were far too strong for
Austria in Munich with the 35-year-old
Klose setting them on their way with
the 68™ international goal of his career.

That saw him equal Gerd Muel-
ler’s German record for the most goals
scored for his country, before Bayern
Munich pair Toni Kroos and Thomas
Mueller got the other goals for the hosts
on the night.

Germany are now five points clear
of Sweden, who won 2-1 in the Repub-
lic of Ireland with Johan Elmander and
Anders Svensson getting their goals
after Robbie Keane had put the home
side in front.

“We did our homework, we knew
how Austria would play and we took
the sting out of them,” said Germany
coach Joachim Loew, whose team will
qualify on September 10 if they win in
the Faroe Islands and Sweden fail to
win in Kazakhstan.

Portugal are still two points clear of
Russia at the top of Group F, but having
played a game more, after winning an
eventful game in Belfast.

In a match that featured three red
cards, Northern Ireland twice led before
Real Madrid man Ronaldo scored three
times in 15 minutes late on to move him
above the great Eusebio in his country’s
list of all-time leading scorers on 43.

On the road to Brazil

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo (L) scores against Northern Ireland in Belfast on September 6. Photo: AFP

Russia had earlier swatted aside
group whipping boys Luxembourg
4-1, with Alexander Kokorin of Dyna-
mo Moscow scoring a brace, to keep
automatic qualification in their own
hands.

Spain are now three points clear at
the top of Group I with just two games
remaining after Jordi Alba and Alvaro
Negredo struck either side of half-time
in Helsinki while France, in second, saw
their goal drought continue with a 0-0
draw in Georgia.

“It was a very difficult game because
they were very compact and we found
it difficult to find spaces,” Spain boss
Vicente del Bosque admitted afterward.

Italy’s single-goal win against Bul-
garia in Sicily means they need only
beat the Czech Republic on Tuesday
to book their ticket to Brazil from
Group B.

Behind them, the race for second

and a prospective play-off berth re-
mains open, particularly after Armenia
won 2-1in the Czech Republic.

The Netherlands saw their perfect
record in Group D come to an end,
however, in their 2-2 draw in Estonia.

Arjen Robben put the Dutch ahead
early on, but a stunning double from
Konstantin Vassiljev turned the game
on its head and the Oranje needed a
last-gasp Robin van Persie penalty to
spare their blushes.

Meanwhile, England took control of
Group H thanks to their 4-0 defeat of
whipping boys Moldova which featured
a brace from Manchester United’s Dan-
ny Welbeck.

England lead the section on goal dif-
ference from Montenegro, who drew 1-1
in Poland, with Ukraine a further point
back in third.

Ukraine hammered hapless San
Marino 9-0 and England must go to

UKraine on September 10 without Wel-
beck, who is suspended.

“The booking for Danny Welbeck
has overshadowed the night, that’s for
sure;,” England manager Roy Hodgson
said.

Elsewhere, Belgium are on the brink
of qualifying from Group A after a 2-0
win in Scotland coupled with Croatia’s
11 draw in Serbia left them five points
clear at the summit.

Also in that group, Real Madrid new
boy Gareth Bale was an unused substi-
tute as Wales lost 2-1 in Macedonia.

Switzerland are still four points
clear of Norway atop Group E despite
a remarkable 4-4 home draw with Ice-
land, for whom Johann Gudmunds-
son scored a hat-trick, while Group G
leaders Bosnia-Herzegovina lost 1-0 at
home to Slovakia, allowing Greece to
join them there with a 1-0 win in Liech-
tenstein. — AFP

Sydney

Streaker jailed for Australian match
dash

A man who disrupted the final game of
the State of Origin rugby league series in
Australia by running naked onto the field
for a dare was jailed for three months on
September 5.

New Zealander Wati Holmwood was
sentenced for streaking in front of 83,000
stadium fans and a television audience of
4.2 million during the final moments of
July’s Origin decider in Sydney.

His lawyers argued for a non-custodi-
al or suspended sentence but magistrate
Christopher Longley imposed a jail term
for the flasher, who also streaked during
a club rugby game in 2011.

Yangon

Women'’s national team opens
AFF Championship

Myanmar will open the ASEAN Football
Federation Women’s Championship
when they take on Laos on September
10in Yangon looking to avenge last
year’s heartbreaking penalty kick loss to
Vietnam.

Myanmar has drawn into Group B
for the first stage along with Laos, the
Philippines, Indonesia and Japan (U23).

Group A includes Australia, Thailand,
Malaysia, Jordan and reigning champion
Vietnam.

Myanmar will face the Philippines on
September 14, Indonesia on September
16 and Japan (U23] on September 18.

- Kyaw Zin Hlaing, translated by Zar
Zar Soe

Seoul

S Korea says impractical to share
Games with North

South Korean organisers of the 2018
Winter Olympics on September 4
rejected the idea of sharing the skiing
events with North Korea as unrealistic.

The organising committee in Pyeo-
ngchang, the host city 180 kilometres
(112 miles) east of Seoul, said in a state-
ment that holding skiing events on both
sides of the border would be unrealistic
for legal and logistical reasons.

The statement came a day after
North Korea's International Olympic
Committee (I0C) member Chang Ung
suggested that the North's Masik ski
resort could host some Olympic events.

Masik resort is one of North Korean
leader Kim Jong-Un’s pet projects. - AFP
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FOREIGN INVESTMENT (31/7/2013) (BY COUNTRY) ( US $ in million )

Permitted Enterprises Permitted Enterprises

Particulars Particulars

Approved Amount No. Approved Amount

1 China 49 14188.829 33.04 23 | Germany 2 17.500 0.04
2 Thailand 66 9979 443 23.23 24 Republic of Liberia** 2 14.600 0.03
3 | Hong Kong 52 6404.213 14.91 25 | Denmark 1 13.370 0.03
4 | Republic of Korea* 79 3018.205 7.03 26 | Cyprus ! 5.250 0.01
5 | Uk* 40 045,434 709 27 | Macau 2 4.400 0.01
6 Singapore 90 2358 946 5 49 28 Switzerland 1 3.382 0.01
7 | Malaysia bt 1034.785 2.41 29 | Bangladesh 2 2.957 0.01
8 | France 2 469.000 1.09 30 | lsrael ! 2.400 0.01

) 31 | Brunei 3 4.273 0.01
9 | Vietnam*** 6 511.186 1.19

) 32 Sri lanka 1 1.000 0.00
10 | India 9 283.100 0.66
Total 584 42950.866 100.00
1 Japan 36 273.423 0.64
Source: Union of Myanmar Chambers of Commerce and Industry (August 30, 2013)

12 | The Netherlands 7 249.136 0.58
13 | USA 15 243.565 0.57 Foreign Investment (By Sector)
14 Indonesia 12 241.497 0.56 4% 2% 3%
15 | The Philippines 2 146.667 0.34 H Power
16 | Russia Federation 2 94.000 0.22 E Oiland Gas
17 | Australia 14 99.246 0.23 B Mining
18 | Austria 2 72.500 0.17 ® Manufacturing
19 | Panama 2 55.101 0.13 M Hotel and Tourism
20 | United Arab Emirates 1 41.000 0.10 i Real Estate
21 | Canada 16 41.883 0.10 Other Sectors
22 | Mauritius 2 30.575 0.07

Source: Union of Myanmar Chambers of Commerce and Industry (August 30, 2013)
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A closer look at

SIM City

Ross Cormack, senior representative for Ooredoo Myanmar, speaks to
The Myanmar Times’ Tim Mclaughlin about his company’s future in Myanmar

There is a sense in Yangon that
Telenor is ahead of Ooredoo

in rolling out its plans for
Myanmar. Where does Ooredoo
stand as of today? Do you feel
as though the company is in any
way behind? Is there a sense

of urgency given the numerous
deadlines that the Myanmar
government has laid out?

We are on track to meet our
obligations within the timeframe
the Myanmar government has
laid out, and certainly don’t

feel in any way behind Telenor

in terms of our progress made

to date. Our management team

is focused on establishing our
business and ensuring that we
will deliver the best possible
experience and a wide range

of life-enriching services to the
people of Myanmar. Ooredoo is
very experienced in rolling out
telecoms networks in emerging
markets and we are using this
experience and best practices here
in Myanmar.

Following up on that, at the
moment it seems any mention
of the Myanmar telecoms
seems to pit Telenor against
Ooredoo. How accurate is this
description? Is there much
interaction between the two
companies? Are there thoughts
that you may have to cooperate
in some capacity in the future?
We believe that competition is
healthy for our industry and
both MPT and Telenor will be
strong competitors of Ooredoo.
We also see competitors as
potential partners as there are

many ways that we can work
together to reduce costs and
improve efficiencies for the benefit
of consumers. We welcome the
chance to work constructively with
the incumbent and other telecoms
operators to develop a world

class next generation network in
Myanmar for the benefit of all.

The Telecoms Bill passed
parliament on Tuesday. This

is obviously key legislation for
Ooredoo. Have you had the
chance to look at the law? If you
do you have any opinions on the
law?

A: We are yet to have the
opportunity to review the draft
bill but look forward to having

the opportunity to do so shortly.
We think the development of the
industry and the establishment of
a stable legislative environment is
critical to the long-term success of
the telecoms sector in Myanmar.
We continue to be encouraged by
the progress the government has
made and will continue to support
the country’s transformative
advancements.

‘When Ooredoo was announced
as awinner in June, there was
some anti-Muslim sentiment
that was expressed across
social media and perhaps most
notably in an article published
by The New York Times. Is

this something Ooredoo is
concerned about?

There are cultural sensitivities
associated with any multinational
company like Ooredoo entering

a new market and this particular
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issue is a risk which affects both
the country and international
investors as they work to support
and advance the development

of Myanmar. Ooredoo does not
get involved in politics in any of
its markets and our focus is on
providing the best experience for
the people of Myanmar. We are
excited about the opportunity

to grow and develop alongside
the people of Myanmar as we
introduce our life-enriching
services to the country. m

Ooredoo is one of two foreign companies bringing increased mobile phone
connectivity to Myanmar.. Photo: Staff
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Unlocking the

country’s economic

potential: the four keys §&=

Consultants from McKinsey and Company outline four key economic requirements

DOAN NGUYEN
HANSEN,

FRASER THOMPSON ,
NANCY SHAH,
LUKAS STREIFF

NVESTORS from around

the world are looking at

Myanmar’s economy with

interest. The CEOs of many
multinational corporations flocked
to Nay Pyi Taw in June for the World
Economic Forum gathering, anxious
to explore the potential for growth
and new business opportunities. But
how big is that potential likely to
be? The answer depends, of course,
on how Myanmar manages its
ambitious transformation agenda.
If well managed, it is possible the
economy could quadruple to over
US$200 billion by 2030, creating 10
million new jobs and lifting as many
as 18 million people out of poverty.

This transformation will be far

from easy to achieve. The nation
embarks on its journey with some
important advantages - its abundant
natural resources, its location at
the heart of one of the world’s most
dynamic regions, and the current
wave of interest from investors
and international goodwill. But
these advantages will count for
little unless Myanmar gets all the
fundamentals right. It needs to
reassure international investors that
the political system and economic
management are stable and there

is clear rule of law. It needs to
invest heavily in its infrastructure,
education and vocational training
systems, without which the nation
could be short of 13 million skilled
workers by 2030.

This is already a demanding
reform agenda. However, it can
be argued that Myanmar should
also give special attention to four
other major shifts that could be the
keys to unlocking its full economic
potential: a structural pivot towards
manufacturing; a move from rural
communities to cities; the need
to leapfrog to a digitally - enabled
economy; and a move from isolation
to connectivity with the global
economy.

Myanmar needs to reduce
the overwhelming dominance
of agriculture if it is to fulfil its
economic growth potential. While
other Asian economies have moved
away from agriculture, a sector that
accounts for only 12 percent of GDP
in Thailand, and 10pc in China,
in 2010 it still generated 44pc of
Myanmar’s GDP. Agriculture tends
to be one of the least productive
sectors in most economies and the
fact that it accounts for so much of
Myanmar’s economy explains why
average nationwide productivity is
so low.

In a year, the average worker
in Myanmar adds only $1,500 to
the economy, some 70pc less than
in other Asian countries where
many small-scale and subsistence
farmers have already moved into
higher-paying jobs in growing

A farmer at work in a village near Yangon. Photo.: The Myanmar Times

VESTMENT

manufacturing and services sectors.
If properly supported, Myanmar’s
manufacturing sector could grow
to around $70 billion by 2030 and
create up to 6 million new jobs - by
far the highest potential of any
sector according to analysis by
McKinsey.

This is not to say that agriculture
should be neglected - quite the
opposite. For agriculture to be
Myanmar’s second - largest sector
in 2030, a productivity revolution
is needed to boost yields, increase
quantities of higher value crops
- and raise farmers’ incomes.
Increased investment in irrigation
systems, farm machinery, transport
and cold-chain infrastructure, and
farm management systems will all
be critical.

The second shift - from rural
communities to cities - will be an
inevitable consequence of economic
development and Myanmar needs
to be prepared. If Myanmar achieves
its economic potential, we estimate
that about one-quarter of the
population will live in large cities
with more than 200,000 people
by 2030, double the share today.
Myanmar’s large cities alone would
be home to 10 million more people
compared with 2010 - the equivalent
of two new cities the size of Yangon
or 10 new cities the size of Mandalay.

By 2030, the number of large
cities is likely to increase from 10
to around 25. To cope with this
huge potential influx of people,
Myanmar’s cities are going to have
to invest heavily in infrastructure. To
reach the standard of infrastructure
that we observe in other Asian
economies, we estimate that close
to $146 billion, comprised of $121
million in investment cost and $25
million in maintenance, will be
necessary.

Rural areas, too, will need much
improved infrastructure not only
to support their communities but
to get produce to market in the
nation’s growing cities and for
export. Overall, Myanmar needs
to invest around $320 billion in
infrastructure between now and
2030. Of this total, $180 billion is
likely to be needed in real estate,
$80 billion in water and utilities,
and $60 billion in transportation.

The third vital shift we believe
is necessary is a technological one.
Myanmar needs to fully capitalise
on the digital age that is helping
other developing economies to grow
faster than ever before. Effectively
using the internet, broadband and
mobile communications could
help Myanmar to leapfrog from
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Pedestrians stroll through downtown Yangon. Photo: Staff

today’s under-developed economy

to a modern, technology-enabled
economy. Today, the banking
network and retail sector are
limited. By moving straight to online
banking and e-commerce, Myanmar
could avoid the time and cost of
building numerous physical banking
branches and stores. Using the
internet and mobile phones could
also help Myanmar to provide health
care, education and government
services to millions of people in
remote areas relatively quickly.

Technology could be a powerful
tool for combating poverty and
achieving inclusive growth.

Again, large-scale investment will
be necessary. We estimate that
$45 billion is needed to put the
necessary telecommunications
infrastructure in place. Ooredoo,
one of the winners of the recently
awarded telecommunications
licence, expects to invest up to

$15 billion over the next two years
and has committed to providing
at least one free access point in
public schools, universities, libraries,
and hospitals, and to setting up 15
mobile health clinics by the end of
2016.

Finally, Myanmar needs to
reconnect to the global economy
through trade, investment and
people. It cannot go it alone. It will
need international investors to help
meet the very large investment
challenge that it faces. Taking all the
pieces of the economic development
jigsaw together, Myanmar needs
$650 billion by 2030, of which
some $170 billion will need to come
from abroad - and not just for
hard infrastructure such as roads,
ports and telecoms but in soft
infrastructure such as skills through
vocational programs and on-the-job
training.

Companies coming to Myanmar
have much to offer in the training
arena. Telenor, another winner of
the telecommunications licence,

recently announced that it will be
adding 1000 in-house jobs in the
country and setting up a formal
training academy similar to one
the company currently operates
in Thailand. To attract the foreign
investment it needs, Myanmar needs
to put in place a targeted strategy
and develop an environment that
is explicitly business-friendly. We
see three priorities: establishing
and embedding rule of law;
developing a level playing field that
limits preferential treatment for
domestic firms; and simplifying and
standardising processes to make it
easier for companies to do business.

Although foreign investors
will need to play a considerable
part, the remaining $4:80 billion
of investment needed will have
to come from domestic savings.
To mobilise those savings, which
Myanmar’s Asian neighbours have
seen as crucial to fuelling growth,
will require a much stronger and
broader banking system.

This is a monumental agenda
with many challenges. But
if Myanmar delivers on the
fundamentals and simultaneously
drives these four shifts, it could
achieve one of the most rapid
economic transformations the world
has seen. Seize the day and this
could be Myanmar’s moment. m

Doan Nguyen Hansen is a
partner at global management
consultancy McKinsey &
Company. Fraser Thompson is
a senior fellow at the McKinsey
Global Institute. Nancy Shah
and Lukas Streiff are McKinsey
consultants. They are among
the authors of the new report of
the McKinsey Global Institute,
Myanmar’s moment: unique
potential, major challenges. /t
is available at: mckinsey.com/
insights/asia-pacific/myanmars_
moment
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Filling the void

While Myanmar’s large, low-cost labour base has made it attractive for
manutacturers, the country lacks workers capable of filling skilled positions.

TIM
MCLAUGHLIN

timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

LACK of high-level
management skills in
Myanmar is creating
major problem for
foreign companies looking to
recruit local talent.

As demand for management
level workers increases, human
resources is now the top concern
for companies alongside the
country’s aged infrastructure,
uncertain legal frameworks and
continued conflicts.

The ASEAN Business Outlook
Survey 2014 published this month
by the American Chamber of
Commerce found that 71 percent
of the 475 business leaders
from US companies investing in
ASEAN were dissatisfied with the
availability of trained personnel.
Myanmar had the highest level
of dissatisfaction within the 10

nation bloc.

The World Economic Forum’s
2013-2014 Global Competitiveness
Report released on September 4
listed an inadequately educated
workforce as the fourth most
problematic factor for doing
business in Myanmar. In “extent of
staff training” Myanmar ranked 146
out of 148 countries surveyed, ahead
of only Burundi and Mauritania.

“The biggest constraint is going
to be human resources,” said Tina
Singhsacha, chief representative
of multi-national finance company
Standard Chartered Bank in
Myanmar which opened its Yangon
office in February 2013.

“What is more worrying is when
local companies share with me that

they have [similar] trouble,” she said.

Myanmar’s higher-level education
system has been crippled by the
previous military regime, which
shuttered universities and choked
off funding, diverting much of it to
the country’s defence budget.

Traditionally hotbeds for political
unrest and uprising, universities
faced strict regulations and closures

imposed by the government as
it looked to limit students from
congregating.

Yangon University, once a
prestigious education hub in
Southeast Asia, was systematically
dismantled by the government
beginning in 1962, when the
university’s student union
was demolished government
troops. Only this year did the
government announce plans to
allow 300 undergraduates to
return in December. Another 300
undergraduates will be offered
places at Mandalay University.

In addition to the fractured
education system, many Myanmar
nationals with the means to
leave the country did so, opting
to take jobs and look for better
opportunities abroad.

While Myanmar’s large, low-
cost labour base has made it
attractive for manufacturing,
particularly in the consumer goods
and garment industries, and has
been highlighted by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) as one
of its strengths, the country lacks
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Young men check vacancy announcements as at an employment agency in

Yangon. Photo: Thein Tun Oo

those capable of filling skilled
positions. There is now a sense
that Myanmar is filled with team
players, but team leaders are a rare
commodity.

Ms Singhsacha’s concerns were
echoed by Bob Ellis, a partner at
professional services company
KPMG based in Thailand.

“That is right up there with
our biggest challenges,” said Mr
Ellis, commenting on the difficulty
of finding skilled employees.

KPMG opened its Yangon office in
November 2012.

Mr Ellis said that while many
Myanmar staff hired by KPMG were
“very diligent and eager to learn’,
most lacked the experience to put
their degrees and sKills learned in a
classroom to practical use”.

In the short term, companies have
looked to recruit Myanmar nationals
living abroad, hoping the country’s
reform process and economic
potential would help lure them back
to their home country. The policy
has worked for some companies.

Conglomerate General Electric,
which has also cited difficulties In
Myanmar finding adequate high-
level employees, appointed U Zaw
Win (Andrew Lee) as its Chief
Country Representative in Yangon.
U Zaw Win was raised and educated
in the United States.

“Myanmar people want to come
home if the conditions are right,”
said Ms Singhsacha, who added
one of Standard Charterer’s key
employees is a Myanmar national
who returned from Singapore. m
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Human Rights Watch senior researcher Lisa Misol
aiscusses key questions as to whether potential investors
should remain cautious about doing business here

FIONA MACGREGOR

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

As Myanmar opens up to
foreign investors after decades
of sanctions, what are the
positive things that investors
can contribute to in terms of
improving human rights here?
The influx of investment in
Burma [the name used by Human
Rights Watch] carries many
serious risks, but there are also
opportunities for companies to
improve human rights practices
and help advance needed changes.
For example, we've urged the
foreign companies that won a
major telecommunications tender
to press the government to bring
the country’s laws into line with
international standards. This
would be beneficial for business
and for society, since legal reforms
would help the companies avoid
complicity in abuses such as
illegal surveillance and censorship
while also protecting the right to
free of expression and privacy in
Burma.

‘What are the most important
human rights issues anyone
looking to invest in Myanmar
needs to be aware of?

Each company needs to evaluate
the particular risk profile it
might face in Burma. That said,
some of the key issues that
businesses need to consider
include poor rule of law; major
disputes over land ownership and
tenure; government disregard of
community concerns in approving
investment projects, which in
turn generates tensions and
protests; ongoing repression,
including government crackdowns
on protestors; weak labour
protection; abuses by public
security forces; the considerable
economic role of the military

and other vested interests; and
pervasive corruption. In some
areas of the country, sectarian
violence or ethnic armed conflict
are additional factors that raise
human rights risks.

Are there certain types of
business that I should avoid
entirely if am concerned about
human rights?

Some of the most sensitive
investments are in the so-called
extractives sector, which refers to
oil, gas and mining activities, as
well as large-scale infrastructure
projects. These have frequently
been associated with serious
abuses in Burma and remain
major flashpoints for controversy.

Are there businesses that may
seem innocuous, but have a
human rights toll that might
not be immediately obvious? If
so, how can would-be investors
address that?

Land-grabbing is one of the major
human rights problems in Burma
today, so businesses that acquire or
use significant tracts of land can be
embroiled in human rights abuses,
for example if they lease or buy
land that was previously seized
illegally. Plantation agriculture
and tourism are two of the sectors
that come to mind, and that most
people would not expect to be
risky. What businesses need to

do is very carefully assess if there
are any land disputes and either
commit to resolving them fairly, if
that is possible, or decline to move
forward. They also need to be
transparent about their actions so
that local communities and others
can raise any concerns before they
boil over.

As a small-to-medium business
owner considering investment
here, what are the most
important things I can do to
ensure I help improve human
rights rather than contribute to
abuses?

All businesses that are considering
investing in Burma, no matter their
size or industry, should conduct
“human rights due diligence”
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An area near the controversial Myitsone dam. Photo: Boothee

expectations from their home
governments, the institutions

that provide financing or support
(which can include private banks or
international financial institutions
such as the World Bank) and the
public at large. A global company’s
reputation and its access to funding
and insurance are potentially on
the line. This should give these
companies an added incentive

to carry out human rights due
diligence, so they can avoid a
backlash later. We also call on home
governments and international
financial institutions to mandate
that companies undertake human
rights due diligence for projects
receiving support, particularly

in a high-risk environment such

as Burma, as an essential step

to identify and address possible
problems before they arise.

Lack of community consultation,
consent or benefit in government-
approved investment projects is
indeed a major risk factor in Burma.
Affected communities have no
effective means to secure adequate

are concerned about repressive
laws and tactics, which potentially
expose them to complicity in
abuses. And they should act with
the utmost transparency, for
example by publicly reporting on
their risk assessment for their
projects in Burma, as well as their
policies and procedures to address
human rights issues, and inviting
comment.

There are some major
international investors in
Myanmar who simply do not
prioritise human rights. How
can I compete with them while
ensuring the integrity of my
own business?

Responsible investors, no matter
what country they are from,
recognise that running roughshod
over community concerns, worker
rights and other human rights
issues is ultimately very costly.
Several major investment projects
are on hold or have experienced
delays, as well as incurring

huge added expenses because

‘Running roughshod over community concerns, worker rights and other human rights
issues is ultimately very costly” - Lisa Misol, Human Rights Watch

This refers to carefully assessing
the potential human rights risks,
determining whether they are
avoidable, and then developing a
plan to prevent abuses and deal
with any problems that might
nevertheless arise. The process can
be fairly simple or very complex,
depending on the situation. But
it needs to be taken seriously and
should be done at the outset - to
inform the decision of whether to
invest - and kept up-to-date if the
investment goes forward.

I work for a multinational
company and have been asked
to look into Myanmar as a
potential market: What are
the key human rights issues
affecting Myanmar in particular
that I need to take into
consideration?

Burma presents many
opportunities, as well as pitfalls,
for potential investors. For
multinational companies, an
added issue is that they often
face certain requirements or

compensation or to ensure that
the government uses the proceeds
to promote socio-economic
development and reduce poverty.
‘When people seek to stand up for
their rights by staging peaceful
protests against investment projects,
the government frequently responds
with abusive tactics, including
arresting and prosecuting them
under repressive laws. A growing
number of protesters have been
sentenced to jail time in recent
months.

Faced with this situation,
companies need to take
concrete steps to avoid harming
communities. They should conduct
due diligence to understand the
risks and seriously weigh if the
proposed project can be carried
out responsibly. They also should
undertake thorough consultations
with affected communities to
seek to understand and address
potential points of friction on an
ongoing basis. Companies also
should engage with the Burmese
authorities to make clear that they

of protests over land rights and
environmental concerns.

Looking around the country,

it seems almost inevitable that
somewhere along the supply
chain businesses will end up
purchasing goods or services
from a company that does not
meet international human
rights standards. Does that
mean it is simply not a good idea
to invest in Myanmar just now
or is it acceptable to have lower
standards at this stage of the
country’s development?

One of the major challenges for
investors is that many of the
established local businesses are
private companies that established
a foothold thanks to close ties to
the country’s military. A number of
them have been linked to alleged
corruption, money-laundering,
sanctions-busting and other illicit
activities as well as human rights
abuses. Investors need to carefully
vet potential partners (including
suppliers). They can also take an

~

www.mmtimes.com 6

active role to encourage responsible
practices through their value

chain, such as by including human
rights provisions in contracts and
monitoring compliance.

So what is the best way to vet
candidates?

There is no single source businesses
can consult to know which potential
partners to avoid. The United States
government maintains targeted
sanctions on certain individuals and
companies it has linked to abuses or
corruption, but unfortunately it has
not kept its list up-to-date. Foreign
companies often consult their home
governments seeking information
on local companies. They tend to
overlook other informed sources,
including lawyers and non-
governmental organisations that
work with communities, who will
often know whether companies
have been the subject of complaints.
In this case, too, being transparent
makes good business sense: If

an investor is willing to publish

the names of its local partners
(including suppliers), as well as its
human rights policies, members

of the public or informed outside
observers can follow up to share any
relevant concerns. Being ethical and
forthright can pay real dividends for
companies operating in high-risk
environments, as they are better able
to overcome suspicion, build trust
and successfully engage in long-term
success.

This is a frontier market and 'm
keen to start business sooner
rather than later. Can I not just
start business operations now
and address human rights issues
once my business is established?
Deferring action on human

rights risk is a strategy that can
backfire - and badly. The time

to start thinking about human
rights is before an investment
decision is made, as part of the
overall assessment of a potential
project. That allows a company
to make an informed decision
about whether to move forward.
It also gives the company an
opportunity to set up adequate
safeguards to avoid human rights
problems and develop a robust
approach to deal fairly with any
issues that do arise. m
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[s the flood of FDI dollars sweeping anyone off their feet?

Global brands are making deals, profits are soaring and the country’s GDP is surging. But with all the fuss in the media about “the new
Myanmar”, how is the gold rush playing out for the average citizen? Reporters Aung Kyaw Nyunt in Yangon and Aung Ye Thwin in Mandalay hit

the streets to find out.

Dr Khin Maung Htwe

Veterinarian and resident of Mandalay

I welcome foreign investment in Myan-
mar. I hope investors will act in the
people’s interest in areas where the
government is not able to do so. But if
things remain as they used to be, people’s
lives won’t improve. For instance, foreign
investment has begun to flow in, but so
long as old regulations continue to apply,
nothing will happen. Investors should

be allowed to do business according to
international laws and practices, and the
laws should be amended to allow this.
But investors do not always have the best
interests of the people in mind.

Ma Phyo Phyo Oo

25 years old, student and resident of
Dagon Seikkan township, Yangon

As well as studying at university, I teach
students in middle school. I have been
looking forward to more pre-schools
opening to cater to the children of foreign
workers. The future of children’s educa-
tion is bright. Foreign investors pouring
in is bound to bring rewards and will
lead to developments socially, economi-
cally, politically and educationally. There
will be many more job opportunities
compared to now.

Ma Aye Thinza Cho

20 years old, student and resident of
Thanlyin township, Yangon

As I am a distance education student, I
am looking for a job. The economy will
improve because foreign investors are
coming in. There will be more and bet-
ter job opportunities. Education for the
children will improve and there will be
a lot of other changes for the better in
our country. I think foreign investment is
good for us. The time has come for us to
achieve our goals.

Ko Aung Kyaw Myint

35 years old, a resident of Bahan town-
ship, Yangon

Foreign investors are in the exploratory
stages now. They just come and then
return to their countries. One project, the
Thilawa jetty, could be really beneficial
for the people if the investment money
comes. Even the Japanese prime minister
came to visit the jetty, and it’s in a strate-
gic location in Yangon. But it is necessary
to be transparent to the people. We have
a lot of natural resources. If investors
take people’s needs into consideration, we
will welcome them.
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When helping
hands are tied

Laws restricting social welfare groups continue to hamper the nation’s development
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=y

MERGING social welfare

groups must engage in a

dangerous dance. They

want to help as many
people as they can, but without
government permission - and many
are unwilling to apply for it, due to
what they call overly restrictive rules
- they are forced to operate under
the radar, always worried that if they
overstep the boundaries they will be
found out and shut down.

Due to 1988 regulations governing
the formation of political parties,
non-government organisations and
other associations, social welfare
groups in Myanmar cannot operate
without official permission.

But while a draft of a new bill
governing NGOs was discussed in
the hluttaw in August, many NGOs
and citizens argue that it will still
remain too difficult to register a
social aid organisation even under
the proposed bill.

As a result, the social aid sphere
remains dominated by two types
of organisations: large INGOs,
who operate in Myanmar with
government permission; and, at the
other end of the scale, small local
organisations, often volunteer-based,
mostly unregistered, many of which
use social networks like Facebook
to organise themselves and depend
on private donors from foreign
countries to meet operating costs.
The two types work toward the same

MYA KAY
KHINE

mya.simplefly@gmail.com

end - helping the people - but do so
in very different ways.

“There are so many sectors
that need to be developed in
Myanmar,” said Saw Wah Eh Htoo,
advocacy coordinator and interim
communications manager for World
Vision Myanmar. “But social welfare
is necessary for the development
of the country, so it cannot be left
behind.”

Since launching legal operations
in the country in 1993, World Vision
Myanmar has opened 42 branches
in 11 different states and regions.
According to its Annual Report for
2012, it spends over $US18 million
here each year - the majority in the
health and education sectors - with

Home Affairs. As many are afraid
that investigations will disrupt their
current works, they must keep their
operations discreet.”

One such clinic opened last
month in a township on the edge
of Yangon. The head of the clinic
and his staff of volunteers spoke to
The Myanmar Times on condition
of anonymity, because they work
at a government hospital and do
not want either their clinic or their
careers to be endangered by their
actions being made public.

They did not attempt to register
the clinic with the government, they
said, because the current laws make
the process so prohibitively difficult.
They added that their superior

“Social welfare is necessary for the development of the
country, so it cannot be left behind’
- Saw Wah Eh Htoo, World Vision Myanmar

funding provided by support offices
in 16 countries, including Myanmar.

Smaller local organisations,
however, have more limited budgets
and face a more difficult choice:
Try to register, in the hopes of
government approval and the
benefits it brings, but risk being
turned down; or skip the process
entirely and just get to work. Many
have opted for the latter.

“It’s not difficult [to register]
for the education sector aid but
it’s so difficult in the healthcare
sector;” said a retired government
official who spoke on condition of
anonymity. “For example, you can
open your own clinic with approval
from the Ministry of Health, but for
a free clinic you need to apply to

at their hospital told them - that
if they want to do social welfare,
thay should serve at government
hospitals in remote areas although
this would have meant they would
be separated from their families.
The clinic head said the opening
of the clinic was a long-held desire.
“When I was a seventh-grade
student, my father got Hepatitis B.
Our family was devastated. So out of
sympathy, I want others to be more
aware of this disease. I made contact
with partners on Facebook and we
opened a goodwill clinic offering low-
cost treatment in August this year.
‘We focus on treating Hepatitis B.”
The clinic does not offer free
treatment, as that would be
considered a still-greater breach of
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A baby gets a measles vaccination in Yangon. Photo: Staff

the law. Instead, it offers treatment
and advice at low costs. One
volunteer doctor described the
goodwill approach to healthcare as
being “needed for social welfare” but
added it is “so difficult” to operate
without official government backing.
While charges are kept affordable
for patients, they not nearly high
enough to meet the clinic’s operating
expenses, even with the nine doctors
- who work two per day in turn -
and four to five nurses volunteering
their time and services at no charge.
“We talk with patients first and
then we encourage them to get
tested for Hepatitis B and prevent
[the disease from spreading],” the
volunteer doctor said. “After we talk
to them, we help them as much as
we can. If we aren’t able to help
them, we find volunteers to donate.”
Financial backing comes from a
variety of donors living abroad. The
clinic’s donor coordinator, who also
lived abroad for several years, had

previous experience organising a
rice offering group for monasteries
on Sagaing Mountain.

“When I came back to Myanmar,
I helped make this [rice-offering]
group successful by connecting
monks with donors who live in
foreign countries. In July 2013,
the doctor who is now head of the
goodwill clinic asked for help to
open this clinic. I joined him to help
fulfill my dream.”

The coordinator’s dream - to help
set up a goodwill clinic - is shared
by many would-be organisations,
but it’s also one that is not easily
attained, due to the hurdles that
remain in place.

But for all their differences, such
group may draw encouragement
from the experience of organization
like World Vision, which, prior to
1993, was also forced to operate here
without official permission.

Alter all, big things do start
small. m
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Taking stock

An increasing number of public companies have formed
in the past year - but their motivations can be far more
complex than simply selling shares to the public
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MALL-SCALE investors are

beginning to buy and sell

shares in Myanmar’s public

companies, even though
the planned stock exchange is two
years away from launching.

Dozens of public companies are
approved to operate in Myanmar
following eased restrictions in
2012, and many are actively selling
shares to the public through stalls
in supermarkets, advertisements
in newspapers and direct door-to-
door marketing.

The public’s enthusiasm for
investment in stocks comes as
Myanmar moves to formalise
its securities market. It passed
the Myanmar Securities and
Exchange Law in August, but
is still some time away from
forming a Securities and Exchange
Commission to license brokerages
and underwriters and launching

the planned Yangon stock exchange.

U Aung Thura, CEO of Thura
Swiss, a Myanmar firm which
offers a subscription-based
database of public company
information, says without an
exchange to trade shares on, most
buyers and sellers deal directly
with the companies themselves.

“You can sell [shares] back to
the company, and often that’s
what’s happening,” he said.
Shareholders who would like to
sell their shares go to the public
company’s trading centres, and
the company itself often does the
matchmaking with buyers.

“Most companies work that

koshumgtha@gmail.com

way,” he said. “The secondary
market is quite an over-the-
counter market.”

Some of the public companies
interviewed by The Myanmar
Times claim to make dividend
payments to their shareholders,
while others say this is still some
years away.

Although there are currently
about 85 public companies in
Myanmar, U Aung Thura said that
a large number were pro forma
public companies - companies that
are fundamentally private firms
but chose to become public for
various reasons rather than firms
actively seeking to sell shares.

He pointed to First Myanmar
Investment Company (FMI),
Mandalay Myotha Industrial
Development (MMID) and
Myanmar Agribusiness Public
Company (MAPCO) as active
share issuers, with thousands of
shareholders each.

An official at MAPCO said the
firm became a public company
because it had a large number of
initial shareholders who were keen
to tap capital investments from
shareholders.

“There were 73 members of the
Myanmar Rice Federation who
founded MAPCO. We established
the public company to gain public
interest,” he said.

“Now we have two or three
thousand shareholders.”

The firm is currently building a
modern rice mill as a joint venture
with Mitsui and Company of Japan
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A man checks share prices at the Myann;ar Securities "

LExchange Centre in Yangon. Photo: Aye Zaw Nyo
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in Twante township southwest of
Yangon, and has exported rice to
Japan and Ivory Coast.

Despite the millions brought
in from shareholders, the official
said, “The biggest problems [for a
Myanmar firm] is access to capital
and getting funding”

The MAPCO official said the
firm may eventually list on the
Yangon exchange, though it would
be some time before a decision is
made.

Ministry of Finance Deputy
Minister Maung Maung Thein said
that there would likely be less than
10 firms on the Yangon exchange
when it launches.

“Not all the current public
companies are adequately
structured to be listed on the stock
exchange,” he said at a press event
in Nay Pyi Taw last week.

“Registering as a public
company is just the first step of the
process. That’s why we are going
to support them with technical
knowledge in areas such as
corporate structure, auditing and

AV

prospectus writing,” he said.
Shares of two public companies
at the Myanmar Securities
Exchange Centre can be purchased
from the second floor of the
Myanmar Economic Bank on
Sule Pagoda Road in downtown
Yangon. However, industry sources
say the exchange sees low sales
volumes as the two firms make
high dividend payments, resulting
in few shareholders willing to sell
their stocks.
To become a public company,
a firm must submit a prospectus
to the Directorate of Investment
and Company Administration
(DICA), have a minimum of seven
shareholders, a K500 million
minimum capital investment, and
submit annual reports. Private firms

have a maximum of 50 shareholders.

U Aung Thura said there are a
number of reasons firms become
public companies. Some want to
expand their business, and raise
capital by issuing shares, he said,
adding “these are companies that
have some vision for the future”

Others are pro forma public
companies with the minimum seven
shareholders, including a wealthy
individual as the main shareholder.
Still others transition from private
firms to public companies for
succession reasons or because the
government is beginning to show
a preference for public companies
when awarding contracts, according
to U Aung Thura.

Some public firms say disclosure
requirements such as submitting
annual reports to DICA has
required a degree of adaptation,
while others claim the nature
of their industry demands
accountability.

Golden Myanmar Airlines is the
first public airline in Myanmar,
but its CEO Andrew Stephen
said airline businesses have to
be tightly regulated, regardless
of whether the firm is public or
private.

“[The law] has lots of things
we have to - and should - comply
with,” he said. “There’s no room for
people who choose not to do so.” m

=

IKONICA MINOLTA

Smartphone-like
Multi touchscreen

Duplex Copy, Print, Scan
Network Ready
Wireless Print

Wirele

__bizhub c224e

A3 Color Copier, Printer, Scanner

REBOLUTIONARY PERFORMANCE IN COLOR

COPYING, PRINTING AND SCANNING
|_bizhub c25

Multifunction Color Copier

Duplex

Network Duplex

Wireless Network
Wireless

| magicolor 4750 DN

Hi-Speed
Color Laser Printer

YGN:

NPT :

www.facebook.com/gandamar.mm

1,450,000/-Ks

Lease, Rent, Hire Purchase or Trade-in

GANDAMAR
0.A. & Business System

No. 18-24,Kun Gyan Road,Aung San Stadium Bldg (S)
Ph: 383932, 383934

No.166,Thiri Yadanar Shopping Complex.Ph : 067- 421212
MDY: i plaza,Manmyanmar Plaza 2™ Floor, Between (27" x 28 ")
Street , between (84" x 85" ) Road ,Chan AyeThar San Township.

Email: gandamar.mm@gmail.com




VESTMENT

Or Ot to
invest?

The managing partner of Polastri Wint & Partners gives
the low down on foreign investment laws

ALESSIO POLASTRI

alessiodpwplegal.com

NE of the most popular
questions I have been
asked by foreign
investors over the last
two years in Myanmar is, “Do
you think it is too early to invest
in Myanmar. Should I invest
somewhere else or is Myanmar
a good place for investments?”
Personally, I don’t have an answer
to such a query, mainly because I
am a lawyer, not a businessman.
Therefore, I leave this question to
people more qualified than myself.
At this stage, I can only share
my experience as a legal consultant
assisting international investors
in Myanmar, and, specifically,
provide an example of two separate
business tycoons who asked the
same types of questions and came
up with their own results. On
a no-name basis, both are well-
known investors who have achieved
outstanding results in several
countries, including emerging
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markets.

They actually did not ask me
straight away whether it “was
too early to invest in Myanmar
or not” But they elaborated upon
one question separately, with four
main queries. What astonished me
about their questions was the logic
and the types of questions: Their
questions were identital and in
the same order, despite the totally
different backgrounds of the two
tycoons.

The first one was, “How
politically stable is the country?”
In this regard, discussing this
issue with them has been very
helpful to understand what
“stability” is for a businessman.
Usually political stability means
the chance to see the same person
(or group of people) in change
over several, consecutive years.
What they actually meant was
different - they were asking from a
more economically oriented point
of view and were inquiring about
the next 15 to 20 years. “Is there
a party in the political landscape
of Myanmar which is planning to

Workers carry baskets of gravel in Yangon last month. Photo: AFP

close the country down again, and
if yes what are the chances that
that party winning the elections?”
My answer is, “Well, no”. We have
no such threat that I can see right
now in Myanmar. Whoever wins
the general election in 2015, I
believe, shall carry on the reforms
commenced by the present
government.

The second question was
related to the fiscal regime. Surely,
Myanmar is not a country with high
fiscal pressures. Amongst ASEAN
countries, Myanmar is slightly
below average with a terrific tax
holiday package for those who invest
under the umbrella of the Foreign
Investment Law. In addition, the
government seems keen to increase
the number of double taxation
agreements with third countries,
thereby enhancing the appeal of
Myanmar from this perspective.

The third question is, “What
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are labour costs and what is the
local availability of construction
materials?” This is something that,
once again, I prefer to leave to third
party people with local experience
in relevant industries. I am not
aware of the cost of local employees
(other than for secretaries and
lawyers) not to mention cement
and other raw materials. Most
likely, investors expect lower prices.
However, after conducting market
research, both tycoons, together
with other foreign investors, told
me that these costs would not
represent a serious issue.

The final question, which was
also probably the least expected,
was “How are the people of
Myanmar?” In my personal view,
the judgment is very positive,
being that the people are honest,
trustworthy and hard-working.

Therefore, after evaluating
all four factors, the tycoons gave
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Myanmar 3.5 out of 4 marks -
scoring less than “4” given that
the price of cement shocked at
least one of them. They are both
now looking for opportunities in
Myanmar and are eager to invest.

If we apply the criteria used by
companies instead of those adopted
by self-made men, we realise that
the approach is more academic
in understanding whether a
country could be a good spot for
investments. The approach to a
new market by executive managers
of multinationals is more static and
foreseeable.

Their questions were focused on
foreign assumptions, how to protect
potential investments against
nationalization and, generally, the
situation of the legal system of
Myanmar.

It is hard to state on a general
basis whether Myanmar is ready for
investments or if investors should
wait. But if they wait, what they
should wait for? I believe that the
real question is, “How much risk
can an investor bear?” or, “Does
this investment have a proportional
return compared to the risk I would
bear?”

No doubt that Myanmar is still
a very challenging country to do
business. Even the government
is still trying to give to itself a
structure and to get organised. But
several laws have been approved
(certainly more than expected) and
this is giving positive signals to
foreign investors. Progress made
so far is still a small amount of the
huge workload that it is expected
over the next several years. So, huge
steps have been taken, but the path
seems to be very long: Rome was
not built in a day.

Finally, no matter what investors
think about whether Myanmar
is ready or not, surely it is not
too early to be in Myanmar to
develop business relationships, to
understand the local culture and
to “put on the radar” the most
influential local companies or
businessmen you may team up with
one day. In the meantime, let us
allow the government to complete
its “Coliseum” and we will see that
Rome cannot be built in a day, but
- in the case of Myanmar - possibly
in few years. m
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In conversation with YCDC

As the country’s largest city, and recipient of the majority of economic investment, Yangon is poised for great change. U Toe Aung as deputy
head of the Department of City Planning and Land Administration for Yangon City Development Committee has a unique perspective on the
decisions that will determine the city’s direction

MYO LWIN

myolwin286@gmail.com

How do you see the foreign
investment climate in the next
two years?

These days, investors are in

the preliminary phases of their
engagement with Myanmar. They
are just coming to check things
out. They want to learn about the
Myanmar market, but they are
not really investing yet, so there
is still some uncertainty about
how the investment climate in
Myanmar will develop over the
next two years. However, the
country has great potential in
terms of manufacturing and other
sectors, including tourism, hotels,
industrial estates, real estate and
transportation, as well as a wealth
of natural resources, so foreign
investors are likely to seek to
overcome the current challenges.

‘What are the specific areas you
think need to be addressed?
Yangon city is leaning heavily
toward the manufacture of
food, fabricated metal products,
rubber and plastic products,
clothes, wood products, basic
metal, and the repair and
installation of machinery

and equipment. However,

the business environment of
Myanmar’s manufacturing sector
is not yet in a stable condition.
A lot of factories have closed

in the existing industrial zones
following financial losses due to
a sudden downturn in demand
and/or higher costs of raw
materials, fuel, shipping, land
rental etc.

With the relaxation and
gradual lifting of economic
sanctions and progress in the
reduction and elimination of
tariffs among ASEAN countries
after 2015, competition among
foreign companies is expected
to increase. That will mean

existing domestic industries may
struggle to compete in terms of
technology and skilled labour
supplies. Small and medium
enterprises (SME) with less than
50 employees account for nearly
80 percent of manufacturing
businesses here. It is particularly
necessary to extend measures to
support SMEs that have weak
business structure.

A large part of the industrial
land in the existing industrial
zones is now going unused,

making it difficult for investors
to find reasonably priced land.
The government has not yet
developed a mechanism that will
promote the sale and purchase of
the rights to use land.

The existing industrial
zones also have problems
with infrastructure, including
unreliable power supplies and
poor roads and drainage which
impact on factories’ operational
capacity. The industrial zones
need stable power supply and
enough YCDC pipe water supply.

The number of business
establishments in the service
sector has increased in recent
years. According to BES,
more than 60pc of business
establishments in the service
sector were founded after 2000,
but the service sector commonly
faces problems of strong business
competition and skilled labour
shortages. In addition, a lot of
hotels report that frequent power
shortages are causing problems.

The demand for hotel rooms has
pushed up prices in recent years,
but the quality of service has not
always lived up to the increased
prices. As more hotels are built, it
is expected that the competition
will ensure either the quality of
service is improved or prices are
cut accordingly.

Banks, which are currently
competing only against other
domestic banks, will start to
face outside competition in
2015, when foreign banks will
be allowed to start operating in
Myanmar. This is another sector
where a skilled workforce will be
necessary. It is also expected that
a stock exchange market will be
established in Yangon, possibly
with support from the Tokyo
Stock Exchange, while supporting
domestic banks need to be able
to compete with the forthcoming
strong foreign banks.

MORE ON 15
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Making the
right call

A poor telecommunication system still holds the country
back — but with major advances on the horizon, short-
term pain could bring long-term gain for investors

FIONAMACGREGOR

newsroom(@mmtimes.com

'S$200 for a SIM card;
painfully slow internet
connections; electricity
supplies that frequently
fail even in major cities: You don’t
have to be a financial analyst
to work out why the current
state of the telecommunications
industry in Myanmar’s is holding
up development and putting off
potential investors.

With even the special allocation
K1500 cards exchanging hands
for over $100, there are certainly
entrepreneurial sorts making
money from the current system.
However, on a larger scale,
the lack of access to modern
communications is a major
headache for those looking to set
up business in Myanmar.

Everything from basic
communication to the lack
of opportunity for online
training is having an impact
on how businesses operate, say
international investors.

“A lot of foreign investors have
their headquarters elsewhere
and it causes difficulties and
frustrations if they can’t rely
on teleconferencing and other
communications,” said Jeremy
Rathjen, vice president of Thura
Swiss consulting in Yangon.

“One area that is particularly
affected is tourism, because people
can’t access booking references
[online] and this impacts services.
There’s also been interest for a
few years from companies who
would like to set up call centres

here, because of reasonable
labour costs and a relatively high
level of English, but that’s just
not been possible because of the
telecommunication situation,” he
added.

This week, a major international
telecommunications conference
will take place in Nay Pyi Taw.
Myanmar Connect 13, which
will be opened by U Myat Hein,
Union Minister, Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology, will bring together
the MICT, MPT, PDT, Yatarnapon
Teleport Company, and the two
foreign telecommunications
companies who have been awarded
licences to operate in Myanmar,
Qatar-based Ooredoo and Norway’s
Telenor Myanmar.

The event, which comes
after parliament approved the
telecommunications bill at
the end of last month, is being
billed as the “first time the
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Yangonites speak over their phones in the downtown area. Photo: Ko Taik

and they have a lot of work to do in

terms of building up staff, setting
up offices and so on, but I think
people believe they will do it,” said
Mr Rathjen.

And it will be good news for

business when they do, according

to analysts. The link between
telecommunication access and a
successful economy is clear.

According to financial services
giant Deloitte, “GDP growth rates
can be linked to penetration
rates, with an improvement of ten
percent in penetration typically
driving about 1.2 per cent in GDP
growth.”

Given the remarkably low levels

network infrastructure is first to
be developed are likely to be the
recipients of foreign investment
and economic growth. This will be
crucial during the next one to two
years as access to foreign capital
will be vital to building vibrant
economic centres,” Deloitte notes.

But the international telecom
companies seem confident they
won’t leave rural areas behind.
A spokesperson for Telenor said
they would pull on experience
elsewhere in Asia in creating
services for Myanmar.

“We will leverage Telenor’s
experience in Asia to develop
tailored services for consumers

‘GDP growth rates can be linked to penetration rates, with an improvement of ten per
cent in penetration typically driving about 12 per cent in GDP growth.” - peioitte

international winners of the new
telecommunication licences will
have the opportunity to outline
their plans to their peers and
partners”. In light of the evident
challenges posed by Myanmar’s
politics, economy and environment,
investors within Myanmar and
internationally are keen to find out
just what these plans are.

“These two companies are
operating under the thumb of the
government to a large extent and
will be expected to reach their
agreed [coverage] targets very
quickly, or risk losing their licence

of mobile penetration and internet
access sitting at just one percent,
the potential for telecom-related
growth in Myanmar is impressive.
But with mobile phone and
internet services already heavily
centred around Yangon and
Mandalay, and telecom firms
saying terrain in parts of rural
Myanmar poses considerable
challenges to infrastructure
construction, is there a risk more
remote parts of the country will be
left behind in Myanmar’s budding
telecommunication revolution?
“Areas of the country where

in Myanmar and including our
operations in Thailand, where we
have a strong brand and market
position ... and also drawing
from key learnings in India
where Telenor has established an
advanced distribution system to
deliver services to people living
in remote and rural areas,” the
spokesperson added.

Mr Rathjen said, “Most of our
clients are based in the big cities
anyway, but I don’t think it’s a
problem to start in the cities and
move out from there. It’s the only
strategy that makes sense.”

In August it was reported that
the Norwegian firm is to invest $2
billion in developing services in
Myanmar, less than many analysts
had predicted.

“It is going to be less than what
we invested in total in Pakistan.
Some [analysts] have used Pakistan
as a benchmark and implied that
it could be as much as what we
invested in Pakistan, but it will
not be,” Jon Fredrik Baksaas told
Reuters.

While the company insists it has
yet to release an exact figure, if the
reports are even vaguely accurate,
the sum would be considerably less
than the $15 billion over 15 years
pledged by Ooredoo during the
bidding process.

Meanwhile it is yet to be clarified
what level of infrastructure
investment will be provided by
local operators Yatanarpon Teleport
Co and the joint partnership
between military-owned Myanmar
Economic Corporation and
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state-run Myanmar Posts and
Telecommunications.

One thing is certain however.
Whoever is investing it, there’s a lot
of money needed.

According to Deloitte,
thousands of kilometres of fibre
infrastructure and 15,000 towers
must be installed to meet basic
coverage targets. The cost of that
development alone is estimated at
$4 billion.

Under the 15-year license
deal, Telenor and Qatar-based
competitors Ooredoo are required
to put down a $200 million
performance bond before their
licences are issued. If they fail to
deliver the agreed investment and
services, which include providing
voice services across 75pc of the
country and data services across
50pc within five years, they will
lose their bond money.

A Telenor spokeswoman said
more details would be revealed
once plans were finalised, but said
the company aimed to launch
services within eight months of
signing a licence agreement with
the government, and added the
company plans to achieve over
90 per cent network coverage
across Myanmar within five years.
Ooredoo has said it expects to
achieve 84 per cent voice and date
coverage over the same period.

As for the all-important cost
question, Telenor is reported to be
planning a fee of K25 ($0.03) per
minute for calls, while Ooredoo is
understood to be looking at K35
($0.04) per minute for on-net calls
and K45 ($0.05) per minute for
off-net calls.

Meanwhile both companies
have said they will charge K1500
(about $1.53) for SIM cards with
the possibility of some mobile
contracts coming with a free SIM.

And those eye-wateringly
expensive $200 SIM cards?
Investors arriving in Myanmar over
the next few months will almost
certainly just have to pay that
price for claiming their stake in
an emerging market. But at least
they can do so in the knowledge
that their costly communication
investment will soon be a relic
of Myanmar’s isolated past a
consignment to the history books
that can’t come soon enough for
foreign investors and Myanmar
citizens alike. m
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Jaded: Mining in Kachin
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reveals Myanmar’s black heart

The latest peace agreement between the government and the Kachin Independence Organisation provides the opportunity for Myanmar to put
an end to a long-running tragedy and reform the ways in which its natural resources are exploited, making them for the benefit, rather than the

detriment, of its people

NIGEL FINCH

OCAL lore has it that
sometime in the 13%
entury a Yunnan trader
ravelling through what
is now Hpakant township in
Kachin State picked up a boulder
to balance the load on his mule.
When it was broken open, the rock
revealed a centre of vivid green
material. Since then the Chinese
have been captivated by this mineral
and for several centuries the
Yunnan government funded many
unsuccessful expeditions to find
the source of this fascinating green
gemstone.

It wasn’t until 1784, when
Emperor Qianlong extended the
Chinese border to absorb what
is now Northern Myanmar, that
Chinese miners discovered the
source of jadeite and established
a trade route that up until World
War II had transported enormous
quantities of “Imperial Jade” to
Beijing. Today the trade route has
moved to Hong Kong, the Western
interface to China, where record
prices continue to be set for jadeite,
an obscure silicate of aluminium,
sodium and silicon.

Hong Kong auction houses
continue to attract the interest
of not just jewellery collectors
but movie stars, drug barons and
growing numbers of Chinese
millionaires, all frantically driving
the price of this rare and valuable
form of jade to a level where it now
competes with diamonds as the
most precious stone in the world
and is revered across the East as the
Stone of Heaven.

A recent Hong Kong auction set
a new record price of HK$106.2
million (US$13 million) for a
necklace made of 23 flawless quality
jadeite beads, the largest of which
measured just 2 centimetres in
diameter.

While jadeite deposits are
found elsewhere in the world -
notably Guatemala, Japan, Russia,
Canada and, in the US, California
- Myanmar remains the primary
source of top-grade material with
the mines of the Kachin State in
northern Myanmar containing the
most important deposits of jade in
the world.

In some of the most inaccessible
terrain on the planet, large clearings
have been torn through the jungle
canopy to reveal the earth so that
thousands of labourers can dig
the compacted soil and smash
apart boulders in a furious hunt
for precious green stone. Aided by
excavators and jackhammers, most
of the work is handled by pick and
shovel as teams of men dismantle

entire mountains one stone at a
time. The work is dangerous and
the environmental legacy left by
this largely unregulated activity

is leaving behind a brutalised
landscape of mountains reduced to
rubble. But this pales in comparison
to the human cost of this activity
and the treatment of Myanmar
workers, who are attracted to these
mines in the hope that their labour
will bring them, and their families,
wealth and a better life.

The jade mines of the Hpakant
region have been described as a
medieval vision of hell. For the
hundreds of thousands of workers
lured into the back-breaking work
of digging for jadeite, the reality is
that this is a place of poor fortune,
terrible illness and ruined lives.

Dust and disease plague workers
as they are exposed daily to harsh
and unsafe conditions, often forced
to work by ruthless and violent

A woman nd a child pan for gold in Myitsone
in Kachin State. Photo: Thein Tun Oo

of the miner’s identification card.
Some estimate that as many as
500,000 workers in Hpakant are
paid this way, consuming as much
as 10 grams of pure heroin each day.
For most this routine proves to be
lethally addictive. Compounding the
problem is that the addicts are also
having unsafe sex with prostitutes
who are forced to work in nearby
brothels, creating a catastrophic HIV
problem in the mines.

As many as nine out of 10 addict
workers in the mining district are
HIV-positive, but few live long
enough to develop AIDS. The “Jade
Disease” of backbreaking labour,
chronic drug addiction and heroin
overdose usually takes their lives
before this otherwise preventable
disease can take hold. Myanmar has
the highest rate of HIV infection
among drug users in the world and
this will continue as long as this
terrifying practice exists on such an

The government of Myanmar now has the opportunity o .
can exercise values such as compassion, justice and wisdom: the very qualities that jade
is said to represent in Confucian teachings.

overlords. Disappearances and
deaths are a common occurrence
and this threat overhangs anyone
who would think of stealing. For
most, the futile situation becomes
so unbearable that they take solace
in the heroin shooting-galleries that
exist alongside the lawless mining
districts of north-east Myanmar.
For less than the cost of a beer,
an injectionist administers the
Golden Triangle’s purist drug
directly into the vein of a miner,
with the shooting gallery delivering
as many as 800 separate injections
from the same dirty needle. Large
quantities of heroin are provided
by the mine owners who pay their
addicted miners with a daily fix
from the shooting gallery, which
is diligently administered by the
injectionist upon the production

industrial scale.

The UN and the World Health
Organization have declared the
Myanmar jade mines a disaster
zone and are powerless to help
as they are denied access to bring
humanitarian aid into this region.
There have been allegations directed
to both the Myanmar and Chinese
governments that the humanitarian
groups are continually prevented
from accessing this region, as both
governments continue to deny the
extent of human exploitation that
exists solely to support the jade
connoisseurship by China and the
exploitation of this trade route that
ultimately yields billions of dollars
each year.

The international community
is well aware of the magnitude
of this horrific problem and is

endeavouring to take steps to curb
the distribution of jadeite in world
markets. On August 7 of this year,
US President Barack Obama issued
an Executive Order prohibiting the
importation into the United States
of any jadeite mined or extracted
from Myanmar. While this will
clearly bring further attention to
the issue and dampen demand for
imperial jade across the West, what
is driving this humanitarian disaster
is the insatiable appetite for jadeite
from the East, especially China.

The mines of Kachin State
have unleashed a curse on the
people of Myanmar, subjecting
them to appalling human rights
violations and exposing the land
to environmental degradation. The
mines also act a source of fuel for a
brutal war between the government
and the 8000-strong rebel Kachin
Independence Army (KIA) who
rely on the jade mines, as well as

. show the world its leadership

timber and gold, to fund their fight
for independence from Myanmar’s
control of the periphery Kachin
State.

The internal conflict with those
in Kachin State is the world’s
longest running civil war and
began in 1948 after the country
attained independence from the
United Kingdom. Up until 1994 the
communist rebel group, the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO),
has existed virtually independent
from the government by building
a regional economy based on
smuggling, heroin and jade trade
with China.

The Myanmar army won an
offensive in 1994 gaining control
of the jade mines from the KIO
and securing a peace agreement
with the rebel group which ended

the fighting until 2011. Fighting
subsequently broke out as a result of
the government’s attempt to secure
KIA-controlled areas around many
of the lucrative energy projects

in Kachin State. There is much
controversy surrounding these
projects, the majority of which
have the backing of the Chinese
government, including the $20
billion China Power Investments
Corporation’s construction of the
Myitsone Dam and hydroelectric
power project on the Ayeyarwady
River. From an economic
perspective, the controversial aspect
is that Chinese companies are the
ones who will benefit from the
construction and the electricity
produced by the dam will be
primarily for the Yunnan region

of China, which means the project
delivers little utility benefit to the
people of Myanmar.

Concerned with border stability
and protecting its major investment
projects in the area, China
facilitated a series of “closed door”
negotiations between the KIO and
the government of Myanmar earlier
this year, which resulted in the KIO
signing a tentative peace agreement
in May 2013. For the Myanmar
government, developing an
equitable agreement over Kachin’s
vast natural resources will ultimately
lie at the heart of securing enduring
peace in the North.

Meanwhile the international
community is eagerly awaiting
permission and assistance in
accessing this difficult and remote
location to gauge the extent of
the humanitarian disaster and to
rapidly provide intervention to the
thousands of affected persons who
have been caught up in this vicious
Dickensian nightmare.

The government of Myanmar
now has the opportunity to lay bare
this dark heart and show the world
its leadership can exercise values
such as compassion, justice and
wisdom; the very qualities that jade
is said to represent in Confucian
teachings. Given the tragic cost
of this struggle to the people of
Myanmar, the government must
work at developing the economic,
legislative and social reforms that
can act against the inhumane work
practices that exist and allow for
greater transparency in the way that
all resource and energy projects, not
just jadeite mining, are regulated,
governed and taxed - in ways that
benefit the people of Myanmar. m

Nigel Finch is an Associate
Professor at the University of
Sydney Business School and a
member of The Sydney Southeast
Asia Centre.
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the issues for international investors is the

skyrocketing prices of property especially

Yangon. Photo: Staff
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‘What are the greatest challenges
for investors and how can those
be overcome?

The main challenges for investing
in Yangon are the increase in land
prices, lack of comprehensive land
use and zoning regulations.

Land prices in Yangon area
have skyrocketed over the past
year. Investing in land by buying
and selling or speculation is a
lucrative business which can
turn profits of more than 50pc
within a short period. Land prices
have broken world records due
to pervasive speculation. For
example, the announcement of
the Strategic Urban Development
Plan for Greater Yangon has had
the unintended consequence of
attracting speculators, and land
prices have risen astronomically
as a result. Foreign investors
will be put off from investing in
Myanmar due to the country’s
sky-high land prices, and a lack of
foreign capital and know-how may,
in turn, prevent Myanmar from
developing. Price controls may be
an effective solution to bring prices
back down to earth.

There is a pressing need
for the government to draft a
comprehensive policy on land
management and a comprehensive
land law. To draft these requires
careful study and inclusive
consultation with civil society,
farmers, private sector companies
and other stakeholders. Any
policy must also provide fair
and transparent mechanisms for
handling land conflicts when they
arise, and balance interests for
national food security, economic
development and the rights of
all citizens. The comprehensive
land law is not only to protect
the rights of farmers. It needs to
consider controlling the land price,
formulating a stable land market
and avoiding land speculation
which is a negative impact for
development.

Issues to be considered include:
increasing taxes for land not
properly used; government
reclamation of land where
proposed projects do not begin
as scheduled; property tax which
reflects current land prices;
development plans for all urban
areas; and land being set aside

ld add dda

by the government as a “bank”

for future development. The
government should have the power
to take private land in order to
develop public projects but must
compensate for the acquisition

of private property in reasonable
market price.

Lack of comprehensive land use
and zoning guidelines is also one of
the main challenges for investors in
Yangon. Without clear zoning plans
investors cannot propose projects
that meet land-use requirements.
This leads to delays in getting
approval from authorities.

Detail zoning plans with clear
rules and regulations need to be
prepared. To achieve this, experts
from YCDC, the Department of
Human Settlement and Housing
Development (DHSHD) of
the Ministry of Construction,
Mandalay Technological University,
the Association of Myanmar
Architects, Yangon Heritage Trust
and the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) have
joined together to form the Yangon
City Comprehensive Land Use,
Zoning and Urban Design Review
Working Committee.

The committee’s aim is to
bring sustainable development to
Yangon City, including integrated
and uniform zoning policies, while
preserving its distinct character,
including the lakes and important
historic buildings and monuments,
and also enhancing quality of life.

How important is YCDC’s role
in creating an investor-friendly
situation in Yangon?

The most important things the
government can do to support
investment are to improve the rule
of law and to ensure transparency
and consistency in policies.
Improving infrastructure is also
very important.

A key question for foreign
companies looking to invest is: Is
the legal framework of the host
country transparent? YCDC is now
working to improve transparency
in all of the areas relating to
invest in development projects. In
collaboration with JICA, YCDC has
already formulated the Strategic
Urban Development Plan of Greater
Yangon and reviewed priority
projects where local and foreign
investors can do businesses.

The Foreign Investment Law and
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By law one-stop service for special
economic zones should be adapted
to serve local enterprises, especially
small and medium businesses,
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which also need start-up capital at
low interest rates.

YCDC is also improving the
overall development of the city in

terms of government-promulgated
laws, by-laws, orders and guidelines,
to create a more investor-friendly
environment. m
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