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Families 
to appeal 
Meiktila 
convictions
The families of seven 
men convicted over the 
killing of a Buddhist 
monk in Meiktila said 
they would appeal 
sentences handed 
down on May 21, which 
ranged from two years 
to life in prison. Critics 
have also questioned 
why only Muslims have 
been tried so far over 
the March violence 
in Meiktila. At least 
44 people were killed 
and around 12,000 
displaced before 
order was eventually 
restored.

Hluttaw extends curfew 
despite NLD opposition
The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw agreed to President U Thein Sein’s request to extend the Meiktila curfew 
for another 60 days on May 21, despite National League for Democracy leader Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi telling MPs that there is no need for a curfew if the government does its job properly.  NEWS 3
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A Muslim man struggles 
as he is taken back to 

a police van after being 
sentenced at Meiktila’s 

township court on May 21.
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IDPs wait over 
relocation delays
The Rakhine State 
Government says its plans for 
rehousing people displaced by 
violence last year ahead of the 
monsoon season are running 
up against opposition from 
NGOs, local communities and 
even the IDPs themselves.
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China’s diplomats 
turn to Facebook
The social networking site is 
banned in China but for the 
country’s embassy in Yangon 
it has become a valuable 
outreach tool in its efforts to 
counter widespread anti-
Chinese sentiment.
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Shan State clashes 
will not delay 
pipeline: CNPC
The Shwe gas pipeline will 
open as planned at the end of 
this month, a spokesperson 
for majority investor CNPC 
says, despite recent clashes 
between the Tatmadaw and 
Shan rebels near the pipeline  
route in northern Shan State.

PROPERTY  30

Buyers race 
across the river
Renewed speculation that a 
bridge will be built to link 
Dala township to downtown 
Yangon has sparked a 
property boom across the 
Yangon River, where an acre 
of land is selling for K7-8 
million, around double the 
market price in December.
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THE Malaysian election three weeks 
ago brought great satisfaction to all 
dispassionate observers.

Despite some sour protests to the 
contrary, it showed that democracy is 
alive and well in Malaysia, and it sent 
a positive message around the region, 
especially to dictatorial backwaters 
like Laos and Vietnam.

“Malaysian voters reaffirmed their 
commitment to democracy and civic 
participation with an amazing and 
peaceful 80 percent turnout,” said Phil 
Robertson, deputy Asia director for 
Human Rights Watch.

As for the actual result, the govern-
ing National Front coalition and its 
leader, Prime Minister Najib Razak, 
won comfortably, picking up 133 seats 
to the opposition People’s Alliance’s 89.

But hidden within that seemingly 
handsome 45-seat margin were some 
nasty gremlins that will test the PM’s 
character and Malaysia’s social cohe-
sion.

After its woeful 2008 election per-

formance, the Front’s dominant mem-
ber, the United Malays National Or-
ganisation (UMNO), quickly dumped 
the incumbent PM Abdullah Badawi 
and shunted in Najib to turn around 
its fortunes.

But on May 5, not only did he fail to 
do that, but an additional seven seats 
were lost, the key state of Selangor 
was not regained, and most shocking 
of all, the Front lost the popular vote 
by a margin of almost 400,000.

It was the narrowest election vic-
tory in Malaysian history.

Only among rural Malays in its 
northern heartland did the Front’s 
vote hold up. It clawed back Kedah 
state and made gains in Kelantan and 
Perak.

But it lost ground heavily in the 
richer and more politically strategic 
states of Johor and Selangor, as well 
as in Najib’s home state of Pahang and 
in resource-rich Sabah.

That said, while the opposition Al-
liance under its dynamic leader An-

war Ibrahim, did extremely well in 
urban and non-Malay areas, it failed 
to win over the huge vote bank of rural 
Malay Muslims.

The Alliance’s star performer was 
its Chinese component, the Demo-
cratic Action Party (DAP), which won 
a stunning 38 seats – second only to 
UMNO in the party rankings.

As well, the DAP’s veteran leader 
Lim Kit Siang hammered the Johor 
chief minister in the election’s most 
watched constituency, Gelang Patah.

In contrast, the government’s main 
Chinese partner won only seven seats, 
despite massive resources and govern-
ment sweeteners.

Najib called the setback an unex-
pected “Chinese tsunami”, but in fact 
the giant wave of discontent began 
40 years ago when non-Malays were 
officially designated as second-class 
citizens.

The PM had sought to pare back 
the apartheid-like Malay privileges, 
but he simply lacked the clout within 
UMNO to do it.

Still, his anti-reformist opponents 
within the Front’s more rabid Islamic 
wing were themselves soundly defeat-
ed – as were many of the opposition’s 
fundamentalist members.

So another positive aspect of the 
election was the way it confirmed that 
a majority of Malaysians have no time 
for Islamic extremists.

So where does all this leave Najib 
and Anwar?

Well, the elder Anwar, 65, had 
promised to step down if the Alliance 
did not win the election, but he has al-
ready reversed that vow.

If anything, the electorate’s mes-

sage to Anwar was that he should cede 
the opposition leadership to someone 
whose personal life is less tainted and 
whose political decision-making is less 
erratic.

As for Najib, 59, while he is better 
off, his failure to reverse the opposi-
tion gains made in the last election 
and his penchant for dithering means 
that his grip on the premiership is far 
from secure.

Later this year, UMNO will hold 
its annual assembly and it is virtually 
certain that calls will be made for a 
leadership review.

The chances are they will fail, not 
because of Najib’s performance, but 
because there is a dearth of dynamic 
and visionary figures in the senior 
ranks of the party.

Consequently, the incremental 
gains by the opposition are likely to 
steadily continue, and one day a tsu-
nami will wash away the ruling party’s 
half-century hold on power – and the 
world will not end.

ROGER 
MITTON

roger.mitton@gmail.com

Malaysian election sends positive message

Model and actress Soe Nandar Kyaw was born in Yangon on August 
16, 1994. She is in Grade 11. After taking up modelling in 2012, her 
career has moved along impressively. She now has two film credits 
and one TV series ‘The Signs of Love’ under her belt, not to mention 
appearances in various TV advertisements. She was named Miss Lily, 
Style Star and Miss Photogenic for MRTV4 in 2012.
Bio: Ei Ei Thu, Photo: Htet Aung Kyaw (Studio HAK) 
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Cyber island-hopping
Google has announced a new 
addition to its Street View 
Trekker, which will allow 
online viewers to digitally 
traverse the Galapagos Is-
lands.  
In early May, Google repre-
sentatives travelled to the 
islands to collect 360-de-
gree imagery on land and 
in water. The images will be 
available on Google Maps in 
late 2013.

Gangnam Style at Cannes
A man from rural France 
successfully impersonated 
South Korean ‘Gangnam 
Style’ entertainer Psy at the 
Cannes Film Festival, eating, 
drinking and partying with 
the stars for two days.

The double was dressed 
exactly like Psy, with his 
trademark jackets and round 
sunglasses. He spent a day 
at the top-ranked Martinez 
beach restaurant and par-
tied at night at the A-listers’ 
Carlton hotel.

The 34-year-old Psy 
lookalike is Denis Carre, 
from Clermont-Ferrand. He 
said his resemblance to the 
entertainer first caused him 
trouble in a Dublin club last 
September.

“A crowd of people gath-
ered around me, and the 
situation got totally out of 
control. We were only able to 
get out with the help of the 
bouncers. Then it happened 
again and again, to the point 
that the resemblance (to 
Psy) was causing problems 
in my private life,” he said.

The original Psy appears 
to have been unfazed by the 
identity theft. He tweeted: 
“Seems like there’s another 
ME at cannes... say Hi to 
him.”– AFP

Public’s hunger grows  
for food substitute 
An online funding campaign 
for a food replacement 
called Soylent has more than 
doubled its original goal of 
raising US$100,000, attract-
ing $271,156 in donations a 
month ahead of its deadline.

The product, named in ref-
erence to the 1973 sci-fi flick 
Soylent Green, was devel-
oped by 24-year-old software 
engineer Rob Rhinehart. It 
attracted online attention 
when he consumed nothing 
but the homemade cocktail 
of vitamins, minerals and 
macro-nutrients for 30 days 
and documented his progress 
on his blog. His philosophy is 

simple, as summarised in the 
product pitch:

“For many people, on 
many occasions, food is a 
hassle, especially when try-
ing to eat well. Suppose we 
had a default meal that was 
the nutritional equivalent of 
water: cheap, healthy, con-
venient and ubiquitous.”

He also believes Soylent 
could have implications on 
a global scale: “Food is the 
fossil fuel of human energy. 
It is an enormous market 
full of waste, regulation, 
and biased allocation with 
serious geo-political impli-
cations. And we’re deeply 
dependent on it. In some 
countries people are dying of 
obesity, others starvation.”

While there are currently 
plans to distribute the prod-
uct only in the US, there is 
an understandable amount 
of interest in the product’s 
potential due to the fact it 
does not require refrigera-
tion, is easy to transport, is 
cheap and environmentally 
friendly to produce, contains 
no pesticides, hormones, or 
preservatives, requires just 
clean water to prepare, does 
no harm to animals and 
drastically lowers sanitation 
requirements.

THE INSIDER
The local lowdown & best of the web

Comedian Ricky Gervais 
stirred up controversy on Twit-
ter this week, when he pointed 
out that MTV and various 
celebrities using the “pray for 
Oklahoma” hashtag might find 
they are able to be more effec-
tive in aiding the relief effort by 
making donations to The Red 
Cross. 

He wrote a short rant com-
prising several tweets which 
said that praying for a situation 
does nothing to resolve it, and 
proposed #ActuallyDoSome-

thingForOklahoma might be 
a better use of time and re-
sources. The self-proclaimed 

atheist deleted the original 
tweet after it raised the ire of 
many religious Twitter users.

Tweet of the week:

online editor Kayleigh Long | kayleighelong@gmail.com
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THE Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has ap-
proved a 60-day extension to the 
state of emergency declared by 
President U Thein Sein following 
the violence at Meiktila. The deci-
sion came despite Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi and most National League 
for Democracy MPs voting against 
keeping the curfew in place.

The president issued the decree, 
ordinance 1/2013, on March 22, as 
days of bloody unrest in the town 
in Mandalay Region left 44 dead 
and nearly 1600 homes damaged 
or destroyed by arson. The inter-
communal violence later spread to 
Bago Region. 

Under the constitution, the or-
der has to be approved by parlia-
ment within 60 days.

At a special session of the  
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw called to dis-
cuss the question, MPs approved 
a 60-day extension 489 to 43, with 
13 members abstaining. However, 
parliament voted against the op-
tion of extending the curfew indefi-
nitely.

While the president had urged 
MPs to accept an extension, Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi said during the 
discussion that if the authorities 
acted under existing laws there 
was no need to extend the state of 
emergency.

“We will have to reconsider 
whether the state of emergency is 
really needed,” she told the meet-
ing, adding that a state of emer-
gency should be invoked only if the 
authorities had failed to take effec-
tive action under existing laws.

“If the executive branch can 
keep the peace, there is no need to 
extend the state of emergency,” said 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, who chairs 
the Pyithu Hluttaw’s Rule of Law, 
Stability and Peace Committee.

The National League for Democ-
racy leader was one of 13 MPs who 
discussed the proposed extension. 
Pyithu Hluttaw representative U 
Thein Nyunt of Thingangyun said 
that if the authorities had carried 
out their duties “energetically” be-
fore the violence broke out, things 
would not have reached the stage 
where a state of emergency was 
necessary.

“Risk to life and property can be 
prevented by invoking section 144,” 
he said, noting the public-order 
powers at the disposal of magis-
trates, the police and the armed 
forces. Their failure to act had 
made the presidential decree nec-
essary, he said. 

“In the transition [to democra-
cy], there may be demonstrations, 
riots and unexpected challenges. 
Are we going to have to declare a 
state of emergency every time we 
encounter them?” he asked, saying 
the violence and the response to it 
had damaged the country’s image.

In an interview with The Myan-
mar Times, Minister for Religious 
Affairs U San Sint conceded that 
the government “failed to cope 
with this problem effectively dur-

ing the first two days of rioting”. 
“The delay was caused because 

the police force was insufficient. 
But later we handled the problem 
effectively with strong and united 
security forces,” he said.

During the hluttaw debate, Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi said: “It’s diffi-
cult to make an analysis due to the 
lack of transparency in the way the 
government handled the Meiktila 
riots. The declaration of a state of 
emergency should be followed by 
a return to normal conditions as 
soon as possible, and the public 
needs to know what efforts are be-
ing undertaken for the restoration 
of normality.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said the 
invocation of a state of emergency 
should be subject to strict rules and 
regulations, adding that the word-
ing “danger to life and property 
of citizens” had “an enormously 
broad range of meanings”.

She also criticised the presi-
dent’s right to declare a state of 

emergency after consulting with 
the 11-member National Defence 
and Security Council. “Is it right 
that a team that does not contain 
any members who are directly giv-
en responsibility by the public has 
the authority to decide on this or-
der?” she said.

But Yangon Region Amyotha 
Hluttaw representative Daw Khin 
Waing Kyi said another member of 
the NLD, U Win Htein of Meiktila, 
had supported an extension of the 
curfew.

“It seems Meiktila is not very 
stable yet. That’s why the president 
wants to extend the order for an-
other 60 days. … U Win Htein of 
Meiktila has already told us that 
it needs to be extended for safety 
reasons,” Daw Khin Waing Kyi told 
The Myanmar Times.

However, U Win Htein said he 
only wanted to extend it for 30 days 
so instead of backing the motion he 
abstained.

Meiktila resident U Htein Lin 
Khine said he wanted the order to 
be lifted as soon as possible.

“Most of the people in Meiktila 
… want the curfew to be lifted and 
the military forces to protect civil-
ians under the law, instead of using 
section 144,” he said last week. 

MPs extend 
Meiktila 
curfew order 
for 60 days

SOE THAN LYNN 
NAW SAY PHAW WAA

soethanlynn@gmail.com,                                                        nawsayphawwaa@gmail.com

‘The government 
failed to cope 
with this problem 
effectively during 
the first two days 
of rioting.’

U San Sint 
Minister for Religious Affairs

IN PICTURES

PEACE talks will finally resume this 
week between the government and 
the Kachin Independence Organisa-
tion on Myanmar soil, sources close to 
the peace process are reporting.

An attempt to resume the talks in 
the long-running conflict on April 6 
collapsed because – according to activ-
ists – China would not allow the pres-
ence of international observers.

The third round of the talks is now 
scheduled to begin in Myitkyina, capi-
tal of Kachin State, on May 28. “Both 

sides have confirmed May 28, and they 
are now preparing a detailed program 
for the talks,” said U Hla Maung Shwe, 
a peace facilitator from Myanmar 
Peace Centre. 

“[Head government negotiator] U 
Aung Min said the government agrees 
to allow observers invited by the KIO. 
I expected the talks to succeed because 
both sides want results, but I don’t 
know how long the talks will take,” 
said U Hla Maung Shwe.

It was not clear, however, wheth-
er any observers would attend. The 
United States has previously stated it 
would only get involved in the talks if 

it was invited by both sides.
Lamai Gum Ja of the Peace-talk 

Creation Group said: “We are now pre-
paring Majewel Hall to hold the peace 
talks. We were informed that the KIO 
had invited observers, but we don’t 
have the list.”

Mizzima reported on May 22 
that United Nations special adviser 
on Myanmar Vijay Nambiar would 
attend the talks, quoting a Kachin 
activist.

A 17-year ceasefire between the gov-
ernment and KIO broke down in June 
2011. The conflict is thought to have 
displaced almost 100,000 people. 

Myitkyina peace talks set for May 28
EI EI TOE LWIN   
eieitoelwin@gmail.com

NOE NOE AUNG   
noenoeag@gmail.com

A LAND dispute near the Thilawa 
Special Economic Zone has intensi-
fied with the Myanmar Navy applying 
to file criminal charges against farm-
ers. Police have arrested, charged and 
bailed five local farmers for allegedly 
trespassing and obstructing public of-
ficials.

The charges come after the farm-
ers, from Thanlyin’s Alwan Sut village, 
began cultivating the disputed land 
in Thanlyin township. They say they 
notified the authorities of their plan 
to prepare the fields but received no 
response.

One of the farmers, U Hla Myint, 
told The Myanmar Times on May 21 
that the group was anxious about the 
charges. 

“The police said a warrant officer 
from No 1 War Vessel had filed a com-
plaint concerning the five of us,” he 
said.

“I was shocked to hear of the mili-

tary complaint and didn’t dare go 
to the police station because I was 
afraid I would be locked up. But on 
May 21 the police told us we had to 
face charges. Not only have we lost 
our farmlands, now we’re accused of 
crimes.”

The long-running dispute was in-
vestigated by a parliamentary com-
mission in December, when com-
mission members met naval officers, 
district administration officers and 
farmers.

Pyithu Hluttaw representative U 

Aung Zin said commission members 
had recommended that the govern-
ment pay reasonable compensation to 
the farmers.

They also advised both the farmers 
and the navy to take no action pend-
ing a resolution of the dispute but U 
Hla Myint said the navy had ignored 
the order.

“We’ve been waiting a long time 
for a decision. We can’t wait any more. 
We’ve been telling the government 
that we fear for our livelihood because 
we couldn’t earn any money last year, 
but received no reply. We told the of-
ficials we were going to farm the land 
in mid-May, but they did not respond, 
so we went ahead,” he said.

U Lwin Oo, police second lieuten-
ant at the station in Thanlyin, said 
the farmers had been charged under 
sections 447, 186 and 114, which re-
late to criminal trespass, obstruction 
and abetting. “Officers from No 1 War 
Vessel filed the complaint on May 19. 
It’s up to the court to decide what will 
happen to them,” he said.

Police charge Thanlyin farmers

A volunteer distributes pots of water to pilgrims at Shwedagon 
Pagoda on May 24, the full moon day of Kasone. Thousands 
visited the pagoda during the day, which marks the birth 
of the Guatama Buddha, to pour water over banyan trees, 
Buddha images and stupas. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing

‘Not only have we 
lost our farmland, 
now we’re accused 
of crimes.’

U Hla Myint 
Farmer from Alwan Sut village
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UNITED Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon said the government 
has made progress in reducing the re-
cruitment of children into the armed 
forces but still needs to stamp out the  
practice.

In June 2012, the government 
signed an agreement with the United 
Nations to end the recruitment of 
children under the age of 18 as child 
soldiers.

While complaints about recruit-
ment of child soldiers in Myanmar 

declined to 32 cases in 2012 from 172 
cases in 2009, a new report to the Se-
curity Council found that the military 
continued to target unaccompanied 
children and orphans found in work-
places, streets, bus and train stations, 
ferry terminals, markets and their 
home villages.

The report, released on May 20, 
said that from April 1, 2009, to Janu-
ary 31, 2013, the International La-
bour Organisation received 802 com-
plaints of underage recruitment into 

the military, of which 770 cases were 
verified.

Calls to Myanmar’s mission to the 
UN were not answered last week.

A task force monitoring child sol-
diers noted that the majority of boys 
recruited were aged 14-17, but “chil-
dren as young as 10 years old have also 
been reported to have been recruited”, 
the report said.

The task force continued to receive 
reports of recruitment and use of child 
soldiers by armed groups, including 

the Kachin, Karen, Shan and Wa, the 
report said.

Mr Ban also urged the government 
to close a loophole that allows the re-
cruitment of 16-year-olds who have 
finished 10th grade and obtained spe-
cial authorisation from the Office of 
the Adjutant General to join the army.

In 2012, the report said, 167 boys 
were enlisted under this exception, 
which goes against the agreement that 
Myanmar signed with the UN banning 
the recruitment of child soldiers. – AP

UN urges end to use of child soldiers in Myanmar

EFFORTS to re-house displaced fami-
lies in Rakhine State ahead of the mon-
soon rains are floundering because of 
disagreement over relocation sites, 
state government officials said last 
week.

The problems have arisen as the 
government in Nay Pyi Taw, the United 
Nations and international NGOs work 
to build shelters for up to 130,000 dis-
placed people, the majority of whom 
are Muslim.

“The main problem is locating sites 
for shelter construction. [The regional 
government] finds a site, but the UN 
and INGOs sometimes disagree. And 
local Rakhine request us to change the 
site we have chosen because they worry 
[about more violence occurring]. We 
also have to bear in mind the risks from 
natural disaster, and take into account 
the views of the two communities,” Ra-
khine State Minister for Development 
U Hla Han told The Myanmar Times 
on May 20.

“Temporary shelters don’t take 
much time to build. It can be done 
within two weeks. The problem  
is where to put them. We have to  

negotiate with the UN, INGOs,  
local people, IDPs and construction 
companies,” he said.

The regional government plans to 
build 1394 temporary shelters in the 
state capital Sittwe but only 700 have 
so far been completed, he said. The gov-
ernment also plans to build more than 
900 temporary shelters for members 
of both communities in Rathedaung, 
Kyauktaw, Kyaukpyu, Pauktaw, Mrauk 
U, Myebon and Minbya by the end of 
June. 

One temporary shelter is enough for 
eight households, or up to 56 people.

The regional and central gov-
ernments and UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) are providing the major-
ity of funding for the shelters. U Hla 
Han said about 50 local construction 
companies are building the shelters  
under the guidance of the regional  
government.

But U Sultan, 52, from the 
Thechaung camp, said conditions for 

IDPs were not improving.
“We all stay here on the ground; I 

cannot sleep. I have no idea what to 
say. We have to accept it, whether it is 
good or not, because we have no other 
place to go or to sleep,” he said. “I lived 
in Nar Si quarter before, in a two-storey 
cement building. Here the conditions 
are very hard, particularly when I have 
to answer the call of nature. There are 
no proper toilets here.”

But U Myo Than, a senior telecom-
munications ministry official in the 

state and member of the regional gov-
ernment’s information team, said the 
government’s efforts to build tempo-
rary shelters are also coming up against 
a “lack of cooperation” from IDPs.

“The construction of temporary 
shelters was originally supposed to 
be completed by the end of May, but 
then we were delayed by the cyclone. 
UNHCR will fund temporary shelters 
in Myebon and Pauktaw but the pro-
cess there has been delayed. We also 

face lack of cooperation from the IDP 
camps,” he said.

Rakhine State Government spokes-
man U Win Myaing said the govern-
ment was trying to manage IDPs in  
a “balanced” way but was facing  
problems.

“Sometimes the IDPs move from 
one camp to another without inform-
ing us,” he said.

U Kyaw Sein, a 62-year-old Mus-
lim from the Mizigwazon IDP camp, 
said there was little trust between the 
regional government and displaced 
Muslims. 

“Government officials sometimes 
come to our camp. We told them about 
our need for shelter and food but only 
registered IDPs get provisions. You see 
how we are making temporary huts 
from canvas – the officials don’t believe 
what we say, so why should we believe 
them?” he said.

Communal conflict in Rakhine State 
in June and October 2012 left 192 dead, 
265 wounded, 8614 homes destroyed 
and more than 100,000 people home-
less, a report by the Rakhine Investiga-
tion Commission found.

“I am not happy here at all. I want to 
go back to my home but it was burned 
in the conflict almost one year ago,” 
said U Sein Tha Tun, a Rakhine resi-
dent of Mingan camp who previously 
lived in Setyounsu quarter in Sittwe. “I 
cannot rebuild it again. I need a home, 
not a shelter like this.” 

IDPs suffer as regional govt 
searches for resettlement sites
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‘We all stay here on the ground; I cannot 
sleep. ... [But] we have no other place to go.’

U Sultan 
Muslim IDP from Thechaung camp in Sittwe township

A woman sits in front of her shelter in Mizigwazon IDP camp in Sittwe township on May 17. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing





KNU meets villagers 
over peace process

LEADERS of the Karen Na-
tional Union last week sought 
feedback from Kayin State resi-
dents during two days of meet-
ings in Thandaung township 
on May 14 and 15.

The discussions were held 
in Thandaung’s Myathar Khon 
village and attended by more 
than 850 people.

“We are holding two days 
of meeting with residents and 
representatives to discover how 
they feel about our taking part 
in the peace process with the 
government,” said U Saw Tha-
main Tun, a central executive 
committee of KNU.

U Kyi Win, a negotiator be-
tween the national government 
and the KNU, said lasting peace 
would not be achieved unless it 
is backed by ordinary people.

“Peace cannot prevail only 
through the participation of 
leaders – the people must also 
take part,” he said.

Phadoh Saw Hla Tun, also a 
KNU central executive commit-
tee member, said there are four 
key steps in the peace process: 
reaching a ceasefire, consolidat-
ing the ceasefire, conducting 
political dialogue and engaging 
in political participation.

“We are consolidating the 
ceasefire agreement,” he said, 
adding that the KNU will only 
contest elections once all four 
steps have been completed. 
“The political [dialogue] pro-
cess will include amending the 
constitution.” 

He said that if minorities 

were not granted more auton-
omy, they would refuse to give 
up arms.

Residents who attended the 
meeting said they supported 
the dialogue between the gov-
ernment and KNU.

“If [the KNU] is trying to 
create a genuine peace then we 
will encourage them because 
we want to enjoy the taste of 

peace,” Ma Nan Wai, 34, told 
The Myanmar Times.

“Genuine peace cannot be 
enjoyed without building trust 
between the government and 
the KNU,” said U Saw Thant 
Ngwe, a resident of Kamine 
village who also attended the 
meeting. 

“Our residents want both 
parties to trust each other.”
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Phadoh Saw Hla Tun, a central executive committee member of the 
Karen National Union, speaks at a meeting with Kayin people on 
May 15. Photo: Win Ko Ko Latt

Prospect of education draws displaced to new camp

VILLAGERS displaced in one of My-
anmar’s long internal conflicts have 
been telling their stories as the coun-
try moves towards democracy and, it is 
hoped, peace. In their view, the key to 
both is their children’s education.

The village of Marbwedo was 
torched in 2005, during fighting be-
tween government troops and the 
Karen National Liberation Army near 
Thaukyaykhat stream in Kayin State.

“All the villagers fled their homes 
and took refuge in the forest,” said resi-
dent Ma Naw Aye Wai Phaw, 31.

After hiding in the mountainous 
forests of Bago for five years, they 
moved near the town of Thandaunggyi 
in the northern Kayin State township 
of Thandaung.

“During that time, some villagers 
went home to grow vegetables dur-
ing a lull in the fighting. But we didn’t 
think it was safe enough to send back 
the whole family,” said Ma Naw Aye 
Wai Phaw.

“We apologised to the owners of 
some houses who let us stay on their 
property. Our husbands went back 
to the village and grew phala plants 
which were exported to China for their 
traditional medicine,” she said.

Another factor that kept the fami-
lies in place while their husbands went 
back to grow crops was education.

“I didn’t go back because three of 
my children were attending the local 
primary school. We paid for our living 
costs and school fees with money we 
borrowed from merchants. We repaid 
them, with interest, when we sold the 
crops,” said Ma Naw Aye Wai Phaw.

Now, 25 displaced families from 16 
villages destroyed in the conflict are 
being supported by the Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC) and other do-
nors in a new camp, Tharsigone, built 
along Nawbubaw mountain in Thand-
aung township. 

The camp was established in No-
vember 2012 on land provided by the 
government. NRC funded the con-
struction of 25 homes, at a cost of K2.7 

million (US$3000) each.
“We moved here in January af-

ter registering as homeless,” said Ma 
Naw Aye Wai Phaw. “As well as selling 
crops, my husband catches fish from 
the stream and makes fish paste to sell. 
Sometimes he collects areca nuts. But 
all our spare money goes towards our 
children’s education. We don’t want 
them to be uneducated like us.”

Tharsigone camp secretary U Nay 
Than said the camp had received re-
quests from more than 200 families to 
stay in the camp but NRC has no more 
budget for housing.

He agreed that a major attraction 
at Tharsigone was access to education.

“They understand education is very 

important and now, every child in the 
camp attends school,” he said. “They 
feel staying in the camp is safe. But we 
don’t have the funds to accommodate 
any more.”

Camp resident Daw Naw Dar E, 73, 
was forced to flee her home in Thayar-
yu village in 2003. 

She said she hopes that a respite 
in fighting will give her grandchildren 
the chance to attend school. 

“I have many grandchildren and 
I want them to be educated so that 
their lives will be easier than ours. My 
own children were not well educated, 
because of the war,” she said. “I don’t 
want my grandchildren to be like us 
when they are old, so I tell my daugh-
ter to send them to school whatever 
the weather.”

Daw Naw Dar E said she does not 
know what the future holds for her 
and her husband, who was unable to 
speak for seven years because of con-
flict-related trauma, .

“We can’t go back our native village, 
which is two days’ walking distance 
away, and we can’t grow crops. Some-
times our daughter’s family helps feed 
us, but they have their own troubles,” 
she said.

When they lived in Thalyaryu they 
would run away whenever soldiers 
came, as they would destroy whatever 
they found, she said.

“In those days, even hearing un-
known voices was enough to send us 
fleeing into the forest, whether the 
soldiers were from the government or 
the KNU. But now they are our friends, 
and we are not afraid. Now, when we 

meet with soldiers, they give us money 
and food.”

The conditions in the camp, while 
far from perfect, are attracting more 
people who fled their homes because 
of the conflict.

Mother of five Ma Aye Aye Aung, 
27, said she has written to the camp 
authorities asking if she can live 
there.

“My husband and I worked in our 
old village to grow phala plants and we 
placed our children in our neighbour’s 

house. Our eldest daughter is in grade 
two now so we worked hard for her to 
go to school and we want to move into 
the camp because it is near the school,” 
she said.

She said camp life was better than 
moving about in the forest, but that 
she had no income and was dependent 
on donors for food. “Living off donors 
is far from ideal,” Ma Aye Aye Aung 
said. “But for us our children’s lives are 
the most important thing. There are 
no schools in the forest.”

IDPs from the Tharsigone camp in northern Kayin State, which was established 
with support from the Norwegian Refugee Council. Photo: Nyein Ei Ei Htwe
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Administrators at Tharsigone camp in Kayin State’s Thandaung township forced to turn away hundreds of displaced families over lack of funds 

25
The number of families living 

in Tharsigone camp, which was 
established in November 2012
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Parties ready for debate 
on constitution changes

POLITICAL parties are preparing to dis-
cuss potential amendments to the consti-
tution at the next hluttaw session, which 
will begin in June, party leaders and MPs 
said last week.

The review was initiated by the Un-
ion Solidarity and Development Party. 
Joint vice chairman U Htay Oo said the 
party would “consider amendments based 
on what [other parties] submit to the  
hluttaw”.

The committee to review the constitu-
tion will be formed at the next session by 
the USDP. Neither the size nor the com-
position of the committee is known but 
Thura U Shwe Mann said in March that it 
would be “all-inclusive”.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times last 
week, U Htay Oo said the composition 

“would not be much different from what 
other parties want”.

U Htay Oo said his party would sup-
port amendments that were in the interest 
of the nation and all people, rather than a 
single organisation or person.

Because amendments require a 75 per-
cent majority, they will require support 
from the majority of both Tatmadaw and 
USDP MPs.

U Win Myint, a Pyithu Hluttaw rep-
resentative from Pathein for the National 
League for Democracy, said the party held 
its first meeting to discuss the constitu-
tional review earlier this month. 

“We assigned lawyers to review the 
constitution and after they have finished 
we will forward [their recommendations] 
to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi,” he said.

He said that the NLD would review the 
constitution “chapter by chapter”, and con-
firmed that the party would seek to amend 
the section banning Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi from being president.

Other parties are also preparing for the 
review. U Khin Maung Swe of the National 
Democratic Force said his party had al-

ready held three meetings on the constitu-
tional review. “We will issue an announce-
ment later this month and will forward it 
to the president and the Pyithu Hluttaw 
and Amyotha Hluttaw speakers,” he said. 
“We firstly will focus on [amending the] 
basic principles in the constitution.” 

U Ye Tun, the Pyithu Hluttaw repre-
sentative for Hsipaw from the Shan Na-
tionalities Democratic Party, said it was 
important that the constitutional review 
committee should include outside experts. 
“I think we will discuss the inequality of 
power between the central government 
and regional governments,” U Ye Tun said.

Ethnic groups  
call for more 
power for states

ETHNIC political parties are 
calling for a review of the 2008 
constitution to focus on the dis-
tribution of power between the 
national and regional govern-
ments.

The proposal to form a com-
mittee to analyse the 2008 
constitution and recommend 
amendments was submitted by 
Pyithu Hluttaw representative 
and Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party (USDP) joint vice 
chairman Thura U Aye Myint in 
March.

It was subsequently approved 
by both houses, and has sparked 
debate over what amendments 
should be prioritised. While eth-
nic Burmese parties are focusing 
on sections of the constitution 
related to restrictions on who 
can be president and the voting 
system used in elections, ethnic 
parties want to give greater au-
thority to state and region gov-
ernments and ensure a more 
equitable sharing of resources.

“If we can amend the 2008 
constitution, the only thing we 
want is a genuine union. A genu-
ine union policy means that the 
constitution restricts the author-
ity of the central government 
and the rest of the power goes to 
state and region governments,” 
Shan Nationalities Democratic 
Party (SNDP) vice chairman U 
Sai Hsaung Hsi told The Myan-
mar Times in a recent interview.

The SNDP has scheduled 
a meeting of senior officials in 
Taunggyi ahead of the next ses-
sion of parliament to discuss 
amendments to the constitution.

A major sore point for ethnic 

parties – and minorities more 
generally – is the process of ap-
pointing chief ministers for the 
states and regions. Under the 
constitution, the president ap-
points state and region chief 
ministers, who then form their 
governments. This effectively 
gives the Burmese ethnic major-
ity the right to decide the make-
up of the regional governments, 
and makes voting for the state 
and region parliaments less im-
portant.

“Ethnic people want to 
amend this point,” U Sai Hsaung 
Hsi said. “The chief ministers 
should be chosen by the state 
and region hluttaws as the presi-
dent is chosen by the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw and then the president 
should approve them.”

But U Aye Maung, chair-
man of the Rakhine Nationali-
ties Development Party (RNDP), 
said he believed it was better to 
write a new constitution rather 
than amend the present one. 
He said the current constitution 
was “written by the USDP” and 
because of their strong majority, 
“whatever we try to amend, it’s in 
their hands”.

“Many people want to amend 
the present constitution. But for 
that to happen, the USDP and 
Tatmadaw parliamentarians will 
have to be generous – or there 
will be a confrontation during 
the next session,” he said.

The RNDP has quietly been 
building support for an amend-
ment to section 455 of the consti-
tution, which allows the national 
and regional governments to 
form joint ventures for economic 
activities that the constitution 
only permits the national govern-
ment to undertake, such as large 
mining and energy projects. U 
Aye Maung said the RNDP wants 
the section to specify a minimum 
amount of profit that should go 
to state governments under the 
joint ventures.

U Aye Maung said the RNDP 
had agreed to temporarily shelve 
the proposal while the USDP-ini-
tiated review is being conducted.

“[U]nless the committee 
amends the main points, we will 
resume our efforts,” he said. 

– Translated by Thit Lwin
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‘We have assigned 
lawyers to review the 
constitution.’

U Win Myint 
National League for Democracy MP

CONSTITUTION IN FOCUS

75%
The percentage of MPs that 

need to support a constitutional 
amendment for it to be approved
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HOMOSEXUALS face abuse and vio-
lations of their human rights, say ac-
tivists, who are planning to launch a 
campaign to raise awareness of their 
plight. Members of the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender community 
are working through the Myanmar 
LGBT Rights Network to promote 
equal rights and justice. 

Ko Hla Myat Tun, an LGBT rights 
program officer for civil society group 
Colour Rainbow, told The Myanmar 
Times that activists plan to work with 
government officials, legal advisers, 
ethnic minorities, community-based 
organisations and the media to put a 
stop to homophobia.

“Homosexuals are being abused 
and face discrimination in education, 
jobs and healthcare. It’s time to raise 
their voice in public,” he said. 

“We need to educate people that 
[being] LGBT is not a disease or a 
threat to society, or something to be 
ashamed of. We will work until society 

accepts the reality of the homosexual 
condition and ends discrimination,” he 
said. 

Any kind of human rights abuse or 
violence can be reported to the net-
work, Ko Hla Myat Tun said. 

“We will try to help the victim by 
providing legal advice or support,” he 
said. “The most important thing is to 
change long-term traditional attitudes, 
and LGBT themselves should take the 
lead [on this]. It’s useless to blame gov-
ernment or the police or society, but 
we can offer respectful examples of 
LGBT identity.”

Ko Moe Aung of Myanmar MSM 
Network said the law against homo-
sexual activity should be abolished or 
amended as it is an affront to human 
rights.    

“The police use abusive language 
and physical violence against us be-
cause of our physical appearance or 
profession. If they’re in a good mood 
it goes no further than that, but other-
wise they charge us with a crime,” he 
said. 

Most MSM members are poor and 
struggle to make a living while trying 
to steer clear of the police, he said, add-
ing: “Our status is low, but that doesn’t 
mean we’re criminals. Discrimination 
by society denies us job opportunities.” 

Members of the LGBT community 
want to be treated as human beings 
and live in society with dignity but this 
is hindered by old attitudes and mal-
practices, he said. 

“We want to contribute and put our 
abilities at the service of society,” said 
Ko Moe Aung.  

U Aung Myo Min, executive direc-
tor of Equality Myanmar, said Myan-
mar retainss laws against homosexu-
ality that have long since repealed by 
Britain, its former colonial occupier. 
“We should lobby government to re-
think [anti-sodomy sections of the Pe-
nal Code] … [these laws are] an abuse 

of human rights and discriminatory 
against homosexuals,” he said. 

On May 17, Colour Rainbow and My-
anmar LGBT Rights Network marked 
International Day against Homopho-
bia (IDAHO) with events in Yangon, 
Mandalay, Pyay, Monywa, Pathein, 
Kyaukpadaung and Kawthoung that 
were supported by the British Embas-
sy, UNAIDS and other organisations. 

Dr Nyan Zaw, a member of the 
Myanmar National Human Rights 
Commission, said at a ceremony in 
Yangon that the commission would 
support the LGBT community’s push 

for equality. “Any abuse or physical 
torture can be reported to the com-
mission and we will pursue the mat-
ter,” he said. 

Equality Myanmar and Colour 
Rainbow have documented instances 
of discrimination against, and human 
rights abuse of, LGBT individuals liv-
ing in Myanmar. The study also shows 
how section 377 of the Penal Code, 
which bans sodomy, contributes to 
harmful social discrimination, impu-
nity for law enforcement agents and 
the repression of sexual orientation 
and gender identity. 

LGBT activists push for equality
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A couple kisses while taking part in an event to celebrate International Day 
against Homophobia and Transphobia on May 17 in Yangon. Photo: AFP

YANGON’S circle line may see 
special carriages added to its 
trains on a permanent basis, 
Myanma Railways says – if tri-
als running since April 17 prove 
a success.

“We’re just testing it at the 
moment,” said U Thein Naing, 
the deputy chief stationmaster 
at Yangon Railway Station. “If 
the testing process is a success, 
we plan to extend [the use of] 

the special carriages in circle 
trains.”

The new carriages are lo-
cated in the middle of five cir-
cle line trains. Instead of the 
normal wooden benches, the 
special carriages have 62 pad-
ded seats with fans, as well as 
security staff.

However, those wanting 
a more comfortable ride will 
have to pay K200 for a one-way 
ticket, twice as much as a re-
turn ticket in the ordinary car-
riages. For foreign passengers, 

the fare is US$1, the same as in 
other sections of the train.

One commuter, 60, who 
takes the train from Insein to 
downtown Yangon each day, 
said most passengers take the 
circle line train because it is 
cheaper than the bus and it is 
unlikely they would pay extra 
for more comfortable seats.

Fares for regular seats on 
the circle line rose from K10 
to K100 on November 15, 2011. 
Nearly 90,000 passengers take 
the trains each day.

New carriages on circle line
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A SPOKESMAN for the political 
wing of the Shan State Army-
South has denied allegations 
that its soldiers killed two gov-
ernment employees at a My-
anma Oil and Gas Enterprise in 
northern Shan State earlier this 
month.

The clash, which took place 
on May 13 near the Chinese 
border, was first reported by 
the state-run New Light of My-
anmar on May 15. The report 
said that members of the Res-
toration Council of Shan State/
Shan State Army (RCSS/SSA) 
opened fire on the compound 
near Naungmata village in 
Namkham township. 

U Yawd Murng, secretary 
general of the RCSS Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs, said he 
was “100 percent” sure it was 

not Shan State Army-South sol-
diers.

“It was not us. We are not 
responsible,” he told The Myan-
mar Times on May 22. 

He said that the accusations 
were part of an ongoing govern-
ment campaign to blame the 
group for unrest in the region.

U Yawd Murng, who was in 
Yangon for meetings with offi-
cials from the Myanmar Peace 
Centre, said he did not know 
which group carried out the at-
tack, which came at a time of 
increased tension in Shan State.

He said the large number of 
armed ethnic groups operating 
in the area makes it difficult to 
verify which one was responsi-
ble. 

U Yawd Murng’s talks with 
chief government peace negotia-
tor U Aung Min at the Myanmar 
Peace Centre come following 
fierce fighting between the Tat-
madaw and Shan State Army-
South in recent months, with 
fresh clashes reportedly taking 
place between May 17 and 21.

The RCSS said the deadli-
est day of fighting was May 17, 
when two battles in the south-
ern Shan State townships of 
Hopong and His Hseng claimed 
the lives of nine Tatmadaw sol-
diers and two Shan State Army-
South soldiers. 

Neither officials from the 
Tatmadaw nor presidential 
spokesman and Deputy Minis-
ter for Information U Ye Htut 
could be reached for comment.

RCSS/SSA chairman Lieu-
tenant General Yawd Serk met 
U Aung Min on February 19 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand for 
informal talks. They have not 
met since,  but U Yawd Murng 
confirmed that U Aung Min had 
invited Lt Gen Yawd Serk to visit 
Nay Pyi Taw.

Shan army 
rejects  
reports on 
deaths of 
two MOGE 
workers
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‘It was not us. 
We were not 
responsible.’

U Yawd Murng 
RCSS/SSA spokesman

Save the Children is one of the two designated Principal 
Recipients (PR) for Myanmar’s three successful Round 9 
GFTAM proposals in HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
Save the Children is seeking to recruit the Procurement & 
Supply Management (PSM) Officer for GFATM (PR).

Required Qualifications: 
•	 Pharmacist or a relevant degree qualification in Supply 	

Chain management, sciences
•	 Minimum two (2) years experience in Procurement 

and Supply Management of health and pharmaceutical 
products

•	 Experience in Administrative management / finance 
(budget preparation will be an asset).

•	 Experience with INGO in Myanmar will be an asset.
•	 Technical skills in Procurement and Supply Management
•	 Good analytical skills with the capability to focus in details
•	 Excellent Computer skills, specifically with Microsoft 

Office (Excel, Word,  Outlook) 
•	 Excellent interpersonal skills
•	 Burmese language is a must and good working knowledge 

of English (spoken and written).
•	 Ability to develop and foster relationships both with SRs, 

Save the Children and LFA colleagues.
•	 Ability to think creatively to solve problems and find 

effective and efficient ways to accomplish goals
•	 Commitment to Save the Children’s mission and values
•	 Good sense of humor

Detailed job descriptions for this position will
be available at the Save the Children office or
www.themimu.info/jobs/index.php.

Interested and qualified candidates are requested to send 
an Application Letter, Curriculum Vitae and Clearance of 
Criminal Record to:

Human Resources Department, Save the Children,   Wizaya 
Plaza-First Floor, 226 U Wisara Road, Bahan Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar(or)recruitment.myanmar@ savethechildren.org  
not later than 5 P.M., 28 May 2013(Tuesday)

Phone: 375 791, 375 801, 375 739, 375 796, 375 747, 537 387, 
536 732, 537 092 Ext: 106,129
 Note: Only short-listed candidates will be contacted

‘We want to 
contribute and put 
our abilities at the 
service of society.’

Ko Moe Aung 
Myanmar MSM Network
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FAMILY members of seven men sen-
tenced to prison on May 21 – one of 
them for a life term – for the killing 
of a Buddhist monk in Meiktila have 
asked their lawyer to appeal the jail 
terms.

“Based on the wishes of the men’s 
families, we are preparing to appeal 
those sentences … at the respective 
court very soon,” said lawyer U Thein 
Than Oo. “All of them have denied in-
volvement in the incidents.”

But U Thein Than Oo, who is a 
member of the Lawyers’ Network (Up-
per Myanmar), said the trial was cn-
ducted fairly. “We expected that four 
people would be given life sentences, 
but only one was,” he said.

He said the main controversy in the 
trial was the judge’s decision to allow 
testimony from some witnesses who 
did not see the incident.

However, some members of the 
Islamic community have criticised 
the trial and questioned why only 
Muslims have so far faced court, par-
ticularly given the violence was over-
whelmingly directed against Muslims. 

“We believe that this trial is one-
sided because the only people who 
were sentenced were Muslims. The 
law says there should no discrimina-
tion based on either race or religion. 
But this trial has highlighted the 
weakness of rule of law in Myanmar. 
We just want to get justice,” said U 
Kyaw Soe Aung, secretary of the De-
mocracy and Human Rights Party, a 

predominantly Muslim political party.
At least 44 people were killed and 

12,000 displaced, most of them Mus-
lim, following violence that began in 
Meiktila on March 20.

U Thein Than Oo said one of his 
clients, U Myat Ko Ko, was given life 
in prison for murder. U Myat Ko Ko 
was also sentenced to an additional 

two years for unlawful assembly and 
two for religious disrespect.

Of the remaining defendants, one 
received a two-year sentence while the 
others received terms ranging from six 
to 28 years. Four of them, including a 
minor tried in a separate court, were 
convicted of charges including abet-
ting murder. Two were convicted only 
on lesser counts. Mandalay Region At-
torney General U Ye Aung Myint con-
firmed the sentences.

“It’s not fair!” shouted one of the 
convicted men shouted from inside a 

prison van as they were being driven 
away after the trial.

But members of a crowd of about 
30 people outside the court house 
expressed unhappiness over the ver-
dict for a different reason: They said 
they wished the death penalty had 
been applied against those who were  
convicted of killing the monk. 

Myanmar has the death penalty for 
premeditated murder, but the defend-
ants were charged under a different 
murder category.

The lynching of the Buddhist monk 
enflamed passions in Meiktila, espe-
cially after photos circulated widely on 
social media of what was purported to 
be his body after he was pulled off a 
motorbike, attacked and burned.

Entire Muslim neighborhoods were 
engulfed in flames, and charred bod-
ies piled in the roads. The government 
declared a state of emergency and de-
ployed the army to restore order, but 
the unrest later spread to other parts 
of central Myanmar.

While the violence is now contained, 
questions are arising over whether mi-
nority Muslims can find justice in over-
whelmingly Buddhist Myanmar.

A gold shop owner and two em-
ployees, all Muslims, were sentenced 
in April to 14 years in prison each on 
charges of theft and causing grievous 
bodily harm over the incident that 
sparked the riots.

Asked why only Muslims have 
faced trial in Meiktila, U Ye Aung My-
int said the courts were starting with 
the initial incidents that triggered the 
violence, and those involved in later 

incidents would be tried subsequently.
“There is no discrimination in 

bringing justice. We dealt with the 
first two cases and 11 more cases in-
volving Buddhists will be dealt with 
very soon,” he said, adding that about 
70 people will face charges for murder, 
arson and looting.

At a press conference on May 21 in 
Nay Pyi Taw, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
did not directly address the plight 
of the Muslim minority. Instead, she 
spoke in familiar terms about the rule 
of law when asked about the verdict.

“There is no transparency in My-
anmar’s justice system and there is 
too much influence from the admin-
istrative branch,” she said, echoing 
the opinions of many human rights 
groups. “The judicial system has to be 
independent to be credible.”

When asked whether she was con-
cerned about her reputation over the 
issue, she said she wasn’t worried. “If I 
had to be concerned about my image, 
I should not have become a politician 
right from the beginning,” she said. 

– With AP

Families to appeal Meiktila sentences
Seven receive jail terms ranging from two years to life as observers questions why no Buddhists have yet been put on trial

Residents walk past buildings burning in riot-hit Meiktila on March 21. Photo: AFP

‘There is no 
discrimination ... 
11  cases involving 
Buddhists will be 
dealt with very soon.’

U Ye Aung Myint 
Mandalay Region Attorney General

EI EI TOE LWIN  
eieitoelwin@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT U Thein Sein out-
lined his vision for “a new and 
more inclusive national identi-
ty” at Johns Hopkins University 
in Washington on May 20, and 
urged international observers 
to be both optimistic about and 
patient with Myanmar’s reform 
process.

Speaking at the university’s 
School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies, U Thein Sein 
said people of all ethnic back-
grounds and faiths in Myanmar 
“must feel part of this new na-
tional identity”.

“We must end all forms of 
discrimination. And we must 
ensure not only that inter-com-
munal violence is brought to a 
halt, but that all perpetrators 
are brought to justice,” he said.

The president outlined the 
peace process with armed eth-
nic groups to date and pledged 
to devolve more power to re-
gional governments and share 
resources more fairly.

He said these processes were 
part of the compromises neces-
sary “sustainable peace”. 

“Peace must be rooted in the 
broadest possible participation,” 
he said. “We want to include not 
only the armed groups but also 
political parties and civil society 
from all ethnic communities in 
the political dialogue to come.”

U Thein Sein said Myan-
mar’s political environment was 
“complex” and “the challenge is 
to manage what is and should 
be an increasingly competitive 
political space in a way that 
strengthens democratic change 
and does not undermine its fu-
ture”.

“Though democracy means 
rivalry and competition, we 
must try to find ways to work 
together. We must nurture pol-
icy-based political parties. But 
at this critical juncture, we must 
also rise above partisan politics,” 
he said. 

At the same time, the gov-
ernment is trying to “move to-
wards a state that sees itself first 
and foremost as a servant of the 
people”.

“After decades of authoritar-
ian rule this is no easy task. … 
Many of our institutions must 
be adjusted, others entirely re-
formed. New ones must be cre-
ated. Mentalities must change.”

Noting that Myanmar sits 
at the “new crossroads of Asia”, 
bordering more than two billion 
people and the fastest-growing 
economies in the world, U 
Thein Sein said the reform pro-
cess would enable the country 
to “join this historic evolution 
in Asia”.

While Myanmar was once 
isolated by physical and politi-
cal barriers, it is “now poised to 
break those barriers”, he said.

He urged full US support 
“in making our transformation 

a success”, including training 
from its universities and invest-
ment from its companies.

“To achieve all this we need 
maximum international sup-
port, including from the United 
States, to train and educate, 
share knowledge, trade and in-
vest and encourage others to do 
the same.”

The president was speaking 
shortly after his historic visit to 
the White House. He is the first 
Myanmar head of state to visit 
the United States since General 
Ne Win in 1966. 

Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies 
has been at the forefront of US 
academic institutions’ attempts 
to re-engage with Myanmar. 
The institution has a long histo-
ry in Myanmar, with the Johns 
Hopkins Rangoon Centre open-
ing in 1954. It was shuttered 
eight years later, after the mili-
tary coup, but as U Thein Sein 
noted in his address dozens of 
Myanmar have studied at the 
school, including a member of 
the president’s advisory council.

Karl Jackson, director of 
Asian Studies and the South-
east Asia Studies Program at the 
school and a former national 
security adviser to the US vice 
president, has been instrumen-
tal in restoring the relationship, 
pushing for more funding for 
Myanmar language studies at 
the graduate school, more schol-
arships for Myanmar citizens 
and increased partnerships with 
Myanmar tertiary institutions.

Among the students from 
the School of Advanced Interna-
tional Studies who attended the 
president’s speech was Pajaree 
Varathorn, a second-year gradu-
ate school student who studies 
Myanmar language. She said 
Myanmar is now the most popu-
lar Southeast Asian language at 
the school. 

“Given our history, there is 
some uniqueness of cooperation 
between our school and Myan-
mar. It’s great that the efforts 
of Professor Jackson have been 
recognised at the highest level 
of the Burmese government,” 
she said.

Dean Vali Nasr said he was 
optimistic that U Thein Sein’s 
visit to the school demonstrat-
ed the Myanmar government’s 
commitment to boosting higher 
education, and hoped for con-
tinued engagement in the fu-
ture.

This was echoed by U Thein 
Sein in his speech. “I hope very 
much that we will be able to re-
establish the strong connections 
that once existed,” he said. 

New, more inclusive 
national identity 
needed: president
DANIEL GREENLAND

President U Thein Sein speaks 
at Johns Hopkins University’s 
School of Advanced International 
Studies on May 20. Photo: AFP

US President Barack Obama 
on May 20 saluted President U 
Thein Sein for his leadership in 
pushing through startling po-
litical reforms but warned that 
ethnic violence against Muslims 
must stop.

President Obama praised 
Myanmar’s journey away from 

military rule and promised 
Washington would offer more 
political and economic support.

Seated with U Thein Sein 
in the Oval Office, President 
Obama said previously tor-
tured US-Myanmar relations 
had eased because of “the 
leadership that President [U 
Thein] Sein has shown in mov-
ing Myanmar down a path of 
both political and economic 

reform.”
President Obama repeat-

edly used the word “Myanmar” 
rather than Burma. The for-
mer is slowly being used more 
frequently by US officials as a 
courtesy to the government.

The US president said that 
U Thein Sein, the first Myan-
mar head of state to visit the US 
since 1966, had made “genuine 
efforts” to solve the intricate 

ethnic wars that have long torn 
at Myanmar’s unity, but spoke 
out on the plight of Rohingya 
Muslims.

He expressed “deep concern 
about communal violence that 
has been directed against Mus-
lim communities inside Myan-
mar.

“The displacement of peo-
ple, the violence directed to-
wards them needs to stop,” 

Obama praises president’s leadership
SHAUN TANDON AND 
STEPHEN COLLINSON

A KEY US senator has backed 
an end to US sanctions on My-
anmar after a landmark visit 
by U Thein Sein, signalling 
a new normalisation in rela-
tions despite rights concerns.

President U Thein Sein met 
lawmakers at the US capitol 
on May 21, a day after he be-
came the first Myanmar head 
of state in almost 50 years to 
visit the White House.

Senator Mitch McCo-
nnell, who has spearheaded 
the sanctions campaign for 
the past decade over human 
rights concerns, said after his 
meeting that he would not 
support a renewal of a ban on 
imports from Myanmar.

“I believe renewing sanc-
tions would be a slap in the 
face to Burmese reformers 
and embolden those within 

Burma who want to slow or 
reverse reform,” said Mr Mc-
Connell, who serves as the 
Republican Party’s Senate 
leader.

“Many of us who have fol-
lowed Burma for years never 
thought reform would come 
to this troubled country. This 
is an important moment and I 
believe it is time for Congress 
to take responsible action,” he 
said.

President Barack Obama 
has already waived most sanc-
tions on Myanmar but Con-
gress has kept the laws on the 
books each year, hoping that 
the threat of re-imposing re-
strictions would motivate the 
government to address prob-
lems.

McConnell, who said he 
gave the issue “a great deal of 
thought”, dismissed sugges-
tions that the United States 

would lose leverage and said 
that a ban on gems would re-
main.

The senator said the move 
would give US companies an 
even playing field with com-
petitors from the European 
Union and Australia, which 
are not subject to sanctions.

But U Thein Sein also met 
separately with four House 
of Representatives members 
from President Obama’s Dem-
ocratic Party, who handed him 
a list of nearly 250 inmates 
allegedly jailed for political 
reasons and urged an end to 
ethnic violence.

The prisoners “deserve the 
opportunity to participate in 
the future of the country, and 
we believe they should be re-
leased immediately and un-
conditionally”, the lawmakers 
said in a letter handed to the 
president.

The legislators included 
former speaker Nancy Pelosi 
and Joe Crowley, who has 
moved in the House of Repre-
sentatives to extend Myanmar 
sanctions.

The US and Myanmar on 
May 21 also signed an ac-
cord to formalise dialogue on 
trade, a day after U Thein Sein 
made a pitch to US business 
leaders for investment.

Derek Mitchell, the US am-
bassador to Myanmar, hailed 
U Thein Sein’s reforms as hav-
ing “captured the imagination 
of Americans” but warned 
that “hard work” remained.

“I know of no one in your 
government – or mine – who 
is declaring victory as if the 
future course of your country 
is clear and inevitable,” Mr 
Mitchell told a dinner in U 
Thein Sein’s honour at the US 
Chamber of Commerce. – AFP

US moves to end sanctions after visit
SHAUN TANDON

U Thein Sein draws plaudits but President Obama also expresses concern over violence targeting Muslims in Rakhine State and central Myanmar 

WHITE HOUSE VISIT SPECIAL

‘Peace must be 
rooted in the 
broadest possible 
participation.’

President U Thein Sein 

US President Barack Obama shakes hands with President U Thein Sein during their meeting in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington on May 20. Photo: AFP
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Obama praises president’s leadership

Risk reduction the foundation 
for development, says UN

U Thein Sein draws plaudits but President Obama also expresses concern over violence targeting Muslims in Rakhine State and central Myanmar 

President Obama said.
U Thein Sein told reporters 

through a translator that his 
country had “many challenges”, 
and was grateful for President 
Obama’s policy of engagement 
towards Myanmar, which he 
said had helped the reform 
process.

“For democracy to flourish 
in our country, we will have to 
move forward, and we will have 
to undertake political reforms 
and economic reforms,” he said.

The visit went ahead even 
though critics say President 
Obama’s invitation was prema-
ture and takes pressure off My-
anmar to address abuses such 
as recent anti-Muslim violence 
to which security forces alleg-
edly turned a blind eye.

U Thein Sein has surprised 
even cynics by freeing hun-
dreds of political prisoners, 
easing censorship and enabling 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to enter 
parliament.

The most critical test of re-
form will come in 2015, when 
Myanmar is scheduled to hold 
elections – testing whether 
the military and its allies 
would be willing to cede pow-
er, potentially to Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi.

In an interview with the 
Washington Post published on 
May 20, U Thein Sein would 
not take a position on whether 
the Nobel laureate would be 
allowed to stand, saying the fu-
ture direction of reform was up 
to parliament.

But he is also not budging 
on the constitution’s allocation 
of 25 percent of seats in par-
liament to the armed forces, 
saying that the military had 
preserved Myanmar’s inde-
pendence.

U Thein Sein told the news-
paper that the armed forces 
would “always have a special 
place” in government in Myan-
mar.

Obama has made Myanmar 
a key priority and visited in No-
vember 2012. To some, Myan-
mar represents the biggest suc-

cess from his pledge in his 2009 
inaugural address to reach out 
to US foes if they “unclench” 
their fists.

In recent weeks, the United 
States ended sweeping restric-
tions on visas, and top trade 
official Demetrios Marantis vis-
ited Myanmar to start discus-
sions on economic measures 
such as offering duty-free ac-
cess for certain products.

But in a signal ahead of U 
Thein Sein’s visit, Representa-
tive Joe Crowley, who has long 
been active on Myanmar, intro-
duced legislation to extend for 
one year a ban on trade in the 
country’s gems – a key money-
maker for the military.

Mr Crowley, a member of 
Obama’s Democratic Party 
from New York, said he was 
“very concerned” about human 
rights violations in Myanmar, 
including “brutal attacks” in re-
cent months against the Mus-
lim minority. – AFP

‘The violence 
directed towards 
[Muslims] needs 
to stop.’

President Barack Obama

 US$ TRILLION 

2.5
The cost of natural disasters 

since the turn of the century, as 
estimated by the UN Office for 

Disaster Risk Reduction

US President Barack Obama shakes hands with President U Thein Sein during their meeting in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington on May 20. Photo: AFP

AYE 
SAPAY 
PHYU
ayephyu2006@gmail.com

President Barack Obama and President U Thein Sein. Photo: AFP

THE world has paid a heavy 
economic price for natural 
disasters – US$2.5 trillion so 
far this century – and risk re-
duction measures need to fea-
ture more heavily in the “de-
velopment agenda”, a senior 
United Nations official said 
last week.

Speaking at the fourth ses-
sion of the Global Platform 
for Disaster Risk Reduction in 
Geneva, Switzerland on May 
21, deputy secretary general 
Jan Eliasson said that disas-
ters were being made worse 
by climate change and other 
man-made factors.

In response, the UN is de-
veloping systems to mitigate 
and manage disaster around 
the world. 

“Unfortunately, there are 
man-made components that 
make disaster even worse,” Mr 
Eliasson said. “That’s why we 
have accepted responsibility. 
We have accepted responsibil-
ity on two perspectives – that 
is, the people and world. Peo-
ple are paying a very heavy 
price.”

Mr Eliasson said a new 
global risk model developed 

by the UN Office for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (UNISDR) es-
timates that $2.5 trillion has 
been lost to disasters so far 
this century. The average an-
nual loss from earthquakes 
and cyclones could be in the 
region of $180 billion.

Mr Eliasson highlighted 

the 1991 cyclone in Bangladesh 
that killed 190,000. Following 
that tragedy, prevention meas-
ures were introduced to warn 
the population of approaching 
cyclones. Meteorological early 
warning systems and shelters 
were also upgraded and as a 
result disaster-related casu-
alties have been minimised 
since. 

“We need to really invest 
in disaster risk reduction,” he 
said. “It does pay off.

“By investing in disaster 
risk reduction, we are actually 
laying the groundwork for de-
velopment.”

At the May 21 event, speak-
ers from various countries 
stressed the global conse-
quences of such disasters and 
the need to strengthen pre-
paredness and become more 
resilient through partner-
ships and investment.

Cape Verde’s Minister for 
Home Affairs Marisa Helena 
Nascimento Morais said de-
veloping countries are par-
ticularly vulnerable to natural 
disasters, which can contrib-
ute to impoverishment and 
harm economic growth.

This fourth session of the 
Global Platform is a milestone 
event on the road toward 
developing a second global 
agreement on disaster risk 
reduction called the Hyogo 
Framework for Action II. 

The new framework will 
include and expand on exist-
ing priorities in the Hyogo 
Framework for Action, an 
agreement on disaster risk 
reduction adopted by all UN 
member states in 2005 for a 
period of 10 years.

The five priorities of the 
framework are to make dis-
aster risk reduction a priority, 
know the risks and take ac-
tion, build understanding and 
awareness, reduce risk and be 
prepared and ready to act.
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PLANS to run power lines 
through the heart of Madaya 
will go ahead, Mandalay Re-
gion’s electricity minister said 
last week, despite a local protest 
that saw work eventually halted 
after a lucky draw. 

“If the line is installed at an-
other place [outside of town], 
the cost is likely to be much 
higher. [Running the lines 
through the centre of town] is 
the union government’s plan 
and we will proceed with it,” U 
Myint Kyu told The Myanmar 
Times.

The 33kV high-tension ca-
ble line is part of the Union 
Government’s plan to improve 
electricity supply to Madaya. 
But locals objected to the cho-
sen route – down the town’s 
main road – and even formed 
a group, called Madaya Lovers, 
to protest. 

One member of the group 
said 166 shady trees – the town’s 
“treasure” – would have to be 
cut down to make way for the 
cables and the town would “be-
come lacklustre” without them. 

Another resident, writer U 
Lu Hnin Cho, said the plans 
had prioritised cost-saving over 
safety. 

“There are many less dan-
gerous places outside the town 
to install the cable. They chose 
[this route] to use less money 
than what has been allocated 
for the project. Their intention 
is clear,” he said.

The deadlock between of-
ficials and residents led to an 
electrical engineer from Man-
dalay Region being called in to 
negotiate on May 19.

“When the negotiation was 
made the police and other civil 
servants were called to the 
meeting,” U Lu Hnin Cho said, 
adding that officials were try-
ing to “show off their might” to 
residents.

After no agreement could be 
reached, the township admin-
istrator arranged to decide the 
route of the cable line through 
a lucky draw and those object-
ing to installation on the main 
road won.

A member of Madaya Lovers 
told The Myanmar Times that 
the electrical engineer agreed to 
honour the results of the lucky 
draw – but not without express-
ing her frustrations first.

“When he failed [to convince 
us the route was acceptable], 
the regional engineer uttered 
a word that is inappropriate to 
his designation before saying 
that the project should then 
stop. He also said repeatedly 
that the local people should 
not inform his superiors about 
what had happened,” the resi-
dent said.

U Myint Kyu denied any 
wrongdoing on the part of the 
regional government and said 
the trees would not be felled. 
“If trees are cut, we will cut the 
top of the branches that block 
the cables, not the whole tree,” 
he said. “Local people are too 
anxious.”

The minister said transform-
ers will be installed once the 
cable line has been put in place.

– Translated by Thit Lwin

Tensions 
high over 
Madaya 
power line 
proposal
SI THU LWIN  
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

TWELVE workers at the Taw Win 
timber factory in Shwe Pyi Thar In-
dustrial Zone have been arrested and 
detained, reportedly under laws relat-
ing to trespass, peaceful protest and 
assembly, in a long-running dispute 
with the management.

A lawyer for the workers and other 
activists say they will petition the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw on the case. After 
initially going on hunger strike, the 
detained workers are said to be eating 
normally, but are in poor health.

The dispute arose because factory 
workers complained that the manage-
ment was forcing them to work on 
construction sites, and making female 
workers carry iron rods. After a series 
of negotiations, the matter was settled 
in their favour through a government 
arbitration body, said Daw Thet Thet 
Aung of the 88 Generation group.

“Though the workers won, the 
owner didn’t accept the [arbitration 
body’s] decision and he has taken the 
case to the Supreme Court and had the 
workers arrested. We are going to help 
workers take this matter to hluttaw,” 
said Daw Thet Thet Aung.

“According to the 2012 Settlement 
of Labour Disputes Law, the decision 

of the dispute settlement arbitration 
council is final. The dispute between 
the Taw Win timber factory workers 
and the owner, U Ko Ko Htwe, was 
negotiated at four different levels – 
first between the workers and the 
management, then at township level, 
township arbitration group and finally 
at the dispute settlement arbitration 
council. The workers won according to 
the decision of the council,” she added.

Workers say the management has 
failed to abide by the agreements.

“Government officials from Minis-
try of Labour negotiated with us. But 
the owner kept breaking his promises 
and the contracts we signed. So we 
protested for 15 days last December 
in front of the Department of Labour. 
Department officials negotiated again 
and told us to go back to work,” said 
Ma Lei Lei Win on May 20. 

She said that 12 workers had been 
arrested under laws against trespass 

on April 24.
“When we went to the factory, they 

wouldn’t let us in. We sat outside for 
hours and then some workers broke 
down the gates and went in. We fol-
lowed them,” she said.

U Than Naing, father of an arrest-
ed worker, Nay Lin Aung, said his son 
was arrested under the law on peace-
ful assembly and peaceful protest. 

“Nay Lin Aung was one of the lead-
ers of 200 workers who marched from 
Shwe Pyi Thar to the company offic-
es. The police came in force to arrest 
him early in the morning. But when I 
asked for their warrant, they couldn’t 
produce it,” said U Than Naing. 

“The police have not let us see our 
son yet,” he added. 

U Aung Thurein Tun, the workers’ 
lawyer, said that the arrested workers 
had at first refused to eat in prison, 
but were now eating normally, though 
their health was not good.

The Myanmar Times was unable to 
reach Taw Win company for comment 
last week. However, after the timber 
factory’s workers staged a protest in 
October 2012, Taw Win owner U Ko 
Ko Htwe denied accusations that man-
agers at the factory had treated some 
workers unfairly. 

“In my company, the workers who 
try harder and are better qualified will 
get better chances. I like workers who 
really try hard to do their job well and 
who have ability. So I think the manag-
ers in the factory favour those kinds of 
people,” he said.

Taw Win workers 
arrested: activists

YANGON transport chiefs have pledged 
to take action within six months to re-
duce traffic jams and speed the city’s 
2.5 million commuters on their way. U 
Kyi Thein, chairman of the Yangon City 
Public Transport Authority told The 
Myanmar Times on May 21 that his 
authority was considering 10 upgrad-
ing projects.

Two of these, Bus Rapid Transit and 
Intelligent Transport System, would be 
launched within six months, he said.

“We are planning to upgrade the 
Yangon transportation system with 10 

short- and long-term projects,” he said, 
adding that some of the long-term pro-
jects could take decades to complete.

The Bus Rapid Transit system is 
designed to get people to and from 
their destinations in good time without 
the current problems caused by nose-
to-tail buses racing each other down 
congested streets. It will be introduced 
initially along Pyay Road, with the in-
tention to extend it to Kabaraye Pagoda 
and Insein Roads, he said.

At the same time, the transport au-
thority is talking to South Korean and 
Thai companies about setting up a traf-
fic command and control centre that 
would coordinate the 42 sets of CCTV 
cameras to improve adherence to traf-
fic rules while keeping vehicles moving.

“The cameras can only record viola-
tions of the law, they can’t stop drivers 
breaking the law,” said U Kyi Thein.

Longer-term plans to upgrade Yan-
gon’s railways are aimed at reducing 
road congestion. “There are 2.5 million 
passengers who commute daily in Yan-
gon. But only 100,000 people use the 
circular railway lines. Upgrading the 
lines could increase passenger num-
bers to 200,000 or 300,000, and so ease 
the pressure on buses. We are also plan-
ning an interchange and a park-and-
ride system providing links with buses 
and taxis, as well as looking at water 
transportation,” said U Kyi Thein.

Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) is conducting a survey 
of various types of transportation sys-

tems with features Yangon could copy. 
The survey is expected to be completed 
next April.

A technical survey is also being 
proposed that would pave the way for 
building inner and outer circular el-
evated roads around Yangon. Funding 
is expected to come from government 
loans, subject to hluttaw approval, plus 
foreign aid and investment.

Commuter U Bo Gyi said he wel-
comed plans to improve train services 
in the city. “I have been taking the circle 
train for about seven or eight years and 
I think it’s more convenient than the 
bus,” he said. “But the trains need to be 
regular – at the moment they are often 
late. People will use the train more if 
the service is reliable.” 

Transport body outlines two priority projects

Workers from the Taw Win timber factory protest in Yangon in October. Photo: Yadanar

BRIEFS

Geneva
Applications invited 
for risk awards
The United Nations Office 
for Disaster Risk Reduction 
(UNISDR) has started accepting 
applications for the 2014 Risk 
Award, a partnership between 
the agency, Global Risk Forum 
Davos and German non-profit 
Munich Re Foundation.

The award, titled “Disaster 
Emergency – Resilience for the 
Most Vulnerable”, is dedi-
cated to operational projects 
that improve disaster risk 
management and prevention 
and features 100,000 euros in 
prizemoney.

Disaster emergency planning 
projects that focus on vulner-
able communities are invited 
to take part, with applications 
closing on December 31.

“The most vulnerable people 
are the first hit, yet the last 
who get support. It is urgent 
to empower them to better 
protect themselves,” Walter 
J Amman, president of the 
Global Risk Forum Davos, said 
in a May 23 statement. 

– Aye Sapay Phyu

Mandalay
MCDC issues tender 
on traffic lights
Traffic lights at the junction of 
80th and 26th streets in Manda-
lay will be upgraded to better 
manage “heavy” congestion 
during peak hour, a Mandalay 
City Development Committee 
official says.

Official U Ohn Kyaw said 12 
companies have responded to 
a tender for the new “traffic 
guidance system”.

“Although there are traffic 
lights, it can’t solve the traffic 
congestion. Road users jostle 
against each other. It makes 
the traffic worse. If a traffic 
guidance system is set up, it 
will solve the congestion,” he 
said.

“The tender will be chosen 
by five members – differ-
ent heads of department at 
MCDC.”

In 2012-13, MCDC set up two 
traffic guidance systems – at 
the junction of 66th and 26th 
streets and where the Man-
dalay-Yangon Road meets the 
Sagaing road – at a total cost of 
K63 million. 

– Than Naing Soe

AYE NYEIN WIN  
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com
THIHA TOE  
thihatoe.tht@gmail.com

‘The owner kept 
breaking his 
promises and the 
contracts he signed.’

Ma Lei Lei Win 
Taw Win factory worker

NOE NOE 
AUNG

noenoeag@gmail.com



News 13www.mmtimes.com

MINISTER for Information U 
Aung Kyi has pledged further 
reforms in the media sector, 
saying he hopes Myanmar can 
be a “model” for other Asian 
countries.

The minister made the com-
ments at a media development 
conference held at Kandawgyi 
Palace Hotel in Yangon from 
May 20 to 21.

“I hope our country is one 
of the success stories of the me-
dia reform model in Asia. It has 
moved far within a very short 
period when compared with 
other media environments,” U 
Aung Kyi said at the opening 
of the conference, which was 
organised jointly by the govern-
ment, United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), Inter-
national Media Support (IMS) 
and other international and lo-
cal partners.

“This one-year journey of 
media development has shown 
the development of concrete ties 
between UNESCO, the govern-
ment in partnership with IMS, 
the interim press council, local 
and international media insti-
tutions and civil societies. ... I 
look forward to continuing the 
firm relationship with you all 
throughout our journey of me-
dia reform.”

The conference, which drew 
about 300 participants, focused 
on media development as a 
means of improving govern-
ance. The emergence of com-
munity media organisations in 
ethnic areas, the professional-
ism of Myanmar journalists, the 
need for training programs and 
disputes on media regulation 
generated the most heated dis-
cussion.

U Khin Maung Shwe from 
Burma News International, a 
network of mostly ethnic minor-
ity-based media outlets, said his 
organisation was working “to 
give more of a voice to ethnic 
people and promote transpar-
ency”. 

“We have done lots of reports 
on the peace process and suf-
fering associated with natural 
resource extraction in ethnic 
areas, armed clashes [between 
the Tatmadaw and armed eth-
nic groups], human right viola-
tions, elections, opium growing, 
migrant workers and gender af-
fairs,” he said.

U Tint Swe, the former head 
of the Press Scrutiny and Reg-
istration Division and now a 
director general of Myanmar 
Radio and Television, said the 
participation of ethnic media 
organisations is an import facet 
of media reform.

“While in Indonesia [during 
a study tour to four Asian coun-
tries in July 2012] ... I noticed in 
meetings there were some me-
dia representatives from remote 
small islands of Indonesia with 
different ethnic and social back-
grounds. I was thinking then 
that it would be really great if 

we in Myanmar also practised 
that kind of diverse participa-
tion of various stakeholders in 
media reform,” he said.

“Today we saw such diver-
sification in representatives in 
this conference hall, with par-
ticipants from various parts of 
Myanmar, including Mandalay, 
Myitkyina, Sittwe, Mawlamyine, 
Natmauk, Taunggyi, Lashio and 
Nay Pyi Taw.”

U Thiha Saw, a vice chair-
man of the Myanmar Journal-
ists Association and member of 

the interim press council, said 
ethnic media was “in the spot-
light” but journalists need more 
access to training.

“I also want to see the ethnic 
media publishing in their moth-
er tongue,” he said.

Media legislation and regula-
tion was also a hot topic, reflect-
ing the recent dispute between 
the ministry and the press coun-
cil on the drafting of a new pub-
lishing law.

But press council member 
U Myo Thant Tin said a re-
cent compromise between the 
government and the industry 
represented a remarkable step 
forward.

Journalists who took part in 
the conference emphasised the 
need to build institutions ca-
pable of generating responsible 
media professionals.

U Tint Swe said recommen-
dations from the conference 
could shape future reforms.

“We will shape the way for-
ward with some specific recom-
mendations,” he said. 

Minister pledges 
more reforms in 
the media sector 

SANDAR 
LWIN

newsroom@mmtimes.com.mm

THE Waso chinlone festival will get underway 
this week in Mandalay, with competitors from 
the United States and Germany expected to 
take part, the secretary of the event’s organis-
ing committee said.

The annual festival, which is being held for 
the 85th time, begins on May 30. About 1650 
teams will travel to Mandalay for the event, 
which takes place in a small stadium in the 
compound of Mahamuni Pagoda.

“More than 3000 teams applied to partici-
pate but we couldn’t accept them all so we 
decided who could take part through a lucky 
draw,” U Kyaw Thein said.

“Teams from Japan, the US, Thailand and 
Germany will come this year, while a group 

from Brazil is visiting to make a film about the 
festival,” he said. 

This year’s festival will run for 55 days, five 
days longer than in 2012. Organisers have also 
increased the number of teams by 150, from 
1500. Each day, 30 teams will perform be-
tween 9am to midnight.

“Solo players and female players are also 
included this year. I think fans will be pleased 
with the festival,” he said.

Each team pays an entrance fee of K2500, 
which is then donated to Mahamuni Pagoda 
and respected chinlon players.

Chinlone is a traditional sport in which 
teams of around five players keep a cane ball, 
known as a chinlone, from hitting the ground 
by using parts of their body other than their 
hands.

Chinlone festival to start May 30
PHYO WAI KYAW  pwkyaw@gmail.com

‘I want to see 
the ethnic media 
publishing in 
their mother 
tongue.’

U Thiha Saw 
Interim press council member

Chinlone players participate 
in the Waso festival in May 
2007. Photo: Phyo Wai Kyaw
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MANDALAY residents have criticised 
the government’s handling of the distri-
bution of SIM cards last week, after the 
release was postponed a day because 
ward offices were unable to cope with 
the huge demand.

The second batch of K1500 CDMA 
800MHz cards were supposed to go on 
sale nationally on May 20, after the first 
release of 350,000 cards on April 24. 
Distribution was managed by state and 
region governments, with cards sold 
through ward and village tract admin-
istration offices. 

Demand was significantly higher 
than for the release of the first batch 
in April because the SIM cards, which 
have a K1500 face value, are trading for 
K70,000 on the black market.

U Win Ko Ko, the administrator 
for Pearl Ngweyi ward in Mandalay’s 
Aung Myay Tharsan township, said the 
release was pushed back to May 21 be-
cause of safety concerns.

He said the regional government 
had allocated fewer cards to ward of-
fices this month but demand from resi-
dents was higher than on April 24.

“This month we were only allocated 
95 SIM cards for Pearl Ngweyi ward 
compared with 110 last month. Last 
month we sold them on a first-come, 
first-served basis and we planned to do 
the same this month.

“But many more people showed up, 
along with a lot of black marketers, so 
we postponed the release by one day on 
the instructions of the district adminis-
trator,” he said.

However, it was unclear why fewer 
SIM cards were available to consumers 
on May 20, as the overall allocation for 
Mandalay Region increased by more 
than 4000, to 69,395. 

Some residents said ward admin-
istrators had not conducted the sale 
transparently, and questioned why so 
few cards had ended up in the hands of 
the public.

“People are started queuing at 2pm 
on May 19 after they heard the govern-
ment announcement that the cards 
would be released on May 20. In our 
quarter the SIMs were sold from 2pm 
on May 20 but the ward administrator 
said there were none left after only 12 
cards were sold,” said a resident from 
Aung Myay Tharsan township, who 
asked not to be named.

“We don’t know how many SIM 
cards were meant to be sold in the ward 
but it definitely wasn’t a transparent 
process,” he said.

U Hla Myint from Aung Myay Thar 

San township said there were rumours 
that administrators had withheld sup-
ply and instead sold the cards to bro-
kers for a higher fee.

“We heard the administrator in our 
ward sold the SIM cards for K5000 
each,” he said.

Some journals reported clashes be-
tween people waiting in long queues, 
and that people had been hospitalised 

after standing too long in the hot sun.
The long queues prompted some 

Mandalay administrators to start using 
a lucky draw system, which has been 
employed widely in Yangon to sell the 
SIM cards.

“Our ward was allocated 140 SIM 
cards last month but we just received 
120 this time. After more than 800 peo-
ple turned up to buy them, the town-

ship administrator instructed us to sell 
them with a lucky draw,” said U Aung 
San Lin, administrator for West Thiri-
marlar ward in Aung Myay Tharsan 
township.

“Another problem was we were only 
told about the details of the SIM card 
sale at 6pm on May 19 so it was too late 
to announce anything in the ward.” 

– Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Residents queue outside the administrative office in Min Tae Ekin ward in Mandalay’s Aung Myay Tharsan township to buy 
SIM cards on May 20. Photo: Si Thu Lwin

Anger in Mandalay over SIM sale
THAN NAING SOE  
thennaingsoe@gmail.com
AUNG YE THWIN  
aungyethwin.mmt@gmail.com

POLICE are blaming a number 
of factors, including pornogra-
phy, for a rise in rape cases in 
Mandalay Region in the first 
quarter of this year.

Police Major Soe Nyein from 
the Mandalay regional police of-
fice told The Myanmar Times 
that the number of cases had 
risen from 14 in the first three 
months of 2012 to 20 over the 
same period this year.

He said this was because of 
a number of reasons, including 
the watching of pornographic 
movies, and women going out-
side alone late at night or being 
“too trusting”.

He made the comments as 

police revealed that the number 
of major crimes committed in 
the region in the first quarter 
of 2013 was almost double the 
same period last year.

However, Pol Maj Soe Nyein 
said this was largely because of 
the rioting in Meiktila in which 
at least 44 people were killed, 
with the number of murders ris-
ing from 27 to 56.

“The rise in murders in the 
first quarter may be attributable 
to the Meiktila conflict. Rape 
cases have also risen but other 
types of major crimes have not 
increased much on last year,” 
Pol Maj Soe Nyein said.

Drunkenness was a factor in 
many of the murders reported to 
police, he said, adding that only 
a few cases were premeditated.

From January 1 to the end 
of March there were 83 cases 
of major crime, up from 42 in 
the same period last year. How-
ever, Pol Maj Soe Nyein said 
the increase was not as large 
when compared with the third 
quarter of 2012, when 69 major 
crimes were committed.

The category covers cases 
of murder, armed robbery,  
robbery, kidnap, rape, burglary, 
animal theft, high treason, ille-
gally carrying weapons and un-
lawful association.

He said police were taking 
steps to try and cut the number 
of murders, including taking ac-
tion against those found carry-
ing knives and selling illegal liq-
uor in areas with high murder 
rates. – Translated by Thit Lwin

Murder, rape on rise in 2013
SI THU LWIN  
sithulwin.mmtimes@gmail.com

SCHOLARS have until the end 
of this week to submit a pres-
entation to take part in a work-
shop on the Suvannabhumi 
kingdom in Mon State.

A Department of Archaeol-
ogy, National Museum and Li-
brary official said applications 
close on May 31 for the work-
shop, which will be held in 
Mawlamyine in early June. The 
department is hosting the two-
day workshop and has invited 
archaeologists, historians and  
other scholars from Myanmar 
and abroad to take part. 

“The [region’s] history, cul-
ture and customs, and religion 
are not only important for Myan-
mar but also for Southeast Asia.  
We need to find out more specif-
ic information [about Suvanna-
bhumi],” he said. – Cherry Thein

Mon State 
workshop
planned

‘It definitely wasn’t a 
transparent process.’
Aung Myay Tharsan township resident

Job Vacancy
The British Embassy is currently looking to recruit a highly 
motivated and energetic individual to join our team as a Deputy 
Corporate Services Manager.
 For more information and details on how to apply, please visit the 
link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-
embassy-rangoon/about/recruitment
Deadline for submission of applications will be on 4 June 2013.

Job Vacancy
The British Embassy is currently looking to recruit highly motivated 
and energetic individuals to join our team as Project Coordinator.
 
For more information and details on how to apply, please visit the 
link below:
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/organisations/british-
embassy-rangoon/about/recruitment
Deadline for submission of applications will be on 14 June 2013.
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MAWLAMYINE is joining the 
international jet set. Thai-based 
Nok Air has proposed linking 
the port city, in Mon State, to 
Mae Sot, across the border in 
Thailand, the Department of 
Civil Aviation has confirmed.

Nok says it will open the Mae 
Sot-Mawlamyine route in Sep-
tember and extend it to Yangon 
the following month. In Novem-
ber the airline says it will launch 
a Bangkok-Yangon route, flying 
to and from Don Muang airport. 
“We suggested they should 
start on the basis of charter 
flights initially,” U Win Swe 
Tun, the department’s depu-
ty director general, told The 
Myanmar Times last week. 
He said Nok Air had conducted 
a test flight to Mawlamyine air-
port last year and found it suit-
able for small aircraft.

“Before the airline opens the 
new service from Mae Sot, we 
will establish customs and immi-
gration sections at Mawlamyine 
airport. The plan is almost con-
firmed,” said U Win Swe Tun. 
Nok will be the first foreign car-
rier to connect Mawlamyine by 
air with the outside world, and 
it is the second airline, after My-
anma Airways, to serve Mawla-
myine. Myanma Airways oper-
ates flights from Mawlamyine 
to Yangon, as well as Dawei and 
Myeik in Tanintharyi Region.

“I think this route will draw 
business visitors from Thai-
land,” said U Win Swe Tun. 

Nok is also studying possible 
routes connecting Thailand’s 
Chiang Mai with both Bagan 
and Yangon.

Mon State 
capital to 
get Mae 
Sot flights
ZAW WIN THAN   
zawwinthan@gmail.com
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ACTIVIST Ko Htin Kyaw has been 
jailed for “proudly” refusing to put 
up bail a day after staging a protest 
calling for charges to be laid against 
former Senior General Than Shwe’s 
grandson. However, the two incidents 
do not appear to be linked.

Ko Htin Kyaw, the leader of Move-
ment of Democracy Current Forces 
(MDCF), held a solo protest on May 
22 after receiving permission from 
police in North Okkalapa township.

He staged the protest because po-
lice at 22 township stations had re-
fused to accept his application to file 
charges against U Nay Shwe Thway 
Aung for allegedly assaulting a traf-
fic policeman in Yangon on March 14.

“All of them said they have to in-
form their superiors first. Not only 
civilians but also civil servants feel 
they are not protected by the law. 
There is no rule of law for Myanmar 
people. That’s why I protested yes-
terday,” he told The Myanmar Times 
on May 23.

Ko Htin Kyaw was jailed the fol-
lowing day after appearing in court 

for an unrelated matter and refusing 
to pay bail. 

He has been charged with defama-
tion after accusing a businessman, U 
Aik Linn, the owner of Nan Htike Taw 
Win restaurant, of being a crony at a 
press conference in early February.

The judge at North Okkalapa 
Township Court asked him to post a 
K500,000 surety for bail.

“I’m standing for the people and 
for the truth. I don’t need to post bail. 
The judge said that if I didn’t do it, he 
would send me to jail. So I told them 
that I would go proudly.”  

Ko Htin Kyaw and two friends 
were taken to Insein Prison on the 
evening of May 23.

The dispute relates to U Aik Linn’s 
purchase of a plot of land in Mayan-
gone township’s No 6 ward from the 
government.

Ko Htin Kyaw said the people liv-
ing on the plot were evicted without 
receiving any compensation.

“I protested for the people who 
used to live there – now they are liv-
ing on the streets like animals be-
cause their places were sold through 
a tender. More than 1000 people are 
now on the streets,” he said.

Activist jailed 
after refusing 
to put up bail

IN PICTURES Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and his wife Akie 
wave before boarding a plane at Tokyo's Haneda Airport 
on May 24. Mr Abe arrived in Yangon later the same 
day for a three-day visit, the first by a Japanese leader to 
Myanmar in 36 years. Photo: AP/Kyodo News
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Soldiers clean drains in 
Pyin Oo Lwin
The headmaster of the Defence 
Services Academy in Pyin Oo Lwin 
and 300 soldiers got their hands 
dirty cleaning drains in the former 
colonial hill station.

The soldiers cleared trash and 
debris from Gal Laung Creek, which 
flows through the town, on May 18 
as part of efforts to prevent flooding 
during the rainy season.

Surprised residents welcomed the 
soldiers with cold drinks and food, 
said resident U Ko Lay.

Residents said the creek had not 
properly been cleared for several 
years. The creek flows through the 
town on its way from Kan Taw Lay to 
BE Waterfall and regularly overflows 
during rainy season, flooding many 
wards in Pyin Oo Lwin.

“A military officer told me that he 
was glad at the reception they got 
from the public,” said Ko Zin Min 
Htut. –  Si Thu Lwin, translated by 
Zar Zar Soe

Correction
The caption on the photo accompany-
ing the article “After two decades, 
China begins to reach out to NLD”, 
published in the May 20-26 edition 
(No 678) of The Myanmar Times, was 
incorrect. The photo shows China’s 
ambassador to Myanmar Yang Houlan 
meeting Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on 
April 22, not former ambassador Li 
Junhua. We regret the error.

YCDC invites tenders to 
turn trash into power, fuel

TWO new waste disposal plants 
will use Yangon’s trash to generate 
electricity and natural gas for vehi-
cles, with construction starting as 
early as November, Yangon City De-
velopment Committee says.

The plants are also needed to re-
duce the strain on the city’s waste 
dumps, which are almost at burst-
ing point and are causing environ-
mental damage, said U Khin Win, 
deputy head of YCDC’s pollution 
and cleaning department.

“Our department is planning to 
change [the city’s] waste disposal 
system and has invited tenders for 
building plants. We have chosen 10 
domestic and foreign companies 
[of which] two will be chosen [to 
build the plants],” he said.

The 10 companies have been 
told to submit their final proposals 
to YCDC by August 7.

Companies from South Korea, 
Japan and Malaysia are looking to 
invest in the business of turning 
Yangon’s waste into energy, U Khin 
Win said. 

“Forty-three [local and inter-
national] companies ... offered 77 
[possible ways] of transforming 
waste to energy. We’ve been try-
ing to find new systems for waste 
disposal for a long time. But the 
plans to produce electricity or nat-
ural gas can be implemented this  
November,” he said.

U Khin Win said Yangon’s pop-
ulation is growing and so is the 
amount of trash that needs to be 
disposed of. While YCDC workers 
gathered around 1400 tonnes a day 
in 2011, the figure averaged about 
1500 tonnes in 2012, a survey by his 
department found.

This is having a worrying impact 
on the environment in areas near 
the city’s dumping spots.

“The condition of the soil in the 
places we use to dump waste from 
all over the city is now bad. The 

earth can’t be reused and the un-
derground water resources nearby 
are also being damaged … [by] the 
liquid from the waste,” he said. 

“We need a new system for the 
waste – the open dumping system 

is not really enough for a big city 
like Yangon.”

Yangon’s waste is divided be-
tween two locations, both of which 
are becoming overloaded. Garbage 
from the city’s northern and west-
ern townships – about 800 tonnes 
a day – sent to a 200-acre site in 
Hlaing Thar Yar township, while 
garbage from eastern and southern 
townships goes to a 50-acre site 
– formerly a cemetery – in North 
Dagon township.

An electricity-generating incin-
eration plant will be built at the 
North Dagon site, while a plant for 
turning trash into natural gas will 
be built in Hlaing Thar Yar, said 
department official U Aung Myint 
Maw.

By pressing and purifying the 

methane gas generated by the 
waste, YCDC expects the Hlaing 
Thar Yar site will be able to gener-
ate 92 percent pure bio-gas, which 
can then be used instead of com-
pressed natural gas in vehicles.

U Aung Myint Maw said the 
North Dagon plant had to come 
online before factories open at the 
Thilawa Special Economic Zone, 
southeast of Yangon.

“We’ve got an agreement [to 
handle Thilawa’s waste] with the 
management office of the Thilawa 
zone. Authorities have told us 100 
tonnes of hazardous waste will 
come from Thilawa [after facto-
ries are operating]. That’s why the 
incineration plant must be ready 
before the Thilawa zone is ready to 
run,” U Aung Myint Maw said.

Children collect rubbish at a dump on the outskirts of Yangon. Photo: Kaung Htet
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BRIEFS

 TONNES 

1500
The amount of trash sent to landfill 

sites in Yangon each day

Ten companies invited to submit final proposals by August 7, with construction getting underway in November

AUSTRALIA will increase its 
assistance to Myanmar by al-
most 30 percent this year, its 
embassy in Yangon announced 
last week.

Official development as-
sistance will rise from A$64.2 
million (US$62.13 million) to 
A$82.8 million ($80.13 million) 
in 2013-14, Michael Hassett, 
head of development assistance 
at the embassy, said in a state-
ment on May 23.

“Australia remains commit-
ted to assisting Myanmar to im-
plement reforms and overcome 
poverty.  This is demonstrated 
by the increase in our funding 
of A$18.6 million ($18 million) 
compared with last year,” Mr 
Hassett said.

The statement said Austral-
ian assistance to Myanmar, 
which is managed by the Aus-
tralian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID), will 
focus on improving education 
and health services, while also 
helping to strengthen govern-
ance and institutions.

Over the next three years, 
Australia’s funding will help 
avert more than 25,000 deaths 
of children under five and more 
than 3000 maternal deaths, the 
statement said. It will also see 
learning kits provided to 1.3 
million primary students and 
31,000 teachers trained. 

It will also support increased 
agricultural productivity, food 
availability and household in-
come for up to two million 
people. Australia will also con-
tinue to provide humanitar-
ian assistance to those affected 
by disasters and conflict, the  
statement said. 

Australia announces 
30 percent aid boost
THOMAS KEAN
tdkean@gmail.com

 A$ MILLION 

82.8
Australia’s aid budget for 

Myanmar in  2013-14
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Pedestrians and vehicles negotiate flooded 
streets in downtown Yangon on May 22. The 
Department of Meteorology’s Kabar Aye weather 
station recorded 0.47 inches of rain in the 24 
hours to 9:30am on May 23, taking total rainfall 
for the year to date to 2.79 inches. Photo: Ko Taik

INDONESIAN police have ar-
rested the alleged mastermind 
of a failed plot to bomb the 
Myanmar embassy and another 
man suspected of being the 
bombmaker, an official said on 
May 23.

Sigit Indrajit was detained 
late on May 22 in Jakarta as he 
got off a boat that had arrived 
from Sumatra, national police 
spokesman Boy Rafli Amar said, 
adding that he was allegedly 
“the planner of the attack”.

The second suspect, identi-
fied only as Rohadi, was de-
tained early on May 23 at a 
house on the outskirts of Jakar-
ta where officers found bomb-
making materials including 
fertiliser, Mr Amar said.

“We believe Rohadi played 
the role of bombmaker,” the 
spokesman said.

The police’s elite anti-terror 
unit had been searching for Mr 
Indrajit since the plot was foiled 
on May 2 when two men were 
arrested with five pipe bombs in 
a backpack in a busy south Ja-
karta neighbourhood.

Police said they had been 
planning to attack the embassy 
in Jakarta the following day.

After the plot was uncov-
ered, police launched a major 
counter-terrorism operation 
focused mainly on the main  
island of Java, killing eight 
terror suspects and arresting 
more than 20 others.

There is growing anger 
in Muslim-majority Indone-
sia over religious clashes in 
largely-Buddhist Myanmar 
that have left many minority 
Muslims dead and tens of thou-
sands displaced. – AFP

Embassy 
bombing 
accused 
nabbed

IN PICTURES

LETPADAUNG residents have 
founded a new committee to 
oversee their campaign for 
compensation for land taken 
by the copper mill project. As of 
mid-May, the Farmland Protec-
tion Committee will coordinate 
all their activities, including ac-
ceptance of compensation.

“Residents of 13 villages 
who have not yet accepted 
compensation have formed the 
committee. We think that it is 
better to act in cooperation,” 
said U Aung Myint Thein of 
Moegyopyin village. 

The villages include Wett-
may, Tone, Moegyopyin, Kan-
taw, Phaungtakar, Laeti, Ton-
eywa Thit and others. 

“Our aim is to protect our 
lands and to run the protest 
campaign,” said U Aung Myint 

Thein, adding that most villag-
ers wanted to participate.

“We are still drawing up a 
list of members but there are at 
least 170. Other groups, such as 
the Service Network for Politi-
cal Prisoners and Yangon Pub-
lic Service Network, are also 
supporting our committee,” 
said U Aung Than Myo of Ton-
eywa village. 

A report released by the Let-
padaung Investigation Commis-
sion in March found that the 
companies behind the project – 
Wanbao of China and military-
run Union of Myanmar Eco-
nomic Holdings Limited – took 
7867.78 acres for the project,  
including 5057 acres of culti-
vated land.

The report stated that the 
companies had taken too much 
land and recommended that 
appropriate compensation be 
provided for 6784 acres.

The investigation commis-
sion found out that appropriate 
compensation was not given 
to those whose farms were 
confiscated and homes were 

relocated under the 1984 Land 
Confiscation Act.

The investigation commis-
sion formed a subgroup on land 
compensation on March 11 to 
implement the report’s recom-
mendations. Since March 16, 
households that lost land to the 
project have received amounts 
ranging from K500,000 to K1.5 
million. Between March 16 and 
May 15, 764 villagers received 
K2.267 billion in additional 
compensation.

However, members of the 
new committee say that only 
around one-third of residents 
have accepted the increased 
compensation. 

“We don’t want compensa-
tion. We want to get back our 
lands,” said Ko Nyi of Tone  
village.

Villagers said they will con-
tinue to lobby for their land to 
be returned, as well as for a 
section 144 curfew order in the 
Letpadaung area to be lifted 
and for the project to be can-
celled “within the framework 
of the law”.

Letpadaung mine 
communities form 
compensation body

EI EI 
TOE 

LWIN
eieitoelwin@gmail.com
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ON March 27, China’s Ministry of In-
dustry and Information Technology 
published an article titled “Myanmar 
lifts ban of Facebook, blocked now by 
only four countries in the world”.

The article was mystifying given 
Myanmar has never banned Facebook. 
But there was also the issue of the four 
countries; it listed North Korea, Cuba 
and Iran, along with “an unnamed 
country”, which was, of course, a refer-
ence to China.

Gao Mingbo cannot access Face-
book in his home country but behind 
the imposing red walls of the Chinese 
embassy in Yangon’s Dagon township 
he has quickly become one of his gov-
ernment’s most prolific Facebook us-
ers. 

Mr Gao, the head of the embassy’s 
political section, launched the embas-
sy's Facebook page about a year ago 
after reading an article on the social 
networking site’s increasing popularity 
in Myanmar. He was already familiar 
with the site from his time as a stu-
dent in London. The page has become 
an outlet for the embassy, giving it the 
opportunity to both post news and re-
spond to it, and as of last week it had 
more than 1200 “likes”. 

Despite Myanmar’s low internet 
penetration rates, Amara Digital Agen-
cy in Yangon estimates that there are 
around 800,000 Facebook users in the 
country. 

Mr Gao posts almost daily, and up 
to five times on a busy day. The posts 
provide an update on the interactions 
between Chinese and Myanmar diplo-
mats, civil society groups and political 
parties. As The Myanmar Times re-
ported recently, this engagement has 
grown to include opposition parties, 
most notably Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
National League for Democracy. 

Some of the posts generating the 
most activity are those of former Chi-
nese leaders making visits to Myan-
mar. One post of Chinese Premier Zhou 
Enlai celebrating water festival in 1960 
has proven particularly popular.

He is also in charge of the embassy’s 
Sina Weibo account, a Chinese micro-
blogging site, and last week launched 
a Twitter account, though Mr Gao ad-
mits he is still trying to get the hang 
of writing in 140 characters or less. All 
are part of the embassy’s new tri-lin-

gual approach to public engagement. 
But China is not alone in Myanmar 

or abroad in adopting social media to 
further its diplomatic outreach efforts.

“Diplomats have gradually in-
creased their reliance on social media,” 
said Philip Seib, a professor and direc-
tor at the Centre on Public Diplomacy 
at the University of Southern Califor-
nia in Los Angeles. “It has become 
more pervasive and foreign ministries 
have figured out the opportunities and 
hazards of such use. Today’s dominant 
social media … did not exist a decade 
ago, so the pace has been quick.” 

Mr Seib said he believed that social 
and new media would become a com-
mon feature of what he called the “dip-
lomatic toolbox” in coming years. 

But the ban on most social media 
sites presents a contradiction for Chi-
nese diplomats. Facebook, which says 
it has more than one billion members 
globally, began to face restriction in 
China in 2008 and was blocked in 
2009. Twitter was also blocked in 2009, 
along with popular video sharing site 

YouTube. 
Mr Gao offered no apologies for 

taking to the social networking sites. 
“I don’t care,” he said of the embas-

sy’s Facebook use. “When in Rome do 
the Roman way. If it is popular here we 
will use it here. We try whatever means 
are available.” 

Other Chinese embassies have been 
far less active on Facebook, and appear 
to have had little success in engaging 
local communities through the site. 
The cultural office of the Chinese em-
bassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh is moder-
ately popular. The Chinese embassy in 
India has only around 60 “likes” and is 
little more than a forum for spam. 

None are nearly as active as the 
Chinese embassy in Myanmar’s page, 
which perhaps reflects the continued 
challenges the country is facing in 
counteracting widespread anti-Chi-
nese sentiment.

These feelings were most recently 
on full display in late April, when an-
gry confrontations between protesters 
and police broke out near the site of 

the China-backed Letpadaung copper 
mine. Just days earlier, residents on 
Maday Island in Rakhine State protest-
ed outside a China National Petroleum 
Company site linked to the oil gas 
pipeline between Rakhine and Yunnan 
Province. 

While Mr Gao says the primary goal 
of the Facebook page is to inform the 
public, it complements the embassy’s 
efforts to better reach out to the media 
through press releases, briefings and 
access to Chinese officials. 

Used to being stonewalled by the 
embassy and its officials, journalists 
now find themselves invited to meet-
and-greets with the Chinese ambas-
sador. Emails and phone calls are 
promptly returned.

“They are active; before it was very 
difficult to interview the ambassador 
or any Chinese officials,” said U Kyaw 
Zwa Moe, editor of the English edition 
of news magazine The Irrawaddy.

“They [China] really lost their rela-
tionship with the people,” U Kyaw Zwa 
Moe said. “And now they are trying to 
rebuild it.”

U Toe Zaw Latt, Myanmar bureau 
chief at Democratic Voice of Burma, 
agreed. 

“We have direct contact with the 
embassy in Yangon,” he said. “There 
has been lots of negative press for Chi-
nese businesses and they are trying to 
reach the media. They are taking an 
aggressive approach to getting to know 
the local media and Burmese media.”

Eleven Media Group, which the 
Chinese embassy has singled out for 
allegedly misreporting China-related 
news, did not respond to repeated re-
quests for comment. 

Mr Gao said he is not attempting to 
control the media but instead trying 
to provide journalists with a resource 
where they can obtain accurate facts 
about China’s activities in Myanmar. 

“There is increased interest, domes-
tic and international, in what is going 
on in Myanmar and what the Chinese 
are doing here,” he said. “We can get 
the facts right, get the correct infor-
mation to the media and the general 
public.”

But as many institutions attempt-
ing to engage people over Facebook 
have found, using the social network-
ing site also opens them up to the un-
predictable and often ruthless world of 
anonymous and faceless internet com-
mentators. 

Comments on the embassy page’s 
posts range the spectrum from sup-
portive to hateful to the slightly ab-
surd. Recently, one user took issue 
with a cartoon of two people rowing 
a boat together. One was supposed to 
represent Myanmar, the other China, 

and the message was that the countries 
were working together to further their 
mutual interests. The commenter’s 
complaint was that the Chinese rower 
was drawn at the front of the boat. 

Mr Gao responded personally, sug-
gesting that the Chinese rower was 
drawn at the front of the boat because 
the character was female and therefore 
lighter.

“There will sometimes be radical 
comments,” Mr Gao said. “Personally 
I don’t care too much about the re-
sponse. It is just to make sure our cor-
rect information gets across.”

Though he welcomed the liberali-
sation of Myanmar’s media landscape, 
including the relaxing of restrictions on 
censorship and the return of exile me-
dia outlets, Mr Gao said that the same 
might not be possible in China and it 
is impossible to draw comparisons be-
tween the two media environments. 

“We have our own ways, own back-
ground and our own system.”

Through Facebook, China reaches out

TIM 
MCLAUGHLIN
timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

Although it is banned in China, Facebook has become an essential part of the country’s efforts to combat anti-Chinese 
sentiment in Myanmar. As protests threaten to derail major Chinese projects in Myanmar, the embassy has embarked on a 
new strategy to reach out to not only journalists but also to ordinary internet users – with some surprising results

Gao Mingbo, the head of the political section at the Chinese embassy in Yangon. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing
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The number of Facebook users who had 
'liked' the page of the Chinese embassy 

in Yangon as of May 25
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THEY call it “Old Man’s Land” – ravaged 
by conflict and economic deprivation, 
Mon State is a place bereft of its young, 
who have flooded overseas in search of 
work.

But with a reformist government pro-
moting peace and economic development 
in impoverished border areas, the region 
is now looking to its future – and its lost 
youth.

The rural Mon community of Ywarthit 
is a place for the old and the very young. 
Locals say around 70 percent of house-
holds are missing the generation in  
between.

Many teenagers leave once they have 
finished school, crossing the border into 
Thailand to seek work in factories or as 
domestic helpers.

“There are not many people left in the 
village now. Only mothers and grandpar-
ents taking care of the grandchildren,” 
said Daw Nyein Tin, whose five children 
all went to Thailand to look for jobs.

She said she relies on their remittanc-
es, having given up work to look after five 
grandchildren.

“How would I live if they didn’t send 
money?” the 60-year-old said.

A recent study by HelpAge Internation-
al found about a quarter of households in 
Mon state contained only grandparents 
and grandchildren – markedly higher 
than the 10pc for the country as a whole.

Myanmar’s remote borderlands – 
home to various ethnic minority groups – 
have been battered by civil wars since the 
country won independence from British 
colonial rule in 1948.

Under the military government, grave 
human rights abuses as well as policies 
aimed at choking supply links to armed 
groups severely affected local communi-
ties and their economies.

While the quasi-civilian government 
that took power in early 2011 inked cease-
fires last year with rebels from Mon and 

neighbouring Karen state, migrant work-
ers have yet to begin flocking home.

Financial incentive alone is enough for 
many young people to work outside My-
anmar.

Neighbouring Thailand has almost 1.7 
million registered Myanmar workers, with 
an estimated one million more unregis-
tered, according to migrant rights activist 
Andy Hall.

Thailand needs this cheap labour to 
bolster sectors like construction, food 
processing and its fishing industry, but 
Mr Hall said migrants are often subject to 
abuse and discrimination.

“They want to go home but the wage 
differentiation is so big they just can’t do 
it,” Mr Hall said.

U Kyaw Thu Ya and his wife Daw Hay 
Mar, from Mon State’s capital, Mawla-
myine, met at a shrimp processing factory 
in Thailand’s Mahachai industrial area, 
where thousands of Myanmar migrants 
live and work.

“My heart aches that our country is 
not the same as other countries. ... I miss 
my parents very much,” lamented U Kyaw 
Thu Ya, who said his family of rice farmers 
have a “hard life” back in Myanmar.

The couple live in a small, barely-
furnished room in a block crowded with 
young people from their homeland. They 
do not have much, but even their scant 
possessions would be impossible luxuries 
at home.

“Here we have jobs. The condition of 
the roads and electricity and everything is 
good. In Myanmar, we would not be able 
to afford a television or computer. This is 
the big difference,” said U Kyaw Thu Ya.

When Daw Aung San Suu Kyi visited 
Thailand last year, she told throngs of mi-
grants in Mahachai that she hoped they 
would soon return to their homeland.

It is a sentiment echoed in Myanmar’s 
corridors of power.

Grand plans to build special economic 
zones across the country hinge on a level 
of skilled labour that is currently lacking 
in the long-isolated nation, and many of-
ficials hope luring back migrants will help 
make up the shortfall.

Some things are changing in the re-
gion. Work is underway to repave the 
road running to the border with Thailand. 
There are plans for a deep sea port fur-
ther south in Dawei, and local people have 
seen a flurry of visits from international 
firms.

The interest has raised concerns about 
some development projects – particularly 
mining – leading to land confiscations 
and environmental damage, said Ash-
ley South, consultant with the Myanmar 
Peace Support Initiative.

Mon State, which relies heavily on rub-
ber and other agriculture, needs to diver-
sify into other areas such as industry, said 
U Tint San, who is state manager of Myan-
mar Agricultural Produce Trading, a part 
of the Ministry of Commerce.

But electricity shortages are a major 
challenge, with authorities anticipating it 
will take two or three years to meet the 
needs of the region.

“We still have not got real opportuni-
ties,” U Tint San said.

On the outskirts of Mawlamyine, farm-
er U Htwe Yi said he doubted a rural exist-
ence would appeal to young people after 
the faster pace of life abroad.

“Those who have been there cannot 
live back here. If I was still young, I would 
want to go,” the 58-year-old said. – AFP
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Mon State seeks new lease of life
A man smokes in his house in the Mon State capital, Mawlamyine. Photo: AFP

Paying for an 
‘international’ 
education

KELLY MACNAMARA

 MILLION 

1.7
The number of registered Myanmar 

migrant workers in Thailand

I RECENTLY came across a lu-
dicrous article. I won’t reveal 
the title and author, but it was a 
scathing attack on the rapidly in-
creasing number of internation-
al schools in Myanmar. Despite 
being well written, it focused 
mainly on criticising the lack of 
foreign teachers.

The article stated emphati-
cally that owing to a lack of 
“qualified foreign teachers, our 
children are exposed to bad edu-
cation”.

I read it again, made a cut-
ting, and placed it in a per-
sonal album titled “Published  
Nonsense”.

I did agree with one thing: 
most international schools in 
Myanmar are not up to an inter-
national standard. In liberalis-
ing different aspects of our soci-
ety we have enjoyed some gains, 
yet incurred losses as well.

The private education sector 
is one of these losses. “Inter-
national” schools are sprout-
ing like mushrooms. They are 
massive investments, trying to 
outdo one another with glossy 
advertisements. Billboards all 
over Yangon are full of summer 
courses, special “discounts” and 
other promotional campaigns. 
The word “international”, in my 
opinion, is too easily and loosely 
employed.

The beaming faces of smartly 
uniformed pupils in advertise-
ments on billboards, newspa-
pers and television are hiding 
a sinister truth. As businesses, 
these schools are striving for one 
golden goal: profit.

This is not a bad thing pro-
vided that the schools fulfill their 
promise of a sound education 
with an internationally recog-
nised and accredited curriculum 
and, most importantly, qualified, 
dedicated teaching specialists. 
But many have not been able to 
do so. A school stocked with an 
eclectic mix of Caucasian teach-
ers isn’t the answer. A white 
face doesn’t always translate 
into proper teaching. In truth, 
as many Myanmar parents are 
beginning to discover, it is very 
much the opposite.

These “teachers” can be clas-
sified into two groups: those 
with proper qualifications and 
experience, and those whom I 
call “carpetbaggers”. Backpack-
ing foreigners with little or no 
prior experience or dubious 
backgrounds have come barg-
ing into Myanmar and declared 
themselves teachers, usually of 
English, mathematics or art. 
Why are they hired? Because 
they are cheap relative to the cost 
of an experienced, qualified pro-
fessional, who can seek a teach-
ing post anywhere in the world. 
Some of these teachers are more 
at home in a bar in downtown 
Yangon than a classroom.

Unfortunately, high school 
fees do not equal high-quality 
instruction. It is a case of “buyer 
beware”: Parents are buying an 
education and as consumers 
should not be afraid to demand 
quality in return. Based on my 

experience and the experiences 
of many of my friends, there is 
also a frequent absence of prop-
erly trained auxiliary staff and 
administrators who know how 
to run an international school. 
In short, many of the staff at 
these schools are “learning on 
the job” at the expense of our 
students.

There is also the question of 
proper accreditation. If a school 
decides to follow, for example, 
the American Advanced Place-
ment system, has the school 
achieved full accreditation? Is 
it subject to check-ups from the 
governing “international” educa-
tion bodies such as the Western 
Association of Schools and Col-
leges or the European Council 
for International Schools, which 
both demand high standards 
from members and carry out 
regular inspections?

Unless proper background 
checks and changes to industry 
practices are implemented by 
both the government and the 
schools, standards in the sec-
tor are likely to plummet. In 
my opinion, the government 
should issue licences to foreign 
teachers only after conducting 
background checks on their 
identity, qualifications, teach-
ing experience, and health and 
criminal records. Other coun-
tries, such as China and some 
in the Middle East, enforce simi-
lar standards. Schools should 
conduct surveys of students to 
gauge the performance of their 
teachers, and publish final ex-
amination results along with a 
list of teachers and their creden-
tials. Our Myanmar students de-
serve the best – not merely token 
Caucasians who can’t find work 
elsewhere.

Parents are spending a great 
deal of money and putting a lot 
of trust in these schools for the 
sake of their children. Many 
are not wealthy and are work-
ing in the maritime industry, 
for example, or sending money 
home from abroad to support 
their children’s schooling. Every 
parent wants his or her child 
to lead a better, more educated 
life than they had. This is a goal 
that should be honoured by the 
institutions concerned. On their 
shoulders rest the well-being of 
not only families and individuals 
but also the nation.

Aung Zin Phyo Thein, 17, studied 
at the Diplomatic School Yangon 
from kindergarten to grade 10 and 
is now in the second year of an 
international baccalaureate program 
at Horizon International School.

AUNG ZIN PHYO THEIN  newsroom@myanmartimes.com.mm

OPINION

Unfortunately, 
high school fees 
do not equal 
high-quality 
instruction.

Have you got something you want to say about this article?
Email us at your.myanmar.times@gmail.com 
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My water comes from biodiversity
Understanding the links between human activity and the environment offers a new perspective on our water resources

AT my home in Yangon, we 
draw water from a tube well. 
I often wondered how the 
groundwater got recharged 
and the well never went dry. 
This mystery was solved when 
I began to understand the 
complexities of biodiversity. 
I realised that every glass of 
water we drink has travelled 
through a number of ecosys-
tems and living creatures, be-
ing used and processed by dif-
ferent parts of the ecosystem, 
including plants and animals, 
until it is clean and able to sus-
tain human life. The supplying 
of this water is an amazing 
“service” that nature provides 
and the process connects us 
with many creatures – more 
than most of us realise. 

Although I studied infor-
mation technology when I was 
an undergraduate, my inter-
est in biodiversity grew as I 
read wildlife books, watched 
documentaries, and listened 
to stories my father, a forester, 
told me. As I worked through 
vocabulary in my courses – 
words such as network, pro-
gramming, functions, and 
systems – the vast network of 
biodiversity also became clear-

er. It is an amazing natural sys-
tem created by interactions be-
tween different kinds of plants 
and animals and their physical 
environment. 

The essence of biodiversity 
is not just the diversity within 
genes, species and ecosystems, 
but also their functional inter-
connectedness and structural 
coexistence. Within an eco-
system, all life forms interact 
and depend on one another to 
survive. The importance of bi-
odiversity to human wellbeing 
can be seen in things derived 
directly from biological re-
sources, such as food, clothes, 
shelter, medicine, and water, 
as well as in under-recognised 
services such as climate regu-
lation, water purification, and 
waste decomposition. How-
ever, in today’s busy world, we 
seem to forget about our inter-
dependence with the web of 
biodiversity. 

We are the world’s most 
powerful species, with the po-
tential to have a devastating 
impact on our environments. 

We should be aware of this 
power but our actions have 
concentrated more towards 
disturbing the linkages be-
tween the elements of biodi-
versity than on harmonising 
with them. We have contribut-
ed to species extinction, water 

pollution, forest degradation 
and deforestation. Many of us 
have yet to realise that we are 
a part of the global biodiver-
sity, and that when our actions 
alter the environment for oth-
er species they will eventually 
modify our own too.

This year on May 22 the In-
ternational Day for Biological 
Diversity focused on the theme 
of water and biodiversity, high-
lighting the important connec-
tion between the two. 

This theme reminds me 
of a rivulet that flows near 
my home in Yangon and ulti-
mately merges into the Yangon 
River. My parents have told me 
that you could once see many 
fish in this rivulet. Now I can-
not see past the garbage that 
forms a surface over the creek. 
Whether it is the pollution 
that has overtaken the rivulet 
or the extension of our homes 
and expansion of our roads 
that has blocked it, we have 
lost those once-abundant fish. 
Myanmar has more than 350 
freshwater fish species living 
within its varied riverine eco-
systems and we cannot afford 
to have this diversity of fish 
meet the same fate.

Biodiversity is resilient, 
with an innate ability to regen-
erate provided we give it time 
and space. Even when one 
species disappears, in time an-
other fills the void and ensures 
ecosystems continue function-
ing. But if we continue to rap-
idly alter our habitat, there 
may come a time when entire 
ecosystems begin to collapse. 
We may reach a tipping point 
at which ecosystems critical to 
our own survival can no longer 
recuperate. 

Around the world, climate 
change is a growing concern. 
In Myanmar, we hear stories 
of diminishing water sources, 
a scarcity of drinking water, 
receding water volume in riv-
ers and lakes and declining 
fish harvests. Irregular rain-
fall patterns and a frequently 
delayed monsoon affect crop 
productivity. All of these 
have had a direct impact on  
Myanmar’s agriculture- and 
forestry-dependent economy. 

Our forests are another im-
portant biodiversity resource. 
For anyone who has wondered 
where the water in the creeks 

in Yangon comes from, you 
may be surprised to learn that 
the forests in the northern 
part of the country play a key 
role in the flow of freshwater 

to the cities of the south. Our 
forests influence the water 
cycle by affecting the rates of 
transpiration and evapora-
tion, and by influencing how 

water is stored and how it is 
eventually routed to our tube 
well. The better protected and 
healthier our forests, the bet-
ter the supply of water avail-

able in Yangon, both in terms 
of quality and quantity.

The government has taken 
several positive steps to reha-
bilitate forests in degraded wa-
tersheds, including placing re-
strictions on freshwater fishing 
during spawning and nursing 
periods. The Protection of Wild-
life and Wild Plants and Conser-
vation of Natural Areas Law has 
led to the establishment of sci-
entific reserves, national parks, 
marine parks, nature reserves, 
wildlife sanctuaries, national 
heritage, and areas of geophysi-
cal or cultural significance. The 
Ministry of Environmental Con-
servation and Forestry is coop-
erating with other ministries 
and departments to conserve 
and manage Myanmar’s biodi-
versity. 

It is now time for the rest of 
us to acknowledge the impor-
tance of the biodiversity that 
surrounds us and recognise 
that when we conserve biodi-
versity, we conserve water and 
preserve our own existence.

Aye Myat Thandar is a young 
professional officer at the 
International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development.

AYE MYAT THANDAR
amyat@icimod.org
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Our actions have 
concentrated 
more towards 
disturbing the 
linkages between 
elements of 
biodiversity than 
on harmonising 
with them.

Aye Myat Thandar. Photo: Supplied
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Business
Central bank urged to balance currency moves

MONETARY experts urged 
Myanmar’s central bank to set 
an exchange rate that balances 
the need to generate exports 
and maintain affordable im-
ports, as the national currency 
continued its month-long slide 
against the US dollar. 

The Central Bank of My-
anmar’s daily exchange rate, 
which is determined through 
foreign currency auctions 
with domestic banks, was 
K946 to the dollar on May 23, 
while official money changers 
were buying dollars for K945 
and informal changers were 
offering K953-955. 

On May 25, however, the 
kyat fell to 1000 for one dollar 
on the black market.

In official trade the kyat 
fell 2.3 percent against the 
dollar in the week to May 23, 
from 925 on May 17.

Matt Davies, deputy divi-
sion chief for the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund’s Asia 
and Pacific department, told 
The Myanmar Times that ex-
change rate fluctuations have 
the potential to greatly impact 
on the nation’s trade sector. 

He said on the sidelines of 
an IMF press conference that 
Myanmar needs to find a bal-
ance between allowing the 
US dollar to appreciate and 
making the nation’s exports 
cheaper abroad, while keep-
ing the price of imports af-
fordable as the country grows. 

Myanmar has made great 
strides in liberalising its for-

eign exchange regime since 
President U Thein Sein took 
office, including allowing new 
private banks to open, giv-
ing permission for banks to 
open official money exchange 
counters, installing automatic 
teller machines and legalising 
remittances from abroad, Mr 
Davies said. 

In April 2012, the central 
bank began a managed float 
of the kyat by holding daily 
currency auctions. The rate 
set by the bank is then used 
as a benchmark for private 
banks and private exchange 
counters, which are allowed 
to change money within 0.8pc 
of the central bank’s rate. 

Mr Davies said the central 
bank is working to minimise 
exchange rate fluctuations 
without targeting a specific 
rate. However, it has also sup-
plemented its foreign curren-
cy reserves by buying dollars 
and other foreign currencies, 
which is weakening the kyat.

He advised the central 
bank to build up its reserves 
so it has a buffer against ex-
ternal shocks. 

Equipping the central bank 
with the tools to conduct do-
mestic monetary policy is im-
portant for delivering the sta-
bility necessary for sustained 
economic growth, he added. 

Mr Davies said inflation 
remains moderate at present 
but there are pressures, in-
cluding from money growth, 
real estate prices and wage 
increases.

An official from the central 
bank’s foreign exchange man-
agement department said the 
dollar is appreciating against 
the kyat because private banks 
are bidding higher at the daily 
currency auctions. 

“We can’t say the apprecia-
tion is too great … there are 
many factors that are coincid-
ing to form a trend,” he said.

When the central bank 
started the managed float of 
the kyat, the dollar bought 
K818 but in the past 13 
months it has appreciated by 
more than 15pc. 

The official said the daily 
rate has seen changes up to a 
maximum of 1pc, adding that 
fluctuations would be larger if 
the central bank did not hold 
the auctions.

“This is not just a problem 
in Myanmar; we also have to 
deal with changes in the in-
ternational economy. But we 
have to avoid fuelling an infla-
tionary situation,” he said. 

Even though the central 
bank has not been made in-
dependent from the Ministry 
of Finance and Revenue – and 
will not be until after the Cen-
tral Bank Law is passed by 
parliament and signed into 
law by the president – it can 
act to change monetary policy, 
he said.

A finance officer at a joint-
venture between foreign and 
local partners said the swift 
fluctuations created occa-
sional problems with custom-
ers.

“We have to negotiate with 

the Internal Revenue Depart-
ment and customers when 
the exchange rate changes too 
much in a month,” she said.

She added that the variance 
between the rates offered at 
official money exchange coun-
ters and in the informal mar-
ket – as much as K10 to the 
dollar on May 22 – also drew 
complaints from customers.

Economist U Khine Htun 
said the dollar is strengthen-
ing against the Japanese yen, 
the British pound, the Aus-
tralian dollar and the kyat.

He added that another fac-
tor causing the dollar to ap-
preciate is the start, in March, 
of the withdrawal of Foreign 
Exchange Certificates (FEC) 
from the market. 

He said businesspeople 
only want dollars now, adding 
that traders say they hope to 
see a stable exchange rate of 
about K1000.

Myanmar must not al-
low imports to become too 
expensive because there is a 
huge need to import materi-
als to build infrastructure 
projects such as special eco-
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Economists say the agency should use its monetary policy tools to set 
an exchange rate that boosts exports without sparking inflation  

Exporters and importers are closely monitoring the fluctuating rate between the kyat and the US dollar, while the IMF is urging the Central Bank of Myanmar to build up its reserves to 
provide a buffer against external shocks. Photo: Aye Zaw Myo . Photo: Staff

 1000
Black market rate at which the 
kyat was trading against the US 

dollar on May 25
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Central bank urged to balance currency moves

nomic zones in Yangon, Dawei 
and Kyaukpyu, U Khine Htun 
stressed. 

The appreciation of the 
dollar benefits exporters – 
chiefly those selling natural 
gas, agricultural goods and 
fisheries products – but hurts 
importers of fertiliser, ce-
ment, diesel and the cheapest 
cooking oils.

“It encourages the export 
first-policy, but the immedi-
ate fluctuations are harming 
the whole economy and desta-
bilising the market,” U Khine 
Htun warned.

“The central bank has not 
intervened effectively in the 
monetary market yet. It is act-
ing more like a referee as cur-
rencies are traded by banks.” 

Exporters and importers are closely monitoring the fluctuating rate between the kyat and the US dollar, while the IMF is urging the Central Bank of Myanmar to build up its reserves to 
provide a buffer against external shocks. Photo: Aye Zaw Myo . Photo: Staff

Pipeline to China not facing delays, CNPC says

CLASHES between rebel and gov-
ernment troops in northern Shan 
State have not delayed the Shwe gas 
pipeline’s construction, which will be 
completed by the end of May, a repre-
sentative of the pipeline’s major share-
holder told The Myanmar Times on 
May 22.

China National Petroleum Corpo-
ration representative Alice Pyr said 
the project is on schedule and clashes 
in northern Myanmar do not affect it 
because the pipeline  is at “a certain 
distance” from them. She also said the 
consortium behind the pipeline had a 
“department to maintain and secure” 
it.

CNPC’s unit South-East Asia Pipe-
line, one of the pipeline’s six share-
holders, said they are currently dis-

cussing the date it will start operating, 
she added. Websites in South Korea, 
however, have already quoted officials 
from Daewoo, another shareholder, 
as saying gas will begin flowing from 
Rakhine State to China at the in June. 
A spokesperson for shareholder My-
anmar Oil and Gas Enterprise said ex-
ports are likely to begin in July.

Ms Pyr’s comments follow specu-
lation that fighting in northern Shan 
State has delayed the pipeline’s con-
struction, as well as a renewed push 
by activists to postpone its operation 
until issues raised by communities af-
fected by it are addressed. Others have 
called for the pipeline’s contract which 
was signed when Myanmar was under 
military rule, to be revisited.

“Most of the export-oriented pro-
jects like the Shwe gas project and 
hydropower projects are already un-
derway, but the contracts were made 
before democratisation. 

The government should review or 
renegotiate the former agreements to 
meet the needs of the people,” said Ko 
Wong Aung, international coordinator 

of the Shwe Gas Movement. Myanmar 
needs an energy policy that can fulfill 
the needs of people who still live in the 
dark, he said, adding that nearly 80pc 
of the population lacks electricity.

Ms Pyr said 20pc of the gas will be 
uploaded from the pipeline in Myan-
mar for local use and reiterated that 
the crude oil that will flow through 
a parallel pipeline is being imported 
from the Middle East. 

“We are not familiar with the gov-
ernment’s plan [for developing the] 
electricity industry. It is inappropri-
ate for us … to comment on [it],” she 
added.

However, the CNPC representative 
did note that the gas that will flow 
along the 500-mile pipeline from Ra-
khine to Northern Shan State before 
entering China was a small fraction of 
Myanmar’s untapped reserves. 

She said she was confident Myan-
mar’s government would be able to 
solve the country’s energy crisis be-
cause it was pursuing economic devel-
opment, and this requires expanding 
electricity supplies. 

SOE 
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An engineer inspects a section of the controversial dual pipeline that will 
transport gas and crude oil to China. Photo: Staff

Govt cracks down on traders 
importing wrecked vehicles

FIVE car importers have had their 
businesses shut down by the govern-
ment after they were found to be sell-
ing cosmetically-enhanced wrecks, of-
ficials said on May 22. 

U Min Min, director of One-Stop-
Services, the agency that oversees 
imports, said 27 vehicles have been 
seized from four companies and one 
individual importer. They had im-
ported wrecks, patched them up and 
resold them to unsuspecting buyers. 
The four companies cited are Aye 
Family, UT Family, Nagawaddi and G-
Five. The individual importer is Zayan 
Htoo.  

OSS was tipped off by port and cus-
toms authorities and it took immedi-
ate action, U Min Min said, adding 
that its investigation of car importers 
is widening.

Anyone who suspects they were 
duped into buying a cosmetically en-
hanced wreck can report the crime to 
OSS. “We don’t allow people to import 
badly damaged cars. We stop them 
[when detected],” U Min Min said.

OSS was set up September 2011 
when the government eased restric-
tions on car imports by allowing com-
panies, agents and individuals to en-
ter a market that had been controlled 
by a handful of importers with ties to 
the military. One reason for the policy 
shift was to speed up the replacement 
of ageing cars in Myanmar with newer 
models, starting with those that were 
made 40 years ago or longer.  OSS has 
given more than 155,000 import per-
mits since it was set up, according to 
official data.

Commerce Minister U Win Myint 
said in mid-May that some traders 
importing used vehicles from Japan 
are bringing in vehicles that are so 
structurally damaged they are beyond 
repair. Some had been in car crashes 
and their engines were crushed, he 

said.
Officials are taking this very seri-

ously, the minister said. Such vehicles 
will be sent straight to the scrap yard 
and their importers will face criminal 
charges. Sales centres selling such 
cars will have their licences revoked 
for one year.

Farmer Auto president Dr Soe Htun 
said national pride is at stake because 
some exporters consider Myanmar an 
attractive for wrecked vehicles. 

A spokesperson for OAC Sales Cen-
tre said only a few importers strictly 

adhere to the regulations. “Some im-
ported cars should really have been 
scrapped,” he said.

U Aung Than Win, a car dealer at 
the Min Ye Kyaw Swar Street car mar-
ket, said plenty of badly damaged cars 
are being repainted and sold. “Most 
people don’t know how to inspect a 
car. They have no idea if the engine 
needs to be replaced or if the vehicle 
has been in a major accident. Only 
mechanics can tell.”

OSS has strict rules on the sale of 
reconditioned cars. Engines, brakes 
and all major components must be 
tested. Damaged parts must be re-
placed and any malfunctions must 
be repaired before the vehicle can be 
sold. 

Dealers say, however, that enforc-
ing the rules is difficult due to a short-
age of inspectors and a lack of trans-
parency at the Customs Department, 
which two months ago saw a major 
shakeup following allegations of wide-
spread corruption. 

AYE NYEIN WIN  
ayenyeinwin.mcm@gmail.com
AYE THIDAR KYAW  
ayethidarkyaw@gmail.com

‘Some imported cars 
should really have 
been scrapped.’

Spokesperson 
OAC Sales Centre

Imported vehicles arrive in Yangon by ship like the one shown above. Corruption in the 
Customs Department is allowing wrecks to slip through, dealers say. Photo: Thet Htoo
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WHEN it starts selling locally 
produced beer late next year, 
Heineken could help curb 
the massive flow of illegally 
imported brands – includ-
ing its own – from Thailand 
and China, but the Dutch gi-
ant’s marketing expertise and 
deep pockets threaten small 
domestic breweries, local ex-
perts said. 

Industry analyst U Myint 
Zaw pointed to the effect Coca 
Cola and Pepsi had on the 
domestic soft-drink market, 
saying sales of popular local 
brands declined significantly 
after the American brands ar-
rived. 

“Consumers always want 
to try something new, and 
international brands have an 
advantage now because they 
are new to Myanmar,” he said. 

An executive with a leading 
brewery agreed, saying the ar-
rival of foreign investment in 
the beer and liquor market 

could drive small breweries 
and distilleries out of busi-
ness. There are more than 10 
breweries in Myanmar, but 
one – Myanmar Beer – con-
trols 80 percent of the market.

“The foreign companies 
have more money. Although 
there is a ban on advertising, 
they can promote their prod-
ucts at bars and they can cut 
prices to drive others out of 
business,” said the executive 
who asked not to be named.

Others disagree with this 
assessment. Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission deputy 

director Daw San San Myint 
described Heineken’s arrival 
as “good for the country”, say-
ing its new brewery will create 
jobs and reduce illegal imports. 

Heineken and Alliance 
Brewery Company, its joint-
venture partner, will spend 
US$60 million to build their 
brewery near Yangon, and 
they expect it to begin operat-
ing by the end of next year. 

Heineken’s global external 
communications chief, John 
Clarke, said per capita beer 
consumption in Myanmar 
is about 3 litres a year, com-
pared with 36 in China, 30 in 
Vietnam, 26 in Thailand and 
15 in Cambodia. “There is sig-
nificant room for growth in 
the market,” he added.

Jeremy Cunnington, a sen-
ior alcoholic-drinks analyst at 
Euromonitor, said Myanmar’s 
beer market is prized because 
it is “one of the last remaining 
virgin markets for growth”. 

“Beer is a highly consoli-
dated category globally and 
there are very few opportu-

nities to expand and grow. 
Myanmar is one of those op-
portunities, both in terms of 
volume growth, but also even-
tually in value growth, as con-
sumers will hopefully be able 
to afford to trade up to more 
premium products,” he said.

Mr Cunnington was un-
surprised that both Carlsberg 
and Heineken are entering 
Myanmar’s market because 
both are “relatively weak in 
Asia” and “new sources of 
growth are vital for their own 
health”. 

Both are seeking what 
he called “the first move ad-
vantage”. “In many markets 
in Asia, but also around the 
world, there [are] usually only 
one or possibly two players 
who dominate the market, 
giving great opportunities to 
the winners, but little to those 
left out,” he added.

U Aung Moe Kyaw’s deal 
with Heineken marks his first 
foray into the beer market, 
where the dominant player is 
Myanmar Beer, which is 45pc 

owned by the military-linked 
Union of Myanmar Economic 
Holdings, a conglomerate that 
also owns Myanmar’s third-
largest brewing company, 
Mandalay Beer.  

Heineken will own 57pc 
of the newly formed APB Al-
liance Brewery Company, 

through its subsidiary, Asia 
Pacific Breweries Limited. 
Carlsberg, the world’s fourth- 
largest brewer, announced on 
February 1 that it will build a 
brewery in Bago Region with 
Myanmar Golden Star Brew-
eries. – Additional reporting 
by Tim McLaughlin

Heineken’s arrival could 
be a double-edged sword
SU PHYO WIN 
suphyo1990@gmail.com

Illegally imported Heineken is on sale at shops, like the one above, 
throughout the city. Photo: Boothee3

Number of litres of beer 
Heineken estimates are 
consumed per capita in  

Myanmar each year

AMERICAN conglomerate Gen-
eral Electric expects its business 
in Myanmar to double this year, 
a senior executive told The My-
anmar Times last week.

Stuart Dean, the company’s 
chief executive officer for South-
east Asia, said GE earned US$50 

million in 2012, its first year of 
operations in Myanmar, and he 
expects this to double this year. 

“We see huge potential and 
are currently in discussions to 
deepen our local partnerships,” 
Mr Dean said on May 23. 

The comments followed the 

establishment of a regional of-
fice and the signing of two po-
tential distribution deals with 
local partners. 

GE opened its Yangon of-
fice on May 23. At a ceremony 
in Nay Pyi Taw the day before, 
it announced that it had signed 
a memorandum of understand-
ing with Lighting Co Specialists 

and a letter of intention with 
technology company Partners 
Associates. The announcements 
came just days after GE En-
ergy’s president of global sales 
and marketing, James Suciu, 
met President U Thein Sein in 
Washington.

GE and Lighting Co Spe-
cialist aim to distribute a wide 

range of GE lighting products 
in Myanmar. Through Partners 
Associates, GE aims to sell its 
batteries to telecom companies, 
which are overly-reliant on die-
sel powered generators for en-
ergy. 

GE became the first US 
company to re-enter Myan-
mar following the easing of US 
sanctions in July last year. Its 
first deal was to provide medi-
cal equipment to two Yangon 
Region hospitals through local 
partner Sea Lion. 

Last September its aviation 
branch leased two aircraft to 
state-owned Myanma Airways. 

Two months later GE made 
a foray into Myanmar’s energy 
sector through a project for a 
natural gas-fired power plant 
project with TOYO Thai Power 
Corp in Yangon’s Alhone Town-
ship. 

Despite GE’s bullish out-
look for Myanmar, the com-
pany has quickly learned of 
some of the troubles that 
come with being one  of the 
first US firms on the ground 
in a country that is still under 
targetted sanctions imposed 
by the US government. 

GE had planned to open its 
office earlier this year, but was 
delayed after it submitted a list 
of guests to the US Embassy to 
be checked against the Treasury 
Department’s Specially Desig-
nated Nationals (SDN) list. 

The process of clearing 
around 400 names, according to 
Mr Dean, took far longer than 
expected. 

US companies are barred 
from engaging in business with 
individuals and companies from 
Myanmar that appear on the 
SDN list. 

GE aims to double business in Myanmar this year 
TIM MCLAUGHLIN  timothy.mclaughlin3@gmail.com

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Duferco Participations Holdings S.A., of 16 rue Jean 
l’Aveugle, L-1148 Luxembourg, is the Owner of the 
following Trade Mark:-

DUFERCO
Reg. No. 1174/2012

in respect of “Class 06: Common metals and their alloys; 
metal in unwrought and semi-wrought form; steel in 
unwrought and semi-wrought form; goods made of iron and 
steel including plates, coils, hot and cold rolled coils, sheets, 
rods, wires, tubes, poles, bars, pipes, welded pipes, merchant 
bars, bands, strips, sections, slabs, profiles, wire rods, rolled 
wire, blocks, ingots, iron ore, blooms, pellets, billets, cast 
steel, strip steel, cold rolled strip steel, rolled steel, hot rolled 
and cold rolled steel, steel strips, flat steel, line pipe steel, 
silicon steel, abrasion-resistant steel, galvanized steel, plate, 
bar steel, steel bars, forged steel, steel balls, cast steel, chrome 
iron, galvanized iron, unwrought and semi-wrought cast iron, 
rebars, hoop steel, reinforced steel, reinforced steel fabric, 
structural steel, section steel, coating steel, hot dip coated 
sheet metal, coated metal sheets, coated metal plates, wide 
flat steel, special steel, fine steel, bright steel, polished steel, 
spring steel, steel beams, steel frames for buildings, welding 
steel, tool steel, stainless steel, steel for electric machines, 
sheet metal, pins, tinplate, pig iron, cast iron, cast iron pipes, 
pig iron pipes, white iron and scrap iron; metal building 
materials including wide flange metal beams, building panels, 
steel piling, reinforcing bars of metal for building purposes, 
structural parts for metal beams, metal partitions, metal trim 
for buildings, gutter stock, metal door trim, metal window 
trim, metal windows, metal doors, metal door frames, metal 
door panels, metal purlins and metal studs; non-electric cables 
and wires of common metal; metal components, namely, 

metal alloys for further manufacturing; metal components 
being construction elements made of metal, namely, fascia, 
soffits, shores, supports, braces, frameworks, linings, 
flooring, gutters, joinery fittings, junctions for pipes, pipe 
fittings, fittings of metal for building, tubing of metal, girders 
of metal, drain pipes, building flashing, reinforcing materials 
of metal for building, tiles of metal for building, wrapping or 
binding bands of metal, connectors for decking and decking 
joints, expansion joints for piping and ducting, flanges, gutter 
pipes, pipe connectors, pipe muffs, pipe couplings and joints 
and floor tiles; metal components being metal hardware, 
namely, nuts, bolts, brackets, rivets and screws; metal roof 
and metal wall systems incorporating materials made of 
metal, namely, roof flashings, roof trusses, roofing, roof 
vents, for heating, cooling and ventilation in residential and 
commercial buildings, roofing panels, roofing tiles, building 
curtain walls made primarily of metal, building wall framing 
made primarily of metal, galvanized steel clip with moulded 
rubber used to attach drywall to walls or ceilings, expansion 
joints for floors and walls, ceiling panels, wall panels, 
sold separately or in units, palisades, gates and fencing; 
ironmongery; small items of metal hardware; containers 
of metal; goods of common metal not included in other 
classes; zinc and its alloys; vanadium; metallic products for 
use in smelting works; ores for use in refractories; refractory 
construction materials of metal; refractory products (shaped 
and unshaped) of metal”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade 
Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.,H.G.P.,D.B.L.
for Duferco Participations Holdings S.A.
P.O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 27 May 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Siam Yamato Steel Co., Ltd., a company incorporated 
in Thailand, of 1 Siam Cement Road, Bangsue Sub-
district, Bangsue District, Bangkok, Thailand, is the 
Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 2685/2013
in respect of “Int’l Class 6: Hot rolled structural steel.”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said 
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Siam Yamato Steel Co., Ltd.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon         
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 27 May 2013
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UPSTART Hello Music is making a 
grab for the burgeoning ring-tune 
market by providing a ring-tune ser-
vice to the 350,000 new mobile users 
who snapped up K1500 SIM cards in 
the lottery held in April.

The application allows mobile users 
to download songs for K300 each, af-
ter paying a monthly charge of K2000. 
Rivals My Ring Tune and Y Tune 
charge the same price but operate on 
different networks and SIM cards due 
to regulations set by Myanma Posts 
and Telecommunication, which does 
not allow ring-tune services to access 
all networks and SIM cards.

My Ring Tune and Y Tune both sell 
their services on the GSM and WCD-
MA networks. The first is only acces-
sible with SIM cards sold by Myanma 
Posts and Telecommunication more 
than one year ago, when they cost K1.5 
million. The second is only accessible 
with SIM cards that were sold last year 
when prices fell as low as K200,000. 

All three services share several 
characteristics, including murky own-
ership, lack of data on slaes figures 
and user numbers and marketing 
strategies tailored to the teen and 
young adult market. Hello Music’s top 
10 list includes three songs by teen 
heartthrob Bunny Phyo. Ring-tune 
companies are scrambling for his fan 
base because it dovetails with their 
market segment. 

Celine Dion is also making a come-
back on Myanmar’s ring-tune charts, 
with her 1990s hit “My Heart Will Go 
On” racing up the charts.

Teens who use ring tunes say 
they sometimes let their phones ring 
longer than usual so callers can listen 
to their signature song. Market re-
searchers say this is part of a “global 
mobile-bonding trend” that is seeing 
youths forming deeply personal rela-
tionships with the gadgets due to an 
intense and carefully constructed ad-
vertising blitz.

Mobiles are singing a new tune

Celine Dion at the 2013 Billboard Music Awards in 
Las Vegas on May 19. Her 1997 hit song ‘My Heart 
Will Go On’ is racing up the charts of Myanmar’s 
latest ring-tune service. Photo: AFP

AUNG KYAW NYUNT  aungkyawnyunt28@gmail.com Bilingual trade-data app 
expands to iPhones
A free application that provides 
real-time data on commodity 
prices – eTm Biz Mobile Appli-
cation – can now be downloaded 
on iPhones. 

Previously, only mobiles 
using the Android operating 
system could download the app 
developed by e-Trade Myanmar 
Company, said Ma May Thaw 
Dar Soe, the company’s sales 
manager. It provides exchange 
rates and domestic and interna-
tional prices for gold, beans and 
pulses, rice, cooking oil, fuel, as 
well as a market watch for 13 
wholesale markets. 

“Data is updated in real time 
and can be tracked back five 
years in both English and My-
anmar,” Ma May Thaw Dar Soe 
said. The app has gained 23,000 
users since it was introduced 
last year, she said.

– Aung Kyaw Nyunt

Gold shops humming as
price swings boost business 
Fluctuating global gold prices 
are livening up the local trade, 
with demand rising at gold 
shops when the price falls be-
low the K700,000 per tical (0.567 
per ounce), shop owners said.

U Kyaw Win, senior vice 
president of Myanmar Gold 
Development Public Company, 
said that price drops in the local 
market have not been as steep 
as international ones and that 
traders have become more 
reluctant to sell since the Water 
Festival, when prices began to 
slide from K740,000 per tical. 

On May 18, local gold prices 
fell to K698,000 from K704,000 
per tical the day before. Three 
days later the price began 
rising again in Yangon, hitting 
K710,000 per tical on May 23. 
Demand for gold bars remained 
strong, traders say.                    

                      – San Yamin Aung

BRIEFS

Wireless 
banking is 
just months 
away

BANKS in Myanmar will begin 
allowing mobile banking for 
domestic remittance in July or 
August, executives said.

U Tin Maung Htay, manag-
ing director for Small and Me-
dium Industrial Development 
Bank, said domestic banks are 
in the final stage of preparing 
for mobile banking – a process 
that began two years ago – and 
that they have identified the 
major hurdles.

“The main problem is tele-
coms,” U Tin Maung Htay said, 
adding that networks are un-
reliable, especially during bad 
weather, and this could inter-
rupt transactions made over 
the phone. “We have to make 
sure poor Internet and phone 
line connections do not cause 
payments to be missed. It’s a 
matter of reputation.”

Another issue yet to be 
resolved, according to U Tin 
Maung Htay, is whether the 
system will operate directly 
from bank to agent or wheth-
er payments will be routed 
through the Myanmar Pay-
ment Union, which was set up 
last year by 17 state-owned and 

private banks to make pay-
ments between banks more 
convenient.

U Pe Myint, the managing 
director of Cooperative Bank, 
said mobile banking in remote 
areas will require banks to se-
lect reliable agents. Customers 
who remit small amounts of 
money can use agents, but it 
will be trickier for those who 
want to transfer large amounts 
of cash to remote areas be-
cause agents may not have it 
on hand, he added.

U Pe Myint also said a 
“code” system will be used to 
ensure the security of remit-
tances.

A spokesperson for the di-
rector of the Central Bank of 
Myanmar said rules and regu-
lation for mobile banking are 
currently being finalised and 
will be announced within two 
months, but added that this 
could happen within weeks. 
“We’re in final stage. We’re 
gauging how it can benefit 
people and will act as soon as 
possible.” 

Numerous foreign and do-
mestic technology companies 
are involved in the prepara-
tions and will participate in 
the service. 

The central bank spokes-
person said most mobile bank-
ing transactions are likely to 
be small. “This system targets 
small amounts, like cash sent 
by a worker in Yangon to his 
family in a village.” 

Most domestic banks are 
eager to implement the sys-
tem, he said. Although it pre-
sents risks for the banks, IT 
and telephone companies in-
volved, he was confident these 
could be handled. 

“Our banks have consid-
ered all of the possible prob-
lems and can deal with them,” 
the spokesperson said.

‘We’re in final 
stage … and will 
move as soon as 
possible.’

Spokesperson 
Central Bank of Myanmar
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The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in Myanmar is inviting qualified candidates 
to apply for the following positions:

Sr.	 Title and level	 Duty Station	 Position	 Deadline

1.	 Protocol Associate (LICA4)	 Yangon	 National	 30-May-2013

2.	 Apex Fund Specialist (IICA3)	 Home-based	 International	 31-May-2013

For details please visit UNOPS website https://gprs.unops.org/pages/ viewvacancy/VAListing.aspx 
and click on the post you are interested in applying for.  All applications must be made through 
UNOPS E-recruitment system. 

•	Office Manager needed by American firm - 
Graduate with MBA or BM (ABE)UK is highly 
desirable; 3 to 5 years of experience in 
Western office management; basic accounting, 
sales/marketing, bookkeeping, payroll for ten 
employees, and developing budgets; Fluent 
read/write in English; Thai Language a plus; 
expert knowledge of Microsoft Office and 
internet research; fully computer literate, with 
good typing skills; prefer Myanmar national 
with overseas experience, or ex-pat with 
multicultural experience fluent in Myanmar 
language. We offer competitive pay, insurance 
package, paid vacations and holidays, and 
career advancement opportunities. For 
information, please call Dr. Andrew Lian at: 
09-41-92-01-85, or send your Resume, contact 
information and Cover Letter to: Andrew.lian@
parkwoodpartners.com.

Job watch

THE fisheries sector is bouncing 
back as the strengthening US dollar 
makes the country’s exports more 
attractive, executives said at last 
week’s Myanmar Fisheries Federa-
tion meeting. 

By May 23 the dollar was trad-
ing at K946 but exporters cautioned 
that the exchange rate must be sta-
ble in the long term or fish farmers 
and traders could lose money.

U Myo Nyunt, managing director 
of General Food Technology and In-
dustrial, said the kyat’s fall over the 
past two weeks was good for exports, 
“but we have to wait and see what 
will happen because it’s important 
that the exchange rate be stable”. 

Exporters are happy with an ex-
change rate of K950 to the dollar, 
but they say a sudden appreciation 
could be costly. “If the kyat falls to 
1000 we will make bigger profits, but if it suddenly appreciates we’ll 

lose money,” U Myo Nyunt said.
“We are just returning to profit 

after a couple of years of losses, but it 
is vital that the exchange rate be sta-
ble and at least K950 to the dollar.” 

Crab exporter U Myat Oo said 
primary producers are most af-
fected by rate fluctuations. “Over 
the past two years when the kyat 
was strong we could not buy raw 
materials from primary producers 
because exports were not profitable. 
This hurt everyone,” he said. 

“With the dollar rising again we 
can begin offering better prices to 
fish farmers, but we all hope the 
exchange rate will be stable,” he 
added.

U Myat Oo said a rate of K950 
to the dollar meant exporters could 

make a profit on farmed fish, such 
as carp, of K200 a viss (1.6 kilo-
grams or 3.6 pounds), but when it 
was K850 they lost K200 a viss.

U Htun Aye, general secretary 
of the Myanmar Fishery Products 
Processors and Exporters Associa-
tion, said the strengthening dollar 
reduces production costs and that a 
rate of K1000 to the dollar would be 
ideal, as long as it was stable. 

“Exports boomed in 2009 when 
the exchange rate was at least 
K1000,” he added. “We hope that 
happens again. Most of our costs, 
such as wages, raw materials and 
fuel, are must be paid in kyat but 
our exports are paid in dollars. A 
higher exchange rate makes it eas-
ier to cover our costs.”

Stable exchange rates give trad-

ers confidence to increase orders 
from fish farmers and pay higher 
prices, association members said.

Fish farmer U Than Lwin said he 
is already getting higher prices and 
will expand production. 

“When we are paid higher prices 
we can produce more fish,” he add-
ed.  

“When the exchange rate was 
low some people quit the business 
and others operated at just 30 per-
cent capacity, but recently people 
are coming back to the business 
and I’d guess that total production 
is already up by 10pc.” 

Despite the increase in profits, 
some fish farmers said they still 
need government assistance, espe-
cially low-interest loans, to expand 
production.

Fisheries bouncing 
back on stronger dollar 
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Fishing boats docked at port in Yangon Region. The industry is expecting an export boom. Photo: Staff

‘We are just 
returning to profit 
after a couple of 
years of losses ... 
it is vital that the 
exchange rate 
remains stable.’

U Myo Nyunt 
Managing Dirctor                             

General Food Technology

BRIEFS

Yangon
Annoying rules on tech imports eased
The Ministry of Communications and Information 
Technology is easing restrictions on the import 
of telephones and telephone parts. 
Applicants for an import license will no longer 
need to provide their banking statements and 
will not need government approval to import 
during the year it is valid, the ministry an-
nounced in mid May.

Under the new rules, individuals can also 
bring up to two handsets into the country for 
personal use, as well as fax machines, wire-
less routers, access points, 2.4GHz frequency 
switches, and Bluetooth devices. Satellite 
phones, however, remain prohibited.

Ko Yan Naing Soe Myint, from mobile phone 
store Lu Gyi Minn, said pressure from trade offi-
cials on the ministry likely prompted the change. 

“During the last three years, it has been very 
hard to get a licence. We tried to get a new one 
in 2009, but were refused one because they said 
policies were going to change,” he explained.

Daw Phyu Phyu Tun, owner of Access Spec-
trum Computer and Accessories, said less red 
tape will make doing business easier. “Under 
the military regime, they didn’t want to hear the 
word ‘wireless’. So, we had to apply [for wireless 
items] as routers. It is very useful to have the 
restrictions lifted.” 

U Ye Myat Thu, managing director of Alpha 
Info-Tech, said the easing of restriction on 
imports will make passing through Customs less 
irritating. “When we brought electronics devices 
bought from other countries to Myanmar for 
personal use, we were checked at Customs and 
couldn’t get them in. It was annoying,” he added.

– Htoo Aung

Mandalay
Fresh drive to boost industrial zone
A new management committee is being formed 
to revitalise the Mandalay Industrial Zone, a 
member of the committee said last week.

“We are now reorganising the zone’s manage-
ment committee,” said U Ye Win Aung, who runs 
an electrical services company in the zone. “We 
need to lay down some principles and ensure 
that it’s a systematic organisation. The previous 
committee had no strong principles.”

A committee member involved in drafting the 
new constitution said four meetings have been 
held to discuss reorganising the committee and 
“pushing the zone forward”. 

“The Mandalay Industrial Zone has been dete-
riorating since it was founded 18 years ago,” the 
owner of one business in the zone said. It has 
more than 1500 businesses, the vast majority of 
which are small- and medium-sized enterprises.

– Than Naing Soe, Translated by ZarZar Soe

Mandalay
Region’s orchards aiming for global appeal 
The Mandalay branch of the Myanmar Fruit, 
Flower and Vegetable Producer and Exporter 
Association is gearing up for an expansion by of-
fering technical advice to orchard owners in the 
region on how to crack overseas markets.

U Ko Ko Htwe, chairman of the association’s 
Mandalay branch said orchard owners had the 
technology to provide the quality of produce 
overseas buyers want but lacked critical knowl-
edge about price fluctuations in foreign markets.  
“Exporters need to keep a watchful eye on the 
market to make sensible judgements.”

A local fruit trader agreed, stressing that it is 
vital to export quality produce to ensure Myan-
mar fruits acquire a good reputation globally.  

– Kyay Hmon Win, Translated by Thit Lwin   



Property Business 29www.mmtimes.com

Flower power blossoms in Yangon
Nursery and plant shop owners dig in their heels against ‘disgusting’ eviction tactics, including electricity and water cuts

FLOWER sellers at Mind-
hamma gardens compound in 
Mayangone township have had 
their water and electricity cut 
after refusing to relocate, they 
told a press conference on May 
20. 

A spokesperson from Yangon 
City Development Committee’s 
Parks and Playground Depart-
ment, however, said the tenants 
have had plenty of time to move 
to a new location. It has sent 
several eviction notices – “one 
in October 2012, two in Novem-
ber 2012 and another on Febru-
ary 26, 2013” – telling the 199 
shops at Mindhamma to move 
to Yamona park in Thaketa 
township.

Daw Thiri Sandar, owner of 
Thiri Flower House, said only 
26 tenants signed the eviction 
papers and just 10 have moved 
to Thaketa “willingly”. 

The rest refuse to budge and 

plan to protest at the Mindham-
ma compound on May 28 at 
10:30am against “illegal actions 
by law enforcement”. 

U Phyo Zaw Min, owner of 
Shin Than Chin nursery, said 
that YCDC has been increasing 
pressure on the tenants since 
April 2 when it cut their water 
supply. Electricity was turned 
off on May 4. A meeting be-
tween shop owners and YCDC 
on May 11 was fruitless, he said. 

He described YCDC as “dis-
gusting” for destroying two 
nurseries on May 17 and 18 with 
an excavator. 

Nursery and flower shop 
owners said they were given no 

choice about where they would 
be located and that they prefer 
to stay in Mindhamma because 
their businesses are booming 
there and that it is becoming 
Yangon’s second central busi-
ness district (CBD).

“We’re citizens of the na-
tion and have a right to refuse 
the relocation site,” U Phyo Zaw 
Min said. “Authorities can’t do 
this to us by force. We’re doing 
business legally in Mindhamma 
compound. … We also want to 
be involved in that second CBD 
plan. Evicting us by force and 
giving the land to foreign com-
panies to develop is unfair.”

He said that shop owners 
oppose the draft of the second 
CBD law proposed to the Yan-
gon Region Hluttaw in April be-
cause floral and gardening busi-
nesses have not been included 
in the new development. 

In an exchange quoted in 
local media, Yangon’s mayor 
told a Yangon Region Hluttaw 
meeting on April 24 that the re-
location of the flower shops and 
nurseries to Thaketa township 
would  not bother the shop own-
ers very much. U Phyo Zaw Min 
disagreed. “What the mayor said 

is untrue, because relocation is 
very painful and compensation 
should be paid for all shop own-
ers,” he said.

Shopkeepers say the evic-
tions and the tactics have been 
costly – both for those who have 
left and those who refuse to 

leave. Land at the new location 
is more expensive, Daw Thiri 
Sandar said. Those who refuse 
to leave have had to pay to water 
their plants. 

“Because of the water and 
electricity cuts, the cost to buy 
water as well as diesel to run 

generators for electricity totals 
about K350,000 for each shop 
for a month,” said Daw Kay 
Thwe Soe, who owns Flower 
Prince orchid shop. “That’s K35 
million for 100 owners. This 
cost should be the YCDC’s re-
sponsibility.”
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‘What the 
mayor said is 
untrue, because 
relocation is 
quite painful.’

U Phyo Zaw Min 
Flower Shop Owner

A Yangon City Development Committee excavator digs into land occupied by flower shops and 
nurseries in Mindhamma compound in Mayangone township on May 18. Photo: Supplied

Existing-home sales in the 
United States rose in April to 
the fastest pace in nearly three 
and a half years but were held 
back by tight inventory and 
credit, the National Associa-
tion of Realtors said on May 
22.

Sales rose 0.6 percent from 
March to an annual rate of 4.97 
million units, the association 
said.

That was the highest sales 
rate since November 2009 
when the pace hit 5.44 million 
units, helped by the federal 
government’s home buyer tax 
credit to kick-start the housing 
recovery, the industry group 
said.

The March pace was re-
vised up to 4.94 million units 
annually, from an estimate of 

4.92 million. The report under-
scored resilience in the hous-
ing market recovery that has 
been a key support for growth 
in the economy.

On a 12-month basis, exist-
ing-home sales were up 9.7 per-
cent. Sales prices rose for the 
14th straight month of year-on-
year gains, and were up 11pc 
from April 2012.

“The robust housing mar-
ket recovery is occurring in 
spite of tight access to credit 
and limited inventory. 

“Without these frictions, ex-
isting-home sales easily would 
be well above the five-million 
unit pace,” the association’s 
chief economist Lawrence Yun.

“Buyer traffic is 31pc 
stronger than a year ago, 
but sales are running only 

about 10pc higher. It’s be-
come quite clear that the only 
way to tame price growth to 
a manageable, healthy pace 
is higher levels of new home 
construction.”

Sales of newly built homes 
also jumped in April and pric-
es surged as demand picks 
up against a still constricted 

supply, the Commerce Depart-
ment said on May 23.

Sales of new single-family 
houses surged to an annual 
pace of 454,000, up 2.3pc from 
March and 29pc from a year 
earlier.

The median sales price rose 
to US$271,600, compared to 
an average of $256,200 for the 
first three months of the year. 
The year-earlier median was 
$236,400.

Supply on the market re-
mained tight at 156,000 new 
houses, or 4.1 months worth of 
supply at the current sales rate.

Home sales remained 
strongest in the west, where 
they rose 3.3pc in April from 
March, and weakest in the 
northeast where sales fell 
16.7pc in the month. – AFP

WASHINGTON

US housing recovery gaining speed

10%
Amount sales of existing homes 

rose in April from the same 
month last year

TRADE MARK CAUTION
SUMITOMO CHEMICAL CO., LTD., a corporation 
duly organized and existing under the laws of Japan, of 
27-1, Shinkawa 2-chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-8260, 
Japan, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

P A D A N
Reg. No. 1046/1998

in respect of “insecticides and fungicides for agricultural 
use”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said 
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  SUMITOMO CHEMICAL CO., LTD.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon         
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 27 May 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION
sanofi-aventis (now known as SANOFI), a Company 
incorporated in France, of 54 rue La Boetie, 75008 Paris, 
France, is the Owner of the following Trade Mark:-

CENTREGO
Reg. No. 8602/2009

in respect of “Class 5: Pharmaceutical preparations”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said 
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  sanofi-aventis
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 27 May 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Kentucky Fried Chicken International Holdings, 
Inc., a company incorporated in the State of Delaware, 
U.S.A., of 1441 Gardiner Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 
40213, U.S.A., is the Owner of the following Trade 
Marks:-

Reg. No. 3378/2013
in respect of “Class 29: Meat, fish, poultry and game; 
meat extracts; preserved, frozen, dried and cooked 
fruits and vegetables; jellies, jams, compotes; eggs; 
milk and milk products; edible oils and fats. Class 30: 
Pot pies; sandwiches; coffee, tea, cocoa and artificial 
coffee; rice; tapioca and sago; flour and preparations 
made from cereals; bread, pastry and confectionery; 
ices; sugar, honey, treacle; yeast, baking-powder; 
salt; mustard; vinegar, sauces (condiments); spices; 
ice. Class 43: Services for providing food and drink; 
temporary accommodation”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said 
Trade Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Kentucky  Fried  Chicken
       International  Holdings, Inc.
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 27 May 2013

Reg. No. 3374/2013

Reg. No. 3375/2013

Reg. No. 3376/2013

Reg. No. 3377/2013
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Pretty in pink
“SWEET” is a word that springs to mind when approaching this 
two-storey delight located in a 4800-square-foot compound in 
South Okkalapa township. With plenty of lawn along the right 
side of the house and a mini plant nursery, complete with a sun-
roof, in the backyard, the three-bedroom home is a gardener’s 
delight. 

The house is in the ZiZiWa housing estate, which is tranquil, 
private and quiet. Its homes are more quirky than ostentatious, 
though a leap up market from those in adjacent North Okkalapa 
township. 

The ground floor has sturdy security doors at the entrance 
and at the indoor garage, and almost all of the windows are on 
the second floor.

No walls divvy up the space on the ground floor, creating a 
familial, relaxing environment. The facilities are modern and 
the furniture surprisingly tasteful. The kitchen includes a small 
pantry and a laundry room is adjacent to it. 

Upstairs are three bedrooms, each with an air conditioner, 
and one bathroom. 

The home has no balcony, or much of a need for one con-
sidering the large backyard, which invites one to unwind under 
an umbrella or after sunset with family and friends. The house 
owner can probably be talked into painting the house another 
colour for a long-term tenant.                    - Ei Thae Thae Naing

Location	 : 	 ZiZaWa Housing estate, South Okkalapa township
Price	 :	 K 2.5 million (rent), K750 million (sale)
Contact	 :	 Phoenix Real Estate and General Service
Phone	 : 	 09-86-13388

HOUSE OF THE WEEK

Buyers race to 
cross the river
Renewed speculation about a bridge linking downtown to Dala has 
unleashed another speculative frenzy in the township

FOREIGN buyers are swooping 
on villages in Sicily to snap up 
homes for as little as US$13,000, 
propping up a property market 
in freefall as Italy suffers its 
longest-ever recession.

“When you go to the pizzeria 

now, you often meet more for-
eigners than Sicilians,” said Sal-
vatore Sansemi, mayor of Cian-
ciana, near the southern city of 
Agrigento.

Half the population of the 
village – set against the stun-

ning backdrop of the Sicani 
mountains and close to the 
sea – has emigrated to Canada, 
France or Germany in recent 
years, leaving only around 3500 
inhabitants.

“We have just signed off on 

140 sales to British, French, Nor-
wegians and Poles, as well as a 
few Canadians and Chinese,” Mr 
Sansemi told AFP.

One of the latest buyers in 
the village is Ray Winstone, a 
British actor and producer who 
bought an old farmhouse for 
$65,000 and is entirely redoing 
it to the tune of $1.67 million.

“Prices are very low. A house 
needing repairs can cost from 
$13,000 to $40,000. An apart-
ment or a renovated house from 
$80,000 to $100,000,” he said.

Cianciana already has aro-
und 800 British home owners 
and the number is growing.

Cianciana’s success has in-
spired neighbouring villages 
to do more to attract foreign 
buyers. Aragona, which now 
has 9500 inhabitants after over 
8000 upped sticks, has launched 
a campaign to try and persuade 

Belgians and Russians to move 
there. “Last year, I invited a del-
egation of Russians that was 
visiting Agrigento,” said mayor 
Salvatore Parello.

“‘Buy everything!’ I told 
them. Here it’s warm year-
round,” he said.

The state of the property 
market is such that any buyers 
are welcome.

A shocking report by the Ital-
ian Banking Association and the 
national tax agency last week 
showed that the number of 
property sales in Italy last year 
dropped by 27.5 percent from 
2011 to 448,364 – its lowest level 
since 1985.

The drop in Sicily was little 
different, with a contraction of 
27.4pc. 

“Right now there are just 
sellers. Sales are not going well 
at all,” said Antonello Cassisa, 

director of Sicilproject, a real es-
tate company aimed at the Rus-
sian market.

“The number of Russian 
buyers is more or less stable,” 
he said. The advantage of Rus-
sian clients, he explained, is that 
there is a range of reasons they 
might be looking for property – 
a holiday home, an investment 
or a move linked to business in-
terest in the picturesque island 
region. Sicilproject offers prop-
erties up to $23 million for an 
18th-century Baroque villa built 
for a Sicilian prince.

The climate is a big factor 
for Sicily even though the infra-
structure and services are not 
as good on the Adriatic coast, 
another popular holiday home 
spot.

Mr Cassisa said his latest big 
sale to a Russian client was a 
$1.5-million villa. – AFP

Italy’s deepening recession sparks foreign buying spree 

BUYERS are once again de-
scending on Dala township 
amidst a revival of  speculation 
that a bridge will be built across 
the Yangon River, as transporta-
tion infrastructure projects that 
make commuting easier boost 
property prices in the city’s out-
skirts. 

Real estate agents told The 
Myanmar Times last week that 
increased talk about a bridge 
to Dala had sparked a boom in 
land sales in the township, with 

prices doubling since December.  
“Dala land prices have been 

rising very swiftly since talk 
about the bridge project picked 
up again,” said an agent for Mya 
Pan Tha Khin Real Estate. 

The trend started early this 
year and buyers are snapping 
up multiple plots, he said. “The 
attraction is Dala’s closeness to 
downtown for prices that are 
only a fraction of those in the 
city centre.” 

One acre in Dala is selling 
for K7-K8 million, up from K3-
K4 million in December, real-
tors say. 

The agent from Mya Pan Tha 
Khin Real Estate, who asked not 
to be named, said on May 24 
that prices had been stable for 
a week.

Ko Min Min Soe, an agent 

who sells land in the city’s out-
skirts, said reports of rising 
prices in Dala have fuelled sales. 

“When speculators hear land 
prices are rising in an area, they 
jump in,” he said, adding that 
most purchases are for 3 or 
4 acres but some are as large 
as 40 acres. “They are hoping 
that a bridge will be built and 
the township will develop with 
good infrastructure for trans-
portation,” he said.

Ko Htun Htun, a spokes-
person for Phoenix Real Estate 
agency, said land prices in Hla-
ing Tharyar township have 
risen since the Hledan overpass 
was completed in April. 

“Soon there will be a new 
bridge and overpass at Bayint-
naung junction, so getting to 
Hlaing Tharyar will be faster,” 

he said. “We’re confident this 
will lead to an increase in prices 
in the township, especially at 
the Pun Hlaing, FMI and Nawa-
day housing estates.” 

Buyers are snapping up road-
side plots to open small busi-
nesses, with 2400-square-foot 
plots in housing estates going 
for about K170 million, an in-
crease of about 6 percent from 

the K160 million average in De-
cember.

U Khin Maung Aye, a real 
estate agent for Shwe KanMyay 
Real Estate agency, said land 
prices in North Dagon township 
have doubled since December, 
with 2400-square-foot plots on 
Pinlone Road now selling for up 
to K300 million.

Ko Kyaw Zin, a resident of 

North Dagon, said prices began 
shooting up two years ago when 
Yangon City Development Com-
mittee upgraded BohmuBahtoo 
Road. Before then, he said, few 
people were interested in buy-
ing land in the area. 

“People selling their proper-
ties downtown are buying  here. 
North Dagon is starting to de-
velop,” he said. 
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A man leaps from a ferry from Dala township as it docks at Yangon city. Photo: Lwin Ko Taik
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RELATIVELY mundane city-man-
agement issues, from parking to wa-
ter use, are going high-tech as cities 
seek to use analytics and informa-
tion to improve their operations.

Companies are pushing this kind 
of work, arguing that it can improve 
city services and operations while in 
many cases lowering costs or even 
generating new revenue.

In Dubuque, Iowa, for instance, 
the city government hired IBM to 
pilot new technology for the water 
system. The city has equipped homes 
with automated water meters and, 
with the help of IBM, delivered con-
sumption information to residents, 
resulting in greater conservation and 
quicker response to leaks.

“It was really giving [homeown-
ers] the real-time information, which 
was a very good incentive to have 
them change behaviours,” Dubuque 
Mayor Roy Buol said. “It’s like an 
‘aha’ moment.”

The city has since started a simi-
lar pilot using smart meters for elec-
tricity consumption and it is recruit-
ing volunteers for studies to analyse 
data related to wellness issues.

IBM established what it has 
dubbed its Smarter Cities initiative 
about three years ago. It is designed 
to help cities use technology to im-
prove management and handle chal-
lenges including infrastructure and 
social services.

“We’ve moved past the general 
concept and very high-level view that 
things should be smarter,” said Mi-
chael Dixon, general manager of the 
program. “We’ve moved . . . to much 
more pragmatism of ‘What does that 
actually mean?’ ”

The cities-focused initiatives come 
as virtually every type of institution, 
from the federal government to hos-
pitals, seeks to take better advantage 
of data and analytics. While many 
cities have tight budgets, some are fo-
cused on pilot efforts that allow them 
to take the analytics for a test drive – 
at a limited price. Others are looking 
to revenue-generating initiatives such 
maximising use of metered parking 
spaces or devising systems to charge 
motorists variable rates, depending 
on congestion, to use toll roads.

Miami-Dade County has part-
nered with IBM to use data to im-
prove water management, police 
work and transportation, among 
other areas.

“I want the county to be on the 
cutting edge of technology, because 
I think it’s just going to allow us to 
deliver better service,” said Mayor 
Carlos Gimenez, who sought to have 
Miami-Dade be an IBM test city so 
it could experiment with new tech-
nologies at a limited cost.

The county is looking into pre-
dictive analyses such as forecasts of 
where criminal activity is likely to 
occur. “They can predict trends, and 
then we can do a better job of pro-
tecting our citizens,” Gimenez said.

He said that although it’s too ear-
ly to say whether the partnership is 
working, the county’s early involve-
ment and feedback are allowing it 
to shape the kind of technology IBM 
might offer.

“We’re really just scratching the 
surface here,” Gimenez said. “I’d like 

to go a lot deeper.”
Siemens established its cities and 

infrastructure unit in October 2011 
and has won work with communities 
such as San Antonio and Reno.

Terry Heath, president of the 
North American mobility and lo-
gistics division within Siemens’ 
infrastructure and cities sector, fo-
cuses his work on transportation 
improvements, including a system 
that installs sensors in a city’s park-
ing spots, then links those devices to 
parking meters.

A smartphone application al-
lows drivers to call up a map and 
see where spaces are available. The 
software is not only a convenience 
to motorists but potentially al-
lows communities to provide fewer 
spaces by making better use of the 
ones it has.

Other options include congestion-
management systems that change 
signals to prevent traffic from back-
ing up.

In San Antonio, Siemens managed 
an initiative to encourage people to 
ditch their cars in favour of riding 
the bus. The company spearheaded 
a project to create a GPS-based bus 
rapid-transit system, which allows 
buses to request a green light when 
they are behind schedule.

The system helped improve bus-
es’ on-time performance, Heath said, 
resulting in more riders.

IBM and Siemens executives said 
they usually work with smaller cities, 
where it can be easier to isolate prob-
lems and make changes.

And while smaller cities often 
have financial constraints, they’re 
finding ways to work around them.

Heath said some cities are look-
ing to systems that produce revenue 
such as tolls and “variable” lanes, 
where fees increase as demand 
grows.

“It gives you an option to avoid 
that traffic,” he said. “And it obvious-
ly is a good revenue source for cities 
and states in tough times.”

Buol, the Dubuque mayor, said 
he sees virtually endless opportuni-
ties to incorporate data into manage-
ment.

“The potential is just incredible 
around that technology,” he said. 
“It’s giving that real-time informa-
tion so that people will make de-
cisions based on their wants and 
needs.”

Gimenez said the technology will 
be useful in a wide range of places. 
Miami-Dade, he acknowledged, is 
not necessarily the typical US city.

“We’re different because we have 
different demographics,” he said. 
“But the core set of issues is probably 
the same set of issues [for] Miami as 
it is for small-town Wyoming.” 

– The Washington Post

ASIA’S mobile revolution is set to 
transform the region’s financial ser-
vices industry, offering a cheap way 
for millions of migrant workers to 
send money home to their families, a 
report said on May 20.

Nearly 60 million migrant work-
ers from the Asia-Pacific region sent 
almost US$260 billion home to their 
families in 2012, said the study, co-
authored by the World Bank and the 
International Fund for Agricultural 
Development.

An estimated 70 million Asian 
households – one in 10 – benefit from 
these flows.

Yet most Asian households receiv-
ing remittances still “live outside the 
world’s financial system”, particularly 
those from rural areas, with limited 
access to savings accounts, the report 
said.

“Mobile telephony offer the pros-
pect of cheaply connecting hundreds 

of millions of unbanked rural and 
low-income people to financial ser-
vices,” it added.

Asia is the fastest-growing market 
on the planet for mobile financial ser-
vices, which reach almost every town 
and village, enabling people to send 
money, transfer funds between ac-
counts and pay bills, the report said.

Traditionally, rural recipients 
of remittances had to travel long  

distances to a bank or other payout 
locations to receive their money in 
cash.

But technological advances mean 
that these days “mobile wallets” can 
be used to receive and store money 
for future use.

Some mobile devices also allow 
customers to receive money from 
ATMs without a bank card as well as 
to pay for goods and services at retail 

locations, even if such services are in 
the early stages.

In the past workers sending mon-
ey home to families in rural areas 
faced higher remittance charges, but 
that is also changing.

The cost of mobile transactions is 
also about 2 percent of that of branch 
banking, and 60pc of leading remit-
tance service providers offer mobile 
transfers.

“The promise of low-cost, instan-
taneous transfers of funds over large 
distances directly through mobile 
phones is one of the most exciting 
prospects in the industry today,” the 
report said.

But the authors also sounded a 
note of caution about mobile bank-
ing, saying its long-term success 
depended on the development of 
economically sustainable business 
models, which they warned “remains 
a challenge”. – AFP
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Mobile phones a lifeline for migrant workers: study

Mobile phones have slashed the cost 
of money transfers for the millions of 
Asians who work overseas. Photo: AFP

‘Mobile telephony offer the prospect of 
cheaply connecting hundreds of millions of 
unbanked rural and low-income people to 
financial services.’

World Bank /International Fund for Agricultural Development study

Traffic congestion on a Los Angeles freeway. Technology giant Siemens has 
developed a congestion-management system that changes signals to prevent 
traffic jams. Photo: AFP

High-tech solutions providing
smarter ways to manage cities

‘The potential is just 
incredible around 
that technology.’

Roy Buol 
Mayor of Dubuque, Iowa

MICROSOFT on May 21 staked a claim 
to the internet age living room with an 
eagerly awaited new generation Xbox 
One console touted as a home enter-
tainment hub that goes far beyond 
games.

“Today, we put you at the centre of 
a new generation in the living room,” 
said Don Mattrick, head of Microsoft’s 
interactive entertainment business, un-
veiling the new version of the popular 
game console.

The beefed-up hardware is pow-
ered by software that allows for instant 
switching between games, television, 
and internet browsing. Microsoft-
owned Skype was also integrated for 
online group video calls.

Kinect motion and sound sensing 
accessories accompanying the consoles 
recognise users; respond instantly to 
commands spoken in natural language, 
and even detect a person’s pulse.

“This is the beginning of a new gen-
eration of games and entertainment 
and a new generation of smart TV,” said 
Microsoft entertainment unit executive 
Yusuf Mehdi.

Microsoft played to longtime Xbox 
fans with glimpses of blockbuster 
games including “Call of Duty Ghosts” 
and “FIFA” football being tailored for 
the new consoles.

A beloved “Halo” science fiction 
shooter franchise was used to show-
case the merging of television and vid-
eogame play in Xbox One.

Xbox One consoles will be released 
later this year, said Mattrick, who did 
not disclose pricing details.

Microsoft has sold some 77 mil-
lion Xbox 360 consoles since they hit 
the market in late 2005. Console rival 
Sony has sold about the same number 
of PlayStation 3 consoles, which was in-
troduced a year later.

Nintendo sold nearly 100 million 
Wii consoles, which became hits due 
to innovative motion-sensing controls 
after their debut in 2006. However, de-
mand for Nintendo’s recently released 
Wii U consoles has been disappointing.

Sony announced a new generation 
PlayStation 4 system in February. The 
PS4 is due on the market by the end of 
this year.

“Microsoft wins the next-gen game 
console launch wars,” said Forrester 
analyst James McQuivey.

“Where first Nintendo offered us a 
tablet to accompany the millions we 
had already bought and Sony then of-
fered us a box that we couldn’t even 
see, Microsoft has trumped them both 
by delivering the Xbox One,” he said.  

                                                 – AFP

REDMOND, Washington

New Xbox One:
It can also 
take your pulse
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BRITISH police made two further ar-
rests on May 23 and raided houses 
throughout London following the 
brutal murder of a serving soldier who 
survived a tour of duty in Afghanistan.

Prime Minister David Cameron 
appealed for calm after Lee Rigby, 
25, was butchered outside a London 
army barracks on May 22, while an 
extra 1200 officers were deployed on 
the capital’s streets in a bid to reas-
sure the public.

The intelligence agencies mean-
while came under scrutiny after it 
emerged that the two murder sus-
pects, who were injured in police gun-
fire at the scene, had been known to 
the security services.

Both men, aged 28 and 22, are be-
lieved to be Britons of Nigerian origin. 
One of them had attended  meetings 
by the now-banned Islamist group Al-
Muhajiroun, said its UK leader Anjem 
Choudary.

The two chief suspects are under 

arrest in separate hospitals. They are 
both stable and their injuries are not 
life threatening, police said.

In a brazen mid-afternoon attack 
in Woolwich, southeast London, the 
pair apparently hacked Rigby with 
knives and a meat cleaver before at-
tempting to explain their actions in 
an Islamist tirade to passers-by.

The victim, who has a two-year-old 
son, Jake, was a machine gunner who 
served with NATO-led forces in Af-
ghanistan in 2009, the defence min-
istry said.

Police searched five properties in 
London and one in a village in eastern 
England and announced the arrests of 
a man and a woman, both aged 29, for 
conspiracy to murder.

“This is a large, complex and fast-
moving investigation which continues 
to develop,” a spokesman said.

Detectives are sifting through wit-
ness statements, social media and se-
curity camera footage, while forensic 
experts have been combing the scene 
in Woolwich for evidence.

Media reports citing witnesses 
said the men first ran over their vic-
tim in a car before finishing him off 
with the knives.

A government source said “we 
will be looking into the possibility 
that they were known” to the security 
services.

British media are naming the sus-
pects as Michael Adebolajo, 28, and 
Michael Adebowale, 22, both from 
London. 

Islamist preacher Choudary told 
AFP Adebolajo was from a Nigerian 
family, converted to Islam in 2003 
and took the name “Mujahid”. He reg-
ularly attended sermons by banned 
Islamist preacher Omar Bakri, the Al-
Muhajiroun founder.

“He used to attend some of our 
activities over the years. Very peace-
ful chap actually, not violent at all,” 

Choudary said, adding that he lost 
contact three years ago.

Chilling onlooker footage showed 
the man thought to be Adebolajo still 
holding his weapons and saying they 
killed Rigby “because Muslims are dy-
ing daily by British soldiers”.

Cameron condemned the attack as 
a “betrayal of Islam”.

Speaking after chairing a second 
meeting of COBRA, the government’s 
emergency response committee, the 
prime minister branded the murder-
ers “sickening”.

“This was not just an attack on 
Britain and on the British way of life. 
It was also a betrayal of Islam and of 
the Muslim communities who give so 
much to our country,” he said outside 
his Downing Street office.

The murder is the first deadly Is-
lamist attack in Britain since 2005, 
when suicide bombers killed 52 peo-
ple on London’s transport network.

In the video, which has gone viral 
on the internet, Adebolajo demanded 
Cameron’s government “bring our 
troops back”.

“You people will never be safe. Re-
move your governments, they don’t 
care about you,” he said.

The Muslim Council of Britain has 
described the murder as “a truly bar-
baric act that has no basis in Islam”. 

– AFP

WORLD EDITOR: Geoffrey Goddard | geoffreygoddard@mmtimes.com
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Floral tributes on May 23 outside 
the London barracks near where the 
soldier was murdered. Photo: AFP

British PM calls for calm
after soldier hacked to death
Britain reacts with shock and revulsion after a soldier is hacked to death in a sickening attack

‘You people will 
never be safe.’

Michael Adebolajo 
Murder suspect

ISLAMIST groups have claimed re-
sponsibility for twin suicide car bomb-
ings on an army base and a French-
run uranium mine in Niger in which 
at least 20 people died, in retaliation 
for the country’s military involvement 
in neighbouring Mali.

The attacks on May 23 came four 
months after al-Qaeda linked mili-
tants seized a desert gas plant in 
neighbouring Algeria in a siege that 
left 38 hostages dead, also in retalia-
tion against the intervention in Mali.

The Movement for Oneness and 
Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO), one of 
the Islamist groups that seized control 
of northern Mali last year before be-
ing driven out by French-led troops, 
claimed the near simultaneous bomb-
ings at the Agadez army base and a 
uranium mine in northern Arlit.

“We attacked France and Niger for 
its cooperation with France in the war 
against sharia (Islamic law),” MUJAO 
spokesman Abu Walid Sahraoui said 
after the attacks, the first of their kind 
in the former French colony.

Later, a spokesman for Mokhtar 
Belmokhtar said the Algerian Jihad-
ist commander had “supervised” the 
suicide bombings in conjunction with 
MUJAO.

“It was Belmokhtar himself who 
supervised the operational plans of 
attacks” on the Agadez army base and 
the uranium mine, El-Hassen Ould 

Khalil, spokesman for Belmokhtar’s 
“Signatories in Blood” group, was 
quoted as saying by a Mauritanian 
news agency.

He said the near-simultaneous 
bombings “targeted elite French forc-
es” who were providing security at the 
uranium mine that is majority-owned 
by France’s Areva.

The first car bomb went off at dawn 
on May 23 at the army base in Agadez, 
the largest city in northern Niger. 

Eighteen soldiers and a civilian 
were killed along with four attackers 
at the army base, Interior Minister Ab-
dou Labo said.

About 30 minutes after the first at-
tack, a suicide bomber blew up a car 
at the Somair uranium mine and pro-
cessing facility as employees reported 
for work at the site, killing one person.

Areva, the world’s second-largest 
uranium producer, condemned the 
blast as a “terrorist attack”.

Niger is part of the African-led 
Support Mission to Mali (AFISMA), a 
regional military mission launched to 
help reclaim northern Mali from Is-
lamist groups that seized the vast de-
sert territory in the chaotic aftermath 
of a March 2012 military coup.

French troops have so far led the 
operation against the Islamists, which 
was launched in January and has 
pushed the radicals from the territory 
they had brutally ruled. – AFP

Suicide attacks in Niger
target army base, mine

BRIEFS

Moscow
Assad regime to attend
peace conference: Russia
RUSSIA said on May 24 that the 
Damascus regime had agreed “in 
principle” to attend an international 
peace conference on the crisis that 
world powers hope will take place in 
Geneva in June.

But Moscow also criticised Syria’s 
various opposition groups for pre-
senting tough demands, including  
the exclusion of President Bashar 
al-Assad’s representatives from the 
negotiations.

The agreement to take part in the 
conference had come during a visit 
to Moscow by Syria’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister, Faisal Muqdad, said Russian 
foreign ministry spokesman Alexan-
der Lukashevich.

Some European media have  
reported that the meeting has been 
already tentatively scheduled for 
June 10, with the focus on ending 26 
months of bloodshed that a Syrian ob-
server group says has claimed more 
than 90,000 lives.

Syria’s main opposition group  
entered a second day of talks in  
Istanbul on Friday aimed at finding a 
joint approach to the conference.

Beijing
Pyongyang wants peace,
envoy tells Chinese official
A SPECIAL envoy from North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong-Un told one of 
China’s top officials on May 23 that 
Pyongyang wants peace, state media 
reported.

Envoy Choe Ryong-Hae met Liu 
Yunshan, a member of the Chinese 
Communist Party’s highest ranking 
body, the Politburo Standing Commit-
tee, state television reported on its 
evening newscast.

The report quoted Choe as telling 
Liu he was sent by Kim to improve, 
consolidate and further develop rela-
tions and that the North was willing to 
work with China.

Choe also praised China’s efforts 
for peace and stability on the Korean 
peninsula. He said the North was 
willing to accept Beijing’s proposals to 
develop dialogue with other parties.

Choe, a vice marshal and director of 
the Korean People’s Army’s General 
Political Bureau, is believed to be the 
highest-ranking North Korean to visit 
China since Kim’s late father and pre-
decessor Kim Jong-Il in August 2011. 
The elder Kim died in December 2011.

Washington
Obama, Xi to meet 
at Californian resort
CHINA and the United States are hop-
ing for a new chance to set the course 
for smoother relations through a 
secluded desert summit as the Asian 
power’s leader Xi Jinping projects a 
more confident style.

Xi and Barack Obama will meet 
June 7-8 at the Sunnylands resort in 
Rancho Mirage, California, their first 
encounter since the Chinese president 
took power and three months ahead 
of their attendance at a Group of 20 
summit in Russia.

The two sides expect the encounter 

to be less about specifics and more 
about setting a tone.

“It may not have a long list of what 
we call deliverables, but it will enable 
our cooperation to deliver much more 
in the future,” said Cui Tiankai, China’s 
ambassador to Washington.

White House national security 
spokeswoman Caitlin Hayden said the 
casual setting will give Obama and 
Xi space to discuss “the full diversity 
of issues” and set “a positive and 
forward-looking agenda” for Obama’s 
second term.

Islamabad
Polio paralyses child
in Pakistani tribal region
A second child has contracted polio 
in a restive Pakistani tribal region 
near the Afghan border after the 
Taliban banned vaccinations there 
nearly a year ago, a UN official said 
on May 23.

The first polio case was detected 
in the North Waziristan region earlier 
this month.

“This is the second child, a 
36-month-old boy getting paralysed 
after contracting polio,” the World 
Health Organization’s senior coordina-
tor for polio eradication in Pakistan, 
Elias Durry, told AFP.

He said there were about 161,000 
children in North Waziristan district 
alone who have not been administered 
with a polio vaccine since June last 
year.

The Taliban have alleged that the 
vaccination campaign is a cover for 
espionage. – AFP
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PRESIDENT Barack Obama 
laid out new guidelines for 
drone strikes on May 23 and 
launched a fresh bid to close 
Guantanamo, warning that a 
“perpetual” US war on terror 
would be self-defeating.

Obama told Americans in 
a major speech their country 
must move on from the coun-
terterrorism policies deployed 
after the September 11 attacks 
to confront a new era of diverse 
global threats and homegrown 
radicals.

He argued that the idea of 
a “boundless” conflict every-
where radicalism took root, be 
it in Pakistan or Arab Spring 
nations or Somalia, was now 
obsolete.

“A perpetual war – through 
drones or Special Forces or 
troop deployments – will prove 
self-defeating, and alter our 
country in troubling ways,” he 
said.

“We must define the nature 
and scope of this struggle, or 
else it will define us,” Obama 
said, warning that some post-
9/11 tactics such as enhanced 
interrogation of terror suspects 
had “compromised our basic 
values.”

Obama said he had signed 
a new policy directive codify-
ing guidelines for the use of US 
drone strikes because “to say a 
military tactic is legal, or even 
effective, is not to say it is wise 
or moral in every instance.”

The guidelines state that 
drone attacks can only be used 
to prevent imminent attacks 
and when the capture of a sus-
pect is not feasible and if there 
is a “near certainty” that civil-
ians will not be killed.

Speaking at the National 
Defense University, Obama said 
that he would be “haunted” for 
the rest of his life by the deaths 
of civilians in strikes he had or-
dered – but had no choice but 

to act when Americans were at 
risk.

But he said his policies had 
been successful in neutralisng 
the threat of action from al-
Qaeda in Afghanistan and Pa-
kistan.

Obama also signalled a 
major new effort to close the 
Guantanamo Bay camp for ter-
ror suspects in Cuba, which he 
said was harmful to US inter-
ests, too expensive and a relic 
of a past age of counterterror-
ism tactics.

He pledged to lift a personal 
moratorium on transferring 
Guantanamo Bay inmates to 
Yemen and promised to ap-
point senior envoys in the State 
Department and Pentagon to 
oversee transfers. The presi-
dent also called on the Penta-
gon to designate a site on US 
soil to hold military tribunals 
for terror suspects at Guanta-
namo Bay and said Congress 
must drop efforts to thwart his 
closure plans.

Republicans warned Oba-
ma’s strategic rethink was pre-
mature. “We are still in a long, 
drawn-out conflict with al-Qae-
da,” said Senator John McCain. 

– AFP

Obama cautions against
a ‘perpetual’ war on terror

‘We must define 
the nature and 
scope of this 
struggle, or it 
will define us.’

Barack Obama  
US President

Pussy Riot punk rocker
loses bid for parole

‘This looked not like 
a court hearing but 
like arm-twisting.’

Natalia Alyokhina 
Prisoner’s mother

A COURT in Russia’s Urals on May 
23 rejected a request for parole by 
hunger-striking Pussy Riot punk 
rocker Maria Alyokhina, despite 
support from music luminaries in-
cluding Paul McCartney. 

The hearing in the town of Be-
rezniki stalled for several hours as 
judge Mikhail Shagalov searched for 
a new legal representative for Alykh-
ina, who launched a hunger strike 
over not being allowed to be present 
personally in the court room.

He then speedily read the deci-
sion to deny her a parole request af-
ter taking about an hour and a half 
to deliberate, as supporters blasted 
the proceedings as a formality with 
a predetermined result.

“This looked not like a court 
hearing but like arm-twisting,” 
Alyokhina’s mother, Natalia, told 
Svoboda Radio, which carried a live 
web video feed from the court. 

“Clearly the court was not inter-
ested in the character of the con-
vict, because the decision was likely 
made in advance.”

Music great Paul McCartney sent 
Alyokhina, 24, a handwritten letter 
in her support ahead of the parole 
hearing, pleading with the court to 
set her free before the end of her 
two-year sentence for hooliganism.

A new lawyer appeared confused 
sitting at the defence table as the 
judge read out names of people who 
sent letters supporting Alyokhina to 
the court, who included the singer 
Peter Gabriel as well as McCartney.

The activist’s regular lawyer Irina 

Khrunova was not present in the 
hearing as her client had ordered a 
boycott by the defence. 

A prison official in court criti-
cised Alyokhina’s “lack of initiative 
in household chores,” adding that 
she “is not repenting for what she 
has done.” 

“Parole is not recommended,” she 
concluded. The recommendation 
was echoed by the prosecutor.

On May 22, Alyokhina, who is 
serving a two-year sentence for per-
forming a stunt in a Moscow cathe-
dral, protested against the decision 
not to transport her from the local 
prison colony to the hearing, where 
she could confer with her law-
yer, study documents, and make a 
statement. 

She then announced a hunger 
strike in protest and forbade her 
lawyers from participating in the 
proceedings until her presence is 
ensured. 

In April, a different court denied 
bail to another Pussy Riot member, 
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, who like 
Alyokhina has a young son. – AFP

Activists express opinions on a range of issues in Myanmar outside the US Chamber of 
Commerce in Washington on May 20 ahead of the arrival there of President U Thein 
Sein to attend a dinner. Photo: AFP

Chinese premier’s India 
visit brings progress on 
border dispute
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THE World Bank is making a major 
push to develop large-scale hydro-
power projects around the globe, 
something it had all but abandoned 
a decade ago but now sees as crucial 
to resolving the tension between eco-
nomic development and the drive to 
tame carbon use.

Bank lending for hydropower has 
scaled up steadily in recent years and 
officials expect the trend to continue 
amid a worldwide boom in water-
fueled electricity.

Such projects were shunned in 
the 1990s, in part because they can 
be disruptive to communities and 
ecosystems. But the World Bank is 
opening the taps for dams, transmis-
sion lines and related infrastructure 
as its president, Jim Yong Kim, tries 
to resolve a quandary at the bank’s 
core: how to eliminate poverty while 
adding as little as possible to carbon 
emissions.

“Large hydro is a very big part of 
the solution for Africa and South Asia 

and Southeast Asia… I fundamentally 
believe we have to be involved,” said 
Rachel Kyte, the bank’s vice president 
for sustainable development. 

It is a controversial stand. The 
bank backed out of large-scale hy-
dropower because of the steep trade-
offs involved. Big dams produce lots 
of cheap, clean electricity, but they 
often uproot villages in dam-flooded 
areas and destroy the livelihoods of 
the people the institution is supposed 
to help. A 2009 World Bank review of 
hydropower noted the “overwhelm-
ing environmental and social risks” 
that had to be addressed but also 
concluded that Africa and Asia’s vast 
and largely undeveloped hydropower 
potential was key to providing de-
pendable electricity to the hundreds 
of millions of people who remain 
without it.

“What’s the one issue that’s hold-
ing back development in the poorest 
countries? It’s energy. There’s just no 
question,” Kim said in an interview 

in early May.
Advocacy groups remain sceptical, 

arguing that large projects may be of 
more benefit to mining companies or 
industries in neighbouring countries 
than poor communities.

The move toward big hydro comes 
amid Kim’s stark warning that global 
warming will leave the next genera-
tion with an “unrecognisable planet.” 

However, the bank remains in 
the business of financing traditional 
fossil-fuel plants, including those that 
use the dirtiest form of coal, as well 

as cleaner but carbon-based natural 
gas infrastructures.

Kim said he is considering how 
the bank might get involved in creat-
ing a more effective world market for 
carbon. 

“We’ve got to figure out a way to 
establish a stable price of carbon,” 
Kim said. 

Hydropower projects, however, 
seem notably inside what Kim says 
is the bank’s sweet spot – complex, 
high-impact, green and requiring the 
sort of joint public and private financ-

ing Kim says the bank can attract.
The massive hydropower potential 

of the Congo River  is such a target. 
Its development is on a list of top 
world infrastructure priorities pre-
pared by the World Bank and other 
development agencies for the Group 
of 20 major economic powers.

Two smaller dams on the river 
have been plagued by poor perfor-
mance and are being rehabilitated 
with World Bank assistance. A third 
being planned would represent a 
quantum jump – a 4800-megawatt, 
US$12 billion giant that would move 
an entire region off carbon-based 
electricity.

It is the sort of project that the 
World Bank had stayed away from 
for many years – not least because 
of instability in the country. But as 
the country tries to move beyond its 
civil war and the region intensifies its 
quest for the power to fuel economic 
growth, the bank seems ready to 
move. – The Washington Post

IS the fight against poverty still 
worth fighting? In the past eight 
years, the end of “extreme” poverty – 
those living on about US$1.25 a day, 
when purchasing power is factored 
in – has gone from a possibility to a 
prediction. 

If it does come to pass, it will not 
only prolong hundreds of millions of 
lives but could also be considered hu-
mankind’s greatest achievement. OK, 
then what?

Even if extreme poverty is eradi-
cated, a lot of people will still look 
very poor to residents of high-income 
economies. There may be a few places 
in rich countries where you’ll be able 
to get by on $1.25 a day, but not many. 
And many people will still feel poor 
even after they escape extreme pov-
erty – especially when they’re bom-
barded by ads, television series, and 
movies showing how the other half 
live.

Moreover, the most recent re-
search on income and happiness sug-
gests that fighting non-extreme pov-
erty may be just as important to the 
world’s wellbeing as fighting extreme 
poverty. The link between income 
and happiness is strong in coun-
tries around the globe and it persists 
through fairly high levels of income – 
above $100,000 a year in the highest-
earning countries measured. Perhaps 
most importantly, the link follows a 
logarithmic-linear function that is re-
markably consistent across countries: 
the amount of happiness added by in-
creasing incomes by a fixed percent-
age stays constant as incomes rise.

So, even if the lives of poor farmers 
and sweatshop workers are improved 
beyond the level of mere subsistence, 
further rises in their material living 
standards would continue to make 
them feel better off. Put another way, 
absolute increases in income will al-
ways make people happier, even if 
their incomes still compare unfavour-
ably to those of their fellow citizens.

All of this sounds like good news 
for the aid industry. 

Tens of thousands of people work 
for the World Bank, the United Na-
tions Development Program and 
countless smaller organisations in 
the fight against poverty. 

In the past, they have asked gov-
ernments of rich countries to devote 
0.7 percent of gross domestic prod-
uct – about $200 billion a year in the 
United States and European Union 
alone – to fight poverty. For compari-

son, the global industry for manufac-
turing automation is worth about the 
same amount. But if money can make 
people happy at all income levels, is 
fighting poverty really the best way to 
spend it?

Consider a simple comparison. 
An increase of 10pc in American in-
comes would be about $5000 a year 
a person. In the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, the same 10pc raise would 
amount to just $25 a year. 

The population of the US is rough-
ly four times that of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, however, so in 
principle the world should work four 
times as hard to achieve the higher 
incomes in the United States. In ei-
ther case, a 10pc raise could, on aver-
age, increase happiness by the same 
amount. The difference is that such 
an increase in the US would affect 
four times as many people.

This may seem perverse – wouldn’t 

it be much easier to achieve higher 
incomes for the Congolese? Maybe. 
After all, you could simply give each 
of them $25 for about $1.9 billion, the 
cost of a single offshore oil platform. 
But making that increase in income 
stick is much harder, especially in a 
country that has struggled with bor-
der conflicts and poor governance. To 
push incomes up by 10pc permanent-
ly, the cost might be much higher.

This, in a nutshell, is the central 
problem of the fight against poverty. 

The aid industry has become ad-
ept at identifying programs that can 
help a small number of people at a 
time to escape poverty. But big chang-
es in living standards, by contrast, 
tend to depend on shifts in political 
institutions, such as legal and regula-
tory systems, and the overall growth 
of the private sector.

The aid industry recognises this 
problem, which is why it is obsessed 
with the notion of “scale.” Virtually 

every donor is looking for “scalable” 
solutions to poverty, yet most organ-
isations whose mission is to fight pov-
erty are ill equipped for expansion. 

The organisations that best under-
stand how to grow are for-profit com-
panies, but the aid industry doesn’t 
want to be too much like them or sur-
render its work to them. Right now, 
improving the incomes of 75 million 
or so Congolese (the way the aid in-
dustry knows how) would probably 
require a bevy of small programs 
costing many billions of dollars.

Shouldn’t this still be a priority, 
especially since the Congolese are 
starting from a much lower level of 
living standards? The answer would 
likely be “yes” from people who take 
the Rawlsian view of social welfare, 
that society should try to maximise 
the living standards of the people on 
its lowest rung. 

Yet this notion is at odds with the 
mission of at least one big aid organ-
isation.

The slogan of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation is that every hu-
man life has equal value. This sug-
gests a simple utilitarian, rather than 
Rawlsian, view of the world. 

In other words, every human life 
is worth the same and so is its hap-
piness. Making rich people happier 
by increasing their incomes by 10pc 
is therefore just as valuable as mak-
ing poor people happier by doing the 
same for them.

Given this axiom, the aid indus-
try may be focusing on the wrong 
problems. Pouring those same bil-
lions from the example above into, 
say, scientific research in the US 
might not raise incomes by 10pc, but 
it might still raise them more than 
the money would in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. And hey – the 
United States, the world’s wealthiest 
big country, still has tens of millions 
of people who occasionally go hun-
gry. 

If the aid industry really does 
believe that every human life has 
equal value, then it’s time to replace 
the fight against poverty with the 
fight for higher aggregate happiness, 
wherever it might be created. If not, 
then it’s time for some new slogans. 

– Foreign Policy

Daniel Altman teaches economics at 
New York University’s Stern School of 
Business and is chief economist of Big 
Think.

COMMENT

Poverty, income and the aid industry
Is raising the incomes of as many as people more important than devoting large sums to eradicate the extreme poverty that blights the lives of a 
smaller number of people? Daniel Altman explores a controversial issue

Congolese displaced by fighting, in a file photo taken on May 15, 2012. A 10 percent increase in incomes in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo would be about $25 a year per capita. An increase of 10pc in American incomes would amount to about 
$5000 a year a person and affect four times as many people, writes Daniel Altman. Photo: AFP

If money can make people happy at all 
income levels, is fighting poverty really the 
best way to spend it?

Daniel Altman 
Stern School of Business 

New York University

‘What’s the one issue that’s holding back 
development in the poorest countries? 
It’s energy.’

Rachel Kyte 
World Bank vice-president

World Bank changes course on big hydropower projects
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FAMILIES returned to a blasted 
moonscape that had been an Amer-
ican suburb on May 21 after a mon-
strous tornado tore through the 
outskirts of Oklahoma City, killing 
at least 24 people.

Passengers flying into Okla-
homa City could see the track left 
by nature’s fury as it played out on 
May 20: the spot where the tor-
nado touched down, then chewed 
through the suburb of Moore like a 
giant lawnmower for 45 terrifying 
minutes.

Nine children were among the 
dead and entire neighbourhoods 
vanished, with often the founda-
tions being all that was left of what 
used to be houses and cars tossed 
like toys and heaped in big piles.

“It’s unreal. It’s so visceral,” said 
accountant Roger Graham, 32, as 
he combed through the ruins of 
the three-bedroom home he shared 
with his wife Kalissa, a school 
teacher, recovering what he could.

Kelly Pirtle of the US weather 
agency’s Severe Storms Laboratory 
in nearby Norman, told AFP the 
tornado was the strongest possible 
category, EF5, generating winds of 
more than 321 kilometres an hour 
(200mph).

Oklahoma City police chief Bill 
Citty told a news conference that 
20 people had been killed in Moore 
and four more elsewhere in the city.

“There could be obviously oth-
ers in the coming days. The search 
is still going on, heavily in Moore 
because they have such a large area 

to cover,” he said.
At least 101 people have been 

pulled alive from under debris, said 
Terri Watkins of the Oklahoma De-
partment of Emergency Manage-
ment, and officials said more than 
200 people were injured.

Some of the children killed were 
buried when the 3.2-kilometre 
 (2-mile) wide funnel of wind de-
molished an elementary school.

US President Barack Obama de-

clared a “major disaster” as crews 
combed the wreckage of the shat-
tered community, where even resi-
dents with long memories of past 
storms were shocked by the devas-
tation.

In televised remarks from the 
White House, Obama made special 
mention of the young victims as he 
mourned those lost and promised 
to provide survivors with the help 
they need to find their footing.

The tornado flattened block 
after block of homes, set off fires, 
downing power lines and tossed 
cars.

“To me, this is bigger than any-
thing I’ve ever seen. It’s absolutely 
huge. It’s horrific,” Oklahoma Gov-
ernor Mary Fallin said.

“It looked like somebody just set 
off something that just destroyed 
structures, not blocks, but miles 
of areas, and major buildings from 
hospitals to schools to banks to 
shopping centres, movie theatres.”

Local television footage on May 
20 showed children as young as 
nine being pulled out of the Pla-
za Towers Elementary School in 
Moore, a residential community 
of 55,000 just south of Oklahoma’s 
state capital.

“I had to hold onto the wall to 
keep myself safe,” one little girl 
said. 

The tornado followed roughly 
the same track as a May 1999 twist-
er that killed 44 people, injured 
hundreds more and destroyed 
thousands of homes. – AFP

Most tornadoes travel at
16-32 kph, wind speeds
can reach up to 400 kph

Sources: NOAA/EncyclopaediaBritannica/NatGeo

Tornado formation
Twisters develop in thunderstorms 
on hot days, often in spring or summer
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FORMER Guatemalan dictator Efrain 
Rios Montt will go back on trial after 
the nation’s highest court threw out 
his genocide and war crimes convic-
tion in the latest twist in complex pro-
ceedings.

Rios Montt went on trial in March 
on charges of ordering the massacre of 
Maya Indians in the 1980s as part of a 
scorched earth policy during a 36-year 
civil war that ended in 1996.

He was convicted on May 10 of 
genocide and war crimes in a historic 
ruling and given an 80-year sentence. 

However, on May 20 the Constitution-
al Court struck down the conviction 
and the sentence. 

The ruling, by three votes to two, an-
nulled all proceedings that took place 
after the trial was ordered temporarily 
halted on April 19, due to a technicality.

Although the conviction was over-
turned, most of the trial and testimo-
ny was left intact. Now, the trial goes 
back to the point at which it stood on 
April 19. The judges in the new phase 
will be the same as in the original trial. 
No date for the new phase was set.

The Constitutional Court upheld 
defence lawyers’ claim of a procedural 
error.

It said the error occurred when the 
court that ultimately convicted the 
former dictator went ahead with the 
trial on April 30 without considering 
a motion filed by the defence with an 
appeals court.

Rios Montt’s conviction had made 
him the first former dictator in Latin 
America to be convicted of genocide – 
defined as a systematic attempt to ex-
terminate an entire people for politi-

cal, racial, religious or other reasons.
His alleged crimes occurred during 

a brief but gruesome period of a war 
that left about 200,000 people dead 
or missing, said a 1999 UN-sponsored 
report.

More than 90 percent of the hu-
man rights violations took place be-
tween 1978 and 1984.

Under Rios Montt’s rule from 1982-
83, the army carried out a scorched 
earth policy against indigenous peo-
ples, accusing them of backing rebel 
forces.

Rios Montt and his former intel-
ligence chief Jose Rodriguez were 
charged with ordering the army to 
carry out 15 massacres that left 1771 
Maya Ixil Indians dead in Quiche in 
northern Guatemala. Rodriguez was 
acquitted.

During the trial, Rios Montt strenu-
ously denied the charges saying: “I did 
not engage in genocide.”

“I never authorised, never signed, 
never ordered an attack against a race, 
an ethnicity or a religion. I never did 
it!” – AFP

Former dictator faces retrial for war crimes, genocide
GUATEMALA CITY

MOORE, Oklahoma  UNITED NATIONS

KAMPALA

Dozens die as monster tornado
unleashes 45 minutes of terror

‘This is bigger than 
anything I’ve ever 
seen. It’s horrific.’

Mary Fallin 
Oklahoma Governor

UGANDAN police searched the offices 
of two newspapers for a second day on 
May 21 after they reported a falling out 
among army generals over whether the 
president’s son is to succeed him.

Searches continued at The Daily 
Monitor, one of the country’s main daily 
newspapers, as well as at the Red Pep-
per newspaper. 

Both were closed for a second day. 
Two radio stations in the Monitor’s of-
fices also remained off air.

“The police is working within the 
parameters of the law,” Ugandan infor-
mation minister Mary Karooro Okurut 
said on May 21. 

She said the police “will continue to 
search media houses until they have ob-
tained all the information they require.” 

The raids came after the newspapers 
printed a leaked confidential memo by 
a senior general, David Sejusa Tinyefu-
za, alleging that President Yoweri Mu-
seveni was grooming his son Muhoozi 
Kainerugaba to succeed him and plot-

ting to assassinate those opposed to the 
plan.

Several other generals – among 
them police chief Kale Kayihura, chief 
of defence Aronda Nyakirima and 
Museveni’s brother Salim Saleh – con-
demned Tinyefuza’s memo.

But Elly Tumwine, the most senior 
military figure in the country after Mu-
seveni himself, broke ranks by saying 
there should be no rush to condemn Ti-

nyefuza and that he should be allowed 
to tell his side of the story. Tumwine 
was joined by Greg Mugisha-Muntu, 
another general and former army com-
mander.

“This is a matter of national security 
concern,” Okurut added.

The radio stations KFM and Dembe 
FM, both owned like the Monitor by the 
Nation Media Group and based in the 
same building, were also caught up in 
the raid.

“The police have refused to vacate 
our premises and to allow us to carry on 
with our work,” the Red Pepper’s chief 
executive officer Richard Tumusiime 
said in statement.

“This is a classic case of economic 
sabotage,” he added, accusing the gov-
ernment of wanting to shut the paper 
for good.

The closure of the two papers 
means that the only major news- 
paper being published is the govern-
ment-owned New Vision. – AFP

A protester outside the Daily Monitor 
newspaper in Kampala after police 
shut it down on May 20. Photo: AFP

Police raids silence Uganda’s private sector dailies
‘The police is 
working within  
the parameters  
of the law.’

Mary Karooro Okurut 
Information minister

THE Lord’s Resistance Army has 
killed more than 100,000 people 
during a reign of terror in central 
Africa during the past 25 years, 
United Nations secretary-general 
Ban Ki-moon said on May 20.

The guerrilla group led by Jo-
seph Kony, whose global notoriety 
was increased by the Invisible Chil-
dren internet video, is also blamed 
for the abduction of between 60,000 
and 100,000 children and the dis-
placement of 2.5 million people.

Ban said in a report on Central 
Africa that the office of High Com-
missioner for Human Rights Navi 
Pillay had researched the death toll 
as part of a study on the impact of 
the LRA since 1987, which is due out 
soon.

“The report finds that the LRA is 
responsible for more than 100,000 
deaths and that between 60,000 
and 100,000 children are believed 
to have been abducted” by the LRA, 
said Ban.

Kony, a former church altar boy, 
originally launched an uprising 
against the Ugandan government 
in the 1980s. His group has since 
staged attacks in several countries.

He is wanted by the Internation-
al Criminal Court for war crimes 
and is believed to be hiding in jun-
gles on the border between Sudan, 
South Sudan, Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Central African Re-
public. But conflict in the region 
has brought an international hunt 
for Kony to a near standstill.

While the intensity of the guer-
rilla attacks has eased, Ban said 
“suspected LRA attacks continued 
to be reported in remote border ar-
eas” of Central African Republic and 
DR Congo.

His report said the LRA was 
blamed in 2012 for about 212 attacks 
that left 45 dead. 

More suspected attacks had been 
reported in 2013, with additional 
casualties and abductions, but the 
report did not give a figure.

The Kony2012 internet video 
produced by the Invisible Children 
activist group has been viewed al-
most 100 million times since March 
last year. – AFP

Kony’s LRA
has killed
more than 
100,000: Ban

2.5
Number of people in millions believed 
to have been displaced by the Lord’s 

Resistance Army
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THE world is unprepared 
for a massive virus outbreak, 
the deputy chief of the World 
Health Organisation warned on 
May 21, amid fears that H7N9 
bird flu striking China could 
morph into a form that spreads 
easily among people.

Keiji Fukuda told delegates 
at a WHO meeting that despite 
efforts since an outbreak of an-
other form of avian influenza, 
H1N1, in 2009-10, far more 
contingency planning was 
essential.

“Even though work has been 
done since that time, the world 
is not ready for a large, severe 
outbreak,” Fukuda said.

Rapid-reaction systems 
were crucial, given that health 

authorities’ efforts are already 
hampered by lack of knowl-
edge about such diseases, he 
insisted.

“When people get hit with 
an emerging disease, you can’t 
just go to a book and know 
what to do,” he said.

Official data current to May 
21 shows that H7N9 avian in-
fluenza has infected 130 people 
in China and killed 35, since it 
was found in humans for the 
first time in March.

It is one of a vast array of 
flu viruses carried by birds, 
the overwhelming majority of 
which pose little or no risk to 
humans.

Experts are struggling to 
understand how it spread to 

people, amid fears that it could 
adapt into a form that can be 
transmitted easily from human 
to human.

“Any new influenza virus 
that infects humans has the 
potential to become a global 

health threat,” WHO chief Mar-
garet Chan told the meeting.

“This is a puzzling virus, 
surrounded by mystery,” she 
added.

China’s swift reaction to 
the outbreak, including shut-
ting down poultry markets, has 
been widely praised.

Critics found fault with its 
handling of Severe Acute Re-
spiratory Syndrome – which 
triggered a global scare in 2003 
when it erupted in east Asia, 
leaping to humans from animal 
hosts and eventually killing 
about 800 people.

“After the SARS virus experi-
ence 10 years ago, the Chinese 
government invested heav-
ily to upgrade capacity. We are 

reaping the benefit of that in-
vestment today,” said Chan.

China is considered one of 
the countries at greater risk 
from bird flu because it is a top 
global poultry producer and 
many chickens in rural areas 
are kept close to humans.

The number of forms of 
flu is vast, given that the virus 
combines two proteins: one 
of 17 types of haemagglutinin, 
which provides the H, and any 
of 10 kinds of neuraminidase, 
which gives the N.

The more common strain of 
avian flu, H5N1, has killed more 
than 360 people globally since 
2003, show WHO figures.

Fukuda noted that the far 
deadlier H7N9 struck in China 

at about the same time as fears 
mounted elsewhere over the 
SARS-like novel coronavirus, of 
which there have been 40 labo-
ratory confirmed cases, includ-
ing 20 deaths.

While the virus has been 
deadliest in Saudi Arabia, 
which now counts 30 infec-
tions, half of them fatal, cases 
have also been reported in Jor-
dan, Qatar, Germany, Britain 
and France.

Fukuda said that novel coro-
navirus was “more complex” to 
deal with than H7N9.

“We do not know which one 
is going to evolve and gain the 
characteristics that we don’t 
want it to gain,” he added. 

– AFP

IN PICTURES
Britain’s Prince Harry (right) and his brother Prince William, the Duke 
of Cambridge, during a visit to Tedworth House, a recovery centre run 
by the Help for Heroes charity that provides care and support to injured 
military personnel, in Tidworth, southern England on May 20. Tedworth 
House is the first of four such centres that Help for Heroes plans to open 
in Britain. Photo: AFP

MUSLIM  religious leaders 
from throughout the globe 
met Holocaust survivors and 
their saviours in an emotional 
encounter on May 21 at War-
saw’s synagogue, as part of an 
anti-genocide program that 
includes a visit to Auschwitz.

“Today, we’ve met real 
people who suffered the Ho-
locaust and the heroes that 
saved them at the risk of 
losing their lives,” a visibly 
moved Imam Mohamed Mag-
id, President of the Islamic 
Society of North America, told 
AFP at the event.

Once Europe’s Jewish heart-
land, Poland saw 90 percent 
of its 3.3 million pre-war Jews 
wiped out under Nazi German 
occupation between 1939-45.

“The dead corpses of 
children everywhere in the 
streets of the ghetto – I’ll 
never forget that,” Marian 
Kalwary, 83, a Polish Jew who 
as a child was rescued from 
the notorious Warsaw ghetto, 
told the visiting imams, some 
of whom wept.

Out of a total 24,811 people 
honoured for saving Jews 
from Nazi genocide by the 
Israel-based Yad Vashem Ho-
locaust memorial, nearly 6400 
are Poles – the most from any 
single nationality.

Tadeusz Stankiewicz, 83, is 
one of them.

At just 11 years of age, he 
risked execution to help save 
a Jewish friend he identified 
as Shloma “Jan” Szmulewicz, 
who died in 2007.

“You have a heart, right? So 
when someone tries to harm 
or kill your friend, you use 
it – what else can you do as 
a human being?” he told AFP, 
speaking at the synagogue.

The Muslim religious lead-
ers from such countries as 
Bosnia, India, Indonesia, Jor-
dan, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, 

Turkey and the United States 
were due to visit Auschwitz 
on May 22.

More than one million 
people, mostly European 
Jews, perished at Auschwitz-
Birkenau, operated by Nazi 
Germany in occupied Poland 
from 1940 until it was liber-
ated by the Soviet Red Army 
in 1945.

“I understand the suffering 
of the Jews in the last century 
and I pray that both Jews and 
Palestinians do not suffer,” 
Palestinian Imam Barakat 
Hasan from Ramallah said.

“Unfortunately, now we 
see in the world the lesson of 
the Holocaust has not been 
learnt. We see this in Gaza, 
in Palestine, and now in Syr-
ia. We’re all human, respect 
that,” he added.  – AFP

WARSAW

GENEVA

MOSCOW

Tears flow at meeting of 
imams, Holocaust survivors

World not ready for big flu outbreak: WHO

‘We’re all human, respect that.’
Palestinian Imam Barakat Hasan

AN American diplomat ac-
cused by the Russians of be-
ing a CIA spy after they caught 
him allegedly trying to recruit 
agents left the country on 
May 19, Russian television 
reported.

Ryan Fogle flew out of 
Moscow, Russia’s NTV state 
television channel said, broad-
casting pictures showing him 
at Sheremetyevo International 
Airport.

Russia announced on May 
14 that it had caught Fogle as 
he prepared to recruit a mem-
ber of the Russian security 
forces.

Russian television broad-
cast images of Fogle wearing 
a blond wig when he was de-
tained. It also displayed an 
array of spying equipment, in-
cluding a compass and an old-
fashioned mobile phone.

Russia’s foreign ministry 
declared Fogle persona non 
grata on May 15 and called 
for him to leave the country as 
soon as possible. – AFP

Wig-wearing
US diplomat
heads home

‘This is a 
puzzling virus, 
surrounded by 
mystery.’

Margaret Chan 
WHO director-general

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that DAIICHI SANKYO 
COMPANY, LIMITED a joint stock company duly 
organized under the laws of Japan, Manufacturers 
and Merchants of 3-5-1, Nihonbashi Honcho, Chuo-
ku, Tokyo 103-8426, Japan is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademarks:

(Reg: No. IV/1583/2010)
The above two trademarks are in respect of :- 
“Chemicals, adhesives (not for stationery or household 
purposes), plant growth regulating preparations, fertilizers, 
ceramic glazings, higher fatty acids, actinium, americium, 
antimony, ytterbium, yttrium, uranium, erbium, gadolinium, 
gallium, californium, curium, samarium, dysprosium, 
silicon, mercury, scandium, strontium, cerium, selenium, 
bismuth, thallium, thulium, technetium, terbium, 
tellurium, thorium, neodymium, neptunium, berkelium, 
barium, fermium, praseodymium, francium, plutonium, 
protactinium, promethium, holmium, europium, radium 
for scientific purposes, lanthanum, lithium, rubidium, 
rhenium, sulphur (non-metallic mineral), foundry sand, 
kaolin, talc, rock salt, diatomaceous earth, barytes (barite, 
heavy spar, saltpeter (salpetre), dolomite for industrial 
purposes, bentonite, bauxite, magnesite, photographic 
developers, photographic emulsions, photographic paper, 
photographic sensitizers, blue print paper, flashlight 
preparations, fixing photographic, chemical test paper, 
artificial sweeteners, flour and starch for industrial 
purposes, unprocessed plastics, paper pulp, wood pulp. 
“ - Class: 1
“Pharmaceutical, veterinary and sanitary preparations, 
preparations for destroying vermin, fungicides, herbicides; 
oiled paper for medical purposes, pharmaceutical wafer, 
gauze for dressings, empty capsules for pharmaceuticals, eye 
patches for medical purposes, ear bandages, menstruation 
bandages, menstruation tampons, sanitary napkins, 
sanitary panties, absorbent cotton, adhesive plasters, 
bandages for dressings, collodion for pharmaceutical 
purposes, breast-nursing pads, dental impression materials, 
dental cements, dental abrasives, dental mastics, bracelets 
for medical purposes, incontinence diapers, fly catching 
paper, mothproofing paper, lactose, powdered milk for 
babies, semen for artificial insemination.”- Class: 5

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said 
trademarks or other infringements whatsoever will be dealt 
with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates 
for DAIICHI SANKYO COMPANY, LIMITED
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                         Dated:  27th May, 2013

(Reg: No. IV/1584/2010)





TRADE MARK CAUTION
Hawley & Hazel ( BVI) Co., Ltd. a company organized 
and existing under the laws of British Virgin Islands, 
of P.O. Box 71, Craigmuir Chambers, Road Town, 
Tortola, British Virgin Islands is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademark: -

( Reg: Nos. IV/2984/1998 & IV/13429/2012 )
The said trademark consists of a label having as its 
dominant feature the word DARKIE, the device of 
a man in hat, the Chinese characters “HAK YAN” 
meaning black man and the words “HAWLEY & 
HAZEL CHEMICAL WORKS” 
On (date of assignment) 29th May, 1998, HAWLEY 
& HAZEL CHEMICAL CO., (HK) LTD. (the former 
owner) assigned all rights, title and interest in and to the 
trademark to HAWLEY & HAZEL (BVI) CO., LTD. 
The said trademark is used in respect of “Tooth paste 
and all other toilet preparations” 
WARNING is hereby given that any fraudulent 
imitation, unauthorized or improper uses of the said 
trademark or other infringement of the rights of 
HAWLEY & HAZEL (BVI) CO., LTD. in any manner 
whatsoever will be dealt with according to law. 

U Kyi Win Associates
for Hawley & Hazel ( BVI) Co., Ltd.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon. 
Phone:  372416                         Dated: 27th May, 2013
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A PAKISTANI court on May 22 refused 
bail to former military leader Pervez 
Musharraf over the detention of judg-
es during his 1999-2008 rule, the state 
prosecutor said.

The ruling came two days after a 
court granted bail to Musharraf, 69, 
over the murder of former prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto, who was killed in 
a gun and bomb attack in 2007.

The retired general has been de-
tained in his farmhouse on the edge of 
the capital Islamabad since April 19 on 
charges of conspiracy to murder Bhut-
to and over the judges’ detention case.

“Judge of the anti-terrorism court 
rejected Pervez Musharraf ’s bail ap-
plication after listening to defence and 
prosecution,” said public prosecutor 
Aamir Nadeem, adding that Mushar-
raf can appeal to the high court.

Court official Mohammad Aslam 
Joya confirmed bail was refused in the 
case, which relates to the sacking and 
detention of judges when Musharraf 
imposed emergency rule in 2007.

                                               – AFP

Bail refused
for Musharraf
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FIERCE competition for water 
could trigger conflict unless na-
tions cooperate to share the dimin-
ishing resource, leaders from Asia-
Pacific nations warned on May 20.

From Central to Southeast Asia, 
regional efforts to secure water 
have sparked tensions between 
neighbours reliant on rivers to sus-
tain booming populations.

Breakneck urbanisation, cli-
mate change and surging demand 
from agriculture have heaped 
pressure on scarce water supplies, 
while most people in Asia-Pacific 
still lack access to safe water de-
spite strong economic growth.

“There could be a fight over re-
sources,” Thailand’s Prime Minis-
ter Yingluck Shinawatra cautioned 
in an address to the Asia-Pacific 
Water Summit in the northern 
Thai city of Chiang Mai.

“No country in this region can 
handle these challenges alone,” she 
told the forum.

A Thai firm is behind a con-
troversial dam over the Mekong 

river in Laos, a project decried by 
downstream countries Vietnam 
and Cambodia which fear it could 
ruin their farming and fishing in-
dustries.

Delegates on May 20 adopted 
a sweeping “Chiang Mai declara-
tion” pledging to build regional re-
silience to natural disasters, share 
technical skill on management of 
water resources and push water 
security to the top of the agenda.

Asian nations need to spend an 

estimated US$380 billion on water 
and sanitation systems in the dec-
ade to 2020 if they are to achieve 
water security, Brunei Sultan Has-
sanal Bolkiah warned the forum.

The “vital undertaking” comes 
against a backdrop of competition 
that “could lead to international 
disputes”, he cautioned.

Bangladeshi Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina cited a water-sharing 
treaty between her nation and India 
over the Ganges river as an example 
of successful water diplomacy.

“Only judicious management of 
access to water resources” will pre-
vent conflict, she said, adding that 
low-lying Bangladesh has about 30 
million people exposed to rising 
sea levels.

The Asian Development Bank 
last month warned that nearly 
two-thirds of people in Asia-Pacific 
have no clean, piped water at home 
despite the region’s strong growth, 
blaming poor management and 
a lack of investment in 
infrastructure. – AFP

Summit told of water wars risk
US$ BILLION 

380
The estimated amount that Asian 
nations need to spend by 2020 to 

achieve water security THE Indian and Chinese premiers 
pledged last week  to resolve a border 
dispute that has soured ties for dec-
ades, saying good relations between 
the two Asian giants were key to world 
peace.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, mak-
ing his first foreign visit since taking 
office, said on May 20 that Beijing was 
determined to build trust with New 
Delhi as he and a team of ministers 
signed a series of joint agreements 
with India.

His host, Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh, also stressed he re-
garded a good bilateral relationship as 
crucial to the wider region’s develop-
ment.

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his Chinese counterpart, Li Keqiang (left), ahead of their meeting in New Delhi on May 
20. Li was on his first foreign visit since becoming premier. Photo: AFP

Asian giants pledge to end border row

Dhaka
Building’s owner blamed
for horrific collapse 
THE head of an official inquiry 
into the deadly collapse of a 
Bangladesh factory complex 
said on May 22 the building’s 
owner was the “main culprit” 
for the disaster because he 
violated construction codes.

The cave-in of the nine-
storey Rana Plaza outside the 
capital killed 1127 in the coun-
try’s worst industrial disaster.

“He (owner Sohel Rana) is 
the main culprit,” said Main 
Uddin Khandaker, head of the 
government-appointed probe 
into the April 24 tragedy.

“He became rich with black 
money and started defying all 
laws and regulations. He is 
the by-product of our rotten 
politics and represents the 
decadent part of our society. 
He was a terror personified.”

Khandaker said the panel 
has asked the government to 

prosecute Rana for “culpable 
homicide” which carries a 
maximum life prison term.

Seoul
Pyongyang test fires
short-range missiles
NORTH Korea fired a sixth 
short-range missile in three 
days into the Sea of Japan 
on May 20, defying warnings 
from UN chief Ban Ki-moon 
and South Korea.

The latest firing was con-
firmed by the South’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who said it was 
unclear if the North was testing 
guided missiles or rockets 
from multiple launchers.
In a statement on May 20, 
Pyongyang angrily rejected 
criticism that the missile 
exercises were a deliber-
ate attempt to create a fresh 
cycle of tensions.

South Korea had labelled 
tests on May 18 and 19 as 
“deplorable”, while UN chief 
Ban Ki-moon urged Pyong-
yang to exercise restraint.

Kathmandu
Japanese octogenarian
reclaims Everest record
AN 80-year-old Japanese 
climber reached the summit 
of Mount Everest on May 23, 
becoming the oldest person 
to scale the world’s highest 
mountain, his website and a 
Nepalese official said.

Yuichiro Miura and his 
party arrived at the summit 
about 9am local time, said the 
website.

“I feel like the happiest per-
son in the world,” Miura said. 

“I have never felt like this in 
my life. But I’ve never been 
more exhausted than this.”

It was his third conquest of 
the 8848-metre (29,028-foot) 
peak and the feat enabled 
him to reclaim the record 
he previously held for being 
the oldest person to climb 
Everest.

He previously reached 
the summit when he was 70 
and 75. His 2003 record was 
broken in 2007 when fellow 
Japanese Katsusuke Yanagi-
sawa scaled the summit when 
he was 71.

Hong Kong
Cheering crowd welcomes
the return of the duck
HONG Kong on May 21 joyfully 
welcomed the return of a 
giant inflatable rubber duck, 
which drew tens of thou-
sands of visitors before it was 
abruptly deflated for mainte-
nance for almost a week.

Hundreds packed the wa-
terfront and greeted the duck 
with cheers.

The southern Chinese city 
has taken the 16.5-metre-tall 
(54-foot) yellow inflatable 
duck, conceived by Dutch 
artist Florentijn Hofman, to 
its heart since it was towed 
into the harbour on May 2 to 
cheering crowds.

Hofman said he hopes the 
duck, which is due to stay in 
Hong Kong until June 9, will 
act as a “catalyst” to connect 
people to public art.

Since 2007 the duck has 
travelled to 13 cities in nine 
countries. – AFP

BRIEFS

THE UN refugee agency took Austral-
ia to task on May 22 over a tough new 
policy that allows boat people who 
reach its mainland to be sent to re-
mote Nauru or Papua New Guinea for 
detention while their asylum claims 
are processed.

The so-called “excision” rules, 
passed the previous week, extend 
legislation which only allowed the 
authorities to send boat people for 
detention in the Pacific nations if 

they reached Australian offshore 
territories.

The office of the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees said that the 
move fell foul of the 1951 internation-
al treaty covering handling of asylum.

“UNHCR’s position has always 
been for all asylum seekers arriving 
into Australian territory, by whatever 
means, and wherever, to be given 
access to a full and efficient refu-
gee status determination process in 

Australia. This would be...in line 
with international refugee law,” said 
Volker Turk, its head of international 
protection.

UNHCR said that it had found “se-
rious shortcomings” at asylum cen-
tres in Nauru and Papua New Guinea, 
including processing delays.

The agency said it was imperative 
that the more than 18,000 asylum 
seekers who have arrived by boat to 
Australia since August 13 last year be 

provided with a fair and effective asy-
lum procedure.

Australia argued that the change 
was needed to remove any advantage 
gained by asylum seekers who arrive 
on the mainland, where boat people 
increasingly have been heading to 
avoid detention. 

Most boats land at or are inter-
cepted near the remote Australian 
Indian Ocean territories of Christmas 
Island or the Cocos Islands. – AFP

UN criticises Canberra’s new boat people policy

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that Aspen Global Incorporated 
a company organized under the laws of Mauritius and 
having its principal office at c/o Kross Border Trust 
Services Limited, St Louis Business Centre Cnr Desroches 
& St Louis Streets Port Louis Mauritius is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following trademark:-

VALOID
(Reg: Nos. IV/16722/1989 & IV/3343/2013)

in respect of: - “Anti-nausea product.” - Class:5	

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the 
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will 
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for Aspen Global Incorporated
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 27th May, 2013
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THE Philippines vowed on May 23 
to “defend what is ours” as part 
of a stand-off over a Chinese war-
ship circling a South China Sea 
reef which is occupied by Filipino 
marines.

The Philippines had earlier last 
week protested against the “pro-
vocative and illegal presence” of 
the warship near Second Thomas 
Shoal, but China brushed off the 
complaint with an insistence that 
the area was part of its territory.

Philippine foreign department 
spokesman Raul Hernandez said on 
May 23 the warship, along with two 
patrol vessels and a fleet of Chinese 
fishing boats, remained near the 
shoal.

“They should not be there. They 
do not have the right to be there... 
no one should doubt the resolve of 
the Filipino people to defend what 
is ours in that area,” Hernandez said 
in a text message to AFP.

“Our navy and our coastguard 
are mandated to enforce the laws of 
the [Philippine] republic.”

China claims nearly all of the 
South China Sea, even waters far 
away from its main landmass and 

near the coasts of Southeast Asian 
countries.

The Philippines, Vietnam, Ma-
laysia, Brunei and Taiwan also 
claim parts of the sea, and the area 
has for decades been regarded as a 
potential trigger for major military 
conflict in the region.

Second Thomas Shoal is a tiny 

group of islets and reefs in the 
Spratly Islands chain, about 200 
kilometres (120 miles) northwest 
of the Philippine island of Palawan, 
the nearest major landmass.

All claimants, except Brunei, 
have troops stationed on various 

islands and atolls in the Spratlys to 
assert their claims.

Second Thomas Shoal is guarded 
by a handful of Philippine marines 
aboard a World War II-era ship that 
was deliberately grounded there in 
the late 1990s to serve as a base.

It is about 41 kilometres (25 
miles) east of Mischief Reef, a 
Philippine-claimed outcrop that 
China occupied in 1995.

Second Thomas Shoal and Mis-
chief Reef are within the Philippines’ 
internationally recognised exclusive 
economic zone, and surrounding 
waters are rich fishing grounds.

Last year China took control of 
Scarborough Shoal, another boun-
tiful fishing area far closer to Fili-
pino landmass than Chinese, after 
a similar stand-off ended with the 
Philippines retreating.

China’s announced defence 
budget of US$115 billion this year 
is nearly 100 times more than the 
Philippines’.

Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino last week announced a 
planned $1.8-billion military up-
grade to defend the country’s mari-
time territory against “bullies”. – AFP
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Philippines warns
China over warship

‘They should not be 
there. They do not 
have the right to be 
there.’

Raul Hernandez 
Philippine government spokesman

Tensions flare again in the South China Sea, this time over a reef occupied by 
Filipino marines that Beijing says is part of its territory

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and his Chinese counterpart, Li Keqiang (left), ahead of their meeting in New Delhi on May 
20. Li was on his first foreign visit since becoming premier. Photo: AFP

Asian giants pledge to end border row

Li’s visit comes after a flare-up in 
April in a long-running border dispute 
between the two countries in a remote 
Himalayan region.

New Delhi accused Chinese troops 
of intruding nearly 20 kilometres (12 
miles) into Indian-claimed territory, 
triggering a three-week standoff that 
was resolved when troops from both 
sides pulled back.

The Line of Actual Control be-
tween the nuclear-armed neighbours 
has never been formally demarcated, 
although they have signed accords to 
maintain peace since the brief Indo-
Chinese war in 1962.

Singh said there was a mutual de-
sire to resolve the dispute and that a 
joint working group would be estab-
lished to reach a lasting agreement.

“We agreed that our special rep-
resentatives will meet soon to con-
tinue discussions seeking an early 
agreement on a framework for a fair, 

reasonable and mutually acceptable 
boundary settlement,” Singh said after 
talks with Li.

“Peace and tranquility on our bor-
der has to be preserved,” the Indian 
leader added at a joint news confer-
ence in New Delhi.

Li said the border dispute was a 
historical hangover and that there was 
a desire on both sides to overcome it.

“We have established the principles 
for settling the question,” Li said.

“Both sides believe we need to im-
prove the border mechanisms that 
have been put into place and make 
them more efficient ... and appropri-
ately resolve our differences.

“The two sides should continue 
to advance the negotiations on the 
boundary question and jointly main-
tain peace and tranquility in the bor-
der area,” he added.

Speaking earlier, Li had said that 
good relations between India and Chi-
na would “be a true blessing for Asia 
and the world”.

“World peace ... cannot be a reality 
without strategic trust between India 
and China,” he added.

There was also an agreement to re-
solve a dispute over a Chinese plan to 
build three more hydropower dams on 
the cross-border Brahmaputra river, 
known in China as the Yarlung Tsang-
po. Singh said he had raised Indian 
concerns about the Chinese activities 
“on the upper reaches of our shared 
rivers”. – AFP

‘Peace and 
tranquility on our 
border has to be 
preserved.’

Manmohan Singh 
Indian Prime Minister

Manila wrong on fishing boat, says Taiwan
TAIWAN on May 21 released a satel-
lite record of the route of a fishing 
boat fired on by Philippine coast-
guards, flatly rejecting Manila’s al-
legations that the boat intruded into 
Philippine waters.

The killing of crew member Hung 
Shih-cheng, 65, sparked outrage in 
Taiwan, which has announced a se-
ries of economic sanctions against 
the Philippines.

Taiwan’s Fisheries Agency said 
the voyage data recorder from the 
fishing boat showed it was not in 
Philippine waters when it came un-
der fire on May 9.

“The satellite records indicated 
that the Guang Ta Hsin 28 had been 
fishing within Taiwan’s exclusive 

economic zone throughout,” the 
agency’s deputy chief Tsay Tzu-yaw 
told AFP.

The economic zones claimed by 
each country overlap.

“Since the Philippine authorities 
repeatedly alleged that the fishing 
boat had intruded into their waters, 
then why not make public the video 
records they claim they have taken 
from the coastguard boat?” Tsay said.

The Philippines said on May 
20 it would make “coordinated ef-
forts” with Taiwan to look into the 
incident.

Its coastguards claimed that the 
fishing boat intruded into Philippine 
waters and tried to ram their vessel, 
forcing them to open fire.

Taiwan’s President Ma Ying-jeou 
has termed the killing “cold-blooded 
murder” based on an initial inquiry 
by Taiwan, which showed that the 
boat had more than 50 bullet holes 
and showed no signs of ramming.

Philippine Justice Secretary Leila 
de Lima said on May 20 a National 
Bureau of Investigation team would 
fly to Taiwan to examine the fishing 
boat and interview survivors.

De Lima said the Taiwanese in-
vestigators would be given access to 
their evidence, including statements 
from the coastguard.

Philippine President Benigno 
Aquino has personally apologised 
for the incident but Taiwan has re-
jected his apology. – AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

NOTICE is hereby given that WARNACO U.S., INC. 
of 470 Wheelers Farms Road, Milford, Connecticut 
06460, United States of America, is the Owner and Sole 
Proprietor of the following trademark: -

WARNACO
(Reg: No. IV/460/2003)

in respect of: 
“Headgear, footwear and clothing”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the 
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will 
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for WARNACO U.S., INC.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated: 27th May, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that NOVA BRANDS S.A. 
a company organized under the laws of Luxembourg 
and having its principal office at 14A, rue des Bains, 
L-1212 Luxembourg is the owner and sole proprietor 
of the following trademark:-

NOVALAC
(Reg: No. IV/2824/2013)

in respect of :-
“Food for babies; infant milk; food supplements for 
medical use; dietetic substances adapted for medical 
use; dietetic beverages adapted for medical use.” 

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the 
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will 
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for NOVA BRANDS S.A.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                         Dated: 27th May, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that NOVA BRANDS S.A. 
a company organized under the laws of Luxembourg 
and having its principal office at 14A, rue des Bains, 
L-1212 Luxembourg is the owner and sole proprietor 
of the following trademark:-

NOVAMIL
(Reg: No. IV/2825/2013)

in respect of :-
“Food for babies; infant milk; food supplements for 
medical use; dietetic substances adapted for medical 
use; dietetic beverages adapted for medical use.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the 
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will 
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates
for NOVA BRANDS S.A.
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416                         Dated: 27th May, 2013



      Music matinee   breathes life into 
death  metal													underground
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T HE sun might have been 
shining down on Yangon 
at noon on May 17, but 
inside the NASA disco 
club in Mingalar Market, 

it was all about air-conditioned dark-
ness and musical mayhem. 

Despite the oddity of scheduling 
a concert for midday on a Friday, a 
decent-sized crowd of young music 
fans had gathered for the “We Are the 
Legend” metal and hardcore festival.

About 10 bands participated in 
the concert, including We Are the 
Waste, Take My Last Breath, Suicide 
Plan, Darkest Tears from My Heart, 
Last Will, Tagadoom, Last Days of 
Beethoven and Fever 109.  

NASA was on the fourth floor of 
the market, and everyone had to run 
the gantlet of heavy security before 

piling into the elevator for the rocket 
ride up to the club.

Stepping out of the elevator was 
like setting foot on another planet: 
The darkness of the club was punctu-
ated by brightly flashing lights, and 
many of the music fans were wearing 
black T-shirts emblazoned with the 
names of obscure foreign metal bands 
like Sepultura, Burzum or Cannibal 
Corpse.  

Calm at first, the fans broke into 
a frenzy when the first band, We Are 
the Waste, took the stage. Ears were 
assaulted with the thunder of the 
drummer’s double-bass pedal, the 
guitarists’ white-noise riffs and vocals 
that sounded like the Cookie Monster 
caught in a bear trap baited with stale 
Double Stuff Oreos.

Although the security guards – 
more accustomed to dealing with 
nocturnal disco queens – appeared 
quite nervous in the midst of the 
metal matinee, the fans were clearly 
thrilled with the event: Death metal 
shows are a rarity in Yangon, having 
fallen into obscurity since the heyday 
of the “Woodstock” series in 2008 and 

2009. 
Lone Lone, the vocalist of Suicide 

Plan, said the concert was organised 
by the bands themselves, using their 
own money.  

“We wanted to reconnect with 
the fans of metal music and let them 
know about our band, and let them 
know that we’re still making music 
and we will never stop,” Lone Lone 
told The Myanmar Times immedi-
ately after the show.

“I’m really satisfied with today’s 
concert, and the response from the 
audience was good enough to con-
vince me to keep doing this music. 
We’ll try to organise this kind of con-
cert once every two or three months, 
and our band will also try to produce 
our own album.”

Vocalist Aung Zaw Myat from Last 
Days of Beethoven was also happy 
with the show.

“We need to hold more metal con-
certs in Yangon. Underground music 
is not very popular in Myanmar and 
most people still didn’t know much 
about it. We had an awesome time 
playing at this show, and we want to 
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lwinmarhtun.mcm@gmail.com

'We wanted to reconnect with the fans of 
metal music and let them know about our 
band, and let them know that we’re still 
making music and we will never stop.'

Lone Lone
Vocalist for Suicide Plan
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say thanks to our fans who came to 
see us,” he said.

“It seems like there were a lot of 
new fans at the concert, and that’s a 
hopeful sign for us.”

Even though the bands poured 
their sweat and blood into their 
performances, some of the musi-
cians complained that their poor 
equipment resulted in inferior sound 
quality. 

“Some of our sound equipment 
isn’t up to standard for performing 
onstage, so it was hard for the audi-
ence to hear the songs properly,” Lone 
Lone said. “We’re still a long way from 
being able to organise a great concert, 
but none of our fans complained at 
all, so we thank them for that.”

Darkest Tears from My Heart sing-
er Moe Lone added, “Since the bands 
organised the concert ourselves, we 
didn’t have a lot of money to spend 
and couldn’t afford very good sound 
equipment. But I promise my fans 
that we’ll do better next time.”

As the show went on, each band’s 
imminent appearance onstage was 
announced by a vinyl sign with their 

name on it, which was posted on the 
wall behind the drummer.

The fifth band, Suicide Plan, 
earned a particularly raucous re-
sponse from audience members, who 
slammed and moshed just like little 
head-bangers should.

Darkest Tears from My Heart also 
proved to be an audience favourite, 
but the biggest cheers were reserved 
for Fever 109. As they took the stage, 
fans chanted “Fever! Fever!” in antici-
pation of the sonic bedlam to come. 

The band members all put tremen-
dous energy into playing their music. 
They stood right up against the front 
edge of the stage, their sweat practi-
cally mingling with that of their fans.

Audience members jumped up 
and down, and sang along to every 
song. Nothing, not even the befuddled 
scowling of the security guards, could 
stop their enjoyment of the concert.  

“We only started planning this 
concert last month, and we didn’t 
have much time to prepare. Our only 
advertising was on Facebook and on a 
few flyers, but the response from fans 
was very good,” said Moe Lone. 
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“UP until five years ago, the vast 
majority of women in Myanmar 
weren’t interested in anything 
more than basic colour cosmet-
ics and thanaka,” said Daw Khine 
Cindy Soe, who has 12 years of 
experience in the beauty industry. 

She now heads the California 
Skin Spa in Golden Valley, which 
launched its range of high-
end skin treatments by the US 
company Dermalogica on May 
1 – the likes of which are used by 
A-listers Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Victoria Beckham and Georgia 
May Jagger.

Needless to say, treatments 
don’t come cheap – expect to 
pay about K70,000 for an hour’s 
massage or facial (which is in line 
with Dermalogica’s prices around 
the world). Cindy said she feels 
confident that Myanmar has the 
clientele for a luxury skincare 
service: Over the next few months, 
Dermalogica will open clinics in 
other parts of Yangon, as well as 
Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay.

As well as the influx of expats 
in Yangon, Cindy said that a 
noticeable number of Myanmar 
women are now concerned about 
the effects of ageing, pigmenta-
tion caused by overexposure to 
the sun and increased oiliness 
and acne from the country’s hu-
mid climate.

A Dermalogica facial deploys 
an impressive variety of pleasantly 
scented products and – to me at 
least – mysterious implements (in-
cluding a sort of Egyptian mummy-
styled damp plaster cloth and an 
electronic exfoliating brush).

With background music fusing 
birdsong and classical sounds, it 
started to feel as though a sym-
phony was playing on my face. My 
skin was undoubtedly brighter as 
a result, but I baulked at purchas-
ing a moisturiser that cost more 
than US$150 and instead opted 
for one a third of the price, though 
without the former’s ability to 
even out sun spots or provide SPF 
protection. The clinic’s “skin bar” 
sells Dermologica’s full range of 
products – 150 in total. Expect to 
be taken there after a treatment.

The foot reflexology treatment 
is promoted as a form of detox, or 
to ease stress, prevent migraines 
and improve blood circulation. 
While it’s impossible to know how 
effective this is, there’s no denying 
that it felt really, really good. And 
that should count for something.

– Jessica Mudditt

California Skin Spa is located at 
32B Inya Myaing Road, Bahan 
Township, Yangon.

Cleanse like 
(Georgia May) 
Jagger

Photography
101

THE 42nd round of the Myanmar 
Photography Society’s annual 
photography training course will run 
from June 3 to August 14, although 
this year’s intake has been reduced 
to just 75 places from the usual 100.

The society's president, U Phay 
Myint OO, said while the course 
offered basic training, further 
progress in photography depends 
on the efforts and ability of each 
student. 

“The most important thing is that 
they are able to meet with people 
who share the same interests, and 
that they get the chance to take 
photos,” he said. 

Applications for the course be 
available from May 27 at No. 27/29, 
35 Street (Lower Block). The cost is 
K100,000.  – Nuam Bawi

Solid beats
pump up the night
at Jam It!

Rockers want peaceful concert

A ROCK concert will be held at Peo-
ple’s Square in Yangon on May 29 to 
mark the 10th anniversary of Nine 
Planets Entertainment.

The event will feature bands 
that are produced by Nine Planets, 
including Big Bag, Wanted, Idiots, 
Reason, Drive and Fever 109.

“On that day, our rock family 
will perform together. Normally, it’s 
very difficult to arrange for all of 
our bands to perform on the same 
stage,” Gai Chote, general manager 
of Nine Planets Entertainment, said 
at a press conference at Royal Rose 
Restaurant in Yangon on May 16.

“We will also have a lucky draw 
at the show to give away three 
Yamaha guitars for our fans who 
have supported us from the begin-
ning,” he added. 

Fokker, vocalist of Wanted, 
said at the press conference that 
fans would have something new 
to look forward to when his band 
performs. 

“Our album was released three 
years ago, and since then we have 

performed the same songs at our 
concerts. So at the upcoming show 
we will debut two new songs from 
our next album,” he said.

Idiots vocalist Raymond also 
made a special request at the press 
conference: “I want to say one thing 
to our fans. Please don’t fight at the 
concert.”

Tickets cost K6000 (minus a 
K.01 rebate), and concert will start 
at 6pm.
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The infamous G-Tone raps some groovy tunes (above) and Side Effect performing at Jam It!. Photo: Greg Holland

A 
PUMPED-UP crowd 
descended on Eucalypt 
Bar on May 18 for a free 
concert organised by 
RAD Productions. Spirits 

were high and the concert goers 
were held captivated all night long 
with a wide variety of genres and 
sounds.

Romantic and General Tiger 
Gun set the pace for the 

evening with energetic sets of punk 
and garage rock at breakneck speed. 
Next up saw Mandalay’s Skunx take 
the stage with their hip-hop-in-
spired breed of fist-pumping hard-
core. Skunx brought the crowd alive 
with their captivating performance, 
inspiring the onlookers to get down 
to the front and participate in what 
was becoming a raucous show. 

Abnormal December capitalised 
on the high-octane energy and 

delivered a short, sharp set 
of punk rock before mak-
ing way for the evening’s 

dose of hip-hop. G-Tone 
took the mic with a 
very fresh, laidback 
style, effortlessly 
changing the pace of 
the night and bringing 
the dancers straight 
down to the front of 

the stage. 

PBD 
Hood took 
the stage next, 
with three mics 
and a drum kit, 
sounding like Cy-
press Hill straight 
outta Yangon, 
beeeeyaaatch! 
These guys deliv-
ered a fresh take on hip-hop, while 
keeping it very much old-school.

The crowd was definitely in full 
swing by now, the ceiling was drip-
ping with sweat and the floor was 
sticky with beer. Local favourites 
Side Effect, fresh off the back of 
their European dates, took to the 
stage and were not going to let a 
broken foot on the part of the vocal-

ist stop them from delivering their 

indie-inspired punk rock to this 
baying crowd. 

The night served up an evening 
full of diverse, energetic and in-
spiring music from Mandalay and 
Yangon. With a packed out crowd 
out to support all the bands, RAD 
Promotions will be sure to host 
another successful evening of mu-
sic in the very near future.

– Greg Holland
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Myanmar fashion designers to showcase the cutting edge of tradition at ASEAN Fashion Week

From village path to international catwalk

FOR the five designers who 
will represent Myanmar at 
the 2013 ASEAN Fashion 
Week in Kyoto, Japan on May 
28-31, the opportunity comes 

with an unusual wrinkle: it’s the first 
time Myanmar has participated in the 
annual event.

“This is the first time Myanmar 

styles have been on display in Japan,” 
said Thet Hnin Aye, from fashion label 
Dozo, “so we have to show our crea-
tions at their best.”

Thet Hnin Aye has completed 25 
dresses for the Indigenous category of 
the competition.

“I’m presenting Naga ethnic de-
signs from Upper Myanmar with their 
traditional shawls and woven clothes,” 
she said.

For the designers, the event has 
meant extra pressure during the past 
few weeks, as they work to put their 

own unique spin on some of the 
country’s rich ethnic design traditions.

“Making the dresses didn’t take 
as much time as coming up with the 
designs,” said Ma Pont, from the My 
Favourite label. 

“I’m planning to present Chin and 
Lesu ethnic styles [in the Indigenous 
category] because this is my area of 
expertise.”

Ma Pont will also compete in 
the Best of East Couture category, 
for traditional weaving, and in the 
Eco Fashion category for designs 

made from natural or recycled 
products. For this category Ma Pont 
will be displaying outfits made from 
traditional pin ni, a red woven cloth 
dyed using tree bark. The results 
should stand out, even in a busy 
Fashion Week crowd: the pin ni 
process is unique to Myanmar, Ma 
Pont said, and her designs will feature 
rings “made from plants and coconut 
shells” for the all-natural look.

Other categories for the five design-
ers – including Ma Myint Zu (Zu Zu 
collection), Pyay Soe Aung and San 

Bauk Ra (Shayi) – are Exotic, Glamour 
and Contemporary.

While the event will help show 
Myanmar fashion to the world, Ma 
Myint Zu told a press conference, it 
will also allow designers to learn from 
their international peers.

“We can learn from international 
designers. We all have our own busi-
nesses but we need to look at the rest 
of the world,” she said.

Myanmar will display a total of 125 
dresses in Kyoto, each to be shown off 
by Japanese models.

NYEIN EI EI HTWE
nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com
EI EI THU
91.eieithu@gmail.com

ON Pansodan Street, modern build-
ings rub shoulders with worse-for-wear 
colonial-era buildings.

One of these will house a new 
art gallery, now under renovation. 
‘Pansodan Scene’ will open at the end of 
June at no. 144 Pansodan Street.

“I have a passion for colonial build-
ings which have changed ownership 
several times, have been repainted 
many times and damaged by years of 
neglect,” says artist U Aung Soe Min, 
founder of the Pansodan art gallery.  “I 
long ago set my heart on setting a gal-
lery in a colonial building.

“Even the building number, 144, 
is beautiful,” he said. “The building is 
more than 100 years old. It’s disfigured 
by large signboards and is painted to 
look ugly, but once was enchanting.

“The sight of the building really 
shocked me. I met a resident, a former 
ambassador, who told me he had lived 
there for more than 50 years,” he added.

U Aung Soe Min said the walls of 
the room were made of wooden planks 
which had rotted over the years. “When 
we peeled off the wooden walls, which 
were eaten away by white ants, we piled 

up the damaged planks until the room 
was half full of them,” he said.

He said the photo exhibition 
‘Skateboarders of Yangon’ was held to 
bid farewell to the original room before 
renovation started. “We held the exhibi-
tion in the room in its semi-derelict 
state to say goodbye to the original 
space,” he said.

Pansodan art gallery opened in 2008 
at No 286 Pansodan Street, Kyauktada 
township. 

“The gallery has limited space and 
can’t hold public activities. I wanted 
somewhere architecturally beautiful 
and historic, like a colonial-era build-
ing,” said U Aung Soe Min, who thinks 
modern structures lack artistic merit. 
“Pansodan Scene will be larger than 
Pansodan gallery so we can hold public 
events.”

“Along with the opening of the new 
gallery, I will launch a weekly art jour-
nal named Pansodan Art and Culture in 
both Myanmar and English,” he said. – 
Zon Pann Pwint

Pansodan
Scene

‘I have a passion for 
colonial buildings 
which have changed 
ownership several 
times, have been 
repainted many times 
and damaged by years 
of neglect.’

U Aung Soe Min 
Artist

Outside the current Pansodan Art Gallery in Yangon. Photo: Aung Htay Hlaing



JENNY MACINTYRE

A YOUNG chef wants to become “My-
anmar’s Queen of Pastry” – and her 
work at Shwe Sa Bwe, the French ho-
tel and restaurant training centre in 
Yangon, may give a taste of what’s in 
store.

Though still a student, Soe Myat 
Thwe, 28, was recently selected as a 
replacement for Cyrielle Korczeniuk, 
the previous pastry chef at Shwe Sa 
Bwe, who has returned to France. 

“I’m excited by the new ideas and 
recipes [in French cooking]. They are 
very different from Myanmar food,” 
says Soe Myat Thwe.  

Crème brûlée is her favourite 
dish. She works to perfect it every 
time she makes it and in a recent as-
sessment her crème brulée was voted 
number one. When The Myanmar 
Times visited, she was mastering 
shortbread Brittany-style topped 
with mango coulis and caramelised 
mangoes. 

Under the tutelage of French chef 
Romain Hertrich, Soe Myat Thwe 
has been learning now to achieve the 
right mix of acidity and sweetness in 
her pastry. To balance the sweetness 
of the caramelised mangoes, Hertrich 
added some sea salt to the mix. 

An experienced sous-chef from 
two triple-star Michelin restaurants, 
Bras and Troisgros, Mr Hertrich is 
teaching his students to “feel” as they 
cook. Anyone can follow a recipe he 
says, but it takes imagination, good 
culinary technique and the ability 
to taste, to make changes to a recipe 
and create something special. 

“It’s impressive. These students 
learn very fast,” he said.

Hertrich respects Soe Myat Thwe. 
“I trust her,” he says, adding that she 
has a good future as a pastry cook 
because she has a repertoire of reci-
pes, knows the best seasonal foods, is 
committed to fresh ingredients and 
has the confidence to create.

Last year, Soe Myat Thwe, from 
Monywa, Pa YitKone village in Saga-
ing Region, was one of 20 trainees 
selected by Shwe Sa Bwe from 110 
applicants throughout Myanmar. 

Director François Stoupan said 
trainees must have achieved 10th 

standard education, be aged 18-25, 
come from a disadvantaged back-
ground and “express a willingness to 
stay in Myanmar.”

Commitment to Myanmar is 
assessed through students' respect 

for their families. “They must have a 
good education and respect for their 
parents, boss, hierarchy, profession, 
colleagues and leadership.” Stoupan 
is proud that restaurant managers 
and chefs report that SSB graduates 
are exemplary employees.

The youngest of nine children, 
Soe Myat Thwe was a teenager 

when her father died. The family’s 
livelihood depended on five cows, 
whose milk was sold to a local dairy 
company. 

Since Soe Myat Thwe’s aunt 
knew the farm could not sustain 
the family, she sent her young niece 
away to Pakokku in Magwe for 
vocational training at the Agro-
Forestry Training Centre. There, 
Soe Myat Thwe studied organic 
farming, hygiene, Japanese cuisine, 
food processing and tailoring.  She 
also studied by correspondence for 
a BSc degree in chemistry. Her four 
years of training was followed by 
a further three years as a trainer 
in the centre’s food processing and 
bakery department. 

In an email from France, Korcze-
niuk wrote that she chose Soe Myat 
as her replacement because she was 
calm and patient, with a yearning 
to learn. Korczeniuk believes Soe 
Myat Thwe has an outstanding 
future “because she is the only one 

who knows French pastry”. 
It was students like Soe Myat 

Thwe who captured Korczeniuk’s 
heart during her five months in 
Myanmar. “I enjoyed their smiles, 
their capacity to remember and 
concentrate. They want to do their 
best.”

Hertrich looks on as Soe Myat 
Thwe decorates her shortbread 
with caramelised mangoes. “See 
the plate as a guest,” he reminds 
her. “The food needs to look fresh, 
fit for a gourmet. I want to excite 
guests a little bit.” 

Meanwhile, Soe Myat Thwe 
is preparing for her final exams. 
Graduation is at the end of June, 
and already Soe Myat Thwe is 
working out how she can carry her 
crème brûlée and tartetatin home 
to Sagaing to share them with 
neighbours and relatives.

- Jenny Macintyre is a freelance 
journalist and English teacher, 
based in Yangon. 

Myanmar’s 
emerging ‘
Queen of pastry’

Emerging talent, Soe Myat Thwe. 
Photo: Jenny Macintyre

Shwe Sa Bwe’s shortbread Brittany-style topped with mango coulis and caramelised mangoes. Photo: Jenny Macintyre

“It’s impressive. These 
students learn very 
fast.” 

Romain Hertrich 
Chef, Shwe Sa Bwe

BEFORE I watched director Tom 
Hooper’s film adaptation of Les Miser-
ables (2012), a friend warned me that 
if I wasn’t already a fan of the stage 
musical on which it was based, the 
movie would do little to win me over. 
Oh, how right he was.
Les Miserables, the musical, was first 
performed in 1985, and since then 
it has been seen by more than 60 
million people in 42 countries. As a 
cultural phenomenon, it holds a posi-
tion similar to that of Gangnam-style; 
that is, its popularity clearly demon-
strates the collective insanity of the 
human race.  
The storyline of Les Miserables is, of 
course, based on French author Victor 
Hugo’s classic 1862 novel of the same 
name, which, if rationality prevailed 
on Planet Earth, would never have 
been set to music in the first place. 
Why, you might ask, would anyone 
bother to produce a movie version 
of a stage musical? One obvious 
advantage of the cinematic approach 
is the opportunity to show close-
ups of the actors’ faces. Allow me to 
explain: When onstage, the actors 
are far away from the audience, but 
with cameras, the director can (brace 

yourself) zoom in on their skillfully 
rendered facial expressions.
But with Les Miserables’ childishly 
unsubtle song lyrics bludgeoning the 
listener with cheesy, overwrought 
emotion, why resort to acting at all? 
It’s a classic case of telling rather than 
showing: The words reveal every-
thing the characters are meant to be 
feeling, and they often do so when no 
other characters are onstage/onscreen 
to listen to their gripes. 
This frequently leaves the lead actors 
(Russell Crowe, Hugh Jackman and 
Anne Hathaway) in the uncomfort-
able position of crooning into the 
heavens while the camera hovers near 
their faces.
This style of filmmaking can easily be 
observed elsewhere in Myanmar: It is 
commonly used in karaoke videos in 
which rain-drenched damsels clutch 
wilted roses and stare wistfully into 
space, while generic lyrics about lost 
love and heartache scroll across the 
bottom of the screen.
Speaking of crooning, neither Jack-
man nor Crowe are particularly 
amazing singers. They aren’t terrible, 
but it’s doubtful whether they would 
make the cut into the Top 100 on 

Australian Idol. 
About an hour into Les Miserables, 
I suddenly felt an intense urge to 
head for the kitchen and pour myself 
a stiff drink. Had I been watching a 
less disagreeable movie, I would have 
paused the DVD before wandering off 
to fetch my mind-numbing beverage 
of choice.
In this case, however, I refrained from 
reaching for the remote; the kitchen 
visit served as a welcome opportunity 
to allow Les Miserables to continue 
doing its own thing in my absence. I 
figured I wouldn’t miss much, aside 
from a few minutes of some endless, 
meandering song detailing the extent 
to which life sucked in 19th century 
France.
Believe it or not, I actually managed 
to suffer through to end of the film. I 
even wrote some poignant, heartrend-
ing lyrics describing how I felt about 
the experience (to the tune of “What 
Have I Done” from Les Miserables): 
“What have I done?/Sweet Jesus what 
have I done?/I’ve used my own hard-
earned kyats/To purchase this artless 
piece of crap/Worse, I felt compelled 
to finish watching it/Even though it 
was a complete load of ...” – DL

DVD REVIEW

Les Miserables: A 
more or less miserable 
viewing experience

Photosvv: Universal Pictures
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
  1 Went through an “oar-

deal”
  6 Primal impulse
 10 Oscar-winner Guinness
 14 Licorice-like fl avor
 15 Wart-giver of folklore
 16 Featherbrain
 17 What a fed-up parent’s 

had?
 20 Havana residue
 21 Run without much 

effort
 22 Sudan’s ___ Desert
 23 They have very low 

ranges
 25 Villainous sneer
 26 Plain of Jars locale
 28 Amounts of coins for 

subway singers?
 32 Breathing anomaly
 34 CD system precursor
 35 Birling object
 38 Says something 

inappropriate
 42 Leaky balloon sound
 43 Blood sample 

container
 44 State fl ower of New 

Mexico
 45 Most unpleasantly 

damp
 48 Obnoxious young’un
 49 Prisoner’s blade
 51 Divided nation
 53 Gum-yielding tree
 55 Parched
 56 Mad Hatter’s drink
 59 Be self-evident
 62 It’s heard in the 

Highlands
 63 McCormack of “Will & 

Grace”
 64 One place for a fi rst 

date
 65 Whitetail or roebuck
 66 Addition or 

subtraction, e.g.
 67 Upholstery material

DOWN
  1 Indian prince
  2 Heavy burden
  3 Turkey parts
  4 “C’___ la vie!”
  5 Distributes cards

  6 Best of all possible 
worlds

  7 Womanizer
  8 Weapon also known as 

a “lead-spitter”
  9 Barbara who played 

Jeannie
 10 Sun-dried bricks
 11 Danny DeVito’s “Taxi” 

role
 12 Painter Degas
 13 “The Facts of Life” 

actress Mindy
 18 Meaningless talk
 19 Invalidate
 24 Sailing on the ocean
 26 Galloway girl

 27 Android programs, for 
short

 29 Air base in Greenland
 30 In good shape
 31 Area 51 craft
 33 Caraway-fl avored 

Scandinavian spirit
 35 Producing a sizeable 

profi t
 36 Dangerous marine 

creature
 37 Teeny biter
 39 Religious error
 40 Wine barrel wood
 41 Paper towel roll 

leftover
 45 More problematic

 46 Charcoal drawing, e.g.
 47 High rocky hills
 49 Music for a movie
 50 Anchor line’s hole
 52 500-sheet units of 

paper
 53 Like geriatric patients
 54 Interrupter’s 

interjection
 55 One of four in a deck
 57 Wife of Geraint, in 

Arthurian lore
 58 “A Death in the Family” 

author James
 60 Man-mouse fi ller
 61 Uncle Sam poster 

word

Universal Crossword
Edited by Timothy E. Parker

NOT IN IN THE MIDDLE By Jill Pepper

DILBERT   BY SCOTT ADAMS

PEANUTS  BY CHARLES SCHULZ

CALVIN AND HOBBES  BY BILL WATTERSON

SUDOKU PACIFIC
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MANGO season is upon us 
again. And if there’s one 
thing I like more than the 
aroma of fresh mango on 
the street, it’s the smell of 

mango dishes being whipped up in the 
kitchen. 

I’ve chosen two mango salad reci-
pes for this week, an Asian one and a 
fusion concoction.

Traditional green mango salad is 
a very popular dish in Southeast Asia 
and makes a great snack. I use pork 
mince in this version, but seafood or 
chicken mince will do just as well. Ask 

for yin kwe at the market for the green 
mango. 

The fusion mango reipe is inspired 
by Australian cuisine and offers an 
enticing mix of fresh tropical mango 
and mint. Use sein ta lone mangoes.

Another great pairing is duck and 
mango, but I’ll save that for later.

GREEN MANGO SALAD 
INGREDIENTS

250 grams shredded green man-
goes

150 grams pork or chicken mince
2 red small onions (thinly sliced)
2 cloves garlic
½ teaspoon grated ginger
1 teaspoon soy sauce
1 tablespoon vegetable oil
1 teaspoon Chinese masala
½ teaspoon chilli oil 
Coriander  

½ chilli sliced
2 tablespoons roasted, 

crushed peanuts
A couple of slices of deep 

fried pork fat (called wet sip phat 
in the market)

DRESSING INGREDIENTS 
2 tablespoons fish sauce
2 tablespoons lime juice
2 teaspoons sugar

Cut off the top of the mango, soak 
the fruit in water and wash well.

Sauté the crushed garlic in medi-
um-hot oil in a wok. Stir in the mince 
and throw in Chinese masala, grated 
ginger, soy sauce and salt, and season. 
When the meat is cooked through, let 
it cool before placing in a large bowl 
with the other ingredients.

Garnish with coriander and thin 
slices of deep-fried pork fat. 

FUSION SALAD INGREDIENTS 
6 prawns
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 ripe mangoes
A few mint leaves
Salt and black pepper 

DRESSING INGREDIENTS 
2 teaspoons lime juice
2 teaspoons olive oil
A pinch of sugar
Salt to taste

Snap the heads off of the prawns 
and remove the black vein in the tail. 
Leave the tail attached. Wash and 
drain well.  

Add olive oil to a non-stick frying 
pan and bring to medium heat. Fry 
the prawns for about 3 minutes. Let 
them cool and season with salt and 
pepper.

Peel the mango and cut into small 
cubes. Toss with mint leaves and 
dressing. 

TIPS: For mango and prawn salad, the 
mango should be ripe but not too soft.

Always soak a mango in water 
after cutting off the top, especially 
when using the yin kwe mangos.

Soak the onions after slicing, wash 
well and pat dry.

Making the most 
of mango

WINE REVIEW

11,900 10,000

Red Wine:
Penfolds Rawson’s Retreat 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2010

Deep, red ruby  –  a 
sultry drink for a 
sultry night. Old 
friend, new friend, 

good friend. This is 
a keeper - you want 
it nearby to 
ease your 
woes.

White Wine:
Arkeo Sauvignon Blanc 2011

A light and fruity 
blend that follows as 
a rum-punch chaser 
nicely. The downside 
are some oakey notes. 

(Oak doesn't belong 
anywhere near 
a good 
"Sav"- 
Blanc.)

Score

8/10

Score

7/10

Indulge in a slice of heaven at Yangon Bakehouse
Yangon Bakehouse

Pearl Condo, Block C, Ground 
Floor, 8am – 3:30pm, Mon – Fri

www.yangon bakehouse.com

01 557 448, ext 818 
yangonbakehouse@gmail.com

Photo: YM

Photo: Phyo

I CAN'T wait until Yangon Bake-
house extends its seating area 
(right now there is a make-shift 
arrangement to one side of the 
bakery). Carelle, one of the brains 
behind the social enterprise, as-
sures me there are plans to extend 
the premises so they can fit people 
in for a real café-style atmosphere.  
If they do this and also start open-
ing on the weekends, I’ ll be in 
seventh heaven. 

The menu at Yangon Bakehouse 
is simple and fresh, with vegetarian 
options aplenty.  The choices are 
simple: fresh salads and baguette 
rolls baked fresh from their ovens 
the same morning they’re served. 
They also provide “halfsies” options 
– half a roll with your choice of a 
side salad, perfect for not leaving 
one feeling bloated and heavy in the 
Yangon heat. 

I ordered a half ham-and-
gruyere cheese baguette with a 
Perfectly Paired Pear and Reblo-
chon salad (K4500) and an Ameri-
cano coffee (K2000). The baguette 
was perfectly crisp on the outside 
and fluffy on the inside and it 
was "amazeballs" to be able to get 

gruyere cheese – even in half a 
roll, it felt like pure decadence. 
My first mouthful of salad was 
an explosion of zingy lemon that 
contrasted with the sweetness of 
vibrant red grape tomatoes. The 
next bite took in both the sweet 
pear and reblochon. A stomach 
pain I have been suffering from 
since the last food review seemed 
to ease. 

My friend ordered the vegetar-
ian mixed grilled roll on bianca 
with a side portion of Greek salad 
(K4500) and a soya latte (K3000). 
While proclaiming the roll deli-
cious, she did stare enviously at 
my baguette after tasting the bi-
anca bread. She liked her latte but 
found the soy milk a bit sweet, as 
are most soy milk options in My-
anmar. We were full, but not quite 
done yet. The enticing smell of 
freshly baked cook-
ies and pies 
lured us 
order-
ing 

chocolate chip oatmeal biscuits 
and had us giggling like sugar-
charged school girls. 

If you’re prepared for a trip 
from downtown through heavy 
traffic to the Pearl Condo complex, 
a visit to Yangon Bakehouse is well 
worth it. You’re also supporting a 
social enterprise, tthat focuses on 
giving young women the skills to 
break out and possibly run their 
own bakehouses in Yangon.

Food: 9
Drink: 8 
Atmosphere: 8
Service: 9
X-factor: 9 
Value for money: 8
Score: 8.5/10

MANNY
MAUNG

manny.maung@gmail.com

PHYO'S
COOKING

ADVENTURE
phyocooking@gmail.com
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Uncle Geoffrey & Nicky's farewell extravaganza

Ma Phyu Phyu Tin and Ma Myint Zu Dr Khin Maung Lwin and Dr Pauline Khin Maung Lwin

ICCG donation ceremony

Nayani Win Company product exhibitionNepal Tourism 
Board presentation

Brayden, Raymond, Don Tan, James Gwee and Ko Myat Aung

Uncle Geoffrey and friends at The Myanmar Times office

Vonce Hui and model

Bossini product launch and fashion show

Ma Khine Thit Lwin and Ma Wai Thit Lwin

Nant Chit 
Nadi Zaw

Ko Zaw Latt and his daughter Yu Thandar Tin and Chan Me Me Ko

Ogawa products 
lucky draw

Sai Sai Kham Leng

Ei Chit

Rinnai 8th anniversary

Ko Than Naing Dr Myo Thant and Daw Yu Zaw U Htin Lin U Aung Myo Min and Daw Soe Soe Yee Yuzo Yushida
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SOCIALITE needs some new shoes after dancing 
away most of the weekend. Luckily, she’d noticed a 
pair she rather dug at the Bossini fashion show at 
Junction Square on May 18. That night, she man-
aged to wear her old shoes down to the bone after 
she spent hours doing the funky robot, the wash-
ing machine and a host of other über-hip dances 
at the seriously cool Jam It! night at Eucalypt bar 
in Pearl Condo. So the next day she hightailed it 
back to Junction Square to scoop up the pair she 
had spotted the day before. Disaster averted! But 
before any of this had occurred, Socialite covered 
the serious side of socialising at the launch of the 
International Culture and Charity Group (ICCG) 
donation ceremony at Central Women’s Hospital 
in Yangon on May 14. That done, she was at the 
new wine tasting event at Signature restaurant the 
day after. For the final event of the week, Socialite 
wiped away a tear while saysing goodbye to our 
very own Myanmar Times stalwart and World edi-
tor Uncle Geoffrey, who leaves us for the greener 
pastures of Bangkok. We also say goodbye to our 
favourite Myanmar Times son, Nicky Swe.

NYEIN 
EI EI HTWE

nyeineieihtwe23@gmail.com

Signature wine tasting

Ja
m

 It
! @

Eu
ca

ly
pt

 b
ar

 
an

d 
re

st
au

ra
nt

Daniele Lizza and Andrea Balsamo

Mee Mee, Siew Siew, Li Jun and Bay Bay

Nge Nge Jarmani Punters at Jam It! Eaid Dhi, Abnornormal Decemember 

Music lovers at Jam It! 

James Marsden and Ko Yan Naing

ELIQ restaurant launch

Kaung MyatNicolas Joseph Hearn, Ko Soe Moe Aung

Toshiba showroom opening

U Myat Thin Aung Tetsuya Yoneda Yosuke Goto
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Subject
to change 

without notice

Domestic
6T = Air Mandalay

W9 = Air Bagan

YJ = Asian Wings

K7 = AIR KBZ

YH = Yangon Airways

UB = FMI UB Charter

Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

THUR YJ 892 9:15 10:25
YH 918 9:35 10:45
6T 402 9:35 10:45
K7 223 9:45 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 10:05 11:15
YH 712 11:55 14:00
K7 829 13:50 15:05
YJ 762 15:50 18:00
YH 732 16:25 19:15
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
K7 224 16:00 19:00
YJ 602/W9 7602 16:25 17:35

FRI YH 918 9:35 10:45
YJ 892 9:15 10:25
6T 402 9:35 10:45
K7 223 9:45 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 10:05 11:15
K7 827 13:40 14:55
YH 732 16:25 19:15
YH 728 16:00 18:10
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
K7 224 16:00 19:00

SAT YJ 892 9:15 10:25
YH 918 9:35 10:45
6T 402/K7 223 9:45 10:55
K7 223 9:45 11:00
YJ 762 11:50 14:00
K7 829 13:40 14:55
K7 823 14:50 16:05
YH 732 16:25 19:15
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
K7 224 16:00 19:00

SUN YH 918 9:35 10:45
6T 402/K7 223 9:45 10:55
K7 223 9:45 11:00
K7 823 13:40 14:55
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
K7 224 16:00 19:00
YH 738 16:40 18:50

YANGON TO SITTWE
MON 6T 607 11:45 13:10
TUE K7 426 13:00 14:20

6T 611 14:30 15:55
WED 6T 611 14:30 15:55
THRU K7 426 13:00 14:20

6T 611 14:30 15:55
FRI 6T 605 11:15 13:15
SAT K7 426 13:00 14:20

6T 611 14:30 15:55
SUN 6T 611 11:30 12:55

SITTWE TO YANGON
MON 6T 608 13:30 15:30
TUE K7 427 14:35 15:55

6T 612 16:15 17:40
WED 6T 612 16:15 17:40

	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 

FRI YJ 211 7:00 8:25
YJ 891 6:10 8:15
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:20 8:25
YJ 211 11:30 12:55
YH 917 6:10 8:40
K7 222 6:30 8:40
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 9:05
K7 826 7:30 9:35
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
K7 626 8:00 9:25
YJ 751/W97751 11:00 12:55
YH 727 11:15 13:25
K7 622 12:00 13:25
K7 824 13:00 14:25
YJ 791 14:30 16:25
K7 224 14:30 16:35
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35

SAT YJ 891 6:10 8:15
YH 917 6:10 8:40
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:30 8:35
K7 222 6:30 8:40
YJ 201 7:00 8:25
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
K7 822 10:00 13:45
YJ 601 11:00 12:25
YH 729 11:15 14:15
K7 622 12:00 13:25
YJ 781 14:30 15:55
K7 224 14:30 16:35
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35

SUN YJ 211 7:00 8:25
YJ 891 6:10 8:15
YH 917 6:10 8:40
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:30 8:35
K7 222 6:30 8:40
YJ143/W9 7143 7:00 9:05
K7 822 7:30 9:35
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
K7 626 8:00 9:25
8M 6603 9:00 10:10
YJ 251/W97251 11:00 12:25
YJ 751/W97751 11:00 12:55
YH 737 11:15 13:25
K7 622 12:00 13:25
YJ 781 14:30 15:55
K7 224 14:30 16:35
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35

MANDALAY TO YANGON
MON Y5 233 8:10 9:25

YH 910 8:10 10:15
YJ 892 8:30 10:25
YH 918 8:30 10:25
6T 402 9:20 11:20
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
YJ 202 11:30 12:55
K7 625 14:40 16:05
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
YJ 762 16:35 18:00
K7 623 16:40 18:05
YH 728 16:45 18:10
YJ 518/W97518 16:50 18:15
YJ 782 16:10 18:15
K7 225 16:50 19:00
YH 732 17:10 19:15

TUE Y5 233 8:10 9:25
YH 918 8:40 10:45
YJ 892 8:30 10:25
6T 402 8:45 10:45
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 202 11:30 12:55
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
YJ 782 16:10 18:15
K7 623 16:40 18:05
YJ 762 16:35 18:00
K7 225 16:50 19:00
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
8M 6604 17:20 18:30
YH 730 18:00 19:25
K7 823 18:00 19:25
YJ 252/W97252 18:05 19:30

WED Y5 233 8:10 9:25
YH 918 8:40 10:45
YJ 892 8:30 10:25
6T 402 8:45 10:45
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 143/W97143 9:20 11:15
Y5 132 9:30 10:30
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
YJ 202 11:30 12:55
K7 625 14:40 16:05
K7 623 16:40 18:05
YJ 792 16:40 18:45
K7 225 16:50 19:00
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
YH 738 17:25 18:50
YJ 752 17:50 19:15

THUR Y5 233 8:10 9:25
YH 918 8:40 10:45
YJ 892 8:30 10:25
6T 402 8:45 10:45
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 143/W97143 9:20 11:15
YJ 202 10:30 11:55
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
K7 623 16:40 18:05
YJ 762 16:35 18:00
YJ 602 16:10 17:35
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
K7 225 16:50 19:00
8M 6604 17:20 18:30
YH 730 18:00 19:25

FRI Y5 233 8:10 9:25
YJ 211 7:00 8:25
YJ 892 8:30 10:25
YH 918 8:40 10:45
6T 402 8:45 10:45
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 143/W971431 9:20 11:15
Y5 132 9:30 10:30
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
YJ 212 12:00 13:25
YH 728 16:45 18:10
K7 623 16:40 18:05
K7 225 16:50 19:00
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
K7 825 17:40 19:05
YJ 792 16:40 18:45
YJ 752/W97752 16:55 19:00
YJ 752 17:50 19:15

SAT Y5 233 8:10 9:25
YH 918 8:40 10:45
YJ 892 8:30 10:25
6T 402/K7 223 8:55 10:55
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 143/W97143 9:20 10:45
Y5 132 9:30 10:30
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
YJ 202 11:30 12:55
YJ 762 12:35 14:00
YJ 602 16:10 17:35
YJ 782 16:10 18:15
K7 623 16:40 18:05
K7 225 16:50 19:00
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
YH 730 18:00 19:25

SUN Y5 233 8:10 9:25
YH 918 8:40 10:45
YJ 892 8:30 10:35
6T 402 8:55 10:55
K7 223 8:55 11:00
YJ 143/W97143 9:20 10:45
Y5 132 9:30 10:30
YJ 002 11:00 11:55
YJ 212 12:00 13:25
YJ 782 16:10 18:15
6T 502/K7 225 16:50 19:00
K7 623 16:40 18:05
K7 225 16:50 19:00
8M 6604 17:20 18:30
YH 738 17:25 18:50
YJ 752 17:50 19:15

YANGON TO NYAUNG U
MON YJ 891 6:10 7:30

YH 917 6:10 7:45
6T 401 6:20 8:15
K7 222 6:30 7:50
YH 909 6:30 8:55
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
YJ  781 14:30 16:40
K7 224 14:30 17:25
YH 731 15:00 17:55

TUE YH 917 6:10 7:45
YJ 891 6:10 7:30
6T 401 6:20 7:40
K7 222 6:30 7:50
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
YJ  781 14:30 16:40
K7 224 14:30 17:25

WED YH 917 6:10 7:45
YJ 891 6:10 7:30
6T 401 6:20 7:40
K7 222 6:30 7:50
K7 242 6:45 8:05
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 8:20
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
K7 224 14:30 17:25

THUR YJ 891 6:10 7:30
YH 917 6:10 7:45
6T 401 6:20 7:40
K7 222 6:30 7:50
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 8:20
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
K7 224 14:30 17:25

FRI YJ 891 6:10 7:30
YH 917 6:10 7:45
6T 401 6:20 7:40
K7 222 6:30 7:50
K7 242 6:45 8:05
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 8:20
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
K7 224 14:30 17:25

SAT YJ 891 6:10 7:30
YH 917 6:10 7:45
6T 401 6:30 7:50
K7 222 6:30 7:50
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 8:20
YJ  781 14:30 16:40
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
K7 224 14:30 17:25

SUN YJ 891 6:10 7:30
YH 917 6:10 7:45
6T 401/K7 222 6:30 7:50
K7 222 6:30 7:50
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 8:20
YJ  781 14:30 16:40
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 17:20
K7 224 14:15 16:25
K7 224 14:30 17:25

YANGON TO NAY PYI TAW
MON 6T 401 6:20 7:15

UB-A1 7:30 8:30
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
UB-C1 16:30 17:30

TUE UB-A1 7:30 8:30
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
UB-C1 16:30 17:30

WED UB-A1 7:30 8:30
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
UB-C1 16:30 17:30

THUR UB-A1 7:30 8:30
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
UB-C1 16:30 17:30

FRI UB-A1 7:30 8:30
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
6T 211 15:30 16:25
UB-C1 16:30 17:30

SAT UB-A1 8:00 9:00
SUN UB-A1 15:30 16:30

NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON
MON UB-A2 8:50 9:50

UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-C2 18:00 19:00

TUE UB-A2 8:50 9:50
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-C2 18:00 19:00

WED UB-A2 8:50 9:50
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-C2 18:00 19:00

THUR UB-A2 8:50 9:50
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-C2 18:00 19:00

FRI UB-A2 8:50 9:50
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
6T 212 17:00 17:55
UB-C2 18:00 19:00

SAT UB-A2 10:00 11:00
SUN UB-A2 17:00 18:00

YANGON TO MANDALAY
MON YJ 891 6:10 8:15

YH 917 6:10 8:40
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:20 9:00
YH 909 6:30 8:10
K7 222 6:30 8:40
YJ 201 7:00 8:25
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
K7 624 8:00 9:25
YJ 511/W9 7511 10:00 11:25
YJ 761 11:00 12:55
YH 727 11:15 13:25
K7 622 12:00 13:25
K7 224 14:30 16:35
YJ 781 14:30 15:55
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35
YH 731 15:00 17:10

TUE YJ 891 6:10 8:15
YH 917 6:10 8:40
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:20 8:25
K7 222 6:30 8:40
K7 226 6:45 8:10
YJ 201 7:00 8:25
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
8M 6603 9:00 10:10
K7 822 10:00 13:45
YJ 251/W9 7251 11:00 12:55
YJ 761 11:00 12:55
YH 729 11:15 14:15
K7 622 12:00 13:25
YJ 781 14:30 15:55
K7 224 14:30 16:35
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35

WED YJ 891 6:10 8:15
YH 917 6:10 8:40
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:20 8:25
K7 222 6:30 8:40
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 8:20
YJ 201 7:00 8:25
K7 826 7:30 9:35
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
K7 624 8:00 9:25
YJ 751/W97751 10:45 12:40
YH 737 11:15 13:25
K7 622 12:00 13:25
YJ 791 14:30 16:25
K7 224 14:30 16:35
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35

THUR YJ 201 6:00 7:25
YJ 891 6:10 8:15
YH 917 6:10 8:40
Y5 234 6:15 7:30
6T 401 6:20 8:25
K7 222 6:30 8:40
K7 226 6:45 8:10
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 9:05
YJ 001 8:00 8:55
8M 6603 9:00 10:10
YJ 511/W9 7511 10:00 11:25
YJ 601 11:00 12:25
YH 729 11:15 14:15
K7 622 12:00 13:25
K7 224 14:30 16:35
YJ 201 11:30 12:55
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 16:35

NYAUNG U TO YANGON
MON YH 918 7:45 10:25

YJ 892 7:45 10:25
6T 401 8:30 11:20
YH 910 8:55 10:15
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 782 16:55 18:15
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00
YH 732 17:55 19:15

TUE YJ 892 7:45 10:25
YH 917 7:45 10:45
6T 401 7:55 10:45
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 782 16:55 18:15
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00

WED YJ 892 7:45 10:25
YH 917 7:45 10:45
6T 401 7:55 10:45
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 8:35 11:15
K7 225 16:40 18:00
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00

THUR YJ 892 7:45 10:25
YH 917 7:45 10:45
6T 401 7:55 10:45
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 8:35 11:15
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00

FRI YJ 892 7:45 10:25
YH 917 7:45 10:45
6T 401 7:55 10:45
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 8:35 11:15
K7 225 16:40 18:00
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00

SAT YJ 892 7:45 10:25
YH 917 7:45 10:45
6T 401/K7 222 8:05 10:55
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 8:35 10:45
K7 225 16:40 18:00
YJ 782 16:55 18:15
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00

SUN YJ 892 7:45 10:25
YH 917 7:45 10:45
6T 401 8:05 10:55
K7 222 8:05 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 8:35 10:45
YJ 782 16:55 18:15
6T 502/K7 225 17:40 19:00
K7 225 17:45 19:00

YANGON TO MYITKYINA
MON K7 624 8:00 10:55

YJ 201 10:00 12:50
YJ 511/W9 7511 10:00 12:55
K7 622 12:00 14:55

TUE YJ 201 6:00 8:50
K7 844 7:30 11:05
YJ 251/W9 7251 11:00 13:55
K7 622 12:00 14:55

WED K7 624 8:00 10:55
K7 622 12:00 14:55

THUR K7 844 7:30 11:05
YJ 201 12:45 15:35
YJ 511/W9 7511 10:00 12:55
K7 622 12:00 14:55

FRI YJ 211 6:30 9:20
K7 626 8:00 11:30
K7 622 12:00 14:55

SUN YJ 211 6:00 8:50
K7 626 8:00 11:30
YJ 251/W9 7251 11:00 13:55
K7 622 12:00 14:55

MYITKYINA TO YANGON
MON YJ 202 13:05 15:55

K7 625 13:10 16:05
K7 623 15:10 18:05

TUE YJ 202 9:05 11:55
K7 845 11:20 16:00
K7 623 15:10 18:05
YJ 252/W9 7252 16:35 19:30

WED K7 625 13:10 16:05
K7 623 15:10 18:05

THUR K7 845 11:20 16:00
K7 623 15:10 18:05
YJ 202 15:50 18:40

FRI K7 627 11:45 15:15
K7 623 15:10 18:05

SAT K7 623 15:10 18:05
SUN YJ 211 9:05 12:25

K7 627 11:45 15:15
K7 623 15:10 18:05
YJ 252/W9 7252 16:35 19:30

YANGON TO HEHO
MON YH 917 6:10 9:15

YJ 891 6:10 9:00
6T 401 6:20 9:55
K7 222 6:30 9:30
K7 828 7:30 8:45
YJ 761 11:00 12:10
YH 727 11:15 12:40
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7 224 14:30 15:45
YH 731 15:00 16:25

TUE YJ 891 6:10 9:00
YH 917 6:10 9:35
6T 401 6:20 9:20
K7 222 6:30 9:30
K7 822 10:00 11:15
YJ 761 11:00 12:10
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7 224 14:30 15:45

WED YJ 891 6:10 9:00
YH 917 6:10 9:35
6T 401 6:20 9:20
K7 222 6:30 9:30
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 9:50
K7 826 7:30 8:45
YJ 751 11:00 12:10
YH 737 11:15 12:40
YJ 791 14:30 15:40
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7 224 14:30 15:45
YJ 792 15:55 18:45

THUR YJ 891 6:10 9:00
YH 917 6:10 9:35
6T 401 6:20 9:20
K7 222 6:30 9:30
YJ 761 11:00 12:10
YJ 143/W97143 7:00 9:50
K7 828 7:30 8:45
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7224 14:30 15:45

FRI YJ 891 6:10 9:00
YH 917 6:10 9:35
6T 401 6:20 9:20
K7 222 6:30 9:30
K7 826 7:30 8:45
YJ 751 11:00 12:10
YH 727 11:15 12:40
YJ 791 14:30 15:40
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7224 14:30 15:45
YJ 792 15:55 18:45

SAT YJ 891 6:10 9:00
YH 917 6:10 9:35
6T 401/K7222 6:30 7:50
K7 222 6:30 9:30
YJ 761 7:00 8:10
K7 828 7:30 8:45
K7 822 10:00 11:15
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7 224 14:30 15:45

SUN YH 917 6:10 9:35
6T 401/K7222 6:30 7:50
K7 222 6:30 9:30
K7 822 7:30 8:45
YJ 751 11:00 12:10
YH 737 11:15 12:40
6T 501/K7 224 14:30 15:40
K7 224 14:30 15:45

HEHO TO YANGON
MON YH 918 9:15 10:25

YJ 892 9:15 10:25
K7 828 7:30 8:45
K7 223 9:45 11:00
6T 402 10:10 11:20
YJ 761 11:00 12:10
K7 829 13:50 15:05
YJ 762 15:50 18:00
YH 728 16:00 18:10
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
YH 732 16:25 19:15
K7 224 16:00 19:00

TUE YH 918 9:35 10:45
YJ 892 9:15 10:25
6T 402 9:35 10:45
K7 223 9:45 11:00
YH 712 11:55 14:00
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
YJ 762 15:50 18:00
YH 732 16:25 19:15
K7 823 14:50 16:05
K7 224 16:00 19:00

WED YH 918 9:35 10:45
YJ 892 9:15 10:25
6T 402 9:35 10:45
K7 223 9:45 11:00
YJ 143/W9 7143 10:05 11:15
6T 501/K7 224 16:00 19:00
YH 738 16:40 18:50
K7 827 13:40 14:55
YJ752/W9 7752 17:40 18:50
K7 224 16:00 19:00

THUR K7 427 14:35 15:55
6T 612 16:15 17:40

FRI 6T 606 11:15 13:15
SAT K7 427 14:35 15:55

6T 612 16:15 17:40
SUN K7 423 8:55 10:50

6T 612 13:15 14:40

YANGON TO MYEIK
MON K7 319 7:00 9:05
TUE K7 319 7:00 9:05

YJ 301 12:15 14:25
WED K7 319 7:00 9:05

6T 707 11:15 13:15
YJ301 11:30 13:40

THUR K7 319 7:00 9:05
FRI K7 319 7:00 9:05
SAT K7 319 7:00 9:05

6T 707 11:15 13:15
YJ301 12:45 14:55

SUN K7 319 7:00 9:05
6T 707 7:30 9:30

MYEIK TO YANGON
MON K7 320 11:30 13:35
TUE YJ 302 14:40 18:50

K7 320 11:30 13:35
WED K7 320 11:30 13:35

6T 708 15:40 17:40
THUR K7 320 11:30 13:35
FRI K7 320 11:30 13:35
SAT K7 320 11:30 13:35

YJ 302 16:40 18:50
6T 708 15:40 17:40

SUN K7 320 11:30 13:35
6T 708 11:55 13:55

YANGON TO THANDWE
MON YH 503 10:30 11:35

6T 607 11:45 14:20
TUE YH 729 11:15 15:40
WED YH 737 11:15 14:50
THUR YH 729 11:15 15:40
FRI YH 727 11:15 14:50

6T 605 11:15 12:10
SAT YH 729 11:15 15:40
SUN YH 737 11:15 14:50

THANDWE TO YANGON
MON YH 505 11:35 12:25

6T 608 14:35 15:30
TUE YH 730 15:40 19:25
WED YH 738 14:50 18:50
THUR YH 730 15:40 19:25
FRI YH 728 14:50 18:10

6T 605 12:25 15:00
SAT YH 730 15:40 19:25
SUN YH 738 14:50 18:50

Air Asia (FD) 
Tel: 251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, 
Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
Tel : 253597~98, 254758. 
Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Condor (DE)
Tel: + 95 1 -370836 up to 39 
(ext : 810)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 95-1-255320, 255321, 
Fax : 255329

Golden Myanmar 
Airlines (Y5)

Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 
400447999, Mobile: 95 9 5020711, 
Fax: 95 9 73256067

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121, 
122 Fax : 241124

Myanmar Airways 
International(8M)
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
Tel: 255 287~9, Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Tel : 255491~6, Fax : 255223

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
Fax : 255086. Tel  255066/ 
255088/ 255068.

Qatar Airways
(Temporary Office)
Tel: 01-250388, (ext: 8142, 8210)

International  Airlines

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, 
Fax : 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 
(Airport), Fax: 372983

Air Mandalay (6T)
Tel : (Head Office) 501520, 
525488, Fax: 525937. 
Airport: 533222~3, 09-
73152853. Fax: 533223.

Asian Wings (AW)
Tel: 951 516654, 532253, 09-

731-35991~3.Fax: 951 532333

Golden Myanmar 
Airlines (Y5)
Tel: 95 9 400446999, 95 9 
400447999, Mobile: 95 9 
5020711, Fax: 95 9 73256067

Yangon Airways(YH)
Tel: (+95-1) 383 100,  383 107, 
700 264, Fax: 652 533.

FMI Air Charter - 
Sales & Reservations
Tel: (95-1) 240363, 240373 / 
(+95-9) 421146545

Domestic  Airlines

DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES
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SHIN USAMI

IT may seem implausible 
for a statue to grow taller 
with the passing years, 
but that is precisely what’s 
happening to a statue of 

Jizo, the guardian deity of chil-
dren, in the city of Kanonji, 
Japan.

The wooden statue has 
been carved into the trunk of 
a 1200-year-old camphor tree. 
The tree is about 30 metres 
(100 feet) tall and has a girth 
of 10 metres (33 feet).

“The statue was not placed 
in the tree. It was carved into 
the trunk of the tree itself. So 
the more the tree grows, the 
taller the statue becomes,” said 
Kenichi Otsuka, 73, an expert 
on the area’s history.

For this reason, the statue 
is called the Ikiki Jizo (living 
wood Jizo).

According to Otsuka, a Bud-
dhist ceremony was held to 
consecrate the newly sculpted 
figure in 1837, and since then 
the statue has grown about 10 
centimetres (4 inches). It is es-
timated to be about 1.5 metres 
(about 5 feet) tall now.

With its firmly downcast 
eyes and large ears, the slim 
figure in a ceremonial brocade 
gown exudes a warm and mys-
terious feeling.

A small, simple structure to 
enshrine the statue encloses 
the base of the tree. Incense 
is often burned and the facil-
ity is surrounded by red prayer 
flags, proof of the affection of 
the local people for this “liv-
ing” Buddhist statue.

It is said that an old man 
worked daily for three months 
to carve the statue with a sin-
gle knife to pray for the health 
of his daughter, an only child 
who had taken ill. The daugh-
ter went on to reach the age of 
100, living well into the Taisho 
era (1912-1926).

A giant sand sculpture 
modelled after Kanei Tsuho, a 
type of coin widely used in the 
Edo period (1603-1867), is also 
cherished by local residents 
in much the same way as the 
Ikiki Jizo.

According to local lore, 
anyone who sees the giant 
design sculpted from white 
sand in Kotohiki Park will 
live long and never want for 
money.

The outer circumference 
of the site is 345 metres (1140 
feet). Although it is actually 
an oval, from the observatory 
atop Mt Kotohiki it appears 
perfectly round.

Local residents clean the 
sculpture’s sand and tend its 
shape in spring and autumn 
so that the letters always stand 
out in bold relief.

According to the brochure, 
the site was originally made 
in a single night by mainly el-
derly local residents in 1633 to 
welcome an inspection tour by 
the daimyo feudal lord.

At the beginning of the 
stable rule of the Tokugawa 
Shogunate, the people here 
were inspired to give shape to 
their local sand in a very short 
time, and dedicated it to the 
authorities.

Perhaps their playful minds 
made it possible. The gentle, 
flexible nature of the people 
who lived beside the Seto In-
land Sea, where the climate is 
mild and there are few natural 
disasters, can still be felt at the 
site.

Ichiya-an, which stands 
atop a nearby hill, is another 
tourist spot dear to the hearts 
of local residents. It was origi-
nally built as a hermitage re-
treat by the famous haiku poet 
Yamazaki Sokan in 1528. Its 
thick, thatched roof has been 
repeatedly repaired by volun-
teers using locally collected 
funds.

Next, I made use of the 
Umpenji ropeway to drop in at 
the Honen-ike Dam.

The dam’s stone-lined walls, 
punctuated by five turret-like 
protrusions, span 150 metre. I 
felt overwhelmed by its sheer 
immensity.

The oldest multiple arch 
dam in Japan, completed in 
1929, it is somehow reminis-
cent of an old castle from Eu-
rope’s Middle Ages.

– The Yomiuri Shimbun

JAPAN

Kanonji: Land
of sculptures
big and small

A coin-shaped sand sculpture is viewed from atop Mt Kotohiki in 
Kanonji, Japan. Photo: AFP

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

YANGON TO BANGKOK
MON PG 706 7:15 9:30

8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 18:20 20:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
TG 306 19:45 21:40

TUE PG 706 7:15 9:30
8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
PG 704 18:20 20:15
TG 306 19:45 21:40

WED PG 706 7:15 9:30
8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
PG 704 18:20 20:15
TG 306 19:45 21:40

THUR PG 706 7:15 9:30
8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
PG 704 18:20 20:15
TG 306 19:45 21:40

FRI PG 706 7:15 9:30
8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
PG 704 18:20 20:15
TG 306 19:45 21:40

SAT PG 706 7:15 9:30
8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
PG 704 18:20 20:15
TG 306 19:45 21:40

SUN PG 706 7:15 9:30
8M 335 9:00 10:45
TG 304 9:50 11:45
PG 702 10:30 12:25
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
Y5 237 18:05 19:50
PG 704 18:20 20:15
TG 306 19:45 21:40

YANGON TO DON MUENG
MON FD 2752 8:30 10:20

FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

TUE FD 2752 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

WED FD 2752 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

THUR FD 2752 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

FRI FD 2752 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

SAT FD 2752 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

SUN FD 2752 8:30 10:20
FD 2756 12:50 14:05
FD 2754 17:50 19:35

YANGON TO SINGAPORE
MON MI 509 0:25 5:00

8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
8M 6232/3K 586 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
MI 517 16:40 21:15

TUE MI 509 0:25 5:00
8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
3K 586 11:30 16:05
8M 6232/3K 586 11:15 15:50
VN 942 14:25 17:10
MI 517 16:40 21:15

WED 8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
8M 6232/3K 586 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
MI 517 16:40 21:15

THUR 8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
3K 586 11:30 16:05
8M 6232/3K 586 11:15 15:50
VN 942 14:25 17:10
MI 517 16:40 21:15

FRI 8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
3K 586 11:30 16:05
8M 6232/3K 586 11:30 16:05
8M 233 15:05 19:30
MI 517 16:40 21:15

SAT MI 509 0:25 5:00
8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
8M 6232/3K 586 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
8M 233 15:05 19:30
MI 517 16:40 21:15

SUN MI 509 0:25 5:00
8M 231 8:00 12:25
Y5 233 10:10 14:40
SQ 997 10:25 14:45
3K 586 11:30 16:05
8M 6232/3K 586 11:15 15:50
VN 942 14:25 17:10
8M 233 15:05 19:30
MI 517 16:40 21:15

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
MON 8M 501 7:50 11:50

AK 1427 8:30 12:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00

TUE AK 1427 8:30 12:50
8M 501 7:50 11:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00
MH 743 16:55 21:10

WED AK 1427 8:30 12:50
8M 501 7:50 11:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00

THUR AK 1427 8:30 12:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00

FRI AK 1427 8:30 12:50
8M 501 7:50 11:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00
MH 743 16:55 21:10

SAT AK 1427 8:30 12:50
8M 501 7:50 11:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00

SUN AK 1427 8:30 12:50
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 1425 16:45 21:00
MH 743 16:55 21:10

YANGON TO BEIJING
TUE CA 906 14:15 21:55
WED CA 906 14:15 21:55
THUR CA 906 14:15 21:55
SAT CA 906 14:15 21:55
SUN CA 906 14:15 21:55

YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
MON CZ 3056 17:40 22:15
TUE 8M 711 8:40 13:15
WED CZ 3056 11:20 15:50
THUR 8M 711 8:40 13:15
FRI CZ 3056 17:40 22:15
SAT CZ 3056 11:20 15:50
SUN 8M 711 8:40 13:15

YANGON TO TAIPEI
MON CI 7916 10:50 16:10
TUE CI 7916 10:50 16:10

BR 288 11:35 17:20
WED CI 7916 10:50 16:10
THUR CI 7916 10:50 16:10
FRI CI 7916 10:50 16:10

BR 288 11:35 17:20
SAT BR 288 11:35 17:20
SUN CI 7916 10:50 16:10

YANGON TO KUNMING
MON MU 2032 14:40 18:00
TUE CA 906 14:15 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00
WED MU 2012 12:20 18:10

CA 906 14:15 17:35
THUR CA 906 14:15 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00
FRI MU 2032 14:40 18:00
SAT CA 906 14:15 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00
SUN CA 906 14:15 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00

YANGON TO KOLKATA
MON AI 234 14:05 15:05
FRI AI 234 14:05 15:05

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
THUR W9 9607 14:20 16:10
SUN W9 9607 14:20 16:10

YANGON TO HANOI
MON VN 956 19:10 21:30
WED VN 956 19:10 21:30
FRI VN 956 19:10 21:30
SAT VN 956 19:10 21:30
SUN VN 956 19:10 21:30

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY
TUE VN 942 14:25 17:10
THUR VN 942 14:25 17:10
SUN VN 942 14:25 17:10

YANGON TO GAYA
MON 8M 601 7:00 8:20
WED 8M 601 7:00 8:20
FRI 8M 601 7:00 8:20
SAT 8M 601 7:00 8:20

YANGON TO DOHA
MON QR 619 8:15 11:15
THUR QR 619 8:15 11:15
FRI QR 619 8:15 11:15

YANGON TO PHNOM PENH
WED 8M 403 16:50 19:15
SAT 8M 403 16:50 19:15

YANGON TO SEOUL
MON KE 472 23:45 8:05+1:00
TUE KE 472 23:40 8:05+1:00
WED KE 472 23:40 8:05+1:00
THUR KE 472 23:40 8:05+1:00

0Z 770 0:35 9:10
FRI KE 472 23:40 8:05+1:00
SAT KE 472 23:40 8:05+1:00
SUN KE 472 23:40 8:05+1:00

0Z 4763 0:35 9:10

YANGON TO HONG KONG
MON KA 251 1:10 6:00
TUE KA 251 1:10 5:45
THUR KA 251 1:10 5:45
SAT KA 251 1:10 5:45

YANGON TO TOKYO
MON NH 914 21:30 06:40+1
WED NH 914 21:30 06:40+1
SAT NH 914 21:30 06:40+1

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
MON 8M 335 8:25 10:45
TUE 8M 335 8:25 10:45

TG 782 9:30 11:55
WED 8M 335 8:25 10:45
THUR 8M 335 8:25 10:45
FRI 8M 335 8:25 10:45

TG 782 9:30 11:55
SAT 8M 335 8:25 10:45

TG 782 9:30 11:55
SUN 8M 335 8:25 10:45

TG 782 9:30 11:55

MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE
MON 8M 335 8:25 15:15
TUE 8M 335 8:25 15:15
WED 8M 335 8:25 15:15
THUR 8M 335 8:25 15:15
FRI 8M 335 8:25 15:15
SAT 8M 335 8:25 15:15
SUN 8M 335 8:25 15:15

MANDALAY TO DON MUENG
MON FD 2761 12:45 15:00
TUE FD 2761 12:45 15:00
WED FD 2761 12:45 15:00
THUR FD 2761 12:45 15:00
FRI FD 2761 12:45 15:00
SAT FD 2761 12:45 15:00
SUN FD 2761 12:45 15:00

MANDALAY TO KUNMING
MON MU 2030 14:40 17:20
TUE MU 2030 14:40 17:20
WED MU 2030 14:40 17:20
THUR MU 2030 14:40 17:20
FRI MU 2030 14:40 17:20
SAT MU 2030 14:40 17:20
SUN MU 2030 14:40 17:20

MANDALAY TO GAYA
TUE 8M 603 11:10 12:15
THUR 8M 603 11:10 12:15
SUN 8M 603 11:10 12:15

BANGKOK TO YANGON
MON 8M 336 6:15 7:00

FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

Tue 8M 336 6:15 7:00
FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

WED 8M 336 6:15 7:00
FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

THUR 8M 336 6:15 7:00
FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

FRI 8M 336 6:15 7:00
FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

SAT 8M 336 6:15 7:00
FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

SUN 8M 336 6:15 7:00
FD 3770 7:15 8:00
TG 303 7:55 8:50
PG 701 8:50 9:40
TG 301 13:00 13:45
PG 703 16:45 17:35
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30
Y5 238 21:10 21:55

DON MUENG TO YANGON
MON FD 2751 7:15 8:00

FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

TUE FD 2751 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

WED FD 2751 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

THUR FD 2751 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

FD & AK = Air Asia IC = Indian Airlines Limited
TG = Thai Airways W9 = Air Bagan
8M = Myanmar Airways  International 3K = Jet Star
Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines AI = Air India
PG = Bangkok Airways QR = Qatar Airways
MI = Silk Air KE = Korea Airlines
VN = Vietnam Airline NH = All Nippon Airways
MH = Malaysia Airlines SQ = Singapore Airways
CZ = China Southern DE = Condor Airlines
CI = China Airlines MU=China Eastern Airlines
CA = Air China BR = Eva Airlines
KA = Dragonair DE = Condor
Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

International

Subject to change without notice

	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 	 Days	 Flight	 Dep	 Arr 

FRI FD 2751 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

SAT FD 2751 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

SUN FD 2751 7:15 8:00
FD 2755 11:10 11:45
FD 2753 16:35 17:20

SINGAPORE TO YANGON
MON SQ 998 7:55 9:20

3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 6231/3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 520 22:10 23:35
Y5 234 15:35 17:05
MI 518 14:20 15:45

TUE SQ 998 7:55 9:20
3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 6231/3K 585 8:55 10:25
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 518 14:20 15:45
Y5 234 15:35 17:05

WED SQ 998 7:55 9:20
3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 6231/3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 518 14:20 15:45
Y5 234 15:35 17:05

THUR SQ 998 7:55 9:20
8M 6231/3K 585 8:55 10:25
3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 518 14:20 15:45
Y5 234 15:35 17:05

FRI SQ 998 7:55 9:20
3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 6231/3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 518 14:20 15:45
Y5 234 15:35 17:05
8M 234 20:30 21:55
MI 520 22:10 23:35

SAT SQ 998 7:55 9:20
3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 6231/3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 518 14:20 15:45
Y5 234 15:35 17:05
8M 234 20:30 21:55
MI 520 22:10 23:35

SUN SQ 998 7:55 9:20
8M 6231/3K 585 8:55 10:25
3K 585 9:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:50
MI 518 14:20 15:45
Y5 234 15:35 17:05
8M 234 20:30 21:55
MI 520 22:10 23:35

BEIJING TO YANGON
TUE CA 905 8:05 13:15
WED CA 905 8:05 13:15
THUR CA 905 8:05 13:15
SAT CA 905 8:05 13:15
SUN CA 905 8:05 13:15

KAULA LUMPUR TO YANGON
MON AK 1426 6:55 8:00

MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

TUE AK 1426 6:55 8:00
MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
MH 742 14:45 15:55
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

WED AK 1426 6:55 8:00
MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

THUR AK 1426 6:55 8:00
MH 740 10:05 11:15
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

FRI AK 1426 6:55 8:00
MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
MH 742 14:45 15:55
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

SAT AK 1426 6:55 8:00
MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

SUN AK 1426 6:55 8:00
MH 740 10:05 11:15
MH 742 14:45 15:55
AK 1424 15:05 16:15

GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
MON CZ 3055 14:45 16:35
TUE 8M 712 14:15 15:50
WED CZ 3055 8:40 10:30
THUR 8M 712 14:15 15:50
FRI CZ 3055 14:45 16:35
SAT CZ 3055 8:40 10:30
SUN 8M 712 14:15 15:50

TAIPEI TO YANGON
MON CI 7915 7:00 9:50
TUE CI 7915 7:00 9:50

BR 287 7:45 10:35
WED CI 7915 7:00 9:50
THUR CI 7915 7:00 9:50
FRI CI 7915 7:00 9:50

BR 287 7:45 10:35
SAT BR 287 7:45 10:35
SUN CI 7915 7:00 9:50

KUNMING TO YANGON
MON MU 2031 13:30 13:55
TUE CA 905 12:40 13:15

MU 2031 13:30 13:55
WED CA 905 12:40 13:15

MU 2011 8:20 11:30
THUR CA 905 12:40 13:15

MU 2031 13:30 13:55
FRI MU 2031 13:30 13:55
SAT CA 905 12:40 13:15

MU 2031 13:30 13:55
SUN CA 905 12:40 13:15

MU 2031 13:30 13:55

KOLKATA TO YANGON
MON AI 227 10:35 13:20
FRI AI 227 10:35 13:20

CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
THUR W9 9608 17:20 18:10
SUN W9 9608 17:20 18:10

HANOI TO YANGON
MON VN 957 16:35 18:10
WED VN 957 16:35 18:10
FRI VN 957 16:35 18:10
SAT VN 957 16:35 18:10
SUN VN 957 16:35 18:10

HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
TUE VN 943 11:40 13:25
THUR VN 943 11:40 13:25
SUN VN 943 11:40 13:25

GAYA TO YANGON
MON 8M 602 9:20 12:30
WED 8M 602 9:20 12:30
FRI 8M 602 9:20 12:30
SAT 8M 602 9:20 12:30

BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
MON 8M 336 6:15 7:35
TUE 8M 336 6:15 7:35

TG 781 7:25 8:50
WED 8M 336 6:15 7:35
THUR 8M 336 6:15 7:35
FRI 8M 336 6:15 7:35

TG 781 7:25 8:50
SAT 8M 336 6:15 7:35

TG 781 7:25 8:50
SUN 8M 336 6:15 7:35

TG 781 7:25 8:50

SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
MON 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1
TUE 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1
WED 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1
THUR 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1
FRI 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1
SAT 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1
SUN 8M 336 16:05 7:35:00+1

GAYA TO MANDALAY
TUE 8M 604 13:15 16:20
THUR 8M 604 13:15 16:20
SUN 8M 604 13:15 16:20

DOHA TO YANGON
WED QR 618 21:05 07:00+1
THUR QR 618 21:05 07:00+1
SUN QR 618 21:05 07:00+1

PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
WED 8M 404 20:15 21:40
SAT 8M 404 20:15 21:40

SEOUL TO YANGON
MON KE 471 18:40 22:55
TUE KE 471 18:40 22:55
WED KE 471 18:40 22:55

0Z 769 19:50 23:25
THUR KE 471 18:40 22:55
FRI KE 471 18:40 22:55
SAT KE 471 18:40 22:55

0Z 769 19:50 23:25
SUN KE 471 18:40 22:55

TOKYO TO YANGON
MON NH 913 10:30 15:30
WED NH 913 11:10 17:05
SAT NH 913 11:10 17:05

HONG KONG TO YANGON
MON KA 250 21:45 23:30
WED KA 250 21:45 23:30
FRI KA 250 21:45 23:30
SUN KA 250 21:45 23:30

DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
MON FD 2760 10:50 12:15
TUE FD 2760 10:50 12:15
WED FD 2760 10:50 12:15
THUR FD 2760 10:50 12:15
FRI FD 2760 10:50 12:15
SAT FD 2760 10:50 12:15
SUN FD 2760 10:50 12:15

KUNMING TO MANDALAY
MON MU 2029 13:55 13:50
TUE MU 2029 13:55 13:50
WED MU 2029 13:55 13:50
THUR MU 2029 13:55 13:50
FRI MU 2029 13:55 13:50
SAT MU 2029 13:55 13:50
SUN MU 2029 13:55 13:50
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WEEKLY PREDICTIONS
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AQUARIUS	         Jan 20 - Feb 18
Exciting opportunities lie on the road 
ahead, but remember that so too do 
obstacles. Anticipation has a habit of 
setting you up, so measure your ex-
pectations accordingly. The key is not 
to hide the ugliness that often sits just 
on the surface, but to show the love 
and happiness in your nature and your 
soul. 

PISCES		    Feb 19 - March 20
Destiny is not what you are destined 
for, but it is the choices you make in 
life. You must not wait for those op-
portunities to wait for you, instead go 
to them yourself and seek them, know 
that you are the keeper of your own 
destiny. You are you, don’t attempt to 
take on another’s personality, but be 
confident in your own. 

ARIES		              Mar 21 - Apr 19
Good deeds never go unrewarded. Do some-
thing nice for someone. one about it, see how 
much better that makes Feel how beautiful, 
magical it feels to do something with sincerity 
and not receive something in return it. Remem-
ber, the best you ever had is just a memory.  
 
TAURUS		         Apr 20 - May 20
Those dreams weren’t as daft as they 
seemed, when you dreamed them up. 
Be noble to your emotions and open your 
heart and your mind to every opportunity, 
you never know where it may lead you. This 
real and strong and allows you to fulfill 
every desire you have ever had. 

GEMINI		         May 21 - June 20
Appreciate the beauty that life brings. Drink 
it in and smell it because it is all around 
you. Life may not make much sense some-
times, it might feel that love is not only blind 
but deaf, but keep strong and keep the faith 
and love will conquer and with willpower 
and faith.

CANCER		           Jun 21 - Jul 20  
I’ve seen your frown and it’s like looking 
down the barrel of a gun. And it goes off. 
Remember cuddles in the kitchen to get 
things off the ground. I know it seems 
hard to remember that on a day like to-
day when you’re all argumentative, and 
you’ve got the face on. Make the decision 
to stop wallowing in non-constructive 
sorrow and pity and instead work to-
wards your goals. Strive for them! Meet 
them! Build that mental snowball and 
turn that frown upside down. 

LEO		          Jul 23 - Aug 22
Don’t be the kind of fool that’s going to 
sit and sing a tune about stars. Some-
thing in your magnetism must have 
made it drop, but anyone who was led 
away into the other room stood pre-
tending. Go searching from the bottom 
to the top, for such a sight as the one 
I caught when I saw your fingers dim-
ming the lights, like you’re used to be-
ing told that you’re trouble.  

VIRGO		          Aug 23—Sep 22
Embrace the physical side of your relation-
ship. There are those times when there 
is nothing more to do than spend the day 
without stepping outside to catch the sun’s 
rays. Embrace those moments and enjoy 
them for what they are. If things don’t work 
out like it seemed they once might, embrace 
that too and be thankful for the friendship 
that has blossomed. 

LIBRA		            Sept 23 - Oct 22
Sometimes life just seems like a sad love 
song. You have to ask yourself if what’s hap-
pening is really what you want. Right now it 
may feel like you’re taking two steps back 
for every one step forward, and you’re going 
feel exhausted and frustrated by it all. Keep 
plugging along. The only way is forward. 

SCORPIO	                                    Oct 23 - Nov 21
Learning to let go is one of the biggest les-
sons you will ever learn. Discover what in-
spires you and gives you confidence. Under-
standing and a bit of patience will help seed 

professional developments in the direction 
you want to take. 

SAGITTARIUS	           Nov 22 - Dec 21
Let your hair down and party but also take 
the time to uncover the source of ongoing 
tension in your social life. It is important to 
maintain the image that you are in control. 
No human being can stand the mind-numb-
ing experience of his/her own powerless-
ness (and others can’t stand you being so 
pathetic). 

CAPRICORN	            Dec 22 - Jan 19
Grow up Capricorn! Cultivate a strong dose 
of humility and start being a little less self-
ish. There are beautiful love vibrations in the 
air. You might want to harness this instead of 
being so pessimistic. Find out what it’s like 
to care about someone other than yourself. 

AUNG MYIN KYAW
4th Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 09-731-35632
Email: williameaste@gmail.com

WILL OREMUS

FROM invisibility to 
superhuman strength, 
a wave of emerging 
technologies promises to 
give people powers once 

reserved for comic-book characters. 
Which raises the question: If humans 
become superhuman, will we turn out 
to be superheroes – or supervillains?

Batman uses human-enhancement 
technologies to fight crime, while the 
Joker uses them to wreak mayhem. 
For Peter Parker, the transformation 
into Spider-Man brings out a deep 
sense of social responsibility. For 
Otto Octavius, becoming Dr Octopus 
means becoming a vengeful megalo-
maniac.

Comic books typically explain 
the choices each character makes 
in response to the pressure of being 
extraordinary. But what if some 
types of powers lend themselves to   
searchers recruited volunteers for an 
experiment on how virtual superpow-
ers could influence moral decisions. 
Half were granted the power of flight, 
like Superman, while the others rode 
as passengers in a helicopter. Both 
groups succeeded in their mission, 
the rescue of a child.

After the simulation, an experi-
menter sat down to debrief each  

 
 
 
 
 
subject. 
As they talked, 
the experi-
menter “accidentally” 

knocked over a canister 
full of pens, then waited five seconds 
before beginning to pick them up. 
The volunteers in the helicopter 
group took an average of six seconds 
to start helping clean up the spill, and 
some didn’t pitch in at all. But those 
in the Superman group jumped right 
in, with most coming to the experi-
menter’s aid even before she started 
gathering the pens herself.

The findings suggest that acquir-
ing a superpower can spark benevo-
lent tendencies. Clinical psychologist 
Robin Rosenberg, who helped design 
the experiment, said its outcome sup-
ported her hypothesis that extraordi-
nary ability brings with it a responsi-
bility to help others.

But what if the researchers had 
given their subjects a different super-
power? 

It would be nice to think that mo-
rality emanates from the sheer good-
ness of people’s souls, but research 
has consistently shown that people 

behave 
far better 

when they think 
they’re being watched. 

That’s why Rosenberg, who 
has written a book on the psy-
chology of superheroes, draws 
a distinction between visible 
powers and stealth powers. Soaring 
above the masses is a highly con-
spicuous activity, so it would behoove 
the flyer to be on his best behavior. 
X-ray vision is stealthier.

The ultimate stealth power, of 
course, is invisibility. Its promise 
is that of impunity – the ability to 
do things that would otherwise get 
you in trouble.  Powers like mind 
control also seem to lend themselves 
to abuse. Mind-reading would be 
similarly invasive.

Other powers, like supreme intel-
ligence, time travel and indestruct-
ibility, could be employed equally 
for good or ill. Likewise incredible 
strength, which Bruce Banner’s Hulk 
uses mostly for good but which also 
bedevils him by amplifying the conse-
quences of his rage.

That example suggests another 
way of looking at the risks and bene-
fits of human-enhancement technolo-
gies. By definition, they enable people 
to transcend their natural limitations. 
Imagine the panic that would ensue  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
if  

hypothetical super-
powers like mind-reading suddenly 
became widely available.

We have jet packs, but they’re 
grossly impractical. Headlines about  
real-life invisibility cloaks tend to be 
exaggerated. Muscle suits are only 
useful for people with disabilities. 
Brain-computer interfaces let you 
move things with your mind, but only 
if you’re willing to undergo brain sur-

gery. Promises of super-longevity or 
immortality are premature.

That said, each of these human-
enhancement technologies are 
progressing along a path that could 
someday lead to real-world viability. 
Before they do, it might be wise to 
think about whether each one is likely 
to make people better – or just more 
potent. – Slate           

Superhero or
supervillatin?



Computer
MONEY CHANGER 
System software for 
Computer System : 
Multiple currency, Buy 
& Sale Currency with 
receipt voucher, Enable 
more feature.Ph:09-
730-75931,zinmyintzx@
gmail.com

OUR SERVICE & 
Solution: SOHO Network 
System. Wireless LAN 
Wi-Fi Network. Campus 
LAN Wireless Solution. 
Point to Point or Point 
to Multipoint Network. 
LAN, MAN, WAN Design 
and Implementation. 
CCTV, IP Camera LAN, 
WAN Solution. Regular 
Preventive Maintenance 
Check & Contract 
Service. Network 
solution For Managing, 
Monitoring, Maintaining, 
Security, Analyzing, 
etc. Strong Server 
Configuration. Print 
Server Configuration. 
Branded Server 
Configuration. Another 
World (IT Solution 
Provider).352/366, B-9, 
2nd Flr, Mahar Bandoola 
Garden St (Upper), 
Kyauktada, Yangon. Tel: 
09-732-48398, Email: 
ano therwor ld .mm@
gmail.com

CAN Technical Solution. 
Computer Maintenance. 
Network Solution. CCTV. 
PABX. Finger Print. 
Door Lock. Fire Alarm. 
PA. Hotel BMS System. 
Address: No.39, Htarnar 
St, Ahlone, Yangon. Ph: 
228673, 09-730-93068, 
09-4253-72631.

COMPUTER Home 
Special Basic Computer 
Knowledge & Using, 
Graphic Design  & Other 
Applications Courses.  
Call us on 09-4500-59037

COMPUTER #1 system 
unit only MB-478,CPU-
I n t e l 2 . 6 , R A M - 5 1 2 
MB, HDD-80G, AGP-
128MB,Casing/PSU, 
Ks.65000. #2 System 
unit only CPU-AMD 
Dual Core 1.6, RAM-
1GB,HDD-160G,PCI 
Express-128MB, Casing/
PSU,Ks.85000. #3 PC 
One Set Viewsonic 20" 
Monitor, MB-775, CPU-
Intel Dual Core 2.8, 
RAM-2GB, HDD-500G, 
Casing/PSU,UPS & 
Speaker,Ks.250,000. 
Pls call : 09-4200-22649 
(Negotiable)

CALL Any Time Software 
House If you need 
computerized solution 
for your bussiness, pls 
contact us. We are here 
to assist for customized 
application, statistic web 
page, CMS web page 
and mobile application 
software according 
to your requirements. 
Your pleasure is our 
achievement. www.
callanytime.herobo.com 
callanytime.mm@gmail.
com Ph: 09-421132883, 
09-421037673

( HD {Game,app} install 
iPhone, iPod touch 
6000ks, iPad 8000ks) iOS 
upgrade,All iDevices iOS 
6.1 full jailbreak coming 
up, ( iTunes US account 
open- HD game, app 
download) Gmail account 
open, Ph: :09-514-7480

Education
FOR IGCSE ( Cambridge & 
Edexcel ) and Secondary 
Students Regular tuition 
class, Home tuition 
class, Exam preparation 
intensive class. All 
subjects available. Call: 
Pyae Phyo Kyaw : 09-
508-8683

SPECIAL for Physics 
IGCSE courses  

Tr.Kaung Myat BE(PE). 
P h : 0 9 - 7 3 1 - 4 2 0 2 0  
kaungmya too251@
gmail.com

EDUCATION for primary 
level English, Maths 
Science, Geography, 
History, English 
Language,Myanmar 
Language. Teacher 
Caroline. Ph: 552317 
Call for Teacher Caroline, 
Teacher Chaw Chaw

GUIDE for young learners 
international school 
subjects if you need to 
coach your child, you 
are welcome to contact 
us. We are ready to 
support with following 
subjects,  English, Maths, 
Geography History, 
Science, Social English 
Language, Myanmar 
Language, ph : 552317. 
Call for Teacher Caroline

IGCSE : Eng, Maths, Pure 
Maths, Phys and Chem 
are taught. Small-sized 
class. Ph: 09-513-9298, 
09-732-55281. 

TUTORING on Biology & 
English for private school 
students. Pls call : 09-506-
0800 for more info.

SPECIAL for Maths: 
Geometry, Algebra I, 
Algebra II, Pre calculus, 
Advanced calculus, Tr. 
Kaung Myat BE (PE) to 
help you cut study time, to 
solve home problem skills, 
to achieve your personal 
best on exams, to improve 
your comprehension 
& reduce the time you 
need to spend studying. 
Ph:09-731-42020, Email: 
kaungmya too251@
gmail.com

LITERATURE study for 
IB & SAT up to12 Grade. 
External students can  
practice  to sit on SAT , 
GMAT preparation can 
also be inquire .Beginner 
or intermediate Spanish 
and French language 
practicing & study. It is 
right to enjoy reading 
classic and persuaded 
writing ,critical thinking 
and world culture .If you 
had tried as much as you 
can to follow the lesson 
and  you will get good 
experiences and skill 
.This program will help 
you capability and fill 
your luck of knowledge. 
U Thant Zin, 28, 3B, 
Thatipahtan St, Tamwe. 
Ph:09-503-5350, 01- 
547442, 09-310 21314 

PART TIME study guide 
7:00 ~ 9:00 Pm. Ph: 09-
420-106628.

FOR INTERNATIONAL 
school's students All 
subjects (Grade 1 to Grade 
4) Only Maths specialized 
(Grade 1 to Grade 6).   Ph: 
09-420-087050.

Expert Services
REAL ESTATE :  We have 
Lands for sale suitable 
for making Industrial 
buildings in large area. 
Buyers can Contact Us on 
09-450059037. (There is 
no pay for Agents & Third 
party  Warmly welcome 
the buyers)

GSM/CDMA line cards 
with or without Internet 
are available now. With 
complete documents 
that foreigners can easily 
manipulate. Contact 09 
310 65271 for pricing.

HOME DECORATION if 
you need how to decorate 
your home  please do 
contact  ph:552317 Ma 
Pan Nu

For Sale
99% NEW SONY Xperia 
Z With Original Box & 
Accessories 11 Month 
Warranty Card. Price : 
460000. Ph : 09-4500-
39844. 

IPHONE 5 64GB 
Black Official Unlock 
With Original Box & 
Accessories 6 Month 
Warranty. Price : 695000.
Ph : 09-4500-39844

99% NEW SONY Xperia 
Ion Wiith Original Box & 
Accessories (Red Color) 
Price : 230000 HTC 
One X 32GB Black With 
Original Accessories 
Price : 280000. Ph : 09-
501-6694

ACER 4752 Intel Core 
i3 Ram 6GB H.D.D 
500GB Display 14" Price 
: 330000. Ph : 01-248076

IPAD Mini 32 Wifi+4G 7 
Month Warranty Price 
: 460000. iPad Mini 
16GB+4G. 8 Month 
Warranty. iPad 2 32GB 
Wifi. Price : 300000. Ph 
: 09-501-6694

IPHONE 5 64GB 
Black Official Unlock 
With Original Box & 
Accessories 6 Month 
Warranty. Price : 695000.
Ph : 09-4500-39844. 

99% NEW ASUS K45VM 
Intel Core i7 Ram 8GB  
H.D.D 750 Graphic 
2GB 2-year & 8 Month 
Warranty Card. Price : 
620000. Ph : 01-248076

URBEATS. beats by dr. 
dre (earphones) -- 100% 
brand new complete 
with box and plastic 
wrapped. Price 120000 
ks. Interested parties pls 
contact 09420022777.

99% New Sony Xperia 
Ion Wiith Original Box & 
Accessories (Red Color) 
Price : 230000 Ph : 09-
501-6694

IPAD Mini 32 Wifi+4G 7 
Month Warranty Price 
: 460000. iPad 2 32GB 
Wifi Price : 300000. Ph : 
09-501-6694

IPHONE 4G 16GB Japan 
Lock No Phone Call Price 
: 150000. Ph : 09-4500-
39844

SAMSUNG Galaxy Tab 2 
7.0 (16GB) With Original 
Box & Accessories (6 
Month Warranty Card) 
Price : 230000. Ph : 09-
4500-39844.

(1)MAZDA DEMIO 
2007 model 1300 Cc 
W,AC,Navi,TV,DVD) 
BB/----Price: 97 lakhs 
(2)Toyota Corolla Van 
1997 model 1500 Cc 
BB/---- price: 70 lakhs 
+slip(3)Toyota Mark 
II 2004 model 2000 
Cc 35th Anniversary 
S,PW,AC,Navi,TV,Back 
Camera) Price: 170 
lakhs + slip (4)(AC, 
Navi,TV,Back Camera)   
Price: 170 lakhs + slip. 
Ph: 09-492-75744

MCWILL [ 1MB, CPE Wifi 
with external antenna]Ph: 
09-44-800-6520

CAR Make of Car : 
Toyota Fortuner. Model 
: 2006. Colour : White. 
Condition: fairly good. 
Interested person may 
contact Ms.Thazin - Tel: 
01-516-952

IPHONE 4G 16GB Japan 
Lock No Phone Call  Price 
: 150000. Ph : 09-4500-
39844

LENOVO G360 Intel 

Core i3 Ram 4GB H.D.D 
500GB Graphics 1GB  
Display 14" Red Colour ( 
Like New). Price : 300000. 
Ph : 09-4500-39844i

IPHONE 5 64GB Black, 
iPhone 5 32GB Black , 
iPhone 5 16GB White, 
Ph : 09-4500-39-884

SAMSUNG Galaxy S4 
Black With Original Box 
& Accessories. Price : 
580000. Ph : 09-4500-
39844

SONY VAIO VGN-CR35 
Intel Core 2 Duo Ram 
3GB H.D.D 250GB 
Graphics 256MB. Display 
14" Black Colour ( Like 
New) . Price : 230000. 
Ph : 09-4500-39844.

(1)GENERATOR set 
(Caterpillar Brand) 1 set, 
Engine Model - 3412 (2) 
2.5 Ton Forklift (TCM 
Brand) 1 No, Machina 
Model- FA 25D. Ph: 
618290, 618291.

GALAXY NOTE 2(brand 
new) 470,000ks, Ph: 09-
431-84138

NEW IPAD 16GB Wifi+4G 
3 Month Warranty. Price : 
400000. iPad 2 16GB Wifi 
Only. Price : 250000. Ph : 
09-501-6694

ACER ASPIER 4740 Intel 
Core i5 Ram 2GB H.D.D 
320GB Finger Print 
Display 14" Blue Colour ( 
Like New) Price : 350000. 
Ph : 01248076

NEW IPAD 16GB Wifi+4G  
3 Month Warranty  Price : 
400000. iPad 2 16GB Wifi 
Only. Price : 250000. Ph : 
09-501-6694

NEW IPAD 3 32GB (Black) 
Excellent Condition With 
Cable and Charger 
Full HD Game & App 
installed Ready to use 
Price - 380000 Ph:- 09-
730-48106

SAMSUNG Galaxy Note 
GT-N7000 Price : 300000 
Samsung S3 Mini  Price : 
210000. Ph: : 094-5003-
9844

TOSHIBA Qosmio F750 
3D Laptop Intel Core i7 
Ram 4GB  H.D.D 640GB 
Graphics 2GB Display 
15.6" Red Colour (Like 
new) Price : 600000. Ph 
: 09-501-6694

IPHONE 5 32GB Black  
10 Month Warranty Price 
: 625000. iPhone 5 16GB 
Black. 8 Month Warranty. 
Price : 525000. Ph : 09-
450-03984

DELL Inspiron N5110  Intel 
Core i7 Ram 8GB H.D.D 
640GB Graphics 1GB 
Display 15.6" Red Colour 
(Like New) Price : 550000. 
Ph : 09-501-6694.

MATTRESS rubber, Kings 
size, 200 x 190 x 12.  Two 
years old, good order, 
60,000 k ONO. Palm 
Village, Yankin, Yangon.   
email only.  pl8ts@
hotmail.com

General
SAFARI Phone Software 
& Hardware Service, Ph: 
09-504-1229.

HTET, Jade & Jewellery 
Shop, Ph: 09-504-9892, 
09-500-9219.

Language
JAPANESE LANGUAGE  
center : Tokyo School, 
Learn Japanese 
Language & Bisiness 
Centre : Rm 707, 7 
Flr, Yuzana Tower, 
Shwe Gone Dine, 
Bahan. Ph: 01-558171. 
Email:actualtokyomax@
gmail.com

ENGLISH Classes: English 
for Young Learners & 
Adult. General English 
(4 skills). Foundation 
English Course. Business 
English Course. One 
to One, Special class & 
Home. Sa Ya Zaw Myo 
Win, Ph: 09-730-26906.

TEACHING Myanmar 
language (4 Skills) for 
foreigners Near Myay Ni 
Gone City Mart  Ph: 09-
4200-30 782 

HLC, High Language 
Centre. Hindi, English 
& Myanmar. (Writing, 
Reading & Speaking) by 
an Expert Teacher. Ph: 
09-4210-98790.

MYANMAR Language 
teaching for Foriengers. 
It is 24 hours teaching in 
a month. Teacher Htay 
Win, Ph: 09-4252-95641.

A FOREIGN Language 
tutor is available for 
learners, residing at 
Kyaukmyaung area. 
Pls contact Saya David, 
personally at 44, Athoka 
St, 3rd flr (left), Nat 
chaung Ward, Tamwe 
between 6 & 7 pm. 

MYANMAR LANGUAGE 
Training Course For 
Foreigners, Contact: 
09-518-1316 or 09-731-
27074 for Registration.

GLOBAL Enchanting 
Education Centre. 
English Class for Mom. 
IELTS. General English. 
Business English. 
Registration Now! 
Contact: 09-732-24316, 
09-731-27074, 01-
2305534.

FOR FOREIGNERS, If 
you would like to learn 
spoken Myanmar at your 
home. And who need 
study guide for children 
who are studying at 
English school. feel free 
to ask by yourself. Ph: 09-
517-9125

SAYA DENNIS Special  
:  English Four skills 
(Intro-Advanced) , IELTS 
(Foundation & Prepa 
ration) , communi cative 
skill in English, English 
for Grade 11, Business 
English, Job Interview 
and affair. Ph: 09-401-
604365

Training 
FOR TENNIS learners & 
trainees, the most talent 
and experienced tennis 
trainer of the holder 
of international tennis 
licensed trainer will guide 
and train you at your 
convenient time. The 
training fee is 2,500 Ks. 
per hour excluding other 
cost like ball picker and 
court fee. Contact : Phoe 
Htaung 09-866-6501.

Travel
NYAN MYINT THU Car 
Rental Service : Ko 
Nyan Myint Win Kyi 
(MD) - No 56, Bo Ywe 
St, Latha Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Ph : (+95)01-
246551, 01-375284. 
Hp: (+95)09-2132778.
il:nyanmyintthu1983@
gmail.com, nmt@
nyanmyintthucarrental.
com, colwinkyi@
gmail.com. Web:www.
nyanmyintthucarrental.
com

NATTHMEE Classical 
Travels Taunggyi-Inly-
Kalaw-Pindaya    2 star rate 
hotels + Transportation + 
breakfast,lunch,Dinner  
Package Trip for 4 night 
5 days  180000 kyats for 
one person. Chaungtha 
Beach  HotelMax,Belle 
Resort + Transportation 
+ breakfast,lunch,Dinner 
65000 kyats for 1 person.
(1 night ) 120000 kyats for 
one person (2 night) Ph: 
09-4500-59037.

SHAN YOMA Travels & 
Tours Co., Ltd : Winner 
of Tourism Alliance 
Awards for 2011 & 2012. 
Arranging all tourism 
related services.124/126, 
50th St, 295510, 299389. 
www.exploremyanmar.
com

TO FOREIGNERS, TAXI 
service with an English 
speaker. Feel free to ask 
by yourself. Ph: 09 -517-
9125

Public Notices
ANY PROBLEM with your 
company? (or) Want to 
improve your company 
with systematic and 
international process? 
(or) Want to expand your 
company? Just implement 
your company through 
Project Management. 
The Trainers are from 
internationally well 
experienced & included 
consultancy service. 
Pls contact to : U Than 
Lwin, Managing Director, 
Myanmar Access 
International Co., Ltd. 
Ph:09-730- 39536. Email 
: zinminpon@gmail.com 
www.bridgit.biz

Want To Buy
IPHONE 5/4S /4 iPad 
4/3/2/ Mini iPod 5/4/ 
Macbook Pro Macbook 
Air Samsung Note 1/2 
S2 /S3/S4& Any Laptop. 
Ph: 09-45003-98-44

IPHONE 5 , 4S, 4, 3GS, 
3G iPod 5, 4, iPad 4, 3, 
2, Mini Wifi & Wifi+3G 
Samsung S2, S3, S4, 
Grand, Note 1, Note 2,  
Note 8.0, Any Samsung 
Tablet  Sony Xperia Z, T, 
TX, Ion, S, SL, Acro S, 
J, P, U, E, V, Sola  HTC 
Butterfly, One, One X, 
One X Plus, XL, XE, 
Desire VC  HUAWEI 
Ascend D2, P1,  U9508, 
U8951D, U8950, 
U8812D, U8825D,  Mac 
book Pro , Macbook Air, 
iMac, Any Laptop. Ph: 
09-4500-39844.

General Property

HousingforRent
(1)NEAR AUNG SAN 
CITY MART, condo 1500 
Sqft  2 MBR, 1SR, US$ 
2222 (2) Near Hle tan 
new bridge, Diamond 
condo, 1200 Sqft,  2 
bed room,US$ 1111 (3) 
New University avenue 
condo , 2300 Sqft ,3  
bed room. US$ 2500(4) 
Chaung Tar condo,with 
swimming pool. 2000 
Sqft, 2 bed room, fully 
furnish, US$ 2777 (5)
Strand Rd, near Strand 
Hotel, condo 2300 Sqft, 
3 bed room, US$ 2134 
(6) 9 Mile , U Mg Mg Soe 
St, 4200 Sqft 2 RC, 4 bed 
room, US$ 2134 . Ph: , 
09- 4211 77 105.

(1)PANSODAN ST 
condo, near Ruby Mart, 
1250 Sqft .2 bed room, 
fully furnish.US$ 1667 (2) 
Bo Myat Tun St condo,  
good place.1500Sqft, 2 
bed room, fully furnish 
US$2000 (3)Shwe gon 
dine St condo, good 
place 1200 Sqft, 1 MBR, 
fully furnish US$ 900 .(4)
Near Taw win shopping 
mall condo, 1500 Sqft, 2 
MBR, US$1667 (5) Near 
Park Royal hotel, Bo yar 
nyunt condo,1200 Sqft, 
1MBR,1SR.US$1111. 
Ph: 09-4921 4276

B A H A N , U n i v e r s i t y 
Avenue, compound 85 
by 120, 3 MB, 1 reading 
room, living room, 
dinning room, kitchen, 
servant quarter, BBQ 
house in the garden, ph, 
3AC . $ 5000. Contact 
info - 09-513-7802, 01-
534542

MAYANGONE, Kabaaye 
Gamonepwint Condo,  
1850 sqft, 1 MBR, 2BR, 
4 AC, Fully furniture, 
4 Flr, Lift, Car parking, 
internet line. Teak 
Parquet, Teak cabinet, 
Cold/Hot water,  Ph: 
09-5199565(English), 
09-5102285. Pls contact 
directly, No broker.

YANKIN CENTER, 1450 
Sqft, 1 MB , 2 SB , 1 
Landline Telephone , 4 
A/C, 1 Washing M/C, 1 
Fridge, 1 gas stove, 1 
heater, fully furnished, 
satellite. Contact : 09-
732-44933

APARTMENT in pearl 
condo , 2BR , 1 study 
room , 1300 Sqft. 3 air 
cons /fully furnished. No 
Agent Fees. Price/ 2200 
usd / month. contact / Ma 
Thida : Ph:09-501-8134

YANKIN, Yankin Centre, 
3 bed rooms, tile 
floor, 1560 Sqft, fully 
furnished, satellite, 
generator, (Foreigner 
only) Contact: 09-732-
44933.

(1)THEIN PHYU ST (For 
show room or Office) 
2500 Sqft. for 2 Flr. USD 
5800. (2)Inya Rd (Near 
American club) (45' x 50') 
2RC,  3MBR,1SR. USD 
4000. (3)Inya Rd (Near 
Sakura Residence)       (50' 
x 100') 6 MBR. 3 RC. USD 
10000. (4)Golden Valley, 
90' x 110', 2 RC. 4MBR. 

USD 8000. (5)Golden 
Valley, Than Lwin small 
lane, 60' x 100', 3RC.   
USD 4500.  Ph : 09-492-
14276. 09- 4211-77105. 
09-420 114749.

KYAUKTADA, (1)
Pansodan St (Condo)      
1500 Sqft, 1 MBR, 2SR. 
1750 USD. (2)Pansodan 
St (Condo) Near City Mark. 
1500 Sqft, 1MBR, 2SR, 
2300 USD. (3)Diamond 
Condo (Near Hlae Tan 
Bridge) 1200 Sqft, 1MBR, 
1SR. 1300 USD (4)Near 
UNDP Office  (750 Sqft) 
(3+4) Flr.Hall Type. USD 
800. (5)Near Taw Win 
Shapping Mall.(Condo). 
1375 Sqft, 2MBR, 1SR  , 
Very good location USD 
1800.Ph : 09-492-14276. 
09-4211- 77105.

BAHAN, (1)New 
University Rd, 80' x 60', 
2 storey new house. Ks 
45 lakhs. (2)Moe Myint 
San Condo, 2400 sqft, 
f f, 5 A/C, 30 Lakhs (3)
Pearl Condo, 1750 sqft, 
1 MB, 2 BR, 5 A/C, f f, 25 
lakhs. Call Maureen: 09-
518-8320.

YANKIN, Moe Kaung Rd, 
50' x 90' RC, 1 storey 
house. 25 lakhs. Maureen 
: 09-5188320.

HLAING, (647), # 8-C, Inya 
View Condominium, Pyay 
Rd. Ph: 09-4200-35206, 
09-4200-767665. (No 
Agents).

BAHAN, University 
Avenue compound 85' x 
120', 3 MBR,  1 reading 
room,  living room, dinning 
room, kitchen, servant 
quarter,  BBQ house in 
the garden, ph, 3AC. Ph: 
09-513-7802, 534542.

APARTMENT at Pearl 
Condo     Block-B, Kabaye 
Pagoda Rd, Sqft 1750, 
1MB, 2BR, 4AC, Fully 
furnished, Heater, Ext ph. 
2500 USD. Ph:  09-516-
4684,09-514-1315.

HousingforSale
BAHAN, Pearl Condo (D), 
15th Flr, 1500sqft, Corner 
Room, Fully furnished, 4 
Air-con, 2BR, 1MBR. 
Suitable for foreigner, 
reasonable price, 
1'350 US$. contact no: 
Burmese: 09-511-1032; 
English: 09-515-2532

MAYANGONE, 9 miles, 
Bonyarna Lane (50”x 
70”x 65”¬) garden with 
including house. (3700 
Lakhs) House for Sales 
by Owner no agent pls. 
Ph: 09-503-6519.

BAGAN, 5.13 acre Land 
for hotel development. 
5.10 min from the 
Bangan airport.Ph: 09-
421-012489.

SANCHAUNG, 12.5’ x 
55’, 2 Flr, 1 A/C. 1 ine ph. 
350 Lakhs. Negotiable.  
Ph:09- 501-2801, 519 268

MAYANGONE, 9 miles 
Bonyarna Lane, 50'x 70' 
garden with including 
house (3700 Lakhs) no 
agent pls. Ph: 09-503-
6519, 09-421-029911.

iPhone 4G 16GB Japan 
Lock, No Phone Call, 
Price : 150000, PH : 
09450039844

HOW TO GET A FREE AD
BY FAX	 : 01-254158
BY EMAIL	 : classified@myanmartimes.com.mm, advertising@myanmartimes.com.mm
BY MAIL	 : 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw St, Kyauktada Township, Yangon.

HOW TO GET MORE BUSINESS FROM
AS LITTLE AS K.5,000. 

BUY SPACE ON THESE PAGES
CALL: Khin Mon Mon Yi - 01-392676, 392928

FREE



Embassy
THE EMBASSY of the 
Republic of Korea is 
looking for energetic 
Security Guards. The 
application must be  
Excellent interpersonal 
skills anf good command 
of oral communication in 
English and Myanmar 
Languages;  The 
ability to work as part 
of a team; The ability 
to work flexible hours; 
Experience & knowledge 
of securityprocedure will 
be advantage. Submit 
your application form 
with a recently taken 
photo to No 97, University 
Avenue, Bahan. For 
more information, call 
01-527142~144 in office 
hour. 

UN Positions
IOM Int'l Organization for 
Migration is seeking(1) 
Microscopist - Malaria in 
Myawaddy, Kayin State: 
Myanmar national. Able 
to speak local languages 
would be considered 
as an advantage. 
High school or higher 
education. (2) Mobile 
Clinic Laboratory 
Technician in 
Myawaddy, Kayin State: 
Myanmar national. Able 
to speak local languages 
would be considered an 
advantage. Laboratory 
technician (Grade II). 
Direct experience on 
microscopic training 
on malaria. Pls submit 
CV to IOM Mission 
in Myanmar-Yangon. 
12th Flr, Traders Hotel, 
No.223, Sule Pagoda 
Rd, Yangon. Email: 
iomyangon@iom.int, 
Websi te:ht tp: / /www.
iom.int

IOM Int'l Organization for 
Migration is seeking (1)
Community Service 
Provider in Thaton, Bilin, 
Kyaikto & Ye Townships 
in Mon State: Must have 
a client-oriented, result-
oriented mind-set & 
uphold the programme 
values of caring, 
innovating, partnering, 
demonstrating competen 
ce & working for positive 
change. Able to spend up 
to 80% of the time travel 
to remote, hard-to-reach 
areas to accomplish 
his/her responsibilities 
as noted in this TOR. 
Myanmar plus Kayin 
and/or language pro 
ficiency. (2)Senior 
Driver/ Mechanic: 
Myanmar National. Valid 
Driving License. 3 years 
experience as a driver 
with safe driving record. 
Strong Mechanical know 
ledge. Good knowledge 
of written & spoken 
English.  Pls submit  
CV to IOM Mission in 
Myanmar - Yangon. 
12th Flr, Traders Hotel, 
No.223, Sule Pagoda 
Rd, Yangon. Email: 
iomyangon@iom.int, 
Website: http://www.
iom.int

IOM Int'l Organization for 
Migration is seeking(1) 
Treasury Assistant in 
Mawlamyine, Mon State: 
Academic background in 
Business Administration 
or related field. 2 years of 
progressive experience 
in related field. Excellent 
computer skills. (2) DRR 
Community Project 
Assistant in South-
East Region (Thaton/ 
Bilin Tsp, Mon State) 
. (3)Medical Doctor 
(Officer) - HIV/AIDS 
in Mawlamyine,  Mon 
State : Advanced 
university degree in 
Nursing, Public Health or 
Medicine (must have a 
valid license to practice). 
Strong management 
skills are necessary, 
domonstrated by 3 
years experience. Good 
in English & Myanmar 
(Speaking Mon &/or Mon 
would be an advantage). 
Computer literacy.  Pls 
submit application to 
IOM Mission in Myanmar 
-Yangon, 12th Flr, 
Traders Hotel :.223, Sule 
Pagoda Rd, Yangon. 
Email: iomyangon@
iom.int, Website: http://
www.iom.int 

Overseas
WORKING at the Baron 
Bakery, 2/112 Ballandella 
Rd, Pendle Hill, NSW 
2145, Sydney, Australia 
: Must have or Minimum 
English requirement 
is IELTS average 5 or 
above for submission to 
immigration. Prefer Male 
and under 30 year age. 
Prefer with experience at 
the local bakery or the 
hotel bakery. Minimum 
3 years contract to 
get the PR visa. Send 
application to Email : 
info@baronbakery.com.
au, &  fredgyi@krasu.net 
Ph : 02 9631 3000, 61 
400 836 164

Ingo Positions
AMDA is seeking a 
dedicated person to 
work as  (1) A Program 
Officer for Yangon 
Office. University 
Medical degree with 
3 years programming 
experiences in 
relevant sectors (INGO 
experience would be 
an asset). Excellent in 
English and Myanmar 
communication both 
spoken & written. 
Strong computer skill.
(2) CDF (Community 
Development Facilitator) 
1 post in Kokang. 
Minimum high school 
level of government 
school (10th Standard 
passed). Prefer 
Fluent in Kokang and 
Myanmar languages 
(reading & writing), 
Fluent in Palaung or 
Myaung Zee (Pae Pu) 
is more eligible. 1 year 
experience, background 
& knowledge about the 
community development 
activities or relevant 
fields. Pls enclose a C.V., 
copies of testimonials 
(references) & passport  
photo to  Khin NyoYee, 
Senior Officer, Admin/ 
Finance Unit, AMDA 
Myanmar Country Office, 
19 B, Thukhawaddy Rd, 
Yankin, Tel: 578353, 
Email: amda@mptmail.
net.mm Closing date : 
31st May 2013.

MEDECINS Sans Frontiers 
- Holland (AZG) is seeking 
Translator 3 posts in 
Sittwe: Good command of 
English & Myanmar. Good 
Computer skill. Pls send 
your application letter, CV 
and passport  photo, copies 
of education qualifications 
and references to: MSF-
Holland/ AZG (Yangon 
Coordination), No.62A, 
Bawdiyeiktha-Thanlwin 
Rd, Bahan, Yangon. or 
through msfh.myanmar.
recru i tment@gmai l , 
Closing date: 3rd June, 
2013.

ACTION CONTRE la 
Faim Myanmar (ACF-
Myanmar) is seeking 
motivated & experienced 
(1) Programme 
Manager (Food security 
/ Livelihoods / WaSH) for 
Maungdaw/Buthidaung, 
Rakhine State.Basic 
skills in Agronomy and/or 
economy and/or WASH, 
4 years professional 
experiences(in Program 
me Management of 
Rural Development 
activities (Agriculture 
and/or social sciences or 
engineering),Analytical 
capacity, Capacity to 
supervise a team, Good 
human relations, Good 
knowledge of projects 
implementation & 
command of PCM tools, 
Computer knowledge, 
Good command in 
English (spoken, read, 
written). Pls send 
application (cover letter, 
CV, references) to ACF 
Office, No 78(D), Than 
Lwin Rd, Bahan, Yangon 
ORVia an e-mail:   jobs.
acf.mya@gmail.com

MYANMAR Red Cross 
Society is seeking (1)
Epidemic Preparedness 
Project Officer 1 post in 
Nay Pyi Taw: University 
degree. In good mental 
&  phyiscal health. 
Good computer literacy. 
Effective English language 
skill.  (2)Program Officer 
(CBHFA) 1 post in Nay 
Pyi Taw : Any graduate.  
Good computer know 

ledge . Effective English 
language skill. (3)
Training Officer (Water 
Safety) 1 post in Nay Pyi 
Taw: University degree in 
any field and must finish 
Water Safety (TOT) 
Training with Grade-A. 
2 years experience in 
training or other related 
field. Computer literate. 
(4)Township Branch 
Capacity Building 
Officer 1 post in Nay Pyi 
Taw: University degree 
or diploma related to 
the position. 3 to 5 years 
experiences. Effective 
both Myanmar & English 
Language skills (Written 
and Oral). Good Computer 
literate . Good knowledge 
of Red Cross Movement 
principles. (5) Livelihood 
Officer 1 post in Sittwe: 
University degree. 
2 years experience. 
Effective both Myanmar 
& English Language 
skills . Computer literate. 
(6)DRR Program 
Coordinator 1 post in 
Nay Pyi Taw: University 
degree & Diploma related 
to the position. 2 years of 
relevant experiences. 
Very good computer 
literate. Effective English 
& Myanmar language 
. Pls submit a letter of 
application, relevant 
documents , CV,  1 
passport photo (Cover 
letter CV documents 
only need to be sent via 
e-mail) to U Khin Maung 
Hla, Executive Director, 
Myanmar Red Cross 
Society, Nay Pyi Taw 
mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com before 31st 
May 2013.

THE INT'L HIV/AIDS 
Alliance is seeking a 
Regional Advisor 
to provide technical 
oversight and support to 
the delivery of the Link 
Up programme. The 
successful candidate 
will ensure that project-
specific objectives, 
strategies and technical 
support, are relevant 
to the entire portfolio of 
Alliance HIV/SRH efforts 
in the region. Importantly, 
the Regional Advisor will 
be responsible for the 
strategic and operational 
oversight of the 
programme in their region.
The ideal candidate will be 
highly motivated, flexible, 
capable of working both 
independently & as 
part of a team. A strong 
commitment to HIV, 
Health and Human Rights 
is essential, along with 
the ability to represent 
the Alliance at a senior 
level. For more details 
on this post, including 
Job Description and 
Person Specification pls 
visit our website www.
aidsalliance.org & click on 
‘jobs’. Previous Applicants 
need not apply. Application 
deadline:Midnight UK 
time on Sunday 19 May 
2013. Interviews: Weeks 
commencing 27 May and 
3 June 2013

MYANMAR Red Cross 
Society is seeking 
Shelter Office 1 post 
in Rakhine Project 
(Sittwe): Completion of 
university education in 
civil engineering with 
expertise in/ focus on 
shelter construction or 
similar related fields. 
Good computer skills. 
2 years experience 
in constructing & 
rehabilitating shelter or 
infrastructure.Pls submit: 
a letter of application, 
relevant documents & 
CV, 1 passport photo & 
necessary documents  
(Cover letter CV 
documents only need 
to be sent via e-mail) 
to mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com before 28th 
May 2013.

WORLD VISION Myanmar 
is seeking (1) Project 
Technical Officer 
(Income and Economic 
Development Project) in 
Yangon Region: Bachelor 
of Economics/ Agriculture 
Economics is essential. 
Master in Business 
Administration or Master 
in Public Administration 
is prefer able. Excellent 
command of Myanmar 

& English & excellent 
knowledge in report 
writing.(2)Economic 
Development Specialist 
(Non-Agriculture) in 
Yangon : Master of 
Business & Administration 
(MBA) Degree holder 
is essential. Knowledge 
in MS Word, Excel, 
Power Point & Internet 
is essential. Knowledge 
in SPSS software & 
Access is desirable. (3) 
Design, Monitoring and 
Evaluation Facilitator in 
Thayetchaung, Coastal 
Region : Bachelor 
University Degree in any 
discipline. Competent in 
use of Microsoft Office 
computer programs 
including Word, Excel & 
Power Point. 2 years of 
progressive experience 
in project programming 
& monitoring. Good 
command of Myanmar 
& English and report 
writing skill is desirable 
(3)Customer Services 
Coordinator in Konkyan, 
Shan (North) State; 
University Bachelor 
Degree in any subject.  
2 years experience in 
the field of customer 
services in commercial/ 
public institutions/ INGO. 
Strong Communication 
skills in English & 
Myanmar (Chinese 
language, Kokant 
dialogue is preferable). 
Excellent computer 
aptitude and experience 
in word processing, 
database management, 
& spreadsheet software.  
Pls submit  resume 
(clearly identify the post 
you apply) by post to HR 
Department, World Vision 
Myanmar or in person to 
application drop-box at 
No (18), Shin Saw Pu Rd; 
Ahlone, Sanchaung PO 
or send to myajobapps@
wvi.org Closing date : 
May 28, 2013. www.
worldvision.org.mm 

MYANMAR Red Cross 
Society is seeking 
RFL Coordinator, 
Restoring Family Links 
(RFL) Unit 1 post in 
Nay Pyi Taw: University 
Degree in Social Work, 
Psychology, Education 
or other relevant area. 
2 years of experience 
in project management 
preferably related to 
psychosocial support 
and child protection in 
emergency situation. 
Excellent command of 
English and Myanmar 
especially in translating, 
including written, 
spoken and typing. Well 
development computer 
skills, with demonstrated 
competence in Excel, 
Word & Power point 
(English & Myanmar). 
Pls submit a letter of 
application, CV, Photo with 
necessary documents 
to mrcshrrecruitment@
gmail.com (Cover Letter 
CV documents only need 
to be sent via e-mail)

SOLIDARITES Int'l (SI) 
is seeking (1) Logistics 
Manager in Sittwe, 
Rakhine State: 3 years 
experience in Logistics  
field with INGO/ NGO. 
University Degree or 
Diploma. Knowledge 
of IT management & 
MS office. (2) Deputy 
Administrative & 
Finance Manager in 
Sittwe, Rakhine State: 
University level or 
equivalent in accounting/ 
management/ admini 
stration. 1 year experien 
ce in a similar position 
with NGO. Excellent 
knowledge of Word & 
Excel. Fluent in English 
& Myanmar. (3)Hygiene 
Promotion Manager in 
Sittwe, Rakhine State: 2 
years experience in INGO. 
Good level in English. 
Excellent computer 
skills(4) Construction 
Manager in Sittwe and 
Pauk Taw, Rakhine 
State : Civil Engineer 
Degree; B.Tech (Civil) 
or B.E (Civil). 2 years 
professional experience 
in INGO. Knowledge of 
the Rakhine State. Good 
in English. Excellent 
computer skills & skill 
in AutoCAD (optional) 
is an asset. (5) Deputy 

Logistics Coordinator 
in Yangon:  4 years of 
professional experience in 
Logistics field with INGO/ 
NGO. University Degree 
or Diploma (preferably 
in Logistics Or related 
proven experience in 
similar area.). Knowledge 
of IT management  & MS 
office. Fluent in English 
& Myanmar. Pls submit 
application (CV, cover 
letter, references) to 
Logistics Coordinator, 
Yangon Logistics Unit- 
Solidarites Int'l office: 44-
A, Tharyarwaddy Lane, 
Bahan, or per email: 
recruitment@solidarites-
myanmar.org

Local Position
(1)ASSISTANCE F 5 posts 
: must be speak English 
fluently, Age  25 to 30 
(2) Computer F 2 posts 
:word, Excel, photo editor,  
2 years experience . (3) 
Driver- M 2 posts :Age 35 
to 55. Ph:09- 4211 77 105.

MALE LIVE-IN HELPER 
- Expat single father 
with 2 boys, one 6 and 
the other 9 years old, 
living in a 3 bedroom 
condo on New University 
avenue, looking for male 
live-in helper (stay at 
home) to do house work, 
taking kids to school and 
running errands. Salary 
180,000 per month. If 
interested, send email to 
voirlemonde@hotmail.
com with CV & references. 
Must speak enough 
English, be honest 
and reliable, good with 
children and have some 
related experience. Start 
date immediately. Ben 09-
421-057-589.

(1)SOFTWARE/ Web 
Developer-2 post (2) 
Network/ Service 
Technician - 2 post 
(3)Junior Computer 
Network Technician- 2 
post. Ph:01 293064, 09-
519-8843. 

WE ARE currently open 
below Vacancy for 
qualified candidates to 
apply for the following 
position. Sales Manager    
- M/F 1 post : Any 
Graduate, (MBA/DMA 
Degree is preferable). 5 
years sales experience 
in Building materials & 
Sanitary wares. Excellent 
command of English 
both spoken & written. 
Manage the productivity 
of the marketing plans and 
products. Monitor, review 
and report on all sales 
& marketing activity & 
results. Good personality, 
com munication & 
reporting skills. Work 
Place :  Rm.902, 9th Flr, 
Ahlone Tower, Ahlone . 
Working week:  5 ½ days 
Working hours : 9:00am 
– 5:30 pm Tel: 212707, 
2301579, 09-430-32996. 
Ctc : Ms.Nway Nway. Pls 
submit application letter 
with personal details, 
qualification details, along 
with copies of related 
documents, 1 passport 
photo to above address 
not later than 7 June  2013 

WE ARE currently seeking 
(1). Assistant  Sales 
& Marketing Manager 
- M/F 1 Post  : DMA or 
any graduate with  5 
years sales experience 
in management level at 
reputed FMCG company. 
Must have excellence 
communication  skills, 
presentation skills, 
interpersonal skills and 
leadership skills. Good 
command of English & 
Software skills (Word, 
Excel, email, internet ) 
(2). Sales Supervisor - 
M1 Post: Any graduate 
with 3 years practical 
working experience 
with relevant position 
in FMCG. Responsible 
supervising sales team 
and sales activities. Age   
25 ~ 30, Independent, 
well-organized, self-
motivated & team-player; 
Good interpersonal and 
communication skills; 
Collaborative, hands on 
& dynamic personalities 
(3). Sales & Marketing 
Executive - M/F 2 Posts: 
Any Graduate , Certificate 
in Sales & Marketing  
Course is preferable , 
Good interpersonal and 

communication skills, 
Customer oriented 
and highly motivated, 
Strong negotiation skills, 
Software skills (Word, 
Excel, email, internet), 
Good command of 
both written & spoken 
English (4) Driver-M 1 
post : Age 25 ~ 50, Pls 
submit application letter 
with personal details, 
qualification details, along 
with copies of related 
documents, 1 passport 
photo to Work Place : 
Rm.902 , 9th Flr,  Ahlone 
Tower, Ahlone . Working 
week :5 ½ days. Working 
hours: 9:00am – 5:30 
pm. Contact person : Ms. 
Nway Nway. Ph : 212707 
, 2301579 , 09- 4200-
74913. Closing date : 7 
June , 2013 during office 
hours.

WE ARE looking for a 
Junior Sales Executive 
- M/F : Any graduate, but 
any diploma in Marketing 
or Business is preferred,  
Good acquisition skills,  
Very good personality, 
self-motivated & mature, 
Fair level in English 
language, Can go out for 
sales and marketing case, 
Between 20 and 30 years 
old, Have good team-
working and can work 
under pressure ,  Female 
or Male (1 full-time post 
). Pls send CV to Rocket 
Internet Myanmar (we 
recommend to upload 
your CV and apply via 
Work.com.mm)! You can 
also send your CV to 
theingi.oo@work.com.
mm or call 01-2305629 
for more info. Rocket 
Internet Co., Ltd: 512, 
5th Flr, Hledan Centre, 
Kamaryut, Yangon

SHAN YOMA Travel 
& Tours is looking for 
efficient, energetic and 
motivated individuals 
who can work for the 
positions stated as below: 
(1).Outbound Manager	
 1 Post (2).Sales & 
Marketing/ Operation 
staff 3 Posts (3).Web 
Developer & Designer	
1 Post. Shan Yoma Travel 
& Tours Co., Ltd.: 124/126, 
50th St, Pazundaung, 
Yangon, Ph: (951) 
295510, 299389, 204152, 
726323, 9010378. Fax:   
(951) 299389

INTERNATIONAL law 
firm seeking qualified 
lawyers. Lawyers should 
have 5 years of experience 
in International Firm. 
Strong command of 
English required due to 
significant interaction 
with foreign clients. 
Outstanding opportunity 
with competitive salary 
package Submit CV to 
suhlaing07@gmail.com 
Tel: 526180,

WE ARE well known 
International Law Firm 
looking for Senior 
Lawyers (Male/Female) 
Age 40~50, LLB/LLM at 
least higher grade pleader 
over 10 years experience, 
at least over 3 ~ 5 years 
in International Firm. 
Must have good English 
skills (Intermediate 
Level) for Foreign firm 
specializing in business 
law Computer Skills 
(Microsoft office). Submit 
CV to susu.hlaing@
myanmarthanlwin.com 
Tel: 526810

COATING company 
is seeking Sales 
Representative with 1 
~ 2 years experience in 
building materials. Basic 
skill in English. Able to 
stay & work in Yangon, 
Nay Pyi Taw or Mandalay.
Please submit CV with 2 
photos & other required 
certificates/ document 
to  Block 8, MICT Park,  
#06-01, Universitie’s 
Hlaing Campus, Hlaing 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar. Contact person 
–  Ma Thein Thein Aye ( 01 
654810 – 654817 ).

WE ARE looking for 
personal driverfor 
diplomat who live in 
Pun Hlaing Estate. The 
applicant must - can 
drive well, non alcholic, 
not be a reckless driver. 
For more information 
please contact to 01-
527142~144 in office 
hour.

WE ARE looking for a 
Manager! Has significant 
management experience 
and can lead a team to 
success,  Has a graduate 
degree, preferable 
in marketing and/or 
management, Is fluent 
in English, Is a proactive, 
enthusiastic person that 
can clearly communicate  
with management, Has 
a good personality, 
is self-motivated and 
mature in meetings,  Has 
experience in marketing 
and sales,  Is familiar 
with the Real Estate 
market, Has computer 
and internet skills, Has 
a foreign education (not 
required), Female or Male 
(full time), Age between 
25 ~ 35. Pls send CV to 
Rocket Internet Myanmar 
(we recommend to upload 
your CV and apply via 
Work.com.mm)! You can 
also send your CV to 
theingi.oo@work.com.
mm or call 01-2305629 
for more info.

PHP Web Developer 
Gender M/F 2 posts 
:Highly skilled in Java 
script, HTML, CSS, 
PHP, 1+ years of 
experience in developing 
&  implementing web 
sites & web applications,  
Extensive Knowledge 
in CMS (Content 
Management Systems) 
& Web Design, Must be 
able to work &  coordinate 
with the technical team,  
Excellent communication 
& problem solving skills,  
Diplomas/certificates 
from reputable institutes 
Pls send CV attached with 
photo & other relevant 
certificates/documents 
to 104, 1st Flr, Bogyoke 
Rd, Pazundaung.Tel : 
01-297238.  Pls also 
mention expected salary 
and detailed working 
experience in the CV.

CAR DRIVERS - 5 posts : 
apply with ID card, labour 
card, police record, etc. 
Address: 160, Wardan  
St, Lanmadaw, Ph: U 
Kyaw Oo  01-212-454, 
01-212-456.

WE ARE looking for (1).
Graphic Designer 
(Assistant)-F3posts:   1 
years design experience in 
relative field,  Knowledge 
of In Design, Photoshop, 
Knowledge of MS Office 
would be an advantage, 
can type Myanmar font is 
also preferable, Must be 
Enthusiastic, team player 
with positive attitude, 
Punctual,  Excellent multi-
tasking & communication 
skills, 	
Work with design dead 
line, The salary for this 
post is commensurate 
with experience. All 
candidates should be 
good in communication 
& interpersonal skills.  
Pls  bring CV along with 
a copy of your credentials 
to 235,ShukhinntharMyo 
Pat Rd, Thaketa, Yangon. 
Ph:450396, 450397 
Closing date : May 30, 
2013.

DHAMMADUTA Tours is 
seeking On call Guide 
(part time) . No 254 -256, 
Rm 401, Pansodan St, 
Kyauktada. Ph: 391718, 
398102.

IGCSE Assistant 
Teachers wanted. 
Send your CV to ielts.
consultant@gmail.com. 
Teacher Solomon : 09-
5417781.

HOTEL Shwe Gone Daing 
is seeking (1) Front Office 
Manager-M/F 1 post: Any 
graduate, 3 ~ 5 years 
experience in hospitality 
industry. Excellent 
command on English 
in four skills, Chinese, 
Japan & be a computer 
literate. (2)Front Office 
Supervisor - M/F 1 post 
: Any graduate. 2 years 
of relevant full time work 
experience. Excellent 
in English, Computer 
literate. Able to travel and 
stay at Nay Pyi Daw hotel 
zone.Pls send CV with 2 
photos & other required 
certificates/ documents 
to email  : monyeekyaw@
gmail.com, No 273(A), 
Shwe Gone Daing Rd, 
Bahan, Yangon.

NYLECT Technology 
(Myanmar) ltd., is need 

Senior Professional 
Accountant contact: 
09-420309073 & email. 
lahihtusan@gmail.com 
or susan@nylect.vn

MYANMAR Wonders 
Travel Ltd is looking for: 
(1) Operation Executive. 
(2) Travel Designer: 
Good communication 
in English. Bilingual 
English & French is 
advantage. Excellent 
knowledge of MS office 
applications, 1 ~ 2 years  
experience. (3) Chief 
Accountant : B.Com. 
2 years experience as 
Chief Accountant in 
Travel Agency. Able to 
communicate in English  
Computer literacy. Pls 
call 09-512-0848, 09- 
731-40535 & email  CV to 
hr.myanmarwonders@
gmail.com or Address: 
256/266, 10 D, Shine 
Condo, Seikanthar St 
(Upper), Kyauktada.

WUNZIN HOTEL, 
Meikhtila is seeking 
(1)FO Supervisor- 
M/F 1 post (2)HK 
Supervisor- M/F 1 post 
(3) F&B Supervisor- 
M/F 1 post (4)
Gardener Supervisor 
- M 1 post.  Pls. send 
CV and necessary 
documents to sales@
tpleasanthotelmyanmar.
com or apply to Original 
Group Co., Ltd : 110, 
Kabaaye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan, Yangon. Tel : 
552955, 540644

EUROPEAN LAW 
FIRM establishing in 
Yangon is looking for 
smart associates (with 
2 to 6 years working 
experience)  for corporate 
work (advising foreign 
investors). Teamplaying, 
enthusiasm, internatio 
nal spirit and proficiency 
in English are requested. 
Interesting salaries. Pls 
send cv with picture to 
yangonexecutive2013@
gmail.com 

ISBC Company is seeking 
an Administrative 
Assistant - F 1 post: Any 
Graduate, Age 20 ~ 30, 2 
years experience. Good in 
spoken & written English.  
Proficiency in MS office. 
Have knowledge of book-
keeping/accounts, good 
interpersonal, public 
relation & organizing 
skills, positive attitude 
& be initiative. Pls email 
CV with contact details 
to ma.ni.lar@gmail.com,  
Ph:09-4201-10451  within 
two weeks. 

KELVIN CHIA Yangon 
Ltd is a foreign legal 
consultancy firm is invite 
motivated @ committed 
individuals to join as(1) 
Lawyers who will work 
on a variety of corporate 
& commercial matters & 
transactions in Myanmar. 
If you are a Myanmar-
qualified lawyer with 
strong English language 
skills, you are invited to 
apply to join our Myanmar 
practice group. Myanmar 
nationals admitted to int’l 
bars are also welcome 
to apply. Training will be 
provided. Pls submit to  
klm@kcyangon.com. 
(2)Corporate Affairs 
Executive/Assistant 
A a corporate affairs 
executive/assistant, you 
will be involved with 
business development, 
networking, market 
research & liaison 
work. Applicants 
should be proficient 
in English, energetic 
& self motivated. All 
nationalities are welcome 
(Myanmar, Japanese, 
Korean, Chinese, 
Taiwanese, etc). Pls 
apply to kk@kcyangon.
com (3) Administrative 
Assistant : Must have 
good written & spoken 
communiction skills 
in English. Mature & 
capable of supervising & 
directiong subordinates. 
Must be well-organized, 
meticulous, have initiative 
& execute instructions 
promptly. Some 
accounting backgroud & 
experience preferred. Pls 
apply full resume stating 
their current & expected 
salaries, together with a 
recent photo to chw@
kcyangon.com

Employment
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No.(1), Inya Road, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 01-527506
email: inyaone@gmail.com    
www.inya1.com

The Essentials

Emergency Numbers
    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison Officer Rm 
(M1212~1220), 12 Fl-A, 
Traders Hotel. 223, tel: 242 
393, 242811. fax: 242594.
IOM 12th Flr, Traders Hotel, 
223, tel: 252560 ext. 5002
UNAIDS Rm: (1223~1231), 12 
Fl, Traders Hotel. tel: 252361, 
252362, 252498. fax: 252364.
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp. tel: 666903, 
664539. fax: 651334.
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp. tel: 524022, 
524024. fax 524031.
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel.tel: 254852, 
254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., BHN 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, KTDA. 
tel: 375527~32, fax: 375552 
email: unicef.yangon@unicef. 
org, www.unicef.org/myanmar.
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., 
Ward 7, MYGN. tel: 666903, 
660556, 660538, 660398, 
664539, fax: 651334. email: 
fo.myanmar@unodc.org www.
unodc.org./myanmar/
UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3rd 

floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp. tel: 951-
657281~7. Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
fax: 292739, 544531.
WFP 3rd-flr, Inya Lake Hotel, 
37, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. tel: 
657011~6 (6-lines)  
Ext: 2000.
WHO 12A Fl, Traders Hotel. 
tel:250583.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Township. Ph: 225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. 
tel: 641672, 641673.  
fax: 641561. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand 
Road, Yangon. tel : 
251810, 251797, 251798, 
251809, 246462, 246463, 
fax: 246159
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon. 
tel: 515275, 526144, 
fax: 515273, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.
mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road,  
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 507225, 
507251, 507482.  
fax: 507483. email: 
Administ.yangon@
itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  17, Kanbawza 
Avenue, Golden Velly (1), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 566985, 503978, 
fax: 512854 email: 
bruneiemb@ bruneiemb.
com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B), 
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 549609, 540964, 
fax: 541462, email: 
RECYANGON @mptmail.
net.mm
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 221280, 221281, 
224025, 224097, 221926, 
fax: 227019, 228319
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 222886, 222887,  
fax: 222865, email: egye 
mbyangon@mptmail. 
net.mm
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 212178, 212520, 
212523, 212528, 212532, 
fax: 212527, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke 
Aung San Museum 
Road, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 548951, 
548952, fax: 548899 
email: info@rangun. 
diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
Street, Yangon. tel: 
391219, 388412, 
243972, fax: 254086, 
250164, 388414, email: 
indiaembassy @mptmail.
net.mm

Indonesia 100, 
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
254465, 254469, 229750, 
fax: 254468, email: kukygn 
@indonesia.com.mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 515115, fax: 
515116, email: info@
yangon.mfa.gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing 
Road, Golden Valley, 
Yangon. tel: 527100, 
527101, fax: 514565, 
email: ambyang.mail@ 
esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
549644-8, 540399, 
540400, 540411, 545988, 
fax: 549643
Embassy of the State of 
Kuwait Chatrium Hotel, 
Rm: No.416, 418, 420, 422, 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe 
Tsp, Tel: 544500.
North Korea 77C, 
Shin Saw Pu Road, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 512642, 510205, fax: 
510206
South Korea  97 
University Avenue, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 527142-4, 515190, 
fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Lao A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. tel: 
222482, fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 220248, 220249, 
220251, 220230, 
fax: 221840, email: 
mwkyangon@mptmail.
net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb 
@mptmail.net.mm
Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Road, 
Yangon. tel: 222881 
(Chancery Exchange) 
fax: 221147, email: 
pakistan@ myanmar.
com.mm

Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Road, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 558149-151, 
fax: 558154, email: p.e. 
yangon@gmail.com
Russian 38, Sagawa 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
241955, 254161, 
fax: 241953, email: 
rusinmyan@mptmail 
.net.mm
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya 
Road, P.O.Box No. 
943-Yangon. tel: 515282, 
515283, fax: 504274, 
email: serbemb@ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, 
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. tel: 559001, 
fax: 559002, 559922, 
email: singemb_ ygn@_
sgmfa. gov.sg
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
222812, fax: 221509, 
email: slembassy.
yangon@gmail.com, 
info@slembyangon.org,  
www.slembyangon.org
Thailand 94 Pyay Road, 
Dagon Township, 
Yangon. tel: 226721, 
226728, 226824, fax: 
221713
United Kingdom 80 Kan-
na Road, Yangon. tel: 
370867, 380322, 371852, 
371853, 256438, 370863, 
370864, 370865,  
fax: 370866
United States of 
America 110, University 
Avenue, Kamayut 
Township, Yangon. tel: 
536509, 535756, 538038, 
fax: 650306
Vietnam Building No. 72, 
Thanlwin Road, Bahan 
Township, Yangon. tel: 
511305, fax: 514897,  
email: vnemb myr@
cybertech.net.mm
Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia No.287/289, U 
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp. tel : 01-536153, 
516952, fax : 01-516951

General Listing

Avenue 64 Hotel
No. 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Road, Mayangone 
Township. Yangon. 
09 8631392, 01 656913-9
Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.  
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

Chigo  
216, 38 St (Upper), 
Kyauktada Tsp, tel : 373472

Strand Bar 92, Strand 
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar. 
tel: 243377.fax: 243393, 
sales@thestrand.com.mm 
www.ghmhotels.com

Lobby Bar
PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya 
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp. 
tel: 250388.

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day GUNKUL 
Engineer supply Co., Ltd. 
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.  
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

General  
83-91, G-F, Bo Aung Kyaw 
St, Kyauktada Tsp,  
tel : 706223, 371906

Green Garden
Beer Gallery Mini Zoo, 
Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.

BARS

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

AIR CONDITION

50th Street 
9/13, 50th street-lower, 
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

No. 205, Corner of Wadan 
Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3, 
        229358 ~ 61,  
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313.  
www.cloverhotel.asia.  
info@cloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn 
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872

PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar  
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp.  
tel: 250388. fax: 252478. 
email: enquiry.prygn@
parkroyalhotels.com 
Website: parkroyalhotels. 
com.

Golden Hill Towers  
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp.  
tel: 558556. ghtower@
mptmail.net.mm.
 Marina Residence  
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.
MiCasa Hotel Apartments  
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp. 
tel: 650933. fax: 650960.
Sakura Residence  
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.
The Grand Mee Ya Hta 
Executive Residence 
372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Pabedan Tsp. 
tel 951-256355 (25 lines).

ACCOMMODATION

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (Nay Pyi Taw)

Tel: 09-7349-4483,  
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

HAPPY HOMES
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

Hotel Yangon  
91/93, 8th Mile Junction, 
Mayangone. tel : 01-667708, 
667688.
Inya Lake Resort Hotel 
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.  
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.
MGM Hotel No (160), Warden 
Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon, 
Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9. 
www. hotel-mgm.com

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing 
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar. 
(+95-1) 500822, 503986. 
www.rwehotel.com

Savoy Hotel  
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp.  
tel: 526289, 526298, 
Seasons of Yangon 
Yangon Int’l  Airport 
Compound.  tel: 666699.

Sweet Hotel  
73, Damazedi Road, San 
Chaung Tsp, Ph: 539152
Sedona Hotel  
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.
Strand Hotel  
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.
Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.
Thamada Hotel  
5, Alan Pya Phaya Rd, 
Dagon. tel: 243639, 
243640, 243641. 
Traders Hotel  
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.
Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin 
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung. 
Yangon, Myanmar. 
Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com
Winner Inn  
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com
Yangon YMCA  
263, Mahabandoola Rd, 
Botataung Tsp. tel: 294128,
Yuzana Hotel 
130, Shwegondaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600, 
543367
Yuzana Garden Hotel 
44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp, 
tel : 01-248944

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      : 951- 255 819~838
Hotel Max
(Chaung Tha Beach)
Tel      : 042-423 46~9, 
             042-421 33,
E-mail: 
reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Royal Kumudra Hotel, 
(Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177, 
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: 
reservation@
maxhotelsgroup.com

(Nay Pyi Taw)

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan 
Rd, Tamwe Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@
edenpalacehotel.com
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Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828. E-mail: gei.ygn2@
gmail.com, glover2812@ 
gmail.com

La Source Beauty Spa
~80(A), Inya Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp,
tel: 512 380, 511 252.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

Acacia Tea Salon 
52, Sayar San Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, Tel : 01-554739.
Cafe47 
47-A, Pyay Rd, 7½ miles, 
Mayangone Tsp,  
Tel : 01-651774.
Traders Café  
Traders Hotel, Yangon. 
#223, Sule Pagoda Rd.  
Tel: 242828 ext: 6519

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Innwa Book Store
No. 246, Rm.201/301, GF, 
Pansodan Street (Upper 
Block), Kyauktada Tsp. 
Tel. 389838, 243216, 
374324, 514387

La Brasserie (International)
PARKROYAL Yangon. 
33, Alan Pya Phaya Road, 
Dagon Tsp. tel : 250388.

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BOOK STORES

CAFÈS

ADVERTISING

CONSULTING

DUTY FREE

CONSTRUCTION

COLD STORAGE

U Min Sein, BSc, RA, 
CPA.,RL Advocate of the 
Supreme Court 83/14 
Pansodan St, Yangon.  
tel: 253 273. 
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm

LEGAL SERVICE

PHIH-Specialist Clinic  
FMI Centre (4th Floor) 
#380, Bogyoke Aung San 
Road, Pabedan Tsp. tel: 
243 010, 243 012, 243 013

HOME FURNISHING

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

HEALTH SERVICES

GENERATORS

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Yangon : A-3, Aung San 
Stadium (North East Wing), 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-730-37772.
Mandalay : Room No.(B,C) 
(National Gas), 35th St, 
Btw 80th & 81st, Chanaye-
tharzan Tsp. Tel : 09-680-
3505, 02 34455, 36748, 71878.

98(A), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 553783, 
549152, 09-732-16940, 
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979 
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 660769, 664363.

Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road, 
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011 
@gmail.com

24 hours Cancer centre
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Tel	 :	(951) 9 666141
Fax	 :	(951) 9 666135

24 hours Laboratory & 
X-ray
No. (68), Tawwin Street, 
9 Mile, Mayangone 
Township, Yangon, 
Myanmar.
Tel	 :	(951) 9 666141
Fax	 :	(951) 9 666135

Natural Gems of Myanmar
No. 30 (A), Pyay Road  
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-660397, 654398~9. 
E-mail: spgems.myanmar 
@gmail.com

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

Mr. Betchang
No.(272), Pyay Rd, DNH 
Tower, Rm No.(503), 5th 
flr, Sanchaung Tsp, Tel: 
095041216

FLORAL SERVICES

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN. 
Tel: 541217, 559011,  
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazuntaung Road, 
Pazuntaung Tsp, Yangon.
Telefax : 01-203743, 09-
730-26245, 09-500-7681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center  
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

M A R K E T I N G  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

A D V E R T I S I N G

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Acupuncture, Medicine 
Massage, Foot Spa
Add:No,27(A),Ywa Ma 
Kyaung Street, Hlaing 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 01-511122, 526765.

No. 214. 1st Floor-Right,  
Waizayanter Road, 
Thingangyun Tsp, Yangon.
Email: vibhavadimyanmar 
@gmail.com, Website: 
www.vibhavadi.com/web/
myanmar.php. Hot line: 
09-2011-772, 09-731-
650-45, 09-86-250-86

FITNESS CENTRE

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,  
7½ miles,  
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel:	 (95-1) 652502~04.  
Fax:	(95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

FASHION & TAILOR

Sein Shwe Tailor, No.797 
(003-A), Bogyoke Aung 
San Road, Corner of 
Wardan Street, MAC 
Tower 2, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Ph: 
01-225310, 212943~4 
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail: 
uthetlwin@gmail.com

24 Hour International 
Medical Centre @ 
Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile, 
Mayangon Township, 
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel:	 + 951 651 238,
	 + 959 495 85 955
Fax:	 + 959 651 398
24/7 on duty doctor:
	 + 959 492 18 410
Website: www.leo.com.mm

“ One Stop Solution for 
Quality Health Care “

Aesthetic Medical Spa
5 (C), Race Course Condo, 
South Race Course Street, 
Tarmwe, Yangon.
Mobile: 09-5202781
dr.face.aesthetic@gmail.com

Balance Fitnesss
No 64 (G), Kyitewine 
Pagoda Road, Mayangone 
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@
balancefitnessyangon.com

European Quality & 
Designs Furniture
Suitable for Outdoor or 
Indoor Use
No. 422 - 426, FJVC 
Centre, Ground Floor,
Room No. 4, Strand Road 
(Corner of Botahtaung 
Pagoda Road), Botahtaung 
Township, Yangon 11161, 
Myanmar.
Tel:	 01 202063, 01 202064
H.P:	 09 509 1673
Fax:	 01 202063
E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
Website: www.
wovenfurnituredesigns.com

A Little Dayspa
No. 475 C, Pyi Road,  
Kamayut, Yangon.  
Tel: 09-431-28831.

Traders Health Club. 
Level 5, Traders Hotel 
Yangon#223 Sule Pagoda 
Rd, Tel: 951 242828 Ext: 6561

Diamond Queen 
75, Oo Yin Lane,  
New University Avenue Rd,  
Bahan Tsp. 
Tel : 01- 548001, 704398
Diamond & Me 
Junction Square, 
Ground Floor, 
Kamayut Tsp. 
Tel : 01- 527242, (Ext : 1082)

Franzo Living Mall 
15 (A/5), Pyay Rd, 
A-1, 9 Miles, 
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. 
Ph: 664026

•	150 Dhamazedi Rd., 
Bahan T/S, Yangon. 
Tel: 536306, 537805.
•	Room 308, 3rd Flr., 

Junction Center (Maw Tin), 
Lanmadaw T/S, Yangon. 
Tel: 218155, Ext. 1308.
•	15(B), Departure Lounge, 

Yangon Int’l Airport.
•	45B, Corner of 26th & 

68th Sts., Mandalay. 
Tel: (02) 66197. Email: 
yangon@monument-
books.com

Duty Free Shops
Yangon International 
Airport, Arrival/Departure  
Tel: 533030 (Ext: 206/155)

Office: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing, 
Hlaing Township, Yangon. 
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

Piyavate Hospital (Bangkok) 
Myanmar Represent ative 
(Head office)
Grand Mee Yahta 
Executive Residences. 
No.372, Bogyoke Aung 
San Rd, PBDN. 
Ph: 256355, Ext: 3206. 
Hotline: 09-7377-7799. 
Email: piyavate@cnt.com.
mm, piyavate.cnt@gmail.
com, Website: www.
piyavate.com

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

ENTERTAINMENT

ELECTRICAL

ENGINEERING

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical 
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828. E-mail: gei.ygn2@
gmail.com, glover2812@ 
gmail.com

No.94, Ground Floor, 
Bogalay Zay Street, 
Botataung Tsp,
Yangon.Tel: 392625, 
09-500-3591
Email : danceclub.
hola@gmail.com
(Except Sunday)

Dance Club & Bar

193/197, Shu Khin Thar 
Street, North Okkalapa 
Industrial Zone, Yangon. 
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700 
Email: supermega97@
gmail.com. www.
supermega-engg.com

MHR 
905, 9th floor, Modern Iron 
Market(Thanzay Condo) 
Lanmadaw St. Tel: 707822.
NLEC 
82 Anawrahta Rd, Corner 
of 39 St, Kyauktada Tsp. 
Tel: 250225.

EDUCATION CENTRE

The Uranium Dance Studio 
Pearl condo Bldg (C),  
2nd flr, Bahan Tsp. Tel: 09-
731-42624, 09-514-0404. 

The Yangon GYM 
Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon Tsp. 
tel: 211888, 211966.

Life Fitness
Bldg A1, Rm No. 001, 
Shwekabar Housing,  
Mindhamma Rd, 
Ph: 01-656511, 
Fax: 01-656522, 
Hot line: 0973194684, 
Email: natraysports@
gmail.com

No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278. 
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

LS Salon
Junction Square, 3rd floor. 
Pyay Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel 527242, ext 4001

Foral Service & Gifts shop
No.2, Corner of Khay 
Mar St & Baho Rd (Near 
Asia Royal Hospital), 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon. 
email: yangonflorist@ 
myanmar.com.mm. 
Tel: 01-510406, 09-731-
84714.

Spa & Boutique Fashion
No. 24, Inya Road, 
Kamaryut Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel:	 951 534 654,
	 09-73200147
theredscarf99@gmail.com

Ruby & Rare Gems  
of Myanamar 

No. 527, New University 
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
www.manawmayagems.com 
Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.



Real Estate Agency
Our Services - Office, 
House & Land (For Rent)
(Agent Fees Free)
Tel: 09-5018250, 73202480.
realwin2012@gmail.com

Win
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WEB SERVICES

WATER HEATERS

WATER TREATMENT

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road. 
Tel: 251033, 09-730-25281.

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels & 
Cruises Ltd. Governor’s 
Residence 39C, Taw Win 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (951) 229860
fax: (951) 217361. email: 
RTMYGN@mptmail.net.mm 
www.orient-express.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

Water Heater
Same as Rinnai Gas 
cooker and cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

Asia Light  
106, Set Yone Rd.tel: 
294074, 294083.
Capital Hyper Mart 
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart  
(Aung San Branch) tel: 
253022, 294765.  
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(47th St Branch) 
tel: 200026, 298746. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart  
(Junction 8 Branch)  
tel: 650778. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart  
(FMI City Branch)  
tel: 682323.
City Mart  
(Yankin Center Branch)  
tel: 400284. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Myaynigone Branch) 
tel: 510697. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
City Mart  
(Zawana Branch)  
tel:564532. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Shwe Mya Yar Branch) 
tel: 294063. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Chinatown Point Branch) 
tel: 215560~63. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Junction Maw Tin Branch) 
tel: 218159. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Marketplace)  
tel: 523840~43. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
City Mart 
(78th Brahch-Mandalay) 
tel: 02-71467~9. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
IKON Mart 
IKON Trading Co., Ltd. 
No.332, Pyay Rd, San 
Chaung P.O (11111), Yangon, 
Myanmar. Tel: 95-1-535-
783, 527705, 501429. Fax: 
95-1-527705. Email: sales-
ikon@myanmar.com.mm
Junction Mawtin 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Cor 
of Wadan St. Lanmadaw.
Ocean Supercentre  
(North Point ), 9th Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. Tel: 651 200, 
652963.

SUPERMARKETS

No.35(b), Tatkatho Yeik 
Mon Housing,
New University Avenue,  
Bahan Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 951-549451, 557219, 
540730.  
www.yangon-academy.org

World-class Web 
Services
Tailor-made design, 
Professional research 
& writing for Brochure/ 
Catalogue/e-Commerce 
website, Customised 
business web apps, 
online advertisement and 
anything online. Talk to 
us: (951) 430-897, 553-918 
www.medialane.com.au 
58B Myanma Gon Yaung 
Housing. Than Thu Mar 
Road, Tamwe, Yangon.

Yangon International 
School
Fully Accredited K-12 
International Curriculum 
with ESL support 
No.117,Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 578171, 573149  
www.yismyanmar.net
Yangon International 
School 
New Early Childhood 
Center 
Pan  Hlaing  Golf Estate 
Housing  &  U  Tun  Nyo 
Street,  Hlaing Thar Yar 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 687701, 687702

International School Yangon  
20, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 512793.

ILBC IGCSE SCHOOL
No.(34), Laydauntkan
Road, Tamwe Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 542982, 545720,
549106,545736,400156
Fax: 541040
Email: info@ilbc.net.mm
www.ilbcedu.com

ILBC 
180, Thunandar 9th Lane, 
Thumingalar Housing, 
Thingungyung.tel: 562401.

Horizon Int’l School
25, Po Sein Road, Bahan 
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795, 
551796, 450396~7.  
fax : 543926, email : 
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

SANITARY WARE
Media & Advertising

Intuitive Design, 
Advertising, Interior 
Decoration
Corporate logo/Identity/ 
Branding, Brochure/ 
Profile Booklet/ Catalogue/ 
Billboard, Corporate diary/ 
email newsletter/ annual 
reports, Magazine, journal 
advertisement and 3D 
presentation and detailed 
planning for any interior 
decoration works. Talk to 
us: (951) 430-897, 553-918 
www.medialane.com.au 
58B Myanma Gon Yaung 
Housing, Than Thu Mar 
Road, Tamwe, Yangon.

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAVIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
4 Days, 6 Days, 8 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

Traders Gourmet Corner
Level 1, Traders Hotel,  
#223 Sule Pagoda Road, 
Kyauktada Tsp.  
Tel : 242828 ext : 6503
Traders Gallery Bar
Level 2, Traders Hotel, 
#223 Sule Pagoda Road. 
tel:  242 828. ext: 6433
Traders Lobby Lounge
Level 1, Traders Hotel, 
#223 Sule Pagoda Road. 
tel:  242 828. ext: 6456

The Ritz Exclusive 
Lounge
Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp, Ground 
Floor, Tel: 544500  
Ext 6243, 6244

OFFICE FURNITURE

Streamline Education  
24, Myasabai Rd, Parami, 
Myangone Tsp. tel: 662304, 
09-500-6916.

Lunch/Dinner/Catering 
555539, 536174

RESTAURANTS
Pansweltaw Express Cafe: 
228, Ahlone Rd, Ahlone Tsp.  
Tel: 215363  
(1)-Rm-309, 3rd flr, Ocean, 
East Point Shopping Center, 
Pazundaung Tsp.  
Tel: 397900 Ext: 309. 
(2)–G-Flr, Ocean North 
Point Shopping Center. 
Tel:652959, 652960, Ext: 133. 
Spicy Forest 
Thai, Korean and  
European Food 
Rm-051/Basement-1 (B1), 
Taw Win Center, Pyay Rd. 
Tel : 09-7320-9566,  
01-8600111 (1151)

The Emporia Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel 
Royal Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp. Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6294

1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasa),
Tel; 666781,09-503-9139
2. WASABI SUSHI : Market
Place by City Mart (1st 
Floor). Tel; 09-430-67440
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)
Junction Mawtin (City Mart)

Commercial scale
water treatment

(Since 1997)
Tel:	 01-218437~38. 
H/P:	 09-5161431, 

09-43126571.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp.  
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

REMOVALISTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795.  
Mobile. 09-512-3049.  
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Schenker (Thai) Ltd. 
Yangon 59 A, U Lun 
Maung Street. 7 Mile  
Pyay Road,  MYGN. tel: 
667686,  666646.fax: 
651250. email: sche 
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

Summer Palace (Chinese) 
Restaurant 
Level 2, Traders Hotel, 
#223, Sule Pagoda Road. 
tel: 242828. ext:6483

Admissions Office:
Than Lwin Campus: 44, 
Than Lwin Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 951-
535433, 959-8503073. 
Email: rviacademygn@
rvcentre.com.sg
Website: www.rvcentre.
com.sg

PAINT

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-410, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Monday to Saturday  
(9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II, 
Rm -4, Ground Flr, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

REAL ESTATE

Heaven Pizza 
38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St. 
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter, 
Dagon Township.  
Tel: 09-855-1383

Sole Distributor
For the Union of 
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock 
International Co.,Ltd.
#06-01, Bldg (8), Myanmar 
ICT Park, University Hlaing 
Campus, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. Tel: 654810~17.

World’s No.1 Paints & 
Coatings Company

Grohe
79-B3/B3, 
East Shwe Gone Dine, 
Near SSC Women’s 
Center, Bahan Tsp. 
Tel : 01 401083, 
09-73056736.

SCHOOLS

Shan Yoma Tours Co.,Ltd 
www.exploremyanmar.com

World famous Kobe Beef
Near Thuka Kabar 
Hospital on Pyay Rd, 
Marlar st, Hlaing Tsp.
Tel: +95-1-535072

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702, 
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

FREE House-Hunting 
Service with English 
Speaking Expert.
Tel : 09 2050107
robinsawnaing@gmail.com

No.430(A), Corner of 
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden 
Valley Rd, Building(2) 
Market Place (City Mart), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-523840(Ext-309), 
09-73208079.

No.(1), Inya Road, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 01-527506
email: inyaone@gmail.com    
www.inya1.com

Kohaku Japanese 
Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp, Lobby Level, 
Tel: 544500 Ext 6231

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-4210-34875
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

Bld-A2, Gr-Fl, Shwe 
Gabar Housing, Mindama 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm 
Ph: 652391, 09-73108896

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

Car Rental with English 
Speaking Driver. 
(Safety and Professional 
Services).
Tel : +95 9 2050107
robinsawnaing@gmail.com

Custom web design 
and development. 
Scalable, optimized 
sites and responsive 
design for mobile web. 
Facebook apps, ads 
and design. Hosting 
and domains. 
Myanmar’s 1st socially 
and eco responsible IT 
company. Get in touch: 
sales@mspiral.com 
and 09 7316 2122.
www.mspiral.com 

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm
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OPINION

GET ready for the Premier League like 
you’ve never seen it before.

No Alex Ferguson. No Roberto 
Mancini. The expected return of Jose 
Mourinho. The likely influx of more 
world-class players on the back of a 
bumper new TV deal. Two Welsh teams 
for the first time.

Don’t forget the introduction of goal 
line technology, either.

The English season only finished on 
May 19, yet fans across the globe are 
already counting down the days to Au-
gust 17  when the next campaign begins 
with a mixture of excitement, trepida-
tion and intrigue.

Much of the buzz has been sparked 
by Ferguson’s decision to step down as 
Manchester United manager after near-
ly 27 years. 

To many, it signals the end of Unit-
ed’s stranglehold on English football 
dating back 20 years. The future of the 
Premier League may have been thrown 
wide open.

Come August, four of this season’s 
top six United, Manchester City, Chel-
sea and Everton will have newly ap-
pointed managers in the wake of an 
unprecedented amount of high-profile 
coaching upheaval in May.

“I was with the chief executive of 
Liverpool at our reserve game the other 
night and he told me that Brendan Rod-
gers, who has not been in the job a year, 
is the 30th longest-serving manager in 
the country,” Ferguson said last week. 
“That’s incredible.”

With David Moyes taking control of 
United, Mourinho set for Chelsea and 
Manuel Pellegrini — a coach largely un-
known to English audiences — heavily 
tipped for the City hot seat, there will be 
a new dynamic at the top of the world’s 
most-watched league. Arsenal cannot 
be discounted, with the club benefiting 
from a string of new, lucrative commer-
cial deals and the club once again in 
the Champions League, while Liverpool 
and Tottenham appear to be on an up-
ward curve under the forward-thinking 
stewardship of Rodgers and Andre 
Villas-Boas.

It is anyone’s guess what will hap-
pen next season. 

In Villas-Boas’ opinion, it could be 
time for Chelsea to reassert its domi-
nance under Mourinho, who won back-
to-back league titles in his first spell at 
the club from 2004-07.

“Chelsea next season will absolutely 
be the team to beat, bearing in mind the 
manager change and the manager that 
we expect to come in,” the Portuguese 
coach said. 

The likelihood of Mourinho return-
ing to Stamford Bridge is dividing opin-
ion, though.

Some feel it is a perfect match, a 
union that shouldn’t have been broken 

up in the first place. Frank Lampard 
and Petr Cech have already spoken out 
in favor of the return of the “Special 
One,” giving an adrenalin shot to the 
team and the fans after the turbulent  
if ultimately successful tenure of Rafa 
Benitez.

“With him at the helm, we are going 
to give it a great go,” Lampard said.

Others say Mourinho has lost his 
magic after what he has described as 
his “worst” season as a coach in the 
trophyless year at Real Madrid. Also, 
can his relationship with Chelsea own-
er Roman Abramovich, who sacked 
Mourinho six years ago, be repaired? 

It will be no less fascinating to see 
how Moyes gets on at United.

Ferguson has urged fans to get be-
hind his fellow Scot but what will be the 
reaction if United loses its opening two 
games? Can Ferguson hold himself back 
from meddling in team affairs from his 
position up in the director’s box?

“He will have his own ideas and 
that’s good,” Ferguson has predicted. 

Moyes will have to act quickly to sort 
out the futures of Wayne Rooney and 
Rio Ferdinand this summer and maybe 
sign the world-class playmaker many 
United fans have been craving for years, 
with Paul Scholes having retired and 
the team’s central midfield still lacking 
creativity at times.

With Ferguson gone, there hasn’t 
been such uncertainty swirling around 
Old Trafford since the late 1980s and 
opponents will be keen to seize on it.

Particularly Man City, which will 
be desperate to reclaim the Premier 
League trophy from its neighbor and 
rediscover the consistency and attack-
ing spark that was lost in the final 12 
months of Mancini’s 3 ½-year reign.

City demonstrated in the way it beat 
United 2-1 away in the derby last month 
that, on its day, there is no better team 
in England. And with Mancini gone, 
the likelihood is that the cracks which 
reportedly developed in the squad in 
recent months should heal.

Is Pellegrini the man to restore 
City’s fortunes, though? He has never 
coached in the Premier League and was 
overwhelmed by all the egos in Real 
Madrid’s squad during his one season 
at the Spanish giant in 2009-10. Yet, his 
record at Villarreal and Malaga, his cur-
rent club, is impressive and has been 
hailed for his skills in man-manage-
ment.

It is another appointment that could 
go either way, adding to the intrigue 
next season.

There should be plenty of new faces 
among the playing squads, too, with the 
transfer kitties of clubs boosted by a 70 
percent increase in TV revenues an-
nounced last summer and taking effect 
from the start of next season.  – AP 

Clockwise from left: Manchester United’s new head coach David Moyes, ousted 
Manchester City coach Roberto Mancini, retiring Manchester United coach Alex 
Ferguson, former Real Madrid coach Jose Mourinho. Photo: AP

Surprises ahead  
Next EPL season could be most 
unpredictable ever, writes STEVE DOUGLAS

THE national women’s team kicked off 
the qualifying round for the 2014 Asian 
Cup with a 2-0 win over India at the 
Faisal Al-Husseini Stadium in Pales-
tine on May 21.

Myanmar is competing against 
India, Chinese Taipei and Palestine in 
Group D. 

Myanmar’s coach, Kumada, was 
quoted on the Myanmar Football Fed-
eration’s website as saying that he was 
confident his side would win. 

“[Chinese] Taipei beat Palestine 6-0 
today,” he said on May 21. “We need to 
try and score at least as many goals as 

our main rival, [Chinese] Taipei,” he 
added.

Although Kumada’s side downed 
India, he was impressed with the pro-
gress the side has made.

“They were wonderful. We made a 
lot of mistakes,” he said. 

“But we didn’t concede any goals 
because our defence was good and the 
goalkeeper played well.”

And while Myanmar won the 
match, India had the better of posses-
sion and played an attacking brand of 
football that left the defenders under 
constant pressure.

However, Myanmar’s strikers took 
the chances that came their way, with 
NawArlo Waa Phaw shooting from dis-

tance in the sixth minute and scoring.
India nearly equalised in the 22nd 

minute when India’s striker went one-
on-one against goalkeeper Thin Thin 
Soe but could not find the net.

From the resulting counterattack Yi 
Yi Oo unleashed another shot, only to 
see it hit the bar.

But on 26 minutes Khin Moe Wei 
dribbled through the Indian defence 
and shot accurately to the left of India’s 
keeper to double the advantage.

In the second half Kumada changed 
the formation and benched key players 
Than Than Htwe, NawArlo Waa Phaw 
and Phu Pwint Khaine. However, 
bringing on new legs did not help the 
side add to the scoreline. 

Women’s football side blanks India
AUNG SI HEIN 
aungsiheinmm8@gmail.com

MYANMAR will field a team to 
contest the disabled basketball 
competition at the 7th Southeast 
Asian Paralympic Games in Janu-
ary, which will be hosted by Myan-
mar.

A 12-member team is training 
at the South Dagon indoor sports 
stadium in preparation for the 

January 14-20 competition, and will 
later train with other national sides 
to gain experience, said the team’s 
coach.

“This tournament is very good 
for disabled players and it will 
boost their morale to play some 
international matches,” said the 
team’s coach, Aung Myo Myint.

The 7th Southeast Asian Paralym-
pic Games will bring together the 
10 members of ASEAN to contest 

12 categories, including athletics, 
swimming, table tennis, football, 
basketball, volleyball, chess and 
other events. 

Aung Myo Myint said Thailand 
and Malaysia are likely to be the 
dominant nations in the competi-
tion. 

Myanmar’s Disabled Sports Fed-
eration hopes to better its sixth-
place finish during the previous 
games in Indonesia in 2011. 

SERGIO Garcia is yet to 
speak to Tiger Woods after 
making an inappropriate 
remark about the world No. 
1-ranked golfer, though he 

would certainly take an opportunity to 
open some direct dialogue at the U.S. 
Open if he gets a chance next month.

Garcia sparked controversy last 
week by saying he would serve fried 
chicken if they were to have dinner 
together at the US Open. That kind of 
stereotype has been used for at least 
a century to denigrate African-Ameri-
cans.

Along with making a public apol-
ogy for the remark, Garcia on May 23 
said he had made contact with Mark 
Steinberg, who handles Woods’ busi-
ness affairs.

Asked at the BMW PGA Champion-
ship if he had spoken to Woods, Garcia 
said: “Unfortunately not, though I have 
spoken to Mark Steinberg and he said 
that they are moving forward. And if I 
manage to talk to Tiger then I will do 
that definitely when I see him at the 
US Open.”

The Spanish golfer said he didn’t 
sense any animosity from the crowd 
during his opening round.

“It was okay out there today and it’s 
been a tough week, but for the most 
part it’s been okay,” he said. “And I felt 

the warmth of the people and they 
were very supportive of myself and my 
playing colleagues.

“That really helped a lot and, like I 
have always said, I am very, very fortu-
nate because I feel like the people sup-
port me everywhere I go, and not just 
in Europe. So I am very thankful for 
that and to get a welcome like I did.”

Woods and Garcia have exchanged 
barbs over the past two weeks, dat-

ing to the third round of The Players 
Championship when Garcia implied 
that Woods purposely stirred up the 
gallery as the Spaniard was playing a 
shot.

Woods responded on May 22 
to Garcia’s remark with a series of 
tweets that said: “The comment that 
was made wasn’t silly. It was wrong, 

hurtful and clearly inappropriate. I’m 
confident that there is real regret the 
remark was made. The Players (Cham-
pionship) ended nearly two weeks ago 
and it’s long past time to move on and 
talk about golf.”

However, the controversy took a 
further twist on May 23 when the head 
of the European Tour had to apologise 
for using the term “coloured” during 
a live television interview in which he 
was commenting on the spat between 
Garcia and Woods.

In the interview, European Tour 
CEO George O’Grady said that “most 
of Sergio’s friends are coloured athletes 
in the United States.”

The word “coloured” is considered 
an antiquated and offensive term in 
some countries when referring to 
black people.

“I deeply regret using an inappro-
priate word in a live interview for Sky 
Sports for which I unreservedly apolo-
gise,” O’Grady said in a statement.

It was a sentiment shared by Gar-
cia.

“I didn’t hear about the comments 
as I was playing today but I have since 
been told about it, I think it unfortu-
nate,” Garcia said.

The US Open will be played June 
13-16 at Merion Golf Club in Ardmore, 
Pennsylvania. – AP
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Golfing feud turns ugly

‘Most of Sergio’s 
friends are 
coloured athletes in 
the United States.’

George O'Grady 
European Tour CEO

Disabled basketball team set for regional games

Sergio Garcia watches his shot 
during the first round of the BMW 
PGA Championship at Wentworth 

Golf Club in Surrey, England on 
May 22. Photo: AP
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Women’s football squad opens 
Asian Cup with a win 
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Robbed: 
Milwaukee 
Brewers left 
fielder Ryan 
Braun leaps 
a to catch a 
ball hit by Los 
Angeles Dodgers’ 
Adrian Gonzalez 
preventing a 
home run on May 
22 in Milwaukee.

BRIEFS

Sydney
Brad McGee to coach elite Aussie 
road cycling
Former Tour de France stage winner 
and yellow jersey holder Brad McGee 
will share the national coaching role 
previously held by Matt White in Aus-
tralian cycling.

Cycling Australia said May 20 that 
McGee will run the national elite 
men’s road team at the world titles, 
the Olympics and Commonwealth 
Games.

Brian Stephens, based in Austria, 
will take on the role of coordinator for 
the large number of Europea-based 
male Australian riders.

Boston 
The 50th Super Bowl goes to San 
Francisco Bay Area
The 50th Super Bowl will be held in 
the San Francisco Bay Area.

NFL owners voted May 21 for the 
49ers’ new stadium as host of the 
2016 game. That facility in Santa 
Clara, California, is due to open for the 
2014 season.

The 2017 Super Bowl will be held 
in Houston, which also beat Miami for 
that game.

London 
Man United earns EPL-record 
US$93M from broadcasters
Manchester United earned a record 
60.8 million pounds (US$92.7 million) 
in Premier League television revenue 
this season en route to a 20th English 
title.

Deposed champion Manchester 
City, which finished 11 points behind 
United in second, received 58.1 million 
pounds (US$88.6 million), according 
to figures released by the league on 
last week.

Even finishing last was lucrative, 
with Queens Park Rangers returning 
to the second tier after earning 39.8 
million pounds ($60.6 million) from TV 
companies. – AP

NEW YORK 

Man City, NY Yankees establishing MLS team

Pinstripes on the pitch

‘The Red Bulls 
now will have 
a rival here 
in the market 
providing them 
with that derby-
like competition 
that is such a 
driver of what 
makes football so 
successful around 
the world.’

Don Garber 
MLS Commissioner
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MANCHESTER City and the New 
York Yankees have joined forces 
to establish a US$100 million 
Major League Soccer team.

New York City Football Club 
will be the MLS’s 20th team and 
is set to start playing from the 
2015 season.

“This is not a marketing gim-
mick,” City chief executive Ferran 
Soriano said in a conference call 
on May 21. “This is about devel-
oping a team that will play very 
good football and will have a 
chance to win.”

City, which is owned by Sheik 
Mansour bin Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan of Abu Dhabi, will be the 
majority owner of the team.

The venture is being launched 
by City amid difficulties in Eng-
land after the team failed to win 
a trophy in the 2012-13 season, 
leading to manager Roberto 
Mancini being fired.

Soriano said it wasn’t a mis-
take to award Mancini a new 
five-year contract after City won 
the Premier League title in May 
2012, ending the team’s 44-year 
English title drought.

“We don’t think we are un-
der any instability,” Soriano said. 
“We are changing the manager 
as it happens in other clubs. We 
feel confident that we will have 
a good manager and a very good 
team next year. And I don’t think 
anybody made a mistake on this. 
It’s just, as normally as it hap-
pens in football, time to change 
for the good.”

City is in need of new revenue 
streams to help comply with 
UEFA’s Financial Fair Play rules, 
which are designed to curtail 
over-spending by wealthy owners 
and require clubs to eventually 
break even on football-related 
activities.

But heavy spending led to City 
losing 90 million pounds ($137 
million) in the 2011-12 financial 
year with transfer fees since the 
club entered Abu Dhabi ownership 

in 2008 went beyond 580 million 
pounds ($880 million).

“This obviously has nothing to 
do with Financial Fair Play,” So-
riano said. 

“So we don’t have any problem 
with the Financial Fair Play rules, 
and the New York team has noth-
ing to do with it.”

There is a chance the New 
York club will serve as a feeder 
team for City, while young play-
ers unable to break into the 

Premier League squad could be 
loaned the other way.

“I think naturally it will hap-
pen, that some Manchester players 
will end up playing in New York,” 
Soriano said. 

Yankees President Randy 
Levine will be the lead executive 
responsible for launching the club.

“They’ll be running all the soc-
cer,” Levine said. “We know our 
way around New York, how to get 
things done.”

The expansion fee for the new 
team is $100 million. It will com-
pete for attention, and dollars, with 
10 other professional major sports 
teams in the New York market.

NYC FC will start play at an in-
terim venue with one option being 
the New Yankee Stadium, which 
opened in 2009.

The venue hosted its first two 
football matches last year and is 
the site of a friendly on May 25 be-
tween City and Chelsea. The origi-
nal Yankee Stadium was the home 
of the North American Soccer 
League’s New York Cosmos in 1976.

The new team is intended to 
spark a rivalry with the New York 
Red Bulls, who play in Harrison, 
New Jersey.

“The Red Bulls now will have 
a rival here in the market pro-
viding them with that derby-like 
competition that is such a driver 
of what makes football so success-
ful around the world,” said MLS 
Commissioner Don Garber, call-
ing the addition of a second New 
York team a “big transformational 
event.”

The Yankees have long been 
exploring football deals. A part-
nership with Manchester United 
was announced in 2001, but that 
turned into a now-expired licens-
ing and broadcasting agreement. 
The Yankees’ YES Network has 
broadcast Arsenal games on a de-
layed basis since October 2010.

Legends Hospitality, co-owned 
by the Yankees, Dallas Cowboys 
and Checketts Partners Invest-
ment Fund, takes over hospitality 
and catering at Manchester City’s 
Etihad Stadium next season.

With the decision completed on 
team No. 20, MLS can turn atten-
tion to No. 21.

Former Los Angeles Galaxy 
star David Beckham, who plays 
his final game this weekend be-
fore retiring, has an option to buy 
an MLS expansion team at below 
cost. Miami appears to be a pos-
sible market. – AP




