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Regional govts in the dark on cut-price SIM card sale plan

By Aung Shin

OFFICIALS from several regional
governments have admitted
they are in the dark about the
distribution of K1500 SIM cards
on April 24, as it emerged one-third
of SIM cards would be reserved for
civil servants.

State media announced on April
3 that distribution responsibilities
for the CDMA SIM cards had been
awarded to regional governments
rather than private companies in
order to avoid price gouging by
brokers.

The announcement came
after President U Thein Sein
held a meeting with regional
communications ministers in Nay
Pyi Taw on March 29.

Mandalay Region Minister for
Transport and Communication U
Kyaw San said his government also
lacked information about the SIM
card sale, particularly how many
it will receive. The government
has promised to distribute 350,000
cards a month nationally.

“We haven’t yet got detailed
information about the sale,” he
said. “For example, we don’t know
how many SIM cards we are going

Time is not right for refugee repatriation, says UNHCR

to get but it will probably depend on
the population ratio. The president
instructed that one-third of SIM
cards will be for government staff,
and the remaining two-thirds for
the public.”

Yangon Region Minister for
Transport and Communication
U Aung Khin told the Yangon
Region Hluttaw last week that
the government “doesn’t have
any detailed plan for the sale of
low-cost SIM cards”, and that it
had received no instructions from
the central government on how to
distribute them.

He was speaking in response to
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an “urgent” question submitted
on April 8 by Yangon Region
Hluttaw representative Dr Nyo
Nyo Thin, who asked how the
regional government planned to
sell the SIM cards and urged it
to ensure transparency during
the sale. Three representatives
expressed support for her proposal.

The Myanmar Times also tried
to contact the Sagaing Region
Minister for Transport and
Communication but was told
that the minister was travelling
overseas and would not arrive back
until April 24.

Another minister from the

Sagaing Region Government said:
“We just know that the cards
will be distributed based on the
population in the region. We are
not sure about the exact details.”

U Thet Naing Win from Elite
Tech, a company owned by U
Tay Za’s Htoo Group that has
previously distributed SIM cards,
said he knew “nothing” about the
sale.

“We are not making any plans for
[the release of SIM cards] at all. We
understand that private companies
are not involved in the sale of low-
cost SIM cards, according to the
government announcement.”

Young Muslim refugees attend a school at the Mae La camp on the Thai-Myanmar border. Despite the government and most armed ethnic groups reaching ceasefires over the
past 18 months, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) says conditions are not yet right for refugees to return home. Full story page 10. Pic: AFP

Govt opens o1l and gas auction

Policy shift sees

By Stuart Deed

THE Ministry of Energy
has invited bids for the
rights to 30 offshore oil and
gas blocks and, crucially,
dropped the requirement
for a domestic partner for

foreign investors

deepwater exploration.

Of the blocks put up
for tender, 11 are shallow
water, which still require
a domestic partner, and
the remaining 19 are
deepwater.

The April 11 invitation,
which calls for expressions

allowed to bid for 19 deepwater blocks without a Myanmar partner

of interest and other
related documents from
prospective bidders by June
14, says winning bidders
will be required to enter
into production sharing
contracts with the state-
run Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise (MOGE).

It adds that bidders
“must have technical
competency, financial
capability, experience,
expertise and technical
know-how to conduct
petroleum exploration
and development works in
offshore areas and must

have [a] good track record
with respect to offshore
petroleum operations” to be
considered.

As with other recent
tenders, such as the
national telecoms licences
and onshore oil and gas
blocks, potential bidders

will be required to undergo
prequalification. Those who
pass the first stage will be
presented with a general
overview of each block
“consisting of representative
data and information, free
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Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak holds a copy of his coalition’s election manifesto during a political
rally at a stadium in Kuala Lumpur on April 6. Pic: AFP

Close race has Malaysia in a frenzy

IT has been said that the
definition of frenzy is a
group of women working in a
fishprocessing plant.

Right now, it might be more
apt to say that it is a bunch of
Malaysian politicians running
for election in the southern
state of Johor.

Frenetic is the right word
for their behaviour since April
3 when Prime Minister Najib
Razak, 59, finally dissolved
parliament.

Likely to be held in the last
week of this month, the nation’s
13t general election will
feature some of the most hotly
contested battles in Malaysia’s
history and the outcome is
anybody’s guess.

The victor may be Najib’s
National Front, which won 137
seats in the 2008 election, or it
may be the ascendant People’s
Alliance helmed by former
deputy prime minister Anwar
Ibrahim, 65, which won 75
seats.

Everyone is on tenterhooks,
as indicated by the unseemly
frenzy in Johor, the birthplace
of the Front’s dominant party,
the United Malays National
Organisation.

Normally, UMNO and its
coalition allies would sweep
most of the seats in this
southern state bordering
Singapore, while the opposition
would focus on other areas
where the prospects look more
promising.

Not this time. Such is the
confidence of Anwar’s men that
last week it stunned observers
by revealing that some of its
heavyweight candidates will
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forego their safe seats and run
in UMNO’s bastion of Johor.

It sounded bonkers at first,
but upon further consideration
it becomes clear that there is
method in this madness.

Who dares, wins. And
this, the most astonishingly
daring move in the annals of
Malaysian politics, may well be
the pivotal move that wins a
slew of seats for the opposition.

One of its veteran leaders,
the pugnacious warhorse Lim
Kit Siang, has announced that
he will not only switch from
his safe Perak constituency to
Johor, but that he will fight
for the fortress seat of Gelang
Patah.

That means he will likely face
Johor Chief Minister Ghani
Othman, the most powerful
politician in the state.

On the surface, it looks like
political harikiri but Lim is no
fool, nor is he prone to suicidal
tendencies.

He knows that the decent, but
bland Ghani is vulnerable, and
he knows that Geylang Patah
is 52 percent Chinese and 12pc
Indian.

And he knows that those
nonMalays have turned against
the front and that if he can win
most of their votes, and just
get a little support from the
constituency’s 34pc Malays, he
is in.

As well as Lim, former
Malaysian army chief, Hashim
Hussein, will fight for Anwar
in the state capital, Johor
Baru, and other “big name”
oppositionists will also contest
throughout UMNO’s heartland.

The move has spooked Najib’s
men and they sent former PM
Mahathir Mohamad down south
to stiffen sinews.

He urged Johoreans to
continue to make their state the
government’s “fixed deposit” of
seats and called on them to end
the political careers of Anwar
and Lim.

While Mahathir, 87, derided
Lim for being in politics too long
and being biased, there were
signs that many voters thought
being called old and biased by
someone like him was like being
called ugly by a warthog.

Perhaps an even more
disturbing sign for Najib’s team
was the way one of its brightest
new stars, the electrifying
UMNO youth leader Khairy
Jamaluddin, announced that he
will not run in the election.

Naturally, people assume
he did this because he knows
which way the wind is blowing
and that he is distancing
himself from imminent defeat
and the dispatch of Najib to the
glue factory.

That prospect still remains
a long shot, and it would be a
little unfair on Najib, who has
done a halfdecent job and is
more likable, if less incisive and
visionary, than Anwar.

But then, life’s not fair. If it
were, Anwar and Lim would
never have been jailed and
Tuya would still be alive.

For Myanmar,

lessons

from

the transition
1in Indonesia

By Jim Della-Giacoma

INDONESIA, with its free media,
rambunctious democracy and
frequent elections could well be
the most democratic country in
Southeast Asia. Its robust economic
growth is something others want to
emulate. It is not surprising that
it is regarded as something of a
global success story and has been
studied by those leading Myanmar’s
transformation as they also try to
create a stable, prosperous and
democratic postauthoritarian nation.

But Indonesia is neither a perfect
nor model democracy. Its transition
15 years ago was incredibly violent.
The sudden end of 32 years of
authoritarian rule brought about
dramatic political change, but it also
unleashed a series of deadly ethnic
and religious violent conflicts across
the archipelago. It is easy to forget
the first dark years of “reformasi”
and how many feared that this
diverse country would break up
into its component ethnic parts.
The lessons from this period provide
Myanmar with the opportunity to
learn from Indonesia’s mistakes.

According to one study, between
1998 and 2002, six Indonesian
provinces, including East Timor,
experienced largescale extended
violence that killed almost 16,000
people. This is a conservative
estimate, and the death toll was
almost certainly higher. But the
good news is that in the last decade,
four out of the remaining five of
Indonesia’s extended violent conflicts
have ended. How did this happen?

For answers, it is useful to look
at how the government halted
communal fighting in Poso in the
province of Central Sulawesi.
Between 1998-2001, this conflict
was one of several outbreaks of
Muslim-Christian fighting in eastern
Indonesia that had its origin in
something else — political struggles,
land disputes, elite competition for
jobs — but ended up with parties
identified by religious affiliation.

The imperfect 10-point Malino
Declaration brokered by the
government in 2001 did not end
the killing but it was the turning
point. It led this community away
from deadly conflict to a wary but
durable peace. Each community
sent representatives to talks in
a resort area outside the conflict
zone. The government did its best
to get those in command of militias
committing violence or otherwise
directly involved in the conflict to the
negotiating table. After three days,
an agreement was signed.

When trying to distil lessons from
the Malino agreement for Myanm-
ar’s recent intercommunal violence,
it is important to look not at the
negotiations but the agreement’s
pragmatic substance. Conflictweary
community leaders pledged to cease
all disputes, abide by the law and
punish wrongdoers. The signatories
requested the state take firm and
impartial measures against those
who broke the law.

Leaders made a public
commitment to respect one another

in an attempt to foster an atmos-
phere of religious tolerance, a pledge
that has for the most part held. They
recognised that any citizen had the
right to come and live peacefully
in Poso as long as they respected
local habits and customs. It was
important in this multiethnic and
multireligious country that the
agreement reinforced respect for
followers of all faiths to practice their
respective religions as stipulated by
the constitution.

The agreement said property
would be reinstated to its rightful
owners and those displaced by the
violence returned to their place of
origin. Government support was
given to rehabilitate the economy
and damaged infrastructure.

Analysts studying Indonesia’s
conflicts believe that one reason
widespread intercommunal
fighting persisted for so long was
poor law enforcement. The police
and government lacked experience
and did not act quickly enough to
contain violence before it escalated
out of control. The reluctance of
law enforcement agencies to act
meant either that violence went
unpunished to the point that people
lost faith in police and courts, or
that people took the law into their
own hands. In the end, the central
government had to reassert itself

€The government had
to reassert itself in
provincial conflicts,
rather than leave it to
local leaders.?

in provincial conflicts, rather than
leave it to local leaders to resolve.

The Indonesian experience should
be instructive for Myanmar as it
lays some practical, if difficult steps,
that are in line with President U
Thein Sein’s speech on March 28.
In the long term, the country needs
to imagine itself as a modern state
rather than dwell on the glory
of ancient kingdoms. Looking to
Indonesia, another multiethnic
nation with ethnic and religious
tensions unleashed by the easing
of tight central control, may help.
The mosaic of cultures and religions
that is modern Myanmar must
be the foundation upon which its
democracy is built and the state must
be unequivocal about protecting all
the people inside its borders.

But to succeed in achieving a
national vision of unity and
prosperity, resolving local conflicts
is essential. There cannot be
development if violence spreads.
To succumb to mob rule at this
point in the transition will only
encourage the spread of violence and
the postpone any future democratic
dividend.

(Jim Della-Giacoma is the South
East Asia Project Director of the
International Crisis Group (www.
crisisgroup.org) and is based in
Jakarta, Indonesia.)
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Bill on Voting Model threatens journal with suit
over Michael Learns to Rock article

system to be

submitted in
June: UEC

Changes will not be considered
iIf bill is not passed in 2013,
commission boss tells parties

By Win Ko Ko Latt

THE Union Election
Commission will submit
a proposal to change the
election system when the
next session of parliament
begins in June, chairman
U Tin Aye told parties last
week.

“The UEC cannot decide
whether to change to a
proportional representation
system as some political
parties proposed. The
hluttaw will decide on it,”
U Tin Aye said at a meeting
with 56 political parties in
Nay Pyi Taw on April 8.

Seven parties, including
the National Unity Party
and National Democratic
Force, expressed
support for proportional
representation at the
meeting, while the National
League for Democracy,
Rakhine Nationalities
Development Party, Inn
Nationalities Development
Party and Wa Democratic
Party spoke out against the
proposal. The remaining
party representatives
did not participate in the
discussion.

But U Tin Aye said
that if the proposal is not
approved in 2013 first-
past-the-post voting will
remain in place for the 2015
election, as there will not be
enough time to prepare for
a new voting system after
this year.

Union Solidarity and
Development Party vice

chairman U Htay Oo did
not comment on the issue.
However, changing to PR
is likely to be beneficial for
the party and significantly
reduce the likelihood of an
NLD landslide in 2015.

U Win Myint, the
National League for
Democracy representative
for Pathein, said his party
opposed the change because
it believed many Myanmar
citizens struggled to vote
under the much simpler
first-past-the-post system.

He said the system also
made it easier for a single
party to form government.

“If proportional
representation is used, MPs
will have little connection
to their constituency, so
there will be a question
of who is responsible for
which constituency,” he
said.

He said those who vote
for unsuccessful candidates
in the first-past-the-post
system do not lose out
because the winner has a
responsibility to improve
the socioeconomic situation
of all members of their
constituency.

But other parties
supported the change. U
Han Shwe, a senior member
of the National Unity
Party, said proportional
representation would help
to create a genuine multi-
party system.

“We should have it so we
don’t waste votes and the
hluttaw is all-inclusive,”
he said.

By Lwin Mar Htun

A NEWS journal has
apologised to model Emerald
Nyein for publishing an
article that inferred she had
a sexual relationship with
a member of Danish band
Michael Learns to Rock.

Following the apology,
Emerald Nyein said she
would not follow through
with earlier threats to file
a defamation suit against
Myanmar Newsweek.

The model took part in
an advertising shoot with
Michael Learns to Rock
singer Mikkel Lentz on April
5 for Amazing Hotels and
Resorts’ Ngapali property.
She posted the photo on her
Facebook page, explaining
it was an advertisement,
but another Facebook user
reposted the photo with
offensive text, saying she
should be ashamed of her
behaviour and had damaged
the reputation of Myanmar
women.

“When I read that post, I
was very sad and angry at
him (the Facebook user).
But a lot of my friends
supported me and believed
me so I ignored that post.
Then Myanmar Newsweek
also published that photo
and they accused me in that
journal,” Emerald Nyein
told The Myanmar Times
on April 10.

“They didn’t check with
me whether it was true or
not and they didn’t ask my
permission to use my photo
from Facebook,” she said.

On April 9, Emerald
Nyein called the Myanmar
Newsweek office but was
told there were no editors
present. Shortly afterwards,
she told Yanae Khit
journal she would sue the
publication.

Later, an editor from
Myanmar Newsweek called
and offered to print an
apology in their next issue.

“If they really apologise
like that then I won’t sue
them. I asked them to
resolve this problem as soon
as they can and now I'm
watching to see how they
go about doing it,” she said.

Mikkel Lentz and Emerald Nyein in the promotional photo for Amazing Hotels and
Resorts Ngapali. Pic: Supplied

Emerald Nyein said in
the past she had “always”
uploaded news and photos
about her work to Facebook
but this experience has
persuaded her to be more
selective in future.

“Next time I won’t upload
everything. This has taught
me I need to be more careful
in the future.”

Myanmar Newsweek
editor Nay Min Theik said
the journal would “apologise
until [Emerald Nyein] is
satisfied”.

“We did not put that news
in journal to destroy her
image and future. We saw
the news on Facebook and
just put it in to our journal
as a short photo news,” he
said.

Ma Hlaing Hlaing
Win, general manager
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from Amazing Hotels
and Resorts, confirmed
the Danish rock star and
Emerald Nyein had taken
part in a photo shoot.
“When [Mikkel Lentz]
came to our hotel, we
asked him to take some
advertising photos and he
accepted. Photos were taken

of him with his family and
also with Emerald Nyein,”
she said last week.

After his band played
in Yangon on March 31,
Mikkel Lentz and his family
visited Ngapali and stayed
at Amazing Hotels and
Resorts from April 2 to 7,
she said.

Editorial Secretary

Myanmar Consolidated Media produces

two national publications, both called

The Myanmar Times.

As part of its growth strategy, the

company is seeking to employ two editorial

secretaries in our Yangon office.

- Must be fluent in English {spoken and written)
- Must have university degree
- Computer literacy is highly desirable

Please send your application with CV,
recent photo, copy of NRC and copy of your
labour registration card by Friday, May 3, 2013.
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(Government refuses to confirm
forced resignations, reshuffle

Six senior officials reportedly forced to resign, another 40 demoted under presidential order

THE government is still yet to
publicly announce the forced
retirement of six senior officials
late last month as part of an
administrative reshuffle.

The Irrawaddy reported on
April 2 that the six officials — U
Myat Maw, director-general
of the Internal Revenue
Department at the Ministry of
Finance and Revenue; U San
Thaung, managing director of
Myanma Economic Bank; U
Kyaw Htoo, director-general
of the Trade Department; Aye
Ko, director-general of the
Ministry of National Planning
and Economic Development;
Aung Min, director-general of
the Commerce Department;
and Daw Ni Lar Thein, rector
of the University of Computer
Studies, Yangon (UCSY) — had
been forced to retire under a
presidential order on March
29. Another 40 officials were
effectively demoted in the
reshuffle, the Chiang Mai-based
publication said.

“Six officials were forced to
retire because of mismanagement
or corruption,” it quoted an
official in the President’s Office

as saying. “The President’s Office
received public complaint letters
related to mismanagement
and bribery cases, and an
investigation followed. Some of
the high-ranking civil servants
were found guilty. Some were
hardliners who didn’t want to
make [political] reforms.”

The President’s Office refused
to comment on the order when
contacted by The Myanmar
Times last week, and repeated
attempts to reach presidential
spokesman U Ye Htut were
unsuccessful.

One executive member of
UCSY student union, who
spoke on condition of anonimity,
confirmed the news about
Daw Ni Lar Thein, saying
she had stopped coming to the
university.

He told The Myanmar Times
that Daw Ni Lar Thein was
unpopular with students and
there had also been widespread
allegations of corruption.

Her relationship with the
students deteriorated badly
in December, when she
refused to allow them to hold a
donation ceremony for a final-

year student who died in a
car accident in the university
compound.

He said she had also been
widely criticised for her
management. When she went on
a foreign trip, for example, she
would not pass on responsibility
to another member of staff, he
said.

“I personally think that
she was a kind of hardliner
and preferred to have all of
the power in her hands,” the
student said.

“I'met her face-to-face a couple
time for students affairs. Every
time I said something, she made
fun of me and said, ‘You are just
a kid".”

An official from Myanmar
Economic Bank, who asked not
to be named, said it was the first
time in his 20 years of service
that a managing director had
been forced to retire.

However, he said he believed
it was not related to corruption.

“We are a government bank.
We have no funding or facilities
like private banks so the process
is slower. If customers complain
about it, the government might

see it as poor management,” he
said, adding that he learned of
the change on March 28.

The official also said that MEB
has more responsibilities than
private banks because it has to
manage the national budget.

“We also have many
departments. Sometimes the
employees at the basic level
misbehave, like taking bribes.
But we can’t solve those problems
unless the customers make a
formal complaint,” he said.

Both sources said that the
government should have issued
an official announcement about
the changes to not only ensure
transparency but also send a
message to other officials.

The UCSY student said no
replacemnt rector had been
announced, and this was
creating issues in terms of
decision making. He also said
the university has had no vice
rector for at least two years.

The MEB official said no
new managing director had
appeared at the bank, and
responsibilities were being
shared among four general
managers.

NLD to propose new healthcare policy

By Shwe Yee Saw Myint

THE National League for Democracy will
draft a new national health policy and submit
it to the government for consideration, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi said last week.

“Basic health care is absolutely necessary
in our country,” she said. “Without good
health or education, we can’t expect to raise

the standard of living.”

The NLD leader made the comments at
a ceremony at Yangon’s Parkroyal Hotel on
April 6 officially inaugurate the National
Health Network, the party’s initiative on
healthcare, which was first announced in

early February.

Work on the new policy would be led by the
NLD, the network’s chairman, Dr Tin Myo
Win, said at the ceremony. But others will be
encouraged to contribute, including ministers
and parliamentarians, to ensure the final
result is a collaborative effort, he said.

The National Health Network will also seek
international input for drafting the policy.
“To make the program more effective, we are
inviting consultants from foreign countries,
such as India, Singapore and Thailand,” said

From page 1
Govt opens oil and gas

of charge, by geological/
geophysical team of MOGE”.
They will then be invited to
submit proposals for up to three
blocks, with the “best offered
terms and conditions ... selected
for awarding”.

“Due to time limitation and
in anticipation to interests
shown by many international
oil companies, there will be
no negotiation with respect to
proposed terms and conditions.
Hence, potential bidders has a
single chance to submit their
proposed terms and conditions
and the submitted proposed
terms and conditions must be a
final one and non-negotiable,”
the Ministry of Energy said in
the announcement.

While it was published in

spokesperson said.

Dr Mya Thaung, the network’s vice chairman.

However, a spokesperson from a health-
related international non-government
organisation, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, voiced concerns about political
parties dictating government policy.

“The [NLD] cannot submit their policy...
to the parliament for approval and [have
the ministry] use it, just like that,” the

concern, and he said he believes there may
be some reluctance within the ministry to
address this issue.

The National Health Network’s stated
goals include raising standards in health
and education, running emergency life-
saving training courses, establishing
continuous medical education for local
doctors, facilitating medical research,

sending medical teams to disaster areas,

éWe are inviting consultants
from foreign countries.

he added.

the state-run New Light of
Myanmar newspaper on April
11 and posted on the Ministry of
Energy’s website, the timing of
the release, coming just before
the 10-day water festival break,
is likely to be the subject of
scrutiny.

A foreign oil and gas operator
in Myanmar said he was not
surprised that the ministry
had dropped the local content
requirement for deepwater
exploration.

“For the deepwater [blocks]
it’s a deal breaker for the
supermajors because they
would have had to carry
somebody on their back who
only has a 5 percent stake
in the project,” he said. “I
think it’s not unreasonable
for the supermajors to say
to the government this is an

“I have nothing against a political party
developing a health policy. In fact, it’s a
very good exercise and every political party
should do this, including the USDP, SNLD,
NUP, and so on. Even [the 88 Generation]
should have a perspective on health policy,”

The spokesperson said, however, that it is
widely recognised that the Ministry of Health
suffers from a lack of human resources and
funding. Management is also a cause for

and linking local and international health
organizations.

In her comments on April 6, Daw Aung
] San Suu Kyi specifically highlighted the
need to address maternal and child mortality
rates in Myanmar. She said the National

Health Network aims to send Myanmar

unacceptable requirement for
deepwater exploration projects.”

The Myanmar Times reported
last week that the ministry
was considering dropping the
local partner requirement
for deepwater exploration,
mostly on financial grounds, as
deepwater exploration can cost
up US$100 million a well.

“[T]he investment needed
to explore deepwater blocks
is too great — domestic
companies cannot afford the
capital required for that work,”
said U Than Tun, director of
MOGE’s offshore exploration
department.

Law firm VDB Loi released
an analysis of the tender on
April 11, with partner Edwin
Vanderbruggen labelling the
dropping of the local content
requirement for deepwater

doctors to open more clinics in rural areas,
where access to medical care is often low or
non-existent.

UNICEF figures show Myanmar has the
highest rate of under-five mortality among
ASEAN member countries.

Note to readers: The English edition of
The Myanmar Times will skip an edition over
the water festival holiday. The next edition
will appear on Monday, April 29.

blocks, which had been in
place for about a year, as a
“landmark”.

“This does not necessarily
mean that foreign oil companies
will bid alone,” VDB said in
its analysis. “Companies may
still consider that their bid will
be stronger if a consortium or
joint venture is concluded with
a suitable local partner. One
can certainly imagine there are
strategic benefits to teaming up
with a strong local player.

“In the onshore bidding
round, which is very near the
stage where the shortlisted
companies will be announced,
local partners are only required
at the stage where an actual bid
is submitted. In other words,
one can submit an expression
of interest without a local
partner,” it added.
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Police present evidence from the 48" Street mosque fire at a press conference on

Mosque fire was an accident,
official investigation confirms

By Aung Shin

THE fire that killed 13
people at an Islamic school
in Yangon was an accident,
caused by the extreme heat
of a transformer. But the
failure of teachers to alert
the victims could result in
criminal charges, an official
investigation has found.

“The fire broke out as
a result of the extremely
high temperatures reached
by the transformer at a
time of high voltage. The
transformer could not cut
off the power automatically
because it could function
only manually. The teachers
tried to extinguish the fire,
but neglected the students
in a mezzanine. Those
students died from smoke
inhalation. This was the
result of a mistake by the
teachers,” Yangon Region
Chief Minister U Myint Swe
said at a press briefing on
April 10.

An investigation
committee was formed on
April 2 just hours after
the fire broke out. The

committee examined 43
witnesses and conducted
tests at the scene of the fire.

Investigators found a box
of diesel was kept to supply
the generator. When the
fire broke out, teachers and
students tried to extinguish
it with wet blankets, pillows
and clothing, but the fire
reached the diesel, the
committee’s report said.

The deadly fire took place
against a background of
fear and mistrust between
communities following
violent attacks targeting
the Muslim communities in
Meiktila and Rakhine State.

The report found that
mosque teacher U Zayar
Phyo had spread rumours
that the fire was the result
of an attack because he
feared being charged with
negligence. The report
identified U Zayar Phyo and
U Khin Maung as bearing
the most responsibility,
stating that criminal
charges were likely.

U Myint Swe told
journalists: “Yesterday
we called five Islamic
organisations here to

explain the report’s
findings in detail. They
have accepted that the fire
was accidental, and that
those responsible could
face charges. That is a
judicial matter. We also
have met with the parents
of the victims and other
students. They have voiced
no suspicions as to the
cause, and have accepted
the final report. They just
want the school to reopen
again as soon as possible.”

U Ye Naung Thein,
joint secretary of the
All-Myanmar Moulvi
Organisation, said on
April 11 that his group
accepted the investigation
committee’s report.

“The report is
impregnable,” he said.
“The fire broke out at a
particularly dangerous
moment because it coincided
with riots and rumours
being spread around the
country. We would like
to urge all concerned to
accept the report, and we
are grateful to the Yangon
Region Government for its
prompt and factual report.”
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SIM prices could
hit K50,000: shops

By Kyay Mohn Win

THE era of low-cost SIM
cards has nearly arrived
— but industry experts in
Mandalay are not expecting
phone connections to be as
cheap as the government
has promised.

Massive demand and
limited supply of the CDMA
SIM cards means they are
likely to be resold at prices
above their face value
of K1500 when they are
released on April 24.

The government has
promised to make 350,000
available each month but
some are tipping that
consumers will be forced
to pay as much as K50,000.

“Certainly, cards will
be resold for at least
K20,000 or K30,000, at the
absolute minimum, on the
black market because the
official price is so cheap
but the number available
is very low,” Ko Myo from
Anycall Mobile Phone
and Accessories told The
Myanmar Times last week.

“Even though the
government has warned
that the cards will be
invalidated if they are not
used within 15 days so that
they are not hoarded, they
can simply be recharged to
keep them active and then
sold for a higher price,” he
said.

“It definitely won’t be
easy to buy a K1500 card
like it is to get a K200,000
SIM now because supply

will be much lower.”

Ko Thiha Tun, manager
of Super Mobile, said
consumers might have to
pay as much as K50,000
initially.

“There will definitely be a
black market to some extent
given the limited supply.
We predict Mandalay will
have a tiny allocation ...
because the 350,000 cards
is for the entire country.
But there will certainly
be thousands of people [in
Mandalay] who want to buy

EThere will
definitely be a
black market

to some extent
given the limited

supply.?

a K1500 card,” Ko Thiha
Tun said.

The owner of one phone
shop on Mandalay’s 30t
Street predicted the release
of the SIMs would be
“chaos”.

“Even if the government
let us buy some of the SIM
cards, we wouldn’t take
them up on the offer. We
are afraid people will throw
stones into our shop if we
don’t have enough to meet
all the demand. There could
very well be chaos outside
the Myanma Post and
Telecommunication office

when the new SIM cards
are released,” the phone
shop owner said.

The release is likely to
spark a large increase in
sales of Huawei handsets,
as the Chinese company
is one of just a handful
that offers CDMA 800MHz
phones.

These handsets range
in price from just K20,000
up to K300,000, and phone
shops reported last week
that consumers were
already buying CDMA
phones ahead of the April
24 release date.

“Our shop has already
added a wide variety of
phone accessories and
expanded our counter for

CDMA 800 phones so there
won’t be a shortage,” said
Ko Thiha Tun.

While news of the
cheap SIM cards has
been welcomed, Mandalay
residents said they
were concerned about
the transparency of the
distribution process.

“The lack of transparency
is the main problem for
the public. We can’t know
clearly how the government
will allocate them to the
states and regions,” said
on resident, who asked not
to be named. “They’ve also
released no details about
what measures they are
taking to make sure the
network can cope with all the
new users. Already the lines
are congested because there
aren’t enough mobile towers.”
— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Farmers in Nay Pyi Taw dety
military, cultivate farmland

By Su Hlaing Tun

FARMERS in Nay Pyi Taw whose fields
were confiscated by the army more than
20 years ago have begun growing crops on

the land still vacant.

On April 9, cultivators in Lewe township’s
Aung Chan Thar village started ploughing
100 acres of farmlands confiscated by 302
Light Infantry Regiment in 1990-91.

After the land was taken, farmers were
allowed to cultivate it by paying K15,000
an acre for a period of three years. The
army has now allowed the farmers to use
50 acres of confiscated lands as farmlands
again, but they have ploughed 100 acres.

“We want the chance to grow on our
farmlands because they didn’t do anything
on the land they confiscated. So we plan
to grow on all 100 acres. Everything is
going well. We’ve ploughed the lands and

April 10.

now we'’re irrigating them,” said farmer
U Hla Ohn of Aung Chan Thar village on

The fields, which are 16 kilometres (10
miles) from the regiment headquarters, are
irrigated by the Awayyar dam.

“These lands are easy to irrigate and we

can grow in all three seasons,” he added.

Meanwhile, farmers in Kyoe Za Lote
village in Lewe township have applied to
the government to let them grow crops on
231 acres of farmland confiscated by No 6
Mobile Operations Command.

“We've applied for a permit to grow on
the confiscated land, which was left vacant.
All we want is to cultivate our own land,”
said Ko Nay Linn Aung.

The land in Kyoe Za Lote was confiscated
in 2003, with farmers receiving K200,000
an acre for farmland and K100,000 an acre
for other cultivated land. — Translated by
Thiri Min Htun
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Aviation
school
exams

planned
for May

By Thiha Toe

WOULD-BE young pilot
trainees will have a chance
to learn to fly next month
as they sit exams to enter
the country’s first pilot
training school.

Myanmar Aviation
Academy is holding two
sets of exams — one for
students funding their
own courses and another
for scholarship students —
in English, mathematics
and physics. The exams
are being held at the
Civil Aviation Institute
in Yangon’s Mingalardon
township between May 21
and May 25, said academy
chairman U Kyi Win.

The course costs
US$6500 but 10 of the
24 places will be filled by
scholarship students.

“The entrance exam
for students applying for
the Htoo Foundation’s
scholarship program will
take place on May 22, 23
and 24 for three days and
they will answer questions
on English, maths and
physics for one-and-a-
half hours. Students who
are providing their own
funding will sit the same
three subjects on the same
day. But the questions
are different,” U Kyi Win
said, adding that it will
be “much harder” to get
into the program on a
scholarship than by paying
the tuition fee.

The 24 selected to take
the pilot course in June
will study 14 subjects over
a period of 20 months.

To date almost 100
people have applied for
the Htoo Foundation
scholarship, and more than
50 have applied to take
the course at their own
expense, the academy’s
admin manager, U Kyaw
Kyaw Soe, said on April
10.

Application forms
are available from the
academy’s office in Condo
C at Tetkatho Yeikmon
Housing in Bahan
township. The deadline
for submission is April 26.

“Everybody who has
completed matriculation
can apply, but the
number of students we
can take is limited to 24
by ICAO rules,” said U
Thant Zaw, the academy’s
lead trainer, referring to
the International Civil
Aviation Organisation.
“The course is also very
difficult,” he added.

Applicants for the
scholarship program must
be aged over 17, medically
fit, and must score at least
60 in all three tests. The
objective is to be able to
pilot an aircraft solo after
20 hours of dual training.

| £

Kachin Independence Army soldiers on the frontlines near Laiza in January. Pic: Kaung Htet

Questions over China’s
role after delay in talks

THE Chinese government’s refusal
to allow international observers at
Kachin peace talks has delayed the
latest round of negotiations, the Kachin
Independence Organisation says,
despite the Chinese embassy in Yangon
rejecting the allegations.

Talks between the government
peacemaking team and Kachin
Independence Organisation were
scheduled to take place in Myitkyina on
April 6 but have been postponed until
after water festival.

“China proposed to us that it was
proper to invite Asian observers. They
are not willing to let Western countries
sit at the round table and see what they
are discussing in regards to the Kachin
issue,” KIO spokesperson U La Nan
told The Myanmar Times on April 10.

“We’ll try again to have international
observers attend. It’s one of our criteria
for the talks.”

Earlier in the week, peace activist
and member of Kachin Peace Network
Daw Khon Ja told Weekly

IN DEPTH!

with
Ei Ei Toe Lwin and
Tim McLaughlin

statement said.

“Chinese side is willing and always
ready to render its humble support and
assistance to the peace talk between
the two sides in the future, as requested
by the Myanmar Government, helping
them get long-term peace through
peace talk.”

The statement did not address
the issue of whether China would
allow third-party observers but a
spokesperson from the Chinese
embassy said in an email that it had
not interfered in the talks in any way.

Speaking to The Myanmar Times
on April 8, Daw Khon Ja stood by her
initial comments.

to host negotiations are also seen as a
reactionary measure to US ambassador
to Myanmar Derek Mitchell’s comments
that the US would be willing to act as
an intermediary.

“Soon after US ambassador to
Myanmar Derek Mitchell’s visit to
Kachin State in mid-December, China
decided to act and offered to host the
peace talks to preempt a similar move
by Washington,” Yun Sun, a visiting
fellow at the Brookings Institute, said
in the February 20 issue of the Asia
Pacific Bulletin, which is published by
the East-West Center.

A spokesperson from the US embassy
in Yangon said last week that the US
had not been asked to act as an observer
but would consider doing so if an
invitation was extended from “all sides”.

Other sources gave mixed reasons for
the delay of the April 6 meeting.

The Peace-talk Creation Group, a
Myitkyina-based organisation that
has helped with the facilitation of prior

talks, told The Myanmar Times

Eleven that the delay was due
to the Chinese government’s
refusal to allow international
observers to attend the talks.

“International observers
from the United States, the
United Kingdom and the

EWe’ll try again to have international
observers attend. It’s one of
the KIO’s criteria for the talks.?

last week that it was because
the Chinese had refused to
allow observers.

“We had also have heard
this information from the
KIO. China won’t accept an
observer from the US,” said

United Nations are ready to

attend the meetings, but China doesn’t
want them to attend and rejected
their offer. That is why the meeting
was delayed again,” she was quoted
as saying.

Several sources said China had
objected to a point in an earlier
agreement drafted by the government
and KIO stipulating that an
international observer be present for
future talks.

Daw Khon Ja’s comments were
spread quickly through social media
and the Chinese embassy responded on
April 7 with a statement saying it “feels
regret for [the] lack of factual basis of
those reports”.

“China fully respects the
independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Myanmar and
support Myanmar government in its
efforts to maintain national unity and
ethnic harmony as the close neighbour
and truly friend of Myanmar,” the

“The KIO proposed to the government
at the last talks that they would like
international observers from the US,
UK and the UN. The government
agreed, but the point was left out of the
final agreement because China didn’t
accept it. Now, they have objected
again,” she said.

The Chinese government has been
serving as a facilitator for peace talks
since February, with two rounds of
talks held in the Chinese border town
of Ruili. At the conclusion of the first
round of talks, on February 4, the
government and KIO released a joint
communiqué saying that discussions
touched on “persons who may attend
as observers and organisations which
may attend as witnesses, at the next
meeting”.

China was influential in bringing
the two sides together for the February
talks following a flare-up in violence
in mid-December. However, its efforts

group member U San Aung.

But the Myanmar Peace Center
denied that it was the reason, instead
attributing the delay to logistical
problems.

“The talks were postponed because
observers, those invited by KIO, could
not arrive in time. Therefore, the
meeting will be held after Thingyan,
but we can’t fix the date,” said Dr
Min Zaw Oo, program director of the
centre’s ceasefire negotiation program.

The vice chair and spokesperson
of the United Nationalities Federal
Council, Saw David Tharkabaw, also
said the Chinese government was not
responsible for the rescheduling.

“It isn’t that,” he told The Myanmar
Times by telephone. “It is because the
other side, the government side, was
not ready yet.”

He said that the next round of talks
were being planned for the end of April
but said the location had not yet been
decided.

Briefs

Police to set up child
protection units

POLICE are to set up child
protection units in Nay Pyi
Taw, Yangon and Man-
dalay later this year. The
units are part of a new
anti-trafficking force ap-
proved by the government
in January.

Among the objectives of
the units will be to protect
children from sexual abuse,
including by foreigners, po-
lice say.

Police Major Khin Maung
Hla, of the anti-trafficking
police in Nay Pyi Taw, said
last week: “The anti-traffick-
ing police will form 20 units,
including three child protec-
tion units, later this year.”

He said each child pro-
tection unit would have 36
officers who would work
on child-rights cases and
investigate allegations of
child abuse and other child-
related crimes.

“The country is open-
ing up and foreigners are
flocking into the county.
We need to be prepared to
prevent the use of children
for sexual exploitation and
abuse,” he said, adding that
UNICEF would support the
police in capacity-building.
—Aye Sapay Phyu

Radio programs
teach English

THE second in a series of
four radio programs in-
tended to help young peo-
ple in rural regions learn
English aired its first epi-
sodes last week.

Called “Obla Air”, the
new program tells the story
of a small airline based in
Freeport City. It describes
the lifestyles of the owner,
pilot, staff and passengers.
The drama unfolds in Eng-
lish with key words given in
Myanmar to help listeners
follow along.

“Obla Air” can be heard
at 9pm on Wednesdays and
Saturdays on Mandalay FM
and Pyinsawadi FM. Each
episode lasts 15 minutes and
the show will run for 20 epi-
sodes. The program is part of
Learn English Radio, which
is produced by the British
Council. — Yhoon Hnin

Luxury hotel to
open in Nay Pyi Taw

A NEW luxury hotel is set
to open in Nay Pyi Taw
this month, ahead of the
Southeast Asian Games in
December. Emerald Palace
Hotel, owned by Myanmar
Selone Company, will offer
rooms from US$50 to $150.

The property will be man-
aged by Thai company The
Unique Collection of Hotels
and Resorts, which oversees
a range of boutique proper-
ties, the majority in Thai-
land.

“With the high level of ex-
pansion taking place in Nay
Pyi Taw as well as the SEA
Games ... it was clear that
a new category of upscale
accommodation will be
needed there. We are going
to open 46 rooms in April,” a
spokesperson said.

Another 214 rooms will
open shortly before the
games begin. — Yu Yu Maw
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Extra Thingyan security in Mandalay, NPT

Rumours of violence during water festival prompt police and pandal organisers to beef up security in upper Myanmar

By Si Thu Lwin and
Su Hlaing Tun

AGAINST a background of fear,
both police and private security
measures for the Thingyan
festival have been intensified in
Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw.
Rattled by last month’s
clashes in Meiktila and the
still-unresolved intercommunal
problems in Rakhine State,
residents and visitors appear
wary of the crowding and
potential for rowdiness that
usually marks the water festival.

Pyone Cho said: “The situation
is calm now, but rumours are
circulating — including one that
people will be throwing acid
instead of water. I've decided to
close my shop during the water
festival because I don’t know
what will happen.”

Mandalay Region police said
they would increase security.
“We will deploy at the most
crowded locations where the
public are relaxing. We will
use all the police forces of the
region, district and township.
Cars entering the moat area

Mandalay restaurant owner Ko

Police 1ssue
warning on
festival fun

MANDALAY police have issued their
traditional warning against Thingyan revellers
who overstep the mark. But a prominent
comedian has challenged their position,
saying it should be up to merrymakers to
decide whether they celebrate Thingyan in
the “traditional” manner.

The police announced through the state-
run Mandalay daily newspaper on April 7
that they would deploy almost 900 police and
firefighting personnel around the mayor’s
pandal, around the moat and Kandawgyi Lake,
to make sure members of the public enjoyed
the holiday in safety.

The police warned that they could take
action against “indecorous action, speech
and dressing up” under two sections of the
Penal Code, which could mean fines and
three months’ jail time for overenthusiastic
offenders.

But Lu Maw of the Moustache Brothers
comedy troupe thinks this is going too far.
“Parents or relatives can tell people to cool
down if they get too excited. If the authorities
want to preserve Myanmar traditions, they
should set up separate programs for family
entertainment. Then the merrymakers can
choose where they want to celebrate,” he said
on April 9.

While police normally warn against indecent
behaviour, observers said it was the first time
they had threatened to charge revellers under
the penal code. Most offenders in previous
years have been charged with drunken or
reckless driving, especially on motorcycles, or

will be checked for weapons such
as knives or clubs,” sai i

Major Soe Nyein.

He added that security cameras
had been installed near pandals,
and private security guards and
firefighters would supplement
the security provided by the
police.

This year, officials have
changed the location of pandals
along the moat and added new
pandal sites in the inner city and
Kandawgyi Lake areas. There
will be 10 pandals on Kandawgyi
Ring Road and about 40 pandals
around the moat.

“No one can say exactly
whether the rumour will come
true or not so we need to be alert

violent behaviour. — Phyo Wai Kyaw

Activist charged again over riots

By Naw Say Phaw Waa

A POLITICAL activist already
on trial for incitement has been
charged again, this time in a
township court.

Ko Ye Min Oo, secretary of the
Federation of Students’ Unions
(Organising Committee), was
charged under section 505b of the
Penal Code in Yangon’s Northern
District Court on April 4.

He was then charged with the
same offence at Bahan Township
Court on April 8, his brother, Ko
Ye Min Aung, told The Myanmar
Times. The charges stem from his
alleged involvement in inciting the
recent violence between Muslims
and Buddhists in Mandalay and
Bago regions.

Ko Ye Min Oo has denied the
charges and says he has been
accused because of his role in
organising monk-led protests
in 2012 against the proposed
opening of an Organisation for
Islamic Cooperation office.

“We only found out about the
new charge on the night of April
7. At the hearing on April 8 at
Bahan court, the trial date was
set for April 22 and the police
allowed us to meet freely today.
My brother just kept saying to
us that he had been arrested
unjustly.”

éMy brother just
kept saying to us
that he had heen
arrested unjustly.’

A district court hearing scheduled
for April 23 was rescheduled to
April 9. At the hearing, police
officer Yu Kyi from Kyauktada
township said police had arrested
Ko Ye Min Oo on April 4, FSU vice
president Ko Ye Myat Hein said.

This contradicts statements
by friends and family that Ko

Ye Min Oo had been arrested on
March 24.

“After police officer Yu Kyi
spoke, the court said to come back
on April 23 to hear the case,” Ko
Ye Myat Hein said.

Meanwhile, Ko Ye Myat
Hein and three friends, Ko Ye
Min Aung, Ma Noe Noe and
Ko Chit Lin, were charged in
Kyauktada Township Court under
section 353/506 for disturbing
government officials on April
7. They were charged because
they asked security personnel for
permission to meet Ko Ye Min Oo
at the first hearing in his trial, on
April 4. A scuffle broke out after
the security personnel rejected
their request.

“They interrogated us and said
we were disturbing the police at
the court. They also said that we
threatened them. We denied these
accusations and we told them that
we didn’t say any threatening
words. Then we signed a bond that
we would come back when the trial
date has been set,” he said.

to everything,” said office worker
Ma Hsu Hsu, 30.

In Nay Pyi Taw, both police and
private security organisations
will be watching the pandals,
which will reportedly be less
numerous than last year. A
spokesperson for the city council
said pandals would have their
own security. As in previous
years, police and a regulatory
body for pandals will watch over
junctions, but the body will be
beefed up with members of the
infamous Swan Arr Shin militia.

Nay Pyi Taw will have only
four pandals — three in the hotel
zone and the mayor’s pandal

— while only three have been
erected in nearby Pyinmana.

“We hear rumours. They make
people nervous, but when we
investigate there are no details.
Security forces will be present
in specific places, with a reserve
in waiting,” said senior police
officer Than Myint.

One resident said: “We
haven’t built a pandal this year.
Everybody is being cautious. A
lot of young people are going
to meditation centres instead.
People don’t seem to be in the
mood to celebrate.”

— Translated by Thiri Min
Htun and Zar Zar Soe

By Noe Noe Aung

INVESTIGATORS have concluded
that farmers who complained about
aland grab in Shwenanthar village
in Yangon’s Mingalardon township
did in fact receive compensation,
and had signed papers saying they
wanted to leave farming.

The Zaykabar company had
paid up to K600,000 an acre for
the land, members of the land
dispute investigation commission
found when they visited the area
in February.

“Commissioners went to
Shwenanthar on February 10 and
met with the president of Zaykabar
company, department heads of the
township administration office
and the department of settlement
and land records,” Pyithu Hluttaw
representative and commission
member U Aung Zin told The
Myanmar Times on April 6.

Thingyan fans enjoy the festival at a pandal on 26™ Street, beside Mandalay’s moat, in April 2012 Pic: Phyo Wai Kyaw

Yangon farmers already
received compensation: MP

“The commission found the
farmers had already received
compensation. The company paid
K300,000 an acre for 643 acres
and K600,000 an acre for 172 acres
of paddy fields in exchange for a
contract signed by the farmers to
say they would give up farming
and take up another occupation,”
he said, adding that Zaykabar had
wanted to build an industrial zone,
but had not received the necessary
permission to change the land
designation.

U Aung Zin said the farmers had
claimed they were forced to sign the
contracts.

“We put our findings in the
report. Now all we have to do is
await the decision of the hluttaw,”
he said.

The Myanmar Times could not
reach U Nay Myo Wai, a politician
assisting the Shwenanthar farmers,
because he is on a month-long trip
to upper Myanmar.
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Sayadaw slams ‘969’ campaign

By Cherry Thein

PROMINENT monks have
spoken out against the “969”
campaign, saying the peaceful
symbol has been misused to
create divisions between people
of different faiths.

The Venerable Kundala
Kumar from Magwe township
said the symbol, which is meant
to be used to “remember and
respect” the Buddha, Dhamma
and Sangha, had been
“defamed” by the anti-Muslim
riots that occurred in Meik-tila
last month.

He said it had often been
used for missionary work and
religious education classes
and as a means of reminding
Buddhists to be mindful of the
core values of their religion.

“969” stickers were found
to be widespread not only in
Meiktila but also towns in Bago
Region to where the violence
quickly spread, he said.

“We should not use this logo
for any kind of unreasonable
purpose or violence because
it is meant to represent the
‘three gems’,” he said, referring
collectively to the Buddha,
Dhamma and Sangha.

The stickers were apparently
part of a campaign instigated
by Mandalay monk Wirathu
that was designed to encourage
consumers to shun Muslim
businesses. In an interview
with The Irrawaddy last
week, Wirathu denied that the

campaign had been a factor in
the violence in Meiktila, which
saw Muslim shops, religious
buildings and homes targeted
by arsonists.

Sayadaw Pan Pyo Let, a
monk who has worked
extensively with education
and health charities as well
as preaching, said all religious
leaders have a responsibility to
preach calm at times of crisis.
He said he believed the recent
violence was linked to political
developments.

“As everybody knows, the
country is now in a transition
period and the president said
he won’t go back but it is not
happy news for some,” he said.
“I want all people regardless of
race and religion to consider the
situation very carefully before
doing anything.”

Sayadaw Ashin Sandadika
said the “969” symbol and
its equivalent word, arahem,
had long been displayed in
houses and shops to remind
people about the values of their
religion, and to keep the owner
free from danger.

“We used this short word to
create awareness of and always
remember the ‘three gems’, and
to keep peace in our mind. It is
not designed to instigate violence
or to criticise others,” he said.

The venerable Sayadaw
urged people to consider the
consequences of the recent
violence, and to ensure that
religious differences are “not
abused” in a similar manner

The Venerable Ashin Sandadika arrives at a camp for people
displaced by violence in Meiktila on April 1. Pic: Supplied

in future.

“I felt sorry for both Muslims
and Buddhists,” he said. “If
people from different religious
groups show loving kindness
to each other, the country will
get peace.

“True compassionate love
isn’t based on religion and race
— we all need to spread such
kindness and compassion to all
different faiths.”

The Venerable Ashin
Sandadika made the comments
during a trip to Meiktila with
Shwe Parami Foundation,
which he helped establish, and
other social organisations.

The groups collectively
donated K32.8 million ($37,250)
to displaced survivors of the
Meiktila violence — both Muslim
and Buddhist.

The venerable Sayadaw
distributed K27 million in
clothing and cash to rebuild
destroyed homes.

The Myanmar Motion Picture
Association donated K5 million,
while the group Sarnar Mu
Lat Mya donated K800,000.
ID Fashion shop also provided
1000 T-shirts to residents of five
Muslim relief camps and two
Buddhists camps in Meiktila
township.

Delta village gets
training on early
disaster warning

By Aye Sapay Phyu

VILLAGERS in a township most heavily
affected by natural disasters are to receive
training in risk reduction.

The training will help people living in
Aung Hlaing village, in Pyinsalu sub-
township in Labutta district, Ayeyarwady
Region, reduce the risks of storm surges
caused by tsunamis or cyclones, said
U Maung Maung Soe, deputy director
of the Department of Meteorology and
Hydrology.

“The training will help the community
prepare for hazards by using timely early
warning. It will be organised about May
20,” he said.

The project is organised as part of
Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early
Warning System (RIMES) based in
Thailand and the World Meteorological
Organisation regional program.

The training team from the department
and RIMES will advise the community
on how to get timely early warning of
disasters and to make the necessary
preparations, and how to use early
warning communications equipment
to contact other villages in Pyinsalu
subtownship. Last year, the department
and RIMES implemented a similar
project in Yangon Region’s Kungyangon
township.

Pyinsalu sub-township was devastated
by Cyclone Nargis in 2008, suffering a
death toll of about 50,000, a department
official said. About 25 people were lost in
Pyinsalu’s Htan Pin Gone village in the
2004 tsunami.
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NGO report
finds mines
a constant
threat in
Kayin State

By Bill O'Toole

A NEW report has detailed how
villages in Kayin State and eastern
Bago Region continue to be ravaged
by the landmines still scattered across
the region.

The report, compiled by Karen
Human Rights Group based on
anonymous interviews with villagers
between August 2012 and March, said
landmines put “serious restrictions”
on villagers’ ability to travel, resume
farming or rebuild abandoned homes.

“Fatalities and injuries to people and
livestock occur frequently, especially
when there is no prior knowledge of
the mined areas, making displaced
communities particularly vulnerable,”
it said.

In many of the interviews, residents
discuss the way the mines can make
even the most mundane daily activity
potentially life-threatening. One
villager in Nyaunglebin district, Bago
Region, said his neighbour almost lost
his foot while collecting firewood with
his family. Another described how
people living in mountainous areas
“cannot move anywhere” for fear of
mines.

While the majority of landmines
were placed during the decades-long
conflict between the Tatmadaw and
the Karen National Liberation Army,
there are also reports of landmines
being used by members of border guard
force militias, such as the Democratic
Karen Buddhist Army, and even
by individuals to settle business
disputes. One villager in Kayin State’s
Papun district recounted how local
landowners used mines to stop a
construction company from taking
bags of sand from their property.

Padoh Mahn Mahn, a spokesperson
for the Karen National Union, the
political wing of the KNLA, said
landmines have become too prevalent
over many years of conflict. Not only
have many groups lost track of where
their mines are, but locals have
become skilled at making their own
“homemade” landmines.

In addition to detailing the scourge
of landmines, the report painted a
vivid picture of the tenuous relations
between government troops and the
people of Kayin State and eastern Bago
Region. Despite agreeing to an initial
ceasefire in January 2012, both the
Tatmadaw and KNLA continue to man
their combat positions in the eastern
part of the state.

“Frontline government troops still
have not returned [to military bases
elsewhere in the country] so KNU
soldiers still take care of security for
the villages, even though fighting has
stopped,” said one resident of Moo
township, adding that he has seen
KNLA soldiers laying new landmines
in areas near Tatmadaw bases.

Padoh Mahn Mahn told The
Myanmar Times last week he and
his counterparts in the KNLA
acknowledged the risk landmines
pose for villagers but said he believes
they have a purpose. “During war,
landmines are one way to protect the
people,” he said.

Because there is uncertainty over
the future of the ceasefire agreement,
the KNLA is wary of removing its
mines too soon, he said. When the
Tatmadaw stopped “occupying” Kayin
land, the KNLA would cease to use
landmines, he added.

A Ministry of Defence spokesperson
could not be reached for comment.

Refugee return will be
voluntary, says UNHCR

By Cherry Thein

AS international funding for the
refugee camps in Thailand starts
to decline, UN refugee officials have
repeated assurances that any return
to Myanmar must be voluntary,
based on each individual’s informed
decision, and must take place in
safety and dignity.

Both the Thai and Myanmar
governments have agreed that they
will abide by those principles.

But the issue has started to heat
up as international donors, noting
the signing of ceasefire agreements
in some of the country’s long-
running conflicts, have started to
reduce their funding for the camps.

Ms Vivian Tan, spokesperson
for the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) in Bangkok,
told The Myanmar Times by email
that the time for voluntary return
to Myanmar was not ripe, as
the ceasefires had not yet been
translated into peace agreements.

She said there were still many
challenges in southeastern
Myanmar that had to be addressed
before refugee returns from the
nine border camps could take place
in a safe and sustainable way.

“UNHCR does not have a
timeframe to start organising
returns, but we do need to work
with the refugees, [community-
based organisations] and NGOs
now to make sure that when the
time eventually comes, we will all be
ready and not be scrambling to cope
with the demand for repatriation
assistance,” Ms Tan said.

In February, an exile group called
Burma Partnership released a
documentary, Nothing About Us
Without Us: Refugee’s Voices About
Their Return To Burma, in which
refugees expressed their concerns
about the timing and circumstances
of possible repatriation, including
where they would live after their
return.

UNHCR says it has sought to
address the concerns raised in the
documentary.

Ms Vicky Tennant, Head of
Field Office, South-East, UNHCR
Myanmar told The Myanmar Times
that the refugees must be in a

position to decide for themselves
when conditions are right for them
to go home.

“If and when they decide to do so,
and provided they are able to do so
voluntarily, safely, and in dignity,
then UNHCR will work with the
two governments concerned to
ensure that they are able to do so
in a way which makes sure that
their rights are protected,” she said.

“For now, however, we do not
think that the conditions are in
place yet. For example, landmine
clearance has not yet started, and
real progress in the peace process
will be needed in order to build the
confidence of refugees and give them
the long-term security they need in
order to return home permanently.”

Ms Tennant said recent
developments in Myanmar,
particularly the ceasefire
agreements and peace talks, had

For now, we do not
think the conditions
are in place yet for
refugees to return.’

given rise to hopes that if progress
continued many refugees would
eventually be able to return home
and re-establish their lives back in
Myanmar.

She said the Burma Partnership
video was “not as balanced as
it could have been. It made
some unfair allegations against
UNHCR and did not fully reflect
our responses to those allegations.
As a result, the film may have
contributed further to the refugees’
anxiety about repatriation,” she
said.

“The film also suggested that
UNHCR is involved in ‘relocation
sites’ in southeastern Myanmar for
returning refugees to settle in. This
is incorrect,” she said.

“We do think, however, that
it is important for planning to
take place in Myanmar to absorb
refugees who will eventually return
home. The Myanmar authorities
have said that returnees will be

able to choose where to return to
within the country.”

The documentary did not reflect
the open and frank discussions
UNHCR had and continues to have
with Burma Partnership, she said.

Daw Khin Ohmar, coordinator
of Burma Partnership, said the
documentary aimed to send
the message that no policy on
repatriation should be decided
“without the full and direct
participation of members of the
group affected by that policy”.

“We're trying to present the real
situation of what is happening
on the ground in the refugees’
camps. We are sharing the refugees’
communities’ worries and concerns to
the respective authorities, the media
and international organisations in
order to ensure that the preparation
of the refugees’ return is done
with the direct participation of the
refugees,” she said.

“This video is a way to remind the
Thai and Myanmar governments
that they must prepare and plan the
repatriation process in compliance
with international standards and in
atransparent and inclusive manner
with the affected population.

“It is also a way to call on
the UNHCR to develop broader
consultation and information
sharing mechanisms to inform
and engage with refugees and
their community representatives
regularly and meaningfully,
including during the preparation
phase of the repatriation process.”

The Thai government has assured
UNHCR on several occasions that
it has no deadline for returns, and
that refugees will not be forced to
repatriate.

The government of Myanmar
has also said that refugees will
be welcomed back and assisted to
reintegrate but that, ultimately, it
is for the refugees to decide if and
when they are ready to return.

There are more than 128,000
refugees living in the temporary
shelters inside Thailand. Some of
them have already been accepted
for resettlement to third countries,
such as the United States and
Australia, and some may prefer
not to return even if the situation
continues to improve.

Memorial
for widely
respected
professor

planned

By Aye Sapay Phyu

SCHOLARS and historians
are to honour one of the
country’s leading academics
in a memorial to mark
the 90 anniversary of his
birth.

The organisers have
invited participants to
write articles in both
Myanmar and English for
a publication and public
reading to honour Dr Than
Tun (1923-2005). A similar
session was held last year.

“The books produced this
year will be published as
a memorial to mark what
would have been the 90%
birthday of Dr Than Tun.
Books in both languages will
appear on November 30,”
said U Kyaw, a member of
the paper-reading session.

“Dr Than Tun is one of
Mandalay’s best-known
scholars. His research and
teaching, and the support
he showed for his students
are still remembered at
Mandalay University,”
said U Tun Aung Chain, a
retired professor.

Dr Than Tun was also
involved in political
activities, serving as
chairman of the All Burma
Student Union during
the highly charged and
eventful period of July,
1946 to January, 1947.
After independence, he
concentrated on research
in history and literature.

In 2000, the Fukuoka
Asian Culture prize
committee awarded
Professor Than Tun its
highest academic award, a
Literate of the 11t Fukuoka
Asian Culture prize in the
academic prize category.
The award citation stated
that all his academic work,
including theses and books,
helped place the country’s
history and culture into
the wider context of world
history, thus contributing
greatly to the further
development of the global
study of Myanmar history.

Among his many
significant publications,
the most celebrated both
at home and abroad are
considered to be his History
of Buddhism in Burma and
Medieval Myanmar History,
both of which concern the
epigraphs of the Bagan
Dynasty from the 11t to the
13% centuries. Another of
his publications, The Royal
Orders of Burma, comprises
10 volumes and took him
eight years to complete.
This 7600-page study, a
rigorous analysis of royal
orders from the dynasty
period, is known as the
“Than Tun text”.

U Kyaw said anyone
interested in Dr Than Tun’s
work could contact the
organising group at the
National Museum on Pyay
Road in Yangon’s Dagon
township or call 09-448-
032-457.
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Police demand shirt off activist’s back

By Kyaw Hsu Mon

FORMER political prisoner and journalist
U Win Tin has refused to stop wearing
his trademark blue shirt, despite threats
from police that his campaign against the
detention of political prisoners could see
him return to prison.

The 83-year-old National League for
Democracy founder says he will continue
to wear his blue shirts, which are similar
to the Myanmar prison uniform, until there
are no political prisoners in the country’s
jails.

He has worn blue since he was released
from Insein Prison in 2008, after 18 years
behind bars.

Last week, however, a police officer from
the station in Insein township called U
Win Tin and ordered him to return his
prison uniform within a week. If he does
not comply, he could face a fine of K2000,
10 years in prison or both, although the
potential charge remains unclear.

U Win Tin told The Myanmar Times he
has already rejected the order and is ready
to return to prison if necessary.

“T've already told them I won’t take off
my shirt so they said they would pay the
fine for me and all I needed to do was sign a
statement. I said no, I won’t sign, whatever
happens, I don’t care. I will stay true to my
promise,” U Win Tin said.

“Actually, I don’t have the original prison
shirt — all of mine are new,” he said.

He said that although the government
has announced several amnesties he
believes there are still many political
prisoners behind bars.

“I still do not believe these dictators. They
cheated me in 2005 when the chief of the
prison department said they will release
me but I had to wait another three years
so I don’t trust them at all. And I’'m going
to keep wearing this shirt.

“If there are no political prisoners ... I
will take off my shirt but up until now I
haven’t seen good indications.”

Police in Insein township declined to
comment last week.

National League for Democracy founder U Win Tin in his trademark blue shirt. Pics: Myanmar Times archive

Trishaw drivers give up jobs as mayor refuses more licences

By Aung Shin

ABOUT 300 trishaw drivers
in Yangon gave up their
career in March alone,
Yangon’s mayor said during
a debate in parliament last
week on trishaw licensing.

U Hla Myint, who is also
chairman of Yangon City
Development Committee,
said trishaws were
diminishing in usefulness
because Yangon residents
preferred buses and
motorcycles.

“A total of 360 bus routes
are running every day in
Yangon,” U Hla Myint
said in the Yangon Region
Hluttaw on April 8, during
a discussion about the
future of trishaws and the
economic pressures faced
by drivers under the current
licensing system.

In the outskirt areas,

motorbikes, which are faster
than trishaws, are used. So
we will grant licences for
trishaws in very limited
numbers.”

Earlier, U Kyaw,
a representative for
Thingangyun, had proposed
increasing the number of
licences for trishaw drivers.
The proposal received
support from only three
representatives.

Yangon has 26,777
licensed trishaws, U Hla
Myint said, but YCDC
permits only 709 to operate
in the six townships
that make up Yangon’s
downtown area.

Each township grants
trishaw drivers a licence
plate in a specific colour.
Any driver caught operating
a trishaw in a different
township - or operating
without a licence at all
-faces stiff punishment. The

mayor said 120 licences were
granted during February
as a way of creating job
opportunities in urban
areas.

But U Kyaw argued
that the existing licensing
system does not meet the
needs of trishaw drivers in
the city.

“For example,
Thingangyun township
has more than 5000
trishaws but only 968 have
licences. The remaining
4000 trishaws are running
without licences. If YCDC
takes action on these 4000
trishaw drivers, they will
be jobless. If a family of
three depend on one trishaw
driver for income, 12,000
people are going to face real
poverty, and that is only in
one township.”

U Thaung Sein, a
representative from Dawbon,
agreed that drivers are

fromambisbdhopionanstodeomatypoqopmbp o axpindEngianbumbapdofifod

® Elementry English Course
® (Japanese Leadership Skills)
G{IHJE:B@ Mr.Akiyashi TSUChi}FH rm:lﬁ@:mumél

YOO UFRR
Ya ngon Gakuin Language Academy

® Elementry Japanese Course

wepcb(g)imafpdd- jog oemcol: (oo (o) sdeq) s¢ffscbiqfopkEe P 09 450068175, 0943098867

“working hard” to earn a
livelihood and should be
protected. “A trishaw costs
between K700,000 and K1.5
million. The trishaw drivers
cannot own this vehicle. They
just hire from trishaw owners
by paying daily charges.”

U Thaung Sein said traffic
laws are unfair on trishaw
drivers.

“When trishaw drivers
break traffic rules, YCDC

fines them K20,000 and
takes the trishaw. And
YCDC profits by renting the
trishaw back to the driver.
This is not in line with the
democratic government’s
aim of reducing poverty.”
Asked about why more
trishaw licences are needed
in Yangon, U Kyaw told The
Myanmar Times on April 9:
“I presented this proposal in
parliament as I understand

the lives of trishaw drivers.
A licence is their very basic
need. The public desires
this.”

U Kyaw also argued that
the mayor’s suggestion that
motorcycles can replace
trishaws in the city is
untrue. “The mayor’s words
are not relevant to the actual
facts. Using motorbikes is
not officially allowed in the
Yangon area.”
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Leaving Myanmar for life in the dumps

IN DEPTH

with
Nyein Ei Ei Hwe

THE boy caref-ully picked
out the rotten orange from
the small mountain of
rubbish next to his home.
He peeled it with care and
ate it with enjoyment. “If we
find vegetables or meat on
the hill we give them to our
mums and they cook them
for us,” said Mg Moe Thu
Aung, referring to himself
and the other children who
work the garbage dump.

Mg Thoe Thu Aung and
his neighbours are a group
of Myanmar who have found
that extracting a living from a
mountain of rubbish stinking
under the Thai sun is better
than living and working in
their own country.

This unlikely colony
inhabits Mae Pa quarter,
a few kilometres from the
centre of Mae Sot, the border
town through which imports
and exports to and from
Thailand pass, and where
the rubbish of both countries
is piled high.

U Kyaw Kyaw, a kind of
informal village headman
for the community that relies
on the tip for its livelihood,
says there are more than
100 households amongst the
rubbish. “The number has
increased during the past
three or four years. We keep
a list,” he said.

It started 15 years ago,
when four Myanmar families
found they could make a
living from recycling plastic
bags, bottles and packaging
retrieved from the dump.
Daw Htway Kyi, who 14

years ago moved from
Nyaung Pin Thar village in
Bago Region’s Pyu township,
said it was better than
working in Myanmar.

“We have no homes in
Myanmar. We sold up before
coming here. I heard people
in my village talking about
the money they could earn
in Mae Sot, so I came here
with my children. We earned
enough to eat, so we stayed.
Now I have grandchildren
and great-grandchildren,”
said Daw Htway Kyi, 65.

She also practises as a
midwife for the Myanmar
families. “Though there
is a clinic at Mae Tao, we
have no passports or legal
right to stay in Thailand.
The Thai police are always
arresting us, so we tend not
to go into town. The funny
thing is, we very rarely get
sick,” she said, as bluebottles
droned around the hut. The
smell, under the hot sun, was
enough to induce vomiting in
newcomers, but the children
looked healthy.

Htway Kyi picked up a
baby and said: “I don’t want
to stay here till I die, but
we have nothing back in
Myanmar.”

Recently a recycling
plant has opened nearby,
creating competition for the
Myanmar dumpharvesters

The child of a Myanmar migrant family in the rubbish dump at Mae Sot, Thalland where up to 100 households from
Myanmar live. Pic: Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

can call the police on us. We
sneak out on Sunday when
they’re closed and sell to
other customers.”

She said a worker from
the rubbish hill can earn 100
baht (about K3000) a day.

“The money is enough to

two children, whom she plans
to enrol in a Myanmar school.

“The school [that they
currently attend] is funded
by donors, and if money is
low they can’t get books or
supplies. My husband and I
are saving so we can send the

is in ninth standard and
the younger one is in sixth.
They visit me and my wife
by crossing the Thaung Yin
River by boat for 20 baht
each,” said U Aung Win.
NGOs sometimes donate
supplies, including drinking

4] don’t want to stay here till I die, but we have nothing back in Myanmatr.’

by offering cash for garbage.
Another resident, Ma Cho
Oo, 26, said: “We used to get
10 baht (about K300) for a
kilogram of rubbish, but the
factory just pays 5 baht. We
don’t want to sell to them
but we have to because they

live on, and even to save
sometimes. But the police
are always after us, and
sometimes they destroy our
huts and we have to run off
and hide.”

She and her husband, a
fellow rubbish-gatherer, have

children back to a school in
Myanmar,” said Ma Cho Oo.

U Aung Win, a six-year
veteran of the tip, has the
same idea, and has sent
his two daughters to a
high school in Mon State.
“Now my eldest daughter

water and noodles, to the
tip families, he said. “They
donated a pond for our
drinking water and gave
us a contact number to call
them when it went dry. But
we can’t, because we don’t
have phone cards. So we get

the water from a well near
the rubbish dump,” said U
Aung Win.

Most of the families are
from Kayin and Mon States,
and are saving up to go back
home one day. They would
like to get help from the
Myanmar government to
return.

“No one wants to work as
a slave in another country,
but there were no jobs at
home. We're all prepared to
go home if we can. For now,
we hope conditions here don’t
get worse,” said U Aung Win,
as he watched the garbage
trucks coming to replenish
the dump. Another day’s
work was about to begin.

e
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Dear editor,

I am writing regarding various
articles that appeared on pages
14 and 15 of the April 8 edition
of The Myanmar Times titled
“Shares go on sale for Mandalay
industrial project”, “But farmers
angry over compensation” and
“Pollution fears for 10,000-acre
project site”.

First of all, let me state that we
are an open and transparent group
and will take into consideration
all constructive criticism as well
as good suggestions. As Myanmar
is opening up, we strive to bring
our company’s standards to
internationally acceptable levels
and for a start we took the first
bold step of issuing a prospectus
that includes most, if not all, of
the issues for a large project.
We also recognise this is a small
step towards transparency and
accountability; however, we shall
continue to make great effort in
attaining international levels of
transparency and accountability.

Please allow me to express our
concerns that your various articles
published had cast more negative
light than given encouragement
for more local groups to adopt
transparency and accountability.
What have not been reflected in
your articles are the risks our
group has taken for the past 30
months to help this poor area.
We invested a great deal of
resources in master planning;
an environmental study; helping
local villages get electricity;

making donations to schools and
other charitable causes; applying
for the necessary permits and
approvals; and establishing
an information centre where
stakeholders, members of the
public and journalists can visit
to express their opinions and
suggestions.

We have taken these actions
without any monetary return
over the past 30 months because
we believe that this is a long-term
project with significant benefits
for the region.

The project aims to create
employment opportunities to
alleviate poverty in the Dry Zone,
where there are severe resource
limitations. The development
of the Industrial Park will also
provide an opportunity for
industries presently operating
within Mandalay to relocate to
a modern park, thus alleviating
environmental and social issues
within Mandalay city.

I would also like to specifically
address the two main issues raised
in your articles: compensation
and environmental problems.

In terms of compensation,
Myanmar is stifled by this issue
and we took the view that we
are here to alleviate poverty
in this area by creating more
employment opportunities as
well as upgrading the local
people’s skills. It is a difficult
location to start with because
the lack of water, electricity,
telecommunication and road

connections.

In regards to MMID’s
compensation to the farmers,
the whole process was properly
recorded and documented in our
prospectus. However, there may
be some dissenting farmers who
formed less than 6 percent of the
total and the laws will apply for
cases like these.

On the other hand, we are
also aware that there are land
speculators and on hearing
certain groups are developing
sites they start to buy up the
surrounding land and in the
process inflate prices to an
unrealistic extent. They have
even instigated some of the
farmers not to accept any offers.
These are the commonly known
facts but never reported.

In terms of the environmental
concerns, we are probably the
first Myanmar group to initiate
an environment report and to
openly address these issues. We
are determined to ensure that our
Myotha Industrial Park will be a
liveable city.

Mandalay Myotha Industrial
Development Public Company’s
chairman and his management
team are fully committed to
take steps towards the overall
objectives outlined above. In
our management team, Peter
Rousseau is tasked with the
governance of our environmental
issues. We are aware that we
have not perfected it yet but it is
the beginning and more positive

comments and constructive
suggestions from all quarters
would certainly help this country
towards environmentally friendly
reforms as well as bringing in
more investments that mean job
opportunities.

While we are unable to
please everyone, as long as the
majority of the people benefitin a
sustainable way, we should move
on. This country needs more
success stories and we hope that
this is one of them.

Frankie Tan

Chief financial officer, MMID
Hkk

Dear editor,

Since Nathalie Johnston
is based in Myanmar, I am
astonished that she should
remark in her article
“Guggenheim plays it safe with
Asian artists” (April 8-14) that
one artist was commenting upon
the “decay of Myanmar’s ancient
temples and the lack of care and
consideration paid to them”.

Everywhere you look the
pagodas and temples old and
new are so spruced up they dazzle
blindingly with gold, tiles and
mirrored mosaics. I rather think
the artist was commenting upon
too much “care” lavished upon
them with gold, and not the other
way around. For example, have
a look at Kaunghmudaw Pagoda
of Sagaing: the huge dome used
to be a lovely, pristine white and
now its covered with gold paint.

And I'm left wondering if Ms
Johnston has ever been to Bagan
with its thousands of “repaired”

temples... or even been to a
pagoda.
Ma Thanegi

eksk

Dear editor,

A short note to point out that
the correct name for what you
have referring to as “Minder
Ground” — particularly in the
Timeout section of the April
8-15 issue — has been known as
“Maidan Grounds” since the days
before World War II. I remember
that the word is of Indian origin
and named by the British.

Areader

Editor’s note: There are
several names in common use.
Minder Ground is used by most
companies that promote events at
the site, while the official name
is Myoma Ground.

Got something to say? We want to
hear from you. Address all correspon-
dence to the Editor, The Myanmar
Times (English). We endeavour to
respond to all correspondencein a
timely manner.

Address: 379-383, Bo Aung Kyaw
Street, Kyauktada township,
Yangon.

Telephone: (+951) 392-928, 253-642
Fax: (+951) 392-706

Email: yourmyanmar.times@gmail.
com
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IP law to be
submitted to
next session
of parliament

By Aung Shin

MYANMAR is on the verge
of adopting a law to protect
intellectual property, thus
helping to resolve a major
concern of investors.

And to help mark the
country’s intent to enact an
IP, or intellectual property,
law, ASEAN members
have elected the head of
Myanmar’s IP association,

£0ne of the first
questions foreign
investors have is:
does Myanmar
an IP law??

Daw Tin Ohnmar Tun,
president of ASEAN IPA
for a two-year term.

Dr Moe Moe Thwe, a
director in the Ministry of
Science and Technology,
said the law could be
enacted in June. Speaking
to The Myanmar Times
at the ASEAN IPA
international conference

Follow Indonesia on military role: activist

Yangon School of Political Science teachers, students study transition to democracy

at Yangon’s Inya Lake
Hotel on April 6, she said:
“The drafting is about 80
percent complete, and
we hope parliament can
approve it in June.”

Daw Tin Ohnmar Tun said
at the conference the law
was essential for increasing
foreign investment and
trade.

“One of the first questions
foreign investors have is:
does Myanmar have an
IP law or IP protection
act? Myanmar is the last
ASEAN country to pass
an IP law. We have a
trade registration law and
criminal laws, but we don’t
yet have an IP protection
law. We soon will. We have
more IP members than
other ASEAN countries, but
we have to do a lot more to
raise awareness throughout
the country.”

Dr Moe Moe Thwe said
the drafting of an IP law
had begun in 2004, in
consultation with concerned
organisations, and had
been repeatedly amended.
“This is the 10* draft,”
she said. “We believe the
draft is in conformity with
ASEAN and international
standards.”

r

Air hostesses on
Golden Myanmar
Airlines’s first flight
to Singapore from
Mandalay on April 5. F
Pic: Yu Yu Maw
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Low-cost flights launched to Singapore

By Yu Yu Maw

FROM downtown Mandalay to
Singapore for US$95 — a new airline
is offering cut-rate fares plus ground
transportation, starting April 5.

There is a catch — actually, more
than one. The price does not include
commercial taxes, which will be added.
Customers pay extra for baggage
over the 10-kilogram limit, must take
their own in-flight food, and there is a
cancellation fee.

Golden Myanmar Airlines is offering
Mandalay-Yangon-Singapore flights,

with the Yangon-Singapore leg costing
$60 one-way.

“The price quoted is an average, and
we'll add tax. Passengers will have to
pay beforehand to get the lowest price,”
said Daw Myat Thandar U, assistant
general manager of the airline. She
did not say how much higher the fare
could get for those who pay later,
but did say the airline would provide
free transportation from Mandalay
International Airport to the centre of
the city.

The daily route uses a 180-seat Airbus
A320. Passengers must pay cash and
the fee for cancellations or changes to

the schedule are charged $30.

In January, Golden Myanmar sold
shares to the public at K10,000 each,
and is part-owned by its employees. Its
major backer is U Khin Maung Aye of
KMA Group of Companies. The airline
bill itself as a low-cost carrier, with fares
about half what other airlines charge.

The Singapore offer marks GMA’s
first foray into the international market,
and the company says it will add flights
to Bangkok once they acquire another
aircraft. Eventually they say they hope
to fly to the Middle East, Europe, Japan,
South Korea, Australia and the United
States.

Study seeks new
water resources

By Nan Tin Htwe

STUDYING the Indonesian
political system — and resear-
ching how the country made the
transition from authoritarian
rule to democracy — has
convinced well-known
Myanmar academic Ko Sai
Ye Kyaw Swar Myint that the
Tatmadaw should stay out of
politics.

“My opinion just got
stronger,” the co-founder of
the Yangon School of Political
Science said last week after
returning from Indonesia.
“There are some people who
say it’s good to have the
military in politics in some
situations. I thought it was
true. But I fully understand
now that the military should
stay out of politics.”

Together with four board
members and two students
from the school, Ko Sai Ye
Kyaw Swar Myint travelled to
Indonesia from March 24 to 30
as a part of the “Transition and
Youth Engagement” program,
which was funded by the
British Council in Yangon.

YSPS was founded in
November 2011 to give
political science knowledge to
the country’s youth. Since then
the school has trained more
than 400 people in political

science, transition studies
and international relations in
Yangon and Bago regions, and
Rakhine, Shan, Kachin and
Kayin states.

The visit to Indonesia was Ko
Sai Ye Kyaw Swar Myint’s first
official study trip to explore
and learn about political
transitions and its challenges.
The group met members of
Indonesian political parties
and civil society groups, as
well as former military officers
and individual scholars.

Ko Sai Ye Kyaw Swar
Myint said that his group

commit crimes.

“To become a strong
democracy, it’s not appropriate
for the military to be in it,” he
said. “The question is, how
are we going to [remove the
military]?”

Ko Sai Ye Kyaw Swar Myint
also said that the experience
showed him that there’s a need
to have positive relations with
the military and for the public
as well to have knowledge on
the real role of military. He
stressed the need for capacity
building; for example, to
develop the police force and

€1 fully understand now that the military
should stay out of politics.’

chose Indonesia because
of its history of military
involvement in parliament,
and the military’s role in its
transition to democrac-y.
Myanmar’s military, said
Ko Sai Ye Kyaw Swar Myint,
should stay out of politics
and its only duty should be
to protect the country from
outsides enemies. The fact
that the military has a judicial
system that is not in line
with international standards
makes it “hard to control”
when members of the military

to differentiate between the
different roles of the military
and police.

“What happened in Meik-
tila is an example of police
force not being strong enough,”
he said. “Then, the military
got involved. Every time
something like this happens,
the military thinks that they
need to get in.”

However, Ko Sai Ye Kyaw
Swar Myint said it was evident
that despite its relatively
strong democratic institutions
Indonesia still has problems,

including corruption and
widespread poverty.

“Here we don’t even have
strong institutions, in terms
of the hluttaw, political parties
and civil society,” he said.

“A lot of things need to be
done in Myanmar and all
political parties and civil
society organisations need
to start thinking about the
military’s involvement in
politics”, Ko Sai Ye Kyaw Swar
Myint said.

The ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Myanmar
Caucus, a Jakarta-based
non-government ogranisation
that works to promote
human rights, peace and
reconciliation in Myanmar,
described its discussion
with the YSPS delegation as
“impressive”.

“We shared our concerns
over the military’s continued
role in politics and the fears
that it will not withdraw
anytime soon, especially
because of the lasting ethnic
conflicts across the country,
including recent sectarian
unrest in the centre of the
country and in Rakhine State,
and ongoing conflicts with non-
state armed groups in Kachin
and Shan states, and other
areas,” caucus president Ms
Ibu Eva Kusuma Sundari said
in a statement.

YANGON City Development Committee is
working with Shwe Taung Development Company
and a South Korean firm to develop new water
resources for Yangon.

While YCDC supplies 150 million gallons of
mains water a day to the city, many residents
continue to rely on groundwater, or lack access to
clean water.

The government-supplied water comes from
Gyobyu, Hlawgar, Phugyi and Ngamoeyeik
reservoirs but Shwe Taung chairman U Aik Htun
said new options were being explored to expand
supply. Shwe Taung will work with Korea Water
Resources Corp, also known as K-water, on the
project.

“We're doing a study on potential new sources
of water resources and surveying how to ensure
there is enough clean water for Yangon. Although
we already have several main water sources, we
need more to cope with future demand,” U Aik
Htun said.

“We found another new water source in the Bago
Yoma ... so we have to consider how to transport
it to Yangon city,” he said.

The survey will take about one year and after a
new water source is identified it will be developed
collectively by the three partners.

“We can start supplying water within four or five
years of finishing the survey,” he said.

Water shortages are most acute in Yangon’s
summer, which runs from March to May, when
even those residents connected to the main supply
have difficulty accessing water.

“We have had the Ngamoeyeik connection
since 2010 but we still don’t get enough water in
summer. We always have to wait until midnight
to be able to pump the water up, so instead we
normally get it from the tube well,” said Daw Tin
Ni, a housewife from North Dagon’s ward 45.

— Kyaw Hsu Mon
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Challenges ahead of 2014 census

BANGKOK - As Myanmar
conducts a pilot of its first
national census in three
decades, activists and
experts have cited a number
of challenges ahead of the
actual count in 2014.

At the time of the last
official census on March
31, 1983, the population of
Myanmar was 35,442,972.
Current estimates put
today’s figure at well over
60 million, including 135
recognised ethnic groups.

“The logistical and security
challenges to the process are
immense,” said Mr David
Scott Mathieson, a senior
researcher with Human
Rights Watch (HRW) who
has focused on Myanmar.
“Just accessing some of the
isolated and persecuted
populations will be a huge
undertaking, especially
in areas where conflict
has raged for decades,
particularly in Kachin State
and, most problematically,
in Arakan State.”

In addition to requiring
access to conflict-affected
areas of the country, census
organisers must also work at
overcoming some residents’
longstanding distrust of the
state. There could also be
funding problems, activists
say.

In Kachin State, the
government and the Kachin
Independence Army (KIA),
which has been fighting for
greater autonomy for the
past six decades, resumed
fighting in June 2011
following the collapse of a
17-year ceasefire.

Recent estimates by
the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Assistance
(OCHA) put the number
of displaced at more than
80,000 people.

A recent report by
human rights investigator
Mr Tomas Ojea Quintana
to the UN Human Rights
Council cited continued
allegations in Kachin of
“attacks against civilian
populations, extrajudicial
killings, sexual and gender-
based violence, arbitrary
arrest and detention, as well
as torture”.

Meanwhile, in Rakhine
State, communal violence
between Rohingya Muslims
and mainly Buddhist
Rakhine in 2012 left more
than 115,000 displaced,
government estimates show.

Census, not citizenship
Some 800,000 Rohingya,

UEC vows free, fair election in 2015

Mandalay townships surveyed for pilot census

By Khin Su Wai

A TRIAL census has been
conducted in two Mandalay
townships ahead of a
national census next year,
the country’s first in more
than 30 years.

The trial census was
carried out from March
30 to April 10 in 20
townships. In Mandalay
Region, 10 enumerators,
or data collectors, and two
auditors conducted the
pilot in Chan Aye Thazan
and Mogok townships,
said U Thaung Zaw, the
head of Mandalay Region’s
Department of Immigration
and Registration.

During last week’s trial
run, enumerators visited
five sample areas in each
of the townships.

Among the residents
surveyed in Chan Aye
Thazan township was U
Hti Aung, a 77-year-old
retired government official.
Although he has lived in
the area since 1970, he
said it was the first time
he had ever participated in
a census.

“I have 13 members
in my family but most of
them are away at a pagoda
festival. When they visited
to ask about the census,
there were only five people
here,” he said, adding that
enumerators had told him

an ethnic, linguistic and
Muslim minority, live in
Rakhine State; they are
de jure stateless under
Myanmar law. They have
long lacked decent health
care, social services and
education, and faced state-
sanctioned persecution,
including targeted
restrictions (like family size)
and requirements such as
unpaid forced labour for
security forces, according to
activists.

Myanmar authorities
consider them undocumented
immigrants and do not
recognise them as citizens
or as an ethnic group. They
are generally referred to as
Bengalis.

The country’s last two
official censuses in 1973 and
1983 did not list them as
part of the population.

The government includes
the Rohingya in official
family registries and gives

the date of the official
census and requested all
family members be present.
“They asked many
questions, including
whether I own a bicycle
or other form of transport.
There were so many
questions —it took about 40
minutes, I think,” he said.

them temporary registration
cards. However, such
documents do not mention
place of birth and are not
considered as evidence of
birth in Myanmar.

Mr Mathieson is hopeful
the number-counting
exercise could have a
positive impact. “In many
ways the upcoming census
could improve the human
rights situation, in that it
will recognize the citizenship
of many people and grant
them rights long denied,
including stateless people
in the eastern and northern
borderlands and, hopefully,
Rohingya Muslims long
denied citizenship.”

But U Nyi Nyi, deputy
director of the Department of
Population, the government
agency carrying out the
census, was clear the census
is about numbers alone. He
sent IRIN, the UN’s news
serivce, a presentation that

The pilot census will be
used to identify possible
problems enumerators
and auditors may have
when gathering data for
the national census, which
will be conducted on March
29, 2014.

Myanmar’s most recent
census was in 1983, when

indicated everyone within
the country’s borders on
census night — March 29,
2014 — will be counted,
whether or not they are a
citizen. The only people to be
excluded from the count are
staff from foreign embassies
and consulates.

“This is major step for
our country and will allow
us to better determine
development programs for
our country,” said U Nyi Nyi.

The census is not intended
to determine anyone’s legal
status, said Lin Yanming,
acting officer-in-charge of
the UN Population Fund
(UNFPA) office in Myanmar,
which is working with the
government to conduct the
census.

Nevertheless, human
rights and good governance
are related, said Mr
Christophe Lefranc, technical
adviser on population and
development at UNFPA in

-~

Enumerators collect data for a pilot census in Mandalay’s Chan Aye Thazan township
last week. Pic: Khin Su Wai

the population was about
35.4 million. It is now
thought to be more than
60 million.

A proposal to conduct
a national census was
approved by the Pyithu
Hluttaw in March 2011,
during its first session.

—Translated by Thit Lwin

Bangkok. “Having accurate
and reliable data on the
population can help promote
good governance and
appropriate development
decision-making, improving
the well-being of the general
public.”

Mr Alan Lopez, professor
of global health and head
of the School of Population
Health at the University
of Queensland, said: “It is
very difficult to see how
a country can adequately
plan for basic services such
as health care, educational
facilities and aged care
without detailed knowledge
of population size, dynamics
and distribution.”

Mr Yanming added that
the census will help monitor
the country’s progress
on reaching Millennium
Development Goals as
well as provide baseline
indicators for the post-2015
sustainable development

goals, which are yet to be set.

Challenges

One of the key challenges
is a lack of expertise, as most
of the civil servants who
worked on the 1973 and 1983
censuses are now retired.
There is also little awareness
among the population about
the census and reaching
areas where there is fighting
is a concern.

In Kayin State, where
armed groups have been at
war with the government
for more than 60 years and
hundreds of thousands
remain internally displaced,
community workers say
residents have almost no
knowledge of the census, but
also worry about possible
abuses.

“A census is not inherently
bad, but, due to our past
experiences working
with the villagers, local
military officers could use
the population numbers
to carry out abuses — such
as arbitrary taxation and
forced labour,” said Saw
Albert, field director of the
Karen Human Rights Group
(KHRG).

“When the government
has more information about
villagers, it is easy for them
to target them,” he added.

Another concern is that
the census can be used as
a tool to manipulate the
numbers of people who
support the Union Solidarity
and Development Party in
the 2015 general election.

At the other end of the
country, reaching indigenous
populations in northern
Shan State bordering China,
as well as other border
communities, is a “major
logistical challenge”, said Mr
Mathieson, noting that few
people in the mountainous,
isolated regions even speak
Burmese, the language in
which the census will be
conducted.

The estimated total cost
of the census is US$58.5
million, of which the
government and UNFPA
have committed $20 million.

The pilot census, ahead of
the 2014 nationwide census,
was scheduled to take place
in 20 of the country’s 330
townships from March 30 to
April 10 and involves face-
to-face interviews and some
41 questions.

Preliminary findings from
the nationwide count next
year are expected in July
2014, with final results in
early 2015. — IRIN

Universities sign agreement

UNION Election Commission
chairman U Tin Aye has vowed
to oversee free and fair election in
late 2015.

He made the comments during
a meeting with Myanmar’s 56
registered political parties at the
commission’s office in Nay Pyi Taw
on April 8.

“Political parties should talk
about issues concerning the election
and other general issues openly,” U
Tin Aye said.

He said the commission is trying
to correct voting rolls and ensure
only those eligible cast advance
votes — two of the major complains
in elections held in 2010 and 2012.

He said the commission will also

ensure candidates have enough time
to campaign and will review election-
related rules and regulations and
make necessary amendments.

U Tin Aye said the commission
is also arranging to conduct voter
education in ethnic minority
languages.

An official from the Shan
Nationalities Democratic Party
who attended the meeting said
the commission should cooperate
with ethnic NGOs and cultural
associations on the voter information
literature.

The pledge to crack down on
advance voting was welcomed by
parties still smarting over the
thousands of advanced votes

received by Union Solidarity and
Development Party candidates in
the 2010 election.

“It is not normal for one candidate
to have tens of thousands of advance
votes,” an official from the Chin
Development Party said.

He also said that elections should
be held on Saturday instead of on
Sunday so ward and village-tract
election commissions did not “have
an excuse” to let Christians vote in
advance.

“Ward and village tract election
sub-commission took advantage of
the fact the election was on a Sunday
and allowed this wrongful advance
voting [in 2010],” he said.

— Win Ko Ko Latt

By Yhoon Hnin

AS part of its program to
cooperate with international
centres of learning, Yangon
University has signed an
agreement with Thailand’s
Thepasatri Rajabhat University
on the study of small- and
medium-sized businesses and
rural development.

The agreement was signed on
April 9. It covers joint research,
exchange of information on
education, student exchange
and a range of other activities.

Yangon University rector
Dr Tin Htun said: “The

research program will gather
data on rural development
and the [small and medium
enterprise] sectors. The two
universities will cooperate in
interdisciplinary research to
gain maximum advantage for
our two universities and our
two countries.”

He added: “Thai students
are studying our language
at the University of Foreign
Languages in Yangon, and
Myanmar students will study
Thai.”

Yangon University has
launched cooperation programs
with universities in Korea,
Germany and Japan.
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April power cuts
‘not bad’, says
MOGE official

By Soe Sandar Oo

NATURAL gas supply from the Yadana oil
and gas project used for domestic electricity
generation will not be greatly disrupted, a
Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise official said
on April 3. However, exports to Thailand and
supplies for compressed natural gas filling
stations will be cut back by the scheduled
maintenance, which will finish on April 13,
the official said.

“The onshore natural gas used by factories
owned by Ministry of Energy stopped
operating from April 5 to 13, which means 24
million cubic feet of gas a day can be provided
to the Ministry of Electric Power, and a
further 1 million cubic feet to MOGE,” he said.

He added that the maintenance was
planned to be completed sometime between
November and March but the government
asked to delay the work until examinations
finished.

“If we cannot finish the maintenance now
then monsoon will arrive. The weather at sea
is dangerously unpredictable during monsoon
and maintenance cannot be completed then,”
he said, adding that the work could not be
delayed until after monsoon.

A spokesperson for the Yangon Electricity
Supply Board said the power station in
Ahlone township mostly relies on natural
gas to generate electricity, so the nine-day
maintenance period is creating a temporary
power shortage when demand is high because
of the hot weather.

“We are generating about 330 megawatts
of electricity less than usual so there will be
some shortages but it’s not too bad,” he said.
“After maintenance is finished it will go back
to normal.”

Industrial zones were warned in late March
that they would not be supplied with any
electricity during the maintenance period,
he added.

An announcement on the Ministry of
Energy’s website said the Yadana project,
which has been running for 15 years, has
already yielded about 51 percent of its
expected total production.

The gradual depletion of the gas reserves
under the seafloor are creating a depression
where the platform is anchored, and the
maintenance aims to solve the problem, the
announcement said. The Ministry of Energy
and MOGE are partners in the Yadana
project, which is operated by France’s Total.
The project sits between blocks M5 and M6,
which are south of Ayeyarwady Region.
When the project started flowing in 1998,
it produced about 900 million cubic feet of
gas a day.

)
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on taxation held at the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry in Yangon last week. Pic: Ko Taik

Hluttaws urged to reform tax

By Aye Thidar Kyaw

PARLIAMENTARIANS have
been urged to reform the nation’s
taxation regime to bring more
revenue to the government and
allow it to spend more money on
developing the nation.

Pyithu Hluttaw speaker Thura
U Shwe Mann, Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and several business
associations discussed tax reforms
at a finance workshop at the
Union of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (UMFCCI) building in
Yangon on April 9.

Many in attendance at the
seminar suggested that a
convenient way to boost revenues
would be to lower income and
commercial taxes but increase
levies charged on property,
industrial production, hotels
and tourism.

U Shwe Mann said the Ministry
of Finance and Revenue has set
a taxation target of K2.2 trillion
(about US$2.5 billion) during this
fiscal year, with commercial and
income tax expected to provide
most of the funds. But he urged
the ministry to collect data on
which sectors or people do not
pay tax. He added that several

ministries need to submit laws
for the parliament to consider.

“I would like the law to be
clear and close to reality so
that it benefits taxpayers, the
government and the country,”
he said. “We need to make sure
that regulations and notifications
that follow the law are also clear
— they are equally important,”
he said.

U Shwe Mann said some
policies in the recent past have
not been submitted to the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. They were
only submitted to the cabinet and
ministries and then issued as
notifications, which is against the
idea of the constitution, he said.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said
the laws must be acceptable and
suitable for everybody.

“Taxation is vital to our
country’s future. We have to
think about what kind of society
or country we want when we levy
tax,” she said. “If we can fill this
blank, we will continue to put
forward legislation ... [so that the]
executive body and everybody
can participate. This legislation
concerns us all and we need to
build up the culture of taxation in
our country if we want to reform.”

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi added
that taxation officials have a

responsibility to show people
that taxation is for the people. At
the same time, the government
has to provide the necessary
equipment and experts to enable
the ministry to do its job of
collecting tax, she said.

“This meeting shows that
everybody can propose or suggest
what they think in reforming the
taxation system,” she said.

U Zayya Kyi Nyunt, director
of the Internal Revenue
Department, said the department
had already started reforming its
taxation regime since April last
year.

Before then, the department
levied tax from people who
earned as little as K30,000 a
month, and levied taxes at rates
between 5 percent and 30pc. But
since April the department only
draws taxes from people earning
at least K100,000 a month, and
taxes from 2 to 20pc, he said.

“We have reduced the tax rate
and widened the tax base. But
this is not fixed — we will adjust as
the situation demands,” he said.

The department plans to
implement a self assessment
system, value-added tax or a
goods and services tax instead of
levying commercial tax, as per
suggestions from international

financial institutions, he said.

U Zayya Kyi Nyunt said the
department also plans to build
a large tax office in April 2014,
prepare a data centre to give
taxpayers and identification
number and train staff.

“When we go to selfassessments
it will be difficult to cover the
whole country, so we will start
with the large taxpayers,” he
said.

U Myint Soe, chairman of
the Myanmar Garment
Manufacturers Association, said
taxation needs to be easy to
understand and clear.

“If citizens find it hard to follow
the law, then the government
needs to change it. I would like
to suggest that taxpayers should
be given ID numbers, which
respects their dignity and helps
the government to gather more
revenue,” he said.

Dr Win Myint, secretary
of the Myanmar Petroleum
Trade Association, said some
organisations remain untaxable
—and some cronies shelter behind
these bodies to avoid paying tax.

“I have heard that up to 80pc
of people in the trading business
don’t pay any tax — that’s a
serious leakage of potential
revenue.”
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Central Bank law to
be delayed until June

By Aye Thidar Kyaw

MYANMAR’S Central Bank
is soon to become autonomous.
The law to change its status
is likely to be adopted when
parliament sits again in late
June, observers say.

A draft Central Bank Law
was approved by parliament
in late March and passed
to the President’s Office.
However, the President’s
Office returned the draft
to parliament, where it
will be resubmitted when
parliament sits again.

Under the new law, the
Ministry of Finance and
Revenue will no longer
control central bank policy.
The Central Bank itself
will set monetary policy,
in collaboration with the
ministry, which sets fiscal
policy, said U Maung Maung
Soe, secretary of the Hluttaw
Banks and Monetary
Development Committee.

According to the Central
Bank’s website, the main
objective of monetary policy
is to maintain macroeconomic
stability in the economy while
promoting domestic savings.
The bank uses interest rate
policy as its main monetary
policy instrument, while
reserve requirements and
open market operations are

also used to a certain extent.

Pyithu Hluttaw
representative U Ti
Khun Myat, of Kut Kai
constituency, said: “The
law will help the bank
make fast and independent
decisions to handle the
monetary market.”

Representative U Win Oo,
of Yebyu constituency, said:
“The Central Bank needs
to be autonomous. It has to
keep an eye on the country’s
economic situation on a
daily basis and make rapid
decisions.”

The bank also has to be
prepared to allow domestic
banks to undertake more
international banking
services, he said, adding that
the law could be updated over
the next few years.

Daw Tin Nwe Oo, of the
National Democratic Force,
said: “The Central Bank needs
monetary economists when it
establishes monetary policy,
but there are no experts
who influence the monetary
market in Myanmar.

“Nowhere else in the world
does a military man serve
as the chairman of a central
bank. In order to be truly
independent, the chairman
should be qualified and
experienced in international
banking,” she said.

* Related coverage P.17

Huawei looks to earn
faith of United States

SHENZHEN, China -
Chinese tech giant Huawei
said last week that it hoped
to “solve the challenges and
problems”it hasin the United
States after Washington
labelled it a security threat
last year.

Chief executive officer Guo
Ping said the firm posed no
risk to the United States,
which in October said it and
another Chinese telecoms
firm, ZTE Corp., should
be barred from contracts
and acquisitions, adding it
“cannot be trusted” to be free
of influence from Beijing.

“Since we have never
sold key equipment into the
United States networks,
there is no possibility for
Huawei to pose a security
threat to the United States,”
Guo told a news conference at
its Shenzhen headquarters.

“There has never been
any incident on our products
threatening the cyber
security of networks,” he
said, adding that Huawei
products are used in more
than 140 countries.

“I believe one day we
could potentially solve the
challenges and problems
in the US,” he said,
adding that this could be
achieved with “the spirit
of sincerity, openness and
transparency”.

The United States’ distrust
of Huawei stems from what
is seen as an increasingly
assertive China that is
pouring money into building
up its military and, US
defence officials have warned,
its ability to potentially use
high-tech means to disrupt
US communications or
information systems.

Huawei, founded by a
People’s Liberation Army
engineer Ren Zhengfei in
1987, has denied any ties
with the Chinese government
and called the October
congressional report “an
exercise in China-bashing”.

Ren, a secretive figure who
declines media interviews,
set up the firm with just a
few thousand dollars and
built it into a US$32-billion
business.

It has risen to become
the world’s second-largest
provider of carrier network
infrastructure after Sweden’s
Ericsson.

Guo comments came as
the firm released its full-
year earnings report, which
showed it enjoyed a 32.76
percent rise in net profit to
15.4 billion yuan ($2.5 billion)
in 2012, while revenue grew
8pc to 220.2 billion yuan.

It also said it expects
compound annual growth in
revenue of 10pc over the next
five years.

Ren’s daughter Cathy
Meng, who is Huawei’s
chief financial officer,
told reporters at the news
conference she was confident
of the company’s growth,
attributing to its “deep
inside understanding” of
the industry.

Huawei saw a jump of
7.2pc in revenues in Asia-
Pacific excluding China,
a 4.3pc increase in the
Americas and a growth of
6.1pcin Europe, Middle East
and Africa.

China remained the
company’s biggest market,
where it saw growth in
revenue of 12.2pc to 73.6
billion yuan. — AFP

A man looks at notices pinned to a board outside the Directorate of Investment and Company Administration one-

stop investment shop in Yankin township last week. Pic: Thiri Lu

DICA opens one-stop shop

By Aye Thidar Kyaw

ONE-STOP service for
investors has arrived.
Investors who had to
grapple with red tape in five
or more separate ministries
can now get everything done
at the new Directorate of
Investment and Company
Administration (DICA).
DICA opened on April 10
at 1 Thitsar Road, Yankin
township, Yangon.
Representatives of the
ministries of agriculture and
irrigation, environmental
conservation and forestry,

mines, industry, and fisheries
and livestock will be available
to discuss their various laws,
rules and regulations.

“The process for Myanmar
nationals and foreigners
alike was rather complicated
and required several
documents. In liberalising
investment policies, we
are creating an investor-
friendly environment,”
said U Aung Naing Oo,
deputy director general of
the Myanmar Investment
Commission (MIC).

“We addressed this
situation when we drew up
the rules and regulations for

foreign direct investment,
and decided we needed a
one-stop service,” he said.

Investors also had to
surmount hurdles in the
form of the Directorate of
Trade for trading services,
the customs department
for customs clearance,
and immigration for visa
extensions.

DICA will also spare
Yangon-based investors the
cost of travelling to Nay Pyi
Taw, said U Aung Naing Oo.

According to its website,
even before it opened DICA
had already registered 69
companies and extended 39

more, starting last October.

“This is the first
experience for us and for all
ministries, so we will likely
have weaknesses. I welcome
suggestions from the media
and the public,” said U Aung
Naing Oo.

He added that the
establishment of DICA
could help reduce corruption
by cutting down on contacts
between business people
and bureaucrats in several
different departments.

“Without direct
contact, corruption will
automatically reduce,” he
said.

China’s Xi says ‘ultra-high speed’
orowth period probably over

BOAO, China — China’s President Xi
Jinping said on April 8 the days of
“ultra-high speed” growth in the world’s
second-largest economy, which many
hope can spur a global recovery, are
probably over.

“I don’t think we will be able to
sustain an ultra-high speed of economic
growth and it is not what we want
either,” Xi told about two dozen foreign
business figures on the southern island
of Hainan.

“Still it is possible for us to sustain
a relatively high speed of economic
growth,” he added. “The Chinese
economy is in good shape.”

China has recorded annual average
growth of 9.9 percent since the country
began opening up its economy, he
said, describing the feat as “rarely
seen in the history of world economic
development”.

Factors such as urbanisation,
continuing industrialisation and the
modernisation of agriculture were
cause for optimism regarding the future
“upward trajectory” of the economy, he
said.

But he did not elaborate on what his
terms regarding growth rates meant in
exact figures.

Xi became president last month after

ascending to the leadership of the ruling
Communist Party in November. He
was speaking at a meeting held as part
of the Boao Forum for Asia, an annual
gathering of political and economic
leaders.

Beijing has been involved in a series
of rows with the European Union and

1 don’t think we will
be able to sustain ultra-
high speed growth.’

United States over issues ranging from
trade disputes to cyberspying, and
Californian technology giant Apple
was recently repeatedly condemned in
Chinese state media.

During the Boao event, Zein Abdalla,
president of PepsiCo, told Xi of “rising
concern” among foreign investors “about
increasing restrictions on the types
of investment we can make”, citing
agriculture in particular.

But Xi said China would “protect the
lawful rights and interests of foreign-
invested companies” and “ensure
their rights to equal participation

in government procurement and
independent innovation”.

“China will never close its door to the
outside world,” he added. “Now that we
have opened this door we will not close
it, not for now and not in the future.

“China will keep its door open to
foreign investors and likewise we also
hope that foreign countries will further
open the door to Chinese investors.”

China’s huge annual trade surpluses
have seen it accumulate the world’s
largest foreign exchange reserves.

The economy grew at its slowest pace
in 13 years in 2012, with gross domestic
product expanding 7.8pc in the face of
weakness at home and in key overseas
markets. Its target for 2013 is 7.5pc, the
same as last year’s.

Xi said the figure was lower than in
previous years, “partly due to our efforts
to control the speed of economic growth
and speed up the transformation of the
growth model”.

“We will shift the focus of economic
development to quality and efficiency,”
he added.

China’s leaders have repeatedly
vowed to retool the economic model to
emphasise consumer demand as the key
growth driver rather than investment
and exports. — AFP
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After 13 months, Hledan overpass opens

Leading

local banks
prepare for
joint ventures

By Aye Thidar Kyaw

DOMESTIC banks are
preparing for joint ventures
with foreign lenders, several
banks reported last week,
even though they will not
be allowed until the Central
Bank of Myanmar is made
independent.

A spokesperson at the
deputy director general level
of the Central Bank in Nay
Pyi Taw said joint ventures
would be allowed once the
Central Bank Law was
enacted by parliament and
the bank is made autonomous.
However, parliament will not
sit again until late June.
The spokesperson added
that bank officials are
already writing the rules
and regulations for when the
law, which was returned to
parliament by the President’s
Office for review, is passed by
parliament.

“Our rules and regulations
need to protect domestic
banks but at the same
time we need to open up
to international banking
because our banking sector
has been left behind for 50
years,” he said. The Central
Bank will approve foreign
banks in four stages, he said:
representative offices, joint
ventures, subsidiaries and
wholly owned branches.

The Foreign Investment
Law enacted in November
2012 November — and later
supplemented by rules and
regulation — allows foreign
companies in some sectors
up to 80 percent.

“When the Central Bank
approves joint ventures, the
ownership ratio will be up to
the companies to determine,”
the spokesperson said.

Cooperative Bank (CB)
managing director U Pe
Myint said some banks,
mostly from Asia, have
already approached CB
to seek joint ventures in
preparation for when they
are allowed.

A spokesperson for
Myanma Apex Bank’s
foreign banking department
confirmed that the bank has
also been approached by
foreign partners interested
in a tieup but added that
no decisions had been made
regarding partners as yet.

CORRECTION:

“The readiness for joint-
venture banking and
preparations will be subject
to each bank’s needs,” he
said.

Kanbawza Bank’s vice
chairman, U Than Lwin,
said domestic banks must
prepare to either cooperate or
compete with foreign banks
because foreign banks will be
allowed into the market soon.

“Foreign banks entering
Myanmar is not a shock.
In the past few years we
have seen an expansion in
the number of banks and
domestic banks will still be
able to do some services,
such as retail banking, even
when foreign banks arrive,”
he said.

He added that while
domestic banks cannot
compete in terms of
technology or capital, being
able to offer services such as
retail banking are methods
that will allow them to
survive. However, he said
said the Central Bank should
alsorelax some requirements,
such as the amount of paid
up capital required to open
each new branch, to allow
domestic banks to expand
more quickly.

U Than Lwin said the
leading banks have from
40 to 103 branches, while
smaller domestic lenders
have as few as two branches
and cannot expand further
because they lack the
capital.

“But we want to have
foreign banks working
here too and can cooperate
through joint ventures or
partnerships, which can
bring many benefits to both
parties,” he added.

There are 24 representative
offices registered with the
Central Bank, mostly from
Southeast Asian nations
but including Japan, South
Korea and India.

Korea Trade Investment
Promotion Agency’s
commercial officer Ko Tun
Tun said there are four
South Korean banks with
representative offices in
Myanmar, adding that a
fifth — Korea Exchange Bank
— was likely to join soon.

“As far as I know, they will
likely to come to Myanmar
through a joint venture in
2014

In our March 18 edition (Issue 670) we made an error in
a report headlined “New energy policy: govt”, where we
misquoted Daw Sane Sane, the central executive member
of the Renewable Energy Association Myanmar, as saying
that the government should not decentralise power provision

in off-grid areas.

Daw Sane Sane said: “The government should assist off-
grid areas using a decentralised system that will encourage
independent power producers from private and civil society
sectors to bring electricity to those areas. And state and non-
state bodies should abide by the rules and regulations laid
down by the government.” We apologise for any confusion

caused by this error.

By Htar Htar Khin

THE long wait is over, at least for drivers =
using one of Yangon’s many bottleneck 1
junctions. As of 6am on April 10, after
a 13-month period of construction,
constriction and congestion, the Hledan
overpass finally opened to traffic.

In advance of the formal grand opening
scheduled for the first week of May,
the four-lane, 2507-foot-long overpass
will carry up to 60 tonnes of vehicles
throughout the day. It was built by the
Shwe Taung Development company at a
cost of K14.487 billion.

One down, two to go and more to come.
While for drivers condemned to worm
their way through the construction works
for future flyovers at Bayintnaung Bridge
and Shwegondaing junction the end is not
yet in sight, the city plans at least two
more major flyovers — at 8-mile junction
in Mayangone township, and Myaynigone
junction in Sanchaung township. Both
projects are scheduled to start within the
year, but no details are available yet.

A car crosses the Hledan overpass
on April 10. Pic: Ko Taik
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Great Job Opportunities at Executive Search |
If you are looking for a good job and challenging
environment, then contact Executive Search!

Executive Search one of the leading employment
agency in Myanmar s looking for the following
vacancies in vanious industries Trading FMCG/
EngineeringToursmiAccounting™uman
Resources and Administration field.

= Marketing Manager'Sale Manager (FMCG and Others)
® Marketing/Sales SupervisorExecutive
(FMCG and Cihers)
® Towr Operations ManagenExecutive
= Towr Reservation Manager/Executive
= Towr Sakes ManagenExecutive
» Chief AccountantFinance Manager (Vanous Industries)
= Accountant/Assistant Accountant'Cashier
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» Human Resources Managen/Assistant
® Projecl Coordinalor (Auto CAD)
= Enginears (BEMBMECH-EP/ECS
CivikAGTI-MECH- EPVECI Civil)
= Adrinistration Manasger
= Agdrministration Officen Assistant
= Secretary/Receptionist'Office staff
® Busingss coondinalor
= Storekeeper/Driver
Interested persons can submit your GV with complate
documents during office hour from Monday to Friday

All Vacancies are freely open
without dead line and free registration
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ADVERTISING DOES ITS JOB,
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE

KEEP THEIRS

Good advertising doesn't just inform
It sells.
It helps move product and keep business.
Every time an ad arouses a consumer's
nterast enough to result in a purchase,
it keeps a company going strang
And it helps secure the jobs of the
people who work there.
Advertise now and keep people working.
Tel: 392 676, 302 928

Mvanmar Consolidated Media Co., Lid.
No. 379/383, Bo Aung Kyaw Street,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon.
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Competition in Mandalay’s cement
market is strong as the dry season,
when most building work is done,
comes to a close. In this picture
construction workers in Yangon pour
concrete at a site. Pic: Yadanar

MDY’s cement market heats up

By Khin Su Wai

THE annual building season in
Mandalay may be slowing down
as the monsoon approaches but
the battle to be the nation’s
number one cement is heating
up, with new brands challenging
more established products in
the fight for market share.
Established brands such as
AAA, Tiger Head and Myanmar
Elephant all made strong sales
during the dry months when
the building industry is busiest.
“We supply 8000 bags or
400 tonnes a day but it is
not enough for the market,”
said U Khin Maung Soe, sales
manager of Tiger Head cement.
“We distribute for both retail
and wholesale because we have
not linked with any particular
development projects like
other cement companies -
and sometimes we can’t meet

demand. But customers tend
to stick to a brand when they
trust it,” he said.

U Maung Maung Oo, an
agent for Myanmar Elephant
Cement, said the company
built a new factory in December
2012 and saw a 25 percent
increase in sales over the past
12 months. “We have seen a
surge in demand,” he said.

The national cement market
has traditionally relied on
imports but he said Mandalay’s
market had recently chosen
domestically produced
products, adding that brand
loyalty is strong.

“Last year, a cement brand
from Yangon entered the
industrial zone where we are
based but they closed up within
a short period,” U Maung
Maung Oo said.

The wholesale price per bag
for Myanmar Elephant is about
K5200 and the retail price is

K5400. He added that Elephant
brand cement from Thailand
costs about K6400 a bag.

He added that demand for
cement for the future looks
strong because there are so
many construction projects in
the city.

Myanmar had just three or four
cement factories before 1988 but
there are now about 15 factories?
which are collaboratively
operated by the government
and the private business sector.
Most of the factories have the
capacity to produce about 1000
tonnes a day.

In addition to domestic
brands, foreign brands are
imported from China or
Thailand.

The most famous import
brand is Elephant, some 1.9
million tonnes of which was
imported last year, said the
managing director of SCG
Trading Company, which

produces Elephant Cement,
Mr Soontornpol Veerapravati
during a press event in Yangon
last year. He added that the
company expected to export
more than 2 million tonnes of
cement to Myanmar this year.

In addition to competition
from Thailand, Mandalay’s
cement producers sometimes
are challenged by Yangon
cement makers. However,
U Khin Maung Soe from
Tiger Head cement said
transportation costs are a
major deterrent for cement
makers from the south to enter
into Mandalay market.

“Last year, we saw Green
Dragon enter the market but
now it has disappeared,” he
said.

Another new brand Ngweyi
Pearl is also now available in
the Mandalay market, and
more are expected, he said.

— Translated by Zar Zar Soe

Farmers ask for early crop loans, delayed repayments

By Myat May Zin

RIGID lending practices are driving down
produce prices and costing farmers money,
they say. Both banks and informal lenders
demand repayment of the money they
lend to farmers in the country’s major rice
production areas immediately after the
harvest, forcing farmers to go to market
straight away at the same time instead of
waiting until prices rise.

U Mya Kan, a farmer from western Bago
Region, told The Myanmar Times: “Not only
Myanmar Agricultural Development Bank,
but also informal money agents demand

repayment of their loans at the same time
after the harvest.”

“That means all the farmers have to sell
their produce at the same time and can’t
wait for a better price. And farmers have
to borrow from informal moneylenders to
plant paddy when the banks are late in
coming through with loans in time for the
next crop,” he said.

Myanmar Agricultural Development
Bank offers loans to farmers for three
seasons, summer, rainy-season and winter
crops. But they only lend to farmers who
have already repaid the last loan. This
drives farmers to borrow from moneylenders
who charge higher interest, said farmers

to apply for the following positions:

UNOPS E-recruitment system.

@UNOPS

The United Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS) in Myanmar is inviting qualified candidates

Sr. Title and level Duty Station Position Deadline

1. Infrastructure Specialist (IICA 2) Yangon International 17-Apr-2013
2. M&E Consultant (IICA 3) Yangon International 21-Apr-2013
3. Operations Assistant (LICA 3) Yangon National 22-Apr-2013
4. MNCH Specialist (IICA 2) Yangon International 24-Apr-2013
5. M&E Officer (P4) Yangon International 24-Apr-2013
6. Communications Analyst (LICA 5) Yangon National 30-Apr-2013

For details please visit UNOPS website https://gprs.unops.org/pages/ viewvacancy/VAListing.aspx
and click on the post you are interested in applying for. All applications must be made through

from Bago and Ayeyarwady regions.

“Last year I borrowed money in late
August, but I had to start preparing my
fields in May for ploughing and sowing in
June. I couldn’t wait for the bank, and had
to borrow from a moneylender at an interest
rate of 20 percent. I managed to repay the
loan from what Myanmar Agricultural
Development Bank lent me in August, but
I lost a lot in interest payments,” said U
Mya Kan.

U Thein Aung, secretary of Myanmar
Farmers’ Association, said loans provided
by Myanmar Agricultural Development
Bank covered less than half the total
production cost.

“A farmer needs at least K200,000 an
acre, but the bank offers only K80,000 an
acre, rising this year to K100,000. Farmers
never have time to rest. After they harvest
the winter crop [usually pulses], they have
to start preparing their land for planting
rainy-season crops in May. If they can’t
borrow from the bank then, they face higher
interest charges — as well as the risk of bad
weather and natural disaster,” he said.

U Tin Myo, who farms15 acres in Danubyu
township, said: “Normally farmers have to
borrow K2 million from the informal sector.
Some farmers are paying interest on every
crop.”

Earlier this year, the government
announced plans for a land registration
project that could lead to long-term loans
becoming available to farmers during
2013.
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Sawmills see reduction in pre-Thingyan timl

By San Yamin Aung

BUILDERS are using less
wood from timber mills
to construct Thingyan
pandals and the trend
is having a direct and
negative effect on local
timber suppliers and
sellers, they say.

U Win Thein from the
Kyantaingaung sawmill
and trading company, said
his sales have fallen by
50 percent year-on-year
from 2012. He attributes
the loss in revenue to
construction companies
using a combination of
“rented” wood from their
own suppliers to build
pandals, rather than
buying Inkanyin wood from
sawmills, traditionally the
wood of choice for pandal
builders.

“There is usually an
increase in the sale of
Inkanyin for construction,
but there has been no
upswing this year,” said the
owner of a timber shop in
South Okkalapa township.

“Most are hiring wood and
iron from the construction

Workers build a stage in front of

wood,” he said.

Another owner of a
sawmill and timber shop
in Dagon township said the

City Hall for Thingyan festivities
last week. Pic: Aung Htay Hlaing

and medium-sized pandal
construction has also
become more popular. As
a result, he said, builders

using less wood.
“Starting from last

year, pandal construction

with iron posts has led

sales,” he said. “The sale
of Inkanyin reached a peak
in 2009 and 2010 but has
fallen steadily since.”

ber sales

reason for the decline
in sales: Inkanyin sells
for between K580,000
(US$670) and K600,000
($700) a tonne, he said. A
large pandal requires up
to 30 tonnes, say builders.

To make up for the cost
of construction, pandal
builders often charge
contractors an extra fee
for the cost of the timber.

Ko Khin Mg Lwin, from
Min Shwe Sin construction,
said his company mostly
uses wood to build pandals,
but when there is a need
to reinforce the strength
of the pandals, they mix
materials. Using only steel
is also expensive, he said.

To save additional
money, most construction
companies are renting
timber from suppliers
and then selling it back
to shops after Thingyan if
the wood is not too badly
damaged.

“If we use 10 tonnes, we
can only sell back about
7 tonnes because the rest
is too badly damaged,” a
pandal constructor said.

Builders say each pandal
costs about K10 million

sites ... instead of buying

use of iron posts in large-

are mixing materials and

to diminishing timber

Cost may be another

($11,500) to construct.

Palaung group calls for pipeline halt

By Soe Sandar Oo

REPRESENTATIVES of the
Palaung ethnic group in Shan
State have asked the government
to halt work on the Myanmar-
China oil and gas pipeline project,
which they say is negatively
affecting their communities.
The pipeline is being built
by South-East Asia Pipeline
Company, which is 50.9 percent
owned by an affiliate of China
National Petroleum Corporation.
The pipeline crosses more than
793 kilometres of land within
Myanmar’s borders. Work on the
project started in September 2011.
Activists made the call at a
press conference at Yangon’s
Royal Rose restaurant on April 9.
Ma Lay Kwal, a Palaung (also
Ta’aung) said communities had
seen no benefits since the project
started in 2010 but more than

550 households, in 51 townships,
have had their land confiscated.
She said that although many
have received compensation for
the land, the amount paid was
inadequate or not paid in full.

“The compensation is supposed
to be about K600,000 an acre but
only 30 percent of the Ta’aung
communities received the full
amount,” she said. “Some were
paid K300,000 and others in
far-flung townships were paid as
little as K20,000-30,000 an acre,”
she said.

A report prepared by the
Ta’aung Students and Youth
Organisation in November 2012
and titled “Pipeline Nightmare”
said the increased military
presence in the area to provide
security for the pipeline had
severely affected Ta’aung people,
especially women. The report
noted increased drug use in the
area since the arrival of large

numbers of Chinese construction
workers.

The construction workers were
accompanied by 26 new military
patrols, with 10 or 12 soldiers
each.

Ma Lay Kwal added that the
Chinese workers were aggressive
in their interactions with local
women.

“We are not used to being
teased by men or having them
grab us by the hand, which is
what has happened a lot. Young
Ta’aung women get very upset
by this kind of bad behaviour,”
she said.

The Shwe Gas Pipeline is a
large-scale energy infrastructure
project that will result in the
laying of two pipelines between
Kyaukpyu in Rakhine State to
Ruili in China’s Yunnan Province.
The pipelines will carry crude oil
and natural gas, helping China to
cut out the slow Malacca Strait in

shipping oil from the Middle East.

Ko Mine Myo Aung, a member
of the Ta’aung Students and
Youth Organisation, said the
added security was a serious
infringement on the freedom of
Ta’aung people to move.

“There are about 19 checkpoints
between Namtu and Maimaw
township in northern Shan
State,” he said. “We have to report
on this issue now or the pipeline’s
operators will not respect our
people in the future. Political
parties and other organisations
are ready to cooperate with us but
they cannot get beyond the edge
of town,” he said.

Ko O’ Lar, a member of the
Myanma-China Pipeline Watch
Committee, which was organised
in 2011, said he feared the risk of
armed conflict along the route of
the pipeline.

“I’'m really worried about
what will happen if there is

conflict between ethnic groups
and the government near the
pipeline — and I want to know how
government will solve that kind
of problem,” he said.

He added that he was also
worried the Chinese military
would step in to protect the
pipeline.

The pipeline’s operator,
China National Petroleum
Company (CNPC), told Palaung
representatives that they would
bring experts and technicians to
the area, and solve problems with
ethnic groups.

But Ko O’ Lar said the visits
had never happened.

He added that an explosion
near Kyaukme during pressure
tests in November last year had
made residents nervous.

“This pipeline will cross through
the middle of Myanmar — and any
explosions would not be good for
the country’s image.”

Yangyon Shhowroom

Mandalay Showroom
Taung Gyi Showroom

$020dm00020[0)E38l0000RE aplieiodel e§ 3361 Hotel s&éiosqpizacgod
Design ¢ Sofa sadjdjss€ Furniture :a'adfl o o§d§ oot o‘é%oﬁo‘fn& o ei§EdaopS

e

e AR

Email: Isi@everseikomm.com
Road 80, Between 28"
Myoma Markel (West), Salsamhlun Streel, Zaypine Ward

Mo 151,
Kalaw Plaza, No.141

SRR
Room 4008 [ 4054 Lewvel (3), Taw Win Centre, Pyay Road, Dagon Township.

& 29" atreet, Tel

D2-32883

LIEE

wianw, Hving Sgquansmim  Com
Tel: 8600013, 8600014 (Ext: 4008, ,4054), 08-73022463, 09-5166281, 08-5124682.

Tel:09-F3022461



PROPERTY

April 15 - 21, 2013

20

THE MYANMAR TIMES

Hong Kong’s small businesses Vamshmg with soari

By Kelvin Wong

ONG KONG -
Over the past
decade, car-
repair shop
owner Benny Chan has
seen more than 70 percent
of his small-business peers
disappear as his Hong Kong
neighbourhood fills up with
high-end Western bars and
Japanese restaurants.

“Rents here are going up
multiple times,” said Chan,
who’s been in business
since 1985 in the Tai Hang
area, just east of the ritzy
Causeway Bay shopping
district. “We’ll all be out of
here in the next four to five
years.”

Rents are climbing in
neighbourhoods near
Causeway Bay and
Hong Kong’s other prime
shopping districts, known
for luxury stores that
attract free-spending
tourists from mainland
China. That is squeezing
out mom-and-pop shops,
congee and noodle vendors
and other small businesses
like Chan’s as developers
and landlords seek to profit
from the trend.

“There’s only a limited
supply of good spots and
the rents are super high”
in major shopping districts,
Joe Lin, Hong Kong-based
senior director for retail
services at CBRE Group Inc,
said in an interview. “It’s
natural that restaurants
and some retailers would
find these fringe areas
with an equally hip, high-
spending crowd more
attractive.”

Shops in Causeway Bay
fetch an average US$2630
(HK$20,417) a square
foot a year, the highest in
the world, according to a
November report by broker
Cushman & Wakefield.
For a 500-square-foot
(46-square-metre) shop,
that is an annual rent of
$1.32 million. Across the
harbour in Tsim Sha Tsui,
retailers including Dolce
& Gabbana and Chanel
pay $1547 a square foot
annually. Retail rents in the
Central business district,
where banks including
Goldman Sachs

company has plans for a
65,000-square-foot project
with Henderson Land
Development, controlled by
billionaire Lee Shau-kee.

“It’s only a 15-minute
walk from the world’s
most expensive shopping
location,” Soundwill
executive director Dickson
Lau, referring to Tai Hang’s
proximity to Causeway
Bay, said in an interview at
the 37-storey tower. “With
all the new restaurants
and apartments, there’ll
be a huge upgrade in the
standard of living in this
area.”

Shares of Soundwill,
which owns 20,000 square
feet of retail space on
Causeway Bay’s Russell
Street, have risen almost
11-fold since early 2009,
after profit tripled in the
period. Lau said the group
expects rental income to
double this year from 2012.

To the west of Hong
Kong’s Central business
district, in the historic
areas of Sheung Wan, Sai
Ying Pun and Kennedy
Town, mom-and-pop shops
also are being pushed.

“To open here is risky,
but so far we're doing good,”
said Jerome Spitzer, whose
Metropolitan restaurant
in Sai Ying Pun replaced
a neighbourhood grocery
in March, adding to his
three French restaurants
in Central. Serving Nicoise
salads and tarte tatin,
the restaurant’s facade
resembles the Art Nouveau
metro station entrances of
Paris.

“Business is good if
you're already an existing
operator in Central,” said
Spitzer, whose French
Creations group also runs
a fifth restaurant in Happy
Valley near Causeway Bay.
“But to open another new
one there — the rent is just
crazy.”

Monthly rents for ground-
level shops in the up-and-
coming fringe areas have
risen “multiple times” in
the past five years to about
HK$40 to HK$60 a square
foot, according to Helen
Mak, Hong Kong’s head
of retail services at broker
Colliers International.
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months ago after both
adjacent stores gave way
to a sushi restaurant and a
bar. She found another spot
in the area — a 50-square-
foot stand with no cover
that is about half the size
of her original business — at
the same rent.

“The new landlord is
an old neighbour who’s
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an automobile-repair shop
on the same street as Sin’s
old florist spot, moved his
business to Sai Wan Ho,
near the eastern end of
Hong Kong Island, when
his landlord doubled the
rent to HK$30,000 a month
in 2011.

“There wasn’t even
room for negotiation,” said

a square foot, while the
site was acquired at about
HK$8000 a square foot.
Many properties that
aren’t bought by developers
are owned by private
investors who made their
fortunes elsewhere, such
as in the manufacturing
boom in the 1970s, the
stock market rally in the

the city’s busiest shopping
areas to slow for a second
straight year in 2013 as
mainland Chinese tourists
cut spending on luxury goods
and the global economic
outlook remains uncertain.
Average prime shop rents
in Hong Kong may rise
8pc this year, down from
growth of 9pc a year earlier
and 27pc in

and UBS AG
have offices,
are $1856 a

éRents here are going up multiple times. ... We’ll all be out of here in

the next four to five years.’

2011, said Los
Angeles-based
CBRE, the

year.

Developers are
taking advantage of the
opportunity. Soundwill
Holdings, a mid-size local
builder, last year completed
a 163-unit apartment
building in Tai Hang
and has begun work on
another. A block away, the

Still, at upwards of HK$720
a year a square foot, they
remain well below those in
top shopping districts such
as Causeway Bay, she said.

Tina Sin, a flower seller
in her 60s who operated a
shop in Tai Hang for almost
30 years, was evicted three

trying to look out for the
community,” said Sin. “But
he also told us that when
someone comes in with a
good offer for the building,
he’ll sell it, and that’ll be
the end for us.”

Others were not as lucky.
Chung Wing-Ho, who ran

Markefinu@PEBsteel.nm.mm

.PEBeel:um

Chung. “To double the rent
basically means asking us
to leave. The margin for our
business isn’t very high to
begin with.”

Henderson Land, Kerry
Properties and New
World Development are
among the companies with
projects in the Sai Ying
Pun area. Kerry in 2010
completed Island Crest, a
488-unit luxury and retail
development on a site it
bought from a government
agency that spent years
buying out owners of 30
dilapidated residential
buildings, some constructed
more than half a century
earlier.

New World, controlled by
billionaire Cheng Yu-tung,
will this year begin selling
a nearby residential project
with about 100 units. The
company said last year
it expects to market the
project at about HK$14,000

1980s and the real estate
surge during the past few
years, according to Stanley
Poon, chief operating officer
at the commercial-property
arm of Centaline Property
Agency, the city’s biggest
closely held realtor.

Simon Wong, whose
family owns two six-
storey residential walk-up
buildings more than 40
years old in the Sheung
Wan district, last year
replaced a grocery-selling
tenant on the ground
floor with a wine retailer,
doubling the rent.

“It’s just evolution,”
said Wong, 29, who helps
manage a trading business
his grandfather founded
almost 40 years ago. “It’s
sad for the old tenant, but
we have hardly raised the
rent in the past. We're just
catching up to the trend.”

Real estate brokers are
expecting rental growth in

world’s biggest
commercial realtor. New
York-based Cushman sees
rents gaining about 5pc this
year, according to Michelle
Woo, Hong Kong-based
senior director of retail
transaction services.

“The drop in luxury and
big-ticket purchases has
impacted overall retail
sales,” said Woo. “We're
seeing a pullback in the
expansion of this sector in
the second half because of
the slight shift in shoppers’
spending patterns.”

Chinese President
Xi Jinping, who took
over last month, has
vowed to crack down on
extravagant spending by
officials in a bid to show his
government’s commitment
to rooting out corruption, a
declaration that could deter
mainlanders shopping for
gifts in Hong Kong.

Still, analysts are
predicting retail will beat
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residential and office as the
best-performing Hong Kong
property market this year,
amid government curbs on
home prices and a shrinking
financial-services industry
that’s damping demand for
prime office space.

Shares of landlords
with large shopping-
mall portfolios, including
Wharf Holdings and
Hysan Development, will
probably outperform those
of residential developers
such as Sun Hung Kai
Properties and Hongkong
Land Holdings, the biggest
office landlord in Central,
said BNP Paribas SA
analyst Lee Wee Liat.

Even so, not all retail
properties would fare
equally well. Some luxury-
brand shops are beginning
to move from street
level into less-expensive
shopping malls as rents
rise.

“There’ll be a retail
migration to the second-
best space,” said Lee, who
estimates current mall
rents to be about a third
of street-level rents in the
same area. “There needs
to be a narrowing in the
gap between the two, and
this will be good for the
landlords.”

Hong Kong is now the
most expensive place to buy
a home among major global
cities, after prices more
than doubled in the past

four years, according to
Savills. That has prompted
government measures
seeking to curb a property
bubble.

The value of retail shop-
ownership transactions rose
78pc to HK$85 billion last
year from 2011, extending
a record, according to
Centaline, which began
collecting data in 1996.

While a retail boom and
government curbs on the
home market have shifted
individual investors’
attention toward shops
in busy areas such as
Causeway Bay over the past
three years, those funds are
now starting to move into
the fringe areas, according
to Centaline’s Poon.

“So many individual
investors have gone into
these older areas to look
for what they think are
bargains, and that pushes
up the prices a lot,” he
said. “And, of course, after
paying higher prices, they
have to raise the rents.”

That means the
transformation of the
fringe areas will continue
to accelerate.

“Tai Hang used to be
mostly just neighbourhood
eateries and craft shops,”
said Chan of Benny Motors.
“There’s no way we can
afford to stay here now that
there are all these high-end
restaurants.”

— Bloomberg News

Naing Group to renovate
Blazon into showcase office

By Htar Htar Khin

NAING Group has started
renovating four floors of the
former Blazon department
store on U Wisara Road
in Kamaryut township, an
executive director with the
company said last week.

U Htet Naing Oo, executive
director of Naing Group’s
property development wing,
said the company will use the
site as a one-stop property
development office. He said
the renovation is expected to
be finished by the middle of
the year.

“The former Blazon
department store occupied
four floors and the other
10 floors are residential
apartments,” he said.
“Naing Group took over the
four floors from Creation
Myanmar Company, which
previously operated Blazon
Department Store. We're
hopeful the renovation will
be completed by June,” he
added.

U Htet Naing Oo said the
ground floor will showcase
Naing Group’s high-
end projects and models
of Yangon’s landmarks;

the second floor will
have layouts of different
interiors; and the upper two
floors will be used to host

Naing Group’s new showcase and office at the site of the former Blazon Department
store on U Wisara Road. Pic: Thiri Lu

seminars, meeting rooms,
the executive director’s
office and Naing Group’s
board of directors.

He added that the lower
floors should be completed
in May, with the upper
floors to follow later.

He said the renovations
are being done with guidance
from Singaporean designers
and will resemble the Urban
Redevelopment Authority

showcase in that nation.
“We’ve been working with
interior designer Mr Keen
and the plan is to make
it similar to Singapore’s
URA,” he said.

“We want to showcase
all of the company’s big
development projects in
Yangon, as well as the
landmarks of Yangon. But it
is also the company’s office,”
U Htet Naing Oo said.

He said the company
needed the site because
its former office was too
small, adding that the
Blazon building will be more
convenient for clients.

“Our former showroom
on Bo Yar Nyunt Street
in Dagon township was
too small and had limited
parking. The new office has
at least 20 parking spaces,”
he said.

“What we want to reflect
here is the condo lifestyle
that you can see in Singapore
as well as the small office,
home office ideas that we
want to introduce to our
customers,” he added.

U Htet Naing Oo would
not disclose the cost of
renovating the site nor how
much Naing Group had
paid Creation Myanmar to
secure the rights.
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UNICEF Vacancy Notice

(For Myanmar Nationals only)
Post Title: Communication for Development Officer,
Education/C4D Section, based in Yangon (Temporary
Appointment) - One year
Level: NO-B with good benefits

Purpose: Toprovidetechnicalassistanceincoordination,implementation
and monitoring of behaviour change communication in order to support
the design, roll out and monitoring of national Education movement
under the Comprehensive Education Sector Review (CESR).

Requirements:

» Preferably advanced university degree in relevant field, e.g.,
Communication for Development, Social Sciences, or a related field
combined with relevant experience. First level University degree may
be accepted in exceptional circumstances.

» Atleasttwo years professional work experience in communication for
development and development work.

» Demonstrated ability to work in a multicultural environment and
establish harmonious and effective working relationships both within
and outside the organization.

« Prior experience within UNICEF/UN context a plus.

* Fluency in English and Myanmar.

Detailed Job Description may be requested by writing to UNICEF
Myanmar: thoo@unicef.org

Please note that:

1. UNICEF doesnotdiscriminateinregardtorace, ethnicityandgenderor
persons living with disabilities.

2. UNICEF fosters a climate of impartiality, faimess and objectivity and
assures the equitable application of UNICEF regulations, rules and
policies.

3. Female qualified candidates are encouraged to apply.

4. UNICEF is a smoke free environment.

Qualified candidates may submit application with updated CV to
UNICEF Myanmar Office to: jobs.yangon@unicef.org)
Closing date: 26* April, 2013

TRADE MARK CAUTION

ACCOR, a company incorporated under the laws of
France and having its principal place of business at 110
avenue de France, 75013 Paris, France, is the Owner
and Sole Proprietor of the following Trademark:-

Reg. No. 4/13678/2012

in respect of “Class 43: Hotel and restaurant (providing
of food and drink) services; temtporary accommodation;
motels, restaurants, cafeterias, tea rooms, bars (with
the exception of clubs), holiday homes; reservation
services for hotel rooms for travellers; non-professional
consultancy and advice in connection with hotel and
restaurant services.”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
Trademark will be dealt with according to law.

U Nyunt Tin Associates International Limited
Intellectual Property Division

P.O. Box No. 952, Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 959 4500 59 247-8, 951 375754, Fax: 951 254321
Email: info@untlaw.com

For ACCOR Dated: 15" April, 2013.
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India using drones to
fight rhino poachers

GUWAHATI, India -
India said last week it is
deploying drones over a
reserve to safeguard the
rare one-horned rhino from
poachers, the first time
the country has employed
aerial technology to protect
wildlife.

The unmanned aerial
vehicle (UAV) gives
patrols a new strategic
advantage with an eye in
the sky, allowing access
into previously unreachable
areas and a safe view of
illegal activities on the
ground.

“This is the first time
in India that the UAV
technology is being used
for protecting the wildlife,”
Assam forest minister
Rockybul Hussain told
reporters in the state’s main
city of Guwahati on April 8.

“The presence of the
UAVs will also serve as a
deterrent to poachers since
they now know the parks
are being monitored both on
the ground and from above.”

The drones are being flown
over the Kaziranga National

Park, 200 kilometres (120
miles) from Guwahati, in
the northeast of the country,
park officials said.

The UAVs are light
enough to be launched by
hand, taking images of the
ground below with a still or
video camera.

Kaziranga has been
fighting a long battle against
rhino poachers who kill the
animals for their horns,
which fetch huge prices in
some Asian countries.

At least 21 rhinos were
killed last year by poachers
in Kaziranga while another
15 have been reported dead
this year.

A 2012 census in the
park put the number of the
rhinos at 2290 out of a global
one-horned rhinoceros
population of 3300.

Park warden N. K. Vasu
hailed the maiden flight of
the drones as an important
milestone in the fight
against rhino poaching.

“We hope this new
technology will go a long
way in effective surveillance
of the park,” he said. — AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION

above the horse.

rights of our client.

being their agent.

Soe Win

Advocate

#0502 / 5, Sakura Tower
Ph: 255055/ 255407

Dated: 15" April, 2013

Notice is hereby given that our client, Porsche
Aktiengesellschaft, having a principal office at
Porscheplatz 1,70435 Stuttgart, Germany, is the owner
and the sole proprietor of the following trade mark:-

Reg No. 4/13391/9226
That the said trade mark consists of’:-

A shield containing four distinct quadrants, with two
adjacent quadrants each bearing stylized antlers against
a beaded panel and a combination of solid and beaded
panels separated by strips. At the top of the shield is the
word PORSCHE. Within the shield and at its centre is
a crest bearing a horse rampant against a background
with the word STUTTGART in capital letters directly

To be used in respect of “vehicle and their parts as far as
included in International Class 12” being used, proposed
to be used the above-mentioned trade mark in any color
or combination of colors and claims the exclusive right
of trade mark by or on behalf of the Company in the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Our abovementioned client has instructed us and wishes
us to bring to the notice of the trade and public that they
attach singular importance to their abovementioned
trade mark and that legal action will be taken against
any person or persons who act in infringement of the

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said
trade mark or infringements whatsoever will be dealt
with according to the Law.

Any inquiry relative thereto may be referred to ourselves

For Hilborn, Hawkin & Co.
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Adelie penguins in Commonwealth Bay, Antarctica, in a file photo taken on January 16, 2012. Telemedicine
is enabling medical specialists in Texas to treat patients at the research stations operated by the United States
thousands of kilometres away in Antarctica. Pic: EPA

Telemedicine’s long reach,
from Texas to Antarctica

By Sarah Halzack

WASHINGTON — When the
doctors at University of Texas
Medical Branch are reading
an ultrasound, examining
an X-ray or evaluating an
echocardiogram, the patient
they are treating is not
necessarily right in front
of them.

Instead, the patient is
often in one of the farthest-
flung corners of the Earth: a
scientific research station in
Antarctica.

Using telemedicine,
Galveston, Texas-based
physicians provide treatment
to scientists and support
staff who would otherwise
have access to only basic
medical care. With the help of
videoconference technology
and specially designed
medical instruments,
doctors can diagnose heart
attacks, inspect a lesion or
even provide psychiatric
counselling to National
Science Foundation workers
from thousands of kilometres
(miles) away.

“We can really be virtually
looking over their shoulder,”
said Scott Parazynski,
director of UTMB’S Center
for Polar Medical Operations.

Although telemedicine has
been practised for decades, a
burst of innovation in recent
years has greatly improved
its quality: Higher video and
image resolution help lead
to more accurate diagnoses,
while more efficient use of
bandwidth has led to more
reliable connections. And
the increased adoption of
electronic medical records
allows documentation to
be shared more easily and
quickly.

The way that telemedicine
technology is being applied
in Antarctica offers a window
into its potential to reshape
health care in less remote
parts of the world.

The capabilities of
the health facilities at

the United States’ three
Antarctic research stations
are limited.

“They can treat most
primary care issues and
some emergencies, at least in
terms of initial stabilisation,”
said Michael Montopoli, the
chief medical officer at NSF’s
division of polar programs.

But they are not equipped
to give CT scans or MRIs,
nor do they have a surgical
centre or postoperative
facilities.

Telemedicine can help
fill the gaps. A secure
video conference can allow
a specialist to talk to the
patient and on-site caregiver
to assess symptoms. The
same technology can also
be used to have a specialist
coach an on-site specialist
through a highly skilled
procedure such as an
echocardiogram.

a medevac operation,”
Montopoli said.

The difference between
those two courses can be
important, not only for a
patient’s health but also for
a client’s bottom line.

Leaving Antarctica can be
an outright odyssey: Flights
are limited because it is
often so cold that airplanes
cannot function. In winter,
the surface of the ice runway
at McMurdo Station requires
special preparation to accept
aircraft.

And those are just the
obstacles to departing a
coastal facility. Travel out
of the inland South Pole
station is sometimes nearly
impossible.

Accordingly, Montopoli
said a medical evacuation
from Antarctica can cost
“several hundred thousand
dollars.”

éWe can really be virtually
looking over their shoulder.”

A new array of tools can
also help the remote doctor
work as if she is in the
exam room. Stethoscopes
equipped with microphones
enable a far-away doctor to
instantly hear a patient’s
heart or lungs. Special
ophthalmoscopes, which
come with a light source and
a camera, allow the doctor to
see inside a patient’s eye in
real time.

Polycom, the maker of the
telemedicine products used
by UTMB and NSF, has
made this set of equipment
fit inside a case small enough
that it could be stowed in an
overhead bin on an airplane.

Telemedicine capabilities
have been influential in how
NSF health centres deliver
care.

“It’s allowed us to make
critical decisions about either
treating the patient there
at the clinic or launching

While telemedicine has
broadened health-care
options in Antarctica,
physicians and patients
still must contend with some
limitations. Amundsen-Scott
South Pole Station only gets
internet access for about 12
hours a day because of the
positioning of the satellites
that provide connectivity.

“We can provide very good
technology on each end that
provides the most effective
use of bandwidth, but if
there’s nothing to run it
over, there’s a challenge,”
said Ron Emerson, global
director for health care at
Polycom.

In the same way
telemedicine has flung
open the doors for more
and improved care in
Antarctica, its practitioners
and advocates say it could
have the same power closer
to home.

In America’s rural areas,
it can often be difficult for
residents to get access to
medical specialists. As the
Affordable Care Act extends
health insurance to millions
of Americans who previously
did not have it, experts say
that shortage is likely to be
felt even more acutely.

Polycom and UTMB say
telemedicine could help meet
the swell in demand.

“The financial incentive
is going to be there,”
Parazynski said, for his
hospital and other health
providers to increase their
telemedicine offerings.

In fact, UTMB
pediatricians already use
telemedicine technology to
serve children in rural areas.

Oliver Black, systems
analyst services manager
at UTMB, said telemedicine
could also be used in the
future to monitor patients
with chronic conditions in
their homes.

Still, there are obstacles
to more widespread use of
telemedicine. A telemedicine
consultation is not typically
billable in the same way an
office visit would be, which
can create difficulties for
doctors wishing to practice
this way.

And there are some
aspects of an in-person
doctor-patient interaction
that telemedicine can not
quite replicate.

“You’re relying on the
person on the scene to pick
up on the subtle changes
in facial expression,”
Parazynski said. “And you
miss out on touch.”

Technologists and
practitioners say they still
see room for innovation
that would also further
telemedicine’s reach.
Advancements in surgical
robotics, for example, could
make it possible for operations
to be done from afar, rather
than just consultations and
examinations.

— The Washington Post
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Crisis deepens on Korean peninsula

SEOUL - The United States has
warned North Korea it is skating a
“dangerous line” with an expected
missile launch that could start a
new cycle of escalating tensions in
aregion already on a hair-trigger.

South Korean and US forces
remained on heightened alert on
April 11 with both experts and
officials suggesting a launch was
likely in the build-up to April
15 birthday celebrations for the
North’s late founder Kim I1-Sung.

“North Korea... with its bellicose
rhetoric, its actions, has been
skating very close to a dangerous
line,” US Defence Secretary Chuck
Hagel said on April 10.

“Our country is fully prepared
to deal with any contingency, any
action that North Korea may take
or any provocation that they may
instigate,” Hagel added.

South Korean intelligence
says the North has prepared two
mid-range missiles for imminent
launch from its east coast, despite
warnings from ally China to avoid
provocative moves at a time of
soaring military tensions.

The South Korea-US Combined

North Korean artists performing at a theatre in Pyongyang on April 9 during events celebrating the
anniversary that day of late North Korean leader Kim Jong-il succeeding his father and North Korean
founder Kim ll-sung as the nation’s leader in 1994. Pic: EPA/KCNA

in North Korea saw no need to
leave, and added that it saw no risk
to EU citizens in the South.

Although those warnings were
largely shrugged off, there is
growing global concern that
sky-high tensions might trigger
an incident that could swiftly
escalate.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov warned against escalating
the crisis and stressed that Moscow
and Washington were cooperating
closely.

“On North Korea we have
no differences with the United
States,” Lavrov told journalists
after meeting US counterpart
John Kerry on the sidelines of a
G8 foreign minister’s meeting in
London on April 10.

“One just shouldn’t scare anyone
with military manoeuvres and
there’s a chance that everything
will calm down,” Lavrov said.

The mid-range missiles mobilised
by the North are reported to be
untested Musudan models with
an estimated range of up to 4000
kilometres (2,485 miles).

That would cover any target

Forces Command has raised
its “Watchcon” status from 3
to 2 to reflect indications of a
“vital threat”, while the South’s
national police

launches, involving shorter-range Incensed by South Korean-US
SCUD and Rodong missiles. military exercises, Pyongyang

The crisis on the Korean has accused Washington and
peninsula has intensified almost Seoul of preparing an invasion

in Pyongyang on April 5 they
had until April 10 to consider
evacuation and followed that with
a similar warning to foreigners in

in South Korea and Japan, and
possibly even US military bases on

the Pacific island of Guam.
Japan, whose armed forces
have been

force has also

been placed éNgrth Korea...

on heightened

authorised to

with its bellicose rhetoric, its actions, has been skating very close to a dangerous line.? shoot down

any North

terror alert.

Some media reports have quoted
Seoul government and military
sources as saying Pyongyang
might be preparing “multiple”

Syrian rebels in new weapons plea

and threatened dire retaliation
ranging from artillery barrages to
nuclear strikes.

The North told foreign diplomats

daily since the North carried out
its third nuclear test in February
and was promptly slapped with
toughened UN sanctions.

South Korea to get out ahead of

a possible “thermo-nuclear” war.
The European Union said the
seven EU countries with embassies

Korean missile
headed towards its territory, has
deployed Patriot missiles in its
capital as a pre-emptive defence
measure. — AFP
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LONDON - US Secretary
of State John Kerry and
other G8 foreign ministers
were on April 11 meeting
for a second day of talks in
London focused on Syria
after rebels again appealed
for weapons.

The ministers began their
talks on April 10, soon after
Syrian opposition leaders
met Kerry about their
repeated calls for arms to
fight the Syrian regime
forces.

The talks on April 10 with
members of the opposition
Syrian National Coalition
included its prime minister
Ghassan Hitto.

The United States said it
was mulling ways to step
up help for Syria’s rebels.
Kerry held talks with

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov in a bid to
find common ground with a
key ally of Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad on ending
the conflict.

However, overshadowing
the discussions was a
statement on April 10 by
the head of Syria’s jihadist
Al-Nusra Front pledging
allegiance to al-Qaeda chief
Ayman al-Zawahiri, which
raised Western doubts
about arming the rebels.

A top State Department
official confirmed that,
during a lunch hosted by
British Foreign Secretary
William Hague, the Syrian
opposition leaders renewed
appeals for lethal aid but
Kerry “didn’t promise
anything”.

Hague later called the
talks “very productive”
and stressed the Syrian
coalition’s executive arm
“will have a vital role to play
in delivering governance,
services and support to the
Syrian people”.

The US and EU are
providing non-lethal aid
such as communications
equipment and are
beginning to distribute food
and medical supplies to the
Free Syrian Army, but have
stopped short of providing
weaponry.

The announcement by
the Al-Nusra front is likely
to bolster assertions by
Assad’s regime that it is
fighting “terrorists” who
want to impose an Islamic
state.

The April 10 talks had
focused on ways of changing
Assad’s calculations about
the outcome of the conflict
which is in its third year and
has cost some 70,000 lives.

“We need to have this
continuing conversation
which is why we are going
back to Istanbul,” a US
official said, referring to
Kerry’s plans to attend a
Friends of Syria meeting on
April 20 in the Turkish city.

The Group of Eight
rich nations are Britain,
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Russia and
the United States. Britain,
which holds the rotating
chairmanship of the group
this year, will host a leaders’
summit in Northern Ireland
in June. - AFP

Malawi issues scathing attack on Madonna

BLANTYRE, Malawi — Malawi has
launched a stinging attack on US
pop icon Madonna, 54, accusing her
of expecting “gratitude” and VIP
treatment during a visit earlier this
month to her charity projects in the
southern African country.

It was “strange and depressing” that
the singer seemed to want “Malawi
to be forever chained to the

denied use of the VIP section at the
airport on the trip and had to use the
ordinary passenger section.

She was visiting schools her charity
has built in central Malawi with her
four children, including Malawian-
born David Banda and Mercy James.

Madonna’s fame did not mean she
had to be given “state treatment”, and

she is building schools in Malawi when
she has actually only contributed to
the construction of classrooms is not
compatible with manners of someone
who thinks she deserves to be revered
with state grandeur,” it said.

“The difference between a school and
a classroom should be the most obvious
thing for a person demanding state
courtesy to decipher.”

obligation of gratitude” for
having adopted two Malawian
children, said President Joyce

Madonna two years ago

éKindness... is free and anonymous.” abandoned a US$15 million

girls’ academy, saying she

Banda’s government on April
1.

“Kindness, as far as its ordinary
meaning is concerned, is free and
anonymous,” it added in a four-page
statement. “If it can’t be free and silent,
it is not kindness; it is something else.
Blackmail is the closest it becomes.”

For the first time, the superstar was

she was “like any other visitor” not on
an official invitation, said the highly
critical statement.

Referring to Madonna’s charity work,
the government said she urgently
needed to learn “the decency of telling
the truth”.

“For her to tell the whole world that

would instead build community
schools to accommodate more students.

The star’s philanthropy manager
Trevor Neilson said he was a “bit
surprised” by the criticism.

“We will continue to fund programs
that support children in Malawi, a
country where millions of children
suffer every day,” he added. — AFP
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Climate researchers [mmersion language teaching

issue prediction
for bumpier flights

PARIS - Flights will become
bumpier as global warming
destabilises air currents at
altitudes used by commercial
airliners, climate scientists
warned last week.

Already, atmospheric
turbulence injures hundreds
of airline passengers each
year, sometimes fatally,
damaging aircraft and
costing the industry an
estimated US$150 million,
scientists said.

“Climate change is not
just warming the Earth’s
surface, it is also changing
the atmospheric winds
10 kilometres (six miles)
high, where planes fly,”
said study co-author Paul
Williams of the University
of Reading’s National Centre
for Atmospheric Science in
southeastern England.

“That is making the
atmosphere more vulnerable
to the instability that creates
clear-air turbulence,” he told
AFP by email on April 8.

“Our research suggests
that we’ll be seeing the
‘fasten seatbelts’ sign turned
on more often in the decades
ahead.”

Turbulence is mainly
caused by vertical airflow
— up-draughts and down-
draughts near clouds and
thunderstorms.

Clear-air turbulence,
which is not visible to the
naked eye and cannot be
detected by satellite or
traditional radar, is linked
to atmospheric jet streams,
which are projected to
strengthen with climate
change.

The study authors used
supercomputer simulations

of the North Atlantic jet
stream, a strong upper-
atmospheric wind driven
by temperature differences
between colliding Arctic and
tropical air.

The jet stream affects
traffic in the aviation
corridor between Europe
and North America — one
of the world’s busiest with
about 300 eastbound and
westbound flights a day.

They found that a
doubling of carbon dioxide
(CO2) in the atmosphere
from pre-industrial levels,
predicted within 40 years,
would cause turbulence to be
10-40 percent more forceful
at typical cruise altitudes.

“Turbulence strong
enough to make walking
difficult and to dislodge
unsecured objects is likely
to become twice as common
in transatlantic airspace by
the middle of this century,”
said Williams.

“As well as making
flights bumpier and less
comfortable, this could also
increase the risk of injury
to passengers and crew” —
especially in winter when
Northern Hemisphere clear-
air turbulence is thought to
be most intense.

The study, published in
the journal Nature Climate
Change, said planes already
spent about one percent of
their cruise time in strong
clear-air turbulence.

Frequent flyers have
reported bumpiness to be on
the rise, but this is the first
study to actually measure
the projected impact of
climate change, said the
authors. — AFP

celebrates success in the US

VENICE, California —
Susan Wang couldn’t speak
English when she arrived
in California from Taiwan,
aged 16.

Now 49, she heads a
school offering US children a
similar experience, plunging
them into a Chinese world.

And her school is part
of a rapid expansion of
“immersion” Mandarin
language programs in
the United States, helped
notably by Beijing providing
low-cost native-speaker
teachers to cash-strapped
US educational institutions.

Pupils as young as five at
her Broadway Elementary
School in Venice, west of
Los Angeles, take classes
entirely in Chinese, in a
project so successful that it
is moving to a new campus.

“The single most exciting
thing has to be watching
the kids learn and how they
learn, and how fast they
pick up another language,
it’s just amazing,” she told
AFP.

“I didn’t speak English
when I came, so when it
comes to dual language
and language learning ...
it’s something close to my
heart,” she added.

Chinese immersion
programs are not new in
American schools. But
China’s rapidly expanding
world role has fueled
growing demand for
Mandarin language skills,
mirroring Washington’s
diplomatic pivot across the
Pacific.

Mandarin teaching has
expanded nationwide
during the last decade, in

= il

A student reads a book in Chinese at Broadway
Elementary School in Venice, California. China’s
expanding world role has fuelled demand for
Mandarin language skills in the US. Pic: AFP

contrast to other foreign
languages which have
steadily decreased, shows
data compiled by the Center
for Applied Linguistics
(CAL).

“Mandarin is really
taking off ... Chinese was
one of the few languages
that increased, most
other language offerings
decreased, including
French, German, and
Japanese,” Nancy Rhodes
of Washington-based CAL
told AFP.

Beijing’s education
ministry is also helping,
by sending native-speaker
teachers effectively for free
to work in US schools.

“Schools are of course
experiencing huge budget
cuts, so the offer of free or
low cost native-speaker
teachers from China to
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teach language classes
really looks good,” said
Rhodes.

California has been
in the forefront, both
geographically and
historically, ever since
huge numbers of Chinese
workers helped build the
US railroad system. San
Francisco and Los Angeles
have the biggest Chinese
communities in the US after
New York.

Traditionally, families
with one or both parents from
Chinese backgrounds have
put children into Mandarin-
language schools to bolster
their cultural “heritage” or
ability to communicate with
grandparents back home.

But increasingly parents
cite economic and career-
prospect reasons for having
their offspring able to speak
Chinese.

“I wanted them to have
the opportunity to be able to
leave the US if they wished
to go and seek employment
somewhere else,” said Julie
Wang, an Australian who
came to the United States
when she was 25.

“I did that myself ... I
came out here. I think it’s a
great opportunity for them

to experience different
cultures, different ways of
life, not just the one that
they grew up in,” she added.

In the classroom at
Broadway, the linguistic
immersion is total. The
walls are plastered with
pictures and signs entirely
in Chinese, the text books
are in Mandarin, and the
teacher will not accept a
word of English.

While some children
have a Chinese parent or
grandparents, the eager
faces around the room
are from all backgrounds,
from African American and
white Caucasian to Latino
youngsters.

Many don’t speak a word
of Mandarin when they
arrive. “At the beginning it is
difficult,” said kindergarten
teacher Carol Chan, adding
at first she has to use a lot of
gestures, visual aids—and a
lot of games.

“I use a lot of pictures
and ... a lot of music. It
is difficult because they
don’t understand a word
I'm saying. But through
physical language and
gestures, they really catch
on. And they’re having fun
with me too!” — AFP
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France assets order

PARIS — France’s Social-
ist government said on
April 8 it had ordered
ministers to declare their
assets publicly within
days, as it seeks to limit
the damage from a tax
fraud scandal involving
former budget minister
Jerome Cahuzac

Prime Minister Jean-
Marc Ayrault announced
that ministers would have
until April 15 to publish
details of their assets as
part of a package of new fi-
nancial transparency mea-
sures.

Cahuzac  has been
charged with tax fraud af-
ter admitting to having an
undeclared foreign bank ac-
count.

Manning case ruling

Fort Meade, Maryland —
The US government must
prove that army private
Bradley Manning knowing-
ly helped al-Qaeda and oth-
er American foes by hand-
ing over secret documents
to WikiLeaks, a judge ruled
on April 10.

The order by Judge De-
nise Lind at a preliminary
hearing makes it more dif-
ficult to convict Manning
of “aiding the enemy,” the
most serious charge he fac-
es.

Manning has denied aid-
ing the enemy, which would
carry a life sentence.

Complaints dropped

CAIRO - Egyptian Presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi has
ordered the withdrawal of
complaints filed against
journalists for publishing
rumours about him, said
a statement posted on the
presidency’s Twitter ac-
count on April 10.

During his campaign for
the presidency last year,
Morsi committed himself
to guaranteeing media
freedoms, promising not to
“prevent anyone from writ-
ing”. — AFP

Church head
slams Morsi

over clashes

CAIRO - Egypt’s Pope
Tawadros II accused
President Mohamed Morsi
of “negligence” over his
response to deadly clashes
last week outside Cairo’s
Coptic cathedral, the worst
sectarian crisis since the
Islamist took power in
June.

Morsi telephoned
Tawadros after the violence
on April 7, which saw
crowds pelt mourners with
stones after they emerged
from a funeral service for
slain Copts.

Shocking television
images showed police
fire tear gas at St Mark’s
Cathedral — symbol of the
Coptic community, which
has long complained of
discrimination and been the
target of frequent attacks by
Muslims.

Morsi “promised to do
everything to protect the
cathedral but in reality we
don’t see this,” Tawadros
told the private ONTV
channel in a call-in on April
9.

When asked why,
Tawadros said he believed
“it comes under the category
of negligence and poor
assessment of events.”

Two people died in the
April 7 clashes, which
erupted after the funeral
service of four Christians
killed in a gunbattle with
Muslims in a town north of
Cairo in which one Muslim
also died.

Tawadros said the church
had never in its history
witnessed such an attack.

“This flagrant assault
on a national symbol, the
Egyptian church, has never
been subjected to this in
2000 years,” Tawadros said.

He called on authorities
to take a strong position
against such kinds of
attacks.
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“There has to be a clear
stance from the state...
because matters now have
crossed the limits of freedom
of expression and have
reached a level of chaos,”
he said.

After the attack, Morsi
said: “I consider any
attack on the cathedral
an attack against myself,”
and proposed to revive
the defunct Justice and
Equality Committee, which
was established to look at

Al i,

A distressed woman sits amid rubble in the southern Iranian town of Shanbeh on
April 9 after it was shattered by an earthquake measuring 6.3 on the Richter scale.
At least 37 people were killed and 800 hurt by the earthquake, state television
said. It quoted officials as saying a nuclear power plant at Bushehr, about 100
kilometres from the epicentre of the tremor, was not damaged. Pic: EPA

. X

promoting citizenship and
equality.

Tawadros said the
“committees and the groups,
we have had enough of
them. We want action and
not just words. Committees
are formed every day but
there is no work taking
place on the ground.”

Earlier, Hani Sobhi, a
young Copt, explained that
live television coverage of
the funeral service during
which Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood was booed
had been the spark for the
violence.

“Inside the cathedral we
chanted ‘Down with the
Brotherhood rule’ and that
was aired live on television.
At the exit, the people were
ready and waiting for us,”
he said. — AFP

crime.

Guerrero told AFP.

attack,” Guerrero added.

Two hundred attackers took part in
the raid on a UN convoy at Gumuruk in
the country’s troubled Jonglei state, UN
peacekeeping spokeswoman Josephine

“It was a deliberate and targeted

The civilians included two workers for
the UN mission in South Sudan and five
civilian contractors, the UN said.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and
the UN Security Council condemned the
attack in separate statements and called
on South Sudan’s government to “swiftly”

Attack on UN convoy kills 12

JUBA - Five Indian peacekeepers and
at least seven UN civilian workers were
killed on April 9 in an ambush in South
Sudan, officials said, in what the UN
secretary general says could be a war

bring the perpetrators to justice.

Ban “recalls that the killing of
peacekeepers is a war crime that falls
under the jurisdiction of the International
Criminal Court,” said his spokesman
Martin Nesirky.

Nine people were injured and Ban said
some are in “critical” condition.

The volatile eastern state of Jonglei
has been the scene of widespread ethnic
conflict since South Sudan became
independent in July 2011, with bloody
battles between rival tribes, including
the Dinka, Lou Nuer and Murle people.

An Indian soldier was shot and wounded
in Jonglei in March amid high tensions
about an imminent government crackdown
on rebels, while the army shot down a UN
helicopter in December by mistake, killing
all four Russians on board. — AFP
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Car bomb wreaks havoc in Syrian capital

DAMASCUS - A huge
suicide car bomb ripped
through the heart of
Damascus on April 8, killing
at least 15 people, as Syria
refused to allow in a UN
team to probe the alleged
use of chemical weapons in
protest at its broad mandate.

State media said 15 people
were killed and more than
50 wounded after the blast
which littered a central
street with dead bodies and
the carcasses of charred cars.

“Terrorists detonate car
bomb between Sabaa Bahrat
Square and Shahbander
Street,” the state broadcaster
reported, pointing to an
apparent suicide attack.

State television broadcast
scenes of devastation as huge
plumes of thick black smoke
billowed around buildings,
partly obscuring them.

The footage showed
bloodied bodies with limbs
askew and chunks of flesh
strewn on the streets, with
bystanders draping clothes
or cardboard boxes over
them.

Iraq quietly marks decade since

BAGHDAD - Iraq on April
9 quietly marked a decade
since US-led forces took
control of Baghdad, sealing
the ouster of Saddam
Hussein’s brutal regime.

Remembered the world
over for the iconic images
of Iraqis pulling down a
statue of Saddam in central
Baghdad’s Firdos Square —
helped in no small part by
an American military unit
— the fall of the capital is
a far more emotive day in
Iraq than the anniversary
of the invasion itself weeks
earlier.

The day the statue fell
on April 9, 2003, Saddam’s
vaunted army had largely
melted away and was seen as
defeated and demoralised.

But the sense of elation

The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said 15
civilians and four soldiers
were killed in the blast,
which also wounded more
than 60 other people. In
all, at least 71 people died
in violence throughout the
country on April 8, the
monitoring group said.

The attack near the
Syrian central bank was
not immediately claimed by
any group.

“We say to those behind
these attacks that the Syrian
people... will move forward to
crush these armed terrorist
gangs,” Prime Minister Wael
al-Halaqi said, speaking to
media at the scene.

On March 21, a huge
explosion ripped through a
Damascus mosque killing
at least 49 people, including
a key pro-regime Sunni
cleric. And a month earlier,
on February 21, at least 83
people were killed in a series
of bombings in the city.

The foreign ministry,
meanwhile, said that Syria
will not accept a chemical

day, at seeing a dictator who
had ruled for more than two
decades fall, was matched
by a feeling of bitterness
among others who felt their
country had been occupied
by a foreign power.

Those divisions in how
April 9 is seen within
Iraq have spurred the
government to eschew any
formal commemorations,
and unlike in previous
years, only the autonomous
northern Kurdistan region
marked the occasion with a
public holiday, rather than
the entire country.

“Despite all the problems
of the past decade, the
overwhelming majority
of Iraqis agree that we’re
better off today than
under Hussein’s brutal

— -

The scene of the deadly car bomb explosion which rocked central Damascus in front

of the Central Bank (right) on April 8. Pic: AFP

weapons team, as proposed
by UN chief Ban Ki-moon,
to probe the alleged use of
chemical weapons.

Minister Nuri al-Maliki
wrote in the Washington
Post.

“Iraqis will remain
grateful for the US role and
for the losses sustained
by military and civilian
personnel that contributed
in ending Hussein’s rule.
These losses pale by
comparison, of course, to
those sustained by the Iraqi
people.”

Though the war itself
was relatively brief —
six weeks after foreign
troops invaded, then US
president George W. Bush
infamously declared the
mission accomplished — its
aftermath was bloody and
fractious.

Caught between Shiite
militia groups and Sunni

Ban has “suggested a
supplementary mission
allowing the mission to
deploy throughout Syrian

coalition forces paid a
heavy price: some 4800
foreign troops died in Iraq,
more than 90 percent of
them American.

Iraqis suffered even more.

Britain-based
organisation Iraq Body
Count recently estimated at
least 112,000 Iraqi civilians
died in the decade after the
invasion, while thousands of
soldiers and policemen were
also killed.

And along with the
still-present violence, the
country continues to suffer
from near-constant political
crises typically attributed
to a stalled reconciliation
process.

Ministers appeared to
take a key step in that
process this month,

felt by many Iraqis that dictatorship,”

Prime

insurgents, US and

however, by unveiling
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territory, which is contrary
to the demand Syria made
to the United Nations,” a
ministry official said, cited

by state news agency SANA.

He said “Syria can not
accept such manoeuvres
on the part of the UN
secretariat general, bearing
in mind the negative role
that it played in Iraq and
which cleared the way to the
American invasion” of that
country in 2003.

Syria had specifically
requested “a neutral and
honest technical team to
visit the village of Khan
al-Assal” in the northern
province of Aleppo, the
official said.

Ban said earlier on April
8 that a UN inspection team
was in Cyprus and ready to
deploy to nearby Syria.

Syria asked for the
investigation into its
allegation that the opposition
had used chemical weapons
in Khan al-Assal on March
19. The rebels charge that it
was government forces that
deployed the munitions.

Syria’s conflict, now in
its third year, is believed
to have killed more than
70,000 people. — AFP

fall of Baghdad

sweeping reforms of laws
barring those with links
to Saddam’s regime from
participating in public life.

The draft amendments
to the De-Baathification
law, however, are likely to
face strong opposition in
parliament, which needs to
approve the proposals.

Last week’s anniversary
also came at a significant
political juncture in Iragq,
barely 10 days ahead of
provincial elections, the
country’s first polls since
US troops withdrew at the
end of 2011.

The credibility of the
vote has been drawn into
question as a result of still-
high bloodshed — a dozen
candidates have been killed
— and by a cabinet decision
for a partial postponement

that means only 12 of the
country’s 18 provinces will
go to the polls.

Though markedly less
powerful than in their 2006
and 2007 heyday, militant
groups —particularly al-
Qaeda front group the
Islamic State of Iraq — also
remain capable of mounting
mass-casualty attacks, and
often target Shiite Muslims
and the security forces in
a bid to destabilise the
country.

The violence is often
blamed on political disputes
between Maliki, a Shiite,
and many of his erstwhile
partners in Iraq’s unity
government, allowing
militants to exploit divisions
on the ground which give
them room to manoeuvre.

- AFP

Kenya’s new leader vows
to promote unity, growth

NAIROBI - Uhuru Kenyatta
pledged to be a president
for all Kenyans as he was
inaugurated as the East
African nation’s fourth
leader on April 9.

The 51-year-old son of
Kenya’s first president, Jomo
Kenyatta, told thousands
of people gathered at a
stadium in the capital that
his government will seek to
boost jobs and spur economic
growth to help foster peace
and unity.

Kenyatta takes office
while having to defend
himself against charges of
crimes against humanity
for allegedly fuelling ethnic
violence that marred
elections in 2007. He
is due to face trial at the
International Criminal
Court in The Hague in July.

Kenyatta took 50.07
percent of ballots cast on
March 4, enough to avoid a
runoff with outgoing Prime
Minister Raila Odinga, who
was defeated twice before, in

1997 and 2007. In the last
election, ethnic clashes led
to 1100 deaths.

The court charges “will
remain a key source of
uncertainty and could
disrupt government
functioning,” the London-
based Economist Intelligence
Unit said in a statement
on its website on April 9.
“Although the defendants
have promised to cooperate
with the court, the cases
will also complicate foreign
policy, as most Western
nations maintain a policy
of having only ‘essential’
contact with ICC suspects.”

In a speech at the
inauguration, President
Yoweri Museveni of
neighbouring Uganda
congratulated Kenyans
for “the rejection of
the blackmail by the
International Criminal
Court and those who seek
to abuse this institution for
their own agenda.”

— Bloomberg News
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Obama accuses Republican

of gun law debate ‘stunts’

HARTFORD, Connecticut
— President Barack Obama
accused Republicans last
week of stooping to political
stunts to block gun reform,
in a fervent appeal delivered
close to the site of the
Newtown school massacre.

At a critical moment for
hopes for sweeping action to
stem gun violence, Obama
travelled to Hartford,
Connecticut, not far from
Sandy Hook Elementary
School, where 20 children
and six adults were gunned
down in December.

In sharp, impassioned
remarks, he contrasted the
courage of parents whose
children were killed by a
deranged gunman with US
lawmakers he said feared
the wrath of the powerful
American gun lobby.

“Some folks in Washington
are already floating the idea
that they may use political
stunts to prevent votes on
any of these reforms,” Obama
told a raucous crowd on April
8 during his second gun
control rally in a week.

“They’re not just saying
they’ll vote no on ideas
that almost all Americans
support. They’re saying
they’ll do everything they
can to even prevent any votes
on these provisions.

“What’s more important
to you — our children or an A
grade from the gun lobby?”

As Congress returns from
a recess, some Republicans
have pledged to use Senate
filibuster tactics to prevent
a gun reform bill likely to
be placed before lawmakers
in the coming weeks from
coming to a final vote.

They say a package
prepared by Democratic
Senate Majority leader

Shooting sprees in the US Deadliest incidents in the last two decades

Tolls include shooters
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Harry Reid would infringe
the constitutional right to
bear arms.

Obama has been delivered
increasingly emotive calls for
action — surrounded by gun
violence victims and police
officers to build pressure on
Republicans to relent.

The president contrasted
the bravery of Nicole Hockley,
mother of 6-year-old Dylan
who was killed at Sandy
Hook, who has become a vocal
campaigner for gun control
with the behaviour of his
political foes in Washington.

“If Nicole can summon the
courage to do that — how can
the rest of us do any less?”
Obama asked the crowd of
about 3000 people.

Obama said the day of the
Sandy Hook massacre was
the worst of his presidency.

“I got to tell you, if we don’t

respond to this, that'll be a
tough day for me too, because
we've got to expect more from
ourselves and we’ve got to
expect more from Congress.

“We've got to believe that,
you know, well, every once
in a while, we set politics
aside and we just do what’s
right.”

Joining Obama on Air
Force One later to head back
to Washington to begin an
intense lobbying effort were
12 family members of victims
of the Newtown shootings.

The president pledged to
use all the power of his office
to enact measures to stem
violence after December’s
killings, but as their memory
has faded, the tricky politics
of Washington has chipped
away at his reform package.

His calls for a revived
ban on assault weapons

and limits on high capacity
magazines appear unlikely
to pass Congress and doubt
clouds the prospects of
another plan — for expanded
background checks for gun
owners.

Republican Senator Mike
Lee said Monday that 13
senators have signed a letter
objecting to Reid’s legislation
and threatening to filibuster
it.

“The proposals serve
primarily to limit the rights
of law-abiding citizens, while
doing little, if anything, to
reduce violent crimes,” Lee
said.

Obama also has problems
from some Democratic
senators hailing from
conservative or rural states
—who have testing re-election
races in 2014 and are wary of
more gun control. — AFP

S US Defence Secretary

calls for changes in
military justice system

WASHINGTON - Defence
Secretary Chuck Hagel said
last week US commanders
should be barred from
overturning criminal
convictions, in the wake of
anger over a quashed guilty
verdict in a sexual assault
case.

Under Hagel’s proposal,
which would have to be
approved by lawmakers,
commanders would still
have the power to alter
sentences handed down in
court martial cases, defence
officials said.

“These changes, if enacted
by Congress, would help
ensure that our military
justice system works fairly,
ensures due process, and is
accountable,” Hagel said in
a statement on April 8.

The move comes amid
mounting concern over
sexual assault in the
armed forces and outrage
in Congress over the case of
Lieutenant Colonel James
Wilkerson, whose conviction
for aggravated sexual
assault was overturned
by Air Force Lieutenant
General Craig Franklin.

The case prompted Hagel
to order a review of the
military’s judicial code,
which grants wide-ranging
powers to commanding
officers who can throw out
the findings of juries and
judges without explanation.

The military code’s
provisions, which date
to the founding of the
United States, had become
outdated as troops that face
criminal charges now have
access to a “robust” appeals
process and professional
legal counsel, officials said.

“It became clear that
the world had changed,”

a senior defence official,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity, told reporters.

But the proposal was
unlikely to satisfy some
lawmakers and advocates
for victims of sexual
assault, as commanders
will still have unquestioned
authority to drastically
reduce a sentence.

Defence officials said
part of the rationale for
permitting commanders to
retain the power to alter
sentences was to allow for
plea bargain agreements,
which are presided over by
commanders.

The Pentagon’s proposal
also would require
commanders to explain in
writing any changes made
to court-martial sentences.

Under Hagel’s proposed
changes, commanders
would have the power
to reverse a verdict only
in cases involving minor
offences.

Officials said verdicts are
rarely reversed under the
current system, with only
about one percent of court
martial convictions tossed
out by commanders.

In the Wilkerson case,
Hagel had asked the Air
Force to examine whether
the military code was
correctly applied. Officials
said on April 8 that a review
showed the commanding
general’s decision was in
keeping with the military’s
legal code.

In his statement,
Hagel said the Defence
Department “still has much
more work to do to fully
address the problem of
sexual assault in the ranks.

“This crime is damaging
this institution.” — AFP
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Big French force targets
Islamists’ base in Mali

GAO, Mali — A French force of 1000
soldiers was early last week sweeping
a valley thought to be a logistics base
for al-Qaeda-linked Islamists near the
Malian city of Gao, an AFP journalist
accompanying the mission said.

Operation Gustav, one of France’s
largest actions since its intervention
in its former colony, involves dozens
of tanks, helicopters and aircraft, said
General Bernard Barrera, commander
of the French land forces in Mali.

“We surrounded the valley north
of Gao, which we believe serves as a
logistics base for jihadist groups, and
we began to search methodically,”
Barrera, who is based in Gao, the
largest settlement in northeastern
Mali, said on April 8.

The city, 1200 kilometres (750
miles) from the capital Bamako, was
a stronghold of the Movement for
Oneness and Jihad in West Africa
(MUJAO), one of the Islamist militias
which occupied the north until French-
led forces dislodged them in January.

It suffered the first suicide bombings
in Mali’s history in February and
has been the scene of deadly clashes
between French-Malian forces and
jihadists during the previous two
weeks.

No Islamist fighters were
encountered on the first day of
Operation Gustav, launched at dawn
on April 7, but troops said they
neutralised about 340 artillery shells
and high-calibre rockets and destroyed
a Toyota pick-up truck.

Ethnic Tuareg rebels seized the
country’s vast arid north in the chaos
following a coup in Bamako on March
2012 before losing control to well-
armed Islamists.

A French-led intervention quickly
drove insurgents from most of their
northern strongholds, but significant

French soldiers about 105 kilometres north of the Malian city of Gao on
April 8 following the launch of an offensive against a suspected logistics
base of Islamists. Pic: AFP

pockets of resistance remain in Gao,
as well as in the fabled desert city of
Timbuktu.

“We have defeated the jihadist
groups further north in the Ifoghas
(mountains). There are none there
anymore,” Barrera told reporters.

“We are now operating in north-
central Mali, to break the enemy by
denying it time to reorganise.”

Listening to audio recordings,
flying observation missions and
cross-checking with information from
witnesses, French intelligence officials
have concluded that the forested
“wadi”, or dry river basin, would
be perfect for concealing weapons
stockpiles.

The fighters themselves, whom
France believes were present just days

earlier, may have moved to another
valley, under cover of a sandstorm that
raged the previous two days.

Colonel Bruno Bert, who is
commanding the mission, warned
against complacency.

“Many times these guys have
hidden themselves for hours just a
few metres away from us, and then
suddenly stood up and opened fire,”
he said.

“This isn’t over. This valley is big,
with many secondary wadis. We will
take however long we need to complete
the search.”

France is to start withdrawing its
4000 troops from Mali at the end of
April and plans to leave a “support
force” of 1000 soldiers after elections
promised for July. — AFP
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Matchbooks, posters
aid US hunt for the

world’s most wanted

WASHINGTON - From the
unruly areas of Pakistan
to Philippine jungles and
the deserts of Iraq, simple
matchbooks and posters
are proving an effective
US tool in the hunt for the
world’s most wanted men.

Since its launch in
1984, the Rewards for
Justice program run by
the Diplomatic Security
bureau of the State
Department has paid out
US$125 million in rewards
to 80 people for information
leading to the capture of
terrorists.

Pictures of the wanted
men are printed on posters,
matchbooks and pens
with messages in local
languages and dialects
asking for information and
providing instructions on
how to hand over tip-offs
or ring a hotline.

More modern methods to
pass the message are also
used, such as Twitter and
Facebook feeds, a dedicated
website, and mobile phone
alerts.

Top of the program’s
wanted list is al-Qaeda
leader Ayman al-Zawabhiri,
with a reward of up to $25
million for information
leading to his capture.

The Egyptian doctor, who
took over as al-Qaeda leader
after US commandos shot
dead Osama Bin Laden
in May 2011, has been
indicted for his role in the
1998 twin bombings of US
embassies in Nairobi and
Dar es Salaam.

He is one of 53 people

Ayman al-Zawahiri, who
tops the US list of wanted
terror suspects, at an
undisclosed location in
Afghanistan on November
8, 2001. Pic: EPA/Ausaf
newspaper

Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, the
1993 bomber of the World
Trade Center, was caught
after someone picked up
a matchbook bearing his
picture in Pakistan and
tipped off the US embassy
in Islamabad.

Yousef, the nephew of
the self-confessed architect
of the September 11, 2001
attacks Khalid Sheikh
Mohammed, was arrested
by Pakistani forces in 1995
and extradited to the US.
He was tried and sentenced
to two life sentences.

“This program is fairly
simple, it’s fairly elegant, it
saves lives,” said Rice. “All
we are trying to do is give
people an outlet, because
people intrinsically often
just want to help.

“We’re giving them the
ability in a safe, very
secure manner to provide
us information so we can

who the get these
Unite.d ‘ . L people
States is  4Pagple intrinsically cff the
seeking streets.

to bring often just want to help.” =

before the

stressed

courts for
terror attacks and who now
have a price on their heads.

“The genesis of this
program actually came
about as a result of the
bombings of our embassy
in Kuwait and bombings
of our facilities in Beirut,”
Acting Assistant Director
for Diplomatic Security
Kurt Rice told AFP.

“The government after
that decided we have to look
for another tool to try and
get information and bring
these people to justice.”

Last month Alabama-born
Omar Hamami, dubbed the
rapping jihadist, became
one of five Americans on
the list, wanted for ties to
the al-Qaeda linked Shebab
insurgents evading capture
in Somalia.

Despite the dangers, the
rewards can be tantalisingly
huge in impoverished
countries.

One informant earned
$30 million for leading the
US to Uday and Qusay
Hussein, the sons of late
Iraqi dictator Saddam
Hussein.

Thanks to the tip-off, the
two were tracked down in
July 2003 by a secretive
special operations task force
sent in to capture them in
northern Mosul. A four-hour
firefight ensued, in which
both men were killed.

t h at
confidentiality is key to
protecting the identities
of the informants. “We’ve
given this money out, and
that obviously makes them
a target wherever they are
in the world,” he said.

The size of the reward
depends on how critical
the information is to the
wanted person’s capture.

A group of Filipinos
in 2007 shared in a $5
million reward for helping
to find one of the high-
ranking leaders of the
Islamic Abu Sayyaf,
Khadaffy Janjalani, and
then identify his body after
he was killed in a shoot-out
with Philippine forces.

While the Diplomatic
Security bureau cannot
provide physical protection
for informants, it has
helped relocate some
people to safer places,
including to the United
States.

Since 2001, the
program has also focused
on prevention as well
as tracking down those
already accused of terrorist
acts.

“We would rather save
lives than solve crimes. Of
course solving the crimes
is critical to us, but if we
can stop, if we can prevent
that’s fantastic,” Rice said.

- AFP
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Tributes, criticism for the ‘Iron Lady’

LONDON - Former prime
minister Margaret Thatcher,
the controversial “Iron Lady”
who dominated a generation
of British politics and won
international acclaim for
helping to end the Cold War,
has died after a stroke. She
was 87.

World leaders on April
8 paid tribute to Britain’s
only woman premier, whose
polarising 11 years in office
saw her take on trade
unions, go to war in the
Falklands and wield her
signature handbag against
the European Union.

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
1T said she was saddened by
Thatcher’s death as Prime
Minister David Cameron
recalled parliament for a
special tribute session, while
mining union leaders and
Irish republicans said she
left a disastrous legacy.

“Today we lost a great
leader, a great prime
minister and a great Briton.
Margaret Thatcher didn’t
just lead our country — she
saved our country,” said a
sombre Cameron, who cut
short a trip to European
capitals and flew back to
London after the news of her
death broke.

Her spokesman Lord Tim
Bell said on April 8 she had
“died peacefully following a
stroke this morning.” She
was staying at the Ritz Hotel
in London when she died, he
added.

Red white and blue Union
flags flew at half mast over
Buckingham Palace, the
Houses of Parliament and the
prime minister’s Downing
Street official residence,
while mourners left flowers
outside Thatcher’s house.

Britain announced plans
for a ceremonial funeral
this week of the kind given
to Princess Diana, although
it is a step short of a full
state funeral accorded to
monarchs and World War II
premier Winston Churchill.

Wearing a black tie in a
sign of mourning, Cameron
said in a speech outside
Downing Street that “we
can’t deny that Margaret
Thatcher divided opinion”,
but hailed her “lion-hearted
love of this country.”

The former Conservative
Party leader was the 20th

The Thatcher years (1979-1990)

In power for 11 years, 6 months and 24 days, Margaret Thatcher enshrined the political conservatism and triumphant economic

liberalism of the 1980s
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On May 3, 1979
she became the

minister in the
history of the UK elected an MP
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century’s longest continuous
occupant of Downing Street,
from 1979 to 1990.

Right-wingers hailed
Thatcher as having hauled
Britain out of the economic
doldrums but the left accused
her of dismantling traditional
industry and destroying the
fabric of society.

The once formidable
Thatcher suffered from
dementia in recent years
— her illness becoming the

with US president Ronald
Reagan which helped
bring the curtain down on
Soviet Communism. She
also fiercely opposed closer
political ties with Europe.
President Barack Obama
said the United States had
lost a “true friend”, and
Russian leader Vladimir
Putin hailed her as a
“prilliant political figure”.
Former Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev, whose

Two former US presidents
also remembered the
legendary British premier,
with George H. W. Bush
saying she was “a leader
of rare character” and Bill
Clinton hailing her as an
“iconic stateswoman” who
lived a “remarkable life”.

Pope Francis praised
Thatcher’s “promotion of
freedom” and said he was
“saddened” by her passing.

Britain’s 86-year-old

night before the funeral and
will be taken through the
streets on a gun carriage to
the cathedral.

British newspapers
reported that the former
premier had herself
requested not to receive a
state funeral, knowing that
it would prove divisive.

Reaction to her death was
mixed in Britain.

“It’s a crying shame, she’s
a good woman,” said law firm

éToday we lost a great leader, a great prime minister and a great Briton.?

subject of a film starring
Meryl Streep, who hailed
her on April 8 as a “pioneer
for women”.

Thatcher was told
by doctors to quit public
speaking a decade ago after
a series of minor strokes.
She was last in hospital
in December for a minor
operation to remove a growth
from her bladder.

On the world stage,
Thatcher in the 1980s built
a close “special relationship”

good relations with Thatcher
played a part in ending the
Cold War, said she would
live on in “memory and in
history”, while Helmut Kohl,
the father of Germany’s 1990
reunification, praised her
“love of freedom”.

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel called Thatcher an
“extraordinary leader”, and
French President Francois
Hollande declared she had
left a “profound mark” on
Britain.

Bitter memories in Argentina

BUENOS AIRES -
Argentines offered bitter
reflections on Margaret
Thatcher on April 8,
portraying the late former
British prime minister as a
warmonger who prolonged
the Falkands War for
political ends.

Several Argentine
veterans of the 1982 conflict
that provided Thatcher with
one of her career’s defining
chapters reacted with delight
at news of her death from a
stroke in London.

“God bless the day that
that terrible woman has
died,” said Domenico
Gruscomagno, 71. “She was
an odious person. In order
to win elections in Great
Britain, she waged war.”

Mario Volpe, leader of the
Malvinas (Falklands) War

Veterans Center, accused
Thatcher of ignoring an
opportunity to broker a
peace deal with Argentina’s
military junta before her
infamous decision to approve
a strike on the Belgrano
battleship at the height of
the conflict.

“Let’s say that she will not
be remembered as someone
who contributed anything to
peace,” said Volpe.

The sinking of the
Belgrano in 1982 came as the
Organisation of American
States had tabled a peace
plan. The strike claimed
the lives of 323 Argentine
sailors, almost half the 649
Argentine fatalities in the
74-day war. The British toll
from the conflict was 255.

For Volpe, the veteran
who came home with a

punctured lung and serious
shoulder injury, “by deciding
to continue the conflict by
sinking the Belgrano (May
2, 1982), Thatcher put
herself on the same level as
(Argentine military dictator
Leopoldo) Galtieri.”

“She was an aggressive,
Iron Lady,” said engineer
Rene Miranda, 69. But
“Galtieri waged a very unfair
war as well because he sent
our boys to war when they
did not even know how to
use a rifle, and the military
higher-ups put them out
front” to die.

London has held the
Falklands since 1833 but
Buenos Aires says this
is an occupation and the
British residents are colonial
implants with no right to
self-determination. - AFP

queen, who shared weekly
chats with Thatcher during
her time in power, was “sad
to hear the news of the death
of Baroness Thatcher,”
Buckingham Palace said.

Thatcher will receive a
ceremonial funeral with
military honours at St Paul’s
Cathedral in central London
this week, although the date
has not been confirmed,
Downing Street said.

Her coffin will rest in the
Houses of Parliament the

employee Alan Whiteford in
London.

But the coal miners’ union
defeated by Thatcher in
the 1984-1985 strike issued
a statement saying “good
riddance”.

In the south London
neighbourhood of Brixton,
sworn enemies of the former
Iron Lady held a street party
to celebrate the news.

Holding placards saying
“Rejoice — Thatcher is dead”,
about 200 people gathered in

the neighbourhood, a hotspot
of alternative culture, and
toasted her passing by
drinking and dancing to
hip-hop and reggae songs
blaring from sound systems.

“We’ve got the bunting
out at home,” said Clare
Truscott, a woman in her
50s wearing a sparkly beret
and holding a homemade
sign reading “Ding dong, the
witch is dead”.

“I'm from the north, where
there were no jobs, where
the industry was rapidly
disappearing, and her
policies ensured it went more
quickly.”

Thatcher was born
Margaret Hilda Roberts
on October 13, 1925 in the
market town of Grantham,
eastern England, the
daughter of a grocer.

After grammar school
and a degree in chemistry
at Oxford University, she
married businessman Denis
Thatcher in 1951 — who died
in 2003 — and became the
mother of twins, Carol and
Mark, in 1953.

She was first elected to the
House of Commons in 1959
and succeeded former prime
minister Edward Heath as
opposition Conservative
leader in 1975 before
becoming premier four years
later.

Her enduring legacy can be
summed up as “Thatcherism”
— a set of policies which
supporters say promoted
personal freedom and broke
down the class divisions
that had riven Britain for
centuries.

Pushing her policies
through pitched Thatcher’s
government into a string of
tough battles, while she also
had to deal with unexpected
setbacks.

When Argentina invaded
the remote British territory
of the Falkland Islands in
1982, Thatcher dispatched
troops and ships, securing
victory in two months.

In 1984 Thatcher survived
an Irish Republican Army
bombing at a hotel in
Brighton.

Gerry Adams, leader of
the Sinn Fein republican
party, said she had played
a “shameful role” in the
troubles in Northern Ireland.

- AFP

Praise from the Chinese media

BEIJING - Margaret
Thatcher was an
“outstanding” leader who
wisely compromised over
Hong Kong’s future, Chinese
state media said on April 9,
although reactions to her
death in the territory itself
were mixed.

During her time in power
the key issue between
London and Beijing was the
future of the then-British
colony in southern China,
where Britain’s lease on
the New Territories area of
Hong Kong was to expire
in 1997.

The signing of the Joint
Declaration between Britain
and China in 1984 which
began the handover process
was recognised as a key
concession she made to
Beijing, the state-run Global
Times said in an editorial.

“We can say that she made
her biggest compromise as
prime minister in this issue,”
it said.

The editorial added:
“The complicated political
environment in which she
held her role, a golden era
for politicians, made her
outstanding.”

In Hong Kong itself,
liberals who led a long fight
to entrench a semblance
of democracy before the
handover expressed
ambivalence about
Thatcher’s legacy.

“I didn’t think she had
done the best to protect
Hongkongers’ interests
during Sino-British
talks,” Democratic Party
chairwoman Emily Lau said.

“One couldn’t help getting
angry. Britain had ruled
Hong Kong for more than

100 years, but it did not give
democracy to Hong Kong
even when it was planning
to hand it over to China,”
she told the South China
Morning Post.

Others said Thatcher had
done the best she could for
Hong Kong.

Former lawmaker Selina
Chow, who was present at the
signing of the Sino-British
Joint Declaration, told The
Standard newspaper that
Thatcher “strived to find a
balance for both Britain’s
and Hong Kong’s interests”.

Former Hong Kong
government number two
Anson Chan, a respected
figure who supports
universal suffrage, said
Thatcher “laid a solid
foundation” for the territory’s
continuing prosperity.
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‘New challenges’ threaten Asia: Xi Briefs

BOAO, China — Chinese
President Xi Jinping said
last week that Asia faced
“new challenges” to its
stability and warned no
one should be allowed to
throw the region into chaos
as tensions mounted over
North Korea.

Xi, delivering a speech
at an annual international
forum on the southern
Chinese island of Hainan
on April 7, did not mention
the crisis on the Korean
Peninsula or China’s
territorial disputes with
Japan and Southeast Asian
nations.

But he said there should
be no tolerance for those
who foster “chaos for selfish
gains” and reiterated that
China would “firmly”
uphold its “sovereignty”
and “territorial integrity”.

Tensions have soared in
recent weeks with North
Korea threatening nuclear
war after the United
Nations imposed fresh
sanctions over its latest
atomic test and the US and
South Korea launched joint
war games.

“We need to make
concerted efforts to resolve

major difficulties to ensure
stability in Asia,” Xi said.

“Stability in Asia now faces
new challenges as hot spot
issues keep emerging and
both traditional and non-
traditional security threats
exist,” he added.

China has traditionally
been North Korea’s closest
political ally since they
fought together in the 1950-
1953 Korean War and is
Pyongyang’s biggest trading
partner.

Speaking more broadly, Xi
called on the international
community to push for a
“vision of comprehensive
security, common security
and cooperative security”.

Xi said that was necessary
so the world could become
a stage for the pursuit of
“common development”,
as opposed to one “where
gladiators fight each other”.

“And no one should be
allowed to throw a region,
even the whole world, into
chaos for selfish gains,” he
added.

Australian Prime Minister
Julia Gillard echoed Xi,
saying “all countries in the
region share a deep interest
in strategic stability”.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping at a meeting with
entrepreneurs at the Boao Forum for Asia on April 8.

But Gillard, who has been
critical of Pyongyang, singled
out North Korea, saying the
Korean Peninsula situation
illustrated the potential
consequences of conflict.

“There, any aggression is
a threat to the interests of
every country in the region,”
she said in her speech, hailing
“the growing cooperation of
all regional governments
to prevent conflict on the
Korean Peninsula and

to counter North Korean
aggression”.

Alexander Downer, a
former Australian foreign
minister who listened to the
speeches, said it was not
surprising that Xi did not
mention North Korea by
name as it was not something
a Chinese president would
do.

“I thought he was alluding
to it,” Downer added. “And I
think in a very clever way,

Former Chinese minister
charged with corruption

BEIJING - Prosecutors
charged China’s former
railways minister Liu Zhijun
with bribery and abuse of
power on April 10 state media
said, after scandals involving
hundreds of millions of yuan.

State-run Xinhua news
agency said the charges were
filed at the Beijing No. 2
Intermediate People’s Court,
which has “accepted the case
and will set a trial date”.

State media have
previously reported that
Liu, who was appointed in
2003 and sacked in 2011,
faced investigation for
allegedly taking payouts
while handing out contracts
for the rapid expansion of
China’s high-speed railway
system.

He was expelled from the

as paving the way for a
trial over what state media
have previously reported
was alleged bribe-taking of
800 million yuan (US$129
million).

Expulsion from the party
typically precedes a court
trial.

The Xinhua report did not
include any figure, but cited
the indictment as saying
the circumstances were
“especially serious”.

The indictment accuses
Liu of taking advantage of
his position as a government
official to accept what Xinhua
characterised as “financial
incentives from others, which
were of a huge amount”.

Under Chinese criminal
law, the death penalty can
be imposed for taking bribes

ruling Communist Party exceeding 100,000 yuan.
in November, a move seen - AFP
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which was very reassuring
to people.”

It was Xi’s first attendance
at the Boao Forum for Asia
since becoming China’s
president last month. He
took over as head of the
ruling Communist Party in
November and now holds the
country’s two most powerful
positions.

In an apparent reference
to territorial disputes, Xi
said while China would
“properly handle differences
and frictions with relevant
countries”, it would continue
to press its claims.

“On the basis of firmly
upholding its sovereignty,
security and territorial
integrity, China will
maintain good relations with
its neighbours and overall
peace and stability in our
region,” he said.

Beijing and Tokyo are at
odds over small, uninhabited
islands in the East China Sea
administered by Japan but
also claimed by China.

China is also engaged in
disputes with some Southeast
Asian countries including the
Philippines and Vietnam
over islands and reefs in the
South China Sea. — AFP

Poultry cull

ordered

in Nanjing
SHANGHALI — Residents of
the eastern Chinese city of
Nanjing have been ordered
to cull all their poultry
as authorities stepped up
attempts to halt the spread
of the deadly H7N9 bird
flu, state media reported
on April 11.

Thousands of birds
and livestock were to be
slaughtered by midnight
on April 16, the China
Daily said.

The number of cases of
the H7N9 strain of avian
influenza rose to 33 on
April 10, with nine deaths
since China announced
more than a week earlier
that it had been found in
humans for the first time.

Residents who did not
comply with the regulation
in Nanjing would fined
up to 50 yuan (US$8), the
China Daily said.

It added that local
officials offered help to
kill birds and animals and
said more than 2000 were
available for the task.

The newspaper also
indirectly quoted an
agricultural official in
Beijing saying that the
measure “goes too far and
could cause panic”.

Shanghai has culled more
than 111,000 birds, banned
trading in live poultry and
shut markets in a bid to
curb the outbreak.

Nanjing and the city of
Suzhou followed suit with
bans on live poultry trade,
while Hangzhou culled
poultry after discovering
infected quail.

In China poultry is often
bought live from markets
and taken home before
being slaughtered, cooked
and eaten. — AFP

Thai insurgents
kill two soldiers

PATTANI - Two soldiers
were killed and six secu-
rity officers wounded as in-
surgents mounted dozens
of coordinated bombing,
shooting and arson attacks
in Thailand’s deep south,
police said on April 11.

Government offices, mo-
bile phone masts and con-
venience stores were among
the targets of 32 attacks
on the evening of April 10
in eight districts of Pat-
tani province in the restive
region near the Malaysian
border.

Police said the casual-
ties were all from a single
ambush, with a car bomb
aimed at security personnel
responding to a shooting.

Indonesians protest
against intolerance

JAKARTA - About 200
Christian, Muslim Shiite
and Ahmadiyah leaders
protested in the Indonesian
capital Jakarta on April 8
against growing religious
intolerance in the Sunni
Muslim-majority country.

The rally of minority
groups followed the demoli-
tion of a church and the clo-
sure of an Ahmadi mosque,
both in Bekasi, east of Ja-
karta, in recent weeks af-
ter pressure from Muslim
hardliners.

“Aren’t we all Indone-
sians, why are we treated
like the hated stepson?”
said Guido Suprapto, a pas-
tor from the Bishops’ Con-
ference of Indonesia.

Boat people reach
Australian mainland

SYDNEY - Australia or-
dered an investigation
on April 10 into how an
asylum-seeker boat man-
aged to reach one of the
country’s busiest ports un-
detected.

The rickety vessel car-
rying 66 Sri Lankans
reached Geraldton in West-
ern Australia and was the
first such boat to reach the
mainland in five years.

Australia has in recent
months flown home hun-
dreds of Sri Lankans who
failed to meet refugee re-
quirements.

Normal monsoon
forecast in India

NEW DELHI - India’s
monsoon, vital to hundreds
of millions of farmers, will
likely be normal this year,
a report said on April 8.

“So far, there is no worry
signal,” D. Sivananda Pai,
head of long-range monsoon
forecasting at India’s Mete-
orological Department, told
Dow Jones News Wires.

The weather official’s
comments came the same
day as the deputy state
chief minister of drought-
hit Maharashtra state, Ajit
Pawar, apologised for sug-
gesting “urinating” in dams
could raise their water lev-
els. —AFP



31

THE MYANMAR TIMES

Asia

April 15 - 21, 2013

Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak launches the ruling National Front coalition’s election manifesto in Kuala
Lumpur on April 6. Pic: EPA

Hotly awaited election in
Malaysia set for May 5

KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia last
week announced a general election
for May 5, setting a long-awaited date
for polls tipped to be its closest as the
long-ruling government seeks to hold
off a surging opposition.

Speaking a week after Prime
Minister Najib Razak dissolved
parliament, Election Commission
chairman Aziz Yusof said on April 10
the two-week official campaign period
would kick off on April 20.

The United Malays National
Organisation (UMNO), which has
controlled Malaysia through

told AFP after the polling date was
announced.

But the opposition has won support
with pledges of clean, transparent
governance and respect for civil liberties,
enjoying unprecedented freedom to
get its message past state-controlled
mainstream media via the Internet.

The three-party opposition surged
to its best showing in the 2008 vote,
shattering the ruling regime’s decades-
old aura of invincibility.

Speculation over a date for fresh
polls has been at fever pitch in the past

power struggle between the two men
that left Malaysian politics deeply
polarised.

“For Pakatan Rakyat it is the
best possible chance to offer a viable
alternative for democracy and a more
responsible government. I think the
chances of winning are very good,”
Anwar told AFP.

With a tight contest forecast, both
sides have competed to lure voters
with a range of electoral promises,
stoking debt fears.

Najib upped the ante on April 7,

pledging more cash for the

coalition governments since
independence in 1957, faces
a formidable opposition that
promises to end corruption,
cronyism and authoritarian

The ruling National Front coalition

faces the fight of its life.

poor and other handouts.
Pakatan has promised
free primary-to-university
education, policies to boost
incomes, and other measures.

rule.

Under UMNO, multi-ethnic
Malaysia became a regional economic
success story while enjoying relative
harmony between majority ethnic
Malays and its sizeable minorities.

Najib hopes to extend the
government’s unbeaten run in the polls
by focusing on his steady economic
stewardship and a torrent of cash
handouts and other sweeteners to
the public.

“This election is a choice between
sticking with a competent, reform-
minded government and risking our
prosperity on a fractious, inexperienced
opposition,” a spokesman for Najib

two years but Najib set the stage on
April 3 by dissolving parliament ahead
of its expiry at the end of the month.

The UMNO-controlled Barisan
Nasional (National Front) coalition
had romped to victory in every election
before 2008, when it lost its powerful
two-thirds majority.

It faces the fight of its life against
the Pakatan Rakyat (People’s Pact)
opposition led by Anwar Ibrahim.

The charismatic Anwar was
handpicked by authoritarian former
leader Mahathir Mohamad as heir
to UMNO but was ousted from
government in 1998 and jailed in a

The opposition and electoral
reform advocates complain the contest
is not free and fair due to a system
skewed in the government’s favour,
and have warned of outright fraud,
alleging widespread irregularities in
voter rolls.

But the government rejects the
charges, citing recent reforms such
as the introduction of indelible ink to
prevent multiple voting and EC chief
Aziz said anti-corruption authorities
would monitor polling.

Barisan holds 135 of parliament’s
222 seats and nine of Malaysia’s 13
states, while the opposition has 75
seats and control of four states. — AFP

VN official gets jail
in land rights case

HANOI - A Vietnamese
local government official
was jailed for two and
a half years on April 10
for the destruction of the
home of a farmer who
became a national hero
for resisting eviction, state
media said.

Doan Van Vuon become
a symbol of rising public
dissatisfaction over land
rights after arming his
family with homemade
shotguns in an attempt to
keep their fish farm east
of Hanoi.

The rare act of defiance
by the 50-year-old former
soldier left seven policemen
injured, but triggered a
nationwide outpouring
of support, with even
Prime Minister Nguyen
Tan Dung branding the
eviction “illegal”.

Nguyen Van Khanh,
who was deputy chairman
of the district where the
incident happened, was
given 30 months in jail for
destruction of property,
the Nguoi Lao Dong
newspaper reported on its
website.

Vuon was given an
unexpectedly lenient
sentence of five years
on April 5 for attempted

murder, after prosecutors
admitted the eviction had
been illegal and that local
authorities had acted
improperly.

Three relatives were
sentenced to between two
and five years.

Khanh is widely seen
as a scapegoat and not
the mastermind of the
eviction. Vuon himself
asked the court to give
Khanh a lenient sentence
when he appeared in court
last week as a witness.

Four other officials,
including Khanh’s boss,
were given suspended
sentences of between 15
and 24 months, despite
Vuon’s plea for the court
to give them tougher
sentences.

Land is a divisive issue
in communist Vietnam,
where it is wholly owned
by the state and rights of
use are not always clear or
protected.

Local officials can
reclaim land for vaguely
defined “public interest”,
which experts say leads
to widespread corruption.
More than 70 percent of
all complaints lodged with
authorities nationwide
concern land. — AFP

Pakistan court adjourns
Musharraf’s hearing

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan’s
top court on April 9 granted
former dictator Pervez
Musharraf a breathing
space in his battle against
treason allegations dating
to his time in power.

Lawyers are petitioning
the Supreme Court to
have the retired general
put on trial for treason for
subverting the constitution
during his 1999-2008 rule.

Musharraf, 69, returned
to Pakistan last month from
four years of self-imposed
exile to stand in the May 11
general election, which will
mark the first democratic
transition of power in the
country’s troubled 66-year
history.

Judge Jawad Khawaja
adjourned the treason
hearing to April 15 to give
Musharraf’s lawyers time
to prepare a response,
rejecting their plea to put
the matter off until after the
election to allow him time to
campaign.

“The cases are very simple
in nature and the matter

that needs to be looked at
is straightforward enough,”
the judge said.

Musharraf has been
approved to stand as a
candidate in the remote
northern area of Chitral,
although a lawyer has
vowed to contest that
decision. He had been
rejected in three other
seats.

Musharraf has said
he came home to “save”
nuclear-armed Pakistan,
which is afflicted by an
economic malaise and near-
daily attacks by the Taliban
and other militants.

But the retired
general has had a muted
homecoming and in addition
to the treason allegations
faces a host of other legal
challenges.

He has been bailed over
the 2007 killing of former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto and a Baluch
rebel leader in 2006, and
for sacking and arresting
judges during emergency
rule in 2007. - AFP

Thatcher made racist comments, recalls Australian FM

SYDNEY - Australian
Foreign Minister Bob Carr
says late British leader
Margaret Thatcher made
“unabashedly racist”
comments, recalling what
she allegedly said to him
about Asian immigration
after she left office.

Carr said the conservative
“Iron Lady”, who died in
London on April 8, had told
him Australia could end up
like Fiji “where the Indian
migrants have taken over”.

While Labor stalwart
Carr, who has a Malaysian-

born wife, said he respected
Thatcher for the boldness of
her political leadership, “on
100 other things I would
pick arguments with her”.

“I recall one conversation
I had with her in her
retirement where she
said something that was
unabashedly racist,” he told
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation television from
China on April 9.

“She warned Australia —
talking to me with Helena
(his wife) standing not
far away — against Asian

immigration, saying that if
we allowed too much of it
we’d see the natives of the
land, the European settlers,
overtaken by migrants,” he
added.

Carr said: “I couldn’t
believe it.

“It reminded me that
despite, yes, her greatness
on those big questions, the
role of the state, the evil
nature of the communist
totalitarianism, there was
an old-fashioned quality
to her that was entirely
out of touch and probably

explained why her party
removed her in the early
90s.”

Carr, a former premier
of New South Wales state,
said Thatcher used the
Pacific island nation of Fiji
to illustrate her point.

“I remember one thing
she said as part of that
conversation. She said ‘You
will end up like Fiji’.

“She said ‘I like Sydney
but you can’t allow the
migrants’ — and in context
she meant Asian migration
— ‘to take over, otherwise

you will end up like Fiji
where the Indian migrants
have taken over’.

“I was so astonished I
don’t think I could think of
an appropriate reply.”

Carr’s opposite number
in Australia, Julie Bishop,
called his comments
graceless and demanded he
immediately apologise.

“His decision to make
these claims after her death
is a crude attempt to slur the
reputation of one of the 20th
century’s most outstanding
leaders,” Bishop said.

On April 9, Australian
Prime Minister Julia
Gillard praised Thatcher,
saying she had “changed
history for women” by
opening the door to females
taking high-powered
leadership roles.

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth
IT will lead mourners at
Thatcher’s funeral next
week, the first time the
monarch will have attended
the ceremony of one of her
former prime ministers
since Churchill died in 1965.

— AFP
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In Pakistan, the politics of despair

COMMENT

By James Traub

NEW YORK - Here is a
sad, sad statistic for you:
a grand total of six percent
of Pakistanis aged 18 to 29
believe that their country
is “heading in the right
direction.”

Four years ago, the
figure was 14pc. The next
generation of Pakistanis,
in short, is sinking into
despair. But it’s not just sad,
the way it would be if 94pc
of Somalis or Congolese had
given up on their future. It’s
also extremely dangerous,
because Pakistan has 185
million people, a large
nuclear stockpile and an
array of violent Islamist
groups which are terrorising
the country’s own people
and its neighbours.

There is something
viscerally satisfying about
the prospect of leaving
Pakistan to stew in its own
juices. Americans are feeling
betrayed by a country they
once viewed as a staunch
ally in the war on terror.

Even Admiral Mike
Mullen, the former
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff and an extremely
patient interlocutor with
Pakistan’s leadership class,
testified in 2011 that the
brutal Haqqani network of
the Afghan Taliban was “a
veritable arm” of Pakistani
intelligence and added that
the country would never be
a “respected and prosperous
nation” unless it mended
its ways. And now, with
America’s endless military
engagement in Afghanistan
scheduled to draw to a close
in 2014, the United States
has the chance to disengage
from Pakistan as well. But
the truth is that America
can’t actually afford to
indulge that impulse.

Pakistan is the example
par excellence of the
hopeless predicaments that
Barack Obama inherited
from George W. Bush.

My personal shorthand
for these snarled knots is:
“You have to, but you can’t.”
You have to persuade Iran
to end its nuclear program
through blandishments and
threats; you have to leave
behind a government and
an army that the Afghan
people can believe in; you
have to convince Pakistan’s
military and intelligence
leaders that the Afghan
Taliban is their enemy, not
their instrument. But you
can’t.

So you come up with a
decent-sounding-if-not-
terribly-persuasive plan
and send it off with a prayer.
This degree-of-difficulty
problem is why I've always
been more sympathetic to
Obama than many of his
critics on both the left and
right.

Bush never had a vision
of US-Pakistan relations
much beyond, “You’re with
us or against us.” Obama
has tried to do better,
through a combination of
development assistance,
democracy support and the
intensely focused diplomacy
of Richard Holbrooke, the

A

Pakistani school boys in Hyderabad on April 8 with stickers urging people to participate in a general election on May 11. The election will be the first
peaceful democratic transition from one civilian government to another since the country gained independence from Britain in 1947. A recent British
Council survey found that young Pakistanis are sceptical of the merits of democracy, amid higher support for Islamic and military rule. Pic: EPA

late special representative
for Afghanistan and
Pakistan. The “strategic
partnership” that Holbrooke
forged was supposed to
demonstrate a deep and
abiding commitment which
would not only improve
Pakistan’s economic and
security capacity but flatter
the country’s leaders into
greater compliance with
US objectives. That didn’t
happen.

Holbrooke hoped that US
aid, channelled through
Pakistani institutions,
would help bolster the
civilian government and
improve America’s standing.
That didn’t happen either.
The relationship cratered
in 2011, either because

opened the spigot on
diplomatic visas, which
they choke off at moments
of pique. Bilateral working
groups on the economy,
security, education and
defence have been meeting
and issuing soothing press
releases. The United States,
as one intelligence official
I spoke to confirmed, has
significantly slowed the
pace of drone attacks; the
Pakistani side has lowered
the rhetoric. It does not hurt
that Pakistan is preoccupied
with national elections
scheduled for May 11.

It’s not only temperatures
that have cooled; so have
expectations. The strategic
partnership is history.
“There’s a lot of wisdom

T h e Obama
administration still depends
on Islamabad for its exit
strategy from Afghanistan,
both because Pakistani
intelligence continues to
use Taliban proxies to
destabilise its neighbour
and because political
reconciliation between the
Afghans and the Taliban will
never happen without active
Pakistani engagement.

Islamabad has made a
few gestures towards the
reconciliation process, but
nothing decisive; Afghan
leaders remain extremely
sceptical of Islamabad’s
intentions.

The United States is
withdrawing one way or
another and Afghanistan

well. Those working groups
will keep working; aid will
keep flowing.

Of course, that a growing
number of lawmakers
oppose that aid, and that
Congress has blocked free-
trade legislation that would
allow Pakistan to establish
so-called Reconstruction
Opportunity Zones to
export textiles to the United
States, makes Pakistanis
understandably sceptical of
that claim.

If abandoning Pakistan is
a bad idea (no matter how
gratifying) and if at the same
time Washington has little if
any ability to make military
and intelligence officials in
Islamabad comply with US
counter-terror goals, the

It is, after all, despair among ordinary Pakistanis...which makes
Pakistan so dangerous to itself, its neighbours and the United States.

Holbrooke died in late 2010
or, more likely, because
of popular fury when US
forces crossed into Pakistani
territory to kill Osama bin
Laden, and later killed 24
Pakistani soldiers along
the border. The policy failed
because it could not succeed.

In recent days, I've
been talking with current
and former Obama
administration officials who
deal with the region and
several things have become
clear.

First, the deep freeze is
over.

US military and
intelligence officials are
meeting regularly with
their opposite number. The
Pakistanis have slightly

in having a more modest
relationship,” as one official
said to me. “On things like
the Haqqanis, our long-term
goals don’t align. It’s better
to recognise that they don’t
and work on what we have
in common.”

In a recent article in
Foreign Affairs, Husain
Haqqgani, Pakistan’s former
ambassador to the United
States (and no relation to
the jihadists), suggested
that the two sides admit
the truth and “explore ways
to structure a non-allied
relationship.” That’s not so
far from what’s happening
now, though no one would
dare to call it that. The
chastened wisdom of 2013:
“We can’t, so we won’t.”

will cope as well as it can
with whatever support from
the US and foreign donors it
continues to receive.

After 2014, Afghanistan
will fade away; but Pakistan
will still cling to America’s
trouser cuffs like a tenacious
burr.

What will become of US-
Pakistan relations when
US military involvement in
Afghanistan ends? American
officials have been at pains
to say: We're staying.

In a recent speech in
Islamabad, US ambassador
Richard Olson said, not
once but twice, “2014 is not
1989” — that infamous year
when the Soviets packed up
and left the region, and then
the United States did so as

best solution may be to focus
on the war on despair rather
than the war on terror. It
is, after all, despair among
ordinary Pakistanis, not
the brutality of jihadists in
Waziristan, which makes
Pakistan so dangerous to
itself, its neighbours and the
United States.

Post-2014, or for that
matter starting now, Obama
should give more authority
to US diplomats, and less to
the Pentagon and the CIA.
He should push for trade
legislation — which will
create manufacturing jobs.
And the administration
should stop doing things
that play into the hands of
Pakistan’s extremists and
obscurantists, like issuing

ultimatums about covert
support for extremists
(leave that to Congress)
and authorising drone
strikes, save in exceptional
circumstances.

Obama can’t do anything
to make most Pakistanis
stop hating America, but
he can stop doing things
that distract Pakistanis
from addressing their own
problems.

There are very few signs
that Pakistan’s corrupt
and feudal political class
is prepared to face those
problems. While it’s a very
good thing that the regime
of President Asif Ali Zardari
recently became the first
civilian government to serve
out a full term in Pakistani
history, there is no reason to
expect the next government
to be any less feckless than
his. The only saving grace
in Pakistan is that few
people have fond memories
of the last era of military
rule: former General Pervez
Musharraf, who has returned
to Pakistan in the hopes of
re-starting a political career,
appears to have zero appeal.

Democracy in Pakistan
is thus likely to survive its
own persistent failure. That
is a genuinely good thing.

Nothing good will happen
soon; but perhaps someday
Pakistan’s democracy can
begin to make inroads on
Pakistan’s despair. With low
expectations and a modest
investment, Washington
can afford to be patient.

— Foreign Policy

(James Traub is a fellow of
the Center on International
Cooperation. He writes
the Terms of Engagement
column for Foreign Policy).
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The Pyi Daw Chit thangyat troupe performs in Yangon on April 7. Pic: Thiri

Banned for years, satirical

shows return for Thingyan

By Nuam Bawi

FOR decades traditional Thingyan
thangyat performances were suppressed
by the government, but this year they
returned to the public eye with the Lu
Htu Peh Tin Tan (The People’s Echo)
competition, which ended in Yangon on
April 7.

The competition started on March 25
with 16 groups, and the number was
whittled down to four groups for the
finals on April 7, which were held at Shwe
Htut Tin outdoor performance space in
Tarmwe township, Yangon.

The final four groups consisted of
10 to 20 members each. The thangyat
performers focus on providing topical
information to the audience in a way
that satirises politics, current events
and social mores. The performances are
accompanied by traditional music.

The final four groups were Pyi Daw
Chit led by U Myit Tar; Kyunnote Doh The
Swesone In Ar Suh led by U Kyaw Kyaw
Tun; A Pyar Yeh A Ni (The Blue’s Red)
formed by members of the 88 Generation
Students; and Academy Yin Kyay Maung
led by U Khin Maung Swe

The first prize of K3 million went to
Academy Yin Kyay Maung, the second
prize of K2 million was taken by
Kyunnote Doh The Swesone In Ar Suh,
and A Pyar Yeh A Ni took the third prize
of K1 million.

The People’s Choice Award, determined
by votes sent in via text message, was
won by Shin Nyar Nay Dwe Thi Be, which
did not make the finals but received 726
votes.

U Myit Tar, one of the organisers of
the competition and leader of Pyi Daw
Chit group, said he was involved in the
event “not only to compete for the
prize but also to use our own hands
to open a door that was closed for a
long time”.

“l think we were successful in doing
that,” he said. “The most valuable prize
for us was to allow people hear thangyat
groups from all over Myanmar, through
live broadcasts on TV and radio.”

For many years the public was unable
to see thangyat performances because
they were banned by the government,
but the fact that a sizeable audience
came to see the final competition proved
that the public had not completely
forgotten about the art form.

Even so, Kyunnote Doh The Swesone
In Ar Suh leader U Kyaw Kyaw Tun said
the audiences are now much smaller
than they were in the past, before the
performances were banned.

“I’m satisfied with the audience’s
appreciation at the final competition,
but we didn’t get enormous appreciation
like we did from audiences in the past,” U
Kyaw Kyaw Tun told The Myanmar Times
the day after the finals.

He said he thought the smaller
audience resulted from a combination
of lack of exposure to thangyat and
the early closure of businesses imposed
throughout Yangon at the time over
fears about potential clashes between
Buddhists and Muslims.

He said the groups were very happy to
get permission to perform again, but they
were still required to submit to censors
the material they planned to cover.

“The thangyat censorship board was
very strict last year, and more than half
the material we submitted was rejected.
But this year we resubmitted some of the
material that was rejected last year and
everything passed. This year we were
able to perform as openly as we could in
the past,” U Kyaw Kyaw Tun said.

‘Kayan Beauties’ wins ASEAN prize

By Lwin Mar Htun

THE Myanmar film Kayan
Beauties won a Special
Jury Award at the ASEAN
International Film Festival and
Awards (AIFFA) held in Kuchin,
Sarawak, Malaysia from March
28 to 30.

Kayan Beauties was
directed by Aung Ko Latt,
based on a script written by
Mr Hector Carosso from the
United States.

The main cast members
— including Nwe Ni Win,
Hin Mai, Khin Mar Win and
Rose Mary — were non-actors
from Myanmar’s ethnic Kayan
community.

Aung Ko Latt said Kayan
Beauties had been among
six nominees each in two
categories — Best Film
Photography (Aung Ko Latt)
and Best Supporting Actress
(Rose Mary) — but failed to
win either at the awards
ceremony on March 31.

“When we didn’t win |
felt disappointed, but then
they announced that Kayan

Beauties had won a special
Jury Prize, which took me by
surprise and made me feel
very proud,” he said.

The prize was earned
from more than 100 films
representing all 10 ASEAN
countries screened at the
festival.

“All my happiness is not
only for me, but also for my
country and for the Myanmar
film industry,” Aung Ko Latt
told The Myanmar Times.

The movie, shot in 2008 in
Kayah State, showcases the
culture of that region’s Kayan
people, including the Padaung
whose women are famous for
wearing brass neck rings.

The film tells the story
of three ethnic Kayan girls
who travel to the city of
Taunggyi in Shan State to
sell handicrafts, but one of
them is kidnapped by human
traffickers.

Aung Ko Latt said the main
purpose for making the film
was to show the culture
and traditions of the Kayan
people.

“The other purpose was to

show that human trafficking
is occurring all around the
world, and it needs to be
stopped,” he said.

While most Myanmar films
are shot quickly and on a low
budget, Aung Ko Latt said he
invested a lot of money in
Kayan Beauties to ensure that
it was of high quality.

“It was the first movie made
in Myanmar using the Dolby
Digital Surround EX surround-
sound system,” he said.

However, despite the fact
that the film was screened last
year at Aung Thapyay Cinema
in Nay Pyi Taw, as well as in
Singapore, it has not made
much money.

“We still face losses with
the film. It’s a bit different
from what local audiences
like to watch,” Aung Ko Latt
was quoted as saying in the
Yangon-based Nan Nat Khin
(Morning Post) journal.

“At first it didn’t have any
audience, but since | won
the prize in Malaysia that has
started to change. People
are starting to contact me to
buy the film for distribution.

So the important thing for
artists is that they must be
brave enough to make their
own work and show it to
audiences.”

He said that if he directed
another film in the future, he
would work to make sure it
was of international standard.

“l don’t want to produce a
cheap film. When you make
a film you have to put a lot
of effort into it, whether it’s
cheap or of high quality, so |
would rather produce of work
of high quality and let local
audiences see an international-
standard movie.”

Myanmar actor U Aung Lwin
served on the international
panel of judges at the film
festival.

Aung Ko Latt said he would
relish the opportunity to win
a Myanmar Academy Award for
Kayan Beauties.

“All artists want to win
an Academy Award, but it
depends on the feelings of
the judges. If they say ‘yes’ |
will be happy and if the result
is ‘no’ | need to try harder,”
he said.
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Aung San movie script
nears completion

By Zon Pann Pwint

THE script for a film about
the life of Bogyoke Aung San
was completed earlier this
month, and is set to be edited
in the coming weeks by a small
committee of Myanmar film
industry luminaries.

The script was written by a
three-person team consisting
of an author, a scriptwriter
and a film director, who
started work on the project
in March 2012.

Scriptwriter U Mya Myint
Mo wrote the section covering
Aung San’s birth in 1915,
through his university years,
and up to 1940; director U Kyi
Soe Tun covered 1940 to 1945,
including Aung San’s stint as
a soldier and his emergence
as a leader of the Burmese
nationalist movement; and
writer U Chit Oo Nyo covered
his political life from 1945
until his assassination in July
1947.

The draft script was
distributed to members of
the Bogyoke Aung San Film
Executive Board on April 6.
Board members — including
director Min Htin Ko Ko Gyji,
Kyi Phyu Shin, U Zaganar
and U Zaw Thet Htwe — are
reading the complete script
for editing.

U Zaw Thet Htwe said that
the script will be edited after
Thingyan water festival, with
the aim of modifying it to fit
the desired length of the film.

“On April 13 we will have a
brainstorming session where
all members of the board will
throw in their ideas about
which parts of the script
should be removed and what
should be added,” he said.

Chit Oo Nyo said 1945 to
1947 were the most important
years in Bogyoke Aung San’s
political life.

“During that time, Aung
San signed the Aung San-
Attlee agreement in London
as well as the agreement at
the Panglong Conference with
leaders from different ethnic
groups,” he said. “He also
held the People’s Assembly
and toured the country
campaigning to achieve
independence, and then he
was assassinated.”

Chit Oo Nyo said he read
several books about Aung San
while working on the script,
and found that accounts of his
life were often contradictory.

“Some articles about him
are slightly exaggerated,

unlike the biographies written
by Teikkatho Nay Win, who
was his personal assistant, and
journalist U Pu Ka Lay, whose
books portray Aung San as he
really was,” he said.

“l wrote the script to be
historically accurate, but
the chapters in his life are so
dramatic.”

He said Richard
Attenborough’s 1982 film
Gandhi and last year’s Lincoln
directed by Steven Spielberg
were based on real-life
events but the stories were
rendered more dramatic when
combined with the art of
filmmaking.

“l hope whoever is chosen
as director will add great art
to dramatic life of Aung San,”
Chit Oo Nyo said.

He said the scriptwriting
process was intended to take
four months but stretched toa
year for various reasons.

“l had to make several trips
and hold literary talks, so |
couldn’t spend much time
on scriptwriting,” U Chit Oo
Nyo said.

“l think the Bogyoke Aung
San Film Executive Board
will have to put more effort
into completing the biopic
to meet the deadline. They
are still in the process of pre-
production.”

The executive board aims to
release the film by February
13, 2015, the 100* birthday
of Aung San.

“We took a year to complete
the script, and we all think
this was too short for the life
of our national hero,” U Zaw
Thet Htwe said.

“We will try to complete
the biopic within the time
allotted. Whether we meet
the deadline depends on the
smooth running of all the
procedures.”

The actors who have been
chosen to portray Aung San
and his wife Daw Khin Kyi will
receive additional training in
acting in May. The board must
also choose an appropriate
director for the film, whether
from the United States,
Europe or Myanmar.

So far, the executive board
has received about K10 million
from donors toward creating
the biopic, a fraction of what
will be needed to produce the
feature-length film.

“We will announce the
detailed expenses for the
whole film after calculating
the costs, and then we will
raise the funds for the film,”
U Zaw Thet Htwe said.

‘d'

sl |

Members of the Bogyoke Aung San Film Executive Board
hold a meeting in Yangon on April 6 to begin the process
of editing the Aung San biopic script. Pic: Supplied
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U Thant House opens
for photo exhibition

By Zon Pann Pwint

FOR decades the government
of Myanmar avoided
expressing pride in the great
achievements of two of the
country’s greatest sons:
independence hero Aung San
and former United Nations
secretary general U Thant.

The people are now working
hard to make up for lost time.

On April 6, treasured
photographs of U Thant went
on display at the U Thant
House (31 Pan Wah Road,
Kamaryut township), covering
everything from his early
life in the Ayeyarwady delta
village of Pantanaw to his days
at the UN.

The exhibition, which
ended on April 11, marked
the opening of the U Thant
House, and also included a
full-length portrait of U Thant
by artist Nay Myo Say as well
as artefacts from his life such
as a pair of glasses and a coal
iron.

Historian Dr Thant Myint-U,
the grandson of U Thant, said
there were certain photos
that he found particularly
interesting, including those
showing his early life in
Pantanaw, U Thant and U Nu
walking together, and the
secretary general working
among world statesmen at the
UN in the 1960s.

“lt shows that a
schoolteacher from the
Ayeyarwady delta was able
to become the world’s top
diplomat within 14 years. It’s
an amazing and unusual life
journey,” Thant Myint-U told
The Myanmar Times in an
email interview.

he was proud to create the
collage painting that was
displayed during last week’s
exhibition.

“While | was helping U
Thant’s daughter, Daw Aye
Aye Thant, prepare for the
exhibition, a certain portrait

“The
photographs
show that a

schoolteacher
from the
Ayeyarwady
delta was able
to become the
world’s top
diplomat within
14 years. It’s
an amazing and
unusual life
journey.’

photo of U Thant caught my
attention,” Nay Myo Say said.
“l found the photo gripping
enough to change into a
painting, so | made the collage
portrait to present to his
daughter.”

“U Thant is an important
person for our country. | really
take a pride in offering my
strength and my inspiration
when we worked on the
exhibition,” he added.

Tin, and his daughter and son
lived in the two-storey house
on Pan Wah Street in Yangon
from 1951 to 1957, while he
served as secretary in Prime
Minister U Nu’s office.

Over the years the building
has fallen into a state of
neglect, although some
staff from the Ministry of
Construction have been
housed there at times.

“The house renovation was
completed after much work.
The house was in a severely
dilapidated condition. We
had to put in a whole new
roof and many of the walls
and the internal stairs had to
be replaced,” Thant Myint-U
said.

Although the house is not
open to public on a day-
to-day basis, a museum is
expected to open on the site
in November or December.

Thant Myint-U said they
have not yet started work on
the museum, for which they
are now consulting with top
international experts on the
concept and design.

“We hope it will be a state-
of-the-art museum that
will focus on U Thant’s life
and work but also on the
issues that he cared about
the most, like education,
nation-building, peace and
the environment,” he said.

Thant Myint-U clarified that
the U Thant House won’t
actually be a museum but
an interactive facility, which
will be attractive for kids and
young people, as well as for
tourists and other visitors.

The U Thant House,
surrounded by a big garden on
1.5 acres, will also be a public
event space with lectures and
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Artist Nay Myo Say said

U Thant, his wife Daw Thein

seminars.

The U Thant House in Yangon durin
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g a photo exhibition on April 6. Pic: Thiri

Art exhibitions attract small crowds and few buyers

By Zon Pann Pwint

ART galleries in Yangon are often
crowded with invited guests during
opening ceremonies when new
exhibitions are unveiled, but at
other times they can be quiet as
a tomb, with most paintings left

unsold at the end of the show.

Artist Maung Moe said visiting art
galleries is not a popular pastime
in Myanmar, placing the blame for
the lack of interest on the poor
socioeconomic conditions in the
county.

“The general public has little
interest in art because the entire

working population continues
to endure privation. They don’t
often have the luxury to indulge
in aesthetic appreciation,” said
Maung Moe.

He said people are unable
turn their interest to art while
struggling to keep the wolves from
the door. As a result, art galleries

Pic: Aung Htay Hlaing

A visitor scrutinises work by artist Nyi Nyi (Nice) at Space Art Gallery in Yangon on March 27.

attract only art buyers and private
collectors.

“Galleries and museums are not
friendly places for the general public,
and never mind buying artwork,”
said Maung Moe. “Someone who is
grappling with poverty can’t enjoy
art and can’t feast his eyes on the
paintings.”

He added that the majority of
artists face an uphill struggle to
continue drawing when their artwork
goes unsold, and only a few famous
artists are able to earn a living from
sales of their paintings.

U Zaw Win, who helps run Lawkanat
Art Gallery in downtown Yangon,
agreed that exhibitions by famous
artists sometimes attract plenty of
buyers. However, price can play an
important role in determining how
many artworks are actually sold.

“Our biggest sale was at an
exhibition by famous artist Win Pe
Myint, where we sold about 40 of
his sketches,” he said. “The artist
wanted to sell his artwork cheaply,
so that common people who have a
passion for art could buy the work at
affordable prices.”

Small sketches were priced at
K50,000, and Win Pe Myint also gave
one free paining to each person who
bought a painting. By the end of the
show, only 10 paintings were left.

“There is a small cliques of
collectors dedicated to artwork by
Win Pe Myint and Khin Maung Yin.
They are fond of collecting their
artwork,” U Zaw Win said.

He said that inexpensive artwork
attracts visitors, while “expensive
and larger paintings get less
attention”, adding that a group
exhibition at Lawkanat in April
resulted in the sale of only one
painting.

“Even though some of the artists
in the exhibition were well known,
their paintings did not sell because
they were expensive and large,” U
Zaw Win said.

Maung Moe said members of the
general public who are “distant
from art” are unable to discern
differences in style between one
artist and another.

“Over half of all artists depend
on the painting shops at Bogyoke
Market for their sales,” he said,
referring to vendors at the market
who buy paintings from artists
and resell them to consumers at
marked-up prices.

“Painting shops at Bogyoke Market
pay no more than several tens of
thousands of kyats for a painting that
has been exhibited in an art gallery,
and they pay only a few thousand
kyats for an ordinary painting,” he
said.

Maung Moe said those who prefer
collecting paintings made by talented
artists usually visit galleries such as
River and Golden Valley.

“But any artists have to sell their
work to painting shops at Bogyoke
Market because they need money
to buy paint and brushes to keep
working,” he said.



35

THE MYANMAR TIMES

Off the deep end:
making sense of
the rules at Kokine
Swimming Pool

By Jessica Mudditt

A TWO-TIER price system
for locals and foreigners
is in place at the majority
of Myanmar’s tourist sites,
which tends to be the rule
rather than the exception in
developing countries.

In India, which has
burgeoning middle and
upper classes, tourists are
becoming more vocal against
the government’s policy of
charging foreign visitors an
exorbitant 4850 percent
higher entry fee to sites such
as the Taj Mahal.

In Myanmar it’s often
difficult for foreigners to
ascertain the price difference,
because fees for foreigners
are stated in English, while
the price for locals is usually in
Myanmar script. Adual pricing
system also exists unofficially,
whether it is higher taxi fares,
inflated rent and utility bills,
or pricier hotel room rates.

Many foreigners, such as
Barnaby Haszard Morris,
don’t mind paying more,
because it’s seen as a way
of redistributing wealth.
He writes on his blog:
“lt actually makes good
economic sense to charge
these greatly inflated rates.
... Foreigners are accustomed
to prices being much higher
in their home countries.”

However, for Myanmar’s
foreign residents, regularly
being confronted by the
policy can be grating.

In February a notice caught
my eye at Kokine Swimming
Pool in Bahan township: “The
Guest Members (Foreigners)
Are Not Allowed To Swim
From The 15t March 2013.” It
was signed by the executive
committee, with no further
details provided.

A security guard told me
it was because swimming
training was being conducted
(this is stated in Myanmar
in a sign next to it), which
seemed fairly reasonable.

When | next went for a
swim, | saw that a new sign
had been stuck overtop the
original one, saying that
the pool, which is open
from 6am to 8pm six days
a week, would be closed to
non-members from March 1
to April 30.

Although this was a blow
to my new after-work fitness
schedule, | was reluctant to
fork out a K200,000 donation
to become a member, so |
began visiting various pools
in Yangon (where | continued
to pay more as a foreigner,
and found none as lovely as
Kokine).

It was therefore
disappointing to learn from
the friendly secretary of
Kokine Swimming Pool, U Cho
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The first sign of trouble. Pic: Jessica Mudditt

Maung, that the weekday
training sessions finish by
11am and continue until May
25, almost a full month after
non-members are allowed to
return.

U Cho Maung told The
Myanmar Times, “We have
10,000 members — | don’t
want too much traffic at the
pool.”

About 1000 people take
part in the two training
periods at Kokhine.

He estimates that Kokine
has 30 members who are
foreigners, while the number
of regular swimmers in the
morning is 50 to 60, and 70
in the evening.

U Cho Maung added
somewhat contradictorily,
“This is the most crowded
time of the year because
it’s hot. ... That’s why we
close it, because it would be
crowded otherwise. But it’s
not crowded, because our
members come at different
times. We have three pools,
so members can swim in the
other pools during training
sessions.”

During the interview on
April 9, both large pools were
all but deserted by 10am: |
counted four swimmers in
total.

However, rather than
feeling slighted when | left,
I’d learned that the pool’s
rules are more favourable to
foreigners than locals.

A year’s membership will
cost a foreigner K323,000
(USS$367) - which includes
the K200,000 donation
(which goes towards pool
maintenance), K120,000
in monthly fees and an
annual fee of K3000. This is
K126,000 ($143) costlier than
a local membership.

However, foreigners have
two additional options
that are closed to locals:
swimming on a casual
basis for K2000 or paying
K50,000 for a three-month
membership. The latter
requires a guarantor letter
from an employer or embassy
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Kokine Swimming Pool in Bahan township beckons on a hot day in April.

and can only be taken out
once.

Locals are only allowed to
swim on a one-off basis (after
May 2) if they come with a
guarantor who is a member.

U Cho Maung said the
reason locals can’t obtain
a temporary membership is
because they live here, so it
wouldn’t make sense.

“Being
categorised
on the basis

of nationality
is often an

uncomfortable

experience.’

“The temporary
membership is aimed at
NGO and embassy staff, who
might be in Yangon for three
months,” he said.

However, as Myanmar
continues to open up and
allow foreign investment to
flow in, this “one size fits all”
definition of a foreigner might
be unrealistic, if unpalatable.

When asked why foreigners
pay almost double the
amount of local membership
fees, U Cho Maung said that
the rule has been in place for
about a decade.

“This committee has
always done it this way
because foreigners’ salaries
are higher. There are many
reasons, but this is the main
reason.”

U Cho Maung is also vice
president of the Myanmar
Swimming Federation and
said he takes an interest
in pool management when
travelling overseas.

“The cost of swimming in
Melbourne was high — it was
at least AS20 for a swim,”
he said.

However, the Nunawading
pool’s website (where
| learned to swim in
Melbourne) lists the cost of
a casual visit as A$5.80.

When asked about the
phrasing of the first notice
that singled out foreigners, he
said, “There must have been a
mistake at the office.”

Another oddity at Kokine
Swimming Pool are the
signs demarcating separate
sides for male and female
swimmers, which | initially
assumed were meant to
indicate the location of the
changing rooms.

It was during my second
swim at Kokine that | realised
the signs are taken seriously:
My husband was waved
over to the other side by a
lifeguard.

My husband attempted
to explain that he’s not
a confident swimmer and
wanted to stay in the same
area as me, but it wasn’t until
he did a quick fake-drown that
his point was understood and
he was allowed to stay on the
right-hand side.

During about five
subsequent visits, | noticed
men swimming on both sides
of the 30-metre-long pool.

When asked about the
signs, U Cho Maung said,
“Now it’s mixed — that was
before. We just mention it
as arule.”

He said the rule was
created more than 10 years
ago following a request from
a few local women “who
were scared to swim with
guys”.

He said the rule doesn’t
apply if accompanying
children.

“The rule is flexible.
We only mention couples,
because they don’t swim
around properly,” he trailed
off while making hug
motions.

“But it’s more about
prevention — this has
happened very few times. ...
It is a family pool.”

In terms of price policies
and the gender segregation,
U Cho Maung said the rules
are old and might “change
very soon”.

Despite the economic
justifications for charging
foreigners and locals
disparate prices, being
categorised on the basis
of nationality is often an
uncomfortable experience,
regardless of whether you’re
paying more or less.

A swimmer named Moh
Moh Thaw was unimpressed
by the way she was treated
at the Savoy Hotel’s pool,
where in 2010, when power
cuts were severe during
summer, she used to swim
every weekend with her
Australian husband.

“We’d buy food and drinks,
but were never asked to
pay to use the pool. But as
soon as | went to the pool
with local friends, and even
though we spent more on
food and drinks, we were
asked to pay to use the
pool. | was so angry — it’s
discrimination.”

Documentary takes in-depth look at the making of ‘The Shining’

By Ann Hornaday

IN an era when Audience is king —
when movies can get made on the
strength of a Kickstarter campaign
and an amateur effort like Fifty
Shades of Grey becomes as big
a hit as the Twilight books that
inspired it — there’s a certain
sense to be found in the existence
of the film Room 237, if not in its
substance.

Rodney Ascher’s documentary
about the 1980 Stanley Kubrick
horror film The Shining and five
obsessive viewers with elaborate
ideas about its hidden meanings
belongs to a postmodern wave

of film consumption, wherein
spectators are increasingly
emboldened to short-circuit
conventional criticism and even a
filmmaker’s stated aims and take
the wheel of cultural discourse
themselves.

The testifiers of Room 237 are
nothing if not tireless in convincing
us that they hold the golden ticket
to Kubrick’s deepest motivations.

ABC News correspondent Bill
Blakemore elegantly links the
director’s strategic positioning
of Calumet Baking Powder cans
in the Overlook Hotel’s pantry
to prove that The Shining —
which was based on Stephen
King’s 1977 novel — is an allegory

for the European genocide
of Native Americans. History
professor Geoffrey Cocks notices
the typewriter Jack Nicholson’s
character uses to not write his
novel in the film and finally
deduces that The Shining is
Kubrick’s cri de coeur about the
Holocaust.

Playwright Juli Kearns harbours
an abiding fascination with the
window in the hotel manager’s
office, which opens — at
least figuratively — to myriad
architectural impossibilities, which
she has neatly catalogued in a
series of carefully drawn maps.
Artist John Fell Ryan specialises in
screening The Shining backwards

and forwards simultaneously to
elicit buried synchronicities,
and Jay Weidner is convinced
that Kubrick made the film as an
apologia for his role in staging the
Apollo 11 moon landing.

It would all be insufferable had
Ascher not made the brilliant
decision to stage Room 237 not
as a talking-heads documentary
but as a montage of Kubrick’s own
films, using snippets of The Killing,
Lolita, 2001: A Space Odyssey, Eyes
Wide Shut and others to illustrate
what his subjects are saying off-
camera.

What might have been a tiresome
stew of obsession, projection,
Freud, Jung and continuity errors

re-purposed as conspiracy fodder
instead becomes a hypnotic homage
to a cinematic master whose
absence is all the more palpable
for his fans’ desperate attempts
to revive them: resurrection by
interpretation.

Room 237 turns out to be about
many things, including how we
process history, human evil and our
own mortality. But perhaps there
are buried meanings in Room 237
itself, which at its most touching
and profound seems suffused with
unresolved grief. Kubrick died too
soon in 1999 at the age of 70. As
Room 237 attests, at least we’ll
always have his movies to kick
around. — The Washington Post
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Ko Htin Lin Aung, Ma Su Lin and Ko Ye Lin @ Nilfisk
Auto Product Launch

Thaw Myo Naung and Thae Naw Zar @ Samsung Mobile Shop Opening

Ma Lin Lin @ Skechers
Footwear Shop Opening

Lﬂ | == a

Su Myat Noe Kyaw @ Vitoria Hospital
New Clinic Launch

Mr Vincent Leung, Daw Thuzar Mwe, Ms Susan Chua and Ms Zann Lee @
Skechers Footwear Shop Opening

Pyay Ti Oo @ Vitoria Hospital
New Clinic Launch

Daw Cho Cho Htun @ The Rich Gems ~ Su Myat Noe Kyaw @ Mon Precieux New
Promotion York Fashion Show

Designer Mo Hom @ Mon Precieux New
York Fashion Show

Wut Hmone Shwe Yee @ Just Beyond
Product Launch

\ | I Daw Khin Myint
U Zar Ni Win Htet Myint @ Vitoria

@ Samsung Mobile  Hospital New Clinic
Shop Opening Launch

'{;‘ Dr Aye Mya Thet and Ma Yin Myat Thu
| @ Revital New Actor Press Conference

2 S

-

Yu Thandar

Tin and
Khine
Thazin
Tin Moe Ngu Wah
Lwin @ @ Skechers
Nilfisk Auto Footwear Shop

Product Opening

Launch

- | -
& X B Mg W rd ey ’

£ -,
” L=y Dr Than Naing and Dr Aye Mya Mya Tin Sein @ Ma Mee Nge and Sweety @ The Rich Gems
= ‘ The Rich Gems Promotion

Promotion

L Sai Ze @ Revital New Actor
Press Conference
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SOCIALITE has
been thinking a lot
about fashion lately,
particularly about
what to wear during
the upcoming Tingyan
water festival — so
she was thrilled to attend the Mon Precieux New York Fashion
Show at Governor's Residence on April 1. The next day she was
at Park Royal Hotel for the Revital New Actor press conference,
and then she continued to South Okkalapa Township for a
donation ceremony by Air KBZ. On April 4 Socialite joined
the City Mart staff party at Myanmar Convention Centre, and
on April 5 she poked her head in at the Just Beyond product
launch event at Park Royal Hotel. The fun just never stops for
Socialite, and the next day she made her presence felt at the
opening of a Samsung handset shop on Bo Aung Kyaw Road
before hightailing it to The Rich Gems promotion sale on U
Wisara Road and the Sketchers footwear shop opening on Inya
Road. She ended the week at the opening of a new medical
centre at Victoria Hospital. Well, that's all for now — Socialite
wishes you all a fun and safe Thingyan water festival, and don't
forget to protect your skin from harmful ultraviolet rays with
sunscreen or, better yet, by donning fashionable clothing!

SOCIALITE

WITH NYEIN EI El HTWE

Nan Su Kay Swan @ Mon Precieux
New York Fashion Show

=

Chit Thu Wai @ Just Beyond Product
Launch

Yadana Mai @ Revital New Actor
i Press Conference

Ma Mya Mar Lar Han and Ma Wai Thit
Lwin @ Just Beyond Product Launch

Hospital New Clinic Launch

Sl

U Kyaw Swar Lin @
Samsung Mobile Shop U Moe San Aung @
Opening Air KBZ Donation

Awn Seng and Nan Khay Mar @ Just Beyond Product Launch

Htet Htet

@ Samsung
Mobile Shop
Opening

s el T

tha ior you

Ps \I.)"‘--. A

Soe Thu @ Just Beyond Product Launch

= — —
Ko Myo Sint Aung, Mr Littipong Kidmungtangdee and Mr Klidsada
Boonleartinirun @ Niffisk Auto Product Launch

W

Y
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Nothing knocks out
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Safely like
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Days Hight Dep Am
YANGON TO NAY PYITAW
MON  UB-A1 07:45 08:45
UB-B1 11:30 1 12:30
UB-C1 16:00 17:00
TUE UB-A1 07:45 08:45
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
UB-C1 16:00 17:00
WED UB-AT 07:45 08:45
UB-B1 11:30 1 12:30
UB-C1 16:00 17:00
THUR UB-A1 07:45 08:45
UB-B1 11:30 12:30
UB-C1 16:00 17:00
FRI  UB-A1 07:45 08:45
UB-B1 11:30 1 12:30
UB-C1 16:00 17:00
SAT  UB-A1 08:00 09:00
SUN  UB-A1 15:30 16:30
NAY PYITAWTO YANGON
MON  UB-A2 09:15 10:15
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-Q2 17:30 1 18:30
TUE  UB-A2 09:15 10:15
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-Q2 17:30 18:30
WED UB-A2 09:15 10:15
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-2 17:30 18:30
THUR  UB-A2 09:15 10:15
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-Q2 17:30 18:30
FRI  UB-A2 09:15 10:15
UB-B2 13:00 14:00
UB-2 17:30 18:30
SAT  UB-A2 10:00 11:00
SUN  UB-A2 17:00 18:00
YANGON TO MANDALAY
MON YH917 06:10 08:30
Y) 891 06:10 08:15
67401 06:20 08:25
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
YJ001 08:00 08:55
Y5131 08:00 09:00
YJ 201 10:00 11:25
Y761 11:00 12:55
YH727 11:15 113:25
K7622 12:00 13:25
6T501/K7224 1430 16:25
YH731 15:00 17:10
TUE Y891 06:10 08:15
YH917 06:10 08:30
67401 06:20 08:25
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
Y5131 08:00 09:00
8V 6603 09:00 10:10
Y761 11:00 12:55
YH729 11:15 1415
K7822 11:30 12:55
YJ 201 1200 13:25
K7 622 1200 13:25
6T501/K7224 1430 16:25
YH731 15:00 17:10
WED YJ891 06:10 08:15
YH917 06:10 08:30
67401 06:20 08:25
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
YJ001 08:00 08:55
Y5131 08:00 09:00
YJ751/W97751 10:00 1155
YH737 11:15 13:25
YJ201 11:00 12:25
K7 622 12:00 13:25
6T501/K7224 1430 16:35
YH731 15:00 17:10
THUR YJ891 06:10 08:15
YH917 06:10 08:30
67401 06:20 08:25
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
YJ 001 08:00 08:55
Y5131 08:00 09:00
8M 6603 09:00 10:10
Y761 11:00 12:55
YH729 11:15 1415
K7 226 12:00 13:25
YJ 201 12:45 1410
YH731 15:00 17:10
6T501/K7224 1430 16:35

Days Hight Dep Am
FRI YJ891 06:10 08:15
YHO17 06:10 08:30
67401 06:20 08:25
YIan 06:30 07:55
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
YJ001 08:00 08:55
Y5131 08:00 09:00
YJ751/W97751 10:45 12:40
YH727 11:15 113:25
K7 824 13:00 14:25
67501/K7224 1430 16:35
YJ791 14:30 15:55
YH731 15:00 17:10
SAT  YJ891 06:10 08:15
YH917 06:10 08:30
67401 06:20 08:25
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
K7 244 06:45 08:10
Yo 07:00 09:15
YJ001 08:00 08:55
Y5131 08:00 09:00
YJ201/W97201 07:30 08:55
Y)761 11:00 12:55
YH729 11:15 13:25
67501/K7224 1430 16:35
YH731 15:00 17:10
SUN YJ891 06:10 08:15
YHO17 06:10 08:30
67401 06:220 08:25
YH909 06:30 08:10
K7222 06:30 08:40
YJ201/W97201 07:30 08:55
Y5131 08:00 09:00
8M 6603 09:00 10:10
YJ751/W97751 09:00 10:55
YH737 11:15 13:25
K7 622 12:00 13:25
61501/K7224 1430 1635
YH731 15:00 17:10
MANDALAY TO YANGON
MON YH910 08:10 10:15
Y)892 08:30 10:25
YHO18 08:30 10:25
67402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
YJ002 11:00 11:55
Y)202 14:30 15:55
61502/K7225 16:50 19:00
Y1762 16:35 18:00
K7623 16:40 18:05
YH728 16:45 18:10
YH732 17:10 19:15
TUE  YH910 08:10 10:15
YHO18 08:30 10:25
Y)892 08:30 10:45
67402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
67502/K7225 16:50 19:00
Y)762 16:00 17:55
YJ202 16:30 17:55
K7623 16:40 18:05
YH732 17:10 19:15
8M 6604 17:20 18:30
YH730 18:00 19:25
K7823 18:00 19:25
WED YH910 08:10 10:15
YHO18 08:30 10:25
Y)892 08:30 10:25
67402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
YJ002 11:00 11:55
YJ202 15:30 16:55
K7623 16:40 18:05
67502/K7225 16:50 19:00
YH732 17:10 19:15
YH738 17:25 1850
THUR YH910 08:10 10:15
YHO18 08:30 10:25
Y)892 08:30 10:25
67402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
YJ002 11:00 11:55
K7227 15:50 17:15
67502/K7225 16:50 19:00
Y)762 16:35 18:00
YH732 17:10 19:15
YJ202 17:15 1840
8M 6604 17:20 18:30
YH730 18:00 19:25

Days Hight Dep Amr
FRI  YH910 08:10 10:15
YH918 08:30 10:25
Y)892 08:30 10:25
67402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
Y002 11:00 1155
YJ212 11:30 12:55
Y)792 16:10 18:15
6T502/K7225 16:50 19:00
YH728 16:45 18:10
YH732 17:10 19:15
K7 825 17:40 19:05
SAT  YH910 10:40 12:45
YH918 08:30 10:25
Y)892 08:30 10:25
61402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
YJ201/W97201 09:10 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
YJ002 11:00 11:55
YJ912 1210 14:25
Y762 16:35 18:00
YH732 17:10 18:35
6T502/K7225 16:50 19:00
YH730 17:10 1835
SUN  YH910 08:10 10:15
YH918 08:30 10:25
Y)892 08:30 10:25
6T402 08:45 10:45
K7223 09:00 11:05
YJ201/W97201 09:10 11:05
Y5132 09:30 10:30
6T502/K7225 16:50 19:00
K7623 16:40 18:05
YH732 17:10 19:15
8V 6604 17:20 18:30
K7823 17:20 18:45
YH738 17:25 1850
Y)752/W97752 15:50 17:15
YANGON TO NYAUNG U
MON YJ891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
67401 06:20 07:40
Y)141/W97141 06:45 08:05
K7222 06:30 07:50
YH909 06:30 08:55
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
YH731 15:00 1755
TUE Y891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
6T401 06:20 07:40
K7222 06:30 07:50
YH909 06:30 08:55
Y)141/W97141 06:45 08:05
YH7N 10:30 12:50
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
YH731 15:00 1755
WED YJ891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
67401 06:20 07:40
K7222 06:30 07:50
YH909 06:30 08:55
K7 242 06:45 08:05
Y)141/W97141 06:45 08:05
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
YH731 15:00 1755
THUR YJ891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
67401 06:20 07:40
K7222 06:30 07:50
YH909 06:30 08:55
YJ 141/W97141 06:45 08:05
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
YH731 15:00 1755
FRI  YJ891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
6T401 06:20 07:40
K7222 06:30 07:50
YH909 06:30 08:55
K7242 06:45 08:05
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
YJ791 1430 16:40
YH731 15:00 1755
SAT  YJ891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
6T401 06:20 07:40
K7222 06:30 07:50
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
SUN YJ891 06:10 07:30
YH917 06:10 07:45
6T401 06:20 07:40
K7222 06:30 07:50
YH909 06:30 8:55
6T501/K7224 1430 17:20
K7 224 1415 16:25
YH731 15:00 1755

Days FHlight Dep Amr Days HFlight Dep
NYAUNG UTO YANGON TUE  YH917 06:10
MON YH918 07:45 1025 67401 06:20
Y) 891 07:45 1025 YJ141/W97141 06:45
67401 07:55 10:45 YH711 10:30
YJ141/W97141 0820 11:20 Y)761 11:00
YH910 08:55 10:15 K7822 1130
K7225 16:40 18:00 6T501/K7224 1430
6T502/K7225 17:40 19:00 YH731 15:00
YH732 17:55 19:15 WED Y891 06:10
YH918 07:45 1025 6T01 i
YHotO 2855 110,15 YJ751/W97751 10:00
YH712 1250 1445 Ul 1B
6T502K7225 17:40 19:00 K782 1230
YHT732 17555 19:15 K7 224 1415
WED  Y)891 07:45 1025 61501/K7224  14:30
YH918 07:45 1025 YH731 15:00
67401 07:55 1045 | |THUR YJ891 06:10
YJ141/W97141 0820 11:20 YHO17 06:10
YH910 0855 10:15 67401 06:20
K7225 16:40 18:00 Y)141/W97141 06:45
61502/K7225 17:40 19:00 K7828 10:00
YH732 17:55 19:15 YH711 10:30
THUR Y)891 07:45 1025 Y761 1100
i W Wl 6TS01/K7224 1430
$JT14211/W97141 8;2(5) 1(1)‘2‘(5) YH731 1500
YH910 0855 1005 | N V8 Ll
6T502K7225 17:40 19:00 YHI7 0610
YHT732 17555 1915 67401 06:20
FRL Y891 0745 10:25 K7242 06:45
YHO18 07:45 10:25 YJ201/W97201 07:30
67401 07:55 10:45 YJ751/W97751 10:45
YH910 0855 10:15 YH727 11:15
K7225 16:40 18:00 6T501/K7224 1430
YJ792 16:55 18:15 K7 224 1415
6T502/K7225 17:40 19:00 YH731 15:00
YH732 17:55 19:15 SAT  YI891 06:10
SAT  YJ891 07:45 10:25 YHO17 06:10
YH918 0745 1025 ] i
so msmell pn e
6T502/K7225 17:40 19:00 Y20WS7201 K
SUN Y891 0745 1025 W UL
YHO18 0745 1025 YH725 1:15
67401 07:55 1045 K7826 1230
YH910 0855 10:15 K7 224 1415
6T502/K7225 17:40 19:00 6T501/K7224 1430
YH732 17:55 19:15 YH731 15:00
SUN  YJ891 06:10
YANGON TO MYITKYINA T 0610
MON  Y)201 1000 12:50 61401 0620
LG JZLD M YI201W97201 07:30
TUE lj7260212 :;gg 1:22 YI751W97751 09:00
WED Y201 1100 13:50 50 1039
k7622 1200 1455 YH737 11:15
THUR YJ201 1245 1535 K7822 11:30
FRI Y21 630 920 6T501/K7224 14:30
SUN K762 1200 14:55 K7224 1415
YH731 15:00
MYITKYINA TO YANGON
MON YJ202 1305 1555 HEHOTO YANGON
k7623 15:10 18:05 | |MON YH918 09:15
TUE  Y)202 15:05 17:55 Y1892 09:15
k7623 1510 18:05 YJ141/W97141 09:15
WED  Y)202 1405 16:55 6T402 09:35
K7623 1510 1805 k7223 09:50
THUR Y)202 15:50 18:40 6TS01K7 224 16:00
FRI  YJ212 935 1255 Y762 15:50
SUN K7623 15:10 18:05 YH728 16:00
YANGONTO HEHO YH732 16:25
MON YH917 06:10 09:15 k7829 16:30
Y1891 06:10 0900 | |TUEYHO1 LA
A1 v [0 YJ141/W97141 09:15
YJ141W97141 06:45 09:00 67402 09:35
K7828 1000 11:15 K7223 09:50
YI761 11:00 12:10 YH712 11:55
YH727 1115 12:40 61501/K7224  16:00
6T501/K7224 1430 1540 YJ762 16:45
K7 224 1415 15:30 YH732 16:25
YH731 1500 16:25 k7823 17:10
Domestic
6T = Air Mandalay A
W9 = Air Bagan SUbjeCt
YJ = Asian Wings to Change
K7 = AIR KBZ

YH = Yangon Airways
UB = FMI UB Charter
Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines

Arr

09:15
09:20
09:00
11:55
1210
13:45
15:40
16:25
09:00
09:15
09:20
09:00
11:10
12:40
13:45
15:30
15:40
16:25
09:00
09:15
09:20
09:00
11:15
11:55
12:10
15:40
16:25
09:00
09:15
09:20
09:00
09:40
11:55
12:40
15:40
15:30
16:25
09:00
09:15
09:20
09:00
09:40
12:10
12:40
13:45
15:30
15:40
16:25
09:00
09:15
09:20
09:40
10:10
11:55
12:40
13:45
15:40
15:30
16:25

10:25
10:25
11:20
10:45
11:05
19:00
18:00
18:10
19:15
17:45
10:25
11:20
10:45
11:05
14:45
19:00
17:55
19:15
19:25

without notice

Days Flight Dep Armr Days Hlight Dep Armr
WED YJ141/W97141 09:15 11:20 YANGON TO MYEIK
YHO18 09:15 10:25
T 005 1130 | |MON K7319 07:00 09:05
T 0815 11025 | TUE_[K7319 07:00 09:05
67402 0935 10:45 Y301 07:00 | 09:10
6T501/K7224 16:00 19:00 | |THUR K7319 07:00 09:05
YH732 16:25 19:15 Y)301 07:00 09:10
K7 827 1630 1745 | |FRI  K7319 07:00 09:05
YH738 1640 18:50 | |SAT  K7319 07:00 09:05
YJ 75297752 16:55 18:05 | |SUN  K7319 07:00 09:05
THUR Y)892 09:15 1025
YH918 09:15 10:25 MYEIKTO YANGON
YJ141/W97141 09:15 11:20 | |MON K7320 1130 1335
67402 09:35 10:45 | |TUE YJ302 11:25 1335
K7223 09:50 11:05 K7320 1130 13:35
YH712 11:55 1400 | \WED K7320 1130 1335
YH732 1625 1915 | I1yuR )30 1125 1335
6T501/K7224  16:00 19:00 7320 930 | 1335
LI 1630 [17:45 | Tep™ 17300 11:30 1335
Y762 1550 1800 | |, 7300 1130 1335
FRI Y892 09:15 10:25 d :
YHo18 0915 1025 | |SUN K732 1130 1335
g:g; gzg :(1)43;2 YANGON TO THANDWE
e 0650 1105 | |MON K7420 06:45 07:40
Y)201/W97201 09555 11:05 YIAMITIA |06:451 10:15
YH732 1625 1915 YH503 1030 11:35
6TS01K7224 1600 1900 6T60 11:15 11210
Y)752/W97752 17:40 18:50 YJ141/W97141 06:45 10:15
SAT  Y)892 09:15 10:25 YH7I 10:30 13:55
YH918 09:15 10:25 67601 1430 15:25
67402 09:35 10:45 | |WED YJ141/W97141 06:45 10:15
k7223 09:50 11:05 YJ911 08:00 10:25
YJ201/W97201 09:55 11:05 6T607 1115 1350
YH732 1625 1835 YH711 1030 1135
YJ762 15:50 18:00 | |THUR K7420 06:45 07:40
6T501/K7224 | 16:00 19:00 Y)141/W97141 06:45 10:15
K7827 1710 18:25 YH711 10:30 13:10
SUN YH918 09:15 10:25 67601 11:15 12:10
e 0915 1025 | Jpg  yH503 1030 1135
6T402 09:35 10:45 61601 1430 11525
p 0950 1105 | Iopr vy 07:00 07:55
YJ201/W97201 09:55 11:05 T 0o
YH506 1155 14:00 . :
6T501/K7224  16:00 19:00 OIEY 81250
YH732 1625 1915 ooy [ 1210
YHT38 1640 1850 | |SUN K742 06:45 07:40
YH505 1030 13:10
YANGON TO SITTWE 6T601 1115 12:10
MON | 6T603C 07:00 09:05
6T611 1430 15:55 THANDWETO YANGON
TUE K742 0645 0840 | |MON K7421 07:55 08:50
6T603C 07:00 09:05 Y)141/W97141 10:30 11:20
6T611 1130 12555 YH504 1135 1225
WED  6T603C 07:00 09:05 67602 1225 1320
67607 1115 1240 | |TUE K742 09:55 10:50
THRU 6T603C 07:00 09:05 YJ141/W97141 10:30 11:20
6T611 14:30 15:55 6T602 15:40 16:35
FRI 6T603C 07:00 09:05 YH712 13:55 14:45
6T6l1 11:30 1255 | |WED Y 141/W97141 1030 11:20
SAT  6T607 10:15 11:40 YHT12 1135 1225
SUN  K7422 06:45 08:40 61608 1405 1500
Ty et i YH712 1135 1225
SITTWETO YANGON THUR K7421 07:55 08:50
MON | 6T604C 1235 1400 YJ141/W97141 10:30 11:20
6T612 1615 17:40 6602 2 1320
TUE 7423 08:5 1050 L2 [E10R 140
67612 1315 1440 YH504 1135 1225
WED  6T608 13:00 1500 67602 15:40 1635
6T604C 12:35 14:00 | [SAT  K7245 10:35 11:30
THUR 6T612 16:15 17:40 YH910 11:55 12:45
6T604C 12:35 14:00 67602 12:25 13:20
FRI  6T604C 12:35 14:00 YJ912 1330 14:25
6T612 13:15 14:40 67608 13:05 14:00
SAT  6T608 12:00 1400 | [SUN K7423 09:55 10:50
SUN  K7423 08:55 10:50 6T602 1225 1320
6T612 1315 1440 YH506 13:10 14:00

Domestic Airlines

Air Bagan Ltd.

(W9)
Tel - 513322, 513422,

Asian Wings (AW)
Tel: 951 516654, 532253,
09-731-35991~3 Fax: 951

532333
504888, Fax : 515102
. Yangon
Air KBZ (K7) v S(YH)
Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 y
(Airport] Tel: (+95-1) 383 100, 383

FMI Air Charter -
Sales & Reserva-

tions
Tel: (95-1) 240363, 240373
/ (+95-9) 421146545

Air Mandalay (6T)
Tel : (Head Office] 501520,
525488, Fax: 525937.
Airport: 533222~3, 09-
73152853. Fax: 533223.
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TRAVEL

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES

Days Flight

Dep Armr

MON PG 706
8M 333
8M 335
TG 304
PG 702
TG 302
8M 331
PG 704
TG 306
PG 706
8M 333
8M 335
TG 304
PG 702
TG 302
8M 331
PG 704
TG 306
PG 706
8M 333
8M 335
TG 304
PG 702
TG 302
8M 331
PG 704

TG 306
THUR PG 706

8M 333

8M 335

TG 304

PG 702

TG 302

8M 331

PG 704

TG 306
FRI PG 706
8M 333
8M 335
TG 304
PG 702
TG 302
8M 331
PG 704
TG 306
PG 706
8M 333
8M 335
TG 304
PG 702
TG 302
8M 331
PG 704
TG 306
PG 706
8M 333
8M 335
TG 304
PG 702
TG 302
8M 331
PG 704
TG 306

TUE

WED

SAT

SUN

MON FD 2752
FD 2756
FD 2754
FD 2752
FD 2756
FD 2754
FD 2752
FD 2756

FD 2754
THUR FD 2752

FD 2756

FD 2754
FRI FD 2752
FD 2756
FD 2754
FD 2752
FD 2756
FD 2754
FD 2752
FD 2756

TUE

WED

SAT

SUN

MO
8M 231
Y5233
SQ997
8M 6232
3K 586
MI 517
M1 509
8M 231
Y5233
S0 997
3K 586
8M 6232
VN 942
MI 517
8M 231
Y5233
SQ997
8M 6232
3K 586
MI 517
THUR 8M 231
Y5233
S0 997
3K 586
8M 6232
VN 942
MI 517
FRI  8M 231
Y5233
SQ 997
3K 586
8M 6232
8M 233
MI 517
8M 231
Y5233
S0 997
8M 6232
3K 586
8M 233
MI 517
MI 509
MI 509
8M 231
Y5233
SQ997
3K 586
8M 6232
VN 942
8M 233
MI517

TUE

WED

SAT

SUN

07:15
08:20
08:40

09:50
10:30
14:55
16:30
18:20
19:45
07:15
08:20
08:40
09:50
10:30
14:55
16:30
18:20
19:45

08:30
12:50
17:50
08:30

08:00
10:10
10:25
11:30
11:30
16:40

YANGON TO BANGKOK

09:30
10:05
10:25

YANGON TO DON MUENG

10:20
14:40
19:35
10:20

FD 2754 17:50 19:35
YANGON TO SINGAPORE
N MI509 00:25 05:00

12:25
14:40

Days Hlight

Dep Am

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR

MON 8M 501

AK 1425
MH 741
AK 1421
8M 501

AK 1425
MH 741

TUE

07:50
08:30
12:15
16:45

11:50
12:45
16:30
21:00
11:50
12:45
16:30

Days Hight

YANGON TO TOKYO
MON NH914 21:30 06:40+1
WED NH914 21:30 06:40+1
SAT NH914 21:30 06:40+1

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
MON 8M335 08:25 10:45
TUE 8M335 08:25 10:45

Dep Armr

Days Hight

MON SQ 998
3K 585
8M 6231
8M 232
MI 520
Y5234
MI 518

Dep Armr

07:55
09:10
09:10
13:25
22:10
15:35
14:20

SINGAPORE TO YANGON

09:20
10:40
10:40
14:50
23:35
17:05
15:45

Days Flight

THUR CA 905 13:00
MU 2031 13:30
FRI MU 2011 08:35
MU 2031 13:30
SAT CA905 1300
MU 2031 13:30
SUN CA905 1300
MU 2031 13:30

Dep Armr

13:15
14:00
11:30
14:00
13:15
14:00
13:15
14:00

AK 1421
MH 743
AK 1425
8M 501
MH 741
AK 1421
THUR AK 1425
MH 741
AK 1421
FRI  AK 1425
8M 501
MH 741
AK 1421
MH 743
AK 1425
8M 501
MH 741
AK 1421
AK 1425
MH 741
AK 1421
MH 743

YANGON TO BEUJING

21:00
21:10
12:45
11:50

WED

SAT

SUN

TG 782
WED 8M 335
THUR 8M 335
FRI  8M335
TG 782
SAT 8M335
TG 782
SUN  8M 335
TG 782

09:30
08:25
08:25
08:25
09:30
08:25
09:30
08:25
09:30

11:55
10:45
10:45
10:45
11:55
10:45
11:55
10:45
11:55

MANDALAY TO SINGAPORE

MON Y5233
8M 335
TUE Y5233
8M 335
WED Y5233
8M 335
THUR Y5 233
8M 335
FRI Y5233
SAT
SUN

TUE S0998
3K 585
8M 6231
VN 943
8M 232
MI 518
Y5234
SQ998
3K 585
8M 6231
8M 232
MI 518
Y5234
THUR S0 998
3K 585
8M 6231
VN 943
8M 232
MI 518
Y5234
FRI SQ998
3K 585
8M 6231
8M 232

07:55
09:10
08:55
11:40

09:20
10:40
10:25
13:25

WED

KOLKATA TO YANGON
MON AlI227 10:10 12:55
FRI Al227  10:10 12:55

Al233  13:30 16:00

CHIANG MAITO YANGON
THUR W99608 17:20 18:10
SUN W99608 17:20 18:10

HANOITO YANGON
MON VN 957 16:35 18:10
WED VN957 16:35 18:10
FRI VN 957 16:35 18:10
SAT VN957 16:35 18:10
SUN VN957 16:35 18:10

HO CHI MINH CITY TO YANGON
TUE VN943 11:40 13:25
THUR VN 943 11:40 13:25
SAT VN943 11:40 13:25
SUN VN943 11:40 13:25

GAYATO YANGON
MON 8M602 09:20 12:30
WED 8M602 09:20 12:30

TUE  CA906
WED CA 906
THUR CA 906
SAT CA 906

14:15
14:15
14:15
14:15

21:55
21:55
21:55
21:55

8M 335 15:15

MANDALAY TO DON MUENG
MON FD 2761 10:45 13:10

MI 518
Y5234
8M 234
MI 520

FRI  8M602 09:20
Al233  15:00
SAT 8M602 09:20

12:30
16:00
12:30

SUN CA906 14:15 21:55

YANGON TO FRANKFURT
WED DE2369 06:10 19:35

YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
MON CZ3056 17:40 22:15
TUE 8M711 0840 1315
WED CZ3056 11:20 15:50
THUR 8M 711 08:40 13:15
FRI.  CZ3056 17:40 22:15
SAT CZ3056 11:20 15:50
SUN 8M711 08:40 13:15

YANGON TO TAIPEI
MON CI7916 10:50 16:10
TUE CI7916 10:50 16:10

BR288 11:35 17:20
WED CI7916 10:50 16:10
THUR C17916 10:50 16:10
FRI  CI7916 1050 16:10
BR288 11:35 17:20
SAT CI7916 10:50 16:10
BR288 11:35 17:20
SUN CI7916 10:50 16:10

YANGON TO KUNMING
MON MU 2032 14:40 18:00
TUE CA906 1415 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00
WED CA906 14:15 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00
THUR CA906 14:15 17:35

MU 2032 14:40 18:00
FRI MU 2032 14:40
SAT CA906 1415
MU 2032 14:40
MU 2012 12:20
CA906 14:15
MU 2032 14:40

YANGON TO KOLKATA
MON Al234  13:40 16:55
FRI AI234  13:40 16:55

Al228 1845 19:45

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
THUR W99607 14:20 16:10
SUN ' W99607 14:20 16:10

YANGON TO HANOI

SUN

TUE FD 2761
WED FD 2761
THUR FD 2761
FRI  FD 2761
SAT  FD 2761
SUN FD 2761

10:45
10:45
10:45
10:45
10:45
10:45

13:10
13:10
13:10
13:10
13:10
13:10

MANDALAY TO KUNMING
MON MU 2030 14:40
TUE MU 2030 14:40
WED MU 2030 14:40
THUR MU 2030 14:40
FRI_ MU 2030 14:40
SAT MU 2030 14:40
SUN MU 2030 14:40

MANDALAY TO GAYA

TUE 8M 603
THUR 8M 603
SUN 8M603

11:10
11:10
11:10

17:20
17:20
17:20
17:20
17:20
17:20
17:20

12:15
12:15
12:15

BANGKOKTO YANGON

MON TG 303
PG 701
8M 334
TG 301
PG 703
TG 305
8M 332
PG 705
TG 303
PG 701
8M 334
TG 301
PG 703
TG 305
8M 332
PG 705
TG 303
PG 701
8M 334
TG 301
PG 703
TG 305
8M 332
PG 705
THUR TG 303
PG 701
8M 334
TG 301

TUE

WED

07:55
08:50
11:30
13:00
16:45
17:50
19:15
20:15
07:55
08:50
11:30
13:00
16:45
17:50
19:15
20:15
07:55
08:50
11:30
13:00
16:45
17:50
19:15
20:15
07:55
08:50
11:30
13:00

08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45
17:35
18:45
20:00
21:30
08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45
17:35
18:45
20:00
21:30
08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45
17:35
18:45
20:00
21:30
08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45

SAT SQ998
3K 585
8M 6231
8M 232
MI 518
Y5234
8M 234
MI 520
SQ998
8M 6231
3K 585
VN 943
8M 232
MI 518
Y5234
8M 234 21:55
MI 520 23.35

BEJINGTO YANGON
TUE CA905 08:05 13:15
WED CA905 08:05 13:15
THUR CA905 08:05 13:15
SAT CA905 0805 1315
SUN CA905 0805 1315

10:40
10:40
14:50
15:45
17:05
21:55
23:35
09:20
10:25
10:40
13:25
14:50
15:45
17:.05

SUN

BANGKOKTO MANDALAY
MON 8M 336
TUE 8M 336

TG 781
WED 8M 336
THUR 8M 336
FRI  8M 336

TG 781
SAT 8M 336

TG781 07:25
SUN 8M 336

TG781 07:25 08:50

SINGAPORE TO MANDALAY
MON Y5234 1535 19:05

8M 336
TUE Y5234
8M 336
WED Y5234
8M 336
THUR Y5234
8M 336
FRI Y5234
8M 336
SAT Y5234
8M 336
SUN

Y5234
8M 336

GAYATO MANDALAY
TUE 8M604 13:15 16:20
THUR 8M 604 13:15 16:20
SUN 8M604 13:15 16:20

DOHATO YANGON
MON QR618 07:00+1
TUE QR618 07:00+1
WED QR618 07:00+1
THUR QR 618 07:00+1
FRI_ QR618 07:00+1
SAT QR618 21:05 07:00+1
SUN QR618 21:05 07:00+1

PHNOM PENH TO YANGON
WED 8M404 20:15 21:40
SAT 8M404 20:15 21:40

SEOULTO YANGON
MON KE471 1840 22:55
TUE KE471 1840 22:55
WED KE471 1840 22:55

024753 19:30 23:40
THUR KE471  18:40 22:55

MON VN 956
WED VN 956
FRI VN 956
SAT VN 956
SUN | VN 956

19:10
19:10
19:10
19:10
19:10

21:30
21:30
21:30
21:30
21:30

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH CITY|

TUE VN 942
THUR VN 942
SAT VN942
SUN VN 942

14:25
14:25
14:25
14:25

17:10
17:10
17:10
17:10

PG 703
TG 305
8M 332
PG 705
FRI TG 303
PG 701
8M 334
TG 301
PG 703
TG 305

16:45
17:50
19:15
20:15
07:55
08:50
11:30
13:00
16:45
17:50

17:35
18:45
20:00
21:30
08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45
17:35
18:45

FRI  KE471 1840
SAT KE471

074753 19:30
SUN KE471 18:40

MON 8M402 20:15
FRI  8M402 20:15

MON NH913 11:10

22:55
22:55
2340
22:55

SIEM REAP TO YANGON

21:25
21:25

TOKYO TO YANGON

17:.05

YANGON TO GAYA
MON 8M 601 07:00 08:20
Al234  13:40 15:00
WED 8M 601 07:00 08:20
FRI  8M601 07:00 08:20
Al234  13:40 15:00
SAT 8M601 07:00 08:20

YANGONTO DOHA
MON QR619 08:15 11:15
TUE QR619 08:15 11:15
WED QR619 08:15 11:15
THUR QR619 08:15 11:15
FRI  QR619 0815 11:15
SAT QR619 0815 11:15
SUN QR619 0815 11:15

YANGON TO PHNOM PENH
WED 8M403 16:50 19:15
SAT 8M403 16:50 19:15

8M 332
PG 705
TG 303
PG 701

8M 334
TG 301

PG 703
TG 305
8M 332
PG 705
TG 303
PG 701

8M 334
TG 301

PG 703
TG 305
8M 332
PG 705

SAT

SUN

19:15
20:15
07:55
08:50
11:30
13:00
16:45

19:15
20:15

20:00
21:30
08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45
17:35
18:45
20:00
21:30
08:50
09:40
12:15
13:45
17:35
18:45
20:00
21:30

DON MUENG TO YANGON

MON FD 2751

07:15

08:00

FRANKFURT TO YANGON
TUE DE2368 14:05 05:10+1
KAULALUMPURTO YANGON
MON AK 1424 06:55 08:00

MH740 10:05 11:15
8M502 12:50 13:50
AK 1420 15:05 16:15
TUE AK 1424 06:55 08:00
MH740 10.05 11:15
8M502 12:50 13:50
MH742 14:45 1555
AK 1420 15:05 16:15
WED AK 1424 06:55 08:00
MH740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
AK 1420 15:05 16:15
THUR AK 1424 06:55 08:00
MH740 10:05 11:15
AK 1420 15:05 16:15
FRI  AK 1424 06:55 08:00
MH740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 12:50 13:50
MH742 14:45 1555
AK 1420 15:05 16:15
SAT AK 1424 06:55 08:00
MH740 10.05 11:15
8M502 12:50 13:50
AK 1420 15:05 16:15
SUN AK 1424 06:55 08:00
MH740 10.05 11:15
MH742 14:45 1555
AK 1420 15:05 16:15

GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
MON CZ3055 14:45 16:35
TUE 8M712 1415 1550
WED CZ3055 08:40 10:30
THUR 8M 712 14:15 1550
FRI_ CZ3055 14:45 16:35
SAT CZ3055 08:40 10:30
SUN 8M712 1415 1550

TAIPEITO YANGON
MON CI7915 07:00 09:50
TUE CI7915 07:00 09:50

BR287 07:45 10:35
WED CI7915 07:00 09:50
THUR CI7915 07:00 09:50
FRI  CI7915 07:00 09:50
BR287 07:45 10:35

SAT CI7915 07:00 09:50
BR287 07:45 10:35

SUN CI7915 07:00 09:50
KUNMING TO YANGON

MON MU 2031 13:30 14:00

WED NH913 11:10 17:05
SAT NH913 11:10 17:05

HONG KONG TO YANGON
MON KA250 21:35 23:35
WED KA250 21:35 23:35
FRI ~ KA250 21:35 23:35
SUN KA250 21:35 23:35

DON MUEANG TO MANDALAY
MON FD 2760 08:50 10:15
TUE FD2760 08:50 10:15
WED FD2760 08:50 10:15
THUR FD 2760 08:50 10:15
FRI  FD 2760 0850 10:15
SAT FD2760 0850 10:15
SUN FD 2760 08:50 10:15

KUNMING TO MANDALAY
MON MU 2029 14:00
TUE MU 2029 14:00
WED MU 2029 14:00

YANGON TO SEOUL

MON KE 472
TUE KE472
WED KE 472
THUR KE 472
02770
FRI  KE472
SAT KE472
SUN KE472
0Z 4763

23:40
23:40

8:05+1:00
8:05+1:00
8:05+1:00
8:05+1:00
09:10

8:05+1:00
8:05+1:00
8:05+1:00
09:10

YANGON SIEM REAP

MON 8M 401
FRI  8M 401

17:05
17:05

19:15
19:15

YANGON TO HONG KONG

MON KA 251
TUE KA251
THUR KA 251
SAT KA 251

01:10
01:10
01:10
01:10

05:45
05:45
05:45
05:45

FD 2755
FD 2753
FD 2751
FD 2755
FD 2753
FD 2751
FD 2755
FD 2753
THUR FD 2751

FD 2755

FD 2753
FRI  FD 2751
FD 2755
FD 2753
FD 2751
FD 2755
FD 2753
FD 2751
FD 2755
FD 2753

11:35
16:35
07:15
11:35
16:35
07:15
11:35
16:35
07:15
11:35
16:35
07:15
11:35
16:35
07:15
11:35
16:35
07:15
11:35
16:35

12:20
17:00
08:00
12:20
17:.00
08:00
12:20
17:00
08:00
12:20
17:00
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International

Turkmenistan
desert reveals
old mysteries

By Igor Sasin

MARY, Turkmenistan —
Over four millennia ago,
the fortress town of Gonur-
Tepe might have been a rare
advanced civilisation before
it was buried for centuries
under the dust of the Kara
Kum desert in remote
western Turkmenistan.

After being uncovered by
Soviet archaeologists in the
last century, Gonur-Tepe,
once home to thousands of
people and the centre of a
thriving region, is gradually
revealing its mysteries
with new artefacts being
uncovered on every summer
dig.

The scale of the huge
complex that spans some
30 hectares can only be
properly appreciated from
the air, from where the
former buildings look
like a maze in the desert
surrounded by vast walls.

Just 50 kilometres (30
miles) from the celebrated
ancient city of Merv outside
the modern city of Mary,
the ruins of Gonur-Tepe
are an indication of the
archaeological riches of
Turkmenistan, one of the
most isolated countries in
the world.

Around 2000 BCE,
Gonur-Tepe was the main
settlement of the Margush
or Margiana region that
was home to one of the
most sophisticated, but
little-known Bronze Age
civilisations.

The site — which until the
last century was covered
by desert and scrub — was
uncovered in Soviet times by
the celebrated archaeologist
Viktor Sarianidi who, at the
age of 84, is about to spend
another summer working on
the site.

“I remember so well my
joy when I first encountered
this archaeological Klondike.
A sensation right under your
feet,” the Russian professor
said.

Every digging season
at Gonur-Tepe yields new
discoveries showing the
quality of the craftsmanship
of the Bronze Age artisans in
the town, which at the time
would likely have been home
to thousands of residents.

The town’s craftsmen
could mould metal, make
silver and gold trinkets,
create materials for cult
worship and carve bone and
stone.

“It’s amazing to what
extent the people possessed
advanced techniques. The
craftsmen learned how to
change the form of natural
stone at a high temperature
and then glazed it so that
it was preserved,” said
archaeologist Nadezhda
Dubova.

“This year, Gonur has
given us another surprise, a
fantastic mosaic,” she said,
noting that such an object
predated the standard era of
mosaic-making in Greek and
Roman antiquity.

The ruins of Gonur-Tepe are
the centrepiece of a network
of towns and settlements
in the delta region of the
river Morghab that flows
through Turkmenistan from
its source in Afghanistan.

Gonur-Tepe is a three-hour
drive from the provincial
centre of Mary — two hours
along a bumpy asphalt road
that passes former collective
farms that have now fallen
into disuse, and then another
hour-long slog through the
desert scrub.

Mary, 380 kilometres from
the capital Ashgabat, is a
typical Turkmen provincial
city, home to 200,000 people
and largely built in the
Soviet style with a railway
connection and low-rise
apartment buildings.

Some 30 kilometres (19
miles) outside Mary lies the
other great glory of the region
— the great ruined city of
Merv, whose importance
goes back to the time of the
Achaemenid Persians and
reached a peak under Turkic
rule in the 12% century CE.

Merv went into terminal
decline after it was sacked
by the Mongols in 1221 in a
deadly conquest that left tens
of thousands dead. Its ruins
are as deserted as those of
Gonur-Tepe.

Its greatest treasure is the
still preserved mausoleum
of the Seljuk Sultan Sanjar
under whose rule Merv was
a city of 200,000 people and
briefly one of the most heavily
populated settlements in the
world. — AFP

International Airlines

Air Asia (FD)
Tel: 251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)

Tel : 513322, 513422, 504888, Fax :
515102

Air China (CA)
Tel - 666112, 455882.

MI = Silk Air

CA = Air China
KA = Dragonair

FD & AK = Air Asia
TG = Thai Airways
8M = Myanmar Airways International
Y5 = Golden Myanmar Airlines
PG = Bangkok Airways

VN = Vietnam Airline
MH = Malaysia Airlines
CZ = China Southern
Cl = China Airlines

IC = Indian Airlines Limited
W9 = Air Bagan

3K = Jet Star

Al = Air India

QR = Qatar Airways

KE = Korea Airlines

NH = All Nippon Airways
SQ = Singapore Airways
DE = Condor Airlines
MU=China Eastern Airlines
BR = Eva Airlines

DE = Condor

Subject to change without notice

Air India
Tel : 25359798, 254758. Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Condor (DE)
Tel: + 95 1 -370836 up to 39 (ext
:810)

Dragonair (KA)
Tel: 95-1-255322

Malaysia Airlines (MH)

Tel : 387648, 241007 ext : 120, 121,
122 Fax : 241124

Myanmar Airways
International(8M)

Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)

Tel: 255 287-9, Fax: 255 290
Thai Airways (TG)

Tel : 255491-6, Fax : 255223
Vietnam Airlines (VN)
Fax 255086. Tel 255066/ 255088/
255068.

Qatar Airways
(Temporary Office)

Tel: 01-250388, (ext: 8142, 8210)
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Ghetto’s fina

By Gwen Ackerman

JERUSALEM — “People are
suffocating because of the
smoke. All shout for help.
Many, almost everyone, call
upon God, ‘God show your
power, have mercy on us.’
God is silent as a sphinx and
does not reply.”

These were the final
words from a makeshift
diary scribbled on both sides
of five pages of graph paper
by an unidentified young
woman hiding in a bunker as
the Nazis closed in on what
remained of the Warsaw
Ghetto.

The diary runs from April
23, 1943, and ends 17 days
later on May 10. It is the first
real glimpse into the daily
lives of about 40,000 Jews
hiding in bunkers as the ghetto
burnt above them and the
Jewish underground fought
the Germans, scholars said as
it was shown to Bloomberg by
Yad Vashem staff.

“We hear so much about
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising
from the fighters’ point of
view,” said Havi Dreyfus, a
senior lecturer at Tel Aviv
University and the head
of Yad Vashem’s centre of
research into the Holocaust
in Poland. “Here we have
a Jewish youngster telling
us important information,
the experience that was
common to tens of thousands
of Jews.”

The writing of the young
woman reminds the reader of
a much more famous diarist
— Anne Frank, whose book
The Diary of a Young Girl,
first published in Dutch in
1947, details her life hiding
in a secret annex for more
than two years to escape
the Nazis.

“It’s interesting when
you juxtapose the two
teenaged women with
radically different Holocaust
experiences,” said David
Silberklang, senior historian
at Yad Vashem’s International
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A monument over the bunker at 18 Mila Street,

Warsaw. Pic: Yad Veshem

Re-Please #2

Wednesday wine

An art exhibition titled “Re-
Please #2” will be held at
Monsoon Restaurant (85-87
Theinbyu Road, Botahtaung
township, Yangon) from
March 29 to April 30. The
show will feature the
work of two artists from
Myanmar and nine artists
from Thailand, focusing
on consumer awareness of
natural resources in the art
creation process.

Intuition show

The “Intuition” art exhibition,
displaying abstract paintings
by US-based Myanmar artist
Paw Thame, will be held at
Gallery 65 (65 Yaw Min Gyi
Road, Dagon township) from
April 1 to 30.

The Wednesday Wine Club
meets every (you guessed
it) Wednesday at the QP
Inya Shop (30 Inya Road).
Taste four or five wines for
K10,000 a person. Contact
chad.quarto@gmail.com or
09-7321-8711.

50t Street live

Jazz band Great Blessings
plays 50th Street Bar on
Wednesday night, while
Friendship Band belts
out classic rock tunes on
Fridays.

If you would like your
event listed in Event
Flash, please email
editors@myanmartimes.
com.mm.
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| hours revealed in diary

Pic: Yad Veshem

didn’t have shelter. How
the atmosphere changed as
things got worse. Her diary
makes us understand better
what the uprising meant not
just to the fighters but to
those staying in the bunkers.
It tells us what unbearable
means.”

About 6 million European
Jews were killed in the
Holocaust during World War
Il as the Nazis ran a campaign
across Europe that included
random executions, plunder
and death camps.

The diary may be one
mentioned by an engineer
architect who wrote in his
memoirs that he found the
diary of a 14-year-old girl in
the ruins. If it is though, part

The Chief Rabbi of Israel, Yitzhak Herzog (centre), stands in the ruins of the Warsaw

ghetto after the uprising.

of it has been lost, according
to a paper published by
Dreyfus.

Institute for Holocaust
Research. “Their stories
end the same way, in death.”

Frank was in hiding
with her family for two
years in relatively quiet
conditions that allowed her
to think about boys and her
appearance “in the midst of
terror”, he said. The Warsaw
teenager, on the other hand,
wrote with “death staring
her in the face, amid stench
and smoke and suffocation”.

The final German attempt
to wipe out the remainder
of Jews living in the ghetto
started four days before the
Warsaw diary started. The
Germans, facing fighting
groups and ghetto inhabitants
barricaded in bunkers, began
systematically burning down
the ghetto. For almost a

month, the Jewish fighters
battled the Germans in what
was the first popular uprising
in a city in Nazi-occupied
Europe.

The girl’s diary is the
first real evidence that the
entire remnant of the ghetto
supported the uprising, said
Silberklang, who also edits
the journal Yad Vashem
Studies in which an English
translation of the diary
appeared.

“Our defence is the
greatest possible silence
and stillness,” the young
woman writes. “We had
always believed we should
hide well.”

Then later: “Tra-ta-ta-ta-
ta, boom! The enemy fires
his machine guns and lobs
grenades at the bunker. ...

The people inside summon
courage and calmly look
death in the eye.”

The diary includes
a detailed sketch of the
bunker, where the beds
were, where the inhabitants
cooked. It gives a description
of how order was kept and
rations divvied up. At one
point, the young woman
tells how when electricity
was gone and inhabitants
could no longer cook the
food rations, children
fainted from hunger, only
to be revived by a rapidly
diminishing store of onions.

“It exposes many aspects
of life during the uprising
that we were not aware
of,” said Dreyfus. “The
self aid. The fact that the
bunker accepted others who

Silberklang said one name
in the diary matches one
in the archives and so the
writer may be from that
family. There isn’t enough
detail in the diary to be 100
percent sure.

Silberklang called
the descriptions in the
Warsaw Ghetto diary “very
gripping, moving and deeply
depressing.

“We know what happened
in the end. We see everything
closing in. No air, no hot
food for days. The stench is
unbearable,” he said. “This
young woman had a sense of
history. It’s as if she said to
herself, ‘I don’t know if | will
survive, but | will write this
so someone will know what
happened.’”

— Bloomberg News

YOUR STARS

By Astrologer
Aung Myin Kyaw

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)
“Imagination is more important than knowledge,” Albert Einstein once
said. Don't be afraid to use your creative capabilities to define the
problems you are facing before taking the next step. Think logically, and
your complementary activities will make your heart satisfied.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)
The basic principle to follow for a successful relationship is humility
coupled with a honeyed tongue. Flexibility should be your main tactic
for expanding your social circle. You should learn to lead up, lead across
and lead down in order to get along with everyone. Easy promises are
not suitable in your personal relationship.

Aries (March 21 - April 19)
Take steps to achieve your potential for a great life ahead of you, and
don't forget to discover the best way live it. Treat yourself as the spiritual
treasure that you are. Cultivate the light of your knowledge to ensure
that it shines brightly in meritorious performance. Learning and thinking
must work together to support your emotional affairs.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Be an active participant in real-life dramas. Treat problems as
opportunities to which you can apply your analytical powers. Pay close
attention to your emotions in your love life, but understand that no one
can fully comprehend the true nature of love. Physical language can
provide a clue to the degree of the love felt by others.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Let wisdom denote the pursuit of the best ends by the best means.
A wonderful , surprising message through an unexpected channel of
communication will change your love life for the better and put your
profession on the right track. Irresponsibility will never lead to pleasure
or satisfaction in love. You and your partner must learn to pay more
attention to one another.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)
Learn to face the truth in any given situation. Use your skills and right
actions to improve your social position, which will be sure to put infinite
riches within your reach. Nothing in the world can take the place of

persistence, which you need because heavy responsibility will soon
be on your shoulders.

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22)
Nothing is to be feared as much as fear itself. Use you communication
skills to get a clear view of the colours of your social competition, and
use wisdom to uncover the truth about the best means of reaching
your destination. Cultivate a life filled with courage and determination.
Taking responsibility will help build your self-esteem.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22)
Careful listening can reveal unseen problems. Knowing how and when
to listen is crucial to any relationship and very important for leadership,
so keep your ears open at all times, especially when things seem to
grow quiet. Let curiosity be your guide to finding out what your honey-
mate wants and needs from you.

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22)
Social circumstances can seem overwhelming, and you should distance
yourself from the crazy, erotic manners of others. Keep careful track of
your money. Turn yourself into a student of emotions, and recognise that
life, love and suffering are all intertwined. Gird your mind with strength and
live a healthy lifestyle to make your life's journey pleasant and enjoyable.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)
Nobody is a winner in any argument, and nobody harbouring a high
degree of intolerance can be considered a good leader. Individuals must
have the courage to take responsibility for their right or wrong decisions
according to the circumstances. Develop your habit of linking with
old friends, especially those with good personalities but poor fortune.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)
Believing in your capabilities is very important when it comes to standing
up for yourself and achieving your plans to make a lasting impact. Following
your own decision-making process is better than taking things as they
come along. Being in the right place at the right time cannot be guaranteed.
Emotional desire must be suited to social rules.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)
Don't be afraid to assert yourself when it comes to pursuing your goals
and standing by your personal beliefs. Be proud of the way you work
and seek genuinely optimistic people as your friends. Make enthusiasm
a daily habit. Everything is in constant flux, so make your own rules and
take a new direction accordingly.

For a personal reading contact Aung Myin Kyaw,
4™ Floor, 113, Thamain Bayan Road, Tamwe Township,
Yangon. Tel: 0973135632, Email: williameaste @gmail.com
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CAN Technical Solution:
Computer Maintenance-
Network Solution. CCTV,
PABX, Finger Print, Door
Lock. Fire Alam, PA,
Hotel BMS System. Ph:
228673, 09-730-93068,
09-4253-72631. Add:39,

Htarnar St, Ahlone ,
Yangon.

ANOTHER WORLD
(Computer System

& IT solution Group).
Networking ~ Services:
Consultation, design ing,
Planning, Imple menting
Managing & Maintaining

Computer Network,
Wireless Solution
& hotspot (Indoor &

Outdoor), Cisco Devices
Solution, VPN, Firewall,
NAS& SAN Design
Soutions, Internet load
balancing & sharing,
Hotel Internet system,
Brand ed Server Solution,
Microsoft Window Server
& Linux Server, Mail,
Proxy, Antivirus Server,
Data base Server,
Internet Cafe & Game
Center Solution, Office,
Company, customized
Server and Network
system. Ph : 09-732-
48398.

SKYPE Payment
Services : Credit 10 $
= 10000 Ks Malaysia/
Korea 400minutes =
13000 Ks Unlimited
World = 13000 Ks
Unlimited 1 Country
= 7500 Ks. Ph: 09-
509-1820. Email : aps.
itsolution@ gmail. com
Add : 40(B), 3rd Flr,
Insein Rd, Hledan.
COMPUTER Hardware
& Networking Services.
Ph: 09-731-33514

INTERNATIONAL
schools  subjects
English, Maths, Science,
Hindi, Urdu & Social. Will
coachyour kids with great
effort. Contact :Teacher
Fiona :31, 6th flr, U Lun
St,Tawme, Yangon . Ph:
09-430-63590

ENGLISH for young
learner & adult General
English 4 skills,
Foundation English
Course, Business
English Course, One
to one, special class &
home. Saya Zaw Myao
Win- Ph: 09-73026906.
"SCHOLAR Teaching
Organization" founded
with ME,BE and Master
Degree holder with 12
years experience in
teaching field.Role and
Responsibility: Making
the students develop
problem solving skills,
critical thinking skills &
1.Q and E.Q enriching
skills,Int'l School (ILBC,
Total, MISY, ISY, PISM,
Horizon,ISM,network,C
ISM,MIS,MLA ,ES4E,D
SY RV). All grades, All
Subjects ..... Singapore
MOE Exams (AEIS,
S-AEIS exam IELTS,
TOFEL. Tr.Htet :09-215-
0075, 09-401-600705,

Tr.Bryan 09-420-
070692.

ENGLISH for Young
Learners &Adult General
English (4  skills).
Foundation English
Course. Business

English Course. One
to One, Special class &
Home, SA YA Zaw Myo
Win, Ph: 09-730-26906.
YOUNG LEARNERS
English: Young learners
(Age 6-14) (Starters,
Movers, Flyers, KET,
PET)OnetoOne, Special
Class & Home. Adults
learners (Age above 16).
Sa Ya Zaw Myo Win, Ph:
09-730-26906.

TEACHERS who have got
Teaching experien ce in
Singapore,Grade 10,11 &
Int'l School , GCSE, SAT,
IELTS, TOEFL, Sayar
Bryan, ME (IT)09-42 007
0692, Sayar Htet : 09-21
50075, Sayar Min Aung
(B.E ,IT) : 09-492-80490

SUMMER  ENGLISH
Classes (11 March - May
31) for ages 6-12 y.o.
Monday - Friday 9am to
12noon. Fees: USD200
for the whole course
including materials.
Register early as places
are limited. Call 09-450-
032598, 09-730-97836
for more information.

ENGLISH classes for
Cambridge Young
Learners - Starters/
Movers/ Flyers/ KET
and PET. Also available
Business English for
Absolute  Beginners
(Adults), Reading
classes for 6-10 y.o,

Ph: 09-540-8223, 09-
730-95975.

UVSV Hygiene kits,
FirstAdKitsforEmergency
Areas with Fair price and
fast delivery. Ph -09-516-
3209, 09-507-4207

For Sale

ORIGINAL 3DS Game
Cartridge (Spirit Camrea:
The Cursed Memoir) -
20000 Kyats, Original
3DS Game Cartridge (Kid
Icarus: Uprising) - 20000
Kyats. Ph: 09-507-9980"

ACER ASPIER 4740
Intel Core i5 Ram 2GB
H.D.D 320GB Finger
Print Display 14" Blue
Colour ( Like New) Price
:350000.Ph:01-248076

ACER ASPIRE 4743G
Intel Core i3 Ram 2GB
H.D.D 320GB Graphics
512MB Display 14" Black
Colour ( Like New) Price
: 280000. Ph : 09-450-
039844

Place a

FREE ad
NOW!

Creative Writing for 7-10
y.0. & Book Club for 7-12
y.o Call 09-506-2283
HOME TUITION for AP,
IGCSE/BIOLOGY. Ph:
09-731-00069.

PART TIME study guide
only downtown area.
07:00 Pm to 09:00 Pm
Ph: 09-420-106628
SAYA SAW AUNG
(Ex.A.P) Chemistry
Classes for Intl school
(see-levels), iGCSE,
GCE ‘A'Level &SAT Il.Ph
: 2300441, 09-500-5470.
EXAM preparation
classes for IGCSE MAY/
JUNE 2013 (Edexcel &
Cambridge). Only 5
students per class. All
subject available. For
more info: Tr. Pyae Phyo
Kyaw 09-508-8683

Expert Services

IF YOU NEED house,
building apartment,
Office Room to rent or
buy. Please do contact
ph: candlelight295@
gmail.com

GO AWAY Vocal Myo
Set Swe (Melody) Cxan
Min Beat By Cxan Min
Represent 85 Family
Nay Pyi Taw Music
Pioneer Entertainment.
AMAZING home services
We provide cleaning
services to home/
offices/retail for one
time/weekly/monthly.
more info:-200654,
09-507-3309, 09-
732-50365.email:ahs.
azinghomeservices@
gmail.com

CONSULTANCY
for INGO projects
for sustainability of
project results. Writer
& Freelance National
Consultant Dr. Tun Win
is providing strategy for
sustainability through
facilitating ~ workshop
on How to Facilitate
Corruption Fighting
in Community Based
Organizations. Contact
address: Dr. Tun Win,
21-Chan  Thar  St,
Sanchaung, Yangon,

IPAD 4 32GB White 4G
iPad 3 32GB White Wifi
iPad Mini 64GB Black
WiFi. Ph : 09-501-6694

IPAD 4 32GB White 4G
iPad 3 32GB White Wifi
iPad Mini 64GB Black
WiFi. Ph : 09-501-6694

SAMSUNG Galaxy
Note 2 Note 1 S2 S3 &
Samsung Tabltes. Ph :
09-450-039844.

IPAD 4 32GB White + 4G
(10 Month Warranty)

Price : 570000. iPad 3
64GB White Wifi (8 Month
Warranty) Price : 460000.
Ph : 09-501-6694.

ACER 4775 Intel Core i5
Ram 4GB H.D.D 750GB
Graphic nvidia 1GB
Green Colour Price :
400000. Ph : 01-248076.

IPAD 4 32GB White +
4G (10 Month Warranty)
Price : 570000. iPad 3
64GB White Wifi (8 Month
Warranty) Price : 460000.
Ph : 09-501-6694

IPAD 4 32GB White 4G
iPad 3 32GB White Wifi
iPad Mini 64GB Black
WiFi. Ph : 09-501-6694

DELL INSPIRON N5110
Intel Core i7 Ram 8GB
H.D.D 640GB Graphics
1GB Display 15.6" Red
Colour ( Like New) Price
: 550000. Ph : 09-501-
6694

(1)SONYTV25™ Trinitron,
TruSurround with SRS
(2) Yamaha Generator,
Single Cylinder 2.3 KVA,
EF 2600, Petrol Engine
OHV Engine, Brushless
Ph:09-501-2801,519268

(1)USED ACER LED
Monitor, Display18.5” ,
Port :VGA, DVI ,Black,
3 No, K 50,000 (2)
Used LG LED Monitor,
Display 18.5", Port
'VGA, DVI , Black, 3
No, K 50,000.No(58/B),
Myanmar Gon Yaung
Housing,Than Thu Mar
Rd, Tamwe.

CRANE CAR: 25 ton, 50
ton, 55 ton, 6m3 Truck
Mixer. Ph: 09-43016006

RED LINK - Wireless
Internet 2MB for
Sale 5,40000 (lakhs)
Negotiatable) Ph: 09-

730-65958,
6-1232.

To Sell - Original 3DS
Game Cartridge (Spirit
Camrea: The Cursed
Memoir) - 20000 Kyats-
Original 3DS Game
Cartridge (Kid Icarus:
Uprising) - 20000 Kyats.
Ph: 095079980"

DELL, Acer, ASUS,
Laptop Core i3, i5, i7 Ph
: 09-450-039844

ACER 4775 Intel Core
i5 Ram 4GB H.D.D
750GB Graphic nvidia
1GB Green Colour Price
1 400000. Ph : 09-450-
039844

95% NEW IPHONE 5
64GB Black Official
Unlock  With Original
Box &  Accessories.
Price : 720000. Ph : 09-
450-039844

IPAD 4 32GB +4G White,
iPad Mini 64GB Black,
iPad Mini 16GB Black,
iPad 1 64GB + 3G. Ph
: 09-501-6694.

IPHONE 4G 32GB Black.
Price : 300000, iPhone
4G 16GB Black Price
: 250000, iPhone 3GS
32GB Black, Price

09-50

150000, iPhone 3GS
16GB Black, Price:
120000, Samsung

Galaxy S3 White, Price
: 320000, (All Phone is
Official Unlock). Ph : 09-
450-039844

IPAD 4 32GB + 4G White
iPad Mini 64GB Black,
iPad Mini 16GB Black,
iPad 1 64GB + 3G. Ph
: 09-501-6694.

ACER ASPIER 4740
Intel Core i5 Ram 2GB
H.D.D 320GB Finger
Print Display 14" Blue
Colour (Like New) Price
: 350000. Ph : 248076
IPHONE 4S 64GB White
iPhone 4S 32GB Black,
iPhone 4G 32GB Black,
iPhone 4G 16Gb Black
(All Phone is Official
Unlock) Ph : 09-450-
039844

ACER 4775 Intel Core
i5 Ram 4GB H.D.D
750GB Graphic nvidia
1GB Green Colour Price
1 400000. Ph : 09-450-

0398-44

IPHONE 4G 32GB Black
Official Unlock

Price : 300000
IPHONE 3GS 32GB Price
: 150000 iPhone 3GS
16GB Price : 120000
Samsung Galaxy S3
White. Price : 320000.
Ph : 09-450-039844
99% NEW IPAD (4rd
Gen:) 32GB WiFi + 4G
White With  Original
Box & Accessories ( 11
Month Warranty) Price
: 550000. Ph : 09-450-
039844.

ORIGINAL 3DS Game
Cartridge (Spirit Camera:
The Cursed Memoir) -
20000 Kyats. Original
3DS Game Cartridge
(Kid Icarus: Uprising)
- 20000 Kyats. Ph: 09-
507-9980.

IPAD 2 32GB (Black)
Already Jailbreak
myanmar fonts + Full HD
Game Installed Excellent
Condition  Price -
300000. New Ipad 16GB
Wifi (White) With box +
Full Original Accessories
Price - 350000 Contact -
0973048106

DELL Inspiron 1464 CPU
:Intel Corei3 Ram: 2GB.
H.D.D :Condition Price -
100000 Kyats.99% New
3 week Used Apple
MacBook Air 13 inch
(Mid 2012) latest Model
Macbook Air Processor -
Intel Core i5 Ram - 4GB
SSD - 128GB <-Intel HD
Graphic 4000 512MB
With Box & Full Original
Accessries 100%
Excellent condition Just
like Brand New Price
- 800000 Ph : 09-730-

48106

FORKLIFT: (1) Mitsubishi
(1.5 Ton) - 2 Units. (2)
Toyota (2.5Ton)-1 Units.
Ph: 227418, 214689,
2301487.

ACER 4775 Intel Core i5
Ram 4GB H.D.D 750GB
Graphic nvidia 1GB

GREEN Colour Price :
400000. Ph : 09-450-
0398-44

IPAD 1 32GB Wifi+3G
Price : 230000. Ph : 09-
450-039844.

IPOD TOUCH 4G 32GB
BlackExcellentCondition
Price - 100000 90% New
Apple MacBook Air 13
inch (Mid 2012) Latest

MODEL MACBOOK Air
Processor - Intel Core
i5 Ram - 4GB SSD -
128GB With Box and
Full Original Accessries
Price - 750,000 K. Ph -
09-730-48106.

AUSU N43S (1)No CPU
. Intel Core i7 4GB
640GB Graphich 2GB
(7 Month Warranty Like
New ) Price : 530000. Ph
: 09-450-039844.

DELL INSPIRON 1464
CPU : Intel Core i3 Ram
: 2GB, H.D.D : 320GB,
Display : 14" LE, Price
1 280000. Ph : 09-450-
039844.

SAMSUNG GALAXY S3
W ite With Original Box
& Accessories. Price :

330000, Ph : 09-450-
039844.

IPOD TOUCH 4th
Generation Black

32GB (Black) Excellent
Condition Price - 100000
Kyats.99% New 3 week
Used Apple MacBookAir
13inch (Mid 2012) latest
Model Macbook Air
Processor - Intel Core i5
Ram-4GBSSD-128GB
<-Intel HD Graphic 4000
512MB With Box & Full
Original ~ Accessries
100% Excellent
condition Just like Brand
New Price - 800000 Ph :
09-730-48106
(1).COMPUTER iMac
27 inch, Mid 2011 4
GB 1333 MHz DDR 3
OSX  10.8.2(12C60)
price.. 2100000 Kyat.
(2). Car Mazda RX8
(2 Door) Black. price
: 18,000,000 Kyat (3).
Car Celstor Model 2002.
Price : 20,000,000 Kyat.
Ph: 01-513995
IPHONE 4S 64GB White
Price : 450000 iPhone
3GS 32GB Black Price
: 190000 Samsung
Galaxy Wonder Price
: 130000. Ph : 09-450-
039844

SAMSUNG Galaxy
Wonder Price : 120000
iPhone 3GS 32GB Price
1180000 Samsung Wave
1 Price : 130000 Ph : 09-
450-039844
HANDSET, Huawei C
5600 & Huawei C 5900
Handsets (good second
hand) Ph : 09-44-800-
6520

HLC, High Language
Centre. Hindi, English
& Myanmar. (Writing,
Reading & Speaking) by
an Expert Teacher. Ph:
09-4210-98790.
MYANMAR Language
teaching for Foriengers.
It is 24 hours teaching
in a month. Teacher
Htay Win, Ph: 09-4252-
95641.

A FOREIGN Language
tutor is available for
learners, residing at
Kyaukmyaung area.
Pls contact Saya David,
personally at 44, Athoka
St, 3rd flr (left), Nat
chaung Ward, Tamwe
between 6 & 7 pm.
MYANMARLANGUAGE
Training Course For

Foreigners, Contact:
09-518-1316 or 09-731-
27074 for Registration.
GLOBAL Enchanting
Education Centre.
English  Class for
Mom. IELTS. General
English. Business
English. Registration
Now! Contact: 09-732-
24316-731-27074, 01-
2305534.
FOR FOREIGNERS, If
you would like to learn
spoken Myanmar atyour
home. And who need
study guide for children
who are studying at
English school. feel free
to ask by yourself. Ph:
09-517-9125
SAYA DENNIS Special
English Four skills
(Intro-Advanced), IELTS
(Foundation & Prepa
ration) , communi cative
skill in English, English
for Grade 11, Business
English, Job Interview
and affair. Ph: 09-401-
604365

Training
HOTEL AND TOURISM
Training Centre
(Yangon). Kandawgyi
Palace Hotel. Course
Conducted are:
Hotel Supervisory
(Accounting), (Room
Division), (F&B Division)
(Level II); Front Office
Operations (Level
1); Housekeeping
Operations (Level I);
F&B Service (Level
1); F&B Production
(Level 1); Oriential
Food Cookery (Level I);
OPERA (Computerized

HousingforRen

HLAING, (647),
# 8-C, Inya View
Condominium, Pyay

Rd, Yangon. Ph: 09-
4200-35206, 09-4200-
767665. (No Agents).
BAHAN, University
Avenue , compound 85
by 120, 3 MB, 1 reading
room, living room,
dinning room, kitchen,
servant quarter , BBQ
house in the garden,
ph, 3AC. Ph: 09-513-
7802, 534542,

(1)MAY LI KHA housing
, driving to Yankin
Center (20minutes).
2700 Sqft 2 RC, 3
MBR, 2 BR. USD 4000.
(2) Golden velley,
2100 Sqft, 2RC, 1MBR,
3BR, Fully furnish,
USD 4000. (3)Inyar
Rd, 1 RC, 6400 Sqft
,2 MBR, 1 SR, Fully
furnish, USD 5000. (4)
Near Thai Embassy,
2100 Sqft, 3MBR, 1SR,
USD 5000. (5)Aye Yeik
Mon housing, Driving
to Hlaingtharyar (25
minutes) 2 RC, 3MBR,
1 SR. USD 2300. (6)
Near Inya Rd, 3RC 6
MBR, Fully Furnish .
USD 10000. Ph: 09-

4921 4276.

APARTMENT
at Pearl Condo
Minium Block-B,
K a b a y e
Pagoda Road,
Sqft 1750,

1MB, 2BR, 4AC, Fully
furnished, Heater, Ext
ph. 2500 USD. Contact
09-516-4684,09-514-
1315.

Advertise in the

No.1

Classified section
Tel: 392 676, 392 928

System. Duration: 2
months (29.4.2013 to
21.6.2013). Contact
Phone: 394836.

Travel

TO FOREIGNERS, TAXI
service with an English
speaker. Feel free to
ask by yourself. Ph: 09
-517-9125

NYAN MYINT THU Car
Rental Service : 56,
Bo Ywe St, Latha Tsp,
Ph: 246551, 375283,
704335, 09-2132778.
Email:colwinkyi@gmail.
com, nyanmyintthu@
gmail.com

NEAR PARK ROYAL
Hotel, Apartment 1250
Sqft, 2MBR, 1SR, fully
furnish, USD 2000.
(2)Near Yangon
University, 1100 Sqft,
1MBR, 1SR, nofurnish,
USD  1200.(3)Near
UNDP, Apartment, 750
Sqft 2 flat, Hall type.
USD 1200. (4)Near
Park Royal Hotel, for
office, 1200 Sqft, Hall
type USD 800. (5)Pan
Soe dan St , condo,
1250 Sqft, 1 MBR,1SR,
1725USD. 09-421177
105.

OFFICE : Bayint Naung

Junction, Thirimon
Plaza 3rd FlIr, 1200
sqft, Hall Type,
Internet Access with
High Speed (3MB,
Unlimited plan) Good
for Office (or) Training
Room, 500 USD per
month (with internet
access) 350 USD
per month (without
internetaccess) Ph:09-
5076408

CHAN THAR GON

YAUNG Executive
Condominium, 1650
Sqgft, 1MBR, 2SR,

Maid (1), Aircons (4),
Full furnished, Skynet
Satellite System,
Water Heaters, Phone,
Internet, 24 Hours
Electricity,Amazing
Serenity & Satisfactory
Facilities, Very Nice
RIVER VIEW from
Master Bedroom!
Swimming Pool, Tennis
Court, Convenience
Store & Club Resturant!
Ph: 09-732-24316
(1)PANSOEDAN ST,
Condo, 1250 Sqft, 2
BM, 1760 USD per
month. (2)Near Park
Royal Hotel, (for
office), 1200 Sqft ,
Halltype, 850 USD per
month. (3)Than Lwin
St, 1250 Sqft , 2 RC,
3 MBR, 5882 USD. (4)
Near Sedona Hotel, 2
RC, 5 MBR, 5882 USD
(5)Near Inyar Lake , 2
RC, 3 MBR, 3529 USD
(6)Inya Rd, 2 RC, 3
MBR. 5882 USD. Ph:
09-492-14276, 09-
421-177 105.
OFFICE SPACES
and Retail Spaces
at 2 great locations:
Kabaye Pagoda Rd &
Pyay Rd. To find out
more pls call: 09-732-

50365.

KAMAYUT Baho
St,3 storey.
7MBR unfurnish
ed- USD$12000.
full furnished-

y
USD$15000. suitable
for office use too. pls
call 09-520-0654

HousingforSale

SANCHAUNG, 12.5
x 55’, 2 FIr, 1 A/C. 1
ine ph. 350 Lakhs.
Negotiable. Ph: 09
5012 801, 519 268
MAYANGONE, 9
miles Bonyarna Lane
(50"x 70”) garden
with including house
(3700 Lakhs) no agent
please. Ph: 09-503-
6519, 09-421-029911.
HLAING THARYAR,
129(A), 18ward, Thakin
Pholagyi 5 St 20’x 60’
(Price- Negotiable),
(Near to Shwe Yin Aye
Market & bus stop)
Ph:09-43129221, 09-
731-35807
MINGALAR
Taungnyunt ; (506/1),
Kyi Taw Housing,
Kyi Taw St,(14'x55'),
Corner Rm 5th Flir, 2
Bedrooms, 2 Balcony,
porcelain floor, Toilet.
Price - 340 lakhs. Ph:
09-421-111893

_ @. Power 7 Real Estate Service Co.,Ltd.
VG g 18wz 1ms

Warmly Welcome...

Our Company Special service...
Rental-Single house, Condominium, appartiment,
office and warehouse.

Please Contact us-09-4921 4276, 09-420 114749,
09421 177105, Power7may @gmail.com



HelpAge Myanmar is

shortlisted candidates will

education qualifications &

of rural areas of Pyapon

Post :Graduate (Foreign

area. Positions (2 and 5)

Wadan St, Lanmadaw,

Employment
_UN Positions |

IOM Intl Organization
for Migration is seeking
SeniorAdmin &Finance
Assistant in Myawaddy ,
Kayin State: Academic
Background in Business
Administration or related
field.3yearsofprogressive
experienceinrelatedfield.
Excellent computer skills
in MS office and Excel.
Pls submit application to
I0OM Mission in Myanmar
-Yangon. 12" Flr, Traders
Hotel : 223, Sule Pagoda
Rd, Yangon, Email:
iomyangon@iom.int.

IOM Intl Organization
for Migration is seeking
(1) Community
Health Supervisor in
Mawlamyinegyun Sub-
Office,  Ayeyarwaddy
Region: Universitydegree
in Medecine, preferably
with advanced studies in
public and/or community

health. Should have
both public health and
medical  background.

3 years experience in
community based health
programmes(preferably
in the field of Maternal
& Child Health, Primary
Health Card, health
promotion) with an INGO,
LNGO, UN agency. Good
command in English.
Competent in MS
Excel, Word processing,

PowerPoint.  (2)
Finance Assistant
in  Mawlamyine, Mon
State: Myanmar national.
University degree in
Accounting with 2 years
related experience.
Excellent computer skills
Pls submit an application
letter and an updated CV
with a maximum length
of 3 pages including
names & contact deatils
of 3 referees (copies of
certificates and further
documents are not
required at this stage)
to Int'l organization
for Migration, 12" Flr,
Traders Hotel : 223, Sule
Pagoda Rd, Kyauktada,
Ph: 252560, 375601,
Email: hryangon@iom.
int, Closing date: For
(1)26 April 2013, For (2)
22 April 2013.

Ingo Positions

HelpAge International -
the only global network
striving for the rights of
disadvantaged  older
people, was established
in 1983 and now consists
of more than 75 affiliates
in 50 countries, and a
secretariatin London. We
have 6 regional centers
expanding the globe and
7 national programmes.
Together, these link with
300 more organizations
globally. The Chiang
Mai-based East Asia/
Pacific Regional Office
works with more than
40 affiliates and partner
organizations on over 30
projects throughout Asia.
HelpAge  established
its office in Yangon,
Myanmarin2008 and has
been actively involved in
the Post Nargis-related
disaster recovery
programs working in
partnership with affected
communities, local
NGOs and other INGOs.
The focus of our efforts
since 2003 (with the
establishment of the
Myanmar office in 2008)
has been on integration
and welfare of older
peopleinthe programmes
of the government and
relief organizations on
the ground. We are
currently implementing
projects to reduce
poverty and vulnerability
amongst older people
and their families in
Ayeryerwaddy  Delta,
the Central Dry Zone,
and Kayin/Mon States.
HelpAge is expanding
its communications
work in Myanmar and

is seeking Advocacy
and Communications
Manager and

Communication Officer
to support the team in all
areas of communications,
advocacy and publicity.

seeking qualified &
experienced Myanmar
nationals for the
following two positions:-
Job Title: Advocacy
and Communications
Manager(1Post)Location
: Yangon Qualification

/ competencies
Essential.  Bachelor’s
degree in journalism,

communications or other
related field. At least 4
years’ work experience
in communications or

publishing, preferably
with an international
organisation. Myanmar

language fluency & high
proficiency in English
writing &  speaking.
Excellent organizational
and time-management
skills, with an ability to
prioritize effectively and
meet deadlines. Clear
writing skills and an ability
to tailor writing style to
audience & project brief.
Excellent  networking
and interpersonal skills.
Ability to work effectively
with culturally diverse
team members from
various disciplines, and
in a fast-paced team
environment. Strong IT
skills including MS Word,
Excel, PowerPoint,
Adobe Creative Suite.
Flexible approach to
working outside normal
office hours, particularly
when called upon to
support country teams or
meet deadlines. Ability to
manage document filing
and analyze, organize
and integrate detailed
information clearly,
quickly, and consistently.
Desirable Master’s
degree in related field.
Desktop publishing,
graphicdesignandrelated
IT proficiency. Experience
development media
relations. Publishing or
editing experience. Job
Title: Communications
Officer (1 Post) Location:
Yangon. Qualification/
competencies
Essential Bachelor’s
degree in journalism,
communications or other
related field. At least 1
year work experience
in communications or

publishing, preferably
with an international
organisation. Myanmar

language fluency and
high proficiencyin English
writing and speaking.
Excellent organizational
and time-management
skills, with an ability to
prioritize effectively and
meet deadlines. Clear
writing skills and an ability
to tailor writing style to
audience & project brief.
Excellent interpersonal
skills. Ability to work
effectively with culturally
diverse team members
from various disciplines,
and in a fast-paced team
environment. Strong IT
skills including MS Word,
Excel, PowerPoint,Adobe
Creative Suite. Flexible
approach to working
outside normal office
hours, particularly when
called upon to support
country teams or meet
deadlines.  Ability to
manage document filing
and analyze, organize
and integrate detailed
information clearly,
quickly, and consistently.
Desirable Desktop
publishing, graphic
design and related IT
proficiency. Publishing
or editing experience.
Applicants should submit
their Application letter,
current CV with complete
contact details & 3
professional referees and
copy of any testimonies
in a sealed envelope
address to U Htwe Din,
HR.and Admin.Manager,
HelpAge Myanmar,
No. 10, Kanbawza
Ave.,  Shwetaunggya
Ward One, Bahan Tsp.,
Yangon or email to
hr.helpagemyanmar@
gmail.com. Deadline for
all applications: 2 May
2013. (Encouraged early
submission of application
ascandidates canbehired
before the deadline) Only

be invited for interview.
Date 11-4-2013
SOLIDARITES
Intl is seeking (1)
Administrative Officerin
Monywa, Sagaing Region
: 2 years experience
in INGO or private
organization. Fluent in
English & Myanmar.
Knowledge of MS office
. Good at both in English
Myanmar typing skill. Pls
submit application (CV,
Cover letter, references)
to: hr.solidarites.mm@
gmail.com & copy to :
mon.admin@solidarites-
myanmar.org or in hard to
Ei Ei Phyu at Solidarites
Int'l Dry Zone office: 130,
ZawTiKaSt, Yankin,Aung
Thu Kha Ward, Monywa,
Sagaing Region. Closing
date : 30.4.2013.
SOLIDARITES Int'l (SI)
is seeking Logistics
Manager in Monywa/
Sagaing Division: 3 years
experience in Logistics
field with INGO/ NGO.
University Degree or
Diploma (preferably
in Logistics Or related
proven experience in
similar area.). Knowledge
of IT management &
MS office. Pls submit
application (CV, cover
letter, references) to
Logistics  Coordinator,
Yangon Logistics Unit -
Solidarites Int'l office : 44-
A, Tharyarwaddy Lane,
Bahan, or per email:
recruitment@solidarites-
myanmar.org
SOLIDARITES Int'l
(Sl) is seeking (1)
Administrative
Supervisor in Myebon,
Rakhine State:
Academic background
in Management, finance
or accounting studies.
Fluent in English &
Myanmar.  Computer
knowledge: MS Windows
XP/7, MS Office. (2)
Agriculture Supervisor
in  Myebon, Rakhine
State: Agriculture degree,
2 years professional
experience in  INGO.
Good level in English.
Good computer skills. Pls
submit application (CV,
cover letter, references)
to HR Department
Solidarites  Int'l/  Or
drop application on an
envelope at Solidarites
Int'l office 44(A),
Tharyarwaddy  Lane,
Bahan, Yangon or email:
hr.solidarites.mm@
gmail.com, Mye.admin.
super@solidarites-
myanmar.org and cc: to
rks.adminassist.stw@
solidarites-myanmar.org.
Closing date: 30" April
2013.

SOLIDARITES Int'l (SI)
is seeking Agriculture
Officer in Myebon,
Rakhine State: 1 year
experience in INGO.
Humanitarian values &
strong motivation for work
with Intl Humanitarian
Organization.Understand
the  knowledge  of
English, Computer &
reporting  skills. Pls
submit application (CV,
cover letter, references)
to the attention of: HR
Department Solidarites
Intl/  Or drop your
applicationonanenvelope
atSolidarites Int'l officein-
U Outta Ma Rd, Thae Tan
Qtr, Myebon. or per email
to mye.admin.super@
solidarites-myanmar.
org, hr.solidarites.mm@
gmail.com, cc: to rks.
adminassist.stw@
solidarites-myanmar.
Closing date: 30" April
2013.

MEDECINS Sans
Frontieres is seeking
Coordinator 1 post -
Myanmar Emergency
Response  Unit in
Yangon: Medical/ para-
medical degree with Full
and current registration/
license with relevant
professional body.
Previous experience in
conducting assessments
& emergency response.
Fluent in  Myanmar.
Excellent command
of English. Pls send
application letter, CV &
passport photo, copies of

references to: HR Officer.
Medecins sans Frontieres
- Switzerland (MSF-CH).
101, Dhamazedi Rd,
Kamaryut. Email: msfch-
rangoon-web@geneva.
msf.org, Ph: 502509,
526194, (PIs send in
Microsoft Word or PDF
format & clearly mention
the job title in subjectif you
applyonline. Closingdate:
19* April 2013.

MEDECINS Sans
Frontieres is seeking
Midwife - 2 posts in
Sittwe, Rakhine: Midwife
Diploma certificate.
Previous work experience
as nurse-midwife. Able to
speak local language
& with English highly
appreciated. Pls send
application letter, CV &
passport photo, copies of
education qualifications
& references to: MSF-
Holland/ AZG (Yangon
Coordination). No.62A,
Bawdiyeiktha-Thanlwin
Rd, Bahan. or through
msfh.myanmar.
recruitment@gmail.com,
Closing date: 21t April,
2013.

THE FRENCH Red Cross
(FRC) is seeking Watsan
Project Coordinator 1
post in Yangon: Relevant
university degree. 5
years experience inwater,
hygiene & sanitation field.
Experience knowledge of
PHAST&Community-Led
Total Sanitation methods.
Computer literacy in
both Myanmar & English.
Applications (including CV
& references) submitted
emailtoFrenchRed Cross
Office :fin.mgr.myanmar.
fre@gmail.com, Cc: hod.
myanmar.frc@gmail.
com, hr.officer.myanmar.
frc@gmail.com,  Only
English application will be
considered. Closingdate:
April 26" 2013.

AMDA is seeking (1)
CDF (Community
Development Facilita
tor) for the "Maternal &
Child Health Program"” in
Kokang Self-administered
Zone: Minimum
high school level of
government school (10"
Standard passed). Fluent
in Kokang & Myanmar
(reading &writing), Fluent
inPalaungorMyaungZee
(PaeZu)ismoreeligible. 1
year experience. (2) Asst
Field Logistician for the
"Maternal & Child Health
Program” in Kokang
Self-administered Zone,
Northern Shan State:
Basic Education (high
school) level passed.
Priorexperienceinlogistic
and warehouse keeping
preferred. Good computer
skills. Good language
skills in Myanmar & local
language suchasKokang.
Pls enclose C.V, copies of
testimonials (references)
& passport photo to
Senior Officer, Admin/
Finance Unit, AMDA
Myanmar Country Office,
19B, Thukhawaddy Rd,
Yankin. Tel: 578353,
Email: amda@mptmail.
netmm Closing date :
25th April 2013.

MEDECINS du Monde
(MDM) is seeking Field
Administratorin Pyapon
:University Degree.
Experience in related
position; experience
with intl NGO is an
advantage. Myanmar &
English fluently spoken
& written. Pls submit
CV & a cover letter to
MDM Yangon Office.
16, Kan Yeik Thar St,
Mayangone, Yangon. Ph:
662 604, 723 654, Email:

hr.mdmmyanmar@gmail.
com

MEDECINS du Monde
(MDM) is  seeking
Secretary/ Cashier
in Pyapon: University
Degree. Experience
in related position;
experience with int'l

NGO is an advantage.
Fluent in Myanmar &
English. Good knowledge
of computing, typing &
professionalinaccounting
procedures. Accurate,
reliable, strong social
skills, common sense,
pro-active. Knowledge

townshipisan advantage.
Pls submit CV & a cover
letter to MDM Yangon
Office. 16, Kan Yeik Thar
St, Mayangone. Ph: 662
604, 723 654, Email: hr.
mdmmyanmar@gmail.
com

SOLIDARITES Intl is
seeking (1) Monitoring
& Evaluation Officer
in Monywa, Sagaing
Division: Previous
experience in a M&E
position. Good in
English (interview will be
conducted in English).
Understanding of Water,
Sanitation & Hygiene an
asset. (2) Construction

Technician (Water
Facility =~ Construction
Officer) in  Monywa,

Sagain Region: Specific
technical knowledge &
experienceinconstruction
of small scale community
infrastructures (especial
ly water collection and
supply facilities). Previous
experience in supervising
Cash for work or similar
activities is considered as
anadvantage. Knowledge
of the Dry Zone & the
projectareais considered
as an advantage. Driving
license & ability to
drive motorbikes. (3)
Civil Engineer (Water
Facility =~ Construction
Manager) in Monywa,
Sagaing Division: Civil
Engineer Degree, 4
years experience in civil
engineering. Knowledge
oftheDryZone&theproject
area is considered as an
advantage. Very good
reporting skills. Excellent
in English (interview
will be conducted in
English). Good computer
skills & ideally competent
in engineering software
(e.g. AutoCAD, GIS).
Pls submit application
to: hr.solidarites. Mm@
gmail.com or in hard
copy to Seint Sandar Yu
at Solidarites Int'l office
- 44(A), Tharyarwaddy
Lane, Bahan. Closing
date: 19.4.2013

Local Position

CHARLTONS Legal
Consulting Limited
practice covers a wide
range of corporate
transactions  including
corporate finance,
restructurings,  capital
markets, securities,

funds and M&A. We
offer interesting work
and excellent prospects.
Now we are seeking
(1) Legal Translator
(Myanmar to English/
English to Myanmar)
:University degree holder
in relevant field or higher
diploma in translation
or languages 2 years
experience of translating
legal documents from
Myanmar to English
and vice versa preferred
Familiar with legal terms
and regulations. Fluent
in English and Myanmar.
Good knowledge of
MS Office applications.
Experience in translation
of listing prospectuses
and similar documents is
an advantage (2) Legal
Research ~ Assistant/
Paralegal University
degree holder in law,
2 years experience
with  research  work
preferred, Experience in
conducting in-depth legal
research and compile,
information, Fluent in
English and Myanmar,
Good knowledge of MS
Office applications. (3)
Accountant : University
degree holder in
accounting or related
field, 3 years experience
in related field preferred,
Fluent in English
and Myanmar, Good
knowledge of MS Office
and Excel. Pls send a full
CV (clearly identifying the
postyou apply) to Head of
Management, Charltons
Legal Consulting
Limited, 116-A, Inya
Rd, Kamayut, Yangon.
Email:myanmar@
charltonslaw.com.

(1).OFFICE MANAGER
(or) Office Admin 1

graduate preferred but
not necessary).Good
in English. Comfortable
with  computers and
have working knowledge
of Microsoft Office. Be
extremely well organized.
Efficient at executing
tasks.  Able to muilti-
task. (2).Marketing - 1
Post : Graduate (Foreign
graduate preferred but
not necessary) . Good in
English. Result oriented;
must be able to make
things happen, meet
set targets . Must enjoy
and natural at selling
and explaining products/
services. Able to cold
call potential customers
and go out on marketing
campaigns (mostly will
be within Yangon) . Any
experience of education
related marketing will be
looked atfavorablyorhave
a passion for education.
Other terms, applicable
for both posts: 6 working
days per week. 3 month
probation period during
which salary will be 20%
lower than agrees salary.
Pls submit application
CV, 2 passport photo with
necessary documents to
HR Dept : 380, 10 th fIr
. FMI Center, Bogyoke
Aung San Rd, Pabedan,
Closing date: 30-4-2013.
WE are currently seeking
(1). Sales & Marketing
Executive - M/F 1 Post
: Any graduate, Good
command of English,
Software  skills  (2).
Customer Service
Executive - M/F 1 Post
. Any Graduate, Good
command of English,
Software skills. (3). Data
Entry - M/F 1 post :
Any graduate, Excellent
software skil, Good
typing skill (Myanmar
English) (4).Driver - M
1 post : Age 30 ~ 50. Pls
submit application letter
with personal details,
qualification details,
along with copies of
related documents, 1
passport photo to Vinco
Intl Shipping Co.,Ltd :
Rm.902, 9th FiIr, Strand
Rd, Ahlone Tower,
Ahlone. Ph: 212707, 09-
4200-74913 or via email
bduvinco@gmail.com
Closing date: 30th April,
2013.

RISK Management &
Assurance Analyst 2
Posts : Tertiary qualifica
tions in  Accounting,
Finance, Commerce (or)
Economics. Membership
with professional,
Accounting (or) Auditing
Associations. Skill
requirement Ability
to perform end to end
financial & operational
reviews. Sound
understanding of Risk
management framework,
Audit methodologies &
process improvement
principles. Fluent English
must be able to write
review findings present
to senior management in
English. Comprehensive
computer skills
(Accounting  Software,
MS office Word, Excel,
PowerPoint ). Able to type
Myanmar and English.
Minimum working
experience professional
experience in either
accounting Auditing
(or) related positions.
Pls submit application
with detail & complete
curriculum  vitae, 2
passport photo  with
necessary documents to
HR Dept 380, 10 th fIr
. FMI Center, Bogyoke
Aung San Rd, Pabedan.
Closing date : 30-4-2013.
APPLE ION Co.ltd is
seeking  (1)Manager
- 1 post (2)Marketing
Executive - 2 posts (3)
Marketing Staff - 5
posts (4)Driver-1 post (5)
Web designer - 1 post.
Position (1 to 4) are for
Real Estate services
and all applicants must
be graduated and good
in health, self-motivated
and active to work in less
of supervision. Driver
mustpossess validdriving
licence and able to drive
with good skill in Yangon

are for web developing
andon-line services. Male
orfemale are welcome for
all position (except Driver
post) & age between 25 ~
40. Relevant experience
and expertise will be good
advantage.  Selected
candidates will be offered
good salary plus good
commensurate package
&otherbenefitsdependon
performance.Pls submitto
via email:Saisimonsai@
gmail.com

SUPER LUCK
Construction is seeking
(1) Account Executive
: B.Com/Dip in L.C.C.I
Level Ill, Age under 45,
3 ~ 5 years experience in
construction sector, Good
in English (reading &
writing), computer literate,
able to use internet/email/
fax, Microsoft Office ,
Skillful in computerized
accounting, Able to
prepare financial situation
report (2)Administration
Clerk : Any graduate,
Age under 45, 3 years
experience in a related
field , Fluent in English
for speaking, reading and
writing, Computer literate,
able to use internet/email/
fax, Microsoft Office, Able
to travel and work. 139,
Damazedi Rd, Bahan.
Ph:  09-430-32729.
NETSYS SOLUTIONS is
seeking (1) Customer

Support Engineer
: Degree/Advanced
Diploma in Computer
Science or |.T. related
studies, 3 ~ 5 years
experience in Windows
Server, ie. Active

Directory, DHCP, DNS,
FTP & TCP/IP/Red Hat
administration & support
would be advantageous.
Practical experience
in the installation,
configuration, upgrading
and troubleshooting of
I.T. systems such as
Microsoft Exchange and
Firewall. Knowledge and
experience in VMwarewill
be advantageous. 3-5
years of networking
experience. Fresh
graduates are welcomed.
(2)Hardware Support
Engineer : Understand
& converse in English.
1 to 2 years experience
in providing end user
support. Experience
in basic networking.
Troubleshoot and resolve
hardware and software
issues for desktops and
printers. Knowledge of
Macintosh/Linux  will
be advantageous. (3)
General Admlnlstratorl
Receptionist
Understand & converse
in English. Diploma
& above. Proficient in
Microsoft  Office. Pls
send resume to admin@
netsys.com.mm  with
recent photo, expected
pay and availability.
REGENCY Material
Trading Co.,Ltd. SANY

Heavy Mechinery
(Myanmar Branch) is
seeking (1)Service
Engineer - M 15
Posts : BE / B.Tech/
A.G.TI (Mechanical/
Electrical),  Myanmar
national citizenship, 1

year experience, Good
communication  skills,
both written and orally,
Able to work in any
location of Myanmar
which is assigned to,
Excellent interpersonal,
coordination, negotiat
jon & presentation skills,
(2).Marketing Executive
- M 3 Posts (2 Posts
in Yangon, 1 Post in
Mandalay):  Preferred
BE/B.Tech (Mechanical),
Myanmar national,

years experiences in
Machinery field,Good
communication  skills
(written & orally), Possess
Driving license and can
drive, Can travel to
any place of Myanmar
which is needed to, For
Mandalay Position, who
can stay in Mandalay.
Interested  candidates
should apply with CV with
photo, copy of registration
card & other relative
documents to (45/46),
Bahosi  Development,

Ph : 09 43073537,
09- 431-07758, Email :

sanymyanmar@gmail.
com. Closing date : 30th
April 2013.

URGENTLY  Needed-
Experience Chef
Needed for cooking

Myanmar food & Chinese
food. Intrest person Pls
Contact: 09-506-1232,
09-730-65958 or apply in
personBldg5,Rm1, Pyay
Rd, 8th Mile, Mayangone.
(Back of Min Min Store)
AQUALAND company
are looking for (1). Sr
Accountant - M/F 1
post : Graduate in any
discipline,LCCI level 3
and/or MYOB, 2 years
experience in account
field. (2). Cashier - M/F
1 post (3). Sales Staff -
M/F 20 posts (4). Sales
Supervisor-M/F 5 posts
(5). Sales Manager - M/F
1post(6). Inventory -M/F
1post(7).Administrative
staff - M/F 2 posts (8).HR
Executive - M/F 2 posts
(9).Driver - M 3 posts
(10).Driver-In Charge
- M1 post. For 2&6:
Graduateinanydiscipline,
1 years experience. For
, 4 & 5 : Graduate in
any discipline, 2 years
experience. For 7 & 8 :
Graduateinanydiscipline,
2 years experience. Must
be computer literate (10)
Driver - M 3 post . Pls
submit CV with a recent
photo, Labor registration
card, copy of NRC, & all
the supportingdocuments
toDa80,Kanbawzalane,
Bahan. Ph: 514408,
512474 .Closing date : 30
April 2013.
TECHNICAL Service
Manager - M/F 1 Post:
With degree in B.Vsc,
Age 35 ~ 50, Able to
travel, 5 years experience
in poultry farming, fluent
in  English (Writing
memos, letter, reports,
Computer proficiency.
Pls submit CV detailing
experience & skills to
17(F), Aung Theikdi Rd,
Aung Tha Pyay Yeik Thar,
Mayangone, Ph: 09-505-
3488, 662796.
SAKURA TOWER seeks
qualified  applications
as follows (1)Sales
Executive F 1 post, (2)
Air Con Technician -M
1 post. Pls contact #0505,
Sakura Tower, Yangon.
Ph: 255255,
(1) BUSINESS Develop
ment Manager - M/F 1
Post in Yangon. (2) Asst
Business Development
Manager - M/F 1 Post
in Yangon. (3) Asst:
HR Manager - F 1 Post
in Yangon. (4) Admin
Officer - M 1 Post. (5)
Executive Secretary
- M/F 1 Post. (6) Chief
Accountant - M/F 1 Post
(7) Driver - 3 Posts. Pls
submit an application
letter with  updated
resume, clear details of
qualification, a passport
photo, a copy of NRC &
labor registration card,
work experience to date,
contact Ph & otherrelated
& supportive documents
to Myanmar Offshore Ltd,
HR Department, No.77,
Pyi Htaung Su Avenue
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon,
Myanmar. Email: ssa@
myanmaroffshoreltd.
com;  tps@myanmar
offshoreltd.com;
SPA/FMI is hiring highly
motivated staff in the
following positions
for its Mitsubishi
Service Station. Prior
experience in respective
field required. English
knowledge required for
all administrative posts.
(1) Mechanics 10 posts
(2) Accountant 2 posts
(3)Parts manager 1 post
(4)Service advisor 1 post
(5)Service receptionist
2 posts (6)Workshop
manager 1 post. Pls send
CV’swithcontactdetailsto
HR Department:380, 10th
flr. FMI Center, Bogyoke
Aung San Rd, Pabedan,
or email: yinwaihtun85@
gmail.com. Pls indicate
Mitsubishi Service
Station clearly on your
application. Closing date
:30-4-2013 .
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EMBASSIES

Australia 88, Strand
Road, Yangon. tel :
251810, 251797, 251798,
251809, 246462, 246463,
fax: 246159

The Essentials

Indonesia 100,
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha
Road, Yangon. tel:
254465, 254469, 229750,
fax: 254468, email: kukygn
(@indonesia.com.mm

Bangladesh 11-B, Than
Lwin Road, Yangon.

tel: 515275, 526144,

fax: 515273, email:
bdootygn@mptmail.net.
mm

Brazil 56, Pyay Road,
6™ mile, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. tel: 507225,
507251, 507482.

fax: 507483. email:
Administ.yangon(d
itamaraty.gov.br.

Brunei 17, Kanbawza
Avenue, Golden Velly (1),
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

tel: 566985, 503978,

fax: 512854 email:
bruneiemb(@ bruneiemb.
com.mm

Cambodia 25 (3B/4B),
New University Avenue
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
tel: 549609, 540‘564,

fax: 541462, email:
RECYANGON @mptmail.
net.mm

China 1, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
tel: 221280, 221281,
224025, 224097, 221926,
fax: 227019, 228319

Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
tel: 222886, 222887,
fax: 222865, email: egye
mbyangon@mptmail.
net.mm

France 102, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
tel: 212178, 212520,
212523, 212528, 212532,
fax: 212527, email:
ambaf rance. rangoun@d
diplomatie.fr

Germany 9, Bogyoke
Aung San Museum
Road, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. tel: 548951,
548952, fax: 548899
email: infoldrangun.
diplo.de

India 545-547, Merchant
Street, Yangon. tel:
391219, 388412,

243972, fax: 254086,
250164, 388414, email:
indiaembassy @mptmail.
net.mm

Israel 15, Khabaung
Street, Hlaing Tsp,
Yangon. tel: 515115, fax:
515116, email: info@
yangon.mfa.gov.il

Italy 3, Inya Myaing
Road, Golden Valley,
Yangon. tel: 527100,
527101, fax: 514565,
email: ambyang.mail@
esteri.it

Japan 100, Natmauk
Road, Yangon. tel:
549644-8, 540399,
540400, 540411, 545988,
fax: 549643

Embassy of the State of

Kuwait Chatrium Hotel,

Rm: No.416, 418, 420, 422,
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe
Tsp, Tel: 544500.

North Korea 77C,

Shin Saw Pu Road,
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
tel: 512642, 510205, fax:
510206

South Korea 97
University Avenue,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
tel: 527142-4, 515190,
fax: 513286, email:
myanmar(dmofat.go.kr

Lao A-1, Diplomatic
Quarters, Tawwin Road,
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. tel:
222482, fax: 227446,
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm

Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu
Yeiktha Road, Yangon.
tel: 220248, 220249,
220251, 220230,

fax: 221840, email:
mwkyangon@mptmail.
net.mm

Nepal 16, Natmauk
Yeiktha, Yangon. tel:
545880, 557168, fax:
549803, email: nepemb
@mptmail.net.mm

Pakistan A-4, diplomatic
Quarters, Pyay Road,
Yangon. tel: 222881
(Chancery Exchange)
fax: 221147, email:
pakistan@ myanmar.
com.mm

Philippines 50, Sayasan
Road, Bahan Tsp,
Yangon. tel: 558149-151,
fax: 558154, email: p.e.
yangon{dgmail.com

Russian 38, Sagawa
Road, Yangon. tel:
241955, 254161,

fax: 241953, email:
rusinmyan@mptmail
.net.mm

Serbia No. 114-A, Inya
Road, P.0.Box No.
943-Yangon. tel: 515282,
515283, fax: 504274,
email: serbemb(@
yangon.net.mm

Singapore 238,
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. tel: 559001,
fax: 559002, 559922,
email: singemb_ ygn(@_
sgmfa. gov.sg

Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win
Road, Yangon. tel:
222812, fax: 221509,
email: slembassy.
yangon{dgmail.com,
info@slembyangon.org,
www.slembyangon.org

Thailand 94 Pyay Road,
Dagon Township,
Yangon. tel: 226721,
226728, 226824, fax:
221713

United Kingdom 80 Kan-
na Road, Yangon. tel:
370867, 380322, 371852,
371853, 256438, 370863,
370864, 370865,

fax: 370866

United States of
America 110, University
Avenue, Kamayut
Township, Yangon. tel:
536509, 535756, 538038,
fax: 650306

Vietnam Building No. 72,
Thanlwin Road, Bahan
Township, Yangon. tel:
511305, fax: 514897,
email: vnemb myr(@
cybertech.net.mm

Royal Embassy of Saudi
Arabia N0.287/289, U
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung
Tsp. tel : 01-536153,
516952, fax : 01-516951

UNITED NATIONS

ILO Liaison Officer Rm
(M1212~1220), 12 FL-A,
Traders Hotel. 223, tel: 242
393, 242811 fax: 242594.

I0M 12th Flr, Traders Hotel,
223, tel: 252560 ext. 5002

UNAIDS Rm: (1223~1231), 12

FL, Traders Hotel. tel: 252361,

252362, 252498. fax: 252364.

UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St,
Mayangone tsp. tel: 666903,
664539 fax: 651334,

UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.

UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd,
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.

UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd,
Sanchaung tsp. tel: 524022,
524024. fax 524031.

UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 FL,
Traders Hotel.tel: 254852,
254853.

UNIC 6, Natmauk St., BHN
tel: 52910~19

UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, KTDA.
tel: 375527~32, fax: 375552
email: unicef.yangon(@unicef.
org, www.unicef.org/myanmar.

UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd.,
Ward 7, MYGN. tel: 666903,
660556, 660538, 660398,

664539, fax: 651334. email:

fo.myanmar@unodc.org www.

unodc.org./myanmar/

UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3
floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda
Rd, Mayangone Tsp. tel: 951-
657281~7. Fax: 657279.

UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O.
Box 650, TMWE tel: 542911~19,
292637 (Resident Coordinator),
fax: 292739, 544531.

WEFP 37-flr, Inya Lake Hotel,

37, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. tel:

657011~6 (6-lines)
Ext: 2000.

WHO 12A FL, Traders Hotel.
tel:250583.

ASEAN Coordinating Of. for
the ASEAN Humanitarian
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st,
Dagon Township. Ph: 225258.

FAO Myanma Agriculture
Service Insein Rd, Insein.
tel: 641672, 641673.

fax: 641561.

Emergency Numbers

E& Ambulance #tel: 295133.

¥ Fire otel: 191, 252011, 252022.
#= Police emergency #tel: 199.
== Police headquarters #tel: 282541, 284764.
% Red Cross #:tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch #tel:298651

Department of Post & Telecommunication #tel: 591384,

591387.
Immigration #tel: 286434,

Ministry of Education #tel:545500m 562390

Ministry of Sports @tel: 370604, 370605

Ministry of Communications #tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication [MPT] wtel: 067-

407007.

Myanma Post & Tele-communication [Accountant Dept)

artel: 254563, 370768.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs #tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health @tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee #tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS

Central Women'’s Hospital #tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital =tel: 221421, 222807

Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital #tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency) #tel: 420096.
Worker’'s Hospital #tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital @tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.

Yangon General Hospital (East] #tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.

Yangon General Hospital (New) =tel: 384493, 384494,

384495, 379109.

Yangon General Hospital (West) #tel: 222860, 222861,

220476.

Yangon General Hospital (YGH] =tel: 256112, 256123,

281443, 256131.
ELECTRICITY

Power Station #tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office

39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). #=tel:

285499.

=4 INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport #tel: 662811.

¥ YANGON PORT

Shipping (Coastal vessels] wtel: 382722

=" RAILWAYS
Railways information
wtel: 274027, 202175-8.

General Listing

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

Avenue 64 Hotel

No. 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon.

09 8631392, 01 656913-9

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.

Tel : (951) 546313,
430245. 09-731-77781~4.
Fax : (01) 546313.
www.cloverhotel.asia.
info@cloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn

4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut,
tel: 525781, 526872

ad

Cden Sulace Fotel

No. (356/366), Kyaikkasan
Rd, Tamwe Township,
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 542826, Fax: 545650
Email: reservation@d
edenpalacehotel.com

Hotel Yangon

91/93, 8" Mile Junction,
Mayangone. tel : 01-667708,
667688.

Inya Lake Resort Hotel
37 Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.

MGM Hotel No (160), Warden

Street, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon,

Myanmar. +95-1-212454~9.
www. hotel-mgm.com

&) PANDA
T hotel

No. 205, Corner of Wadan
Street & Min Ye Kyaw
Swa Road, Lanmadaw
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar.
Tel: (95-1) 212850 ~ 3,
229358 ~ 61,
Fax: (95-1) 212854,
infoldmyanmarpandahotel
.com  http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar

33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon tsp.

tel: 250388. fax: 252478.
email: enquiry.prygn(d
parkroyalhotels.com
Website: parkroyalhotels.

Royal White Elephant Hotel
No-11, Kan Street, Hlaing
Tsp. Yangon, Myanmar.
(+95-1) 500822, 503986.
www.rwehotel.com

Savoy Hotel

129, Damazedi Rd,
Kamayut tsp.

tel: 526289, 526298,

Seasons of Yangon
Yangon Int'l Airport
Compound. tel: 666699.

Sweet Hotel
73, Damazedi Road, San
Chaung Tsp, Ph: 539152

Sedona Hotel
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin. tel: 666900.

Strand Hotel
92 Strand Rd. tel: 243377.
fax: 289880.

Summit Parkview Hotel
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966.

Thamada Hotel

5, Alan Pya Phaya Rd,
Dagon. tel: 243639,
243640, 243641.

Traders Hotel
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel:
242828. fax: 242838.

Windsor Hotel No.31, Shin
Saw Pu Street, Sanchaung.
Yangon, Myanmar.

Ph: 95-1-511216~8, www.
hotelwindsoryangon.com

Winner Inn

42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387.
email: reservation@winner
innmyanmar.com

Yangon YMCA
263, Mahabandoola Rd,
Botataung Tsp. tel: 294128,

Yuzana Hotel

130, Shwegondaing Rd,
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600,
543367

Yuzana Garden Hotel

44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp,
tel : 01-248944

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAy Py Taw)

ROYAL KUMUDREA HOTEL
(Nay Pyi Taw)

Reservation Office (Yangon)
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,
Dagon Township
Tel  : 951-255819-~838
Royal Kumudra Hotel,
(Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel  :067-414177,
067- 4141 88
E-Mail:
maxhotelsreservation(@
gmail.com

_ A% Mamaen g Max Hotels

Golden Hill Towers
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda
Rd, Bahan Tsp.

tel: 558556. ghtower(@
mptmail.net.mm.

Marina Residence

8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Mayangone Tsp.

tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.

MiCasa Hotel Apartments
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp.

tel: 650933. fax: 650960.

Sakura Residence
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.
tel: 525001, fax: 525002.

The Grand Mee Ya Hta
Executive Residence

372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Pabedan Tsp.

tel 951-256355 (25 lines).

AIR CONDITION

Chigo
216, 38 St (Upper],
Kyauktada Tsp, tel : 373472

FRF4SH

Air Conditioning Systems

The First Air conditioning
systems designed to keep
you fresh all day GUNKUL
Engineer supply Co., Ltd.
No.437 (A], Pyay Road,
Kamayut. P, 0 11041
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1)
502016-18,

Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel:
067-420778, E-mail :
sales.ac(dfreshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

General

83-91, G-F, Bo Aung Kyaw
St, Kyauktada Tsp,

tel : 706223, 371906

BARS

50t Street
9/13, 50th street-lower,
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.

ACCOMMODATION

e
{OTEI ui\

Chswsersgy Thoes Fassodh

Reservation Office (Yangon)

123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd,

Dagon Township

Tel  :951-255819~838

Hotel Max

(Chaung Tha Beach)

Tel  :042-423 46~9,
042-421 33,

E-mail:

maxhotelsreservation(d

gmail.com

_ A% Mamaen g Max Hotels

=
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Beer Gallery
Mini Zoo
Karamvid Oc-Yir Kalkar

Green Garden
Beer Gallery Mini Zoo,
Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.

INYA 1 Restaurant & Bar
No.(1), Inya Road,
Kamayut Tsp.

Tel: 01-527506

email: inyaone(dgmail.com
www.inyal.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

HAPPY HOMES

REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Tel: 09-7349-4483,
09-4200-56994.

E-mail: aahappyhomes(d
gmail.com, http://www.
happyhomesyangon.com

ey
Strand Bar 92, Strand
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar.
tel: 243377 fax: 243393,
sales(@thestrand.com.mm
www.ghmhotels.com

tha
OESY
Baw
Lobby Bar
PARKROYAL Yangon,
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp.
tel: 250388.
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ADVERTISING

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

SAIL

SAIL Marketing &
Communications

Suite 403, Danathiha Center
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820,
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar.
com

A Little Dayspa

No. 475 C, Pyi Road,
Kamayut, Yangon.
Tel: 09-431-28831.

Spa & Boutique Fashion

No. 24, Inya Road,

Kamaryut Township,

Yangon, Myanmar.

Tel: 951534 654,
09-73200147

theredscarf?9(@gmail.com

BOOK STORES

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

Coréana

Esthetic

Marina Residence, Yangon
Ph: 650651~4, Ext: 109
Beauty Plan, Corner of
77th St & 31st St, Mandalay
Ph: 02 72506

e
Innwa Book Store
No. 246, Rm.201/301, GF,
Pansodan Street [Upper
Block], Kyauktada Tsp.
Tel. 389838, 243216,
374324, 514387

b DR. FACE

Aesthetlc Medical Spa
5(C), Race Course Condo,
South Race Course Street,
Tarmwe, Yangon.

Mobile: 09-5202781
drface.aestheticldgmail.com

LS salon

Junction Square, 3rd floor.
Pyay Rd, Kamayut Tsp.
Tel 527242, ext 4001

' MOHHMENT
AJ_ " Ve
\Ewh-

* 150 Dhamazedi Rd.,
Bahan T/S, Yangon.

Tel: 536306, 537805.

* Room 308, 3rd Flr.,
Junction Center (Maw Tin),
Lanmadaw T/S, Yangon.
Tel: 218155, Ext. 1308.

« 15(B), Departure Lounge,
Yangon Int'l Airport.

* 45B, Corner of 26th &
68th Sts., Mandalay.
Tel: (02) 66197. Email:
yangon@monument-
books.com

;{(! /‘ (/;N/’(‘(,’
.J/))(J(/ﬂ///y @ 5%(/
La Source Beauty Spa
~80(A), Inya Rd,
Kamayut Tsp,

tel: 512 380, 511 252.
www.lasourcebeautyspa.com

MYANMARBOOKCENTRE
Nandawun Compound,
No. 55, Baho Road,
Corner of Baho Road

and Ahlone Road, (near
Eugenia Restaurant),
Ahlone Township. tel:

212 409, 221 271. 214708
fax: 524580. email:info(d
myanmarbook.com

?.i
Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road,
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011
[@gmail.com

CAFES

. 7.
BRASSERIE
La Brasserie (International)
PARKROYAL Yangon.
33, Alan Pya Phaya Road,
Dagon Tsp. tel : 250388.

Acacia Tea Salon
52, Sayar San Rd,

Bahan Tsp, Tel : 01-554739.

ELECTRICAL

Cafe47

47-A, Pyay Rd, 72 miles,
Mayangone Tsp,

Tel : 01-651774.

Traders Café

Traders Hotel, Yangon.
#223, Sule Pagoda Rd.
Tel: 242828 ext: 6519

COLD STORAGE

GLOV=R

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES PTE., LTERL

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical
Contractors, Designers,
Consultants.

Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828. E-mail: gei.ygn2@
gmail.com, glover2812@
gmail.com

GLOV=R

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES PTE., LTOU

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist,
Solar Hot Water Storage
Solutions.

Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828. E-mail: gei.ygn2@
gmail.com, glover2812@
gmail.com

FITNESS CENTRE

Traders Health Club.
Level b, Traders Hotel
Yangon#223 Sule Pagoda
Rd, Tel: 951242828 Ext: 6561

&

Balance Fitnesss

No 64 (G), Kyitewine
Pagoda Road, Mayangone
Township. Yangon
01-656916, 09 8631392
Email - info@

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Diamond Queen

75, 0o Yin Lane,

New University Avenue Rd,
Bahan Tsp.

Tel :01-548001, 704398

Diamond & Me
Junction Square,
Ground Floor,
Kamayut Tsp.

Tel :01-527242, (Ext : 1082)

CONSTRUCTION

e
ZAMILSTEEL
T—

total steel building solutions
Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,
7% miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
(95-1) 652502~04.
Fax (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

ENGINEERING balancefitnessyangon.com
@ | KETTLER
Surer MEGA Germarny

Evcauers Grour Co., Lin.

Qne-stoe Soiution e
Substalions, Lines & Swibchgears

il
Best Quality & Reasonable Price

193/197, Shu Khin Thar
Street, North Okkalapa
Industrial Zone, Yangon.
Tel: 951-691843~5, 951-
9690297, Fax: 951-691700
Email: supermega?%7@
gmail.com. www.
supermega-engg.com

Sports & Fitness

Grand Meeyahta

Executive Residence.

Shop 4-5,

Ph: 256355, Ext: 3015, 3204
09 731 94684

email: natraysports(dgmail.com

CONSULTING

THURA £ SWISS

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2
Miles, Pyay Rd. Yangon
Tel: +9510]1 654 730
infol@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

DUTY FREE

ENTERTAINMENT

FASO LATIND

Mr. Betchang

No.(272), Pyay Rd, DNH
Tower, Rm No.(503), 5th
flr, Sanchaung Tsp, Tel:
095041216

FLORAL SERVICES

“HOLA

..,, Dance Club & Bar
- No.94, Ground Floor,
== Bogalay Zay Street,

"‘,’: Botataung Tsp,

== Yangon.Tel: 392625,

= 09-500-3591

“=1 Email : danceclub.

:3 holal@gmail.com

: (Except Sunday)

Dream HWlorks vimiea

Duty Free Shops

Yangon International

A\rport Arrival/Departure
l: 533030 (Ext: 206/155)

Office: 17, 2" street,
Hlaing Yadanarmon Housing,
Hlaing Township, Yangon.
Tel: 500143, 500144, 500145.

FASHION & TAILOR

g]’.‘:‘ﬂ;\r}lﬂ _PLOWERS
FloralService & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN.
Tel: 541217, 559011,
09-860-2292.

Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43,
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18
422012~15, Ext: 235.

Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

A,

Al

MANAWMAYA
HOUSE OF JEWELS

Ruby & Rare Gems
of Myanamar
No. 527, New University
Ave., Bahan Tsp. Yangon.
sales@manawmaya.com.mm
Www.manawmayagems.com

Tel: 549612, Fax : 545770.

SPGEMS
Natural Gems of Myanmar
No. 30 (A), Pyay Road
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-660397, 654398~9.
E-mail: spgems.myanmar
[@gmail.com

4 MCOC

24 hours Cancer centre
No. (68], Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar

Tel :(951)9 666141
Fax :(951) 9 666135

mh

% LEG medicare

T 14 Pune Bl ol A e e

24 Hour International
Medical Centre [@
Victoria Hospital
No. 68, Tawwin Rd, 9 Mile,
Mayangon Township,
Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: + 951 651 238,
+ 959 495 85 955
Fax: +959 651 398
24/7 on duty doctor:
+959 49218 410
Website: www.leo.com.mm
" One Stop Solution for
Quality Health Care ~

Vibhavadi Hospital

214. st Floor,

Waizayanter Rd,
Thingangyun Tsp.Email:
vibhavadimyanmar [@gmail.
com, Hot line: 09-2011-772,
09-731-650-45, 09-86-250-86

PHIH-Specialist Clinic

FMI Centre (4th Floor)
#380, Bogyoke Aung San
Road, Pabedan Tsp. tel:
243010, 243 012, 243 013

GENERATORS

i 8feg -
L sr:.\r SHWE rauton &
Sein Shwe Tailor, No.797
(003-AJ, Bogyoke Aung
San Road, Corner of
Wardan Street, MAC
Tower 2, Lanmadaw
Township, Yangon, Ph:
01-225310, 212943~4
Ext: 146, 147, E-mail:
uthetlwin@gmail.com

Rosana

Flora Service & Gift Shop
No.173(B), West
Shwegonedaing Rd,
Bahan Tsp, YGN.

Tel: 09.731 800 30

No.75/77, Yaw Min Gyi St.
Dagon Tsp, YGN.
Tel: 09.431 432 34.

CALL US NOW: 392928, 392676

Buy space
for as little as

K.43200

 DEMTAL CLIMICS |

Dr Tun Tun Thwe 339, 2nd
Fl, Sakura Tower, Bogyoke

Home: 01-577 387,
Email: rosanafloral.ygn(@
gmail.com

winning\/,

Winning Way

No. 589-592, Bo Aung
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein
highway Road. Hlaing
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax:
951-645211, 545278.
e-mail: mkt-mtid
winstrategic.com.mm

aung San Bd, Kyauktada Tsp,
tel 255118, Web:
waw. dentist-myanmar.com

Micasa Dental Clinic 17,
Kabar Aye Pagoda Road,
Yankin nship, tel: 650933
(30 to 40).Ext: 171,

fax 29&138. email:
apgroup@mptmail . net.mm

| DRINKING WATER |
fo—

[

Kleen Drinking Water ma_
49th 5t, Pazundaung Tsp. tel
202926, 297659, ?‘:'.'-"q}"l

email: kleen@maco.com.mm

Dream Dlorks Limirea
I]uty FrEE Shnps
onal

204155

33030 [Ext

sty

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142
Summit Parkview Hotel,
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173
fax: 535376.email: sandy(@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

HEALTH SERVICES

+ Asia Faclhc

¥ Wiie i drred Dol

hetc Do

98(AJ, Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Bahan Township,
Yangon. Tel: 553783,
549152, 09-732-16940,
09-730-56079. Fax: 542979
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar(@gmail.com.

Wy

-
IE
HEALTH BRIDGE

LAW KA MET
Acupuncture, Medicine
Massage, Foot Spa
Add:No,27(A),Ywa Ma
Kyaung Street, Hlaing
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 01-511122, 526765.

HEAVY MACHINERY

KOHLER 0N |

ATC Co., Ltd.

27 (A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Yankin TSP:,
Yangon, Myanmar.
T&F: 665610, 667498

atc-admin@wimaxmail.net.mm

JCB

ATC Co., Ltd.

27 (A), Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road, Yankin TSP:,
Yangon, Myanmar.
T&F : 665610, 667498

atc-admin@wimaxmail.net.mm

HOME FURNISHING

Casabella

dBmmah
22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile,
Mayangone Tsp.
tel: 660769, 664363.

Franzo Living Mall

15 (A/5), Pyay Rd,

A-1, 9 Miles,
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 664026

FOAM SPRAY
INSULATION

COOL
SPFEED

FOAM SPRAY INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazuntaung Road,
Pazuntaung Tsp, Yangon.
Telefax : 01-203743, 09-
730-26245, 09-500-7681.

Hot Line-09-730-30825.

GAS COOKER &
COOKER HOODS

VwWeEnLna T

PIYAVATE

HOSPITAL
BANGKOK, THAILAND

Piyavate Hospital (Bangkok)
Myanmar Represent ative
(Head office)

Grand Mee Yahta
Executive Residences.
No0.372, Bogyoke Aung
San Rd, PBDN.

Ph: 256355, Ext: 3206.
Hotline: 09-7377-7799.
Email: piyavate(dcnt.com.
mm, piyavate.cnt@gmail.
com, Website: www.
piyavate.com

Rinnai
Yangon : A-3, Aung San
Stadium (North East Wing],
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.

el - 245543, 09-730-37772.
Mandalay : Room No.(B,C)
(National Gas), 35th St,
Btw 80th & 81st, Chanaye-
tharzan Tsp. Tel : 09-680-
3505, 02 34455, 36748, 71878.

Innnua+we

DirapHDET

24 hours Laboratory &
X-ray

No. [68] Tawwin Street,
9 Mile, Mayangone
Township, Yangon,
Myanmar.

Tel :(951)9 666141
Fax : (951) 9 666135

P

R

L5 WEVR RN ES TGN STE TP
European Quality &
Designs Furniture
Suitable for Outdoor or
Indoor Use

No. 422 - 426, FIVC
Centre, Ground Floor,
Room No. 4, Strand Road
(Corner of Botahtaung
Pagoda Road), Botahtaung
Township, Yangon 11161,
Myanmar.
Tel: 01202063, 01 202064
H.P: 09509 1673

Fax: 01202063

E-mail: contact@
smartdesignstrading.com
Website: www.
wovenfurnituredesigns.com

LEGAL SERVICE

U Min Sein, BSc, RA,
CPA.,RL Advocate of the
Supreme Court 83/14
Pansodan St, Yangon.

tel: 253 273.
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm
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MARINE
COMMUNICATION &

NAVIGATION

A L
Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

£ JOTUN

Jetun painis
Thalssd
TOP MARINE PAINT
No-410, Ground Floor,
Lower Pazundaung Road,
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

Media & Advertising

PLEASURE CRUISES

Intuitive Design,
Advertising, Interior
Decoration

Corporate logo/Identity/
Branding, Brochure/
Profile Booklet/ Catalogue/
Billboard, Corporate diary/
email newsletter/ annual
reports, Magazine, journal
advertisement and 3D
presentation and detailed
planning for any interior
decoration works. Talk to
us: (951) 430-897, 553-918
www.medialane.com.au
58B Myanma Gon Yaung
Housing, Than Thu Mar
Road, Tamwe, Yangon.

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui
Archipelago

4 Days, 6 Days, 8 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: infol@islandsafari
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

OFFICE FURNITURE

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels &
Cruises Ltd. Governor's
Residence 39C, Taw Win
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 229860

fax: (951) 217361. email:
RTMYGN@mptmail.net.mm
www.orient-express.com

(2]
centure
Monday to Saturday
(9am to 6pm)

No. 797, MAC Tower I,
Rm -4, Ground Flr,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar(@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

REAL ESTATE

Real Estate Agency

Our Services - Office,

House & Land (For Rent)

(Agent Fees Free)

Tel: 09-501-8250,
09-732-02480.

SCHENKER

Schenker (Thai) Ltd.
Yangon 59 A, U Lun
Maung Street. 7 Mile
Pyay Road, MYGN. tel:
667686, 666646 fax:
651250. email: sche
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

World Wide
Movers
b-" Myanmar

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel:
377263, 250582, 250032,
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

RESTAURANTS

ASHOKA

Lunch/Dinner/Catering
555539, 536174

Restaurant & Bar

No.430(A), Corner of
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden
Valley Rd, Building(2)
Market Place (City Mart],
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01—523840?Ext—309],
09-73208079.

Black Canyon Coffee &
International Thai Cuisine

330, Ahlone Rd, Dagon Tsp.

Tel: 0980 21691, 395052.

Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-731088%96

REMOVALISTS

= ASIAN TIGERS
MOBILITY

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower,
#44/56, Kannar Rd,
Botahtaung Tsp.

Tel: 250290, 252313.
Mail : infol@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

Heaven Pizza

38/40, Bo Yar Nyunt St.
Yaw Min Gyi Quarter,
Dagon Township.

Tel: 09-855-1383

EUR

Bld-A2, Gr-FL, Shwe
Gabar Housing, Mindama
Rd, Mayangone Tsp,
Yangon. email: eko-nr@
myanmar.com.mm

Ph: 652391, 09-731088%96

PAINT

World’s No.1 Paints &
Coatings Company

3 —_—
©Dulux
elt's colour

Sole Distributor

For the Union of
Myanmar Since 1995
Myanmar Golden Rock
International Co.,Ltd.

Level 6, FJV Commercial
Center, Botahtaung Tsp

Yangon. Ph-202092-96,
Fax: 202079

e

Lur_;unl:lur:,l M:,-._'ur'm._lr
wL Shipping & Logitcs Co. Lid

Legendary Myanmar Int’l
Shipping & Logistics Co.,
Ltd

No-9, Rm (A-4]), 3 Flr,
Kyaung St, Myaynigone,
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653,
516795.

Mobile. 09-512-3049.
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702,
7" Flr Danathiha Centre,
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288,
210 670, 227650. ext: 702.
Fax: 229212. email: crown
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

INYA 1 Restaurant & Bar
No.(1], Inya Road,
Kamayut Tsp.

Tel: 01-527506

email: inyaone(dgmail.com
www.inyal.com

Rotat

Kohaku Japanese
Restaurant

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6231

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997.
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.

http://leplanteur.net

Little Tokyo

168-C, Dhammazedi Road,
Bahan Tsp.

Tel: 09-731-85168, 09-731-
78946.

¢ L'OPERA

Italian Restaurant & Bar

Enchanting and Romantic,
a Bliss on the Lake

62 D, U Tun Nyein Road,
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976
Mob. 09-4210-34875
operayangon(dgmail.com
Www.operayangon.com

monseon

restamrant & har
yamgaenr
Monsoon Restaurant
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu
Road, Botahtaung Tsp.
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Pansweltaw Express Cafe:
228, Ahlone Rd, Ahlone Tsp.
Tel: 215363

(1)-Rm-309, 3flr, Ocean,
East Point Shopping Center,
Pazundaung Tsp.
Tel:397900 Ext: 309.
(2)-G-Flr, Ocean North
Point Shogpln Center.
Tel:652959,

652960, Ext: 133.

Royal Garden

Nat Mauk Road, Kandaw
Gyi Natural Park, Bahan
Tsp. tel: 546202

Signature

Near U Htaung Bo Round,
about Bahan Tsp.

tel: 546488, 543387.

Spicy Forest

Thai, Korean and
European Food
Rm-051/Basement-1 (B1),
Taw Win Center, Pyay Rd.
Tel : 09-7320-9566,
01-8600111 (1151)

Summer Palace (Chinese)
Restaurant

Level 2, Traders Hotel,
#223, Sule Pagoda Road.
tel: 242828. ext:6483

.f:"-j':rf' . ﬂ.’n’;

> -

The Ritz Exclusive
Lounge

Chatrium Hotel Royal
Lake Yangon

40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp, Ground
Floor, Tel: 544500

Ext 6243, 6244

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasal,
Tel; 666781,09-503-9139
2. WASABI SUSHI : Market
Place by City Mart (1¢
Floor). Tel; 09-430-67440
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)
JunctionMawtin(CityMart)

SANITARY WARE

Grohe

79-B3/B3,

East Shwe Gone Dine,
Near SSC Women's
Center, Bahan Tsp.
Tel : 01 401083,
09-73056736.

SCHOOLS

1§ HORIZON INT'L

§ EDUCATION CENTER
Horizon Int’l School
25, Po Sein Road, Bahan
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795,
551796, 450396~7.
fax : 543926, email :
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

ILBC

180, Thunandar 9th Lane,
Thumingalar Housing,
Thingungyung.tel: 562401.

ILBCIGCSE SCHOOL
No.(34), Laydauntkan
Road, Tamwe Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 542982, 545720,
549106,545736,400156
Fax: 541040

Email: info@ilbc.net.mm

www.ilbcedu.com

International School Yangon
20, Shwe Taung Kyar St,
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 512793.

.

The “Emporia

The Emporia Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel

Royal Lake Yangon

40, Natmauk Road,
Tamwe Tsp. Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6294

Singapore Intematicnal School

@R‘Ji Academy

Admissions Office:
Than Lwin Campus: 44,
Than Lwin Road, Bahan
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 951-
535433, 959-8503073.
Email: rviacademygn(@
rvcentre.com.sg
Website: www.rvcentre.
com.sg

Traders Gourmet Corner
Level 1, Traders Hotel,
#223 Sule Pagoda Road,
Kyauktada Tsp.

Tel : 242828 ext : 6503

Traders Gallery Bar
Level 2, Traders Hotel,
#223 Sule Pagoda Road.
tel: 242 828. ext: 6433

Traders Lobby Lounge
Level 1, Traders Hotel,
#223 Sule Pagoda Road.
tel: 242 828. ext: 6456

Western Park
Thakhin Mya Park, Ahlone.
Tel: 225143

Yangon International
School

Fully Accredited K-12
International Curriculum
with ESL support
No.117,Thumingalar
Housing, Thingangyun
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 578171, 573149
www.yismyanmar.net
Yangon International
School

New Early Childhood
Center

Pan Hlaing Golf Estate
Housing & U Tun Nyo
Street, Hlaing Thar Yar
Township, Yangon.

Tel: 687701, 687702

Streamline Education
24, Myasabai Rd, Parami,

Myangone Tsp. tel: 662304,

09-500-6916.

Ocean Supercentre

(North Point ), 9 Mile,
Mayangone Tsp. Tel: 651 200,
652963.

No.35(b), Tatkatho Yeik
Mon Housing,

New University Avenue,
Bahan Township, Yangon.
Tel: 951-549451, 557219,
540730.
www.yangon-academy.org

STEEL CONSTRUCTION

PEB

STEEL BUILDINGS
PEB Steel Buildings
21/5, Thirimingalar Avenue,
Kabaaye Pagoda Rd, Yankin
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 653410,
09-7325-7042, 09-515-
0332, 09-4016-01948.
marketing@pebsteel.com.
mm www.pebsteel.com.mm

SUPERMARKETS

Asia Light
106, Set Yone Rd.tel:
294074, 294083.

Capital Hyper Mart
14(E), Min Nandar Road,
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.

City Mart

(Aung San Branch] tel:
253022, 294765.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart

(47" St Branch)

tel: 200026, 298746.
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart

(Junction 8 Branch)
tel: 650778.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart
(FMI City Branch)
tel: 682323.

City Mart

[Yankin Center Branch)
tel: 400284.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart
(Myaynigone Branch)
tel: 510697.

(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

Pick ‘n’ Pay Hyper Market
Bldg (A,B,C], [14~16),
Shwe Mya Yar Housing,

Mya Yar Gone St,
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp.
Tel: 206001~3, Fax: 9000199

Sein Gay Har
44, Pyay Rd, Dagon Tsp.
Tel: 383812, 379823.

Super 1 (Kyaikkasan)

65, Lay Daunt Kan St,

Tel: 545871~73

Victoria

Shwe Pone Nyet Yeik

Mon, Bayint Naung Rd,
Kamaryut Tsp. Tel : 515136.

TRAVEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp.
tel: 211212, 223262.
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

=,

Car Rental with English
Speaking Driver.

(Safety and Professional
Services).

Tel : +95 9 2050107
robinsawnaingldgmail.com

WATER TREATMENT

Commercial scale
water treatment
(Since 1997)

Tel:  01-218437~38.

H/P:  09-5161431,
09-43126571.

39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

WATER HEATERS

City Mart

(Zawana Branch)
tel:564532.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

City Mart

(Shwe Mya Yar Branch)
tel: 294063.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

GARISTON

The Global leader in
Water Heaters

A/1, Aung San Stadium
East Wing, Upper
Pansodan Road.

Tel: 251033, 09-730-25281.

City Mart

(Chinatown Point Branch)
tel: 215560~63.

(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

City Mart

[Junction Maw Tin Branch)
tel: 218159.

(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)

- -
Rinnai
Water Heater

Same as Rinnai Gas

cooker and cooker Hood
Showroom Address

WEB SERVICES

City Mart
(Marketplace)

tel: 523840~43.

(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

City Mart

(78" Brahch-Mandalay)
tel: 02-71467~9.

(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)

IKON Mart
IKON Trading Co., Ltd.
No0.332, Pyay Rd, San

Chaung P.O (11111), Yangon,

Myanmar. Tel: 95-1-535-
783, 527705, 501429. Fax:
95-1-527705. Email: sales-
ikon@myanmar.com.mm

Junction Mawtin
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Cor
of Wadan St. Lanmadaw.

World-class Web
Services

Tailor-made design,
Professional research

& writing for Brochure/
Catalogue/e-Commerce
website, Customised
business web apps,
online advertisement and
anything online. Talk to
us: (951] 430-897, 553-918
www.medialane.com.au
58B Myanma Gon Yaung
Housing. Than Thu Mar

Road, Tamwe, Yangon.

CALL: 3326/6, 3823928

eMYANMARTIMES
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Indonesia

JAKARTA — Badminton-crazy Indonesia is
concerned a deadly bird flu outbreak could
claim an unlikely victim — the shuttlecock
—officials said April 9 after the government
banned imports of Chinese duck feathers.

Jakarta is to halt the import of all
Chinese poultry products, including dried
duck feathers used to make shuttlecocks,
after the new H7N9 bird flu strain killed
seven people and made 24 ill in eastern
China.

The Indonesian Badminton Association
(PBSI) said the decision could lead to a
dearth of shuttlecocks as 40 percent of
those used in the country are imported from
abroad, mainly from China.

“T hope the ban won’t last long as I'm
afraid that it will have an impact” on the
supply of shuttlecocks, PBSI spokesman
Ricky Subagja told AFP, adding professional
players in the country mainly used
shuttlecocks from China.

Indonesia is a former badminton
powerhouse but has seen its fortunes on
the international stage wane, with Chinese
shuttlers now dominating the sport.

Deputy Agriculture Minister Rusman
Heriawan confirmed on April 9 that
Indonesia had decided to halt the import of
all poultry products from China.

A second agriculture ministry official said
Indonesia imported dried duck feathers and
several other Chinese poultry products.
He added the ban was not in place yet but
would come into force soon.

No cases of H7TN9 have been reported
in Indonesia but officials said they were
stepping up monitoring of poultry deaths
and influenza-related illnesses in humans.

The country has been the hardest hit by the
H5N1 strain of bird flu, with 160 fatalities
reported between 2005 and 2012 out of more
than 365 deaths worldwide, according to
World Health Organization figures.

The WHO said on April 8 there was no
evidence that H7TN9, which China revealed
just over a week ago had been found in
humans for the first time, was spreading
between people. — AFP

fears shuttlecock shortage

Tian Houwei of China eyes a return against Xue Song of China in their men’s singles final at the Yonex Australian Badminton Open

in Sydney on April 7. Pic: AFP

China is the future for boxing : Arum says

MACAU - Boxing was banned in China
under Mao Zedong because it was deemed
too Western and too violent.

But if top promoter Bob Arum gets his way
— and he usually does — the country will be
the future of the sport.

“For any serious business person... it’s
a country of 1.4 billion people and it’s a
country that’s emerging economically to be
a real super power,” said Arum, founder and
chief executive of Las Vegas-based Top Rank
promotions.

“It’s a country where people are just starting
to have the opportunity to sample what we in
the West are used to, like professional boxing.

“I think if it’s done right, this will be the

premier audience for the sport of boxing in
the world,” Arum, 81, told reporters after
staging a night of boxing at the grandiose
The Venetian hotel-resort in the casino haven
of Macau.

Arum has lumped his bets on China’s two-
time Olympic champion Zou Shiming, who
was making his professional debut on April
6. Top Rank estimated 300 million people in
China would tune in live to watch the 31-year-
old flyweight.

Zou defeated the unknown Mexican Eleazar
Valenzuela on a unanimous points decision
in their four-round non-title bout. The home
hero reportedly picked up a cool US$300,000
for his trouble.

China’s Zou Shiming reacts after beating Mexico’s Eleazar Valenzuela during their
flyweight bout at the ‘Fists of Gold’ boxing event in Macau on April 6. Pic: AFP

The Zou-Valenzuela match-up got top
billing even over a WBA/WBO world title
fight.

“If it’s done right, only if it’s done right,”
Arum said of his undisguised ambition of
tapping into China’s vast population and their
growing wealth.

“You can’t give them junk, you have to give
them quality and do it in a sensational place
like The Venetian arena.

“You have to put the event on free
television so it reaches the biggest possible
audience in China, which is what we did
here. It was on CCTV-5, it was on all the
regional networks, it was on the Internet
portal.

“So we reached everybody, and that is what
we will continue to do. That’s what we are
going to do this summer, when we do another
outstanding card here. “Zou Shiming is going
to have a six-round fight and we are going to
do two title fights.

“It will be a card that is really interesting
and fan-friendly, and don’t insult the people:
do it at a high level.”

Arum, whose fighters include Manny
Pacquiao and three-time world champion
Miguel Cotto, added: “People here want to
see and feel what we do in Las Vegas, on the
biggest possible stage, a Pacquiao fight and
so forth.

“And that’s what we gave them tonight. It
cost a lot of money to do all those lights and
all that sort of stuff, but that’s part of the
experience. And the people in China deserve
that experience.”

Writing in his column for British tabloid
The Sun on the eve of Zou’s professional bow,
the boxing promoter Frank Warren conceded
that “it seems the sport has chanced upon
an untapped but ridiculously lucrative new
market”.

“Initially it will be dependent upon Zou
delivering between the ropes,” Warren wrote.

“But with Hall of Famer Bob Arum pulling
the promotional strings, he is primed to hit
the outside lane to a world-title challenge as
early as 2014.” - AFP

Hansen to
guide Al

Blacks

WELLINGTON - All Blacks coach
Steve Hansen will oversee New
Zealand’s Rugby World Cup title
defence in 2015 after being given a
two-year contract extension, the New
Zealand Rugby Union (NZRU) said on
April 10.

Hansen was initially appointed for a
two-year term in late 2011 after serving
as assistant coach under Graham
Henry when the All Blacks won the
showcase tournament on home soil.

NZRU chief executive Steve Tew said
Hansen had proved a success in the
top job and deserved a shot at steering
the team to back-to-back world titles
in England.

“He had an outstanding first year
as head coach and his coaching and
leadership helped the team build on its
exceptional legacy,” Tew said.

New Zealand won 12 of their 14
Test matches during Hansen’s first
season in charge, claiming the Rugby
Championship, Bledisloe Cup and a
three-Test series against Ireland, as
well as retaining their number one
world ranking.

Hansen said he was excited at
the prospect of defending the World
Cup and wanted to create a blend of
experience and fresh talent that would
keep the All Blacks ahead of their
challengers.

“We have to keep growing both our
leadership experience so that we have
more players who can make good
decisions in the big moments, and we
need to grow our game so we stay in
front rather than allowing others to
catch up,” he said. - AFP
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Barca, Bayern
into last four

PARIS - Barcelona needed
a 71st-minute Pedro
Rodriguez strike to qualify
for the Champions League
semi-finals at the expense
of Paris Saint-Germain
on April 10, while Bayern
Munich also progressed
after proving too strong for
Juventus.

After drawing 2-2 in last
week’s quarter-final first
leg in Paris, Barcelona went
behind for the first time in
the tie when Javier Pastore
struck shortly after half-
time, but the introduction
from the bench of Lionel
Messi lifted the Catalans,
and Pedro struck to level
the scores on the night and
make the final aggregate
score 3-3.

While Barcelona advance
to a sixth consecutive
Champions League semi-
final on away goals, Bayern
were comprehensive
winners against Juventus,
with Mario Mandzukic and
Claudio Pizarro netting in
the second half to give the
Bavarians a 2-0 victory on
the night and a 4-0 triumph
on aggregate.

Coming into the second
leg, Barca held the upper
hand thanks to their two
away goals in Paris, but
the absence of Messi from
their starting line-up
handed their opponents a
psychological advantage.

The Argentine suffered a
hamstring injury in the first

leg and was only deemed
fit enough for a place on
Barcelona’s bench at kick-
off.

As he nervously looked on,
PSG played exceptionally
well in the first half and
were unlucky not to score
on several occasions, with
Victor Valdes making
crucial saves to deny Lucas
and Ezequiel Lavezzi.

The Ligue 1 leaders did
score five minutes into the
second half, though, Pastore
finishing past Valdes after
linking up superbly with
former Barcelona forward
Zlatan Ibrahimovic.

The home side were
missing the inspiration of
Messi, and the Camp Nou
was given a huge lift when
he replaced Cesc Fabregas
in the 62nd minute.

Even when far from fully
fit++, Messi’s mere presence
can make the difference,
and he helped create the
decisive goal less than 10
minutes after coming on.

Messi accelerated towards
the Paris penalty area and
laid the ball off for David
Villa, who teed up Pedro
to power a shot beyond
Salvatore Sirigu.

“We're very happy,” said
Pedro. “PSG are great rivals
and it took us a while to get
into our rhythm at the start.

“Messi was the catalyst.
We changed after he came
on and we have to thank
him for that.”

—

Bayern Munich striker Mario Mandzukic scores against Juventus during the UEFA Champions League quarter final

second-leg football match at the Juventus Stadium in Turin on April 10. Pic: AFP

PSG coach Carlo
Ancelotti added: “I thought
we played well. We caused
Barca problems, but Messi
is a fantastic player and
can find a solution for his
team even when not fully
fit.”

Bayern travelled to Turin
in a strong position thanks
to their 2-0 first-leg victory,
and with the wind in their
sails after clinching the
Bundesliga title in record
quick time last weekend.

Andrea Pirlo came close
from a first-half free-kick
and Fabio Quagliarella

tested visiting ‘keeper
Manuel Neuer early in the
second half as Juve sought a
way back into the tie.

But they were left with too
much to do when Mandzukic
headed in from close range
on 64 minutes.

Bayern then put the
seal on a 4-0 aggregate
victory when Bastian
Schweinsteiger set up
substitute Pizarro to make
it 2-0 on the night in injury
time.

“It wasn’t easy to motivate
the players four days after
winning our national title,”

admitted Bayern coach
Jupp Heynckes.

“We struggled in the first
20 minutes, but slowly took
control of the match. We
were much better in the
second half and deserved to
go through.”

“We have no regrets,”
said Juve ‘keeper Gianluigi
Buffon. “We played as well
as we could, but it just
wasn’t enough.”

Bayern and Barcelona
complete an all-German and
Spanish semi-final line-up
after Borussia Dortmund
and Real Madrid clinched

their berths in the last four
on April 9.

Madrid lost 3-2 to
Galatasaray in Istanbul,
but progressed 5-3 on
aggregate, while Dortmund
beat Malaga 3-2 in dramatic
circumstances to win by the
same score on aggregate.

Trailing 2-1 going into
stoppage time in Germany,
Dortmund appeared to be
heading out, but Marco
Reus and Felipe Santana
both scored at the death to
take the Bundesliga side
through to Friday’s semi-
final draw. - AFP

Tiger roars into Masters seeking end to major drought

AUGUSTA - Tiger Woods, favored
to win this week’s 77th Masters
and take his first major title since
2008, says he would have won
a couple more Masters crowns
the past few years had he putted
better.

World No. 1 Woods, a 14-time
major champion chasing the all-
time record of 18 major titles won
by Jack Nicklaus, has not won the
Masters since taking his fourth in
2005 and has not won any major
since the 2008 US Open.

But Woods has won three times
this year, his 77 career titles only
five shy of Sam Snead’s all-time
record, and has displayed clutch

putting skill in triumphs at Torrey
Pines and last month at Doral and
Bay Hill.

“I feel comfortable with every
aspect of my game,” Woods said.
“I feel that I've improved and T've
got more consistent and I think the
wins show that.”

Except for last year when he
shared 40th, Woods has been a
contender at Augusta National
since he last won a green jacket,
finishing sharing third in 2006,
second in 2007 and 2008, sharing
sixth in 2009 and sharing fourth in
2010 and 2011 when his infamous
sex scandal and injuries hampered
his bid.

2013 Masters

Augusta National

_qu_f_ Club
Usa
‘|'
Alsgusia,
April 11-14

7435 yargs, 72 par

2011 Charl Sehwartesl (RS54
2010 Phil Mickelson (LISA)

2008 Trevor Immedman (ASA)
2007 Zach Johnson (LS4
2005 Phil Mickadaon [LISA)
2005 Tiger Woods (LiSA)

Hoe |1 2 -3 4 65 6 T 8

2 10 11 12 13 14

5 16 17 8

VRN RN ER CERE

Par i

4 3 §5 &

8§ 3 4 4

Yards 445 5785 350 20 455 180 450 570 450 455 505 155 510 440 530 170 440 488 Source: Masiendugns

AR

Asked if he would have had a
couple more Masters victories
had he simply putted better
over the undulating greens of
Augusta National, Woods replied,
“Absolutely.”

“I was there ball-striking-wise
a few years through that stretch
where I hit it pretty well, but just
didn’t make enough putts. I was
there on Sundays with a chance,
and unfortunately just didn’t get
it done.

“You have to make your putts.
You have to make the majority of
the putts inside 10 feet and you’ve
got to be just a great lag putter.”

Woods said his 2005 triumph,
which came when he beat Chris
DiMarco with a birdie on the first
hole of a playoff, felt like a long
time ago.

“I put myself in the mix every
year but last year,” Woods said.
“It’s not like I've been out of there
with no chance of winning this
championship.

“Not real happy with the fact
that I haven’t won more. I've been
in the mix and just haven’t gotten
it done.

“But the whole idea is to give
myself opportunities and as of
right now I’'m tied for second on
the all-time win list here, so that’s
not too bad, either.”

There’s a sense that his top rival
this year will be Rory Mcllroy, who
played the past two weeks to round
his game into shape, particularly
his swing. A second-place effort at
last week’s Texas Open boosted
Mecllroy’s confidence.

“When I don’t play my best, it’s
when I get into bad habits in my
swing,” Mcllroy said. “Whenever
my golf swing is where I want to

be, that’s when I produce results
and that’s what I've seen has
started to happen over the past
few weeks.”

The Northern Irishman, who saw
Woods vault past him to take the
World No. 1 ranking last month
for the first time since October
2010, hopes to add a green jacket
to a major haul that includes the
2011 US Open and 2012 PGA
Championship.

He’s not worried that Woods is
showing his best form in years.

“Doesn’t make a difference to me
at all,” Mcllroy said. “I'm here to
concentrate on myself and play my
game and try to shoot the best score
that I can. It really doesn’t matter
what anyone else does.

“If I can do that, I know I'll have
a good chance.”

Defending champion Bubba
Watson, who has not won since
taking last year’s Masters, considers
Woods the man to beat.

“If youre No. 1 in the world, I
think you should be the favorite,”
Watson said. “It would be kind of

weird if he’s the underdog and he’s
No. 1 in the world. He’s playing the
best. That’s all you need to look at.”

The last time Woods won back-to-
back events just ahead of Augusta
as he has this year was in 2001
when he won Bay Hill and the
Players Championship before a
Masters win completed the “Tiger
Slam” of four major triumphs in
arow.

“We all know what he is capable
of doing,” Australian Adam Scott
said. “He has got the runs on the
board for that.

“(But) he is far from running
away with it. He has returned to
No. 1 but that is just a number. It’s
not a foregone conclusion.”

Three-time Masters winner Phil
Mickelson hopes to make a charge
as well, having won earlier this year
at Phoenix and taken the green
jacket in 2004, 2006 and 2010.

“Even at times where he has not
played his best, you know what he’s
capable of, and so you're always
looking at his score,” Mickelson said
of Woods. - AFP

Wrestlers finish third

By Kyaw Zin Hlaing

THE Myanmar Wrestling
Federation took third place on
in a pre Southeast Asian Games
tournament held April 5 to 7 in
Yangon.

Myanmar wrestlers collected
one gold medal, eight silver
medals and 20 bronze medals
at the six nation’s event that

included around 100 athletes
from the ASEAN region. 36
from Myanmar participated.

Me Kyaw Aung won Myanmar’s
only gold with a first place
finish in the 120—kilogram Greco
Roman event.

Vietnam finished first
collecting 16 gold medals.
Singapore placed second with
three gold medals, one silver
medal and five bronze medals.
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A tradition unlike any other

4 Rory Mcliroy of Northern Ireland tees off during a practice round at the 77
Masters golf tournament at Augusta National Golf Club in Augusta, Georgia,
on April 9. See page 47 for more coverage. Pic: AFP

Double fault: Pakistan, NZ in court debacle

By Aung Si Hein with AFP

PAKISTAN tennis officials are
protesting against a referee’s
decision to award a Davis Cup
tie to New Zealand because of
an unplayable court surface at a
neutral venue.

The Asia Oceania group II tie
was played at the Pun Hlaing
Golf and Country Club after the
International Tennis Federation
(ITF) declared the security
situation in Pakistan was not
conducive to host the second
round matches.

Pakistan were leading 1-0 on
April 5 after Ageel Khan defeated
New Zealand’s Artem Sitak 7-5 3-6
6-2 7-5 and Pakistan’s Aisam-ul

Haq Qureshi was leading in the
second singles when Sri Lankan
referee Ashita Ajigala stopped
the match.

“Some spots the ball would hit
and it would just roll along the
ground. Some spots the ball would
hit and bounce over your head,”
New Zealand Davis Cup tennis
captain Alistair Hunt told New
Zealand news website www.stuff.
co.nz on April 10.

The main issue was an area
by the baseline that Mr Hunt
described as, “about an inch deep
and half a foot wide.”

The referee declared the tie
abandoned and awarded it to
New Zealand as the courts
were Pakistan’s responsibility,
a decision Pakistan Tennis

Federation president Kaleem
Imam said was unjust.

“We are devastated at the
decision,” Imam told AFP. “If the
surface had any problems why
didn’t the referee tell us before the
tie started, or why did he allow the
first match to go on.

The ITF confirmed that it had
received an appeal from Pakistan
on April 11.

“The Davis Cup Committee will
be considering both Pakistan’s
appeal and the report of the ITF
referee (about the court being
unplayable) in making their
decision,” an ITF spokesman said.

A tennis coach at the Pun
Hlaing Golf and Country Club,
U Aung Myint told The Myanmar
Times that he had previous doubts

about the playing surface, but the
Pakistani side and the Tennis
Federation of Myanmar technical
director Robert Davis were eager
to hold the match in Yangon.

“Since the practice days before
the tournament, I had doubted
that the lawn at our tennis court
was ready for hosting very big
international event like the Davis
Cup,” he said.

“I think Robert Davis was very
eager, so the referee agreed to play
here. If Pakistan selected to use our
courts, they should have arrived
earlier to examine them but they
only arrived on March 30.”

Mr Davis rejected these claims
and stood by the facility.

“Pun Hlaing is an excellent 5
Star facility and has two of the

best lawn turf courts in Southeast
Asia,” he said. “The courts were
holding up very well. Credit to the
turf crew at Pun Hlaing.”

Mr Davis added that the New
Zealand side had been displeased
since arriving in Myanmar.

“The New Zealand captain [Mr
Hunt] was complaining about
everything from the first day.
Traffic, the possibility of snakes,
club and facilities. Is this good
sportsmanship?” he said.

Pakistan has been forced
to play their home ties on
neutral venues since 2010
after all international sports
were suspended in the country
following terrorist attacks on the
Sri Lankan team bus in Lahore
in March 2009.

oldl-;'on Wite

HmLL IL)’%

1ISO 9001:

re'g’ @éble et

2008

01 224351 710044, ?09398 709233, TU?TBE 685646 685647 02 - 65585, 61299




