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By Thomas Kean  
and Stuart Deed

THE head of the investment 
commission has encouraged 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m 
hundreds of foreign firms to 
invest and help build “a new 
Myanmar”, amid continued 
uncertainty over planned 
amendments to the foreign 
investment law. 

“We need your assistance 
and support,” Myanmar 
Investment Commission 
chairman U Soe Thein told 
800 Myanmar and foreign 
delegates at the Myanmar 
Global Investment Forum in 
Nay Pyi Taw on September 
12.

“Please assist  us by 
helping to promote our 
trade and industry by 
facilitating investment, 
by exposing us to world-
class business practices, 
please assist in training 
our young businessman and 
entrepreneurs to grow with 
you and assist us to regain 
our stance back in the global 
arena,” he said during the 
opening speech at the two-
day forum.

“We are in the midst 
of an unprecedented and 
multifaceted transition 
from military government 
to democracy, from armed 
conflict to peace and from 
a state-centred economy 
to a free market economy. 
And from isolation to being 
an active and productive 
member of the international 
community.

“We are committed to 
build a new Myanmar: 
democratic ,  inclusive, 
peaceful with sustainable 
economic growth, which 
will actively and responsibly 
participate in our shared 
mission to build a thriving 
and harmonious Asia.”

H e  r e a f f i r m e d  t h e  
government’s commitment 
to undertaking further 
reforms “in order to re-
enter the global economy”, 
including signing on to 
the Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative.

“We need to improve our 
political environment and 
ensure future stability. 
Democratic institutions 
must be strengthened. … 

We have a major weakness 
in  infrastructure  and 
reform steps are being 
taken regarding judiciary 
and other rules of law 
institutions,” he said.

However, U Soe Thein, who 
was recently shifted from the 
Ministry for Industry to the 
President’s Office, mostly 
avoided the main talking 
point among prospective 
investors: amendments to 

the foreign investment law 
passed by the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw on September 7.

While a controversial 
clause setting the minimum 
initial capital at US$5 million 
has been scrapped, foreign 
businesses are restricted 
from owning more than a 50 
percent share in 13 vaguely 
defined sectors, including 
“small- and medium-sized 
enterprises”.

U n d e r  t h e  2 0 0 8 
constitution, the president 
has two weeks to either sign 
off on the changes or send 
them back to the parliament 
– now in recess – with 
suggested amendments.

Prominent businessman 
U Serge Pun, executive 
chairman of Yoma Strategic 
Holdings, said during a panel 
discussion at the forum that 
it would be “better for us to 

debate a little more so that 
we can find a good foreign 
investment law that will be 
sustainable”. 

“Presently … there are still 
a lot of flaws” in the version 
approved by parliament on 
September 7, he said.

“There’s been a lot of people 
saying it’s taking too long, but 
let me say that for such a big, 
significant piece of legislation 
it is actually a very short time 
they are taking … we have to 
manage expectations.”

One potential issue, he said, 
is the parliament’s decision 
to raise the cap on foreign 
ownership in restricted 
sectors from 49pc to 50pc. 

“Giving that additional 
1pc, to me is really not 
meaningful. In fact, it is 
counterproductive … 50-50 
is a sure way for a deadlock 
and investors fear deadlock 
because it means limbo, it 
means no progress.”

Denis  O ’Br ien  f rom 
telecommunications firm 
Digicel said small and 
medium companies would 
become the “powerhouse” 
of the country’s economy. As 
such, some amount of initial 
protection for Myanmar 
companies was in the 
country’s interests.

“A gradual opening up of 
the market is better than a 
‘big bang’,” he said.

W h i l e  t h e  f o r e i g n 
investment law amendments 
are yet to be enacted, he 
said his firm had already 
made its first investment 
in the country, a job search 
website, and he encouraged 
other foreign companies to 
follow suit.

“Go in and do something 
small and work with a local 
partner. It’s time to be bold 
and make a move,” Mr 
O’Brien said.

By Thomas Kean

A GROWING number of complaints 
submitted to the International 
Labour Organisation’s forced 
labour complaints mechanism 
concern the private sector, the 
organisation’s liaison officer in 
Yangon said last week.

The organisation is receiving 
about 60 complaints a month of 
forced labour incidents, which 
include underage recruitment 

into the military, 
up from about 
50 in mid-2011 
and just 42 in 
the whole of 2007, the year the 
mechanism was introduced.

“We are now seeing some shift, 
in fact, with a slight increase in 
people raising issues with the 
private sector and different types 
of forced labour,” liaison officer 
Steve Marshall told The Myanmar 
Times on September 6.

Recently received complaints 

include state employees not 
being allowed to resign and 
housekeepers being imprisoned by 
their employers. A further problem 
coming to light is the practice of 
children being sold by parents to 
the owners of teashops. 

“We’re seeing different things 
develop as people get to understand 
the issues around rights,” he said.

“The emphasis 
is not now purely 
on government 
and military it’s 

starting to be an understanding 
that actually these principles 
apply right throughout [society].

“In response to that,  the 
government has agreed … [to] 
look at putting into place a 
specific program on child labour, 
which will be very useful. The 
government has agreed in our 
action plan that we should be 

doing educational activities in 
the private sector jointly with a 
view to ensuring in the private 
sector these practices are not 
condoned.”

While the number of forced 
labour complaints received each 
month has increased steadily, 
Mr Marshall said the ILO was 
receiving “clear messages from 
communities” that incidents of 
forced labour were decreasing.

Shift in forced labour complaints from govt to private sector

‘Help us build a new Myanmar’
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President U Thein Sein, Myanmar Investment Commission chairman U Soe Thein (front right) and Euromoney chief 
executive officer for Asia Tony Shale (front left) enter the Myanmar Global Investment Forum venue on September 12.

Government makes pitch to potential foreign investors, despite confusion over fate of investment law
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By Dr Nyi Win Hman

A UNIVERSITY i s  a 
community of teachers and 
scholars who both impart 
knowledge as well as extend 
it by inquiry and research. 
Acquiring and searching for 
knowledge is the business of 
higher education. Knowledge 
constitutes one of the main 
sources  of  power and 
prosperity in the world and 
the business of knowledge is 
as dynamic and competitive 
as any other business. 

Health and education 
are also the backbone of 
development, especially 
for developing countries. 
Unfortunately, however, 
Myanmar’s entire education 
system, from primary 
to tertiary levels, has 
deteriorated to the lowest 
imaginable standards over 
the past half a century. 
Reforming and redeveloping 
our universities and the wider 
higher education sector, in 

particular, is going to be one 
of our greatest challenges – 
one that will require great 
insight, vision, competence, 
integrity and goodwill, apart 
from a tremendous amount 
of material resources.

There is a Myanmar saying 
– often disregarded or only 
paid lip service – that says we 
need to be “able as well as good 
people” (lu taw, lu kaung). 
Possessing only ability or 
capability is not sufficient. In 
encouraging the development 
of our country, we will also 
have to bring our work ethic 
and professional conduct 
into line with international 
standards.

The first step in the reform 
process should be to critically 
and exhaustively review 
the current state of higher 
education. We should also 
thoroughly review the status 
and function of international 
higher education. Is the level 
of knowledge, experience 
and expertise of some of the 
available higher education 

experts inside the country 
adequate to undertake 
this task on their own? 
International consultation 
and assistance should also 
be sought. We need to be 
clear on what assistance 
and support is required and 
what is available from the 
international community, 
including organisations such 
as UNESCO. 

We need to demolish 
the basic structure and 
organisation of the system 
that has been in place for the 
past half century. 

Many fundamental issues 
related to higher education 
need to be tackled. They 
relate to issues such as 
governance, entry standards 
and systems of funding, 
accreditation, staffing and 
resources. Also important is 
the structure, organisation 
and format of delivery of 
“teaching-learning” (T-L) 
activities and assessment. It 
can be said that we inherited 
our higher education system 

from the British. Many 
higher education systems 
in the developing as well as 
developed countries are also 
essentially based on the same 
system. It may be better 
for us to continue with the 
British system rather than 
change and make the task 
at hand more difficult and 
complicated.

In many developing 
and developed countries, 
great value is attached 
to higher education as a 
means of achieving success 
in life. Fairness, equity and 
transparency are inseparable 
in the process of acquiring and 
delivering higher education. 
The system of “T-L” delivery 
is structured so that higher 
education opportunities 
exist for all socioeconomic 
strata, including those 
in employment (usually 
through part-time delivery) 
and those with a physical 
or mental disability. In 
Myanmar, I feel that we 
also need to fundamentally 
change the way we conduct 
“T-L” activities from the 
authoritarian “top down” 
mode of a teacher delivering 
a lecture to students who 
receive it passively. Instead, 
students should be nurtured to 
adopt a mature, independent, 
and interactive participation 
in the process. The system of 
lectures and a single, final 
examination is obsolete. 
Instead, various components 
such as tutorial/practical 
presentations, essays and 
other assignments should 
constitute a large percentage 

to determine success.
The other important 

aspect of the university is 
the quality of academic staff, 
their work, career structure 
and advancement. We need 
to remove the antiquated 
and retrogressive system of 
career advancement based 
purely on seniority that is 
in place. We must realise 
that the academic staff and 
universities with the highest 
international standing 
are those that undertake 
high quality research and 
have high publication 
productivity. As a result, 
some universities specialise 
in conducting research rather 
than teaching.

Research is going to be one 
of the most difficult areas to 
develop as there has been 
more or less a complete 
isolation and disconnection 
from the world of learning 
for 50 years. Many of the 
overseas trained and qualified 
staff are getting on in age. 
Some disciplines have been 
discriminated against and 
as a result overseas training 
opportunities were minimal 
or limited. 

The Myanmar language 
expression for this is khar 
pyat dei (the human torso 
had been cut from the trunk). 
The standard of “T-L” had 
deteriorated to the lowest 
level. The academic system 
was also pressured to 
confer many sub-standard 
postgraduate degrees, 
including doctorates. We may 
need to consider whether it is 
worthwhile to reintegrate all 

major disciplines including 
professional ones (such as 
medicine and engineering) 
into the university as 
faculties rather than separate 
institutions, as was the case 
originally. 

Nurturing and developing 
the research capability of 
academic staff will be a 
slow and painful task, as 
the scientific methodology 
underpinning the disciplines 
has suffered significantly. 
From the inception of the 
new system, academic staff 
recruitment, selection and 
advancement should be 
based as much as possible on 
research and/or productive 
potential. 

Las t ly ,  we  need  t o  
systematically and thoroughly 
plan to reform higher 
education and most probably 
conduct the implementation 
in phases or stages.

There are just a few of 
the specific issues that are 
important for the reformation 
of the universities and the 
higher education system. 
It is my hope that a critical 
examination and intervention 
will be undertaken to slowly 
but painstakingly bring back 
some semblance of progress 
and development to higher 
education in Myanmar.

(Dr Nyi Win Hman is a 
former associate professor 
of psychology at Yangon 
University and British-
trained clinical psychologist 
who has worked in Malaysia 
and Australia and taught in 
Singapore.)

IT brings only sorrow to recall the 
July meeting of foreign ministers 
of ASEAN in Phnom Penh.

The ill-begotten gathering 
ended in such disarray that 
for the first time in almost 
half a century the region’s 
top diplomats could not even 
agree on the wording of a final 
communiqué.

Like naughty children in a 
nursery, they kept bickering to 
the bitter end and then ran home 
crying that it was all the other 
person’s fault.

While the shameful episode 
reflected most badly on 
Cambodia, the association’s chair 
this year, it also laid bare an 
astonishing degree of disunity 
among the 10 members.

And that is causing many 

in the region to worry that an 
even worse debacle may ensue 
at the full leaders’ meeting in 
November.

Eighteen heads of government 
are scheduled to descend on 
Phnom Penh for the 21st ASEAN 
Summit and the 7th East Asia 
Summit from November 18 to 20.

If you live in Phnom Penh it 
may be a good time to consider 
taking a holiday, for rest 
assured the capital is going to be 
horrendously locked down during 
those days.

But traffic snarl-ups and 
security hassles aside, what 
many fear is another nasty verbal 
altercation over sovereignty 
claims in the South China Sea.

This one would not just involve 
ASEAN members, but also the 
leaders of China, which claims 
virtually the entire sea, and the 
United States, which staunchly 
backs the multilateral approach 
of the association’s claimants.

Speaking in Jakarta on 
September 3, US Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton urged 
Southeast Asian nations to forge 
a united front to secure a peaceful 
resolution with Beijing over the 
maritime disputes.

“We believe very strongly that 
no party should take any steps 
that would increase tensions or 
do anything that would be viewed 
as coercive or intimidating to 
advance their territorial claims,” 
she said.

Naturally, Beijing, which 
has been gun-boating around 
the waters aggressively this 
year, and which favours dealing 
bilaterally with other claimants 
rather than with any “united 
front”, responded in kind.

Xinhua, its official news 
agency, berated Washington for 
meddling in these matters and 
for adopting a sinophobic stance 
on the sovereignty disputes.

“US politicians, who 
preposterously fancy they could 
do gold-digging in China and rein 
in China’s rise simultaneously, 
should remember the old saying 

that no one can have his cake and 
eat it too,” thundered Xinhua.

It went on to demand that 
the US should “stop its role as 
a sneaky troublemaker sitting 
behind some nations in the region 
and pulling strings”.

Belatedly, and not a little 
hypocritically, Clinton pleaded 
for moderation, saying: “It is time 
for diplomacy. We have the East 
Asia Summit coming up.”

Well, yes, we do, but already 
the train of verbal sabre-rattling 
has left the station and others 
have jumped aboard.

On September 6, Singapore’s 
PM Lee Hsien Loong got into 
pre-EAS mode by warning China 
not to underestimate the US and 
stressing that his country backs a 
multilateral approach to solve the 
territorial conflicts.

That stance, anathema to 
Beijing, will further rile chairman 
Cambodia, which, supported by 
Laos, Myanmar and Thailand, 
will back China and insist that 
the disputes be solved bilaterally.

That will not deflect 
Washington, of course. It 
will support the multilateral 
approach of claimants like the 
Philippines and Vietnam – and it 
will be backed by the remaining 
ASEAN members, including 
Indonesia.

In Jakarta last week, foreign 
minister Marty Natalegawa 
agreed with Clinton that an all-
encompassing code of conduct for 
the South China Sea must be set 
up soon so that the sovereignty 
disputes can be settled 
peacefully.

Recalling the July ministerial 
fiasco, Marty said: “Absent a code 
of conduct, absent the diplomatic 
process, we can be certain of more 
incidents and tension for our 
region.”

It is the prospect of more 
“incidents and tension” caused 
by the self-evident and palpably 
deep-rooted disunity in ASEAN 
that makes participants at the 
coming November summit fear 
for the worst.

ASEAN woes to return in November
AsiAn Focus
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Time to review the state 
of our higher education
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By Lwin Mar Htun 

A LEADING cast member 
from the upcoming television 
series Flowers and Butterflies 
was charged on September 
11 with the murder of her 
housemaid. 

Police said actress May 
Zun tortured 18-year-old Nu 
Nu Lwin in her Kamaryut 
township residence before 
locking her in a bedroom and 
leaving Yangon on September 
8 to visit her hometown of 
Pathein in Ayeyarwady 
Region.

May Zun was accompanied 
on the trip to Pathein by her 
other housemaid, 13-year-old 
Zin Zin Htike, the state-run 
Myanma Ahlin newspaper 
reported on September 13. 

The 21-year-old actress 
returned to Yangon on 
September 10 and said she 
called the police when she saw 
Nu Nu Lwin’s decomposed 
body. However, neighbours 
and Zin Zin Htike told police 
that May Zun had frequently 
beat Nu Nu Lwin. 

A police officer said 
witnesses allege that May 
Zun often jumped on her 
maid’s stomach and beat her 
with 1-metre-long stick.

According to police, May 
Zun confessed to the killing 
during lengthy questioning.   

The director of Flowers 
and Butterflies, Hla Phyo 
from Forever Group, told 
The Myanmar Times on 
September 12 that producers 
would select a new actress 
to replace May Zun on 
September 14. 

Flowers and Butterflies 
is a romantic comedy-

drama, or “dramedy”, about 
student life and will air on 
MRTV-4 starting December 
15. Shooting on the first of 
the show’s three 30-episdoe 
seasons is expected to start 
on October 8.

May Zun was one of eight 
young people set to make 
their TV debuts as lead as 
actors on the series, with 
a few well-known faces in 
supporting roles.

“The series revolves around 
a group of art students and 
depicts the romance and 
funny moments in their 
lives, whether at home or at 
college,” Hla Phyo said.

He said French directors 
from Forever Group provided 
the idea and plot outline, while 
MRTV-4’s script department 
wrote the script. 

Technicians from France 
and the Philippines will also 
be involved, while artistic 
consultant Maung Thi will 
work behind the scenes as an 
acting trainer.

Actress confesses to 
murdering housemaid

May Zun at the launch of 
‘Flowers and Butterflies’ in 
Yangon on September 8.
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By Victoria Bruce 

THE government is close to 
selecting an international 
consultant  to  oversee  
an upcoming tender for 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
licences, having shortlisted 
five companies from a pool 
of 64 applicants, sources 
said last week.

Indian network services 
company GTL Limited, 
C h i n a ’ s  H u a w e i  a n d 
Thai land ’ s  Symphony 
Communications are in 
the running alongside 
consultants from Japan, 
Australia, Germany and the 
United States.

“We have been participating 
for this particular tender for 
the consultancy,” GTL’s head 
of business development, 
Sanjay Hirpara, said last 
week.

“There are definitely 
good opportunities here 
for investment and for 
business,” he said.

But the major prize for 
foreign firms is the four 
telecommunications licences 
that the consultant will 
eventually recommend the 
government award. Russian 
heavyweight VimpelCom, 
the sixth largest mobile 
network operator in the 
world in terms of subscribers, 
Norwegian firm Telenor, 
one of VimpelCom’s major 
shareholders, Vietnam’s 
VNPT-Fujitsu and Digicel, 
the largest mobile operator 
in the Caribbean, are among 
the companies seeking 
a piece  of  Myanmar ’s 
untapped telecoms market.

U Tin Win, the chief 
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  o f 
Yatanarpon Teleport, told 
The Myamar Times in a 
recent interview that two 
operating licences could 
be given to state-owned 
M y a n m a r  P o s t s  a n d 
Telecommunications (MPT), 
while another would go to 
his company.

But MPT indicated at a 
telecommunications and 
ICT investment forum in 
Nay Pyi Taw on September 
14 that there could be several 
avenues for international 
companies to enter the 
telecommunications sector.

Foreign companies can bid 
to establish a joint venture 
with MPT or Yatanarpon in 
an upcoming tender, which 
will be overseen by the 
consultant firm, said U Than 
Tun Aung, deputy director 
of the ministry’s Posts 
and Telecommunications 
Department.

But up to two more licenses 
could be awarded to other 
foreign firms, which can 
then choose to start a new 
firm with a local partner 
or go it alone, U Than Tun 
Aung told a roomful of 
industry players.

The opt ion for  100-
percent foreign ownership 
would depend on planned 
amendments to the foreign 
investment law, which have 
been passed by both houses 
of parliament and are being 
reviewed by the President’s 

Office, U Than Tun Aung 
said.

A s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
government’s “roadmap” to 
telecommunications sector 
reforms, a regulatory body 
with about 700 staff will also 
be formed to oversee aspects 
of  telecommunications 
services, such as network 
sharing and equipment 
standards, he said.

Irish entrepreneur and 
Digicel founder Denis O’Brien 
told The Myanmar Times his 
company had set its sights on 
a joint venture with MPT and 
was prepared to invest up to 
US$1 billion into developing 
the telecommunications 
network.

“We think we could work 
really well with them,” Mr 
O’Brien said in an exclusive 
interview at the Myanmar 
Global Investment Forum in 

Nay Pyi Taw last week.
“In order to build a 

world-class, future proofed 
mobile telecommunications 
infrastructure in Myanmar, 
which will make affordable 
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
accessible to the people 
of Myanmar, an initial 
investment in the region of 
$1.2 billion needs to be made,” 
Mr O’Brien said, adding 
“as telecommunications 
penetration and usage 
increase, the investment 
will also increase”.

Digicel holds operating 
licenses in 31 countries 
and has over 13 million 
subscribers throughout the 
Caribbean, Central and 
South America region, and 
the Asia Pacific region.

The group has already 
made one investment in 
Myanmar – an online 

recruitment site that has 
attracted more than 30,000 
page views in the past three 
weeks, said vice chairman 
Leslie Buckley.

“We operate as local as 
we can,” Mr Buckley said, 
highlighting the group’s 
strategy to integrate itself 
in host investment countries 
through strong community 
engagement, such as its 
football sponsorship deals 
in Myanmar.

While the country’s low 
mobile phone penetration 
rates and population of 
about 60 million make 
Myanmar an attractive 
prospect for foreign telecoms 
firms, not all are starry eyed 
over their options.

“Is this just an exercise to 
glean as much technology 
f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
companies by saying ‘we 
will partner with you,’?” 
questioned one potential 
foreign investor, a supplier 
of international handsets, at 
the September 12-13 forum 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

“The local firms will 
want a 50-50 joint venture 
arrangement or to be the 
majority shareholder but 
they won’t match you buck 
for buck – they’ll match you 
by allowing you to partner 
with them and access that 
operating concession,” 
he said, asking not to be 
named.

Telecoms giants jostle 
ahead of licence tender

Digicel founder Denis O’Brien (left) at the Myanmar Global 
Investment Forum in Nay Pyi Taw on September 12. 
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From page 1

‘Build a new Myanmar’
Other panelists stressed the 
importance of investment 
that creates jobs and fosters 
equitable growth.

Mr Alisher Ali, chairman 
of Silk Road Finance, which 
offers a “three M” investment 
fund – Myanmar, Mongolia 
and Mozambique – said a 
failure to ensure all levels of 
society benefit from foreign 
investment could lead to 
political instability.

In Mongolia, voters recently 
threw out the incumbent 
government because economic 
reforms delivered high growth 
rates but little material benefits 
for average Mongolians, he 
said.

To avoid a similar situation, 
h e  s a i d  t h e  M y a n m a r 
government needed to prioritise 
job creation.

“You cannot find better 
empowerment than getting 
someone a job. It is crucial not 
to have only political will from 
the leadership but also buy-in 
from the broader population,” 
Mr Ali said.

U Serge Pun said the reforms 
were irreversible but there is 
a risk in “the resolve of our 
government to formulate good 
policy and follow it through”. 

He cited the application of 
the existing foreign investment 
law promulgated in 1988.

“We had an investment 
law, a good investment law 
… [but] nobody wanted to 
go to [Myanmar Investment 
Commission] because we felt 
that it would create more 
problems for ourselves than it 
would solve.

“Today we have a very 
different MIC … it’s a very 
different mindset, a very 
different way of working. 

“If you have a good law, 
you need to stick to it and 
implement it without fail.”

Shift in forced labour
“Both elements are very 
positive – it is very positive 
that the community is feeling 
more confident to exercise their 
rights [to complain], and it’s 
also positive that we’re getting 
constant feedback” that forced 
labour is decreasing.

“It is not fixed, don’t get me 
wrong, the problem is not fixed, 
but it appears to be improving, 
both in respect of the civilian 
government’s activities and 
also the military.”

About half of all forced labour 
complaintsrelate to underage 
recruitment into the military, 
Mr Marshall said.

While cautioning that “it’s 
very early days still”,he said it 
appeared government efforts 
to strengthen the military 
recruitment process and in 

particular verification of the 
age of recruits was having a 
positive impact.

“Last year and in previous 
years, quite a lot of thecomplaints 
we received were related to 
recruitments in that year.

“This year, a very small 
number [of complaints] have 
actually related to recruitments 
this year.The majority actually 
relate to recruitments last year 
and the year before, which 
is showing us that hopefully 
the rigour in the recruitment 
process is starting to show 
some results – that maybe the 
recruitment of children has 
slowed down. It will take some 
time to prove that, but that’s 
the indication at the movement, 
which is pretty positive.”

Another positive development 
has been the acceptance 
over the past 18 months of 
the principle that underage 
recruits cannot be charged 
with deserting, a principle that 
was “strengthened” with the 
recent signing of a joint action 
plan on underage recruitment 
by the Ministry of Defense 
and a “task force” comprising 
United Nations agencies and 
international non-government 
organisations.

Mr Marshall said the signing 
of the action plan under UN 
Security Council resolution 
1612 meant the government 
was “well on the way” to being 

removed from the UN secretary 
general’s list of armed groups 
that use child soldiers.

Seven non-state armies in 
Myanmar are also included 
on the list and the task force 
plans to begin negotiations for 
joint action plans with these 
groups, including the Karen 
National Liberation Army, 
Kachin Independence Army 
and Shan State Army.

“There is an official delisting 
process. Once we report to the 
[UN] Security Council that we 
are satisfied that the policy not 
only exists but is being applied 
and there is a commitment to 
the rights of the child, then 
the organisation, the army 
concerned, will be delisted, 
and it’s important that all the 
listed parties eventually work 
towards that delisting,” Mr 
Marshall said.

Meanwhile, Mr Marshall said 
the ILO is negotiating with 
the Tatmadaw and Kachin 
Independence Army for the 
release of about eight child 
soldiers the KIA recently 
captured and is holding as 
prisoners of war.

“We are now in the process 
o f  negot iat ing  wi th  the  
government for the discharge 
of these kids and with the KIA 
that they will give them to us 
and we will arrange for their 
return to their parents,” he 
said.

From page 3

Telecoms giants jostle
M r  O ’ B r i e n  s a i d  a 
functioning and accessible 
telecommunications network 
was essential for economic 
growth.

“Everyone is talking about a 
hyper-growth economy here but 
they’re forgetting one thing: that 
without a telecommunications 
infrastructure, that just won’t 
happen,” Mr O’Brien said.

Because it is developing its 
telecoms industry relatively late, 
Myanmar has the advantage of 
learning from the lessons of 
other countries. [It can] pick 
the most advanced technology 
available to go straight to 4G, 
or fourth generation, services, 
Mr O’Brien said.

“All neighboring countries 
have 2G or 3G but what 
Myanmar can do now is just 
go all the way to [long-term 
evolution (LTE)] and bring 
broadband to every part of the 
country to 60 million people 
and bring them voice and other 
data services,” he said.

“It could be a quantum leap – 
Myanmar could jump 50 years 
all in one move.”

Johan Adler, country manager 
for Swedish telecommunications 
heavyweight Ericsson, said 
the fourth-generation LTE 
technology offered data speeds 
about three times faster than the 
latest version of WCDMA/3G.

“In a Myanmar context, with 
relatively slow data access 
connections, LTE can be a 

substitute to the fixed data line 
and offer superior bandwidth 
to residential users and small 
offices. It’s fast to deploy and 
faster than any other service 
available today,” Mr Adler 
said.

H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  n o n -
g o v e r n m e n t  g r o u p s , 
including US-based Conflict 
Risk Network, have raised 
concerns that investment 
in the telecommunications 
sector could fuel repressive 
tactics of internet control 
and surveillance, which were 
common during the previous 
military government.

“The ICT sector is also high 
risk, as its potential positive and 
negative roles are heightened 
in conflict-affected areas,” said 

Kathy Mulvey, Conflict Risk 
Network director.

But if managed well, the 
development of Myanmar’s 
telecommunications industry 
will be an important driver of 
economic growth, said Jared 
Bissinger, a PhD student 
at Australia’s Macquarie 
University who is studying 
Myanmar’s economy.

“As in many other developing 
countries,  investment in 
Myanmar’s telecommunications 
industry can decrease the costs 
of doing business, improve 
access to information, and 
facilitate inexpensive and 
convenient transactions, all 
of which will help improve the 
business environment.” Mr 
Bissinger said.

By Yu Yu Maw

KOREAN Air launched 
direct flight services between 
Seoul Incheon and Yangon 
international airports on 
September 13, inaugurating 
the route with a fully booked 
flight that landed in Yangon 
on schedule at 10:15pm.

The new flights are offered 
every Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday, 
departing Seoul at 6:40pm 
and arriving in Yangon 
at 10:15pm. The return 
flight departs at 11:45pm 
and arrives in South Korea 
at 8:05am the following 
morning. Flight time is 
about six hours. 

The flights are offered 
using a 138-seat Boeing 
737-800 aircraft fitted with 
a “passenger-inspired” 
Boeing Sky Interior. 

Korean Air’s vice president 

and director for Southeast 
Asia, Mr Kim Jang Soo, 
told The Myanmar Times 
at Yangon International 
Airport on September 13 
that the Boeing Sky Interior 
was intended to provide 
more space and comfort for 
passengers.   

“Normally the Boeing 
has 170 or 160 seats, but 
we have installed only 138 
seats. It is more spacious 
than other Boeings, and this 
will help make travellers 
more comfortable,” he said, 
adding that the new route 
will offer passengers “the 
ultimate convenience for 
travel between two cities”. 

Roundtrip tickets on the 
route cost about US$900, 
while one-way flights cost 
more than $800. Tickets can 
be booked through travel 
agencies as well as the 
Korean Air website (www.
koreanair.com).

By May Sandy

SENDING a message to Nay Pyi 
Taw has never been easier, with the 
President’s Office opening a “People’s 
Voice” section on its website to solicit 
views from the public.

The office will advise the president 
of the feedback sent to Pyithu Athan, 
as the section is called in Myanmar, 
and also forward it to the relevant 
ministries, U Zaw Htay, director of 
the Ministry of the President’s Office, 
said on September 11.

Submissions to the mailbox can be 
marked as a complaint, suggestion, 
appeal or anonymous.

He said more than 50 anonymous 
letters had already been submitted in 
the four days since Pyithu Athan was 
launched on September 7.

“So far we are in the review process. 
Some of the important letters will be 
forward to the respective ministries 
after we have verified them.

“People cannot be directly involved 

in policymaking but all of the 
issues they raise will be taken into 
consideration.”

U Khin Maung Swe, chairman of 
the National Democratic Force, said 
President U Thein Sein’s desire for 
feedback shows that he “trusts his 
people”.

“Opening a mailbox also shows he 
wants to communicate directly [with 
the people] to make the political 
process inclusive and transparent.”

Blogger Nay Phone Latt said 
people who use the service should 
be held accountable if they submit 
misinformation. “People should have 
the courage [to use the service] and 
express their concerns objectively 
rather than emotionally,” he said.

People who make a submission are 
required to leave their name, email 
address, state or region, National 
Registration Card number, address, 
telephone number, subject, message 
and attachment. For more information 
visit http://www.president-office.gov.
mm/contact.

Korean Air launches 
direct flights to Yangon

President encourages 
complaints, suggestions
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By Soe Sandar Oo and Phyo 
Wai Kyaw with AFP

HUNDREDS of Myanmar 
villagers protesting a Chinese 
co-owned copper mine vowed 
to continue their fight against 
the project last week despite 
arrests of demonstrators and 
orders for the rally to move.

In a show of defiance 
unthinkable just last year 
when military rule was 
replaced by a quasi-civilian 
government,  locals  in 
Monywa in Sagaing Region 
have staged weeks of protest 
over alleged land grabbing 
and fears of environmental 
pollution from the mine.

“The main thing they want 
is an end to the Letpadaung 
copper mine project,” said 
U Han Win Aung,  an 
activist helping the villages, 
adding that between 300 
and 600 people had been 
demonstrating around the 
project.

He said some 8000 acres 
(3200 hectares) of land had 
been confiscated from local 
farmers without consultation 
and in some cases without 
compensation.

“It is like destroying the 
lives of these villagers who 
relied on the land since they 
were born,” he said.

Households from four 
entire villages will need to 
move to make way for the 
project, which will affect 
people from 26 villages.

The copper mine, which 
is a joint venture between 
mil i tary-owned Union 
of Myanmar Economic 
Holdings Ltd (UMEHL) and 
China’s Wanbao company, 
a  subs id iary  o f  arms 
manufacturer Norinco, has 
been the subject of controversy 
for several months after local 
media reports of corruption in 

connection with the project.
The Ministry of Mines 

is suing The Voice over an 
article that cited an Auditor 
General’s Office report that 
apparently found evidence 
of misappropriation at the 
mine.

Meanwhile, three local 
women remain in custody 
after police arrested 12 
v i l lagers  at  a  prayer 
ceremony in Monywa pagoda 
on September 10. Another 
activist was arrested on 
August 31 and also remains 
in detention.

“At noon the township 
police inspector locked the 
door from outside when about 
15 female villagers were 
saying prayers inside the 
pagoda. About one hour later, 
the door was unlocked but all 
the women were arrested and 
forced to get into a car,” said 
resident Ko Thaw Zin, who 
witnessed the scene. “One of 
the women was even refused 
permission to go and see her 
sister, who is ill and in the 
hospital.”

Following the arrests, 
members of the Monywa 

branch of the All Burma 
Federation of Student Unions 
demonstrated in front of 
the main police station in 
Monywa, holding placards 
that read, “Immediately 
release 12 women from 
Wathmay and Shwehlay 
villages,” “The rule of law” 
and “Students cannot ignore 
the concerns of the people”.

P o l i c e  t o r e  u p  t h e  
placards and threatened 
demonstrators verbally and 
by brandishing batons.

“We asked for permission 
15 minutes before the 
demonstration. We went 
ahead with demonstration 
because they didn’t respond. 
At first, no slogans were 
shouted. At about 5pm, we 
shouted for the women to be 
released within 15 minutes. 
Afterwards, we demonstrated 
by hoisting the student union 
flag and shouting slogans,” 
said student union member 
Ko Ye Yint Kyaw.

At about 9pm, roads were 
blocked with about 10 fire 

engines and a large number 
of police deployed at the city 
hall, he said. Nine of the 
women were then released.

Another demonstration 
took place on September 11 
as troops watched on from 
City Hall, their weapons in 
the firing position.

That evening, police combed 
the houses of the students 
but most of the students had 
already dispersed and no 
arrests were made, Ko Ye 
Tint Kyaw said, adding that 
earlier on September 11, one 
student union member from 
Monywa, U Aung Myint Oo, 
was taken from his home by 
police.

“We have heard that 
arrest warrants have been 
issued against student union 
members. But the students 
are determined to proceed 
until those who have been 
arrested are released,” Ko Ye 
Yint Kyaw told The Myanmar 
Times.

Last week’s arrests come 
after farmers who have 
been displaced by the copper 
mine expansion protested on 
September 5, calling for their 
land to be returned.

Thousands of farmers 
from the 26 villages took 
part in the protest, beside 
the Monywa-Pathein Road 
near the copper mine, and 
burnt coffins representing 
UMEHL, Chinese investors 
and the section 144 order put 
in place in the area to quell 
dissent.

“We burnt three empty 
coffins as we believe it will 
help us get back our land 
… it will make those who 
confiscate our lands fail,” a 
farmer at the protest was 
quoted as saying in local 
media reports.

WHETHER a national 
peace conference is held in 
2014 depends on the leaders 
of ethnic groups, a senior 
government peace negotiator 
said last week.

“We will definitely hold this 
conference if [ethnic leaders] 
also want to do it. But if 
they don’t have any desire, 
we won’t do it. We want to 
show we are a responsible 
government before we hand 
over power in 2015, so we want 
to finalise the outstanding 
peace issues before 2015,” 
said U Aung Min, the leader 
of the government committee 
for peace building and a 
minister in the President’s 
Office. He was speaking on 
the sidelines of the Myanmar 
Global Investment Forum in 
Nay Pyi Taw on September 
12. 

The government’s peace 
plan includes three stages 
of peace-building, the last 
of which is final discussions 
in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. 
Some ethnic groups have 
crticised the requirement 
for talks to take place in 
parliament, as it would 
require them to enter the 
formal political process. 

But U Aung Min said ethnic 
groups did not necessarily 
have to enter parliament to be 
involved in the discussions.

“We’ll inform the hluttaw 
of their views and what they 
want so the hluttaw can 
easily take it into account 
when they discuss the peace 
issues,” he said.

On the ongoing conflict 
in Kachin State, he said 
the government was not 
necessarily averse to the 
Kachin  Independence  
Organisation’s demand to 
engage in political discussions 
before reaching a ceasefire. 

– Kyaw Hsu Mon

Conference 
depends 
on ethnic 
groups: U 
Aung Min

NAY PYI TAW – President 
U Thein Sein is to visit the 
United States for the first 
time as president, officials 
said, after Washington 
waived visa restrictions.

U  T h e i n  S e i n ,  w h o  
has ushered in a period 
of sweeping change for 
Myanmar since nearly half 
a century of military rule 
ended last year, will travel 
to the US to attend a United 
Nations General Assembly.

“The  pres ident  wi l l 
visit the UN and US for 
three days,” a Myanmar 
government official said 
on September 12, adding 
that the Myanmar leader 
is set to leave for the US on 
September 24.

US President Barack 
Obama last month ordered 
an exception to a visa ban 
on Myanmar’s leaders to let 
U Thein Sein travel freely 
during the UN summit.

U Thein Sein, who attended 
the General Assembly in 
2009 as prime minister under 
the military government, 
would otherwise have been 
confined to a narrow area 
around the UN headquarters 
in New York.

U Thein Sein’s visit to the 
US follows soon after Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi is set 
to visit the country for the 
first time in more than two 
decades.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who was elected to parliament 
this year in a dramatic sign 
of Myanmar’s reforms, will 
travel Washington to receive 
the Congressional Gold Medal 
as part of her visit.

The medal is the top 
honour bestowed by the US 
Congress. – AFP

U Thein 
Sein to 
make first 
US trip as 
president

Arrests in Monywa as 
mine protests escalate

Farmers and their families wait in Monywa ahead of 
talks with a representative from the National League for 
Democracy on September 13. Pic: AFP
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By Thomas Kean and  
Nan Tin Htwe

SENIOR officials from 
the British Broadcasting 
Corporation’s World Service 
last week met government 
o f f i c i a l s  a n d  p r i v a t e  
broadcasters to push for 
the opportunity to operate 
legally inside Myanmar.

F o l l o w i n g  a  r e c e n t 
i n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
government ,  the  BBC 
delegation also proposed 
providing editorial and 
production training to 
journalists and editors at 
state media outlets and 
some private organisations, 
including Forever Group 
and Sky Net.

“The first thing that 
we want to do is offer a 
substantial training package 
and to establish a project 
office,” BBC World Service 
director Peter Horrocks 
told The Myanmar Times 
on September 8.

“We would hope to be 
able to develop from that 
a regular presence here for 
our journalists … but we 
also want to work closely 
with the media sector in 
Burma to help it to reform, 
to improve its standards,” 
Mr Horrocks said.

“That ability to do the 
journalism from here is 
really important and the 
ability for people here to 
be able to see and hear 
our journalism is really 
important. We would like all 
of our services in English, 
both television and radio, 
but also our Burmese 
language radio service to 
be on air as well and we’ll 
be talking to people about 
the possibility of that, not 
least because it would be 
good for the people inside 
the country to see and hear 
the journalism and be able 
to judge it for themselves.”

Despite the strict internal 

censorship at state media 
outlets, Mr Horrocks said 
the BBC felt “the time is 
right” to start training 
government journalists.

“I think it’s partly the 
opportunity is there, we’re 
being invited, but it’s also 
something the BBC thinks 
about carefully, in terms of 
whether it’s appropriate to 
be working with journalistic 
organisations that haven’t 
previously been free and 
independent.,” he said.

“The key test for us will be 
can we deliver our journalism 
training in a way that’s true 
to the BBC’s standards. 
So we’re insisting that we 
provide the full range of 
journalism training, not just 
the technical production 
training but also editorial 
training, ethical training, 
and we’ll want to make 
sure we can deliver that full 
package, including values 
that maybe some years 
ago wouldn’t have been 
welcomed in this country.”

The broadcaster is already 
t ra in ing  independent 
journalists in Myanmar 
through its Media Action 
program and remains 
committed to supporting the 
private sector, Mr Horrocks 
said.

“I think the important 
thing is to provide training 
at various different levels. 
It’s also important that 
we’re providing training 
to the media scene as a 
whole; it’s not just about 
training that we’ll offer 
to the government or the 
government’s agencies. 

“We want to work with 
private broadcasters as well 
as the state broadcasters. 
And we want to make sure 
that we’re supporting and 
training frontline journalists 
in production skills but most 
importantly in editorial 
values.”

He  sa id  i t  i s  mor e  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  e v e r 

journalists have access to 
training, particularly on 
ethics, now pre-publication 
c e n s o r s h i p  h a s  b e e n 
abolished.

“ I t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r 
journalists in any country 
where the media suddenly 
becomes much more free 
to realise that that doesn’t 
mean there are no rules. 
Journalism needs to be 
responsible … I think there 
are still further things 
that need to happen for 
[Myanmar’s media sector] 
to meet true international 
standards but there clearly 
have been improvements.”

The BBC’s Burmese-
language  serv ice  was 
routinely pilloried by the 

military regime for its 
perceived bias but more 
recently has come under 
fire from Myanmar who 
accuse its journalists of 
misreporting the recent 
conflict in Rakhine State.

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  B B C 
journalists were accused of 
skewing their coverage in 
favour of the Rohingya, a 
Muslim minority referred 
to  as  Bengal is  inside  
Myanmar.

Mr Horrocks said the 
BBC was open to criticism 
and was “always asking 
itself questions about its 
reporting”. 

“I know that the criticism 
from within Myanmar 
has been about whether 
the reporting from the 
BBC has taken the side 
too much of the Muslim 
population. Interestingly, 
around the world, we’ve 
had a lot of criticism that 
we have not reported the 
story sufficiently and we 
haven’t given enough of a 
perspective on the violence 
against Muslims,” he said.

“It ’s  not  unusual  in 
situations of community, 
sectarian violence for people 
to have strong views on 
either side and for criticism 
to follow. Our job is not 
to take sides, [it is] to tell 
all sides of the story, even 
if that sometimes makes 
some people uncomfortable 
because they’re hearing 
views that they may not 
agree with. 

“We’ll always have ears 
that are open to criticism and 
if there are specific mistakes 
we’ve made or things that 
we haven’t reported fairly 
we’ll always look into those 
and if there are things that 
the government or other 
people want to raise with 
me while I’m in the country 
then I’d be happy to look 
into those.”

Allowing the BBC to 
operate inside Myanmar 

would help to improve the 
broadcaster’s coverage of 
the country, he said.

“Obviously it’s hard to 
report accurately on things 
when you’re reporting from 
further away. So while I 
wouldn’t accept there has 
been bias, clearly accuracy 
can be improved when 
you’re close to a story. 

“The story in Myanmar 
is a very important global 
story. We’ve been able to 
cover it a little more easily 
in the past year or so with 
reporters coming in on an 
occasional basis but we 
want to be able to report 
from here more regularly.”

The broadcaster was also 
involved in another recent 
controversy after it emerged 
that it  was employing 
Ronald Aung Naing, a 
former All Burma Students’ 
Democratic Front member 
accused of orchestrating 
a brutal massacre in the 
organisation’s Northern 
Burma branch in 1992.

He worked for BBC Media 
Action until late May, when 
he was fired for his links to 
the massacre, in which 15 
members of the group were 
executed for allegedly being 
Military Intelligence spies 
and another 19 died during 

interrogation. 
In a letter to London-

based Oak Foundation 
dated June 1, BBC Media 
Action director Caroline 
N u r s e y  s a i d  R o n a l d 
Aung Naing had been 
employed as a translator 
on the broadcaster’s Burma 
Horizon project.

She said that when the 
BBC had learned of his 
links to the ABSDF on May 
28 “we made the decision 
that we should end our 
association with Ronald 
Aung Naing”, who she said 
had previously worked 
for “other international 
organisations”. 

Noting that Ronald Aung 
Naing “has not denied any 
wrongdoing”, Ms Nursey 
said the BBC “view this 
situation very seriously”.

Mr Horrocks said he 
felt the BBC had handled 
the issue “effectively” and 
that it wouldn’t harm the 
organisation’s reputation in 
Myanmar.

“It’s the sort of thing that 
can happen in the kinds 
of conflicts and pressures 
in such a tense political 
situation as there has been 
in Burma and Thailand but 
I think that the controversy 
about those circumstances 
made it inappropriate for 
that individual to be working 
for the BBC and that’s why 
we are no longer employing 
that individual,” he said.

He said he had “made 
my teams aware of” the 
importance of conducting 
stricter background checks 
on prospective employees.
“ I t ’ s  very  d i f f i cu l t , 

especially when you can’t 
necessarily completely check 
the circumstances, when 
there are controversies like 
this but I think being aware 
of the way something may 
be seen can be important, 
as well as the substance of 
it. …  I think that we dealt 
with it effectively.” 

BBC pushes for Myanmar presence

BBC World Service director Peter Horrocks during last week’s visit to Myanmar. Pic: Ko Taik

‘Our job is...to 
tell all sides of 

the story, even if 
that sometimes 
makes people 
uncomfortable 
because they’re 
hearing views 

that they may not 
agree with .’

Senior officials meet government, private broadcasters to discuss training and distribution of BBC programs
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By Noe Noe Aung

ECONOMIC reform is likely 
to unleash socio-economic 
problems in Yangon as the 
city’s urban area expands, 
a senior government official 
said last week at the launch 
of  a  sustainable land 
management workshop in 
Yangon.

U Khin Sein, deputy director 
general of the Department 
of Human Settlement and 
Housing Development, said 
the government needed 
to be ready to handle the 
rapid urbanisation that 
would accompany economic 
growth.

“We are probably going to 
face many challenges [related 
to] urbanisation in Yangon 
in the future. So we need to 
prepare ourselves and also 
have to learn the way we 
can solve land management 
problems correctly,” U Khin 
Sein said.

“The anticipated rapid 
economic development will 
accelerate urbanisation and 
increase the size of the cities 
and urban centres, putting 
additional burden on existing 
urban infrastructure and 
services,” he said.

“Experience from other 
countries indicates that 

there may be undesirable 
pattern of urban growth for 
the whole society in the long 
run if there are weaknesses 
in decision-making by 
urban authorities during 
urbanisation and urban 
development process …. 
socio-economic problems of 
growing cities will definitely 
become future challenges for 
the country as a whole.”

U  K h i n  S e i n  w a s 
speaking on September 10 
at the launch of a training 
session, on Sustainable 
Land Management in the 
Urban Context, at the Urban 
Research and Development 
Institute in Yangon. 

The institute is a joint 
project between DHSHD, 
a Ministry of Construction 
body,  and the United 
Nations Human Settlements 
Program, better known as 
UN-HABITAT.

Thirty people, from the 
Ministry of Home Affairs’ 
General Administration 
Department (GAD), state 
and region Departments for 
Rural Development (DRD), 
Yangon City Development 
Committee and Mandalay 
C i t y  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Committee, took part in the 
six-day training.

UN-HABITAT country 
program manager Bijay 

Karmacharya said land 
management was one of 
the country’s most “urgent” 
priorities.

Economic growth will 
“inevitably” be accompanied 
by rapid urbanisation, 
and this will impose “huge 
pressures” on land, he said. 

“This pressure on land needs 
to be managed in a balanced 
manner with consideration 
to a multitude of factors. ... 
Land management needs 
to be viewed not only from 
a physical and structural 
point of view but also from a 

socio-economic point of view,” 
he said. 

Mr Michael Slingsby, an 
adviser at UN-HABITAT, 
agreed land management was 
“a priority” for Myanmar and 
needed to take into account 
the desires all citizens. 

“We need land for hospital, 
we need land for schools and 
we need land for recreation. 
The population of Myanmar 
is growing up and we 
particularly need to use land 
carefully. The population of 
Yangon is around five million 
now and in the next 25 years 

there will be more land 
problems in Yangon, as this 
is a problem every growing 
city [faces],” he said. 

U Than Moe, also an adviser 
at UN-HABITAT, said the 
training was important 
because of the lack of urban 
land management expertise 
in Myanmar.  

“We can’t  make the 
number grow overnight but 
we can train people who 
are responsible for land 
management ... and increase 
the number of professionals 
gradually,” he said.

By Thiha Toe

THE Ministry of Transport 
is pushing its state-owned 
enterprises to generate 
annual income of  K38 
b i l l i on  th i s  f inanc ia l 
year, ahead of a planned 
“corporatisation” of the 
state firms.

Myanma Port Authority, 
Inland Water Transport, 
Myanma Shipyard and 
Myanma Airways, as well 
as  the Department of 
Civil Aviation’s service 
providers, will eventually 
become public companies 
under a four-step reform 
plan approved by President 
U Thein Sein on September 
3, the ministry says.

Minister for Transport 
U  N y a n  H t u n  A u n g 
revealed the plan during 
a workshop in Nay Pyi 
Taw on September  4 , 
saying that operational 
and financial management 
at the state enterprises 
wouild be “significantly 
improved”.

“Each of the state-owned 
enterprises will function 
as a public company in 
the future,” U Nyan Htun 
Aung said, adding that 
the government aims to 
complete the process by 
2015.

The first step will see 
the  government  bui ld 
and operate transport 
in f ras t ruc ture ,  wh i l e  
s tep  two  o f  the  p lan 
will see the government 
fund construction and 
p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e s 
assume responsibility for 
management of the assets.

This will be followed 
by the establishment of a 
corporatisation unit for the 
formation of independent 
but  s t i l l  s ta te -owned 
limited companies to run 
the enterprises, which will 
be able to access commercial 
loans and have to submit to 
independent audits. The 
final step will see project 
funds generated from 
private investors and for 
the corporatisation units to 
become public companies, 
with at least some of the 
equity held by private 
firms.

“ T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Transport is striving for 
the development of the 
maritime and aviation 
sectors, both domestically 
and internationally, and 
will at all times comply 
w i t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s 
o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Maritime Organisation 
and International Civil 
Aviation Organisation,” U 
Nyan Htun Aung said.

The Ministry of Transport 
has 14,000 employees 
across the departments of 
transport, civil aviation, 
marine administration, 
and water resources and 
improvement  o f  r iver 
systems.  I t  a lso  runs 
M y a n m a r  M a r i t i m e  
University and Myanmar 
M e r c a n t i l e  M a r i n e  
College. 

State-owned 
enterprises 
to become 

public firms: 
ministry

Govt warns of urbanisation issues

Participants at an urban land management workshop in Yangon on September 10.

Pic: Yadanar
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By Ei Ei Toe Lwin 

THE head of the government 
team involved in peace 
talks with ethnic groups 
has given an assurance 
that their negotiators will 
not be charged under the 
provisions of the Unlawful 
Association Act.

The assurance was given 
on September 4 by U Aung 
Min, a minister attached 
to the President’s Office, 
at a news conference in 
the Kayin State capital, 
Hpa-an, where he had been 
involved in a third round of 
peace talks with the Karen 
National Union (KNU).

“The negotiators need 
to go from one side to the 
other and they should not 
be charged under Section 
17(a)” of the Unlawful 
Association Act, he said, 
referring to the need for 
members of the KNU to 
consult with members of 
their organisation about the 
peace talks.

Sect ion 17(a)  states 
that any person who is a 
member of, or who provides 
assistance to, an unlawful 
association is liable to a 
prison term of up to three 
years and a fine. 

The Karen National Union 
was declared an unlawful 
association by the Ministry 
of Home Affairs on March 
11, 1989.

U Aung Min acknowledged 
that the act, which was 
enacted in 1908 during 
British colonial rule, was 
still in force.

“I can’t abolish this act, 
it was enacted by the state. 
But this act should not 
apply to those involved 
in peace negotiations,” he 
said. 

“We are involved in a 

peace process and we should 
not refer to the other side as 
members of an insurgency 
or armed forces; we are 
now ethnic brethren and for 
peace negotiators to be able 
to do their work freely they 
need not be afraid of this 
act,” U Aung Min said.

The government would 
be prepared to consider 
removing the KNU from the 
list of unlawful associations 
should it be requested to do 
so, he said.

Daw Nan Sae War, who 
represents the Palone-
Squaw Democratic Party 
in the Pyithu Hluttaw (Hpa-
an constituency), welcomed 
the assurance given by U 
Aung Min.

“We want a comprehensive 
peace agreement and this 
assurance is very important 
for the peace process,” she 
said.

The executive director of 
the Bangkok-based Institute 
for Peace and Social Justice 
in Burma, Dr Thaung 
Tun, said the Unlawful 
Association Act should be 
abolished because it was out 
of date and did not reflect 
the current policies adopted 
by the state.

“We have come to work 
for national reconsolidation 
within the framework of 
democracy so we are official 
and the Unlawful Association 
Act should no longer be 
valid,” said Dr Thaung Tun, 
who participated in the 
Hpa-an talks as a mediator 
between the government and 
the KNU.

A draft code of conduct for 
armed forces of both sides 
was signed at the Hpa-an 
talks.

No venue or date has yet 
been given for the fourth 
round of talks between the 
two sides.

Government 
makes pledge
on safety of
negotiators

BANGKOK – About 120,000 
Myanmar refugees  in 
Thailand may return home 
within a year, the kingdom’s 
National Security Council 
said last week, following 
recent talks between the two 
nations.

Tens of thousands of 
people, many from the 
Shan and Karen ethnic 
minorities who have fled 
war, are housed in camps 
along Thailand’s border, but 
the end of outright military 
rule in Myanmar has raised 
hopes they will return.

Myanmar “is clearing 
landmines along the borders, 
preparing to build shelters 
and other infrastructure... 
to be ready within one year”, 
the NSC said in a statement 
on September 13, citing its 
secretary general Wichean 
Potephosree.

Mr Wichean, who visited 

Nay Pyi Taw last week, 
discussed the issue with U 
Aung Min, a minister in the 
President’s Office, who told 
him the former military-
ruled country will also 
provide training and jobs for 
the returning refugees.

Myanmar also wants 
Thais “to invest in building 
industrial estates” on its 
soil to employ the tens 
of thousands of potential 
returnees, the statement 
added. 

The NSC’s comments came 
as Human Rights Watch 
released a report condemning 
Thailand for failing to meet 
international standards on 
the treatment of refugees.

The kingdom has not 
ratified the 1951 Refugee 
Convention and has no law to 
protect refugees, leaving them 
vulnerable to exploitation, 
police harassment and 

arbitrary detention, the HRW 
report said.

“Thailand places Burmese 
(Myanmar) refugees with the 
unfair choice of stagnating 
for years in remote refugee 
camps or living and working 
outside camps without 
protection from arrest 
or deportation,” said Bill 
Frelick, HRW’s refugee 
program director.

“Refugees from other 
countries are barely tolerated 
and  Thai  author i t i es 
sometimes arrest  and 
detain them indefinitely,” 
he added.

After a new quasi-civilian 
g o v e r n m e n t  r e p l a c e d 
the long-ruling junta in 
Myanmar last year, Thailand 
announced that it wanted 
to shut the border camps, 
but HRW praised Bangkok 
for not rushing to close the 
facilities. – AFP

Refugees may go home in 2013

Refugees cross a wooden bridge at the Mae La refugee camp, located near the Thai-
Myanmar border, some 550 kilometres northwest of Bangkok. Pic: AFP
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By May Sandy

THE UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees has been unable 
to access Chinese border 
areas to confirm reports 
that since mid-August 5000 
Kachin refugees have been 
sent back to Myanmar from 
China, a spokesperson 
from the agency said at a 
press briefing in Geneva on 
September 7.

UNHCR spokesperson Mr 
Adrian Edwards said that 
“despite repeated requests to 
the Chinese authorities”, the 
agency “has not been able to 
reach or assist these groups 
living along the Chinese side 
of the border”. 

“In mid-August this year, 
we started receiving reports 
of Kachin being sent back to 
Myanmar, but were unable 
to confirm as we could not 
access the border areas,” 
he said. 

In June 2011,  after 
fighting broke out in Kachin 
State between Myanmar 
government troops and the 
Kachin Independence Army, 
many local residents fled 
across the border to China’s 
Yunnan Province.

Mr Edwards said that a 
UNHCR team has travelled 
twice to Lwe Je on the 
Myanmar side of the Chinese 
border to provide relief 
supplies to 1200 returnees in 
the four camps for internally 
displaced people (IDPs). The 
most recent trip ended on 
September 6. 

“More than 3400 returnees 
are now staying in camps for 
internally displaced people 
in Kachin State as their 
homes have been destroyed 
in the fighting and they are 
afraid to return to their 
villages. They desperately 
need food, medicine, shelter 
and other relief items,” Mr 
Edwards said.

“ L o c a l  g r o u p s  a n d 
partners say they expect 
more people to be sent back 
from China.” 

In the Naung Dao area of 
China, there are six camps 
– Yang Lu, Lau Hpai, Lung 
Krawk, Na Kwang, Hka 
dawng Pa and Nga Nawng 
Pa – hosting 980 households 
with more than 4900 IDPs.

Ma Khon Ja, coordinator 
of Kachin Peace Network, 
said her organisation feels 
“insulted” that the Chinese 
authorities were sending 
refugees back to Kachin 
State before the situation 
there had stabilised. 

“This is not the action of 
a good neighbour. IDPs are 
taking refuge temporarily 
because of the insecure 
situation [in Kachin State]. 
China should not treat them 
like this,” she said.

The UNHCR urged the 
Chinese government to offer 
temporary protection to 
those who have fled the 
fighting, to respect their 
humanitarian needs, and 
to not send them back to a 
situation where their safety 
and livelihood could be at 
risk.

UNHCR 
unable 

to access 
refugees YANGON – Members of 

an influential Islamic body 
have visited Rakhine state, 
a government official said 
on September 11, to survey 
fallout from deadly sectarian 
unrest between Buddhist and 
Muslim communities.

A delegation from the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) led by the 
group’s representative to the 
United Nations, ambassador 
Ufuk Gokcen, arrived in the 
state on September 9, an 
official in the state capital 
Sittwe said.

“They met the union border 
affairs minister and Rakhine 
chief minister here and also 
visited some refugee camps 
and made donations,” he 
said, adding that the group 
ended its visit on September 
10.

Fighting in Rakhine state 
has left almost 90 people 
dead, both Buddhists and 
Muslims, since it erupted in 
June according to an official 
estimate, although rights 
groups fear the real toll is 
much higher.

At a summit last month in 
the Saudi Arabian holy city 

of Mecca, the 57-member OIC 
decided to take its concerns 
over the treatment of the 
group to the UN.

It also condemned “the 
continued recourse to violence 
by the Myanmar authorities 
against the members of this 
minority and their refusal 
to recognise their right to 
citizenship”.

Myanmar in August agreed 
to allow the OIC to provide 
aid to the region, on the 
condition it agreed to assist 
all communities in the area.

According to a report in 
the state-run New Light of 
Myanmar on September 
11, the delegation had “a 
cordial discussion on [the] 
real situation that broke 
out in Rakhine State”, as 
well as rehabilitation and 
sustainable development.

But the United States on 
September 10 said it had 
“great concern” about the 
humanitarian situation 
in Rakhine after its own 
delegation, led by the new 
ambassador to the country 
Derek Mitchell and senior 
envoy Joseph Yun, ended a 
visit to the area. – AFP

Islamic body 
visits Rakhine

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann poses for a photo with Malaysian 
politicians after meeting the Standing Committee of the International Conference of 
Asian Political Parties in Nay Pyi Taw on September 12. Pic: Soe Than Lynn
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By Noe Noe Aung

RESIDENTS of a slum 
area in Yangon’s Hlaing 
Tharyar township held a 
demonstration on September 
13 against plans by a local 
firm to evict them from their 
homes.  

T h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
was held in front of FMI 
City, where many of the 
protesters say they have 
been employed for years as 
construction workers and 
gardeners.

The protesters live in 
an area behind the FMI 
C i ty  r e s iden c e s .  Th e  
neighbourhood, located 
beside Tharyar Gone Creek 
and known locally as the 
“Labourers’ Community”, 
is home to about 2000 
people from more than 300 
families. 

“We have worked for First 
Myanmar Investment at 
FMI City since 1995,” said 
U Thaung Sein, a former 
full-time assistant labourer 

in charge of gardening at the 
residences. According to FMI 
City management, he was 
fired in 2005 for “breaking 
the company’s rules”.  

“The place we are living 
now is the place the company 
gave us to live, but now they 
want us to move out and 
have even brought charges 
against some of us for not 
leaving. But they don’t own 
this land. We are living in 
a vacant lot near Tharyar 
Gone Creek behind the 
residences,” U Thaung Sein 
said.

He said most of  the 
people living in the slum 
have census and national 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s , 
although some lost their 
census cards during Cyclone 
Nargis in 2008.

“The township authorities 
have given approval for 
us to live here and they 
even allowed us to vote in 
the 2010 election. But now 
First Myanmar Investment 
is accusing us of invading 
their property.  We didn’t 

invade. The company gave 
us this place to live when 
they built FMI City,” U 
Thaung Sein said.

He said that nearly all 
the adults living in the 
community have worked 
for daily wages in FMI 
City, mostly as construction 
workers, gardeners and 
cleaning staff. 

U Aung Zaw Win, a former 
gardener for FMI City who 
was also fired in 2005, said 
the neighbourhood had been 
approved by former township 
authorities and there was 
even a signboard reading 
“Labourers’ Community” at 
the entrance. 

“But the company took the 
signboard a few months ago, 
and now they say we are 
invaders,” he said, adding 
that the company has 
brought lawsuits against 
more than 50 people for not 
leaving the neighbourhood 
after they were warned to 
vacate.

“We have nowhere to go, 
so we didn’t move. All of us 

work for daily wages and 
we don’t have spare money 
to rent a house somewhere 
else. So we held a protest to 
request that we be allowed 
to continue living here and 
that they stop suing us,” U 
Aung Zaw Win said. 

He said First Myanmar 
Investment also told the 
peop le  aga inst  whom 
charges have been brought 
that they would have to 
repay court expenses and 
transportation fees after 
the trials.

“We don’t have a chance to 
fight the charges because we 
are poor. But we also can’t 
move because we have no 
money due to the fact that 
we are daily wage earners. 
Now we have to pay all the 
expenses,” U Aung Zaw 
Win said.

One 35-year-old housewife 
who lives in the Labourers’ 
Community said residents 
know they do not own the 
land, but they also want 
First Myanmar Investment 
t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r 
difficulties.  

“ E v e r y  f a m i l y  h a s 
students.  Most  of  the 
children here are learning 
in the monastery because 
their parents don’t have 

enough money to send them 
to school. And we don’t have 
enough money to move to 
another place,” she said.

The housewife said the 
company first told them to 
move in 2007 but they had 
nowhere to go.

“Then FMI City started 
throwing all their trash 
here. We had to build our 
houses on top of piles of 

waste. And this year they 
started bringing lawsuits 
against us. Some families 
moved out because they 
were afraid, but most of us 
still live here,” she said. 

U  A u n g  Z a w  W i n 
said about 200 people 
in the community have 
identification cards from 
the company because of 
their jobs as construction 
workers for FMI City. Some 

are permanent workers 
and some are temporary, 
he added.

But Daw Nwe Win, the 
manager of the FMI City 
residences, said there were 
only ever two permanent 
labourers there. 

“ W e  h a d  o n l y  t w o  
permanent labourers before, 
but we fired them in 2005 
because they broke the 
company’s rules,” she said, 
referring to U Thaung Sein 
and U Aung Zaw Win. 

U Khin Maung Win, the 
deputy estate manager 
of FMI City residences, 
acknowledged that the 
company sometimes hires 
construction workers on a 
day-to-day basis. 

“But they can’t say they 
are workers for our company. 
They are daily wage earners, 
and they work at other places 
too,” he said. 

Daw Nwe Win said First 
Myanmar Investment has 
brought lawsuits against 
58 people for not leaving 
the land. 

So far 24 of them have 
been brought to court, with 
three more scheduled to 
appear on September 19. No 
decisions have been passed 
down by the judge yet.  

“Our company owns a 
total 650 acres, from the 
entrance to the residences 
to Tharyar Gone Creek. We 
allowed people to live there 
in the past because we didn’t 
need to use some of the land 
behind the residences, but 
now we are planning to 
extend the area of FMI 
City and build new houses 
there,” she said. 

“We first told them to 
move out in 2007 and they 
didn’t go, so in June we 
started bringing lawsuits 
against them at Hlaing 
Tharyar Township Court. 
We’ve filed lawsuits against 
58 people to make them 
leave the area.” 

“The new houses can’t 
be too close to the place 
where these people live. 
Some of our residents are 
worried about their security 
now, and sometimes these 
people act rudely towards 
our engineers. Some of them 
have moved but many are 
still here,” Daw Nwe Win 
said.

Protesters hold signs in front of FMI City in Hlaing Tharyar township. Pic: Kaung Htet Linn

Residents protest 
FMI eviction plan

‘We didn’t invade. 
The company 

gave us this land 
when they built 

FMI City.’
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By Shwe Yee Saw Myint

MANY graduate doctors are 
struggling to find jobs in the 
under-resourced state health 
system, despite a four-fold 
budget increase this financial 
year, sources say.

Myanmar has five medical 
universities – three in 
Yangon and one each in 
Mandalay and Magwe – that 
altogether produce 2000 
graduates a year, said Dr Mei 
Mei Ko, managing director of 
MIEKO health care services 
and former government 
hospital employee.

The majority want to get 
jobs in the state health 
system, because it is the 
only avenue to enrolling in 
postgraduate medical study. 
State sector doctors are 
eligible to enrol in master’s 
degree programs after two 
years of service.

However ,  graduates 
normally face a wait of 
three or four years before 
being able to secure a job 
in the state sector, said 
Dr Myint Oo, a member 
of the Myanmar Medical 
Association’s committee on 
medical ethics for general 
practitioners.

“More than 6000 medical 
graduates are not working 

in the medical field,” Dr 
Myint Oo said.

While waiting to enter state 
hospitals, graduate doctors 
sometimes work as tutors 
or marketing executives at 
pharmaceutical companies, 
or attend further private 
training if they have the 
financial means.

While they can f ind 
work at private clinics and 
hospitals, graduate doctors’ 
lack of qualifications mean 
their salary is likely to 

be low, averaging about 
K160,000 a month. 

Experts are calling for 
the government to both 
employ more doctors and 
amend its policy on entry to 
postgraduate medical study.

While the country has 
about 30,000 registered 
doctors, Ministry of Health 
figures show only 5381 are 
employed in the state health 
system, including 1853 
specialists.

“Clearly it is not enough 

for the country’s population. 
Twenty years ago doctors 
had a very good reputation 
i n  M y a n m a r  b e c a u s e  
after  graduating they 
were appointed at state 
hospitals and they got work 
experience. Their skills were 
quite high,” she said.

“But now the government 
appoints newly graduated 
doctors to positions as 
assistant township medical 
o f f i c e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e  
government thinks they 

need more experience. 
However ,  most  young 
doctors do not want to go 
to rural areas where there 
is often no electricity, no 
water supply and low living 
standards. Some doctors 
suffer diseases, like malaria 
and tuberculosis.”

The problem is likely to 
decrease in coming years, 
as medical universities have 
cut enrolments by half in 
2012, from 2400 to 1200 
each. This reduction does 

not include Mingalardon 
Defense Services Medical 
University. 

While only 500 graduate 
d o c t o r s  w e r e  o f f e r e d 
government jobs in 2011 
– one-tenth of the number 
that sat the entrance exam 
– 1500 positions were made 
available in 2012.

“I graduated in 2008 from 
University of Medicine 
2 in Yangon but I still 
haven’t got a job yet,” said 
Dr Htet Htet Aung, who 

unsuccessfully sat the 2011 
entrance exam.

A private tutor and part-
time employee at a private 
hospital, she also travelled to 
Nay Pyi Taw on September 
1 for the 2012 exam.  

“I want to get a government 
position because I’d like 
to undertake a master’s 
degree in medicine. Unless 
I’m employed in the state 
system, I’ll have no chance 
to enrol in a master’s degree 
program because of the 

government’s policy,” she 
said.

Professor Ye Myint Kyaw, 
head of the paediatric 
department at Yankin 
Children’s Hospital, said 
he recently suggested 
during a Ministry of Health 
discussion in Nay Pyi Taw 
that the government change 
its policy on entrance 
requirements for medical 
master’s degree programs.

“I suggested that the 
Department of Health change 
the rules that doctors who 
want to study a master’s 
degree must have at least two 
years service at a government 
hospital. It is not reasonable 
because it makes it difficult 
for graduate doctors to attend 
further study. Graduates 
normally have to find a job in 
the private sector before they 
can get one at government 
hospitals. If the government 
recognised their service at 
private hospitals it would 
assist them in enrolling in 
further study,” he said.

He said the increase in 
budget for the Ministry of 
Health in 2012-13, from 1.1 
percent of the total budget 
to 3pc, was “a good step” 
but one that had not yet 
resulted in a substantial 
increase in doctors in the 
state health system. 

Young doctors face job shortage

‘Twenty years ago doctors had a very good reputation in 
Myanmar because after graduating they were appointed 

at state hospitals and they got work experience.’

By Yamon Phu Thit

THE Myanmar Red Cross 
Society will cooperate with 
the Indonesian Red Cross 
in providing humanitarian 
support for people affected 
by unrest in Rakhine State, 
MRCS president Dr Tha 
Hla Shwe announced at a 
signing ceremony in Yangon 
on September 8.  

The support, which starts 
this month, will include short 
and long-term programs 
related to disaster response, 
recovery, and youth and 
volunteer management, Dr 
Tha Hla Shwe said at the 
ceremony, which was held at 
Chatrium Hotel. 

The Indonesian Red 
Cross, also known as Palang 
Merah Indonesia (PMI), 
pledged in a memorandum 
of cooperation signed at the 
ceremony to provide financial 
and technical support for the 
program. The exact amount 
of financial support was still 
under discussion and was not 
specified at the time of the 
ceremony. 

PMI chairperson Mr Jusuf 
Kalla told The Myanmar 
Times that the support 
was offered not for political 
reasons but rather on a 
humanitarian basis.  

“There are disasters 
everywhere, and these 
disasters can be natural 
or manmade. In the case 
of manmade disasters, we 
should put all of our efforts 
into forging harmony between 
people,” he said. 

The memorandum of 
cooperation signals the first 
phase in what is expected 
to be ongoing cooperation 
between MRCS and PMI, with 
future activities expanding to 
other areas of concern to both 
organisations, Dr Tha Hla 
Shwe said.

“At the moment we will 
occupy ourselves with 
Rakhine State for the purpose 
of containing the conflicts 
there,” he said.

PMI secretary general 
Budi A Adiputro told The 
Myanmar Times that his 
organisation’s activities will 
focus on two approaches in 
Rakhine State: emergency 
support and recovery.

“The emergency support 
will last three to six months, 
after which we will cooperate 
on recovery activities for a 
three-year project term,” he 
said. 

“The emergency support 
wil l  include minimum 
support  l ike  bui ld ing 
temporary  houses  for 
victims, as well as water 
and sanitation. The recovery 
activities wil l  include 
building permanent houses 
for all the victims.”  

 “Such support  wi l l 
strengthen our existing 
efforts to provide aid to 
all affected communities 
based purely on need, 
a n d  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f 
religious, racial and other 
considerations, in accordance 
with fundamental Red Cross 
principles of humanity, 
impartiality and neutrality,” 
Dr Tha Hla Shwe said. 

Indonesia
Red Cross
lends hand
in Rakhine
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By Shwe Yinn Mar Oo 

YANGON – Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi will be feted 
by US President Barack 
Obama and given a top 
honour in her first visit in 
two decades to the United 
States, which has been an 
ardent supporter of her 
democracy struggle.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who was to leave Myanmar 
on September 16, is destined 
for a red carpet welcome 
during her first visit to the 
US since she began her 
campaign for democracy – 
marked by years of house 
arrest – under the military 
government in 1988.

The Nobel laureate, who 
was elected to parliament 
this year in a dramatic sign 
of the country’s reforms, 
will travel to Washington 
to meet Obama, whose 
government has been at 
the forefront of Western re-
engagement with the long-
time military dominated 
country.

“This will be a high-profile 
trip for Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who has significant star 
power in the US,” said 
independent Myanmar 
analyst Richard Horsey, 
adding that it would be a 
chance to “showcase her 
international support”.

“But  there  are  a lso  
political risks involved.”

Unlike Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi’s trip to Europe this 
year – where she received a 
rapturous welcome û her 
visit will coincide with that 
of President U Thein Sein, 
who is due in the US later 
in the month to attend the 
United Nations General 
Assembly.

“There is a risk that 
she will overshadow this 
significant first US visit 
by Thein Sein – who has 
not yet really gotten the 
international recognition 
that he deserves for the 
remarkable reform process 
that he has put in place,” 
Mr Horsey said.

It would be “particularly 
unhe lp fu l ”  i f  the  US 
president opted to meet 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi but 
not the Myanmar leader, 
“which unfortunately looks 
to be the case”, he said.

“A positive relationship 
between Aung San Suu Kyi 
and Thein Sein is critical to 
the success of the reform 
process going forward.”

Daw Aung San Suu 
K y i  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  
Congressional Gold Medal, 
the top honour bestowed by 
the US Congress, which she 
obtained in May 2008 when 
the prospect of her leaving 
Myanmar looked remote.

Her near three-week visit 
will also see her hold talks 
at the United Nations, give 
speeches in Washington 

and New York and meet 
members of the Myanmar 
diaspora in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.

She is also likely to be 
quizzed on the changes 
that have swept through 
her country since military 
rule was replaced by a 
quasi-civilian government 
last year.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
struggle has been vital 
in steering international 
opinion on Myanmar, and 
her decisions to enter 
mainstream politics and 

to call for sanctions to be 
eased are seen as pivotal in 
beginning the dismantling 
of the punitive measures.

“If she boldly calls for 
something she has so  
many supporters there 
now they would try to 
meet her expectations, 
but that is not her style,” 
sa id  Sean  Turne l l ,  a 
Myanmar economic expert 
at Macquarie University in 
Sydney.

Fo l l owing  sweep ing 
moves to lift or suspend 

sanctions by other Western 
nations this year, the US in 
July gave the green light to 
US companies to invest in 
Myanmar, although a ban 
on all imports from the 
country remains.

But Mr Turnell  said 
internal issues have now 
taken precedence in reviving 
the country’s moribund 
economy – notably a foreign 
investment law, awaiting 
final approval, that has 
generated heated debate.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
has transformed from long-
term prisoner to politician 
in just two years and 
international focus is now 
shifting to policy as the 
country prepares for 2015 
elections that could see her 
party swept to power.

The 67-year-old  has 
p r i o r i t i s e d  c a l l s  f o r 
the rule of law but has 
produced little in the way 
of concrete strategy so far, 
dismaying some observers 
by remaining largely mute 
on recent deadly communal 
v i o l e n c e  i n  w e s t e r n 
Myanmar, in particular the 
plight of stateless Rohingya 
Muslims in the region.

J im De l la -Giacoma, 
project director for Southeast 
Asia at the Brussels-based 
International Crisis Group 
think tank, said that he 
hoped Obama would press 
both Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi and U Thein Sein on 
the issue.

“There will be plenty to 
observe there and learn 
from the trip about the 
importance of equality, 
citizenship and opportunity 
and how providing this 
for all citizens benefits a 
democratic country,” he 
said. – AFP 

US to bring accolades, political risks

By Khin Su Wai and Hlaing Kyaw Soe

THE leader of a new Shan political party 
said the group supported the government’s 
peacemaking efforts but more needed to be 
done to “ensure equal opportunities for all”.

The Tai-Leng Nationalities Development 
Party head office was opened in Mandalay on 
September 5 and the group plans to contest 
the next general election, expected in 2015, 
said chairman U Sai Htay Aung.

In the meantime, it will conduct activities 
to preserve the culture of Tai-Leng, a Shan 
sub-group known as the “red Shan”. 

“We will preserve and foster our national 
identity. In particular, we will try to 
arrange for all Tai-Leng people a National 
Registration Card in the name of the Tai 
Leng, and also strive for equal opportunities 
for all, regardless of ethnicity,” U Sai Htay 
Aung said.

He said the group supported the peace 
process and wanted a national peace 
conference in which all ethnic groups could 
participate. 

“The interests of the residents in conflict 
zones should be the first priority. The 
government, armed groups and residents 
need to work together to find peace,” he 
said.

Members from the Shan Nationalities 
Democratic Party, Wunthanu NLD, National 
Unity Party and Shan National League for 
Democracy also attended the ceremony and 
gave addresses to the audience.

By Yhoon Hnin Phyu

THE 10th Korean Speech 
Contest will be held on 
November 4 at Traders Hotel, 
the South Korean embassy in 
Yangon said last week, with 
the winner to receive a full 
undergraduate scholarship.

The contest is organised 
by the embassy, Korea 
Foundation and Keimyung 
University and is open to 
all Myanmar nationals with 
a Test of Proficiency in 
Korean Language (TOPIK) 
level four certificate.

T h e  g r a n d  p r i z e  
winner will receive an 
undergraduate scholarship 
to Kangnam University in 
South Korea, while the gold 
prize winner will receive 
a 10-week language study 
scholarship to Keimyung 
University.

Application forms and 
TOPIK certificates should 
be submitted to the embassy 
or neokim85@gmail.com no 
later than September 28. 

Korean 
speech 

contest to 
be held in 
November

Tai-Leng Nationalities Development Party chairman U Sai Htay Aung (left) makes a speech at the 
office opening ceremony on September 5.   

New Shan party 
opens first office 

in Mandalay

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi speaks during a 
press conference at the National League 
for Democracy Party headquarters in 
Yangon on July 3. Pic: AFP
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By Zaw Win Than and 
Kyaw Hsu Mon

M Y A N M A  P o s t s  a n d 
Telecommunications will 
join with a number of private 
firms to establish a public IT 
company “very soon”, one of 
the major shareholders in 
the new venture said on the 
sidelines of the Myanmar 
Global Investment Forum.

U Aung Soe Tha, chairman 
of Myanmar ComBiz Group, 
said the as-yet-unnamed 
f i r m  a l r e a d y  h a d  8 5 
shareholders, and would 
seek to offer a full range 
of  telecommunications 
services, including mobile 
p h o n e  a n d  i n t e r n e t 
connections.

“We are working on the 
steps to establish it as an 
official public IT company. 
We are arranging documents 
for official registration and 
we will establish as a proper 
public company,” he said.

“We will announce the 
company’s official name soon 
after discussing with some of 
the major shareholders. So 
far we have 85 shareholders, 
who all have the same vision 
and passion to establish this 
company,” U Aung Soe Tha 
told The Myanmar Times in 
Nay Pyi Taw on September 
12.

“I hope later more people 
will become interested 

and join the company, 
including some from other 
sectors. Everybody can be 
a shareholder, as is the 
case with other new public 
companies. We will invite 
shareholders very soon,” he 
added.

He said the company will 
sell shares for K10,000.

It will also look for a 
suitable  fore ign jo int 
venture partner, he added.

Meanwhi le ,  U Aung 
Soe Tha said about 65 
foreign companies had 
expressed  interest  in 
investing in the country’s 
telecommunications sector.

“In my personal view, 
we lack both technology 
and capital. That’s why we 
are looking for the right 
partner. We will definitely 
make a joint venture if we 
can find the right partner,” 
said U Aung Soe Tha.

“ T h e  M i n i s t r y  o f 
Communications, Posts and 
Telecommunications has 
recently announced it will 
allow four companies to 
enter the telecoms sector. 
Local and international 
companies can compete 
to get telecoms operation 
licences in Myanmar,” he 
said.

However, he said local 
companies would face “many 
challenges” because of their 
lack of experience in offering 
telecoms services. 

“It will even be a challenge 
for Myanma Posts and 
Telecommunications as they 
are only offering limited 
services at the moment,” 
he said.

When asked whether 
consumers in Myanmar 
could expect mobile phone 
connection fees on par with 
neighbouring countries, he 
said: “It is quite early to 
comment.”

Public IT company 
to be established

‘Everybody can 
be a shareholder, 

as is the case with 
other new public 

companies.’
Conjoined twins Aung Myat Kyaw and Aung Khant Kyaw at Mandalay Children’s 
Hospital. Pic: Supplied

By Phyo Wai Kyaw
    

DOCTORS in Mandalay 
are preparing to perform 
an operation next month 
to separate conjoined twin 
brothers born last year in 
upper Myanmar, an official 
from Mandalay Children’s 
Hospital said last week. 

The brothers, named 
Aung Myat Kyaw and 
Aung Khant Kyaw, are 
“pygopagus” conjoined 
twins, which means they 
are connected at the pelvis. 

Dr Aung Kyaw Myint, 
the medical superintendent 
at Mandalay Children’s 
Hospital, said the brothers 
were born at Aye Thu Kha 
private hospital in Mandalay 
in May 2011, and were later 
transferred to the intensive 
care unit at the Children’s 
Hospital, where they remain 
in good health. 

“Their parents stay at Hton 
Bo village near Mingun in 
Sagaing township, and they 
come and see their children 
about once a month,” he said 
on September 11. 

Dr Aung Kyaw Myint said 
the operation to separate 
the twins will mark the 
first time such a procedure 
has been conducted in 

Myanmar.  
“We should not face any 

big problems during the 
operation, but we need to 
proceed with care because 
their nerves and bones 
are connected,” he said. 
“Experienced professors 

and doctors will cooperate 
for the operation.”

“Pygopagus conjoined 
twin children are very rare 
to see, but we’re confident 
that our operation will be 
successful,” he added.

Dr Aung Kyaw Myint said 

that while the government is 
providing care and support 
for Aung Myat Kyaw and 
Aung Khant Kyaw, donors 
are welcome to contribute 
by contacting the hospital 
by telephone at 02-24917 
or 24918. 

Doctors in Mandalay to 
separate conjoined twins
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PHNOM PENH – Southeast Asia’s planned 
economic union may be delayed until the end of 
2015 as some countries are not ready, a senior 
official said on September 12, in a fresh potential 
setback for the group after its unity was frayed by 
a territorial dispute.

ASEAN secretary general Dr Surin Pitsuwan 
said economic ministers from the 10 countries had 
asked him for the delay at a meeting in late August 
and he would put the idea to heads of government 
at a summit in November.

ASEAN has never been very clear on when 
the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) would 
start, but foreign ministers decided in April that 
it should be January 1, 2015, Dr Surin told a 
meeting of energy ministers in Phnom Penh.

“Your economic colleagues looked around the 
landscape and realised that they need one more 
year, so they have asked me to communicate with 
all sectoral bodies up to the leaders that we should 
speak with one voice,” he said.

In a separate statement released later, Dr Surin 
said there had been no formally agreed date for 
the AEC and that it “remains on track and top 
priority”.

“There have been numerous activities leading 
up to ‘2015’. There will continue to be activities 
throughout ‘2015’. And there will surely be 
continued progress and improvements after 
‘2015’,” the statement said.

News of the possible delay comes two months 
after an ASEAN summit in Phnom Penh ended 
in acrimony over China’s territorial claims 
in the South China Sea, failing to agree on a 
joint statement for the first time in its 45-year 
history.

The ASEAN Economic Community would allow 
free movement of goods, capital and skilled labour 
across a region with a combined economy of US$2 
trillion and 600 million people.

But the diverse group, ranging from wealthy 
Singapore to underdeveloped Myanmar and Laos, 
is struggling to make uniform progress toward an 
economic union that investors and business are 
eager to see completed.

Completion of measures towards a single 
market in its 2010-2011 phase was only 49 percent 
overall, according to ASEAN’s latest scorecard, 
with reform lagging in food and agriculture. 
A lack of capacity among some of ASEAN’s 
members is making it hard to implement economic 
agreements.

A senior ASEAN official said the delay had been 
discussed by economic ministers last month.

“We’re still talking of the same 2015 timeline, 
but with a realistic interpretation, ie December 
31, 2015,” said the official, who asked not to be 
identified.

The official added: “The ministers recognised 
that despite the AEC progress there are still 

ASEAN trade 
bloc pushed 
back to 2016

By Aye Thidar Kyaw

POINT of sale debit cards were 
reintroduced on September 
14 after an absence of nearly 
a decade, banking sources 
said last week. 

The cards were reintroduced 
t h r o u g h  t h e  M y a n m a r 
Payment  Union  (MPU) , 
which includes 17 banks, and 
can only be used for now at 
14 shopping malls and other 
businesses. 

Co-operative Bank   (CB)
managing director U Pe Myint 
said shopping malls are the 
first to provide the service 
because it requires K800,000 
to install the hardware.

U Phyo Aung, senior general 
manager of  Ayeyarwady 
Bank, said it is hoped that 
debit  cards wil l  soon be 
accepted in a wide variety of 
shops, restaurants, cafes and 

petrol stations in Yangon, 
Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay.

After the United States 
lifted financial sanctions 
in July, domestic banks – 
excluding the military-linked 
Innwa Bank – have been 
capable of increasing the 
range of services that ceased 
to exist following the banking 
crisis of 2003. 

Automatic teller machines 
(ATM) were re-introduced in 
November last year, after an 
absence of almost a decade. 

Kanbawza Bank general 
manager U Zaw Lin Htut 
said it will take another six 
to nine months for foreign 
debit cards to be accepted 
for payment, after which 
time efforts will begin for 
domestic cards to be accepted 
overseas.

MPU will also facilitate the 
use of international credit 
cards in time for the 2013 

Southeast Asian Games in 
Myanmar 

U Pe Myint said CB Bank 
has already signed a deal with 
MasterCard and received an 
operating license.

Pending approval from the 
Central Bank of Myanmar, 
other companies are likely to 
include Visa, China Payment 
Union and Japanese Credit 
Bureau.

On September 10,  The 
Bangkok Post reported that 
MPU allows debit cards to 
be used by customers of rival 
banks. 

The debit card payment 
system was scheduled to be 
launched in July. However, 
several spokespersons said 
weaknesses were detected in 
the system during testing, 
wh i ch  l ed  t o  de lays  in 
implementing the network.

MPU spokesperson Daw 
Than Than Swe said the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a y m e n t 
order system, the Society 
for Worldwide Interbank 
Financial Telecommunication 
(SWIFT) will also be launched 
in 2013.

However, she added that 
electricity shortages and other 
infrastructural problems 
need to be resolved. 

The owner of a trading 
company said the business 
community welcomes the 
news because the convenience 
of carrying plastic rather 
than large amounts of cash is 
likely to boost retail sales. 

“ I  met  a  f o re igner  in 
Myanmar who was running 
out of money and he couldn’t 
access his accounts using 
debit or credit cards. It caused 
him a great deal of trouble 
while he was here,” he said. 

“The  new system wi l l 
be much safer and more 
convenient.” 

Debit cards make a return

A customer uses a point of sale keypad 
during a Myanmar Payment Union launch 
in Yangon last week. Pic: Thiri Lu

More page 16
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Diethelm Travel Ltd. a leading tourism 
company in Myanmar based in Yangon is 
looking for following positions.

(1) Chief Accountant (CA)  - 1 post
(2) Administration Supervisor  - 1 post
(3) Reservation Senior Staff  - 2 posts
(4) Operations Staff - male  - 1 post
(5) Operations Staff- female  - 1 post
(6)  Ticketing Staff  - 1 post
All applicants should be motivated, creative, 
hardworking, great communicator with good written 
and spoken English, and fully  computer literate 
in MS office. CA must have extensive acco-unting 
knowledge, in depth understanding of DT service 
price structure. Diethelm Travel Ltd. 6th Floor, Centre 
Point Tower, 65 Corner of Sule Pagoda & Merchant 
St, Kyauktada Ts, Yangon. Tel:01-376 801 to 04, 
leisure@diethelm.com.mm

USAID IS OFFERING A GREAT EMPLOY-
MENT OPPORTUNITY FOR THE RIGHT 
CANDIDATE IN THE FOLLOWING POSITION
AID Project Management Specialist 
(Civil Society Program Manager) 
(Grade- 10 or 11)
The incumbent works with a professional team 
of USAID staff and contractors in support of 
USAID’s civil society strengthening program 
activities in Myanmar.  The incumbent assists 
with strategic planning and framework devel-
opment for the assistance program which 
requires expertise in the civil society area, as 
well as in the implementation of community-
based programming, participatory project 
development, technical assistance delivery 
and civil society initiatives. The job holder is 
responsible for grants/program management, 
program development and strategy, technical 
advisory services, liaison requirements, and 
program assessment which include data 
collection, monitoring and evaluation, analysis 
and research. Travel throughout Myanmar will 
be required.
Qualifications Required:
1. Possession of a University Degree in the field 

of international  or community development, 
political science, economics, public 
administration or a related field.

2. Minimum of four years in progressively 
more responsible positions in the field of 
humanitarian assistance and/or community 
development project management in the 
public or private sector.  

3. Fluent speaking/reading/writing in English 
and Myanmar. English proficiency will be 
tested.

4. Must clearly demonstrate exceptional 
knowledge of community participation 
programs and an understanding of the 
Myanma operational environment and the 
appropriate non-governmental entities.

5. Must have a high degree of computer literacy 
to be able to create and manipulate budget 
spreadsheets and have knowledge of other 
computer applications (i.e. Microsoft Office 
applications). 

6. Must be able to organize and present 
technical information in concise written and 
oral form, evaluate important and complex 
programs independently.

7. Must have excellent judgment, sophisticated 
analytical and interpersonal skills, and strong 
organizational ability.

Detailed Job announcement at http://burma.
usembassy.gov/job_opportunities.html

Eligible candidate may submit application to:
Human Resources Office, P.O. Box 521, GPO, 

Yangon. Applications must be received by 
September 28, 2012.

UNFPA Vacancy Notice
No.2012/008

(Re-advertisement)
Position Title : Programme Analyst
   (Population and Development)
Grade :  NOB (Fixed Term)
Duty Station : Yangon, Myanmar
Issue Date :  17 September 2012
Closing Date : 01 October 2012 (5:00 pm)
Duration of  :  1 Year, with possible
Appointment  extentions

Applications are invited from interested Myanmar 
nationals for the post of Programme Analyst 
(Population and Development).
Applications should be addressed to UNFPA 
Representative.
Attention  : Operations Manager
Room A07, UNFPA, No.6, Natmauk Road, 
Yangon.
Email : myanmar.office@unfpa.org
For details on duties and responsibilities, 
educational and other requirements, please see 
the vacancy announcement posted at UNDP 
billboard. No.6, Natmauk Road, Yangon and also 
at UNFPA website (http://myanmar.unfpa.org)
Applications will be considered only when meeting 
all requirements set in detailed in vacancy 
announcement.

challenges, hence it’s not realistic that all 
AEC measures can be achieved by January 
1, 2015.”

Gundy Cahyadi, an economist at OCBC 
Bank in Singapore, said a delay would not 
necessarily be seen as negative by markets.

“I personally don’t think that it is a 
significant setback and in fact, it is perhaps 

better to give more time for the countries that 
are not ready for it as yet,” he said.

“I don’t see it as a major threat to intra-
regional trade, which is likely to remain 
increasingly important to the regional 
countries, despite delays in the AEC.”

Some analysts have suggested the 
community might not start as a fully formed 
bloc, and that its more developed members 
might have to push on with integration in a 

two-tier model, leaving the others at risk of 
missing out on regional investment.

Dr Surin said a number of challenges 
need to be addressed, including bridging 
development gaps between member countries, 
but he suggested the community would lose 
credibility if it did not include all 10 ASEAN 
members.

“The world is expecting us to get there all 
together,” he said. – Reuters

By Myat May Zin

BEANS and pulses dealers in Myanmar are 
refusing to send exports worth US$450,000 
to buyers in India because international 
prices are now higher than the agreed rate 
of $500 a tonne. 

Central executive member of Myanmar 
Pulses, Beans and Sesame Seeds Merchants 
Association (MPBSSMA), Dr Myan Linn, 
told The Myanmar Times: “The price has 
risen to more than $700 a tonne since dealers 
from Myanmar’s Bayintnaung Wholesale 
Commodities Exchange Centre made 
agreements with Indian companies.”

Beans and pulses exports are key export 
commodities in Myanmar and India is a 
major buyer.

“Prices have increased in recent months 
because bad weather in India made it 
difficult for farmers there to supply the 
domestic market. Dealers here are bound by 
agreement to sell the shipments at a lower 
price but are reluctant to do so,” he added. 

“The Ministry of Commerce will work 
to resolve the problem,” Minister for 
Commerce U Win Myint said during the 
inauguration of Myanmar Agribusiness 
Public Corporation (MAPCO) on August 
26.

Dr Myan Linn said the association will 
release an official statement on the matter 
“shortly”. 

“Beans and pulses dealers usually conduct 
business without making a written contract 
and often renege on oral agreements. 
Dealers have to return the deposits paid by 
Indian companies if they do not supply the 
goods. If dealers lack the financial capacity 
to incur losses, they should not be trading 
in this industry,” he said. 

“Dealers in Myanmar have been trading 
with Indian companies for many years and 
nearly every year traders here earn a profit 
from pre-contract deposits,” he said. 

A spokesperson from MPBSSMA said the 
problem is widespread. 

“The problem involves more than just 
four or five dealers. Many dealers accepted 

pre-payment from Indian companies to buy 
beans and pulses but when Indian companies 
asked for the shipments they were owed, the 
dealers refused to send them.” 

Myanmar’s beans and pulses industry 
has been rocked by several major scandals 
in past year where traders have absconded 
with large sums of money. In one case in 
2008, a small cartel of traders cornered the 
nation’s beans and pulses market through 
pre-purchase agreements with farmers and 
other traders, amassing debts of up to K1 
trillion ($1 billion at the time). 

However, when Indian buyers opted to 
purchase their orders from Vietnamese 
producers because prices of Myanmar’s 
crops were too high, the scheme collapsed 
and five businesspeople were investigated 
by the police. 

In 2011 a dealer called U Zaw Thet Htwe 
bought large quantities of beans and pulses 
from farmers with the promise to sell them 
to two buyers. He moved to Thailand with 
his family after stealing profits worth more 
than $5 million.

Traders try to back out of pre-purchase deals

By Noe Noe Aung and Myat 
May Zin

A LOW-SKILLED workforce, 
i m p o r t  s a n c t i o n s  a n d 
comparatively unfavourable 
tax policies are blocking the 
development of Myanmar’s 
garment industry, members 
of the Myanmar Garment 
Manufacturers Association said 
recently. 

The comments were made by 
officials during a press conference 
at the Union of Myanmar 
Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry workshop 
on August 25. 

It was the first time that 
manufacturers had spoken to the 
media since worker unrest broke 
out five months ago. Workers 
from approximately 70 garment 
factories held strikes between 
May 1 and July 30 to demand 
salary increases and improved 
working conditions, such as lifting 
the prohibition against forming a 

labour union.
MGMA president U Myit Soe 

said: “The countries that sell raw 
materials to Myanmar, such as 
Singapore and Malaysia, are 
geographically distant from our 
export markets in Japan and 
South Korea, which increases 
production time. As we are 
constantly under pressure to 
meet deadlines, workers are 
forced to work long hours and 
overtime payments are low.”

He said Myanmar produces low 
quality garments due to a lack of 
skilled workers and total earnings 
amount to about 10 or 15 percent 
of an item’s total export value. 

“We are paid a ‘sewing fee’ – we 
do not design the clothes and we 
must import the raw materials 
too,” he added.  

In 2000, the industry was 
worth US$300 million,” said 
U Myint Soe, adding that the 
following year earnings jumped 
to about $800 million but have 
fallen since because the United 
States imposed sanctions in 

2003 following accusations of 
forced labour by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO). 

Countless factories closed down 
and more than 100,000 garment 
workers became unemployed. 
Myanmar garment factories then 
looked to Japan for business. 

“Japan is less rigorous about 
ensuring good working conditions 
than the United States was,” he 
said. 

“The industry hasn’t recovered 
since [the sanctions were imposed 
in] 2003,” said Daw Khaing 
Khaing Nwe, MGMA’s general 
secretary.

“We’ve tried hard to develop the 
skills of our workers. But once the 
skills are acquired, workers often 
quit and move to factories along 
the Chinese and Thai borders in 
search of better pay. We are yet to 
get the high turnover rate under 
control,” she added.

“Myanmar is one of the world’s 
poorest countries. However, 
unlike equally poor nations, such 
as Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam, 

Myanmar is not permitted 
to export goods to European 
countries at lowered tax rates 
under the ‘generalising system 
for preference’ (GSP) for Least 
Developed Countries. This makes 
it difficult to develop Myanmar’s 
garment industry into one that 
is competitive with others in the 
region, as well as making inroads 
into the western market,” she 
said.    

Myanmar was removed from 
GSP following a 1997 ILO report 
that documented labour standards 
violations. 

U Khin Hlaing from Zawtika 
garment factory said that even 
if US sanctions are completely 
lifted, the lack of skilled workers 
will continue to make it tough for 
Myanmar to compete. 

“Even if we were able find 
Western buyers, it would be 
difficult to fulfil their demands 
because there aren’t enough 
skilled workers in Myanmar. It’s 
a huge difficulty,” said U Khin 
Hlaing.

Garment workers shield themselves 
from the sun during a strike demanding 
salary increases and better working 
conditions. Pic: Yadanar

A combination of external and internal problems have pushed the industry to the brink

Garment makers fight to survive

From page 15
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By Myat Nyein Aye

TWO fishing checkpoints 
opened in Tanintharyi 
Region on September 1, 
a  Myanmar Fisher ies 
Federation spokesperson 
said last week. 

As well  as checking 
catches, the Kawthaung and 
Bokbyen sites will also sell 
fuel, ice and water, allowing 
vessels to bypass Myeik 
Archipelago, located 40 
miles (64 kilometres) from 
the region’s main fishing 
grounds. 

“This is good news for 
fishermen because it saves 
time and fuel.  It  also 
means the fish being sold 
in markets are fresher,” 
U Maung Maung Soe, a 
member of the Myanmar 

Fisheries Federation and 
chairperson of the Myanmar 
Fish Farmers Association, 
said on September 11. 

In May, the Ministry of 
Commerce announced it 
would no longer distinguish 
between the trade processes 
of free on board (FOB), 
cost, insurance and freight, 
telegraph transfer and 
letters of credit. 

Export tax was also 
lowered in a bid to stop 
illegal trade. 

The new checkpoints 
use the FOB system and 
Kawthaung checkpoint, 
also known as Shwe Wakk 
Won Tada, is large enough 
for four ships to dock 
simultaneously. 

The fishing season begins 
every year on September 1 
and continues until May 31.

Two new fishing 
checkpoints open 
in Tanintharyi

By Myat May Zin

WESTERN Union signed an 
agreement with Myanmar 
Oriental Bank to offer 
international money transfers 
from the end of September, a 
company official said during a 
ceremony on September 11. 

“We are going to try to 
implement this service as 
soon as possible. At first, 
we will only offer incoming 
payments but hope to get 
permission to offer outbound 
transfers soon,” said U Than 
Win, an MOB senior general 
manager. 

H e  s a i d  M O B  h a d 
been in discussions with 
Western Union to operate 
international transfers since 
March. 

“We  app l i ed  t o  ge t  
permission from the Central 
Bank of Myanmar and then 
held two rounds of talks with 
Western Union before signing 
an agreement on September 
11,” said Daw Phyoe Thu 
Htwe, the bank’s assistant 
general manager.

Myanmar was one of only 
four countries where Western 
Union did not operate – the 
others being Iran, North 
Korea and Cuba.

U Than Win said the fee 
for using the transfer service 
is relatively high for lowly 
paid migrant workers but 

he guaranteed that it would 
be safe. 

“The service fees are high 
but Western Union is totally 
reliable for even for large 
sums of money, which could 
be attractive for businesses 
and NGOs. Western Union 
official said they will adjust 
the fee they charge migrant 
workers,” said U Than Win. 
However, he would not 
disclose the exact fee for the 
service. 

He added that the service 
had another key advantage: 
“Western Union transfers are 
fast – you can take them from 
the bank in the same day.”

Myanmar Oriental Bank 
has 19 offices in Myanmar, 
mainly in the cities of Yangon 
and Mandalay. However, 
the bank is preparing to 
open branch offices in Nay 
Pyi Taw and Myan Aung in 
Ayeyarwady Region. 

“We have only 19 branch 
offices, which we know is 
not enough to make Western 
Union transfers available 
nationwide. We are planning 
to open a network of small 
stations nationwide to offer 
more transfers,” he said. 

U Than Win said most 
Myanmar workers abroad 
rely on the hundi network, 
an illegal international 
remittance network, to 
transfer money back to their 
families in Myanmar. 

MOB links 
with Western 
Union to 
offer money 
transfers

By Jessica Mudditt

A NON-PROFIT design company in 
Yangon won an international award for 
social entrepreneurship on September 
11. 

Proximity Designs, founded by Debbie 
Aung Din and Jim Taylor, received the 
award from the Schwab Foundation 
at a ceremony that took place at the 
World Economic Forum’s (WEF) annual 
meeting in Tianjin, China. 

Proximity Designs was one of 26 
design companies selected from around 
the world to receive the prize.

The 2012 award attracted a pool of 
more than 1000 entrants – with winners 
becoming part of a network that is 
invited to participate in WEF events. 
Schwab co-founder Klaus Schwab is 
WEF executive chairperson. 

Louisa-Jane Richards, media 
communications assistant at Proximity 
Designs, told The Myanmar Times in 
an email: “Our design lab is one of a 
handful in the developing world that 

designs products specifically for the 
rural poor.”

Proximity Designs,  formerly 
International Development Enterprises 
Myanmar (iDE Myanmar), was 
established in 2004 and works in 
partnership with local manufacturers, 
retailers, and villagers to distribute low-
cost products that aim to boost farmers’ 
productivity and income. 

Company co-founder Jim Taylor said: 
“The idea of extreme affordability keeps 
us accountable. If people don’t find our 
products of value, they won’t spend their 
hard-earned money on them.” 

The company’s six-member team, 
which includes local engineers and 
prototype makers, has developed foot-
powered irrigation pumps, water storage 
tanks, drip irrigation systems and solar 
lighting.

“Our first product [was] a foot-
operated irrigation pump that makes 
sure water is there when farmers need 
it, especially during the six months 
when there’s no rain.  It boosts farmers’ 
incomes by as much as 300 percent,” 

said Debbie Aung Din.
Louisa-Jane Richards said Proximity 

Designs’ products are sold at the cost-
price for materials and manufacturing, 
with new products subsidised in the first 
year of release.

The company’s latest device is a 250 
gallon water bucket that is portable, 
lightweight and stable. It was released 
on September 8 and Ms Richards said: 
“Pricing hasn’t been set yet, but it 
will probably start at about K20,000.” 
Proximity has also created a line of 
products more user-friendly than 
the cumbersome watering can. 
Forty-six-year-old U Than Swe 
from Tharyar Gone village, Sibine 
township, uses a pump bought from 
Proximity Designs.

“It’s like spraying water with a motor. 
I expanded my vegetable plot… which 
increased my income, and now I can 
survive without taking loans,” he said.

Earlier this year, Proximity Designs 
won a Skoll Award in recognition of 
the impact its water pumps have on 
harvesting higher crop yields.  

Design company wins international prize
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BARCELONA – Spain’s 
debt-ridden Catalonia 
region unveiled plans on 
September 7 for a US$6-
billion “Barcelona World” 
resort but with financing 
yet to be found and no deal 
signed.

Catalonia revealed the 
project as its regional capital 
Barcelona seemed set to lose 
a battle with Madrid to lure 
US firm Las Vegas Sands to 
build a jobs-rich mega casino 
project, dubbed Eurovegas.

Barcelona World envisages 
six large tourist complexes 
near Port-Aventura south of 
Barcelona with 20,000 hotel 
rooms, shopping centres, a 
theatre, convention centre, 
casinos, services and offices.

Each complex would 
represent a country or 
region: Europe, the United 
States, China, Brazil, Russia 
and India, and the project 
promoters said they hope 
to lure 10 million visitors 
a year.

The plan is backed by 
the Catalonia government, 
La Caixa Bank, and the 
Brazil-based real estate 
developer  Veremonte , 
whose main shareholder is 
Spanish billionaire Enrique 
Banuelos.

They  were  work ing 
“alongside international 
investors”, the Catalan 
government said in a 
statement.

But “nothing has been 
signed, we just have an 
agreement between the 
parties to go ahead with 
the project”, said a finance 
official at the Catalan 
regional government. 

“We are looking for self-
financing on an equity basis, 
which means attracting 
investors to each of the six 
complexes who will also 
take charge of construction 
in that sector.”

Catalonia said the scheme 
would create an estimated 
20,000 jobs, crucial in a period 
when Spain is suffering an 
unemployment rate of nearly 
25 percent, the highest in the 
industrialized world.

Barce lona  Wor ld  i s 
being made public as news 
emerged that Las Vegas 
Sands was likely to spurn 
Barcelona for a mega casino 
project.

The two cities have been 
in talks for months to lure 
Eurovegas, with a decision 
expected by the end of the 
month.

L a s t  w e e k ,  M a d r i d 
regional government head 
Esperanza Aguirre said she 
had a “positive intuition” 
that the Spanish capital 
would be selected.

“Yes, that’s probable,” 
Artur Mas, the head of 
the government of the 
northeastern region of 
Catalonia agreed in a radio 
interview.

Catalonia’s regional and 
sustainability minister, Lluis 
Recoder, said Barcelona 
World was in some ways 
better than Eurovegas.

“It is a developed and 
thought-out project,” he said 
in the Catalan government 
statement.

Unlike the project pushed 
by bill ionaire Sheldon 
Adelson’s Las Vegas Sands, 
“it is a strategic project 
that has consensus of the 
territory”, he added.

Since it was to be located 
in a developed area with 
no planning modifications 
required, “the speed of 
execution of this project is 
greater than any other that 
could be on the table, not 
only in Catalonia but in the 
whole of Spain”, he said.

O p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  
Eurovegas project fear it 
will open the doors to a 
prostitution mafia, and they 
have denounced a return to 
the excesses of the Spanish 
property bubble, which 
imploded in 2008.

Las Vegas Sands, the 
world’s biggest casino 
company by market value, 
operates The Venetian 
and The Palazzo casinos 
in Las Vegas and Marina 
Bay Sands in Singapore. It 
also operates properties in 
Macao. – AFP

Spain’s Catalonia 
unveils plans for 

mega resort project

By Myat Nyein Aye

SOME brickmakers in 
Yangon Region may cease 
product ion  next  year 
following government efforts 
to clamp down on the use of 
farmland for production. 

The move could push 
dozens of brickmakers – and 
hundreds of workers – out of 
a job, industry sources say. 

U San Naing, the owner of 
Sayyoepin brick wholesale 
y a r d  i n  D a n y i n g o n e  
township, said brickmakers 
had been charged by the 
government with misusing 
agricultural land. 

“Officials the Ministry of 
Home Affairs charged us 
with LaNa/39 [Land Grab 
Law 39] because they said 
farmland must be used to 
produce paddy or other 

crops but we used the land 
to make bricks instead,” he 
told The Myanmar Times on 
August 13.  

Machine-made bricks are 
selling for about K200 each 
in the retail market, while 
handmade bricks cost about 
K120, he added.

U Zaw Min Tun, the 
owner of  a  handmade 
brick factory in Hwambi 
township, said producers 
use no more than 4 acres 
of land, adding that brick 
production only consumed 
about 0.25 an acre annually 
for such a farm.

He added that handmade 
brickmakers are mostly 
based in Hlawga, Hmawbi, 
Taikkyi and Shwe Pyi 
Thar townships. However, 
brickmakers in Taikkyi, 
Hmawbi and Shwe Pyi Thar 
townships had come under 

increasing government 
scrutiny since March.

“Sixty people from Taikkyi, 
47 from Hlawga and another 
25 from Hmawbi township 
have been charged by the 
government for misusing 
agricultural land,” said Ko 
Poe Htoo, the owner of a 
handmade brick factory in 
Hlawga township. 

Ma Poe, the owner of a 
factory in Taikkyi township, 
said production had fallen 
in past months as a result of 
the government’s actions. 

“There were more than 
100 brickmakers in Taikkyi 
township in the past but 
now there are only 30,” she 
said.

S h e  a d d e d  t h a t 
brickmakers invested only 
half as much money this 
year as they have in previous 
years because they were 
afraid they would be shut 
down by the government.

“We used to invest up 
to K40 million a year to 
operate the factory but these 
days it is between K15-20 
million. If this continues 
it will starve the market of 
bricks,” she said. 

Ma Poe said she has been 
arrested twice for operating 
her factory – the first time 
she spent one month in 
jail and the second time 15 
days. 

“I hear that sentences in 
future might be increased to 
six months. This is a difficult 
time for us and we might 
have to stop. But I won’t 
do that until I see what 
the government’s position 
on this is after monsoon,” 
she said. 

“The government said 
brickmakers don’t cultivate 
the land but some of the 
farmland cannot be used for 
farming anyway. And we’ve 
been doing this for a long 
time,” said Ko Poe Htoo. 

“We want to survey our 

farmland and get permission 
from the government for our 
work,” he added.

Brickmakers said their 
industry is essential for 
the country and if they are 
allowed to continue they 
would be happy to pay taxes 
to the government. 

“I don’t want to cease 
production because my 
factory only uses 4 or 5 acres 
of farmland and I employ 
more than 200 people.

“There are 26 other 
f a c t o r i e s  i n  H m a w b i 
township and 44 in Shwe 
Pyi Thar. It’s not fair to 
rob the people who depend 
on those factories for an 
income of their jobs,” said 
one factory owner. 

Brickmakers earn about 
K6 for each brick they bake, 
an average of K1200 a day. 

U Zaw Min Tun, the 
factory owner Hmawbi 
township, said: “We pay 
workers from K1000-2000 
a day. We also build basic 
houses for workers because 
most of them do not have 
anywhere else to live.”

“We cannot stop this 
business because we need 
to consider how our workers 
will survive,” he said. 

Another factory owner 
said brickmakers were being 
unfairly targeted, adding 
that vast alcohol factories 
had been built on farmland 
too but the government 
had no charged them with 
misusing farmland. 

A female labourer who 
lives in Hmawbi township 
said: “I originally came here 
from Pathein [Ayeyarwady 
Region]. I have nowhere else 
to live so the factory owner 
lets me stay in a small house 
and provides me with food 
too.”

“I earn a salary of about 
K20,000 a month and don’t 
want to find another job,” 
she said. 

Govt squeezes brickmakers 
over usage of farming land

A brickmaker outside of Nay Pyi Taw 
arranges bricks to dry. Pic: Kaung Htet

BBVA
(Reg: No. IV/1892/2003)

in respect of:-
“Banking services, insurance services, financial, 
monetary and real estate services”

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the 
said trademark or other infringements whatsoever will 
be dealt with according to law.

U Kyi Win Associates 
for Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria, S.A
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416
Dated:  17th September, 2012

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Banco Bilbao Vizcaya 
Argentaria, S.A   a company organized under the 
laws of Spain and having its principal office at Plaza 
San Nicolas, 4 48005 Bilbao, Spain is the Owner and 
Sole Proprietor of the following trademark: -

TRADE MARK CAUTION
MCILHENNY COMPANY a corporation of the State 
of Maine, with an office at Avery Island, Louisiana 
70513 U.S.A, is the Owner of the following Trade 
Mark:-

TABASCO
Reg. No. 74/1984

in respect of “condiments, sauces, drink mixes and 
preparations for making alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
beverages”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said 
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  MCILHENNY COMPANY
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 17 September 2012
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MADRID – International 
teams have built 19 sun-
powered homes in Spain’s 
capital for a contest that 
shows off futuristic designs, 
including one house that 
swivels 180 degrees.

In western Madrid’s huge 
Casa de Campo park, the 
sun glints off the solar 
panels of a futuristic mini-
village erected in 10 days 
by university teams from 
China, Japan, Brazil, Egypt 
and across Europe.

One home built by a 
Portuguese team can turn to 
track the sun’s rays, a French-
designed house has walls 
that move electronically, 
and a Japanese abode has 
its own rice paddy.

The homes competing in 
the Solar Decathlon Europe 
2012, which opened Friday, 
face a 15-day marathon of 
10 trials to measure their 
merits, including energy 
eff ic iency,  design and 
comfort.

The winner will be the 
home that consumes the 
least natural resources and 
produces minimal waste 
during its brief lifetime 
producing electricity.

The contest is sponsored 
by private enterprise and 
by the Spanish government, 
which subsidises entrants 
with up to 50,000 euros 
(US$65,000).

Some students say they 
have worked day and night 
to scramble up the homes, 

which are linked to a special 
energy grid capable of 
storing surplus output and 
even feeding it back to the 
Madrid grid. 

One of the most striking 
entrants is by Portugal’s 
Universidade de Porto, 
a cork and timber home 
enfolded by a sloping roof of 
voltaic solar panels.

“The house can turn by 
180 degrees,” explained 
23-year-old engineering 
student Joao Agostinho.

It is not just a swivelling 
home, however.

In fact, the house moves 
electronically according to 
variations in the sun and 
light so as to make best use 
of the sun’s energy and to 
reduce the need for heat and 
interior lighting.

The rotation of the entire 
home uses up the equivalent 
of six light bulbs’ energy, the 
team boasts, and the result 
is that the building produces 
2.5 times more energy than 
it consumes.

“The concept is that we 
have a cube in the middle 
of the house with all the 
technical equipment and 
we build around it,” said 
Agostinho.

The competition, first 
held in 1999 under the 
sponsorship of the US 
Department of Energy, 
lured 200,000 visitors when 
last held in Madrid in 2010. 
China is to host the next 
edition in 2013. – AFP

Swivelling solar 
home stars in 

Madrid contest 

By Htar Htar Khin 

A GROUP of  lawyers 
held a press conference 
on September 9 to oppose 
the government leasing 
the High Court and Small 
Causes Court, formerly 
the Police Commissioner’s 
headquarters, in Yangon to 
private enterprises. 

The High Court building, 
on the corner of Pansodan 
and Mahabandoola Garden 
R o a d s  i n  K y a u k t a d a 
township, will become a 
museum, while the Small 
Cause Court on the corner 
of Strand Road and Bank 
Street in the same township 
will be turned into a hotel.

Both are heritage-listed 
buildings.

A member of a lawyers’ 
network  campaigning 
against the leases, U Ko Ni 
of Laurel Law Firm, said 
there was no reason the High 
Court should not continue in 
its current role. 

“The High Court is almost 
100 years old and should 
continue operating as a 
court of law and a national 
icon,” he said. 

U Ko Ni added that lawyers 
from the Small Causes Court 
building were evicted from 
the site in April this year and 
are have moved to a building 
in Thingangyun township in 
a location that he described 
as “highly inconvenient for 

clients, lawyers and court 
staff”.

“I oppose this move for 
reasons of public interest. 

The former Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs on Yangon-
Pyay Road, for instance, 
was vacant for a long time 

before it was handed over to 
a private owner. 

“But I can’t understand 
why this happened to the 

court buildings,” he said. 
Lawyers first met to 

discuss the campaign on June 
1 at Royal Rose restaurant 

in Bahan township and 
submitted a letter of appeal 
to President U Thein Sein 
and the speakers of the 
upper and lower houses 
of parliament in July. A 
letter was also been sent to 
the Yangon Region Chief 
Minister last month.

 “While we were waiting 
f o r  a  rep ly  f rom the  
authorities, a green iron 
fence was erected in front of 
the Small Causes Court,” U 
Ko Ni said.  

The lawyer said this 
latest development, which 
took place in late August, is 
cause for “great worry”. 

He told The Myanmar 
Times that the case has 
become a heated concern 
and the lawyers’ network 
held the September 9 press 
conference to let know media 
about the subject as well as 
the planned campaign. 

“If nothing happens in 
the next few weeks, we will 
hold demonstrations and 
other means of opposing the 
government’s decision - in 
accordance with bylaws,” U 
Ko Ni said.  

Weekly Eleven News 
Journal reported that the 
High Court building has been 
leased to Htun Foundation 
and the Small Causes Court 
will be co-leased by Flying 
Tiger Engineering and 
Jewellery Lucky Production. 
The agreed terms are 60-
year leases. 

Lawyers object to leases for court buildings

A pedestrian walks in front of the Small Causes Court 
at the corner Bank Street and Strand Road in Kyauktada 
township on September 13. Pic: Ko Taik
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By Emily Langer
 
S A N  F R A N C I S C O  –  B i l l 
Moggridge, a British industrial 
designer who was credited with 
creating the clamshell form of the 
modern laptop, an innovation that 
helped transform the computer 
from a desk-bound behemoth to a 
ubiquitous, go-everywhere part of 
daily life, died in a San Francisco 
hospice on September 8.

He was 69 and had cancer, his 
son Alex Moggridge said.

M o g g r idg e  h ad  be en  an 
international leader in the 
field of design for decades. He 
was a co-founder of IDEO, an 
innovation and design firm with 
offices around the world. Since, 
2010 he had been director of the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Cooper-
Hewitt, National Design Museum 
in New York.

In recent years, he helped create 
and promote a field of study 
called “interaction design” – the 
study, essentially, of how humans 

interact with computers.
Until his death, he remained 

best known for the GRiD Compass, 
a computing device he began 
designing in 1979 for the Silicon 
Valley company, Grid Systems 
Corp.

The GRiD Compass, Time 
magazine declared in a recent 
account of the machine’s creation, 
was “one of the most clever pieces 
of engineering in computing 
history.” Released in 1982, it 
featured a keyboard and 6-inch 
yellow-on-black screen display. 
The two pieces were held together 
by a hinge and that allowed the 
user to open and close the machine 
like a briefcase.

Even as laptops became lighter 
and more powerful, contemporary 
models continued to rely on 
Moggridge’s basic design. Laptops 
were reported to have outsold 
desktop computers for the first 
time in 2008.

The GRiD Compass was not 
the first portable computer on 
the market, Time magazine said, 

but the device, despite its initial 
1982 price of US$8150, was a big 
advance in weight and usability.

Unlike the tablet design, the 
hinge mechanism allowed users to 
manoeuvre the screen for optimal 
viewing. The fold-up construction 
protected the screen as well as 
the keyboard. And it was travel-
friendly.

It was the embodiment of 
Moggridge’s belief that design, rather 
than an aesthetic question, was a 
means of “solving problems.”

The problem with computers, 
as far as he was concerned, was 
that they were too big. Moggridge 
credited John Ellenby, the founder 
of GRiD Systems Corp, with 
being the “impetus” for the GRiD 
Compass project.

According to Moggridge, Ellenby 
had met a top-level White House 
official who told him of the need 
for the computing power of the 
desktop in a device half the size 
of a briefcase. “That became our 
guiding principle,” Moggridge told 
Smithsonian Magazine.

The GRiD Compass quickly 
received recognition from the 
scientific and military community. 
NASA appreciated the machine’s 
sturdy magnesium case and took it 
into orbit during the Space Shuttle 
program. The military used it, as 
well. The British defence ministry 
demonstrated its durability by 
throwing it out the window and 
the US military used it during 
the 1983 invasion of Grenada, the 
London Independent reported.

As his career progressed, 
Moggridge moved away from 
physical design as he became 
increas ingly  interested  in 
interaction design. His books 
included Designing Interactions 
(2006) and Designing Media 
(2010).

He became director of the 
Cooper-Hewitt museum in 2010 
and oversaw the museum at a time 
of rapid expansion. Undergoing 
renovation, the museum will 
reopen in 2014.

William Grant Moggridge was 
born in London on June 25, 1943.

In 1965, Moggridge received 
a diploma in art and design 
from what is now Central Saint 
Martins College of Art and 
Design in London. He worked 
as  an  industr ia l  des igner 
before founding a consulting 
firm, Moggridge Associates, in 
England in 1969. He opened an 
office in Palo Alto, California, 
in 1979.

In his early career in America, 
reported Design Week, he worked 
on “garage projects” with Apple, 
Microsoft and other companies 
that became giants in the field 
of computer technology.

IDEO was formed in 1991 
when Moggridge merged his 
company with two other firms.

Moggridge predicted that 
the laptop will “last forever,” 
alongside new technologies and 
devices such as the iPad.

“It’s a form that is very practical 
. . . and it is very portable,” he 
said. “I can’t see the laptop ever 
being completely replaced.”

– The Washington Post

Pioneer designer of first modern laptop dies in US, aged 69

Briefs

Internet beats sex 
for young Germans

BERLIN – Nearly one young 
German in five would rath-
er do without sex than give 
up the internet for a year, 
said a poll on the country’s 
online habits published on 
September 10.

Eighteen percent of those 
surveyed said their drive 
to use the web was stron-
ger than their sex drive, 
according to the survey of 
Germans between the ages 
of 18 and 35 for lifestyle 
magazine NEON.

“The net plays an impor-
tant role for the first inter-
net generation but there is 
also life beyond the World 
Wide Web,” NEON said in a 
summary of the findings.

It said young Germans 
who consider themselves 
“Digital Natives” had dif-
ferent tastes and lifestyles 
than their parents, with 
66pc saying they “rarely” or 
“never” felt overwhelmed by 
the online options at their 
disposal.

Seventy percent said that 
they only visit 10 or fewer 
websites regularly while 
just 12pc regularly visit 
more than 25 internet ad-
dresses. – AFP

Global IT spending 
to grow in 2012

WASHINGTON – World-
wide spending on informa-
tion technology is expected 
to grow 6 percent this 
year in constant currency, 
a slight dip from 2011, a 
research firm said on Sep-
tember 10.

International Data Cor-
poration said the growth 
pace, down from 7pc last 
year, comes “in spite of con-
tinuing macroeconomic un-
certainty”.

“Strong performances in 
the software, storage, en-
terprise network, and mo-
bile device markets has so 
far offset weaker trends in 
PCs, servers, peripherals, 
and telecom provider equip-
ment,” the report said. 

– AFP

By Glenn Chapman

SAN FRANCISCO, – Apple on 
Wednesday introduced a new 
iPhone 5 with a bigger screen and 
slimmer body that analysts quickly 
branded a sure hit for the culture-
changing tech giant.

Apple chief executive Tim Cook 
called the launch “the biggest 
thing to happen to iPhone since 
the iPhone.”

The California company called the 
iPhone 5 “the thinnest smartphone 
in the world,” with a glass and 
aluminium body that is 18 percent 
thinner and 20pc lighter than 
iPhone 4S.

The new iPhone has a rich four-
inch (10-centimeter) display prime 
for the red-hot smartphone market, 
in which screen size is one of the 
key factors important to buyers, 
according to Nielsen senior vice 
president Jeff Wender.

At a packed launch event in 
San Francisco, Apple marketing 
chief Phil Schiller praised the new 
iPhone as “an absolute jewel.”

Apple will start taking orders 
for the phone Friday and begin 
shipments on September 21 in 
the US, Canada, Britain, France, 
Germany, Australia, Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Japan, and the 
phone will be available in 100 
countries by the end of the year.

Pricing for US customers will 
start at $199 with a two-year 
telecom service contract.

Schiller said the taller iPhone 
nestles in one’s palm to naturally 
align with thumbs and works on 
the faster mobile Internet networks 
known as LTE.

“When you carry your phone 
it should fit beautifully in your 
hand, that is just how we designed 
iPhone 5,” he said. “Everything you 
do looks gorgeous on this beautiful 
widescreen display.”

The new device features Apple’s 
own new A6 processor, which 
according to Schiller doubles the 
speed for loading Web graphics.

“The primary purchase drivers 
for smartphones are price, features, 
operating system, apps and screen 
size,” Wender said during an iPhone 
5 hands-on session during the 
event. “Apple addressed all those 
key drivers today in spades.”

Battery life, a key complaint of 
smartphone users, is extended to 
eight hours with mobile phone and 
browsing and 10 hours if Wi-Fi 
connections are used.

A p p l e  a l s o  c u s t o m i z e d  a 
sophisticated mapping program, 
upgraded its voice-activated 
assistant known as Siri and more 
tightly integrated Facebook.

Analysts expect Apple to sell tens 
of millions of iPhone 5 models in 
coming months.

Morgan Stanley analyst Katy 
Huberty said Apple may ship 
between 48 million and 53 million 
iPhones in the fourth quarter and 
“up to 266 million” in 2013.

But NPD analyst Stephen Baker 
cautioned that the key US market 
has “very different dynamics” than 
for previous iPhone launches.

“The US smartphone market 
appears to be an increasingly 
mature one,” he said.

Baker contended that it would 
be “more difficult for Apple to 
easily take share from weakened 
competitors, because many of the 
easy share gains have already been 
accomplished.”

Apple has fierce customer loyalty 
and has been rapidly gaining users, 
but has failed to keep pace with 
smartphones powered by Google’s 
Android operating system.

Research firm IDC said Apple 
had 16.9pc of the global smartphone 
market, with 68 percent of the 
market held by makers of Android 
phones, led by Samsung.

“I think we will see some reaction 
that Apple didn’t do enough and 
that some of the features are just 
catch-up,” Forrester analyst Charles 
Golvin said after the event.

“But, when you look at the way 
the whole package is put together 
in a beautiful, thin, light device, 
you’ll see that Apple has taken 
another step.”

An iPhone change with the 
potential to irk fans is a new 
“Lightning” connector to replace 
30-pin connections, the piece that 
connects devices to computers, 
power outlets or docking stations.

Apple will sell adaptors for 
plugging new generation iPhone 
and iPod touch devices into 
accessories already owned, such 
as stereo speakers or car sound 
systems.

The change prompted popular 
wireless headset and speaker 
maker Jawbone to release a 
YouTube video showing stereo 
dock accessories exploding in time 
with “The Blue Danube Waltz” by 
Johann Strauss.

“We think the dock is dead,” said 
Jawbone chief executive Hosain 
Rahman. “Some people are worried 

about the connector news making 
their mobile docks obsolete, but 
we think docks make your mobile 
device immobile.”

“The future is wireless,” said 
the head of the company behind 
Jambox speakers.

Apple shares, which hit record 
highs this week and extended the 
company’s position as the world’s 
most valuable firm, rose 1.39pc to 
$669.79 on the news. Shares inched 
up to $671.20 in after-hours trades 
on the Nasdaq.

Ben Reitzes at Barclays said 
much of the news was already 

known but added: “We believe 
today’s announcement marks the 
beginning of a distinctive holiday 
season for Apple that blends today’s 
iPhone launch with the iPad mini 
launch.”

Apple is widely expected to launch 
a smaller version of its market-
leading iPad tablet computer later 
this year.

Wednesday’s launch event also 
unveiled a new lineup of music 
players including the iPod touch, 
essentially an iPhone without 
mobile connections, and the iPod 
nano. – AFP

Apple CEO Tim Cook speaks during an Apple special event at the Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts on September 12, 2012 in San Francisco, 
California. Apple announced the iPhone 5, the latest version of the 
popular smart phone. Pic: AFP

Apple goes big screen with iPhone 5
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WASHINGTON – The United States kept 
Myanmar, Bolivia and Venezuela on its drug 
trafficking “black list” on September 14, 
but said Yangon’s recent reforms merited a 
“national interest waiver” for aid.

For the fourth year running, Washington 
accused all three countries of having “failed 
demonstrably” to fight the drug trade.

But  Pres ident  Barack  Obama ’s 
administration noted that Myanmar, which 
has been blacklisted since 2002 and is the 
world’s second largest cultivator of opium 
poppy, has made significant strides this year 
in joining the international fight against 
illegal drugs.

Myanmar officials have already destroyed 
more than three times the amount of opium 
poppy lands as they did last year, said 
the president’s annual memorandum to 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton that helps 
set US drug policy.

Nonethe less ,  “Burma ’ s  current 
counternarcotics performance is not sufficient 
to meet its international counternarcotics 
cooperation obligations,” Obama said, using 
Myanmar’s former name.

However, Obama added that “given the 
government’s demonstrated commitment 
to reform and promising signs of action on 
future poppy eradication, it is in the interest 
of the US government to grant Burma a 
national interest waiver,” meaning US 
support will continue there.

Last year, there was no cooperation with 

Myanmar.
Obama said maintaining aid to Venezuela 

and Bolivia was also “vital to the national 
interests of the United States,” despite the 
counternarcotics failures of the two Latin 
American nations.

Venezuela remains “one of the preferred 
trafficking routes out of South America,” 
thanks to its “porous western border with 
Colombia, weak judicial system, inconsistent 
international counternarcotics cooperation 
and generally permissive and corrupt 
environment,” Obama wrote.

Obama alleged that some officials were 
“credibly reported” to be involved in the 
drug trade.

The president’s report cheered some 
success in Bolivia, especially those backed 
by the US government, but noted that 
overall, the country has made a “negligible 
contribution” to global counternarcotics 
efforts. 

The memo also noted that senior Bolivian 
officials have been arrested for “facilitating 
drug shipments.”

Bolivia responded by “vigorously” denying 
Washington’s allegations, saying they do not 
reflect La Paz’s counternarcotics efforts. 

Bolivia, Myanmar and Venezuela are 
among more than 20 countries – including 
Afghanistan, Colombia and Mexico – listed 
as “major drug transit and/or major illicit 
drug producing countries” in the 2012 
memorandum. – AFP

US keeps Myanmar on drug list

WASHINGTON – President Barack 
Obama vowed on September 14 to 
“stand fast” against spreading anti-
US violence raging in the Arab world, 
as he mourned four Americans slain 
in Libya after their remains were 
flown home.

In a heart-rending homecoming, 
four transfer caskets draped in 
American flags were slowly borne 
from the belly of a giant C-17 
transport plane by slow-walking 
Marines in dress uniforms, and set 
down in a hangar.

US ambassador Chris Stevens and 
the three other Americans died on 
September 11 when a mob furious 
over an anti-Muslim internet video 
made on US soil torched the American 
consulate in Benghazi, part of a 
eruption of violence in the region.

“Greater love hath no man than 
this, that he lay down his life for 
his friends,” Obama said, quoting 
the Bible as he honoured four 
“American patriots” for embodying 
national qualities of courage, hope 
and idealism.

“Their sacrifice will never be 
forgotten, we will bring to justice 
those who took them from us. We will 
stand fast against the violence on our 
diplomatic missions,” Obama said 
at Andrews Air Force Base outside 

Washington.
As he spoke, a furious wave of anti-

American violence ripped across the 
Middle East and North Africa, with 
a crowd invading the US embassy 
compound in Tunis, and guards at 
the US embassy in Khartoum firing 
warning shots at protesters.

Fresh violence erupted in Yemen 
and Cairo and demonstrations took 

place in Bangladesh, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Pakistan, Iraq, Israel 
and the Gaza Strip, Morocco, Syria, 
Kuwait, Nigeria and Kenya.

Six people were killed and dozens 
injured in the violence on September 
14.

Obama said that the “awful” loss 
and terrible images may cause some 
to question the dangerous work of 

US diplomats abroad, but argued 
that America must not abandon its 
global mission to spread dignity and 
freedom.

“Even as voices of suspicion and 
mistrust seek to divide countries and 
cultures from one another, the United 
States of America will never retreat 
from the world,” he vowed.

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
told grieving relatives of Stevens, 
information officer Sean Smith and 
former Navy SEALs Tyrone Woods 
and Glen Doherty that the killings 
dishonoured the spirit of the Arab 
Spring.

“The people of Egypt, Libya, Yemen 
and Tunisia did not trade the tyranny 
of a dictator for the tyranny of a mob,” 
she said.

US military and intelligence 
agencies have already launched a 
manhunt in Libya for the militants 
who staged the assault on the 
consulate in Benghazi.

The violence erupted in response to 
excerpts of the Innocence of Muslims 
video mocking Islam.

In comments on September 13, 
Clinton described the video as 
“disgusting and reprehensible”. 
But she also reiterated: “There is 
justification, none at all, for responding 
to this video with violence.” – AFP

Obama lauds film rage victims

US President Barack Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton with 
employees at the State Department in Washington on September 12, a 
day after the killing of ambassador to Libya, Christopher Stevens, and 
three staff at the US consulate in Benghazi, Libya. Pic: AFP

SYDNEY – A plane carrying 
36 Sri Lankan men arrived 
in the tiny Pacific nation 
of Nauru on September 14 
as part of Australia’s tough 
new stand against a record 
influx of boatpeople. They 
are the first asylum-seek-
ing boat arrivals to undergo 
offshore processing by Aus-
tralia since the Nauru facil-
ity closed in 2008.

PHNOM PENH – Cambodia’s 
Khmer Rouge court on Sep-
tember 14 delayed freeing 
the regime’s former “First 
Lady”, who has dementia, 
after prosecutors requested 
tighter conditions for the 
genocide suspect’s release. 
The UN-backed tribunal 
had ruled the previous day 
that Ieng Thirith, 80, was 
mentally unfit for trial and 
should be released.

NEW YORK – New York 
on September 13 became 
the first city in the United 
States to impose a limited 
ban on super-sized soft 
drinks which have been 
blamed by Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg for contributing 
to a national obesity crisis. 

– AFP

Briefly
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A couple strolls at sunset among US national flags erected at Malibu, California, last 
week to honour victims of the attacks on September 11, 2001. In an anniversary 
speech at the Pentagon on September 11, President Barack Obama said the legacy 
of the attacks would “not be one of fear or hate or division. It will be a safer world, a 
stronger nation and a people more united than ever before.” In a poignant ceremony 
held every year since the attacks, friends and relatives of the 2983 people killed 
when al-Qaeda hijackers slammed airliners into New York’s World Trade Center 
gathered at Ground Zero to read out the names of the dead. Pic: AFP

W A S H I N G T O N  –  U S 
authorities have awarded 
former UBS banker Bradley 
Birkenfeld a US$104 million 
reward for blowing the 
whistle on the Swiss bank’s 
tax fraud, a whistleblowers 
group said on September 
11.

“This is believed to be the 
largest reward ever given to 
an individual whistleblower 
in the United States and 
the first major reward 
issued under the IRS tax 
whistleblower law,” the 
National Whistleblowers 
Center said in a statement.

B i r k e n f e l d  e a r n e d 
the  r eward  f r om the  
Internal Revenue Service 
for  prov id ing  the  US 
government with “insider 
information on UBS’s illegal 
offshore banking scheme,” 
said the Washington-based 
nonprofit organisation.

National Whistleblowers 

said his disclosures directly 
resulted in UBS paying 
a $780 million fine to the 
United States.

“Mr Birkenfeld’s disclosures 
also forced the Swiss 
government to change its tax 
treaty with the United States, 
resulting in UBS turning over 
the names of over 4900 US 
taxpayers who held illegal 
offshore accounts. These 
‘taxpayers’ are now being 
investigated and prosecuted,” 
the centre said. 

The UBS case was part 
of a broad push by US 
tax authorities to gain 
information on accounts 
held overseas by Americans 
allowing them to avoid US 
taxation.

“Today is a great day for 
whistleblowers,” said Dean 
Zerbe, one of Birkenfeld’s 
lawyers. “Today is a terrible 
day for big-time tax cheats,” 
he said. – AFP

Tax fraud whistleblower
paid a reward of $104m

VIENNA – The UN atomic agency’s board 
approved with a crushing majority on 
September 13 a resolution criticising Iran 
brought by world powers that was also aimed 
at dissuading Israel from military action.

The resolution expresses “serious concern 
that Iran continues to defy” UN Security 
Council resolutions for it to suspend uranium 
enrichment, a process which can be used 
for peaceful purposes but also in a nuclear 
weapon.

The resolution was introduced at the 
meeting of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s 35-nation board of governors on 
September 12 after days of haggling between 
Western nations and Russia and China, 
which are seen as more lenient on Tehran.

It was approved by 31 countries, with 
Cuba voting against and Egypt, Ecuador and 
Tunisia abstaining, all four of them members 
of the Non-Aligned Movement of which Iran 

is currently the rotating president.
Iran insists its expanding atomic program 

is for peaceful purposes. But as the IAEA has 
repeatedly said that it is unable to vouch for 
this, the UN Security Council has passed 
six resolutions against Tehran, four with 
sanctions attached.

The US and the European Union have also 
imposed additional unilateral sanctions that 
have hit Iran’s vital oil exports hard.

“I think this resolution sends a very clear 
signal to Iran that the diplomatic pressure is 
intensifying and Iran’s isolation is growing,” 
US envoy to the IAEA, Robert Wood, told 
reporters in Vienna after the vote.

Iran’s envoy Ali Asghar Soltanieh hit back 
saying the resolution “is not the way to resolve 
the Iranian nuclear issue.

“It will only complicate the situation and 
jeopardise the cooperative environment,” he 
told journalists. – AFP

Atomic watchdog chastises Tehran

WASHINGTON – President 
Barack  Obama ca l led 
Benjamin Netanyahu on 
September 11 after he 
provoked a sudden crisis 
in relations by warning 
Washington had no moral 
right to stop Israel attacking 
Iran’s nuclear program.

In an unusual move, 
Obama called the Prime 
Minister in the early hours 
Israel time, after a day 
of fast-rising tensions, 
exacerbated when Israeli 
officials said Obama had 
snubbed  Netanyahu ’ s 
request for talks during a 
US visit.

The spat erupted less 
than two months before the 
US presidential election, as 
Republican nominee and 
Netanyahu friend Mitt 
Romney seeks to damage 
Obama’s foreign policy 
prestige by accusing him 
of deserting Israel and 
appeasing Iran.

A US statement said the 
call lasted an hour and 
insisted there was no rift 
over how to handle Iran, but 
left the impression Obama 
was irked at Netanyahu’s 

rhetoric on a key foreign 
policy crisis weighing on his 
re-election hopes.

The statement also said 
that contrary to reports 
in the Israeli press “there 
was never a request for 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
to meet with President 
Obama in Washington, nor 
was a request for a meeting 
ever denied.”

“ P r e s i d e n t  O b a m a 
a n d  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Netanyahu reaffirmed that 
they are united in their 
determination to prevent 
Iran from obtaining a 
nuc l ear  weapon ,  and 
agreed to continue their 
close consultations going 
forward,” it said.

The Israeli leader angered 
Obama aides, who have 
seen Republicans accuse 
the president of throwing 
Israel “under the bus,” 
when he publicly criticised 
Washington’s refusal to 
set “red lines” for action on 
Iran’s nuclear program.

“The world tells Israel: 
Wait, there’s still time. And 
I say: wait for what? Wait 
until when?” Netanyahu 

said in English earlier on 
September 11, in comments 
clearly aimed directly at 
the White House.

“Those in the international 
community who refuse to 
put red lines before Iran 
don’t have a moral right 
to place a red light before 
Israel,” he said.

The dispute came amid 
fervent speculation that 
Netanyahu could order a 
unilateral strike on the 
Islamic Republic’s nuclear 
p rogram –  an  ac t i on 
Washington believes would 
be premature.

The White House says 
there is  sti l l  t ime for 
diplomacy and sanctions to 
change Iranian behaviour, 
though it warns Obama is 
ultimately prepared to use 
force to stop the Islamic 
Republic getting a nuclear 
weapon.

Washington has been 
unwilling to publicly state 
“red lines” for action, fearing 
that Iran will trigger an 
immediate crisis by going 
right up to them in a game 
of nuclear brinkmanship. 

– AFP

US, Israel tensions
flare over Iran row

NEW YORK – A New York 
federal judge last week shot 
down part of a controversial 
a n t i - t e r r o r  l a w  t h a t 
journalists and scholars 
had feared could see them 
locked up indefinitely for 
expressing their opinions.

Judge Katherine Forrest 
issued a ruling on September 
12 that permanently blocked 
a section of the National 
Defence Authorisation 
Act signed by President 
Barack Obama at the end 
of last year authorising the 
detention of US citizens 
accused of supporting terror 
groups.

The suit was brought 
by activists,  including 
former New York Times 
journalist Chris Hedges 
and outspoken academic 
Noam Chomsky, who said 
the law was vague and 
could be used to curtail 
reporters’ and other civilian 
citizens’ right to free speech 

guaranteed under the 
US Constitution’s First 
Amendment.

They also argued that 
the Fifth Amendment, 
guaranteeing Americans’ 
l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  w a s 
threatened.

In her ruling, Forrest 
said the plaintiffs did 
“present evidence that 
First Amendment rights 
have already been harmed 
and will be harmed by the 
prospect of (the law) being 
enforced. The public has 
a strong and undoubted 
in teres t  in  the  c l ear 
preservation of First and 
Fifth Amendment rights.”

The court “permanently” 
halts enforcement of that 
part of the law after it issued 
a preliminary injunction 
against it in May, Forrest 
said, calling on Congress to 
reexamine the measure.

The section of the law, 
signed by Obama on New 

Year’s Eve, allows the US 
military to detain anyone 
accused of supporting the 
Taliban or al-Qaeda until 
“the end of hostilities.”

Hedges, a Pulitzer Prize 
winner, has said that the so-
called Homeland Battlefield 
provisions suggest “the 
totalitarian credo of endless 
war waged against enemies 
within ‘the homeland’ as 
well as those abroad.”

The judge’s decision to 
confirm the May ruling is 
seen as highly unusual in its 
stern rebuke of Congress.

Hedges said he already 
had cut back on contacts 
in the Middle East, for fear 
that his associations could 
lead to him being accused 
of breaking the law.

But  Forrest ,  in  her 
ruling, said “no detention 
based upon (the measure) 
can occur” because it was 
beyond the scope of the 
law. – AFP

New York judge blocks section
of controversial anti-terror law
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American actress Angelina Jolie, a special envoy of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
greets a Syrian girl at a refugee camp in Lebanon’s 
Bekaa Valley on September 12. The UNHCR said 
on September 11 that the number of refugees 
who have fled Syria had reached 253,106. “The 
speed with which people are fleeing the country 
... is an extraordinary acceleration of the crisis,” 
UNHCR spokesman Adrian Edwards said. In Jordan 
alone, there are 85,197 registered refugees, with a 
further 35,961 awaiting processing, the UN agency 
said. Pic: AFP/UNHCR

MOGADISHU – Somalia’s president 
survived an assassination bid on September 
12, just two days into his new job, when 
bomb blasts claimed by Islamist rebels 
rocked the Mogadishu hotel where he was 
meeting Kenya’s foreign minister.

Hassan Sheikh Mohamud was unharmed 
after two blasts went off outside the hotel 
where he had been staying in Mogadishu, but 
three soldiers were killed in what appeared 
to be an attack by multiple suicide bombers.

“There has been a blast around the hotel 
where the president was. The president is 
safe. All the people who were inside the 
hotel are safe,” Ali Houmed, spokesman 
for the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) told AFP.

A police officer said a Ugandan soldier 
from the regional force and two Somali 
troops were killed in the attack, adding that 
initial reports suggested it was carried out 
by three suicide bombers.

Hassan, 56, whose election on September 
10 was widely welcomed as a boost to 
Somalia’s peace prospects, was meeting 
Kenyan Foreign Minister Sam Ongeri at 
the time of the explosions.

The Shebab, an al-Qaeda-linked group which 

has been waging a bloody insurgency against 
Somalia’s Western-backed government, 
claimed responsibility for the attack.

The Shebab had said the previous day it 
considered as illegitimate the UN-backed 
process which saw newly-designated 
lawmakers elect Hassan.

The newly-elected academic’s predecessors 
have all survived assassination attempts in 
the war-ravaged Somali capital.

Hassan unexpectedly defeated incumbent 
president Sharif Sheikh Ahmed in the 
September 10 vote in what was interpreted 
as a sign that Somali leaders wanted to 
break with the corruption-tainted outgoing 
administration.

The US State Department welcomed 
the peace activist’s election as heralding 
“new era of Somali governance” while 
other Western powers also hailed the vote 
as a major milestone in efforts to restore 
peace.

Somalia has not had a credible central 
authority since the 1991 ouster of former 
president Siad Barre but Hassan’s election 
came as a semblance of normality returned 
to Mogadishu and hopes of a recovery 
grew. – AFP

New Somali president
survives bomb attacks

RUSTENBURG – The world’s 
top platinum producer Anglo 
American shut down its main 
South African operations on 
September 12 as fears rose 
that widening strikes are 
spiralling into an industry 
revolt.

The latest unrest broke 
out on roads leading to Anglo 
American, which halted 
work at its Rustenburg 
mines in the same region as 
the London-listed Lonmin 
plant where 45 people have 
died in a wildcat strike that 
started last month.

Anglo American denied 
its workers were on strike, 
saying staff were unable to 
report for duty and were 
being intimidated with the 
threat of violence.

South Africa’s key mining 
sector, which contributes 
around a fifth of the country’s 
GDP, has been hit by a 
wave of increasingly militant 
strikes that have spilled 
from the world’s richest 
platinum mines into the gold 
sector.

The police shooting of 34 
people at Lonmin’s Marikana 
mine was last month has 
been described as the worst 
case of police violence since 
the end of apartheid.

Lonmin is the world’s third 
biggest platinum producer. 

– AFP

Mining strife
escalates in
South Africa

LONDON – The editor of Rupert 
Murdoch’s British tabloid The Sun at 
the time of the Hillsborough football 
stadium disaster apologised on 
September 12 for a running a story 
23 years ago that blamed fans for 
the tragedy.

Kelvin MacKenzie said he had been 
“totally misled” into running a front-
page story with the headline “The 
Truth”, together with false claims 
that supporters picked the pockets of 
victims and urinated on police.

“Today I offer my profuse apologies 

to the people of Liverpool for that 
headline,” he said in a statement 
issued hours after an independent 
panel published a report revealing a 
huge police cover-up of the tragedy.

“It has taken more than two 
decades, 400,000 documents and a 
two-year inquiry to discover to my 
horror that it would have been far 
more accurate had I written the 
headline The Lies rather than The 
Truth.

“I published in good faith and I am 
sorry that it was so wrong.”

MacKenzie said he had based the 
story on a dispatch from a news agency 
in Sheffield, where Hillsborough 
stadium is located, that quoted a 
senior police officer and a lawmaker 
making the allegations.

“I had absolutely no reason to 
believe that these authority figures 
would lie and deceive over such a 
disaster,” he said.

British Prime Minster David 
Cameron apologised the same day to 
the families of the 96 victims for the 
“double injustice” they suffered due to 

the cover-up and to official failings on 
the day of the tragedy.

Families of the victims in Liverpool 
– where there is still a widespread 
boycott of The Sun, Britain’s best-
selling newspaper – said the apology 
was not enough.

Trevor Hicks of the Hillsborough 
Families Support Group said it 
was “too little, too late” and called 
MacKenzie “lowlife, clever lowlife, 
but lowlife”.

MacKenzie edited The Sun from 
1981 to 1994. – AFP

23 years later, football fans get an apologyBriefs
Conflict worsening, 
says peace envoy

DAMASCUS – Peace envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi said on 
September 13 the deadly 
conflict in Syria was get-
ting worse as he arrived on 
his first official trip aimed 
at ending nearly 18 months 
of violence.

“We came to Syria to hold 
meetings with our Syrian 
brothers because there is a 
big crisis, and I think it is 
getting worse,” the official 
SANA news agency quoted 
the UN-Arab League envoy 
as saying at Damascus air-
port.

Brahimi succeeded former 
envoy Kofi Annan, who quit 
in frustration after his six-
point peace plan foundered.

Former Egyptian 
PM sent to jail

CAIRO – An Egyptian 
court on September 13 sen-
tenced former prime min-
ister Ahmed Nazif to three 
years in prison and ordered 
him to pay a fine of nine 
million Egyptian pounds 
(US$1.5 million) for illegal 
enrichment.

Nazif was accused of abus-
ing his post to make illegal 
gains, the official MENA 
news agency reported.

Nazif was appointed 
prime minister in 2004, but 
left his post on January 29, 
2011, four days after the 
start of the popular revolt 
against Hosni Mubarak. 

Turkey refuses to 
extradite Hashemi

ANKARA – Turkey said 
last week it would not ex-
tradite Iraq’s fugitive vice 
president Tareq al-Hashe-
mi, who has been convicted 
of murder and sentenced 
to death in absentia by an 
Iraqi court.

“We will host Hashemi 
in our country as long as he 
wants to remain in Turkey. 
We will not hand him over,” 
Prime Minister Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan told a news con-
ference in Ankara on Sep-
tember 11. Hashemi was 
sentenced to death on Sep-
tember 9 for the murders 
of a lawyer and a brigadier 
general, after being accused 
of running a death squad. 

Mexico arrests 
drug cartel boss

MEXICO CITY – Mexican 
marines have captured the 
suspected leader of the Gulf 
cartel, dealing a new blow 
to the second most power-
ful drug trafficking gang in 
the country, the navy said 
on September 13.

Jorge Eduardo Costilla 
Sanchez, nicknamed “El 
Coss,” was paraded before 
television cameras hours 
after he was arrested the 
previous day in Tampico, a 
coastal city in the northeast-
ern state of Tamaulipas.

Of the 37 most wanted 
men in Mexico, 23 have now 
been killed or captured. 

– AFP

MAMY POKO
(Reg: No.IV/4826/2005)

in respect of: -
“Disposable diapers or nappies, wetting tissue papers, 
tissue papers” – Int’l Class: 16

SOFY
(Reg: No.IV/4827/2005)

in respect of: -
“Napkins for incontinents, sanitary napkins, 
menstruation tampons, sanitary pants, and deodorants 
other than for personal use” – Int’l Class: 5

(Reg: No. IV/1213/2000)
in respect of :-
“Sanitary napkins, panty liners (sanitary), sanitary 
pants, menstruation tampons, napkins for incontinents, 
pads for incontinents”

(Reg: No. IV/4084/2004)
in respect of:-
“Sanitary napkins, panty liners (sanitary), sanitary 

(Reg: No. IV/4083/2004)
in respect of:-
“Sanitary napkins, panty liners (sanitary), sanitary 
pants, menstruation tampons, napkins for incontinents, 
pads for incontinents, pants for incontinents, sanitary 
masks, absorbent cotton, and deodorants other than for 
personal use” – Class: 5
“Disposable diapers or nappies for baby, wetting tissue 
papers, tissue papers” – Class: 16
“Cleaning equipment, toilet utensil, housetraning sheets 
for pets, pet litters for disposal of animal wastes” – 
Class: 21

Uni-Charm Corporation appointed Global Sky 
Company Limited of No. 290/C, U Wizaya Road, 
KamayutTownship, Yangon, Myanmaras authorized 
distributor in Myanmar.
Global Sky Company Limited is trading and distributing 
the genuine products of the said trademark throughout 
Myanmar.

Notice is hereby given that any fraudulent imitation or 
unauthorized use of the aforesaid trademarks or other 
infringements whatsoever will be dealt with according 
to law.

U Kyi Win Associates 
for Uni-Charm Corporation
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon.
Phone:  372416     Dated: 17th September, 2012

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that Uni-Charm Corporation 
Company organized under the laws of Japan and having 
its principal office at 182, Shimobun, Kinsei-cho, 
Shikokuchuo-shi, Ehime-ken, Japan is the Owner and 
Sole Proprietor of the following trademarks:

pants, menstruation tampons, napkins for incontinents, 
pads for incontinents, pants for incontinent, sanitary 
masks, absorbent cotton, and deodorants other than for 
personal use” – Class: 5
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KARACHI –  Pakistan 
registered murder charges 
on September 13 against 
f a c t o r y  b o s s e s  a n d 
government officials over the 
deaths of 289 people in the 
country’s worst industrial 
disaster, police said.

Workers were suffocated 
or burnt alive at the Ali 
Enterprises garment factory 
in Karachi, which made 
ready-to-wear clothing for 
Western export, when a 
massive fire tore through 
the building during the 
evening shift on September 
11.

Up to 600 people were 
working inside at the time, 
in a building that officials 
said had no emergency exits, 
forcing dozens to jump from 
upper storeys to escape the 
flames, but trapping dozens 
in the basement where they 
perished.

The government has 
ordered an inquiry and a 
senior official told AFP that 
the two brothers who owned 
the factory, who are being 
hunted by the police, have 
been barred from leaving 
the country.

The government of Sindh 
province, of which Karachi 
is the capital, has appointed 
a retired judge to lead an 
investigation into the 
fire, with initial findings 
expected in a week.

Karachi ,  Pakis tan ’ s 
biggest city with a population 
of 18 million, shut down in 
mourning on September 13 
for the deaths.

Relatives spent a second 
day at hospitals, desperate 
for news of their loved ones, 
breaking into wails and sobs 
when medics confirmed the 
identity of yet another body.

Mohammad Bakhsh, 60, 
burst into tears and hugged 
his  teenage  grandson 
outside the Civil Hospital 
morgue when told that son 
Mohammad Ashraf’s body 
had been identified.

“We are doomed, it is 
doomsday for us, Allah 
will help us to survive,” he 
sobbed.

More than 36 hours after 
the disaster began, several 
families were still gathered 
outside the gutted factory 
hoping for news of their 
loved ones. – AFP

Murder charges filed
in Pakistan after

289 die in factory fire

A grieving woman is consoled as she waits at a Karachi 
morgue on September 13 to identify a loved one who 
perished in the fire. Pic: AFP

US urges calm over islands
WASHINGTON – The United States 
called last week for calm between 
Japan and China after Beijing sent 
ships to disputed islands in the East 
China Sea in response to Tokyo’s 
purchase of them.

“ W e  t h i n k ,  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t 
environment, we want cooler heads 
to prevail, frankly,” Kurt Campbell, 
the assistant secretary of state for 
East Asian and Pacific affairs, said on 
September 11.

Campbell said that calm was critical 
because the region serves as a “cockpit 
of the global economy.”

“The stakes could not be bigger,” 
Campbell said at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, 
a think tank.

“We believe that peaceful dialogue 
and the maintenance of peace and 
security is of utmost importance 
always but particularly now in this 
set of circumstances,” Campbell 
said.

In line with repeated US statements, 
Campbell said that Washington did 

not take positions on the various and 
increasingly bitter territorial disputes 
around Asia.

Campbell’s comments came as the 
two Chinese marine surveillance 
ships reached the waters around 
the Diaoyu islands – known in 
Japan as the Senkaku islands – 
and would “take actions pending 
the development of the situation,” 
the state-run Xinhua news agency 
said.

The arrival came as the Japanese 
government announced it  had 
completed its planned purchase of 
the islands, which lie in a strategically 
important shipping area.

“This should cause no problem for 
Japan’s ties with other countries and 
regions,” said Japan’s Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Osamu Fujimura.

“We have absolutely no desire for any 
repercussions as far as Japan-China 
relations are concerned. It is important 
that we avoid misunderstanding 
and unforeseen problems,” he told 
reporters.

Beijing had earlier summoned the 
Japanese ambassador and lodged a 
strong protest over Tokyo’s move to 
buy the islands, while vowing to take 
counter-measures.

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao said 
the islands were “an inherent part 
of China’s territory” and vowed his 
country would “never ever yield an 
inch” on its sovereignty.

However, the ships China dispatched 
were from the State Oceanic Authority 
and not military vessels and analysts 
downplayed the significance of the 
move, saying the deal may even 
allow Beijing and Tokyo to temper 
tensions.

State television and all major 
Chinese dailies in China on September 
11 highlighted Beijing’s condemnation 
of the purchase. 

The islands, which lie about 200 
kilometres (125 miles) from Taiwan 
and 2000 kilometres from Tokyo, 
are also claimed by Taipei, which 
strongly criticised the Japanese move 
on September 11. – AFP

Philippines renames disputed waters
MANILA –  Pres ident 
Benigno Aquino said on 
September 12 that the 
Philippines had officially 
named South China Sea 
waters off the country’s west 
coast the “West Philippine 
Sea”, in a move that could 
further raise tensions with 
China.

A q u i n o  
s a i d  h i s 
government 
w o u l d 
register the new name with 
the United Nations as part 
of efforts to delineate its 
sovereign territory, even 
those areas claimed by 
China or others.

“This is to clarify which 
are the areas that we are 
claiming,” Aquino told 

reporters.
China claims nearly all 

of the South China Sea, 
including waters near the 
coasts of other countries.

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e s , 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei 
and Taiwan also have 
overlapping claims to the 

waters, making the area one 
of Asia’s potential military 
flashpoints.

The Philippines has been 
locked in an increasingly 
bitter row with China this 
year over their competing 
claims.

Ships from both countries 

engaged in a stand-off at 
Scarborough Shoal, a tiny 
group of islands in the sea, 
in April, and the Philippines 
says Chinese vessels remain 
there.

The Philippines has also 
accused China of bullying 
diplomatic tactics.

An administrative order 
released by the presidential 
palace on September 12 
said the “West Philippine 
Sea” would be included 
in government maps and 
charts.

“ I n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f 
sovereign jurisdiction, the 

Philippines has the inherent 
power and right to designate 
its maritime areas with 
appropriate nomenclature 
for purposes of the national 
mapping system,” it said.

“The maritime areas 
on the western side of the 
Philippine archipelago 

are hereby 
n a m e d  a s 
t h e  W e s t 
Ph i l ipp ine  
Sea.”

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e  
government  has  been 
referring to the South China 
Sea as the “West Philippine 
Sea” since last year, but 
this is the first time it 
has made it official with 
plans to inform the United 
Nations. – AFP

‘This is to clarify which are the areas that we are claiming.’

Reg.No. IV/5018/2012
in respect of “Class 42: Design of interior decor, 
graphic arts designing, professional architectural 
and professional design consultation in relation to 
exhibitions, construction drafting”.

Reg.No. IV/5019/2012
in respect of “Class 43: Providing facilities for exhibition, 
provision of facilities for conventions and congress”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorized used of the said 
Trade Mark or other infringements whatsoever will be 
dealt with according to law.

Khine Khine U, Advocate 
LL.B, D.B.L, LL.M (UK)
For Cityneon Holdings Limited 
#205/5, Thirimingalar Hous; Strand Rd, Yangon.   
Dated. September 17, 2012

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Cityneon Holdings Limited of 84 Genting Lane #06-01 
Cityneon Design Centre, Singapore 349584, is the Owner 
and Sole Proprietor of the following Trade Mark:-
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HONG KONG – Hong 
Kong’s  Bei j ing-backed 
government is  the big 
loser from legislative polls 
despite the poor showing 
of opposition democratic 
parties, media reports said 
on September 11.

Democrats won only 27 
seats even though they 
secured almost 60 percent 
of the popular vote in the 
September 9 election, while 
the establishment camp 
won 43 seats thanks to an 
electoral system tilted in 
favour of big business and 
vested interests.

T h e  p r o - B e i j i n g 
Democratic Alliance for the 
Betterment and Progress of 

Hong Kong is the strongest 
force with 13 seats in the 
Legislative Council (Legco), 
a result hailed as a “huge 
strategic success” by the 
state-owned China Daily 
newspaper.

I n d e p e n d e n t  m e d i a 
observers said radical 
parties did better than 
mainstream democrats at 
capitalising on strong anti-
government sentiment and 
frustration with the lack 
of full democracy in the 
former British colony.

“ T h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f 
government allies suggests 
no easy road” for Beijing-
backed government leader 
Leung Chun-ying,  the 

South China Morning Post 
said in an editorial.

“The wider  pol i t ical 
spectrum in a larger Legco 
means more uncertainties 
and the need for harder 
lobbying. There will be 
more political stunts and 
res is tance  f rom rebel 
lawmakers.

“The rising support for 
radical  pro-democracy 
groups and the general 
a n t i - c o m m u n i s t 
sentiments... are worrying 
signs of growing discontent 
with the government and 
Beijing –a problem that 
should not be ignored.”

The Wall Street Journal 
said Beijing should “draw 

the right lesson” from 
the election in its semi-
autonomous  southern 
territory –  that  Hong 
Kong people do not want a 
political culture imposed 
on them from above.

Beijing has promised 
universal suffrage for Hong 
Kong’s next leadership 
election in 2017, and by 
2020 for the legislature.

However, democrats are 
preparing for a fight amid 
fears the mainland will try 
to veto candidates.

The elect ion results 
mean the democratic bloc 
retained its critical one-
third minority, giving it 
the power of veto over 

changes to the Basic Law 
that will be required for 
electoral reform.

T h e  B e i j i n g - b a c k e d 
Wen Wei Po daily said the 
“rise of the radical forces” 
was a warning to  the 
establishment camp that 
it had to work harder to 
win support from younger 
voters.

Turnout  was a  near 
record  o f  about  53pc , 
f u e l l e d  b y  m a s s i v e  
protests against a plan 
to introduce mandatory 
C h i n e s e  p a t r i o t i s m 
classes that resulted in 
a policy backdown by the 
government on the eve of 
the election. – AFP

HK polls a govt setback: papers

BEIJING – China’s Vice President 
Xi Jinping has made his first public 
appearance in two weeks, state media 
said on September 15, following 
swirling speculation about the 
whereabouts of Beijing’s leader-in-
waiting.

Xi had not been seen in public 
since September 1 and cancelled 
meetings with four foreign dignitaries 
including visiting US Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton, giving rise to 
intense speculation about his health.

The vice president arrived at China 
Agricultural University on September 
15 for “activities marking this year’s 

National Science Popularisation Day”, 
state-run news agency Xinhua said.

His unexplained disappearance came 
at a highly sensitive time for China, 
which is preparing for a generational 
handover of power.

On September 13, he made his first 
public communication since September 
1 when state media said he had 
“expressed condolences on the death 
of old party comrade Huang Rong”, 
who died on September 6 – a day after 
Xi missed a planned meeting with 
Clinton.

The news was published widely in 
China, but made no mention of Xi’s 

health, which had been the subject of 
widespread speculation. Theories about 
a health problem have ranged from 
back ache to a heart attack.

Xi has been widely tipped to succeed 
President Hu Jintao as leader of the 
ruling Communist Party at a crucial 
meeting that is expected to be held 
sometime next month, before taking 
over as head of state in March.

His disappearance from public view 
has attracted global attention, as well 
as some speculation on China’s popular 
but heavily censored microblogs.

China’s government has so far given 
no explanation for his absence. – AFP

Xi appears for first time in two weeks

Xi Jinping had not been 
seen in public since 
September 1. Pic: AFP

Japan begins 
bid to save
‘miracle pine’
TOKYO – A lone pine 
tree  that  stood as  a 
symbol of hope in Japan, 
after surviving the huge 
tsunami that swept away a 
forest of 70,000, was being 
cut down on September 12 
in a bid to preserve it.

The tree, known as 
the “miracle pine”, will 
be cut into pieces and 
treated before being put 
back together, in a process 
expected to cost about 
150 million yen (US$1.9 
million).

A ritual reflecting the 
bel iefs  of  Shintoism, 
Japan’s animistic native 
religion, was carried out on 
the pine before the delicate 
process began on the shore 
at Rikuzentakata, a city 
badly hit by the March 
2011 disaster.

“The process of cutting 
down could take two days 
or more, as we need to 
start cutting branches 
that can eventually be put 
back on the trunk,” city 
official Shinya Kitajima 
told AFP.

He said the trunk of the 
27-metre (89-foot) tree 
will be divided into nine 
sections, which will be 
hollowed out and given 
anti-decay treatment 
before being reassembled 
using a carbon spine.

The preservation process 
will finish in February, the 
official said, and the tree 
will be put back where 
it was, on a spot that 
was previously a thick 
shoreline forest. – AFP

Briefs
Korean reunification 
inevitable, says Lee

OSLO – South Korean 
President Lee Myung-
Bak said on September 
12 that the peaceful re-
unification of his country 
with North Korea was 
“inevitable”.

“We are the only di-
vided nation in the world 
and it is inevitable that 
we (will) come to peace-
ful reunification at some 
point,” Lee told reporters 
in Oslo.

The death on December 
17 of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-Il and his re-
placement by his son Kim 
Jong-Un have revived 
debate in South Korea 
about the chances of re-
unification, though it is 
seen as being far off given 
the persisting tension be-
tween the two countries.

Arrest made over 
journalist’s killing

PHNOM PENH – A Cam-
bodian military police of-
ficer has been arrested in 
connection with the kill-
ing of a journalist who 
exposed illegal logging 
activities, police said on 
September 14.

Hang Serei Oudom, a 
reporter at the Vorakchun 
Khmer Daily, was found in 
the boot of his car in north-
ern Ratanakiri province on 
September 11.

His killing is the latest 
death in a country where 
environmental activists 
regularly face threats.

Rampant illegal log-
ging has contributed to a 
drop in Cambodia’s forest 
cover from 73 percent in 
1990 to 57pc in 2010, says 
the United Nations.

William says he’s 
no fan of durian

KUALA LUMPUR – 
Britain’s Prince William 
declared on September 
14 that he is no fan of 
durian after the future 
British king and his wife 
Catherine were served it 
during a luncheon hosted 
by Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Najib Razak the 
previous day.

At a lunch with busi-
ness executives in Kuala 
Lumpur on September 
14, William said he was 
“delighted” that durian 
was not on the menu.

“Having tasted it yester-
day, I feared for the safety 
of the people I met there-
after,” he said, causing the 
crowd of more than 1000 
business figures to erupt 
in laughter. – AFP

An Agence France-Presse 
report on Page 29 of The 
Myanmar Times of August 
27-September 2 incorrectly 
named Indira Gandhi as 
India’s president. Indira 
Gandhi is the president 
of the Indian National 
Congress.

Correction

TRADE MARK CAUTION
UHIN HOLDING PTE LTD., a Company incorporated 
in Singapore, of 27, Kaki Bukit Place, Eunos Techpark, 
Singapore 416205, is the Owner of the following Trade 
Mark:-

Reg. No. 4325/2009
in respect of “Class 20: Sofas; furniture; articles of 
furniture; assembled display units [furniture]; audio racks 
[furniture] for use with audio equipment; clothes and coat 
racks [furniture]; cupboards; fitted cupboards; cupboards for 
bedrooms and kitchens; desks and desks racks [furniture]; 
door furniture made of wood, earthenware, glass, plastics, 
porcelain, stoneware; dressers [furniture]; soft furnishings 
[Cushions]; flower stands [furniture]; furniture adapted 
for use outdoors; furniture for the home, lounge, living 
room, bedroom, bathroom and kitchen; furniture made of 
plastics, steel wood or principally of glass; furniture racks 
and shelves; furniture upholstered in leather or imitation 
leather; garden furniture; high seats and stools; benches 
[furniture]; kits of parts [sold complete] for assembly into 
furniture; cabinets; multi-purpose stands [furniture]; plaques 
(Decorative wall-)[furniture] not in textile; prefabricated 
shelves [furniture]; protective coverings for furniture 
[fitted or shaped]; rack bars [furniture]; screens [furniture]; 
stackable furniture; storage baskets, boxes, cases, drawers 
and frames [furniture]; stuffed furniture; textile covers 
[fitted or shaped] for furniture; trolleys [furniture]; vanity 
units [furniture]; waste bins [furniture]; wine racks 
[furniture]; work stations [furniture]; fittings for curtains; 
mirrors [looking glasses]; frames for mirrors; wall mirrors; 
picture frames; beds; bed-settees; bedside cabinets and 
lockers; children’s beds; headboards for beds; sofa beds; 
chairs [seats]; contour chairs; convertible chairs; armchairs; 
reclining chairs; rocking chairs; tables; coffee tables; dressing 

tables;art (works of-) of wood, wax, plaster or plastic; bed 
fittings, not of metal; chests, not of metal; cushions; desks; 
display stands; figurines [statuettes] of wood, wax, plaster 
or plastic; magazine racks; mattresses; umbrella stands. 
Class 35: The bringing together, for the benefit of others, 
of a variety of goods, namely household and residential 
furniture, garden furniture, furniture for commercial use, 
furnishings, flooring products, soft furnishings and their 
accessories, lighting apparatus, mirrors, mattresses, beds, 
office furniture, display units, household goods, racks, 
bed linen, glassware, carpets, rugs, pictures, painting, 
works of art, lightings, vases, lampshades, chandeliers, 
hardware for furniture and doors, household accessories, 
textile goods, enabling customers to conveniently view 
and purchase those goods in a retail store; administration 
of the business affairs of retail stores; marketing [does not 
include retailing]; advertising; business advice relating 
to the establishment and business management of retail 
stores; business management and organization consultancy; 
advisory services relating to business, commercial and 
marketing management; analysis of business management 
systems; preparation and dissemination of advertising 
material; publication of publicity texts; radio and television 
advertising and commercials; consultancy, information 
and business research services all relating to business and 
management advice, advertising, business administration, 
marketing and retail services; advisory and consultancy 
services relating to marketing; setting up, organization, 
administration, operation and supervision of customer 
loyalty, sales, incentives and promotional activity schemes 
and advice, consultancy and information services relating to 
such services; provision of the aforesaid services provided 
by means of the global computer network and/or computer 
database”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade 
Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A.,H.G.P.,D.B.L.
for UHIN HOLDING PTE LTD
P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 17 September 2012
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By Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

A SON’S portrait of the 
relationship between his 
parents, who were both well-
known actors in the 1960s, 
was the popular winner of the 
Best Documentary category 
at the Wathann Film Festival, 
which was held in Yangon from 
September 5 to 9. 

The announcement at 
the awards ceremony on 
September 9 that Ko Aung 
Nwei Htwe’s film Behind the 
Screen (Pate K arr E i Nau k 
Kwal) had been named Best 
Documentary generated loud 
applause from the audience, 
who were clearly in agreement 
with the judges.  

The 28-minute film follows 
the divorce of the two actors, 
Mg Yin Htwe and San San Aye, 
and depicts the hopes of the 
director for the well-being 
of his parents. It combines 
documentary footage with 
archival material from the 

actors’ film careers.    
“I didn’t make this film 

especially to show at this film 
festival, but rather because I 
wanted to show my feelings 
as a son. I had no idea about 
making this film until my 
mom passed away,” Ko Aung 
Nwei Htwe told the audience 
at the awards ceremony. 

He said that in 2007 
he attended Yangon Film 
School, where he won a 
scriptwriting contest using 
material that eventually 
became part of Behind the 
Screen. Afterward, he started 
collecting archival material 
for the film, including old 
magazines and journals, as 
well as films in which his 
parents had appeared. 

“For my film, I used original 
material from my parents 
without changing anything. 
My mom had a catalogue 
with a photo of herself and 
my dad together, but after 
the divorce she cut my dad 
out of the picture. You can 

still see her, but only the 
cutout shape of my father,” 
Ko Aung Nwei Htwe said.

“I also spent six days 
shooting footage of my dad 
living his daily life, sleeping, 
eating and talking about my 
mom with tears in his eyes.”  

The Best Short Fiction 
award was given to Htoo 
Paing Zaw Oo for his nine-
minute film Long T ime No  
See (Ma Twe Tar K yar Pe ), 
about friends meeting after 
spending a long time apart. 

Htoo Paing Zaw Oo said 
he wanted to make a film 
that he thought would be 
different from the others in 
the festival, but he never 
expected to win a prize. 

“I wanted to experiment 
with the chronology of the 
story, so the audience can’t 
tell whether events are 
happening at the beginning 
or the end of the story. 
My film doesn’t give any 
message, I just wanted to 
present my idea,” he said.

T h e  2 2 - m i n u t e 
documentary film Flowerless 
Garden (Pan Ma  P wint The  
U Yi n), directed by Zaw 
Naing Oo, won the Best New 
Vision award. The movie 
shows the difficult lives of 
families whose children live 
in Mon State while their 
parents work in neighbouring 
countries such as Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand.

“I didn’t expect to win any 
awards at the festival, but 
I’m very appreciative that I 

did,” Zaw Naing Oo told the 
audience.

One of the film festival’s 
directors, artist Nyein Chan Su, 
said that the 20 films selected 
for this year’s competition 
were “50 percent improved” 
from last year, and that local 
filmmakers demonstrated that 
they understood the term 
“teamwork”. 

“Even with the scripts, 
background music  and 
subtitles, the competitors 
tried to work in-depth and as 

a team rather than showing 
off the abilities of one 
person,” he said.

“Last year we held the 
first Wathann Film Festival 
and there was also the Art 
of Freedom Film Festival, so 
this is the third film festival 
in our country. We can see 
that directors are gaining a 
good idea of how to make 
documentary films and that 
they’re working harder to 
make good movies,” Nyein 
Chan Su said.

New films show
teamwork, says 

festival organiser

Ko Aung Nwei Htwe speaks to the audience after receiving his award for Best 
Documentary at the Wathann Film Festival in Yangon on September 9. Pic: Yadanar
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THE Myanmar Motion Picture 
Organisation has issued a 
warning about a bogus film 
director who is preying on 
aspiring actors in Yangon. 

T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ’s 
chairperson, U Zin Wine, 
said that several actors have 
reported incidents in which 
the fake director recruits 
people to appear in his film, 
and then demands K95,000 
as a religious offering, plus 
K15,000 to buy registration 
forms from MMPO. 

However, once the impostor 
receives his money, he 
disappears and shooting on 
the film never begins. 

He has also reportedly 
told female actors to be 
“completely without shame” 
and willing to expose their 
bodies, and that they should 
also be ready to meet the 
“director” at any hour of the 
day or night. 

“This person is not member 
of MMPO. I’ve never heard of 
him. Victims should report 
the impostor to MMPO so legal 
action may be taken,” U Zin 
Wine said. 

“Actors mustn’t trust an 
unknown director: Be careful 
about trying to take shortcuts 
to stardom. MMPO will soon 
offer acting and production 
classes, so agreeing to 
these sorts of terms is 
unnecessary.” 

Director U Hein Soe expressed 
surprise at the scam.

“I never thought such 
dishonesty could occur in 
our film industry. I don’t 
understand what he’s out to 
get, whether it’s women or 
money,” he said.

— Lwin Mar Htun

MMPO warns
of impostor

THE Myanmar Traditional 
A r t i s t s  a n d  A r t i s a n s 
Organisation is seeking 
artwork and handicrafts for a 
major exhibition to be held in 
Yangon in January 2013. 

The closing date for 
submissions is September 20.

The secretary of Myanmar 
Artists and Artisans Organisation 
(Central), Ni Po U, told The 
Myanmar Times in an interview 
on September 7 that high-
quality submissions that “do 
not ignite religious or political 
conflict” will be selected. 

The exhibition will be held 
at Tatmadaw Hall on U Wisara 
Road and will showcase arts 
and handicrafts from various 
regions of Myanmar. 

“Six years have passed since 
the Myanmar Traditional Artists 
and Artisans Organisation held 
a national exhibition. We 
really hope the exhibition will 
be a beautiful one for this new 
organisation,” Ni Po U said.

H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t 
organisation representatives 
from around the country 
attended a conference at the 
National Museum in Yangon 
on March 29, where it was 
agreed to reconstitute the 
organisation along democratic 
lines.

“As artists can express 
themselves more freely than 
they could in the past, we hope 
it will be a beautiful exhibition 
that showcases ideas as well as 
tradition,” he added. — Pinky

National art
show back 

after six yrs

By Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

AMONG the films screened at last 
week’s Wathann Film Festival was 
a locally produced documentary 
titled Nargis: When Time Stopped 
Breathing, which, although it was 
released internationally in 2009, 
was being shown for the first time 
in Myanmar.  

More than 500 people attended 
the screening on September 8, 
the fourth day of the five-day 
festival that was held at Maha Santi 
Sukha Buddhist Centre in Tarmwe 
township, Yangon.

The film was shot almost entirely 
in the Ayeyarwady delta in the 
weeks after Cyclone Nargis tore 
through the region on May 2 and 3, 
2008, killing about 140,000 people 
and destroying the homes of tens of 
thousands more. 

The documentary consisted of 
interviews with delta residents, 
mixed with footage of destroyed 
villages as well as a few clips of 
the cyclone itself, shot through a 
window from inside a residence in 
Yangon. 

Most of the people interviewed 

in the film told of the hardships 
they faced during and after the 
cyclone, including the deaths of 
loved ones, the loss of homes 
and property, and the lack of any 
form of help from the Myanmar 
government. 

Ko Pe Maung Sein, who co-edited 
the film with The Maw Naing, told 
the audience at the screening that 
the film crew wanted to document 
the “real conditions in the area 
affected by Nargis” but they faced 
many challenges in collecting 
footage. 

“We divided into two groups to 
shoot scenes in the delta. I led one 
group that followed donors around 
villages in Bogale township, and my 
friend The Maw Naing led another 
group that also took packs of rice 
and other supplies to hand out to 
victims,” Ko Pe Maung Sein said.

“The most difficult thing was 
collecting footage in an atmosphere 
where the government was making 
announcements that it would punish 
anyone caught shooting video. So we 
packed our cameras in plastic bags, 
and only took them out to shoot 
when no suspicious or dangerous 
people were around,” he said. 

Ko Pe Maung Sein said both 
groups stayed in the delta for 40 
days, and the footage was edited 
at the end of 2008. Since its 
release in 2009 Nargis has been 
screened at 16 international film 
festivals, winning four prizes at 
festivals in India, Switzerland, 
France and Nepal.  

Ko Thaiddhi, who served as a 
cameraman for the documentary 
and also helped organise the 
Wathann Film Festival, said the 
Yangon screening was the first time 
the filmmakers used their real 
names in the credits. 

“Even though we have won prizes 
at international film festivals, we 
were unable to use our real names in 
the credits. But now we can screen 
it legally, which makes me happy. I 
hope all audiences understand that 
the film was shot by local Myanmar 
filmmakers according to our own 
ideas,” he said.

“Our film might be different from 
others about Myanmar that have 
been made by foreigners, who have 
their own ideas. Our film is not 
meant to criticise or blame anyone, 
but to show the condition and lives 
of the cyclone victims,” he said.

The crew of ‘Nargis: When Time Stopped Breathing’ answer questions at the Wathann Film Festival in 
Yangon on September 8. Pic: Boothee

Nargis doc screened in 
Myanmar for first time

By Nyein Ei Ei Htwe

THE  Myanmar  Mo t i on  Pi c tu re 
Organisation has chosen three young 
moviemakers to represent Myanmar 
at the Asian Children’s Film Festival, 
scheduled to be held in Minamiawaji, 
Japan, on November 24. 

Earlier this year the organisation 
had called for children under the 
age of 18 to submit short films on 
the festival’s theme, “The Meaning 
of Life for You”.

About 100 films were submitted, 
and 12 winners were announced on 
September 7. From these, three were 
selected to attend the film festival, 
along with one official from MMPO.

The selected filmmakers were Ma 
Su Wint Mon, whose movie Build up 
Your Li fe wi th Affection received 
the highest marks from the judges, 
followed by Ma Thu Han Thwe’s Life 
for You and Ma Yoon Thadar Aung’s 
Daughter of UNICEF.

U Myo Zaw Aung, the chairman of 
MMPO’s video subdivision, said the 
quality of this year’s submissions was 
higher than in the past two years, 
even through there were fewer 
contestants this year. 

He added that he did not know why 
there were fewer submissions this 
year, even though the contest was 
widely publicised in daily newspapers 
and other media.  

U Myo Zaw Aung said the judges 
tried very hard to choose the most 
deserving winners this year, especially 
because the festival organisers in 
Japan invited fewer representatives 
than in the past.  

“For  the past  two years  the 
organisers in Japan invited 10 winners 
and two officials from Myanmar, but 
this year they asked for only three 
winners so we wanted to make sure 
we picked the best candidates,” he 
said.

He said the festival’s organisers 
had stipulated that the films could 
be no longer than three minutes, 
and some “great” submissions had 
to be disqualified for exceeding that 
time limit.

“And as it turned out, the second-
place winner is the daughter of 
director Mg Myo Min, but we didn’t 
know that until after the results were 
announced,” he said.

Ma Su Wint Mon’s winning film, 
Build up Your Life with Affection, is 
about two people who spend years 
hating each other, but finally become 
close friends after they face a series 
of difficulties together. 

“I heard about this contest at my 
school but at first I wasn’t interested 
because I’d rather be an actress than 
a director,” said Ma Su Wint Mon, a 
grade 11 student at Basic Education 
High School Latha in Yangon, as well 
as a performance student at Laurel 
Art Academy.  

“But my mother has always taught 
me how to gain people’s affection 
by speaking politely and trying to 
understand the views of others. 
I got the idea to make this short 
film because to be successful or 
happy, life should be built up with 
affection.”

She said that after she was finished 
making her film, she checked and 
rechecked it more than 20 times 
before submitting it to the MMPO.

“I showed it to my parents, my 
siblings and my relatives many times 
because it was my first attempt at 
directing. I spent one month shooting 
in July, then another month checking 
it over and over, and I only sent it in 
early September,” Ma Su Wint Mon 
said.

“Now I’m preparing to attend 
the film festival in Japan and learn 
Myanmar  dance to  perform in 
festival.” 

Young directors 
bound for 

Japan film fest

By Zon Pann Pwint

FOLLOWING closely in the footsteps 
of U Min Ko Naing and Ko Ko 
Gyi, another leader of the 88 
Generation Students, Ko Jimmy, 
launched his book Lamin Sandar  
Inle Kantha (The Moon in Inle Lake) 
in Yangon on September 6.    

The novel, which Ko Jimmy 
wrote in 2010 while serving a 
prison sentence in Taunggyi in 
Shan State, hit store shelves on 
September 16. 

The novel tells the story of a 
Shan State minister who falls in 
love with a young businesswoman 
who imports handmade fabrics 
produced by residents of Inle Lake. 
As a result, the minister must 
reconcile his feelings of love and 
his political conscience.  

“For me it’s art that makes 
my tough life tolerable. I sang 
and wrote poetry when my life 
was rough in prison. Then I could 
handle eating coarse food and 
sleeping on the rough floor,” Ko 
Jimmy said at the book launch, 
held at City Star Hotel in Yangon

While he was in prison Ko Jimmy 
also translated the mystery-
detective novels Angels and  
Demons (2000) and The Da V inci 
Code (2003) written by American 
author Dan Brown.

However, he said censors could 
not decide whether to allow 

the translations to be published 
i n  M y a n m a r  b e c a u s e  “ D a n 
Brown’s books raise a storm of 
controversy”.

Among  Ko  J immy’s  o the r 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  w h i l e 
incarcerated was reading Roberta 
Leigh’s novel Savage Aristocra t 
(1978) in 1995, which he said he 
“liked very much” and inspired 
him to want to write a novel with 
a “broad political background”.

“Being a native of the Inle region, 
I wanted to present the reality of 
the situation in that area. In 2010 
when I was in Taunggyi prison, I 
could hear the roar of motorboat 
engines when the water level in 
nearby Inle Lake rose. So I was 
always thinking about the lake,” 
he said.

Although he started formulating 
the story idea in 1995, while serving 
his first 16-year prison sentence, he 
didn’t actually write it until 2010, 
during his second prison term. 
Ko Jimmy was arrested in 1989 
and released in 2005, but he was 
imprisoned again in 2007 and was 
released on January 13, 2012. 

Lamin Sandar In le Kantha  is not 
Ko Jimmy’s first published book. 
Soon after he was released from 
prison in 2005 he wrote self-help 
book titled Mait P hyit Swe P hyit 
(Making Friendship), which spent 
four weeks on the weekly best-seller 
list compiled by MRTV-4 based on 
sales at bookstores in Yangon.

While he was in Taunggyi prison 
he also wrote a collection of 
politically themed, postmodernist 
short stories under the pseudonym 
Pan Pu Lwin Pyin, which was 
published in Japan.

“In 2007, although writing 
wasn’t officially allowed in prison, 
officials turned a blind eye to the 
writing that we were doing,” Ko 
Jimmy said. 

Meanwhile, Lucky Seven Film 
and Video Production bought the 
rights to Lamin Sandar Inle Kantha 
before publication. Shooting is 
expected to start next January on 
location at Inle Lake. 

“The novel deals with the affairs 
of the heart between a Shan State 
minister and businesswoman with 
a political background. The novel 
is a phenomenon — I’ve never read 
such a story in the past,” U Ohn 
Win, managing director of Lucky 
Seven, told The Myanmar Times.

“The traditions of Inle Lake 
are also a highlight of the novel. 
That’s why I want to make it into 
a film.” 

Ko Jimmy is continuing a recent 
trend for leaders of 88 Generation 
Students to publish books: U Min 
Ko Naing launched his first novel, 
Naut Kyi Hman  (Rearview Mirror) 
in July, while Ko Ko Gyi released 
a collection of political interviews 
titled Pyaw Chin  L o P yaw Kha e 
Dar Twe (Free Expression) on 
August 28.

Another student leader, another book
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By Ian Timberlake

KHARTOUM — He speaks 
with a German accent and 
prefers coffee to Sudan’s 
favourite, tea, but three 
decades after last setting 
foot in his ancestral home 
Sudan, Arab author Tarek 
Eltayeb has returned on a 
voyage of discovery.

Eltayeb, 52, has published 
10 books including two novels 
that chronicle the immigrant 
experience that shaped his 
own life.

Born and raised in Egypt 
to a Sudanese father and 
Sudanese-Egyptian mother, 
in 1984 he ended up in 
Vienna where writing eased 
the pain of a lonely life in a 
foreign land as he initially 
struggled with the German 
language.

Eltayeb took comfort in 
Arabic, he said in an interview 
over coffee and pastries 
at Khartoum’s colonial-era 
Grand Holiday Villa Hotel.

“I had nothing except my 
language. I had no money, 
no relatives, no friends. I 
had only my language. So 
I began to use it, to invest 
my language in writing. And 
this helped also to protect 
me at that time, to feel I am 
at home,” said the bearded 
author with a warm smile. 
“I made my friends in paper, 
I made my family in paper. I 
made my old life in paper.”

His “old life” was the 25 
years he had spent in Cairo 
and the Sinai peninsula.

Eltayeb, who is spending 
September in Sudan hosting 
readings and discussions, 
and meet ing Sudanese 
writers,  said he never 
intended to publish his 
works until he spotted a call 
for submissions by a London-
based Arabic literature 
magazine.

He began sending his 
short stories to newspapers 
and periodicals,  which 
accepted them and led to 
the publication in Cairo 
of the anthology, A Camel  
Does N ot Stop on  Re d, in 
1993.

Eltayeb graduated with 
a business degree from 
Cairo in 1981, the same 
year Hosni Mubarak took 
power. Mubarak ended free 
post-secondary study for 
non-Egyptian Arabs, making 
it too expensive for Eltayeb 
to continue his education, 
he said.

He hit the road, and spent 
a few months in Iraq before 
ending up in Austria. There, 
he found he could return 
to university for free as a 
student from the developing 
world.

 “It was very hard at the 
beginning,” he said, with 
financial problems adding 
to the shock of adjusting to 
sub-zero weather and the 
German language.

“I didn’t have money,” he 
said. “So I began to work as 
a newspaper seller in the 
street.”

He eventually mastered 
both the economics and the 
language — with help from 
his Austrian wife — earning 
a doctorate focused on 
economic philosophy, and 
then a professorship at the 
International Management 

Centre/University of Applied 
Sciences in Krems, Austria, 
where he specialises in 
Arabic language teaching.

But Eltayeb can’t stop 
writing, often in a Viennese 
cafe.

His books are piled in front 
of him on the Khartoum 
restaurant table, alongside 
two faded photographs 
from Cairo university days 
with his Sudanese friend, 
Salah Edein Khider. The two 
have just been reunited.

Khider has brought along 
a postcard from Arbil, Iraq, 
which Eltayeb sent him 
decades ago when he was 
trying to run a restaurant 
there.

T h e  a u t h o r ’s  w o r k 
includes the novels The 
Palm House  and Cities 
Without P alms, volume 
one of his autobiography, 
and poetry collections with 
his own abstract paintings 
on the cover.

Some of  h is  writ ings 
have been translated into 
English, French, German 
and other languages.

“I write what I would like 
to write,” not to provoke 
but to get people to think, 
Eltayeb said.

“Some people say, ‘You 
are not allowed to write 
about this or about that.’ 
It’s our job to write about 
everything, and to criticise 
everything. And criticise 
does not mean disrespect. 
It’s also respect.”

Eltayeb was commenting 
g e n e r a l l y,  w i t h o u t 
m e n t i o n i n g  S u d a n  o r 
anywhere else, but freedom 
of expression advocates say 
Khartoum has intensified 
a media crackdown since 
last year.

Sudan ranks  170 out 
of 179 countries on an 
index of press freedom 
compiled by the Paris-based 
Reporters Without Borders 
watchdog.

Asked about his long 
a b se n ce  f r om  Su da n , 
Eltayeb, an Austrian citizen, 
said he received many 
official invitations to return 
but didn’t accept them, 
preferring instead to come 
privately when he had time. 
“I don’t need an invitation. 
I wanted just to come and 
see the country first and to 
visit my friends.”

He finally got the chance 
when a Sudanese novelist 
friend, Abdelaziz Baraka 
Sakin, arranged this month-
long visit through Sudan’s 
short story association, 
which collected sponsorships 
for the tour that brings him 
to eight Sudanese states. 
E l tayeb  sa id  Aust r ia ’s 
culture ministry paid for 
his air ticket.

The visit has generated 
e x t en s i v e  l o c a l  n ews 
coverage,  and Sudan’s 
Ministry of Information and 
Culture plans to offer a 
literary prize in Eltayeb’s 
name, the author said.

“When I came to the 
airport it was a big [official] 
delegation,” he said. “I 
didn’t know them.”

But his colleagues from 
the short story association 
were also there to welcome 
him on his return to Sudan 
for the first time since 
1979. — AFP

Arab author on 
Sudan voyage

By Ellen McCarthy

WASHINGTON — There was a 
time in her life when Vaddey 
Ratner chose silence. By age 
11, the reign of the Khmer 
Rouge had reduced her world 
to hunger, fear and loss. She 
wanted to speak of none 
of it. Ratner was a living 
skeleton, labouring in the 
rice fields of Cambodia while 
death swallowed her family, 
her country and her spirit.

She survived the terror of 
the communist revolutionaries 
and gradually understood 
that she had to speak again, 
to tell the world what she’d 
experienced as a child.

Ratner’s young life was 
scarred by unconscionable 
tragedy. When she was five 
years old, she and her family 
were forced from their idyllic 
Cambodian home. They were 
separated, forced into labour 
camps and brutally enslaved 
by soldiers from the Khmer 
Rouge. She nearly starved 
and was so traumatised by the 
atrocities ravaging her country 
that she became mute.

Yet none of it left as deep a 
mark as this: Ratner survived, 
only to be haunted by the 
private belief that the deaths 
of her father and sister were 
somehow her fault.

The agony of that black 
secret is at the heart of 
Ratner’s new book, In the  
Shadow of  the Ba nyan, a 
fictionalised account of her 
years under the control of 
the Khmer Rouge.

It’s a story of terror and 
blight and the human capacity 
to inflict suffering on one 
another. But it’s also a tale of 
perseverance, hope and the 
drive toward life, even under 
the worst circumstances.

“When we have been 
exposed to great atrocity and 
unspeakable brutality, we are 
faced with a choice,” she says. 
“Do we choose to believe that 
which will continue us, will 
perpetuate our life? Or do 
we choose to believe in that 
which destroys us?”

Now 41, Ratner is a small 
woman with high cheekbones 
and deep brown eyes. She is 
composed and regal, though 
she walks with a limp that is 
the by-product of childhood 
polio. The Potomac, Maryland, 
home she shares with her 
husband and daughter is on a 
quiet, tree-lined street where 
there is little to distract her 
from writing.

She has been writing this 
story, in one form or another, 
for more than 35 years.

Ratner’s father was a 
minor Cambodian prince, 
Neak Ang Mechas Sisowath 
Ayuravann, the first three 
words meaning his highness 
prince (or princess). Ratner’s 
name was Neak Ang Mechas 
Sisowath Ayuravann Vaddey, 
the title and family name 
coming first. Her father’s 
position afforded Ratner’s 
family a life of privilege and 
protection.

But when the Khmer 
Rouge came to power in 
1975 and unrest bubbled 
across Southeast Asia in the 
wake of the Vietnam War, the 
very things that had made 

Ratner’s family fortunate 
— its aristocratic roots and 
access to education — made 
it a target.

Ratner took small liberties 
with her story, which was 
published last month by Simon 
& Schuster and has received 
praise from critics. The main 
character in Banyan, Raami, 
is seven rather than five when 
the Khmer Rouge takes hold; 
Ratner’s father was a pilot, 
not a poet, but the events 
track closely with those of her 
own life.

Like Ratner’s, Raami’s 
family is ushered out of its 
home in Phnom Penh and 
displaced into camps. Again 
and again, the family is moved 
and divided as soldiers attempt 

to tamp down any inklings of 
community or familiarity. 
Adults and children are sent 
to work long days in the fields 
and made to give up personal 
belongings.

When soldiers demand that 
Raami say her father’s name, 
she submits, revealing his 
ties to royalty. In a scene of 
overwhelming despair, her 
father asks Raami to live 
because he knows that he 
will not:

“When I lie buried beneath 
this earth, you will fly. For 
me, Raami. For your papa, 
you will soar.”

“I didn’t respond. I wanted 
him to stop talking. Whatever 
it was he was trying to tell 
me, it sounded like a good-
bye.”

By the end of the Khmer 
Rouge’s reign in 1979, 
Ratner would also lose her 
toddler sister and much of 
her extended family. She 
and her mother made it 

out and were eventually 
brought to the United States 
as refugees. Experts estimate 
that about 2 million people 
died under the Khmer Rouge 
as a result of execution, 
starvation or diseases such 
as malaria, which could have 
been treated with proper 
medicine.

Ratner’s book is an attempt 
to keep vigil with those souls, 
by bringing their memories 
to life.

“There’s no rhyme or 
reason for why I survived or 
why a person like my father 
died,” Ratner says with tears 
in her eyes. “But I have to 
believe that a part of him 
lives on in me — and that 
those who read this book 

without knowing me will 
know my father, too, and will 
know those lives that were 
lost, those lives that I felt 
could be forgotten.”

Ratner and her mother 
landed first in Missouri and 
then settled in Minnesota, 
where Ratner was raised 
with two half-sisters her 
mother had after the war.

Ra tne r  had  s topped 
speaking during her final 
months under the Khmer 
Rouge. “I chose muteness 
because I couldn’t articulate 
what I was witnessing,” 
she says. But in the United 
States, she eagerly lapped up 
English, learning and talking 
incessantly.

“I was presented with 
this language that has no 
bearing, no connection to 
my past,” she says. “I could 
have a different voice, have 
a different expression. I 
could be whoever I wanted 
to be.”

Ratner was valedictorian 
of her high school class and 
studied Southeast Asian 
history and literature at 
Cornell University. In 1992, 
at age 21, she returned to 
Cambodia. She wanted to 
make sure that her father 
hadn’t somehow survived 
and was waiting for her, 
“that I had not abandoned 
him”, she says. “I wanted to 
be able to say to myself, ‘I 
went back when I could.’”

Of course, he wasn’t there. 
“And that was devastating all 
over again.”

Ratner married at 23 
and moved to Washington 
to work in international 
affairs. Her husband, Blake, 
began a career in sustainable 
development that would 
lead the couple to Malaysia 
and Thailand. In 2005, he 
was asked to take a position 
in Cambodia.

“That’s when I panicked,” 
Ratner recalls. “I did not 
want to go back.”

But in discussions with her 
husband, she came to see that 
returning might help salve 
old wounds and would give 
their daughter the chance to 
develop a relationship with 
the country.

Even as a child, Ratner 
knew she would write the 
story of her saga. “I felt that 
I needed to explain — give an 
explanation — as an apology 
for why I survived when many 
in my family, many in my 
country did not,” she says.

She first tried to write it 
as a memoir but received 
only rejection slips from 
publishers. She put the 
manuscript away in a drawer. 
Returning to Cambodia for 
four years, she realised that 
the book needed to be fiction 
and that it needed to be not 
just her story, but that of a 
whole people.

Ratner, who had never 
written a novel before, 
merged multiple members 
of her extended family into 
singular characters and 
created dialogue when she 
couldn’t remember exact 
words.

For more than two years, 
she laboured over the novel. 
It was more than halfway 
finished when she moved 
back to the United States 
in 2009. An agent signed on 
quickly, helped her edit the 
original version and sold the 
book in an auction to Simon 
& Schuster.

Oprah Winfrey’s O Magazine 
put the piercing, lyrical book 
on its summer reading list. 
People magazine gave it four 
stars. The New York T imes 
Book Review  recommended 
it as an “Editors’ Choice”.

Ratner says that after 
hearing her story, people 
expect her to be a solemn, 
downtrodden figure. In fact, 
she is exuberant, happy and 
quick to erupt into laughter. 
Like the girl in the book, 
she has a sense that she is 
watched over, that she was 
meant to survive.

“In the end, what I really 
wanted to articulate is the 
strength of our continuity,” 
she says, “our desire to move 
on, to live.”

— The Washington Post

Cambodian novel recalls
life under Khmer Rouge

Vaddey Ratner’s ‘In the Shadow of the Banyan’ is a 
fictionalised account of her years under the control 
of the Khmer Rouge. She is shown at her Potomac, 
Maryland, home. Pic: Washington Post/Bill O’Leary

‘When we have been exposed to 
great atrocity and unspeakable 
brutality, we are faced with a 

choice. Do we choose to believe 
that which will continue us, will 
perpetuate our life? Or do we 

choose to believe in that which 
destroys us?’
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PISM Graduation Ceremony

Gold Jojoba Night

The Rich Gems Press Conference

DO you think it’s fair for Socialite 
to face a busy calendar, day 

after day, week after week, while 
other people spend their time at 
home? No, it’s probably not fair, 
but it’s the privilege of Socialite 

to happily attend the many, 
many events to which she is invited. On September 4 she was at the Sedona 
Hotel for Si Phyo’s movie launch event, and the next day she popped in at 
the Gold Jojoba Night party at Chatrium Hotel. On September 6 Socialite 

attended a press conference for The Rich Gems at Parkroyal Hotel, and she 
followed this up the following day with a swing by the Nivea deodorant 

launch at Junction Square in the afternoon, and then the Kaspersky cocktail 
party at 1 Two 4 restaurant and DJ lounge in the evening. September 8 

was the busiest day of all, but she found time for everything, including the 
Bio-Essence counter opening at Capital Hyper Mart, the PISM graduation 

ceremony and the BSC new product launch at Junction Square.

SOCIALITE 
WITH NYEIN EI EI HTWE
SOCIALITE

 NYEIN EI EI HTWE

Daw Ni Ni Lwin

Daw Ei Shwe Win, Mr Yacoobsiddique, Mr Joseph Charles and Mr Hubert Phillip

U Tun Shwe Daw Hla Yin Win Daw Mya Theingi and Daw Mi Mi

Myint Myat Sann Thit LaMa Thin Thin Sat and Ma Thet

Awn Seng Okkar Htet (Pop Soul)

Kyaw Kyaw Bo and wife

Actor Si Phyo Movie Launch

Lu Min Daw Shwe Zee Kwat and Daw Than Myint Aung

Wine Su Khine Thein, Daw Thi Thi, Si Phyo and Moh Moh Myint Aung May Thet Khine

Khine Thinn Kyi

Khin Hlaing

Daw Lu Lu and Daw Khin Khin LayMay Oo Maung

Linn Linn and Ko Htay Min Htun

Ma Mya Shwe War and Dr. Yamin Kyaw

Soe Pyae Thazin
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Saudi Arabia Embassy Donation Ceremony

Bio-Essence New Counter Opening

Kaspersky Cocktail Party

Nivea Invisible Black and White Deodorant Launch

Ma Julie Zaw

Mi SandiMay Phyu Phyu

Alex Thandar Hlaing Eint Chit Ni Ni Khin Zaw

Ko Ye Thurein Aung and Ko Lwin Htoo Aung Ma Khine Wai Wai ThwinKo Pyae Phyo Win, Ko Nay Myo Win and Ko Aung Thuya

Wint Darli
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Air Asia (FD) 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, Ground 
Flr, Parkroyal Hotel, Yangon. Tel: 
251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
56, Shwe Taung Gyar Street, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 513322, 513422, 
504888, Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Building (2), corner of Pyay Rd and 
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, Hotel Yangon,
8 miles, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
75, Shwe Bon Thar St, Pabedan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 253597~98, 
254758. Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
#0305, 3rd Fl, Sakura Tower, 339, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauktada 
Tsp,  Yangon.  
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
335/357, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 387648, 
241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 Fax : 
241124

Myanmar Airways 
International(8M)
  08-02, Sakura Tower,
339, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauk-
tada Tsp, Ygn.
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
339, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 2nd 
Floor, Sakura Tower, Kyauktada 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel: 255 287~9 , Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Room No. 1101, Sakura Tower, 339, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauktada 
Tsp, Ygn.
Tel : 255491~6 Fax : 255223

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
#1702, Sakura Tower 339, Bogyoke 
Aung San Rd, Kyauktada Tsp,  
Yangon. Fax  255086.  
Tel  255066/ 255088/ 255068.

International  Airlines
Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
56, Shwe Taung Gyar Street, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 513322, 513422, 
504888, Fax : 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
33-49,Corner of Bank Street & 
Maha Bandoola Garden Street, 
Kyauktada Tsp,Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 
(Airport)
Fax: 372983

Air Mandalay (6T)
146, Dhamazedi Road, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon Tel : 501520, 525488
(Head Office) 720309, 652753, 

652754 (Airport Office), Fax: 525 
937

Asian Wings (AW)
No.34(A-1), Shwe Taung Gyar 
Street, Bahan Township,Yangon.
Myanmar.
Tel: 951 516654, 532253, 09-731-
35991~3.Fax: 951 532333

Yangon Airways(YH)
166, MMB Tower, Level 5, Upper 
Pansodan Rd, Mingalar Taung-
nyunt Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (+95-1) 
383 100,  383 107, 700 264, Fax: 
652 533.

Domestic  Airlines

By Jennifer Barger

ON my last vacation, I 
completely overstuffed my 
suitcase. When the clerk 
from our hotel on a Croatian 
island offered to carry my 
bag up to my room, I nodded 
yes at her nicely. It was only 
after she turned around 
to leave the room that I 
realised, with horror, that 
she was pregnant.

This affront was just the 
latest in a series of lifelong 
mishaps stemming from 
my over-packing or packing 
poorly. There was the broken 
toe, crushed by my giant 
roll-on in San Francisco, or 
the “Parisian What Not to 
Wear” night when I wore 
my husband’s knee socks 
with dressy pants on a 
surprisingly chilly summer 
night in France.

Poor packing and excess 
baggage were starting 
to cramp my travel style 
– in addition to costing 
me checked-bag fees. But 
how does someone used to 
ferrying an extra 10 T-shirts 
to the beach or three pairs of 
boots on the bus to New York 
reform? And is travelling 
with too much stuff a sign of 
some deeper problem?

“I think people get anxious 
about having the right thing 
to wear when they arrive 
somewhere,” said Melissa 
Brown of Washington, 
owner of the personal-
shopping service Lockstitch 
Style, who offered to help 
me pack – and rethink how 
I did it – for a six-day trip to 
California last month. 

“You want to wear staples, 
yet look good.”

For many travellers, 
su i t case  psychos i s  i s 
rooted in how they imagine 
themselves in a foreign 
environment – swanning 
around in high heels on the 
streets of Rome, lounging in 
a teeny bikini in Miami.

And, often, the reality 
–  s t i l e t t o  u n f r i e n d l y 
cobblestones in Italy, no 
pool at your hotel – doesn’t 
match what they truly need 
to bring.

“I always think, ‘How 
do I want to feel while I’m 
away? What will make me 
happy in an environment I 
don’t know?’”  said George 
Stone, a contributing editor 
at National Geographic 
Traveller magazine who 
admits to anguished, last-
second suitcase stuffing.

“I know how I feel today, 
but how will I feel tomorrow? 
Packing for a trip is really 

about  nav igat ing  the  
future.”

For me, Brown suggested 
charting a course for what 
I’d be doing in California, 
then sketching out a six-day 
graph detailing outfits for 
every event (Wednesday, 
wine tasting: boyfriend 
jeans/black cami/sweater/
flats; Thursday, dinner with 
hipster ex-roommate: striped 
maxi skirt, cardigan, black 
cami, chunky necklace).

“Write things down, and 
you’re less likely to double 
up,” she said. “Then, check 
the weather and take that 
into account, too.”

Brown and her assistant 
Benjamin Miller sniffed 
around my closet, choosing a 
few interchangeable pieces. 
The resulting pile didn’t 
look like much, until Brown 
plugged it all into her graph. 
I had enough outfits for 
everything, with one extra 
top in case of Merlot-related 
mishaps.

Watching Brown and 
Miller neatly fold clothes 
and fit them into my bag, 
I realised I’d been packing 
like a middle-school girl out 
to impress the popular kids 
by wearing a different, cute 
outfit every day.

 “Simple is better when 
travelling,” said Ada Polla, 
the Washington-based CEO 
of Alchimie Forever and 
a frequent flier. “If you’re 
gone for five days and not 
re-wearing things, that’s 
ridiculous!”

If  there ’s  a devil  in 
overpacking hell, it’s most 
likely shoes.

“People take too many, and 
shoes are heavy and use up 
a lot of room,” said Michelle 
Madhok, founder of the 
Shefinds.com shopping site 
and author of the upcoming 
book Wear. This. Now. 

So, with Brown giving me 
a stern look, I narrowed my 
choices to comfy ballerinas, 
tennis shoes I’d wear on 
the plane and sandals for 
nights out.

When my bag was packed 
and ready, the final amount 
of stuff was shockingly 
low. As I pulled the roll-on 
through the airport security 
line, I felt less travel stress 
than I had in years.

And in California, I sipped 
wine, hiked in the redwoods 
and went to a nice dinner or 
two, looking presentable-to-
fashionable at every stop. 
And at the end of six days? I 
hadn’t even worn everything 
in my bag. Maybe next time, 
I’ll just bring a backpack.

– The Washington Post

Confessions of a 
bad packer

DOMESTIC FLIGHT SCHEDULES
 Days Flight Dep Arr  Days Flight Dep Arr  Days Flight Dep Arr  Days Flight Dep Arr  Days Flight Dep Arr 

6T = Air Mandalay

W9 = Air Bagan

YJ = Asian Wings

K7 = AIR KBZ

YH = Yangon Airways

Subject
to change 

without notice

Domestic

WED 6T 402 08:48 10:53
K7 223 08:48 10:53
W9 144 08:50 10:15
W9 012 08:50 10:35
W9 262 14:50 18:15
W9 120 15:50 17:25
W9 212 16:10 18:15
YH 738 17:10 18:35
YJ 752 17:50 19:15
YJ 752 17:50 19:15

THUR 6T 402 08:48 10:53
K7 223 08:48 10:53
W9 144 08:50 10:15
W9 012 08:50 10:35
YH 726 12:25 13:50
W9 256 15:45 17:10
W9 016 15:50 17:35
YJ 202 16:00 17:25
W9 212 16:10 18:15
YJ 762 16:35 18:00
YH 730 17:40 19:05

FRI 6T 402 08:48 10:53
K7 223 08:48 10:53
W9 144 08:50 10:15
W9 012 08:50 10:35
W9 256 15:45 17:10
W9 212 16:10 18:15
YH 728 16:30 17:55
W9 110 17:05 18:05
YJ 752 17:50 19:15
YJ 752 17:50 19:15

SAT K7 223 08:48 10:53

6T 402 08:48 10:53

W9 144 08:50 10:15

W9 012 08:50 10:35

YH 726 12:25 13:50

W9 262 14:50 18:15

W9 120 15:50 17:25

YJ 602 16:10 17:35

W9 212 16:10 18:15

YJ 762 16:35 18:00

YH 730 17:40 19:05

SUN K7 223 08:48 10:53

6T 402 08:48 10:53

W9 144 08:50 10:15

W9 012 08:50 10:35

YJ 222 11:30 12:55

W9 252 14:05 15:30

W9 016 15:50 17:35

W9 212 16:10 18:15

YH 738 17:10 18:35

YJ 762 17:50 19:15

YANGON TO NYAUNG U
MON YJ 891 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:50

6T 401 06:20 07:40

K7 222 06:20 07:40

YH 917 06:30 07:50

W9 143 06:30 07:50

W9 211 14:30 16:40

TUE YJ 901 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:50

6T 401 06:20 07:40

K7 222 06:20 07:40

W9 143 06:30 07:50

YH 917 06:30 07:50

W9 211 14:30 16:40

WED YJ 891 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:50

6T 401 06:20 07:40

K7 222 06:20 07:40

W9 143 06:30 07:50

YH 917 06:30 07:50

W9 211 14:30 16:40

THUR YJ 891 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:50

6T 401 06:20 07:40

K7 222 06:20 07:40

YH 917 06:30 07:50

W9 143 06:30 07:50

W9 211 14:30 16:40

FRI YJ 891 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:50

6T 401 06:20 07:40

K7 222 06:20 07:40

YH 917 06:30 07:50

W9 143 06:30 07:50

W9 211 14:30 16:40

SAT YJ 891 06:15 07:35

YJ 891 06:15 07:50

6T 401 06:20 07:40

K7 222 06:20 07:40

YH 917 06:30 07:50

W9 143 06:30 07:50

W9 211 14:30 16:40

SUN YJ 891 06:15 07:35
YJ 891 06:15 07:50
6T 401 06:20 07:40
K7 222 06:20 07:40
W9 143 06:30 07:50
YH 917 06:30 07:50
W9 211 14:30 16:40

NYAUNG U TO YANGON
MON W9 144 08:05 10:15

YJ 902 08:25 09:45
6T 342 16:30 17:50
W9 212 16:55 18:15
K7 225 17:25 18:45
YH 732 17:25 18:45
YJ 792 18:10 19:30

TUE W9 144 08:05 10:15
6T 342 16:30 17:50
YJ 762 16:45 18:05
W9 212 16:55 18:15
YJ 792 17:25 18:45
K7 225 17:25 18:45
YH 732 17:25 18:45

WED W9 144 08:05 10:15
YJ 902 08:25 09:45
6T 342 16:30 17:50
W9 212 16:55 18:15
YH 732 17:25 18:45
K7 225 17:25 18:45
YJ 792 18:10 19:30

THUR W9 144 08:05 10:15
6T 342 16:30 17:50
W9 212 16:55 18:15
K7 225 17:25 18:45
YH 732 17:25 18:45

FRI W9 144 08:05 10:15
6T 342 16:30 17:50
W9 212 16:55 18:15
K7 225 17:25 18:45
YH 732 17:25 18:45
YJ 792 17:25 18:45

SAT W9 144 08:05 10:15
6T 342 16:30 17:50
W9 212 16:55 18:15
YH 732 17:25 18:45
YJ 602 17:25 18:45

SUN W9 144 08:05 10:15
6T 342 16:30 17:50
W9 212 16:55 18:15
K7 225 17:25 18:45
YH 732 17:25 18:45
YJ 792 17:25 18:45

YANGON TO MYITKYINA
TUE W9 251 07:00 09:55

K7 622 13:30 16:30

WED K7 622 13:30 16:30

THUR YJ 201 06:30 09:35
W9 255 11:00 13:55

FRI W9 255 11:00 13:55

SAT K7 622 13:30 16:30

SUN YJ 211 06:30 09:35
W9 251 07:00 09:55
K7 622 13:30 16:30

MYITKYINA TO YANGON
TUE W9 252 12:35 15:30

K7 623 16:50 19:50

WED K7 623 16:50 19:50

THUR YJ 202 09:35 12:25
W9 258 14:15 17:10

FRI W9 258 14:15 17:10

SAT K7 623 16:50 19:50

SUN YJ 222 09:35 12:55
W9 252 12:35 15:30
K7 623 16:50 19:50

YANGON TO HEHO
MON W9 011 07:30 09:20

W9 119 10:30 11:40
YH 727 11:00 12:10
YJ 761 11:00 12:25
K7 224 14:00 15:15
YH 731 14:30 15:40
W9 109 15:00 15:55
YJ 791 15:15 16:40

TUE W9 011 07:30 09:20
YH 729 11:00 12:10
YJ 761 11:00 12:10
YJ 763 11:00 12:25
K7 224 14:00 15:15
YJ 791 14:30 15:55
YH 731 14:30 16:10
W9 109 15:00 15:55
K7 826 17:30 08:05

WED W9 011 07:30 09:20
W9 119 10:30 11:40
YJ 751 11:00 12:10
YH 737 11:00 12:10
YJ 751 11:00 12:25
K7 224 14:00 15:15
YH 731 14:30 15:40
YJ 791 15:15 16:40

YANGON TO NAY PYI TAW
MON 6T 111 07:00 07:55

NAY PYI TAW TO YANGON
FRI 6T 112 17:05 18:00

MANDALAY TO NAY PYI TAW
FRI 6T 112 16:00 16:45

NAY PYI TAW TO MANDALAY
MON 6T 111 08:15 09:00

YANGON TO MANDALAY
MON YJ 901 06:00 07:40

6T 401 06:20 08:25
K7 222 06:20 08:25
W9 143 06:30 08:35
W9 011 07:30 08:30
YJ 911 10:15 11:25
W9 119 10:30 15:35
YJ 201 11:00 12:25
W9 211 14:30 15:55
W9 109 15:00 16:45

TUE 6T 401 06:20 08:25
K7 222 06:20 08:25
W9 143 06:30 08:35
W9 251 07:00 08:25
YH 725 07:00 08:25
W9 011 07:30 08:30
W9 211 14:30 15:55
W9 109 15:00 16:45

WED YJ 901 06:00 07:40
K7 222 06:20 08:25
6T 401 06:20 08:25
W9 143 06:30 08:35
W9 011 07:30 08:30
YJ 911 10:15 11:55
W9 119 10:30 15:35
W9 281 11:00 12:25
W9 211 14:30 15:55
YJ 791 14:30 16:25
W9 109 15:00 16:45

THUR 6T 401 06:20 08:25
K7 222 06:20 08:25
W9 143 06:30 08:35
YH 725 07:00 08:25
W9 011 07:30 08:30
YJ 201 11:00 12:55
W9 255 11:00 12:25
W9 015 11:15 13:00
W9 211 14:30 15:55
W9 109 15:00 16:45

FRI 6T 401 06:20 08:25
K7 222 06:20 08:25
W9 143 06:30 08:35
W9 011 07:30 08:30
W9 255 11:00 12:25
6T 111 14:15 15:40
W9 211 14:30 15:55
W9 109 15:00 16:45

SAT 6T 401 06:20 08:25
K7 222 06:20 08:25
YJ 911 06:30 08:10
W9 143 06:30 08:35
YH 725 07:00 08:25
W9 011 07:30 08:30
W9 119 10:30 15:35
W9 281 11:00 12:25
YJ 601 11:30 12:55
W9 211 14:30 15:55
W9 109 15:00 16:45

SUN YH 909 06:15 07:40
6T 401 06:20 08:25
K7 222 06:20 08:25
YJ 211 06:30 08:10
W9 143 06:30 08:35
W9 251 07:00 08:25
W9 011 07:30 08:30
W9 015 11:15 13:00
W9 211 14:30 15:55
W9 109 15:00 16:45

MANDALAY TO YANGON
MON 6T 402 08:48 10:53

K7 223 08:48 10:53
W9 144 08:50 10:15
W9 012 08:50 10:35
6T 112 09:20 10:45
W9 120 15:50 17:15
YJ 202 16:00 17:25
W9 212 16:10 18:15
YH 728 16:30 17:55
YJ 762 16:35 18:00
W9 110 17:05 18:05

TUE 6T 402 08:48 10:53
K7 223 08:48 10:53
W9 012 08:50 10:35
W9 144 08:50 10:15
YH 726 12:25 13:50
W9 252 14:05 15:30
W9 212 16:10 18:15
W9 110 17:05 18:05
YH 730 17:40 19:05
YJ 764 17:10 18:35

THUR W9 011 07:30 09:20

YJ 201 11:00 12:10

YH 729 11:00 12:10

YJ 761 11:00 12:25

K7 224 14:00 15:15

YH 731 14:30 15:40

W9 015 15:15 12:10

FRI W9 011 07:30 09:20

YJ 751 11:00 12:10

YH 727 11:00 12:10

YJ 751 11:00 12:25

K7 224 14:00 15:15

YH 731 14:30 15:40

YJ 791 14:30 15:55

W9 109 15:00 15:55

YJ 601 15:00 16:25

SAT W9 011 07:30 09:20

W9 119 10:30 11:40

YJ 761 11:00 12:10

YH 729 11:00 12:10

YJ 761 11:00 12:25

YH 731 14:30 15:40

SUN W9 011 07:30 09:20

YH 737 11:00 12:10

YJ 761 11:00 12:25

K7 224 14:00 15:15

YH 731 14:30 15:40

W9 015 15:15 12:10

HEHO TO YANGON

MON YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 120 15:05 17:15

W9 110 16:15 18:05

TUE YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 110 16:15 18:05

WED W9 009 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 120 15:05 17:15

THUR YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 016 16:40 17:35

FRI 6T 306 09:10 10:20

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 110 16:15 18:05

SAT YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 120 15:05 17:15

SUN YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YJ 892 09:20 10:30

YH 918 09:35 10:45

W9 012 09:40 10:35

6T 402 09:43 10:53

K7 223 09:43 10:53

W9 016 16:40 17:35

YANGON TO SITTWE

MON W9 307 07:00 08:25

TUE W9 307 07:00 08:25

6T 607 07:30 08:55

WED W9 307 07:00 08:25

6T 611 07:30 08:55

THRU W9 315 07:00 08:25

6T 611 07:30 08:55

FRI W9 307 07:00 08:25

6T 611 07:30 08:55

SAT 6T 611 07:30 08:55

SUN W9 307 07:00 08:25

6T 611 07:30 08:55

K7 426 15:30 16:50

SITTWE TO YANGON

MON W9 308 08:40 10:05

6T 608 09:55 11:20

TUE W9 308 08:40 10:05

6T 612 09:15 10:40

WED W9 308 08:40 10:05

6T 612 09:15 10:40

THUR W9 316 08:40 10:25

6T 612 09:15 10:40

FRI W9 308 08:40 10:05

SAT W9 316 08:40 10:25

6T 612 09:15 10:40

SUN W9 308 08:40 10:05

6T 612 09:15 10:40

K7 427 17:05 18:25

YANGON TO MYEIK

MON K7 319 06:30 08:35

YH 633 07:00 09:00

6T 707 09:00 11:05

W9 333 11:00 13:05

TUE K7 319 06:30 08:35

YJ 301 07:00 09:10

6T 707 11:00 13:05

W9 333 11:00 13:05

WED K7 319 06:30 08:35

YH 633 07:00 09:00

W9 031 11:15 13:05

THUR K7 319 06:30 08:35

6T 707 11:00 13:05

YJ 301 13:00 15:10

FRI K7 319 06:30 08:35

YH 633 07:00 09:00

YJ 301 07:00 09:10

6T 707 09:00 11:05

W9 333 11:00 13:05

SAT K7 319 06:30 08:35

W9 031 11:15 13:05

SUN K7 319 06:30 08:35

6T 707 11:00 13:05

MYEIK TO YANGON

MON K7 320 11:00 13:05

YH 634 11:25 13:25

6T 708 11:35 15:40

W9 334 15:20 17:25

TUE K7 320 11:00 13:05

YJ 302 11:10 13:05

W9 334 15:20 17:25

6T 708 15:35 17:40

WED K7 320 11:00 13:05

YH 634 11:25 13:25

W9 032 13:25 14:35

6T 708 15:35 17:40

THUR K7 320 11:00 13:05

YJ 302 17:10 19:05

FRI K7 320 11:00 13:05

YH 614 11:25 13:25

6T 708 11:35 15:40

W9 334 15:20 17:25

YJ 302 17:10 19:03

SAT K7 320 11:00 13:05

W9 032 13:25 14:35

SUN K7 320 11:00 13:05

6T 708 15:35 17:40
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Air Asia (FD) 
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, Ground 
Flr, Parkroyal Hotel, Yangon. Tel: 
251 885, 251 886.

Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
56, Shwe Taung Gyar Street, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 513322, 513422, 
504888, Fax : 515102

Air China (CA)
Building (2), corner of Pyay Rd and 
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, Hotel Yangon,
8 miles, Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel : 666112, 655882.

Air India
75, Shwe Bon Thar St, Pabedan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 253597~98, 
254758. Fax: 248175

Bangkok Airways (PG)
#0305, 3rd Fl, Sakura Tower, 339, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauktada 
Tsp,  Yangon.  
Tel: 255122, 255 265, Fax: 255119

Malaysia Airlines (MH)
335/357, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Pabedan Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 387648, 
241007 ext : 120, 121, 122 Fax : 
241124

Myanmar Airways 
International(8M)
  08-02, Sakura Tower,
339, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauk-
tada Tsp, Ygn.
Tel : 255260, Fax: 255305

Silk Air(MI)
339, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 2nd 
Floor, Sakura Tower, Kyauktada 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar. 
Tel: 255 287~9 , Fax: 255 290

Thai Airways (TG)
Room No. 1101, Sakura Tower, 339, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Kyauktada 
Tsp, Ygn.
Tel : 255491~6 Fax : 255223

Vietnam Airlines (VN)
#1702, Sakura Tower 339, Bogyoke 
Aung San Rd, Kyauktada Tsp,  
Yangon. Fax  255086.  
Tel  255066/ 255088/ 255068.

International  Airlines
Air Bagan Ltd.(W9)
56, Shwe Taung Gyar Street, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel : 513322, 513422, 
504888, Fax : 515102

Air KBZ (K7)
33-49,Corner of Bank Street & 
Maha Bandoola Garden Street, 
Kyauktada Tsp,Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: 372977~80, 533030~39 
(Airport)
Fax: 372983

Air Mandalay (6T)
146, Dhamazedi Road, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon Tel : 501520, 525488
(Head Office) 720309, 652753, 

652754 (Airport Office), Fax: 525 
937

Asian Wings (AW)
No.34(A-1), Shwe Taung Gyar 
Street, Bahan Township,Yangon.
Myanmar.
Tel: 951 516654, 532253, 09-731-
35991~3.Fax: 951 532333

Yangon Airways(YH)
166, MMB Tower, Level 5, Upper 
Pansodan Rd, Mingalar Taung-
nyunt Tsp, Yangon. Tel: (+95-1) 
383 100,  383 107, 700 264, Fax: 
652 533.

Domestic  Airlines

By Gildas Le Roux

PIANOSA ISLAND, Italy — 
Holidaymakers arriving on 
the white sands of Pianosa 
Island off western Italy are 
welcomed by hosts unlike 
any others: five prisoners 
still serving time who help 
manage a local hotel.

At first sight, there is 
little to set apart the island, 
one of seven in the Tuscan 
Archipelago, with its quaint 
port, schools of fish and 
waters as turquoise as those 
in the Indian Ocean around 
the Maldives.

The concrete wall of a high 
security prison attests to its 
past as a penal colony, where 
mafia bosses considered 
particularly dangerous were 
once sent before the prison 
closed in 1998.

But a handful of convicted 
criminals are back on 
Pianosa, earning their 
keep and rustling up food 
for tourists thanks to a 
program started in 2000 by 
a local cooperative called 
San Giacomo in conjunction 
with the prison on nearby 
Elba Island.

“It’s a really positive 
initiative. It allows these 
p e o p l e  t o  g r a d u a l l y 
reintegrate into society with 
a lot less trauma then if they 
were to leave prison from 
one day to the next,” said 

the cooperative’s deputy 
head, Brunello De Batte.

T h e  i n m a t e s ,  e a c h 
serving a long sentence for 
undisclosed crimes, have 
been given contracts to 
work as barmen, cooks, 
cleaners, waiters, even gift 
shop salesmen in the small, 
12-room hotel with a bar 
and restaurant run by the 
cooperative.

Still considered prisoners, 
they cannot leave the island 
and are confined at night to 
special rooms.

Yet “over the years, I’ve 
seen these prisoners mature, 
take on responsibilities. They 
are completely changed 
compared to when they 
arrived. They have developed 
a sense of belonging to a 
group,” he said.

Filippo, a 32-year-old 
Sicilian with piercing blue 
eyes now in his second year 
working on Pianosa, said the 
experience has given him a 
new sense of self-worth and 
something to work towards.

“Life has given me a second 
chance. I feel accepted by 
society once more,” he said, 
though he added that it 
is not always easy to win 
people’s trust.

“People are prejudiced 
and that’s normal, but I 
try right away to switch 
their opinion,” he said as he 
changed the sheets in the 
hotel bedrooms.

Pianosa today is a wildlife 
sanctuary but also draws 
visitors who remember it 
as the fictional setting for 
the World War II squadron 
trying to keep sane in 
Joseph Heller’s satirical 
novel Catch 22.

Only prisoners who have 
already served at least 
two-thirds of their sentence 
and shown exemplary 
behaviour can apply to take 
part in the programme on 
the island.

“I want to be able to 
show customers that I am 
normal. Just because you’re 
a prisoner doesn’t mean 
you have four arms. We 
are human, and everyone 
makes mistakes,” he said.

At the port,  holiday 
makers tuck into fresh 
fish caught in the island’s 
pristine waters and prepared 
by the convicts .

“I  think it ’s  a great 
initiative. I had a fantastic 
pasta with red mullet last 
night,” said a 30-something 
tourist named Benedetto, as 
he strolled with his baby son 
along the deserted dock.

Organisers consider the 
program a success, notably 
in offering job training to 
inmates. There are no official 
statistics, but they said 
prisoners have found work 
upon release, including one 
now successfully employed 
as a mason. – AFP

Convicts cook for
tourists in Italy

A view of the port on the Italian island of Pianosa on August 7. Pic: AFP

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULES
DAyS Flight Dep Arr DAyS Flight Dep Arr DAyS Flight Dep Arr DAyS Flight Dep Arr 

YANGON TO BANGKOK
MON PG 706 07:15 09:30

8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

TUE PG 706 07:15 09:30
8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

WED PG 706 07:15 09:30
8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

THUR PG 706 07:15 09:30
8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

FRI PG 706 07:15 09:30
8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

SAT PG 706 07:15 09:30
8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

SUN PG 706 07:15 09:30
8M 335 07:35 09:20
FD 3771 08:30 10:20
TG 304 09:50 11:45
PG 702 10:55 12:50
TG 302 14:55 16:50
8M 331 16:30 18:15
PG 704 16:40 18:35
FD 3773 18:05 19:55
TG 306 19:45 21:40

YANGON TO SINGAPORE

MON MI 519 00:25 05:00
8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 6232 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
MI 517 16:40 21:15

TUE 8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 233 13:20 17:50
MI 517 16:40 21:15

WED 8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 6232 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
MI 517 16:40 21:15

THUR 8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 233 13:20 17:50
MI 517 16:40 21:15

FRI 8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 6232 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
MI 517 16:40 21:15

SAT 8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 6232 11:30 16:05
3K 586 11:30 16:05
MI 517 16:40 21:15

SUN MI 519 00:25 05:00
8M 231 07:55 12:25
MI 511 10:10 14:45
8M 233 13:20 17:50
MI 517 16:40 21:15

YANGON TO SIEM REAP
WED 8M 401 08:50 11:25

SAT 8M 401 08:50 11:25

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
MON 8M 501 09:00 13:00

MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

TUE 8M 501 09:00 13:00
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

WED 8M 501 09:00 13:00
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

THU MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

FRI 8M 501 09:00 13:00
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

SAT 8M 501 09:00 13:00
MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

SUN MH 741 12:15 16:30
AK 851 18:50 23:05

YANGON TO GAUNGZHOU
WED CZ 3056 11:20 15:50

THUR 8M 711 08:40 13:15

SAT CZ 3056 11:20 15:50

SUN 8M 711 08:40 13:15

YANGON TO TAIPEI
MON CI 7916 11:10 04:35

TUE CI 7916 11:10 04:35

WED CI 7916 11:10 04:35

FRI CI 7916 11:10 04:35

YANGON TO KUNMING
MON MU 2032 09:40 12:50

TUE MU 2032 09:40 12:50
CA 906 14:15 17:35

WED MU 2032 09:40 12:50
CA 906 14:15 17:35

THUR MU 2032 09:40 12:50
CA 906 14:15 17:35

SAT MU 2032 09:40 12:50
CA 906 14:15 17:35

SUN MU 2032 09:40 12:50
CA 906 14:15 17:35

YANGON TO KOLKATA
MON A1 228 15:50 16:45

FRI A1 228 15:50 16:45

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
THUR W9 9607 14:20 16:10

YANGON TO HANOI

MON VN 956 19:10 21:30

WED VN 956 19:10 21:30

FRI VN 956 19:10 21:30

SAT VN 956 19:10 21:30

SUN VN 956 19:10 21:30

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH

TUE VN 942 14:25 17:10

THUR VN 942 14:25 17:10
W9 9607 14:35 16:05

SUN VN 942 14:25 17:10
W9 9607 14:35 16:05

YANGON TO PHNOM PENH

WED 8M 401 15:15 17:40

SAT 8M 401 15:15 17:40

YANGON TO GAYA

MON 8M 601 09:00 10:20

A1 234 13:30 14:15

WED 8M 601 09:00 10:20

FRI 8M 601 09:00 10:20

SAT 8M 601 09:00 10:20

BANGKOK TO YANGON

MON FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

TUE FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

WED FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

THUR FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

FRI FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

SAT FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

SUN FD 3770 07:15 08:00
TG 303 07:55 08:50
PG 701 09:15 10:05
8M 336 10:40 11:25
TG 301 13:00 13:55
PG 703 15:00 15:50
FD 3772 16:50 17:35
TG 305 17:50 18:45
8M 332 19:15 20:00
PG 705 20:15 21:30

SINGAPORE TO YANGON

MON MI 512 07:55 09:20
3K 585 09:10 10:40
8M 6231 09:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45
MI 520 22:00 23:30

TUE MI 512 07:55 09:20
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45
8M 234 18:50 20:20

WED MI 512 07:55 09:20
3K 585 09:10 10:40
8M 6231 09:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45

THUR MI 512 07:55 09:20
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45
8M 234 18:50 20:20

FRI MI 512 07:55 09:20
3K 585 09:10 10:40
8M 6231 09:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45

SAT MI 512 07:55 09:20
3K 585 09:10 10:40
8M 6231 09:10 10:40
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45
MI 520 15:20 16:40
MI 520 22:00 23:30

SUN MI 512 07:55 09:20
8M 232 13:25 14:55
MI 518 14:20 15:45
8M 234 18:50 20:20

KAULA LUMPUR TO YANGON

MON MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 14:00 15:00
AK 850 17:10 18:20

TUE MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 14:00 15:00
AK 850 17:10 18:20

WED MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 14:00 15:00
AK 850 17:10 18:20

THU MH 740 10:05 11:15
AK 850 17:10 18:20

FRI MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 14:00 15:00
AK 850 17:10 18:20

SAT MH 740 10:05 11:15
8M 502 14:00 15:00
AK 850 17:10 18:20

SUN MH 740 10:05 11:15
AK 850 17:10 18:20

GUANGZHOU TO YANGON

WED CZ 3055 08:40 10:30

THUR 8M 712 14:15 15:50

SAT CZ 3055 08:40 10:30

SUN 8M 712 14:15 15:50

TAIPEI TO YANGON

MON CI 7915 07:15 10:10

TUE CI 7915 07:15 10:10

WED CI 7915 07:15 10:10

FRI CI 7915 07:15 10:10

KUNMING TO YANGON

MON MU 2031 08:40 09:00

TUE MU 2031 08:40 09:00
CA 905 12:40 13:15

WED CA 905 12:40 13:15
MU 2031 08:40 09:00

THUR MU 2031 08:40 09:00
CA 905 12:40 13:15

SAT MU 2031 08:40 09:00
CA 905 12:40 13:15

SUN MU 2031 08:40 09:00
CA 905 12:40 13:15

KOLKATA TO YANGON

Mon A1 227 10:00 12:45

FRI A1 227 10:00 12:45

CHIANG MAI TO YANGON

THUR W9 9608 17:20 17:50

HANOI TO YANGON

MON VN 957 16:35 18:10

WED VN 957 16:35 18:10

FRI VN 957 16:35 18:10

SAT VN 957 16:35 18:10

SUN VN 957 16:35 18:10

HO CHI MINH TO YANGON

TUE VN 943 11:40 13:25

THUR VN 943 11:40 13:25

SUN VN 943 11:40 13:25

PHNOM PENH TO YANGON

WED 8M 402 18:40 20:05

SAT 8M 402 18:40 20:05

GAYA TO YANGON

MON 8M 602 11:20 14:30

A1 233 11:45 14:45

WED 8M 602 11:20 14:30

FRI 8M 602 11:20 14:30

SAT 8M 602 11:20 14:30

FD & AK = Air Asia
TG = Thai Airways
8M = Myanmar Airways International
PG = Bangkok Airways
MI = Silk Air
VN = Vietnam Airline
MH = Malaysia Airlines
CZ = China Southern
CI = China Airlines
CA = Air China
IC = Indian Airlines Limited
W9 = Air Bagan
3K = Jet Star

International
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Aquarius Jan 20 - Feb 18
Your vision might be free from superstition or prejudice of any kind, 
but your spotlight of truth is a little off the mark when it comes to 
illuminating the positive. Your lack of courtesy makes it difficult for 
others to enjoy your company in social situations. Don’t lose your 
focus on your own education. Your constant involvement in the affairs 
of others will act as a barrier to understanding your own heart. 

Pisces  Feb 19 - Mar 20
Your belief in fate will incline you to harbouring strange fantasies that 
are beyond reason. Use friendship, one of the most important spheres 
of your life, to build important social connections. Forget hidden 
opportunities but freshen your mind through meditation to add value 
to your life and maximise self-understanding. Love needs to be alive 
in your soul in order to maintain a healthy and harmonious nature.

Aries March 21 - April 19
Reduce selfishness in social relationships. Only when you stop 
focusing on your own well-being will you become important to others. 
Humility is not the same as weakness or timidity; it will in fact help 
you cultivate honesty and self-respect. Your needs will be fulfilled by 
the honour of our solar system. Love should not make you suffer, but 
rather make your heart harmonious.

Taurus  April 20 - May 20
Respect is an important ingredient in life that everyone deserves to be 
accorded. Your destiny as an individual is to serve rather than rule, and 
your main source of development is spiritual expansion that will help 
you understand the thoughts of others. A short journey will make you 
feel fresh and happy. Nobody can harness your emotional desires, but 
you should learn to manage them yourself when pursuing love.

Gemini May 21 - June 20
Remember that it is the nature of all living things to age, and you are 
no exception. Remain as free as possible throughout your life, and 
use your talkative nature to your own advantage. Your longing for new 
interests and your impatience with routine can lead to brilliant results 
in literature. Pursue your need for partnership on a high level.

Cancer June 22 - July 22
Understand that you are not a cosmic accident, but the culmination of 
the entire natural order. You have been created to perform a peculiar 
and important function in harmony with your environment. Your social 
outlook must be clear to see the truth. Pride is dangerous and can 
gradually kill your harmonious nature. Taking too many emotional risks 
can become unhealthy.

Leo  July 23 - Aug 22
The world’s situation is not always in your favour. There can be no 
world and no life without problems. To maintain self-confidence, 
remain aware of your mind and its relationship with the reality outside 
of your own head. Learn to come to terms with the ever-changing 
world rather than clinging blindly to traditional customs and manners. 
Be courageous in your every action.

Virgo  Aug 23 - Sept 22
Your splendid power of discrimination allows you to easily classify and 
recognise at a glance the potential value of others, and to put them 
to work accordingly. Accuracy and method are very important, and 
your careful ways with finance can lead to success in the position of 
banker. A keen eye for monetary affairs is needed without fail. You 
must confirm your own words to build a stable romance.

Libra  Sept 23 - Oct 22
Exercise daily to build your self-confidence. Become interested in a 
particular job or profession that suits you, and pursue it with all of 
your energy. Your responsibility is to use all the talent at your disposal 
and develop it to the fullest extent possible. God manifests within 
you as an abiding sense of love.

Scorpio  Oct 23 - Nov 21
Tingling physical pain or sharp mental pain is all too often aimed 
at the wrong people at the wrong time, and as a result you will feel 
frustrated and discontented. The strong sense of pride that you 
harbour inside your soul sometimes prevents your penetrating eyes 
from seeing the truth within. Introspection by meditation is the best 
way to make yourself healthy and harmonious.

Sagittarius Nov 22 - Dec 21
Waiting is a strategy that should not be overlooked in all kinds of situations. 
Sometimes a small span of determined silence can do wonders. There are 
times when it is important to keep your mouth shut with a view to resisting 
injustice, consoling a friend or straightening out a misunderstanding. 
Hidden Cupid is waiting in the wings to create love within you.

Capricorn  Dec 22 - Jan 19
Never feel nervous about encouraging yourself to take action even if 
no one else agrees. Life is not a 100-metre dash but a marathon. True 
discipline will fulfil your inner potential to develop creative power, with 
which you can beautify and purify yourself. Ready yourself to tolerate 
those in your social circle who make a habit of casting undeserved 
blame. Learn more about today and yesterday, for tomorrow you 
must work to create love.

YOUR STARS
By Astrologer

Aung Myin Kyaw

For a personal reading contact Aung Myin Kyaw, 4th Floor,
113 Thamain Bayan Road, Tamwe Township, Yangon.

Tel: 0973135632, Email: williameaste@gmail.com

By Tom Sietsema

WASHINGTON — Mike Isabella 
originally intended to leave 
for Greece and Turkey 
last month for 15 days of 
research in anticipation of 
his forthcoming restaurant, 
Kapnos. But when his country 
called, the former “Top 
Chef” contestant and creator 
of Graffiato and Bandolero 
in Washington added some 
embassy stops and restaurant 
and vendor meetings to his 
overseas itinerary.

Isabella is one of the 
first chefs to be tapped 
by the United States State 
Department to serve as a 
culinary ambassador abroad, 
part of an ambitious new 
undertaking to use food as a 
diplomatic tool. Initiated by 
US chief of protocol Capricia 
Penavic Marshall and blessed 
by her boss, Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, the Diplomatic 
Culinary Partnership aims to 
“elevate the role of culinary 
engagement in America’s 
formal and public diplomacy 
efforts”, according to a 
mission statement.

T h e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  i n 
partnership with the James 
Beard Foundation, named 
for the late dean of American 
cooking, was official ly 
announced at the State 
Department on September 7 
at a reception featuring some 
of the nation’s premiere chefs 
and pedigreed products.

“James used to say, ‘food 
is our common ground,’” 
says foundation president 
Susan Ungaro. “He would be 
thrilled [by chefs] getting 
recognition in ways they 
never have before.”

The wide-ranging effort 
creates an American Chef 
Corps, a network of culinary 
leaders  who cou ld  be 
deployed to promote US 
cooking and agricultural 
products abroad.

“They might meet with an 
embassy, cook a lunch, post 
blogs or [write] articles, 
speak at events,” says 
Marshall, listing the many 
ways participants might 
engage.

American chefs who aspire 
to medals from the James 
Beard Foundation and to 
stars from Michelin now have 
something else to aim for: 
navy-blue jackets set off 
with an American flag, the 
seal of the State Department 
and their names embroidered 
in gold on the front. The 
State Chef designation will 
be reserved for industry 
m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e 
distinguished themselves 
by, say, serving a meal for the 
State Department or hosting 
a foreign delegation.

Among the 20-plus anointed 
State Chefs are the Washington 
area’s Jose Andres, who cooked 
for the 50th anniversary of the 
Diplomatic Reception Rooms 
last year; former White House 
chef Walter Scheib; Vikram 
Sunderam, who introduced 
local schoolchildren to “A 
Taste of India” at a cultural 
exchange at Blair House 
three years ago; and Bryan 
Voltaggio, who prepared 
a three-course dinner for 
Japan’s prime minister at the 
National Geographic Museum 
in April; plus the travelling 
Isabella.

Headliners from elsewhere 
include British-born chef 
April Bloomfield of the 
Spotted Pig in New York, who 
made lunch for the British 
prime minister in March, 
and Mexican-food maestro 
Rick Bayless of Frontera 
Grill and Topolobampo in 
Chicago. Bayless cooked at 
the Obama administration’s 
second state dinner in 2010, 
for the Mexican president.

Unofficially until last 
week, the Beard foundation 
in recent years advised the 
State Department on chef 
talent. For a lunch for the 
vice president of China in 
February, for instance, the 
foundation identified Ming 
Tsai, the Chinese American 
chef of Blue Ginger in 
Wellesley, Massachusetts 
— and freshly minted state 
chef.

During the Chicago NATO 
Summit in May, world leaders 
saw not chafing dishes, but 
snack-size tastes of the Windy 
City: finger foods including 
mini deep-dish pizzas, 
popcorn and pierogis. For 
speed and convenience, the 
small plates in the leaders-
only lounge were arranged 
on a tiered buffet.

“All  of our eating is 
purposeful,” wherever it 
takes place, says US deputy 
chief of protocol Natalie 
Jones. “There’s a message 
behind everything.”

The launch with the James 
Beard Foundation will be 
message-rich: Buy, and try, 
American products.

Clinton’s interest in food 
dates to her days as first lady, 
when Marshall served as her 
social secretary, and the super-
frequent-flyer’s enthusiasm 
has only broadened since. 
While hunger, security and 
nutrition issues are at the top 
of the secretary of state’s food 
agenda, she has encouraged 
her staff to come up with fresh 
ways of extending hospitality 
to foreign guests who are 
possibly jet-lagged or on a 
different body clock.

A holding room might 
come with tea flavoured 
to remind them of home 
(hibiscus for the Mexicans, 
cardamom for the Indians). 
Table accompaniments now 
include spreads, flatbreads 
and nuts: welcoming snacks 
for visitors who might not 
have seen food for a while or 
who must wait for a speech 
before getting a full meal.

“Factoring in others’ tastes, 
ceremonies and values is 
an overlooked and powerful 
part of diplomacy,” Clinton 
responded to a request from 
The Washington Po st. “The 
working meals I attend with 
foreign leaders build stronger 
bonds between countries and 
offer an important setting to 
further the vital diplomatic 
work we conduct every day.”

The kick-off is being 
supported with public and 
private funds. Among the 
contributors are Mars, the 
food manufacturing giant, 
and Lenox, the high-end 
china and gift producer. 
“F ind ing  partners  has 
not been difficult,” says 
Marshall. The Diplomatic 
Culinary Partnership “is good 
for American business”.

The food ambassadors 
are unpaid emissaries who 
donate their time and effort. 
“We’re appealing to their 
sense of patriotism,” says 
Jones. Before he took off for 
Greece and Turkey, Isabella 
said that the request from 
the State Department was 
such an honour, “I would 
pay out of my own pocket 
to do this.”

So he did. Chefs can 
“represent their country 
when it works for them”, 
says Ungaro of the James 
Beard Foundation.

Food — what it is, where it 
is, how it looks — “changes 
the tone and tenor” of 
high-stakes meetings, says 
Marshall. Her boss isn’t the 
only world leader to agree. 
“If your dish is a miss, it’s 
more difficult to plead a 
cause,” French President 
Francois Hollande told the 
Club des Chefs des Chefs at 
a Paris gathering of chefs of 
political leaders from around 
the world in July.

Over two decades, Clinton 
has learned how matters of 
the table can burnish her 
legacy.

As first lady, she hired 
Scheib away from the 
Greenbrier resort and did 
away with what he calls 
the “quasi-French, quasi-
California” White House 
food of the past. Clinton 
published her own Martha 
Stewart-style coffee table 
book, An I nvitation to th e 
White House: At Home With 
History.

“She’s already been the 
entertainer-in-chief,” says 
US deputy chief of protocol 
Mark Walsh.

Clinton has also developed 
adventurous tastes. During a 
recent trip to Hanoi, she was 
encouraged to sample the 
Metropole Hotel’s European 
dining rooms. Instead, 
Clinton insisted on seeking 
out a Vietnamese menu. 
At home and abroad, the 
secretary of state is known 
to favour spicy food and 
exotic flavours. But hold off 
on game, frisee, shellfish 
and undercooked meat, say 
those who have made meals 
for her.

The brokers of the food 
drive hope it’s around a long 
time, no matter who’s in 
office. “There is a reservoir 
of knowledge” now, says 
Marshall. “We don’t want to 
lose it.”

— The Washington Post 

Chefs the new US diplomats

Bryan Voltaggio, who prepared a three-course dinner for Japan’s prime minister last 
April, will be one of the State Chefs. Pic: Washington Post/Astrid Riecken

‘Factoring in 
others’ tastes, 

ceremonies 
and values is an 
overlooked and 
powerful part of 

diplomacy.’



PROPERTY  Business
“ D I S T R I B U T O R 
of alkaline water 
system looking for 
business partners. 
Interested party 
kindly call +65 93886190 
or email crosspoint39@
yahoo. com Discussion at 
Traders Hotel 14 Sep 
9am to 1pm May Lee, 
Singapore”.

Computer
I.C.S system solution  
(One Stop Service) 
ComputerMaintenance, 
Wireless Router 
Configuration, Window 
OS & Software 
Installation, Netowrk 
services direct to the 
Company , Office 
& Home. Available 
Contract service . 
Antivirus Software 
(License) = 8,500 Ks. 
Ph: 09 540 9712 

HD (Game, app) install 
iPhone, iPod touch 
6000ks, iPad 8000ks, 
iTunes account open (free 
game, app download) 
Gmail account open, All 
iDevices iOS 5.1.1 
version upgrade full 
untethered jailbreak 
(power off), Android 
Game,app install 5000ks, 
Ph : 09-514-7480 

BASIC COURSE, i 
office Course, DTP 
Course, Graphic 
Design, Internet & Email, 
Peachtree Accounting 
Ph: 09-448003402 

COMPUTER Services 
(On Call) Networking 
& CCTV installation 
09-430-52564, 09- 730-
85511

GMAIL, facebook new 
account. Pls contact : 
09-730-45025

I OFFICE COURSE 
DTP Course Graphic 
Design Course 
Internet & Email 
Peachtree Accounting 
2005/2010. Ph : 09-448-
003402

START MAKING FREE 
video calls on your 
iPhone, Android, WP7, 
or PC! Tango works 
over all networks and 
across many devices.  
Download Tango at 
http://www.tango.net/r/a 
, or search for Tango in 
your app marketplace.

SOFTWARE developer 
& PC Technician special 
training : From funda-
mental to advanced level 
(1) C++, Visual Basic, 
VB.NET & C#.NET 
(2) A+ hardware and 
networking PC-One 
Computer training 
center. 39, 30th st. (1st 
flr.) Pabedan. 09-420-0 
90167, 09-509-0350

Education
EDUCATION for primary 
level English, Maths 
Science, Geography 
History, English 
Language contact 
:candlight295@gmail.
com

KAUNG MYAT BE(PE), 
Lecturer & Guide, 
Special for Maths & 
Physics, GCE ‘A’ Level, 
GCE ‘O’ Level, Grade 
IX, X & XI, Ph: 09-731-
42020, kaungmyat-
00251@gmail.com

FOR IGCSE (English); 
IELTS; Basic Grammar 
Proficiency and French 
language, pls contact 
Saya U Myo Win MA, BA 
( English) IIU; FDMU @ 
36 top floor, Zizawar St, 
Yay Gyaw , Pazundaung. 
Ph: 09-730-98865.

FOR PRIMARY Level 
International School 
Subjects English , 
Math, History , Science 
Geography,  English 
Language Myanmar 
Language Dance 
Lessons. Contact 

:candlelight295@gmail.
com

SCHOLAR Teaching 
& Guide Association” 
founded with ME, 
BE & Master Degree 
holder with 12 
years experience in 
teachingPublic & Int'l 
School (Total, ILBC, C 
ISM, YIUS, Horizon, 
ISM)Higher level: SAT, 
IGCSE, IELTS, TOFEL, 
Saya Bryan (M.E 
IT):09 4200 706 92, 
09 2150075 Saya Min 
Aung :09 42 111 0832 
Native American & 
Korean teachers also 
available.

FOR IGCSE (English); 
IELTS; Basic Grammar 
Proficiency and French 
language, pls contact 
Saya U Myo Win MA, BA ( 
English) IIU; FDMU @ 36 
top floor, Zizawar St, Yay 
Gyaw , Pazun-daung. 
Ph: 09-730-98865.

SPECIAL Teaching 
(Individual Or Group). 
Mathematics for GCE, 
Edexcel GCSE & 
Edexcel IGCSE (O-Level 
& A-Level). Mathematics 
for SAT (Grade 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12). Mathematics for 
Matric Exam. Ph: 09-
731-48725.

MATHEMATICS If your 
child (KG to Grade 9) 
from YIS, ISM, ISY, 
Yangon Academy and all 
international schools is 
weak in Maths or doesn’t 
know how to think and 
solve the problems, 
Pls contact. Daw Naing 
Naing Aung, B.Com 
(Q) No.(6), Thuketa St, 
Baukhtaw, Yankin. Ph: 
544594, 09-500-4993.

IELTS & IGCSE (Basic, 7.5 
& Above), (Phy; Chem; 
Eng), Business English; 
We are hero-makers; 
Teacher Solomon: Ph-
09-541-7781.

KANT KAW Education 
Centre is now accepting 
applications for its 
October Term.  Limited 
fee waivers are available 
so apply now! Available 
courses : General English 
(Level I & II) IELTS (Level 
I & II) Academic Reading 
& Writing Civic Education 
Advanced English for 
Communication Con- 
versation Club Study 
Abroad skills Building  
Deadline for applica-
tions: September 7,  
2012.  Address:  (605/A), 
San Yeik Nyein 6th St, 
Kamaryut, Yangon.    Ph: 
01 502 884. Email: info@
kantkaw.com

MYANMAR Aabedama 
if you would like to ask 
any question about 
Myanmar Tradition 
You are welcome to 
contact Mg Htoo Pyae 
Sone Tun: 09-420-
109629, 09-732-46462

TEACHING Guide 
For Primary Student for 
International Schools 
Subjects English, Math 
Geography History, 
Social Sceince 
English Language 
Ph : 9190133

Expert Service
CONSTRUCTION & 
Engineering (Free 
advice) I, sole owner 
of S-Engineering & 
Construction, am 
providing the best service 
to build variousbuildings 
in all over the 
country (Myanmar)
withaffordable price 
and reasonable period. 
In addition to that, 
I amproviding the 
valuable advice for 
those people who are 
interested in Construct-
ion & Engineering 
field and intended to 
do Construction & 
Engineering as their 
future endeavor for 

free-of-charge. Ph: 09-
5005817

OLAR Translation 
Service Ph: 09 4200 
31866 / 01 - 229 301 
Email:  iolar.translation 
@gmail.com

REAL ESTATE or Land-
housing investment in 
Myanmar. We coordi-
nately invite Myanmar 
citizens or nons to 
cooperate with us as w will 
take responsibi- lities with 
our citizen-ship scrutiny 
For those who interest 
& want to cooperate with 
us may contact Saya 
Bryan 09-42007 0692, 
Saya Htet (Engineer) 09-
21500 75.

IF YOU WANT to send 
letter or parcel to 
Naypyitaw & Mandalay 
call me, Kaung Htet 
Mail Services with 09-
730-08426. 1 letter 
for Naypyitaw 2500ks, 
Mandalay 3500ks.

SMART LINK (Online 
Marketing & Branding 
Services) We are 
offering great services 
with reasonable price for 
you. Not just advertising 
& promot-ion , We make 
Branding Market Surveys 
Customer relationship  
& Engagement We 
make your online 
presence SMART !!! 
-3 types of Service 
Pack-age with 60% 
money back guarantee. 
Ph:09-43115202 Email: 
zinzae@gmail. com)

Language
THE GREAT NEWS 
and proud to announce 
(foreigners), this 
Myanmar language 
class is help to gain 
Myanmar  local people’s 
speaking style & habits. 
We can teach advance 
to every students, 
mean systematically 
.Also we can teach at 
the students‘ home.If u 
want to try our Myanmar 
language class, pls join 
as soon as possible. 
teachers Sithu and Cho 
Zin Enroll now! ph : 09-
4210 37619, 09-4210 
74658

CHINESE Language: 
Foreigners or Local 
Students who want to 
speak in Chinese fluently 
in short time, contact to 
teacher Lin, pls. Available 
for home teaching in OK! 
Ph: 09-730-49543.

FREE ENGLISH 
Conversation Opportu- 
nity You can participate 
in individual conversat-
ion with native English 
speakers - October 4th 
- October 29th 2012. 
Call MBJ Office ph. No 
# 538 557 , 537 307 
Deadline for registration 
is September 30th 2012 
.

E X P E R I E N C E D , 
Australian registered 
teacher, currently 
working in an 
International school in 
Yangon ready to teach 
French, Arabic, ESL 
and IT for all levels and 
all ages. Please email: 
kh281100@gmail.com 
for further information.

THE GREAT NEWS 
and proud to announce 
(foreigners), this 
Myanmar language 
class is help to gain  
Myanmarlocal people’s 
speaking style & habits. 
We can teach advance 
to every students, mean 
systema tically. Also 
we can teach at the 
students‘ home.If you 
want to try our Myanmar 
language class, pls join 
as soon as possible.                         
Teachers  Sithu & Cho 
Zin Enroll now! Ph: 09-
4210 37619, 09-4210 
74658. call and enjoy 
students.

SPOKEN MYANMAR 
- Effective Myanmar 
language home visit 
classes for Foreigners. 
Progressive Program 
would be supported.For 
details, pls contact to 
keencentre@gmail.com

“ENGLISH class at 
Chantha Gonyaung 
Condo, Tamwe . Pre 
reading (Phonics), 
Reading (Oxford 
reading program) 
Creative writing, 
Grammar (EFL/ESL), 
4 skills (IELTS) Also 
available Math & 
Science (Singapore 
syllabus/ IGCSE) 
Call 09-5062283. “

FOREIGNERS for those 
who would like to learn 
Myanmar language. 
10000 Kyats per hour. 
Ma Zar Chi Lwin, B.A 
(English) UFL, 09-495-
88579.

For Rent
BRAND New Toyota 
Hiace Van (15 Seaters), 
Left hand drive, Diesel, 
For rent, 4 Units, Contact: 
205327, 205918.

BED ROOM for Rent : 
Foreigner only. 1 or 2 
person. Ph: 526707, 
09-517-2256.

LEFT HAND Drive Car 
for rent (Expat use in 
Yangon) Contact : 09-
730-33776.

For Sale
CAR FOR SALE : Toyota 
Prado, Model : 2006. 
Year of Manufacture: 
2006. Colour : White. 
Condition: fairly good. 
Interested person may 
contact Ms.Thazin - Tel: 
01-516-952

CREATIVE ZEN 
MEDIA Player for sale 
(Genuine Creative 
Product) 4 GB internal 
memory. Original 
Silicon case and box. 
Can play music, video, 
FM, Voice recording & 
photo view. Very good 
condition. Battery-
more than 3.5 hours. 
Price: 35000 Kyats Ph: 
09-507-9980 (Aung Thu 
Hein).

HD (Game,app) install 
iPhone, iPod touch 
6000ks, iPad 8000ks, 
iTunes account open (free 
game, app download) 
Gmail account open , All 
iDevices iOS 5.1.1 
version upgrade full 
untethered jailbreak 
(power off) ,  Android 
Game, app install 

5000ks, Ph : 09-514-
7480.

VERY GOOD 2nd Hand. 
(1) GSM/CDMA Handset 
HTC Desire S RUS 1 Set 
(300,000Ks). (2) GSM 
Handset Louis Vutton 
Design 1 Set (50,000Ks). 
(3) GSM Handset LG KF 
350 1 Set (50000Ks). 
Contact: 09-501-8380, 
505597.

(1). VOLVO 740GLE [ 
New Cabin with WRTA ] 
[ 4Ka/——  ]   [ ABS, AC, 
PS, PW, MP3 Player]   
[Mileage : 53000 Km] (2). 
Toyota Mark II Grande 
limited ( 1989 model ) [ 
9Ka/——  ] Ph:  09-44-
800-6520

(1). CANON NP6416 
copier (new condition) 
(2).Canon FAX-B150  (3).
CHIGO air-con KF72LW 
. 3 hp (sigle) Floor Type 
(2) unit, (about 100 hr) 
6 Lakhs (4). Needle - 
testing Machine (brand 
new) 70 Lakhs. Ph: 09-
730-82783. ko poe zaw

GIPHONE 3GS Black 
16GB IOS version 5.1.1 
with Original Head phone 
Cable Charger with 
Original Box. Already 
Jailbreak Very good 
condition 80% New. 
Price - 170000 Ph: 09-
517-8391

GET-ARCADE Handheld 
Gaming Device for sell. 
Can play NES, Sega 
Genesis, Arcade,SNES, 
GBA games very well. 
100 + games included. 
Very good condition 
with original box. 
Battery - 3.5 hour of 
gameplay guarentee. 
Price - 25,000 Kyats 
09 5079980 (Aung Thu 
Hein)”

DELL LAPTOP (3 weeks 
used) - InspironN4050-
1103 - Processor (Intel* 
Core i5-2450M 2.5GHz) 
-RAM (4GB DDR3)-
HDD (500GB5400rpm)-
DVDR/W-AMD Radeon 
HD6470-1GB-B lue-
tooth-HDwebcam-Wifi-
6cellBattery.K480,000. 
Ph:09-4200-37876.

NISSAN (Bluebird sss) 
1986  Air con – Very 
Good  Wheel  - New 
Shock absorber - New 
65 Lakhs Ph : 09-731-
10110.

ACER LAPTOP. 
Processor: Intel (R) 
core (TM)2. Solo CPU 
U3500. 1.40 Ghz.  
Memory 4 GB. Windows 
vista. Model: Aspire 
4810T. 64 bit OS. 
Service Pack 1. 
Price: 130000. Ph: 09-
514-8155.

(90% NEW) Used Apple 
IpodTouch 4G 32GB 
Black With all original 
accessries and box Price 
- 150000, Nokia N8 with 
all original accessries 
and box price - 150000  
Ph : 09-517-8391

COMPOSITE Showcase 
6 No for sale. Ph: 09-
73005836, 09-5095505.

6 MONTH USED 
Apple IpodTouch 4th 
Generation 32 GB 
Black with all original 
Accessories and box 
very good condition price 
- 150000, 6 Month Used 
Phone Nokia N8  with all 

original accessories and 
box price - 150000  Ks 
095178391.

General
NYOON Book Dealing: 
Various kinds of Books 
regrading Business 
Management, Business 
& Investing, Account-
ing, Briefcase Series, 
Interview skills, English 
Language can be 
available at Innwa Book 
Store, A Yone Thit Book 
Store, TAB Book Centre 
(Taw Win Centre), Yar 
Pyae (Mandalay) Book 
Store. We also provide 
ordering books by door to 
door system. No.214, 4th 
Flr, Cor of Anawrahta Rd 
& 32nd St, Pabedan  Email: 
nyoon. bookdealing@
gmail. com, Ph: 386693, 
09-504-6769.

MOBILE HOUSE : 
Sales & Service center 
: 161,Latha St, Upper, 
Latha. Ph: 250880.

INT'L HAIRSTYLE 
Chanin Store : 144, Latha 
St, Middle, Latha.Ph:09-
5055508, 253414.

Training
MDT Pharmaceutical 
Institute, Applied Courses 
For Pharma-ceutical 
Field. MDT training centre 
is train for pharmaceutical 
sales & marketing. 
Available courses 
are; Sales Training for 
Pharmaceuticals fields, 
Medico Marketing 
( P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s  
Marketing Training), 
Anatomy & Pharmaco-
logy for Pharmaceu-
ticals Fields, KSA- 
Basics for Success 
as MSR, Business 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
Customer Conversion 
(Buying Process). We 
assure brighten for your 
career, Ph: 09-516-9386, 
09-730-47051, 09-493-
14107.

SMART (Body Fitness); 
Welcome to all of 
customer. To reduce your 
over weight body (Above 
200lb). To get smart and 
healthy body. To get a 
healthy life. Available 
to discuss with experts 
(Excellent Training 
Teacher). 142, 47thSt, 
1st Flr, Bota-htaung. Ph: 
09-730-17729,

Public Notice
TOUR & CAR Service 
Speaks English Driver 
Ph:09-510-7461,09-
730-46093.

HousingforRent
HLAING, Near Thiri 
Myaing Bus Stop, Baho 
Road, 12½x50 Sqft. 
Ground Floor, Very good 
for live, Near from ISM 
International School and 
New Thiri Mingalar Market. 
1 month only 2 lakhs. Ph: 
09-730-49543.

BAHAN, Nat Mauk 
Yeikthar St, (50’x100’) 
2RC, 3 Master Beds, 
1 Bed room, 5AC, Ph, 
USD-3200 per month, 
Ph: 09-4201-14749.

YANKIN, A Wai Yar St, 
(30’x70’) 2RC, 2 Master 
Beds, 2 Bed rooms, Ph, 
AC, Kyat 10 Lakhs, Ph: 
09-4201-14749.

BAHAN : An apartment in 
Pearl Condominium, 12th 
flr, 1700 sq ft. designed 
& furnished in European 
style. Most modern interior 
decoration. Fully furnished 
& air conditioned. Best for 
foreigners. Rent expected 
USD 1900 per month. 
Call owner (English 
speaking 09-5082244 ) 
or ( Myanmar speaking. 
09-73567890)

BAHAN: (1) Golden 
Valley, (70’x120’) 2RC, 
4 Master Bed Rooms, 1 
Bed Rooms, AC, Ph, 40 
Lakhs, 09-492-14276. 
(2) Dagon Tsp, Nawaday 
Lane, near the Bogyoke 
market, 2nd Flr (25’x100’), 
Fully furniture, USD 
2000, 09-492-14276.

CONDO : IT's a most 
suitable ready made 
condo for office opening 
facilities Chairman room 
:1, MD room, Director 
room, Meeting room, 
Reception Counter : 
2,  Staff cabinet :18 No, 
CCTV Camera, Internet 
ph line : 4 , Full AC, Full 
AC, Full furniture, Full 
curtains service, 2200 
sqft, US$ 2500 per month. 
Ph: 09-515-5241.

BAHAN : (1) New 
University Avenue Lane, 
Condo, 7Flr, 1500sqft 
, Fully furnished & 
furniture, 3 A/C, 1 MBR, 
2 SBR, 1Ph, 8 Lakhs (2) 
Golden Valley, 2 Story 
Building, Fully furnished 
& furniture, 2MB, 2SB, 
Ph,A/C,Good neighbor 
hood, 30 Lakhs, (Suitable 
to Rent for Foreigner), 
Ph: 09-43200669

(1)KAMAYUT, Inya 
Rd, 1 acre land, 2RC 
colony style, big lawn, 
4 master rooms, (2) 
Near Pyay Rd, 0.25 

acre land, 2 storey new 
house, phone line, nice 
lawn, 5 master bed 
rooms, (3) Bahan , 
golden valley, 60’x120', 
2 storey, 3 master bed 
rooms, phone line, fully 
furnished, US$ 3200 
per month, Ph: 09-
448015380.

APARTMENT : (1)  
Sanchaung, Minn St, 
12’x50’ (renew, fully 
furnished & 2AC). 1 Bed 
room, 1 Kitchen. 500$ 
(USD) per month. Ph: 
09-431-03226 (2) Latha,  
22th St, 12’6”x 50’ (renew, 
fully furnished, 2AC). 1 
Bed room, 1 Kitchen. 
600$ (USD) per month. 
Ph: 09-731-92603.

Housing for Sale
THINGANGYUN, Brand 
New Apartment at 
Bawga Rd, 12.5' x 50' 
100 lakhs to 250 lakhs 
. Ph: 09 500 2133

FANTASTIC opportunity 
to purchase this 5 
bedroom, 3.5 bath-room, 
well-priced home in 
east lake forest. Stately 
brick home, just one 
block from lake side. 9 
foot ceilings on ground 
floor with hard wood 
floors in formal rooms. 
Grand living rooms with 
volume ceilings and 
fireplace. Family room 
ideally situated off of 
kitchen. Library with 
pine paneling. Highly 
sought after home. Click 
here to view additional 
information www. 
realtorhomedepot.com/
secure/

THINGANKYUN ,120, 
Pyi Taw Aye St, Lay 
Daung Kan Word,   
Ph: 09-730-95600 
(Kyaw Sein Lwin) Third 
Flr (130 Lakhs) (Back of 
Main St)

9 MILES, 5minutes 
walk from Main Road 
(Pyay Road), Bonyarna 
Lane  (50"x 70") garden 
with including house,  
Can travel all seasons 
(Especially Rainy 
Season), (3500 Lakhs) 
no agent please. Ph: 
09-73028726 , 09-421-
029911.

MONYWAR , 1 Lot 
no.11/10,block no.90/92, 
15 st, Thanlar, 2 between 
2 & 4 st, Kywar nyo st, 
Pyi tharyar Qt, Meikhtilar 
. Ph 09 - 492-31696, 
Email: goodwill303164 
@ gmail.com



Employment
UN Position

THE UNITED NATIONS 
Office on Drugs & Crime 
(UNODS) is seeking   
Field Officer (SC-7) 
XSPK2 6 Project - 1 
Post in Loilen, Southern 
Shan State. A relevant 
academic or a profes-
sional university degree 
in social sciences and/
or developmentstudies. 
5 years experience in 
Agriculture, Livestock, 
Community Develop-
ment, health etc. Good 
social communication 
skills, experience of 
working with local 
authorities & ethnic 
groups. Experience 
working in remote areas. 
Fluency in spoken & 
written English. Know-
ledge of a local language 
of the region would be 
an asset. Candidates 
should clearly indicate the 
Post title in application & 
must include a cover 
letter, current CV, copies 
of relevant academic 
qualification certifi-cates 
& a recent passport sized 
photo-graph to UNODC, 
11A, Maylikha Rd,  Mayan-
gone, Yangon,  (or) C/O 
UNDP, POBox (650), 
Yangon, Myanmar.

INGO Position
WANTED urgently 
for foreign company. 
(1)  Documentation 
Incharges/Assistant .( 2) 
Office helper. Essential 
- Good knowledge of 
computer, spoken English, 
1- 2 years experience. 
Good salary.Call Ph no 
-09- 731-64230 for walk 
in an interview with copy 
of CV on 12.09.2012 or 
13.09.2012 11: 30 am.

MEDECINS du Monde 
(MDM) is seeking 
Medical Doctor 3 posts 
in Hopin, Moegaung, 
Myitkyina (Kachin State). 
MBBS (with valid medical 
registrat-ion: Sama). 1 
year experience as a 
medical doctor in the 
field of HIV. Fluent oral 
& written English. Good 
computer skills especially 
Microsoft Office package. 
Good clinical skill. Pls 
submit CV & a cover 
letter to MDM Country 
Coor-dination Office, 
Yangon: 47, Po Sein St, 
Bahan, Ph: 542830, 09-
731-71002. Email: hr. 
mdmmyanmar@gmail. 
com, Closing date: 21 
September, 2012.

MALTESER Int'l is seeking  
Medical Officer in 
Tachileik, Shan State : 
Qualified medical doctor 
with previous work 
experien-ce (2 years) in 
public health, preferably 
with clinical / management  
experience in  HIV / 
AIDS & STIs program-
mes; Ability to ensure 
supportive supervision, 
data collection & report-
ing; Good communicat-
ion skills and ability to 
facilitate training; Pls 
submit application incl. 
CV, photo, copy of 
educational certificates 
& references to : 14-15 
(6F), Pyi Taw Aye Yeik 
Thar St, Yankin, Email: 
hr.co.malteser@gmail.
com Closing date: 17th 
September 2012 

SOLIDARITES Int'l 
is seeking Deputy 
Programme Manager 
in Bhamo, Kachin State: 
Technical qualification or 
degree holder , 3 years 
pro-fessional experience 
similar position in INGO. 
Excellent level of written 
& spoken English & 
Myanmar. IT skills: 
proficiency in MS Office. 
Pls submit  application 
(CV, cover letter, 
references) by email to 
: Bmo.prg. manager@
solidarites-myanmar.
org, hr. solidarites.mm@
gmail. com, Important: 
the position you want 
to apply for has to be 
specified in the subject 
of your e-mail, other-
wise the applicat-ion 
will not be considered as 
valid. Closing date: 30th 
September 2012

MEDECINS du Monde 
(MDM) is seeking(1) 
Methadone Doctor (In 
Charge of Methadone 
MaintenanceTherapy), 
1 Post in Moegaung, 
Kachin State. Require-
ments: MBBS (with valid 
medical registration: 
Sama). 1 year experien-
ce as a medical doctor in 
the field of HIV. Fluent oral 
& written English. Good 
computer skills (Microsoft 
office pack-age). (2) Clinic 
Team Leader (CTL) in 
Moegaung, Kachin State: 
MBBS (with valid medical 
registration: SAMA). 2 
years experience as a 
medical doctor in HIV field. 
Fluent in English. Good 
computer skills. (Microsoft 
Officer package). Good 
clinical skill. Pls submit 
CV & a cover letter to 
: 47- B, Po Sein St, 
Bahan, Ph: 542830, 
09-731-1002. Email:hr.
mdmmyanmar@ gmail.
com, Closing date: 23rd 
Sept, 2012.

MYANMAR Red Cross 
Society is seeking 
Community Based 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
Training Officer 2 Posts: 
University degree holder 
, 3 years experience 
in technical activities 
such as community 
based activities, DRR, 
community prepared-
ness, etc. Computer 
literate in MS Office 
pack. Strong reporting 
skills (activities report 
in Myanmar & English 
language). Intermedi-
ate English language. 
Translation skills 
(Myanmar & English). 
Knowledge of Red Cross 
Movement. Pls submit 
a letter of application, 
relevant documents & CV, 
Copy of recommendation 
letter from Police station, 
Copy of labor registration 
card/Health Certificate & 
1 passport photo (Cover 
Letter CV documents 
only need to be sent via 
e-mail) to U Khin Maung 
Hla, Executive Director, 
Myanmar Red Cross 
Society, Nay Pyi Taw 
mrcshrrecruitment@ 
gmail.com before 28th 
September 2012.

AMDA is seeking a 
dedicated person to work 
as a (1) Civil Engineer 
for ‘Community Based 
Healthy Village Project’ 
at Myit Chay Field Office, 
Pakokku , Magwe Division: 
University degree in 
Civil Engineering or 
AGTI (Civil). 3 years 
experience in construct-
ion work & project related 
environment. NGO/INGO 
experience would be an 
asset. Good knowledge 
of Watsan technical & 
construction activities. 
Good command of 
English & Myanmar. 
Good computer skill. Pls 
enclose C.V., copies of 
testimonials(references) 
& photograph (passport 
size), & send it to Senior 
Office, Admin/ Finance 
Unit, AMDA Myanmar 
Country Office 19-B, 
Thukhawaddy Rd,  
Yankin. Ph: 578353. 
Email: amda@ mpt mail.
net.mm  . Closing date:  
21st September 2012

AMDA is seeking a 
dedicated person to work 
as a (2) “Microenterprise 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
Specialist (BDS)” for 
‘Livelihood Improve-
ment Program’ at 
Meiktila Field Office, 
Meiktila, Mandalay 
Division: Extensive 
experience & know-
ledge in Microenter-
prise development 
(especially in BDS). 
University degree (Pre-
ferably postgraduate 
qualification in Busi-
ness Administration, 
Rural Development, 
Economics). Excellent 
in English & Myanmar 
communication.Skillful 
in trainings. Strong 
computer skill. Pls 
enclose a C.V., copies 
of testimonials (referen-
ces) & photograph 
(passport size)  to 
Khin Nyo Yee, Senior 

Officer, Admin/Finance 
Unit, AMDA Myanmar 
Country Office: 19-B, 
Thukhawaddy Rd, 
Yankin  Ph: 578353. 
E-mail: amda @ mptmail. 
net. mm,  Closing date: 
21st September 2012 

MEDECIN du Monde 
(MDM) is seeking 
Behavior Change 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Officer, 1 post in Yangon: 
Graduate. Fluent 
English (oral & written). 
Knowledge in Basic 
photoshop software 
and its tools. Knowledge 
in basic principles of 
Budget management. 
Pls submit CV & a cover 
letter to MDM Yangon 
Office: 2, Aung Dhama 
Yeik Thar St, Hlaing. 
Ph: 664352, 660948. 
Email:hr.mdmmyanmar 
@gmail.com

BURNET INSTITUTE 
Myanmar is seeking  (1) 
Technical Specialist 
(Harm Reduction 
Technical Area) 1 post (2) 
Technical Specia-list 
(Maternal & Child Health 
Technical Area) 1 post : 
Detailed information can 
be assessed at Burnet 
Institute Myanmar office. 
Pls submit an application 
letter, curriculum vitae 
with recent passport 
photo & copies of relevant 
documents to: HR 
Officer Burnet Institute 
Myanmar : 226, 2nd Flr, 
Wizaya Plaza, U Wisara 
Rd, Bahan (OR) Email: 
b u r n e t . m y a n m a r @ 
gmail.com  Note: 
Submitting application 
with hard copies are 
preferable. Closing date: 
September 20, 2012 . All 
positions will be based in 
Yangon.

Local Position
WE ARE one of the 
confectionery business 
in Korea. We are now 
recruiting the position for 
Marketing & Operating 
Manager. It is open for 
those who are active 
and able to work in 
dynamic work-place 
with creativity & sense of 
responsibility : University 
graduated. Must be able 
to speak, read & write 
English fluently. Good 
computer skill. 3~4 years 
experience preferred. 
Write your CV by English 
with photo & pls send via 
email to ms.susan4@
gmail. com Closing date: 
20 Sep 2012.

MANAGER, Liaison 
& Documentation, 
required for Industrial 
House. Presentable 
& Commu-nicable 
M/F. Knowledge of 
Myanmar Banking 
(MICB), & Government 
Departments in Yangon 
and Nay Pyi Taw. Will 
develop and lead team 
of capable Assistants. 
Knowledge of English. 
CV with 2 references. Pls 
call for Appointment 01 
401093, 09- 49323284.

AN INT'L Media Co. 
is seeking for ;(1) 
Advertising Sales & 
Marketing Executives 
(2) English language 
Business News Editor 
& Writers. Require-
ments: Bachelor 
Degree or Higher, Good 
command of English, 
Experience Preferred, 
Send CV with recent 
Photo to  :  Tharaphu 
Decor Co., Ltd: 22 ( A 
), Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan. Email : 
m a r c h e t t i y a n g o n @
gmail. com Ph:  951- 
8603288, (951) 552886 
Ext :105/ 106

WE ARE currently seeking 
(1)Secretary - M/F 1 
Post: Bachelor Degree 
Holder, Fluent in English, 
2 years experiences (2)
Admin / HR Officer - 
M/F 1 Post: 
Bachelor Degree 
holder, Good command 
in English, Multitask-
ing, good communicat-
ion, administrative & 
organizational skills are 
essential,  (3)Driver - 
M    2 Posts : Driving 
license (Black or Red), 

2 years experiences. 
Pls submit CV with 2 
recent photos, copies of 
relevant qualifications, 
labor registration, & 
copy of NRC to Myanmar 
Agri -Tech Ltd. Rm-504, 
5th Flr FMI Centre, 380, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Pabedan  HO Office 
Ph:240360 ext-1524: 
09-5009527, 

STAFF REQUIRED, 
needs to be 
technologically savvy 
& has banking / fsi 
experience, salary 
2500USD to 3000USD, 
to be stationed in 
Yangon. At least 3 
years experience, must 
include 2 references with 
contact details (one must 
be previous employer). 
Pls send resume to 
moelwin999 @gmail. 
com.

SMART Group of 
Companies is seeking 
(1) Environment 
Engineer (Based - 
Kanbauk, Dawei) M 1 
Post (2) Electrician 
(Based  - Kanbauk, 
Dawei) M 4 Posts 
(3) Instrumentation 
Engi-neer (Based - 
Kanbauk, Dawei) M 
1 Post (4) Logistics 
Coordinator (Based 
- Kanbauk, Dawei) M 
15 Posts (5) Porject 
Coordinator (Based - 
Kanbauk, Dawei) M 2 
Posts. Pls send CV, 2 
passport photos, copy 
of NRC card, academic 
transcripts (copy) & 
testimonial documents to 
City Bank Building 4th Flr, 
Banyardala Rd, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt  Ph: 09-
8616730 , 09- 8616731. 
during 2 weeks.

GSI CO., LTD 
is seeking  : Secretary  
-  F :  Age 23 ~ 35,  
University Graduate 
Working hours : 8:30 am 
~ 5:00pm. Language  : 
Korean or Japanese 
Salary  : Negotiation. 
Pls submit CV with other 
documents to No.2, 
Aung Thu Kha St, 9 Mile, 
Mayangone, Yangon. Ph 
: 661887. 0973186094

(1)WEB DESIGNER - 3 
Posts :Design expert, 
3 years of experience, 
Creative portfolio is 
essential  (2)Web 
Developer - 2 Posts : 
Demonstrated ability to 
code & program on PHP  
Programminglanguages 
both autonomously and 
effectively within a team 
enviroment, Knowledge 
in CMS (Joomla)(3)
Networking   - 2 Posts 
(4)Journal Layout 
Designer - 1 Posts : 
Photoshop in Design, 
Experience in related 
fields. Pls submit CV 
with other documents 
to Media Lane, The 
Creative Agency. Ph: 01-
430 897,  01 553 918

MYANMAR AUTO 
Corporation is looking 
for (1). Manager 
(Agricultural B.H.D) 
Oil-palm plantation 
experience at least 5 
years (2).Assistant 
Manager (Agricultural 
B.H.D) experience 
with oil-palm plantation 
Ph: 662602 09-49317989 
myanauto@ gmail.
com Both positions 
need to able to live at 
countryside.

PEACE Myanmar Electric 
Co., Ltd. is seeking (1) 
Branch Manager - M 2 
Posts: M.B.A (or) D.M.A 
(or) Any Graduate with 
Management Diploma.  
5 years experiences in 
Management & know-
ledge for TQM & ISO. 
Be able to speak & 
write English. Advance 
computer literate. Age 
above 40. (2) Sales 
Engineer - M 5 Posts: 
B.E/B.Tech (or) AGTI 
(Electrical/ Electronic). 
2 years experience in 
Factory Automation 
& Industrial Product. 
Computer literate & 
able to speak & write 
English. Age under 35. 
(3) Sales Engineer  - M 5 
Posts: B.E/B.Tech/AGTI 
(Electrical/ Electronic). 
Age 25~40  Strong 

working experience in 
Solar System Products. 
Computer literate & 
able to speak and write 
in English. (4) Manager 
(Project/ Data Analysis) - 
M 2 Posts : Graduate with 
M.B.A (or) Management 
Diploma. Age 30 ~ 45. 
Excellent in English. 
Computer literate, ability 
to speak & write English. 
(5) Store Keeper - M 6 
Posts : Any Graduate.  
2 years experience & 
knowledge in store. 
Computer literate and 
ability to use Microsoft 
Office.  Age under 30 
(6) Receptionist - F 5 
Posts: Any Graduate.  
Able to speak English. 
Age under 25. (7) 
Computer Operator 
- M/F 5 Posts: Any 
Graduate. Must be able 
to use Microsoft Office 
& Adobe Page Maker, 
Photoshop, Ability to 
use English & Myanmar 
font. 2 years experience  
Age under 35 (8) Sales 
& Marketing Staff & 
Executive - M/F 10 
Posts:  Any Graduate 
(or) B.E (or) B.Tech 
(or) AGTI (Electronics/ 
Mechatronics/Mecha-
nical). Marketing Diploma 
(or) Certifi-cate. 2 years 
experience. Be able to 
speak & write English. 
Computer literate. Age 
under 35. (9) AutoCAD 
- M/F 3 Posts: B.E 
(Mechanical) (or) AGTI 
(Mechanical). Able to 
2D, 3D Design. 2 years 
experience. Age under 
30. (10) Web Developer 
(or) Software Engineer 
- M 3 Posts : 2-3 years 
experience. SQL familiar. 
Understanding VB6. 
Under 30 years old. (11) 
Hardware Engineer 
- M 1 Post: 2-3 years 
experience. Age under 
30. Pls submit  CV with 
relevant documents to 
: 37/139, Botahtaung 
Pagoda Rd, Botahtaung. 
Ph: 202117 (5 Lines).

YOUNG INTERN 
photographer required 
for a 12 months contract 
ASAP: University 
students can apply. 
Must have good sense 
of photography. Start-
ing pay: USD 200~300. 
Camera will be provided.” 
Pls submit applications 
to HR Solutions @ 
zenithpowermyanmar.
com. 

A Q U A M A R I N E 
SHIPPING: We are one 
of the leading Shipping/ 
Forwarding Companies 
in Myanmar & currently 
looking for Marketing 
Manager for necessary 
expansions of our 
worldwide services. 
Age 25 ~ 35, M or F. 
University graduate. 
Very good command 
of English.  3 years 
experience in the field 
of shipping (experien-
ces as a marketing 
manager will be an 
advantage). Must have 
leadership, excellent & 
strong communications 
& Interpersonal skills, as 
well as basic knowledge 
of Microsoft office 2007 
applications (Excel, 
Word, Outlook Express). 
Good team worker. Pls 
submit the application, 
resume & recommen-
dation letters to # 503, 
Excel Treasure Tower,  
520, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd. Shwe Gone Dine, 
Bahan. Ph: 552674, 
552676. Closing date: 
21st Sept 2012

ENCHANTING Myanmar 
Travel & Tours is seeking 
Operation Staff 1 
Post: 
English (4 Skills), MS. 
Word, Excel, Email 
& Internet, 2 years 
experience in Tour 
Operation. Pls submit 
CV with other docu-
ments to Rm 001, 
Shopping Arcade, Inya 
Lake Hotel:37, Kaba Aye 
Pagoda Rd  Yangon  Ph: 
09-421-140414, 09-731-
39194

SMART GROUP of 
Companies is seeking (1) 
Secretary to President  
(Attractive Salary) - F 1 

Post : Bachelor Degree 
or Master Degree Holder 
, Fluent in English, 2 
years experience (2) F & 
B Manager - M (1) Post : 
Age under 35, Bachelor 
Degree or Diploma in 
Hospitality Management 
, Good in English, 2 years 
experience. (3) Admini-
strator - M 1 Post : Age 
under 30, Bachelor 
Degree in Administra-
tion or Management, 
Good in English, 2 
years experience (4) 
Translator (Attractive 
Salary) - M 4 Posts : 
Based Kanbauk, Dawei 
Town, Tanintharyi State, 
Translation in Chinese 
& Myanmar, Certificate 
in Chinese, 2 year  
experience. (5) Asst: 
Internal Auditor - F 1 
Post : B.Com or Diploma 
in Accounting,  
Good in English (6) Asst: 
Accountant - F 1 Post : 
Any Graduate, Diploma 
in Accounting or LCCI 
Level 3, (7) Office Staff 
(Attractive Salary)  - M 
1 Post ; Based Kanbauk, 
Dawei  Tanintharyi state, 
Able to speak Chinese, 
Fluent in English , 
Computer literate (8)
Driver M (2) Posts : 
driving license (black 
or red), 1 or 2 years 
experience.  Pls send 
CV, 2 passport photos, 
other documents to City 
Bank Building 4th Flr, 
Banyardala Rd, Mingalar 
Taung Nyunt. Ph : 09-
861-6730, 09-861-6731 
within 2 weeks.

ORYX Int'l General Svc’s 
Co., Ltd. is seeking  (1) 
Computer Operator - 
F  
2 Post : Good in English, 
5 years experience in 
Internet, Email, Office 
word, excel, page-maker 
& photoshop (2) 
Admin Officer - F 1 
Post: Good in English, 
leadership skills, age 
over 35, computer skills 
& knowledge of routine 
administration, strong 
personality. Able to work 
under stress situation 
(3) 
Office Staff - F 2 Post: 
Good in English, age 
over 30, computer 
knowledge, above 
5 years experience. 
Salary will depend on 
experience & qualifi-
cation. Submit details 
resume to Rm. 806, 
Yuzana Tower, Shwe 
Gone Daing Junction . 
Bahan Tel: 558398, 09-
430-66708 

AEKAR Company 
Limited is looking for  
water purifying equip-
ments distribution 
busi-ness. (1). Sale 
Repre-sentative - M/F 
5 Posts :(B.Sc, Science 
Gradu-ate, A.G.T.I/
G.T.C (Mechanical, 
Food & Chemical) is 
prefer-able), Good 
command in English. 
(2). Administrator - F 
(1) Post : Any Graduate 
(3). 
Accountant - F 1 Post  
: 
B.Com or ACCA 
Acceptable (CPA is 
preferable), 3 years 
experience in account-
ing field (4). Engineer/
Technician - M 2 
Posts : B.E / A.G.T.I 
/ G.T.C (Mechanical, 
Food & Chemical) (5). 
Driver - M 1 Post. Pls 
send C.V with 2 recent 
photos, photocopies of 
labor registration card, 
Recommendation from 
police force, education 
certificate & other  
documents to  Block 
(A), Rm (G-12), Cor of 
Sayar San St & Kabar 
Aye Pagoda Rd, Pearl 
Condo, Bahan Ph:  09-
49312539, 09-4211 
49877  

THET PAING SOE 
Co., Ltd. seek (1) 
Graphic Designer - 
M/F 1 post: Possess 
a Diploma/ Degree 
in Graphic Design. 
2 years  experience 
in graphic designing. 
Expert Proficiency in 
design software such as 
Illustrator & Photoshop. 

Excellent organiza-
tional, presentation & 
communication skills. 
Pls submit a current 
resume or curriculum 
vitae with recent photo, 
labor registration card, 
NRC card copy & 
expected salary , should 
be attached together  to  
Ms Word or PDF Format 
via: ict@ thetpaingsoe. 
com.mm For faster 
processing, pls indicate 
the below information 
in your resume: Current 
& Expected salary. 
Reason(s) for leaving. 
Availability to com-
mence work. Recent 
photo to 45, Pyay Rd, 
71/2 Miles, Mayan-gone. 
Ph: 660-923, 662749. 
within 3 weeks.

WE ARE premium Interior 
Design company with 
offices in Singapore 
& Myanmar Interior 
Designer / Draft 
man (Kitchen & 
Wardrobe Specialist) 
Responsibilities:  We 
are looking for an 
experienced interior 
designers who can design 
dazzling commercial 
& residen-tial designs. 
The designer must be 
able to produce AUTO 
CAD, 3D Max renders 
with ease, as well as, 
accurate construction /
on drawings.  Require-
ments : Diploma/Degree 
in interior Design or 
Architecture. 
2 years of ID experience 
but fresh graduates are 
welcome. Good CAD, 3D 
rendering & Photo-shop 
skills. Experienced in 
production drawings 
is a must. Able to 
work independently. 
Basic English. Projects 
manage the timely 
delivery of jobs. 
Others: 
Good Salary. Work with 
International Design 
Team. Great experien-
ce. This is a great 
opportunity. Good team 
and good career growth 
awaits the successful 
candidate. Pls apply via 
email to info@agop. asia 
with an updated resume 
(with a recent passport 
size photo) and pictures 
with descript-ion of 
completed projects. Pls 
indicate your last drawn 
salary & your availability 
to commence work.

WEBSITE Trainer 
(HTML, CSS, JS, DW, 
XML) – M/F 2 posts, 
Network & A+ Trainer – 
M/F 1 post. Pls submit 
to BLDG 5, Rm 4, MICT 
Park. Email: m3wi.ats @
gmail.com,Ph:652288.

ENGLISH Language 
teachers - 3 posts 
wanted: For English 
language learning centre, 
Min 2 years English 
language teaching 
experience, Must have 
bachelor degree,Must 
be 30 years old & over 
More details contact: 
tun.john@gmail.com or 
09 524 1687.

CREATION (Myanmar) 
Co., Ltd is seeking (1) 
Marketing Manager - 
2 Posts. (2) Marketing 
Executive - 2 Posts. 
(3) Merchandising 
Execut ive - 2 Posts. 
(4) Frontline Manager 
2 Posts. (5)Asst: Front-
line Manager - 2 Posts. 
(6).Asst: Frontline 
Manager - 1 Post. (7) 
Warehouse Executive 
- 1 Post. All Candidates 
above the lists must have 

good communication & 
Analytical skill. Initiative 
skill. Willing-ness to 
travel & work in difficult 
setting. Able to work 
as gracefully under 
pressure. Be Proficient 
in both English & 
Myanmar. Computer 
literate. Pls send CV 
with copies of academic 
certificates, Original & 
update police clearance 
form, a copy of family 
registration form (10), 1 
passport photo & a copy 
of NRC to HR Manager, 
Business Development 
Team:15~18, Thamain 
Bayan Rd, Myitar Yeik 
Mon Housing, Tarmwe., 
Hp: 09-202-7605, 
email: bdthr manager@ 
goldenland. com.mm

SHWE SA BWE Hotel 
& Restaurant Training 
Center is looking for (1) 
Restaurant Manager- 
Any Bachelor degree. 
5 years experience in 
Int'l Hotel & Restaurant. 
Able to train & guide 
the students. Fluent 
in English (2) Second 
Cook - Any Bachelor 
degree. 3 years 
experience in Int'l Hotel & 
Restaurant. Able to train 
& guide the students. 
Fluent in English. Pls 
submit  application 
including CV & related 
docu-ments to 20, Malika 
St., Mayangone. Tel: 
661983, 09-516-3598.

ACADEMIC Institute 
“Management Institute 
of Myanmar - MIM” 
(1) Receptionist (2) 
Lecturers for Accounts 
(LCCI I, II, III, MYOB, 
Other Accounting 
related Software). (3) 
Lecturers for Computer 
Studies. Lecturers for 
English, Chinese & other 
languages. Pls submit 
CV with cover letter plus 
3 passport size photos. 
2 years experiences. 
R e c o m - m e n d a t i o n 
letter if possible. 
Supporting Certificates 
& docu-ments (academic 
results & marks). 
National Identity Card 
plus National Family 
Members Registration 
to: Block 5, 2nd Flr, Cor 
of Daw Thein Tin Rd 
& Thein Phyu Rd. Ph: 
394214, 399096.

EXOTISSIMO Travel 
Myanmar is currently 
looking for French Tour 
Operator to correspnd 
with overseas tour 
operator, travel agents, 
individual clients. 
Prepare & submit tailor 
make itineraries & 
take care of all travel 
arrangements as 
necessary.  2 years work 
experience in tourism 
related field. Should 
have strong sales and 
customer service focus. 
Must possess computer 
proficiency and good 
communication in 
English & French. Pls 
send a detailed C.V with 
recent photo, expected 
salary & other relevant 
documents to: HR 
Manager, 12th Flr, MMB 
Tower, No 166, Upper 
Pansodan St. Email: 
memecho@exotissimo. 
com

Job Wanted
PART TIME Car Driver At 
Saturday & Sunday, Do 
your family              have 
to get emergency part 
time car driver, I can drive 
various kind of cars. Pls 
call: 09-421-057645



The Essentials

Emergency Numbers
    Ambulance tel: 295133.
    Fire tel: 191, 252011, 252022.
    Police emergency tel: 199.
    Police headquarters tel: 282541, 284764.
    Red Cross  tel:682600, 682368
Traffic Control Branch tel:298651
Department of Post & Telecommunication tel: 591384, 
591387.
Immigration tel: 286434.
Ministry of Education tel:545500m 562390
Ministry of Sports tel: 370604, 370605
Ministry of Communications tel: 067-407037.
Myanma Post & Telecommunication (MPT) tel: 067-
407007.
Myanma Post & Tele-communication (Accountant Dept) 
tel: 254563, 370768.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs tel: 067-412009, 067-412344.
Ministry of Health  tel: 067-411358-9.
Yangon City Development Committee tel: 248112.

HOSPITALS
Central Women’s Hospital tel: 221013, 222811.
Children Hospital  tel: 221421, 222807
Ear, Nose & Throat Hospital tel: 543888.
Naypyitaw Hospital (emergency)  tel: 420096.
Worker’s Hospital  tel: 554444, 554455, 554811.

Yangon Children Hospital tel: 222807, 222808, 222809.
Yangon General Hospital (East) tel: 292835, 292836, 292837.
Yangon General Hospital (New) tel: 384493, 384494, 
384495, 379109.
Yangon General Hospital (West) tel: 222860, 222861, 
220416.
Yangon General Hospital (YGH) tel: 256112, 256123, 
281443, 256131.

ELECTRICITY
Power Station tel:414235

POST OFFICE
General Post Office 
39, Bo Aung Kyaw St. (near British Council Library). tel: 
285499.

          INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Yangon International Airport  tel: 662811.

     YANGON PORT
Shipping (Coastal vessels) tel: 382722

        RAILWAYS
Railways information 
tel: 274027, 202175-8. 

UNITED NATIONS
ILO Liaison Officer Rm 
(M1212~1220), 12 Fl-A, 
Traders Hotel. 223, tel: 242 
393, 242811. fax: 242594.
IOM 12th Flr, Traders Hotel, 
223, tel: 252560 ext. 5002
UNAIDS Rm: (1223~1231), 12 
Fl, Traders Hotel. tel: 252361, 
252362, 252498. fax: 252364.
UNDCP 11-A, Malikha St, 
Mayangone tsp. tel: 666903, 
664539. fax: 651334.
UNDP 6, Natmauk Rd, Bahan 
tel: 542910-19. fax: 292739.
UNFPA 6, Natmauk Rd, 
Bahan tsp. tel: 546029.
UNHCR 287, Pyay Rd, 
Sanchaung tsp. tel: 524022, 
524024. fax 524031.
UNIAP Rm: 1202, 12 Fl, 
Traders Hotel.tel: 254852, 
254853.
UNIC 6, Natmauk St., BHN 
tel: 52910~19
UNICEF 14~15 Flr, Traders 
Hotel. P.O. Box 1435, KTDA. 
tel: 375527~32, fax: 375552 
email: unicef.yangon@unicef. 
org, www.unicef.org/myanmar.
UNODC 11-A, Malikha Rd., 
Ward 7, MYGN. tel: 666903, 
660556, 660538, 660398, 
664539, fax: 651334. email: 
fo.myanmar@unodc.org www.
unodc.org./myanmar/
UNOPS Inya Lake Hotel, 3rd 

floor, 37, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Mayangone Tsp. tel: 951-
657281~7. Fax: 657279.
UNRC 6, Natmauk Rd, P.O. 
Box 650, TMWE tel: 542911~19, 
292637 (Resident Coordinator), 
fax: 292739, 544531.
WFP 3rd-flr, Inya Lake Hotel, 
37, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd. tel: 
657011~6 (6-lines)  
Ext: 2000.
WHO 12A Fl, Traders Hotel. 
tel:250583.
ASEAN Coordinating Of. for 
the ASEAN Humanitarian 
Task Force, 79, Taw Win st, 
Dagon Township. Ph: 225258.
FAO Myanma Agriculture 
Service Insein Rd, Insein. 
tel: 641672, 641673.  
fax: 641561. 

EMBASSIES
Australia 88, Strand 
Road, Yangon. tel : 
251810, 251797, 251798, 
251809, 246462, 246463, 
fax: 246159
Bangladesh  11-B, Than 
Lwin Road, Yangon. 
tel: 515275, 526144, 
fax: 515273, email: 
bdootygn@mptmail.net.
mm
Brazil  56, Pyay Road,  
6th mile, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 507225, 
507251, 507482.  
fax: 507483. email: 
Administ.yangon@
itamaraty.gov.br.
Brunei  317/319, U 
Wizara Road, Sanchaung 
Tsp, Yangon. tel: 526985, 
524285, fax: 512854 
email: bruneiemb@ 
bruneiemb.com.mm
Cambodia 25 (3B/4B), 
New University Avenue 
Road, Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 549609, 540964, 
fax: 541462, email: 
RECYANGON @mptmail.
net.mm
China 1, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 221280, 221281, 
224025, 224097, 221926, 
fax: 227019, 228319
Egypt 81, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 222886, 222887,  
fax: 222865, email: egye 
mbyangon@mptmail. 
net.mm
France 102, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 212178, 212520, 
212523, 212528, 212532, 
fax: 212527, email: 
ambaf rance. rangoun@ 
diplomatie.fr
Germany 9, Bogyoke 
Aung San Museum 
Road, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 548951, 
548952, fax: 548899 
email: info@rangun. 
diplo.de
India  545-547, Merchant 
Street, Yangon. tel: 
391219, 388412, 
243972, fax: 254086, 
250164, 388414, email: 
indiaembassy @mptmail.
net.mm

Indonesia 100, 
Pyidaungsu Yeiktha 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
254465, 254469, 229750, 
fax: 254468, email: kukygn 
@indonesia.com.mm
Israel  15, Khabaung 
Street, Hlaing Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 515115, fax: 
515116, email: info@
yangon.mfa.gov.il
Italy 3, Inya Myaing 
Road, Golden Valley, 
Yangon. tel: 527100, 
527101, fax: 514565, 
email: ambyang.mail@ 
esteri.it
Japan 100, Natmauk 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
549644-8, 540399, 
540400, 540411, 545988, 
fax: 549643
Embassy of the State of 
Kuwait Chatrium Hotel, 
Rm: No.416, 418, 420, 422, 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe 
Tsp, Tel: 544500.
North Korea 77C, 
Shin Saw Pu Road, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 512642, 510205, fax: 
510206
South Korea  97 
University Avenue, 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 527142-4, 515190, 
fax: 513286, email: 
myanmar@mofat.go.kr
Lao A-1, Diplomatic 
Quarters, Tawwin Road, 
Dagon Tsp, Yangon. tel: 
222482, fax: 227446, 
email: Laoembcab@
mptmail. net.mm
Malaysia 82, Pyidaungsu 
Yeiktha Road, Yangon. 
tel: 220248, 220249, 
220251, 220230, 
fax: 221840, email: 
mwkyangon@mptmail.
net.mm
Nepal 16, Natmauk 
Yeiktha, Yangon. tel: 
545880, 557168, fax: 
549803, email: nepemb 
@mptmail.net.mm
Pakistan A-4, diplomatic 
Quarters, Pyay Road, 
Yangon. tel: 222881 
(Chancery Exchange) 
fax: 221147, email: 
pakistan@ myanmar.
com.mm

Philippines 50, Sayasan 
Road, Bahan Tsp, 
Yangon. tel: 558149-151, 
fax: 558154, email: p.e. 
yangon@gmail.com
Russian 38, Sagawa 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
241955, 254161, 
fax: 241953, email: 
rusinmyan@mptmail 
.net.mm
Serbia No. 114-A, Inya 
Road, P.O.Box No. 943-
Yangon. tel: 515282, 
515283, fax: 504274, 
email: serbemb@ 
yangon.net.mm
Singapore 238, 
Dhamazedi Road, Bahan 
Tsp, Yangon. tel: 559001, 
fax: 559002, 559922, 
email: singemb_ ygn@_
sgmfa. gov.sg
Sri Lanka 34 Taw Win 
Road, Yangon. tel: 
222812, fax: 221509, 
email: slembassy.
yangon@gmail.com, 
info@slembyangon.org,  
www.slembyangon.org
Thailand 94 Pyay Road, 
Dagon Township, 
Yangon. tel: 226721, 
226728, 226824, fax: 
221713
United Kingdom 80 Kan-
na Road, Yangon. tel: 
370867, 380322, 371852, 
371853, 256438, 370863, 
370864, 370865,  
fax: 370866
United States of 
America 110, University 
Avenue, Kamayut 
Township, Yangon. tel: 
536509, 535756, 538038, 
fax: 650306
Vietnam Building No. 72, 
Thanlwin Road, Bahan 
Township, Yangon. tel: 
511305, fax: 514897,  
email: vnemb myr@
cybertech.net.mm
Royal Embassy of Saudi 
Arabia No.287/289, U 
Wisara Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp. tel : 01-536153, 
516952, fax : 01-516951

General Listing

Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon 
40 Natmauk Rd, Tarmwe.  
tel: 544500. fax: 544400.

Saya Min Thoun Dara 
Astrologer  
No(2), Maha Wizaya 
Pagoda North Stairway, 
Dagon Tsp. tel: 296184

Chigo  
No. 216, 38 Street (Upper), 
Kyauktada Tsp,  
tel : 373472

Strand Bar 92, Strand 
Rd, Yangon, Myanmar. 
tel: 243377.fax: 243393, 
sales@thestrand.com.mm 
www.ghmhotels.com

Lobby Bar
PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar. 33, Alan Pya 
Phaya Road, Dagon Tsp. 
tel: 250388.

The First Air conditioning 
systems designed to keep 
you fresh all day GUNKUL 
Engineer supply Co., Ltd. 
No.437 (A), Pyay Road, 
Kamayut. P., O 11041 
Yangon, Tel: +(95-1) 
502016-18, 
Mandalay- Tel: 02-60933.  
Nay Pyi Taw- Tel: 
067-420778, E-mail  : 
sales.ac@freshaircon.
com. URL: http://www.
freshaircon.com

General  
83-91, G-F, Bo Aung Kyaw 
St, Kyauktada Tsp,  
tel : 706223, 371906

Green Garden
Beer Gallery Mini Zoo, 
Karaweik Oo-Yin Kabar.

ASTROLOGER

BARS

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS

AIR CONDITION

50th Street 
9/13, 50th street-lower, 
Botataung Tsp. Tel-397160.No. 205, Corner of Wadan 

Street & Min Ye Kyaw 
Swa Road, Lanmadaw 
Tsp, Yangon. Myanmar. 
Tel:  (95-1) 212850 ~ 3, 
        229358 ~ 61,  
Fax: (95-1) 212854.
info@myanmarpandahotel 
.com    http://www.
myanmarpandahotel.com

No.7A, Wingabar Road,
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : (951) 546313, 
430245. 09-731-77781~4. 
Fax : (01) 546313.  
www.cloverhotel.asia.  
info@cloverhotel.asia

Confort Inn 
4, Shweli Rd, Bet: Inya Rd 
& U Wisara Rd, Kamaryut, 
tel: 525781, 526872
Golden Aye Yeik Mon 
Hotel 
4, Padauk Lane, 4th Word, 
Aye Yeik Mon Housing, 
Hlaing. tel: 681706.
Hotel Yangon  
No. 91/93, 8th Mile Junction, 
Mayangone. tel : 01-667708, 
667688.
Inya Lake Resort Hotel 37 
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd.  
tel: 662866. fax: 665537.
Orchid Hotel  
91, Anawrahta street, 
Pazundaung Township, 
Yangon, . Tel: 399930, 
399990, 901061~65.  
E-mail: orchidhotel@
myanmar.com.mm.

Panorama Hotel 
294-300, Pansodan Street, 
Kyauktada Tsp.  
tel: 253077. 
PARKROYAL Yangon, 
Myanmar  
33, Alan Pya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon tsp.  
tel: 250388. fax: 252478. 
email: enquiry.prygn@
parkroyalhotels.com 
Website: parkroyalhotels. 
com.
Savoy Hotel  
129, Damazedi Rd, 
Kamayut tsp.  
tel: 526289, 526298, 
Seasons of Yangon Yangon 
Int’l  Airport Compound.  
tel: 666699.
Sweet Hotel  
73, Damazedi Road, San 
Chaung Tsp, Ph: 539152
Sedona Hotel  
Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin. tel: 666900.
Strand Hotel  
92 Strand  Rd. tel: 243377. 
fax: 289880.

Espace Avenir 
No 523, Pyay Rd, 
Kamaryut. tel: 505213-222.

Charted Certified, 
Certified Public 
Accountants. tel: 09-501-
0563. drtinlatt@matglobal.com

ACCOMMODATION
LONG TERM

ACCOMMODATION-
HOTELS (NAy PyI TAw)

ACCOUNTANTS AND 
CONSULTANTS

Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon 
Tsp. tel: 211888, 211966. 
fax: 227995.
Thamada Hotel  
5, Alan Pya Phaya Rd, 
Dagon. tel: 243639, 
243640, 243641. 
Traders Hotel  
223 Sule Pagoda Rd. tel: 
242828. fax: 242838.
Winner Inn  
42, Than Lwin Rd, Bahan 
Tsp. Tel: 503734, 524387. 
email: reservation@winner 
innmyanmar.com
Yangon YMCA  
263, Mahabandoola Rd, 
Botataung Tsp. tel: 294128,
Yuzana Hotel 
130, Shwegondaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, tel : 01-549600, 
543367
Yuzana Garden Hotel 
44, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp, 
tel : 01-248944

INYA1 Resturant & Bar
No.(1), Inya Road, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 01-527506
email: inyaone@gmail.com    
www.inya1.com

Tel: 09-7349-4483,  
09-4200-56994.
E-mail: aahappyhomes@
gmail.com, http://www. 
happyhomesyangon.com

Happy Homes
REAL ESTATE & PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT

Golden Hill Towers  
24-26, Kabar Aye Pagoda 
Rd, Bahan Tsp.  
tel: 558556. ghtower@
mptmail.net.mm.
Marina Residence  
8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 6506 51~4. fax: 650630.
MiCasa Hotel Apartments  
17, Kabar Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Yankin Tsp. 
tel: 650933. fax: 650960.
Sakura Residence  
9, Inya Rd, Kamaryut Tsp.  
tel: 525001. fax: 525002.
The Grand Mee Ya Hta 
Executive Residence 
372, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Pabedan Tsp. 
tel 951-256355 (25 lines).
Yangon City Villa 
(Residence) 
Pyay Rd, 8 Mile Junction, 
MYGN, tel: 513101

Reservation Office (Yangon) 
123, Alanpya Pagoda Rd, 
Dagon Township
Tel      :  951- 255 819~838
Royal Kumudra Hotel, 
(Nay Pyi Taw)
Tel      : 067- 414 177, 
             067- 4141 88
E-Mail: 
maxhotelsreservation@
gmail.com

(Nay Pyi Taw)
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Traders Café  
Traders Hotel, Yangon. 
#223, Sule Pagoda Rd.  
Tel: 242828 ext: 6519

BEAUTY & MASSAGE

ART & CRAFT

Innwa Book Store
No. 246, Rm.201/301, GF, 
Pansodan Street (Upper 
Block), Kyauktada Tsp. 
Tel. 389838, 243216, 
374324, 514387

La Brasserie (International)
PARKROYAL Yangon. 
33, Alan Pya Phaya Road, 
Dagon Tsp. tel : 250388.

MYANMAR BOOK CENTRE
Nandawun Compound, 
No. 55, Baho Road, 
Corner of Baho Road 
and Ahlone Road, (near 
Eugenia Restaurant), 
Ahlone Township. tel: 
212 409, 221 271. 214708 
fax: 524580. email: info@
myanmarbook.com

BOOK STORES

CAFÈS

ADvERTISING

DOMAIN
CHOCOLATE

CONSULTING

MHR Business & 
Management Institute 
905, 9th floor, Modern Iron 
Market(Thanzay Condo) 
Lanmadaw St. Tel: 707822.
NLEC 
82 Anawrahta Rd, Corner 
of 39 St, Kyauktada Tsp. 
Tel: 250225.

DUTY FREE

CONSTRUCTION

COLD STORAGE

EDUCATION CENTRE

Traders Hotel, 5th Floor 
Tel: 242828,Ext: Coreana. 
Sedona Hotel, Mandalay 
Ground Fl. Tel: 02-36488, 
Ext: Coreana

BATTERY

Proven Technology 
Industry Co., Ltd.
No. FS 14, Bayintnaung 
Rd, Shwe Sabai Yeik Mon, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 951-951-701719~20, 
527667, 531030, 531041, 
530694. Fax: 527667, 
531030. http//www.
toyobatterymyanmar.com.

ISO 9001:2008 (QMS)

G-A, Ground Floor, Pearl 
Center, Kabaraye Pagoda 
Road, Yangon. 
Tel: 09 500 6880  
Email: chocolateheaven.
sale@gmail.com

24 hours Medical centre
No. 330, Ground Flr, 
Yangon Int’l Hotel,
Ahlone Road, Dagon Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
24 hour Call Centre :  
 (951) 218 445
Clinic : (959) 4921 8159
Office : (951) 218 446
Fax : (951) 218 389
www.leomedicare.com

Piyavate Hospital (Bangkok) 
Myanmar Represent ative 
(Head office)
Grand Mee Yahta Executive 
Residences. No.372, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
PBDN. Ph: 256355, Ext: 
3206. Hotline: 09-7377-
7799. Email: piyavate@cnt.
com.mm, piyavate.cnt@
gmail.com, Website: www.
piyavate.com

U Min Sein, BSc, RA, 
CPA.,RL Advocate of the 
Supreme Court 83/14 
Pansodan St, Yangon.  
tel: 253 273. 
uminsein@mptmail.net.mm

Media & Advertising

LEGAL SERvICE

LANGUAGE

Intuitive Design, 
Advertising, Interior 
Decoration
Corporate logo/Identity/ 
Branding, Brochure/ 
Profile Booklet/ Catalogue/ 
Billboard, Corporate diary/ 
email newsletter/ annual 
reports, Magazine, journal 
advertisement and 3D 
presentation and detailed 
planning for any interior 
decoration works. Talk to 
us: (951) 430-897, 553-918 
www.medialane.com.au 
58B Myanma Gon Yaung 
Housing, Than Thu Mar 
Road, Tamwe, Yangon.

PHIH-Specialist Clinic  
FMI Centre (4th Floor) 
#380, Bogyoke Aung San 
Road, Pabedan Tsp. tel: 
243 010, 243 012, 243 013

HOME FURNISHING

GAS COOKER & 
COOKER HOODS

HEALTH SERvICES

GENERATORS

GEMS & JEWELLERIES

Yangon : A-3, Aung San 
Stadium (North East Wing), 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel : 245543, 09-730-37772.
Mandalay : Room No.(B,C) 
(National Gas), 35th St, 
Btw 80th & 81st, Chanaye-
tharzan Tsp. Tel : 09-680-
3505, 02 34455, 36748, 71878.

81, Kaba Aye Pagoda 
Road, Bahan Township, 
Yangon. Tel: 548022, 
542979, 553783, 09-732-
16940, 09-730-56079. 
Email: asiapacific.
myanmar@gmail.com.

22, Pyay Rd, 9 mile, 
Mayangone Tsp.  
tel: 660769, 664363.

Acupuncture, Medicine 
Massage, Foot Spa
Add:No,27(A),Ywa Ma 
Kyaung Street, Hlaing 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 01-511122, 526765.

Room - 4021, 3rd Floor, 
Taw Win Centre.
Ph: 8600111 (Ext:4021), 
09-803-2581.

Agent Office, 5th Floor,  
Junction Centre (Maw Tin), 
Lanmadaw Township, 
Yangon. Myanmar.  
Ph: 09-731-56770, 09-511- 
7584, Fax: 01-516313, 
myanmarmeditour@gmail.
com

Lemon Day Spa
No. 96 F, Inya Road, 
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 514848, 09-732-08476.
E.mail: lemondayspa.2011 
@gmail.com

My Way 
Diamond Condo, Bldg(A), 
Rm (G-02), Pyay Rd, 
Kamayut Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: 52717, 09 51 70528

La Source Beauty Spa
80(A), Inya Rd, Kamayut.
tel: 512 380, 511 252.
Sedona Hotel, Kabar Aye
Pagoda Rd. tel: 666 900

MARINE 
COMMUNICATION & 

NAvIGATION

Top Marine Show Room
No-385, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 01-202782, 09-851-5597

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Cold Storage Specialist, 
Solar Hot Water Storage 
Solutions.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828. E-mail: gei.ygn2@
gmail.com, glover2812@ 
gmail.com

24 hours Cancer centre
No. 330, Yangon 
International Hotel, 
Ahlone Road, Dagon Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.  
Tel: (951) 218388, 218292    
Fax: (951) 218389

24 hours Laboratory & 
X-ray
No. 330, Ground Flr, 
Yangon Int’l Hotel,  
Ahlone Road, Dagon Tsp,
Yangon, Myanmar.  
Tel: (951) 218388,  
 (951) 218292     
Fax: (951) 218389

INYA1 Resturant & Bar
No.(1), Inya Road, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 01-527506
email: inyaone@gmail.com    
www.inya1.com

Cafe de Angel 
No.24, Baho Rd, Ahlone 
Tsp. Tel : 703449.

Duty Free Airport Shopping 
Yangon International 
Airport
Arrival/Departure  
Tel: 662676 (Airport)
Office: 17, 2nd street, 
Hlaing Yadanarmon 
Housing, Hlaing 
Township, Yangon. Tel: 
500143, 500144, 500145.

.biz.mm .per.mm 

.com.mm .org.mm
No. (8), Panchan Tower, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: 951-516891~3
sm@mtg.biz.mm, www.mtg.
biz.mm, www.mmnic.biz.mm.

Zamil Steel
No-5, Pyay Road,  
7½ miles,  
Mayangone Tsp, Yangon.  
Tel: (95-1) 652502~04.  
Fax: (95-1) 650306.
Email: zamilsteel@
zamilsteel.com.mm

Natural Gems of Myanmar
No. 30 (A), Pyay Road  
(7 mile), Mayangone Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.
Tel: 01-660397, 654398~9. 
E-mail: spgems.myanmar 
@gmail.com

Saw Peter Foot Reflexology 
Oil Massage, Body 
Massage, Foot Massage.
Any time you want at your 
place. Tel : 09-518-8047.

Winning Way
No. 589-592, Bo Aung 
Kyaw St, Yangon-Pathein 
highway Road. Hlaing 
Tharyar tsp. Tel: 951-
645178-182, 685199, Fax: 
951-645211, 545278. 
e-mail: mkt-mti@ 
winstrategic.com.mm

From Singapore, one-stop 
construction service
No.22, U Chit Mg Housing, 
U Chit Mg Road, Tamwe 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: +951554046
Fax: +951554048
Email: cnqcmyanmar@

gmail.com

English Language 
Learning Centre
No. 8, Panchan Tower,  
Dhamazedi Rd, Myaynigone,  
Sanchaung Tsp., Yangon.  
Tel: 539581, 539582.
nexus@kyaukseinnwe.com
www.nexusmyanmar.com
www.facebook.com/Nexus.
English.Language.Learning.
Centre

The Uranium Dance Studio 
Pearl condo Bldg (C),  
2nd flr, Bahan Tsp. Tel: 09-
731-42624, 09-514-0404. 

Floral Service & Gift
Centre 102(A), Dhamazaydi 
Rd, Yangon.tel: 500142 
Summit Parkview Hotel,  
tel: 211888, 211966 ext. 173 
fax: 535376.email: sandy@
sandymyanmar.com.mm.

Mr. Betchang
No.(272), Pyay Rd, DNH 
Tower, Rm No.(503), 5th 
flr, Sanchaung Tsp, Tel: 
095041216

FITNESS CENTRE

FLORAL SERvICES

ENTERTAINMENT

Floral Service & Gift Shop
No. 449, New University 
Avenue, Bahan Tsp. YGN. 
Tel: 541217, 559011,  
09-860-2292.
Market Place By City Mart
Tel: 523840~43, 
523845~46, Ext: 205.
Junction Nay Pyi Taw
Tel: 067-421617~18 
422012~15, Ext: 235.
Res: 067-414813, 09-492-
09039. Email : eternal@
mptmail.net.mm

Dance Lessons
Mon-Fri 12:00 to 23:00. 
Sat-Sun 10 am to 8 pm
Fun dancing Friday 
nights with Filipino 
musicians
4, U Tun Myat St, 
Tamwe. Tel: 01-541 550

FOAM SPRAY 
INSULATION

Foam Spray Insulation
No-410, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazuntaung Road, 
Pazuntaung Tsp, Yangon.
Telefax : 01-203743, 09-
730-26245, 09-500-7681. 
Hot Line-09-730-30825.

The Yangon GYM 
Summit Parkview Hotel 
350, Ahlone Rd, Dagon Tsp. 
tel: 211888, 211966.
Traders Health Club. 
Level 5, Traders Hotel 
Yangon#223 Sule Pagoda 
Rd, Tel: 951 242828 Ext: 6561

ELECTRICAL

Est. 1992 in Myanmar
Electrical & Mechanical 
Contractors, Designers, 
Consultants.
Tel: 09-504-2196, 09-731-
94828. E-mail: gei.ygn2@
gmail.com, glover2812@ 
gmail.com

Flora Service & Gift Shop
No.173(B), West 
Shwegonedaing Rd, 
Bahan Tsp, YGN. 
Tel: 09.731 800 30
No.75/77, Yaw Min Gyi St. 
Dagon Tsp, YGN. 
Tel: 09.431 432 34.
Home: 01-577 387, 
Email: rosanafloral.ygn@
gmail.com

SAIL Marketing & 
Communications
Suite 403, Danathiha Center  
790, Corner of Bogyoke Rd 
& Wadan Rd, Lanmadaw 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar.                
Tel: (951) 211870, 224820, 
2301195. Email: admin@
advertising-myanmar.com
www.advertising-myanmar. 
com

WE STARTED THE ADVERTISING
INDUSTRY IN MYANMAR SINCE 1991

M a r k e t i n g  &  c o M M u n i c at i o n s

A d v e r t i s i n g

No. 214. 1st Floor-Right,  
Waizayanter Road, 
Thingangyun Tsp, Yangon.
Email: vibhavadimyanmar 
@gmail.com, Website: 
www.vibhavadi.com/web/
myanmar.php. Hot line: 
09-2011-772, 09-731-
650-45, 09-86-250-86

A Little Dayspa 
No. 475 C, Pyi Road,  
Kamayut, Yangon.  
Tel: 09-431-28831.

Inya Day Spa 
16/2, Inya Rd, Kamayut 
Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar.  
Tel: 537907, 503375.

25-B, Thirimingalar Street, 
(8) block, Kamayut Tsp, 
Yangon, Myanmar.  
Tel/Fax: 95-1-504290
Tel: 09-541-9459, 505409.
Email: augustine@
myanmar.com.mm.

Shwe Hinthar B 307, 6 1/2 
Miles, Pyay Rd., Yangon.
Tel: +95 (0)1 654 730
info@thuraswiss.com
www.thuraswiss.com

Myanmar Research | Consulting | Technology
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OFFICE FURNITURE

WEB SERvICES

WATER HEATERS

WATER TREATMENT

The Global leader in 
Water Heaters
A/1, Aung San Stadium 
East Wing, Upper 
Pansodan Road. 
Tel: 251033, 09-730-25281.

Road to Mandalay
Myanmar Hotels & 
Cruises Ltd. Governor’s 
Residence 39C, Taw Win 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, Yangon. 
Tel: (951) 229860
fax: (951) 217361. email: 
RTMYGN@mptmail.net.mm 
www.orient-express.com

PLEASURE CRUISES

Water Heater
Same as Rinnai Gas 
cooker and cooker Hood 
Showroom Address

Myanmar. Tel: 95-1-535-
783, 527705, 501429. Fax: 
95-1-527705. Email: sales-
ikon@myanmar.com.mm
Junction Mawtin 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Cor 
of Wadan St. Lanmadaw.
Ocean Supercentre  
(North Point ), 9th Mile, 
Mayangone Tsp. Tel: 651 200, 
652963.
Pick ‘n’ Pay Hyper Market 
Bldg (A,B,C),  (14~16), 
Shwe Mya Yar Housing, 
Mya Yar Gone St, 
Mingalartaungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel: 206001~3, Fax: 9000199
Sein Gay Har  
44, Pyay Rd, Dagon Tsp. 
Tel: 383812, 379823.
Super 1 (Kyaikkasan)  
65, Lay Daunt Kan St,  
Tel: 545871~73
Super 1 (Shwe Bonthar)  
397, Bogyoke Aung San St, 
Pabedan. Tel: 250268~29
Victoria 
Shwe Pone Nyet Yeik 
Mon, Bayint Naung Rd, 
Kamaryut Tsp. Tel : 515136.

TRAvEL AGENTS

Asian Trails Tour Ltd
73 Pyay Rd, Dagon tsp. 
tel: 211212, 223262. 
fax: 211670. email: res@
asiantrails.com.mm

Asia Light  
106, Set Yone Rd.tel: 
294074, 294083.
Capital Hyper Mart 
14(E), Min Nandar Road, 
Dawbon Tsp. Ph: 553136.
City Mart  
(Aung San Branch) tel: 
253022, 294765.  
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(47th St Branch) 
tel: 200026, 298746. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart  
(Junction 8 Branch)  
tel: 650778. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart  
(FMI City Branch)  
tel: 682323.
City Mart  
(Yankin Center Branch)  
tel: 400284. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Myaynigone Branch) 
tel: 510697. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
City Mart  
(Zawana Branch)  
tel:564532. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Shwe Mya Yar Branch) 
tel: 294063. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Chinatown Point Branch) 
tel: 215560~63. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Junction Maw Tin Branch) 
tel: 218159. 
(9:00 am to 9:00 pm)
City Mart 
(Marketplace)  
tel: 523840~43. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
City Mart 
(78th Brahch-Mandalay) 
tel: 02-71467~9. 
(9:00 am to 10:00 pm)
IKON Mart 
IKON Trading Co., Ltd. 
No.332, Pyay Rd, San 
Chaung P.O (11111), Yangon, 

SUPERMARKETS

STEEL CONSTRUCTION

SOLAR SYSTEM

No.35(b), Tatkatho Yeik 
Mon Housing,
New University Avenue,  
Bahan Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 951-549451, 557219, 
540730.  
www.yangon-academy.org

World-class Web 
Services
Tailor-made design, 
Professional research 
& writing for Brochure/ 
Catalogue/e-Commerce 
website, Customised 
business web apps, 
online advertisement and 
anything online. Talk to 
us: (951) 430-897, 553-918 
www.medialane.com.au 
58B Myanma Gon Yaung 
Housing. Than Thu Mar 
Road, Tamwe, Yangon.

Yangon International 
School
Fully Accredited K-12 
International Curriculum 
with ESL support 
No.117,Thumingalar 
Housing, Thingangyun 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 578171, 573149  
www.yismyanmar.net
Yangon International 
School 
New Early Childhood 
Center 
Pan  Hlaing  Golf Estate 
Housing  &  U  Tun  Nyo 
Street,  Hlaing Thar Yar 
Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 687701, 687702

95, Anawrahta Rd. 
Tel:296552, 293754. 
336, Pyay Rd, Sanchaung 
Tsp. Tel: 526456.
New University Avenue, 
551521, 551951, 553896. 
U Wisara Rd,  
Tel: 524599,  501976.

Admissions Office:
No. 44, Than Lwin Road, 
Bahan Township, Yangon.  
Tel: 535433, 09-850-3073.
Email: rviacademygn@
rvcentre.com.sg

ISM Int’l School 
W 22/24, Mya Kan Thar 
Housing, Hlaing Tsp.  
tel:530082, 530083.
International School Yangon  
20, Shwe Taung Kyar St, 
Bahan Tsp. Tel: 512793.

ILBC IGCSE SCHOOL
No.(34), Laydauntkan
Road, Tamwe Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 542982, 545720,
549106,545736,400156
Fax: 541040
Email: info@ilbc.net.mm
www.ilbcedu.com

ILBC 
180, Thunandar 9th Lane, 
Thumingalar Housing, 
Thingungyung.tel: 562401.

Horizon Int’l School
25, Po Sein Road, Bahan 
Tsp, tel : 541085, 551795, 
551796, 450396~7.  
fax : 543926, email : 
contact@horizonmyanmar.
com, www.horizon.com

SCHOOLS

PAINT

TOP MARINE PAINT 
No-410, Ground Floor, 
Lower Pazundaung Road, 
Pazundaung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09-851-5202

MMRD Research BLDG C, 
New Mingalar Market, 
10-story BLDG, 8 & 9 flr, 
Coner of Mill St & 
Banyardala Rd, Mingalar 
Taungnyunt Tsp. 
Tel: 200326, 200846, 
201350. Fax: 202425.

MARKET RESEARCH REAL ESTATE

Moby Dick Tours Co., Ltd.
Islands Safari in the Mergui 
Archipelago
4 Days, 6 Days, 8 Days Trips
Tel: 95 1 202063, 202064
E-mail: info@islandsafari 
mergui.com. Website: www.
islandsafarimergui.com

Traders Gourmet Corner
Level 1, Traders Hotel,  
#223 Sule Pagoda Road, 
Kyauktada Tsp.  
Tel : 242828 ext : 6503
Traders Gallery Bar
Level 2, Traders Hotel, 
#223 Sule Pagoda Road. 
tel:  242 828. ext: 6433
Traders Lobby Lounge
Level 1, Traders Hotel, 
#223 Sule Pagoda Road. 
tel:  242 828. ext: 6456
Western Park
Thakhin Mya Park, Ahlone. 
Tel: 225143
YKKO 
28, Saya San Road, Bahan 
Tsp. tel:01-541998

The Ritz Exclusive 
Lounge
Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp, Ground 
Floor, Tel: 544500  
Ext 6243, 6244

RELOCATION

Monday to Saturday  
(9am to 6pm)
No. 797, MAC Tower II, 
Rm -4, Ground Flr, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd,
Lamadaw Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: (951) 212944 Ext: 303
sales.centuremyanmar@
gmail.com
www.centure.in.th

Royal Garden
Nat Mauk Road, Kandaw 
Gyi Natural Park, Bahan 
Tsp. tel: 546202
Signature 
Near U Htaung Bo Round, 
about Bahan Tsp.  
tel: 546488, 543387.

PEB Steel Buildings
21/5, Thirimingalar Avenue, 
Kabaaye Pagoda Rd, Yankin 
Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 653410, 
09-7325-7042, 09-515-
0332, 09-4016-01948. 
marketing@pebsteel.com.
mm www.pebsteel.com.mm

The Brightest AC CFL Bulb 
21, 9th St, Lanmadaw 
Tsp. Ph: 212243, 216861, 
216864. spsolarstation@
gmail.com. www.
spsolarstation.com

Streamline Education  
24, Myasabai Rd, Parami, 
Myangone Tsp. tel: 662304, 
09-500-6916.

Relocation Specialist
Rm 504, M.M.G Tower, 
#44/56, Kannar Rd, 
Botahtaung Tsp.  
Tel: 250290, 252313. 
Mail : info@asiantigers-
myanmar.com

Black Canyon Coffee & 
International Thai Cuisine 
330, Ahlone Rd, Dagon Tsp. 
Tel: 0980 21691, 395052. 
email: blackcanyon@
yangon. net.mm.

Crown Worldwide
Movers Ltd 790, Rm 702, 
7th Flr Danathiha Centre, 
Bogyoke Aung San Rd, 
Lanmadaw. Tel: 223288, 
210 670, 227650. ext: 702. 
Fax: 229212. email: crown 
worldwide@mptmail.net.mm

REMOvALISTS

Lunch/Dinner/Catering 
555539, 536174

RESTAURANTS

Bo Sun Pat Tower, Bldg 
608, Rm 6(B), Cor of 
Merchant Rd & Bo Sun 
Pat St, PBDN Tsp. Tel: 
377263, 250582, 250032, 
09-511-7876, 09-862-4563.

24 hours open.
5, Alan Pya Phaya 
Rd, Dagon Tsp, inside 
Thamada Hotel. tel - 
243640, 243047, Ext: 32.

No.430(A), Corner of 
Dhamazedi Rd & Golden 
Valley Rd, Building(2) 
Market Place (City Mart), 
Bahan Tsp, Yangon.
Tel : 01-523840(Ext-309), 
09-73208079.

Legendary Myanmar Int’l 
Shipping & Logistics Co., 
Ltd.
No-9, Rm (A-4), 3rd Flr, 
Kyaung St, Myaynigone, 
Sanchaung Tsp, Yangon.
Tel: 516827, 523653, 
516795.  
Mobile. 09-512-3049.  
Email: legandarymyr@
mptmail.net .mm
www.LMSL-shipping.com

Schenker (Thai) Ltd. 
Yangon 59 A, U Lun 
Maung Street. 7 Mile  
Pyay Road,  MYGN. tel: 
667686,  666646.fax: 
651250. email: sche 
nker@mptmail.net.mm.

Pansweltaw Express Cafe: 
228, Ahlone Rd, Ahlone Tsp.  
Tel: 215363  
(1)-Rm-309, 3rd flr, Ocean, 
East Point Shopping Center, 
Pazundaung Tsp.  
Tel: 397900 Ext: 309. 
(2)–G-Flr, Ocean North 
Point Shopping Center. 
Tel:652959, 652960, Ext: 133. 
www.pansweltaw.com 
E-mail: pansweltaw@ 
myanmar.com.mm

Phoenix Court (Chinese)
PARKROYAL Yangon. 
33, Alan Pya Phaya Road, 
Dagon Tsp. tel: 250388.

Bangkok
Phuket
Yangon

www.paintfx.asia

The Emporia Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel 
Royal Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp. Lobby Level,
Tel: 544500 Ext 6294

1. WASABI : No.20-B,
Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd,
Yankin Tsp,(Near MiCasa),
Tel; 666781,09-503-9139
2. WASABI SUSHI : Market
Place by City Mart (1st 
Floor). Tel; 09-430-67440
Myaynigone (City Mart)
Yankin Center (City Mart)
Junction Mawtin (City Mart)

House of Memories
Piano Bar & Restaurant 
Myanmar Cuisine & 
International Food 
290, U Wizara Rd, 
Kamaryut Tsp, Yangon. 
tel: 525 195, 534 242. 
e-mail: houseofmemories 
9@gmail.com

INYA1 Resturant & Bar
No.(1), Inya Road, 
Kamayut Tsp.
Tel: 01-527506
email: inyaone@gmail.com    
www.inya1.com

Kohaku Japanese 
Restaurant
Chatrium Hotel Royal 
Lake Yangon
40, Natmauk Road, 
Tamwe Tsp, Lobby Level, 
Tel: 544500 Ext 6231

22, Kaba Aye Pagoda Rd, 
Bahan Tsp. tel 541997. 
email: leplanteur@
mptmail.net.mm.
http://leplanteur.net

Enchanting and Romantic, 
a Bliss on the Lake 
62 D, U Tun Nyein Road, 
Mayangon Tsp, Yangon
Tel. 01 665 516, 660976 
Mob. 09-4210-34875
operayangon@gmail.com
www.operayangon.com

Monsoon Restaurant 
& Bar 85/87, Thein Byu 
Road, Botahtaung Tsp. 
Tel: 295224, 09-501 5653.

Kan Yeik Tha Road
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Tsp.

Yangon, Myamar.

French Restaurant
Tel: 299255~9, Ext: 7776

 Fax: 382917
reservation@

kandawgyipalace-hotel.
com

www.kandawgyipalace-
hotel.com

Commercial scale
water treatment

(Since 1997)
Tel: 01-2300086. 
H/P: 09-5161431, 

09-43126571.
39-B, Thazin Lane, Ahlone.

Thai, Korean and 
European Food
Rm-051/Basement-1 (B1), 
Taw Win Center, Pyay Rd 
Tel: 09-7320-9566, 
01-8600111 (1151).

Real Estate Agency
Tel: 09-501-8250,  

09-732-02480.
E-mail: realwin2012@ 

gmail.com

Win

Summer Palace (Chinese) 
Restaurant 
Level 2, Traders Hotel, 
#223, Sule Pagoda Road. 
tel: 242828. ext:6483
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By Talek Harris

SINGAPORE  – Singapore’s 
state-of-the-art new stadium 
will host an annual football 
tournament featuring top 
European teams as one of 
its cornerstone events when 
it opens in 2014, organisers 
have revealed.

The 55,000-seat facility, 
centrepiece of a billion-
dollar complex near the 
city centre, is also likely to 
hold international rugby 
and Twenty20 cricket, and 
is the confirmed venue for 
the 2015 Southeast Asian 
Games, they said.

The dome-shaped National 
Stadium, with a retractable 

roof and seating cooled by 
ducted air, is currently 
under construction along 
with two indoor arenas, an 
aquatics centre and water 
sports facility, plus a large 
shopping mall.

A n d r e w  G e o r g i o u , 
chief operating officer of 
commercial partner World 
Sport Group, admitted 
the roster of events was a 
“huge talking point” for the 
stadium, in a city with a 
patchy sporting calendar.

He said the aim was 
to  c reate  new events 
that return on a regular 
basis, along the lines of 
Hong Kong’s  Barclays 
A s i a  T r o p h y  f o o t b a l l 
tournament, which draws 

visits from English Premier 
League teams.

“I wouldn’t call it an 
exhibition but I’d call it 
a regular event that we’ll 
host in June, July or August 
during the summer break,” 
Georgiou said of the new 
tournament  involv ing 
European clubs.

He added: “We’re trying 
to avoid only having events 
which come in one year and 
then don’t happen again.

“So football is going to be 
a main staple of the event 
calendar and we’re working 
with the FAS (Football 
Association of Singapore) 
and regional football bodies 
to make sure that football 
will be a regular, recurring 

content at the venue.”
Georgiou was speaking 

at the sales launch of 62 
executive suites, available 
at a cost of up to S$272,000 
(US$221,000) a year for 
corporate entertaining, on 
September 12.

W i t h  S i n g a p o r e ’ s 
government guaranteed a 
return on its investment, 
private-sector backers bear 
the risk of the project failing 
to make a profit.

D e t a i l s  o f  t h e  n e w 
stadium’s roster are still 
under wraps but Twenty20 
cricket is a priority, possibly 
featuring Indian Premier 
League or Australian, New 
Zealand and South African 
sides.

Rugby’s Bledisloe Cup 
between Australia and New 
Zealand is on the “hit list” 
as well as appearances by 
Super 15 teams and an event 
on the popular international 
Sevens series.

“We’re getting to the final 
stretch of being able to get 
people to confirm [events] 
going forward and I think 
Singapore will be pleasantly 
surprised at the content 
we can deliver,” Georgiou 
said.

Singapore fans can also 
expect pop concerts as well 
as “spectaculars” like Ben 
Hur live and Cirque du 
Soleil – and even monster 
truck derbies.

The 2015 Southeast Asian 
Games is one of the few 
confirmed events, along 
with Singapore’s annual 
national day parade.

The “sports hub” complex, 
which replaces Singapore’s 
previous national stadium, 
follows a drive to pep up 
the once-staid Asian state 
that now has a casino and 
a glittering Formula One 
night race.

The tiny but wealthy 
country also hosts one 
o f  As ia ’ s  r i chest  go l f 
tournaments, the $6 million 
Barclays Singapore Open, 
a Super Series badminton 
competition and World Cup 
short course swimming.

But there is little in the 
way of home-grown sports, 
with the S-League football 
competition often struggling 
to attract support. – AFP 

By Neil Connor

BEIJING – China’s status 
as a sporting superpower 
was achieved on the back 
of  punishing state-led 
training in schools, but a 
softer approach has enabled 
today’s students to seek a 
life beyond the gym, they 
say. 

China ’s  Soviet -sty le  
sports system has been 
criticised in the past for 
its methods in grooming 
ch i ldren  f o r  spor t ing 
success from an early 
age at  the expense of 
basic education and the 
conventional comforts of 
childhood – simply because 
they have been identified as 
having future potential.

But sporting authorities 
in China have embarked on 
a period of soul-searching in 
recent years, which has led 
to a more relaxed training 
e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e  
country’s next generation 
of sports stars.

E i g h t - y e a r - o l d  Y u 
Z h e n g y a n g  i s  o n e  o f 
thousands of youngsters in 
China who is motivated by 
his own sporting dreams 
rather than the demands of 
the state.

He said the decision to 
leave his family home in 
northern China to devote 
five hours a day to table 
tennis training at a school 
hundreds of miles away was 
an easy one.

“I want to go to the 
Olympics. I can play table 
tennis well so this is my 

dream. I can win the gold 
medal,” Yu, now ten years 
old and two years into 
his training at Shichahai 
Sports School in Beijing, 
told AFP.

“I believe in myself that 
I can play well. I came 
here to practise more,” 
adds the recently crowned 
champion of a major under-
12s tournament in China, 
with one eye on the 2020 
Olympics.

Y u ’ s  f i r s t  y e a r  a t 
Shichahai was spent in a 
school dormitory. But he left 
the school grounds when his 
mother and father arrived 
in Beijing from Shaanxi 
last year.

“I like it more now, living 
with my parents,” he said.

“And at the weekends 
when I  have f inished 
my homework,  I  have 
time to relax and watch 
television.”

China began to reassess 
its high-pressure training 
system after its rise to 
sporting superpower status 
was enshrined by the 51 
golds it won at the Beijing 
Olympics in 2008.

Questions were asked 
over the true cost of this 
success, accompanied by 
widely circulated photos 
of small children crying 
in anguish during intense 
training sessions conducted 
with little time for rest or 
socialising. 

Revelations this year that 
Olympic champion diver Wu 
Minxia was not told about 
her grandparents’ deaths, or 
her mother’s cancer, for fear 

of disrupting her training, 
prompted more concern 
over China’s state sports 
system.

Questions were raised 
over the system after China’s 
tennis chief recently blamed 
Li Na’s failure to build on 
her stunning 2011 French 
Open victory on a lack of 
mental strength following 
her rigid state-organised 
training.

Sun Jinfang said the 
world number eight, who 
crashed out of the US Open 
following a poor run of form, 
was particularly vulnerable 
when under pressure on 
court, blaming this on the 
fact she had focused purely 
on sport from an early age.

Fears that China’s athletes 
are being worked too hard 
were also raised – often 
on China’s Twitter-style 
messaging sites – when star 

athlete Liu Xiang limped 
out of the 110m hurdles 
for the second consecutive 
games in London.

Coaches  and  spor ts 
officials in China say they 
are now focusing on honing 
existing ambition and talent, 
rather than subjecting the 
country’s youngsters to 
intense training regimes 
designed to secure victory 
at all costs.

“Students here don’t have 
to do the tough training 
that we focused on before,” 
Shi Fenghua, vice-principal 
of Shichahai, which has 
produced ten Olympic 
Champions, including three 
from the London Games, 
told AFP.

“What we focus on now 
is the training quality. We 
attach great importance 
to research we have done 
on this. 

“We get coaches involved 
in  sc ient i f i c  research 
groups which train them 
to improve a students’ 
performance in less time 
than before. The general 
training quality is also 
improved.”

Central  to  this  new 
style of coaching is giving 
students time to relax and 
not pressuring them to win 
competitions, eight-year-old 
Yu’s coach, Gu Yunfeng, 
said.

“Pressure is something 
that you give yourself as 
an athlete if you want to 
achieve your goals. It is not 
something that anyone else 
gives you,” he told AFP.

After China’s gold medal 
tally dropped to 38 at the 
London Olympics, chef de 
mission Liu Peng called 
the results “satisfactory” 
– and praised China’s non-
medal-winning athletes for 
showing the Olympic values 
of fair play and sporting 
behaviour.

China notably lost ground 
in gymnastics in London, 
where they fell from seven 
gold medals in 2008 to just 
three.

But Shichahai gymnastics 
coach Jiao Gengbo said the 
key to developing sporting 
talent is to give children 
time away from the sports 
halls.

“I think it’s really just 
about being rational. To 
train excessively is not the 
right way,” he told AFP.

“We need to spend equal 
time on studying, relaxing, 
and training.” – AFP

China eases pressure on its future sports stars

Singapore stadium to host top teams

This graphic illustration handout image 
made available on September 13 by 
SportsHub shows the national stadium under 
construction in Singapore. Pic: AFP

Children practice table tennis during training at the 
Shichahai Sports School in Beijing. Pic: AFP

Pacquiao 
eyes another 
Marquez 
fight, report
LOS ANGELES  –  Filipino 
superstar Manny Pacquiao 
is in talks for a fourth fight 
against rival Juan Manuel 
Marquez, the Los Angeles 
Times reported September 
12.

T h e  T i m e s ,  c i t i n g 
s o u r c e s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
ongoing negotiations, said 
Pacquiao’s next fight will 
be December 8 in Las 
Vegas and Marquez is a 
likely opponent.

Pacquiao (54-4-2, 38 KOs) 
was also in negotiations 
for a rematch against 
Tim Bradley but that fell 
through and he is now 
considering Marquez.

P a c q u i a o  d e f e a t e d 
Mexico’s Marquez in a 
m a j o r i t y  d e c i s i o n  i n 
November, the latest in a 
string of hotly-contested 
close fights between the 
warriors.

The Times said boxing 
promoter Bob Arum plans 
to have each fighter sign 
the deal September 18 
in  Los  Ange les  when 
they appear for a news 
conference.

– AFP

SYDNEY – An Australian 
Rules footballer who died 
while on holiday in Las 
Vegas had jumped onto 
a palm tree from the roof 
of a four-storey building, 
w i t n e s s e s  h a v e  t o l d 
authorities.

Port Adelaide midfielder 
John McCarthy, 22, died in 
what appeared to be a tragic 
accident last weekend in 
the United States where 
he was on an end-of-season 
holiday.

O f f i c i a l s  s a i d  t h a t 
McCarthy had ended up 
at the Flamingo casino 
very early in the morning 
alone and in a disoriented 
s tate  a f ter  l eav ing  a 
nightclub, finding himself 
on a mezzanine roof of the 
building.

“It seems to be at this 
point of time, the evidence 
is suggesting, that he’s 
jumped off that wall to a 
palm tree,” said Australian 
police officer Stuart Bailey, 
who had spoken with the 
local coroner’s office about 
the death.

“ M a y b e  h e ’ s  b e e n 
disoriented about how 
much the fall was, slipped 
and has  fa l len to  the  
ground.”

McCarthy played eight 
games for Collingwood in 
2011 but made the move 
to Port Adelaide in 2012, 
playing 21 of the 22 games 
this season. – AFP 

Player 
died after 
jumping 
to tree
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Serena hungers for more Seattle officials give 
green light for new arena

By Jim Slater 

NEW YORK – Serena Williams has won 
back-to-back Grand Slam titles for the 
first time since she completed a “Serena 
Slam” and after major setbacks the past 
two years, she is talking about smashing 
some records.

Williams outlasted World No. 1 
Victoria Azarenka 6-2, 2-6, 7-5 on 
September 9 to win her fourth US 
Open crown, becoming its second-
oldest Open-era winner at age 30, and 
a 15th Grand Slam title, seven shy of 
Steffi Graf’s all-time record.

“Even though I’m 30, I feel so young 
and I’ve never felt as fit and more 
excited and more hungry,” Williams 
said.

“Even with this win like I’m sitting 
here so excited still to play the next 
Grand Slam and see what I can do. 
I love that feeling. I feel like it’s 
overdue.”

Williams took her third major title 
in as many months after Wimbledon 
in July and Olympic gold last month 
on the same All England Club grass 
courts.

“It’s so cool. I’m so excited,” she said. 
“To cap off the gold medal and then to 
come from the gold medal to win US 
Open is unforgettable.”

Williams won her first back-to-back 
Slam crowns since she captured four in 
a row – the “Serena Slam” – from the 
2002 French Open through the 2003 
Australian Open.

And she said if she had not missed 
10 Slams with injury, she might have 
won five more by now.

“Yeah, I think so, but there’s nothing 
I can do about that,” she said.

Williams has won multiple Grand 
Slams in a season for the third time 
in four years, her 2010 and 2009 
doubles coming at Wimbledon and the 
Australian Open.

Now Graf’s mark seems reachable.
“I never thought I would even come 

close to breaking those records but 

if I can play consistently and more 
matches at Wimbledon, then it will be 
awesome,” she said. “If I could win two 
a year it would be great. We’ll see.

“I will think about my legacy when 
I’m done. I have so much more I want 
to create for the history.”

There was a time not so long ago 
when Williams wondered if she might 
ever play again, much less recapture 
her championship form.

Williams battled back from a right 
foot injury that kept her from playing 
in the 2010 US Open and battled blood 
clots last year that jeopardised more 
than her career.

She fought back into form earlier 
this year but crashed out of the 
French Open with a first-round loss 
to Virginie Razzano, her worst-ever 
Grand Slam performance and her only 
2012 loss in 50 matches where she won 
the first set.

“I have never been so miserable 
after a loss,” Williams said. “I felt like 
I lost a little confidence after that. But 
finally I pulled it together.

“A champion is defined not by their 

wins but by how they can recover when 
they fall. I’ve fallen several times. Each 
time I just get up and I dust myself off 
and I pray and I’m able to get back to 
the level that I want to be on.

“So I feel really awesome I’ve been 
able to do that.”

Since then, Williams has gone 26-1 
with Wimbledon and US Open titles 
and an Olympic gold medal.

While Azarenka will remain World 
No. 1 in Spetember 10 new WTA world 
rankings, Williams has showed beyond 
all doubt she is for now the true queen 
of tennis.

“Without doubt, she’s the best player 
in the world right now regardless of 
what the WTA rankings say,” Patrick 
Mouratoglou, the French coach who 
has worked closely with Williams since 
her French Open loss, told AFP.

“I knew she was capable of doing 
what she did today, but that doesn’t 
make it any less exceptional. There 
was more pressure on her here than 
anywhere else, 100 times as much. She 
refuses to accept defeat.” – AFP

Windies wary of World T20 favourites tag
COLOMBO – It is not often 
in recent years that the West 
Indies have been billed as 
favourites to win a major 
cricket title, but skipper 
Darren Sammy is cautious 
of the tag ahead of the World 
Twenty20.

“The favourite tag line does 
not guarantee us a place in 
the final,” Sammy said ahead 
of the fourth edition of the 
tournament, which starts in 
Sri Lanka on September 18.

“You have to go out there 
and play good cricket. We 
may have the best side on 
paper, but we have to pull 
all the resources together 
and win.”

The West Indies have 
struggled to match their 
overwhelming success of the 
1970s and 1980s when their 
fast bowlers and aggressive 
batsmen dominated world 
cricket.

With  young men in 
the Caribbean turning 
to American sports like 
basketball and baseball, 
it ’s  been hard to find 
replacements for the likes 
of Andy Roberts, Malcolm 
Marshall, Michael Holding, 
Clive Lloyd and Vivian 
Richards.

But Sammy’s men go 
into the World Twenty20 
as the team to beat, looking 

for their first major title 
since 2004 when they won 
the Champions Trophy in 
England.

The presence of explosive 
batsmen suited to the slam-
bang T20 format like Chris 
Gayle and Kieron Pollard, 
combined with the guile of 
prolific spinner Sunil Narine, 
delighted the skipper.

“We have the best spinner 
right now in T20 cricket in 
our side and he’s been doing 
really well for us,” Sammy 
told reporters in Colombo on 
September 11.

“The pitches in Sri Lanka 
will help him and I see him 
playing a very big role.

“Chris brings a lot of 
experience in batting, and we 
have Pollard, Darren Bravo 
and others who have done 
so well in the IPL (Indian 
Premier League).

“Everyone is aware that this 
is a wonderful opportunity 
for us to put a huge smile on 
our fans’ faces. Everyone is 
keen to do well.”

The West Indies are 
drawn with Australia and 
Ireland in group B of the 
preliminary league, with 
two teams advancing to the 
Super Eights round.

They play their first game 
against Australia in Colombo 
on September 22. – AFP

Serena Williams of the United States celebrates after defeating Victoria 
Azarenka of Belarus to win the women’s singles at the 2012 U.S. Open in 
New York. Pic: AFP

SEATTLE, Washington–
The Seattle City Council 
has agreed to a deal with 
i n v e s t o r  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Hansen to build a US$490 
million arena that could 
host NBA and NHL teams 
as well as concerts and other 
events.

City officials confirmed 
the deal on September 11 
saying it could be the start 
of bringing an NBA team 
back to the city.

T h e  f o r m e r  S e a t t l e  
SuperSonics moved to 
Oklahoma City after a deal 
to have a new arena built in 
Seattle failed to materialise 
in 2008.

The team was re-named 
the Thunder in a deal with 
the NBA and Seattle officials 
with the hope that one day an 
expansion team or another 
relocated NBA franchise 
could move to Seattle and 

pick up the Supersonics’ 
name and history.

“This agreement marks 
an exciting day in Seattle 
as we take a big step 
towards bringing back the 
Sonics,” said councilman 
Mike O’Brien, who said the 
deal included provisions for 
improved transportation 
infrastructure and other 
benefits for the city at 
large.

The  agreement  a lso  
i n c l u d e s  f i n a n c i a l 
protections for the city and 
King County. Hansen’s 
investor group, ArenaCo, 
must double the security 
reserve if its revenue fails 
to meet expectations. At 
the end of the 30-year arena 
use agreement, the city and 
county can require ArenaCo 
to purchase the land and 
facility for $200 million.

– AFP

West Indies cricketer Andre Russell (R) is run out by Sri Lanka’s cricketer Nuwan Kulasekara during an ICC 
Twenty20 Cricket World Cup warm-up match between Sri Lanka and West Indies at the Nondescripts Cricket Club 
(NCC) Stadium in Colombo on September 13, 2012. Pic: AFP

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Evonik RohMax Additives GmbH, a company 
incorporated in Germany, of Kirschenallee, 64293 
Darmstadt, Germany, is the Owner of the following 
Trade Mark:-

DYNAVIS
Reg. No. 8461/2012

in respect of “Class 01: Chemicals used in industry, 
science and photography, as well as in agriculture, 
horticulture and forestry, chemical additives to petroleum 
products and to lubricants, defoamers, chemicals for use 
as additives or ingredients in mineral oils, fuels, including 
motor fuels, lubricants, technical oils and fats, chemicals 
for the manufacture of products for surface protection and 
wear protection, chemicals for the production of hydraulic 
fluids, oils, lubricants and fats, chemical products for 
use in the manufacture of acrylates, methacrylates and 
polymers, viscometric products (chemicals), namely 
viscosity index improvers for hydraulic fluids, oils, lubri-
cants and fats, pour point depressants, flow improvers, 
and de-waxing aids; dispersants; synthetic based fluids 
and esters for industrial use, chemical products for use in 
the manufacture of hydraulic fluids, unprocessed artificial 
resins, unprocessed plastics; manures; fire extinguishing 
compositions; tempering and soldering preparations; 
chemical substances for preserving foodstuffs; tanning 
substances; adhesives used in industry.  Class 04: 
Technical oils and greases; lubricants; industrial oils 
and fats, non-chemical preparations as additives for 
industrial oils and fats, lubricants and liquid fuels, non-
chemical additives to motor-fuel; dust absorbing, wetting 
and binding compositions; fuels (including motor spirit) 
and illuminants; candles, wicks.  Class 42: Scientific and 
technological services and research and design relating 
thereto; industrial analysis and research services; research 
and development as well as technical consultancy in 
the field of lubricant  technology and hydraulic liquid 
systems; material testing and quality control; services 
of chemists; services of physicists; engineering services; 
services of bacteriological, chemical or physicochemical 
laboratories, design and development of computer 
hardware and software, in particular in the field of 
lubricant technology and hydraulic liquid systems”.

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said 
Trade Mark will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L
for  Evonik RohMax Additives GmbH
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
E-mail: makhinkyi.law@mptmail.net.mm
Dated: 17 September 2012
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A N  a u t o  r a l l y  a i m e d  a t 
strengthening cooperation and 
understanding between China and 
ASEAN countries plans to include 
Myanmar in next year’s event, says 
an official involved in the event .

Mr Chen Li Ji, the head of the 
China-ASEAN International 
Touring Assembly, said ahead of 
the start of the rally in Nanning 
on August 17, that Myanmar was 
not included in the route this year 
because of the difficult terrain in its 
border areas with Thailand.

“It would take three days to reach 
Yangon because only one road 
is accessible; although we would 
very much like to visit Yangon’s 
beautiful Shwedagon pagoda, doing 
so is impractical because it would 
require spending a week of the tour 
in Myanmar,” Mr Chen said.

But there were plans to include 
both Myanmar and Indonesia in 
the next year’s rally, Mr Chen 
said.

The rally, held this year for the 
sixth time, is organised by the 
General Sports Administration 
of the People’s Republic of China, 
the People’s Government of the 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous 
Region and the ASEAN Secretariat. 
It is aimed at highlighting 
the China-ASEAN Free Trade 
Agreement and promoting the 
China-ASEAN Expo as well as 
bilateral exchanges in sport, 
trade, tourism and culture.

The rally begins and ends in 
Nanning, the host city of the China-
ASEAN Expo, which being held this 
year from September 21 to 25.

This year’s rally, which ended on 
September 7, involved 24 vehicles 
and 114 participants, including 
journalists and travel company 
representatives, and covered 
more than 10,000 kilometres. The 
route was China, Vietnam, Laos, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam 

and China.
It took 12 hours to cover the 

first leg of this year’s rally, a 380 
kilometre journey from Nanning 
to Ha Long in Vietnam.

V i e t n a m e s e  t r a d i t i o n a l 
performers added colour to the 
flag-off ceremony the next morning 
on a route which took participants 
through beautiful mountainous 
terrain to Vinh.

Flag-off ceremonies were also 
held at Victory Gate in the Lao 

capital, Vientiane, at Sukhothai in 
Thailand, in the Malaysian capital, 
Kuala Lumpur, in Singapore and 
in the Cambodian capital, Phnom 
Penh.

At the flag-off ceremony in 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s Under-
secretary of State in the Ministry 
of Education, Youth and Sport, Mr 
Meas Sarim, spoke of the role of 
sport in building understanding.

“Sport keeps us united; people 
speak different languages but in 

sport they share they same ideals,” 
Mr Meas Sarim said.

Mr Chen, the convoy’s director 
on behalf of CAITA, told journalists 
covering the rally that rapid 
economic development had been 
evident in many areas along the 
route since the event began.

“People’s living standards are 
improving and construction in 
urban and rural areas is better 
than before,” he said.

However, Vietnamese journalist 
and travel book writer Mr Pham 
Hoang Hai, said he would have 
liked more opportunities to meet 
people and experience their culture 
during the event.

“We are spending too much 
time on the road,” Mr Hai told 
The Myanmar Times. “If I was 
organising this event, I would limit 
the tour to only three countries and 
spend more time in each,” he said.

Travel industry representatives 
who participated in the event 
included Mr Ripka Widjaja, from 
Setia Tours and Travel in Indonesia, 
who said he would have liked 
more representatives of ASEAN 
countries to have taken part.

Mr Widjaja also said it was not 
necessary to have high-ranking 
officials from each country officiating 
at the flag-off ceremonies. 

The managing director of 
Malaysia’s Borneo Automobile 
Leisure Tour Agency, Dr Ling Tung 
King, said the tour route involved 
too much back and forth travel in 
most countries, which was a waste 
of time and money.

Cavendish faces uphill battle to defend world crown

Plan for Myanmar to join  rally route

Participants in the China-AESEAN International Touring Assembly celebrate the start of the tour in 
Nanning, China on August 17. Pic: Aung Si Hein

LIMBURG, Netherlands – The 
world cycling championships were 
to get underway on September 16, 
with seven days of racing set to 
produce several new champions 
as Britain’s Mark Cavendish 
attempts to defend his road race 
crown on the final day of the 
competition on September 23. 

The Isle of Man rider who has 
racked up 23 stage wins on the 
Tour de France, and became 
the first British rider since Tom 
Simpson in 1965 to triumph on 
the world stage last year on the 
roads of Copenhagen, is not one of 
the outright favourites on a rolling 
circuit suited more to punchers 
rather than outright sprinters. 

The 267km route was to feature 
the first 100km raced over the 

streets of  several  Limburg 
municipalities and two challenging 
climbs, before the final 10 laps 
over a 16.5km circuit and an 
ascent towards the finish before 
a slight dip to the line. 

The first section of the route 
was to be almost identical to that 
used in the Amstel Gold races and 
suited to the likes of Belgium’s 
Philippe Gilbert who has won 
the one-day classic in 2010 and 
2011 and will fancy the rolling 
conditions. 

However Gilbert could only 
finish sixth during the 2012 
Amstel Gold race and has also 
lost his Belgian road race and 
time-trial titles in the build-up 
to the championships, although 
a win on the ninth stage of the 

Tour of Spain will have boosted 
his confidence. 

Newly-crowned Tour of Spain 
champion Alberto Contador is part 
of a strong Spanish team although 
the 29-year-old was to only race 
the time-trial, while three-time 
world champion Oscar Freire, 
Alejandro Valverde and Samuel 
Sanchez will be contenders for the 
podium in the road race. 

Tour de France and Olympic 
champion Bradley Wiggins is part 
of the British team but was not to 
attempt to better his silver medal 
in last year’s time-trial behind 
Germany’s Tony Martin as he also 
opts to concentrate on the road 
race and the Cavendish cause. 

“Brad has opted out of riding 
the time-trial at the worlds. This 

year’s focus for him has been fully 
on the Tour de France and the 
Olympics, so to expect him to hold 
form going into the worlds is a big 
ask,” explained British Cycling 
director Dave Brailsford.

Switzerland’s Fabian Cancellara 
has declined the opportunity to 
add to his four time-trial world 
titles as the 31-year-old continues 
to recover from a nasty fall during 
the closing stages of the Olympic 
road race in London. 

The competition was to kick off 
on September 16 with the return 
of the team time-trial and will 
feature outfits from the UCI World 
Tour and not national teams 
while there is also a chance for 
Pro-Continental and Continental 
teams to qualify. 

The women were to race over 
34.2km with two climbs while the 
men’s race covers 53.2km and both 
finish lines appearing after an 
ascent to the line at Valkenburg. 

Italy’s Giorgia Bronzini has won 
the last two women’s road races, 
although she had to dig deep last 
year in Denmark to hold off Dutch 
legend Marianne Vos who won gold 
and relegated Bronzini to fifth in the 
Olympics as she comes to what can 
be deemed her home championships 
as UCI World Tour leader. 

Germany’s Judith Arndt is 
the defending champion in the 
women’s time-trial while there 
are also events for under-23 riders 
and juniors during the seven 
days of racing that feature twelve 
events. – AFP 


