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* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round develop-
ment of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in terms

of technical know-how and investments from sources inside
the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept in the
hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed nation

in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectivesFour political objectives

NAY PYI TAW, 24
April—National Educa-
tion Promotion Con-
ference for 2009 of the
Ministry of Education was
held at University of
Veterinary Science in Nay
Pyi Taw Pyinmana this
morning with an opening
address by Secretary-1 of
the State Peace and

Faculty members, teachers responsible for
promoting teaching and learning standard,

the essence of universities and schools
National Education Promotion Conference for 2009 kicks off

Development Council
General Thiha Thura Tin
Aung Myint Oo.

Also present on
the occasion were
ministers, senior military
officers deputy ministers, ,
members of Myanmar

officers  and invited guests.

Education Promotion

Speaking on the
occasion, the Secretary-1
said efforts are being made
for promoting the

national education
standard, the State laid
down the 30-year long-
term education plan
divided into six 5-year
short-term plans from the
2001-2002 fiscal year to
the 2030-2031 fiscal year.

Education Committee,
departmental heads, the
directors-general of the
departments under the
Ministry of Education,
rectors, pro-rectors,
professors and principals
from univer-sities and
degree colleges, principals
of education colleges, state/
division/district education

education sector of the
state to keep abreast of
other nations.

Realizing that the
education sector can
produce intellectuals, the
State has been making
efforts for the all-round
development of the
education sector. In an
attempt to promote the

The plan covers 10 tasks
and 31 projects.

If those tasks and
projects are effectively
implemented, grounds for
advanced education
system will emerge due to
the equitable development
of human resources in
regions.

(See page 6)

Teachers are to discharge duties not only for
teaching the students with school lessons but also
for training them to have the good practice of
thinking power with initiatives, innovation and
assessment on challenges.

Secretary-1 General

Thiha Thura Tin

Aung Myint Oo

delivers an address at

National Education

Promotion

Conference for 2009.

MNA

The research papers to
be submitted in connection
with the basic education sector
will cover the subjects on
teaching of lessons for the uplift
of English and Mathematics.
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Saturday, 25 April, 2009 * Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s DesirePERSPECTIVES

Myanmar is blessed with fertile lands
and favourable weather for growing crops.
Besides edible crops and marketable crops
are grown in the nation.

Rubber, one of the industrial crops,
which are a driving factor for national de-
velopment, are grown most in Mon State and
Taninthayi Division. The two regions have
the most favourable climate to grow rubber.

Nowadays, rubber is being cultivated
in Myeik, Dawei and Kawthoung Districts
of Taninthayi Division, and Myeik grows the
greatest acreage of rubber among them.

Aiming at turning itself into a rub-
ber region Mon State was able to grow
407,879 acres of rubber in 2008-2009, exceed-
ing the target.

The extensive use of rubber by indus-
trialized countries has resulted in high de-
mand for rubber globally.

At present, rubber is being grown in
Kunlong District, Shan State (North) on
commercial scale with the help of Myanmar
Perennial Crops Enterprise of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Irrigation. Altogether
3,763 acres of rubber were grown in Hopan,
Kunlong District.

In the past, Kunlong District lagged
behind in development as armed insurgency
was rife there. At present, with the strenu-
ous efforts of local people the region is mak-
ing progress in the growing of industrial
crops on commercial scale.

At a time when progress has been
made in the growing of rubber in hilly re-
gions like Shan State in addition to Lower
Myanmar it is incumbent upon local people
to grow rubber extensively, and only then,
will the country earn more foreign exchange.

Extensively grow industrial crops
to earn more foreign exchange

NAY PYI  TAW, 24 April— Minister for Progress
of Border Areas and National Races and Development
Affairs Col Thein Nyunt attended the opening of new
circular tarred road of Danubyu Township in Ayeyawady
Division built by Danubyu Township Development
Affairs Committee on 21 April.

Officials opened the 2540-foot long and 18-
foot wide new road and the minister inspected the road.

Next, the minister attended the opening of 11
KVA power line at Hsagargyi Village in the township.

Minister attends opening of new road, power
line in Danubyu Township

The minister heard reports on electricity supply tasks
and progress in installation of power lines presented by
a responsible person and Chairman of Yangon Electric-
ity Supply Board U Khin Maung Soe.

Officials unveiled the signboard, the YESB
chairman launched the power line and the minister and
officials sprinkled  scented water on 100 KVA Trans-
former.  Afterwards, the minister inspected the power
line.  He then met with local people and fulfilled the
requirements. — MNA

NAY PYI TAW, 24
April—The coordination
meeting on boosting
production of oil and natural
gas was held at the hall of
Ministry of Energy, here,

Boosting production of oil and natural gas discussed
this morning, with an
address by Minister for
Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi.

In his address, the
minister stressed the need
to increase the oil and
natural gas production for
ensuring sufficiency of
local consumption and
supervise minimizing loss
and wastage and
eradication of malpractices.
He pointed out that
arrangements are to be
made for boosting

production of oil and natural
gas in the respective
oilfields by applying the
modern techniques.

General Managers
of the oilfields reported on
current production of oil and
arrangement for more
production of oil and natural
gas. Deputy Minister for
Energy Brig-Gen Than
Htay and officials gave
supplementary reports.

In delivering a
closing speech, the minister

instructed them to pay
attention to increased
production of oil and natural
gas in line with the plans,
supervise spending of
money in accord with the
financial rules and
regulations and strive for
finding new oilfields and
drilling new oil wells.

Later, he adopted
the future tasks for boosting
production of oil and
natural gas.

MNA

UMFCCI President meets with ROK Ambassador
YANGON, 24

April—President of the
Union of Myanmar Fed-
eration of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry U
Win Myint, Vice President
U Aung Lwin and Joint-
Secretary U Myint Soe met
with Ambassador Mr Park
Key-chong of the Repub-
lic of Korea to the Union
of Myanmar at UMFCCI

office yesterday.
Their meeting

focused on invitation of
Myanmar entrepreneurs
to attend “The ASEAN-
Korea Commemorative
Summit 2009” and “The
ASEAN-Korea CEO
Summit” to be  held in
the Republic of Korea
from 31 May to 1 Jun.

They also dis-

cussed matters on meeting
of entrepreneurs from
both sides for boosting bi-
lateral trade and invest-
ments, oppor-tunities for
developing Myanma agri-
cultural sectors, and assis-
tance for entrepreneurs
who will attend the sum-
mit in the Republic of
Korea.

MNA

UMFCCI President U Win Myint and members meet Ambassador of
ROK to Myanmar Mr. Park Key-chong.

MNA

Minister Col Thein Nyunt attends opening of circular tarred road of Danubyu Township.
PBANRDA
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An injured man is treated by a nurse following
yesterday’s suicide attack inside a mosque in
Dhuluiyah. The Iraqi military announced the capture
on Thursday of the man said to be the head of Al-Qaeda
in Iraq, as at least 73 people were killed in bombings
on the deadliest day in Iraq in 14 months.—INTERNET

US military deaths in Iraq
war at 4,276

WASHINGTON, 24 April— As of Thursday, 23 April,
2009, at least 4,276 members of the US military had
died in the Iraq war since it began in March 2003.

The figure includes eight military civilians killed
in action. At least 3,433 military personnel died as a
result of hostile action, according to the military’s
numbers. The British military has reported 179 deaths;
Italy, 33; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 21; Bulgaria, 13; Spain,
11; Denmark, seven; El Salvador, five; Slovakia, four;
Latvia and Georgia, three each; Estonia, Netherlands,
Thailand and Romania, two each; and Australia, Hun-
gary, Kazakhstan and South Korea, one death each.

Internet

Military solution won’t
end Afghan war

WASHINGTON, 24 April—As fresh US troop rein-
forcements prepare to deploy to Afghanistan, veter-
ans of the war on Thursday decried past mistakes and
warned the conflict cannot be solved by military means
alone.” By the time I left Afghanistan, I felt that the
US being there was a big mistake,” retired US Ma-
rines corporal Rick Reyes told the Senate Foreign Af-
fairs Committee.”I feel strongly that military interven-
tion is not the answer.”

His comments echoed congressional testimony
given by committee chairman John Kerry as a Viet-
nam War veteran in 1971, when he had famously
asked: “How do you ask a man to be the last man to
die for a mistake?” Now as then, veterans voiced their
reservations about the already costly and protracted
conflict in Afghanistan, although they argued against
a rapid withdrawal of troops.

Internet

Two militants killed in Afghan raid
KABUL, 24 April— International and Afghan troops

killed two militants in an overnight raid in central Af-
ghanistan, US forces said on  Thursday.

Forces with the Afghan army and the US-led inter-
national coalition were attempting to capture Taleban
militants who intelligence sources said were camping
in Tarin Kowt district of Uruzgan province, a US state-
ment said.

Two armed men who threatened the troops were shot
and killed, it said. No women or children were present
and no Afghan or international forces were injured, it
said.

Internet

A damaged vehicle at the site of a suicide bomb attack in Baghdad
on 23 April, 2009.—INTERNET

BAGHDAD, 24 April—
Iraq’s government has
recorded 87,215 of its
ci t izens kil led since
2005 in violence
ranging from cata-
strophic bombings to
execution-style slay-
ings,  according to
government statistics.
Combined with tallies
based on hospital
sources and media
reports  since the

beginning of the war
and an in-depth review
of available evidence,
the figures show that
more than 110,600
Iraqis have died in
violence since the 2003
US-led invasion.

The number is  a
minimum count of
violent  deaths.  The
official, on condition of
anonymity because of
its sensitivity, estimated
the actual number of
deaths at  10 to 20
percent higher because
of thousands who are
still missing and civil-
ians who were buried in
the chaos of war without
official records.

The Health Ministry

has tallied death certifi-
cates since 2005, and
late that year the United
Nations began using
them — along with hos-
pi ta l  and morgue
figures — to publicly
release casualty counts.
But  by ear ly  2007,
when sectarian violence
was putting political
pressure on the US and
Iraqi governments, the
Iraqi numbers disap-
peared. The United Na-
tions “repeatedly asked
for that cooperation” to
resume but never re-
ceived a response, UN
associate spokesman
Farhan Haq said
Thursday.

Internet

Iraqi police: 60 dead in double bombing at
shrine

A man injured in a suicide bombing lies in the Kazimiyah hospital in
Baghdad, Iraq, on Friday, 24 April, 2009. Back-to-back suicide bombings

killed 60 people Friday outside the most important Shiite shrine in Baghdad,
a day after the country was rocked by its most deadly violence

in more than a year.—INTERNET

BAGHDAD,  24 April — Back-to-back suicide bombings killed 60 people Friday
outside the most important Shiite shrine in Baghdad, a day after the country was
rocked by its most deadly violence in more than a year, police officials said. The
latest bombings come amid an increase in high-profile attacks that have raised
concerns about the abilities of Iraq’s security forces. Such concern led Iraq’s prime
minister to order a military task force to investigate the attacks as well as security
shortcomings that allowed the assailants to slip through.

Nobody immediately claimed responsibility for the bombings, but these types
of attacks are the trademark of Sunni insurgents backed by al-Qaida in Iraq.

The bombers Friday detonated explosives belts within minutes of each other
near separate gates of the tomb of prominent Shiite saint Imam Mousa al-Kazim,
located in the northern neighbourhood of Kazimiyah, said a police official. Another
police official said the bombers struck shortly before the start of Friday prayers as
worshippers streamed into the mosque — an important site for Shiite pilgrims. The
US military could not provide further details, saying the area around the shrine was
patrolled by Iraqi security forces. All the officials spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to release the information. Witnesses at the shrine
described a bloody, chaotic scene. —Internet

Secret tally has 87,215
Iraqis dead
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JAKARTA, 24 April—
The Indonesia’s biggest
mortgage lender, PT Bank
Tabungan Negara (BTN),
planned to issue bond
worth 1.5 trillion rupiah or
around 138.2 million US
dollars, the bank’s execu-
tive said on Thursday here.

The BTN’s President
Director Iqbal Latanro
said that the bond obtained
stable outlook from
Pefindo, an Indonesian
rating company.

Iqbal explained that the

A general view of a real estate fair is seen in Moscow on 22 April, 2009. Real
estate companies from nearly 20 countries attended the fair but few visitors were
attracted here, probably because of the ongoing global financial crisis.—XINHUA

YORBA LINDA, 24
April—Three small
earthquakes rattled
California’s Orange
County area over a pe-
riod of less than four
hours on Thursday. No
damage was immedi-
ately reported.

The first quake, with
a magnitude of 3.8,
struck at 4:56 pm Thurs-
day and was centered 2
miles northeast of the
city of Yorba Linda, the
US Geological Survey
reported.

Then a magnitude-
4.0 quake struck at 8:27
pm and a 3.0 tremor fol-

NORTH MYRTLE BEACH,
24 April— South Caroli-
na’s biggest wildfire in
more than three decades
— a blaze four miles wide
— destroyed dozens of
homes on Thursday and
threatened some of the ar-
ea’s world-famous golf
courses at the height of the
spring tourist season.

The flames, fed by tin-

This aerial photo
shows the destruction
to homes on 23 April,
2009 from a wildfire
that moved through
the Barefoot Resort
community in North
Myrtle Beach, SC.

INTERNET

Three small quakes rattle California’s
Orange County

lowed less than a minute
later. Seismologist Lucy
Jones at the USGS office
in Pasadena said the 3.0
quake was an aftershock
of the 4.0.

“Each earthquake
makes another earthquake
more likely,” she said.

Jones said the 4.0 oc-
curred on a fault parallel
to the Whittier Fault, a
moderately active fault
that stretches about 30
miles from eastern Los
Angeles County south to
northern Orange County.

The shaking occurred
near the location of last
year’s magnitude-5.4

temblor, centered in
neighboring Chino Hills,
that rattled a large swath
of Southern California.
The area has had a series
of mostly minor earth-
quakes since March.

Peter Chuang, man-
ager of Wing’s Chinese
Restaurant in Yorba
Linda, said the second
quake shook for about 15
seconds.

“It felt very strong,”
Chuang said. “Some cus-
tomers were very nervous
and asked to take their
food home so they could
check on their houses.”

Internet

SC wildfire biggest in more than three decades
der-dry scrubland, forced
hundreds of people to
flee, and some took shel-
ter in the House of Blues
honkytonk.

The fire got within 1
1/2 miles of Route 17, the
main coastal road that
links beachfront towns
and is lined with fast-food
restaurants, beachwear
stores and trinket shops.

By on Thursday even-
ing, the flames were
about 3 miles west of
the highway.

The blaze scorched
about 19,600 acres, or
about 31 square miles,
over the past two days
and then veered north,
heading away from the
high-rise hotels that
line Myrtle Beach.

Internet

Indonesia’s biggest mortgage
lender to issue $138.2 m bond

raised fund would be used
for credit expansion. “I’m
sure that investors would
buy our bond due to its
higher yield and our good
credit quality, manage-
ment and business,” said
Iqbal.

The effective date of
the bond would be on 19
June, 2009, offering date
on 22-26 June, and re-
cording date in Indone-
sia’s bourse would be on
1 June, 2009.

BTN is a state-owned
bank and 100 percent of
its shares belong to the In-
donesian government. In
2008, BTN booked be-
fore-tax profit increase of
13 percent to 722 billion
rupiah or 66.5 million
dollars compared to the
previous year. Its credit
position also increased
43.34 percent to 32 tril-
lion rupiah or around 2.95
billion dollars.

Internet

NEW YORK, 24 April—With a government deadline
just seven days away, Chrysler LLC is running out of
time to work out deals with debtholders, its unions and
a foreign partner.

A life outside of bankruptcy appears to hinge on
whether Chrysler and the US government can get the
company’s lenders to forgive a large portion of the
company’s debt in exchange for stock. But both sides
are far apart.

“I’ve said this is the equivalent of a 70-yard field
goal,” Michael Robinet, vice president of global vehi-
cle forecasts at CSM Worldwide, said of Chrysler
meeting all its obligations in the next seven days.

Analysts have said all other negotiations hang on
that deal.

However, The New York Times reported on Thurs-
day that the Treasury Department is preparing a Chap-
ter 11 bankruptcy filing for Chrysler, under which the
pensions and retiree health care benefits of the United
Auto Workers union would be protected.

The company would pursue a deal with Italian
automaker Fiat SpA while under bankruptcy protec-
tion. The lender issue remains unresolved, according
to the newspaper.

Internet

SEATTLE, 24 April—The link between Microsoft
Corp’s fortune and the health of the personal compu-
ter market has rarely been clearer than in the software
maker’s fiscal third quarter.

For the first time in Microsoft’s 23-year history as
a public company, revenue fell year-over-year as PC
shipments tumbled. Earnings sank 32 percent.

The shortfall again illustrated the toll the recession
has taken on the world’s largest software maker, even
though Microsoft remains one of the richest and most
profitable companies. In January, Microsoft said it
needed to resort to its first mass layoffs, cutting 5,000
jobs. On Thursday afternoon, it announced it would
do away with merit pay increases for employees in the
next fiscal year.Microsoft did not issue earnings guid-
ance for the rest of the year, and it offered no hope for
a rebound in the current quarter.

“I didn’t see any improvement at the end of the quar-
ter that gives me encouragement that we’re at the bot-
tom and coming out of it,” said Chris Liddell,
Microsoft’s chief financial officer.

Redmond, Wash.-based Microsoft said that in the quar-
ter that ended 31 March 31, profit totaled $2.98 billion, or
33 cents per share. In the same quarter of 2008, Microsoft
earned $4.39 billion, or 47 cents per share.—Internet

ATLANTA, 24 April—Alaska Air Group Inc, parent
of Alaska Airlines and Horizon Air, said Thursday it
narrowed its first-quarter loss and will start charging
for a first checked bag like most other airlines.

The company lost $19.2 million compared to a year-
ago loss of $37.3 million.The Seattle-based airline op-
erator said its January-March loss was 53 cents a share
compared with a loss of $1.01 a share a year ago.

Revenue came to $742.4 million, compared to
$839.5 million a year ago.

Alaska Air Group’s adjusted first-quarter loss was
70 cents a share. Analysts polled by Thomson Reuters
expected Alaska Air Group to post a first-quarter loss
of 49 cents a share on revenue of $735 million. Ana-
lysts generally exclude one-time items from their es-
timates.—Internet

In this 24 Jan, 2007 file photo, an Alaska Airlines’
jet taxis to the runway at the Ted Stevens Interna-
tional Airport in Anchorage, Alaska. —INTERNET

Alaska Air Group narrows 1Q loss
Chrysler’s fate rests with

debtors as clock ticks
Microsoft’s sales show fallout

of recession
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Russia’s President Dmitry Medvedev (R) holds a rifle during a visit to the
General Vasily Margelov Paratrooper School in Ryazan on 22 April, 2009.
Also pictured are Russian Defence Minister Anatoly Serdyukov (L) and the

head of the school, Vladimir Lugovoi (2nd L).—XINHUA

China, Israel agree to boost
bilateral ties

Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman (R)
and visiting Chinese Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi
hold a joint press conference after their meeting in

Jerusalem, on 23 April, 2009. —XINHUA

 JERUSALEM, 24 April—
Israeli Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman and
his visiting Chinese coun-
terpart Yang Jiechi agreed
Thursday to take measures
to enhance bilateral ties.

During a meeting in Je-
rusalem between Yang and
Lieberman, who is also Is-

rael’s deputy prime minis-
ter, the two leaders agreed
to strengthen the contacts
in different fields and at
different levels. The two
sides vowed to enhance
economic cooperation,
promote non-governmen-
tal exchanges and push for
sound development of bi-

lateral friendship.
During the meeting,

Yang and Lieberman also
exchanged views on the
Middle East issue.

On Thursday, Yang met
in Tel Aviv with Tzipi
Livni, chairwoman of
Kadima party, which is
now the biggest opposition
party. Earlier in the day, the
Chinese foreign minister
met in Jerusalem respec-
tively with Israeli Presi-
dent Shimon Peres and
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Yang is currently on a
five-leg visit, which has
taken him to Egypt and the
Palestinian territories. He
will also visit Syria and
Russia.—Xinhua

Locals wait for the start of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) naval fleet parade and a
fleet review of 21 vessels from 14 foreign coun-
tries in Qingdao, east China’s Shandong Prov-

ince, on 23 April, 2009. —XINHUA

An employee works at the exhibition hall of the headquarters of General Mo-
tors Corp (GM) in Detroit, the United States, on 14 April, 2009. GM announced
Monday that it would cut 1,600 white-collar workers this week as a step to cut
costs that could help the automaker qualify for more government aid. —XINHUA

 Online newspaper readership continues
to grow in US as industry struggles

LOS ANGELES, 24 April—Newspaper websites in the
Unites States continue to attract an ever-growing read-
ership, with the average number of unique visitors up
10 percent in the first quarter this year, according to a
study released on Thursday.

Websites operated by American newspapers at-
tracted more than 73.3 million monthly unique users
in the three months ended 31 March, compared with
66.4 million in the same period last year, said the study
conducted by market research firm Nielsen Online and
commissioned by the Newspaper Association of
America.

Online newspaper readers generated an average of
more than 3.5 billion page views per month in the first
quarter this year, an increase of 13 percent over the
same period last year. The number is the highest since
the NAA started keeping track of the data in 2004.

Xinhua

Toyota’s global
sales down 11.7%

in FY 2008
TOKYO, 24 April —Ja-

pan’s largest automaker
Toyota announced Thurs-
day that its global sales
sank 11.7 percent year-on-
year to 8.33 million units
in fiscal 2008 due to
shrinking demand world-
wide amid the global eco-
nomic recession.

It is the first yearly drop
since fiscal 1999 when
Daihatsu Motor Co and
Hino Motors Ltd were in-
corporated into the Toyota
group. With the deepening
of the global financial cri-
sis, speculation is mount-
ing that the automaker will
suffer a further downslide
in sales worldwide in the
current fiscal 2009 begin-
ning April.—Xinhua

All items from Xinhua News Agency

Two freight ships collide near
Singapore

SINGAPORE, 24 April—Two freight ships
collided early Thursday a few kilometres off
Singapore’s coast, but no one was injured in
the incident.

According to Channel NewsAsia reports,
the Iranian-registered cargo ship “Danoosh”,
with a crew of 33, collided with the Indone-
sian-registered container vessel, “Lagun
Mas”, near the St John’s Island, which is lo-
cated some 6.5 kilometres south of the city
state. The Iranian cargo ship was anchored
in Singapore’s Eastern Working Anchorage
for repairing its damaged hold while the
smaller Indonesian vessel reported some
damage to its railing and bow and has con-
tinued on its way.—Xinhua

At least 35
migrants drowned
after boat capsizes

in Gulf of Aden
GENEVA, 24  April—At least 35

people have drowned after their
boat capsized when crossing the
Gulf of Aden, the UN refugee
agency said on Thursday.

“By midday Thursday, 35 bod-
ies had been recovered by
UNHCR’s partner agency, the So-
ciety of Human Solidarity,” said
the UNHCR in a statement.

The boat was carrying about 117
migrants when the tragedy
accurred.—Xinhua

UK budget under fire for massive debt
LONDON, 24 April—The

2009 budget, announced
on Wednesday by British
Chancellor Alistair Dar-
ling in parliament, has
drawn a poor reception
from political and business
circles as well as the pub-
lic.

The huge amount of
public borrowing and the
prediction of GDP growth
in 2010 onwards have

drawn strong criticism.
The government has been
urged to dump the “borrow
and spend” approach and
opt for a “save and invest”
strategy to pull the British
economy out of recession.

For Britain, this reces-
sion has brought the worst
debt in over 50 years, with
unemployment rates ex-
pected to continue to rise
to record levels.

According to figures
laid out by Darling, Brit-
ain’s debt is set to rise to a
massive 703 billion
pounds (more than 1 tril-
lion US dollars) over the
next five years.

To show the disappoint-
ment with the Budget,
some even described it as
merely “rearranging the
deckchairs on the Ti-
tanic”.—Xinhua
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(from page 1)
The achievement of the plans can result in

realizing the aims of the State. In the 2005-2006
academic year, the last year of the first five-year short-
term plan, the enrolment rate increased from 97.58 per
cent in the 2005-2006 academic year to 98.13 per cent
in the 2008-2009 academic year and it shows the
improvement of the today’s education system.

The Secretary-1 also stressed the need for
taking necessary measures to reduce the dropout rate
and to promote the completion rate as part of efforts for
maintaining the development of the education standard.

Meanwhile, responsible personnel are to
receive skills for management and teaching techniques
in an attempt to implement the plans region wise to
promote the national education standard.

He also quoted the guidance of the Head of
State to improve the skills of teachers, to upgrade the
curriculums meeting the international standard, to
effectively use the teaching aid materials, to abide by
disciplines, rules and regulations and to equip the

Faculty members, teachers
responsible to promote…

students with the Patriotic Spirit and Union Spirit.
Teachers play a pivotal role in implementing

the education promotion plan as they are closely in
touch with students. Besides, they are to undertake
the tasks of higher education institutions including
universities and colleges to produce intellectuals, the
future of the State.

Faculty members and teachers are responsible
to promote the teaching and learning standard which is
the essence of the universities and schools. At the same
time, they are to work for improvement of the functions
of the universities and schools in coordination with the
State, local organizations, social organizations and the
people.

He also stressed the needs for practicing the
teaching techniques, management and administration
systems which are presented in the papers to be read
out at the conference. Only then, will the education
standard which meets the international standard be
achieved, he said.

Moreover, to produce technicians for the
development of the special regions, ministries
concerned are making efforts to teach the technology
subject at basic education high schools in the 22
special development regions, except Yangon and

Mandalay. The State has already fulfilled the
requirements for implementation of the plan and
responsible personnel are to coordinate work for
achievement of the teaching plan, he said.

During the conference, resource persons will
read papers on coordination in the education sector
of the network of ASEAN universities, compiling
research papers for master’s degrees to improve the
education standard, promoting the education
standard of the University of Distance Education,
assessment system of the universities in ASEAN
countries and speeding up the research works at
universities.

He said that the research papers to be submitted
in connection with the basic education sector will
cover the subjects on teaching of lessons for the uplift
of English and Mathematics, providing of mechanical
subject at the basic education high school level, realizing
of child-centred teaching method and supervision on
academic and management matters of basic education
schools. As the papers that are actually required at the
respective education levels contribute to the education
promotion programmes, the conference will be
beneficial much to the promotion of the national
education, he added.

The Secretary-1 continued to say that being
educated persons equipped with Union Spirit and
patriotic spirit, all the teachers are to teach their students
to forge Union Spirit and patriotic spirit.

He noted that the teachers are to discharge
duties not only for teaching the students with school
lessons but also for training them to have the good
practice of reasoning power with initiatives, innovation
and assessment on challenges. Moreover, he stressed
the need to teach the students to be able to review the
future of the State based on the pragmatic truth with
goodwill.

In conclusion, the Secretary-1 urged the
teachers to implement the guidance of the Head of
State on enhancement of the education standard in
line with the procedures of the long-term plan; to
uplift their efficiency in the conference to become the
intellectuals and intelligentsia who would have
abilities to improve the 21st Century Myanmar
education history; and to take pride in their dignity
by nurturing the student youths equipped with Union
Spirit and patriotic spirit for overcoming the
challenges in the future.

After the opening ceremony, the Secretary-1
cordially greeted those present and teachers. He visited
the booth on education development and viewed the
use of 576 LED bulbs with bio-battery through the
multiplex method produced by Electronic Lab of
Physics Department of Mandalay University and the
lighting of table lamp and turning on the radio with the
use of bio-battery made of waste matter.

The basic education sector of the National
Education Promotion Conference for 2009 was held
from 22 April to date. The higher education sector of
the conference will be held up to 26 April.—MNA

MEC Chairman Secretary-1 General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo cordially greets those
present at opening of National Education Promotion Conference for 2009.— MNA

MEC Chairman Secretary-1 General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo  inspects education
development booth. —MNA

Being educated
persons equipped with
Union Spirit and patriotic
spirit, all the teachers are
to teach their students to
forge Union Spirit and
patriotic spirit.

25-4-09 NL 18/7/29, 8:19 AM6



THE  NEW  LIGHT  OF  MYANMAR   Saturday, 25  April, 2009    7

Minister Maj-Gen Maung Oo meets Thai Minister Mr. Issara Somchai
at Shwe Nandaw Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw Hotel Zone.—MNA

Minister Maj-Gen Maung Oo and Thai Minister Mr Issara Somchai
exchange notes after signing MoU on cooperation to combat human

trafficking.—MNA

NAY PYI TAW, 24
April—A Thai delegation
led by Minister Mr Issara
Somchai of the Ministry
of Social Welfare and
Social Development of
Thailand arrived here by
air this morning to sign
MoU on Prevention
against Trafficking in
Persons.

The Thai delegation
was welcomed at the
airport by members of the
Central Committee for
Prevention against
Trafficking in Persons
Deputy Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement Brig-
Gen Kyaw Myint, Deputy
Minister for Immigration
and Population Brig-Gen
Win Sein, Director-

Thai delegation arrives in Nay Pyi Taw
General U Myat Ko of
General Administration
Department, Director-
General U Aung Saw Win
of the Bureau of Special
Investigation, Deputy
Chief of Myanmar Police
Force Police Brig-Gen
Zaw Win and officials.

In the afternoon,
Chairman of the Central
Committee for
Prevention against
Trafficking in Persons
Minister for Home
Affairs Maj-Gen Maung
Oo hosted a luncheon to
the Thai delegation at
Shwe Nandaw Hotel in
Nay Pyi Taw Hotel Zone.

Next, Minister Maj-
Gen Maung Oo received
Minister Mr Issara
Somchai and party at the

same venue.
Also present on the

occasion were Deputy
Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Maung Myint,
Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Kyaw Myint, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Win
Sein, Chief of MPF Brig-
Gen Khin Yi and officials.

The Thai delegation
visited the Uppatasanti
Pagoda and made cash
donation to the pagoda.

Later, the Thai
delegation left for
Yangon by air in the
evening. The delegation
was seen off by Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw
Myint, Deputy Minister
Brig-Gen Win Sein and
officials.

MNA

Myanmar and Thailand sign MoU on…
(from page 16)

Minister Mr Issara
Somchai of Thailand said
that arrangements are
being made to implement
the plan of action by
drafting under the MoU
and combat human
trafficking problem in
cooperation with
government departments,
NGOs and UN agencies.

Minister Maj-Gen
Maung Oo and Minister
Mr Issara Somchai of
Thailand signed and
exchanged documents of
the MoU.

Afterwards, Minister
Maj-Gen Maung Oo,
Minister Mr Issara
Somchai and guests had
the documentary photo
taken.

The MoU comprised
areas of cooperation to
combat all aspects of
human trafficking and
different areas such as
prevention, protection,
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,
reintegration, law
enforcement, justice and
developing and implanting
joint actions between the
two countries.—MNA

A-G office
meets

NAY PYI TAW, 24 April
— A work coordination
meeting of state/division
directors of the Auditor-
General’s Office took place
at the AGO here with an
address by Auditor-General
Maj-Gen Lun Maung.

Present at the meeting
were the director-general
and the deputy director-
general and officials of the
Auditor-General Office.

In his speech, the
auditor-general stressed the
need for auditors to perform
their duties with sincerity
without any irregularities
and corruption and to expose
and take action against those
who break formalities and
rules and regulations.

State/Division directors
reported their respective
tasks and the auditor-general
gave a concluding remark
after giving necessary
instructions. — MNARhinoceros beetle.

HAGATNA, 24 April
— In May 2008 the island
of Guam became a living
laboratory for scientists
as they attached acoustic
equipment to coconut
trees in order to listen for
rhinoceros beetles. A
grant from USDA IPM
allowed Richard
Mankin, a recognized
world-class expert on
acoustic detection of
insects, to travel to Guam

Guam rhino beetles got rhythm
to collaborate with island
scientists on the Guam
Coconut Rhinoceros
Beetle Eradication
Project.

The coconut
rhinoceros beetle,
Oryctes rhinoceros, is a
serious pest of coconut
palms and was
discovered on Guam
September 11, 2007.
University of Guam
entomologist, Aubrey

Moore worked with
Mankin to analyze the
spectral and temporal
patterns of stridulations
produced by the rhino
beetles. Recordings
were made of beetles
and larvae that were
reared at the university.
Field recordings were
also made of beetles and
larvae in coconut trees
and logs.

Internet

Using a topical application of the antioxidant ellagic
acid, researchers markedly prevented collagen
destruction and inflammatory response – major

causes of wrinkles — in both human skin cells and
the sensitive skin of hairless mice following

continuing exposure to UV-B, the sun’s skin-
damaging ultraviolet radioactive rays.—INTERNET

Antioxidant prevents UV skin damage
SEOUL, 24 April —

Using a topical application
of the antioxidant ellagic
acid, researchers at Hallym
University in the Republic
of Korea markedly
prevented collagen
destruction and
inflammatory response –
major causes of wrinkles
— in both human skin cells
and the sensitive skin of
hairless mice following

continuing exposure to
UV-B, the sun’s skin-
damaging ultraviolet
radioactive rays.

Ji-Young Bae, a
graduate student in the
laboratory of Dr. Young-
Hee Kang, presented
results of the two-part study
on Tuesday, April 21, at
the Experimental Biology
2009 meeting in New
Orleans. The presentation

was part of the scientific
program of the American
Society for Nutrition.

Ellagic acid is an
antioxidant found in
numerous fruits,
vegetables and nuts,
especially raspberries,
strawberries, cranberries
and pomegranates. Earlier
studies have suggested it
has a photoprotective
effect.—Internet
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(from page 16)
Nay Pyi Taw Interna-
tional Airport   will add
to the image of Nay Pyi
Taw. I happened to
visualize the transport
facility.

Every sovereign
country has to protect and
exploit their airspaces,
waters and lands in their

Nay Pyi Taw International Airport to emerge soon
Article, photos: Tin Htwe (MNA)

Tasks are being carried out for
placing concrete on Taxiway and
Apron and for bore piling work

of main building.
U Thein Tun, Project Engineer,

Asia World Co Ltd
Nay Pyi Taw International

Airport Construction Project

Any aircraft can land on present
Nay Pyi Taw Airport.

U Sein Win, Deputy General
Manager, In-charge of Nay Pyi

Taw Airport, Department of
Civil Aviation

Photo shows concrete piles to be used in construction of main
building of Nay Pyi Taw International Airport.—MNA

Bore piling
ceremony of Nay Pyi

Taw International
Airport in progress.

MNA

The design on aerial view of Nay Pyi Taw International Airport.—MNA

interests. Myanmar is
working hard to explore
oil and gas in the offshore
blocks in its waters and
use every inch of the
airspace to improve its
economic growth. In that
regard, it is to make
arrangements for aircraft
of international airlines to
pass through the airspace

and land at airports in the
nation. So, it is required to
construct more
international level airports,
provide fuel, food and
spare parts, and maintain
the machines of the foreign
aircraft that touch the
grounds of the airports.
These are some
requirements of an

123456789012345678901234567890
123456789012345678901234567890
123456789012345678901234567890
123456789012345678901234567890
123456789012345678901234567890

international level airport.
A fine network of transport
facilities is necessary for
generating economic
development of a nation.

Today, the role of
the transport sector has
showed more and more
important throughout
successive periods. So, the
transport sector will still
deserve greater attention in
future. The State Peace and
Development Council has
completed networks of
railroads and roads to
ensure that Nay Pyi Taw is
easily accessible from
states and divisions and to
expedite the administrative
machinery.

With greater
improvement in the
economic, social and
diplomatic relations with
other countries, the Union
of Myanmar has boosted

(See page 9)
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(from page 8)
its international air
transport. So, Yangon
International Airport has
seen a growing number
of foreign visitors. In
compliance with the
guidance of the Head of
State, Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport
Project has been
launched, extending the
present airport, about 5.7
miles east of Lewe
Township and about two
miles west of Elar in Nay
Pyi Taw District.

Now, heads of
State/Government of
foreign countries pay
goodwill visits to Nay Pyi
Taw, and on their tours,
they use present Nay Pyi
Taw Airport. To build the

Nay Pyi Taw International Airport to emerge soon
Article and Photos: Tin Htwe (MNA)

The design of Passenger Terminal Building of Nay Pyi Taw International Airport.—MNA

The design of Departures Kerbside of Nay Pyi Taw International Airport.—MNA

Land preparations being carried out at the site for main building of
Nay Pyi Taw International Airport with the use of heavy machinery.

MNA

Grounder work being undertaken at first phase construction of
buildings for Nay Pyi Taw International Airport with the use of

dumpers.—MNA

present airport, Asia
World Co Ltd started the
groundwork on 23 May
2002, and it handed over
the project to the
Department of Civil
Aviation on 2 April 2004.
Then, the department
entrusted the project to the
Directorate of Military
Engineering under the
Ministry of Defence on
22 April the same year.

The Directorate
of Military Engineering
constructed a 12,000 feet
long and 200 feet wide
runway, a 500 feet long
and 130 feet wide taxiway,
a 600 feet long and 400
feet wide apron, and an
airport building. On 12
November 2005, Nay Pyi
Taw Airport was put into

commission.
However, the

airport still needed to possess
all the characteristics of an
international airport. With
the green light of the Head
of State given at the Special
Projects Implementation
Committee Meeting in
2007, Asia World Co Ltd
was assigned duties to
implement Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport
Project.

Asia World Co
Ltd belonging to a
Myanmar national
successfully constructed
the annex to Yangon
International Airport. It
has a good reputation for
its experience and skills
of construction. For
construction of Nay Pyi

Taw International
Airport, the company
commenced the pre-
engineering work in July
2008, and construction
work in January 2009.

The design of
Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport was
drawn by CPG
Consultants Pte., Ltd. of
Singapore. The company
drew the design of the
annex to Yangon
International Airport,
and the designs of Changi
Airport of Singapore and
several airports of
Vietnam and Laos.

Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport is
planned to go according
to the three phases.

(See page 10)
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(from page 9)
After the first

phase is completed, the
airport will be able to
cope with 3.5 million
passengers, and after the
third phase is completed,
it will be able to cope
with 10.5 million passen-
gers annually.

The first phase
comprises an airport
building that can cope
with 3.5 million passen-
gers, an apron, a board-
ing bridge, an annex to
the airport, and a control
tower. Now, Asia World
Co has launched the con-
struction of the main
building of the airport and
the approach road with
over 200 engineers and
management workers as
part of the first phase.
The Department of Civil
Aviation under the Min-
istry of Transport will
supervise all the tasks for
control of the quality of
the whole project.

When asked
about the runway and the
signal system of the
present airport, U Sein
Win, in-charge as well as
Deputy General Manager
of the present airport,
said, "The runway of the
present airport is 12,000
feet long and 200 feet
wide, and the taxiway is
500 feet long and 400
feet wide, and the apron
is 600 feet long and 400
feet wide. The runway is
of concrete type and it is
26 inches thick. It can
withstand 873,000
pounds of loads. The
signal equipment
comprises VHF Omni

Nay Pyi Taw International
Airport to…

Directional Radio Range
that shows the locations
of VOR and a flying
airplane, Non-Directional
Radio Bacon that shows
the location of the airport,
Distance Measuring
Equipment, and the appa-
ratuses on Instrument
Landing System such as
Runway Center Line, Pre-
cision Approach Path In-
dicator, Glide Path and
ILS DME. The present
airport can cope with any
types of aircraft.”

In an interview, U
Nay Lin, Project Director
of Asia World Co Ltd un-
dertaking the Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport
project,  said, "CPG Co
that drew the blueprint of
Nay Pyi Taw International
Airport Project estimates
according to its experience
that it will take 30 months
to complete the first phase
of the project. However,
we will try our best to com-
plete it as soon as possi-
ble. Building an interna-
tional airport is not as the
same as constructing other
facilities such as roads,
bridges, schools and
houses. An international
airport requires airport
specialist systems that are
not included in other kinds
of facilities such as air
conditioning mechanical
ventilation (ACMV) sys-
tem, flight information
display system (FIDS),
baggage handling system
(BHS) and departure con-
trol system and security
screening system. Such
systems need to be fixed
to the whole airport build-
ing. Moreover, the walls

The design of International Baggage Claim for Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport.—MNA

Roads under construction at Nay Pyi Taw International Airport.—MNA

and roofs of the building
have to be built need to be
soundproof, to resist the
vibrations occurring due
to the sounds of airplane
engines and to regulate
temperature."

"The design of
Nay Pyi Taw International
Airport is modern and pas-
sengers can enter the air-
port easily and comfort-
ably. The airport will be
built equipped with all
necessary modern deco-
rations and machines an
international airport
should have. Not only will
the airport be physically
modern but it will also be
useful to air passengers.
As latest models of ma-
chinery will be used, Nay
Pyi Taw Airport will be
more modern and sophis-
ticated than Yangon and
Mandalay International
Airports."

"Asia World Co
has had experience in con-
structing Yangon Interna-
tional Airport building.
The current project is the
second one. We have to
make some Myanmar ver-
sions of the design pro-
duced by CPG so that our
carpenters, masons and
steel fixers  can understand
it. But, with the inborn fac-
ulty of Myanmars, they can
build the airport according
to the design. In terms of
modernity, the airport
building alone is not mod-
ern. We will make arrange-
ments for the greening of
surrounding areas and land
preparations."

C o n s t r u c t i o n
tasks of the project as the
first phase will not include
the runway. The existing
runway will continue to
be used. The second and
third phases of the project

only will include new run-
ways.

The first phase
project includes a taxiway
with 3700 meters in length
and 30.5 meters in width,
a 403 meters long and 336
meters wide apron with a
total area of 135,408
square meters where 10
aircrafts can land simulta-
neously, a passenger ter-
minal building, a car park-
ing, a control tower and
other facilities.

The second phase
project includes an apron
measuring 1200 feet x
1200 feet in front of the
already-constructed air-
port building, an apron
where VIP aircraft lands
and building four more
boarding bridges at the
airport building for pas-
sengers, a flight catering
building, a government
complex and an airport
maintenance base.

The third phase in-
cludes 17 more boarding
bridges, a dual parallel taxi-
way measuring 1200 ft x
100 ft, a runway measur-
ing 12000 ft x 100 ft in
front of the airport build-
ing, a set of dual parallel
taxiway measuring 12,000
ft x 100 ft, four taxways
measuring 650 ft x 100 ft,
four taxways measuring
550 ft x 100 ft and an apron
for cargo planes.

Annually, 2 mil-
lion international passen-
gers, 1.5 million local pas-
sengers totaling 3.5
million can use the main
airport building which is
made up of the main hall
with an area of 17,174
square meters, the east hall
and west hall with an area
of 3224 square meters
each and the north hall

with an area of 5912
square meters. The total
area of the ground floor,
the attic and the first floor
of the whole building is
63,000 square meters.

The airport build-
ing is a two-storey build-
ing with reinforced con-
crete boree piles. The
ground floor is for pas-
senger arrivals and the first
floor for passenger depar-
tures. The west hall is for
local passengers, the east
hall, and the north hall for
international passengers.

Modern machin-
ery will be installed in pas-
sengers' counters, the
passport control counter,
customs counters for ar-
rivals and departures and
baggage claim counter.

The approach
road to the airport with
two ways / four lanes is
1500 meters long. The car
parking measures 200
meters by 107 meters and
its total area is 21,400
square meters. The 62-
meter-high control tower
can control all the con-
struction tasks of the first,
second and third phases
of the project.

Likewise, the
place for octane distribu-
tion will be built, and ar-
rangements will be made
for sanitary system and
sewage system and
greening and beautifying
of airport environs.

In interviewing
project engineer U Thein
Tun about ground-work,
he said: "We are now re-
moving the upper layer of
the earth for the main air-
port building, the apron,
approach road and other
facilitating roads. And it
has been almost com-

pleted. We will continue
the groundwork to com-
plete the set level but not
the design level. Borrow
soil work has completed
by 65 percent. We are
working to complete the
earth work before the
rainy season. Besides, we
are paving concrete on
the taxiway and apron
and boree piling of the
main building."

When Nay Pyi
Taw International Airport
is completed, local and
international air passen-
gers can travel around
Myanmar as well as
around the world by us-
ing the airport. Like other
international airports, Nay
Pyi Taw International
Airport will provide
special services for the
convenience of passen-
gers. Local and interna-
tional air passengers will
marvelously witness the
cutting-edge airport in the
green of Nay Pyi Taw with
rich natural resources.

As Nay Pyi Taw
International Airport is
under construction in
accord with the charac-
teristics of an interna-
tional airport, it will
emerge as a facility that
brings honour and dig-
nity not only to Nay Pyi
Taw but also to the State.
I conclude this article
by shouting that
Myanmar known for
ancient cultural herit-
age, known for its an-
cient, historical pagodas
and known for the smile
and hospitality of
Myanmar people has the
capability to display its
modernity as high as
others.
Translation: MS+ST
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NEWS ALBUM

This photo shows an artwork made by
deserted toys. Some artists displayed

their artworks which were all made by
deserted stuff in Detroit, aiming at

encouraging the local people to
conquer the difficulties brought about

by auto crisis there.

Five-year-old rides NYC
subway alone for 34

stops
Authorities say a 5-year-old boy

slipped onto a New York City subway
alone and rode for 34 stops from the
Bronx to the southern tip of Manhattan
before anyone intercepted him.

Samuel Sosa has been reunited with
his mother, unharmed, after his hourlong
transit odyssey.

Griselda Sosa says her son got away
from her around 7:40 am while she got
coffee near an elevated station on the No
1 line in the Bronx. The boy apparently
sprinted up the station’s stairs, squeezed
under a turnstile and boarded a
southbound train before she could stop
him.

Police quickly put out an alert, but
Sammy made it to the end of the line in
Manhattan before transit workers spotted
him around 8:40 am. His mother calls
authorities’ response “good and fast.”

Thief wipes 83-year-old woman’s 66-year-old bike
A thief in Maine stole a 66-year-old bicycle that belonged to an 83-year-old

woman. Ruth Slovenski got the blue Huffy bicycle as a gift when she was a
teenager in 1943. The bike was stolen after she left it unlocked Saturday during a
visit to a nursing home in Lewiston, a southern Maine city of about 35,000
residents where Slovenski lives.

Police said Slovenski had left the bike near a mailbox. When she went back to
it two hours later, the bike was gone.

The bicycle has wide fenders and a large metal basket. A nursing home security
video shows a man wearing a hat and dark clothing riding off on a bike that fit that
description.

Police said Slovenski told them the bike had great sentimental value.

Photo taken shows the 1928 Plymouth
Model Q Coupe on display in Walter
P Chrysler Museum in Detroit, the
United States. Visitors to the museum
could experience the saga of the time-
honored Chrysler LLC from its
vehicle collection, historical photo
 graphs, advertisements and footage.

TEHERAN, 24 April—
Iran’s official news
agency says Teheran has
reached an agreement
with Iraq to build a pipe-
line that will feed Iraqi
crude to an Iranian refin-
ery.

The agreement marks
another step in strength-
ening relations between
two majority Shiite coun-
tries that fought a deadly
eight-year war in the
1980s.

The post-Saddam
Hussein era rapproche-
ment has worried some in
the West.

Thursday’s IRNA re-
port has quoted Iran’s
deputy oil minister,
Noureddin Shahnaziz-
adeh, as saying a 32-inch
pipeline will feed 50 per-
cent of the crude to be
processed at Iran’s
Abadan refinery.

The plant has a daily
capacity of 430,000 bar-
rels per day and sits about
1 mile (1.6 kilometres)
from Iraq.

Internet

LONDON , 24 April — It is a page-turner of a tale —
but one with seven missing paragraphs.Lawyers for
several media groups appealed on Wednesday to a Brit-
ish court to disclose redacted information they say
could show that the British government knew more
than it has admitted about the alleged torture of former
Guantanamo detainee and UK resident Binyam
Mohamed.

The missing paragraphs — from official British
documents that relate to discussions with the United
States — could answer questions about whether UK
agents helped US interrogators by providing questions
to ask Mohamed. It could also show that Britain, de-
spite repeated denials, knew that the CIA had sent
Mohamed to Morocco where severe interrogation tech-
niques were used to extract information.

Internet

DUBAI, 24 April—Dubai’s deputy police chief de-
nied a report that pirates have laundered ransom money
through banks in the Gulf city-state, according to a
local newspaper.

Maj Gen Khamis Mattar al-Mazeina was respond-
ing to Tuesday’s report in British newspaper The In-
dependent that quoted investigators hired by the ship-
ping industry as saying organized piracy syndicates
operating in Dubai and other Gulf states have laun-
dered large amounts of pirate ransom money.

Somali pirates in the past told The Associated Press
that they receive help from people in Dubai, a Mideast
banking hub that has a history of moving money used
to finance terrorism and other illicit activities.

Internet

ROME, 24 April —
Food prices are still at
high level in developing
countries despite an im-
proved global cereal sup-
ply situation and a sharp
decline in international
food prices, UN Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) said in its latest
Crop Prospects and Food
Situation report published
here on Thursday.

This is creating further
hardship for millions of

Food prices remain high in developing
countries

poor people already suf-
fering from hunger and
undernourishment, the
Rome-based organization
said.

This year’s world ce-
real production is forecast
to decline by 3percent
from the 2008 record, but
it would still be the sec-
ond largest crop ever, ac-
cording to FAO’s first
2009 forecast.

Most of the decrease is
expected to be in wheat,

mainly due to a significant
reduction in plantings in
developed countries in re-
sponse to lower interna-
tional prices. In develop-
ing countries, cereal out-
put could remain close to
last year’s good level.

Food emergencies per-
sist in 32 countries, de-
spite good 2008 cereal
crops in many of the
countries normally most
at risk of food insecurity,
the report said.—Internet

Iran says pipeline
agreement

reached with Iraq

Dubai denies pirate money
laundered in its banks

Torture tale in Britain with
seven missing paragraphs

A trader sits outside his clothes and souvenir shop in Dubai’s old district. The
International Monetary Fund forecast a severe global contraction this year,

sharply downgrading its already bleak outlook from earlier this year.
INTERNET

Scientists make super-
strong metallic spider silk

Spider silk is already tougher and
lighter than steel, and now scientists
have made it three times stronger by
adding small amounts of metal.

The technique may be useful for
manufacturing super-tough textiles and
high-tech medical materials, including
artificial bones and tendons.

“It could make very strong thread
for surgical operations,” researcher
Seung-Mo Lee of the Max Planck
Institute of Microstructure Physics in
Halle, Germany, said in a telephone
interview.

Lee and colleagues, who published

An Araneus Spider

their findings in the journal Science,
found that adding zinc, titanium or
aluminum to a length of spider silk
made it more resistant to breaking or
deforming.

They used a process called atomic
layer deposition, which not only coated
spider dragline silks with metal but also
caused some metal ions to penetrate the
fibers and react with their protein
structure.
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SINAR BANDUNG VOY NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SINAR
BANDUNG VOY NO ( ) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 25.4.2009 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING
LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SIRI BHUM VOY NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SIRI BHUM
VOY NO ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel has
arrived on 25.4.2009 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.I.P where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and condi-
tions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S REGIONAL CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV XIANG XIU VOY NO (9026)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV XIANG XIU

VOY NO (9026) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 25.4.2009 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING
(MALAYSIA) AGENCY SDN BHD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

TENDER INVITATION
Myanma Ceramic Industries, Ministry of Industry

(1), is intended to establish a Cement Manufacturing
Plant in Lashio Township, Northen Shan State, adopting
the wet process Cement Manufacturing and capacity
of 500 ton per day, using kiln firing system with Coal
firing system.

Seal Tenders are invited from Cement Machinery
Manufacturing Companies of People’s Republic of
China with machinery and Full-Turnkey Basis
including technical services, machinery supply,
erection commissioning and supervisory services. The
details can be obtained from the following contact
office.

-Myanma Ceramic Industries:
 Building No (41) Nay Pyi Taw
 Union of Myanmar
 Tel 067-408386, 408296
 Fax 067-408064
 Tender Closing Date- 30.6.2009

Ape escapes in Dutch zoo, no visitors hurt

Grooming, personality may affect grades

Men set record with 217,000 text messages

1.9-million-PC botnet uncovered

THE HANGUE, 24
April—Separated from his
mother and confronted by
a group of angry pregnant
females, a bonobo ape
didn’t hesitate Thursday at
a Dutch zoo.

Zamba ran through a
23-foot (7-meter) -wide
moat surrounding the ani-
mals’ island at the
Apenheul zoo and straight
into an area where dozens
of shocked visitors were
standing. But there, the 11-
year-old lived up to his
species’ reputation as
peacenik primates and left

the public alone until
zookeepers ushered him
safely back into captivity.

Nobody was injured in
the Thursday morning es-
cape, said Bert de Boer, a
spokesman for the zoo in
the central city of
Apeldoorn. “There was no
panic,” De Boer said.

Bonobos — often
lauded as the “peaceful
ape” — are known for
their matriarchal society
in which female leaders
work to avoid conflict,
and their sex-loving life-
style. They originate in

the central African coun-
try of Congo.

With his mother at the
other end of the island,
Zamba had nobody to turn
to when he got into an ar-
gument about food and
couldn’t charm the moth-
ers-to-be, the zoo said.

“Bonobos often resolve
tensions with sex,” the
zoo said in a statement.
“But in this case, through
an unusual set of circum-
stances, Zamba couldn’t
manage it.” It did not
elaborate.

Internet

MIAMI, 24 April  — A
University of Miami study
reveals physical attractive-
ness, personality and
grooming can impacts
grades in high school
Michael T French, one of
the authors of the study,
said several previous stud-
ies found that physical at-
tractiveness is signifi-
cantly related to labour
market earnings for men
and women.

However, the study
found that physical attrac-

tiveness was not the most
important non-cognitive
predictor of grades, French
said.

“Instead grooming and
personality were stronger
predictors of academic
success in high school for
boys and girls, respec-
tively,” French said in a
statement.

The study also found
that:

— Physical attractive-
ness has a positive effect
on grade-point average for

both genders, but only
when considered alone.

— When physical at-
tractiveness is considered
along with grooming and
personality, the positive
effect of physical attrac-
tiveness on high school
GPA turns negative for
both genders.

— For male students,
grooming delivers the big-
gest overall effect on GPA.

— For female students,
personality is positively re-
lated to GPA.—Internet

MARIETTA, 24 April  —
A pair of Pennsylvania
men said they broke a
world record by exchang-
ing more than 217,000
text messages in a single
month.

Nick Andes, 29, of
Marietta, Pa., and Doug
Klinger, 30, of Berks
County, said they texted
each other nonstop from
7 March to 6 April to
break the record of
182,000 text messages

sent and received by In-
dia’s Deepak Sharma in
2005, The (Lancaster, Pa.)
Intelligencer-Journal re-
ported Wednesday.

“Right now, I’m pretty
much done with texting,”
Andes said Tuesday.

He said the record-set-
ting feat nearly saddled
him with a $26,000 bill
from T-Mobile, despite
his unlimited texting plan.
He said the bill was
waived but a spokes-

woman for the company
asked him to refrain from
record attempts in the fu-
ture.

“She told me it was a
violation of their misuse
and abuse policy,” Andes
said. “She wanted to
know my intentions and
to assure her this was a
one-time thing ... They
weren’t as enthusiastic
about this as everybody
else seems to be.”

Internet

Rachael Finch poses
for photographers after

being announced as
Miss Universe Australia
2009 in Sydney, on 22

April , 2009. Finch will
represent Australia at

the Miss Universe
contest in the Bahamas
in August.—INTERNET

SAN FRANCISCO, 24
April—US computer se-
curity experts say they
have discovered a
“botnet” of 1.9 million
secretly infected “zom-
bie” PCs controlled by a
Ukrainian gang. The San

Jose, Calif, computer se-
curity firm Finjan said the
six-member cybergang
since February has in-
structed the infected com-
puters to copy files, record
keystrokes, send spam
and take screenshots in

one the largest-ever
botnets controlled by a
single gang ever found,
Cnet.com reported
Wednesday.

Finjan marketing direc-
tor Ophir Shalitin, speak-
ing to the computer news
Web site before the RSA
security conference in San
Francisco, said the gang
had compromised com-
puters in 77 government-
owned Web address do-
mains in the United States
and other countries, with
nearly 80 percent of them
running the Internet Ex-
plorer browser on Win-
dows XP operating sys-
tems.—Internet
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Trucks are seen crowding the holding area at
Manila port, in February, waiting to haul their
imported cargo. Philippine imports plunged 32

percent from a year earlier to 3.06 billion dollars in
February as shipments of key electronics compo-
nents continued to fall, according to the govern-

ment.—INTERNET

Vegetable juice may help to
lose weight

HOUSTON, 24 April  —
Drinking at least one glass
of low-sodium vegetable
juice daily may help over-
weight people with meta-
bolic syndrome lose
weight, US researchers
say. Metabolic syndrome
is defined by a cluster of
risk factors, including ex-
cess body fat in the mid-
section, high blood pres-
sure, high blood sugar and
abnormal blood lipids. If
left uncontrolled it can in-

crease risk for chronic dis-
eases.

Study author John
Foreyt of the Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine said the
81 participants in the study
were primarily African-
American and Hispanic
adults — populations that
typically have a higher in-
cidence of metabolic syn-
drome. Each group fol-
lowed a Dietary Ap-
proaches to Stop Hyper-
tension diet that empha-

sizes eating lean meat,
lower fat dairy, whole
grains, vegetables and fruit
daily, and keeping satu-
rated fat, total fat, choles-
terol and sodium in check.

Two of the groups were
given Low Sodium V8
100 percent vegetable
juice and instructed to
drink one or two cups
every day for 12 weeks,
while the third group was
not given any vegetable
juice.—Internet

To survive cirrhosis: Stop drinking
SOUTHAMPTON, 24 April  — Absti-

nence is the key to surviving alcohol-
related liver disease, a British researcher
says.

Dr Nick Sheron of the University of
Southampton found drinking status was
the most important factor determining
long-term survival in alcohol-related
cirrhosis of the liver.

The 7-year survival rate was 72 per-
cent for the abstinent patients against
44 percent for the patients continuing
to drink. Abstinence from alcohol at one
month after diagnosis of cirrhosis was
an even more important factor deter-

mining survival than the degree of cir-
rhosis as determined by biopsy.

The study, published in the journal
Addiction, rated liver biopsies from 100
patients from 1995-2000 using the
Laennec score for severity of cirrhosis.
Mortality data was taken from the Na-
tional Health Service Strategic Tracing
Service.“These findings illustrate the
critical significance of stopping alcohol
intake, in alcohol-related cirrhosis but
unfortunately the services needed to
help these patients stay alcohol free sim-
ply do not exist in Britain,” Sheron said
in a statement.—Internet

Flavonoid-rich foods
may help cut ovarian

cancer
 BEIJING, 24  April — Flavonoid-rich foods and

drinks may lower a woman’s risk of developing ovar-
ian cancer, according to a new study.

    Dr Margaret  A Gates, of Brigham and Women’s
Hospital and Harvard Medical School, in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts says: “flavonoids found in vegetables, fruits,
beans and tea may be significantly beneficial.”

    Flavonoids are a large family of antioxidant com-
pounds known as phytochemicals. They are part of a
plant’s natural defense system that helps the plant fight
off disease and infection.

    The study suggests flavonoids could help prevent
a variety of diseases in humans — including cancer
— by protecting cells from DNA damage. Scientists
believe some flavonoids may also deter cancer devel-
opment by helping to regulate cell growth and fight
inflammation or by changing hormone levels.

    In a study that compared flavonoid intake among
women with and without ovarian cancer, women re-
porting the highest flavonoid intake had a “borderline
significant decrease” in ovarian cancer risk over
women reporting the lowest flavonoid intake, Gates
and her associates report in the International Journal
of Cancer.—Internet

 China develops
world’s first

oral vaccine for
cancer-inducing

stomach
bacterium

BEIJING, 24  April —
China has developed the
world’s first oral vaccine
for a bacterium closely
linked to gastric cancer,
the Ministry of Science
and Technology an-
nounced here Thursday.

The vaccine is de-
signed to prevent the in-
fection of helicobacter
pylori (Hp), a bacterium
that inhabits parts of the
stomach and is believed to
be strongly linked to the
development of duodenal
and gastric ulcers and
even stomach cancer.

It is the world’s first Hp
vaccine that has finished
large-scale Phase III clini-
cal trial and been ratified
as a new medicine, ac-
cording to the ministry.

It has been graded
“first-grade new medi-
cine” by the State Food
and Drug Administration,
China’s drug watchdog.

The vaccine was devel-
oped by a research team
from Chongqing-based
Third Military Medical
University headed by pro-
fessor Zou Quanming af-
ter 15 years of efforts, the
university president Wang
Denggao said at the press
conference. During the re-
search process, the vac-
cine secured eight na-
tional patents and it now
has full independent intel-
lectual property rights,
said Wang.—Internet

Breast cancer patients exercise less
COLUMBUS, 24 April —

Although exercise has
been shown to help breast
cancer patients, many
women’s exercise activity
wanes, US researchers
said.

Lead author Charles
Emery of Ohio State Uni-
versity in Columbus said
that in the five-year study,
the women as a group in-

creased their physical ac-
tivity during the first 18
months after diagnosis
and treatment, but then
their physical activity
gradually declined over
the remaining three-and-
a-half years.

Depressive symptoms
can include low mood,
low energy, sleep diffi-
culty and a lack of inter-

est in, or withdrawal from,
normal activities.The
study also found that poor
physical health was asso-
ciated with less physical
activity over all five years.
On the other hand, family
support appeared to slow
the decline in physical ac-
tivity over the last 42
months of the study.

Internet

Mac users note new computer virus
CUPERTINO, 24  April  —

Computer hackers have
breached the previously
pristine territory of Mac-
intosh computers, a US
technology security direc-
tor said. Kevin Haley, di-
rector of security response
at Symantec, said the first
computer virus known to

strike Macintosh comput-
ers had been detected in a
few thousand Apple com-
puters, CNN reported
Wednesday.The primary
defense Macintosh com-
puters have against com-
puter viruses is their “rela-
tive obscurity,” making
them less desirable targets

for pernicious programs,
Haley said. “The bad guys
generally go toward the
biggest target, what will
get them the biggest bang
for their buck,” he said.

First detected in Janu-
ary, the Macintosh virus
called the “iBotnet” be-
come a popular blog topic
after Symantec, makers of
Norton anti-virus pro-
grams, made note of the
development in a “Virus
Bulletin,” CNN said. “We
all knew it was going to
happen,” Haley said.

Internet

Desktop PCs running Microsoft’s Windows operating system are seen on
display at Best Buy in Mountain View, Calif. Microsoft Corp. on 23, April,
2009 said its quarterly revenue fell from the previous year for the first time
in its 23-year history as a public company, and its profit fell more sharply

than Wall Street was expecting.
INTERNET
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S P O R T S

LONDON, 24 April  — South Africa coach Peter de
Villiers has questioned whether the British and Irish
Lions were right to pick a squad designed to match
the world champions’ renowned forward strength.

The Lions travel to South Africa next month for a
10-match tour which features three Tests against the
Springboks and on Tuesday coach Ian McGeechan
named a 37-man squad which was, according to scrum
guru Graham Rowntree, full of “beasts”.  But de
Villiers, speaking to BBC Radio Five Live here on
Thursday, queried whether that was the right approach.

“If McGeechan wants to sit down and try to match
the Springboks then I think that is the wrong thing,”
said de Villiers, who succeeded 2007 World Cup win-
ning boss Jake White as South Africa coach.” If he
wants to say ‘this is our strength, this is how we want
to play the game, these are the people who can do the
job for me’ then I can justify any selection he has
made.”—Internet

ROME, 24 April  — Serie A leaders Inter Milan were
knocked out of the Italian Cup on Thursday when a 1-
0 semi-final second leg win over Sampdoria fell short
of overturning a 3-0 deficit from the teams’ first
meeting.In the 13 May final in Rome, Sampdoria will
face Lazio who completed a 4-2 aggregate win over
Juventus on Wednesday.

It will be Sampdoria’s first cup final appearance
since 1994 where they defeated Ancona while, for In-
ter, defeat meant their run of four successive final spots
came to an end.Inter were champions in 2005 and 2006
and runners-up in 2007 and 2008.With three goals to
make up, Inter coach Jose Mourinho played three strik-
ers with Mario Balotelli, Julio Cruz and Zlatan
Ibrahimovic all starting.

It was Ibrahimovic who was to score the only goal
of the second leg with a superb 27th-minute volley al-
though the Swedish international was unfortunate not
have celebrated a second when he saw a 37th-minute
lob come back off the post.Sampdoria had their chances
with Antonio Cassano and Giampaolo Pazzini both de-
nied by good saves from Julio Cesar.Inter can now turn
their attentions to clinching the league title.They have a
10-point lead with just six games left to play.—Internet

MADRID , 24 April  — Atletico Madrid’s hopes of a
second successive season in the Champions League
are fading fast after a thumping 5-1 defeat at Racing
Santander on Thursday left them six-points adrift of
the top four.Atletico’s defensive frailties were on show
again as Racing scored three times in the first half to
condemn the Madrid side to their 11th defeat of the
season.—Internet

Racing dent Atletico’s Champions
League hopes

LONDON, 24  April  —Southampton are set to ap-
peal against the 10-point penalty imposed on them
imposed here Thursday which threatens to condemn
them to life next season in the third tier of English
football.The penalty was imposed by the English
Football League in reaction to the club’s parent com-
pany going into administration.

Southampton are currently second from bottom
in the Championship division with two matches left
to play this season.If they can manage to scramble
out of the drop zone, they will inevitably be relegated
once the points penalty is applied, but that option
would be preferable to starting next season with a ten
points deficit.—Internet

MORELLA, 24  April—
Defending champion
Lorena Ochoa shot a bo-
gey-free 8-under 65 on
Thursday to take a one-
stroke lead over Michelle
Wie and Na Yeon Choi
after the first round of the
LPGA Tour’s Corona
Championship.

“It was a good day.
There is really not much
more to add if you look at
the score, I’m very happy
because I’m in control,”
said Ochoa, the top-
ranked Mexican star who
also won the 2006 tourna-
ment at Tres Marias.”It’s
very exciting to be in a
position that I like.

Hopefully, we can stay
there the next three days,
because my goal is to win
it.”

Wie, who started on
No 10, eagled the par-5
fifth — hitting a 5-wood
to 4 feet — and birdied
three of her final four
holes. She made a 15-

MANCHESTER, 24 April
— Darren Fletcher has
warned his Manchester
United team-mates that
they cannot afford to get
complacent after extend-
ing their advantage over
Premier League title rivals
Liverpool.

United moved three
points clear at the top of
the table in midweek after
a 2-0 win over Portsmouth
and Saturday’s visit of
Tottenham gives Sir Alex
Ferguson’s side the oppor-
tunity to take another sig-

NEW YORK , 24 April—The operators of 58 stadi-
ums have expressed interest in hosting games in the
2018 or 2022 World Cup if the United States wins the
bidding for either event.

The venues represent 49 metropolitan areas and in-
clude 30 of the 31 NFL stadiums — only Candlestick
Park in San Francisco is not on the list. Two of those
also currently are home to Major League Soccer teams:
Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, Mass., and Qwest
Field in Seattle.A minimum of 12 stadiums capable of
seating 40,000 or more must be submitted to FIFA in
each nation’s bid. Venues with a minimum capacity of
80,000 are required for the opening and final matches.

FIFA will award both tournaments in December 2010.
“We are very pleased by the impressive response, and
are certainly gratified by the enthusiasm and thorough
understanding everyone has shown for this unique op-
portunity,” said David Downs, executive director for the
USA Bid Committee. “The benefits to a host nation, and
particularly to the venue cities where the matches could
be played, are numerous and lasting. Tourism, economic
impact, meaningful global exposure and a legacy of be-
ing at the center of a FIFA World Cup competition await
host venues and cities if we are fortunate enough to stage
the tournament here in 2018 or 2022.”—Internet

De Villiers queries Lions’ selection policy

South Africa
coach Peter de

Villiers, has
questioned
whether the

British and Irish
Lions were right
to pick a squad

designed to
match the world

champions’
renowned

forward strength.
INTERNET

Ochoa lead Corona Championship

Mexico’s Lorena
Ochoa throws her golf
ball in to the gallery

after finishing the first
round of the LPGA

Corona Morelia
Championship golf
tournament, on 23

April , 2009, in
Morelia, Mexico.

INTERNET

footer on No 6, a 4-footer
on No. 8 and finished with
a 12-foot birdie putt on No
9.”The greens were
interesting,” Wie said.
“They are in great condi-
tion.

They give character to
the golf course. It is a lot
of fun to play on this
course.”—Internet

Atletico Madrid’s Antonio Lopez (L) clashes with
Racing Santander’s Tchite (R) during a Spanish
league football match at Sardinero stadium in

Santander.—INTERNET

Southampton to appeal against
drop penalty

BARCELONA, 24 April—
Rafael Nadal eased past
Belgium’s Christophe
Rochus 6-2, 6-0 at the
Barcelona Open on Thurs-
day to claim his 23rd con-
secutive claycourt win be-
fore being handed a free
pass into the semi-
finals.The Spanish world
number one was due to
take on David Nalbandian
in Friday’s quarter-finals,
but the muscular Argen-
tine was forced to with-
draw with a right hip in-
jury.

“I’ve never played
Nalbandian on clay, this
would have been a good
challenge,” said the top
seed. “It’s a pity that this

Tennis ace Nadal gets 23rd
straight win on clay

Rafa Nadal of Spain.

had to happen to
him.”The top-seeded
Nadal had no trouble with
the 61st-ranked Rochus,
whom he beat in the Aus-
tralian Open first round in
January on his way to the
title.”—Internet

Inter suffer Italian Cup KO

Title battle far from over, says
United’s Fletcher

Manchester United’s
Darren Fletcher.

nificant step towards a
third successive English
title.—Internet

58 stadiums interested in hosting
World Cup
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WEATHER

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr  MST:
During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been
fairly widespread  in Mon State and Taninthayi Division, iso-
lated in Kachin and Shan States, Sagaing, Mandalay and Bago
Divisions and weather has been partly cloudy in the  remaining
States and Divisions. Day temperatures  were (3°C) above
April average temperatuers in Shan State,(3°C) to (4°C)  be-
low  April average temperatures in upper Sagaing and
Taninthayi Divisions and about April average temperatures in
the remaining areas. The significant day temperatures were
Myingyan (42˚C), Monywa, NyaungU, Chauk and Minbu
(41˚C)  each. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded
were Kawthoung (1.02)  inches, Dawei (0.75) inch and
Machanbaw (0.71) inch.

Maximum temperature on 24-4-2009 was 99°F.
Minimum temperature  on 24-4-2009  was 74°F.  Relative
humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 24-4-2009 was 65%. Total
sunshine hours  on 23-4-2009 was (9.3) hrs  approx.

Rainfall on 23-4-2009 was (Nil) at  Mingaladon, Kaba-
Aye   and  Central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2009  was
(1.06) inches at Mingaladon, (1.58) inches at Kaba-Aye and
(2.83) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon  (Kaba-Aye) was (8) mph from North at (15:30) hours
MST on 23-4-2009.

Bay inference: Weather is generally fair in the North Bay
and partly cloudy in the Andaman Sea and elsewhere in the
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of  25th April 2009:  Rain
or thundershowers are likely to be scattered in Mon State and
Taninthayi Division, isolated in Kachin, Shan, Rakhine and
Kayin States, upper Sagaing, Mandalay, Bago, Ayeyawady
and Yangon Divisions and weather will be partly cloudy in the
remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Seas will be moderate in Myanmar waters.
Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of con-

tinuation of  rain or thundershowers in the Southern Myanmar
areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
for 25-4-2009: Possibility  of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (40%).

Forecast  for  Yangon  and  neighbouring  area
for 25-4-2009: Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (60%).

Forecast for Mandalay and  neighbouring area
for 25-4-2009: Possibility of isolated  rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (40%).

Weather outlook for last weekend of April 2009: Dur-
ing the coming weekend, rain or thundershowers are likely to
be isolated in Nay Pyi Taw, Yangon and Mandalay Divisions.

Friday, 24 April, 2009

Saturday, 25 April
View on today

Local Transmission

* Signature Tune
* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights
* Safari in Style
* Parabaik Writings
* The Art of Sculpture from Sagyin Hill
* King Alaung Mintaya’s Palace Site
* Traditional Chin Cuisine
* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Europe/ North America Transmission

* Signature Tune
* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights
* The Hilly Town ( Namhsan)
* Dawei Traditional Longyi Weaving Art
* Myanma Pharmaceutical Factory (PyinOoLwin)
* Marvel of a Pagoda with Uncountable Buddha

Images
* Leisurely Cruise along the Coast (Mawlamyine to

Myeik)
* Satellite Tracking System for Sea Turtle
* Better Homes, Better Decorations
* Coffee Production in Myanmar
* Hukaung Valley Rattan Survey (Part-III)
* Safari in Style
* Parabaik Writings
* The Art of Sculpture from Sagyin Hill
* King Alaung Mintaya’s Palace Site
* Traditional Chin Cuisine
* Coloured Glass Ball...Expert
* Tradition of Offering Elphant Figurines
* Hukaung Valley Rattan Survey (Part-IV)
* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Website: www.mrtv3.net.mm
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Local - (09:00am ~ 10:00am) MST
Europe - (15:30pm ~ 23:30pm) MST
North America - (23:30pm ~ 07:30am) MST
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 3. Morning news
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 5. Nice and sweet song
8:05 am
 6. Ak“pioc\p∑´Ak“pioc\p∑´Ak“pioc\p∑´Ak“pioc\p∑´Ak“pioc\p∑´
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Seven people in US hit by
strange new swine flu

An X-ray shows multiple nails embedded of the skull of
27-year-old Chen (Anthony) Liu that homicide squad
detectives allege were fired from a high-powered nail

gun in this police handout image made available on 24
April, 2009. Police believe Chen, whose decomposing

body was discovered in Sydney’ s Georges River in
November 2008, was killed by being shot repeatedly in

the head with a high-powered nail gun. —INTERNET

WASHINGTON, 24 April—Seven people have been
diagnosed with a strange and unusual new kind of swine
flu in  California and Texas, the US Centres for Disease
Control and  Prevention reported on Thursday.

All seven people have recovered but the virus itself is
a  never-before-seen mixture of viruses typical among
pigs, birds  and humans, the CDC said. “We are likely to
find more cases,” the CDC’s Dr. Anne  Schuchat told a
telephone briefing. “We don’t think this is  time for major
concern around the country.”

The CDC reported the new strain of swine flu on
Tuesday in  two boys from California’s two southernmost
counties. Now, five more cases have been seen — all found
via normal  surveillance for seasonal influenza. None of the
patients,  whose symptoms closely resembled seasonal flu,
had any direct  contact with pigs.—MNA/Reuters

(dåriuk\ta-Pun\;�mc\.eAac\)(dåriuk\ta-Pun\;�mc\.eAac\)(dåriuk\ta-Pun\;�mc\.eAac\)(dåriuk\ta-Pun\;�mc\.eAac\)(dåriuk\ta-Pun\;�mc\.eAac\)
8:30 am
 8. International news
8:45 am
 9. Musical programme
11:00 am
 1. Martial song
11:10 am
 2. Musical programme
11:25 am
 3. Games for Children
11:50 am
 4. Round up of the

week’s TV local news
1:05 pm
 5. Yan can cook
1:25 pm
 6. Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´

{Aa;kiu;K¥s\q̈̈ek¥;etaq̈̈}{Aa;kiu;K¥s\q̈̈ek¥;etaq̈̈}{Aa;kiu;K¥s\q̈̈ek¥;etaq̈̈}{Aa;kiu;K¥s\q̈̈ek¥;etaq̈̈}{Aa;kiu;K¥s\q̈̈ek¥;etaq̈̈}

(Apiuc\;-39)(Apiuc\;-39)(Apiuc\;-39)(Apiuc\;-39)(Apiuc\;-39)
2:10 pm
 7. Sn\;Âky\T̈̈;�Ka;“pioc\p∑´ḿ¥a;Sn\;Âky\T̈̈;�Ka;“pioc\p∑´ḿ¥a;Sn\;Âky\T̈̈;�Ka;“pioc\p∑´ḿ¥a;Sn\;Âky\T̈̈;�Ka;“pioc\p∑´ḿ¥a;Sn\;Âky\T̈̈;�Ka;“pioc\p∑´ḿ¥a;

{{{{{Telematch”
2:45 pm
 8. International news

4:00 pm
 1. Martial song

4:10 pm
 2. Dance of national

races

4:20 pm
 3.  li∑oc\eka\“mio>ŕ́>k¥k\qereSac\li∑oc\eka\“mio>ŕ́>k¥k\qereSac\li∑oc\eka\“mio>ŕ́>k¥k\qereSac\li∑oc\eka\“mio>ŕ́>k¥k\qereSac\li∑oc\eka\“mio>ŕ́>k¥k\qereSac\

nv\;pvatk̊qiul\pc\meSac\nv\;pvatk̊qiul\pc\meSac\nv\;pvatk̊qiul\pc\meSac\nv\;pvatk̊qiul\pc\meSac\nv\;pvatk̊qiul\pc\meSac\

4:25 pm
 4. �mø;�mø;Âk∑Âk∑y√\ek¥;mOAk�mø;�mø;Âk∑Âk∑y√\ek¥;mOAk�mø;�mø;Âk∑Âk∑y√\ek¥;mOAk�mø;�mø;Âk∑Âk∑y√\ek¥;mOAk�mø;�mø;Âk∑Âk∑y√\ek¥;mOAk

4:35 pm
 5. Musical programme

4:45 pm
 6. Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;

Rup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;sa

ttiyṄs\ (pTŵ̂wc\AT̈;�po)ttiyṄs\ (pTŵ̂wc\AT̈;�po)ttiyṄs\ (pTŵ̂wc\AT̈;�po)ttiyṄs\ (pTŵ̂wc\AT̈;�po)ttiyṄs\ (pTŵ̂wc\AT̈;�po)

(pTŵ̂wc\)(pTŵ̂wc\)(pTŵ̂wc\)(pTŵ̂wc\)(pTŵ̂wc\)

5:00 pm
 7. Songs to uphold

National Spirit

5:05 pm
 8. ĝ̂tqMs√\Al̇Sc\ĝ̂tqMs√\Al̇Sc\ĝ̂tqMs√\Al̇Sc\ĝ̂tqMs√\Al̇Sc\ĝ̂tqMs√\Al̇Sc\

5:20 pm
 9. Games for Children

5:40 pm
10. �mn\ma>Del.Rui;ralk\eẇ>�mn\ma>Del.Rui;ralk\eẇ>�mn\ma>Del.Rui;ralk\eẇ>�mn\ma>Del.Rui;ralk\eẇ>�mn\ma>Del.Rui;ralk\eẇ>
6:00 pm
11. Evening news
6:30 pm
12. Weather report
6:35 pm
13. Al̇ṙamy\l̇kmıawy\Al̇ṙamy\l̇kmıawy\Al̇ṙamy\l̇kmıawy\Al̇ṙamy\l̇kmıawy\Al̇ṙamy\l̇kmıawy\
6:50 pm
14. p◊ßlk\ek¥ac\;eta\p◊ßlk\ek¥ac\;eta\p◊ßlk\ek¥ac\;eta\p◊ßlk\ek¥ac\;eta\p◊ßlk\ek¥ac\;eta\
7:10 pm
15. qBawpt\wn\;k¥c\Ṅc\.qBawpt\wn\;k¥c\Ṅc\.qBawpt\wn\;k¥c\Ṅc\.qBawpt\wn\;k¥c\Ṅc\.qBawpt\wn\;k¥c\Ṅc\.

Âk∑p\Âk∑p\Ait\Âk∑p\Âk∑p\Ait\Âk∑p\Âk∑p\Ait\Âk∑p\Âk∑p\Ait\Âk∑p\Âk∑p\Ait\
7:20 pm
16. Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´

{K¥s\q̈̈>qk\Ta;}{K¥s\q̈̈>qk\Ta;}{K¥s\q̈̈>qk\Ta;}{K¥s\q̈̈>qk\Ta;}{K¥s\q̈̈>qk\Ta;}
(Apiuc\;-7)(Apiuc\;-7)(Apiuc\;-7)(Apiuc\;-7)(Apiuc\;-7)

8:00 pm
17. News
18. International news
19. Weather report
20. kat∑n\;AŝAs√\kat∑n\;AŝAs√\kat∑n\;AŝAs√\kat∑n\;AŝAs√\kat∑n\;AŝAs√\

{diuc\NiueSamiqa;sus∑n\>sa;Kn\;}{diuc\NiueSamiqa;sus∑n\>sa;Kn\;}{diuc\NiueSamiqa;sus∑n\>sa;Kn\;}{diuc\NiueSamiqa;sus∑n\>sa;Kn\;}{diuc\NiueSamiqa;sus∑n\>sa;Kn\;}
(Apiuc\;-1)(Apiuc\;-1)(Apiuc\;-1)(Apiuc\;-1)(Apiuc\;-1)

21. Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑∑´
{ek¥;z̈̈;tc\påty\}{ek¥;z̈̈;tc\påty\}{ek¥;z̈̈;tc\påty\}{ek¥;z̈̈;tc\påty\}{ek¥;z̈̈;tc\påty\}
(Apiuc\;-4)(Apiuc\;-4)(Apiuc\;-4)(Apiuc\;-4)(Apiuc\;-4)
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NAY PYI TAW, 24 April—A ceremony to sign
Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation to
combat trafficking in persons between Myanmar and
Thailand was held at Golden Palace Hotel in Nay Pyi
Taw this afternoon.  Chairman of the Central Commit-
tee for Prevention of Trafficking in Person Minister for
Home Affairs Maj-Gen Maung Oo delivered a speech
on the occasion.

Also present were members of the Central
Committee for Prevention of Trafficking in Person
Deputy Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement Brig-Gen Kyaw Myint, Deputy Minister
for Immigration and Population Brig-Gen Win Sein,
Deputy Minister for Labour Brig-Gen Tin Tun Aung,
Deputy Minister for National Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Col Thurein Zaw, Deputy
Minister for Health Dr Mya Oo, Deputy Chief Justice
U Tun Tun Oo, Chief of Myanmar Police Force Brig-
Gen Khin Yi and departmental heads, Vice-Chief of
MPF Police Brig-Gen Zaw Win, senior police offic-
ers and delegation members led by Minister of Social
Development and Human Security of Thailand Mr
Issara Somchai.

Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen Maung
Oo said that  the two countries need to cooperate
because  human trafficking is complex. He also
commended the achievements of Myanmar and
Thailand—along with GMS countries—under the

Myanmar and Thailand sign MoU on
cooperation to combat human trafficking

Commit MoU, as well as other regional mechanism
which addresses the human trafficking problem.
They vowed to combat cross-border trafficking with

a relationship that will enable pragmatic and genu-
ine cooperation, he added.

(See page 7)

The design on layout plan of the whole Nay Pyi Taw International Airport.—MNA

It was at dawn in
the Myanmar month of
Tagu, so the whole scene
was slightly vague amidst
the fog. As soon as the
sun rose, the outline of
the scene at the airport
became distinct, and it
captivated the large
crowd including the me-
dia team. The bore pile
driving machines stood
magnificently as though
they were awaiting the
launch of the ceremony
to drive bore piles.

Soon after that,
Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council General Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint
Oo pressed the button to
drive bore piles nine times
each. At that time, a
breeze blew, which was
expected to be a good
omen of the good reputa-
tion of Nay Pyi Taw In-
ternational Airport to the
international community.
There    will     soon    be

(See page 8)

Nay Pyi Taw International Airport to emerge soon
Article and Photos: Tin Htwe (MNA)

Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen Maung Oo and Minister of Social Development and
Human Security of Thailand Mr Issara Somchai signing MoU on cooperation to combat

human trafficking. —MNA
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