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[ Senior General Than Shwe sends felicitationsto|
President of Socialist Republic of Vietnam

NAay Pyi Taw, 2 Sept —On the occasion of the 63 rd Anniversary of the National Day of the
Socialist Republicof Vietham, which fallson 2 September 2008, HisExcellency Senior General Than
Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, hassent a
message of felicitationsto HisExcellency Mr Nguyen Minh Triet, President of the Socialist Republic

of Vietham. — MNA
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye sendsfelicitations
to Vice-President of Socialist Republic of Vietham

NAay Pyi Taw, 2 Sept — On the occasion of the 6§Anniver§ary of the National Day of the
Socialist Republic of Vietham, which fallson 2 September 2008, HisExcellency Vice-Senior Gener al
MaungAye, Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council of theUnion of Myanmar,
has sent a message of felicitationsto Her Excellency Madame Nguyen Thi Doan,Vice-President of
the Socialist Republic of Vietham. — MNA

Prime Minister sendsfelicitationsto
Socialist Republic of Vietham

Nay Pyi Taw, 2 Sept —On the occasion of the 63 rd Anniversary of the National Day of the
Socialist Republic of Vietham, which fallson 2 September 2008, HisExcellency General Thein Sein,
Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency

Mr Nguyen Tan Dung, Prime Minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietham. — MNA

- Four political objectives
Stability of the State, community peace and

*

- Four economi

*
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tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emer gence of a new enduring State Consti-
tution

Buildingof anewmoder ndeveloped nationin
accord with the new State Constitution

| cobjectives
Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-
round development of other sectors of the
economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

Development of theeconomy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sour ces inside the country
and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and the
national peoples

,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
ards of the entire nation
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/ Construction of \ Biofertilizer s help boost
Nay Pyi Taw-Taungnyo- production of cropsin
Magway Road in progress| | seawater-flooded farmlands

YaNncon, 1 Sept —

Minister for Construction | Magway District Senior Road. — MNA
Maj-Gen Saw Tun to- | Engineer U Saw Theinon | S s Su e e e vy 0 wum

. - = A e - PO, ol o o g
gether with officials of | maintenance of Kani- | = =" "&kﬁ.‘.‘ A :

Public Works inspected

maintenance tasks at | Road, construction of & . \ SRR
Pathein-Monywa Road | Bridge No. 1/27 across ‘"é:“!*

sections such as
Kazunma-Y epya section
and Padan-K azunma sec-
tion and along Seikphyu-
Salin-Minbu Road on 30
August.

At Ayeyawady
Guesthouse briefing hall
of the Ministry of Con-
struction on 31 August
morning, the minister
heard reports by Minbu
District Senior Engineer
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U Toe Khaing and

Minbu-Salin-Tanyaung

Yin Creek on
Taungdwingyi-Myothit-
Natmauk Road, construc-
tion of Nay Pyi Taw
Taungnyo-Myothit-
Magway Road and future
tasks.

After giving neces-
sary instruction, themin-
ister oversaw construc-
tion of roads and bridges
along Magway-
Taungdwingyi-

Taungnyo-Nay Pyi Taw

[Article by Maung Maung Myint SNE]

Being an agro-based
country, Myanmar istak-

7/29/18, 6:57 PM
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Paddy fields in seawater-flooded areas can produce better per acre'yi'eld if
biofertilizers are used systematically.

ing avariety of measures
to improve the agricul-
tural sector. Many farm-
lands in Ayeyawady Di-
vision were flooded by
seawater duetothestorm
that occurredinearly May
this year. In this regard,
an interview was con-
ducted with some agri-
culturalists.

Regarding seawater
floods triggered by the
storm, General Manager
(Retd) DrWinHtin (PhD)
of the Land Resources
Utilization Department

‘ (See page 10)
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Strive for development
of border areas and
national races

According to geographical conditions,
there were transport barriers between border
areasand inland areas of the nation in the past.
As a result, the country lagged behind in
development.

At present, the government is building
infrastructures in transport, education, health
and economic sector sfor development of bor der
areas and national races.

M eanwhile, technical trainingschoolswer e
opened in border areaswith aview to equipping
national raceswithtechnical skillsand producing
qualified worker sfor ensuringur banization and
industrial development.

The opening of technical training schools
in Sittway, L aukkai, Panghsam and M ongla has
contributed alot totheemer genceof technicians
such as car penter s, masons, mechanics, electric
welders, etc.

Inthesameway, arrangementshavebeen
made for national races in border areasto be
ableto pursue domestic science. Basic domestic
sciencetrainingcour se, advanced sewingcour se,
domestic science course (rattan) and domestic
science cour se (bamboo) of Women’s Domestic
Science School in Lashio, Shan State (North)
wer e opened on 25 August.

Likewise, courses of women’'s domestic
scienceschoolsin Kachin State, Shan State(East),
Kayah State and Sagaing Division wer e opened
on the same day.

With the extended opening of technical
training schools and women’s domestic science
schools, it iscertainthat national racesin border
areaswill be able to enjoy the fruits of regional
development and higher socio-economic status.

-~

Opposethoserelying on external eements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

/
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YaNGon, 1 Sept —
SheiphiaHolding Co Ltd
of Malaysia cooperating
inagricultural sector with
ShweThanlwin Company
donated Hockey sport
gear at aceremony on 27
August.

Present were
Chairmen of Mon State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
South-East Command
Maj-GenThet NaingWin,
secretary U Khin Maung
Tun, Dr Ebrahim and Dr
Rohani, chief executive
directors of Sheiphia
Holding SDN. BHD,
resident representative U
Kyaw Naing (Excellent
Performance in Social
Field-Third Class),
general manager U Min
Swe of Shwe Thanlwin
Co Ltd, responsible

persons and guests.
Resident Repre-
sentative of Sheiphia
Holding SDN. BHD
U Kyaw Naing explained
purposes of donation and
facts about the Hockey

sport gear. Lt-Col Maung
Maung Myint, on behalf
of the commander,
accepted 24 hockey sticks,
15 hockey balls and
goalkeeper suit worth k
2.2 million—MNA

alaysian hockey assistance for Myanmar }

Chief executive
directors of Sheiphia
Holding donating
hockey gear.

\_ MNA P,

/Maj-Gen Hla Tun delivers an address at WOI’P
proficiency course No. 35 for heads of
township revenue department.
MNA

[Pyapon gets mor e school s]

[High tide, but no danger]

Yancon, 1 Sept—Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Mgj-Gen Soe Naing inspected construction
of primary school buildinginHmawby Villagedonated
by Dr Naing Tun Aung in Pyapon Township on 30
August.

Theminister viewed rain-fed paddy plantations
of farmer U Myint Soe in Aungthaya Village and
inspected Basic Education High School.

Next, the minister looked into construction of
primary school building of Thamainhtaw Theingon
Village donated by wellwisher Daw Than Than Lay
and school building of Pyapon No. 1 BEHS.

In Pyapon, the minister met with chairmen of
District/Township/Ward Peace and Devel opment
Councils and departmental officials of Kyaiklat and
Pyapon townships.

MNA

Y ANGON, 1
Sept—The public are
hereby informed that
exceptionally high spring
of from20.18feett020.95
feet high abovethedatum
are expected to occur in
Y angon River during the
period 30™ August to 4"
September 2008.That itis

not serious because the
high tide have reached up
to 21.7 feet high above
datum in the year 2006
and 2007, and that the
warning is issued only
because high tide reaches
over 20 feet high above
datum.

MNA
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Work proficiency course
opens

Nay Pyi Taw, 1
Sept—Work proficiency

courseNo. 35for headsof
township revenue
departmentsof thelnternal
Revenue Department, the
Ministry of Finance and
Revenue, was opened at
the ministry here this
morning. Minister for
Financeand RevenueMaj-
Gen Hla Tun addressed
the course opening
ceremony and cordially
greeted the trainees.

The four-week
course is being attended
by atotal of 51 heads of
township revenue
departments.

MNA



Japanese PM Yasuo Fukudaresigns

Tokyo, 1 Sept—The
Japanese prime minister,
Yasuo Fukuda, today
resigned from the post
after lessthan ayear amid
deadlock in his coalition
government.

The increasingly
unpopular 72-year-oldhas
been struggling to cope
with adivided parliament
in which opposition
parties control the upper
house and can delay
legislation.

Speculation that
Fukudawould haveto go
has been simmering for
some months as his
popularity slumped inthe
faceof risingfuel andfood
prices.

Mr Yasuo Fukuda.
Last week, his
government unveiled
plans for tax cuts and a
major injection of
government spending to
cushion the blow of
inflation, but the latest
opinion polls showed
support for him and his

government
continuing to fall.

Fukuda's resignation
will not necessarily trigger
agenera election.

Hisparty, the Liberal
Democratic party, must
pick anew leader and win
the confidence of
parliament’ s lower house
in order to continue
leading Japan’s coalition
government.

Fukuda’'s decision
addstoaperiodof political
instability for Japan. He
took over following the
sudden resignation of his
predecessor, Shinzo Abe,
who lasted only 12
months.

was

Internet
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Geor gia admitsdropping cluster bombs

NEw York, 1 Sept—
Georgia has admitted
dropping cluster bombs
duringitsattempttoregain
control of its breakaway
provinceof South Ossetia,
ahuman rightsgroup said
today.

Human RightsWatch
saidithadreceivedaletter
fromtheGeorgiandefence
ministry acknowledging
the use of M85 cluster
bombs near the Roki
tunnel that connectsSouth
Ossetiawith Russia.

Georgia launched its
ill-fated campaign to
retake South Ossetia last
month, prompting Russia
to invade Georgia and
occupy Georgianterritory.

10 killed in

shelling in

Pakistan’s

tribal area

IsLamaBA, 1Sept. —
At least 10 people were
killed as a shell hit their
house in Pakistan’s tribal
areaonMonday, theNews
Network International
(NNI) news agency
reported.

The10people, mostly
women and children
belonging to the same
family werekilledwhena
shell fired by security
forcesagainst themilitants
landed at their house at
thetown of Enayat Qilain
Bajaur tribal region,
according to NNI.

Interior Advisor to
Prime Minister Rehman
Malik last week said
security forceswould halt

operationagainstmilitants |
withrespecttothelslamic | &

holy month of Ramadan,
which will begin on
Tuesday.

I nternet

Death toll risesto 40 in SW
China earthquake

HuiLi, Sichuan,1 Sept
— Two more deaths were
reported Monday after-
noon in Huili County,
bringingthedeathtoll from
the 6.1-magnitude quake
that struck southwest
China’'s  Sichuanand
Yunnan provinces on
Saturday to 40, according
to local authorities.

Thecounty inSichuan
reported 25deathsas8a.m.

-

e i
sits beside her damaged house,

Monday. The Ministry of
Civil Affairsannouncedon
Monday night that the
quake had injured 675
peopleasof 4p.m. Monday
in the two provinces.
More than 392,000
houses collapsed or were
destroyed and about
181,000 people were
evacuated. A total of
941,000 people were
affected, saidtheministry.

following an earthquake which hit the Lazha
Village in Panzhihua of southwest China’s
Sichuan province Sunday, on 31 Aug, 2008.

ThequakejoltedHuili
and Panzhihua, both in
Sichuan, and autonomous
prefectures of Chuxiong,
Dadli, LijiangandZhaotong
cities, all in Yunnan
Province. Kunming, the
capital of Y unnan, wasalso
hit.Most of the fatalities
were in Huili, Chuxiong
and Panzhihua, which sit
on the southern end of the
fault line involved in the
massiveMay 12 quakethat
left more than 69,000
people dead and nearly
18,000 missing.

More than 15,120
tents, 20,000 quiltsand 15
million yuan (about 2.2
million US dollars) in aid
have been alocated to the
guake areas in Sichuan.
The Yunnan provincial
government will allocate
30 million yuan for quake
relief apart from tents and
quilts, according to the
ministry.—Xinhua

N
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An armoured vehicle enters the Roki tunﬁel in .

South Ossetia.

The South Ossetia
conflict wasthefirst time
cluster bombs were
deployed since the
Lebanon war in 2006,
when M85s were used
extensively by Israel
against Hizbullah.

Cluster munitions,
which contain dozens or
hundreds of smaller
submunitionsor bombl ets,
have been condemned
because of their capacity

tokillandmaimcivilians.
Many do notimmediately
explode, causing civilian
casualties for months or
years to come.

The convention on
cluster munitions agreed
in May comprehensively
bans the use, production,
trade and stockpiling of
theweapon. Itwill beopen
for signature in Oslo on
December 3.

Internet

5 children killed in military actions, furthering anti-UStension

KausL, 1 Sept—
Foreign and Afghan
forceskilledfivechildren
in two separate incidents
Monday, further
inflaming tensions in the
country over the killings
of civiliansby troopsfrom
the US and other
countries.

NATO said it
accidentally killed three
children in an artillery
strike in  eastern
Afghanistan. It said
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NATO forces fired the
rounds after insurgents
attacked its patrol in
Gayan district of Paktika
province and one of the
roundshit ahouse, killing
threechildrenandinjuring
seven civilians.

In a separate
incident, foreign and
Afghanforceskilledaman
and his two children and
during araid near Kabul,
policeand witnessessaid.
Angry mengatheredat the

victims' house in the
Utkhell area east of the
capital, where the three
bodies were displayed
inside a mud-walled
compound. The man’s
wife was wounded in the
operation, said Yahya
Khan, acousin.

The latest deaths
deepened strains between
theAfghangovernment—
under pressure from an
increasingly irate public -
and foreign forces in the

country who are accused
of Killing dozens of
civilians only in the past
few weeks.

Internet

Blast in Philippine bus
terminal kills 6

MANILA, 1 Sept — A
powerful blast ripped
throughabusat aterminal
in the troubled southern
Philippines on Monday,
killing six people and
injuring 27 others, army
and police said.

Cesario Darantinan,
police chief in Davao del

Sur province  on
Mindanao, said the bus
was  waiting for

passengers at a terminal
inthetown of Digoswhen
an explosive device went
off inside the vehicle.

“It could have been a
crude bomb that was set
off remotely,” Darantinan
said. “The explosion was
so powerful that the bus
was amost broken into
two.”

Twenty-sevenpeople
were wounded, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Lyndon
Paniza, commander of an

0 Manila | 2

PHILIPPINES

0 Digos

army battalionintheares,
told reporters, adding that
troops were checking
hospitalsinthevicinity to
verify if there were any
more victims.

Nogroup hasclaimed
responsibility for the
attack, the second such
incident since July this
year.

Darantinan said the
ownersand managersof a
local bus firm operating
in the area had been
receivingthreatsafter they
had turned down extortion
attempts by a criminal
gang known as “al
Khobar”.

Internet

A boy carries his
belongings next to the
rubble of hishome

which was destroyed in a -

USairstrikein the
village of Azizabad in
the Shindand district of
Herat province,
Afghanistan.

7/29/18, 6:57 PM
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Venezuela reectsvisit of
US anti-drug chief

C ARACAS, 1 Sept— The
Venezuelan Foreign Min-
istry hasregjected avisit by
John P. Walters, director
of the US National Drug
Control Policy office,
caling the proposed trip
useless and ill-timed.

A ministry statementis-

“would better use histime
to control the flourishing
drug trafficking and abuse
in his own country.”
Venezuelans are dis-
pleased with the visit, it
added. The fight against
drugs has actually seen
“significant progress in

sued Sunday said the| Venezuelain the last few
American anti-drug chief | years, especialy sincethe

N L ebanon clasheskill one

| mam, wound three others

BeiruT, 1 Sep— A gun battle between Sunni Mus-
lims and Alawites in a north Lebanon village mosque
on Sunday left one Imam killed and three others
wounded, Local Naharnet website reported Monday.

Automatic weapons and rocket-propelled grenades
were used in the fighting in the village of Sheikhlar,
which left Imam Ezzedine Qassem killed and was
“triggered by dispute between villagers,” the report
said.

Security officials said that rescue workers had not
been unable to enter because of the intensity of the

Bolivarian government
ended the cooperation
programs with the US
Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration (DEA),” the
statement said.

Venezuela ended coop-
eration with the DEA in
2006, accusingit of espio-
nage. The government of
President Hugo Chavez
reaffirmed Sunday that
the DEA operated in an
illegal way onVenezuelan
territory, and openly con-
spired against the South
American country’s
democratic and constitu-
tional order.

The US government has
been able to send thou-
sands of soldiers to Iraq
and to persecute Latin
American countries, yet it
wasinefficient in thefight
against drugs, the minis-

Olmert, Abbas still cling to
peace deal within 2008

N

JERusAaLEM, 1 Sept—Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas on Sunday
agreed that the two sides still aim to
reach a peace deal within 2008, local
daily Ha’ aretz reported.

The two leaders met in the early
afternoon in Jerusalem for the second
time since probes-plagued Olmert an-
nounced on 30 July that he would not

contend in the upcoming primary of his
ruling Kadima party and would resign
upon the election of his successor.
During the meeting, the pair pledged
to continue the negotiationsfor apeace
pact by the end of this year, as they
promised at a US-hosted peace confer-
ence at Annapolislast November when
they resumed the long-stalled peace
talks, according to the report.—Internet

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
(R) meetswith Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas at the former’s
official residencein Jerusalem,
Israel, on 31 August, 2008. The two
leaders met on Sunday and agreed
that the two sides still aim to reach a
peace deal within 2008.

XINHUA

fighting at the time, the report added. try statement said.
Internet Internet
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Sailing ships are seen in he port of Brerhaven, northern Gérmany, at the

windjammer meeting ‘ Luette Sail’, on 31 Aug, 2008. Over 200 sailing ships
from 19 nationstook part in the five-day event that attracted nearly one
million spectators.—INTERNET

5.8 magnitude
earthquake hits
New Zealand
North Idland

WELLINGTON, 1 Sept—
An earthquake measuring
5.8 on the Richter scale
struck New Zealand's
North Island on Monday,
the GNS Science said.

The quake, which oc-
curred at 1:21 pm local
time (1:21 GMT Mon-
day), was centered 10 km
southeast of the central
North Island town of

% | Turangi and 260 km north

of Wellington at a depth
of 80 km. No casualties
or damage werereported.
It was felt throughout
the central North Island
and as far south as the

Kapiti Coast.
I nternet

Anti-war protestersset to stage
massiverally at opening day of
Republic convention

St PauL, The United States, 1 Sept—Anti-war pro-
testers said Sunday that they will still stage a massive
raly as the Republican National Convention (RNC)
kicks off here on 1 Sept.

The convention’ s scaled-back activities and a se-
ries of law enforcement raids will not force them to
change the rally plan, Jess Sundin, a spokeswoman
for the Coalition to March on the RNC and Stop the
War, told reporters. “ Plansfor tomorrow’s massive an-
tiwar march are well in hand,” he said, “People will
not let the RNC gather in St Paul without aloud and
clear response from us.” The coalition’s protest will
begin at 11 am (1600 GMT) with arally at the Minne-
sota State Capitol building and continue with amarch
past the Republican convention headquarters at the
Xcel Energy Center in St Paul.

Or ganizers have said they expect as many as
50,000 people to participate. The event comes a day
after convention organizers announced that they will
scale back Monday’ s activities because of the expected
landfall of Hurricane Gustav on the Gulf Coast.

Internet

lran’s Supreme Leader callsfor

air force fleet upgrade

TeHERAN, 1 Sept—
Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
on Sunday called on the
newly-appointed Iranian
air force chief to further
enhancethe fleet’s equip-
ment, the English-lan-
guage Press TV satellite
channel reported.

Khamenei on Sun-
day appointed Brigadier
General Hassan Shah-
Safiasthe new chief com-
mander of Iran’s Air
Force, replacing Brigadier
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General Ahmad Migani.

Khamenei recommen-
ded the new commander
to boost combat prepared-
ness of the air force and
proceed with programsin
line with self-sufficiency
and updating hardware
of the air force, in re-
sponse to Western threats
of a military air strike
on Iranian nuclear facili-
ties.

The United States and
its allies have accused
Iran of trying to develop

nuclear weapons under
the cover of acivilian nu-
clear program. Iran has
deniedthe US chargesand
insisted that its nuclear
program is for peaceful
purposes only.

Earlier in August,
Migani, former com-
mander of Iran’sair force,
announced that the coun-
try had revamped its
fighter jet fleet to fly
3,000 km without
refueling.

Internet

Members of the Ecuadorean rescue police squad walk near the debris of a
Venezuelan cargo plane that crashed in Latacunga on 31 August, 2008. A
Venezuelan planewith a handful of peopleon board hasgonemissingin Ecuador,
officials from both South American countries said on Sunday.—I NTERNET

7/29/18, 6:57 PM



Chinato produceworld’s
fastest bullet train

BElJing, 1 Sept —
China will produce the
world'sfastest bullet train
for the Beijing-Shanghai
high-speed railway, a se-
nior railway official has
said.

Zhang Shuguang,
deputy chief engineer
with the Ministry of Rail-
ways, said the domesti-
cally developed train will
run at 380 kph, the high-
est speed for any railway
in the world.

And if the project ma-
terializes, the travel time

between the two metropo-
liseswill be cut from five
to around four hours, en-
hancing therail network’s

competitive edge against
airlines, he said.
Previously, China

planned to run trains at
350 kph on the 1,318-km
Bejing-Shanghai line, the
same speed as on the
Beijing-Tianjin intercity
passenger railway that
opened a month ago.
And the travel timeis
estimated at five hours,
about half of the current

time. Manufacturing 380-
kph trainsin Chinais al-
ready possibleintermsof
technology, he said.
China has established
a comprehensive system
for bullet train manufac-
turing, including basic
theory, design, manufac-
ture, maintenance and ap-
praisal, hesaid. —Xinhua
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Thefirst intercity train between Beijing and

Tianjin departs from Beijing South Railway Station
for Tianjin, Beijing, capital of China, on 1 Aug,
2008.China will produce the world’ s fastest bullet
train for the Beijing-Shanghai high-speed railway,
a senior railway official has said. —XINHUA

SAfrica Tourism Exposition
postponed to 2009

Lusaka, 1 Sept— The Southern Africa Tourism
Exposition (SATX), which was schedul ed to take place
in Zambia's Livingstone this month, has been post-

poned to the next year.

The exposition would now be held between April
and May, 2009, according to Times of Zambia on Mon-
day. The total budget for the exhibition is 1.9 billion
Kwacha (540,000 U.Sdallars), athough not al thefunds

werein place yet.

Exhibitors from the Southern African development
Community and across Africa had been invited to the
event, organizers said.—Xinhua

P
Bulgaria’s Foreign
Minister Ivailo Kalfin
(L) shakes hands with
Chinese Foreign
Minister Yang Jiechi
during their meeting in
Sofia, capital of
Bulgaria, on 31 Aug,
2008.

XINHUA
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Indonesian
energy firm
eyes $800 min
power projects

JAKARTA, 1 Sept— In-
donesian state-owned en-
ergy company Adhi Karya
sought apossihility to de-
velop four steam power
plants projects worth 800
million US dollars, a pa-
per said here Monday.

Director for finance of
the company Indradjaja
Manopol was quoted by
Bisnisdaily as saying that
the funds to finance the
projects would be from
rights issue of the shares
of the company.

“Now, we are conduct-
ing negotiation to get the
projects,” he said.

Thedirector expected
that the negotiation would
be completed before the
year end.

Indonesian State-Ow-
ned Enterprises Minister
Sofyan Djdlil said that the
government was ready to
purchase the shares re-
leased by firmsas soon as
at the end of thisyear.
Xinhua

All items from Xinhua NewsAgency

Report: Melting Kilimanjaro glaciers

DARES SALAAM, 1 Sept
— Farmers near the foot
of Mount Kilimanjaro
have been reporting
floods caused by the melt-
ing Kilimanjaro glaciers
even during the dry sea-
son of the year.

Local English news-
paper The African on
Monday quoted a
Mwangafarmer assaying
that the amount of water
from the mountain had

flood farms

been enormous this year
to have submerged farms
and roads.

“I have never seen
suchathing for thelast 45
years of my life,” said
Mwanganga Juma who
added that the situation
was even worse at Kapori
near the main road lead-
ing up to Marangu where
al the farms are under
water.

Irrigation technician

Wilfred Mangale ex-
plained to the newspaper
that this year’s melting
snow on themountain was
sending moreweter volume
down than the areahad got
during the heaviest of all

rainy seasonsin the past.
Another local farmer,
Aziz KavughaMchomvu,
said that even the under-
ground water table had
been raised by the floods.
Xinhua

Tokyo stocks dive

Tokyo, 1 Sept—Tokyo
stocks dived Monday.

The 225-issue Nikkei
Stock Averagelost 238.69
points, or 1.83 percent,
fromFriday t012,834.18.

The broader Topix
index of all First Section
issuesontheTokyo Stock
Exchange was down
24.07 points, or 1.92 per-
cent, t0 1,230.64. Onthe
First Section, declining
issues out-numbered
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advancing ones 1,485 to
194, with 41 others re-
maining unchanged.

Tradingvolumeonthe
main section came to
1,342.13 million shares,
down from Friday’s
1,779.25 million.

Vaue leader Mizuho
Financial Group plunged
9,000 yen, or nearly 2
percent, to 461,000 yen.

Volume leader GS
Y uasa, a manufacturer of

batteries, climbed 18yen,
or over 3 percent, to 580
yen. The TSE's Second
Section index was down
9.04 points, or 0.35
percent, to 2,555.02 on a
volume of 27.97 million
shares.

On the Osaka Securi-
ties Exchange, the near-
term September Nikkei
225index futurescontract
was down 220 points to
12,840. —Internet

Shenzhen plansto build six new ports

Beling, 1 Sept— The
southern city Shenzhen
will accelerateitsintegra-
tionwith Hong Kong with
the construction of an-
other six ports linking it
with the special admini-
strative region.

Cao Shaoye, director
of Shenzhen Port Office,
was quoted by Hong
Kong-based newspaper

Ta Kung Pao as saying
that the scheme had re-
ceivedinitia backingfrom
theNational Development
and Reform Commission
and concrete construction
plans are under delibera-
tion.

According to the
newspaper, the six ports
to be constructed are
Liantang Port, Longhua

Railway Port, Fujian
Guangzhou-Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Passengers
Port, Dachan Gulf Harbor
Port, Nan’ ao Tourists Port
and a port connecting the
airports in Shenzhen and
Hong Kong viaan under-
seatunnel. The ports will
link Shenzhen and Hong
Kong by land, seaand rail.

Xinhua

W

1)
%

old tiger’s head

scientists put on a collar with a satellite tracker on the animal in the academy of
sciences Ussuri reservein Russia’'s Far East, on 31 August, 2008. —INTERNET
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Literacy For All: A Global Initiative
U TinNvyo
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INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY
X 8 September 2008 )

Education as Social Elevator

As EDUCATION is regarded as social
elevator, literacy, the main foundation of education
becomes a global challenge to overcome for all
countries in the world. Due to the tremendous and
continuous efforts the statistics show improvement
during last decades, but the challenge remains a
threat to some countrieswherethe situation does not
favour. There are estimated 774 million illiterate
adults and two thirds of whom are women and most
of themarefromlow-income, often heavily indebted
countries with widespread household poverty. The
lowest literacy rates are found in Africa, South and
West Asiaand the Arab States.
The definitions of literacy

Thedefinitionsof literacy vary fromcountries
to countriesbased ontheir own context such asbasic
literacy, post-literacy, functional literacy, and skills-
based literacy and so on. |n some countries, eventhe
termcompulter literacy isusedto scaleupthepotential
of the citizens for the social and economic
development. But basic literacy is by no means the
minimum prerequisite for life long learning society
to face the challenges of the 21% century. With the
change of concept, one futurist refersto literacy as
‘theilliterates of the 21% century won’ t be thosewho
can't read and write but those who can’t learn,
unlearn and relearn’.
Education for All plan and literacy

After the declaration of EDUCATION for
ALL in1990 in Jomtien, the nations with close
cooperation and support of UN agencies and
organizations initiated their own plans to combat
illiteracy. This movement was being reinforced by
another global commitment of Education for All
plan to be continued from 2000 to 2015 after the
Global Education Forum held in Dakar, Senegal.

Education for All (EFA) planin all countries
encompasses Literacy and Continuing Education as
one of the six goals to be implemented for all
countries. The fourth EFA goal is* achieving a 50
per cent improvement in levels of adult literacy by
2015, especially for women, and equitable accessto
basic and continuing education for all adults.” This
also meansthat there will be alot of illiterates after
the year 2015 creating an unaccomplished task for
all countries. The challenge will continue for
centuries.

Reaching the Unreached

The most difficult task for al countries is to
facilitate the remaining adult illiterates to become
literates. For this, UNESCO istrying to encourage all
countries to prepare EFA Mid-Decade Assessment
Report in 2007-08 focusing on the unreached and
underserved groups. In this regards, the theme
“Reaching the Unreached” is adopted as the theme
for all countries to identify the groups whom to be
given top priorities for the implementation of EFA.
Now UNESCO, SEAMEO and ASEAN has jointly
initiated a common task to address the unreached and
underserved groupsin South East Asian countriesand
to facilitate these countries for the realizing of EFA
2015 goals.

International Literacy Day

September 8 was proclaimed | nternational
Literacy Day by UNESCO on November 17, 1965. It
wasfirst celebrated on 1966. Theaimistohighlightthe
importanceof literacy toindividuals, communitiesand
societies. Thethemelnternational Literacy Day changes
fromyear to year and thethemefor 2008is* Literacy
and Health,” placing special focus on the vital
relationship between literacy and health. In particular,
International Literacy Day 2008 hasastrong emphasis
on Literacy and Epidemics with a focus on

communicable diseases such as HIV, Tuberculosis
and Malaria, some of the world's most important
public health concerns. This reminds us that only
basic skills of reading, writing and numeracy are not
enoughfor theimprovement of not only theindividual
but also the family and the community wellbeing.
Literacy is an empowering process and essential to
development. Right health care practices can help
develop the healthy world.
UNESCO Literacy Prizes

UNESCO is evaluating literacy programmes
and projects around the world and literacy
organizations are awarded for their excellent
performancein literacy programmes yearly. For the
year 2008 UNESCO Literacy Prizes are awarded to
literacy projects as follows:
* UNESCO International Reading Association
Literacy Prize is awarded to the Curitiba City
Council in Brazil
*  The UNESCO King Sgong Literacy Prize
goestothePeople sAction ForumfromZambia
* UNESCO Confucious Prizes for Literacy to
Operation Upgrade of South Africa and the
Adult and Non-formal Education in Ethiopia.
UN Initiatives

As mention