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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation .

* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

*  Building of anew moder n developed nation *
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture asthe base and all-round develop-

ment of other sector sof the economy aswell _
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside

the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe

hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Second Meeting of Sixth State Central Working
Committee of Sangha concludes successfully

Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kumara delivers opening address at 2nd Meeting of

3 --“"#

Sixth State Central Working Committee of the Sahgha. — MNA

=

Yancon, 19March—  TheSecondMeetingo
the Sixth State Central Working Committee of the
Sangha was held at Maha Pasana Cave on Thiri
Mingala Kaba Aye Hill from 17 to 19 March.

First, Ovadacariya Sayadaws for the meeting
were elected.

On 17 March, Chairman of the SCWCS
Magway Maha Withutayama Taikthit Sayadaw
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammaj otika Bhaddanta Kumara presided over
the meeting, and Joint-Secretary Sayadaw AggaMaha
Pandita Bhaddanta M anitasiribhivamsa acted as M C.

Chairman Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kumara gave

f Sammodaniya Saraniya Ovadakatha.

The meeting put on record Ovadagariya
Sayadaws, State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee
Sayadaws and SCWCS Sayadaws who passed away
thisyear.

Joint-Secretary Sayadaw Dwipitakadhara
Agga Maha Pandita Bhaddanta Nimala sought the
approva of the meeting for Ovadagariya Sayadaws,
SSMNC Sayadaws and SCWCS Sayadaws elected.

Secretary Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddhammajotika
Bhaddanta Osadhabhivamsasubmitted thebrief report
of the SSMNC, and the Sayadawsdi scussed thereport.

On 18 March, Vice-Chairman Sayadaw Agga
M aha Pandita Bhaddanta Tejosarabhivamsa presided
over the meeting, and Joint-Secretary Agga Maha
Pandita Agga Maha Kammathanagariya
Dwi pitakakovida Bhaddanta Jagarabhivamsaacted as
MC.

Joint-Secretary SayadawsAggaM ahaPandita
BhaddantaM anitasiribhivamsaand AggaM ahaPandita
Nimala responded to the suggestions submitted by
members of the SCWCS.

In the afternoon, the meeting discussed
Vinichiya, religious and education affairs.

(See page 8)
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National raceswill havetherightsto establish region and state hluttaws, gover n-
ing bodies, and region and state high courts.

Similarly, the self-administered division and self-administered zones will be
vested with theright toform respectiveleading bodiesand to exer ciselegislativeand
executivepowers. Thedraft constitution also stipulatestherightsfor ethnic minori-

tieswho have not got aregion, state or self-administered division or zone yet.
PaGe 7

| Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

AN OBSERVER
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Protect endangered species

There are over one million species of
birds and animals including insects in the
world. Myanmar isone of the countrieswith
the richest biodiversity in Asia. Out of 144
endanger ed speciesin theworld, ninecan be
found only in Myanmar.

Goldendeer thatincludeintheninespecies
arebeingprotected in Chatthin Sanctuaryin
Sagaing Division. Though three kinds of
speciesof thegolden deer arefound in South
East Asia, therearenowonly Myanmagolden
deer left.

Moreover, the population of tigers
wor ldwide gradually declines. Tiger species
can befound onlyin 13countries. Thatiswhy
efforts are being made for establishment of
5,000-mile-longtiger protection corridor for
endanger ed tigersin cooperation with eight
Asian countriesincluding Myanmar .

Geographical conditions in Hukaung
Valley create a suitable place for survival of
thetigers. Thereareonly onehundred tigers
in Myanmar. Tiger conservation is being
undertaken in Hukaung Valley by Forest
Department in cooperation with Wildlife
Conservation Society (WCYS).

Too much extraction of wildlife, plants
and fish, establishment of plantation after
clearing the natural forests and pollution
endanger the existence of biodiversity in the
longrun. Thereforeall of usneed to conserve
the environment.

Protection of land and marineresour ces
is our concern. Cutting down trees
indiscriminately, hunting and trading of
wildlife products are to be controlled
systematically. All the people are to
participate in the tasks for conservation of
rarebirdsand wildlife.

As more species have been in danger,
ecosystems have become unstable or
collapsed. People all over the world have to
exert greater effortsto protect endangered
Species.

-~

Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stabil
Oppose foreign nations interfering in i

(% % % *

Opposethoserelying on external eements, acting as stooges, holding negative views

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

ity of the State and progress of the nation
nternal affairs of the State

/

Echo Cardiogram donated to
Jivitadana Sangha Hospital
: T J:zkill ' B

/ JIVITADANA' SANGHA HOSPITAL \

Sayadaw Ashin Shi Fa Zhao presents
documents related to Echo Cardiogram to
U Maung Tin. —H

Y AnGON, 19 March — Sayadaw Ashin Shi Fa
Zhao of Buddha Tooth Relic Monastery in Singapore
and Cardiac Surgeon Dato Dr LedlieLamof Mt Elizabeth
Hospital donated Echo Cardiogram worth 218,688
Singapore dollars to Jivitadana Sangha Hospital this
afternoon.

Present on the occasion were the Singaporean
Ambassador to Myanmar, the Counsellor, the First
Secretary, members of the administrative board of the
hospital and guests.

Secretary U MaungMaung of theadministrative
board of the hospital acted as master of ceremonies.
Next, Vice-Chairman-2 U Than Aung extended
grestings. Afterwards, the Singaporean Ambassador to
Myanmar made a speech on the occasion.

Foreign Minister congratulates

Chinese counterpart

Nay Pvi Taw, 19 March — U Nyan Win,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Union of
Myanmar, has sent a message of congratulationsto
His Excellency Mr Yang Jiechi, who has been re-
appointed as Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
People's Republic of Chinaon 17 March 2008.

MNA/

Foreign Minister congratulates

Malaysian counterpart

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 March — U Nyan Win,
Ministerfor Foreign Affairsof theUnionof Myanmar,
has sent a message of congratulations to His
Excellency Datuk Seri Utama Dr Rais Yatim, who
has been appointed as Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Malaysia. —MNA

Cardiac Surgeon Dato Dr Ledie Lam of Mt
Elizabeth Hospita explainedthepurposeof thedonation.
Next, Sayadaw Ashin Shi Fa Zhao of Buddha Tooth
Relic Monastery in Singapore handed over documents
of the donation to Chairman U Maung Tin of the
administrative board of the hospital.

On behdf of the administrative board of the
hospital, Adviser Dr Kyaw Win to Jivitadana Sangha
Hospital and Punhlaing International Hospital spoke
words of thanks.

Afterthedonation ceremony, donorsand guests
visited the hospital. — H

Power stationsunder
construction in Yedashe,
Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana

Nay Pvi Taw, 18 March—Minister for Electric
Power No 2 Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint inspected
thecontrol roomand switchyard of 230/33KV Thebyu
Power Station under construction near Myohla in
Y edashe Township, Bago Division, on 15 March.

Heinspected the control room and switch yard of
Nay Pyi Taw PyinmanaSub-power Stationandfulfilled
the requirements in response to the reports by the
officials concerned.—MNA
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Minister inspectsdurability of railsand bridges, upgrading tasks

Nay Pyi Taw, 19 March —Minister for Rail
TransportationMgj-Gen AungMintogether withDeputy
Minister U Pe Than inspected durability of roads and
bridgesexistingalong Daik U-Mawlamyine-Y erailroad
section and upgrading tasks on 15 March.

Upon arrival, the minister and deputy minister
looked into durability of the bridge crossing Nagapauk
creek, maintenance of embankment, durability of
Sittoung bridge and progress in building Hsetthwakon
bridge.

Next, the minister oversaw durability of the
railroad between Hsetthwakon station and Mawlamyine
station,the passenger lounge, security measures of the

~

station and greening tasksin the compound of thestation.

The following day the minister inspected
upgrading tasks of railroads and bridges, maintenance
of the bridges and substitutions of concrete sleepers.

At the mile post No 238, the minister looked
into substitutions of rails between Anin station and
Kayin station, maintenance of the bridge crossing Ye
creek and sanitation tasks in the compound of Ye
station.

Onarriva at Concrete S egper Factory (Mottama)
on 17 March, the minister gave instructions on
requirements for the test-run of the factory and oversaw
forging shops and workshopsin the factory —MNA

=
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Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min
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lragi FM says UK troops
“doing nothing” in Basra

Lonbon, 19 March—
Iraq's Foreign Minister
poured scorn on British
forcesin southern Irag on
Monday, sayingthey were
“doing nothing” and had
allowed the city of Basra
to be overrun by militants.

Hoshiyar Zebari,
speaking in an interview
with Britain’s Channel
Four news, said foreign
troops needed to stay
engaged if Iraq was to be
stabilized after five years
of “rivers of blood”.

Zebari said British
troops had “disengaged”
in Basra, the country’s
second largest city and
major port, and that “the
militia, the organized
crime, is actually making
havoc in the city”. Asked

if Britain needed to re-
engage, he said:

“Inmy view they do.
They should not just sit
thereanddonothing. There
arecertainresponsibilities,
especialy at least until the
end of thisyear,” he said.

Britain has around
4,500 troops based in
southernlrag, aimost all of
them hunkered down on a
fortified encampment at
Basraair basejust outside
the city. A garrison of

around 500 troops was
stationed at apalacein the
centre of the city until late
last year and tried to
maintain order, but came
under daily attack from
militants.
Theywerepulledback
totheair baseontheurging
of Iragi commanders who
said their presence in the
city was causing more
problems than it was
solving.
MNA/Reuters
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A visitor reads a miniature book about “Friedrich the Great” presented by the

Leipzig Miniature Book publishing house at the Book Fair in the eastern
German city of Leipzig.—INTERNET

[ Two passengers walk )
past carswhich are
covered by snowin

Changchun, northeast
China’s Jilin
Province, on 18
March, 2008. Snow
hit Changchun after
dust swept the
northern city on
Tuesday.—INTERNET

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Russia, USfail to agree on
missile shield

Moscow, 19 March—
Russia and the United
States failed on Tuesday
to agree on US plans to
deploy parts of a missile
defence shield in Eastern
Europe, an issue that has
helpeddrivetheir relations
to apost-Cold War low.

Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov said
he had agreed with
US Secretary of State

CondoleezzaRiceat talks
in Moscow to study
further US proposals that
are aimed at allaying
Russian concerns about
the shield.

But negotiations on
those proposals have
already been underway
for almost six monthsand
timeisrunningouttoreach
a deal before US Presi-
dent George W Bush's

Administration leaves
officein under ayear.
“On the matter of
principle the positions of
our two sides have not
changed,” Russian
DefenceMinister Anatoly
Serdyukov said after
taking part in more than
six hours of talks with
Rice, Lavrov and US
Defence Secretary Robert
Gates—MNA/Reuters

Armenian MPs
tighten law on rallies

YEerevaN, 19 March—
Armenia’s Parliament
imposed  restrictions on
holdingrallieson Monday,
fearing clashes between
police and the opposition
after a state of emergency
expires on Friday.

President Robert Ko-
charyan declared the
20-day emergency rulein
the capital Yerevan on 1
March following mass
protests against a 19
February presidential
election, which the

opposition sayswasrigged.
Eight people were killed
and more than 100 were
injured in the clashes
between police and
protesters.” The events in
Yerevan on 1 March
demonstrated that the
existinglaw (onrallies) has
a number of drawbacks
whichneed tobeaddressed.
This is prompted by the
lesson we learnt,” Deputy
Rafik Petrosyan told
Parliament.

MNA/Reuters

Spain police probed after
African migrant drowns

Mabrip, 19 March—T hree Spanish police officers
are under investigation for murder after a Senegalese
man reportedly drowned after they punctured the
inflatable mattress with which he was trying to reach

the Spanish coast.

Laucling Sonko, together with three other Africans,
wasintercepted by a Civil Guard boat near abeach in
Spain’s North African enclave Ceuta one day before
dawn in September, EI Mundo newspaper reported on

Monday.

Russian demonstrators say US
must pay crash victim

Viabivostok (Russia),
19 March—Members of
apro-Kremlinyouthgroup
demonstratedoutsideaUS
consulate in Russia's far
east on Monday to support
Alexander Kashin, alocal
man paralyzed in an
accident involving a US
diplomat’s car.

Kashin, wheelchair-
bound since hiscar wasin
collision with the vehicle
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carryingformer USconsul
genera Douglas Kent in
1998, has asked for 10

million US dollars
compensation for his
injuries.

Kashin had previously
declared a hunger strike
to attract attention to his
case, and has said a
100,000-US-dollar com-
pensation offer from the
US State Department was

“amiserly pittance’.
Holding signs saying
‘Democracy American
styleis all about money’,
a small crowd from the
Molodaya Gvardiya
(Young Guards) youth
group stood for about 30
minutes outside the
Vladivostok consulate
with Kashin until police
ordered them to leave.
MNA/Reuters

7/29/18, 08:51 PM

MNA/Reuters

(A protestor dressed as)
U.S. President George
W. Bush takespart in

a demonstration
marking the fifth
anniversary of the
U.S. invasion of Iraq,
in Washington,on 19
March, 2008. In the
background is a float
depicting Bush riding
on top of amissile.
INTERNET
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Photo taken on March 17, 2008 showsa part of the Qiyi glacier in the Qilian
Mountainsin northwest China's Gansu Province. The Qiyi glacier, 116
kilometers from Jiayuguan City, isthe nearest one to a city compared with
other glaciersin Asia—XINHUA

Wen deeply worried about
wor ld economy

Belane, 19 March—
Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao said Tuesday he
was deeply worried about
theworldeconomy,vowing
totakeflexibleand prompt
measures amid the chang-
ingeconomicenvironment.

“I mysalf watch very
closely thedevelopmentin
theworldeconomy andthe
US economy, and |I'm
deeplyworried,” saidWen
at aPressconferenceafter
the annual session of the
National People's Con-

gress (NPC), thetop legis-
lature.

He attributed the recent
fluctuations of world stock
marketsto theUSsub-prime
crisis, which led to the
depreciationof theUSdollar
and interest rate cuts by the
USGovernment, aswell as
highinternationa oil prices.

“What concerns me
now isthat theUSdollaris
depreciating continuously,
when the US dollar will
reach the bottom in this
depreciation process, what

kind of monetary policy
the US Government will
adopt and where the US
economy is heading.”
said Wen.

He said China's
monetary and fiscal
policies were based on
the country’ s own reality
but thegovernmentwould
keep close eyes on latest
world economic trends
andmakeflexible, prompt
reactions to future
changes.

Xinhua

NATO airstrikes leave 50
dead in S Afghanistan

KasuL, 19 March —
NATO’'s air raids against
Taleban insurgents in
Afghanistan’s southern
Helmand Province
claimed the lives of 50
persons including 18
rebels, a parliamentarian
from the restive province
said Tuesday.

“It was Monday
afternoon when villagers
werebusy inplayinglocal
game the stone throwing
in Marmal Village of
Sangin District, suddenly
the aircraft of the NATO-
led International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF)
appeared and dropped
bombs, killing 50 on the
spot,” Hagjji Dad Moham-
mada told Xinhua.

He added that 18 of
those killed in the raid
were Taleban fighters.

However, Moham-
madHussainAndiwal, the
police chief of Helmand
Province, when reached
by Xinhua expressed
ignorance by saying, “I
have no information.”

Meantime, Carlose
Branco, thespokesman of
the NATO-led ISAF

forces, utterly regjectedthe
claim as groundless,
adding the military
alliance did not carry out
any operation in Sangin
District on Monday.
“First of dl, ISAF
strongly deny the claim.
There has been no ISAF
operationin Marmal area
of Sangin District
yesterday,” he told
Xinhua.—Xinhua

/Yellow flowers of rapE
bloom in front of the
local traditional hous-
ing compounds in Yi
County of East China's
Anhui Province on 17
March, 2008.—XINHUA

Neglect, abuse of olc

WIC
BRrusseLs, 19 March—
Older peopleinEuropeare
vulnerable to poor treat-
ment, neglect and abuse,
revealsasurvey presented
by the European Com-
mission on Monday .
Almost half of people
acrosstheEuropeanUnion

espread in

(EU) consider the
phenomenon to be wide-
spread in their country,
according to the survey.

The results of the
survey were released to
coincidea high-level EU
conferencein Brusselson

thisissue.

All itemsfrom Xinhua NewsAgency
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er people
EU

“Each of us faces the
possibility of becoming
dependent on the help of
otherswhen we get ol der,
and currently we cannot
be sure that we will be
treated with dignity,” said
EU Socia Affairs Com-
missioner Vladimir Spid-
la. “Member states are
starting to support the
carersandrelatives better
through training and
guidance.

Xinhua

Dancers perform Chu Shui Ba Shan an original

dramadisplaysapanorama of ancient peopleat the

Three Gorges area of China, during a public show

in Yichang City, central China's Hubei Province,
on 17 March, 2008.—XINHUA

Vietham to test local bird
flu vaccines on humans

Hanor, 19 March —
Vietnam's Hedlth Ministry
has allowed the use of
locally-produced bird flu
vaccines on humans on a
trid badis, local newspaper
Young People reported on
Tuesday.

The Military Medica
Ingtitute will use vaccines
produced by local company

DPRK vowsto boost friendly

cooper ation with Russia

PronGyaNng, 19 March — Strengthening friendly
cooperation betweenthe Democratic People’ sRepublic
of Korea (DPRK) and Russia would conform to the
desireandinterestsof thetwo peoplesand benefit world
peace and security, the official Rodong Sinmun

newspaper said Monday.

Theagreement oneconomicand cultural cooperation
signed 59 years ago between the DPRK and Russiahas
laid the foundation for the development of bilateral
relations, the newspaper said in an article.

The exchanges and cooperation between the two
countries in economic and cultural fields have been
expanded and deepenedin recent years, it said. —Xinhua

7/29/18, 08:51 PM

Vabiotech for the eight-
month trial vaccination
starting this month. In
2007, the vaccines were
tested on animals and
proved effective.

To date, Vietham has
reported a total of 106
human cases of bird flu
infections, including 52
fatalities, in 35 cities and
provinces since bird flu
startedto hitthecountry in
December 2003. How-
ever, the World Health
Organization has yet to
confirm the latest case.

Vietnam currently has
11localitieshavingpoultry
being hit by bird flu,
according to the Depart-
ment of Animal Health.

Bird flu outbreaksin
Vietnam havekilled and
led to the forced culling
of dozens of millions of
fowlsin the country.

Xinhua



EU says made progressin
RussiaWTO bid talks

BRrusseLs, 19 March —
The European Com-
mission said it made
progresswith Russiaover
M oscow’ sdecade-old bid
to join the World Trade
Organization but differ-
ences remained on the
divisive issue of Mos-
cow’s export duties.

European Trade Com-
missioner Peter Mandel-

sonmet, Russian Finance
Minister Alexei Kudrinon
Tuesday to try to make
headway on Russia’s
WTO accession push, to
which Brussels has yet to
givefinal clearance.
Approval has been
stalled by a dispute over
Russian export duties on
timber that hurt paper and
pulp producers in Nordic

EU states, especially
Finland. “The meeting
today was important as
Mandelson and Kudrin
were able to make their
points clearly to one
another in a frank and
constructive way, which
moved the negotiations
forward,” the Commis-
sion said in a statement.
MNA/Reuters
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MalaysT;is preparing to introduce Formula One night racing from next

AR 1S
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-

year

following its debut in Singapore in September. —INTERNET

Venezuela wins asset freeze case
against Exxon

LonDon,19 March—
A 12-billion-US-dollar
freeze on Venezuelan
assets awarded to US oil
major Exxon Mobil
should be lifted, a UK
court ruled on Tuesday.

Exxon convinced a
court in January to freeze
theassetsof Venezuela's
state oil company so cash
would be available if it
won arbitration over an
oil field whichwaslostin
President Hugo Chavez'
nationalization drive.

But after hearing
Petroleos de Venezuela's
arguments, the judgeruled
against Exxon.

“The injunction
granted against the
defendant, Petroleos de
Venezuela, should be
discharged,” Justice Paul
Walker told the court.

The world's largest
non-government con-
trolled oil company by
market value, Exxon has
the right to appeal but its
lawyers declined to

comment immediately on
whether they would do so.

PDVSA's lawyers
also declined immediate
comment.

Venezuela's Ambas-
sador to Britain, who
arrived shortly after the
ruling, answered withjust
one word when he heard
the result: “Excellento”.

MNA/Reuters
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A man walks past a fallen billboard after a wind storm in Monterrey, Mexico

on 18 March, 2008. At least one person was confirmed killed after strong
winds knocked down a wall. —INTERNET

ECONOMIC NEWDS

China wants 40% of oil/gas
Importsfrom Africa

Cape Town, 18 March
— China wants up to 40
per cent of its oil and gas
imports to come from
Africa in the next 5-10
years, a Chinese industry
official said on Monday.

“We wish to increase
the imports, the oil and
gas from Africa from 35
to 40 per cent in the next
fiveto10years,” Zhiming

Zhao, executivepresident
of China Petroleum and
Petro-Chemical Industry
Assaciationtold reporters
at anenergy conferencein
Cape Town.
Chinahasembarkedon
a relentless investment
drivein Africato feed its
economy, particularly in
mining, oil and gas.
China imported more

than 30 million tons of ail
from Africain 2005, about
30 per cent of itstotal il
imports.

“We have avery good
relationship with Africa
and in future we wish to
find more places to put
our investments,” Zhao
said of increased Chinese-
African cooperation.

MNA/Reuters

L aos, S Koreato build
northern transport link

Hanor, 19 March —
Laos and South Korea are
cooperating to implement
the Northern Grester Me-
kong Sub-region (GMYS)
transport networkimprove-
ment project to increase
trade possibilitiesin Laos
northern provinces. The
government signed last

week aloanagreementwith
South Korea to rebuild
roadsat acost of about 22.5
million US dollars, Lao
newspaper Vientiane Times
reported Monday.

The funding for the
transport project was
provided by SouthKorea's
Economic Development

SIA's“ A380"

kicks off first

commercial flight to London

SiNnGaPORE, 19 March
— The Singapore Air-
lines A380, the world's
biggest passenger plane,
kicked off on Tuesday its
first commercial flight to
London, also thefirst one
to Europe.

Flight SQ308 carrying
449 customers on board
took off from Singapore's
Changi Airport early
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Tuesday, andisscheduled
tolandat London’ sHeath-
row Airport on Tuesday
afternoon, according to a
statement issued by
Singapore Airlines (SIA),
the country’ sflag airline.
SIA isdso thefirst to
fly the A380 and is
currently the only airline
tooperatethesuperjumbo.
MNA/Xinhua

SINGA~

7/29/18, 08:51 PM

Cooperation Fund, which
is dedicated to streng-
theningregional coopera-
tion and boosting econo-
mic growth in the GMS.
The agreement calls
for the improvement of
367 kilometres of Route
No 4 between Luang
Prabang Province and
Xayaboury Province. The
project aso includes an
upgrade of 59 kilometres
of roads in the two
provinces.
MNA/Xinhua

A Singapore Airlines
Airbus A380 flies over
homes close to
London's Heathrow
Airport. The A380,
the world's largest
aircraft, touched
down at Heathrow
Airport on 18 March,
2008, completing the
plane'sfirst-ever
commercial flight to
Europe.
INTERNET
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| srael, Germany approve
joint projectsto boost ties

JErRusaLEM, 18 March
— lsrael and Germany on
Monday approved a host
of joint projectsand agreed
toholdannual government
consultations during
German Chancellor Ang-
ela Merkel’s visit to the
Jawishstate,inaclearsign
to boost bilateral ties.

Merkel and Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert chaired a joint
session of members of
their respective Cabinets,
at which both govern-
ments signed off on a
range of projects, includ-
ingdefence, educationand
environment, local daily
Ha' aretz reported.

The two sides agreed
to hold such meetings
annually, aternating as
hosts, the report said.

The security coopera-
tion agreement signed
between Israeli Defence
Minister Ehud Barak and
his German counterpart
Franz Josef Jungincludes
joint military training
projects.

“Thetwo sides seek to
strengthen and intensify
their political, cultural,
economic and social rela-
tions as a partnership of
democratic and pluralis-
tic nations,” said a joint
statement.

After Monday’s joint

session of Cabinet mini-
sters, Merkel was set to
hold talks with Olmert,
during which Iran’s dis-
puted nuclear programme
was likely to be on the
agenda.

On Tuesday, Merkel
will become the first
foreign head of govern-
ment to address Israel’s
Knesset (Parliament).

In the past, the honour
hasbeenreservedonly for
heads of state and mo-
narchs.

——

Germany will have a football league for blind and parti‘ally-sighted players -

when the Blindfootball-Bundesliga begins at the end of the month—INTERNET

Japan’s Aiko Uemura competes in the women’s
freestyle Mogulsrace during the FI'S Ski World
Cup Grand Finals at Chiesa Valmalenco.
INTERNET

MNA/Xinhua
Palestinians Japan, Peru put Fujimori spat
stab Israeli in behind them
Arab East Tokvo, 18 March — | PresidentAlanGarcia, the | other global issues.
Japan and Peru held their | ForeignMinistry saidina Japan and Perufell out
Jerusalern first summitinnineyears | statement. over Fujimori, whofledto

JerusaLEM, 19 March
— Two Palestinians
stabbed an Israeli manin
Arab East Jerusalem on
Tuesday, apolicespokes-
man said, in an attack
likely toraiseaready high
tensionsin the city.

The man was stabbed
inthehead but hiswounds
did not appear to be life-
threatening, the spokes-
man and emergency
services said.

The attack, at the
Damascus Gate entrance
toJerusalem’ swalled Old
City, was carried out by
two Palestinians and
appeared to have been
politically motivated, the
spokesman said.

MNA/Reuters

on Monday as the two
countriesbeganto defrost
tieslong chilled by recri-
minations over former
Peruvian president Al-
berto Fujimori.

Tokyo offered Lima
grantaidandloanstomark
the meeting between
Japan’s Prime Minister
Y asuoFukudaandvisiting

“I amconfident that our
relations with Japan,
which grew cold in the
past, will improve,” Gar-
cia told reporters via an
interpreter inajoint news
conference following the
meeting.

He added that the two
countrieswould cooperate
on climate change and

Japan in 2000 when he
came under pressure over
a corruption scandal.

He stayedinTokyofor
fiveyears, despiteLima’'s
frequent requests that he
be extradited to face a
range of charges, includ-
ing murder and kidnap-
ping, relating to his 10-
yearrule. —MNA/Reuters

Six died in blazein Mumbai

New DetHi, 19 March — Six people died and over
twenty persons were injured in a fire broke out in
Mumbai onMonday, thePressTrust of Indiareported.

According to thereport, thefirewasreportedin an
industrial estate in south Mumbai, after which fire
engines and tankers were sent to the spot.

All the victims were admitted to a hospital where
six severely injured people died later.

The cause of the fire has not yet been ascertained,
the report said. —MNA/Xinhua

Rally callsfor withdrawal
of Australian troops

CANBERRA, 18 March — About 200 people took
part in apeace rally in central Sydney on Sunday and
urged the Australian Government to withdraw troops
from Irag and Afghanistan.

Therally washeldin BelmorePark just ahead of the
fifth anniversary of the start of the Irag war. The
speakers said Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’ s pledge to
withdraw 500 combat troops from Iraq did not go far

enough.

StoptheWar Coalitionspokesman Alex Bainbridge
said one million people had been killed since the war

began, and all troops needed to be withdrawn.

“This war is a crime and we need to end it,” the
Australian Associated Press quoted him astelling the

rally. —MNA/Xinhua
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A second outbreak of typhoid has left about 150 people hospitalised in the
central Philippineson 19 March 2008. —INTERNET

7/29/18, 08:51 PM

UK’s venture
profit falls,
good start to
2008 drilling

Lonpon, 19March—
British oil producer
Venture Production
reported agood start toits
2008 drilling programme
with Ensignand Chiswick
wells ahead of
expectations, as it posted
a43-per-cent fall in 2007
profit on Tuesday.

“Operationally, we
have had a good start to
2008 with the majority of
operational issues which
impacted 2007
production performance
now behind us,” Venture
said.

“We still continue to
expect 2008 productionto
be within our guidance
range of 50,000 boepd
(barrels of oil equivalent
per day) plus/minus10 per
cent.”

MNA/Reuters
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Thosewho arelikea certain person in thetale

" An Observer

Myanmar is now working step by step for
ensuring smooth transition to democracy. The
people will have an opportunity to approve the
draft of the State constitution of the Union of
Myanmar inareferendumduetobeheldin coming
May.

Inthepast, Myanmar approved and exercised two
constitutions—the 1947 constitution and the 1974
constitution. Now, the two constitutions no longer
conformtotheprevailing situationsof the nation, and
they have been defunct.

After taking up State duties on 18 September
1988, the Tatmadaw | aid down thefour primary tasks.
Withaview to accomplishing oneof thefour primary
tasks: successfully holding multi-party democracy
general elections, the ElectionsHolding Commission
was formed on 21 September 1988.

On 27 September 1988, Political Parties
Registration Law was promulgated. The government
granted permission to form political parties in
accordance with the law for holding elections on a
grand scale. Thenumber of registered partiesstood at
235.

On 23 February 1990, the government
promulgated an order on the rights to gather people
and canvassfor votesto enablethe candidate political
parties and independent candidates to canvass for
votes by presenting their policies, stances and work
programmes to the public.

Of the 235 parties, 102 dissolved themselves of
their own accord, three were dissolved due to their
contacts with the Burma Communist Party, six were
dissolved duetotheir failureto stand for electionin at
least three constituencies, and 31 were prorogued for
neither dissolvingthemselvesnor standing for el ection,
totalling 142.

Theremaining 93 parties presented their policies
and stances to the people in the electoral campaigns.
Accordingtoasurvey, of theremaining parties, seven
said that they would exercise the 1947 constitution
with some amendments, whereas 31 said that they

would draw anew constitution, and 44 were expected
to favour drawing a new one.

Thepurposeof my recounting thosepast evidences
isto point out somefactsthat Myanmar isnow in need
of a constitution, the people are willing to transform
the nation from Socialism and planned economy into
democracy and market economy. And in compliance
with the wishes of the people, it was impossible to
exercisethe 1947 constitution or the 1974 constitution
with amendments.

So, theNational Convention wasconvened with
representatives of national races, representatives
of political
representatives of the peoplefrom all strata of life,

parties, representatives-elect,

and representatives of hational race peace groups,
and the fundamental principles and detailed basic
principleswer eadopted with onevoiceandthenthe
State constitution (2008) was dr afted.

Beforelayingdown fundamental principlesand
detailed basic principles, the National Convention
delegates studied the constitutions of over 100
countries and worked hard to ensure an
international standard constitution in theinterests
of thenation and thepeople, takinglessonsfromthe
defectsand loopholesof the previousconstitutions.

The 1947 constitution is made up of 14 chapters
and 234 sections, the 1974 constitution, 16 chapters
and 209 articles, and the forthcoming constitution, 15
chapters and 457 sections.

The 1947 constitution carried 23 sections on
citizenship, fundamental rights and duties of
citizens, the 1974 constitution, 26 articles, and the
draft constitution, 50 sections.

Regardingtherightsof national races, the 1947
constitution prescribed only four states namely
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin and Shan states. The 1974
constitution prescribed three more states—Chin,
Mon and Rakhine states. The draft constitution
enumer atesoneself-administered division and five
self-administered zonesin addition to seven states.

These arenot all. National races will havethe

previous constitutions.

Before laying down fundamental principles and
detailed basic principles,
delegatesstudied theconstitutionsof over 100countries
and worked hard to ensure an international standard
constitutionintheinterestsof thenation and thepeople,
taking lessons from the defects and loopholes of the

the National Convention

rights to establish region and state hluttaws,
gover ningbodies, and r egion and statehigh courts.

Similarly, the self-administered division and
self-administered zones will be vested with the
right to form respective leading bodies and to
exer ciselegidativeand executivepower s. Thedr aft
constitution also stipulates the rights for ethnic
minoritieswho havenot got aregion, stateor self-
administered division or zone yet.

Every national race which constitutes 0.1
per cent of thepopulation of the State, will havethe
rights to make law by representing respective
national races at the region or state hluttaw
concerned. The representatives will become
ministersfor national racesaffairsof theregion or
state governing body concerned. Every national
race, which isupwards of at least 10,000, will have
theright torepresent thenational raceconcerned as
leading body member in the self-administered
divisonor self-administered zonewher etheyreside.

Studying what | have presented, a citizen can
visualize the democracy essence of the draft
constitution (2008), with which the people will be
ableto approvetheir rightsthemselves. Now, the
experimental period haselapsed and aprosper ous
futureisahead of the nation and the people.

By the way, | would like to present a tale. One
day, two travellers set out together. On theway, they
found bundles of grass by chance, and took some of
them just in case they would need them later. They
proceeded and again found bundles of paddy ears
unexpectedly. Thefirst person left grassbundlesand
took some bundles of paddy ears, whereas the other
continued to carry only grass bundles with the
attachment that the grass bundles were the things he
had carried for long.

At oneplace ontheir way, they again found gold
blocks. Then, the first one gave up bundles of paddy
earsandtook gold bars, whiletheother al so continued
to carry grass bundles with the attachment to the
things he had been carrying along theroute. Thetale
givesthereadersalesson “to makeacorrect choice’.

| recently read an article “BCP constantly
committing acts posing danger to the nation”,
which says that Burma Communist Party UGs and
leftist politiciansareinstigating thepeoplenot tovote
for the draft of the State constitution.

| would say that in Myanmar, there arethe sort of
people who are like the second person in the tale.

Trandation: MS

Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 18-3-2008
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Second Meeting of Sixth State

Central Working Committeeof ...
(from page 1)

Today, the meeting continued at the same |

venue, presided over by Vice-Chairman Sayadaw Agga

Maha Pandita Agga Maha Saddhammajotika

Bhaddanta Kundalgjoti. Joint-Secretary Bhaddanta
Manitasiribhivamsa responded to the discussions on
the one-year performancefor the religious and educa-
tion affairs and sought the approval of the meeting.

Minister for ReligiousAffairsBrig-Gen Thura /

Myint Maung supplicated on the religious affairs.

Chairman Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kumara pre-
sented certificates to members of Sangha Vinigchaya
Committee. A total of 15 Sayadaws, the Chairman
Sayadaw, the Secretary Sayadaw and representative
Sayadaws of all Ganas signed in the records book.

The meeting ended with concluding remarks
by the Chairman Sayadaw.

Also present at the meetings were Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko, Adviser U Arnt
Maung, departmental heads and officials. — MNA

The 2nd Meeting of Sixth State Central Working Committee df the Sangha in progress. — MNA.

) g Lo
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Minister meets USDA membersin

Minister

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan presents cash

Pazundaung, Mingala Taungnyunt Tsps

) 1
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assistance to secretary of Pazundaung Town-
ship USDA. — MNA

Y ANGON, 19 March—
Secretariat Member of
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association
Minister for Information
Brig-GenKyaw Hsanmet
Secretaries, executives, or-
ganizers and members of
Pazundaung Township
and Mingala Taungnyunt
Township USDASs today.

Hsan gaveinstructionson
implementing regional
development tasks and
organizational tasks.

At the meeting, the
minister presented cash
assistance to members of
USDA through secretar-
ies of the township
USDAs.

MNA

Minister meets USDA members

of Union Solidarity and
Development Associa-

Nay Pyi Taw, 19
March — CEC Member

Workshop on promotion of

transport services continues

Nay Pyi Taw, 19 March — The second day
session of workshop on promation of transport serv-
ices supporting economic progress organized by Min-
istry of Transport washeld at theministry hereyester-
day.

At the workshop, 11 resource persons read

| papers on easing current conditions experienced in

providing smooth transportation services and onrules
and regulations for transportation services. Officials

. | concerned alsotook part inthediscussion sector-wise.

Thesecond day session of theworkshop ended
with concluding remarks by Minister Maj-Gen Thein
Swe. — MNA

"'-.L
L] .

Workshop o romoi on of transport services supporting ecoﬁomic progress being held

in Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA

tion Minister for Rail
Transportation Maj-Gen
AungMinmet executives
of Ye Township USDA
and social organizations
at the meeting hall of
Township USDA office
on 16 March and pre-
sented cash assistancefor
rural development.

Y esterday, the USDA
CEC member met with
executives of Thaton
Township USDA and so-
cial organizations at the
meeting hall of Township
USDA officeand provided
cash assistance for rural
development.— MNA

Atthemeeting held at
No 3 Basic Education
High School in Mingala
Taungnyun Township, or-
ganizersand secretariesof
Pazundaung and Mingala
Taungnyunt township
USDASs reported to the
minister on tasks being
carried out for social wel-
fare and on organizing
tasks.

Afterwards, Secre-
tariat Member of USDA
Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw

20-3-08 NL 8

YAanGoN, 19

March — Tatmadaw

members, Myanmar Po-

lice Force and the Cus-

toms Department ex-

posed 173 drug-related
casesin February.

They seized

70.5093 kilos of opium

\in 36 cases, 28.5366 ki-

173 drug-related cases
exposed in February

los of heroin in 6 cases,
0.9783 kilo of opium oil
in 6 cases, 2.4345 kilos of
low-grade opium in 6
cases, 33.8803 kilos of
marijuana in 11 cases,
50917 stimulant tabletsin
50 cases, 0.859 kilo of
opium speciosain 6 cases,
0.13 liter of cough syrup

N |/

inonecase, 463.96 kilos

72 32kilosof caftens “World TB DAY”
and six other cases. 24_ 3_ 2008

Action was tak-
ing against 268 per-
sons—221 men and 47
women—in 173 casesin
February 2008.

MNA
J

NP B NG POIY0IQ0IGE:6 S,
Joo® 9881 00500 ((Jg) qod

0393m&s08merodgl cpodEionmo§ol
“I AM STOPPING TB”

N
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Pre-sharing of meritsfor offering
riceto Sayadaws held

e

Commander Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win reﬁents offertories to a Sayadaw.
MNA

Y ANGON, 19
March — Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Magj-Gen Hla
Htay Win, accompanied
by Deputy Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen Thura Aung Ko and
departmental  heads,
attended the ceremony to
share merits for offering
rice to members of the
Sangha to be held on
FullmoonDay of Tabaung
at Maha Nayaka Hall on
Kaba Aye Hill here this

morning.

Vice-Chairmanof
the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka  Committee
Kyaikpi Monastery
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Gunesana
administered the Five
Precepts. Members of the
Sangharecited M ettaSutta.

The commander
supplicated on matters
related to rice offering
ceremony and donated
ams to members of the
Sangha.

Secretary Abhidhaja
Maha Rattha Guru
Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika
Nyaungdon Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Osadhabhi-
vamsadeliveredasermon,
and the congregation
shared merits to be

performed.

L ater, they
offered‘ soon’ tomembers
of the Sangha.

MNA

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 20 March, 2008 9

Commander inspects development
tasksin Panwa Region

Nay Pyi Taw, 19
March— Chairman of
Kachin State Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Northern
Command Mg-Gen Ohn
Myint inspected Sino-
Myanmar boundary pillar
Nol16near Phimaw Village
in Panwa Township and
border gate on 11 March.

On 12 March, the
commander also inspected
dispensary in Lupi village
and presented cash
assistance to the village
dispensary andgiftstolocal

people.

The commander
went to Chipwe hydro-
power station project in
Chipwe Township and
heard the report on data of
the project by Project
Engineer U Sa OhnMyint.
The commander gave
necessary instructions.

The commander
met township depart-
mental heads, members of
social organizations and
townsel dersat themeeting
hall of the Township PDC
and calledfor participation
in successful imple-
mentationof theseven-step

the
the

Road Map and
development of
agricultural sector.
Next, thesecretary
of the township Union
Solidarity and Deve-
lopment  Association
presented membership
applications to the joint-
secretary of Kachin State
USDA and the joint-
secretary presented
membership cards and
uniforms, dynamos and
accessoriestothetownship
USDA. The commander
also presented gifts to the
teachers— MNA

Transport Minister receives
Daewoo delegation

Nay Pyvi Taw, 19 March — Minister for
Transport Maj-Gen Thein Swe received Executive
Vice President Mr Choi Ki Hwa of Daewoo
International Corp and Managing Director Jung-Han
Kim of Myanmar Daewoo Ltd at the ministry herethis
afternoon. They discussed relations and port
development between Myanmar and Korea—MNA

. S ‘

Minister Maj-(fen -T‘Hein Swe receives Mr Choi Ki Hwa of

Daewoo

I nternational Corp and Mr Jung-Han Kim of Myanmar Daewoo Ltd.

20-3-08 NL 9

MNA

USDA Secretary-General supervises
regional development tasksin Hinthada

Navy Pyi Taw, 19
March—Secretary-
General of the Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association U Htay
Oo visited Mahitayon
Monastery in Hinthadaon
15 March.

Atthemonastery,
the Secretary-General
paid homage to Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Indiyasabha

£ RIM

and donated offertoriesto
the Sayadaw. Next, he
paid homage to
Mahawihara Monastery
presiding  Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Tejinda in
Talokhtaw village.
Afterwards, he
met with the local people
and members of cocial
organizations at Mahasi
Sasana Y eiktha

i
[
I

)

[

1

i

28 LW

Dhammayon and made
arrangementstofulfill the
reguirements.

Next, the
Secretary-General and
party inspected progress
in building Talokhtaw
village Affiliated Basic
Education High School
and classroom and
attended to the needs.

MNA

' 8

- &

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo meeting with residents and
members of USDA in Hinthada. — A & 1

Mayor inspects upgrading of roads
In Dagon Myothit (South)

Y ANGON, 19
March— CEC member of
the Union Solidarity and
Development Association
(Yangon Division in-
charge) Mayor Brig-Gen
AungTheinLininspected
placing of gravel on
OtthaphayaStreetinWard
57 of Dagon Myothit
(South) andinstall ation of
water compressor at the
corner of Myathazin Street

7/29/18, 08:52 PM

and Okka-1streetin Ward
107.

Officids of the wards
reported on supply of safe
water to wards in the
township and the mayor

fulfilled the requirements.
Themayor inspected paving
of Kaytumati Road linking
GarunaStreet and Bandoola
Street in Ward 107.

MNA

TakeFire

Preventive
M easur es
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Iragi crisisfuelsrisein asylum seekers

GeNeva, 19March—
A five-year downward
trend in asylum
applications in indus-
trialized countries re-
versedin2007, largely due
to an increase in the
number of Iragi asylum
seekers, the UN refugee
agency said Tuesday.

Some 338,000 new
applications for refugee
statuswere submitted last
year in 43 industrialized
countries, a 10-per-cent
rise compared with 2006,
which saw the fewest

Irag,” the Geneva-based
agency said.

According to the
agency, lragis topped the
list of asylum seekers in
theworld’ sindustrialized
countries for the second
year running. Thenumber
of lraqgis applying for
asylumalmost doubledin
one year, from 22,900 in
2006 to 45,200 last year.

However, thenumber
representsonly 1 per cent
of the estimated 4.5
millionlragisuprooted by
the domestic conflict, the

UNHCR added.

Those include more
than 2.5 million people
displaced within Irag and
another two million in
neighbouring countries
such as Syriaand Jordan.

TheUnited Stateswas
the main destination for
asylum seekers of all
nationalitiesin 2007, with
an estimated 49,200 new
asylumclaims, accounting
for 15 per cent of all
applications in indus-
trialized countries.

MNA/Xinhua

number of applicationsin
20years, saidtheUN High
Commissionfor Refugees
(UNHCR) in astatement.

“The overal down-
ward trend in asylum
applications was offset
last year by a large
increase in the number of
asylum seekers from

Two US soldierskilled in bomb attack in Iraq

BacHDpAD, 19 March — Two
American soldiers were killed by a
roadside bomb attack north of the Iragi
capital on Monday, theUSmilitary said

on Tuesday.

Theattack occurred at about 12:20
pm (0920 GMT) when aroadside bomb
struck the soldiers' vehicle while they

were conducting a road clearing
operation in an areanorth of Baghdad, a
military statement said.

Thelatest deathsbring thenumber
of US soldiers killed in Irag to about
3,990 sincetheUS-ledinvasionin 2003,
according to media count based on
Pentagon figures—MNA/Xinhua

A worker checks piles of copper platesat PT
Smelting in Gresik, Indonesia’ s East Java
Province, on 19 March, 2008. PT Smelting,
Indonesia’s only copper smelter, said on
Wednesday its copper cathode output was set to
drop 6 percent thisyear due to plansto shut down
its smelter for routine maintenance for 25 days
9 in May.—INTERNET )

Misbehaving British teensto be hit with “ baby ASBOS’

Lonpon, 19 March
— Troubled teenagers as
young as 10 would be hit
withanti-social behaviour
orders under a
government planunveiled

on Tuesday to fight youth
crime.

About 1,000 of the
country’s “most chal-
lenging” children will be
forced to sign good

Panamanian policearrest 3
suspected of money smuggling

Panama City, 19
March — Panamanian
police said Monday that
they had arrested three
people suspected of trying
to smuggle 11.9 million
USdoallarsto the country.

The arrested were
Enrique Silva from
Nicaragua, Indian Ashock
L adharan and Panamanian
AlcibiadesMoreno, police
said, adding they were

Panama and which was
anchored in the northeast
port of Mexico.
Thearrestswere made
after an investigation
launched by  Mexican
policeshowed that thecash
could be connected to a
money-laundering scheme
involvingacompany based
in Panama's Colon free-
trade zone, police said.
MNA/Xinhua

behaviour contractsunder
the 218-million-pound
programme, Children’s
Secretary Ed Balls said.

Under the expansion
of theFamily Intervention
Projects, failure to abide
by thecontract will leadto
acriminal record, or aso-
caled “baby ASBO”.

Criticshavesaid such
orders do not properly
tackle anti-social
behaviour, as many
teenagers view them as a
“badge of honour”.

The announcement
comes just days after a
senior Scotland Yard
officer calledforanational
child DNA database to
stamp out youth crime.

MNA/Reuters

UK’sNorthern
Rock to cut a
third of its staff

Lonpon, 19March —
Britain's trouble-ridden
Northern Rock bank,
whichwasnationalized on
21 February, said Tuesday
thatit will cut about 2,000
jobs and dlash its home-
loan book in half.

The job cuts, which
account for about a third
of its 6,500 staff, will be
madeby 2011 under plans
to turn around the ailing
bank’ s fortunes.

TheNewcastle-based
bank was nationalized in
February after the credit
crisis forced it to seek a
Bank of England lifeline
tofund itsmortgage loan

Man auctions hislifein
Australia

SvbNey, 19 March —
A man in Australia is
auctioning his life — his
house, his job, his clothes
andhis friends—oneBay,
after hismarriagebrokeup,
saying he wantsto sart a
new life.

“It's time to move. A
completely fresh start. |
wanttosee wherelifetakes
me” lan Usher, 44, told
Austraian televison on
Tuesday from Perth in
Western Australia state.

Usher said he was
auctioning his life as “a
package” with hishousein
Perth valued at around
420,000 Australian dollars

(385,000 US dallars).

“Hi there, my nameis
lan Usher, and | have had
enough of my life! | don’t
want it any more! You
can have it if you likel,”
reads his website
www.alife4sale.com,
whichhasalink toeBayfor
bidders.

Usher said his life
auction, which startson 22
June, includednotonly his
house, acar, amotorbike, a
jetski and aspa, butalsoan
introduction to “great
friends’ and ajob at arug
shopinPerthfor atrial two-
week period.

MNA/Reuters

chasing another Indian
suspect who was still at
large.

Mexican authorities
seizedthemoney duringan
ingpection of a  Liberia
flagged ship bound for

/Police arrest an anti-war
protester outside of the
Internal Revenue
Building in Washington

Protesters on Wednesday
launched sit-ins and
marchesacrosstheUnited
Statesasthey markedfive
years of war in lraq,
demanding an immediate
withdrawal of US
\Soldiers.—l NTERNET

DC on 19 March, 2008. - *-
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book.—MNA/Xinhua

P

7/29/18, 08:52 PM

Floods displace thousandsin
east Sri Lanka

CoLomBo, 19 March
— Floods triggered by
torrential rainhaveforced
more than 7,000 people
from their homes in
eastern Sri Lanka, with
some taking shelter in
schools and mosques,
officialssaidon Tuesday.

Floodingandensuing
mass displacement are
common in Sri  Lanka,
oftenfuelled by monsoon
rains.

The latest flood
victimsincludedfamilies
living in basic camps,
who had already been
displaced by renewedwar
between the state and

Tamil Tiger rebels.

“A total of 7,200
people have been
displaced in Batticaloa
due to the heavy rains,”
said Keerthi Ekanayake,
national coordinator at
the National Disaster
Management Centre.

“Of those there are
about 600-700 people
who were in IDP
(internally displaced)
camps who were already
displaced by battles,” he
added.

He said most of the
displaced were living
with  friends and
relatives—MNA/Reuters
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Caixaforum centre: Visitors climb the stairs at the new Caixaforum
cultural centrein central Madrid designed by Swiss architects Herzog & De
Meuron.—INTERNET
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No, thisisnot the scene from “Honey | Shrunk theKids”. Luckily it'snot a
flesh and blood ant either. Thiswooden sculpture, dwarfing the person
standing beside it, dominates the installation at a park in Schleswig, north-
ern Germany. People were out in force to see the ant and its cousins as the
north of Germany enjoyed some chilly but bright weather
on 19 March, 2008.—INTERNET
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A child lies on a huge shoe at a store in Chuzhou City, east China’s Anhui
Province, on 19 March, 2008. The 130-centimeter-long and 48-centimeter-
high leather shoe attracted many citizens. —INTERNET

View of the Roman bridge over the Guadalquivir river in Cordoba, southern
Spain on 18 March, 2008. The 331-meter bridge was built by the Romansin
thefirst century AD and remodeled last year. Records show Spain is experi-
encing one of itsdriest springs since records began 60 years ago according
to rainfall figures published by the Environment Ministry on Tuesday.—

INTERNET
\\§ 4
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Young visitors browse hard cover cartoon books at the annual Paris book
fair on 14 March, 2008. | sradl isthe guest of honour of the Paris book fair.
INTERNET

A worker clears snow in downtown Toronto, on 1 February, 2008. Although
Canada is one of the snowiest countriesin the world, a series of violent
snow rage’ incidentsreveal that even the locals have their limits.—INTERNET

J

20-3-08 NL 11

7/29/18, 08:52 PM



12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 20 March, 2008

ADUERTISEMENTS

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION

. MYANMA RAILWAYS

, INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

Sr.No Tender No.

2007-2008

Botahtaung,Yangon .

{1 Scaled Tender is invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of
| the following Stores which will be purchased in Myanmar Kyat;

Description

i 12(T)35/MR(MC) AAR Coupler Knuckle (China) 200-Nos
AAR Coupler Knuckle (Korea) 100-Nos
AAR Coupler Knuckle (Yugo)
Closing Date/Time -30.4.2008 (Wednesday)(12:00) Hours
2. Tender documents are available at the oftice of the Deputy
General Manager (Supply), Myanma Railways, Corner of 51* Street
and Merchant Street, Botahtaung, Yangon starting from 20.3.2008
during the oftice hours.
3. For further details please call: 01-291982.291985 (201555Ext 601,
605).Deputy General Manager Supply Department, Myanma Railways,

Quantity

100-Nos

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
HOLIDAY NOTICE

As the wharves, warehouses and Chellan offices
of Y angon Port will beclosed onthe21% March 2008
(Full Moon Day of Tapaung) and on the 27" March
2008 (Tatmadaw Day) being the public Holidays.
Goods will be received, shipped or delivered on
| payment of Holiday fees.

|sraeli, Palestinian negotiators
meet to resume peacetalks

JErusaLEM, 18 March
— Israeli and Palestinian
negotiating teams met on
Monday in an effort to
resume peace talks, local
daily Jerusalem Post
reported on its website.

Ahmed Qurei, chief
Palestinian negotiator,
said he downgraded the
meeting to unofficial asa
protest against the I sragli
construction plans.

Prior to the meeting,
Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert said during
a joint Press conference
with visiting German
Chancellor Angela
Merkel that Israel would
continue to build homes
in the east Jerusalem
neighbourhood of Har

Homa, calling Har Homa
an “inseparable” part of
Jerusalem.

“Wecompletely reject
the building, not only one
room, but also one brick
in any of the lIsraeli
settlements in the West
Bank and east Jerusalem,”
Qurei was quoted as
saying.

Only Qurei and Isragli
Foreign Minister Tzipi
Livni attended the two-
hour meeting, Livni’'s
spokesman Arye Mekel
said.

Earlier Monday, Livni
had said that the war on
terror would not put peace
negotiations on hold,
according to Jerusalem
Post. — MNA/Xinhua

Canadian
man charged
with aiding
Tamil Tigers

VAaNcouver (British
Columbia), 18 March —
A Vancouver-area man
has been arrested for
alleging raising funds for
the Tamil Tigers, which
has been declared a
terrorist organization by
Canada, police said on
Monday.

Prapaharan Tham-
bithurai was arrested
Friday on charges of
illegally raising money
for “terrorist purposes’
by getting Canadian
residentsof Tamil heritage
to make cash donations
to the separatist group,
police said.

The rebel group has
been fighting for an
independent homeland
in Sri Lanka since the
early 1980s, and was
added to Canada's list
of outlawed organi zations
in 2006.

MNA/Reuters

TRADE MARK CAUTION

SONY BMG MUSIC
ENTERTAINMENT, a
general partnership organized
and existing under the laws
of Delaware, located and
doing business at 3530
Madison Avenue New York,
New York, U.S.A., is the
Owner ofthe following Trade
Marks:-

COLUMBIA

Reg. No. 963/1953

Reg. No. 964/1953
in respect of "Apparatus,
instruments and devices for
the recording, reproduction,
transmission and reception
of sound, television tran-
smitting and receiving appa-
ratus and sound records".
Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Marks will be dealt
with according to law.
Win Mu Tin
M.A.,HG.P,DB.L.
for SONY BMG MUSIC
ENTERTAINMENT
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 20 March 2008

Venezuela's Navy plansto
build torpedos, mines

CaRrAcas, 18 March — Venezuela plansto build
its own torpedoesto arm submarines and frigates, the
navy on Monday, the latest move by President Hugo
Chavez to modernize the military.

Chavez, a relentless critic of the United States,
rattled nerves earlier this month when he briefly
ordered tank battalions to the border in a spat with
Colombiaduring a diplomatic crisis.

The Venezuelan Navy said on its website it was
developing a project to design and build heavy
torpedoesfor two submarinesand lighter missilesfor

its frigates.

It also plansto build underwater mines, radar and
sonar systems as part of a project to modernize its

small fleet.

V enezuel ahasbought Russian-built fighter jetsand
other weaponry inrecent yearsto strengthenitsArmed

Forces.

Chavez, an outspoken critic of the United States
who accuses Washington of plotting to overthrow his
government, says the arms purchases are needed to
replace aging equipment. —MNA/Reuters

French tumour sufferer fails
towin “right to die”

Paris, 19 March— A
woman suffering froman
incurableand disfiguring
cancer failed on Monday
in her bid to set a legal

44 New Zealand troops leave
for Solomon Islands

WELLINGTON, 19
March — Forty-four New
Zedland Defence Force
personnel departed for
a four-month mission in
the South Pecific island
nationof Solomonldands
on Tuesday.

The44-strongtroops
will carry out patrols,
provide assistance to

Mission
Islands

Assistance
in Solomon
(RAMSI).

The platoon replaces
the fifth rotation of
personnel who will
return home on Easter
Sunday.

Earlier this month,
Australian Prime Min-
ister Kevin Rudd said

precedent in France for
patients seeking medical
helptoendtheir ownlives.

A court in the eastern
city of Dijon ruled that
Chantal Sebire, 52, could
not have a doctor help
her die because it would
breach both the code of
medical ethics and the
|aw, under which assisted
suicideisacrime.

“Ms Sebire's request,
which is understandable
in human terms, cannot
succeedinlaw,” the court
said initsruling.

“While Ms Sebire's
physical deterioration
deserves compassion,
under French law the

French policemake arrestsin Parissuburb raids

Paris, 19 March —
Hundreds of French
policeraided homesin a
Paris suburb on Monday
and arrested 16 people
after an incident earlier
this month in which four
officers were injured,
authorities said.Nine
minorswere among those
arrested in the early
morning raid, which
involved up to 200 police
in Grigny, south of Paris.

Thefour officerswere
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hurt on 2 March after
being confronted by a
group of people gathered
near a baker's shop that
had been vandalized.
Three officerswere hitin
the face by lead shot and
afourthwashitintheleg
by shot and nails.
Interior Minister
Michele Alliot-Marie
stressed in a statement
her “ strong determination
not to leave unpunished
attacks on the forces of

order, particularly those
committed with fire-
ams’.

Thepoliceraid, which
was accompanied by
journalistsand television
cameras, followed asimi-
lar operationlast monthin
whichmorethan 30 people
werearrested onsuspicion
of involvementinviolent
clashes with policein the
suburb of Villers-le-Bel
in November.

MNA/Reuters

police and help with | RAMSI was a great
external security in the | example of regional judge must reject the
capital of Honiara, as | cooperation. request.”
part of the Regional MNA/Xinhua MNA/Reuters
South Korean )
astronaut Yi So-yeon
and Russian
cosmonauts Sergey
Volkov and Oleg

7/29/18, 08:52 PM

Kononenko pose for a
picturein Red Square
of Moscow’s Kremlin,
on 19 March, 2008. Yi
will serve as a payload
specialist with two
Russian cosmonauts
for a seven or eight
day mission to the
I nternational Space
Station, South Korea’'s
Science Ministry
said.—INTERNET




New technique holds promise for
rare eye cancer

CHicaco, 19 March
An experimental
technique for arare eye
cancer has saved some
childrenfromlosing their
eyes and even restored
visionin afew cases, US
researchers said on
Monday.

After threading a
catheter through the body
to the eye, doctors deli-
vered a drug directly to
retinoblastoma tumours
through an artery in the
eye. Thisalowedthemto
administer a much larger
doseof thechemotherapy

Study seesmore overlap
In US news cover age

New York, 18 March
— The US news media,
whittled down after a
year of extensivelayoffsat
newspapersandtelevision
outlets, focuses on a far
narrower band of news
despite audience demand
foravariety of information,
accordingtoastudy releas-
ed on Monday.

Initsfifth annual study
titled the “State of the
American News Media’,
the Washington-based
Project for Excellence in
Journalism found US
audiences still most
interested in news from
well-established outlets
suchastheNew York Times
or Washington Post asthey
read more on the Internet.

But as those organi-
zationscut jobsto contend
with declining advertising
andcirculation, thepattern
that emergesis a stronger
focus on a handful of
headline topics.

“Even with the revolu-
tionof information, wemay
have no wider ... a news
agendathanweused,” Tom
Rosenstiel, the PEJ's

director, told Reuters.
“Although it is frag-
mented across traditional
media, the staff at any one
of these news organiza
tionstendstobeshrinking,”
he said. —MNA/Reuters

drug melphalan, made by
GlaxoSmithKline under
the brand name Alkeran,
than is normally given
intravenously, they said.
Dr Pierre Gobin of New
Y ork-PresbyterianHospitd/
Weill Cornell Medical
Centre in New York, said
the technique offers a
“tremendous advance’ in
treating retinoblastoma,
which often involves re-
moving theeyesto keepthe
cancer from spreading. “It
alowsmany childrentokeep
their eyes and—in some
cases—restores vision,”
Gobin said in a statement.
MNA/Reuters
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WasHINGTON, 19 March
—Therateof tuberculosis
incidence fell slightly
worldwide for a second
straight year in 2006, but
therewerestill 9.2million
new cases and the disease
killed 1.7 million people,
theUN healthagency said
on Monday,

The rate decline of 0.6
per centin2006 compared
to 2005 was so modest
that the increase in the
world’ spopulation meant
there were actually more

World Health Organiza-
tion said in its annual
report on tuberculosis.

And WHO officials
cited worrisome trends
suggesting that recent
progress was stalling,
whilesaying moremoney
is needed to fight TB,
which trails only AIDS
as the world's leading
killer among infectious
diseases.

By region, Africa had
thehighest TB rateswhile
Asia had the most cases.
By nation, India had the

WHO says TB killed 1.7 million
globally in 2006

most cases, followed by
China, Indonesia, South
Africa and Nigeria,
according to the report
based on data from 202
countries and territories.
The data came out a
month after another WHO
report showed that TB
cases that defy existing
drugs were occurring
globally atthehighestrates
ever, with nearly 490,000
casesin 2006. Parts of the
former Soviet Union were
particularly vulnerable.

TB cases globally, the

Brazil destroys 7,000 coca
cropsin Amazon region

Rio pe JaNElrO, 19
March — The Brazilian
military has burned out
7,000 coca crops found
last week in Tabatingain
the northern state of
Amazonas state, the
military said on Monday.

This was the first time
that an Andean species of
coca has been detected in
Brazil’ sterritory, whereonly
another species, the* epadu,”
had been registered and has
asmaller cgpacity toproduce
cocaine, according to the
Eighth Jungle Infantry
Regiment. The plantation
where the destroyed coca
plants grew wastracked by
satellitesin the forest, near
the Peruvian border, and
occupied an area of two
hectares.

Previously, military
authorities said the
plantation had atotal area
of 100 to 150 hectares.

Theplantswerea most
ready to be harvested. A
laboratory equipped with
al the necessary devices
to produce cocaine was
alsodiscovered at thesite.

Experts said that coca
plantationsin Brazil might
be part of a plan designed
by drug-trafficking cartels
in Colombia to transfer
coca-growing plantations
to other areas in order to
escapefumigationsintheir
home country.So far coca
plantations have mainly
been found in countries
neighbouring Brazil, such
as Colombiaand Bolivia.

MNA/Xinhua

,"'/

The image shows a limited edition 12-bottle box
champagne that will be priced at 50,000 euros, according to French
drink firm Pernod-Ricard. The world' s most expensive champagne goes
on sale on Thursday targeting a“ super-rich” global elite. —XiNHUA

MNA/Reuters

sets of Perrier-Jouet

JAKARTA, 18 March —
The United States has
flatly denied allegations
itwasproducing biologi-

cal weapons from bird

20-3-08 NL 13

Plenty of kidswere on
hand to unpack the
first Lego creations

that arrived at the
new Legoland
Discovery Centrein
the western German
city of Duisburg on

17 March. The 3,500-

square-metre (37,673-

square-foot) centreis
dlated to open to the
public at the end of

April at atotal cost of

about 10 million
euros ($15.7 million).
INTERNET

7/29/18, 08:52 PM

flu samples sent by
Indonesia to the World
Health Organization, the
English daily The
Jakarta Post reported
Monday.

Michael H Anderson,
counselor for Public
Affairs at the US Em-
bassy in Indonesia, has
explained the US has
undertaken “not to de-
velop, produce, stock-
pile, or otherwiseacquire
or retain microbial or
other biological agentsor
toxins of types and in
guantities that have no
justification for prophy-
lactic, protective, and
other peaceful purposes,
as well as weapons and
means of delivery”.

The US is a party to
the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Deve-
lopment, Production and

US denies Indonesia’s allegation on
bird flu samples

Stockpiling of Bacterio-
logical (Biological) and
Toxin Weapons and on
Their Destruction, which
entered into force on 26
March, 1975.

However, Indonesian
senior biodefense resear-
cher IsroSamihardjo said
the US could use bird flu
virus samples from
Indonesia to develop
weapons at the Los
Alamos Laboratory.

Isro was speaking at a
meeting about Health
Minister Siti Fadilah
Supari’s newly released
book here Saturday. In her
book It's Time for the
World to Change, Divine
HandsbehindBirdFlu, Siti
writes of her suspicions
about a conspiracy
between the US and the
WHO.

MNA/Xinhua
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SAfricato

spend over

$3.7b on World Cup

JOHANNESBURG, 19
March — South Africa
will spend around 30 bil-
lion rand (3.7 billion US
dollars) on hosting the
2010 World Cup, accord-
ingtoareport released on
Tuesday.

"Thisreport showswe
have complied with liter-
aly every guarantee we
have made, we even went
beyondthat," SportsMin-
ister Mike Stofiletold the
SAPA news agency.

About 20 billion rand
had already been made
available for infrastruc-
ture investment, added
Stofile at a ceremony to
hand over the 2010 mid-
termgovernment report to
thecountry'sdeputy presi-
dent.

South Africais spend-
ing hillions to build new
stadiumsand upgradeoth-
ersbut therehasbeen con-
cernhighlevelsof violent
crime and construction

delays might cast acloud
over thefinals.

There have also been
fearsSouth Africa'spower
crisis might black out the
World Cup although offi-
cias have said all stadi-
ums will have power for
the tournament.

MNA/Reuters

Dortmund beat Jena to
reach German Cup final

BeruiN, 19 March — Bundesliga side Borussia
Dortmund beat 10-man Carl Zeiss Jena of the Second
Division 3-0in a German Cup semifinal on Tuesday.

They will play the winners of Wednesday's semifi-
nal between Bayern Munich and VfL Wolfsburg in
next month'sfinal in Berlin.

3-0 win against second division club FC Carl Zeiss
Jenain Dortmund, Germany. Dortmund goes into
next month's German Cup final.—INTERNET

S world number

- oneRoger
| Federer of
| Switzerland
servesto
Nicolas Mahut
of France
during a fourth
' round match at
the Pacific Life
Open at the
Indian Wells
Tennis Garden
in Indian Wells,
California.
Federer won
6-1, 6-1.
INTERNET

Feyenoord beat

Rotterbam (Nether-
lands), 19 March —
Feyenoord reached their
first Dutch Cup fina in
five yearswith a2-0 win
over NAC Breda thanks
to second-half goals by
Michael Molsand Denny
Landzaat on Tuesday.

Feyenoord went ahead
nine minutes after thein-
terval when captain
Giovanni Van Bronck-
horstrecoveredtheball in
midfield and set up 37-
year-old Molsto openthe
scoring.

A brilliant piece of
skill from Landzaat set-

tled the match 15 minutes
from time when he
rounded adefender before
beating NAC goalkeeper
Ten Rouwelaar with asu-
perb lob.

NAC, who are fourth
intheleagueaplaceand a
point behind Feyenoord,
attacked after going be-

hindinabidtoreachtheir
first final in 34 years but
couldnot breachthehome
defence. Feyenoord will
play Heracles Almelo or
Roda JC Kerkrade, who
meet on Wednesday, in
the April 27 final at their
own stadium.
MNA/Reuters

Krank| says
Austria need luck
to progressat
Euro’08

VIEnNA, 19 March —
Co-hosts Austria will be
lucky to get past thegroup
stages of Euro 2008,
former coachHansKrankl
said on Tuesday.

"There is aways the
chance with alittle bit of
luck, and if they are suc-
cessful intheir first game,
something which we be-
lievedwould not havebeen
possiblemight happen,” he
told reporters.

"But one should be
realistic, if they survive

the group stage this|

would be a great, great
success,” saidKrankl, who
coached the team from
2002-05.

MNA/Reuters

Brazil midfielder Tinga headed in arebound in the
13th minute for Dortmund, who last won the Cup in
1989, after Jena's Belarus goalkeeper Vasili
Khomutovski batted away a Mladen Petric shot.

Jena -- which had reached the semifinal s by knock-

ingout BundesligasidesV B Stuttgart, Nurembergand

ArminiaBielefeld -- put up abravefight in therain at
Dortmund before a Cup record crowd of 80,708.

But Jenawere reduced to 10 men when playmaker
Jan Simak was sent of with two yellow cards for
complaining about afoul in the 51st minute.

Diego Klimowicz tapped in arebound off aFlorian
Kringe shot in the 70th minute and Petric got the third
goal three minutes from time— MNA/Reuters

Vargas (L) of Caracas's Futbol Club fightsfor the
balls with Jonathan of Brazl's Cruzeiro during
their Copa Libertadores soccer match in Caracas,
on 18 March, 2008.—INTERNET

Paris, 19 March —
Two goals by Loris
Arnaud gave Paris St
Germain a 2-1 win over
Ligue 2 side Bastia on

Serbia's Ana I vanovic returns a shot against

Tuesday andaplaceinthe

Italy's Francesca Schiavone during their match at
the Pacific Life Open tennistournament in Indian
WEells, California on 18 March, 2008.—INTERNET
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Paris St Germain reach
French Cup quarters

French Cup quarterfinals.
The 20-year-old
Arnaud was the brightest
player inamostly inexpe-
rienced home team and
opened the scoring after
18minutesonly for Pierre-
Y vesAndretoequalizefor
the Corsicanswith astun-
ning 25-metre volley five
minutes | ater.

However, the PSG
striker netted the winner
when he latched onto a
Sylvain Armand cross
from the left in the 67th
minute. Thewinisamo-
rale boost for PSG, who
arel7thinLiguel, ahead
of atricky trip to leaders
Olympique Lyon on Sun-
day. — MNA/Reuters

Aberdeen dump holders Celtic out

of Scottish Cup

GLascow, 19 March—
Aberdeen knocked hold-
ers Cdltic out of the Scot-
tish Cup 1-0 thanks to a
second-half goal by Darren
Mackie at Celtic Park on
Tuesday.

Mackie latched onto a
knockdown by substitute
Lee Mair inside the pen-
alty area after 69 minutes
to fire a low shot under
Cditic's Polish goalkeeper
Artur Boruc.

Aberdeen will meet
Second Division Queen of
the South in the semifinals
on the weekend of 12 and
April 13.

Celtic's Australian
striker Scott McDonaldhad
come close in a scrappy
first half when hefastened
onto a fine back-heeled

7/29/18, 08:52 PM

pass by Dutchman Jan
Vennegoor of Hesselink
only to swerve his 10-me-
tre low shot narrowly
aroundthefar post after 39
minutes.

Aberdeen hit back five
minutes later when Cel-
tic skipper Stephen
McM anusspoor back pass
allowed Ricky Foster to
chargeinongoa but Boruc
raced out to block. How-
ever, therewasnothingthe
Pole could do to stop
Mackie firing home the
winner.

StMirrensuffereda3-1
home defeat against Sec-
ond Division St Johnstone
intheir quarter-final replay.

St Johnstonehad thetie
wrapped upinsidethefirst
half hour as Rocco Quinn

rifled a marvellous 18-
metre volley into the top
corner for the opener after
13 minutes.

Striker Andy Jackson
cracked the second high
into the net after 20 min-
utesandeight minuteslater
Peter MacDonald rifled a
shot from 25 metres into
the bottom corner.

St Johnstone's Paul
Sheerinhad apenalty saved
by goal keeper ChrisSmith
fiveminutesafter thebreak
before Billy Mehmet
pulled a goal back for St
Mirren 20 minutes | ater.

St Johnstone's semifi-
nal opponenets will be
Rangers or Second Divi-
sion Partick Thistle, who
play on Wednesday.

MNA/Reuters



Man killed in
planecrash

near Sydney
CANBERRA, 19 March
—Onemanwaskilledand
another injured in a light
plane crash in south-
western Sydney, local
police said on Tuesday.
Palice said the plane
crashed about seven
kilometresfromOranPark,
just off theNorthern Road,
a about 11:15 am locd
time (0115 GMT).
Ambulance officers
were cdled to the crash
site, the ABC radio
reported. Nofurther details
were available so far.
MNA/Xinhua
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Spacewalk complete,
Canadian robot tooled up

Housron, 19 Mar ch— Dextrethehandyman space robot now hasthetools
of histradeand isready for work.

Astronauts from the
shuttleEndeavour outfitted
the International Space
Sation’s newly installed
robotic maintenance man
with tools and cameras
during a spacewalk that
ended early on Tuesday.

Veteran spacewaker
Richard Linnehan and
rookie Robert Behnken
were back in the station
after an outing of admost
seven hours.

“It’ sapretty awesome
view just looking down
on everything,” Linnehan
commented at one point
astheduofloated inspace
over 200 miles above the
planet.

Itwasthethirdof five
spacewa ksscheduled for
Endeavour’ shusy 12-day
visittotheorbita outpost.
It was not al smooth
saling.

Theastronautsbattied

Tigerskill gx

Bangladeshis near Sundarbans

KHuLNA (Bangladesh),
19March— Tigersstaking
into Bangladesh villages
around Sundarbans man-
grove forests have killed
six people and mauled 12
others over the last two
months, forestofficidssaid
on Tuesday.

Inthelatest incident a
fisherman was killed on
Monday at Satkhdi Village
near thevast svampy forest
some 500 kilometres (312
miles) southwest of the
capital Dhaka.

The Sundarbans is a
UNESCO World Heritage
siteand hometo the Royal
Bengd tiger.

The victims were

gther fishing or farming
near the forests.

A tiger was trapped
alive by people at Goripur
Villageand handed over to
Forest Departmenttoreturn
it tothe swampy forest.

In December a Roya
Bengdl tiger, an endanger-
ed species, waskilledina
confrontationwithvillagers
a avillage. Four people
were adso injured in the
confrontation.

Forest officials said
tigerssneskingintovillages
mainly at night has
increased following the
deadly cyclone that hit
Bangladesh coastslate last
year.

has increased in recent
months. Maybe they are
coming out of forests in
search of food,” a senior
forest officid said.
MNA/Reuters

to secure a science
experiment outside of
Europe's  Columbus
laboratory and in the end
took it back totheshuttle's
payload bay.

The Canadian-built
robot, dubbed Dextre, was
assembled during the
mission's second space-
walk. It resembles a
humanoid stick figurewith
gangly 11-foot (3.4 metre)
ams.

NASA saysitwill save
astronauts from much of
the routine maintenance
they currently do on
arduous and potentially
dangerous spacewalks,
enabling them to devote
more time to the
experiments and other
scientific activities.

MNA/Reuters

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

Up to 43 killed in Karbala suicide bombing

BacHDAD, 19 March
— Thecasudtytoll froma
suicide bombing in Irag's
Shiiteholy city of Karbala
on Monday rose to 43
killed and 70 people
wounded, an Interior
Ministry source said on
Tuesday.

“Thelatest reportswe
have said that 43 people
were killed and 70 others
were wounded by the
suicide bomb attack in

source told Xinhua on
condition of anonymity.

Earlier, AlaaHumood,
head of Karbalas hedlth
office, dsoputthetoll at 43
killedand 73 othersinjured
by the blagt in which a
female suicide bomber
blew up explosivebdt at a
busy coffeeshopinanarea
near the shrine of Imam
Hussein in the city, some
110 kilometres south of
Baghdad.

attacked while they were “Thestrayingoftigers | k grbalaonM onday,” the MNA/Xinhua
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Summary of obser vationsrecorded at 9:30hours
M ST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershow-
ers have beenisolatedin Kachin State, weather has
been partly cloudy in Rakhine State, upper Sagaing
and Taninthayi Divisions and generally fair in the
remaining States and Divisions. Day temperatures
were(3°C) aboveMarchaveragetemperaturesinChin
State, Magway andBago Divisionsand about March
average temperatures in the remaining States and
Divisions. The significant day temperatures were
Minbu (41°C), Magway (40°C), Chauk, Thayawady
and Hinthada (39°C) each. Thenoteworthy amount of
rainfall recorded was Putao and Machanbaw (0.16)
inch each.

Maximum temperature on 18-3-2008 was 99°F.
Minimumtemperatureon 19-3-2008 was 70°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 19-3-2008
was 76%. Total sunshine hours on 18-3-2008 was
(7.6) hours approx.

Rainfall on 19-3-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Tota rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Y angon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(4) mph from North at (16:30) hours MST on
18-3-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand South Bay and generally fair else-
where in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 20-3-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated rain or thundershowersin Kachin
and Northern Shan States and Taninthayi Division,
weather will be partly cloudy in Mon and Kayin
States, Sagaing, Mandalay, Ayeyawady, Bago and
Y angon Divisionsand generally fairin the remaining
areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Seas will be moderate in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of continuation of isolated rain or thundershowersin
the Northern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
area for 20-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 20-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 20-3-2008: Partly cloudy

(R 489

Published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, Union of Myanmar. Edited and printed at The New Light of Myanmar Press,
No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones. Editors392308, M anager 392226, Cir culation 392304, Advertisement 392223,
Accounts 392224, Administration 392225, Production/Press 392369

20-3-08 NL 15

7/29/18, 08:52 PM



14th Waxing of Tabaung 1369 ME

“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Thursday, 20 Mar ch, 2008

7

People’s Desire

Y«  Wefavour stability.
Y«  We favour peace.
v We oppose unrest and violence.
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|Nformation Minister | [KeNCCIERUEEEL
Anniversary
Mmeets staff of NPE Armed Forces Day

\

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan meeting with employees of News and Periodicals

Enterprise. — mMNA

Y ANGON, 19 March — Minister for Informa-
tion Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan met departmental staff of
Newsand PeriodicalsEnterprise at the meeting hall of
the Central Printing Press of Printing and Publishing
Enterprise on Theinbyu Road here at 5.30 pm today.

Also present at the meeting were Managing
Director U Soe Win of News and Periodicals Enter-
prise, Director-General U Chit Naing of Information
and Public Relations Department, Managing Director
U Aung Myo Myint of MyanmaM otion Picture Enter-
prise, deputy directors-general, directors, chief edi-
tors, deputy directors, officers and staff.

AtthemeetingMinister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
delivered aspeech. He said State-run newspapersare
becoming popul ar among the people asthey carry and
feature various kinds of newsin all sectors and they
have been good in form aswell as content these days.
Actually, the success is due to the cooperative efforts
of the staff of NPE. The minister said he recognized
and praised the staff for their achievementsand called
for more efforts to ensure more success.

Later, the minister |eft necessary instructions
and fulfilled the requirements.

*  Towork inconcert withthepeo-
plein building a peaceful, mod-
ern, developed and discipline-
flourishing democratic nation

* To realize the seven-step Road
Map of the State joining hands
with the people

* Joining hands with the people
and based on Union Spirit to
crush internal and external de-
structive elements sabotaging
stability and development of the
State

* To build a strong, capable and
modern patriotic Tatmadaw to
safeguard Our Three Main Na-
tional Causes
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Significant Day
Temperatures
Minbu (41°C)
Magway (40°C)
Chauk (39°C)
Thayawady (39°C)
Hinthada (39°C)
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MRTV-41t0 use

new fregquency

NAay Pvi Taw, 19 March — The Myanma
Radio and Television under the Ministry of Infor-
mationistransmittingMRTV -4 anditsrel ated chan-
nelstomajor citiesincluding Y angonthrough DV B-
T system. From 20 to 24 March, MRTV will use
frequency 3617 MHz instead of 3659 MHz.

Those who do not receive MRTV-4 and its
related channels as usual may search the proper
channel step by step. If any problem occurs, contact
the sales centres concerned.

MNA






