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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

* Buildingof anew moder n developed nation *
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic abjectives

Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-round develop- *

ment of other sector sof the economy aswell _
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and Iinvestments from sourcesinside *

the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekeptinthe

hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation
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Chairman of the State Peace and Development Councll
Senior General Than Shwereceives Thal Prime Minister

7,

Nay Pvi Taw, 14 March — Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council of the Union
of Myanmar Senior General Than Shwe received the
visiting Thai delegationled by Mr Samak Sundaravej,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, at
Bayintnaung Y eiktha, here, this morning.

Together with Senior General Than Shwe
wereVice-Chairman of the State Peace and Devel op-
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Senior General Than Shwe receives Thai adegation led by Thai

ment Council Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, Mem-
ber of the SPDC General Thura Shwe Mann, Prime
Minister General Thein Sein, Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, Minister for Na-
tional Planning and Economic Development U Soe
Tha, Ministerfor Foreign AffairsU NyanWin, Deputy
Minister for Hotelsand Tourism Brig-Gen AyeMyint
Kyu, Director-General of the SPDC Office Col Kyaw
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Prime_Minister Mr Samak ndaravej in Nay Pyi Taw. —mNA

Kyaw Win, Director-General of the Government
Office Col Thant Shinand Director-General U Kyaw
Kyaw of Protocol Department under the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
Mr Samak Sundaravej and party were accompanied
by Thai Ambassador to the Union of Myanmar Mr
Bonsarn Bunnag. — MNA

If you really favour transition to democratic nation ...

Pace 7

Internal and external anti-government groups, which are criticizing the government’s
endeavour swith negativeviews, areinstigating the peoplethrough theinterview programmes,
Myanmar and international affairs programme and live broadcast programmes of foreign
radio stations of the colonialist bloc to oppose the draft of the State Constitution.

KEeTu NiLAR

Emergence of the State Congtitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Takefire preventative
measuresin all seriousness

Outbreaks of fire are common in
summer in which theweather ishot and dry.
As such, people need to be mindful of the
possible outbreaks of fire.

Reviewing the outbreaks of fire, it is
found that over 82 per cent of the outbreaks
of fire have been due to negligence. Fire
causesthelossof property worth hundredsof
millionsyearly.

As fires usually break out in the
months of January, February, March and
April, people are to practise a constant
vigilance against the possible outbreaks of
firein those periods.

In the meantime, people are to pay
mor eattentiontotheuseof fireasit can bring
agreat troubleto them.

Theoutbreaksof firecaused thegr eat
lossof livesand property of thepeopleaswell
asthelossof property and assetsof the state.
Therefore, flammable materials are needed
to be handled with care.

With the growing population and
higher living standardsthe use of electricity
and electronic equipment has become high.
And great careisneeded when using them.

In building such new major buildings
asfactories, mills, modern shopping centres,
etc advice and suggestions should be sought
from the Fire Services Department for
emer gencies.

Well aware of the loss of lives and
property of the people caused by fires the
entire people are to cooperate with the
organizations concerned and property
contractors in taking fire preventative
measur es.

All in all, preventative measures
against outbreakesof firesaretobetaken in
all seriousness. Only then, will the people be
freefromthedanger sof such natural disaster.

-~

Opposethoserelying on external eements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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4th M eeting of 6th 47-member State Sangha M aha
Nayaka Committee commences

Y ANGON, 14 March— The Fourth Meeting of
the Sixth 47-member State Sangha Maha Nayaka

Thabin Hall on Kaba Aye Hill, here, this morning.
Chairman of the SSMNC Magway Maha

Committee was held at Wizaya Mingala Dhamma WithutayamaTaikthit Monastery Sayadaw Abhidhaja

Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddhammajotika
Bhaddanta Kumara.—wmna
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The 4th meeting of the 6th 47-

ember State Sangha M ah'a Nayaka Commlttee in progress —M NA

Maha Rattha Guru Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammaj otika Bhaddanta Kumara presided over
the meeting, and Joint-Secretary Agga Maha Pandita
Bhaddanta Manitasiribhivamsa acted as MC.

The Chairman Sayadaw delivered an address.
Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen ThuraMyint
Maung supplicated on the religious affairs.

Joint-Secretary Dvipitakadhara Agga Maha
Pandita Bhaddanta Nimala submitted the report of the
SSMNC (Second Branch). Branch Member Sayadaws
also supplicated on respective sectors.

In the afternoon, members of the SSMNC
discussed Vinigchaya, religious and Pariyatti affairs.

Also present at the meeting were Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko, Adviser U Arnt
Maung and departmental heads.

Today, wellwishers U Shein Myint-Thiri
ThudhammaTheingi Daw Khin ThanMyintandfamily
of No98in SayaSan Ward of Bahan Township offered
‘soon’ to members of the Sangha. — MNA
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Thazin Naing Trading Co
distributes bio-fertilizers

Y anGon, 14 March—Thazin Naing Trading
CoLtd assoleagent in Myanmar importssuper JKA4,
Petchkue, Crown and two diamonds brand bio-
fertilizers from Petchnumfah Co Ltd of Thailand and
distributes them to the local farmers.

The bio-fertilizers comprise nitrogen,
phosphorus, potassium, magnesium and sulpha that
areessentia sfor devel opment of theplants. Dueto use
of bio-fertilizers, the farmers can boost production of
paddy on fertile lands.

Super JK A4, Petchkue, Crown and two
diamonds brand bio fertilisers are available at Thazin
Naing Trading Co Ltd at Room No 1301, 13th level of
Olympic Tower on Bo Aung Kyaw street, Kyauktada
Township (Ph-256619, 392534, 245608 and Fax:
392534).—MNA
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| Sales promotion to be held at Blazon

Y aANGoN, 14 March—Sa espromotionfor Pre-
Water Festival and entertainment programmes will
be held in Blazon Department Store from 15 March
to 12 April.

In “Buy 3 Items’ category, the buyer will
receive Gift Voucher valued from K 1,000 to K
60,000 if she buysthree designated items of fashion
clothes.

ThefamousBranded Sunglasseswill besold
on specia discount under the title of “Be Summer
Style-Elite”.

Under thetitle of “Let Your Beauty Shine”,
saleswill beheldfrom 21to 31 March andthefamous
cosmetics of Kanebo, Pupa, Shiseido, Za& Whitia,
Revlon, L’ oreal and Maybelline will be available on
\special discount.

Mr & Ms Thingyan Kids Model Contest for
aged 4 to 9 will be held on 6 April. Children wishing
to participate in the contest may register in Blazon
from 15 March to 1 April.

For the Water Festival, “Lolane Hair Color
Demonstration Workshop 2008, Korea Hair Style”
Hair Show, organized by Blazon and sponsored by
Lolane Hair Products, will be held at Blazon
Department Store from 7 to 12 March.

Variousitemsof food and goodswill be sold
with special price in the sales promotion during the
Water Festival.

Theseprogrammeswill beheld at Blazonsin
Yangon and Mandalay. Blazon Department Store
will remain open on 12 and 17 April.

MNA
J
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NATO alliesundecided on |
missile shield

BrusseLs, 14 March—
NATO will delay a
decision on whether to
commission a missile
shield to protect those
parts of Europe not
covered by aplanned US
system because major
issues remain open, an
aliance officia said on
Wednesday.

NATO adlies Greece,
Romania, Bulgaria and
Turkey will not be fully
covered by aproposed US
shield in East Europe to
counter missile threats
from what Washington

calls “rogue states’ such
as Iran and North Korea.

The United States had
originally sought a
decision by an alliance
summit in Bucharest next
month on whether to go
aheadwithaNATO"bolt-
on” shield to cover those
countries, but anumber of
allies are sceptical about
theplan.“1 don’tthink we
aregoingto seeadecision
there. | don't see any
nation pushing for a
decision onan actual pro-
curement programme,”
NATO Assistant Secre-

USvoterssay they are
wor se off than 2004

WasHINGTON, 14 March
— A plurality of USvoters
heading into the Novem-
ber presidential election
saidthey areworseoff than
they were four years ago,
according to an NBC
News/Wall Street Journal

poll released  on
Wednesday.
NBC reported that this

was the first time since
1992 that a majority of
voters answered “no”
whenasked" Areyoubetter
off nowthanyouwerefour
years ago?’ Forty-three
per cent of respondentssaid
they were worse off,
compared with 34 per cent
who said they were better

off and 21 per cent who
said their status was the
same, NBC reported.

By contrast, strong
pluralities or majorities
said that they were better
off before entering the
genera elections in 1996,
2000 and 2004, NBC said.

But Democrats, whoare
trying to take back the
White House after eight
yearsof GeorgeW Bush's
presidency, remaindivided
over whothey wanttotake
on presumptive Republi-
can nominee Senator John
McCaininthe4November
general ele-ction, NBC
said.

MNA/Reuters

nlan

tary-General for Defence
Investment Division
Peter Flory told a news
briefing.

“The questions tend to
be: How much would this
cost?How effectivewould
itbe?Wherewoulditfitin
with a broader concept of
how you would deal with
weapons of mass destru-
ction?’ Whileinsigtingthat
Russia—which opposes
the US plan —had no say
in the final decision on a
NATO shield, Flory said:
“Itisclearly anelementin
our discussion.”

MNA/Reuters

Palestinians survey the damage in a house after an Israeli army raid in
Seida village, near the West Bank town of Tulkarm, on 12 March,
2008.—INTERNET

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Wounded East Timor President
names gunman

CANBERRA, 14 March—East Timor President Jose

Ramos-Horta, critically wounded in an assassination
attempt in February, has named the gunman who shot
andnearly killedhim, an Australian newspaper reported
on Thursday.

Ramos-Horta, 58, named Marcelo Caetano, one of
600rebel soldierssacked after going onstrikein 2006,
as the gunman who shot him outside the gates of his
villa near the capital Dili, the Age newspaper said,
guoting Ramos-Horta' s brother Arsenio.

“The President recognized him. This man must be
broughtto justice,” Arsenio Ramos-Hortatold the paper.
Rebelsambushed Ramos-Hortaduring an early morning
walk on 11 February, and also mounted aseparatefailed

attack on Prime Minister XananaGusmao. Ramos-Horta

wasshot several timesin theattack inwhich rebel |eader
Alfredo Reinado was killed— MNA/Reuters

An Iragi boy reactsin
pain after hewas
wounded in aroadside
bomb blast that
targeted an American
military patrol, at a
hospital in Baghdad,
on 13 March , 2008.
INTERNET

Armenian leader pledgesto soften emergency rule

Yerevan, 14 March—
Armenian President Ro-
bert Kocharyan pledged on
Wednesday to ease a state
of emergency which he
imposed earlier thismonth

to violent clashes with
police. Kocharyan also
warned the opposition not
to stage any new protests
while political tension
remainedhigh.“ Tonightor
tomorrow morning | will

sign a decree which will
changetheinterpretation (of
emergency rule),” Koch-
aryantoldreporters.Hesaid
he would ease some of the
restrictions on media
coverage. —MNA/Reuters

after oppositionprotestsled
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France'slast
WWI veteran
diesat 110

Paris, 14 March—
France’'s last surviving
veteran of World War
One, an [talian
immigrant who fought
in the trenches with the
Foreign Legion, has
died at the age of 110,
the president’s office
said on Wednesday.

MNA/Reuters

8/12/18, 02:50 PM

Spokesman saysUSHR

Report on Vietham false

Hanol, 14 March — The US State Department's
Human Rights Report 2007 was based on false and
prejudiced information about Vietnam, local
newspaper VietnamNewsFriday quoted aspokesman
of the Vietnamese Foreign Ministry as saying.

It was regrettable that it had again failed to make
objective observations about thereal situationinthe
country, spokesman of the Vietnamese Foreign
Ministry Le Dung said.

Vietnam has made great strides in ensuring and
developing freedom of its citizens and the
achievements have been recognized and highly
appreciated by international community, he said.

Vietnam respects the rights of al citizens to
freedom and democracy, he said, noting that like
other countries, itisunacceptableto exploit therights
to violate the law. Dung said it is normal that
Vietnam and the United States have differences on
human rightsissues. He has called for an increased
exchange and dialogue based on equality between
thetwo countrieswithoutinterferingininternal affairs
of each other.—MNA/Xinhua

Cambodiareects US
human rights assessment

PuNnom PenH, 14 March — Cambodia has
dismissed aUSreport on the country’ shuman rights
record, saying that the annua report to the US
Congress entirely contradicts the true reality in the
country, the Cambodia Daily newspaper reported
Friday.

The Cambodian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has
issued a statement in response of the US report,
saying “we have found that many of the accusations
contained in this report do not even exist or are
simply over exaggerated”.

“We certainly recognize that human rights in
Cambodia are not perfect. But is there any perfect
human rights situation anywhere in the world?’ the
statement said, adding that the report relied too
heavily ontheviewsof anti-government NGOs(Non-
Government Organizations) and appeared timed to

coincide with the national e ection. —MNA/Xinhua
\_ J
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WasHinGToN, 13 March— Chanting
“war criminal,” anti-war protesters
waved blood-coloured hands at US
Secretary of State CondoleezzaRiceon
Wednesday, but police held them back
as she left a Capital Hill hearing room.

Earlier, Republicanshad complained
about the distraction from the group as
they held up signs saying “Condi Kills
Kids’ during the hearing on the State
Department budget.

But the chairman of the House of
Representativescommittee, aNew Y ork
Democrat declained to eject the
protesters.

“We're here in the United States of
America. And as long as they don't
\disrupt this proceeding and as long as

US anti-war protesters chant
“war criminal” at Rice

they’re silent, they will be welcome,”
said Representative Nita Lowev, who
runs the subcommittee overseeing State
Department appropriations.

“But they may not stand and they may
not disrupt the proceedings.”

They demonstrators, between 15 and
20membersof theCodePink organizaton
often seen at congressional hearings on
Irag, included one woman who was
arrested last autumn for waving blood-
coloured hands in Rice' s face.

The protesters wore pink. T-shirts
splatteredwithred, aswell aspink scarves
and pink artificial flowers braided into
thei hair. Therewereoccas onal outbursts
from the group.

MNA/Reuters

Protestersholduptheir mock bloody handsasUSSecretary of State Condoleezza

Rice (front) testifies about the International Affairs Budget in front of the

House State, Foreign Operations and Related Programmes Subcommittee on
Capitol Hill in Washington, on 12 March , 2008.—XINHUA

ASEAN
scholars
Say
China
not a
threat

Belang, 14 March — Scholars from the Association of the South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) said on Thursday that Chinawasnot athreat toits 10-member
countries and appreciated China's foreign and defence policies.

"Chinathreat is not really a hard, physical, reality-based assessment,"
said Bernard Loo, Nanyang Technological University assistant professor, at
adial ogue between senior defence scholarsfrom Chinaand ASEAN countries
that opened here on Wednesday.

"Chinahasbeenmuchinvolvedintheworldeconomy andworldglobalization.
If there would be awar, the process will be jeopardized. In that respect, | don't
really think Chinais athreat to the region," said the Singaporean.

He said China's diplomacy had been a success, and the country was now
prepared to deal with ASEAN asawhole, and continued to deal with individual
countries on abilateral basis.

Loo noted China ranked first in a survey in terms of trustworthiness in
Southeast Asia. The country was becoming more confident and more countries
felt more comfortable in dealing with it. — MNA/Xinhua
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A bulldozer removes a

car wreck at the site
where a car bomb
exploded and killed at
least 18 peoplein
central Baghdad,
Irag, on 13 March,
2008. The car bomb
exploded in a popular
commercial area
wounded at least 54
people.—INTERENT

B’ desh Govt terms USHR!

report disappointing

J

DHaka, 14 March —
Bangladesh Government
Thursday termed the US
State Department's human
rightspracti cesreport-2007
on Bangladesh disappoint-
ingforits“lack of balance”
in presenting the country's
ground redlities, private
newsagency UNBreported
Thursday.

The state department
reportrel easedinWashing-
ton Tuesday saidtheBang-
ladesh caretaker govern-
ment’ shumanrightsrecord
worsened, inpart duetothe
state of emergency and
postponement of elections.

Reacting to the report,
Bangladeshi  Foreign
Ministry said Bangladesh
is committed to upholding
human rights of al its
citizensinaccordancewith
its congtitutional obliga-
tions.

A spokesman for the
ministry noted that all,
including the international
community, know the
circumstanceswhichledto
the declaration of state of
emergency early January
2007.“Itisunderstood that
during the State of Emer-
gency, some fundamental
rights remain suspended.
However, the government
is extremely careful in
enforcing such provisions
so that the fundamental
rights are not infringed,”
the spokesman said.

The spokesman also
said that the government is
disappointed at thereport's
lack of balance asit failed
to mention the significant
reform measures taken by
the caretaker government
for consolidating and
sustaining democracy.

MNA/Xinhua

BacHDAD, 14 March —
US soldiers accidentally

year.

US soldiers accidentally

The military said

kill Iraqi child

someone”.

shot and killed a child on
Wednesdayinlrag'sDiyala
Province, the US military
said on Thursday.

The killing of Iragi
civilianshaslongputastrain
on relations between
Baghdad and Washington,
who thisweek began talks
on future relaions and the
presenceof UStroopsafter
the current UN mandate
expires at the end of this

15-3-08 NL 4

soldiers were operating in
an area where roadside
bombs had been found
recently in ethnicaly and
religioudy mixed Diyala,
one of four northern
provinces where US and
Iraqi havelaunchedaseries
of operationsthis year.
The soldiers fired a
warning shot into a sand
berm after they found a
"sugpicious woman who
appearedtobesignallingto

The military said a
young girl was found on
the other side of the berm
suffering from a gunshot
wound. Soldierstrestedthe
girl and called for emer-
gency help but shedied on
the way to a military
hospital. They saidtheinci-
dent was under investiga-
tion but no other detals
about the girl or the exact
location were available,

MNA/Reuters

lragis bury 10 after blast
US sayskilled no one

BacHDAD, 14 March —
[twasanincident that aptly
summed up the fog of war
inlrag— relativesburying
nine women and a child
they said werevictimsof a
bomb attack on a bus in
whichthe USmilitary said
no one died.

Inlraq, acts of violence
are amost always
accompanied by multiple
accounts from witnesses,
police, hedth officias and
USforces. Butevenby Iraqi

8/12/18, 02:50 PM

standards Tuesday's attack
on a bus full of mourners
wasapuzzle.
TheUSmilitary saidin
astatement on Wednesday
the bus was hit by an
explosively formed
penetrator, a particularly
deadly type of roadside
bomb normally used
against US armoured
vehicles. A nearby US
convoy was aso caught in
the blast.
"Operational reports

confirmoneUSsoldier and
onecivilianwerewounded
intheconvoy," themilitary
sadinastatementthat came
after a day of conflicting
casudty reports.

A spokesmanfor British
military forcesinthenearby
southern city of Basra,
Major TomHolloway, said
he was till trying to work
outthenumber of casudties
after police initially
reported 16 people being
killed. —MNA/Reuters



China, Russiato further
enhance strategic cooper ation

Beline, 13 March—
China and Russia are
ready to further enhance
their strategic partnership
of cooperation, Foreign
Minister Y ang Jiechi said
here on Wednesday.

“China-Russiarelations
arein good shape,” Y ang
said in response to a
question raised by a
Russian journalist at a
Press conference on the

sidelines of the annual
parliamentary session. He
voiced China’'s “warm
congratulations”  for
Russia’'s President-elect
Dmitry Medvedev, and
the country’s high appr-
eciation for outgoing
President Vladimir Putin
forhisgreat contributions
to Sino-Russian relations
over the years.

The two countries, in

Jia Qinglin reelected chairman
of China’'s CPPCC

BeuinG, 14 March — Jia Qinglin was reelected
chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC),
the top political advisory body, here on Thursday
afternoon, starting a new term of five years.

A total of 25 vice-chairpersons, asecretary-general
and 298 Standing Committee members of the 11th
CPPCC National Committee were aso elected at the
fourth plenary meeting of the First Session of the 11th
CPPCC National Committee.

The 11th CPPCC National Committee has 2,236
members, and 2,178 attended Thursday's plenary
meeting.

Fifty-four ball ot examinerschecked 23 ball ot boxes
beforethevoting, which started at 3:45 p.m. and lasted
about half an hour.

Among the newly elected chairman and vice-
chairpersons, 13 people are members of non-
Communist parties and the All-China Federation of
Industry and Commerce, or personages without party
affiliation, while five are from ethnic minorities and
four are women. — Xinhua

the second decade of their
strategic partnership of
cooperation, have agreed
to push forward bilateral
tiesinthespiritof theSino-
Russian Good-Neigh-
bourly  Treaty of
Friendship and Coopera-
tion. “We're confident of
the prospects of our
relations,” said Y ang.
He said China and
Russia will further boost
high-level contacts and
exchanges, enhance
support for each other,
particularly on issues
concerning each other’s
core interests, expand
trade and economic
cooperation, and enhance
cooperation on inter-
national and regional
affairs so as to further
boost world peace and
development.
Xinhua
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A Hong Kong student
receives temperature
check as authorities

order primary and
kindergarten students
to stay home amid
recent outbreaks
of theflu.

INTERNET

[AII items from Xinhua NewsAgencyj

FM says Chinaisone of
safest placesin world

Belane, 13 March—
Chinais one of the safest
places in the world, said
Foreign Minister Yang
Jechi Wednesday morn-
ing at a Press conference

Japan, Russia agreeto talks over
disputed territories

Tokvyo, 13 March—
Japanese Prime Minister
Yasuo Fukuda and
Russian President-elect
Dmitry Medvedev agreed
on Tuesday over tele-
phoneto continuebilateral
summit talks over a
territorial dispute for the
conclusion of a peace
treaty. During the 10-
minutetalklaterintheday,
Fukuda expressed his
willingness to cooperate
with the Russian side to
seek concrete progressin

resolving the territorial
dispute and to lift the
Japan-Russiarelationship
toahigher level, Japanese
media reported.

For hispart, Medvedev
said Russia is ready to
continue talks with Japan
on the difficult territorial
issue. He also pledged to
fully cooperate with the
Japanese government for
the success of the Group

of Eight summit slated for
July in northern Japan’s
Hokkaido Prefecture.
Territorial dispute over
the four islands off
Hokkaido, namely,
Kunashiri, Etorofu,
Shikotan and Habomai,
has been a long-standing
block in the devel opment
of ties between Japan and
Russia
Xinhua

on the sidelines of the
annual parliamentary
session. “If you don't
believeit, you can ask your
ambassador in China, or
any ambassadors from
Westerncountries. Dothey
feel safer in Chinaor else-
where?’ Yang said when
answeringaquestionraised
by aBritishjournalist.
The question came
following reports about a
foiledattack onapassenger
plane of the China South-
ern Airlines on 7 March.
Some passengers were
caught carrying “suspi-
ciousliquid” on board the
CZ6901flight, destined to
Beijing from Urumqi,
capital of thenorthwestern
Xinjiang Uygur Auto-
nomousRegion. —Xinhua

Photo taken on 13
March, 2008 shows a
giant silk embroidery
artwork in Suzhou of
east China’s Jiangsu

Province. —XiNHUA
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reported on Wednesday.—Xinhua

Four killed in Mississippi
shooting
WasHINGTON, 13 March—A man shot dead hisex-

wife andtwo other peoplebeforecommitting suicide
in McComb, Mississippi on Wednesday.

Witnesses said the man walked into the Regions
Bank onMain Street wherehisex-wifeworked, and
opened fire. Hekilled a customer and an employee
there and then took his ex-wife away with him.

Thewoman’ sbody waslater found on ahighway
a few kilometres from the bank. The shooter
apparently shot himself and crashed his vehicle at
another location. Hefinally died in a hospital.

McComb Palice Chief Billie Hughes described
theincident asa domestic dispute. None of victims
nor the killer have been identified—Xinhua

French Army helicopter
crashesin lvory Coast

Agipaan (Ivory Coast), 13March— A French Army
helicopter crashed near the central city of Bouakein
Ivory Coast, with both crew membersescapingunhurt,
thearmy said in astatement Monday.

“About 13:45 local time (GMT), a Gazelle
helicopter belonging to the French Licorne Force
crashed above a dam some kilometres south of
Bouake,” the statement from the Licorne base in
Ivory Coast said. An error of the pilot wasindicated
asthe possible cause of the accident. —Xinhua

Russians prefer Clinton to Obama
to be US President

Moscow, 13 March—Who in the United States
presidential race will get a vote from a Russian?
Most probably Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton of
New York rather than Senator Barack Obama of
Illinois, alatest poll shows.

Of the 1,600 respondentsto thepoll carried out in
mid-February by the All-Russian Public Opinion
Research Centre (VTsIOM), 19 per cent said they
wouldvotefor Cliton but only 4 per cent for Obama
and 1 per cent would vote for a different candidate
if they could.

In the poll conducted in 135 Russian regions, 19
per cent of respondents believethat it will be better
for Russia's national interests if a Democratic
candidatewinstheelections, while4 per cent prefer
a Republican candidate, Interfax news agency
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Museum contractors ep.

“Surrounding David”, by Indonesian artist
Titurabi, for display at the National Museum in
Singapore on 12 March, 2008.—XiNHUA

Philippines Govt debt
down 3.6% in 2007

MANiLA, 14 March—The Philippines’ Government
debt fell to 3.712 trillion pesos (90.31 billion US
dollars) at the end of December 2007, down 3.6 per
cent from the previous year, the country’s Bureau of
Treasury said on Wednesday.

Tota debt shrank 1.0 per cent from November, as
the peso’ s appreciation against the greenback helped
trim debt by 46 billion pesos (1.12 billion dollars), the
Bureau of Treasury saidin aPressrelease, adding that
the gain of other currencies against the dollar also
brought down government debt by 13 billion pesos
(316 million dallars).

Of the total outstanding debt, 1.511 trillion pesos
(36.76 hillion dollars), or 41 per cent, is owed to

| foreigncreditorsand2.201 trillion pesos(53.55billion
U5 | dollars), or 59 per cent, to domestic creditors.

The peso gained nearly 19 per cent against the US
dollar in 2007 to become Asia's best performing
currency, supported by strong foreignexchangeinflows
that included last year’ s record 14.4 hillion dollarsin
remittances from overseas Filipino workers.

The Philippine Government isaiming for abalanced
budget thisyear following adecade of deficitsthat had
led to abloated public debt. The Philippines registered
a budget deficit of 9.4 billion peso (about 230 million
dollars) in2007, thelowestin 10 years.—MNA/Xinhua

Googlewins EU approval
to buy DoubleClick

BrusseLs, 13 March—The Internet search engine
giant Googlewon Tuesday approval fromtheEuropean
Union (EU) to buy US online advertising firm
DoubleClick for 3.1 billion US dollars.

“The transaction would be unlikely to have harmful
effects on consumers, either in ad serving or in
intermediation in online advertising markets,” the
European Commission, theEU’ santitrustwatchdog, said
inastatement after concluding an in-depth investigation
into the deal. Google operatesan Internet search engine
that offerssearch capabilitiesfor end usersfree of charge
andprovidesonlineadvertisingspaceonitsownwebsites.
It also providesintermediation servicesto publishersand
advertisers for the sale of online advertising space on
partner websites through its network “AdSense’.

DoubleClick mainly sells ad serving, management
and reporting technology worldwide to website
publishers and to advertisers and agencies. Such
technology alows Internet publishers and advertisers
toensurethat advertisementsareposted ontherel evant
websites and to report on the performance of such
advertisements.

The Commission said its in-depth market
investigationfoundthat Googleand DoubleClick were
not exerting major competitive constraints on each
other’ sactivitiesand could, therefore, not beconsidered
as competitors at the moment.—MNA/Xinhua

EU callsfor clarification of
Gazprom-Ukraineties

BRrusseLs, 13March—European Uniongovernments
called on Tuesday for Ukraine and Russian natural gas
monopoly Gazprom to clarify their relations after a
recent spat over debtscut energy suppliestotheformer
Soviet republics.

Gas experts from the EU’ s 27 nations also said the
gascuts to Ukraine—which threatened suppliesto the
EU—strengthened the case for the bloc to improve
coordination of itsenergy policies.

“The group underlined the importance and the
necessity of urgent clarification of relations between
Gazpromand Ukraineas far asdomestic Ukrainiangas
consumption and gas transit towards the EU is

Touristssay London isdirty
and expensive

Lonbon, 14 March —
London is the most
expensive and dirtiest
Europeancitytovisit, butis
the best for parks and par-
ties, atraveller survey said
onWednesday. Despitethe
British capital’s poor
ranking for cleanlinessand
value for money, it is il
the most favoured destina-
tion for travelers visiting
Europe, TripAdviser said.

London, though, had the
best nightlife and was the
second-most favoured
place for shopping behind
Paris, the survey said.

Paris, unsurprisingly,
rankedasthemost romantic
with French cuisine
regarded the best.

“It may be considered
expensive but it seemsthat
London'’s till the best for
travellers and the canny

concerned,” it said.

MNA/Reuters

Paris and Rome were
alsoseenascostly anddirty.

oneswill awaysfind good
value,” said TripAdviser

SingaporeAirlinestofly “A380" to Tokyo from 20 May

SINGAPORE, 14 March—
SingaporeAirlineswill fly
Airbus A380 on Singa-
pore-Tokyo route from 20
May, making Tokyo the
third commercial desti-
nation for the world's
largest passenger jet from
thecountry, thecarrier said
on Wednesday.

The carrier will start
withaspecially scheduled
firstflight to coincidewith
Tokyo Narita Airport’s
30th anniversary cele-
brations. Thereafter,itwill
commence daily return
flights to Narita on the
A380.

SIA, Singapore’s flag
airline, isthe world'sfirst
airline to fly A380, which

15-3-08 NL 6

launched commercial
servicebetween Singapore
and Sydney on 25 October
last year.

The carrier said earlier
on Wednesday that it has
taken delivery of its third

spokesman lan Rumgay.
MNA/Reuters

UAE national airlineto
Increase flightsin summer

Agu DHagl, 14 March—Etihad Airways, the nationa
carrier of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), will increase
its weekly flights to 728 with a new summer flying
programmestartingfrom30March, local newspaper Gulf
News reported on Tuesday.

With the new summer programme, Etihad’s weekly
flightswill poseanincreaseof 47 per centfrom494inthe
same period of 2007, according to the report. On 30
March, the airline will launch a new non-stop service
linking its hub city Abu Dhabi and the Chinese capita
Beijing, addingfour flightsaweek toitssummer schedule.

“In addition to the new Beijing service, Etihad will
offertravellersfromaroundtheworldsignificantlyimprov-
ed connection opportunitiesthrough our Abu Dhabi home
base aswe continue to add breadth, depth and additiona
frequency totheairline' sexpandinggloba routenetwork,”
the airline's CEO James Hogan said. — MNA/Xinhua

A380, which will start
flying to London on 18
March.

The Airline said it has
firm ordersfor another 16
A380s and options on six
more. — MNA/Xinhua

Crude oil priceshit $110

NEw York, 14 March—Crude oil prices reached a
record high of over 110 US dollars Wednesday on the

weakening dollar.

Light, sweet crude for April delivery rose 1.17 US
dollarsto 109.92 US dollarsabarrel onthe New Y ork
Mercantile Exchangeafter risingtoanew trading high

of 110.2 US dollars.

Thedollar weakened throughout theday Wednesday,
setting a number of new low marks against the euro
and attracting new buyers to the oil market.

The Energy Department’s Energy Information
Administration said crude supplies jumped by 6.2
million barrels last week. —MNA/Reuters

8/12/18, 02:50 PM

This photo released by Electronic Arts shows' ‘Spore,” which isone of the
first big games announced for Apple siPhone. The video game maker EA said
on 13 March that it has launched a hostile $2 billion tender offer for rival
Take-Two | nteractive Software Inc.—INTERNET
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|f you really favour transition to
democr atic nation ...

Thegover nment and theentirepeoplearenow
working together to trandate the State's seven-
step Road Map into reality. In this regard, the
Commissionfor HoldingReferendumfor Approval
of Draft Constitution hasbeen formed to undergo
transition todemocracy. In addition, Referendum
Holding Law has been issued. Now, sub-
commissionsarebeingformed at division, district,
township, ward and village levels that will carry
out thetasksin accordance with the law.

However, internal and external anti-government
groups, which are criticizing the government’s
endeavours with negative views, are instigating the
peoplethroughtheinterview programmes, Myanmar
and international affairs programme and live
broadcast programmes of foreign radio stations of
the colonialist bloc to oppose the draft of the State
Constitution.

At the start of the National Convention, NLD
representatives under the leadership of Chairman U
Aung Shwetook partinthediscussions. All theNLD
representatives and representatives-elect attended
the National Convention and participated in the
procedingstill the 104 fundamental principleswere
laid down. The entire people warmly welcomed
thosegood conditions. They werelookingforwardto
the dawn of the nation’ s future democratic practice.

On 10 July 1995, the government lifted the
restrictions on Daw Suu Kyi, who was said to have
been expelled from NLD. The following day, Daw
Suu Kyi held apress conference and asked which way
the government would choose—a dialogue or utter
devastation. Sheexpressed her disagreement withthe
attendanceof Chairman U Aung Shweand party at the
National Convention. On 22 November 1995, NLD
with the negative attitude issued an announcement
designed to attack the number of NC delegates and
procedures laid down by the NC delegatesincluding
its representatives along with the discussions.
Furthermore, it informed by letter that it would no
longer attend the National Convention, thus
diminishing the nation’s democracy hopes.

Under the NLD Central Executive Committee's
prior decisionsand stances, theNL D representatives
left the National Convention in compliance with the
wish of Daw SuuKyi, ex-General Secretary of NLD.

It became questionable whether NLD favoured
democracy, and whether NLD was a pocket
organizationunder theinfluenceof aparticular person.

Anyhow, the government resumed the National
Convention, which had been adjourned temporarily,
on 17 May 2007, giving priority to the interests of the
nation, rather than that of a particular party. The
government showed itsmagnanimity by inviting NLD
to the National Convention. NLD accepted the
invitation. Neverthel ess, whentheNationa Convention
wasdrawing near, it replied that it would not attend the
National Convention. The parties under the influence
of NLD such as the Shan National League for
Democracy and the Shan State Kokang Democratic
Party also failed to attend the National Convention. In
spite of NLD showing its unscrupulous motives, the
government resumed the National Convention with
1086 delegates including representatives from other
political parties, and representatives-elect. Now, the
National Convention hasbeen convened successfully,
and the State Constitution has been drafted based on
thefundamental principlesand detailed basicprinciples
theNational Conventionhad adopted. Thegovernment
has announced that the draft will be approved through
areferendum dueto beheldin coming May, and multi-
party democracy general elections, in 2010.

Allthepolitical partiesand politiciansar eunder
thenational duty of helpingthenation stand firmly
onthedemocratictrend that can servethenational
inter ests. Democr atic foundationsaretobebuilt in
line with the fine traditions in the nation’s
geographical, economicand cultural fields. Today,
it hasbecome appar ent that the process of directly
copying alien demaocracy has been followed by
several undesirable consequences such as the
collapse of the nation, racial conflicts, terrorist
acts, loss of innocent civilians, and unavoidable
reliance on the assistance of neo-colonialists with
incapability of improving the State's economy
despite rich natural resources. Now, the entire
peoplehaverealized that it isimprudent todirectly
copy the democracy that is not in confor mity with
the traditions of the motherland.

The draft of the State Constitution that isgoing to
beapproved with theunanimously by theentire people
is intended to serve the interests of the

All thepolitical partiesand politiciansareunder thenational
duty of helping the nation stand firmly on the democr atic trend
that can servethenational interests. Democr aticfoundationsare
to be built in line with the fine traditions in the nation’s
geogr aphical, economicand cultural fields. Today, it hasbecome
apparent that the process of directly copying alien democracy
has been followed by several undesirable consequences such as
the collapse of the nation, racial conflicts, terrorist acts, loss of
innocent civilians, and unavoidablereliance on the assistance of
neo-colonialists with incapability of improving the State's
economy despiterich natural resources.

]j

Now, saboteurs at home and\
abroad are resorting to various
means to disrupt the upcoming
referendum, and provoking the
peopleintovotingagainst thedr aft
constitution if the processes of
holding the referendum go on.
Here, they should visualize what
will happen if the people vote
against thedraft. Whatever it may
be, the government will keep on
shouldering the national duty on
thebasisof forthcomingsituations,
whilecarryingout nation-building

duties.
g J

Stateand national races, and it guaranteesdemocratic
rights of national races more than the previous ones.

Holding self-opinionated attitude, NL D indirectly
failed to shoulder the nationa duty of drawing a
congtitution. Instead, it isputting all the blame on and
making unjust accusations against the government. |
do not think there are the acts of a prestigious party.
Now, saboteurs at home and abroad inclusive of local
members of NLD are resorting to various means to
disrupt the upcoming referendum, and provoking the
peopleinto voting against the draft constitution if the
processesof holding thereferendum go on. Here, they
should visualize what will happen if the people vote
against the draft. Whatever it may be, the government
will keep on shouldering the national duty onthebasis
of forthcoming situations, while carrying out nation-
building duties.

An ex-anti-government group issued an
announcement on 21 February 2008, saying that it
welcomed Announcement No 1/2008 of the State
Peace and Development Council; that through the
announcement, the Tatmadaw government will
appointthepublicasthejudgewhowill makedecisions
on the national affairs; that the groups in disguise of
democracy forces that disregard the desire of the
people, are unwilling to recognize the people’'s
convictions, and that give major priorities to their
self-interests are trying to devastate the referendum;
and that it strongly denounced their attacks on
Announcement No 1/2008 of the State Peace and
Development Council asthe attacks were tarnishing
the role of the people.

Theforthcoming democratictrend isgoingto
servethepublicinterests. | would liketo say that
if theentirepeoplereally favour theemer gence of
a democratic nation, they have no other choice,
but to participate in the process of building a
discipline-flourishing democratic nation by
approving the draft of the State Constitution at
the forthcoming referendum.

Trandation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 14-3-2008

[ Ketu Nilar
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Domumentary photoson vist | Senior General Than Shwe
" Jlrecaives Thal Prime Minister |

_ __ _ _ N\ | Senior General 'Ijhar_l Shwe W -\ P~
PrimeMiniger General Thein San||  welcomesThai Prime ! »’ 5 RE
Minister Mr Samak

welcomes Thal counterpart | Sundarave in Nay Pyi Taw.

(Newson page 1)—MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein and Thai Prime Minister Mr Samak
Sundarave inspect the Guard of Honour at Nay Pyi Taw Airport.
(News on page 16) — MNA

o
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Prime Minister Mr Samak Sundarave take the salute of the Guard of Honour at Nay Pyi Taw Airport.
(News on Page 16)— MNA

iPrime Minister General Thein Sein hosts luncheon in honour of Thal delegationj

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 March — Prime Minister of
the Union of Myanmar General Thein Sein hosted
luncheon in honour of the Thai delegation led by Mr
Samak Sundaravej, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of
Thailand, at Nay Pyi Taw City Hall at 2 pm today.

; Also present at the luncheon were ministers,
Chairman of Nay Pyi Taw City Development
CommitteeMayor Col Thein Nyunt, deputy ministers,
. directors-general of the State Peace and Devel opment
¢ Council Office and the Government Office,
- departmental heads, Thai Ambassador Mr Bonsarn
-~ Bunnag and officials concerned.
' The State Band played national anthemsof the
two countries before the luncheon.

Beforeand during theluncheon, the artistes of
theFineArtsDepartment under theMinistry of Culture

- entertainedtheguestswith Myanmar traditional songs.

L - Afterwards, Thai Prime Minister Mr Samak
Prime Minister General Thein Sein hosts luncheon in honour of Thai delegation led by Thai | Sundaravej presented a flower basket to the artistes.

Prime Minister Mr Samak Sundaravej in Nay Pyi Taw. —MNA MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein and Thai

15-3-08 NL 8 8/12/18, 02:50 PM
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Prime Minister General Thein Sein bids farewell|
toTha PrimeMinister

S

N

Nay Pyvi Taw, 14 March — Prime Minister of ) =
theUnionof Myanmar General Thein Seinbadefarewell
to the Thai delegation led by Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Thailand Mr Samak Sundarave) before
their departure for Yangon at Nay Pyi Taw Airport,
here, at 4 pm today.

PrimeMinister Genera Thein Seinandthe Thai
Prime Minister and party arrived at the airport by car.

At the lounge of the airport, Prime Minister
General Thein Sein presented the documentary photo
album to the Thai Prime Minister.

Later, the delegation led by the Thai Prime
Minister left for Y angon by special flight.

They were seen off at the airport by Prime
Minister General Thein Sein, Commander of Nay Pyi
Taw Command Mgj-Gen Wai Lwin, ministers, deputy
ministers and departmental officials. — MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein sees off
Thai Prime Minister Mr Samak Sundaravej
at Nay Pyi Taw Airport.

MNA

....

Prime Minister General Thein Sein and his cdunterpt Mr Samak
Sundarave attend a ceremony to sign agreement on promotion of
investment sector and protection of economic interests between the two

countries. (News on Page 16)— MNA

Thai Prime Minister Mr Samak Sundarave)
plants a star treein National Herbal Plant
Garden of the Ministry of Health to mark

friendship between Myanmar and Thailand.

MNA

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flat-
tered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased

15-3-08 NL 9
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| Thai PrimeMinister plants |
treeto mark friendship
between two nations

)

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 March— Mr
Samak Sundaravej, Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Thailand,
accompanied by Deputy Minister for
Hotels and Tourism Brig-Gen
Aye Myint Kyu and Director-General
U Kyaw Kyaw of Protocol Department
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
visited National Herbal Plant Garden
of the Ministry of Health, here, at 1.45
pm today.

The Thai Prime Minister was
wel comed by Chairman of Nay Pyi Taw

8/12/18, 02:50 PM

Development Committee Mayor Col
Thein Nyunt and Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Paing Soe.

To mark friendship between
Myanmar and Thailand, thevisiting Thai
Prime Minister planted a star tree,
fertilized and watered it.

Next, the Thai Prime Minister,
the Mayor of Nay Pyi Taw and party
posed for a documentary photo and the
Thai Prime Minister left the Herbal Plant
Garden.

MNA




10 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Saturday, 15 March, 2008

I|nformation Minister receives Russia Today (RT)
of Russian Federation

NAay Pyi Taw, 14
March — Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan received a
three-member

delegation of Russia

Today (RT) television
crew led by Producer Mr
Andrey Fedorov of the
Russian Federation at
the ministry here
yesterday afternoon.
The guests were
accompanied by Vice-
Chairman of Society of
Russia-Myanmar in
Yangon Mr Alexander
Ostrovskiy.

Also present at the
call were directors-
general and managing

directorsof departments
and enterprises under
the  Ministry  of
Information.—MNA

M|n|ster Brlg en Kyaw Hsan receives

Russian delegation led by Producer Mr
Andrey Fedorov of Russia Today (RT) of the
Russian Federation.—mNA

Mon State Sub-commission for Holding
Referendum for Approval of Draft
Constitution meets

8$Eég(ﬁmc5mﬂem§.§ 208:3260:(2/000)
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The meeting (1/2008) of Mon State Sub—commlsson for Holding
Referendum for Approval of Draft Constitution in progress.—mna

Nay Pyi Taw, 14
March — The coordina-
tion meeting 1/2008 of
Mon State Sub-commis-
sion for Holding
Referendumfor Approval
of Draft Constitution of
the Republic of theUnion
of Myanmar took place at

morning, attended by
members  of the
Commission for Holding
Referendumfor Approval
of Draft Constitution of
the Republic of theUnion
of Myanmar U AungMyo
and U Khun Aung Nyein,
thechairman, thesecretary

Commission U Aung
Myo, who presided over
the coordination meeting,
delivered an opening
speech. Those present
took partinthediscussion
on general matters.

The meeting ended
with concluding remarks
by Commission member
U Aung Myo.

MNA

/

.

Kayah State Sub-commission
for Holding Referendum for
Approval of Draft
Constitution holds meeting

\

Nay Pvi Taw, 14 March — Kayah State Sub-
commission for Holding Referendum for Approva of
Draft Condtitution of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar organized the coordination meeting 1/2008 at

. the office of Kayah State General Administration

Department in Loikaw on 8 March morning.

It was attended by the chairman and members of
Kayah State Sub-commission, secretaries of Loikaw
District and Township, Dimawhso and Pruhso
Township Sub-commissions.

The chairman of Kayah State Sub-commission
delivered an opening address. The secretary and those
present discussed general matters. The meeting ended
with concluding remarks by the chairman of Kayah

State Sub-commission.

Kayah State Sub-commission for Holding Referendum for Approval of

MNA

Draft Constitution holds meeting (1/2008).—MNA

TakeFire
Preventive
M easur es

N

S

the office of Mon State | andmembersof Mon State
Sub commission in | Subcommission.
Mawlamyine on 9 March Member of the
s — N | [
Sgnificant day
temperatures
Chauk (41°C)
Nay Pyi Taw (39°C)
Monywa (39°C)
Yamethin (39°C)
Pyinmana (39°C)
Minbu and Magway (39°C)
J N
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Third prizewinner in ASEAN Youth
Extempor aneous Speaking
Competition honoured

Y ANGON, 14
March—A ceremony to
honour MaHsuWinHtaik
of Silver Star Y outh
Team (Yangon) under
Myanmar Anti-Narcotics
Association who won

third prize in ASEAN
Y outh Extemporaneous
Speaking Competition
heldinBrunei Darusalam
took place at the head
office of MANA in
Mayangon Township,

here, today.
MaHsuWinHtaik
handed over her trophy to
U San Thein, chairman of
MANA, and accepted gift
presented by MANA.
MNA

Ma Hsu Win Hta|k thlrd prlzevvmner in ASEAN Youth
Extemporaneous Speaking Competition being honoured.—wmNA

8/12/18, 02:50 PM
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A visitor observes organs at the Corpus museum in Oegstgeest, 35 kilometres

(21 miles) southeast of Amsterdam, Netherlands, on 14 March, 2008. The

makers of 'Corpus,’ a new attraction in the Netherlands, are hoping that a

combination amusement park and health education museum will encourage
kids to take better care of their own bodies.—INTERNET

prevent

WasHinGTON, 14 March— People
who take aspirin regularly can reduce
their risk of asthma, US researchers
reported on Wednesday .

They foundwomenwhotook asmall
dose of aspirin—100 milligrammers
every other day—were 10 per cent less
likely to develop asthmaover 10 years
than women given placebos.

Writing in the journal Thorax, the
researcherssaidtheir findingsreinforce
studiesthat show menwhotook aspirin
daily werelesslikely todevel opasthma,
too.

“Although aspirin can worsen
symptomsinsomepatientswithasthma,
\.

Study finds aspirin use may

asthma

our biologically plausible finding long
with similar results from a large
randomized trial in men and
observational cohort studiesin women
suggests a small benefit of aspirin for
the prevention of the development of
asthma in adults,” wrote Dr. Tobias
Kurth and colleagues of Brigham and
Women'sHospital andHarvard M edical
School in Boston.

“However, before public recom-
mendations are provided, results from
randomized trials are needed that are
specifically designed to test whether
low-dose aspirin reduces the risk of

asthma,” they added.—MNA/Reuters
J

~
Photo taken on

13 March, 2008
shows the buds
of ayulan
magnolia tree
in
Wangshiyuan
Garden in
Suzhou of east
China's
Jiangsu
Province. The
10-meter-high
magnolia tree,
believed to have
an age of over
200 years, is
about to bloom
in recent

days.—X
\T; INHUA )

Tourlsts walk past a giant logo for the Beijing 2008 OIymplc Gamesand a
sign displaying the theme of the games on display at a mountain near the
Great Wall in Beijing, on 13 March, 2008.—INTERNET

Over 30 contestants of the Miss Tourism Queen I nternational competition

pose for a photo in the ancient township of Xitang in Jiashan county, east
China's Zhgjiang Province, on 13 March , 2008. The China final of Miss
Tourism Queen International will kick off there on 15 March.—XiNHUA

Mahout sits on elephants take a rest during Thailand's National Elephant
Day in the ancient Thai capital Ayutthaya, 80 km (50 miles) north of
Bangkok, on 13 March, 2008. Thais honoured the elephant on Thursday
with special fruit and Buddhist ceremonies across the country to pay
homage to their national animal.—INTERNET

\
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ADUVUERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV KOTA TABAH VOY NO (TBH-215)

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV KOTA TABAH
VOY NO (TBH-215) arehereby notified that thevessal
will be arriving on 15.3.2008 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will lie
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessal.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINESPTELTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV GATI PRESTIGE VOY NO (30508)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GATI PRES
TIGE VOY NO (30508) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 15.3.2008 and cargo will be
dischargedintothepremisesof M.I.T.T whereitwill lie
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the

TRADE MARK CAUTION

TIBOTEC PHARMA-
CEUTICALS LTD., acor-
poration incorporated in
Ireland, of Eastgate Village,
Eastgate, Little Island,
County Cork, Ireland, is the
Owner of the following
Trade Marks:-

INTELENCE

Reg. No. 6030/2007

ENDIANCE
Reg. No. 6031/2007

in respect of "HIV/Anti-viral
pharmaceutical preparations
(Int'l Class 5)".

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin
M.A.,H.GP,DBL.,

for TIBOTEC PHARMA-
CEUTICALS LTD.

P. O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 15 March 2008

Pakistan court dismisses gr aft
case against Zardari

IsL.amaBaD, 13 March
— A Pakistani court
dismissed one of two
corruptioncasesagainstthe
widower of former prime
minister Benazir Bhuttoon
Wednesday, his lawyer
said, in a step towards
clearingtheway for himto
hold government  office.
Bhutto'shusband, Asif Ali
Zardari, led her Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) to
election victory on Feb-
Oruary 18and heis form-
ingacoalitiongovernment
with other parties.
Zardari's lawyer,
Farooq Naik, said a court
dismissed one of two
outstanding cases against

his client as it fell within
the ambit of an October
presidential ordinancethat
wiped out graft charges
againgt Bhutto, Zardari and
others, introduced as part
of a power-sharing dea
with Bhutto. “The judge
ordered he stand acquitted
and the case stand termi-
nated and withdrawn,”
Naik told reporters.

Naik said a court
would rule onthethefina
case against Zardari on
Friday. Zardari didnot run

inthe February 18 vote, in
whichhisparty rodeawave
of sympathy after Bhutto's
murder on December 27.
Theparty finishedwiththe
most seats but not enough
torule aone.

Pakistanis convicted
of acrimearebarred from
standing for election and
while Zardari has never
beenconvicted, corruption
cases have been hanging
over him, raising doubts
about his future.

MNA/Reuters

byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am

to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now

declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessal.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SGATI COAST TO COAST A

DIVISION OF GATI LTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Overseas fraud hitting
British bank cards

Lonpon, 13 March—
L osseson British plastic
cards havesurged 25 per
cent, driven by a near
doubling of fraud
committed overseas, new
figures show.

Total cardfraudlosses
rose to 535.2 million
poundsin the past year,
reversing a two-year

Many UK schools breaking rules
over fair admissions

Lonpon, 13 March—
Many state-funded
schools are breaking the
government'snew codeon
fair admissions, withsome
asking parents to make a
financial contribution
before accepting an
application, Schools
Secretary EdBallssaidon
Tuesday.

The code, which came
into force in time for
secondary school places
granted last week, bans
schools from selecting
children on the basis of
academic ability or social
class.

Schools can no longer
interview children or
parents before admission
and have to give priority
to those in care.

But a survey of three
local authoritiesin North-
amptonshire, Manchester
and Barnet in north
London found a
“significant minority” of
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schools not
complying.

Balls said he would
tighten up regulations,
requiring local
authoritiesto report each
year on the legality and
fairness of admissions
policy at each school in
their area.

The code is currently
largely policed by parents
making objectionswhere
they feel admissions are
unfair.

But Balls said that
across England there had
only been 79 objections
from parents to the
SchoolsAdjudicator, who
has the power to order
changesinthewayspupils
are admitted.

Balls said he would
publishaguidefor parents
on admissions and
appeals, and extend the
period during which
objections could be made
to the adjudicator.

were

As well as asking
parents for financial
contributions, banned
practicesdiscoveredinthe
three areas surveyed
included:

—asking about the
marital status of parents,
their jobs and income

—aqiving priority to
family memberswhowere
not siblings currently at
the school.

MNA/Reuters

decline, according to
figures from APACS, the
UK payments
association.

That was driven by a
77-per-cent increase in
fraud committed
overseas by criminals
using stolen UK card
details. That rose to
207.6 million pounds in
2007 from 117.1 million
pounds in 2006.

Fraud abroad,
generally committed in
countries that are yet to
upgradeto chip and PIN
technology, now
accountsfor 39 per cent
of total British cardfraud
losses. Counterfeit
fraud—driven by
criminals stealing card
detailsinthe UK to make
counterfeit magnetic
stripe cards for use
overseas— hasincreased
46 per cent in the past
year. —MNA/Reuters

Newer air bagsnot linked to
moredriver deaths

New York, 13 March—The use of second-
generation air bagsin motor vehicles does not appear
to have increased fatalities among driversinvolved in
head-on crashes, study findings suggest.

“The point of second generation, or depowered, air
bags was to reduce deaths among children, small
adults, and vul nerabl e occupantswho were previously
killed by air bag deployment,” Dr ElisaR Braver noted
in an interview with Reuters Health.

In 1997, when US air bag testing regul ations were
changed, therewere concernsthat depowering air bags
might place drivers at increased risk, said Braver, of
theNational Study Centrefor Traumaand EMS, at the
University of Maryland School of Medicine in
Baltimore.

Todeterminewhether newer air bags placed drivers
at increased risk, Braver and colleagues looked at
driverfatalitiesin1,572two-vehicle, head-oncollisions
between passenger vehicles. “A head-on collisionisa
very demanding test of how restraint systems work,”
Braver noted. — MNA/Reuters

China, ASEAN scholars
discuss mily

moder nization
Belane, 13 March—Scholars from China and the

Association of theSouth-East AsianNations(ASEAN)
gathered at a dialogue on Wednesday to discuss how
topromotemilitary moderni zationandregional security
and mutual trust.

The 10+1 dialogue, thefirst of itskind, focused on
the causes, measures and trends of military
modernization and measures to promote mutual
security trust in the region.

MNA/Xinhua

8/12/18, 02:50 PM

FBI arrests US surgeon
wanted in Australia

PorTLAND (Oregon), 13 March—A US surgeon
wanted in Australia on charges of manslaughter,
negligence and fraud was arrested in Oregon on
Tuesday. Jayant Patel, who could facelifein prisonin
Australia, appeared before a US federal magistrate
who set the doctor's extradition hearing for 10 April.
The FBI arrested Patel at his home in suburban
Portland.

Patel was charged in Australiawith three counts of
manglaughter after an inquiry in late 2005 linked him
to the deaths of at least 13 patients and the harm of at
least 31 others while he was working as a surgeon at
the Bundaberg Base Hospital in Queensland State.

Patel, a US citizen born in India, was also charged
with three counts of causing grievous bodily harm,
two counts of negligence and seven counts of fraud,
accordingtocourt documents. Australian policebegan
formal extradition proceedingsin 2007.

Accordingto court documents, Patel hasahistory of
botched surgeries and negligent care going back two
decades.Regulatorsin New Y ork found Patel guilty of
gross negligencein 1984 and then hemaoved to Oregon
where he eventually had his surgical privileges
restricted after a high number of complaints, the
documents said. —MNAReuters



Australian winsAstrid Lindgren
Memorial Award

SrockHoLM, 14 March
— Audraian author Sonya
Hartnett was Wednesday
declared the2008 winner of
the Astrid Lindgren
Memorial Award for
Literature, the highest
children'sbook awardinthe
world. “Sonya Hartnett is
one of the mgjor forces for
renewa in modern young
adult fiction,” agpokesman
for theaward jury said at a
Press conference in the
Swedish southern city of
Vimmerby, where Astrid
Lindgren lives.

“With psychological
depth and a concedled yet
pal pableanger, shedepicts

thecircumstancesof young
peoplewithoutavoidingthe
darker sdesof life. Shedoes
sowithlinguisticvirtuosity
and a brilliant narrative
technique; her works are a
sourceof gtrength, " thejury
said in astatement.

Sonya Hartnett, born
1968 in Melbourne, made
her publishing debut &t the
age of just 15. She has
written 18 novels for
children, young peopleand
adults, although she
generally prefers not to
specify which age group
sheiswriting for.

Her world famous
works include Seeping

Dogs (1995), The Devil
Latch (1996), All My
DangerousFriends(1998)
and Surrender (2005).
The award, which
includesacashprizeof five
millionkronor (800,000US
dollars), wasestablished by
the Swedish Government
in2002inmemory of Agtrid
Lindgren, the beloved
Swedish children's writer
whosePippi Longstocking,
a strong-willed girl with
braided hair, freckles and
mismatched stockings,
captivated generations of
children around the world.
Lindgren died in 2002.
MNA/Xinhua
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Study saysdrinking prevention
needed in grade school

New York, 13 March
— A significant number
of children are already
drinking by middle
school, suggesting that
prevention needs to start
in the elementary grades,
researchers concludein a
new report.

In their study of more
than 4,000 sixth-graders
at Chicagoschaools, 17 per
cent of the children had
used alcohal in the past
year. Those studentswho
had started drinking were
alsomorelikely thantheir
peers to have a range of
problems, such as getting
into fights, shoplifting or

getting into trouble at
school.

Thefindings, reported
in the journal Health
EducationandBehaviour,
suggest that alcohol
prevention needs to start
in grade school, resear-
chers say.

And such prevention
efforts should include
parents, accordingto lead
researcher Dr Keryn
Pasch, of the University

Minneapoalis.

One way to do that,
she told Reuters Health,
wouldbefor school - based
programmes to include
take-homeassignmentsor
other activities that in-
volve parents.

Thestudy included an
ethnically diverse sasmple
of sixth-graders at 61
Chicago schools; 713, or
just over 17 per cent, said
they had drunk alcohol in

of Minnesota School of
Public Health in

the past year.
MNA/Reuters

Cat carried woman's
antibioticresstant

infection

Bosron, 14 March —
Pets can harbour virulent
antibiotic-resistant infe-
ctions and spread them to
humans, German res-
earchersreported on Wed-
nesday.

Thewarningisbasedon
the case of a woman who
had deep abscesses caused
by methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus or
MRSA. Her husband and
two children showed
evidence of infection, too,
butitdisappearedwithtresat-
ment even asthewoman’s
abscesses festered.

So Dr Andreas Sing of
the Bavarian Food and
Hedlth Safety Authority and
colleagues examined the
woman' sthreeappar-ently
healthy cats.

MNA/Reuters

Short-term stress can affect learning, memory

WASHINGTON, 13
March Short-term
stresslasting aslittleas a
few hours can impair
brain-cell communication
in areas associated with
learning and memory,
University of California,
Irvine researchers have
found.

It has been known that
severe stress lasting
weeks or months can
impair cell communi-
cationinthebrain’' slearn-
ing and memory region,

but thisstudy providesthe
first evidence that short-
term stress has the same
effect. The study appears
in the 12 March edition
of the Journal of
Neur oscience.
“Stressisaconstantin
our lives and cannot be
avoided,” said Dr Tallie
Z Baram, thestudy |eader.
“Qurfindingscanplay
an important role in the
current development of
drugs that might prevent
these undesirable effects

Britain’s FM D blamed
on “shabby” lab

Lonbon, 13March —
Shabby facilities and
substandard practices at
a government research
centre were in part to
blame for last year’'s
outbreak of foot and

M other quizzed over
cocaine-str apped
children in London

Lonpon, 14 March — A mother was questioned by

Customs officers on Wednesday after cocaine with an
estimated street value of 675,000 pounds was found
strappedtothelegsof heryoungchildren. Thefamilywas
stopped at Heathrow after they arrived on a British
Airwaysflight from Mexico City on Tuesday. Customs
officialsfound 15 kil osof the drug strapped to thelegs of
thewoman'sdaughter, aged 11, andson, 13,HM Revenue
& Customs (HMRC) said.

“Wenever ceaseto beamazed at thelengthstowhich
somepeoplewill goto hidedrugsfromuswhenthey pass
throughour controls,” Bob Gaiger, HM RC spokesmanat
Heathrow said.

MNA/Reuters
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mouth  disease in
southeast England, an
independent review said
on Tuesday.

Foot and mouth
(FMD) diseasewasfound
at afarm in Surrey on 3
August and traced to the
Pirbright research
facility.

Pirbright houses a
laboratory run by the
Institute of Animal
Health (IAH) and one by
Merial, a private
company owned by US
pharmaceutical
Merck and French firm
Sanofi-Aventis SA.

Thereview releasedto
parliament pointed to “a
creeping degradation of
standards at Pirbright,
combinedwithalowering
of expectationsin spiteof
the potential dangers”.

MNA/Reuters

and offer insights into
why some people are
forgetful or have diffi-
culty retaining informa-
tion during stressful
situations.”

In their study, Baram
and her colleagues
identifiedanovel process
by which stress caused
these effects. They found
that rather thaninvolving
the widely known stress
hormone cortisol, which
circulates throughout the
body, acutestressactivat-
ed selective molecules
called corticotropinrelea
sing hormones (CRH),
which disrupted the pro-
cess by which the brain
collectsand stores memo-
ries—MNA/Xinhua

Man arrested for running
onto Heathrow runway

Lonpon, 14 March — A man was arrested on
Thursday after running onto a runway at London's
Heathrow Airport carrying a bag, police said.

"I can confirmthat at approximately 2:05 pmaman
was seen airside at Heathrow Airport on the northern
runway. He's been arrested by policeand he'scurrently
in custody," apolice spokesman said. He declined to
say whether the incident was considered terrorism-
related. "A bag has been recovered and obviously it
will be examined," he said.

BBCtelevision picturesshowed several emergency
carswith flashing lightsparked ontheairport runway.

A spokesman for airport operator BAA, owned by
Spanish company Ferrovial said he was aware of an
incident and was checking details.

A spokesman for British Airwaysthe largest user
of the airport, said the incident would effect mostly
short-haul flights.

"We expect to have to cancel a number of flights
but at this stage we don't know how many," he said.

Heathrow, theworld'sbusiest international airport,
has been the object of protests in the past from
environmentalists angered at planstoboost trafficwith
the addition of athird runway and a sixth terminal.

MNA/Reuters
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Alligators can stealthily maneuver through the water

s

leaving nary aripple,

despite having neither fins nor flippers like other adept swimmers. I nstead,
they use special muscles to shift the position of their lungs, US researchers
said on Thursday.—INTERNET

8/12/18, 02:50 PM
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Tao Wei (L) of China's Guoan breaks through
during the Group F match against Vietham's Nam
Dinh at the AFC Champions League 2008, on 12
March, 2008. China's Guoan won the match
3-1.—XINHUA

FIFA approves $17.6m

Confederations Cup prize fund

JOHANNESBURG, 14 March — A 17.6-million-US-
dollar prize fund will be divided among the eight
countriesin next year's Confederations Cup in South
Africa, FIFA announced on Thursday.

The two-week tournament, featuring the world
champions, six continental championsand hosts South
Africa, isatest event for the 2010 World Cup.

“Itisanideal test runfor theorganiszersof the 2010
World Cup in terms of infrastructure, logistics and
services,” FIFA President Sepp Blatter said in a
statement on the governing body’s website
(www.fifa.com).

MNA/Reuters

Top 36 German
clubsearn

record $2.7b

BEerLIN,24March—The
36 clubsin Germany'stop
twoleaguesearnedarecord
total of 1.75 hillion euros
(2.73 hillion US dollars)
last season, up 15 per cent
from the previous cam-
paign.

The clubs benefited
from a combined extrain-
comeof around 50 million
eurosfromthe2006 World
Cup in Germany, accord-
ing to the DFL (Football
League). Attendancesalso
rose for the sixth succes-
siveseason, upto arecord
16.3million, whilethepro-
portion of femaefans in-
creased from 21 to 23 per
cent.

BorussaDortmund, the
only Bundedligaclublisted
onthestock exchange, said
last month it posted a net
loss in the first half of
2007-08. —MNA/Reuters

Rangers, Sporting through to UEFA Cup last 8\

Lonpbon, 14 March — Rangersand
Sporting completed the UEFA Cup
guarterfinal line up on Thursday, the
Scottish league leaders knocking out
Werder Bremen whiletheLisbon side
ended the run of Bolton Wanderers.

Werder, biddingtobecomethethird
German side into the last eight after
BayernMunichand Bayer Leverkusen
qualified on Wednesday, could only
win 1-0 at the Weserstadion and went
out 2-1 on aggregate.

Sporting, beaten finalists in 2005,
edged aweakened Bolton side 1-0 at
home to secure the tie 2-1.

BundedligatitlechallengersWerder
forced 18 corners against Rangers,
peppered their opponents's goal from
all angles but found visiting keeper
Allan McGregor in inspired form.

He pulled off astring of fine saves
inboth halvestokeep theGermanside
at bay. He was finaly beaten just
beforethe hour when Brazilian Diego
struck with asweet left-footed shot on

Werder Bremen’s Diego (C) scores
thefirst goal during the round of
sixteen second-leg UEFA Cup soccer

against Rangers.—INTERNET

ting the faintest of touches to push
Boubacar Sanogo's close-range shot
up onto the crossbar when the Ivorian
seemed destined to send the gameinto
extratime.

“It's massive for the club. We dug
in and got the result when we needed
it,” McGregor told BBC Scotland.

“Werder Bremen must have been

the half valley.

But with the clock ticking down
McGregor saved hisbest to last, get-

one of the (competition) favourites.

Wehaveputthemout... now wehaveto

takeit one game at atime.”
MNA/Reuters )

Lampard says still waiting
for new Chelsea offer

Sporting’s
Romagnali (R) is
tackled by Bolton’s
Joey O’ Brien during
their UEFA Cup

LonDoN, 14 March —
Chelseamidfielder Frank
Lampard has urged the
clubtosort out anew con-
tract sooner rather than
later.

The England player,
whose deal endsin 2009,
scoredfour goalsin Chel-
sea's 6-1 rout of bottom
club Derby County in the
Premier League on
Wednesday.

After the match at
Stamford Bridgemanager

he told Thursday’s Lon-
don Evening Standard.
“That meansthey’ resay-

round of 16 soccer
match at Sporting’s

ing they will have to wait Alvalade

until the summer and| don’t stadiumin Lisbon,
really know what that Portugal.
means—MNA/Reuters 9 INTERNET )

Avram Grant said hewas | -«

sure Lampard would stay
but the midfielder is still
waitingtobeofferedanew
contract.
“1’vebeenapproached
a few times by the club
saying they are going to
come to me with some-
thing and they haven't,”

15-3-08 NL 14

Bode Miller of the United States, speeds down the
course during the men’s super-G at the alpine ski
World Cup finalsin Bormio,

Italy. — INTERNET

Salzburg hire
Adriaanse
to replace
Trapattoni

VIENNA, 14 March —
Austrian champions and
league leaders Salzburg
have hired Co Adriaanse
to succeed Giovanni
Trapattoni as coach next
season, the club said on
Thursday.

The Dutchman would
betakingover fromformer
Italy coach Trapattoni,
who isleaving to become
Ireland manager, for the
2008/2009 season, it said
on itswebsite.

Adriaanse, 60, has
coached Ajax, Porto, PEC
Zwolle, FC Den Haag,
Ukrainian side Metalurg
Donetsk and most re-
cently, top Qatari sideAl-
Sadd.

MNA/Reuters

8/12/18, 02:50 PM

Benzema extends Lyon
contract until 2013

Lyon (France), 14 March— Francestriker Karim
Benzema has extended his Olympique Lyon contract
until 2013, the six-times French champions said on
Thursday.

Benzema, 20, has scored 27 goalsin all competi-
tions this season, including 17 in Ligue 1, and has
been linked with several leading European clubs
including Manchester United.

His new contract includes an option for an addi-
tional year “ (Financialy), wedidwhat wehadtodoto
keephimin Lyon,” club president Jean-Michel Aulas
told a news conference.

“Wedid our best so that he does not go abroad. He
deserves it.”

Benzema, who has scored three goals in nine
matchesfor France since earning hisfirst capinal-
0 defeat of Austriaa year ago, said he wanted to stay
at Lyon to improve— MNA/Reuters

Cuban team start with 10

men after defections

OrLANDO (Florida), 14 March — Cuba's Olympic
soccer team took to the field with only 10 men on
Thursday after up to seven players defected.

Five members of the Communist state's Under-23
team defected after their Olympic qualifier against the
United Statesin Tampa on Tuesday and two others
were absent from the line-up against Honduras on
Thursday.

Both were reported to have defected.

With one player suspended following a red card,
Cubacoach Raul Gonzalez could field only 10 men,
with no substitutes.

Cuba held Honduras for 69 minutes before goals
fromMarvin Sanchezand Hendry Thomascondemned
them to defeat.

"It was a great game for Cuba," said Gonzalez.

"It's hard to play with 10 players. It's something
you have to accept."” — MNA/Reuters



Bomb scar e forces evacuation
of US City Hall

Los ANGELES, 13 March — A suspicious suitcase
prompted the evacuation of Maywood City Hall and
thecity’ spolilce depart-ment headquartersinthelL os
Angeles area, authori-tiessaid on Wednesday .

The evacuation took place Tuesday night, but the
sheriff’sbomb squad blew the suitcase up early this

morning, said Maywood police

Hauptmann.

Chief Frank

I nvestigatorsdetermined that thesuitcase contained
only clothing, Hauptmann said.

The suitcase — alarge, ' 70s vintage-type piece of
luggage — was standing upright and off tothe side at
thebottom of the stairwell inthecity hall, Hauptmann
said. Therewerechalk-like inscrip-tionsontheexterior
that “ appearedto begraffiti”, he said. “Everyonewho
passed by noticed it just sitting there,” Hauptmann

— MNA/Xinhua
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Severegalesbatter Britain
for third day

CHELTENHAM
(England), 14 March—A
third day of severe gales
disrupted road and rail
travel across the country
and forced organizers to
cancel day two of the
Chetenham horse racing
festival on Wednesday.
TheMet Officeissued
severe westher warnings
for much of central and
northern England, north
Wales and Northern

Irelandand said conditions
were "extremely
hazardous'.

said.
I

aq says to sue Halahja chemical weapons suppliers

BacHpAD, 14 March—Iraq planstotakelegal action against thesupplier sof
chemicalsused in apoison gas attack on thetown of Halabjain Irag'sKurdish
north, which killed 5,000 peoplein 1988, the government said on Wednesday.

Irag's Cabinet also
approved six million US
dollars to finance
congtruction in the town
ahead of the 20th
anniversary of the attack
on March 16, it said in a

to take legd measures to
sue the companies who
provided the ex-regime
withthechemical weapons
used in Halabja," the
statement said, without
naming the companies.

businessman to 15 years
inprison, later raisedto 17
years, for supplying the
rav materials for poison
gas to Saddam Hussein's
Irag. Thegaswas usedin
Halabja, andasoinIrag's

Heavy rain, snow
showersand wind gusting
at up to 80 miles per hour
swept across the country
early on Wednesday.

The second day of
racing at Cheltenhamwas
called off after strong
windsdamagedtemporary
buildings, making the
course unsafe for the
55,000 spectators due to
watch the races.

"We  cannot
guaranteethe safety of the
customers but the good
news is we can stage dl
the races now over the
next two days," said
Cheltenham Managing
Director EdwardGillespie.

Several lorries
overturned in the early
hours on the Thelwall
Viaduct ontheM 6 west of
Manchester, police said.
None of the drivers was
injured. — MNA/Reuters

statement. _ _ In 2005, aDutch court | 1980-1988 war with Iran.
"TheCabinetdecided | sentenced a Dutch MNA/Reuters
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Summary of obser vationsrecor ded at 9:30hours
M ST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have beenisolated in Kachin State and Taninthayi Divi-
sion, weather hasbeen partly cloudy in Rakhineand Shan
States, upper Sagaing Divison and generdly fair in the
remaining areas. Day temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C)
above March averagetemperaturesin Shan State, lower
Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay Divisons and about
March averagetemperaturesintheremaining aress. The
significant day temperatures were Chauk (41°C), Nay
Pyi Taw, Monywa, Yamethin, Pyinmana, Minbu and
Magway (39°C) each. Thenoteworthy amount of rainfall
recorded was Dawei (0.47) inch.

M aximum temperature on 13-3-2008 was 100°F.
Minimumtemperatureon 14-3-2008 was 72°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 14-3-2008
was 77%. Total sunshine hours on 13-3-2008 was
(8.5) hours approx.

Rainfall on 14-3-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Tota rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(4) mph from North at (15:30) hours MST on
13-3-2008.

Bay inference: Westher is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand South Bay and generdly fair else-
whereinthe Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 15-3-2008:
Likelihoodd of isolated rain or thundershowers in
Kachin State, upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions,
westher will be partly cloudy in Rakhine, Shan, Kayin
andMon States, Mandalay, Bagoand Y angon Divisions
and generdly fair intheremaining areas. Degree of cer-
tainty is (60%).

Stateof thesea: Seaswill be moderatein Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of dight increase of day temperatuers in the Central
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 15-3-2008: Generdly fair westher.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 15-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 15-3-2008: Partly cloudy

Weather Outlook For Third Weekend of March
2008: During the coming weekend, weather will be
partly cloudy inNay Pyi Taw, Y angon and Mandalay
Divisions.
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PrimeMinister General | rime
Minister
Thein Sein welcomes | o=
Thein
Thal counterpart =
welcomes
S 7
NAY Pvi Taw, 14 March — At | the Union of Myanmar and officials. Thai
the invitation of Prime Minister Gen- Prime Minister Genera Thein Prime
eral Thein Sein, agoodwill delegation | Seinand Thai PrimeMinister Mr Samak
led by Thai Prime Minister Mr Samak | Sundaravej went to the dais at the air- Minister §
Sundaravej arrived hereby special flight | port where they took the salute of the
this morning. Guard of Honour. They then inspected Mr Samak
Prime Minister General Thein | the Guard of Honour. Sundarave
Sein welcomed the Thai goodwill Next, Prime Minister General .
delegation at Nay Pyi Taw Airport. To- | Thein Sein cordially greeted the Thai | at Nay Pyi
gether with Prime Minister General | delegation memberswho accomparied Taw
Thein Sein were Commander of Nay | the Thai Prime Minister. The Thai
Pyi Taw CommandMaj-GenWai Lwin, | Prime Minister also cordially greeted Airport.
ministers, deputy ministers, heads of | Myanmar welcoming party.
MNA

department, the Thai Ambassador to

MNA

Prime Minister General Then Seln

o
2=
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meets T hal counter part

M - i) — e

NAY Pyi Taw, 14 March — Prime Minister of
the Union of Myanmar General Thein Sein met Thai
Prime Minister Mr Samak Sundaravej at the meeting
hall of the Government Officein Nay Pyi Taw at 12.15
pm today and they discussed mutual cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Together with Prime Minister General Thein
Seinat themeeting wereMinister for National Planning
and Economic Development U Soe Tha, Minister for
Commerce Brig-Gen Tin Naing Thein, Minister for
Foreign AffairsU Nyan Win, Minister for Energy Brig-
Gen Lun Thi, Deputy Minister for Hotelsand Tourism
Brig-Gen AyeMyint Kyu, Director-General of the State
Peace and Development Council Office Col Kyaw
Kyaw Win, Director-General of the Government Office
Col Thant Shin, Director-General of Protocol Depart-
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ment U Kyaw Kyaw, Director-General of the Political
Department U Phae Thann Oo and Director-General of
ASEAN Affairs Department U Than Tun. The Thai
Prime Minister was accompanied by Minister of For-
eign AffairsMr Noppadon Pattama, high-ranking offi-
cidsand Thai Ambassador to Myanmar Mr Bonsarn
Bunnag. At the meeting they discussed matters related
to mutual cooperation between Myanmar and Thailand
and further cementing the friendship between the two
countries and exchanged views.
After the meeting, Minister U Soe Tha and
Thai Minister Mr Noppadon Pattamasigned an agree-
ment on promotion of investment sector between the
two countries and protection of interests between the
two countries and exchanged the documents.
MNA
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Weather Forecast for

(15-3-2008)

Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
area
Generdly fair wesather.

Yangon and neighbouring area:
Partly cloudy.

Mandalay and neighbouring area:
Partly cloudy.




