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" The Referendum Law for the Approval of
the Draft Constitution of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar 2008 issued

J

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 Feb—The State Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar yesterday issued the Referendum Law for the Approval of the
Draft Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 2008 as the Law No 1/2008 of the State Peace and Development Council.
Thefull text of thelaw isfeatured on pages 8, 9, 10 and 11.

~ Commission for Holding Referendum for the
Approval of the Draft Constitution of the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar 2008 formed

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 Feb—The State Peace and Devel opment Council issued Declaration No 3/2008 yesterday concerning the formation of the Commission for
Holding Referendum for the Approval of the Draft Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 2008.

The full text of the Declaration is as follows:-

State Peace and Development Council
Declaration No 3/2008
The 5th Waning of Tabodwe, 1369 ME
(26th, February, 2008)
Formation of Commission for Holding the Referendum
The State Peace and Devel opment Council hereby formed the Commission
for Holding the Referendum comprising the following persons in accordance
with section 5 (a) of Chapter 3 of the Referendum Law for the Approval of the
Draft Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 2008 enacted asthe
Law No 1/2008 by the State Peace and Devel opment Council.

1. U Aung Toe Chairman
2. UN Zaw Naw member
3. U Sa YiKyan member
4. U Myo Tint member
5. U Saw Win Aung member
6. U Khet Htein Nan member
7.U Lan Zone member
8. U Htamai Yon member
9. U Kyaw Din (a) U Htay Yei member
10. U Kyaw Tun member
11. U Saw Hlaing member
12. Dr Hmu Htan member
13. U Shi Thee member
14. Dr Maung Htoo member
15. U Maung Hla (a) U HlaMyint member
16. U Chit Maung member
17. U Chit Hla member
18. Dr Aung Hsan Win member
19. U Aye Maung member
20. Dr Tun Shin member

21
22.
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24,
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27.
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29.
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39.
40.
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42.
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44,
45.

U Tun Tun Oo member

U Tin Maung member

U Aung Myo member

U Khun Aung Nyein member

U Thein Shwe Maung member

U Kyar Tun member

U Thaung Nyunt member

Dr Tin Aung Aye member

U Tin Aye member

U Myat Thu member

U San Lwin member

U Sai Tun Myat member

U Maung Lay member

U Hsaing Paung Nat member

U Sai San Tin member

U TunYin member

U T Khun Myat member

U Ahla member

U Sai Yi Tit member

U DaYay Hla member

U Tin Hsan member

U Myat Ko member

U Maung Maung Than member

U WinKo Secretary

U Than Aung Joint Secretary

Sd/ Than Shwe
Senior General
Chairman

State Peace and Development Council

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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PERSPECTIVES
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L ear ning opportunity in
rural areasemerging

Nowadays science and technology have
developed rapidly and international events
are changing with greater momentum. At
this time, endeavours are to be made for
development of the nation and its people.

Thegovernment haslaid down long-term
and short-ter m national education promotion
plans and is implementing them. The
government in cooper ation with urban and
rural peopleisundertakingthetaskstoenable
every citizen to be educated and to turn out
qualified intellectuals and intelligentsia.

Infrastructures on information and
communication technology and research
centres of international standard are being
built. Equal learning opportunities are
available in different regions as computer
networ ksand electr onicsystemsar eprovided
nationwide.

With the implementation of the
gover nment’ snational education promotion
programmes the teachers in the education
sector areto make effortsfor establishment
of a constant learning society based on
knowledge.

Itisnecessary for basic education teachers
discharging duties in rural areas to make
strenuous efforts for raising education
standard of rural people, learning higher
education and completion of basiceducation.

Goodwill, qualification and teaching skills
of theteachersbringabout better resultsfor
literacy for every citizen. All theteachersare
urged to participate in the tasks to enable
rural peopletogain knowledgeand regional
development.
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* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

/

Commander attends ceremony to provide
cash and riceto firevictims

YANGoN, 27 Feb
— A ceremony toprovide
cashandricetofirevictims
of Ye Okkan village in
Hlinethaya Township in
Yangon North District
was held at the meeting
hall of Hlinethaya
Township No 16 Basic
Education Primary School
yesterday morning.

Police Captain
Khin Maung Sein briefed
on matters on relief tasks
forthefamiliesof victims.

Next, Chairman
of YangonDivisionPeace
and Development Council
Commander Mgj-GenHla
Htay Win presented 250
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Commander Ma; -Gen Hla Htay Win hands over rice bagsto fire
victimsin Hlinethaya Township. — mMnA

Kyaw Thu.
Wellwishers
donated K 5.1 millionand
450 bagsof ricetothefire
victims. Officials

bags of rice for the fire
victims donated by the
Yangon Division PDC
through'Y eOkkanvillage
PDC chairman U Myo

commander inspected
health care centre opened
for the fire victims and
gave necessary instruc-
tions.—MNA

presented certificates of
honour to them. Next, the
commander comfortedthe
fire victims.
Afterwards, the

Minister looksinto Myaungmya Jute Mill

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 Feb — Minister for
Agricultureand Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo together
with departmental officials arrived at Myaungmya
JuteMill on 22 February. TheMinister lookedintothe
sorting of jute fiber, the production of jute fiber, the
sewing of the gunny bags and the production of gunny
spindle . The minister urged officials to produce the

value-added finished goods of high quality inorder to
exceed the targets.

Later, the minister met with factory manager
and staff at meeting hall of themill. Hegaveinstructions
to officials on the production of the the mill and
fulfilled the needs.

MNA

Mr S Kumar greetsaspeaker of Seminar on
“ Significance of Micronutrientsin Nutrition”
and Launching of Becozince Syrup. — MNA
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Dr Reddy’sLab Ltd
introduces Becozince Syrup

YAaNGoN, 27 Feb — Jointly organized by
Myanmar Paediatric Society and Dr Reddy’s Lab
Ltd, aseminar on Significance of Micronutrientsin
Nutrition was held in conjunction with aceremony to
introduce Becozince Syrup at Hotel Nikko on 24
February.

Professor S Kyaw Hla presided over the
seminar. Professor Dr Kyu Kyu Khin gave talks on
Micronutrients For Growth and Development and
Associate Professor U Win Myat Aye, HIV and
Nutrition.

Altogether 200 paediatricians attended the
seminar and took part in the discussions.

Next, Country Manager of thecompany Mr S
Kumar gave accounts on Becozince Syrup and
presented gifts to those present.

Becozince Syrup provides immunity for the
children to help fight against infection and disease. It
is suitable for the children with diarrhea.

Hero International Enterprise distributed
Becozince Syrup throughout the country. Everyone
may contact Ph: 01-293367 and 706877.

MNA
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UMFCCI to hold

subject-wise talks

Y ANGON, 27 Feb— Organi zed by the Union of
Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, the subject-wise talks, sponsored by Myat
Myittarmon Co Ltd, will be staged at UMFCCI Office
Tower on Minye Kyawswa Road in Lanmadaw
Township at 2 pm on 1 March.

Economist Dr Khin Maung Nyo (Economics)
will give talks entitled “Is Trust Needed?’. Members
of the UMFCCI and its brother associations and
interested persons may attend the talks. — MNA

Fire breaksout in N Okkalapa

Y ANGON, 27 Feb — Two houses were gutted
by afirethat broke out in North Okkalapa Township
yesterday.

The fire started at the electric stove in the
kitchen of the house of U Kan Nyunt, 56, son of U Tin
Aung, of No 918, Thumaitta 24th Street, Ward-1,
North Okkalapa Township.

The fire started at 5.15 pm yesterday and it
took 30 fire engines 25 minutes to put out the fire.

Action is being taken against U Kan Nyunt
under Section 285 by North Okkal apa Police Station.

MNA



Hungary, Russia
tosign on gas
pipeline
Bubarest, 27 Feb—The
Hungarian and Russian
governmentsaresettosign
an agreement on

constructing the Hun-
garian section of the South

Streamnatural gaspipeline 4

which will bring Russian
natural gas to Europe, in
Moscow on Thursday,
Hungarian PrimeMinister
Ferenc Gyurcsany said on
Monday.

“There is one more
agreement wewanttosign
in the next few days. This
isan agreement on an arm
of the so-called South
Stream project going
through Hungary,”
Gyurcsany told a Press
conferenceafter talkswith
Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Dmitri M edvedev
in Budapest on Monday.

MNA/Xinhua
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A man shows a newspaper with pictures of the new members of the Cuban

-
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government, now led by President Raul Castro, on 25 Feb. Raul Castro
prepares Tuesday for hisfirst diplomatic encounter as president of a post-
Fidel Cuba, at a planned meeting with the number two official from the

Vatican.—INTERNET

Thai policemen inspect
the wreckage of a
vehicle after aroadside
bomb attack in
Thailand’'s Yala
Province, on 27 Feb,
2008. Suspected Muslim
separatist rebelskilled
one soldier in a bomb
attack, police said.
INTERNET

INTERNATIONAL NEWJS

Australia considering joining
US missile defence system

CANBERRA, 27 Feb—
Australian Foreign Min-
ister Stephen Smith said
here on Sunday his
government was con-
sidering joining alimited
USmissiledefencesystem
because it may help to
protect Australian troops
inthefield.

But Smithsaid Australia
would not be rushed into
any decision.

Speaking to the Aus-
tralian television network
the Channel Nine, Smith
said the technology of the
missile defence had
improved and may be of
usein settings such aswar

zones or areas where
Australianswereinvolved
in peacekeeping missions.

“The technology’s
moved on, and so what
we've said is that in
conversationwithouraly,
with the United States,
we're happy to give con-
sideration to the missile

defence arrangements,”
Smith said.
“Wemadeit clear during
our timein opposition that
we would happily give
consideration to theater or
limited missile defence,”
the foreign minister said.
“WEe're not rushing to
embrace it, we are just
giving very careful con-
sSiderationtoitandwelll do
thatinconjunctionwith our
United States ally,” he
added.
MNA/Xinhua

McCain hitsback in
campaign financerow

WasHinGTON, 27 Feb— Aides to Republican John
M cCainon Tuesday accused the Demacratsof playing
election gamesinalegal row over hisattemptsto back
out of receiving public money for his White House
campaign.

“Everything we did here was legal, ethical and
proper,” McCain spokeswoman Jill Hazelbaker said,
accusing Democratic hopeful Barack Obamaof “ back-
pedalling” onwhether hetoo would take public funds.

McCain is trying to withdraw from an agreement
with the Federal Election Commission to take FEC
funds, which carry a strict limit on how much a
candidate can spend in primary and general election
campaigns.

TheArizonasenator, author of alandmark campaign
finance reform, submitted to the agreement last year
when his campaign was deep in trouble, but is now
poised to win the Republican nomination and is not
short of cash from private donors.—Internet

At least 13 dead as Egypt
microbusfallsinto canal

CAlIRro, 27 Feb—At least 13 peoplediedin Cairo on
Monday whenthemicrobusthey weretravellinginfell
into a canal, security sources said.

The cause of the accident was not immediately
apparent, they said.

Reckless driving, lax traffic rules and poor road
conditionscontributeto many crashesin Egypt, where
aseries of fatal road and rail accidentsin recent years
have caused a public outcry over the government’s
handling of transport safety.

Atleast 29 peoplediedinapile-up earlier thismonth
on a highway outside the Egyptian capital.

MNA/Reuters
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A Barraway’'s carp gudgeon or Hypseleotris
barrawayi is seen in this undated handout
photograph released on 26 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

IsLamaBaDp, 27 Feb—
Pakistani security forces

Malaysia allows candidates agents
monitor postal votes

KuaLa Lumpur, 27
Feb—The Election Com-
mission of Malaysiawill
for the first time alow
candidates to send agents
to monitor postal votes
process at army or police
campsinthe 12th General
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Election on 8 March asa
measure to enhance
transparency of the pro-
cess, according to local
newspaperson Tuesday.

The measure was an-
nounced on Monday by
Election Commission

Secretary Kamaruzaman
Mohd Noor at the head-
quarters of the com-
mission in Putrajaya,
administrative centre of
the Malaysian Federal
Government.
MNA/Xinhua

havearrested anal-Qaeda-
linked militant wanted in
connection with an
assassination attempt on
former prime minister
Benazir Bhuttohoursafter
shereturned from exile in
October.

Two-time prime mini-
ster Bhutto survived the
suicide bombing on a
processioninKarachi after

she arrived home on 18

7/29/18, 10:46 PM

Pakistan arrests militant linked to Bhutto attack

October, but nearly other
140 people were killed.

Bhutto was assassinated
in a gun and bomb attack
blamed on al-Qaeda-
linked militantsin the city
of Rawalpindi on 27
December.

Interior Minister Hamid
Nawaz told Reuters the
suspect, Qari Saifullah
Akhtar, was arrested early
on Tuesday, along with
his three sons, and was
being interrogated about

the Karachi attack.

“Hewasinvolvedinthe
Karsaz bomb blast,” the
minister said, referring to
an overpass in Karachi
wheretheattack on Bhutto
took place.

In her book, Recon-
ciliation, published after
her murder, Bhutto
identified Akhtar as a
“wanted terrorist” who
tried to overthrow her
second government in the
1990s—MNA/Reuters
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Cambodian National Assembly
approvesASEAN Charter

Prnom PenH, 27 Feb—
The Cambodian National
Assembly  here on
Monday unanimously
approvedthe ASEAN (the
Associationof South-East
Asian Nations) Charter.

"The ASEAN Charter
will bring our country into
the economic and social
integration with other
ASEAN countries and
also into the ongoing
process of globalization,"
said Pen Pagna, chairman
of the legislation and
justice committee of the

Parliament.

"It can help us rule
by law and walk
to democracy and
development, too," he
added.

The charter has 13
chapters with 55 articles.
All ASEAN member
countries havetoratify it.

The ASEAN Charter
amstotransformASEAN
into a rules-based legal
entity like the European
Union and paves the way
for closer integration

within the group.

Under the charter, all
ASEAN member states
will have equal rightsand
obligations. They will also
be legally entitled to sue
one another.

ASEAN groups
Brunei, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.
Cambodiajoined ASEAN
in 1999.

Xinhua

\‘-" - . : - e _,:‘t"
A rare Ford Model 40 Special Speedster, custom built in 1934 for Edsel Ford,

then President of the Ford Motor Company, is pictured in Ypsilanti, Michigan
on 25 Feb, 2008. —XINHUA

70-km long

fenceto be
erected at

Egyptian

border

JERUSALEM, 27 Feb —
Israeli Defence Minister
Ehud said on Tuesday that
a seventy-kilometre long
fence will be constructed
along the border with
Egypt, stretching from
Beerotayim to Nitzana,
andthen all theway tothe
Rafah border crossing.

According to local
media, Barak made the
remarks while touring
Israel's western border
with Egypt, noting that
building the fence might
take about two years.

The Defence Minister
was quoted as saying
that Israel has made
considerablestridesinthe
war on terror in the past
weeks.

"However, there are
still numerous attemptsto
smuggle arms and
explosives along the
Egyptian border, and
the Israeli Defence
Forces (IDF) continue
to work hard to thwart
such attempts," Barak
added.

Also on Tuesday,
Major General Amos
Yadlin, head of the IDF's
intelligence branch, said
thattrainedterror activists
and a-Qaeda operatives
have recently entered the
Gaza Strip through the
breached border with
Egypt.

Xinhua
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[ All items from Xinhua News Agency ]

Vietnam, Singaporeto strengthen
cooper ative ties

Hanoi, 26 Feb—
Vietnamese State Presi-
dent Nguyen Minh Triet
and his visiting Singa-
porean counterpart SR
Nathan said here Monday
that the two sides would
broaden and deepen the
bilateral multifaceted
cooperation.

Vietnam and Singa-
pore will further their
friendship and bilateral
cooperation on various
spheres, including infra-
structure, tourism and
manpower, Triet said
when holding talks with
the President who kicked
off his officia five-day

Suez Canal’s daily revenue

hits new record

Cairo, 27 Feb— The daily revenue of Egypt’s
Suez Canal on Monday recorded at 21 million US
dollars, accordingto theSuez Canal Authority statistics.

The total number of vessels which transited the
international waterway on Monday reached 74 asthe
freight hit the record of 3. 86 billion tons since Suez

Cana’s inauguration on 17 November, 1869,

the

Egyptian MENA news agency quoted the statistics.

The Canal’ s revenue in the 2006-2007 fiscal year,
ending on 30 June, 2007, recorded about 4.17 billion
dollars, a 17-per-cent year-on-year increase.

Xinhua

visit to Viethnam on 25
February.

Vietnam isin need of
expertise and finance in
the development of
seaports, airports and
tourism resorts nation-
wide, Triet said.

Nathansaid Singapore
isready to cooperate and
coordinate with Vietham
in different fields, in-
cluding infrastructure,
tourism, human resource
and such regional issues
as luring foreign direct
investmentinmembersof
the Association of South-
East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and streng-
thening the ASEAN
Regional Forum.

Singapore is expe-
rienced in developing
portsandairports, Nathan
said.—Xinhua

b

Britain was shaken by its biggest earthquake for a quarter of a century early
on 27 Feb, 2008, with tremors measuring 5.2 on the Richter Scale felt across
England.—INTERNET

7/29/18, 10:46 PM
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12 killed in bus accident
in northeast India

New DeLHI, 26 Feb— At least 12 people were
killed and four seriously injuredinabusaccidentin
Indian northeast state Assam Sunday, officialssaid.

A police spokesperson said the accident took
place about 40 kilometreseast of Assam’ smain city
of Guwahati.

“Thebusplungedintoastream some25feet after
the driver lost control while crossing a concrete
bridgeonthehighway,” thelndo-AsianNewsService
guoted the police official as saying.

“There were 19 people travelling in the bus.
Rescue workers managed to extricate 12 bodies,”
the official said.—Xinhua

Philippine floods fatality

growsto 35

ManiLA, 26 Feb — The death toll of floods and
landslides, caused by continuousdownpourineastern
Philippines, has risen to 35, the country’s disaster
relief agency said Monday.

The National Disaster Coordinating Centre
(NDCC) said in a statement that ten people remain
missingwhile27 wereinjured asthecalamity hits10
citiesand 123township-level municipalitiesinBicol
Region.

NDCC said 124,473 familiesin the region were
affected and 8,610 familiesstill remained in various
evacuations centres.

Meanwhile, local health authority reported 178
diarrhea cases in the region as a result of unusual
week-long rains. —Xinhua

Seven dead in central China
bus crash

WUHAN, 26 Feb— Seven peopledied and another
ten were injured when a bus crashed in central
China's Hubei Province, sources with the local
work safety administration said on Monday.

Theaccident occurred at around 6:40am Monday
on the highway linking provincia capital Wuhan
and Shiyan, atransportati onartery connecting central
and west Hubei, when abus, registeredin Hubei, hit
the median strip, and overturned.

Three passengers died when they were thrown
out of the bus. Four more passengers were hit and
killed by another busthree minuteslater when they
were trying to crawl out of the vehicle. —Xinhua
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Obama, Clinton clash in
heated US debate

CLEVELAND, 27 Feb —
DemocratsBarack Obama
and Hillary Clinton
clashed sharply in ahigh-
stakes one-on-one debate
on Tuesday, accusingeach
other of falsely portraying
their stances on health
care, trade and other
i SSues.

Clinton, who needs to
win next week in Ohio
and Texas to keep her

presidential campaign
aliveafter Obama’ sstreak
of 11 straight victoriesin
nominating contests, went
on the attack early in the
debate at Cleveland State
University in Ohio.
Obama fired back
repeatedly in a series of
sometimes heated but
controlled exchanges.
Thedebate, thelast before
next Tuesday’s contests,

People and cranes are seen working at an acacia
plantation belonging to a pulp and paper factory in
Pangkalan Kerinci, Sumatra, in November
2007.—INTERNET

was sharper in tone than
last week's encounter in
Texas, but far less
personal and angry thana
debatelast monthin South
Carolina.

Clinton kept up her
recent criticism of Obama
campaign literature sent
toOhiovotersthat shesaid
mischaracterized her
health care proposal,
which includes mandates
requiring Americans to
purchasehealthinsurance.

“We should have a
good debate that uses
accurate information, not
false, misleading and
discredited information,
especially on something
as important as whether
or not we will achieve
quality, affordable health
care for everyone,” the
New Y ork Senator said.

MNA/Reuters
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Sony, Sharp unvell LCD
panel joint venture

Tokyo, 27 Feb—
Japanese electronics
giants Sony Corp and
Sharp Corp on Tuesday
announced abusinesstie-
upinliquidcrystal display
(LCD) panels for hot-
selling flat televisions.

The two companies
reached a basic deal to
establishajoint ventureto
produce and sell large
LCD panels, they saidina
joint statement, adding
that they hope to sign a
formal accord by 30
September.

Sharp will put an LCD
factory that it is building
in Sakai, western Japan,
under the control of the
joint venture, which will
begin operating by March
2010, owned 66 per cent
by Sharp and 34 per cent
by Sony.

Production capacity is

ECONMICE NEWS

AR A @
\A

expected to begln with
36,000 panels per month
and will be expanded to
72,000 in the future.

The size of the
investment has not yet
been decided, the com-
panies%\id

AccordingtotheNikkel
business daily Sony will
contribute more than 100
billion yen (933 million
US dollars) towards the
380-billion-yen Sharp
factory.

Internet

Tas & o p=
s

Venezuela limitsfood exports
amid shortages

CaRrAcAs, 26 Feb—Venezuela will halt exports of
foods like milk and meat unless domestic demand is
met first, the government said on Monday, as leftist
President Hugo Chavez struggles with shortages of
staple products.

Venezuelan shoppers have for months faced
shortages of basics like milk and chicken, a problem
the government blames on growing demand and
hoarding but business leaders say stems from price

Inthlsplcturemadeavallable on 22 Feb, 2008, by Foto
Sport Studio, alifesizemode of aFormulaOneFerrari
F2008 racer made entirely of chacolate, is seen in
Sorrento, near Naples, southern | taly.—INTERNET

IMF predicts economic
dowdown for Canada

UAE company to build new
refinery in Abu Dhabi

Asu DHaBl, 27 Feb—The Abu Dhabi Oil Refining
Company (TAKREER) of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) announced on Monday that it will build anew
refinery in Abu Dhabi Emirate to boost its refinery
capacity, Emirates News Agency reported.

When completed by 2013, the new refinery will
have a capacity of 417,000 barrels per day (bpd),
representing 86 per cent of TAKREER's current
installed refining capacity, according to the report.

The refinery is in the design phase and will be
|located in Ruwais, some 240 kilometres from Abu
Dhabi City, the UAE capital.

The project is driven by demand and the need to
meet stringent product quality requirements and
environmental legislation, TAKREER’s general
manager Jasem Ali Sayegh said.

TAKREER wasestablishedin 1999 to take over the
responsibility of refining operations previously
undertaken by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC).— MNA/Xinhua
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controls that do not keep pace with high inflation.

Theorder published in the government’ sgazetteon
Monday requires companies to acquire an export
permit fromthe Food Ministry certifying Venezuela' s
domestic demand for that product has been met.

The new rulewill apply to around 80 types of food
including somethat have been in short supply such as
dairy, meat, cooking oil and flour.

MNA/Reuters

Ottawa, 27 Feb—
Canada’'s economic
growthwill slow down to
1.8 per cent in 2008,
challenged by aslump in
theUnited States, thehigh
dollar and moremoderate
domestic demand, the
Internatlonal Monetary

v g

Tata Group Chairman Ratan Tata (2nd L) and Fiat's Vice Chairman John
Elkann (L) pose with Ferrari 612 Scaglietti cars before the start of Magic
India Discovery tour in Mumbai on 25 Feb, 2008. The 74-day tour will touch
57 Indian cities and cover more than 13,000 km (8,077 miles).—INTERNET

7/29/18, 10:46 PM

Fund (IMF) saidMonday.
Theagency had projected
a growth rate of 2.3 per
cent in its forecast last
year, Canadian Press
reported.

ThelMFreportsaidthe
Canadian economy is
unlikely to decouplefrom
the US because the US
receives 75 per cent of
Canada’s exports. It
warnedthat Canadacould
fall into a deep recession
if the American economy
contracts, the US dollar
plummetsand commaodity
pricesfall.

In that scenario,
Canada s economy could
shrink by 3.3 per cent this
year and 3.8 per cent in
2009 beforerecoveringto
barely abovezeroin2010,
the agency said.

MNA/Xinhua
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Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects
Myogyl Dam Project in
Shan State (South)

NAay Pvi Taw, 27 Feb
— Member of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-GenYeMyint
of theMinistry of Defence
inspected Myogyi
Multipurpose  Dam
Project in Ywangan
Township in Shan State
(South) yesterday.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint,
accompaniedby Chairman
of Mandalay Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Centra Command Brig-
Gen Tin Ngwe inspected
digging main cana and
congtruction of diversion
canal for the dam.

Atthebriefing hall of
the project, U Myo Tun,
Director of the
Construction Group-7 of
thelrrigation Department,
reported to Lt-Gen Ye
Myint on construction
work of the project
including construction of
themaindam, adiversion
tunnel and a spillway.
After hearing reports, Lt-
Gen Ye Myint caled for
timely completion of the
project meeting the set
standards.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen
YeMyintvisitedthework
siteof thediversiontunnel
and the main dam.

Thediversontunnd of
the dam is 468 metre long
anditsdiametreis 18 ft.

During his tour of
Shan State (South), Lt-
Gen Ye Myint and party
also visited Thanywa
People’s Hospital in
Kyaukse Township and
inspected the medicine
store, patient ward,

operation theatre and X-
ray room. Deputy
Director-General of the
Health Department Dr
Kyaw Nyunt Sein and
officials conducted them
around the hospital. Lt-
Gen Ye Myint gave
necessary instructions.
MNA

-
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seen the purity
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of his deeds.

Dhammapada 16

1@ Both here and thereisthe doer
’ of pure deeds happy

Here heis happy and heis happy hereafter, both here and there isthe
doer of pure deeds happy. He is happy and he is exceedingly happy having

¢
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Lt-Gen Ye Myint inépects Myogyi Multipurpose Dam Proj éct in Ywangan Township, Shan State (South)_. — MNA

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspectstransplanting at afiéld in Mongpha
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Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspects Monepaw regional development tasksin Muse

YANGON, 27 Feb —
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Kyaw Win of the
Ministry of Defence
together with Chairman
of Shan State (North)
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
North-East Command
Maj-GenAung ThanHtut
during his visit to Muse
of Shan State (North)
attended an opening
ceremony of Kanbawza
Bank (Muse branch)
yesterday.

First, Commander
Maj-Gen Aung ThanHtut
and Chairman of

Kanbawza Bank Limited
U Aung KoWinformally
opened the ceremony of
the bank.

At Shweli Y eiktha of
Muse, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
met with executives of
Muse District and Muse
and Namhkam Town-
ships Union Soli-darity
and Development
Associations and dis-
cussed regional develop-
ment taskswith them and
urged them to try their
best in the development
tasks.

Next, Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win and party attended a
ceremony to present

-

medical equipment and
cash donations for
M onepaw station hospital
at Nyein Aye Myay hall
of Monepaw village in
Muse Township.
Afterwards, Chairman of
Township PDC U Nyunt
Han briefed on
developments in
agriculture, education,
health and transportation
sectors after making peace
with armed groups. The
commander gave a
supplementary report.

Monepaw region national
race group presented
medical equipment worth
K 2.6 million and K

AR

o Tk . V. A
-

n \/illagein Shan Stafe (North). —MNA

7/29/18, 10:46 PM

500,000 to
commander.
Next, Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win and party inspected
physic nut sapplings in
Monepaw village and
thriving paddy field of
farmer U Ba'Yan Shoung
in Mongphan village.
Afterwards, Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win and party

the

visited Monepaw station
hospital and provided
supplies to the patients.
Next, they inspected
Monepaw Basic
Education High School
(branch) and presented
uniforms to teachers and
two sets of computer for
the school.

MNA

[ MWJA meets j

Y anGoN, 27 Feb—
Central Executive
Committee of Myanmar
Writers and Journalists
Association held its 2/

e TR
g L h;"-“'&i“: -

2008 meeting at Sapay
Beikman building on
Merchant Street, this
afternoon.
Vice-Chairman-1 of
MWJA U Tin Kha
(Tekkatho Tin Kha) gave
aspeech. Secretary Dr Tin
Tun Oo0 reported on
implementation of the
resol utionsof theprevious

meeting.
Leaders of the
respective work

committees reported on
the work done and took
part in the discussions.
The meeting came to
an end with concluding
remarks by the Vice-
Chairman-1 of MWJA.
MNA
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Myanmar pursuing goal of democr acy
with transparency and time frame

The Union of Myanmar is an independent and
sovereign nation. In the past, the country was
subjugated for 123 years by the British, and during
the period, the colonizer exploited and unjustly took
out of the nation the precious stones such as gold,
silver, diamond, jade, ruby and sapphire including
natural resources, agricultural produceandroyal gems.

Like Myanmar, many other world countries fell
under the colonial rule of the western industrialized
countries such as the Britain, France, Belgium, the
Dutch, Spain, Portugal andtheUS. They alsoexploited
all the natural resources of the colonies.

At that time, thedictionariesin circulationin the
colonialist countries did not carry some words such
asfreedom, liberty, independence, democracy, human
rights, non-aggression and non-interference.

Unlike in the past, now they are repeatedly
shouting the expressions of freedom, human rights,
and democracy. At the sametime, they areinvading,
imposing economic sanctionsagainst, andinterfering
intheinternal affairsof former coloniesthat are now
engaged in national reconstruction tasks. They are
none other than hypocrites.

Inthecourseof history, Myanmar people had led
a peaceful life, sharing joys and sorrows. Myanmar
came under acts of aggressions of the colonialistsin
1824, and since then, the peopl e had fought back the
colonizers in unity. The regaining of the State's
territory and sovereignty (independence) cost alarge
number of lives and limbs of the people. Since 4
January 1948 on which the nation regained
independence, thepeoplehadfallenvictimstointernal
armed conflictsthat occurred at theinstigation of the
colonialists and due to the sectarianism.

It wasknown to theinter national community
that theUnion wason theedgeof an abyss, and the
nation almost lost independence and encounter ed
bloodshed four times—from 1948 to 1950, from
1958 to 1960, in the early 1962, and in 1988, and
thusthe people and the Tatmadaw had to defend
the Union in collaboration.

Anyhow, peace has been restored in Myanmar
since 1989. Seventeen national racear med gr oups
returned to thelegal fold in consideration of the
public interests. Myanmar enjoyed the taste of
development at theunpr ecedented level from 1988

t0 2008. With community peaceand stability of the
State, the government is now implementing the
fourth step of theroad map.

In 1992, the government held discussionswiththe
tenlegal political parties(including NLD) and reached
an agreement to hold the National Conventioninorder
tolay down fundamental principlesfor aconstitution.
1N 1990, Sein Win and someNL D member M Psfledto
the camp of armed insurgents in border areas and
illegally formed a so-called parallel government.

Thus, NLD Chairman U Aung Shwe removed
Daw Suu Kyi’s cousin expatriate Sein Win and NLD
member accomplices, and U Tin Oo and Daw Suu Kyi
who violated the law and incited riots, as member of
theNL D headquarters. In addition, hesent aletter with
his signature to the Multi-party Democracy General
Election Commission, requesting that thecommission
remove them as representatives-el ect.

Five NLD HQ members and nearly 100 NLD
representatives led by U Aung Shwe had attended the
National Convention since 1993, implying that NLD
accepted the concept that a State constitution was
essentia for the nation.

Itiscommonknowledgethat the State Constitution
Drafting Committee under the leadership of General
Aung San drew the 1947 constitution in haste. At that
time, the nation was still under the rule of the British
government. Under the coercion and pressure of some
Shansawbwas(chi eftains), theconstitutionenumerated
some principleson therightsto secedefrom the Union
10 years after independence.

Intheearly March 1962, theruling ParHta-Sa(Union)
government was not in a position at al to control the
federd movement designedto secedefromtheUnionand
then join the South-East Asia Treaty Organization
(SEATO) ledby theUS. Inconsequence, thegovernment
could no longer practise the 1947 congtitution.

In 1974, anew constitution wasintroduced on the
basis of Socialism. Nonetheless, in the pragmatic
world, thenation practising Socialist ConstitutionLaw
did not achieve much economic growth dueto various
reasons. Againthe 1974 constitution was abrogated in
1988, resulting from the objectioninthemassprotests.

A five-warshipfleetincludinganaircraft carrier of
a big country intruded into the Myanmar’s waters,
promptingthe Tatmadaw totakeup Stateresponsibilities.

Vs

The National Convention was completed on 3 September
2007, and before long a 54-member Commission for Drafting
the State Constitution was formed. The 54 members included
legal experts from states and divisions, professors of various
fields, and those who are well-versed in the political, economic
andadministrativeaffairs.On 3December 2007, thecommission
launched the drafting of the State constitution based on the
principlestheNational Convention had adopted. On 19February
2008, the commission plenary session adopted thedraft and all
the commission memberssigned the draft on 20 February.

~

U Pyay Kyaw —

The Union was witnessing general deterioration,
stemming frominhumanekillingsof Myanmar people
by same compatriots, burning down public property,
looting of shops and government warehouses, and
vying each other for power. So, the people and the
Tatmadaw again had to save the Union.

The process of drawing an enduring
constitution was carried out, taking lessons from
defectsand loopholes of the 1947 constitution and
the 1974 constitution.

The National Convention was attended by
more than 1000 representatives from ten legal
political parties,representativesof r epr esentatives-
elect, independent representatives-elect,
representatives of national races from various
townships, representatives of peasants, workers,
intellectuals and intelligentsia and State service
personnel, legal expertsand representativesfrom
national race peace groups.

Proposal paper sof r espectivedelegategroups,
collectionsof thepanel of chair men of theNational
Convention plenary sessions, clarifications of the
National Convention ConveningCommission,and
fundamental principles and detailed basic
principlesadopted withtheapproval of theplenary
sessions received media cover age.

Proposal papers submitted to and discussions
held at the National Convention, and principlesof the
chapterswere collected into abook after the National
Convention was completed on 3 September 2007.
And copieswere distributed at the reasonabl e prices.
Nonethel ess, renegades, themediaunder theinfluence
of the colonialists, and internal traitorous national
axe-handles are saying that the discussions held and
principles adopted at the National Convention are
incomprehensible lacking transparency. | would like
to urge them to find them up in the old newspapers.

Thenewspaperscarried 15 chaptersor principles
for 15 chapters to be included in the constitution as
follows.—

Chapter (1) The State 28-8-2007
Chapter (2) The State Structure 28-8-2007
Chapter (3) The Head of State 28-8-2007
Chapter (4) Legidature 29-8-2007
Chapter (5) Executive 30-8-2007
Chapter (6) Judiciary 1-9-2007
Chapter (7) The Tatmadaw 2-9-2007
Chapter (8) Citizens, Fundamental Principlesand
Responsiblities of Citizens 2-9-2007
Chapter (9) Election 2-9-2007
Chapter (10)  Political Parties 2-9-2007
Chapter (11)  Provisions on State of Emergency
3-9-2007
Chapter (12) Amendment of the Constitution
3-9-2007
Chapter (13)  State Flag, State Seal, National
Anthem and the Capital 3-9-2007
Chapter (14)  Transitory Provisions  3-9-2007
Chapter (15)  General Provisions 3-9-2007

During the period when Daw Suu Kyi and U Tin

Oo wereplaced under restrictions, U Aung Shweand

NLD central executive committee attended the

meeting to coordinate for holding the National

Convention and agreed to the resolutions. Nearly 90
(See page 11)
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The Union of Myanmar
The State Peace and Development Council
The Referendum Law for the Approval of the Draft Constitution of
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 2008
(The State Peace and Development Council Law No 1/2008)
The 5th Waning Day of Tabodwe 1369ME
(26th February,2008)
Preamble

The Commission for Drafting the State Constitution has drafted the State
Condtitution of the Republic of theUnion of Myanmar |eadingto non-disintegration
of the Union, non-disintegration of the national solidarity and perpetuation of
sovereignty; building of the modern, devel oped and well-disciplined democratic
State for which the entire people arelonging; and for thelong-term interest of all
nationalitieswhoareresidingintheUnioninaccordancewiththebasic principles
and detailed basic principles adopted by the National Convention.

The State Peaceand Devel opment Council hereby enactsthefollowing Law
to enabletheadoption of thedraft law drafted assuch by theentire peoplethrough
referendum.

Chapter 1
Titleand Definition
1. ThisLaw shal be called the Referendum Law for the Approval of the
Draft Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 2008.
2. Thefollowing expressions contained in this Law shall have the meanings
given here under:

(8 This Law means the Referendum Law for the Approval of the
Draft Constitution of theRepublicof theUnion of Myanmar, 2008:
Referendum means the Referendum held for enabling the approval of
the draft State Constitution of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar;
Commission means the Commission for Holding Referendum;
State or Divisional Sub-commission means the State or Divisional
Sub-commission for Holding Referendum. The said expression aso
includes the Sub-commission of the Shan State(North), Shan State
(East) and Bago Division (West);

District Sub-commission means the District Sub-commission for

Holding Referendum;

Township Sub-commission means the Township Sub-commission

for Holding Referendum;

Wardor Village-tract Sub-commission meansWardor Village-tract

Sub-commission for Holding Referendum;

Citizen means the person who is aready a citizen of the Union of

Myanmar according to the existing law;

Member of religious order means:

(i)  inthecaseof Buddhists, monks, novices, religiouslaymen and

nuns;

Explanation: Theexpression, member of religious order, applies

to areligious monk or amember of the religious order while he

is serving temporarily as such;

in the case of Christians, persons who have been recognized and

ordainedor assigned dutiesby therelevant Churchesasanindividua

whohasdedi cated himsalf mainly toservingtheChristianreligious

order, personsincludedin thegroup of individual sor organization

which of their own volition have submitted to the control of the

respectivehead accordingtothereligion professed asorgani zed by

religious discipline or vow;

(iii) inthe case of Hindus, Sanyazi, Mahant or Hindu priest;

Referendum Area means ward of village-tract prescribed by the

Commission to vote for holding referendum;

Voting roll means the roll of persons who are at the prescribed

referendum areas and have the right to vote;

Polling Booth Team means the team appointed by the relevant Sub-

commission for carrying out voting in collective responsibility at a

polling booth;

(m) Polling Booth Officer means the leader of the polling booth team
appointed by the relevant Sub-commission;

(n) Cancelled Vote means:

(1) theballot paper of advance ballot paper which hasno prescribed

mark,

(2) theballot paper or advance ballot paper scrutinised and decided
by the polling booth team to be a fake ballot paper or
advance ballot paper, and
the ballot paper destroyed by any means and inserted in the ballot
box.

(b)

(©
(d)

(€
®
9
(h)
(i)

(i)

)
(k)
V)

©)

Chapter |1

Convening the Referendum
Thereferendum shall be held for the approval of the draft constitution
of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar;
Thereferendum shall be held completely within the period prescribed
by the Commission.
The Commission shall declare the day on which the referendum isto
be held at least 21days advance;
The Township Sub-commission and the Ward or Village-tract Sub-
commissions shall declarethelist of the personswho havetheright to
voteaccordingtotheir referendumareafor holding referendumat least
7 daysin advance.

3. (3@

(b)
@
(b)

Chapter |11
Formation of the Commission and Sub-commissions
The State Peace and Development Council shall form a referendum
commission for holding referendum with the necessary number of
suitable citizens;
The commission formed under sub-section (a) shall form or may cause
to be formed the following sub-commissions:
(1) a State or Divisional Sub-commission in a State or Division,
comprising 15 members;
(2) abDistrict Sub-commissioninadistrict, comprising 15 members,
(3) a Township Sub-commission in a township, comprising 15
(4)

@

(b)

members;
aWard or Village-tract Sub-commission in a ward or village-
tract, comprising 5 to 20 members.
Chapter 1V
Duties and Power s of the Commission for Holding Referendum and Sub-
commissions
The duties and powers of the Commission are as follows:
(@ holding referendum;
(b) forming, guiding and supervising the sub-commissions;
(c) determininganddeclaringthereferendumareasfor holdingreferendum;
(d) prescribing the period to hold referendum;
(e) guidingand supervising for preparation of list and schedulerelating to
holding referendum;
(f) prescribing theforms, seals, ballot papers and advance ball ot papersto
be used by the Commission and Sub-commissions for holding
referendum;
issuing ballot papers and advance ballot papers to the respective
District Sub-commission;
sending the advance ballot papers to the relevant head of embassy or
consulatethroughthe Ministry of Foreign Affairsto enablethepersons
who are abroad and having theright to vote, to cast vote;
declaring the number of person eligibleto vote, personswho cast vote,
persons who cast vote-in-favour and their comparison in percentage,
reporting to the State Peace and Development Council after the
referendum has been held;
(j) carrying out other necessary matters relating to the referendum.
7. TheDutiesand powers of the State or Divisional Sub-commissions are as
follows:

@
(b)
(©
(d)
()

6.

9
(h)

(i)

forming District Sub-commissionsand Township Sub-commissionsin
accordance with the directive of the Commission;

supervising and coordinating the performance of the works of the
District, Township and Wards or Village-tract Sub-commissions;
reporting the performance of the works of State and Divisional Sub-
commissions to the Commission;

sending in advance to the Commission the lists of persons eligible to
votesent by the Township Sub-commissionsaccording tothetownship;
sending the list to the Commission by preparing it in accordance with
stipulations by differentiating the list of persons eligible to vote,
persons who cast vote, votes-in-favor, votes-against and cancelled
votes after collecting the number of votes sent by Township Sub-
commissions after the referendum has been held.

The Duties and Powers of the District Sub-commissions are as follows:
(a) requesting necessary for ballot papers and advance ballot papers for
Township Sub-commissions from the Commission and distributing
them sufficiently to Township Sub-commissions;

supervising and coordinating the performance of works of Townships
Sub-commissions and Ward or Village-tract Sub-commissions,
carrying out in accordance with the directives of the Commission and
State or Divisiona Sub-commissions.

(b)
(©
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@

(b)
(©

(d)

()
()

9

(h)

follows:

@

(b)

(©

(d)

()
()

9

(h)
(i)

11.

(b)

9. TheDuties and Powers of Township Sub-commissions are as follows:

forming Ward or Village-tract Sub-commissions in accordance with
the directive of the Commission;

supervising the referendum held in ward or village-tract;

declaring, adding, amending and approving the voting rolls according
to therelevant referendum areasrel ating to the referendum, sending in
advance of the approved list of persons eligibleto voteto the relevant
State or Divisional Sub-commission;

requesting necessary ballot papers and advance ballot papers for
referendum areas in the township from the District Sub-commission
and distributing them sufficiently to the Ward or Village-tract Sub-
commissionsaccording to referendum areasand theteamscontained in
clauses (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) of sub-section (d) of section 12;
declaring the days to vote at the referendum areas in the township;
reporting the list to the State and Divisional Sub-commission after
preparing it by differentiating thelist of personswho cast vote, votesin-
favour, votes-against and cancelled votes after collecting the number
of votessent by Ward or Village-tract Sub-commissions, and sending
the copy to the Commission and relevant District Sub-commissions;
reporting the performance of the works of Township Sub-commission
to District Sub-commission and sending the copy to the Commission
and relevant State or Divisional Sub-commissions;

carrying out other necessary matters relating to the referendum.

10. The Duties and Powers of Ward or Village-tract Sub-commissions are as

carrying out and taking responsibility for the referendum held in ward
or village-tract;
submitting to the relevant Township Sub-commission for approval
after preparing voting roll for referendum and declaring the approved
voting roll in ward or village-tract;
declaring the polling booth areas and locationsin ward or village-tract
referendum area with the approval of Township Sub-commission and
appointing members of polling booth team and polling booth officer;
Proviso: If any polling booth officer and member of polling booth
team isunableto carry out the duty assigned for any reasons
on the day of referendum, any suitable citizen who is
respected by thelocal public may beassignedinsubstitution.
Such assignment shall be reported to the Township Sub-
commission.
distributing ballot papers and advance ballot papers obtained from
Township Sub-commission to polling booth teams sufficiently;
making ballot boxes in accordance with the stipulations;
opening ballot boxesof each polling booth at the said polling booth and
supervising in counting votes,
sendinglistto Township Sub-commissionafter preparingitinaccordance
with stipulations by differentiating list of personswho cast vote, votes-
in-favour, votes-against, cancelled votes, ballot paper and advance
ballot paper received, remaining ballot papers and advance ballot
papers,
reporting the performance of the works of Ward or Village-tract Sub-
commission to Township Sub-commission;
carrying out other necessary matters relating to the referendum.
Chapter V
Preparing Voting Rolls
Every citizen, associate citizen, naturalized citizen and temporary
certificate holder who has completed the age of eighteen years on the
day of referendum shall havetheright to vote at the referendum. Every
person who is so entitled to vote shall be mentioned in the voting roll.
The names of the following persons who are in conformity with the
provisions contained in sub-section (a) are entitled to be mentioned in
the voting roll:
(1) the diplomats, diplomatic staff, consular staff of the Union of
Myanmar and members of their household;
(2) membersof army, navy or air force of Tatmadaw who are out of
referendum area on duty on the day of referendum although they
live within military unit, and members of their household living
together with them;
personswho are appointed by the Government to carry out duties
outside the Unionof Myanmar and membersof their household;
State scholars who are abroad and members of their household
living together with them;
other persons who are abroad with the permission of the
Government;
studentswho arestudying at variousuniversities, degreecolleges,
colleges, ingtitutes and schooals,

©)
(4)
©)
(6)

Explanation:

(c)

(d)

12. (3a)

(b)

(©

(d)

()

University, degree-college, college, institute and school means ]
the universities, degree-colleges, colleges, institutes and
schools opened or recognized by the Government for study by
students. The said expression includes vocational schools, social
welfare schools and homes or universities or schools established
by the Tatmadaw.

Among the students studying at universities, degree-
colleges, colleges, institutes and schools, students who come
from other region and are studying there other than studentswho
areincludedinvotingroll of theareawheretherelevant university,
degree-college, college, institute and school is established, are
entitled to vote in accordance with the provisions of this Law.
personswho aretaking medical treatment asin-patient in hospital
and service personnel who are on duty;
personswho are at the worksite of other region, having left their
base camp, under the assignment of any Government department
or organization;

(9) detaineesin custody of police station or prisons,

In preparing the voting roll, temporary workers who come from
referendum area of permanent residence to other referendum area
individually or in group until the day of referendum is over, they
may be included in the voting roll of the referendum area where
they are now present. The relevant Township Sub-commission
shall be informed to cancel the list of the names of such persons
from the voting roll of thereferendum areawhere they originally
resided.

The following persons shall not be included in the voting roll:

(7)
(8)

(1) membersof religious orders;

(2) persons who have been adjudged to be of unsound mind as
provided for in therelevant law;

(8) personsserving prison terms, having been convicted under order
or sentence of a court for any offence;

(4) personswho areillegally abroad;

(5) foreigners.

The voting roll shall be prepared by the Ward or Village-tract Sub-

commissions according to their ward or village-tract.

TheWard or Village-tract Sub-commissions shall include the name of
every eligible voter who livesin their ward or village-tract under sub-
section (a) of section 11 in the voting roll.

In preparing voting roll under sub-section (@), the names of persons
mentioned in sub-section (b) of section 11 shall not be included in the
voting roll of Ward or Village-tract where they reside. If itisincluded
in that voting roll, the name of such person shall be removed from the
voting roll.

In preparing the voting roll for the personsincluded in sub-section (b)
of section 11, the following teams formed with suitable number of
members as directed by the Commission shall prepare it:

(1) forthepersonswho are abroad and eligibletovote and members
of their household living with them, head of therelevant embassy
and team or head of consulate and team;

for the members of army, navy, air force of Tatmadaw who are
out of referendum area on duty on the day of referendum
although they reside in military unit and members of their
household living together with them, relevant commanding
office and team;

for the students who are studying at various universities, degree-
colleges, colleges, institutes and schools, rector of the university
and team if it is the university; principal and team, if it is the
degree-collegeand college; principal andteam, if itistheinstitute
and school; head of such school and team, if it is the school for
social welfare; head of the school and team, if it isthe home, head
of the home;

for personstaking medical trestmentsasin-patientinhospital and
service personnel who areon duty, medical superintendent of the
hospital and team,;

for the personswho are at the work-site of other region, having
left their base camp, under the assignment of any Government
department or organization, head of such worksite and team;
for detainees in custody of police station, officer-in-charge of
relevant police station and team, for detainees in prison, warden
and team.

in preparing voting roll for members of army, navy and air force of
Tatmadaw who are eligible to vote under sub-section (a) of section 11
and membersof their household, Ward or Village-tract Sub-commission
shall carry out asfollows:

(2)

©)

(4)

(5)

(6)
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(from page 9)

including the names of members of army, navy and air force of

Tatmadaw who reside at the regiments, military units, military

commands based within their relevant Ward or Village-tract and

membersof their householdwiththehel p of relevant commanding
officer;

including the names of members of army, navy and air force of

Tatmadaw who are out of relevant military unit and the names of

members of their household living together with them, in the

voting roll of referendum area where they reside.

(@ TheWardor Village-tract Sub-commissionsshall carry outinspection,
declaration, amending and adding to the voting roll. However, in
respect of amending, adding to the voting roll, the approval of the
relevant Township Sub-commission shall be obtained.

(b) Theteams formed under sub-section (d) of Section 12 shall carry out

inspection, declaration, amending, adding and approving the voting

roll like the Ward or Village-tract Sub-commissions. If dispute arises
relating to voting-roll, approval shall be obtained, for the team formed
under clauses (1) and (2) of sub-section (d) of section 12, from the

Commission, and for other teams, from their relevant Township Sub

commission. The decision of the Commission and Township Sub-

commission shall be final and conclusive.
Chapter VI
Voting

Every person who isincluded in the voting roll for the referendum

is entitled to vote.

(b) The person who is entitled to vote shall cast vote only at the polling
booth of the referendum areain which his name isincluded.

15. Stipulated ballot box shall be placed at a conspicuous place for public to

enablevotersto cast vote conveniently at every polling booth where referendum

isto be held.

16. A personwhoisentitled to vote shall havetheright to vote only once at the

referendum.

17. A person eligible to vote shall obtain the ballot paper from Polling Booth

Officer or person assigned by Polling Booth Officer, express hiswish secretly at

the stipulated place in the polling booth and put it into the ballot  box.

18. The personseligibleto vote who are abroad, and personswho areto travel

out of the referendum area where they reside on the day referendum is held are

entitled to vote with advance ballot paper in accordance with the stipulations.

19. Themanner of votingfor the personsmentioned in sub-section (b) of section

11 shall be as stipulated in the Rules made under this Law.

Chapter VII
Postponing and Dissolving of Voting

(@ The relevant Township Sub-commission may postpone once to a

suitable date for enabling voting at all polling booths or some polling

boothsor apolling booth withinthe stipul ated period under sub-section

(d) of section 6, if free and fair referendum may not be held stably due

to natural disaster or situation affecting the security or any other

disaster. In addition, polling booths may beimmediately transferred to
aplaceit deems appropriate. Such postponement and transfer shall be
submitted to District Sub-commission and the copy shall be submitted
to the Commission and relevant State or Divisional Sub-commissions.

If the personseligibleto vote are unableto vote at any polling booth on

stipulated day to vote due to any reasons contained in sub-section (a),

the Polling Booth Team shall declare postponement of voting. If itis

postponed whilebeing voted, Polling Booth Team shall closetheballot
box inthe presence of 5 personseligibleto vote and such processof the
event shall be submitted immediately to respective the Ward or

Village-tract Sub-commission. Such Sub-commission shall report to

Township Sub-commission with its recommendation.

TheWardor Village-tract Sub-commission shall determineand declare

aday withinthestipulated period under sub-section (d) of section 6 and

venue for casting vote by remaining persons eligible to vote at the
polling booth declared for postponement.

New ballot box shall be used for voting on the day postponed.

If situation arisesto dissolve voting for referendum dueto any reasons

contained in section 20, the Ward or Village-tract Sub-commission

may dissolve some polling booths or al polling booths within its
referendumarea. If such situationarises, theWardor Village-tract Sub-
commission shall submit its performance immediately to the relevant

Township Sub-commission.

The Township Sub-commission shall report the submission of Ward or

Village-tract Sub-commission under sub-section (@), to District Sub-

commission with its recommendation immediately and send the copy

@

)

13.

14. (@

20.

(b)

(©

(d)

21. (8

(b)

to Commission and relevant State or Divisional Sub-commissions.

If situation arisesto dissolve voting of referendum due to any reasons
contained in section 20, the Township Sub-commission may dissolve
areferendum areaor up to the half of all stipulated referendum areasin
its Township. If situation arisesto dissolve over half of al referendum
areas, the Township Sub-commission shall report to the relevant
District Sub-commission and State or Divisional Sub-commission
immediately with its recommendation.

The State or Divisional Sub-commission shall give decision on the
submission of Township Sub-commission under sub-section (c). Such
decision shall be final and conclusive. The State or Divisionl Sub-
commission shall report such decisionfor dissolutiontotheCommission
and send the copy to relevant District Sub-commissionsand Township
Sub-commissions.

(©

(d)

Chapter VIII
Counting of Votes

22. (&) The polling booth team, immediately after closing the polling booth,
shall:

(1) inspecttheballot boxesinthepresenceof not lessthanten persons
eligibleto vote, open such ballot boxesand count thevotes. In so
counting, votes-in-favour, votes-against and cancelled votesshal |
be differentiated and counted;

(2) continueto obtain the votesfrom remaining eligiblevotersinthe
postponed date under sub-section (c) of section 20. Only after
closing such polling booth, votesfrom such polling booth shall be
counted by adding thevotesfrom the ball ot boxesclosed securely
under sub-section (b) of section 20;

(3) countonlythevotesintheballot boxesclosed securely under sub-
section (b) of section 20, if voting isunableto be held al'so on the
postponed date under sub-section (c) of section 20;

(4) prepareseparately thelist of voterscontained invotingroll, votes
in favour, votes against, cancelled votes, ballot papers received
and remaining ball ot papersand sendto theWard or Village-tract
Sub Commission in conformity with clause (1).

(b) TheWard or Village-tract Sub-Commission shall collect the lists sent
under clause (4) of sub-section (a) according to polling booth, prepare
combined list, and advance ball ot papersreceived and send to relevant
Township Sub-commission with report.

(c) The Township Sub-commission shall send combined list to State or
Divisional Sub-commission with report of:

(1) thelistscollected and prepared according tothe Ward or Village-
tract sent by Ward or Village-tract Sub-commissions under sub-
section (b);

(2) the lists obtained after counting advance ballot papers sent by
teamsformed under clauses(2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) of sub-section
(d) of section 12 and advance ballot papers sent by Ward or
Village-tract Sub-commissions and lists contained in clause (1).
Such Copy shall be sent to the Commission and relevant District
Sub-commissions.

(d) The State or Divisional Sub-commission shall collect and send the
voting lists sent by the Township Sub-commissions under sub-section
(c) to the Commission.

(e) The Commission shall count the advance ballot papers sent by teams

formed under clause (1) of sub-section (d) of section 12 after
differentiating votes in favour, votes against and cancelled votes.

Chapter X
Declaring Votes
23. The Commission shall, after holding the referendum, combine the lists of
advance ballot papers submitted by the State or Divisional Sub-commissions
under sub-section (d) of section 22 and lists of advance ballot papers counted by
the Commission under sub-section (€) of section 22, declarethenumber of eligible
voters, number of votersin favour and the comparison of them in percentage.

Chapter X
Prohibition and Penalty
In respect of the referendum, no one shall do any of the following:
(a) voting more than once;
(b) possessing the fake ballot paper or fake advance ballot paper;
(c) destroying the ballot paper or advance ballot paper;
(d) taking away the ballot paper outside the polling booth;
(e) opening the ballot box without authority, destroying or affecting it in
any other manner;

24.

(See page 11)

28-2-08 NL 10

7/29/18, 10:46 PM




THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 28 February, 2008 11

4 N
(from page 10) Council after declaring the situation of the vote obtained under section 23.

expend;

)

(b) The Sub-commissions shall:

systematically;

after holding the referendum.

organizations.

cal culating theestimated expenditurefor hol ding referendum and

alocate, as appropriate, out of the fund requested and obtained
under clause (1) to the Sub-commissions.

(1) expendthefund allocated by the Commission under sub-section
(@) as directed by the Commission and keep the accounts

(2) send their balance statements of accounts to the Commission

27. The Commission may co-ordinate and obtain necessary staff and material
assistance for the Commission and Sub-commissions from the ministries and

Chapter X1l
Miscellaneous
\28. TheCommissionshall submitthereporttothe State Peaceand Devel opment

be necessary without.

(f) destroying the polling booth; 29. (a) If the office of the member of the Commission becomes vacant for
(9) makingor destroyingintentionally thelists, noticesor other documents any reason, the State Peace and Devel opment Council may substitute
issued by the Commission and Sub-commission so as to be unable to and appoint a member for such office;
be read; (b) If the office of the member of any Sub-commission becomes vacant
(h) lecturing, distributing papers, using postersor disturbing thevotingin for any reason, thefollowing Commission or Sub-commissions may
any other manner in the polling booth or on the premises of polling substitute and appoint:
booth or at the public or private place to destroy the referendum. (1) if it is the post of the member of State or Divisional Sub-
25. Whoever violates any prohibition contained in section 24, attempts to commissions, the Commission;
violates as such, commit any criminal act by conspiring to violate or abet in (2) if it is the post of the member of District Sub-commission,
violation, shall, on conviction, be punished with imprisonment not exceeding 3 relevant State or Divisional Sub-commission:
years or with afine not exceeding one hundred thousand kyats or, with both. (3) ifitisthepost of themember of the Township Sub-commission,
Chapter XI relevant State or Divisional Sub-commission;
Obtaining Financial and Staff Assistance (4) if it is the post of the member of Ward or Village-tract Sub-
26. (a) The Commission shall: commission, relevant Township Sub-commission.
(1) submitand request the State Peace:and Devel opment Council by (c) Theperformanceof the Commission or Sub-commissionshall not be

invalidated due to vacancy of the post of the member of the
Commission and Sub-commission.

30. For the purpose of implementing the provisions of this Law, the State
Peace and Development Council may make such Rules as may be necessary.

31. TheCommission may without contravening to the provisionsof thisLaw
or Rules made hereunder issue such notifications, orders and directives as may

./ (Than Shwe)
Senior General
Chairman

The State Peace and Development Council
y

‘Myanmar pursuing goal of

democracy with...

(frompage 7)
NL D representativesincluding U Aung Shweattended
theNational Conventionthat waslaunched on9January
1993. NLD representatives led by U Aung Shwe and
representatives of Shan NLD led by U Khun Tun Oo
attended the National Convention till it laid down
Chapter (1) “ State Fundamental Principles’, Chapter
(2) “The detailed basic principles for The State
Structure”, Chapter (3) “ The detailed basic principles
for TheHead of State”, Chapter (4) “ Thedetailedbasic
principles for Formation of Legidature”, Chapter (5)
“The detailed basic principles for Formation of
Executive’, and Chapter (6) “The detailed basic
principles for Formation of Judiciary”.

In July 1995, restrictions placed on Daw Suu Kyi
werelifted. Sincethen, the86 NL D representatives|eft
the Nationa Convention under the ordersof Daw Suu
Kyi. Then, NLD resorted to various means to disrupt
the progress of the National Convention.

Hearing the announcement that the National
Convention would resume on 17 May 2004, NLD
informed that it would attend the convention. In
response, an invitation letter was delivered to NLD.
Theparty saidthat it wasrequired to hold ameeting of
the NLD executive committee with Daw Suu Kyi and
U Tin Oo to decide whether or not it would attend the
convention again. Following the news aired by VOA
and BBC, NLD coerced the government to lay down
State fundamental principles that the NLD
representatives had agreed to. State fundamental
principleswerelaid down by theNational Convention,
not by thegovernment. So, any of the Statefundamental
principles could not be omitted, rejected, or amended.
If NL D had been clever enoughtoachieveitsintention,
itwould haveattendedtheconventionagainandwould
have submitted itswishesto it.

On the evening of 14 May 2004, VOA and BBC
| broadcast anewsstory that NL D would not attend the

National Convention again, and it was news to me. |
wonderedif NLD did not know how to practisepolitics,
or it had no power to do on its own. It turned its back
to the National Convention for the second time. Had
not it left the convention and continued to attend it in
1995, Hluttaw would have gone through its term two
times by now.

| wonder whether it was NLD’ sown decision that
it would not attend the National Convention in May
2004. Then, expatriatesand somewesternradiostations
such as BBC, VOA and RFA claimed that the
convention would not be meaningful unless NLD
attended it. NLD changed its mind so easily.

From 2004 to 2007, those who were anxious to
disrupt the progress of the National Convention used
media and explosives, and agitated the people, and
then tried to use the UN. Whatever it may be, the entire
national people are determined to continue the State's
seven-stepRoad M ap. Thepeopleexpressedtheir support
for the National Convention by holding mass ralies
throughout the nation.

An accusation said that the tasks for emergence of a
new constitution were not transparent. They will never
redizethetasks solong asthey areturning ablind eyeto
them. Now, the entire Myanmar people are accustomed
to such accusations.

Another comment saidthat theM yanmar government
saiditwasworkingfor trangtion to democracy, but there
was no time frame. The National Convention was
completed on 3 September 2007, and beforelonga54-
member commissionfor draftingtheStatecongtitution
was formed. The 54 membersincluded legal experts
from statesand divisions, professor sof variousfields,
andthosewhoar ewd|-ver sedinthepoalitical,economic
and administrative affairs. On 3 December 2007, the
commission launched the drafting of the State
congtitution based on the principles the National
Convention had adopted. On 19 February 2008, the
commission plenary session adopted thedraft and all
the commission members signed the draft on 20
February.

On 9 February 2008, the State Peace and
Development Council released Announcement No 1/
2008 and said that thedr aft will beappr oved through
areferendum in May 2008. The announcement was
aired on TV and radioand stated in thenewspapers,
and journalsand it wasposted on thenternet.

On 9 February 2008, the SPDC issued
Announcement No 2/2008 and said that it will hold the
multi-party democracy genera e ectionsin accordance
withthenew State Congtitutionin 2010. The process of
building a discipline-flourishing democratic nation is
transparent with a time frame. | would like to put a
question. When will the US and Europe (NATO)
withdraw their troopsfrom Iragand Afghanistan? They
are urged to present atime frame to the international
community for transparency.

The US President Bush is showing total disregard
for the demand of the US citizens and US Congressto
present a time frame of pulling back the US troops.
Then, why did hedemand atimeframeinthe Myanmar
affairs? | have heard that heinvited the UN Secretary-
Generd and put pressure on him to dea with the
Myanmar issue. AsaNews Channel news said that the
US government said that Myanmar would have to re-
draw the congtitution. Inthisregard, | haveto remindit
that Myanmar people solely have theright to draw and
practise the constitution of the nation.

Representativesof variousnational racesand
the people participated in the process of holding
the National Convention and drawing the State
Constitution,and theentirepeoplewill participate
in theholding of referendum, appr oving thedr aft
and implementing the democratic transition
processes. So, public participation will make
historyof the nation. | have no spare time to pay
attentiontothewordsof those negativeattitudeinthe
Myanmar’s internal affairs. Myanmar people will
continue to serve the interests of the nation with the
strength of the national forces.

Trandation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 27-2-2008
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ADUERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV MILLENNIUM VOY NO (01/08)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MILLEN-
NIUM VOY NO (01/08) are hereby notified that the
vessdl has arrived on 27.2.2008 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of S.P.W(3) whereit will
lieat theconsignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SK.M INTERTRANSCO, LTD
Phone No: 256916/256919/256921

Senior Chinese leader

meets Cambodian official

Beling, 27 Feb—HeGuodiang, asenior |eader of the
Communist Party of China(CPC), met hereon Monday
with Keo Puth Rasmey, chairman of Cambodia's
FUNCINPEC Party and Deputy Prime Minister.

He, a member of the Standing Committee of the
Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and
secretary of the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI), said that relations between China
and Cambodia had maintained smooth devel opment,
with fruitful cooperation in various fields.

Hesaidthat Chinatreasuredthetraditional friendship
with Cambodia and would aways be Cambodia's
good neighbour, friend and partner. — MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK
CAUTION NOTICE
Berli Jucker FoodsLimited, a
company organized under the
laws of THAILAND and
having its principal office at
99 Sukhumvit42 ( Soi Rubia),
Sukhumvit Road, Prakanong,
Klongtoey, Bangkok, Thai-
land is the owner and sole
proprietor of the following

Trademark:-

t\i.\._r :'!

Conss :

D=2

Reg. No. 4/6735/2007
Used in respect of:-
“Beers, mineral and aerated
waters and other non-alco-
holic drinks, fruit drinks and
fruit juices, syrups and other
preparationsfor making bev-
erages, al included in Inter-
national Class 32"
Any unauthorized use,
imitation,infringements or
fraudulent intentions  of the
abovemark will bedealt with
according to law.
Tin Ohnmar Tun
B.A (LAW) LL.B,LL.M (UK)
P.0.Box 109, Ph: 723043
(For. Domnern Somgiat &
Boonma, Attorneys at Law,
Thailand.)
Dated: 28 February, 2008

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION

MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

2007-2008

1. Sealed Tender is invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the
following Stores which will be purchased in US Dollar, Euro;

SrNo Tender No Description Quantity
1. 12(T)34/MR(ML) Wheel, Axle, Roller I Lot

Bearing

Closing Date/Time - 28.3.2008 (Friday) (12:00) hours
7. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General
Manager (Supply), Myanma Railways, Corner of 51* Street and Merchant Street,
Botahtaung, Yangon starting from 28.2.2008 during the office hours.
3. For further details please call: 291982, 291985 (201555 Ext 601,605)
Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botahtaung, Yangon

S Chinaborder police seize
238 kilos of drugs

GuaneGzHou, 27 Feb—
Border police in south
China’'s Guangdong Pro-
vince said Monday that
their largest caselast year
involvedthese zureof 238
kilos of drugs and the
arrest of five suspected
drug traffickers.

The drugs included
ketamine, cocaine, heroin,
ice, marijuana, metham-
phetamine and ecstasy.
It is the biggest case

uncovered by China's
border police in 2007.
The border police
caught two suspected drug
traffickers named “A
Biao” and“A Wen” when
they weretrading in acar
at 2 pm on 2 November
and captured two bars of
heroinwhichweighed 1.6
kilos.
In A Biao's house, the
police found 213 kilos
ketamine, 4 kiloscocaine,

9 kilos Magu, 8 kilos
ecstasy, 2kilosmarijuana,
340 grammes of heroin,
150 grammes of ice and
an artificia gun.

The police then found
5.7kilosMagu, ametham-
phetamine similar to ice,
inasafeinthe house of A
Wen, a foreign suspect.
The police did not dis-
close which country he
was from.

MNA/Xinhua

Various UN agencies provides
grantsto Nepal

KATHMANDU, 27 Feb—
The United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNI-
CEF) has agreed to
provideagrant assistance
of 68,214, 000 USdollars
totheNepali Government,
the national news agency
RSSquoted aPressrelease
issued by the Ministry of
Finance in Nepali capital
Kathmandu on Monday.

A Country Programme
ActionPlan(CPAP) tothis
effect was signed between
the Nepali Government
and the UNICEF in Kath-
mandu on Monday. Under
the CPAP, UNICEF will
provide 20,214,000 US
dollars from its Regular
Resourceswhile48million
USdoallarswill beprovided
through Other Resources.

The duration of CPAP
is to last for three years
between 2008 and 2010.
The overal goa of the
Country Programmeisthe
realization of therightsof
al children and women
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through support to the
interlinked objectives of
peace, reconciliation, and
achievement of the
Millennium Devel opment
Gods (MGDs).

Joint Secretary at the
Ministry of Finance
Krishna Gyawali and
Gillian Mellosop, Repre-
sentative of UNICEF

signedtheCPAPonbehalf
of theNepali Government
and UNICEFrespectively.
Likewise, the United
Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) has agreed to
provideagrant assistance
of 28 million US dollars
to the Nepali
Government.
MNA/Xinhua

Iran says new |AEA report Is
90% in itsfavour

TEHERAN, 27 Feb— A
senior Iranian nuclear
official hassaidthat arecent
report by International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director Generd
Mohamed ElBaradei on
Iran’s nuclear programme
is 90 per cent in favour of
Iran, theofficia IRNAnews
agency reported on
Monday.

“The agency head tried

report despite existing
pressures,” Gholamreza
Aghazadeh, head of Iran’s
Atomic Energy Organi-
zationwasquotedassaying
Sunday evening.

He added that the
remaining 10 per cent of
the report was still related
to some allegations raised
against Iran.

“The agency has an-
nounced that on six out-
standing cases the IAEA

UAE Airline announcesfirst

order for Boeing air cr aft

Asu DHaBl, 27 Feb—RAK Airways of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) announced on Monday itsfirst
order of four new generation Boeing 737-800 NG
aircraft, Emirates News Agency reported.

The deal, which also includes purchase rights for
two additional airplanes, isworth 1.65 billion dirhams
(450 million US dallars), the report said.

It makes RAK Airwaysthefirst in the UAE to buy
Boeing 737-800 NG aircraft, ashort-to-medium-range

airplane.

to provide a moderate

RAK Airwayslaunched itsinaugural flight fromits | * =

I}“ '<

findingswereinconformity
with Iran explanations and
it indicatesthe accuracy of
Iran’s reports and the
closure of those cases,” he
said. Hereferred to the six
casesastheplutoniumtedts,
issues of Iran P1 and P2
centrifuges, the metal
uranium documents, con-
tamination in a technica
university in Tehran, the
Polonium 210 and Gachin
mine— MNA/Xinhua

Thewall
of a
damaged
houseis
seenin
Kibera
slum
Nairobi as
the
government
urges
Kenyans
torgect
opposition
callsfor

hub city Ras Al Khaimah in the country’snorthtothe | I'+;

Bangladeshi capital Dhakain November 2007 with a
leased plane. It currently provides services to Dhaka
and Sri Lankan capital Colombo.

MNA/Xinhua

nationwide
protests.
INTERNET
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China gene experts search
for answerson diabetes

SHENZHEN, (China), 25
Feb — Chinese scientists
aretryingtofindoutwhich
errant genes are res-
ponsible for diabetes and
certain forms of cancer
that have long plagued
Chinese popul-ations, a
geneticist said.

Risingaffluence, richer
diets and a sedentary
lifestyle have led to an
alarming rise in cases of
diabetesin Chinainrecent
decades, while cancers of
the oesophagus, lungs,

breast, scomach and colon
have plagued Chinese
people for amuch longer
time. The partly state-
funded Beijing Genomics
Institute (BGI), which
completed the mapping
out of the first Chinese
humangenomein2007,is
trying to figure out which
genesmay beresponsible
forthesechronicandeven
terminal illnesses.

“We are doing disease
gene mapping, to find
causal (gene) variantsfor

certaindiseasesinChinese
populations,” said Gao
Yang, vice general
manager of BGI’'s
Shenzhen branch, which
was mainly responsible
for the sequencing of the
first Chinese genome.

“Wearemostinterested
in diabetes and five types
of cancer.”

BGI is collaborating
with Chinese hospitalson
the cancer project and
foreign institutions on
diabetes— MNA/Reuters
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Elementary School in Guiyang, capital of southwest China’'s Guizhou
Province, on 25 Feb, 2008. More than 600,000 students of over 1200 primary
and middle schoolsin Guiyang inaugurated new term on schedule on
Monday after the area was hit by serious snow and sleet weather —INTERNET

Woman suspected of having bird
flu diesin Guangdong

GuANGzHoU, 26 Feb —
A 44-year-old woman
who was suspected of
having bird flu died on
Monday in the southern
province of Guangdong,
the provincial health

department confirmed.
Diagnosed asunknown-
type pneumonia, the wo-
man died at 9:25 am after
all rescue measures
proved ineffectual, ac-
cording to the health de-

Chile consider sbids from
five countriesto build
satellite

SANTIAGO, 26 Feb —
The Chilean Government
is considering bids from
seven companies in five
nationsto build amilitary
satelliteto enhanceitsair
force strength, the
Defence Ministry said
Sunday.

The nations involved
inthebidding processare
France, Canada, India,
Russia and South Korea.
Companiesfrom Ukraine
and the United States
withdrew at the last
minute.

The military satellite
must haveafive-yearlife,

research of the country’s
natural resources, oceans,
rivers, forests and snowy
regions.

Chilean President
Michelle Bachelet had
cancelled abid set up by
the previous government
and ordered a new one
amid criticism of thefirst
process.

Thefirstbid, conducted
in 2005, gavethe contract
to French defence
company EADS's Earth
Observation Satellite
System but the Chilean
Government refused to
buy it in July 2006.

MNA/Xinhua

partment.

The migrant worker,
surnamed Zhang, was
found to have had contact
with poultry which had
diedof theillness. Shehad
developed symptoms of
feverandacoughsince16
February, the department
said.

The woman, from
southwest China s Sichu-
an Province, was hos-
pitalized last Friday in
Haifeng County in
Shanwei City.

Her specimens tested
positive for the bird flu
virus strain H5N1, the
department said.

MNA/Xinhua

and could be put tousein
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4 Sri Lanka’s sacred h

Sri Maha Bodi tree
in Anuradhapura
with its golden fence
protecting it from
people getting to
touching distance.
Thetreeisnow
under threat from
monkeys.
INTERNET

Testsof new “AlIDS’ gel show
promise for women

WASHINGTON, 26 Feb
— A gel that usesapopular
HIV drug to protect
women from the AIDS
virusissafeand acceptable
to women, although it is
too early to know if
it actually prevents in-
fection, researchers
reported on Monday.

The gel uses the drug
tenofovir, sold under the
name Viread by Gilead
Sciences Inc.

Thestudy, released at a
meeting of AIDS
researchers in India, is a
welcome piece of good
news for the struggling
field of microbicides. It
involved 200 sexually
active HIV-negative
women in the United
States and India.

“The gel issafeto use,
andwell toleratedby HIV -

negative women. That's
a key message in our
findings,” said Dr. Craig
Hoedey of the Univer-
sity of Alabama at
Birmingham. “This sets
thestagefor larger studies
to see if tenofovir can
prevent HIV infection.”

Microbicides are
products, such as gels or
creams, that can be
applied vaginally or
anally to prevent trans-
mission of the human
immunodeficiency virus
that causes AIDS.

Just last week a study
showed one candidate,
called Carraguard, did not
protect women from
infection.

Two other potential
microbicides have made
women more likely to
become infected — a

spermicide called
nonoxynol-9 and a
product called Ushercell,
madeby Toronto, Canada-
based Polydex Phar-
maceuticals.

The tenofovir product
appearstobesafe, saidthe
research team, funded by
the Nationa Institutes of
Health, found. Itisthefirst
potential microbicide to
usealicensed AIDSdrug.

Itwasaphasell clinical
trial designed to show
safety, not that it was
effective.

“Itisacritical timefor
all of us engaged in HIV
prevention, and | truly
believe we are turning a
corner,” said Sharon
Hillier of the University
of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine, who led the
study. — MNA/Reuters

Red pepper found with “ Baby”
Inside in Zhengzhou

University believes that
two red pepper ovaries
joined each other during

Belang, 25 Feb
Recently a consumer
surnamed Xing told
Henan BusinessDailythat
a big red pepper she had
purchased was found to
be carrying a baby red
pepper inside.

Consumer Xing, whois
an obstetrician in
Zhengzhou, the capital
city of Henan Province,
suspected that the red
pepper became pregnant
asaresult of effectsfrom
hormones.

Professor Zhao Huijie
with Henan Agricultura

7/29/18, 10:46 PM

their growth, causing one
to envelop the other.
Internet

A red big pepper isfound to contain a baby
pepper in this photo taken on 25 Feb, 2008.
INTERNET
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Stuttgart dumped out of

German Cup by Jena

BerLIN, 27 Feb— BundesligachampionsV{B Stutt-
gart were knocked out of the German Cup by Second
DivisionstrugglersCarl ZeissJenaon Tuesday, losing
their quarterfinal on penalties after extra time ended
at 2-2.

In Tuesday'sother quarterfinal, BorussiaDortmund
eased past Second Division 1899 Hoffenheim 3-1.

Stuttgart looked to be heading for victory at 2-1 up
in the second period of extratime but Robert Mueller
took advantageof amistakeby goal keeper SvenUlreich
in the first minute of injury time and stroked the ball
into the empty net.

Antonio daSilvamissed the decisive penalty, firing
Stuttgart's fourth over the bar, and Torsten Ziegner
then stepped up to make it 5-4 to the eastern German
club and book their place in the semifinals.

Striker Tobias Werner had given Jena a surprise
lead in the 32nd minute, latching on to a long cross
from the right and nodding past Ulreich.

Faced with someresolutedefending, theBundesliga
champions had to wait until the 81st minute before
Mario Gomez levelled.

Thetall striker then netted again with aheader inthe
fourth minute of extra time before Jends last-gasp
equalizer and the penalty drama.

In Dortmund, Giovanni Federico put the home side
ahead after 20 minutes. The Italian midfielder struck
from 20 metres after good work from Tinga and the
Brazilian extended Dortmund's lead three minutes
later, nodding in from close range. — MNA/Reuters

Paris St Germain make

French League Cup final

PaRris, 27 Feb — Paris St Germain put their Ligue 1
worries aside to beat Auxerre 3-2 and advance to the
French League Cup final on Tuesday.

PSG, fifth from bottom in the league standings,
showed more initiative than their visitors before the
break and were 2-0 up at halftime courtesy of headed
goals by Colombiadefender Mario Y epes and former
Portugal striker Pauleta.

A blunder from Parisgoal keeper Mickael Landreau,
who slappedtheball under thebar andinto hisown net,
restored Auxerre's hopes in the 74th minute.

The home side reacted swiftly, however, defender
Bernard Mendy racing into the box to put them further
ahead five minutes later. Auxerre kept fighting and
reducedthearrearsinadded timewithanacrobaticvolley
from substituteforward Julien Quercia. — MNA/Reuters

LuisNunez (L) of Chile's Universidad Catolica
fightsfor the ball with Bruno Bianchi of Peru’s
San Martin during their Copa Libertadores soccer
match at the Monumental stadiumin Lima
on 26 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Japan’s Yoshida Kaii returns a shot against
Russia’'s Mazunov Dmitry during the World Team
Table Tennis Championship in Guangzhou,

China. Japan beat Russia 3-0.—INTERNET

David Nalbandian, of Argentina,
returns the ball to Boris Pashanski
from Serbia during a Mexico Tennis
Open gamein Acapul co, Mexico, on 26
Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

AMSTERDAM, 27 Feb — Brazil -
ian Everton scored a hat-trick to
earntop-flight HeraclesAlmeloa
comfortable5-1victory at Second
DivisonsideHaarleminaDutch
Cup quarterfinal on Tuesday.

Giorgio Berkleef opened the
scoringfor Haarlemafter fivemin-
utes, but Heracles replied with
four first-haf goals to settle the
match andreachthesemifinalsfor
the first time.

Everton hat-trick puts Heracles

into Dutch Cup semis

Roda JC Kerkrade also reached
thefinal four followinga3-1winat
Second Division side Dordrecht.

Roland Lamah scored off acor-
ner kick after 28 minutes to put
Rodaahead, whileMarcel de Jong
doubled the lead six minutes into
the second half. 1bad Muhamadu
pulled one back on the hour but
eight minutes before time Anouar
Hadouir sedledthewinfor the1997
and 2000winners.— MNA/Reuters

Chakvetadze survivestough

opener in Dubai

Dusal, 27 Feb— Russian AnnaChakvetadzeheld of f
astrong challengefrom Poland'sAgnieszkaRadwanska
to reach the second round of the Dubai Championships
with a6-2, 2-6, 6-4 victory on Tuesday.

Thefiddin Dubal isso strong that world number 19
Radwanska, a quarter-finalist at the Australian Open,
needed to qualify. "She'satough opponent to play and
| didn'thavemany winsoutdoorsthisyear," Chakvetadze
told reporters.

"But | was aggressive and | served pretty well and |
was fighting to the end, and that's why | won. We both
played well and it wasagood match towin becauseyou
get more confidence.”

SeventhseedMarionBartoli andformer world number
three Nadia Petrova continued their run of poor formas
they both fell at the first hurdle.

Frenchwoman Bartoli, the 2007 Wimbledon runner-
up, haswon just three of eight matchesthisyear andwas
beaten 6-1, 6-7, 6-1 by Francesca Schiavone of Italy.

Petrova's 6-4, 6-4 humbling by Slovenias Katarina
Srebotnik signalled her fifth first-round defeat in six
tournamentsthisyear. Srebotnik will next facetop seed
Justine Henin.

"I think the simple answer isthat | just feel burned
out," said Petrova. "It already started last year, after | got
my injuriesafter theUSOpen. | could hideit, | could till
force myself and make myself focus and try to play my
gameand try towin. But thisyear it seemslike nothing
isworking."— MNA/Reuters

Maccabi Tel Aviv
stunned by minnows
in State Cup

JERusALEM, 27 Feb — Isragli Third
DivisionsideBeitar-Shimshon Tel Aviv
knocked out giant city rivals Maccabi
Tel Aviv with aninjury-timewinner in
the State Cup on Tuesday.

Maccabi's defeat was the only major
surprise of the ninth round (last 32), the
first stageinwhich premier leagueclubs
compete in the tournament. The cup
winners earn a UEFA Cup berth.

Beitar-Shimshon substitute Adam
Mizrahi scored the only goa of the
match in the 120th minute, a minute
after coming on as a substitute.

Maccabi, Israel's biggest club, have
won the trophy arecord 22 times, way
ahead of city rivals Hapoel with 12.

MNA/Reuters
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Second seed Golovin stunned in Memphis C’ships

a4

;.

#

——

Al-Rayyan’s Thiago Ribeiro Cardoso
(L) from Brazl fightsfor the ball
with Al-Sadd’ s Khalifa Ayil
from Oman during their Qatar
Championship soccer match in Doha
on 26 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

New York, 27 Feb — American
Bethanie Mattek stunned second seed
Tatiana Golovin 6-4, 6-4 in the first
round of the Memphis Championships
on Tuesday.

The22-year-old Mattek, ranked 148th
in the world, successfully landed 71
percent of her first serves to defeat the
Frenchwoman.

World number 13 Golovin produced
five double faultsin the match and won

just 49 per cent of her serves. She had
beaten Mattek in straight setsin 2003 in
their only other meeting.

"I was seeing the ball really well,"
Mattek told reporters. "My goal for this
matchwasto seetheball early, whereshe
was hitting it. — MNA/Reuters

(Utah JazZ s Carlos Boozer (5) beats
Minnesota Timberwolves Al
Jefferson, left, toareboundin thefirst
quarter of an NBA basketball game
on 26 Feb, 2008, in Minneapolis.
Boozer ledthe Jazzwith 34 pointsand
eightreboundswhileJefferson scored
22 pointsfor theTimberwolvesintheir
S 111-100 win.—INTERNET
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ThreeAgan airportstop world for service

GENEVA, 27 Feb — South Korea'sIncheon, Malaysia'sKuala Lumpur International and Singapor€e's
Changi aretheworld’ stop threeairportsfor passenger service, according toresultsof a survey released on
Monday by theindustry body ACI.

It wasthethird year in
a row that Asian airports
captured the first three
positions in the global
leaguetable. Passengersare
asked to assessfactorslike
cleanliness, comfort of
waiting areas and esse of
check-in.

In Europe the top spot
went to Porto in Portugal,
inNorthAmericatoDallas-
Fort Worth, in Africa to

Johannesburg, in Latin
America to Ecuador’s
Guayaquil, and in the
Middle East to Israel’s Tel
Aviv, ACl sad.

A tota of 90 arports
and 200,000 passengers—
took part in the survey
conductedduring2007, said
ACI, the Airports Council
International which groups
580 members operating
1,647 airports in 175

countries.

Incheon aso headed
thelist inthe 2006 survey,
followed by Hong Kong,
KualaL umpur and Changi
on level pegging, and
Dallas-Fort Worth. Fourth
andfifthinthelatest survey
were Hong Kong and

Japan’ sNagoya, according
to ACI.
Guayaquil, which

serves Ecuador’'s Pacific

Massve power outage hitsmillionsin Florida

Miami, 27 Feb — A
massive power outage
struck parts of Florida on
Tuesday, knocking out
electricity to millions of
people, snarling traffic at
intersections and trapping
residentsin elevators.

The outage was
controlledquiteswiftly and
power came back to most
areas of the “Sunshine
State’ withinsaverd hours.

Some sort of “dis-
turbance” in the power grid
forced the Turkey Point
nuclear plantinsouthHorida
to go into an emergency
shutdown, said a spokes-
woman for FPL Group Inc,
themainenergy providerin
thearea

Other power companies
were dso affected as the
outage spread sporadicaly
but extensively up the

Florida Peninsula as far
north as Tampaon the Gulf
of Mexico. Officidscaled
it a domino chain of
blackouts.

A spokesman for
Progress Energy’s Florida
utility said its clientswere
affected in the central part
of thegtate. HightsatMiami
international airport were
only marginally affected.

MNA/Reuters

coast business capital and
was once a traveller's
nightmare, has recently
undergone a total
makeover. Currently, like
the European |eader Porto,
it processes under five
million passengers a year.
By contrast, Incheon
and Changi seebetween 25
million and 40 million
travellerspassthrough, and
Hong Kong and Dallas
Fort Worth handle more
than 40 million. Kuala
L umpur processesbetween
15millionand 20 million.
MNA/Reuters

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Summary of observations recorded at 9:30
hoursM ST: Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showershavebeenisol atedinKachinStateand Taninthayi
Divisonand weather have been partly cloudy in Mon
and Kayin States, Sagaing and Mandaay Divisionsand
generdlyfairintheremaining Statesand Divisions. Night
temperatureswere (3°C) to (4°C) below February aver-

US passenger plane makesemergency landing in Tokyo ||8:35am Music || agetempaaluresin Kayeh St Upper Sgaing, Yengon
Tokyo, 27 Feb — A passenger plane of the US Northwest Airlines made an hevler:gs averagyeetjemp(éryatulrvelsin Chi(n Stz)ﬂteand about Febrﬂ%
emergency landing at Naritalnternational Airport east of Tokyo Tuesday eveningafter ||8:40 am Perspectives average temperatures in the remaining areas. The sig-
smoke was detected in the cabin. 8.45amMusc nificant night temperatureswere Haka (2°C), Loilem
Noneof the403 passengersand crew washurt in theincident, according to airport If | don't tell (3°C), NamhsanandPinlaung (4°C) eechand Heho (5°C).
officials said. 8:50 am "National news| | Thenoteworthy amountsof rainfal | recordedwereMyeik
The plane made the emergency landing at about 8:00 pm 30 minutes after ittook | (9:00 am Music |(rc1)cck)19) inch, Putao (0.20) inch and Machanbaw (0.16)
ila — ' -Tell it t -
off for Manila — MNAXinhua et 0T Maximum temperature on 26-2-2008 was 100°F.
10 500 9:05 am International Minimum temperature on 27-2-2008 was 62°F. Rela-
et :00 pm news tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 27-2-2008
6. =sfffcy 8. Evening news 9:10am Music was 58%. Total sunshine hours on 26-2-2008 was
8:15 am 6:30 pm -Nothing but (9.2) hours approx.

7. Golgbelpprdondosordes. | o™\ erther report _ the truth Rainfall on 27-2-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
w803 635 1:30 pm NEWrS]/ Slogan | | Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Total rainfal since
8:30 am -3 pm 1:40pm Lunch time 1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
g:4gnger:]nat|onal news (15045Mpun§:cal programme rplustsi(I:I miss Elit;l Kaba-Aye aand eg()j.sgz \i(nch at E:KeggalAYa?gon.
4o al : aximum wind sp angon a-Aye) was
h Myanmar 2-_ Older; r?} Go 11, “8:8:3, G5 qo5” ﬁog?ﬁ,)r\],sam tol | (5) mph from Northeast at (11:30) hours MST on

) . g c: c; L‘= be Wlth yOU 26-2-2008 . .
e e O B oo el o || B e e e o
: e By yanmar ndaman Sea an ay and generaly fair else-

7:00 am 2. Song for uphold eoe00é:0005) -Natural wherein the Bay of Bengal.

1. G(Y{I:?:S]é@é:(‘fg%:mspcd)% National Splrlt (3’]§<75m—333°é§=(5‘1§)) beauties of Forecast valid until evenlng of 28-2-2008:
nepB §eeosade | 4:30 pm 6:55 pm ’(\:/Iﬁ/anma'lr"h Likehood of isolated rain or thundershowersin Kachin
oumgaoommymafiend | O momém;?a‘fc\-% 12. (Bo)aSefocSonSvomdas, 2 l{\jllugr\:\?e a State and Taninthayi Division, westher will be partly
s ey | BB gt St ot | o0y 1 Von nd Kain Stes Avejavay
Q509! aaogoeaagewo 20C94:00—000640 7:10 pm 9:10 pm ArtI_C e g - g . y g
ooa6ceBon B8caodl (eocaoaosao&:@) 13, 88 e o 9:20 pm Topics areas. Degree of certainty is (60%). . '

38ee02T seq (poeaop) - §&efgprenodeodiod potpourri State of the sea: Strong easterly wind with mod-
°‘3°°°<%°;’°7 A0 PED | 445 pm “ecofumngopdia:” -First mature | | eratetoroughseasarelikely at timesoff andalongMon-
034 88gparemtdne | 4 Joo0938000p030808 (2288 - o9) cloned human| | Taninthayi Coasts. Suface wind speed in strong wind
o§oSonepreod 5601307000990 8:00 pm embryoes may re_ech (35)to (40) mph. Seaswill bemoderate el se-

7:25 am SEapoosesion 14 News created wherein Myanmar waters.

2. To be healthy (8o5BSB5005) 15 International -Scientist says Outlook for subsequent two days: Likehood of
exercise 5:15 pm o Vr\'/;tr;] 1on ntews dAeTaangr stion | | continuation of isolated rain or thundershowers are in

7:30 am ' - . er repor ) the extreme Southern Myanmar aress.

3. Morning news g:zg lgﬁ]“ttle dancers 17. §8¢femen0500bicl 9:30pm %%?ged your Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring

7:40 am 6. S o s o . “305003038:” -1 see aboat on| | areafor 28-2-2008: Generally fair weather.

4. Nice and sweet song . 4?3%9‘*1”"1-‘1‘:?‘?“’ (0288-c) the river Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area

7:55 am _ 7. ooSosorses gadfGeoniaByss 18. The next day’s - -Love story for 28-2-2008: Partly cloudy. _ _

5. Dance of national )0802264.20 q 9:45pm News/Slogan Forecastfor Mandalay and neighbouring area
races BEg spqeoozqp: programme 10:00 pm PEL for 28-2-2008: Generally fair westher.
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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

*  Buildingof anew moder n developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

*  Development of agriculture asthe base and all-round develop-
ment of other sector sof the economy aswell

*  Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

*  Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside
the country and abroad

* Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy must bekeptinthe

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

hands of the State and the national peoples

N

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thiha Thura
T|n Aung Myint Oo meets Chinese delegatlon

)

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 Feb
— Secretary-1of theState
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thiha
ThuraTinAungMyint Oo
received Chinese delega-
tionled by Director-Gen-
eral Mr Kong Ling Long
of National Development
and Reform Commission
(NDRC) of People’'s Re-
public of Chinaat SPDC
Office here this noon.

Itwasalsoattended by
Minister for Electric Power
No1Col Zaw Min, Minis-
ter for Electric Power No 2
Maj-Gen Khin Maung
Myint, Director-General of
SPDC Office Col Kyaw

L

Kyaw Win and Chln@e

Ambassador to Myanmar
Mr Guan Mu. — MNA

Secretary—l Lt-Gen Thlha Thura T|n Aung Mylnt Oo receives Dlrector General Mr Kong Llng
Long of NDRC of the People’ s Republic of China. — mna
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Secretary-1 attends the signing of
Chipwi Nge Hydropower project contr act

)

NAv Pvi Taw, 27 Feb—Secretary-1 of the State | Office here this afternoon.
Peace and Devel opment Council Lt-Gen ThihaThura Also present on the ocassion were Minister for
Tin Aung Myint Oo attended the ceremony to sign | Electric Power No 1 Col Zaw Min, Minister for
Chipwi Nge hydropower project contract at the SPDC | Electric Power No 2 Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint,
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AND
CHINA POWER INVESF'IEHIT CORPORATION
CONSTRUTION POWER PI.!.OJECT( CHIPWI NGE )
lTHE DEVELOPMENT OF TI-IE HYDROPOWER PROJECTS
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Director-General U Aung Koe Shwe and Mdm Zhang Xiaolu of China Power | nvestment
Corporation sign contract for implementation of Chipwi Nge hydropower project in the pres-
ence of Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo. — MNA
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Deputy Minister for Electric Power No 1 U Myo
Myint, Director-General of SPDC Office Col Kyaw
Kyaw Win, departmental officias, the Chinese del-
egation led by Director-General Mr Kong Ling Long
of Nationa Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC) of the People' s Republic of Chinaand Chi-
nese Ambassador to Myanmar Mr Guan Mu.

Director-General of the Hydropower Department
under theMinistry of Electric Power No1U AungKoe
ShweandVice-President Mdm Zhang Xiaolu of China
Power Investment Corporation (CPl) signedtheagree-
ment and exchanged the documents.

The Secretary-1, ministers, the deputy minister
and departmental officials posed for a documentary
photo together with the Chinese guests—MNA

(" \
INSIDE

The entire national people are
deter minedtocontinuetheState' sseven-
step Road Map. The people expressed
ther supportfor theNational Convention
by holding mass rallies throughout the
nation.
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