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Lt-Gen Kyaw Win attends cash donation for construction of school
building, inspects progress of Shweli Hydropower PrOj ect

Nay Pyi Taw, 26 Feb
— Member of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win of the Ministry of
Defence, Chairman of
Shan State (North) Peace
and Development Coun-
cil North-East Command
Commander Maj-Gen
Aung Than Htut and offi-
cials attended the golden
jubilee ceremony of Ba
sic Education Middle
School in conjunction
with the donation cer-

emony for constructionof | - TR Rerlauioy LA
>(/See page 10) ‘ Lt Gen Kyaw W|n mspects Shweli Hydropower PI’OjeCt in Shan State (North). — MNA

Lt-Gen Myint Swe attends ceremony for
Accreditation of NHL as National | nfluenza Centre

Roadin Dagon Township, here, thismorning, attended
by Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the Ministry of Defence.
First, Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint

made an opening speech. He said:
It is indeed a pleasure for me to deliver the

InfluenzaCentrewasheld at the NHL on Mawguntaik opening remarks on this auspicious ceremony for
Accreditation of the National Health Laborary as a

p (‘_ 3 . f ¢ b National Influenza Centre.
LR oW TR V- 'q - Firstand foremost, | wouldliketothank all our
2 & d 4 . _ ' vf . partners present here today, especially WHO for its
. y : close collaboration with the Ministry of Health with
technical support which is evidenced by successful
(See page 10)

” A\
INSIDE

The National Convention was
held for emergence of a constitution.
Theconstitution prescribeswhom and
whichwaystosharethethreesovereign
power s, and it guar anteesfundamental
rights of the citizens. So, the State
constitution isthebasiclaw of thelaws
of a country.

Lt-Gen Myint S/veof Mlnlstry of Defence vigts National Influenza Centrein Dagon Township.—mna \PAGES 8& 9 Maunc Ka LU,

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

Y ANGON, 26 Feb — A ceremony for Accredi-
tation of the National Health Laboratory as National
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Maubin-Kyaiklat-Pyapon new
tarred road for better transport
In Ayeyawady Division

Better transport playsapivotal rolein
bringing about regional development. The
gover nment hasbuilt alargenumber of new
roadsand bridgesthelength and breadth of
the nation. This has contributed a lot to
regional development and improvement of
the socio-economic life of local people.

The 40 miles long Maubin-Kyaiklat-
Pyapon new tarred road in Ayeyawady
Division was opened on 25 February. The
road wasupgraded fromearthroadtogravel
one and then to tarred facility beginning
1996-1997.

In the past, people from Pyapon,
Maubin and Kyaiklat had to rely solely on
waterways. They had to take along time to
travel from one place to another. Now,
making better use of thetarred road, access
to those regions is possible in a short time.
Moreover, the new tarred road has greatly
contributed to ensuring smooth and swift
commodity flow in Ayeyawady Division.

The emergence of thenew tarred road
has also brought about the development of
economic, education, health,agricultural and
livestock breeding sectors of local peoplein
Minba, Thalangyi, Kyonsout, Hsuganan and
Tapaytamaw villagesthat arelyingalongthe
facility.

In the past, one had to use the water -
waysastheonly meanstotravel fromYangon
Division to Ayeyawady Division. Now,
Twantay-Kawhmu-K ungyangon-Dedaye-
Pyapon motor road and theY angon-Pathein
motor road and Hsamalauk-Maubin-
Kyaiklat motor road have cut thetravelling
time between the two divisions. Such better
transport has enabled the division to see
swift and smooth flow of local products

-~
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Opposethoserelying on external eements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

/

Cash donation for ear, nose and throat patients

Nay Pyi Taw, 25 Feb — Cash donation for free
surgery for ear, nose and throat patients sponsored by
Bago Division Union Solidarity and Development
Association was held at the People’s Hospital in
Toungoo on 24 February.

Chairman of Bago Division Peace and
Development Council Commander of Southern
Command Maj-Gen Ko Ko, CEC member of USDA
Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung Min
and Secretary of Division PDC U Pe Thein donated K
1 million each and wellwishers cash to Head of Bago
Division Health Department Dr Ngwe San.

provided cash assistanceto the patients. Altogether 272
patients will receive surgical treatment at the hospital
free of charge.

Aftertheceremony thecommander andtheminister
attended an inauguration of rural road in Kwingyi
Villagein Y edashe Township.

First Secretary of Bago Division USDA U Saw
Maw Tun formally opened the road linking Taingwa
Village and Kwingyi Village. It is one mile and two
furlongs long and 12 feet wide.

The commander and the minister presented
offertories to Sayadaw U Pandita of Shankyaung

The commander and the minister inspected
performance of operation at the operationtheatre. They

Monastery in Amatgyikhon Village.
They dsomet USDA membersat thevillage—MNA

especially marine products.

Banks executive committee, Myanmar Banks

Association hold meeting

Minister Ma; -Gen HIaTun dellversan address at coordination meetlng on achievement in
implementing objectives of the F & R Ministry. — mNA

Nay Pvi Taw, 25 Feb
— The 97th meeting of
Banksexecutivecommittee
and Myanmar Banks
Association under the
Ministry of Finance and

Revenue was hdd at the
meeting hall of theministry
here, today. Patronof Banks
Executive Committee
Minigter for Finance and
RevenueMg-GenHlaTun

deivered a speech on the
occasion.

Afterwards, Chairman
of Banks Executive
CommitteeDeputy Minister
for Finance and Revenue

Director-General U Than Win delivers an
address at special course on financial rules
and regulations and cooking course No 2.
PBANRDA
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Director-General of Education and Training
Dept attends opening ceremonies of cour ses

YAaNGoN, 25 Feb —
Director-General U Than ‘
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Win of Education and
Training Department of the
Minis:ry of Progress of
Border AreasandNational
Races and Development
Affairs attended opening
ceremonies of special
courseNo0 19 onfinancial
rules and regulations and
cookery courseNo 2 at the
central training school of
the department in Dagon
Myothit (North) this
morning.
Present

on the

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

occasion were officials of
departments of the
ministry, instructors of
Auditor-Generals Office,
guests and trainees.

Next, the Director-
General inspected hostels,
lecture halls and mess at
thetrainingschool. Ninety-
fivetraineesareattending
the course No 19 and 30
are participating in the
courseNo2whichlast six
weeks.

MNA

Col Hla Thein Swe and
Governor of the Central
Bank of Myanmar
discussed matters related
to banking services.

The executive
committee members and
officids of the Myanmar
BanksA ssociationreported
onthemattersof theprogress
of banking.

The coordination
mesetingon achievementin
inplementing obj ectivesof
theMinisiry of Financeand
Revenue was followed.

The managing-
directors and directors-
generd reported onmatters
related toimplementation
of tasks by departments
concerned.

Themesetingendedwith
concluding remarks by the
Minister. — MNA
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n recent fi(jﬁt‘i-ng near

West Darfur’s capital el-Geneina, on 22 Feb, 2008. Fighting has continued in
Sudan’s Darfur region despite an agreement to deploy the world’s largest
UN-funded peacekeeping operation there and people say they are losing faith
in the international community’swill or ability to help them. —INTERNET

|ran sayswork plan closed,

US intelligence fake

VIENNA, 26 Feb—Iran
said on Sunday it had

cleared up all past
outstandingissuesoverits
nuclear programme with
theUnited Nationsnuclear
watchdogand accusedthe
United Statesof providing
intelligencethat wasfake.

“The work plan is
finished,” Ali Asghar
Soltanieh, Iran’ senvoy to
the International Atomic
Energy Agency, told
Reuters, referringtoapact
between Teheran and the

IAEA to answer out-
standing questions about
its nuclear activities one
by one.

In its latest report
published on Friday, the
IAEA said Iran had
responded to questions
and clarified issuesraised
inthe context of the work
planstruckin August, with
the exception of alleged
studies into the possible
weaponi zation of nuclear
materials.

The agency said it

confronted Iran for the
first time with Western
intelligence reports of
work linked to making
atomic bombs, adding
Teheran had failed to
provide satisfactory
answers.

Soltanieh said the
intelligence, coming
mainly fromtheUSand a
laptop spirited out of Iran
in 2005, wasfake. “ Thisis
100per centfabricatedand
forged,” said Soltanieh.

MNA/Reuters

| srael says Arabswill not
withdraw peace plan

JERUSALEM, 26 Feb—
Israeli officials have
dismissed as“astormina
teacup” reportsfrom Arab
League officials that the
organization may with-
draw its 2002 peace plan
unless Israel explicitly
acceptstheinitiative, local
daily Jerusalem Post
reported Sunday on its
website.

Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert’s spokesman
Mark Regev was quoted as
saying that lIsrael has
welcomed theinitiativeand
gpoken of positivedements
in the Arab League plan.
Saudi Foreign Minister

PrinceSaudd-Faisd,whose
country sponsoredtheArab
peaceinitiative, warnedover
the weekend that “despair
would force us to review
these options’, including

withdrawing the proposd.
Hefurther accused |sradl of
“sabotaging” the initiative,
which was now “facing
grave danger”.
MNA/Xinhua

Two US
soldierskilled
in attacksin
Baghdad

BacHDAD, 26 Feb— Two
American soldiers were
killed in two attacksin the
Iragi capital on Sunday, the
US military said on
Monday.
A soldier assigned to the
Multi-National Division-
Baghdad was killed by
insurgents small-armsfire
during combat operations
in southern Baghdad, a
military statement said.
Another soldier was
killedinthesameday when
his vehicle was hit by a
roadside bomb during a
combat patrol in northern
Baghdad, another statement
said. — MNA/Xinhua
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[ Palestinian children |
take part in a human
chain protest near
Erez crossing with
Gaza, calling for an
end to the I sraeli
blockade of the Gaza
Strip on 25 Feb, 2008.

I NTERNET
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Okinawa.

statement said.

UStroopsin Okinawa under
curfew at least until 3March

Tokyo, 26 Feb— The US miilitary said Tuesday it
wouldmaintainacurfew ontroopsandtheir relativeson
Japan's southern idand of Okinawa a least until 3

March amid tension over an dleged rape by a US
serviceman. The sweeping curfew took effect on
Wednesday lastweek inthewakeof callsfromJapanese
leaders for dricter discipline on the more than 40,000
UStroopsinthe country, half of whom aregtationedin

MarineCorpsLieutenant General Richard Zilmer,
the senior US commander in Okinawa, met with
senior military leaders Sunday and decided the
curfew “will remainin placeuntil further notice,” a

It said the restriction “will be reassessed again by
senior service leaders on 3 March”. Japanese
prosecutors must decide by 3 March whether to
indict Staff Sergeant Tyrone Luther Hadnott, 38,
who was arrested on 11 February on allegationsthat

he raped a 14-year-old girl in Okinawa—Internet

// 3 '“:--\ : IR
Kurdish rebels say

kill 47 Turkish
troopsin N Iraqg

ZakHu(lrag), 26 Feb—Kurdish PKK guerillas said
on Sunday they had killed 47 Turkish troops since
Turkey launched an offensiveagainst their positionsin
northern|rag. Ahmed Danees, head of foreignrelations
for theseparatist Kurdistan WorkersParty (PKK), also
said only tworebel shad beenkilled and eight wounded
since Turkey began its incursion into the largely
autonomous region of Kurdistan on Thursday.

Earlier, Turkey's military General Staff said it had
killed 112 guerillas since fighting began. A statement
on its website reported eight Turkish troops had been
killed on Sunday. It isamost impossible to verify the
claims of either side because the fighting is taking
place in largely inaccessible terrain in tough winter
conditions—MNA/Reuters

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

Protesters carry signs representing 50 bulletsfired )
on thefirst day of thetrial of three New York City
police officers charged in the shooting of Sean
Bell, outside the courthouse in Queens, New York,
on 25 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET
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n Iy voting for Ru

election in the Tundra region, near the village of Yar-Sale, located in the
Yamal peninsula above the polar circle, some 2,150 km (1,336 miles)
northeast of Moscow, on 25 Feb, 2008. —XiNHUA
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ssia’s presidenti-él'

Sudan’s FM lauds China’s
rolein solving Darfur issue

KHARTOUM, 26 Feb —
Sudanese Foreign Mini-
ster Deng Alor Sunday
said China is very much
welcome in helping the
country find asolution to
the Darfur issue.

China is not directly
involved in the Darfur
conflict, but as a partner,
“Chinais using its good
relations with Sudan to
help it solve the Darfur
issue’, Alortoldreporters
after a40-minutemeeting

SAmerican countries mull forming

Buenos AIREs, 26
Feb— Brazil and Argen-
tina are seeking to esta
blishamilitary aliancein
South Americathat would
implement a coordinated
defence policy, Argen-
tina's Defence ministry
said Saturday.

During ameeting with
his Argentine counterpart
Nilda Garre on Friday,
Brazil’ sDefenceMinister

mily alliance
Nelson Jobim said South
America should speak
with one voice and seek a
unified position on major
issues.

That would give South
America a bigger say in

international affairs,
Jobim said.
Garre agreed and said

the two countries shared
many views on regiona
security and defence

issues. The Brazilian
government has been
advocating the establish-
ment of a new military
aliance aimed at main-
tainingregional peaceand
avoid an arms race.
Ecuador, Colombia
and Chilehaveal sovoiced
their support for the idea
of forming a military
aliancein the region.
Xinhua

(A citizen dears up street
that covered with snow
in Jinan, capital of east

China’'s Shandong
Province, on 25 Feb,
2008. The snowfall in
most parts of Shandong
Province recently issaid
in favour of spring
farming.

Pakistan’s ambassador to Afghanistan

remains missing

IsLamABAD, 25 Feb—
Pakistan’ s ambassador to
Afghanistan Tariq Azi-
zuddin has gone missing
for 13daysbut thegovern-
ment believesthemissing
diplomatissafeandalive,

27-2-08 NL 4

Foreign Officespokesman

Tt

said on Saturday.

Tariq Azizuddin went
missingon 11 February in
Khyber tribal agency, one
of seven semi-autono-
mous tribal regions along
the Afghan border.

Tariq Azizuddin was
travelling to Kabul from
Peshawar, capital of North
West Frontier Province,
by road in his car with a
driver and body guard
when the local admini-
stration lost contact with
them. Foreign Office
spokesman Mohammad
Sadiq said security forces

were actively searching
themissing official inthe
area. Expressing his
confidence that the
ambassador was safe and
alive, Sadiq said all
measures would be taken
to trace him.

L ast week local media
reported that local
Taleban had claimed
responsibility for the
kidnappingandsaid Tariq
would be released in
exchange for the release
of their detained leader
MullaMansoor Dadullah.

Xinhua

with Liu Guijin, the
Chinese Government’s
specia representative for
Darfur.

“Thereis aperception
in the West that Chinais
helping Sudan, whether
directly or indirectly, (do
something) against the
Darfur Region.

And | think it is the
responsibility of our
government and Chinato
change that perception,”
said the top Sudanese

, W _ Lae
A two-faced calf was born in Indonesia recently.

diplomat.

“China is not here to
help Sudan in away that
will prompt the Darfur
conflicttocontinue. China
is here to help Sudan in
issues regarding econo-
mic developments.

China is here to help
build Sudan, and Chinais
engaged in business not
only in the oil sector, but
also other sectors,” Alor
said.

Xinhua

The animal has a normal set of lungs, heart, liver
and intestines — but an extra face. —XiNHUA

Venezuelan police officer
Killed in bomb attack

CaRrAcAs, 26 Feb—AnN
off-duty policeofficerwas
killed on Sunday by a
bomb that exploded
outside Fedecamaras,
Venezuela's chamber of
commerce, director of the
forensic police Marcos
Chavez said.

Scattered leaflets
handed out by a group
called the People's Left-
Wing Army werefound at
the sitethat read “Boliva-

[ All items from Xinhua News Agency ]

Bomb explodesin northern Spain

MaDRID, 25 Feb — A
bomb exploded at aradio
and television transmis-
sion station outside
Spain’s northern city of
Bilbao Saturday, causing
property damage but no
injuries, police said.

Police received a
warning call in the name
of Basqueseparatist group

ETA at 850 am (0750
GMT) that abomb would
explodeat 10:00am (0900
GMT) at the Arnotegi
station, just south of
Bilbao, accordingtolocal
media reports.

A cardboard box was
found by awindow at the
station and it went off at
around 12:00 pm (1100

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

GMT) when a defusing
robot approached it,
causing damage to the
building and the robot.
“It was a booby trap
bomb against the police
with some kind of move-
ment activated device,” a
police spokesman was
guoted as saying.
Xinhua

rian Republic of Vene-
zuela. The guerilla front
will win. The People’'s
Left-wing Army. Caracas
24 February”.

The group claimed
responsibility for the
attack saying that
Fedecamaras is conspir-
ing against the govern-
ment and is responsible
for the food shortages in
the country.

Chavez said a docu-
ment found on the dead
man identified him as a
Metropolitan Police of-
ficer, but declinedtocom-
ment on whether the
officer might also beres-
ponsible for detonating
the bomb.

A senior officia from
Fedecamaras Lope Men-
doza condemned Sun-
day’ sattack sayinghewas
saddened that the private
sectorisheingblamedfor
food shortages acrossthe
country. —Xinhua



Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia
agree on energy policies

BuenosAIREs, 25 Feb—Thepresidentsof Argentina,
Brazil and Boliviaagreed on Saturday that aministerial
working group will be established to coordinate the
three countries' energy palicies.

Earlier, ArgentinePresident CristinaFernandez held
ameeting with Brazil’sLuiz Inacio LuladaSilvaand
Bolivia's Evo Morales.

Theworkinggroup, whichwill beformed by ministers
in charge of energy affairs, is aimed at assuring the
sustained economicgrowthof thethree South American
nations, Argentine Foreign Minister Jorge Taianatold
anews conference after the meeting.

In addition, changesin the three countries’ energy
demand, aternate energy and Bolivia's natural gas
exportswill also top the agenda of the working group,
Taianasaid.

Brazil getsabout half itsnatural gasfromBolivia—
between 27 million and 29 million cubic metres daily
—whileArgentinagenerally buysbetween2.5million
and three million cubic metres each day.

Under anagreement reached|ast year, Boliviashould
increaseitsdaily exportsof natural gasto Argentinato
seven million cubic metresin 2008.

MNA/Xinhua
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An Indian missile on display in New Delhi. India
conducted itsfirst test of a nuclear-capable missile
from an undersea platform, completing its goal of
having air, land and sea ballistic systems, the
defence ministry said.—INTERNET

>
L.

China begins 2nd West-to-Eadt
gas pipelineproject

BEliNG, 25 Feb—Chinaon Friday beganwork onits
second west-to-east natural gastransmission pipeline,
whichwill mainly carry natural gasfrom Turkmenistan
and China's Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region to
the Y angtze and Pear| River Deltas, the country’ stwo
most developed regions.

Construction of the 9,102-kilometre gas pipeline,
which consists of amain line and eight sub-lines, will
cost aninvestment of 142.2 billionyuan (20 billionUS
dollars). With adesigned gastransmission capacity of
30 billion cubic metres per year, the pipeline would
traverse 12 provinces and autonomous regions before
reaching eastern municipality of Shangha and southern
Guangdong Province.

The main line extending 4,843 kilometres would
start from Khorgos in the northwestern Xinjiang to
Guangzhou, capital of Guangdong Province.

The western segment of the main line will go into
operation by 2009, and the eastern segment by theend
of Junein 2011, said Jiang Jiemin, general manager of
China National Petroleum Corporation.

Thefirst massiveproject to pipenatural gasfromthe
west to the east was put into commercia operation at
the end of 2004, starting from the Tarim Basin of
Xinjiang and arriving in Shanghai. — MNA/Xinhua

A photographer takes a photo of a Sharp LCD TV at a news conferencein
Tokyo. Sony is planning to start buying TV-use LCD panels from Sharp as
early asin the next business year that beginsin April, a source close to the
matter said on 23 Feb, 2008.—I NTERNET

Dubai to build power plant worth $6b

ABu DHaBI, 26 Feb—A
power plant running on
synthetic gas (syngas)
with an initial budget of
six billionUSdollarswill
soonbelaunchedinDubai,
thecommercial andfinan-
cia hub of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE),
local newspaper Khaleg)
Times reported on Mon-

day.
Dubai Electricity and
Water Authority

(DEWA) has signed a

memorandum of un-
derstanding on the plant
with a consortium con-
sisting of the New Y ork-
based Sino Global
International, Samena
Power & Energy of
Canada and the Dubai-
based Skyline Services
Group.

DEWA would more
likely guarantee the
purchase of power and
water supply from the
plant, an independent

project by theconsortium,
the authority’ s managing
director and CEO Saeed
Mohammad Al Tayer
said.

The plant is based on
the Integrated Gasi-
fication Combined Cycle
(IGCC) that uses syngas,
a mixture of carbon
monoxide and hydrogen,
toproduceel ectricity and
water with a hazardous-
waste emission of almost
zero.—MNA/Xinhua

UK petrol, diesal
prices hit record high

LonDoN, 26 Feb—
Britishdriversarehaving
to dig deep to pay record
prices for diesel and
petrol following a surge
in oil prices to all-time
highs, motoring groupthe
AA said on Monday.

Britain's petrol
pricesarethefourth most
expensive in Europe and
more than double those
in the United States.

According to the
AA, the average car
owner is now spending
18.84 pounds (37.01 US
dollars) more amonth on
petrol.

A litre of diesel
averages 110.31 pence,
compared with 91.09

27-2-08 NL 5

pence a year ago. The
averagepriceof petrol has
climbed to 104.85 pence
a litre, up from 87.27
pence ayear ago.
“Record fuel prices
will bring record levels
of misery to many
millions of drivers,” AA
President Edmund King
said in a statement.
TheAA calledonthe
government not to go
ahead with its proposed
increase of 2 penceinthe
tax on petrol and diesel,
saying fuel prices had
risen enough already.
Oil hovered on
Monday around 98 US
dollars, supported by
speculative buying. Last

week, crude hit a record
highof 101 USdollarson
fear OPEC could hold
output steady or even cut
it when it meets next
week.

MNA/Reuters

UAE Coto build offshore gas processing plant in Pakistan

ABu DHaBI, 26 Feb—
Dana Gas of the United
ArabEmirates(UAE), the
largest private-sector
natural gascompany inthe
MiddleEast, planstobuild
anoffshoregasprocessing
plant in Pakistan, local
newspaper Khaleg Times
reported on Monday.

The Sharjah-based

Dana Gas intends to be
the top investor in a
floating storage re-
gasification terminal that
is being planned in Port
Qasim in southern
Pakistan’s Karachi, a
spokesman of the
company was quoted as
saying.

The terminal will

process liquefied natural
gas (LNG) for sale to
Pakistani power suppliers
to meet a gas shortage of
about onebillioncubicfeet
aday.

The company expects
to reach agreements with
customers in Pakistan in
the next six months.

MNA/Xinhua

The Microsoft XBOX 360
is seen at the 2008
I nternational Consumer
Electronics Show (CES)
in January 2008 in Las
Vegas. Microsoft
confirmed on Monday
that it will no longer
make HD DVD drives for
its Xbox 360 video game

consoles.—I NTERNET

9/3/18, 04:24 PM
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Fidel Castro passes Cubareinsto

Havana, 25 Feb —
Raul Castro took over
from his brother Fidel
CastroasCuban President
onSunday, endingtherule
of the bearded rebel who
defied the United States
for five decades but
vowing to continue his
communist revolution.

A former hardliner who
is feared for his
ruthlessness but has

his brother

adopted a softer tone in
recent years, Raul Castro,
76, nodded and smiled as
legislators applauded his
selection by National
Assembly.
Heisexpectedtopursue
limited economic reforms
but inasignthat changeis
unlikely to be deep or
abrupt, Communist Party
ideologue Jose Ramon
Machado Ventura was

named first Vice-
President, or Cuba’'s No
2. In his first speech as
President, Raul Castro
said hewould continue to
consult his older brother
on important issues.
“The mandate of this
legidature is clear ... to
continuestrengtheningthe
revolution at a historic
moment,” he said.
MNA/Reuters

Sar kozy accused over
constitutional court move

Paris, 25 Feb—French
President NicolasSarkozy
faced accusations on
Saturday of trying to
subvert the authority of
France's top constitu-
tiona body over alaw to
incarcerate dangerous
criminalsindefinitely.

The controversy arose
after the Constitutional
Council set redtrictions
on a law passed by

Suicide
bomber kills
40in lraq

KEerBALA,(lraq), 25 Feb
A suicide bomber
targeting pilgrimsheading
to one of Shiite Islam’s
holiest festivals killed 40
people, including women
and children, south of
Baghdad on Sunday,
police said.

Police and the US
military said the bomber
struck in the town of
Iskandariya, 40kilometres
(25 miles) south of
Baghdad, hours after
militants killed three
pilgrims and wounded 36
others in an attack in
southern Baghdad, police
said.

Police said 40 people
were Killed and 46
wounded, despitea major
tightening of security. The
US military had said
hospital officials were
reporting 25 dead and 50
wounded.

The military said in
astatement that theattack
took place onatwo-lane
highway near a resi-
dential areawhere about
42,000 pilgrims had
passed through earlier in
the day.

\
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North Korean dancers perform a water jar dance onstage for members of the

New York Philharmonic orchestra on the eve of their concert in the North
Korea capital, Pyongyang on 26 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Parliament earlier this
month to keep violent
offendersinjail after their
sentences expire if they
werestill deemedtoposea
public menace.

On Friday, Sarkozy
directed France’'s top
magistratetolook at ways
of implementing the law,
despite the council’s
ruling, prompting accu-
sations that he was trying
to challengethe authority
of abody that hasfinal say
overwhetherlegidationis
congtitutional or not.“ If the
President wantsto get past
adecision of the council,

thereisoneclear way: ask
Parliament to change the
Constitution,” Robert
Badinter, aformer justice
minister and president
of the Constitutional
Council saidinLeMonde.
The law, which
applies to violent of-
fendersserving sentences
of at least 15 years, was
approved in principle
by the council but it
said offenders currently
serving or who were
sentenced before the law
was passed should
not be affected.
MNA/Reuters

Ralph Nader startsUS presidential bid

WasHINGTON, 25 Feb
— Consumer advocate
Raph Nader, blamed by
many Democratsfor their
lossof theWhite Housein
the 2000 election, said on
Sunday he is launching
another independent
campaign for the White
House.

Nader, who will turn
74 this week, announced
his longshot presidential
bid on NBC's “Meet the
Press’ saying that neither
the Democrats nor the
Republicans were add-
ressing problems facing
Americans.

Nader called
Washington *“corporate

turns the government
against theinterestsof the
people. “In that context, |
have decided to run for
President,” he said.

Democratssaidthey do
not expect Nader, whoalso
ran asan independent in
2004, to have much of an
impact.

“When you get into
running for your third or
fourthtime, | don’t think
peoplewill pay that much
attention to it, and |
wouldn’t seeit havingany
effect on the race,”
Virginia Democratic
Governor Tim Kaine said
on “Fox News Sunday”.

In an interview with
Reuters, Nader said hewill

push the candidates on
a number of issues
including health care and
changing the tax system
to shift the burden away
from wage earners and
put it on things like
pollution, tobacco and
“Wall Street speculation”
andreducetaxesonwages.
Nader dismissed
Democratic criticism of
hislatestbidfor theWhite
House.
MNA/Reuters

Pakistan Taleban warn
new Govt to keep clear

IsLamaBAD, 25 Feb —
Pakistan militants linked
to al-Qaeda warned
any incoming civilian
government on Sunday
that they would strike
even more viciously
if President Pervez
Musharraf’ swar onterror
was continued in tribal
aress.

Following last week’s
inconclusive election,
several political parties
are in talks to form a
coalition big enough for
a ruling majority in the
National Assembly. How

they deal with the
militants will be one of
their most pressing
challenges.

In northwest Pakistan
on Sunday, militants
attacked a security post
and killed a policeman

and two paramilitary
servicemen and wounded
six others, officials said.

Maulvi Omar, aspokes-
man for the Pakistan
Taleban, told Reuters by
telephone from an
undisclosed location that
any new operationagainst
militants in tribal areas
would lead to violence.

“Whoever makes the
government, we want to
makeit clear to them we
don’t want fighting. We
want peace, but if they
impose war on us, we
will not spare them,” he
said.

“We don't want
political parties to re-
peat the mistake which
Musharraf committed and
follow a path dictated by
the US".

MNA/Reuters

MNA/Reuters

—
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occupied territory” that

People sit among their )
families belongings
after being evicted from
a building by the police
in Buenos Aires, on 25
Feb, 2008. A local court
ordered the eviction of
nearly 240 families
from the property,
where a construction
company will build a
new shopping centre.

INTERNET )

A Nenets woman works at her settlement in the Tundra region near
village of Yar-Sale, located in the Yamal peninsula above the polar circle,
some 2,150 km (1336 miles) northeast of Moscow,on 25 Feb, 2008. The
Nenets are indigenous people in Russia’s artic region north of the

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

Urals.—INTERNET



Fires break out in
Bogale, Palaw

Nay Pvi Taw, 26 Feb— A firebrokeout at No
20, 5th Seinpan street, Ward 4 in Bogale at 2.40 am
yesterday, destroying 11 housesand | eaving 57 people
homeless.

Likewise, a fire broke out at No 32-A of
Shumawa street, Ward 1 in Palaw at 1.40 pm on 24
February. A total of 196 houses were destroyed and
about 1,400 people were left homelessinthefire. The
fire victims were accommodated at East-Palaw
Monestry and West Monestry.

Officials provided necessary assistance and
cash to the fire victims. — MNA

[Usefire systematicallyj

NAY Pyi Taw, 26 Feb— FireServicesDepartment
hasissued areminder that there were outbreaks of fire
in the townships due to the ember and electric wire
shock.

The reminder urged the people to be careful of
fireandtoavoidfilling petrol andfilling diesel near the
generator with the use of candles and using lighted
candles and mosquito repellent with negligence and it
urged the public to put out fire in the stove and to use
the fire systematically. —MNA

( )

Take Fire
Preventive
M easur es

. J

Horizon L eague Basketball

Tour nament continues

Y aNGoN, 25 Feb — Jointly organized by the
Myanmar Basketball Federation and the Horizon Int’|
Education Center, the Horizon League Basketball
Tournament for 2007-2008 season continued at
Kyaikkasan Gymnasium, here, yesterday.

Inthecompetitions, Red Star won over Furious
89-56 points; The Gyut defeated Filipino 65-62; and
Blue boy crushed GB 79-45.

After the matches, KKS and Red Star stood
top on the chart with five points in five matches and
Cow Boy put its position behind with leading teams
with four pointsin four matches. Four matchesin the
men’s event will continue on 2 March.—MNA
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Special refresher course No 30 for basic

education teachers concludesin PyinOoLwin

Nay Pyi Taw, 26 Feb
— The closing ceremony
of special refresher course
No 30for basic education
teachers was held at
Central Institute of Civil
Service(Upper Myanmar)
inPyinOoLwinTownship
yesterday.

On behalf of the
Chairman of Myanmar
Education Committee
Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint
Oo, Minister for Science
and Technology U Thaung
attendedtheceremony and
made a closing speech on
the occasion with the
presentation of prizes to
outstanding trainees and
completion certificatesto
trainees.

Inhisspeech, Minister
U Thaung said basic
educationteachersarethe
oneswhoarenurturingthe
students, the prime
resourcesfor thefuture of
the state so as to redlize
goasandplansof thestate.
The special refresher
courses will bring many
advantages not only for
the teachers but aso for
students and the country
after realizing the State's
prevailing conditions,
historical backgrounds,
future prospects and
national goals while
attending such courses.

Blue Boy Team plays
against GB Team.

NLM

In the past, the
opportunity of pursing
education was mainly
focused only inthecities.
Now the youth have
already accessto learning
education at remote areas
andrural areas. Withthe
effectiveutilization of the
opportunities, the
objective to promote
national education and to
turn out human resources
will fully be redlized. At
the same time rural
development endeavours
will also be achieved.

He said the teachers
are to make efforts for
promotion of education
andtoorganizethepeople
to provide teaching aids
and other furniture.

He spoke of the need
for the  teachers
themselves to be well-
versed in the respective
subjects, to nurture the
students to be polite and
patriotic and to abide by
laws and regulations in
their youth so that they
will becomegood citizens

who safeguard the
national interestwhenthey
grow up.

He said the teachers
on their part have to trust
the government and to
explain the policy of the
government and national
objectives to the students
in the regions.

Heurged theteachers
to make strenous efforts

for turning out highly-
qualified human
resources.

Next, Minister U

Thaung presented best
training awards to Katha
NoF-30ULaYeinwhois
aschoolhead of Myitkyina
TownNo5BasicPrimary
School of Kachin State

Minister U Thaung presents award to an
outstanding trainee.
MNA

and KathaNo A-188 Daw
Saw Myat Nwe who is a
junior assistant teacher of
Practising School of
Ywathagyi National
Races Development
University of Sagaing
Division, and awards for
perseverenceto KathaNo
F-132U Kyaw Kyaw Han
whoisaJAT of Kalaywa
BEHS of Sagaing
Division, KathaNoE-161
Daw Than Than Winwho
isaPAT of Aungmyaykon
village BEPS of Aunglan
Township of Magway
Divisionand KathaNo E-
48 Daw KhinMaMawho
isaschoolhead of Myohla
village BEPS of Thayet
Township, Magway
Division and best hostle
awards to leaders of the
companies. Next, the
minister gave away
completion certificatesto
leaders of the companies.

A total of 1537

trainees— 221 males and
1316 females— attended
the five-week course.
Present on the
occasionwereMinister for
Hotels and Tourism Mgj-
Gen Soe Naing, Minister
for Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement and
Minister for Immigration
and Population Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe,
Chairman of Civil Service
Selection and Training
Board Dr Than Nyun,
Deputy Ministers, Deputy
Chief Justice U Khin
Maung Latt, Chairman of
Mandal ay City
Development Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Phone
Zaw Han, Member of
CSSTB U Nyi Tun, heads
of departments and
officias, principal of CICS
(Upper Myanmar) U Aung
Hsan Win, instructors and
trainees.
MNA

[Briefing on Myanmar Furniture Fair 2008j

Y ANGON, 26 Feb
— A briefingonMyanmar
Furniture Fair 2008 was
held at the meeting hall of
the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers
of Commerceand Industry
on Min Ye Kyaw Swa
Street on 21 February.

At the briefing,

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

Chairman of Myanmar
Forest Products and
Timber Merchants
Association U Sein Lwin
explained the purpose of
holding the Myanmar
FurnitureFair and General
Manager U Htoo Aung of
Myanmar Timber
Enterprise under the

Ministry of Forestry,
pieces of furniture to be
displayed at the fair.

The fair will be
held at the Tatmadaw
Convention Hall from 3
to 7 March. Therewill be
154 booths indoors and
12 outdoors.

MNA
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|sthat so, Maung Ka Lu? Morethan that, Grandpa

Grandpa: Where have you been lately, Maung Ka
Lu? And what were you doing?

Lu: | wasjust reading all the time at home.

Grandpa: What did you read?

Lu: Many kinds of books because | wanted to
understand well the expression “democracy”.

Grandpa: Oh, everybody knows this word. Why
wereyou spending your valuabletimejust for a
word you did not know well?

Lu: You are right, but today, western media are
shouting for democracy every day, and so are
western politicians, some local groups, and
leftist and rightist forces. | wonder why
colonialists and neo-colonialists who are
invading and exploiting other countriesareal so
shouting for democracy. Don't you think it is
confusing?

Grandpa: | don't think so. It isvery smple. It is
derived from Greek word “demokratia”.
After centuries, English adopted theword as
“democracy”. In Greece, theterm “ demos’
means the people, and the term “kratia”,
means administration. So, the term
“demokratia” means that the people set up
public administrative mechanism for the
public. Theterm “democracy” was defined
freedom of the majority of the people to
make a decision with common consent in
their interests.

Then, it means self-determination according to

the fundamental principle of the UN Charter,

doesn’t it.

Grandpa: Yes, itisfreedom or real democracy. Let
it be. In this regard, according to Socialists,
democracy is freedom to establish Socialism
that can save the poor of the maority from
poverty. According to capitalists, democracy is
freedomto establish Capitalismbecauseanation
can have a prosperous future only when
Capitalismflourishesinthecountry. But, inthe

Lu:

national politics, national interest is served
with national outlook accor dingtotheconsent
of the peoplefor ensuring peace, stability and
a prosperous future and raising the living
standard of the entire people. In thisregard,
thepeoplehavetorespect thedisciplines. Now,
our country islaying a sound foundation for
practising discipline-flourishing democracy.
That isa character of national politicsthat is
free from alien reliance and instigation,
sectarianism and dogmatism.
| am not criticizing the countries that practise
Socialism or Capitalism according to the consent
of themajority. Our country will haveto practise
genuineand discipline-flourishing democracy on
the trend of national politics.
Grandpa: You are right, Maung Ka Lu. The term
“democracy” comes from a Latin word. Greek
democracy was that the public had the right to
hold discussions and make decisions in Greek
city stateswhose population wasjust four or five
digits. English people rose against the feudalism
and shared the power with the king to freely set
up capitalism. Then, they practised parliamentary
system in which only rich people could be
members of the parliament. Capitalists named it
“democracy”.
The British and European industrialists
invaded, occupied and colonized more than
100 countriesfor their wealth. They exploited
and took away the agricultural produce and
natural resources of their colonies. So, the
demacracy capitalist countriesareclaimingis
not real democracy, andthatisjust theright to
invade and colonize other countries freely.
They are like crows that are disguising
themselves as peacocks.
Grandpa: How clever you are! Now, you are able to
distinguish between right and wrong And the
people have become united. The people have

Lu:

Lu:

and dogmatism.

In the national palitics, national interest isserved )
with national outlook according to the consent of the
people for ensuring peace, stability and a prosperous
future and raising the living standard of the entire
people. In thisregard, the people have to respect the
disciplines. Now, our country is laying a sound
foundation for practising discipline-flourishing
democracy. That isacharacter of national politicsthat
iIsfreefrom alienrelianceand instigation, sectarianism

~ MaungKalLu

gone through the alien subjugation. In the
Knowledge Age, we people have realized that
voices of democracy of colonialists and neo-
colonialists are bitter to hear.
That was why Bogyoke Aung San reminded
many timesthat thepeoplehadto obey discipline
if they wanted to regain independence and
democracy. Some persons are shouting for
democracy many times but are reluctant to
respect discipline.
Grandpa: Somegavepriority totheinterestsof their
own and their party and said that they should
have the right to organize the people, express
their feelings, and stage aboycott freely. They
also deceivedthe peoplethat it wasasusual that
demonstrationswerefollowedby variousforms
of mobism such as terrorist acts, looting of
shops and burning down cars, and the people
should understand that. They also said that they
would have to stage protests and continue
confrontations with the government till they
came to power. They said the people should
endure poverty and economic sanctionstill the
country enjoyed democracy (till they came to
power). And they said that they have to accept
alien instigation, blockage and assistance to
ensure that they came to power.
Of course. They are trying to confront with
the government, disobey all the orders of the
government with the intention of seizing
power. The people have realized that their
acts are barriers to democratic transition
because they not only disregard the public
interest but also try to seize power and
encouragethenation’ senemiesat theexpense
of the public interests,

Grandpa: Thatiswhythegover nmentismobilizing

the strength of the people in implementing

theState' sseven-steproad map. TheNational

Convention or the first step was held

successfully on 3 September 2007.

TheNational Conventionwasheld, overcoming

various forms of hindrances.

Grandpa: TheNational Convention washeld for
emer genceof aconstitution. Theconstitution
prescribes whom and which ways to share
thethreesovereign power s,andit guar antees
fundamental rights of the citizens. So, the
State constitution isthebasiclaw of thelaws
of acountry. Theprescribingand defining of
other lawsshall bebased on andisnot against
the constitution. The constitution is the
treasury of the public concerning soversign
power s, aswell astheagr eement betweenthe
people and the gover nment.

(See page 9)

Lu:

Lu:

Lu:
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|sthat so, Maung Ka Lu? Morethan that, Grandpa

(from page 8)

Lu: Oh, | seethatiswhy every independent country
has to write a constitution without fail.

Grandpa: Right, aconstitutionhasto prescribespecific
provisionsfor perpetua existence, progressand
peaceof aunionor country, anddecidingpolitical
affairs democratically. So, the government is
working hard for emergence of a congtitution
that is necessary for democratic transition.

Lu: So, the National Convention was completed,
despite various disruptions and difficulties,
wasn't it?

Grandpa: Thegovernment did not makethedecision
of itsownideato hold theNational Convention.
Its concept was that it would have to draw an
enduring constitutionwhichwill bemoreperfect
than that of 1947 and 1974 constitutions, soin
the process, it adopted a policy to make
coordinations with legal parties, and
representatives-elect of the 1990 elections.

Lu: | gotit. InJune 1992, the representatives of ten
political parties, representatives-elect, and
representatives of the government held
discussionsin that regard. The number of NLD
representatives was two times that of the
government. Am | right?

Grandpa: Right, the meeting laid down objectives
of the National Convention, and patterns of
holdingtheNational Convention. TheNational
Convention held in January 1993 with
representatives of national races from various
regions, representatives of workers, peasants,
intellectuals and intelligentsia, State service
personnel, representativesof nationa racepeace
groups, representatives of ten political parties,
and representatives-elect.

Lu: Of the representatives-elect, more than 100
representatives were from NLD including U
Aung Shwe, U Lwin, U Than Tunand U Nyunt
Wai. They participated in the process of laying
down the 15 chapters for the new constitution,
104 fundamental principles, and fundamental
principles and detailed basic principles for the
chapter of State Structure, the chapter of the
Head of State, and the chapter of the President.
They also participated in the process of
designating legidlative, executive and judicial
formations and self-administered division and
self-administered zones.

Grandpa: Atfirst, they were attending the National
Convention, and so therestrictionson Daw Suu
Kyi were lifted. | think it was in July 1995,
former US State Secretary US Ambassador to
theUN MsMadeilineAlbright visited Myanmar

and held ameetingwith Daw SuuKyi in'Y angon.
After shewent back home, 86 NL D representatives
who had attended the National Convention for
nearly three years walked out of the National
Convention.

Lu: NLD’s policy was so changeable.

Grandpa: A western country that has stationed its
morethan 750 military basesall over theworldto
establish its military empire was not happy with
one of the 104 principles “No foreign troops are
permittedto bedepl oyed withinthebordersof the
Union”. According to theindependent and active
foreign policy, our country has remained neutral
intheinternational affairs. And our country isone
of the 108 members of the Non-Aligned
Movement. In thisregard, the principle does not
mean foreign troops of a particular country, that
means the troops of any foreign country.

Lu: Since then, NLD has confronted with the
government, and relied on external elements, and
practised four-blockage system to disrupt the
National Convention. So, theNational Convention
had to be adjourned temporarily. It resumed in
May 2004. Now, it has been held successfully.
The Commission of Drafting the State
Congtitution has drafted the State Constitution
based on the fundamental principlesand detailed
basi c principlestheNational Conventionadopted,
andthedraft hasbeenapproved. Itisanauspicious
news to the people.

Grandpa: InMay 2004, the National Conventionwas
reinforced with more delegates. The number of
National Convention delegates increased from
702 in 1993 to 1081 in 2004. In response to the
writtenrequest of NLD, the National Convention
Convening Commission sent an invitation |letter
to the party to the National Convention. But, the
party made many demands. In the end, the
representatives yielded to the wish of Daw Suu
Kyi and decided not to attend the National
Convention again. The National Conventionwas
successfully over on 3 September 2007. Before
the National Convention was over, NLD, the
West Bloc and expatriates plotted a scheme to
disrupt the process of the National Convention.

L u: They wereclaiming democr acy constantly, but
they have never done things democratically.
They shouldrespect theprinciplesthemajority
of theNational Convention delegatesadopted.
They should accept the State constitution that
the National Convention of the Union of
Myanmar drew accordingtothewishesof the
majority and that will be approved through a
referendum. Andthey should standfor election

- MaungKalu

Democr acy doesnot mean
any confrontations and riots
that arejust in the interests of
anindividual,agroup of people,
andaparticular party. |t means
the right to serve the public
interests according to the
consent of the majority of the
people. In a country, the
people’s democracy can be
considered successful if the
nation is peaceful and stable
with development.

to be held according to the constitution to
know the votes of the public. If they believe
thepublicand democr acy, they should stand
for election, instead of confronting with the
government and doing anti-gover nment
movements at home.

Grandpa: In fact, democracy does not mean any
confrontations and riots that are just in the
interestsof anindividual,agroup of people, and
aparticular party. It meanstherighttoservethe
publicinterests accor ding to the consent of the
maj ority of thepeople. I nacountry,thepeopl€ s
democracy can be consider ed successful if the
nationispeaceful and stablewith development.
Anyforeign country or countrieshavenoright
to impose sanctions against or disturb such a
nation. Doing so means interfering in the
internal affairsof other country and violating
the code of international relations, in other
wor ds, shouting for democracy but doing for
sf- interests.

Lu: Western countries' democracy is criticized by
none other than a person of awestern country.
Worldwide famous dramatist George Bernard
Shaw said, “Democracy is the election by the
ignorance by the corrupted few”. It should be
“democracy of the people, for the peopleby the
people’. Actually, what they are shouting isthe
democracy George Bernard Shaw meant. We
people will continue to work for emergence of
genuine discipline-flourishing demacracy. In
the end they will become rubbish.

Grandpa: Isthat so, Maung Ka Lu?

Lu: More than that, Grandpa.

Trandation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 26-2-2008
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Lt-Gen Kyaw Win attends cash donation for ...

(frompage 1)
new school building at thetown hall in Muse yesterday

Chairman of Muse District Peace and Devel-
opment Council U Kyi Winreported on progressof the

morning. district and the commander gave a supplementary re-
Lt-Gen Myint Swe attends ceremony...
(from page 1) sion is occurring in 14 | itsingtitutional capacityas | trend in the HIV preva-

accreditation of the Na-
tional Health Laboratory
as the National Influenza
Centreand also marksthe
success of the Ministry of
Health anditsendeavours
to uplift the health status
of our people.

I would like to
statethat Avian Influenza
H5N1 has been occurring
among poultry farms in
61 countries al over the
worldsince 2003 and now
bird to human transmis-

countries including
Myanmar.
With the emer-

gence of H5N1 avian in-
fluenza infection among
human, thereisaneed for
strengthening of National
Influenza Surveillance
System which is surveil-
lance for cases of severe
pneumoniaand influenza
likeillness.

In Myanmar, the
National Health Labora-
tory has been upgrading

well as professiona ca-
pacity with the support
from WHO and National
Instituteof InfectiousDis-
eases(NIID)inTokyo, es-
pecially promoting thevi-
rology section.

I would like to
briefly touch uponthesitu-
ationandresponsetoHIV
and AIDSand Tubercul o-
sis in Myanmar. One of
the achievements in re-
sponseto HIV and AIDS
includes the declining

lenceinthe country: from
1.5%in 2000t0 0.7% in
2007.

Regarding Tuber-
culosis Control pro-
gramme, DOTS strategy
was introduced in 1997
and expanded to al 325
townships by 2003. |
would like to state that
Myanmar National TB
Control Programme has
achieved the Global TB
target of 85% cure rate
and 70% case detection
rate.

Regional Direc-
tor of WHO SEA Region
Dr Samlee
Plianbangchang made a
speech and presented ac-
creditation and the tacti-
cal programme2008-2011

' | which will be carried out

by the Ministry of Health
and WHO to Deputy Di-

port.

After hearing the report, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
attended the needs and made a speech. At the donation
ceremony, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win accepted K 20 million
donated by U Myat Zin-Daw HlaYin (MaCho Store)
and K 1 million each by U Myint Than-Daw Cho Cho
Lwin and U San Win-Daw Nang Loung Hkam. On
behalf of 100 donors, member of the school board of
trustees U Sai Ba Oo handed over K 8.5 million to the
Commander.

Next, the Township Education Officer spoke
words of thanks. Today donation amounted to K 35.5
million.

Atthebriefing hall of Shweli bridge(Namhkam)
congtruction project site, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win, the Com-
mander and party heard areport on construction of the
bridge presented by Deputy Superintending Engineer U
Win Kyi of Bridge Construction Special Group-16.
After giving instructions, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win viewed
progress of Shweli bridge (Namhkam).

Afterwards, they arrived at Shweli Hydropower
Project site. At the briefing hall, Assistant Director of
No 2 Construction Group U Nay Lin under theMinistry
of Electric Power No 1 presented reports on progress of
the project. Lt-Gen Kyaw Win urged officials to com-
plete the project tasks earlier than the schedule and
inspected construction of the embankment.

Shweli Hydropower Project is being imple-
mented to generate 40.22 million kwh yearly and the
congtructiontasksof theproject hascompleted by 79.48
per cent.

AtMantat Hall of Kutkai Station, Lt-GenKyaw
Win met servicemen and family membersof the station
and presented gifts to them. — MNA

Minister U Aung Kyi receives Mr Kari
Tapiola, Executive Director of I nternational
Labour Organization.— MNA

L abour Minister receives

Executive Director of ILO

Nay Pvi Taw, 26 Feb — Minister for Labour
U Aung Kyi received Executive Director Dr Kari
Tapiolaand party of International L abour Organization
(ILO) at his office, here, this morning.

They discussed the actvities for continuous
cooperation between the government of the Union of
Myanmar and the ILO.

TheILO officials also called on the Working
Group for Prevention Against Forced Labour led by
Deputy Minister for Labour Brig-Gen Tin Tun Aung at
the Ministry of Labour, here.

They discussed implementation of the Order
No 1/99 and the Order Supplementing Order No 1/99
issued by the Ministry of Home Affairsnot to practise
requisitionof forced|abour and the Directiveissued by
the State Peace and Development Council on 1
November 2000 for prohibiting the requisition of
forced labour. In addition, they reviewed progressin
implementing the supplementary agreement signed by
Myanmar and the ILO on 26 February 2007. As
Myanmar has pledged to eradicate the activities of
forcedlabour, itwasagreedtoextend thesupplementary
understanding for another one year.

MNA
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rector-General Dr Win
Myint.

Lt-Gen Myint
Sweof theMinistry of De-
fence unveiled the sign-
board of the National In-
fluenza Centre and sprin-

kled scented water on it
together with Minister Dr
Kyaw Myint and Deputy
Minister Dr Mya Oo.
Also present on
the occasion were ambas-
sadors and embassy staff

of foreign missions, WHO
Resident Representative
Prof Adik Wibowo and
officials, responsible per-
sons of UN agencies, de-
partmental officials and
guests. — MNA

Takaw Sluice Gate inaugurated in

Thongwa Township..

(from page 16)

The sluice gate will contribute to cultivation
of double or triple crops of monsoon and summer
paddy and beansand pulsesin 11 villagesof theregion.
The government has spent K 193.9 million on con-
struction of the dluice gate. Therefore, locals are to
participateinthetasksfor safeguarding thes uicegate.

On behalf of the locals, Dr U Myint Thein
expressed words of thanks.

The Commander unveiled the signboard of
the dluice gate and sprinkled scented water on it
together with the minister.

Afterwards, the Commander and the Minister

opened the gate and inspected it.

At the briefing hall, they heard reports by
officials concerned on benefits of the gate. L ater, they
calledthepeoplefor regional devel opmentsand boost-
ing of production through double crops.

The concrete Takaw sluice gate was built on
Takaw Creek. It has 21 valves measuring 6 feet by 16
feet each. The inlet channel run 1,085 feet and the
outlet one, 500 feet.

Thanks to completion of the gate, the local
people will enjoy fruits of agriculture and transport
sectors.

Thegatebenefits15,000 acresof land. — MNA

Drilling of test oil well No 1 ShwePyi Thit launched ...

(from page 16)

Next, Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi, Chinese
Ambassador to Myanmar Mr Guan Mu and Vice
President Mr Zhou Shou Shouwei of CNOOC had
made speeches and formally opened the launching
ceremony.

Afterwards, the minister pressed abutton to
launch drilling of test oil well. After inspecting the
drilling platform, the minister and guests posed for
a documentary photo. At the briefing hall of the
drilling platform, Mr Li Mingde briefed theminister
on prospects of block No M-10 and tasks to be

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

carried out for drilling the test well and progressin
exploring oil and gas in the blocks of inland and
offshore of CNOOC Company.

After hearing the reports, the minister dis-
cussed matters of exploration of oil and gas with
officials concerned. Next, the minister gave in-
structionsontimely completionof drilling oil wells.

Mottama offshore block No M-10 is located
south east of Y adana natural gas ail field and north of
Y etagun natural gasfield. The CNOOC Company will
then drill No 1, 2 and 3 in the open season.

MNA
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A camera man films an art piece entitled
‘Wish Tree' created by Japan artist Yoko
Ono inside the ‘Mobile Art’ exhibition in
Hong Kong, on 26 Feb, 2008. ‘Mobile
Art,” isatraveling exhibition featuring
pieces by 20 contemporary artists, in
which all of the works are inspired by the
iconic Channel quilt bag. The exhibition
will begin in Hong Kong on 27 Feb, and
will then travel around the world to To-
kyo, New York, London, Moscow, and
Paris. —INTERNET
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Images of the Day
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Skilled craftsmen examine a nearly finished bamboo model of the “ Bird's Nest,” also
known asthe Beijing National Stadium, at a Hangzhou tourism site, in eastern
China’s Zhegjiang Province, on 24 Feb, 2008. This one-twentieth scale model of the
“Bird’'s Nest” required nearly one thousand bamboo branches and about two weeks to
make. —XINHUA

A two-headed Greek turtle named Janusis seen at the Natural
History Museum in Geneva on 5 Sept, 2007. —XINHUA
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A pair of intimate parrots enjoy earl ‘spring at Hongshan wild
zoo in Nanjing, capital of east China’'s Jiangsu Province,
on 24 Feb, 2008. —XINHUA

-

Britons dither over fixing car faults

LonDON,26 Feb—
Over 23millionmotorists

reasons for ignoring car
defects, with 10 per cent of

inBritaindelay repairing
their cars despite
knowing they have a
fault, according to a
survey released on
Monday.

Thepoall foundathird
Lorf drivers cited financial

motoristscontinuingtodrive
until their vehices MOT
was due. Nearly hdf of
respondents preferred to
spend money on clothes or
book holidays than fix a
faulty car.

Over 24 million

motorists did not
understand themeaning of
warning symbols on the
car dashboard and nearly
half of all drivers— 49 per
cent ignored an
“emergency” flashinglight
because they were unable
to decipher its meaning.
MNA/Reuters

Gene discovery may lead to
baldness drugs

new

LonDoN, 26 Feb—
Researchers have
identified agenelinked to
hair lossthat could lead to
new drugstotreat baldness.

The gene is
responsible for a rare
hereditary formof hairloss
known as Hypotrichosis

simplex, a condition
affecting one in 200,000
people, in which people
begin going bald in
childhood, theresearchers
reported in the journal
Nature Genetics.
“Thereisavery good
chance of developing a

therapy to treat hair loss
based on this finding,”
thestudy’ sleader Regina
Betz, aresearcher at the
Institute of Human
Genetics, said in a
telephone interview on
Monday.

MNA/Reuters

27-2-08 NL 11

9/3/18, 04:24 PM



12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Wednesday, 27 February, 2008

ADUERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV VASCO DA GAMA VOY NO (VDG-087)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV VASCO DA
GAMA VOY NO (VDG-087) are hereby natified that
the vessel will be arriving on 27.2.2008 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it
will lieat the consignee’ srisk and expensesand subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto 4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessal.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SINTERASIA LINESPTE
LTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

TRADE MARK
CAUTION NOTICE
PBS Fashion Co., Ltd, a
company organized under
the laws of THAILAND
and having its principal of-
fice at 78-80,Y enchit Road,
Toongwatdon, Sathorn,
Bangkok 10120, Thailand
is theowner and sole pro-
prietor of the following

Trademark:-

N Korea says US-South
drill could hurt N-talks

SeouL, 25 Feb—North Korea has criticized ajoint
military drill between the United States and the South,
saying the exercise will harm six-way talks for
Pyongyang's denuclearization, the official media
reported on Sunday.

The six-party negotiations, in which two Koresas,
theUnited States, China, Japanand Russiaareinvolved,
have been stymied by North Korea' sfailureto meet a
31 December deadline to declare dl its nuclear
programmes.

South Korea and the United States plan to hold
military drills from 2 March to 7 March, a Seoul
Defence Ministry official said.

“The projected joint military war exercise of the US
runs counter to the six-party talks. Through the
adventurous nuclear test war exercise the US
warmongers intend to pose a serious menace to the
DPRK and spoil the atmosphere for dialogue,” the
official KCNA news agency quoted an article of the
official Rodong Sinmun as saying.

TheNorth' sofficial nameistheDemocratic People's
Republicof Korea. “ Their aimistoigniteawar against
the north when a chance presentsitself, while wasting
time under the pretext of the six-party talks. Levelling
agun at dialogue partner whiletalking about dialogue
and improved relations is an act contrary to common
sense and diplomatic practice,” said the newspaper

POLICE

INTERNATIONAL

Reg. No. 4/6358/2007
Used in respect of:-
Articles of clothing, namely
shirts, t-shirts, polo shirts,
singlet, underwear, pants,
trousers, shorts, jeans, jack-
ets, belts, caps, shoes, socks.
Any unauthorized use,
imitation,infringements or
fraudulent intentions
of the above mark will
be dealt with according to
law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun
B.A (LAW) LL.B,LL.M (UK)
P.O.Box 109, Ph: 723043
(For. Domnern Somgiat &
Boonma, Attorneysat Law,
Thailand.)

Dated: 27 February, 2008

TRADEMARK CAUTION
EF English First B.V., a
company incorporated in the
Netherlands, and having its
registered office at |jsbaanpad
2, 1076 CV Amsterdam, the
Netherlands, is the owner and
proprietor of the following
Trademark:

@? QE’ Fg%gt/fsh

Myanmar Reg. No. 4/836/1998
(9 March 1998)
in respect of “Recording discs,
diskettes, tapes, videos, CDs,
cassettes and computer
software; all relating to
education and training" in
Class 9; and
"Printed matter, including
books and other teaching and
instructional material" in
Class 16.”
U Than Maung, Advocate
For EF English First B.V.,
C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd
Unit 701/702 Traders Hotel

Yangon, Union of Myanmar,
than.maung@kcpartnership.com
Dated 27 February 2008

Amazon nuts help fuel
first biofuel airline flight

Lonpon, 26 Feb— Nuts picked from Amazon
rainforests helped fuel the world’s first commercial
airline flight powered by renewabl eenergy on Sunday.

A Virgin Atlantic jumbo jet flew from London to
Amsterdam with one of itsfuel tanksfilled with abio-
jet blend including babassu palm oil and coconut ail.

“Today marks a vital breakthrough for the whole
airlineindustry,” Virginfounder Richard Bransontold
reportersin a hangar at Heathrow airport prior to the
flight’ s departure.

Many scientistsbelieveso-called second generation
biofuels, which could be made from products such as
municipal waste, will provide more substantial
environmental benefits without competing with food
cropsfor land. Thebiofuelsblend onthe Virginflight
contained 20 per cent neat biofuel and 80 per cent
conventional jet fuel.

Branson said tests had shown it was possibleto fly
with a 40-per-cent blend.

Branson, whose Virgin Group business spans an
airline, a rail service, drinks, hotels and leisure, has
committed to spending al the profitsfrom hisairline
andrail businessto combat globa warming by cutting
carbon emissions. —MNA/Reuters

Kurdish rebelssay Turkish helicopter shot down

ZakHu (Irag), 25 Feb—
KurdishPKK guerillassaid
on Sunday they had shot
down a Turkish Cobra
attack helicopter during
clashesinnorthern Iragon

Iraq’s Kurdsvow to defend

article, according to KCNA. — MNA/Reuters

themselves against Turkey

ZakHu (Irag), 25 Feb—Angered by heavy shelling
and aerial bombardments, Kurds in northern Irag's
mountainous provinces vowed to defend themselves
against Turkish attacks on Sunday, and accused
Turkey’ stroops of targeting their villages.

Turkish troops backed by warplanes and artillery
crossed into Irag's largely autonomous northern
Kurdistan region last Thursday, to rout Kurdish
separatist rebelswho have hideoutsin the mountains
from which they launch attacksin southern Turkey.

As Turkish forces pressed on with the incursion on
Sunday, pickup trucks and minibuses full of Iraqi
Kurdish Peshmerga security forceswerepatrollingthe
region’s snow-covered mountain roads.

MNA/Reuters

Saturday. “At 6 pm (1500
GMT) yesterday, our
fighters shotdowna Cobra
helicopter,” Ahmed Dan-
ees, head of foreign
relationsfor the separatist
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK), told Reuters by
telephone. He gave no
detail sof casudtiesbut said
more information would
be released | ater.

On Saturday, Danees

said PKK fighters had
killed 22 Turkish soldiers
sinceTurkey beganacross-
border offensiveintolrag's
largely autonomous Kur-

distan region on Thursday
evening.
Turkey’'s  military

General Staff said in a
statement on its website
that only seven Turkish
troops had been killed.
MNA/Reuters

Geneva votesto ban smoking in public places

GENEVA, 26 Feb—Geneva, home to the United
Nations' European headquarters and scores of banks
catering to the very rich, will ban smoking in public
places following a referendum on Sunday, the Swiss
news agency ATS said.

Some 79 per cent of votersin Switzerland' s second-
largest city supported the prohibition, which the local
government said it would quickly put in place, ATS
said.

MNA/Reuters

Uruguay policearrest Mexican smugglers

MonTevipeo, 25 Feb—
Uruguayan police seized
142kilosof cocainevaued
a 15 million US dollars
and arrested 11 drug
smugglers Friday, Uru-
guayan newspaper El Pais
reported Sunday.

The smugglers included
three Bolivians, two Uru-
guayansand six Mexicans,
Julio Guarteche, the head
of Uruguay's Anti-Drug
Brigade, told the paper.
The Mexicans led an
organization that set up a
front company exporting
meat and fish from the port

27-2-08 NL 12

of Montevideo. Their
exports to Europe and
Mexico included hidden
cocaine. At least oneof the
Mexicanswasintouchwith
Mexican cartel bosses,
Guartechesaid, addingthat
one of the Mexicans
detainedhadbeenfreeddue
to lack of evidence.

“We don’t have the
evidencetoknow thiswell,
but webelievethat thiswas
a large-scale operation,”
said the police officer,
adding that he was sad-
dened by communication
problems with Mexican

authorities.

Crimina judgeAnabdlla
Damasco has ordered the
prosecution of 10 of the
suspectsfor conspiracy, and
the import and trafficking
of drugs. The cocaine had
been brought into Uruguay
by arcraft from Bolivian
Province Santa Cruz, and
was seized in Montevideo.
Thearreststook placeboth
in Montevideo and afarm
in Dolores, arura areain
Soriana Province, 224
kilometres northeast of
Montevideo.

MNA/Xinhua

A Romanian bus lies crashed on the side of the A4 autobahn near S‘chwecha
in Austria’s province of Lower Austria early morning on 25 Feb, 2008.
INTERNET

9/3/18, 04:24 PM
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Chavez jokes with new
Cuba leader, promises help

Caracas, 25 Feb—
Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez chatted,
joked and sang with
Cuba's new leader Raul
Castro on Sunday and
promised to continue
supporting the country
despite the retirement of
his close friend Fidel
Castro.

Raul Castro was named
President of communist

Cuba on Sunday, ending
hisbrother Fidel Castro’'s
49-year rule but keeping
the country on a Com-
munist path.

Soonafter hisacceptance
speechin Cuba’ sNational
Assembly, Raul Castro
spokeby phoneonsocialist
Chavez’'s weekly live
televison show. Chavez
reaffirmed his com-
mitment to Cuba and

denied speculationthat the
two men did not get on
well.

“Nothing is going to
change,” Chavez said
during the call. “I ratify
my commitment to Cuba,
the commitment of the
V enezuel an peopl e, of the
Boalivarian revolution, to
you, toFidel, tothe Cuban
revolution, to the people
of Cuba.”—MNA/Reuters

& R b

| "éfitréj'n"rt‘j'lles out compulsdry
DNA database

LonboN, 25 Feb—DBritain has ruled out introducing
a compulsory DNA database on practical and ethical
grounds, the Home Office (Interior Ministry) said on
Saturday. Last week DNA evidence helped convict a
man who murdered five women in eastern England
and another whokilledamodel, Sally AnneBowman.

The police detective superintendent who led the
Bowman investigation said that had there been a
national DNA register, her murderer could have been
identified within 24 hours.

“There are no government plans to introduce a
universal compulsory, or voluntary, national DNA
database and to do so wouldraisesignificant practical
and ethical issues,” the Home Office said in a
statement.— MNA/Reuters

A vendor carries
chickens at a poultry
market in Guangzhou,
Guangdong Province
on 25 Feb, 2008.
INTERNET
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Malaysian PM Abdullah Ahmad Badawi (R) shows a booklet on hisruling
party’s manifesto for the upcoming general election during itslaunch in
Kuala Lumpur on 26 Feb, 2008 on 26 Feb, 2008. —INTERNET

Bird flu strikesanother Bang

DHaka, 25 Feb—Bird
flu has spread to another
district in Bangladesh
despite massive culling
by authorities to fight the
deadly outbreak, officias
said, bringing the number
of affected districts to 44
out of the country’s 64.

The latest outbreak of
H5N1 avian flu was

detected in  Munshigan;,
60 kilometres (40 miles)
from Dhaka, while the
virusre-emergedinsevera
other districts, livestock
officialssaid on Sunday.

Nearly 911,000 birds
have been culled to fight
thevirussnceMarch 2007,
but it continues to spread
and now covers morethan

adesh district

two-thirds of the
impoverished country of
more than 140 million
people. Bird flu has caused
losses of about 45 billion
taka (650 million US
dollars)tothepoultry sector,
which generatesmorethan
1.8 billion US dollars
annually, industry officials
sad—MNA/Reuters

| nfectious diseases claim
13,000 livesin Chinain 2007

BewinG, 25 Feb—China saw a 22 per-cent rise in
death toll caused by infectious diseases|ast year, with
apeaking 45 per centincreasein cases of HIV/AIDS,
accordingtotheannual epidemicreport released by the
Ministry of Health on Friday.

More than 4.7 million cases of infectious diseases
were reported, up 2.95 per cent on 2006, it said. The
diseases|edtothedeathsof 13,037 people, 2,311 more
than the previous year.

Cases of respiratory tract and blood-borne/sexually
transmitted diseases rose by 3.55 and 6.96 per cent,
respectively, it said.

Scarlet fever and meases were the two respiratory
tractinfectionsto haveregistered the sharpestincrease
in the number of people infected.—MNA/Xinhua
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Thousands of
protesters march
towardsthe
Presidential Palacein
Manila on 26 Feb,
2008, to call for the
ouster of Philippine
President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo.
INTERNET
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Martian surface hints at
groundwater torrents

BelsinGg, 26 Feb—
Scientists said surface
features of the Red Planet
hint at awatery past where
torrents of groundwater
carved out deep canyons,
formed sweeping fans of
sediment and cemented
together huge fault lines,
media reported Tuesday.

“Groundwater probably
played a major role in
shaping many of thethings
we see on the Martian
surface,” said George
Postma, asedimentol ogist
at Utrecht Universityinthe
Netherlands.—Internet

Thisimageisa
composite mosaic of
four polar views of
Mars, taken at
midnight, 6 am, noon,
and 6 pm local Martian
time taken by NASA’s
Mars Reconnaissance
Orbiter spacecraft .
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Egypt
confirms

44th human

bird flu case

Cairo, 25 Feb—The
Egyptian Ministry of
Health confirmed Mon-
day that a four-year-old
girl wasinfectedwithbird
flu virusin Egypt, bring-
ing the number of human
infection caseto 44 inthe
populous Arab country.
The latest case was
detected in El Minya
governorate, Upper
Egypt, some220kmsouth
of the Egyptian capital
of Cairo, Health Ministry
spokesman Abdel Rah-
man Shaheen was quoted
by the official MENA
news agency as saying.

The girl was hospi-
talized for fever on Mon-
day and later moved to
Manshiat al-Bakri hos-
pital in Cairo, said the
report. The Egyptian
government has exerted
more efforts to prevent
further spread of bird flu
sincethefatal viruscaused
four human deathsin less
than a week in late
December, 2007.

Internet
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Panathinaikos go back on

top in Greece

ATHENS, 26 Feb— Panathinaikosreturnedto thetop
of the Greek Super League with a 1-0 win over
Levadiakos on Sunday while Asteras Tripolis parted
company with their Brazilian coach Paulo Campos.

Panathinaikos, who were knocked out of the UEFA
Cup by Rangers in midweek, made heavy weather of
securing the points. The only goa of the game came
after just 12 minuteswhen | oannisGoumas, who scored
with asuperb half-volley against Rangers, added to his
tally with amore trademark header from close range.

The Greenshad numerousother chanceshbut, ashas
been their habit this season, were wasteful in sight of
goal. Panathinaikosnow headthetablewith 49 points,
one more that Olympiakos Piraeus. Three points fur-
ther back are AEK Athenswho managed a 1-O win
over Iraklisin Thessaloniki. — MNA/Reuters

Necaxa, Puebla step up

chaseas Guadalajara dip

Mexico City, 26 Feb—
Necaxaand Pueblanotched
up resounding victorieson
Sunday to closethegap on
Guadalgjaraintheracefor
Mexico's Clausura Cham-
pionship title. Colombian
Hugo Rodallega scored
twice as Necaxa beat Pu-
masUNAM 3-Oaway, with
Angel Reyna scoring the
other.

"We did exactly what
wehad plannedand showed
enough intelligence to get
the result againgt a strong

MaNcHesTER (England), 26 Feb—
Everton piledthepressureontoLiver-
pool inthebattlefor next season'sfinal
Champions League spot with a con-
vincing 2-0 win over Manchester City
on Monday.

First-half goals from Aiyegbeni
Y akubu and Joleon Lescott ensured
David Moyes side came away from
the City of Manchester stadium with
three points which lifted them back
into thetop four at the expense of their
Merseysiderivals.

Thewinalso sent Evertonsix points
clear of Manchester City and, on this
evidence, Sven Goran Eriksson's side
will struggle to get their own bid to

(Everton closein on Champions L eague spot )

latered card, were apal eimitation of the
side that beat Manchester United at Old
Trafford in their last league outing and
Everton could havebeen ahead after only
SiX minutes.

Internet

Injured Ivanovic confident of

competing in Dubai

Dusal, 26 Feb— World number two
Ana lvanovic is confident she can re-
cover from an ankle injury in time to
compete in this week's Dubai Cham-
pionships.

TheAustralian Openrunner-upwith-
drew from the Qatar Open last week
after falling during her second round
match. However ,after intensive treat-
ment, the Serb was ready to take to the
practise court on Monday. "It's much
better. Now | canwalk without any pain
and that's definitely abonus," Ivanovic

'\‘
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team who wer Erunners-up | | join Europe's elite back on track. Manchester City's Mwaruwari
last year,” said Necaxa| | City, who finished the match with ~ Benjani (C) istackled by Everton's
coach Salvador Reyes. ten men after Martin Petrov received a Joseph Yobo.—INTERNET
MNA/Reuters | \- J
Goalkeeper banned for Juventus demand
15 monthsfor dapping referee | action over referees

China’'s Wang Hao returns a shot to

Romania’ sConstantin Cioti duringthe

men’ spreliminariesof theWorld Team

Table Tennis Championships in Chi-

na’'s southern city of Guangzhou
on 25 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

told reporters. "I had lots of treatment
andlotsof sleeplessnights. | hadtokeep
waking uptoiceit throughthenight, but
it definitely helped my foot to recover
faster. —MNA/Reuters

Japan beats Chinato claim
titleat EAFF Women's C'ship

CHONGQING, 26 Feb — Japan was
crowned at the 2008 EAFF Women's
Championshipafter downing host China
3-0at theY ongchuan SportsCentrehere
on Sunday .

The visitors enjoyed a flying start
with their forward Shinobu Ohno driv-
inghomealow passfromY uki Nagasato,
who capitalized a through ball on the
right flank to beat Chinas defending
force in the 18th minute.

The Nadeshiko extended their mar-
ginthreeminutesbeforethesecond half.
Playmaker Homare Sawa's long range
shot wasbl ocked by thebar before Ohno
used her chest to rebound the ball into
the open gate.

With only onemis-targeted shotinthe
first half, China substituted a midfielder
with a forward to strengthen attacking
when the game resumed. But their hope
to equalize the score was ruined 10 min-
utes into the second half. The in-form
Ohno swung in a pinpoint cross to find
Nagasato inthefar post, whose powerful
header put their throne-taking triumph
beyond doubt. — MNA/Xinhua

27-2-08 NL 14

Sharapova seals second

title of year in Doha

DoHa, 26 Feb — Maria Sharapova
claimed her second title of the year and
the 18th of her career when she defeated
unseeded Vera Zvonareva 6-1, 2-6, 6-
0 in an dl-Russian final at the Qatar
Open on Sunday. The Australian Open
champion, who extended her unbeaten
run this year to 14 matches, lost to
Zvonarevaintheir last meeting at Indian
Wells 11 monthsago and after dominat-
ing the opening set once again found
herself in trouble against her former top
ten opponent.

"I had areally slow start,” Sharapova
told reporters. "'l waskind of sleepingin
the beginning of the match. | had to get
myself going somehow and | did, and |
played redlly, really well." Playingina
packed 5,000-seat stadium, fourth seed
Sharapova made a dreadful start, drop-
ping the opening gameto love.

But she repaired the situation imme-
diately, levelling at 1-1 and then over-
whelming her opponent with her deep
groundstrokes and powerful forehand.

Moving with increasing fluency, her
aggressive play forced a number of er-
rorsfrom Zvonarevaand alowed her to
break twice more for the set, and it
appeared asif shewould continue on to
an easy victory. But the second set saw
a complete reversal.— MNA/Reuters

SvDNEY, 26 Feb — Central Coast goal-
keeper Danny Vukovic has been banned
for 15 months for manhandling referee
Mark Shield in Sunday's Australian A-

League grand final loss to Newcastle.

The Football Federation of Australia
(FFA) disciplinary committee found
V ukovicguilty of violent conduct onMon-
day after he appeared to slap Shield'shand

in the final minute of the match.

The suspension was reduced to nine
months with the remaining six months to
be served under probation, meaning
Vukovicwill beeligibletoresumeplaying

in the A-League in November.

"If Vukovic re-offendsin the 12 month
period after 24 November 2008, hewill be
required to servetheremaining six months
of his 15 month suspension (in addition to
any new sanction),” the FFA said in a

statement.

The ban only relates to the A-League
but the FFA are considering extendingitto
al matches, ruling Vukovic out of this
year's Beijing Olympics, where he was

expected to represent Australia.

Theincident occurred as Central Coast
players began remonstrating with Shield
when hefailed to award them apenalty for
ablatant handball by Newcastlemidfiel der

James Holland.— MNA/Reuters

MiLan, 26 Feb — Juventus have
written to the Italian football federa-
tion and the referees association de-
manding that action be taken to im-
prove the performance of officials af-
ter recent controversia incidents. Juve,
thirdin SerieA, lost 2-1 at Regginaon
Saturday after conceding a debatable
penalty in stoppage time. Claudio
Ranieri'ssidefelt especially aggrieved
after having three strong penalty ap-
peals of their own turned down.

"Juventus again asks the federa-
tiontotakeimmediateactionto clean

up a seriously compromised situa-
tion. We need to rediscover faith in
refereesand reinvigorate Italian foot-
ball," said the letter which was pub-
lished on Juventus' website
(www.juventus.com) on Sunday.
MNA/Reuters

Arsenal says Eduardo

should makefull recovery

LonDoN, 26 Feb— Arsenal striker
Eduardo da Silva should make a full
recovery after fracturing hisleftfibula
and didocating his ankle against Bir-
mingham City at the weekend, the
Premier Leagueleaders said on Mon-
day. TheBrazilian-born Croatiainter-

Japan’s Fukuoka Harunareturnsa
shot against Netherlands' Timina
Elena during the World Team Table
Tennis Championship in Guangzhou.
Japan beat the Netherlands 3-1.
NTERNET

9/3/18, 04:24 PM

national wasinjured by atackle from
City defender Martin Taylor afterthree
minutes, with many players visibly
shocked by the extent of the damage.

Eduardounderwent surgery at Selly
Oak Hospital in Birmingham before
beingtransferredtoal ondonhospital
on Sunday.

Despite horrific photographs in
many newspapers showing the play-
er'sfoot dangling at asickening angle,
the extent of theinjury appearsnot as
bad asfirst feared. After consultations
between the club's medical staff and
the orthopaedic surgeon, a tentative
time frame has been put on his recov-
ery —MNA/Reuters




Chrigtian Cemetery.

Adeep in Jesus
U Saw Raleigh
(Ayeyawady)
Aged 80 years
Sonof (U ThaMyaOo+Daw La Htoo) at No
25, Daw HlaPan Street, Ward 2, MayangonTownship,
bel oved husband of (Dr Daw Marjorie Dun), father of
Saw Gay Wah (JSM)+Naw Hsa Gru and grandfather
of Naw Sar Gay Mu+KoMinThant Oo, Saw HsaL aw
Laand Naw HsaLer Bwe, U Saw Raleigh peacefully
passed away at 3.30 pmon Tuesday (26-2-2008). The
memoria service will be held a Thamaing Kayin
Baptist Church at 9 am on Thursday (28-2-2008) and
theremainswill beentombedat Y ayway KayinBaptist

Bereaved Family
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Archeologigsfind 5,500 year old
plazain Peru

Lima, 26 Feb — A
circular plaza built 5,500
years ago has been
discovered in Peru, and
archeologists involved in
the dig said on Monday
carbon dating shows it is
oneof theoldest structures
everfoundintheAmericas.

A team of Peruvian
and German archeologists
uncoveredtheplaza, which
was hidden beneath

kUS DemocratscriticizeM cCain over
campaign finance

Rocky River (Ohio), 26 Feb — The Democratic Party asked the US

Government on M ondaytoinvestigatewhether Republican presidential candidate
John M cCain hasviolated campaign-finance laws by exceeding spending limits

he agreed tolast year.
InalettertotheFedera

Election Commission, the
Democratic National
Committee said McCain
hasprobably surpassedthe
roughly 50-million-US-
dollar limit he agreed to
observe when he applied
forpublicfundinglastyear.

McCain, the front-
runner for the Republican
nomination to contest
November's presidential
election should not be
allowed to withdraw from

the public-funding system
now that henolonger needs
it, the DNC argued.
“Heintendsto smply
ignoreandfloutthelaw,” it
said. “Senator McCain is
not free to do that without
the Commission’s
approval.”
Atacampaignstopin
suburban Cleveland,
McCain noted that Dem-
ocratic committee Chair-
man Howard Dean had
similarly withdrawn from

the system when hewas a
presidential candidate in
2004.

“What we're doing is
exactlywhat Howard Dean
did in the previous eec-
tion,” the Arizona Senator
sad.

The DNC said Dean
obtained permission from
theFEC beforeleavingthe
public funding system,
which was set up in the
1970s after the Watergate
scanda.— MNA/Reuters

another  piece  of
architecture at the ruins
known as Sechin Bgjo, in
Casma, 229 miles (370
kilometres) north of Lima,
the capital.

“It's an impressive
find, the scientific and
archeology communities
arevery happy,” saidCesar
Perez,thescientistat Peru's
National Institute of
Culturewhosupervisedthe
project. “This could
redesign the history of the
country.”

Prior to the discovery
at Sechin Bgjo,
archeologistsconsderedthe
ancient Peruvian citadel of
Card tobeoneof theoldest
intheWesternHemisphere,
at about 5,000 years.

Scientists say Card,
located a few hours drive
from Sechin Bgo, wasone
of sx placesintheworld—
aong with Mesopotamia,
Egypt, China, India and
Mesoamerica — where
humans started living in
cities five thousand years
ago. —MNA/Reuters
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Tuesday, 26 February, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 9:30
hoursM ST: Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been isolated in Kachin State and
Taninthayi Division, weather havebeenpartly cloudyin
Mon and Kayin Statesupper Sagaing Divisionand gen-
erdly fair in the remaining areas. Night temperatures
were (5°C)  below February average temperaturesin
ChinandKayah States, (3°C)to (4°C) below February
average temperatures in  Rakhine and Kayin States,
Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisionsand about February
average temperaturesin the remaining States and Divi-
sions. The significant night temperatureswere Loilem
and Namhsan (2°C) each, Haka (3°C). Thenoteworthy
amount of rainfall recorded wasK awthoung (0.27) inch.

Maximum temperature on 25-2-2008 was 97°F.
Minimum temperature on 26-2-2008 was 62°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 26-2-2008
was 68%. Total sunshine hours on 25-2-2008 was
(8.8) hours approx.

Rainfall on 26-2-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(5) mph from Northeast at (16:30) hours MST on
25-2-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand South Bay and generdly fair else-
wherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 27-2-2008:
Possibility of isolated rainor thundershowersinKachin,
Eastern Shan States and Taninthayi Division, weather
will bepartly cloudy in MonandKayin States, Sagaing
and Mandalay Divisonsand generdly far in there-
maining States and Divisions. Degree of certainty is
(40%).

State of the sea: Seas will be dight to moderate
in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Continuation
of isolated rain or thundershowersarelikely in extreme
Southern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 27-2-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 27-2-2008: Generdly fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 27-2-2008: Partly cloudy.
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' Takaw Sluice Gate inaugur ated in
\ Thongwa Township )

NAY Pyi Taw, 26
Feb—Takaw SuiceGate,
built by Construction-6 of
Irrigation Department,
was inaugurated near

Takaw Village in
Thongwa Township this
morning.

In his address,
Chairman of Yangon Di-

vision Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Mgj-Gen Hla Htay
Win said that Takaw

Drilling of test oil well No 1 Shwe Pyi Thit
launched at M ottama offshore

Y ANGON, 26 Feb
— Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Lun Thi to-
gether with Chinese Am-
bassador to Myanmar Mr
GuanMu, VicePresident
Mr Zhou Shou Shouwei
of China National Off-
shore Oil Corporation
(CNOOC), Managing
Director U Myint Htay
of Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise and officials
concerned attended acer-
emony to launch drilling

of test oil well No 1
Shwe Pyi Thit at
block No M-10 of
Mottama Offshore this
morning.

Chairman of
CNOOC (Myanmar) Lim-

ited Mr Li Mingde and

officials extended greet-

ingswhentheminister and

party arrived on the drill-

ing platform Non Hai-2

(Semi-Submersible).
(See page 10)

Sluice Gatewasthe 208th
irrigation facility of its
kind throughout the na-
tion and the 18th in
Y angonDivision. Aspart
of carrying out the
greeningtasksfor 30-mile
radius of Yangon Inter-
national Airport, canals
are being dredged to sup-
ply surpluswater fromir-
rigation facilities in the
east part of Bago Yomato
farmlands in Thanlyin,
Kyauktan, Thongwa and
Kayan townships through

Moeyungyi Lake, Bago-
Sittoung Canal and Kayan
Creek. In doing so,
Shwehlay and Kayan
duicegateswill control the
water from canal sfor sup-
plying water to 55,000
acres of farmlands in
Kayan, Thongwa and
Thanlyin townships.
Takaw Sluice Gateisone
of the tasks for greening
30-mileradius of Yangon
International Airport. In
conclusion, the com-
mander urgedthosepresent

to maintain the duice gate
for its durability.

Minister for Ag-
riculture and Irrigation
Maj-Gen Htay Oo deliv-
ered an address. He said
that Takaw Sluice Gate
was built with a view to
preventing floodsinrainy
season, drawing out water
from the wetland after
rainy season, protecting
against salty water insum-
mer and controlling fresh
water in the region.

(See page 10)
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