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Myanmar and Russian Heads of State, Heads of
Government and Foreign Ministers exchange felicitations
on occasion of Sixtieth Anniversary of Establishment of
Diplomatic Relations between Myanmar and Russia

N 7

NAY Pvi Taw, 18 Feb—On the occasion of the Sixtieth Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between the Union of Myanmar and the

Russian Feder ation, the following messages of felicitations wer e exchanged between the Heads of Sate, the Heads of Gover nment and the Ministersfor Foreign
Affairs of the two countries.

M essage from His Excellency Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peaceand |, Message from HisExcellency Mr Vladimir V Putin, Presi-

Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, to His Excellency Mr Vladimir V Putin, | dent of the Russian Federation to His Excellency Senior

President of the Russian Federation. General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and
Excellency, Development Council of the Union of Myanmar.
On the auspicious occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic | Esteemed Mr Chairman,
Relations between the Union of Myanmar and the Russian Federation, | have great pleasure in Please accept sincere congratul ations on the occasion
extending to Your Excellency, and through you to the people of the Russian Federation, our | of the 60th Anniversary of the Establishment of Diplomatic
heartfelt congratulations and best wishes. Relations between the Russian Federation and the Union of
The Union of Myanmar and the Russian Federation have maintained friendly relations| Myanmar.
sinceweestablished diplomaticrel ationsin 1948. Thebondsof friendship and cooperation between These six decades were marked by true friendship,
our two countries have flourished over the past six decades. mutual respect and multidimensional cooperation. | am confi-

In this new millennium there are many challenges that both our countrieshaveto face. It | dent that fruitful interaction will bethe basisfor further devel-
isour sinceredesiretojointly work withtheRRussian Federationinresolvingthecommonchallenges | opment of bilateral relations, broadening of contacts and
bilaterally as well as multilaterally, in the spirit of mutual understanding, confidence and active |  strengthening of mutual understanding between the peopl es of
cooperation. | firmly believe that our common endeavours would assist usin our quest for peace, | our multinational countries.

security and prosperity not only among us but also the region as awhole. | wish you, Mr Chairman, good health and successin
May | takethisopportunity to convey my personal best wishesfor Y our Excellency’ sgood | implementation of large-scale political changes, as well as
health and success and for the continued progress and prosperity of the Russian Federation. well-being and prosperity to all citizens of Myanmar.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. (See page 2)

Prime Minister General Theln Seln inspects
regional development tasksin Rakhine State

People of Rakhine State to strive for development of the whole state making
use of natural resources plus good opportunities created by the government

NAY Pyi Taw, 17 Feb — Prime Minister General | morning and arrived at Sittway Airport at 9.15 am. ern Command M gj-Gen Maung Shein, Brig-Gen Than
Thein Sein accompanied by Mg-Gen Khin Zaw of the PrimeMinister General Thein Seinand party were | Tun Aung of Sittway Station, senior military officers
Ministry of Defence, ministers, deputy ministers and | welcomed at theairport by Chairman of Rakhine State | and departmental heads.
departmental headsl|eft hereby air for Sittway yesterday | Peaceand Devel opment Council Commander of West- (See page 8)
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~ Prime Minister General Thein Sein inspects runway of Sittay Airport.—mnAa

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Strivefor perpetual
existence of flora and fauna

Myanmar isblessedwithbio-diver sity.
A widearray of bio-diver sity can befound on
snowcapped mountains in the far northern
region of Myanmar, in the central Yoma
forestsand thewater s of the nation.

Theexistenceof mountains,landsand
natural forests contributes a lot to wildlife,
flora and fauna and marine resources.
Systematic measures are being taken for
conservation of natural resources such as
forests, landsand minerals.

Deforestationisamaj or factor causing
global climate change. It hasresulted in soil
deprivation, floods and desertification.

Nowadays, thegover nmentisstriving
for conservation of forestsin order to bring
about a balanced environment. As a result,
there has emerged over 60,000 square miles
of reserve forests, protected public forests
and sanctuaries.

In the meantime, efforts are being
madefor greeningof BagoY omaandthearid
zone of Upper Myanmar with the extended
establishment of forest plantations and
sanctuaries.

Asthe government is stepping up its
effortsfor greeningof 13districtsforestsare
now thriving in different partsof the zone.

The public should be well aware of
thefact that theexcessiveuseof for est products
plus environmental pollution could cause
adver se effects on the per petual existence of
bio-diversity.

Just as natural resources are
indispensable for human beings it is
incumbent upon theentirenational peopleto
continue conserving forests, endangered
gpecies and flora and fauna. Only then, will
the drive for perpetual existence of natural

-~

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

" Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

r esour ces meet with success.

Filipino
and
Furious
competing
inmen’'s
event of
basketball
tournament.
NLM
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M essage from His Excellency General Thein Sein,
Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar to His
ExcdlencyMr Viktor Zubkov,PrimeMinister of the
Russian Federation

Excellency,

Ontheoccasion of the 60th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between the
Union of Myanmar and the Russian Federation, | have
the pleasure to extend, on behalf of the Government of
theUnion of Myanmar and onmy own, warm congratu-
lationsand best wishesto Y our Excellency and through
you, to the Government and people of the Russian
Federation.

Over the past 60 years since the establishment
of diplomatic relations between our two countries, we
have been able to maintain friendly relations based on
mutua understanding and cooperation.

Welook forward toworking closely with Y our
Excellency to further consolidate and developtheexist-
ing friendly relations through frequent contacts and
exchange of visitsbetween leaders of our two countries
as well as officids at various levels and to enhance
cooperation in the areas of mutua interestsin the spirit
of equality and mutual benefit.

Weareconfident that theexistingtiesof friend-
ship nurtured and mai ntai ned between our two countries
will befurther strengthened in the yearsto come.

Please accept, Excellency, the renewed assur-
ances of my highest consideration.

Myanmar and Russian Heads of State, Heads of Gover nment...
(frompage 1)

M essage from HisExcellency Mr Viktor Zubkov,
Prime Minister of the Russian Federation to His
Excellency General Thein Sein, PrimeMinister of
the Union of Myanmar

Esteemed Mr Prime Minister,

Please accept my sincere congratulations
on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between
the Russian Federation and the Union of
Myanmar.

| highly appreciate the years of experi-
ence of fruitful cooperation between our coun-
tries in various fields. | hope for continuation of
close interaction between the Governments of
Russia and Myanmar with aim of further enhanc-
ing and diversification of Russia-Myanmar rela-
tions, especially in trade and investment sectors,
for the well-being and prosperity of Russian and
Myanmar people.

| wish you, Mr Prime Minister, good
health, personal happiness and success in your
important position.

M essage from HisExcelency U Nyan Win, Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairsof the Union of Myanmar to
His Excellency Mr Sergey V Lavrov, Minister of
Foreign Affairsof the Russian Federation
Excellency,

On thisauspicious occasion of the 60th Anni-
versary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
between the Union of Myanmar and the Russian
Federation, | wouldliketo convey to Y our Excellency
my sincere best wishes and warmest felicitations.

For the past 60 years, successive national
leaders have maintained friendly relations based on
mutual understanding and cooperation. It is our
bounden duty to continue with utmost efforts to
promotetherel ations existing between thetwo coun-
tries.

| am fully convinced that this memorable
event will generate momentum to elevate the existing
cordial and cooperative relations between our two
countries to a higher level on a firm basis of true
friendship, mutual respect and profound understand-
ing.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of

my highest consideration.

M essagefrom HisExcellency Mr SergeyV Lavrov,
Minister of Foreign Affair sof theRussian Feder a-
tion to His Excellency U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar
Esteemed Mr Minister,

| cordialy congratulate you on the occa-
sion of the 60th Anniversary of the Establishment
of Diplomatic Relations between the Russian Fed-
eration and the Union of Myanmar.

| am glad to acknowledge the substantial
contribution that our foreign services traditionally
make to strengthen historical friendly ties between
our countries and nations. | am confident that the
further deepening of our interaction in al direc-
tions, and on international arena as well meets the
interests of people of Russiaand Myanmar and con-
stitutes as important aspect of safeguarding peace
and security in Asia-Pacific Region.

| wish you, Mr Minister, good health, well-
being and success in your important activity for the
good of Myanmar people.

MNA

Horizon League Basketball
Tour nament continues

YaNcon, 17 Feb — The Horizon League
Basketball Tournament for 2007-08 jointly organized
by Myanmar Basketball Federation and Horizon
International Education Center continued at
Kyaikkasan Gymnasium here this afternoon.

In the competitions, WHO passed through
Shadows20-0points; BlueBoy wonover Last Vampire

8/25/18, 02:58 PM

60-35; and Filipino was defeated 66-80 by Furious.
Inthemen’ sevent, KK Sstood top onthetable
with fivewinsin five matches, Cow Boy and Red Star
four wins in four matches each.
In the women’'s event, Kandawglay and Sky
tied at the top position with two winsin two matches.
Thetournament continueson 24 February —VINA



Democr ats accuse Bush of
fanning terrorism fears

WasHINGTON, 17 Feb
— Democratsaccused US
President Bush on Satur-
day of fanning terrorism
fears shamelesdy as he
was about to lose certain
authority to wiretap
foreign suspectswithout a
court warrant.

Bush, for his part,
flailed the Democratic-
controlled House of
Representatives for what
he called putting US
security at risk for political
motivesinanelectionyear.

The Democratic
leaders of the House and
Senate, responding to a
Republican blitz on the
issue, said there should be
no question in anyone's
mind that USintelligence
agencies retainedtheright
to take “all actions
necessary to protect” US
security.  “For anyone to

suggest otherwise is
irresponsible and totally
inaccurate,” Senate
Democratic leader Harry
Reidof NevadaandHouse
Speaker Nancy Pelos of
Cdliforniasaid in a joint
Statement.

Senator Sheldon
Whitehouse of Rhode
Idland, in the Democratic
Party response to Bush's
weekly radio address,
added, “We know this

President dislikes
compromise, but thistime
he hastaken his stubborn
approach too far.”

“He is whipping up
false fears, and creating
artificial confrontation,”
said Whitehouse, aformer
federal prosecutor and
Rhode Island attorney
genera who servesonthe
Senate intelligence and
judiciary committees.

MNA/Reuters
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Kenyans from the

Kikuyu tribe shelter
inside the police
station in Kisumu,
Kenya, as they fear
for their liveson 15
Feb, 2008.

INTERNET

Explosion occurs

WELLINGTON, 17 Feb— Anexplosion
at an Auckland restaurant caused
furniture and debris to be strewn across
the road early Sunday morning, New

Zealand police said.

Police said the explosion, at Cafe
Hasan Baba restaurant in the Auckland
suburb of Howick, occurred just after

restaur ant

resulting fire.

t aAuckland

3:00amlocal time(1400GMT Saturday).
No one was injured in the explosion or

Furniture was spread over anearby
street and cemetery.
Fire safety officers were
investigating the cause of the explosion
and fire—Internet
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Malaysianriotpolicefire
tear gasduringarallyin
Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, on 16 Feb, 2008.
Malaysian police fired
tear gas and chemical-
laced water to break up
an illegal rally Saturday
by ethnic Indians
demanding for racial
equalityaheadof general
elections. — INTERNET

IsLamABAD, 17 Feb —
Thedeathtoll of asuicide
attack in northwestern
Pakistan's tribal area has
risen to 46 on Sunday,
local TV channel DAWN
NEWS reported.

The explosion took
place near the election
office of an independent
candidatein Parachinar of
Kurram tribal agency
Saturday, the report said,
addingthat 46 peoplewere
killedand over 100 others
injured in the attack.

The government has
‘i mposed curfew and

deployed army to
maintain order in
Parachinar after the
suicide attack occurred.
Thepoalitical agent of
KurramAgency Zaheerul
Islam was quoted by the
Associated Press of
Pakistan assayingthat the
People gather
at the site of a 1
suicide car
bomb attack
in Parachanir ’
on 16 Feb,
2008.
INTERNET

Death toll of suicide attack in
Pakistan’stribal arearisesto 46

bomb was planted
in a car parked outside
the election office of
national assembly candi-
date Riaz Hussain Shah.
He was addressing an
election meeting inside
the office when the blast
occurred. —Internet

DAR-Es-SaLaam, 17
Feb — About 2,000
Tanzanians marched
through Tanzania's
capital on Friday and
burned US flags in
protest against a visit
by President George W
Bush.

Chanting “Bush is
an oil thief” and “evil
isnotaforeign policy”,
thedemonstrators, tried

city’s centre to the US
Embassy on its
northern outskirts.
They were
divertedto openground
by a small force of

to march from the |

Tanzanians demonstrate against Bush visit|

police but tore down
US flags erected for
Bush’s visit this

weekend and burned
them.
The police did not

Tanzanians hold pl acards as they demonstrate on
the streets of Dar es Salaam, on 15 Feb,
2008. —INTERNET

intervene and therewas
no violence. The
protesters chanted
“Who is a terrorist?
Bush”.

MNA/Reuters
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Village defence volunteer killed in

Banckok, 17 FeEb—A
village defence volunteer
was killed apparently by
insurgentsinsideateashop
in Thailand’s southern
border province of Pattani
Saturday morning.

Maduanwar Dohing,
32, was killed inside a
teashop in Phorming
villageof Panaredistrict at
7:00 am (2400 GMT),
according to local

8/25/18, 02:58 PM

Thal South

newspaper The Nation's
website.

Police were quoted as
sayingthattwomenarrived
on a motorcycle and
openedfireat Maduanwar,
avillagedefencevol unteer,
andfledonthemotorcycle.

Also on Saturday
morning, a suspected
insurgent was injured
during a gunfight with
soldiers in Narathiwat

Province. The shooting
occurred when about 50
soldiers searched the
province sBorngo village
for suspects.

When the soldiers
approached ahouse, about
five armed men ran out
and fired at the soldiers.
After the insurgents
retreated, soldiersfound a
suspect left behind.

MNA/Xinhua
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A dragon
made of
flowers

decorates

afloat
in the annual

Thailand,
on 4 Feb,
2008.

INTERNET

DPRK urges USto withdraw
forcesfrom South Korea

PvonGyaNg, 16 Feb —
TheDemacratic People’s
Republic of Korea
(DPRK) Friday criticized
the United States for
deploying its Armed
Forces in South Korea,
and urged Washington to
withdraw its troops from
the Korean Peninsula as
soon as possible.

“The US forces
presence in South Korea
poses an actual danger to

ensuring peace on the
Korean Peninsula,” saida
commentary filed by the
official Korean Central
News Agency (KCNA).
“If the United States
truly wants peace and
stability on the Korean
Peninsula, it had better
make a bold decision to
pull itsforcesout of South
Korea at an early date as
this is a touchstone for
showing its will for

peace,” the commentary
added. Around 28,000US
troops are stationed in
SouthKoreainalegacy of
the 1950-53 Korean War,
leaving the two Koreas
technically in a state of
conflict.

The number of
American troopsis set to
declineto 25,000 by 2008
as part of the Pentagon’'s
worldwiderealignment of
itsforces—MNA/Xinhua

Tokvyo, 16 Feb —
Protests over a US
Marine srape of aminor
girlinOkinawaPrefecture
continued Friday on the
southern Japanese island,
with ninelocal municipal
assemblies  passing
resolution condemning
the heinous crime.

The assembly of
Futenma, where the
largest US air force base
in the Far East islocated,
demanded aquick finding
of truth of the case and
seriouspunishment forthe
criminal, according to

Japanese media.
It also requested the
USforcesto apologize to

and compensate the
victim, and take effective
measures to  fundamen-
tally prevent similar
incidentsfrom happening
again.

Up to now, a total of
16 local assemblies has
passed documents con-
demning the case.

Representatives of the
Okinawa Prefectural
Assembly gathered in
front of aUSmilitary base
in central Okinawa,

demanding improved
moral education and
stricter discipline for the
troops. In a statement
released earlier intheday,
the Okinawa Lawyers
Association asked the
Japanese and the US
Government comeup with
swiftand concreteplanfor
the realignment and
reduction of Okinawa-
based USforces, and take
radical measures to
prevent fatal crimes
involving US military
personnel.

MNA/Xinhua
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A prot against the alleged rape of a 14-year-old girl in Japan’s southern

island of Okinawa. Japanese prosecutors have said they expected to keep a US
Marine in detention for over two weeks more before deciding whether to bring
charges over allegations he raped a girl of 14.—INTERNET

Pakistan police arrest another
suspect in Bhutto case

IsLAmMABAD, 16 Feb —
Pakistani police arrested
on Friday another suspect
in connection with the
assassination of former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto, a senior police
investigator said.

“Y es, wehavearrested
a suspect and we are
interrogating him,” said
the investigator, who
declined to be identified.

suspect as Abdul Rashid
but declined to give
further details.

PrivateGeo Television
said Rashidwassuspected
of providing “arms and
ammunition” to those
involved in the attack on
Bhutto.

The two-time prime
minister was killed in a
gun and bomb attack in
the city of Rawalpindi on

an electionrally.
Television footage
showed aman firing three
shots from a pistol at
Bhutto moments before a
bomb went off.
Pakistani and US
intelligence officials have
blamed BaitullahMehsud,
ana-Qaeda-linkedmilitant
commander based in a
tribal regionontheAfghan
border, for the assassi-

L ack of kit blamed
for British soldier’s death

Lonpbon, 16 Feb — A
British soldier died after
being sent into combat in
Afghanistanwith alack of
basi cequipment, acoroner
said on Friday.

Captain  James
Philippson of seven
Parachute Regiment Royal
Horse Artillery was shot
in the head in a gunfight
with the Taleban in June
2006. The 29-year-old

first casualty after troops
were deployed to the
violent souther provinceof
Helmand, where the
Taleban remains strong.

Assistant coroner for
Oxfordshire Andrew
Walker said he died after
an unforgiveable “breach
of trust between the
soldiers and those who
govern them”.

The inquest at Oxford

repeatedly complained
about a lack of proper
equipment, in particular
standard night-vision kits.

Four kits had to be
sharedbetweenasmany as
30 men, theinquest heard.

The Taleban were
armed with multiple
rocket-propelled grenade
launchers and other
firepower, it heard.“ They
(thesoldiers) weredefeated
not by theterroristsbut by
the lack of basic equip-
ment,” Walker wasquoted
by the BBC as saying at
the end of the inquest.

He said sending troops
intoacombat zonewithout
basic kit was “unforgive-
able and inexcusable’, he
added. —MNA/Reuters

A woman from the
Kikuyu tribe, displaced
during post-election
violence, carriesa
hatchet at a police
station in Bahati, on the
outskirts of Nakuru,
west of Nairobi, on 15
Feb, 2008. —INTERNET

He identified the | 27 December as she left | nation—MNA/Reuters fromHertfordshirewasthe | heard that troops had
. . . ) - .
US university shooting || A W
death toll risestoseven ||*
WasHiNGTON, 16 Feb — Onemorepersoninjured '
in the shooting rampage at Northern Illinois -
University (NIU) has died in hospital, bringingthe | [ P
total number of thosekilled to seven, theauthorities
said Friday. i v
The shooting took place shortly after 3 pm (2100 ."'.t.; e N y
GMT) Thursday when the gunman, ayoung, White | (= “u
maleall dressed inblack, walked out frombehinda | (- =
screen in a geology class taking place in 600-seat | | ;.: e
lecture hall and opened fire, the university’s || ; , A
president, John Peters, told a Press conference. g b et ~
The gunman fired 20 to 30 shotsat thesome 160 | [ o #
studentssittinginthehall beforekilling himself,he | & =~ K> ‘;.‘!*‘-?"-
. - . i o:"_. "/". r - - .,- . ‘.
(SAd. — MNA/Xinhua ) | T Sirolic (i Dhciad
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Thousands of jobseekers crowd'into the Sﬁri ng job fair held in China

n
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I nternational Exhibition Centrein Beijing on 16 Feb, 2008. The job fair
offers over 20 thousands positions. —INTERNET
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Sinopec buys 64 gas stations from
private Tianfa Group

Beuing, 17 Feb —
Sinopec, the country’s
largest oil refiner, said
on its website on Friday
that its Hubei branch
company incentral China
had signed an agreement
to purchase 64 gas
stationsfrom the private-
owned Hubei Tianfa
Group.

Thetotal assetsof these

stations stood at 140
million yuan (19.51
million US dollars) after
evaluation.

Hubei branch company
of Sinopec hastotal assets
of nearly five billionyuan
and more than 1,800
filling stations.

Founded in 1988,
Tianfa Group is a
conglomerate engaged in

petroleum businesses,
petrochemical develop-
ment, papermaking and

agricultural  by-pro-
ducts.

It is the largest
shareholder of the

Shenzhen-listed Tianfa
Petroleum, the country’s
largest listed private ail
firm.

MNA/Xinhua

US economy “ on the edge”
of arecession

Beling, 16 Feb —
Former Federa Reserve
ChairmanAlanGreenspan
saidtheUSeconomyison
the verge of its first
recession in six years as
faling home values hurt
consumer spending.

“Weareclearly onthe
edge,” Greenspan told a
group of energy-industry
executives at the
Cambridge Energy
Research Associates 27th
annual CERAWeek
conferenceinHouston. He
reiterated comments from
last month that the odds of
an economic contraction
are“50 percent or better”.

Greenspan’'s view has
evolved from a year ago,
whenhesaw aone-in-three
chance of a recession,
citing slowing profit
growth and becoming one
of the first economists to
warnof therisk. Now, Wall
Street firms including
Merrill Lynch & Co and
Goldman Sachs Group
Inc are forecasting a
contraction in the
aftermath of the worst

housing downturn in a
quarter century.

Fed Chairman Ben S
Bernanke, Greenspan’'s
successor, acknowledged
“downside’ risks to the
expansion on Thursday,
while telling lawmakers
he expects growth to pick
up later this year. He
reiterated thecentral bank

economy as needed.
“While we are at stall
speed in the US at the
moment, we haven't yet
seenthediscontinuity that
characterizes recession,”
Greenspan said during a
guestion-and-answer
session on Thursday.
“ American business was
in such extra-good shape

(" Workers preparea
banner ahead of the
Singapore Airshow in
Singapore on 15 Feb,
2008. The Singapore
aviation event, billed as
theworld's second
largest in size after
Paris but smaller than
others such as Dubai
in terms of orders, is
seen as a way for
planemakersto get
access to the fast-
growing Asia-Pacific
aviation industry. The
show will run from 19-

‘-—h..
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CHANGI
EXHIBITION CENTRE

is prepared to take | before this problem hit. 24 Feb. —| NTERNET
“timely” action to aid the Internet | \- : i
i g A\ No law to allow foreigners

/A woman with her baby in arms looks at a lantern
displayed on a square in Fuzhou, capital of south
ChinaisFujian Province on 16 Feb, 2008. —INTERNET

SR \RRT |
\ \ “I\\i..

China-Czech bilateral trade
surges 61.9% in 2007

Belane, 17 Feb —
Bilateral trade volume
between China and the
Czech Republic rocketed
61.9 per cent year on year
t0 9.9 hillion US dollars,
Petr Vavra, the Czech
Embassy in Beijing’s
commercia andeconomic
section head, told Xinhua
on Friday.

The Czech Republic

18-2-08 NL 5

imported goods from
Chinaequaling9.2hillion
US dollars in 2007, up
61.1 per cent compared
with 2006. This figure
accountedfor 7.8 per cent
of thetotal Czechimports
volume.

“China has become an
increasingly important
Czech’s supplier of
machinery and electronic

products as well as
consumer goods,
including shoes, toys and
glasses,” said Vavra.
The Czech Republic’'s
exports to Chinareached
700 million US dollars
last year, up 73.7 per cent
year on year, with atrade
deficit of 8.5 billion US
dollars.
MNA/Xinhua

to buy land in Cambodia

Prnom Penn, 16 Feb—
Cambodia has so far
prepared no law to allow
foreignersto buy land on
their owninthekingdom,
said Prime Minister Hun
Sen on Thursday at a
school inauguration
ceremony in Kampong
Speu Province. “Wehave
never thought and dreamt
to organize draft law to
alow foreigners to buy
land in our country,” he

said. Somepeoplewanted
tocriticizeandtarnishthe
government before the
general election on July
27, by gossiping that the
government is planning
draft law for foreignersto
purchaselandontheirown
in the kingdom, he said.
“1f wehavesuch adraft
law, our neighbouring
countrieswill buy al our
land along the borders,”
he said. — MNA/Xinhua

Havana, 17 Feb
Americanproducerssold
437.5 millionUSdollars
in food to Cubain 2007,
a new peak in value
despite Cuban com-
plaints that the Bush
Administration is
hindering trade.

The main items were
corn, chicken, wheat,
soybean products and
rice, accordingtotheNew
Y ork-based US-Cuba
Trade and Economic
Council, which monitors
trade with Cuba.

Sales of agricultura

8/25/18, 02:58 PM

products to Cuba,
allowed under an
exception to the US
embargo placed on Fidel
Castro’s leftist
government back in
1962, had fallento 340.4
million US dollars in
2006 in a two-year
decline.

Cuba’'s food import
agency Alimport blamed
restrictions introduced
by the Bush Admi-

nistration, such as
demanding Cuban
payment prior to

shipment, for causingUS

US food salesto Cuba hit new peak in 2007

salesto fall from a 2004
peak.

Alimport president
Pedro Alvarez said the
increased value of Cuban
purchaseslast year reflect
higher world food prices,
not greater volume, and
said trade with United
Statesis flat.

Still, thefact isthat the
United States has
remained Cuba's main
supplier of food and farm
products, with sales
totalling 1.99 billion US
dollars since they began
in2001.— MNA/Reuters
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on plans 1o shoot down 3 disabled US. spy satellite before |
€ 10 prevent a potentially deadly leak of toxic gas fro
vehicle's fuel tank, officials sald on Thursday

< Malfunctioned satelite’s fuel tank containg
1

Acgis d
O Carry theee munsihey

An illustration explains how the Pentagon plansto
shoot down a disabled US spy satellite. The United
States pledged on Friday to compensate countries
if debrislands on their territory from a dying US
spy satellite that the Pentagon plans to shoot
down.—INTERNET

USto compensate
countries hit by
satellite debris

GeNEVA, 16 Feb — The United States said on
Friday that it would compensate countries whose
territory might behit by debrisof aninoperableUSspy
satellite that the Pentagon plans to shoot down.

Christina Rocca, US ambassador for disarmament
affairs, said the United States had recently modified
three SM-3 missilesand three USNavy shipstotry to
shoot down the satellite, which is currently in a
decaying orbit.

Whether the effort succeeds or fails, the United
States is prepared to offer assistance to countries to
mitigate the consequences of any satellite debris
impacts on their territory, Rocca told the Geneva-
based Conference on Disarmament.

She added that if the action fails, the satellite is
expected to make an uncontrolled re-entry into the
Earth'satmosphereon or about 6 March inany region
ontheEarth’ ssurfacebetween 58.5 degreesNorthand
58.5 degrees South L atitudes. —MNA/Xinhua

Delhi policeman arrested
In kidney racket scandal

New DeLHI, 16 Feb —
Anlndian policeinspector
hasbeenarrestedfortaking
bribes from doctors
accused of running an
illegal kidney transplant
racket on the outskirts of
New Delhi, police said on
Friday.

Ravinder Singh, an
assistant sub-inspector in
Delhi’s police force, is
accused of taking a two-
million-rupee(50,000-US-
dollar) bribe to let off
doctors aleged to have
forced poor labourersinto
donating their kidneys.

Singh and his
colleagues visited the
doctorson 7 January after

receiving complaints, said
police spokesman Rajan
Bhagat.

“Instead of booking
them under laws they let
them off on a bribe,” he
said. Policein Gurgaon,
one of Delhi’s satellite
cities, broke up thering at
the end of January.

MNA/Reuters

Taleban killsfour police, takes
away two in SW Afghanistan

KaBuL, 16 Feb — Taleban fighters attacked a
police patroal, killing four policemen, wounding two
others and taking away two more in southwestern
Afghan province of Nimruz, provincia governor
said on Friday.

Theambushonpolicevehicletook place Thursday
eveninginChakhansur District of Nimruz, provincia
governor Ghulam Dastagir Azad told Xinhua via
phone.

Earlier, a purported spokesman for the Taleban
Qari Y ousuf Ahmadi told Xinhua viaphonefroman
unknownlocationthat the outfit'sfighterskilled four
policemen, kidnapped two others and captured six
machine guns during the attack.

MNA/Xinhua

Coach accident killsthree,

Injures 14 in Vietnam

Hanol, 16 Feb — Three people have been killed
and 14 othersserioudy injured astwointer-provincial
coachescollided head-onin Vietnam' scentral Thua
Thien Hue Province, local newspaper Young People
reported on Friday.

The accident occurred in Phong Dien District on
Thursday, killing two passengersinstantly. Another
passenger died in hospital.

Thelocal driver of the coach en routefrom central
HaTinh Provinceto southern Ho Chi Minh City fled
away after the accident. —MNA/Xinhua

QuakejoltsMideast,

Injuresthreein Lebanon

BeiruT, 16 Feb— Anearthquakeshook theMiddle
East onFriday, damaging buildingsin south Lebanon
where three people were injured.

Theearthquake of magnitude 5.0 had an epicentre
15kilometres (ninemiles) northeast of the L ebanese
coastal city of Tyre, according to the US Geol ogical
Survey website (Www.usgs.gov).

The tremor was felt across Lebanon, Isragl, the
Palestinian territories and in the Syrian capital of
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A South Korean dog sled racer competesin the first dog sled race held in
North Korea at Mount Kumgang, North Korea 17 Feb, 2008. About 35 teams
took part in the event held at a mountain resort run by an affiliate of the
South's Hyundai Group. Dueto a lack of recent snow, the racers used sleds
mounted on wheels and competed on a coastal road with the Diamond
Mountain rangein the background.—INTENET

Turkey sends
humanitarian

aid tolraqg

ANKARA, 17 Feb —
TurkishRed Crescent sent
seven trucks loaded with
85 tons of humanitarian
aid to Iraq on Friday, the
semi-official Anatolia
news agency reported.

“Wewill distributethe
aid in Mosul and Tal
Afar,” Omer Tasli,
director general of Turkish
Red Crescent, wasquoted
as saying, adding that
they also sent one
communication vehicle
and three personnel to the
war-torn country.

Tadi continuedthat the
organization would also
send 23 tons of medicine
and medical equipment, as
well as 40 tons of serums
to theregion.

MNA/Xinhua

Expanding US Service workers
union backs Obama

WasHINGTON, 16 Feb —
Senator Barack Obama's

added that thelabour group
asohad“ enormousrespect”

Damascus. —MNA/Reuters
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presidential campaign got a
major boost on Friday,
winningthe endorsement of
the influentia  1.9-
million-member Service
Employees International
Union.

SEIU Presdent Andy
Stern said the union’'s
executive board “over-
whelmingly’” decided to
endorseObamafor presdert.
“Ithasnow becomeclear the
members of our union and
theleadersof our unionthink
that it istimeto become part
of an effort to make Barack
Obamathenext president of
the United States” Stern
said during a phone
conference with reporters.

“We do think he hasthe
experience and the vison
we need in our next
presdent,” Stern said. He

for Obama's chief riva for
theDemocraticpresidential
nomination, Senator Hillary
Clinton. The SEIU, one of
the fastet-growing labour
organizations in North
America, represents health
care and other service

industry workers. The
endorsement will allow
Obamatotapintotheunion's
organi zetiona resourcesand
helphiminhisbattle forthe
Democratic presidential
nomination againgt Clinton
going into the 4 March
primariesin TexasandOhio.

MNA/Reuters

6rphans children sleep\
on asingle bed at the
SOS Children’s Village
Nairobi in Nairobi,
Kenya, on 15 Feb,
2008. Orphanagesin
Nairobi have taken in
dozens of children who
had to flee their homes
amid post election
violence, asrelief
workerstry to find their
parents.—INTERNET

8/25/18, 02:58 PM
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Director-General U Khin Maung Htay and congregation take the Five Precepts

62nd Anniversary of MRTV marked J

from a Sayadaw.— mMNA

YanGon, 17 Feb —To mark the 62nd Anni-
versary of MyanmaRadioand Television, theceremony
to offer ‘soon’ to members of the Sanghawas held at
MRTV on Pyay Road, here, on 15 February.

Member of the State Sangha Maha Nayaka
Committee Tipitakadhara Dhammabhandagarika
Bhaddanta Sirindabhivamsa (Yaw Sayadaw)

administered theFive Precepts. Membersof theSangha
recited Parittas.

Director-General U Khin Maung Htay and
directors donated alms to the Sayadaws and shared
merits gained.

After the ceremony, staff families of MRTV
offered alms to members of the Sangha. — MNA

Myanma M otion Picture Award
winners honoured

YaNcoN, 17 Feb — The Myanma Motion
Picture Asiayon hosted a dinner in honour of
Myanma motion picture award winning artistes
and techniciansfor 2006 at the compound of MM PA
on Winkabar Road in Bahan Township here
yesterday.

It was attended by the directors-general and
managing directors of the departments and
enterprises under the Ministry of Information,
officialsof the MyanmaM otion Picture Promotion
and Scrutinizing Board , the patrons and executive
membersof MM PA and outstanding award winners.

First, Vice-Chairperson of MMPA Daw
Myint Myint K hine made a speech on the occasion.

Managing Director of Super Coffeemix U
Maung Maung Oo gave K 200,000 each to the
maotion picture award winners, Secretary of MM PA
Malikha Soe Htaik Aung K 300,000 each and
Chairman of Mingalar Cinema Group U Zaw Min
(Mingalar) K 200,000 each. Best Sound Award
winner Academy U Myo Nyunt (Pantha), Best Film
Script Award winner Academy U Zaw Myint Oo,
Best Film Editing Award winner Academy U Zaw
Min (Hanthamyay), Best Cinematography Award
winner Academy U Than Nyunt (Pantha), Best
Music Award winner Academy Thaw Zin
(Lawunein), Best Supporting Actor Award winner
Academy PoKyaw, Best Supporting ActressAward
winner Academy May Thinzar Oo, Best Actor Award
winner Academy Yan Aung, Best Actress Award
winner Academy Nandar Hlaing, Best Film Director
Award winner Academy Maung Myo Min (Yin
Dwin Phyit) and Best Film Producer Award winner
Daw Thein Thein Oo of Nawarat Film Production
accepted the cash rewards.

On behalf of the winners, six-time Academy
winner Y an Aung expressed thanks. L ater, theaward
winners were served with dinner. — MNA
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Malikha Soe Htaik Aung presents cash award
to Academy Yan Aung.— MNA

" Gaspipeline catches |
firein Dagon Setkkan
Township )

Nay Pvi Taw, 17 Feb — The gas pipeline
supplying gas to Thakayta Sub-power Station from
Insein-Y wamaGas Distribution Centre about 230 feet
west of CNG Filling Station No 021 at the corner of
Bago River Street and Ayeyawun Street in Dagon
Seikkan Township, Yangon Division, caught fire at
11.45 am today.

Commander of Yangon Command Magj-Gen
Hla Htay Win and officials concerned inspected the
scene where fire was put under control at 12.45 am.
Consequently, thesupplying of gastothefilling stations
wastemporarily cut off. Thedamaged pipelineisnow
under repair. There was no casualty.

The cause of the fireis under investigation.

MNA

-

8/25/18, 02:58 PM

Third Thuta Swesone
literary award presentation
ceremony held

YaNGon, 17 Feb — Under the supervision of
Myanmar Writers and Journalists Association, Thuta
Swesone Literary House of Swesone Media Group
held the third ceremony to present Thuta Swesone
literary award 2006 at Hotel Nikko on Natmauk Street
in Tamway Township this afternoon.

Chairman of SwesoneMediaGroup Dr Tin Tun
Ooexplained the purposeof presentingtheawardsand
Chairman of the Prize Scrutiny Committee U Myo
Thant (Maung Hsu Shin) scrutinizingtheprizewinning
works.

Departmental heads under the Ministry of
Information, Chairman of Myanmar Writers and
Journalists Association U Hla Myaing (Ko Hsaung)
and Chairman of Swesone Media Group Dr Tin Tun
Oo presented Thuta Swesone Life-time Achievement
Award to U Myo Thant (Maung Hsu Shin), awardsto
Naung Sit Thi inthebelles-| ettersgenre, Maung Myint
Kyweinthetrandationgenre, YeYint Tint Sweinthe
international affairs genre, Nay Zin Latt in the youth
literature genre, Dr Ma Tin Win in the arts genre, Bo
Hlaing in the science genre, Dr Khin Maung Lwin
(FAME) in the applied science genre, Khin Maung
Nyo (Economics) in the social economic genre and
Taung Soein the reference genre.

Dr Tin Tun Oo donated K 500,000 to the funds
of the MWJA through Chairman U Hla Myaing (Ko
Hsaung) and gifts to members of the Prize Scrutiny
Committee.

Onbehalf of thewinners, U Myo Thant (Maung
Hsu Shin) and Maung Myint Kywe spoke words of
thanks. — MNA

faitee ik ) £ 111 HH
Dr Tin Tun Oo gives Thutasweson literary
award to a winner.— mna

M CPA to conduct get-
together on 29 Feb

YaNnGoN, 17 Feb —Myanmar Computer
ProfessionalsAssociationwill holdits2nd get-together
at Myanmar Info-Tech in Hline Township on 29
February.

Door gifts, lucky draw and MCPA bulletinsfor
every person participating in the get together will be
handed out and an entertainment program will be
staged.

For further information contact M CPA, building-
4, room-4, Myanamr Info-Tech (Ph-652276).— H
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Prime Minister Gener al
Thein Sein inspects...

(frompage 1)

At the lounge of Sittway Airport, Minister for
Transport Maj-Gen Thein Swe reported to the Prime
Minister on facts about the airport, completion of the
extended building, extension of the runway and the
apron, tarmacking of asphalt concrete along the run-
way.

Director-General U Tun Hlaing of Department of
Civil Aviation briefed the Prime Minister on comple-
tion of progress of earth work, tarmacking of asphalt
concrete, collection of materials and future plans.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister gaveinstructions.
He said that if all the tasks of the project cannot be
carried out at the sametime dueto some difficulties of
expenditure and collection of heavy machinery and
construction materials, priority is to be given to
construction of the runway. In addition, he instructed
officials to place emphasis on dredging of drains
before the rainy season.

The runway of the airport is 6,000 feet long, 150
feet wide and 12 feet thick. The runway istarmacked
with concrete asphalt and its endurance is 73,000 |b.
The apron is 600 feet long and 300 feet wide and the
taxi way, 525 feet long and 75 feet wide.

AttheCity Hall in Sittway, the PrimeMinister met
departmental personnel, members of social organiza-
tions and local people. Commander Maj-Gen Maung
Shein reported that the area of Rakhine Stateis 14,200
squaremiles. Thestate has360 mileslong beach. Next,
the commander submitted the reports on formation of
Rakhine State, land utilization, production of monsoon
paddy and cultivation of summer paddy, growing 10
major crops, efforts made for meeting the targeted
production, use of quality strain crops, cultivation of
edible oil crops and edible oil sufficiency, planting of
pepper, coffee, tea, rubber, oil palm, Thitseint (Belleric
myrobalan) and physic nut, breeding of fishand prawn,
progress of growing of rubber on 100,000 acres at
MayU Mountain Range, mattersrel atedtoroad, bridge
and dam projectsin Rakhine State, progressin border
trade and matters concerning education, health, social
and cultural sectors of the state.

Speaking onthe occasion, the Prime Minister said
he wasthere to study devel opments of Rakhine State,
to continue carrying out regional development tasks
andfulfill therequirements. Hesaid hehad alsovisited
the townships of Kachin and Chin States and attended
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Prime Minister General Thein Sein meets with departmental personnel, members of social

organizations and local people— MNA

to the needs.

Rakhine State has an area of over 14000 sgquare
mileswithapopulation of morethanthreemillionwho
have been residing together since ancient times. The

Prime Minister GeraJ Thein Sein visits General Hospital (200-bed) in Sittway.— MNA

state is covered with hills and mountains and forests
and it has vast stretches of coastline with rich marine
resources. It can produce rice, meat and fish and
marine products not only for self-sufficiency but also
for sales on commercial scale.

The Prime Minister said due to the poor transpor-
tation in Rakhine State, it lacked development in the
past making itspeopl eto distancethemselvesfromthe
people of other regions. Likewise, therewere difficult
communi cationsbetweenthenorth and thesouth of the

 State.

Therefore, inaccord with theguidance of theHead
of State, construction of Y angon-Sittway Union Road
started in 1996 and it was inaugurated in February

~ 2000. The State had to build the road passing through

many mountainsand creeks. Alongtheroadtherewere
10 river-crossing bridges and over 800 small bridges.

Moreover, to enable Rakhine State to link its
north and south and to have access to Bago and
Ayeyawady Divisions, Y angon-K yaukphyu Road was
built applying the geo textile technique. Along the
road there are 14 large bridges and over 600 medium
andsmall bridges. Inthe past, those bridgeswereonly
adream for thelocal people. But the dream has come
true, thanks to the government’s goodwill efforts,
noted the Prime Minister.

(See page 9)

Phaungdawgyi jetty in Sittway.— MNA

8/25/18, 02:58 PM



Aungsetkya Muni Buddha Imagein ttway.— MNA

Prime Minister General
Then Saln inspects ...

(from page 8)

That is why all the
national people living in
Rakhine Statearetostrive
for the development of
the whole state making
use of natural resources

Prime Minister General Thein Sein

ing of the constitution is
nearing completion and
announcement has been
made to hold referendum
in May for seeking ap-
proval of the people.

Furthermore, he said

l =

the people.

The Prime Minister
said that nowadays, a
democraticstatehascome
into shape as whished by
the people.lnconclusion,
the Prime Minister urged
those present to harmoni-
ously participate in the
tasksfor emergenceof the
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' vide health care services

but also disseminate a
wide range of health
knowledgeto the people.

The Prime Minister
presented K 500,000 to
the funds of the hospital
through Medical Super-
intendent Dr Htay Kywe.

The Prime Minister
visited the child patient
ward, the medical store,

' the ICU, the operation

theatre and the x-ray
room. Minister for Health
Dr Kyaw Myint and the
medical superintendent
conductedthePrimeMin-
ister round the hospital.

Next, the PrimeMin-
ister comforted the pa-
tients.

Afterwards, they in-
spected Phaungdawgyi
Jetty at Sittway Wharf.

At the briefing hall,
Managing Director U
Thein Htay of Myanma
Port Authority reportedon
matters related to buoys

(border) motor road be-
tween Myanmar and In-
dia and the water way of
Kaadan River. Minister
for Transport Maj-Gen
Thein Swe and Deputy
Minister for Construction
U Tint Swe gave supple-
mentary reports.

After hearing the re-
ports, the Prime Minister
instructedthemtosystem-
atically carry out thetasks
for thedevel opment of the
region.

Next, the Prime
Minster and party in-
spected the view point in
Sittway and gaveinstruc-
tionson beautifyingtasks.

At the briefing hall
of theconstruction site of
three-storey main build-
ing for Sittway Univer-
sity, Rector U Ba Shwe
reported to the Prime
Minister on background
history of the university,
academic and manage-
ment matters, strength of

- 1

ter attended to the needs
and urged the faculty
members to organize the
local youthsandtheir par-
ents in order to enjoy the
educational opportunities
created by the govern-
ment with a view to pro-
moting education stand-
ards and enabling the
youth to enjoy fruits of
education facilities. The
Prime Minister stressed
the need to nurture the
students to become not
only intellectual sbut also
good citizens equipped
with patriotic spirit and
Union Spirit.

Next, the Prime Min-
ister cordially greeted the
faculty members and
looked into progress of
construction of three-sto-
rey main building.

In the evening, the
Prime Minister and party
paid homage to the
Lawkananda Pagoda in

Sittway and donated cash
for all-round renovation

pays homage fo Kakusan deh I ma:of Lawkananda Paéoda in Sittway.— MNA

plus the good opportuni-
ties created by the gov-
ernment. They are also
urged to try to ensure
peace and stability and
the rule of law.

The people on their
part areto systematically
useand maintain the edu-
cation and health infra-
structures built by the
State. Similarly, service
personnel are required to
trytofully realizetheedu-
cation, health and social
objectives of the State.

The government is
implementing the seven-
step Road Map to trans-
form the nation into a
demacraticoneasaspired
by the people. Now the
first and second steps
have been completed. As
the third step, the draft-
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the announcement has
been issued to hold the
Multi-party Democracy
General Electionin 2010
in accord with the forth-
coming State Constitu-
tion. The Government is
constantly performingthe
process of transition to
democratic state that the
peopleinspire. Whilecar-
rying out the tasks for
emergence of the consti-
tution which will be in
conformity withtraditions
and customs of the na-
tional races and natural
resources, the govern-
ment isundertaking tasks
for ensuring stability of
the State, prevalence of
law and order, strength-
ening of sound economic
foundationsand dissemi-
nating wideknowledgeto

constitution essential for
the State and the people
and emergenceof ademo-
cratic nation in accord
withtheforthcomingcon-
stitution.

Afterwards, the
PrimeMinister presented
gifts from ministries to
Sittway Township
USDA, MWAQO,
MCWA, WVO, Red
Crossand Auxiliary Fire
Brigades and Sittway
Township through offi-
cials.

At Sittway General
Hospital (200-bed), the
Prime Minister made a
speech in meeting with
doctors and health staff.
In his instructions, the
Prime Minister said that
today doctors and health
staff are to not only pro-

and jetties including
Phaungdawgyi Concrete
Jetty, export and import
freight handling and in-
come and progress in
maintenance of Paletwa

8/25/18, 02:58 PM

the studentsand progress
of theconstructionworks.
Deputy Minister for Edu-
cation U Myo Nyunt
made a supplementary
report. The PrimeMinis-

in Sittway.— MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein presents gift for Red Cross Society

of the pagoda. They of-
fered flowers and water
to AungsetkyaMuni Bud-
dha Image being kept in
AungsetkyaMuni ordina-
tion hall and made cash
donations. — MNA
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Mosccow, 17 Feb — The Russian
Defence Ministry expressed concern
on Saturday about Washington's
decision to destroy its damaged
intelligence-gathering satellitewith air
defence systems.

Washington’ sdecisiontoliquidate
the spacecraft and the hastiness with
which the Pentagon istrying to destroy
itssatelliteraiseanumber of questions,
saidtheDefenceMinistry’ s Department
of Information and Public Relations.

“Inparticular, therearenot enough
arguments to substantiate the decision
forinterceptingthefalling satellitewith
air defencesystems,” ITAR-TASShews
agency quotedthedepartment assaying.

In addition, the United States has
not provided“ acomparativeassessment
of the consequences of intercepting the
satellite in orbit and its uncontrolled
descent”, said the ministry.

The ministry said the operation to
destroy a US spy satellite could prove
\to be the testing of an anti-satellite

Russia voices concer n about
US spy satellite situation

weapon, the ITAR-TASS reported.

“Essentially, specul ationsabout the
danger of the satellite hide preparations
fortheclassical testingof ananti-satellite
weapon,” it said.

“Such testing essentially meansthe
creationof anew typeof strategicweans,”
it added.

The United States plans to shoot
down a malfunctioning spy satellite
carryingtoxicfuel, knownbyitsmilitary
designation as USA 193.

Thesatellite, launchedin December
2006, lost power anditscentral computer
failed amost immediately afterward,
leaving it uncontrollable.

Left alone, the satellite would be
expected to hit earth during the first
week of March.

Military andadministrationofficials
said the satellite is carrying fuel called
hydrazine that could injure or even kill
people who are near it when it hits the
ground.

MNA/Xi nhuab

A man dressed

wd
asa Mexican

L '
Charr

City’s Chinese community during a Chinese New Year parade in
Mexico City, on 16 Feb, 2008.—I NTERNET

A private guard of an

election candidate sits
at thevenueof arally
on the last day of
election campaigning
in Pakistan’stribal
town of Bannu on 16
Feb, 2008. Pakistan
votesin a general
election on 18

214 m Chinesesaw CCTV gala on
Lunar New Year eve

BeaneG, 17 Feb —
About 214 million
Chinesein more than 100
millionfamilies, or 70 per
cent of the national total,
watchedtheannual Spring
Festival evening gala
broadcast live on the eve
of the Lunar New Y ear.

The programme,
from China Central

Television (CCTV), till
enjoys top audience
ratingsworldwide among
Chinese, according to the
latest survey of theNielsen
Media Research.

The annual Spring
Festival gala celebration
startedinthe 1980s. Since
then, it has been the most
popular TV event of the

year. The specia usually
featuresdances, songsand
short comedies.

This year's Spring
Festival fell on 7 February.
The show was broadcast
live by several CCTV
channelsfrom 8:00 pmon
6 February to 1:00amthe
next day.

MNA/Xinhua

-

February —I NTERNET/

Security to ensure peaceful elections

IsLamABAD, 17 Feb—
Pakistan will deploy
81,000 military troopsand
400,000 police personnel
to ensure peaceful

elections on 18 February,
Interior Minister Hamid
Nawaz Khan said on
Saturday.

Addressing a news
briefing here, Hamid

in Pakistan

Nawaz said paramilitary
troopsincluding Rangers
andFrontier Constabulary
would be deployed to
further tighten the
security.

Hamid Nawaz said
policefromNorthernareas
and Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir had also been
caled to deal with any

untoward situation.

He elaborated that a
total of 49,000 police
personnel would be
deployed in North West
Frontier Province
(NWFP), 130,000 in
Punjab, 190,000in Sindh
and 25,000inBalochistan
on the polling day.

MNA/Xinhua

USjudge dismisses
“American Gangster” lawsuit

New York, 17 Feb
— A federa judge has
dismissed a 55-million-
US-dollar lawsuitfiled by
former Drug Enforcement
Administration agents
against the movie studio
that made “American
Gangster”, but said the
film got itsfactswrong at
the end.

Former DEA agents
Louis Diaz, Gregory
Korniloff and Jack Toal
last month sued NBC
Universal, owned by

General Electric, for
falsely claimingthemovie
was based on atrue story
and harming the agents
reputations.

The film, which
grossed more then 127
million USdollars showed

eventssur-roundingformer
Harlem heroin kingpin
Frank Lucas, portrayed by
Denzel Washington and
New Jersey detective
Richard Roberts, de-picted
by Russdll Crowe.
MNA/Reuters

Third int’| forum on sinology

opensin Lisbon
Lisson, 17 Feb — Portugal’s third international
forum on sinology opened here at the auditorium of
Macao Scientific and Cultural Centre.
Addressing the opening ceremony of the forum

with thetheme of “ Chinaand the Olympics’, Chinese
Ambassador Gao K exiang expounded the value of the
2008 Beijing Olympics to the host country.

Gao aso outlined the promises of the Chinese
Government to host a successful Olympic games and
spoke of the ardor of the Chinese people to welcome
the event. The ambassador hoped the forum could
become a platform for the Chinese and European
peoples along with the rest of the world to deepen
mutual understanding.

Anofficial fromthePortugueseForeign Ministry
spoke of the friendly and peaceful relations between
China and Portugal, adding that Portugal should
strengthen cooperation in economy, politics and
culture with China and further promote bilateral
exchanges—MNA/Xinhua

particularly combat and personnel carrier
planes.

“We'll consider purchasesfor the
2010-2014 period,” Air Force spokesman
Rear Marshall Soenaryo was quoted by
English-languagedaily The Jakarta Post as
saying.

Hesaidthelatest versionof F-16jet
fighterswasanecessary replacement for the
Air Force' saging flet.

HesaidtheAir Forcewouldbeable
to save maintenance fees allocated between
2008-2019 by having the new jet fighters.

MNA/Xinhua

JAKARTA, 17 Feb — Top
Indonesian and US Air Forceofficias
have met here for talks on bilateral
defence cooperation, which may lead
tothepurchaseof F-16 jet fightersand
C-130 Hercules personnel carriers,
local Press said on Saturday.

Indonesian Air Force chief
Vice Marshal Subandrio received
USUnder Secretary of the Air Force
for International Affairs Bruce S
Lemkin for a closed-door meeting
on Friday, aimed at procuring new
defence equipment for Indonesia,
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Ficher Susilo submits central
Price’'sKid : :
Tough DVD bank chief candidates
Player is JAKARTA, 17 Feb— Indonesian President Susilo
displayed at Bambang Y udhoyono has submitted two candidates
the American to the Parliament for the new governor of Bank
| nternational Indonesia, replacing Burhanuddin Abdullah whose
Toy Fair on retirement is duein May.
15 Feb. 2008 The President nominated Bank Mandiri
in New,York President Director Agus Martowardojo and Assets
It features a. Management Company (PPA) Deputy Director Raden
3.2inch color Pardedeasthecandidates, loca newspaper TheJakarta
.scr cen and Post reported Saturday.—MNA/Xinhua
rechergenle Kiribati declaresworld’'s
Fisher-Price largest marinereserve
Isadivision WELLINGTON, 17 Feb— Thetiny Pacificisland
of Mattel. nation of Kiribati has declared the world’s largest
INTERNET marine protected area, the Suva-based Pacnews
D — reported on Friday.

The Phoenix Islands Protected Area (PIPA), a

2\ California-sized ocean wilderness, includes pristine
reefs and eight cora atolls teeming with fish and
2 , 7, 4 .
7 % birds.
It lies about halfway between Hawaii and Fiji
7, and also includes undersea mountains. It would
] = ——

conserve one of the Earth’ s last intact oceanic coral

o - " o . archipelago ecosystems.
r - .

-

Kiribati Environment Minister Tetapo Nakara
- . said the government wanted to conserve the area's
‘ playswith “biological diversity” —MNA/Xinhua
an elephant

during a Precision clock traps atoms
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show in the . . .
ncient in light to keep time
Thai CHicaco, 17 Feb— US physicistshave made a
_ clock so accurate it will neither gain nor lose even a
capital second in morethan 200 millionyears, afinding sure
Ayutthaya, to please even the most punctually minded.
80 km The clock, described in the Friday issue of the
(50 miles) journal  Science, outperforms the official atomic
clock used by the US Commerce Department’s
north of National Institute of Standards and Technology,
Bangkok, which promises to keep accurate time down to the
on 17 Feb, second for 80 million years.
2008, The new atomic clock is vying for the title of

world's most accurate with another experimental
INTERNET clock developed in the same lab at the Joint Ingtitute
for Laboratory Astrophysics, a collaborationbetween
NIST and the University of Colorado in Boulder.
MNA/Reuters

Wal-Mart, rivals pick Blu-ray
in HD DVD disaster

New Y ork, 17 Feb — Wal-Mart Stores Inc on
Friday abandoned the flailing HD DVD format,
potentially ending awar over next-generation DVDs
asitjoined Best Buy and Netflix in supporting rival
Blu-ray technology.

Theformat war between Toshiba Corp-backed
HD DVD and Sony Corp’sBlu-ray, often compared
to the Betamax-VHS battlein the 1980s, has slowed
the development of what is expected to be a
multibillion-dollar high-definition DVD industry.

It also has been athorn in the side of retailers,

{ B W) O 51}1-':

H ‘.?ﬂ
5 __n.___-a).l

. which have had to commit shelf space to devices
S - v . — “ | || from both camps even asthey field complaintsfrom
South Korean girlswearing Korean traditional dresses perform during an exhibition programme customersfrustrated that some filmscomeoutin HD
of the International Skating Union Four Continents Figure Skating Championshipsin Goyang, DVD while others are released in Blu-ray.
L west of Seoul, South Korea, on 17 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET )L MNA/Reuters)
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV KOTA TAMPAN VOY NO (171)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTO
TAMPAN VOY NO (171) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 18.2.2008 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lieattheconsignee’ srisk andexpensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessdl.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER

LINESPTELTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

905:00509688168050083leslvyfac: (o6
Oé 0:39 9 2320 S 3966139(780’3 OOé:;] GSTQLO'S (7)((:‘3’] (O)OSQL(YS
1. M.SPate& M.SRod Lot 18.2.2008 25.2.2008
2. M.SPlate Lot 18.2.2008 25.2.2008
3. Electrical Spare Parts Lot 18.2.2008 25.2.2008
4. ST.P.P 20Tons 18.2.2008 25.2.2008
5. Cement Mill Trunnion Bearing 2Nos  18.2.2008 10.3.2008
6. Waste Gas Fan Impeller 1 Set 18.2.2008 10.3.2008
7. Kiln Supporting Roller Bearing 2ltems 18.2.2008 10.3.2008

S’BQJQO) (O) ®(‘O%>EO§E SOQ?I @§@OGGO®@G@O@@C\?OC§ IQGPC OODQq 8’)§I (ﬂ G’BQJQO)
((/‘O) G§@@QO}’DO}C ﬁ} E%ﬁCB’BO)C aomogoocg@@ @ O)Ciﬂ (L)(DQ{]O ('YPCOOGGP(‘OOLOO%%CO} Q}gll
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Auction netsover $40m
for AIDSin Africa

NEw York, 16 Feb —
Contemporary art
collectors opened their
wallets on Thursday and
shelled out 42.6 million
USdollarsataVaentine's
Day charity auction
spearheaded by rocker
Bono and British artist
Damien Hirst to benefit
the fight against AIDS in
Africa. Spirited bidding
and pricesfar in excess of
pre-sal e estimates marked
“The (Red) Auction” at
Sotheby’s, where al but
oneof the83contemporary
works, eachdonated by the
artists or their estates,
found buyers.

The 42,584,300-US-
dollar total easily eclipsed
even the highest
expectations of about 29
million US dollarsfor the

sale, which Sotheby’ ssaid
was among the biggest
single charity events in
history.

Proceeds from the sale
were earmarked for the
United Nations Global
Fund' sfight against AIDS
in Africa in conjunction
with Bono's“Red” brand,
wherein products from
maj or corporations
including Apple, the Gap,
Microsoft and Hallmark
have generated 58 million
USdollarsfor AIDS.

“This was a really
historic night,” said Bono,
sporting his trademark
sunglasses.“l’'m really
very,very moved,” hesaid,
having “ seen peopledying
for lack of the two pills a
day” ittakestotreat AIDS.

MNA/Reuters

Japan children to spend more
time on math, science

Tokyo, 16 Feb —
Japanese schoolchildren
will  spend more time
on core subjects such
as math and science
under guidelinesunveiled
on Friday, in an effort to
boost academic standards
months after the country
dippedinglobal education
rankings.

The changes, to be
implemented gradually
from next year, reverse
reforms implemented in
2000 to create a more

“relaxed” environment
thatwouldfoster cresativity
and reducerote learning.
An OECD survey
published in December
showed Japanese 15-year-
oldsfell tosixthplacefrom
second among 57
countries in science, to
10th place from sixth in
maths and to 15th from
14th in reading.

The new guidelines,
which Kyodo news
agency said would be
formalizedinMarch after

a period of public
comment, would also
strengthen “moral
education” but stopped
short of making ethics a
formal classroom subject,
asmany conservativeshad
advocated. “Many people
recognize the need for
ethics education,” Prime
Minister Yasuo Fukuda
told reporters. “There are
various ways to do this
even without making it a
formal subject.”
MNA/Reuters

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Notice is hereby given that
NICHIMEN INFINITY LNC., a
corporation incorporated of Japan
and having its office at 2-16
Sembahigashi 3-chome, MINOO-
Shi, Osake Prefecture, Japan is
the following Trade Mark : -

M‘GREGOR

Reg. No. (IV) - 507 / 2008

The said Trade Mark is used
on or in respect of the following
goods : -

"International Class 25, i.e
clothing, footwear and headgear,
International Class 24, i.e Bed
Cover, table cover, towels, hand-
kerchiefs , sleeping bags etc. |
International Class 18 i.e Tranks.h
Travelling bags, umbrellas,
parasole etc."

Any imitation or fraudulent
use of the said Trade Mark will
be dealt with according to Law.

U OHN MAUNG, B.Sc., B.L
Advocate & Notary Public
No. 3, 34th Street, Yangon.

DPRK voicesstrong stand against US provocation

PvoNGYANG,16 Feb —
Kim Yong-nam, top
legislator of the
Democratic People's
Republic of Korea
(DPRK), Friday vowedto
take strong counter-
measures against any
provocation by theUnited
States, theofficial Korean
Central News Agency

reported.

Kimmadehisremarks
at a meeting to mark
DPRK leader Kim Jong-
il's 66th birthday, which
falls Saturday.

"We are closely
following the double-
dealing attitude of theUS
asitisemploying double-
edged tactics  of

appeasement and
pressure, persistently
trying to stifle the DPRK
by force," he said.

"We will not tolerate
evenadight hostileaction
on the part of the US but
decisively react to it with
a stronger measure," he
added.

MNA/Xinhua

7 Tt B Ay Stovecard
2007 Tulincn's Frady Xeecd

Jennifer Bishop with the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun ‘Violence,
addresses a meeting of concerned parents interested in tougher national gun
control legislation in the wake of the Northern I1linois University shootings,

at Oakton Community College in Skokie, 111, on 16 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET
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UK police chief demands
apology over Diana probe

LonDoN, 16 Feb —
Theformer Britishpolice
chief who conducted an
inquiry into Princess
Diana's death angrily
denied on Thursday
“scurrilous allegations’
that he had not done his
job properly.

“Allegations trip off
peopl€’ s tongues — it's
just not right,” John
Stevens told the London
inquest into the desths of
Dianaand her lover Dodi
al-Fayed, killedinahigh-
speed Paris car crash in
August 1997.

“I am looking for an
apology in relation to

8/25/18, 02:58 PM

that,” he told the court.
“There were scurrilous
allegations made.”

His police probe
concluded in December
2006 that Diana's death
was atragic accident and
that shewasnot thevictim
of a murder plot, as has
been alleged by Dodi’s
father, luxury storeowner
Mohamed al-Fayed.

Fayed alleges that his
son and Dianawerekilled
by British security
services on the orders of
Prince Philip, Queen
Elizabeth’s husband and
Diana s former father-in-
law. — MNA/Reuters

Somali leader
unhurt in mortar

attack on resdence

MocabisHu, 17 Feb—
Somali President
Abdullahi Y usuf escaped
unhurt from a mortar
attack on his official
residenceinthecapital on
Saturday, hours after
returning to Mogadishu
from an overseastrip, one
of hisaides said.

“Four mortars were
fired at the Presidential
Palace. Three of them
landed outside, while one
landed inside the
compound. No one was
hurt,” the aide, who
declinedtobenamed, told
Reuters.

He confirmed that
Y usuf was in the heavily
guarded presidential
compound at the time of
the shelling, but it was
unclear whether theattack
was directly targeting the
president, whose forces
are battling an Islamist
insurgency.

Yusuf arrived in
Mogadishuinthemorning
after seeking medical
treatment abroad. The73-
year-old who had a liver
transplant nearly 14 years
ago left Somalia on 4
January, a month after a
chest illness sparked a
health scare. Presidential
spokesman  Hussein
Mohamud Hubsired said
Y usuf's “main priority is
to hasten the gover-
nment’s works’ and to
continue reconciliation
effortsto establish lasting
peace—MNA/Reuters
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A man reads an informational pamphlet at an AIDS awareness exhibition in
Patna, Indiaon 13 Feb, 2008.—I NTERNET
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Study war ns | ndian women
against smoking

New DeLHI, 16 Feb —
About 62 per cent of Indian
women who smoke will
dieintheir productive age
ascomparedto 38 per cent
of non-smokers, indicating
that women smokers will
lose about eight years of
theirlife, saysanew study.

The study, which was

published in the New
England Journal of
Medicine and was
conducted by Indian,
British and Canadian
scientists, said women
smokers are at a much
higher risk of getting
respiratory, heart and
tuberculosis diseases as

Scotland S Mark Beaumont celebratesin front the
Arc de Triomphe after completing his cycling
around the world record attempt in Paris, on 15
Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

comparedtonon-smokers.

“For both men and
women, the risks of
smoking are evident even
before age 50. Around 15
per cent of womensmokers
woulddieintheageof 30-
49, ascomparedwithseven
per cent of non-smokers,”
said the lead author of the
study Prabhat Jha.

The study said that 20
per cent of womensmokers
are at the risk of getting
respiratory diseases as
comparedto 7 per centwho
do not smoke.

MNA/Xinhua

Fossil found in China could be
580m yearsold

BelinG, 16 Feb —
Chinese archaeologists
have found a fossilized
body of an octoradiate
spira organismdatingback
580 million years in the
southwestern part of the
country, the Guangming
Dailyreported. Thecreature
in question would have
beenamulticdlularanima.

The fossil was found in
Wenghui Village, Jangkou
County, in southwest
Guizhou Province. It was
jointly confirmed as an
octoradiatespiral organism

by a research team under
the Indtitute of Geology of
the Chinese Academy of
Geologicd Sciencesandan
expert from Switzerland's
National Museum of
Natural Sciences.

The fossil is three
centimetresindiameterand
issaid to bea580-million-
year-old multicellular
animal that belongedtothe
Sinian Period (800 million
yearsto 570 million years
ago).

It wasthe earliest spird
organism body fossil that

has so far been found by
scientists, the Guangming
Daily said.
Thefossilisanew genus
and might be the ancestor
of codenterate and spira
organisms. Thenewfinding
could provide very
important evidence for the
comparative study of
phosphatized spheroidal
fossils dating to the Sinian
period and the Ediacaran
fauna (635 millionyearsto
543 million years ago),
scientistsclaim.
MNA/Xinhua

Freezing cold kills over 900 in Afghanistan

KasuL, 17 Feb —
Persistent cold snap and
snowfall have claimed the
lives of more than 900
people over the past six
weeks in the war-ravaged
Afghanistan, agovernment
officia said on Saturday.

Reports collected by
authorities till Saturday
indicated that 926 people
including women and
childrenhavelosttheirlives
and 231 others sustained
injuries dueto the ongoing
bitter cold across the
country, Amir Jan, an
officid with Anti-Disaster
Directorate told Xinhua.

Someof theinjuredhave

been left to amputate their
fingersand toesbecause of
cold-caused injuries,
according to doctors in
western Herat Province.
Mogt of the affected
belongtothewesternHerat
Province, January said,
adding that also a number
of poor peoplewerereport-
ed affected in the northern
provinces of Jauzjan, Sar-
e-Pul and Faryab.
Theofficia further said
that 316,055 headsof cattle
died due to cold in the
Central Asian country.

The cold wave and
snowfdl startingfromearly
January is continuing in
major parts of the country
and, according to local
elders, is unprecedented
over the past 20 years. The
Afghan Govern-ment with
thesupport of international
community hasdistributed
52 million Afghanis
(around one million US
dollars) worth of humani-
tarian aid to the affected
areas but the locas are
calling for more assi-
stance.— MNA/Xinhua

Britain publishes
new space strategy

Lonpon, 16 Feb —
Britain published on
Thursday its civil space
strategy for 2008-2012
and beyond, outlining
new proposals for the
country’s future in-
volvement in an
increasingly competitive
international spacesector.

The new proposals on
how Britain would
continue to be at
the forefront of this
expanding sector, an-

UN peacekeepers, Tuts rebelsclash in east Congo

KINSHASA,

Saturday.

One rebel was wounded in the
incident on Friday and several were
arrested by the South African
peacekeepers, a spokesman for the

18-2-08 NL 13

17 Feb—
peacekeeperstryingtoenforceaceasefire
signedlast month haveclashedwith Tutsi
rebel sin eastern Democratic Republic of
Congo, the United Nations said on

UN
said.

provinces.

Congo’s Government,
insurgents loyal to renegade General
Laurent Nkunda and Mai Mai militia
signed a ceasefire on 23 January aimed
at ending morethan adecade of violence
in eastern North and South Kivu

UN mission in Congo (MONUC)

Tutsi

MNA/Reuters

nounced by Science and
Innovation Minister
lan Pearson, include
continued involvement in
Earth observation, space
science and telecom
development, and esta-
blishing an inter-
national spacefacility at
Harwell, Oxfordshire,
which will focus on
climate change, robotic
space exploration and
applications.

. Closerinvolvementin
international initiatives
on the future shape of
space exploration to the
Moon, Mars and beyond,
and setting up a national
space technology
programme to support
the development of new,
innovative technologies
and services are aso on
the agenda.

MNA/Xinhua

8/25/18, 02:58 PM
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River taxisareparked alongthe Singaporeriver with
the Singapore Financial District in the background
on 15 Feb, 2008 in Singapore. Singapore’ sFinance
Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam said Friday
the government will post a budget surplus of 6.4
billion Singapore dollars (US$4.52 billion) for
the fiscal year ending March 2008.—INTERNET
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Maldini hails his mother
after notchingup 1,000th game

MiLAN, 17 Feb— Paolo Maldini thanked hismother
for standing by him during his career after making his
1,000th professional appearancein AC Milan'sdraw at
Parma on Saturday.

The 39-year-old, who retires at the end of the
season, reached the milestone as a second-half substi-
tute.

"I would like to dedicate this achievement to my
family, in particular my mother who hasfollowed me
all these years and has always stayed close," he told
reporters.

Maldini made his debut for Milan aged 16 against
Udinesein a Serie A match in January 1985. He also
amassed a record 126 caps for Italy, captaining his
country on 64 occasionsbeforeretiring from theinter-
national game in 2002. —MNA/Reuters

Italy’s Karin Knapp returnsthe ball to China’s Li
Na during the semi-finals of the Proximus Dia-
mond Games tennis tournament in Antwerp on 16
Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Real midfielder Sneljder out
with rib injury
MabRriD, 17 Feb — Rea Madrid midfielder Wedey
Sneijder isexpectedtobeout of actionfor betweenthree
and six weeksafter fracturingaribintraining on Friday.

The Dutch international midfielder will miss both
legs of his side's Champions League last 16 tie against

ASRomaand upto sevenleaguematchesbecauseof the )

injury.

Real will also be missing Brazil forward Robinho,
centre-backs Christoph Metzel der and Pepe and striker
Javier Saviola for the Roma match, while Argentine
defender Gabriel Heinze is doubtful. —MNA/Reuters

PrimeraLigareports

Maprip, 17 Feb — Brief reports of matches played

in the Primera Liga on Saturday:
Espanyol 2 Sevilla 4

Sevillaraced into a 2-0 lead after just 11 minutes,
the PrimeraLiga's|eading scorer L uis Fabiano notch-
ing his 17th of the season with the opener and African
Footballer of the Year Frederic Kanoute adding the
second. Espanyol pulled one back before the break
through Spain striker Luis Garcia but the home side
suffered a major setback when Argentine defender
Pablo Zabaleta was sent off on 65 minutes.

Sevillamidfielder Christian Poul sen sparked asec-
ond half flurry of goals when he scored with a pile-
driver from the edge of the area to make it 3-1,
Espanyol striker Ferran Corominas responded with a
great volley before winger Diego Capel wrapped up
with afirst-time finish from close range.

Real Betis2 Real Madrid 1

A second away defeat inarow for Real whotook an
early lead when Dutch midfielder Royston Drenthe
ghosted in at the far post to steer in a neat pass from
compatriot Arjen Robben.

But strugglers Betisturned thetableson theleaders
before the break with two goals in the space of four
minutes, Brazilian Edu heading inthefirst and former
Liverpool winger Mark Gonzalez noddinginacarbon
copy second.

Real Zaragoza 1 Barcelona 2

Barcelonaclaimed only their fourthwinontheroad
this season in controversial fashion when Ronaldinho
fired home from the penalty spot seven minutesfrom
time after Zaragoza defender Juanfran was adjudged
to have handled as he cleared his area.

Thierry Henry put Barcaahead late in thefirst half
when he steered in past keeper Cesar after appearing
to control athrough pass from Deco with his hand.

Argentine international Diego Milito missed a
chance to equalize before the break when he fired a
penalty over thebar but strikepartner Ricardo Oliveira
levelled early in the second half after good work from
former Barcelona player Sergio Garcia.

MNA/Reuters

Betis Rafael Sobis of Brazl shieldsthe ball from
Real Madrid’s Fabio Cannavaro from Italy during
a Spanish League soccer match at the Ruiz de
Lopera Stadium against Betisin SEville, southern
Spain, on 16 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Premier League chief sticks
by over seas matches plan

Lonpon, 17 Feb— Premier League chief executive
Richard Scudamore has stuck by hiswidely-criticized
plansto play extramatches abroad and accused FIFA
President Sepp Blatter of not knowing enough about
theideawhen hedenouncedit. The 20topflight clubs
agreed last week to consider extending the league
season to 39 gamesfrom 38 to include aninternational
round of fixturesto be staged in January.

Blatter hassaid theplan could harm England'sbid to
host the 2018 World Cup and also accused rich clubs
of simply wanting to get richer, while the English FA
told FIFA onFriday it had seriousreservationsover the
proposals. Scudamore told Saturday's edition of The
Timesthat hewanted to meet Blatter toexplaintheplan
in more detail so he could make a more informed
judgement. —MNA/Reuters

Answersto yesterday’s
Crosswords Puzzle
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Jeff Quinney hits)
a shot on the sec-
ond hole in the
third round of the
Northern Trust
Open golf tourna-
ment at Riviera
Country Club in
the Pacific Pali-
sades area of Log
Angeleson 16Feb,

2008.—INTERNET )

.

Japan’s Nishikori reaches
first semi at Delray

DeLrAaY BeacH (Florida), 16 Feb — Japanese teen-
ager Kei Nishikori reached the semifinal of an ATP
event for the first timein his career after a 6-2, 6-4
victory over American Bobby Reynoldsinthe Deray
Beach International on Friday.

The 18-year-old Nishikori will meet the US's Sam
Querrey in Saturday’ ssemi-final after hecomfortably
beat compatriot Vincent Spadea 6-2, 6-4.

Nishikori’s previous best result was a quarterfinal
finish inlast year's event at Indianapolis.

The other two quarterfinal s feature top-seed James
Blake of the US against Russian Igor Kunitsyn and
another all-American match-up between Robby
Ginepri and Mardy Fish. — MNA/Reuters

Angela Park of South Korea chips
onto the 15th green during the
final round of the SBS Open golf
tournament in Kahuku, Hawaii,
on 16 Feb, 2008.—I NTERNET

Wenger hitsback at Blatter criticism

Lonpon, 16 Feb — Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger hit back on
Friday at FIFA president Sepp Blatter’ scriticism of the English Premier
League’ splansto play around of international fixturesall over theworld.

Wenger, who said he was “not a 100-per-cent defender of the idea”,
said hefeltit wasunreasonableto criticisethe proposal swithout weighing

up the implications.

“My reactionisthat | am surprised by theimmensity of the battle, that
people are against it without really analysing the pros and the cons,” he

told reporters on Friday.

Blatter was quoted as saying on Thursday the scheme wasa money-
making exercise that ignored the wishes of fans and may also affect
England’ s bid to stage the 2018 World Cup finals—MNA/Reuters
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Cradsh at Sreet car race
Kills8 near Washington

WasHiNGTON, 17 Feb — Eight peoplewerekilled
early on Saturday when a car plowed into roadside
spectator swatchinganillegal high-speed street racein
atown near Washington, accordingtomediareports.
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QuakejoltsBalivia-Chile
border, no damage

SANTIAGO, 17Feb— A 6.0magnitudeearthquake
struck Baliviain theregion of Potos near theborder
with Chileon Saturday, but therewerenoimmediate

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

A sedan, which had
not taken part in the race,
crashed into the crowd
gathered along a highway
inAccokeek, Maryland, 20
miles(30kilometres) south
of Washington, at about 3
am., TheWashingtonPost
said.

“Thedrivertoldpolice
that he was blinded by a
cloud of white smoke and
debris kicked up by the
spinning wheels of two
vehicles that had just
finished racing,” it said.

“Itwasavery horrific
scene with the number of
individuals in the road at
one time and the amount
of debris,” the Post quo -
ted Corporal Clinton
Copeland of the Prince
George's County Police
Department as saying.

Eight people were
killedandat leastfivewere

injured, including a
passenger in the sedan, the
newspaper said. Policehad
said earlier the passenger
was among those killed.

The Post quoted one
of thespectatorsassayinga
crowd of between 200 and
300 peoplehad gathered to
watch therace.

Copeland said it was
too early to determine if
any criminal chargeswould
be filed —MNA/Reuters
N T .

(A Maryland State Police
helicopter takes off from
the scene of acar crash
on Indian Head
Highway, on 16 Feb,
2008, in Accokeek, Md.

S INTERNET

v

reportsof injuriesor damages.

The US Geological
Survey saidthequakewas
centered about 105 miles
(170 kilometres)
northeast of Calama,
Chile, and had a
magnitude of 6.0.

Ithitat 1445 GMT at
a depth of 83 miles (134
kilometres), the agency
said.

Noinjuriesor damages
were reported in either

country. Chile's
emergency  response
agency described the
tremor as a“low intensity
quake’.

The mineral-rich
northern Chile region has
experienced  several
tremorsof similar strength
since a mammoth 7.7-
magnitude quake on
November 14 interrupted
production at some of the
country’s largest copper
mines.

MNA/Reuters
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Tune in today

8:30 am Brief news
8:35am Music
Theflower, the
sunset, thetrees
8:40 am Perspectives
8:45 am Music
-If I can’'t have
you
8:50 am National news
9:00 am Music
-Take control
9:05 am International
news
9:10 am Music
-When a love
song sings the
blues
1:30 pm News/ Slogan
1:40 pm Lunchtime
music
-Just to have
you
-If only you
were here
9:00 pm Spotlight of the
stars
-Jimmy
sommer ville
9:10 pm Article
9:20 pm Drug/Women
Afrairs
9:35 pm Vocal Gems
-Casablanca
-Different
Seasons
9:45 pm News/Slogan
10:00 pm PEL

85°E
30N

9°E
DATE 17, 2. 2008

110°E
N

TIME : 06:30 hrs, MS.T

BAY OF BENGAL

LOW |

= WK = ToE Tive

MAR mobERATE ; mph mph it

MA Qam  @= @@= @
W ROUGH Qaarsy (Buicoversa (Prrzcoverss () overcas
/;VAV\’\V\';\AV\ VERY ROUGH £ Thumter with szin A Rain s Drizzte

Pressure in hPa " \I — g Depression g Cyclonic Storm

Rainfall in mm ) i

Sunday, 17 February, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 9:30
hoursM ST During the past 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been isolated in Taninthayi Division,
westher hasbeen partly cloudy in Shan, Monand Kayin
States, and  generdly fair in the remaining States and
Divisions. Night temperatureswere(3°C) to (4°C) bel ow
February averagetemperaturesin Shan, Kayahand Kayin
States, lower Sagaing Division, (5°C) to (6°C) below
February average temperaturesin Kachin and Rakhine
States, Mandday, Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisions,
(7°C) to (8°C) below February averagetemperaturesin
Chin State, upper Sagaing, Magway and Bago
Divisions,(5°C) above February average temperatures
inTaninthayi Divisionand about February averagetem-
peraturesintheremaining Statesand Divisions. Thesig-
nificant night temperatures were Haka (-2°C) Lailin
(-1°C), Heho and Namhsam (1°C) each, An (2°C),
Pinlaung and PyinOoL win (4°C) each. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfall recorded was Myeik (0.16) inch.

Maximum temperature on 16-2-2008 was 92°F.
Minimum temperature on 17-2-2008 was 57°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 17-2-2008
was 62%. Total sunshine hours on 16-2-2008 was
(8.8) hours approx.

Rainfall on17-2-2008 was(Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(8) mph from Southwest at (14:15) hours MST on
16-2-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand the South Bay and generaly fair else-
wherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until eveningof 18-2-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated rain or thundershowersin Taninthayi
Division, weather will be partly cloudy in Eastern Shan,
Mon and Kayin States, Bago, Y angon and Ayeyawady
divisions and and generally fair intheremaining aress.
Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of thesea: Strong easterly wind with moder-
ateto rough seaare likely at times off and along Mon-
Taninthayi Coast. Surface wind speed in strong wind
may reach (35) mph. Seaswill bemoderateel sewherein
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of
decrease of night temperaturesin the upper Myanmar
aress.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 18-2-2008: Generdly fair westher.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 18-2-2008: Generdly fair weether.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 18-2-2008: Generally fair weather.
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Y« Weftavour stability.
Y« We favour peace.
Y« We oppose unrest and violence.

People’s Desire

\
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe attends 6th Annual
General Meetingof MITC Ltd

N

Z

Y ANGON, 17 Feb — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence attended the 6th Annual General
M eeting of Myanmar | nformation Technol ogy Corpo-
ration Ltd for 2006-07 financia year at the meeting
hall of Myanmar Info-Tech on Hline Campus, here,
this morning.

Also present on the occasion were Chairman
of Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Y angon Command Maj-Gen HlaHtay
Win, Chairman of e-National Task Force Minister for
Communications, Posts and Telegraphs Brig-Gen
Thein Zaw, Vice-Chairman member of Civil Service
Selection and Training Board U Aung Myint, Deputy
Minister for CPT Mgj-Gen Thein Tunand officials, the

Lt-Gen Myint Swe of Ministry of Defence attends 6th Annual

Chairman of the Board of Directors of the association
and director members and share-holders.

Chairman of e-National Task Force Minister
Brig-Gen Thein Zaw explained the endeavours of the
State for development of I T sector.

Chairman of the BODs U Thein Oo reported
on tasks of the corporation.

Afterwards, the BOD’s report, the financial
statement and the audit report were submitted and
approved. Next, the meeting assigned duties to the
audit party, elected new BODs and replied to the
gueries raised by the share-holders.

The meeting ended with the concluding re-
marks by the chairman. — MNA

B

General Meeting of MITC and

Minister Brig-Gen Thein Zaw making a speech.—mnNA

*

: = Four pol itical ob; ecti ves = il
Stability of the State, community peace and

tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emer gence of a new enduring State Consti-
tution

Buildingof anew moder n developed nationin
accord with the new State Constitution

Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-
round development of other sectors of the
economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

Development of theeconomy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sour ces inside the country
and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and the
national peoples

S G e

Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire
nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and pres-
ervation and safeguarding of cultural heritage
and national character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fithessand education standards
of the entire nation

Haka (-2°C)
Loilem (-1°C)
Heho and Namhsam (1°C)
An (2°C)
Pinlaung and PyinOoLwin (4°C)

Significant Night Temperatures
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